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Dear Readers,

Welcome to this week’s issue of the Asia in Review (AiR)

covering the latest events, developments and trends in

domestic politics, international relations and

geopolitics in East Asia, South Asia, and Southeast Asia.

I wish you an informative read and extend special

greetings to everyone who celebrates the

Independence Day of Cuba, Equatorial Guinea, Fiji, and

Uganda as well as the National Day of Taiwan this

week.

With best regards,

Henning Glaser

Editor in Chief

Webpage: www.cpg-online.de, Facebook:

https://www.facebook.com/CPGTU
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China: Anti-corruption campaign set to

break 2023 ‘tigers’ record

(lb) China's anti-corruption watchdog, the Central

Commission for Discipline Inspection (CCDI), has

detained a record 44 senior officials, or "tigers," from

January to September, one short of the record 45 for

the whole of 2023. This marks a significant escalation

in President Xi Jinping's anti-corruption campaign,

which has been ongoing since 2013. The latest official

to fall is Li Gang, a senior CCDI inspector, who is under

investigation for serious violations of party discipline

and law.

Li’s investigation follows the detention of three other

high-ranking officials in the past three weeks: Cao

Xingxin, deputy general manager of China Unicom; Sun

Yuning, deputy director of the General Administration



of Customs; and former deputy education minister Du

Yubo.

President Xi has emphasized the need for continuous

efforts to "eliminate bad apples" in the Communist

Party, calling the battle against corruption “severe and

complex.” The campaign has shown no signs of slowing

down, with multiple high-profile detentions likely to

continue. [South China Morning Post]

China: Crackdown launched on online

news services

(lb) China's top cyberspace regulator has launched a

three-month campaign to crack down on illegal online

news services, targeting the spread of disinformation

and fake news. The campaign, announced by the Office

of the Central Cyberspace Affairs Commission, aims to

regulate online news activities and promote the

presence of "mainstream news and public opinion" to

ensure a cleaner cyberspace environment.

Key targets include the fabrication and dissemination

of false news, the use of misleading headlines, and the

malicious alteration or distortion of news. Additionally,

authorities will focus on cracking down on blackmail

through fake news, the impersonation of legitimate

news entities, and the illegal use or transfer of internet

news service licenses. Platforms will be required to

display license information and optimize their

algorithms to prioritize verified news content.

The campaign encourages public reporting of illegal

activities and aims to expose offenders publicly. It also

stresses that only licensed individuals and

organizations should provide internet news services

across platforms such as websites, social media, and

livestreams. [Nikkei Asia] [China Daily]

China: Local governments hesitant to

issue infrastructure debt over budget

fears

(lb) Chinese local governments are issuing debt at their

slowest pace in three years, despite a record CNY 3.9

trillion (USD 554 billion) special-purpose bond quota

set by Beijing in March 2024 (see AiR No. 11,

March/2024, 2). From January to August, only 66

percent of the quota was issued, almost 20 percent

less than the same period in 2023. Local governments

are hesitating to issue more debt due to falling
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revenues, particularly from land sales, which have

dropped 33 percent since 2021 amid China's real

estate market struggles.

To ease this strain, Beijing paired the record bond

quota with CNY 1 trillion in special ultra-long-term

treasury bonds for infrastructure renovations in 2024.

The central government has urged local authorities to

accelerate spending on such projects to support

economic growth. However, some regions, facing

severe debt from the real estate crisis, have suspended

or postponed projects, making local governments

more cautious about taking on additional debt.

This slowdown in infrastructure investment could

hinder economic recovery as China grapples with weak

domestic demand and sluggish exports. UBS and

Goldman Sachs have both downgraded their growth

forecasts for the country to below the government's

target of 5 percent, with concerns growing that

continued weakness in bond issuance will further slow

growth. [Nikkei Asia]

China: Economist warns of potential

market crush

(lb) Following a week-long stock market surge driven by

Beijing’s aggressive economic stimulus measures in

late September (see AiR No. 40, October/2024, 1), an

economist has raised concerns over the possibility of a

market crash. Lu Ting, chief China economist at

Nomura, Japan's largest investment bank and

brokerage group, cautioned that the current boom

could mirror the 2015 stock bubble and bust, citing

growing risks from the rapid rise in investor sentiment.

The rally was sparked by a series of government

actions, including cuts to the reserve requirement ratio

and policy interest rate, mortgage rate reductions, and

the introduction of an CNY 800 billion (USD 113.7

billion) fund to support the stock markets. While these

measures have boosted both onshore and offshore

markets, Lu warned that China’s economy is still

grappling with deep-rooted issues, particularly the

ongoing property sector slump. [CNBC]

Lu expressed concern that Beijing’s fiscal responses

may be improvised and uncertain as it balances

stimulus efforts with the risk of a stock market bubble.

He suggested that under the worst scenario, a crash

could trigger capital flight and yuan depreciation, while

a more favorable outcome would see Chinese officials

taking timely measures to prevent market overheating
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and address structural economic challenges. [South

China Morning Post] [AAStocks]

China: Young Chinese pessimistic about

prospects amid nearly 12 million new

graduates flood job market

(lb) China’s youth unemployment rate has surged as a

record 11.79 million new graduates enter a tough job

market. The jobless rate for those aged 16 to 24 rose

to 18.8 percent in August, up from 17.1 percent in July,

and is worsened by an economic slowdown.

Many young people are adjusting expectations,

accepting lower-paying jobs or relying on parental

support. Social media has coined terms like “lying flat”

and “rotten-tail kids” to describe the growing

disillusionment and resignation among China’s youth.

Economists, such as Louis Kuijs from S&P Global

Ratings, attribute the situation to the downturn in the

tech and real estate sectors, which had previously

provided many job opportunities. Zhang Zhiwei of

Pinpoint Asset Management links the high

unemployment rate to low consumer confidence and

increased savings, further contributing to economic

deflation.

Despite government efforts, including calls from

President Xi Jinping to create more jobs, there is no

immediate relief in sight. [South China Morning Post]

China: Scientists claim development of

space battery capable of running on Mars’

atmosphere

(lb) Chinese scientists have claimed having developed a

lightweight, rechargeable battery designed for Mars

exploration that can be powered by the planet’s

atmosphere and withstand its extreme temperature

fluctuations. The battery, created by researchers from

the University of Science and Technology of China,

operates like a fuel cell, using gases like carbon dioxide

from the Martian atmosphere to generate electricity. It

can run for over 1,350 hours and is capable of

recharging through solar and nuclear energy sources.

The breakthrough aims to reduce the need to

transport fuel to Mars and improve the resilience of

exploration devices, particularly in the face of Martian

dust storms, which have previously hindered solar-
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powered rovers like China’s Zhurong. The team plans

to build on this research to develop solid-state

batteries, offering an additional energy option for

future Mars missions. [South China Morning Post]

China: Tibetan monastic students

transferred monastery school to state

schools

(lb) Chinese authorities have completed the transfer of

students from the Tibetan Buddhist Lhamo Kirti

Monastery School in Sichuan province to state-

administered boarding schools, according to sources

familiar with the situation. The monastery school,

which was shut down in July, had previously served

around 600 students.

In response to the closure, officials mandated that

parents enroll their children in state-run residential

schools, a move that has raised concerns among the

local Tibetan community. In September, around 300

students were moved to these government-run

boarding schools. The remaining 200 students, aged

between 15 and 18, were transferred on October 2,

leaving the monastery school completely empty.

Speaking to Radio Free Asia, the sources indicated that

the relocations were part of an ongoing effort by

Chinese authorities to integrate Tibetan youth into

state-controlled educational institutions. They added

that this action follows a broader trend of Chinese

policies aimed at curbing Tibetan religious and cultural

practices by limiting the influence of traditional

Buddhist institutions. [Radio Free Asia]

The forced transfers and closure of the monastery

school have sparked concerns over the preservation of

Tibetan identity and religious freedom in the region.

[Phayul] [Tibetan Review]

China-Hong Kong: Former city official calls

for dropping charges against 2019 pro-

democracy protestors

(lb) Amid persisting international criticism towards

Hong Kong following the introduction of two security

laws, including Beijing’s 2020 National Security Law

and the locally enacted Safeguarding National Security

Ordinance this March, the city’s former Secretary for

Transport and Housing, Anthony Cheung, suggested in

an interview that the Hong Kong government should
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take steps to improve its global image. This would

include encouraging public assemblies and potentially

dropping charges for thousands of protesters arrested

during the 2019 pro-democracy protests.

He emphasized that holding peaceful rallies could

demonstrate the city’s openness and reverse some

negative international perceptions. In addition, Cheung

warned that the government must avoid the

impression that it dictates all decisions, stressing the

importance of fostering public debate to build

consensus on future economic policies.

In response to growing geopolitical tensions, Cheung

acknowledged the government's heightened focus on

safeguarding national security, particularly under

pressure from the US. He criticized officials for relying

on dismissive rebuttals to media criticism, suggesting

that they respond with more political savvy.

Cheung remarks followed a recent exchange between

Hong Kong Security Chief Chris Tang and local media

over criticisms of government policies, including the

jailing of a pro-democracy journalist and the

enactment of the new security law. [Hong Kong Free

Press]

China-Hong Kong: Man convicted for

insulting national anthem drops appeal

(lb) Chan Pak-yui, a Hong Kong man convicted of

insulting the Chinese national anthem at an

international volleyball match, has withdrawn his

appeal against his conviction and eight-week jail

sentence.

During a FIVB Volleyball Women’s Nations League

match in June 2023, Chan covered his ears and sang a

protest song while the Chinese national anthem,

"March of the Volunteers," was played. In August, a

court found him guilty of deliberately insulting the

anthem, dismissing his defense that he suffered from

autism and attention deficit hyperactivity disorder.

Chan's case carried a maximum two-year sentence, but

he was sentenced to eight weeks for undermining the

anthem's symbolic significance and the dignity of

China. [Hong Kong Free Press]

The National Anthem Ordinance, passed in Hong Kong

in 2020, criminalizes actions that insult "March of the

Volunteers," with offenders facing fines or

imprisonment. Chan's hearing would have been the

first appeal inquiry into a guilty verdict under the
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national anthem legislation. [South China Morning

Post]

China-Hong Kong: Man found guilty of

inciting violence over social media post

about killing former city leader

(lb) Pun Tak-shu, a 64-year-old Hong Kong man, was

found guilty of incitement to cause grievous bodily

harm with intent over a 2020 Facebook post

suggesting ways to kill former city leader Carrie Lam.

District Judge Stanley Chan ruled on October 2 that

Pun’s comments, made in the politically charged

atmosphere of early 2020, could not be dismissed as a

joke, despite Pun's defense that no one of “normal

intelligence” would take his words seriously.

The prosecution highlighted that Pun’s post garnered

significant interaction, including comments and likes,

and noted that he had two years to clarify his

intentions before his 2022 arrest but did not do so.

Judge Chan rejected the argument that Pun did not

intend to incite violence, stating that Pun had

downplayed his true intentions and used his post to

stimulate discussion, pointing to Pun's own

dissatisfaction with Lam’s governance as further

evidence.

The judge also emphasized that the context of the

2019 protests, which saw widespread unrest and

violence, made it possible that radical actions could

have been taken in response to Pun’s post. Regardless

of whether anyone was actually incited, Chan ruled

that Pun had committed the offense. [Hong Kong Free

Press]

China-Hong Kong: Security chief accuses

ex-lawmaker of “glorifying” jailed Stand

News editor

(lb) Hong Kong’s Secretary for Security, Chris Tang,

issued a rebuttal to an opinion piece by barrister

Margaret Ng, which praised former Stand News editor

(see AiR No. 40, October/2024, 1), who was recently

sentenced to 21 months in prison for sedition.

Ng's article highlighted Chung's refusal to plead guilty

in exchange for a reduced sentence, as he wanted to

defend press freedom during his trial. Tang criticized

Ng’s piece as "misleading" and accused her of

glorifying Chung's actions while ignoring the court’s
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ruling, which found Stand News guilty of using

journalism as a tool to vilify the authorities.

Tang emphasized that press freedom in Hong Kong

must be exercised responsibly, particularly in

safeguarding national security. Citing support for the

ruling from local media groups, he reiterated that the

court's judgement was fair and in line with

international standards, and that freedom to criticize

government policies remains as long as it is based on

facts. [Hong Kong Free Press]

Yet, international organizations like Reporters Without

Borders (RSF) condemned the decision, warning it set a

dangerous precedent for press freedom in the city.

[RSF]

Since the introduction of the national security law,

Hong Kong’s press freedom has declined sharply, with

the closure of several media outlets and the arrest of

journalists, leading to job losses and increased

emigration among media professionals.

China-Hong Kong: Court hears appeal on

same-sex couples’ housing rights

(lb) In a case before Hong Kong’s Court of Final Appeal,

the government has argued that its public housing

policy was designed to support "traditional families"

based on opposite-sex marriages. Heterosexual

couples have an "exclusive" right to access public

rental housing (PRH) and home ownership schemes,

said government, aiming to promote population

growth through natural procreation.

The appeal challenges previous rulings that found this

policy unconstitutional and discriminatory against

same-sex couples. The case stems from two legal bids

by Nick Infinger and Edgar Ng, both married to same-

sex partners overseas, after being denied public

housing benefits.

The government argument focused on heterosexual

couples' reproductive potential. The respondents'

lawyer, however, called this reasoning flawed,

maintaining that both same-sex and opposite-sex

couples share housing needs, and other non-

reproductive family types are already eligible. The

court raised doubts about the government's claim of a

"zero-sum" situation and questioned why same-sex

couples could not join the same housing queue. The

court has reserved judgment. [Hong Kong Free Press]

[South China Morning Post]
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China-Hong Kong: Thousands of

surveillance cameras to be installed

(lb) Hong Kong is planning to install thousands of new

surveillance cameras across the city, with a potential

future introduction of facial recognition and artificial

intelligence (AI) technology, sparking concerns about

privacy and state control. The Hong Kong Police Force

aims to enhance its surveillance capabilities, citing the

need to combat crime despite Hong Kong's reputation

as one of the world's safest cities.

Security chief Chris Tang has acknowledged the

possibility of integrating AI to track suspects, though

details remain unclear. Critics fear this will move Hong

Kong closer to the pervasive surveillance model of

mainland China, where facial recognition is widespread

and used for political repression, particularly against

protesters and minority groups. [Biometric Update]

The city already has 54,500 public CCTV cameras, but

authorities plan to increase this number significantly,

focusing on high-crime areas. Despite promises to

comply with local privacy laws, experts are concerned

that the technology could be misused under the

national security law, which has already been

employed to suppress dissent. As the city inches closer

to a surveillance state, experts emphasize the need for

clear regulations and transparency to protect citizens'

rights. [CNN]

Japan: New prime minister presents

cabinet

(hs) On the day of his election as Japan’s new prime

minister by the two chambers of the Diet on October 1

(see AiR No. 40, October/2024, 1), Shigeru Ishiba

presented his Cabinet, appointing 19 ministers,

including 13 first-timers and several with defense

experience.

Ishiba retained Yoshimasa Hayashi as chief cabinet

secretary and appointed Katsunobu Kato as finance

minister who served as Minister of Health, Labour and

Welfare under Ishiba’s predecessor Fumio Kishida.

Both were contenders in the September 27

presidential election. Their appointment indicates

efforts to seek stability and continuity with the

previous administration.
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Former defense ministers Takeshi Iwaya (2018-2019)

and General Nakatani (2001-2002) were appointed as

foreign and defense ministers, respectively, signaling a

focus on security and regional alliances. Only two

women were included in the Cabinet, reflecting

ongoing gender representation challenges in Japan's

politics.

The appointments largely avoided figures implicated in

a political funds scandal that – along with other

scandals – damaged the ruling Liberal Democratic

Party (LDP). The scandal centers around the misuse of

campaign funds by members of the LDP factions which

failed to report over JPY 600 million in campaign funds

and hid them in illegal slush funds. Dramatically

plummeting approval ratings forced Kishida to resign

in August, paving Ishiba’s way to power. The cabinet

notably also excludes former Abe faction members.

[Nippon.com] [France 24]

Meanwhile, the top LDP leadership includes 75-year-

old former Prime Minister Yoshihide Suga (2020-2021)

as the new vice president. Suga initially backed Shijiro

Koizumi, son of former Prime Minister Junichiro

Koizumi, in the first round of the party presidential

vote before supporting Ishiba in the run-off between

Ishiba and Takaichi.

Ishiba removed former Prime Minister Taro Aso from

the party vice president role, replacing him with Suga,

which deepened divisions within the LDP. While Ishiba

offered party positions to rivals in LDP presidential

election Sanae Takaichi and Takayuki Kobayashi, both

declined, highlighting internal party tensions.

Hiroshi Moriyama, 79, known for his diplomatic skills

and strong party relations, will serve as de facto party

head, playing a significant behind-the-scenes role to

unify the fractured LDP. Shunichi Suzuki, 71, a member

of Taro Aso's faction and his brother-in-law, will serve

as General Council chair, while Itsunori Onodera, 64, a

former defense chief close to Kishida, will head the

policy research council. Shijiro Koizumi has been

appointed election committee chair and will lead

campaign strategies for the October 27 election.

Tetsushi Sakamoto, 73, will serve as parliamentary

affairs chief, coordinating LDP-backed legislation after

the election. [The Japan Times]

Observers widely see two immediate challenges the

new prime minister is facing. The first is the upcoming

lower-house election which Ishiba announced on

September 30 (see article below). To consolidate his

authority, he called a snap election for October 27,

hoping the inclusion of 13 new cabinet members will

refresh the party's image. The second challenge is
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Ishiba’s small support basis with the LDP, reflected in

Takaichi’s refusal of Ishiba’s party position offer. Ishiba

may seek to appeal directly to voters in the upcoming

general elections to counter internal opposition. [IISS]

[East Asia Forum] [DW] [Asia Pacific Foundation of

Canada]

Japan: Snap election to be held on October

27

(hs/dql) Newly elected president of the ruling Liberal

Democratic Party (LDP) and Japanese Prime Minister

Shigeru Ishiba has announced a snap general election

for October 27. He made the announcement on

September 30 three days following his unexpected

victory in the LDP leadership race and a day before his

election as Japan’s new prime minister on October 1.

Ishiba's decision to call an election a year earlier than

required aims to consolidate the increasingly fractured

Liberal Democratic Party (LDP), which has seen

declining approval ratings amid a political funds

scandal involving LDP lawmakers, rising living costs

and stagnant real wages. [BBC] [Financial Times]

In related developments, Ishiba announced that

certain lawmakers implicated in the political funds

scandal will not be endorsed in the upcoming general

election, due to the resulting erosion of voter trust.

Lawmakers involved in the scandal will be barred from

the LDP's proportional representation list for the

October 27 election, even if endorsed for single-seat

constituencies.

Ishiba confirmed that those severely penalized in April

will not be officially endorsed, including Hakubun

Shimomura, Yasutoshi Nishimura, and Tsuyoshi

Takagi, who received suspensions from the party.

Lawmakers who did not attend parliamentary political

ethics sessions, such as Koichi Hagiuda, Hiromi

Mitsubayashi, and Katsuei Hirasawa, will also be

excluded.

Ishiba stressed the need for the party to address

public distrust and urged lawmakers to engage with

voters and provide full explanations. In a move to

demonstrate accountability, Ishiba and four LDP

executives will not appear on the party's proportional

representation list. [Kyodo News]

In April, the LDP disciplined 39 members involved in

the scandal, whose unreported revenue exceeded JPY

5 million yen (USD 34,000), though 34 received lighter

punishments (see AiR No. 14, April/2024, 1).
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Japan: Main opposition party unveils draft

campaign platform for snap election

(hs) Japan’s main opposition Constitutional Democratic

Party of Japan (CDPJ) has revealed a draft for its

campaign platform for the upcoming snap House of

Representatives election on October 27 (see article

above). The draft emphasizes political reforms and

economic measures, outlining seven policy pillars.

Among these are restoring a large middle class,

enhancing diplomacy and security, and addressing the

challenges of Japan’s ultra-aging society. The CDPJ

highlights the Japan-U.S. alliance as being central to its

diplomatic strategy, alongside a focus on climate

change initiatives and human rights issues.

The draft advocates for a ban on donations to political

parties from corporations and organizations,

addressing ongoing concerns regarding political

funding in Japan. It also proposes raising the minimum

wage to at least JPY 1,500 (USD 10.05), a key initiative in

the eyes of recently elected party leader Yoshihiko

Noda to revitalize Japan's middle class. Other policy

proposals include free school meals, the abolition of

tuition fees for educational institutions, and a selective

surname system for married couples to promote

gender equality. The CDPJ aims to demonstrate its

commitment to fostering a harmonious society

through these proposed reforms. [The Japan News]

Recent scrutiny of political funding has revealed that at

least 12,000 companies and organizations donated a

total of around JPY 3.4 billion (USD 23 million) to 433

political party branches headed by 430 lawmakers.

Notably, around 90 percent of these contributions

ended up with branches led by politicians of the ruling

Liberal Democratic Party (LDP). This situation stems

from a loophole in the Political Fund Control Law. It

was revised in 2000, prohibiting companies from

donating directly to individual politicians but permits

donations to political party branches, often used as

conduits for individual lawmakers.

Analyses shows that 321 LDP branches received about

JPY 3.12 billion (USD 20.9 million) in contributions,

while 75 branches of the CDPJ received around JPY 210

million (USD 1.4 million), and 23 branches of the LDPs

junior coalition partner, Komeito, received around JPY

30 million (USD 200,000). This funding landscape raises

concerns about potential collusion between lawmakers

and their financial backers, with critics arguing that the

current system undermines transparency in political

funding. [The Asahi Simbun]
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As Japan approaches the election, these issues of

political financing and transparency remain central to

the discourse around reform, particularly as the CDPJ

seeks to present itself as a viable alternative to the

LDP.  

Japan: No major energy policy shift to

come under new prime minister’s

leadership

(sw) Shortly before becoming party leader and by

default prime minister, Ishiba moved away from his

zero-nuclear stance. He now advocates for more

renewable energy, including hydropower and energy

conservation.

On October 2, Industry Minister Yoji Muto confirmed

Japan’s plan to safely restart nuclear power plants

while maximizing renewable energy use. As energy

demand rises with new data centers and

semiconductor factories, Muto highlighted energy

security as key to Japan’s growth and the importance

of restarting reactors to stabilize supply, manage costs,

and advance decarbonization. [BNN Bloomberg]

Japan relies on fossil fuel imports for two-thirds of its

electricity, with last year’s LNG and coal imports

costing JPY 12.4 trillion (USD 86 billion). This represents

11 percent of the total import bill, contributing to high

living costs. Renewable energy accounted for over 25

percent of Japan’s power generation in 2023, while

nuclear energy provided 9 percent. However, Japan

now operates only 11 reactors, a fraction of the

capacity before the 2011 Fukushima disaster.

The Kashiwazaki-Kariwa nuclear plant, operated by

Tokyo Electric Power Company Holdings Inc., is the

largest in the world and is awaiting approval to restart.

Safety concerns from Niigata Prefecture remain a

significant obstacle to the approval. (see Air No. 37,

September/2024, 2). [Reuters]

Japan: Workplace dissatisfaction

widespread

(hs) The study State of the Global Workplace: 2024

Report by multinational analytics and advisory

company Gallup, reveals that the growing dissociation

between Generation Z and their workplace is

becoming evident in East Asia. A culture of rigid
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framework and long working hours are causing many

to become disillusioned.

In Japan, only 6 percent of employees are engaged in

their work, tying it with Hong Kong for the lowest

engagement levels globally. This stark contrast to the

East Asian average of 18 percent and the global

average of 23 percent highlights a deepening crisis in

the workplace. The pressures of rigid hierarchies, long

working hours, and a culture of presenteeism

contribute to widespread discontent, with 41 percent

of employees in Japan experiencing stress. The Gallup

study emphasizes that presenteeism – manifested

through reduced productivity, increased errors, and

long-term health issues – undermines employee

engagement and overall organizational health.

33 percent are actively seeking or watching for new job

opportunities, while only 40 percent believe it is a good

time to change employers. These low engagement

levels led to an estimated economic loss specific to

Japan of over JPY 86 trillion (USD 576.2 billion) in 2023

due to opportunity costs associated with

disengagement. [GALLUP] [TASB]

Comparatively, South Korea is witnessing a notable

backlash among the youth, as seen in recent protests

by young medical professionals against government

plans to increase medical school enrollment. Workers

at major companies like Samsung Electronics have also

begun to organize strikes, predominantly led by

younger employees seeking better working conditions.

The term “generation sampo” refers to South Korean

millennials who have renounced key life milestones –

love, marriage, and children – d to focus on work,

reflecting a broader sense of disillusionment with what

the future holds.

China faces a unique situation; while the concept of

“lying flat” (tangping) has gained traction among young

workers seeking to escape the relentless pressures of

modern life, expressing discontent can come with

severe consequences, including imprisonment for

striking. Yet, like their counterparts in Japan and South

Korea, many Chinese youth are feeling the weight of

expectations, leading to a surge in conversations about

emigration as a viable escape route.

Overall, the sentiment across East Asia indicates a

troubling trend of unhappiness among the younger

workforce, with Japan's engagement crisis serving as a

critical bellwether for the region. As companies grapple

with these issues, they may need to rethink traditional

practices and embrace a more compassionate

approach. [The Economist]
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Japan: Toyota ramps up investment in air

taxi industry

(hs) Toyota Motor Corporation has announced a JPY

74.68 billion (USD 500 million) investment in Joby

Aviation, marking a significant commitment to the air

taxi industry. This investment increases Toyota’s stake

in Joby to over 20 percent, solidifying its position as the

largest external shareholder. The funding is part of a

broader strategic alliance aimed at helping Joby

commercialize its electric vertical take-off and landing

(eVTOL) aircraft and establish manufacturing

processes.

Joby, a California-based company founded in 2009, is

looking to launch its first commercial air taxi services in

Dubai next year. It has already raised more than JPY

292,74 billion (USD 2 billion) and is the first eVTOL

manufacturer to have its certification plans accepted

by the US Federal Aviation Administration. The

company is currently ramping up production capacity

with a pilot line in Marina, California.

Toyota's investment, which will be disbursed in two

tranches, builds on nearly seven years of collaboration

between the two companies. It aligns with the firm’s

strategy of diversifying into various transportation

technologies, including electric and hydrogen vehicles,

reflecting its commitment to future mobility solutions.

[Financial Times]

Japan: Tokyo Metro launches largest IPO

in six Years

(hs) Tokyo Metro has set an initial price range of JPY

1,100 to 1,200 per share (approximately USD 7.34 to

8.01) for its upcoming initial public offering (IPO), which

is expected to raise around JPY 600 billion (USD 4

billion). This will be Japan's largest IPO in six years. The

final price will be confirmed later in October, with the

IPO scheduled for November. The capital raised is

expected to be used for infrastructure improvements

and to support Tokyo's growing transportation

demands. [Reuters]

Japan: Approval of first ordinance against

customer harassment
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(sw) The Tokyo Metropolitan Assembly has approved

Japan’s first draft ordinance to prevent customers from

abusing workers. It will take effect next April, stating

that "no person shall engage in customer harassment

anywhere" and that "prevention efforts must be made

by society as a whole". It also outlines the

responsibilities of customers, workers, employers and

the Tokyo metropolitan government.

The ordinance carries no penalties if violated but

encourages customers to be mindful of their words

and actions toward workers. In cases of abuse,

employers are required to intervene to protect their

employees.

The Tokyo government will issue guidelines specifying

what constitutes customer abuse, a significant change

in a country where customers traditionally hold a

superior position. These countermeasures have been

discussed by labor unions, business organizations,

experts and the Tokyo government since 2023. Other

regional administrations, such as Aichi Prefecture and

Hokkaido, are also considering similar ordinances.

In Japan, customer harassment is characterized by one

leveraging their superior position to abuse verbally or

make false accusations against service workers. The

emotional harm caused by this practice can lead to the

development of mental illnesses, and in severe cases,

push victims to suicide. [Kyodo News]

Japan: Medical research team seeks

approval for pig kidney transplant to

human fetus

(hs) A medical team from Jikei University School of

Medicine, in collaboration with the National Center for

Child Health and Development, has submitted a

proposal to conduct an innovative clinical study

designed to temporarily transplant pig kidneys into

unborn children suffering from severe kidney disease.

If approved this would make Japan the first country to

attempt such animal-to-human transplants, with the

aim of starting procedures by 2026.

The project involves transplanting a 2-mm pig kidney

into two unborn children suffering from the Potter

sequence, a disease that prevents normal urine

production. The surgery is designed to take place four

weeks before the expected delivery date, this would

allow the fetus to produce urine immediately after

birth. The kidney will be removed after a few weeks,

once the child is eligible for dialysis. The doctors aim to

follow the patients' progress for ten years.
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The proposed method will undergo a thorough review

by a panel of experts in regenerative medicine and

bioethics at Jikei University. They will ensure that safety

and ethical issues, including communication with

mothers, are adequately addressed. Following this, the

team plans to submit their proposal to additional

screening at the National Centre for Child Health and

Development, aiming for government approval by the

end of the next fiscal year on 31 March 2026.

While animal-to-human transplants generally pose

risks of rejection, the medical team says that using

fetal pig tissue may lower these risks and require

minimal immunosuppressive medication. The project

is modeled after similar procedures conducted in the

United States, aimed at addressing the organ donor

shortage. [Kyodo News] [NHK]

Japan eyes expanding satellite network

(hs) Japan's initiative to expand its Michibiki Quasi-

Zenith Satellite System (QZSS) from 4 to 11 satellites

represents a significant advancement in achieving self-

reliant navigation capabilities. Announced by the

country’s space policy committee, this expansion aims

to provide precise location services across Japan

without dependence on the U.S. Global Positioning

System (GPS), addressing the increasing demand for

accurate positioning data for autonomous vehicles,

drone deliveries, and national security.

Currently, the QZSS consists of four satellites that

enhance GPS accuracy from several meters to within a

few centimeters. The strategy includes launching seven

satellites by fiscal year 2026, with the first two set for

launch by March 2025. An additional four satellites will

be developed as backups to ensure system reliability

during emergencies when GPS access may be

restricted.

Kazuto Suzuki, a University of Tokyo professor and

member of the space policy committee, noted that

with 11 satellites, the QZSS would cover nearly all of

Japan, including mountainous and urban areas where

GPS signals often falter. The expansion addresses

national security concerns by ensuring that Japan can

gather accurate location data independently, which is

vital during emergencies. Given the strategic

importance of independent navigation systems, Japan

aims to solidify its position in the Asia-Oceania region

by promoting Michibiki internationally.

The satellite system will feature geostationary satellites

positioned to remain directly over Japan for optimal
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signal reception. The government plans to allocate

several tens of billions of yen for developing these

satellites, underscoring its commitment to the project.

This ambitious plan not only enhances Japan's

navigation capabilities but also bolsters its strategic

autonomy in a complex geopolitical landscape,

safeguarding technological and national security

interests while ensuring reliable positioning data for

civilian and military applications. [Nikkei Asia] [Japan

Today]

Japan: Prime Minister Ishiba visits quake

and flood damage in Ishikawa

(sw) Prime Minister Shigeru Ishiba visited Ishikawa

Prefecture on October 5 to inspect areas hit by an

earthquake in January and heavy rains in September.

During the visit, Ishiba met survivors displaced by

flooding and toured the site of a major marketplace

destroyed by fire following the quake. He committed to

providing further funding for the recovery of the area.

Opposition leader Yoshihiko Noda also visited the

region, criticizing the use of reserve funds and

advocating for a supplementary budget that would

require Diet approval.

The January quake, with a magnitude of 7.6, claimed

over 400 lives, while the recent heavy rains resulted in

14 deaths. [Kyodo News]

Mongolia: Public administration

modernizes delivery of official letters

(fs)The Ministry of Electronic Development, Innovation

and Communications of Mongolia has announced the

introduction of the Paperless E-Government program,

which will allow the public administration to send

official letters electronically, as well as using digital

signatures.  

The old system required one to three days to review

and formalize the official letter, one to two days to

deliver it by mail within Ulaanbaatar, and seven days

outside of the capital city. Thus, the new electronic

system is expected to increase the government’s

productivity and substantially decrease the time

citizens will have to wait to receive official documents.

MNT 1.2 billion (USD 354,000) are expected to be saved

with the new system. [Sonin]
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Mongolia: Government to submit national

satellite project to parliament

(fs) Minister of Mongolia and Head of the Cabinet

Secretariat Uchral Nyam-Osor announced that the

National Communications Satellite Project, the first of

14 massive projects included in the Government of

Mongolia's 2024–2028 Action Program that were

introduced in September, will be presented to the

National Security Council and submitted to the

Parliament in the near future (see Asia in Review No.

38, September/2024, 3).

The national satellite launch is expected to grant

Mongolia a self-sufficient communication system that

will enable direct access to IT services and internet

access from anywhere in the country. Services like E-

Mongolia, E-School, and E-Hospital will be available,

and businesses will be able to use services that are

customized to their needs. Satellites are also expected

to be helpful in improving the country’s ability to stop

and deal with possible natural disasters.

Nyam-Osor said that France has been contributing to

the development of the project. He added that the two

governments have been holding negotiations for a

certain period. As part of their commitments, the

Mongolian government has allocated 15 percent of the

project’s funding in the amendments to the State

Budget law, complying with the agreements reached.

[Montsame]

Mongolia: More than 1000 ger households

in Ulaanbaatar to receive apartment

certificates

(fs) During the Cabinet session on October 2,

Ulaanbaatar's governor, Nyambaatar Khisgee,

announced that 1,008 ger households in the

Ulaanbaatar areas of Nogoon Nuur, Denjiin Myanga,

and Radio Television will receive apartment certificates

soon, following negotiations with the households.

A residential town near Nogoon Nuur, funded by a CNY

350 million (USD 50 million) grant from China, is 90 per

cent complete. Additionally, with support from the

Asian Development Bank and the European

Investment Bank, six new subcenters are being

developed in Ulaanbaatar’s ger districts to improve

housing infrastructure.
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These measures, related to the "Urban Revival" and

"20-Minute City" projects, are part of the government

plans to transfer property rights of apartments to

residents, with further discussion on the issue

expected at a future Cabinet session.

Ger districts are informal residential areas typically

found on the outskirts of Ulaanbaatar that consist of

parcels of land where residents live in traditional

Mongolian gers (yurts) or other forms of housing. Ger

districts house around 60 percent of Ulaanbaatar’s

population, often lacking essential infrastructure such

as centralized heating, proper sanitation, and paved

roads. [ADB] [Montsame]

Mongolia: First block of Buuruljuut power

plant starts to operate

(fs) The first block of the Buuruljuut power plant, a

coal-fired power station with a 150 MW capacity under

construction in Ulaanbataar, became operational as

scheduled on October 5.

Ulaanbataar Governor Khishgeegiin Nyambaatar

highlighted the importance of this project in meeting

Ulaanbaatar's growing energy needs, which rose by

11.3 percent this year.

The plant is expected to enhance energy reliability and

support large-scale infrastructure projects like metro

lines, highways, and urban development initiatives

planned for 2024-2028. It includes a 220 kV, 71 km

power transmission line, ensuring a stable power

supply for the city's future growth.

Block II, expected in 2025, will bring the plant's total

capacity to 300 MW, generating up to 2.1 billion kWh of

electricity annually. This development is part of

Mongolia's 2020-2024 Government Action Program

and the "New Revival Policy," which focuses on

enhancing economic independence, expanding energy

capacity, and improving infrastructure to support long-

term growth. [Sonin]

Mongolia: Minimum monthly wage to

increase starting April 2025

(fs) The Ministry of Family, Labour, and Social

Protection, along with the Mongolian Trade Union

Confederation and the Mongolian Employers’

Federation, agreed to raise the minimum wage by 20

percent. Effective April 1, 2025, the minimum monthly
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wage will increase from the current 660,000 MNT (USD

194) to 792,000 MNT (USD 233).

Additionally, it was proposed that the minimum wage

should reach 1 million MNT (USD 294) by 2026. The

government also aims to transition to a system where

wages will grow in alignment with productivity,

according to the Minister of Family, Labour, and Social

Protection. [News.mn]

Mongolia: S&P raises Development Bank

of Mongolia's rating to B+

(fs) S&P Global Ratings (S&P), one of the main three

credit rating agencies worldwide, upgraded the long-

term credit rating of the Development Bank of

Mongolia (DBM) to B+, with a positive outlook. The

short-term credit rating was affirmed at B. This

upgrade means S&P is the second of the three main

credit agencies that has raised Mongolia’s credit rating

recently, after Fitch Ratings did a couple of weeks

earlier (see Asia in Review No. 40, October/2024, 1).

As Mongolia’s state-owned policy bank, the DBM is

aligned with the country’s sovereign credit rating due

to its role in supporting strategic economic sectors,

particularly mining, agriculture, and transportation.

According to S&P Global, the bank is expected to

continue to receive government support if necessary,

playing a significant part in Mongolia's economic

development.

The DBM focuses on recovering assets and funding

projects that promote the nation’s export sectors,

contributing to long-term economic growth. S&P

emphasized that the bank’s rating outlook mirrors that

of the Mongolian government, indicating a strong link

between the two entities. [Montsame] [S&P Global]

North Korea: Kim Jong Un to remove

unification provisions in parliamentary

meeting

(ac) According to South Korea’s Ministry of Unification,

North Korea is preparing to revise its constitution

during a key parliamentary meeting on October 7 to

remove the Inter-Korean Basic Agreement, a treaty

signed in 1991 that defines the special, temporary

relationship aimed at reunification. The treaty also

symbolized peace and cooperation between the two

Koreas. [Yonhap News 1]
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South Korean authorities predict that North Korea is

likely to remove references to unification, instead

reinforcing ethnicity and race, and potentially claiming

South Korean territory in the event of war.

Earlier, North Korea announced that it would hold the

11th session of the 14th Supreme People's Assembly

(SPA). This meeting comes after Kim Jong Un in January

defined inter-Korean relations as "two states hostile to

each other" and abolished reconciliation efforts with

South Korea (see AiR No. 3, January/2024, 3). [Arirang

News]

South Korean authorities have expressed concerns

over Pyongyang potentially amending its constitution

at the upcoming SPA, as experts suggest North Korea

could declare a new maritime border south of the

current de facto sea border, the Northern Limit Line

(NLL). Officials also highlighted potential military

tensions on the Korean Peninsula, as reports indicated

Kim Jong Un visited artillery academy cadets and

conducted a live-fire drill ahead of the SPA.

According to North Korea’s state news agency, KCNA,

the drill was carried out by the 75th-term graduates of

the O Jin U Artillery Academy on October 6. Kim urged

the academy to improve "education and training in

guerrilla war tactics to wipe out the enemies through

rapid, mobile, and surprise operations." [Yonhap News

2] [KCNA]

North Korea: First national cadres

conference held to boost loyalty towards

Kim Jong Un

(bw) The First National Conference of Officials in the

Personnel Administration Sector, held in Pyongyang,

focused on "practical steps to turn personnel

administration into a scientific and efficient system,"

according to the Korean Central News Agency (KCNA).

Participants were also reportedly sent a letter from

Kim Jong Un outlining "the great immortal program,"

which garnered applause and pledges of loyalty

toward advancing the ruling party and state. The

contents of this program remain unknown.

A new training school for officials, aimed at reinforcing

the socialist state’s ideological foundations, was also

unveiled. KCNA hailed the conference as a "turning

point" for cadre development and reported that

participants at the meeting cited recent troubles as

deviations caused by a lack of firm ideological

determination. As a result, strict measures were
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introduced to ensure the "purity of the ranks of cadres

at a high level." [KCNA]

Some predict that the new school and the conference

aim to reinforce Kim's long-standing focus on shaping

officials' behavior, solidifying his own brand of

socialism, and enhancing his cult of personality. The

emphasis on selecting and preparing cadres for higher

offices is significant, especially with the upcoming

national elections, where candidates are pre-selected

by the DPRK leadership. [NK News]

With growing concerns over public discontent due to

flood damage, the meeting is seen as an attempt to

strengthen social discipline and loyalty. In July, both

the public security minister and a regional party

secretary were replaced for failing to prepare for heavy

rains in the northern border region along the Amnok

River. South Korean intelligence claims that 30 North

Korean officials were executed for their roles in the

flood disaster. [Korea JoongAng Daily] [The Guardian]

South Korea: First Lady’s not to be

charged in “luxury bag” case

(jb) The allegations against First Lady Kim Keon Hee

regarding her acceptance of bribes from an American

pastor in exchange for political favors will not be

pursued by the prosecution.

Despite the passage of a bill by the opposition

Democratic Party (DP), which holds a majority in the

National Assembly, calling for the prosecution of the

First Lady amid fierce resistance from President Yoon

Suk Yeol's ruling People Power Party (PPP), the Seoul

Central District Prosecutors' Office announced on

October 2 that they would not charge Kim, thereby

concluding a highly contested investigation.

Against the backdrop of a bill to prosecute the First

Lady, passed with the votes of the opposition

Democratic Party (DP) which commands the majority in

the National Assembly against the resistance of

President Yoon Suk Yeo’s ruling People Power Party

(PPP) the Seoul Central District Prosecutors’ Office

announced on October 2 that they will not charge Kim,

concluding a highly contested investigation.

The prosecution argued that Kim did not violate anti-

graft laws, viewing the received gifts as personal

tokens intended to secure opportunities for meetings

with the First Lady or to maintain relations with her,

rather than gifts related to President Yoon Suk Yeol's

official duties. They also concluded that no favors were
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given in return. Additionally, the prosecution dismissed

all claims that the luxury bag accepted by the First Lady

constituted a bribe, despite the opposition Democratic

Party's repeated arguments that this would create a

loophole for public officials to accept expensive gifts

under the guise of personal gifts. [Yonhap News

Agency]

The decision comes after the issue had been dragging

on for over two years and following a months-long

investigation into allegations that Kim had illegally

received a luxury bag worth more than USD 2,200,

along with other expensive items, from the pastor at

her office in 2022 in exchange for favors. The scandal

triggered a political outcry in the country and was a

factor in the devastating defeat of President Yoon Suk

Yeol's ruling Democratic Party in the April general

elections (see AiR No. 16, April/2024, 3). [The Straits

Times]

South Korea: National Assembly gears up

for annual government audit  

(jb) This year’s National Audit in South Korea, an

annual review conducted by the National Assembly’s

(NA) standing committees, began on October 7 and will

continue for 26 days. This year’s audit is expected to

feature heated clashes between the ruling and

opposition parties, as scandals and investigations

surrounding the current administration will be a

central focus.

A notable issue this year is the strong opposition to

bringing South Korea’s multinational corporations into

the audit, a recurring practice. Over 100 corporate

leaders have been summoned, including Hyundai

Motor Group’s Executive Chair Chung Eui-sun and

Samsung Electronics Chairman Roh Tae-moon, who

will appear before the NA’s Science, ICT, Broadcasting,

and Communications Committee – one of the 17

standing committees conducting the audit.

Corporate officials have expressed concerns that this

scrutiny could damage business morale and

sentiment. Some have cited tight overseas schedules

as an excuse for non-attendance, though critics view

this as a flimsy pretext. Financial executives

summoned include Kakao Pay’s CEO, who is under

scrutiny for data leaks affecting 40 million users, and

Qoo10’s leader, Ku Young-bae, implicated in risky

international investments and unpaid settlements.

Despite strict rules preventing corporations from

avoiding the audit, skepticism remains about whether

these executives will attend, as their appearance could
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harm their companies’ reputations. [The Korea Times

1] [The Korea Times 2]

The political tension between the ruling People Power

Party (PPP) and the main opposition Democratic Party

(DP) is also set to dominate the audit. The DP is

targeting scandals linked to the Presidential Office,

particularly allegations of bribery involving the First

Lady (see article above) and the Yoon administration’s

perceived mismanagement. The DP’s floor leader

announced plans to push for a “permanent special

counsel” and a “special probe” to investigate the First

Lady’s alleged interference in state affairs. They are

also demanding a parliamentary inquiry into the July

2023 death of a Marine, which they claim was

mishandled by the Presidential Office and the Defense

Ministry (see AiR No. 36, September/2024, 1).

On the other hand, the PPP will focus on legal

challenges facing DP leader Lee Jae-myung, who has

faced court proceedings since 2018, most recently last

week, over bribery, illegal fund transfers to North

Korea, and favoritism in real estate deals during his

time as mayor of Seongnam, Gyeonggi Province. The

PPP is using these scandals to accuse the DP of

hypocrisy and intends to undermine Lee’s leadership

during the audit. [Reuters]

While the National Audit is meant to correct

administrative practices and root out corruption

objectively, it appears this year’s process will be

overshadowed by political battles between the two

major parties. [The Korea Times 3]

South Korea: Yoon meets PPP floor leader,

maintains focus on medical reform

(jb) Amid the ongoing strike by junior doctors, which

has persisted since February due to the government's

controversial proposal to increase medical school

enrollment quotas, President Yoon Suk Yeol met with

the People Power Party (PPP) floor leader, Choo Kyung-

ho, to send a political signal and reaffirm his

commitment to medical reform.

The central issue of the reform – the government's

plan to increase medical student enrollment – has

been a point of contention between the ruling PPP and

the main opposition Democratic Party (DP). During the

October 2 meeting, Yoon emphasized his intent to

depoliticize the debate, stating, "Medical reform is

absolutely necessary as our society ages, and regional

and essential medical care is collapsing."

https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-euhlidk-l-hk/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-euhlidk-l-hk/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-euhlidk-l-hu/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-euhlidk-l-kl/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-euhlidk-l-kr/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-euhlidk-l-ky/


Notably absent from the meeting was PPP leader Han

Dong-hoon, fueling speculation of ongoing tensions

between Yoon and Han. Once considered close allies,

the two have increasingly diverged on sensitive issues,

including matters related to the First Lady. In addition,

while Han has taken a more conciliatory, mediatory

approach on medical reform, the Presidential Office

remains firm on its proposed enrollment numbers for

2025 (see article below). This rift has become a focal

point in the power struggle between Yoon and Han for

control of the party. [The Korea Times]

Yoon’s meeting was also seen as an attempt to regain

favor with PPP lawmakers, particularly after vetoing

three recent bills in the National Assembly, one related

to the First Lady’s bribery scandal (see article above).

As Yoon and the PPP face an all-time low approval

rating below 30 percent amid the prolonged walkout

by junior doctors, public discontent over the first lady

and friction between Yoon and Han, the main

opposition Democratic Party looks considerably rosy in

comparison, with a much more unified stance on the

doctors’ walkout as well as on the support for leader

Lee Jae-myung who is confronted with legal

proceedings on allegations including election law

violations and perjury. [Yonhap News Agency]

South Korea: Medical students asked to

return by March 2025 for leave validation

amid protests

(jb) The Ministry of Education has cracked down on the

phenomenon of “collective leave” which has been

utilized by medical school students who are engaged in

a walkout since February in response to the

government’s proposed increase in medical school

enrollment.

Education Minister Lee Ju Ho, during a press briefing

on October 6 with the Deputy Prime Minister,

announced that universities will now require students

to state explicit reasons for leave and that leave will

only be validated if they promise to return to campus

for classes by the deadline of March 2025. Students

who neglect to adhere to this will face the risk of

suspension or expulsion, in the worst case.

The deadline was declared to ensure attendance in

classes and training sessions, which have hit an all-

time low despite universities offering flexible academic

options. The ministry stated that collective protests

cannot be counted as a valid excuse for leave. As

current first year students have caused a disruption in
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course schedules, universities will be prioritizing

incoming freshmen for course registration while

offering returning students the space to readjust to

classes and will give them the required counselling for

their readjustment.

The Higher Education Act, which was put into place

originally in 1997 and guaranteed the right to

education and imposed an obligation on the state to

provide quality education to its citizens, could also be

amended by the ministry, as announced during the

briefing. As part of the amendment, grounds for leave

and the management of educational quality will be

altered according to the required standards of the

ministry and will involve students being limited to a

maximum of two consecutive semesters of leave,

special cases excluding. [Korea Legislation Research

Institute]

The Ministry of Education will also work in tandem with

the Ministry of Health and Welfare, which has been a

major party implicated in the trainee doctor walkout,

to rework medical licensing exam timetables and

resident selections so that the supply of doctors

remains satisfactory. Universities are also about to face

the stick from the government in terms of financial

support in the event that they fail to return to pre-

walkout operating levels by next year. Walkouts and

protests from students will be under close scrutiny

from the ministry, following the press briefing. [The

Chosun Daily English]

South Korea: Suicide ranks as fifth most

common death cause

(ac) According to findings of Statistics Korea, a

government statistics agency, South Korea saw a total

of 352,111 deaths in 2023. Cancer remained the

leading cause of death, accounting for 24.2 percent of

the total, followed by heart disease (9.4 percent),

pneumonia (8.3 percent) and cerebrovascular diseases

(6.9 percent). These four causes of death accounted for

41.9 percent of the total.

One particularly concerning finding is the rise in

suicide rates, which became the nation's fifth most

common cause of death. Suicide accounted for four

percent of all deaths, with a total of 13,978 people

taking their lives in 2023, translating to 27.3 deaths per

100,000 people. The findings also indicated an 8.5

percent increase compared to 2022, which saw 25.2

deaths per 100,000 people. [Chosun Daily]  [The Korea

Herald 1]
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Statistics Korea pointed out that rising social isolation

and post-pandemic economic strain have contributed

to the increase in suicide rates. Apart from economic

reasons, cultural factors have also contributed to the

high suicide rate in the country. Social experts argue

that a weak welfare system and a high emphasis on

wealth and success are to blame for the high suicide

rates in South Korea. [Statistic Korea, in Korean]

In 2004, South Korea launched its first national suicide

prevention initiative after recording the world’s fourth-

highest suicide rate in 2003, and the highest among

OECD members. At that time, the suicide rate was 25.2

deaths per 100,000 people, more than double the

OECD average of 10.6 deaths per 100,000. Reducing

suicide rates has been one of the government’s social

goals.

In 2023, South Korea’s Ministry of Health and Welfare

introduced a five-year plan to reduce the suicide rate

to below 20 per 100,000 people by 2027. The strategies

include targeting regional suicide prevention

programs, enhancing medical support, increasing

monitoring of harmful online content related to self-

harm, and strengthening response systems, with a

goal to achieve a 90 percent response rate to suicide

hotlines by 2027. [The Korea Herald 2]

South Korea: Appeal of profession in

armed forces decreases during Yoon

administration

(jb) The South Korean military is currently seeing a

sharp increase in dropout rates at its military

academies, despite there being an increase in

applications. Data presented by the defense ministry

for the year, showed that only 22.5 percent of

applicants appeared for the final interview after being

selected for the Korean Military Academy (KMA), which

was reported in comparison to the data from 2022 and

2023 which had a 39.9 and 33.6 percent appearance

rate respectively.

The Naval academy also saw similar appearance rates

over this time period. However, the Air Force academy

nearly saw a 50 percent decrease in appearance rates

between 2022 and 2024. The commitment of citizens

to training for the armed forces has decreased despite

the reputation that it held previously, with several

former Presidents graduating from the military

academy. The data was also set against the backdrop

of the previous Moon administration, which had

enrollment rates ranging from 42 to 51 percent. [The

Korea Herald]
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The Yoon administration in 2023 pushed for a pay

raise for conscripted troops, which forced the defense

budget to tighten in terms of salary increases paid out

to junior ranking soldiers. The pay of conscripted

sergeants rose by over KRW 350,000 (USD 260), with

the Ministry of National Defense paying out the same

amount in subsidies simultaneously. The goal during

Yoon’s presidential campaign was to reach an average

monthly salary per conscripted soldier of KRW 2.5

million (USD 1,850). The Ministry also promised an

increase in salaries by 30 percent by 2027 for non-

commissioned officers if they are placed in a border

unit or frontline unit.

Lawmaker Park Sun Won, who was a former deputy

director of the National Intelligence Service under the

Moon administration, stated, “Without improving pay

and treatment of the senior ranks of the military, we

are not going to be able to attract more qualified

candidates.”

The training academies are the lifeblood of the formal

profession of officer of the Korean Armed Forces and

the stagnation in salaries has been attributed as a

prime reason for the academies losing popularity as a

career option among young citizens. [The Korea Times

1] [The Korea Times 2]

Taiwan: Lawmakers call for social welfare

housing boost

(hs) Lawmakers from different political parties are

urging amendments to the Housing Act to tackle rising

housing prices and land shortages, which have led to

an insufficient supply of social welfare housing. Main

opposition Chinese Nationalist Party (Kuomintang,

KMT) Legislator Niu Hsu-ting criticized the

government’s land-selling policies, arguing they drive

up prices and reduce affordable housing availability.

Ruling Democratic Progressive Party (DPP) Legislator

Kuo Kuo-wen and minor opposition Taiwan People’s

Party (TPP) Legislator Mach Ngoc Tran called for long-

term urban renewal and land expropriation strategies

to expand social housing. Mach stressed that rezoning

policies should safeguard the housing rights of low- to

middle-income groups.

The civil-society Organization of Urban Re-s identified

limited land and slow construction as key obstacles,

while the Land Administration Agent Association

advocated for legal provisions ensuring social housing

is included in land development plans. [Taipei Times]
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Taiwan: Petition for dual citizenship

reaches threshold

(hs) A petition urging the Taiwan government to allow

foreign permanent residents to gain citizenship

without renouncing their original nationality has

surpassed the required signature threshold. The

petition, organized by non-governmental group

Crossroads was launched on August 18. By the

beginning of October they collected over 5,200

signatures, well ahead of their October 20 deadline.

Currently, foreign residents must renounce their

original nationality to gain citizenship, which limits

their integration and access to public services. The

proposed amendment would allow holders of Alien

Permanent Residency Cards (APRC) who have resided

in Taiwan for five years or longer to apply for

citizenship without giving up their original citizenship.

This change aims to enhance integration for the 38,000

foreign permanent residents while addressing Taiwan’s

talent needs. With 891,000 ARC holders and 38,000

APRC holders in Taiwan, this proposed change would

affect a small percentage of the population, potentially

fostering greater support for long-term foreign

residents. [Taipei Times]

The initiative stems from Taiwan's recent liberalization

of immigration laws in response to significant

demographic challenges, including a declining

birthrate and an ageing population. Crossroads argues

that allowing dual citizenship is crucial for attracting

foreign talent and addressing pressing economic and

social issues.

