Grasp the pattern, read the trend

No. 39, September/2024, 4

Brought to you by CPG

THAMMASAT GOETHE I — . -
UNIVERSITY ) Ulllver5|tat
UNIVERSITAT Miinster

FRANKFURT AM MAIN

* Auswirtiges Amt
Deutscher Akademischer Austauschdienst
DAAD German Academic Exchange Service

Dear Readers,

Welcome to this week’s issue of the Asia in Review (AIR)
covering the latest events, developments and trends in
domestic politics, international relations and

geopolitics in East Asia, South Asia, and Southeast Asia.

| wish you an informative read and extend special
greetings to everyone who celebrates the
Independence Day of Guinea-Bissau, Puerto Rico and
Turkmenistan and the National Day of Saudi Arabia
this week.

With best regards,
Henning Glaser

Editor in Chief

Webpage: www.cpg-online.de, Facebook:
https://www.facebook.com/CPGTU
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China: Government seeks science-tech
venture capital to promote industrial
upgrade

(jf) Beijing has emphasized the need to boost venture
capital and promote the concept of patient capital to
support the growth of science and technology
companies, as China strives to strengthen its
technological capabilities amid challenges in capital
markets.

At a State Council executive meeting on September 18,
Premier Li Qiang outlined measures to facilitate
venture capital fundraising, investment, and
management, while also improving mechanisms for
venture capital firms to withdraw their capital. Li
further stressed the importance of supporting the



listing of qualified science and tech companies on both
domestic and international stock markets.

According to a State Council statement, Li described
venture capital as "critical to sci-tech innovation,
industrial upgrading, and high-quality economic
growth." Venture capital, which provides financing to
start-ups and small businesses with long-term growth
potential, is seen as essential for driving innovation in
China. [State Council, China]

The State Council also committed to further developing
the equity transfer and mergers and acquisitions
(M&A) markets, advancing a pilot program for
distribution-in-kind shares, and encouraging the
establishment of market-based M&A master funds and
venture capital secondary market funds. Distribution-
in-kind, or distribution-in-specie, allows investors to
receive securities or other property rather than cash
when exiting a fund, reducing volatility by preventing
mass selloffs in the secondary market.

Beijing is aiming to position state capital as a
responsible, long-term, and patient capital source.
Patient capital, known for its long-term investment
horizon and higher risk tolerance, has become a key
focus in China's economic strategy. The country’s
private equity funds now total more than RMB 19
trillion (USD 2.7 trillion), according to the Asset
Management Association of China. [South China
Morning Post]

Venture capital investment in Chinese startups has
experienced a dramatic decline, as highlighted by
Financial Times. Both foreign investment from Western
countries and domestic, RMB-denominated funding
have plummeted. So far in 2024, Chinese startups have
raised just USD 26 billion, an 82 percent drop from the
2021 peak, according to data from data research firm
PitchBook. This figure represents less than half of any
yearly total over the past decade. Additionally, deal
counts have also halved compared to last year. [Axios]

China: Youth unemployment rate reaches
record high

(jf) China's revised youth unemployment rate surged to
its highest level since the data set was reintroduced
last year, highlighting the increasingly bleak career
prospects for young people amid the ongoing
economic slowdown. The jobless rate for the 16-24 age
group, excluding students, climbed to 18.8 percentin
August, up from 17.1 percent in July, according to the
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National Bureau of Statistics. [National Bureau of
Statistics, China]

The unemployment rate for the 25-29 age group,
excluding college students, also rose, reaching 6.9
percent in August, compared to 6.5 percent the
previous month. This marks a continuation of the
upward trend in youth unemployment as the economy
struggles to regain momentum.

Beijing resumed releasing revised youth
unemployment data in December after suspending the
publication of such figures in summer last year (see AiR
No. 34, August/2023, 4). The increase in
unemployment comes just as a record 11.79 million
college graduates entered the job market in August.
With the economy facing headwinds, many young
people have had to lower their salary expectations,
reflecting the growing challenges of finding
employment in a struggling labor market. [South China
Morning Post]

The economic impact of Xi Jinping's crackdown on
China's technology, real estate, and private education
sectors between 2020 and 2021 has been profound,
with many viewing it as detrimental to economic
growth. Xi's reforms targeted China’s tech giants,
wiping out over a trillion dollars in market value as
these companies lost their near monopolies. The real
estate sector collapsed, wiping out the life savings of
tens of millions of citizens. Meanwhile, China's once-
thriving education-technology sector, which provided
private tutoring to around 75 million students, was
virtually dismantled, leading to mass layoffs, especially
among younger workers. Additionally, the state's focus
is on emerging sectors such as Al and electric vehicles,
which are small and not labor-intensive, offering
limited job creation. [DW]

China: Lending rates remain unchanged

(jf) China unexpectedly kept its benchmark lending
rates unchanged on September 20, defying market
expectations of a rate cut after the U.S. Federal
Reserve implemented a significant interest rate
reduction earlier in the week. Despite this surprise,
many market analysts anticipate further economic
stimulus from Beijing to support the country's slowing
economy. The Federal Reserve's easing has given
China more room to loosen its monetary policy
without placing excessive downward pressure on the
yuan.
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The one-year loan prime rate (LPR) remained steady at
3.35 percent, while the five-year LPR was unchanged at
3.85 percent. A Reuters survey of 39 market
participants showed that 69 percent had expected
both rates to be lowered. Australia and New Zealand
Banking Groug (ANZ) noted that a rate cut is likely to
be part of a broader policy package under review by
senior officials. The Melbourne-based banking services
company emphasized that economic conditions and
market expectations support such a move, with a
significant reduction in the five-year LPR likely by the
fourth quarter, especially if mortgage loan rates are
adjusted.

Recent economic data from August, including weak
credit lending and sluggish activity indicators (see AR
No. 35, August/2024, 4, AiR No. 34, August/2024, 3)
have heightened the urgency for additional stimulus to
support China's economic recovery. Analysts believe
Chinese policymakers will introduce more aggressive
measures to help the economy meet its increasingly
difficult growth targets for 2024.

With China's economic performance faltering, several
global brokerages have already revised their 2024
growth forecasts below the government's official target
of around 5 percent This underscores the need for
continued policy intervention to revitalize the world's
second-largest economy. [Reuters]

China: Three Hong Kong men jailed for
seditious acts under new security law

(jf) A Hong Kong judge sentenced three men on
September 19 and 20 in the city's first sedition cases
under the new national security law, with one man
jailed for wearing a protest slogan T-shirt, one for
writing similar messages on bus seats, and one for
sedition over statements made on social media
platforms.

Chu pleaded guilty to wearing a T-shirt with the slogan
"Liberate Hong Kong, revolution of our times," a
phrase widely used during the 2019 pro-democracy
protests. He was arrested on June 12 at a subway
station, also wearing a yellow mask with the shorthand
"FDNOL" for the protest slogan "five demands, not one
less." [Hong Kong Free Press 1]

29-year-old Chung Man-kit was sentenced to 10
months in prison for writing slogans supporting Hong
Kong independence and the “Liberate Hong Kong,
revolution of our times,” and others advocating
independence, including “Hong Kong independence,
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the only way out.” on bus seats in March and April.
Chung pleaded guilty to three counts of seditious acts.
[Hong Kong Free Press 2]

In the third case, Au Kin-wai, 58, appeared in West
Kowloon Magistrates’ Court on September 20, where
he pleaded guilty to one count of "knowingly
publishing publications that had a seditious intention"
over online statement. He was charged on June 21 for
social media posts on Facebook, X, and YouTube,
where he called for the dissolution of the Chinese
Communist Party and for the resignations of Chinese
President Xi Jinping and Hong Kong Chief Executive
John Lee, whom he referred to as “dictators.” Au also
invoked a slogan from the Cultural Revolution era:
"Revolution is no crime, to rebel is justified." Au Kin-
wai's sentence was initially set at 18 months, adding an
additional three months to serve as a further deterrent
due to Au's prior sedition conviction from December.
However, Au was granted a one-third reduction in his
sentence - the maximum discount available for a
timely guilty plea - resulting in a final sentence of 14
months. [Hong Kong Free Press 3]

These charges were brought under Hong Kong's
Safeguarding National Security Ordinance, known as
Article 23. Separate from the national security law
imposed by Beijing in 2020, this legislation was
enacted on March 23 after being fast-tracked by Hong
Kong's legislature, which no longer has opposition
members (see AiR No. 13, March/2024, 4). It raises the
maximum sentence for sedition from two to seven
years, and up to 10 years if "collusion with foreign
forces" is involved. [Reuters]

China: Senior citizens encouraged to
volunteer as population ages

(jf) China has released new guidelines to encourage
elderly citizens to volunteer in community services and
assist underdeveloped regions, as the country faces
the challenges of a rapidly aging population and
shrinking workforce.

The National Committee on Ageing outlined these
updates as part of the Silver Age Action initiative, which
was first launched two decades ago to promote elderly
volunteer work. According to a statement from the civil
affairs ministry on September 20, the goal is to
enhance the initiative’s quality and effectiveness,
allowing the elderly to meaningfully participate in
economic and social development. The guidelines urge
local authorities to incorporate Silver Age Action into
regional cooperation plans between eastern and
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western provinces, encouraging educated seniors to
support less developed areas. The elderly are
encouraged to participate in community activities such
as patrols, childcare, senior care, disability assistance,
and support for "left-behind" children - those
remaining in rural areas while their parents work in
cities.

This initiative comes as China grapples with the
pressures of a slowing economy and an aging
population. By 2023, the population aged 60 and
above reached 297 million, accounting for over 21
percent of the total population, while those aged 65
and older exceeded 217 million, or 15.4 percent of the
population. Projections suggest that by 2035, nearly a
third of China’s population will be over 60. [CGTN]

The guidelines also recommend reserving volunteer
positions for the elderly at large events and creating an
online platform to match volunteers with community
needs. Additionally, more research and promotion are
encouraged to highlight elderly contributions, with the
goal of establishing Silver Age Action as a standardized
and long-term initiative by 2026. By 2028, the program
aims to become a "key brand" for elderly engagement
in society. [South China Morning Post]

The move comes shortly after earlier this month,
China's top legislative body, the Standing Committee of
the National People's Congress, approved a proposal
to raise the country’s retirement age, marking a
significant reform aimed at addressing the economic
pressures caused by an aging population and shrinking
workforce. Under the new plan, the retirement age for
men will increase from 60 to 63, while for women in
white-collar jobs, it will rise from 55 to 58. For women
in blue-collar jobs, the retirement age will be raised
from 50 to 55. These changes are set to take effect on
January 1, 2025, and will be gradually implemented
over a 15-year period (see AiR No. 38,
September/2024, 3)

China: Central bank lowers mortgage
down payment and interest rate

(jf) China's central bank, the People’s Bank of China
(PBOC), unveiled a set of measures on September 24
designed to ease borrowing for households and
businesses, marking one of the most significant
attempts by Chinese authorities to boost economic
growth, stabilize the housing market, and curb falling
prices. These steps include cutting short-term interest
rates, lowering rates on existing mortgages, reducing
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down payments for housing purchases, and allowing
banks to lend a larger proportion of their assets.

At a rare press conference, PBOC Governor Pan
Gongsheng emphasized the bank's readiness to
provide even more lending flexibility if needed. Shortly
after the U.S. Federal Reserve lowered its rates, the
PBOC reduced its benchmark seven-day interest rate
from 1.7 percent to 1.5 percent. The central bank also
allowed commercial banks to reduce reserve
requirements by 0.5 percent, freeing up an additional
U1D 40 billion for lending to businesses and
households.

Despite these measures, concerns persist about
whether they will sufficiently counter the economic
slowdown. Surveys indicate that businesses are
hesitant to take on new loans, fearing weak domestic
demand may make repayment difficult. Pan added that
further reserve requirement reductions could be
introduced in the coming months to boost lending
capacity.

As part of the new policies, existing mortgage rates will
be lowered by about 0.5 percentage points, with some
dropping below 4 percent. Additionally, minimum
down payments for second homes, commonly bought
as investments, will be reduced from 25 percentto 15
percent. However, lower mortgage rates will likely hurt
the revenues of government-controlled banks,
prompting the central bank to allow commercial banks
to pay lower interest on deposits in hopes of
stimulating consumer spending.

China's real estate market has seen home prices fall by
roughly 10 percent annually over the past three years,
with many economists predicting a steeper decline if
market conditions don't improve. The collapse of
several major property developers has shaken buyer
confidence, leading to reduced personal spending and
a struggling consumer market.

Restaurants and businesses in major cities such as
Beijing and Shanghai have also been affected, with
previously bustling areas now seeing fewer customers.
Despite the central bank's announcements, China'’s
stock markets showed only a modest gain of around 2
percent by midday. [New York Times]

China: Consideration underway to further
lift restrictions on home purchases

(jf) China is considering removing some of the
remaining major restrictions on home purchases as
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previous efforts to revive the struggling housing
market have failed. Sources familiar with the situation
disclosed that regulators are working on a proposal
that would allow mega cities like Shanghai and Beijing
to ease restrictions for non-local buyers - those
without a Hukou residence permit for the city. This
barrier, already lifted in many smaller cities, has been a
significant limitation in larger, more competitive
markets.

China's housing ministry has not yet commented on
the matter. The move comes amid a deepening real
estate crisis, with home sales and prices continuing to
slump in August despite a series of measures designed
to stimulate the market. Buyers are increasingly
holding out for lower prices, limiting the impact of
previous efforts.

Additionally, the government is pushing to reduce
borrowing costs, with plans to allow homeowners to
refinance up to USD 5.4 trillion in mortgages for
millions of families. Some banks are expected to
deliver rate cuts as early as this month, according to
Bloomberg. Until now, mega cities have maintained
restrictions that prevent non-locals without a Hukou
from buying homes unless they have paid income tax
and contributed to social security for several years.
This policy has been a central tool for regulating
housing prices. The Hukou system, a passport-like
permit, controls population movements and grants
access to housing, healthcare, and education in cities.
One concern is that relaxing home eligibility for non-
locals in top-tier cities could reduce demand in lower-
tier cities, exacerbating economic imbalances within
the country.

Local governments have been given more flexibility to
explore strategies to stabilize the housing market. In
June, the State Council, China's cabinet, encouraged
officials to develop policies to help absorb existing
housing stock, fueling expectations of more
government support following Beijing's package of
measures in May, which included lower down-payment
requirements. [Business Standard]

China: Chinese Automobile Dealers
Association alerts government of
dealership losses

(jf) Chinese car dealers have collectively suffered losses
amounting to RMB 138 billion (USD 19.55 billion) in the
first eight months of the year, according to the China
Automobile Dealers Association (CADA). The significant
financial strain stems from being forced to offer large
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discounts on new cars due to a price war in the world's
largest auto market. These losses were highlighted in
an urgent report submitted by CADA to government
authorities, addressing the financial challenges and
risk of dealership closures.

Dealer inventories remain high amid sluggish
consumer demand, forcing them to reduce prices. In
August, the average discount rate for new cars was
17.4 percent, based on CADA data. The association
attributed the collapse of regional and national
dealerships primarily to "capital chain rupture" rather
than operational issues.

One notable casualty is China Grand Automotive
Services, the country’s second-largest dealership,
which was delisted from the Shanghai stock exchange
in August after its stock traded below par value for 20
consecutive days.

CADA is now urging the government to increase
financial support for private dealerships, which play a
crucial role in the automobile distribution sector.
Meanwhile, overall car sales in China have fallen for
five consecutive months, although sales of electric and
plug-in hybrid vehicles have increased, aided by
subsidies for consumers trading in older, more
polluting cars. [Reuters]

China: Oversupply of milk due to falling
birth rates recorded

(jf) China is facing a surplus of milk as a result of falling
birth rates and cost-conscious consumers, even as
dairy farms have expanded in recent years. This
oversupply has forced smaller farmers out of business
and reduced the country’s demand for dairy imports,
despite China being the world's top importer.

Milk consumption in China has declined, with per
capita consumption dropping from 14.4 kg in 2021 to
12.4 kg in 2022, according to the latest available data
from the National Bureau of Statistics. At the same
time, China's milk output surged to nearly 42 million
tons last year, far exceeding its 2017 output of 30.39
million tons and surpassing Beijing's 2025 target of 41
million tons.

Falling milk prices since 2022 have dropped below the
average production cost of around RMB 3.8 (USD 0.54)
per kilogram, leading many farms to close or shrink
their herds by selling cattle for beef, adding to an
already oversupplied meat market. At the same time,
Chinese dairy imports have dropped significantly. From
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January to August 2024, dairy imports fell 13 percent
year-on-year to 1.75 million metric tons, with milk
powder imports - China’s largest dairy import -
declining by 21percent to 620,000 tons, according to
China customs data.

Efforts to shift consumer habits from simply drinking
milk to consuming more dairy products like cheese,
cream, and butter have not succeeded as intended.
Beijing's 2018 push to encourage the development of
these higher-value dairy products has been stymied by
consumers cutting back on spending amidst a sluggish
economy. Currently, liquid milk still accounts for 80
percent of China's dairy consumption, and the move
towards a more diversified dairy market remains
limited by the financial pressures facing consumers.
[Reuters]

China: Shanghai hit by second Typhoon in
a week

(jf) On September 20, Shanghai was once again hit by
severe flooding as Typhoon Pulasan struck the city, just
days after Typhoon Bebinca, the most powerful storm
to affect the city since 1949.

The storm brought record-breaking rainfall to some
areas of Shanghai, with two weather stations recording
over 300 millimeters (almost one foot) of rain in just six
hours. A total of 151 out of 614 weather stations
experienced heavy or extreme rainfall.

In response to the storm, 112,000 people were
evacuated, and ferry and train services were disrupted.
Shanghai's flood control office reported that 649 ships
were either evacuated or returned to port, 54 train
services were suspended, and 26 ferry routes were
halted. Although the storm is expected to weaken as it
moves inland, rain continued in the city on September
20.

Earlier in the week, Typhoon Bebinca caused
widespread damage, uprooting over 1,800 trees and
cutting power to 30,000 homes. Over 400,000
residents were evacuated in preparation for Bebinca.
[DW]

China: Renowned French photojournalist
refused entry to Hong Kong

(jf) A French photojournalist, Louise Delmotte working
for Associated Press in Hong Kong was blocked from
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entering the city earlier September. She was
questioned by authorities when she arrived at Hong
Kong airport as a tourist on September 14, and then
she was repatriated to France. The authorities had not
shared any reason for the entry denial.

Delmotte was known for taking exclusive photos of
former Hong Kong media mogul Jimmy Lai Chee-ying in
prison in August 2023, and she also won numerous
photojournalism awards. Associated Press said it
would continue to maintain presence in Hong Kong
and was working with Delmotte for solution. [South
China Morning Post]

China: Final two backup Beidou satellites
launched

(jf) On September 18, China successfully launched the
final two backup satellites for its Beidou navigation
system, marking a step toward future upgrades. A
Long March 3B rocket, equipped with a Yuanzheng-1
upper stage, lifted off from the Xichang Satellite
Launch Center on September 18. The two satellites
were placed into medium Earth orbits (MEO).

These satellites, the 59th and 60th for the Beidou
global navigation satellite system (GNSS), were
developed by the Innovation Academy for
Microsatellites under the Chinese Academy of Sciences
and the China Academy of Space Technology (CAST).
They will serve as backups in the existing Beidou MEO
planes, ensuring continued system operations while
allowing maintenance. Additionally, they will support
experiments for the upcoming Beidou-4 system,
focusing on new advancements like autonomous
integrity monitoring and atomic clock technology.

China plans to upgrade to Beidou-4 by 2035, aiming to
create a more integrated and intelligent positioning,
navigation, and timing (PNT) system. This upgrade will
address challenges such as weak satellite signals and
interference, and will support underwater, indoor, and
deep space navigation. [Space News]

Beidou is considered highly accurate in some regions,
even surpassing the U.S. GPS system. Notably, it
strengthens the China'’s strategic autonomy and global
influence, including through military applications.
Agreements with numerous nations and
interoperability with the U.S. GPS reduce the costs of
switching to BeiDou, diminishing GPS's strategic
advantage. Hailed by Chinese Presdient Xi Jinping as
one of the key achievements of China's past four
decades, BeiDou could also shield China and its allies
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in a potential conflict with the U.S. while enhancing
China's counterspace capabilities. [Jlamestown
Foundation]

China: Long-term space science vision
revealed

(jf) The Chinese Academy of Sciences (CAS) has
unveiled a new medium- and long-term roadmap to
accelerate its space science efforts, building on recent
successes in dark matter, quantum, and space physics
missions. The roadmap, detailed in a paper by Wang
Chi, director of the National Space Sciences Center,
outlines a transition to an accelerated phase of space
science development, with the goal of cementing
China’s role in global space research.

Five key scientific themes have been identified for
future breakthroughs: the extreme universe, space-
time ripples, the relationship between the Sun and
Earth, habitable planets, and biological and physical
sciences in space. These priorities are summarized
under the framework “One Black, Two Dark, Three
Origins, and Five Characterizations,” which will guide
research into black holes, dark matter and energy, the
origins of the universe, the solar system, life, and space
environments. The plan highlights five missions
already in development, including the Enhanced X-ray
Timing and Polarimetry (eXTP) mission, the Discovering
the Sky at the Longest Wavelength (DSL) mission, the
Earth 2.0 (ET) observatory, the Solar Polar-orbit
Observatory (SPO), and the Taiji-2 mission.

The roadmap also emphasizes international
collaboration, building on partnerships like the Einstein
Probe and SMILE mission with the European Space
Agency (ESA). China intends to continue and expand
global cooperation in future space science projects.
[Space News]

China: Expert praises tightened military-
civilian export controls

(jf) China is increasing its export controls on items with
both civilian and military applications, a move seen by
analysts as a timely step to protect national security
amid growing external threats. While specific details of
the new regulation, approved by the State Council last
week, were not disclosed, the Ministry of Commerce
had previously issued a draft of the rules for public
comment in April 2022. The draft proposed
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refinements to China's 2020 export control law and
called for a unified framework to address gaps in
regulations concerning exports of sensitive
technologies, including nuclear tech, missiles,
biotechnology, and chemicals.

Lu Xiang, a research fellow at the Chinese Academy of
Social Sciences, noted the importance of the
regulation, citing recent examples of civilian
technologies, such as communication tools, being
repurposed for military use. This highlights the
growing need for stricter controls on dual-use exports,
which include items like raw materials and new
communication technologies. Lu emphasized the need
to balance normal trade with stricter regulations on
dual-use exports, especially in light of incidents like last
week’'s pager and walkie-talkie explosions in Lebanon,
which demonstrated how civilian goods can be
weaponized. He added that the new regulation will
likely introduce a traceable management system for
monitoring end users and uses, stressing that the
move is not aimed at any specific country.

China's 2020 export control law mandates licenses for
exporting sensitive technologies and military or dual-
use items, and it grants Beijing the authority to take
action against countries that violate these restrictions
or pose security risks. [South China Morning Post]

Japan: LDP plans to elect new Prime
Minister on October 1

(sw) On September 18, Japan's ruling Liberal
Democratic Party (LDP) announced plans to elect a
successor to Prime Minister Fumio Kishida during an
extraordinary Diet session on October 1. As both
houses of the Diet are controlled by the LDP-Komeito
coalition, the winner of the LDP's leadership election
on September 27 is expected to assume the role of
prime minister.

The opposition Constitutional Democratic Party of
Japan has urged the government to allocate sufficient
time for the new Prime Minister to address key
parliamentary duties, such as delivering a policy
speech and answering questions from opposition
leaders. This includes addressing the Budget
Committee, where critical issues are often debated.

The request came amid growing expectations that the
new leader may dissolve the lower house for a snap
election shortly after taking office. Shinjiro Koizumi,
one of the nine candidates in the LDP race, has
explicitly stated that he would seek to dissolve the
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House of Representatives as soon as possible if
elected.

Possible dates for the lower house election include
October 27 and November 10, but the prime minister
will decide when to dissolve the chamber.

Lawmakers are expected to set the date on September
24, with the Cabinet set to approve the schedule that
day. [Kyodo News]

Japan: Central bank holds interest rate
steady at 0.25%

(sw) On September 20, the Bank of Japan (BO)J)
announced it would maintain its key interest rate at
0.25 percent, following a 0.1 percent hike in July which
marked a shift from the central bank’s decade-long
monetary easing.

This decision is closely linked to the core Consumer
Price Index (CPI), excluding fresh food, which rose 2.8
percent year-on-year in August, hitting a 10-month
high and up from 2.7 percent in July, but staying in line
with the BOJ's expectations.

Concurrently, across the Atlantic, the US Federal
Reserve cut its rates on September 18 to support
growth, the first time in four years. Japanese
authorities are closely monitoring the impact of the
Fed's decision, particularly on the yen and Japan’s
economic outlook. [Kyodo News]

Japan: Land prices hit 30-year high

(sw) Government data released on September 17 show
that, as of July 1, Japan's average land price rose by 1.4
percent year-on-year, marking the sharpest increase
since 1992. This is driven by inbound tourism and
foreign investment amid a weak yen.

Government data highlight that commercial land prices
surged by 2.4 percent, and residential land increased
by 0.9 percent, both rising for the third consecutive
year. Japan's three largest urban areas - Tokyo, Osaka,
and Nagoya - saw significant price hikes, particularly in
commercial properties, which have been increasing for
12 years straight.

Across Japan, residential land prices rose in 17 of the
47 prefectures, while commercial land prices increased
in 28. Notably, the Meidi-ya Ginza commercial building
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site in Tokyo's Ginza shopping district recorded the
highest price per square meter at JPY 42.1 million (USD
300,000), maintaining its top position for the 19th
consecutive year. [Kyodo News]

Japan: Government to expanded medical
aid for atomic bomb survivors outside
designated areas

(dgl) On September 21, Prime Minister Fumio Kishida
vowed to extend medical aid to individuals exposed to
the U.S. atomic bombing of Nagasaki outside the state-
designated area, providing them with support
equivalent to that received by officially recognized
atomic bomb survivors (hibakusha). Kishida made this
pledge after meeting with the Nagasaki governor and
mayor, adding that the relief plan would cover those
within a 12-kilometer radius of the bomb’s hypocenter
in 1945, with the program scheduled to be
implemented by the end of the year.

This follows a recent Japanese district court ruling that
ordered the Nagasaki prefectural and city
governments to recognize 15 out of 44 plaintiffs as
hibakusha, as they were exposed to radioactive "black
rain" (see AiR No. 37, September/2024, 2).

Despite the aid plan, the central government plans to
appeal the court's ruling, citing discrepancies between
the court’s findings and the Supreme Court's previous
decisions on black rain exposure. Health Minister Keizo
Takemi explained that an appeal is necessary to
ensure the consistent application of the hibakusha
support law.

This has drawn mixed reactions among plaintiffs. While
some welcomed the expanded medical subsidies,
others criticized the government's intention to appeal,
questioning why they were not recognized as
hibakusha if they were eligible for equivalent support.

Historically, the government has provided limited
support to those exposed outside the designated area
but within a 12-kilometer radius of the hypocenter. The
Nagasaki District Court issued its ruling on September
9, and Kishida has instructed his Cabinet to develop
concrete measures to assist those receiving partial
support. [Kyodo News]

Japan: Mage Island base for US drills faces
3-year construction delay
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(sw) The construction of a new Self-Defense Forces
base on Mage Island, southwestern Japan, has been
delayed by three years and is now expected to be
completed in March 2030. The base, which will host US
fighter jet drills, began construction in January 2023
and was originally scheduled for completion in four
years.

The delay is attributed to manpower and material
shortages following an earthquake in Ishikawa
Prefecture and rough sea conditions hampering
material transport. Unsuitable island soil has also
complicated landfill work.

The base is part of a US-Japan agreement to relocate a
US Navy training site from lwoto Island to Mage Island.
The site will include two runways and be used by both
US carrier-borne jets and Japan’s Air and Ground Self-
Defense Forces, including F-35B jets and amphibious
units. [Kyodo News]

Mongolia: Directive to combat soil
contamination issued

(hs) On September 20, Mongolia's Minister of
Environment and Climate Change, S. Odontuya, issued
a directive to intensify efforts to curb soil
contamination from petrol stations. This builds on a
2023 initiative requiring petrol stations to upgrade
sanitary facilities and reduce contamination under the
"Years to Visit Mongolia" campaign.

The new directive mandates that, by 2025, petrol
stations must include soil contamination studies -
focusing on bacterial and heavy metal levels - in their
environmental management plans. Based on the
findings, stations are required to implement measures
to mitigate contamination, reflecting a shift towards
science-driven environmental policy.

Provincial and city governors are tasked with ensuring
compliance and upgrading sanitary facilities, while
local environmental authorities will oversee
implementation. Governors must submit monthly
compliance reports, with a final report due by
September 15, 2025. [UB Post]

Mongolia: New policies to tackle shortage
of teachers pursued

(hs) Mongolia’s Minister of Education, P. Naranbayar,
has announced a nationwide shortage of 4,200
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teachers, with the most important gaps in natural
sciences and English. The shortages include 11 percent
for English teachers, 10 percent for physics and
chemistry, and 9 percent in technology. In response,
the ministry is pushing for graduates from local and
international universities, with a minimum GPA of 2.7
in mathematics, to apply for these teaching roles.
Although additional requirements apply for full-time
positions, those who complete a 45-day training course
will receive a teaching certificate.

School administrators have also raised the alarm over
the severity of the shortage. Some call for an open and
easy hiring process which would include all qualified
applicants from domestic and international
institutions. This is expected to reduce teacher
workloads and improve the quality of education. This
effort to recruit new teachers is even more critical
following the recent decision to require teacher
assistants in classrooms with over 44 students,
underscoring the urgent need to reduce the burden on
educators and improve classroom management.

Until 2028, Student numbers in middle and high
schools are expected to rise, before stabilizing by 2030.
Out of 226,000 civil servants nationwide, 126,000 work
in education. The Ministry of Education is also pushing
for higher salaries for educators in collaboration with
the Ministry of Family, Labor, and Social Protection.

A UNESCO report projects a global demand for 44
million teachers by 2030, with Mongolia also facing
shortages of work force in fields like agriculture,
healthcare, and law enforcement. [UB Post]

Mongolia: Surveillance cameras to be
connected to central network

(hs) During its session on September 18, the Cabinet
mandated actions to push for public safety and
prevent crime nationwide.

Governors of the Capital City, provinces and districts
have been tasked with linking surveillance cameras
from streets, public spaces, and building exteriors to a
centralized system. This includes setting up a "Tele-
Camera Monitoring Sub-Center" at their offices and
ensuring that cameras owned by businesses meet
national standards and connect to the center using
existing telecommunications infrastructure.

The Minister of Digital Development, Innovations, and
Communication Baatarkhuu Tsend oversees updating
national surveillance standards. Currently, Mongolia
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has 122,150 outdoor surveillance cameras, of which 85
percent are operational. In Ulaanbaatar, 69,670
cameras are operated by 8,296 enterprises, while rural
areas have 52,480 cameras managed by 5,788
enterprises. [Montsame]

Mongolia: Visas to be issued electronically

(hs) On September 20, it was announced that with the
support of the Asian Development Bank a unified
information system for foreign nationals in Mongolia
has been established, enabling the Immigration
Agency to issue invitation-based visas electronically.

The new system facilitates the issuance of 54 visa
categories based on requests from inviting parties
through an online portal.

This year, the Mongolian government amended its Visa
Issuance Regulation to simplify processes and expand
the range of e-visas for foreign nationals visiting for
various purposes. [Montsame]

North Korea: Second set of short-range
ballistic missiles launched within a week

(dgl) On September 18, North Korea fired multiple
short-range ballistic missile, marking its second such
test within a week, following the launch of multiple
short-range ballistic missiles into waters east of the
Korean peninsula on September 12 (see AR No. 38,
September/2024, 3).

The missiles were fired from the Kaechon area, South
Pyongyang province, flying approximately 400
kilometers. Both South Korea and Japan confirmed the
launches, with Tokyo stating that no missiles entered
Japan's exclusive economic zone, and no damage was
reported.

The missile launch comes on the eve of North Korean
Foreign Minister Cho Son Hui's visit to Moscow (see
article in this edition) and amid preparations for an
October parliamentary meeting expected to further
escalate tensions, including incorporating hostility
towards South Korea into its constitution. [France 24]

Ties between the two Korea's have drastically
deteriorated this year since in January, Pyongyang
declared South Korea its "principal enemy" with which
it is in a state of war, abandoning the unification goal
(see AIR No. 3, January/2024, 3). Since May, North
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Korea has sent thousands of trash-carrying balloons
toward South Korea over 21 instances (see AiR No. 23,
June/2024, 1, AiR No. 38, September/2024, 3, and
article in this edition)

Meanwhile relations between North Korea and Russia
have deepened over the past months. In June visiting
Russian President Vladimir Putin met with North
Korean leader Kom Jong Un. During Putin’s stay in
Pyongyang, the two leaders upgraded their countries
ties to the level of a comprehensive strategic
partnership. The treaty contains provisions of mutual
assistance if either country faces an aggression (see
AR No. 26, June/2024, 4).

Amidst growing cooperation and deepening ties
between North Korea, the US and other Western
countries are accusing Pyongyang of providing Moscow
with weapons use in the war against Ukraine.
[Newsweek]

North Korea: State authorities inquire
surge in army desertion

(jb) Due to a sharp increase in desertions from North
Korea's Third Army Corps, authorities from the General
Staff Department (GSD), the primary administrative
body of the Korean People's Army, have been
dispatched for an emergency inspection. The
investigation aims to identify the causes of the
desertions and provide countermeasures. Previous
reports revealed widespread abuse of soldiers with
less than two years of service and excessively strict
regimens that violated human rights.

Several soldiers have deserted in the past month, with
one soldier from February still unaccounted for. The
GSD, whose inquiry will conclude on October 13, has
instructed the Third Corps to form ten three-person
teams to track down the deserters before winter
training begins on December 1. The department will
ensure the implementation of countermeasures based
on a thorough analysis and has stressed the
importance of honest reporting throughout the
process. [Daily NK English]

In August, two individuals who had defected to South
Korea via East Gangwon Province were identified, with
one North Korean recognized by his military uniform
and insignia. [The Guardian]
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US imposes sanction targeting trade
between North Korea and Russia

(ac) On September 19, the US announced the sanction
lists targeting five entities and one individual based in
Russia and the Russian-occupied Georgian region of
South Ossetia for their involvement in illicit financial
cooperation between North Korea and Russia.

The announcement was made on the US Treasury
Department's Office of Foreign Assets Control, the lists
included MRB Bank in Georgia's South Ossetia region;
Russian Financial Corporation Bank; TSMRBank in
Russia; Stroytreyd LLC, a Moscow-based company;
Timer Bank in Russia; and a vice president of
TSMRBank. In addition, the US Treasury Department
accused two North Korea's state-run banks, Foreign
Trade Bank (FTB) and Korea Kwangson Banking
Corporation (KKBC), were the heads of the illicit
financial schemes.

These entities were accused of facilitating illicit
payment mechanisms between North Korea and
Russia. The acts were interpreted by Washington as a
violation to UN Security Council (UNSC) sanction. The
US Treasury Department highlighted that the sanctions
were reflecting its commitment to disrupt any financial
cooperation in violation of the UNSC resolutions and to
disrupt any schemes that would potentially ‘fund
Russia’s war of aggression against Ukraine.” [Yonhap
News] [US Office of Foreign Assests Control]

South Korea: Bills on investigation into
first lady’s bribery among others, passed

(jb) On September 19, two bills among several which
were up for debate in the National Assembly, were
passed. One was regarding the case of First Lady Kim
Heon Hee's stock manipulation and acceptance of
expensive gifts suspected to be bribes in exchange for
political favors.

The main opposing Democratic Party (DP) had pushed
for the investigation into the first lady regarding her
stock manipulation in Deutsch Motors, for over a year,
exacerbated by the case of American pastor Choi
giving her luxury items, the prosecution for which was
dismissed summarily by the Prosecutor General in
Seoul (see AiR No. 35, August/2024, 4).

167 lawmakers out of all those present at the 300-seat
National Assembly in which the DP holds 170 seats
compared with 108 for the ruling People Power Party
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(PPP) voted in favor of passing the bill, assigning a
special counsel to investigate the allegations on First
Lady Kim. The vote overturned the veto on the same
bill by President Yoon Suk Yeol seven months
previously. This issue has circulated in national news
since September 2022, four months after Yoon came
to power. [The Korea Herald]

The other bill which was passed, focused on the
Presidential Office and Defense Ministry's obstruction
of justice in the military investigation into the death of
a Marine in July 2023. 170 lawmakers have voted in
favor of the bill which will establish a special counsel to
investigate the Presidential Office and the Defense
Ministry to compensate for the oversight in the initial
military investigation. The DP had requested the Chief
Justice to make the initial recommendations for
members of the special counsel, which has now been
granted through the bill.

The PPP has rallied against these clauses in the bill as it
would give the DP a significant amount of power in an
investigation into the state office. The bill will also
inquire into the First Lady’s role in shielding the former

commander of the 15t Marines Division, Lim Seong
Gun, from coming under investigation. [Hankyoreh]

South Korea: Prosecutors demand two
years of imprisonment for opposition
leader

(ac) On September 20, South Korean prosecutors
requested a two-year prison sentence for Lee Jae-
myung, leader of the opposition Democratic Party,
accusing him of violating the Public Official Election Act
by making a false statement during the 2022
presidential campaign.

The charge, presented at the final hearing in the Seoul
Central District Court, stems from Lee's tenure as
mayor of Seongnam and is related to his comments
about a high-profile land development project.
Prosecutors argued that Lee’s statement was
misleading and influenced voters' decisions.

Under South Korean law, making a false statement can
result in up to five years of imprisonment with labor or
a fine of up to USD 23,000. If convicted, Lee would lose
his parliamentary seat and be barred from running for
office for five years, preventing him from participating
in the 2027 presidential election. The verdict is set for
November 15. [The Korea Herald]
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South Korea: Former president accuses
government of turning Korean Peninsula
into “most dangerous state”

(jb) During an address on the sixth anniversary of the
2018 Pyongyang Joint Declaration, former President of
South Korea, Moon Jae In, warned that the Korean
Peninsula is in its most dangerous state, as tensions
between the North and South continue rising amidst
threats of nuclear war. [Anadolu Ajansi]

Moon argued that the Yoon Suk Yeol administration is
responsible for rising tensions and bashed the current
president for governing foreign affairs through
strength and not diplomacy. He was referring to Yoon's
unveiling of his unification plan earlier in August (see
AIR No. 34, August/2024, 3), which has caused mass
debate as it contained contrasting standpoints for the
administration on North-South relations.

Yoon called for the establishment of formal and robust
dialogue between both states while also warning that
in the event of Pyongyang attacking Seoul, South Korea
will move to destroy Kim Jong Un’s regime and absorb
the North into the South. Moon disapproved of the
belligerence with which Yoon has mentioned
absorption and addressed North Korean human rights
violations, as he believed that it went against the grain
of all the efforts exerted by past administrations,
including his own, to build trust with the North.
[Hankyoreh]

Moon signed the Pyongyang Joint Declaration with the
North in 2018, a landmark declaration which formed a
part of the 2018 inter-Korean summit, the last summit
of its kind to be held before dialogue between the
states broke down in 2020. The Declaration pushed for
the denuclearization of North Korea and a detente
between both nations through regular dialogue and
mutual cooperation on matters of security on the
Korean Peninsula, in the presence of the Americans.
[Carnegie Endowment for International Peace]

South Korea: Trainee doctor arrested over
'blacklist’ of non-striking colleagues

(jb) As nationwide strikes by junior doctors who protest
the government’s plans to increase the quota of
medical student enroliments continue in South Korea,
an emerging blacklist of emergency room doctors who
chose not to strike in order to attend to emergency
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room medical cases has led to the arrest on
September 20 of a trainee doctor who created and
floated the blacklist.

Prime Minister Han Duck Soo previously warned that
strict action will be taken against anyone engaging in
blacklisting emergency room doctors who are simply
doing their duty (see AiR No. 38, September/2024, 3) at
a time when hospitals are a fraught playground for
politics amidst unattended medical cases.

The arrested trainee doctor was found to have
distributed the blacklist through apps such as
Telegram. Korean Medical Association chief Lim Hyun
Taek, who has been at the frontlines of emerging news
on the negotiations on enrollment rates between the
government and the medical community, met with the
detained doctor and stated that everyone involved,
including the doctor, were victims of the government's
policies. The doctor was arrested for stalking and
divulging sensitive information such as the phone
numbers and alma maters of emergency doctors on
the blacklist. [Channel News Asia]

South Korea: Parliamentary
subcommittee passes bill to toughen fight
against digital sex crimes targeting youth

(ac) On September 19, the National Assembly's gender
equality and family committee approved a bill on that
increases penalties for digital sex crimes involving
deepfake technology targeting children and teenagers.

In a bipartisan move of the ruling People Power Power
and the main opposition Democratic Party, which
holds the majority in Parliament, the committee
passed revisions to the Act on the Protection of
Children Against Sex Crimes. The proposed changes
introduce a minimum three-year prison sentence for
blackmailing minors with sexually abusive materials
and a minimum five-year sentence for coercing them
with such content. Current law imposes one year or
more for intimidation and at least three years for
coercion.

Additionally, the subcommittee approved revisions to
the Sexual Violence Prevention Act, increasing
government responsibility in supporting victims.

The legislative move comes in response to a rise in
deepfake pornography cases exploiting the images of
young women in online chat rooms, with many victims
being teenagers. The Ministry of Education reported
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434 cases involving underage students and teachers
have been reported this year. [Yonhap News]

South Korea: Overseas firms accused of
tax avoidance

(ac) A report released by South Korea's National Tax
Service (NTS) has drawn attention to issue of large tax
avoidance among overseas firms operating branches
in South Korea. The findings revealed that several
South Korean branches of foreign companies,
including Nike, Apple, and McDonald's avoided paying
corporate taxes on their 2022 income. The foreign
firms took advantage of the legal gray area by inflating
the cost of goods sold (COGS) or funneling royalties to
their overseas headquarters.

NTS named Apple Korea for reporting a revenue of
USD 5.5 billion in 2022, but only 1.2 percent of that,
USD 64.5 million, was recorded as operating profits.
This contrasts to domestic firms such as Naver, which
paid USD 306 million in corporate taxes based on
similar revenues. Google Korea, meanwhile, attributed
the majority of its profits generated in the country to
its Asia-Pacific headquarters in Singapore, significantly
reducing its reported Korean revenue. While Google's
actual revenue in Korea is estimated to be in the
trillions of won, the company officially reported KRW
344.9 billion (USD 258 million) for 2022, paying KRW
16.9 billion (USD 12.6 million) in corporate taxes.

South Korean politicians criticized overseas firms for
tax avoidance and argued that tax avoidance could
impact national tax revenue. Lawmaker Chun Ha-Rum,
a member of the Strategy and Finance Committee
demanded stronger legal action to eradicate the grey
area of legal tax avoidance. NTS Commission Kang Min-
Su promised to arrange responsive measures,
pursuing investigations and measures to impose
penalties on global corporations that refuse to submit
data for tax audits. [Korea JoongAng Daily]

South Korea: Border residents seek
compensation for North Korean noise
disturbance

(jb) As tensions between North and South Korea
continue, with the North sending trash balloons into
the South and the South blasting propaganda news
and K-pop music through speakers to the North,
border residents in Incheon have reported distress
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owing to the noise battle. The North, most recently,
responded with propaganda aired through speakers
which reached three areas containing 8800 residents
in Ganghwa County, based in Incheon city which is on
the inter-Korean border.

The Incheon Metropolitan Government reported that
52 percent of these residents reported distress due to
the broadcasts and vowed to act to ensure no health
risks resulting from noise pollution. It has also
announced to request the central government to set
up an administrative framework for compensating
residents.

The main opposition Democratic Party has made an
official request for the South to stop their broadcasts,
hoping that would resolve the overall issue. However,
the request has been denied by the defense ministry.
The ruling People Power Party and the Yoon
administration believe that stopping their own
broadcasts would mean giving into the North's power
play. [The Korea Times]

Taiwan: Constitutional Court decides to
maintain death penalty

(hs) On September 20, Taiwan's Constitutional Court
ruled to retain the death penalty, but with
modifications limiting its application to only the "most
serious crimes." The court hearing began on April 23,
with attorneys representing 37 death row inmates who
had exhausted all other appeals.

Of the 15 justices, 12 participated in the ruling, while
three recused themselves due to prior involvement in
death row cases. The decision was delayed by two
months to allow for further deliberation, ultimately
aligning the use of capital punishment with
international human rights covenants. [Taipei Times]

Taiwan: Court orders detention of ruling
party councilor over corruption
allegations

(hs) The New Taipei District Court has ordered five-
term Democratic Progressive Party (DPP) Councilor Lin
Ming-jen to be detained and held incommunicado for
allegedly misusing NTD 5 million (USD 153,000) in
public funds through fraudulent payroll practices. Lin
and his assistant are accused of conducting these
unlawful activities between 2009 and 2016 during Lin's
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tenure as a Taipei County and later New Taipei City
councilor.

In another case, Kuomintang Councilor Pai Pei-ju was
also released on bail after being accused of misusing
over NTD 12 million (USD 375,000) in public funds
through similar fraudulent practices. Pai's offices and
residence were raided earlier last week by the Shilin
District Prosecutors Office and the Ministry of Justice
Investigation Bureau. [Focus Taiwan]

Taiwan: Same-sex marriages of Taiwanese
and Chinese in third countries recognized

(hs) Taiwan has begun recognizing same-sex marriages
between Taiwanese and Chinese nationals if the
marriage occurred in a third country where same-sex
unions are legal.

As announced by Taiwan’s Mainland Affairs Council
(MAC) on September 19, couples can now register their
marriages in Taiwan following an interview and
authentication of their marriage certificate by Taiwan's
overseas offices. However, Chinese spouses face
challenges in obtaining Taiwanese IDs because China
does not recognize same-sex marriages, making it
difficult to cancel their household registration in China.

Gender rights groups welcomed the change but also
criticized the additional barriers cross-strait couples
face compared to heterosexual couples. [Focus
Taiwan] [Bloomberg]

The move aligns with Taiwan's ongoing efforts to
promote equality, after it was the first Asian country to
legalize same-sex marriage back in 2019. [Amnesty
International]

Taiwan: Dual citizenship pushed

(am) Increased efforts have been made by groups to
change Taiwan's citizenship law and allow dual
citizenship. Under Taiwan's Nationality Act, a person
applying for Taiwanese citizenship must renounce their
original citizenship. The only exception is those with
“exceptional contributions” to Taiwanese society. This
has so far been limited to long-term missionaries and
professional basketball players.

The NGO Crossroads is an organization dedicated to
changing the current law. In August Crossroads and its
partners launched the first movement to formally push
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for dual nationality in Taiwan. Their first act has been
to launch a petition on a government website that can
be signed by Taiwanese citizens or foreign residents
with valid residency cards. If this petition reaches 5000
signatures the Government is required to respond and
acknowledge to the demand of dual nationality.
Currently there are 3750 signatures.

There are multiple reasons why Crossroads is pushing
for dual nationality. First, they claim Taiwan is facing a
“talent shortage” due to its falling birthrate. Second, it
enables foreigners who intend to stay in Taiwan for the
long-term to acquire citizenship. Such persons want to
be a part of society - their legal status as citizens is an
important step in this process.

The pushback has been largely due to fears of PRC
immigrants becoming citizens and then pushing for
reunification with the mainland - an issue of loyalty.
Crossroads argues however that such fears are
misguided considering PRC citizens are not governed
by the Nationality Act. [Taipei Times].

Taiwan: Pesticide poisoning in village

(hs) On September 21, the Taiwan Food and Drug
Administration (TFDA) announced that the pesticide
found in a suspected food poisoning case that left
three people dead earlier this week was not a result of
farming residue. The incident, which occurred in
Taitung County's Jinfong Township, involved a group
consuming millet dumpling containing snails during a
memorial gathering in Binmao Village.

Initial tests identified terbufos, a highly toxic pesticide,
in food samples linked to the incident. Recent tests
revealed that up to 1,323 milligrams per kilogram of
terbufos was detected in a rice mortar used for
cooking found in the home of 83-year-old Tseng, the
first victim. She had made the glutinous millet
dumplings on September 17. Later that evening,
several relatives and friends who mourned her death
and consumed leftover dumplings exhibited symptoms
such as vomiting and convulsions. Two attendees died,
and six were placed in intensive care, with three others
receiving medical treatment the following day.

TFDA Deputy Director-General Lin Chin-fu indicated
that only the millet flour used in the dumplings tested
positive for high levels of terbufos, suggesting it was
the likely source of poisoning. Other pesticide tests
revealed residue levels below 1 mg/kg, leading officials
to conclude that the terbufos was not a result of
ordinary agricultural practices. The dumplings
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contained over 800 times the illegal concentrations of
terbufos identified in recent years.

Toxicologist Yen Tzung-hai urged greater vigilance
regarding terbufos, as it is fat-soluble and cannot be
washed off with water. He reported that
organophosphorus poisoning cases occur almost
monthly in Taiwan, with an overall mortality rate of
approximately 15 percent, rising to 20 percent for the
elderly. This incident appears to be the first severe
case of mass food poisoning caused by terbufos in
Taiwan, with Yen expressing confusion over the
unusually high pesticide levels, which exceed typical
agricultural use.

Police investigations revealed that the millet was not
grown by the first victim but was provided by an
unidentified source, prompting further inquiries into
its origin. As health officials continue their
investigation, the community remains on high alert
regarding food safety and pesticide use. [Focus
Taiwan] [Taipei Times] [Focus Taiwan]

Taiwan: Coast Guard seeks new
monitoring technology individuals at high
risk of fleeing Taiwan by sea

(am/dql) The Coast Guard Administration (CGA) is
exploring new technology to enhance monitoring of
individuals at high risk of fleeing Taiwan by sea. This
initiative follows the escape of Kuan Bi-ling, head of the
Ocean Affairs Council, after a funeral business tycoon,
Chu Guo-rong, evaded NTD 517 million (USD 16.14
million) bail and was smuggled out on a yacht.

An investigation of the Control Yuan, the supervisory
and auditory branch of the government, showed that
CGA personnel boarded the yacht but conducted an
inadequate search, allowing Chu to escape in
September 2023. As a result, the ombudsman
proposed corrective measures against the CGA.

In response to the incident, Kuan announced plans to
review case protocols, focusing on monitoring high-risk
individuals rather than comprehensive security
inspections. Kuan attended meetings with the Judicial
Yuan to discuss improving information sharing among
police, prosecutors, and courts through an electronic
interface. She noted that if such a system had been in
place, an alert could have been activated when Chu
reported to the police station just hours before his
scheduled time.
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Chu was required to report daily to the Sanzhangli
Police Station but was listed as a wanted fugitive on
September 28, 2023, after failing to do so for several
consecutive days. His last visit was on September 7,
2023, leading the Supreme Court to cancel his bail and
issue an arrest warrant.

According to Kuan among the 262 fugitive suspects
and convicts in Taiwan, 227 are wanted for economic
crimes. Currently, 5,299 individuals are prohibited
from leaving Taiwan, and security checks on these
individuals will be intensified. [Focus Taiwan]

Meanwhile, Kuan unveiled on September 23 that
discussions on efforts to increase criminal liability for
illegal immigration are ongoing. This is in response to
an attempt by two Chinese men to illegally enter
Taiwan. A 60-year Chinese man arrived by motorboat
on June 9, while the other man was discovered floating
on an inflatable rubber boat near Taipei on September
14.

Currently persons captured near Taiwan’s shores can
only sentenced to imprisonment of no more than five
years. The 60-year man who arrived on June 9 was
sentenced to 8 months imprisonment, which is the
heaviest sentence imposed so far. The OAC will discuss
whether Taiwan's Immigration Act and Act Governing
Relations Between the People of the Taiwan Area and
the Mainland Area should be amended. This includes
tightening criminal liability and increasing the reward
given to persons who report illegal border crossings.
[Taipei Times]
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Bangladesh: Interim government
proposes ICT Act amendments to ban
political parties for up to 10 years

(Im) The interim government of Bangladesh, led by
Chief Adviser Muhammad Yunus, has proposed
amendments to the International Crimes (Tribunals)
Act, 1973, allowing for the banning of political parties
for up to 10 years if found guilty of crimes against
humanity or genocide. This draft includes provisions to
hold leaders accountable under command
responsibility, allows foreign lawyers to participate in
trials, and expands the admissibility of digital evidence
in court.

This move comes after the mass-uprising that led to
the ousting of the Awami League government, with
over 600 people reportedly killed between July 16 and
August 11. The tribunal, initially set up by the Awami
League administration, was originally designed to
prosecute war crimes and crimes against humanity
from the 1971 Bangladesh Liberation War. However, it
has since shifted focus, now investigating complaints
against ousted Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina and other
party members, specifically concerning crimes
committed during the violent suppression of the
recent uprising.

The draft amendment introduces significant changes
to enhance the tribunal's operations by aligning them
with international standards. These changes include
allowing the trial of organizational leaders for
command responsibility, permitting the appointment
of foreign lawyers, and broadening the scope of
admissible evidence to include digital materials.
Moreover, it proposes involving foreign observers and
making audio-visual recordings of court proceedings to
ensure transparency.

The amendment has received support from various
legal experts and political figures. They emphasized
the importance of justice while maintaining fair trial
standards, with some suggesting further reforms, such
as involving international judges to uphold global legal
norms. However, the proposed amendments also face
scrutiny as political tensions remain high following the
ousting of the Awami League and the ongoing
investigation into key figures in the former regime. The
draft is open to further input from stakeholders before
finalization, reflecting the interim government'’s
intention to ensure broader support for these legal
reforms.[The Daily Star 1]
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Speaking on the backdrop of these amendments, Law
Affairs Adviser Dr. Asif Nazrul emphasized that the
trials of those involved in the violent suppression of
recent uprisings should focus on justice, not revenge.
He remarked, “People witnessed an older generation
frantically involved in killing the younger generation.
Despite the deep pain, frustration, and anger we feel,
the trials must be conducted in a manner that ensures
justice, not retaliation.” [Dhaka Tribune]

Bangladesh: Plea filed with ICT for probe
into 15 years on enforced disappearances
under Awami League

(Im) A plea was filed with Bangladesh's International
Crimes Tribunal (ICT) seeking an investigation into
enforced disappearances over the past 15 years. The
petition was brought by Enamul Kabir, a businessman
and alleged victim, who accused 25 individuals,
including ousted Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina, of
involvement. Kabir claims he was abducted by the
police's detective branch in 2018, kept confined, and
later falsely implicated in an explosives case. The chief
prosecutor confirmed the plea and is reviewing the
allegations.

This move comes after the mass-uprising that led to
the ousting of the Awami League government, with
over 600 people reportedly killed between July 16 and
August 11. The tribunal, initially set up by Hasina's
Awami League, was originally designed to prosecute
war crimes and crimes against humanity from the 1971
Bangladesh Liberation War. However, it has since
shifted focus, now investigating complaints against
Hasina and other Awami league members, specifically
concerning crimes committed during the violent
suppression of the recent uprising. [The Daily Star]

In addition to the investigations under the ICT, as of
September 20, in the past 45 days, more than 150
criminal cases have been filed against former Prime
Minister Sheikh Hasina, following her ousting on
August 5. Of these, 140 are murder cases, while the
remaining 10 involve charges of attempted murder,
threats, harassment, and assault.

One notable murder case involves the death of a
grocery shop owner in Dhaka, killed by police during
the quota movement protests. This was the first of
many murder cases brought against Hasina and her
top officials, including key figures like Obaidul Quader
and Asaduzzaman Khan Kamal. [Dhaka Tribune]
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Bangladesh: Reform commissions set to
begin works in October; BNP holds major
rally to demand election

(Im) The interim government of Bangladesh has
established six reform commissions, which will begin
work on October 1 and submit their reports by
December 31. Law Adviser Asif Nazrul announced this
timeline during a press briefing after the first meeting
with the heads of the commissions. These
commissions will focus on various areas, including the
election system, judicial reform, public administration,
police administration, anti-corruption, and
constitutional reform.

