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Dear Readers,

Welcome to this week’s issue of the Asia in Review (AiR)

covering the latest events, developments and trends in

domestic politics, international relations and

geopolitics in East Asia, South Asia, and Southeast Asia.

I wish you an informative read and extend special

greetings to everyone who celebrates the

Independence Day of Saint Vincent and the Grenadines

and Zambia, the National Day of Austria, and the

Revolution Memorial Day of Hungary this week.

With best regards,

Henning Glaser

Editor in Chief

Webpage: www.cpg-online.de, Facebook:

https://www.facebook.com/CPGTU
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China: National Health Commission

conducts survey on the “fear of having

children”

(jf) China’s National Health Commission (NHC) is

conducting a survey of 30,000 people to explore the

factors that influence their attitudes toward having

children, as well as the fears associated with starting a

family. This initiative comes as the country faces

ongoing struggles to boost its declining birthrate.

According to the Global Times, the survey covers

participants from 150 counties and 1,500 communities

and is overseen by the China Population and

Development Research Center, a branch of the NHC.

[Global Times]

With population decline being a growing concern,

especially after China recorded its second consecutive

https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-slytjx-l-j/


year of shrinking population in 2023 (see AiR No. 4,

January/2024, 4), Beijing is working to encourage more

young couples to have children. The survey is expected

to shed light on why people are hesitant or fearful

about having children, with the goal of shaping policies

that support fertility and offer incentives to families.

This is China’s first national fertility survey since 2021,

and it coincides with a sample population survey by

the National Bureau of Statistics running from October

10 to November 30, aimed at tracking population

trends (see AiR No. 42, October/2024, 3).

State media often tie population growth to China’s

overall strength and rejuvenation. Health officials in

China have also focused on promoting marriage and

childbirth at what they consider "appropriate ages,"

(see AiR No. 38, September/2024, 3) and have called

for shared parenting responsibilities to foster more

positive attitudes toward family life among younger

generations. [Reuters]

China: Former China Development Bank

executive sentenced for bribery

(lb) Wang Yongsheng, former vice-president of China

Development Bank, the country’s policy bank under

the State Council, has been sentenced to 12 years in

prison for accepting bribes totaling over CNY 23.51

million (USD 3.3 million). The Jilin Intermediate People's

Court also fined Wang 2 million yuan, with his illicit

gains confiscated and handed to the state treasury.

From 2010 to 2019, Wang used his positions, including

president of the bank's Liaoning branch and vice-

president, to secure profits for individuals and

departments in exchange for bribes related to loans,

bond purchases, and personnel adjustments. The

court determined Wang's actions constituted bribery,

with the large sums justifying a severe punishment.

However, Wang received a more lenient sentence due

to his confession, cooperation with investigators, and

the voluntary return of his illicit gains. Wang, 66, was

first placed under investigation in July 2023 and was

indicted in April, with the trial held three months later.

[China Daily]

China: First centrally run enterprise for

resource reuse and recycling to be

established
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(jf) China is set to establish its first state-owned

enterprise focused solely on resource reuse and

recycling, in line with President Xi Jinping’s call to

strengthen efforts toward promoting a green

economy. The founding ceremony for the China

Resources Recycling Group took place in Tianjin on

October 18.

The new enterprise will have specialized branches

focusing on recycling various resources, including

scrap metal, electronics, electric vehicle batteries, wind

and solar power equipment, and plastics. It will also

play a role in supporting the broader recycling

industry, with a particular focus on aiding small and

medium-sized businesses. [Xinhua News Agency]

Although Xi was on an inspection trip in southeastern

China and could not attend the event, his message was

delivered by Vice-Premier Zhang Guoqing. Xi

emphasized that this new company marks a significant

move toward creating a “green, low-carbon, and

circular economy.” He called on the group to fully

embrace new development concepts and to

implement conservation strategies comprehensively.

He stressed the importance of recycling, turning waste

into valuable resources, and urged the company to

foster innovation, openness, and cooperation in

driving the sector forward.

Premier Li Qiang also sent a message, advocating for

an efficient and extensive recycling system, including

upgrades to equipment and encouraging trade-ins of

consumer and household goods. Li highlighted that

this company should lead the way in China’s recycling

industry and contribute to economic growth.  [South

China Morning Post]

China: Food delivery market sees driver

meltdowns

(jf) China’s massive USD 200 billion food delivery

industry, once a reliable source of income for casual

workers and the largest globally by revenue and order

volume, flourished during the three years of Covid-19

lockdowns. However, things have taken a downturn.

Delivery drivers are working longer hours and facing

more pressure, while delivery platforms, needing to

keep costs down, will continue to squeeze workers.

As the country’s economy faces several challenges,

including a prolonged property crisis and decreased

consumer spending, delivery workers are feeling the

pinch. While the economy grew by 4.6 percent in the

third quarter, just slightly above expectations, workers
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in the delivery sector are struggling. Customers are

opting for cheaper meals, which cuts into workers'

commissions and forces them to work more hours to

maintain their income, Chan explains.

Moreover, the power of two dominant platforms –

Meituan and Ele.me – leaves workers little room to

push back against worsening working conditions,

according to labor rights experts. Around 12 million

drivers form the backbone of China’s delivery industry,

which began growing after the launch of Ele.me in

2009. During the Covid-19 lockdowns, these workers

played a crucial role in delivering essentials when

residents couldn’t leave their homes.

By 2023, the food delivery market had grown to USD

214 billion – 2.3 times larger than it was in 2020 – and

is expected to reach USD 280 billion by 2030, according

to iiMedia Research. China’s market is the largest for

food delivery worldwide.

Despite the industry’s growth, workers face tight

deadlines and often take risks, such as speeding or

running red lights, to meet them, endangering both

themselves and others. While profits surged for

Meituan and Ele.me in 2023, delivery workers have

seen their paychecks shrink. Last year, workers earned

an average of RMB 6,803 (USD 956) a month – nearly

RMB 1,000 (USD 140) less than five years ago, even

though they’re working longer hours. In a country

where the average monthly wage was RMB 1,838 (USD

258) last year, this income loss is significant. [CNN]

China: Youth unemployment rate drops in

September

(lb) The youth unemployment rate in China, excluding

students, fell to 17.6 percent in September from 18.8

percent in August, providing relief to officials after two

consecutive months of record highs. This follows a

surge in unemployment among young people and

college graduates earlier in the year, where the rate

jumped from 13.2 percent in June to 17.1 percent in

July as around 12 million students entered the labor

market.

The youth unemployment rate hit an all-time high of

21.3 percent in June 2023, prompting Chinese

authorities to stop publishing the figures until

December 2023 when a change in methodology was

implemented to exclude students. The revised

approach now provides a clearer picture of the

employment situation among young, working-age

individuals outside of the education system.

https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-slytjx-l-b/


Officials expressed optimism that the world’s second-

largest economy would continue its stabilization and

recovery trend seen in September. However, third-

quarter growth figures were disappointing, tempering

hopes for a swift economic rebound.

Despite improvements in youth unemployment, a

separate survey showed that Chinese factories

remained cautious about hiring in September.

Employment conditions in the manufacturing sector

have not seen improvement since February 2023,

reflecting broader concerns about economic recovery

and market demand. The jobless rate for individuals

aged 25 to 29 was recorded at 6.7 percent, while for

those aged 30 to 59, it stood at 3.9 percent. [Reuters]

China: Funding for housing projects

increased

(jf) China plans to expand financing for housing

projects on its "whitelist" to RMB 4 trillion (USD 562

billion), as part of efforts to revive the struggling

property sector, officials announced in October 17.

Minister of Housing and Urban-Rural Development Ni

Hong, speaking at a news conference, also mentioned

plans to redevelop 1 million urban villages nationwide.

However, he did not provide further details on the

funding allocated for these redevelopment projects. Ni

noted that after three years of difficulties, the housing

market has “bottomed out,” pointing to a surge in

property sales recorded in October as a sign of

recovery. [AP]

Since last year, China has rolled out a series of gradual

policies aimed at restoring confidence among

homebuyers, who have been concerned about falling

home prices, delayed housing deliveries, and the

security of their jobs and incomes in a shaky economy.

While no official figures have been provided for the

number of presold but unfinished homes, a report

from Nomura in January estimated that 20 million

units had been sold but not yet built.

Ni mentioned that 2.46 million new homes have been

delivered since May, signaling some progress. Back in

January, China introduced a plan to create a "whitelist"

of projects eligible for financing to help developers

complete construction and hand over homes to

buyers. By this summer, banks had approved 5,392

such projects, with nearly RMB 1.4 trillion in financing

allocated. [Reuters]
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China: Central bank introduces swap

facility for capital market, plans to cut

reserve requirement ratio

(jf) The People's Bank of China launched the Securities,

Funds, and Insurance companies Swap Facility (SFISF)

on October 18, with the first round of applications

exceeding RMB 200 billion (USD 28.1 billion). This move

is part of the ongoing efforts of China’s central bank to

ensure the stable and healthy growth of the capital

market.

The SFISF allows eligible securities, funds, and

insurance companies to use their assets – such as

bonds, stock ETFs, and shares in CSI 300 Index

constituents – as collateral in exchange for highly liquid

assets like treasury bonds and central bank bills. So

far, 20 securities and funds companies have been

approved to participate in the facility.

Additionally, the central bank introduced a special re-

lending facility aimed at encouraging banks to provide

loans to listed companies and their major

shareholders for buybacks and to increase their

shareholdings. The initial re-lending scale is set at RMB

300 billion (USD 42.1 billion), with an interest rate of

1.75 percent. This facility is open to all types of

companies, regardless of ownership structure. [State

Council 1]

Furthermore, the central bank is also considering

reducing the reserve requirement ratio (RRR) by 0.25 to

0.5 percentage points before the end of 2024,

depending on market liquidity conditions, according to

Pan Gongsheng, governor of the People’s Bank of

China. Pan made the announcement during the Annual

Conference of Financial Street Forum 2024 on October

18.

He also mentioned that the loan prime rate (LPR), set

to be released on October 21, is expected to drop by

0.2 to 0.25 percentage points. This comes as part of a

broader set of financial measures introduced recently

to support the economy. In late September, the central

bank had already cut the RRR by 0.5 percentage points,

and major state-owned banks followed suit by

lowering deposit interest rates. Additionally, a recent

reduction in mortgage rates for existing home loans is

expected to benefit 50 million households, saving them

approximately RMB 150 billion (USD 21.05 billion)

annually in interest expenses. [State Council]
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China: September industrial output rise

by 5.4 percent

(jf) China’s industrial output grew by 5.4 percent in

September compared to the previous year, up from 4.5

percent in August, offering some positive signs for

policymakers as they work to revive a slowing economy

ahead of the year’s end. 

Retail sales, a key indicator of consumer spending, also

saw improvement, rising by 3.2 percent in September

compared to 2.1 percent in August. This beat the

forecast of a 2.5 percent increase.

In terms of fixed asset investment, growth remained

steady, expanding by 3.4 percent in the first nine

months of the year, slightly higher than the 3.3 percent

increase analysts had expected. This was consistent

with the 3.4 percent growth seen from January to

August. [National Bureau of Statistics in Chinese]

[Reuters]

China: New regulations on export control

of dual-use items released

(jf) Chinese Premier Li Qiang has signed a State Council

decree to introduce new regulations on the export

control of dual-use items, which will come into effect

on December 1, 2024.

The regulations, which span six chapters and 50

articles, are designed to take a comprehensive

approach to national security. They aim improve

China’s ability to manage exports of dual-use items –

goods, technologies, and services that could be used

for both civilian and military purposes, particularly in

the creation or deployment of weapons of mass

destruction.

They introduced specific guidelines for license

management, control lists, and the supervision of dual-

use item exports. [Xinhua News Agency]

The new regulations came shortly after the U.S.

imposed sanctions against two Chinese companies and

a Russian affiliate citing their involvement in

manufacturing and shipping attack drones (see article

in this edition). [Reuters]

Washington has persistently accused Beijing of

supplying dual use goods to Moscow, effectively

supporting Moscow’s war in Ukraine.
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China: New online language campaign

launched

(lb) China’s Cyberspace Administration has launched a

new campaign to crack down on the unauthorized use

of slang and abbreviations, particularly popular among

Generation Z. The campaign, called “Clear and Bright,”

aims to eliminate non-standard language online, such

as homophones used to evade censorship. The

regulator seeks to enforce the correct usage of

Mandarin and erase what it deems uncivilized

language from trending searches and curated content.

Critics see this as an attempt to tighten control over

speech and limit the use of coded language that

criticizes the government. [Radio Free Asia 1]

Meanwhile, in Hong Kong, Facebook has increased its

restrictions on posts following requests from

authorities. According to Meta, the number of content

restrictions in Hong Kong jumped from 402 cases in

2019 to 2,181 in 2023, mainly affecting personal

accounts and posts. Hong Kong activist Sunny Cheung

revealed that the authorities are also pressuring

overseas internet service providers to comply with the

National Security Law, even targeting content hosted

abroad. Despite these efforts, some platforms and

service providers have resisted these demands. [Radio

Free Asia 2]

China: Ministry of State Security warns of

cybersecurity threat targeting Intel

(jf/to) China's top intelligence agency has raised

concerns about national security threats following a

call from a Chinese cybersecurity group to investigate

Intel products sold in the country. In an article

published on its official WeChat account on October

17, the Ministry of State Security (MSS) highlighted the

increasing risks in cyberspace, touching on political,

economic, and national defense sectors. The MSS

emphasized that the battle for dominance in

cyberspace is becoming more intense and complex.

[WeChat in Chinese]

This warning came just a day after the Cyber Security

Association of China (CSAC) urged a comprehensive

review of Intel’s systems. The group alleged that Intel’s

products, especially its chips, posed risks due to

“frequent vulnerabilities and high failure rates.” In a

WeChat post on October 16, the CSAC pointed out

multiple security vulnerabilities in Intel’s central
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processing units (CPUs), which had even caused video

game crashes.

Specific flaws in games like GhostRace, NativeBHI, and

Downfall were cited as examples, with attackers

reportedly able to access sensitive information due to

these vulnerabilities in speculative execution. The

association referenced earlier concerns raised in 2016

by hardware security expert Damien Zammit, who

claimed that Intel’s X86 CPU contained a subsystem

called the Management Engine (ME), which could not

be disabled and posed potential security risks. The

CSAC also criticized Intel for slow responses to security

complaints and warned about the potential existence

of a secret backdoor in Intel’s systems that could be

used for cyberattacks or unauthorized access to

information, hinting that those backdoors may have

been placed by the US National Security Agency (NSA).

[WeChat in Chinese]

Founded in 2016, the CSAC is an industry group which

has close ties with Cyberspace Administration of China

(CAC), the country’s main internet regulatory body, and

could trigger a security review from CAC. The CSAC’s

warning comes amid the ongoing tech conflict between

Beijing and Washington, particularly around advanced

chips and semiconductor manufacturing. Despite Intel

deriving 27 percent of its 2023 revenue – about USD

54.2 billion – from China, the CSAC accused the

company of actions harmful to China’s interests and

national security. It also pointed to Intel’s compliance

with the U.S. Chips and Science Act and its stance on

the Xinjiang issue, including restrictions on labor and

products from the region. The CSAC called for a

thorough assessment of Intel’s cybersecurity risks to

protect China’s national security and consumer rights.

[South China Morning Post]

If China keeps on with the review, similar to the one

that blocked Micron products last year, it could hurt

Intel’s business, as over a quarter of its revenue comes

from China. As of yet, Intel and CAC have not

responded to these allegations. The situation reflects

ongoing geopolitical tensions between the two

superpowers and their impact on the global tech

industry. [Reuters]

China: New commercial spaceport to be

established

(lb) China is expanding its space program with plans to

build a new commercial spaceport in Mianning County,

Sichuan, aimed at strengthening the country’s

“strategic hinterland.” This move aligns with China's
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goal to enhance its position as a global space power

and meet the growing demands of its expanding

commercial space market. The proposed site is

strategically located near the existing Xichang Satellite

Launch Center, which has launched over 200 satellites.

The Sichuan Development International Commercial

Spaceport Company will oversee the construction of

the new launch platform, although specific details

about the number of launch pads and supported

rocket types have yet to be disclosed. The initiative

seeks to attract companies involved in the commercial

space sector, including rocket and satellite

manufacturers. Local officials view commercial

spaceflight as a significant growth area for economic

development and technological advancement.

China's existing commercial space industry is thriving,

with several companies developing reusable launch

vehicles to meet increasing demand. The new

spaceport is expected to facilitate national objectives

such as establishing large satellite constellations in low

Earth orbit. The central government’s policies have

already supported the growth of the commercial space

sector across various regions, further indicating the

importance of this new spaceport.

The country's launch rate has dramatically increased,

rising from 22 in 2016 to 67 in 2023, with 47 orbital

launch missions conducted in 2024 alone. The private

space sector has also seen substantial growth,

boasting an annual increase of over 20 percent from

2017 to 2024. With the sector projected to reach a

value of 2.34 trillion yuan (USD 326 billion) in 2024, the

establishment of the new spaceport will likely

contribute significantly to this upward trajectory.

[South China Morning Post] [Interesting Engineering]

In a separate development, China successfully

launched the Gaofen-12 05 satellite using a Long

March-4C carrier rocket from the Jiuquan Satellite

Launch Center. This satellite will enhance capabilities

in land surveys, urban planning, road network design,

crop yield estimation, and disaster relief. The mission

marks the 540th flight of the Long March rocket series.

[State Council PRC]

China – Hong Kong: Chief Executive John

Lee presents 2024 Policy Addresses

(lb) In his 2024 Policy Address, Chief Executive John Lee

outlined a series of initiatives aimed at enhancing

social welfare, housing conditions, and economic

growth amid ongoing challenges. The address
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emphasized the government's commitment to

supporting vulnerable populations, fostering a thriving

business environment, and positioning Hong Kong as a

key player in attracting international talent.

Elderly care initiatives

The government is set to launch a three-year pilot

scheme providing a monthly subsidy of HKD 5,000

(USD 643) to up to 1,000 elderly social security

recipients who relocate to designated care homes in

neighboring Guangdong province, China. Additionally,

the Residential Care Service Voucher Scheme for the

Elderly will expand by 20 percent, allowing more frail

elderly individuals to access subsidized care services

without lengthy waiting periods. [South China Morning

Post 1]

Housing regulations

New legislation will be introduced to phase out

subdivided flats smaller than eight square meters,

setting minimum living standards that include the

requirement for windows and individual toilets. While

this initiative aims to improve living conditions for

many residents.

Official data show that Hong Kong had 108,200

subdivided flats in 2021, housing approximately

250,000 people who live in these cramped spaces due

to rising housing costs. The city's population is about

7.4 million. [Pime Asia News]

The new legislation will not affect existing "coffin

homes”, which remains regulated under a separate

law. Hong Kong’s coffin homes are subdivided

apartments with very little room to move, let alone live

in, with some measuring some 20 square feet shared

by 15 tenants. They attract scrutiny as a symbol of

Hong Kong’s failed housing policies. [Hong Kong Free

Press 1]

Tourism and cultural support

Lee urged the tourism, food, and beverage sectors to

enhance services for Muslim visitors from the Middle

East and Southeast Asia. Proposed measures include

offering halal food options and improving language

support. Furthermore, the Top Talent Pass Scheme will

be expanded to include 13 additional mainland and

overseas universities, aiming to attract skilled workers

and enhance Hong Kong's position as an international

talent hub. [Hong Kong Free Press 2] [Hong Kong Free

Press 3]
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Relaxed visa rules for nationals of Cambodia, Laos, and

Myanmar were also announced. The changes include

extending the validity of multiple-entry visas from two

to three years and speeding up visa processing for

group visitors through local travel agents. Additionally,

self-service immigration clearance and a dedicated

application desk will be provided for business and

development participants from ASEAN countries. The

requirement for visitors to submit arrival or departure

cards has also been removed to streamline

immigration clearance. [Hong Kong Free Press 4]

Tax cuts on high-end liquor

Lee announced a significant reduction in the tax on

high-end liquor to stimulate tourism and consumption.

The import tax on liquor priced over HKD 200 (USD 25)

will drop from 100 percent to 10 percent for the

portion above that price, while the existing rate for

lower-priced liquor remains unchanged. However,

most imported liquor is priced below HKD 200, so 85

percent will not see a tax change.

Lee hopes this will revitalize the logistics, storage,

tourism, and high-end dining sectors, which have been

struggling due to the pandemic, shifts in residents’

lifestyles and middle-class emigration. In addition,

competition from neighboring countries like Singapore,

Japan, and mainland China pose challenges to Hong

Kong as a tourism destination. [AP News]

SME assistance

To support small and medium enterprises (SMEs), the

government will provide easier loan repayment terms,

allowing companies to delay principal repayments for

up to 12 months. This measure aims to alleviate

financial pressures on SMEs during economic

restructuring. Additionally, HKD 1 billion (USD 128

million) will be injected into the Branding, Upgrading

and Domestic Sales Fund to help businesses upgrade

operations and enter new markets. [Hong Kong Free

Press 5]

In a related development, sixteen major Hong Kong

banks have committed HKD 370 billion (USD 47 billion)

to support the city’s SMEs. The loan pool could

increase after the Hong Kong Monetary Authority

(HKMA) reduced its countercyclical capital buffer ratio

from 1 percent to 0.5 percent, effective immediately.

This adjustment is expected to release HKD 300 billion

to HKD 400 billion in liquidity, enabling banks to

extend further loans to SMEs. [South China Morning

Post 2]

Democratic Reform not on the agenda
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Lee has also announced that democratic reform will

not be pursued during his term, stating that the matter

is "settled" following recent electoral reforms. Lee

emphasized the need to ensure that the changes to

the Legislative Council (LegCo) and District Councils,

particularly those requiring "patriots" to govern, are

given time to operate smoothly. [Hong Kong Free Press

6]

Lee referred to reforms introduced in March 2021

which have been criticized for reducing democratic

representation in Hong Kong, with the number of

directly elected members of the Legislative Council,

Hong Kong’s parliament, reduced and candidates now

subject to national security vetting (see AiR No. 11,

March/2021, 3).

In addition, in March Article 23 of Hong Kong’s basic

law, which mandates the legislature to implement a

city's own national security law, came into effect. The

legislation, which targets offenses including treason,

insurrection, sabotage, external interference, and

espionage, has elicited significant apprehension

domestic as well as international, due to its potential

ramifications for civil liberties and freedom of

expression (see AiR No. 13, March/2024, 4).

Protest

Members of the League of Social Democrats (LSD) –

one of the city’s last remaining pro-democracy groups

– protested outside government headquarters ahead

of Lee’s 2024 Policy Address, demanding universal

suffrage, protection of constitutional rights, and better

public services, such as housing and elderly care. The

group also voiced opposition to a major infrastructure

project and a plan to bring in migrant workers from

mainland China, calling for better labor rights. They

criticized the government for being disconnected from

public opinion and only catering to the wealthy. [Hong

Kong Free Press 7]

China – Hong Kong: Calls for easing capital

movement from mainland

(lb) The Democratic Alliance for the Betterment and

Progress of Hong Kong (DAB) has called on the Hong

Kong government to ease restrictions on capital

movement from the mainland for mainland Chinese

talent residing in the city. They propose creating a

mechanism that allows these individuals to transfer

funds for specific purposes, such as purchasing

property or repaying mortgages, addressing the

limitations imposed by mainland capital controls.
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Beijing currently limits Chinese nationals to

transferring USD 5,000 out of the country per person

per year.

DAB leaders suggest starting with a pilot scheme that

would permit Hong Kong residents to utilize their

mainland funds gradually. This initiative aims to attract

more professionals and encourage economic activity in

the city, especially amidst a backdrop of increased

migration from mainland China.

In addition to facilitating capital movement, the DAB

advocates for more flexible visa policies. They

recommend that the government consider income

earned from the mainland when evaluating work visa

extensions, thus enhancing retention strategies for

new talent in Hong Kong. [Hong Kong Free Press]

China – Hong Kong: Six policemen jailed

for harassing homeless

(lb) In a rare conviction of law enforcement in Hong

Kong, six policemen were sentenced to prison for their

involvement in the harassment of homeless

individuals. The officers received sentences ranging

from 25 to 41 months for “perverting the course of

justice” in connection with a 2020 incident at Tung

Chau Street Park, Sham Shui Po, an area known for its

homeless population. The case has drawn attention to

both police misconduct and the growing issue of

homelessness in one of the world’s wealthiest cities.

[Hong Kong Free Press]

China – Macau: Economy to diversify away

from gaming

(lb) Macau's Legislative Assembly has passed the "Law

to Combat Crimes of Illegal Gambling," targeting

unauthorized online gambling operations in the region.

The law introduces stricter penalties, with violators

facing prison sentences ranging from one to eight

years, depending on the severity of their offenses. This

legislative action is part of broader efforts to address

the rising trend of illegal gambling activities,

particularly in the digital space.

In conjunction with the passing of the new law, the

Macau Special Administrative Region (SAR) government

has reiterated its position that no public concessions

for online gaming or betting will be issued. This

clarification was included in an official opinion
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document released by a committee of the Legislative

Assembly during discussions on the bill. The document

states that there are no plans to issue licenses for

interactive gaming or online betting platforms,

reinforcing Macau's long-standing regulatory stance

against digital gambling operations.

The new legislation builds upon Macau’s existing legal

framework, which prohibits the six licensed casino

operators – who secured 10-year concessions in

January 2023 – from engaging in interactive gaming

that involves cash or other forms of value through

telephones, faxes, the internet, or other digital data

networks. This includes online casino games, betting,

and any other digital gambling activities.

The law and accompanying clarifications come at a

time when Macau is working to diversify its economy

beyond its reliance on the gambling sector, particularly

in light of Beijing's ongoing efforts to regulate and

reduce capital flight through gambling activities. The

SAR government’s strict policies on both illegal and

online gambling reflect its commitment to maintaining

regulatory control over the sector while exploring

alternative sources of economic growth. [The Financial

Times][Macau Business]

Japan: Ruling coalition faces risk of losing

majority in upcoming general election

(sw) Japan’s ruling coalition, led by the Liberal

Democratic Party (LDP) and Komeito, faces potential

loss of its House of Representatives majority in the

upcoming election, according to a recent Kyodo News

poll. The coalition's support has been weakened by a

slush funds scandal (see AiR No. 36, September/2024,

1), with Prime Minister Shigeru Ishiba aiming now to

secure at least 233 seats to retain control of the 465-

member chamber.

The LDP held 256 seats before the election, and

together with Komeito, the coalition controlled 288

seats. A loss would mark the first time since 2009 that

the LDP has lost its majority. Over 20 percent of voters

remain undecided, leaving room for shifts on October

27 vote.

The opposition, led by the Constitutional Democratic

Party (CDP), has seen growing support and is projected

to secure over 100 seats, up from 60. Meanwhile, the

Japan Innovation Party may see its seat count drop,

while the Democratic Party for the People is expected

to gain more support.
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The LDP has withdrawn endorsements from 12

lawmakers implicated in the scandal, including key

figures with ties to the late Prime Minister Shinzo Abe.

Ishiba has left open the possibility of welcoming them

back into the ruling party if they secure a win. [Kyodo

News]

Japan: Record number of women run in

upcoming general election

(hs) A record 314 women have filed their candidacy for

Japan's upcoming general election on October 27, up

from 229 in 2009. This represents 23.4 percent of all

candidates, a 5.7-point increase since the 2021

election.

Both the ruling Liberal Democratic Party (LDP) and the

main opposition Constitutional Democratic Party of

Japan (CDPJ) have increased their support for female

candidates. Women make up 28.4 percent of LDP

candidates, totaling 97, while the CDPJ has 27 female

candidates, representing 11.4 percent of its slate.

[Kyodo News]

The latest World Economic Forum report ranked Japan

118th out of 146 countries in the 2024 gender gap

rankings, the lowest among G7 nations. [World

Economic Forum]

Japan: Molotov cocktails thrown at LDP

headquarters

(hs) A 49-year-old man, identified as Atsunobu Usuda

from Kawaguchi, Saitama Prefecture, was arrested in

Tokyo after allegedly throwing what appeared to be

multiple Molotov cocktails at the headquarters of the

Liberal Democratic Party (LDP) and ramming his

minivan into a security fence outside the Prime

Minister's Office.

The motive for Usuda's attack remains unclear, as he

has remained silent during police questioning.

Authorities searched his home in connection with the

incident. This occurred just eight days before the snap

general election and amidst its tense campaigning.

[Courrier International]

Japan: Nuclear reactor approved for

operation beyond 50 years
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(sw) Japan's Nuclear Regulation Authority approved

Kansai Electric Power's to operate the No. 1 reactor at

Takahama Nuclear Power Plant for an additional

decade, marking the first reactor in Japan cleared to

operate beyond 50 years. This decision, made on

October 16, follows a safety evaluation confirming the

reactor’s pressure vessel and concrete structure

remain durable despite prolonged exposure to heat,

radiation, and neutrons.

In addition, Chugoku Electric Power announced that it

would restart Unit 2 of the Shimane Nuclear Power

Plant in early December 2024, with plans for the 789

MW reactor to resume commercial operations in

January 2025. [Enerdata]

Japan’s new regulations, passed in May 2023 (see AiR

No. 23, June/2023, 1), allow reactors to exceed the

previous 60-year limit, with mandatory safety checks

every ten years after 30 years of operation. [Kyodo

News]

Nuclear power is crucial in Japan's energy mix,

providing a stable, low-carbon energy source that

reduces reliance on costly fossil fuel imports. The

government regards it as vital for energy security,

aiming to cover 20-22 percent of the electricity supply

by 2030. [World Nuclear]

Japan: Finance ministry announces mid-

fiscal trade deficit

(hs) Japan's trade deficit for the first six months of

fiscal 2024 widened, marking the seventh consecutive

half-year deficit. The Finance Ministry announced on

16 October that the deficit for the April-to-September

period reached JPY 3.1 trillion (over USD 20 billion), up

14 percent from the previous year.

Exports increased by 6.6 percent to JPY 53.5 trillion

(nearly USD 360 billion), driven by semiconductor

manufacturing equipment and electronic parts

shipped to China and Hong Kong. Imports rose by 7

percent to JPY 56.6 trillion (about USD 380 billion),

largely due to high energy prices and the yen's 10-

percent depreciation against the dollar. [NHK]

Japan's trade with its two largest trading partners

showed mixed results in the first half of fiscal 2024.

While Japan recorded a trade surplus of nearly JPY 4.3

trillion (USD 29 billion) with the United States, it posted

a trade deficit of JPY 3 trillion (USD 20 billion) with

China. [AP News]
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Japan: Annual visitor spending hits record

(hs) Japan's National Tourism Agency announced that

foreign visitors spent a total of JPY 5.8 trillion (USD 39

billion) from January to September, surpassing the

previous annual record of JPY 5.74 trillion (USD 38.4

billion) set in 2019.

During this period, 26.9 million foreign tourists visited

Japan, nearly reaching the 2019 total of 31.8 million

visitors. Chinese tourists contributed the largest share,

spending JPY 1.75 trillion (USD 11.7 billion), which

represented 30.3 percent of the overall total. South

Korean visitors were the second-largest group,

spending JPY 750 billion (USD 5.02 billion). Other

significant markets included Taiwan and the United

States, with Taiwanese tourists spending JPY 546.7

billion (USD 3.66 billion) and US visitors spending JPY

407.4 billion (USD 2.72 billion). [Reuters]

Japan: Bird flu in Hokkaido triggers

quarantines measures

(sw) Japan has announced the season's first avian

influenza outbreak. 19,000 birds have been identified

for culling at a poultry farm in northern Hokkaido, and

quarantine measures have been implemented at farms

in the surrounding area.

The previous day, another farm in Asuma, southern

Hokkaido, reported bird deaths due to disease. A test

confirmed that they were infected by a highly

contagious strain of the virus.

Prime Minister Shigeru Ishiba has instructed

government agencies to take prompt action to contain

the outbreak, resulting in movement restrictions for

approximately 710,000 birds within a 10-kilometer

radius of the affected farm. [Kyodo News]

Japan: Canada retailer pushes for

purchases of Seven Eleven owner group

(hs) Canadian multinational convenience store

operator Alimentation Couche-Tard has urged

Japanese retail holdings company Seven & i, the owner

of the Seven-Eleven chain, to enter discussions over its

JPY 6.8 trillion (USD 47 billion) buyout offer. Couche-

Tard asserts that its offer is superior to Seven & i's
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proposed break-up plan. The Canadian retailer, which

operates convenience stores globally, emphasized that

its all-cash proposal provides greater certainty and

lower risk than Seven & i's restructuring strategy.

During a visit to Tokyo, Couche-Tard executives

underscored their long-standing interest in acquiring

Seven & i, noting a previous attempt in 2020 that was

derailed by the pandemic. They expressed a need for

more information on Seven & i's operations and hoped

to meet with government officials for approval

discussions. This comes after Seven & i announced

plans to separate its convenience store business from

its non-core operations, which is seen as a defensive

move against the bid.

Although Seven & i rejected Couche-Tard’s earlier JPY

5.4 trillion bid in August, citing undervaluation and

regulatory concerns, Couche-Tard CEO Brian Miller

expressed confidence in addressing U.S. antitrust

issues, stating that divestments could be made to

facilitate the deal. [Reuters] Cultural considerations

regarding a merger between a Canadian company and

a Japanese firm may also pose challenges.

However, the latest offer has boosted Seven & i’s stock

by over 30 percent, with some investors, including

Artisan Partners, encouraging the Japanese group to

reconsider the buyout. If completed, this would be the

largest foreign takeover of a Japanese company,

potentially reshaping the convenience store market in

Japan and globally. [Financial Times]

Japan: Government unveils plans to

switch trains from diesel oil to biofuels

(hs) Japan's transport ministry has announced plans to

reduce carbon dioxide emissions from trains by

transitioning from diesel to biofuels. The policy is set to

begin in fiscal 2025, starting in April. During a meeting

with railway industry officials on October 19, the

ministry outlined a phased approach, focusing on

biofuels derived from euglena and used cooking oils.

Biofuels offer an immediate advantage, as they can be

used in existing trains without requiring significant

modifications – unlike hydrogen fuel cell technology,

which faces cost and time barriers for commercial

application.

Since September, the government has been testing

biofuel-powered trains on the West Japan Railway's

Gantoku Line in Yamaguchi Prefecture. The results will
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be shared with railway companies, along with

discussions on simplifying the introduction of biofuels.

However, the ministry acknowledges that high biofuel

costs and securing a stable supply remain challenges

and plans to address these issues through further

dialogue with train operators. [NHK]

Mongolia: Ministry of Family, Labor, and

Social Protection sets targets for 2024-

2028

(fs) The Ministry of Family, Labor, and Social Protection

of Mongolia has outlined its Action Program for 2024-

2028, focusing on reducing unemployment and

poverty, increasing GDP per capita to USD 8-10

thousand, and advancing ten places in the Human

Development Index.

On October 15, Mongolian Minister of Family, Labor,

and Social Protection Enkh-Amgalan Luvsantseren

presented legal reforms and initiatives to the Standing

Committee on Social Policy, emphasizing the

challenges families face, such as housing and financial

instability. The ministry aims to address these issues

by improving family-based employment, expanding

social services, and prioritizing affordable housing for

young families.

Key reforms announced by the Ministry include the

establishment of a private pension system, digitalizing

services with AI, eliminating welfare grant duplication,

and transitioning welfare recipients to employment. 

Additionally, benefits for mothers and children with

severe developmental challenges will be increased,

and support centers for therapy and caregiver advice

will be created.

The reforms come as one in five families in Mongolia

face housing issues, while one third struggle with

financial challenges. [Montsame]

Mongolia: TMK Energy accelerates gas

production with new wells in South Gobi

Desert

(fs) TMK Energy has initiated drilling for three

additional coal seam gas pilot production wells at its

Gurvantes XXXV project in Mongolia’s South Gobi

Desert. The wells, located at the Lucky Fox site, are

designed to enhance gas flow rates and prove the
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commercial viability of the project’s upper coal seam.

Canadian firm Major Drilling Group has been

contracted to execute the drilling, which is expected to

take seven to ten days per well.

TMK aims to reach the critical gas desorption pressure

quickly, which is key to boosting gas production. The

company will also implement advanced Distributed

Temperature Sensing (DTS) technology in two of the

wells, a first for coal seam gas projects. This technology

is expected to help optimize well performance by

identifying zones with better permeability and higher

gas influx. In parallel, TMK has also launched an

entitlements issue to raise further capital.

Strategically located near the Chinese border and with

access to significant gas infrastructure, the company is

positioning itself to reduce Mongolia’s reliance on coal

and imported energy. [Aki Press]

Mongolia: President Khürelsükh discusses

agricultural and food sector reforms

during visit to new ministry headquarters

(fs) Mongolian President Ukhnaagiin Khürelsükh visited

the newly relocated Ministry of Food, Agriculture, and

Light Industry headquarters in Darkhan, north of

Mongolia. During the visit, he met with ministry leaders

to discuss comprehensive strategies for the

agricultural and food sectors. Key topics included the

implementation of the “Food Revolution” initiative,

aimed at enhancing food security, and the “White Gold”

program, both of which were initiated by the

President.

Minister for Food, Agriculture and Light Industry

Enkhbayar Jadamba emphasized that the relocation of

the Ministry to Darkhan-Uul Province would direct

investment policies toward central regions, promoting

the development of food and light industry clusters,

and expanding cultivated land by 200,000 hectares.

Khürelsükh set a goal to meet domestic demand for 19

essential food products within five years, with the long-

term aim of positioning Mongolia as a food-exporting

country.

The Mongolian Parliament has endorsed this effort by

approving Resolution 36, committing 1.7 trillion MNT

(USD 500 million) over the next five years to support

the agricultural sector.

This relocation is part of a broader regional

development plan to transform central provinces,
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including Darkhan-Uul, Selenge, and Töv, into

specialized agricultural and industrial zones. [Sonin]

Mongolia: Mining sector sees significant

growth in first nine months of 2024

(fs) In the first nine months of 2024, Mongolia’s mining

and extractive industries produced approximately USD

5.04 billion, marking an increase of USD 560 million

from the same period in 2023.

This growth was primarily driven by a USD 530 million

rise in the production of bituminous coal and lignite,

and a USD 45.41 million increase in metal ore

production. Physical production volumes of key

resources such as copper, silver, coal, lignite, iron ore,

zinc, and fluorspar saw increases ranging from 5.0 to

44.5 per cent compared to the previous year.

Sales from the mining and extraction sector also grew

by USD 1.15 billion, with coal extraction sales

contributing USD 913 million, metal ore sales adding

USD 268 million, and other minerals providing USD 16

million. Mongolia sold USD 8.13 billion in total to the

foreign market, of which USD 7.92 billion came from

the mining sector. The composition of foreign sales

was dominated by coal extraction (62.4 percent),

followed by metal ore extraction (33.3 percent), oil

extraction (3.1 percent), and other minerals (1.2

percent). [Montsame]

North Korea: Kim Jong Un claims more

than 1.4 million youth enlist

(ac) On October 16, North Korea’s state media, the

Korean Central News Agency (KCNA), has reported that

around 1.4 million youths enlisted in the army

following accusations that South Korea had conducted

a drone incursion. North Korea claimed the act was a

"violation of sovereignty" and brought the two Koreas

to the brink of war (see AiR No. 42, October/2024, 3).

[KCNA]

London-based international research institute or think

tank International Institute for Strategic Studies (IISS)

believes that North Korea has 1.28 million active

soldiers, around 600,000 reservists, and 5.7 million

Worker/Peasant Red Guard reservists, along with many

unarmed units. [Reuters]

South Korea’s Ministry of Defense warned that North

Korean aggression would spell the end of Pyongyang's
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regime. South Korea, along with the U.S. and Japan,

strongly condemned North Korea for "intentionally

raising tensions" by claiming the drone intrusion and

sealing the southern border (see article in this edition).

In a separate development, 18 North Korean soldiers

recently deployed to support Russia reportedly

deserted approximately seven kilometers northwest of

the Ukraine-Russia border, between Bryansk and

Kursk. A Ukrainian official confirmed that the soldiers

have not been arrested, though their unit and reasons

for desertion remain unknown.

If confirmed, the incident would further suggest that,

in addition to supplying artillery shells and missiles,

North Korea is also providing direct military support to

Russia. [Chosun Daily]

North Korea: Food prices increase

(ac) According to Daily NK, a South Korean-based news

outlet, rice prices in North Korean markets are soaring

despite the fall harvest, indicating deteriorating

economic struggles in the regime.

Food prices have risen sharply compared to last year,

with rice up 33.1 percent and corn up 17 percent. The

price of rice reached record levels in Hyesan,

Ryanggang province. The price of rice now costs over

KPW 7,000 (USD 7.78) per kilogram, the highest since

June 2021's COVID-19 lockdown. Prices in other major

cities like Pyongyang and Sinuiju are also on the rise to

KPW 6,703 (USD 7.45), the highest since 2009. On the

other hand, corn prices remained relatively stable but

still exceed KPW 3,000 in these cities. [Daily NK 1]

Daily NK reported that fruit sales remained sluggish

despite significant price drops. Domestically produced

pears were priced at KPW 6,500 (USD 4.22) per

kilogram, apples at KPW 9,000 (USD 10), and grapes at

KPW 30,000 (USD 33.33) – all showing notable declines

compared to the previous month.

Analysts suggest that due to economic hardship, North

Koreans have to prioritize essentials like rice. However,

the increase in rice prices forced families to cut back

on rice consumption and to turn to "corn porridge"

made with wilted vegetables. [Daily NK 2]

These findings indicate that North Koreans are facing

increasing difficulties as the economy worsens. Kim

Jong Un himself acknowledged that the country food

security was a “serious political issue” during the 8th
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Central Committee of the KWP in January (see AiR No.

5, January/2024, 5).

US think tank Carnegie Endowment for International

Peace argued that the regime’s investment in its

nuclear and weapons of mass destruction programs

has contributed to the shortage of energy and raw

materials needed to maintain factories related to

consumer products in remote regions. [Carnegie]

North Korea: Secret information leaked

within Ministry of State Security

(ac) North Korea’s Ministry of State Security concealed

leaked secret information within its central units,

prompting a five-day inspection by the Central

Committee’s Organization and Guidance Department,

the country’s top decision- and policy-making body.

According to an anonymous source cited by the South

Korean news outlet Daily NK, the inspection began on

October 8.

The investigation was triggered by the ministry’s

quarterly reports, which only addressed minor issues

within local security organs. The agency had internally

managed leaks in its radio surveillance and

communications departments from early September

to early October without reporting them to the party.

It was revealed that the radio surveillance department

had illegally copied and leaked communication

codebooks and confidential documents. Officers in the

communications department were found deleting

personal case records or leaking sensitive information,

including password changes, for financial gain.

The Central Committee’s Organization criticized the

ministry for handling these incidents internally without

proper reporting. However, the responsible officials

avoided severe punishment as they fully cooperated

during the inspection, providing all requested

materials. [Daily NK]

South Korea: Opposition party to impeach

Prosecutor General over decision not to

prosecute First Lady

(mc/jb) Following a four-year investigation into

allegations against First Lady Kim Keon Hee regarding

her manipulation of stocks in Deutsch Motors, a South

Korean-based company specializing in the marketing
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of imported automobiles, the opposition Democratic

Party (DP) and the prosecution remain at odds over the

matter.

Prosecutors decide against indicting First Lady

The Seul Central District prosecutor's office announced

on October 17 that they will not prosecute Kim for her

alleged involvement in a USD 46.6 million investment

fraud case. 

In April 2020, a criminal complaint was filed against

Kim. Following a closed-door interrogation in July,

prosecutors uncovered six accounts in Kim's name

linked to fraudulent stock trading. One account drew

particular scrutiny due to a phone call Kim made to

Kwon Oh Soo, the convicted former chairman of

Deutsche Motors, just before she traded the stocks.

However, prosecutors found no evidence that Kim

knew of Kwon's involvement in the fraud and stated

that her continued trading was based on trust in Kwon.

Kwon received a three-year suspended sentence in

September.

The prosecution also cleared Kim's other accounts,

citing reasons such as the statute of limitations,

insufficient evidence, or weak connections to the fraud.

No first lady in modern South Korean history has faced

trial. [Korea Herald] [Yonhap News Agency 1]

The case against the First Lady also had significant

repercussions in South Korean politics. The DP pressed

for the appointment of a special advisor to investigate

the case, but President Yoon Suk Yeol vetoed these

attempts in early 2024.

This case is notable for being the first case against a

First Lady in South Korean history. [The Korea Times]

Opposition party to impeach Prosecutor General

In response the Seoul Central District Prosecutor’s

Office’s decision not to prosecute Kim, the DP is

moving to impeach the Prosecutor General for

obstruction of justice.

The impeachment motion is considered significant, as

the DP holds 170 of the 300 seats in the National

Assembly, compared to the ruling party’s 108. With this

majority, the motion is likely to pass, potentially

marking the first successful impeachment of a

Prosecutor General in the history of the National

Assembly.

Previous impeachment attempts either failed or were

abandoned due to lack of support in the Assembly.
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[Yonhap News Agency 2]

South Korea: Special tourist zones

underperform

(jb) Most of the special tourist zones, established in the

wake of the 1993 Tourism Promotion Act aimed to

attract international tourists, have failed to meet the

required mark of 100,000 foreign tourists each per

year. There are currently 34 such zones set up across

13 cities in South Korea, aiming for an expansive range

of tourist attractions ranging from specialty markets to

hot springs and mountainous viewpoints. [Seoul

Metropolitan Government]

The government, despite investing KRW 3 billion

(approx. USD 2 million) annually, has not seen a boost

in the local economy, let alone profits. 26 of the 34

zones do not track data on foreign tourists and only

two zones, Mount Yongdu and Jagalchi Market in

Busan, have yielded a footfall exceeding 100,000.

Despite failing to meet the required standards for

attracting foreign visitors, no special tourist zone has

lost its designation, triggering criticism over the

fairness of the evaluation process. Complicating

matters further, local governments conduct annual

assessments, while the Ministry of Culture, Sports and

Tourism carries out evaluations every three years.

Since the authority to designate and manage these

zones was transferred to city and provincial governors

in 2004, the ministry can only recommend revoking a

designation, without the power to enforce its removal.

[The Korea Times]

South Korea: Police chief responsible for

Itaewon tragedy acquitted, public

enraged

(jb) The Seoul Western District Court has acquitted Kim

Kwang Ho, the former Chief of the Seoul Metropolitan

Police Agency, of responsibility in the 2022 Itaewon

crowd crush. The case stems from the October 29,

2022, tragedy, where 159 civilians were killed and 196

others injured in a stampede caused by overcrowding

in the Itaewon neighborhood of Seoul (see AiR No. 45,

November/2022, 2).  

Kim, along with other high-ranking officials, had been

indicted following a National Police Agency

investigation that found the government and police
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had been negligent in preventing the crowd crush by

failing to implement adequate crowd control measures

on the heavily crowded Halloween night.

Prosecutors, who sought a five-year sentence for Kim,

the most senior of the 20 indicted officials, argued that

the authorities were guilty of inadequate planning and

failure to promptly initiate an emergency response to

the stampede.

In its ruling, the court held that prosecutors failed to

prove that Kim had violated his duties or establish a

direct link between his actions and the high number of

casualties.

The acquittal has sparked outrage among the

bereaved families, their legal representatives, and the

general public, who have criticized the judiciary for

failing to hold key officials accountable for such a

large-scale tragedy. The Itaewon Disaster Bereaved

Families group condemned the ruling and called for an

appeal. [Associated Press] [The Korea Herald]

South Korea: Government to impose

stronger penalties to prevent data leak

(ac) Minister of Finance Choi Sang-Mok announced

plans for stronger measures to prevent business

secrets from being leaked, aiming to enhance the

global competitiveness of companies and advance

technology. During a ministerial briefing, Choi outlined

the creation of a "big data" system to prevent

technology leaks, alongside new regulations to ensure

tougher penalties for offenders. While not specifying

what the increased penalties would entail, the minister

affirmed that the new measures would protect

strategic industries, including semiconductors,

rechargeable batteries, aerospace, and artificial

intelligence.

Choi emphasized the potential economic losses from

such leaks, citing a report from South Korea's National

Intelligence Service, according to which between 2019

and 2024, there were 97 cases of business leaks, 40 of

which involved the semiconductor industry. If

successful, these leaks could have cost the country an

estimated USD 16.85 billion. [Reuters]

In a related development, lawmaker Kim Jong-deuk

raised concerns that data from the Defense Acquisition

Program Administration (DAPA) revealed South Korea's

largest defense companies lack sufficient cybersecurity

measures in the workplace (see AiR No. 42,

October/2024, 3).
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This has sparked alarm, as South Korean intelligence

and defense agencies believe many cyberattacks,

especially those targeting the defense sector, have

been orchestrated by North Korean hackers.

South Korea: Government plans to

construct four small modular reactors in

energy plan

(bw) In the upcoming South Korean 11th basic energy

plan, the construction of four Small Modular Reactors

is planned to be incorporated according to a senior

presidential aide. SMRs are ready-to-install modular

reactors that are smaller in size and power output

compared with traditional nuclear reactors, allowing

for more flexible and scalable deployment.

The presidential aide emphasized that SMRs are a

next-generation growth engine and a key export item,

urging bipartisan support for their inclusion in the

plan. He noted South Korea’s top three global ranking

in SMR technology and pointed to the country's large

nuclear power plants for their superior technology,

construction, and operational performance, especially

through Korea Hydro & Nuclear Power.

While SMRs are still in development, efforts are being

made to advance the technology while simultaneously

establishing licensing criteria. [KBS]

South Korea: Live-fire artillery drills

staged near shared borders of North

Korea

(ac) The South Korean Army confirmed that the army

conducted live-fire artillery drills on October 18 off the

east coast near the inter-Korean border to deter

against North Korean “provocations.”

The exercise involved Chunmoo multiple rocket

launchers, with troops launching 130-millimeter

rockets to strike a target 17 km away. 

The artillery system is designed to counter North

Korean long-range artillery pieces within range of

South Korea’s capital area. [Yonhap News]

Taiwan: Government concedes to break

prolonged budget deadlock with
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opposition

(dql) Taiwanese Premier Cho Jung-tai has proposed

increasing compensation funding for Indigenous

peoples affected by a logging ban to resolve a

legislative deadlock over the 2025 central government

budget. In a statement on October 22, Cho

emphasized that this adjustment would be a one-time

concession by the executive branch. If the deadlock

continues, he hinted that the Cabinet might seek

intervention from the Constitutional Court, though he

expressed reluctance to take such a step.

Opposition lawmakers from the Kuomintang (KMT) and

Taiwan People's Party (TPP) have been blocking the

budget review, insisting that compensation be raised

from NTD 30,000 (USD 936) to NTD 60,000 (USD 1872)

per hectare, in line with amendments passed in June.

Cho agreed to this increase on the condition that no

future demands be made on the issue.

The deadlock has prevented the NTD 3.33 trillion (USD

104 billion) budget from passing its first reading, with

opposition lawmakers who holds the majority in the

Legislative Yuan, Taiwan’s parliament, voting it down

five times since September 20. The ruling Democratic

Progressive Party (DPP) has made several negotiation

attempts, including a previous offer to raise

compensation to NTD 40,000 per hectare, but to no

avail.

In addition to the logging compensation, KMT and TPP

lawmakers are pushing for increased funding for

public food stocks and medical reimbursements. DPP

lawmakers criticized these demands, accusing the

opposition of overstepping its authority by attempting

to increase government spending beyond the Cabinet's

proposals. [Focus Taiwan]

Taiwan: Upgrades of military

communication systems announced

(am) Taiwan plans to upgrade its military

communications system to Link 16 by the end of 2026.

[Taiwan News 1]

The Link 16 system is used extensively by NATO

countries to coordinate military units. The system will

integrate F16V fighter jets and M1 Abrams. Currently

Taiwan uses a simplified version of Link 16 that is

slower and only connected to some military units.

Around 200 US government personnel and 200

contractors will be sent to Taiwan to complete the

project.
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Taiwan’s decision was made in the wake of another

large-scale military exercise conducted by China on

October 14. The exercise involved “warships, jets and

drones stimulating a blockade.” [CNN]

Meanwhile, Taiwan’s Penghu Defense Command plans

to conduct its first-ever nighttime live-fire drills on

October 22-23. The Command is based on the Penghu

islands which are 50km away from the main Taiwan

island. It consists of 4 army battalions. The live-fire

drills will also see the debut of Taiwan’s newly

upgraded M60A3 tanks. [Taiwan News 2]

Taiwan: New carbon credit task force to

be established

(am) Taiwan’s Ministry of Foreign Affairs (MOFA) is

forming a new task force in collaboration with the

Ministry of Environment to focus on carbon credit

development. The task force will research domestic

and international carbon credit regulations,

transnational carbon trading systems, and carbon

credit initiatives in other countries. These efforts aim

to foster partnerships with other nations for new

energy and carbon credit programs.

The announcement follows Foreign Minister Lin Chia-

lung’s report outlining Taiwan’s intention to strengthen

democratic ties and reinforce the first island chain in

response to mainland China’s influence. This will be

achieved by promoting values-based and economic

diplomacy.

In his report, Lin also noted that Taiwan’s Industrial

Technology Research Institute recently organized a

semiconductor and AI delegation to visit Paraguay and

Guatemala. [Taiwan News]

Taiwan: Defence basic data leaked

(hs) Taiwan's Ministry of National Defense has

confirmed that basic personal information of senior

military officials, including Defence Minister Wellington

Koo, was accidentally leaked. The leak, reported by

Taiwanese daily Chinese-language newspaper China

Times, did not include sensitive financial details but

revealed names, ranks, service units, and reporting

years of officials ranked colonel and above.

The incident occurred when the ministry’s Ethics Office,

compiling asset reports as legally required, mistakenly

sent the compiled data to the declarants and their
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military units. Although pseudonyms are usually used

for military personnel, real names were included in the

asset reports.

In response, the ministry requested the immediate

return of the leaked document, initiated risk control

procedures, and launched an investigation into the

cause of the error. The ministry also pledged to

improve communication to prevent future incidents.

[Taipei Times]
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Bangladesh: July uprising participants

shielded from legal action, home ministry

declares

(lm) In a major legal turn following the July-August

mass uprising that led to the fall of the Sheikh Hasina-

led government on August 5, Bangladesh's home

ministry announced that no legal cases will be filed

against students and civilians who actively participated

in the protests. The directive aims to build a

discrimination-free Bangladesh, instructing law

enforcement to drop charges related to violence and

cybercrimes against approximately 650 accused,

including senior leaders of the Bangladesh Nationalist

Party (BNP) and Jamaat-e-Islami. Most cases were filed

between July 17 and August 5, and police have already

submitted final reports to courts requesting the

dismissal of these charges.
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The ministry emphasized that murder cases related to

the protests will be treated separately. Investigators

have been instructed to ensure innocent individuals

are not wrongfully accused while thoroughly analyzing

motives and identifying perpetrators. Any additional

suspects identified during investigations will be added

to the reports. [The Daily Star 1]

Meanwhile, the Anti-Discrimination Students

Movement in Dhaka has filed a case at Shahbagh

Police Station regarding the violent attack on quota

reform protesters at Dhaka University on July 15.

Former Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina has been named

as the primary accused, along with 391 named

individuals and about 1,000 unnamed suspects,

including members of the Chhatra League and Jubo

League—the student and youth wings of the Awami

League, respectively. These groups have previously

been linked to violent actions against political

opponents.