Crossroads also announced that they are contacting

lawmakers and plan to hold a press conference in late

October to discuss the petition’s success and next

steps. The petition requires the government to

deliberate and respond within two months, though this

period may be extended. Taiwanese citizens and

foreign residents can continue to voice their opinions

on the issue until October 20. [Taiwan News]

Taiwan: Prosecutors allowed to seize land

in Taiwan Core Pacific corruption case

(am) A court has approved the seizure of Core Pacific

City assets related to NT$11.17 billion (US$347.87

million) in illegal profits, reportedly generated by a 20

percent floor area bonus approved by former Taipei
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Mayor and current leader of the opposition Taiwan

People’s Party (TPP) Ko Wen-je. The Taipei District

Prosecutors Office's application to seize the land was

granted to prevent Core Pacific Development

Corporation from transferring or selling it, ensuring the

developer could pay future fines.

The case led to the detention of Ko, his former Deputy

Mayor Pong Cheng-sheng, Core Pacific Chair Sheen

Ching-jing, Kuomintang (KMT) Taipei City Councillor

Angela Ying, and others (see AiR No. 37,

September/2024, 2).

Sheen allegedly paid Ying to pressure officials into

approving the extension of the floor area ratio for the

project. Ko maintains his innocence, and supporters of

his TPP have protested, alleging unfair persecution.

[Taiwan News]

Taiwan: Investment threshold lowered

(am) Taiwan’s Ministry of Economic Affairs has

announced the Statute for Industrial Innovation would

be amended to lower investment thresholds.

Under current legislation, venture capital limited

partnerships investing in startups must have a paid-in

capital of approximately USD 9.2 million. The proposed

amendments will reduce the paid-in capital for

partnerships to USD 4.6 million.

Furthermore, persons who invest in cash to establish

startups less than two years old with an annal

investment of USD 30 thousand in the same company

and hold the newly issued shares for two years can

deduct up to 50 percent of the investment amount

from their annual comprehensive income.  A new

provision will be added that provides tax incentives for

high-risk startups established for more than two but

less than five years.

The amendments are designed to encourage

investment and growth in startup companies. They will

take effect on January 1, 2025. [Taiwan News]

Taiwan: Typhoon Krathon kills two,

injures nearly 700

(hs) Typhoon Krathon left two dead, 667 injured, and

one missing in Taiwan, according to Taiwan’s Central

Emergency Operation Center (CEOC) on October 4.

[Taiwan News]
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The typhoon, downgraded to a tropical depression on

October 4, also caused the Love River to overflow in

Kaohsiung. Flooding was reported in 543 locations.

[Focus Taiwan].
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Bangladesh: Interim leader Yunus faces

demands for electoral reforms from major

political parties

(lm) During a dialogue held with Bangladesh's chief

adviser and de facto leader, Muhammad Yunus,

leaders of major political parties demanded a road

map for electoral reforms and the next general

election, highlighting concerns over rising commodity

prices and deteriorating law and order. The meeting

involved the main opposition Bangladesh Nationalist

Party (BNP), its former key ally, the major Islamist

Jamaat-e-Islami party, as well as the Islamist Islami

Andolan Bangladesh political party. Leaders from the

Ganatantra Mancha and Baam Gonotantrik Morcha,

two platforms for left-leaning political parties, were

also present.

The BNP delegation, led by Secretary General Mirza

Fakhrul Islam Alamgir, demanded a road map for the

election and called for immediate changes to the

Election Commission (EC) to ensure impartiality. They

also requested the removal of members of the interim

government whom they claimed opposed the

objectives of the recent mass uprising that resulted in
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the ouster of ex-Prime Minister Sheikh Hasinas

administration in early August.

The BNP demanded that members of previous ECs,

who were involved in what they termed as "farcical"

elections in 2014, 2018, and 2024, be brought to

justice. They also called for charges of sedition against

former chief justice ABM Khairul Haque, whom they

accused of undermining the electoral system. The

party criticized the judicial appointments made under

Hasina's Awami League government and expressed

concerns over the release of individuals accused of

corruption and other crimes.

Jamaat-e-Islami echoed similar demands, seeking two

separate road maps—one for reforms and another for

the next election. They emphasized the importance of

reforms as a prerequisite for a credible election, urging

the interim government to remain impartial and avoid

extending its rule unnecessarily. They also addressed

concerns about ensuring public safety during Durga

Puja celebrations.

The leftist alliances, represented by leaders like Ruhin

Hossain Prince of the Communist Party of Bangladesh,

called for swift government action to control inflation

and ensure law and order. They expressed concerns

that any delay in the election could lead to disruptive

activities by "evil forces." They also criticized the

restrictions on student politics in universities and

condemned the increasing influence of communal

forces.

The leaders of other participating parties, such as

Islami Andolan Bangladesh and Amar Bangladesh

Party, stressed the need for broader reforms, with

Islami Andolan proposing the formation of nine

additional reform commissions. Concerns were also

raised about the inefficiencies and failures of the

current administration.

In response, Chief Adviser Yunus reassured the

participants that reforms and elections were the

interim government's top priorities. He stated that the

reform commissions would consult political parties

and other stakeholders before submitting their reports

within three months. Once the reports are received,

further discussions will be held to reach a consensus

on implementing the reforms. Preparations for the

election and the formation of the new EC will proceed

in parallel to ensure a timely election once an

agreement is reached.[The Daily Star]
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Bangladesh: Full commission on

constitutional reforms formed

(lm) Bangladesh’s interim government has officially

constituted a full commission to recommend

constitutional reforms, led by Ali Riaz, a Distinguished

Professor at Illinois State University. The commission

includes eight other members, such as Dhaka

University law professors and rights activists.

This formation follows Yunus's September 11 speech,

where he announced six reform commissions targeting

the constitution, electoral system, police, judiciary,

public administration, and the Anti-Corruption

Commission. On October 3, five other reform

commissions were also established. [The Daily Star]

Bangladesh: Interim government

uncertain about ousted ex-Prime Minister

Hasina’s whereabouts

(lm) Bangladesh’s interim government remains

uncertain about the current whereabouts of former

Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina, as confirmed by Foreign

Affairs Adviser Touhid Hossain. Despite efforts to verify

her location with both Indian and United Arab Emirates

(UAE) authorities, no official confirmation has been

received.

Hasina fled to India on August 5 following mass

protests, seeking refuge amid escalating political

tensions. Earlier, Law Affairs Adviser Prof Asif Nazrul

indicated that she could be brought back to

Bangladesh if legal procedures demanded it. [The Daily

Star 1]

In related updates, Abul Kalam Azad, former lawmaker

and ex-principal secretary to Hasina, was arrested by

the Detective Branch of police in Dhaka. Officials

reported that Azad had been in hiding since the fall of

the Awami League government in early August and

was wanted in multiple cases involving alleged

misconduct during the party's tenure. Azad previously

served as a member of parliament and held several

prominent government roles, including principal

secretary and coordinator for Sustainable

Development Goals (SDGs) initiatives. [The Daily Star 2]

Bangladesh: Student organization issues

ultimatum demanding ban on Awami

League student wing
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(lm) Bangladesh's Chhatra Odhikar Parishad, a student

organization that emerged in 2018 during the student

protests, on October 8 issued a 24-hour ultimatum

demanding a ban on the Bangladesh Chhatra League

(BCL), the student wing of the ousted Awami League.

The ultimatum was announced during a memorial

event marking the fifth anniversary of Abrar Fahad's

death, a student who was killed by BCL activists in

2019. The organization threatened further protests if

the ban is not implemented. [The Daily Star]

Bangladesh: Interim leader Yunus

grabbed power through violence, Awami

League official alleges

(lm) Jahangir Kabir Nanak, a presidium member of ex-

Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina's ousted Awami League,

recently accused Bangladesh's interim leader

Muhammad Yunus of seizing power through illegal

means and committing acts of violence, including

killings, arson, and looting. Nanak expressed deep

concern over these alleged atrocities and vowed that

those responsible would face justice in Bangladesh. He

also criticized the current government for its failure to

address soaring prices and maintain law and order,

accusing them of targeting Awami League members

instead. [The Daily Star 1]

Echoing these concerns, the Awami League has

demanded the arrest of those responsible for

attacking, looting, and setting fire to the homes of its

leaders and activists. In a statement posted on its

verified Facebook page, the party also demanded the

arrest of "notorious BNP terrorists" before targeting

Awami League activists.

It also condemned Muhammad Yunus for suggesting

the idea of "pressing the reset button" to erase the

country's history, calling it objectionable. [The Daily

Star 2]

Bangladesh: Actor Sohel Rana launches

Bangladesh Justice Party

(lm) Masud Parvez, a prominent actor, popularly

known as Sohel Rana, has launched a new political

organization called "Bangladesh Justice Party"

('Bangladesh Insaf Party' in Bangla). The party was

formally announced at a meeting held in Dhaka on

October 3. A 51-member committee for the party will

be announced later this month or in early November,
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and the party has chosen a pigeon as its symbol,

representing peace.

Sohel Rana, a prominent figure in Dhallywood's

"Golden Era," has long been involved in politics, with

leadership roles in student organizations during his

college years. He joined the Jatiya Party in 2009 and

served as an adviser to its chairman, former president

HM Ershad. In addition to his political career, Sohel

Rana has made significant contributions to

Bangladesh's film industry, producing and acting in

films, including the country's first Liberation War film,

"Ora Egaro Jon." He has won the National Film Award

three times and received a Lifetime Achievement

Award for his contributions to cinema. [The Daily Star]

Bangladesh: Reform public admin

committee

(lm) The Inter-Cadre Discrimination Elimination

Council, an advocacy group representing members

from various civil service cadres in Bangladesh, has

demanded the reformation of the Public

Administration Reform Committee, calling for a non-

civil servant expert to lead the commission.

At a press conference, representatives from 25

different civil service cadres criticized the current

dominance of the administration cadre in the

committee, with six out of eight members being from

the same cadre, including the chairman. This structure,

they argued, has led to persistent discrimination and

stagnated progress in public service management.

[The Daily Star]

Bangladesh: Education Service

Commission demanded for private sector

(lm) The Bangladesh College Shikkhak Samity (Bakshis)

and Bangladesh Principals' Council (BPC), two

professional associations representing educators in

Bangladesh, particularly those involved in private

colleges,  have demanded the establishment of a

separate Education Service Commission for private

colleges to enhance education quality. They also called

for the gradual nationalization of private colleges and

equal benefits for private college teachers, including

salaries, allowances, and promotions similar to those

of government teachers.
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Other demands included abolishing governing bodies

in private institutions to reduce political influence,

introducing a transfer system and pension for private

educators, and improving law and order. The

organizations urged the government to reform the

education sector and address issues of economic crisis

and politicization. [The Daily Star]

Bangladesh: Appointment of High Court

judges must be transparent

(lm) A panel of legal experts and activists called for

transparency in the appointment of High Court judges

and emphasized the need for judicial independence

free from political influence, noting the erosion of

democratic culture and judicial autonomy over the

past 15 years.

In Bangladesh, High Court judges are appointed by the

President based on the advice of the Prime Minister.

The process is outlined in Article 95 of the Constitution

of Bangladesh, which stipulates that judges must be

appointed from among those who have been

advocates of the Supreme Court for at least 10 years,

or have held a judicial office for not less than 10 years.

The appointment process has faced criticism for

lacking transparency and being subject to political

influence. There is no formal application or open

selection procedure, and appointments are often

influenced by political considerations. The Chief Justice

generally plays a role in recommending names, but the

final decision rests with the President, who acts on the

Prime Minister's advice.

Against this backdrop, during the discussion at The

Daily Star Centre, speakers highlighted various issues

undermining the judiciary, including political

interference, case backlogs, and corruption within legal

institutions. Key recommendations included creating a

separate secretariat for the judiciary, enacting distinct

policies for judge postings, and establishing laws to

improve transparency in judicial appointments.

The discussion also pointed to the need for reforms in

police, public administration, and prison systems, with

speakers emphasizing that the judiciary cannot

function independently without comprehensive

changes across these sectors. [The Daily Star]
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Bangladesh: Anti-graft body needs to be

overhauled

(lm) The Anti-Corruption Commission (ACC) needs a

comprehensive overhaul to become more effective

and independent, according to Iftekharuzzaman, head

of the Anti-Corruption Reform Commission and

executive director of Transparency International

Bangladesh. He criticized political appointments and

the influence of bureaucrats, which have undermined

the ACC's independence.

The reform commission will focus on reviewing and

potentially amending relevant laws to strengthen the

ACC's role in holding the corrupt accountable and

preventing corruption. Input from various

stakeholders, including former ACC officials and

students involved in recent political movements, will

be sought, with the final report expected within three

months. [The Daily Star]

Bangladesh: 250 tons of rice looted from

government warehouse

(lm) An allegation has surfaced regarding the

misappropriation of 250 tonnes of rice from a

government warehouse in Lalmonirhat. The

warehouse officer, in collusion with a rice trader,

allegedly looted the rice last week. Authorities have

since recovered 30 tons of the stolen rice during a raid.

A case has been filed against those involved, and a

four-member committee has been formed to

investigate the incident, with a report expected within

five working days. [The Daily Star]

Bangladesh: CSA continues DSA’s

oppression, victims say

(lm) Victims of the Cyber Security Act (CSA), 2023, are

calling for its repeal, claiming that it continues the

oppressive practices of the earlier Digital Security Act

(DSA), 2018, by stifling freedom of speech. At a

roundtable held at the National Press Club,

participants shared personal accounts of harassment

and abuse under these laws, highlighting the chilling

effect on dissent and free expression.

Participants expressed frustration over harsh jail

conditions, repeated denials of bail, and the law’s use

to silence dissent. They called for compensation for

victims and accountability for those responsible, urging
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for the complete abolition of the CSA and DSA,

emphasizing that no law should suppress free speech.

[Dhaka Tribune]

Bangladesh: Petition filed for defamation

case against suspended official over

alleged remarks

(lm) A petition has been submitted to a Dhaka court

seeking permission to file a defamation case against

suspended assistant commissioner Tapashee

Tabassum Urmi. The case relates to her alleged

defamatory remarks about a person that died during

the recent mass uprising, and other figures. The

complaint accuses Tapashee of undermining the

legitimacy of the current government and making

statements that could harm its stability and damage

the reputation of its officials. The court will decide on

the matter at a later date. [Dhaka Tribune]

Bangladesh: Journalist Golam Sarwar

demands withdrawal of defamation case

(lm) Golam Sarwar, a Bangladeshi journalist, has

demanded the withdrawal of a defamation case filed

against him by Anisuzzaman Chowdhury, the brother

of former Land Minister Saifuzzaman Chowdhury, over

a report accusing Anisuzzaman of land-grabbing.

Sarwar, speaking during a human chain protest with

his family in front of the Chattogram Press Club,

described the hardships he has faced over the past

four years, including financial and security issues that

forced him to relocate his family. The defamation suit

seeks BDT 1 billion (USD 8.3 million) in damages. [The

Daily Star]

Sarwar's situation drew significant public attention

when, in November 2020, he was found unconscious

beside a canal in Sitakunda, stripped down to his

underwear and pleading for his life. This incident

occurred just days after his report was published,

raising concerns about possible retaliation. Sarwar has

since struggled financially and faced threats, forcing

him to leave his home and relocate his family to a

village.

Bangladesh: Three years after incident,

trials for Cumilla violence cases yet to

begin
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(lm) Three years after the 2021 incident in Cumilla,

Bangladesh, where a Quran was placed at a Hindu

religious pavilion, sparking widespread communal

violence and attacks on temples, no related cases have

gone to trial. Following the incident, 12 cases were filed

in the district, with the Criminal Investigation

Department (CID) investigating six of them.

Charge sheets were submitted in two cases under the

Digital Security Act against 10 individuals, while 99

others were charged with vandalism under the Special

Powers Act. However, legal proceedings have yet to

commence. The Police Bureau of Investigation (PBI)

also submitted charge sheets in three additional cases,

including one related to the murder of a victim during

the violence.

Despite the completion of investigations, delays in

legal processes and challenges in gathering witnesses

have stalled progress. Local leaders have expressed

frustration over the continued lack of action to bring

the cases to court. [The Daily Star]

Bangladesh: 25 factories closed amid

protests in Gazipur

(lm) 25 garment factories in Gazipur, one of

Bangladesh's major industrial hubs, especially known

for its extensive garment sector, were closed on

October 4 amid worker and job seeker protests.

Protesters gathered in multiple locations, including

Gazipur Chowrasta and Basan Road, while about 300

workers marched towards Chattogram Road. Police,

army, and Border Guard Bangladesh (BGB) forces

attempted to disperse the crowds, leading to the

decision to close factories to prevent unrest. [The Daily

Star 1]

The protests in Gazipur are part of a larger wave of

unrest in the garment sector, driven primarily by

workers demanding better wages and unpaid dues.

Workers have expressed dissatisfaction with the recent

minimum wage hike announced by the government,

which raised wages to BDT 12,500, a 56 percent

increase that workers deemed insufficient compared

to their demand for BDT 23,000. This has led to

continued protests, including clashes with police and

significant disruptions to traffic in the area.

In addition to wage demands, other grievances include

delayed payments, with some workers taking drastic

action after waiting months for wages. Protests often

escalate, resulting in the temporary closure of several
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factories and heightened security measures involving

police and other security forces.

In related updates, 20 garment workers were assaulted

at a factory in Ashulia after an argument with the

management. The incident occurred after workers

refused to sign a document that would have reinstated

officials previously dismissed following worker

agitation. Factory authorities allegedly brought in

around 150 outsiders who attacked the workers,

injuring at least 20, with police reportedly not

intervening during the assault. Six individuals were

detained by joint forces in connection with the

incident. [The Daily Star 2]

Bangladesh: Child safety at risk as

hazardous toys flood Dhaka markets

(asa) A concerning number of unsafe toys containing

dangerous chemicals are flooding Dhaka markets,

putting children's health at serious risk, especially

those under the age of six. A recent study conducted

by the Environment and Social Development

Organization (ESDO) in collaboration with BAN Toxics,

a Philippines-based organization, found that 80

percent of children's toys in local markets contain

harmful substances, with most of these imported from

China.

The study revealed alarming levels of heavy metals

such as lead, mercury, cadmium, chromium, and

arsenic in toys sold in popular markets like

Chawkbazar, Newmarket, and Bashundhara City.

ESDO's XRF analysis of 150 toy samples showed that all

of them contained at least one hazardous chemical,

posing a significant threat to children’s physical health,

including kidney damage and impaired mental

development.

Despite these findings, a lack of regulatory oversight

has allowed the widespread distribution of these

unsafe toys. Md Abul Kalam Azad, Deputy Director of

the Department of Environment, expressed concern,

stating that while the department monitors air and

water quality at toy factories, it does not oversee the

chemicals used in toy production. He acknowledged

the need for urgent action, especially as many factories

operate without proper licensing.

The Bangladesh Standards and Testing Institution

(BSTI) has also acknowledged the issue. Director Nurul

Amin stated that while the BSTI is currently working on

quality control for 299 products, toys are not yet

included. However, the institution has begun
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formulating policies to regulate toy production and

imports in line with international standards. [Dhaka

Tribune]

Bangladesh: Interim leader Yunus

advocates for child development to shape

new country

(asa) Bangladesh’s interim leader Muhammad Yunus

stressed the need for proper development of children

to build a prosperous Bangladesh ahead of World

Children’s Day. He highlighted the importance of

education, safety, nutrition, and mental well-being for

children, who will become future professionals in

various fields. Yunus reaffirmed the government's

commitment to addressing issues like child labor and

malnutrition and expressed hope for the success of

World Children’s Day and Children’s Rights Week 2024.

[Dhaka Tribune] [Bangla News 24]

Bangladesh: Nari Sanghati calls for

women's rights commission, legal reforms

(lm) Nari Sanghati, a women's welfare organization,

has called for the formation of a women's rights

commission to ensure equality, justice, and security for

women in all aspects of life. At a rally in Shahbagh, they

emphasized the need for reforms in inheritance and

family laws, justice for victims of sexual violence, and

the end of misogynistic actions. Speakers criticized the

patriarchal nature of the current legal system and

called for implementing anti-harassment measures

and reserving one-third of parliamentary seats for

women through direct elections. The rally highlighted

that while the constitution guarantees women's rights

in public life, family and property rights are still

governed by religious laws. [The Daily Star 1]

Separately, the Manusher Jonno Foundation (MJF), a

notable non-governmental organization, voiced

concerns over the safety of girls in educational

institutions following the alleged rape of a seventh-

grade student by a teacher in Khagrachhari. MJF

Executive Director Shaheen Anam highlighted the

vulnerability of girls to sexual harassment in schools

and criticized the insufficient protective measures

taken by authorities. Anam also called for the

enforcement of a High Court directive on sexual

harassment in educational institutions and the

introduction of legislation to criminalize such acts.

Additionally, she condemned the mob's actions in
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beating the accused teacher to death, emphasizing

that justice should be sought through legal channels.

[The Daily Star 2]

Bangladesh: Five more die of dengue, 927

hospitalized

(lm) Between October 5-6, five additional dengue-

related deaths were reported in Bangladesh, bringing

the total death toll for the year to 182. According to the

Directorate General of Health Services (DGHS), 927

new patients were hospitalized due to the mosquito-

borne disease during this period. Of the recent

fatalities, two were in Dhaka South City Corporation,

one in Dhaka North City Corporation, and two in the

Barishal division.

Since January 2024, a total of 35,365 dengue cases

have been recorded. Last year saw a record 1,705

deaths and 321,179 cases, making it the deadliest year

on record for dengue in Bangladesh. [The Daily Star]

Bangladesh: Floods cause USD 1.20 billion

damage in eastern parts of country

(lm) Recent floods in eastern Bangladesh have caused

estimated damages of BDT 144.21 billion (USD 1.20

billion), according to a study by the Centre for Policy

Dialogue (CPD). The floods, which began on August 19,

affected 11 districts, including Sylhet, Noakhali, and

Chattogram. The damages represent 1.81 percent of

the national budget for FY 2024-25 and 0.29 percent of

FY24’s GDP.

The agriculture and forestry sectors were the most

affected, with losses amounting to BDT 51.70 billion

(35.85 percent of the total). Infrastructure losses

totaled BDT 46.54 billion (32.27 percent), while housing

incurred BDT 24.07 billion (16.69 percent). Noakhali

experienced the highest monetary losses, followed by

Cumilla, Feni, and Chattogram. [The Daily Star]

Bangladesh: 297 killed by lightning in

eight months

(lm) Between February and September 2024, lightning

strikes killed at least 297 people and injured 73 across

Bangladesh, according to Save the Society and

Thunderstorm Awareness Forum (SSTAF). Most
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fatalities occurred during agricultural work, with May

seeing the highest number of deaths (96), followed by

June (77) and September (47). [The Daily Star]

Bangladesh: Interim government cancels

LNG terminal deal with Summit Group

(lm) The Bangladesh government has canceled its

contract with Summit Group for the construction of a

second floating LNG terminal (FSRU) following a

directive from the Ministry of Power, Energy, and

Mineral Resources. Petrobangla Chairman Zanendra

Nath Sarker confirmed the cancellation on October 7.

Summit Group, a leading infrastructure conglomerate

in Bangladesh known for its work in energy, power,

and communications, expressed disappointment,

calling the decision "unreasonable" and stating that

they will appeal for a review. The contract, signed on

March 30, included building the terminal and supplying

1.5 million tons of liquefied natural gas annually by

2026. [Dhaka Tribune]

Bangladesh: ECNEC approves rail-road

bridge project over Karnaphuli River with

USD 9.72 million budget

(lm) The Executive Committee of the National

Economic Council (Ecnec) has approved a project to

build a dual-gauge, double-line rail and double-lane

road bridge over the Karnaphuli River at Chattogram's

Kalurghat. The project, costing BDT 1,156.77 million

(USD 9.72 million), is expected to be completed by

December 2030. This bridge aims to ease congestion

on the Dhaka-Chattogram-Cox's Bazar rail corridor.

Despite the opening of the Chattogram-Cox's Bazar rail

line last year, smooth connectivity will not be achieved

until the bridge is functional. The project faced delays

since its inception in 2014, with South Korea providing

a BDT 7,125 million (USD 59.85 million) loan for the

initiative.

Additionally, Ecnec approved revisions for three other

projects, including the Matarbari Port Development

Project and the SASEC-2 Road Connectivity Project,

with revised budgets and deadlines. [The Daily Star]
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Bangladesh: Tribal party of hill tracts

blames security forces, settlers for recent

riots

(lm) The Parbatya Chattagram Jana Samhati Samiti

(PCJSS), a tribal party from Bangladesh's Chittagong Hill

Tracts (CHT), has accused security forces and Bengali

settlers of instigating recent communal clashes that led

to deaths, injuries, and destruction of property. The

riots, which occurred on September 19-20 in

Khagrachari, Dighinala, and Rangamati, resulted in five

deaths and significant damage, including burning of

over 100 houses and shops.

The PCJSS, which signed a peace accord with the

government in 1997, demanded a judicial probe into

the attacks, compensation for victims' families, and

punishment for the perpetrators. They stressed that

the full implementation of the 1997 CHT Accord is

crucial for resolving the ongoing crisis peacefully.

Despite the unrest, the PCJSS refused to align with rival

groups, the UPDF and UPDF (Democratic), to issue a

joint condemnation of the violence. [The Hindu]

Bangladesh: DMP chief seeks public help

to locate officers in hiding

(lm) The Dhaka Metropolitan Police (DMP)

Commissioner Mainul Hasan has called on the public

to assist in locating several police officers who have

gone into hiding following their involvement in

suppressing student and public protests in July and

August. The officers have been missing since August 5

and have yet to return to duty.

Hasan also addressed legal actions taken in response

to incidents at police stations, including the deaths of

several officers on August 5, specifically mentioning

cases related to the Jatrabari and Uttara East police

stations. [Dhaka Tribune]

Bangladesh: RAB will no longer get

involved in killings, director general says

(lm) The Director General (DG) of the Rapid Action

Battalion (RAB), AKM Shahidur Rahman, has stated that

the security force will no longer be involved in

extrajudicial killings and enforced disappearances,

acknowledging these practices as illegal. Rahman

emphasized that while RAB retains the right to act in

self-defense, such as returning fire when attacked, the
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law strictly prohibits acts like enforced disappearances

or the killing of individuals under custody.

Rahman also voiced support for the newly established

Commission of Inquiry on Enforced Disappearances

and assured that RAB will adhere to national and

international human rights standards. Furthermore,

Rahman denied any knowledge of secret detention

facilities such as "Aynaghar," which have been linked to

allegations of human rights violations in Bangladesh.

[The Daily Star]

Bangladesh: Second oil tanker fire raises

sabotage concerns at Chattogram Port

(lm) Another fire broke out on a Bangladesh Shipping

Corporation (BSC) oil tanker, "Banglar Shourabh," at

the outer anchorage of Chittagong Port, just five days

after an explosion on another BSC tanker, "Banglar

Jyoti." The Coast Guard managed to rescue 36 of the 50

crew members, while 14 remain missing after jumping

into the sea.

Authorities suspect these recent fires on BSC oil

tankers in Chattogram port could be acts of sabotage

aimed at destabilizing the country's energy security. In

response, the Bangladesh Petroleum Corporation

(BPC) has directed all energy depots nationwide to

enhance cautionary measures, and security has been

bolstered at Chattogram port by the Bangladesh Navy,

Coast Guard, and Chittagong Port Authority.

Furthermore,

Investigations are underway, with several committees

established to probe the incidents. Additional

measures are also being considered, including the

implementation of a single point mooring (SPM)

system to improve crude oil transport safety. [The

Daily Star 1] [The Daily Star 2]

Bhutan: Strategic leaders appointed to

propel Gelephu Mindfulness City to global

prominence

(lm) Bhutan's King Jigme Khesar Namgyel Wangchuck

has appointed Mun Leong Liew as CEO to lead Gelephu

Mindfulness City (GMC), a groundbreaking initiative in

Bhutan's Special Administrative Region aimed at

developing a global economic hub based on mindful

and sustainable growth.
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Liew has a background in international investment,

urbanization, infrastructure, and airport development,

notably working with CapitaLand, Changi Airport, and

Surbana Jurong Group. His leadership at CapitaLand

saw the company grow to a USD 12 billion market

capitalization and expand across 20 countries. Liew,

along with other strategic appointees will help steer

the development of GMC. [Kuensel 1] [The Nation]

Meanwhile, former Prime Minister of Bhutan, Lotay

Tshering, has been appointed as the Governor of GMC

King Wangchuck, following a recommendation from

the GMC Board of Directors during their inaugural

meeting. In his role, Tshering will lead the domestic

implementation of the GMC strategy, ensuring the

project's development aligns with Bhutanese values

and the vision for sustainable growth. [Kuensel 2]

These appointments coincided with the Bhutan

Innovation Forum (BIF), held from October 1 to 3,

brought together international experts, including

Nobel Laureates, CEOs, and innovators, to advance the

GMC initiative. The forum featured discussions on

topics such as sustainable urban development, ethical

innovation, entrepreneurship, and Bhutan's economic

growth through renewable energy.

The forum emphasized creating a robust governance

framework for GMC by adopting Singaporean law and

highlighted initiatives like establishing ORO Bank,

Asia's first full-reserve digital bank, and introducing

"Ter," a blockchain-based currency backed by physical

gold. [Kuensel 3]

Bhutan: Opposition MP charged with child

molestation

(lm) An opposition Member of Parliament (MP) in

Bhutan has been charged with child molestation in

Trongsa court. The allegations, involving a then 14-

year-old girl, date back two years when the MP was

serving as a gewog administrative officer in Trongsa.

The Office of the Attorney General filed the case after

the Trongsa police handed it over on August 9, 2024.

The incident came to light when the victim’s mother

sought treatment for her daughter, which led to a

complaint being filed by the PEMA Secretariat on July 9.

The MP, arrested on July 24 and granted bail the same

day, had previously invoked parliamentary immunity,

delaying his arrest. The MP denies the allegations,

claiming he accidentally touched the girl while asking

for a broom inside the house. The charge of child

molestation under Bhutan's Penal Code is classified as
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a fourth-degree felony, carrying a sentence of three to

five years in prison. [Kuensel]

Bhutan: Government to allow foreign

workers for agriculture

(lm) Bhutan's government will allow the use of foreign

laborers in the agricultural sector to address labor

shortages that have led to large tracts of fallow land,

especially in border districts like Punakha. The initiative

aims to reduce high labor costs, rejuvenate

uncultivated land, and improve agricultural

productivity. In 2023, 66,000 acres of farmland

remained uncultivated, with rice imports amounting to

BDT 3.1 billion (USD 37.2 million).

The Agriculture Ministry plans to pilot the employment

of seasonal foreign workers and has developed a task

force and a Standard Operating Procedure (SOP) for

Cabinet approval. The use of foreign labor is also

expected to reduce dependence on chemical

herbicides and prevent rural-urban migration by

providing sufficient labor.

Additionally, the government is considering

mechanization to boost farming efficiency, with a

proposed JICA-ODA loan of BDT 3.5 billion (USD 42

million) to procure over 14,000 machines. Collective

farming and shifting to high-value, low-labor crops

such as asparagus and strawberries are other

strategies being considered. The ministry is also

developing programs to attract youth to agriculture,

including training, financial incentives, and agritech

innovations like drones. [Kuensel]

Bhutan: Agribusiness faces hurdles amid

low private sector participation and

financing challenges

(lm) Agribusiness development in Bhutan faces

challenges due to low private sector participation, a

lack of viable projects, and underdeveloped value

chains. These issues were discussed at the Bhutan

Country Investment Roundtable, organized by the FAO

and APRACA to improve rural financial services.

Key challenges highlighted include low financial literacy

among farmers, restrictive collateral policies, high-

interest rates, and a 24.5 percent decline in agricultural

credit from 2022 to 2023. Agriculture employs 43.5

percent of the workforce and contributes 14.57
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percent to GDP, but financing for rural enterprises

remains limited.

The roundtable sought solutions such as improving

policies for private sector involvement, increasing

financial literacy, leveraging digital finance, and

fostering research and development. An action-

oriented plan was developed, and participants will

attend further training to enhance understanding of

rural finance.

The initiative is part of a broader technical cooperation

program involving Bhutan, Bangladesh, Laos, Nepal,

and the Solomon Islands. [Kuensel]

Bhutan: Advancing ESG initiatives for

sustainable bond market and reporting

standard

(lm) Bhutan is advancing its environmental, social, and

governance (ESG) initiatives to develop a sustainable

bond market and reporting framework. Although

Bhutan has integrated ESG principles into its economic

development for over 60 years, challenges remain in

fully monetizing these efforts and connecting with the

global financial market. The Royal Securities Exchange

of Bhutan is working on a program to accelerate the

creation of a sustainable bond market, focusing on

project funding, capacity building, and attracting

impact investors.

Bhutan is also developing an ESG reporting standard

for listed companies to capitalize on its sustainability

efforts. Experts highlighted Bhutan's strengths, such as

its sustainability goals enshrined in its constitution,

biodiversity, and cultural identity. Recommendations

include starting with specific sustainable projects,

engaging ESG-focused investors, and establishing

transparent frameworks. The potential for

bioprospecting and maximizing hydropower value

through long-term energy storage, including green

hydrogen, was also discussed.

The founder of GPI Atlantic praised Bhutan's "fail-safe

immaculate ESG standards," rooted in its Gross

National Happiness philosophy, which emphasizes

genuine sustainability. Moving forward, Bhutan aims to

establish a comprehensive ESG reporting framework

aligned with international standards to enhance

transparency and attract sustainable investments.

[Kuensel]
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India: Modi's BJP ahead in Haryana

election but trails in Kashmir

(lm) The ongoing vote count in the assembly elections

for Haryana state and the Jammu & Kashmir union

territory is showcasing mixed outcomes for Prime

Minister Modi’s Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) and the

opposition alliance of the Indian National Congress

(INC) and National Conference (NC). These elections

are the first since Modi's government returned to

power in June with a reduced majority.

In Haryana, the BJP, which has governed the state for

the past decade, leads with 48 seats, compared to the

INC’s 37 in the 90-member assembly. This positions the

BJP closer to the 46-seat majority needed to retain

power. Regional parties like the Indian National Lok Dal

(INLD) and the Jannayak Janta Party (JJP) are leading in

one and two seats, respectively.

In Jammu & Kashmir, where elections are being held

for the first time since the abrogation of Article 370 in

2019, the INC-NC alliance has emerged as a

frontrunner, leading in 49 seats compared to the BJP's

23. The People's Democratic Party (PDP), contesting

independently of the INC-led INDIA opposition bloc, is

leading in two seats. Key figures in the Jammu &

Kashmir race include NC leader and former Chief

Minister Omar Abdullah, and Iltija Mufti, daughter of

PDP leader Mehbooba Mufti. [India Today]

While these election results will not directly affect the

BJP’s federal governance, they carry political weight.

Haryana, as an agricultural hub, and Jammu &

Kashmir, given its geopolitical sensitivity, are pivotal

regions in the political landscape. A weaker BJP

performance in these areas could signal challenges for

the party in upcoming elections in key states like

Maharashtra and Jharkhand, expected in November

2024.

For the INC, these wins could validate Rahul Gandhi’s

leadership after his efforts to revive the party’s

fortunes. With the 2024 general elections having

denied the BJP a clear majority, these state-level

victories are important morale boosts for Gandhi and

the broader opposition, signaling that they remain

formidable challengers to Modi’s BJP ahead of future

electoral battles.

India: BJP targets opposition Congress

over alleged links with drug haul ‘kingpin’
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(lm) India’s ruling Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) has

accused the main opposition Indian National Congress

(INC) of having links with Tushar Goyal, a key figure in a

drug bust involving INR 560 billion (approximately USD

6.7 billion). The BJP claimed that Goyal was appointed

as the chairman of the Delhi Pradesh Youth Congress's

Right to Information (RTI) cell in 2022 and linked senior

INC leaders to him.

The Indian Youth Congress dismissed these allegations

as false, stating that Goyal was expelled in October

2022 for anti-party activities. The INC condemned BJP's

claims as an attempt to tarnish its image, urging the

police to focus on a fair investigation rather than

politicizing the issue.

Trivedi further insinuated a link between the money

involved and Congress leader Deepender Hooda,

suggesting possible connections to election funding,

which the INC denied. [The Hindu]

India: Modi celebrates decade of national

cleanliness campaign

(cr) India’s Prime Minister Narendra Modi praised the

completion of ten years of the Swachh Bharat Abhiyan,

calling it “a phenomenal movement, powered by 1.4

billion Indians.” This milestone was among the key

topics discussed during "Mann Ki Baat," a popular

monthly radio program initiated by Modi. [PM India 1]

[PM India 2]

The Swachh Bharat Abhiyan (Clean India Mission) is a

nationwide cleanliness campaign launched by the

Indian government on October 2, 2014, under Modi's

leadership. The initiative aims to enhance sanitation

and hygiene across the country, focusing on

eliminating open defecation, promoting waste

management, and encouraging public participation in

keeping streets, roads, and infrastructure clean.

Prime Minister Modi highlighted the campaign's

success, emphasizing its significant impact on

improving sanitation and public health, particularly for

women and children. He credited the initiative with

saving thousands of lives, enhancing the dignity of

sanitation workers, and generating employment

through projects like toilet construction and waste-to-

wealth programs. Modi also announced new projects

worth INR 10,000 million (approximately USD 1.19

million), targeting water and sewage treatment, biogas

production, and the circular economy. He called for

sustained efforts and the use of clean technology to

address future challenges, stressing that cleanliness
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should become a lifelong practice ingrained in society

across generations. [PM India 3]

India: NIA raids 11 locations in West

Bengal in Maoist revival conspiracy case

(lm) On October 1, the National Investigation Agency

(NIA), along with the Special Task Force (STF) of West

Bengal Police, conducted raids at 11 locations across

West Bengal state as part of an investigation into a

conspiracy to revive the Communist Party of India

(Maoist) or CPI (Maoist), a banned organization in India

classified as a terrorist group.

The raids were conducted at the homes of individuals

suspected to be overground workers of CPI (Maoist)

who were believed to have assisted the organization’s

commanders in conducting their activities, often

referred to as "Naxal" activities, named after the

Naxalbari uprising that led to the formation of Maoist

groups in India.

The operation is part of a broader effort to curb the

resurgence of CPI (Maoist), as the government is

particularly concerned about their attempts to rebuild

and propagate their influence in several Indian states,

including Jharkhand, Bihar, Chhattisgarh, and other

regions in northern and eastern India. The conspiracy,

according to the NIA, involved polit bureau members,

central committee leaders, cadres, and sympathizers

of the CPI (Maoist) working towards reviving the

organization and expanding its ideologies in various

states. [The Hindu]

India: Will protect convicts too from

punitive demolitions, Supreme Court says

(lm) India’s Supreme Court has stated it would protect

even convicted criminals from punitive demolitions of

their legal private property but would not provide

immunity to public encroachments, regardless of the

violators' religion. The Bench of Justices B.R. Gavai and

K.V. Viswanathan emphasized that unauthorized

constructions, whether Hindu or Muslim, must be

removed.

The hearing was in response to petitions alleging

misuse of municipal laws in states like Uttar Pradesh,

targeting minority communities. The Supreme Court

proposed framing pan-India guidelines to prevent

illegal and discriminatory demolitions, with Justices
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suggesting judicial oversight and videographing of

demolitions. The case was reserved for judgment, with

an extension of the stay on illegal demolitions. [The

Hindu]

India: Supreme Court acquits man

sentenced to life, upholds juvenile rights

(lm) The Supreme Court of India acquitted a man who

had been sentenced to life imprisonment after

discovering he was a minor at the time of the crime.

This ruling highlights that juvenility claims can be

raised at any stage of criminal proceedings, even after

a conviction has been finalized. The court emphasized

that juvenility is a protected right under the Juvenile

Justice Act, and procedural delays or technicalities

cannot override this protection.

In this case, the individual's school records confirmed

he was 17 when the crime was committed, and the

court rejected objections about the late claim. This

judgment reinforces that evidence of juvenility, even

post-conviction, mandates thorough re-evaluation,

setting a precedent for similar future cases. [Hindustan

Times]

India: Supreme Court rules against caste-

based tasks in prisons

(lm) The Supreme Court of India has ruled that caste-

based discrimination, segregation, and the treatment

of members of de-notified tribes as "habitual

offenders" within prisons violate human dignity and

are unconstitutional. The court ordered the removal of

caste details from prison records and mandated legal

changes to eliminate the practice within three months.

The court emphasized that practices like forced labor

based on caste, segregation of prisoners, and

assigning tasks like cleaning solely to marginalized

caste inmates are oppressive and violate constitutional

rights, including those under Articles 15, 17, and 23.

This decision was prompted by a petition from

journalist Sukanya Shantha, whose investigative report

exposed how prison officials assigned tasks based on a

"purity-impurity" scale tied to caste. [The Hindu]

[Deutsche Welle]
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India: Supreme Court pulls up authorities

over air quality as famers burn crop

residue

(lm) India's Supreme Court has called on authorities to

provide an update within a week on efforts to stop

farmers from burning crop residue, which is

contributing to worsening air quality in Delhi and

surrounding regions.

Farmers in Punjab, Haryana, and Uttar Pradesh

traditionally burn stubble after rice harvesting to

prepare fields for wheat crops, a practice that results

in toxic smog in Delhi, particularly ahead of winter.

Despite government efforts to discourage the practice

and penalize farmers, the burning continues on a large

scale, with around 200 fires detected daily since mid-

September.

The court criticized both state authorities and the

Commission for Air Quality Management for

insufficient action, noting that only minimal penalties

have been enforced against a small number of

farmers. As a result, air quality in the capital has begun

to deteriorate, with concerns it could worsen as crop

burning increases later in October. Last year, India was

ranked the third most polluted country globally, and

Delhi remains one of the world’s most polluted cities.

[Reuters]

India: CBI faces rap from special court

over probe into National Games stadium

(lm) A special court in Ranchi has reprimanded the

Central Bureau of Investigation (CBI) for prematurely

closing its investigation into alleged financial

irregularities in the construction of a sports complex

for the 34th National Games held in 2011. The original

project cost was estimated at INR 2.06 billion

(approximately USD 24.7 million) but escalated to INR

4.25 billion (around USD 51 million), leading to

suspicions of embezzlement and mismanagement in

awarding contracts.

The court criticized the CBI for not adequately

investigating key witnesses and failing to gather

necessary evidence, especially regarding financial

transactions and the roles of officials involved in the

tendering process. The CBI had submitted a closure

report in December 2023, asserting that no criminal

misconduct was found. However, the court rejected

this conclusion, questioning the thoroughness of the

probe and instructing the agency to further scrutinize

https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-euhlidk-l-mt/


the case, especially by recording statements from

individuals who had filed public interest litigations.

[The Indian Express]

India: Cabinet approves classical language

status for Marathi, Bengali, Assamese,

Pali, and Prakrit

(lm) India's Union Cabinet has approved classical

language status for Marathi, Bengali, Assamese, Pali,

and Prakrit. This recognition acknowledges their

cultural significance and aims to promote these

languages through initiatives such as scholarships, the

establishment of Centres of Excellence, and the

creation of academic chairs.

The approval for Marathi comes just ahead of

Maharashtra's Assembly elections, while Bengali was

granted classical status during the Durga Puja festival.

Maharashtra's leadership, including Chief Minister

Eknath Shinde and Deputy Chief Minister Devendra

Fadnavis, expressed gratitude for this long-awaited

recognition.

The decision followed the Linguistics Experts

Committee's revised criteria in July 2024. Previously, six

languages held classical status: Tamil, Telugu,

Malayalam, Kannada, Sanskrit, and Odia. [The Hindu]

India: Opposition Congress politician

Azharuddin skips Enforcemend

Directorate summons

(lm) Former Indian cricketer and main opposition

Indian National Congress politician Mohammad

Azharuddin failed to appear before the Enforcement

Directorate (ED) on October 3 in connection with a

money laundering case involving the Hyderabad

Cricket Association (HCA). The case pertains to alleged

financial irregularities of INR 200 million

(approximately USD 2.4 million) during his tenure as

HCA president.

The ED's probe stems from investigations by the

Telangana Anti-Corruption Bureau, which revealed

misappropriation of funds, irregularities in

procurement, and arbitrary tender allocations related

to the construction of the Rajiv Gandhi Cricket

Stadium. Azharuddin has been issued fresh summons

to appear on October 8. The ED previously conducted

searches related to the case, seizing documents, digital
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devices, and unaccounted cash of INR 1.039 million.

[The Hindu]

India: Government says criminalizing

marital rape 'excessively harsh'

(lm) The Indian government argued before the

Supreme Court on October 3 that marital relations

should be exempt from the rape provisions of the

Indian Penal Code (IPC), claiming that penalizing non-

consensual sex between a husband and wife as "rape"

would lead to serious disruptions in the institution of

marriage. The government defended the exclusion of

marital rape under Section 375, asserting that while a

husband cannot violate his wife's consent, applying

rape charges to marriage could be excessively harsh.

Instead, other legal provisions like Sections 354, 498A,

and the Domestic Violence Act were suggested to

address non-consensual acts within marriage. [The

Hindu] [BBC]

The hearing on marital rape exemptions took place

against a broader backdrop of growing calls for gender

equality, women's rights, and debates around the

reform of India's legal system to better protect

individual autonomy within marriage. The legal

exemption of marital rape has been a contentious

issue in India, with public interest litigation challenging

Exception 2 of Section 375 of the IPC, which excludes

non-consensual sexual acts between spouses from the

definition of "rape." Activists and women's rights

groups have argued that this exemption violates the

right to equality, dignity, and personal liberty

guaranteed under the Indian Constitution.

India: Supreme Court slams CAQM, says it

made no effort to implement its direction

to stop stubble burning

(lm) India's Supreme Court has criticized the

Commission for Air Quality Management (CAQM) for

failing to prevent stubble burning in the National

Capital Region and adjoining areas. The court noted

that CAQM had not initiated any prosecutions despite

specific directives to do so, and highlighted the lack of

effective action by the Punjab and Haryana state

governments, which only recovered nominal

compensation from farmers responsible for stubble

burning.
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The CAQM claimed it had issued numerous directions

and advisories, but the court found that its sub-

committee had not discussed implementing these

measures effectively. The Supreme Court directed both

the central government and CAQM to file affidavits

within a week, with the next hearing set for October

16. [The Hindu]

India: Ladakh climate activist Sonam

Wangchuk released, allowed to visit

Rajghat

(lm) Sonam Wangchuk, a popular climate activist from

India’s northern Ladakh region, was released by Delhi

Police on October 2, after being detained during a

protest march to New Delhi. Along with around 120

others, Wangchuk was detained on October 1 as they

marched to the capital to demand constitutional

safeguards for Ladakh. The protesters were calling for

Ladakh's inclusion in the Sixth Schedule of the Indian

Constitution, which would grant law-making powers to

the local population to protect their land, cultural

identity, and natural resources.

Upon their release, Wangchuk and his supporters were

allowed to visit Rajghat, a memorial dedicated to

Mahatma Gandhi, to pay tributes late on October 2,

under strict security measures due to a prohibition on

gatherings of more than five persons at the site. [The

Hindu]

India: Supreme Court protects woman

from arrest in drugs case

(lm) India’s Supreme Court granted protection from

arrest to a woman, who, along with her 18-year-old son

and husband, is accused in a drug-related case. The

Bombay High Court had earlier denied them

anticipatory bail, citing the woman's criminal record

and evidence suggesting their involvement, including

drug-related credits in a joint bank account. [The

Hindu]

India: Journalist bodies pledge to resist

attacks on the freedom of media

(lm) On October 3, journalist welfare organizations,

including the Press Club of India and Delhi Union of

Journalists, resolved to peacefully resist the attacks on
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media freedom, marking the anniversary of the 2023

raids on NewsClick. During those raids, the Delhi Police

seized about 500 electronic devices from 80 journalists

in five cities, without adhering to due process, which

was condemned as an attack on journalists' right to

work and livelihood.

The resolution emphasized that the right to life is

connected to the right to work, condemning the

seizure of journalists' equipment without due process.

Senior journalist N. Ram criticized the government for

using draconian laws to suppress freedom of

expression and highlighted India's low ranking on the

global press freedom index. The groups called for a

sustained campaign to protect media independence

amidst increasing government censorship and

disinformation. [The Hindu]

India: Government launches USD 1.2

billion plan to double edible oil

production

(sct) India has launched a INR 101 billion (USD 1.2

billion) initiative to double its edible oil production over

the next seven years, aiming to reduce its heavy

reliance on imports. As the world's largest importer of

edible oils, India currently imports about two-thirds of

its consumption, mainly from Indonesia, Malaysia,

Argentina, Brazil, Russia, and Ukraine.

The new program focuses on boosting oilseed

productivity through high-yielding varieties, advanced

technologies like genome editing, and expanding

cultivation. By 2030-31, the country aims to raise its

production from 12.7 million metric tons to 25.45

million metric tons, covering around 72 percent of

domestic needs.

Rising imports have significantly increased India's

edible oil import bill, which surged to USD 15 billion in

2023/24 from USD 2.2 billion (INR 183 billion) in

2006/07. To support local farmers, India recently raised

the basic import tax on crude and refined edible oils by

20 percentage points. [The Economic Times]

India: Prime Minister Modi chairs Cabinet

Committee on Security meet amid West

Asia crisis

(lm) Prime Minister Narendra Modi chaired a Cabinet

Committee on Security meeting on October 3 to
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discuss the recent escalation of hostilities in West Asia

and its impact on trade and petroleum supply. India

expressed concern over the growing conflict, urging for

restraint and emphasizing the need for dialogue and

diplomacy to prevent a broader regional escalation.

[The Hindu]

India: DRDO announces completion of

development trials of man-portable air

defence system

(rsv) The Defence Research and Development

Organisation (DRDO) has successfully completed

development trials of the Indigenous 4th Generation

Very Short Range Air Defence System (VSHORADS)

after conducting three consecutive flight tests. The

trials, held on October 3 and 4, demonstrated the

system’s ability to intercept high-speed targets at

maximum range and altitude. The VSHORADS, a man-

portable air defense system, is considered crucial for

the Indian Army, which has sought to replace its older

Igla systems. [PIB] [The Hindu]

India: Air Force plans procurement of 12

aircrafts to strengthen aerial surveillance

fleet

(rsv) The Indian Air Force (IAF) is planning to procure 12

Airborne Early Warning and Control (AEW&C) aircraft

under two separate programs to address its shortage

of these critical force multipliers. The IAF currently

operates three Embraer-based AEW&C Netra systems

and is looking to acquire six more of the same type

with minor modifications, known as Mk1A, through

Embraer and the Defence Research and Development

Organisation (DRDO). Additionally, six Airbus A-321

aircraft are awaiting modification by Airbus and DRDO

for the development of the AEW&C-Mk2 system, which

will provide enhanced coverage of 300 degrees.

This procurement is intended to bolster the IAF's

surveillance capabilities, following the realization of a

shortage during the 2019 Balakot aerial engagement

with the Pakistan Air Force. Currently, the IAF operates

three Israeli Phalcon AWACS and the Netra systems,

but efforts to acquire more Phalcon systems have

been delayed. [The Hindu]
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Maldives: High Court rules it can consider

case regarding JSC Act prohibiting appeal

of dismissal of judges

(lm) The High Court of Maldives has ruled that it can

hear the constitutional case regarding an article in the

Judicial Services Commission (JSC) Act that removes the

right to appeal dismissals of judges by the JSC. This

amendment to the JSC Act, made in 2019, restricts

judges from appealing their dismissals, leaving no

avenue for judicial review.

Former Civil Court Judge and current Magistrate Ali

Naseer submitted the case, challenging the

constitutionality of the amendment after he was

demoted. The state argued that hearing this case

would violate the principle of separation of powers.

However, the High Court ruled that it retains the

authority to consider this type of administrative

matter, stating that denying a hearing would infringe

upon individual rights. The court's ruling emphasized

the necessity of judicial oversight to protect

constitutional rights. [the edition]

Maldives: Prosecutor General’s office

opens applications for case reviews amid

leadership transition

(sa) The Prosecutor General's Office has announced

that it will accept applications for the review of charges

in criminal cases and related detentions, with a

submission deadline set for October 20. Newly

appointed Prosecutor General Abbas Shareef, who

took office on September 18, has established a

committee to review older cases handled by the office.

However, he made it clear that no cases will be

reviewed without formal applications, and he will not

initiate reviews of former Prosecutor General Hussain

Shameem's decisions despite ongoing allegations of

mishandling cases that led to his dismissal on August

22. [the edition 1]

Shameem was removed from office following a no-

confidence vote in Parliament, which was initiated by

MP Mohamed Shahid. He had previously denied the

allegations against him, characterizing them as a

pretext for his removal. [the edition 2]

During his first press briefing, Abbas emphasized his

independence, asserting that he would not be

influenced or intimidated in his role. He noted his

previous work in the legal section of the President's

Office but affirmed that he would make decisions
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based solely on his judgment. Abbas stated that if he

were ever coerced to change a decision, he would

resign. [the edition 3]

He encouraged anyone with complaints about the

former PG's cases to submit them directly to the

Prosecutor General's Office. Abbas also mentioned

that if President Yameen's case is brought up during

the review process, it would be handled by the

designated committee like any other case.

Maldives: Opposition MDP chairperson

Fayyaz criticizes internal party stagnation

(sa) Opposition Maldivian Democratic Party (MDP)

Chairperson Fayyaz Ismail stated that some within the

party want to see it remain stagnant under his

leadership. His comments came during the MDP's

National Assembly last week, where proposed

amendments to the party's constitution caused

controversy. Opponents argued that the amendments

should be passed at the party's Congress, as per the

party's constitution, rather than in the National

Assembly with only 42 of 121 members present.

Fayyaz defended the amendments, citing Article 101 of

the constitution, which allows for amendments in

special circumstances, and argued the urgency

required immediate action. He claimed the changes

were needed before the next Congress, which can only

be held next year. The amendments include

establishing a National Consultative Council, an

assembly of elected councillors, a Women's

Development Committee branch, and forming island

executive committees.