The commissions are intended to reflect the public's
expectations and the demands of the student-led
movement for democratic reforms. Chief Adviser
Muhammad Yunus will lead consultations with political
parties, experts, student bodies, and the general public
to ensure transparency and accountability.

The Election System Reform Commission, led by Badiul
Alam Majumder, will play a key role, and more
commissions will be established to address reforms in
education and healthcare. Following Yunus' return
from the UN General Assembly, the Election
Commission will also be reconstituted, and
implementation of the proposed reforms will begin.
[Dhaka Tribune] [The Daily Star]

Prior to Nazrul's announcement, the Bangladesh
Nationalist Party (BNP) held a large rally in Dhaka on
September 17 demanding a new election. BNP leader
Tariqgue Rahman, speaking from exile, supported these
reforms but emphasized that they must be followed by
a free and fair election to empower the people. Other
parties, including Jamaat-e-Islami, also support giving
the interim government time for reforms before an
election. [Associated Press]

Bangladesh: Government adopts zero
tolerance policy against mob justice

(Im) The interim government of Bangladesh, led by
Muhammad Yunus, has adopted a zero-tolerance
policy against mob justice, following a surge in
extrajudicial killings, assaults, and harassment since
the fall of the Sheikh Hasina-led government in early
August.

The move comes after two recent high-profile mob
killings: one involving a former Chhatra League leader
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at Jahangirnagar University and another concerning a
suspected thief at Dhaka University. These incidents
have sparked national outrage, highlighting growing
public distrust in the legal system.

In response, the Law Adviser, Dr. Asif Nazrul, and
Home Adviser, Lt. Gen. (retd) Md Jahangir Alam
Chowdhury, have condemned these acts, emphasizing
that no one has the right to take the law into their own
hands. They assured that swift action would be taken
against those involved, with several arrests already
made in connection with the Dhaka University case.
[Dhaka Tribune 1]

Despite these efforts, incidents of mob lynching have
surged in Bangladesh, with 21 people beaten to death
in less than 40 days, raising concerns about public
safety and the rule of law. Although cases have been
filed for most of these incidents, only a small number
of suspects have been arrested. Critics, including legal
experts and human rights activists, argue that the
interim government's response has been inadequate,
allowing perpetrators to act with impunity. [Dhaka
Tribune 2] [The Daily Star]

Meanwhile, in light of the mob killing on its premises,
Dhaka University decided to ban all forms of political
activities on campus, including those by students,
teachers, officers, and employees, until further notice.
The decision also reflects growing student demands to
end partisan politics on campuses, which gained
momentum following the fall of the Awami League
government. Student-led protests have increasingly
called for the abolition of political activities in
educational institutions. [Dhaka Tribune 3]

Bangladesh: BNP leader Tarique Rahman
exempted from charges in DSA case

(Im) Tarique Rahman, the son of former prime minister
and opposition Bangladesh Nationalist Party (BNP)
leader Khaleda Zia, has been exempted from charges
in a case filed under the Digital Security Act (DSA). The
Dhaka Cyber Tribunal issued the order on September
22.

The case was originally brought in 2021 by a leader of
the Dhaka University Chhatra League, the student wing
of the then-ruling Awami League, led by ousted Prime
Minister Sheikh Hasina. The charges stemmed from
remarks Rahman allegedly made during a BNP
meeting, where he referred to his father, former
President Ziaur Rahman, as the "father of the nation."
This claim was viewed as highly controversial, as the
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title is traditionally attributed to Sheikh Mujibur
Rahman, Bangladesh's first president and the leader of
its independence movement, who is also Hasina's
father.

The state had requested a fresh investigation into the
case, but the court ruled in favor of Rahman's
exemption from the charges. [Dhaka Tribune]

Bangladesh: Bangladesh Popular Party
launched

(Im) The Bangladesh Popular Party (BPP) was officially
launched as a new political party in Bangladesh, with a
commitment to protect the country's democracy and
sovereignty. At a press conference held on September
23 at the National Press Club, Md Bakul Hossain Hridoy
announced the formation of the party, emphasizing its
organizational presence in all 64 districts based on a
36-point agenda.

The central convening committee of the BPP consists
of 20 members, with Md Sirajul Islam serving as the
convener and Md Bakul Hossain Hridoy as the joint
convener, alongside 15 additional joint conveners.
[Dhaka Tribune]

Bangladesh: BNP Chairperson Khaleda Zia
not fit for air travel

(Im) Khaleda Zia, a former three-time prime minister
and leader of the Bangladesh Nationalist Party (BNP),
is currently unfit for air travel, according to her
personal physician. Despite preparations to transfer
her to an advanced medical center in the United
Kingdom or United States, the physician stated that the
strain of flying, particularly during take-off and landing,
could pose serious risks due to her worsening health
conditions, including heart, liver, and kidney problems.
Even minor fluctuations in her condition could lead to
significant complications. [Dhaka Tribune 1]

The larger context surrounding Zia's treatment is
deeply intertwined with both her long-standing health
issues and the political situation in Bangladesh under
the now-ousted Awami League government. Her
health deteriorated over the years, and her doctors
repeatedly recommended that she receive advanced
treatment abroad, particularly since her diagnosis with
liver cirrhosis in November 2021. However, Zia's legal
and political circumstances under the Awami League
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led by her archrival Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina had
complicated her access to overseas medical care.

Zia recently returned to her residence after a six-day
stay at Evercare Hospital, where her medical board
advised discharge following tests. While she is
receiving treatment at home under her doctors'
supervision, her health remains unstable. [Dhaka
Tribune 2]

Bangladesh: High Court seeks information
on allegations against S Alam Group

(Im) The High Court of Bangladesh has sought details
from the Anti-Corruption Commission (ACC) regarding
an investigation into money laundering allegations
against S Alam Group, one of the largest industrial
conglomerates in Bangladesh, with diverse business
interests across multiple sectors. The court has
instructed the ACC to provide this information by
September 29.

This order follows a writ petition requesting that the
concerned authorities prepare a list of properties
owned by S Alam Group, its directors, and their
families, and impose a ban on the sale or transfer of
those properties. The petition also calls for a freeze on
the group's assets and a travel ban on its directors and
their families without court permission.

The investigation into the money laundering
allegations is ongoing, though the ACC has not yet
provided the exact status. A previous legal notice to
relevant authorities in September, requesting
information on the group's loans and asset status,
received no response, leading to the writ being filed.
[Dhaka Tribune]

Ashraful Alam and Asadul Alam Mahir, sons of S Alam
Group's Chairman Mohammed Saiful Alam, are
accused of using fraudulent pay orders to evade BDT
75 million (USD 630,000) in taxes while legalizing BDT
500 million (USD 4.2 million) of undeclared income.
They initially attempted to whiten the black money
during the fiscal year 2020-21, using erroneous pay
orders.

Despite missing the deadline, tax officials later
facilitated their payments by manipulating records,
allowing the brothers to complete the process after the
amnesty had expired. Adding complexity to the
situation, Ashraful and Asadul renounced their
Bangladeshi citizenship in 2022, which has further
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implications for their legal status and tax obligations.
[The Daily Star]

Bangladesh: General Aziz, brothers sued
for demanding USD 8.4 million in
extortion

(Im) A case has been filed against former army chief
General Aziz Ahmed, his brothers Haris Ahmed and
Tofail Ahmed Josef, and three other individuals,
including former inspector general of police Benazir
Ahmed and former RAB-3 commander Shafi Ullah
Bulbul, for allegedly demanding extortion of BDT 1
billion (USD 8.4 million).

According to the case statement, in September 2019,
Shafi Ullah Bulbul and others demanded a Range
Rover and BDT 1 billion (USD 8.4 million) from Salim
Prodhan, chairman of Japan-Bangladesh Security
Printing and Papers. On September 30, 2019, Salim
was forcibly removed from a plane bound for Thailand,
abducted, and taken to the RAB-1 office, where he was
tortured and threatened with death if he did not
comply. He also claims valuables worth BDT 100
million (USD 840,000) were taken from him during the
incident. [Dhaka Tribune]

Bangladesh: Salman, Anisul remanded in
foreign exchange act case

(Im) Former law minister Anisul Hug and former
adviser Salman F Rahman have been placed on a five-
day remand under the Foreign Exchange Regulation
Act, 1947, by a Dhaka court. They were arrested on
August 13 while attempting to flee Dhaka. [Dhaka
Tribune]

Bangladesh: Abduction of Khaleda’s
security chief: Major Tarique, 9 others
sued

(Im) A case has been filed against former prime
minister Sheikh Hasina's security adviser, Major
General (retd) Tarique Ahmed Siddique, and nine
others, accusing them of kidnapping, enforced
disappearance, and conspiring to murder the chief of
Bangladesh Nationalist Party Chairperson Khaleda
Zia's personal security team. The plaintiff, Lieutenant
Colonel (retd) Md Touhidul Islam Chowdhury,


https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-eurtrut-l-uy/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-eurtrut-l-uj/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-eurtrut-l-ut/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-eurtrut-l-ut/

submitted the case to the Dhaka Metropolitan
Magistrate, who ordered police to register the
complaint as an FIR.

The case involves an incident from December 27, 2018,
when Chowdhury was allegedly abducted from his
residence by plainclothes individuals. He was held for
two days, falsely implicated in two cases, and
imprisoned on December 29. Despite being granted
bail, his attempts to file a complaint were rejected by
the police.

Other accused individuals include former DGFI chief
Major General (retd) Md Saiful Abedin and former RAB
chief Major General Ziaul Ahsan. [Dhaka Tribune]

Bangladesh: Former DMP Commissioner
Asaduzzaman Mia sent to jail

(Im) Former Dhaka Metropolitan Police (DMP)
commissioner Asaduzzaman Mia has been jailed by a
Dhaka court in connection with the custodial death of
a local leader from the student wing of the Bangladesh
Nationalist Party (BNP). The court's decision followed a
seven-day remand, during which police requested to
keep Mia in custody until the investigation is
completed. He has also been shown as arrested in a
separate murder case filed with the Uttara East police
station.

The case involves the death of Nuruzzaman Jony, the
former general secretary of the Khilgaon Thana
Chhatra Dal, who was reportedly killed in a "gunfight"
while in police custody on January 20, 2015. Jony and
his classmate were detained by officers posing as
members of the Detective Branch (DB) and were later
found dead with 16 gunshot wounds. Nearly nine years
later, on September 2, 2024, Jony's father filed a case
at Khilgaon Police Station, naming 13 police officers,
former MP Saber Hossain Chowdhury, and 49 Awami
League members as defendants. [Dhaka Tribune]

Bangladesh: Company fined USD 29,400
and closed for 3 months after shipyard
explosion kills six

(Im) The Ministry of Industry in Bangladesh has fined
SN Corporation Shipbreaking Yard BDT 3.5 million
(USD 29,400) and ordered its closure for three months
following a deadly explosion in Sitakunda on
September 7, 2024, which claimed the lives of six
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workers and injured six others. The ministry's decision
came after receiving an investigation report that
included 20 recommendations aimed at improving
safety measures in the shipbreaking industry.

Each family of the deceased will receive BDT 700,000
(USD 5,880) in compensation, with BDT 500,000 (USD
4,200) provided under Section 45.3 of the Shipbreaking
and Recycling Rules, 2011, and an additional BDT
200,000 (USD 1,680) according to labor laws. [The Daily
Star]

Bangladesh: RMG manufacturers delay
new wage board formation despite
progress in tripartite talks

(Im) The Bangladesh Garment Manufacturers and
Exporters Association (BGMEA) has delayed forming a
new wage board and implementing a 10 percent
annual wage increase, as demanded by labor leaders.
This was confirmed during an emergency BGMEA
meeting, despite progress made on other labor
demands in a tripartite meeting with the Ministry of
Labor and Employment. Of the 18 demands presented
by labor leaders, 16 were addressed, including
increases in attendance bonuses and tiffin allowances,
and an extension of maternity leave.

However, the BGMEA stated that the current economic
conditions make it difficult to establish a new wage
board, especially since the last wage board was set in
November 2023 with wages reviewed every five years
under the Bangladesh Labor Act. The meeting also
resolved to pay all dues to workers by October 30, with
legal consequences for any failures to meet this
deadline. [Dhaka Tribune 1]

Meanwhile, unrest continues across key industrial
zones like Savar, Ashulia, and Gazipur, leading to the
closure of over 50 factories, primarily in the garment
sector but also including some pharmaceutical and
leather production facilities. More than 40 of these
factories were closed under Section 13(1) of the
Bangladesh Labour Act, which allows owners to
temporarily shut factories during "illegal strikes" or
"labor unrest," enforcing a "no work, no pay" policy.
Some other factories declared a general holiday to
manage the disruptions.

The unrest, which began on August 31, stems from
workers protesting unmet demands, including
bonuses, allowances, and the halting of worker
terminations. Despite the deployment of law
enforcement officials with magistrate powers, the
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situation remains tense and unresolved. The
government has blamed a vested interest group for
fueling the protests to create disorder. [Dhaka Tribune
2] [Dhaka Tribune 3]

Bangladesh: Over 100 houses gutted in
Gazipur colony fire

(Im) A fire broke out in a colony in Gazipur,
Bangladesh, on September 23, destroying over 100
houses. The fire started in the evening and was
brought under control by fire services within an hour.
Most of the affected homes were rented by factory
workers who were not present at the time, leaving
them unable to save their belongings. While the fire is
suspected to have been caused by a gas cylinder, there
were no casualties reported. Authorities are assessing
the extent of the damage. [Dhaka Tribune]

Bangladesh: Dengue death toll reaches
133; government mobilizes teams to
combat outbreak

(Im) In the 24 hours leading up to September 23,
Bangladesh reported three more dengue-related
deaths, raising the total fatalities from the mosquito-
borne disease to 133 this year. During this period, 887
new patients were hospitalized, with 318 admitted in
Dhaka. Currently, 2,772 individuals are undergoing
treatment for dengue across the country. Since January
2024, Bangladesh has seen a total of 24,900 dengue
cases. Last year marked the deadliest outbreak in the
nation's history, with 1,705 deaths and 321,179
reported cases. [Dhaka Tribune 1]

In response, Bangladesh's interim government has
formed 10 teams to address the ongoing dengue
outbreak. This decision was made during an
emergency meeting of the Local Government Division
(LGD) under the Ministry of Local Government, Rural
Development, and Co-operatives (LGRD). The teams
will focus on creating public awareness, destroying
mosquito breeding sites, and implementing mosquito
and larva eradication measures. [Dhaka Tribune 2]

Bangladesh: Tensions rise in Khagrachari
district as ethnic clashes leave four dead
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(Im) Recent violence in Bangladesh's Chittagong Hill
Tracts (CHT) has heightened tensions between
indigenous hill tribes and settlers, particularly after the
lynching of a Bengali man, which triggered retaliatory
attacks. Buddhist minorities have been targeted, with
their homes and businesses burned, leading to the
deaths of at least four people. Displacement of local
ethnic communities has followed, and reports indicate
that local mosques used loudspeakers to mobilize
Bengali mobs against minority communities. [Dhaka
Tribune 1]

Authorities have responded by imposing Section 144 in
the districts of Khagrachhari and Rangamati, a curfew-
like measure intended to restore order. The interim
government, led by Chief Advisor Mohammad Yunus,
has expressed deep regret over the violence and called
for restraint from security forces. The government has
also announced the formation of a high-level
committee to investigate the incidents.

Since mid-September, reports have emerged of
escalating violence in the Chittagong Hill Tracts (CHT),
where at least nine indigenous individuals have been
killed and over 100 homes and businesses destroyed.
There are claims that these incidents involve organized
attacks by the Bangladesh Army and illegal settlers.
This rise in violence is particularly troubling as it seems
aimed at displacing indigenous populations from the
CHT, a region historically inhabited by non-Muslim
tribal communities. [Anadolu Ajansi] [South China
Morning Post]

The roots of these tensions trace back to the 1980s
when the government resettled thousands of landless
Bengali families in the CHT, creating long-standing
friction with the indigenous population. While a peace
accord was signed in 1997 between the government of
Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina and the Shanti Bahini, a
tribal guerrilla group seeking political autonomy,
sporadic violence has continued to unsettle the region.

In response to these events, both political and religious
leaders in Bangladesh have expressed their concerns.
Jatiya Party Chairman GM Quader emphasized the
importance of maintaining peace and stability in the
region, while Islami Andolan Bangladesh leader Mufti
Syed Muhammad Faizul Karim called on the
government to take firm action against separatist
movements in the area. Both leaders stressed the
need for unity and vigilance to prevent further
bloodshed and instability, with Quader specifically
focusing on preserving the region's tourism and
economic potential, and Faizul urging the interim
government to adopt stronger measures to address
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the unrest and push for electoral reforms. [Dhaka
Tribune 2] [Dhaka Tribune 3]

Bhutan: New Mines and Minerals Bill to
overhaul mining sector

(Im) The Department of Geology and Mines (DGM) in
Bhutan is working on drafting a new Mines and
Minerals Bill for submission in the 2024-25 fiscal year.
The bill aims to update the Mines and Minerals Act of
1995, adapting to current social, economic, and
environmental needs. Bhutan hopes to attract larger
investments and diversify its mineral sector.

The updated bill will address discrepancies between
the existing 1995 Act and the Mines and Minerals
Management Regulations of 2022, specifically on
issues of eligibility, ownership, and tenure. DGM plans
to submit the bill to Parliament within the country's
13th Plan.

A key debate in the 2020 version of the bill was about
the allocation of mining rights: the National Council
favored state-owned enterprises (SOEs) managing all
mining operations, while the National Assembly
supported allowing private sector involvement for non-
strategic mines. Currently, the Mines Act allows
mineral leases to private individuals and SOEs.

To ensure the bill incorporates international best
practices, DGM is working with the Inter-governmental
Forum on Mining, Minerals, Metals, and Sustainable
Development (IGF) to develop a Mineral Policy
Framework (MPF). The IGF's assessment will focus on
laws, policies, and institutions, as well as
recommendations on mine restoration and transition
plans.

The government aims to increase the mining sector's
contribution to GDP from BTN 4.63 billion (USD 55.56
million) in 2023 to BTN 9.09 billion (USD 109.08 million)
by 2029, with an annual growth rate of 11.9 percent.
Key initiatives include improving geological mapping
and developing mineral resources to enhance exports
and add value to minerals. [Kuensel]

Bhutan: Economic growth downgraded to
6.1 percent for 2024

(Im) Bhutan's finance ministry revised its 2024
economic growth forecast to 6.1 percent, slightly down
from previous projections due to lower-than-expected
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performance in tourism. The target number of tourists
for 2024 was reduced to 150,000, with 75,608 visitors
recorded by mid-year, primarily from India (69
percent). Despite this adjustment, growth is projected
to recover strongly in 2025, reaching 9.6 percent,
bolstered by hydropower projects, the lifting of loan
moratoriums, and the recovery of tourism and related
sectors like hospitality and transport.

In hydropower, earnings for 2024 are expected to be
USD 356.52 million, with domestic sales making up 34
percent of this. The agriculture sector is forecast to see
modest growth, while the industry sector is anticipated
to expand by 7.7 percent in 2024 and 20 percent in
2025, despite earlier setbacks in electricity and
construction. Additionally, inflation is expected to
remain low due to falling global energy prices, and
unemployment is forecasted to decrease as the
economy recovers. [Kuensel]

India: Kashmir holds first regional
election since losing semi-autonomous
status in 2019

(cr) On September 18, voting began in Jammu and
Kashmir for the first assembly elections in a decade,
and the first since the revocation of the region’s semi-
autonomous status in 2019. The move had sparked
widespread anger and unrest in the predominantly
Muslim region, with fears that it was aimed at altering
the demographics of Kashmir under Modi's Hindu
nationalist agenda.

The election will be held in three phases, with
subsequent rounds on September 25 and October 1,
and votes will be counted on October 8. Nine million
registered voters are selecting members for the
region’s 90-seat legislature, which will have the
authority to debate local issues, pass laws, and make
governing decisions, though it will not have the power
to reinstate Kashmir's former special status, a matter
controlled by the central government in New Delhi.

In the first phase of the assembly polls, which covered
24 constituencies across seven districts, a voter
turnout of 61.13 percent was recorded. Historically,
voter turnout in the region has been low due to the
political sensitivity surrounding elections and boycotts
by pro-independence groups. However, earlier this
year, Kashmir experienced its highest voter turnout in
35 years during national elections, achieving a
participation rate of 58.46 percent. [Hindustan Times]
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The local election is being contested by regional parties
that promise to restore Kashmir's special status. India’s
main opposition, the Indian National Congress party,
has allied with a prominent regional group to increase
their chances in the election. Prime Minister Modi's
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP), on the other hand, is
campaigning on promises of economic development,
stability, and a permanent end to militancy in the
region.

Key issues in the election include a rising
unemployment rate, which stands at 18.3 percent—
more than twice the national average—as well as
concerns over drug abuse and the imprisonment of
many young Kashmiris in distant Indian jails. The
detention of these youths has been a point of
contention in the region, and many voters are looking
for changes in this area. [NPR] [Al Jazeera] [Associated
Press]

Notably, for the first time, India has invited foreign
diplomats to Jammu and Kashmir to observe the
ongoing regional elections. Nearly 20 diplomats,
including representatives from the United States,
France, Germany, Singapore, the Philippines, and
Malaysia, have been invited to witness the election
process firsthand. Sixteen diplomats have accepted the
invitation, with a planned visit during the second phase
of polling in Srinagar on September 25. [The Hindu]

India: AAP’s Atishi takes charge as Delhi
Chief Minister, pledges to maintain
stability

(Im) Atishi Marlena Singh, a senior leader in the Aam
Aadmi Party (AAP) and a well-known education
reformer, officially assumed the role of Chief Minister
of Delhi on September 23, 2024. She temporarily
replaced Arvind Kejriwal, who resigned amidst
corruption allegations related to a now-canceled liquor
policy. Atishi's term is expected to last for four months,
during which she will manage 13 government
departments, including crucial portfolios such as
finance, education, and power. [BBC]

Atishi, raised in a Marxist family, has moved away from
her ideological roots and adopted a political approach
often termed "soft Hindutva," aligning her rhetoric with
the ruling Bharatiya Janata Party's (BJP) Hindu-
majoritarian leanings at times. Despite these shifts, she
is still seen as a key figure in Delhi's education and
welfare reforms, credited with significantly improving
public schools and healthcare under AAP's governance.
As the youngest and third woman to serve as Delhi's
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Chief Minister, Atishi emphasized her commitment to
maintaining stability until Kejriwal's potential return. [Al
Jazeera]

Kejriwal's resignation followed his release on bail after
five months in prison over allegations of corruption
tied to a liquor policy introduced in 2021. This policy,
designed to streamline liquor distribution in Delhi,
came under scrutiny, and Kejriwal, along with other
AAP leaders such as former Deputy Chief Minister
Manish Sisodia, faced legal challenges. Kejriwal has
consistently denied the accusations, framing them as a
conspiracy orchestrated by Prime Minister Narendra
Modi's BJP to discredit the AAP government. The BJP, in
contrast, dismissed Kejriwal's resignation as a mere
publicity move aimed at garnering public sympathy.

Kejriwal, leader of the AAP, vowed to return to office
only if the people re-elect him in the upcoming Delhi
Assembly elections, which are tentatively scheduled for
February 2025. Until then, he has placed the onus on
voters to restore him to power if they believe in his
innocence. [Deutsche Welle]

India: Parliament panel on Waqf Bill
receives over 12 million responses

(Im) A parliamentary panel reviewing the Waqf
(Amendment) Bill has received over 12 million email
responses from the public, NGOs, experts, and
stakeholders. This overwhelming response, driven by
campaigns from both supporters and opponents of the
Bill, has prompted the committee to deploy additional
staff to manage and categorize the feedback.

The Bill focuses on the management of Waqgf
properties in India. Waqf refers to an Islamic
endowment of property, typically for religious or
charitable purposes, where the property is held in trust
and cannot be sold or transferred. These properties
are overseen by Waqf Boards, responsible for their
administration.

The proposed amendments include significant
changes, such as allowing the inclusion of non-Muslims
and Muslim women in Waqgf Boards and removing the
Boards' authority to declare properties as Wagf. Rival
groups, including supporters of radical preacher Zakir
Naik and various Hindu organizations, have mobilized
their followers to express their views on the Bill.

The committee, chaired by BJP leader Jagadambika Pal,
has also received 75,000 detailed responses with
supporting documents. To gather further input, the
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panel will embark on a five-city tour—covering
Mumbai, Ahmedabad, Hyderabad, Chennai, and
Bengaluru—starting September 26. They plan to
consult with government officials, legal experts, Waqf
Board members, and community representatives.

The consultations and feedback aim to address key
issues, including digitizing Wagqf records, improving
auditing, tackling encroachments, and decentralizing
Waqf management, with the goal of comprehensive
reform of the Waqf Act. [The Hindu]

India: Tripura Congress leader faces
defamation suit, eviction notice after
levelling charges against minister

(Im) Former Tripura Minister and Congress MLA Sudip
Roy Barman faces a defamation suit and eviction
notice after accusing Tribal Welfare Minister Bikash
Debbarma of corruption. Barman alleged that
Debbarma misused funds from an INR 140 billion (USD
1.68 billion) World Bank project for tribal development
and purchased multiple properties. Paramananda
Sarkar Banerjee, an official in the Chief Minister's
Office, filed a defamation suit against Barman, while
the Congress party claims these actions are politically
motivated. Barman was also asked to vacate his MLA
hostel for reconstruction purposes. [The Hindu]

India: Opposition Congress appoints Uday
Bhanu Chib as new Indian Youth Congress
president

(Im) India’s main opposition Indian National Congress
(INC) party has appointed Uday Bhanu Chib as the new
president of the Indian Youth Congress (IYC), replacing
B.V. Srinivas, who led the organization for over five
years. Chib, previously the general secretary of IYC and
former president of the Jammu and Kashmir Pradesh
Youth Congress, hails from Jammu and is the son of
INC leader Hari Singh Chib. [The Hindu]

India: Storing and viewing child sexually
exploitative abuse material an offence
under POCSO

(Im) The Supreme Court of India has ruled that the
storage and private viewing of child sexually
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exploitative abuse material (CSEAM) is an offense
under the Protection of Children from Sexual Offences
(POCSO) Act. The ruling came on September 23 and set
aside a Madras High Court judgment that had
previously stated that downloading and privately
viewing child pornography was not an offense under
POCSO.

The Supreme Court, led by Chief Justice D.Y.
Chandrachud, also banned the use of the term "child
pornography" in judicial orders, urging Parliament to
amend POCSO to replace the term with "Child Sexually
Exploitative Abuse Material" (CSEAM). The court
directed that all judicial orders across India should now
use the term CSEAM.

The judgment was in response to a petition filed by the
NGO coalition, Just Rights for Children Alliance, and has
led to the revival of criminal proceedings against a man
previously acquitted by the Madras High Court. The
ruling is seen as a significant step in strengthening
child protection laws. [The Hindu]

India: Striking doctors agree to resume
essential medical services

(cr) Junior doctors in India’'s West Bengal state have
partially ended their month-long strike, which began in
response to the rape and murder of a 31-year-old
female trainee doctor at RG Kar Medical College and
Hospital in Kolkata on August 9. The doctors, who had
been protesting for justice and better safety
conditions, decided to return to duty to help flood
victims, though they are only providing emergency
services for now.

Despite pressure from the Supreme Court to return to
work, the doctors initially refused until their demands
for justice and improved hospital safety measures
were addressed. West Bengal Chief Minister Mamata
Banerjee responded by dismissing Kolkata's police
chief, along with the directors of medical education
and health services. Additionally, the government has
promised enhanced security for health workers,
including designated safe zones with CCTV monitoring
at state hospitals. [BBC]

Despite these concessions, the protesting doctors have
said they will not return to regular work until the
government fulfills all its promises. [Reuters] [Arab
News]
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India: Samsung Electronic sues members
of labor union leading protests at plant in
Tamil Nadu

(cr) Samsung Electronics' Indian unit has escalated its
dispute with striking workers by suing members of the
labor union leading protests at its home appliances
plant in Tamil Nadu. The strike, one of the largest in
India in recent years, challenges Prime Minister
Narendra Modi's “Make in India” initiative, which aims
to boost electronics production.

The plant, employing nearly 2,000 workers and
contributing roughly one-third of Samsung's USD 12
billion annual revenue in India, has faced demands
from employees for higher wages, improved working
conditions, and recognition of their newly formed
union, the Samsung India Workers Union-Centre of
Indian Trade Unions (SIWU-CITU).

Formed in July 2023, the union now has 1,550
members and is pushing for a 50 percent wage
increase, seeking to raise the average monthly salary
from INR 25,000 (USD 300) to INR 36,000 (USD 430)
over the next three years. However, Samsung has
refused to recognize the union, and negotiations
between union officials, Samsung management, and
the government have so far been inconclusive.

Samsung filed a lawsuit on September 12, seeking a
court injunction to prevent union members from
protesting around the factory, citing concerns that the
strike could disrupt operations and pose safety risks.
The company has called for mediation to resolve the
conflict, but the union claims management has been
unresponsive to their demands.

Samsung, in its official statements, insists that
employee welfare is a priority and that discussions are
ongoing to resolve the issues. However, tensions
escalated when police detained 104 protesting workers
for demonstrating without permission. Workers allege
they face unrealistic production demands and threats
from management regarding their support for the
union. Samsung denies these accusations, asserting
that it complies with labor laws.

This labor dispute reflects broader unrestin
Sriperumbudur’s industrial region, where multinational
companies are frequently accused of underpaying and
overworking employees while resisting unionization
efforts. The strike underscores the growing
momentum for workers' rights within India’s
electronics manufacturing sector.[BBC] [Frontline]
[CNA] [Reuters]
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India: British activist denied bail after
detainment for years without trail

(cr) The Delhi High Court has denied bail to Jagtar Singh
Johal, a British activist who has been imprisoned in
India for nearly seven years without trial. Johal,
arrested in 2017 in connection with targeted killings in
Punjab, allegedly as part of a Khalistan Liberation
Force conspiracy, has experienced prolonged delays in
his trial. However, the court ruled that these delays
were not sufficient grounds for granting bail.

Human rights group Reprieve and Johal's family assert
that the charges are based on a false confession
obtained under torture, with no credible evidence
provided by prosecutors.

Though Johal was granted bail in two cases in 2022,
this latest ruling contradicts a 2023 Indian Supreme
Court decision that upheld his bail due to a lack of
evidence. His detention has been recognized by UN
experts as arbitrary and politically motivated. Reprieve
and Johal's family are urging the British government to
intervene, citing his prolonged detention as a violation
of justice and human rights. [The Guardian] [BBC]

India: EY staffer's death puts focus on
workplace pressures

(xx) The death of a 26-year-old Ernst & Young (EY)
employee, Anna Sebastian Perayil, has sparked a
significant debate about the toxic work culture in
India’s corporate environment. Perayil, who worked as
a chartered accountant with SR Batliboi, an EY member
firm, died just four months into her role. Her mother
attributed Anna's death to the extreme workload, new
environment, and long hours, which she claimed took
a toll on her daughter's physical and mental health.

The incident has prompted an outpouring of grief and
anger online, with many professionals sharing their
experiences of similar pressures in the industry.
Reports reveal that employees often work 12 to 16
hours a day, with little support from management. The
lack of labor protections and workplace stress has long
been a concern in India, where a significant portion of
the workforce logs over 49 hours a week.

In response, EY stated that work pressure was not the
cause of her death, emphasizing that Anna's workload


https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-eurtrut-l-pl/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-eurtrut-l-pr/

was typical for employees. [NDTV 1] [NDTV 2] [India
Today] [Independent]

India: Authorities probe Netflix for visa
violations, racial discrimination

(Im) India is investigating Netflix's local operations for
alleged visa violations, tax evasion, and racial
discrimination, according to a government email sent
to Nandini Mehta, a former Netflix executive. The
investigation, revealed in a July 20 email from the
Foreigners Regional Registration Office (FRRO),
highlights growing scrutiny of the streaming giant in
India, where it has around 10 million users.

Mehta, who worked for Netflix from 2018 to 2020, is
pursuing a lawsuit in the United States against the
company for wrongful termination, racial, and gender
discrimination—charges Netflix denies. She welcomed
the Indian government's investigation but did not
provide details on the allegations. Netflix stated that it
was unaware of any investigation by Indian authorities.

The investigation coincides with broader legal
challenges Netflix faces in India, including a 2023 tax
demand, and reflects increasing regulatory attention
on the company. The email did not specify which
agencies are involved in the investigation, but the
FRRO, which manages visa compliance, has previously
worked with other government offices in cases
involving foreign companies. [The Hindu]

Maldives: Judicial Service Commission
seeks Chief Judicial Administrator
following resignation

(sa) The Judicial Service Commission (JSC) has
announced that applications are now being accepted
for the role of Chief Judicial Administrator at the
Department of Judicial Administration (DJA). This
vacancy follows the resignation of Aishath Rizna, who
cited an unsuitable working environment with the JSC
as her reason for stepping down. Applications are due
by September 26.

Rizna's resignation coincides with an ongoing
investigation by the JSC into multiple complaints
against her, particularly regarding judges' health
insurance and recruitment practices. Rizna had been
appointed Chief Judicial Administrator in 2020 after the
JSC Act was amended to bring the DJA under the JSC's
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oversight. She held roles at UNDP and served as
Registrar at the Civil Court and the Supreme Court.
[the edition]

Maldives: Attorney General and
Prosecutor General discuss criminal
justice system

(Im) Attorney General Ahmed Usham met with the
newly appointed Prosecutor General, Abbas Shareef,
to discuss ways to enhance the criminal justice system
in the Maldives. During the meeting, Abbas shared his
plans and ideas for improving the system, while
Usham encouraged him to remain honest and
responsible in his new role. Abbas, who has previously
served as a High Court judge and worked as a lawyer
on significant cases, brings a wealth of experience to
the position. He completed his legal education at the
University of Tasmania. [the edition]

Maldives: President Muizzu ratifies
Companies Act Amendment for corporate
governance

(sa) President Mohamed Muizzu has ratified the first
amendment to the Companies Act (No. 07/2023), a
significant legislative change aimed at streamlining
corporate governance in the Maldives. The
amendment, passed by Parliament during an
extraordinary session on September 17, revises several
key deadlines related to corporate meetings and
appointments.

The deadline for sending out invitations for meetings,
as outlined in section 100, has been shortened from 21
days to 3 days. Additionally, the time frame for holding
these meetings has been reduced from three months
to ten days.

For Extraordinary General Meetings (EGM), the notice
period for private and public companies has been
shortened from 14 days to 7 days. Furthermore, the
amendment mandates a 10-day deadline for
appointing directors and managing directors upon the
Registrar's instruction, replacing the previous 30-day
window. [the edition]

Maldives: Football Association of Maldives
grapples with USD 5.5 million debt amid
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legal troubles

(sa) The Normalization Committee overseeing the
Football Association of Maldives (FAM) has revealed a
debt exceeding MVR 85 million (approximately USD 5.5
million). Despite the apparent financial crisis, the
committee has not yet provided a detailed account of
the mismanagement leading to this situation.

The debts are owed to both domestic and international
creditors, with many cases already under judicial
review. Notably, former FAM President Bassam Adeel
Jaleel, under investigation for money laundering and
fraud, is currently facing a travel ban and has been
suspended from all football-related activities by FIFA.
The Civil Court has mandated a payment of MVR 1.5
million (approximately USD 97,000) to the State
Trading Organization due to FAM's failure to deliver on
organizing the South League.

FAM's financial difficulties are exacerbated by unpaid
salaries and debts owed to foreign referees. The
Normalization Committee’s Chairperson, Ahmed
Zuhoor, has stated that the association is not obligated
to fund local clubs’ ongoing operations, although past
decisions to support these clubs have left many
unpaid. [the edition 1] [the edition 2] [the edition 3]
[the edition 4]

Maldives: Immigration deports 30 expats
residing illegally in country

(Im) Maldives Immigration deported 30 expatriates last
week, including nationals from Bangladesh, Sri Lanka,
India, and Nepal, for residing illegally in the country.
This move is part of an ongoing effort to enforce
immigration laws, with over 3,000 deportations carried
out during similar operations. Authorities continue to
conduct regular inspections at workplaces and
residences of expatriates to identify those living
illegally. [the edition 1]

As part of this effort, Immigration, in collaboration with
Police Intelligence, inspected 22 spas and salons in
Male', leading to the detention of seven expatriate
women working illegally. Notices were also issued to
seven employers who had hired these individuals
without proper authorization. [the edition 2]

In a related case, a Sri Lankan national, Thentheni
Varen Nadeesh Perera, deported in May for alleged
illegal residency, has filed a case in the Civil Court
challenging the decision. Married to a Maldivian,
Perera claims he was denied entry into the Maldives
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after attempting to return on a tourist visa and was not
given the opportunity for legal representation. The
case has gained attention, with Immigration contesting
the Civil Court's jurisdiction, though the court has
decided to proceed with the case. [the edition 3]

Maldives: Shadiya submits case to High
Court regarding arrest for protests
outside embassies

(Im) Aishath Shadiya, the wife of Islamic scholar Dr.
Mohamed lyaz, has submitted a case to the High Court
of the Maldives contesting her arrest for protests held
outside foreign embassies. She, alongside Dr. Shazra
Ibrahim, was protesting against Israeli policies and
advocating for a boycott of pro-Israeli products.

The police arrested Shadiya and Shazra for violating
the Freedom of Peaceful Assembly Act, accusing them
of using microphones to shout near embassy
buildings, using offensive language, and harassing
consulates. Despite receiving multiple verbal warnings
from the authorities, the two continued their protests,
which led to their eventual detention. Their remand
was extended twice by the Criminal Court before both
were released earlier in September.

Shadiya's appeal to the High Court challenges the
Criminal Court's decisions to keep her in custody. The
High Court has yet to determine whether it will accept
her case. The arrest has attracted public attention,
with political entities like the Adhaalath Party and the
Maldivian Democratic Party (MDP) expressing concerns
over the handling of the protests and subsequent
arrests. [the edition]

Maldives: 7,500 employers suspended
from Xpat system for non-payment

(Im) The Ministry of Homeland Security and Technology
in the Maldives has suspended 7,500 employers from
the Xpat system due to non-payment of fees and fines
related to expatriate workers. The Xpat system is an
online portal through which employers can pay all fees
related to hiring foreign workers, including work
permit issuance and quota management.

Employers suspended from the system will only regain
access after settling their pending dues. The ministry
had previously introduced a payment schedule option,
and 3,692 employers have taken advantage of this by
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opting to pay in monthly installments over a year. The
largest single amount owed by one employer is MVR
23.2 million (approximately USD 1.51 million). [the
edition]

Maldives: Fishermen advised to complete
registration by October 1

(Im) The Ministry of Fisheries and Ocean Resources of
the Maldives has advised all fishermen to complete
their registration with the government's registry by
October 1. This is part of the effort to update the
National Registry of Fishermen, which will also coincide
with the renewal process for fisheries licenses starting
on that date. Fishing vessel captains, owners, and
operators are urged to ensure that their crew
members are registered by the deadline.

To simplify the registration process, the government
launched a mobile application called "Keyolhu" earlier
this year, allowing fishermen to register easily.
Additionally, ministry teams are visiting islands across
the Maldives to assist with the registration process and
provide information. [the edition]

Maldives: Minister addresses delays in
student loan disbursement amid high
applicant volume

(Im) The delay in disbursing student loan funds by the
Higher Education Ministry of the Maldives has been
attributed to a high volume of applicants this year,
according to Higher Education Minister Dr. Mariyam
Mariya. During a press conference, she acknowledged
concerns raised by students and parents, especially
with the upcoming academic intakes in September and
October for international universities. Despite the
delays, the minister assured that efforts are being
made to process applications as quickly as possible,
including working on government holidays.

The delays were caused by multiple calls and emails
seeking updates on the same application, combined
with having to process loans for both new students
and half of the 1,225 recipients from the previous year.
So far, MVR 473 million (USD 30.74 million) has been
disbursed, with an additional MVR 180 million (USD
11.7 million) pending.

State Minister Dr. Abdul Raheem Hassan added that
214 students will depart this month, with most funds
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for these students processed. Delays were further
attributed to incomplete documents and students
applying to study in countries not covered by the loan
program. [the edition]

Maldives: First-ever Imam's seminar kicks
off with over 500 participants

(Im) The Maldives' first-ever national seminar for
Imams began at the Islamic Center in Male' City with
over 500 participants, including 203 Imams attending
in person and 300 joining online. Organized by the
Ministry of Islamic Affairs, the seminar aims to facilitate
discussions on challenges faced by Imams, enhance
their knowledge, and improve mosque management
practices. The seminar was inaugurated by Minister of
Islamic Affairs, Dr. Mohamed Shaheem Ali Saeed, who
emphasized the importance of uniting all Imams to
address their concerns. [the edition]

Maldives: Government launches energy
policy and strategy for the next five years

(Im) The Maldives government has launched its
"Energy Policy and Strategy 2024-2029," aiming to
reduce its dependence on imported fuel and increase
the use of renewable energy. Environment Minister
Thoriq Ibrahim introduced the plan at a ceremony
attended by various officials and stakeholders. The
strategy focuses on exploring renewable energy
sources such as solar, wind, and ocean currents, while
also promoting energy efficiency, modern
technologies, and renewable transport solutions.

The plan is part of the Maldives' commitment to
achieving the goals set at the COP Summit, with the
ambition to make 33 percent of the country's energy
production renewable by 2028. The five policies
outlined include experimenting with renewable energy
sources, reducing energy costs, enhancing public
awareness, and improving regulatory frameworks to
support the energy sector. This initiative builds on the
Maldives Energy Act of 2021 and aligns with President
Mohamed Muizzu's pledge to boost sustainability. [the
edition]

Maldives: MNDF officers implicated in
kidnapping case suspended
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(Im) Two Maldives National Defence Force (MNDF)
officers implicated in a kidnapping and torture case
have been suspended, according to the MNDF. The
officers were among five people arrested in connection
with the kidnapping and torture of a 30-year-old victim,
whose finger was cut off and who sustained severe
injuries, including burns and bruises.

Three minors were also reportedly involved in the
incident, and police are continuing their investigation
into the case. [the edition]

Maldives: MNDF assumes security duties
for homeland security minister

(sa) The Maldives National Defence Force (MNDF) has
taken over the security detail for Minister of Homeland
Security and Technology, Ali Thusaan. Typically, police
are responsible for ministerial security; however,
following a threat assessment, MNDF assumed these
duties for Minister lhusaan, who clarified that this
change was not triggered by any specific incident.

In addition, lhusaan is spearheading efforts to draft
legislation aimed at combatting gang crimes and drug
smuggling, including provisions for capital punishment
for certain offenses. Recently, the Ministry of Home
Affairs released a list of prominent businesses
operating without paying expatriate fees, which has
raised concerns regarding regulatory compliance.

Minister lhusaan, who has military training from the
United States and over a decade of service, explained
that periodic threat assessments may necessitate such
security changes. The Homeland Ministry is currently
focused on addressing issues surrounding
undocumented expatriates, specifically targeting illegal
business operations. [the edition]

Nepal: Government acts on cooperative
frauds report, targets key figures

(Im/ad) Home Minister Ramesh Lekhak has directed
the Nepal Police to implement the findings of a
parliamentary special investigation committee report
investigating fraud within several crisis-hit
cooperatives. The report, which was sent to the Police
Headquarters on September 22, called for immediate
action against four individuals, including Rabi
Lamichhane, the former managing director of Gorkha
Media and chairman of the Rastriya Swatantra Party
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(RSP), for charges of fraud, forgery, organized crime,
and money laundering.

The report, which was made public last week, also
implicates Gitendra Babu (GB) Rai, former Deputy
Inspector General (DIG) Chhabilal Joshi, and Kumar
Ramtel for their roles in misappropriating funds from
various cooperatives. It cites violations of the
Cooperative Act of 2017, the Criminal Code regarding
forgery, the Organized Crime Prevention Act of 2013,
and the Anti-Money Laundering Act of 2008. [The
Kathmandu Post 1]

The probe, led by Communist Party of Nepal (Unified
Marxist-Leninist) lawmaker Surya Thapa, found that
over NPR 650 million (approximately USD 4.9 million)
was misappropriated, with funds being transferred
into Gorkha Media Network from several cooperatives.
The report highlights issues such as the creation of
false documents and discrepancies in investment
sources.

The report, prepared by cross-party lawmakers, also
implicates several others and includes allegations
against Nepali Congress Vice-president Dhan Raj
Gurung. The committee has recommended
establishing a regulatory authority within three months
to oversee the cooperatives sector. They also
suggested selling institutional and personal assets of
those involved in the fraud to return funds to
depositors. [The Kathmandu Post ] [The Kathmandu
Post 3]

Following Minister Lekhak's order, former DIG Joshi
was remanded into custody for five days by the Kaski
District Court for investigation into charges of fraud
and organized crime related to the embezzlement of
funds from the Surya Darshan Savings and
Cooperative Limited. Joshi was arrested in Kathmandu
and brought to Kaski for court proceedings. [The
Kathmandu Post 4] [The Kathmandu Post 5]

Additionally, the Ministry of Home Affairs is preparing
to revive a fraud case against Lamichhane concerning
misused funds from the Suryadarshan Cooperative in
Kaski. Legal experts are divided on his liability, with
some suggesting that further investigation under
corporate governance laws could clarify his role, while
others argue that corporate law may protect him from
direct accountability unless personal guarantees were
involved. [The Kathmandu Post 6]

Nepal: Rastriya Swatantra Party's first
national conference reveals internal
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divisions

(Im) The first national conference of the Rastriya
Swatantra Party (RSP), a key opposition party that was
founded prior to the 2022 general elections, exposed
internal divisions, with representatives noting
increasing factionalism within the party. Some
attendees observed a lack of cohesion between
President Rabi Lamichhane and Vice-President
Swarnim Wagle regarding the party's direction. Acting
party spokesperson Manish Jha acknowledged the lack
of "synchronization" but denied the existence of deep
differences among leaders.

While some members from urban areas like
Kathmandu expressed optimism about the party's
leadership, representatives from remote regions
seemed uncertain. Additionally, there was
dissatisfaction over how Lamichhane handled the
parliamentary inquiry into his involvement in the
cooperatives scandal, with some suggesting that the
leadership should have awaited the government's
response.

Lamichhane's political report, presented during the
conference, included proposed statutory changes,
policy goals, and a focus on "constitutional socialism."
He criticized Nepal's traditional parties, the Nepali
Congress and the Communist Party of Nepal (CPN)
(Unified Marxist-Leninist) (CPN-UML), for allegedly
trying to push the country towards a two-party system.

Despite the internal challenges, the conference passed
Lamichhane's report, and plans were announced for
the party's first general convention in May 2025. The
conference also approved a "Mahakali-Mechi
Campaign" to engage with the general public.
However, many attendees left the meeting feeling
uninspired and critical of how the leadership had
centralized power. [The Kathmandu Post 1] [The
Kathmandu Post 2]

A notable incident underscoring the internal strife
occurred when a ward committee secretary from
Bharatpur resigned from the RSP, citing Lamichhane's
involvement in cooperative fraud. The secretary, who
claims to have lost NPR 1.3 million (approximately USD
10,000) in the Sahara Multipurpose Cooperative
Limited, stated his decision was influenced by
solidarity with other victims of the fraud. [The
Kathmandu Post 3]

Nepal: Prime Minister Oli urges youth
abroad to return and contribute to
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nation’s development

(iz) Prime Minister KP Oli, addressing the World
Leaders Forum at Columbia University during the 79th
United Nations General Assembly, urged Nepali youth
living abroad to return and help create job
opportunities in Nepal. He emphasized that national
development hinges on youth engagement and their
role in alleviating poverty and promoting dignity.

Oli acknowledged the increasing number of returnees
but noted that many still seek opportunities overseas.
He highlighted government initiatives supporting job
creation through small-scale industries and startups,
asserting that the country's transformation depends
on its youth.

He expressed optimism about Nepal's economic
potential, citing its strategic location between India and
China. Oli also reaffirmed his commitment to good
governance and transparency, stating, "Our sole
interest is to make Nepalis prosperous and happy,"
and underscoring the coalition government's
dedication to this goal.[Khabarhub]

Nepal: Congress-Unified Marxist-Leninist
coalition reaffirms pledge to review and
amend statute

(Im) Nepal's coalition government led by the Nepali
Congress and the Communist Party of Nepal (CPN)
(Unified Marxist-Leninist) (CPN-UML) has reaffirmed its
commitment to reviewing and amending Nepal's
constitution, based on a thorough analysis of its
implementation over the past nine years. The ruling
parties aim to strengthen political stability and address
weaknesses through consultations with political
parties, civil society, experts, and the public.

One of the main drivers behind the program is the
desire to strengthen and institutionalize the gains of
the 2006 People’s Movement, which ended King
Gyanendra's direct rule and established a
parliamentary democracy. The coalition seeks to
amend the constitution based on a thorough review of
its implementation, addressing areas such as
federalism, republicanism, and inclusive governance.
This is part of a broader effort to stabilize Nepal's
political environment, improve governance, and
ensure that the federal system operates effectively.

The program also responds to issues in Nepal's
cooperative sector, with the coalition committing to
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create a high-powered regulatory body to address the
mismanagement of cooperatives. Following a
parliamentary inquiry, the coalition has vowed to
ensure the return of funds to depositors affected by
fraudulent cooperatives.

Additionally, the economic component of the program
focuses on expediting hydroelectricity projects, seen as
crucial for Nepal's energy security and economic
growth. The program outlines several other priorities,
including promoting good governance, ensuring social
justice, and advancing transitional justice to achieve
sustainable peace. [The Kathmandu Post]

Nepal: Justice appointment delay curbs
Supreme Court’s strength

(Im) The Supreme Court of Nepal is facing a significant
reduction in its capacity due to delays in appointing
new justices, with four positions remaining vacant for
months. Chief Justice Bishowambhar Prasad Shrestha,
who is set to retire on October 4, ceased hearing cases
on September 4. Additionally, Justice Prakash
Dhungana has also stopped hearing cases ahead of his
retirement on October 21. This leaves the court with
only 15 justices instead of the full 21-member strength.

The Judicial Council, responsible for nominating
justices, has failed to fill these vacancies despite
several meetings. Disagreements over regulatory
changes made in September 2023 have hindered
progress, particularly regarding the ranking of judges,
which the Nepal Bar Association deems discriminatory.
The association has initiated protests demanding that
the regulations be revised before any new
appointments are made.

The council's internal committee, tasked with resolving
the issue, has been unable to reach an agreement.
While officials indicate that the chief justice is working
to expedite appointments, differences over candidate
selections and concerns raised by the Bar Association
contribute to the ongoing delay. [The Kathmandu Post]

Nepal: Election Commission announces
calendar of events for local level by-polls

(Im) The Election Commission of Nepal has released
the schedule for local by-elections scheduled for
December 1. Party registration will be held from
September 26 to October 2. In preparation for the
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elections, the commission will also set guidelines,
standards, and a code of conduct, along with managing
necessary materials, human resources, and voter
education initiatives.

On November 11, the final voter roll will be published,
and polling stations will be determined. Returning
officers' offices will be established on November 15,
and election activities will officially begin on November
17. These by-elections will fill 41 vacant local positions.

Earlier in 2023 and 2024, the Election Commission held
by-elections for House of Representatives seats in
several constituencies, including Bara-2, Chitwan-2,
Tanahun-1, and llam Constituency-2. [The Kathmandu
Post]

Nepal: Provinces turn up heat on federal
government for police adjustment

(Im) Provincial governments in Nepal, led by Koshi
Province, are urging the federal government to
address the longstanding issue of adjusting the police
force at the provincial level. On September 20, the
Koshi government submitted a 10-point demand to the
National Development Action Committee (NDAC),
calling for the implementation of provisions that allow
provinces to manage their police forces as stipulated
by the Constitution. One of the key demands is the
enactment of the Federal Civil Service Act, which would
enable provincial governments to function effectively.

Koshi's demands also include the adjustment of police
personnel, the demarcation of national forests at the
provincial level, and the allocation of fines from the
transportation sector to provincial coffers, among
others. Despite the passage of relevant laws in 2019,
including the Police Personnel Adjustment Act, the
federal government has yet to fully implement them,
hindering the provinces' ability to manage their police
forces.

Other provinces, like Madhesh, have also expressed
their frustrations, with the Madhesh provincial
assembly passing a resolution demanding the federal
government adhere to Schedule 6 of the Constitution,
which grants provinces authority over law and order.
However, progress remains slow, as the federal
government has delayed amendments to the Nepal
Police Act and the Police Personnel Adjustment Act,
despite promises from the Home Ministry. [The
Kathmandu Post]
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Nepal: Koshi Chief Minister Karki wins
confidence vote

(Im) Koshi Province Chief Minister Hikmat Kumar Karki
secured a vote of confidence in the provincial assembly
on September 18, with 66 lawmakers voting in favor
and 15 against. This comes after the Communist Party
of Nepal (CPN) (Maoist Centre) of former Prime
Minister Dahal, which had initially supported Karki,
withdrew its backing in July and officially pulled out of
the provincial government on August 30.

Karki, who was appointed on April 10, had previously
won a confidence vote in May. After the Maoist
Centre's exit, the Nepali Congress joined the
government on September 13, contributing three
ministers and one minister of state. The Koshi
Provincial Assembly consists of 93 members, including
representatives from the CPN (Unified Marxist-
Leninist) of Prime Minister Oli, Nepali Congress, Maoist
Centre, Rastriya Prajatantra Party, CPN (Unified
Socialist), and Janata Samajbadi Party. [The Kathmandu
Post]

Nepal: 16 of 17 envoy picks clear House
hearing amid some questions

(Im) The Parliamentary Hearing Committee endorsed
16 out of 17 ambassadorial nominees on September
20, following some complaints about certain nominees.
However, the endorsement of Ramkrishna Bhattarai,
the proposed ambassador to Sri Lanka, was postponed
due to the unavailability of his bachelor's degree
certificate. [The Kathmandu Post 1] [The Kathmandu
Post 2]

Some nominees faced opposition from lawmakers of
the Janata Samajbadi Party Nepal (JSP-Nepal) and
Rastriya Swatantra Party (RSP). Concerns were raised
against four nominees—Kapil Shrestha (South Africa),
Netra Prasad Timilsina (Malaysia), Dhan Prasad Pandit
(Israel), and Shankar Prasad Sharma (India)—due to
allegations questioning their moral conduct and
qualifications. The concerns centered around past legal
issues, such as Pandit's fine for withholding
information and Timilsina's involvement in a case
related to the Nepal Red Cross Society. [The
Kathmandu Post 3]

Despite these objections, the committee approved the
four nominees through a majority vote. However, while
the nominations passed, there was criticism regarding
a lack of inclusivity in the appointments, failing to
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accommodate Madhesi, Dalit, and other marginalized
groups. The nominations were further questioned for
not following guidelines on inclusivity as per the
constitution. [The Kathmandu Post 1] [The Kathmandu
Post 2]

In related updates, the Parliamentary Hearing
Committee has invited public complaints against three
nominees: Prakash Man Singh Raut for Chief Justice,
Foreign Secretary Sewa Lamsal as ambassador to
Belgium, and Chitra Lekha Yadav as ambassador to
Australia. The public can submit complaints within 10
days to the committee’s secretariat or any district
administration office, and complainants’ identities will
be kept confidential upon request.

Raut, currently the senior-most justice at the Supreme
Court, has been nominated to replace the outgoing
Chief Justice Bishowambhar Prasad Shrestha, who is
set to retire in October. Raut has served in the legal
field since 1983 and was appointed a Supreme Court
justice in 2016. His expertise includes civil, criminal,
and constitutional cases.

As per Nepal's constitution, nominees for chief justice
and ambassadorial posts must pass parliamentary
hearings before assuming their positions. If they are
approved, President Ramchandra Paudel will officially
appoint them. [The Kathmandu Post 4]

Nepal: Law revised, but political row stalls
transitional just

(Im) The implementation of Nepal's transitional justice
process, despite the recent amendment of the
Enforced Disappearance Enquiry, Truth and
Reconciliation Commission Act, remains stalled due to
political disagreements. The government had formed a
committee in April 2024, led by former Chief Justice
Om Prakash Mishra, to recommend candidates for the
Truth and Reconciliation Commission (TRC) and the
Commission of Investigation on Enforced Disappeared
Persons (CIEDP). However, the process has been
delayed, partly because the National Human Rights
Commission (NHRC) has yet to nominate a
representative to the selection committee. The NHRC
is reportedly awaiting a formal request from the
Ministry of Law in the new context following the
amendment of the Act.