Activists have called for the Chhatra League to be

labeled a "terrorist organization" and plan to file

similar cases across the country. They have also

proposed broader political reforms, including

constitutional changes and the resignation of the

current president. The movement emphasizes banning

terrorist activities nationwide, with the goal of

reshaping Bangladesh's political landscape. [The Daily

Star 2]

Bangladesh: Government forms four new

commissions for reforms in media, health,

labor rights, and women's affairs

(lm) The government has established four new

commissions to implement reforms in key areas,

including mass media, health, labor rights, and

women's affairs. The commission on mass media will

be led by journalist Kamal Ahmed, while National

Professor Dr. AK Azad Khan will oversee the health

affairs commission. Syed Sultan Uddin Ahmed, the

executive director of the Bangladesh Institute of

Labour Studies, has been appointed to lead the labor

rights commission, and Shireen Parveen Haque, a

member of Nari Paksha’s executive council, will head

the commission on women's affairs.

This decision was announced by Environment, Forest

and Climate Change Adviser Syeda Rizwana Hasan

during a briefing at the Foreign Service Academy. She

added that the complete list of commission members

would be finalized and shared soon. These

commissions are part of a broader government

https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-slytjx-l-ui/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-slytjx-l-ud/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-slytjx-l-ud/


initiative to reform various sectors, bringing the total

number of established commissions to 10. [The Daily

Star]

Bangladesh: Supreme Court restores

Jamaat-e-Islami’s appeal challenging EC

registration cancellation

(lm) The Supreme Court’s Appellate Division has

reinstated an appeal challenging a 2023 High Court

verdict that revoked Jamaat-e-Islami’s registration with

the Election Commission, a decision that prevented the

party from contesting elections. The appeal restoration

allows for a complete hearing, which could potentially

restore the Islamist party’s registration and enable its

participation in future elections.

The case stems from a 2013 High Court ruling that first

declared Jamaat’s registration invalid, citing conflicts

with Bangladesh’s Constitution due to the party's

charter, which was deemed incompatible with the

country’s secular framework. This ruling was upheld in

August 2023, reinforcing the Election Commission's

decision to de-register Jamaat, effectively barring it

from elections.

The latest development comes after a petition filed by

Jamaat’s Secretary General, Miah Golam Parwar, in

September 2024, seeking directives to reinstate the

appeal dismissed earlier due to non-appearance by

Jamaat’s legal counsels. A four-member Supreme Court

bench led by Chief Justice Syed Refaat Ahmed granted

the order to restore the appeal.

Jamaat-e-Islami, known for its historical ties to Islamist

politics and controversial role during Bangladesh’s

Liberation War, has struggled with legal battles over its

legitimacy as a political party since the High Court’s

original verdict in 2013. The Appellate Division will now

set a date for a full hearing, which will determine

whether Jamaat can regain its political party status and

participate in national elections. [The Daily Star 1]

Amid this legal resurgence, Jamaat’s leader, Shafiqur

Rahman, recently stated his willingness to publicly

apologize for the party’s actions during the Liberation

War if proven beyond doubt. In an October 10

interview, Shafiqur acknowledged that Jamaat

supported a unified Pakistan during the conflict but

argued that individual actions should not be attributed

to the party as a whole. He added that he would

personally seek forgiveness if clear evidence of

criminal wrongdoing by the party emerges, stressing

the need for verified allegations. [The Daily Star 2]
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Bangladesh: Supreme Court allows

interim leader Yunus to appeal against

ACC indictment

(lm) The Supreme Court has granted Bangladesh’s

interim leader Muhammad Yunus and six officials of

Grameen Telecom permission to appeal against a High

Court order that upheld their indictment in an

embezzlement case. The case, filed by the Anti-

Corruption Commission (ACC) in May 2023, accuses

Yunus and 13 others of misappropriating BDT 252.2

million (USD 2.1 million) from the Workers' Profit

Participation Fund and of money laundering.

The appeal will be heard by a four-member bench led

by the chief justice, with the hearing scheduled for

November 19. The High Court had previously

dismissed a petition challenging the charges and

directed the trial court to complete the case within a

year. Yunus and his co-accused filed an appeal with the

Appellate Division on August 25, following the High

Court's decision in July. [The Daily Star]

Bangladesh: President Shahabuddin’s

claims on Hasina's resignation questioned

amid conflicting statements

(lm) President Mohammed Shahabuddin recently

claimed that while he had heard of Sheikh Hasina’s

resignation before her departure from Bangladesh on

August 5, he lacks documentary evidence to confirm it.

In an interview with Manab Zamin's Editor-in-Chief,

Matiur Rahman Chowdhury, Shahabuddin revealed

that despite efforts to find the resignation letter, none

had surfaced, suggesting Hasina may not have had

time to submit one before leaving.

Recounting the events of that day, Shahabuddin

explained that a scheduled meeting with Hasina was

abruptly canceled amidst growing unrest. Despite

attempts to verify her resignation with military officials,

there was no concrete information. The president

eventually turned to the Supreme Court for guidance,

which recommended forming an interim government

to address the constitutional vacuum. Hasina,

meanwhile, remains in India following her resignation

and departure. [Dhaka Tribune 1]

However, Law Adviser Asif Nazrul criticized

Shahabuddin’s statements, pointing out

contradictions. Nazrul noted that the president had
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publicly announced on August 5 that he received and

accepted Hasina's resignation, a claim Shahabuddin

has since contradicted. Nazrul argued that this

inconsistency could violate the president’s oath of

office and questioned his eligibility to continue serving.

He urged the president to clarify the fate of Hasina's

resignation letter, given the earlier claim of its

acceptance and subsequent consultation with the

Supreme Court. [Dhaka Tribune 2]

In response to mounting criticism, President

Shahabuddin later clarified that the resignation, the

dissolution of parliament, and questions about the

constitutional legitimacy of the interim government

were resolved by the Supreme Court’s advisory order

in Special Reference No. 01/2024. In the advisory

opinion issued on August 8, the Supreme Court stated

that, given the absence of provisions for an interim

government in the Constitution, the president can

appoint a chief adviser and other advisers to manage

state affairs during a constitutional vacuum. [The Daily

Star 1]

Meanwhile, Bangladesh Nationalist Party (BNP) leader

Hafizuddin Ahmed has claimed that Sheikh Hasina’s

departure to India amid public protests is clear

evidence of her resignation as prime minister.

Hafizuddin also dismissed the claims that Hasina did

not resign, calling it part of a conspiracy to mislead the

public. He pointed to a video on YouTube that

purportedly showed Hasina’s signed resignation letter

and argued that her abrupt exit was itself a

resignation. [The Daily Star 2]

Bangladesh: Jatiya Party seeks role in

interim government, denies alliance with

Awami League

(lm) The Jatiya Party (JaPa), previously the main

opposition under the ousted Awami League (AL)

government, has expressed disappointment over

being excluded from Chief Adviser Muhammad

Yunus's recent dialogues with political parties, despite

its willingness to support the interim government’s

reforms. On August 5, as former Prime Minister Sheikh

Hasina fled to India amid a mass uprising, JaPa leaders

met with military officials and later agreed to

participate in forming an interim government.

However, the party has since been left out of ongoing

discussions, reportedly due to objections from student

leaders involved in the July-August protests.

JaPa Chairman GM Quader denied any alliance with the

AL, highlighting his party’s consistent opposition to
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discrimination, including support for the anti-quota

movement. Quader emphasized JaPa's openness to

engage with the interim government, underscoring its

past role in enacting reforms in Bangladesh.

However, government sources pointed to JaPa’s long-

standing cooperation with the AL, including

participation in its cabinets, as a reason for its

exclusion. Mahfuz Alam, an aide to Yunus, labeled JaPa

a “silent supporter” of AL policies, adding that its

position is still under review.

Founded by former President Hussain Muhammad

Ershad, JaPa has shifted alliances between the AL and

the Bangladesh Nationalist Party (BNP) over the years.

After Ershad’s death in 2019, Quader assumed

leadership, initially resisting participation in the 2024

election but later reconsidering following a visit to

India. [Dhaka Tribune]

Bangladesh: Students demand

independent university, threaten

renewed protests

(lm) Students from seven colleges affiliated with Dhaka

University have demanded the creation of an

autonomous university for their institutions, setting a

24-hour deadline for authorities to respond. If unmet,

they warned of renewed protests from October 23.

The students' three-point demand includes forming a

reform committee to establish a new public university,

preparing a draft plan in collaboration with

stakeholders within 30 working days, and coordinating

with Dhaka University to prevent session delays.

The seven colleges, affiliated with Dhaka University

since 2017 by a directive from former Prime Minister

Sheikh Hasina, claim that the affiliation has not fulfilled

its goals, prompting their call for independence.

Authorities, including the University Grants

Commission, received memoranda from the students

but have yet to respond. [The Daily Star]

Bangladesh: Protests on Supreme Court

premises raise concerns over judicial

independence

(lm) Recent protests on the Supreme Court premises,

demanding the resignation of 12 High Court judges,

have raised concerns about the threat to the judiciary's
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independence. Legal experts warn that these

demonstrations, supported by both students and

some lawyers, create a climate of fear, making it

difficult for judges to issue verdicts and for lawyers to

work freely.

The protests, led by led by the Anti-Discrimination

Student Movement which also spearheaded the

massprotests that resulted in the ouster of Prime

Minister Sheikh Hasina, called for the removal of

judges perceived as biased. Following the

demonstration, 12 judges were suspended from

judicial activities. Experts stress that if there are

legitimate allegations, they should be addressed

through a fair and transparent process. [The Daily Star]

Bangladesh: 252 trainee sub-inspectors

dismissed from Sarda Police Academy for

disciplinary breaches

(lm) A total of 252 trainee Sub-Inspectors (SIs) from the

40th outside cadet batch at Sarda Police Academy in

Rajshahi were dismissed just a month before their

graduation, citing "breach of discipline." Discharge

letters were sent to the trainees’ home addresses on

October 21.

The decision followed an incident during an October 1

training session where the trainees reportedly refused

breakfast, created chaos, organized others, and left the

parade ground without permission. Show-cause letters

were issued, demanding explanations for their

behavior.

An investigation into the political affiliations of 801

trainees, launched after the fall of the Awami League

government on August 5, contributed to the decision.

Intelligence reports identified 252 trainees for action.

Tension also arose during the session when 66

Assistant Superintendents of Police (ASPs) received

sweetmeats, causing dissatisfaction among the SIs.

[The Daily Star]

Bangladesh: 200 law officers appointed

across three districts

(lm) The government has appointed 200 law officers

for the districts of Bogra, Thakurgaon, and Jhenaidah,

according to a gazette notification released over the

weekend. This includes Government Prosecutors (GP),

Public Prosecutors (PP), and their respective assistants.
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Of the total appointments, 107 officers were assigned

to Bogra, 21 to Thakurgaon, and 72 to Jhenaidah.

[Dhaka Tribune]

Bangladesh: Government cancels

appointments of ambassadors to US,

Russia, UAE

(lm) The Bangladesh government has canceled the

remaining tenure of three ambassadors currently

posted in the United States, Russia, and the United

Arab Emirates. The Public Administration Ministry

announced the termination of the contracts of

Ambassador Kamrul Ahsan (Russia), Ambassador

Muhammad Imran (US), and Ambassador Mohammed

Abu Zafar (UAE). [The Daily Star]

Bangladesh: UNDP report shows

widespread extreme poverty among 40

million citizens

(asa) A recent United Nations Development Program

(UNDP) report, co-published with Oxford University’s

Oxford Poverty and Human Development Initiative,

reveals that 41.7 million people in Bangladesh live in

extreme poverty, with 6.5 percent of the population

facing severely dire conditions. The "Global

Multidimensional Poverty Index 2024" attributes 45.1

percent of Bangladesh’s poverty to poor living

standards, with education and health factors

contributing 37.6 percent and 17.3 percent,

respectively. [Dhaka Tribune]

Bangladesh: Garment workers block

highway over unpaid wages

(lm) Workers from a closed garment factory in Ashulia

blocked the Nabinagar-Chandra Highway on October

21, demanding unpaid wages and the reopening of the

factory. Despite past discussions with authorities, no

resolution was reached, prompting the protest. [The

Daily Star 1]

The unrest at Ashulia comes against a broader

backdrop of political instability and labor disruptions

that have impacted Bangladesh’s readymade garment

(RMG) exports. Despite a 5.3 percent growth in

Bangladesh's garment exports to BDT 1 trillion (USD

9.28 billion) from July to September, export
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performance to key markets like the US and the

European Union has lagged. For instance, shipments to

the US fell by 9.16 percent to BDT 506.5 billion (USD

4.7 billion) from January to August. Meanwhile,

Vietnam, India, and Cambodia recorded growth rates

of 5.2 percent, 7.6 percent, and 7.7 percent,

respectively.

Labor unrest and political uncertainties have

contributed to production delays, prompting some

buyers to shift orders to other countries. Despite this,

industry leaders note a return to stability, with

international buyers resuming orders for the upcoming

season. [The Daily Star 2]

Bangladesh: Container movement at

Chattogram port halted by drivers’ strike

(lm) A strike by prime mover drivers and helpers has

halted container transportation at Chattogram port for

a second day. The 48-hour strike, called by the

Chattogram District Workers Union, demands

appointment letters, identity cards, regulated work

hours, and a minimum wage.

The strike has delayed the departure of the Colombo-

bound vessel HR Aarai and disrupted the movement of

export containers from private depots. However, bulk

cargo operations remain unaffected, according to

Chattogram Port Authority (CPA). Port officials have

called for a meeting with union leaders to discuss the

issue. [The Daily Star]

Bangladesh: Adviser calls for strict action

against child abusers amid house help

abuse case

(lm) Sharmeen Murshid, adviser to the Ministry of

Social Welfare and Women and Children Affairs, has

called for nationwide campaigns to raise awareness

and swift legal action against child abuse. Her appeal

came after visiting a severely abused child at Dhaka

Medical College Hospital. Murshid emphasized the

need for strong measures and prompt punishment to

set an example and reduce abuse cases nationwide.

She also underscored the urgency of passing a draft

law for the protection of domestic workers. [The Daily

Star]
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Bangladesh: Four Awami League activists

accused of rape in Jashore

(lm) A woman in Jashore has filed a complaint against

four Awami League activists, alleging rape and

extortion. According to the case statement, the woman

was threatened with extortion before the assault

occurred on June 5. The accused allegedly held her

husband at gunpoint during the incident and warned

the couple against reporting the crime due to their

political affiliations. [The Daily Star]

Bangladesh: Domestic factors drive 74

percent of September inflation, central

bank reports

(lm) Domestic products were the main drivers of

inflation in Bangladesh, accounting for 74 percent of

overall inflation in September 2024, up from 61

percent in June, according to the Bangladesh Bank's

report, Inflation Dynamics in Bangladesh. In contrast,

the contribution of import-dependent goods to

inflation decreased to 26 percent in September, down

from 39 percent in June.

The year-on-year consumer price index (CPI) inflation

surged to 10.7 percent during the first quarter of the

current fiscal year (July-September). Inflation peaked at

a 12-year high of 11.7 percent in July, before easing

slightly to 9.9 percent in September, compared to 9.6

percent in the same period last year.

Persistently high inflation was fueled by increased

commodity and energy prices, coupled with currency

depreciation. Food inflation reached 14.1 percent in

July, the highest in 13 years, before declining to 11.4

percent in August and 10.4 percent in September. Non-

food inflation rose moderately, averaging 9.6 percent

in Q1 of FY25, driven by housing, health, and personal

care expenses.

More than half of headline inflation during this period

stemmed from food prices, with cereals, vegetables,

and protein-based items being major contributors.

Energy inflation's impact decreased, reflecting a shift in

inflation dynamics. [The Daily Star]

Bangladesh: Experts call for modern tech

to curb annual food loss of over 21 million

tons
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(vk) Experts in Bangladesh are advocating for the

adoption of modern technologies to reduce food loss,

which is estimated at 19.4 percent annually from

production to consumption. The country loses over

21.1 million tons of food each year, including crops,

vegetables, and fruits, from various stages of the

supply chain. This issue was highlighted at a seminar

hosted by the Bangladesh Agricultural Research

Council (BARC) to mark World Food Day 2024.

According to the presented data, food losses include

6.3 million tons at production, 6.9 million tons post-

harvest, 3.2 million tons during processing, 3.1 million

tons in distribution, and 1.6 million tons at the

consumption stage. The average annual food waste

per person in Bangladesh is 82 kilograms, higher than

in India (55 kg) and Sri Lanka (76 kg) but lower than

Pakistan (130 kg).

Key causes identified for food loss include a lack of

knowledge about harvesting maturity, inadequate

sorting and grading, improper washing, unsuitable

packaging, rough handling, and insufficient cold

storage facilities. The experts emphasized that

minimizing food loss could improve food access and

reduce malnutrition. They called for public-private

partnerships, modern post-harvest technologies, and

better transportation systems to curb waste and

ensure food security for Bangladesh's growing

population. [Bss News]

Bangladesh: Rising violence at Rohingya

camps leaves eight shot, three dead in

Ukhiya

(lm) A surge in violence at Rohingya camps in Ukhiya,

Cox's Bazar, has left eight people shot, including three

fatalities, in two separate incidents. On October 17, a

clash between two groups resulted in five people,

including a local resident, being shot and at least 10

injured. The altercation is reportedly linked to ongoing

disputes between the Arakan Rohingya Salvation Army

(ARSA) and the Rohingya Solidarity Organization (RSO),

which have been fighting for control over the camps

since August. [The Daily Star 1]

In a related incident early yesterday, three members of

a Rohingya family—an elderly father, his adult son, and

a teenage daughter—were killed by unidentified

attackers at Camp 20 extension. Police report that 15-

20 attackers stormed the family’s shelter around 4:00

AM, leaving the father and son dead at the scene. The

daughter succumbed to her injuries while being

transferred to a hospital. [The Daily Star 2]
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Preliminary investigations suggest both incidents are

connected to the ongoing rivalry between ARSA and

RSO. Cox's Bazar hosts around 1.2 million Rohingya

refugees, most of whom fled Myanmar’s Rakhine State

during the 2017 military crackdown. Authorities

continue to investigate the violence as they struggle to

maintain security within the camps.

Bangladesh: Markets phasing out

polythene bags to be rewarded

(vk) Bangladesh’s Environment, Forest and Climate

Change Adviser Syeda Rizwana Hasan announced that

city markets eliminating polythene and polypropylene

shopping bags by December 31 will receive awards.

Speaking at a meeting with business leaders in Dhaka,

she emphasized using environment-friendly

alternatives like jute bags and called for greater

involvement of students.

The adviser highlighted strict measures against

violators and urged businesses to collaborate in

implementing the ban. Business leaders supported the

initiative and suggested focusing on halting polythene

use at its source. [Dhaka Tribune]

Bhutan: Volunteers accused of siphoning

millions from Chimi Lhakhang entry fees

(lm) Four desuups responsible for managing entry fees

at Chimi Lhakhang in Punakha have allegedly

embezzled millions over the past two years. The Royal

Bhutan Police launched an investigation in September,

which was later transferred to the Anti-Corruption

Commission (ACC) on October 14.

The investigation uncovered that only about BTN 25

million (USD 300,000), representing 47 percent of the

total collected fees from September 2022 to

September 2024, were deposited into the government

account. The remaining amounts were allegedly

siphoned off by the four desuups, aged between 22

and 45, using fraudulent tactics similar to those

involved in previous corruption cases at Paro Taktsang

and Punakha Dzong.

Desuups are volunteers trained under the Desuung

National Service, a program initiated to promote civic

responsibility, disaster relief, and social welfare

activities in Bhutan.
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This scandal comes in the wake of similar monument

fee embezzlement cases, raising concerns over

corruption in fee collections at Bhutan's cultural sites.

The funds collected are intended for the conservation

and maintenance of these important cultural

monuments. [Kuensel]

Bhutan: Gender pay gap persists, with

women earning less in both urban and

rural areas

(lm) Despite Bhutan's overall employment rate nearing

97 percent, significant gender disparities persist in the

labour market, according to the third-quarter Labour

Force Survey Quarterly Report (LFSQR). Women earn

notably less than men, both in rural and urban areas,

and are underrepresented in higher-paying jobs.

The report highlights that women make up only 38.7

percent of the total workforce. In rural areas, women

outnumber men in agriculture, but many work as

unpaid family laborers. In terms of income, urban men

earn an average of BTN 34,473 (USD 414), while

women earn BTN 28,429 (USD 342). In rural areas, men

earn BTN 24,058 (USD 289), whereas women make

only BTN 15,557 (USD 187), reflecting a pronounced

gender gap. [Kuensel]

Bhutan: Service rules must be revamped

for smooth workforce reintegration:

MOICE Minister

(lm) Minister of Industry, Commerce, and Employment

Namgyal Dorji emphasized the need to revamp

internal service regulations (ISR) across various

agencies to better facilitate the reintegration of

Bhutanese citizens returning from overseas into the

workforce.

During an October 12 meet-the-press session, Lyonpo

Dorji addressed concerns about the National

Reintegration Programme (NRP), which supports

Bhutanese people transitioning back into employment.

While the Bhutan Civil Service Rules (BCSR) 2023 allow

re-entry for civil servants based on competencies and

available vacancies, some State-Owned Enterprises

(SOEs) maintain restrictive policies, including age limits

for re-employment.

To improve this, the government has reached out to

SOEs, corporations, and private entities to review their

https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-slytjx-l-ny/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-slytjx-l-nj/


ISRs and introduce more flexible recruitment practices.

The NRP, part of the government’s REVIVE initiative,

has registered 335 individuals returning from abroad.

Out of 177 registrants from July, 65 have returned, and

54 have been matched with suitable agencies based on

their qualifications and experience. [Kuensel]

Bhutan: Health Ministry steps up efforts

to curb rising tobacco use

(lm) The Ministry of Health (MoH) is intensifying efforts

to tackle the rising tobacco use and second-hand

smoke exposure in Bhutan through a comprehensive

strategy that includes stricter enforcement of tobacco

laws and enhanced public awareness campaigns.

According to the National Health Survey 2023, 29.8

percent of Bhutanese aged 15-69 use tobacco

products, and around 400 people die each year due to

tobacco-related illnesses, accounting for 10 percent of

total deaths and costing the country BTN 1.2 billion

(approximately USD 14.4 million) annually.

The ministry's approach includes stricter enforcement

of smoking bans in designated non-smoking areas,

such as public transport, commercial centers, and

recreation spots. Public awareness campaigns are also

being expanded, with collaboration between the

Ministry of Education and Skills Development, local

governments, and various stakeholders to highlight the

dangers of tobacco use.

The MoH has plans to revise tobacco control policies,

increase tobacco taxation, and strengthen smoke-free

laws while expanding tobacco cessation programs to

support those who wish to quit. The ministry is also

addressing the unintended consequences of the 2021

amendment to the Tobacco Control Act, which

permitted the import and sale of tobacco products to

combat smuggling but has led to an increase in

tobacco consumption. [Kuensel]

Bhutan: Startups push for venture capital

guidelines to attract investment

(lm) Bhutanese startups are calling for clear venture

capital (VC) guidelines to attract international

investments, as highlighted at the recent Bhutan

Innovation Forum, where 20 international VC firms

participated. Entrepreneurs stressed that while VC

firms are interested in Bhutan’s potential, the absence
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of a formal framework for VC investment is a major

barrier. [Kuensel]

Bhutan: Drukair signs deal with Airbus for

five new aircraft for long-haul flights

(lm) Drukair has signed a Purchase Agreement with

Airbus for five new aircraft, including three A320neo

and two A321XLR models, aimed at expanding long-

haul flight capabilities. The new fleet will begin arriving

in 2030, replacing ageing A319s and enhancing

connectivity to destinations like Europe, Japan, and

Australia.

The A321XLR models are designated for Gelephu

Airport, with an option to switch to A320neo if the

airport is not ready. Both models are designed for

lower fuel consumption, reduced emissions, and noise

reduction, aligning with sustainability goals. [Kuensel]

Bhutan: Government revises tourist

arrival targets, offers airfare subsidies to

boost numbers

(lm) In response to current trends, the Bhutanese

government has reduced its annual tourist arrival

targets, now aiming for 150,000 visitors this year and

250,000 in 2025. This is a significant adjustment from

the earlier goal of 300,000 tourists per year, as

outlined in a recent macroeconomic report from the

Ministry of Finance.

From January to August 2024, 95,633 tourists visited

Bhutan. While the tourism sector continues to recover

from the global Covid-19 pandemic, the government

remains optimistic about future growth, with Minister

Namgyal Dorji expressing confidence that Bhutan will

meet the original 300,000 target in the coming years.

To further encourage tourism, the government will

offer airfare subsidies during off-peak months—

December through February and June through August

—for Sustainable Development Fee (SDF) paying

tourists. This initiative aims to reduce airfare costs and

boost tourist arrivals during these periods.

Bhutan is also focusing on improving the visitor

experience and promoting the country as a unique

destination. The government expects to generate

revenue of BTN 14 billion to BTN 15 billion
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(approximately USD 168 million to USD 180 million)

from tourism under the 13th Five-Year-Plan. [Kuensel]

Bhutan: USD 15.36 million projected for

upgrading 21 district roads

(lm) The Bhutanese government has allocated BTN

1.28 billion (approximately USD 15.36 million) to

upgrade 21 critical district roads (dzongkhag roads) in

the current fiscal year 2024-25, according to Minister of

Infrastructure and Transport Chandra Bdr Gurung.

The approved budget for this fiscal year is BTN 867.38

million (USD 10.41 million), with work expected to

begin by December 2024 after the procurement

process is completed. The remaining roads will be

prioritized in the next fiscal year based on further

assessments, with the Department of Surface

Transport collaborating closely with local governments.

[Kuensel]

Bhutan: GovTech to review ICM Act to

bolster cybersecurity

(lm) In response to escalating cybersecurity threats,

with 650 cases reported in the past four years—

including 204 incidents in 2024—Bhutan's GovTech

plans to strengthen its cyber defense by implementing

the National Cybersecurity Strategy (NCS) and revising

the Information, Communications, and Media Act (ICM)

of 2018.

The Bhutan Computer Incident Response Team

(BtCIRT) highlighted the need for updating the ICM Act

to address legal gaps and adapt to evolving cyber

threats. A recent review supported by the World Bank

revealed that the Act lacks specific mandates for

minimum security standards, prompting calls for more

detailed rules and enforcement mechanisms.

The Royal Audit Authority’s 2023 audit revealed

significant shortcomings in Bhutan’s cybersecurity

preparedness, noting the delayed implementation of

the NCS, which was recently approved for the 2024–

2029 period. [Kuensel]

India: Push for statehood restoration in

Jammu and Kashmir gains momentum
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(lm) Efforts to restore statehood in Jammu and

Kashmir have gained significant momentum following

recent developments at both the executive and judicial

levels. On October 19, the Jammu and Kashmir

Cabinet, chaired by Chief Minister Omar Abdullah,

unanimously passed a resolution seeking the

restoration of statehood, which has now been

approved by the Lieutenant Governor (L-G), Manoj

Sinha. The resolution aims to reclaim the region's

original statehood status and initiate a “healing

process” to restore constitutional rights and protect its

unique identity.

Chief Minister Omar Abdullah is set to meet Prime

Minister Narendra Modi in New Delhi to further

discuss the matter. Meanwhile, Mubarak Gul of the

National Conference has been appointed as the pro-

tem Speaker of the newly elected Jammu and Kashmir

Legislative Assembly, with the first Assembly session

scheduled for November 4. [The Indian Express]

Simultaneously, the Supreme Court of India has agreed

to hear a petition urging the central government to

fulfill its promise of restoring statehood, as committed

after the abrogation of Article 370 in August 2019. The

petitioners argue that the government's delay violates

constitutional principles of federalism and assert that

the peaceful conclusion of recent Assembly elections

indicates that security concerns are no longer a

barrier. The National Conference (NC) and Indian

National Congress, which have secured a majority in

the elections, have prioritized statehood restoration.

[Business Standard]

While the statehood resolution has been welcomed by

various quarters, it has also faced criticism from

opposition parties, who contend that the focus should

be on reinstating Article 370. Official sources clarified

that Article 370 is a legislative matter, whereas

statehood restoration falls under government purview,

hence the prioritization of statehood. [The Indian

Express]

India: Supreme Court upholds validity of

Section 6A of Citizenship Act, affirms

Assam Accord

(lm) In a significant ruling, the Supreme Court of India

upheld the constitutional validity of Section 6A of the

Citizenship Act of 1955, affirming provisions from the

1985 Assam Accord. This section grants Indian

citizenship to certain illegal immigrants in Assam,

particularly from Bangladesh, based on specific entry

dates.
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Section 6A, introduced as part of the Assam Accord,

allows full citizenship rights to immigrants who entered

Assam before January 1, 1966. For those arriving

between January 1, 1966, and March 25, 1971,

citizenship rights are granted with a ten-year voting

restriction.

The petitioners argued that Assam was unfairly

targeted compared to other border states, citing an

increase in infiltration. However, a five-judge bench,

led by Chief Justice D Y Chandrachud, upheld the

provision, stating that Parliament had the authority to

enact it and that the Assam Accord addressed Assam's

unique immigration challenges.

The majority verdict noted that Assam faced a higher

immigrant population percentage than other border

states. It also supported the March 25, 1971, cut-off

date, acknowledging the historical context of the

Bangladesh Liberation War. Justice J B Pardiwala

dissented, calling the provision unconstitutional. [The

Daily Star]

India: Supreme Court examines

constitutional validity of marital rape

exception

(lm) The Supreme Court of India has begun hearing a

series of petitions seeking the criminalization of

marital rape, challenging Exception 2 of Section 63

under the Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita (BNS), which

exempts husbands from rape charges. Petitioners

argue that a wife’s right to say no should be

recognized, and the current exception reflects a

patriarchal view of marriage that violates constitutional

principles.

During the hearing, Chief Justice of India D.Y.

Chandrachud and Justices JB Pardiwala and Manoj

Misra engaged with the petitioners on the potential

societal impact of criminalizing marital rape, with the

central government arguing that such a move could

destabilize marriages. Senior advocate Karuna Nandy,

representing the All India Democratic Women’s

Association, countered by emphasizing that consent

must be respected within marriage, asserting that

“privacy cannot justify abuse.”

The petitioners also referenced international legal

precedents where marital rape has been criminalized,

including rulings in Nepal, the United States, and South

Africa, noting that these legal frameworks protect the

integrity of marriage by upholding individual rights.

The central government, however, warned that
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criminalizing marital rape could have far-reaching

consequences, impacting conjugal relationships and

family dynamics in India’s evolving social structure.

The Supreme Court was scheduled to continue to

examine the constitutional validity of the marital rape

exception on October 22, with a focus on whether the

exemption should be retained in India’s new criminal

law.[India Today] [Hindustan Times]

India: High court declines stay on Jammu

and Kashmir LG’s nominated MLAs

(rsv) The Jammu and Kashmir High Court has refused

to stay the nomination of five Members of the

Legislative Assembly (MLAs) by Lieutenant Governor (L-

G) Manoj Sinha, while agreeing to hear the petition

challenging the move. A division bench comprising

Justice Sanjeev Kumar and Justice Rajesh Sekhri stated

that there was no urgency for interim relief as the

government had already been formed. The matter is

scheduled for final consideration on December 5.

The nominations have increased the strength of the

Jammu and Kashmir Assembly to 95, raising the

majority requirement to 48. The ruling coalition of the

National Conference (NC), Indian National Congress,

and Communist Party of India (Marxist), backed by four

independents and one Aam Aadmi Party (AAP)

legislator, now holds a majority of 50 seats.

The petition argues that the nominations violate

constitutional principles, as the L-G should consult the

council of ministers before making such appointments.

The challenge targets Sections 15, 15A, and 15B of the

Jammu and Kashmir Reorganisation Act, 2019, which

empowers the L-G to nominate MLAs. The petitioner

had previously approached the Supreme Court, which

directed him to file the petition in the high court.

[Times of India]

India: Supreme Court to hear challenge

against ban on BBC documentary in

January

(lm) The Supreme Court of India has scheduled a

hearing for January 2025 on petitions challenging the

government’s decision to block the screening of the

BBC documentary series India: The Modi Question. The

series, which is reportedly critical of Prime Minister

Narendra Modi’s role in the 2002 Gujarat riots, was
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blocked by the Ministry of Information and

Broadcasting in January 2023.

The three-judge bench, led by Justice Sanjiv Khanna,

had initially issued notices to the government, Twitter

India, and Google India in February 2023. The

government admitted on October 21 that it had not yet

filed its response to the petitions. Justice Khanna

granted the Centre three weeks to submit its counter

and two weeks for the petitioners to file a rejoinder.

The petitions argue that the government’s decision to

block the documentary violated citizens' fundamental

right to access information under Article 19(1)(a) of the

Constitution, which protects freedom of speech and

expression.

Petitioners have claimed that the government invoked

emergency powers under Rule 16(3) of the Information

Technology (Intermediary Guidelines and Digital Media

Ethics Code) Rules 2021 and Section 69(A) of the

Information Technology Act, 2000 to block the

documentary on YouTube and Twitter. The petition

also highlighted instances where screenings were

banned on university campuses, with reports of

student detentions, suspensions, and riot police

presence at campuses like Jamia Millia Islamia in Delhi.

Petitioners contend that the government's move to

block the documentary was "manifestly arbitrary" and

prevented judicial review of the orders. They argue

that the documentary does not violate any legal

restrictions on free speech or fall under the exceptions

of Section 69A of the IT Act. The petition emphasizes

that the right of filmmakers to make and exhibit films

is part of the fundamental right to freedom of speech.

[The Hindu]

India: Laws regulating minority

institutions do not breach secularism,

says Supreme Court

(lm) The Supreme Court of India has clarified that laws

regulating religious or linguistic minority-run

institutions do not inherently violate the principles of

secularism. Chief Justice of India D.Y. Chandrachud,

presiding over a three-judge bench, emphasized that

states have the right to introduce legislation to

enhance the quality of education in government-aided

minority institutions. The observation came during a

hearing on a challenge to the Allahabad High Court's

decision to invalidate the Uttar Pradesh Board of

Madrasa Education Act, 2004.
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The 2004 Act, which regulated madrasas in Uttar

Pradesh, was struck down by the High Court for

allegedly breaching secular principles. The ruling

ordered the transfer of students from recognized

madrasas to regular schools, impacting around 1.7

million students across 16,000 madrasas in the state.

Petitioners argued that the High Court’s decision

conflated regulatory measures with religious

instruction, impacting students’ educational

opportunities.

Chief Justice Chandrachud noted that under Article 30

of the Constitution, minorities have the right to

establish and administer educational institutions, not

limited to religious teachings. Citing similar legislation

like the Hindu Religious Endowments and Charitable

Institutions Act, he argued that regulatory laws aimed

at ensuring proper administration do not contradict

secularism.

The petitioners highlighted that the 2004 Act was

regulatory in nature and aimed to improve educational

standards in madrasas. They contended that the High

Court misinterpreted the law by equating it with

religious instruction, which is prohibited under Article

28 of the Constitution in fully state-funded institutions.

The Supreme Court questioned whether madrasa

certificates would allow students to pursue higher

education outside the madrasa system, as efforts to

grant university status to madrasas have stalled since

2002. The court will continue the hearing on October

22. [The Hindu]

India: Supreme Court dismisses Arvind

Kejriwal's plea against defamation case

over Modi's degree remarks

(lm) On October 21, the Supreme Court dismissed Aam

Aadmi Party (AAP) leader Arvind Kejriwal’s plea against

a defamation case related to his comments on Prime

Minister Narendra Modi's educational qualifications.

The court cited consistency, having rejected a similar

plea by AAP’s Sanjay Singh earlier.

Kejriwal argued that the defamation complaint, filed by

Gujarat University, lacked grounds. However, the court

did not examine the merits, leaving Kejriwal to defend

himself in the trial court. The defamation case claims

Kejriwal’s remarks damaged the university’s

reputation. [The Hindu]
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India: Supreme Court rejects PIL to

replace 'Hindutva' with 'Bharatiya

Samidhaanitva'

(lm) On October 21, the Supreme Court of India

dismissed a Public Interest Litigation (PIL) that sought

to replace the term 'Hindutva' with 'Bharatiya

Samidhaanitva' (Indian constitutionalism). The petition

was not entertained by the court. [The Hindu]

India: Chief Justice Chandrachud names

Justice Sanjiv Khanna as successor

(lm) Chief Justice of India (CJI) D.Y. Chandrachud has

recommended Justice Sanjiv Khanna for appointment

as the next Chief Justice of India, following

Chandrachud's retirement on November 10, 2024. This

recommendation aligns with the seniority norm

outlined in the Memorandum of Procedure for the

appointment of the CJI and Supreme Court judges.

Justice Khanna, born in 1960, has had an extensive

legal career. Enrolling as an advocate in 1983, he

practiced in various fields, including constitutional law,

taxation, and commercial law. He was elevated to the

Delhi High Court in 2005, later becoming a permanent

judge. He was appointed to the Supreme Court in

January 2019, where his integrity and merit were noted

by the Collegium.

Justice Khanna played a significant role in notable

cases, including granting interim bail to former Delhi

Chief Minister Arvind Kejriwal during the 2024

parliamentary election campaign and serving on the

Constitution Bench that upheld the abrogation of

Article 370 in Jammu and Kashmir.

Justice Khanna is set to retire on May 13, 2025. [The

Hindu]

India: NDA, INDIA blocs finalize seat-

sharing for Jharkhand assembly elections

amid internal tensions

(sct) The National Democratic Alliance (NDA), a center-

right coalition led by Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s

Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP), has formalized its seat-

sharing strategy for the upcoming Jharkhand Assembly

elections. As part of the arrangement, the BJP will

contest 68 seats, the All Jharkhand Students Union

(AJSU) will field candidates in 10 seats, the Janata Dal
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(United) [JD(U)] will contest two seats, and Chirag

Paswan’s Lok Janshakti Party (Ram Vilas) [LJP(RV)] will

have one seat. Notably, the Hindustani Awam Morcha

(Secular), led by Jitan Ram Manjhi, has been excluded

from this arrangement.

The elections will occur in two phases, with polling

scheduled for November 13 and 20, and the vote count

set for November 23. Nominations for the first phase

began on October 18.

Among the contested seats, Jamshedpur East—a BJP

stronghold—remains particularly contentious. Saryu

Roy, an independent candidate who previously

defeated then-Chief Minister Raghubar Das in

Jamshedpur East, will now contest from Jamshedpur

West, where he had earlier won as a BJP candidate.

This shift aims to consolidate BJP support while

maintaining its hold over strategic constituencies. [The

Hindu]

Meanwhile, the INDIA bloc, a coalition of opposition

parties, is grappling with internal disagreements over

seat-sharing. On October 20, Chief Minister Hemant

Soren announced that the Jharkhand Mukti Morcha

(JMM) and the Indian National Congress (INC) would

contest 70 out of 81 seats, leaving the remaining seats

for other coalition partners. The announcement,

however, drew criticism from the Rashtriya Janata Dal

(RJD), which seeks 12-13 seats based on its claimed

stronghold in 18-20 constituencies. The JMM, however,

has offered fewer seats to the RJD, sparking friction.

The initial seat-sharing formula allocated 50 seats to

the JMM and 31 to the INC, with the RJD expected to

secure its seats from the INC’s share. The INC faces

additional pressure as the JMM has absorbed former

BJP members, further complicating the allocation

process and straining relations within the bloc.

Congress leaders have raised concerns over the JMM’s

approach, especially regarding the allocation of high-

profile seats like Ranchi. The growing discord could

force the Congress to contest in fewer districts than in

previous elections, potentially weakening its influence

in the state. [The Indian Express]

India: BJP fields Navya Haridas against

Indian National Congress's Priyanka

Gandhi for Wayanad bypoll

(sct) Navya Haridas, State General Secretary of BJP

Mahila Morcha, will represent the Bharatiya Janata

Party (BJP) in the Wayanad parliamentary by-election,
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set for November 13. Haridas, a two-time councilor in

Kozhikode Corporation, will compete against Indian

National Congress (INC) leader Priyanka Gandhi Vadra.

The by-election was prompted after INC leader Rahul

Gandhi, elected from both Wayanad and Raebareli in

the 2024 general elections, chose to retain Raebareli.

The INC launched Priyanka Gandhi's campaign to

secure the seat.

Meanwhile, the Communist Party of India (CPI) has

fielded Sathyan Mokeri as the Left Democratic Front

(LDF) candidate for the Wayanad bypoll.

The by-election will also coincide with other state

assembly by-elections across India, including Assam,

Bihar, Chhattisgarh, Karnataka, Madhya Pradesh,

Rajasthan, and West Bengal, following a schedule

announced by the Election Commission of India. [India

Today]

India: Former Minister RCP Singh exits

BJP, to launch new party ahead of 2025

Bihar elections

(sct) Former Union Minister RCP Singh, who served in

Prime Minister Modi’s cabinet from 2021 to 2022, has

announced his exit from the Bharatiya Janata Party

(BJP) and plans to launch a new political party ahead of

the 2025 Bihar assembly elections.

Once a close aide of Bihar Chief Minister Nitish Kumar,

Singh was a significant figure in the Janata Dal (United)

[JD(U)]'s political strategy. He left JD(U) in 2022

following corruption allegations and joined the BJP in

2023. Despite maintaining cordial relations with

Kumar, Singh confirmed that he will not return to

JD(U). [India Today]

India: Central government announces key

appointments, new SSC chief named

(ad) India’s central government has announced several

high-level appointments, with 1991-batch Indian

Administrative Service (IAS) officer S Gopalakrishnan

appointed as the new chairman of the Staff Selection

Commission (SSC). He will assume the role on October

31, following the voluntary retirement of current

chairman Rakesh Ranjan.

https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-slytjx-l-xi/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-slytjx-l-xi/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-slytjx-l-xd/


In other changes, V Umashankar, a 1993-batch IAS

officer, has been appointed as the secretary in the

Ministry of Road Transport and Highways, while former

Director General of Civil Aviation (DGCA) chief Vikram

Dev Dutt will become the new Coal Secretary.

Additionally, Tanmay Kumar will take over as Secretary

of Environment, Forest, and Climate Change in

December, and Subrata Gupta will become Secretary

of the Ministry of Food Processing Industries,

succeeding Anita Parveen.

The SSC and Union Public Service Commission (UPSC)

are key agencies responsible for conducting entrance

exams for government positions, with recent

leadership changes impacting both institutions.

[Hindustan Times]

India: Supreme Court's new statue of Lady

Justice without blindfold sparks debate

(lm) A newly unveiled statue of Lady Justice in the

Indian Supreme Court, depicting her without the

customary blindfold, has sparked debate about the

evolving role of the judiciary in modern India. The

statue, which replaces the traditional sword with the

Indian Constitution in one hand, was commissioned by

outgoing Chief Justice D.Y. Chandrachud.

Chief Justice Chandrachud, who will retire in November

2024, emphasized that the statue’s message is that

justice in India is delivered according to constitutional

principles, distancing it from the colonial legacy that

symbolized retributive justice. The scales of justice, a

long-standing symbol representing the balance of

competing arguments in court, are retained in the new

statue.

The redesign has prompted a mixed reaction on social

media, with some users criticizing the removal of the

blindfold, interpreting it as a reflection of the perceived

partiality in India's legal system. Others have praised

the move, hailing it as a historic day for India’s judiciary

and a symbol of progress. [Independent] [Business

Standard]

India: Anti-Muslim rallies force migrant

workers to flee Himachal Pradesh

(lm) Himachal Pradesh, a state governed by the main

opposition Indian National Congress party, has been

gripped by anti-Muslim rallies for weeks, sparking fear
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among the small Muslim community, which makes up

just 2 percent of the population.

The unrest began in September after Hindu far-right

groups, including the Vishwa Hindu Parishad (World

Hindu Council or VHP), launched protests against a

mosque in Shimla, demanding its demolition over

claims of illegal construction. This soon expanded into

a broader campaign calling for economic boycotts of

Muslim-owned businesses and the expulsion of

Muslim migrant workers from the state.

Many Muslims, particularly migrant workers, have fled

the state, fearing for their safety. The fear and

insecurity intensified after the state government

initially mandated restaurants and food stalls to

display employees’ names, which critics argue could

facilitate discrimination against Muslim workers.

Muslim community leaders and civil society groups

have voiced concerns that these rallies are part of a

broader, systematic attempt to spread fear among

minorities. Some Muslim leaders are challenging a

court order to demolish parts of the mosque, while

others have consented to the demolition in an attempt

to de-escalate tensions. [Al Jazeera]

India: Samsung workers end strike

(lm) Workers at Samsung Electronics' factory in Tamil

Nadu, India, have ended a labor strike that lasted over

a month. Approximately 1,500 workers in Chennai

participated, demanding higher wages, improved

working conditions, and recognition of a newly-formed

union. Although Samsung has not yet recognized the

union, it has agreed to address other key demands.

The strike was one of the largest Samsung has faced

and posed challenges to India's positioning as an

alternative to China for manufacturing. The Centre of

Indian Trade Unions (CITU), which led the protests,

announced the end of the strike following discussions

between workers, Samsung management, and Tamil

Nadu labor officials.

The workers agreed to return to their jobs, while

Samsung committed not to penalize those who

participated in the strike. Negotiations on wages and

other benefits, including medical insurance, will

continue.

The factory in question contributes about one-third to

Samsung's USD 12 billion annual revenue in India.

[BBC]
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India: Junior doctors end two-week

hunger strike after meeting Chief Minister

Mamata Banerjee

(sct/lm) The West Bengal Junior Doctors’ Front ended

its two-week-long hunger strike on October 21,

following a meeting with Chief Minister Mamata

Banerjee. The doctors, who began fasting on October

5, were protesting over a rape and murder case at R.G.

Kar Medical College, calling for systemic reforms in the

state’s healthcare sector.

During the meeting, Chief Secretary Manoj Pant

announced the formation of an interim grievance

committee open to all medical professionals. The

government also committed to holding medical college

elections by March 2025 and implementing capacity-

building measures within hospitals, aligned with the

state's financial constraints.

Initially, the doctors demanded a written commitment

from the government, focusing on the establishment

of an elected grievance body and the immediate

removal of the Health Secretary over corruption

allegations. The hunger strike, which drew significant

public support from the victim’s family and civil society

groups, led to several doctors being hospitalized due

to worsening health.

Despite lifting the strike, the doctors expressed

skepticism about the government’s intentions and plan

to hold a mass convention at R.G. Kar Medical College

on October 26 to discuss their next steps. [The Hindu]

[The New Indian Express]

India: Sonam Wangchuk ends hunger

strike after center invites talks on Ladakh

demands

(lm) Climate activist Sonam Wangchuk concluded his

16-day hunger strike on October 21 after the Ministry

of Home Affairs invited civil society leaders from

Ladakh to a meeting set for December 3. The high-

powered committee (HPC), led by Minister of State for

Home Nityanand Rai, will focus on Ladakh’s four key

demands: statehood, tribal status under the Sixth

Schedule, local employment opportunities, and

separate parliamentary seats for Leh and Kargil.

Wangchuk, along with 20 volunteers, began the strike

on October 6 after being denied permission to protest

https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-slytjx-l-my/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-slytjx-l-mj/


at Jantar Mantar in Delhi. The protesters, including

retired soldiers and local activists, expressed concerns

over glacier melting and environmental degradation in

Ladakh. [The Hindu]

India: Election Commission orders

removal of Jharkhand's acting police chief

over bias complaints

(lm) The Election Commission of India (EC) has ordered

the Jharkhand state government to immediately

remove acting Director General of Police (DGP) Anurag

Gupta, following a series of past complaints about bias.

The EC directed that the position be handed over to

the senior-most available officer in the DGP cadre.

This decision is based on previous allegations of

misconduct against Gupta during elections. In the 2019

parliamentary elections, he was relieved of his duties

as Additional Director General (Special Branch)

following bias allegations by the Jharkhand Mukti

Morcha, a regional political party primarily

representing the tribal communities of the region.

Additionally, during the 2016 elections to Parliament’s

upper house, he faced accusations of authority misuse,

which led to an inquiry and a subsequent investigation

under the Prevention of Corruption Act, 1988. [The

Indian Express]

India: Tripura human rights panel orders

DGP probe into custodial death, seeks

interim report in 15 days

(lm) The Tripura Human Rights Commission has

directed the Director General of Police (DGP) to

investigate the alleged custodial torture and death of a

man from Manubazar in South Tripura district. The

commission has requested an interim report within 15

days, citing potential human rights violations.

The incident followed the arrest of the individual three

days earlier, with the family alleging torture during

custody led to his death. In response, five police

officers were suspended and arrested on October 18.

The state government has initiated a magisterial

inquiry, with officials confirming the suspension of the

officers involved.

Opposition leaders have criticized the government for

inadequate police accountability, while human rights
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activists have called for an impartial investigation,

describing the incident as "custodial murder." [The

Indian Express]

India: Official removed after controversy

over VIP entry at Mahakaleshwar Temple

(sct) In Ujjain, Madhya Pradesh, an official at the

Mahakaleshwar Temple was removed following

controversy over allowing Shrikant Shinde, son of

Maharashtra Chief Minister Eknath Shinde, into the

temple's inner sanctum on October 19. Entry to the

sanctum sanctorum is generally prohibited, leading to

criticism from the opposition Indian National Congress

over the incident.

The temple administration announced that the official,

who was in charge of darshan (viewing) arrangements,

was dismissed for negligence. Additionally, three

security personnel received show-cause notices, and

directives were issued to prevent future breaches. [The

Indian Express]

India: Crude oil import bill surges 12

percent in H1 FY25 amid domestic

production slump

(lm) India’s crude oil import expenditure rose by 12

percent during the first half of FY25, amounting to USD

71.3 billion, up from USD 63.7 billion in the same

period of FY24. According to data from the Petroleum

Planning and Analysis Cell, crude oil imports reached

120.5 million tons between April and September,

representing a 4 percent increase from the 115.9

million tons imported during the same period last year.

Despite the overall increase in the import bill, India's

crude oil import bill for September saw a 3 percent

decline, even as import volumes surged by 6.3 percent

to 18.6 million tons compared to September 2023.

India’s reliance on imported crude oil increased to 88.2

percent during the first six months of FY25, up from

87.6 percent in FY24, driven by rising demand and

stagnant domestic production. Domestic crude oil

production fell to 14.4 million tons during April-

September, down from 14.7 million tons in the same

period last year, continuing a trend of relatively flat

production over the past decade.
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To address this dependency, the Indian government

introduced a bill in Parliament to amend the Oilfields

(Regulation and Development) Act of 1948, expanding

the definition of mineral oils to include hydrocarbons

like shale gas and coal bed methane. This move aims

to attract greater industry participation and boost

domestic production.

Additionally, India is seeking to diversify its crude oil

supply sources amid geopolitical tensions, particularly

in the Middle East, by enhancing imports from Brazil.

However, logistical challenges and access to

discounted Russian crude could complicate these

efforts. [Business Standard]

India: RBI cracks down on shadow banks

for high-interest loans, rule violations

(lm) The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has ordered four

shadow banks to halt issuing new loans due to

excessive interest rates and violations of microfinance

rules. Among those affected are DMI Finance, backed

by Mitsubishi UFJ Financial Group, and Navi Finserv,

backed by Flipkart co-founder Sachin Bansal. The RBI’s

move follows recent warnings from Governor

Shaktikanta Das, who cautioned shadow lenders

against pursuing unchecked growth without robust risk

management.

The affected institutions have been found charging

exorbitant interest rates, as well as failing to properly

assess household income and repayment capabilities

for microfinance loans. These entities are required to

cease loan disbursements by October 21, 2024. In

addition to DMI Finance and Navi Finserv, Arohan

Financial Services and Asirvad Micro Finance Ltd., part

of Manappuram Finance, have also been penalized.

[Business Standard]

India: Doctors among 7 workers killed in

Kashmir tunnel site attack

(sct) In the deadliest civilian attack in decades, seven

workers, including a doctor, were killed by suspected

terrorists in India’s Kashmir region on October 20. The

attack targeted workers at a camp for a strategic

tunnel project connecting the Kashmir Valley with

Ladakh. Police attribute the assault to militants

opposing Indian rule in the disputed region, though no

group has claimed responsibility.
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The tunnel project, a critical military initiative, aims to

enhance connectivity to Ladakh, a region of strategic

importance along India’s de facto borders with

Pakistan and China. Since 2020, India and China have

engaged in military standoffs in the region, stationing

tens of thousands of troops along the Line of Actual

Control (LAC), bolstered by artillery, tanks, and fighter

jets.

This marks the fifth targeted attack in Kashmir this

year and the second since a new coalition government

assumed office on October 16. The incident

underscores a worrying trend of increased civilian

targeting, following the June attack on a pilgrim bus in

Jammu. So far in 2024, seven migrant workers have

been killed in Kashmir. [The Times of India] [Associated

Press]

Separately, a joint team of the Indian Army and local

police killed one militant during an infiltration attempt

in north Kashmir’s Baramulla district on October 20.

Authorities suspect the presence of another militant,

and search operations are ongoing. [The Indian

Express]

India: Maoists kill Indian National

Congress worker on suspicion of being

police informer in Chhattisgarh

(lm) An Indian National Congress party worker was

killed by suspected Maoists in Bijapur district,

Chhattisgarh, on October 19. The individual was

distributing rice as part of the Public Distribution

System (PDS) when five to six Maoists attacked him,

suspecting him of being a police informer due to his

brothers' involvement in the state police and the

Central Reserve Police Force (CRPF).

Between 2023 and March 2024, nine Bharatiya Janata

Party (BJP) leaders were similarly killed in Bastar

region, highlighting ongoing Maoist insurgency in

Chhattisgarh. [The Indian Express 1]

On the same day, an improvised explosive device (IED)

blast by Maoists in Chhattisgarh’s Narayanpur district

resulted in the deaths of two Indo-Tibetan Border

Police (ITBP) personnel and injuries to two police

officers. The blast occurred as a joint security team,

comprising ITBP, Border Security Force (BSF), Bastar

Fighters, District Reserve Guard (DRG), and local police,

was returning from an anti-Maoist operation.

This incident follows a major encounter on October 4

in Abujhmad, where 38 Maoists were killed by security
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forces. The region, considered a Maoist stronghold,

has seen intensified operations as part of the "Maad

Bachao Abhiyan," with security forces reclaiming about

4,000 square kilometers since April. [The Indian

Express 2]

India: Security forces seize arms in

Manipur's Thoubal district

(ad) Security forces seized a 9mm pistol, four hand

grenades, a detonator, 12 cartridges, four empty

magazines, six empty cartridges, and a smoke grenade

during a search operation in Thoubal district, on

October 19. The operation is part of ongoing efforts to

curb violence in Manipur, where over 200 people have

been killed and thousands displaced since May 2023

due to ethnic clashes between the Imphal Valley-based

Meiteis and the hill-based Kukis. [The Print]

The violence stems from longstanding ethnic tensions,

exacerbated by issues like land rights and affirmative

action policies. The Meiteis, who form the majority in

the valley, have sought Scheduled Tribe status, which

Kukis and other hill tribes oppose, fearing loss of

opportunities and land rights.