Fayyaz also addressed internal divisions within the

party, suggesting that some people were trying to

obstruct MDP operations. This follows reports of

tension between Fayyaz and MDP President Abdulla

Shahid, who did not attend the National Assembly

meeting. [the edition]

Maldives: Parliament's third session

postponed by a week

(lm) The third session of the 20th Parliament in the

Maldives has been postponed by a week. Initially

scheduled for October 7, the start of the session has

been delayed to the following Monday due to ongoing
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work to establish a video room at the parliament,

which affects broadcasting capabilities.

Parliament went on recess on September 22, having

completed 82 percent of its scheduled work at that

time. [the edition]

Maldives: Hulhumalé Court's authority to

hear criminal cases questioned

(lm) The authority of the Hulhumalé Magistrate Court

to hear criminal cases has been challenged during a

High Court appeal, following the relocation of some

Criminal Court operations to Hulhumalé due to space

constraints. According to the Judicature Act of the

Maldives, if a superior court or its division is

established on an island where a magistrate court

exists, the magistrate court loses the authority to hear

cases that fall under the superior court's jurisdiction.

The defense lawyer argued that Hulhumalé Magistrate

Court no longer has jurisdiction over criminal cases,

suggesting that all such cases should now be handled

by the Criminal Court. In response, the prosecution

maintained that the Criminal Court’s operations in

Hulhumalé do not officially constitute a separate

division, as no formal decree or required procedures

have been completed.

The High Court questioned the classification of

Hulhumalé in relation to Malé and examined the

requirements under the Judicature Act for establishing

a court division. This isn't the first time the court’s

authority has been questioned; a case was previously

brought to the Supreme Court in 2012, which upheld

the legality of Hulhumalé Magistrate Court. [the

edition]

Maldives: Minister Faisal refutes land

ownership claims by former President

Yameen

(lm) Tourism Minister Ibrahim Faisal has denied claims

made by former President Abdulla Yameen that he

owns land in the capital, Male' City. Yameen alleged at

a rally of the People's National Front, which was

formed with his involvement earlier this year, that

Faisal had bought land in Male'. In response, Faisal

stated that he owns no land or apartments anywhere

in the country, and he stays at his father's residence

when visiting his island. [the edition]
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Maldives: Police grant Bassam's request

to extend flat handover deadline

(lm) The Maldives Police have granted an extension for

the handover deadline of two apartments in

Hulhumale' that were allegedly purchased using funds

from the Football Association of Maldives (FAM). The

extension was granted upon request from former FAM

President Bassam Adeel Jaleel, who is accused of

misusing FAM funds, specifically those provided by

FIFA to help football clubs during the Covid-19

pandemic.

The initial deadline for the handover expired on

October 6, and Bassam requested an extension until

the end of the month. Police granted the extension,

considering the reasons in Bassam's request letter. If

the apartments were not handed over by the new

deadline, the police would take possession as directed

by a Criminal Court order from September 28.

The case has been forwarded to the Prosecutor

General's Office, and police have also requested

charges against the seller of the apartments, Amin

Construction, as well as former FAM Finance Head

Mohamed Ageel and FAM employee Hassan Waheed.

[the edition]

Maldives: MDP, Maldivian Aero settle USD

364,000 debt out of court

(lm) The Maldivian Democratic Party (MDP) and

Maldivian Aero, the national airline, have reached an

out-of-court settlement for the repayment of MVR 5.6

million (approximately USD 364,000) that the MDP

owed for airfare during the last presidential election

campaign. The debt accrued when MDP officials

traveled extensively between September and October

last year.

The settlement followed a claim filed by Maldivian Aero

with the Civil Court over the unpaid amount. Since

then, the MDP has paid MVR 1 million (approximately

USD 65,000) as the first installment of the debt. As per

the court's ruling, the case has been dismissed,

although Maldivian Aero reserves the right to re-file if

necessary. [the edition]
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Maldives: Industrial Dispute Resolution

Division established

(lm) The Employment Tribunal in the Maldives has

established an Industrial Dispute Resolution Division

under the Industrial Relations Act to handle cases

related to industrial disputes and unions. The division

will include 14 members—two from the Employment

Tribunal and 12 appointed by the Minister of Economic

Development and Trade to represent both workers

and employers. Each member will serve a three-year

term, without eligibility for consecutive terms. Cases

submitted to the division will be processed according

to regulations outlined in the Act, and parties involved

will have the right to appeal decisions made by the

division. [the edition]

Maldives: Must revive the traits of true

Muslims, President Muizzu says

(lm) In a speech commemorating the day Maldives

embraced Islam, generally considered to be in 1153

AD, President Mohamed Muizzu emphasized the need

to revive the traits of true Muslims in society. He urged

the transformation of Maldivian society based on the

principles of the Quran and Sunnah, noting that

current societal behaviors often contravene these

teachings.

With the ceremony coinciding with Teacher's Day, he

acknowledged teachers' crucial role in shaping future

generations and called for fostering respect for

national identity, accountability, and responsibility

among the youth. The president also stressed the need

for youth empowerment to be rooted in a strong

understanding of Islam and national identity, and for

these values to be shared in relatable ways for the

younger generation. [the edition]

Maldives: Social and Family Ministry

accused of forcing employee to resign

(sa) The Civil Service Commission (CSC) has launched a

comprehensive investigation into allegations of

discrimination and a hostile working environment

within the Ministry of Social and Family Development.

This inquiry follows the resignation of senior staff

member Aishath Shooza, who publicly stated that her

treatment within the ministry was unjust and

detrimental to her career. Shooza, who joined the

ministry in 2007 and served as the former head of the
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Guraidhoo Centre for People with Special Needs,

claimed that she was stripped of her responsibilities

without valid justification and subsequently

transferred to a regular caseworker position. This

significant downgrade in her role raised concerns

about the transparency and fairness of the ministry’s

internal processes.

Shooza expressed her disappointment during a

farewell meeting after the government decided to

transfer the Ministry’s elderly department to the

Health Ministry. She highlighted her efforts to seek

clarification regarding the abrupt changes to her role

but noted that her requests for a meeting to discuss

the matter went unanswered. Additionally, she

mentioned that several other employees within the

ministry were facing similar treatment, indicating a

broader issue of discrimination that warranted

thorough investigation. [the edition 1] [the edition 2]

In related developments, the CSC is also examining

allegations against Athika Ibrahim, the Permanent

Secretary of the Ministry of Dhivehi Language, Culture

and Heritage. A petition submitted by 22 staff

members claims that Athika has fostered an unhealthy

work environment characterized by harassment and

bullying. Specific grievances include forcing staff to

perform tasks outside their job descriptions and

creating a culture of intimidation that has led to

significant dissatisfaction among employees. The

petitioners argue that Athika's actions have created an

environment where staff feel insecure about their

positions. [the edition 3]

Maldives: Police report rise in scam cases

targeting elderly

(lm) Police have reported an increase in scam cases

targeting elderly individuals, involving fraudsters

gaining their trust and stealing from them under the

guise of assistance. Many of these incidents involve

luring elderly people to specific locations where they

are coerced into giving money. Last year, 1,661 scam

cases were reported, amounting to MVR 20 million

(approximately USD 1.3 million). Between January and

July this year, police recorded 1,302 scam cases. [the

edition]

Maldives: Addu City Council announces

action on over 1700 unused land plots

allocated five years ago
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(lm) The Addu City Council announced that it will take

action regarding over 1,700 unused plots of land that

were allocated five years ago but have not been

developed. Concerns have arisen over unoccupied

plots contributing to social issues, including

undesirable activities and stagnant areas becoming

breeding grounds for mosquitoes and flies, which pose

public health risks. [the edition]

Maldives: USD 650 fee to be charged for

withdrawing missing expatriate cases

(lm) The Maldivian government has introduced a new

policy imposing a MVR 10,000 (approximately USD 650)

fee for withdrawing missing person reports concerning

expatriates who have fled or gone missing. This fee

structure is part of a broader set of regulations that

were initially enacted in May 2023 to address issues

related to expatriate workers in the Maldives.

According to the Ministry of Homeland Security and

Technology, the guidelines dictate that employers

must pay a MVR 1,000 (around USD 65) service fee for

each missing person report filed. In cases where an

expatriate flees due to employer negligence, the

employer will be fined MVR 2,000 (approximately USD

130). If a missing person report is withdrawn after it

has been filed, the MVR 10,000 withdrawal fee will

apply.

The ministry has also announced a grace period of 30

days for those who wish to withdraw previously

submitted reports, during which no fees will be

charged. For any reports submitted after October 6,

there will be a seven-day period in which they can be

withdrawn without incurring the MVR 10,000 fee. After

this period, the fee will be enforced. [the edition]

Maldives: Elderly population reaches

20,500 amid mental health concerns

(sa) Recent statistics from the Ministry of Housing,

Land and Urban Development indicate that the elderly

population in the Maldives has reached 20,500,

comprising five percent of the total population. This

report was released in celebration of International Day

for Older Persons on October 1.

The data reveals a breakdown of the elderly

population: 10,530 men and 10,023 women, with 63

percent aged between 65 and 74 years and nine
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percent over 85. The highest concentration of elderly

individuals is in the capital city, Male', with a total of

6,669 residents, followed by Addu City with 1,802 and

Haa Dhaalu Atoll with 1,303.

Additionally, the report highlights that 60 percent of

the elderly are married, while 20 percent are widowed,

11 percent divorced, and one percent have never

married. A 2020 study by Maldives National University

indicated that over 50 percent of elderly individuals

experience feelings of loneliness and depression. The

study emphasizes the urgent need for establishing

support systems and programs to address these

mental health issues, recommending training for

health workers to provide care within the communities

where the elderly reside. [the edition]

Maldives: Hazardous chemicals stored

and traded in 31 warehouses, 24 outlets in

Male'

(lm) The Ministry of Defence in Maldives has identified

55 facilities in Malé City, including 31 warehouses and

24 outlets, involved in the storage and trade of

hazardous chemicals. This was part of "Operation

Hiraas Faas" (Operation Danger Check), launched to

ensure compliance with regulations for storing and

trading chemicals, and to raise public awareness about

chemical safety laws. Over the first three days, 347

residential buildings were also inspected.

The operation, which will run until October 15, aims to

identify fire-prone areas and assess compliance

challenges following past incidents, such as the 2019

fire in a chemical warehouse in Malé that resulted in

one death and the destruction of multiple properties.

[the edition]

Nepal: Death toll from recent floods and

landslides reaches 244

(iz/ad) The death toll from the recent floods and

landslides in Nepal has climbed to at least 244, with 19

people still missing and 179 injured. Rescue operations

have managed to save 17,174 individuals from the

affected areas, and efforts are ongoing to restore

disrupted highways.

Kavrepalanchok district has reported the highest

number of fatalities, with 77 deaths. Over 600 families

have been displaced, and many residents have been
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forced to travel long distances to seek refuge with

relatives or search for rented accommodation. [The

Kathmandu Post 1]

The government has provided compensation of NPR

200,000 (approximately USD 1,480) to the families of

those who died, with 160 families having received the

support so far. Local authorities have also distributed

food and other essentials to the affected families. [The

Kathmandu Post 2]

The disaster occurred just before the country's biggest

festival, Dasain, complicating travel for many due to

damaged roads. The heavy rains came at the end of

the monsoon season, which began in June and typically

ends by mid-September. [TIME]

The economic impact of the disaster is substantial,

affecting infrastructure, agriculture, and several other

sectors. Damage included 11 hydropower plants with a

combined capacity of 625.96 MW, leading to an

estimated loss of NPR 3 billion (approximately USD

22.2 million). Additionally, the disaster destroyed 10

highways, 25 suspension bridges, and six irrigation

projects. In the agricultural sector, 88,476 hectares of

paddy fields and 4,765 hectares of fruit and vegetable

farms were impacted, resulting in losses of around

NPR 3.5 billion (approximately USD 25.9 million). Over

520 drinking water projects, valued at NPR 3.5 billion,

were also damaged.

The health, education, and telecommunications

sectors have similarly faced significant damages. In

total, 96 schools, 66 health facilities, and

telecommunications infrastructure were affected, with

damages amounting to NPR 235 million (approximately

USD 1.74 million). [The Himalayan Times]

In response, the Madhesh provincial government

contributed NPR 5.1 million (approximately USD

37,740) to the Prime Minister's Disaster Relief Fund to

support the victims. This contribution followed a

similar pledge made by the Gandaki provincial

government of NPR 5 million (approximately USD

37,000). [The Kathmandu Post 3] [The Kathmandu Post

4]

Nepal: New Chief Justice Prakash Man

Singh Raut assumes office as head of

judiciary

(rs/lm) Nepal's President Ramchandra Paudel

appointed Prakash Man Singh Raut as the Chief Justice

of the Supreme Court of Nepal on October 6. The
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appointment followed the unanimous endorsement of

Raut by the Parliamentary Hearing Committee on

October 2, based on the recommendation of the

Constitutional Council, as per Article 129 (2) of the

Constitution.[The Rising Nepal]

Raut assumes leadership at a time when the judiciary

is grappling with significant challenges, including judge

recruitment issues and a large backlog of 25,000

pending cases in the Supreme Court, as well as

vacancies in the high courts.

One of the most prominent challenges facing Raut is

the strained relationship with the Nepal Bar

Association (NBA). Tensions between the bar and the

bench escalated after the Judicial Council amended

regulations that affected the ranking of judges

appointed from among lawyers. The NBA opposed

these amendments, considering them unfair and

unconstitutional, and has been staging regular

demonstrations against the amendments. Raut, who

previously chaired the Supreme Court Bar Association,

attempted to mediate the dispute, but a resolution

remains pending. [The Kathmandu Post 1]

The bar-bench tension recently took a new turn as

Deputy Registrar Govinda Ghimire withdrew his

contempt of court petition against NBA President

Gopal Krishna Ghimire. The petition, filed earlier in the

week, sought legal action after the NBA president

accused the Judicial Council of corruption while

recommending justices. The Chief Justice-led full court

had pressed ahead with the case, deeming Ghimire's

remarks as needing legal action. [The Kathmandu Post

2]

Nepal: Parliament faces legislative

slowdown, passing only 12 bills in four

sessions

(rs) The fourth session of Nepal's House of

Representatives (HoR), known as the monsoon session,

concluded on October 3. During this session, the HoR

passed 12 bills, which represents an improvement

compared to earlier sessions, though it still falls short

of prior legislative achievements. The session marked a

more productive outcome compared to previous ones,

where the first session passed no bills, and the second

and third sessions together passed only four bills.

In this monsoon session, significant bills passed

include the Nepal University Bill, the Public Service

Broadcasting Bill 2020, the Food Safety and Quality Bill

2020, and the Customs Duty Bill 2024. Additionally,
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bills such as the Bill for the Amendment of the

Investigation of Enforced Disappeared Persons, Truth

and Reconciliation Commission Act (Third

Amendment), and the Bill to Amend Some Nepal Acts

Related to Investment Facilitation 2024 were also

approved. Six economic bills related to the budget,

such as the Bill to Raise National Debt 2080 BS and the

Economic Bill, were also passed to facilitate the

implementation of the current fiscal year's budget.

Despite these accomplishments, dozens of bills remain

unapproved. Officials from the Parliament Secretariat

have noted that, even if all pending bills are passed in

the next session, additional bills will still be required to

have sufficient business throughout the session. The

government did not adequately register enough bills

for discussion, and this lack of foresight and planning

has contributed to legislative inefficiencies.

The Federal Civil Service Formation, Operation, and

Conditions of Service Bill 2080 BS and the School

Education Bill 2080 BS, both vital for the

implementation of federalism, are still under review by

respective parliamentary committees. Meanwhile, the

Constitutional Council (Functions, Duties, Powers, and

Procedures) (First Amendment) Bill has been passed by

the committee and awaits full House approval. [My

Republica]

Nepal: 25 political parties registered for

upcoming local by-elections

(lm) The Election Commission of Nepal has approved

the registration of 25 political parties for the upcoming

local by-elections, scheduled for December 1. The

decision follows the submission of 26 applications

during the registration period from September 26 to

October 2, of which 25 were approved.

Candidate nominations will take place on November

17, with a preliminary list published the same evening.

Objections can be filed on November 18, and the final

candidate list will be announced by November 19.

Candidates can withdraw their nominations on

November 20, followed by the allocation of election

symbols later that day.

The elections are being held to fill 41 vacant positions,

including roles such as district coordination committee

chiefs, chairs and vice-chairs of rural municipalities, as

well as municipal mayors, deputy mayors, and ward

chairs. [The Kathmandu Post]
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Nepal: Revived land commission marks

16th effort to address landless problem

(lm) The Nepali government has revived the Land

Related Problem Resolution Commission, marking the

16th such entity since 1990 aimed at distributing land

to the landless. Over the past three decades, around

46,000 bighas (approximately 30,820 hectares) of land

have been distributed to more than 150,000 families,

but the issue of landlessness persists, especially in

large urban areas like Kathmandu.

The new commission has broader authority than its

predecessors, with local and provincial governments

playing a more significant role. Its establishment

follows a long-standing pattern where successive

governments dissolve previous commissions and form

new ones, often hindering progress. The most recent

commission, dissolved by Pushpa Kamal Dahal's

administration in March 2024, had been formed by the

Sher Bahadur Deuba government in 2021.

Activists welcome the commission’s revival,

emphasizing that consistent effort and a stable, long-

term mandate of at least three years could help

resolve land issues. However, many past commissions

have been dissolved before completing their tasks due

to politicization. [The Kathmandu Post]

Nepal: NIC mandates all local government

to appoint information officers

(iz) The National Information Commission (NIC) of

Nepal has mandated that all 753 local governments in

the country appoint Information Officers to improve

public access to information. This directive follows an

audit that revealed poor implementation of the Right

to Information Act, 2007, in 52 local units across

Madhesh and Lumbini provinces.

The NIC’s order, issued through the Ministry of Federal

Affairs and General Administration, stresses

compliance with Section 6 of the Act and the Right to

Information Regulation of 2008. The directive also calls

for local authorities to allocate budgets and establish

information sections to meet public demand. The NIC

highlighted that Information Officers should receive

proper training and resources, including prioritization

for relevant foreign trips, to enhance their

effectiveness. [The Kathmandu Post]
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Nepal: Infighting postpones Maoist

student wing’s conference

(lm) The 23rd general convention of the All Nepal

National Independent Students' Union (Revolutionary),

the student wing of the main opposition Communist

Party of Nepal (Maoist Centre), was suspended

indefinitely on October 3 due to internal conflicts over

the selection of convention representatives. The

convention, which started on September 26 in

Kathmandu, was initially supposed to conclude by

electing new leadership but faced disruptions after

disputes arose regarding the legitimacy of about 70

representatives, mostly from institutions under the

Council for Vocational Education and Training.

The tensions escalated to violent clashes, with

furniture being damaged at the convention venue in

Kirtipur. Additionally, calls for implementing an age

limit for student leaders, which lacked consensus,

contributed to the impasse.

The infighting reflects broader organizational issues

within the Maoist Centre, which has historically

handpicked leadership for its affiliated groups. [The

Kathmandu Post]

Nepal: Cooperatives fraud victims

arrested for protest against RSP chief Rabi

Lamichhane

(lm) In Nepal, four victims of cooperative fraud were

arrested during a protest against Rabi Lamichhane,

chairman of the Rastriya Swatantra Party (RSP) and

former Minister of Home Affairs, in Chitwan. The

protest coincided with Lamichhane's meeting with his

electoral constituency, where the victims aimed to

peacefully submit a memorandum of their demands.

However, tensions escalated, leading to stone-

throwing incidents, reportedly involving members of

Lamichhane's party.

The protests were triggered by allegations of

Lamichhane's involvement in a major cooperative

scam. The protesters, depositors of Sahara Multi-

Purpose Cooperative and Sunrise Savings and Credit

Cooperative, accused him of misusing funds from

various cooperatives, including the Suryadarshan

Cooperative in Pokhara. Lamichhane is linked to the

misappropriation of over NPR 650 million (USD 4.81

million), which was allegedly funneled into Gorkha

Media Network, a company he co-founded with

Gitendra Babu (GB) Rai.
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Recently, the Parliamentary Special Inquiry Committee

found Lamichhane guilty of misusing cooperative

funds and recommended legal action against him

under multiple laws, including the Cooperative Act, the

National Penal Code, and the Prevention of Money

Laundering Act. The Cabinet accepted the committee's

findings, prompting renewed investigations and

subsequent protests by cooperative fraud victims

demanding accountability. [The Kathmandu Post]

Nepal: 29 arrested for illegal gambling in

Kathmandu

(rs) Police arrested 29 individuals during a crackdown

on illegal gambling at two locations in Kathmandu on

October 2. During these raids, authorities seized a total

of NPR 1,148,500 (USD 8,497) in cash, 26 mobile

phones, and 17 bags. [Khabarhub]

The Gambling Act, 1963 prohibits Nepali citizens from

participating in gambling activities. However, licensed

casinos are allowed to operate, primarily for tourists

and foreigners.

Nepal: Four arrested on charge of gang-

raping 19-year-old girl

(rs) Police have arrested four men in Dang, Nepal,

including the main suspect who lured the victim under

the false promise of marriage and led her to an

abandoned factory building. All suspects are currently

in custody as investigations continue. [My Republica]

Nepal: Patients treated on floors as new

hospital building awaits funding

(rs) Pahschimanchal Regional Hospital in Gandaki

province, Nepal, is facing severe overcrowding, with

patients being treated on the floors despite new

hospital buildings being ready but unused. The

buildings, part of a retrofitting project started in 2020,

remain unutilized due to incomplete handover and

funding delays, worsened by UKAID's withdrawal in

2023.

The hospital urgently needs more ICU beds, and while

some structures like the pharmacy have been handed

over, others remain unfinished. The construction

company continues to work despite unpaid bills, while
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the Ministry of Health has promised to resolve the

funding issue. [The Rising Nepal]

Nepal: Prime Minister Oli calls for action on plan to

generate 28,500 MW by 2035

(iz) Nepal's Prime Minister KP Oli has called for urgent

action on the government's plan to generate 28,500

megawatts (MW) of energy by 2035. During a meeting

with key ministers and senior officials, Oli emphasized

the need for legal, policy, and institutional reforms to

meet this target. The plan, outlined by the Ministry of

Energy, Water Resources, and Irrigation, aims to export

15,000 MW to neighboring countries and retain 13,500

MW for domestic consumption.

The estimated cost for the plan is over NPR 6,100

billion (approximately USD 45.14 billion), and it is

expected to generate NPR 265 billion (around USD 1.96

billion) in annual revenue and create 865,000 new jobs.

Oli highlighted the importance of enhancing

infrastructure, such as transmission lines, and

resolving delays related to land acquisition, forest, and

environmental issues. He stressed that project delays,

compensation disputes, and cost overruns should be

addressed lawfully and free from undue influence.

Additionally, Oli discussed the diversification of Nepal's

energy trade, including a tripartite agreement with

India and Bangladesh to export energy. Nepal

currently produces 3,243 MW and has signed

agreements to export 10,000 MW over the next decade

under a long-term power trade agreement. [The

Kathmandu Post]

Nepal: Opposition leader Dahal wants

geological surveys before settlements,

infrastructure development

(iz) Former Prime Minister and opposition Communist

Party of Nepal (Maoist Centre) Chairman Pushpa Kamal

Dahal recently emphasized the importance of

conducting geological studies before developing

human settlements and infrastructure.

During a presentation of a report by the party's

Natural Disaster Management Department, he pointed

out the risks posed by landslides in hilly areas and

flooding in Tarai and urban regions due to poor

planning and infrastructure. Prachanda advocated for

well-managed and scientifically based development to

mitigate these risks. He also stressed the need for
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effective disaster response plans and called for

improved mobilization of government mechanisms to

ensure timely rescue, relief, and rehabilitation

operations in disaster-hit areas.

A memorandum based on the report will be submitted

to the government to push for these measures. [The

Himalayan Times]

Pakistan: Top PTI party official resurfaces

after going ‘missing’ in Islamabad amidst

protests

(lm) Ali Amin Gandapur, a key figure in Pakistan’s main

opposition party, Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI), and

the Chief Minister of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa (KP),

reappeared during a session of the KP provincial

assembly on October 6, just a dafter after being

reported missing amidst a major PTI-led protest in the

capital Islamabad. [Arab News 1]

October 4-5, Gandapur led thousands of PTI

supporters to the capital to protest against proposed

constitutional amendments that the party claims

would curtail judicial independence. They also

demanded the release of Imran Khan, the former

prime minister and party founder, who has been

imprisoned since August 2023. The protests resulted in

violent clashes with security forces, during which one

policeman was killed, nearly 900 demonstrators were

arrested, and authorities resorted to using tear gas

against the protesters. [Arab News 2]

Following his disappearance, PTI alleged that

Gandapur had been "kidnapped" by authorities, but

this claim was denied by Pakistan's Interior Minister,

who said the Islamabad police were not involved. Amid

continued speculation about his whereabouts,

Gandapur unexpectedly resurfaced in the KP

assembly, where he received cheers from lawmakers.

Against this backdrop, the KP government denied any

possibility of a "deal" between Gandapur and state

institutions during his recent hours-long absence. [Geo

News]

In his speech, Gandapur accused the Islamabad police

chief of attacking the KP House in Islamabad,

damaging government property, and breaking vehicle

windows. He criticized the federal government's

response to the protest, arguing that the roadblocks

and police actions were intended to suppress a

peaceful demonstration. He specifically mentioned

incidents of violence during the protests in areas such

as Pathargarh and Burhan. [Arab News 1]
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In response to the protests, the federal government

formed an inquiry committee to investigate the use of

KP provincial resources during the demonstrations.

This committee includes members from the Interior

Ministry, Federal Investigation Agency (FIA), and

Intelligence Bureau (IB). [Arab News 3]

The protest comes amid increased political turmoil in

Pakistan, following Khan's ousting from office in 2022

after a parliamentary vote of no confidence, which was

reportedly due to a fallout with the country's powerful

military, although the military denies political

involvement. Especially since May 2023, the PTI has

faced an ongoing crackdown, when its supporters

allegedly attacked government and military

installations after Khan's brief arrest.

Pakistan: Another petition filed in

Supreme Court against proposed

constitutional amendments

(lm/ja) A new petition has been submitted to Pakistan's

Supreme Court, challenging comprehensive

constitutional amendments proposed by the coalition

government. This amendment package, introduced by

the ruling Pakistan Muslim League-Nawaz (PML-N)-led

coalition, includes 52 unpublished amendments, such

as the creation of a federal constitutional court,

increasing the number of Supreme Court judges,

setting a fixed term for the Chief Justice, and raising

the retirement age for judges.

The petition requests the Supreme Court to declare

these proposed changes unconstitutional, emphasizing

that Article 179, which defines the retirement age for

judges, should remain unchanged. It also seeks to

block the introduction of a new Constitutional Court,

arguing that such a move could undermine the

authority of the existing Supreme Court and lead to

political interference in judicial matters. [Geo News]

Last month, a similar petition was dismissed by the

Supreme Court registrar due to its hypothetical nature.

Still, this petition comes amid political turmoil

surrounding the government's amendment bill, which

failed to pass earlier in September as the ruling

coalition fell eight votes short of the necessary two-

thirds majority in Parliament.

Crucially, the government has been facing strong

opposition not only from the main opposition Pakistan

Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI), led by jailed ex-Prime Minister

Imran Khan, but also from influential figures like Jamiat

Ulema-e-Islam Fazl's (JUI-F) Maulana Fazlur Rehman.
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The JUI-F's endorsement is crucial for the government

to proceed with these reforms, given its position as a

key coalition partner. However, despite multiple

meetings between Rehman and other political figures,

including Pakistan Peoples Party (PPP) Chairman

Bilawal Bhutto-Zardari, Rehman remained reluctant to

support the amendments. [AiR No. 40, October/2024,

1]

In recent meetings with Rehman, senior PML-N

leaders, including Senator Irfan Siddiqui, indicated that

there is no set timeline for passing the proposed

amendments, which could extend beyond Chief Justice

Qazi Faez Isa's retirement. Siddiqui emphasized the

need for broader political consensus to advance the

amendments and dismissed rumors about extending

Chief Justice Isa's term, clarifying that the proposals

are not aimed at any individual.

Siddiqui also criticized past Supreme Court rulings

regarding disqualification and reserved seats for

conflicting with the Constitution. He condemned the

judiciary for historical mistakes, such as the execution

of former Prime Minister Zulfikar Ali Bhutto, urging it

to operate within constitutional limits. [DAWN]

[thenews.com.pk]

Pakistan: Election Commission appoints

judges-led tribunals in Punjab to hear

election disputes

(tf) The Election Commission of Pakistan (ECP) has

appointed eight election tribunals in Punjab province

to handle disputes related to general elections, ending

a months-long delay in setting up these tribunals. The

appointed tribunals include four sitting judges and

four retired judges from the Lahore High Court (LHC).

This development follows a Supreme Court decision

overturning an earlier LHC order from May that

mandated the ECP to appoint only judges nominated

by the LHC chief justice as election tribunal members.

The ECP challenged the LHC decision in July after

parliament amended the law to permit the

appointment of retired high court judges as tribunal

members. The commission's petition questioned

whether the authority to appoint election tribunals lies

with the ECP or the LHC.

The Supreme Court's recent annulment cleared the

way for the ECP to make these appointments, ensuring

tribunals are ready to address election-related

disputes in Punjab. [DAWN]
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Pakistan: PTI to file plea against ban on

meeting ex-Prime Minister Khan, wife in

prison until October 18

(lm) Pakistan’s main opposition party, Pakistan

Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI), plans to file an appeal against the

Punjab government’s decision to ban visits to party

founder and former Prime Minister Imran Khan and

his wife, Bushra Bibi, in prison until October 18, citing

security concerns. The decision follows increased

security measures in Rawalpindi's central prison and

Islamabad, ahead of the Shanghai Cooperation

Organization (SCO) summit on October 15-16.

The PTI argues that the ban violates Khan's right to

legal consultation, given the numerous legal cases

against him. Khan, imprisoned in connection with over

150 cases, remains a popular figure, with his party

claiming the charges are politically motivated. [Arab

News]

Pakistan: Government bans prominent

Pashtun rights group critical of military

(lm/tf) Pakistan's Interior Ministry has banned the

Pashtun Tahafuz Movement (PTM), labeling it a

"proscribed organization" due to activities deemed

prejudicial to national peace and security.

The PTM, founded in 2014, advocates for the rights of

ethnic Pashtuns affected by Pakistan's military

operations against the Taliban and its local affiliate, the

Tehrik-i-Taliban Pakistan (TTP), in the Khyber

Pakhtunkhwa province. Known for its strong criticism

of the military regarding enforced disappearances and

extrajudicial killings, the PTM has organized large

peaceful rallies demanding better protections for

Pashtuns. The PTM, initially known as the Mehsud

Tahafuz Movement, gained prominence in 2018 after

organizing protests against the police killing of

Naqeebullah Mehsud. Its leaders, Mohsin Dawar and

Ali Wazir, were subsequently elected to parliament

from the restive North and South Waziristan districts.

The PTM claims it has faced harassment, censorship,

and intimidation from Pakistan’s military, which denies

these accusations and instead accuses the group of

being funded by foreign intelligence agencies,

including Afghanistan’s National Directorate of Security

(NDS) and India’s Research and Analysis Wing (RAW).

The PTM denies these allegations.
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The government's decision comes amid broader

efforts to suppress dissent and maintain control ahead

of the upcoming Shanghai Cooperation Organisation

(SCO) meeting in Islamabad, set for October 15 and 16.

The Human Rights Commission of Pakistan (HRCP)

condemned the ban as an extreme measure, arguing

that the PTM has consistently operated within

constitutional bounds and has not resorted to

violence. [Arab News 1] [Al Jazeera]

In updates related to the upcoming SCO summit, a

Pakistani court has prohibited any "unlawful protests"

in Islamabad during the summit. This decision was

made in response to a petition from local businessmen

who expressed concerns about disruptions in the

capital due to ongoing protests by the Pakistan

Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) party, led by jailed former Prime

Minister Imran Khan.

To maintain order, the government has already

deployed the army and imposed Section 144 of the

Criminal Procedure Code, which restricts large

gatherings. Despite this, PTI has attempted to protest

near the parliament building, prompting accusations

from authorities that the party is seeking to sabotage

the summit. [Arab News 2]

Pakistan: Multi-party conference calls for

ceasefire and support for Gaza

(ht) A multi-party conference in Islamabad, excluding

the main opposition Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI)

party, expressed unwavering support for Gaza and

demanded an immediate ceasefire in the ongoing

armed conflict between Israel and Hamas-led

Palestinian militant groups. The conference, attended

by major political figures including Prime Minister

Shehbaz Sharif and President Asif Ali Zardari,

emphasized the right of Palestinians to self-

determination and condemned alleged ongoing Israeli

aggression.

Deputy Prime Minister Ishaq Dar read a resolution

calling for an immediate ceasefire and humanitarian

aid for Gaza, while stressing the need for

accountability for violations of international law by

Israel. President Zardari expressed deep concerns over

the escalation of violence and called for swift

international action to restore peace. Other leaders,

including Nawaz Sharif and Bilawal Bhutto-Zardari,

highlighted the need for unity in addressing the

Palestinian issue and criticized the UN's ineffectiveness

in enforcing its resolutions regarding Israel. [DAWN]
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October 7, which marked one year since the beginning

of the conflict in 2023, was also observed as Palestine

Solidarity Day to highlight support for the Palestinian

people. [Arab News 1]

Additionally, on October 7, over a hundred Pakistani

journalists marched in Karachi to express solidarity

with media workers killed in Gaza, demanding an

immediate ceasefire and an end to Israel’s military

actions. This demonstration coincided with the one-

year anniversary of the Israel-Hamas conflict, which

has reportedly resulted in the deaths of 175

journalists, according to Gaza's Government Media

Office. [Arab News 2]

On October 6, prior to the conference, thousands

rallied in Karachi to commemorate the anniversary of

the Israeli invasion of Gaza, calling for an end to what

they termed the "genocide" of Palestinians. This

protest was organized by Jamaat-e-Islami (JI) and

garnered support from the Pakistan Peoples Party

(PPP) and other organizations. [Arab News 3]

Pakistan: Growing concerns over

increasing religious intolerance and

extremism

(tf) During a panel discussion following the screening

of the documentary Neighbour—Hum Saya, concerns

were raised about rising religious intolerance and

extremism in Pakistan. The film tells the story of a

young Christian girl who was forcibly converted and

married, highlighting systemic issues minorities face

when seeking justice.

Participants, including educationists and rights

activists, criticized the increasing extremism in society,

with Dr. Riaz Shaikh of SZABIST condemning law

enforcement for complicity in violence against

minorities. He cited the recent killing of a doctor based

on false blasphemy accusations. Educationist Nasima

Zahid called for the removal of hate-filled content from

school curricula, while representatives from the Hindu

Panchayat and Women’s Action Forum discussed

discrimination against minorities in politics and

business. [Dawn]

Pakistan: Ex-President Alvi's dental clinic

sealed for illegal commercial use in

residential area
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(tf) The Sindh Building Control Authority (SBCA) sealed

former President Arif Alvi's dental clinic in Karachi's

Sindhi Muslim Society due to illegal commercial

activities in a residential area. Residents had long

complained about the clinic, citing parking and privacy

issues. Despite previous complaints being ignored,

action was finally taken after multiple warnings, and

notices were posted stating the clinic's illegal use of

residential property.

The operation was conducted with police support,

following Supreme Court directives against illegal

encroachments, as part of SBCA's broader campaign

against unauthorized commercial activities in

residential areas. [The Express Tribune]

Pakistan: Health authorities issue dengue

prevention advisory; Rawalpindi declares

health emergency

(ja) Pakistan’s National Institute of Health (NIH) issued

a dengue prevention advisory after the Pakistan

Meteorological Department (PMD) warned of a

potential outbreak in 10 cities this October, including

Karachi, Lahore, Islamabad, Peshawar, and Rawalpindi.

Dengue, spread by mosquitoes, has affected over

8,900 people this year, with over 21,000 cases last

year. The outbreak is expected to follow the post-

monsoon season, with peak transmission predicted for

September to December. [Arab News]

In related updates, the Punjab government recently

declared a health emergency in Rawalpindi as dengue

cases continue to rise, with 103 new cases reported in

a single day, raising concerns about a potential

outbreak. So far, Rawalpindi has seen six fatalities and

a total of 1,358 cases this season, of which 1,169

patients have been successfully treated, while 181

remain under medical care. [DAWN]

Pakistan: Polio cases rise to 28 as experts

warn tally could reach 65 by year-end

amid vaccination challenges

(mra) Two more children in Pakistan, a 36-month-old

girl from Balochistan and a seven-month-old boy from

Khyber Pakhtunkhwa (KP), have been diagnosed with

polio, raising the country's 2024 polio case tally to 28.

Balochistan, with 16 cases, has become the epicenter
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of the outbreak, while KP now has three cases, Sindh

seven, and Punjab and Islamabad one each.

In response, Balochistan's chief minister ordered an

inquiry and a special anti-polio campaign. Prime

Minister’s Focal Person for Polio Eradication, Ayesha

Raza Farooq, announced a nationwide vaccination

campaign starting October 28, urging parents to

vaccinate children under five. [GEO News 1]

Despite efforts, Pakistan remains one of only two

polio-endemic countries alongside Afghanistan. Health

experts warn that Pakistan's polio cases could rise to

55-65 by the end of 2024, up from the current 28, due

to missed vaccinations, increased refusals, and

ongoing issues in the eradication program.

The report by the Institute for Disease Modeling (IMD)

highlighted immunity gaps as a critical obstacle, with 2-

3 percent of children consistently missed during

vaccination drives, especially in high-risk areas like

Karachi, Quetta, and Peshawar—identified as core

reservoirs of transmission. Refusals have surged in

these areas due to misinformation and mistrust. [Geo

News 2]

Pakistan: Bidders reluctant to retain PIA

employees; seek clarification in text

(tf) Bidders for Pakistan International Airlines (PIA)

have expressed reluctance to retain existing

employees and raised concerns over tax issues,

leading to the postponement of the financial bidding to

October 31. Six pre-bidding parties have also sought

clarity on employee services, pensions, warranties for

18 aircraft, and protection from historical litigations.

During a Senate Standing Committee on Privatization

session, it was noted that repeated delays in the PIA

privatization process harm Pakistan's international

image, and further postponements could affect

privatization of other state-owned entities, such as

electricity distribution companies (Discos). The

committee stressed that the revised October 31

deadline must be met.

The Secretary of the Privatization Commission, Usman

Bajwa, assured that the deadline would not be

extended. He mentioned that bidders are concerned

about PIA's liabilities of PKR 200 billion (USD 720

million), as well as employee-related issues. While

most issues have been addressed, some key concerns

remain. Bajwa emphasized ongoing efforts to provide

job security and ensure a smooth privatization.
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Senator Mohsin Aziz urged swift resolution of

employee and asset issues to ensure the success of

the privatization process. The committee called for

transparency, noting unresolved legacy issues could

present challenges even after privatization. Aziz also

criticized the Commission's limited success,

highlighting the need to streamline issues regarding

assets, defaults, and employees.

Concerns were also raised about stalled privatization

of Discos, particularly Faisalabad Electric Supply

Company (Fesco), and the privatization of K-Electric.

Labour issues and the condition of companies like

Fesco and Peshawar Electric Supply Company (Pesco)

deterred potential buyers. The committee agreed to

hold a joint meeting with the Senate Standing

Committee on Power to further investigate issues

related to Discos. It was concluded that K-Electric’s

privatization had not been successful, as it failed to

meet investment commitments. Further evaluation is

planned to address unfulfilled obligations and explore

strategies for future privatization efforts. [The News]

Pakistan: Two Chinese nationals among

three killed in attack near airport in

Karachi

(lm/tf/ja) Two Chinese nationals were among three

people killed in a terrorist attack near Karachi's airport

on October 6. The convoy, carrying staff from the Port

Qasim Electric Power Company, was targeted using a

vehicle-borne improvised explosive device. The

separatist Baloch Liberation Army (BLA) claimed

responsibility for the attack, which also left 10 people

injured.

China, a major investor in Pakistan's China-Pakistan

Economic Corridor (CPEC), has previously faced attacks

from the BLA, which accuses China of aiding Pakistan

in exploiting Balochistan's resources. In recent years,

BLA has targeted Chinese nationals and interests in

Pakistan, including previous attacks in Gwadar, the

University of Karachi, and the Dasu Dam project. [Arab

News 1]

Speaking against this backdrop, during a meeting with

Chinese Ambassador Jiang Zaidong, Pakistan’s Prime

Minister Sharif expressed his condolences and

emphasized that the protection of Chinese citizens in

Pakistan is a top priority for his government. He

assured the ambassador that all necessary resources

would be mobilized to identify and bring the

perpetrators to justice. The Chinese embassy has

urged its citizens and businesses in Pakistan to
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enhance their security measures following the attack.

[DAWN] [Arab News 2]

Just days before the incident, the Economic

Coordination Committee (ECC) approved a

supplementary grant of USD 160 million for defense

projects in the current fiscal year, primarily to enhance

their capacity to protect Chinese interests under CPEC

and manage border security. Out of the allocated

funds, PKR 35.4 billion (USD 127 million) will go to the

military and PKR 9.5 billion (USD 34 million) to the

navy. This grant is in addition to the previously

approved PKR 2.127 trillion (USD 7.67 billion) defense

budget. [The Express Tribune]

The decision, made during a meeting led by Finance

Minister Muhammad Aurangzeb, follows previous

grants of PKR 60 billion (USD 215 million) for anti-

militancy operations and a defense budget increase of

17.5 percent to PKR 2.12 trillion (USD 6.15 billion) for

2024-25. [Arab News 3]

In related updates, security forces in Harnai district,

Balochistan, recently eliminated six militants from the

BLA during a targeted operation. The operation was

based on intelligence reports about the militants'

hideouts. [thenews.com.pk]

Separately, three paramilitary soldiers were killed and

four injured in an improvised explosive device (IED)

attack targeting a Frontier Corps vehicle in the Kalat

district of Balochistan province on October 5. No group

has claimed responsibility, but suspicion falls on the

BLA. [Arab News 4]

Pakistan: Senior army officer among six

soldiers killed in gunfight with militants

(lm) A gunfight in Pakistan's North Waziristan district,

bordering Afghanistan, led to the deaths of six

Pakistani soldiers, including a senior officer, and six

militants. The Pakistani military also carried out a

follow-up operation to clear remaining militants.

Separately, two militants were killed during an

intelligence-based operation in Swat.

Pakistan attributes the rise in militant attacks to

groups operating from Afghanistan, though Kabul

denies these claims. [Arab News]

Pakistan: IDEAS 2024 to showcase global

defense innovations
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(tf) The 12th International Defence Exhibition and

Seminar (IDEAS) 2024 is set to take place in Pakistan’s

port city of Karachi from November 19 to 22. This

biennial event will showcase modern defense

equipment and weapon systems produced by Pakistan

and international manufacturers.

Organized by the Defence Export Promotion

Organisation (DEPO) under the Ministry of Defence

Production, IDEAS aims to promote Pakistan's defense

industry globally and foster international cooperation

in defense technology. The exhibition will feature

participation from high-level officials, diplomats, and

industry representatives, and it aligns with priority

sectors identified by the Special Investment Facilitation

Council (SIFC) in Pakistan.

In the previous edition of IDEAS in 2022, 532

companies from 38 countries participated, showcasing

the growing interest and engagement in the defense

sector. [Geo TV]

Pakistan: Space Research Center

inaugurated in Gilgit Baltistan

(ht) On October 2, the Pakistan Space and Upper

Atmosphere Research Commission (SUPARCO)

officially opened the Space Applications and Research

Centre (SPARC-GB) in Gilgit Baltistan. This new facility

will play a crucial role in monitoring glacier landslides

and tracking climate change. Additionally, SPARC-GB

will collaborate with international research

organizations to enhance disaster management and

conservation efforts. The center aims to engage local

communities by creating employment opportunities

and emphasizing the significance of technology in

addressing environmental challenges. [ARY News]

Seychelles: National Assembly approves

constitutional amendment to streamline

elections

(sa) The National Assembly of Seychelles has approved

the 11th amendment to the Constitution, focusing on

presidential and parliamentary elections and their

tenure. Presented by Vice President Ahmed Afif, the

amendment establishes a fixed date for presidential

elections, ensuring they occur five weeks before the

end of the president's term to facilitate a smooth

transition of power. The amendment also mandates

that National Assembly elections be held concurrently
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with presidential elections, aimed at streamlining the

electoral process.

Key changes include the repeal of Article 52A, which

allowed a president to call for early elections, thus

enforcing fixed-term elections. It also details

procedures for handling presidential vacancies and

clarifies that the Vice-President will assume the

presidency under certain circumstances. Additionally,

the amendment repeals the three-year limit on legal

actions against former presidents, enhancing

accountability.

While the ruling party supports the amendment,

opposition leaders have expressed concerns,

particularly about the outgoing president's ability to

make decisions during a one-month transition after

losing an election and the implications of overlapping

election mandates on the National Assembly's

authority.

This amendment follows a previous constitutional

change in June 2022 that granted Seychelles Defence

Forces enhanced powers for domestic law

enforcement. [Seychelles News Agency]

Seychelles: Authorities test early warning

systems in tabletop exercise

(sa) Authorities in the Seychelles have conducted a

three-day tabletop exercise (TTX) to test and improve

early warning systems for flash floods, following recent

extreme weather events in December 2023 and March

2024. The TTX is part of a broader initiative, funded by

the European Union and the Indian Ocean

Commission, to develop a robust early warning system

for the islands. [Seychelles News Agency]

Sri Lanka: Parties scramble for alliances

and candidates ahead of parliamentary

election

(sa/aa/lm) As Sri Lanka gears up for the parliamentary

election scheduled for November 14, major political

parties are intensifying their preparations and forming

alliances.

The ruling National People's Power alliance (NPP),

buoyed by the recent presidential victory of its leader,

Anura Kumara Dissanayake, is fine-tuning its

nomination lists while also addressing potential
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internal competition for preferential votes. The party is

implementing a mechanism to avoid clashes between

candidates for these votes, which allow voters to rank

multiple candidates from the same party in order of

preference.

Additionally, the NPP aims to include more female

candidates and professionals in both its district and

national lists. While the party has decided not to align

with any new political groups, many individuals have

expressed interest in contesting under the NPP

banner. These candidates have been directed to

consult the party’s district-level nomination boards.

[Daily Mirror 1]

In this context, the Samagi Jana Sandanaya (SJS), a

political coalition representing a broad spectrum of

opposition parties focused on social democracy and

progressive governance, has announced plans to

collaborate with current President Anura Kumara

Dissanayake if they secure a parliamentary majority in

the upcoming elections. [Daily Mirror 2]

In contrast, the United National Party (UNP), one of Sri

Lanka’s oldest political parties, is working to form

alliances after failing to merge with the Samagi Jana

Balawegaya (SJB), a breakaway faction that split from

the UNP in 2020, during the presidential election.

Despite having a combined vote share of 50.03

percent, the UNP is now courting groups that

distanced themselves from the Sri Lanka Podujana

Peramuna (SLPP), the party closely aligned with the

Rajapaksa family that previously held a parliamentary

majority. [Devdiscourse]

The SLPP, which previously held a parliamentary

majority, has decided not to nominate MPs who left

the party before the presidential election, forcing these

members to seek candidacies with other alliances.

Several prominent MPs, including former President

Mahinda Rajapaksa, his brother Chamal Rajapaksa,

and former Foreign Affairs Minister Ali Sabry, have

announced they will not contest in the upcoming

election due to health issues, old age, or political

reasons. [Daily Mirror 3] [Daily Mirror 4]

As the nomination deadline approaches on October

11, none of the 22 electoral districts have seen

significant party submissions, indicating a flurry of last-

minute political activity. However, as of October 4, a

total of 122 independent groups have submitted

deposits to contest in the upcoming general election.

These deposits are required from candidates or parties

to ensure their serious commitment to contesting in

the election. These deposits have been submitted for
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21 out of 22 electoral districts, with Matale being the

only district without deposits.

Sri Lanka: New Cabinet terminates three

projects of previous government

(lm) The new Sri Lankan Cabinet has terminated

contracts for officers and consultants appointed by the

previous government for three projects. These projects

involved the 'Office for the Affairs of Sri Lankans

Abroad,' the 'National Peoples Council,' and an

'Agriculture Modernization Programme.' The Cabinet

deemed the relevant ministries capable of handling

these functions internally, leading President Anura

Kumara Dissanayake to end the contracts, effective

September 30. [Daily Mirror]

Sri Lanka: Election Commission suspends

unlawful appointment of SLPA Managing

Director

(lm) The Election Commission of Sri Lanka has

suspended the unlawful appointment of a new

Managing Director for the Sri Lanka Ports Authority

(SLPA). The Ministry of Ports and Aviation had

attempted to replace the current Managing Director,

Prabath Malavige, who still has nearly ten years of

service remaining. This decision was made during the

election period, which restricts significant

administrative changes.

The Commission, after receiving notice of the issue,

ordered the Ministry secretary to halt the new

appointment and to reinstate the current Managing

Director. Additionally, the Commission emphasized

that such changes should not be made until after the

parliamentary elections, to ensure compliance with

election laws prohibiting major administrative actions

during this period. [Daily Mirror]

Sri Lanka: Bribery Commission DG to

resign as appointment challenged in

Supreme Court

(lm) Kanishka D. Wijeratne, the Director General of Sri

Lanka's Commission to Investigate Allegations of

Bribery or Corruption, has agreed to resign following a

Supreme Court ruling that allowed a challenge to his

appointment. The case was initiated by Transparency
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International Sri Lanka (TISL), which argued that the

appointment process lacked transparency and did not

adhere to proper procedures. [EconomyNext]

Sri Lanka: Voters prioritize unity over

religious and racial divisions in recent

election

(sa) The recent presidential election demonstrated a

shift in voter priorities, as people are increasingly

choosing candidates based on broader issues rather

than factors like religion, race, or clan affiliation,

according to Ven. Dr. Sasthrapathi Galagama

Dammaransi Nayaka Thera, Chairman of the Buddhist

Affairs Coordinating Committee.

In a media briefing, he noted that the electorate

rejected racism, religious conflict, and ongoing

corruption. With the country's economic and social

challenges worsening, the association is focusing on

fostering religious harmony as part of a broader

initiative for interfaith unity. The thera emphasized

that individuals who do not actively practice any

religion have emerged as advocates for national and

religious cohesion, claiming that misguided

perspectives are harming genuine believers. [Daily

Mirror]

Sri Lanka: Allegations of unlawful liquor

license issuance prior to presidential

election

(lm) During the pre-election leading up to Sri Lanka’s

recent presidential election, around 80 liquor licenses

were unlawfully issued, despite regulations prohibiting

such actions during an election. These licenses were

granted as rewards to politicians and associates who

supported the previous government.

Investigations revealed that these licenses were not

always issued to the politicians themselves but to their

relatives and associates, often being resold at high

prices. This practice has raised serious ethical

concerns, especially as the former president, Ranil

Wickremensinghe, who was also a presidential

candidate and served as finance minister, was involved

in issuing these licenses, which violates election laws.

The Excise Department of Sri Lanka has come under

scrutiny for its role in this, and despite a Supreme

Court order halting the issuance of liquor licenses
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during the election, the process continued. The new

government is preparing to revoke these illegal

licenses, and investigations are ongoing into the

widespread fraud and corruption involved in the

issuance of these licenses. [Daily Mirror]

Sri Lanka: Population and housing data

collection launched

(lm) Sri Lanka's Census and Statistics Department has

begun collecting data on the population and housing.

This follows the last Census of Population and Housing

conducted in 2012. The current mid-year population

estimate process is based on administrative data from

registered births, deaths, and migration patterns from

July 1 to June 30 each year.

From 2012 to 2024, births showed fluctuations, with a

general decline in recent years. For the period between

July 2023 and June 2024, there were 228,091 registered

births. Deaths, on the other hand, have gradually

increased, although the latest period (July 2023-June

2024) saw a slight decline in comparison to the

previous year. Additionally, negative net migration,

indicating more departures than arrivals, further

contributed to a population decline of 120,555 in 2024.

[Daily Mirror]

Sri Lanka: New Acting Commissioner

General for ID office appointed

(lm) Ms. M.S.P. Sooriyapperuma has been appointed as

the Acting Commissioner General for the Registration

of Persons in Sri Lanka. This position has been vacant

since September 24. Sooriyapperuma, a Special Grade

officer of the Sri Lanka Administrative Service, was

previously serving as an Additional Secretary in the

Ministry of Public Security. [Daily Mirror]

Sri Lanka: Hareendra Dissabandara

appointed Chairman of SEC

(lm) Hareendra Dissabandara has been appointed as

the new Chairman of the Securities and Exchange

Commission (SEC) of Sri Lanka, effective October 8.

Dissabandara has a robust background in financial

regulation, having previously served as the SEC's

Director General from 2012 to 2013 and as the

Director of the Financial Services Academy and the

https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-euhlidk-l-wt/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-euhlidk-l-wi/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-euhlidk-l-wd/


Capital Market Education and Training Division from

2008 to 2012. He is also a Senior Professor of Finance

and Corporate Governance at the University of Sri

Jayewardenepura. [Daily Mirror]

Sri Lanka: Excise Department gets new

Commissioner General

(lm) The Sri Lankan Cabinet has approved the

appointment of a new Commissioner General for the

Department of Excise, U.D.N. Jayaweera, effective

immediately. This decision follows the dismissal of J.M.

Gunasiri, who had been serving in the role on a

contract basis.

Jayaweera is a Special Grade officer of the Inland

Revenue Service and previously held the position of

Additional Secretary (Agency Coordination II) at the

Presidential Secretariat. [Daily Mirror]

Sri Lanka: Foreigners netted in major

online financial scam

(lm) The Criminal Investigation Department (CID) of Sri

Lanka has arrested a group of 39 foreigners involved in

a major online financial scam. The suspects, including

29 Chinese men, one Chinese woman, one Indian

national, and several Thai nationals, were operating

the fraudulent network from a hotel in Avissawella and

a private organization in Hanwella.

The CID's operation led to the seizure of 499 mobile

phones and 24 laptops, which were used in the scam.