The delay in appointing office bearers for these
commissions is also linked to tensions between the
ruling Communist Party of Nepal-Unified Marxist
Leninist (CPN-UML) and the Communist Party of Nepal
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(Maoist Centre). This political friction has affected the
progress of transitional justice, with key figures like
UML's KP Sharma Oli showing less interest in the
process compared to earlier. The ongoing conflict
between the parties stems from differing views on the
Maoist insurgency and has complicated efforts to
reach a consensus on the issue.

Victims of human rights violations during Nepal's civil
conflict and human rights defenders had earlier
demanded legal reforms before selecting office
bearers. While the government argues that the
committee's formation was in line with a Supreme
Court order, critics are urging a halt to the selection
process until all legal and political obstacles are
resolved.

The two commissions have been inactive since July
2022, with over 63,000 complaints waiting for the TRC
and about 2,400 cases for the CIEDP. The new teams
will have four years to address these complaints, with
possible extensions. However, progress remains
hindered by political and procedural delays. [The
Kathmandu Post]

Nepal: Karnali Province Hospital tensed
after death of woman admitted for
childbirth

(ad) Tensions erupted at Karnali Province Hospital
following the death of a 19-year-old woman who died
from excessive bleeding after being admitted for
childbirth. Her relatives staged protests, accusing the
medical staff of negligence and demanding
accountability for her death. [The Kathmandu Post 1]

The incident has raised concerns about the quality of
care at the hospital. In the fiscal year 2023-024, at least
190 women from 51 districts in Nepal died due to
complications during childbirth, according to data from
the Family Welfare Division. Health officials warn that
the actual number of maternal deaths may be
significantly higher, as surveillance is limited to these
districts.

The country has made progress in reducing the
maternal mortality rate, dropping from 239 per
100,000 births in 2016 to 151 per 100,000 in 2021.
However, ongoing budget constraints hinder the
expansion of maternal death surveillance, which is
critical for understanding and addressing the
underlying causes of these deaths. [The Kathmandu
Post 2]
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Nepal: Kathmandu court issues arrest
warrant against Durga Prasai, two others

(Im) A Kathmandu District Court has issued an arrest
warrant for Durga Prasai, a controversial medical
entrepreneur, along with Jeevan Pandey and Prakash
Chandra Dahal. The three are charged with violating
Nepal's Electronic Transactions Act. The charges stem
from alleged breaches of the act, although further
specifics of the violations were not detailed. [The
Kathmandu Post]

Nepal: Former Secretary Thakur
sentenced to 8 years and 1 month in
prison

(Im) Former Secretary Gajendra Thakur has been
sentenced to 8 years and 1 month in prison for
corruption related to the Melamchi Drinking Water
Project. The Special Court's decision, delivered by a
bench including Chairman Teknarayan Kunwar, also
convicted two others—Ramchandra Devkota and
Suryaraj Kandel—who received the same sentence.
Shivkumar Sharma, from the consulting firm Eptisa
BETS J/V, received a reduced sentence of 6 years due to
his senior citizen status.

The court ordered restitution of NPR 101,061,000
(approximately USD 25,250) from Thakur and Kandel,
and NPR 29,566,000 (approximately USD 7,390) from
Devkota and Sharma. Consulting firms Eptisa Services
and BETS Consulting were ordered to pay NPR
62,194,000 (approximately USD 15,550), while the
Italian construction company CMC must pay NPR
261,107,000 (approximately USD 65,280).

The convictions stem from charges filed by the
Commission for the Investigation of Abuse of Authority
(CIAA) against 15 individuals, including three former
secretaries, for their roles in the project. [The
Kathmandu Post]

Nepal: Children at high risk of online
sexual abuse, exploitation

(Im) Children in Nepal are facing a growing risk of
online sexual abuse and exploitation, particularly
following the COVID-19 pandemic. Data from Nepal's
Cyber Bureau shows a sharp increase in cybercrimes
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involving children, with a 260.8 percent rise from 2022
to 2024.

Experts argue that while there are existing laws to
address online child sexual abuse, they are insufficient
and poorly enforced. The lack of awareness among
parents and children further complicates the issue,
leaving minors more vulnerable to online exploitation.
[The Kathmandu Post]

Nepal: Resurgence of Japanese
encephalitis sparks urgent health
concerns

(iz) In Nepal, there is an alarming resurgence of
Japanese encephalitis (JE), particularly in Kathmandu,
where 14 fatalities have been reported since the onset
of the monsoon in June. This year's death toll has
already doubled compared to last year, with over 60
confirmed cases. The disease, transmitted by Culex
mosquitoes, poses a high risk, especially to children
under 15, with severe complications occurring in about
1in 250 infections. Despite vaccination efforts,
individuals who were either unvaccinated or had
received their last dose years ago may still be at risk.

Japanese encephalitis typically peaks during the
monsoon season from June to August. The ongoing
outbreak could continue for several weeks,
necessitating immediate interventions, including
vaccination and awareness campaigns. The spread of
the virus from the Tarai region to hilly areas like
Kathmandu has raised concerns about a potential
"surprise outbreak" due to the city’s high population
density and favorable conditions for mosquito
breeding. [The Kathmandu Post]

Nepal: Surge in Dengue, Scrub Typhus
cases strains capacity at Shukaraj Tropical
Hospital

(iz) The Shukraraj Tropical and Infectious Disease
Hospital in Teku, Nepal, has reported a significant
increase in dengue and scrub typhus cases, posing
challenges in patient management. Hospital director
Dr. Yubanidhi Basaula noted that 55 patients are
currently admitted, with an average of eight new cases
daily. Since mid-August, the hospital has treated 195
dengue cases, 13 scrub typhus cases, and 71
snakebites. Dr. Basaula warned that timely medical
intervention is crucial, as these infections can be fatal.
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The facility, which has a capacity of 100 beds, is
currently limited to 85. [Nepali News]

Nepal: Revenue shortfalls raise concerns
over financial sustainability

(ad) Nepal's total revenue collection for the fiscal year
2023-24 was NPR 1,058.90 billion (approximately USD
7.89 billion), falling short of the target of NPR 1,422.54
billion (around USD 10.59 billion) by NPR 363.64 billion
(USD 2.71 billion), or 25.56 percent. This shortfall
continues a troubling trend, with the previous year's
revenue also missing its target by 31.77 percent.

In the current fiscal year, the target is NPR 1,419.3
billion (USD 10.56 billion), but daily revenue collection
is significantly lower than required, averaging NPR 2.53
billion (USD 18.88 million) instead of the necessary NPR
3.88 billion (USD 29.03 million). As of September 22,
total revenue was only NPR 178 billion (USD 1.33
billion), about 12.58 percent of the annual goal.

The government's public debt has surged to NPR 2.52
trillion (USD 18.82 billion), and the public debt-to-GDP
ratio has risen to 44.34 percent from 28 percent a
decade ago.

Efforts to reform the tax system have failed to yield
results, with a high level of complexity and ineffective
revenue administration leading to significant tax
evasion and a narrow tax base. Proposals for more
progressive tax policies and wealth redistribution have
not been effectively implemented, resulting in growing
inequality. Without substantial improvements to the
revenue base, Nepal may struggle to finance its regular
expenditures in the near future. [The Kathmandu Post]

Nepal: Traders hike food prices amid
festive demand

(ad) As Nepal's festivals, Dashain and Tihar, approach,
prices for essential food items like rice, edible oil, and
lentils have risen. Retailers expect prices to stay high
throughout the festive season.

Despite stable prices in India, some traders are
exploiting weak market oversight to increase costs. For
instance, after India raised import taxes on edible oils,
Nepali prices jumped, with sunflower oil rising from
NPR 190 (USD 1.43) to NPR 210 (USD 1.57) per liter.


https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-eurtrut-l-aj/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-eurtrut-l-at/

Even with the upcoming rice harvest, the price of rice
has increased by NPR 100 (USD 0.75) for a 25 kg bag.

Sugar is projected to reach NPR 160 (USD 1.20) per kg
by Tihar due to stock shortages.

Consumer rights activists are urging the government to
enforce stricter inspections of large traders to stabilize
prices, as current measures focus primarily on retail
markets. While some prices, like cumin seeds, have
decreased, the overall trend indicates a rising cost of
living. [The Kathmandu Post]

Nepal: Carrying licensed weapons banned
in public offices, places

(Im) The Nepalese government has announced a ban
on carrying licensed weapons in various public and
government spaces. According to a notice published by
the Ministry of Home Affairs in the National Gazette,
individuals are prohibited from bringing firearms, even
if licensed, into places such as parliamentary buildings,
courts, hospitals, schools, public transport, shopping
malls, cinemas, and government offices. The regulation
follows a recent incident in March 2024, where a
bodyguard was arrested with a weapon at the
Supreme Court premises, prompting a nationwide
review of licensed firearms.

The ban restricts the carrying of weapons outside
private homes unless a travel permit is obtained.
Exceptions to this rule apply only for activities related
to the renewal of firearm licenses. This move is
enforced under Sections 3 and 8 of the Arms and
Ammunition Act 1962, which allows the government to
designate areas where carrying weapons is prohibited.
[The Kathmandu Post]

Pakistan: Supreme Court rules PTI
unconstitutionally denied recognition
amid rising political tensions

(Im) The Supreme Court of Pakistan has issued a
detailed verdict on a previous ruling from mid-July,
declaring the Election Commission's (ECP) denial of
recognition to former Prime Minister Imran Khan's
Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) party unconstitutional. In
its ruling, the court criticized the ECP for failing to fulfill
its constitutional duties, emphasizing that its actions
undermined the integrity of the electoral process. [The
Express Tribune] [Arab News 1]
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The case stems from the ECP's decision to strip PTI of
its election symbol, the "cricket bat," due to a
prolonged legal battle regarding the party's failure to
conduct proper intra-party elections. As a result,
candidates from the PTI had to run as independents in
the February 8 national elections, leading to the ECP's
refusal to allocate reserved parliamentary seats on
technical grounds.

In a divided ruling on July 12, the Supreme Court
initially declared the PTI eligible for these reserved
seats, challenging the ECP's stance and posing a threat
to the ruling coalition led by Prime Minister Shehbaz
Sharif. In response, the government quickly passed the
Elections (Second Amendment) Bill, 2024, which limited
party eligibility for reserved seats, effectively
countering the Supreme Court's ruling.

The situation escalated further when National
Assembly Speaker Ayaz Sadiq wrote to the ECP,
arguing that the Supreme Court's ruling was difficult to
implement due to the recent amendments to the
Elections Act 2017. Sadiq urged the ECP to comply with
the newly amended election laws passed by
parliament rather than adhering to the court's ruling,
emphasizing parliamentary supremacy. He warned
that undermining parliament’s sovereignty could erode
public confidence in institutions. [Arab News 2]

Crucially, tensions between Prime Minister Sharif's
government and the judiciary are further deepening
due to the government's broader constitutional reform
agenda, which includes extending the retirement age
of superior judges by three years, changing the chief
justice appointment process, and establishing a federal
constitutional court

The government plans to table the controversial
constitutional amendments package in parliament
during the first week of October, according to legal
adviser Barrister Ageel Malik. This decision follows the
government's failure to secure the necessary two-
thirds majority to present the amendments earlier this
month. Malik confirmed that the government would
withdraw amendments related to fundamental rights
and the command of the Armed Forces for further
review.

Concerns have been voiced by opposition parties,
particularly the PTI, which accuses the government of
attempting to consolidate power over judicial
appointments, especially regarding Chief Justice Qazi
Faez Isa. Additionally, Maulana Fazlur Rehman, leader
of the Jamiat-e-Ulama-e-Islam (JUI-F), has challenged
the ruling coalition by advocating for judicial reforms
instead of supporting the proposed package of 52
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constitutional amendments. Rehman criticized the
package for limiting human rights and expanding
military influence, leading him to withhold his party's
support. [Arab News 3] [Arab News 4]

Pakistan: Lt Gen Muhammad Asim Malik
to head ISI spy agency

(Im) Pakistan has appointed Lt. Gen. Muhammad Asim
Malik as the new head of its Inter-Services Intelligence
(ISI) agency, effective September 30. Currently serving
as the army’s Adjutant General, Malik will succeed Lt.
Gen. Nadeem Anjum, who was appointed in 2021.

Malik, a graduate of Fort Leavenworth in the United
States and the Royal College of Defense Studies in
London, has previously commanded the infantry
brigade in Waziristan and served in the Balochistan
infantry division. His appointment comes at a critical
time as Pakistan faces increased militant attacks,
particularly in the Khyber Pakhtunkhwa and
Balochistan provinces, with tensions related to the
Pakistani Taliban and Afghanistan. [Arab News]

Pakistan: Much-debated Pakistan
Supreme Court Practice and Procedure
Ordinance becomes law

(Im) The Supreme Court (Practice and Procedure)
Amendment Ordinance 2024 has become law in
Pakistan, following President Asif Ali Zardari's signature
on the legislation. This law, initially passed by
parliament in 2023 during Prime Minister Shehbaz
Sharif's government, was blocked by the Supreme
Court at the time. It is widely viewed as reducing the
powers of the senior judiciary, particularly its ability to
initiate suo moto cases, which allow the court to take
up issues of public importance on its own.

The law mandates that Supreme Court cases be heard
by a bench composed of the Chief Justice of Pakistan,
the next most senior judge, and another judge
nominated by the Chief Justice. It also requires that any
case invoking suo moto jurisdiction under Article
184(3) must identify the specific public importance and
fundamental right at stake.

The law aims to introduce more transparency, as all
hearings will be recorded, and transcripts made
publicly available. This move has been seen as a way to
limit judicial overreach, particularly in cases of public
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interest litigation. The full bench of 15 Supreme Court
judges, led by Chief Justice Qazi Faez Isa, is reviewing
petitions challenging the law, with hearings broadcast
live since September 2023.

This legislative shift has sparked debate over the
balance of power between Pakistan's government and
judiciary, especially in its implications for the court's
independence and its role in protecting fundamental
rights. [Arab News]

Pakistan: PTI continues to rally to demand
release of Imran Khan, judicial
independence

(sma/Im) The Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) party, led
by former Prime Minister Imran Khan, has announced
nationwide protests for September 27 to demand his
release from prison and advocate for judicial
independence. Khyber Pakhtunkhwa Chief Minister Ali
Amin Gandapur, a close aide of Khan, confirmed that
the party will also gather in Mianwali on September 29
and plans another rally in Rawalpindi. [Arab News 1]

This announcement follows a rally in Lahore on
September 21, where thousands of Khan's supporters
gathered to demand his release. However, the event
was abruptly cut short when authorities shut off the
electricity supply after the 6 p.m. deadline imposed by
the provincial administration.

Khan has been incarcerated since August 2023 on
multiple charges, some of which have been overturned
or suspended. He remains in prison due to new
allegations involving the illegal sale of state gifts during
his tenure in office. PTIl leaders assert that these
charges are politically motivated and continue to
mobilize public support for Khan's release.

The Punjab government closely monitored the rally,
labeling it a "flop show" due to its alleged low turnout.
Provincial Information Minister Azma Bokhari criticized
the attendance, while PTI countered by accusing the
government of blocking roads and detaining
supporters to undermine their efforts. [Arab News 2]
[Arab News 3]

These rallies are part of a broader political crisis that
began in May 2023, when violent protests erupted
following Khan's brief arrest in a land graft case.
Supporters targeted government and military
installations, prompting a harsh crackdown from
authorities. Hundreds of PTI leaders and activists have
been detained, and the military is conducting trials of
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at least 103 individuals involved in the violence
through army courts, a move criticized for
undermining civilian judicial processes.

In the lead-up to the Lahore rally, police intensified
their crackdown on PTI members as part of a broader
operation targeting individuals linked to the unrest on
May 9. In response, the PTI filed a petition with the
Lahore High Court, alleging violations of their
constitutional rights and seeking protection from
further detentions. [The Express Tribune]

Pakistan: Rights activists demand judicial
probe into police killing of blasphemy
accused

(Im) Pakistani rights activists and civil society members
have called for a judicial inquiry into the killing of Dr.
Shahnawaz Kanbhar, a man accused of blasphemy, by
police in Umerkot district, Sindh province. The incident,
which occurred on September 19, is alleged to have
been a staged police encounter, with activists
demanding an investigation by a sitting high court
judge.

The Human Rights Commission of Pakistan and
Amnesty International have both condemned the
incident, with Amnesty calling for a thorough, impartial
inquiry and fair trials for those involved. The Sindh
provincial government has suspended several police
officers while the investigation is ongoing. Amnesty
also pointed out that four people accused of
blasphemy have been killed in Pakistan since May 2024
and reiterated its call for the repeal of blasphemy laws,
which it says perpetuate violence and discrimination.

Blasphemy accusations in Pakistan often lead to mob
violence, with the accused frequently lynched before
trial. While blasphemy is punishable by death, no one
has been executed by the state for this crime, though
many accused have been killed extrajudicially. [Arab

News 1]

In a related incident, the family of Abdul Ali, another
blasphemy suspect killed in custody in Quetta,
Balochistan, has publicly forgiven the police officer
responsible for his death. Ali's family has opted not to
press charges, leaving the decision on whether the
officer will be prosecuted to the courts. [Arab News 2]
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Pakistan: Islamabad police dismiss three
cops for harassment, illegal detention of
couple

(Im) The Islamabad police have dismissed three
officers for harassing, blackmailing, and illegally
detaining a married couple visiting a picnic spot. The
incident occurred when the police stopped the couple
and demanded a marriage certificate, humiliating them
and asking for a bribe after they could not produce it.
One officer separated the woman from her husband
and harassed her, while another repeatedly contacted
her with threats.

In a separate case, a police station in-charge was
arrested for unlawfully detaining two citizens for 19
days without charges. [Arab News]

Pakistan: Anti-narcotics body teams up
with Higher Education Commission
against drugs on campus

(Im) The Anti-Narcotics Force (ANF) of Pakistan has
launched a national campaign to combat drug use in
educational institutions, with a special focus on
universities and colleges. In collaboration with the
Higher Education Commission (HEC), the initiative aims
to reduce drug demand, gather intelligence, and crack
down on drug distribution. According to a 2022 study
by the ANF, about 53 percent of Pakistani university
and college students have been exposed to drugs, with
27 percent admitting to usage.

HEC Chairman Dr. Mukhtar Ahmed acknowledged the
growing problem and emphasized the importance of a
collective effort involving parents, educators, and
authorities to address it. Both students and faculty at
various universities cited easy access to drugs, stress,
peer pressure, and isolation as factors contributing to
the rise in drug use.

The ANF has taken enforcement actions against drug
dealers and continues to work on raising awareness
through sessions with university administrations,
teachers, and parents. The government has also
approved a new National Drug Survey, the first in over
a decade, to gather updated data on drug use across
the country. [Arab News]

Pakistan: Government approves revamp
of tax collection body in bid to support
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economy

(Im) Pakistan's Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif has
approved a comprehensive transformation plan for
the Federal Board of Revenue (FBR) to enhance tax
collection and support the country's struggling
economy, which has a GDP of USD 350 billion. This
initiative, developed with experts, includes a strategic
use of information technology, better tax law
enforcement, and incentivizing FBR officials based on
performance. These reforms are part of the conditions
set by the International Monetary Fund (IMF) for a USD
3 billion bailout, which helped Pakistan avoid default in
2023.

The plan aims to raise nearly USD 46 billion in taxes
during the 2024-25 fiscal year, a 40 percent increase
from the previous year. Despite these efforts,
Pakistan's public debt of USD 242 billion remains a
critical issue, with debt servicing expected to consume
half of the country's income in 2024, according to the
IMF. [Arab News]

Pakistan: Government announces
Pakistan International Airlines auction on
October 1

(Im) Pakistan's Privatization Commission Board has
announced the auction of Pakistan International
Airlines (PIA) for October 1, 2024. The airline, burdened
by debt totaling PKR 800 billion (USD 2.9 billion), has
faced financial difficulties and lost access to key flight
routes, such as those to Europe, suspended since
2020. The privatization effort follows repeated bailout
requests by PIA management and is part of reforms
recommended by the International Monetary Fund
(IMF) to privatize lossmaking state-owned entities.

Initially, the government aimed to complete the sale on
August 14, 2024, but delays occurred due to bidders
requesting more detailed financial documents and
clarification on the status of suspended flights. Six
bidders have been pre-qualified, including Fly Jinnah
and Air Blue Limited.

Restoring flights to Europe remains a government
priority, especially after the ban imposed by the
European Union Aviation Safety Agency following a
2020 PIA plane crash and subsequent revelations of
pilots holding fake licenses. [Arab News]
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Pakistan: WhatsApp, Instagram face
outages

(ht) On September 21, users in Pakistan experienced
widespread outages on WhatsApp and Instagram, as
reported by Downdetector. Instagram faced as many
as 86 disruptions within an hour, and WhatsApp users
began facing issues, particularly with sending voice
messages, around 10:45 am. Additionally, mobile
internet services from providers Zong and PTCL were
also disrupted.

The Pakistan Telecommunications Authority (PTA) has
not yet issued an official statement regarding these
outages. However, the PTA had previously warned that
internet speeds across Pakistan would remain slow
until early October due to ongoing repairs on the
SMW-4 submarine cable. While the AAE-1 cable has
been successfully repaired, improving internet quality,
the SMW-4 cable is still under maintenance, which
continues to affect internet connectivity across the
country. [AA| News]

Pakistan: Punjab reports 86 new dengue
cases amid rising concerns

(ht) As of September 22, Pakistan's Punjab province
has reported 86 new dengue cases within the last 24
hours, primarily concentrated in Rawalpindi, with
additional cases in cities like Gujranwala, Sheikhupura,
Attock, Mianwali, Lahore, Kasur, Chakwal, and Sahiwal.
The Punjab Department of Primary and Secondary
Health Care assured the public that measures are in
place to contain the virus, including fully stocked
government hospitals with necessary medicines.

Dengue is a vector-borne illness caused by
mosquitoes, leading to severe flu-like symptoms such
as high fever, headaches, muscle and joint pain, and
nausea. Pakistan, where dengue is endemic,
experiences seasonal peaks, with a surge in cases
following the 2022 floods. In 2021, 52,929 cases and
224 deaths were reported, while 2022 saw 79,007
cases and 149 deaths. The spread of dengue globally
has been exacerbated by climate change, with the
World Health Organization declaring a global
emergency in December 2022. [ANI News] [Arab News]

Pakistan: Three new polio cases reported
as tally rises to 21 this year
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(ht) Pakistan has confirmed three new polio cases,
raising the total for the year to 21. The latest cases
were reported in Sindh, Balochistan, and Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa, where the province recorded its first
case of 2024—a nine-month-old girl from Mohmand
district, who has been paralyzed by the virus. Following
this discovery, Khyber Pakhtunkhwa Chief Minister Ali
Amin Gandapur ordered the suspension of the local
district health officer and the polio eradication
program coordinator.

In 2023, Pakistan had six reported cases, four of which
were in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa. This year, Balochistan
leads with 14 cases, followed by Sindh with four,
Punjab and Khyber Pakhtunkhwa with one each, and
one in Islamabad. Polio, a highly infectious disease
primarily affecting children under five, can lead to
paralysis or death. Efforts to eradicate the disease in
Pakistan face challenges, including violence against
polio teams and the police assigned to protect them.
[Anadolu Ajansi]

Crucially, rising polio vaccine boycotts are significantly
hampering the international effort to eradicate the
poliovirus. Villagers are demanding government action
on local issues—like jobs, electrification, and
healthcare—before allowing their children to receive
polio vaccinations. This tactic has become a bargaining
tool against what residents perceive as a neglectful
government, with demands often linked to the USD 1.1
billion annual global eradication program.

These boycotts stem not from conspiracy theories but
from frustration over unmet basic needs. For instance,
the Kuki Khel tribe used a polio boycott to leverage
government commitments to repatriate families
displaced during the war against the Taliban. [The
Telegraph]

Pakistan: Met Office warns of torrential
rains, flood risks from September 26 to
October 1

(Im) The Pakistan Meteorological Department (Met
Office) has issued a warning of heavy rainfall expected
from September 26 to October 1, which could trigger
floods and landslides in low-lying and northern areas
of the country. Moist currents from the Bay of Bengal
are predicted to penetrate upper Pakistan, along with
a westerly wave.

Areas at risk include Murree, Galliyat, Mansehra,
Abbottabad, Gilgit-Baltistan, and parts of Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa, where local streams could overflow.
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Urban flooding is anticipated in cities like Islamabad,
Rawalpindi, Lahore, and Sialkot. Landslides are likely to
disrupt roads in northern areas, including Murree and
Kashmir.

The Met Office has advised farmers, travelers, and
tourists to take precautions, and it warned of potential
damage from windstorms and lightning to weak
structures such as mud houses, billboards, and electric
poles. Hot and dry weather is expected in the southern
regions, with isolated rains in parts of Sindh and
Balochistan. [Arab News]

Pakistan: Surge in violence: diplomats
targeted, soldiers killed, ATF officials
ambushed

(ht/Im) A roadside bomb struck a convoy of foreign
diplomats visiting the Swat Valley in Pakistan's
northwestern Khyber Pakhtunkhwa province on
September 22, resulting in the death of a police officer
assigned to their security. Four additional officers were
injured in the attack, which occurred while the
diplomats were en route to the Malam Jabba ski resort.
No group has claimed responsibility for the bombing,
which has drawn condemnation from President Asif Ali
Zardari and Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif. [Arab News
1] [Reuters] [Arab News 2]

Earlier in the week, two encounters in North and South
Waziristan resulted in the deaths of six soldiers and
the reported killing of twelve terrorists. Security forces
engaged seven terrorists attempting to infiltrate
Pakistan through the Afghanistan border in North
Waziristan, successfully gunning them down and
recovering explosives and ammunition. In a separate
incident in South Waziristan's Ladha area, six soldiers
were martyred, and five terrorists were killed. [The
News] [Arab News 3]

Meanwhile, in Balochistan, a militant ambush on
September 22 killed three officials from Pakistan's Anti-
Terrorist Force (ATF) in the Zhob district. The attack
occurred as the ATF vehicle was returning from
handing over a prisoner. One officer died at the scene,
while two others succumbed to injuries en route to
Quetta.

This region has been a hotspot for a separatist
insurgency and recent attacks by the Tehreek-e-Taliban
Pakistan (TTP), contributing to a surge in violence that
has claimed over 50 lives in recent weeks. Separatists
allege that the central government exploits the
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province's resources, a claim the government denies.
[Arab News 4]

Pakistan: Six killed, 25 injured as rival
tribes clash over property dispute in
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa

(Im) Clashes between rival tribes over a land dispute in
Kurram district, Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, have resulted in
at least six fatalities and 25 injuries over the past three
days. The fighting, which involved both heavy and
small weapons, has led to the blockage of the
Parachinar-Peshawar highway. This region, bordering
Afghanistan, has a history of violent tribal conflicts and
sectarian tensions, with a previous incident in July
claiming 38 lives and injuring 158 others. [Arab News]

Seychelles: National Assembly
implements law on hate speech and
related offences

(sa) The Seychelles National Assembly recently
approved a significant amendment to the Penal Code,
introducing hate as an aggravating factor for offenses
motivated by bias. With eighteen members voting in
favor and eight against, the amendment aims to
address hate-motivated crimes more effectively,
reinforcing protections for vulnerable groups in
society.

Vice President Ahmed Afif, who presented the
amendment, emphasized the importance of combating
hate speech and acts of discrimination, asserting that
the new provisions would provide greater safeguards
against violence and intimidation based on protected
characteristics such as race, religion, disability, and
sexual orientation.

However, the amendment has faced opposition from
the Association for Rights, Information, and Democracy
(ARID), which argues that it infringes on freedom of
expression. [Seychelles News Agency]

Seychelles: Virtual IDs for new work
permit holders introduced

(sa) As of September 17, new work permit holders in
Seychelles now use SeylD, a digital platform, instead of
physical ID cards. The move aims to improve efficiency
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in the Department of Immigration and Civil Status by
streamlining processes and reducing queues. Permit
holders register for virtual IDs online after receiving
their National Identity Number, with IDs valid for the
duration of their work permits. [Seychelles News
Agency]

Seychelles: Economic growth forecast
revised down to to 3.1 percent

(sa) Seychelles has revised its 2024 economic growth
forecast from 3.4 percent to 3.1 percent, largely due to
slower-than-expected growth in tourism, a key
industry for the archipelago. Finance Minister Naadir
Hassan explained that reduced flight connections to
Europe, particularly from Russia and Israel, impacted
visitor numbers. The government is negotiating with
airlines like Aeroflot to boost year-round flights.

Additionally, the manufacturing sector saw a 5 percent
decline due to a December 2023 explosion at a major
construction company, further affecting economic
performance. Delays in community projects funded by
India also led to reduced donations.

The government requested a supplementary budget of
SCR 473 million (USD 34.8 million) for various projects,
including a land reclamation initiative and landslide
prevention measures. Despite these challenges,
Seychelles expects to maintain a fiscal surplus of 1.1
percent of GDP. [Seychelles News Agency]

Sri Lanka: Anura Kumara Dissanayake
elected president, Parliament dissolved

(sa) Anura Kumara Dissanayake, the leader of the
Marxist Janatha Vimukthi Peramuna (JVP), has won Sri
Lanka's presidential election, marking a significant
departure from the established political elite that has
been blamed for the country's economic collapse.
Dissanayake secured approximately 5.74 million votes,
defeating opposition leader Sajith Premadasa, who
garnered around 4.53 million votes, and incumbent
President Ranil Wickremesinghe, who received about
1.7 million votes. The election saw a turnout of 79
percent, reflecting a strong desire for change among
the electorate.

This election is particularly notable as it is the first
since widespread protests led to the ousting of former
President Gotabaya Rajapaksa in 2022.
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Wickremesinghe, who took office after Rajapaksa fled
the country, had attempted to stabilize the economy
through measures such as negotiating a USD 3 billion
loan from the International Monetary Fund (IMF).
However, his austerity measures, which resulted in
increased poverty rates, made him unpopular among
voters.

Over the past years, Dissanayake transformed the JVP's
image from a radical fringe group, which previously
garnered just 3 percent of the votes in the 2019
presidential election, into a credible political force.
Moreover, he positioned his National People’s Power
(NPP) coalition as a solution to public grievances,
promising to renegotiate the terms of the IMF bailout
deal and improve economic conditions for the working
class. [The Guardian] [Associated Press] [The New York
Times] [Financial Times]

Dissanayake's agenda may include the abolition of the
executive presidency, a position that has concentrated
power in the hands of the president since its
establishment under the 1978 constitution. This
potential move is part of a broader push for political
reform and accountability, as many view the executive
presidency as a contributing factor to systemic
corruption and mismanagement. [Daily Mirror 1]

In the lead-up to the election, Dissanayake also
pledged to cancel the Adani Group's wind power
project, which aims to develop 484 megawatts of wind
energy in northeastern Sri Lanka with an investment
exceeding USD 440 million. He expressed concerns
that the project threatens the country’s energy
sovereignty during a political discussion. [Colombo
Gazette]

Despite his victory, Dissanayake faces challenges
ahead, as the National People’s Power controls only
three seats in Parliament, where cabinet members
must be drawn from. A recent gazette notification
confirmed the appointment of Lakshman Nipuna
Arachchi as the new Member of Parliament for the
Colombo Electoral District, filling the vacancy left by
Dissanayake's presidential win. Additionally, former
Senior DIG Ravi Seneviratne has been appointed as the
Secretary to the Ministry of Public Security, while Air
Vice Marshal (Retd) Sampath Thuyacontha will serve as
Secretary of Defence. [Daily Mirror 2] [Daily Mirror 3]
[Daily Mirror 4]

Following Dissanayake's election, Parliament was
dissolved on September 24, paving the way for a
parliamentary election scheduled for December. After
the dissolution, the President will announce the
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nomination period, and the new Parliament is
expected to convene in January 2025. [Daily Mirror 5]

Sri Lanka: Supreme Court dismisses
petition against IGP appointment

(sa) A petition filed by a group of Buddhist monks
seeking to lift the interim injunction preventing
Deshabandu Tennakoon from serving as Inspector
General of Police (IGP) has been dismissed by the
Supreme Court of Sri Lanka. The monks aimed to
suspend the interim order issued in July 2024.

The interim order originated from a series of nine
petitions challenging President Ranil Wickremesinghe's
decision to appoint Tennakoon as IGP. These petitions
included notable voices, such as Cardinal Malcolm
Ranijith, the head of the Catholic Church in Colombo,
who expressed concerns over the appointment. The
opposition stemmed from various stakeholders,
including civil society members and political figures,
who questioned Tennakoon's suitability for the role
amidst ongoing issues related to police conduct and
accountability. [AIR No.37, September/2024, 2]

The Supreme Court's dismissal of the monks' petition
highlights the complexities surrounding police
leadership in Sri Lanka, particularly in a context where
public trust in law enforcement has been strained due
to allegations of misconduct and political interference.
The initial interim order served as a pause on
Tennakoon's appointment, reflecting broader public
discontent with the government's approach to policing
and governance. [Colombo Gazette]

Sri Lanka: Newly elected President
Dissanayake assures Easter Sunday
attacks probe

(Im) President Anura Kumara Dissanayake assured
Archbishop of Colombo, Malcolm Cardinal Ranjith,
regarding the ongoing investigations into the Easter
Sunday attacks during a visit to the Archbishop's
House. [Colombo Gazette]

The pledge by President Anura Kumara Dissanayake to
thoroughly investigate the Easter Sunday attacks
reflects ongoing concerns in Sri Lanka regarding
accountability and justice related to the tragic
bombings that occurred on April 21, 2019. These
attacks targeted multiple churches and hotels,
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resulting in over 260 deaths and hundreds of injuries.
The incidents have since been marred by accusations
of governmental negligence, inadequate security
measures, and failure to address prior intelligence
warnings.

In the years following the attacks, there have been
widespread calls for accountability, with families of
victims and various community leaders demanding
justice. The investigations have faced criticism for
perceived delays and lack of transparency. The
previous administration was often accused of not
prioritizing the issue, leading to public frustration.

Sri Lanka: Concerns over press freedom
grow

(sa) Concerns about press freedom in Sri Lanka have
intensified in the lead-up to the recently held
presidential elections, the first since the mass protests
of 2022. Reporters Without Borders (RSF) has
highlighted the troubling state of journalism in the
country, noting that at least two journalists were
arrested earlier this year for their reporting. G.P.
Nissanka, owner of the news site Ravana Lanka, was
detained for exposing corruption involving a military
officer, while freelance journalist Bimal Ruhunage was
arrested for unauthorized filming.

The government has employed anti-terrorism laws,
such as the Prevention of Terrorism Act (PTA), to
silence dissenting voices in the media. Additionally, the
recently enacted Online Safety Act grants authorities
broad powers to censor online content, raising
significant concerns among civil society. Critics,
including the United Nations Human Rights Office,
warn that the vague terminology in these laws could
criminalize legitimate forms of expression.

As a result of these challenges, Sri Lanka's standing on
the World Press Freedom Index has declined, falling
from 135th to 150th place out of 180 countries. This
underscores the urgent need for reforms to ensure a
free and independent media landscape. [Colombo
Gazette]

Sri Lanka: Ceylon Chamber of Commerce
outlines economic priorities for new
president
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(sa) The Ceylon Chamber of Commerce (CCC) has
outlined ten key economic priorities for newly elected
President Anura Kumara Dissanayake as he begins his
term. The CCC emphasized the importance of
collaborating with stakeholders to develop effective
growth strategies that benefit the populace.

The priorities include completing the restructuring of
external debt and continuing with the International
Monetary Fund (IMF) program for successful reviews
and disbursements. They call for implementing
proposed expenditure changes backed by credible
revenue strategies that do not burden taxpayers while
reassessing revenue collection methods. Additionally,
the CCC urges addressing the visa-on-arrival issue
promptly, establishing Digital Public Infrastructure and
a Digital ID system, and committing to the National
Single Window for Trade to enhance trade efficiency.

There is a recommendation to create a National
Implementation Oversight Committee to facilitate
reform delivery and to enact legislation related to the
Economic Transformation Act, Public Debt
Management Act, and other relevant laws. The CCC
also stresses the need to avoid ad hoc policies that
negatively impact the private sector, ensuring changes
are made in consultation with stakeholders. Following
this, they encourage following through on the
government's action plan based on the IMF
Governance Diagnostic Assessment and resuming
trade agreement negotiations with China, India, and
Indonesia. [Daily Mirror]

Sri Lanka: Leadership changes at state-
owned organizations

(sa) The Bank of Ceylon (BOC), a state-owned, major
commercial bank in Sri Lanka, has announced the
resignation of Chairman Kavan Ratnayaka, effective
September 22. Ratnayaka, who took office in March
2024, will be succeeded by a new chairman appointed
by the recently elected president. In addition, Pasanda
Yapa Abeywardena has also stepped down as
Chairman of Lanka Sathosa, the largest state-owned
retail chain in Sri Lanka, paving the way for new
appointments under the new administration. [Daily
Mirror 1] [Daily Mirror 2]

Constitutional Law and
-Politics, Human Rights
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and National Security in
Southeast Asia

Cambodia: Hun Manet's first year in office
marked by balancing legacy and reform

(ma) A year into Prime Minister Hun Manet's
leadership, a distinct generational shift is evident in
Cambodia's political landscape. The older generation,
symbolized by "Oxfield," fought for peace and stability,
while the "Oxford" generation, led by Hun Manet,
focuses on maintaining peace amid new economic and
political challenges. The younger leadership, highly
educated and globally exposed, faces the task of
satisfying an increasingly informed and demanding
electorate.

Hun Manet's leadership style contrasts with his
predecessor and father Hun Sen, who was more
dominant and protective. In contrast, Manet delegates
authority, emphasizing accountability within his
cabinet. Ministers are given significant independence
to implement policies but must deliver results or step
aside. This approach aims to modernize governance
and align with evolving public expectations, where
economic reform, transparency, and effective public
services are key priorities.

Two critical areas Hun Manet aims to address during
his tenure are healthcare reform and economic
diversification. His focus on improving Cambodia's
public health system and reducing dependence on
foreign medical services could shape his legacy.
Similarly, attracting foreign investment beyond the
garment industry and modernizing Cambodia’s
industrial sector will be benchmarks for his
administration’s success by 2028. The continued
modernization of the country's economy will rely on
progress in sectors like manufacturing, agriculture, and
workforce development. [Khmer Times]
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While Hun Manet's tenure as Prime Minister of
Cambodia has been marked by ambitious goals, such
as healthcare reform and economic diversification, his
leadership has not escaped criticism. Observers note
that despite his Western education and technocratic
approach, Hun Manet continues many of the
authoritarian practices that defined his father’s rule.
Political repression remains a major issue, with the
banning of opposition parties and the imprisonment of
political opponents being clear examples. These
practices cast doubt on the prospects for meaningful
democratic reform under his leadership. [Council on
Foreign Relations] [The Cambodia Daily 1]

Furthermore, while Hun Manet has made efforts to
attract foreign investment and improve Cambodia's
international standing, particularly through closer ties
with China, his administration’s economic reforms are
seen as constrained by ongoing corruption and a
political environment that discourages dissent. This
continued repression, combined with his father's
lingering influence in the political system, limits the
potential for genuine progress in governance. [South
China Morning Post] [The Cambodia Daily 2]

Cambodia: Minimum wage for garment
and footwear workers to be increased

(ma) The minimum wage for Cambodia's garment,
footwear, and travel goods sectors will rise to $208 per
month in 2024, marking a USD 4 increase from the
current year. This adjustment includes $2 negotiated
by unions and employers, with an additional USD 2
added by Prime Minister Hun Manet. Minister of
Labour Heng Sour stressed that the agreed figure
supports job retention and productivity while ensuring
workers' welfare. Union leaders welcomed the raise
but cautioned against rent hikes, urging landlords to
keep living costs stable.

Prime Minister Hun Manet's intervention reflects the
government’'s commitment to improving workers'
livelihoods despite challenging global economic
conditions. While the wage increase is modest, it
demonstrates consistent progress compared to other
nations in the region, where wages remain stagnant
due to inflation and economic struggles. The
government also plans to monitor housing and utility
costs to protect workers from rising living expenses.
Employers and unions expressed satisfaction with the
deal, noting that it strikes a balance between
supporting workers and maintaining industrial
productivity.
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Representatives of both unions and factory owners
confirmed that the wage increase would not harm
productivity, with employers assuring them they could
manage the new figure. While the hike was smaller
than some workers had hoped, both sides recognized
the constraints posed by the economic environment.
Workers, such as Sin Sovan, expressed gratitude for
the wage increase but appealed to landlords and
market vendors to refrain from raising prices. The
Ministry of Labour also noted the rapid growth in
Cambodia’s textile industry, highlighting the significant
rise in wages and employment since 1997. [Khmer
Times]

Cambodia: Floods impact four provinces,
damaging infrastructure and crops

(ma) Heavy rainfall over last week has caused
widespread flooding across four Cambodian provinces,
affecting 2,393 households and 1,295 hectares of rice
fields, with Kratie province being hit the hardest. The
floods have also damaged a reservoir dam in Koh Kong
province, prompting local authorities to evacuate
several families. Prime Minister Hun Manet has
instructed the Royal Cambodian Armed Forces and
relevant agencies to provide emergency aid, while the
Ministry of Agriculture prepares support for damaged
crops to mitigate the disaster's impact on local
communities.

Efforts are being coordinated by the National
Committee for Disaster Management (NCDM) to assist
affected areas, with provincial authorities monitoring
the situation closely. Although the floods have
disrupted daily life and agricultural production, no
casualties have been reported, and water levels are
beginning to recede in some areas. Local authorities
have been tasked with ensuring the protection of lives
and property, with the Ministry of Economy and
Finance ready to provide food and other essential
supplies to displaced families.

The damage to infrastructure, including the reservoir
dam in Koh Kong, has led to concerns about further
risks. In response, the government has mobilized
resources to address the immediate needs of flood-
affected residents. Officials have also called for
preventative measures and stronger responses to
future weather events, with a focus on protecting
livelihoods and enhancing the resilience of local
communities in the face of increasingly severe weather
patterns. [Phnom Penh Post]
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Cambodia: Authorities seize over 100
beams of timber in illegal logging
crackdown

(ma) On September 15-16, a joint task force led by the
National Forestry Administration and provincial
authorities confiscated over 100 beams of first-grade
timber in Kampong Thom'’s Baray district during a two-
day crackdown on illegal logging. The timber, illegally
sourced from Prey Lang Wildlife Sanctuary, was found
at four locations.

Several suspects were detained for questioning, and
two heavy trucks were seized. Despite checkpoints
along transport routes, large-scale logging operations
have continued, raising concerns about the
effectiveness of local enforcement.

Authorities are investigating how the logs were
transported unnoticed, with suspicions of complicity
from some officials. Environmental groups are urging
stricter oversight and more decisive action against
illegal logging operations that threaten Cambodia’s
forests. Further investigations are ongoing, and
additional timber in Kampong Cham province is
expected to be seized soon. [Phnom Penh Post]

Cambodia: Journalism charter faces
backlash after UN raises freedom of
expression concerns

(ma) Cambodia’s recently introduced journalism
charter has stirred controversy after the UN
criticized its rushed development and potential
implications for press freedom. UN experts
expressed concerns that the charter could curb
free expression, citing the absence of
mechanisms to correct factual inaccuracies.

In response, Cambodian authorities defended
the charter, stating its purpose is to promote
ethical journalism and combat misinformation.
Local media associations have backed the
charter, claiming it aligns with international
standards and is necessary for maintaining
public trust in journalism.

Authorities dismissed the UN's request for a
suspension of the charter, emphasizing that it does not
aim to limit freedom of expression, but rather to
ensure accuracy and ethical practices in journalism.
Proponents argue that the charter serves as a
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guideline for professionalism in the industry, which
they believe will ultimately benefit public discourse.
However, critics fear that the lack of clear consultation
and input from broader media stakeholders could
result in unintended restrictions on journalistic
freedoms. [Phnom Penh Post]

Indonesia: Election Commission officially
announces final candidates for Jakarta
gubernatorial election

(mu) The Jakarta General Election Commission (KPU)
has finalized three pairs of candidates for the 2024
Regional Head Election on September 22: the
government coalition-backed Ridwan Kamil and
running mate Suswono; Pramono Agung and running
mate Rano Karno, backed by ruling Indonesian
Democratic Party of Struggle (PDIP), and independent
candidates, Dharma Pongrekun and running mate Kun
Wardana. [Antara]

After being announced, the three candidates drew
their unique ballot numbers on September 23,
kickstarting the race for the election. The November 27
local election would be the first time Indonesians vote
for their governors, mayors, and regents
simultaneously, making it the biggest single-day local
elections in the nation's history. [Jakarta Post]

Indonesia: Labor Party declares support
to upcoming Prabowo presidency

(mu) The leader of the Labor Party, Said Igbal,
expressed his support for president-elect Prabowo
Subianto at an event in Jakarta on September 18. Igbal
shared his “six hopes"” for the upcoming presidency,
which include a review of the job creation law, fair
wages for workers, the elimination of the outsourcing
system, and reforms in agrarian policy and food
security. [Kompas]

The Labor Party is a new and small non-parliamentary
party that aimed to be a voice for Indonesian workers
and was expected to take an opposition stance.
However, it has aligned itself with the former
opposition party, the Prosperous Justice Party (PKS), in
supporting the incoming presidency.


https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-eurtrut-l-gt/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-eurtrut-l-gi/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-eurtrut-l-gd/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-eurtrut-l-gh/

Indonesia: President Jokowi appoints
Pratikno as Acting Cabinet Secretary

(mu) President Joko "Jokowi" Widodo has appointed
Minister of State Secretary Pratikno as Acting Cabinet
Secretary. Pratikno will replace Pramono Anung, who
resigned to run as a gubernatorial candidate in the
Jakarta election.

Anung has served as Cabinet Secretary in Widodo's
administration since 2015. In addition to Anung, the
Minister of Social Affairs, Tri Rismaharini, is also

running in the 2024 gubernatorial election. [Antara]

Indonesia: President's son defends private
jet use during investigation by Anti-
Corruption Agency

(mu) On September 17, President Joko Widodo's son,
Kaesang Pangarep, visited the Indonesian Anti-
Corruption Agency (KPK) to defend his use of a private
jet amid an ongoing controversy regarding alleged
gratification that began last month. Kaesang described
his use of the private jet during a trip to the United
States last August as "hitchhiking." However, KPK
stated that his friend was not aboard the private jet.
[Tempo.co]

Kaesang did not disclose the identity of the aircraft’s
owner, but there may be connections between the
alleged owner and an e-commerce company that has
invested in the city of Surakarta. This situation could
raise concerns about "unlawful gratuity" or "trading in
influence," given Kaesang's status as the son of
President Jokowi. [The Diplomat, Jakarta Post]

Indonesia: Central bank reports positive
trend in economic growth

(mu) Bank Indonesia (BI) Governor Perry Warjiyo
reported a positive trend in Indonesia's economic
growth during a press conference following the
monthly meeting of the central bank's board of
governors on September 18. Bl highlights strong
economic activity in the third quarter. This activity is
reflected in high consumer confidence, positive retail
sales, and increased imports of capital goods and
cement.

Bl noted growth in investment, aligned with the final
stages of the new capital, Nusantara, and the
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completion of several national strategic projects. The
bank also forecasted that economic growth for 2024
will range from 4.7 percent to 5.5 percent, with a
midpoint estimate of 5.1 percent. It is also confident
that the inflation will remain low, within the range of
2.5 percent plus to minus 1 percent. [Antara]

Indonesia: Government and BPOM to
assist MSMEs in securing distribution
permits

(ft) The Cooperatives and SMEs Ministry and the Food
and Drug Supervisory Authority (BPOM) have
partnered to help micro, small, and medium
enterprises (MSMEs) obtain distribution permits,
aiming to expand their market access and enhance
product quality. While many MSMEs lack necessary
permits, particularly in the processed food, traditional
medicine, and cosmetics sectors, the collaboration will
provide mentoring and incentives to assist them in
meeting regulatory requirements. Additionally, both
institutions plan to boost regional human resource
capacity to support local MSMEs and improve
standardization efforts. [Antara]

Indonesia: Pilot held hostage by Papuan
rebels released

(mu) Philip Mehrtens, a pilot from New Zealand of an
Indonesian airline Susi Air, was released “in a good
health” after a year and a half in captivity. He was
captured by rebels from the West Papua National
Liberation Army insurgent group at Papua's Nduga
Airport on February 7 last year. The pilot was
successfully picked by the Joint Indonesian Armed
Forces and Indonesian Police on September 21.

The joint forces claimed that the release was possible
due to a priority in soft approach to freeing the
hostage held in the province of Highland Papua by
engaging religious figures, traditional figures, and close
family of Egianus Kogoya, a military commander of the
rebel group.

Amnesty International Indonesia stressed that the
release shall be a reminder of the merits of non-violent
means and its impact on people's human rights in the
conflict-prone region, where lately the government's
approach has been increasingly militaristic. [Tempo.co]
[The Jakarta Post] [Antara]
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Indonesia: Navy builds up posture by
adding two new offshore patrol vessels

(mu) The Indonesian Navy (TNI AL) has strengthened
its battle capacity by launching two offshore patrol
vessels (OPVs) at a shipyard in Lampung, southern of
Sumatra on September 20. The two domestically
manufactured patrol vessels are part of modernization
efforts made by Ministry of Defense aiming to
safeguard the maritime sovereignty of Indonesia. The
two vessels are equipped with aerial and naval
offensive capabilities which can protect them from
naval threats such as cannons and surface-to-surface
missile systems. [Antara]

Indonesia: Plans for cyber force as fourth
branch in military unveiled

(mu) The Indonesian Coordinating Minister for Political,
Legal, and Security Affairs Hadi Tjahjanto announcded
that President Joko "Jokowi" Widodo ordered to the
next government the formation of a cyber force as the
fourth branch of the Indonesian military (TNI). Hadi
said this after a meeting with legislators in Jakarta on
September 23. The minister also claimed that the
President-elect will also pay attention to this order
after assuming office.

Recently, Indonesia has been cyberattacked with one
of the most notorious cases being the ransomware
attack targeting Indonesia's National Data Centre in
summer this year (see AiR No. 26, June/2024, 4).
Minister Hadi emphasized that in the modern battle,
the center of gravity is now cyber warfare. Therefore,
the cyber branch will prepare the country to deal with
cyberattacks from outside, non-state actors, including
proxy wars and propaganda. [Jakarta Globe] [Antara]

Laos: Electric mobility pushed with US
charging technology

(cc) Electric transportation in Laos received a major
boost on September 23, with Graphion Energy
Solutions USA unveiling its 10-minute charging
technology for electric motorcycles in Vientiane. This
innovative solution addresses a key concern for
potential electric vehicle (EV) owners - battery life and
charging time.
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The project represents a significant partnership
between Graphion and the Lao Ministry of Energy and
Mines. Their shared goal is to achieve a 30 percent
electrification rate for vehicles on Laotian roads by
2030.

Beyond the unveiling of the charging technology,
Graphion also announced the launch of eight new
charging stations in Vientiane. These stations serve as
a model for future expansion across the country,
ensuring a growing network of charging infrastructure
to support the adoption of electric motorcycles
throughout Laos. [The Laotian Times]

Laos: Government charts course through
economic hardships and natural disasters

(cc) The Laotian government, led by Prime Minister
Sonexay Siphandone, convened a high-level meeting
on September 20 to address two pressing issues: the
state of the economy and preparedness for natural
disasters.

While specific details regarding the economic
challenges facing Laos were not disclosed, the meeting
itself signifies the government's proactive approach to
finding solutions. A robust and dynamic economy is
essential for Laos' future development and prosperity.

The recent flooding caused by a tropical depression
underscored the critical need for improved disaster
preparedness measures in Laos. [The Laotian Times]

The government has pledged to revise existing flood
response plans and implement a more comprehensive
disaster management strategy to mitigate future risks.

Beyond immediate economic and disaster concerns,
the meeting also addressed national defense and
security matters. [Vientiane Times]

Laos: Heavy rains, flooding hit Houaphan
Province

(cc) Northern Laos was impacted by heavy rainfall and
subsequent flooding as a tropical depression moved
through the region on September 21 and 22. The
capital of Houaphan Province, Samnuea, bore the
brunt of the storm, experiencing widespread flooding
that submerged streets and homes.
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While Houaphan Province experienced the most
significant impacts, other areas in central Laos also
received moderate rainfall, causing minor flooding in
some regions. Local authorities are closely monitoring
rising water levels in rivers and tributaries to ensure
preparedness for any further potential flooding. [The
Laotian Times]

Malaysia: Opposition party leader
demands Home Minister's dismissal

(oc) The Malaysian Islamic Party's (PAS) Secretary
General, Takiyuddin Hassan, has criticized Home
Minister Saifuddin Nasution Ismail and called on Prime
Minister Anwar Ibrahim to replace him. Hassan
accused the home minister of issuing a report critical
of PAS and signing it as the Secretary General of
Pakatan Harapan, the largest coalition in the House of
Representatives with 81 seats, led by Prime Minister
Anwar Ibrahim.

Hassan raised two issues with Ismail's actions. First, he
argued that Ismail's use of his party title while acting as
home minister constituted a misuse of national power,
emphasizing the need to maintain a clear distinction
between government and party roles. Secondly,
Hassan took issue with Ismail’s statement about PAS,
accusing the minister of falsely claiming that PAS had
deviated from its original ideology and slandering the
party by labeling its actions as "hate politics."

Hassan warned the government against normalizing
such alleged slander and disrespect, urging Prime
Minister Anwar Ibrahim to replace the home minister.
[Free Malaysia Today]

Malaysia: Opposition coalition united
behind candidate in Mahkota by-election

(oc) The opposition coalition’s, the Perikatan
Nasional's, candidate for the Mahkota state
constituency by-election has insisted that all parties
within the coalition support his campaign. Haizan
Jaafar, the candidate, stated that the Malaysian Islamic
Party (PAS) fully backs his political efforts. He also
noted that other parties in the PN coalition, including
Gerakan and the Malaysian Indian People's Party, are
supporting him as well.

Jaafar dismissed rumors of a potential boycott by
coalition members, expressing confidence in his
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candidacy against his opponent, unity government
representative Hussein Syed Abdullah.

The Mahkota by-election is scheduled for September
28. [Eree Malaysia Today]

Malaysia: Ministerial approval now
required for government overseas trips

(oc) Prime Minister Anwar lbrahim, who also serves as
Finance Minister, announced that all government
projects and overseas trips must now receive approval
from the respective departments to improve the
efficiency and equity of government operations. He
explained that this decision, along with the tightening
of regulations, was prompted by instances where
some ministries were acting independently, leading to
wasted time and resources.

Ibrahim recently canceled a government trip to Paris
after determining that sending 68 staff members to
attend a small exhibition was unnecessary. He
criticized the waste of public funds in this instance,
emphasizing the need for strict adherence to the new
rules. [Bernama]

Malaysia: Zero wealth tax zone
announced in Forest City

(oc) Forest City, a Chinese-built housing complex in
Johor, will be the first location in Malaysia to offer tax
exemptions for family wealth offices, as part of an
effort to boost investment in the area. On September
20, Finance Minister Hamzah Azizan announced that
this initiative aims to attract international investment
to Forest City and transform it into a global financial
hub. A family office is a company that manages a
family's finances and assets, and by reducing costs for
these entities, Azizan believes that investment will flow
into the Special Financial Zone (SFZ).

In addition to the tax exemptions for wealth offices,
other incentives were promised. Corporate tax
concessions ranging from 0 to 5 percent, along with a
reduced personal income tax rate of 15 percent, are
designed to benefit both companies and workers
within the SFZ.