Maldives: Finance Minister proposes USD

325 million supplementary budget amid

scrutiny over unaccounted funds

(lm) Maldivian Finance Minister Moosa Zameer has

proposed a supplementary budget of MVR 5 billion

(USD 325 million) to parliament, aimed at addressing

discrepancies in the state budget. The proposal follows

revelations of unrecorded expenses exceeding MVR 2

billion (USD 130 million) from 2023, as well as an

additional MVR 2.5 billion (USD 162.5 million) from

previous years. Joined by Attorney General Ahmed

Usham, Zameer announced that the Finance Ministry

is working with the Auditor General’s Office to resolve

the inconsistencies. [the edition 1] [the edition 2]

Zameer emphasized that the supplementary budget

awaits cabinet approval and further consultations with

President Mohamed Muizzu. In response to the

discrepancies, the Finance Ministry temporarily

suspended its Weekly Fiscal Development series to

prevent misreporting. Any adjustments to the financial

records, according to Zameer, will align with the Public

Finance Act and constitutional guidelines under the

guidance of the Attorney General.

https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-slytjx-l-ct/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-slytjx-l-ct/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-slytjx-l-ci/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-slytjx-l-cd/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-slytjx-l-ch/


Against the backdrop of the unveiled financial

discrepancies, Vice President Hussain Mohamed

Latheef accused the former Maldivian Democratic

Party (MDP)-led administration of abusing its

parliamentary supermajority to mismanage state

finances, particularly during the COVID-19 pandemic.

Latheef emphasized the need for transparency

regarding these discrepancies, asserting that funds,

including foreign aid, were mishandled.

The allegations were refuted by former Finance

Minister Ibrahim Ameer, who claimed that the current

administration deliberately withheld key financial

information and failed to disclose discrepancies in a

timely manner. Ameer also criticized the lack of

significant new development initiatives under the new

administration. [SunOnline]

Meanwhile, the Maldivian Parliament unanimously

approved a revised budget of MVR 114 million (USD

7.41 million) for the Auditor General's Office, up from

the initially proposed MVR 99.5 million (USD 6.47

million). This increase aims to implement salary

adjustments for audit staff and support the

construction of a new office building in Hulhumale. The

decision marks a rare budget increase for an

independent institution, emphasizing the need for

stronger oversight amid ongoing financial scrutiny.

[avas.mv]

In a related development, the MDP reiterated its

commitment to hold the government accountable for

delays in addressing public interest matters in

Parliament. Spokesperson Mauroof Zakir emphasized

that progress depends on cooperation from the ruling

People's National Congress (PNC), which holds a

supermajority. MDP Parliamentary Group Leader

Ibrahim Nazil echoed these concerns, highlighting the

need for prompt legislative action. [avas.mv]

Maldives: Debate continues over bill to

ban entry for Israeli passport holders

(mt) The Maldives’ opposition Maldivian Democratic

Party (MDP) has criticized the delay of a bill banning

Israeli passport holders from entering the country. The

bill, introduced in May 2024, passed its initial

parliamentary vote but stalled at the committee stage.

Efforts by MDP to expedite the bill through an

emergency motion were blocked by the parliament

secretariat, citing it as an ongoing matter under

consideration.
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MP Meekail Ahmed Naseem, who introduced the bill,

accused the ruling People’s National Congress (PNC) of

lacking urgency, despite public demand for the bill's

passage. The PNC, which holds a parliamentary

supermajority, has since expressed support for

speeding up the legislation, aligning with President

Mohamed Muizzu’s position.

Attorney General Ahmed Usham has raised concerns

about the bill’s wording, noting that it could

inadvertently affect Palestinians who travel on Israeli

passports. He has suggested amendments to prevent

such complications before the legislation moves

forward. [edition.mv 1] [edition.mv 2]

Maldives: Asset Recovery Bill delayed

until 2025, Attorney General clarifies

(mt) The Maldivian government has announced that

the proposed Asset Recovery Bill will not be submitted

to the People’s Majlis this year, contrary to initial plans.

Attorney General Ahmed Usham confirmed the delay

during a press conference on October 21, stating that

the bill will now be introduced in the first session of

2025. The postponement is due to the Anti-Corruption

Commission (ACC) not forwarding the bill to the

Attorney General's Office in time.

President Muizzu had initially declared in July that the

Asset Recovery Bill would be critical to reclaiming

funds lost to corruption and embezzlement. Muizzu

emphasized that recovering state assets is a priority, as

these resources rightfully belong to the people. He also

called for the prosecution of those involved in corrupt

activities and asset misappropriation.

AG Usham indicated that the Attorney General's Office

is drafting the bill independently, aiming to establish a

legal mechanism to nullify undervalued asset

agreements and ensure fair value for the state. Usham

accused the previous administration of transferring

assets at below-market prices and underscored the

need for legal measures to address this issue.

However, the government’s approach to recovering

assets stored abroad remains uncertain, despite

Muizzu’s earlier commitment to retrieving funds from

overseas, including those lost in the Maldives

Marketing and Public Relations Corporation (MMPRC)

corruption case. Usham did not provide further details

on how international recoveries will be managed,

creating a gap between the president’s broader

recovery agenda and the specifics of the bill.

[raajje.mv]
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Maldives: Khaleel appointed deputy

president, Haleem named secretary

general of PPM

(lm) The Progressive Party of Maldives (PPM) has

appointed Foreign Affairs Minister Abdulla Khaleel as

its new Deputy President. The decision was made

during a recent senate meeting, marking the first such

gathering after a significant interval.

The appointment was confirmed by a member of the

ruling People's National Congress (PNC), PPM's

coalition partner, who noted that it was a unanimous

decision. Additionally, Indira Gandhi Memorial Hospital

CEO Ibrahim Abdul Razzaq has been appointed as

PPM's Secretary General.

The senate meeting was held amid social media

rumors about PPM’s potential dissolution, which were

dismissed by party officials. Khaleel joins current

Deputy Presidents, Fisheries Minister Ahmed Shiyam

and Defense Minister Mohamed Ghassan Maumoon.

Following the new administration’s formation, several

PPM leaders had transitioned to the PNC. [the edition]

Maldives: Prosecutor General to appeal

child sexual assault case after judge

questions victim

(mt) The Prosecutor General’s Office plans to appeal a

recent acquittal in a child sexual assault case where

the presiding judge raised questions about the victim’s

credibility. The appeal, set to be filed with the High

Court, challenges a July 25 ruling that cleared the

accused despite evidence of sexual misconduct. The

judge questioned the victim's behavior during the

incident, suggesting that a child would have protested

or left the scene if assaulted. The Judicial Services

Commission is reviewing the judge's remarks as a

possible disciplinary matter. [edition.mv]

Maldives: Police investigate grooming

case involving teacher

(mt) Maldivian police are investigating a reported case

of a male teacher allegedly grooming a group of

students and engaging in age-inappropriate

conversations. Authorities have not disclosed the

location to protect the identities of the children
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involved. The incident was reported to the police on

October 19, and the investigation is currently ongoing.

[edition.mv]

Maldives: Ziyau removed from parliament

secretariat; to appeal dismissal

(mt) Hassan Ziyau, Media and Communications

Director of the Maldives Parliament, has been

dismissed for alleged violations of the Parliamentary

Service Code of Conduct. Ziyau claims his removal was

politically motivated and linked to his opposition to

backdated procurement requests by senior officials.

He intends to challenge the decision at the

Employment Tribunal, Human Rights Commission, and

Parliament’s General Purpose Committee. Ziyau, who

joined the Parliament in 2019 after 13 years with Public

Service Media, managed media relations and

publications for the secretariat. [edition.mv]

Maldives: NGO launches The Redline

Platform for reporting freedom of

expression violations

(mt) The Association for Democracy in the Maldives has

launched The Redline Platform, a portal for the public to

report instances where their freedom of expression

has been infringed upon. The website, unveiled at an

event by the Maldives Association of Persons with

Disabilities, will collect data on free expression

violations to identify trends and inform reports, which

will guide advocacy efforts for policy reforms. While

not an investigative body, it also provides a link

between litigators and those seeking legal action,

ensuring anonymity for users. The service is open to all

individuals over 18. [edition.mv]

Maldives: Protesters accuse government

of ignoring citizens’ concerns over housing

rights

(mt) Protesters gathered near Parliament in Malé on

October 21, demanding the government fulfill

promises of allocated plots of land and flats from the

former administration's housing scheme. Led by

opposition Maldivian Democratic Party (MDP)

members, the demonstration highlighted that citizens'

housing rights have been neglected for an extended

period.
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Protesters emphasized that their efforts were aimed at

ensuring guaranteed rights, not toppling the

government. However, police pushed them back over

100 feet from the parliament building, prompting

criticism for obstructing their peaceful efforts to

engage parliamentarians. [raajje.mv]

Maldives: National Drug Agency questions

effectiveness of community-based drug

treatment

(mt) ational Drug Agency (NDA) Acting CEO Mohamed

Rashid has expressed skepticism about the

effectiveness of community-based treatment for drug

addiction in the Maldives. In a recent press conference,

Rashid explained that while international best

practices encourage addicts to remain with family

during treatment, this approach has shown limited

success locally.

He noted that while community-based options like

semi-residential programs exist, Maldivian social

dynamics make it challenging. Rashid highlighted that

small communities, where personal connections are

prevalent, often lack support systems, making

residential rehabilitation a more viable option.

Currently, 300-400 drug addicts reside in the

community, with many failing to attend NDA's

psychological wellness sessions.

Rashid also pointed to the rise of synthetic drug use,

leading to complex psychological issues, which

demands a shift in treatment approaches. The NDA

manages residential and non-residential treatment

centers, with facilities in Kaafu atoll Himmafushi, Addu,

Fuvahmulah, and Gaafu Dhaalu atoll Thinadhoo,

providing a combined bed capacity of 350. [avas.mv]

[edition.mv]

Maldives: Plans underway for equitable

distribution of solar panels among

households

(mt) Environment Minister Thorig Ibrahim announced

ongoing discussions to ensure fair distribution of solar

panel installations among households in the Maldives.

The statement was made in response to Kanditheemu

MP Ameen Faisal's query during a recent Parliament

session. Faisal noted that 43 percent of Kanditheemu's

energy needs are met through solar energy but
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expressed concerns about unequal access to

installations for interested households.

The minister confirmed that the government is

assessing ways to distribute solar energy capacity

equally across all households. He highlighted that

limitations on solar panel installations stem from

concerns about sudden drops in solar power output

due to climate change, which could lead to outages. To

address this, efforts are underway to expand the

energy grid and enhance battery storage systems on

the island. [avas.mv]

Maldives: 'Operation Hiraas Faas' inspects

over 300 buildings, 100 warehouses for

chemical safety

(mt) Over 300 residential buildings and 100

warehouses were inspected during ‘Operation Hiraas

Faas,’ conducted by the Maldives National Defence

Force (MNDF) from October 1 to 15. The initiative,

translating to 'Operation Danger Check,' aimed to

ensure compliance with regulations on chemical

storage and trading.

Efforts included raising public awareness and

identifying fire hazards across Malé City, Hulhumalé,

Vilimalé, and Thilafushi. Inspection teams surveyed 399

residential buildings, 144 chemical storage

warehouses, and 62 chemical trading outlets.

The operation, prompted by past fire incidents in

similar facilities, involved MNDF’s Fire and Rescue

Service, Malé Area Command, and the Maldives Police

Service. [raajje.mv]

Maldives: Only five of 93 protected areas

properly monitored, says climate minister

(mt) Maldives' Climate Change Minister Thoriq Ibrahim

stated that only five out of the country’s 93 protected

areas are properly managed. The government plans to

enhance protection efforts by creating a

comprehensive management strategy. Thoriq

mentioned proposals to develop nature parks in each

atoll, with work expected to start next year.

The well-managed areas include Hanifaru Bay,

Olhugiri, and Mendhoo in Baa Atoll, along with

Dhandimagu Kilhi in Fuvahmulah and Eadhigali Kilhi

and Koattey in Addu. The total protected area spans
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64,095.2 hectares. Additionally, Lhaviyani Atoll is set to

become a new biosphere reserve, joining Baa, Addu,

and Fuvahmulah.[edition.mv]

Maldives: MQA appeals High Court ruling

on PhD certificate acceptance in Supreme

Court

(mt) The Maldives Qualifications Authority (MQA) has

appealed a High Court ruling that mandated the

acceptance of a PhD certificate previously rejected by

the authority. The PhD, offered by a Sri Lankan

institution in collaboration with a college in the

Philippines, was initially recognized by MQA in 2016

but was revoked in 2018, limiting recognition to those

enrolled before the policy change.

Despite this, MQA refused to validate the certificate

when submitted for approval in 2021. The High Court

ruled in favor of recognizing the qualification,

prompting MQA's appeal to the Supreme Court last

week. The Supreme Court has yet to decide whether it

will accept the appeal for review. [edition.mv]

Maldives: USD 1.33 million verdict against

MIFCO upheld by Civil Court

(mt) The Civil Court has upheld a previous ruling

requiring Maldives Industrial Fisheries Company Ltd

(MIFCO) to pay MVR 20.5 million (USD 1.33 million) in

damages to Employment Bureau Maldives. The ruling

stems from a breach of contract case filed by the

bureau, which mandated MIFCO to compensate the

private company with a one-time payment within 14

days.

MIFCO sought to overturn the judgment under the Civil

Procedure Act, arguing it had valid reasons for non-

payment and wanted to submit new evidence.

However, the court rejected MIFCO's request, stating

that the company failed to present sufficient grounds

to modify the original decision. The judgment remains

in effect, with no changes required. [edition.mv]

Maldives: Lawsuit over UAE embassy’s

unpaid rent appealed in High Court

(mt) A lawsuit seeking over USD 92,000 (MVR 1.4

million) in unpaid rent by the United Arab Emirates
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Embassy in the Maldives has been appealed in the

High Court following its dismissal. The embassy

operated from the 'Niusha' building in Malé from May

2020 to October 2022 but allegedly failed to pay USD

42,900 in rent after the building's ownership changed

in August 2022.

The property owner also claimed an additional USD

48,720 due to the termination of the lease agreement

without required notice, bringing the total demand to

more than USD 92,000. The initial ruling cited the

Vienna Convention on Diplomatic Relations, which

grants embassies diplomatic immunity, thereby

barring legal proceedings in Maldivian courts.

The appeal mirrors a previous case involving the Indian

Embassy, where the Supreme Court upheld diplomatic

immunity for foreign embassies, preventing rent-

related lawsuits under Maldivian law. [edition.mv]

Maldives: Supreme Court rejects appeal

over protest detention case

(mt) In the Maldives, the Supreme Court has rejected

an appeal challenging the High Court’s ruling regarding

the detention of Aishath Shadhiya, who was arrested

for protesting near various embassies, calling for an

end to Israel's actions in Gaza. Shadhiya, along with

Shazra Ibrahim, was detained twice last month for

participating in these protests but is currently on

conditional release after the Criminal Court extended

their remand on two occasions.

Earlier this month, the High Court ruled that Shadhiya's

five-day detention was unlawful. However, the

prosecution appealed this decision to the Supreme

Court, which the Registrar has now declined to accept.

The High Court had also clarified that while Shadhiya's

detention was deemed illegal, compensation cannot be

granted during remand proceedings. According to the

Criminal Procedure Act, claims for damages due to

unlawful detention must be pursued in a civil court, as

the amount sought cannot be determined at the

remand stage. [the edition]

Maldives: Protests escalate over behavior

of minor in Veymandoo

(lm) Protests have erupted in Thaa Atoll Veymandoo

following violent incidents involving a 16-year-old girl

at the Family and Children's Service Centre (FCSC).
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Relocated to the island nine months ago, the girl has

been involved in fights at school and recently attacked

an FCSC employee, prompting residents to demand

her removal from the island.

The Ministry of Family and Social Development

responded by initiating plans to relocate all five

children at the center. Ministry staff visited Veymandoo

last week, and the island council issued a 24-hour

deadline for relocation.

As tensions escalated, police intervened and used tear

gas to disperse the crowd, leading to injuries. The new

location for the children’s transfer has not been

disclosed. [the edition]

Maldives: Prosecutor General resubmits

case against former Vice President

following return

(mt) The Prosecutor General's Office has resubmitted

the case against former Vice President Abdulla Jihad

after his recent return to the Maldives. The case had

been dismissed earlier by the High Court due to

difficulties in summoning Jihad, as his whereabouts

were unclear.

Jihad, who returned last week, faces charges related to

the 2013 signing of the Fushidhiggaru Falhu agreement

while he was Minister of Finance. The joint venture

deal, made with a foreign company, gave the Maldives

government a 25 percent stake, contrary to official

advice. The Criminal Court had previously dismissed

the case due to errors in the investigation.

The Prosecutor General's Office also previously filed a

separate case to recover MVR 1.1 million (USD 71,500)

for Jihad’s use of a Rehendhi flat during his tenure as

Vice President, but this was later withdrawn. With

Jihad’s return, the case and related documents have

now been refiled with the High Court. [the edition]

Maldives: Tax hikes necessary despite

opposition from resort owners, says PNC

leader

(mt) People's National Congress (PNC) Parliamentary

Group Leader Ibrahim Falah has defended the need to

increase the Tourism Goods and Services Tax (TGST),

acknowledging disapproval from resort owners and

businesspeople. Speaking during a parliamentary
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debate on the GST Act amendment, Falah argued that

raising TGST is crucial for the country's financial

stability.

Falah’s remarks were in response to Ahmed Siyam,

owner of Sun Travels and Member of Parliament for

Meedhoo, who warned that annual tax increases could

lead to financial ruin. Falah emphasized that the

proposed tax increase is minimal compared to

government concessions offered to businesses,

including low-interest loans backed by sovereign

guarantees. He criticized businesses for not providing

competitive salaries and opportunities, which could

reduce the state’s financial burden.

Siyam noted that taxes in the Maldives are higher than

in developed countries, but Falah countered that, by

international standards, taxes in the Maldivian tourism

sector remain low. In August, the current

administration declined Siyam's request for a USD 165

million (MVR 2.5 billion) loan backed by a sovereign

guarantee, breaking from previous administrations

that had provided such guarantees for resort

development. [edition.mv]

Maldives: Former Fenaka staff charged

with obtaining undue benefits

(lm) The Anti-Corruption Commission (ACC) has

referred a case to the Prosecutor General's Office

against a former senior staff member of Fenaka

Corporation’s Mathimaradhoo Branch in Laamu Gan.

Fenaka Corporation, a state-owned utility company,

manages electricity, water, and sewerage services

across the Maldives.

The individual is accused of using his position to secure

undue benefits for a family-related company. The ACC

alleges that, in 2019, the former Assistant Manager

awarded a renovation contract for the Mathimaradhoo

nursery to a company with which he had familial ties.

This contract, intended to facilitate the relocation of all

power houses to the same branch, was granted in

violation of Fenaka’s regulations.

On September 29, the ACC submitted the case,

recommending charges for misuse of an official

position to gain undue benefits. [the edition]

Maldives: Government to amend law to

dissolve Hulhumale' Magistrate Court
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(mt) The government plans to propose an amendment

to the Courts Act to dissolve the Hulhumale' Magistrate

Court. This move aligns with the existing provision in

the Courts Act that prohibits magistrate courts on

islands with superior courts, such as those in Male'.

However, a 2012 Supreme Court ruling previously

upheld the legality of the Hulhumale' Magistrate Court.

Attorney General Ahmed Usham confirmed that the

drafting of the amendment is underway, indicating

that the court's dissolution is imminent. The Judicial

Service Commission (JSC) had also attempted to

abolish the court in 2022, but differences with the

Supreme Court over the process halted the effort.

The High Court has raised concerns about the

challenges posed by maintaining a separate magistrate

court in Hulhumale', which complicates the

administration of justice in Male' City. [edition.mv 1]

[edition.mv 2]

Maldives: Two state ministers reassigned

as part of political position cuts

(mt) In line with President Mohamed Muizzu’s initiative

to reduce the number of political positions, two state

ministers have been reassigned to different ministries.

Dr. Abdullah Fairoosh, previously serving at the

Ministry of Higher Education, Labor, and Skills

Development, has been appointed to the Ministry of

Homeland Security and Technology. Aishath Safoora,

formerly at the Ministry of Education, has been

reassigned as a state minister at the Ministry of

Defense.

This restructuring means the Ministry of Defense now

has two state ministers and two deputy ministers,

while the Ministry of Homeland Security and

Technology has four state ministers and 13 deputy

ministers.

On October 15, President Muizzu announced plans to

dismiss 228 political appointees from various

government ministries as part of the Economic Reform

Agenda aimed at cutting government expenditure. This

move includes removing seven state ministers, 43

deputy ministers, 109 senior political directors, and 69

political directors, all to be completed within 15 days.

The President stated that these measures are

expected to save MVR 5.714 million (USD 371,400) per

month, totaling MVR 68.568 million (USD 4.45 million)

annually.
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Despite pledges to keep the number of political

appointees under 700, the administration has been

criticized for significantly increasing appointments

without disclosing the total figure. The President has

recently outlined other cost-cutting measures,

emphasizing a reduction in recurring expenses,

including political appointments. [rajjee]

Recent data collected under the Right to Information

Act from 16 state institutions revealed a total of 1,249

appointees, with the highest numbers in the Ministry

of Health (218), Ministry of Sports (205), and the

President's Office (345). Four ministries—Youth

Empowerment, Information and Art; Housing, Land,

and Urban Development; Transport; and Foreign

Affairs—did not provide data. [edition.mv]

Maldives: Four sentenced to life for drug

trafficking, assets seized by state

(lm) Four individuals have been sentenced to life

imprisonment by the Criminal Court of the Maldives

for drug trafficking. The court also ordered the seizure

of funds obtained through illegal activities.

The arrests were made on January 12, 2021, during a

special police operation that uncovered large

quantities of drugs and cash. The operation led to the

discovery of MVR 1,466,000 (USD 95,290) in one

residence, while additional amounts were seized at

other locations.

The convicted individuals were fined, with penalties

ranging from MVR 500,000 (USD 32,500) to MVR 2

million (USD 130,000), all to be paid within a year.

Under Article 158(a) of the Drugs Act, any assets linked

to criminal activities are deemed proceeds of crime

unless proven otherwise. While the defendants argued

that the seized funds were not linked to criminal

activities, they failed to provide sufficient evidence.

The court upheld the life sentences, rejecting claims

that the drugs were for personal use. [the edition]

Maldives: 840 reports on expatriates,

mostly linked to illegal businesses

(mt) Immigration Watch, an online portal launched on

July 17 to report expatriates living and working illegally

in the Maldives, has received 840 reports within three

months. The latest statistics from Maldives

Immigration reveal that most reports involve
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expatriates running illegal businesses, such as grocery

stores, guesthouses, and cafés, leading to staff

detentions and business closures.

Key complaints submitted to Immigration Watch

include 221 cases of illegal businesses, 206 work visa

violations, 50 cases of prostitution, 7 cases of black-

market dollar exchange, 9 drug trafficking incidents,

and 7 human trafficking cases.

Authorities have completed investigations on 596

cases, with 174 deemed invalid or unverifiable, while

70 cases are still under review. Addressing illegal

expatriate activities remains a high priority for the

government, which has deported over 4,000

expatriates in the past ten months as part of ongoing

operations to identify and manage such cases.

[avas.mv] [the edition]

Maldives: High Court dismisses appeal

over surrendered apartments of former

FAM President

(mt) The High Court has dismissed an appeal by former

Football Association of Maldives (FAM) President

Bassam Adeel Jaleel to reclaim two luxury apartments

that were surrendered to the Maldives Police Service

(MPS) following a court order. The Hulhumalé

Magistrate Court had instructed Bassam to hand over

the apartments by October 6 as part of an

investigation related to the FAM embezzlement case.

Bassam requested an extension to vacate the

apartments until October 31, citing “humanitarian”

reasons. Initially granted by the police, this extension

sparked public backlash. After reassessing the

situation on October 4, the MPS withdrew the

extension, and Bassam complied with the order by

surrendering the apartments on October 8.

The High Court Registrar rejected Bassam’s appeal,

which was filed on the same day the apartments were

surrendered.

The case is part of broader corruption allegations

against Bassam, who was suspended by the

International Federation of Association Football (FIFA)

in August 2024. He faces charges of money laundering

and fraud, stemming from the misuse of FAM funds,

including a USD 1.9 million loan from FIFA during the

COVID-19 pandemic. Bassam allegedly used these

funds to purchase apartments at Amin Avenue. The

Prosecutor General’s Office also seeks to recover USD

10,000 allegedly laundered.
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FIFA provided a total of USD 12.4 million in aid to FAM

between 2018 and October 2023. Additional funds

came from the Maldivian government and field rentals.

Prosecutors allege that these funds were improperly

converted to Maldivian Rufiyaa, used to purchase

properties, fund Bassam’s personal businesses, and

cover family expenses, including travel. Bassam is also

linked to the Maldives Marketing and Public Relations

Corporation (MMPRC) money laundering case, which is

under investigation by the Anti-Corruption

Commission (ACC). [raajje.mv]

Maldives: Compensation sought for ex-

MNDF officer dismissed after presidential

speedboat blast

(mt) The High Court has referred the case of Moosa

Zameer, a former Maldives National Defence Force

(MNDF) officer, to the Civil Court to determine the

compensation he is entitled to following his dismissal

over the 2015 presidential speedboat explosion. The

incident occurred on September 28, 2015, as former

President Abdulla Yameen and his wife returned to

Malé after the Hajj pilgrimage. The explosion injured

the former first lady, and Yameen later alleged it was

an assassination attempt by then-Vice President

Ahmed Adeeb Abdul Ghafoor.

Zameer, along with Ahmed Tihaam, was accused of

boarding the speedboat and tampering with evidence

without authorization. Both were dismissed from their

MNDF positions and sentenced to four months and 24

days in prison by the Criminal Court. However, in 2019,

the High Court overturned Zameer's prison sentence.

Following his exoneration, Zameer sought

reinstatement and MVR 1 million (USD 65,000) in

compensation through the Civil Court. The Civil Court

ruled that his dismissal was in accordance with military

regulations and found no basis for reinstatement,

stating that military law does not mandate

reinstatement after a court verdict, even if later

overturned. The case was then appealed at the High

Court.

The High Court upheld that Zameer will not be

reinstated but instructed the Civil Court to determine

an appropriate compensation amount. The court

concluded that monetary compensation would be the

fairest resolution in place of job reinstatement.

[raajje.mv]
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Maldives: Minimum compensation for

wrongful workplace death set at nearly

USD 100,000

(lm), In the Maldives, the Labour Relations Authority

(LRA) has introduced a new regulation, the Workplace

Safety and Health Protection Regulation, mandating a

minimum compensation of MVR 1.46 million (USD

94,900) for the wrongful workplace death of

employees. The regulation requires employers to

compensate employees or their heirs for workplace

injuries, disabilities, or fatalities.

In cases of workplace injuries, employers must cover

medical expenses, wages lost due to treatment, and

additional compensation for temporary or permanent

disabilities. Compensation for permanent disabilities

ranges from MVR 1.26 million (USD 81,900) to MVR 19

million (USD 1.24 million), depending on factors like

age and degree of disability.

For workplace deaths, the compensation is based on

the employee's age, income, and employer negligence.

In cases of death without employer negligence, heirs

receive a minimum of MVR 50,000 (USD 3,250). If

negligence is proven, compensation starts at MVR 1.46

million and can reach up to MVR 15.4 million (USD 1

million).

The regulation also emphasizes measures to enhance

workplace safety and reduce the risk of injuries or

fatalities. [the edition]

Maldives: New foreign currency

regulations in tourism sector introduce

hefty fines for non-compliance

(axc) Facing a severe foreign currency shortage, the

Maldives has implemented stricter regulations to

control foreign currency transactions, particularly

within the tourism sector. As of October 1, the

Maldives Monetary Authority (MMA) mandates that all

foreign currency revenue from tourism must be

deposited in local banks, restricting most transactions

to the Maldivian Rufiyaa (MVR). Violations could incur

fines ranging from MVR 5,000 (USD 325) to MVR 1

million (USD 65,000).

Under the new rules, domestic transactions—including

payments for goods, services, wages, and rent—must

primarily be conducted in MVR, with invoicing in

foreign currency prohibited. Exceptions apply to

exports, remittances, and certain legally mandated
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dollar payments. Tourism operators, such as resorts

and guesthouses, are now required to exchange a

minimum of USD 500 per tourist into MVR through

licensed banks.

The regulation also requires tourism businesses to

register with the central bank and deposit foreign

currency earnings into local accounts within 87 days

after each month. This measure aims to increase

foreign exchange availability from the tourism sector,

which attracted 1.8 million visitors last year. [CNBC]

Maldives: Government to draft AI

masterplan for economic growth

(lm) Maldivian President Mohamed Muizzu has

announced that the government is developing a

masterplan to incorporate Artificial Intelligence (AI) for

the country’s economic benefit. The masterplan aims

to establish risk management measures for AI usage

and create a supporting legal framework.

The decision emerged from discussions during a

recent cabinet meeting, with the masterplan drawing

insights from AI initiatives in regional countries. The

President has tasked the Ministry of Homeland

Security and Technology and the Ministry of Economic

Development and Trade with drafting the necessary

documentation.

The initiative aligns with the administration's goal of

building a digital economy by 2030, a priority President

Muizzu has highlighted during his recent international

trips. [the edition]

Maldives: Solar ferry pilot project

launched by Ministry of Climate Change,

Environment, and Energy

(mt) The Ministry of Climate Change, Environment, and

Energy has introduced a solar-powered ferry as part of

a pilot project aimed at promoting sustainable public

transportation. Environment Minister Thoriq Ibrahim

announced at a recent press conference that the ferry,

constructed under the initiative, is expected to arrive in

the Maldives by the end of the year.

The solar ferry pilot is part of a series of renewable

energy projects launched by the ministry. Among these

initiatives are community-assisted solar ice plants, with

physical work set to begin on two of the four planned
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locations. Additionally, a 100 kW wind turbine will be

installed on the islands, while efforts to generate 25

kW of electricity from ocean currents are underway.

Solar irrigation systems are also planned to support

agriculture on four islands.

President Muizzu has committed to increasing

renewable energy to account for 33 percent of the

Maldives' energy generation by 2028, reducing the

nation's reliance on fuel. At the time of this

administration’s start, the installed capacity of

renewable energy was only 53 MW, representing just

four percent of total energy use. To support this

transition, the government has also developed a five-

year energy policy. [edition.mv]

Maldives: China remains top tourist

source as arrivals increase in 2024

(sl) China remains the top tourist source for the

Maldives in 2024, with 232,255 arrivals by mid-

October, representing 14.9 percent of the total. Tourist

arrivals have increased by 9.6 percent compared to the

same period last year, reaching 1.56 million visitors as

of October 14.

Russia and the United Kingdom rank second and third,

with 170,898 and 131,608 arrivals, respectively. The

Maldives targets two million arrivals this year, up from

1.8 million in 2023.

Efforts to diversify tourism markets continue, as

average daily arrivals stand at 5,429, with tourists

staying for about eight days. The highest daily arrival

this year was recorded on February 10, with over

10,000 tourists. [Raajje.mv]

Nepal: Rastriya Swatantra Party chief

Lamichhane arrested on fraud, organized

crime charges

(lm) Former Deputy Prime Minister and Rastriya

Swatantra Party (RSP) leader Rabi Lamichhane was

arrested on October 19 following a court order from

Kaski District.

The arrest, based on allegations of embezzling funds

through Gorkha Media Network—where Lamichhane

was managing director before joining politics in 2022—

follows a special parliamentary probe committee's

findings that implicated Lamichhane and others in
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misusing public funds from cooperatives. The case

revolves around Suryadarshan Cooperative in Pokhara,

with the Kaski court issuing warrants for Lamichhane

and 13 others, including business associates.

Lamichhane will face initial hearings in Kaski District

Court, where police can seek up to 60 days' custody for

investigation, with potential extensions to 90 days if

money laundering charges are pursued. Lamichhane

remains a member of parliament and party president

until a court decision mandates judicial custody.

The arrest is politically charged, with the RSP accusing

authorities of exploiting legal loopholes to target

Lamichhane while protecting those responsible for the

embezzlement of NPR 87 billion (USD 652.5 million)

from cooperatives. The party linked the arrest to a

broader conspiracy, alleging it aimed to undermine

their movement and shield those implicated in major

scandals, including the Bhutanese refugee scam and

the wide-body aircraft scandal. [The Kathmandu Post

1] [The Kathmandu Post 2]

Against this backdrop, following Lamichhane’s arrest,

supporters of the RSP staged protests in Pokhara and

Kathmandu, vowing to continue their protests until

Lamichhane receives a fair trial. [The Kathmandu Post

3]

Nepal: Ruling Unified Marxist-Leninist

party under fire ‘generous’ donations

(lm) Nepal’s ruling Communist Party of Nepal (Unified

Marxist-Leninist) (CPN-UML) is under scrutiny for

accepting a controversial donation from Min Bahadur

Gurung, owner of the Bhatbhateni supermarket chain,

who was previously jailed for misappropriating

government property. Gurung donated 0.55 hectares

of land for the CPN-UML's new headquarters in

Kirtipur, sparking concerns about ethics and

transparency.

On October 11, Prime Minister and CPN-UML Chair KP

Sharma Oli laid the foundation stone for the party

office, triggering criticism from within the party and the

public. CPN-UML member Binda Pandey publicly

questioned the decision, citing a lack of broad

consultation and warning that such donations could be

detrimental in the long run. Political experts and

economists have also criticized the donation,

highlighting conflicts of interest and the lack of clear

laws on political donations in Nepal.
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In 2023, Gurung was sentenced to two years in prison

for his role in the Lalita Niwas land scandal but was

later released on bail. [The Kathmandu Post]

Nepal: Opposition submits memorandum

to prime minister amid fears of ordinance

to split parties

(lm) Nepal’s opposition parties have raised alarms over

the government's alleged plan to introduce an

ordinance that could facilitate party splits.

During an October 18 meeting in Kathmandu, led by

Communist Party of Nepal (CPN) (Maoist Centre)

Chairman Pushpa Kamal Dahal, opposition leaders

from parties including the Rastriya Swatantra Party

(RSP), Rastriya Prajatantra Party (RPP), and CPN

(Unified Socialist) expressed concerns that Prime

Minister KP Sharma Oli might leverage an ordinance to

weaken smaller parties, including those within the

ruling coalition. [The Kathmandu Post 1]

This fear is compounded by a legal gap that emerged

in 2021 when then-Prime Minister Sher Bahadur

Deuba reduced the requirements for forming new

parties from 40 percent to 20 percent support among

lawmakers and central committee members. The

ordinance, which facilitated new parties led by Madhav

Kumar Nepal and Mahantha Thakur, lapsed without

parliamentary approval, leaving unclear pathways for

party registration and recognition.

Recent party splits, such as Ashok Rai’s faction within

Janata Samajbadi Party-Nepal (JSP-Nepal), were

approved despite failing to meet the original 40

percent support threshold. The split now faces legal

challenges in the Supreme Court. Meanwhile, efforts

by Unified Socialist dissidents to rejoin CPN-UML have

been stalled by the absence of clear legislation. Critics

blame major political parties for failing to address the

legal void, which has already complicated party

realignments and weakened coalition dynamics. [The

Kathmandu Post 2]

To counter any potential ordinance, opposition parties

formed a three-member taskforce following an

October 19 meeting led by Dahal, with participation

from opposition and ruling coalition members,

including the Loktantrik Samajbadi Party and Nagarik

Unmukti Party. On October 21, the taskforce submitted

a memorandum to Prime Minister Oli, who stated that

he has no plans to introduce an ordinance for party

division. [The Kathmandu Post 3] [Ratopati]
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Nepal: Chief Justice Raut presents

judiciary reform report in full court

session

(lm) Nepal’s Chief Justice Prakashman Singh Raut was

set to present a comprehensive judiciary reform report

in a full court session on October 22. This report,

initially prepared by a committee led by former Chief

Justice Harikrishna Karki, addresses long-standing

anomalies within the judiciary, including corruption

and irregularities.

The report, initially submitted to then-Chief Justice

Cholendra Shumsher Rana in July 2021, had faced

resistance from judges and was not implemented,

triggering protests against Rana. Since then, the

report’s progress has stalled, partly due to a lack of

consensus among Supreme Court justices, who argue

that it might complicate matters further. Raut, who

was a committee member, vowed during his

parliamentary hearing to revive the report's

implementation.

The committee was established in 2020 to identify and

address discrepancies within the judiciary. Key

members included former leaders of the Nepal Bar

Association and the Supreme Court Bar. The report

contains 234 pages of recommendations, but specific

claims that some judges act as intermediaries have

made its approval challenging. [Ratopati]

Nepal: Maoist Centre pushes for mass

rally, calls for party unification ahead of

2027 elections

(lm) The main opposition Nepal Communist Party

(Maoist Centre) plans a mass demonstration and

awareness rally in Kathmandu on October 26. The

event aims to spotlight the government's

shortcomings, particularly in disaster management,

which includes delays in search operations, aid

distribution, medical care, temporary housing, and

rehabilitation efforts. The Maoist Centre also intends

to expose corruption and conspiracies that undermine

the campaign for good governance initiated by their

party-led government.

Maoist Centre Chairman and former prime minister

Pushpa Kamal Dahal announced the rally during a

meeting with the Bagmati and Special Province

Coordination Committees, as well as other party
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leaders. He emphasized that the party’s central

committee had directed full mobilization for the event,

which serves as part of broader efforts to advance the

party’s agenda. [Ratopati]

Meanwhile, Maoist leaders, including Dahal and

General Secretary of the Nepal Communist Party

(NCP), Netra Bikram Chand, have also called for

unification among Nepal’s fragmented Maoist factions

ahead of the 2027 general election. In a joint

appearance on October 19, they stressed that a unified

front is essential to regain the political influence the

Maoists once held, especially during the 2008

Constituent Assembly elections when the Maoist

Centre emerged as the largest party.

Dahal urged all Maoist factions to set aside differences

and focus on re-establishing their collective strength.

Chand echoed this sentiment, emphasizing that a

unified Maoist party could effectively address Nepal's

political challenges and replicate its past electoral

success. He also criticized the Rastriya Swatantra Party

(RSP) led by Rabi Lamichhane, describing it as a “party

established overnight” that has misled the public,

particularly as Lamichhane currently faces charges of

cooperative fraud and organized crime. [The

Kathmandu Post]

Nepal: Concerns over fairness in

transitional justice nominations as

selection process begins

(rs) he nomination process for Nepal’s Truth and

Reconciliation Commission (TRC) and the Commission

of Investigation on Enforced Disappeared Persons has

officially resumed, following amendments to the

Enforced Disappearances Enquiry, Truth and

Reconciliation Commission Act. The revised law,

passed by the House of Representatives in August and

endorsed by the upper house on August 22, aims to

address unresolved issues from the country’s civil

conflict (1996–2006). A five-member committee, led by

former Chief Justice Om Prakash Mishra, is tasked with

nominating ten officials for the two transitional justice

commissions.

Despite the progress, victims of the Maoist insurgency

and human rights groups are pressing for a more

transparent, consultative, and credible selection

process. They stress the importance of genuine

consultations with stakeholders, public feedback, and

public hearings for shortlisted candidates to build trust

in the commissions. The Accountability Watch

Committee, a human rights network, has also urged
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the committee to adopt a participatory approach,

ensuring legitimacy and broad support for the

transitional justice process.

The commissions, inactive since mid-2022, have

accumulated 63,718 complaints of human rights

violations and 2,400 cases of enforced disappearances.

Once new teams are appointed, they will have four

years to address these cases, with possible extensions.

However, skepticism remains about Mishra’s

leadership, given his role in a similar, ineffective

committee in 2020.

The renewed effort comes after Nepal’s top political

leaders, including those from the Communist Party of

Nepal (Unified Marxist–Leninist), Nepali Congress, and

Maoist Centre, agreed on October 17 to accelerate the

formation of a search committee to recommend

officials for the commissions. The committee’s initial

formation in April stalled due to the National Human

Rights Commission's (NHRC) withdrawal, citing a lack of

time-bound amendments. With the revised committee

likely excluding the NHRC representative, it now faces

a two-month deadline to complete the selection

process, which includes shortlisting candidates,

gathering public feedback, and making final

recommendations. [The Kathmandu Post 1] [The

Kathmandu Post 2]

Nepal: Supreme Court orders Bar

Association chief to reply in contempt

case within seven days

(lm) The Supreme Court of Nepal has directed Gopal

Krishna Ghimire, President of the Nepal Bar

Association, to provide a written response within seven

days regarding a contempt of court case filed against

him. The case, initiated by the Supreme Court’s Deputy

Registrar Govind Prasad Ghimire, accuses the Bar chief

of contempt following his remarks about the Judicial

Council’s selection of two Supreme Court justices.

The court, during a hearing on October 17, instructed

Ghimire to respond either personally or through a

legal representative, specifying any grounds for not

issuing the requested order and providing supporting

evidence. The proceedings come after Ghimire accused

the Judicial Council of selecting two high court chief

judges for the Supreme Court in exchange for money,

an allegation made during a sit-in protest by lawyers

against the nominations on September 27. [The

Kathmandu Post]
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Nepal: Election Commission mandates

female candidates for local by-elections

(rs) Nepal’s Election Commission has directed political

parties to nominate female candidates for local by-

elections set for December 1. The directive, announced

on October 17, requires parties to field women

candidates for positions such as chair or vice-chair of

rural municipalities, mayor or deputy mayor of

municipalities, and chief or deputy chief of district

coordination committees, following Section 67 of the

Local Level Election Act, 2017.

Candidate registration for the by-elections is scheduled

for November 18, targeting 40 vacant positions,

including 1 mayor, 1 deputy mayor, 2 rural municipality

chairs, 4 vice-chairs, 2 district coordination chiefs, and

multiple ward chair positions. [Ratopati]

Nepal: Government intervenes as

Pashupati Area Development Trust (PADT)

seeks to reclaim Dharmashala

(lm) The Nepalese government has intervened in a

dispute between the Pashupati Area Development

Trust (PADT) and Marwadi Sewa Samiti over the

management of Gaushala Dharmashala, a charity

lodge for pilgrims in Kathmandu. On October 17, the

Ministry of Culture, Tourism, and Civil Aviation directed

PADT to suspend actions aimed at reclaiming the

property until a council meeting scheduled for October

20.

The conflict intensified after PADT attempted to take

back control of the Dharmashala from the Marwadi

Sewa Samiti, which has managed it since 2003 under a

lease agreement with an annual rent of NPR 51,000

(USD 382.5). The agreement was terminated last year

following Samiti's refusal to increase rent. The

Kathmandu District Court dismissed the Samiti’s

challenge to the termination, prompting PADT to

proceed with reclaiming 9.5 ropani (0.48 hectares) of

land on October 6. However, Samiti members have

obstructed the takeover efforts, citing their

longstanding management of the property and

claiming tenancy rights.

The PADT argues that the Dharmashala, traditionally

used for religious purposes, has been exploited

commercially by the Samiti, which currently operates

hotels and restaurants on the property. The trust also

claims that the land was originally granted for use as a

cowshed in 1937 by then Prime Minister Juddha
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Sumsher Rana, specifically for religious support to

Pashupatinath Temple.

The dispute remains unresolved, with the PADT

council’s upcoming meeting set to determine the next

steps. Meanwhile, the Marwadi Sewa Samiti insists that

its possession of the property dates back decades, long

before its formal registration in 2001, asserting that

the agreement’s termination does not nullify its rights.

[The Kathmandu Post]

Nepal: Husband arrested for alleged gang

rape of wife

(lm) Nepal Police have arrested a man in Makwanpur

District on allegations of gang raping his wife. The

incident occurred on October 16 at their home in

Manahari Rural Municipality, where two juveniles were

also reportedly involved. The woman, 31, filed a

complaint with the police on October 17 with the help

of neighbors.

While the husband has been taken into custody, the

two juveniles accused of involvement remain at large.

[The Kathmandu Post]

Nepal: Tea exports reach USD 12.65

million in first quarter

(rs) Nepal exported 6,426 metric tons of tea worth NPR

1.71 billion (USD 12.65 million) in the first quarter of

the current fiscal year, marking a 36 percent increase

in volume and over 50 percent rise in value compared

to the same period last year, as reported by the Mechi

Customs Office. The surge in exports is attributed to

reduced production in India, according to Aditya

Parajuli, Chairperson of the Nepal Tea Producers

Association, who called for greater government

support to boost exports further.

In contrast, cardamom exports fell by 49 percent, with

only 783 metric tons shipped during the same period,

compared to 1,525 metric tons last year. Meanwhile,

exports of plywood, broom grass, and veneer sheets

showed significant growth, while ginger, Chhuri, iron,

and vegetables saw declines. [Onlinekhabar]

Pakistan: Parliament passes

constitutional amendment bill
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empowering parliament to appoint top

judge

(lm) Pakistan’s National Assembly and Senate have

passed the 26th Constitutional Amendment Bill with a

two-thirds majority, marking significant changes in the

judicial system.

Key changes include restructuring the Judicial

Commission of Pakistan (JCP), reducing judicial

members to a minority and adding political figures,

such as members of Parliament. The amendment

grants the JCP authority to create "constitutional

benches" with exclusive jurisdiction over constitutional

interpretation and fundamental rights cases,

increasing risks of political manipulation in high-profile

cases. The amendment also shifts the selection of the

Chief Justice of Pakistan (CJP) to a "Special

Parliamentary Committee," rather than relying solely

on judicial seniority. Additionally, it introduces vague

criteria for removing judges based on "inefficiency,"

without clear definitions or thresholds. [The

International Commission of Jurists]

Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif hailed the amendment

as a milestone in reaffirming parliamentary

supremacy, describing it as “a historic day for national

solidarity.” He emphasized that the amendment

represents more than just a legal change but a move

towards restoring balance between state institutions.

Notably, the amendment arrives just days before the

retirement of Supreme Court Chief Justice Qazi Faez

Isa on October 25, who was set to be succeeded by

Justice Mansoor Ali Shah, a judge perceived to have

issued verdicts in favor of jailed former Prime Minister

Imran Khan and his Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI)

party.

Against this backdrop, the 12-member Special

Parliamentary Committee was set to convene on

October 22 to decide on the appointment of the next

Chief Justice of Pakistan (CJP), to be chosen from

among the three senior-most judges: Justice Mansoor

Ali Shah, Justice Munib Akhtar, and Justice Yahya Afridi.

[Geo News]

In light of this development, political analysts are

divided over the implications of the amendment. While

some see it as a necessary step to curb judicial

overreach, others view it as a means for the

government to establish a more compliant judiciary.

Bilal Gilani, head of Pakistan’s leading polling agency,

noted that the amendment could help balance judicial

activism but warned of the potential for government

manipulation. [Arab News] [Reuters]

https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-slytjx-l-ei/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-slytjx-l-ei/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-slytjx-l-ed/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-slytjx-l-eh/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-slytjx-l-ek/


Pakistan: Chief Justice seeks explanation

from eight judges on clarification in

reserved seats case

(lm) Chief Justice of Pakistan (CJP) Qazi Faez Isa has

raised questions regarding a clarification issued by

eight Supreme Court judges on the reserved seats

case. The clarification, issued in response to recent

amendments to the Elections Act 2017, asserts that

these amendments cannot override the Supreme

Court’s July 12 judgment on the matter.

CJP Isa sought an explanation from Deputy Registrar

Mujahid Mahmood, Assistant Registrar Shahid Habib,

and Webmaster Asim Javed about how the judges

issued the clarification without submitting the original

case file. Additionally, he questioned how the

clarification was uploaded on the Supreme Court's

website without following standard procedures.

The eight judges emphasized that their July 12 decision

is binding under Article 189 of the Constitution and

must be implemented by the Election Commission of

Pakistan (ECP). [Geo News]

Pakistan: Concerns grow over Imran

Khan's health in jail as isolation

intensifies

(tf) Concerns are growing over the health of former

Prime Minister Imran Khan, who has been detained for

over a year in a cramped prison cell on charges his

supporters deem politically motivated. His ex-wife,

Jemima Khan, reported that his sons have been barred

from contacting him since September 10, and Khan

has also been denied visits from his lawyers and

personal physicians. While government-appointed

doctors declared Khan “fit and healthy” during a recent

visit, Khan’s party, Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI),

remains skeptical of the assessment, citing previous

inaccuracies in official medical reports. [TIME]

Amid these developments, the University of Oxford

has rejected Khan’s bid to become its next chancellor,

a ceremonial position following the departure of Chris

Patten in June after 21 years. Khan, an Oxford

graduate, had reportedly applied for the position, but

his candidacy was deemed ineligible based on strict

eligibility criteria, including a "fit and proper person"

requirement set by UK tax authorities. Syed Zulfi

Bukhari, Khan’s advisor, criticized the decision as
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“unfortunate” and called for an explanation from the

university. [DAWN] [bbc]

Khan’s situation has drawn international criticism, with

the United Nations Working Group on Arbitrary

Detention deeming his arrest unlawful and calling for

his release. Meanwhile, Khan’s supporters have

promised ongoing protests, potentially escalating to a

national strike, unless the former premier is granted

access to his family, lawyers, and doctors. [TIME]

Pakistan: Polio cases surge, prompting

nationwide vaccination drive

(ja) Health officials in Pakistan have reported six new

cases of wild poliovirus type 1 (WPV1), bringing the

total number of polio cases this year to 39. The latest

infections were recorded in Balochistan (three cases),

Sindh (two cases), and Khyber Pakhtunkhwa (one

case). Balochistan remains the worst affected province,

with 20 cases this year.

Polio is an infectious disease that causes crippling

paralysis, primarily affecting children under five.

Despite global vaccination efforts, Pakistan and

Afghanistan are the only two countries where polio

remains endemic. Pakistani authorities are preparing

to launch a nationwide vaccination campaign on

October 28 to immunize over 45 million children under

five years of age.

The resurgence of polio is attributed to factors like

population mobility, security challenges in high-risk

areas, and vaccine hesitancy driven by misinformation.

Hardline clerics and militants have spread false claims

that the polio vaccine is part of a Western plot to

sterilize Muslims, leading to resistance within some

communities. Security concerns have also led to

attacks on polio vaccinators and their security escorts,

with 15 people killed and dozens injured during

vaccination campaigns this year.

The new surge follows a significant drop in cases, with

only six cases reported in 2023, 20 in 2022, and just

one in 2021. Authorities emphasize the urgency of the

upcoming vaccination drive, as polio paralysis is

irreversible, making vaccination the only protection

against the disease. [DAWN] [BBC]

Pakistan: Man kills four female family

members in Karachi for 'honor'
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(lm) A man in Pakistan’s southern port city of Karachi

killed four female family members, including his

mother, sister, sister-in-law, and niece, on October 19,

allegedly for "honor," police said.

During interrogation, the suspect admitted to the

murders, citing anger over the victims’ TikTok videos,

which he claimed were spreading "immodesty." The

suspect had recently returned from Saudi Arabia after

performing Umrah, a voluntary Islamic pilgrimage to

Mecca that can be undertaken at any time of the year,

unlike the obligatory Hajj pilgrimage.

Honor killings are a significant issue in Pakistan, where

women often face severe restrictions on choices

related to education, employment, and marriage. In

2022, the Human Rights Commission of Pakistan

recorded 316 honor-related crimes, though many

incidents go unreported. According to a 2020 Aurat

Foundation report, over 11,000 cases of violence

against women were documented, with domestic

violence, rape, and murder being the most common

forms. [Arab News]

Pakistan: Islamabad High Court orders

production of missing lawyer Intizar

Panjotha

(lm) The Islamabad High Court (IHC) has directed

authorities to ensure the production of missing lawyer

Intizar Hussain Panjotha, a focal person for the main

opposition Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI), following a

petition seeking his recovery. Chief Justice Aamir

Farooq ordered the Intelligence Bureau (IB) to submit a

report regarding Panjotha's recovery and summoned

the Inspector General of Islamabad to appear in court.

Expressing frustration over the slow progress, the

Chief Justice criticized intelligence agencies for the

delay, emphasizing that it had been ten days since

Panjotha's disappearance. Meanwhile, lawyers staged

a protest outside the IHC, demanding Panjotha’s

immediate recovery and warning of escalated

demonstrations if further delays persist. [Pakistan

Observer]

Pakistan: Two terrorists killed

(ja) On October 19, Pakistan's security forces killed two

terrorists and apprehended five during operations in

Pishin and Zhob districts of Balochistan. The military's
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media wing reported that the operations targeted

Fitna al Khawarij, the government's new term for the

banned Tehreek-i-Taliban Pakistan (TTP). In Pishin,

security forces captured five militants and seized

weapons, ammunition, and suicide vests. In Zhob, two

militants were killed in an exchange of fire.

[tribune.com.pk] [DAWN]

Pakistan: Punjab finalizes plans for

artificial rain to combat smog

(lm) Pakistan's Punjab province has finalized

preparations to induce artificial rain to address the

severe smog problem in the region. The Punjab

Environment Protection and Climate Change

Department announced that artificial rain would be

generated as needed, with each instance costing

between PKR 5 million and PKR 7 million (USD 18,000

to USD 25,290). The initiative is part of a broader

strategy involving the army aviation, civil aviation,

meteorological department, and the Pakistan Council

of Scientific & Industrial Research.

Punjab faces intense air pollution during winter,

primarily due to crop stubble burning, emissions from

low-quality diesel, and temperature inversion that

traps pollutants near the ground. Lahore, in particular,

frequently ranks among the world’s most polluted

cities during the October-February smog season. [Arab

News]

Seychelles: Sri Lankan-born Vincent

Perera sworn in as new Attorney General

(mt) On October 16, Sri Lankan attorney Vincent Perera

was sworn in as the new Attorney General of

Seychelles. Before his appointment, Perera served as a

legal consultant in Seychelles, leading civil litigation. He

holds a Master of Laws from the University of Colombo

and has qualifications as an attorney-at-law in Sri

Lanka, barrister and solicitor in Fiji, and mediator in

Singapore. His four-year term replaces Frank Ally, who

served since 2017. [seychellesnewsagency.com]

Seychelles: New team formed to tackle

chemical, biological, radiological, and

nuclear risks
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(mt) Seychelles has established a new Chemical,

Biological, Radiological, and Nuclear (CBRN) team,

aiming to develop a national action plan by early next

year to handle such risks. The team will focus on

preparedness, mitigation, and response, building on

past reactive measures to ensure proactive

management of incidents like recent gas leaks at the

Supreme Court and schools.

The team, including customs, border authorities, law

enforcement, and emergency services, will finalize

roles and strategies over the next two years. The action

plan is expected to be operational by mid-2025, with

regular reviews every three to five years. The effort

aligns with the EU’s global strategy against CBRN risks,

which Seychelles joined in 2013.

[seychellesnewsagency.com]

Sri Lanka: Gammanpila accuses President

of suppressing Easter Attack reports,

demands removal of Public Security

Secretary

(mt) Former MP Udaya Gammanpila has demanded

the immediate removal of Ravi Seneviratne, Secretary

to the Ministry of Public Security, alleging his failure to

act on intelligence that could have prevented the 2019

Easter Sunday attacks. The attacks, targeting three

churches and three hotels on April 21, 2019, resulted

in 279 deaths and hundreds of injuries, prompting

nationwide calls for accountability and justice.

During a press conference on October 21, Gammanpila

revealed that two investigative reports, which were

previously unreleased, point to Seneviratne’s

negligence in responding to intelligence warnings. He

had set a deadline for President Anura Kumara

Dissanayake to make the reports public, vowing to

release them himself if the deadline was not met.