Investigations confirmed that the group was engaging

in financial fraud through social media platforms and

mobile phones. [Daily Mirror 1]

This crackdown coincides with alarming statistics from

the Sri Lanka Computer Emergency Readiness Team

(SLCERT), which reported over 9,000 cybercrime

incidents from August to September 2024. This reflects

a notable increase in cybercriminal activities, with 80

percent of complaints linked to social media platforms.

Among these incidents, around 1,400 involved online

fraud, while 85 cases were related to cyberbullying of

children and 40 involved online sexual abuse targeting

minors. [Daily Mirror 2]
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Sri Lanka: Credit card debt tad higher in

August in tandem with overall private

credit

(lm) Consumer spending via credit cards in Sri Lanka

has seen a slight uptick, with total outstanding credit

card debt in licensed commercial banks rising by LKR

942 million (approximately USD 3.2 million) to LKR

150.6 billion (approximately USD 511.2 million) in

August 2024. This increase aligns with a broader rise in

overall private credit, which surged to LKR 135.2 billion

(approximately USD 459.7 million) for the month, more

than doubling the amount extended in July.

Despite this growth, the cumulative outstanding credit

card debt remains around LKR 736 million

(approximately USD 2.5 million) lower than the level at

the end of the previous year. The rise in credit card

debt is still modest compared to the total private credit

growth for the month. The total number of active

credit cards in Sri Lanka is less than 2 million,

indicating that the growth in credit cards is a limited

proxy for consumer spending.

The growth in credit card debt follows a significant

tightening of credit conditions, especially after interest

rates surged to as high as 36 percent in 2022, which

stifled consumer spending. Although rates have since

dropped by about 10 percentage points, they remain

restrictive compared to current policy rates and other

consumer loans. [Daily Mirror]

Sri Lanka: Namal Rajapaksa challenges

current president to prove allegations of

corruption

(sa) Former Member of Parliament Namal Rajapaksa

has publicly challenged President Anura Kumara

Dissanayake to substantiate his claims that the

previous Rajapaksa administration has hidden billions

of dollars in Uganda and other nations. In response to

a campaign video, Rajapaksa criticized the President's

longstanding assertions of stolen public funds.

This challenge comes in the context of the 2022

elections, which were characterized by significant

political turmoil and economic crisis. Widespread

protests against the government culminated in the

flight of then President Gotabaya Rajapaksa, who fled

the country and resigned after facing immense public

pressure due to severe shortages and inflation and

allegations of corruption. This turmoil has heightened
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demands for accountability and transparency in

governance.

Rajapaksa’s statement on social media urges the

President to provide evidence for his allegations

against the previous administration. [Daily Mirror]

Sri Lanka: Probe launched into missing

pages of Easter Sunday bomb attacks

report

(sa/lm) Sri Lanka’s new government has initiated an

investigation into the disappearance of pages from the

report of the Special Presidential Commission

investigating the 2019 Easter Sunday bombings.

Minister Vijitha Herath announced that the inquiry will

focus on discovering how the pages went missing and

whether the report submitted to the President was

complete. [Daily Mirror 1]

The Easter Sunday attacks, which took place on April

21, 2019, involved a series of coordinated suicide

bombings targeting three churches and three luxury

hotels across Sri Lanka, resulting in the deaths of 269

people, including many foreign nationals. The attacks

were claimed by a local extremist group with links to

ISIS, and the tragic event exposed significant lapses in

Sri Lanka's intelligence and security apparatus, as prior

warnings about possible attacks were not adequately

acted upon.

Following the bombings, a Special Presidential

Commission was appointed to investigate the incident,

its causes, and security failures. The commission's

report has been crucial in understanding the failings of

the intelligence services and holding responsible

parties accountable.

The decision to investigate the disappearance of pages

is in line with an election promise made by Sri Lanka’s

new president, Anura Kumara Dissanayake, who had

his commitment to ensuring justice for the victims of

the 2019 Easter Sunday bombings. After taking office,

he reiterated this promise, vowing to expedite the

investigation into the attacks and ensure that those

responsible are held accountable. [Daily Mirror 2]

Sri Lanka: Hambantota Port sees 40

percent increase in RORO transshipment
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(lm) Hambantota International Port (HIP), a deep-water

port in southern Sri Lanka, has reported a 40 percent

increase in roll-on/roll-off (RORO) vehicle

transshipments between the 2nd and 3rd quarters of

2024. RORO refers to vessels designed to carry

wheeled cargo like cars, trucks, and trailers, which are

driven on and off the ship using ramps. The port saw a

rise from 125,526 units in the 2nd quarter to 175,583

units by the end of September. [Daily Mirror]

Sri Lanka: Poultry farmers call for

stabilization of poultry feed prices

(lm) The All Island Poultry Farmers' Association in Sri

Lanka has raised concerns over falling egg prices due

to a decrease in tourist arrivals and a reduction in

consumer demand. These factors have led to an

oversupply of eggs, driving market prices below the

cost of production. Ajith Gunasekera, President of the

Association, warned that if poultry feed prices are not

stabilized, poultry owners might stop supplying eggs.

[Daily Mirror]

Sri Lanka: DIG Dhammika Priyantha

appointed as SIS Director

(lm) DIG Dhammika Priyantha has been appointed as

the new Director of the State Intelligence Service (SIS)

in Sri Lanka, following the retirement of Retired Major

General Suresh Sallay. [Daily Mirror]

Sri Lanka: Over 300 police personnel

transferred from Presidential Security

Division

(lm) A total of 307 police personnel have been

transferred from the Presidential Security Division to

various police divisions throughout Sri Lanka. The

transfers, authorized by Acting Inspector General of

Police Priyantha Weerasuriya, received approval from

the Election Commission in accordance with the Public

Service Commission Procedural Rules.

Among those transferred are 11 Chief Inspectors, five

Inspectors, 38 Sub-Inspectors, and 12 Women Sub-

Inspectors. Additionally, the transfer orders for 24

personnel who were temporarily attached to the

Presidential Security Division have been canceled.

[Daily Mirror]
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Sri Lanka: Acting IGP gives two-week

deadline to investigate into minor

complaints

(lm) Sri Lanka’s Acting Inspector General of Police (IGP)

Priyantha Weerasuriya has issued a directive to

thoroughly investigate and resolve all minor

complaints reported to police stations within two

weeks. This decision comes in response to concerns

that a significant number of such complaints have

gone uninvestigated or remain incomplete, which

could lead to minor issues escalating into serious

crimes and erode public trust in the police.

To ensure compliance, the Acting IGP has instructed

senior officials, including Provincial Senior DIGs, to

implement a special program addressing this matter.

He emphasized that police Officers in Charge (OICs)

should begin investigations immediately upon

receiving minor complaints and complete them within

48 hours. Additionally, senior officers are tasked with

monitoring adherence to these instructions and

reporting any OICs who fail to comply. [Daily Mirror]
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Brunei: King grants compassionate leave

for teachers starting January 2025

(ga) Sultan Hassanal Bolkiah, Brunei’s King, has

approved Compassionate Leave for teachers under the

Ministry of Education and the Ministry of Religious
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Affairs, effective from January 1, 2025. Announced

during the 34th Teacher’s Day celebration on October

3, the initiative aims to support teachers’ welfare and

motivation, enhancing their job satisfaction and career

development. The leave will be subject to guidelines

set by a committee. [RTB News]

His Majesty emphasized the key role of teachers in

driving educational transformation, affirming the

integration of religious education into the national

system as of November 2023 and improvements in

student outcomes based on Brunei’s participation in

the 2022 Programme for International Student

Assessment (PISA) by the Organisation for Economic

Cooperation and Development (OECD).

The Sultan further expressed appreciation for teachers’

contributions and urged continued improvements in

scholarship opportunities to develop the nation's

human resources. [Borneo Bulletin]

Cambodia: Advancement in economic

growth environment

(ma) According to American business magazine Forbes,

Cambodia is advancing steadily in its economic and

social development, with notable growth in its

manufacturing and services sectors attracting

significant foreign investment. The government is

actively working to integrate the country further into

the global economy by securing free trade agreements

and improving infrastructure, positioning Cambodia as

a competitive player in international markets.

In addition to economic growth, Cambodia is

prioritizing education and governance reform to

ensure long-term sustainability. These efforts, which

focus on human resource development and

transparency, are helping to create a more resilient

and future-ready economy.

Overall, Cambodia's strategic focus on economic

diversification, global integration, and internal reforms

is moving the country in the right direction. As the

country continues on this trajectory, it is expected to

strengthen its position both regionally and globally,

laying a strong foundation for sustainable progress.

World Bank, meanwhile, stated that Cambodia “has

leveraged its trade agreements well, translating

increased trade into tangible benefits for its economy,”

citing three factors: a reduction in informality and

increase in formal employment with better wages and

working conditions; an increase in hours worked,
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indicating more job opportunities as well as potentially

more stable and regular employment; and gender-

specific gains, reflected in advances in the gender wage

gap. [Forbes] [World Bank]

Cambodia: Wind power to be integrated

into national power grid by 2026

(ma) Cambodia has announced plans to incorporate

wind energy into its national power grid by 2026 as

part of its ongoing efforts to diversify energy sources

and boost renewable energy use. The initiative will see

a significant wind power project located in the

southwestern province of Kampot, with a projected

capacity of 100 megawatts. This move aligns with

Cambodia's broader goals to reduce reliance on fossil

fuels and meet its growing energy demands in a

sustainable manner.

The wind power project is expected to make a

substantial contribution to the country's energy mix.

By tapping into wind energy, Cambodia aims to

balance its energy needs with environmental

considerations, complementing existing hydropower

and solar energy projects. Once operational, the wind

farm will provide a cleaner, more sustainable source of

electricity, reducing greenhouse gas emissions and

supporting Cambodia’s commitment to climate change

mitigation. [Phnom Penh Post]

Cambodia: Concerns arise over restriction

on public access to citizenship data

(ma) Cambodia has recently decided to withhold public

access to records of newly naturalized citizens. This

move appears to be motivated by concerns over

privacy and national security, possibly aiming to limit

scrutiny or prevent external interference in citizenship

decisions.

However, this move has raised alarms about potential

misuse, as it may enable individuals with criminal

backgrounds to acquire Cambodian citizenship without

adequate public oversight. Previously, the data was

accessible for public scrutiny, helping identify

questionable individuals. By concealing this

information, anti-corruption advocates worry that it

may open avenues for exploitation, enabling

individuals with criminal backgrounds to acquire

citizenship without proper oversight.
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International watchdogs have expressed concerns that

this policy shift could undermine efforts to combat

global crime networks. Public access to such data plays

a vital role in ensuring transparency and national

security, especially in a country that has been a hub for

various illicit activities. The lack of transparency

threatens to weaken Cambodia’s reputation in

addressing criminal activities and could affect global

collaboration in preventing crime. [Cambodia Daily]

[OCCRP]

Cambodia: Journalist jailed for incitement

in social media posts

(ma) Award-winning Cambodian journalist Mech Dara

has been imprisoned on charges of incitement after his

social media posts allegedly spread "fake news." Dara,

who had reported on sensitive issues such as human

trafficking, now faces up to two years in prison. His

arrest is viewed by critics as politically motivated,

raising concerns over press freedom in Cambodia.

[BBC]

International human rights groups and the U.S.

Embassy have condemned the arrest, calling for Dara's

immediate release. Critics argue that this reflects

Cambodia's increasing crackdown on independent

journalism ahead of the country's elections. [RFA] [US

Embassy, Phnom Penh, Cambodia]

This case highlights broader concerns about the

diminishing space for free speech in Cambodia. With

independent journalists facing legal action,

international observers fear a continued erosion of

media freedom in the country. [CPJ]

Cambodia: US trade association expresses

concern over government’s investigation

into labor rights group

(ma) The American Apparel & Footwear Association

(AAFA) has raised concerns in a letter to the

Cambodian government over its investigation into the

Center for Alliance of Labor and Human Rights

(CENTRAL). This investigation, viewed as retaliation for

CENTRAL’s report criticizing the Better Factories

Cambodia program – a program run by the

International Labour Organization (ILO) in

collaboration with the Cambodian government and

other stakeholders, that aims to improve labor

conditions in the country's garment factories –, has
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drawn attention from major fashion brands like

Adidas, Gap, and Puma.

The AAFA urged Cambodia to cease the audit and

dismiss legal complaints against CENTRAL's program

manager, emphasizing the importance of protecting

civil society and freedom of speech.

CENTRAL’s critique of the Better Factories Cambodia

program highlighted the program’s failure to address

labor rights violations, a stance that has triggered

government scrutiny. Pro-government unions have

accused CENTRAL of foreign influence, further

exacerbating tensions. Despite the accusations, AAFA-

backed brands and global labor rights organizations

have continued to support CENTRAL, emphasizing the

need for independent labor advocacy in Cambodia.

The letter signals growing frustration from

international brands sourcing from Cambodia, a

country where exports to the U.S. remain strong.

However, concerns remain about the government’s

pressure on civil rights organizations like CENTRAL,

especially as labor rights advocates call for action to

protect freedom of speech and workers' rights amidst

rising tensions in the garment industry. [Sourcing

Journal]

Indonesia: Themes and date of debates in

Jakarta governor and vice-governor

elections set

(gk) Preparations for the Jakarta governor and vice-

governor elections are underway, with the campaign

themes and schedule announced. The Jakarta General

Election Commission stated that there would be three

debates: the first on October 6, the second on October

27, and the third on November 17. The first debate will

focus on "Strengthening Human Resources and

Transforming Jakarta into a Global City," with

candidates expected to discuss strategies for economic

growth, infrastructure development, and key issues

like traffic, flooding, and housing.

The Jakarta gubernatorial elections will be held on

November 27, along with simultaneous elections for

governors, mayors, and regional leaders across all

Indonesian provinces. Currently, three pairs of

candidates are contesting the Jakarta governor

elections: Ridwan Kamil-Suswono, Pramono Anung-

Rano Karno, and Dharma Pongrekun-Kun Wardana.

[CNN 1 , in Indonesian] [CNN 2 in Indonesian] [Jakarta

Globe]
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Ridwan Kamil, with a background in architecture, is an

Indonesian politician who also served as the governor

of West Java and as the mayor of Bandung province.

His running mate is the former Minister of Agriculture

Suswono. Their candidacy is supported by the

Advanced Indonesia Coalition (KIM) Plus, a coalition of

14 political parties.

The second candidate pair consists of Pramono Anung,

a former Cabinet Secretary and Deputy Speaker of

Indonesia’s House of Representatives, alongside Rano

Karno, a celebrity-turned-politician and former

Governor of Banten. This pair is endorsed by the

Indonesian Democratic Party of Struggle (PDI-P) and

Hanura parties.

The third independent candidate pair consists of

Dharma Pongrekun and his running mate Kun

Wardhana. Dharma Pongrekun is an Indonesian

former three-star police general and politician who

served as the Vice Head of the National Cyber and

Crypto Agency. Kun Wardhana is an academic and

politician, currently serving as a lecturer at Jakarta’s

National Institute of Science and Technology. [Jakarta

Globe]

Indonesia: Puan Maharani reelected as

DPR speaker

(mu) Puan Maharani, daughter of former Indonesian

President and current chairwoman of the Indonesian

Democratic Party of Struggle (PDI-P), Megawati

Sukarnoputri, has been re-elected for a second term as

Speaker of Indonesia's House of Representatives (DPR)

during the parliament's inaugural plenary session on

October 1. In the February 14 general election, PDI-P

secured with 100 seats the largest number of seats in

the DPR. [Antara 1] [Tempo]

Meanwhile, Ahmad Muzani, Secretary-General of the

Great Indonesia Movement Party (Gerindra), was

appointed by acclamation as Speaker of the People's

Consultative Assembly (MPR) following a party

representatives' meeting on October 2. Muzani,

previously an MPR deputy speaker, will serve a five-

year term as Speaker. He is a member of Gerindra, the

party of President-elect Prabowo Subianto. [Jakarta

Globe] [The Jakarta Post]

The induction of the Indonesian parliament, consisting

of the DPR, MPR, and the Regional Representatives

Council (DPD) senators elected in the February 2024

general election, took place the day before. This year,

the number of representatives in the DPR has
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increased from 575 to 580 and in the DPD from 136 to

152, due to the creation of new provinces. [Antara 2]

Indonesia: High approval rating for

president and president-elect amidst

transitionary period

(mu) President Joko "Jokowi" Widodo said that the

ongoing transition to the new leadership will proceed

smoothly ahead of the inauguration of the President-

elect, Prabowo Subianto, on October 20. The

statement was delivered when he attended the

Indonesian Defense Forces' 79th anniversary where he

thanked Prabowo Subianto, who currently is the

defense minister, for his works in his cabinet,

strengthening Indonesia’s defense system.  [CNN

Indonesia] [Antara 1]

A survey conducted by Indikator Politik Indonesia

survey agency demonstrated that the public approval

rate for President Jokowi is at a high rate of 75 percent,

despite criticism of democratic deconsolidation and

dynasty building in his second-term presidency. At the

same time, the survey revealed a soaring 83.4 percent

of public trust towards the President-elect Prabowo in

the upcoming five year as the public expects him to be

able to control prices of basic necessities, creating

jobs, reducing poverty, and tackling corruption. [Antara

2] [Jakarta Globe]

Indonesia: Number of commissions in

House of Representatives expands

(mu) The new House of Representatives (DPR),

inaugurated on October 1, will have 13 commissions,

two more than previously, to accommodate the

planned cabinet expansion under President-elect

Prabowo Subianto, who will assume office in late

October.

Prabowo has not provided detailed information about

the cabinet expansion but has indicated that his

cabinet may consist of 40 ministries and state

agencies, up from the current 34. [Jakarta Globe]

The move is said to accommodate the upcoming big

governing coalition parties, which helped him to win

the election in February 2024. [Jakarta Post]
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Indonesia: Judges begin strike over

salaries and allowances

(gk) Thousands of judges from courts across Indonesia

began a week-long strike on October 7, demanding

better salaries and allowances. The strike is expected

to continue until October 11. [Jakarta Globe]

Judges are protesting in various ways; some are

holding peaceful demonstrations, while others have

taken leaves of absence to show solidarity with their

colleagues. Some judges continued working to ensure

the delivery of justice but expressed their support for

the movement by wearing white ribbons. A court in

South Jakarta postponed trials for one week to

demonstrate solidarity with the strike. [CNN Indonesia

1, in Indonesian] [The Jakarta Post] [CNN Indonesia 2,

in Indonesian]. [CNN Indonesia 3, in Indonesian]

In response to the strike, the Supreme Court of

Indonesia acknowledged that it had submitted eight

key demands to the Ministry of State Apparatus

Empowerment and Bureaucratic Reform and the

Ministry of Finance over the past few months to

improve judges' welfare. Out of these demands, only

four were approved, including an 8-15 percent

increase in basic salaries, a 45-70 percent increase in

judges' allowances, an 8-15 percent pension increase,

and a high-cost allowance. However, requests for state

housing, transportation, health benefits, and

honorariums were not accommodated. [CNN

Indonesia 4 , in Indonesian]

The strikes are not a sudden development but have

been years in the making. The last revision occurred in

2012, and no changes have been made since, despite

inflation and increasing responsibilities. [Tempo]

Indonesia: Deflation recorded for

September, foreign exchange reserves

remain stable

(ft/gk) The Central Statistics Agency (BPS) reported a

monthly deflation of 0.12 percent in September 2024,

marking the fifth deflationary period of the year. The

Consumer Price Index (CPI) decreased from 106.06 in

August to 105.93 in September. Meanwhile, the year-

on-year inflation rate stands at 1.84 percent. [Jakarta

Globe]

This trend is attributed to various factors, including

weak domestic demand and a decline in production
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within the manufacturing sector. [Kompas 1]

[Tempo.co]

President Joko "Jokowi" Widodo has taken notice of this

situation, ordering a thorough examination of the

causes of deflation. He expressed concern that this

trend disadvantages producers, particularly farmers,

fishermen, and small and medium-sized enterprises.

The last time Indonesia experienced five consecutive

months of deflation was during the Financial Crisis in

1999, making this the worst deflationary period in 24-

25 years. [Kompas 2] [CNBC]

Meanwhile, Bank Indonesia, the country's central bank,

reported that Indonesia's foreign exchange (forex)

reserves stood at USD 149.9 billion at the end of

September, remaining relatively stable compared to

USD 150.2 billion at the end of August 2024.

This slight decline in forex reserves was primarily due

to the government's external debt payments. The

reserve level at the end of September was equivalent

to 6.6 months of imports or 6.4 months of imports plus

government external debt servicing. This is significantly

above the international reserve adequacy standard of

three months of imports. The Bank of Indonesia

considers this level sufficient to maintain external

sector resilience and support macroeconomic and

financial system stability. [Tempo.co] [Bank of

Indonesia]

Indonesia: Net zero emissions not to be

achieved before 2050, but before 2060

(gk) Speaking at the Youth Conservation Fest 2024,

Indonesia’s Environment and Forestry Minister, Siti

Nurbaya Bakar, disclosed that the country can achieve

net zero emissions (NZE) by 2057 or 2058. She

emphasized that Indonesia should not be pressured to

reach NZE by 2050, a statement that conflicts with the

goals of the Paris Agreement.

Bakar stated that this estimate is based on the

expectation that facilities such as coal-fired power

plants and coal-dependent factories will lose their

operating permits around 2057. Bakar also noted that,

aside from the energy sector, efforts will focus on the

forest and land use sectors, aiming for a situation

where carbon sequestration exceeds emissions by

2030. [Antara]

The Paris Agreement requires each participating

country to submit a climate action plan known as the

Nationally Determined Contribution (NDC). As a party
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to the agreement, Indonesia updated its NDC in 2021,

committing to significantly reduce greenhouse gas

emissions and aim for net zero by 2050, aligning with

global efforts to curb emissions. The country has set

targets to increase its greenhouse (GHG) gas emissions

target to 29 percent unconditionally and 41 percent

conditionally by 2030. [NDC Partnership]

Indonesia: Sand extraction to generate

large revenues

(gk) The Ministry of Marine Affairs and Fisheries

approximated that sea sand utilization could generate

nearly IDR 2.5 trillion (USD 160 million) per 50 million

cubic meters in the form of non-tax state revenue.

Seven important regions across Java, East Kalimantan,

and Riau islands will be contributing to over 17.6 billion

cubic meters of sea sand.

The largest potential is in the Natuna Sea, where 9

billion cubic meters of sea sand could be extracted

from a 5.8 million square area. [Tempo 1]

Currently, 66 companies have applied for permits for

sea sand extraction and utilization. Many potential

buyers of sand are from Singapore. Before the 2003

sea sand export moratorium, Singapore was the

largest buyer of sand, with the primary source of

supply coming from the Riau Islands. Due to increased

environmental degradation and to protect the

submergence of islands, a ban was imposed on sand

mining.

However, President Joko Widodo recently lifted the ban

and allowed mining license holders to export sea sand

after domestic needs were met. This policy has

garnered significant criticism from environmental

groups, who believe that the policy will cause further

damage to ecosystems. [Tempo 2] [South China

Morning Post]

Indonesia: Government to develop

integrated human rights data system

(mu) The Ministry of Law and Human Rights is

currently developing an information system called the

Human Rights Development Profile to enhance human

rights protection in Indonesia. The system will organize

data from relevant central and regional institutions,

ministries, and agencies.
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This system will consolidate data into a single profile

on human rights development at the national level,

covering various issues, including those affecting

vulnerable groups such as people with disabilities. The

profile is expected to be completed by 2029. [Antara, in

Indonesian]

Indonesia: President Joko Widodo

launches new cross-border posts

(gk) President Joko Widodo has launched seven new

cross-border posts across the archipelagic nation. He

referred to these cross-border posts as buffer zones

that would be instrumental to Indonesia’s security and

defense, besides helping in spurring economic activity

and supporting infrastructure in border areas.

The construction of these cross-border posts was

mandated by the Presidential Instruction No. 1 of

2019. As per the government reports, of the 15 cross-

border posts planned, 8 of them are fully functional

and operational and they have cost the government

IDR 1.3 trillion (approximately USD 85.4 million).

[Jakarta Globe] [Antara] [Tempo]

Indonesia: Military establishes five new

battalions in Papua

(mu) The Indonesian military has established five new

infantry battalions in the conflict-prone areas of Papua,

Armed Forces Commander, General Agus Subiyanto

unveiled on October 2.

One battalion would consist of around 700-1,000

soldiers. These ground forces will help secure the

government's food security program covering around

1,059 hectares of crops in Merauke Regency as well as

key road construction projects across Papua.

This move has been criticized by some expert as it

reflects the Indonesian government's approach to

keep viewing Papua as a conflict zone and advancing a

security-based approach. Previously, human rights

activists warried of the escalating violence and

increasing human rights violations in the region. "This

[might] means more land-grab and worsening ethnic

cleansing," human rights activist, Veronica Koman, said

on X. [Tempo.co, in Indonesian] [Veronica Koman, X]

In recent years, Papua has seen an escalation in

insurgent activity, with sporadic attacks on the military

and a few times, civilian targets too. The Free Papua
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Movement (OPM) has been seen by the Indonesian

government as responsible for abductions and killings

of workers in key infrastructure projects. [Indonesian

Globe] [RRI]

Indonesia: Armed forces receive new

military vehicles

(dql) The Indonesian Ministry of Defence (MoD) has

announced the receipt of 569 domestically produced

military vehicles. This latest delivery includes tracked

and wheeled armored combat vehicles supplied by

state-owned PT Pindad and private companies such as

Sentra Surya Ekajaya (PT SSE) and PT Ralika.

Among the vehicles are eight Harimau medium tanks,

part of an initial order of 18, following the earlier

delivery of 10 tanks in February. The Harimau tank,

developed through a collaboration between PT Pindad

and Türkiye’s FNSS Defence Systems, is based on the

Kaplan MT design. Its combat weight of approximately

35 tonnes allows it to operate on less-developed roads

and bridges, broadening its deployment capabilities

compared to the heavier Leopard 2RI main battle

tanks.

The Ministry also received various other vehicles from

PT Pindad, including four Komodo 4×4 light armored

vehicles, nine Anoa 6×6 armored personnel carriers

(APCs), 23 Pandur 8×8 armored fighting vehicles, and

250 Maung 4×4 tactical vehicles.

Additionally, PT SSE delivered eight Rigid Buoyancy

Bridge (RBB) systems, nine Rantis 4×4 vehicles in

different configurations, and eight Ransus 4×4 missile

launcher vehicles, designed for the Indonesian Air

Force's special operations. Lastly, PT Ralika contributed

250 troop transport trucks. [Asian Military Review]

Laos: Government announces minimum

wage increase to address rising living

costs

(cc) The Laotian government has taken a step to

combat rising living costs by announcing an increase in

the minimum wage, effective October 1.

Under the revised regulation, the monthly minimum

wage for all private sector workers, encompassing

production, business, service, and household sectors,

will rise to LAK 2.5 million (approximately USD 114).

https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-euhlidk-l-jyy/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-euhlidk-l-jyy/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-euhlidk-l-jyj/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-euhlidk-l-jyt/


This represents a significant increase from the

previous minimum of LAK 1.3 million (approximately

USD 66).

The wage increase applies to all workers earning less

than the newly established threshold, excluding

overtime pay, welfare provisions, and other benefits.

Employers who currently pay below the revised

minimum are obligated to adjust salaries accordingly.

Businesses already meeting or exceeding the

minimum wage are encouraged to maintain their

current pay structures.

This decision stems from concerns regarding the

depreciation of the Lao kip against foreign currencies

and inflation affecting essential goods. By raising the

minimum wage, the government aims to bolster

workers' purchasing power and ensure a more

sustainable standard of living for low-wage earners.

[The Laotian Times]

Malaysia: Muhyiddin retains party

presidency in Bersatu election

(oc) Muhyiddin Yassin has retained his position as

Bersatu president until 2027 while secretary general

Hamzah Zainudin became deputy president. This was

announced by the Bersatu Party Election Committee

deputy chairman Saiful Abli Arshad in a press

conference on October 4.

Bersatu is known as the Malaysian United Indigenous

Party and is part of the opposition Perikatan Nasional

coalition. Muhyiddin is the alliance’s chairman.

[Bernama]

Malaysia: Supreme Court rules whipping

sentences must be served consecutively

(ga) The Federal Court of Malaysia has ruled that

whipping sentences must be carried out consecutively

for individuals convicted of multiple offences. In a

majority decision, the court determined there is no

provision in Malaysian law allowing for concurrent

whipping sentences. Justice Abu Bakar Jais, referencing

Section 288(5) of the Criminal Procedure Code (CPC),

stated that the law specifies the maximum number of

strokes but does not permit concurrent punishments.

This decision came after former lorry attendant M.

Santanasamy, convicted of drug possession, appealed

for his whipping sentences to run concurrently.
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Although his prison term was allowed to run

concurrently, the court ruled he must receive 20

strokes of the rotan.

Justice Nallini Pathmanathan dissented, arguing that

fairness and proportionality should guide the court's

decision on concurrent or consecutive whipping

sentences. [New Straits Times]

Malaysia: Muslims in Selangor state urged

to reject GISB teachings

(oc) Muslims in Selangor state have been urged to

reject the ideas and teachings of Global Ikhwan Service

and Business Holdings (GISB) due to their deviation

from authentic Islamic principles. GISB has been linked

to the banned group Al-Arqam and is implicated in the

abuse of children in care homes, which is currently

under investigation (see AiR No. 38, September/2024,

3). Following police raids, 206 accounts associated with

GISB have been frozen, totaling more than USD

315,000. [Channel News Asia]

Luqman Hakkim Rizuan delivered a sermon identifying

four types of erroneous principles advocated by GISB,

including the belief in the resurrection of Ashaari

Muhammad, the former leader of Al-Arqam. Hakkim

Rizuan expressed concern over GISB’s belief in Ashaari

Muhammad's extraordinary powers.

Idris Shah, the leader of Selangor state, attended the

sermon and subsequently performed prayers at a

mosque. According to Mohammad Fahmi Ngah, he is

aware of the recent fatwa issued by the Fatwa

Committee, which declared that the leaders, followers,

and workers of GISB have diverged from true Islamic

principles.

The sermon characterized the beliefs of Al-Arqam, and

by extension GISB, as superstitious. It emphasized the

importance for Muslims to conduct their own research

on religious teachings to avoid adhering to incorrect

interpretations of Islam. [The Star]

Malaysia: Oracle to invest billions to boost

tech industry

(oc) Oracle, a US tech firm, has announced to invest

USD 6.5 billion to set up cloud facilities in Malaysia.

These cloud regions are physical locations where a

company’s cloud and data facilities are stored. This,

according to the US firm, will help companies in
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Malaysia to modernize and become more efficient.

Cloud regions will move existing firms’ workload to the

cloud and therefore improve data and AI within the

nation.

This investment comes amidst an influx of tech giants

such as Microsoft, Google and ByteDance pouring

billions of dollars into Malaysia, mostly of which involve

cloud and data services. [Reuters]

Prime Minister Anwar Ibrahim said Oracle’s investment

shows the magnitude of global confidence within

Malaysia economy and tech industry. [Bernama]

Malaysia: Police launch "Negotiator Cell"

to handle terrorist situations

(ga) The Royal Malaysia Police (PDRM) introduced a

specialized crisis negotiator team called the

"Negotiator Cell" on October 4 to handle security

situations involving terrorist threats, both domestically

and abroad. The team consists of highly trained and

experienced members who will act as intermediaries

between the government and terrorists. Their primary

mission is to resolve crises through peaceful

negotiations, save hostages, and gather intelligence

during the process.

The Negotiator Cell is designed to assist the Crisis

Management Team in making informed decisions and

is guided by the National Security Council (MKN)

Directive No. 18, which outlines protocols for handling

hijackings and terrorist situations. In cases where

negotiations fail, the team is authorized to implement

tactical strategies.

This unit, currently comprising nine members, will be

expanded in the future. It includes personnel from

PDRM, the Malaysian Armed Forces (MAF), and the

Malaysian Maritime Enforcement Agency (MMEA). [The

Star] [Bernama]

Malaysia: Over 600 foreigners arrested in

massive immigration raid in Selangor

state

(ga) Over 600 foreigners were arrested in a large-scale

immigration raid at Taman Sri Muda, a residential area

in Shah Alam, Selangor. The operation was led by the

Selangor National Security Council (MKN) with support

from the Royal Malaysia Police and various agencies,
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targeted business premises and shophouses

reportedly monopolized by foreign nationals.

A total of 1,091 individuals were screened, with 602

detained for suspected immigration violations,

including overstaying and lacking valid travel

documents. The detainees are primarily from

Bangladesh, along with individuals from Algeria, the

Philippines, Indonesia, India, Myanmar, Nepal,

Pakistan, and Sri Lanka. They will be sent to the

Semenyih Immigration Depot and investigated under

various immigration and anti-trafficking laws. [The

Star] [New Straits Times]

Malaysia: Johor state announces

Saturday-Sunday weekend from 2025

(oc) The Johor Regent has announced that the state's

weekend will shift to Saturday and Sunday, effective

January 1, 2025. The change is intended to

accommodate Muslims in performing their prayers.

Since 2014, Johor's weekend has been Friday and

Saturday, following the pattern of other Malaysian

states like Kedah, Kelantan, and Terengganu. However,

after consultations with the Johor Islamic Religious

Council, Malaysian King Sultan Ibrahim, and Chief

Minister Onn Hafiz, the Regent has decided to align

Johor's weekend with the Federal government's

(Saturday and Sunday).

The initial adoption of the Friday-Saturday weekend

was meant to facilitate Muslim prayers. In 2022, Johor

began reviewing the issue, following public complaints.

Onn Hafiz noted that the motivation behind the review

was to ensure that parents and children would have

the same days off. Johor Assemblyman Liow Cai Tung

supported the reform from a different perspective,

suggesting that aligning the state’s weekend with the

Federal schedule would enhance efficiency and

productivity. [Channel News Asia] [South China

Morning Post]

Malaysia: Tawau Airport set for USD 30

million investment

(oc) Transport Minister Anthony Loke has announced

that USD 30 million will be invested into Tawau airport

located in Sabah’s east coast. This expenditure aims to

increase passenger capacity to 2.5 million passengers

from the current 1.3 million.  
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Loke commented on the need for reform and

expansion as the airport has performed over capacity

for some time now, handling 1.7 million passengers

and therefore causing over-crowding and the

possibility of delays. [Bernama] [Malay Mail]

Myanmar: Junta pushes ahead with

controversial census

(sc) Census takers, escorted by soldiers and armed

police, began a national survey across Myanmar on

October 2, despite widespread calls for a boycott from

anti-junta groups. The ruling junta, led by Senior

General Min Aung Hlaing, insists the survey is

necessary to update voter lists for promised elections

in 2025, even as armed groups and pro-democracy

forces control large swathes of the country.

With conflict raging, teams of enumerators went door

to door in cities like Yangon, while the military

heightened security in response to threats from

resistance forces.

Ethnic minority groups strongly condemned the

census, viewing it as a tool to bolster the junta's power.

Armed factions such as the Chin Brotherhood (CB), the

Karen National Union (KNU), and the New Mon State

Party (Anti-Dictatorship) warned citizens against

cooperating. Critics argue the survey’s focus on family

members living away from home could help identify

those who have joined armed resistance or fled

conscription. The junta's efforts to secure legitimacy

through the census have only intensified the

opposition's distrust. [Channel News Asia] [Radio Free

Asia]

Myanmar: Anti-military regime groups

reject junta’s invitation for peace talks

(tl) The Myanmar regime issued a statement on 26

September, calling on Ethnic Armed Organizations

(EAOs) and People's Defence Forces (PDFs) to lay down

their arms, take part in upcoming elections, and

resolve the differences with the junta through political

means.

The Karen National Union (KNU), an ethnic armed

revolutionary group, responded to the statement with

skepticism, stating that the junta's statement is just a

continuation of its old tactics aimed at prolonging the

military dictatorship's existence. The KNU further
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stated that if the junta approves three demands, it will

be ready to begin political discussions immediately.

The demands include: the military regime must

transition to a civilian government, accept a new

constitution for a federal union, and take responsibility

for war crimes against civilians, ensuring future

stability. [Burma News International]

Many PDF leaders fighting against the junta have

already made it clear that they will not accept the

junta's invitation. Resistance forces have also said on

social media that the invitation is insincere and just a

tactic to sow divisions among the resistance forces and

alleviate pressure from the Chinese Government by

demonstrating the junta is seeking a political exit. [The

Irrawaddy][Mizzima News]

Myanmar: Democracy leader Zaw Myint

Maung dies in junta custody at 73

(sc) Zaw Myint Maung, a key figure in Myanmar’s

democratic movement and close ally of Daw Aung San

Suu Kyi, died in junta custody on October 7 at the age

of 73. The prominent politician, chief minister of

Mandalay Region, and deputy chair of the National

League for Democracy (NLD) had been imprisoned by

the military regime since the February 2021 coup.

Despite suffering from leukemia, the junta sentenced

him to 29 years in prison on fabricated charges. [The

Irrawaddy] [Radio Free Asia] [Channel News Asia]

The National Unity Government and the NLD hailed

him as a “martyr of the nation,” vowing to continue the

fight for democracy in his honor. [The Irrawaddy]

Myanmar: Arakan Army launches new

offensive against junta stronghold in

Rakhine, junta retaliates

(sc/nf/anl) The Arakan Army (AA) has opened a new

offensive in central Rakhine State’s Ann Township,

where the junta's Western Regional Military Command

(RMC) is headquartered, intensifying fighting in both

the north and south of the state.

The AA confirmed on October 1 that clashes near Mae

Taung Hill, just eight kilometers from Ann, began on

September 26. Fierce fighting has continued since, with

regime forces concentrating on defending the RMC

headquarters. Local sources reported non-stop

artillery fire, and a potential opportunity for the AA to
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seize control of Ann as junta forces redeploy to the

front lines. [Western News] [Myanmar Now] [Narinjara

News]

Simultaneously, the AA is pushing to capture the last

junta outpost in northern Rakhine’s Maungdaw

Township, with reports of heavy airstrikes and artillery

bombardments from the regime in a bid to retain

control. The AA has declared its goal to take full control

of Rakhine State, having captured ten of the state’s 17

townships since breaking its ceasefire with the regime

in November last year. The fighting has led to

significant civilian casualties as the junta continues

indiscriminate air and artillery attacks across the

region. [Myanmar Now]

Meanwhile, local sources reported that on the morning

of October 4, the junta conducted four airstrikes on

Lashio Township, which resulted in the wounding of

one civilian and damaging numerous homes. These

attacks have forced many residents to flee their homes

again and live-in constant fear of further military

airstrikes.

According to reports from the Myanmar National

Democratic Alliance Army (MNDAA), the junta

conducted nine airstrikes throughout September,

resulting in the deaths of ten civilians and injuries to 39

others in Lashio Township alone. Additionally,

residents in Lashio have faced communication cut-offs,

with phone lines and internet services being

suspended since September 30. [Mizzima]

On the other side, after suffering multiple defeats from

the Arakan Army (AA) front, the junta have heavily

retaliated with an increasing number of monthly

airstrikes.

In the townships of Thandwe, Taungup, Myebon,

Ponnagyun, Rathedaung, and Gwa, fatalities have

reached 85 civilians over the past month. In Arakan

State, there were over 40 civilian casualties in August, a

number that more than doubled to 80 in September.

[Burma News International 1]

In addition to the Arakan Army, the junta has sent

multiple airstrikes against the Karen National

Liberation Army (KNLA) in retaliation of KNLA’s various

attempts to take Junta artillery base on Swe Taw Kone

Hill. KNLA frontline sources stated the Swe Taw Kone

Hill has become heavily damaged, with refusal of Junta

surrender so the fighting will continue. Including Swe

Taw Kone Hill the alliance of KNLA have attempted to

take townships Kawkareik, Kyondoe, Myawaddy and

Hpapun, all Junta bases.
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According to officials, Swe Taw Kone Hill junta base

was manned with 107 fighters to be now reduced to 70

fighters after the KNLA alliance attacks. On September

29 and 30, junta Y12 aircraft and junta MiG-29 fighter

jets carried out about ten airstrikes around Lay Kay

Kaw Town near the artillery base, including villages

called Mewakhe, Mehtawthalay, Minletpan,

Letkhattaung, and Yathaytgu in Myawaddy Township,

using 500-pound bombs and missiles. [Burma News

International 2]

Myanmar: Resistance ambush in Sagaing

deals heavy blow to junta

(sc) Anti-regime groups ambushed a Myanmar junta

column raiding villages in Sagaing Region’s Budalin

Township on September 30, killing around 50 soldiers

and capturing 40 others. The combined forces of local

People’s Defense Force (PDF) units and a group called

96 Soldiers launched the attack on a column of around

120 junta troops between Sipaw and Kywe Thay

Chaung villages, despite the regime’s air support. 96

Soldiers said, “This is the first time a junta column was

badly beaten in southern Anyar.”

The junta reinforcements, dispatched by the junta’s

Northwestern Regional Military Command (RMC), were

responding to a September 20 attack on a police

station in Kutaw Village. During their raids, the column

killed four civilians, including an elderly man and two

members of People’s Defense Organizations (PDOs).

Resistance groups reported that two of their fighters

died and several others were injured during junta

airstrikes after the attack. A video released by the

resistance showed captured soldiers and weapons

seized in the ambush. [The Irrawaddy] [Myanmar Now]

Myanmar: Kachin Independent Army (KIA)

captures junta base near Chinese rare-

earth mine

(tl) Kachin Independent Army (KIA) rebels have seized

control of a military base and a city in northern Kachin

state near a Chinese rare-earth mine and other

Chinese-led projects.

On 30 September, the KIA took control of the military's

No. 105 Infantry Battalion base near Chipwi township,

a major hub for rare-earth mines in Myanmar. A

resident of Chipwi said that the KIA had effectively
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assumed control of the township, which is home to

more than 20,000 people and located around 65 km

(40 miles) from the Chinese border. [Radio Free Asia]

[The Irrawaddy 1]

On October 2, the Army took the town Tsawlaw. Chipwi

and Tsawlaw both were previously junta strongholds.

Control over the rare-earth deposits is valued at

around USD 400 million in annual sales to China.

Additionally, the Chinese-led 100-megawatt Chipwi Nge

hydropower plant, which supplies the Myanmar

national grid, would also fall into the hands of the KIA.

[The Irrawaddy 2]

Myanmar: Rights group claims 20 political

prisoners killed by junta this year

(tl) Myanmar's military regime has killed over 20

political prisoners this year, with around 10 being

tortured to death according to Political Prisoner

Network Myanmar (PPNM). Insufficient medical care led

to the deaths of 12 prisoners in various prisons and

prison hospitals were temporary shelters for political

prisoners before they died.

Political activist Pe Maung Sein, a documentary

filmmaker, died in August from tuberculosis. Prisons

withheld medicines sent by his family and denied

access to public hospitals for security grounds. In 2023,

16 political prisoners were killed due to the insufficient

medical treatment, PPNM said.

According to a joint statement by six organizations,

including the Assistance Association for Political

Prisoners, Former Political Prisoners Society, and

Women's Organization of Political Prisoners, since the

2021 coup, at least 101 political prisoners have died

due to insuffcient medical treatment in Myanmar’s

prisons. [The Irrawaddy]

Myanmar: Thousands affected by skin

disease in Min Pya township

(nf) The situation in Min Pya Township, Rakhine State,

has become alarming, as local residents report a sharp

rise in skin diseases following flooding between August

and September. Previously, around 400 people were

affected, but now thousands, including both adults and

children, have been impacted.
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The outbreaks have spread widely across villages,

including Choeng To and areas near the flood-affected

Pas Suir Kyi Creek, particularly where war-displaced

families are sheltering.

No medical aid has arrived so far, despite the severe

shortage of medicine, which remains unaffordable for

most residents. Locals have resorted to using

traditional treatments from nearby forests. [Narinjara

News] [Burmese News International]

Myanmar: Four new fast patrol vessels to

service Coast Guard

(nf) On October 7, a commissioning ceremony of four

new 48-metre fast patrol vessels commemorating the

third anniversary of the Myanmar Coast Guard was

held at No 3 Naval Jetty (Thilawa) and addressed by

Senior General Min Aung Hlaing, Chairman of the State

Administration Council and Commander-in-Chief of

Defence Services. [The Global New Light of Myanmar]

[Myanmar Ministry of Information]

Philippines: Ex-President Duterte to run

for mayor in home city Davao

(rv) Former Philippine President Rodrigo Duterte has

registered to run for mayor in his southern home city

of Davao City in the 2025 elections, despite stepping

down from the presidency in 2022 and initially

announcing his retirement from politics. His son,

Sebastian Duterte, the current mayor, will run as his

vice-mayor.

Duterte, 79, previously served as mayor of Davao for

over two decades before becoming president in 2016.

His campaign was marked by his controversial "war on

drugs," which led to over 6,000 reported deaths,

though human rights groups claim the true toll is much

higher, possibly including extrajudicial killings by

motorcycle-riding gunmen. The International Criminal

Court (ICC) is investigating his drug war policies as

potential crimes against humanity.

Duterte’s decision to re-enter local politics is seen by

analysts as part of a broader strategy to bolster the

Duterte family’s political legacy, particularly as his

daughter, Vice President Sara Duterte, is widely

expected to run for president in 2028. This political

maneuver also comes amidst a deepening rift between

the Duterte family and the current administration of
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President Ferdinand Marcos Jr. The midterm elections

in 2025 are considered critical for both the Duterte and

Marcos families as they vie to maintain and extend

their influence ahead of the next presidential race. [Al

Jazeera] [Associated Press] [ABS-CBN News]

Philippines: DILG chief Abalos vies for

Senate seat; old timers seek comeback

(lm) Several prominent political figures in the

Philippines have formalized their bids for senatorial

seats in the upcoming 2025 midterm elections.

Outgoing Department of the Interior and Local

Government (DILG) Secretary Benjamin "Benhur"

Abalos Jr. filed his candidacy, supported by his family,

and plans to focus on reducing electricity costs and job

creation. He has previously served as Mandaluyong

mayor, congressman, and Metropolitan Manila

Development Authority chairperson. [Philippine News

Agency 1]

Cavite Governor Jonvic Remulla is set to become the

next Secretary of the Department of the Interior and

Local Government (DILG), replacing Abalos. Remulla

has served as Cavite's governor since 2019 and

previously held the same position from 2010 to 2016.

His brother, Jesus Crispin Remulla, currently serves as

the Secretary of the Department of Justice. [Philippine

News Agency 2]

Former senator Gregorio Honasan II seeks a return to

the Senate, citing "unfinished business" related to land

use, national security, and social reforms. Former

Ilocos Sur governor Luis "Chavit" Singson also aims for

a Senate seat, promising to modernize transportation

by investing in electric jeepneys. He served as governor

of Ilocos Sur for over three decades.

Other candidates include reelectionist Ramon Revilla

Jr., former Defense Secretary Norberto Gonzales,

former senator Bam Aquino, former Philippine

Marines colonel Ariel Querubin, and more, as they filed

their candidacies ahead of the 2025 elections.

[Philippine News Agency 1]

Philippines: Dismissed Mayor Alice Guo

announces bid to reclaim former post

(rr/lm) Alice Guo, the dismissed mayor of Bamban,

Tarlac, has indicated through her lawyers that she may

seek reelection in the 2025 elections despite her
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ongoing legal troubles. Guo is currently detained at

Pasig City Jail, facing numerous charges including graft,

human trafficking, and alleged ties to illegal Philippine

offshore gaming operators (POGOs). This has raised

questions about her eligibility to run for public office

while in detention. [Philippine News Agency 1]

Under Philippine election laws, persons deprived of

liberty (PDLs) who have not been convicted can still file

their candidacies and even win elections. Examples of

this include former senator Antonio Trillanes IV, who

won a Senate seat in 2007 while detained for rebellion

charges. However, certain legal constraints apply. For

instance, Guo faces a petition from the Office of the

Solicitor General (OSG) seeking to cancel her birth

certificate, which would strip her of Filipino citizenship

— a basic requirement for candidacy. If this petition

succeeds, Guo would be disqualified from running.

Additionally, while Guo may file a certificate of

candidacy (COC), the Commission on Elections

(Comelec) will ultimately decide whether she can run.

The Comelec could disqualify her on various grounds,

including being a nuisance candidate, or through a

decision from the Ombudsman, which has already

dismissed her from public office for grave misconduct.

The Ombudsman’s ruling carries the penalty of

perpetual disqualification from government service, a

factor that the Comelec is expected to consider. The

Comelec has precedent for such decisions, as seen in

its disqualification of former lawmaker Prospero

Pichay in 2022, despite appeals. [Rappler]

Meanwhile, the Department of Foreign Affairs (DFA)

canceled the Philippine passport of Guo, citing it was

fraudulently acquired. Her biometrics matched those

of a Chinese national, Guo Hua Ping. The passport was

canceled on September 30, 2024, following a

certification from the National Bureau of Investigation.

The DFA stressed its commitment to preventing

fraudulent passport applications. [Philippine News

Agency 2]

Philippines: Three police officers face

dismissal over disappearance of two men

at unauthorized checkpoint

(rv) Three police officers in Cavite, Philippines, are

facing dismissal over the enforced disappearance of

two men during an unauthorized checkpoint in July

2023. The Philippine National Police - Internal Affairs

Service (PNP-IAS) recommended their dismissal after

they were found guilty of administrative charges,

including arbitrary detention and failure to account for
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confiscated items. Another officer involved faces

suspension.

The officers, assigned to the Imus City Police Office,

initially denied involvement, but CCTV footage and

eyewitness accounts revealed that the men were

detained at the checkpoint and later disappeared. The

officers were off-duty and lacked authority to conduct

the checkpoint. The two men were reportedly

apprehended for alleged possession of marijuana, but

no official records were filed. [Philippine News Agency]

Philippines: President Marcos signs law

value-added-tax on foreign digital services

into law

(rv) President Ferdinand Marcos Jr. has signed into law

Republic Act (RA) 12023, imposing a 12 percent Value

Added Tax (VAT) on foreign digital service providers

(DSPs) like Netflix, Disney, and HBO. The law aims to

generate revenue for the government and create a

level playing field for local providers. The government

anticipates collecting around PHP 105 billion

(approximately USD 1.89 billion) over five years, with 5

percent of the proceeds allocated to the local creative

industry.

Marcos emphasized that the law ensures fairness,

stating that any business profiting from the Philippines’

digital economy should contribute to its growth. The

VAT applies to foreign DSPs with annual gross sales

exceeding PHP 3 million (USD 54,000), who must also

register for VAT and designate a local representative to

assist with compliance.

The law is seen as addressing revenue losses and

ending an unfair advantage that foreign digital

platforms had over domestic companies. Finance

Secretary Ralph Recto noted that it would help fund

public services and infrastructure, while House Ways

and Means Committee Chair Joey Salceda highlighted

the law’s potential to significantly boost the local

creative industry, drawing parallels with South Korea’s

investment in its cultural sector. [Philippine News

Agency]

Philippines: Aboitiz InfraCapital wins

contract to upgrade and operate an

international airport
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(rr) Aboitiz InfraCapital, the infrastructure arm of

Aboitiz Equity Ventures owned by the billionaire Aboitiz

family, has secured a contract to modernize and

manage an international airport in the southern

Philippines.

The company plans to invest PHP 12.8 billion (around

USD 230 million) in upgrades to Laguindingan Airport,

located in Misamis Oriental on the island of Mindanao.

The 30-year agreement for airport operations is

expected to be finalized with the government by the

end of the month.

Aboitiz InfraCapital has been ramping up its

investments in Philippine airports. In 2022, it acquired

the Mactan-Cebu International Airport from Megawide,

owned by tycoon Edgar Saavedra, and India’s GMR

Group for PHP 25 billion (approximately USD 450

million). The company has also submitted bids to

enhance and manage other airports, including the

Bohol-Panglao International Airport in central

Philippines.

To address the country’s aging airport infrastructure,

the Philippine government has increasingly turned to

private businesses. Last month, a consortium led by

billionaire Ramon Ang's San Miguel Corp. assumed

control of Ninoy Aquino International Airport in Manila,

committing PHP 171 billion (roughly USD 3.08 billion)

for modernization. [Forbes]

Philippines: More than 250 individuals

detained during raid on suspected online

scam operations

(rv) Philippine authorities have detained over 250

individuals, mainly Chinese nationals, during a raid on

a suspected online scam operation in Manila. The

operation involved staff using hundreds of phones and

computers, along with pre-registered SIM cards, often

associated with "love scams" that target foreign

victims.

The raid took place at a company that previously held

an internet gaming license but had reportedly ceased

operations. Among those detained were 190 Chinese

nationals, two Taiwanese, and 62 Filipinos. Authorities

are coordinating with Chinese and Taiwanese

embassies to identify and facilitate the deportation of

foreign nationals, while local individuals involved in the

scams will face legal charges.

This crackdown is part of a larger effort by the

Philippine government to combat the rise of scam
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operations linked to trafficking and exploitation. In

response to increasing concerns, President Marcos Jr.

recently outlawed all offshore gaming operations due

to their connection to various criminal activities,

including financial scams and human trafficking. [ABS-

CBN News]

Philippines: President Marcos Jr. signs

self-reliant defense posture law

(lm) President Marcos Jr. signed the Self-Reliant

Defense Posture Revitalization Law on October 8. The

law aims to develop the Philippines' defense industry

by boosting local production of defense equipment

and creating systems to address both conventional

and unconventional security threats, such as

cyberattacks, chemical, and radiological risks. The

Department of National Defense is tasked with

implementing the program, giving preference to

Filipino-owned enterprises in producing military

technologies and equipment. [Philippine News Agency]

Philippines: Army, Air Force kick off five-

day interoperability drills

(lm) The Philippine Air Force (PAF) and Philippine Army

(PA) began their five-day "Interoperability Exercise"

(IOX) 03-24 on October 7 at Camp Melchor F. Dela Cruz

in Isabela. The exercise, involving 1,100 Army and 351

Air Force personnel, aims to enhance combat

readiness, operational efficiency, and joint tactics

between the two services. Activities include a

command post exercise, subject matter expert

exchanges (SMEEs), and a field training exercise (FTX).