Some commentators view Forest City as in need of
government intervention. The BBC interviewed a
former resident who left due to the city's emptiness,
describing it as a "ghost town." In 2016, Chinese
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property developer Country Garden announced a USD
100 billion project intended to house 1 million people.
However, according to the BBC, only 15 percent of the
project has been completed. Given this context, the
finance minister's proposals seem timely and
necessary. [BBC]

These plans are set to be implemented in early 2025.
[Bloomberg] [Malay Mail] [The Star]

Malaysia: First case of MPOX confirmed
for 2024

(oc) Malaysia’s Health Minister said the first
monkeypox (MPOX) case of 2024 can be confirmed.
Authorities reported that the patient is currently in
stable condition in the hospital and is in isolation. They
said his symptoms included a sore throat, cough, sore
throat and rash.

The Health Ministry’s statement reported that the
patient has not travelled internationally in the last 21
days and continues to trace suspected contacts to
avoid the spread of the disease.

In 2023, Malaysia recorded 9 MPOX cases and in
August 2024 the disease was declared a global health
emergency by the World health Organization.

Authorities said they are highly prepared but urge the
public to practice good hygiene. [Travel Weekly Asia]

Malaysia: Kluang, Johor states set for
strengthened infrastructure

(oc) Kluang, a region within Johor state, is expected to
gain funding for several infrastructure projects that
include electric rail and improved road systems. This
will boost the region and the state's connectivity.

Onn Hafiz Ghazi, leader of Johor state, commented
that these plans will boost business development and
therefore yield more job opportunities in Kluang and
other regions. He said the government has applied for
rights to build the bypass, and he said, it is expected to
be approved by the end of 2024. [Malay Mail]

Malaysia: Business leaders arrested for
child abuse


https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-eurtrut-l-ydk/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-eurtrut-l-ydu/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-eurtrut-l-yhl/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-eurtrut-l-yhr/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-eurtrut-l-yhy/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-eurtrut-l-yhj/

(oc) The Malaysian police have arrested leaders of
Global Ikhwan Services, a conglomerate company
business with establishment across 20 countries that
has been controversial for its links to the banned
Islamic Al-Argam sect. This followed the discovery by
authorities that the charity homes owned by the
business were sites of sexual and physical abuse. Over
400 children were rescued during police raids.

Police Inspector General Razarudin Husain confirmed
that on September 19, Nasiruddin Mohd Ali, the head
of the company, along with 18 others, was arrested in
Kuala Lumpur. Among those arrested were several
children of the late Malaysian preacher Ashaari
Mohammed, the founder of Al-Argam, a religious
group banned by Malaysian authorities and closely tied
to the business.

The police have also taken financial action by freezing
96 bank accounts linked to the business, amounting to
USD 137,000, while investigations are ongoing.
[Aljazeera]

On September 21, the police disclosed that 355 people,
including religious studies teachers and carers, have
been arrested. [South China Morning Post]

In the latest development, the police announced on
September 23 that 187 more children rescued and
Global Ikhwan Services locations nationwide were
raided. [CTV News]

Myanmar: Youth protest against military
dictatorship staged

(tl) On September 19, around twenty young people
staged a flash protest in the streets of Yangon,
condemning the military regime and criticizing the
recent drop in commodity prices and the military
conscription law as unnecessary. The protesters,
holding torches and placards, claimed the military
dictatorship was the primary cause of these issues.

Flash protests in Yangon and youth-led guerrilla strikes
in major cities have been largely dormant since 2022
due to the military's crackdown on mass
demonstrations. [VOA in Burmese]

Myanmar: Nine ethnic revolutionary
forces unite to advocate for future federal
democratic order
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(sc) On September 19, a coalition of nine ethnic
resistance organizations in Myanmar publicly declared
their commitment to establishing a federal democratic
union. These include Chin National Front (CNF), Karen
National Union (KNU), Karenni National Progressive
Party (KNPP), Karenni State Consultative Council
(KSCQ), Pa-O National Federal Council (PNFC), New
Mon State Party (Anti-Military Dictatorship) (NMSP-AD),
Mon State Federal Council (MSFC), Ta'ang Political
Consultative Committee (TPCC), Women's League of
Burma (WLB).

This declaration followed a series of consultations with
the Women'’s League of Burma (WLB) and
representatives from various ethnic groups such as the
Mon, Pa-O, and Ta'ang communities, highlighting a
broad-based support for federalism. [Karen National
Union]

The groups have embraced a "bottom-up" approach to
federalism, contrasting with top-down governmental
structures, aiming to foster a robust federal
democratic union through the enhancement of state-
level governance. According to the joint statement
issued on the same day, these organizations have
agreed on a detailed work plan to implement this
grassroots-driven federal structure, marking a
significant step toward national reconciliation and
democratic governance in Myanmar. [Democratic
Voice of Burma]

Myanmar: Resistance attack on key
military air base foiled, clashes in Shan
state

(sc) On September 15, Myanmar's junta apprehended
two members of the urban guerrilla group, Dark
Shadow, who were allegedly plotting to launch a rocket
attack on the Hmawbi Air Base, located 40 kilometers
(about 24.85 mi) north of Yangon.

This base has been a significant launch point for the
junta’s air force, which has been accused of conducting
aggressive aerial bombardments against civilian homes
and camps for internally displaced people. The
resistance group confirmed the arrest of their
members on September 18 and noted that while these
two were captured, other team members managed to
evade capture. [Radio Free Asia] [Democratic Voice of
Burmal]

The escalation of military actions, particularly
airstrikes, has been notably criticized by international
observers, including the U.N. special rapporteur on
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human rights in Myanmar, who reported a significant
increase in military strikes against civilian targets.
Despite the junta's denial of targeting civilians, the
strategic significance of the Hmawbi Air Base as a hub
for fuel distribution and aircraft maintenance makes it
a critical military asset. The recent events highlight the
ongoing brutal suppression of the opposition, which
often results in the disappearance or death of
detainees under torture, as reported by various
resistance groups, including a grim forecast for the fate
of the arrested Dark Shadow members by anti-junta
activist Nan Lin on September 19. [Radio Free Asia]

In a separate development, around 100 junta soldiers
and allied militia members launched an assault on a
base operated by the Restoration Council of Shan
State/Shan State Army (RCSS/SSA) in Mongping
Township, Kengtung (Kyaingtong) District, amidst a
recent surge of clashes in eastern Shan State. The
attack, which occurred in Yanghkam Village Tract,
escalated into fierce gun battles, according to RCSS.

The RCSS claims that it managed to capture some
weapons from the attacking forces, indicating potential
casualties among the junta troops. The situation
remains tense as the area has not yet been fully
cleared. [Shan Herald Agency for News]

This confrontation follows a recent invitation from the
junta-controlled National Solidarity and Peacemaking
Negotiation Committee (NSPNC) for a meeting in
Naypyidaw with the 7EAQO Alliance, which includes
seven ethnic armed organizations that have signed the
Nationwide Ceasefire Agreement (NCA). Notably, the
RCSS, which chairs the 7EAO Alliance, did not attend
the meeting. This incident underscores ongoing
conflicts with the alliance despite efforts at
peacemaking, with unconfirmed reports suggesting
that the Lahu militia group may have assisted the junta
in this latest clash against the RCSS.

Myanmar: Resistance group MNDAA
rejects cooperation National Unity
Government (NUG)

(tl/sc) The Myanmar National Democratic Alliance Army
(MNDAA), an armed resistance group in northern Shan
State stated that it will not cooperate with the pro-
democracy National Unity Government (NUG) militarily
or politically. The MNDAA posted the statement on
Facebook on September 4 stating it would cease
fighting immediately with Myanmar military regime
and cooperate with China to solve the conflict through
negotiation.
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The statement also mentioned that the MNDAA will not
extend its territory or attack Mandalay city and
Taunggyi, the capital of southern Shan State,
dispersing speculations that the group seeks to
establish a break-away state. However, the statement
mentioned that it reserved the right to establish true
autonomy and ensure self-defense.

Meanwhile, NUG official U Kyaw Zaw reaffirmed that
the NUG government was collaborating with all
revolutionary groups in rooting out the military
dictatorship but refused to give a specific comment on
the MNDAA's announcement.

Experts opined that MNDAA's statement followed
intense pressure from China. China has blocked
border gates and trade to the MNDAA's Kokang Self-
Administered Region, creating economic hardship for
residents. Moreover, China's Shweli National Security
Committee (SNSC) in Yunnan province which borders
northern Shan State, issued a letter to the MNDAA and
the Ta'ang National Liberation Army (TNLA) on August
29 warning that China would resort to "fear-mongering
and disciplinary actions" against the TNLA and the
MNDAA if necessary and reiterated that they would
bear full responsibility for the outcomes.

The SNSC has been involved in efforts to negotiate a
ceasefire between the warring parties in northern
Shan State and has also provided humanitarian
assistance to affected communities in the region (see
AiR No. 36, September/2024, 1).

The MNDAA, TNLA, and Arakan Army formed the
Brotherhood Alliance, which launched so-called
"Operation 1027" against the Myanmar military regime
in northern Shan State. Most of the northern Shan
State, including the capital Lashio, has been taken over
by the Brotherhood Alliance, and warfare is still going
on in the townships of Hsipaw and Nawnghkio. [The
Irrawaddy][Burma News International]

Myanmar: Chin revolutionary forces
pledge to resolve conflicts without
violence

(sc) On September 23, four prominent organizations
from Myanmar's Chin State convened at the office of
Lalmuanpuia Punte, Vice Chairman of the Zo Re-
Unification Organization (ZORO), to discuss their
unification efforts. The meeting was organized by
ZORO and acknowledged by the Mizoram State
government of India. The organizations - Chin National
Front (CNF), Interim Chin National Consultative Council
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(ICNCCQ), the Chin Brotherhood, and the Chinland
Council - reached five key agreements aimed at
fostering collaboration and peace among their
communities. ZORO has been instrumental in
facilitating this dialogue, emphasizing the need for
unity among the Chin-Kuki-Mizo ethnic tribes to
overcome past conflicts. [India Today] [Western News]

During the meeting, Punte highlighted the support of
the Mizoram and Indian governments for peaceful
coexistence among the Chin groups, stating, "This
meeting is recognized by the State government, who
through ZORO plays the role of a peacekeeper." The
groups collectively acknowledged their shared ancestry
and culture while expressing regret over previous
clashes. They committed to non-violence in future
disagreements, supported ZORO's peace initiatives,
and agreed to establish a Reconciliation Committee to
continue their discussions. The agreements mark a
significant step toward harmony in a region historically
marked by strife. [India Today]

Myanmar: Military regime accused of
blocking delivery of donations and relief
supplies

(tl) After Typhoon Yagi flooded Kayah State and Shan
State in eastern Myanmar, over 30,000 people are in
urgent need of aid. Over 630,000 people have been
impacted by the fatal flash floods and runoffs that
resulted from the typhoon's rivers overflowing their
banks.

Flooding killed more than 300 people and left at least
200 others missing, though some relief workers fear
the toll will be higher. The typhoon destroyed more
than 2,000 houses, more than 1,000 schools, nearly
370 religious buildings, and more than 640,000 acres
of farmland. [Radio Free Asia][Karean News]

Volunteer workers reported that over 30,000 people,
including residents and those displaced by the ongoing
conflict are urgently needing relief aid. However,
according to them, the junta has restricted the delivery
of relief items under the pretext that they are going to
rebel groups.

In Kayah state, junta forces in Loikaw are said to have
prevented flood victims from accessing flood-affected
areas, causing them to have yet to receive local and
international relief aid. In Bago region, along the
eastern bank of the Sittaung River, more than 20,000
people from more than 100 communities are also in
need of assistance. Residents report that evacuations


https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-eurtrut-l-ykh/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-eurtrut-l-ykk/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-eurtrut-l-yku/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-eurtrut-l-yul/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-eurtrut-l-yur/

have been hampered by junta restrictions. Aid
distributors report that bank accounts using
Myanmar’s KBZ Pay mobile payment system to
transfer funds for flood relief had been blocked.

The Special Advisory Council for Myanmar (SAC-M)
called on neighboring countries to open their borders
and allow international aid to cross into Myanmar and
be distributed to people in need in coordination with
Myanmar resistance authorities and civil society. SAC-
M is an independent group of international experts
that was established in response to the political crisis
in Myanmar following the military coup on February 1,
2021. Its purpose is to support efforts to restore
democracy, human rights, and rule of law in Myanmar,
and to provide strategic advice and advocacy at the
international level. [SAC - M][Burma News
International]

According to the United Nations Office for the
Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (UNOCHA)
report, around 900,000 people in Myanmar were
affected by flash floods caused by the Ragi storm. The
ERC-Emergency Rescue Cooperation Office has
temporarily allocated USD 4 million from the Central
Emergency Response Fund to start emergency
assistance, including drinking water, food, medicine,
household appliances, clothing, shelter, and life-saving
equipment. [UNOCHA]

Myanmar: Military regime said to plan
execution of five democracy activists

(tl/sc) Rumors are spreading that five

democracy activists will be put to death by Myanmar's
ruling Military Council on 24 September after the
activists were found guilty and sentenced in a closed-
door session held at Insein Prison, charged under
stringent laws including the 1949 Arms Act and 2014
Counterterrorism Law. [VOA Burmese]

The National Unity Government said an investigation
into the rumors of impending executions had revealed
that health checks, typically conducted before
executions, were being carried out in prisons. The
families of condemned prisoners had to be notified 24
hours before an execution is carried out. However, the
press unable to reach any relatives of the prisoners to
confirm. [Radio Free Asia]

The Assistance Association for Political Prisoners -
Myanmar reports that as of March, 164 people had
been sentenced to death since the 2021 coup, which
triggered a wave of opposition to military rule and an
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armed uprising. ASEAN Parliamentarians for Human
Rights (APHR) has demanded the Military Council to
stop the executions and immediately release the
activists, who were unfairly charged with murder and
illegal weapons possession under several
counterterrorism acts. The APHR also called for
military junta to ensure that the detention conditions
comply with international standards, including access
to legal representation, medical care, and contact with
their families. [ucanews] [ASEAN Parliamentarians for
Human Rights]

Philippines: House approves Interior
Department’s USD 5.05 billion budget for
2025

(ga) The House of Representatives approved the
proposed fiscal year 2025 budget for the Department
of the Interior and Local Government (DILG) and its
attached agencies on September 17, amounting to PHP
281.321 billion (USD 5.05 billion). During the budget
deliberations, Rep. Luisa Lloren Cuaresma, the budget
sponsor, addressed questions on various issues,
including drug-related killings and prison congestion.

Representatives raised concerns about data on drug-
related killings, citing 96 incidents in Davao from July
2022 to March 2024. They also highlighted jail
congestion with a report showing severe overcapacity
in several facilities. In response, Cuaresma noted that
PHP 39 million (USD 700,000) was allocated for jail
construction this year, with PHP 3 billion (USD 54
million) set aside for the same purpose in the 2025
National Expenditure Program.

Additional concerns included the increased hiring of
contract and job order employees by local government
units (LGUs) due to personnel limitations. Cuaresma
explained that LGUs often use maintenance and
operating expenses for these hires. The DILG provides
training and seminars to enhance their skills. [House of
Representatives Philippines]

Additionally, the House of Representatives
rescheduled the deliberations on the proposed 2025
budget for the Office of the Vice President (OVP) to
September 24, following the absence of Vice President
Sara Duterte and other OVP officials from the original
session on September 23.

Notably, the OVP is facing a budget cut of PHP 1.29
billion (approximately USD 23.3 million), which will be
redirected to social protection programs under the
Department of Social Welfare and Development and
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the Department of Health. Duterte has previously
indicated that her office would operate within the
allocated funding while accusing House leadership of
controlling the national budget—a claim lawmakers
have denied. [ABS CBN]

Philippines: Former Mayor Alice Guo faces
House Quad-comm, Senate hearing

(rr) On September 19, Alice Guo, the dismissed mayor
of Bamban, was cited for contempt by the House of
Representatives' Quad Committee during a hearing on
illegal Philippine offshore gaming operators (POGOs).
Guo frequently invoked her right against self-
incrimination, which led to the committee's decision.
[Philippine News Agency]

Guo has been at the center of an investigation
involving POGOs and the exploitation of legal
loopholes in the Philippines. She was apprehended in
Jakarta, Indonesia, on September 4, after evading
authorities despite a lookout bulletin issued by the
Philippine Bureau of Immigration. Guo is accused of
using fraudulent identification documents, including a
birth certificate and passport, to establish businesses
and run for office, revealing significant vulnerabilities
in the country’s legal systems.

She is linked to serious crimes, including connections
with Lin Baoying and Ruijin Zhang, who were involved
in laundering USD 3 billion in Singapore. Both
individuals are also associated with POGOs suspected
of human trafficking and other illegal activities. Guo
faces a qualified human trafficking complaint from the
Philippine National Police's Criminal Investigation and
Detection Group and the Presidential Anti-Organized
Crime Commission, along with a warrant for allegedly
violating the Anti-Graft and Corrupt Practices Act. Her
case has been transferred from the Tarlac Regional
Trial Court to the Valenzuela RTC. [Inquirer]

On September 24, Guo and her alleged accomplice,
Cassandra Ong, appeared at a Senate hearing focused
on illegal online gaming operations. They were joined
by Shiela Guo, believed to be Alice's sister, and Tony
Yang, the brother of former Presidential Economic
Adviser Michael Yang. Additionally, on September 23,
seven individuals co-accused with Guo surrendered to
the National Bureau of Investigation, including key
figures from the Zun Yuan Technology Center. [ABS
CBN] [Manila Times]
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Philippines: Election commission requires
registration of digital campaign for the
2025 elections

(ga) Candidates and political parties intending to use
online platforms for campaigning in the 2025 elections
must register their digital campaign platforms with the
Commission on Elections (COMELEC). This includes all
official social media accounts, websites, podcasts,
blogs, and other online platforms primarily designed to
promote or oppose a candidate.

According to a COMELEC resolution on September 17,
the registration process will be open until December
13 following the filing of Certificates of Candidacy,
which is scheduled from October 1 to 8. Only
candidates or their authorized representatives can
submit the registration forms through official online
channels provided by COMELEC.

COMELEC has outlined several prohibited activities
involving digital technology misuse, such as using fake
accounts, bots, and spreading misinformation or
disinformation. It has formed a task force to monitor
compliance and investigate violations.

The campaign period for national positions is set from
February 11 to May 10, 2025, while Local campaign
periods will be from March 28 to May 10, 2025
[Philippine News Agency]

Philippines: Supreme Court rules
Commission on Audit cannot impose
administrative penalties

(ga) The Supreme Court ruled on September 18 that
the Commission on Audit (COA) does not have the
authority to impose administrative penalties. The court
overturned COA's disallowance against a regional
officer of the Philippine health insurance agency.

COA had previously issued notices of disallowance due
to irregularities in payments for office supplies.
Despite acknowledging these irregularities, the Court
found the payments valid as the supplies were
received and clarified that COA's role is limited to
preventing misuse of government funds, not imposing
fines or penalties.

The court emphasized that any reimbursement
requirement must be based on actual loss to the
government, which was not the case here. The ruling
clarifies that COA'’s audit authority does not extend to
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administrative supervision or penalties. [Supreme
Court of the Philippines]

Philippines: Supreme Court seeks to use
Al in its operations

(ga) The Supreme Court is exploring the use of artificial
intelligence (Al) to enhance the efficiency of its
operations, including drafting decisions and
transcribing testimonies, according to Court
Administrator Raul Villanueva on September 18.

During the Senate hearing on the judiciary's proposed
PHP 63.57-billion budget for 2025, Villanueva
highlighted the ongoing development of voice-to-text
transcription tools, which aim to translate testimonies
from dialects such as llocano to English. Currently, Al is
being utilized for research, case monitoring, and
translating vernacular speeches into English.

Villanueva also noted that new judicial rules, such as
the judicial affidavit rule, are contributing to faster case
resolutions by streamlining civil procedures and
limiting the need for extensive questioning during
trials. Al is being tested for assisting in drafting
decisions, though its use remains limited.

The Senate emphasized the need for caution,
advocating for human oversight to ensure the accuracy
and fairness of Al's contributions. The judiciary
affirmed the human element is still prioritized, stating
that while Al can support certain judicial functions,
human judgment is crucial in case deliberations,
especially in maintaining the balance between law and
equity. [The Manila Times] [Inquirer]

Philippines: 28 million passport data at
risk due to lack of cybersecurity

(ga) The personal data of around 28 million passport
holders may have been compromised due to the
absence of a cybersecurity system at the national
printing office, according to the Department of Foreign
Affairs (DFA) on September 19. DFA revealed concerns
about the security of passport data and mentioned
reports of data being sold on the deep web.

The issue involves the APO Production Unit, which
handles passport printing under the Presidential
Communications Office. The Senate requested a
meeting with DFA and APO officials to address these
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concerns and urged transparency on the matter,
stating that the DFA is in talks with cybersecurity
companies to secure passport data and will submit a
proposal next week. [The Manila Times]

Philippines: Supreme Court rules
resistance not required rape cases

(ga) In the Philippines, the Supreme Court ruled on
September 19 that proving a victim's resistance is not
required in cases of rape committed through force,
threat, or intimidation. The Court emphasized that
under Article 266-A of the Revised Penal Code, rape is
established if sexual intercourse occurs through force,
threat, intimidation, or other specified conditions, and
resistance is not necessary to prove the crime.

The ruling aims to eliminate stereotypes that
undermine the victim’s autonomy and addresses the
issue of moral ascendancy in cases of incestuous rape,
where the perpetrator’s influence over the victim
replaces the need for physical force. [Supreme Court of
the Philippines]

Philippines: Supreme Court recognizes
foreign divorces for Filipinos

(rr) The Supreme Court of the Philippines has ruled
that the country recognizes divorces obtained abroad
from foreign spouses, regardless of whether the
process was legal, administrative, or mutual. This
decision, announced on September 20, 2024, means
that as long as the divorce is valid under the foreign
spouse's national law, it will be acknowledged in the
Philippines for the Filipino spouse.

The ruling came in favor of Filipina Ruby Cuevas Ng,
who divorced her Japanese husband in Japan through
a mutual agreement. The Supreme Court stated that
the type of divorce does not matter for recognition in
the Philippines, as the country lacks its own divorce
law but recognizes foreign divorces under the Family
Code.

While the court upheld the validity of Ng's divorce, it
remanded the case to a lower court, allowing her to
provide evidence of Japanese divorce laws, which she
had not previously submitted. This ruling follows a
landmark 2018 decision allowing foreign divorces to be
recognized even if initiated by the Filipino spouse.
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The Philippines remains one of the few countries
without a local divorce law, although recent efforts to
pass such legislation have been made in Congress.
[Rappler] [Philstar]

Philippines: President Marcos signs law
protecting Filipino seafarers' rights

(ga) Philippines’ President Ferdinand Marcos Jr. signed
the Magna Carta of Filipino Seafarers, encapsulated in
Republic Act 12021, outlines essential rights for
seafarers, including the right to self-organization,
educational advancement, information access, and
free legal representation. Notably, seafarers who
cannot afford legal counsel due to violations of the law
or their contracts will receive assistance from the
Public Attorney's Office.

The law introduces a green lane for seafarers and
promotes seafarer education and maritime industry
development. It also includes mechanisms for the swift
settlement of salary disputes, benefits claims, and
death or disability issues. The law addresses concerns
about the competency and training of Filipino
seafarers, a critical workforce as Filipinos make up
about 25 percent of the world's 1.9 million seafarers in
the global maritime industry. [Philippine Star]

Republic Act 12021 mandates the establishment of
welfare centers and one-stop shops in key locations to
serve seafarers’ needs, such as recreational, legal, and
communication services, while facilitating necessary
documentation. The law also ensures free legal
representation for seafarers in need and addresses
past concerns about blacklisting threats from foreign
employers in Europe. [The Manila Times]

Philippines: Reduced defense budget
prompt calls for creative financing
solutions

(ga) The Philippines is facing significant budget cuts to
its defense spending, prompting calls for innovative
financing solutions to bolster military modernization
efforts.

The House of Representatives recently approved a
budget of PHP 254 billion (approximately USD 4.5
billion) for fiscal year 2025, which reflects a 16 percent
reduction from the Department of National Defense’s
initial proposal. This budget does not allocate funds for
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new military equipment, raising concerns about the
country’s ability to adequately defend its territory,
especially in light of ongoing tensions in the South
China Sea. [House of Representatives Philippines]

Defense Secretary Gilberto Teodoro Jr. emphasized the
need for legislative changes to allow "buy-now-pay-
later" schemes and extended grace periods for military
purchases. He stated that the Philippines has one of
the lowest military spending levels and stressed the
importance of modernization despite financial
constraints.

Teodoro pointed out that while the United States has
promised USD 500 million in Foreign Military Financing,
those funds are earmarked for command and control
systems, not for weapons. He indicated that engaging
in creative financing could be vital, such as obtaining
40 multi-role fighter jets through flexible payment
plans.

The need for these changes is underscored by the
Philippines' existing commitments to enhance its
defense capabilities. Teodoro had previously
submitted a list of military equipment needs to the US,
expressing hopes for significant aid, but progress on
these plans remains uncertain. [South China Morning
Post]

Philippines: Floods impact 150,000 people
in Negros; three local governments
declare emergency

(ga) Heavy rains and floods have affected nearly
150,000 residents in Negros Occidental, prompting
three local government units—San Enrique, Hinigaran,
and La Carlota City—to declare a state of emergency.
The adverse weather conditions caused by the
southwest monsoon and several tropical storms have
impacted 43,312 families across 229 villages in 25
municipalities.

Approximately 8,324 families are in evacuation centers,
while 609 families are staying with relatives or in other
homes as of September 18. The Provincial Disaster Risk
Reduction and Management Council is actively
monitoring the situation and coordinating resources.
The declarations enable the local governments to
access quick response funds to assist those affected.

La Carlota City Mayor reported evacuations in areas
prone to landslides due to seismic activity from Mount
Kanlaon, while Hinigaran Mayor noted that over 20,000
residents have been impacted. In San Enrique, all ten
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villages have reported flooding, affecting at least 9,262
families. [Philippine News Agency]

Singapore: Ex-minister Iswaran accused of
graft pleads guilty to obstruction of
justice

(fi) S. Iswaran, Singapore's former Minister for
Transport and Minister-in-charge for Trade Relations,
has pleaded guilty to bribery and obstruction of justice
in a significant political scandal that has emerged in
the city-state. This unexpected turn of events follows
the amendment of the indictment against him, which
included numerous charges related to corruption.

The 62-year-old Iswaran was convicted on September
24, and sentencing is scheduled for October 3.
Prosecutors have requested a seven-month prison
term, while his defense team is advocating for a lighter
sentence of eight weeks. He remains out on bail during
this period.

During the proceedings, Deputy Attorney General Tai
Wei Shyong emphasized the importance of
maintaining the government's reputation for integrity,
noting that Iswaran's actions have impacted this hard-
earned reputation. Iswaran was initially charged with
35 counts of corruption, involving more than SGP
403,000 (approximately USD 312,000) in luxury goods,
including tickets to musicals and soccer matches in the
UK.

The scandal surfaced last year when Lee Hsien Loong
ordered Iswaran to take leave, leading to his
subsequent arrest alongside property tycoon Ong
Beng Seng, who has not been charged. Allegations
against Iswaran primarily focus on his connections with
Ong, who owns the rights to the Singapore Grand Prix.

This marks the first time a minister has faced graft
charges since 1986, when then-Minister for National
Development Teh Cheang Wan was investigated for
accepting bribes. The case is particularly sensitive as
Prime Minister Lawrence Wong prepares to lead the
ruling People's Action Party (PAP) in an upcoming
general election. The PAP has long been known for its
commitment to clean governance since Singapore’s
independence in 1965, and Iswaran's case poses a
significant challenge to this legacy. Observers suggest
that the next general election, required by November
2025, may be called earlier as Wong seeks to secure an
early mandate amid economic uncertainties. [CNA]
[BBC] [TIME]
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Singapore: Chief Justice concerned about
young lawyers leaving profession

(Im) Singapore's Chief Justice Sundaresh Menon has
expressed concern over young lawyers leaving the
profession, based on a recent survey showing that
two-thirds of respondents may exit legal practice in the
next five years, with over a third likely to leave the
profession entirely. Speaking at the conclusion of the
SG Courts' Conversations with the Community series,
Menon highlighted that these trends are driven by
factors such as excessive workloads, poor work-life
balance, and toxic workplace cultures.

He called for urgent action, suggesting three areas for
improvement: addressing generational gaps in
expectations, developing sustainable workplace
practices, and reinforcing the core values of legal
practice. Menon emphasized the need for mutual trust
between firms and junior lawyers, ensuring well-being
without compromising performance.

The Chief Justice also touched on access to justice,
especially for self-represented individuals, stressing
that the legal system must be accessible to all.
Structural changes, such as the recent High Court's
Express Track scheme for quicker resolution of civil
matters, have already been implemented.

He concluded by emphasizing that the judiciary's
response to these challenges would directly influence
public trust in the courts and the sustainability of the
rule of law in Singapore. [ChannelNews Asia]

Singapore: Surge in white-collar crimes
boosts legal work

(fi) In Singapore, a rise in white-collar crimes is
prompting legal firms to expand their criminal law
practices, capitalizing on the increased demand for
lawyers specializing in money laundering, scams, and
cybercrime. Criminal defense work, once viewed as
less lucrative than corporate law, is now more
profitable.

Data from the Singapore Police Force shows a 49.6
percent increase in scam and cybercrime cases in
2023, reaching 50,376 incidents. Legal fees for
experienced criminal lawyers range from SGD 800
(USD 600) to SGD 2,000 (USD 1,500) per hour, with
affluent clients making bill collection easier.
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Despite the growing demand, a shortage of specialized
lawyers remains. [Business Times]

Singapore: Decline in workplace
discrimination as new fairness legislation
looms

(fi) A recent report from the Ministry of Manpower
indicates a decline in workplace discrimination among
job seekers and employees in 2023. Only 6 percent of
employees reported experiencing unfair treatment,
down from 8.2 percent in 2022, while 23.4 percent of
job seekers indicated discrimination, a slight decrease
from the previous year. Age discrimination remains the
most prevalent issue, particularly affecting individuals
aged 50 and over.

Despite these improvements, many people did not
seek assistance, with only 29.3 percent reaching out
for help due to fears of marginalization or negative
career impacts.

The report comes ahead of the proposed Workplace
Fairness legislation, expected to be introduced in
Parliament later this year. This legislation aims to
protect employees from discrimination based on age,
nationality, gender, marital status, pregnancy, race,
and disability. [CNA]

Singapore: Banks to implement digital
identity face verification for digital token
setup

(ga) Singapore banks will soon require Singpass digital
identity face verification for customers setting up
digital tokens due to escalating scam activities, with
implementation starting in the next three months. This
move was announced on September 18 by the
Monetary Authority of Singapore (MAS) and The
Association of Banks in Singapore (ABS) and aims to
enhance security and prevent scams.

The face verification process will involve scanning a
customer’s face to match their identity against national
records before activating the digital token. This
measure is designed to make it more difficult for
scammers to hijack digital tokens using compromised
credentials like SMS, one-time passwords (OTPs), or
bank card details.[CNA]
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Singapore: Three women to face trial for
organizing pro-Palestine procession

(ga) Three women have pled not guilty to charges
related to organizing a procession without a permit
outside the Istana, the official residence and office of
the President of Singapore. The procession, held on
February 2, was in support of the Palestinian cause,
with participants carrying umbrellas painted with a
watermelon graphic, a symbol of Palestinian
resistance. About 70 people participated, walking from
Orchard Road to the Istana.

The women face charges under the Public Order Act,
with potential penalties of up to SGD 10,000 (USD
7,700) or imprisonment for up to six months, or both.
One of the three woman is charged with abetting the
organization of the procession, while the other two
face charges for organizing it. Two other individuals
received conditional warnings. [The Straits Times]
[CNA]

Singapore: NTUC allocates USD 1.93
million to support migrant workers

(fi) The National Trades Union Congress (NTUC), a
national confederation of trade unions in Singapore,
has launched a fund worth SGD 2.5 million
(approximately USD 1.93 million) to help 6,600 migrant
workers upskill. This initiative covers courses such as
forklift operation and technology application in
workplace safety. The fund will also subsidize training
for 1,500 migrant worker ambassadors and sponsor
recreational activities. Additionally, essential gift bags
will be distributed to help reduce living costs. The
initiative aims to enhance the skills and well-being of
migrant workers in Singapore. [Business Times]

Singapore: Man charged over role in
trafficking 2 kilograms of meth, faces
death penalty if convicted

(fi/lm) Singaporean Benny Kee Soon Chuan, 31, was
charged on September 20 with trafficking over 2
kilograms of methamphetamine after being deported
from Thailand, where he had been living. Kee faces a
potential death penalty under Singapore's Misuse of
Drugs Act, which mandates severe punishment for
trafficking more than 250 grams of methamphetamine.
Investigations into other syndicate members are
ongoing. [The Straits Times]
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Increasing support for death penalty among Singapore
residents in new MHA survey

In related updates, the latest 2023 survey by Ministry
of Home Affairs (MHA) reveals 77 percent of the
respondents support the death penalty for serious
crimes, up from 73 percent in 2021. The 2021 survey
was conducted to gauge public perceptions on the use
of the death penalty for serious crimes such as
intentional murder, a trafficking significant quantity of
drugs, and firearm offenses.

More than three- quarter respondents believe that
death penalty, whether mandatory or discretionary,
serves as strong deterrent against these serious crimes
compared to a lifetime imprisonment.

The survey also found that majority of Singapore
resident trust the criminal justice system to conduct
fair thorough investigation and trials in death penalty
cases, with safeguards in place to prevent wrongful
execution. [Ministry of Home Affairs]

Singapore: SAF holds largest overseas
exercise in Australia involving 6,200
troops

(Im) The Singapore Armed Forces (SAF) are conducting
their largest overseas exercise, Exercise Wallaby, in
Shoalwater Bay, Australia. Involving 6,200 personnel
and 490 platforms, the drill features new high-tech
systems like the H225M helicopter and the Spyder air
defense system. Notably, SAF's Digital and Intelligence
Service (DIS) is participating, emphasizing the SAF's
shift toward modern warfare capabilities. The exercise,
spanning nine weeks, enables large-scale combined
arms training, highlighting the critical role of Australia’s
vast and varied terrain for SAF readiness. [The Straits
Times]

Thailand: Parliament prepares for debate
on amnesty bill

(Im) Parliamentarians in Thailand are preparing for a
significant debate on September 26 over a study on an
amnesty bill, which has stirred up divided opinions,
especially regarding its potential inclusion of offenders
under Section 112 of the Criminal Code, known as the
royal defamation law. This law addresses offenses
against the monarchy, specifically the King, Queen,
heir-apparent, or regent.
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The initiative for the amnesty bill began earlier this
year when the ruling Pheu Thai Party proposed the
establishment of a special 35-member House
committee to explore its possibilities. This effort
followed a similar proposal by the now-defunct Move
Forward Party, which faced considerable resistance.
After months of deliberation, the committee finalized
its report over a month ago; however, due to a busy
parliamentary agenda, the debate on its findings is
only now being scheduled.

Opinions within the special committee are deeply split.
The discussions have revealed three distinct camps:
some members believe that Section 112 offenses
should be excluded from the bill entirely, others
advocate for their inclusion, while a third group prefers
their inclusion under specific conditions. However, the
committee itself reached no concrete conclusion on
the matter, leaving the debate open for parliament.

The report presents various options for the bill's
wording but does not ensure government sponsorship.
The Pheu Thai Party has not yet decided whether to
propose its own bill, while the opposition People's
Party insists that any amnesty should encompass
offenses under Section 112. The committee's report
recommends that the government lead the amnesty
bill, suggesting limitations to 25 specific legal charges
as outlined in a cabinet decision from 2005. [Bangkok
Post 1]

Meanwhile, Jakrapob Penkair, a former spokesman for
ex-prime minister Thaksin Shinawatra who recently
returned to Thailand after 15 years in self-imposed
exile, weighed in on the matter. In a recent interview,
he stressed the importance of compromise when it
comes to such delicate issues, arguing that the time
isn't right to include Section 112 in the amnesty bill.
[Bangkok Post 2]

In light of these developments, it is essential to note
that Thaksin, the de facto leader of the Pheu Thai
Party, was indicted on royal defamation charges in
mid-June for allegedly violating royal insult laws during
a 2015 interview.

Thailand: Pheu Thai faces backlash to
proposal on constitutional ethics reform

(Im) Thailand's Justice Minister Tawee Sodsong has
advocated for amendments to constitutional
provisions regarding the ethics of political
officeholders, criticizing the current vague definitions
of “honesty” in Section 160, which outlines ethical
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requirements for cabinet ministers. He highlighted the
difficulty in consistently applying these terms,
especially following the Constitutional Court's August
decision to remove Prime Minister Srettha Thavisin for
appointing former convict Pichit Chuenban as a
cabinet minister.

Leading the Prachachart Party, Tawee supports
broader constitutional amendments to address
problematic provisions established by the military-
appointed panel after the 2014 coup. He has
expressed concerns about the excessive power of
independent agencies like the Constitutional Court,
which he believes often overreach their boundaries.
Tawee referenced the court's recent dissolution of the
Move Forward Party over its proposal to amend the
royal defamation law, which the court deemed a threat
to the monarchy and national security.

Notably, the main opposition People’s Party, which
succeeded the dissolved Move Forward Party, has also
called for clearer ethical guidelines for political
officeholders. Several of its members are under
investigation for their involvement in royal defamation
law reform efforts.

However, former election commissioner Somchai
Srisutthiyakorn has warned that attempts to amend
the constitution, especially regarding the ethical
standards for politicians and the role of independent
agencies, may provoke political backlash. He drew
parallels to the blanket amnesty bill proposed by the
Pheu Thai Party under Yingluck Shinawatra'’s
administration in 2013, which was widely seen as an
effort to absolve her brother, Thaksin Shinawatra, of
his corruption charges. The bill triggered mass
protests, ultimately leading to the 2014 coup that
ousted the Pheu Thai government. [Bangkok Post 1]

Amid these discussions, the United Thai Nation Party
(UTN), the third-largest party in the ruling coalition, has
expressed opposition to amending the 2017
constitution, especially concerning ethical standards
for political officeholders. Deputy leader Thanakorn
Wangboonkongchana warned that such changes could
lower moral standards and allow unscrupulous
individuals to gain power, stressing that the
government's priority should be economic
improvement rather than constitutional revisions.
[Bangkok Post 2]

In response, Prime Minister's Office Minister Chousak
Sirinil defended the initiative, asserting that it aims to
clarify ethical guidelines without undermining the
charter's core principles against corruption. [Bangkok
Post 3]
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Thailand: Political activist renews call for
election body to investigate prime
minister’s resignation from family
businesses

(Im) Political activist Ruangkrai Leekitwattana has
renewed his call for the Election Commission (EC) to
investigate Prime Minister Paetongtarn Shinawatra's
resignation from 20 companies within her family's
business empire prior to her election. He questions
whether she followed the correct procedures as
outlined by the Department of Business Development,
warning that any failure to do so could lead to her
dismissal under Section 187 of the constitution, which
prohibits ministers from holding significant shares or
positions in private companies.

Ruangkrai also compared her case to that of Deputy
Interior Minister Sabida Thaised, who he claims
followed the proper resignation protocols. He has
previously petitioned the EC, questioning the timing of
Paetongtarn's resignation, as it was not registered until
three days after her election on August 16. He alleges
that she authorized a close aide to handle the
resignation documents only one day after the
Constitutional Court dismissed her predecessor.
[Bangkok Post 1] [Bangkok Post 2]

Thailand: Senators accused of committee
carve-up

(Im) Minority senators in Thailand have raised
concerns over alleged unfair allocations of seats on
Senate standing committees, claiming a "carve-up"
orchestrated by majority groups. They argue that bloc
voting has sidelined senators with fewer affiliations
from effectively participating in the selection process
for 21 committees. During a recent meeting, Senator
Tewarit Maneechai called for a review of the selections,
questioning the exclusion of agriculture-focused
senators from the relevant committee. Senator Sawat
Thatsana, overseeing the process, stated that more
senators applied than there were available seats,
leading to competitive draws for at least 11
committees.

Senator Kanlaya expressed disappointment at missing
the chance to serve on the agriculture committee,
while Senator Seranee noted the challenges faced by
minority senators in a voting system stacked against
them. Senator Nantana Nantavaropas also criticized
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the lack of transparency in the selection process,
alleging that committee chairs were quietly pre-
selected prior to the vote. [Bangkok Post]

Thailand: Chulalongkorn University blocks
seminar on military critique

(bk) Chulalongkorn University has refused to allow one
of its political science scholars, Associate Professor
Puangthong Pawakapan, to host a seminar on her
book Infiltrating Society: The Thai Military's Internal
Security Affairs at the university. Puangthong noted that
the administration did not provide a clear rationale for
the venue change, which she perceives as a threat to
academic freedom.

The decision follows previous criticism from the
Internal Security Operations Command (ISOC), which
questioned Puangthong's qualifications and called for
both the book and associated discussions to be
banned, claiming they could foster misunderstandings
and harm the military's reputation. ISOC even
threatened legal action against her and urged the
university to investigate her ethical conduct. [Thai
Engquirer]

Thailand: PPRP leader Prawit to file
lawsuits over wiretapping

(Im) Gen Prawit Wongsuwon, leader of the Palang
Pracharath Party (PPRP), plans to file lawsuits against
TV host Danai Ekmahasawat and former Pheu Thai
Party spokesman Prompong Nopparit for allegedly
releasing incriminating voice recordings.

The recordings, suspected of being obtained through
illegal wiretapping, feature a conversation between
Gen Prawit and Suttipong Juljarern, the Ministry of
Interior's permanent secretary. The released audio
clips, aired on Inside Thailand TV on September 11,
have prompted an ethics probe against Gen Prawit.

Against this backdrop, Gen Prawit intends to pursue
legal action, with Paiboon Nititawan, PPRP's secretary-
general, confirming that the complaints will be lodged
with police. The charges for wiretapping and spreading
content carry penalties of up to five years in prison or a
THB 500,000 (USD 14,000) fine.

Meanwhile, Prompong Nopparit has also petitioned
the House of Representatives to investigate Gen
Prawit’s attendance at parliamentary meetings, citing
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concerns that he may not be fulfilling his duties. He
requested records of Gen Prawit's absences and salary
receipts, raising questions about whether the MP is
adhering to constitutional requirements. [Bangkok
Post 1] [Bangkok Post 2]

Thailand: House Speaker confirms Gen
Pisal can be prosecuted for role in 2004
Tak Bai Massacre

(Im) Thailand’s House Speaker Wan Muhamad Noor
Matha has confirmed that the 2017 constitution
permits the judiciary to prosecute Pheu Thai MP Gen
Pisal Wattanawongkiri, despite his claims of
parliamentary immunity, over his alleged role in the
2004 Tak Bai massacre, which resulted in the deaths of
85 people. The Narathiwat Criminal Court issued an
arrest warrant for Gen Pisal and six other high-ranking
officials after they failed to appear for questioning.

The Tak Bai massacre occurred on October 25, 2004,
during a protest in Narathiwat, a predominantly
Muslim province in southern Thailand, where tensions
between the government and insurgent groups have
long simmered. Hundreds of demonstrators gathered
outside the Tak Bai police station to protest the arrest
of six men accused of supplying weapons to
insurgents. Security forces attempted to disperse the
protest, and 85 people died, many from suffocation
after being detained, bound, and stacked in military
trucks for several hours in extreme heat.

At the time, Gen Pisal was the commander of the
Fourth Army Region, responsible for overseeing
southern Thailand. His actions, alongside other
officials, have been widely criticized, with human rights
organizations condemning the excessive use of force.
The incident became a focal point of international
criticism regarding the Thai government’s handling of
the southern insurgency.

Now a member of the Pheu Thai Party and an MP, Gen
Pisal argued that his position provided him with
parliamentary immunity from prosecution. Section 125
of the 2017 constitution does offer such immunity to
protect MPs from unfair legal actions while performing
their duties. However, House Speaker Wan clarified
that this immunity is not absolute. A sub-section of the
constitution allows courts to override immunity if legal
actions do not interfere with an MP's official
parliamentary duties. Courts can summon or arrest
MPs outside of their scheduled duties, and they can
issue arrest warrants if MPs fail to respond to these
summonses.
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At the time of the court’s request to the House of
Representatives for cooperation in executing Gen
Pisal's arrest warrant, he was reportedly on sick leave.
The judiciary's actions signal a continued effort to hold
those involved in the Tak Bai massacre accountable,
despite the political positions and immunity claims of
those implicated. [Bangkok Post]

Thailand: Government unveils draft bill to
regulate cannabis while keeping it legal

(msz) Thailand has introduced a new bill to regulate its
cannabis industry, allowing its use primarily for
medical, research, and select commercial purposes,
such as in herbal, food, and cosmetic products. The
legislation, proposed by the Public Health Ministry,
marks a softer stance than previous efforts, notably by
removing an earlier proposal to reclassify cannabis as
a "narcotic" and outlaw recreational use. However,
recreational consumption remains restricted, with
fines of up to THB 60,000 (USD 1,680) for violations,
while sellers of unauthorized products face up to THB
100,000 (USD 2,800) in fines or one year in prison.

The introduction of Thailand's new cannabis regulation
bill follows several significant developments in the
country’s evolving approach to marijuana use. In 2022,
Thailand became the first nation in Asia to
decriminalize cannabis, allowing its cultivation and sale
for medical and industrial purposes. This move created
a legal vacuum, leading to the rapid proliferation of
more than 9,400 cannabis dispensaries nationwide,
especially in tourist hotspots like Bangkok and Phuket.
The widespread availability of the drug has sparked
debate over its regulation, with concerns over
recreational use, public health, and the potential for
addiction.

Cannabis decriminalization initially aimed to promote
economic growth through the medical marijuana
industry and provide new opportunities for farmers
and businesses. However, the lack of clear legal
frameworks around recreational use allowed cannabis
to become more accessible, creating a controversial
political issue, particularly during the 2023 national
election.

The Pheu Thai Party, now the ruling party, campaigned
with a promise to reclassify cannabis as a "narcotic"
and limit its use strictly to medical purposes. This push
came in response to growing concerns over public
safety and addiction. However, Bhumjaithai Party, the
political party that championed cannabis legalization,
opposed these stricter regulations. As a result, Pheu


https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-eurtrut-l-jty/

Thai was forced to compromise and maintain cannabis'
legal status, leading to the current proposal that seeks
to balance economic interests with public health
concerns.

The newly proposed bill reflects this compromise.
While it permits the use of cannabis for medical,
research, and specific commercial purposes, it seeks to
rein in the free use of the drug for recreational
purposes by imposing fines and licensing
requirements. The bill also emphasizes the need for
licensed medical practitioners to oversee cannabis use,
which has sparked criticism from pro-cannabis
advocates who view this requirement as too restrictive.

Public consultations on the draft bill are being held
until September 30, 2024, after which it will undergo
further revisions before being submitted to Parliament
for approval. [Bangkok Post]

Thailand: Pheu Thai advances casino
complex proposal amid concerns over
regulation, illicit activities

(msz/Im) The ruling Pheu Thai Party is advancing its
proposal to establish legal casino entertainment
complexes in Thailand, framing the initiative as a
means to combat underground gambling while
generating significant tax revenue. This strategy is
rooted in the desire to tap into the burgeoning global
"fun" economy, estimated to be worth around USD 3.7
trillion, which encompasses sectors like tourism,
sports, and entertainment. The government believes
that legalizing these activities could contribute over 50
percent of GDP, providing essential funding for
education and infrastructure projects.

The draft Entertainment Complex Act outlines licensing
requirements for casino operations, valid for up to 30
years, with significant fees of THB 5 billion
(approximately USD 142 million) for registration and
THB 1 billion (about USD 28 million) annually. The plan
restricts entry for individuals under 20 years old and
imposes a THB 5,000 entrance fee (approximately USD
142) for Thai citizens, with expectations of generating
at least THB 12 billion in tax revenue in the first year.
[Bangkok Post 1]

However, the proposal has faced criticism from the
opposition People's Party, which has raised concerns
about potential shady business practices. MP Nont
Pisarnlimjaroenkit doubts the project's ability to
compete with successful models like Macau and
questions whether the high admission fee might drive
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Thai nationals toward illegal gambling. He has called
for stronger legal frameworks and highlighted issues
with law enforcement, warning that without
addressing these concerns, the entertainment complex
could inadvertently foster illicit activities. Additionally,
he noted the removal of certain requirements from the
project, which could favor large operators over
effective regulatory oversight. [Bangkok Post 2]

Thailand: Kamronwit wins PAO election
re-run in Pathum Thani

(Im) Pol Lt Gen Kamronwit Toopkrajang has been re-
elected as chairman of the Pathum Thani Provincial
Administration Organization (PAO) in a decisive victory
over rival Chan Puangpetch. If confirmed by election
officials, this win will restore him to the position he
previously held. Voter turnout for the election was
under 50 percent of the 953,302 eligible voters.

This election followed a previous contest in July, where
Kamronwit lost by a narrow margin of fewer than
2,000 votes. The Election Commission annulled that
poll due to alleged breaches of election law by Chan,
who was accused of sponsoring entertainment events
to gain support. In the re-run election held on
September 22, Kamronwit received 187,975 votes,
while Chan garnered 120,007.

This election was viewed as a litmus test for the Pheu
Thai Party's influence in the region, despite both
candidates running independently. Chan, who had
previously campaigned with Pheu Thai's support,
distanced himself from the party this time to avoid any
potential negative repercussions. [Bangkok Post]

Thailand: Juvenile center to remain open

(Im) Authorities have decided to keep the Baan
Kanchanapisek Vocational Juvenile Training Centre
open after concerns about potential budget cuts that
could have led to its closure. The center, led by juvenile
justice expert Thicha Nanakorn, focuses on providing
rehabilitation services for young offenders.

Justice Minister Pol Col Tawee Sodsong and
Department of Juvenile Observation and Protection
(DJOP) director-general Pol Lt Gen Prawut Wongsrinil
visited the center to address the issue after reports
surfaced about possible government funding cuts for
hiring juvenile experts, which would have affected the
center's operations.
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Pol Col Tawee emphasized the importance of
rehabilitating young offenders to help them
reintegrate into society. Pol Lt Gen Prawut confirmed
that, despite being privately owned, the center is fully
funded by the DJOP. The concerns about budget cuts
arose due to insufficient performance data submitted
to the Office of the Civil Service Commission (OCSC),
but the required data has now been approved,
ensuring the center's continued operation.

The Baan Kanchanapisek center, which receives an
annual budget of THB 8 million (USD 224,000) from the
government, has successfully rehabilitated nearly
2,000 young convicts over the past 20 years under
Thicha's leadership. [Bangkok Post]

Thailand: Marriage equality law likely by
early 2025

(Im) Thailand's Marriage Equality Bill is expected to
become law by early 2025, with civil society groups
hoping it will be officially announced in the Royal
Gazette by October 2 and take effect by January. The
bill, which passed Parliament's upper house on June 18
and was submitted for royal endorsement on July 4,
would legally recognize same-sex marriages, making
Thailand one of the few Asian countries to do so, along
with Taiwan and Nepal.

If the bill does not receive royal endorsement within
the 90-day timeframe, it will be sent back to parliament
for reapproval. Alternatively, the government has the
authority to enforce the law by January 30, 2025, under
the constitution.

UN Special Rapporteur Vitit Muntarbhorn emphasized
the bill's significance, noting it will amend 60-70
sections of the Civil and Commercial Codes to ensure
equal rights for LGBTQ+ couples. He also highlighted
the need to amend around 50 other laws, such as
those related to surrogacy and gender recognition, to
further protect LGBTQ+ rights in Thailand. [Bangkok
Post]

Thailand: Government plan tougher laws
to combat rising online scams, enhance
consumer protection

(Im) The Thai government is planning to strengthen
laws against online scams to enhance consumer
protection, as stated by Deputy Prime Minister and
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Digital Economy and Society Minister Prasert
Jantararuangtong. This initiative follows concerns
raised by Senator Wutthiphong Phongsuwan regarding
the increasing number of online scam cases, which
now exceed 500,000, with only 60,000 under police
investigation.

Prasert highlighted the need to amend laws that have
been in place for five years, suggesting increased
penalties for online fraud and related offenses,
particularly targeting call center gangs. The
government is also coordinating with the Anti-Money
Laundering Office to facilitate quicker asset seizures
linked to online crime syndicates, viewing asset
freezing as an effective deterrent.

Additionally, the government is cracking down on
illegal internet connections and has penalized several
internet service providers for non-compliance with
regulations. Some scam operations are reportedly
shifting to new technologies, such as low Earth orbit
satellite communications.

To further protect online consumers, starting October
3, buyers will be able to inspect cash-on-delivery items
before payment. Recent efforts by the Anti Online
Scam Operation Center have successfully reduced the
daily financial impact of online crime by 36 percent
from earlier in the year. [Bangkok Post]

Thailand: Three state officials face
indictments for misuse of public
resources

(Im) The National Anti-Corruption Commission (NACC)
is set to indict three state officials for misusing public
resources for personal purposes. The officials facing
charges are Pokpong Umyoo, former director of the
Rayong Coastal Aquaculture Research Centre; Kitchai
Kulsamrit, a former Uthai Thani local administration
officer; and Chakrawut Yangsantia, permanent
secretary for Na Kham Tambon Administrative
Organisation.

Pokpong is accused of using public vehicles and staff
from the research center to assist with construction
and landscaping at his private home. Kitchai allegedly
used a state car and fuel card for personal use, while
Chakrawut is charged with using fuel coupons for his
private vehicle.

The NACC found all three officials guilty of serious
disciplinary and criminal offenses under anti-
corruption laws and the Criminal Code. Their cases will
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now be forwarded to the attorney general for further
legal action. [Bangkok Post]

Thailand: Court orders confiscation of USD
153,000 from PWO official in unusual
wealth case

(Im) The Criminal Court for Corruption and Misconduct
Cases Region 3 has ordered the confiscation of THB 5.1
million (USD 153,000) in assets from Sarot Sutthiwong,
an official at Thailand's Public Warehouse Organisation
(PWO), in an unusual wealth case. The ruling, issued on
March 28 but disclosed on September 18, follows an
investigation by the National Anti-Corruption
Commission (NACC) that revealed Sarot's failure to
explain the source of his wealth. The confiscation
includes funds in two of Sarot's bank accounts.

The NACC's probe found that Sarot, who also served as
the head of warehouses for TSTE Plc in the early 2000s,
was involved in malfeasance and dereliction of duty
related to the government's controversial rice-pledging
scheme. If the funds in Sarot's accounts are
insufficient, authorities have 10 years to track and
seize other assets to fulfill the court's confiscation
order. [Bangkok Post]

The PWO is a state-owned enterprise in Thailand that
operates under the Ministry of Commerce. Its primary
function is to manage and store agricultural products,
including rice and other goods, as part of the
government's policies to stabilize prices, manage food
security, and support national economic goals.

Thailand: Transport Ministry investigates
allegations of bribery involving Deere &
Company

(Im) The Transport Ministry of Thailand is launching an
investigation into allegations that Deere & Company, a
US-based agricultural and construction equipment
firm, paid bribes to secure procurement contracts
from the Department of Highways (DoH) and the
Department of Rural Roads (DRR). Transport Minister
Suriya Jungrungreangkit announced that a committee
will be set up to look into the case, which occurred
several years ago.

Reports suggest that Wirtgen Thailand, a subsidiary of
Deere, allegedly bribed officials from Thai state
agencies such as the Royal Thai Air Force, the DoH, and
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the DRR. The bribery, which occurred between 2017
and 2020, was aimed at securing procurement
contracts. The improper payments included cash,
luxury trips, and other incentives, such as services at
massage parlors.