When the deadline passed, Gammanpila published the

first report led by retired High Court Judge A.N.J. de

Alwis, which examined the actions of the State

Intelligence Service (SIS) and other agencies before the

attacks. He announced that the second report, led by

retired Supreme Court Justice S.I. Imam, would be

released on October 28. This report investigates claims

from a Channel 4 documentary alleging collusion

between Sri Lankan intelligence services and the

attackers.

The reports reveal that former SIS Director warned

Seneviratne about potential suicide attacks by the

National Thowheeth Jama’ath (NTJ) on April 9, 2019.
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Gammanpila cited the Alwis report, which names 17

officials who should be prosecuted, including

Seneviratne and former CID Director Shani

Abeysekera.

The reports suggest that on April 9, 2019, the former

SIS Director warned Seneviratne about possible suicide

attacks by the National Thowheeth Jama’ath (NTJ).

Gammanpila highlighted that 17 officials, including

Seneviratne and former CID Director Shani

Abeysekera, were named in the reports and

recommended for prosecution due to gross

negligence. Gammanpila also criticized President

Dissanayake for withholding the reports, which were

initially submitted to former President Ranil

Wickremesinghe in early 2024. [adaderana.lk]

[dailynews.lk 1]

Responding to the accusations, President Anura

Kumara Dissanayake denied that the reports were

secret, stating that they were shared with the Attorney

General, Defence Secretary, Public Security Secretary,

and the Archdiocese of Colombo. Speaking at a rally in

Katunayake on October 21, he claimed that those

questioning the reports were attempting to protect the

perpetrators rather than seeking justice. He criticized

former President Ranil Wickremesinghe for

establishing committees designed to suppress the

original investigations rather than thoroughly probing

the attacks. [Daily Mirror] [dailynews.lk 2]

This came after Dissanayake recently launched a fresh

investigation into the bombings, asserting that

previous inquiries had failed to identify all those

responsible for the attacks. He also dismissed Suresh

Sallay, Sri Lanka’s intelligence chief, who had been

accused by Channel 4 of having connections with the

attackers.

Sri Lanka: Petition challenges general

election date as unconstitutional

(mt) A petition has been filed with the Supreme Court

contesting the scheduled November 14 general

election, arguing that the date violates constitutional

provisions. According to the Parliamentary Elections

Act, the nomination period for candidates ran from

October 4 to October 11, with the law stipulating that

polling must occur between five to seven weeks after

nominations close. As a result, the earliest lawful date

for the election would be November 15, and the latest

would be November 29. The petitioner claims that the

November 14 polling date is therefore unlawful and
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alleges that prior attempts to notify the Election

Commission yielded no response. [adaderana.lk 1]

As preparations for the general election progress, the

Election Commission has reported over 400 complaints

concerning election-related issues. By October 20,

2024, a total of 401 complaints had been received, with

58 new complaints filed the day before. These

complaints are primarily focused on election law

violations, with no instances of election-related

violence reported thus far. Of these complaints, 309

have already been resolved, according to the

commission. [adaderana.lk 2]

In anticipation of the election, the Election Commission

has also set expenditure limits for candidates,

independent groups, national list candidates, and

political parties, varying by district. The highest

spending cap is set at USD 6,839,332 (SLR 2.01 billion)

in Colombo District, while Vanni District has the lowest

cap at USD 19,902 (SLR 5.85 million). [Daily Mirror]

Additionally, the commission is facilitating campaign

messaging by allocating television and radio airtime to

recognized political parties and independent groups

participating in the general election. The process of

airtime allocation is governed by Section 126 of the

Parliamentary Elections Act No. 1 of 1981, amended in

1988, and determined through a draw held at the

Colombo District Secretariat to ensure equitable media

access for all contenders. [dailynews.lk 1]

Meanwhile, an increase in postal vote applications has

been noted for the 2024 General Election compared to

the previous Presidential Election, which had 712,319

postal voters. Postal voting for the upcoming election

will occur on October 30, November 1, and November

4 at District Secretariats and election offices, with

alternative dates set for November 7 and 8 to

accommodate voters who are unable to vote on the

initial dates. [dailynews.lk 2] [dailynews.lk 3]

Sri Lanka: Sirisena refutes claims that 74

years of rule ruined the country

(lm) Former President Maithripala Sirisena has rejected

the notion that Sri Lanka’s governance since

independence has led to the country's ruin. Speaking

at the 45th National Conference of the Institute of

Chartered Accountants of Sri Lanka on October 17,

Sirisena defended the post-independence leaders,

claiming they were not involved in corruption or fraud.
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Sirisena asserted that good governance is essential for

a nation’s development and that during his presidency,

he actively prevented fraud and corruption. He

emphasized that effective laws alone cannot eliminate

corruption unless those in power have a genuine

commitment to integrity. He added that this

commitment must extend from the highest officials to

everyday citizens to foster national development.

Addressing the role of corruption in politics, Sirisena

criticized the current electoral culture, stating that

campaign practices, including distributing alcohol,

luxury transportation, and lavish meals, contribute to

corruption. [Daily Mirror]

Sri Lanka: Former presidents

Kumaratunga, Wickremesinghe clash over

alleged hidden funds in Dubai

(lm) Former presidents Ranil Wickremesinghe and

Chandrika Kumaratunga clashed on October 18 over

claims that a political leader’s son allegedly hid USD 1

billion in a Dubai bank. Speaking at a national

conference of the Institute of Chartered Accountants,

Kumaratunga claimed she saw a bank statement

proving the money’s existence but cited the lack of

original documents as the reason for not pursuing

legal charges.

Wickremesinghe rebuffed the allegation, stating that

his 2015 government sent investigative teams to

Dubai, Europe, Hong Kong, and Singapore but found

no trace of the funds.

He argued that Sri Lanka lacks the "sophisticated

machinery" needed to tackle modern corruption

effectively, especially in cases involving overseas

accounts and cryptocurrencies. Wickremesinghe

stressed the need for more trained personnel and

legal reforms to combat corruption and repatriate

hidden assets. [Daily Mirror]

Sri Lanka: Former President

Wickremesinghe urges support for

economic recovery plan ahead of

elections

(axc) In a much-anticipated speech, former President

Ranil Wickremesinghe, leader of the United National

Party (UNP), emphasized the urgent need to increase

Sri Lanka’s state revenue to 15 percent of Gross
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Domestic Product (GDP) by 2027. This goal is necessary

as the country prepares to resume foreign debt

repayments in 2028. Wickremesinghe stated that an

annual economic growth of at least one percent is

required to achieve this target.

Speaking at the New Democratic Front office in

Colombo, Wickremesinghe highlighted his

administration’s efforts to restore debt sustainability

following the economic crisis. He noted that the

agreement reached with the International Monetary

Fund (IMF) and other creditors allowed Sri Lanka to exit

bankruptcy. He praised the previous parliament and

officials for their cooperation and urged the next

parliament to implement measures to maintain this

debt sustainability.

Wickremesinghe also announced that he and his allies,

including members of the Sri Lanka Freedom Party and

Pohottuwa, will contest the upcoming general elections

under the symbol of the gas cylinder. He stressed that

experienced candidates are crucial to ensure economic

recovery, especially in addressing corruption and

increasing foreign exchange reserves to USD 10-14

billion. He also expressed concern that the lack of a

parliamentary majority could hinder progress and

reiterated the need for a strong coalition to achieve

these goals. [The Leader]

Sri Lanka: Opposition questions absence

of President and Foreign Minister from

2024 BRICS Summit

(sl) Sri Lanka's main opposition party, the Samagi Jana

Sandanaya (SJS), has questioned the absence of

President Anura Kumara Dissanayake and Foreign

Minister Vijitha Herath from the upcoming 2024 BRICS

Summit, suggesting it may be due to foreign pressure.

The SJS candidate Eran Wickramaratne expressed

disappointment over the decision, emphasizing the

importance of Sri Lankan leadership attending key

international forums, especially after the country

applied for BRICS membership. He stressed the need

for a non-aligned foreign policy as crucial for Sri

Lanka's international standing. [Daily Mirror]

Sri Lanka: SJB declines Hirunika

Premachandra’s resignation as National

Organizer of Women’s Wing
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(lm) Sri Lanka’s main opposition party, Samagi Jana

Balawegaya (SJB), has refused to accept the resignation

of Hirunika Premachandra from her role as the

National Organizer of the party's women’s wing,

Samagi Vanitha Balawegaya, despite Premachandra's

insistence that she needs to focus on her campaign in

Colombo.

Notably, Premachandra also mentioned that internal

party disputes over the recent presidential election

defeat have contributed to her decision, as one SJB

member allegedly blamed organizers for the loss.

[Daily Mirror]

Sri Lanka: 400 corruption and fraud cases

to be opened for action, says President

Dissanayake

(lm/mt) President Anura Kumara Dissanayake

announced plans to open 400 files related to

corruption and fraud currently held by the Attorney

General's Office. Speaking at an election rally in

Tangalle, Dissanayake emphasized the government’s

commitment to pursuing these cases through legal

and systematic measures, pledging a firm stance on

tackling corruption. [Daily Mirror]

This announcement follows a report by the

Commission to Investigate Allegations of Bribery or

Corruption (CIABOC), which revealed that 67

individuals have been arrested for bribery-related

offenses in the past nine months. The arrests include

both those who accepted and offered bribes,

highlighting the depth of corruption across various

sectors.

Among those apprehended were 20 police officers,

comprising two inspectors, one sub-inspector, eight

constables, and nine sergeants. The arrests also

included 22 civilians, three Grama Niladhari officers,

and a school principal. These arrests underscore the

government’s focus on rooting out corruption at

multiple levels of public service. [english.newsfirst.lk]

Sri Lanka: Fuel deal without competitive

bidding could lead to corruption,

increased public costs

(lm) Sri Lanka’s recent move to secure a fuel supply

deal between the Ceylon Petroleum Corporation (CPC)

and the Ceylon Electricity Board (CEB) without a
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competitive bidding process has raised concerns about

corruption and increased costs.

Dhananath Fernando, CEO of the Advocata Institute, a

Colombo-based think tank, emphasized that bypassing

competitive bidding enables CPC to sell fuel to the CEB

at higher prices, which could result in increased

electricity tariffs. This could further escalate costs

across related sectors, including water tariffs and hotel

prices. Moreover, political pressure could compel the

CPC to reduce fuel prices for the CEB, potentially

leading to significant financial losses for the CPC. To

offset these losses, CPC may resort to charging higher

prices to other entities, such as Sri Lankan Airlines,

further straining the airline’s finances.

The situation risks creating a cycle of financial

instability for CPC and CEB, with both entities

potentially requiring state-backed loans to stay afloat.

This could increase the burden on public finances, as

recent budgets have already allocated LKR 450 billion

(USD 1.53 billion) to refinance banks due to

guaranteed loans. The current government’s approach

contrasts with the previous administration’s efforts to

introduce competitive bidding for fuel supply

contracts. However, officials argue that having both the

CEB and CPC under the Ministry of Energy simplifies

the deal-making process. [Daily Mirror]

Sri Lanka: NPP government will take

loans, says Lal Kantha

(lm) National People's Power (NPP) member Lal Kantha

addressed criticisms on October 18, clarifying that

President Anura Kumara Dissanayake and other party

leaders never pledged to run the government without

loans. He emphasized that borrowing is not viewed as

a "crime" by the NPP, as long as funds are used for

effective and transparent investments. Challenging

critics to identify any statements from NPP leaders

suggesting otherwise, Kantha asserted that loans will

be taken if necessary, but funds will be directed toward

productive projects, free from corruption or misuse.

[Daily Mirror 1]

Economists have observed that the NPP government is

continuing a similar borrowing approach to the

previous administration led by Ranil Wickremesinghe,

with a focus on domestic debt to manage financial

obligations, aligning with the International Monetary

Fund (IMF)-backed stabilization program. Since the

recent presidential elections, the NPP government has

raised LKR 539.5 billion (USD 1.83 billion) through

treasury bill and bond auctions, primarily to settle
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maturing debt and manage coupon payments. In

comparison, the Wickremesinghe administration

borrowed LKR 837.72 billion (USD 2.84 billion) during a

similar period last year.

Economists from First Capital Research (FCR) and

Advocata Institute noted that borrowing has been

geared toward debt management and maintaining

cash reserves, not primary expenditures. Yields on

government securities have gradually decreased,

influenced by expectations of stable governance and a

potential credit upgrade, with short-term treasury bill

yields at around 10 percent and longer-term yields

between 11.5 percent and 12.5 percent.

For sustainable debt management, experts stress the

need to further lower bond yields, ideally reaching the

9-10 percent range. Long-term bond yields are

projected to stabilize around 11.5 percent by the end

of the year. [Daily Mirror 2]

Sri Lanka: Inflation, fiscal performance

improve amid economic reforms

(mt) Sri Lanka has witnessed a notable drop in inflation

alongside improvements in fiscal performance,

reflecting positive signs of economic recovery.

According to the Department of Census and Statistics,

the National Consumer Price Index (NCPI) registered

an overall inflation rate of -0.2 percent in September

2024, down from 1.1 percent in August. Food inflation

also decreased to 0.5 percent from 2.3 percent over

the same period, while non-food inflation fell from 0.2

percent to -0.7 percent.

The NCPI index stood at 203.1 in September, showing a

reduction of 1.0 index point compared to August,

equivalent to a decrease in market basket expenditure

by LKR 500.25 (USD 1.70). Year-over-year, food

commodities contributed 0.22 percent to the inflation

rate in September 2024, reflecting improvements

compared to the same month in 2023.

Meanwhile, the Finance Ministry has reported a

significant improvement in Sri Lanka’s fiscal

performance for 2024, aligning with the International

Monetary Fund’s (IMF) Extended Fund Facility (EFF)

targets for economic recovery and structural reforms.

The projected budget deficit for 2024 is LKR 2,851

billion (USD 9.68 billion), which includes LKR 450 billion

(USD 1.53 billion) for bank recapitalization. During the

first eight months of 2024, the budget deficit stood at

LKR 911 billion (USD 3.09 billion), a reduction from LKR
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1,470.7 billion (USD 5.00 billion) during the same

period in 2023. The primary balance has significantly

improved, reaching LKR 648.8 billion (USD 2.20 billion),

up from LKR 55 billion (USD 0.19 billion) in 2023,

representing 3.7 percent of the Gross Domestic

Product (GDP) by June 2024, achieving the IMF’s target

of 1.0 percent.

To finance the estimated budget deficit, the

government plans to borrow LKR 2,851 billion (USD

9.68 billion), with LKR 726 billion (USD 2.47 billion)

sourced from foreign loans and LKR 2,125 billion (USD

7.21 billion) from domestic sources. These

developments are expected to contribute positively to

the country’s ongoing economic stabilization efforts.

[english.newsfirst.lk]

Sri Lanka: Arjuna Herath appointed BOI

chairman

(lm) Arjuna Herath has been named Chairman of the

Board of Investment (BOI) of Sri Lanka. With a broad

career in finance, regulation, and corporate leadership,

Herath has held key roles including Senior Partner at

Ernst & Young (EY) Sri Lanka, Chairman of the Personal

Data Protection Authority, and Director at the Colombo

Stock Exchange.

A seasoned chartered accountant, Herath has also led

The Institute of Chartered Accountants of Sri Lanka

and the South Asian Federation of Accountants, among

others. [Daily Mirror]

Sri Lanka: Government halts sale of

national airline, plans restructuring

(sl) The Sri Lankan government has decided to

abandon plans to sell its debt-ridden national carrier,

SriLankan Airlines, opting instead for a restructuring

aimed at long-term profitability. President Anura

Kumara Dissanayake emphasized that the airline

should remain state-owned and be a source of

national pride.

Previously, the government intended to retain a 51

percent stake while selling 49 percent to investors.

However, none of the initial bidders qualified for

further negotiations. SriLankan Airlines has an

accumulated debt of USD 1.2 billion despite reporting

an operating profit from April 2022 to March 2023.

https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-slytjx-l-ydj/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-slytjx-l-ydt/


The airline is crucial to Sri Lanka’s tourism sector,

accounting for 50 percent of tourist arrivals. With

targets of 2.3 million arrivals this year and five million

by 2030, the government plans to implement a viable

business model to enhance the airline’s financial

standing. [Daily Mirror]

Sri Lanka: President Dissanayake

advocates for reforming Sri Lanka’s

education system to align with global

demands for future development.

(sl) Speaking at a progress review meeting of the

Ministries of Education, Science, and Technology at the

Presidential Secretariat on October 16, President

Anura Kumara Dissanayake emphasized the need to

reorganization Sri Lanka’s education system to align

with global demands for future progress. He also

highlighted the importance of equipping children with

knowledge to enhance the nation’s human capital for

Sri Lanka's future progress.

Attention was drawn at the meeting to the following

areas: promoting secondary education, developing

information technology education, strengthening

technical education, improving teacher training, and

modernizing school education programs. Additionally,

discussions focused on five key projects, the

implementation of which both the President

Dissanayake and Prime Minister Harini Amarasuriya

urged officials to expedite. [The President’s Office]

Sri Lanka: Cybercrime crackdown

intensifies with arrests of foreign

nationals, calls for stricter laws

(lm/axi) Sri Lankan police have arrested 198 Chinese

nationals suspected of operating cybercrime networks

across the country, with arrests made in Colombo and

three other locations since October 6. The largest raid

occurred earlier in the month, resulting in 129 arrests

at a single location. Deputy Inspector-General Nihal

Thalduwa confirmed that significant quantities of

mobile phones and laptops were seized, with the

suspects believed to have conducted online scams

targeting both Sri Lankans and foreign victims. The

ongoing investigation faces challenges due to language

barriers, prompting authorities to seek assistance from

the Chinese Embassy in Colombo.
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The crackdown on cybercrime is part of a broader

effort, with Sri Lankan police pushing for stricter

regulations to combat the rise of online scams

facilitated by foreign nationals. Recent police

operations led to the detention of over 300 foreign

suspects, with nearly 500 mobile phones and 300

computers confiscated. The latest arrests occurred at a

hotel in Chilaw, where ten suspects were detained

along with additional electronic devices. Many of these

individuals entered Sri Lanka as tourists and

overstayed their visas, a pattern observed in similar

cases earlier this year, including the June crackdown

that led to the arrest of 200 suspects, mostly Indian

nationals. [Voice of America]

Authorities are urging amendments to the Computer

Crimes Act to address technological advancements

enabling such crimes. The proposed updates include

measures to regulate property owners who allow scam

operations to be established on their premises, known

locally as "scam camps." These sites are often isolated,

making it challenging for law enforcement to detect

and dismantle operations. Police warn that recovering

funds from these scams is nearly impossible under

existing laws. [Daily Mirror]

Speaking against this backdrop, Foreign Minister Vijitha

Herath recently addressed concerns about Sri Lanka’s

emerging reputation as a hub for cybercrime. He

acknowledged the serious implications of cyber fraud

networks operating within the country, particularly in

terms of potential impacts on Sri Lanka’s financial

systems.

In support of these concerns, police spokesman Nihal

Thalduwa highlighted that inadequate checks on

foreigners seeking accommodation have made it

easier for scam networks to establish operations in Sri

Lanka. This issue mirrors challenges faced by Sri

Lankans trafficked to countries like Myanmar, where

they are coerced into running similar scams under

exploitative conditions. [Tamil Guardian]

[EconomyNext]

Sri Lanka: Police block Muslim burial after

false claim by Sinhala Buddhist monk

(lm) Tensions flared in the Eastern Province when Sri

Lankan police attempted to halt the burial of a Muslim

woman in Ponmalaikuda, following a false claim by a

Sinhala Buddhist monk. The monk, also a member of

the Presidential Task Force on Archaeological

Management, alleged that the burial site was under

the jurisdiction of the Department of Archaeology.
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However, local Muslims, who had long used the site as

a burial ground, resisted the intervention.

This incident reflects ongoing land disputes in the

region, where Sinhala Buddhist monks have been

accused of encroaching on land traditionally belonging

to Tamils and Muslims. Similar issues have been

reported elsewhere, such as in Nagathalvu, Mannar

District, where Tamils faced restrictions on funeral

rites due to conflicting claims over land jurisdiction.

[Tamil Guardian]

Sri Lanka: Man sentenced to death for

deliberate electrocution

(lm) A Galle Magistrate's Court sentenced a man to

death for deliberately killing another person through

electrocution. The incident occurred on February 2,

2000, and the convicted man, over 50 years old and

from Imaduwa, Galle, was found guilty of using illegal

electrical wiring to cause the death. [Daily Mirror]

Sri Lanka: Train kills two elephants,

derails fuel tankers in Minneriya

(lm) A train carrying fuel collided with a herd of wild

elephants in Minneriya, northeast Sri Lanka, on

October 19, killing two elephants and injuring another.

The train, which was transporting thousands of gallons

of diesel and petrol, derailed two of its fuel tankers,

causing significant leakage and damage to the tracks.

The incident forced authorities to suspend services on

the affected railway line.

Minneriya, known for its national park and elephant

corridor connecting Kaudulla and Wasgamuwa

national parks, is a popular destination for wildlife

tourism. Increasing incidents of train-elephant

collisions have been reported in recent years due to

habitat loss, pushing elephants closer to human

settlements in search of food. This year alone, seven

elephants have died in train collisions, while 24 were

killed in similar incidents in 2023. [Associated Press]

Sri Lanka: Underworld figure 'Podi

Dimuthu' arrested at airport

(mt) Dimuthu Sampath, known as 'Podi Dimuthu', was

arrested at Bandaranaike International Airport upon
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his return from Sharjah. The 28-year-old, connected to

the killing of a police inspector in Galle’s Rathgama

Police division in October 2023, was apprehended by

Immigration and CID officers. Dimuthu was accused of

spying for shooters who executed the killing under

orders from the southern crime leader 'Podi Lassi'. He

is now in CID custody for further investigation.

[dailynews.lk]

Sri Lanka: Suspect manufacturing

firearms arrested in Suriyawewa

(mt) Hambantota Special Task Force recently arrested

a 33-year-old man in Wewegama, Suriyawewa, for

illegally manufacturing firearms. Acting on intelligence

from the Hambantota Army Intelligence Division,

officers conducted a raid where the suspect was found

making a weapon. A T-56 firearm and additional parts

were seized. [dailynews.lk]

Meanwhile, over 50 firearms have been temporarily

surrendered to authorities following a Ministry of

Defence directive under Sections 6(1) and 6(2) of the

Firearms Ordinance Act No. 33 of 1916. Civilian firearm

holders must submit their weapons to the Commercial

Explosive Firearms and Ammunition Procurement Unit

(CEFAP) at the Sri Lanka Navy camp in Welisara by

November 7. Nearly 1,650 firearm licenses have been

issued, but failure to comply could result in legal

action. The directive excludes firearms used for

property protection or sports activities, and a review

process will determine whether surrendered firearms

will be reissued. [adaderana.lk 1]

This directive has sparked legal challenges, with H.D.

Navinthaka de Silva, CEO of Avenra Hotel Group, filing

a petition in the Court of Appeal. De Silva argues that

the mandatory return of licensed firearms for personal

protection compromises his safety, especially following

recent attacks on his businesses amid political unrest.

De Silva, who was issued licensed firearms around

2012-2013 due to personal threats, contends that the

order puts him at risk as a high-profile businessman.

[adaderana.lk 2]

Sri Lanka: Government recalls additional

vehicles from former presidents

Rajapaksa and Wickremesinghe

(lm) The Sri Lankan overnment has decided to recall

vehicles assigned beyond the lawful limit to former
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Presidents Mahinda Rajapaksa and Ranil

Wickremesinghe. The decision follows the Presidents

Entitlements Act No. 4 of 1986, which grants former

presidents benefits similar to Cabinet ministers, who

are entitled to three vehicles.

Rajapaksa has already returned eight of the 16 vehicles

he used, while Wickremesinghe currently retains 11

vehicles. The recall aims to align with the legal

entitlements outlined in a 2010 circular issued by then

Secretary to the President, Lalith Weeratunga. [Daily

Mirror 1]

In response to the government’s decision to recall the

additional vehicles, Rajapaksa stated that he now has

only six vehicles, with plans to return three of them,

including an ambulance, to the Presidential Secretariat

on October 21. Rajapaksa's team emphasized that he

faces the highest security threats among past leaders,

based on intelligence assessments, and that the

vehicles were essential for his protection. [Daily Mirror

2]

Meanwhile, President Anura Kumara Dissanayake has

rejected Wickremesinghe's request for additional

privileges, which included 16 chefs, 163 security

personnel, and over 20 vehicles. Dissanayake also

announced plans to introduce new legislation to

prevent former presidents from using public funds for

personal perks. [Daily Mirror 3]

Sri Lanka: Former minister’s secretary

found dead with gunshot wounds

(mt) The body of Sanjeeva Basnayake, private secretary

to former State Minister Lohan Ratwatte, was

discovered with gunshot wounds to the head on

October 20. Basnayake was found inside an under-

construction building on the premises of Ratwatte’s

ancestral home, known as the Walawwa, in Mahiyyawa,

Kandy.

He was pronounced dead upon arrival at Kandy

National Hospital. Police also recovered a firearm near

the body and are investigating the circumstances of his

death, which has not yet been confirmed as either a

suicide or a homicide. [www.dailynews.lk]

Sri Lanka: Courtesy Call between Defence

Secretary, Civil Security Department DG
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(mt) Director General of the Civil Security Department

(DGCSD), Air Vice Marshal Roshan Biyanwila (Retd),

visited Defence Secretary Air Vice Marshal Sampath

Thuyacontha (Retd) at the Defence Headquarters

Complex in Sri Jayewardenepura, Kotte, on October 18.

The meeting facilitated a cordial discussion focusing on

the operations and development programs of the CSD.

[news.lk]
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Brunei: Immigration raids lead to arrests

and overstaying charges

(ga) The Immigration and National Registration

Department (INRD) conducted two operations in

Mukim Sengkurong and Mukim Belait, leading to the

arrest of three foreign nationals. One individual was

detained for moonlighting and working outside of the

position listed on his work pass, while two others at a

construction site were arrested for similar employment

violations.

Additionally, a 41-year-old Indonesian received a

prison sentence of five months and a BND 800 fine for

overstaying her visa. The INRD further encourages the

public to report suspected immigration violations

through designated hotlines. [Borneo Bulletin]

Brunei: Individual jailed eight years for

fraud and police impersonation
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(ga) A local man, Mohamad Sambari bin Haji Abu

Bakar, was sentenced to eight years in prison for

multiple charges of fraud and impersonation. The 47-

year-old deceived several victims by posing as a police

officer and making fraudulent claims, including false

offers of auctioned vehicles and a government boat

engine.

He convinced his first victim to pay BND 1,995 for

vehicles supposedly being auctioned by the Royal

Brunei Police Force (RBPF). Sambari also impersonated

an Assistant Superintendent of Police, coercing

another victim into providing a witness statement for a

custody case.

Additionally, Sambari obtained police uniforms and

accessories by falsely claiming he had been re-

employed by the RBPF. He further scammed his victims

by requesting financial assistance and offering non-

existent vehicle repairs. Magistrate Nur Eleana binti

Dato Seri Paduka Haji Hairol Arni handed down the

sentence, citing Sambari’s lack of remorse, the gravity

of the offenses, and his lengthy criminal history as

contributing factors. [Borneo Bulletin]

Brunei: Marine police thwart smuggling

attempt, seize contraband

(ga) The Royal Brunei Police Force's Marine Police

thwarted a smuggling attempt on October 17,

detaining a local suspect. The incident occurred

around midnight when Marine Police spotted two

suspicious boats speeding from a neighboring

country's border into Brunei. While officers managed

to stop one boat and apprehend the driver, the other

boat escaped back across the border.

A search of the detained boat revealed 908 cartons of

cigarettes, 60 bottles of alcohol, two vape units, and

BND 110 in cash. The case is under investigation in

accordance with Section 146 (1)(d) of the Excise Order,

2006, and all seized items, including the boat, were

forwarded to the Royal Customs and Excise

Department for further proceedings. [Borneo Bulletin]

Cambodia: Government to provide 67,300

technical scholarships for 2025

(ma) The Cambodian government, through its

Vocational and Technical Training Programme, will

award 67,300 scholarships for 2025. The program,

https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-slytjx-l-ykt/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-slytjx-l-yki/


which began in November 2023, is aimed at improving

skills development nationwide.

The program’s long-term scholarships cover a wide

range of fields, including three types of master’s

degrees and multiple levels of vocational certifications.

Meanwhile, the short-term scholarships are intended

to help the most disadvantaged through targeted

poverty alleviation training.

The program is part of the government’s larger

strategy to address the skill gaps in the country,

ensuring that Cambodia’s youth are equipped to meet

future labor market demands. By focusing on technical

and vocational education, the program supports

national economic growth while providing young

people with practical skills for their careers. [Khmer

Times]

Cambodia: Justice ministry eyes

mediation, reconciliation to resolve minor

crimes

(dql) Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Justice

Koeut Rith announced the potential for resolving

minor criminal cases, not involving physical harm or

security issues, through mediation provided both

parties agree during the prosecution stage.

Koeut Rith made this statement at the Bar Association

of the Kingdom of Cambodia's (BAKC) annual meeting

on October 16, disclosing the Ministry of Justice is

considering amending the Code of Criminal Procedure

as part of broader justice reforms. The proposed

changes would allow for mediation in cases such as

bounced cheques, where imprisonment may not be

necessary. However, serious criminal offenses, like

physical harm, rape, or murder, will remain excluded

from mediation.

The minister noted that this reform aims to reduce

court backlogs and provide an alternative to

adversarial proceedings. He added that the National

Authority for Alternative Dispute Resolution (NADR),

established in 2022, already handles such cases, and

its powers may be expanded to manage minor criminal

cases if the amendments are approved.

Rights group LICADHO voiced support for the proposal,

stating that resolving minor cases through mediation

could reduce conflicts, ease prison overcrowding, and

lessen the courts' burden. It specifically identified

defamation and cheque fraud cases as examples

where mediation could be beneficial, avoiding
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imprisonment or financial ruin for defendants. [The

Phnom Penh Post]

Cambodia: Peacekeeping management

transferred to defense ministry

(dql) Cambodia has shifted the management of its

peacekeeping forces from the Ministry of Foreign

Affairs to the Ministry of National Defence, as

announced by Prime Minister Hun Manet during

Brigade 70's 30th-anniversary celebration. Under the

new institutional arrangement, the defense minister

will oversee peacekeeping operations, while a foreign

ministry official will coordinate diplomatic relations

with the UN.

Since 2005, Cambodia has deployed nearly 10,000

troops to UN missions, with 627 currently stationed in

four countries, including 180 in conflict-prone

Lebanon. [The Phnom Penh Post]

Cambodia: Cyber scams exposes nexus of

human trafficking and corruption

(ma) Cambodia is facing a rampant cyber scam

industry, largely funded by Chinese investments,

where trafficked workers are forced into online fraud

schemes. These operations, centered in areas like

Bokor Mountain and Sihanoukville, are facilitated by

high-level corruption within Cambodia’s political elite.

Despite occasional raids, the government’s

involvement in constructing special economic zones

and casinos for these activities has allowed the

industry to flourish. Over 100,000 people have been

trafficked, generating billions annually from scam

operations.

The rise of this industry is linked to Cambodia's

participation in China’s Belt and Road Initiative, which

paved the way for massive infrastructure projects.

Unfortunately, many of these projects became fronts

for criminal activities like money laundering and

human trafficking. Workers, lured under false

pretenses, are trapped in compounds, forced to scam

unsuspecting victims online, while the government

profits through complicit business dealings with

organized crime figures.

Human trafficking survivors, trapped in these

operations, describe brutal working conditions and

near-impossible escapes. Despite global pressure and
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intermittent crackdowns, Cambodia’s authorities have

largely turned a blind eye to the situation, allowing the

scam industry to continue growing unchecked,

devastating lives and entrenching systemic corruption.

[The Dial]

Cambodia:  Nearly 2000 unauthorized

police-plated vehicles removed in

crackdown

(mfr) Cambodia has removed 1,947 vehicles, including

cars and motorcycles with police license plates, from

the official registry as part of a crackdown on

unauthorized use of such plates. This decision was

announced by National Police Commissioner General

Sar Thet on October 17.

This move follows Prime Minister Hun Manet’s pledge

to strengthen control over vehicles using police and

Royal Cambodian Armed Forces license plates in

violation of the law. The prime minister made this

statement during the celebration of the 30th

anniversary of the establishment of the 70th Brigade

on October 15. [Khmer Times]

Cambodia: Son of Cambodian Islamic

leader charged with multiple underage

rapes and assaults

(ma) Kamarutin Suhaimi, the son of the Chairman of

the Highest Council for Islamic Religious Affairs in

Cambodia, has been remanded in custody on charges

of aggravated rape and assault involving underage

girls. He is accused of committing these crimes at the

Anniek Mae Al-Islam Institute Phnom Penh II during

March, September, and October 2024. The alleged

victims include four girls aged 1, 2, 13, and 14 years

old.

Following his arrest on October 15 Suhaimi was

brought in for questioning but reportedly did not

confess to the allegations.

Suhaimi's father claimed that the accusations are

rumors and stated that his son denies any wrongdoing.

He expressed support for a thorough investigation to

provide justice to the victims.

Additionally, the management of the school where

Suhaimi worked issued a statement denying that the

incidents occurred on school grounds, although they
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acknowledged receiving reports of inappropriate

behavior from female students. They suggested that

the allegations might be part of a political attack

against the school. [Khmer Times]

Cambodia: Royal group unveils country’s

largest gas-fired power plant

(ma) The Royal Group of Companies has launched

Cambodia's largest gas-fired power plant, marking a

USD 1.34 billion investment in Koh Kong Province. This

facility, located in the Thmor Sor commune, is believed

to significantly change the country's energy landscape

by introducing natural gas as a cleaner alternative to

coal.

The plant will feature two F-class generation units,

each with a 450MW capacity, and is expected to

contribute 18 percent to Cambodia's total generation

capacity. Commercial operations for the first unit are

anticipated to begin by April 2027, with the plant

projected to produce approximately 6,000 GWh

annually.

Cambodia seeks to achieve carbon neutrality by 2050.

In addition to the gas-fired plant, the company is

advancing projects such as a 940MW hybrid hydro-

solar power plant and a 200MW solar PV initiative. By

the early 2030s, Royal Group is expected to have

developed or co-developed over 3GW of generation

capacity, further establishing itself as Cambodia's

leading domestic electricity producer. [Kiri Post]

Cambodia: New 200,000 riel banknote

introduced

(ma) The Royal Government of Cambodia and the

National Bank of Cambodia (NBC) have announced the

issuance of a new 200,000 riel banknote ahead of King

Norodom Sihamoni’s 20th coronation anniversary on

October 29. Prime Minister Hun Manet signed a sub-

decree on October 16 authorizing the circulation of

this commemorative banknote, which will be available

alongside existing currencies in the country. The

issuance of this new note aims to replace old and

damaged banknotes that have been removed from

circulation.

The new banknote features the image of King

Norodom Sihamoni and Queen Mother Norodom

Monineath Sihanouk, adorned with traditional

https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-slytjx-l-yur/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-slytjx-l-yuy/


Cambodian motifs and a pair of dragon statues from

Banteay Samre Temple. The text on the note

commemorates the King’s 20-year reign. [Khmer

Times]

Cambodia: USD 26.3 million for border

infrastructure development

(ma) Cambodia has successfully raised USD 26.3

million from nearly 700,000 donors for its Border

Infrastructure Development Fund (BIDF), which was

launched by Prime Minister Hun Manet in August. The

fund aims to improve infrastructure along Cambodia’s

borders, with a particular focus on completing the

construction of a border ring road. The fundraising

campaign is set to conclude on October 31, and the

proceeds will be used to enhance road infrastructure

in border areas, facilitating greater connectivity and

development.

Cambodia has already constructed about 1,300

kilometers of border ring roads, representing

approximately 50 percent of the planned total. The

remaining sections, which are expected to cost over

USD 200 million, will be completed within the next

decade as part of a regional effort involving Southeast

Asian nations.

Cambodia shares borders with Vietnam, Laos, and

Thailand, making this infrastructure project vital for

regional cooperation and development. [Khmer Times]

Cambodia: Trade surpasses USD 52 billion

(ma) Minister of Information Neth Pheaktra announced

that Cambodia’s international trade exceeded USD 52

billion from August 2023 to July 2024, a 9.4 percent

increase from the previous year. Speaking at the

Cambodia Footwear Association (CFA) annual gala in

Phnom Penh, Pheaktra highlighted the role of various

sectors, particularly the garment and footwear

industries, in driving economic growth. Exports grew

by 12 percent, reaching USD 25 billion, while the

manufacturing sector, including footwear, saw a 20

percent increase, contributing USD 5.6 billion. [Khmer

Times]

Indonesia: Prabowo Subianto sworn in as

president
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(ft) Prabowo Subianto was inaugurated as Indonesia's

eighth president on October 20, marking his rise from

a controversial former general to the nation's leader.

Thousands celebrated in Jakarta as he took his oath on

the Quran, with a grand procession drawing

enthusiastic supporters.

Prabowo promised to continue the policies of outgoing

President Joko Widodo, including infrastructure

development and economic modernization. He

pledged to tackle corruption, improve education, and

achieve food and energy self-sufficiency, in addition to

providing free school meals for millions of students

and to uphold a non-aligned foreign policy.

The new president leads a diverse and economically

significant nation, navigating global tensions while

prioritizing defense and economic growth. [AP News]

Indonesia: Newly inaugurated President

Prabowo reveals ministries

(mu) President Prabowo Subianto has revealed the

names of ministers and heads of ministerial-level

agencies and vice-ministers that will be part of his

cabinet on October 20. Following the presidential gala

dinner, Prabowo announced that the name of his

cabinet will be "Red and White Cabinet", which refers

to the color of Indonesian flag, symbolizing nationalism

and unity. [Antara 1] [Antara 2]

Several ministers in the previous cabinet retain their

position, including but not limited to the Coordinating

Minister for Economic Affairs, Airlangga Hartanto, and

Minister of Finance, Sri Mulyani, symbolizing continuity

of the previous administration. Meanwhile, there a

considerable amount of new ministerial-level posts

such as Minister of Communications and Digitals,

Minister of Indonesian Migrant Workers Protection,

and the Minister of Population and Family

Development.

The Red and White cabinet is the biggest in recent

Indonesian history with a total of 109 members, of

which 53 are the ministers and heads of ministerial-

level agencies and 56 are the vice-ministers.

[Tribunnews, in Indonesian]

This comes after former President Joko "Jokowi"

Widodo on October 15 ratified Law Number 61 of

2024, amending Law Number 39 of 2008 concerning

State Ministries. A key change allows the incoming

President-elect to establish ministers based on

government sub-sectors, empowers the President to
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modify organizational structures as needed for

effective governance, and, most notably, permits the

total number of ministries to be "determined

according to the needs of government administration

by the President," as opposed to the previous limit of

34 ministries.

President Prabowo’s plan for an expanded, or "fat,"

cabinet has sparked controversy. Prabowo defended

the move, arguing that Indonesia, as a large country,

requires more ministers. However, several experts

have warned that a "fat cabinet" could burden the

state budget and reflects an attempt to accommodate

political allies who supported his campaign. [CNN

Indonesia, in Indonesian] [Tempo.co]

Indonesia: Biggest party PDI-P expresses

support for the upcoming government

(mu) Puan Maharani, Chair of the central executive

board of the Indonesian Democratic Party of Struggle

(PDI-P), the largest party in parliament, has pledged

strong support for the administration of President-

elect Prabowo Subianto and Vice President-elect

Gibran Rakabuming Raka.

Puan, who also serves as Speaker of the Indonesian

Parliament, dismissed rumors of internal divisions

within the party regarding participation in the

Prabowo-Gibran cabinet. There have been

speculations of three factions within PDI-P: one

advocating for immediate cabinet participation,

another for joining later, and a third opposing

involvement altogether.

Puan made this statement despite the absence of any

PDI-P members in the meetings held by Prabowo on

October 14-15 to discuss potential ministerial

appointments. However, there are reports that

Prabowo plans to meet soon with the party’s

chairwoman, Megawati Sukarnoputri. [Antara 1] [CNN

Indonesia, in Indonesian] [Kompas]

If this commitment holds true, Prabowo’s

administration could face no opposition, as PDI-P

would follow the path of the Prosperous Justice Party

(PKS), the previous opposition party, in joining the

government. Analysts have raised concerns about the

risks of a democracy without opposition, especially in

light of Prabowo's plan to form a large cabinet, one of

the biggest in recent years, to accommodate

representatives from all parties. [Antara 2] [Tempo, in

Indonesian]
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Indonesia: Kamisan movement not to

send letters to new president

(mu) Hundreds of people attended the 836th and final

Kamisan movement in front of the Merdeka Palace on

October 17, just days before President Joko "Jokowi"

Widodo stepped down on October 20. Dressed in all

black, participants marked this last protest before the

inauguration of President-elect Prabowo Subianto, a

former military officer accused of gross human rights

violations, set to take place on October 20.

Human rights activist and lawyer Asfinawati

emphasized that activists had agreed this would be the

last time they would send a letter to the country’s

leader, stating, “It does not make sense for [us] to send

a letter if the human rights violator is the president

himself.” President-elect Prabowo has been accused of

abducting pro-democracy student activists in 1997-

1998 and being involved in military operations in East

Timor and Papua. [Antara] [Tempo.co 1, in Indonesian]

The Kamisan movement was launched on January 18,

2004, by victims and families of past human rights

violations, including the 1965-66 tragedy, the Trisakti

student massacre, the May 1998 riots, and more.

Inspired by Argentina's Mothers of Plaza de Mayo, the

group gathered every Thursday in front of the

presidential palace. Activists also sent letters to the

president, demanding accountability for unresolved

human rights abuses, as impunity persists and

individuals accused of violations continue to hold

government positions. [Tempo.co 2]

Indonesia: Government takes measures to

tackle stunting

(gk) To combat stunting, the Indonesian government is

implementing various initiatives. The National Food

Agency (NFA) and ID Food have distributed 8.4 million

food aid packages to over 1.4 million people across

seven provinces. The aid, which includes eggs and

chicken meat, aims to address nutritional needs. The

seven provinces are Banten, Central Java, East Java,

East Nusa Tenggara, North Sumatra, West Java, and

West Sulawesi.

The Ministry of Health has also begun distributing

Multiple Micronutrient Supplement (MMS) tablets to

pregnant women to prevent low birth weight, stunting,
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and infant mortality. These tablets contain essential

vitamins and minerals beneficial for pregnant women.

The government's food reserve distribution program,

which started in 2023, is part of its efforts to eradicate

stunting. According to the Indonesian Health Survey

(SKI), the prevalence of stunting has decreased from

21.6 percent in 2022 to 21.5 percent in 2023. [Antara 1]

[Antara 2] [Antara 3]

Indonesia: Indigenous people from Papua

reject Merauke Food Estate

(mu) Dozens of indigenous people from Merauke,

South Papua, protests the National Strategic Project

(PSN) food estate in their region at the Defense

Ministry office on October 16 to demand the

government to halt the project immediately. A religious

figure and customary landowner, Pastor Pius Manu

said that the project is implemented brutally and

without prior consultation and agreement with the

indigenous communities.

The Merauke Food Estate, listed under PSN since

November 2023, aims to develop a vast agricultural

area of around 2 million hectares in South Papua. The

protesters claimed that heavy machinery invaded

customary lands, destroying natural forests, and the

project was escorted by security forces. [Kompas, in

Indonesian] [Tempo.co]

Indonesia: Molotov thrown at Jubi media

office in Papua

(mu) The editorial office of the Papua-based media

outlet Jujur Bicara (Jubi) in Jayapura, Papua, was

attacked with Molotov cocktails on October 16.

According to Jubi's Editor-in-Chief, Jean Bisay, two

unidentified individuals threw the Molotov cocktails

from the roadside. Activists have condemned the

incident as an attack on press freedom in Papua,

where conflicts have escalated in recent years and

press freedom has been restricted. Papua has seen an

increasing security approach demonstrated by the

troops deployed to secure national strategic projects

such as the food estate. Jubi has been one of the

critical voices of the Papuan people. [CNN Indonesia, in

Indonesian] [Jubi] [Kompas] [Tempo.co]
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Laos: Prime minister calls for increased

teacher performance to boost education 

(dql) Laos Prime Minister Sonexay Siphandone, in a

speech marking National Teachers’ Day, urged

teachers to take greater responsibility and strive for

higher professional standards. He called on educators

to improve lesson delivery, create a supportive

learning environment, and address drug use in

schools. He also encouraged teachers to guide

underperforming students, stay updated with

curriculum changes, organize seminars on teaching

methods, and adopt modern technology.

The Prime Minister stressed the importance of lifelong

learning, foreign language proficiency, and social skills

to help teachers better educate their students.

To retain educators, the government will provide

volunteer teachers with the same salary and overtime

pay as official teachers, allocate civil servant positions

based on subject needs, and consider extending the

service of experienced teachers in good health. [The

Star]

Laos: Progress in poverty reduction

announced

(dql) Citing recent data from the Ministry of Agriculture

and Forestry, the government has announced

significant progress in poverty reduction across Laos,

while acknowledging that challenges persist as the

country aims for developed status.

In 2023, 83.13 percent of families (about 1,026,083

households) were above the poverty line, while 16.87

percent (208,231 families) remain in poverty.

Additionally, 69.69 percent of villages and 52 percent

of districts have risen above the poverty line. Laos has

also seen progress in development, with 68.17 percent

of families and 33.66 percent of villages achieving

developed status.

The government aims to further improve living

conditions by addressing key areas like nutrition,

housing, healthcare, and transportation. For the

upcoming year the government seeks to lift 100,000

families, 1,000 villages, and 25 districts out of poverty.

Another priority is creating 200,000 developed families,

2,000 developed villages, and 20 resilient districts.
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Despite these gains, challenges remain. Still classified

as a Least Developed Country (LDC) by the United

Nations, Laos must meet specific UN criteria to

graduate from this status. While Laos exceeds the

required Gross National Income per capita and Human

Assets Index scores, its Economic Vulnerability Index

remains slightly above the threshold. Obstacles such

as income inequality, limited SME financing, export

instability, and inadequate infrastructure continue to

hinder progress. [The Laotian Times]

Malaysia: Government announces new

minimum wage effective February 2025

(ga) The Malaysian government has announced an

increase in the minimum wage from MYR 1,500 to MYR

1,700 (USD 357), effective February 1, 2025. This

decision aims to enhance the welfare of low-income

workers and improve consumer purchasing power.

The new rate has been unanimously supported by

representatives from the National Wages Consultative

Council (NWCC) and will apply uniformly across the

country, regardless of region.

Prime Minister Anwar Ibrahim stated that there will be

a six-month delay for enforcement for employers with

fewer than five employees, starting on August 1, 2025.

Additionally, the Human Resources Ministry will

introduce guidelines for starting salaries in various

sectors based on the Malaysia Standard Classification

of Occupations (MASCO).

The Malaysian Employers Federation (MEF) expressed

gratitude for the new minimum wage, recognizing the

challenges for micro, small, and medium enterprises

(MSMEs) and encouraging employers to offer salaries

above the minimum where possible. [Bernama]

Minimum wage extended to foreign workers, according to

National Wages Consultative Council

The Malaysian government has confirmed that the new

minimum wage will also apply to foreign workers in the

private sector, excluding domestic workers and

apprentices. This policy aligns with the International

Labour Organization's Equal Remuneration

Convention, which Malaysia ratified in 1997,

prohibiting discrimination based on nationality.

The minimum wage order mandates that all

employees, including those compensated through

commission or piece rates, receive at least MYR 1,700

monthly. Employers failing to comply may face

penalties ranging from MYR 1,000 to MYR 20,000 or
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imprisonment for up to five years. The order will be

enforced by the Department of Labour in Peninsular

Malaysia, Sabah, and Sarawak. [The Star]

Malaysia: MACC allocation increase to

MYR 360 million for 2025 anti-corruption

initiatives

(ga) The Malaysian Anti-Corruption Commission

(MACC) has received an increased allocation of MYR

360 million (USD 75.6 million) for the upcoming year,

up from MYR 338 million this year, as announced by

Prime Minister Anwar Ibrahim. The Prime Minister

emphasized the government’s commitment to giving

the MACC the freedom to investigate and take decisive

action against corruption.

The Prime Minister noted a more than 20 percent rise

in arrests and investigation papers in 2023 compared

to the previous year. He mentioned that the National

Anti-Corruption Strategy (NACS) has been drafted to

combat corruption, and additional legislative

measures, including the Freedom of Information Bill

and the Government Procurement Bill, will be

introduced to enhance governance.

Furthermore, MYR 20 million is allocated to strengthen

controls at entry points, and the Malaysian Border

Control and Protection Agency (MCBA) has been

established to improve border management, with 63

countries utilizing an automatic gate system at Kuala

Lumpur International Airport. The QR code system is

also implemented to expedite checks for bus

passengers and motorcyclists, reducing wait times by

up to 40 percent. [Bernama]

Malaysia: Parliament passes new

citizenship law amendments

(oc) On October 17, the Constitution (Amendment) Bill

2024, introducing significant changes to Malaysia’s

citizenship laws, was passed in parliament, with 206

out of 222 MPs voting in favor.

Under the new law, automatic citizenship is granted to

children born abroad to Malaysian mothers with

foreign spouses.

The amendments also lower the age limit for

citizenship applications from 21 to 18. [Malay Mail]

[The Star] [Strait Times]
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Malaysia: Criticism mounts against Mufti

Bill as Hindu groups oppose it

(oc) Thirteen groups linked to Hindu communities in

Malaysia have urged the government to delay the

tabling of the Mufti (Federal Territories) Bill 2024. This

adds to the growing opposition from various voices

across the country, who have labeled the Bill as

"unconstitutional."

First introduced in July, the Bill aims to increase the

power of Islamic leaders and has faced significant

criticism (see AiR No. 42 October/2024, 3).

The Malaysian Coalition of Hindu NGOs and temples

stated that their criticism is based on constitutional

principles. In a statement signed by 13 organizations,

including the Malaysia Hindu Sangam (MHS) and the

Malaysian Hindu Youth Council (HYO), they expressed

concern that the Bill could negatively impact the lives

of all Malaysians, including non-Muslims. Their worries

centered around Section 13(1), which, in their view,

would grant Islamic leaders the authority to decree

laws based on the ambiguous notion of "national

interest." [Malaysia Now]

Malaysia: MIPP president demands over

USD 23 million injection of funds for

Indian community

(oc) The Malaysian Indian People’s Party (MIPP) has

urged the government to increase funding for the

Indian community in Malaysia ahead of the 2025

budget. The party estimates that a fund of

approximately USD 116 million would be sufficient to

support the community.

MIPP President P. Punithan noted that the Indian

community is the third largest ethnic group in Malaysia

but receives significantly less financial support than

other minorities. He emphasized that the USD 23

million previously allocated to the Indian community

under the Malaysian Transformation Unit is

inadequate. In his view, anything less than USD 116

million would be insufficient, as meaningful progress

and change can only be achieved with appropriate

funding.

Punithan warned that if the government fails to deliver

on promises of change in the 2025 budget the Indian
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community may lose faith in Anwar Ibrahim. [Free

Malaysia Today]

Malaysia: Sabah civil service to receive

USD 23 million salary increase

(oc) Chief Minister Hajiji Noor has confirmed that the

Sabah government will implement a public service

salary adjustment totaling USD 23 million by the end of

the year.

This salary increase for Sabah’s civil service aligns with

Prime Minister Anwar Ibrahim's commitment to reform

the Malaysian civil service by enhancing efficiency. One

strategy for improving efficiency involves these salary

adjustments. [Malay Mail]

Malaysia: New carbon tax announced

(oc) Prime Minister Anwar Ibrahim has announced that

Malaysia will implement a carbon tax by 2026. During

his speech on the Malaysian 2025 Budget on October

18, Anwar stated that this tax will apply to the iron,

steel, and energy industries to achieve the objective of

lowering carbon emissions.

This announcement aligns with the broader national

goal of reducing greenhouse gas emissions and

transitioning to renewable energy. Malaysia aims for

net-zero greenhouse gas emissions by 2050, with a

target of reducing carbon emissions by 45 percent

relative to gross domestic product by 2030. The carbon

tax is a strategic measure to help achieve these targets

for both 2030 and 2050.

S&P Global reported that the revenue generated from

this carbon tax will be allocated to research and

development for decarbonizing the national energy

industry.

Decarbonization was a key issue highlighted in the

2025 Budget. The possibility of using biochar as a

method for achieving significant technological

advancements in energy was also discussed. The use

of biochar offers a way to reduce greenhouse gas

emissions, aligning with Malaysia’s announcement of

the carbon tax and indicating a commitment to

becoming a sustainable nation in the future. [Earth] [S

& P Global]
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Malaysia: Ulu Tiram attacker’s brother

denies Daesh-related charges

(ga) Radin Romyullah Radin Imran, the brother of the

Ulu Tiram Police Station attacker, appeared in the High

Court in Kuala Lumpur, pleading not guilty to two

charges related to supporting the Islamic State (IS)

terrorist group and possessing materials connected to

terrorism.

Radin, who works as a food delivery rider, was accused

of pledging allegiance to Daesh leader Abu Bakar Al-

Baghdadi in 2014, which could result in a life sentence

or up to 40 years in prison if convicted. Additionally, he

was charged with possessing a hard disk containing

terrorist-related materials, facing a potential seven-

year sentence for this offence.

The court set November 15 for case management.

Radin Romyullah's mother had also been charged

earlier in connection with terrorism-related activities.

The charges follow a deadly attack on the Ulu Tiram

Police Station in Johor, where two policemen were

killed, and another injured. [Free Malaysia Today]

[Bernama]

Malaysia: Penang denounces GISB

teachings as deviant

(oc) The Penang Fatwa Council, a body responsible for

interpreting Islamic principles, has declared the

ideology and practices of Global Ikhwan Services and

Business Holdings (GISB) and its followers as deviant.

GISB has been accused of human trafficking and child

sexual abuse. Following police raids in September,

hundreds of children were rescued from care homes

operated by GISB. A total of 402 children were saved

from 20 homes. As of October 17, police investigations

into GISB have led to 415 arrests and the rescue of 625

children. [BBC]

Penang Deputy Chief Minister Abdul Hamid stated in a

press conference that GISB leaders and followers were

found to adhere to the teachings of Al-Arqam, a

banned religious group deemed deviant from Islamic

principles. Hamid noted that GISB is closely tied to Al-

Arqam’s ideology, which includes the belief that the

group’s founder, Ashaari Muhammad, will serve as

Imam Mahdi’s assistant in the afterlife.

Due to the combination of deviant Islamic ideology and

child exploitation, the Fatwa Council has concluded
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that all Muslims are prohibited from supporting or

practicing GISB teachings. This ban also extends to

spreading GISB teachings to others.

Penang is now the sixth state to declare GISB deviant,

joining Perlis, Selangor, Pahang, Melaka, and Sabah in

reaching a consensus on the group's inappropriate

practices. [Malay Mail]

Malaysia: Government to introduce house

arrest as alternative punishment

(ga) The Malaysian government plans to draft a new

act that would allow house arrest as an alternative

punishment for certain offenses, according to the

Prime Minister during the tabling of the 2025 Budget

on October 18. This proposed legislation aims to

provide a rehabilitation-focused alternative to

traditional incarceration, requiring offenders to remain

at designated locations such as their homes or care

centers during their sentences.