These drills focus on improving air-to-ground

coordination and collaboration in areas such as

intelligence, logistics, and medical evacuation. The

exercise concludes on October 11. [Philippine News

Agency]

Philippines: Modern space technology

embraced for environmental protection

and climate resilience

(rr) The Philippines is utilizing modern space

technology to bolster environmental protection and

climate resilience, as highlighted by the Climate

Change Commission during World Space Week. Key

initiatives include the deployment of the country's first
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earth-observing microsatellite, Diwata-1, and its

successor, Diwata-2, which are instrumental in

monitoring deforestation and tracking weather

patterns to support climate observation and disaster

response.

The Philippine Space Agency (PhilSA), established in

2019, is central to these efforts, leveraging satellite

data and collaborating with international programs,

including the EU's Copernicus initiative. Recently,

President Ferdinand R. Marcos Jr. announced the

planned launch of the Filipino-made Multispectral Unit

for Land Assessment (MULA) satellite, set for 2025,

which aims to enhance data collection on

environmental challenges like typhoon tracking and

drought monitoring. [Philippine News Agency]

Singapore: Former Transport Minister

Isawaran sentenced to 12 months in

prison

(fi/lm) Subramaniam Iswaran, a former senior

Singaporean cabinet minister, has been sentenced to

12 months in prison following a high-profile trial where

he pleaded guilty to charges of corruption and

obstructing justice. Iswaran, who was formerly the

transport minister, accepted gifts valued at over SGP

403,000 (USD 311,882). These included tickets to the

Formula 1 Grand Prix, a luxury bicycle, alcohol, and a

private jet ride, all while holding public office. [BBC]

[The Diplomat] [Singapore Law Watch]

In parallel, property tycoon Ong Beng Seng has been

charged with two offenses in connection with the

corruption investigation involving Iswaran. Ong is

accused of abetting the minister by offering the gifts in

question, and obstructing justice by helping Iswaran

cover up the transaction. Ong, known for bringing

Formula 1 to Singapore, was arrested in 2023 and

released on bail. If convicted, he faces up to two years

in prison for the gifts and up to seven years for

obstruction of justice. The case will be heard again on

November 15. [The Straits Times]

Iswaran's conviction has drawn attention to the

People's Action Party (PAP), Singapore's long-dominant

political party, which has traditionally prided itself on a

clean and corruption-free image. His case along with

the previous resignations of two other ministers due to

extramarital affair raises concern about public trust in

the PAP, especially as the party prepares for general

election by November 2025. The PAP's share of the

popular vote has been declining, from 70 percent in

2015 to 61 percent in 2020.  In contrast, Singapore
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opposition party, the Worker’s Party, which currently

holds 10 seats in parliament, is aiming to secure more

seats in the upcoming election. [NPR] [Council on

Foreign Relation]

Singapore: Subsidized screening,

consultancy services launched to help

charities combat money laundering risks

(fi) The Singapore Office of the Commissioner of

Charities (COC) and Charity Council have launched a

new panel offering subsidized screening and

consultancy services to help charities protect

themselves from money laundering and terrorist

financing. The initiative aims to strengthen

governance, mitigate risks, and maintain public trust in

charities.

The panel will provide due diligence screening by

checking names against sanction lists and negative

news reports, and consultancy services to help

charities assess risk areas and develop mitigation

procedures. This move is part of broader measures to

encourage charities to adopt environmental, social,

and governance (ESG) practices and support dispute

resolution.

The COC also collaborated with law firm

WongPartnership to develop guidelines to help

charities safeguard against money laundering and

terrorist financing. Additionally, mediation services will

be offered to smaller charities by mid-2025 to resolve

internal conflicts, reducing litigation and maintaining

public confidence in charitable organizations.

Other initiatives include enhanced due diligence

screening for charities with overseas beneficiaries, as

well as a new guide developed with KPMG to support

the adoption of ESG practices. Workshops will be held

in 2025 to aid charities in implementing these practices

effectively. [The Edge Singapore] [The Straits Times]

Singapore: Government launches new

agency to address online harms

(fi) Singapore has introduced a new government

agency to address online harms, such as cyberbullying

and the non-consensual sharing of intimate images.

This agency, announced as part of the Smart Nation

2.0 initiative, will allow victims to seek quicker redress

by ordering perpetrators and social media platforms to
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stop the harmful behavior, bypassing traditional court

processes.

The agency will work in collaboration with the Ministry

of Law and aims to tackle the most prevalent and

serious online harms. The initiative mirrors Australia’s

eSafety Commissioner, which handles similar online

issues. In addition to the agency, new laws are

expected to provide victims with civil remedies against

perpetrators.

Alongside the measures to combat online harm,

Singapore will also invest SGP 120 million (USD 92

million) into artificial intelligence for scientific research,

and launch a fellowship program to improve

educators' digital proficiency. These initiatives aim to

enhance both technology development and public

safety as part of the country’s broader Smart Nation

strategy.

A recent Online Safety Poll by the Ministry of Digital

Development and Information (MDDI) with 2,098

Singapore respondents aged 15 years old and above in

April 2024 found that 74 percent of respondents had

encountered harmful online content in 2024, an

increase from 65 percent in 2023. Among those who

reported harmful content to the platforms, 8 in 10 (78

percent to 86 percent) experienced issues with the

reporting process. [Asia One] [MDDI] [CNA]

Singapore: Citizens could get more say in

town council budgets under new trial

(fi) Singapore is trialing a participatory budgeting

initiative in one of its town councils, giving residents

more influence over how public funds are allocated.

This system will allow residents to propose and vote on

neighborhood projects, such as choosing between a

water play area or a conventional playground.

The trial, introduced by EM Services' General Manager

Wee Keng Boon at the Future-Ready Society

Conference, will start small, requiring significant

resident support (potentially 70 percent) for proposals

to be approved. This approach differs from the existing

Neighbourhood Renewal Programme by involving

residents earlier in the decision-making process. [The

Straits Times] [Future Ready Society]

Thailand: Prime Minister Paetongtarn

urges dialogue as former protest leader
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plans mass demonstration

(lm) Prime Minister Paetongtarn Shinawatra has urged

former protest leader Sondhi Limthongkul to

reconsider his plans for a mass protest against the

government, emphasizing the importance of resolving

any disagreements through dialogue. Sondhi, a

prominent figure from the now-defunct People's

Alliance for Democracy (PAD), recently announced his

intention to lead a protest early next year if he finds

the government’s performance unsatisfactory,

particularly if there are signs of misconduct or ethical

violations.

Sondhi has a long history of opposing the Shinawatra

family. In 2005, the PAD, co-led by Sondhi, initiated

mass protests against then-Prime Minister Thaksin

Shinawatra, accusing him of corruption and

undermining the monarchy. These protests eventually

contributed to a military coup in 2006, which ousted

Thaksin from power. Sondhi again led protests in 2008,

culminating in the shutdown of Bangkok's Don Mueang

and Suvarnabhumi airports, severely impacting the

economy. The PAD disbanded in 2013, and earlier this

year, Sondhi and others were acquitted of insurrection

charges related to those protests.

Sondhi’s political journey also includes a 20-year prison

sentence for falsifying documents to secure a 1-billion-

baht loan for his businesses. He was released in 2019

following a royal pardon. Now 77, Sondhi has stated

that he will closely watch the government’s actions

until the first quarter of 2025 before deciding whether

to stage protests, which could again rally mass

opposition. [Bangkok Post 1]

Sondhi’s remarks regarding protests over possible

misconduct and ethical violations come at a time when

Prime Minister Paetongtarn and her Pheu Thai Party

are facing a growing number of legal challenges,

accusing them of corruption or ethical violations

related to various decisions.

Sondhi’s potential protest plans come amid growing

legal challenges faced by Paetongtarn and her Pheu

Thai Party, with accusations of corruption and ethical

breaches. One of the more recent controversies

involves a petition filed by political activist Ruangkrai

Leekitwattana, accusing Paetongtarn of delaying the

divestment of her shares in Alpine Golf and Sports

Club, which raised concerns about conflicts of interest.

The controversy surrounding the club stems from its

ownership of land that was once monastic property

and later sold under disputed circumstances.[Bangkok

Post 2]
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Adding to the woes of Prime Minister Paeotongtarn,

Jatuporn Prompan, former leader of the United Front

for Democracy against Dictatorship (UDD), recently

criticized government policies, including proposals for

long-term land leases to foreigners, claiming that these

actions would harm the country. Jatuporn’s remarks

are particulary noteworthy, given that he once was a

key ally of the Shinawatra family. [Bangkok Post 3]

Thailand: Opposition urges government to

reconsider amnesty bill delay

(bk) Thailand’s main opposition People's Party (PP) is

urging the coalition government to reconsider its

decision to indefinitely postpone the review of an

amnesty bill intended to address legal cases from past

political conflicts.

On September 30, Prime Minister’s Office Minister

Chousak Sirinil, in his role as chairman of the House

committee responsible for overseeing the study on the

amnesty bill, announced that coalition parties had

agreed to delay the review to provide more time for

discussions and to reach a consensus. The bill is

contentious, particularly because it offers three

options—unconditional amnesty, conditional amnesty,

or no amnesty for royal defamation offenders—a

sensitive issue that could destabilize the coalition. The

delay is intended to ensure the bill can move smoothly

through the House once the parties align on key

aspects of the proposal. [Bangkok Post 1]

However, PP leader Natthaphong Ruengpanyawut

criticized the delay, arguing that the findings of the

committee’s study are non-binding and that people

facing legal actions due to past political movements

deserve timely legal remedies. He emphasized that the

study’s findings should not delay progress on the

amnesty. [Bangkok Post 2] [Thairath, in Thai]

Former Move Forward Party leader Chaithawat

Tulathon echoed concerns over the postponement,

emphasizing that there is widespread societal support

for an amnesty, which is necessary to heal the divisions

caused by political conflicts from 2006 to 2020.

[Matichon, in Thai] [Bangkok Post 3]

Thailand: House to reaffirm position on

simple majority vote for charter

referendum
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(lm/bk) The lower house of Thailand’s bicameral

Parliament is set to meet on October 9 to reaffirm its

decision that charter amendments will be determined

by a simple majority vote. During the session, the

House will also nominate ten members for a joint

House-Senate committee, with the Senate expected to

appoint its members on October 15. This committee

will review the so-called referendum bill and decide the

required majority size for passing the referendum to

rewrite the 2017 constitution. If both chambers reach

an agreement by October 28 and endorse it by

October 30, the bill will be submitted to the prime

minister for royal approval.

Should this timeline remain intact, the charter

amendment referendum is projected to take place on

February 2, 2025, alongside provincial administrative

organization elections. Despite some disagreements

over the urgency of the charter amendment, the policy

remains a priority for various coalition parties,

including the Chartthaipattana Party. [Bangkok Post 1]

The development follows the Senate’s recent decision

to maintain two conditions for a charter referendum: a

minimum voter turnout and majority support.

Specifically, over 50 percent of voters must participate,

and a majority of them must approve the amendment.

The Senate’s shift to a double majority requirement

sparked concerns, particularly after the upper house

had previously passed the bill in its first reading with a

vote of 179 to 5. However, on September 25, the

Senate committee vetting the bill reversed its position

and reinstated the double majority condition.

This abrupt change raised suspicions of external

interference. Minority senators voiced concerns about

the integrity of the vote, with some hinting at potential

manipulation by external forces. These remarks were

seen as a thinly-veiled reference to the Bhumjaithai

Party, which wields significant influence over many

senators, particularly from its stronghold in Buri Ram

province. [Bangkok Post 2] [Bangkok Post 3]

Amidst these suspicions, Bhumjaithai Party leader

Anutin Charnvirakul dismissed claims that his party

was behind the Senate’s decision to uphold the double

majority requirement. He further emphasized that any

push for a new constitution must first involve

discussions among coalition party leaders. [Bangkok

Post 4]

Thailand: Prawit ‘won’t accept salary’

after frequent absences
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(lm) Palang Pracharath Party leader, Gen Prawit

Wongsuwon, has decided not to accept his MP salary

and allowances due to his frequent absences from

parliamentary sessions. The party’s secretary-general,

Paiboon Nititawan, stated that Gen Prawit had officially

notified the House secretary-general of his decision,

effective from October 1. He also expressed his

willingness to return the salary and allowances he has

already received.

This move comes in response to growing criticism

about Gen Prawit’s poor attendance, with reports

indicating that he had only attended 11 parliamentary

sessions since July 2023. Gen Prawit, aged 79, cited his

health issues and other responsibilities as reasons for

his absences.

An investigation has been launched by the House

Speaker into whether his absences may have ethical

implications. Gen Prawit has pledged to increase his

attendance at future sessions.

MPs in Thailand receive a monthly salary of 113,560

THB (approximately 3,407 USD), along with various

benefits, including meeting allowances. Despite his

absences, Gen Prawit continues to live in free military

housing and conduct his political work from there.

[Bangkok Post]

Thailand: People's Party liquor market

reform blocked as House backs

conservative legislation

(bk) Thailand’s House of Representatives has voted

down a bill proposed by the main opposition People's

Party that sought to liberalize the liquor industry. The

bill, which would have allowed individuals to produce

liquor for personal use without government approval,

was rejected by 237 votes to 137.

Government officials, particularly from the Pheu Thai

Party, opposed the proposal, citing potential public

health risks from unregulated alcohol production.

Instead, the House approved more restrictive bills

from Pheu Thai and the United Thai Nation Party,

which require individuals to seek government

permission to possess alcohol distillation equipment.

People's Party MP Taopiphop Limjittrakorn, who

spearheaded the bill, said it was part of a larger

initiative to break up monopolies in the liquor market,

currently dominated by companies like Boon Rawd

Brewery and Thai Beverage Plc. Taopiphop aims to

reduce barriers for small-scale producers and
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envisions domestic brewers securing a 10 percent

market share within a decade in the THB 470 billion

(USD 14 billion) market . [Bangkok Post]

Thailand: Prime Minister Paetongtarn

Shinawatra named to TIME100 Next List

(bk) TIME magazine has named Thai Prime Minister

Paetongtarn Shinawatra to its 2024 TIME100 Next list,

highlighting emerging leaders shaping the future.

Paetongtarn made history on August 18 by becoming

Thailand's 31st prime minister and Asia's youngest

female leader at 38 years old. She was noted for her

family legacy as the daughter of Thaksin Shinawatra, a

former prime minister. Following the removal of

Srettha Thavisin, she now faces the challenge of

implementing new economic policies while navigating

her family's controversial political history.

Paetongtarn is the first member of the Pheu Thai Party

to be featured on the TIME list, following former

leaders of dissolved parties, Thanathorn

Juangroongruangkit and Pita Limjaroenrat, who were

recognized in previous years. [Thai PBS World]

[Bangkok Post]

Thailand: Prime Minister Paetongtarn

confident no repeat of 2011 flooding for

Bangkok

(bk/lm) Flooding has affected 23 provinces in Thailand,

primarily in the North and Northeast regions,

impacting over 66,000 families across 1,647 villages.

The Disaster Prevention and Mitigation Department

reported that, as of October 7, flood levels were

declining in provinces like Chiang Mai, Chiang Rai,

Lampang, and Nakhon Sawan. However, rising water

levels were observed in provinces like Lamphun and

Phitsanulok. In the Northeast, flooding remained

stable in Chaiyaphum, Kalasin, and Maha Sarakham,

while provinces such as Nakhon Ratchasima and Udon

Thani saw receding waters.

Additionally, five provinces in the Central Plains,

including Ayutthaya and Ang Thong, faced rising flood

levels, while two southern provinces, Nakhon Si

Thammarat and Songkhla, experienced declining

floodwaters. Since August 16, floods have caused 52

deaths and 28 injuries across 44 provinces. [Bangkok

Post 1]
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Speaking against this backdrop, Prime Minister

Paetongtarn Shinawatra has reassured the public that

Bangkok will not experience flooding, stating that

current rainfall levels are significantly lower than those

in 2011, when the city faced severe flooding. She noted

that in 2011, Thailand encountered five storms and

over 25 percent more rainfall than usual, whereas this

year has seen only one storm with a 2 percent increase

in average rainfall. Additionally, major dams still have

the capacity to store water, unlike in 2011 when they

were at full capacity and had to release excess water.

[Bangkok Post 2]

Thailand: Pol Gen Kitrat Phanphet

appointed new national police chief

(msz) Pol Gen Kitrat Phanphet has been appointed as

the new head of the Royal Thai Police (RTP), following a

unanimous vote by the Police Commission. The

decision was made during a meeting chaired by Prime

Minister Paetongtarn Shinawatra, who chose to

abstain from voting. Kitrat, who is the most senior

among the candidates considered for the position, had

been serving as the acting national police chief since

October 1. Kitrat is set to retire in 2026 when he turns

60.

Pol Gen Kitrat graduated from Class 41 at the Royal

Police Cadet Academy. He has served as a deputy

interrogation inspector at Muang Rayong police station

in Rayong province, police inspector-general,

commissioner of the national police chief's office,

assistant national police chief and deputy police chief.

He has also been assuming acting national police chief

role after his predecessor Pol Gen Torsak Sukvimol and

former deputy police chief Pol Gen Surachate Hakparn

were both transferred to inactive posts at the

Government House amid the highly publicized rift and

alleged involvement in online gambling. [Bangkok Post]

Thailand: Progressive leader Thanathorn

remembers October 6 massacre, calls for

unity among liberals

(bk) Progressive Movement leader Thanathorn

Juangroongruangkit commemorated the 48th

anniversary of the October 6 student massacre at

Thammasat University, calling for liberal-minded

individuals to unite for societal change and greater

freedom.
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In his address, he reflected on the tragic events of

October 6, 1976, when student activists were

suppressed and killed. He also underscored the Tak

Bai massacre, which claimed the lives of 85 Muslim

protesters two decades ago.

Thanathorn condemned the culture of impunity in Thai

society, which he believes sustains the power of the

ruling elites. Despite the dissolution of his Future

Forward Party and its successor, the Move Forward

Party, he vowed to continue fighting for liberty and

equality. [The Nation]

Thailand: Arrest warrants issued for

suspects in 2004 Tak Bai massacre; Gen

Phisal on sick leave

(bk/lm) Arrest warrants have been issued for 13

suspects in connection with the long-standing Tak Bai

massacre, which resulted in the deaths of 85

protesters in 2004. This includes a summons for a

party-list MP of the ruling Pheu Thai Party to appear in

court.

The Tak Bai case refers to a significant incident that

occurred on October 25, 2004, in Thailand's Tak Bai

district, which involved the violent suppression of a

protest by Muslim demonstrators. The protesters were

calling for justice following the deaths of a group of

men at a military detention center. During a violent

crackdown, many protesters were reportedly

subjected to excessive force. It is estimated that 85

people died—seven were killed during the crackdown,

and 78 others died from suffocation while being

transported in military trucks to a military camp.

The case involves two sets of suspects linked to these

events: The first group of eight suspects will face

charges stemming from their alleged roles in the

deaths of the 78 individuals, who suffocated while

being moved from the protest site to the military

camp. These suspects are primarily the drivers of

military trucks used in the transport.

In a separate lawsuit, the families of the deceased have

filed complaints against seven suspects for their

involvement in the deaths of 85 protesters, which

includes those killed during the crackdown and those

who suffocated during transport. General Chalermchai

Wiroonphet, the former commander of the 5th

Infantry Division, is a suspect in both cases, alongside

General Phisal Wattanawongkhiri, who is currently a

Pheu Thai MP.
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The Narathiwat Provincial Court, which had accepted

the case on August 23, now issued warrants for six

suspects involved in the family lawsuit and summoned

General Phisal to appear in court on October 15,

despite his parliamentary immunity [see AiR No. 35,

August/2024, 4]. [The Nation]

In this context, Deputy House Speaker Pichet

Chuamuangphan has confirmed that he approved a

sick leave request for General Pisal, allowing him to

avoid court attendance for the Tak Bai case. General

Pisal's leave, requested for medical treatment abroad

from August 26 to October 30, raises concerns given

that the statute of limitations for the case expires on

October 25. [Bangkok Post]

Against this backdrop, critics, including politicians and

a former election commissioner, have called on the

Pheu Thai Party and Prime Minister Paetongtarn

Shinawatra to ensure that Gen Pisal faces justice

before the expiration of the statute of limitations.

There are accusations that the leave request's timing

appears suspicious, and calls have been made for

transparency regarding the approval process,

particularly concerning medical proof for the sick

leave.

Thailand: Survey reveals one-third of cash

handout recipients uncertain about

supporting government

(msz) The National Institute of Development

Administration (Nida Poll) recently conducted a survey

revealing that over one-third of Thai recipients of a

government cash handout remain uncertain about

their future support for the ruling Pheu Thai Party. The

survey, which took place from October 1 to 3, included

responses from 1,312 individuals aged 18 and older

and focused on the implications of the THB 10,000

cash handout provided under the digital wallet

scheme.

The digital wallet scheme, aimed at stimulating the

economy, allows eligible citizens to receive THB 10,000

(approximately USD 290) to be spent on various goods

and services. This initiative is part of a broader strategy

by the Thai government to boost domestic

consumption and support individuals amid economic

challenges.

According to the survey, 34.35 percent of respondents

expressed uncertainty about whether they would

support the government after receiving the cash

handout. Meanwhile, 30.31 percent indicated that the
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handout could influence their decision to back the

government, while 20.38 percent stated they already

supported the current administration irrespective of

the handout. In contrast, 13.13 percent declared they

would not support the government under any

circumstances.

Regarding spending intentions, 86.79 percent of

recipients plan to use the handout for daily expenses,

which include utility bills and fuel. Others mentioned

plans to save for future expenses, repay debts, or

cover health-related costs. [Bangkok Post]

Thailand: Low turnout marks PAO

elections in three provinces

(msz) Elections for Provincial Administrative

Organisation (PAO) chiefs were conducted on October

6 in three provinces: Uthai Thani, Ranong, and

Yasothon. The turnout was notably low across all

regions.

In Uthai Thani, Phedet Nuipree, the only candidate,

secured 81,983 votes, aligning with the ruling coalition

member Bhumjaithai Party. According to election law,

a candidate must receive over 10 percent of eligible

votes when there is a single contestant.

Ranong saw competition between three candidates,

with Siharat Sapakul of the Ranong Progressive Group

receiving 30,611 votes against former chief Thanakorn

Borisutyani's 20,584 votes.

In Yasothon, the former chief's resignation led to a

contest among four candidates, with unofficial results

showing Wichian Somwong leading with 41,425 votes.

Despite the elections, the atmosphere was quiet, and

turnout was lower than expected—615 polling stations

in Uthai Thani aimed for 60 percent participation, while

Yasothon, with over 400,000 eligible voters, expected

at least 70 percent. The low engagement was

attributed to minimal campaigning and a lack of

awareness among voters regarding the candidates.

[The Nation Thailand]

Thailand: Investigation launched after

elderly woman’s death linked to power

cut due to overdue bill
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(msz) An investigation has been launched into the

death of an elderly woman who relied on an oxygen

machine, which was compromised when her electricity

was cut off due to an overdue bill. The woman, who

lived alone and was bedridden, had her power

disconnected for a small amount, leading to concerns

from her relatives and local officials about the impact

on her health.

Despite efforts to pay the bill promptly, she died later

the same day. The local utility company has stated that

she was not registered for a secure power supply that

would prevent such disconnections for medically

vulnerable individuals. Although the woman did not die

during the power outage, her family is seeking

compensation and has expressed their grief over her

passing.

The utility company acknowledged the oversight and

offered condolences, while officials emphasized the

need for proper registration for vulnerable households

to avoid similar tragedies in the future. [Bangkok Post]

Thailand: National Health Security Office

promises patient care after clinics

withdraw

(lm) The National Health Security Office (NHSO) in

Thailand has assured patient care following the

withdrawal of 30 primary clinics from the universal

healthcare scheme, effective October 1. These clinics,

which served over 108,000 patients, stopped their

participation due to unpaid funds owed to them by the

NHSO, according to complaints from more than 200

primary care facilities.

Dr. Lalitaya Kongkam, NHSO's deputy secretary-

general, stated that community healthcare centers in

Bangkok would accommodate affected patients,

ensuring continuity of care. Patients facing challenges

in obtaining referrals or treatment at their original

clinics can now seek services at other healthcare units

without needing a referral document under emergency

measures. The NHSO is also coordinating with service

providers to resolve issues and facilitate the transfer of

medical records for ongoing treatments. [Bangkok

Post]

Thailand: Tax evasion fines could reach

USD 74 million
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(lm) The Excise Department of Thailand anticipates

collecting nearly THB 2.5 billion (approximately USD 74

million) in fines for tax evasion related to smuggling

activities during the 2024 fiscal year, which ended on

September 30. This figure reflects a significant increase

in smuggling cases, with 33,000 incidents reported—an

uptick of 28 percent compared to the previous year.

The department's seizures included over 2.6 million

cartons of smuggled foreign cigarettes, along with

300,000 cartons of untaxed domestic cigarettes. Other

contraband items seized were 147,300 bottles of

liquor, 244,723 bottles of perfume, 108,259 liters of

beverages, 2.6 million liters of oil, 1,493 motorcycles,

and 89,059 batteries.

Deputy Finance Minister Paopoom Rojanasakul

indicated that the department is intensifying its efforts

against smuggling by leveraging technology and

collaborating with various agencies, including the

Department of Provincial Administration, Department

of Business Development, and the Central

Investigation Bureau. The proactive measures include

the establishment of an Online Product Suppression

Center to monitor illegal activities across online

platforms. [Bangkok Post]

Thailand: Customers cry foul over gold

scam

(lm) Over 200 people have reported to Thailand's

Cyber Crime Investigation Bureau (CCIB), claiming they

were defrauded in an online gold jewelry scheme by a

woman known as "Khun Bainad." Victims, led by the

Foundation Campaigning to Reclaim Social Justice,

stated they paid THB 33,000 (approximately USD 980)

for gold but never received their orders.

The scam was aided by celebrity endorsements that

built trust. When victims inquired, Khun Bainad cited

shipping delays. Police estimate over 500 victims may

be involved, and complaints will be consolidated for

investigation. Khun Bainad faces fraud charges, and

the CCIB is working with the Anti-Money Laundering

Office to investigate asset seizures linked to the scam.

[Bangkok Post]

Thailand: Investigation ordered into

police escorting luxury car convoy

https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-euhlidk-l-tyj/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-euhlidk-l-tyt/


(lm) The chief of the Central Investigation Bureau has

initiated an investigation into the highway police's

actions that involved blocking regular traffic to

facilitate a convoy of luxury cars valued at

approximately THB 1.5 billion (around USD 45 million).

The convoy was traveling from Ayutthaya to Nakhon

Ratchasima to participate in a vegetarian and cultural

event.

The two officers involved have admitted to their

misconduct and have been suspended pending an

internal investigation. The police officers involved

could face disciplinary action if found at fault. It was

reported that the officers did not inform their

superiors about the escort beforehand, leading to

further scrutiny. [Bangkok Post]

Thailand: Veteran scammer arrested for

impersonating government official

(msz) A woman has been arrested in Bangkok for

impersonating a government official and mingling with

lawmakers at parliament, claiming to have connections

to high-ranking political figures. The arrest was made

after reports surfaced regarding her suspicious

activities at parliamentary sessions, leading to an

investigation.

Authorities discovered that she had a lengthy history

of fraudulent behavior, including prior convictions for

scams related to bad checks and investment fraud.

During her arrest, police found a white uniform with

fake royal decorations and other items associated with

her impersonation scheme.

Despite her denial of the charges, claiming she only

borrowed the uniform, the evidence gathered suggests

a calculated effort to deceive individuals for personal

gain. [Bangkok Post]

Thailand: Ex-dept chief reported over

groundwater abuse

(lm) A former director-general of the Department of

Groundwater Resources has been reported to police

over allegations of allowing a cassava starch factory in

Nakhon Ratchasima to operate, which has reportedly

led to the exploitation of local groundwater resources.

The complaint, lodged by lawyer Kritsada Intamara on

behalf of affected residents, accuses the official of

permitting the factory's construction near land owned
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by the Agriculture Land Reform Office (ALRO), where it

allegedly extracts groundwater illegally.

Kritsada claims the factory has been harming the

environment and misusing natural resources for years,

with inspections revealing evidence of unauthorized

groundwater extraction from ALRO land. Records

indicate that the factory was granted permits for

digging 74 wells, but further investigation revealed that

ten of these permits were forged, with incorrect serial

numbers linking them to locations far from the

province. The Anti-Corruption Division (ACD) is now set

to investigate the matter and determine if charges

should be pressed against the former official, the

factory owner, and others involved. [Bangkok Post]

Thailand: Over 2,000 foreign national

arrested for illegal employment over past

three months

(acs) The Labour Ministry of Thailand reported that

over 2,000 foreign nationals were arrested for illegal

employment over the past three months. This

crackdown followed the launch of a nationwide

inspection campaign focusing on workplaces

employing migrant workers. From June 5 to October 2,

officials inspected 20,152 outlets employing a total of

277,770 migrant workers, uncovering that 844 of these

were hiring illegal immigrants.

The main group of migrant workers consists of

Myanmar nationals, who make up 75 percent of the

detected foreign workers. Other nationals include

Cambodians, Laotians, and a small portion of

Vietnamese workers.

In addition to the arrests, Bangkok Governor

Chadchart Sittipunt has announced that the number of

street vendors will be reduced to ensure safety and

comfort for pedestrians in public areas. The city

governor aims to adopt Singapore's Hawker Centres

model to regulate street vendors and develop a new

plan. [Bangkok Post 1]

Meanwhile, in Pattaya, police arrested 20 individuals,

including 19 Chinese nationals and one Cambodian, for

illegal lending and online gambling. The arrests

occurred during raids on three villas in the Bang

Lamung district, where authorities confiscated

computers, mobile phones, and cash. The suspects

were operating in different roles, with some managing

loans and others facilitating gambling activities. Initially

charged with working without permits, further charges
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may be added as investigations continue. [Bangkok

Post 2]

Thailand: Inspectors to ramp up screening

of imports

(lm) The Thai Industry Ministry has announced

enhanced screening measures for imported goods to

prevent the smuggling of substandard products.

Minister Akanat Promphan emphasized the

importance of protecting Thai industries and has

instructed the Thai Industrial Standards Institute (TISI)

to collaborate closely with the Customs Department.

As part of this initiative, the ministry has closed the

EXEMPT 5 import channel, which previously allowed for

the import of limited quantities of TISI-controlled

goods without permits. This channel had become a

loophole for low-quality imports. In its place, a "special

import notification centre" has been established,

requiring that 144 types of controlled goods, such as

detergents and electrical plugs, be imported through

the National Single Window (NSW), regardless of

quantity.

Violators of these regulations could face penalties of

up to two years in prison, fines up to THB 2 million

(approximately USD 60,000), or both. [Bangkok Post]

Thailand: Surge in data center

investments anticipated amid growing

demand

(bk) Thailand has announced a significant investment

from Google, with the tech giant set to invest USD 1

billion in building a data center and cloud region in the

country. This investment aims to address the

increasing demand for cloud services and support

artificial intelligence adoption in Southeast Asia.

According to a Deloitte study, the project is estimated

to create an average of 14,000 jobs annually and boost

Thai GDP by THB 140 billion (USD 4.2 billion), or 0.9

percentage points, from 2025 to 2029

The data center will be located in Chonburi's industrial

estate, while the Google Cloud region will be in

Bangkok. Prime Minister Paetongtarn Shinawatra

praised the investment as aligned with Thailand's

Cloud First Policy and expressed gratitude for Google's

trust in the country's potential. This follows a similar
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announcement by Microsoft, which plans to launch its

first regional data center in Thailand. [Thai PBS World]

Data center investments in Thailand are expected to

surge over the next 3-5 years due to the growing

demand for data storage driven by smartphones, IoT

devices, streaming, and remote work.

The Board of Investment (BoI) has received

applications for 46 data center and cloud service

projects totaling nearly THB 168 billion (USD 5.1

billion). Other companies seeking investment privileges

include Amazon Web Services (AWS), NextDC, CtrlS,

STT GDC, and Evolution Data, with AWS projecting a

THB 200 billion (USD 6 billion) capital expenditure

through 2037.

While Singapore currently has the highest data center

capacity in Southeast Asia, challenges related to land

and energy may prompt operators to consider

alternative locations like Thailand, Malaysia, Indonesia,

Vietnam, and the Philippines for investment. [Bangkok

Post]

Thailand: Big things expected from new

microelectronics plant

(lm) Thailand's first silicon carbide wafer factory, set to

begin production in Lamphun province within two

years, is anticipated to significantly enhance the

country's semiconductor industry. The factory, a joint

venture between Hana Microelectronics and Thailand's

largest oil and gas company PTT, is supported by the

Thai Microelectronics Center (TMEC), which aids in

research and development for wafer fabrication.

The establishment of this factory is expected to boost

Thailand's competitiveness in the semiconductor field,

with TMEC offering comprehensive support for

microelectromechanical systems (MEMS) from design

to commercial production. The center is already

collaborating with clients in the United States, Europe,

China, and Korea, focusing on products related to

mobile phones and electric vehicles.

In addition to manufacturing, the TMEC is also involved

in workforce development for the semiconductor

industry, working with various educational and

governmental organizations to train engineers for

future growth. The TMEC's recent collaborations

include research on medical diagnostic chips with

Siriraj Hospital, which could contribute to

advancements in precision medicine. [Bangkok Post]
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Thailand: EV firms seek easing of

manufacturing conditions

(lm) Electric vehicle (EV) manufacturers are urging the

National Electric Vehicle Policy Committee in Thailand

to ease manufacturing conditions, particularly for

Chinese EV makers facing sluggish car sales. The

Federation of Thai Industries (FTI) reports that these

manufacturers, including BYD and Great Wall Motor,

are concerned about oversupply in the market, which

is exacerbated by limited auto loans and slow

economic growth.

Under the EV3.0 incentive scheme, automakers must

locally assemble EVs starting in 2024 and meet specific

production targets. Currently, companies must

produce one locally assembled EV for every imported

unit, with plans to increase this ratio to 1.5:1 in the

following year.

Despite the slowdown in overall car sales, battery EV

sales have increased by 13.8 percent year-on-year, and

hybrid EV sales have surged by 62 percent, indicating a

positive trend in the EV market. The committee is

expected to convene to discuss the manufacturers'

requests for flexibility in meeting production goals.

[Bangkok Post]

Thailand: New navy chief outlines two

priorities

(msz) In an interview with Nation TV on October 3, new

Royal Thai Navy commander-in-chief Admiral Jirapol

Wongwit outlined his two priorities stressing the

importance of national security and tradition. The two

priorities are to ensure the successful and safe royal

barge procession down the Chao Phraya River and to

complete the long-delayed procurement of a

submarine from China. [The Nation Thailand]

The King is set to ride a royal barge in the parade to

Wat Arun (Temple of Dawn) to present offerings to

monks on October 27 to mark his 72nd birthday. As for

the second priority of securing the procurement deal,

Jirapol said that project is now awaiting the decision of

new Defence Minister Phumtham Wechayachai. Jirapol

insisted that submarines were essential for protecting

Thailand’s territorial waters, and any further delays

would affect other Navy’s plans and even Thailand’s

military might.
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Thailand: Military set to withdraw from

Deep South by 2027

(msz) During the ceremony of signing a Memorandum

of Understanding (MoU) to provide joint training for

volunteer corps, Interior Ministry and the Internal

Security Operations Command (ISOC) announced the

plan to withdraw military forces from the

southernmost provinces by 2027. In place of the

military, the Interior Ministry and the ISOC planned to

strengthen volunteer forces in the provinces.

According to Interior Minister Anutin Charnvirakul, the

withdrawal plan aims to ease the military workload

while ensuring public safety. Anutin said that the

volunteers would be recruited from local communities

with certain skills, which would be honed during the

training in terms of additional drills in defending and

maintaining public order.

On the other hand, army chief Gen Charoenchai

Hintao said that ISOC would hand control of the area

to the Department of Provincial Administration,

volunteers and the police in 2027, expecting the

security situation to improve by then. If the situation

does not improve, it will be up to the government to

consider further plans. According to Prime Minister

Paetongtarn Shinawatra’s announcement on

September 25, enforcement of the Internal Security Act

will be extended in 19 districts across four southern

provinces from October 1, 2024, to September 30,

2025 due to the security situation of the region.

[Bangkok Post]

Timor-Leste: Government submits

General State Budget Proposal for 2025 to

National Parliament

(lm) On October 1, the Government of Timor-Leste, led

by Minister of Finance Santina José Rodrigues F. Viegas

Cardoso, submitted the General State Budget (GSB)

proposal for 2025 to the National Parliament. The

budget, amounting to approximately USD 2.6 billion, is

designed to align with the development strategy set

forth by the IX Constitutional Government.

The proposal emphasizes significant investment in

strategic infrastructure, aims to bolster the national

economy, and seeks to enhance living conditions for

the population. Key allocations include funds for

infrastructure construction and maintenance,
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expanding the electricity grid, and strengthening

health and education systems, alongside continued

support for vulnerable families. The draft law was

approved by the Council of Ministers before its

submission. [Government of Timor-Leste]

Timor-Leste: Government approves

measures to strengthen transparency,

efficiency in public finances

(lm) The Timorese Council of Ministers has approved a

set of strategic measures aimed at enhancing

transparency and efficiency in public finances as part

of the Public Finance Management Reform under the

IX Constitutional Government. Finance Minister

Santina José Rodrigues F. Viegas Cardoso presented

the reforms, which include a new Public Financial

Management Bill to replace the existing Law 2/2022.

This new legislation seeks to strengthen budget

planning, improve transparency in the budgetary

process, and align public spending with measurable

objectives.

The approved measures also encompass three draft

Decree Laws. The first introduces a new Procurement

and Public Contracts Code, aimed at increasing

flexibility in procurement while promoting national

suppliers and protecting whistleblowers. The second

draft establishes regulations for granting state

subsidies, ensuring that public support is allocated

transparently and efficiently. Lastly, the third draft sets

out Internal Audit Regulations to promote independent

and impartial audits of public organizations, enhancing

internal control and improving administrative

operations. [Government of Timor-Leste]

Timor-Leste: Council of Ministers appoints

new heads for public companies EDTL and

BTL

(lm) The Council of Ministers of Timor-Leste has

approved the appointment of Marito Ferreira as

Chairman of the Board of Directors of Eletricidade de

Timor-Leste, E.P. (EDTL) and Gustavo da Cruz as

Chairman of the Board of Directors of Empresa Pública

Bee Timor-Leste (BTL). These appointments, effective

November 1, 2024, will replace the previous leaders,

Paulo da Silva and Carlos Peloi dos Reis.

Both EDTL and BTL, established in 2020, are tasked

with providing essential services to the population,

https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-euhlidk-l-tjh/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-euhlidk-l-tjk/


with EDTL focusing on improving and expanding the

electricity supply network, while BTL manages water

and sanitation services to ensure quality and

accessibility. [Government of Timor-Leste]

Timor-Leste: Civil Protection authority

partners with dive resort for enhanced

emergency training

(mu) On September 30, the Secretary of State for Civil

Protection, Domingos Mariano Reis, signed a

memorandum with Aquatica Dive Resort to enhance

emergency response training for the Civil Protection

Authority's (APC) special unit. This initiative aims to

prepare APC members for effective assistance during

maritime emergencies. [Government of Timor-Leste]

Vietnam: Government frees thousands of

inmates, yet no political dissidents

included

(wn) To mark Vietnam’s National Day on September 2,

the Vietnamese government has granted clemency to

nearly 3,800 common prisoners, including

approximately 20 foreign nationals from Laos,

Thailand, China, Iceland, and the United States. The

releases, which took effect on October 1, did not

include any political dissidents or prisoners convicted

of charges related to "propaganda" against the state or

attempts to overthrow the regime. [La Croix

International]

On a notable exception, authorities released Nguyen

Thuy Hanh, who had been detained since April 2021 on

charges of "anti-state propaganda." Hanh, 61, was

diagnosed with advanced-stage cancer earlier this

year. Her release follows a three-and-a-half-year

sentence given in a secret trial in July. [Radio Free Asia]

Vietnam: Prime Minister Chinh calls on

businesses to seize Industry 4.0

opportunities

(cc) Vietnamese Prime Minister Pham Minh Chinh

urged businesspeople to maximize opportunities from

the Fourth Industrial Revolution and international

integration during a meeting in Hanoi on October 4.

The meeting, held to mark Vietnam Entrepreneurs Day,
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aimed to honor entrepreneurs for their contributions

to the country's socio-economic development.

Chinh emphasized the key role of business leaders in

advancing Vietnam's reputation and position globally.

He encouraged businesses to embrace new growth

drivers, emerging trends, and play an active role in

social welfare and supporting disadvantaged groups.

Additionally, the Prime Minister invited proposals to

improve policies and mechanisms that facilitate

business operations. [Vietnam Economic News]

[Vietnam News]

Vietnam: Foreign trade surges by 16.3

percent in first nine months of 2024

(wn) Vietnam's foreign trade totaled USD 578.47 billion

in the first nine months of 2024, showing a 16.3

percent increase year-on-year, according to the

General Statistics Office. Export revenue reached USD

299.63 billion, up 15.4 percent, while import revenue

climbed 17.3 percent to USD 278.84 billion.

Seven major export items, including electronics,

computers, textiles, and footwear, accounted for 66.4

percent of total exports, each with over USD 10 billion

in turnover.

China remained Vietnam’s largest import market, with

imports valued at USD 105 billion. [News.AZ]

Vietnam: Push for self-sufficiency in

garment and footwear raw materials

(cc) Vietnam is focusing on achieving self-sufficiency in

raw materials for its garment and footwear industries

to enhance value addition and ensure sustainable

development. Despite improvements in local

procurement rates, these industries still rely heavily on

imported materials, particularly from China.

To address this, experts stress the need for

breakthrough solutions, such as establishing a raw

material hub in Binh Duong province, which would

promote innovation and trade in the sector. The

government has been urged to support this initiative

to improve competitiveness, transparency, and

compliance with international standards, such as those

in free trade agreements (FTAs).

The development of a self-sufficient raw material base

is also essential for Vietnam’s garment and footwear
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industries to meet new global sustainability standards

and reduce dependency on contract manufacturing,

which limits added value.

A raw material trading hub is set to be operational by

2025, helping Vietnam further climb the global value

chain. Vietnam’s garment exports are expected to

reach USD 44 billion in 2024, while footwear exports

are projected to hit USD 27 billion, making the country

the third-largest footwear producer globally. [Vietnam

Plus] [Vishimex]

Vietnam: Forest carbon market could

generate hundreds of millions of USD

annually

(cc) Vietnam has the potential to generate significant

financial resources—hundreds of millions of USD

annually—through a well-managed forest carbon

market. This was highlighted by Tran Quang Bao,

Director of the Vietnam Department of Forests, at a

recent workshop on forest carbon. With over 14.8

million hectares of forests, accounting for around 42

percent of its natural land area, Vietnam's forests are

crucial for mitigating climate change impacts.

Participating in the carbon market will help Vietnam

meet its international commitments, including its

pledge for carbon neutrality by 2050 under the COP26

agreements. However, to unlock this potential,

Vietnam needs to address challenges in legal, financial,

and technical frameworks, and strengthen community

engagement.

The country is already progressing in this field, having

transferred 10.3 million tonnes of CO2 emissions,

earning USD 51.5 million under the World Bank-

supported Emission Reductions Payment Agreement.

The government is now considering expanding such

agreements to other regions to continue benefiting

from forest carbon credits. [The Star] [VietNamNet

Global]

Vietnam: Localization is key for country’s

renewable energy future

(cc) Vietnam's impressive growth in wind and solar

power generation presents a critical challenge:

achieving higher domestic content within its renewable

energy sector. Although the nation leads Southeast

Asia in renewable energy deployment, a substantial
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portion of the technology remains reliant on foreign

sources. Experts warn that this dependence restricts

long-term sustainability and economic benefits.

Recent research, including a study by UK-based think

tank Ember, confirms Vietnam's dominant position in

Southeast Asia's renewable energy landscape.

However, despite this leadership, domestically

produced equipment constitutes a meager portion of

the overall need. Statistics reveal a concerning 90%

reliance on imported equipment for renewable energy

projects.

Industry leaders and specialists have emphasized the

need for an expedited localization strategy. This

initiative aims to significantly increase domestic

production of wind turbine components, solar panels,

and other essential equipment. The potential benefits

are substantial. Experts estimate localization could

reach US$80 billion by 2050, capturing half of the total

market potential for renewable energy in Vietnam.

Vietnam's robust manufacturing sector and skilled

workforce offer a solid foundation for this localization

drive. Several Vietnamese companies already possess

the capacity to manufacture wind turbine components.

However, key challenges remain.

The absence of long-term policy frameworks and

streamlined bureaucratic processes impedes

investment and innovation in domestic production.

Additionally, some Vietnamese firms struggle to

compete with established foreign players in terms of

technological advancement and production scale.

To overcome these hurdles, experts recommend a

multi-faceted approach. Government initiatives are

crucial, including fostering long-term investment

strategies and prioritizing domestic suppliers in public

tenders. Collaborative partnerships between

Vietnamese and foreign companies can further bridge

the technological gap. [VietNamNet Global] [Vietnam

News]

Vietnam: Vietjet secures financing for four

new Airbus A321neo aircraft

(cc) Vietjet, Vietnam's leading budget carrier, has

signed an Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) with

Castlelake, a global alternative investment manager.

This agreement, announced on October 4, paves the

way for the financing of four new Airbus A321neo

aircraft valued at USD 560 million.
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Under the terms of the MOU, Castlelake intends to

provide financing for these new aircraft, which will be

delivered to Vietjet by the end of 2024. This agreement

follows a successful collaboration in 2023, where

Castlelake financed three Airbus A321neo aircraft for

Vietjet. [Aviation News] [The Investor]
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ASEAN-China commercial arbitration

cooperation center launched

(lb) A new center for commercial arbitration

cooperation between China and the Association of

Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) has been launched in

Nanning, located in China’s southern Guangxi Zhuang

Autonomous Region that borders Vietnam. The debut

took place during the China-ASEAN Commercial Law

Forum, with the goal of enhancing legal cooperation

between the two regions.

The center serves as a non-profit platform aimed at

fostering collaboration in international commercial

arbitration. It involves arbitration bodies, legal services

agencies, business associations, and university think

tanks from both China and ASEAN member countries.

This initiative seeks to create a cooperative mechanism

for resolving trade disputes and boosting economic

ties between China and ASEAN.

Initially, the center will collaborate with 11

organizations, including the Guangxi Arbitration

Association, the ASEAN Law Association, and the Asian

Institute of Alternative Dispute Resolution. It aims to

provide efficient, professional arbitration services to
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support the growing trade and regional economic

development between China and ASEAN nations. [The

Investor] [China.org.cn]

China sends emergency medical supplies

to Lebanon

(to) China has pledged to provide emergency medical

supplies to Lebanon, as hostilities between Hezbollah

and Israeli forces intensify. This assistance was

confirmed by Li Ming, spokesperson for the China

International Development Cooperation Agency,

following a request from the Lebanese government.

The medical aid aims to help Lebanon manage the

growing number of casualties from explosions and

airstrikes in the country.

The conflict in Lebanon escalated following Hezbollah’s

rocket attacks on Israel’s third-largest city, Haifa, as

part of a broader offensive in support of Hamas. The

situation has increasingly drawn attention to the

northern front, where Israeli forces and Hezbollah

have exchanged heavy fire on October 8. [Reuters]

CIA seeks to recruit informants in China,

North Korea, and Iran

(ac) The US Central Intelligence Agency (CIA) has

launched a new initiative to recruit informants in

China, Iran and North Korea following a successful

campaign to enlist informants in Russia. CIA posted

instructions in Mandarin, Korean and Farsi on its social

media accounts, and Dark Web on how individuals to

contact the agency securely via virtual private

networks. 

Encouraged by the succeed in Russia, CIA wanted

individuals living in other authoritarian regimes

understand that business with CIA is possible. It

requested names, locations, and contact details that

were not linked to the individuals' true identities, along

with information that might be of interest to the CIA. It

also warned that responses might not be immediate

and were not guaranteed.

Further targets of the CIA initiative include Iran's

conflict with Israel, its nuclear program, growing ties

with Russia, and support for militant proxies, as well as

North Korea's nuclear weapons program and

Pyongyang’s presumed arms supplies to Moscow for

the war against Ukraine. [Reuters] [BBC]
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In 2022, the CIA started recruiting Russians by sharing

Russian-language posts on its social media accounts,

explaining how to securely contact the agency after

Russia invaded Ukraine. [The Independent]

Japanese Prime Minister Shigeru's Asian

NATO proposal faces skepticism from US,

India

(sw) Japan's new Prime Minister, Shigeru Ishiba,

proposed establishing an "Asian NATO" to strengthen

regional security. However, both the US and India have

expressed reservations. Indian Foreign Minister

Subrahmanyam Jaishankar voiced skepticism, stating

that India does not share this vision, while US Assistant

Secretary of State Daniel Kritenbrink said it is

premature to discuss such a framework. [The Hindu]

[Business Times]

Japan's Foreign Minister Takeshi Iwaya acknowledged

the challenges, noting that it would be difficult to

implement a mutual defense mechanism in Asia.

The proposal aims to encompasses existing alliances,

such as the QUAD and the US-Japan-South Korea

trilateral partnership, with Ishiba stating that it would

deter China from using military force in Asia. [Reuters]

IAEA to lead marine sampling near

Fukushima

(sw) The International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) will

conduct marine sampling near the Fukushima nuclear

power plant from October 9 to 15. It aims to

corroborate Japan’s monitoring results by collecting

samples of seawater, sediment, fish, and seaweed. A

team of international experts, including those from

China, South Korea, and Switzerland, will participate in

the mission. After collection, the samples will be sent

to participating labs for radionuclide analysis. The

results will be submitted to the IAEA for evaluation,

focusing on identifying any statistically significant

differences [IAEA]

This follows an agreement between Japan and China to

resume seafood imports, contingent on third-party

countries' monitoring efforts (see AiR No. 39,

September/2024, 4).

The Fukushima Daiichi nuclear power plant was left

damaged in 2011, following a quake and tsunami
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disaster. Tokyo Electric Power Company Holdings Inc.,

the operator of the plant, began the discharge of

wastewater in August 2023, processed through an

advanced liquid processing system to remove most

contaminants. Tritium, a radioactive isotope, is still

present in the water but has been earlier confirmed by

the IAEA as far below operational limits. [Japan Today]

President of the European Bank for

Reconstruction visits Mongolia

(fs) Mongolian Prime Minister Luvsannamsrain Oyun-

Erdene received Odile Renaud-Basso, President of the

European Bank for Reconstruction and Development

(EBRD), on October 7.

Oyun-Erdene acknowledged the EBRD for its role in

supporting Mongolia’s private sector over the past 18

years, as the EBRD has invested almost USD 2.6 billion

in Mongolia’s economy through 149 projects.

The government is planning 14 large-scale

development projects, focusing on mining, energy, and

infrastructure, and the EBRD's expertise and backing

are crucial for areas like energy reform, renewable

energy, green transition, satellite city development,

infrastructure, and improving the investment climate.

Renaud-Basso is expected to sign several private

projects in the agribusiness and sustainable

construction sectors in the following days. [News.mn]

[EBRD]

South Korea to evacuate citizens from

Middle East

(ac) As tensions in the Middle East have escalated,

South Korean President Yoon Suk Yeol has ordered the

immediate dispatch of military aircraft to evacuate

South Korean nationals from the Middle East. He

issued the order during an October 2 emergency

meeting on economic and security measures in

response to the Middle East Crisis. The meeting was

also attended by key ministers and top officials,

including National Security Adviser Shin Won Sik and

National Intelligence Service Director Cho Tae-Yong.

Additionally, Yoon called for the implementation of a

24-hour monitoring system and emphasized the need

for close cooperation among relevant ministries. He

urged a comprehensive analysis to assess the potential

risks and impacts of the Middle East conflicts on South
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Korea’s economy and security, energy supply, export-

import logistics and supply chains. [The Korea Times]

Taiwan ranks fourth out of thirteen in

scam losses

(hs) In 2024, people in Taiwan may have lost up to NTD

239.5 billion (USD 7.52 billion) to scams, according to a

report based on a survey of East, Southeast, and South

Asia.

Taiwan ranked fourth in total losses behind South

Korea, Singapore, and Japan, with an average loss of

NTD 61,677 (USD 1,940) per person, representing 1

percent of Taiwan’s GDP. This data was drawn from a

survey of 5,003 Taiwanese as part of a larger study of

13 nations and territories conducted by the Global

Anti-Scam Alliance, Gogolook, and ScamAdviser.

[GASA]

The per capita loss marked a 67.7 percent rise from

the previous year, second only to South Korea, where

individual losses nearly doubled. Only 2.74 percent of

Taiwanese respondents said they would accept

fraudulent schemes offering NTD 635,640 (USD 20,000)

for sending NTD 604,858 (USD 19,000) to another

account, the lowest in Asia, while 20.8 percent of

Indians were most likely to consider such offers.

Although only 17 percent of Taiwanese said they

lacked confidence in spotting scams, overall

confidence dropped by 5 percentage points to 55

percent. About 65 percent of respondents were aware

of AI scams involving fake dialogues, voices, or images.

Social media scams rose by 21 percent to 55 percent,

overtaking text messages as the most common

method, with Facebook being the most frequent

platform with 63 percent. Identity theft affected 24

percent of victims in Taiwan, with bank transfers being

the main payment method for scams. Only 6 percent

of victims recovered their money, and nearly 30

percent did not report scams due to complicated

procedures and doubts about reporting effectiveness.

[Taipei Times]

Taiwan’s foreign minister reaffirms bid to

join CPTPP

(am) Taiwan’s Minister of Foreign Affairs Lin Chia-lung

has reiterated his hopes for Taiwan joining the

Comprehensive and Progressive Agreement for Trans-
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Pacific Partnership (CPTPP). Taiwan submitted a formal

application in September 2021. [Focus Taiwan]

Speaking at a seminar hosted in Taipei on October 2,

Lin reaffirmed the accession to CPTPP as a key policy

objective and expressed his conviction that Taiwan’s

performance demonstrates that it has the capacity to

contribute more substantially to the international

trade system, adding that the nation has completed

legal reforms to ensure its economic and trade system

meets with the CPTPP’s requirements.