In response to this, Deere & Company agreed to settle
with the US Securities and Exchange Commission (SEC),
paying USD 10 million in fines and related fees. The
SEC found that Deere failed to integrate its subsidiary
into its compliance and control systems after acquiring
Wirtgen in 2017, allowing these bribery schemes to go
unchecked. [Bangkok Post]

Thailand: Officials seize millions in assets
from 48 fraud cases

(Im) Thailand's Anti-Money Laundering Office (AMLO)
has confiscated over THB 5 billion (USD 150 million) in
assets related to 48 cases of fraud, online gambling,
and corruption this year. In their latest report, officials
revealed the seizure of 12,300 assets worth THB 4.5
billion (USD 135 million), including high-profile cases
linked to a senior civil engineer and the Kofuk online
gambling network. The Kofuk case involved 372 assets
worth THB 963 million (USD 28.89 million), while
another significant case implicated a former
shareholder of More Return Plc in stock manipulation.
Additionally, assets linked to former deputy national
police chief Pol Gen Surachate Hakparn were also
targeted. [Bangkok Post]

Thailand: Controversy surrounding
teacher selection process in Sa Kaeo
unresolved

(Im) The mystery surrounding a teacher selection
process in Sa Kaeo province remains unresolved after
a complaint from a candidate, Ben, whose name was
initially listed as a successful candidate for a teaching
position but was later removed from a revised list. The
original exam results showed Ben as the top candidate
on September 9, but her name was replaced by
another on September 12.

The Office of the Basic Education Commission (Obec)
cited an error in the initial results, stating that Ben did
not finish in the top ten, while the new candidate had
the highest score. The original test papers are being
reviewed by police forensic experts to clarify the
situation.
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Meanwhile, the National Anti-Corruption Commission
(NACC) found errors by the Sa Kaeo Secondary
Education Service Area Office in preparing the initial
results, and officials involved will face disciplinary
action. [Bangkok Post]

Thailand: Executive jailed, company fined
for illegal chemical dumping in Nakhon
Ratchasima province

(Im) An executive from the industrial waste
management company Aek Uthai Co has been
sentenced to two years and six months in prison, and
the company fined THB 250,000 (USD 7,500) for the
illegal dumping of hazardous chemicals in Nakhon
Ratchasima in 2021. Varalee Kijsa-ard, an executive at
the company’s Klang Dong branch, was convicted of
violating environmental and public health laws under
the Hazardous Substances Act. She received a two-year
sentence for hazardous waste violations, plus an
additional six months for breaching public health
regulations, and was temporarily released on bail set
at THB 70,000 (USD 2,100).

The charges were brought after the Department of
Industrial Works discovered the company had illegally
disposed of chemicals, posing a risk to public health.
The court rejected the company's defense, citing
evidence from the Department of Pollution Control
and other government agencies.

The Ministry of Industry plans to establish stricter
regulations for managing hazardous substances and
will ensure that the company is held accountable for
environmental rehabilitation and the proper removal
of the dumped chemicals. [Bangkok Post]

Thailand: Firm suspended after chemical
fire in Rayong province

(Im) A fire at the Thai Plastic and Chemicals Plc plant in
the Map Ta Phut Industrial Estate, Rayong, led to a
partial suspension of operations. The incident,
triggered by a leakage of a precursor for polyvinyl
chloride production, occurred on September 22 and
was contained without any casualties. The Industrial
Estate Authority of Thailand (IEAT) mandated the
suspension of vinyl chloride monomer production for
safety inspections by third-party experts and
emphasized the need for monitoring air quality and
environmental safety. Although no contaminated
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water was found, air quality checks will continue in 40
nearby communities. [Bangkok Post]

Thailand: 400-baht minimum wage
unlikely by October 1

(Im/bk) The planned increase of Thailand's daily
minimum wage to THB 400 (USD 12) by October 1 - a
key election promise of the Pheu Thai-led government
- is unlikely to proceed as scheduled due to
complications arising from a recent wage committee
meeting.

The tripartite wage committee, which consists of 15
members representing employees, employers, and
government officials, requires a quorum of 10
members to vote. However, only nine members
attended the latest meeting on September 20. This lack
of quorum was compounded by the revelation that
Methee Supapong, the Bank of Thailand representative
on the committee, had retired a year ago and was no
longer qualified to participate.

The committee had intended to reconvene on
September 24 to review the wage increase proposal,
primarily aimed at companies with at least 200
employees. However, on September 23, Permanent
Secretary for Labour Pairoj Chotikasathien announced
that the planned minimum wage increase would likely
be further delayed. Finding a replacement for Methee
could take up to 15 days, meaning a vote may not
occur until after the new fiscal year begins on October
1.

Pairoj, who will soon retire, also noted that the new
Permanent Secretary would take over as chairman of
the tripartite committee. [Matichon, in Thai] [The
Standard, in Thai]

Some employers, including the Federation of Thai
Industries (FTI), have expressed concerns about the
wage hike, suggesting that it may harm businesses,
especially small and medium-sized enterprises. The FTI
has proposed alternatives, such as a "pay by skill"
system, and emphasized the need to upskill workers to
meet market demands. [Bangkok Post 1] [Bangkok
Post 2]

Thailand: Government considers
extending welfare protection to freelance
workers
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(Im) The Thai government is considering extending
welfare protections to freelance workers, similar to
those available to employees registered with the Social
Security Fund (SSF), contingent upon their payment of
income taxes. This initiative, led by Tourism and Sports
Minister Sorawong Thienthong, aims to provide
benefits to various freelance sectors, including tour
guides, ride-hailing drivers, online content creators,
and sex workers.

Discussions with civil and labor advocacy groups
highlighted challenges, particularly concerning sex
workers' reluctance to disclose their identities. The
Professional Tourist Guide Association emphasized the
need for protections for freelancers in the tourism
sector, recognizing their economic contributions. The
insights from these discussions will inform a proposed
bill for welfare coverage, which is expected to be
presented in the next parliamentary session. [Bangkok
Post]

Thailand: New economic board
established to oversee stimulus goals,
digital economy plans

(Im) Thailand's Prime Minister Paetongtarn Shinawatra
has appointed a 22-member board to oversee the
government's economic stimulus policies, ensuring key
economic goals are met. The board, chaired by
Paetongtarn, includes nine cabinet ministers, senior
officials from key economic agencies, and
representatives from the financial sector.

The board's responsibilities include designing policy
objectives, implementation strategies, and identifying
funding sources. It will also manage data collection and
processing to support economic stimulus projects and
form working teams to assist in its efforts.
Collaboration with state agencies and enterprises is
encouraged.

Additionally, Deputy Finance Minister Julapun
Amornvivat confirmed the second phase of the THB
180 billion (USD 5.4 billion) digital wallet stimulus
scheme will proceed. The government has prioritized
distributing THB 10,000 (USD 300) cash handouts to
14.5 million welfare and disabled cardholders by
September 25, while the broader digital wallet
distribution is delayed to avoid confusion. The initiative
aims to stimulate the economy and lay the foundation
for a digital economy. [Bangkok Post 1] [Bangkok Post
2]
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Thailand: Government approves initial
flood relief for households and tourism
sector

(bk) The government is accelerating its compensation
plan for households and tourism businesses affected
by the country's worst flooding in years [see AiR No.
38, September/2024, 3]. A compensation budget of
THB 3 billion (USD 0.09 billion) has been approved. For
households, the plan includes a one-month exemption
from water and electricity bills, providing immediate
relief to those impacted. For tourism businesses, it
offers soft loans and tax measures to help them
recover financially.

Additionally, the government is seeking input from
tourism operators to better assess damages and
enhance the compensation scheme, with aid measures
expected to roll out in about two weeks.

Meanwhile, officials have been visiting affected
provinces to distribute essential supplies, participate in
cleanup activities, and assess ongoing impacts.
[Bangkok Post] [Government Public Relations
Department, in Thai]

Thailand: Rising expenses prompt review
of civil service salaries and benefits

(bk) The Comptroller-General's Department, the
Budget Bureau, and the Office of the Civil Service
Commission (OCSC) are exploring reforms to salaries
and benefits across government sectors to cope with
these exorbitantly high and rising expenses. The
significant financial burden includes items like the THB
100 billion (USD 3 billion) annual healthcare budget for
civil servants, which increases with longer life
expectancies and new healthcare challenges.

In fiscal 2023, total expenditures on salaries, pensions,
and compensation reached THB 818 billion (USD 25
billion), up 0.78 percent from the previous year. Over
the past six years, there have been no salary base
adjustments despite a slight increase in the number of
civil servants. Welfare expenditures for government
personnel also rose significantly, reflecting increasing
healthcare and pension costs as Thailand ages. Public
welfare spending totaled THB 398 billion (USD 12
billion) in fiscal 2023, marking a 7.42 percent year-on-
year increase.

A comprehensive review of the civil service process is
underway, covering recruitment, salaries, and benefits.
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Options being considered include making government
salaries more competitive with the private sector,
adopting similar compensation packages, or
maintaining the current salary system. [Bangkok Post]

Thailand: Bangkok City Hall enacts new
street vending regulations, restricting
vendors to Thais

(bk) New regulations from Bangkok City Hall will
restrict street vending in Bangkok to 'low-income
Thais,' meaning that migrants are barred from being
vendors themselves and from being employed by
them.

To qualify, vendors must be Thai nationals, hold
government welfare cards, pay for housing from the
National Housing Authority, and receive welfare
allowances from the Ministry of Social Development
and Human Security. Their annual income must not
exceed THB 300,000 (USD 9,066) after deducting
business expenses, and they must be part of the
annual taxation system. Each vendor can employ one
Thai sales assistant and must obtain permission from
public health authorities. [Bangkok Post]

Thailand: Finance Minister highlights
potential for sovereign credit rating boost
to A-

(bk) Finance Minister Pichai Chunhavajira has
advocated for an upgrade of Thailand's sovereign
credit rating from BBB+ to A-, asserting that the
country's economic status is comparable to other
nations at that level. He noted that concerns about
political stability affecting credit ratings are common in
many countries.

To bolster his case, Pichai pointed out that the
government's interest payment burden is merely 9
percent of its revenue, well below the 12 percent
threshold established by the Public Debt Management
Office.

He reassured that the recent reduction in debt
repayments to state financial institutions under
Section 28 of the State Financial and Fiscal Discipline
Act -- allowing the government to borrow from state
financial institutions for state projects -- will not create
liquidity issues for these institutions, which currently
hold surplus funds. Indeed, this reduction even
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enables them to manage their excess effectively while
still earning interest from the Finance Ministry.
Borrowing under Section 28 is capped at 32 percent of
the annual budget, and current borrowing remains
within this limit, though future initiatives may impact
the overall debt situation.

The Fiscal Policy Office forecasts economic growth for
2024 at 2.2-3.2 percent, driven by a recovering tourism
sector, while the National Economic and Social
Development Council estimates GDP growth at 2.3-2.8
percent. [Bangkok Post]

Thailand: Household NPLs reach 8.76
percent, with rapid rise in Special Mention
debt

(bk) According to the National Credit Bureau,
Thailand's household non-performing loans (NPLs)
increased by 2.8 percent from June to July, reaching
THB 1.19 trillion (USD 0.04 trillion), which constitutes
8.76 percent of the country's total household debt of
approximately THB 13.6 trillion (USD 0.4 trillion).

Concerns were raised as Special Mention debt, which
refers to repayments overdue by 30-90 days but not
yet classified as NPLs, jumped from THB 500 billion
(USD 15 hillion) to THB 670 billion (USD 20 billion) in
just one month, primarily driven by mortgages. This
increase in Special Mention debt indicates a troubling
trend that could lead to higher NPLs in the future.

Most of the debt burden is concentrated among "Gen
Y" individuals, who are accruing debt from personal
loans, car loans, mortgages, and credit cards. This
situation is impacting their ability to secure mortgages,
with bank rejection rates for home loan applications
climbing to about 80 percent. [Thai PBS World]

Thailand: Chinese investors make up
nearly 40 percent of foreign condominium
sales in H1 2024

(bk) Chinese nationals are the leading non-Thai buyers
of condominium units in Thailand, purchasing 2,872
units, which accounts for 39.5 percent of all foreign
buyers in the first half of 2024. Their total investment is
worth approximately THB 13.2 billion (USD 0.4 billion).
Myanmar nationals rank second, making up 8.8
percent, followed by Russians (7.8 percent), Taiwanese
(4.5 percent), and Americans (4 percent).
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The most popular locations for foreign buyers include
Chon Buri, which represents 38.4 percent of sales,
followed by Bangkok (36.4 percent), Phuket, Chiang
Mai, and Samut Prakan.

These foreign demands have boosted the domestic
real estate market, prompting the government to
consider raising the foreign ownership limits for
condominiums to 75 percent and extending lease
periods for foreigners to 99 years. [Thai PBS World]

Thailand: Haier’s largest smart air-
conditioner factory outside China to open
in 2025

(bk) The Board of Investment (BOI) has approved a THB
13.4 billion (USD 0.4 billion) investment by Haier
Appliance Manufacture (Thailand) Co., Ltd, a Chinese
company, to build a factory in the WHA Eastern
Seaboard 3 industrial estate in Chonburi, one of
Thailand's major manufacturing hubs. The factory will
produce smart air-conditioners primarily for export.
These air-conditioners will be equipped with sensors
and Wi-Fi, allowing them to connect to smartphones
and other smart devices. Haier selected Thailand due
to its strong infrastructure, reliable power supply, and
efficient logistics.

The factory's first phase is expected to be completed
by September 2025, with an initial production capacity
of 3 million units, eventually reaching 6 million units
per year by 2027. The project is expected to create
3,000 jobs and generate THB 32 billion (USD 0.97
billion) in annual exports. It will become Haier's largest
smart air-conditioner manufacturing facility outside of
China. [The Nation]

Thailand: New State Railway governor
pledges to advance Thai-Chinese rail
projects

(bk) On September 19, the State Railway of Thailand
(SRT) appointed Veeris Ammarapala, a former
governor of the Industrial Estate Authority of Thailand,
as its new governor. Upon assuming office, Veeris
outlined his vision to transform Thailand into a
regional rail transport hub during his four-year term.
His strategy focuses on six core goals: increasing SRT's
revenue, improving service quality, reducing
operational costs, enhancing personnel management,
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accelerating government projects, and implementing
environmental and social initiatives.

A key priority is the completion of the Thai-Chinese
high-speed railway. The project, divided into two
phases, will link Bangkok to Nakhon Ratchasima in the
first phase, and Nakhon Ratchasima to Nong Khai in
the second. Both sections are expected to be
operational by 2028, with the project's completion
coinciding with the 50th anniversary of diplomatic
relations between Thailand and China in 2025.

To address SRT's THB 230 billion (USD 6.4 billion) debt,
Veeris plans to engage the private sector in railway
projects and explore revenue-generating
opportunities, such as leasing tracks and developing
land along railway routes. He also intends to seek
assistance from the Ministry of Finance for debt
consolidation and restructuring, particularly for
covering the costs associated with providing free rail
services to underprivileged groups. [Bangkok Post 1]
[Bangkok Post 2] [The Nation]

Thailand: No extension for Don Muang
tollway concession, toll increases
expected

(Im) Transport Minister Suriya Jungrungreangkit has
confirmed that the Thai government will not extend
the concession for Don Muang Tollway Plc, which
operates the Don Muang Tollway, in exchange for
capping toll fees. This announcement counters earlier
reports suggesting a possible concession extension in
return for freezing toll rates.

The operator plans to increase toll fees by THB 5 to 10
(USD 0.14 to 0.28) in December 2024, and again in
December 2029, before the concession expires in
2034. The minister stated that a study by the
Department of Highways (DoH) found it would not be
worth extending the concession to maintain current
rates.

The DoH is in talks with the tollway operator to offer
occasional discounts, and there is currently a 5 percent
discount in place. After the concession expires, a new
toll management system will be implemented, with the
possibility of reducing fees to as low as THB 20 (USD
0.56) or eliminating them entirely. [Bangkok Post]
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Thailand: Almost 1,000 military officers
reassigned in major reshuffle

(bk) On September 21, the Thai government
announced a significant military reshuffle, resulting in
the reassignment of 808 officers, including new leaders
for both the Royal Thai Army and the Royal Thai Navy.
This annual reshuffle coincides with the impending
retirement of current military chiefs at the end of the
month. Prime Minister Paetongtarn Shinawatra has
submitted the list of appointments for royal
endorsement, which is expected to take effect on
October 1.

Among the notable changes, General Ukrit Boontanont
will be transferred to the role of Deputy Supreme
Commander, paving the way for his eventual ascension
to Supreme Commander. General Tharapong Malakam
has been appointed as Deputy Permanent Secretary of
Defense, positioning him for the Permanent Secretary
role in 2025.

In the Army, General Phana Klaewplodthuk has been
named the new commander-in-chief. Previously
serving as the army's chief-of-staff and affiliated with
the elite red-rim soldier fraternity, Pana was
nominated by the outgoing army chief, General
Charoenchai Hintao. He will hold this prestigious
position until 2027. General Nattawut Nakhanakorn
takes on the role of Deputy Army Commander, while
General Ekarat Changkaew is appointed Chairman of
the Army Advisory Board.

In the Royal Thai Navy, Admiral Jirapol Wongwit has
been appointed Commander of the Navy, nominated
by outgoing navy chief Admiral Adoong Pan-iam.
Jirapol's background is particularly noteworthy, as he
graduated from a naval academy abroad and has not
held the typical key positions usually associated with
the navy chief role. Admiral Chonthit Nawanukra will
serve as Deputy Commander.

Additionally, the Royal Thai Air Force is also undergoing
strategic changes, with ACM Panpakdee Pattanakul
planning to appoint ACM Chainat Pholkit as his deputy
and promote ACM Manat Chavanaprayoon to
chairman of the Air Force advisory board. [Thai Post, in
Thai] [Thaiger]

Thailand: Armed assault in Narathiwat
province, four officials taken hostage
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(bk) On September 21, at least 20 armed men
launched an assault on the Hala Bala Wildlife
Sanctuary in Narathiwat, one of Thailand's conflict-
ridden southernmost provinces. The attackers took
four officials hostage and stole firearms, bombarding
and setting fire to four buildings, including a tourist
bungalow, in a chaotic 50-minute incident. Some staff
members managed to escape and alerted nearby
villagers for assistance.

This attack marks the first of its kind at the sanctuary
in three decades, deeply unsettling the local
community, which values the sanctuary as a crucial
resource for hornbill conservation education. [Bangkok
Post 1]

Authorities suspect that the assault was orchestrated
by an insurgent group led by Manso Puteh, who is
wanted for his involvement in various violent incidents
and has been linked to recent attacks in the area. His
group maintains bases in regions such as Sungai Padi
and Waeng. [Bangkok Post 2]

Thailand: Tourist police apprehends
foreign nationals for unauthorized work

(bk) On September 19, Thai tourist police arrested a
Russian man and a Turkish man on Koh Phangan, an
island in southeast Thailand renowned for its Full
Moon Party, located in Surat Thani province, for
working without proper documentation and permits
required for foreign workers in Thailand.

The 34-year-old Russian was detained while installing
CCTV and audio-visual systems at an eatery, with police
seizing related equipment. He disclosed that he was
officially employed as a marketing manager but had
been assigned additional tasks related to audio-visual
installations.

In a separate operation, a 45-year-old Turkish man was
arrested on the same island while installing electronic
devices at a shop. He explained to the authorities that
he accepted the job because his employer promised
him a future stake in the business. [Bangkok Post]

Vietham: Tycoon Truong My Lan,
sentenced to death, faces new fraud trial

(wn) Vietnamese property tycoon Truong My Lan,
already sentenced to death earlier this year for
orchestrating the country's largest financial fraud, has
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now gone on trial again for additional charges of fraud,
money laundering, and illegal cross-border money
transfers. Lan, chair of the Van Thinh Phat Group,
allegedly raised VND 30 trillion (USD 1.2 billion) by
illegally issuing bonds to nearly 36,000 investors. She is
also accused of laundering VND 445 trillion (USD 18.1
billion) and moving USD 4.5 billion in and out of
Vietnam.

In April, Lan was convicted for her role in a USD 12.5
billion fraud scheme that led to the collapse of the
Saigon Commercial Bank (SCB), resulting in losses of
USD 27 billion. Her conviction is part of Vietnam's
“Blazing Furnace” anti-corruption campaign, which has
intensified since 2022, targeting high-profile business
executives and officials.

The current trial, expected to last a month, involves 33
accomplices and has drawn public attention, with
fraud victims, including many who lost their life
savings, attending the court proceedings. Lan’s arrest
and trial highlight the far-reaching impact of her
actions, with an estimated 36,000 victims affected by
the SCB fraud.[Radio Free Asia] [Al Jazeera]

Vietnam: Court jails activist for five years
for ‘distributing anti-state propaganda’

(Im) On September 16, Vietnam’s Hanoi People’s Court
sentenced activist Phan Van Bach to five years in
prison for "distributing anti-state propaganda" under
Article 117 of the Penal Code.

Phan, formerly affiliated with the independent
YouTube channel CHTV, was arrested in December
2023 for his Facebook posts critical of the government.
He had previously participated in several protest
movements, including demonstrations against China
and environmental issues, while also advocating for
victims of social injustice through his social media
posts. His wife expressed concerns over his health,
noting his weight loss and the family's lack of
notification regarding his detention.

Human Rights Watch condemned the sentencing, calling
it part of a broader crackdown on dissent in Vietnam.
Since mid-August 2024, at least nine activists have
been sentenced under Article 117, which critics argue
contradicts Vietnam's constitutional and international
obligations, including the International Covenant on
Civil and Political Rights (ICCPR). [JURIST] [Radio Free
Asia]
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Vietnam: Authorities arrest 63-year-old
woman for promoting banned Provisional
National Government

(wn) Vietnamese police arrested a 63-year-old woman
in Kien Giang province for promoting the banned
Provisional National Government, labeled a terrorist
organization. They seized over 3,000 leaflets urging the
government's overthrow and flags of the former South
Vietnam. This is the fifth arrest linked to the group in
recent weeks, coinciding with increased security
around the September 2 National Day celebrations.
Since 2018, more than 60 individuals have been
detained for connections to this organization. [Radio
Free Asia]

Vietnam: Ho Chi Minh City implements
new plan to strengthen personal data
protection

(cc) The Ho Chi Minh City People’'s Committee has
implemented a plan to enhance personal data
protection, aiming to safeguard citizens' privacy rights
and combat the illicit trade of personal data. Key
measures include proactive detection and prevention
of unauthorized data transfers, strict penalties for
privacy violations, and extensive public awareness
campaigns to educate citizens on their data rights and
responsibilities.

Organizations and individuals involved in personal
data collection must conduct thorough audits, classify
data by sensitivity, and establish security measures.
The plan emphasizes the need for strict controls over
data processing activities.

The Authority of Information Safety (AIS) has
highlighted a rise in cyberattacks in Vietnam,
particularly ransomware incidents, which have severely
affected national cyberspace security. In the first
quarter of the year, over 2,330 attacks were reported,
with critical infrastructures being the primary targets.
The overall increase in cyberattacks, including a
significant rise in ransomware cases, has raised alarms
about data leaks and online fraud in the country.
[Vietham News]

Vietnam: Prime Minister Chinh orders
actions to address challenges facing
businesses


https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-eurtrut-l-jkd/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-eurtrut-l-jkd/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-eurtrut-l-jkh/

(cc) Vietnamese Prime Minister Pham Minh Chinh has
emphasized the importance of addressing difficulties
faced by businesses in the country. During a meeting
with cabinet members and leaders of of twelve major
private economic groups, the Prime Minister stressed
that supporting businesses is crucial for driving
economic growth.

Prime Minister Chinh acknowledged the challenges
faced by businesses in Vietnam, which can range from
administrative hurdles to market fluctuations. He
called on government officials to actively work towards
resolving these difficulties, viewing them as obstacles
to the overall health of the economy. [Vietham News]

Vietnam: Politburo discusses investment
policy for North-South high-speed railway
project

(cc) Members of the Politburo, Vietnam's key decision-
making body, met on September 18 to discuss the
investment policy for Vietnam's North-South high-
speed railway project, recognizing it as a critical
infrastructure development.

The project is seen as a vital infrastructure initiative
designed to meet rising transportation demands along
the North-South corridor, which is crucial for Vietnam's
economic growth and modernization. It aligns with the
ruling Communist Party's long-term goals of
sustainable transport infrastructure, as outlined in the
13th National Party Congress'’s national development
strategy and planning schemes.

Despite its importance, the project faces considerable
financial challenges, with estimates placing the cost at
an estimated USD 70 billion. To tackle this, Vietnam is
actively seeking international partnerships, aiming to
secure both financial support and expertise in high-
speed rail technology. Discussions have even begun
around potentially linking Vietnam’s network with
China’s existing high-speed system, creating a fast-
travel corridor across Southeast Asia. [Vietnam News]

Vietnam: Green Growth exhibition in Ho
Chi Minh City showcases sustainable
innovations

(cc) The 2024 Green Growth Show (GRECO 2024) kicked
off in Ho Chi Minh City on September 21, featuring
over 200 local and foreign exhibitors with 300 booths
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showcasing nearly 8,000 green products and solutions.
The exhibition covers a wide range of sectors, with a
particular focus on high-tech solutions, supporting
industries, and advancements in the Fourth Industrial
Revolution - all geared towards promoting sustainable
practices. [Vietham News]

Vietnam: Central localities flooded, cut off
after Tropical Storm Soulik

(Im) Tropical Storm Soulik has wreaked havoc in central
Vietnam, leading to significant flooding and landslides
that have isolated numerous areas. As of September
20, homes in locations like Tan Hoa commune have
been submerged, with water levels reaching between
0.5 and 2 meters.

In Quang Binh province alone, approximately 1,150
households remain underwater, and 38 villages are cut
off from access. The storm has resulted in one
reported injury and caused damage to 96 houses
across several provinces. Transportation has been
severely affected, with 16 roads and numerous low-
lying crossings flooded, alongside over 100 reported
landslides.

Local authorities are actively monitoring river levels as
heavy rainfall continues and are preparing to assist
affected residents. In Quang Binh, 44 road sections are
impassable due to landslides, and dams and bridges in
Tuyen Hoa District are experiencing rising water levels.
Efforts to clear debris and restore power in impacted
areas are ongoing. [VietnamP|us]

Before Tropical Storm Soulik, Vietnam was impacted by
Typhoon Khanun, which occurred in early September.
Typhoon Khanun caused heavy rainfall, flooding, and
landslides, primarily affecting northern and central
regions. The storm led to evacuations, damage to
infrastructure, and disruptions to transportation.

International Relations,
Geopolitics and Security
in Asia
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China accuses US of blocking Gaza
ceasefire efforts at UN

(to) On September 18, China has accused the United
States of repeatedly "shielding" Israel in its ongoing
war in Gaza, preventing ceasefire efforts. During a
United Nations Security Council (UNSC) meeting,
China's deputy permanent representative, Geng
Shuang, criticized Washington for using its veto power
to block multiple ceasefire resolutions. Geng
furthermore emphasized that ending Israel’s
occupation of Palestinian territories is not just an
option but a "legal obligation and called on Israel to
immediately cease its occupation of Palestinian
territories.

China called for immediate action to halt the conflict,
highlighting the mounting civilian casualties in Gaza,
which have now surpassed 41,000, according to the
UN. [Permanent Mission to the UN, China] [South
China Morning Post]

US keeps missile system in Philippines
amid rising China tensions

(alk) According to sources familiar with the situation,
the US has no immediate plans to withdraw the
Typhon missile system deployed in the Philippines,
despite Chinese demands. The system, capable of
striking Chinese targets, was initially brought in for
joint exercises earlier this year but has remained. The
Philippines, located near Taiwan, plays a key role in US
strategy in Asia, especially in the event of a conflict
with China.

Philippine and US forces continue training with the
system in northern Luzon, near the South China Sea
and Taiwan Strait. US and Philippine officials are
testing the feasibility of using the system in a potential
conflict. A Philippine official confirmed there are no
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immediate plans to withdraw the system, as it provides
strategic value in deterring China.

The US Army flew the Typhon to the Philippines in
April, marking a significant step in the US-Philippines
partnership. Although there is no timeline for its
removal, officials suggest it may return later after
repairs or upgrades. The US is rapidly increasing its
anti-ship weapons presence in the Indo-Pacific to
counter China's lead in the missile race.

China has repeatedly criticized the Typhon's
deployment, accusing the US of bringing war risks to
the region. However, Philippine officials reassured
China that the system is not a threat. China,
meanwhile, continues to militarize islands in the South
China Sea, which it claims as its territory. [Reuters]

International lawmakers urge Volkswagen
to exit Xinjiang over human rights
concerns

(to) On September 20, international lawmakers have
called on Volkswagen (VW) to withdraw from the
Xinjiang region of China due to concerns about
potential human rights abuses against Uyghur
Muslims. The demand follows an investigation by the
Financial Times, which revealed that an audit of VW's
factory in Xinjiang failed to meet international human
rights standards.

The audit, conducted by VW in December 2023 to
review the company’s records and ensure compliance
with laws and standards, claimed to find no evidence
of forced labor, but experts say the report fell short of
recognized auditing protocols. Human rights groups,
however, have reported widespread abuse of Uyghur
Muslims in Xinjiang, with hundreds of thousands
detained from 2017 to 2019, though Beijing denies the
allegations.

The cross-border Inter-Parliamentary Alliance on China
(IPAC), a group of 50 parliamentarians from countries
including Germany, Canada, and the UK, urged VW to
recognize that ensuring human rights care in Xinjiang
is practically impossible. Signatories such as Michael
Brand from Germany's Christian Democratic Union and
UK’s Sarah Champion, chair of the international
development select committee, emphasized the need
for global businesses to act responsibly. They also
called on MSCI, an index provider that creates and
manages financial indexes that track the performance
of groups of assets, to reimpose a red flag on VW's
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stock until a new, independent investigation could be
conducted. [Financial Times 1]

The audit, which was conducted by the Berlin
consultancy Léning and a Chinese law firm, was
criticized for conducting interviews with workers via
live stream, a practice that does not ensure
confidentiality. Human rights experts noted that this
approach likely intimidated workers and undermined
the validity of the findings. The audit also failed to
follow the SA8000 standard thoroughly, which is
recognized internationally for ensuring social
accountability in the workplace.

Volkswagen's reluctance to close the Xinjiang plant,
which currently employs only 197 workers, stems from
concerns about damaging its relationship with state-
owned SAIC, a key partner in China. VW executives
furthermore fear consumer backlash in China, where
previous controversies around Xinjiang have led to
boycotts of brands like H&M and Nike. [Financial Times
2]

UNICEF and Mongolia discuss deepening
youth cooperation

(hs) On September 20, Minister of Foreign Affairs
Battsetseg Batmunkh met with Evariste Kouassi-
Komlan, UNICEF Representative to Mongolia. During
their meeting, they discussed furthering cooperation
between Mongolia and UNICEF, with a focus on
investing in youth and adolescents, implementing the
United Nations Youth Strategy, and addressing
pressing health and education challenges. Key topics
included improving children's health and education
and addressing women's health issues.

In 2023, UNICEF and Mongolia had already made
noticeable progress in health, education, water,
sanitation, and clean air initiatives. Projects such as the
introduction of the Cooking, Heating, and Insulation
Package (CHIP) and efforts to reduce air pollution mark
achievements of the UNICEF Country Programme
2017-2022. These initiatives focused on improving
living conditions and access to education for herder
families and children in remote regions. [UNICEF]
[Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Mongolia]

UNDP and Mongolia event for air
pollution solutions
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(hs) On September 19, the "Investment Case for Air
Pollution in Mongolia" launch event gathered
Mongolian government officials, experts, and NGOs to
discuss the health, social, and economic impacts of
both outdoor and household air pollution, as well as
Mongolia's legal framework and a proposed multi-
stakeholder engagement plan. It showcased findings
from a study examining the country's air pollution
challenges and potential solutions.

Organized by UNDP's “Advancing health and
environmental sustainability through action on
pollution” project, funded by the European Union, the
event involved collaboration with the Ministries of
Economy, Environment, and Health. State Secretary
Batkhuu Idesh highlighted the need for advanced
technology and economic analysis in reducing air
pollution. The study revealed that ambient air pollution
causes nearly 2,840 deaths annually, costing 2.4
percent of Mongolia's GDP. Household pollution,
particularly from cook stoves, results in over 4,300
deaths and 7.6 percent in economic losses.

EU Ambassador Ina Marciulionyte reaffirmed the EU's
commitment to addressing air pollution, aligning with
the EU Green Deal. The event also introduced the
National Multi-Sectoral Action Plan (MSAP) on Air
Pollution and Health, aiming to enhance collaboration
between government and civil society in tackling this
critical issue. [UNDP]

Mongolia hosts UNESCO meeting on
tourism

(hs) On September 12-13, UNESCO and its partners
held a multi-stakeholder consultation in South Gobi, to
promote sustainable tourism through the region's
cultural and geological heritage. The event, part of the
"Promoting Sustainable Tourism in Mongolia through
Cultural and Geo Heritage" project, gathered local
officials, community leaders, and international experts.

The discussions focused on eco-tourism as a
sustainable livelihood, with participants presenting
development plans for Khanbogd soum (district) in
Umnugovi Province, southern Mongolia. Known for its
unique landscapes and monasteries, Khanbogd is
already a frequent eco-tourism destination.
Participants stressed the importance of involving local
herders in these initiatives. Insights were shared from
successful tourism models in UNESCO Global
Geoparks across Asia, emphasizing the need to
balance its tourism with sustainable mining practices.
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The consultation concluded with commitments from
the Mongolian government and Rio Tinto Mongolia to
support eco-tourism initiatives, including the potential
creation of Mongolia's first UNESCO Global Geopark.
The project aims to preserve South Gobi's unique
natural and cultural assets while promoting
sustainable economic growth for local communities.
[UNESCO] [Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Mongolia]

South Korea, Japan and US reaffirm
trilateral commitment at UN General
Assembly

(jb) As the top diplomats of every nation gathered in
the UN Headquarters at New York City for the General
Assembly meeting which occurred from September 22-
23, the foreign ministers of South Korea, Japan, and
the United States met on the sidelines to reaffirm their
trilateral security commitments to each other. [Yonhap
News Agency]

The three countries have enjoyed a vigorous security
arrangement since the Washington summit in August
2023 at Camp David. The need for robust leadership
and the increased threats from a growing friendship
between Russia, North Korea and China prompted the
South Korean President Yoon Suk Yeol, Japanese Prime
Minister Fumio Kishida, and US President Joe Biden
into action.

At the General Assembly this week, South Korean
Foreign Minister Cho Tae Yul, Japanese Foreign
Minister Yoko Kamikawa and US Secretary of State
Antony Blinken met to ensure that future talks
between the three nations would happen in an
“institutionalized fashion.” Through these efforts, they
aim to establish a trilateral cooperation secretariat,
which will formally handle diplomatic meetings,
negotiations, infrastructure development and
cooperation in the security and technology sectors.
[Center for Strategic and International Studies]

During their talks, the three ministers focused on the
growing relationship between Russia and North Korea,
where Kim Jong Un earlier acknowledged Russia’s
historical support for Korea post-World War Il (see AiR
No. 34, August/2024, 3). They emphasized the need to
maintain the security status quo in the Indo-Pacific and
promised that their trilateral relationship would not
dissolve despite the political changes set to occur in
Japan and the US.

The renewal of their commitment comes at a time
when North Korea revealed its uranium enrichment
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facility and continues to engage in raising tensions
along the inter-Korean border through its trash
balloons and propaganda announcements campaigns.
[Yonhap News Agency]

AUKUS in talks with South Korea on Pillar
Il expansion in technology sharing
capabilities

(ac) The AUKUS alliance between Australia, the US, and
the UK marked the third anniversary of its founding. In
a joint statement issued on September 18, the leaders
of the three countries revealed that they are in talks
with South Korea - besides Canada and New Zealand -
to explore collaboration opportunities on advanced
capabilities under AUKUS Pillar 1.

AUKUS Pillar | focuses on conventionally armed
nuclear-powered submarines, which remain exclusive
to the original partners. AUKUS Pillar I, however, aims
to expand cooperation on advanced technological
capabilities such as uncrewed submarines, quantum
technology, hypersonic missiles, and cyber warfare.
[Yonhap News]

The statement reaffirmed that the non-proliferation
aspects of AUKUS are safeguarded through
agreements with the International Atomic Energy
Agency (IAEA), ensuring that commitments made
under AUKUS are legally binding among the partners.
[Australian Government]

Consultations with South Korea regarding the
expansion of AUKUS Pillar Il began on May 1, when
former South Korean Minister of Defense Shin Won-Sik
visited Australia for a “two+two"” meeting with
Australian Foreign Minister Penny Wong. Shin
discussed the potential for broader security
cooperation, including artificial intelligence, electronic
warfare, and hypersonic systems (see AiR No. 19,
May/2024, 1).

Taiwan company investigated for beepers
attack in Lebanon

(hs) Taiwanese electronics company Gold Apollo is
under investigation following links to a covert
operation that used explosive-laden pagers against
Hezbollah targets in Lebanon and Syria on September
17. The attack, which resulted in 32 deaths, is
suspected to have been orchestrated by Israeli
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intelligence, reportedly utilizing pagers manufactured
by Gold Apollo. The explosive devices were hidden in
the pager batteries and detonated remotely, indicating
potential compromise within the supply chain. [BBC]
[CBS]

Gold Apollo, which produces wireless paging systems,
has denied any direct involvement in the attack.
Founder Hsu Ching-Kuang stated that the company
signed a deal with BAC Consulting, a Hungarian firm, to
manufacture pagers under the Taiwanese brand. Hsu
raised concerns about suspicious money transfers
from BAC but provided no further details. [CNN]

As part of the investigation, two individuals from
Taiwanese companies were questioned by authorities
on September 20. The Shilin District Prosecutors' Office
confirmed the questioning, stating efforts are
underway to determine if Taiwanese firms were
involved in the supply or production of the devices.
[Taipei Times]

Hungarian authorities denied BAC's involvement in
manufacturing the devices, claiming it is solely a
trading intermediary with no production facilities in
Hungary. This has raised doubts about the true origin
of the pagers and whether they were tampered with
before reaching Hezbollah. [BBC]

The investigation has deepened amid revelations from
The New York Times suggesting that an Israeli front
company may have infiltrated the supply chain,
allowing Mossad, Israel’s intelligence agency, to plant
the explosives. [L'Orient-Le Jour]

Gold Apollo defended the quality of its products,
stating that its devices meet regulatory standards and
have passed all inspections. As the situation develops,
Taiwan's Foreign Minister Lin Chia-lung has expressed
a commitment to uncovering the truth, emphasizing
the need for transparency in the ongoing inquiry.
[L'Orient-Le Jour] [BBC]

Taiwan seeks inclusion in UN

(am/hs) Taiwan has reiterated its demand for inclusion
in the United Nations, emphasizing that the UN should
find ways to allow its participation, particularly in
contributing to the 17 Sustainable Development Goals
(SDGs).

The Foreign Ministry highlighted Taiwan's recent co-
hosting of an international seminar in New York
through the Global Cooperation and Training
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Framework (GCTF), focusing on using technology for
sustainable development and youth engagement. The
event, held in partnership with the U.S., Japan,
Australia, and Canada, showcased Taiwan's
technological expertise and reinforced its role as a key
partner in achieving the SDGs.

The ministry highlighted that the UN's goal of "leaving
no one behind" contradicts the exclusion of Taiwan's
23.5 million people due to China’s interpretation of
Resolution 2758.

Since 1971, Taiwan has been excluded from the UN
following General Assembly Resolution 2758, which
recognized the People's Republic of China (PRC) as the
sole representative of China. However, Taiwan argues
that this resolution does not preclude its meaningful
participation. [Radio Taiwan]

In a separate move on September 20, the Taiwanese
parliament advanced proposals from the three major
political party caucuses that outlined their respective
stances on Resolution 2758. The proposals, that seek a
resolution on the matter, will proceed directly to the
second reading at a full session and cross-caucus
negotiations after none faced any objections.

The ruling Democratic Progressive Party (DPP)
criticized China's interpretation of U.N. General
Assembly Resolution 2758, arguing that it obstructs
Taiwan's participation in the U.N. system and other
international organizations. The DPP urged China to
stop linking the resolution to its "One China Principle,"
claiming it threatens peace and stability in the Taiwan
Strait and the Indo-Pacific region.

The main opposition Kuomintang (KMT) called on
Beijing to recognize the reality of Taiwan's existence as
the Republic of China (ROC) and emphasized the need
to uphold cross-strait stability and peace according to
the Cross-Strait Relations Act.

Meanwhile, the minor opposition Taiwan People's
Party (TPP) urged the executive branch to actively seek
Taiwan's participation in international organizations
such as the U.N., WHO, ICAO, Interpol, and the CPTPP.
[Radio Taiwan Intl] [Focus Taiwan 1]

Meanwhile, on September 19 Permanent UN
representatives from nine members sent a joint letter
to the UN Secretary-General calling for Taiwan'’s
inclusion [Focus Taiwan 2].

The letter, signed by Belize, Eswatini, Guatemala, the
Marshall Islands, Palau, Saint Kitts and Nevis, Saint
Lucia, Saint Vincent and the Grenadines, and Tuvalu,
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was delivered ahead of the UN’s Summit for the
Future.

The letter called for the UN to address the “malicious
distortions” to UN Resolution 2758 which have
endangered Taiwan'’s national security. This Resolution
was adopted in 1971 and confirmed Beijing as the only
legitimate representative of China to the UN.

It also encouraged the UN to facilitate Taiwan's
participation in the organization, and to “stop
erroneously citing UN Resolution 2785" and deprive
Taiwan's right to become involved in UN activities.

Guatemalan Permanent UN representative Carla Maria
Rodriguez Manci exposed hope more member states
would join in support.

Transparency International Bangladesh
calls upon destination countries to help
bring back laundered money

(Im) Transparency International Bangladesh (TIB) has
called on destination countries to assist Bangladesh in
recovering laundered money. TIB Executive Director
Dr. Iftekharuzzaman urged these countries to take
concrete action, including immediately freezing illegal
assets held by Bangladeshis abroad. He emphasized
that while Bangladesh holds primary responsibility for
preventing and controlling money laundering,
destination countries must also fulfill their obligations
under international commitments.

Dr. Iftekharuzzaman highlighted that wealthy nations,
including the United Kingdom, United States,
Switzerland, Canada, Australia, and United Arab
Emirates (particularly Dubai), are the main destinations
for smuggled Bangladeshi assets. These countries,
along with offshore regions, have powerful syndicates
that facilitate money laundering, making it easier for
traffickers to invest in sectors like real estate and
banking.

He stressed that many laundered assets remain
abroad due to policy loopholes or weak enforcement
of laws. TIB called upon the governments of these
countries to cooperate with Bangladesh in repatriating
these funds, which would contribute to Bangladesh's
economic recovery. [Dhaka Tribune]
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Asian Development Bank unveils new
strategy to boost Bhutan’'s economic
resilience and sustainability

(Im) The Asian Development Bank (ADB) has launched
a new Country Partnership Strategy (CPS) for Bhutan
covering 2024 to 2028. This strategy is designed to
promote inclusive, sustainable, and resilient growth,
with a focus on creating jobs through key priorities
such as enhancing public sector management,
fostering private sector development, constructing
climate-adaptive infrastructure, and investing in
human capital.

Since its operations in Bhutan began in 1982, the ADB
has contributed significantly to the country's
development, committing USD 1.2 billion by 2023
through public sector loans, grants, and technical
assistance. This makes ADB one of Bhutan'’s largest
development partners.

Key goals of the CPS include addressing fiscal deficits,
modernizing tax systems, developing public-private
partnerships (PPP), and expanding the country's solar
power capacity to address energy shortages. The bank
also plans to focus on climate-resilient infrastructure,
such as the 92-kilometer highway between
Lhamoizingkha and Sarpang, and enhancing disaster
risk management to mitigate hazards like floods and
landslides.

To tackle youth unemployment, ADB will support
reforms in technical and vocational education and
training (TVET), and it aims to strengthen the health
system, exploring digital healthcare and PPP
opportunities. [Kuensel]

Bhutan secures nearly USD 8 million to
boost climate resilience in vulnerable
communities

(Im) Bhutan has secured GBP 6 million (USD 7.98
million) from the Least Developed Countries Initiative
for Effective Adaptation and Resilience (LIFE-AR) to
enhance the resilience of local communities to climate
change. This initiative, which is set to be implemented
over the next three years, will focus on six vulnerable
districts: Gasa, Punakha, Trashiyangtse, Mongar,
Samtse, and Chukha.

What distinguishes LIFE-AR is its community-led
approach, where local communities will propose and
implement climate-resilient measures. The funding will
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target key adaptation areas such as water security,
climate-smart agriculture, livestock rearing, and food
security.

Despite Bhutan graduating from the Least Developed
Country (LDC) category in 2023, it remains eligible for
LIFE-AR funding until the project's deliverables are met.
Bhutan's inclusion in LIFE-AR aligns with its 2050
Vision, which targets net-zero emissions by 2050 and
aims to establish climate-resilient pathways by 2030.
The United Kingdom, the largest donor, has committed
GBP 13.8 million (USD 18.35 million) to support this
initiative.

The funding is critical as Bhutan faces increasing
climate-related disasters, with the need for USD 0.385
billion for climate adaptation and USD 0.6 billion for
mitigation in the short term. [Kuensel]

Bhutan emerges as fourth-largest
government holder of Bitcoin globally

(Im) Bhutan has become the fourth-largest
government holder of Bitcoin globally, with over 13,011
BTC valued at USD 780.49 million. This represents
about 25 percent of the country's 2023 GDP (estimated
at USD 3.02 billion). According to Arkham Intelligence,
Bhutan's Bitcoin holdings stem from its mining
operations rather than law enforcement seizures,
which is unique compared to other countries like the
United States, China, and the United Kingdom, which
hold larger reserves.

Bhutan began its Bitcoin mining operations around
2019-2020, leveraging its renewable hydropower
resources. The largest mining facility is located at the
defunct Education City project, and the country is
expanding its capacity with a partnership with Bitdeer
to scale operations to 600 megawatts by 2025. This
project is part of a USD 500 million environmentally
sustainable mining initiative.

Despite these advancements, Bhutan's investments in
cryptocurrency mining have led to a significant decline
in its reserves, dropping by over 50 percent between
2021 and 2023. The Royal Monetary Authority (RMA)
financed these mining efforts through loans, and Druk
Holding and Investments (DHI) must repay USD 224
million in 2023-24 and USD 315 million in 2024-25.
[Kuensel]

Bhutan to eliminate HCFCs by next year
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(Im) Bhutan has committed to banning the import of
hydrochlorofluorocarbons (HCFCs) by early 2025, a
step that aligns with the Montreal Protocol, which aims
to protect the ozone layer. This initiative is part of
Bhutan's HCFC Phase-out Management Plan,
introduced in 2013, with a target to completely
eliminate HCFCs five years ahead of the 2030 global
deadline. Currently, only 140 kg of HCFC imports will
be allowed over the next five years, limited to machine
servicing.

Despite the phase-out of HCFCs, hydrofluorocarbons
(HFCs), which do not harm the ozone layer but
contribute to global warming, will still be used as an
alternative until further steps are taken to reduce their
usage. Bhutan will transition towards more
environmentally friendly refrigerants like isobutane
and propane (R-290). The shift poses challenges due to
the higher costs of these alternatives. [Kuensel]

Bhutan confirms no limit on visitor
numbers

(Im) Bhutan will not impose limits on visitor numbers,
affirming its commitment to a "high value, low volume"
tourism strategy. Despite a Sustainable Development
Fee of USD 100 per night for foreign visitors, the
country continues to attract a steady influx of tourists.

The fee supports various initiatives, including free
healthcare and education for citizens. Bhutan recently
celebrated the 50th anniversary of opening its borders
to tourism, showcasing its cultural and natural
heritage. Additionally, a new project called
'Mindfulness City' is set to enhance Bhutan's tourism
potential further.[MoneyControl]

India’s Modi meets Palestinian Prime
Minister Abbas, expresses deep concern
over Gaza humanitarian crisis

(Im/rsv) During his visit to New York for the UN General
Assembly, Prime Minister Narendra Modi met
Palestinian President Mahmoud Abbas to express
India's deep concern over the humanitarian crisis in
Gaza. Modi reaffirmed India’s commitment to a two-
state solution, calling for a ceasefire and diplomatic
negotiations between Israel and Palestine, while
pledging ongoing humanitarian aid to Palestine. [The
Hindu]
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In a related development, India abstained from voting
on a UN resolution demanding that Israel end its
occupation of Palestine within a year. Alongside 42
other countries, including Australia, Canada, and the
UK, India refrained from taking a position on the
resolution, which passed with 124 votes in favor.
Argentina and the United States were among the 14
countries that opposed the resolution.

Since the onset of the Israel-Hamas conflict, India has
mostly abstained from voting on Israel-related
resolutions at the UN. Initially, India expressed
solidarity with Israel following Hamas's attacks but
later shifted to a more balanced stance. Modi
emphasized the need for an immediate ceasefire and
the resumption of dialogue for a two-state solution
while advocating for the continuation of humanitarian
aid to Gaza. [Hindustan Times]

India named largest contributor to plastic
pollution globally

(cr) India has been ranked as the world's top plastic
polluter, surpassing China, according to a new study
published in Nature. India emits around 9.3 million
metric tones of plastic into the environment annually
—three times more than Nigeria, Indonesia, China, and
Pakistan combined - making up one-fifth of global
plastic emissions.

The study highlighted that India's waste management
is severely lacking, with uncontrolled land disposal
sites outnumbering sanitary landfills by ten to one.
Approximately 53 percent of plastic waste emissions
originate from 255 million people whose waste is
uncollected, and nearly 57 million tons of municipal
solid waste are open-burned each year, including six
million tons of plastic.

The findings come ahead of a UN conference aimed at
establishing a global treaty on plastic pollution, set to
begin on November 25. [The Straits Times] [Deccan
Herald]

India overtakes China in MSCI AC World
Investment Market Index

(rsv) India has surpassed China in the MSCI AC World
IMI (All Country World Investable Market Index),
holding a 2.35% weighting compared to China's 2.24
percent. This index measures the performance of
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companies from both developed and emerging
markets, covering large, mid, and small-cap firms
across 47 countries.

This shift signals growing foreign investment in India,
seen as a new engine for global growth amid China's
economic slowdown. India’s USD 5 trillion stock market
has hit new highs, while China's market lags. Although
India hasn't yet overtaken China in major indices like
the MSCI World Index, it is expected to continue
gaining market share. [yahoolfinance]

FATF acknowledges India’s anti-money
laundering efforts but highlights delays in
prosecution, issues with non-profit sector

(rsv/Im) The Financial Action Task Force (FATF) recently
published its Mutual Evaluation Report on India’s
efforts to tackle money laundering (ML) and terrorist
financing (TF). India was placed in the "regular follow-
up" category, which is considered a favorable ranking
shared with only four other G20 nations (UK, France,
Italy, and Russia). This placement means India must
report back every three years rather than annually, as
required for countries in the "enhanced follow-up"
category.

The FATF commended India for its effective use of
financial intelligence and international cooperation but
identified key areas for improvement. One significant
concern is the delay in prosecuting cases under the
Unlawful Activities (Prevention) Act (UAPA) and the
Prevention of Money Laundering Act (PMLA), leading to
prolonged pretrial detentions and a backlog of cases.
Between 2018 and 2023, India secured convictions in
only 28 money laundering cases, signaling a need for
faster resolution.

The FATF also raised concerns about India’s risk-based
approach to money laundering and terrorism
financing, especially regarding the non-profit sector. It
noted that tax authorities had not adequately
prioritized the 7,500 non-profits identified as
vulnerable to terrorism financing. Additionally,
regulatory burdens placed on non-profits, including
registration and audit requirements, were seen as
overly complex and not sufficiently targeted. The 2020
amendments to the Foreign Contribution (Regulation)
Act (FCRA), which restricted foreign funding to civil
society organizations without proper consultation,
were also criticized for disrupting non-profits'
operations.
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The report identified fraud, corruption, and drug
trafficking as India’s most significant money laundering
risks, recommending greater focus on human
trafficking-related crimes. However, the FATF praised
India’s strides in financial inclusion, noting that the
number of people with bank accounts had more than
doubled, and the country's push for digital payment
systems was seen as a positive step in combating
money laundering and terrorist financing. [The Indian
Express] [Amnesty International] [FATF]

Ammunition from India enters Ukraine,
raising Russian ire

(rsv) According to exclusive reporting from Reuters,
India has faced criticism from Russia after artillery
shells produced by Indian arms manufacturers were
reportedly transferred by European buyers to Ukraine.
The report alleges that these transfers have been
ongoing for over a year, despite India's close ties with
Russia and its stated neutrality in the Russia-Ukraine
conflict. The Indian government has denied any
violation of export regulations, emphasizing that it
adheres to international non-proliferation obligations.

The munitions were sold to European countries like
Italy and the Czech Republic, which later supplied them
to Ukraine. This has occurred despite protests from
Moscow, with Russian Foreign Minister Sergei Lavrov
raising the issue with Indian officials, including during a
meeting in July. India has not intervened to stop these
transfers, viewing the situation as a commercial
opportunity to grow its arms export sector. [Reuters]
[BBC].[The Week]

India has been navigating a delicate position amid the
ongoing Russia-Ukraine conflict, endorsing for
resolution through dialogue and diplomacy. Prime
Minister Narendra Modi has recently engaged in
diplomatic talks with both Russian President Vladimir
Putin and Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskyy,
reaffirming India's commitment to a peaceful
resolution of the conflict.

Maldivian President Muizzu emphasizes
debt challenges of SIDS

(Im) Maldivian President Mohamed Muizzu highlighted
the significant debt management challenges faced by
Small Island Developing States (SIDS) at a side event of
the UN General Assembly titled Building Resilient
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Futures: The Global SIDS Debt Sustainability Support
Service. He emphasized the need for stronger
connections between debt relief and climate finance to
address these issues. As co-chair of the Strategic
Advisory Group for the SIDS Debt Sustainability
Support Service (DSSS), Muizzu proposed more
favorable debt relief terms, such as lower interest
rates and extended repayment periods.

Muizzu noted that 40 percent of SIDS face substantial
debt challenges, and partnerships with Multilateral
Development Banks (MDBs) and International Financial
Institutions (IFIs) could help attract new investments
and economic opportunities. He also stressed the
importance of economic diversification, suggesting
that increased collaboration between governments
and the private sector is vital for sustainability.

Regarding the Maldives, the country's debt is projected
to reach MVR 129 billion (approximately USD 8.39
billion) by the end of 2024, reflecting the broader debt
concerns faced by SIDS. [the edition]

Arrests of Interpol-wanted Maldivians
following violent assault

(sa) Three Maldivians, wanted under Interpol Red
Notices for their involvement in a violent incident last
year, have been arrested upon their return to the
Maldives. The suspects—Mohamed Sibth Abdulla,
Mohamed Ahsam, and Aswaan Mohamed—were
involved in an assault with a dangerous weapon in
Male' City on September 4, 2023. They were
apprehended at Velana International Airport after
being deported from Thailand.

Aswaan Mohamed has since been released on bail,
while Sibth Abdulla and Ahsam remain in custody
pending trial. The Criminal Court ordered Sibth
Abdulla, a 19-year-old, to be held in remand based on
evidence, including CCTV footage and witness
statements indicating his active participation in the
gang violence. The court highlighted that he had been
evading arrest for approximately seven months, which
led to the issuance of the Interpol notice. [the edition
1] [the edition 2]

Maldives secures USD 10 million from
World Bank to enhance digital
infrastructure
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(sa) The Maldives government has announced the
receipt of USD 10 million from the World Bank to
enhance its digital infrastructure as part of the Digital
Maldives for Adaptation, Decentralization, and
Diversification Project, which began last year. This
funding, approved in 2022, aims to foster competition
in the broadband market, improve digital identification
and security for services, and utilize digital
technologies to address climate change impacts.

Key components of the project include establishing a
digital ID system to enhance government service
quality and creating a system for storing climate and
environmental data to inform policy-making. The
Homeland Security and Technology Ministry oversees
the project, which will also improve technology and
personnel capabilities within the Communications
Authority of Maldives to ensure quality internet
service. [the edition]

UNDP and partners launch USD 2.68
million earthquake preparedness project
in Nepal

(Im/iz) The United Nations Development Programme
(UNDP) in Nepal, in collaboration with the government,
UNICEF, and UN Women, has launched a two-year
initiative titled "Super II: Strengthening Urban
Preparedness and Earthquake Response in Western
Nepal." With a budget of USD 2.68 million funded by
the European Union (EU), the project aims to bolster
the resilience of over 500,000 individuals, particularly
from marginalized communities, in earthquake
preparedness and urban risk management across the
Lumbini, Karnali, and Sudurpaschim provinces,
including the towns of Nepalgunj, Dhangadhi, and
Birendranagar.