Prime Minister Anwar emphasized that this measure

would help alleviate prison overcrowding, as noted by

prominent lawyer Mohamed Haniff Khatri Abdulla,

who stated that house arrest could be suitable for

individuals convicted of minor offenses like drunk

driving or vandalism. The act could also extend to

white-collar criminals who have settled their court-

imposed fines. [New Straits Times] [The Star]

Malaysia: Government allocates MYR 40.7

billion for national security enhancement

(ga) Prime Minister Anwar Ibrahim announced that

Malaysia's Ministry of Defence is set to receive MYR

21.2 billion (USD 4.45 billion) for the upcoming year,

marking an increase of MYR 1.4 billion from the 2024

budget. Meanwhile, the Home Ministry (KDN) will be

allocated MYR 19.5 billion, reflecting a rise of MYR 500

million compared to the current budget.

Prime Minister Anwar emphasized the government's

commitment to ensuring the readiness of the

Malaysian Armed Forces (MAF), with MYR 5.8 billion

designated for maintenance and the acquisition of new

military equipment. Additionally, a new program

named PROTEGE – Veteran will be introduced,

requiring contractors to create job opportunities for

MAF veterans with technical qualifications.
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The Prime Minister further emphasized the importance

of advancing the local military industry through

technology transfers and promoting Malaysian

companies in international markets. More than MYR

2.12 billion will be earmarked for the Royal Malaysia

Police (PDRM) and other uniformed agencies to

enhance domestic security, with new police stations

planned for various locations, including the Pahang

Contingent Police Headquarters.

On matters concerning the South China Sea, Anwar

reiterated Malaysia's stance on resolving issues

through negotiations while maintaining its rights and

sovereignty. He announced plans to expand maritime

assets, including the acquisition of new vessels for the

Malaysian Maritime Enforcement Agency. [Bernama]

Myanmar: Junta leader slams forces

undermining Nationwide Ceasefire

Agreement

(nf) In a speech commemorating the Nationwide

Ceasefire Agreement (NCA), junta leader Senior Gen.

Min Aung Hlaing accused ethnic political groups and

former ceasefire members of undermining national

peace. The NCA, implemented in 2015, was signed by

several ethnic groups and aimed to end armed

conflicts. However, following the junta's 2021 coup that

overthrew a democratically elected government, many

parties withdrew from the agreement and resumed

hostilities against the military.

Min Aung Hlaing condemned the ongoing violence,

asserting that the junta would not yield to demands

made through armed conflict. He emphasized the

need for peaceful negotiations rather than violent

tactics, labeling some ethnic armed groups as

terrorists for exploiting the NCA for their interests.

[Radio Free Asia]

Myanmar: Government and NUG disagree

on death toll and impact of floods

(anl) At the International Day of Disaster Risk

Reduction ceremony on October 13, 2024, in

Naypyidaw, Deputy Vice Senior General Junata

reported that the recent floods in Myanmar killed 520

people, left many missing, and affected one million

individuals across nine regions and states, impacting

more than 80,000 families.
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Additionally, the floods caused the deaths of 180,000

animals and damaged over 700,000 acres of crops,

including paddy fields. In response, the government

received donations exceeding 52 billion kyats to the

National Disaster Management Fund, providing one

million kyats for each fatality along with financial aid

for damaged homes.

In contrast, the National Unity Government (NUG)

reported on October 6 that the floods and landslides

had claimed 600 lives and affected one million people,

highlighting discrepancies between their data and

those of the State Administration Council (SAC)

regarding the death toll.

The World Risk Report emphasized Myanmar's

vulnerability to natural disasters, ranking the country

sixth on the 2023 World Risk Index with a risk index of

36.26, underscoring the need for continued disaster

reduction efforts.  [Mizzima]

Myanmar: Communication blackout in

Rakhine State

(anl) Rakhine State has experienced a severe

communication blackout for over five days, starting on

October 12, significantly hindering residents' access to

essential services. This disruption has impacted

financial transactions, particularly affecting widely used

mobile payment services such as Kpay and Wave Pay.

As a result, families in Yangon have reported

difficulties sending money from domestic and

international sources to their relatives in Rakhine.

Residents from the Rakhine ethnic community in

Yangon noted that most mobile users in the state rely

on providers like MPT, Ooredoo, Mytel, and Atom, all of

which have been completely cut off. Multiple attempts

by Mizzima to contact various cities across the region

via phone and internet have failed, resulting in a total

communication breakdown.

Local residents speculate that the disruption may be

due to fuel depletion in telecommunications towers or

potential damage caused by military operations in

Rakhine. However, the military council has not

provided any official explanation for the ongoing

communication outage.

On the same day the communication blackout began,

the Arakan Army launched an offensive against the

military council. Conflict is currently ongoing in

Maungdaw, Ann, and Gwa townships, raising concerns

among local residents, some of whom believe the
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military council may be deliberately cutting off

communication in response to the aggressive

offensive. [Mizzima]

Additionally, public concerns are growing regarding the

spread of misinformation in Rakhine State following

the shutdown of phone and internet services in the

war zone. [Development Media Group]

Myanmar: Junta deputy Soe Win survives

second drone attack

(sc) Myanmar's junta deputy leader Soe Win reportedly

survived a double missile drone attack on October 15

at the Northwestern Regional Military Command (RMC)

headquarters in Monywa, Sagaing Region.

The Daung Ta Mann resistance group coordinated the

strikes, targeting the heliport after receiving a tip about

an unknown junta commander’s visit. While the

resistance initially believed junta chief Min Aung Hlaing

was the visitor, Soe Win was confirmed in Monywa the

following day, discussing regional security and visiting

injured troops. Details of damage or casualties from

the attack remain unverified, though two helicopters

were seen leaving after the incident. [Daung Ta Mann]

The attack on Soe Win follows a pattern of resistance

groups using drone strikes against key junta figures.

Earlier in April, a similar attempt targeted Soe Win in

Mon State, and in September, Min Aung Hlaing

narrowly escaped shelling in Loikaw, Karenni State. The

latest attack comes on the heels of resistance and

Kachin Independence Army (KIA) forces capturing

Pinlebu town in northern Sagaing, highlighting ongoing

instability and the resistance's efforts to disrupt junta

operations. [The Irrawaddy]

Myanmar: Joint rebel forces seize pro-

junta Kachin State base near China rare-

earth mining site

(nf) A joint coalition of rebels has captured a significant

base of the pro-junta Border Guard Force in

Myanmar's Kachin State. Locals suggest that the

insurgents are likely to take control of the nearby town

of Panwa, a vital center for Chinese rare-earth mining

and cross-border trade.

Control of these lucrative rare-earth mines would

significantly disrupt shipments essential for

https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-slytjx-l-jty/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-slytjx-l-jtj/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-slytjx-l-jtt/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-slytjx-l-jti/


manufacturing electronic devices, including cell phones

and cars, thereby cutting off a crucial source of

revenue for the junta, which has faced severe financial

strain amid international sanctions following the

military coup on February 1, 2021.

Rebel control over the mines would also enhance the

Kachin Independence Army's (KIA) bargaining position

in future negotiations with China, which has expressed

support for Myanmar's ruling military junta. The KIA-

led coalition recently seized the No. 1002 Border

Guard Force Battalion, located about 16 kilometers

from Panwa, a region that hosts the highest number of

rare-earth mines in Kachin State.

Global Witness, a resource-monitoring NGO, estimates

that there are upwards of 300 rare-earth mines in

Panwa and neighboring Chipwi Township. Between the

2021 coup and August of this year, China imported

$3.4 billion worth of rare-earth minerals from

Myanmar, according to Chinese customs data.

However, many of the mines in Panwa have been shut

down due to ongoing conflict, resulting in a significant

number of Chinese workers returning home. Military

junta officials have yet to comment on the situation

and attempts to reach Kachin State spokesperson Moe

Min Thein have been unsuccessful. [Radio Free Asia]

Myanmar: Junta military bombs Aung

Myung village

(nf) The conflict situation in Arakan State has

intensified, as the military council, having lost the

battle in Maungdaw, has resumed bombarding

Rakhine villages.

On the afternoon of October 16, jet fighters

bombarded Aung Myaing village, injuring several

people and destroying two houses, including a

monastery.

According to local sources, villagers from Aung Zeya,

Aung Thayar, Aung Myam, and Pha Wat Chaug have

joined the exodus. War refugees from Maungdaw town

are facing extreme hardship, having had to escape

conflict for the second time, compounded by an air

blockade imposed by the military council. [Narinjara

News]

Myanmar: Junta's artillery shelling claims

lives of 226 women and girls in ten
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months

(anl) The Assistance Association for Political Prisoners

(AAPP), a non-profit organisation founded by Burmese

former political prisoners living in exile, reported a toll

of 226 women and girls, including 30 under the age of

18, killed by artillery shelling across Myanmar from

January 1 to October 16, 2024. The Sagaing region

recorded the highest death toll, reflecting the severe

impact of ongoing violence, while Rakhine State

followed with 46 fatalities among women.

The AAPP's findings highlight a disturbing trend: the

junta has increasingly turned to airstrikes and heavy

artillery in its military strategy, resulting in a rising

number of civilian casualties each year.

Since the military coup on February 1, 2021, the AAPP

estimates that a total of 5,851 individuals, including

pro-democracy activists and civilians, have lost their

lives due to the junta's actions during the ongoing

Spring Revolution. [Mizzima]

Myanmar: Boat accident claims 8 lives as

Myanmar villagers flee conflict

(sc) Eight people, including two children, were

confirmed dead and nearly 20 remain missing after a

boat carrying villagers fleeing conflict in Myanmar

capsized in the Andaman Sea on October 20 night. The

overcrowded vessel, carrying around 100 passengers,

was en route from the island of Kyauk Kar to the

coastal town of Myeik in Tanintharyi. Local rescue

efforts have managed to save approximately 79

people, but the search continues for those still

unaccounted for. Villagers involved in the rescue

operations reported that the boat was overloaded,

with rough currents adding to the peril. [The

Associated Press] [Radio Free Asia]

Local reports suggest the boat's passengers were

among those trapped by recent clashes between the

junta’s army and pro-democracy fighters, with some

seeking refuge after airstrikes in nearby villages. Due

to blocked roads, many in the region have turned to

sea routes for escape, but overcrowded vessels and

dangerous conditions have led to tragic accidents like

this one. The incident highlights the ongoing crisis in

Myanmar, where violence has surged following the

military's ousting of Aung San Suu Kyi’s government in

2021. Fighting has intensified in Tanintharyi, a

stronghold of resistance forces, displacing thousands

of civilians. [The Associated Press] [Myanmar Now]
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Myanmar: Junta troops accused of

massacres, rape, and arson in Budalin

township

(anl) Residents reported that a junta military force of

around 100 troops committed brutal acts, including

the rape and murder of women, during operations in

Budalin Township, Sagaing region. The attacks on

villages began in early October. According to local

sources and the People’s Defense Forces (PDF), the

military killed six villagers, beheaded them, and burned

down over 300 homes in Sipa Village during their

three-day stay starting on October 17.

The Budalin Township people’s administration stated

that bodies were mutilated, with heads hung on walls,

dismemberment, and some individuals burned alive,

as well as young women reportedly raped and

murdered. Additionally, they killed at least 20 more

people, including a 7-year-old child in nearby villages.

Disturbing recordings and photographs of the

atrocities have surfaced on social media, providing

evidence of the murders. However, the junta denied

responsibility, claiming no civilians were killed in Sipa

on October 17. [Mizzima]

Myanmar: NUG reports junta troops

abusing and trafficking narcotics

(anl) The National Unity Government (NUG) reported

that junta troops are not only abusing narcotics in

combat but also trafficking them.

During a recent battle in Pinlebu, Sagaing region,

resistance forces seized a significant quantity of

narcotics, including 1,352 soap boxes containing

heroin, 1,285 packets of heroin, and 18 packets of

opium, totaling approximately 1.6 kg.

The junta soldiers captured during the battle admitted

to using drugs while fighting and acknowledged their

involvement in trafficking these substances. [Mizzima]

Myanmar: Real estate values skyrocket in

Yangon  

(tl) Myanmar's civil war has led to a surge in housing

demand in Yangon, causing rents to skyrocket as

people displaced by conflict in border regions seek
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safety in the country's commercial city. The military

coup in February 2021 sparked widespread revolts

among ethnic armies and pro-democracy opposition

groups, causing a housing crisis that has nearly

doubled rents since early 2023.

Real estate agents estimate that there are currently

just over 300,000 flats in central Yangon. Since 2023,

the monthly rent for a studio apartment has steadily

increased from approximately 300,000 kyats (USD 145)

to 500,000 kyats (USD 240). Many residents are moving

to the city's outskirts because apartments in some

downtown districts no longer justify the higher rents.

[Mordor Intelligence

In addition to Yangon and the Ayeyarwady region, five

other regions and seven states in Myanmar experience

regular armed conflict, prompting many residents to

seek the relative stability of the commercial hub. As

rents rise, property sale prices are also increasing.

The military government’s Social Affairs Minister, Htay

Aung, stated that plans are underway to expand

housing projects in the city due to the growing number

of displaced persons. [Radio Free Asia]

Myanmar: Worst in global internet

freedom

(nf) In its latest report titled Freedom on the Net,

Freedom House indicates that Myanmar has joined

China as the worst country in the world for internet

freedom. This marks the first instance in a decade that

any country has scored as low as China. The report

highlights dramatic declines in Myanmar's internet

freedom following the intense crackdowns on protests,

online censorship, and surveillance that ensued after

the military coup in 2021. In May, junta authorities

imposed even tighter restrictions, including blocking

access to virtual private networks (VPNs), which

citizens had used to circumvent internet controls.

Globally, internet freedom has declined for a record

14th consecutive year, with more countries

experiencing setbacks than improvements. Countries

with the highest levels of internet freedom included

Iceland, Estonia, Canada, Chile, and Costa Rica.

[Freedom House] [Channel News Asia] [The Diplomat]

Myanmar: Jailed lawyer Daw Ywet Nu

Aung wins nternational human rights
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award

(tl) Myanmar lawyer Daw Ywet Nu Aung has been

awarded the Ludovic Trarieux International Human

Rights Prize for 2024. This prize, presented annually by

the Institut des Droits de l’Homme des Avocats

Européens (IDHAE), recognizes lawyers worldwide who

defend human rights.

Ywet Nu Aung, sentenced to 15 years of hard labor by

the Myanmar military government for assisting political

prisoners in obtaining legal aid, is the 29th recipient of

this award. She previously served as the defense

lawyer for Dr. Zaw Myint Maung, the former Mandalay

Region chief minister and vice chairman of the

National League for Democracy (NLD). [Mizzima News]

[The Irrawaddy][DVB News]

Ywet Nu Aung is currently incarcerated in Mandalay

Obo Prison. The National Unity Government (NUG)

Human Rights Minister U Aung Myo Min accepted the

award on her behalf in Rome. [BBC in Burmese]

Myanmar: Distance education students at

work struggle with reduced study rights 

(tl) Employers in Myanmar have historically offered

both paid and unpaid educational leave to allow young

people to prepare for exams while completing degrees

through distance learning and earning an income.

However, fewer businesses are now providing time off,

and most that do allow employees to take significantly

less leave than before.

The Myanmar Labor Society, which monitors

workplace conditions and rights issues in Myanmar's

manufacturing sector, has rejected these allegations,

stating that employees can take educational leave "in

accordance with current labor laws."

Labor activists attribute the challenges faced by

distance education students to what they perceive as a

general deterioration of labor rights since the military

coup in Myanmar in 2021. They claim that employees

now have severely limited freedom of association,

which has led to lower wages and weakened

bargaining power. [Radio Free Asia]

Myanmar: Junta arrests 200 migrants

attempting to cross into Thailand
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(anl) According to a Thai-based NGO, the junta arrested

200 people attempting to cross into Thailand from

Myeik Township in the Tanintharyi region of Myanmar

on October 15. Among those detained, 140 individuals

in their early 20s are likely being forcibly conscripted

into the military and are scheduled to be sent to the

No. 12 Advanced Military Training School in Shwedu

Village, Myeik Township, while older individuals were

reportedly released.

The Myanmar Humanitarian Action Center (MHAC) in

Thailand stated that the arrested group consists of

young ethnic Rakhine, Mon, Karen, Chin, and some

Bamar people.

Residents of Myeik reported that migrant workers are

frequently arrested while attempting to journey to

Thailand. In early September, 27 Myanmar migrants

repatriated by Thai authorities were forcibly

conscripted but managed to escape with the

assistance of the Karen National Union (KNU) in the

Tanintharyi region. [The Irrawaddy]

Philippines: Vice President Duterte

threatens to exhume dictator Marcos'

remains amid escalating feud

(alm/lm) Philippine Vice President Sara Duterte has

intensified her feud with President Ferdinand Marcos

Jr., launching a sharp two-hour tirade on October 18.

During the press conference, Duterte even threatened

to exhume and discard the remains of Marcos Jr.’s

father, the late dictator Ferdinand Marcos Sr.,

underscoring the deepening rift between the two

former allies ahead of the upcoming 2025 midterm

and 2028 presidential elections.

In her speech, Duterte criticized Marcos for having

unclear policies on inflation and food security, calling

the country's trajectory a “road to hell.” She also

recounted an incident that marked her split from

Marcos: the public humiliation of a young graduate by

the president, which she cited as a turning point.

Additionally, she claimed that she felt "used" after

teaming up with Marcos in their 2022 electoral victory.

Duterte’s remarks are widely seen as a strategy to

divert attention from ongoing corruption investigations

into her alleged misuse of confidential funds as

education secretary. Facing impeachment threats led

by Marcos's cousin, House Speaker Martin Romualdez,

Duterte resigned from her Cabinet position in June

after relations between the Marcos and Duterte
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families reached a breaking point. [The Guardian 1]

[Rappler]

The rift has been further fueled by parliamentary

hearings on the “war on drugs” of the vide president’s

father, former president Rodrigo Duterte, which

revealed allegations of police being paid to kill drug

suspects. Earlier this month, former police colonel

Royina Garma testified that law enforcement officers

were offered substantial rewards—ranging from PHP

20,000 (USD 346) to PHP 1 million (USD 17,340) per

suspect killed—under the "Davao Model." These

revelations strengthen claims of extrajudicial violence

under Duterte’s administration, which the International

Criminal Court (ICC) continues to investigate. [The

Guardian 2] [ABS-CBN News]

More recently, ex-President Duterte skipped the

October 22 House of Representatives hearing on drug

war-related killings, citing health reasons. He pledged

to attend future sessions after November 1. [Rappler]

Despite these developments, President Marcos Jr. has

refused to cooperate with the ICC, arguing that the

country's courts should handle such cases to protect

Philippine sovereignty. However, analysts suggest that

Marcos Jr. could potentially expose Duterte to

prosecution if it becomes politically advantageous.

[The Guardian 3]

Philippines: Rival clans challenge

Dutertes' decades-long hold on Davao City

(lm) As the rivalry between the Marcos and Duterte

political dynasties heats up, the upcoming 2025

midterm elections are shaping up to be more than just

a race for congressional seats; they are becoming a

broader test of both clans' influence ahead of the 2028

presidential election.

The midterms will see 18,280 elected positions

contested nationwide, including half of the Senate’s 24

seats. Marcos has already endorsed 12 Senate

candidates, including his sister, Senator Imee Marcos,

in a bid to consolidate power across the country’s

three main regions: Luzon, Visayas, and Mindanao.

[Nikkei Asia]

In contrast, former President Rodrigo Duterte, who

stepped down in 2022, is not pursuing a Senate seat.

Instead, he aims to reclaim the mayoralty of Davao

City, while his son, Sebastian "Baste" Duterte, the

current mayor, is running for vice mayor. This strategic

shift aims to retain their family's control over Davao,
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which has lasted since 1988, barring a brief three-year

interruption. Analysts see this move as an attempt to

maintain local dominance while keeping options open

for a possible return to national politics.

However, in a notable challenge to the Duterte family’s

decades-long dominance in Davao City politics, three

of the city’s prominent clans—the Nograleses, Al-ags,

and Garcias—have joined forces for the May 2025 local

elections. According to political analysts, this election

represents not just a local power struggle but a

broader referendum on the Duterte era, which has

defined national and local politics since Rodrigo

Duterte's election as president in 2016.

Former Civil Service Commission chairperson Karlo

Nograles is the primary challenger, running for mayor.

The Nograleses are longstanding political rivals of the

Dutertes but had temporarily aligned with them during

Rodrigo Duterte’s presidency. Karlo's sister, Margarita

"Migs" Nograles, is also vying for the city’s 1st District

congressional seat, aiming to unseat incumbent Paolo

"Pulong" Duterte.The Nograleses are emphasizing

better city services and modernization, citing issues

like flooding, traffic, and peace and order as areas

needing improvement.

The Al-ag family, previously aligned with the Dutertes,

has severed ties with the Hugpong sa Tawong Lungsod

(HTL) party led by the Dutertes. Councilor Bernard Al-

ag, expelled from HTL, is now running for vice mayor

alongside Karlo Nograles. In the 2nd District, Javier

Campos of the Garcia clan is challenging Omar

Duterte, Pulong’s son. Meanwhile, the 3rd District will

see incumbent representative Isidro Ungab face

Wilberto Al-ag and Ruy Elias Lopez, a veteran politician

from another influential clan.

The Nograles-led coalition is campaigning on promises

to improve basic services, modernize infrastructure,

and enhance governance in Davao City. Critics of the

Duterte administration, both local and national, have

cited persistent issues such as flooding, traffic

congestion, and ineffective city services, problems that

the opposition says the Duterte clan has failed to

address adequately. [Rappler]

Philippines: Government working with AI

providers to address deepfake concerns

during elections

(rv) To stop the potential spread of deepfakes that

could spread misinformation and influence the 2025

midterm elections, the Department of Information and
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Communications Technology (DICT) is working with

artificial intelligence service providers. They include

OpenAI, ChatGPT and Google.

Speaking at the sidelines of the 2024 Singapore

International Cyber Week, DICT Secretary Ivan John Uy

said the AI providers are consulting with both

individual governments and the international

community to address issues arising from deepfakes

as well as edited and artificial intelligence generated

content.

Solutions referred to include embedding watermarks

for deepfake content and a law passed in Singapore

that allows social media posts to be fact checked by

the government.

The Cybercrime Investigation and Coordinating Center

has said that the DICT has allocated P10 million for its

annual subscription for an application that can aid the

government to monitor and detect fake online content.

[ABS-CBN News]

Philippines: National learning

intervention program signed into law

(rv) Philippines’ President Ferdinand Marcos Jr. signed

the Academic Recovery and Accessible Learning (ARAL)

Program act on October 18. Under this law teachers

and para-teacher will be hired to provide tutorial

sessions and intervention plans for students below the

minimum proficiency levels required in language,

mathematics and science.

Filipino students have been found to consistently

struggle with these subjects in international

assessments such as the Program for International

Student Assessment (PISA). In the 2022 test, only a

quarter of 7000 students from public and private

schools had basic proficiency in mathematics, science

and reading.

While the PISA scores from 2022 and 2018 didn't show

significant differences, the ARAL Program Act is aimed

at creating a national learning intervention program to

help students meet grade-level standards and fast-

track the recovery of pandemic-induced learning

losses.

As per World Bank data on learning poverty, nine out

of 10 children aged 10 struggle to read simple text in

the Philippines. [Philstar]
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Philippines: Call for police reforms,

accountability measures following drug

war hearings

(rv) Recent congressional hearings have exposed deep-

rooted corruption and severe human rights abuses in

Philippine law enforcement tied to the “war on drugs,”

prompting Human Rights Watch to call for urgent

reforms. The hearings, conducted by four committees

of the House of Representatives, focused on

extrajudicial killings carried out during anti-drug

operations since 2016, implicating senior police

officials with close ties to then-President Rodrigo

Duterte.

Witnesses detailed a state-sponsored system that

incentivized violence, with testimony revealing

payments ranging from PHP 20,000 (USD 350) to PHP 1

million (USD 17,500) for each drug suspect killed.

Former Cebu City police chief Royina Garma,

appointed by Duterte to head the Philippine Charity

Sweepstakes Office, testified that she was asked in

2016 to organize a national anti-drug campaign

modeled after Duterte’s tenure as mayor of Davao City,

involving such payments to police officers.

Another notable testimony came from Kerwin

Espinosa, a self-confessed drug lord, who alleged that

Senator Rogelio "Bato" dela Rosa, then the national

police chief, threatened him to implicate Senator Leila

de Lima, a known critic of Duterte’s anti-drug policies.

De Lima was later arrested and detained on drug

charges but was fully acquitted in June 2024 after

nearly seven years in prison. Dela Rosa denied these

allegations.

The hearings revealed a system in which government

resources were weaponized to execute the drug war

and suppress dissent. Despite a change in leadership,

drug-related police killings continue under President

Ferdinand Marcos Jr., with virtually no accountability

for the thousands of deaths that have occurred since

2016.

Human Rights Watch is calling for sweeping changes to

the Philippine National Police (PNP), including revoking

the “Oplan Double Barrel” anti-drug strategy, which

remains in effect. Juanito Victor Remulla, recently

appointed head of the Department of the Interior and

Local Government, is urged to enhance the PNP’s

Internal Affairs Service to empower investigations into

police abuses. Additionally, the Justice Department

should initiate its own inquiries based on the

congressional revelations and prosecute those

responsible.



The organization also insists that the Philippine Drug

Enforcement Agency, a key player in the anti-drug

campaign, undergo structural reforms and cooperate

fully with the International Criminal Court's ongoing

investigation into the drug war killings. Human Rights

Watch emphasized that both domestic and

international stakeholders must push the Marcos

administration to ensure that law enforcement

agencies are not misused and that perpetrators of

human rights violations are held accountable. [Human

Rights Watch]

Philippines: Negros Occidental farmers

urge President Marcos to fulfill 12-year-

old land promise

(lm) Farmers in Negros Occidental, Philippines, have

called on President Ferdinand Marcos Jr. to grant them

ownership of 26 hectares of land promised under the

Comprehensive Agrarian Reform Program (CARP) in

2012. Represented by the Hacienda Vicenta Farm

Workers Association (HVFWA), the farmers demand the

issuance of Certificates of Land Ownership Award

(CLOA), which symbolize the culmination of their

decade-long fight for land rights in Barangay

Cabacungan, La Castellana.

Despite a 2019 decision in favor of the farmers by the

Department of Agrarian Reform (DAR), the agency's

Land Use Cases Committee (LUCC) reversed this ruling

in 2020, approving the landowner’s conversion

request. The farmers' subsequent appeal was rejected

in 2021.

During World Food Day on October 16, the farmers

held a harvest celebration, marking their ongoing

struggle for land and food security. Civic group Negros

KAISAHAN noted that many beneficiaries have died

waiting for land distribution.

The DAR faces challenges meeting the 2028 deadline

for distributing all CARP lands, as nearly 200,000

hectares remain undistributed in Negros alone.

[Rappler]

Philippines: Police hunt Chinese suspect

over Manila murder

(lm) Philippine police are pursuing a Chinese suspect

involved in a fatal shooting at a hotpot restaurant in

Makati City, Metro Manila. The incident involved a 29-
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year-old Chinese victim who was shot multiple times

by a suspect believed to be Chinese. Initial

investigations suggest a business dispute or a love

triangle, with the two men having first met on

Telegram to discuss agricultural supplies.

The Chinese Embassy emphasized ensuring the safety

of its citizens in the Philippines and mentioned the

ongoing crackdown on Philippine Offshore Gaming

Operators (POGOs), mostly run by Chinese nationals.

China supports the Philippine government’s ban on

POGOs and the repatriation of 140 Chinese nationals

involved in illegal activities since July. [South China

Morning Post]

Philippines: Monetary Board approves

USD 3.81 billion in public sector foreign

borrowings for Q3 2024

(lm) The Monetary Board of the Bangko Sentral ng

Pilipinas has approved USD 3.81 billion in public sector

foreign borrowings for the third quarter of 2024. This

marks a 36 percent increase from the USD 2.81 billion

approved in the same period last year.

The approved borrowings include a USD 2.50 billion

bond issuance to fund the national government's

general budget and finance/refinance assets under the

Sustainable Finance Framework. Additionally, two

project loans totaling USD 535.97 million will support

maritime safety and agrarian reform, while a USD

778.59 million program loan will focus on economic

recovery, environmental protection, and climate

resilience.

In line with Section 20, Article VII of the 1987

Constitution, foreign loans contracted by the Philippine

government require prior approval from the Monetary

Board to ensure sustainable and manageable levels of

external debt. [Rappler]

Philippines: Authorities search for

abducted American amid lack of proof of

life

(lm) Authorities remain uncertain about the

whereabouts of 26-year-old American Elliot Onil

Eastman, who was abducted in Sibuco, Zamboanga del

Norte, on October 17. Eastman, originally from

Vermont, United States, was taken by gunmen after

being shot in the leg while resisting the kidnapping.
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Police suspect the abductors could be linked to the

Abu Sayyaf Group, with possible movement towards

Basilan or the Sulu archipelago, but no group has

claimed responsibility, and the motive remains

unclear.

The Philippine National Police (PNP) in the

Bangsamoro Autonomous Region in Muslim Mindanao

(BARMM) has not received any proof of life. Brigadier

General Romeo Juan Macapaz, head of the PNP in

BARMM, stated that intelligence operations are

ongoing to locate Eastman. Meanwhile, Sibuco Mayor

Joel Ventura has announced a PHP 100,000 (USD 1,700)

reward for information on Eastman’s whereabouts,

with an additional PHP 50,000 (USD 850) for

information identifying the boat used in the abduction.

Basilan Governor Jim Salliman dismissed claims that

Eastman was brought to the province, citing the

absence of any signs of the kidnappers or the captive.

Salliman added that military and local militia

surveillance across Basilan makes it unlikely for the

kidnappers to have reached the area. Local officials

believe Eastman's injury could have limited the

abductors' ability to transport him far from the original

site of the abduction. [CBS News] [Hindustan Times]

[Rappler]

Philippines: 17 Abu Sayyaf members

convicted over 2000 Sipadan island

kidnapping

(lm) After 24 years, a Taguig court has convicted 17

members of the Abu Sayyaf Group (ASG) for their roles

in the 2000 abduction of 21 people, including 19

foreigners and two Filipinos, at a diving resort on

Sipadan Island, Malaysia. The hostages were taken by

boat to Talipao, Sulu, and held captive in Jolo, both

within Philippine jurisdiction.

The court found the accused guilty of 21 counts of

kidnapping and serious illegal detention, sentencing

each to reclusion perpetua (up to 40 years'

imprisonment) for each count. Additionally, the

convicted were ordered to pay PHP 300,000 (USD

5,100) in moral, civil, and exemplary damages to the

victims.

The trial, held in Metro Manila, aimed to ensure the

safety of participants and the integrity of evidence,

which could be compromised locally due to ASG's

influence. Abu Sayyaf, linked to Al Qaeda, is notorious

for terror attacks, particularly in Mindanao, and has a

history of brutal kidnappings.
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The court acquitted five individuals, citing insufficient

evidence, while charges against some suspects,

including commanders killed in a 2005 jailbreak, were

dropped. [Rappler]

Philippines: Cordillera rebel leader

arrested in Ilocos Norte

(lm) Authorities have arrested Simeon Naogsan,

spokesperson for the Cordillera People's Democratic

Front (CPDF), during an early morning raid in Bacarra,

Ilocos Norte, on October 21. Naogsan, also known as

Ka Filiw, represents the CPDF, which is affiliated with

the Communist Party of the Philippines-New People’s

Army (CPP-NPA) and the National Democratic Front of

the Philippines (NDFP). According to the Ilocos Human

Rights Alliance (IHRA), Naogsan was in the province

seeking medical treatment at the time of his arrest.

Following his detention, Naogsan was taken to a

hospital for medical attention before being transferred

to the Ilocos Norte Provincial Police Office in Laoag

City. IHRA claims that police initially refused to provide

details of the arrest to paralegal representatives. They

urged authorities to recognize Naogsan as hors de

combat under International Humanitarian Law, given

his medical condition.

In December 2020, the Anti-Terrorism Council (ATC)

designated the CPP-NPA, along with the CPDF and

similar groups, as terrorist organizations under the

Anti-Terrorism Act of 2020. Naogsan was also named

on the ATC’s list of designated individuals in May 2022.

However, a Manila court dismissed the Department of

Justice's 2018 petition to declare the CPP-NPA as

terrorist organizations in September 2022. [Rappler]

Philippines: Last known suspect in 2023

Marawi university bombing captured

(lm) Authorities have arrested the last identified

suspect linked to the December 2023 bombing at

Mindanao State University (MSU) in Marawi City. The

arrest occurred on October 16 in Iligan City, following a

joint police and military operation. The suspect is

associated with the ISIS-inspired Dawlah Islamiyah-

Maute Group, which was also involved in the 2017

Marawi siege.

The bombing, which targeted a Catholic Mass at MSU’s

gymnasium, resulted in four deaths and multiple
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injuries. The suspect faces charges under the Anti-

Terrorism Act of 2020. Authorities revealed that the

suspect and an accomplice were responsible for

placing the explosive device. The accomplice, believed

to be the mastermind, was killed earlier this year in

Lanao del Sur.

This arrest concludes a series of operations, including

the capture of another suspect shortly after the attack

and a military encounter in January that resulted in the

deaths of several militants linked to the bombing.

[Rappler]

Singapore: Younger son of founding leader

says he is now political refugee as family

spat snowballs

(lm) Lee Hsien Yang, the younger son of Singapore’s

founding leader Lee Kuan Yew, announced on October

22 that he is now a political refugee after the United

Kingdom granted him asylum in August 2024. This

development adds a new dimension to the long-

running public feud among Singapore's most

prominent family members. Lee Hsien Yang and his

late sister, Lee Wei Ling, had been estranged from their

elder brother, Lee Hsien Loong, Singapore’s former

Prime Minister, primarily over the handling of their

father’s will and the fate of Lee Kuan Yew’s family

home.

Lee Hsien Yang stated that he sought asylum in 2022,

citing “a well-founded risk of persecution” and attacks

against him by the Singaporean government. He

claimed that the threats against him had escalated to a

level where returning to Singapore was unsafe. As a

result, he was unable to attend his sister’s funeral in

October. In his Facebook post, Lee emphasized that he

remains a Singaporean citizen and hopes to return to

his homeland once it is safe to do so. However, the

Singaporean government rejected Lee’s persecution

claims as baseless, maintaining that there is no risk to

him. [Reuters]

The family dispute first became public in 2017 when

Lee Hsien Yang and his sister accused their brother of

abusing his power as Prime Minister to influence the

government’s decision over the family home. Their

father, Lee Kuan Yew, had reportedly wanted the

house demolished, but Lee Hsien Loong argued that

the government should decide whether to preserve it

as a heritage site. Lee Hsien Yang reiterated his stance

on October 18, asserting that he plans to apply for the

demolition of the house, aligning with his father's

stated wishes. [ChannelNews Asia]
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The public fallout among the siblings is unprecedented

in Singapore, a country known for tight political control

and strict regulations on public discourse. In May, Lee

Hsien Yang was ordered to pay damages in a

defamation suit brought by two cabinet ministers over

claims related to the leasing of state properties.

Singapore: New law targets deepfakes,

digital manipulation during elections

(fi) On October 15, Singapore’s Parliament passed the

Election (Integrity of Online Advertising) (Amendment)

Bill, introducing measures to combat deepfakes and

digitally manipulated content during election periods.

The new law prohibits the publication of misleading

content that falsely depicts election candidates using

AI technologies, Photoshop, dubbing, or splicing.

Effective from the issuance of the Writ of Election until

polls close, the law aims to prevent both favorable and

unfavorable misrepresentations of candidates.

Violators may be fined up to SGD1,000 (USD 761),

jailed for up to a year, or both. Social media platforms

may be fined up to SGD 1 million (USD 761,272) upon

conviction. The Bill also introduces corrective

measures, allowing candidates to request that the

Returning Officer (RO) order the removal or restriction

of misleading content. The law does not cover private

communications within closed groups or content like

memes, cartoons, or cosmetic edits.

Additionally, candidates must declare themselves as

official contenders by paying an election deposit and

allowing their names to be published on the Elections

Department's website before Nomination Day, a first

for Singapore. The public can report prohibited

content to authorities, and corrective actions will be

announced to enable informed voting.

The Bill, which must be enforced before the general

election by November 2025, was met with questions

from eight Members of Parliament (MPs) who

expressed concerns about overreach and potential

stifling of political expression. The government

emphasized that candidates must be proactive in

clarifying false content, as even minimal

misinformation can affect election outcomes.

A study shows that more than 6 in 10 Singaporeans are

concerned about the impact of deepfakes on elections.

Recent legislation in the state of California and South

Korea similarly seeks to block deceptive deepfakes of

candidates. South Korea and Indonesia have also seen

a spike in deepfake-related incidents. [Ministry of
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Digital Development and Information Singapore] [The

Straits Times]

Singapore: Courts may direct divorcing

couples to seek reconciliation

(lm) Singapore's Family Justice Courts (FJC) may ask

couples filing for divorce by mutual agreement to

attempt reconciliation if there is a reasonable chance

of saving the marriage. Couples must provide evidence

of efforts to reconcile when applying for divorce under

this ground, introduced in July 2024.

The FJC can direct couples to counseling or delay

granting divorce if further reconciliation attempts may

succeed. The process aims to reduce conflict

compared to fault-based divorces, with about 8

percent of divorces filed under mutual agreement by

August 2024. Legal experts note that this option is

often chosen to avoid blame and protect children. [The

Straits Times]

Singapore: Seven stateless children under

12, no automatic citizenship for those

born in city-state

(lm) As of December 31, 2023, Singapore had seven

stateless children under 12 and 13 aged 12 to 18.

These children are often born to foreign parents who

have not secured citizenship for them.

Minister for Home Affairs K. Shanmugam clarified that

Singapore does not automatically grant citizenship to

children born in the country. Applications for

citizenship are evaluated based on factors like ties to

Singapore and how long the individual has lived here.

Stateless individuals who are permanent residents

(PRs) receive access to healthcare, education, and

housing like other PRs. Non-PRs can access some

services, but cannot buy or rent Housing Board flats,

though assistance may be provided for those in need.

[The Straits Times]

Singapore: Over two-fifths of 2024

bankruptcy orders linked to business

failures
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(lm) In the first half of 2024, more than 40 percent of

bankruptcy orders were attributed to business failures,

according to Minister of State for Trade and Industry

Alvin Tan. These failures involved borrowing from

banks, credit card issuers, licensed moneylenders, and

private individuals.

While the number of bankruptcy applications rose, Tan

clarified that the number of actual bankruptcy orders

remained stable compared to previous years and is

still below pre-pandemic levels. He noted that not all

applications result in bankruptcy, as some debtors

settle their debts or enter repayment plans.

Credit card and corporate non-performing loan (NPL)

delinquency rates remained stable, with NPLs

accounting for less than 1 percent of individual loans.

Stress tests by the Monetary Authority of Singapore

(MAS) show most households can manage their

mortgage debts even with elevated interest rates. [The

Straits Times]

Singapore: Oil leak from Shell’s pipeline

affects waters off city-state

(lm) An oil leak occurred from Shell's land-based

pipeline between Bukom Island and Bukom Kecil in the

early hours of October 20, affecting waters off

Singapore. The Maritime and Port Authority (MPA) was

notified of the leak at around 1 p.m., and it was

contained by 3 p.m. Shell reported that oil overflowed

from a holding area into the water channel between

the two islands.

Cleanup efforts, including boats, containment booms,

and drones, have been deployed, with no new

sightings of oil by 6 p.m. Environmental monitoring

continues near sensitive areas like Sisters’ Islands

Marine Park and Labrador Nature Reserve. [The Straits

Times]

Singapore: 17-year-old detained for two

years for planning terror attack after

online radicalization

(fi) A 17-year-old Singaporean male has been detained

for two years under the Internal Security Act (ISA) for

planning a terrorist attack in Singapore and intending

to join ISIS in Syria. Radicalized online, the youth

planned a knife attack on non-Muslims near Tampines

West Community Centre, aiming to carry it out during
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the September 2024 school holidays. Authorities

discovered his plans and arrested him in August 2024.

The case is part of a concerning rise in lone-actor

attacks involving easily accessible weapons as it was

one of the plans that came closest to being carried out.

Since 2020, five self-radicalized youths have been

detained under the ISA. [Asia One] [ MHA Singapore]

Singapore: Fugitive deported from

Malaysia to face drug-related charges

(fi) A 37-year-old Singaporean fugitive, wanted since

2014 for drug consumption and trafficking, was

captured in Malaysia on October 1, 2024, and deported

to Singapore. He was promptly arrested by Central

Narcotics Bureau (CNB) officers upon arrival on

October 20.

The man, charged initially on April 3, 2014, faced

multiple counts of drug trafficking and consumption

but absconded in 2017 after missing a court hearing.

He is also linked to offenses involving grievous hurt

and impersonation. [The Straits Times] [CNB

Singapore]

Thailand: Election Commission launches

probe into ruling Pheu Thai Party

(lm) Thailand's Election Commission (EC) has launched

an investigation into the ruling Pheu Thai Party over

allegations that former Prime Minister Thaksin

Shinawatra, father of current Prime Minister

Paetongtarn Shinawatra, unlawfully influences the

party's activities. This investigation could potentially

lead to the party's dissolution under the Political

Parties Act, which prohibits external influence over

political parties.

The investigation stems from four merged petitions

accusing Thaksin of directing Pheu Thai's operations,

including an August 14 meeting at his residence where

coalition leaders discussed replacing then-Prime

Minister Srettha Thavisin. The petitioners, including

Warong Dechgitvigrom, chairman of the Thai Pakdee

Party, and Ruangkrai Leekitwattana of the Palang

Pracharath Party (PPRP), argue that Thaksin’s

involvement breaches Section 28 of the political party

law. The allegations extend to five other coalition

parties, which could also face dissolution if found

complicit. [Bangkok Post 1]
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The Pheu Thai has a history of being at the center of

political power struggles in Thailand, with five prime

ministers from the party and its predecessors,

including Thaksin and his sister Yingluck Shinawatra,

removed by court orders or military coups. Thaksin

returned to Thailand last year after 15 years in self-

exile, coinciding with the appointment of his political

ally Srettha Thavisin as prime minister. In August 2024,

Thaksin’s daughter Paetongtarn assumed the position

of premier after the Constitutional Court removed

Srettha from office.[Bangkok Post 2]

However, key coalition parties have downplayed the

EC's investigation into Thaksin’s alleged influence over

the government. The Pheu Thai accused the PPRP

faction led by Gen Prawit Wongsuwon, now in

opposition, of initiating the complaints after being

excluded from the Paetongtarn-led government. The

party insists it has evidence to counter the claims and

rejects any allegations of Thaksin's dominance.

[Bangkok Post 3]

Yet, adding to the existing legal challenges, Prime

Minister Paetongtarn faces a new petition seeking her

removal from office over the appointment of Nattawut

Saikua, a former director of the Pheu Thai family, as

her adviser. Activist Nopparut Worachitwutthikul filed

the petition with the EC, accusing the prime minister of

wrongdoing due to Nattawut's criminal past, which

includes leading a violent protest in 2007.

Nopparut argues that Nattawut’s background and early

release from prison raise concerns about undue

influence over the prime minister, and plans to submit

further petitions to the Constitutional Court and

National Anti-Corruption Commission. [Bangkok Post

4]

Thailand: MPs, Senators eye December

joint sitting

(lm) Thailand's two chambers of Parliament, the House

of Representatives and Senate, are planning a joint

sitting in mid-December to begin deliberations on a bill

amending the 2017 constitution. The timing follows an

agreement between government and opposition

whips, who determined that the current parliamentary

session's schedule is too tight.

Nattawut Buaprathum, opposition whip chief,

suggested December 16-18 as the ideal period, with

the final schedule to be confirmed after discussions

with Senate Speaker Mongkol Surasajja.
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Separately, the Senate will select 14 senators to

mediate differences with the House over a charter

referendum bill. If no agreement is reached, the bill will

be shelved for 180 days before the Lower House can

take final action. [Bangkok Post]

Thailand: Amnesty study focuses on

drafting process, faces political divide

(lm) The lower house of the Thai parliament is set to

vote later this week on a study focused solely on the

drafting process of a proposed political amnesty bill.

The vote, scheduled for October 24, will determine

whether the government proceeds with developing the

bill based on the study’s recommendations.

The amnesty law under consideration aims to address

offenses arising from political conflicts over the past

two decades, potentially covering Section 112 of the

Criminal Code, which pertains to royal defamation.

However, the amnesty will not apply to offenses that

led to the dissolution of the Move Forward Party (MFP),

now succeeded by the main opposition People's Party.

The MFP was dissolved by the Constitutional Court on

August 7 for allegedly endangering the constitutional

monarchy and national security, following accusations

by the Election Commission. The court banned 11 of its

executives from politics for 10 years under Section 92

of the Political Parties Act, which allows for the

dissolution of parties deemed threats to the monarchy.

[Bangkok Post 1]

The study by a special parliamentary committee, which

has been delayed twice, outlines three potential paths

for an amnesty—either granting, withholding, or

conditionally providing it for royal defamation

offenders— but it does not commit the government to

any specific course of action. The study does, however,

note that the royal defamation law is politically

sensitive, and any proposed legislation would need to

carefully consider this. [Bangkok Post 2]

The main opposition People's Party backs including

royal defamation offenses in the bill to promote

national reconciliation. In contrast, coalition parties

such as the Pheu Thai, Bhumjaithai, United Thai

Nation, and the Democrat Party oppose this inclusion,

citing concerns over its implications, thus complicating

the discussions. [Bangkok Post 3]
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Thailand: Government urged to ensure

accountability in Tak Bai massacre case as

deadline nears

(bk) Opposition leader Natthaphong Ruengpanyawut,

from the People's Party, reiterated in an interview on

October 16 the importance that the government

ensure all defendants in the Tak Bai massacre case,

including Gen Pisan Wattanawongkiri, former MP of

the ruling Pheu Thai Party, who is currently believed to

be abroad, are brought to court before the statute of

limitations expires on October 25. He expressed

concern that Gen Pisan's recent resignation, citing

health issues [see AiR No. 42, October/2024, 3], could

be seen as an attempt to evade accountability.

[Bangkok Post] [Post Today, in Thai]

The Tak Bai massacre occurred on October 25, 2004 in

Narathiwat, Thailand's restive southern province.

During a protest, security forces clashed with

demonstrators, resulting in the deaths of 85

individuals, many of whom suffocated after being

packed into military trucks. This event highlighted

ongoing tensions in Thailand's southern provinces,

where there has been a long-standing conflict involving

separatist movements and government forces. At that

time, Gen Pisan was the regional army commander

and among the officials in charge of containing the

event.

Seven suspects, for whom arrest warrants have been

issued, failed to appear in court. If no arrests are made

before the deadline, the case could be dismissed,

leaving those responsible unpunished and deepening

public distrust in the judicial process. Activists

gathered at a memorial to honor the victims, voicing

concerns about the justice system's effectiveness and

reading the names of those who died.

Meanwhile, security has been heightened in

Narathiwat and nearby provinces as the October 25

deadline approaches for the statute of limitations. In

Pattani, authorities conducted inspections of a

suspicious object, while checkpoints were established

in Tak Bai to monitor vehicle and pedestrian traffic.

Recent violent incidents, including arson and

bombings, are believed to stem from public outrage

over the lack of accountability. [Thai PBS World 1]

Coordinated attacks in Narathiwat

On October 18, five paramilitary rangers and three

police officers were injured in a series of explosions

caused by improvised explosive devices (IEDs) in Su-

ngai Padi district, Narathiwat province, with indications

of insurgent involvement. The first explosion occurred
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at 6 am on Highway No. 4056 in Ban Kuwa village,

where two bombs detonated at electricity poles but

caused no injuries. A large-scale security, including

sniffer dogs and an explosive ordnance disposal (EOD)

team, was dispatched. While searching for additional

IEDs, a second explosion occurred at 7:39 a.m. on a

bridge leading to Ban Don He village, injuring five

rangers when their vehicle was struck by an IED. The

final explosion took place around 10 am on a road

near Ban Taling Sung, shattering vehicle windows and

injuring three officers who experienced hearing loss

and chest tightness. A senior security official suggested

that these coordinated attacks were likely orchestrated

by insurgents, prompting heightened security

measures and investigations involving explosive

ordnance disposal teams and canine units in the area.

[Thai PBS World 2] [The Nation]

Government to provide testimony to House committee on

Tak Bai

Defense Minister Phumtham Wechayachai announced

his readiness to address questions from the special

House committee investigating the Tak Bai massacre

as its 20-year statute of limitations nears expiration.

The committee plans to summon key officials,

including Phumtham, on October 24 to discuss steps to

take when the statute expires on October 25.

Phumtham emphasized that Prime Minister

Paetongtarn Shinawatra has provided clear

instructions regarding the case and urged the public

not to politicize it. He noted that if suspects are not

tried by the expiration date, they could escape criminal

liability.

Criminal lawsuit after two decades of fear

Human rights lawyer Pornpen Khongkachonkiet,

director of the Cross-Cultural Foundation, explained

that the criminal lawsuit was filed only six months

before the case's expiry date because the victims and

their families had lived in a state of fear, particularly

during the extended period of military governance,

when Gen. Prawit Wongsuwon, the army commander

at the time of the Tak Bai incident, later became

deputy prime minister in the Prayut Chan-o-cha

government. Initially, they relied on the National

Human Rights Commission to file a case on their

behalf but decided to take matters into their own

hands when it became clear that the Commission was

unable to assist. The lawsuit was initiated in April

against nine individuals, with the Narathiwat Provincial

Court accepting charges against seven of them in

August. [Bangkok Post]
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Thailand: PPRP Leader Gen Prawit's rare

appearance at parliament after criticism

over absences

(bk) Gen Prawit Wongsuwan, leader of the Palang

Pracharath Party (PPRP) and party-list MP, made a brief

appearance in Parliament on October 16 - his first time

since last year - to sign the attendance log before

departing immediately. His visit followed revelations

from the Pheu Thai Party that he had allegedly missed

84 of 95 House meetings since July 2023.

On September 18, former Pheu Thai spokesman

Prompong Nopparit filed a complaint with Parliament

President Wan Muhamad Noor Matha, requesting an

investigation into whether Prawit breached the MPs'

code of ethics due to his significant absences from

House meetings.

In response to these allegations, PPRP's secretary-

general Paiboon Nititawan announced on October 1

that Prawit would return all his earnings as an MP from

the time he took office until September 30 and forfeit

his salary going forward, citing his frequent absences

due to personal commitments. [The Nation]

Thailand: Ex-Prime Minister Thaksin

appears quietly at court over royal

defamation case

(bk) Thailand’s former Prime Minister Thaksin

Shinawatra made a low-profile appearance at

Bangkok’s Criminal Court on October 17 in connection

with his ongoing royal defamation case against. The

75-year-old, who had not notified authorities of his

visit, stayed for around 10 minutes to comply with his

bail conditions, which mandate monthly reporting. The

bail amount for Thaksin stands at THB 500,000 (USD

15,000), and his request to travel abroad was

previously denied in July.

The charges originate from a 2015 interview with South

Korea’s Chosun Ilbo, where Thaksin alleged that privy

councillors backed the coup that ousted his sister,

Yingluck Shinawatra. This led to charges under

Thailand’s royal defamation law and the Computer

Crime Act. The next court hearing is scheduled for July

2025.

Thaksin returned to Thailand on August 22, 2022, after

15 years in self-imposed exile, and was initially

sentenced to eight years in prison, which was later

reduced to one year due to royal clemency. Following
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his return, he experienced health issues and was

transferred to the Police General Hospital for

treatment. He was paroled and discharged from the

hospital on February 18, 2023, and completed his one-

year prison term on August 31, 2023.

Thaksin has largely stayed out of the public eye since

his daughter, Paetongtarn, became Thailand's prime

minister in August 2024. His absence followed various

complaints lodged with the Constitutional Court,

alleging that he plays a role in guiding the Paetongtarn

government’s policies and decisions. [Bangkok Post]

[Thai PBS World]

Thailand: Cabinet approves draft

regulations on cannabis and hemp

products

(bk) The Thai Cabinet has approved draft regulations

by the Public Health Ministry governing the use,

production, and commercialization of cannabis and

hemp products. The move expands the current rules,

which allowed only state agencies to use these plants

for medical and research purposes, enabling private

businesses and the general public to engage in related

activities.

Under the new regulation, products with

Tetrahydrocannabinol (THC) concentrations above 0.2

percent will still be classified as drugs and require a

similar approval process as other Category 5 narcotics.

Products with less than 0.2 percent THC will be

considered "health products" and subject to laws such

as the Cosmetic Act, Food Act, or Herbal Product Act.

The secretary-general of the Food and Drug

Administration (FDA) emphasized that this draft

regulation aims to clarify the rules surrounding the

commercialization of cannabis and hemp. With this

regulation, companies producing and selling these

items can resume their activities without disruption,

provided they adhere to the laws.

The draft aligns with the policy of Prime Minister

Paetongtarn Shinawatra’s administration, which aims

to harness cannabis and hemp for medical and

economic purposes, potentially generating THB 200

billion (USD 6 billion) annually. The Asia International

Hemp Expo 2024, scheduled for November 27-30 in

Bangkok, is expected to draw over 10,000 visitors, with

more than 200 companies participating and generating

about THB 1 billion (USD 30 million) in economic

activity. [The Nation]
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Thailand: Cabinet to review casino

feedback

(lm) The Thai government is set to review public

feedback on the casino-entertainment complex bill,

following an online hearing conducted by the Fiscal

Policy Office (FPO) and the Digital Government

Development Agency.

The bill proposes the legalization of casinos within

entertainment complexes to boost tourism revenue.

Key provisions of the bill include a 30-year operating

license for entertainment complex operators, with an

initial registration fee of THB 5 billion (approximately

USD 150 million) and an annual fee of THB 1 billion

(around USD 30 million). The license can be renewed

after 30 years for an additional 10-year period, and

operations would be reviewed every five years.

While supporters believe these complexes will increase

tourist spending, some participants suggested

renaming the bill to "integrated resort bill" for a more

positive image. Feedback also included suggestions to

reduce the license duration to 10 years or extend it to

50-60 years, VAT exemptions for operators, and tax-

free gambling winnings. Many participants proposed

lowering the entrance fee for Thai citizens from THB

5,000 (USD 150) to a range of THB 1,000-2,000 (USD 30-

60).

Concerns were raised about potential negative social

impacts, such as crime and gambling addiction, with

suggestions for a fund to support those affected.

The feedback will be submitted to the cabinet for

consideration. [Bangkok Post]

Thailand: Court rejects bail for iCon Group

executives as investigation intensifies

(bk) In the latest update on the iCon Group's purported

fraud [see AiR No. 42, October/2024, 3], all 18 

executives and core members of the company --

including iCon CEO Warathaphon Waratyaworrakul

and three celebrities (Yuranant Pamornmontri, Kan

Kantathavorn, and Pechaya Wattanamontree) -- were

ordered detained after the Criminal Court rejected bail

applications, citing concerns about potential evidence

tampering and flight risk due to the serious nature of

their alleged offenses. The male suspects were sent to

Bangkok Remand Prison, while the females were
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placed in the Central Women’s Correctional Institution

for 12 days of further questioning.