He also mentioned how Taiwan’s inclusion in the

CPTPP would allow the integration of its expertise into

member countries’ markets and also accelerate

industrial upgrading throughout the CPTPP community

[Taipei Times].

The CPTPP is a free trade agreement currently

consisting of 11 party states. The members have

combined economics representing 13 percent of global

gross domestic product. China applied for membership

in September 2021, however its application is still

pending.

Taiwan office in Israel assists two

nationals to flee

(am) The Taiwanese representative office in Israel

assisted two Taiwanese nationals in escaping from the

region. The nationals sought to flee from the

increasingly tense situation in the region following

Iran’s missile strike on October 1. [Focus Taiwan]  

Taiwan’s Ministry of Foreign Affairs in August

estimated there were 266 Taiwanese nationals residing

in Israel. [Taipei Times]

Asian Development Bank projects 5.5

percent economic growth for Bhutan

(lm) The Asian Development Bank (ADB) has projected

Bhutan's economic growth at 5.5 percent for 2024,

below the finance ministry's estimate of 6.1 percent.

The ADB forecasts 7 percent growth for 2025, mainly

driven by increased government spending, higher

electricity output, and a rise in tourist arrivals. A 17

percent increase in the government budget for fiscal

year 2024-25 is expected to boost industry growth and

domestic demand.
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Key growth factors include the commissioning of the

Punatsangchhu-II hydropower project and the lifting of

a credit moratorium in July, as well as increased

tourism supported by a USD 318 million economic

stimulus program. Inflation is expected to be slightly

higher due to rising food prices, though it may ease as

the harvest season begins.

The ADB cautions about risks to growth due to

Bhutan's widening fiscal deficit and declining foreign

reserves, which have dropped from covering 14.7

months of imports in 2019 to 4.5 months by May 2024.

The reserves fell below the mandated USD 670 million,

largely due to increased imports for bitcoin mining

equipment and higher costs for food and fuel.

Additional risks include delays in hydropower projects,

low hydrological flows, and global economic

uncertainties that could impact growth. [Kuensel]

India does not share Japanese Prime

Minister Ishiba’s view of ‘Asian NATO’

(lm) External Affairs Minister S. Jaishankar stated that

India does not support Japanese Prime Minister

Shigeru Ishiba's vision of forming an "Asian NATO"

involving the Quad (India, the United States, Australia,

and Japan) to deter China. Jaishankar emphasized that

India has never been a treaty ally and does not share

Japan's strategic culture or view of a formal military

alliance in the region.

Speaking in Washington, Jaishankar highlighted India's

policy of "multi-alignment" rather than non-alignment,

indicating a more flexible approach that allows India to

join initiatives like the Quad, based on shared interests

and evolving global dynamics. He noted that India is

now more willing to take risks and make strategic

choices to protect its interests, which marks a shift

from the more defensive stance of the non-alignment

era. [The Hindu]

Bangladesh recalls envoy to India amid

major diplomatic reshuffle

(sct) Bangladesh's interim government has recalled

Mostafizur Rahman, its High Commissioner to India, as

part of a broader diplomatic reshuffle that also

involves recalling envoys from Brussels, Canberra,

Lisbon, and the United Nations in New York. The move

follows the fall of Sheikh Hasina's government in
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August 2024 and is said to be part of a retirement

process for these diplomats.

Rahman, who previously served as the Permanent

Representative to the UN in Geneva, was appointed

High Commissioner to India in 2022. The High

Commission in New Delhi will temporarily be led by the

Deputy High Commissioner until a new High

Commissioner is appointed, pending clearance from

the Indian government.[The Indian Express] [The

Hindu]

Exporters fear pricing war as India,

Pakistan lift global export curbs on rice

(cr) India and Pakistan, two of the world’s largest rice

exporters, have both lifted export restrictions, sparking

concerns of a price war in the global rice market. India,

which had imposed a ban on non-Basmati white rice

exports in 2023 due to rising domestic inflation and

food shortages, lifted the ban after a stronger-than-

expected harvest. In response, Pakistan removed its

minimum export price (MEP) for rice, which was

initially introduced to take advantage of the supply gap

caused by India’s restrictions. Pakistan had benefited

from increased export volumes, particularly to regions

such as the Gulf, Africa, and Southeast Asia, while

India’s restrictions were in place.

India dominates the global Basmati rice market,

holding a 65 percent share, while Pakistan controls the

remaining 35 percent. However, with India back in the

market, Pakistani rice exporters fear increased

competition and pressure on prices. Pakistani farmers,

who already face challenges in competing with India's

larger volumes, are concerned that the removal of the

MEP will drive down prices, affecting their income.

Despite the challenges, Pakistani exporters remain

optimistic, pointing to new market opportunities in

countries like Indonesia and the Philippines.

Experts warn that Pakistan’s decision to remove the

price floor entirely may lead to a decline in both export

volumes and revenue as buyers may return to Indian

rice suppliers now that restrictions have been lifted.

[Business Times] [Al Jazeera]

India hosts multinational Malabar Naval

Exercise
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(sct) Malabar 2024, an international naval exercise, is

being held in Visakhapatnam, India, from October 8 to

October 18. This year's edition features the

participation of the navies from India, Australia, Japan,

and the United States. Originally launched in 1992 as a

bilateral exercise between the Indian and U.S. navies,

the event has since expanded into a multilateral

platform aimed at enhancing interoperability, fostering

mutual understanding, and addressing common

maritime security challenges in the Indian Ocean and

Indo-Pacific region.

The exercise begins with a Harbour Phase in

Visakhapatnam, followed by a Sea Phase. Indian naval

forces will deploy a range of assets, including guided

missile destroyers, frigates, submarines, fighter

aircraft, and helicopters. The USS Dewey, an Arleigh

Burke-class destroyer from the U.S., HMAS Stuart from

Australia, and JS Ariake, a Murasame-class destroyer

from Japan, will also participate. Special Forces from all

four countries will be involved, focusing on joint

operations across surface, air, and anti-submarine

warfare. [Firstpost] [The Economic Times] [The Hindu]

India played ‘quiet but significant’ role in

UK-Mauritius agreement on Chagos

Archipelago

(cr/sct) Sources reported that India played a significant

behind-the-scenes role in the recent agreement

between the United Kingdom and Mauritius

concerning the Chagos Archipelago, part of the British

Indian Ocean Territory, a contribution acknowledged in

the joint statement issued by both nations.

Under the agreement, the UK has agreed to transfer

sovereignty over the Chagos Islands to Mauritius,

ending more than five decades of British control. While

Mauritius will regain sovereignty over the Chagos

Archipelago, London will retain certain sovereign rights

over Diego Garcia, the the largest island of the Chagos

Archipelago, for an initial period of 99 years, to ensure

the secure operation of a joint UK-US military base

there.

This decision follows an International Court of Justice

(ICJ) advisory opinion in 2019, which stated that the

UK's occupation of the islands was illegal and that

Mauritius was the rightful sovereign. Although the ICJ's

opinion was not legally binding, it added pressure on

the UK. Mauritius had also filed a case at the

International Tribunal for the Law of the Sea (ITLOS)

over the territorial boundary between the Maldives

and Mauritius, with the tribunal ruling in favor of both
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countries sharing the disputed area. [ANI News] [the

edition] [BBC]

World Bank expects Nepal’s economy to

grow 5.1 percent in FY 2025

(rs) Nepal's economy is expected to grow by 5.1

percent in FY 2025, up from 3.9 percent in FY 2024,

according to the World Bank's "Nepal Development

Update." This growth will be driven by increased tourist

arrivals, higher hydropower production, and better

paddy yields. The private sector is expected to benefit

from the central bank's relaxed monetary policies and

regulatory adjustments.

The economy is projected to continue expanding,

reaching 5.5 percent growth by FY 2026. However, the

World Bank highlights risks such as rising non-

performing loans, delays in capital spending, and

potential instability in migrant-receiving countries that

could affect remittances—a key source of household

income in Nepal.

The report stresses the need for infrastructure,

governance, and human capital reforms to sustain

growth, as well as developing an inclusive migration

management system to maximize the benefits of

international migration for Nepalis. [Khabarhub]

Nepal secures nearly USD 8 million in

carbon revenue for reducing emissions in

Terai Forests

(rs) Nepal is set to receive NPR 1.06 billion

(approximately USD 7.95 million) from carbon trading,

for reducing carbon dioxide emissions through its

forests in 13 districts of the Tarai region. This revenue

comes from the storage of 2.4 million tons of carbon

between 2018 and 2024 as part of the Tarai Arc

Landscape program. Nepal will receive USD 5 for every

ton of carbon dioxide emissions reduced.

The government has committed to allocate 80 percent

of the funds to local indigenous and community

beneficiaries, following a plan developed by the

Ministry of Forest and Environment. Since 2018, the

REDD+ Strategy has been implemented, targeting the

reduction of approximately 34.2 million tons of carbon

emissions by 2028 across 1.7 million hectares. The first

phase of the program has already reduced 2.3 million
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tons of carbon emissions, confirmed in 2023.

[Ratopati]

Pakistan to attract over USD 27 billion

from Saudi Arabia, other countries in

coming years

(lm) Pakistan is poised to attract over USD 27 billion in

foreign direct investment (FDI) from several countries,

primarily from Saudi Arabia, the United Arab Emirates

(UAE), Kuwait, and Azerbaijan, as reported by state-run

media. This influx of investment aims to stabilize

Pakistan's economy, which has been struggling due to

a prolonged economic crisis characterized by declining

foreign reserves and a weakening currency.

The Special Investment Facilitation Council (SIFC), a

hybrid civil-military body established in 2023 to

expedite investment decisions, is facilitating this effort.

According to Radio Pakistan, Saudi Arabia has

committed to investing USD 5 billion, while both the

UAE and Kuwait are looking to invest USD 10 billion

each. Azerbaijan has also expressed interest in

investing USD 2 billion, particularly in projects related

to space, hydrometeorology, and climate change.

In addition to these investments, the Shaanxi Coal and

Chemical Industry Group from China aims to enhance

Pakistan's energy sector through technological

advancements and joint ventures. Furthermore,

discussions are underway with Danish mining

companies to modernize Pakistan's mining industry

using advanced technologies. [Arab News]

United Kingdom to establish 280 skill

centers in Pakistan to train workers for

jobs in Middle East

(mra) The United Kingdom plans to establish 280 skill

centers in Pakistan to provide technical and vocational

training, aimed at helping Pakistanis secure jobs in the

Middle East. The project, carried out in collaboration

with Middle Eastern institutions, will focus on sectors

like security, hospitality, construction, veterinary

services, nursing, and police. Graduates will receive

joint certifications from Pakistani, UK, and Gulf

universities.

The initiative, announced during a British delegation's

visit to Pakistan, is expected to create 80,000 job

opportunities in the first phase for successful trainees.
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The visiting UK delegation emphasized promoting

educational cooperation to empower Pakistani youth,

while local officials highlighted the importance of

quality training to enhance global employability.

Workforce export is a major contributor to Pakistan’s

economy through remittances, and the government

prioritizes upskilling nationals to meet increasing

international job market demands. [ARY News] [The

Nation] [The News International] [Arab News]

Bangladesh, Pakistan, Sri Lanka among

countries facing tougher visa checks in

Italy

(tf) Italy is set to introduce tougher visa checks for

applicants from countries considered high-risk for

fraud, such as Pakistan, Bangladesh, and Sri Lanka.

This change will accompany an increase of 10,000

migrant work visas for caregivers looking after the

elderly and disabled, aimed at addressing Italy's

shortage of caregivers due to an aging population and

low birth rates.

The new visa quota adds to an already announced

452,000 work visas for the 2023-2025 period, which

represents a significant increase from previous years.

Alongside these measures, the Italian government, led

by Prime Minister Giorgia Meloni, is also cracking down

on illegal immigration while expanding legal pathways

for foreign workers.

The recent decree includes stricter anti-fraud

measures within the visa application process,

addressing concerns that crime organizations,

including the mafia, have exploited the system.

Additionally, the decree imposes penalties on NGOs

involved in sea rescues that do not properly coordinate

their operations with Italian authorities. [The Express

Tribune]

Seychelles, IMF reach staff-level

agreement on third reviews under two

fund arrangements

(mu) The International Monetary Fund (IMF) and the

Seychelles government have reached a staff-level

agreement regarding the third reviews under the

Extended Fund Facility (EFF) and the Resilience and

Sustainability Facility (RSF). This agreement, which is

subject to approval by the IMF's Executive Board,
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would release SDR 9.2 million (approximately USD 12.3

million) in financing.

During discussions held from September 18 to October

1,the IMF highlighted the Seychelles government's

strong progress in implementing policies associated

with these programs. All quantitative targets for the

third reviews were met, although several macro-

structural measures still need completion by the end

of the year.

However, the IMF noted that Seychelles' economic

growth has slowed relative to previous forecasts. A

decrease in tourist arrivals and spending per tourist,

attributed to a reduction in direct flights, has

contributed to this downturn. Inflation remains low,

with projections suggesting stability for the remainder

of 2024.

Fiscal performance in the first half of 2024 was tighter

than budgeted due to robust tax collection, leading to

an anticipated primary fiscal surplus of 1.1 percent for

the year. While the current account deficit is expected

to widen due to weaker tourism income, financial

inflows from foreign direct investment are anticipated

to help bolster the central bank's foreign exchange

reserves.

The Central Bank of Seychelles has maintained an

accommodative monetary policy, promoting private

sector credit growth while remaining prepared to

respond to any inflationary pressures. The Seychelles

authorities are also committed to enhancing

governance and combating corruption, as well as

advancing climate change mitigation and adaptation

measures under the RSF. [IMF]

Sri Lanka reaches debt-restructuring

agreement with bondholders

(lm) Sri Lanka has reached a long-awaited debt

restructuring agreement with its sovereign

bondholders, providing significant relief to the country,

which has been grappling with a severe financial crisis.

The Ministry of Finance announced that the deal was

finalized on September 19, 2024, after consultations

with the International Monetary Fund (IMF) and the

Official Creditor Committee (OCC).

President Anura Kumara Dissanayake's government,

which has been in talks with the IMF, expressed its

willingness to accept the agreement but urged that

some stringent IMF conditions be relaxed to ease the

burden on the public. This agreement is key to Sri
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Lanka's USD 2.9 billion four-year IMF bailout package,

with the country having already received three

tranches of the bailout.

The debt restructuring covers approximately USD 17.5

billion in external debts and was part of efforts

initiated by former President Ranil Wickremesinghe.

The deal follows Sri Lanka's first-ever sovereign default

in April 2022, which had triggered widespread unrest

and forced the resignation of then-President Gotabaya

Rajapaksa.

The current government had criticized the IMF deal as

overly restrictive during the recent presidential

campaign but is now working within its framework to

stabilize the economy. [The Hindu]

Sri Lanka secures USD 200 million from

World Bank for RESET Program’s second

phase

(aa) Sri Lanka has secured a USD 200 million financing

package from the International Development

Association (IDA) of the World Bank to support the

second phase of its Resilience, Stability, and Economic

Turnaround (RESET) Development Policy Financing

(DPF) program.

This funding is part of the World Bank’s ongoing

support for Sri Lanka’s comprehensive reform efforts,

designed to address the root causes of its economic

crisis. The RESET DPF program, aligned with the IMF’s

Extended Fund Facility (EFF), spans 2023–2024,

focusing on macroeconomic stabilization and

protecting vulnerable populations. The first phase,

implemented in 2023, secured USD 500 million after

fulfilling seven key prior actions under three pillars.

The three pillars guiding the RESET DPF program are

Improving Economic Governance, Enhancing Growth

and Competitiveness, and Protecting the Poor and

Vulnerable. The second phase, supported by this USD

200 million loan, will begin in 2024, contingent on the

Sri Lankan government meeting nine prior actions and

maintaining a stable macroeconomic framework. [The

Island] [Daily Mirror]

ADB delegation meets Sri Lanka’s

President Dissanayake
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(aa) On October 7, an Asian Development Bank (ADB)

delegation led by Country Director Takafumi Kadono

met with Sri Lankan President Anura Kumara

Dissanayake to discuss ongoing support for the

country’s economic and social development. The ADB

reaffirmed its commitment to enhancing key sectors,

particularly tourism, which is vital for Sri Lanka's

growth.

President Dissanayake requested specific support for

developing tourism in the Northern Region, to which

the ADB expressed willingness to collaborate. The

delegation also showed interest in aiding the energy

sector, small-scale entrepreneurs, and the financial

sector, highlighting their importance for sustainable

economic growth. [The Island]

UN offers support for Sri Lanka’s anti-

corruption initiative

(aa) The United Nations has pledged its technical and

financial support to assist Sri Lanka's anti-corruption

initiative, a key part of President Anura Kumara

Dissanayake’s election manifesto.

During a meeting on October 3, UN Resident

Coordinator Marc-André Franche met with President

Dissanayake and conveyed warm regards from UN

Secretary-General António Guterres. Franche praised

the President's ethical political campaign and

expressed optimism for the initiative as a hopeful step

toward Sri Lanka's future. He acknowledged the

challenges ahead, especially with high public

expectations, but assured the UN’s continued backing

for the country’s International Monetary Fund (IMF)

program and efforts to alleviate poverty. [The Island]

Brunei falls one spot in Global Innovation

Index ranking

(oc) Brunei ranked 88th out of 133 economies in the

Global Innovation Index 2024, released by the World

Intellectual Property Organization (WIPO), a drop of

one position compared to last year's 87th. Regionally,

Brunei ranked 14th out of 17 economies in Southeast

Asia, East Asia, and Oceania.

The Global Innovation Index evaluates economies

worldwide based on their innovative capabilities,

defined and assessed through around 80 factors

grouped into innovation output or innovation input.
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WIPO identified both strengths and weaknesses for

Brunei. The nation's strengths include a favorable

pupil-to-teacher ratio, business stability, and applied

tariff rates, with government effectiveness ranked

16th. However, weaknesses were noted in high carbon

energy usage and limited ownership of patents or

intellectual property.

Overall, the Global Innovation Index concluded that

while Brunei has strong institutions, its market

sophistication and creative outputs remain limited.

[Borneo Bulletin] [WIPO]

Nearly 40,000 Cambodian workers

detained in Thailand

(ma) According to Radia Free Asia, Thailand has

detained around 40,000 migrant workers from

Cambodia, along with workers from Myanmar, Laos,

and Vietnam, in nation-wide crackdown on migrant

workers lacking proper official identification and

documentation papers. Spanning 120 days and kicked

off in June, the operation aimed to address labor

violations among undocumented workers. It

particularly targets those lacking proper legal

documentation, leading to fines and potential

deportation. [RFA]

259 Cambodians have been prosecuted. [Kiri Post]

Cambodia reaffirms support for

Palestinian statehood, ASEAN consensus

on Myanmar at UN meeting

(ma) During the 79th UN General Assembly, Cambodia

reiterated its strong support for the establishment of a

Palestinian state within a two-state solution framework

to resolve the Israeli-Palestinian conflict. Foreign

Minister Sok Chenda Sophea emphasized peaceful

negotiations as the pathway to a lasting resolution.

Additionally, Cambodia reiterated its endorsement of

ASEAN's Five-Point Consensus on Myanmar,

advocating for dialogue to resolve the ongoing political

crisis in Myanmar. Cambodia called for international

support of the consensus and reaffirmed its

commitment to a Myanmar-led political process,

promoting peace and stability in the region. [Asia News

Network]
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UNHRC acknowledges Cambodia’s

progress in human rights reforms

(ma) During its 57th regular session, the United

Nations Human Rights Council (UNHRC) approved

Cambodia’s fourth Universal Periodic Review (UPR)

report recognizing Cambodia's strides in improving

human rights, particularly in judicial and governance

reforms, and the country's efforts in aligning policies

with international standards and promoting the rights

of vulnerable populations. The reforms include

measures to protect labor rights, enhance access to

justice, and strengthen laws regarding the protection

of women and children. [Khmer Times]

However, concerns remain about issues such as

freedom of expression and political participation.

Critics, including Human Rights Watch and Amnesty

International, have pointed out persistent limitations

on media freedom and political dissent. These

concerns are especially relevant in the lead-up to

elections and amidst the ongoing crackdown on

opposition figures and activists. Both organizations

have urged Cambodia to make meaningful reforms,

especially regarding its suppression of independent

media and civil society voices. [HRW]

Cambodia to host Francophonie Summit

in 2026

(ma) Cambodia has officially been selected to host the

2026 Francophonie Summit. The announcement was

made during the recent Francophonie Summit in

Tunisia, where Cambodia was chosen for its

commitment to the French-speaking community and

its active role in fostering Francophone relations.

The summit is expected to bring together heads of

state, government officials, and representatives from

across the Francophone world to discuss issues such

as economic cooperation, education, and cultural

exchange. [Khmer Times]

Laos hosts ASEAN summit

(anl) Laos is hosting the 44th and 45th ASEAN Summit

and Related Summits in Vientiane this week.

In a move that has been criticized by human rights

groups, NGOs and opponents of the junta inside the

country, Myanmar will send a Foreign Ministry official
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to the ASEANSummit for the first time since the

military regime seized power three years ago.

Beyond Myanmar as focus, the gathering will cover

wider, global issues, including the Ukraine-Russia war

and the Israel-Hamas conflict. [VoA]

Laos: World Bank funds climate-smart

roads in Laos

(cc) The World Bank has approved a USD 56 million

grant for a climate-resilient road project in Laos.

Targeting neglected rural areas in central and southern

provinces, the project aims to improve connectivity for

600,000 people by upgrading roads to withstand floods

and landslides, boost economic activity and

agricultural production in remote regions and enhance

Laos' climate change adaptation strategy.

This project addresses a critical infrastructure gap,

focusing on rural roads often neglected in past

investments. Funding will support construction,

technical assistance, and capacity building for Laotian

road agencies. [The Laotian Times] [World Bank]

Malaysia aims to boost economic ties at

ASEAN summit

(oc) Malaysia is focusing on strengthening economic

cooperation within ASEAN and therefore enhancing its

regional trade at this week’s 45th ASEAN summit in

Laos. Investment, Trade and Industry Minister Abdul

Aziz said Malaysia will priorities these imperatives and

seek progress in boosting regional trade.

Abdul Aziz has also said his key focus is on ensuring

regional unity is strengthened due to global

uncertainties. He believes in an unknown and highly

volatile world with geopolitical fragmentation and

ambiguous inflation ASEAN must be united to boost

regional security but also to be a teacher to the world.

The minister also commented that a final key aim

Malaysia has is to make ASEAN a modernizing

organization. Modern ASEAN, according to Aziz and

other Malaysian officials, must invest in technology

cross nationally so that both national and regional

economic progress is heightened. [Malay Mail 1]

[Malay Mail 2]

Malaysia will take over from Laos as ASEAN chair on

October 11. Anwar Ibrahim, Malaysia’s Prime Minister,
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said they will focus on establishing unity and

collaboration amongst ASEAN nations during his time

as ASEAN chairman. [Malaysian Reserve]

Thai prime minister urges ASEAN to act on

Myanmar crisis amid ongoing civil war

(sc) On October 7, Thai Prime Minister Paetongtarn

Shinawatra called for ASEAN to take decisive action in

ending the civil war in Myanmar, just days ahead of the

bloc's annual summit in Laos on October 9.

Paetongtarn emphasized the need for ASEAN to play a

critical role in restoring peace to Myanmar, where the

military’s 2021 coup sparked widespread armed

rebellion. She added that Thailand will work with

Malaysia, the upcoming ASEAN chair, to pursue

diplomatic efforts to resolve the conflict. This signals a

renewed push by the 10-member bloc as it gathers for

high-level discussions, with the Myanmar crisis

expected to dominate the agenda. [Reuters]

Despite ASEAN's Five-Point Consensus peace plan

unveiled in April 2021, progress has been minimal, as

Myanmar’s junta continues to refuse dialogue with

opposition forces, whom they label as terrorists.

Thailand’s Prime Minister puts forward

agenda for ACD Summit in 2025

(acs) Thailand's Prime Minister Paetongtarn Shinawatra

has highlighted the ‘Asian Century’ agenda for the Asia

Cooperation Dialogue (ACD) Summit in 2025. The

agenda covers comprehensive and multidimensional

cooperation among member countries by developing

cultural, economic, and political relations. The Prime

Minister emphasized the importance of international

sports events such as the 2022 FIFA World Cup, stating

that these events help create strong ties among

nations through peaceful means as part of ‘Sports

Diplomacy’.

Additionally, she addressed Thailand’s economic and

geopolitical strategies, asserting that Thailand’s

strategic location between East and West enhances its

role in international trade, particularly in agricultural

production. Therefore, Thailand’s key aim is to

strengthen trade networks and the global supply chain.

In this regard, she urged member states to increase

collaboration to boost economic growth and

development within six key pillars: ‘Connectivity,
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Science and Technology, Education and Human

Resources, Food, Water, and Energy Security, Culture

and Tourism, and Sustainable Development’.

The Prime Minister also added a new pillar, ‘Trade and

Investment Cooperation’, to enhance regional

cooperation in finance and trade. Overall, she

emphasized the importance of regional cooperation in

addressing global challenges such as climate change

and geopolitical conflicts at the ACD Summit in 2025.

[National News Bureau of Thailand]

IMF downgrades Philippine economic

growth forecast for 2024, 2025

(rr) The International Monetary Fund (IMF) has revised

its economic growth forecast for the Philippines for

2024 and 2025, lowering it due to high food prices

impacting private consumption. The IMF now

anticipates the economy will grow by 5.8 percent in

2024, down from the previous estimate of 6 percent,

and by 6.1 percent in 2025, slightly revised from 6.2

percent. Despite this adjustment, the Philippines

continues to be one of the fastest-growing economies

in Asia.

The IMF also highlighted that easing inflation,

increased foreign investments, and public-private

partnerships are expected to bolster future growth.

However, challenges such as global economic

slowdowns and commodity price volatility pose risks to

this outlook. Furthermore, the IMF commended the

Philippines for its progress in combating financial

crimes, encouraging continued efforts to exit the

Financial Action Task Force (FATF) grey list. [ABSCBN

News]

Info-Pacific countries to cooperate

militarily with Timor-Leste

(mu) Lieutenant General Domingos Raul 'Falur Rate

Laek,' Commander of the Timor-Leste Armed Defense

Forces (FALINTIL-FDTL), announced that the 40

member countries participating in the Indo-Pacific

Annual Meeting in Hawaii have committed to

enhancing military cooperation with Timor-Leste.

Discussions focused on the role of artificial intelligence

and global issues, particularly in making inclusive

decisions regarding security and defense.
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During his visit, General Rate Laek also met with the

Chief of Staff of the Philippine Military to further

discuss strategies for intensifying military

collaboration. [Tatoli, in Indonesian]

Previously, from September 23 to September 28,

United States, Australian, and Japanese naval forces

conducted a multilateral exercise in the Timor Sea

aimed at promoting a free and open Indo-Pacific. [US

Navy]

Vietnam protests Chinese force’s attack

on fishermen in contested South China

Sea waters

(lm) Vietnam has accused Chinese law enforcement of

a “brutal” attack on a Vietnamese fishing vessel in

disputed waters of the South China Sea. The incident,

which occurred near the Paracel Islands, resulted in

injuries to 10 Vietnamese fishermen, with three

suffering broken bones, according to state media. The

attack has been condemned by Hanoi, which called for

Beijing to respect Vietnam’s sovereignty over the

Paracels and demanded an investigation.

In response to the attack, Vietnam and the Philippines

have strengthened their security cooperation, with

both nations condemning China’s actions and calling

for accountability. The United States also expressed

concern, urging China to desist from actions that

destabilize the region. [Radio Free Asia] [TIME]

China, on the other hand, claimed that the Vietnamese

boat was fishing illegally in Chinese waters and

defended its actions as restrained and professional,

rejecting Vietnam’s protest. Beijing also dismissed the

comments from Manila, accusing the Philippines of

trying to internationalize and escalate the situation for

its own political gains. [Global Times]

Turkey imposes anti-dumping duties on

solar imports from five countries,

exempts key manufacturers

(wn) Turkey's Directorate General of Imports (DGI)

concluded an anti-dumping investigation into solar

module imports from Croatia, Jordan, Thailand,

Malaysia, and Vietnam. The investigation, launched in

March, aimed to determine whether these countries

were circumventing the anti-subsidy duties of USD 20
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per square meter imposed on Chinese modules in

2023.

The DGI decided to impose a USD 25 per square meter

tariff on solar modules imported from these countries,

effective September 27, 2024. However, exemptions

were granted to units of Jinkosolar in Malaysia, JA Solar

and Vina Solar in Vietnam, and Trina Solar in Thailand.

All other manufacturers in the five countries are

subject to the USD 25 per square meter tariff. The

names of the affected manufacturers were not

disclosed. [pv magazine]

Bangladesh, India leaders likely to meet

on sidelines of BIMSTEC Summit

(asa/lm) Bangladesh's Chief Adviser to the interim

government, Muhammad Yunus, and Indian Prime

Minister Narendra Modi are expected to meet during

the upcoming Bay of Bengal Initiative for Multi-Sectoral

Technical and Economic Cooperation (BIMSTEC)

Summit in Thailand next month. Initially scheduled for

September 4, the summit was postponed, and

Thailand will host while Bangladesh assumes the next

chair.

Bangladeshi officials recently confirmed that there was

no meeting between the two leaders during the 79th

United Nations General Assembly in New York due to

scheduling conflicts. However, discussions were held

with India’s External Affairs Minister S. Jaishankar,

where both sides reaffirmed the importance of

maintaining strong bilateral relations. They also

discussed restoring the visa process for Bangladeshi

citizens and reviewed Bangladesh’s internal security,

with assurances given about improvements in the

country's security situation.[The Bangla News]

In a related development, Indian High Commissioner

to Bangladesh, Pranay Verma, met with Hossain on

October 3 to further discuss enhancing bilateral

cooperation. This meeting focused on key issues such

as resuming regular visa services, boosting trade,

advancing joint projects, and fostering stronger

people-to-people connections. Both parties

underscored the need for continued collaboration and

the activation of regular diplomatic mechanisms to

further strengthen ties between the two countries.

[The Business Standard]

These diplomatic engagements occur amid heightened

tensions following the recent collapse of the Sheikh

Hasina government. Contributing to the strained

relations was a brief ban on hilsa fish exports from
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Bangladesh to India, implemented in September 2024,

citing the need to prioritize domestic supply during the

high-demand Durga Puja festival.

In a sign of improving relations, 410 tons of hilsa fish

have been exported to India through the Benapole

Land Port in seven consignments. The export price for

hilsa has been set at USD 10 per kilogram, following an

established order from previous years. All shipments

are required to be completed by October 12, as

directed by the Ministry of Commerce. [Dhaka Tribune]

Bangladesh's interim leader seeks

Malaysia's support for repatriation of

Rohingya refugees

(lm) Bangladesh's interim leader, Muhammad Yunus,

sought Malaysia's support in addressing the Rohingya

refugee crisis during bilateral talks with Malaysian

Prime Minister Anwar Ibrahim in Dhaka on October 4.

Yunus requested Malaysia, as the upcoming chair of

the Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) in

2025, to raise the issue of repatriating Rohingya

refugees from Bangladesh to Myanmar. Bangladesh

currently hosts around 1 million Rohingya refugees,

and Yunus emphasized the urgency of resolving this

crisis.

The meeting marked a significant milestone as it was

the first visit by a foreign leader to Bangladesh since

Yunus assumed leadership of the interim government

on August 8. It was also the first visit by a Malaysian

prime minister to Bangladesh in over a decade. Yunus

took office following a mass uprising that led to the

ousting of former Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina, and

his government has since pledged to implement

reforms and revive the struggling Bangladeshi

economy.

During their talks, Yunus and Anwar Ibrahim discussed

a broad range of issues aimed at enhancing bilateral

cooperation between the two Muslim-majority nations.

Key areas of discussion included boosting trade,

finalizing a free trade agreement, and expanding

collaboration in agriculture, energy, education, the

semiconductor industry, and connectivity. Yunus

highlighted the importance of exploring new economic

opportunities to strengthen ties and improve the

livelihoods of their citizens.

Another crucial topic discussed was the status of

Bangladeshi migrant workers in Malaysia. Malaysia

remains a key destination for Bangladeshi workers,

with around 800,000 Bangladeshis employed in various
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sectors, including construction, manufacturing, and

services. However, issues such as corruption in the

recruitment process and labor rights violations have

been persistent challenges.

Anwar Ibrahim reaffirmed Malaysia’s commitment to

improving working conditions for foreign laborers,

stating, “We need more workers, but they can’t be

treated as modern slaves.” He also announced

Malaysia's plan to recruit an additional 18,000

Bangladeshi workers, with promises to ensure that

their rights and dignity are respected.

The leaders also touched upon educational

cooperation, noting that over 6,000 Bangladeshi

students are currently studying at higher education

institutions in Malaysia. Both sides agreed on the

importance of strengthening cultural and educational

ties, further contributing to the long-standing

relationship between the two nations. [ABC News]

[Prothom Alo]

Bangladesh lifts mandatory 100 percent

inspection on imports from Pakistan

(asa) The National Board of Revenue (NBR) of

Bangladesh has lifted the mandatory 100 percent

physical inspection of goods imported from Pakistan,

aligning the inspection process with that for imports

from other countries. The decision, announced on

September 29, aims to ease business operations by

reducing time and costs for traders. Previously, all

goods from Pakistan required full inspection, even if

no irregularities were found, which added extra

workload and expenses.

Business leaders have welcomed the change, noting

that the mandatory inspections had increased costs

and caused delays, negatively affecting trade efficiency.

In fiscal year 2022-23, Bangladesh imported goods

worth USD 699 million from Pakistan, primarily raw

materials for the garment industry, while exports to

Pakistan were valued at USD 74 million. The imported

goods from Pakistan include cotton, salt, sulphur,

machinery, chemicals, and other materials used in

various industries. [The Business Standard]

Italy pledges swift processing of work

visas for Bangladeshi migrants
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(asa) The Italian Ambassador to Bangladesh, Antonio

Alessandro, has announced that the Italian Embassy in

Dhaka, with additional support from Rome, is taking

decisive steps to address the significant backlog in

processing work visas for Bangladeshi citizens. This

commitment was made during a high-level meeting

aimed at strengthening migration ties between the two

countries. [Bangla News 24]

The foreign adviser representing the interim

government expressed Bangladesh’s strong dedication

to combating irregularities that hinder lawful and

efficient migration to Italy. The government reiterated

its commitment to ensuring a smooth and regulated

migration process that benefits both nations.

Moreover, Italian Ambassador assured that the

backlog would be swiftly cleared, allowing more

Bangladeshis to seek employment opportunities in

Italy, thereby reinforcing the long-standing partnership

between the two countries. [The Business Standard]

Bangladesh's USD 800 million repayment

to Russia in limbo

(lm) Bangladesh's repayment of approximately USD

809 million to Russia for the Rooppur Nuclear Power

Plant project is currently stalled due to international

sanctions on Russia following its invasion of Ukraine.

These sanctions have affected at least 10 Russian

banks, preventing their use of the SWIFT payment

system, which has led Bangladesh Bank to deposit

funds in an escrow account until an alternative

payment method is determined.

The Rooppur Nuclear Power Plant, Bangladesh's first

nuclear power project, is being built with Russian

assistance and involves a loan agreement signed in

2016 for around USD 13 billion. The project is being

executed by the Russian state-owned company

Atomstroyexport, under Rosatom. The power plant will

have two units with a combined capacity of 2,400

megawatts, aimed at boosting the country's energy

infrastructure.

The repayment includes both interest payments and a

ten percent advance payment, but transactions have

been stalled for over a year. The central bank, along

with the Economic Relations Division (ERD), is exploring

ways to settle the payment issue, including discussions

on alternative channels. Partial advance payments in

Bangladeshi currency are also being considered, as the

Russian contractor has agreed to receive payment in

the local currency. The principal repayment is

scheduled to begin in 2027, but the interim
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government has proposed extending it to 2029.

Currently, approximately 69 percent of the project has

been completed, with construction expected to be

finished by December 2025. [The Daily Star]

Bhutanese, Indian commerce secretaries

meet to enhance trade infrastructure

(lm) Indian and Bhutanese commerce secretaries met

on September 27 to enhance cross-border trade

infrastructure. The meeting focused on establishing an

Integrated Check Post at Jaigaon-Phuentsholing and

rail links between Kokrajhar-Gelephu and Banarhat-

Samtse.

Discussions included improving trade routes for areca

nuts and food imports, setting up border haats, and

recognizing Bhutan's food safety authority. The parties

also discussed importing boulders and timber, and

finalizing fertilizer supply agreements.

Both sides agreed to expedite infrastructure

development and further strengthen bilateral trade

and connectivity. The next meeting will be held in

India. [Kuensel]

India’s Reliance Group to develop 1.27 GW

renewable energy projects in Bhutan

(lm) Reliance Group, an Indian conglomerate led by

Anil Ambani, the younger brother of Mukesh Ambani,

one of Asia's richest individuals, announced it will

jointly develop renewable energy projects in Bhutan

with Druk Holding and Investments, the investment

arm of the Bhutanese government. The plan includes

building 500 megawatts of solar power and 770

megawatts of hydro power projects. A new subsidiary,

equally owned by Reliance Power and Reliance

Infrastructure, will be formed for this initiative. The

investment amount has not been disclosed.

Reliance Power, aiming to expand in the renewable

sector, recently raised USD 183 million and plans

further fundraising. This development follows other

significant renewable energy investments in Bhutan,

such as the 570 megawatt hydro project agreement

signed by Gautam Adani's conglomerate in June. [mint]

Meanwhile, the 1,200 MW Punatsangchhu-I

Hydropower Project in Bhutan is moving forward with

dam construction, including stabilization measures for

the right bank after a major landslide halted progress.
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After 11 years of discussions, Bhutan and India have

agreed to proceed, although details of the stabilization

plan are still under review.

Previously, Bhutan proposed building a barrage

instead of a dam, supported by a detailed project

report costing BDT 150 million (USD 1.8 million).

However, Indian officials raised safety concerns about

the barrage. The project's cost has escalated from an

initial BDT 35 billion (USD 420 million) to approximately

BDT 100 billion (USD 1.2 billion), with BDT 86 billion

(USD 1.03 billion) already spent. Delays have continued

since the initial landslide in 2013, with failed

stabilization efforts in 2016 and 2019. [Kuensel]

Brunei businesses to benefit from

Singapore expertise through new MoU

(ga) Brunei’s National Chamber of Commerce and

Industry (NCCIBD) signed a memorandum of

understanding (MoU) with Singapore’s Digital Economy

Partnership Agreement International Centre (DEPA IC)

and the APAC Innovation and Collaboration Centre

(AICC) on October 2. The MoU includes initiatives like

market immersion, business matching, digitalization

workshops, and mentorship to expand Brunei’s

entrepreneurial reach into global markets.

This agreement aims to create new business

opportunities and explore cross-border digital

prospects for Bruneian companies, leveraging DEPA’s

international networks and digitalization expertise. The

collaboration will focus on helping Bruneian

businesses internationalize, innovate, and transform

digitally. It will also explore opportunities for green and

sustainable growth through digital technologies.

[Borneo Bulletin]

China invests USD 1.7 Billion in

Cambodia’s Funan Techo canal

(ma) China is investing USD 1.7 billion in Cambodia's

Funan Techo Canal, a key infrastructure project aimed

at boosting Cambodia's trade by connecting it to deep-

water ports.

This canal, co-funded by Cambodia and China, is

expected to reduce Cambodia's reliance on

neighboring Vietnam for trade routes. Observers see

this investment as part of China's broader geopolitical

strategy in the region, strengthening its influence over
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Cambodia and enhancing trade leverage in Southeast

Asia. [Cambodia Daily]

The project has stirred regional concerns about China's

growing presence in Cambodia, particularly regarding

environmental impacts on the Mekong Delta and

potential military use of related infrastructure. [CFR]

Cambodia affirms openness towards U.S.

access at port expanded with Chinese

assistance

(ma) Cambodia has expressed openness to allowing

U.S. naval ships to dock at a key port that is currently

being expanded with assistance from China. The port

in question, Ream Naval Base, has been a point of

concern for Western nations due to China's

involvement in its development, sparking fears of

potential Chinese military influence in Southeast Asia.

Cambodia has downplayed these concerns, affirming

that the base would remain open for international use,

including by the United States, to maintain neutrality

and cooperation.

This statement follows growing geopolitical tension in

the region, where China’s growing presence has raised

alarms among Western powers. Cambodian officials

have stressed that their partnership with China on

infrastructure does not equate to exclusive military ties

and that the base’s expansion is intended for broader

international cooperation.

The announcement signals Cambodia's intent to

balance its relationship with global powers, aiming to

ease concerns of militarization while fostering

economic and strategic ties with both China and the

U.S. [Reuters]

In 2021, a US defense attaché was denied full access to

the Ream Naval Base. In addition, buildings, funded by

Washington, were demolished as part of a planned

upgrade initiated by China, with Cambodian officials

quick to assure that China had nothing to do with the

demolitions. US and Cambodia had held military drills

at the Ream Naval Base before its upgrade begun in

2022. However, the two sides have become

increasingly alienated, since then over the US suspicion

that that China will ultimately control the base to exert

influence in the Indo-Pacific. [The EurAsian Times]
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North Korean hackers target Cambodia

with sophisticated malware

(ma) North Korean state-sponsored hackers have

reportedly launched a malware campaign, "Shrouded

Sleep," primarily targeting Cambodia and other

Southeast Asian nations. The cyber-espionage

operation, attributed to APT37, uses phishing emails

with attached malware to infiltrate important

organizations. The malware, known as VeilShell,

creates backdoors into compromised systems,

allowing attackers to exfiltrate data and control

infected machines remotely.

Researchers noted that the malware is stealthy,

delaying its execution to evade detection. Documents

written in Khmer and English were used as decoys to

distract victims while the malware installed itself in the

background.

Despite long-standing diplomatic ties between

Cambodia and North Korea, the motivation behind this

campaign remains unclear. Cybersecurity experts

highlighted North Korea’s growing expertise in

deploying sophisticated, stealthy tools in espionage

campaigns across the region. [The Record]

Cambodian worker deported from

Malaysia for criticizing Hun Sen

(ma) Nuon Toeun, a Cambodian domestic worker in

Malaysia, was deported after posting a video online

criticizing Cambodia's former Prime Minister and

current Seante president Hun Sen. In the video, she

referred to him as "despicable," which led Malaysian

police, in cooperation with the Cambodian Embassy, to

arrest her.

Following her deportation, she was detained in Phnom

Penh and charged with incitement, sparking concern

over Cambodia’s ongoing crackdown on political

dissent and free speech, especially against those

expressing opposition to the government. [RFA]

The arrest has triggered international criticism,

particularly from human rights groups, who view it as

an alarming example of Cambodia's efforts to stifle

free speech beyond its borders. Observers fear that

such actions create a dangerous precedent for how

governments handle criticism from their citizens

abroad, especially with neighboring countries'

cooperation. [CNN] [Human Rights Watch]
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Toeun’s case was the second last week in which

Cambodian authorities brought incitement charges

violating the right to freedom of expression. On

September 30, Cambodian military police arrested and

detained the award-winning journalist Mech Dara in

apparent reprisal for his investigative journalism (see

article in this edition).

The cases underscore the increasing power of the

Cambodian government’s long arm faced by migrant

workers who express their political views and may face

deportation, detention, or worse upon returning to

their home countries.

Cambodia, Qatar to collaborate on

education reform

(ma) Cambodia and Qatar engaged in discussions

about education reform during the Asia Cooperation

Dialogue (ACD), focusing on enhancing the quality and

accessibility of education. Cambodian Minister of

Education, Hang Chuon Naron, and Qatari

representatives highlighted the importance of

modernizing curriculums and improving teacher

training to meet global standards. Both countries

agreed to collaborate on initiatives to develop human

resources and improve education systems through

knowledge sharing and technical assistance.

The two nations also explored opportunities to expand

education partnerships, contributing to regional

stability and development. [Khmer Times]

Dozens of Indians rescued from cyber

scam operations in Cambodia

(ma) Indian authorities have successfully rescued over

190 Indian nationals trapped in Cambodia after being

lured into fake job offers and forced to work in cyber

scam operations. The victims were coerced into

performing illegal online activities, such as phishing

and extortion schemes, under severe threats from

criminal gangs.

Many victims had been recruited under the guise of

legitimate employment, only to be exploited for illegal

cyber activities in remote locations. These operations

are often run by organized criminal syndicates

targeting vulnerable individuals, especially from

countries like India, offering high-paying jobs abroad.

Once in Cambodia, workers faced harsh conditions
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and threats of violence if they refused to comply with

the scam operations. [Indian Express] [RFA]

Cambodian, Turkish defence leaders

strengthen military cooperation

(ma) General Mao Sophan, Commander of the Royal

Cambodian Army, held a strategic meeting with Bilal

Durdali, Türkiye's Deputy Minister of National Defence,

during the KADEX 2024 event, an international defense

and aerospace exhibition held in Kazakhstan. The

discussion focused on expanding bilateral military

cooperation between Cambodia and Turkey.

The two leaders explored various opportunities to

strengthen defense ties, with a particular emphasis on

military training, collaboration in the defense industry,

and joint capacity-building initiatives. [Khmer Times]

Phnom Penh Governor strengthens urban

development cooperation with France

(ma) Khuong Sreng, Governor of Phnom Penh and

Permanent Vice President of the International

Association of Francophile Mayors (AIMF), met with

Frédéric Vallier, AIMF's Delegate General, in Paris on

October 2 during the 102nd AIMF Bureau Meeting.

The meeting highlighted both sides’ commitment to

fostering deeper collaborations, particularly in urban

development and international cooperation,

reinforcing Phnom Penh's growing significance within

the AIMF network. [Khmer Times]

Cambodia, Canada to strengthen trade

and investment

(ma) Cambodia and Canada are set to enhance trade

and investment relations after a 30 percent increase in

bilateral trade during the first eight months of 2024.

The commitment was solidified during a meeting

between Cambodian Development Council’s vice-

chairman, Sun Chanthol, and Canadian officials in

Montreal. Both parties identified key sectors for

investment, including agriculture, pharmaceuticals,

and renewable energy.

Cambodia has been positioning itself as a strong

destination for Canadian investors, with the trade
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focus on garments, electronics, and vehicles. In 2023,

Cambodia exported USD 869.54 million worth of goods

to Canada, while Canada's exports, primarily vehicles

and electronics, surged by over 100 percent. [The Star]

China, Russia conduct first Arctic patrol,

naval drills in Pacific

(alk/to) In a historic first, Chinese coastguard patrol

ships entered the Arctic on October 1, China’s national

day, as part of a joint exercise with Russia. The

country’s first coastguard patrol in the Arctic marked

the 75th anniversary of the People’s Republic of China.

[Ministry of Defense, China]

Four ships traveled from the North Pacific to the Arctic

for the exercise, which aimed to improve coordination

in maritime law enforcement and expand the

operational range of China’s coastguards. China's

coastguard stated that the drills tested their ability to

operate in unfamiliar waters and strengthened their

role in international and regional maritime

governance. [South China Morning Post]

This comes after last month, the two countries also

conducted joint air and sea drills, including their first-

ever coastguard exercise (see AiR No. 39,

September/2024, 4).

In response, the US Navy deployed at least three

warships in the Northern Pacific to support homeland

defense operation, including destroyers USS Kidd and

USS Sterett, along cruiser USS Lake Erie, to enhance

defense operations near Alaska. [Newsweek]

Observers see Russia and China’s growing cooperation

in the Arctic, along with their maritime, cyber, and

space capabilities as posing a threat to NATO’s limited

communications and data infrastructure in the region,

which is vulnerable to hybrid warfare. China’s polar

satellites, unmanned underwater vehicles, and

research vessels, including three icebreakers (see AiR

No. 37, September/2024, 2), give it an advantage in

tracking Arctic shipping routes, mapping the seabed,

and monitoring sea-ice and aerial movements.

Additionally, a joint venture between Russia’s state-

owned Rosatom and China’s Hainan Yangpu NewNew

Shipping company will enhance Arctic infrastructure

and build ice-class container vessels for year-round

operations (see AiR No. 30, July/2024, 4). This

partnership strengthens Moscow’s ability to monitor its

Arctic coastline and protect Russian ballistic missile

submarines. [GIS] [Politico]
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Meanwhile, according to Russian new agency reports

on 8 October, Russian and Chinese navy warships

conducted anti-submarine drills in the northwestern

Pacific as part of a joint patrol.

The Russian Pacific Fleet's destroyers, Admiral

Panteleyev and Admiral Tributs, participated alongside

China's destroyers Xining, Wuxi, frigate Linyi, and

supply ship Taihu. The joint patrols include combat

training and rescue exercises, focusing on anti-

submarine defense, though no timeline was provided

for the drills. [Reuters]

This follows the recent Beibu/Interaction 2024 naval

exercises in the Sea of Japan (see AiR No. 39,

September/2024, 4).

Chinese hackers breached US court

wiretap systems

(alk) Chinese hackers accessed the networks of US

telecom providers, including Verizon, AT&T, and

Lumen Technologies, obtaining sensitive information

from systems used for court-authorized wiretapping,

according to a Wall Street Journal report. The hackers

may have had months-long access to network

infrastructure used for U.S. communications data

requests and other internet traffic. [Wall Street Journal]

In response to the allegations, China's foreign ministry

denied knowledge of the attack, accusing the US of

fabricating a "false narrative" to blame China. US

investigators identified the hacking group as "Salt

Typhoon," which targeted the networks for intelligence

purposes.

This breach follows another hacking group, "Flax

Typhoon," that US law enforcement disrupted earlier

this year, with China denying responsibility and

claiming that evidence of the "Volt Typhoon" campaign

was fabricated (see AiR No. 39, September/2024, 4).

[Reuters]

China, US to hold talks on economic and

trade issues

(alk) Chinese Commerce Minister Wang Wentao and

his US counterpart Gina Raimondo will soon hold a call

to discuss trade and economic issues, including tariffs

on electric vehicles (EVs). This follows a recent working

group meeting in Beijing where Chinese officials raised
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concerns about US tariffs, investment restrictions, and

Russia-related sanctions.

The US recently imposed new tariffs on USD 18 billion

worth of Chinese goods, including EVs, EV batteries,

and solar panels (see AiR No. 38, September/2024, 3).

From the US perspective, the tariffs, part of a review of

measures first introduced under President Trump in

2018, aim to protect US industries from China's

overproduction. China has criticized the move and

vowed retaliation.

Amid heightened US-China tensions, both sides remain

open to talks, especially as the possibility of Trump's

return to office – where he has pledged more

aggressive tariffs – looms. [Reuters]

US bans Chinese steel and food-additives

firms over Xinjiang human rights

(alk) The US has announced a ban on imports from two

more Chinese companies over alleged human rights

abuses involving Uygurs. The companies Baowu Group

Xinjiang Bayi Iron and Steel and Changzhou Guanghui

Food Ingredients will be added to the Uygur Forced

Labour Prevention Act (UFLPA) list, with restrictions

starting on October 3. [Department of Homeland

Security, USA]

This is the first time steel and aspartame companies

have been included. The UFLPA list now sanctions 75

Chinese companies across sectors like agriculture,

apparel, electronics, and chemicals. The move is part

of the US effort to eliminate forced labor from its

supply chain. [South China Morning Post]

European Commission decides to impose

tariffs on EVs made in China

(to/alk) The European Commission has ramped up

tariffs on EVs made in China, in a move that is

expected to trigger retaliation from Beijing.

Divided vote on tariffs

On October 4, a majority of European leaders voted to

impose tariffs percent on electric vehicles (EVs) made

in China, effective by October 31. The decision was

followed the conclusion of an anti-subsidy

investigation that found Chinese EVs were

undercutting European automakers due to unfair state

subsidies. [European Commission]
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However, the vote was divided and has drawn

criticism. Five nations including Germany and Hungary

voted against, while 12 abstained including Spain and

Sweden. [The Guardian]

The tariffs range from 7.8 percent for Tesla to 35.5

percent for state-owned Chinese firms like SAIC Motor

and other manufactures that did not cooperate with

the EU during the investigation.

The decision is seen as a victory for European

Commission President Ursula von der Leyen, who had

pushed to protect European industry from what she

called a “flood” of low-cost, subsidized EVs from China.

In an official statement on the vote, Brussels affirmed

that it would “continue to work hard to explore an

alternative solution,” provided such a solution would

be “fully WTO-compatible, adequate in addressing the

injurious subsidization established by the

Commission's investigation, monitorable and

enforceable.” [South China Morning Post] [European

Commission]

Criticism

On October 3, it was revealed that Germany, Europe’s

largest economy heavily reliant on trade with China,

would vote against the tariffs. Chancellor Olaf Scholz

has faced pressure from German automakers, who

fear that the tariffs could provoke retaliation from

China, a key market for them. emphasized the need to

maintain open trade and avoid isolating foreign

competitors, particularly China. In a cabinet meeting

on October 2, he stressed that negotiations with China

on electric vehicles (EVs) must continue, while also

addressing the impact of cheap Chinese imports, such

as steel, on the economy.

German labor unions, including IG Metall, also

criticized the tariffs, arguing that they will not boost

European competitiveness but could trigger a trade

conflict. [Reuters 1] [Reuters 2]

In addition, German automakers like Mercedes-Benz,

BMW, and Volkswagen warned of negative

consequences for Europe’s auto industry, while

German Finance Minister Christian Lindner also urged

the European Commission to avoid a trade war and

seek a negotiated solution. [CNCB]

Meanwhile, Hungarian Prime Minister Viktor Orban

warned that the EU’s decision could lead to an

“economic cold war” with China. Orban, whose

government has attracted significant Chinese

investments in Hungary, expressed concern about

Hungary’s position as a key trade partner with both
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China and the EU. Hungary has become a hub for

Chinese electric vehicle and battery manufacturing,

with companies like CATL and BYD investing billions of

euros in the country. [Reuters 3]

China’s state-run Xinhua cited Chinese experts calling

the tariffs “politically driven,” that “risk sparking a trade

conflict,” that could hinder both Europe’s green

transition and decades of cooperation with China.