EU Ambassador to Nepal Veronique Lorenzo
underscored the critical need for disaster
preparedness and response in the western region,
emphasizing that the project will enhance the
capacities of communities and local authorities. Kyoko
Yokosuka, the UNDP resident representative,
reaffirmed the commitment to prioritize the needs of
at-risk populations in disaster preparedness efforts.
[The Kathmandu Post]

In related developments, Operation Pacific Angel-
Nepal concluded on September 15 after a six-day
mission from September 8-13. Approximately 65
military personnel from the United States, Australia,
Bangladesh, Mongolia, and Great Britain worked
alongside Nepalese counterparts to provide
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humanitarian assistance and disaster relief. This
operation demonstrates ongoing international
collaboration in addressing Nepal's disaster resilience
and humanitarian needs. [U.S. Indo-Pacific Command]

Pakistan’s bid for BRICS membership
supported by Russia

(ht) On September 18, Russia expressed its support for
Pakistan's bid to join the BRICS bloc—comprising
Brazil, Russia, India, China, and South Africa—marking
a significant development in the bilateral relationship
between the two countries. During a two-day visit,
Russian Deputy Prime Minister Alexei Overchuk
confirmed Moscow's backing for Pakistan's
membership aspirations.

In addition to the membership discussions, the two
nations also focused on enhancing bilateral trade,
which currently amounts to USD 1 billion. Overchuk
emphasized the need to overcome banking hurdles to
facilitate smoother transactions. Furthermore, he
announced that Russia would participate in the
Shanghai Cooperation Organization (SCO) meeting
scheduled to take place in Islamabad in October.

Pakistan’s Deputy Prime Minister Ishag Dar expressed
optimism about pursuing joint projects, particularly in
developing rail and road connectivity between the two
nations. To strengthen economic ties, Russia and
Pakistan signed a Memorandum of Understanding
(MoU) between the Pakistan Mercantile Exchange
(PMEX) and the Saint Petersburg International
Mercantile Exchange (SPIMEX). [The Nation]

Surge in militant attacks raises regional
security concern of UN chief

(Im) In recent weeks, Pakistan has faced a surge in
militant attacks, particularly in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
and Balochistan provinces, regions bordering
Afghanistan. Pakistan has blamed the banned Tehreek-
e-Taliban Pakistan (TTP) and other militant groups for
launching attacks from Afghan territory, claiming that
these groups are targeting security forces, law
enforcement officials, and government personnel.
Over 80 policemen have been killed in such incidents
in 2024.

UN Secretary-General Anténio Guterres expressed
concern about this situation, specifically highlighting
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the infiltration of militants from Afghanistan into
Pakistan. He called on the Afghan Taliban government
to ensure that Afghan territory is not used by militant
groups to target neighboring countries. While Pakistan
accuses the Afghan Taliban of harboring or facilitating
these militants, the Taliban leadership denies these
allegations.

The TTP, also known as the Pakistani Taliban, has
intensified its activities since the Afghan Taliban took
power in 2021. Despite several peace talks, including
agreements brokered with the Afghan Taliban's
involvement, the TTP has escalated its attacks, putting
additional pressure on Pakistan's security forces and
further straining the country's relations with
Afghanistan.

This rise in violence occurs amidst broader concerns
over regional stability and international efforts to
ensure Afghanistan does not become a haven for
terrorism following the withdrawal of US and NATO
forces in 2021.[Arab News]

Pakistan elected to International Atomic
Energy Agency board of governors for two
years

(Im) Pakistan has been elected to the International
Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) Board of Governors for a
two-year term. This marks Pakistan's 21st term on the
board, signifying its continued commitment to the
peaceful use of nuclear energy and its longstanding
collaboration with the IAEA. The election occurred
during the 68th IAEA General Conference in Vienna,
with Pakistan selected by consensus to represent the
Middle East and South Asia region.

Pakistan's involvement with the IAEA includes hosting
various collaboration centers in nuclear safety, food
and agriculture, water management, and innovative
nuclear technology. The country also supports the
"Rays of Hope" initiative for cancer care.

Pakistan currently operates six nuclear power plants
with a combined capacity of 3,530 megawatts and is
constructing an additional 1,200MW plant. Earlier in
the month, Pakistan was also elected as president of
the Tenth Review Meeting of the Convention on
Nuclear Safety. [Arab News]
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Pakistan’s ambassador to Spain presents
credentials for Andorra to French
President Macron

(ht) Pakistan's ambassador in Spain, Zahoor Ahmed,
has officially presented his credentials as the country's
ambassador concurrently accredited to Andorra to
French President Emmanuel Macron at the Elysee
Palace. Andorra operates under a unique arrangement
with two Heads of State, known as Co-Princes: the
President of France and the Bishop of Urgell. [AA]
News]

Seychelles prepares AfCFTA
implementation strategy

(sa) Seychelles is preparing a draft strategy for
implementing the African Continental Free Trade Area
(AfCFTA) agreement, expected to be completed by next
month. The country ratified the AfCFTA in 2021, which
aims to create a single continental market for goods,
services, and investment, accelerating the formation of
a customs union. A workshop held with key partners,
including experts from the UNDP, UNECA, and GIZ,
aimed to gather feedback and insights from various
economic sectors to develop a comprehensive
strategy.

The draft strategy will be reviewed by stakeholders
before it is finalized and submitted to the Cabinet of
Ministers in November for approval. This process will
help Seychelles fully implement the AfCFTA and benefit
from its opportunities. As of August 2024, 54 African
countries have signed the AfCFTA, and 48 have ratified
it. [Seychelles News Agency]

Sri Lanka secures USD 12.5 billion bond
restructuring deal ahead of presidential
election

(sa) Sri Lanka has secured a draft agreement to
restructure USD 12.5 billion in international bonds,
providing a significant boost to its economy just days
before the presidential election. This restructuring
follows the country's first-ever default on foreign debt
in May 2022, which was precipitated by a severe
economic crisis and dwindling foreign reserves.

The agreement was reached during ongoing debt
restructuring talks with bondholders, after
adjustments to a previous draft deal due to objections


https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-eurtrut-l-ttu/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-eurtrut-l-ttu/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-eurtrut-l-til/

from the International Monetary Fund (IMF) and official
creditors. Sri Lanka also finalized a preliminary deal to
restructure USD 3.3 billion in debt with the China
Development Bank.

The new deal includes modifications such as raising
GDP thresholds for bondholder payments under
macro-linked bonds and lowering certain coupon
payments. Notably, the haircut on existing bonds has
been adjusted from 28 percent to 27 percent.
Additionally, local bondholders will have options for
currency swaps.

While Sri Lankan officials celebrate this progress, the
outcome of the presidential election raises
uncertainties about the finalization of the deal, as the
new president, Anura Kumara Dissanayake, has
promised to renegotiate the terms of the IMF bailout
deal and improve economic conditions for the working
class. Thus, the IMF is expected to visit Sri Lanka to
assess compliance with the agreement, which is critical
for the country's recovery efforts. [Reuters]

Cambodia pulls out of regional CLV
economic agreement amid protest and
criticism

(wn/ma) Cambodia has decided to withdraw from the
Cambodia-Laos-Vietham Triangle Development Area
(CLV) agreement, a 25-year-old economic cooperation
pact, following criticism and protests from opposition
activists. Former Prime Minister and current Senate
President Hun Sen, in a statement on Facebook,
labeled the CLV as a "political weapon" used to slander
and attack the government, asserting that it created
confusion among the populace regarding territorial
issues.

The CLV agreement, established in 1999, aimed to
foster economic development and trade among
Cambodia's northeastern provinces and neighboring
areas in Laos and Vietnam. However, concerns have
recently emerged among activists and citizens that the
agreement might lead to Cambodia losing territory or
control over its natural resources, particularly in light
of historical grievances regarding territorial losses to
Vietnam.

In recent weeks, protests erupted both domestically
and internationally, particularly among Cambodians
living abroad, who expressed fears that the agreement
threatened national sovereignty. Hun Sen’s
government responded by deploying security forces to
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suppress planned demonstrations and arresting over
30 activists.

The withdrawal was communicated to the foreign
ministers of Laos and Vietnam, with Hun Sen indicating
that the cooperation had fulfilled its objectives. He
assured that Cambodia would continue to develop its
northeastern provinces through other regional
frameworks, such as ASEAN and the Ayeyawady-Chao
Phraya-Mekong Economic Cooperation Strategy. [Radio
Free Asia]

Prime Minister Hun Manet reaffirmed Cambodia's
commitment to developing its northeastern provinces
and border infrastructure following the country's
withdrawal. Hun Manet stressed that the withdrawal
will not affect the government's focus on projects like
the border ring road, designed to enhance economic
growth and connectivity in the region. He added that
infrastructure projects along the border will continue,
supported by significant public contributions. These
efforts aim to boost regional development and
improve living standards in Cambodia’s northeastern
provinces, particularly through investment in roads,
border posts, and industrial zones.

With ongoing infrastructure initiatives, such as the USD
2 billion Phnom Penh-Sihanoukville Expressway and
the Funan Techo Canal project, Cambodia is
determined to strengthen its economic and strategic
position in the region, enhancing connectivity while
maintaining its sovereignty and territorial integrity, the
prime minister reassured. [Khmer Times]

Cambodia strengthens military ties with
both US and China

(ma) On September 18, General Vong Pisen,
commander-in-chief of the Royal Cambodian Armed
Forces (RCAF), met with US military officer Timothy J.
Donnellan and Chinese Ambassador Wang Wentian to
reinforce Cambodia's defense relationships.

With the US, discussions focused on joint military
training, disaster relief, and humanitarian efforts. On
the Chinese side, talks highlighted China’s continued
support for Cambodia’'s military modernization,
including equipment and training. These dual
partnerships reflect Cambodia’s diplomatic strategy of
balancing relationships with both global powers,
focusing on long-term national security and
development.
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General Pisen expressed gratitude for the US and
China’s cooperation, emphasizing the importance of
diversified partnerships in addressing regional and
global security challenges. The meeting with Donnellan
highlighted ongoing military collaboration through
exercises and capacity-building programs. In contrast,
China’s support remains a cornerstone of Cambodia’s
defense infrastructure, aiding in technology transfer
and military capacity enhancement. Cambodian
officials view these collaborations as key to bolstering
military readiness and economic stability.

Both meetings underscore Cambodia’s strategic
diplomatic approach, maintaining productive relations
with the US and China despite global tensions. While
the US offers critical military expertise, China’s role in
supporting defense modernization provides Cambodia
with valuable resources for its security development.
This balanced foreign policy enhances Cambodia's
regional presence and resilience in a complex
international landscape. [Phnom Penh Post]

Indonesia welcomes UN's call to end
Israel's illegal occupation of Palestine

(ft) Indonesia has welcomed the UN General Assembly
latest resolution on the Gaza conflict, adopted in
September 18, demanding an end to Israel's illegal
occupation of Palestinian territories within 12 months.
The Ministry of Foreign Affairs expressed support for
the resolution and the two-state solution for lasting
peace in the Middle East.

Indonesia also views the resolution as reinforcing the
International Court of Justice's stance that Israel's
prolonged occupation violates international law.

The resolution, proposed by Palestine, was adopted
with 124 member states in favor, 14 opposed, and 43
abstaining. It emphasizes that Israeli settlements
breach international law and supports Palestinian self-
determination. [Antara]

Indonesia and Malaysia set up joint task
force to reduce impacts of EU's
deforestation regulation

(ft) Indonesia and Malaysia, the world's top palm oil
producers, have established a joint task force to tackle
challenges posed by the EU's deforestation-free
regulation (EUDR), which will take effect next year. The
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EUDR requires proof that agricultural products
imported into the EU market, including palm oil, do not
contribute to forest degradation, a requirement that
could significantly impact Indonesia's crude palm oil
exports.

The task force aims to find solutions to meet the EU's
traceability and transparency standards, which can be
particularly challenging for smallholder farmers who
lack certification. It also seeks to raise awareness
among producers and combat negative perceptions
regarding palm oil's environmental impact. Other
commodities, such as cocoa, coffee, and rubber, are
also at risk. [Jakarta Globe]

ASEAN, PIF, and IORA hold dialogue to
advance regional cooperation

(mu) The ASEAN-Indian Ocean Rim Association (IORA)
and ASEAN-Pacific Islands Forum (PIF) Dialogue took
place at the ASEAN Headquarters in Jakarta on
September 19 under the theme "Implementing
Collective Commitment to Establish Cooperation." The
event discussed concrete actions related to the
cooperation areas as stipulated in the Memorandum
of Understanding (MoUs) signed in Jakarta on
September 4.

During the meeting, collaboration in several key areas
were explored, especially in maritime cooperation and
connectivity and blue economy considering the three
regions are geographically connected. Issues on the
agenda included the SDGs; green and digital
economies; people-to-people exchanges; disaster risk
reduction; and humanitarian assistance and disaster
relief were also discussed. [Ministry of Foreign Affairs,
Indonesia]

ASEAN mayors and governors chart
course for connected sustainable cities

(cc) In a significant gathering for urban development in
Southeast Asia, mayors and governors from all 10
ASEAN member states convened in Vientiane, Laos
from September 18-19. Hosted by the ASEAN
Committee on Science and Technology (COST), the
meeting focused on crafting a strategic vision for
enhancing connectivity and promoting sustainable
practices within the region's burgeoning urban centers.
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The discussions revolved around fostering greater
physical and digital integration between Southeast
Asian cities. This includes expanding and modernizing
transportation networks, establishing efficient logistics
hubs, and bolstering communication infrastructure. By
streamlining the flow of goods and people, ASEAN
cities can position themselves as key players in a more
integrated regional economy.

Beyond infrastructure, the meeting delved into the
realm of sustainable urban planning and development.
City leaders explored strategies for nurturing "green
cities" through initiatives that prioritize energy
efficiency, optimize waste management, and
environmental protection. This collaborative effort
aims to cultivate cleaner and healthier living
environments for Southeast Asia's urban populations
while minimizing their environmental impact.

The increasing frequency and intensity of natural
disasters in the region necessitated attention during
the gathering. Recognizing the shared threat posed by
floods, typhoons, and other natural hazards, city
leaders shared valuable experiences and best practices
in disaster preparedness, response, and recovery. By
working together and adopting collaborative
approaches, Southeast Asian cities can build stronger
resilience to natural disasters and safeguard lives,
property, and critical infrastructure. [Laotian Times]

National Unity Government calls for
international aid for flood relief

(tl) Myanmar's National Unity Government (NUG) and
anti-regime groups have urged the United Nations
(UN) and the international community to provide
humanitarian aid to victims of Typhoon Yagi. The storm
has affected nearly 700,000 people and left at least
1,000 dead or missing in Mandalay, Bago, Shan, and
Karenni states.

The floods have caused widespread destruction,
including the loss of homes, roads, bridges, critical
infrastructure, farmland, and livestock. The NUG and
its armed allies are working to assist flood victims by
providing relief and emergency aid. The UN Office for
the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs estimates
that over 631,000 people in Myanmar have been
impacted by the floods, while the regime has reported
226 dead and 77 missing. [The Irrawaddy]

Simultaneously, the Special Advisory Council for
Myanmar (SAC-M) has called that the international
humanitarian organizations should collaborate with
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Myanmar's resistance authorities, including the NUG
and civil society, to support relief efforts. It also
warned that the military junta, which is not Myanmar's
legitimate government, will likely exploit international
engagement for its own military and political gain at
the expense of the people. [Mizzima]

UN warns for inhuman treatment of
prisoners in Myanmar

(tl) The United Nations High Commissioner for Human
Rights has released a report on September 17
revealing inhumane treatment of prisoners in
Myanmar's prisons, with at least 1,853 deaths since the
military coup in 2021.

The report cites, among others, detainees who had
been freed and recounted a long list of mistreatments,
including being raped or having their fingernails pulled
out, being made to kneel on sharp objects, and being
struck with iron poles and motorcycle chains.

Interviewees who were freed from 12 prisons from
nine states and regions spoke of cramped, poorly
ventilated cells that were frequently filled to capacity
and had little room for lying down or moving. Prisons
lacked medical supplies, qualified medical staff, and
only stocked basic medicines, which often could only
be obtained through payments or bribes to guards.

The report stated that about four individuals have died
every day for more than three years in detention,
which makes approximately 35 percent of the 5,350
verifiable civilian deaths that have occurred since the
coup. The report also found that, within the context of
raids or ground operations, killings generally occurred
within the initial 48 hours of detention, listing “point-
blank headshots, executions of handcuffed individuals,
and burning of people” as the most common causes of
deaths. [UNOHCHR in Myanmar] [Radio Free Asia]

The U.N. Human Rights Office also found that torture
and ill-treatment in military custody “has continued to
be pervasive,” involving mistreatment - both physical
and psychological - either as a form of punishment or
as a means of information gathering by officials.
Released prisoners regularly reported “deteriorating
conditions and deplorable treatment” in detention.
[VOA in Burmese]
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UK calls on United Nations Security
Council to cut arms and fuel shipments to
Myanmar

(tl) British Ambassador to the United Nations, Barbara
Woodward, expressed her intention to halt arms and
fuel shipments to Myanmar's military regime during a
closed-door UNSC meeting on Myanmar on September
19. She reaffirmed her goal to increase civilian
protection, secure more humanitarian aid, and provide
shelter for those affected by the ongoing conflict in the
country.

She also highlighted that while the UNSC has
attempted to act against the military regime, two UNSC
member countries continue to block measures despite
the majority’s support.

On December 22, the Security Council adopted
Resolution 2669 regarding Myanmar, and a draft for a
follow-up resolution is already in progress.
Ambassador Woodward also mentioned that the
Security Council will support the efforts of the UN
Secretary General's Special Envoy for Myanmar, Julie
Bishop, and collaborate closely with ASEAN in the new
resolution. [United Nations - YouTube][VOA in
Burmese]

Myanmar regime expresses interest in
joining BRICS

(tl) Myanmar Military Council's Information Minister, U
Maung Maung Ohn, has confirmed Myanmar's interest
in attending the 16th BRICS summit in October as an
observer, with the aim of becoming a full member.

The summit, led by China and Russia, offers Myanmar
a platform to pursue its goals of trade and economic
development, as well as to mitigate the impact of
economic sanctions imposed by the United States and
Western European countries. [Russian News Agency]

Singapore Red Cross provides Myanmar
with support following typhoon Yagi
devastation

(sc) In response to the catastrophic impact of Typhoon
Yagi, the Singapore Red Cross (SRC) announced on
September 20 that it will allocate USD 50,000 to
support disaster relief efforts in Myanmar.
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This pledge is part of a broader commitment by the
SRC, which includes identical amounts previously
announced for Laos and Vietnam on August 29 and
September 12, respectively. SRC's efforts extend across
Southeast Asia as they deploy response teams to aid in
recovery operations, with a team already on the
ground in Laos since September 16 and plans
underway for a deployment to Vietnam in October.
[Singapore Red Cross]

In Laos, the SRC team is addressing urgent needs in
the northern province of Luang Namtha, distributing
essential household items and demonstrating the use
of water filters to enhance access to clean drinking
water. Looking ahead, SRC plans to send a team to
Yangon to collaborate on relief and recovery
operations, focusing on distributing food, clean water,
and hygiene kits to those most affected in Myanmar.
Benjamin William, the secretary-general and CEO of
SRC, emphasized the solidarity and swift mobilization
needed to support the devastated communities. He
encouraged further public donations through various
channels, underscoring the significant loss of life and
displacement caused by the typhoon, which has
claimed over 500 lives across Southeast Asia, with the
most severe impacts reported in Vietnam and
Myanmar. [The Straits Times]

Quad leaders urge immediate action on
Myanmar crisis

(sc) On September 21, Quad leaders - Prime Minister
Narendra Modi of India, Prime Minister Kishida Fumio
of Japan, Prime Minister Anthony Albanese of Australia,
and President Joseph R. Biden Jr. of the United States -
reaffirmed their unwavering stance on the
deteriorating situation in Myanmar during the fourth
in-person Quad Leaders' Summit held in Wilmington,
Delaware.

The leaders jointly called for "an immediate cessation
of violence" and emphasized the need for "a return to
inclusive democracy," showing continued support for
the ASEAN-led efforts to resolve the crisis. They
expressed serious concerns over the growing
transnational threats linked to the conflict, including
cybercrime and human trafficking. [The White House]

The Quad also reiterated the importance of respecting
Myanmar's sovereignty while urging "all States to
prevent the flow of arms and dual-use material,
including jet fuel." The leaders warned that the
instability in Myanmar threatens regional security,
making it vital for stakeholders to engage in
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constructive dialogue. "We stand resolute in our
support for the people of Myanmar," they declared,
further committing to a long-term solution led by the
people and supported by global partners. [The White
House]

Philippines evaluates UN General
Assembly resolution on China’s
assertiveness in South China Sea

(ga) The Philippine Department of Foreign Affairs (DFA)
is currently evaluating a proposal to file a resolution at
the United Nations General Assembly, which is taking
place from September 24 to September 30. This
resolution aims to address China's escalating
aggression in the West Philippine Sea (WPS).
Representative Joseph Gilbert Violago confirmed this
intention on September 18 during discussions
regarding the DFA's proposed budget of PHP 27.392
billion (approximately USD 486 million) for 2025.

Violago stressed that any decision to advance a
resolution would require careful consideration and
should be guided by necessity and prudence. While the
DFA is receptive to the proposal, he pointed out that
the UN General Assembly has historically focused on
human development issues rather than political
matters. He assured that the DFA remains dedicated to
safeguarding the Philippines' territorial integrity and
national interests through diplomatic channels.
[Philippine Star] [The Manila Times]

Experts suggest South Korea join
maritime patrols in South China Sea,
consider VFA with Philippines

(rr) At a recent Stratbase ADRI forum, experts
suggested that South Korea should consider
participating in maritime patrols in the South China
Sea (SCS) and explore establishing a Visiting Forces
Agreement (VFA) with the Philippines. Former Korean
Defense Vice Minister Shin Beomchul emphasized the
need for expanded defense cooperation and joint
military drills to improve interoperability.

Associate Professor Park Jae Jeok noted that South
Korea's participation in maritime patrols would align
with its Indo-Pacific Strategy, reinforcing its
commitment to a rules-based order. South Korean
Ambassador Lee Sang-hwa mentioned that Korea
could be a leading candidate for maritime cooperation
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but did not confirm specific involvement in joint
operations.

Additionally, experts highlighted the Philippines'
strategic location for cooperation on critical minerals
and cybersecurity, especially as South Korea seeks to
diversify its supply chains beyond China. They urged
the Philippines to improve infrastructure to support
these initiatives. [Philippine News Agency]

European Union releases EUR 2.2 million
aid for typhoon Yagi victims across
Southeast Asia

(ga) The European Union (EU) has allocated EUR 2.2
million in humanitarian emergency assistance to assist
Southeast Asian countries affected by Typhoon Yagi.
This funding will help address the most pressing
needs, such as food, water and sanitation, and
healthcare.

Myanmar, heavily impacted and facing ongoing
conflict, will receive the largest share of EUR 1.2
million, while Vietnam will get EUR 650,000. The
Philippines is set to receive EUR 200,000 (PHP12.4
million) to address severe flooding caused by the
storm’s interaction with the southwest monsoon, and
Laos will receive EUR 150,000.

The EU has also activated its Copernicus Emergency
Satellite Mapping Service, producing 10 maps to aid in
post-disaster recovery and damage assessment.

Typhoon Yagi has been one of the deadliest storms in
recent years, claiming around 500 lives, mostly in
Vietnam and Myanmar. [European Civil Protection and
Humanitarian Aid Operations]

Climate Change Commission highlights
media's role in addressing climate change
challenges

(rr) The Climate Change Commission (CCC) emphasized
the media's vital role in combating climate change
during a training workshop for Filipino journalists held
from September 9 to 13 in Quezon City. CCC Vice
Chairperson Robert E. A. Borje stated that equipping
journalists with knowledge and tools is crucial for
raising awareness and inspiring action.
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The workshop, in partnership with the German
Embassy and Deutsche Welle Akademie, focused on
climate reporting techniques and discussed the
National Adaptation Plan, which identifies key sectors
for enhancing resilience to climate impacts. CCC
Commissioner Rachel Anne Herrera highlighted the
need to simplify complex climate issues for public
understanding. German Embassy Deputy Head
Mathias Kruse noted journalists' importance in
informing the public about disaster causes and
adaptive measures. [Philippine News Agency]

Singapore completes delivery of relief aid
to Laos, Myanmar and Vietnam

(ga) The Singapore Armed Forces (SAF) completed the
delivery of 35 tons of humanitarian aid to Laos,
Myanmar, and Vietnam from September 18 to 20. The
aid, transported via RSAF aircraft, included
contributions from SAF, local NGOs, and the ASEAN
Coordinating Centre for Humanitarian Assistance. The
relief was in response to the impacts of Typhoon Yagi.
[Ministry of Defence Singapore]

Singapore to double energy import
capacity under regional power trade deal

(fi) On September 20, the Singapore Energy Market
Authority (EMA) announced plans to double its
renewable energy import capacity to 200 megawatts
through enhancements in a cross-border power trade
agreement involving Malaysia. This increase,
supported by the introduction of multi-directional
power trade under the Lao PDR-Thailand-Malaysia-
Singapore Power Integration Project (LTMS-PIP), is part
of efforts to strengthen the ASEAN Power Grid. [EMA]

The first phase saw 100 Megawatts of hydropower
imported from Laos PDR via existing interconnection
lines through Thailand and Malaysia. In the second
phase, an additional 100 Megawatts will be imported
from Malaysia. [Business Times]

Thailand unveils proactive diplomatic
plan, set to host ASEAN Troika Plus
meeting on Myanmar crisis

(bk) On September 19, Thailand's Foreign Minister,
Maris Sangiampongsa, announced a roadmap for
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"proactive diplomacy" aimed at addressing regional
challenges, particularly the ongoing crisis in Myanmar.

Thailand is scheduled to host the ASEAN Troika Plus
meeting later this year, following the ASEAN Summit in
October. This meeting will focus on the Myanmar crisis
and involves a collaborative approach among ASEAN
member states, including Indonesia, Laos, and
Malaysia. The Troika mechanism, endorsed during a
recent ministerial meeting in Vientiane, highlights
Thailand's commitment to active dialogue on Myanmar
while also emphasizing "diplomacy for the people." The
discussions will extend to key transboundary issues
such as narcotics, water management, scams, and air
pollution.

In an effort to boost tourism, the Thai Foreign Ministry
is launching the "Destination Thailand Visa," which will
offer long-term stays of up to 180 days to attract global
professionals, including digital nomads seeking remote
work opportunities. Additionally, plans are underway
for a regional single-entry visa under the "six countries,
one destination" framework, aimed at enhancing
tourism and interconnectivity across neighboring
nations.

The ministry is also focused on promoting Thailand's
"soft power" by organizing Thai festivals in at least 30
countries by 2025, showcasing local products and
culture on a global scale.

On a bilateral front, Thailand is collaborating with
Malaysia to establish a special economic zone along
their border, aiming to restore peace and economic
stability in Thailand's conflict-affected southern
provinces. [Thai PBS World]

Furthermore, Foreign Minister Maris Sangiampongsa
expressed Thailand's intention to work with conflicting
parties in Myanmar to repair Asian Highway 1, which
traverses Myanmar and is essential for stabilizing
Thailand's border areas and ensuring open trade
routes. He noted that Thailand has received support
from ASEAN and India for rebuilding efforts following
damage caused by recent conflicts. [Bangkok Post]

Timor-Leste, United Nations discuss food
security system transformation, new
cooperation framework

(ft) On September 17, Timor-Leste's Vice-Prime
Minister Mariano Assanami Sabino met with United
Nations (UN) Resident Coordinator Funmi Balogun to
discuss the UN's support for transforming Timor-


https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-eurtrut-l-thu/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-eurtrut-l-tkl/

Leste's food security system and developing a new
cooperation framework. The meeting reviewed
progress on the current framework and planned for a
new one, covering 2025-2030, focusing on
infrastructure, economic development, social capital,
and institutional services. The UN expressed its
commitment to help enhance the resilience and
sustainability of Timor-Leste's food sector, aligning
with the country's priorities and the Sustainable
Development Goals. [Government of Timor-Leste]

Timor-Leste President Horta opens ASEAN
Civil Society Conference in Dili

(mu) Timor-Leste's President José Ramos-Horta
inaugurated the ASEAN Civil Society Conference/ASEAN
People’s Forum (ACSC/APF) 2024 in Dili on September
19, under the theme “Toward A People-Led Democracy
and Sovereignty in Southeast Asia.” Celebrating the
forum's 20th anniversary and coinciding with Timor-
Leste's 50-year national struggle, the event highlighted
the country's preparations for ASEAN membership.
President Horta emphasized discussions on peace,
stability, democracy, and other critical issues as part of
the broader conversation at the forum. [Tatoli]

UN reports significant decline in Vietnam
rights abuse complaints amid fear of
retaliation

(wn/Im) Reports on human rights abuses in Vietnam
have sharply decreased due to fear of retaliation from
the government, according to a UN report by the Office
of the High Commissioner for Human Rights (OHCHR).
The report, covering May 2023 to April 2024,
highlighted that organizations and activists have
avoided engaging with UN human rights bodies out of
fear of reprisals, including violence, intimidation, and
harassment. This has particularly impacted those
working on ethnic and religious minority rights, as well
as environmental activists advocating for Vietham's
green energy transition. [Radio Free Asia 1]

Vietnam's government has dismissed these allegations,
asserting that the claims are based on inaccurate
information. However, rights groups argue that the
government'’s actions have created a chilling effect,
significantly limiting the freedom to report human
rights violations and pushing activists into silence.
Critics point out that while Vietnam maintains its public
commitment to achieving net-zero carbon emissions
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by 2050, the government's domestic actions,
particularly its targeting of climate activists, contradict
its international pledges.

Since 2021, at least six prominent climate activists in
Vietnam have been arrested and imprisoned, often on
charges of “tax evasion” or “document appropriation.”
These arrests are seen as politically motivated
attempts to suppress environmental activism and
hinder progress toward cleaner energy. The
government's continued crackdown on these activists
casts doubt on its commitment to genuine
environmental reform. Radio Free Asia 2]

Furthermore, UN expert Surya Deva, during the 57th
Session of the UN Human Rights Council, called on
Vietnam to promote inclusivity in its development
projects. Deva emphasized that while Vietnam has
made strides in poverty reduction and infrastructure
development, public participation in decision-making
processes remains limited. He urged the Vietnamese
government to allow meaningful consultations,
especially with vulnerable groups, and to release
environmental and human rights activists currently
imprisoned. Deva also highlighted concerns about
Vietnam's use of laws to suppress dissent, particularly
through Articles 117 and 331 of the criminal code,
which stifle free speech and criticism. [Radio Free Asia
3]

These concerns about freedom of expression were
raised just before Communist Party General Secretary
To Lam's speech at the UN General Assembly. In a
related development, Vietnam recently released two
high-profile political prisoners, climate activist Hoang
Thi Minh Hong and human rights advocate Tran Huynh
Duy Thuc. Their early release follows international
pressure from rights groups and the U.S. State
Department. Hong had been sentenced to three years
for tax evasion, while Thuc was serving a 16-year
sentence for criticizing the government. No official
reason was given for their release, but it coincides with
To Lam’s trip to the U.S. and mounting global scrutiny
of Vietnam’s human rights record. [Radio Free Asia 4]

Bangladesh, Pakistan agree to take
relations forward

(Im) Bangladesh and Pakistan have agreed to enhance
their bilateral relationship after a meeting between
Pakistan High Commissioner Syed Ahmed Maroof and
Bangladesh Foreign Secretary Md Jashim Uddin. They
discussed key areas such as trade, commerce, and
people-to-people connections, along with the Rohingya
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issue. Both nations also emphasized the importance of
regional cooperation through organizations like the
South Asian Association for Regional Cooperation
(SAARC), which brings both countries together with
Afghanistan, Bhutan, India, Maldives, Nepal, and Sri-
Lanka. Plans for the next Foreign Secretary Level
Consultations were also discussed to strengthen ties
between the two countries. [Dhaka Tribune]

India reaches out to Bangladesh
opposition BNP

(Im) India has initiated political outreach to
Bangladesh's main opposition party, the Bangladesh
Nationalist Party (BNP), following the fall of Sheikh
Hasina's government in August 2024. Indian High
Commissioner to Bangladesh, Pranay Verma, and
other diplomats met with BNP General Secretary Mirza
Fakhrul Islam Alamgir in Dhaka, marking the first
official interaction between Indian officials and BNP
leadership since the government change last month.

During the meeting, both sides discussed
strengthening relations, with India expressing interest
in fostering closer ties with the BNP and its connection
to Indian political parties. This engagement signals
India's intent to broaden its dialogue with key political
players in Bangladesh, especially in the context of
upcoming elections.

The BNP has emerged as a significant political force
following the fall of the Awami League government on
August 5. The BNP has been critical of several policies
from Sheikh Hasina's administration, including an
energy deal with India's Adani Group, under which
Bangladesh receives electricity from India’s Godda
power plant. The BNP plans to review the agreement,
expressing concerns over its long-term impact on
Bangladesh.

Additionally, the BNP has called for reforms to border
security, particularly regarding the rising casualties
along the India-Bangladesh border and has advocated
for stronger diplomatic engagement with India to
address these concerns. Perhaps most notably, the
party has also demanded the extradition of Sheikh
Hasina from India to Bangladesh, signaling a desire for
her to face potential legal proceedings. [The Hindu]

However, complicating this renewed diplomatic
outreach, Indian Home Minister Amit Shah, during a
rally in Jharkhand, made inflammatory remarks about
Bangladeshi and Rohingya immigrants. Shah vowed
that if the Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) returns to power
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in Jharkhand, it will expel all Rohingya and Bangladeshi
infiltrators from the state, even threatening to "hang
them upside down." He argued that illegal immigrants
pose a threat to the tribal identity and culture of the
region and warned that unchecked infiltration could
lead to immigrants becoming the majority in Jharkhand
within the next 25-30 years. [The Daily Star 1]

In response to Shah's remarks, Bangladesh lodged a
formal protest with New Delhi on September 23,
condemning the statement as "highly deplorable." A
protest note expressing Bangladesh's deep displeasure
was handed to India’s deputy high commissioner in
Dhaka, urging India to advise its political leaders to
refrain from making such objectionable and harmful
statements that could undermine the spirit of mutual
respect between the two neighboring nations. [Dhaka
Tribune]

Moreover, Bangladesh will not export hilsa fish to India
during Durga Puja - a major Hindu festival - this year,
breaking a tradition aimed at fostering goodwill. The
decision was made to ensure an adequate supply of
hilsa in the domestic market, marking a shift from the
policies of the previous government. Hilsa is highly
prized in Bangladesh and India, especially in West
Bengal state bordering Bangladesh, but remains
expensive for many Bangladeshis. Last year,
Bangladesh exported over 1,376 tons of hilsa to India,
generating USD 13.68 million. [The Daily Star 2]

China, Cambodia deepen paliamentary
partnership

(ma) China and Cambodia have solidified their
legislative partnership through a new agreement
aimed at strengthening bilateral relations. During talks
on September 23 in Beijing between Zhao Leji,
Chairman of China's National People’s Congress (NPC)
Standing Committee, and visiting Khuon Sudary,
President of Cambodia’s National Assembly, both sides
committed to enhanced legislative exchanges,
reinforcing political, economic, and cultural
cooperation.

Zhao underscored the significance of cooperation
under the "Diamond Hexagon" framework - China’s
diplomatic initiative aimed at strengthening
cooperation with Southeast Asian nations across six
key areas: political trust, economic collaboration,
security, cultural exchanges, development
partnerships, and multilateral cooperation. Khuon,
meanwhile, reaffirmed Cambodia continued support
for initiatives like China's Belt and Road. The legislative
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cooperation aims to promote long-term strategic
development between the two nations.

Both sides also emphasized the importance of working
together to advance broader development projects,
enhancing mutual understanding and collaboration on
global issues. [Xinhual]

US falling behind China in war
preparedness

(alk) The US is quickly falling behind China in war
preparedness due to a slow-moving Pentagon and a
public that only reacts to crises, two congressional
panels were told on September 18.

Both Republicans and Democrats largely support
President Biden's efforts to build alliances like the US-
UK-Australia technology pact (AUKUS) and the US-
Japan-South Korea security cooperation. However,
outdated Defence Department security and
procurement processes, especially affecting AUKUS,
were flagged as major hurdles. Lawmakers repeatedly
urged Deputy Secretary of State Kurt Campbell to
address these issues, and he pledged to help.

House Foreign Affairs Committee chairman Michael
McCaul criticized the Pentagon for delaying technology
transfers to AUKUS members nearly a year after
legislation passed to allow it. He pointed out that
advanced technologies like communication networks,
naval acoustics, and jet engines are being withheld,
undermining Congress's intent. [South China Morning
Post]

Meanwhile, US FBI Director Christopher Wray warned
that the Chinese government is intensifying its hacking
efforts against US organizations, raising concerns
about its ability to disrupt critical infrastructure. The
campaign suggests China could have greater power to
shut down key US systems than previously believed.

Speaking at the Aspen Cyber Summit that Wray
unveiled that the FBI and its partners recently hijacked
thousands of devices infected with malware by
Chinese hacking group Flax Typhoon.

Flax Typhoon is a new China-backed hacking team,
targeted home routers, firewalls, storage devices, and
Internet of Things (loT) gadgets like cameras. As of
June, the botnet controlled over 260,000 infected
devices worldwide, with half located in the U.S. It has
targeted military, government, telecom, and IT sectors
in the US and Taiwan.
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The FBI linked the attacks to Integrity Technology
Group, a Chinese company working with Beijing's
intelligence agencies, and noted the use of shared
infrastructure between Flax Typhoon and a more
destructive group, Volt Typhoon.

China's growing presence in US networks poses an
existential threat to American companies and
government agencies, potentially allowing China to
disrupt trade and create panic during a Taiwan conflict
as despite the FBI successfully taking down parts of the
botnet, experts warn that nation-state hackers often
adapt and remain a persistent threat. [Axios]

US mulls further measures and sanctions
against China

(to) In the past week the US government and
lawmakers have pushed for on further measures and
sanctions targeting China.

Ban on usage of Chinese software and hardware in
connected and autonomous vehicles

On September 21, the US Commerce Department
announced plans to ban Chinese software and
hardware from being used in connected and
autonomous vehicles on American roads, citing
national security concerns. This proposal, expected to
take effect by 2027 for software and 2029 for
hardware, follows growing worries over the collection
of sensitive data by Chinese companies and the
potential manipulation of US infrastructure.

The ban would specifically target key communications
and automated driving system components, including
Bluetooth, satellite, and wireless technologies. US
officials are concerned that these technologies could
be used by foreign entities to access critical
infrastructure or disrupt vehicle operations.

The Biden administration’s proposed ban is aimed at
protecting US networks, as many modern vehicles are
equipped with internet access and navigation systems.
Commerce Secretary Gina Raimondo has previously
highlighted the risks, warning that Chinese technology
in connected vehicles could be exploited in ways that
threaten US security. [Reuters 1]

Tariff increase for Chinese polysilicon, wafers, and
tungsten

On September 19, the US Trade Representative (USTR)
announced plans to accept public comments on
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proposed tariff increases for Chinese polysilicon,
silicon wafers, and tungsten products, starting
Monday. This means that USTR invites businesses,
stakeholders, and the general public to share their
opinions, concerns, or support for the proposed tariff
increases. The public comment period will remain
open until October 22, 2024. This decision follows the
Biden administration’s final ruling on tariffs for Chinese
electric vehicles, batteries, steel, semiconductors, and
solar cells.

The proposed tariffs include a 50 percent duty on
polysilicon, a key material used in solar cells, and
silicon wafers essential for semiconductor production.
Tungsten products, which are dense and hard metals,
critical in manufacturing processes, will face 25 percent
duties. These tariff hikes are part of the US
government's continued efforts to restraint China’s
economic influence in key sectors while safeguarding
domestic industries. [Reuters 2]

Bill to sanction supporters of China’s maritime militia
introduced

On the same day, US Senators Tim Kaine and Mitt
Romney introduced a bipartisan bill, a proposed law
supported by Democratic Party and the Republican
Party, to sanction countries or entities that provide
support to China’'s maritime militia, a fleet of seemingly
commercial fishing vessels trained and operated by
China’'s military. The bill is aimed at countering what
Kaine referred to as China's "gray zone" operations in
the South China Sea, which fall short of war but
threaten US allies and regional stability.

The proposed sanctions would allow the US
government to impose financial penalties on backers
of this militia fleet, sending a clear message that
China's actions in the South China Sea will not go
unchecked. [Defence News]

US Senator Rubio urges to black Chinese firms using third
countries to dodge tariffs

Meanwhile, US Senator Marco Rubio has announced a
new proposal aimed at preventing Chinese
manufacturers from avoiding US tariffs by relocating
production to third countries like Mexico, Malaysia and
Vietnam. Rubio, known as a longstanding China hawk
among the US lawmakers, argued that Chinese
companies have been exploiting this loophole to
bypass tariffs and flood the US market with cheaper
goods, undermining domestic industries.

In February, the Alliance for American Manufacturing, a
US manufacturing advocacy group, warned that
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importing cars made by Chinese automakers through
Mexico could pose a catastrophic threat to the US auto
industry.

The proposal comes during heightened scrutiny over
China’s trade practices, especially regarding auto parts
and other strategic goods. Rubio, alongside the Biden
administration, has been pushing for stronger
protections for American industries, with recent
actions including maintaining 100 percent tariffs on
Chinese electric vehicles and other products.

The US Trade Representative’s office has also taken
steps to strengthen tariff enforcement against Chinese
goods produced in third-party countries. [Reuters 3]

White House reveals plan to protect US auto industry from
Chinese competition

On September 23, the White House, led by National
Economic Council Director Lael Brainard, outlined new
plans to protect the US auto sector from what it views
as unfair competition from China. The announcement
was made at the Detroit Economic Club, an
independent platform for discussing business and
economic issues, and emphasized the need to prevent
a repeat of the "China shock" that harmed American
manufacturing in the early 2000s, when imports from
China increased after it joined the World Trade
Organization. Brainard highlighted concerns about
China flooding global markets with cheap autos, using
its overcapacity and state subsidies.

The Biden administration’s plan includes maintaining
tariffs on Chinese electric vehicles and key auto parts,
with a 100 percent duty on EVs to ensure the US auto
industry remains competitive globally. The
administration furthermore plans to work with Canada
and Mexico to prevent Chinese automakers from using
Mexico as a backdoor to the US market.

Brainard underlined the importance of making sure
EVs sold in the US are made domestically, ensuring
that American workers and businesses benefit from
the transition to cleaner transportation. This plan
comes as part of the broader efforts to protect
strategic industries from China's state-driven industrial
policies, such as the US Commerce Department’s plans
to ban key Chinese software and hardware in
connected and autonomous vehicles. (See article
above) [Reuters]

New US regulation to stop imports of GM and Ford Cars
built in China
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On the same day, the US Commerce Department
announced a new regulation that would require
General Motors (GM) and Ford Motor Company to stop
importing vehicles manufactured in China for sale in
the US. The regulation would block the sale of popular
models like GM's Buick Envision and Ford's Lincoln
Nautilus, which are both assembled in China.

Liz Cannon, head of the Commerce Department’s
information and communications technology office,
shared the details on September 23, noting that the
regulation would also impact other automakers, such
as Volvo and BYD, that rely on Chinese production for
the US market. GM and Ford would need to move
production out of China if they wish to continue selling
those models in the US.

Companies affected by this rule will be able to apply
for specific authorizations to keep importing certain
vehicles, but compliance with the new regulations will
be strict, particularly concerning software and
hardware developed in China. [Reuters]

China pushes back on US probe into
uranium exports during rising tensions

(to) China responded strongly to a US probe, an
investigation into its uranium exports, denying claims
that it is helping Russia bypass sanctions by supplying
enriched uranium. The Chinese Foreign Ministry, in a
statement on September 18 defended its trade
practices, emphasizing that cooperation between
China and Russia is based on their development needs
and does not target any third party.

The US Department of Energy has been closely
monitoring these exports to ensure compliance with
President Joe Biden's May 2024 ban on Russian
uranium imports, aimed at cutting Moscow's revenue
amidst its ongoing war in Ukraine.

The US expressed concerns that China could be re-
exporting uranium or using Russian uranium in its
domestic power plants, circumventing the sanctions.
US concerns are further underscored by a sharp
increase in Chinese uranium exports to the US, with
shipments reaching 242,990 kilograms in December
2023 and 123,894 kilograms in May 2024. These figures
stand out because China had not exported any
enriched uranium to the US between 2020 and 2022.
Industry stakeholders have voiced their concerns, with
Centrus and the Uranium Producers of America urging
the US government to increase tariffs on Chinese
uranium imports. Analysts also suggest that China may
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be leveraging its imports of Russian uranium to
strengthen its role in the global uranium market,
potentially using this position to gain influence in a
strategic sector. [Politico]

This dispute reflects broader tensions between the US
and China, as the two countries direct their geopolitical
and economic interests while also addressing global
security and trade issues. [Reuters]

China sanctions nine US firms over US
weapons sales to Taiwan

(alk) On September 18, China announced sanctions on
nine US military-linked firms in response to US arms
sales to Taiwan. The sanctions freeze the companies'
assets within China and ban Chinese entities from
engaging with them. Among the affected firms are
Sierra Nevada Corporation, Stick Rudder Enterprises
LLC, Cubic Corporation, and several others.

This move follows the US State Department
announcement on September 17 of the approval of a
USD 228 million ‘return, repair and reshipment’
equipment package to Taipei (see AiR 38,
September/2024, 3).

Beijing, which claims Taiwan as its territory, has
repeatedly urged the US to stop supporting Taiwan's
leadership and halt arms sales to Taiwan. China's
foreign ministry called on the US to stop "arming
Taiwan" and undermining peace in the Taiwan Strait.
[Ministry of Foreign Affairs, China]

China has previously sanctioned US companies,
including Lockheed Martin, over similar arms deals.
Taiwan rejects Beijing's territorial claims, and China
has increased military and political pressure on the
island in recent years. [Reuters] [South China Morning
Post]

Canada opens new critical minerals hub in
push to end China’s dominance

(alk) Saskatchewan, a province in Western Canada and
major producer of potash and uranium, is expanding
into rare earths processing, enhancing its strategic
importance in the US-China resource competition.

A new rare earth processing center has opened in
Saskatoon, Saskatchewan'’s largest city, to counter
China’s dominance in critical minerals for green tech,
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defense, and aerospace. The Saskatchewan Research
Council (SRQ), a government-funded institute, built the
facility to process rare earths from Australia, Brazil,
and Vietnam until Canadian mines are operational.

The new CND 100 million (USD 74 million) hub will
produce materials for 500,000 electric vehicles
annually. It aims to be competitive and resist market
manipulation from China.

China controls 60 percent of rare earth mining and 90
percent of processing. Rare earths are essential but
difficult to extract affordably. Beijing has reinforced its
dominance with export bans on certain minerals, seen
as retaliation for Western trade restrictions. Russia's
war in Ukraine and China's 2010 rare earth embargo to
Japan have heightened concerns.

In the past four years, the US Pentagon has invested
nearly USD 1 billion globally in rare earth projects via
the Defense Production Act to secure essential
materials and technologies. The Pentagon is also
investing USD 258 million in a Texas plant by
Australia’s Lynas Rare Earths, expected to be
operational in two years. Additionally, Washington has
funded tens of millions of dollars in rare earth projects
in Canada.

This year, Canadian companies like Fortune Minerals
and Lomiko Metals received USD 14.7 million from the
Pentagon to boost North American cobalt and graphite
supply chains. In August, Electra Battery Materials
received USD 20 million to build North America’s first
midstream cobalt sulphate refinery.

Recently, Vital Metals Canada, touted as Canada'’s first
rare earth project, went bankrupt and attempted to
sell its mineral stockpile to China. The Canadian
government intervened, buying the stockpile for CND 3
million to be processed in Saskatchewan. [Financial
Times]

Canadian ex-diplomat accuses China of
psychological torture during detention

(to) On September 23, Michael Kovrig, a Canadian who
was detained in China for over 1,000 days, has
revealed details about the psychological torture he
experienced during his imprisonment. In an interview
with the Canadian Broadcasting Corporation (CBC),
Kovrig described being held in solitary confinement for
months, with interrogations lasting up to nine hours
each day.
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Kovrig was arrested in December 2018, alongside
fellow Canadian Michael Spavor, shortly after Canada
detained Huawei executive Meng Wanzhou on a US
warrant (see AiR 4/12/2018). Both men were accused
of espionage by Chinese authorities, but Kovrig states
that the conditions of his detention were aimed at
breaking him psychologically. He was released in
September 2021, the same day Meng returned to
China (see AiR No. 39, September/2021, 4).

The Chinese government has denied any wrongdoing,
claiming Kovrig and Spavor were detained for national
security reasons. [Reuters]

China seeks renewed economic dialogue
and cooperation with UK

(alk) China is willing to restart economic and financial
dialogue with the United Kingdom, Chinese state
media cited Vice Premier He Lifeng as saying on
September 18. [Xinhua]

In a phone call with British finance minister Rachel
Reeves, He expressed China's interest in expanding
cooperation with the UK in areas like finance, the
green economy, biomedicine, and artificial intelligence.
[Reuters]

This follows Starmer’s recent rise to leadership, posing
a potential shift in UK-China relations. While Starmer
aims to reset ties with democratic allies and scrutinize
foreign investments, including Chinese capital, the
balancing act between economic pragmatism and
ethical governance looms large. China's interest in
expanding cooperation with the UK, particularly in
sectors like finance, the green economy, and Al, could
test the Labour government's ability to foster
economic growth while addressing national security
and human rights concerns.

The call for dialogue from China can be seen as an
opportunity, but also a challenge for the UK, which
seeks to navigate a complex relationship while
realigning its global alliances. [East Asia Review]

China and EU to work on avoiding electric
vehicle tariffs

(to) On September 19, following a conversation
between EU Trade Chief Valdis Dombrovskis and
Chinese Commerce Minister Wang Wentao, the
European Commission and China have agreed to
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intensify efforts to avoid import tariffs on Chinese-
made electric vehicles (EVs), as both sides seek a
solution before a critical vote in the EU Commission on
tariffs of up to 35.3 percent, above the already existing
import duty of 10 percent. [Reuters 1]

Although voting was originally planned to take place on
September 25, the date has now been delayed.
According to Politico, the earliest voting possibility will

be on the week of September the 30th, [Politico]

The EU's anti-subsidy investigation into Chinese EVs is
based on concerns that government subsidies are
giving Chinese manufacturers an unfair advantage (see
AiR No. 38, September/2024, 3).

The talks between the two sides aim to find a solution
that ensures fair competition, including reconsidering
a previously rejected proposal to set minimum prices
for Chinese EV exports to Europe (see AR No. 38,
September/2024, 3). Both sides have expressed a
desire to avoid trade tensions while ensuring
compliance with World Trade Organization rules.
[Reuters 2]

Xinhua notes that the talks were described as
constructive, with China proposing a price
commitment solution and expressing willingness to
make changes based on EU concerns. Despite
criticizing the EU's investigation as “unreasonable” and
initiated without a formal complaint, China
emphasized the importance of resolving trade frictions
through dialogue, while warning it would take
necessary measures to protect its industries if tariffs
are imposed. [Xinhua]

EU challenges China’s dairy probe at WTO

(to) On September 23, the European Commission has
filed a challenge at the World Trade Organization
(WTO) against China's investigation into EU dairy
products. The probe, which is an official investigation
into a specific issue or matter, was launched by China
in August 2024, after the EU imposed tariffs on Chinese
electric vehicles. The EU claims that China’s actions are
based on questionable evidence and sees this as
retaliatory.

If consultations between the two sides fail, the EU is
prepared to request a WTO dispute panel to settle the
matter. [Reuters]
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Australia hopes for China’s lobster trade
barriers to be lifted by Christmas

(to) On September 19, Australian Trade Minister Don
Farrell announced that he is optimistic about China
removing its trade barriers on Australian rock lobster
imports by Christmas. The announcement was made
during a press conference after meeting Chinese
Commerce Minister Wang Wentao.

The news follows a series of discussions between
Australia and China, which have been working to mend
trade relations since Australia called for an
independent investigation into the origins of the
COVID-19 pandemic.

China has already lifted most of its trade restrictions
on Australian products, but lobster imports remain
blocked. Farrell showed confidence that, based on
ongoing talks, the restrictions will be lifted soon,
improving trade opportunities for Australia’s seafood
industry. [Reuters]

Russia-China joint naval exercise in Sea of
Japan

(alk) On September 21, Russia and China began a joint
naval exercise in the Sea of Japan. Warships from both
nations sailed from Vladivostok for the
Beibu/Interaction-2024 drill.

The exercise, lasting one week, includes training to
repel simulated attacks from air, water, and
underwater, as well as maneuvering. Crews will
perform artillery firing and combat exercises using
anti-aircraft and anti-submarine weapons. [Anadolu
Ajansi]

Egypt to purchase Chinese J-10C fighter
jets

(alk) On August 19, Egypt placed its first order for the J-
10C “Vigorous Dragon” jets, becoming the second
country after Pakistan to do so. The J-10C is a versatile
4.5-generation multirole fighter, comparable to the
American F-16. Egypt's move indicates Beijing's growing
influence in the Middle East and regional efforts to
diversify military procurement away from the US.

Egypt's decision to acquire the J-10C is part of its air
force modernization, replacing older F-16s. Offers from


https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-eurtrut-l-iyr/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-eurtrut-l-iyy/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-eurtrut-l-iyy/

the US and Russia for upgrading or replacing Egypt's
fleet were declined due to frustrations with US
restrictions on advanced weaponry and unsatisfactory
experiences with Russian equipment.

Despite being a major F-16 operator, Egypt's fleet is
outdated and lacks beyond-visual-range (BVR) missiles.
US foreign policy has historically delayed or restricted
advanced upgrades to Egypt's military due to human
rights concerns and regional politics.

Egypt's move towards China is driven by the need for
fewer political conditions and quicker upgrades.
Recently, Egyptian Air Force Commander Lt. Gen.
Mahmoud Fuad Abdel Gawad met with his Chinese
counterpart in Beijing to discuss the transfer of J-10C
and J-31 jets.

Egypt, along with Iran, the United Arab Emirates, and
Ethiopia, in January joined the BRICS. [The New Arab]

China showcases Y-20 transport plane at
South Africa air show

(alk) China showcased its Y-20 military transport
aircraft at Africa’s largest air show, the Africa
Aerospace and Defence Exhibition (AAD 2024), held
from September 18 to 22 at Waterkloof airbase near
Pretoria.

The Y-20, a flagship multi-role transporter of the
People’s Liberation Army Air Force, performed five
choreographed maneuvers during a 10-minute
demonstration. Captain Liang Yao stated the goal was
to highlight the Y-20's performance and the combat
prowess of Chinese pilots. [South China Morning Post]

Formosa Plastics Group is one of Taiwan'’s largest
industrial conglomerates, known for its production of
petrochemical products. [South China Moring Post]

Malaysian king visits China

(alk) On September 20, Chinese Premier Li Qiang and
President Xi Jinping held separate meetings with
Malaysian King Sultan Ibrahim Iskandar during his visit
to China.

Meeting between Li and Iskandar

During the meeting with Li, Sultan Ibrahim Iskandar
pledged to work with China to maintain peace in the
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South China Sea. Li reaffirmed China’s commitment to
maintaining high-level exchanges and enhancing
strategic mutual trust, emphasizing that China seeks to
align development strategies, upgrade economic and
trade cooperation, and improve connectivity.

Additionally, Li assured continued support for
expanding bilateral trade, advancing projects like the
East Coast Rail Link, and deepening cooperation in
infrastructure, aerospace, Al, the digital economy, and
new energy. [South China Morning Post] [The State
Council of The People’s Republic of China]

Meeting between Xi and Iskandar

In a separate meeting with Xi, Iskandar praised China's
achievements under Xi's leadership and highlighted
the long-standing friendship between the two nations,
which marks its 50th anniversary this year. Both sides
committed to enhancing strategic cooperation and
jointly addressing regional and global challenges.