The court's decision came as the Department of

Special Investigation (DSI) conducted a search of a

building in Bangkok, where investigators found a cloud

server containing crucial data about iCon's operations,

as the company is accused of running a pyramid

scheme. Authorities are currently analyzing this data

for evidence of irregularities and have seized assets

worth THB 220 million (USD 6.6 million), including

luxury cars.

All 18 suspects face charges of public fraud and

falsifying information in a computer system, which

they deny. The suspects, referred to as "bosses" within

the iCon marketing hierarchy, were arrested following

over 1,000 fraud complaints from individuals alleging

the company misled them with inexpensive online

sales courses and pressured them into further

financial commitments, resulting in significant losses.

[Bangkok Post 1] [Thai PBS World 1] [The Nation]

Investors continue to file complaints with the Central

Investigation Bureau, with many reporting losses of up

to THB 1 million (USD 30,000) on membership fees and

advertising costs for promoting the iCon Group. This

group includes victims from foreign countries like

China, Hong Kong, Italy, and Canada, who claim they

paid advances but never received the promised

products, leading to estimated losses exceeding THB

20 million (USD 600,000). Many of these victims are

engaged in importing products from Thailand. [Thai

PBS World 2] [Thai PBS World 3]

Consideration of class action suit against iCon Group

Justice Minister Tawee Sodsong has directed the DSI to

consult the Law Council of Thailand regarding the

possibility of filing a class action lawsuit against the

iCon Group and its management, alongside ongoing

criminal proceedings. Pol Maj Woranan Srilum, head of

the DSI’s Informal Finance Division, noted that such a

lawsuit could benefit affected investors and set a

precedent for future cases. [Thai PBS World 4]

Samart ousted from his position as PPRP's deputy

spokesman

Meanwhile, the Palang Pracharath Party (PPRP) has

removed Samart Janechaijittawanich from his role as

deputy spokesman following allegations of extorting

money from iCon CEO Warathaphon. PPRP secretary-

general Paiboon Nititawan announced that this

decision was made under the direction of party leader

Gen Prawit Wongsuwon as the investigation unfolds.
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Notably, Samart has not been expelled from the party,

as such a decision requires executive committee

approval, and he has declined to resign voluntarily.

The controversy began with the release of an audio

recording in which someone purportedly offered to

assist Warathaphon for a fee of THB 100,000 (USD

3,017). Warathaphon contends that this conversation

took place two years ago and is unrelated to the

ongoing issues. Samart has denied being the individual

in the recording and threatened legal action against

those linking him to the scandal. Nonetheless, Sitra

Biabangkerd, secretary-general of the People’s Lawyer

Foundation, has called for an investigation into the

audio clips and urged the House Speaker to remove

Samart from all House committees if he is found

culpable. Sitra dismissed Samart's threats of legal

action, asserting that those familiar with him have

confirmed his voice in the recording. The House

Speaker has instructed all committees to scrutinize

member conduct and any potential abuses of power.

[Bangkok Post]

Thailand: NIDA Poll shows police and

media preferred over OCPB for reporting

fraud complaints

(bk) A survey conducted by the National Institute of

Development Administration (NIDA Poll) on October

15-16 among 1,310 respondents nationwide indicated

that consumers are more inclined to file complaints

about fraud with the police or the media rather than

with the Office of Consumer Protection Board (OCPB).

This survey was carried out in the wake of allegations

that The iCon Group, linked to a pyramid-fund scheme,

reportedly paid bribes to certain OCPB officials to

ignore its alleged fraudulent practices.

When asked where they would report incidents of

exploitation or deception in online purchases or

investments, 41.22 percent of respondents said they

would go to the police, while 30.08 percent indicated

they would approach the OCPB. Additionally, 25.19

percent stated they would choose not to file any

complaints at all.

Regarding which agencies respondents believed would

respond quickly to complaints, the media ranked

highest at 24.81 percent, followed closely by the police

at 23.05 percent. Other responses included turning to

TV celebrities (15.88 percent), the OCPB (15.80

percent), and again, a notable 15.80 percent who

indicated they would not file complaints at all. [The

Nation]
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Thailand: Business Department targets

nominee businesses after recent court

ruling

(lm) The Department of Business Development (DBD),

a government agency under the Ministry of Commerce,

has vowed to take strict legal measures against

businesses using Thai nationals as nominees for

foreign ownership, following a court ruling on

September 11 that convicted 23 offenders under the

Alien Business Act BE 2542 (1999). The offenders,

primarily involved in real estate in Phuket, received a

fine of THB 200,000 (USD 6,000) each, along with

suspended prison terms, probation, and an order to

dissolve their companies.

The DBD has been intensifying efforts to investigate

nominee businesses, especially in key tourist

destinations like Phuket, Chonburi, Bangkok, and

Chiang Mai. Ongoing investigations focus on sectors

where foreign interests often use Thai names to

circumvent ownership restrictions.

Penalties for offenders can include up to three years of

imprisonment, fines ranging from THB 100,000 to THB

1,000,000 (USD 3,000 to 30,000), and additional daily

fines until violations cease. [The Nation]

Thailand: Chiang Rai meditation center

investigated for land encroachment

(lm) Authorities in Chiang Rai have launched an

investigation into the Cherntawan International

Meditation Center amid claims of encroachment on

protected forest land. Led by the Central Investigation

Bureau's Natural Resources and Environmental Crime

Division, the probe focuses on whether the center has

expanded beyond its legally permitted area.

The center, located in the Doi Pui National Forest

Reserve and overseen by prominent senior monk Phra

Maha Vudhijaya Vajiramedhi, originally secured

permission to occupy 143 rai (22.9 hectares). However,

it reportedly expanded to 190 rai (30.4 hectares),

exceeding its legal boundaries by 47 rai (7.5 hectares).

Minister of Natural Resources and Environment

Chalermchai Sri-on has given a seven-day deadline for

the probe.

If confirmed, the center could face charges under the

National Forest Reserve Act, with potential orders to

https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-slytjx-l-tyh/


suspend operations and demolish any unauthorized

structures. Phra Vajiramedhi, currently on a meditation

trip in Japan, has no immediate plans to return to

Thailand. He also faced criticism earlier for his

involvement in a controversial business seminar linked

to a major scam. [Bangkok Post]

Thailand: Monks lose over USD 30 million

in stock fraud

(lm) Thailand’s National Office of Buddhism (NOB) is

investigating an alleged pyramid scheme that

defrauded monks in the northeastern provinces of

over THB 1 billion (USD 30 million). The scheme, known

as “Ban Share Nong Carrot,” lured monks into investing

in bogus stocks. The scandal came to light after media

reports detailed how monks and villagers were enticed

to join trading networks that required minimum

investments of THB 300,000 (USD 9,000).

Prime Minister’s Office Minister Chousak Sirinil, who

oversees the NOB, noted that the investigation is

ongoing and involves both monastic and legal

authorities. Participants, including monks, were

reportedly attracted to the scheme through seminars

and training sessions. Many were promised high

returns but lost their investments by mid-2023.

Complaints have been filed with the Department of

Special Investigation (DSI), but no significant progress

has been made so far. [Bangkok Post]

Thailand: Cop sought for factory robbery

(lm) An arrest warrant has been issued for a police

officer in Chon Buri, suspected of masterminding the

theft of manufacturing assets worth around THB 10

million (USD 300,000) from a factory in Bang Lamung

district. The officer allegedly coordinated a gang to

steal an electrical transformer, later selling 100

kilograms of copper wire for THB 50,000 (USD 1,500).

Nine suspects have been arrested, with claims that the

officer offered THB 10,000 (USD 300) to one of the

group for distribution. The suspect has failed to appear

for questioning and now faces charges of theft and

receiving stolen goods. Police are urging him to

surrender. [Bangkok Post]
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Thailand: Locals seek help over land

dispute in Phuket

(lm) Residents of the Pracha Samakkhi community in

Phuket’s Muang district have appealed to the Minister

of Natural Resources and Environment, Chalermchai

Sri-on, for assistance in a long-standing land dispute.

During a visit to Sirinat National Park on October 19,

community president Surasak Tainapreaw presented a

petition regarding a lawsuit aiming to evict 512 families

living on 346 rai (55 hectares) of land in Koh Kaew,

despite decades of residence without formal land

titles.

The minister pledged to investigate, noting that 801

encroachment cases have been reported in Phuket

over the past three years. In addition, the Department

of Special Investigation is pursuing 12 major cases,

including against several hotels involved in land

disputes.

Concerns were also raised about proposed hotel

developments near a sea turtle nesting site, prompting

officials to explore solutions that balance development

and environmental conservation. [Bangkok Post]

Thailand: Forest department sees 50

percent rise in revenue from national

parks

(lm) Thailand’s Department of National Parks, Wildlife,

and Plant Conservation (DNP) reported a 49.9 percent

increase in revenue for fiscal year 2024, generating

THB 2.2 billion (USD 66 million) from national park

visits, up from THB 1.4 billion (USD 42 million) the

previous year. Hat Noppharat Thara-Mu Koh Phi Phi

National Park in Krabi was the highest earner with THB

629 million (USD 19 million), while Khao Yai National

Park in Nakhon Ratchasima attracted the most visitors.

The total number of tourists rose to 18.6 million, a 17.7

percent increase from 2023. The DNP aims to increase

revenue to THB 2.4 billion (USD 72 million) in 2025 by

improving infrastructure, expanding online ticketing,

and extending advance accommodation bookings to

60 days. [Bangkok Post]

Thailand: Chemical leak triggers

evacuation in Prachin Buri
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(lm) An explosion at HSMT New Material Technology Co

in Sri Maha Pho district, Prachin Buri, on October 18

led to a chemical leak, forcing the evacuation of nearly

200 residents. The incident, caused by a malfunction in

a chemical tank used for producing surfactants,

released hazardous fumes. Evacuees, including many

elderly, were temporarily relocated to a community

center.

While most evacuees reported minor symptoms like

throat irritation, 25 people required hospitalization.

The factory's operations have been suspended

pending an investigation. Authorities report that the

situation has since stabilized, allowing residents to

return home. [Bangkok Post]

Thailand: Urgent action needed to address

non-communicable disease crisis

(lm) Public Health Minister Somsak Thepsutin has

called for immediate measures to tackle Thailand's

rising non-communicable diseases (NCDs) crisis, urging

that the issue be added to the national agenda. The

annual treatment costs for NCDs, including diabetes,

hypertension, kidney disease, and cancer, have

reached THB 150 billion (USD 4.5 billion), with long-

term economic damages amounting to THB 1.6 trillion

(USD 48 billion).

The Public Health Ministry projects that the number of

NCD patients will continue to rise, with 6.5 million

diabetes cases, 14 million hypertension cases, 1 million

kidney patients, and 140,000 new cancer cases this

year. Research from 2019 by the ministry and the

World Health Organization indicated that 400,000

Thais die annually from NCDs.

In 2023, kidney failure cases increased by 85,064

compared to the previous year, with National Health

Security Office (NHSO) treatment costs rising by THB

946 million (USD 28 million) annually since 2021.

Minister Somsak emphasized that promoting healthier

lifestyles is essential to curbing this escalating health

crisis. [The Nation]

Thailand: Unpaid contractors protest in

Chon Buri

(lm) Around 3,000 workers and subcontractors

involved in Thai Oil’s Clean Fuel Project (CFP) staged a

protest in Chon Buri’s Sri Racha district on October 18.
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The demonstrators demanded payment after 24

subcontractors failed to receive funds from the main

contractor for six months, leaving 20,000 laborers

unpaid. The protestors submitted a petition to Chon

Buri’s governor, seeking urgent intervention.

Thai Oil clarified that it had fulfilled its payment

obligations to the main contractor, UJV-Samsung,

Petrofac, and Saipem, adding that payment issues with

subcontractors fall under the joint venture's

responsibility. The government has been urged to

provide solutions to the crisis. [Bangkok Post]

The CFP, owned by Thai Oil, aims to modernize the

company’s Sri Racha refinery by focusing on the

production of cleaner fuels, in line with global

emissions standards. The project, one of Thailand's

largest infrastructure investments, is intended to boost

production efficiency and reduce environmental

impacts.

Thailand: Objective of reducing 30 percent

haze pollution in the next year

(acs) The Pollution Control Department Chief,

Preeyaporn Suwanaked, issued an action plan to

address the environmental pollution problem

occurring across the country. The plan comprises

preventive initiatives in forest, agricultural, and urban

areas to tackle haze pollution. The measures include

reducing vehicle use by encouraging public transport

through a decline in bus fares and vehicle checks.

In addition, risk maps were created to assess areas at

risk for forest fires and to hinder human-made forest

fire activities. At this juncture, Suwanaked stated the

objective of reducing hotspots by 30 percent within the

next year. Hence, significant steps can be taken to

address haze pollution. In this sense, she specified that

the department and related agencies will work on

tackling pollution in all aspects. [Bangkok Post]

Thailand: Central bank lowers interest

rate in surprise move to stimulate

economy amid low inflation

(bk) The Bank of Thailand unexpectedly cut its policy

interest rate by 25 basis points to 2.25 percent on

October 16, marking the first reduction in four years.

Only a minority of economists had anticipated this cut,

with most expecting no changes.
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This decision, made by the Monetary Policy Committee

(MPC) with a vote of 5 to 2, aims to stimulate the

sluggish economy, which has seen inflation below the

target range of 1-3 percent, and ease the debt burden

without negatively impacting the reduction of

household debt in the context of slow credit growth.

Two committee members opposed the cut, arguing

that the previous rate of 2.5 percent was more suitable

for the current economic and inflation situation.

Economic growth is projected at 2.7 percent for 2024

and 2.9 percent for 2025, largely driven by tourism and

domestic consumption supported by government

stimulus and rising exports, particularly in electronics.

Inflation is expected to remain low at 0.5 percent this

year and rise to 1.2 percent next year, with potential

increases in food and energy prices. High household

debt remains a concern, impacting credit quality and

loan growth, particularly for small and medium-sized

enterprises. The MPC supports measures for financial

institutions to assist debtors through refinancing to

alleviate debt burdens. [Bangkok Post] [Thai PBS World

1]

The government, particularly the ruling Pheu Thai

Party, has long advocated for lower borrowing costs to

boost economic activity. Finance Minister Pichai

Chunhavajira praised the MPC's decision and

expressed hope for another 25 basis point cut at the

next meeting, emphasizing that the reduction will

lower borrowing costs and boost bond market

confidence. He plans to meet with commercial banks

to encourage them to relax borrowing restrictions for

businesses, noting that state-owned banks are working

to improve economic liquidity.

Regarding inflation, Pichai stated that the government

expects it to remain around 1 percent this year, with a

goal of increasing it to 2-3 percent to stimulate

economic growth. He advocated for a review of the

inflation target in upcoming discussions between the

Finance Ministry and the Bank of Thailand. [The

Nation] [Thai PBS World 2]

Thailand: Government to introduce pay-

to-drive system to fund flat electric rail

fares

(bk) Thailand’s government plans to introduce a

congestion charge of THB 40-50 (USD 1.2-1.5) for

motorists entering key areas in inner Bangkok, with the

proceeds to be contributing to funding a flat THB 20

(USD 0.6) fare for all electric rail lines in Greater

Bangkok. Transport Minister Suriya Jungrungreangkit
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likened this pay-to-drive system to similar systems

used in cities like London and Singapore.

The charge is expected to target major roads with

electric rail lines, such as Ratchadaphisek, Silom, and

Sukhumvit, and is expected to reduce daily vehicle

numbers from 700,000 to 600,000, generating about

THB 10 billion (USD 300 million) annually.

To fully implement the flat fare policy, the government

is also considering buying out existing rail concessions,

which could cost THB 200 billion (USD 6 billion).

Further details are expected in mid-2025 following a

consultancy study. [Bangkok Post]

Thailand: Revised contract for high-speed

rail project ready for cabinet review

(lm) Revised contract terms for Thailand's high-speed

rail project connecting Don Mueang, Suvarnabhumi,

and U-Tapao airports are set to be submitted to the

cabinet within two weeks, according to Finance

Minister Pichai Chunhavajira. The project, a key

initiative under the Eastern Economic Corridor (EEC),

aims to enhance connectivity between major airports.

The revisions, approved by the EEC Policy Committee,

address five key points, including changes to the

government's payment structure. The revised contract

lowers the maximum public investment from THB

149.65 billion (approximately USD 4.49 billion) to THB

120 billion (USD 3.60 billion), with payments tied to

project milestones verified by the State Railway of

Thailand (SRT). Additionally, the private sector is

required to provide THB 160 billion (USD 4.80 billion) in

guarantees to ensure timely completion of the project.

Ownership of the assets will be gradually transferred

to the SRT as payments are made. [Bangkok Post]

Thailand: Udon Thani Airport poised for

major upgrade to boost MICE tourism

(bk) Udon Thani Airport is set for significant expansion,

with plans to more than double its capacity by

constructing a new passenger terminal and improving

facilities for public transport access by 2028. Deputy

Transport Minister Manaporn Charoensri highlighted

the importance of these improvements to support

tourism, as Udon Thani, which is a major province in

Thailand's northeastern region, is being promoted as a
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key MICE (meetings, incentives, conferences, and

exhibitions) destination.

The expansion will include a third terminal and

refurbishments of the existing ones, aiming to increase

passenger capacity from 3.45 million to 7.2 million

annually. Additionally, a public transport center will be

established to facilitate easier travel to Udon Thani and

nearby provinces. Construction is expected to begin in

2026. [The Nation]

Thailand: Government mulls child welfare

aid boost

(lm) The Thai government is considering a significant

increase in monthly child welfare support payments to

encourage more families to have children and mitigate

a potential future labor shortage, according to Labour

Minister Phiphat Ratchakitprakarn. Currently, workers

insured under the Social Security Act receive THB 800

(USD 24) per child per month, with a maximum of

three children. This amount will rise to THB 1,000 (USD

30) in January 2025, with benefits available until the

child turns six.

However, Minister Phiphat has proposed raising the

payment to THB 3,000 (USD 90) per child per month

for seven years, citing the high costs of raising children,

particularly in urban areas. This plan is still under

discussion and would require substantial funding from

the Social Security Fund. The proposal also suggests

that parents raising children in rural areas could

benefit more from the monthly payments due to lower

living costs.

Additionally, the Labour Ministry has announced flood

relief measures, including a temporary reduction in

Social Security Fund contributions from 5 percent to 3

percent for employers and insured workers affected by

flooding in 41 provinces. [Bangkok Post]

Thailand: Private hospitals welcome fixed

reimbursement rate, push for higher rate

(lm) (lm) Private hospitals have welcomed the

government’s commitment to implement a minimum

monthly reimbursement rate of THB 12,000 (USD 360)

per patient for inpatient care under the Social Security

System (SSS), while urging further adjustments to

address rising treatment costs. The Private Hospital

Association (PHA), which had requested a THB 15,000
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(USD 450) rate, considers the approved amount a

positive step, but stresses the need for additional

revisions to cover costly treatments.

PHA remains concerned about the sustainability of the

current rate, recalling a reduction from THB 12,000

(USD 360) to THB 7,200 (USD 216) last year, which

prompted over 70 private hospitals to petition the

Social Security Office (SSO) for a resolution. These

hospitals have warned of withdrawing from SSS

contracts if adequate reimbursement is not secured by

the end of 2024.

Labour Minister Phiphat Ratchakitprakarn's proposal

for the THB 12,000 (USD 360) rate aims to prevent

private hospitals from exiting the program, but

hospital representatives argue that this amount still

falls short of actual treatment costs. According to Dr.

Chalerm Harnphanich, a former PHA president, private

hospitals typically face costs of up to THB 13,800 (USD

414) for state-run facilities and up to THB 30,000 (USD

900) for medical schools.

Further discussions between private hospitals and the

government are scheduled for October 29, focusing on

securing reimbursement rates that more accurately

reflect actual healthcare costs. [Bangkok Post 1]

[Bangkok Post 2]

Thailand: Government to focus on R&D for

electric vehicles, AI, clean energy

(acs) The Thai government plans to enhance research

and development (R&D) efforts, particularly in electric

vehicles (EVs), artificial intelligence (AI), advanced

medical industries, and clean energy. Prime Minister

Paetongtarn Shinawatra highlighted these initiatives

during a National Higher Education, Science, Research,

and Innovation Policy Council meeting on October 18,

emphasizing their importance for Thailand's economic

growth and competitiveness.

The government aims to align R&D with labor market

demands and attract investment across these sectors.

The meeting also focused on personnel development,

promoting lifelong learning, and improving upskilling

opportunities through platforms like the National

Credit Bank.

The focus aligns with Thailand’s "4+2" strategic

industries: four primary sectors—EVs, AI, advanced

medical industries, and clean energy—and two

additional areas—sustainable natural resource

management and educational advancement. These
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industries aim to drive sustainable economic growth

and technological advancement, positioning Thailand

as a regional leader.

As part of broader innovation efforts, the Geo-

Informatics and Space Technology Development

Agency launched "Thailand Space Week 2024,"

Southeast Asia’s largest space industry event. The

event aims to showcase space technologies’ role in

various sectors and foster international collaboration,

with partners like Egat, Siemens, Thaicom, PTT, and

Japan's Cabinet Office participating. [Bangkok Post]

Thailand: Digital Economy Minister pushes

for infrastructure upgrade

(acs) Thailand aims to bolster its digital infrastructure

and position the digital economy as a growth driver,

according to Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of

Digital Economy and Society, Prasert

Chantararuangthong. Speaking at the Bitkub Summit

2024, held on October 19-20 in Bangkok, Prasert

outlined three key initiatives: creating new digital tools

and infrastructure, strengthening data security laws,

and fostering a skilled digital workforce.

The summit emphasized the importance of digital

transformation in overcoming Thailand's middle-

income trap, citing successful examples from China

and Vietnam. Bitkub founder, Topp Jirayut Srupsrisopa,

echoed the government’s ambitions, noting that digital

advancements could account for a larger share of the

nation’s economy. [The Nation]

Thailand: Commerce Minister reports

strong performance in fruit sector

(acs) As Thailand's 2024 fruit season concludes,

Commerce Minister Pichai Naripthaphan has

highlighted successful outcomes, with price surges

across key fruit categories, such as durian,

mangosteen, rambutan, and mango. The season's

success is credited to a well-coordinated management

plan featuring six measures and 25 initiatives, boosting

both domestic sales and exports.

Pichai has directed the Department of Internal Trade

to prepare for the 2025 fruit season, focusing on

production, processing, and expanding domestic and

international markets. In 2024, Thailand exported 1.4

million tonnes of fruit, worth THB 150 billion (USD 4.2
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billion), with China remaining the largest market. [The

Nation]

Thailand: Finance Ministry to review state

welfare card eligibility

(acs) The Thai Finance Ministry plans to reassess the

criteria for receiving state welfare cards, aimed at

providing financial aid to low-income citizens. The

review, scheduled for next month, intends to ensure

that only genuinely poor individuals benefit from the

program. Recommendations will be submitted to the

grassroots economy committee in November, with a

new round of applications starting in March 2025.

Currently, applicants must be unemployed or have an

annual income of THB 100,000 (USD 3,000) or less,

limited bank deposits, small property ownership, or

farmland not exceeding 1.6 hectares. Launched in

2017 under former Prime Minister Prayut Chan-o-cha,

the program initially had 14.2 million applicants, with

11.47 million qualifying. However, economists criticize

the program for not effectively addressing poverty and

increasing state financial burdens. [Thai PBS World]

Thailand: Tourism Ministry to protect

local tourism sector from foreign-based

companies

(acs) Tourism and Sports Minister Sorawong

Thienthong drew attention to the growing presence of

foreign companies and their local proxies in the

country’s tourism sector. He specified in a meeting that

the increasing number of local proxies of foreign-

based companies could harm the local tourism sector

by creating unfair competition. Given the essential role

of tourism in Thailand’s economy, the minister urged

the protection of the local sector from foreign-based

counterparts.

At this juncture, some regulations regarding the

tourism sector have been proposed. Firstly, foreign

tourist guides should be removed from the sector, and

Thai shareholders should play a prominent role,

holding at least 51 percent of shares, even in foreign-

based companies. In this respect, the ministry

announced its collaboration with many departments

and agencies to address this issue.

Additionally, the government aims to increase flight

capacity by implementing new flight regulations to
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attract more tourists from other countries before the

peak tourism season. Finally, the Tourism Police

Bureau and the Department of Tourism will promote

efforts to remove ‘zero-dollar’ tour companies to boost

the local sector. [Bangkok Post]

Vietnam: Parliament elects army general

Luong Cuong as state president

(lm) Vietnam's parliament, the National Assembly,

appointed Luong Cuong, a military general, as the

country’s new president on October 21, marking the

fourth leader to assume the mostly ceremonial role in

just 18 months. Cuong, 67, succeeded To Lam, who

retained his position as general secretary of the ruling

Communist Party after his formal appointment in

August.

Cuong’s appointment follows months of political

upheaval in Vietnam, spurred by the death of former

party general secretary Nguyen Phu Trong. Trong, a

prominent ideologue, launched a rigorous anti-

corruption campaign that impacted both business and

political elites, including former presidents Nguyen

Xuan Phuc and Vo Van Thuong.

Cuong, a Politburo member since 2021, has pledged to

uphold Vietnam’s foreign policy of independence and

peace while promoting the country as a "trusted

partner and responsible global member." He

committed to modernizing Vietnam's military, stating

plans to diversify its predominantly Russia-made

arsenal, although no major arms deals have been

recently reported.

Cuong’s promotion, along with Lam's decision to step

down from the presidency, is seen as a compromise

within the Communist Party's power-sharing

arrangement, intended to maintain unity until the next

party congress in 2026. The political reshuffle is

expected to reassure foreign investors who were

unsettled by recent upheavals amid Vietnam's

sweeping anti-corruption campaign, which disrupted

decision-making processes. [Associated Press] [Voice

of America]

Vietnam: Real estate tycoon Truong My

Lan handed life sentence amidst multi-

billion-dollar fraud scandal
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(wn) Vietnamese property tycoon Truong My Lan,

chairwoman of real estate conglomerate Van Thinh

Phat, received a life sentence on October 17 for her

role in the country's largest fraud case. This verdict

follows her earlier sentencing in April, where she was

handed the death penalty for embezzling USD 12.5

billion and violating banking regulations.

The Ho Chi Minh City People's Court found the 68-year-

old Lan guilty of fraud, money laundering, and cross-

border currency trafficking. Her life sentence includes

additional penalties: 12 years for laundering over USD

18 billion and eight years for illegally transferring USD

1.5 billion abroad while receiving USD 3 billion from

overseas. Lan and 33 co-defendants, including her

husband Eric Chu, were accused of orchestrating a

scheme involving the issuance of over 300 million

bonds, which swindled USD 1.2 billion from nearly

36,000 investors.

During the trial, Lan acknowledged the impact of her

actions, describing her downfall as a "career accident"

that affected "tens of thousands of families." Her legal

team plans to appeal the death sentence, although a

hearing date has not yet been set.

The scandal has shaken investor confidence in

Vietnam, adding to concerns about transparency and

accountability in the country’s financial and real estate

sectors. The court has also mandated that Lan repay

USD 27 billion in loans to companies within the Van

Thinh Phat group, primarily sourced from Siam

Commercial Bank, where she holds a 91 percent stake.

[Radio Free Asia]

Vietnam: New York Times opens bureau

amid media repression claims

(lm) The New York Times has established a new bureau

in Vietnam for the first time since 1975, a move that

comes despite Vietnam’s restrictive media

environment, which limits local independent

journalism. Vietnam's government welcomed the

bureau’s opening, hoping it will improve US-Vietnam

relations and international understanding of the

country.

Analysts note that Vietnam’s growing economic and

political significance has attracted global media

interest, yet media freedom remains severely

restricted. Vietnam ranks among the worst globally for

press freedom, with journalists facing censorship,

harassment, and imprisonment. Local media,

controlled by the Communist Party, often targets
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independent journalists abroad through travel bans

and passport restrictions. [Voice of America]

Vietnam: Prime Minister pushes for swift

solutions to Mekong Delta infrastructure

delays

(wn) Prime Minister Pham Minh Chinh has directed

Vietnam’s ministries and local authorities to urgently

address delays in the Mekong Delta’s major

infrastructure projects. During an October 17

conference in Can Tho, Chinh called for expedited

efforts to resolve land clearance, high-voltage power

line relocations, and fill material procurement, all of

which have hindered progress on crucial

transportation projects in the region.

Chinh instructed local authorities to complete land

clearance by the end of October to prevent further

delays. He urged provinces like Vinh Long, Tien Giang,

Ben Tre, Dong Thap, and An Giang to resolve local

concerns over sand mining, a key material for ongoing

infrastructure projects. Additionally, Chinh tasked the

Ministry of Industry and Trade and the State Capital

Management Committee to expedite the relocation of

high-voltage lines while ensuring accountability for

delays.

Nine major infrastructure projects are currently

underway in the delta, with a total investment of

approximately VND 106 trillion (USD 4.22 billion).

Among these projects are four expressways totaling

207 km, including the Can Tho–Hau Giang–Ca Mau and

Cao Lanh–Lo Te highways, as well as the Rach Mieu 2

Bridge. However, most projects are behind schedule,

lagging by 4 to 15 percent due to insufficient sand

supplies. While funding allocations align with

construction timelines, a reliable supply of fill sand and

gravel remains a critical challenge.

In response to these issues, officials have identified a

river sand supply of 72.3 million cubic meters against a

requirement of 65 million cubic meters. Nevertheless,

overlapping sand mines with navigable waterways,

shallow mining sites, and weather-dependent

operations have constrained capacity. Meanwhile,

gravel supply remains problematic, with an estimated

demand of 8.03 million cubic meters. [Vietnam News]

Vietnam: Trade Ministry aims to boost

SMEs' role in global value chains
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(lm) Vietnam's Ministry of Industry and Trade has

proposed a national program to help small and

medium enterprises (SMEs) move up the global value

chain. The initiative seeks to transition SMEs from basic

processing and assembly operations to becoming

original equipment manufacturers (OEMs) and original

brand manufacturers (OBMs), which would allow them

to assert stronger positions in international markets.

Despite initial success in global integration,

Vietnamese companies currently occupy low segments

of the global value chain, primarily serving as sites for

processing and assembling final products for export to

markets like the United States, the European Union,

and Japan. The share of value added by Vietnamese

exports has declined significantly, falling from 69

percent in 2000 to 52 percent in 2020. In comparison,

other developing nations like China, Thailand,

Singapore, and Malaysia have seen steady declines in

low-value exports, reflecting stronger integration.

Vietnam’s export structure remains heavily reliant on

imports, with processing and assembly exports rising

from USD 3 billion in 2000 (21.44 percent of total

exports) to USD 171.5 billion in 2022 (48.01 percent).

These figures are higher than those of competitors,

including China (13.51 percent in 2022), Thailand (28.96

percent), Singapore (34.25 percent), and Malaysia

(26.38 percent). [Viet Nam News]

Vietnam: Deputy Prime Minister urges

unified efforts to lift IUU yellow card

(lm) Deputy Prime Minister Tran Hong Ha has called for

unified action from ministries and local authorities to

remove the Illegal, Unreported, and Unregulated (IUU)

fishing yellow card imposed by the European Union

(EU). Issued in 2017, the yellow card signals non-

compliance with EU standards for sustainable fishing

practices and can lead to stricter export controls or a

complete ban if not addressed. At a meeting in Ca Mau

province, Ha emphasized that lifting the yellow card is

crucial for sustainable fisheries, protecting fishermen’s

livelihoods, and facilitating Vietnam’s integration into

international markets.

Ha highlighted the need for comprehensive measures,

improved management of fishing vessels, and stricter

penalties for IUU violations. The Ministry of Agriculture

and Rural Development must enhance vessel

registration, while other agencies should coordinate to

manage vessel databases and enforce regulations

effectively. Local officials also proposed clearer
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responsibilities and more support for detained vessels

abroad. [Viet Nam News]

Vietnam: Revising electricity law to

strengthen energy development

(lm) Vietnam plans to revise its nearly 20-year-old

Electricity Law to better align with national energy

policies and address persistent challenges. The

proposed draft aims to create a competitive and

transparent energy market, promote renewable

energy investment, and implement market-based

pricing for various energy sources.

The revision seeks to integrate green standards,

enhance smart technology, and update management

frameworks to support major initiatives like the Power

Development Plan VIII and the National Energy

Development Plan. The draft emphasizes clearer legal

guidelines for bidding, investor accountability, and risk

management, particularly in renewable energy

projects like wind and solar. The goal is to streamline

processes, attract domestic and foreign investment,

and facilitate Vietnam's transition to net-zero

emissions by 2050.

Safety regulations will extend to emerging

technologies, including floating solar and battery

energy storage systems (BESS), while infrastructure

improvements, especially in remote areas, will be

prioritized to ensure consistent access and reliable

transmission. Proposed changes to the tiered

electricity pricing system aim to eliminate cross-

subsidies and ensure fair rates for rural, mountainous,

and disadvantaged areas. The draft includes a

roadmap that aligns pricing with market principles

while promoting energy savings.

Feedback from several provinces highlighted

inconsistent grid infrastructure, especially in remote

areas. Recommendations include improved regulations

for medium and low-voltage grids and extending the

national grid to underserved regions. Suggestions also

involve separate public electricity supply for

disadvantaged areas, better compensation for

transmission corridor violations, and clearer

ownership rights in cases of damage.

Additional proposed amendments involve public-

private partnerships, renewable energy incentives,

time-based pricing, and emergency power measures.

[Viet Nam News]
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Vietnam: Imported cars lead market over

domestically assembled vehicles

(lm) Vietnam’s automotive market has expanded due

to government support for domestic production, with

over 400,000 new vehicles sold annually. However,

imported cars maintain dominance, increasing from

22.1 percent in 2016 to 30.8 percent in 2023. In the

first nine months of 2024, domestically assembled car

sales dropped by 7.5 percent to 113,641 units, while

imported car sales rose by 28.5 percent to 111,942

units. [Viet Nam News]

Vietnam: Activists reject Formosa’s claim

of fulfilled obligations in 2016 spill

(wn) Activists have criticized Taiwan’s Formosa Group’s

claim that it has met all obligations following the 2016

chemical spill at its steel plant in Ha Tinh, Vietnam. The

spill devastated over 200 kilometers (125 miles) of

coastline, killed 115 tons of fish, and severely impacted

tourism and fishing livelihoods in four central

provinces.

Formosa asserted that the USD 500 million it paid in

compensation to the Vietnamese government in

August 2016 was used to cover personal and property

damages, restore livelihoods, and rehabilitate marine

ecosystems. However, the United Nations Office of the

High Commissioner for Human Rights has highlighted

that many victims have yet to receive adequate

compensation, and there has been a lack of effective

remedy for the ongoing human rights impacts.

Local activists dispute Formosa’s claims, citing

inadequate compensation and a lack of transparency

about the ongoing environmental impact of the spill.

Compensation amounts have been deemed grossly

insufficient, with households receiving as little as USD

130, far below the estimated damages. An activist in

Quang Binh reported receiving just VND 17 million

(USD 685), only 20 percent of the damages incurred. In

contrast, fishing boat owners received hundreds of

millions of Vietnamese dong but still fell short of

covering their losses.

The environmental watchdog For Mot Hanoi Green

(now Green Trees) reported that, based on

assessments by over 1,000 households in Ky Loi

commune, Formosa owed VND 1 trillion (USD 40.3

million) to the commune alone, far surpassing the total

USD 500 million compensation package.
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Formosa maintains that the spill’s impact was nearly

managed by 2018, citing Vietnamese government

reports indicating that seawater and fish were safe for

consumption. Activists, however, argue that the lack of

third-party verification raises doubts about Formosa's

compliance, suggesting potential government

complicity.

The 2016 spill's aftermath has also stifled access to

information, freedom of expression, and public

discourse. Government suppression has prevented

civil society groups from monitoring Formosa’s

compensation distribution, waste management, and

ongoing environmental impact. Efforts to report

through the UN Human Rights Mechanism have been

met with criminalization and state suppression. Only

Formosa Ha Tinh has responded to the UN inquiry

regarding the spill's impact on victims and the

environment.  [Radio Free Asia]
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China to sign enhanced free-trade

agreement with ASEAN in 2025

(to) China and ASEAN have announced the near

completion of Version 3.0 of their Free-Trade

Agreement (FTA) during an ASEAN regional forum in

Laos. This new version, expected to be signed in 2025,

aims to deepen economic cooperation by covering

nine new areas such as digital economy, green energy,

supply chain connectivity, and customs facilitation.

The FTA will integrate digital infrastructure, boost

cooperation in green energy, and improve trade
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standards between China and ASEAN, whose

combined population stands at 672 million. The

agreement comes at an important time for China,

whose trade with the US and EU has slowed.

By boosting trade with ASEAN, China hopes to

strengthen supply chains and increase the use of the

Chinese yuan for international transactions. Despite

this cooperation, ASEAN members remain cautious

about over-dependence on China, as concerns persist

regarding issues like overcapacity and economic

pressures on local industries.

Chinese companies, including electric vehicle and

battery manufacturers, are also setting up factories in

Southeast Asia to benefit from tariff-free access to US

and European markets. However, ASEAN governments

are wary of becoming dumping grounds for Chinese

goods, as highlighted by recent actions from Indonesia

and Thailand to protect local businesses from cheap

imports. [South China Morning Post]

China, Russia, and Mongolia deepen

relations at SCO summit

(to) Chinese Premier Li Qiang proposed stronger

trilateral cooperation between China, Russia, and

Mongolia during a meeting held on October 16 on the

sidelines of the Shanghai Cooperation Organisation

(SCO) summit in Islamabad, where he met with Russian

Prime Minister Mikhail Mishustin and Mongolian Prime

Minister L. Oyun-Erdene.

Li highlighted that under the strategic leadership of the

three countries, trilateral cooperation between China,

Russia, and Mongolia has seen steady progress, with a

focus on enhancing the China-Mongolia-Russia

Economic Corridor as part of the Belt and Road

Initiative. Li furthermore emphasized the importance

of aligning their development strategies and

deepening cooperation in transportation, energy, and

cultural exchanges to foster long-term regional stability

and mutual benefit. [State Council, China]

Although Mongolia is not a full member of the SCO, it

has been an observer state since 2004. The resource-

rich country is balancing its relationships with China,

Russia, and the United States. Mongolia is furthermore

part of a planned Russian gas pipeline project that will

transport 50 billion cubic meters of natural gas

annually to China. [Reuters]

This meeting marks another step in the growing

alignment between these countries, with recent state
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visits by Russian President Vladimir Putin to both China

and Mongolia despite international pressure, including

a warrant from the International Criminal Court for

Putin’s arrest (see AiR No. 37, September/2024, 2).

Chinese President Xi Jinping attends BRICS

summit in Russia

(to) Chinese President Xi Jinping is participating in the

16th BRICS Summit in Kazan, Russia, from October 22

to 24, as announced by the Chinese foreign ministry.

[Ministry of Foreign Affairs, China]

During the summit, Xi is scheduled to join discussions

with other BRICS leaders and experts on the current

global situation. The focus is on enhancing BRICS

cooperation to promote unity and self-reliance,

especially among the Global South.

Russia, as the host of the summit, is likely to push for

reducing the use of the US dollar in international trade.

It is furthermore to be expected that Russia will

advocate for BRICS to create an alternative financial

system to counter Western-dominated institutions like

the IMF. [Reuter 1] [Reuters 2]

Japan co-launches with South Korea and

U.S. new multinational North Korea

sanctions monitoring team

(hs) Japan, South Korea, and the United States have

announced the formation of the Multilateral Sanctions

Monitoring Team to oversee sanctions enforcement

against North Korea. This initiative follows Russia's

veto in March against the annual renewal of a U.N.

panel that had monitored sanctions for 15 years,

focusing on preventing North Korea’s nuclear and

missile activities (see No. 14, April/2024, 1). China

abstained from the vote.

The new mechanism seeks to fill the gap left by

disrupted U.N. monitoring efforts. It will monitor and

report violations and evasions of the sanctions

outlined in the relevant United Nations Security

Council Resolutions (UNSCRs). The aim of this new

mechanism is to support the comprehensive

implementation of UN sanctions on North Korea by

disseminating information derived from thorough

investigations into sanctions violations and evasion

efforts. [US Department of State]
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It was launched during a joint press conference in

Seoul by U.S. Deputy Secretary of State Kurt Campbell,

South Korean Vice Foreign Minister Kim Hong-kyun,

and Japan's Vice Foreign Minister Masataka Okano on

October 17. [Korea JoongAng Daily] [Reuters]

Japan and NATO strengthen security

cooperation

(sw/hs) Japan, Australia, New Zealand, and South Korea

held their first joint meeting with NATO defense

ministers in Brussels, agreeing to enhance security

cooperation. The discussions, held on October 17,

centered on countering China’s increasing military

assertiveness and the ongoing Russian invasion of

Ukraine.

Japanese Defense Minister Gen Nakatani called for a

united front against unilateral attempts to alter the

status quo through force or coercion. NATO Secretary

General Mark Rutte highlighted how the conflict in

Europe has worldwide consequences, identifying

nations like Iran, China, and North Korea as potential

"security spoilers."

The meeting addressed support for Ukraine,

cybersecurity, defense production and innovation. It

also included discussion on countering disinformation

and leveraging new technologies such as artificial

intelligence.

Nakatani held separate discussions with the defense

ministers of Australia, New Zealand, and South Korea,

focusing on cooperation among the four Indo-Pacific

nations. Additionally, he reaffirmed Japan’s

commitment to sending additional Self-Defense Forces

vehicles to Ukraine, continuing the support initiated in

May 2023. [Kyodo News]

In a related context, the Russian foreign ministry

warned that any deployment of U.S. nuclear weapons

to Japan under the proposed framework of an "Asian

NATO" would destabilise the region. Japan’s new Prime

Minister, Shigeru Ishiba, has indicated interest in this

potential alliance, which may involve the stationing of

Japanese troops in the U.S. and shared control over

U.S. nuclear weapons. While Japan is not advancing

this idea immediately, Foreign Minister Takeshi Iwaya

described it as "one idea for the future." [Reuters]
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Japan, Britain, and Italy speed up fighter

jet development

(sw) The defense ministers of Japan, Britain, and Italy

reached an agreement to speed up the joint

development of a next-generation fighter jet. The

meeting, held in Naples, Italy, was part of the Group of

Seven’s first-ever ministerial gathering focused on

defense. The collaboration aims to enhance security

ties between Japan and European nations (see AiR No.

36, September/2024, 1).

Japanese Defense Minister Gen Nakatani, along with

his British and Italian counterparts, John Healey and

Guido Crosetto, outlined plans to establish the Global

Combat Air Program (GCAP). They announced the

creation of a new International Government

Organization, the GIGO, which will oversee the project,

with its headquarters set to be established in Britain by

the end of this year.

Nakatani also announced the intended appointment of

Masami Oka, former vice minister of defense for

international affairs, as the head of this new entity.

The ministers confirmed that the public and private

sectors are expected to sign their first contract for the

project as early as 2025, with the goal of deploying the

fighter jet by 2035. The development will be led by

Japan's Mitsubishi Heavy Industries Ltd., Britain's BAE

Systems plc, and Italy's Leonardo S.p.A.

The collaboration aims to enhance security ties

between Japan and European nations, against China's

increased military presence in the Indo-Pacific and

ongoing geopolitical tensions resulting from Russia's

invasion of Ukraine since 2022. [Kyodo News] [AP

News]

On the sidelines on the meeting Gen Nakatani held

talks with his German counterpart Boris Pistorius. Both

ministers reaffirmed their commitment to further

strengthen Japan-Germany defense cooperation and

exchanges, with reference to the Acquisition and

Cross-Servicing Agreement between their countries

that entered into force in July. [Ministry of Defense,

Japan]

Japan's Nobel peace prize controversy

sparks Russian criticism

(hs) The Russian foreign ministry has criticized the

United States for politicizing the Nobel Peace Prize
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awarded to Nihon Hidankyo, an organization

representing atomic bomb survivors from Hiroshima

and Nagasaki, for its efforts in nuclear disarmament

and raising awareness of the humanitarian impact of

nuclear weapons, highlighting the urgent need for

disarmament in today's global climate (see AiR No. 42,

October/2024, 3).

The ministry directed criticism at the United States,

which conducted the atomic bombings, claiming that

the Nobel Committee has been influenced by Western

countries that use it for political purposes. They

accused Washington of promoting a "fake ideology"

that warns the world against nuclear weapons,

implying a link to Russia. [NHK]

While these comments suggest a criticism of the U.S.,

there is no indication that either the United States or

the Nobel Committee officially made any direct

connection between the award and Russia's nuclear

policy.

Mongolian prime minister meets with

Russian and Chinese counterparts to

strengthen trilateral cooperation

(fs) Mongolian Prime Minister Luvsannamsrain Oyun-

Erdene held a trilateral meeting with Russian Prime

Minister Mikhail Mishustin and Chinese Premier Li

Qiang in October 16 in Islamabad on the sidelines of

the Council of Heads of Government of the Shanghai

Cooperation Organization, focusing on strengthening

economic and infrastructural ties.

Key discussions centered on the development of a new

gas pipeline from Russia to China, passing through

Mongolia. This project aligns with the Mongolia-Russia-

China Economic Corridor, which aims to enhance

connectivity across the region.

Oyun-Erdene emphasized Mongolia’s strategic role as a

transit country and expressed readiness to integrate

Mongolia’s "Steppe Road" program with China’s Belt

and Road Initiative and the Eurasian Economic Union,

enhancing regional transportation infrastructure. He

also said that the construction of the Zamiin-Uud-

Altanbulag railway, a section of the Trans-Mongolian

Railway connecting Mongolia’s southern border with

China at Zamiin-Uud to its northern border with Russia

at Altanbulag, will be an essential starting point in

establishing the Mongolia-China-Russia Economic

Corridor.
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The leaders also explored collaboration in other

sectors, including energy, tourism, and digital trade,

which is expected to boost regional development and

ensure greater stability. The meeting concluded with a

commitment to hold regular trilateral dialogues, with

the next session scheduled for 2025. [Sonin]

North Korea accused by South Korea and

Ukraine of sending soldiers to support

Russia in Ukraine war

(bw/ac/mc) South Korea and Ukraine have accused

North Korea of supporting Russia’s war in Ukraine by

sending troops to the front lines.

South Korea

South Korea’s National Intelligence Service (NIS), the

country’s spy agency, confirmed in an emergency

meeting convened by President Yoon Suk Yeol that

North Korea has decided to send around 10,000 troops

to support Russia in its war against Ukraine and has

already begun deployment. [Yonhap News Agency 1]

Approximately 1,500 North Korean soldiers were

transported to Vladivostok from cities near Chongjin,

Hamhung, and Musudan using Russian amphibious

and escort vessels, according to the NIS. A second

phase of deployment is expected soon. [The Korea

Times]

The NIS revealed aerial images showing hundreds of

North Koreans training in Russia’s far eastern region. A

total of 12,000 North Korean troops, including elite

units, are anticipated to be sent to Russia, where they

have been stationed in various Far East locations. They

are integrated with Russian units, equipped with

Russian military gear, and provided with fake IDs to

disguise their presence. Once trained, they will likely

be sent to the front lines.

This marks a significant development in military

cooperation between North Korea and Russia,

following the recently signed a defense partnership

(see AiR No. 26, June/2024, 4), under which both

nations are obliged to provide military aid in the event

of war.

A day prior to the confirmation of North Korean troop

deployments by the NIS, France had warned that North

Korean troops fighting in Ukraine would be an act of

escalation. [Reuters]
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South Korea’s first vice Foreign Minister Kim Hong-

kyun summoned Russian Ambassador Georgy Zinoviev

to deliver South Korea’s grave stance and concerns for

the matter, describing the deployment of troops as a

move that put both South Korean and international

security at risk. Kim called for the “immediate

withdrawal” of North Korea troops and cease relevant

cooperations, citing a serious threat to peace to South

Korea and the international community. [Yonhap News

Agency 2] [Anadolu Agency]

Zinoviev, for his part, contended that the military

cooperation between Russia and North Korea was

“within the scope of international law.” [BBC News]

Meanwhile, these developments were also raised

during a telephone conversation between NATO

Secretary General Mark Rutte and South Korean

President Yoon Suk Yeol, in which South Korea was

asked to send a delegation to NATO to provide more

comprehensive information on North Korea's

allegations of sending military units to Russia. [Politico]

Ukraine

Ukraine’s military intelligence (HUR) has reportedly

confirmed that 10,000 North Korean infantry soldiers

are undergoing training in Russia’s Far East. HUR

expressed concerns that the deployment of North

Korean troops to Ukraine would allow Moscow to

reallocate its own personnel to other tasks. [Kyiv Post]

Ukrainian President Zelensky supported this

statement, claiming that the growing alliance between

Russia and North Korea has escalated to a point where

the conflict is "no longer just about transferring

weapons," but also about "transferring people from

North Korea to the occupying military forces."

According to HUR, up to 3,000 North Korean troops will

serve under the banner of the "Special Buryat

Battalion" within Russia’s 11th Separate Airborne

Assault Brigade. The battalion is being supplied with

small arms and ammunition and may be deployed

near the Ukrainian border, around Sudzha and Kursk.

CNN also reports that a small number of North Korean

troops are primarily assisting with engineering tasks

and providing expertise on the use of North Korean

ammunition by Russian forces. [CNN 1]

These claims follow an earlier report this month, when

six North Korean officers were among more than

twenty soldiers killed in a Ukrainian missile strike near

Russian-occupied Donetsk on October 3 (see AiR No.

41, October/2024, 2).
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CNN also released footage obtained by the Ukrainian

Center for Strategic Communication and Information

Security, showing a long line of soldiers obtaining

equipment and a copy of the questionnaire North

Korean soldiers filled out after arriving in Russia,

providing their sizing for hats, headgear, uniforms, and

shoes. [CNN 2]

As ties between North Korea and Russia continue to

strengthen, experts emphasize that this relationship

dates back to the Korean War and includes a long

history of North Korea sending workers to Russia to

earn money for the regime, despite UN sanctions. [The

Washington Post]

Analysts also suggest that North Korea’s involvement

in the war with Ukraine may serve as a test for its new

weapons and military preparedness, especially in the

face of growing tensions with South Korea. North

Korea has not engaged in major wars for decades and

has had limited interaction with the outside world.

However, the Korean People's Army (KPA) is the fourth

largest in the world in terms of personnel, with

1,280,000 active members and 600,000 in reserve,

according to the International Institute for Strategic

Studies. The regime mandates compulsory

conscriptions that require men to serve ten years and

women to serve eight years.

Deployments in Ukraine could enhance its military's

knowledge of modern warfare, including the use of

drones. Additionally, the deployment highlights

Russia’s desperation in face of war losses. [The New

York Times] [Business Insider]

North Korea’s foreign minister threatens

sanction monitoring countries with

severe consequences

(mc) North Korean Foreign Minister Choe Son-hui has

strongly condemned the establishment of a new

multilateral sanctions monitoring team to oversee

North Korea's nuclear weapons program, calling the

monitoring mechanism “illegal and illegitimate.”

[Euronews]

The new US-led multilateral sanctions monitoring team

is led by South Korea, the United States and Japan and

includes eight other countries including the United

Kingdom, the Netherlands, France, Canada, Australia,

Australia, Germany, Italy and New Zealand. [Yonhap

News Agency]

https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-slytjx-l-tuy/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-slytjx-l-tuj/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-slytjx-l-tuj/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-slytjx-l-tut/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-slytjx-l-tut/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-slytjx-l-tui/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-slytjx-l-tud/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-slytjx-l-tuh/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-slytjx-l-tuh/


Choe warned that powers involved in the “smear

campaign against North Korea will have to pay a high

price for this.” [The Korea Times]

The mechanism was introduced by the US and its allies

after Russia vetoed the renewal of a UN panel

overseeing the implementation of sanctions aimed at

reducing the effectiveness of North Korea's nuclear

and missile programs. [Reuters]

South Korea, NATO chief share concerns

over deployment of North Korean troops

to Russia

(ac) South Korean President Yoon Suk Yeol and NATO

Secretary General Mark Rutte held phone talks on

October 18 to address concerns over North Korea's

decision to send troops to support Russia in its war

against Ukraine. Both leaders expressed concerns,

shared the latest developments in military cooperation

between Pyongyang and Moscow, and discussed joint

responses.

They agreed that the deployment of North Korean

troops to Russia has exacerbated tensions on the

inter-Korean border and threatened global peace.

Additionally, Yoon emphasized that the growing

military cooperation between Pyongyang and Moscow

undermines peace and security in both the Indo-Pacific

and Atlantic regions.

Yoon vowed to take "phased measures" in

collaboration with NATO, while Rutte stressed the

importance of detailed information sharing and

strengthening defense cooperation between NATO,

South Korea, and Ukraine. [Yonhap News Agency]

WWF report reveals 73 percent global

wildlife decline, calls for urgent action

(lm) A new report from the World Wildlife Fund (WWF),

the Living Planet Report 2024, reveals a catastrophic 73

percent decline in global wildlife populations over the

past 50 years. The report underscores the urgent need

for collective action to address climate change and

biodiversity loss, warning that the next five years will

be pivotal in preventing irreversible ecological collapse.

Freshwater ecosystems have experienced the sharpest

declines, with an 85 percent reduction, followed by

terrestrial and marine ecosystems at 69 percent and
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56 percent, respectively. Habitat loss due to food

production systems is a primary threat, particularly in

the Asia-Pacific region.

The report stresses that global agreements like the

Paris Agreement and the Global Biodiversity

Framework must be matched by ambitious national

commitments to halt biodiversity loss and mitigate

climate change by 2030. [Kuensel]

Indian government employee charged in

foiled murder-for-hire plot in New York

City

(lm) The U.S. Justice Department has charged Vikash

Yadav, a 39-year-old Indian government employee,

with orchestrating an alleged murder-for-hire plot

targeting Gurpatwant Singh Pannun, a prominent Sikh

separatist leader in New York City. Yadav, who

specializes in intelligence and serves as a senior field

officer for India’s Cabinet Secretariat, is accused of

plotting the assassination as part of a broader effort to

eliminate at least four Sikh activists in both the U.S.

and Canada, allegedly under directives from Indian

government officials.

Yadav reportedly recruited Nikhil Gupta, an Indian

citizen, in May 2023 to carry out the killing. Gupta,

unaware that he was actually communicating with an

undercover U.S. Drug Enforcement Administration

(DEA) operative, believed he was collaborating with a

criminal associate. Yadav remains at large. [Associated

Press]

This case comes amid escalating tensions between

India and Western nations, particularly in light of

recent events in Canada. Earlier this month, Canadian

Prime Minister Justin Trudeau accused Indian

diplomats of targeting Sikh separatists in Canada by

sharing information with Indian organized crime

groups. Specifically, Trudeau alleged that Indian

diplomats collected intelligence on Canadians critical of

Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s government, which

was then funneled to criminal networks like the gang

of Lawrence Bishnoi, one of India’s most notorious

gang leader. Canada’s Royal Canadian Mounted Police

(RCMP) specifically linked the Bishnoi group to targeted

attacks on Sikh dissidents at the direction of India’s

Research and Analysis Wing (RAW), the country's

external intelligence agency. [Al Jazeera 1]

These accusations led to a diplomatic fallout, with both

nations expelling several diplomats.
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The accusations have triggered a diplomatic rift, with

both nations expelling diplomats. Last week, Trudeau

reiterated that New Delhi had made a “horrific

mistake” by breaching Canada’s sovereignty,

emphasizing that Canada had attempted private

cooperation with India, but India dismissed the

outreach. In response, India’s envoy to Canada, Sanjay

Kumar Verma, criticized Trudeau for basing allegations

on intelligence rather than solid evidence, adding that

while political relations have soured, trade and cultural

ties largely remain intact. Despite potential disruptions

to specific deals, Verma expressed confidence that

non-political relations will endure. [Reuters]

The diplomatic dispute, which first emerged in

September last year, has attracted the attention of

allied nations, with the UK calling on India to cooperate

with Canadian authorities in the investigation.