[Xinhua]

UK steel industry urges protection as

Chinese steel oversupply threatens

market

(to) The British steel industry has called for new

protectionist measures to guard against a coming

inflow of cheap steel, mainly driven by a global

oversupply from China. According to the industry

group UK Steel, the world currently has a surplus of

543 million tons of steel, with China leading the

oversupply due to a prolonged recession in its steel

sector, which has dragged down global prices. UK Steel

warns that the country faces a “cliff edge” in 2026

when current trade protections expire.

The situation is exacerbated by the recent closure of

Tata Steel’s last blast furnace in Port Talbot, a town

located in South Wales, resulting in the loss of 1,900

jobs. Tata and other UK producers are transitioning to

cleaner electric arc furnaces, but industry leaders warn

that without tariffs or carbon border adjustments on

imports, the UK risks being flooded with cheap steel

that undermines domestic production and investment.

[The Guardian]

Chinese national arrested in Germany for

spying on military transport

(to) German authorities have arrested a Chinese

woman, Yaqi X, on suspicion of passing sensitive

military transport information from Leipzig/Halle

airport to Chinese intelligence. The 38-year-old worked

for a logistics company at the airport, a key hub for the

German defense industry, particularly for exports to

Ukraine.

Prosecutors allege Yaqi X shared details on military

cargo and flights with Jian G, who was arrested earlier

this year for similar espionage activities. The

information reportedly included data on Rheinmetall,
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Germany's largest defense firm involved in supplying

Ukraine with military equipment. [BBC]

China pledges USD 1 billion to revive

Tanzania-Zambia Railway

(to) China has announced a USD 1 billion investment to

renovate the 50-year-old Tanzania-Zambia railway

(Tazara). The railway, which was China's largest foreign

aid project in Africa, has fallen into disrepair, with only

10 of its original 50 locomotives still in use.

Beijing’s move comes as a response to the US and EU's

infrastructure projects in Africa, including the

renovation of the Lobito Corridor, a key transportation

route in Africa, linking Angola’s Lobito port to inland

regions and facilitating trade and economic integration

across several countries.

Analysts suggest China is willing to revitalize the Tazara

line to improve transport for Zambia and the

Democratic Republic of Congo’s critical mineral

exports, including cobalt and copper, vital for electric

vehicle battery production. [South China Morning Post]

Australia to push ahead with trade

diversification amid  warming ties with

China

(alk) Despite improving relations between Beijing and

Canberra, Australia will continue diversifying its trade,

as no single market can fully replace China, analysts

say.

China has been Australia’s largest trading partner since

2009, but tensions in 2020 led to trade bans on key

Australian exports like dairy, beef, cotton, and wine.

However, ties have improved since 2023, highlighted

by Australian Treasurer Jim Chalmers’ recent visit to

Beijing – the first in seven years – focused on boosting

foreign investments and economic cooperation.

However, the earlier disruptions prompted the

Australian government to encourage exporters to seek

new markets, despite strong ties in key sectors like

resources and agriculture. [South China Morning Post]

China-India border tensions persist

despite diplomatic progress, top officials
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say

(lm/cr) During a recent discussion at the Carnegie

Endowment for International Peace in the United

States, India’s External Affairs Minister S. Jaishankar

emphasized that tensions between India and China

persist due to Beijing's violations of existing border

agreements with New Delhi. [The Hindu 1]

Tensions have remained high since the 2020 clashes,

which resulted in the deaths of 20 Indian and four

Chinese soldiers. While troops have withdrawn from

four of the six key confrontation points along the Line

of Actual Control (LAC), significant friction points

remain unresolved. Both Jaishankar and India’s

National Security Adviser, Ajit Doval, have participated

in recent diplomatic discussions, with Jaishankar noting

that about 75 percent of disengagement issues have

been addressed. However, India continues to seek a

return to the pre-April 2020 status quo along the

contested frontier in the western Himalayas.

Echoing Jaishankar's concerns, Indian Army Chief

General Upendra Dwivedi recently acknowledged that

diplomatic talks have opened pathways for resolving

the border standoff, but progress on the ground

remains dependent on military commanders. He

described the situation along the LAC as "stable but

not normal," adding that trust has been the major

casualty since the 2020 clashes. [The Straits Times]

General Dwivedi also stressed that while some

disengagement efforts have reduced tensions, the

ongoing forward deployment by both sides continues

to be a source of strain. He pointed to China's use of

"grey zone" tactics—employing non-military actors to

gradually assert control—as a key challenge. In

response, India has been working to strengthen its

position through initiatives like the Vibrant Villages

Programme, aimed at developing border communities.

[The Hindu 2]

China’s bullet train to extend toward

Singapore despite debt fears

(alk) China’s “golden corridor” plan aims to link its

manufacturing provinces to Southeast Asia, including

Singapore, over 4,000 kilometers away.

A USD 6 billion rail line near Laos' capital, part of

China's Belt and Road Initiative (BRI), exemplifies

Beijing's growing influence in Southeast Asia through

infrastructure projects. This rail network, which

stretches from China to Singapore, is intended to
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boost trade and economic links in the region. However,

critics argue that these projects saddle poorer nations

with debt while primarily benefiting China's geopolitical

interests.

The Laos-China railway, launched three years ago, has

transported 6 million passengers and 9.5 million tons

of cargo, helping Laos reduce transport costs.

However, Laos, with a debt larger than its USD 15

billion economy, faces challenges in repaying its USD

1.79 billion share of the project. Despite concerns

about economic viability, the railway is seen as a

success under President Xi Jinping's BRI.

China's infrastructure push extends across Southeast

Asia, with high-speed rail projects in Malaysia,

Thailand, and Vietnam. These projects aim to improve

trade and tourism while strengthening China's ties with

the region. Despite past criticism of BRI projects as

"debt traps," many countries are embracing China's

investments to develop their infrastructure and supply

chains.

While the US promotes its infrastructure efforts as

more transparent and less risky, China remains the

dominant partner for many developing nations. The

broader Southeast Asian rail network, despite debt

concerns, is seen as a key driver of regional economic

growth. [Bloomberg]

China, North Korea mark 75 years of ties

with pledge for strengthened cooperation

(alk/ac) China and North Korea celebrated 75 years of

diplomatic ties with a pledge to strengthen their

relationship and promote a "new era" of cooperation.

In an exchange of messages on October 6, Chinese

President Xi Jinping and North Korean leader Kim Jong-

un emphasized their countries' long history of

collaboration, including their shared commitment to

socialism, regional peace, and stability. [KCNA] [Global

Times]

Xi expressed China's desire to deepen strategic

communication and cooperation with North Korea,

while Kim promised to enhance friendly relations in

line with the "new era." The two nations have been

closely linked since the Korean War, with China

remaining North Korea’s largest trading partner.

However, China's reaction has been cautious as North

Korea recently strengthened ties with Russia. In

addition,  North Korea recently protested China’s plan

for installing telecommunication facilities near their
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shared borders dated back to July 24 to the Geneva-

based International Telecommunication Union (ITU)

(see AiR No. 36, September/2024, 1).

Meanwhile, North Korea is expected to amend its

constitution, signaling an aggressive stance toward

South Korea, which could escalate tensions. Kim has

reiterated that North Korea would use all means,

including nuclear weapons, to defend its sovereignty if

necessary. [Reuters] [South China Morning Post]

Taiwan’s president reiterates rejection of

China’s sovereignty claims

(to) Taiwan’s President Lai Ching-te declared that it is

“impossible” for the People’s Republic of China (PRC) to

claim Taiwan as its motherland, citing Taiwan’s older

political roots. Speaking at a concert on October 5,

ahead of Taiwan’s national day on October 10, Lai

emphasized that Taiwan, officially called the Republic

of China (ROC), has its origins in the 1911 revolution,

predating the PRC’s establishment in 1949.

Lai’s statement, which came after China’s 75th national

day celebrations, highlighted Taiwan’s sovereign status

and independence. He rejected Beijing’s territorial

claims, stating that Taiwan is an independent country

and that “the Republic of China may be the

motherland” of the PRC’s people, referencing the age

of the ROC.

Lai has previously used historical references to

challenge China’s stance on Taiwan, further asserting

Taiwan’s distinct identity from mainland China.

[Reuters]

Politicians from the main opposition party, the

Kuomintang (KMT) have criticized Lai for his remarks,

accusing his Democratic Progressive Party (DPP) of

provoking tensions with China. [CNN]

Chinese President Xi Jinping, on the eve of the PRC’s

75th anniversary, reiterated his goal of reunification

with Taiwan, calling it "an irreversible trend" and

vowing to oppose any Taiwan independence efforts.

Beijing has labeled Lai a "dangerous separatist," with

tensions escalating since Lai’s inauguration in May,

when he urged China to stop intimidating Taiwan (see

AiR No. 40, October/2024, 1).

China expected to launch military drills

near Taiwan in the midst of tensions
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(to) Taiwanese officials reported that they expect China

to conduct military drills around Taiwan in the coming

days, using the upcoming national day speech by

Taiwan President Lai Ching-te on October 10 as an

excuse to increase pressure on the island. The

anticipated drills could be labeled “Joint Sword -

2024B,” following a similar exercise held in May after

Lai’s inauguration, which Beijing justified as

punishment for “separatist acts.”

These moves by China, designed to assert its

sovereignty claims over Taiwan, raise concerns among

the international community. Taiwan’s intelligence

suggests that Beijing may frame any military actions as

a response to Lai’s speech, which China is likely to

deem provocative.

The drills come along heightened geopolitical tensions,

with China continually testing Taiwan’s defenses

through “grey-zone” operations that stop short of

direct conflict. [Reuters]

China urges Pakistan to punish attackers

after deadly blast in Karachi

(to) The Chinese embassy in Pakistan has called on

Islamabad to severely punish those responsible for a

deadly terrorist attack on October 6 that claimed the

lives of two Chinese nationals near Jinnah International

Airport in Karachi. The attack targeted vehicles

belonging to a China-funded electric power company.

In addition to the two Chinese victims, several

Pakistanis were also wounded. [Chinese Embassy in

Pakistan] [South China Morning Post]

The separatist group, Baloch Liberation Army (BLA),

claimed responsibility for the attack, stating that it

targeted a convoy of Chinese engineers and investors. 

The BLA is a separatist militant group that seeks

independence for Balochistan, a province in

southwestern Pakistan. It targets key infrastructure

projects and Chinese interests in the region, accusing

Beijing of exploiting Balochistan’s natural resources.

The BLA has carried out numerous attacks, including

on Chinese nationals and projects tied to China’s Belt

and Road Initiative. [Reuters]

The Chinese embassy condemned the incident and

urged Pakistani authorities to take effective measures

to protect Chinese citizens and projects in the country.

Pakistani Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif expressed

deep sorrow over the attack, calling it a “heinous act”

offered his “heartfelt condolences” and pledging to

bring the attackers to justice. [Xinhua]
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China ally Kiribati criticizes Beijing’s

recent missile launch

(alk) Kiribati’s pro-China president, Taneti Maamau,

expressed rare criticism of Beijing, stating that his

nation "does not welcome" China's recent test firing of

an intercontinental ballistic missile (ICBM) in the Pacific

(see AiR No. 40, October/2024, 1). In a social media

post, Maamau's office said Kiribati was not warned

about the late-September test and called for an end to

such actions to maintain world peace.

This response was unexpected given Maamau’s strong

ties with China, having cut relations with Taiwan in

2019 to pursue ambitious development goals. The

missile test, the first by China in four decades, sparked

criticism across the South Pacific. Maamau has also

signed a policing deal allowing Chinese officers in

Kiribati, raising concerns in the U.S. and among allies

about China's growing presence in the region. China,

however, dismissed the allegations and called the

missile test "routine."

Maamau was recently re-elected and is favored to lead

the next government. [The Defense Post]

India’s external affairs minister meets Sri

Lankan President Dissanayake, reaffirms

New Delhi’s ‘full support’

(lm/aa) Indian External Affairs Minister S. Jaishankar

visited Sri Lanka on October 4, marking the first high-

level foreign diplomatic visit after the election of

President Anura Kumara Dissanayake, who was sworn

in less than two weeks earlier.

Jaishankar’s mission in Colombo was to convince the

new Sri Lankan leadership of India’s capabilities to help

revitalize the island nation's economy without

infringing on its sovereignty. This task proved

challenging due to the long-standing distrust in Indo-

Lankan relations, fueled by Sri Lanka’s ties with China.

President Dissanayake, representing the left-

nationalist National People's Power (NPP) alliance, has

consistently held an anti-India stance, particularly with

respect to India’s perceived dominance in regional

politics. Dissanayake's government has also raised

concerns about non-transparent agreements with

foreign entities, including those with India, such as the

West Container Terminal project at Colombo port and
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the wind power ventures in northern Sri Lanka, which

were awarded to Indian firms like Adani Ports without

competitive bidding.

During the talks, Jaishankar reassured Dissanayake of

India’s commitment to mutual benefit, transparency,

and trust. He emphasized India’s role in providing the

financial assurances that enabled Sri Lanka’s debt

restructuring through the International Monetary

Fund’s (IMF) Extended Fund Facility. Discussions

centered on bilateral economic cooperation, energy

production, defense collaboration, and key India-

backed projects such as energy ventures and the

modernization of the Kankesanthurai port. India also

offered grants for infrastructure, including a USD 61.5

million port modernization and converting payments

of USD 20 million for completed Line of Credit projects

into a grant.

Additionally, the sensitive issue of Tamil reconciliation

was raised, with Jaishankar reiterating India’s support

for the political rights of Sri Lankan Tamils, urging the

full implementation of the 13th Amendment to the Sri

Lankan Constitution, which aims at devolving power to

the provinces. President Dissanayake pledged to

address these issues after the upcoming parliamentary

elections in November 2024.

Jaishankar also brought up concerns about Indian

fishermen detained by Sri Lankan authorities, pressing

for their release—a recurring issue in the Palk Bay

region. Furthermore, he met with Sri Lankan Prime

Minister Harini Amarasuriya, former President Ranil

Wickremesinghe, and opposition leader Sajith

Premadasa, to discuss collaborative efforts in

supporting Sri Lanka’s economic recovery and regional

concerns. [The Hindu] [Eurasian Review] [FirstPost]

India, United States sign MoU on critical

minerals supply chains

(lm) India and the United States signed a

memorandum of understanding (MoU) during the 6th

India-U.S. Commercial Dialogue, aimed at expanding

and diversifying critical mineral supply chains. This

agreement will enhance cooperation in areas like

exploration, extraction, processing, refining, recycling,

and recovery of critical minerals, boosting the

resilience of supply chains between the two nations.

The MoU aligns with ongoing efforts to address global

challenges, particularly around semiconductor supply

chains, clean energy, and technological innovation.

Commerce Minister Piyush Goyal and U.S. Secretary of
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Commerce Gina Raimondo reviewed progress in these

areas, emphasizing a shared commitment to advancing

industries related to batteries, chemicals, and

healthcare products.

In addition to the MoU, both nations announced plans

to expand the presence of U.S. Department of

Commerce staff in India and initiate programs

supporting small and medium enterprises (SMEs) and

women entrepreneurs. These moves are expected to

further strengthen economic ties between India and

the U.S. and foster a collaborative environment for

business innovation.  [The Hindu 1]

Despite this progress, Minister Goyal clarified that now

is not the appropriate time to discuss two pressing

trade issues: the Generalized System of Preferences

(GSP) and a social security totalization agreement.

Given the upcoming U.S. elections, these negotiations

were deemed too complex and financially significant to

advance immediately. India was removed from the GSP

program in 2019, and the social security agreement,

which would resolve double taxation of Indian

professionals in the U.S., remains a pending matter.

Goyal also emphasized a positive shift in India's and

the U.S.’s approach to World Trade Organization (WTO)

disputes, moving from reactive conflict resolution to

proactive collaboration aimed at strengthening

bilateral ties. [The Hindu 2]

During his visit, Goyal also took the opportunity to

respond to recent remarks made by Indian opposition

leader Rahul Gandhi about India’s manufacturing

sector. Gandhi had criticized India’s manufacturing

performance during his U.S. visit, and Goyal countered

by accusing Gandhi of bringing domestic political

issues to the international stage. Goyal defended the

Modi administration's policies, asserting that the

Congress-led governments from 2004 to 2014 were

responsible for the widening trade deficit with China,

which he argued harmed India's manufacturing sector.

[The Hindu 3]

Meanwhile, External Affairs Minister S. Jaishankar met

with U.S. Secretary of State Antony Blinken on October

1, in Washington. This was Jaishankar's first visit to the

U.S. since Prime Minister Narendra Modi's government

took office for a third term.

Discussions covered QUAD summits, developments in

the Indo-Pacific, the Ukraine conflict, and clean energy

initiatives. Both leaders praised the growth of bilateral

ties in areas like strategic technologies,

semiconductors, and space cooperation, while also
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reaffirming their shared commitment to global peace

and stability. [The Hindu 4]

Meanwhile, the United States Commission on

International Religious Freedom (USCIRF), an

independent, bipartisan US federal government body,

has complicated India-US relations by recommending

that India be designated as a "Country of Particular

Concern" for severe violations of religious freedom. In

its latest 2024 report, the USCIRF highlighted

increasing discrimination against religious minorities in

India, particularly in the context of the national

elections. The report pointed to the reinforcement of

discriminatory laws, expropriation of places of

worship, and the targeting of minorities through anti-

conversion and anti-cow slaughter laws. [Middle East

Monitor]

In response, New Delhi rejected the United States

Commission on International Religious Freedom's

(USCIRF) report on October 3, 2024, calling the

Commission a "biased organization with a political

agenda." New Delhi also criticized the USCIRF for

misrepresenting facts and suggested it should focus on

human rights issues in the U.S. instead. [The Hindu 5]

[The Hindu 6]

India's National Security Advisor Ajit

Doval meets French officials to strengthen

bilateral ties

(rsv) During a recent visit to the French capital Paris,

India’s National Security Advisor Ajit Doval met with

various top-level government officials, including

President Emmanuel Macron, Armed Forces Minister

Sebastien Lecornu, and foreign Minister Jean-Noel

Barrot.

Doval conveyed Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s

greetings and reiterated India’s commitment to the

India-France Horizon 2047 roadmap, a long-term

strategic plan that aims to strengthen and expand the

bilateral partnership between India and France. The

roadmap is designed to build closer ties between the

two countries, particularly as they approach the 100th

anniversary of India’s independence in 2047.

Doval also held talks with French officials on defense

collaboration, including discussions with Emmanuel

Chiva, Director General of the French Defence

Procurement Agency. Their discussions focused on

strengthening bilateral defense ties, enhancing space

collaboration, and addressing emerging global security

concerns. Doval further led a Strategic Dialogue with
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Emmanuel Bonne, Macron's Diplomatic Advisor, to

reinforce the India-France strategic partnership,

particularly in the Indo-Pacific, cyberspace, and

defense technologies.[The Hindu] [BigNewsNetwork]

Indonesia, Germany to deepen

development cooperation

(gk) Indonesia and Germany have concluded

negotiations on development cooperation,

emphasizing their shared commitment to sustainable

development. Germany has pledged EUR 56 million in

grants, bringing its total contribution to Indonesia's

development to EUR 431 million. This includes

previous commitments such as a EUR 300 million

concessional loan for Indonesia's energy transition and

EUR 75 million for health initiatives.

Key areas of cooperation include energy transition,

sustainable land use, and urban development.

Germany's support includes EUR 12 million for clean

energy projects, EUR 20 million in payments linked to

Indonesia's Forest and Other Land Use (FOLU) Net Sink

2030 target, and a EUR 60 million grant from the Green

Climate Fund for sustainable land use and biodiversity.

Additionally, EUR 7.8 million will support forest,

peatland, and mangrove conservation.

In urban development, Germany will provide EUR 8.85

million for circular economy initiatives and EUR 3

million for public transportation improvements. A

further EUR 750,000 will help Indonesia increase tax

revenue through digital tools.

The renewed partnership aims to balance economic

growth with environmental conservation. Germany is a

key partner in Indonesia’s energy transition, especially

through the Just Energy Transition Partnership (JETP).

Launched at the G20 Leaders’ Summit in Bali, the

initiative has been instrumental in helping Indonesia

move away from fossil fuels and embracing renewable

energy sources, ensuring a more sustainable and

equitable energy future. [Antara]

South Papua aims to strengthen relations

with Papua New Guinea

(ft) The South Papua provincial government is working

to improve relations with Papua New Guinea (PNG) by

addressing border issues. Concerns have arisen over

unregulated cross-border movement in the Sota Sub-
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district, and officials are urging better use of the

Yetetkun Cross-Border Post for monitoring.

They also seek to develop business activities at

another border post in Sota to boost the local

economy. Both South Papua and PNG officials agree

that enhanced cooperation is needed to resolve

border problems and improve the economy in these

areas. A joint visit was made to Merauke, South Papua

to address these concerns. [Antara]

Indonesian firms secure more than USD 8

billion in business deals with Sri Lanka

(dql) Indonesian companies secured over USD 8 billion

in new trade and investment deals concluded at the

Indonesia-South and Central Asia Business Forum,

held in Jakarta on October 7. This event marked the

first occasion for Indonesian entrepreneurs to connect

with businesses from South and Central Asia,

attracting hundreds of delegations to explore

partnership opportunities.

A marketing partnership was signed between state-run

pharma giant Kimia Farma and Sri Lankan importer

Yaden International, allowing Kimia Farma's products

to be marketed in Sri Lanka, also an MoU between East

Java's Pandawa Agri Indonesia and Oneemto (Pvt) Ltd

for distributing chemical products in Sri Lanka. In

addition, a collaboration between Natural Indococonut

Organik and Sri Lanka’s Industrial Stainless Steel

Fabrication Pvt Ltd was signed.

These agreements highlight a growing interest among

Indonesian businesses in previously untapped South

Asian markets, particularly Sri Lanka. [Jakarta Globe]

Japan, South Korea reaffirm ties as new

Japanese prime minister takes office

(hs/jb) Newly elected Japanese Prime Minister Shigeru

Ishiba and South Korean President Yoon Suk-yeol have

agreed to uphold "shuttle diplomacy" to improve

bilateral relations. In their phone conversation on

October 2, a day after Ishiba’s election, the prime

minister emphasized the importance of maintaining

regular communications and face-to-face meetings,

continuing the summit exchanges initiated under

Ishiba’s predecessor, Fumio Kishida. [Ministry of

Foreign Affairs, Japan]
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This commitment is crucial as relations between Japan

and South Korea face scrutiny, particularly due to

opposition voices within South Korea. The main

opposition Democratic Party of Korea (DPK) has

expressed strong criticism of Yoon's engagement with

Japan, viewing it as a compromise of national interests.

This dissent highlights the challenges Yoon faces within

the country in securing public support for enhanced

ties, a sentiment reflected in recent opinion polls.

[Japan Forward]

Both leaders acknowledged the strategic necessity of

collaboration, committing to deeper bilateral and

trilateral security cooperation with the United States to

address ongoing regional challenges, particularly the

threats posed by North Korea. [Japan Times]

Continuing to strain bilateral ties between Japan and

South Korea are historical tensions primarily arising

from Japan's colonial rule over Korea from 1910 to

1945, during which numerous human rights violations

occurred, including the forced labor of Korean

individuals and the establishment of the "comfort

women" system, where women were coerced into

sexual slavery in Japanese military brothels. The 1965

Treaty on Basic Relations between Japan and South

Korea was intended to resolve these issues by

compensating South Korea for damages. However,

many South Koreans view this treaty as an "unequal

agreement," arguing that it failed to adequately

address individual compensation for victims. This

sentiment was intensified during the Moon Jae-in

administration, during which South Korean courts

mandated Japanese companies to compensate forced

labor victims, leading to a significant diplomatic rift.

[The Diplomat] [The Korea Herald]

Russia denies airspace violations over

Japan

(sw) Japan’s Chief Cabinet Secretary Yoshimasa Hayashi

criticized Russia’s denial of an airspace violation, calling

it “extremely regrettable.” Japan claims that a Russian

military aircraft repeatedly entered its airspace north

of Rebun Island in Hokkaido in late August. The three

alleged intrusions, lasting 30 seconds to one minute

each, prompted the Air Self-Defense Force to respond

with a signal flare. Russia has rejected the allegations,

asserting that no airspace breach occurred. [Japan

Public Relations Office]

Japan-Russia relations have worsened following

Moscow's 2022 invasion of Ukraine, with Japan aligning
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with Western allies and imposing economic sanctions

on Moscow. [Mainichi]

Japan mobilizes planes for possible

nationals' evacuation in Lebanon

(sw) Japan has deployed two C-2 transport airplanes to

Jordan to prepare for the possible evacuation of its

nationals from Lebanon, as conflict between Israel and

Hezbollah intensifies. The planes left Tottori on

September 3, with another aircraft set to fly to Greece

to provide operational flexibility and reduce risk.

Around 50 Japanese nationals are in Lebanon. The

government announced on October 4 that eleven,

along with five foreign nationals, had been evacuated

to Jordan aboard one of the aircraft. Two had been

already transported to Cyprus via a chartered vessel.

The situation in Lebanon has deteriorated with Israel

conducting ground operations and airstrikes against

Hezbollah, escalating tensions in the region. Japan has

conducted airlift operations to evacuate its nationals

from crisis zones abroad on eight occasions, including

twice from Israel after a surprise attack by Hamas a

year ago. [Kyodo News] [Japan Times]

Japan firms in talks with Italian energy

company Eni

(hs) Cristian Signoretto, Italian energy firm Eni's

director for global gas and LNG, announced during a

conference in Hiroshima on October 1 that Eni is in

discussions with prominent Japanese energy firms –

JERA, Osaka Gas, Mitsubishi Corporation, and Mitsui &

Co. – to supply liquefied natural gas (LNG). Currently,

Eni engages in short-term deals with Japanese buyers,

but the company is seeking to expand to long-term

agreements as part of its plan to grow its LNG portfolio

to 18 million metric tons annually by 2027.

Signoretto also mentioned that Eni is looking for

support from Japanese financial institutions for its LNG

projects, including those in Indonesia. He stressed the

importance of flexibility in contracts, reflecting Japan’s

demand for terms without destination clauses that

would enable the reselling of LNG to adjust to market

changes. [The Japan Times] [Reuters]

Japan, the world’s second-largest LNG importer,

imported around 70 million metric tons in 2023,

heavily relying on LNG after reducing its nuclear
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energy capacity following the 2011 Fukushima disaster.

This dependence has made LNG a critical part of

Japan’s energy strategy, especially as the country aims

to diversify its supply sources to ensure stable energy

availability and mitigate risks from geopolitical

tensions or disruptions. [The Diplomat] [Energy

Connects]

Eni’s expanding LNG portfolio could help Japan meet

its growing energy demands, particularly as

competition for global LNG supplies intensifies.

Signoretto hinted at Japan’s preference for shorter-

term contracts without restrictive clauses, which aligns

with Eni’s plan to offer more flexibility in future

discussions. The active involvement of key players like

JERA and Osaka Gas underscores the urgency within

Japan to secure reliable long-term energy supplies in

an increasingly competitive global market.

Twelve Japanese arrested for alleged

scam tied to Cambodia Casino operation

(sw) Japanese police arrested 12 men on October 7

after their deportation from Cambodia where they had

been in protective custody with Cambodian police

since August for allegedly running phone scams.

The group, which had been working at a casino in

Cambodia's Svay Rieng province, was detained by local

police following claims of abusive labor practices.

The suspects are believe being involved in scamming a

woman in her 40s from Toyama Prefecture, stealing

around JPY 2 million (USD 13,000) in August by posing

as police officers. The group reportedly applied for jobs

in Cambodia through false social media ads that

promised high-paying, easy work, but they were

coerced into participating in phone scams.

This case follows a similar incident in November 2023,

when 25 Japanese men were deported from Cambodia

for running a phone scam ring. [Kyodo News]

Laos and South Korea deepen agricultural

ties, targeting modernization and ASEAN

growth

(cc) Laos and South Korea have reaffirmed their

commitment to agricultural collaboration, aiming to

modernize Laos' sector and strengthen ties within the

Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN). A
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ministerial meeting on October 3 in South Korea

concluded with a key outcome: the amendment of the

Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) on agricultural

cooperation, signed by Laotian Minister of Agriculture

Linkham Douangsavanh and his South Korean

counterpart Song Mi-ryung.

This revised MOU prioritizes collaborative efforts to

modernize Laos' agricultural sector. South Korea will

share expertise in advanced technologies like smart

farming, improved seed development, and

infrastructure enhancement. These advancements aim

to increase agricultural productivity and efficiency in

Laos. [The Laotian Times]

Malaysia defies China through expansion

in South China Sea

(oc) Malaysia is expanding its oil and gas exploration in

the South China Sea despite territorial disputes and a

significant presence of Chinese vessels in the area. The

Washington-based Asia Maritime Transparency

Initiative reported that Chinese ships consistently

operate within waters claimed by Malaysia. It also

noted that China regularly stations at least one vessel

in Malaysia’s exclusive economic zone. [Asia Maritime

Transparency Initiative]

These activities occur amid ongoing tensions between

the two nations. In recent weeks, China has urged

Malaysia to scale back its offshore operations,

asserting that the areas in question are part of Chinese

territory. While Malaysian Prime Minister Anwar

Ibrahim has largely prioritized diplomatic relations with

China, calling the country a "great friend," he has also

made it clear that Malaysia will not retreat and will

continue its operations in the contested waters. [South

China Morning Post 1]

Experts have noted that Malaysia’s exploration efforts

are accompanied by plans for a new naval base,

expected to be operational by 2030. The base will be

located in Bintulu, Sarawak, just 80 miles from the

disputed South Luconia Shoals. [Channel News Asia]

[South China Morning Post 2]

Malaysia to explore smart city and

technology investment collaboration with

China
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(ga) Malaysia will explore opportunities for cooperation

with China in smart city development and technology

investment, according to Minister in the Prime

Minister's Department (Federal Territories) Dr. Zaliha

Mustafa. The Federal Territories Department will visit

Hangzhou, Shanghai, and Shenzhen to discuss

potential collaborations.

In Hangzhou, the discussions will build on an existing

Letter of Intent between Kuala Lumpur City Hall (DBKL)

and the Hangzhou Municipal Government, specifically

regarding the KL20 project. In Shanghai, the focus will

be on potential 'twin city' cooperation between

Putrajaya and Shanghai, while in Shenzhen, the team

will engage with prominent technology companies

such as Huawei, which has shown interest in smart city

investments in Labuan.

The Malaysian delegation will also seek collaboration

opportunities with major tech firms like Tencent, BYD,

and Baidu. The aim of the visit is to attract further

investments in Kuala Lumpur, Putrajaya, and Labuan.

[Bernama]

Maldives President Muizzu in India on

first state visit to repair ties

(lm/aa) Maldives President Mohamed Muizzu has

begun his first state visit to India since assuming office

last year, aiming to repair diplomatic ties with India

amid an ongoing economic crisis in the Maldives.

During his five-day visit, Muizzu is set to meet Indian

Prime Minister Narendra Modi and other senior

officials. The discussions will focus on enhancing

bilateral cooperation between the two nations.

Relations between the Maldives and India had become

strained following Muizzu's request for Indian soldiers

stationed in the Maldives to be removed, as his party

viewed India's influence as a threat to national

sovereignty. However, in recent months, diplomatic

efforts to restore ties have increased, including Indian

External Affairs Minister S Jaishankar's visit to Malé and

Muizzu's attendance at Modi's swearing-in ceremony.

[Al Jazeera]

In a notable shift, Muizzu moderated his anti-Indian

rhetoric before his trip. In an interview with the Times

of India, he assured that the Maldives would not take

actions that could compromise India's security

interests. He emphasized that the Maldives' "Maldives

First" policy would not undermine its commitment to

fostering close ties with India, despite increasing

relations with countries like China. [the edition 1]
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The backdrop of this visit is marked by significant

economic challenges for the Maldives, with foreign

reserves dwindling to around USD 45 million and a

recent downgrade of its credit rating by Moody's. To

alleviate this severe dollar shortage, India has agreed

to provide a USD 400 million currency swap facility.

[the edition 2]

Additionally, India's RuPay card, part of the Unified

Payments Interface (UPI), has been officially launched

in the Maldives. UPI, established by the National

Payments Corporation of India (NPCI) in 2016,

facilitates real-time interbank transactions via mobile

devices and is currently operational in 185 countries.

[the edition 3]

Coinciding with the ongoing state visit, India has

officially handed over 700 housing units built in

Hulhumale' as part of a larger project funded by a USD

227 million loan from India's Exim Bank. The initiative,

originally initiated during the previous administration,

aims to construct a total of 4,000 housing units.

Housing Minister Dr. Ali Haidar has stated that the

remaining apartments are projected to be completed

by mid-2025. [the edition 4]

Former Maldivian President Mohamed Nasheed, who

has consistently advocated for closer ties with India,

expressed support for the improving relations. He

highlighted the natural partnership between the two

nations and remarked on social media about their

shared values and interests, stating he is pleased to

see the relationship being “fixed”. [the edition 5]

Australia to provide technical assistance

for Maldives’ 20 Year National

Development Master Plan

(lm) The Maldives has signed an agreement with

Australia to receive technical assistance for

formulating its 20-Year National Development Master

Plan. At a signing ceremony, Maldives' Housing

Minister Dr. Ali Haidar Ahmed and Australia's High

Commissioner to the Maldives, David Jessup,

formalized the agreement. Australia will provide AUD

900,000 (approximately MVR 9.4 million, or USD

610,000) through the UNDP Integrated Governance

Project to assist in drafting the master plan.

Maldivian President Mohamed Muizzu emphasized

that the development plan will incorporate broad

public participation, including input from political

parties, stakeholders, and experts across the Maldives.

He stressed that the vision for the country's future
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would be shaped by the will of its citizens, with

discussions planned across all islands to ensure the

plan reflects the needs of all Maldivians. The plan is

expected to be drafted within the next year and

supported by dedicated legislation. [the edition]

Mongolia, US hold energy dialogue

(fs) Mongolia and the United States of America held an

energy dialogue on investment in clean and renewable

energy on October 1 in Ulaanbaatar. Building on the

Mongolia-US Memorandum of Understanding on

Critical Minerals, which was signed in Ulaanbaatar last

year, the representatives of the two parties discussed

ways to increase energy investment in clean and

renewable energy fields in Mongolia, as well as the

major challenges facing the country's critical minerals

sector.

Deputy Assistant Secretary for Energy Diplomacy at the

U.S. Department of State, Kimmy Harrington, stated

that US technical assistance will be provided to the

Mongolian government to help better map out the

country's critical mineral resources. [Montsame]

Meanwhile, U.S. Ambassador to Mongolia, Richard

Buangan, emphasized that Mongolia has a significant

opportunity to lead the region in renewable energy

and green technology. He noted that, despite past slow

progress, Mongolia’s new coalition government has

demonstrated readiness to undertake the necessary

work and make difficult decisions to transition from

unsustainable coal-burning plants to renewable energy

sources. [US Embassy in Mongolia]

Mongolian president to pay a state visit to

Turkmenistan

(fs) President of Mongolia Ukhnaa Khurelsukh will pay

a state visit to Turkmenistan on October 10-13, at the

invitation of President of Turkmenistan Serdar

Berdimuhamedov.

It will be the first high level visit between both

countries since the establishment of diplomatic

relations back in 1992. [Ministry of Foreign Affairs,

Mongolia]
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China pressures Wa army to halt support

for resistance Myanmar National

Democratic Alliance Army

(sc) A leaked meeting record has revealed that China’s

Special Envoy for Asian Affairs, Deng Xijun, held a

secret meeting on August 27 with the United Wa State

Party (UWSP) leadership in Yunnan Province to discuss

controlling the Myanmar National Democratic Alliance

Army (MNDAA). The meeting followed the MNDAA's

seizure of Lashio, which disrupted China-Myanmar

relations and Belt and Road Initiative projects. China

has reportedly imposed sanctions, including cutting off

electricity, water, and supplies to the MNDAA, but the

blockade has proven ineffective. The Chinese

government has pressured the Wa not to sell arms to

MNDAA or other ethnic groups. [Myanmar Now] [BBC

Burmese]

The meeting highlights China's concern over the

MNDAA’s collaboration with groups like the National

Unity Government (NUG) and People’s Defence Force

(PDF), which are supported by Western powers. Deng

Xijun warned Wa leaders that China would halt all

economic and development projects in the Wa region

if they continued supporting the MNDAA. China also

expressed fears that the conflict could create

opportunities for U.S. intervention in Myanmar.

[Myanmar Now] [BBC Burmese] [Eleven]

Bangladesh, Nepal discuss key energy

cooperation deal

(ad) Prime Minister KP Sharma Oli of Nepal met with

Syeda Rizwana Hasan, Bangladesh’s Minister for

Forest, Environment, Climate Change, and Water

Resources, on October 3 in Kathmandu, to discuss

strengthening bilateral ties, particularly focusing on

energy cooperation. The meeting was attended by key

officials, including Nepali and Bangladeshi

ambassadors.

The discussions were centered around a recently

concluded energy agreement, under which Bangladesh

will import 40 megawatts of electricity from Nepal. This

power will be transmitted through Indian

infrastructure, as Nepal and Bangladesh are not

territorially connected. The energy trade deal is

expected to result in Nepal selling 144,000 megawatt-

hours (MWh) of electricity between mid-June and mid-

November at a rate of 6.4 US cents per unit. [The

Kathmandu Post]
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Chinese Communist Party’s direct aid to

Nepali parties for flood relief sparks

criticism

(rs) The Chinese Communist Party's (CPC) recent direct

aid to Nepali political parties for flood relief has

sparked criticism. The International Department of the

CPC, in collaboration with the China Foundation for

Rural Development Nepal Office, launched an initiative

called "Join hands to face the difficulties and overcome

the difficulties together" to provide humanitarian

assistance to flood victims in Kathmandu Valley. Relief

materials were handed over to representatives of

various Nepali political parties, including the ruling

coalition’s Nepali Congress and Communist Party of

Nepal (Unified Marxist–Leninist)

The Chinese Embassy confirmed that the aid, worth

NPR 19.7 million (approximately USD 146,000),

included food, blankets, and essential supplies for

those affected by recent floods and landslides. The

initiative's approach, however, has been criticized as a

"dangerous practice," raising concerns about the

broader implications for Nepal's sovereignty and

diplomatic conduct. [The Kathmandu Post] [Tibetian

Review]

India, Nepal sign business deal on four

fuel projects

(ad) Nepal recently signed a business-to-business

framework agreement with neighboring India to build

several petroleum projects, which has drawn criticism

from environmentalists. The projects, including two

cross-border pipelines and petroleum storage

terminals, will be built with grants from the Indian

government totaling approximately USD 111.6 million.

The agreement comes shortly after Nepal's Prime

Minister KP Sharma Oli pledged a net-zero emission

target by 2045 during his address to the United

Nations General Assembly, highlighting the country's

commitment to green energy.

Critics argue that Nepal's focus on fossil fuel

infrastructure contradicts its commitments to clean

energy. The Nationally Determined Contributions

(NDC) had earlier outlined plans for renewable energy,

electric mobility, and forest management as part of the

country's strategy to mitigate climate change impacts.

Environmental experts believe that investments in

hydropower and electric vehicle infrastructure would
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better align with Nepal's green policy and help reduce

the country's reliance on fossil fuels. [The Kathmandu

Post]

Economic hardship pushes up to 1,000

Nepalis into Russian Army

(rs) The involvement of Nepalis in the Russian military

has become a serious issue, with estimates suggesting

600 to 1,000 Nepalis, many arriving on student or

tourist visas, have joined Russia’s army since Moscow’s

invasion of Ukraine in February 2022. Driven by

economic hardship, many were lured by traffickers

promising military jobs for USD 1,500 to USD 2,500.

Despite Nepal’s legal prohibition against joining foreign

armies (except with specific treaties), desperation for

stable income pushes many to take these risks.

Reports indicate around 40 Nepalis have died in the

conflict, and the lack of proper training and language

skills puts them at great risk. Families of the deceased

have protested, demanding government action and

compensation. [The Kathmandu Post]

North Korea responds assertively to

Seoul’s showcasing of Hyunmoo-5 ballistic

missile at military parade

(bw) South Korea's Armed Forces Day ceremony on

October 1 featured the unveiling of the Hyunmoo-5

ballistic missile (see AiR No. 40, October/2024, 1), along

with a warning from President Yoon Suk Yeol to

Pyongyang against using nuclear weapons.

In his opening remarks, Yoon stated, "If North Korea

attempts to use nuclear weapons, it will face a

resolute, overwhelming response from our military

and the U.S. alliance. That day will see the end of the

North Korean regime." [Office of the President, South

Korea]

In response, North Korean leader Kim Jong-Un, during

a visit to a training base of the North's special

operations units, called Yoon a “puppet,” that “bragged

about overwhelming counteraction of military muscle

at the doorstep of a state possessing nuclear weapons,

which is a great irony and raises suspicions of him

being abnormal." [KCNA 1]

Kim Yo Jong, the sister of the North Korean leader,

added to her brother's statements in an official press
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release by the Korean Central News Agency: "The

confrontational outcry raised by Yoon Suk Yeol with

war fever is no more than the last-ditch scream of a

man at death's door. Even if he was obsessed with

bluffing, it was nothing more than an unfiltered display

of anxious and impatient psychology." [KCNA 2]

She further claimed that South Korea's Hyunmoo-5

missile, which carries an 8-ton warhead, is dwarfed by

the North's multiple rocket launcher, which possesses

"900 tons of explosive power in terms of the explosive

capacity of a conventional warhead."

However, this claim has been refuted by South Korea's

military, with the Joint Chiefs of Staff (JCS). [Korea

Times]

North Korea launches balloons of trash to

South Korea

(ac) North Korea is continuing launching trash balloons

toward South Korea, with the latest occurring on

October 7, just days after a similar incident, marking

the latest two of a total of 25 such incidents since May.

The South Korean Joint Chiefs of Staff warned that the

balloons could drift toward northern Gyeonggi

Province and the Seoul metropolitan area, advising

citizens to avoid contact due to potential hazards.

Since late May, North Korea has sent over 5,000

balloons across the border in 25 incidents, including

320 launched on October 4. South Korea's military has

vowed to take stern measures if the campaign

escalates or causes significant harm.

In response, South Korea has been broadcasting anti-

North Korean propaganda via loudspeakers along the

border since July but has refrained from shooting

down the balloons due to safety concerns. [Yonhap

News 1] [Yonhap News 2]

Six North Korean officers killed by

Ukrainian missile strike in Donetsk

(bw) According to Ukrainian intelligence, six North

Korean officers were among more than twenty soldiers

killed in a Ukrainian missile strike near Russian-

occupied Donetsk on October 3. Three others were

injured. [Kyiv Post]
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The Kremlin revealed that prior to the strike, the North

Korean officers were at the front in Donetsk to

exchange military expertise with their Russian

counterparts. [Telegram]

The presence of North Koreans was first reported by

the Center for National Resistance (CNR), which

disclosed Russia’s plan to bring North Korean citizens

into the occupied territories of Donetsk and Luhansk

for construction work. Ukraine’s Main Intelligence

Directorate (HUR) had also reported last year that a

small contingent of North Korean servicemen,

including engineering units, had arrived in the

temporarily occupied Ukrainian territories, signaling

active cooperation between the two nations.

This cooperation was solidified in June when North

Korean leader Kim Jong Un and Russian President

Vladimir Putin signed a defense pact, pledging military

assistance to each other in the event of an attack (see

AiR No. 26, June/2024, 4). Pyongyang later stated it

would send troops to Ukraine within a month. [Kyiv

Post 2] [CNR]

North Korea criticizes regional anti-

money laundering group after losing

observer status

(bw) North Korea has blasted a regional anti-money

laundering group for stripping it of an observer status,

stating the organization had become "a political tool"

of the United States. [Yonhap News]

At the Asia/Pacific Group on Money Laundering (APG)

general assembly held on September 24 in the United

Arab Emirates, a unanimous decision was reached to

remove North Korea as an observer due to its lack of

engagement and failure to fulfil obligations.

The APG serves as the Asia-Pacific arm of the Financial

Action Task Force (FATF). Its mission is to implement

international standards to combat money laundering,

terrorism financing, and the proliferation of weapons

of mass destruction. [Asia / Pacific Group]

Pyongyang condemned the decision as an “inevitable

result pursuant to the hostile policy of the U.S.

considering the independent and just sovereign states

as a thorn in its flesh.” [KCNA]
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Japan, Philippines air forces hold disaster

response drills in Cebu

(rv) The Philippine Air Force (PAF) and the Japan Air

Self-Defense Force (JASDF) have concluded the

"Doshin-Bayanihan 2024" exercises in Cebu, focusing

on humanitarian assistance and disaster response

(HADR). The exercises began on October 2 at Brig. Gen.

Benito N. Ebuen Air Base and concluded on October 6.

[Philippines News Agency]

Philippines, South Korea elevate ties to

‘strategic partnership’

(rv) The Philippines and South Korea have

strengthened their bilateral ties by signing six key

agreements during South Korean President Yoon Suk

Yeol's visit to Manila. The deals focus on maritime

cooperation, economic innovation, and a feasibility

study for rehabilitating the Bataan Nuclear Power

Plant. Other agreements include infrastructure

projects such as the Samar Coastal Road II, the Laguna

Lakeshore Road Network, and the Panay-Guimaras-

Negros Island Bridges, along with tourism and cultural

cooperation.

This visit, the first by a South Korean president since

2011, coincides with the 75th anniversary of diplomatic

relations between the two countries. Both President

Ferdinand R. Marcos Jr. and President Yoon agreed to

elevate the bilateral relationship to a "strategic

partnership," focusing on defense, security, economic

collaboration, and people-to-people exchanges. The

leaders also discussed regional issues, including

tensions in the West Philippine Sea and on the Korean

Peninsula.

Additionally, Philippine Speaker of the House Martin

Romualdez expressed Congress's support for the

strategic initiatives, highlighting South Korea's role in

defense modernization and economic cooperation,

particularly through the recently ratified Free Trade

Agreement. South Korea’s contributions to

infrastructure development, such as the feasibility

study for the Bataan Nuclear Power Plant, were also

emphasized as areas of ongoing cooperation. [Rappler]

[Philippine News Agency]

Pakistan emerges as key market for

Chinese photovoltaic companies
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(mra) Chinese photovoltaic (PV) exports to Pakistan

have surged as the country undergoes a significant

energy transformation amid ongoing power shortages

and damages to its power system due to recent floods.

In August 2024 alone, inverter exports from China to

Pakistan reached RMB 326 million (USD 45 million),

reflecting a 429 percent year-on-year growth. Pakistan

has become the second-largest export market for

Chinese PV products after Europe.

The shift to solar energy is driven by rising electricity

prices, dependence on coal imports, and issues in

Pakistan's traditional power sector, including circular

debt and slow network development. Pakistan's

natural conditions are highly favorable for solar

energy, with regions like Balochistan having high

annual photovoltaic output. Government policies also

support renewable energy growth, aiming for a 20

percent share by 2025 and 30 percent by 2030. [Daily

Times] [Radio Pakistan] [The Express Tribune]

Malaysian Prime Minister Ibrahim's visit

strengthens economic, trade, defense ties

with Pakistan

(tj) Malaysian Prime Minister Anwar Ibrahim concluded

a three-day state visit to Pakistan, during which he

emphasized Pakistan's potential as a gateway for

Malaysian companies to expand into Central and West

Asian markets. During his visit, both countries agreed

to open a Malaysian trade office in Karachi, and

Pakistan committed to exporting USD 200 million

worth of halal meat and 100,000 tons of basmati rice

annually to Malaysia.

The visit aimed to expand cooperation across various

sectors, including trade, connectivity, energy,

agriculture, tourism, education, and skilled labor.

Trade between Malaysia and Pakistan currently stands

at USD 1.4 billion, making Pakistan Malaysia's third-

largest trading partner in South Asia.

The leaders attended the Pakistan-Malaysia Business

Forum, held delegation-level talks, and witnessed the

signing of multiple agreements, including

Memorandums of Understanding (MoUs) for trade

cooperation and halal trade, as well as a cooperation

letter between the Pakistan Telecommunication

Authority and Malaysia's Multimedia Commission.

Additionally, an agreement was signed between

Pakistan's aviation ministry and AirAsia for four weekly

flights between the two countries. Ibrahim highlighted

Malaysia's need for skilled labor in IT, artificial
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intelligence, and semiconductors, identifying Pakistan

as a potential source. Follow-up discussions will be

held during a joint commission meeting in Kuala

Lumpur to ensure the swift implementation of these

agreements. [Arab News 1] [Arab News 2]

During the visit, Ibrahim was conferred Pakistan's

highest civilian award by President Asif Ali Zardari in

recognition of his advocacy for Islamic causes,

humanitarian efforts, and friendship with Pakistan. He

also met with Pakistan's Army Chief General Asim

Munir to discuss bilateral strategic interests and

defense cooperation, emphasizing the need to

strengthen military ties between the two countries.

[Arab News 3] [Dawn]

Indian top diplomat rules out bilateral

talks with Pakistan during SCO summit

(mra) Hopes for a diplomatic breakthrough between

India and Pakistan have been dashed after India’s

External Affairs Minister S Jaishankar ruled out bilateral

talks with Pakistan during his upcoming visit to

Islamabad for the Shanghai Cooperation Organization

(SCO) Summit on October 15-16. Jaishankar

emphasized that his visit would solely be for the

multilateral event, and not for discussing India-

Pakistan relations. This will be the first visit by a high-

ranking Indian official to Pakistan in nearly a decade,

following Sushma Swaraj's visit in 2015. [Al Jazeera]

[The Express Tribune] [Arab News]

Relations between India and Pakistan have been tense

since 2019, when India revoked Article 370, which

granted special autonomy to Kashmir. The two

countries, which have fought three wars, remain at

odds over the disputed Kashmir region. Last year,

Pakistan's former foreign minister Bilawal Bhutto-

Zardari attended an SCO meeting in India, but no

bilateral talks took place, with both sides using the

forum to criticize each other.

56 Pakistani prisoners repatriated from

Sri Lanka

(tf) A total of 56 Pakistani prisoners, comprising five

women and 51 men, have returned to Pakistan from

Sri Lanka after extensive diplomatic negotiations

between the two nations. This repatriation follows

agreements made during meetings in May and July

between Pakistan's Interior Minister Mohsin Naqvi and
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the Sri Lankan High Commissioner, Admiral (r)

Ravindra Chandrasiri Wijegunaratne, to facilitate the

return of prisoners who had been incarcerated in Sri

Lankan jails for several years.

Earlier this year, Pakistan's Senate Standing Committee

on Human Rights reported that approximately 23,456

Pakistani nationals were imprisoned abroad, primarily

in Gulf countries. The committee directed the foreign

ministry to formulate a long-awaited 'Uniform Consular

Protection Policy' within three months and seek

government approval for its implementation. [DAWN]

[Arab News]

United States on alert as Pakistan faces

allegations of mismanagement of USD 400

million loan

(mra/tf) The US government has acknowledged

allegations made by Pakistan Peoples' Party (PPP)

Chairman Bilawal Bhutto Zardari regarding the

mismanagement of USD 400 million in flood relief aid

intended for Pakistan. These funds, provided by the

World Bank, were meant to assist flood victims but are

alleged to have been redirected by the central

government for unrelated projects.

The allegations have heightened scrutiny over the

Pakistani government's handling of international aid,

especially amidst the country's ongoing economic crisis

and vulnerability to climate change, which has led to

extreme weather events and significant humanitarian

challenges. The situation complicates efforts for Prime

Minister Shehbaz Sharif's administration to secure

future aid and loans, as trust deficits emerge from

these allegations. [The Economic Times] [ANI]

[Hindustan Times]

Pakistan, Russia strengthen ties through

barter trade, economic collaboration, and

defense cooperation

(ja/lm) Pakistan and Russia have recently taken notable

steps to enhance their bilateral relations across

multiple sectors, including trade, energy, and defense.

These developments mark a growing partnership

between the two nations, which have historically

experienced strained ties during the Cold War but are

now actively building a cooperative relationship.
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A development in this renewed partnership involves

two agricultural companies from Russia and Pakistan

signing barter agreements aimed at boosting trade.

These barter deals are part of Russia's broader

strategy to navigate challenges posed by Western

sanctions after its invasion of Ukraine in February

2022, which have complicated international payments.

The barter mechanism allows Russia to bypass these

restrictions, reducing visibility over its trade activities,

especially with countries like Pakistan and China.

[DAWN]

This focus on economic collaboration continued during

the inaugural Pakistan-Russia Trade and Investment

Forum held in Moscow from October 1-3, 2024. During

the forum, Pakistan announced its goal of increasing

exports to Russia to USD 4 billion over the next five

years. The event, which included participation from

over 100 Russian companies and 70 Pakistani

businesspersons, provided a platform for both sides to

discuss expanding economic ties, addressing issues

such as business visas, logistics, transport, and

alternative payment mechanisms. [Arab News 1]

The forum is part of broader efforts by Pakistan and

Russia to strengthen their economic relationship,

which has seen progress in recent years with Pakistan

purchasing discounted Russian crude oil and receiving

its first shipment of liquefied petroleum gas (LPG) in

2023. Additionally, both nations are exploring new

trade routes through Central Asia and discussing

cooperation on gas pipelines and energy projects.

In parallel with economic developments, defense

cooperation between the two countries has also

grown. On October 4, Russia's Deputy Chief of General

Staff Sergey Yuryevich Istrakov met with Pakistan's

Chairman Joint Chiefs of Staff Committee General Sahir

Shamshad Mirza in Rawalpindi to review bilateral

defense cooperation. Both sides expressed satisfaction

with the progress made, marking a significant step

forward from their historically strained relationship.

[Arab News 3]

Pakistan’s interest in actively pursuing a long-term

partnership with Russia, especially in the areas of

defense, trade, and energy sectors, were further

underlined by Defense Minister Khawaja Muhammad

Asif during a meeting with Russian Ambassador Albert

P. Khorev. [Arab News 3]

Islamabad rejects Afghanistan’s

‘unacceptable, frivolous’ statement on

Pakistan’s political tensions
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(lm) Pakistan has rejected neighboring Afghanistan's

statement expressing concern over political tensions in

Islamabad following protests by the main opposition

party of jailed ex-Prime Minister Imran Khan. Kabul

had urged Pakistan to address its domestic issues

through dialogue, warning that the unrest could

impact regional stability. In response, Pakistan termed

Afghanistan's remarks as "unacceptable and frivolous"

interference in Pakistan's internal affairs, urging Kabul

to focus on its own domestic challenges, including

women's rights and militancy.