Iskandar furthermore stated that he is committed to
working with China to strengthen Belt and Road
cooperation and expand collaboration in areas such as
the economy, trade, investment, infrastructure,
connectivity, culture, and education.

Xi, for his part, expressed China's willingness to
strengthen cooperation with Malaysia through high-
level meetings and joint projects like the Belt and Road
Initiative and the East Coast Rail Link, a railway project
in Malaysia connecting the east and west coasts to
enhance transportation, trade, and regional
development. Xi also emphasized working together in
areas like agriculture, new energy, and education, and
supporting Malaysia as it takes on the role of ASEAN
chair to help promote peace and cooperation in the
region. [Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Chinal

Beijing accuses Taiwan of supporting
cyberattacks

(hs/to) On September 23, China's national security
ministry accused a Taiwanese hacking group called
Anonymous 64 of carrying out cyberattacks on targets
in mainland China, Hong Kong, and Macau. The
ministry alleged that Anonymous 64, which it claimed
is part of Taiwan's cyber warfare wing, has been
uploading content critical of China’s political system on
websites, outdoor screens, and TV stations since early
2024.
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The group, active on X since June 2023, has posted
videos likening Chinese President Xi Jinping to an
emperor and commemorating the 1989 Tiananmen
Square protests. One video featured a member of
Anonymous 64 wearing the Guy Fawkes mask,
symbolizing rebellion against authoritarianism, in the
style of a Hollywood movie called, V for Vendetta.

However, the ministry's investigation found many of
the sites the group claimed to have hacked were fake
or had little traffic, and that images of the hacks were
manipulated. It urged Chinese internet users to report
cyberattacks and anti-propaganda activities.

Taiwan’'s Mainland Affairs Council did not comment,
and Reuters was unable to verify the group's claims or
its connection to Taiwan's government. China’s
ministry published redacted screenshots from the
group’s X account and opened a case against three
members of Taiwan's cyber warfare wing. [Arab News]
[Rappler][South China Morning Post]

Taiwan executive banned from leaving
mainland China

(to) On September 19, a senior executive from Taiwan's
Formosa Plastics Group was banned from leaving
mainland China after being detained by authorities
upon arrival in Shanghai on September 1. The
executive, whose name has not been disclosed, was
questioned by border control at Shanghai Honggiao
International Airport and later released, only to be
stopped from departing the country.

The reason for the exit ban is unclear. Taiwan’s
Mainland Affairs Council has confirmed they are aware
of the situation but have not provided further details,
citing concerns for the executive's safety and respect
for the family's wishes.

India’s Manipur state ‘vigilant’ over influx
of 900 militants from Myanmar

(Im/ss) India’s northeastern state of Manipur has been
placed on high alert following intelligence reports of a
potential influx of 900 suspected Kuki militants from
Myanmar, according to a senior security official. These
militants are believed to have crossed the border
amidst ongoing ethnic violence between the majority
Meitei and minority Kuki communities, which has
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resulted in over 237 deaths and the displacement of
more than 60,000 people since May 2023.

While border police have increased vigilance in Kuki-
dominated hill districts, the Kuki Students'
Organisation (KSO) has denied the allegations of
militant infiltration and called for the resignation of the
state's security adviser, accusing him of spreading
misinformation.

This unrest comes amid ongoing clashes, including
recent attacks involving explosives reportedly
delivered by drones, which have been attributed to
Kuki militants, though these claims have been denied
by the Kuki community. The conflict in Manipur,
exacerbated by the influx of refugees after Myanmar's
2021 military coup, continues despite attempts to
restore peace.

The Indian government has also intensified border
security measures by scrapping a visa-free movement
policy along the 1,650-km border and initiating plans to
construct a border fence. However, these measures
have faced criticism from Kuki groups due to their
ethnic ties with communities across the border in
Myanmar. [South China Morning Post]

In a significant diplomatic development, India has
invited anti-junta political and military groups from
Myanmar, including the National Unity Government
(NUG) and ethnic minority rebels, to a seminar in New
Delhi. The event, organized by the Indian Council of
World Affairs (ICWA), signals a shift in India’s stance, as
it has maintained ties with Myanmar's military leaders
while Western nations have distanced themselves. The
seminar, scheduled for mid-November, will focus on
"Constitutionalism and Federalism," marking the first
formal engagement between India and Myanmar's
anti-junta forces. However, it remains unclear if
Myanmar’s military government will be invited to the
event. [The Daily Star]

In parallel, India and Myanmar are exploring the use of
local currencies—rupee and kyat—for bilateral trade to
enhance their economic partnership. This discussion
occurred during a meeting between Indian Commerce
Minister Piyush Goyal and Myanmar's Minister of
Investment, Kan Zaw, at the 12th East Asia Summit
Economic Ministers' Meeting in Vientiane, Laos.

This initiative aligns with India's broader strategy to
promote local currency trade, reducing transaction
costs and currency conversion needs. The Reserve
Bank of India introduced a system for settling
international trade in Indian Rupees in July 2022. To
facilitate imports, particularly for pulses, the Indian


https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-eurtrut-l-ijy/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-eurtrut-l-ijj/

government has streamlined payment processes,
encouraging the use of a Special Rupee Vostro Account
managed by Punjab National Bank. [Business World]

India sends budgetary support to the
Maldives

(cr) India has extended crucial budgetary support to
the Maldives by rolling over a USD 50 million Treasury
Bill for one more year. This has helped the island
nation avoid defaulting on its Islamic sukuk debt
payment due next month. The Maldivian sukuk, which
had dropped in value due to concerns over repayment,
recovered slightly after the bailout announcement.

The Maldives, despite a tourism recovery, faces a
severe foreign exchange crisis from heavy borrowing
for infrastructure projects. The country has over $500
million in debt maturing next year and $1 billion in
2026, including a $500 million sukuk. Its net
international reserves have fallen to $48 million, while
India remains one of its largest creditors, alongside
China. This is the second such rollover this year, with
the first occurring in May 2024.

The support comes as the Maldives implements a fiscal
consolidation program to tackle economic challenges.
India, through the State Bank of India, has consistently
provided financial assistance to the Maldives, aligning
with its ‘Neighborhood First’ policy. India-Maldives
relations had faced tensions earlier when Maldivian
President Mohamed Muizzu demanded the removal of
Indian military personnel. However, recent diplomatic
efforts, including high-level visits, have worked to
restore the partnership. [NDTV] [Financial Times]

India, United States strengthen ties with
semiconductor plant, Clean Energy Pact,
defense partnerships

(ss/Im) During Indian Prime Minister Modi's visit to the
United States, New Delhi and Washington expanded
their collaboration across several strategic areas.

One of the most significant developments is the
establishment of India’s first-ever national security
semiconductor fabrication plant. The facility, set to
produce advanced semiconductors, will support
national defense applications and telecommunications,
with backing from India’s Semiconductor Mission,
Bharat Semi, 3rdiTech, and the U.S. Space Force. This
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project aligns with Prime Minister Modi's goal of
positioning India as a key global manufacturing hub,
reducing reliance on China and bolstering India’s
technological capabilities. [The Hindu 1] [BNN
Bloomberg]

Complementing this initiative, India and the US signed
an agreement to unlock USD 1 billion in multilateral
financing through the International Bank for
Reconstruction and Development (IBRD). This funding
is aimed at expanding clean energy manufacturing
capacities and strengthening global clean energy
supply chains. Both countries are committed to
working together on innovative financial solutions for
clean energy development, with a focus on enhancing
cooperation in third countries, particularly in Africa.
This partnership also emphasizes high-quality job
creation and the achievement of global climate goals.
[CNBCTV 18] [U.S. Embassy & Consulates in India]

In a bid to further cement India’s position in global
technology, Prime Minister Modi met with leading US
tech executives, including Sundar Pichai (Google),
Shantanu Narayen (Adobe), and Jensen Huang
(NVIDIA). Modi emphasized India’'s ambition to become
a global hub for innovation, inviting these firms to
engage in co-development and co-production. [The
Hindu 2] [BBC]

Additionally, the US and India are progressing on the
U.S.-India Defense Industrial Cooperation Roadmap,
including collaborations between Liquid Robotics and
Sagar Defence Engineering for unmanned surface
vehicle systems. Additionally, India finalized the
procurement of 31 MQ-9B drones to bolster its
surveillance capabilities. The US has welcomed India’s
reduction of the Goods and Services Tax (GST) on
aircraft maintenance, repair, and overhaul, a move
expected to strengthen India’s defense sector
ecosystem. [The Hindu BusinessLine]

On the diplomatic front, Modi announced the opening
of new Indian consulates in Boston and Los Angeles,
fulfilling long-standing demands from the Indian-
American community. The new consulates are
strategically located, with Los Angeles serving as a key
trade hub and Boston recognized for its prominence in
education and pharmaceuticals. [The Hindu 3]

Before Prime Minister Modi's visit to the US, American
officials met with Sikh activists to address the ongoing
threats against Sikh leaders, including a thwarted
assassination attempt targeting Gurpatwant Singh
Pannun, a U.S.-Canada citizen. US authorities
reassured the Sikh community of ongoing efforts to
protect them from transnational repression while
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continuing to investigate India’s potential involvement.
Despite these assurances, Sikh activists in both the US
and Canada continue to face harassment. [Reuters]

India’s National Security Advisor Ajit Doval remained in
India to oversee security during the Jammu and
Kashmir elections. This raised speculation about his
absence from Modi’s US trip, with rumors suggesting it
was linked to a New York court summons regarding a
lawsuit filed by Pannun. However, Indian officials
dismissed these claims, even as the Modi government
faces criticism from Sikh groups for alleged
transnational repression targeting diaspora members.
[The Hindu 4]

India extends USD 50 million treasury bill
repayment for Maldives

(sa) The Government of India has granted a one-year
extension on the repayment of the third USD 50
million Treasury Bill for the Maldives. This is the second
extension granted by India this year, following a similar
extension for the second Treasury Bill in May 2024.

The Maldives had initially secured USD 200 million in
budgetary support from India in 2019 during former
President Ibrahim Mohamed Solih's administration. Of
this amount, USD 50 million was a grant, while the rest
was divided into three Treasury Bills, each worth USD
50 million. The first T-bill was repaid in January 2024.

This latest extension was granted in response to a
request made by Maldivian Foreign Minister Moosa
Zameer during the visit of India’s External Affairs
Minister, Dr. S. Jaishankar, to the Maldives in August.
The Maldivian government expressed gratitude for
India's continued financial support, particularly as the
country is implementing a fiscal consolidation program
to address economic challenges. [the edition]

Indonesia, European Union hold security
policy dialogue

(mu) The 8th Republic of Indonesia - European Union
Security Policy Dialogue was held in Semarang on
September 18, discussing a wide range of bilateral,
regional, and multilateral security cooperation.

The parties reviewed their cooperation on
counterterrorism and counter-radicalization,
peacekeeping, maritime security, transnational
organized crimes, and disaster management. The two
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parties also exchanged views on non-proliferation,
disarmament, and arms control related to chemical,
biological, radiological, and nuclear.

The next dialogue on security and defense will be held
in Brussels in 2025. [Ministry of Foreign Affairs,
Indonesia]

North Korean Vice-Minister visits
Indonesia to revitalize bilateral relations

(mu) North Korean Vice Minister of Foreign Affairs Pak
Sang Gil had a bilateral meeting with his Indonesian
counterpart Pahala Nugraha Mansury during his tour
across four Southeast Asian Countries on September
18. The meeting discussed peace and stability in the
region, particularly the situation on the Korean
Peninsula and cooperation in ASEAN-led mechanisms.

The visit was the first in nine years aiming to revitalize
delegation exchanges between the two countries to
the levels prior to the pandemic. [Ministry of Foreign
Affairs, Indonesia]

Indonesia, Timor-Leste to strengthen
cooperation for maritime and aviation
SAR

(mu) On September 19, a Memorandum of
Understanding (MoU) was inked in Bali by the
Indonesian SAR Agency and the Timorese Ministry of
Transportation and Communication to intensify
cooperation for aviation and maritime search and
rescue (SAR) operations.

The bilateral cooperation aims at providing immediate
assistance to emergency situations in the border area
between the two countries, including an exchange of
information, communication, and coordination as well
as capacity building and joint training or exercises.
[Antara]

Indonesian President-elect Prabowo visits
the Philippines

(ft/ga) On September 20, Defense Minister and
President-elect Prabowo Subianto paid a courtesy visit
to Filipino President Ferdinand Marcos Jr. at
Malacanang Palace in Manila. The visit aimed to
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strengthen the strategic partnership between
Indonesia and the Philippines, particularly in regional
defense cooperation.

Prabowo and Marcos discussed a range of issues
related to regional security and defense collaboration.
They agreed to enhance joint efforts in combating
terrorism, addressing maritime security challenges,
and promoting defense technology cooperation. Both
leaders emphasized the importance of maintaining
peace and stability in the South China Sea and agreed
to work together to strengthen ASEAN's centrality in
regional security matters. Additionally, Prabowo and
Marcos highlighted the need for closer military training
exchanges and coordination to address emerging
threats in Southeast Asia.

Prabowo praised Marcos' leadership for enhancing the
Philippines' influence in Southeast Asia and noted
progress in the country's political, economic, and
military sectors. He also acknowledged the successful
hosting of the 13th Joint Defense and Security
Cooperation Committee by the Philippines and
confirmed Indonesia will host the next meeting.
Marcos expressed confidence in the continued
strength of the Indonesia-Philippines relationship.

Prabowo's visit to the Philippines is part of a broader
tour of Southeast Asia, during which he has visited
several countries to strengthen bilateral ties. [Antara]
[Manila Bulletin] [Detik News]

Japan, US outgoing leaders meet on
sidelines of Quad summit

(dgl) On the sidelines of the Quad summit, held on
September 21 in Delaware, USA, Japanese Prime
Minister Fumio Kishida and U.S. President Joe Biden
held a bilateral meeting.

The two outgoing leaders reaffirmed their
commitment to maintaining a robust alliance for future
leaders and discussed key foreign policy challenges,
including China's destabilizing activities in the South
China Sea, the importance of peace in the Taiwan
Strait, ongoing support for Ukraine, and coordinated
efforts to counter North Korea’s nuclear threats,
involving trilateral cooperation with South Korea.
[Kyodo News] [Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Japan]

Japan, France hold joint military exercises
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(sw) The Brunet-Takamori exercises, a joint military
drill between France and Japan, concluded in northern
Japan on September 21. The exercises, involved 50
French troops from the 2nd Foreign Infantry Regiment
and Japan'’s 39th Infantry Regiment, focusing on
infantry combat operations with drone support. This
marks the second consecutive year of these drills,
following the inaugural edition in New Caledonia in
2023.

The exercises signal Japan's expanding defense
partnerships, particularly as a response to China'’s
growing military assertiveness and Russia's alignment
with Beijing. The French Ministry of Defence
emphasized the importance of these drills in
promoting peace and stability in the Indo-Pacific
region, a key element of France's 2021 defense
strategy.

At the same time, China and Russia conducted joint
military exercises, such as the Ocean-2024 maneuvers,
which involved over 400 warships and more than
90,000 personnel, along with the Northern/Interaction-
2024 drills, taking place in the Sea of Japan and the Sea
of Okhotsk throughout September.

The drills occur amid rising tensions between China
and Japan, with a Chinese aircraft carrier briefly
entering Japan's contiguous waters for the first time on
September 18 (see article in this edition), and a
Chinese naval vessel entering its southern territorial
waters earlier this month. [RFI]

Japan and China agree to gradually
resume seafood trade

(sw/to) On September 20, Japanese Prime Minister
Fumio Kishida announced that Japan and China have
agreed to gradually resume seafood trade. This
agreement is conditioned on third-party countries
monitoring the discharge of treated radioactive water
from the Fukushima nuclear plant.

China imposed a ban on Japanese seafood in August
2023, when the water discharge began.

Kishida reiterated Japan’s call for China to lift the ban
on fishery product and offered enhanced monitoring
of the Advanced Liquid Processing System. The water
is processed through this system, which removes most
contaminants except for tritium, a relatively nontoxic
element.
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Before the ban, China was Japan’s largest market for
seafood exports, and the restrictions had severely
impacted Japan'’s agricultural and fisheries sectors.
[Kyodo News] [Reuters]

Chinese aircraft carrier enters Japan's
waters

(sw) On 18 September, a Chinese aircraft carrier,
accompanied by two destroyers, entered Japan's
contiguous waters for the first time. The vessels sailed
between Japan's southern Yonaguni and Iriomote
islands, an area where Japan can exert limited controls
under the United Nations Convention on the Law of
the Sea. This activity occurred in the northeast of
Taiwan.

This incident follows a series of recent escalations. In
August, Japan protested China's naval incursions and
airspace violations, with Deputy Chief Cabinet
Secretary Hiroshi Moriya expressing "serious
concerns." In July, a Japanese navy destroyer entered
Chinese territorial waters near Taiwan. [Reuters]

China's increasing military presence around Japan and
Taiwan has raised concerns in Tokyo, prompting Japan
to enhance its defense capabilities to deter potential
Chinese aggression (see AiR No. 36, September/2024,
1). This includes a record USD 59 billion budget for
2025, focusing on unmanned weapons, Al, long-range
missiles, and a satellite network for missile detection.

Japanese boy fatally stabbed in China

(sw) A 10-year-old Japanese boy succumbed to his
injuries on September 19 after being stabbed on his
way to school in Shenzhen, China, the day before,
September 18. The attack occurred near a Japanese
school, and the suspect, a 44-year-old man, was
apprehended by police nearby. Authorities have not
confirmed if the boy was specifically targeted due to
his nationality.

This incident follows a June knife attack in Suzhou,
where a Japanese mother and child were injured. A
Chinese woman was killed while trying to intervene.
Japanese Foreign Minister Yoko Kamikawa urged
Beijing to ensure the safety of Japanese nationals and
provide a detailed explanation of the attack.

The stabbing carries additional political significance as
it occurred on the 93rd anniversary of the Japanese
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bombing of Shenyang in Liaoning Province. This event,
which took place on September 18, 1931, marked the
beginning of the Manchurian Incident, which led to
Japan's invasion and occupation of northeastern China
until the end of World War Il. [Japan Today]

Japan’s Eneos Holding invests in Norway's
floating wind farm

(sw) Japan's largest oil refiner, Eneos Holdings, has
agreed to acquire a 20 percent stake in Norway's
GoliatVind floating offshore wind farm, marking its first
participation in an overseas offshore wind venture.

The GoliatVind project, set to operate by 2028, will
consist of five 15-megawatt turbines and received USD
189 million in Norwegian state funding.

Floating offshore wind is still in its early stages in
Japan, but the country considers it essential to
achieving its goal of developing up to 45 gigawatts of
offshore wind projects by 2040. The investment will
allow the country to gain knowledge and expertise for
use in its domestic floating offshore wind projects.

The terms of the GoliatVind deal were not disclosed. It
will be 40 percent-owned by renewables developer
Source Galileo, 20 percent by shipping firm Odfjell
Oceanwind, 20 percent by Japan's Kansai Electric
Power, and 20 percent by Eneos Renewable Energy.
[Reuters]

US and Japan reaffirm alliancr at Quad
summit

On September 21, US President Joe Biden and
Japanese Prime Minister Fumio Kishida met during the
Quad Leaders Summit in Wilmington to address
shared concerns over China’s “coercive and
destabilizing activities” in the South China Sea. The
leaders expressed their commitment to maintaining
peace across the Taiwan Strait. Additionally, they
pledged to collaborate on advancing and protecting
technologies such as artificial intelligence and
semiconductors.

During the summit, Biden was caught on a hot mic
telling the leaders of Australia, India, and Japan that
China is "testing us," a statement that contrasted with
the summit’s official declaration, which avoided directly
mentioning Beijing. He noted that China was seeking
diplomatic space to pursue its interests aggressively,
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while also stressing those recent US efforts, including
an April call with Xi Jinping, were helping to ease
tensions and prevent conflict. [Channel News Asia]
[Reuters]

Uncertainty over the future of Japan-
Britain-Italy fighter jet program

(sw) The future of the Global Combat Air Program
(GCAP) - a joint fighter jet development between Japan,
Britain, and Italy - is uncertain as Britain's new Labour
government reviews defense spending. Prime Minister
Keir Starmer called the project “important” but did not
guarantee its future, as the government tackles a
significant fiscal deficit. Reports suggest the GCAP
could face cuts or alterations during the Strategic
Defense Review, set to conclude the first half of next
year.

Launched in 2022, the GCAP aims to deliver a sixth-
generation fighter jet by 2035, replacing Britain's
Eurofighter Typhoon and Japan's F-2. The fighter will
feature an intelligent weapons system, software-driven
cockpit, integrated sensors, and an advanced radar
capable of processing 10,000 times more data than
current systems. Development is set to begin in 2025,
led by Japan's Mitsubishi Heavy Industries, Britain's
BAE Systems and Italy's Leonardo.

While Japan sees the program as crucial to counter
China's military rise, Britain is increasingly concerned
about Russia’s aggression. The GCAP's future hinges on
various factors, including politics, affordability, and
Britain's need to protect its industrial base. Some
experts suggest merging the GCAP with a similar
Franco-German-Spanish fighter project, though
differences in jet requirements - with the European jet
designed for aircraft carrier take-offs - complicate this
option.

The GCAP's 2035 target is considered ambitious, with
many experts foreseeing delays. London is exploring
adding Saudi Arabia as a fourth partner to secure
exports, a move Japan opposes. Meanwhile, other
high-cost defense items, including Britain's nuclear
deterrent and AUKUS project, add further pressure on
the country's defense budget.

If confirmed, the project will be headquartered in
Britain, with Japan appointing the first CEO. [Kyodo
News]
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Laotian businesses prepare for duty-free
access to UK market

(cc) Laotian producers are gearing up for new
opportunities as the United Kingdom's new trade
scheme opens doors for duty-free exports to their
nation's markets. This scheme presents a significant
boost for Lao businesses, allowing them to compete
more effectively and expand their reach into the
lucrative UK market.

This follows a September 19 meeting between UK's
Minister for Trade Policy and Economic Security
Douglas Alexander, alongside with the British
Ambassador to Laos, Mel Barlow, and Laotian coffee
producers and Yoyo Laos Sauce representatives to
discuss how the Developing Countries Trading Scheme
(DTCS) will support their expansion into the UK market.

The specific details of the trade scheme haven't been
disclosed yet. However, the prospect of eliminating
import duties on Laotian goods is undoubtedly positive
news for local businesses. Removing these barriers
makes Laotian products more competitive and
potentially opens doors for a wider range of exports to
the UK.

This development signifies a potential turning point for
Laotian businesses, particularly those in sectors like
garment manufacturing, agriculture, and processed
foods.

To capitalize on this opportunity, Laotian producers
are likely to focus on enhancing product quality,
ensuring compliance with UK standards, and exploring
potential partnerships with British companies. [The
Laotian Times]

China-Laos railway boosts regional trade
with over 10 million tons of goods
transported

(cc) The China-Laos Railway (CLR) has emerged as a
significant driver of regional trade, surpassing a major
milestone since its launch in December 2021. As of
September 16, 2024, the railway has successfully
facilitated the transportation of over 10 million tons of
cargo valued at CNY 40.77 billion (USD 5.74 billion).

The first eight months of 2024 alone witnessed a
significant increase in both freight volume and value
compared to the same period in 2023. Cargo volume
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surged by 22.8 percent, while the value of transported
goods rose by an impressive 56 percent.

Initially designed to carry around 500 types of goods,
the CLR now transports a wider variety of products,
exceeding 3,000 different items. [The Laotian Times]

Laos strengthens IP management with
WIPO

(cc) Laos is taking a big step towards a more innovative
future by partnering with the World Intellectual
Property Organization (WIPO). [Vientiane Times]

The Ministry of Industry and Commerce (MOIC) is
leading this collaboration, which focuses on
modernizing Laos' intellectual property (IP)
management systems. This means improvements in
document management, online services, and
information searches related to IP. [Vientiane Times]

These advancements will streamline the application
process and make IP protection more accessible for
Lao businesses and creators. [International Trade
Administration] [IBI]

Malaysia, Cambodia initiate cross-border
QR payments

(dqgl) On September 19, National Bank of Cambodia
(NBC) and Bank Negara Malaysia (BNM), the central
banks of Cambodia and Malaysia have launched the
first phase of a cross-border payment system, allowing
Cambodian travelers to make purchases in Malaysia
using QR codes. This initiative, a result of a February
2024 Memorandum of Understanding between the
two banks, aims to strengthen cooperation in payment
systems and innovation.

NBC and BNM stated that the system is expected to
give over five million merchants in both countries,
mainly small businesses, access to a larger customer
base, driving trade, tourism, and economic growth.
[tnglobal]

Sri Lanka’s new president pledges to
strengthen bilateral relations with
Maldives


https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-eurtrut-l-idh/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-eurtrut-l-idk/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-eurtrut-l-idu/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-eurtrut-l-ihl/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-eurtrut-l-ihl/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-eurtrut-l-ihr/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-eurtrut-l-ihy/

(sa) Sri Lanka's newly elected President, Anura Kumara
Dissanayake, has assured Maldives President Dr.
Mohamed Muizzu of his commitment to enhancing the
longstanding bilateral relationship between their
countries. Anura made this statement via X (formerly
Twitter) in response to President Muizzu's
congratulatory message, which also appeared on the
platform.

In his initial post, President Muizzu congratulated
Anura and expressed eagerness to collaborate in
strengthening the historic friendship between Maldives
and Sri Lanka, wishing him success in his new role.
Anura reposted the message, thanking Muizzu and
expressing his willingness to foster historical ties and
regional cooperation. [the edition]

Chinese green development achievements
explored for Mongolia’'s green policies

(hs) On September 21, the Mongolian "Belt and Road"
Co-Development Research Center, the Mongolia-China
Friendship Society, and China Global Television
Network organized a conference that focused on
sharing China's experience in green development and
assessing Mongolia’s progress and challenges in this
area.

China's expertise in renewable energy, including solar,
wind, hydro, atomic energy, and electric vehicles, was
highlighted as well as China's plans to increase
investment in green industries within Belt and Road
Initiative countries by 2025, with a focus on low-carbon
sectors. [Montsame]

Mongolia receives medical equipment
from Japan

(hs) The Mongolia-Japan Teaching Hospital, the
country’s first teaching hospital in Mongolia, has
received advanced medical equipment through Japan’s
grant aid. This assistance falls under the Economic and
Social Development Programme established by an
agreement between the governments of Mongolia and
Japan.

The new medical devices include an all-terrain
ambulance, an MRI-compatible anesthesia machine,
and 3D thoracic surgery equipment. These
enhancements are expected to significantly improve
the hospital's capacity to deliver advanced healthcare
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services while providing students of the Mongolian
National University of Medical Sciences, of which the
hospital is part of, with the opportunity to train using
cutting-edge tools, thus enhancing their educational
experience.

By integrating internationally recognized technologies
and standards, the Mongolia-Japan Teaching Hospital
aims to advance its diagnostic, treatment, and
healthcare services, further elevating the quality of
care available in Mongolia. [Montsame] [Mongolia
Minitstry of Education and Science]

President of Mongolia holds talks with
Prime Minister of Japan at UN General
Assembly

(hs) On September 22, during the 79th Session of the
United Nations General Assembly in New York,
Japanese Prime Minister Fumio Kishida and Mongolian
President Ukhnaa Khurelsukh held a 40-minute
summit to reinforce their countries' longstanding
bilateral relationship. Historically rooted in mutual
support, the partnership has evolved into a “Special
Strategic Partnership” that emphasizes political and
economic cooperation.

President Khurelsukh expressed condolences for the
recent heavy rains in Japan and appreciation for
Japan's ongoing support for Mongolia's economic
development. The leaders underscored the
importance of upholding a free and open international
order, particularly amid rising global tensions.

A key outcome of their discussions was the agreement
in principle to sign a bilateral pact concerning the
transfer of defense equipment and technology, aimed
at facilitating exports and ensuring proper
management of such transfers. This agreement is
particularly significant in light of regional security
challenges posed by North Korea.

Kishida also noted the necessity of improving facilities
at Chinggis Khaan International Airport to
accommodate rising passenger demand, to which
Khurelsukh expressed gratitude. The leaders
reaffirmed their commitment to addressing regional
issues collaboratively, especially concerning North
Korea, and confirmed the importance of implementing
relevant UN Security Council resolutions.

Kishida thanked Mongolia for its understanding and
cooperation regarding the historical abduction issue
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involving Japanese nationals. [Japan News] [Japan
Ministry of Foreign Affairs]

Health Unit for Mongolians to be set up in
Turkey

(hs) On September 20, Mongolia's Minister of Health
met with Turkey's Ambassador to Mongolia, Zafer Ates,
to explore future cooperation in the healthcare sector.
The meeting comes amid a growing trend of
Mongolian citizens traveling to Turkey for medical
treatment due to the shortcomings of certain
diagnostic and treatment services in Mongolia. The
minister announced plans to establish a healthcare
unit in Turkey, which will focus on assisting and
protecting Mongolian patients.

Ambassador Ates welcomed the initiative, expressing
Turkey's willingness to collaborate. He highlighted the
existing growth in healthcare cooperation, particularly
within the private sector, confirming that this aligns
with Turkey’s broader efforts to strengthen
international partnerships in healthcare. The initiative
is expected to improve Mongolian patients' access to
specialized medical care, while also enhancing overall
bilateral relations. [The UB Post]

The new unit in Turkey for Mongolian patients not only
enhances bilateral ties but also reflects Turkey's
ongoing efforts to attract medical tourists by offering
accessible, high-quality healthcare services. This fits
into the country's larger vision of boosting economic
growth through its thriving healthcare tourism sector.
[Medgol]

According to the World Health Organization (WHO),
Mongolia has achieved notable progress in public
health, including reductions in infant and child
mortality, maintaining polio-free status, and
eliminating the transmission of measles and tetanus.
However, persistent challenges such as hepatitis-
related liver cancer, noncommunicable diseases, and
health issues related to urbanization remain. [WHO]

Chinese government denies allegations of
interference in Myanmar's internal affairs

(tl) The Chinese Embassy in Yangon has responded to
accusations of China's interference in Myanmar's
domestic affairs, following a warning letter issued by
China's Shweli National Security Committee to the
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ethnic Ta'ang National Liberation Army on August 29.
The letter warned that China would resort to "fear-
mongering and disciplinary actions" against the TNLA if
necessary and reiterated that the TNLA would bear full
responsibility for the outcomes. (see AiR No. 36,
September/2024, 1).

The embassy reaffirmed its adherence to non-
interference in Myanmar's domestic affairs and
support for the Myanmar-owned and Myanmar-led
peace process. The embassy called relevant parties to
stop fighting and engage in peace talks, stating that
China will continue to play a constructive role.

More than 50 Myanmar democracy activists gathered
in front of the Chinese Embassy in Washington on
September 14, protesting China's alleged interference
in Myanmar's internal affairs, calling on Beijing to stop
engaging with the military regime and support the
National Unity Government and revolutionary
organizations supported by the people of Myanmar.

Activist Yin Aye in the protest said If China truly wants
to see peace and stability in Myanmar, it should not
support the regime led by coup leader Gen. Min Aung
Hlaing but support the National Unity Government and
revolutionary organizations supported by the majority
of the people. [VOA Burmese][The Irrawaddy ]

Myanmar junta seeks advanced drone
technology from China amidst escalating
conflict

(sc) During his attendance at the 11th Beijing
Xiangshan Forum from September 12-15, Myanmar's
Defense Minister General Tin Aung San engaged in
discussions aimed at enhancing military cooperation
with China, focusing particularly on high-tech drone
manufacturing. This visit underscores an intensifying
relationship as Myanmar's regime continues to
escalate its military operations against ethnic armies,
utilizing airstrikes to reclaim lost territories.

In the discussions, General He Weidong, Vice-Chairman
of China's Central Military Commission, and Tin Aung
San deliberated on stability along the shared border
and advancing military technology cooperation,
including training opportunities for Myanmar
personnel in China. These meetings followed closely
after the junta’s home affairs minister secured
agreements with China earlier in September to bolster
the Myanmar Police Force with equipment and
establish a bilateral police cooperation center.


https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-eurtrut-l-iky/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-eurtrut-l-iky/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-eurtrut-l-ikj/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-eurtrut-l-ikt/

[Ministry of Information, Myanamr] [The Irrawaddy]
[The Nation]

Strategic military engagements in Myanmar are
intensifying, set against the backdrop of ongoing
internal conflict, where both the junta and ethnic
resistance groups have increasingly relied on drones -
reportedly including Chinese-manufactured models.
Despite severe flooding that has claimed hundreds of
lives and displaced thousands, the junta has remained
focused on its military campaign, relentlessly bombing
ethnic regions.

According to the UN, the junta's actions have resulted
in significant civilian casualties, largely due to airstrikes
and artillery bombardments. Despite widespread
international condemnation of these human rights
abuses, China continues to maintain strong ties with
Myanmar's military leadership, facilitating visits and
technological exchanges that could enhance the junta's
operational capabilities against both civilian
populations and resistance groups. [The Irrawaddy]

India hosts seminar for Myanmar's
opposition

(sc) On September 23, India extended invitations to
political opponents and armed resistances of
Myanmar's ruling junta for a seminar scheduled in
New Delhi in mid-November. This move comes as
Myanmar grapples with a civil war following a military
coup in February 2021, which has raised concerns
about stability along India’s 1,650-km border.

The seminar, organized by the Indian Council of World
Affairs (ICWA), will focus on "Constitutionalism and
Federalism" and is expected to include representatives
from the National Unity Government (NUG) and ethnic
rebel groups such as the Chin National Front (CNF),
Arakan Army (AA), and Kachin Independence Army
(KIA). Notably, it remains unclear whether the junta will
be invited. [Reuters] [Radio Free Asia]

The invitation reflects a shift in India’s approach, as it
has maintained ties with Myanmar's military while
facing pressure from Western nations to condemn the
junta's actions. India’s engagement with opposition
forces marks a significant step towards addressing
border security concerns linked to ongoing unrest in
Myanmar, particularly affecting infrastructure projects
like the USD 400 million Kaladan port and highway
project.
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Experts suggest this could signal a new phase in India's
foreign policy, emphasizing the need for stability in the
region while navigating complex geopolitical dynamics.
[Reuters]

Meanwhile, on September 23, an open letter signed by
268 Myanmar civil society organizations was delivered
to the Indian government, urging it to cease support
for the junta in Myanmar and to urgently reassess its
stance amid the ongoing crisis. The letter highlights the
junta's "ongoing human rights violations" and its
destabilizing effects on regional security, calling for
India to realign its foreign policy with democratic
values. The signatories demanded that India "stop all
forms of military cooperation" and actively support the
pro-democracy movement in Myanmar, emphasizing
the need for international solidarity to hold the military
accountable for its actions. [New Myanmar
Foundation]

The letter contained further demands, including an
immediate halt to the "sales and transfer of arms and
related materials to the Myanmar junta" and a
commitment to "avoid any engagements that can lend
legitimacy" to the regime. Furthermore, the
organizations called on India to refrain from extending
business cooperation with the junta and to "release all
refugee detainees in India while providing
humanitarian assistance." [New Myanmar Foundation]
[BBC Burmese]

Myanmar military regime imposes
passport renewal restrictions for students
in Thailand

(sc) As of September 20, the Myanmar junta has
implemented new stringent measures affecting
Myanmar nationals studying in Thailand, mandating
that they return home for passport renewals instead of
processing them at the embassy in Bangkok or the
consulate in Chiang Mai.

This change is seen by observers as part of broader
efforts by the junta to address troop shortages
following significant losses to armed resistances. The
decision is expected to force many Myanmar students
to either return, risking conscription and involvement
in the ongoing conflict, or stay illegally in Thailand after
their passports expire. [Radio Free Asia]

The junta has introduced a “Passport for Education”
(PE) for students enrolled in undergraduate and
postgraduate programs, which allows them to stay
legally in Thailand. However, critics argue that the
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news restriction could lead to an increase in the
number of Myanmar nationals living illegally in
Thailand, as renewing passports in Myanmar poses
significant risks. The National Unity Government (NUG)
accuses the junta of targeting the educated middle
class to maintain power, effectively forcing young
people to choose between illegal status abroad or
unsafe returns. [Radio Free Asia]

Myanmar migrants urged to exercise
caution amid potential new regulations in
Thailand

(sc) On September 23, a Thai media group aired a
letter from three self-proclaimed patriotic
organizations demanding tighter restrictions on
migrant workers in Thailand. The letter urged the Thai
government to limit work permits to three months,
requiring migrants to return to their home countries
for a month before renewing their permits.

Additionally, it called for pregnant migrants to be sent
back and for a review of the Thai citizenship
application process. Currently, over 2.3 million
documented migrant workers from Myanmar are in
Thailand, with estimates suggesting more than 2
million others are undocumented. [The Irrawaddy]

The push for stricter regulations follows increasing
negative sentiments toward migrants, particularly after
some were reported to be violating Thai labor laws by
engaging in businesses reserved for Thai citizens. U
Htoo Chit, executive director of the Foundation for
Education and Development, emphasized the need for
compliance with Thai regulations and urged migrants
to apply for official permits. He warned that while
some demands may be unrealistic, the Thai
government could indeed impose tighter regulations,
potentially complicating life for migrants, especially
amid existing tensions between those who arrived
before and after the 2021 coup. [The Irrawaddy]

China, Nepal launch "Sagarmatha
Friendship" military exercise; plans for
Korala border immigration office

(Im/iz) Nepal and China have launched their fourth
joint military exercise, "Sagarmatha Friendship," in
Chonggqing, China, which will take place from
September 20 to October 1. This platoon-level training
involves personnel led by captains from both nations.
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Military collaboration between Nepal and China began
in 2017 and has now resumed after a five-year hiatus
due to the COVID-19 pandemic. [The Kathmandu Post

1]

In a separate development, the Nepalese government
plans to establish an immigration office at the Korala
border point with China to enhance tourism and
facilitate trade. Located at approximately 4,650 meters
above sea level, Korala had been closed due to COVID-
19 restrictions, significantly impacting local
communities dependent on trade with Tibet. The
border point is expected to reopen before the Dashain
festival in October, which is crucial for improving
access to essential goods and markets for Nepali
residents. [The Kathmandu Post 2]

India, Nepal Prime Ministers hold bilateral
talks on sidelines of UN General Assembly

(iz) On September 23, Nepal's Prime Minister KP
Sharma Oli engaged in bilateral discussions with Indian
Prime Minister Narendra Modi on the sidelines of the
79th United Nations General Assembly in New York,
marking their first meeting since both took office
earlier this year.

Nepal's team comprised Foreign Minister Rana,
Political Adviser Bishnu Rimal, Foreign Secretary Sewa
Lamsal, and the country’'s Permanent Representative
to the United Nations, Lok Bahadur Thapa. Modi was
accompanied by Indian Foreign Minister S. Jaishankar
and Foreign Secretary Vikram Misri. [The Kathmandu
Post 1]

The meeting focused on several critical issues,
including energy, technology, and trade. Both leaders
emphasized the need to activate bilateral mechanisms
to address these matters effectively. However, some
issues that Nepal wished to discuss were not
addressed, as the meeting was a sideline event and
not formally structured. A Nepali diplomat noted that
while the meeting resumed communications at the
highest political level, further discussions will be held
through different working-level mechanisms in the
future. [The Kathmandu Post 2]

The meeting is noteworthy, coming as it does after a
recent address to Parliament by Oli, in which he
ccriticized New Delhi's approach toward Kathmandu,
implying that India is interfering with Nepal's
sovereignty. He announced plans to raise these
concerns at the United Nations General Assembly,
suggesting a desire to complain about India's actions.
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These dynamics had worsened since Foreign Minister
Arzu Rana Deuba'’s recent visit to India, which was
meant to build trust but instead exacerbated mistrust
between Oli and New Delhi. Critics suggest that India
has favored Oli's predecessor, Sher Bahadur Deuba,
raising questions about its stance toward Oli's
government. [The Kathmandu Post 3]

Adding to the dynamics, Nepali internet service
providers (ISPs), primarily reliant on Indian upstream
service providers like Tata and Airtel, are facing
significant payment delays, leading to fears of an
impending internet shutdown. For nearly two years,
ISPs have owed around NPR 6 billion (approximately
USD 45 million) to these companies, but disputes over
taxes and royalties have stalled payments. The
Supreme Court is expected to release a ruling that
could clarify ISPs' payment obligations, but until then,
communication between Nepali ISPs and Indian
vendors remains tense. [The Kathmandu Post 4]

Moreover, security measures have been heightened at
the Nepal-India border in Bardiya to combat the illegal
smuggling of drugs, particularly brown sugar. The
number of arrests related to drug smuggling has
increased significantly, from 91 individuals in the fiscal
year 2022/23 to 207 in 2023/24. Already this fiscal year,
25 individuals have been apprehended for possessing
brown sugar. [The Kathmandu Post 5]

Nepal, Canada discuss bolstering ties

(Iz) Nepal and Canada are discussing strengthening
their bilateral ties, with a focus on education, business,
and development sectors. During a meeting in Ottawa
between Nepal's Foreign Minister, NP Saud Rana, and
Canada's Foreign Minister, Mélanie Joly, the two
countries discussed increasing cooperation,
particularly in education and hydropower. Canada
agreed to explore establishing an embassy in Nepal,
citing the growing number of Nepali students in
Canada and the increase in Canadian tourists visiting
Nepal.

Additionally, both ministers emphasized the
importance of collaboration on international issues
such as multilateralism, climate change, and
sustainable development goals. Joly expressed
Canada's willingness to support Nepal in women's
empowerment initiatives, including the potential
establishment of a women'’s university. They also
agreed to hold further bilateral talks in Kathmandu in
December.
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The meeting also included discussions about
strengthening ties between the two parliaments and
acknowledged the contributions of the Nepali diaspora
in fostering strong people-to-people relationships. [The
Kathmandu Post]

US ambassador discusses progress,
challenges of MCC projects in Nepal,
expresses optimism

(Im/iz) In a recent interview, United States Ambassador
to Nepal, Dean Richard Thompson, discussed the
progress and challenges faced by the Millennium
Challenge Corporation (MCC) projects in Nepal, which
focus on energy and infrastructure development. The
MCC initiative is supported by a USD 500 million grant
from the US government, with an additional USD 200
million contribution from Nepal, making it one of the
largest infrastructure projects in the country.

The energy component of the project includes the
construction of 297 km of transmission lines, aimed at
strengthening Nepal's electricity grid and facilitating
cross-border electricity trade, particularly with India.
Contracts for the sub-stations and an 18 km cross-
border transmission line have already been awarded,
although the broader transmission line package has
faced delays due to cost adjustments and inflation. The
overall goal is to enhance the reliability and capacity of
Nepal's electricity network while allowing the export of
surplus energy to neighboring countries.

In terms of road infrastructure, the MCC project
includes improvements to Nepal's transportation
network, focusing on making roads safer, more
reliable, and easier to maintain.

Despite some hurdles such as global supply chain
disruptions and inflation, Thompson expressed
optimism about completing the MCC projects within
the planned five-year timeline. He emphasized Nepal's
commitment to the project by investing almost USD
200 million and highlighted the importance of
transparency and community involvement throughout
the process.

Thompson also reflected on the 77 years of diplomatic
relations between the US and Nepal, underscoring the
focus on grant-based assistance aimed at supporting
infrastructure, economic development, and women's
empowerment.

He also addressed broader geopolitical issues,
stressing that the Indo-Pacific Strategy is designed to
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support democratic development, economic growth,
and regional security, and dismissed concerns about
US interference in South Asia’s domestic politics. The
ambassador reiterated the need for Nepal to maintain
sovereignty in decision-making, particularly in relation
to the geopolitical dynamics involving China and India.
[The Kathmandu Post 1]

In other updates, the United States Department of
Agriculture has announced a USD 33 million donation
to support school meals in Nepal. This five-year
initiative will be implemented in collaboration with
Nepal's Ministry of Education, Science and Technology,
and the United Nations World Food Programme (WFP).
It aims to enhance student enrollment, attendance,
literacy, and nutrition, especially in remote areas of the
country.

The program will provide daily hot meals to nearly
121,792 pre-primary and primary school children in
1,039 schools across Bajhang, Bajura, and Darchula
Districts in Sudurpaschim Province. The initiative is
expected to benefit over 120,000 children in rural
regions of Nepal. [The Kathmandu Post 2]

US soldier who fled to North Korea was
sentenced with desertion

(ac) On September 20, Pvt. Travis King, who fled to
North Kore in 2023, was sentenced to one year in
confinement and dishonorable discharge after being
pledged guilty to desertion and disobeying orders at a
court material in Texas, USA. According to a US Army
statement, King was also reduced in rank to an E1,
which is the lowest enlisted rank with lowest forfeiture
of pay and allowances. The Army allowed the time he
spent in custody to be counted towards his sentence.
[US Army]

King's guilty plea marked the end of the rare military
desertion involving North Korea and his defections into
North Korea marked the first US soldiers crossing the
DMZ since 1982. King stationed in South Korea, and he
was detained in a South Korean detention center in
2023 for assault charges. Before he was ordered to
leave South Korea, he ‘willfully and without
authorization’ crossed the border to North Korea via
the Demilitarized Zone, where he was quickly detained
by Noth Korean soldiers. King was released in
September 2023 after weeks of negotiations mediated
by the Swedish authority. [New York Times]

King was originally faced with 14 charges, but nine of
the charges were dropped as part of the plea
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agreement. [CNN]

Pakistan seeks to strengthens economic,
security, energy ties with China

(ht/Im) Pakistan's Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif has
outlined the transformative potential of the second
phase of the China-Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC),
emphasizing its focus on key sectors such as
agriculture, information technology, and mineral
resources. Speaking at a reception hosted by the
Chinese embassy in Islamabad for China's National
Day, Sharif highlighted China's commitment to
developing new corridors that focus on growth,
livelihood, innovation, the green economy, and
inclusive regional development. This second phase of
CPEC, according to Sharif, will help boost mutual
cooperation and significantly enhance Pakistan's
economy.

Sharif also acknowledged China's critical role in helping
Pakistan secure a USD 7 billion bailout from the
International Monetary Fund (IMF), praising the
ongoing partnership for fostering regional
development and peace. President Asif Ali Zardari,
present at the event, reaffirmed Pakistan's
commitment to strengthening its strategic ties with
China for shared prosperity and regional stability.
[Arab News 1]

In a separate economic development, China’s Ruyi
Shandong Group announced plans to establish textile
parks in Pakistan’s Sindh and Punjab provinces. These
parks, equipped with automated technology and
powered by solar energy, are expected to boost
Pakistan's textile exports by up to USD 5 billion. The
parks, which will operate with zero carbon emissions,
aim to generate employment for 300,000 to 500,000
people. A memorandum of understanding was signed
between Pakistan’s Board of Investment and Ruyi
Shandong Group, with a special committee led by
Deputy Prime Minister Ishaq Dar overseeing the
project. [Arab News 2]

Additionally, Pakistan's Federal Minister for Petroleum,
Dr. Musadik Malik, has called on Chinese businesses to
invest in joint ventures within Pakistan's energy sector.
Speaking at the 8th Silk Route Expo in Xi'an, China,
Malik highlighted opportunities in oil and gas
exploration, refinery upgrades, and coal conversion
projects. He reassured Chinese companies of full
support from the Pakistani government, emphasizing
Pakistan's vast coal reserves and its goal of
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environmentally responsible resource development.
[Arab News 3]

While in Xi'an, Malik participated in a signing ceremony
for a memorandum of understanding (MOU) with the
Chinese company CCDC. This collaboration aims to
explore investment in technology and joint ventures
for manufacturing chemicals from coal reserves in
Pakistan's Sindh province. Pakistan currently mines
approximately 7.6 million tons of coal annually from
Thar and plans to increase this output to 11 million
tons within three years. [Arab News 4]

In the realm of security cooperation, Pakistan and
China have also agreed to deepen their strategic
partnership in counterterrorism efforts. Interior
Minister Mohsin Naqvi and a high-level Chinese
delegation, led by Minister for Political and Legal
Affairs Chen Mingguo, discussed collaboration on
counterterrorism, cross-border cooperation, and anti-
smuggling measures. The two countries also agreed to
conduct joint police exercises in Gilgit Baltistan or
Xinjiang, with plans to train GB officers at the Xinjiang
Police Academy. [Geo News] [Arab News ]

Pakistan, United States agree to schedule
key talks on trade and investment ‘soon’

(Im/tj) Pakistan and the United States have agreed to
schedule key talks under the Trade and Investment
Framework Agreement (TIFA) in the near future. This
platform helps both countries address issues related
to market access, investment, and trade, and resolve
bilateral disputes. Pakistan's Commerce Minister Jam
Kamal met virtually with U.S. Trade Representative
Katherine Tai, where both sides discussed enhancing
trade relations, particularly in agriculture, textiles, IT,
and e-commerce.

Kamal highlighted Pakistan's agricultural exports, such
as mangoes and dates, and invited Tai to Pakistan’s
TEXPO event in October, which she expressed interest
in attending. Tai, in turn, invited Kamal to visit
Washington to further explore trade opportunities.
[Arab News 1]

In related updates, Pakistan's Ambassador to the US,
Rizwan Saeed Sheikh, recently presented his Letter of
Credence to US President Joe Biden. The newly
appointed Pakistani ambassador met with President
Biden who reaffirmed the US' support for Pakistan in
tackling the most pressing global and regional
challenges of the time. According to President Biden,
the relationship between the two countries remains
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important for regional stability and security. The US
appreciates US-Pakistan cooperation in countering
terrorist threats. [Geo News]

Pakistan, Russia expand economic ties
amid Western sanctions

(ja) Pakistan and Russia are advancing their economic
ties despite Western sanctions imposed on Moscow
due to its conflict with Ukraine. Last week, Russian
Deputy Prime Minister Alexei Overchuk visited
Islamabad, meeting with Prime Minister Shehbaz
Sharif, Deputy Prime Minister Ishaqg Dar, and Army
Chief General Asim Munir to explore opportunities for
cooperation across various sectors.

Bilateral trade between the two nations reached a
record USD 1 billion last year, and Overchuk's visit
focused on enhancing this economic relationship.
Discussions covered expanding cooperation in trade,
energy, connectivity, and security. Sharif emphasized
that strengthening ties with Russia is a key element of
Pakistan's foreign policy, as Islamabad seeks to
diversify its international partnerships.

Both nations are exploring increased collaboration in
liquefied natural gas (LNG) purchases, though
international sanctions have created challenges in
terms of banking and logistics. Despite these
constraints, Pakistan and Russia are working to
overcome these hurdles and deepen their cooperation.
A memorandum of understanding was signed to
strengthen collaboration in energy, IT, agriculture,
science, and education. [Voice of America] [Arab News]

Pakistan, United Kingdom eye major trade
boost amid high-ranking British official’s
visit to Islamabad

(Im) Pakistan and the UK are aiming for a significant
boost in bilateral trade, as British Trade Commissioner
Oliver Christian visits Islamabad. During his three-day
trip, Christian, who has facilitated over GBP 78 billion
in investment and export deals, met with Pakistan's
Commerce Minister Jam Kamal to explore
collaboration opportunities. They discussed enhancing
trade volume, particularly in the food sector and
emerging industries like information technology and
olive production.
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The UK, diversifying its imports post-Brexit, views
Pakistan as a key supplier of food products. The visit
will also see announcements of new partnerships,
including a strategic education agreement and a new
hospital project in Islamabad. The UK's total trade with
Pakistan currently stands at USD 5 billion, making it the
country's third-largest export market. [Arab News 1]

Separately, the United Kingdom has announced
support for seven climate change projects in Pakistan,
backed by funding through the Climate Finance
Accelerator (CFA), a technical assistance program
valued at GBP 12.6 million (USD 16.8 million). These
projects aim to reduce carbon emissions and promote
clean energy sources. Key initiatives include building a
500MW floating solar project at Keenjhar Lake,
converting agricultural waste into biochar to boost
crop yields, and expanding the production of zero-
emission electric motorbikes. The projects will receive
one-on-one support, including financial and social
inclusion advice, to attract investment. [Arab News 2]

Pakistan minister terms Egypt’s stability,
progress ‘vital’ for peace in Middle East

(Im) Pakistan's Defense Minister Khawaja Asif has
emphasized that Egypt's stability and progress are
crucial for peace and prosperity in the Middle East.
This statement followed Asif's meeting with Egypt's
Ambassador to Pakistan, Dr. Ihab Abdelhamid Hassan,
where the two discussed ways to strengthen bilateral
relations, especially in defense production. Asif noted
the strong potential for growth in various fields
between the two countries, which have maintained
friendly ties since 1947. The meeting highlighted the
importance of enhancing cooperation in defense,
trade, and other sectors, underscoring the long-
standing diplomatic relationship between Pakistan and
Egypt. [Arab News]

UAE’s AD Ports delegation discusses
investment opportunities with Pakistan’s
Deputy Prime Minister

(Im) A high-ranking delegation from the United Arab
Emirates's (UAE) Abu Dhabi (AD) Ports Group met with
Pakistan's Deputy Prime Minister Ishaq Dar to explore
investment opportunities, particularly in the aviation
sector. This discussion is part of Pakistan's broader
strategy to attract foreign investments, particularly
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from Gulf nations, to bolster its struggling USD 350
billion economy.

Pakistan has been facing a prolonged macroeconomic
crisis marked by a weak currency, low foreign reserves,
and a balance of payments issue. In response, it has
increased efforts to secure international investments,
especially from the UAE and other Gulf nations. In July
2024, AD Ports signed an agreement to invest USD 250
million over ten years to build an advanced port facility
in Karachi.

The UAE is Pakistan’s third-largest trading partner, with
strong commercial exchanges facilitated by proximity
and low transportation costs. Additionally, over a
million Pakistani expatriates live in the UAE, making it
the second-largest source of remittances to Pakistan
after Saudi Arabia. [Arab News]

Japanese firms to expand investments in
the Philippines

(ga) Japanese companies are set to boost their
investments in the Philippines following the anticipated
enactment of the Corporate Recovery and Tax
Incentives for Enterprises to Maximize Opportunities
for Reinvigorating the Economy (CREATE MORE) bill.
This legislation aims to address issues related to the
value-added tax (VAT) refund system and foster
business growth by reducing the corporate income tax
rate from 25 percent to 20 percent.

During a recent trip to Japan, Department of Trade and
Industry Acting Secretary Cristina Roque met with
executives from five major firms, including Itochu
Corp. and MinebeaMitsumi. These companies
underscored the Philippines' increasing significance for
their operations and expressed plans for expansion
driven by the CREATE MORE bill, which has already
received approval from a congressional bicameral
conference committee. [Philippines News Agency]

In related news, Philippine President Ferdinand Marcos
Jr. met with Masumi Kakinoki, President and CEO of
Marubeni Corporation, on September 17. They
discussed strengthening collaboration between the
Philippines and the Japanese trading conglomerate.
Kakinoki reaffirmed Marubeni's commitment to
expanding investments in renewable energy projects
such as mini-hydro, solar, and wind, while continuing
efforts to enhance water supply in Metropolitan
Manila. [Manila Bulletin]
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Philippines, Japan to conduct
humanitarian exercise in Cebu

(ga) The Philippine Air Force (PAF) and Japan's Air Self-
Defense Force (JASDF) will conduct the third "Doshin
Bayanihan" Exercise from October 2 to 6 in Mactan,
Cebu. This bilateral exercise focuses on humanitarian
assistance and disaster response, including air
evacuation, aerial drop operations, and mass casualty
management.

The PAF will also host the "Sanay-Bagwis" exercise from
September 30 to October 1, aimed at enhancing
interoperability within its own forces. [Manila
Standard]

Philippine Navy hosts bilateral talks with
Royal Malaysian Navy

(ga) The Philippine Navy hosted the 26th Navy-to-Navy
Talks (N2NT) with the Royal Malaysian Navy (RMN) on
September 18 in Makati, the discussions aimed to
enhance maritime security and cooperation between
the two naval forces. The N2NT was originally
established as the Malaysia-Philippines Combined
Naval Working Group (CNWG) and renamed in 2022 to
reflect its broader strategic focus.