More,ver both the United Kingdom and the US have

called on India to cooperate with Canada’s legal

process, though India has yet to comply. Moreover,

Canada’s foreign minister, Melanie Joly, has confirmed

that Ottawa is in close contact with members of the

Five Eyes intelligence alliance — which includes the US,

UK, Australia, and New Zealand — as the situation

continues to unfold. [BBC]

Compounding the tensions, a wave of bomb threats

targeting Indian airlines has created additional chaos.

Since last week, more than 90 hoax bomb threats have

been reported against Indian airlines, including Air

India, leading to diversions, emergency landings, and

delays. Some flights were rerouted to remote airports

or escorted by military jets, with one Air India flight

even diverted to Canada. [The Guardian]

The recent wave of bomb threats surpasses the 120

threats recorded between 2014 and 2017,

underscoring the severity of the current crisis.

Moreover, although all the threats have been hoaxes

so far, they evoke memories of the 1985 Air India

bombing, one of the deadliest aviation disasters in

history. The 1985 Air India bombing, blamed on Sikh

separatists, claimed 329 lives and remains the worst

aviation disaster in Canada’s history. [Al Jazeera 2]

[BBC]

India’s President concludes three-nation

Africa tour

(sct) Indian President Droupadi Murmu has concluded

her landmark three-nation tour of Africa, covering

Algeria, Mauritania, and Malawi—marking the first-ever

visit by an Indian Head of State to these countries. The
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visit, aimed at reinforcing India-Africa ties, set new

benchmarks for bilateral relations.

During her final stop in Malawi, Murmu held

discussions with Malawian President Lazarus McCarthy

Chakwera on expanding cooperation in agriculture,

mining, tourism, and energy. She also visited the

Radha Krishna temple, a cultural center for the Indian

diaspora, and Lake Malawi, a biodiversity hotspot vital

to the local economy.

In Mauritania, Murmu met President Mohamed Ould

Ghazouani, signing agreements on diplomat training

and visa exemptions. In Algeria, she received an

honorary doctorate and met with President

Abdelmadjid Tebboune to enhance bilateral ties.

In an official readout, New Delhi described the visit as

a reflection of India’s "deep desire" to strengthen its

partnership with African nations. [The Statesman] [The

Hindu]

Colombia discusses BRICS membership

with India, explores strategic alliances

(ad) C Colombia has initiated discussions with India

about its potential membership in BRICS (Brazil,

Russia, India, China, South Africa), aiming to enhance

ties within the Global South. During the 10th India-

Colombia Foreign Office Consultations in Delhi,

Colombia's Vice Minister of Foreign Affairs, Jorge

Enrique Rojas Rodriguez, outlined the country's

interests in joining BRICS, with parallel discussions

underway with South Africa and Brazil. The

consultations also covered strategic partnerships in

climate change, biofuels, renewable energy, and

infrastructure.

Colombia expressed interest in India’s proposed Global

Biofuel Alliance and the International Solar Alliance,

viewing them as steps towards a just energy transition.

Additionally, both countries signed a Memorandum of

Understanding (MoU) on audio-visual co-production to

foster cultural exchange. Colombia’s President Gustavo

Petro recently discussed BRICS membership with

Brazil’s President Lula da Silva, with further dialogues

planned to explore its entry into the bloc. [WION]

Trade gap with UAE, ASEAN widens,

prompts India to pause FTA talks with

smaller nations
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(lm) India has paused free trade agreement (FTA)

negotiations with countries like Oman and Peru, amid

widening trade gaps with existing partners, notably the

United Arab Emirates (UAE) and the Association of

Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN). The Commerce

Ministry is developing a new Standard Operating

Procedure (SOP) to streamline future negotiations,

incorporating modern trade aspects like labor and

environment while addressing errors in past deals,

such as inadequate returns and tariff asymmetry.

India's trade deficit with the UAE surged 171 percent

year-on-year between April and September 2024, while

the ASEAN deficit reached USD 44 billion in FY23, up 70

percent from FY22. Rising imports and slower export

growth have triggered concerns over possible

investment outflows and inadequate export benefits.

India now aims to shift its focus to larger markets, such

as the European Union and the United Kingdom,

where negotiations are ongoing but have been delayed

due to leadership changes in the UK and other factors.

The government has also been reviewing the ASEAN

FTA, signed in 2010, due to persistent imbalances.

The review of trade strategies also includes potential

partnerships with the Russia-led Eurasian Economic

Union (EEU), but efforts have been narrowed to

maximize export gains. India had exited the China-led

Regional Comprehensive Economic Partnership (RCEP)

negotiations in 2019 due to similar trade imbalance

concerns. [The Indian Express]

India set to be third-largest economy by

2030, but population challenges persist,

says S&P

India is on track to become the world’s third-largest

economy by 2030, driven by rapid economic growth,

according to a report from S&P Global Ratings. India is

projected to experience an average annual growth rate

of 5.9 percent between 2024 and 2035, positioning it

just behind Vietnam in terms of growth. The report

also highlights that by 2035, emerging markets—led by

countries in the Asia-Pacific region, including China,

India, Vietnam, and the Philippines—will contribute

about 65 percent of global economic growth.

However, S&P cautions that India’s rising population

presents significant challenges, especially in delivering

basic services and meeting the growing demand for

infrastructure and investments to sustain productivity.

By 2035, India is expected to surpass all countries in

population size, increasing pressure on its resources.
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India's efforts to boost its fiscal flexibility by increasing

capital expenditure are noted as critical steps in

maintaining long-term growth. Additionally, India's

entry into JP Morgan's Government Emerging Market

Bond Index in 2024 is expected to provide further

opportunities for government funding and unlock

resources in domestic capital markets. Despite this

promising outlook, the report acknowledges signs of

an economic slowdown, with consumer spending

growth projected to rise 7 percent in the next five

years, up from 4.8 percent in the previous period.

Nomura’s report echoes concerns about a slowing

economy, citing a dip in the Nomura India Coincident

Activity Index (NICAI), which tracks key economic

sectors. The index revealed a slowdown in August, with

estimates suggesting a further decline in September

due to weaker sales, moderate infrastructure growth,

and sluggish export activity. [The Economic Times]

UN World Food Programme launches five-

year project with India and Sri Lanka

(mt) The United Nations World Food Programme (WFP),

in partnership with the Ministries of Environment of

India and Sri Lanka, has launched the Adaptation for

Resilience (ADAPT4R) project, a five-year initiative

aimed at improving food security and livelihoods for

farming communities affected by climate change. The

project is backed by a USD 14 million grant from the

Adaptation Fund.

Focusing on regions where farmers are facing climate-

induced challenges, ADAPT4R will provide climate

services and employ existing systems to empower

smallholders, especially women, to build resilience in

agriculture and rural livelihoods. It aims to enhance

adaptive strategies, diversify livelihoods, and support

localized responses to climate risks. [dailynews.lk]

EU ambassador meets with Sri Lankan

prime minister to discuss GSP+ trade

scheme

(lm) On October 18, European Union Ambassador

Carmen Moreno met with Prime Minister Dr. Harini

Amarasuriya in Colombo to reaffirm the relationship

between the EU and Sri Lanka. During the meeting, Dr.

Amarasuriya emphasized the importance of EU

support for the Generalized Scheme of Preferences
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Plus (GSP+), which has significantly boosted Sri Lankan

exports.

GSP+ is a trade scheme that provides developing

countries with preferential access to the European

Union (EU) market by reducing or eliminating tariffs on

certain products. This initiative aims to promote

sustainable development and good governance by

encouraging exports from beneficiary nations.

The prime minister also outlined plans to attract

foreign investment by tackling corruption and

strengthening institutions such as the Board of

Investment, signaling the government’s commitment

to enhancing economic ties with the EU. [Daily News]

Nepal finalizes labor agreements with

Oman, South Korea, and Malaysia

(rs) Nepal is in the final stages of signing a new labor

agreement with Oman, while efforts are also underway

to renew agreements with South Korea and Malaysia.

Around 25,000 Nepali workers are currently employed

in Oman, marking the first formal labor agreement

between the two nations. Discussions between

Nepalese and Omani officials have led to preliminary

agreements, with the draft now awaiting approval from

Oman's Cabinet before being sent back to Nepal for

signing.

The agreement with Oman will be based on an

employer-paid model, with costs covered by

employers. It also includes provisions for joint

meetings to discuss workers' rights and quick

repatriation of deceased workers. However, a

minimum wage is not specified, though salaries must

be paid through banking channels.

Meanwhile, the labor agreement with South Korea,

established in 2007 under the Employment Permit

System (EPS), is also due for renewal. A task force has

been formed to facilitate this process, but discussions

with South Korean authorities have been postponed

until after the Tihar festival, pending approval from

South Korea’s higher authorities.

Efforts to renew the 2018 labor agreement with

Malaysia have been slower. Although Nepal has sent a

draft to the Malaysian government, a response is still

awaited. Malaysia’s recent increase in minimum wage

to 1,700 Malaysian Ringgit, effective February 2025,

could impact negotiations. The country has also

imposed a ban on foreign domestic workers, which

may be a factor in the delayed renewal. [Ratopati]
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Pakistan Navy intercepts major shipment

of Indian-origin narcotic pills

(tf) The Pakistan Navy, in collaboration with the Anti-

Narcotics Force (ANF), seized a significant consignment

of drugs, including 2,000 kilograms of hashish, 370

kilograms of ice, and 50 kilograms of heroin, in the

North Arabian Sea. The intercepted drugs, worth USD

145 million on the international market, also included

10,000 illegal Indian-made pills. The seized narcotics

were handed over to ANF officials. Last week, Pakistan

Navy Ship (PNS) Zulfiquar also intercepted 1.3 tonnes

of hashish worth approximately USD 26 million during

Operation "Himalayan Spirit." [Geo TV]

Pakistan to host 45th Annual Forum of

Parliamentarians for Global Action

(ht) The National Assembly of Pakistan will host the

45th Annual Forum of Parliamentarians for Global

Action (PGA) and the 13th Consultative Assembly of

Parliamentarians on the International Criminal Court

(CAP-ICC) in Islamabad from October 28-29. The event

will gather global parliamentarians, experts,

government officials, and international representatives

for strategic discussions focused on advancing criminal

justice, promoting the rule of law, and upholding

human rights. [APP News] [Business Recorder]

Pakistan named 'Tech Destination of the

Year' at GITEX Global 2024

(ja) Pakistan was recognized as the "Tech Destination

of the Year" at GITEX Global 2024 in Dubai, solidifying

its role as a global tech hub. Over 200 Pakistani firms,

startups, and experts participated, highlighting the

country's commitment to the IT sector. Minister of

State for IT, Shaza Fatima Khawaja, praised the

achievement, emphasizing the event's success in

boosting Pakistan's tech industry and fostering

international collaborations, which are expected to

drive economic growth. [tribune.com.pk] [Dunya News]

Seychelles, European Union hold

partnership dialogue, strengthen

relations
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(mt) The Seychelles recently hosted European Union

(EU) representatives to strengthen their strategic

partnership, focusing on areas such as maritime

security, commerce, environmental protection, and

climate change. President Wavel Ramkalawan and Vice

President Ahmed Afif engaged with EU ambassadors,

emphasizing cooperation under the Samoa

Agreement. During this meeting, the EU confirmed a

EUR 77 million grant for extending and modernizing

Port Victoria, underscoring the partnership’s role in

promoting regional stability and sustainable

development.

The dialogue, co-chaired by Foreign Minister Sylvestre

Radegonde and EU Ambassador Oskar Benedikt,

centered on sustainable development, economic

growth, and governance. Both sides stressed the

importance of the Sustainable Fisheries Partnership

Agreement and initiatives to combat climate change

and biodiversity loss. Seychelles called for more

international funding for climate initiatives and

support for the Multidimensional Vulnerability Index.

The EU praised Seychelles’ progress on gender equality

and LGBTIQ rights, noting the appointment of the first

female Commissioner of the Seychelles Prison Service.

[statehouse.gov.sc] [seychellesnewsagency.com]

Further strengthening relations, an EU delegation led

by Ambassador Benedikt paid a courtesy visit to

Deputy Speaker Hon. Gervais Henrie on October 15.

The meeting explored shared concerns, including

governance, biodiversity, maritime security, piracy, and

drug trafficking in the Indian Ocean. Hon. Henrie

emphasized the importance of continued collaboration

in education, environmental protection, and NGO

initiatives, reinforcing the longstanding partnership

between Seychelles and the EU. [nationalassembly.sc]

Brunei chairs 45th ASEAN Committee on

Disaster Management meeting

(ga) Brunei Darussalam hosted the 45th ASEAN

Committee on Disaster Management (ACDM) meeting,

along with the ASEAN Ministerial Meeting on Disaster

Management (AMMDM), which commenced on

October 21 in Jerudong. The meetings were themed

"Building a Resilient ASEAN through Inclusive and

Sustainable Disaster Recovery" and served as a

platform to discuss ongoing projects and strategic

issues under the ASEAN Agreement on Disaster

Management and Emergency Response (AADMER)

Work Programme 2021-2025.
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Three working groups oversaw the implementation of

various initiatives within this framework. The meeting

also reviewed collaboration with dialogue partners,

including Japan, China, and South Korea. The 45th

ACDM Meeting coincided with several other

gatherings, such as the 21st Governing Board of the

AHA Centre meeting and the 6th ASEAN Disaster

Resilience Platform Meeting.

Delegates from ASEAN National Disaster Management

Organizations, the ASEAN Secretariat, the AHA Centre,

and Timor-Leste participated in the discussions. The

12th AMMDM followed the ACDM meeting, chaired by

Minister of Home Affairs Dato Seri Setia Awang Haji

Ahmaddin bin Haji Abdul Rahman. [Borneo Bulletin]

Indonesia, EU and IOM discuss tackling

climate displacement

(gk) The Indonesian government, the European Union

(EU) and the International Organization for Migration

(IOM) have joined hands and launched the Risk Index

for Climate Displacement (RICD), a data tool designed

to provide operational foresight to anticipate, reduce

and respond to climate-induced displacement.

The RICD potentially plays an important role in the Asia

and the Pacific regions, which witnessed 12.6 million

internal displacements caused due to disasters in

2023. It operates at two levels to provide a

comprehensive understanding of displacement

dynamics: it examines the drivers of displacement

(such as political, cultural, demographic conditions that

create the conditions for climate-related migration),

and triggers of displacement (the immediate catalysts

that force people to leave their homes, such as loss of

livelihoods, food/water insecurity etc.). The index also

identifies tipping points, which are critical thresholds

where the cumulative impacts of climate change

become severe enough to significantly increase the

likelihood of displacement.

The initiative is also a collaborative effort between

different stakeholders such as the National Agency for

Disaster Management of Indonesia, research

institutions such as University of Indonesia and the

National Research and Innovation Agency of Indonesia.

This collective engagement harnesses diverse

information to build a comprehensive data model

aimed at improving Indonesia’s capacity to mitigate

and respond to displacement risks caused due to

climate change. [European Union] 
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Cambodia strengthens efforts in ASEAN's

push for ethical AI governance

(mfr) The ASEAN member states are advancing efforts

to regulate artificial intelligence (AI) through a regional

initiative discussed during a consultative workshop in

Phnom Penh on October 17. The workshop, themed

“Expanded ASEAN Guide on AI Governance and Ethics

– Generative AI,” brought together representatives

from all ten ASEAN nations to address the governance

and ethical challenges posed by AI technologies,

particularly generative AI. Cambodia's Ministry of Post

and Telecommunications is actively participating in

these efforts.

The workshop focused on the Expanded ASEAN Guide

on AI Governance and Ethics, developed by the AI

Governance Working Group under the ASEAN Digital

Senior Officials Mechanism (ADGSOM). This guide aims

to regulate the design, development, and deployment

of AI systems across the region while ensuring

adherence to ethical standards. Cambodia’s proactive

role in this initiative reflects its commitment to shaping

responsible AI usage in the digital sector.

During the event, officials emphasized the need to

balance AI's economic potential with its risks, such as

deepfake fraud and cybersecurity threats. The ASEAN

approach focuses on governance rather than rigid

regulation, aiming to manage the broader AI

ecosystem, including digital infrastructure, model data,

and actor relationships in the AI market. [The Phnom

Penh Post]

Malaysia’s space industry joins

International Astronautical Federation

(oc) Malaysia’s space industry has gained strength and

international prestige following the admission of the

Malaysia Space Industry Consortium (MASIC) into the

International Astronautical Federation (IAF).

MASIC joined the IAF during the 75th International

Astronautical Congress, an annual meeting where

space scientists discuss recent developments in the

field. [Bernama]

Thailand discusses Myanmar crisis at

International Parliamentarians Union

(IPU) conference in Geneva
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(tl) Thailand's Deputy Foreign Minister, Russ

Jalichandra, has expressed support for addressing the

Myanmar emergency situation at the International

Parliamentarians Union (IPU) conference in Geneva,

Switzerland. Thailand's foreign ministry has proposed

discussing the situation in Myanmar as a state of

emergency during the 149th IPU conference.

Additionally, the country plans to host an informal

meeting on the Myanmar issue among ASEAN

countries next December, with support from the

ASEAN bloc.

Deputy Foreign Minister Jalichandra emphasized that

the December event is not intended as an intervention

in Myanmar's internal affairs, but rather as a regional

approach to addressing the Myanmar crisis. He also

clarified that Thailand must align with ASEAN's

collective approach, as acting independently could be

perceived as interference and may lead to negative

consequences.[NNT News] [Pattaya Mail]

Exercise Bersama Lima 2024: Enhancing

FPDA Cooperation

(fi) Exercise Bersama Lima 2024 (XBL24), held from

October 1 to 18, successfully demonstrated the

longstanding cooperation among FPDA nations—

Malaysia, Singapore, Australia New Zealand, and the

United Kingdom. Hosted by Singapore, it involves over

2,000 personnel, 38 aircraft, five ships, and multiple

ground units in diverse military operations.

XBL24’s focus on key areas like Humanitarian

Assistance and Disaster Relief underscored the FPDA

member nation’s commitment to maintaining regional

peace and stability. [MINDEF Singapore]

ASEAN nations rank mid-tier in 2024

Global Hunger Index

(bk) ASEAN countries achieved mid-tier rankings in the

2024 Global Hunger Index (GHI), with Thailand leading

its peers at 52nd out of 127 countries, followed by

Vietnam (56th), Malaysia (61st), and the Philippines

(67th).

The GHI is published annually by Concern Worldwide,

Welthungerhilfe, and the Institute for International Law

of Peace and Armed Conflict. The report highlights

critical malnutrition indicators, including

undernourishment (the percentage of the population
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with insufficient caloric intake), child stunting (the

share of children under five who are shorter than the

norm for their age due to chronic undernutrition), child

wasting (the proportion of children under five who

weigh less than expected for their height, indicating

acute undernutrition), and child mortality (the

percentage of children who die before age five,

reflecting the impact of inadequate nutrition and

unhealthy environments).

Overall, the report indicates that little progress has

been made in reducing hunger since 2016, with only a

slight global score improvement from 18.8 in 2016 to

18.3 in 2024. Some countries, like Somalia and Yemen,

face alarming hunger levels, while others, like

Bangladesh and Nepal, have shown notable progress.

The outlook for achieving zero hunger by 2030 remains

grim, with 42 countries still confronting serious hunger

issues. [The Nation]

Southeast Asian nations agree to share

aviation safety data

(acs) Indonesia, Malaysia, the Philippines, Singapore,

and Thailand have signed a Memorandum of

Understanding (MoU) to share aviation safety data. The

agreement, effective by the end of 2024, aims to

improve air travel safety by sharing information on

severe turbulence, ground alerts, collision warnings,

and other potential risks.

Thailand's Civil Aviation Authority will oversee data

protection, while Singapore will handle data analysis.

The shared data will be used solely for risk mitigation,

not for accident investigations or law enforcement.

This initiative marks a regional effort to accelerate

recovery in the aviation sector following the COVID-19

pandemic, with hopes of encouraging more countries

to participate. [The Nation].

Cambodia, Thailand advance ‘6 Countries,

1 Destination’ tourism initiative

(acs) Thailand and Cambodia are advancing efforts to

facilitate tourism under the "6 Countries, 1

Destination" initiative, which includes Brunei,

Cambodia, Laos, Malaysia, Vietnam, and Thailand.

Advisors from Thailand’s Ministry of Foreign Affairs

met with Cambodia's Minister of Tourism, Huot Hak, to

enhance tourism connectivity, especially in border

https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-slytjx-l-ijy/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-slytjx-l-ijj/


crossings and visa procedures. The discussions

focused on implementing fast lanes, visa exemptions,

and promoting joint tourism for seamless travel

between the two countries.

Both nations aim to attract tourists from identified

target regions, aligning with broader ASEAN

collaboration. Plans include strengthening private-

sector partnerships, creating linked tourism routes,

developing a regional tourism calendar, and improving

transportation options by land, water, rail, and air.

Cambodia will coordinate internally to finalize the

proposal, aiming for implementation before Thai Prime

Minister Paetongtarn Shinawatra’s official visit. [The

Nation]

Thai Commerce Minister pushes for

stronger trade ties with Germany, EFTA

(lm) Thai Commerce Minister Pichai Naripthaphan

recently engaged in high-level discussions with

European partners to strengthen Thailand’s trade

relations and accelerate free trade agreements (FTA).

On October 18, he met with Dr. Nicole Hoffmeister-

Kraut, Minister of Economic Affairs for Germany's

Baden-Württemberg, and with Swiss and Norwegian

officials to push for two significant FTAs: one with the

European Union (EU) and another with the European

Free Trade Association (EFTA), comprising Switzerland,

Norway, Iceland, and Liechtenstein.

Pichai emphasized expanding Thailand’s capabilities in

artificial intelligence, data centers, automotive

production, and alternative energy during talks with

Germany, which is Thailand’s largest EU trading

partner. The minister highlighted that Baden-

Württemberg accounts for about 20 percent of

bilateral trade, with major German companies like

Daimler and Bosch already operating in Thailand. In

2023, bilateral trade reached USD 10.74 billion (THB

357.96 billion), with Thai exports totaling USD 4.56

billion (THB 151.98 billion), primarily electronics and

automotive parts, while imports stood at USD 6.18

billion (THB 206.04 billion), largely machinery and

pharmaceuticals. [The Nation 1]

Meanwhile, discussions with Swiss and Norwegian

representatives focused on finalizing the Thailand-EFTA

FTA, expected by 2025. Initiated in 2005, FTA talks were

revived in 2022, aiming to bolster Thailand’s

technology and innovation sectors. Currently, EFTA

accounts for 1.72 percent of Thailand’s total foreign

trade, with key exports including jewelry and iron
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products, and imports comprising medical equipment

and gold. [The Nation 2]

Cambodia, Laos, Vietnam top legislators

hold talks in Vientiane

(lm) Vietnam's National Assembly Chairman Tran

Thanh Man met with his Lao and Cambodian

counterparts, Saysomphone Phomvihane and Khuon

Sudary, during a working breakfast in Vientiane. The

meeting took place during the 45th General Assembly

of the ASEAN Inter-Parliamentary Assembly (AIPA).

Man and Sudary congratulated Laos on its successful

role as ASEAN and AIPA Chair in 2024, while

Phomvihane acknowledged Vietnam’s and Cambodia’s

support.

The legislators emphasized the significance of

strengthening trilateral ties, especially amid regional

and global uncertainties. They noted the importance of

the solidarity developed during their shared struggles

for independence and current socio-economic

development, considering it a valuable asset that must

be preserved. Cooperation between the three

countries has been growing in defense, security, trade,

investment, tourism, education, and cultural

exchanges.

The leaders highlighted the crucial role of

parliamentary collaboration in promoting

comprehensive cooperation across various levels,

especially in policy formulation, economic connectivity,

and national security. They pledged to enhance

exchanges, implement signed agreements, and foster

youth training programs in border provinces to

maintain peaceful borders.

The leaders reaffirmed the importance of the

Cambodia-Laos-Vietnam Development Triangle Area

and its 25-year role in boosting regional ties. They

committed to mutual support at international and

regional forums, continuing parliamentary

cooperation, and potentially establishing a regular

working breakfast mechanism. [Viet Nam News]

Vietnamese sugarcane tops ASEAN in

productivity for first time

(lm) Vietnam's sugar industry has reached the highest

productivity in the ASEAN region for the first time. In

the 2023-24 crop season, sugar yield in Vietnam rose
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to 6.79 tons per hectare, surpassing major producers

like Thailand, Indonesia, and the Philippines.

Mechanization in land preparation has exceeded 90

percent, aided by technology transfers from the United

States and Australia, which have enhanced digital

management of sugar mills. This technological

integration allows farmers to optimize processes like

fertilization and harvesting while enabling early

detection of issues, reducing risks and improving

yields.

The introduction of 23 new sugarcane varieties,

including local hybrids and imported lines, has also

contributed to rising productivity. Over the past four

years, sugarcane output has increased by 166 percent,

while sugar production has grown by 161 percent. The

purchase price for sugarcane has risen by 152 percent

since the 2019-20 crop season, currently standing at

VND 1.2 to 1.3 million (USD 48-52) per ton, aligning

with regional standards.

Further growth in harvested areas and output is

expected in the 2024-25 season. Stakeholders are

urged to enhance production linkages, increase market

transparency, improve traceability, and stabilize raw

material supplies to ensure sustainable growth of the

industry. [Viet Nam News]

Bangladesh’s interim leader Yunus seeks

stronger trade ties with Bhutan

(vk) Bangladesh’s Chief Adviser and interim leader

Muhammad Yunus called for enhanced trade and

economic cooperation between Bangladesh and

Bhutan during a meeting with Bhutanese Ambassador

Rinchen Kuentsyl in Dhaka on October 16. Discussions

centered on boosting bilateral trade, establishing a

special economic zone for Bhutan in Kurigram,

renewable energy cooperation, and the historical

influence of Bengal in Buddhism in Bhutan.

The ambassador praised the 2020 Preferential Trade

Agreement (PTA) with Bangladesh, noting that Bhutan

enjoys a trade surplus and suggested expanding the

list of products covered by the PTA. He highlighted the

historical ties between the two nations, recalling

Bangladeshi monks' contributions to Buddhism in the

Himalayan region, and emphasized the potential for

deeper economic collaboration. [Bss News]
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Leading Bangladeshi electronics company

partners with China’s Chigo Group

(asa) Minister-MyOne Group, a leading electronics

company in Bangladesh, has signed a memorandum of

understanding (MoU) with China’s Chigo Group to

distribute Chigo brand air conditioners in Bangladesh.

The deal establishes Minister-MyOne as the marketing,

sales, and after-sales service provider for Chigo ACs in

the country. [The Business Post] [Dhaka Tribune]

10 Bangladeshi government officials

attend ITEC training in India

(asa) Ten officials from the Bangladesh Land Port

Authority (BLPA) are attending a training program

titled "Engineering Excellence: From Blueprint to

Border" in New Delhi, India. Organized by the Land

Port Authority of India (LPAI), the training focuses on

developing master plans for smart, green, and resilient

land ports. Running until October 25, the program is in

collaboration with the School of Planning &

Architecture, New Delhi, and includes 27 participants

from Bangladesh, Bhutan, Nepal, Sri Lanka, and India,

with Bangladesh having the largest group of ten

participants.

Over the past five years, nearly 3,000 young

Bangladeshi officials have received training in various

disciplines, including management, IT, and renewable

energy, as part of India’s broader capacity-building

initiatives. [Bangla News 24] [Dhaka Tribune 1]

Meanwhile, Border Guard Bangladesh (BGB) detained

six individuals attempting to cross into India via the

Panchagarh border on October 17. The detainees, who

admitted to paying BDT 100,000 (USD 830) to brokers

for the crossing, were intercepted during a BGB

operation in the Goalpara area of Panchagarh Sadar

upazila. [Dhaka Tribune 2]

Bangladesh’s interim leader calls for

increased US investment

(vk) Bangladesh’s interim leader Muhammad Yunus

has called for more US investment in Bangladesh,

emphasizing efforts to improve the business climate

and attract foreign direct investment (FDI). During a

meeting with Steven Kobos, CEO of Excelerate Energy

and chairman of the US-Bangladesh Business Council,
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Yunus highlighted Bangladesh’s growing potential as

an investment destination.

Kobos expressed optimism about the interim

government's leadership and noted a surge of interest

among American companies, including US-Bangladesh

Business Council members. He stated that Excelerate

Energy plans to expand its investments in the energy

sector, focusing on increasing Liquefied Natural Gas

(LNG) supply and decarbonization efforts in

Bangladesh. Currently, Excelerate supplies 1.1 billion

cubic feet of gas daily, accounting for 34 percent of the

country’s gas supply.

The meeting also featured officials from Excelerate

Energy, including Peter Haas, former US ambassador

to Bangladesh, and Bangladeshi government

representatives, such as Lamiya Morshed, head of SDG

Affairs, and Ashik Chowdhury, chairman of the

Bangladesh Investment Development Authority (BIDA).

[BSS News]

Netherlands to back Bangladesh’s interim

government’s reform agenda, strengthen

business ties

(lm) The Netherlands has pledged technical support for

the reform agenda of Bangladesh’s interim

government, according to Dutch Ambassador Irma van

Dueren, who made the assurance during a farewell

meeting with Foreign Secretary Md Jashim Uddin in

Dhaka on October 20.

The ambassador also highlighted growing interest

from Dutch companies in expanding business relations

with Bangladesh, particularly in the water, maritime,

and agriculture sectors. Both sides discussed multi-

faceted bilateral cooperation, covering areas such as

trade, climate change, defense, and women’s

empowerment.

The meeting followed a successful bilateral discussion

between Bangladesh’s Chief Adviser and the Dutch

Prime Minister on the sidelines of the 79th United

Nations General Assembly (UNGA) in New York last

month. [Dhaka Tribune]

British regulators urged to probe

Bangladesh ex-minister Saifuzzaman

Chowdhury’s business dealings
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(lm) British MPs have called on UK regulators to

investigate the business activities of Saifuzzaman

Chowdhury, the former Bangladeshi land minister,

amid corruption allegations tied to the deposed Sheikh

Hasina government. According to The Guardian,

Chowdhury reportedly owns over 250 UK properties

valued at GBP 200 million (USD 244 million), and his

assets are currently under review by Bangladesh's

Anti-Corruption Commission, which has frozen his

bank accounts.

Phil Brickell MP, from the All-Party Parliamentary

Group (APPG) on Anti-Corruption, has urged UK

regulators, including HM Revenue and Customs

(HMRC), the Financial Conduct Authority (FCA), and the

Solicitors Regulation Authority (SRA), to verify whether

anti-money laundering regulations were followed

during Chowdhury’s property transactions. Brickell

emphasized the importance of the investigation,

noting its relevance to London's commitment to

tackling corruption.

Chowdhury, however, claims that his wealth was

legally acquired through international business

ventures and described the investigation as a "witch-

hunt" by the current Bangladeshi administration.

Meanwhile, Joe Powell MP, chair of the APPG, has

requested the UK’s National Crime Agency to examine

assets linked to the former regime, including

Chowdhury’s holdings. [The Daily Star]

Bangladesh’s interim leader Yunus aims

more Turkish investment

(vk) Bangladesh’s Chief Adviser and interim leader

Muhammad Yunus called for more Turkish investment

in Bangladesh during a meeting with Turkish

Ambassador Ramis Sen in Dhaka on October 14. Yunus

emphasized that Dhaka is now well-positioned for

business and urged for deeper trade, economic, and

defense cooperation between the two nations, as well

as addressing the Rohingya crisis and increasing

student exchanges. He also appreciated Turkey's

support during Bangladesh's recent floods and

extended an invitation to the Turkish president to visit

Bangladesh.

Ambassador Sen noted that Turkish trade with

Bangladesh currently stands at USD 1.1 billion but sees

potential for growth. He invited Bangladesh to the

World Halal Summit in Istanbul and highlighted the

ongoing visit of a Turkish delegation exploring new

trade opportunities. Additionally, the Turkish Trade
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Minister is scheduled to visit Bangladesh in December

to boost bilateral relations further. [BSS News]

China's Vice President begins three-day

official visit to Brunei

(ga) Vice President of China Han Zheng arrived in

Brunei for a three-day official visit, which commenced

on October 21 and will conclude on October 23. During

his visit, Han Zheng is scheduled to meet with His

Majesty Sultan Haji Hassanal Bolkiah and His Royal

Highness Prince Haji Al-Muhtadee Billah, the Crown

Prince.

His itinerary includes visits to key sites such as the

Royal Regalia Museum, the Brunei History Centre, and

the Muara Port Company Sdn Bhd. According to

Chinese media, the visit aims to strengthen traditional

ties and enhance cooperation across various sectors to

promote peace, stability, and prosperity in the region.

[Borneo Bulletin]

Cambodia, Australia deepen cooperation

on food safety

(dql) Australia and medical research center Institut

Pasteur du Cambodge (IPC) have launched a

partnership aimed at improving food safety and

boosting the export competitiveness of Cambodian

agricultural products.

Supported by the Cambodia-Australia Partnership for

Resilient Economic Development (CAPRED)

programme, Australia's flagship economic

development program in Cambodia, this initiative was

announced on October 16 and will establish accredited

testing services for pesticide, antibiotic residue, and

heavy metals in Cambodia.

This initiative comes as the Southeast Asian country

has struggled with food safety due to a lack of local

testing facilities, forcing businesses to rely on foreign

services, which increases contamination risks, delays,

and costs. The new testing facilities at IPC's Laboratory

of Environment and Food Safety aim to address these

challenges, offering faster, affordable, and reliable

testing.

The partnership is expected to improve food safety,

enhance export capabilities, create jobs, and expand

market access, especially benefiting women-owned

enterprises. [The Phnom Penh Post]
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Cambodian Prime Minister Hun Manet

welcomes Thai Constitutional Court

President

(ma) Prime Minister Hun Manet welcomed Nakharin

Mektrairat, President of the Constitutional Court of

Thailand, during a courtesy visit at the Peace Palace in

Phnom Penh. Nakharin praised the strong relationship

between Cambodia and Thailand, acknowledging

Cambodia’s rapid development and progress. His visit

aimed to foster closer cooperation between the

Constitutional Council of Cambodia and Thailand’s

Constitutional Court.

During the meeting, Nakharin expressed his desire to

learn more about the functions of Cambodia's

Constitutional Council, emphasizing the importance of

strengthening ties between the two legal institutions.

In response, Prime Minister Hun Manet endorsed this

initiative, highlighting its potential to further enhance

friendship and collaboration between the neighboring

nations.

Hun Manet also reflected on the existing cooperation

between Cambodia and Thailand across various

sectors, including trade, investment, tourism,

education, security, and defense. Both leaders

reaffirmed their commitment to deepening these

relations for mutual benefit. [Khmer Times]

Japan reaffirms commitment to

supporting Cambodia’s mine action

efforts

(ma) Japanese State Minister for Foreign Affairs,

Yoshifumi Tsuge, has reaffirmed Japan’s dedication to

continuing its cooperation with Cambodia in the field

of mine action. This commitment was reiterated during

a meeting with Ly Thuch, Senior Minister and First Vice

President of the Mine Authority, on October 17 in

Lausanne, Switzerland. Minister Ly Thuch expressed

gratitude on behalf of Prime Minister Hun Manet,

acknowledging Japan’s crucial role in peacebuilding

and development in Cambodia, particularly in the mine

action sector.

Minister Ly Thuch highlighted the importance of

Japan’s ongoing support, which has been instrumental

in saving lives and reducing poverty through mine

clearance initiatives in Cambodia. He called for

continued collaboration as Cambodia pushes forward
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with its mine action efforts. Additionally, Thuch

emphasized the strong partnership between

Cambodia and Japan in advancing the goals of the

Ottawa Convention, particularly as Cambodia prepares

to host the Fifth Review Meeting of the Convention in

November 2024.

In response, Yoshifumi Tsuge praised Cambodia’s

leadership in mine action and its role as Chair of the

2024 Ottawa Convention. He reaffirmed Japan’s

commitment to maintaining close cooperation in this

field, underscoring the long-standing friendship

between the two countries and Japan’s continued

support for Cambodia’s mine clearance initiatives.

[Khmer Times]

Cambodia, China sign MoU to strengthen

mangrove preservation efforts

(ma) The Ministry of Environment of Cambodia has

signed a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) with

the International Mangrove Centre (IMC) to enhance

collaboration in restoring and preserving mangrove

forests. The agreement, signed in Shenzhen, China, by

Srey Sunleang, director-general of Cambodia's natural

protected areas department, and Kong Fanchang,

IMC’s deputy director-general, focuses on sharing

expertise, restoring mangrove ecosystems, and raising

public awareness about the vital role of mangroves in

coastal protection and biodiversity.

During the signing, Sunleang emphasized the

importance of mangroves not only for their

environmental benefits but also for their role in

boosting tourism and supporting coastal communities.

The ministry’s “Circular Strategy” aims to promote

cleanliness, sustainability, and greening efforts, which

include distributing mangrove seedlings to residents in

coastal provinces like Koh Kong, Sihanoukville, Kampot,

and Kep. These initiatives aim to increase green cover

and enhance mangrove-related tourism and

biodiversity conservation.

IMC director Kong Fanchang expressed gratitude for

Cambodia's support and highlighted the long-standing

friendship between Cambodia and China. He

announced that an official ceremony to launch the IMC

will take place on November 5, with leaders from

multiple nations, including Cambodia, participating as

founding members. The MoU is expected to promote

knowledge exchange, capacity building, and technical

expertise to ensure the successful restoration and

preservation of mangrove forests in Cambodia. [Khmer

Times]

https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-slytjx-l-iit/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-slytjx-l-iii/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-slytjx-l-iii/


Cambodia, U.S. agree to strengthen

defense ties

(ma) Deputy Assistant Secretary of Defense (DASD) for

South and Southeast Asia, Laura Updegrove,

concluded her visit to Cambodia, marking the first U.S.-

Cambodia Defense Policy Dialogue since 2019. This

meeting, co-chaired by Updegrove, is the third

dialogue held since its inception in 2011. Discussions

focused on strengthening bilateral defense relations,

including resuming military training exchanges on

disaster assistance, UN peacekeeping, and demining

efforts. Both sides also shared views on regional

security and reaffirmed their commitment to ongoing

dialogue.

During her visit, Updegrove held meetings with key

Cambodian officials, including Minister of National

Defence Tea Seiha and Prime Minister Hun Manet’s

Foreign Policy Advisor, Eat Sophea. These talks aimed

to advance bilateral defense cooperation, with a focus

on supporting regional peace and security efforts. The

meetings highlighted the importance of continuing

collaborations in areas like professional military

education and disaster preparedness.

Updegrove also engaged with Cambodian graduates of

U.S. Professional Military Education (PME) programs,

underscoring the long-standing defense training

partnership between the two nations. Her visit

followed U.S. Secretary of Defense Lloyd Austin’s trip to

Cambodia in June 2024, further solidifying the United

States’ commitment to strengthening ties with

Cambodia in the defense sector. [Khmer Times]

Cambodia, France set strategic

partnership goal for 2026

(ma) Cambodia and France have set a new milestone in

their bilateral relations, aiming to achieve a strategic

partnership by 2026. This announcement followed the

second round of high-level political consultations held

in Paris on October 7, where a roadmap for

cooperation was established. Both countries

expressed satisfaction with their growing relationship,

which has seen frequent high-level engagements,

including visits by key Cambodian figures like King

Norodom Sihamoni and Prime Minister Hun Manet.

The discussions highlighted the strong collaboration in

defense and security, with France providing vital

https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-slytjx-l-iid/


language and technical training to Cambodian

peacekeeping forces. Cambodia, in turn, reaffirmed its

commitment to increasing female representation in

UN Peacekeeping Operations, having reached a 20.8

percent participation rate in 2024. Additionally, both

nations explored opportunities to strengthen

economic ties, focusing on agriculture, green energy,

tourism, and aviation, while emphasizing the need for

enhanced technical skills to address current

challenges.

Cultural and healthcare cooperation was also a key

topic, with Cambodia expressing gratitude for France's

support in restoring cultural heritage sites and its

contribution to the Cambodian health system. The

talks further highlighted ongoing cultural exchanges,

including the Royal Ballet of Cambodia’s tour in France

in 2025, and the establishment of the Cambodia-

France Friendship Hospital. The third round of

consultations will be hosted by Cambodia in 2025.

[Cambodianess]

Cambodian prime minister attends

Indonesia’s presidential inauguration

(mfr) Prime Minister Hun Manet attended the

inauguration of Indonesia’s new President, Prabowo

Subianto, in Jakarta, where he engaged in discussions

with key regional leaders, including Malaysian Prime

Minister Anwar Ibrahim and former Indonesian

President Joko Widodo, to strengthen bilateral ties. His

visit focused on enhancing cooperation between

Cambodia and Indonesia, particularly in tourism,

investment, and improving connectivity. [The Phnom

Penh Post]

Hun Manet also met with former Indonesian Vice-

President Muhammad Jusuf Kalla to discuss regional

cooperation and invited him to participate in the

upcoming the International Conference of Asian

Political Parties General Assembly in Cambodia this

November. During their discussions, Hun Manet

emphasized Indonesia’s crucial role in Cambodia’s

peace and development during the 1980s and 1990s.

Both leaders reaffirmed their commitment to regional

stability, peace, and socio-economic progress, further

solidifying the long-standing diplomatic and economic

relations between Cambodia and Indonesia.

In a personal milestone during his visit, Hun Manet

celebrated his 47th birthday, receiving congratulatory

messages from Cambodian dignitaries, including King

Norodom Sihamoni, Queen Mother Norodom

Monineath Sihanouk, and Senate President Hun Sen.
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They praised his leadership in maintaining peace and

fostering development in Cambodia. [Khmer Times]

Cambodia: Peace corps volunteers foster

US-Cambodia relations through

educational initiatives

(mfr) Peace Corps volunteers continue to play a key

role in strengthening ties between Cambodia and the

United States through educational initiatives. On

October 18, the 16th cohort of volunteers was officially

sworn in during a ceremony in Phnom Penh, solidifying

their commitment to supporting Cambodia's education

system. Since 2007, over 800 volunteers have served,

focusing primarily on teaching English and enhancing

local education capacities, especially in rural areas.

The Peace Corps program has been instrumental in

improving English proficiency, a skill viewed as critical

for Cambodia's economic and social development.

Volunteers work closely with local schools, introducing

modern teaching methods and fostering interactive

learning environments. In addition to classroom work,

these volunteers contribute to a broader cultural

exchange, living with host families and building lasting

relationships that foster mutual understanding

between Americans and Cambodians.

Cambodian officials, including Takeo provincial deputy

governor Ly Saveth and representatives from the

Ministry of Education, acknowledged the volunteers'

contributions during the ceremony. They highlighted

the role of the Peace Corps in supporting Cambodia's

education reform and praised the cultural and

personal growth that comes from the volunteers'

immersive experiences. [The Phnom Penh Post]

US reiterates warnings against China

using overproduction for global

dominance

(alk) White House officials announced that the US plans

to use measures like tariffs to counter China’s strategy

of producing excess goods to dominate global

markets.

Speaking at an Alliance for American Manufacturing

event, Daleep Singh, the deputy national security

adviser for international economics, said China’s

growing market power poses economic and

geopolitical risks that Washington finds unacceptable.
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The US has long-standing tensions with China over

trade, human rights, intellectual property, and other

issues. Singh highlighted China’s significant

overproduction in sectors like electric vehicles,

batteries, and semiconductors, where Chinese

companies often report persistent losses. He noted

that China’s large subsidies aim to dominate key

industries, expanding beyond steel and solar to newer

areas like electric vehicles and semiconductors.

Singh also mentioned that other countries, including

Brazil, India, South Africa, and the European Union, are

increasingly recognizing overcapacity as a global

problem. China’s excess production is seen as a way to

outcompete and weaken other markets.

US Treasury Secretary Janet Yellen, speaking at a

separate event, echoed these concerns, noting that

Chinese provinces are heavily subsidizing advanced

manufacturing sectors, leading to substantial

overcapacity that threatens US industrial efforts.

[Reuters]

US sanctions Chinese companies accused

of making Russian drone parts

(alk) The US Treasury Department announced it will

impose sanctions on Chinese companies involved in

making drone engines and parts used by Russia in

long-range attacks against Ukraine. The sanctions

target three entities, and an individual linked to

developing and producing Russia's "Garpiya series"

attack drones, which have been used to strike

Ukrainian infrastructure and cause mass casualties.

[Department of the Treasury, USA]

According to the Treasury Department, the drones

were designed by experts in China, manufactured in

Chinese factories, and then transferred to Russia in

collaboration with Russian defense firms for use in the

conflict. Recent drone attacks by Russia have severely

impacted Ukraine, including a missile strike in Poltava

that killed 55 people and injured 328. [Reuters] [Al

Jazeera 1]

The sanctions mark the first time the US has targeted

Chinese entities directly involved in developing and

producing weapons in partnership with Russian

companies. The US aims to disrupt networks that

enable Russia's weapons program, as Russia

increasingly depends on foreign expertise and

technology for its military efforts.
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China has strengthened ties with Russia since the 2022

invasion of Ukraine but denies supplying weapons to

Moscow. Chinese officials maintain that their trade

with Russia is legal. Meanwhile, the US has already

sanctioned over 300 entities and individuals this year

for allegedly supporting Russia's war efforts, including

those in China, South Africa, the UAE, and Turkey (see

AiR No. 25, June/2024, 3).

In response to US military sales to Taiwan, China

recently imposed sanctions on American defense

firms, citing violations of the one-China policy and

damage to China-US relations. [Al Jazeera 2]

China warns US and Canada after

warships sail through Taiwan Strait

(to/hs) China issued a warning after the United States

and Canada sent warships through the Taiwan Strait, a

move it claims "undermines" peace and stability in the

region.

The US Navy’s 7th Fleet, responsible for operations in

the Asia-Pacific, stated that Arleigh Burke-class

destroyer USS Higgins and Canada’s frigate HMCS

Vancouver conducted a routine transit through the

high sea corridor, emphasizing their commitment to

freedom of navigation in international waters.

[Commander, U.S. 7th Fleet] [Anadolu Agency]

China, however, viewed this action as disruptive, with

the People’s Liberation Army’s Eastern Theater

Command saying that Chinese forces closely

monitored the vessels and acted according to laws to

safeguard regional peace. [Ministry of Foreign

Relations, China]

Taiwan’s Defense Ministry also confirmed the transit

and noted that it maintained control of the

surrounding air and sea during the event. [Ministry of

Defense, Taiwan]

On October 20, the two  warships conducted a joint

transit through the Taiwan Strait shortly after China

held military exercises around Taiwan earlier last week

(see AiR No. 42, October/2024, 3) involving the army,

navy, air force, and rocket force and focusing on sea-

air combat readiness, blockading key ports, while

conducting simulated attacks on maritime and ground

targets. A record number of 153 aircraft and 14 naval

vessels participated in the exercises. [Reuters]

In a latest development, China carried out live-fire

drills off the coast of Fujian province, near the Pingtan
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islands, which is about 125 kilometers from Taiwan.

Taiwan's Defense Ministry noted that it considers the

drills as part of China's annual exercises, potentially

serving to enhance deterrence in the Taiwan Strait.

[ABC News]

Meanwhile, U.S. Presidential candidate Donald Trump

stated in an interview that if he were re-elected,

Chinese President Xi Jinping would not challenge him

or provoke the US over Taiwan. Trump expressed

confidence that Xi respects him, calling their

relationship strong and adding that Xi knows he’s

"crazy," implying that this unpredictability would deter

Chinese aggression. Trump also indicated that he

would respond to any Chinese blockade of Taiwan with

economic measures, specifically imposing tariffs of 150

percent to 200 percent.

Trump emphasized that his relationship with Xi was

based on mutual respect and strong diplomacy,

claiming that under his leadership, China would be less

likely to engage in confrontations with the US. [BBC]

US implements new restrictions on China

over data security, investment concerns

(to) The U.S. continues to target China with new trade

and investments restrictions.

US justice department proposes new rules to secure

personal data from China, Russia and Iran

On October 21, the US Justice Department introduced

new regulations to protect federal government data

and bulk personal data from foreign adversaries,

including China, Russia, and Iran. The proposal, part of

an executive order by President Biden earlier this year,

aims to prevent the misuse of sensitive US data for

cyberattacks, espionage, and blackmail.

The new rules focus on limiting certain business

transactions that involve large amounts of personal

health, financial, or genomic data, which could be

transferred to countries of concern like China, North

Korea, and Venezuela. Companies, such as data

brokers, are forbidden from selling data when they

know it could end up in these nations. The regulations

would also restrict the transfer of precise geolocation

data and human genomic data, ensuring national

security through stronger data protection measures.

[Reuters]

US nears final review of rules to limit investments in

China’s sensitive technologies
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The US government is furthermore close to finalizing

new measures to restrict investments into China,

particularly in sensitive technologies such as artificial

intelligence, semiconductors, and quantum computing,

according to a US government update on October 21,

2024. The new regulations, led by the Treasury

Department, aim to safeguard US national security by

requiring companies to notify the government before

making outbound investments in these sectors.

These rules are part of the Biden administration’s

broader effort to prevent US capital and expertise

from supporting China’s military modernization. The

final version of the regulations is expected within the

next week and could also include outright bans on

specific investments. The US had already implemented

export controls in October 2022 to limit China’s access

to advanced technologies, especially in AI. [CNCB]

DJI files lawsuit against US Defense Department over

inclusion on blacklist

Meanwhile, Chinese drone manufacturer DJI

announced it has filed a lawsuit against the US

Department of Defense (DoD) to challenge its

designation as a "Chinese Military Company." DJI,

which is the largest global maker of consumer drones,

claims the blacklisting is incorrect and alleges it has

tried for over 16 months to engage with the Pentagon,

but has now resorted to legal action.

DJI argues that it is a private company making

commercial drones, not military equipment, and that

the DoD’s classification is unjustified. The company has

faced increased scrutiny from US authorities over

concerns related to national security, including its role

in surveillance in China and alleged use of its drones in

the Ukraine conflict. [Alarabiya News]

US conducts second repatriation flight to

China during rising immigration debate

(to) The US Department of Homeland Security (DHS)

has announced that it had sent a second flight of

Chinese migrants back to China, showcasing the

growing focus on immigration issues ahead of the US

presidential election. This repatriation, which saw 131

Chinese nationals on board, follows the first

deportation flight in July and is part of ongoing

cooperation between the US and China to control

illegal migration.

The flight, organized in coordination with China’s

National Immigration Administration, reflects a
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broader effort by both countries to fight against

smuggling and illegal immigration. DHS Secretary

Alejandro Mayorkas emphasized that undocumented

migrants entering the US without legal grounds will

face fast removal. China restated its commitment to

international cooperation on immigration

enforcement.

This development comes at a time when immigration

policy has become an important issue in the US

election, with both parties debating how to deal with

border security. [South China Morning Post]

China and United Kingdom agree to

restart dialogue

(to) Chinese Foreign Minister Wang Yi announced a full

resumption of dialogue and cooperation with the

United Kingdom during a meeting in Beijing with

British Foreign Secretary David Lammy on October 18.

This marks the first official visit to China by a UK

diplomat since the Labour Party’s victory in

parliamentary election in July, while Lammy is the only

second top UK diplomat to visit China in six years.

The meeting took place after years of tension on issues

like Hong Kong and human rights in Xinjiang, focusing

on shared interests like green energy, economic

cooperation, trade and international challenges.

Lammy highlighted the importance of UK-China

cooperation on global challenges like green energy,

development, and AI, while also promoting secure

economic growth through trade and investment. He

raised concerns about China’s relation to Russia’s

military and human rights issues in Xinjiang and Hong

Kong, emphasizing the need for open dialogue on

these matters. [Ministry of Foreign Affairs, UK]

Wang, for his part, emphasized that China is open to

cooperation in various fields such as trade, finance,

and healthcare. However, he restated that discussions

should be based on mutual respect, particularly

regarding sensitive topics like Hong Kong and Taiwan,

which China views as internal matters.

According to the Chinese foreign ministry, Lammy

affirmed the UK’s adherence to its long-term

commitments on the Taiwan issue and emphasized

that no "iron curtain" should exist between the two

nations. [Ministry of Foreign Affairs, China, in Chinese]

[South China Morning Post]
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Lammy’s trip is widely seen as reflecting Britain’s

efforts to a strategic approach to building relations

with Beijing, amid areas where both sides sharply

disagree. [Reuters] [BBC] [Al Jazeera]

China and Russia strengthen military

cooperation amid joint patrols and rising

global tensions

(to) Chinese and Russian defense officials met in

Beijing, reaffirming their commitment to strengthening

military cooperation. The talks, held on October 15

between Russian Defense Minister Andrey Belousov

and Zhang Youxia, vice chairman of China’s Central

Military Commission, highlighted shared interests in

safeguarding sovereignty and promoting regional

stability.

Belousov’s visit, his first since being appointed in May,

comes just before Chinese President Xi Jinping’s trip to

Russia for the BRICS summit, which he is attending

from October 22 to October 24.

Both nations have ramped up joint military activities,

including recent coast guard patrols in the Arctic

Ocean and naval drills in the Pacific. Beijing continues

to stress its "neutral" stance in the ongoing conflict in

Ukraine while maintaining trade relations with

Moscow, which have reached record levels. [CNN]

China encourages Austrian firms to

invest, despite concerns over EU tariff

(to) China’s Ministry of Commerce welcomes Austrian

businesses to invest in China, expressing confidence in

continued cooperation despite challenges from the

European Union’s plan to impose tariffs on Chinese

electric vehicles (EVs). This statement was made

following a meeting between Chinese Vice Commerce

Minister Ling Ji and Austrian Labor and Economy

Minister Martin Kocher in Beijing on October 17.

Ling emphasized the deep connection between China

and Austria in the automobile sector, where their

production and supply chains are closely linked. He

stated concern over the European Commission’s anti-

subsidy investigation into Chinese EVs, noting that it

has "seriously affected" collaboration in the auto

industry. Ling urged the EU to approach the issue with

sincerity and work toward a mutually beneficial

solution. [Reuters]
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Austria favors a negotiated solution to the EU's trade

dispute with China over EV tariffs. It abstained from

the recent EU vote to increase tariffs and emphasizes

the importance of fair competition (see AiR No. 41,

October/2024, 2). [The International]

China, India agree on border patrol deal

(to) Indian Foreign Minister Subrahmanyam Jaishankar

has announced that India and China had reached a

crucial agreement regarding the patrolling of their

disputed Himalayan frontier.