The relations between the two countries have been

strained since the Afghan Taliban took over Kabul in

August 2021. Pakistan blames Afghanistan for

sheltering Tehreek-e-Taliban Pakistan (TTP) militants

responsible for attacks in its northwestern province,

while Afghanistan denies these claims. Tensions

escalated in March 2024 when Pakistan conducted

airstrikes in Afghanistan, which Kabul said killed

civilians. Relations further deteriorated when Pakistan

began deporting undocumented Afghans, expelling

over 700,000 since last year. [Arab News]

Royal Saudi Air Force joins Sindh Shield

2024 exercise in Pakistan

(lm/ht) The Royal Saudi Air Force (RSAF) has joined the

multinational Shield of Sindh 2024 exercise in Pakistan,

hosted at Mushaf Air Base. The event involves air

forces from Saudi Arabia, Pakistan, Egypt, and Turkiye,

focusing on a comprehensive training scenario. [Arab

News]

Simultaneously, efforts to strengthen bilateral relations

between Pakistan and Saudi Arabia are gaining

momentum through cultural diplomacy. Pakistani

Ambassador to Saudi Arabia, Ahmad Farooq,

participated in a panel titled "Shared Voices: Literature

and Art as Bridges of Culture and Understanding" at

the Annual Riyadh Bookfair. He emphasized the

cultural similarities and historical ties between the two

nations, highlighting the importance of translating

fiction into Arabic and Urdu for better understanding.

Ambassador Ameena Seyyid also expressed her

enthusiasm for future collaborations with Saudi

publishing houses and author. [APP News]

South Korea to form strategic partnership

with Singapore next year
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(fi) South Korean President Yoon Suk Yeol has

announced plans for a strategic partnership between

South Korea and Singapore, set to be formalized in

2025, on the 50th anniversary of their diplomatic

relations. The partnership will focus on enhancing

collaboration in emerging sectors such as artificial

intelligence, startups, and judicial cooperation. A

significant aspect of the partnership is the signing of an

extradition treaty between the two nations, which aims

to strengthen judicial ties.

Additionally, an important agreement was signed

regarding liquefied natural gas (LNG), where South

Korea, a major importer of LNG, and Singapore, a key

LNG hub, will cooperate on LNG supplies. This includes

potential LNG swaps, joint purchases, and

collaboration to manage crises in the LNG supply

chain, contributing to international supply chain

stability.

Yoon's visit to Singapore is part of a broader diplomatic

effort in Southeast Asia, having already visited the

Philippines and preparing to attend a regional summit

in Laos with ASEAN and other Asian countries. In a

media interview, Yoon expressed South Korea’s

commitment to joint military exercises with ASEAN and

deeper cooperation in defense industries,

cybersecurity, and tackling transnational crime.

[Ministry of Foreign Affairs] [Reuters]

China’s envoy expects ties with Singapore

to strengthen under city-state's Prime

Minister Wong

(fi) Singapore-China relations are set to deepen under

Prime Minister Lawrence Wong’s leadership, with

renewed cooperation expected in areas such as green

development, the digital economy, healthcare, and

education. Chinese Ambassador to Singapore, Cao

Zhongming, highlighted that Wong's prior involvement

with China positions him well to advance ties. The

upcoming Joint Council for Bilateral Cooperation (JCBC)

meeting later this year is expected to yield "fruitful

results." [The Straits Times] [Chinese Embassy in

Singapore, in Chinese]

German Parliamentary State Secretary for

Defence makes working visit to Singapore

(fi/lm) German Parliamentary State Secretary for

Defence, Thomas Hitschler, visited Singapore from
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October 2 to 4. During his visit, he met with

Singapore's Senior Minister of State for Defence, Zaqy

Mohamad, to reaffirm strong defence relations

between Germany and Singapore. Both officials

exchanged views on geopolitical and security issues,

and Zaqy appreciated Germany's support for

Singapore's military training and cooperation, including

collaboration on the Republic of Singapore Navy's

Invincible-class submarine programme.

Hitschler also received briefings on Total Defence and

National Service. [MINDEF Singapore 1]

In related updates, Singapore's President Tharman

Shanmugaratnam awarded the Pingat Jasa Gemilang

(Tentera) or Meritorious Service Medal (Military)

[MSM(M)] to Vice Admiral (VADM) Jan Christian Kaack,

Chief of the German Navy. Ng Eng Hen, Defense

Minister, presented the award during an investiture at

the Ministry of Defense (MINDEF) on October 2

morning.

VADM Kaack was honored for his efforts to develop

defense connections between the German Navy and

the Republic of Singapore Navy, particularly his

support for the Type 218SG submarine program.

[MINDEF Singapore 2]

South Korea and US boost defense

capabilities

(ac) South Korea and the U.S. have reinforced their

defense capabilities through various initiatives in the

past week, including joint naval drills, cyber-defense

cooperation, and military equipment upgrades. The

two nations also agreed to deepen collaboration to

combat North Korean cyber theft and concluded the

2026-2030 defense cost-sharing agreement.

Joint naval exercise

On October 3, South Korea and the U.S. conducted a

two-day joint naval drill in the East Sea, off Pohang,

southeast of Seoul. The exercise involved four naval

amphibious assault ships, including South Korea's

ROKS Marado and the U.S. Navy's USS Boxer, which

can carry around 40 aircraft, including F-35B stealth

fighters. [Yonhap News 1]

Shipment of U.S. military equipment

The U.S. Army in South Korea announced the arrival of

the first shipment of equipment for a new rotational

https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-euhlidk-l-hlr/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-euhlidk-l-hly/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-euhlidk-l-hlj/


force, which includes Stryker combat vehicles. [Yonhap

News 2]

Agreement on combating North Korean cyber theft

South Korea and the U.S. agreed to enhance

cooperation in countering North Korea's cyber theft

activities. South Korea's deputy national security

adviser, Wang Yun-Jong, met with his U.S. counterpart,

Anne Neuberger, in Washington to discuss cyber

defense, internet security, and maritime cybersecurity.

Both officials also participated in the Counter

Ransomware Initiative (CRI) to address global

ransomware threats. [Yonhap News 3]

Defense Cost-Sharing agreement

Seoul and Washington finalized a new defense cost-

sharing agreement for 2026-2030, following five

months of negotiations. The deal sets an initial South

Korean contribution of KRW 1.5 trillion (USD 3.86

billion), an 8.3% increase over 2025. It also introduces

an annual growth cap of 5 percent on South Korea's

defense contribution and stipulates that funds for U.S.

asset maintenance must be used exclusively for assets

on the Korean Peninsula.

Although the current Special Measures Agreement

(SMA) is valid until the end of 2025, both sides felt

urgency to finalize the new deal ahead of a potential

second Trump administration. During Trump's tenure,

SMA negotiations strained the alliance, with demands

for a 400 percent increase in Seoul's contribution to

the cost of stationing 28,500 U.S. troops in South

Korea. [The Korea Herald] [CNN]

South Korean police seek arrest warrant

for North Korean defector attempting

border crossing in village bus

(bw) Police in Gyeonggi, South Korea, have applied for

an arrest warrant against a North Korean defector who

hijacked a bus and attempted to cross the border back

into North Korea. [Korea JoongAng Daily]

Having fled North Korea in 2011, he had been living in

Sillim-dong in Seoul's Gwanak District and working

temporary construction jobs in recent years. He stated

during the police investigation an intent to see the

family he left behind in North Korea and cited a

difficult life in the South. [Korea JoongAng Daily 2]

The Gyeonggi Bukbu Provincial Police Agency

announced that it had applied for an arrest warrant
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against the defector on charges of violating the

National Security Act, the Protection of Military Bases

and Installations Act, vehicle theft and driving without

a license.

South Korea, Poland secure deal on

unmanned aerial vehicle contract

(jb) As part of the Defense Acquisition Program

Administration (DAPA), South Korea has finalized the

deal to purchase Warmate drones which are

manufactured by WB Electronics, a defense company

based in Poland. This becomes the first time South

Korea has purchased drones from Poland and is part

of the offset agreement as Poland is a regular buyer

from South Korean defense systems. An advisor to WB

Group, John Bason, in an interview at the KADEX event

with Janes, which is an open-source intelligence

database and news organization, mentioned that DAPA

will be acquiring more than 100 Warmate-3 loitering

munitions from WB. [Janes]

The deal was sealed during the Korea Army

International Defense Exhibition (KADEX) which was a

5-day-long event held between October 2-6. The

drones are set to be delivered to South Korea in

November, indicating urgency amid North Korea’s

push for drone capabilities. [The EurAsian Times]

In the months preceding this exhibition, South Korean

defense ministry officials visited Poland to check on

the operations of the Polish army and the performance

of their unmanned aerial vehicles (see AiR No. 26,

June/2024, 4). [The Korea Times]

Outgoing Japanese envoy urges Sri Lanka

to leverage IMF reforms, combat

corruption

(aa) Japanese Ambassador to Sri Lanka, Mizukoshi

Hideaki, emphasized the importance of leveraging

external pressures, such as those from the

International Monetary Fund (IMF), to overcome Sri

Lanka's economic crisis. In a recent speech, he

highlighted lessons from Japan's history, such as

making reforms under foreign pressure during the

Meiji Restoration and post-World War II occupation. He

commended Sri Lanka for its progress under the IMF

program, including stabilizing inflation and GDP

growth, but warned that the country must focus on

building a competitive export industry to avoid a
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foreign currency shortage after lifting import

restrictions.

Ambassador Hideaki also stressed the importance of

fighting corruption to restore public trust and attract

foreign investment. He noted Japan's high ranking on

the global corruption index and encouraged Sri Lanka,

under its new leadership, to implement effective anti-

corruption measures.

As his term in Sri Lanka nears its end, Hideaki

expressed Japan's readiness to continue supporting Sri

Lanka's recovery and development through

cooperation and humanitarian assistance. He also

mentioned Japan’s resumption of 11 yen loan projects,

halted during Sri Lanka’s economic default, as a sign of

confidence in the country’s ongoing reforms. [The

Island]

Sri Lankan Ambassador meets Myanmar

ministers, discusses rescue efforts,

bilateral cooperation

(aa) Sri Lanka's Ambassador to Myanmar, Prabashini

Ponnamperuma, held separate meetings with

Myanmar's Deputy Prime Minister and Union Minister

for Foreign Affairs, U Than Swe, and Union Minister of

Home Affairs, Lt. Gen. Yar Pyae. The discussions

focused on rescuing Sri Lankans trapped in illegal scam

centers in Myawaddy and strengthening bilateral

relations. [Ministry of Foreign Affairs SL]

In a separate meeting with Myanmar's Union Minister

for Hotels and Tourism, Dr. Thet Thet Khine,

discussions revolved around enhancing religious and

cultural tourism, initiating direct flights, and

implementing Buddhist pilgrimage circuits across

Myanmar, Sri Lanka, India, and Nepal. [Global New

Light of Myanmar]

Sri Lanka, Netherlands initiate process to

repatriate second batch of colonial

artefacts

(sa) Sri Lanka and the Netherlands have begun the

process of repatriating a second batch of colonial-era

artefacts. This initiative follows a meeting between Sri

Lankan Ambassador Rekha Gunasekera and Dutch

Minister of Education, Culture, and Science, Eppo

Bruins, in The Hague.
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The repatriation process is seen as a goodwill gesture

and a step toward addressing historical wrongs and

strengthening cultural diplomacy between the two

nations. In 2023, six artefacts, including the Lewke

Canon and royal swords, were returned to Sri Lanka as

part of the first repatriation phase. [Daily Mirror]

Sri Lanka-Qatar Business Council,

National Chamber of Exporters sign MoU

(aa) The Qatar-Sri Lanka Business Council (QSBC) and

the National Chamber of Exporters (NCE) of Sri Lanka

signed a Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) aimed

at strengthening trade and investment between the

two nations. At the signing ceremony, Sri Lankan

Ambassador to Qatar, Mohamed Mafaz Mohideen,

highlighted the MOU as a crucial step in fostering

bilateral business relations. QSBC President John

Prasad called the agreement a significant milestone,

while NCE CEO Shiham Marikar emphasized

collaboration through joint programs to further

enhance trade relations. [Ministry of Foreign Affairs SL]

Taiwan demands US investigation into

overpriced RTX defense purchases

(dql) Taiwan has called on the US to thoroughly

investigate all defense procurement deals involving US

defense contractor RTX to identify potential instances

of price gouging. This request for scrutiny comes after

it has been revealed that RTX engaged in overpricing,

affecting Taiwan among other buyers.

During a legislative hearing, Defense Minister

Wellington Koo acknowledged that Taiwan lacks the

capability and experience to independently audit arms

sales for overpricing. He stated that the ministry can

only compare procurement prices with those paid by

other governments for similar systems.

Koo emphasized that Taiwan's arms deals are

conducted through the U.S. Foreign Military Sales

(FMS) program, which establishes a government-to-

government framework. This means the U.S.

government bears full responsibility for these

contracts. He also noted that the U.S. is a victim in the

RTX overpricing scandal.

Earlier this year, a U.S. federal audit revealed RTX's

price gouging in foreign military sales, leading to

substantial losses for allied nations. Following a
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Department of Justice investigation, RTX agreed to pay

USD 1.24 billion in restitution for inflated prices.

Taiwan was overcharged by approximately USD 250

million for two procurement deals: a radar system in

2013 and a Patriot missile system in 2017, which are

crucial for Taiwan's air defense. Given Taiwan's

extensive procurement history with RTX, concerns

about additional overcharging incidents have emerged.

[Focus Taiwan]

Taiwan’s Chungshan Institute of Science

and Technology soon to manufacture US

missiles

(am) Taiwan’s Chungshan Institute of Science and

Technology is soon to be certified in manufacturing

additional American Stinger missiles. The Institute is a

state-owned corporation closely affiliated with the

Ministry of National Defence.

A team of experts from America will soon be sent to

Taiwan to assess the Institute’s manufacturing

capabilities and information security.

Taiwan’s Ministry of Defence announced it ordered

2,485 Stinger missiles from Washington. These will be

used as mobile weapons to counter Chinese air power

and drones. The missiles will likely be issued primarily

to military and coast guard garrisons in the Pratas or

Spratly Islands. [Taiwan News]

The Ministry did not confirm or deny reports that some

missiles were already delivered in a recent security

package. The Stinger missile is a single-soldier

operable surface-to-air missile that can hit aircraft at a

range of up to 4.8km. [Taipei Times]

Taiwanese President meets with German

Marshall Fund advisor

(hs) President Lai Ching-te of Taiwan has met with a

delegation from the German Marshall Fund (GMF), led

by Senior Advisor Heather A. Conley, amid escalating

threats from China.

In his remarks on October 4, Lai reaffirmed Taiwan's

commitment to bolstering its national defense through

increased budget allocations and the establishment of

the Whole-of-Society Defense Resilience Committee,
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which aims to mobilize national resources to safeguard

security and democracy.

The discussions also emphasized strengthening

economic ties with the United States and the European

Union, with Lai expressing optimism about resolving

double taxation issues with the U.S. to facilitate trade.

He also highlighted hopes to sign a bilateral

investment agreement with the EU. [DW]

Conley, for his part, commended Taiwan's proactive

measures and noted the importance of collaborating

with international partners to address complex

challenges posed by authoritarian expansionism.

[Office of the President, Taiwan]

Taiwan’s EU Ambassador and EU Foreign

Affairs Committee member meeting

(hs) Arkadiusz Mularczyk, Member of the European

Parliament and member of the European Parliament’s

Foreign Affairs Committee, met with Roy Chun Lee, the

Ambassador of Taiwan to the European Union on

October 1, in Brussels.

Mularczyk said the discussion was important for

strengthening relations between the European Union

and Taiwan, focusing on future cooperation in areas

such as trade, technology, and security. He

emphasized his commitment to enhancing ties with

Taiwan, drawing on his experience as a former

member of the Polish-Taiwanese parliamentary group

in the Polish Sejm. Mularczyk expressed gratitude for

the productive meeting, highlighting the importance of

collaboration amid evolving geopolitical dynamics. [X]

This meeting aligns with Taiwan's broader efforts to

maintain strong financial and political ties with the

West as a strategy to counter China's increasing

influence and assertiveness in the region.

Former Taiwanese President Tsai to visit

Czech Republic

(dql) Former President Tsai Ing-wen is set to travel to

the Czech Republic later this week for an eight-day

visit, marking her first international trip since leaving

office in May.

According to reports, Tsai will speak at the “Forum

2000”. Forum 2000 is a foundation and conference of

the same name held in Prague, jointly initiated in 1996
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by then Czech President Václav Havel, Japanese

philanthropist Yohei Sasakawa, and Nobel Peace Prize

laureate Elie Wiesel. Forum 2000 aims to provide a

platform to enhance global dialogue to promote

democracy, human rights, and civil society

development. Tsai’ trip will also include visits to two

other unnamed European countries. [Focus Taiwan]

Analysts view the visit to the Czech Republic as

sensitive for a senior politician who Beijing has

repeatedly called as "separatist". The Czech Republic

has no official diplomatic ties with Taiwan. However,

two sides have moved closer as Beijing ramps up

military threats against the island and Taipei seeks new

deepen cooperation with nations in Eastern and

Central Europe. [Reuters] [Nikkei Asia] [VoA]

Taiwan-Italy friendship caucus

inaugurated

(hs) Democratic Progressive Party (DPP) Legislator

Wang Ting-yu highlighted the strengthening ties

between Taiwan and Italy as the legislature

inaugurated an interparliamentary friendship caucus

on October 1.

Wang noted that Taiwan and Italy have made

significant strides in trade, culture, and technology

cooperation, rooted in trust. He cited Taiwan’s

donation of 50,000 masks and 30 ventilators to Italy

during the COVID-19 pandemic as a demonstration of

solidarity.

Taiwan is the world’s eighth-largest importer of Italian

machine tools and aims to enhance economic

cooperation in semiconductors, with Taiwanese

investments in Italy nearing USD 4.5 billion since 2020.

Italy's plan to develop its domestic chip industry,

supported by USD 11.1 billion in subsidies is expected

to bolster bilateral technological exchanges. This

includes Rome’s investment of USD 111.24 million in

GlobalWafers Co’s proposed 12-inch chip plant.

Wang also noted Italy’s support for Taiwan’s global

ambitions, including backing its participation in UN

organizations such as the WHO. At the G7 Summit,

Italy emphasized the importance of peace and stability

in the Taiwan Strait, coinciding with the participation of

its ITS Cavour strike group in the Rim of the Pacific

Exercise.

Marco Lombardi, representative of the Italian

Economic, Trade and Cultural Promotion Office,

expressed optimism about increased collaboration in
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semiconductor education, as more Italians are coming

to Taiwan to study in related fields. [Taipei Times]

Taiwan’s deputy foreign minister meets

with Vatican envoy

(am) Taiwan’s Deputy Foreign Minister Tien Chung-

kwang met with papal envoy Cardinal John Tong Hon

of Hong Kong at an event in Kaohsiung on October 5

on the occasion of the 5th Eucharistic Congress in

Taiwan.

Following the meeting, Tien stated that Taiwan and the

Vatican would intensify their cooperation on

humanitarian work. [Taiwan News]

The Vatican is the sole European state that has formal

diplomatic relations with Taiwan.

Taiwan’s deputy economics minister

attends Indian summit

(am) Taiwanese Deputy Economics Minister Chen

Chern-chyi travelled to New Delhi last week to attend a

bilateral CEO forum and industrial collaboration

summit. 34 companies and 55 representatives

attended the conference with their Indian

counterparts. Topics discussed include drone

operating, 5G integration, electronic product recycling

and tax concessions.

Agreements were also reached between Taiwan and

India regarding equipping the latter with 5G systems in

the near future. [Taiwan News]

Missing Taiwanese held for fraud in China

(am) A young Taiwanese man who disappeared after

arriving in China earlier in August is now under arrest

in China for fraud. 22-year-old Kuo Yu-hsuan is being

kept currently at Tianjin. [Taiwan News]

Relatives have said Yu-hsuan had notified them of his

safe arrival in Shanghai on August 27, but nothing was

heard thereafter. He had planned to travel to Anhui

province. A month after the disappearance China’s

Taiwan Affairs office reported he was being

investigated for fraud. Nonetheless, he is barred from
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contacting the outside world, meaning his relatives are

unable to visit him in Tianjin.

Due to Chinese regulations, information regarding Yu-

hsuan’s arrest will only be made public once the

investigation is complete and charges are filed.

Taiwanese arrested for fraud in the

Philippines

(am) Two Taiwanese nationals were arrested in the

Philippines on October 3 under suspicion of being

engaged in an illegal fraud ring. They reportedly face

charges of illegal gambling, fraud operations, and

violating Phillipe employment and immigration law.

More than 250 people were arrested under allegations

of being involved with this fraud ring, operating out of

offices belonging to a business named 3D Analyzer

Information Technologies. [Taiwan News]

Myanmar rebel group refuses to reopen

highway to Thailand

(msz/bk) The Karen National Union (KNU), a key ethnic

armed group operating in Myanmar's Karen State, has

refused to reopen a critical segment of the Asian

Highway, citing significant security concerns about

potential military advances by the Myanmar junta. This

stretch of road has remained closed for over a year

following KNU attacks in December 2023 and is vital

for connecting the border town of Myawaddy to Tamu

in Sagaing Region on the Myanmar-India border.

Despite appeals from the Myanmar military junta and

Thai authorities to resume operations, KNU leaders

contend that reopening the highway could facilitate

military movements towards Myawaddy, thus

endangering local communities. A meeting held in

September involving KNU leaders and allied groups,

including the Karen State Border Guard Force (BGF)

and the Democratic Karen Benevolent Army (DKBA),

reaffirmed this position.

The prolonged closure has forced civilians to rely on

alternative routes, which impose high tolls levied by

various armed groups, leading to increased

transportation costs. [Bangkok Post] [The Irrawaddy]

Meanwhile, Thailand is facing a significant rise in illegal

drug trafficking from conflict-stricken Myanmar,

particularly methamphetamines and heroin. In the first
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eight and a half months of 2024, methamphetamine

tablet seizures in northern Thailand surged by 172

percent compared to all of 2023, totaling 346 million

pills. Crystal meth seizures increased by 39 percent to

6.48 tons, while heroin seizures nearly tripled, reaching

327 kilograms. Despite these increases, the street price

of meth pills has dropped, indicating that a large

volume of drugs continues to enter the market.

According to Apikit Ch.Rojprasert, deputy secretary-

general of the Office of the Narcotics Control Board

(ONCB), the northern region remains a primary

trafficking route, with organized crime networks

collaborating with militias to create "super labs" in

Myanmar's Shan and Kachin States. [Bangkok Post]

Thai Prime Minister Paetongtarn

strengthens bilateral ties with Kuwait,

Tajikistan leaders

(acs) Thai Prime Minister Paetongtarn Shinawatra met

with His Highness Sheikh Sabah Khaled Al-Hamad Al-

Sabah, Crown Prince of Kuwait, to discuss enhancing

bilateral cooperation. The Crown Prince emphasized

the long-standing 61-year diplomatic relations and

noted Kuwaiti interest in Thailand's health tourism and

the need for skilled Thai workers.

Prime Minister Paetongtarn highlighted health sector

collaboration and offered Thailand as a food supply

hub to address Kuwait's food security. She invited

Kuwaiti investors to explore opportunities in Thailand

and both sides expressed a desire to increase high-

level exchanges.

Additionally, Prime Minister Paetongtarn held talks

with President Emomali Rahmon of Tajikistan, who

congratulated her and praised Thailand's landscapes

and hospitality based on his past visits.  [National

News Bureau of Thailand]

Thai Prime Minister Paetongtarn meets

with Qatari Prime Minister, Emir

(acs) Thai Prime Minister Paetongtarn Shinawatra met

with Qatari Prime Minister Sheikh Mohammed bin

Abdulrahman bin Jassim Al-Thani to discuss expanding

economic cooperation, particularly in technology and

education. During their discussions, they emphasized

the importance of developing artificial intelligence (AI)

applications. Paetongtarn highlighted Thailand’s
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strengths as a food supply hub, which was well-

received.

Later, she met with Emir Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad Al-

Thani, who offered condolences for recent flooding in

Thailand and acknowledged the strong bilateral

relationship. Both leaders reaffirmed their

commitment to collaboration in various sectors,

including workforce development and soft power

initiatives. [National News Bureau of Thailand]

Timor-Leste, Macau formalize twinning

agreement to enhance bilateral

cooperation

(lm) The Government of Timor-Leste and the Macau

Special Administrative Region (MSAR) signed a twinning

agreement on September 26, aimed at enhancing

cooperation in areas such as economy, trade, tourism,

education, and culture. The agreement was formalized

by Timor-Leste's Minister of State Administration,

Tomás do Rosário Cabral, and Macau's Chief Executive,

Ho Iat Seng, during a ceremony at the MSAR

Government Headquarters.

This partnership seeks to leverage development

opportunities presented by initiatives like China's One

Belt, One Road and aims to foster a lasting relationship

that benefits both cities. [Government of Timor-Leste]

Timor-Leste to sign Strategic Cooperation

Program with Portugal for period 2024-

2028

(lm) Timor-Leste and Portugal have established a

Strategic Cooperation Program for 2024 to 2028,

aimed at enhancing bilateral relations in key areas.

Approved by the Timorese Council of Ministers on

October 2, the program focuses on five priority areas:

Human Development, Rule of Law and Good

Governance, Public Administration and Economy,

Youth and Employment, and Oceans and

Sustainability. The initiative includes an indicative

budget of EUR 75 million (approximately USD 82

million) to support various development projects,

including improvements in education, health, and

governance.

Additionally, the program includes the REVIVE initiative,

which seeks to recover and modernize 14 historic

properties in Timor-Leste, transforming them into
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economic assets for local communities, particularly in

tourism. Further agreements were presented to

enhance infrastructure development in sectors like civil

engineering, transportation, and energy.

The Prime Minister of Timor-Leste, Kay Rala Xanana

Gusmao, will sign these agreements during his official

visit to Portugal from October 12 to 18. [Government

of Timor-Leste]

Timor-Leste's President Ramos-Horta

commences private visit to Australia

(mu) Timor-Leste's President J. Ramos-Horta has

embarked on a private visit to Australia. During his trip,

the president will engage in high-level meetings,

deliver public addresses, and participate in academic

events across Sydney, Canberra, Hobart, and

Melbourne. This visit coincides with the 25th

anniversary of INTERFET (International Force East

Timor), an Australian-led peacekeeping mission that

played a crucial role in supporting Timor-Leste's

transition to independence. [President Office of Timor-

Leste]

Timor-Leste Vice Minister visits Cape

Verde to strengthen interparliamentary

ties

(mu) During an official visit to Cape Verde, Timor-

Leste's Vice Minister for Parliamentary Affairs, Adérito

Hugo da Costa, discussed strengthening bilateral

relations with Cape Verdean officials. He met with

Minister Janine Lélis, focusing on enhancing

parliamentary cooperation and sharing governance

practices. Both leaders emphasized their commitment

to sustainable development and transparency within

the Community of Portuguese-Speaking Countries

(CPLP).

Da Costa also met with the President of the National

Assembly, Austelino Correia, reinforcing the

importance of dialogue and democracy. His agenda

included a visit to the Information Society Operational

Centre (NOSI) to explore digital transformation

solutions, along with cultural activities to strengthen

ties between the two nations. [Government of Timor-

Leste, in Portuguese] [Tatoli, in Indonesian]
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Vietnam’s Hai Phong, Japan’s Kitakyushu

cities collaborate to forge technological

synergy

(cc) On October 2, enterprises from Hai Phong,

Vietnam, and Kitakyushu, Japan, participated in a

technology supply-demand connection event. The

session, organized by the Hai Phong Department of

Science and Technology and various Japanese entities,

was part of the celebration of the 10th anniversary of

the cities' friendship and cooperation.

The event aimed to help Vietnamese businesses access

advanced technologies to improve their

competitiveness, join global production chains, and

explore potential partnerships with Japanese firms.

Japanese companies presented technological

innovations in circular recycling, green energy,

automation, and preservation technology. The event

also included plans for Japanese firms to visit

Vietnamese businesses for consultations.

Japan ranks third in the number of investment projects

in Hai Phong, with a total of 144 projects valued at

nearly USD 7.1 billion by the first quarter of 2024.

[baoquocte.vn] [VietBao] [Vietnam News]

US tech giants encounter human rights

issues regarding their investments in

Vietnam

(wn) US tech giants Meta and Google are facing human

rights concerns over their investments in Vietnam,

particularly regarding the country's strict control of

online expression.

Meta recently announced plans to manufacture virtual

reality headsets in Vietnam, creating 1,000 jobs, but

has not commented on whether it addressed

Vietnam’s crackdown on freedom of speech during

discussions with the country's leaders. Vietnam, which

has over 75 million Facebook users, has jailed citizens

for expressing dissent on social media platforms,

raising concerns about Meta's commitment to human

rights.

Similarly, Google is reportedly planning major

investments in data centers in Southeast Asia,

including a possible project in Vietnam, but has not

addressed the country’s imprisonment of YouTube

users critical of the government.

https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-euhlidk-l-htt/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-euhlidk-l-hti/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-euhlidk-l-htd/


Critics, including rights groups like Asia Human Rights

and Labor Advocates, have condemned Meta and

Google for prioritizing business interests over human

rights. They warn that Vietnam’s government may

leverage these investments to further suppress dissent

online, with expectations that companies like Meta will

comply with the government's demands to remove

critical content. [Radio Free Asia]

Vietnamese, Irish leaders seek ways to

strengthen relations in trade, digital

transformation, education

(wn) Vietnamese President To Lam and Irish Prime

Minister Simon Harris met in Dublin on October 3 to

discuss enhancing relations between Vietnam and

Ireland. They agreed to deepen cooperation in several

areas, including trade, digital transformation,

education, and sustainable agriculture. A key

achievement of the meeting was the signing of a

strategic partnership agreement on higher education,

furthering collaboration in education and training.

Vietnam and Ireland have seen growing trade, with

bilateral trade reaching USD 3.5 billion in 2023. Both

leaders emphasized the need to maximize the

potential of the EU-Vietnam Free Trade Agreement and

strengthen ties in digital transformation, renewable

energy, and high-tech agriculture.

The two countries also issued a joint statement

reiterating their commitment to peaceful dispute

resolution, international law, and cooperation at

regional and global forums, including the United

Nations and ASEAN-EU platforms.

Additionally, various agreements were signed,

including a memorandum of understanding on trade,

energy cooperation, and food system transformation,

signaling further collaboration in socio-economic

development, especially in remote areas. [Vietnam

News]

Vietnam upgrades ties with France to

Comprehensive Strategic Partnership

(wn) Vietnam and France have upgraded their

diplomatic relations to a Comprehensive Strategic

Partnership, marking the highest level of bilateral ties

between the two countries. This move, formalized

during a meeting between Vietnamese President and
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Communist Party General Secretary To Lam and

French President Emmanuel Macron in Paris, makes

France the first European Union country to reach this

partnership status with Vietnam.

The agreement underscores Vietnam's growing

strategic role in global supply chains and its foreign

policy goal of diversifying international relations. Lam’s

visit to France, the first by a Vietnamese head of state

in over two decades, aligns with Vietnam's broader

strategy to deepen its ties with key global partners.

Discussions between Lam and Macron focused on

boosting cooperation in areas such as aerospace,

artificial intelligence, transport infrastructure, and

clean energy. They also addressed bilateral trade,

which reached USD 4.8 billion in 2023, and ongoing

projects like the Nhan-Hanoi Station Urban Railway.

Both countries plan to enhance security cooperation,

with agreements to hold a Strategic Security and

Defense Dialogue and expand military training

collaboration. Additionally, Vietnam is seeking France's

support in persuading the EU to lift a "yellow card"

warning on its seafood exports due to issues related to

illegal fishing. [Vietnam Plus] [VN Economy] [Reuters]

[Radio Free Asia]
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Upcoming online events

10 October 2024 @ 13:00 - 14:00 p.m., (GMT -4), Cato

Institute, USA

Government Surveillance and Journalism:

The Threat Landscape
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This panel will discuss the threats posed by

government surveillance to journalists and news

organizations. It will examine the implications of the

Julian Assange case and explore protective measures

for journalists and their sources in democratic

societies. 

For more information, visit [Cato Institute].

10 October 2024 @ 6:15 p.m. - 7:15 p.m., (GMT +10),

Barton, Australia

Launch of the 2024 Asia Power Index: Will

China Gain Uncontested Primacy in Asia?

This event will launch the 2024 Asia Power Index,

assessing the distribution of power among 27

countries in Asia. Experts will discuss whether China’s

influence is unassailable or whether the Indo-Pacific is

shifting towards multipolarity.

For more information, visit [Lowy Institute].

10 October 2024 @ 15:00 - 17:20 p.m., (GMT +2), DIIS,

Denmark

Geopolitics in Outer Space

Recent events have spotlighted the so-called second

space age, which has rendered outer space

increasingly congested, competitive, and contested.

This seminar explores what is new about this new

space age.

For more information, visit [DIIS].

10 October 2024 @ 12:00 p.m., (GMT -4), Stanford

FSI, USA

When Left Moves Right: The Decline of the

Left and the Rise of the Populist Right

The book traces the decline of the left and rise of the

populist right in postcommunist Europe, using cross-

country data and case studies. It highlights parallels

between Western and Eastern Europe and offers policy

recommendations for curtailing populism.

For more information, visit [Stanford FSI].
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10 October 2024 @ 15:30 - 17:00 p.m., (GMT -7),

Stanford FSI, USA

Upstart: How China Became a Great

Power | Oriana Mastro

This event provides insights into the rise of China as a

great power over the past 25 years, offering policy

recommendations on how the United States can

maintain a competitive edge in this era of great power

competition.

For more information, visit [Stanford FSI].

10 October 2024 @ 14:30 p.m., (GMT +2), Istituto

Affari Internazionali, Italy

Unpacking the issue of refugees’ return to

Syria

The event will reflect on the current challenges facing

the Syrian refugees’ prospects of return, offering

recommendations for achieving durable solutions to

the situation. Participants include women mediators,

UN and NGO practitioners, researchers, and public

institution members.

For more information, visit [Istituto Affari

Internazionali].

10 October 2024 @ 09:00 a.m, (GMT -4), USIP, USA

3rd Annual Dialogue on War Legacies and

Peace in Vietnam, Laos and Cambodia

This event brings together experts to discuss war

legacy issues and U.S. relations with Vietnam, Laos,

and Cambodia. It will feature a two-part livestream

covering government and non-governmental efforts to

resolve these legacies.

For more information, visit [USIP].

10 October 2024 @ 10:00 - 11:00 a.m., (GMT -4), CSIS,

USA
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Counterintelligence 2.0: A Fireside

Conversation with NCSC Director Michael

Casey

This event will discuss the new National

Counterintelligence Strategy, focusing on expanded

threats from foreign actors, particularly China, and

how private industries can protect themselves.

For more information, visit [CSIS].

10 October 2024 @ 10:00 - 11:30 a.m., (GMT -4), CSIS,

USA

Resilience at Scale: A New Paradigm for

Infrastructure Investments

This event will explore how U.S. government

investments can support climate-resilient

infrastructure in developing countries. The event also

marks the launch of the report “Resilience at Scale: A

Systems Approach to Climate-Resilient Infrastructure

Planning.”

For more information, visit [CSIS].

10 October 2024 @ 10:00 - 11:00 a.m., (GMT +8),

ISEAS – Yusof Ishak Institute, Singapore

Sputnik News and the Russian

Disinformation Campaign in Vietnam

This webinar examines Russian disinformation tactics

in Vietnam, focusing on Sputnik’s influence and the

social media response from Vietnamese citizens to the

war in Ukraine.

For more information, visit [ISEAS].

10 October 2024 @ 13:00 - 13:45 p.m., (GMT -4),

Carnegie Endowment for International Peace, USA

Israel and Iran at War?

This event discusses the increased possibility of a

multi-front war between Israel and Iran. Experts will

explore how the current conflict might escalate and

the implications for the broader Middle East region.
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For more information, visit [Carnegie Endowment for

International Peace].

10 October 2024 @ 13:00 - 13:45 p.m., (GMT -4),

Wilson Center, USA

Dr. Sadek Wahba on How Infrastructure

Public Private Partnerships Can

Reinvigorate America

Dr. Wahba will provide insights into the current state of

U.S. infrastructure and the importance of private

sector involvement in overcoming investment and

management challenges in infrastructure

development.

For more information, visit [Wilson Center].

10 October 2024 @ 17:30 - 18:30 p.m., (GMT -4),

Wilson Center, USA

Book Talk | The Good Allies

Join war historian Tim Cook for a discussion on his

book "The Good Allies," which explores the U.S.-

Canada alliance during World War II and the role of

military cooperation in defeating the Axis powers.

For more information, visit [Wilson Center].

10 October 2024 @ 11:15 a.m., (GMT -4), Atlantic

Council, USA

Elections 2024: Sen. Mark Warner on the

Global Risks Facing the Next President

Senator Mark Warner will discuss the global risks and

opportunities awaiting the next U.S. president and the

role Congress will play in shaping U.S. foreign policy, as

part of the Atlantic Council’s election-year event series.

For more information, visit [Atlantic Council].

11 October 2024 @ 9:00 - 10:00 a.m., (GMT -4),

Brookings Institution, USA
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The International Aid Architecture:

Addressing Development Challenges in

Fragile and Conflict-Affected Areas

This panel will address development challenges in

fragile and conflict-affected areas, featuring key

insights from experts on the international aid

architecture, including the Prime Minister of Haiti and

representatives from the World Bank.

For more information, visit [Brookings Institution].

11 October 2024 @ 13:00 - 14:00 p.m. (GMT -4),

Brookings Institution, USA

Race in the 2024 Election

This discussion will explore how race and racial politics

are affecting the 2024 U.S. elections. Experts will focus

on the impacts of racialized narratives, including those

targeting immigrants and other minority groups, and

their political implications.

For more information, visit [Brookings Institution].

11 October 2024 @ 10:00 - 11:30 a.m., (GMT +8),

ISEAS – Yusof Ishak Institute, Singapore

Thailand’s 2024 Military and Police

Reshuffles: What do They Mean?

Dr. Paul Chambers will explore the recent military and

police reshuffles in Thailand, analyzing the new

appointees and the potential impact on civil-military

relations and future military intervention in politics.

For more information, visit [ISEAS].

11 October 2024 @ 14:30 - 15:00 p.m., (GMT -4), CSIS,

USA

U.S.-India Cooperation for Minerals

Security: A Fireside Conversation with

Geoffrey R. Pyatt

Ambassador Pyatt, Assistant Secretary for Energy

Resources, will discuss the importance of U.S.-India

cooperation in securing critical minerals, a key element

in the global energy transition.
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For more information, visit [CSIS].

11 October 2024 @ 10:00 a.m. - 11:00 a.m., (GMT +2),

European Policy Centre, Brussels, Belgium

Greek-Turkish Relations: Where Does

Public Opinion Stand?

This event will bring together experts to discuss the

evolving dynamics between Greece and Turkey. The

session will delve into public opinion on both sides and

explore the future trajectory of Greek-Turkish

relations.

For more information, visit [ELIAMEP].

14 October 2024 @ 15:00 - 16:30 p.m., (GMT +8),

ISEAS Myanmar Studies Programme, Singapore

Myanmar’s Humanitarian Needs and

Challenges in 2024

ISEAS Myanmar Studies Programme invites two expert

researchers to discuss Myanmar’s humanitarian needs

and challenges in the post-2021 coup environment.

Various communities in Myanmar face different coping

strategies as conflict escalates, causing displacement

and complex humanitarian challenges.

For more information, visit [ISEAS Myanmar Studies

Programme].

14 October 2024 @ 17:30 - 19:00 p.m., (GMT -4),

Brookings Institution, USA

The Future of America’s International

Alliances and Partnerships: What’s at

Stake in the 2024 Election

This event will discuss America’s role in the world and

the future of its international alliances, featuring

perspectives from experts on how best to collaborate

with global partners in managing key challenges.

For more information, visit [Brookings Institution].
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15 October 2024 @ 9:00 - 10:00 a.m., (GMT +1),

Chatham House, UK

A World in Transition and the Future of

the Global Workforce

This event, in partnership with EY, will analyze how

migration, technology, sustainability, and global

economic trends will shape the future global workforce

and the broader world in the years ahead.

For more information, visit [Chatham House].

15 October 2024 @ 3:00 p.m. - 4:00 p.m., (GMT -4),

Center for a New American Security, USA

Fireside Chat with General Charles A.

Flynn, Commanding General, U.S. Army

Pacific

This virtual fireside chat will discuss the U.S. Army

Pacific’s role in ensuring a "Free and Open Indo-Pacific"

amid growing competition with China. General Flynn

will explore how the U.S. Army projects power into the

region, works with allies and partners, and strengthens

the Joint Force to deter adversaries.

For more information, visit [Center for a New American

Security].

15 October 2024 @ 11:00 a.m. - 12:30 p.m., (GMT +2),

Bruegel, Belgium

Unlocking Trillions of Climate Finance at

COP29: A New Quantified Goal of Climate

Finance

This event will address how climate finance can

support decarbonization in emerging economies and

within the EU. Policymakers will explore the economic

case for scaled-up climate finance ahead of COP29,

focusing on setting a new quantified goal of climate

finance and the benefits for advanced economies.

For more information, visit [Bruegel].

15 October 2024 @ 9:00 a.m. - 10:30 a.m., (GMT +1),

Principles for Peace Foundation and DCAF,

Switzerland
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Rebuilding Trust, Security, and

Reconciliation: From Conflict to Cohesion

This event will explore Somalia’s progress from military

victories to fostering reconciliation among

communities. Panelists will discuss the role of security

sectors in building trust, as well as future steps in

reconciliation and how the international community

can support Somalia’s development.

For more information, visit [Geneva Peace Week].

15 October 2024 @ 11:00 a.m. - 12:30 p.m., (GMT +3),

DCAF – Geneva Centre for Security Sector

Governance, Qatar

Local Actors as Peace Influencers: SSG/R’s

Role in Peacebuilding in the MENA Region

DCAF will offer insights on how local actors in Yemen,

Libya, and Palestine influence peace processes

through Security Sector Governance/Reform (SSG/R).

The session will feature cross-country perspectives on

how these actors contribute to peacebuilding in the

MENA region.

For more information, visit [Geneva Peace Week].

15 October 2024 @ 1:00 p.m. - 2:30 p.m., (GMT +1),

Geneva Centre for Security Policy, Switzerland

Implementing the Pact: Advancing New

Options and Models for Future Peace

Missions

This interactive panel discussion will reflect on the

outcomes of the Summit of the Future and recent

operational developments. The panel will explore new

models for peacebuilding and how to adapt peace

missions to an increasingly unstable world.

For more information, visit [Geneva Peace Week].

15 October 2024 @ 17:00 - 17:45 p.m., (GMT -4), CSIS,

USA

Book Event: ‘The War for Ukraine:

Strategy and Adaptation Under Fire’ with
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Mick Ryan

This virtual event features Mick Ryan, a retired

Australian Army major general, discussing his new

book on military strategy and adaptation during the

war in Ukraine, alongside other experts in a panel

discussion.

For more information, visit [CSIS].

15 October 2024 @ 09:00 - 11:00 a.m., (GMT -4), CSIS,

USA

Employing “Non-Peaceful” Means Against

Taiwan: The Implications of China’s Anti-

Secession Law

This conference gathers experts to analyze China’s

legal warfare against Taiwan, focusing on the

implications of its Anti-Secession Law (ASL) and how

the international community should respond.

For more information, visit [CSIS].

15 October 2024 @ 12:00 p.m., (GMT -4), Atlantic

Council, USA

Entrepreneurship and Innovation: How

Saudi Women Are Leading the Way

The Atlantic Council’s WIn Fellowship will host a

roundtable discussion to tackle recent developments

and policy initiatives, key sectors where Saudi women

are making strides, the role of digital platforms in

empowering female entrepreneurs, and predictions for

the future of women entrepreneurship in Saudi Arabia.

For more information, visit [Atlantic Council].

15 October 2024 @ 09:00 a.m., (GMT -4), Atlantic

Council, USA

The Trajectory of Iraq’s Recovery,

Development, and Global Partnerships

This year’s focus includes the advancement of the

energy sector, the Iraqi government’s efforts toward

sustainable economic diversification, and the evolving

trajectory of US-Iraqi relations. Participants will explore
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how Iraq, the United States, and the international

community can engage with Iraq as it navigates its

unique sociopolitical, economic, and security changes.

For more information, visit [Atlantic Council].

15 October 2024 @ 12:00 - 13:15 p.m., (GMT -7),

Stanford FSI, USA

Technology and the Rise of Great Powers:

How Diffusion Shapes Economic

Competition | Jeffrey Ding

This event examines how technological revolutions,

from Britain’s industrial revolution to the information

revolution, have influenced global power distribution.

It explores how emerging technologies like AI could

shift the US-China power balance.

For more information, visit [Stanford FSI].

16 October 2024 @ 16:00 - 17:30 p.m., (GMT -7),

Stanford FSI, USA

America Votes 2024: Part 2

This event will explore the historical context of the

2024 presidential elections, including social

polarization, race and socio-economic status in voting,

public opinion, electoral integrity, and a comparison

with past US elections.

For more information, visit [Stanford FSI].

16 October 2024 @ 10:00 a.m. - 11:00 a.m., (GMT -4),

Heritage Foundation, USA

Protecting Children: Race, Family, and the

Border

This event will feature policy experts discussing how

lies surrounding race and family at the border harm

children and the need for conservative principles to

protect the most vulnerable. The session will highlight

the truth about family separation policies and border

protection.

For more information, visit [Heritage Foundation].
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16 October 2024 @ 1:00 p.m. - 2:30 p.m., (GMT -4),

Stimson Center, USA

Assessing Opportunities for Protection of

Civilians in Sudan

This public discussion will assess the protection of

civilians in Sudan amid the ongoing humanitarian

crisis. Experts and advocates will discuss options for

the United States, United Nations, and other partners

to advance civilian protection and humanitarian action

in the country.

For more information, visit [Stimson Center].

16 October 2024 @ 10:00 - 11:00 a.m., (GMT -4),

Wilson Center, USA

Why State Ownership Matters for Resource

Governance

Dr. Jojo Nem Singh will discuss how state-owned

enterprises, combined with governance reforms, could

open new pathways for development, drawing lessons

from Brazil and Chile’s experience in managing natural

resources.

For more information, visit [Wilson Center].

16 October 2024 @ 08:00 a.m, (GMT -4), Atlantic

Council, USA

A Conversation with Admiral Lisa

Franchetti on the Navy’s 2024 Navigation

Plan

Admiral Lisa Franchetti will join the Atlantic Council to

discuss expanding the Navy’s contribution to joint and

combined warfighting. She will focus on accelerating

responsibilities for readiness of the Fleet and

addressing growing challenges, highlighting the

importance of cooperation with US allies and partners

around the world.

For more information, visit [Atlantic Council].

16 October 2024 @ 17:00 p.m., (GMT -4), Atlantic

Council, USA
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Shaping the Future of Democracy in the Americas

This event will explore the 30th anniversary of the

Summit of the Americas and the upcoming 10th

Summit. It will reflect on past experiences and discuss

how the Summit process can better respond to

emerging global challenges, referencing earlier

summits such as Chile 1998.

For more information, visit [Atlantic Council].

16 October 2024 @ 14:00 - 17:00 p.m., (GMT -4), Ash

Center for Democratic Governance and Innovation,

USA

2024 Truth and Transformation

Conference

This virtual edition of the annual Truth and

Transformation Conference will explore strategic

responses to the anti-Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion

(DEI) movement, with a focus on standing firm in the

face of opposition.

For more information, visit [Ash Center].

16 October 2024 @ 14:00 - 15:30 p.m. (GMT -4),

Carnegie Endowment for International Peace, USA

China's Evolving Nuclear Policy: What It

Means for U.S. Security and International

Stability

Join experts from Carnegie’s Nuclear Policy Program to

discuss China’s evolving nuclear strategy. The

conversation will focus on the complex internal

dynamics behind China’s policies and their implications

for U.S. security and international stability.

For more information, visit [Carnegie Endowment for

International Peace].

16 October 2024 @ 10:00 - 11:30 a.m., (GMT -4),

Brookings Institution, USA

Democracy at a Crossroads

The Governance Studies program at Brookings and the

Public Religion Research Institute will release the 15th
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annual American Values Survey, offering insights into

the priorities of American voters as they relate to the

2024 elections and beyond.

For more information, visit [Brookings Institution].

14 - 18 October 2024, Hybrid Course, Istituto Affari

Internazionali, Italy

Euro-Mediterranean and Middle East

Analyst Course

In a context marked by geopolitical instability, this

course aims to provide professionals with the

necessary skills to analyze the complexities of the

Mediterranean and Middle East. The focus is on

decision-making processes in public and private

sectors, and nonprofit organizations.

For more information, visit Istituto Affari Internazionali.

Recent book releases

Eduardo J. Gómez, Junk Food Politics: How Beverage

and Fast Food Industries Are Reshaping Emerging

Economies, Johns Hopkins University Press, 408 pages,

published January 31, 2023. For a review, see [LSE].

Christopher Harrison, Genocidal Conscription:

Drafting Victims and Perpetrators Under the Guise of

War, Lexington Books, 204 pages, published June 21,

2023, For a review, see [LSE]

Anush Kapadia, A Political Theory of Money,

Cambridge University Press, 320 pages, published

February 22, 2024, For a review, see [LSE]

Boris Johnson, Unleashed, William Collins, 784 pages,

published October 10, 2024. For a review, see [The

Guardian]

Rupert Everett, The American No: ‘[An] eccentric and

exquisite new collection of stories' Tatler, Abacus, 336

pages, published October 3, 2024. For a review, see

[The Guardian]

David Greenberg, John Lewis: A Life, Simon &

Schuster, 704 pages, published October 8, 2024. For a

review, see [The New York Times]
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The Centre for History of the University of Lisbon

invites paper proposals for its International

Congress "‘And The People, Where are They?’ The

Collective Subject in Times of Revolutions” to be held

on April 7-9, 2025, in Lisbon. The deadline for abstract

submission is October 25, 2024. For more information,

see [University of Lisbon].

The Faculty of Law at Otego University invites paper

proposals for its “Charting the Future of Private Law

in Aotearoa New Zealand Symposium,” to be held on

February 10, 2025. The deadline for abstract

submission is December 1, 2024. For more

information, see [University of Otego].

The Geneva Graduate Institute of International and

Development Studies invites paper proposals for the

workshop “How and Why Do Double Standards Matter

for International Law?,” scheduled for May 15-17,

2025. The deadline for abstract submission is October

15, 2024. For more information, see [Geneva Graduate

Institute of International and Development Studies].

Jobs and Positions

The United Nations Development Programme

(UNDP) is looking for a Asesor político to be based in

Peru. Applications are accepted until October 24, 2024.

More information is provided at [UNDP].

The United Nations Development Programme

(UNDP) is looking for Rapid Assessment of

Cooperatives and Agri-enterprises to be based in

Nepal. Applications are accepted until October 18,

2024. More information is provided at [UNDP].

The United Nations Development Programme

(UNDP) is looking for a Consultor Educación Musical

Cátedra Piano para Educación Especial to be based

in Panama City, Panama. Applications are accepted

until October 16, 2024. More information is provided at

[UNDP].

The United Nations Development Programme

(UNDP) is looking for a Consultoria Individual UNDP-

Ecu-0524 Soluciones De Movilidad to be based in

Ecuador. Applications are accepted until October 15,

2024. More information is provided at [UNDP].

The United Nations Development Programme

(UNDP) is looking for a Consultant Coordinator,

RECEIC to be based in India. Applications are accepted

until October 14, 2024. More information is provided at

[UNDP].
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The United Nations Development Programme

(UNDP) is looking for a User Interface Design

Engineer to be based in Pakistan. Applications are

accepted until October 14, 2024. More information is

provided at [UNDP].

The United Nations Development Programme

(UNDP) is looking for an IT Business Analyst to be

based in Pakistan. Applications are accepted until

October 14, 2024. More information is provided at

[UNDP].

The United Nations Children's Fund (UNICEF) is

looking for a Senior Finance Associate to be based in

Budapest, Hungary. Applications are accepted until

October 16, 2024. More information is provided at

[UNICEF].

The United Nations Children's Fund (UNICEF) is

looking for a Senior Finance Associate to be based in

Budapest, Hungary. Applications are accepted until

October 11, 2024. More information is provided at

[UNICEF].

The United Nations Children's Fund (UNICEF) is

looking for an App Senior Information

Communication Technology Associate to be based

in Budapest, Hungary. Applications are accepted until

October 15, 2024. More information is provided at

[UNICEF].

The Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) seeks

an Emergency Coordinator to be based in multiple

locations. Applications are accepted until October 21,

2024. More information is provided at [FAO].

The Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) seeks

a Human Resources Specialist to be based in

multiple locations. Applications are accepted until

October 21, 2024. More information is provided at

[FAO]. 

The Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) seeks

an Emergency Operations Specialist to be based in

multiple locations. Applications are accepted until

October 21, 2024. More information is provided at

[FAO]. 

The Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) seeks

an Emergency and Rehabilitation Officer to be

based in Multiple locations. Applications are accepted

until October 25, 2024. More information is provided at

[FAO].

The Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) seeks

a Resource Mobilization and Partnerships Officer to
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be based in multiple locations. Applications are

accepted until October 25, 2024. More information is

provided at [FAO].

The Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) seeks

a Human Resources Officer to be based in multiple

locations. Applications are accepted until October 25,

2024. More information is provided at [FAO].

The International Monetary Fund (IMF) is looking for

an Economists: IMF Recruitment Outreach Mission

to East Asia (ASEAN + China, Japan and Korea). 

Applications are accepted until October 15, 2024. More

information is provided at [IMF].

The Law School at University of Bristol is looking for

a Research Associate in International Law.

Applications are accepted until November 10, 2024.

More information is provided at [Bristol].
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We would greatly appreciate your feedback! Please

send any feedback you have regarding this newsletter

to: info@cpg-online.de

Also, don't forget to Like CPG on Facebook, and

browse our website for other updates and news! 
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