The partnership is viewed as crucial for promoting
regional stability and ensuring maritime safety, with
both sides reaffirming their commitment to closer
defence relations, which are expected to yield concrete
benefits for the regional maritime community.
[Philippine Navy]

Philippines, Singapore conduct table-top
exercise to enhance humanitarian
assistance, disaster relief

(rr) The militaries of the Philippines and Singapore
conducted a table-top exercise on September 18-19,
focused on enhancing coordination and
interoperability during humanitarian assistance and
disaster relief (HADR) missions. Held at the Office of
Civil Defense in Quezon City, the exercise involved the
Singapore Armed Forces' Changi Regional
Humanitarian Assistance and Disaster Relief
Coordination Centre.

Key objectives included strengthening relationships,
improving joint operations, and promoting the OPERA
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v2 Computer Information System for information
sharing. Participants engaged in a scenario involving a
major earthquake in Central Luzon and Metro Manila,
followed by academic sessions on disaster
management frameworks. [Philippine News Agency]

Philippines invite Singaporean investors
to explore opportunities

(ga) Philippines' Finance Secretary Ralph Recto urged
Singaporean investors to explore opportunities in the
Philippines during the 4th Philippine-Singapore
Business and Investment Summit (PSBIS) on
September 19 in Singapore. He emphasized the
significance of the upcoming Corporate Recovery and
Tax Incentives for Enterprises to Maximize
Opportunities for Reinvigorating the Economy (CREATE
MORE) bill, which aims to streamline business
compliance and enhance fiscal incentives for investors.

The bill is expected to exempt export-oriented
enterprises from value-added tax and provide a 5
percent reduction in corporate income tax for
registered business enterprises with significant
investments. Secretary Recto highlighted the potential
for collaboration on the Philippines' 186 flagship
infrastructure projects and called for more
participation from Singaporean firms, especially in
high-priority sectors like clean energy and technology.
[Philippine News Agency]

In related updates, Mindanao Development Authority
(MinDA) Chairman Leo Tereso Magno discussed
investment and business opportunities in Mindanao,
emphasizing the region’s potential for economic
growth during the summit. He affirmed the importance
of the meeting as a platform to promote Mindanao's
business landscape and its vibrant culture, aimed to
establish connections with Singaporean businesses.

MinDA also facilitated a networking session, allowing
Mindanao participants to engage with over 30
Singaporean business leaders. The delegation further
conducted site visits and meetings with partners,
including Nanyang Technological University and the
DHL Asia Pacific Innovation Center, to explore further
collaboration opportunities. [Manila Bulletin]

Philippine Air Force, Hawaii Army
National Guard collaborate on aircraft
maintenance
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(ga) The Philippine Air Force (PAF) and the Hawaii Army
National Guard (HING) held a five-day subject matter
expert exchange on aircraft maintenance from
September 16 to 20 in Mactan, Cebu. The exchange
involved 35 personnel from the PAF's 205th Tactical
Helicopter Wing and 13 operatives from HING,
focusing on best practices for maintaining the PAF's S-
70i "Black Hawk" helicopters.

The discussions and practical demonstrations aimed to
enhance PAF's maintenance capabilities, improve
interoperability, and maximize the operational
readiness of its aircraft to support various missions of
the Armed Forces of the Philippines. Topics covered
included general maintenance procedures, component
inspection, and the use of specialized tools and
equipment for effective aircraft servicing and upkeep.
[Philippine News Agency]

Romania to open government scholarship
applications for Filipinos in January 2025

(rr) Romania will open applications for its government
scholarship program for foreign nationals from non-EU
countries, including the Philippines, in January 2025.
Romanian Ambassador Raduta Dana Matache
encouraged Filipinos to apply for the "Study in
Romania" program, which covers tuition and expenses
for a Romanian language preparatory year.

The program offers diverse fields of study and is cost-
effective, with a lower cost of living than other
European countries. It is funded by Romania's Ministry
of Foreign Affairs and Ministry of Education, with a
competitive selection process—over 81,000
applications were submitted in 2024. [Philippine News
Agency]

Philippines strengthens defense ties as
German Navy makes first port call

(ga) The Philippines strengthened its defense relations
with Germany during a visit from State Secretary for
Defence Nils Hilmer on September 18. Senior
Undersecretary Irineo C. Espino welcomed Secretary
Hilmer in Quezon City, coinciding with the port call of
the German Navy's frigate Baden-Wurttemberg and
replenishment ship Frankfurt am Main.

This visit follows a recent defense ministerial meeting
where both nations agreed to pursue a broader
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defense cooperation agreement. Undersecretary
Espino noted Germany's enhanced presence in the
Indo-Pacific, reflecting its commitment to international
law and regional stability, while Hilmer emphasized the
connection between the security situations of both
countries and Germany's support for the 2016 South
China Sea Arbitral Award.

Both officials affirmed the importance of collaboration
in areas such as training, peacekeeping, cyber defense,
and defense industry initiatives. The meeting
concluded with a mutual commitment to finalize the
defense cooperation agreement, establishing a
framework for future joint activities. [Department of
National Defense Philippines]

Philippines, Uzbekistan hold bilateral
consultations

(ga) The Philippines and Uzbekistan held their third
round of bilateral consultations in Tashkent on
September 17, marking their first in-person meeting
since 2021. Both sides discussed a range of
cooperation areas including politics, trade, consular
matters, labor, migration, and cultural exchanges.

Undersecretary Ma. Theresa P. Lazaro emphasized the
Philippines' interest in enhancing its presence in
Central Asia and noted a recent UDS 10 million
investment by the Filipino company Liwayway
Marketing Corporation in Tashkent. Both countries
reaffirmed their commitment to deepening their
partnership and addressing shared regional and
international issues. [Department of Foreign Affairs
Philippines]

South Korea warns of miliary action
against North Korea's trash balloons
campaign

(ac) On September 23, South Korea's Joint Chief of Staff
(JCS) asserted that South Korea may respond to North
Korea with military actions should North Korea ‘cross
the line’ with its trash balloons campaign causing
causalities. JCS' statement came after North Korea's
latest launch, where 120 balloons were sent from
September 22 to 23. As of September 23, North Korea
utilized USD 411,500 dollars and sent a total of 5,500
trash balloons on 22 occasions since May 28.
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JCS criticized North Korea for “continuing and causing
inconvenience and anxiety to the (South Korean)
public,” while emphasizing that the act is a “low-level
act” with an intent to incite conflict. JCS also shared the
concerns that the balloons may carry explosive
substances and shooting down the balloons may lead
to bigger safety concerns for the public. [Yonhap News]

Adding to the discussions of security concerns,
scholars suggested that though the South Korean
military were able to detect the balloons, it is
impossible to track every debris, which might contain
biological weapons or hazardous materials. [The New
York Times]

North Korea vows to develop friendly ties
with China

(ac) North Korea's leader Kim Jong Un has sent a reply
letter on September 15 to Xi Jinping, expressing
willingness to develop friendly ties with China. The
reply letter was sent following Xi's congratulating letter

to North Korea's 76" years of foundations anniversary.

In the letter, Kim emphasized the historical importance
of North Korea-China relations and wished success for
the Chinese people in their efforts to build a “socialist
state.”

The exchange letter came as relations between North
Korea and China have cooled over increasing
cooperation between Pyongyang and Moscow. In a
recent move, North Korea protested China’s plan to
install telecommunications facilities near their shared
border. As this year marks the 75th anniversary of
bilateral relations between North Korea and China, this
protest is particularly noteworthy (see AiR No. 36,
September/2024, 1). [Yonhap News]

North Korea’'s new ambassador to Cuba
begins duty and vows to develop
cooperation

(ac) On September 20, North Korea's new ambassador
to Cuba, Han Su-Chol, vowed to strengthen ties with
Cuba, following Cuba'’s diplomatic establishment with
South Korea in a significant setback.

During the meeting, Han presented his credentials to
Cuban Vice President Salvador Valdes Mesa, who
accepted the credentials. Han underscored the long-
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standing historical ties between the two nations. On
the other hand, Valdes Mesa described North Korea as
a 'sister nation’, citing the shared struggles against
imperialism. [Yonhap News]

China, Seychelles celebrate 48 years of
friendship

(sa) At a recent National Day reception for China's 75th
Anniversary, Chinese Ambassador to Seychelles, Lin
Nan, highlighted the strong friendship between China
and Seychelles, which has thrived since diplomatic ties
were established 48 years ago. She expressed
gratitude for Seychelles’ commitment to the one-China
policy and emphasized the positive impact of Chinese-
funded projects, such as the National Assembly
building and various healthcare facilities.

Ambassador Nan noted a recent elevation of their
relationship to a strategic partnership following a
meeting between Chinese President Xi Jinping and
Seychelles President Wavel Ramkalawan. She
reaffirmed China's commitment to enhancing
economic cooperation and promised to increase
imports of quality Seychelles products while expanding
collaboration in fisheries, health, and maritime
security.

Designated Minister Jean-Francois Ferrari
acknowledged China'’s reliability in supporting
Seychelles' development, particularly highlighting the
return of the Chinese Navy hospital ship, Peace Ark,
and the presence of Chinese medical experts. He
reiterated Seychelles’ commitment to further
strengthening its longstanding relationship with China.
[Seychelles News Agency]

Seychelles, Cuba strengthen healthcare
collaboration

(sa) In a recent meeting, Seychelles President Wavel
Ramkalawan and Cuba’s Minister of Public Health, José
Angel Portal Miranda, discussed their nations'
longstanding cooperation and explored new
opportunities for collaboration. Ramkalawan
expressed gratitude for the Cuban medical brigade,
which significantly enhances healthcare services in
Seychelles.

The partnership extends to education, with
scholarships enabling Seychellois students to study
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medicine in Cuba, thereby strengthening the nation’s
healthcare capacity. Ramkalawan toured key health
institutions and met with Seychellois students in Cuba,
providing them a platform to share their academic
experiences.[Seychelles News Agency 1] [Seychelles
News Agency 2] [Seychelles News Agency 3]

Prime Minister of Bhutan visit Singapore

(ga) Bhutan’s Prime Minister Tshering Tobgay visited
Singapore from September 17 to 19. This is his third
visit to the city-state, following his last visit in
September 2017. Prime Minister Tobgay met with
President Tharman Shanmugaratnam and Minister for
Foreign Affairs Dr. Vivian Balakrishnan. Discussions
focused on investment opportunities in Bhutan's
Gelephu Mindfulness City, as well as cooperation in
human resource development, public sector reforms,
and tourism promotion.

Prime Minister Tobgay further met with Prime Minister
Lawrence Wong and Senior Minister Lee Hsien Loong.
The visit discussed the ongoing strong relations
between the two countries, focusing on areas such as
sustainability, healthcare, and skills development.
[Ministry of Foreign Affairs Singapore] [Bhutan Times]

Singapore, United States Defense
Innovation Unit collab to tackle
‘unauthorized drones’ in Indo-Pacific

(Im) The US Defense Innovation Unit (DIU) and
Singapore's Ministry of Defence are collaborating on a
12-week initiative to develop new communication
systems for countering unauthorized drones near
coastlines.

The effort focuses on enhancing security in the Indo-
Pacific region while also supporting humanitarian
missions. Early to mid-stage companies from eligible
countries can participate, with a USD 300,000 prize
pool.

This is the first project under a May 2024 defense
cooperation agreement between the US and
Singapore, focusing on drone systems and
electromagnetic interference resilience. [Breaking
Defense]
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Rwandan President Paul Kagame visits
Singapore

(Im) During his visit to Singapore, Rwandan President
Paul Kagame met with President Tharman
Shanmugaratnam, Prime Minister Lawrence Wong, and
Senior Minister Lee Hsien Loong. The leaders
discussed strengthening bilateral cooperation in areas
such as carbon credits, fintech, digitalization, and
water resilience.

President Tharman praised Rwanda's progress in
overcoming its past conflicts, notably the 1994
genocide, and highlighted Rwanda’s economic growth.
Kagame was hosted to a meal by Senior Minister Lee,
where they exchanged views on regional and
international developments, including Rwanda's role in
the East African Community. [The Straits Times]

South Korea, Czech Republic to bolster
cooperation

(jb) From September 19-22, South Korea President
Yoon Suk Yeol visited the Czech Republic to deepen
economic cooperation, marking the first visit by a
South Korean president in nine years.

Yoon vows to expand nuclear energy cooperation

During a summit in Prague with Czech President Petr
Pavel, South Korean President Yoon Suk Yeol
announced that South Korean-Czech bilateral
industrial ties would extend beyond the whopping USD
17.4 billion Dukovany nuclear power plant deal signed
by both countries. The announcement comes after a
consortium led by Korea Hydro and Nuclear Power
(KHNP) won the bid for the Dukovany nuclear power
plant ecosystem located in the Czech Republic.

Yoon highlighted that the scope of their relationship
would include energy security and the development of
high technologies to improve both nations’ economic
and energy cooperation and development. The Yoon
administration will also closely oversee the progress of
the two nuclear reactors, which are part of the deal,
until their first contract is signed in March 2025,
reports anticipate.

However, concerns about the advancement of the deal
have been raised after Westinghouse Electric and EDF,
two energy companies based in the US and France
respectively, filed official complaints since they lost the
bid for the Dukovany power plant (see AiR No. 30,
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July/2024, 4). Westinghouse and EDP claimed that
KHNP cannot invest in the development of the nuclear
reactors as the reactor technologies used by KHNP are
their intellectual property, causing complications in the
signing of the energy deal. South Korea is also
cognizant of the need to not cause trouble with their
American allies, aiming instead to sign a deal with the
US for extended cooperation on energy and economic
development. [The Korea Times]

56 MoUs, agreements signed

During Yoon's visit, the two nations signed a total of 56
Memorandums of Understanding (MOU) involving a
range of bilateral cooperation, including regarding the
development of energy industries. [Korea JoongAng
Daily]

Direct flights to be increased

Both nations have agreed to increase the number of
direct flights to and from South Korea and the Czech
Republic in anticipation of increased opportunities for
travel for citizens of both nations.

At present, flights between the two nations are
operated solely by Korean Air and run four days a
week, not the newly proposed seven-day schedule.
Czech Airlines, which previously serviced the Incheon-
Prague route, ceased direct flight operations after the
COVID-19 pandemic began in 2020. [The Korea Herald

1]

South Korea to inject USD 37 million joint R&D projects

Meanwhile, Senior Presidential Secretary for Science
and Technology of South Korea, Park Sang Ook,
informed the media in Seoul that a total of USD 37
million will be injected by South Korea into joint
Research and Development projects with the Czech
Republic on nuclear energy, biotechnology, chemicals,
aviation and artificial intelligence, among other sectors.

While both nations enjoyed economic cooperation
between 1995 and 2015, the investment and
involvement in the relationship is to see a 20-fold
surge, said Park. The focus of their bilateral
cooperation was previously on biotechnology and
chemical industries and will now shift to nuclear
energy, artificial intelligence and hydrogen. The exact
details of spending for each sector are yet to be
revealed. [The Korea Herald 2]
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Iraq to purchase South Korean missile
defense system

(ac) Irag has secured a USD 2.78 billion deal with South
Korea's defense company LIG Nex1 for its Cheongung-|
missile defense system. The agreement, signed with
Irag's Ministry of Defense, marks the third export of
the Cheongung-I system, following sales to the United
Arab Emirates and Saudi Arabia. Specific details of the
deal were not disclosed for security reasons.

The Cheongung-l is a domestically developed medium-
range surface-to-air missile (M-SAM) system. LIG Nex1
produces the missile and integrates the system, while
Hanwha Aerospace develops the launchers and
vehicles, and Hanwha Systems provides the radar.
[Korea JoongAng Daily]

South Korea Minister of Unification urges
N. Korea to repatriate detained South
Korean nationals

(ac) On September 20, South Korea’s Minister of
Unification Kim Yung-Ho demanded that North Korea
“immediately and unconditionally” repatriates detained
South Korean missionary and nationals. The statement
was made after several South Korean missionaries
were arrested in North Korea. They were later accused
of spying and sentenced to hard labor for life.

Kim vowed to bolster international efforts to pressure
North Korea with the attempt to resolve the issues of
North Korean abductees, detainees, and prisoners of
wars.

South Korea estimates that 516 South Koreans were
kidnapped by North Korea and an estimated 60,000
South Korean prisoners of wars were missing after
being detained in North Korea. [Yonhap News]

India, South Korea eye upgrading trade
pact

(dqgl) India and South Korea discussed upgrading their
existing free trade agreement, the Comprehensive
Economic Partnership Agreement (CEPA), to address
trade imbalances, promote investments, and remove
non-tariff barriers. The talks took place between Indian
Commerce Minister Piyush Goyal and his South Korean
counterpart Inkyo Cheong on the sidelines of the 12th
East Asia Summit Economic Ministers' Meeting in Laos.
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Both sides are working towards increasing market
access for products such as steel, rice, and shrimp,
while addressing India's concerns over the trade deficit
and non-tariff barriers that restrict Indian exports.
India has raised issues over South Korean firms not
purchasing Indian steel, contributing to the trade
imbalance, with India’s trade deficit with South Korea
increasing in recent years.

The CEPA, operational since 2010, has undergone over
10 rounds of review, and both sides hope the upgrade
will deepen economic cooperation. [Business
Standard]

Sri Lanka's new high commissioner to
Canada emphasizes strengthening ties

(sa) U. L. Mohammed Jauhar has officially assumed his
role as Sri Lanka's High Commissioner to Canada,
presenting his Letters of Credence to Governor
General Mary Simon. Jauhar expressed his
commitment to strengthening diplomatic relations and
enhancing collaboration on global issues. He aims to
engage more effectively with the Sri Lankan diaspora in
Canada, emphasizing their importance in fostering
bilateral ties. [Colombo Gazette]

Russia declares Taiwan enemy

(am) Taiwan was mentioned on the new list of 47
enemy countries published on September 20.
According to the list, Taiwan has “values inimical to
Russia”. [Taiwan News]

Taiwan was listed as “Taiwan (China)” due to Russia’s
recognition of the one China policy. Other Asian
countries included were Japan, South Korea, and
Singapore. In Europe virtually all the European Union
members were mentioned.

The first “enemy list” was published in 2021 and only
included the US and Czech Republic. Since the 2022
invasion of Ukraine the list has expanded rapidly.

Taiwan military spots Chinese carrier
group off its east coast

(hs/am) On September 18, Taiwan detected a Chinese
carrier group sailing off its east coast towards Japan's
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Yonaguni Island, about 110 km from Taiwan. Taiwan’s
Ministry of Defense confirmed the fleet had passed
through the Bashi Channel into the western Pacific.
Japan also spotted the same group, paralleling
Taiwan's location, and has expressed concern over
increased Chinese military activity near its waters,
including an incident on August 31, when a Chinese
survey vessel entered Japanese waters. [Reuters]
[Taipei Times] [Reuters]

Following the incident, Taiwanese Defense Minister
Wellington Koo highlighted the challenge posed by the
increasing scale of China's military exercises, which
make it more difficult to detect training, large-scale
drills and potential war preparations.

These activities have increased sharply since Beijing-
despised Taiwanese President Lai Ching-te of the
independence-leaning ruling Democratic Progressive
Party took office in May. This year, Taiwan's military
has reported a record 2,076 incursions by China’s
People’s Liberation Army (PLA) into its air defense
identification zone.

Earlier this month, the PLA conducted its largest
amphibious landing drills on China's southeast coast,
seen as preparation for an invasion of Taiwan.
Additionally, China has deployed more non-military
ships near Taiwan, which experts believe gather ocean
data for potential submarine warfare and simulate
blockades. [Financial Times]

China suspends Taiwanese tariff
exemptions

(am) The Chinese Government has declared that
starting from September 25, it will suspend tariff
exemptions on 34 Taiwanese agricultural products.
This is in response to both Taiwan'’s recent restrictions
on Chinese products, and for President Ching-te’s pro-
independence attitude. [Investment Monitor]

The tariff exemptions amount to nearly USD 1.08
million annually and assisted Taiwanese agricultural
producers in growing their businesses.

The Taiwanese Government has described these
actions as amounting to “economic coercion” and a
“weaponization of trade” that will foster resentment
among Taiwanese. [RFA]

China tails US aircraft over Taiwan Strait
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(am) On September 17 Chinese fighter jets tailed an
American military plane flying through the Taiwan
Strait. The US P-8A Poseidon was followed until it
exited the region. [VOA].

The US Navy's Seventh Fleet released a statement
stating that “by operating within the Taiwan Strait in
accordance with international law, the United States
upholds the navigational rights and freedoms of all
nations”.

As part of its claim over Taiwan, China also asserts
jurisdiction over the strait.

The Chinese Government justified its actions as an act
in defense of its national sovereignty.

US Senators introduces bill with Taiwan
supporting provisions

(am) On September 19, 11 Republican Senators
introduced a bill containing provisions which
strengthen US support for Taiwan against Chinese
aggression. Among other things, the “STRATEGIC ACT
of 2024" includes provisions establishing a task force
which would identify targets for sanctions in response
to substantial threats to Taiwan. [Taipei Times]

The bill also requires the US government to cease any
restrictions on direct interactions with the Taiwanese
government. It moreover allows any obsolete or
surplus US war reserve stocks to be transferred to
Taiwan. [Focus Taiwan].

In an earlier move this month, the US House passed
multiple bills addressing cross-strait relations,
reflecting a bipartisan consensus in Congress that
China is the US's primary security threat. [Foreign
Relations Committee]

Taiwan’s TSMC rejects rumors of new
overseas investment

(am) The Taiwan Semiconductor Manufacturing
Company (TSMC) said on September 23 it has no new
concrete overseas expansion plans. Earlier it had been
rumored that top TSMC executives were negotiating in
the United Arab Emirates. [Focus Taiwan]

TSMC announced that while it is open to “new
constructive discussions on promoting the
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development of the semiconductor industry”, it
remains focused on current projects.

Earlier on September 22, Wall Street Journal had
reported TSMC staff were seeking to construct
chipmaking facilities in the UAE. Samsung is allegedly
also interested in building chipmaking plans in the
region. [Wall Street Journal].

Italian combat ship to dock in Thailand'’s
Laem Chabang

(Im) The Italian multipurpose combat ship Raimondo
Montecuccoli will arrive at Laem Chabang in Chon Buri
on September 23, following previous stops in Japan
and South Korea, where it conducted maritime
monitoring and surveillance. The ship, built entirely in
Italy, is designed for both military operations, including
patrol and surface combat, and disaster relief activities
for civilians.

The Raimondo Montecuccoli is the third of seven
planned multipurpose combat ships, with this vessel
configured for anti-air warfare. It was launched in May
2015 as part of the Italian navy's renewal plan. The
ship, managed under the Organisation for Joint
Armament Cooperation, will leave Laem Chabang on
September 27 to resume operations. [Bangkok Post]

Australia urges enhanced economic
dialogue with Thailand

(Im) Australia's Assistant Minister of Trade, Tim Ayres,
has called for more strategic economic dialogue to
ensure the continued relevance of the Thailand-
Australia Free Trade Agreement (TAFTA) amid global
economic uncertainties. Speaking after a meeting with
Thailand's Commerce Ministry representatives, he
highlighted the need for discussions to address the
rapid geopolitical shifts impacting trade.

The dialogue, co-chaired by Ayres and Deputy
Commerce Minister Suchart Chomklin, celebrated the
20th anniversary of TAFTA. Ayres noted that since the
agreement's inception, bilateral trade has significantly
increased, reaching approximately USD 32 billion last
year, leading to job creation and investment
opportunities in both nations. [Bangkok Post]
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Timor-Leste minister prepares for official
visit to Brunei to discuss cooperation in
oil and gas sector

(mu) On 18 September, Timor-Leste's Minister of the
Presidency of the Council of Ministers, Agio Pereira,
met with the Ambassador of Brunei Darussalam to
Timor-Leste, Wan Hadfi Latif, to discuss developments
in the oil and gas sectors of both nations. This meeting
was held in preparation for Minister Pereira's official
visit to Brunei Darussalam from October 6-11.

The discussions highlighted Brunei's successful
experience in developing its oil and gas sector, which
was presented as a valuable example for Timor-Leste,
particularly as it navigates crucial negotiations
regarding the Greater Sunrise project. This large-scale
oil and gas initiative involves significant natural gas and
oil reserves in the Timor Sea and has been a long-
standing subject of negotiation between Timor-Leste
and Australia due to its economic potential.

During his visit, Minister Pereira will meet with key
Bruneian officials, including the Vice Minister of Energy
and the Minister of Finance and Economy Il, to explore
best practices in energy management and foster
opportunities for collaboration. Ambassador Latif also
encouraged Minister Pereira to visit Brunei's advanced
refining and petrochemical complex, which could serve
as a model for future industrial developments in
Timor-Leste. [Government of Timor-Leste]

Vietnam's deputy defense minister visits
North Korea in rare trip

(wn) Vietnam’s Deputy Defense Minister, Senior Lt.
Gen. Hoang Xuan Chien, recently completed a rare visit
to North Korea to strengthen defense cooperation
between the two countries. During the visit, Chien held
talks with North Korea’s Deputy Defense Minister, Lt.
Gen. Kim Min Sop, where they discussed global and
regional matters, defense policies, and agreed to
continue exchanges in areas such as military medicine,
technology, and defense industry.

The visit has raised concerns, particularly due to North
Korea's recent unveiling of centrifuges used for
uranium enrichment and its status under United
Nations sanctions. Analysts warn that closer ties with
North Korea could harm Vietnam'’s relations with the
United States and South Korea, especially as Vietnam
recently enhanced defense ties with Washington. The
trip may also send misleading signals about Vietham's


https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-eurtrut-l-dht/

position as a responsible global actor, particularly
given its ties with South Korea, one of its key strategic
partners. [Radio Free Asia]

Vietnam eyes Singapore's expertise in
building smart cities

(cc) Vietnam is actively seeking to learn from
Singapore's experience in developing successful smart
cities, according to a recent address by Associate
Professor Vu Minh Khuong at a meeting in Hanoi.
Professor Khuong, a renowned expert on smart city
development at the Lee Kuan Yew School of Public
Policy at the National University of Singapore,
highlighted Singapore as a model for Vietnam to
emulate.

Singapore's smart city initiatives have garnered
international acclaim for their effectiveness. The
nation's success hinges on a centralized approach,
where the government plays a leading role in planning,
coordination, and implementation. This centralized
model contrasts with other approaches, such as
Copenhagen's emphasis on citizen participation or
Dubai's reliance on private sector expertise.

Professor Khuong emphasized the importance of
tailoring smart city development strategies to local
contexts. While Singapore's model offers valuable
insights, Vietnam should adapt it to its unique needs
and priorities. In particular, Professor Khuong stressed
the importance of balancing economic development
with environmental protection. Vietnam should
prioritize "green development" to attract investment
and create a sustainable future for its smart cities.
[Nhan Dan Newspaper]

Vietnam, Cuba look forward to renewed
cooperation with upcoming high-Level
visit

(cc) Vietnamese Party General Secretary and President
To Lam's forthcoming state visit to Cuba is expected to
enhance bilateral ties, ushering in a new phase of
cooperation and friendship between the two nations.
This visit coincides with the 65th anniversary of
diplomatic relations and aims to diversify economic
ties, aligning them more closely with the strong
political relationship.
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Key areas of cooperation include agriculture,
pharmaceuticals, biotechnology, energy, tourism, and
digital transformation. Both countries plan to optimize
their trade agreement and strengthen local-level
cooperation to further solidify their partnership.

During the visit, Lam is expected to engage with senior
Cuban leaders, review existing cooperation
mechanisms, and sign significant agreements related
to party and local collaboration. Additionally, the
Cuban government may announce new investment
projects by Vietnamese businesses, reinforcing
Vietnam's position as the largest investor from the
Asia-Pacific region in Cuba. [Vietham News]

Vietnam, Saudi Arabia celebrate 25 years
of diplomatic relations

(cc) On September 23, 2024, Mohammed Ismaeil A.
Dahlwy, the Saudi Ambassador to Vietnam, celebrated
the 94th Saudi National Day and the 25th anniversary
of diplomatic relations between Saudi Arabia and
Vietnam.

Since the establishment of diplomatic ties in 1999,
both countries have strengthened their relationship,
demonstrated by high-level visits and the signing of
multiple agreements, including those focused on crime
prevention and commerce. Recent bilateral trade has
surged, reaching USD 2.68 billion in 2023, with
significant growth expected in the future as both
nations explore further economic opportunities.

Cultural exchanges have also played a crucial role in
deepening ties, with various events organized to
celebrate the anniversary and enhance mutual
understanding. The signing of an action program for
tourism cooperation in October 2023 further
underscores the commitment to boosting two-way
tourist flows. [Vietham News]

Announcements
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Upcoming online events

25 September 2024 @ 5:00 - 6:30 p.m., (GMT +2),
Stockholm International Peace Research Institute,
Sweden

Dynamics of Peace and Conflict: The
Future of the Island of Ireland

This event explores the evolving political landscapes of
Northern and Southern Ireland, focusing on complex
negotiations involving identity, sovereignty, and
reconciliation. Brendan O'Leary, an authority on Irish
politics, will share insights into the challenges and
prospects for peace on the island of Ireland.

For more information visit [Stockholm International
Peace Research Institute].

25 September 2024 @ 10:45 a.m., (GMT -4), Council
on Foreign Relations, USA

A Conversation With President Rashad Al-
Alimi of Yemen

President Rashad Al-Alimi will discuss Yemen's foreign
policy priorities, regional security, and the
humanitarian situation, providing insights into the
country's challenges and future direction.

For more information visit [Council on Foreign
Relations].

25 September 2024 @ 4:00 p.m., (GMT -4), Council on
Foreign Relations, USA
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Blueprints for a Greener Tomorrow: A
Conversation With Prime Minister Mia
Mottley of Barbados

Prime Minister Mia Mottley will discuss the urgent
need for global financial reforms to support developing
countries, address climate change, and create a
sustainable and resilient future for Barbados and
similar nations.

For more information visit [Council on Foreign
Relations].

25 September 2024 @ 5:45 p.m., (GMT -4), Council on
Foreign Relations, USA

A Conversation With Surgeon General
Vivek Murthy

Dr. Vivek Murthy will discuss his work addressing the
loneliness epidemic, the importance of social
connections, and strategies to combat the youth
mental health crisis in the United States.

For more information visit [Council on Foreign
Relations].

25 September 2024 @ 10:30 - 11:45 a.m., (GMT +2),
ECFR Africa, Berlin, Germany

Critical Minerals and EU-Africa Strategic
Partnerships: Where Do We Stand?

Experts and policymakers will debate the EU-Africa
dialogue on critical minerals, exploring policy and
implementation options to enhance these strategic
partnerships in a competitive global environment.

For more information visit [ECFR].

25 September 2024 @ 12:00 - 1:00 p.m., (GMT -4),
Center for American Progress, USA

Lower Costs Through Better Competition

This event will highlight the Federal Trade
Commission's agenda to improve competition, lower
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costs, and tackle anticompetitive practices in various
sectors, impacting American families.

For more information visit [Center for American
Progress].

25 September 2024 @ 12:00 p.m. - 1:15 p.m., (GMT
-4), Heritage Foundation, USA

The Future of the Executive State
Experts explore the expanding executive power in
governance, surveillance capabilities, and the

implications for separation of powers in the U.S.

For more information, visit [Heritage Foundation].

25 September 2024 @ 2:00 p.m. - 4:00 p.m., (GMT +2),
Danish Institute for International Studies,
Denmark

Liberating the United Nations: its
founding history and future role

This event addresses the UN's current legitimacy crisis
and explores possible future reforms to better tackle
global challenges.

For more information, visit [Danish Institute for
International Studies].

25 September 2024 @ 5:00 p.m. - 6:30 p.m., (GMT -4),
FPRI, USA

Annual Templeton Lecture on Religion
and World Affairs

Nikolas Gvosdev discusses the intersection of religion
and politics, drawing parallels between contemporary
leaders and America's Founding Fathers.

For more information, visit [EPRI].

25 September 2024 @ 3:00 p.m. - 4:30 p.m., (GMT +8),
RSIS, Singapore
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RSIS Roundtable with Dr. Marty
Natalegawa: Indonesia’s Foreign Policy
under the Prabowo Administration

This roundtable features Dr. Marty Natalegawa, former
Foreign Minister of Indonesia (2009-2014), who will
discuss Indonesia's foreign policy trajectory under the
Prabowo administration. Natalegawa will share his
insights from his diplomatic tenure, including his roles
as Permanent Representative to the UN and
Ambassador to the UK and Ireland.

For more information, visit [RSIS].

25 September 2024 @ 3:30 p.m. - 4:30 p.m., (GMT +5)
ORF, India

Air Combat in the Himalayas: Capabilities,
Contingencies and Collaboration

The event will discuss potential air combat scenarios in
the Himalayas, considering regional air force
capabilities, contingencies, and emerging aviation
technologies.

For more information, visit [ORF].

25 September 2024 @ 9:00 a.m. - 10:00 a.m., (GMT
+5) ORF, India

India Day @ UNGA

This session will feature discussions on global
development, digital transformation, women-led
development, and a new economic paradigm for

inclusive growth.

For more information, visit [ORF].

25 September 2024 @ 6:00 p.m. - 7:00 p.m., (GMT +5)
ORF, India

A Tiger's Tale: Crafting A New

Development Paradigm

This session explores the evolving role of emerging
economies in global governance, highlighting
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successes in healthcare, education, and digitalization
across the Global South.

For more information, visit [ORF].

25 September 2024 @ 8:00 a.m. - 9:00 a.m., (GMT -7)
Carnegie Endowment, USA

New Cities and Capitals: The Future of
Urban Planning

The rise of new cities globally, including Egypt's New
Administrative Capital and Indonesia's Nusantara,
offers potential solutions to pressing issues like
housing shortages and climate change. However, their
effectiveness in addressing these challenges and
fostering socially and environmentally conscious urban
planning remains uncertain. This development invites
critical examination of their long-term impact.

For more information visit [Carnegie].

26 September 2024 @ 3:30 p.m. - 4:30 p.m., (GMT +5)
, ORF, India

US Presidential Election: Making Sense of
the Unpredictability

The panel will analyze the tight race between Kamala
Harris and Donald Trump, examining key issues like
race, gender, and foreign policy that divide the
electorate.

For more information, visit [ORF].

26 September 2024 @ 2:00 p.m. - 4:00 p.m., (GMT +2),
Danish Institute for International Studies,
Denmark

Pursuing Morality in a Violent Militarised
State: the case of Myanmar

This event provides a political update on Myanmar and
discusses Justine Chambers' book on everyday ethics
amid conflict.

For more information, visit [Danish Institute for
International Studies].
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26 September 2024 @ 3:30 p.m. - 4:30 p.m., (GMT -4),
Stimson Center, USA

Taking the Summit of the Future Agenda
Forward

This session highlights Track 1.5 policy dialogues,
research, and monitoring as tools to support
governments and stakeholders in implementing
Summit of the Future commitments.

For more information, visit [Stimson Center].

26 September 2024 @ 9:00 a.m. - 10:30 a.m., (GMT
-4), Stimson Center, USA

The Thame GLOF Disaster & Climate-
Related Disaster Risk Management in the
High Himalayas

Experts discuss the Thame GLOF disaster's impacts
and broader strategies for managing climate-related

risks in the Himalayan region.

For more information, visit [Stimson Center].

26 September 2024 @ 8:30 - 10:30 a.m., (GMT -4),
Hudson Institute, USA

Defense Innovation and the New Cold War

Hudson Institute will host discussions on adapting U.S.
defense strategies to address new challenges in
weapon systems development and deployment amid a
shifting threat environment.

For more information visit [Hudson Institute].

26 September 2024 @ 9:15 - 10:00 a.m., (GMT -4),
Hudson Institute, USA

Preserving a Free and Open Indo-Pacific: A
Conversation with Rep. Andy Kim (D-NJ)

Rep. Andy Kim will discuss U.S. multilateral economic
and security initiatives in the Indo-Pacific, focusing on


https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-eurtrut-l-dui/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-eurtrut-l-dud/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-eurtrut-l-duh/

maintaining a free and open region amid rising
geopolitical tensions.

For more information visit [Hudson Institute].

26 September 2024 @ 2:45 p.m., (GMT -4), Council on
Foreign Relations, USA

A Conversation With President Vjosa
Osmani of Kosovo

President Vjosa Osmani will address security
challenges in Europe, Kosovo's foreign policy priorities,
and its future relationship with the United States amid
regional instability.

For more information visit [Council on Foreign
Relations].

26 September 2024 @ 3:00 p.m. - 4:20 p.m., (GMT -4),
Inter-American Dialogue, USA

Casualties of Authoritarianism: Closing on
Pluralism and the Fate of Nicaraguan
Former Political Prisoners

This event examines the severe authoritarian practices
in Nicaragua, including political imprisonment and
suppression of civil society.

For more information, visit [Inter-American Dialogue].

26 September 2024 @ 10:00 a.m., (GMT -4), MEI, USA

Is There a “Day After”? The Future of Post-
War Gaza

This event will explore the uncertain future of Gaza
after the war, focusing on Israel's endgame,
humanitarian challenges, and broader international
expectations.

For more information, visit [MEI].

26 September 2024 @ 5:30 p.m. - 6:30 p.m., (GMT -4),
Ash Center, USA
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Building a Digital Democracy with Audrey
Tang and Megan Smith

The panel will explore the role of technology in
transforming democratic institutions and civil society,
with examples from global, U.S., and municipal
contexts.

For more information, visit [Ash Center].

26 September 2024 @ 9:00 a.m., (GMT -4), Atlantic
Council, USA

2024 Transatlantic Forum on
GeoEconomics

This forum aims to enhance alignment between
Western allies and the private sector across finance,
technology, and energy sectors. Participants will
explore strategies to strengthen transatlantic
cooperation in addressing global challenges.

For more information visit [Atlantic Council].

26 September 2024 @ 12:00 p.m. - 1:15 p.m., (GMT
-8), Stanford University, USA

A Theory of Elite-initiated
Democratization, Illlustrated with the
Case of Myanmar

This seminar analyzes elite-driven democratization,
using Myanmar as a case study. It discusses how
continued dictatorship can lead to inefficient
governance and the complexities of power-sharing
arrangements that emerge during transitions to
democracy.

For more information visit [Stanford University].

26 - 27 September 2024 @ 8:00 a.m. - 6:00 p.m.,
(GMT -8), Stanford University, USA

Trust & Safety Research Conference 2024

The Stanford Internet Observatory will host its annual
conference focusing on trust and safety research. This
event aims to foster interdisciplinary dialogue among
researchers, practitioners, and policymakers to
advance understanding and solutions in this critical
field.
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For more information visit [Stanford University].

27 September 2024 @ 12:00 p.m. - 1:00 p.m., (GMT
-8), Stanford University, USA

Stanford Health Policy Seminar: Mike
Chernew

Michael Chernew, a leading health care policy expert,
will present research on various aspects of the health
care system, including novel benefit designs and
alternative payment models. His insights aim to
improve health care delivery and control rising costs.

For more information visit [Stanford University].

27 September 2024 @ 10:00 a.m. - 11:30 a.m., (GMT
-4) Wilson Center, USA

Perspectives on Researching and
Practicing Anti-nuclear Activism: How
Academics and Activists Think About
Disarmament

This panel discussion features nuclear historians Luc-
Andre Brunet and Anna-Mart van Wyk, along with Alicia
Sanders Zakre from ICAN. They will examine the
intersections of academia and activism in the context
of nuclear disarmament, discussing collaborative
efforts and the challenges faced in anti-nuclear
activism.

For more information visit [Wilson Center].

27 September 2024 @ 12:00 p.m. - 1:15 p.m., (GMT
-8), Stanford University, USA

The War for Chinese Talent in America:
The Politics of Technology and Knowledge
in Sino-U.S. Relations

Dr. Zweig will discuss his book detailing the U.S.
government's efforts to limit technology transfer to
China, highlighting the negative impacts on scientific
collaboration and education for Chinese students in
the U.S. This presentation addresses critical issues in
U.S.-China relations.
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For more information visit [Stanford University].

27 September 2024 @ 2:30 p.m. - 4:00 p.m., (GMT +8),
ISEAS, Singapore

Philippines-China Relations from Duterte to Marcos
Jr and Regional Implications

The event will examine the evolution of Philippines-
China relations under Marcos Jr. and assess the
broader implications for ASEAN and the region.

For more information, visit [ISEAS].

27 September 2024 @ 12:00 p.m., (GMT -4), Council
on Foreign Relations, USA

Navigating Europe’s Challenges: A
Conversation With Josep Borrell

Josep Borrell will share insights on the challenges
facing the European Union, including its role in
supporting Ukraine against Russia and maintaining
transatlantic relations with the United States.

For more information visit [Council on Foreign
Relations].

27 September 2024 @ 10:00 - 11:00 a.m., (GMT -4),
Asia Society Policy Institute, USA

Thailand: Minister of Foreign Affairs Maris
Sangiampongsa - Advancing Thailand’s
Proactive Engagement with the Region
and the World

Minister Maris Sangiampongsa will discuss Thailand's
proactive engagement strategies in the region,
addressing key foreign policy issues and regional
cooperation efforts.

For more information visit [Asia Society].

27 September 2024 @ 10:00 - 10:45 a.m., (GMT -4),
Hudson Institute, USA
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Purpose and Power: US Grand Strategy
from the Revolutionary Era to the Present

Hudson Institute will host a book talk examining
America's grand strategy from its revolutionary origins
to current challenges, focusing on historical lessons
applicable today.

For more information visit [Hudson Institute].

27 September 2024 @ 9:30 a.m. - 11:00 a.m., (GMT
+8), NUS East Asian Institute, Singapore

Authoritarian Absorption: Transnational
Remaking of Epidemic Politics in China

Prof. Long discusses the transformation of China's
pandemic response system from 1978 to 2018,
highlighting the integration of transnational social
movements in response to external pressures.

For more information, visit [NUS East Asian Institute].

27 September 2024 @ 9:00 a.m. - 12:30 p.m., (GMT
+8), Lee Kuan Yew School of Public Policy,
Singapore

IPS Forum on Singaporeans' Political
Attitudes

This forum analyzes Singaporeans' political attitudes
over time, exploring factors shaping public opinion and
electoral behavior.

For more information, visit [Lee Kuan Yew School of
Public Policy].

27 - 29 September 2024 @ 1:00 p.m., (GMT +3),
Finnish Institute of International Affairs, Finland

Helsinki Security Forum 2024
This forum discusses Europe's total defense strategies,
focusing on preparedness and defense collaboration

among European nations, featuring Finland's President
Alexander Stubb.

For more information, visit [Finnish Institute of
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International Affairs].

28 September 2024 @ 7:00 p.m. - 11:00 p.m., (GMT
-4), MEI, USA

Art All Night | Gallery Open House and
Live Arabic Music

The event showcases the gallery exhibition "Louder
Than Hearts: Women Photographers from the Arab
World and Iran," with live performances by Laith
AlAttar and Ali Bandeali. Admission is free.

For more information, visit [MEI].

30 September 2024 @ 12:15 - 1:30 p.m., (GMT +10),
Lowy Institute, Sydney, Australia

The 2024 US Presidential Election:
Democracy and Its Discontents

As the U.S. approaches a pivotal presidential election,
this event will explore the rise of populism and the
testing of American democratic principles.

For more information visit [Lowy Institute].

30 September 2024 @ 9:00 a.m. - 10:00 a.m., (GMT
-4), Stimson Center, USA

The Strategic Culture of the United Wa
State Army

This event examines the UWSA's role in Myanmar's
political landscape, balancing between the junta and

resistance, impacting regional stability.

For more information, visit [Stimson Center].

30 September 2024 @ 12:00 p.m. - 1:15 p.m., (GMT
-4), Belfer Center, USA

Pricing Rules for Electricity Auctions with

Non-Convexities

Nicolas Stevens discusses various pricing approaches
in electricity auctions, addressing challenges posed by
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non-convexities.
For more information, visit [Belfer Center].

30 September 2024 @ 10:00 a.m. - 11:15 a.m., (GMT
+8) ISEAS, Singapore

The Philippine Economy after COVID: Poor
Development Prospects amid Continuing
Governance Problems

This webinar will address the economic challenges
faced by the Philippines post-COVID, focusing on slow
recovery, high inflation, and ongoing governance
issues.

For more information, visit [ISEAS].

30 September 2024 @ 4:00 p.m. - 5:30 p.m., (GMT -4),
Wilson Center, USA

Weapons in Space: Technology, Politics,
and the Rise and Fall of the Strategic
Defense Initiative

Aaron Bateman from George Washington University
discusses his book on the Strategic Defense Initiative
(SDI), highlighting its implications for military space
technologies and international relations during the
Cold War. He argues that despite SDI's failure, its
legacy continues to influence contemporary discourse
on space militarization and arms control.

For more information visit [Wilson Center].

30 September 2024 @ 12:00 p.m. - 1:15 p.m., (GMT
-8), Stanford University, USA

Health Economics Seminar with David
Molitor

David Molitor's research focuses on the impact of
environmental factors on health and healthcare
delivery in the U.S. He will discuss his findings from a
large-scale workplace wellness study, contributing to
the understanding of health economics.

For more information visit [Stanford University].
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30 September 2024 @ 6:30 p.m. - 8:00 p.m., (GMT -8),
Stanford University, USA

Tzipi Livni | Israel at the Crossroads:
Where Do We Go From Here?

Former Israeli Vice Prime Minister Tzipi Livni will
engage in a critical discussion about Israel's future
following recent domestic and international
challenges. This conversation will address key issues
facing the country in a rapidly changing geopolitical
landscape.

For more information visit [Eventbrite].

1 October 2024 @ 6:30 p.m. - 7:30 p.m., (GMT -5),
1ISS, USA

Deterrence, Diplomacy and the Risk of
Conflict Over Taiwan

Bill Emmott presents his book, analyzing deterrence
strategies to reduce US-China conflict risks, stressing
the severe consequences of potential conflicts.

For more information, visit [IISS].

1 October 2024 @ 9:00 - 10:00 a.m., (GMT +2), ECFR,
Berlin, Germany

Lessons from Ukraine: Mapping Out EU
Sanctions Options for a Taiwan Conflict

This event will explore Europe's economic statecraft
options in the event of Chinese aggression against
Taiwan, drawing on lessons learned from Ukraine-
related sanctions.

For more information visit [ECFR].

1 October 2024 @ 11:00 a.m. - 12:15 p.m., (GMT +2),
Online Event, German Institute for Global and Area
Studies, Germany

Redefining Hong Kong Identity: The
Impact of the National Security Law from
Governmental and Grassroots
Perspectives
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This talk will explore the effects of the National
Security Law on Hong Kong identity, drawing from
ethnographic research and interviews conducted in
Hong Kong and Taiwan.

For more information visit [German Institute for Global
and Area Studies].

1 October 2024 @ 2:00 p.m. - 3:30 p.m., (GMT +2),
Danish Institute for International Studies,
Denmark

Disarmament and Arms Control in Times
of War

This seminar explores the UN's critical role in
addressing war and conflict, emphasizing its
importance for global peace.

For more information, visit [Danish Institute for
International Studies].

1 October 2024 @ 9:00 a.m. - 5:45 p.m., (GMT +8), Lee
Kuan Yew School of Public Policy, Singapore

Future-Ready Society Conference 2024:
The Future of Citizen Participation and
Collective Intelligence

The conference addresses innovations in citizen
participation, civic engagement, and the impact of
digital tools on public decision-making.

For more information, visit [Lee Kuan Yew School of
Public Policy].

1 October 2024 @ 5:00 p.m. - 6:00 p.m., (GMT +1),
ODI, UK

Investing for Resilience: A Panel
Discussion with AlIB President Jin Liqun

This event, part of the MDB Leaders’ Series, will feature
outgoing AlIB President Jin Liqun reflecting on his
tenure and the evolving role of MDBs amid global
crises. The discussion will explore insights into
resilience-building investments.

For more information, visit [ODI].


https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-eurtrut-l-hyd/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-eurtrut-l-hyd/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-eurtrut-l-hyh/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-eurtrut-l-hyh/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-eurtrut-l-hyk/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-eurtrut-l-hyk/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-eurtrut-l-hyu/

1 October 2024 @ 4:30 p.m. - 6:15 p.m., (GMT +1),
RUSI, UK

Punishing Putin: A Conversation with
Stephanie Baker

This event provides a behind-the-scenes view of the
West's economic response to Russia's invasion of
Ukraine, featuring a conversation with journalist
Stephanie Baker.

For more information, visit [RUSI].

1 -4 October 2024 @ 9:00 a.m. - @ 5:00 p.m., (GMT
+1), Istituto Affari Internazionali, Italy

Open Source Intelligence e Intelligenza
Artificiale - 6.ed.

This event delves into the intersection of OSINT and Al
technologies, exploring the growing demand for
intelligence professionals adept in these fields.

For more information, visit [Istituto Affari
Internazionali].

1 October 2024 @ 12:00 p.m. - 1:00 p.m., (GMT -4),
Ash Center, USA

Election Officials in Swing States and the
2024 Election

This discussion will feature election heads from
Pennsylvania and North Carolina, focusing on efforts
to ensure a smooth and trustworthy election process
amid tight margins.

For more information, visit [Ash Center].

1 October 2024 @ 12:00 p.m. - 1:30 p.m., (GMT -4),
Cato Institute, USA

The Islamic Moses: How the Prophet
Inspired Jews and Muslims to Flourish
Together and Change the World

A panel discussion will explore the themes presented
in "The Islamic Moses," examining the historical and
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contemporary implications of the Judeo-Islamic
tradition. Experts will discuss how these ideas can
foster cooperation and understanding between the
two faiths.

For more information visit [Cato Institute].

1 October 2024 @ 3:00 p.m., (GMT -8), Hoover
Institution, USA

Increased Prosperity On A Livable Planet

Condoleezza Rice and other experts will discuss the
importance of blended finance to drive investment in
sustainable development. They will explore strategies
for leveraging public and private funding to accelerate
energy transitions in a livable context.

For more information visit [Hoover Institution].

Recent book releases

Alex J. Bellamy, Warmonger Vladimir Putin’s Imperial
Wars, Agenda Publishing, 208 pages, published
January 30, 2024. For a review, see [LSE].

Giulia Claudia Leonelli, Transnational Narratives and
Regulation of GMO Risks, Bloomsbury, 368 pages,
published June 15, 2023. For a review, see [LSE]

Harold James, The IMF and the European Debt Crisis,
International Monetary Fund (IMF), 308 pages,
published February 29, 2024. For a review, see [Foreign
Affairs]

Marie Arana, LatinoLand: A Portrait of America's
Largest and Least Understood Minority, Simon &
Schuster, 576 pages, published February 20, 2024. For
a review, see [Foreign Affairs]

Arang Keshavarzian, Making Space for the Gulf:
Histories of Regionalism and the Middle East, Stanford
University Press, 324 pages, published April 16, 2024.
For a review, see [Foreign Affairs]

Calls

The European Society of International Law invites
paper proposals for its 2025 Research Forum
“International Law in the Era of Permacrisis”, to be
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held at the University of Catania from March 20-21,
2025. The deadline for abstract submission is
September 30, 2024. For more information, see
[Calling All Papers].

The Centre for History of the University of Lisbon
invites paper proposals for its International Congress
"And The People, Where are They?’ The Collective
Subject in Times of Revolutions” to be held on April 7-
9, 2025, in Lisbon. The deadline for abstract
submission is October 25, 2024. For more information,
see [University of Lisbon].

Jobs and Positions

The United Nations Development Programme
(UNDP) is looking for an Executive Associate, G7, FTA
- UNDP to be based in Kyiv, Ukraine. Applications are
accepted until October 1, 2024. More information is
provided at [UNDP].

The United Nations Development Programme
(UNDP) is looking for a Pro-Bono External Observer
for UNDP’s Investment Committee to be based in
New York, United States. Applications are accepted
until September 30, 2024. More information is
provided at [UNDP].

The United Nations Development Programme
(UNDP) is looking for an Consultant - Climate
Finance to be based in India Applications are accepted
until September 25, 2024. More information is
provided at [UNDP].

The United Nations Development Programme
(UNDP) is looking for a Consultant Appui Au
Ministere De La Population Et Des Solidarite to be
based in Madagascar. Applications are accepted until
September 30, 2024. More information is provided at
[UNDP].

The United Nations Children's Fund (UNICEF) is
looking for a Content Creation and Multimedia
Consultant, Communication Section, UNICEF
Refugee Response Office in Warsaw, Poland to be
based in Warsaw, Poland. Applications are accepted
until September 30, 2024. More information is
provided at [UNICEF].

The United Nations Children's Fund (UNICEF) is
looking for a Senior Health Specialist, P5 (Fixed-
Term), UNICEF Regional Office for South Asia,
Kathmandu, Nepal to be based in Kathmandu, Nepal.
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Applications are accepted until September 29, 2024.
More information is provided at [UNICEF].

The United Nations Children's Fund (UNICEF) is
looking for a Finance Associate, GS6 (Fixed Term),
UNICEF Regional Office for South Asia, Kathmandu,
Nepal to be based in Kathmandu, Nepal. Applications
are accepted until October 2, 2024. More information
is provided at [UNICEF].

The United Nations Children's Fund (UNICEF) is
looking for a Budget Specialist, P3 (Fixed-Term),
UNICEF Regional Office for South Asia, Kathmandu,
Nepal to be based in Kathmandu, Nepal. Applications
are accepted until October 7, 2024. More information
is provided at [UNICEF].

The Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) seeks
a FAO Climate Change and Environment Protection
Programme Coordinator to be based in Thilisi,
Georgia. Applications are accepted until September 27,
2024. More information is provided at [FAQ].

The Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) seeks
a FAO Climate Change and Environment Protection
Programme Coordinator to be based in Baghdad,
Irag. Applications are accepted until October 1, 2024.
More information is provided at [FAO].

College of Arts, Humanities & Social Science - Moray
House School of Sport & Education - Childlight Global
Child Safety Institute, The University of Edinburgh, is
looking for an Online Child Sexual Exploitation and
Abuse Data Specialist. Applications are accepted until
September 26, 2024. More information is provided at
[Edinburgh].

The Faculty of Social Sciences, Arden University is
looking for a Lecturer in Law. Applications are
accepted until September 29, 2024. More information
is provided at [Arden].

The Law School at The University of Manchester is
looking for a Teaching Associate in Commercial Law.
Applications are accepted until September 30, 2024.
More information is provided at [Manchester].

The Faculty of Humanities, Arts and Social Sciences
(HASS), University of Exeter is looking for a
Postdoctoral Research Associate (Evidence Based
Research Centre). Applications are accepted until
September 30, 2024. More information is provided at
[Arden].
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Team:

Ainesh Dey (ad), Ally Koh (alk), Anna Chong (ac), Axel
Melkonian (am). Aye Moe Pwint Phyu, Busawan
Kachonnarongvanish (bk), Chloe Joyce Wong Rong (cr),
Chow Song Chee (cc), Duc Quang Ly (dql), Felice Valeria
Thessalonica (ft), Fitri Aulia Ikhsani (fi), Geo Dzakwan
Arshali (ga), Homail Tahir (ht), Helene Skaff (hs), Henning
Glaser (hg), Iram Tariq (it), Ji Fang (jf), Junaid Amjad (ja),
Jyotsna Badrinarayanan (jb), Lucas Meier (Im),
Muhammad Anugrah Utama (mu), Muhammad
Syammakh Daffa Alghazali (ma), Myat Sandar Zaw (msz),
Oliver Cubbin (oc), Rishi Shrivastava (rs), Riya de los Reyes
(rr), Shekinah Annuncia (sa), Siddhima Sivanand (ss), Sike
Chan (sc), Simon Welfonder (sw), Thomas van Oeveren
(to), Thurein Lynn (tl), Tomwit Jarnson (tj), Venus
Phuangkom, Wai Yan Phyo Naing (wn)

We would greatly appreciate your feedback! Please
send any feedback you have regarding this newsletter
to: info@cpg-online.de

Also, don't forget to Like CPG on Facebook, and
browse our website for other updates and news!
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