The agreement includes a mutual understanding for

both nations’ forces to patrol the contested border

points based on an agreed schedule. This arrangement

aims to prevent future confrontations and ensure

stability in the region. Indian officials involved in the

discussions confirmed that both sides would monitor

the areas to avoid violations, with regular meetings to

review the situation. [Reuters]

Since the deadly in 2020 (see AiR No. 24, June/2020, 3),

both sides had halted patrolling several points along

the border in the Ladakh region to avoid new

confrontations, while tens of thousands of new troops

and military equipment have been moved closer to the

highlands.

The news comes just before Indian Prime Minister

Narendra Modi’s scheduled visit to Russia for the

BRICS summit, during which he may meet Chinese

President Xi Jinping.

China urges India to tread cautiously on

Taiwan relations

(to) China has urged India to handle issues related to

Taiwan carefully following the opening of Taiwan’s

third de facto consulate in Mumbai. [Ministry of

Foreign Affairs, China]

Taiwan opened the representative office amid efforts

to strengthen its presence in India (see article in this

issue). Taiwan already has similar offices in New Delhi

and Chennai, which function as unofficial embassies.

China warned India to adhere to the "one-China

principle," which it described as the political

foundation of Sino-Indian ties.

The Chinese foreign ministry has lodged formal

protests with India and requested that India avoid any
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actions that might strain relations between the two

nations, which have already faced tensions over

border disputes in the Himalayas. [Reuters]

China accuses Japanese fishing boat of

illegally entering disputed waters

(to) China’s Coast Guard has announced that a

Japanese fishing vessel had "illegally entered" Chinese

territorial waters near the disputed Diaoyu Islands on

October 15-16. The Chinese Coast Guard warned the

vessel to leave immediately and stated that China

would continue its maritime rights protection and law

enforcement activities in the region.

The Diaoyu Islands, known as the Senkaku Islands in

Japan, have long been a source of tension between the

two countries. Both China and Japan claim sovereignty

over the islands, and recent confrontations have

heightened tensions. In June, Japan submitted a formal

protest against China after Chinese vessels, possibly

carrying cannons, entered waters around the islands.

Further protests followed after a Chinese naval survey

vessel entered Japanese waters weeks later (see AiR

No. 24, June/2024, 2). [Reuters]

China and Malaysia agree on maritime

cooperation during South China Sea

tensions

(to) China and Malaysia held their first bilateral

dialogue to discuss the management of maritime

issues, agreeing to work together on "pragmatic

cooperation" in the South China Sea. The meeting took

place on October 17 in Langkawi, Malaysia, and was

co-chaired by Chinese Vice Foreign Minister Chen

Xiaodong and Malaysia’s National Security Council

Director-General Nushirwan Zainal Abidin. Both

nations exchanged views on the current maritime

situation and restated their commitment to peaceful

cooperation.

The talks were held shortly after Malaysian Prime

Minister Anwar Ibrahim reaffirmed in in the Malaysian

parliament that state-owned energy firm Petronas will

continue its oil and gas exploration in the South China

Sea (see AiR No. 42, October/2024, 3). His statement

came after a leaked diplomatic note from China's

foreign ministry, which requested Malaysia to halt its

activities in the contested waters, specifically referring

to the Luconia Shoals, located about 100 km off the

https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-slytjx-l-iuy/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-slytjx-l-iuj/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-slytjx-l-iuj/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-slytjx-l-iut/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-slytjx-l-iui/


Malaysian state of Sarawak and also claimed by China.

[South China Morning Post]

Brazil imposes tariffs on Chinese imports

amid trade tensions and satellite talks

(alk) Brazil has imposed new tariffs on imports from

China and other Asian countries, including iron, steel,

and fiber optic cables, to counter dumping and protect

its domestic industry. The Foreign Trade Chamber

(Gecex) announced the measures on Thursday, ahead

of Chinese President Xi Jinping's visit to Brazil for trade

agreements under the Belt and Road Initiative.

The temporary tariffs, set for six months while trade

practices are investigated, include a 35 percent

increase on fiber optics, 25 percent on iron and steel,

and a rise to 10.8 percent from 9 percent on sodium

chlorite. Additional duties target products like metal

foils, nebulizers, titanium dioxide pigments, and

polyester fibers. [South China Morning Post]

Meanwhile, China's GalaxySpace is in talks with Brazil's

Ministry of Telecommunications to collaborate on

satellite development and technology transfer.

GalaxySpace plans to launch a global satellite network,

aiming to rival Starlink, with 648 satellites initially and a

goal of 26,000 to provide worldwide coverage. Hong

Kong-based PCCW has already partnered with

GalaxySpace, leveraging its global cable network to

expand satellite services. [Advanced Television]

China invites Colombia to Belt and Road

Initiative

(alk) During a press conference on 15 October, Beijing's

Ambassador to Colombia, Zhu Jingyang announced

that China has invited Colombia to join its Belt and

Road Initiative and is considering a free-trade

agreement with the country. The invitation was

extended in January, and a draft proposal has already

been shared with Colombian ministries, with no

objections raised so far.

A working group will be set up to explore Colombia's

potential participation in the initiative, as confirmed by

Murillo in a video statement.

The discussions came during Colombian Foreign

Minister Luis Gilberto Murillo's visit to Beijing last

week, where he met with Chinese Foreign Minister

https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-slytjx-l-iud/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-slytjx-l-iuh/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-slytjx-l-iuk/


Wang Yi and Vice-President Han Zheng. [South China

Morning Post]

Chinese automakers announce new

contract with French car parts supplier

Forvia

(alk) French car parts supplier Forvia has announced

new contracts with Chinese automakers BYD, Xiaomi,

Chery, and Li Auto, boosting its shares by nearly 10

percent. The deals aim to compensate for weak

demand from European and North American

automakers, as Chinese sales already account for a

quarter of Forvia's total revenue.

Forvia will supply parts for BYD's second European

factory in Turkey, marking a key step in expanding its

partnerships outside China. Analyst Stephen Reitman

noted that securing business with BYD in Europe helps

counter concerns that Chinese automakers might

avoid international suppliers. Forvia also received its

first contract with Xiaomi, which is entering the electric

vehicle market.

The company expects to outperform China's

automotive market by 2025, despite a 13.5 percent

drop in third-quarter Chinese sales and a 2.6 percent

decline overall, totalling USD 7 billion. Forvia recently

lowered its annual sales and profit forecasts for the

second time in three months due to market

challenges. [Reuters]

Indonesia and Qatar sign a MoU on

provision of scholarships to Afghan

students

(gk) Indonesian Foreign Affairs Ministers Retno

Marsudi and Qatar’s Minister of State for International

Cooperation, Lolwah bint Rashid Al-Khater signed a

Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) to enable

Afghan students to pursue higher education at

selected universities of Indonesia, with funding from

Qatar.

Marsudi emphasized that the humanitarian crisis in

Afghanistan has heightened the need for educational

access, particularly for Afghan women. By offering

opportunities to study in Indonesia, this initiative aims

to enhance their academic abilities while fostering

resilience and contributing to the rebuilding of their

nation.
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The scholarship award is not the first cooperation

between Qatar and Indonesia in promoting education

access to Afghanistan. Previously, both countries have

jointly hosted the International Conference on Afghan

Women’s Education (ICAWE) in Bali in 2022. [Ministry of

Foreign Affairs, Indonesia] [Tempo]

Indonesia’s foreign ministry repatriates 12

victims of human trafficking in Myanmar

(mu) The Indonesian Ministry of Foreign Affairs has

freed 12 Indonesian citizens who were victims of

human trafficking crimes (TPPO) in Myawaddy,

Myanmar.

The Director of Indonesian citizen protection at the

ministry, Judha Nugraha, stated on October 16 that the

12 Indonesians who were trapped in online scam

companies had been evacuated from Myanmar to

Thailand to undergo immigration procedures. Judha

stated that the ministry received complaints from

victims last August and has communicated with the

Indonesian Embassy in Yangon and local networks in

Myawaddy. In total, the ministry has rescued 65

Indonesian citizens from that area. [Ministry of Foreign

Affairs, Indonesia, in Indonesian] [Tempo.co]

Indonesia set to export EV battery

materials to U.S.

(ft) Indonesia plans to export nickel-based materials for

electric vehicle batteries, known as EV battery

precursors, to Tesla in the United States next month,

according to Energy Minister Bahlil Lahadalia.

While specific volume details were not disclosed, the

exports will come from Weda Bay. Indonesia has

previously sent EV precursors to China and is actively

seeking to develop its EV industry, encouraging Tesla

to invest in battery production and car manufacturing

in the country, leveraging its abundant nickel reserves.

[Reuters]

Japan, US reaffirm security alliance at G7

defense summit

(dql) Japanese Defense Minister Gen Nakatani and U.S.

Defense Secretary Lloyd Austin have agreed to

enhance the deterrence and response capabilities of
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their bilateral alliance, in response to security

challenges from China and North Korea. The meeting,

held on the sidelines of the G& defense summit in

Naples, Italy, was their first since Japanese Prime

Minister Shigeru Ishiba took office on October 1.

Nakatani emphasized Japan’s commitment to

strengthening its defense, noting shared concerns over

regional security, particularly China's increasing

military assertiveness. Austin, for his part, reaffirmed

the U.S. commitment to Japan’s defense, including its

"extended deterrence" through nuclear protection for

allies.

Both sides also affirmed the importance of operating

Japan's "counterstrike capabilities" in emergencies and

reiterated the need for peace and stability across the

Taiwan Strait amid growing Chinese pressure on

Taiwan. [Kyodo News] [Ministry of Defense, Japan]

The talks underscored that the Japan-U.S. alliance

remains the cornerstone of Japanese diplomacy and

security.

Japanese, US conducts joint military

exercise

(hs) Japan's Ground Self-Defense Force (GSDF)

conducted its first major drill at the US military's

Yokohama North Dock, near Tokyo, to swiftly deploy

units. This exercise, held on October 17, is part of a

large-scale training that began in September, involving

about 100,000 personnel from across Japan.

Approximately 70 light armored vehicles and trucks

were offloaded from a privately contracted ferry within

an hour. The drill was overseen by GSDF Chief of Staff

General Morishita Yasunori and US Army Japan

commander Major General Dave Womack. [NHK]

The objective of these trainings is to improve

coordination between the different agencies, help the

teams become acquainted with each other's abilities,

and boost readiness for possible future large-scale

rescue missions.

U.S. lawmakers urge Japan to tighten chip

export controls to China

(hs) U.S. lawmakers have urged Japan to strengthen

restrictions on chipmaking equipment sales to China,

warning that if Tokyo fails to act, Washington might
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impose its own curbs on Japanese companies or

prevent toolmakers selling to China from receiving U.S.

semiconductor subsidies. The call was made in a letter

to Japanese Ambassador Shigeo Yamada from the

House China Select Committee’s top members,

Republican John Moolenaar and Democrat Raja

Krishnamoorthi.

The lawmakers argued that restrictions have not

significantly harmed companies like Tokyo Electron,

citing increases in the stock prices of firms such as

Tokyo Electron, ASML, Lam Research, and Applied

Materials. They highlighted the importance of

cooperation between the U.S., Japan, and the

Netherlands, given that these countries are home to

the most important semiconductor toolmakers. The

Japanese embassy did not comment on the matter.

U.S. officials are particularly concerned about China's

ability to produce both advanced and less-advanced

chips, which are crucial to the country's military and

economic ambitions. The letter pointed out that U.S.

export controls have been effective in curbing China's

access to cutting-edge chip technology, but the

lawmakers emphasized that more needs to be done to

limit China's capability in producing less-advanced

processors.

Despite these concerns, Japan and the Netherlands

have been cautious about expanding their restrictions

due to the potential economic repercussions. Japanese

companies, such as Tokyo Electron and Toyota Motor,

rely on the Chinese market, and further restrictions

could provoke retaliatory actions from China, which

has already threatened to limit Japan’s access to critical

minerals.

The Biden administration has been pressing allies to

implement stricter export controls, with a focus on

preventing their nationals from maintaining or

repairing advanced chipmaking equipment in China.

While multilateral cooperation is preferred, the U.S.

has considered unilateral actions, such as invoking the

foreign direct product rule (FDPR), which would allow

Washington to regulate goods made overseas with

even minimal U.S. technology.

The letter also suggested using the U.S. Chips Act

funding as leverage, raising the possibility of restricting

funds to companies or countries that continue to

supply advanced semiconductor manufacturing tools

to China. The U.S. remains concerned that without

coordinated international efforts, China's chip

ambitions could undermine the technological and

military capabilities of the U.S. and its allies. [The Japan

Times] [The Register]
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US F-35B fighter jet lands on Japanese

destroyer Kaga

(hs) A U.S. F-35B stealth fighter jet made its first

landing on the Japanese destroyer Kaga in waters off

San Diego on October 20. The Maritime Self-Defense

Force (MSDF) announced the vertical test landing, part

of efforts to convert the Kaga into a fully operational

aircraft carrier. This exercise, conducted in cooperation

with the U.S. Navy and Marine Corps, will run until

November 18, 2024. It is intended to confirm the jet's

compatibility with the vessel, including takeoff, storage,

fueling, and maintenance procedures.

The Kaga, an Izumo-class destroyer, was modified in

March 2024 to enhance its flight deck for aircraft

landings. A similar exercise took place in 2021, when

an F-35B performed landing and takeoff tests on

another Japanese destroyer, the Izumo. The Japanese

government has designated both vessels for

conversion into aircraft carriers as part of its broader

defense strategy, representing a significant boost in

Japan's ability to project air power and defend its

maritime interests. [Kyodo News]

Japan has been gradually increasing its defense

budget, moving away from its post-World War II

pacifist stance, which limited its military capacity to

self-defense. [Forecast International]

Laos ships bananas to China via inaugural

international cold-chain train of the

China-Laos Railway

(dql) The first shipment of 390 tons of fresh bananas

from Laos arrived at Beijing's Jing Ping Logistics Hub on

October 20 via the inaugural international cold-chain

train of the China-Laos Railway (Vientiane-Kunming-

Beijing). The China-Laos Railway aims to boost regional

trade, with regular train operations expected by early

December, according to the Pinggu district

government.

China imports around 700,000 tons of bananas from

Laos annually. The China-Laos Railway freight service is

expected to also facilitate exports from the Beijing-

Tianjin-Hebei region to Southeast Asia under the Belt

and Road Initiative. [Global Times]
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Laos, Australia launch joint forest

restoration initiative

(dql) The Laotian Ministry of Agriculture and Forestry

and the Australian government have launched a five-

year, USD 2.9 million project to combat deforestation

and forest degradation in rural communities.

The project is funded by the Australian Centre for

International Agricultural Research (ACIAR) and seeks

to assist Laos in achieving 70 percent forest cover by

2030, while addressing environmental and economic

challenges.

Under the initiative, forest restoration techniques will

be co-develop with local communities, with a focus on

sustainable methods that benefit the two-thirds of the

Lao population dependent on forests for food, fuel,

and medicine. The initiative also aims to train the next

generation of Lao forest scientists and create

economic opportunities through forest restoration.

In addition, the project prioritizes gender inclusion,

ensuring women's participation in natural resource

management to enhance its impact and sustainability.

[The Laotian Times]

Malaysia and the Philippines pursue

negotiations regarding South China Sea

disputes

(oc) Malaysia and the Philippines are committed to

pushing negotiations on the South China Sea with the

aim to establish a ‘code of conduct’ that would work

hand in hand with international laws like the United

Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea (UNCLOS).

Anwar Ibrahim, the Malaysian prime minister, said he

discussed these matters with the Philippines’ Foreign

Secretary, Enrique A. Manalo. The Filipino official

visited Malaysia on October 16 for the 8th Malaysian-

Phillipines Joint Commission Meeting (JCM).

In recent months disputes who controls various

territories across the South China Sea have arisen.

China has claimed territories that are close to the

shores of several Southeast Asian nations and of which

they also claim as their own.

Anwar said this meeting was important because it

shows how the two respective nations are working

together to incite peace at such a pivotal moment.

After all the two nations, according to Ibrahim, have
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not held a meeting like this since 2011 showing the

importance of contemporary times. [Bernama] [Edge

Malaysia]

Malaysia aims to strengthen relations

with Germany

(oc) Malaysian Defense Minister Mohamed Khaled

Nordin has expressed optimism about establishing

closer relations with Germany, particularly in the

defense sector, during his visit to German warships

docked at the Port Klang Cruise Terminal. He noted

that Malaysia and Germany have maintained strong

defense cooperation for years and aims to further

strengthen this partnership in the future.

Nordin emphasized his desire for enhanced

collaboration with Germany in both maritime and

aerial domains. He highlighted the significance of

increased German involvement at the Langkawi

International Maritime and Aerospace Exhibition next

year, alongside the Enable and Enhance initiative, as a

key objective.

The increased maritime cooperation was underscored

by the arrival of German navy ships in Malaysia on

October 15. The FGS Baden-Württemberg and FGS

Frankfurt am Main were the first German vessels to

visit the Southeast Asian nation since 2002. [Bernama]

[The Star]

Malaysia and China boost halal trade with

new initiatives

(ga) The Malaysian government is taking steps to

enhance halal trade with China through the

establishment of the Malaysia-China Halal Trade

Corridor. Deputy Prime Minister Dr. Ahmad Zahid

Hamidi announced that comprehensive infrastructure

and facilities will be developed in Pahang and Perak to

support the halal sector. The Pahang government has

already allocated 101 hectares of land at the Gebeng

Halal Hub for Chinese investors, with plans to expand

this to 202 hectares following positive feedback from

China.

Zahid Hamidi emphasized the importance of attracting

investment in the halal industry, which includes areas

such as herbal medicine, food and beverages, vaccines,

cosmetics, and pharmaceuticals. He also stated that

the halal hub would feature factories and industrial
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parks to facilitate operations. The initiative is part of

broader efforts to streamline Malaysian halal

certification processes for entrepreneurs and foster

international collaboration in the halal market. [New

Straits Times]

Maldives drops partnership with US firm

to reform country's financial situation

(sl) The Maldivian government has decided to end its

partnership with US investment banking firm

Centerview Partners, initially intended to help address

the country's financial challenges. According to a

Finance Ministry official, the decision follows progress

in delaying and restructuring national debt during

President Mohamed Muizzu's recent international

visits.

The Finance Ministry, Maldives Monetary Authority

(MMA), Maldives Inland Revenue Authority (MIRA), and

the Foreign Ministry will now collaborate to manage

the debt internally, reducing costs by eliminating the

need for foreign consultancy. [the edition]

Mongolia secures landmark U.S.

concessional financing

(fs) The Trade and Development Bank (TDB) of

Mongolia secured long-term concessional funding by

signing an agreement with the U.S. International

Development Finance Corporation (DFC). This deal

marks the first direct engagement between Mongolian

financial institutions and the DFC.

The funding aims to promote financial inclusion,

particularly for women-owned and led micro, small,

and medium enterprises (MSMEs), while also

supporting climate financing to foster sustainable

development in Mongolia.

MSMEs account for approximately 50 percent of

Mongolia’s employment and 90 percent of its

registered businesses, with a financing gap of USD 1.3

billion, 62 percent of which affects women-owned

businesses. The DFC and TDB's partnership is expected

to address this gap and boost Mongolia’s transition to

a green economy, as the country requires an

estimated USD 700 million annually for sustainable

investments. TDB has committed to disbursing USD 2

billion in green financing by 2030.
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Additionally, TDB's opening of a U.S. Dollar clearing

account with the Bank of New York Mellon marks

Mongolia’s reestablishment of direct access to the

global U.S. Dollar payment system after its removal

from the FATF grey list. The FATF (Financial Action Task

Force) grey list includes countries under increased

monitoring due to deficiencies in their anti-money

laundering (AML) and combating the financing of

terrorism (CFT) frameworks. [Montsame]

Mongolia and Singapore reaffirm

commitment to strengthen bilateral

relations

(fs) Mongolia’s Foreign Minister Battsetseg Batmunkh

held a phone conversation with Singapore’s Foreign

Minister Vivian Balakrishnan to discuss expanding

cooperation between the two nations. Battsetseg

emphasized the importance of relations with

Southeast Asia in Mongolia’s foreign policy, reaffirming

the country's commitment to deepening ties with

Singapore both regionally and globally.

Balakrishnan reflected on the Mongolian Prime

Minister's 2022 visit to Singapore as a key moment that

set the course for bilateral cooperation over the next

50 years, expressing Singapore’s interest in enhancing

political dialogue at all levels and fostering deeper

collaboration in the future.

They also discussed expanding cooperation in culture

and tourism through Mongolia's "Go Mongolia"

initiative, exploring joint projects to further enhance

collaboration in these sectors. [Ministry of Foreign

Affairs, Mongolia]

Mongolia and India to strengthen

strategic partnership

(fs) Mongolia’s Prime Minister Luvsannamsrai Oyun-

Erdene met with India’s Minister of External Affairs,

Subrahmanyam Jaishankar, on the sidelines of the

Council of Heads of Government of the Shanghai

Cooperation Organization in Pakistan.

Oyun-Erdene thanked India for its support during the

COVID-19 pandemic, specifically for the early donation

of vaccines to Mongolia. Both leaders expressed

satisfaction with the progress of the Mongolia-India Oil

Refinery project, a key component of their bilateral

cooperation that is expected to be completed in 2026
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and agreed to maintain close collaboration to

complete the project as scheduled.

Additionally, the two sides discussed plans to celebrate

the 70th anniversary of diplomatic relations between

Mongolia and India in 2025, reaffirming their

commitment to strengthening their strategic

partnership and expanding cooperation across various

sectors. [Montsame]

Australian Senate President pays official

visit to Mongolia to strengthen bilateral

cooperation

(fs) President of the Australian Senate Susan Lines paid

an official visit to Mongolia from October 16-19, at the

invitation of the Chairman of the State Great Khural,

Amarbayasgalan Dashzegve.

During the meeting, both parties initiated negotiations

on a bilateral social security agreement, aiming to

improve access to social security benefits for

individuals who have lived or worked in both countries.

Australian Minister for Social Services Amanda

Rishworth highlighted the potential of the agreement

to strengthen ties with Mongolia and offer greater

flexibility for eligible individuals regarding their

retirement choices. She also emphasized the

agreement's potential to benefit both individuals and

businesses by allowing people to claim social security

payments from both countries.

Mongolian Ambassador Davaasuren Damdinsuren to

Australia expressed support for the negotiations,

seeing it as a milestone in reinforcing bilateral ties and

protecting the rights of citizens living overseas. [Aki

Press]

Chinese diplomat urges KIO to halt

offensive after key capture in Kachin

state

(sc) Chinese Envoy to Myanmar Deng Xijun met with

Kachin Independence Organisation (KIO) leaders,

including Chairperson Gam Shawng, in Yingjiang,

China, following the KIO's recent capture of Chipwe, a

strategic town in northern Kachin State.

Chipwe, known for its rare-earth mining, was taken

from a junta-allied Border Guard Force, raising
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concerns about regional stability. The meeting, held

near the KIO’s headquarters, highlighted China’s

strategic interest in the region's valuable resources.

[Myanmar Now]

During the talks, China urged the Kachin Independence

Army (KIA), the KIO’s armed wing, to halt its offensive

against the junta. However, the KIA declined, resisting

Beijing's pressure to compromise with the junta.

Similar diplomatic pressure has also been exerted on

other ethnic armed groups, including the MNDAA,

UWSA, and TNLA, following a visit by Chinese Foreign

Minister Wang Yi to Myanmar in August. [Myanmar

Now]

Chinese forces allegedly fire on junta’s

MiG-29 near border

(sc) Reports circulating on X [formerly Twitter] and

Telegram, alongside a video, suggest that Chinese

forces allegedly fired on a junta’s Myanmar Air Force

MiG-29 fighter jet near the Chinese border. The

incident, believed to have occurred on October 19,

remains unverified, and the exact timing is unclear.

The video shows anti-aircraft tracer rounds lighting up

the night sky, with voices, purportedly from Chinese

soldiers, heard off-screen. The Myanmar jet was

reportedly conducting airstrikes against rebel forces,

though it is unclear which groups were targeted.

[Babak Taghvaee] [Bulgarian Military]

The region near the Sino-Myanmar border has been a

flashpoint, with recent conflicts intensifying. The

Kachin Independence Army (KIA) and allied forces

recently captured Panwa town, leading to the closure

of nearby border crossings by China. Following the

viral video, an explosion occurred at the Chinese

Consulate in Mandalay, with the incident condemned

by the National Unity Government. Reports linked the

attack to Pyu Saw Htee, a member of the Myanmar

military. [Connect Burma]

The Myanmar Air Force's MiG-29 jets, acquired in the

mid-2000s as part of a military modernization effort,

play a vital role in air operations against insurgent

groups. These versatile jets, originally from Russia, are

known for their speed, advanced weaponry, and multi-

role capabilities, allowing them to perform air patrols

and ground-attack missions. Recent conflicts highlight

ongoing instability in the northern regions, with

Myanmar’s air capabilities under increased scrutiny.

[Bulgarian Military]
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Explosion at Chinese consulate in

Mandalay sparks security concerns

(sc) An explosion slightly damaged the Chinese

Consulate in Mandalay on October 18, causing damage

to roof tiles but resulting in no casualties.

Myanmar's junta condemned the attack, attributing it

to "terrorists," and announced an investigation to

apprehend those responsible. No group has claimed

responsibility for the incident. [The Associated Press]

The National Unity Government (NUG) swiftly

denounced the attack, expressing concern over its

potential to incite ethnic hatred. The NUG accused the

junta of provoking anti-China sentiments, emphasizing

their opposition to acts that could damage diplomatic

relations or stir conflicts. They reiterated a

commitment to peaceful dialogue and condemned the

exploitation of nationalist movements by the junta.

Following the incident, security around the consulate

has been tightened, with road closures implemented in

the area. [National Unity Government] [The Associated

Press]

The Chinese foreign ministry has activated an

emergency response and lodged serious protests with

Myanmar, urging swift action to identify and

apprehend the attackers. [Ministry of Foreign Affairs,

China]

Thailand authority seizes raw drugs and

chemicals destined for Myanmar

(tl) Thailand's Narcotics Bureau has seized 830 tons of

raw drugs and chemicals owned by a Chinese national,

destined for Myanmar. The drugs were discovered in a

warehouse located in the Ban Mae Kuet Sam housing

estate in Mae Sot township, near the Thailand-

Myanmar border. The seized materials include 1,700

tanks containing sodium hydroxide, sodium

methylamine, hydrobromic acid, and various raw

materials.

Thai authorities reported that if the drug gang had

succeeded in transporting these chemical ingredients

across the border, they could have generated

hundreds of billions of baht. The seized drug

paraphernalia was stored in two warehouses and was

en route to Myanmar when authorities intercepted it.

[VOA in Burmese][Thaiger]
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Myanmar: Bangladeshi fishermen rescued

from pirates and returned home after

Arakan Army assistance

(sc) Sixteen Bangladeshi fishermen were rescued after

being attacked and held captive by armed pirates while

fishing in the Bay of Bengal. The group, led by Hamaar

Ulaas, left Cox’s Bazar on September 28, 2024, for a

two-week fishing expedition. On October 4, about 60

armed pirates in three motorboats attacked, robbing

the fishermen of their supplies, equipment, and

money, while detaining them for two days. On October

7, the Arakan Coast Guard spotted the boat near

Kyaukpandu Beach, Maungdaw, and successfully

rescued the fishermen, who received medical

treatment for injuries sustained during the ordeal.

[Arakan Army]

Following their rescue, the Arakan Army facilitated

negotiations with the Border Guard Bangladesh (BGB).

On October 14, the fishermen were safely handed over

to the BGB at the Naf River's neutral line and then

reunited with their families. Authorities confirmed that

the pirates had released the fishermen on October 7,

after which they sought help from local Myanmar

civilians. BGB officials acknowledged the cooperation

from the Arakan Army, which led to the fishermen's

return after being notified on October 13. [Bangladesh

Sangbad Sangstha]

Russian warships arrive in Myanmar to

participate in joint training

(nf) Four warships from Russia's Pacific Fleet,

accompanied by one support vessel, arrived in Yangon,

Myanmar, anchoring at Thilawa Port on October 20 to

conduct combined military maneuvers with the

Myanmar Navy. This follows a similar series of

maritime security drills in November last year in the

northern waters of the Kapali Sea, which included

underwater operations and other live-fire activities.

The Military Council announced a new five-day naval

exercise in the northern part of the Kapali Sea,

featuring live ammunition. These drills are part of

ongoing military cooperation between Myanmar and

Russia, with more than 50 joint operations planned for

this year, according to the Russian Ministry of Defense.

Since the military coup in Myanmar in 2021, the junta

has continued its naval expansion and strengthened its

coast guard amid persistent challenges on land. During

this port call, the Russian naval teams are expected to
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participate in a conducted tour of prominent sites in

Yangon, as well as engage in bilateral sports events

and harbor-phase activities with their Myanmar

counterparts. [BBC Burmese] [Narinjara News]

Chinese high-level delegation meets

Nepalese top political leaders in

Kathmandu

(lm) A high-level delegation from the Communist Party

of China (CPC), led by Chen Gang, Secretary of the CPC

Qinghai Provincial Committee, visited Kathmandu on

October 20. This visit marks a renewal of high-level

interactions between China and Nepal after a period of

reduced diplomatic engagement.

The Chinese delegation's visit centered around briefing

Nepal's political leaders on the outcomes of the 3rd

Plenary Session of the 20th CPC Central Committee,

held from July 15 to 18 in Beijing. The briefing, co-

hosted by the International Department of the CPC

and the CPC Qinghai Provincial Committee, took place

at a hotel in Kathmandu, with National Assembly

Chairman Narayan Dahal invited as the chief guest.

Representatives from 14 parties in Nepal’s 275-

member House, along with two independents,

received invitations.

Upon arrival, the delegation met with major political

leaders, including Nepali Congress President Sher

Bahadur Deuba, CPN (Maoist Centre) Chairman

Pushpa Kamal Dahal, and Prime Minister KP Sharma

Oli. Additionally, CPN-UML General Secretary Shankar

Pokhrel hosted a dinner to honor the visiting officials.

The invitation, received by 14 parties represented in

Nepal’s 275-member House, along with two

independents, was communicated to the Nepali

government without formal permission but with prior

notification. National Assembly Chairman Narayan

Dahal was invited as the chief guest.

During his meeting with the delegation, Prime Minister

Oli reaffirmed Nepal’s commitment to the 'One China'

policy, emphasizing that no anti-China activities would

be permitted within Nepal's territory. He also

discussed the need for continued economic support

from China, proposing stronger bilateral cooperation

and trade ties. Oli praised China’s advancements in

poverty alleviation under President Xi Jinping’s

leadership and expressed interest in adopting similar

development models for Nepal.

https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-slytjx-l-dju/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-slytjx-l-dtl/


Chen Jining, representing the CPC delegation, assured

ongoing support for Nepal’s development and respect

for its political decisions. [The Kathmandu Post 1] [The

Kathmandu Post 2] [The Hindu]

Nepal’s Prime Minister Oli seeks Japan’s

support for BP Highway reconstruction

(lm) Nepal's Prime Minister KP Sharma Oli has

requested Japan's assistance for reconstructing the BP

Highway, which sustained severe damage from recent

floods and landslides. As the shortest route linking

eastern and some southern districts to Kathmandu,

the highway was originally built with Japanese support.

During a meeting with Japanese Ambassador Kikuta

Yutaka on October 16, Oli highlighted the need for

significant financial and technical resources to restore

the route.

The floods and landslides have destroyed over 12

kilometers of the highway, prompting temporary

measures to resume light vehicle movement ahead of

the Dashain festival. The reconstruction is estimated to

cost NPR 20–25 billion (USD 150–187.5 million),

according to the government’s preliminary

assessment.

While Japan had previously supported repairs after the

2015 earthquake, Oli hopes for similar aid this time.

The Japanese ambassador expressed sympathy for the

damages and promised to convey the request to

Tokyo, though his response remained noncommittal.

[The Kathmandu Post]

North Korea blows up parts of northern

side of inter-Korean roads

(bw) According to the South Korean military, North

Korea blew up parts of the northern inter-Korean

roads on October 15, specifically the Gyeongui and

Donghae roads north of the Military Demarcation Line

(MDL).

This follows Pyongyang cutting off the Gyeongui and

Donghae railways in August. Despite the significance of

these actions, North Korea's state media, including the

Rodong Sinmun and KCNA, did not immediately report

the event. [Yonhap News Agency]

The road destruction aligns with North Korea's recent

military strategy to cut off all road and rail links with

South Korea and fortify its border. This move is
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consistent with Kim Jong-un's statements labeling

inter-Korean relations as hostile and in a state of war

and his call in January to permanently sever cross-

border connections, abandoning the goal of

unification. [KCNA]

North Korea stops using 'juche' calendar

in effort to reinforce Kim's leadership

(bw) North Korea has ceased using its "juche" calendar,

a system symbolizing the late founder Kim Il-sung, in

what is seen as an effort to reinforce Kim Jong-un's

leadership. [Yonhap News Agency]

The Juche calendar starts with the birth of North

Korea's founder, Kim Il-sung. His birth year, 1912 in the

Gregorian calendar, is marked as "Juche 1" in this

system. It was officially introduced in 1997, three years

after Kim Il-sung's death. [KCNA]

While recent official statements, including those from

Kim Jong-un, referenced the current year as Juche 113,

a statement of Kim Yo-jo, the North Korean leader’s

sister, on October 12 referred to the year as "2024,"

omitting the juche system.

North Korea's main newspaper, Rodong Sinmun, used

the juche calendar until October 12 but switched to the

Gregorian calendar the following day.

This move is seen as part of Kim Jong-un's effort to

establish his own cult of personality, distancing himself

from the legacies of his predecessors. Experts believe

the shift may happen gradually rather than an abrupt

discontinuation. [NK News]

North Korea’s revised constitution labels

South Korea as “hostile state” for first

time

(mc) According to a public announcement made by

North Korean state media on October 17, South Korea

has been officially defined as a “hostile state” with the

revision of the North Korean constitution.

This amendment to the constitution was approved in

meeting of the Supreme People's Assembly of North

Korea. [Deutsche Welle]

South Korea's Unification Ministry strongly condemned

the constitutional amendment, calling it an “anti-

https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-slytjx-l-dtd/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-slytjx-l-dth/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-slytjx-l-dtk/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-slytjx-l-dtu/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-slytjx-l-dil/


unification, anti-national act.” [The Associated Press]

On October 18, in the publicly disclosed information by

North Korean state media, it was stated that North

Korean leader Kim Jong-Un underlined that North

Korea does not hesitate to launch a military action if

South Korea puts North Korea's national security at

risk during his talks with the high-ranking military

officers. [South China Morning Post]

Since the 1950-1953 Korean War ended with an

armistice and not a peace treaty, the two Koreas

technically remain at war.

North Korea claims discovery of South

Korean drone remains

(mc) North Korea has announced that it had found the

remains of a drone allegedly sent by South Korea,

which it said was identical to the drone displayed on

the Armed Forces Day in Seoul in early October.

[Yonhap News Agency]

South Korea, in response to North Korea's allegations,

confidently dismissed them as “not worth responding

to,” as stated by the South Korean General Staff.

[Associated Press 1]

According to the North Korean Ministry of Defense its

forensic examination of the remains found the drone

was a long-range reconnaissance drone directed by

the South Korean Drone Operation Command.

[Anadolu Agency]

Pyongyang publicly accused South Korea of using

drones to drop anti-North Korean propaganda leaflets

three times in October. It made a public statement that

any further violations by South Korea would be

considered a declaration of war and would be met with

retaliation. [Associated Press 2]

China commits up to USD 13 billion in

Pakistani free trade zone amid calls for

urgent security measures

(lm/ht) The China Asia Economic Development

Association (CAEDA) has announced plans to invest up

to USD 13 billion in a free trade zone in Pakistan over

the next five years, with an initial layout between USD

8-13 billion and potential expansion to USD 30 billion.

The project aims to cater to both domestic needs and
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global exports, including the development of a duty-

free shopping mall. This comes as Pakistan grapples

with an economic crisis marked by declining foreign

reserves and a weakening currency.

Supported by Pakistan’s Special Investment Facilitation

Council (SIFC), which was established last year to

expedite foreign investment, CAEDA’s plan represents

a significant boost for the struggling economy. The

initiative includes USD 500 million already invested in

20 fishing boats sent to Pakistan, along with ongoing

discussions in sectors like energy, healthcare, and

infrastructure. [Arab News]

Additionally, Pakistan’s meat exports to China reached

USD 3.37 million from January to September 2024,

driven by growing Chinese interest in high-quality

Pakistani meat. [APP News]

China, a crucial ally to Pakistan, has invested over USD

65 billion in infrastructure projects under the China-

Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC) as part of Beijing's

Belt and Road Initiative (BRI). However, recent attacks

on Chinese nationals by militants in Pakistan have

strained relations. The most recent attack, a suicide

bombing in Karachi that killed two Chinese engineers,

took place just days before Chinese Premier Li Qiang’s

visit to Islamabad—his first in 11 years.

During Premier Li’s visit, which coincided with the

Shanghai Cooperation Organization (SCO) summit,

China called for immediate measures to enhance

security for its citizens and projects in Pakistan. In

response, Pakistan committed to strengthening

security measures and coordination to ensure the

safety of Chinese personnel, infrastructure, and

institutions.

The joint statement emphasized “comprehensive

efforts” to provide a secure environment for Chinese

investments, while Beijing underscored the urgency of

targeted security initiatives. Both sides reaffirmed their

commitment to advancing CPEC, signaling a strategic

push to upgrade the economic corridor despite

security challenges. [Voice of America]

India’s top diplomat Jaishankar makes

rare trip to Pakistan for SCO summit

(lm/tj/mra) Indian External Affairs Minister S.

Jaishankar traveled to Islamabad last week to attend a

high-level Shanghai Cooperation Organisation (SCO)

summit, marking the first visit by an Indian foreign

minister to Pakistan since 2015 and the first visit by
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any Indian minister since 2016. During his trip,

Jaishankar participated in SCO-related meetings but

had no bilateral engagements with Pakistani officials,

consistent with India's firm stance on limited

engagement until Pakistan addresses terrorism

concerns.

While Jaishankar’s visit represents a degree of

stabilization in India-Pakistan relations, core issues

remain unresolved. India's relations with Pakistan have

been fraught since a militant attack on an Indian Air

Force base in 2016, which followed Prime Minister

Narendra Modi’s surprise visit to Pakistan. Tensions

further escalated in 2019 after a terrorist attack in

India, a brief military crisis, and India’s decision to

revoke the special autonomy of Indian-administered

Kashmir. However, a 2021 border truce has led to a

relatively stable period, allowing Jaishankar's trip to

take place. [Deutsche Welle]

Reacting to Jaishankar’s visit, former Pakistani Prime

Minister Nawaz Sharif called it a "beginning" that could

potentially pave the way for further dialogue. Sharif

emphasized the need to break from historical conflicts

and focus on shared priorities like trade, energy, and

climate change. He proposed restoring trade ties

severed in 2019 and expressed optimism for cricket

matches between the two nations. He also suggested

that Indian and Pakistani leaders could meet at the

upcoming Climate Change Conference of Parties (CoP)

in November. Sharif criticized his successor, Imran

Khan, for making damaging remarks about Modi,

which he believes negatively impacted bilateral

relations. He advocated for easing visa procedures and

addressing trade barriers, which currently force goods

to be routed through third countries like Dubai. [The

Hindu]

Meanwhile, the United States welcomed the diplomatic

thaw but emphasized that the scope of any dialogue

must be determined by India and Pakistan themselves.

[The News International] [GEO News]

Prime Ministers of Pakistan, Russia vow

stronger ties at SCO summit

(ja) Pakistan’s Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif and

Russian Prime Minister Mikhail Mishustin agreed to

enhance cooperation in various sectors, including

trade, energy, and defense, during their meeting on

the sidelines of the Shanghai Cooperation Organisation

(SCO) summit in Islamabad on October 16. The leaders

emphasized the importance of strengthening bilateral
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relations and boosting collaboration at multilateral

forums such as the United Nations and SCO.

During the meeting, Prime Minister Sharif reaffirmed

Pakistan's commitment to deepening economic and

political ties with Russia, recalling his recent visit to

Moscow and a productive meeting with President

Vladimir Putin in Astana earlier this year. The two

leaders also discussed the possibility of direct flights

between the two countries to improve connectivity.

Mishustin commended Pakistan’s arrangements for

the SCO summit and expressed a desire to take

bilateral cooperation to the next level. He also

welcomed Pakistan’s bid for BRICS membership,

further strengthening Islamabad’s position on the

global stage.

Both leaders agreed to maintain close collaboration in

all areas of mutual interest, enhance people-to-people

ties, and improve banking cooperation to facilitate

trade and investment. [thenews.com.pk] [geo.tv]

[tribune.com.pk]

Pakistan, Iran discuss boosting trade,

industrial ties at SCO summit

(mra) On the sidelines of the 2024 Shanghai

Cooperation Organization (SCO) summit, Pakistan's

Federal Minister for Commerce, Jam Kamal Khan, and

Iran's Minister for Industry, Mining, and Trade,

Mohammad Atabak, engaged in high-level discussions

to enhance trade relations, industrial cooperation, and

cultural exchange.

Khan and Atabak emphasized the strategic importance

of their nations as gateways to Central Asia and the

Middle East, advocating for stronger economic ties and

exploring untapped trade potential. They discussed

leveraging the SCO platform to promote regional

stability and growth, agreeing to address trade barriers

and streamline regulations for smoother business

interactions.

Atabak extended an invitation to Khan for a high-level

visit to Iran, with both sides committing to develop

action plans for ongoing discussions. [The Express

Tribune] [Pakistan Today]

Pakistan’s President calls for enhanced

economic ties with Turkmenistan
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(tf) Pakistan’s President Asif Ali Zardari called for

enhanced economic cooperation between Pakistan

and Turkmenistan during a meeting with

Turkmenistan’s Deputy Chairman of the Cabinet of

Ministers and Minister of Foreign Affairs, Rashid

Meredov, in Islamabad.

Zardari emphasized boosting business relations and

improving stock exchange linkages between the two

nations for mutual benefits. He also reiterated

Pakistan’s commitment to completing the

Turkmenistan-Afghanistan-Pakistan-India (TAPI) Gas

Pipeline project, which is expected to facilitate regional

energy security and economic growth. The pipeline

aims to transport natural gas from Turkmenistan to

South Asia, overcoming challenges such as security

risks and coordination delays.

The meeting, held on the sidelines of the Shanghai

Cooperation Organization (SCO) summit, also focused

on shared prosperity and regional stability, with both

sides reaffirming strong bilateral ties. The Turkmen

delegation conveyed greetings from Turkmen

leadership, expressing gratitude for Pakistan’s

participation in cultural events in Ashgabat. [Nation]

Pakistan’s Naval chief visits Dutch

shipyard, discusses defense collaboration

and shipbuilding

(lm) Pakistan’s Chief of Naval Staff (CNS), Admiral

Naveed Ashraf, toured a shipyard in the Netherlands

on October 19 during his official visit. He was briefed

on ship maintenance and construction activities as part

of efforts to modernize Pakistan's naval capabilities.

The visit comes as Pakistan recently inducted two

advanced warships, PNS Babur and PNS Hunain, into

its fleet. Built in Turkiye and Romania, respectively,

these vessels are equipped with advanced technology

to enhance maritime security and operational

readiness.

During meetings with Dutch military and naval

leadership, Admiral Ashraf discussed mutual defense

collaboration, emphasizing joint exercises and training

exchange programs. He also highlighted Pakistan

Navy's contributions to regional maritime stability

through initiatives like the Regional Maritime Security

Patrols (RMSP) and participation in the Combined

Maritime Force. [Arab News]
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Philippines, US launch war games as

Taiwan detects record number of Chinese

military aircraft around island

(alm) The United States and the Philippines began the

Kamandag (or "Venom") joint military exercises on

October 15 in Luzon, near Taiwan, amid heightened

tensions in the region. This follows a record 153

Chinese military aircraft detected near Taiwan and a

collision between a Chinese vessel and a Philippine

patrol boat in the South China Sea. The drills, involving

over 1,000 troops from each country, along with

participants from Australia, Japan, South Korea, and

the United Kingdom, aim to enhance coastal defense

and crisis response.

While the exercises focus on live-fire drills and

amphibious landings, officials emphasized that they

are not linked to the ongoing tensions over Taiwan.

[CBS News] [U.S. Naval Institute]

The Philippines has faced repeated confrontations with

China over contested areas in the South China Sea,

including ramming incidents and the use of water

cannons. The latest incident involved a Chinese vessel

"deliberately sideswiping" a Filipino boat near the

Spratly Islands, prompting condemnation from Manila

for violating international law and the Philippines'

sovereignty.

Chinese Navy Ship Xu Chang visits

Seychelles for rest and recuperation

(mt) The Chinese Navy Ship Xu Chang, carrying 150

crew members, arrived at Port Victoria, Seychelles, on

October 16 for a three-day rest stop. This visit, the

ship’s first to Seychelles, highlights diplomatic and

military ties between the two countries.

Government officials, Chinese community members,

and local students welcomed the vessel. Seychelles'

Chief of Defence Forces, Brigadier Michael Rosette,

emphasized the visit as a sign of ongoing military

cooperation. [seychellesnewsagency.com]

China, Singapore strengthen bilateral

cooperation at Senior Officials Meeting

(fi) On October 18, China’s Vice Foreign Minister Sun

Weidong and Singapore's Second Permanent Secretary

of the Ministry of Trade and Industry, Jeffrey Siow Chen
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Siang, co-chaired a Senior Officials Meeting of the

China-Singapore Joint Committee of Bilateral

Cooperation in Beijing.

Sun emphasized that the Third Plenary Session of the

20th Communist Party of China Central Committee has

created new development opportunities, which can

benefit Singapore. As next year marks the 35th

anniversary of diplomatic ties, Sun called for stronger

strategic communication and deeper political trust

between the two nations.

Siow noted that the Joint Committee is the highest-

level mechanism for coordinating bilateral cooperation

and highlighted this year’s 20th meeting as a key

milestone. [Ministry of Foreign Affairs China]

India, Singapore hold first-ever Cyber

Policy Dialogue

(fi) On October 17, India and Singapore held their first

Cyber Policy Dialogue in Singapore. Co-chaired by Amit

A. Shukla, Joint Secretary for Cyber Diplomacy from

India's Ministry of External Affairs, and David Koh,

Chief Executive of Singapore’s Cyber Security Agency,

the dialogue focused on key cyber topics, including

threat landscapes, national strategies, global

governance, and bilateral cooperation on threat alerts

and critical infrastructure protection.

This initiative aligns with the digitalization pillar of the

India-Singapore Joint Statement from Prime Minister

Narendra Modi’s visit in September 2024, aiming to

identify areas for further cyber cooperation. [Ministry

of External Affairs India]

Australian Chief of Navy receives

Singapore's prestigious military award

(fi) The Australian Chief of Navy, Vice Admiral Mark

Hammond, was awarded Singapore's Meritorious

Service Medal (Military) by President Tharman

Shanmugaratnam on October 13.

The award recognized his efforts in strengthening

relations between the Royal Australian Navy and the

Republic of Singapore Navy, especially his strong

support for Singapore-hosted information-sharing

efforts, such as the deployment of an Australian

International Liaison Officer to the RSN's information

Fusion Center, which contribute significantly to

regional maritime security efforts.
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During his visit, VADM Hammond met with Singapore's

military leaders, participated in official ceremonies,

and delivered a speech at the Goh Keng Swee

Command and Staff College. [MINDEF Singapore]

South Korean, U.S. military leaders

reaffirm alliance amid increasing North

Korea-Russia collaboration

(mc) During the annual Military Committee Meeting of

the Republic of Korea and the United States, held

virtually on October 18 and attended by senior military

leaders from both countries – including South Korea

Joint Chiefs of Staff (JCS) Chairman Adm. Kim Myung-

soo and his U.S. counterpart Gen. Charles Q. Brown Jr.

– both sides stressed the importance of the US-Korea

Mutual Defence Treaty.

Kim and Brown discussed a wide range of security

issues challenges in the region and on the peninsula,

including the North Korea’s growing missile

capabilities, nuclear threats and cyberattacks. They

also raised concern over deepening military

cooperation between Pyongyang and Moscow.

[Yonhap News Agency]

On inter-Korean ties, Kim expressed concern over

North Korea's repeated sending of trash balloons to

South Korea (see AiR No. 39, September/2024, 4) and

condemned North Korea's official designation of South

Korea as an “enemy state” on October 17 (see article in

this edition). Both sides also stated that the military

rapprochement between North Korea and Russia

destabilizes regional and global security. [Joint Chiefs

of Staff, South Korea]

In addition, the meeting referred to the joint flight of

US B-52 bombers with South Korean and Japanese

fighter jets and the Freedom Edge exercise, which aims

to increase military interaction between the countries,

and emphasized the importance of trilateral security

cooperation involving Japan. [Joint Chiefs of Staff, USA]

Donald Trump vows to push for higher

defense cost sharing for South Korea if he

wins election

(ac) US presidential candidate Donald Trump has

vowed to make South Korea pay USD 10 billion a year

to host US forces stationed in Korea (USFK) if he was in

the presidential office during an interview with
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Bloomberg News on the costs of maintaining US troops

in South Korea. Trump’s remark referred to the

recently concluded defense-cost sharing negotiations

between Seoul and Washington. [Bloomberg]

The defense-cost sharing deal, known as the Special

Measures Agreement (SMA) concluded after 12th

rounds of negotiations. Under the new agreement,

SMA lasts till 2030, but it requires South Korea to raise

its contribution to the cost of USFK by 8.3 percent to

USD 1.47 billion in the first year. As the SMA deal was

sealed within 2024, experts suggested that South

Korea sought an early deal to avoid tough bargaining

in case the former US President, now Republican

presidential candidate Donald Trump returns to the

White House.  (see AiR No. 41, October/2024, 2).

Trump descripted South Korea as “a money machine”

during the interview, implying that South Kore is a

source of funds. Moreover, Trump also confirmed that

when he was in office, he pushed a USD five million

deal for the South Korean counterpart to pay per year.

Trump justified the need to increase the defense cost,

citing the nuclear power North Korea possessed.

Multiple South Korean news outlets translated the

word into “ATM”, with an undertone that highlights

Trump’s attempts to amplify South Korea as

“convenient source of funds.” [The Korea Herald]

In respond to Trump’s remarks, the South Korean

foreign ministry emphasized that the new SMA was a

product of bilateral efforts aimed at achieving a

"reasonable outcome." Despite concerns that Trump, if

reelected, might push for a renegotiation, the ministry

expressed confidence that the agreement would

contribute to stable U.S.-South Korea relations.

[Yonhap News Agency]

Trump has criticized U.S. allies for not contributing

enough to collective defense. Thus, observers expect

that Trump will demand higher contributions from

South Korea upon his return to the White House. [VOA]

South Korea expresses disappointment

over Japanese Prime Miniter Ishiba’s

offering to Yasukuni Shrine

(ac) South Korea’s Ministry of Foreign Affairs issued a

statement expressing “deep disappointment and

regret” over Japanese Prime Minister Shigeru Ishiba’s

offering to the Yasukuni Shrine ahead of the election.

While neither South Korea nor China mentioned Ishiba
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by name in their respective statements, South Korea

strongly urged Japan to confront its historical actions

and demonstrate, “through action,” a commitment to

improving future relations between the two countries.

[Ministry of Foreign Affairs, South Korea]

The Yasukuni Shrine honors 2.5 million war dead,

including 14 Japanese wartime leaders convicted as

war criminals by an Allied tribunal. The shrine is often

seen as a symbol of Japan’s continuation of its

militarism and past wars of aggression.

Ishiba’s offering was part of a customary rite made

during autumn and spring festivals, a tradition

followed by several politicians and government

officials. However, these offerings frequently draw

criticism from various Asian countries, which view the

shrine as a symbol of Japan's militaristic past. [Reuters]

Although relations between Japan and South Korea

have improved in recent years under former Japanese

Prime Minister Fumio Kishida and South Korean

President Yoon Suk Yeol, South Korea had also

expressed ‘disappointment’ over Kishida’s previous

offerings to the shrine. [The Independent]

South Korea’s KF-21 shortlisted for

Philippine fighter jet deal

(ac) The Philippine government has reportedly

shortlisted South Korea’s KF-21, developed by Korea

Aerospace Industries (KAI), and Lockheed Martin’s F-16

for its multirole fighter (MRF) aircraft procurement

project.

Launched in August, the MRF project has a budget of

up to USD 6.95 billion, with over USD 1.1 billion

allocated for the purchase of 10 aircraft to strengthen

the Philippines’ readiness in addressing growing

tensions in the South China Sea.

Experts note that while the KF-21 is more

technologically advanced than its competitors, it is also

more affordable, with an estimated unit cost of USD

71.5 million. The KF-21 can carry a maximum payload

of 7,700 kilograms and reach speeds of 2,200 kph. It is

powered by the GE Aerospace F414 engine and

equipped with advanced electronic warfare systems,

including AESA radar.

In contrast, Lockheed Martin’s F-16, estimated at USD

43 million per unit, is classified as a fourth-generation

fighter jet and lacks stealth capabilities and the

https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-slytjx-l-dkd/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-slytjx-l-dkh/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-slytjx-l-dkk/


advanced electronic warfare systems found in the KF-

21.

The Philippines previously imported 12 FA-50s from

KAI in 2014, and KAI has provided logistical and military

support, including maintenance, repair, and overhaul

(MRO) services. To strengthen its bid, KAI highlighted

its successful export record of the FA-50s and

promised similar maintenance services, including

system and weapons upgrades, if the KF-21 is selected.

[The Korea Economic Daily]

South Korea selects US-based

Schlumberger to analyze gas field in the

East Sea

(ac) The Korea National Oil Corporation has selected

U.S.-based Schlumberger to lead the “mud logging”

operations and conduct a technological evaluation of

rock, gas, and other components at the Great Whale

Deep-Sea Gas Field in Korea’s East Sea. Schlumberger

is scheduled to begin the initial examination in

December, acquiring geological data through rock

analysis, hydrocarbon testing, and gas composition

analysis after the first exploration phase.

S&P Global has been appointed as an investment

advisor, with expertise in forecasting global energy

markets, identifying commodity-specific price trends,

and providing research and advisory services related

to investments, including mergers and acquisitions

(M&As). [Yonhap News]

Mud logging involves evaluating geological formations

by measuring and analyzing the quantity and

composition of gases in the drilling mud extracted

from potential sites.

The government is preparing to grant a new mining

concession based on promising results from a second

borehole, with plans to drill at least five boreholes over

the next five years, despite the project's 20 percent

success rate.

If successful, the project could uncover between 3.5

billion and 14 billion barrels of gas and oil. This

quantity would be enough to meet the country's gas

demand for up to 29 years and its oil demand for four

years, according to Rep. Kim Won-i of the main

opposition Democratic Party (DP), who cited data from

the Korea National Oil Corporation. [Business Korea]
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South Korea assesses humanitarian

assistance to Afghanistan

(jb) The South Korean Special Government

Representative for Afghanistan and Pakistan, Lee

Kyung Chul, held a meeting with representatives of UN

organizations to discuss the state of humanitarian

assistance meted out to Afghanistan amidst a

worsening humanitarian crisis.

The meeting, held on October 16, reviewed

Afghanistan's current situation and the status of

various humanitarian projects funded by the South

Korean government, which are being implemented

through international organizations. Between 2021

and 2023, South Korea contributed USD 74 million to

these efforts, supporting organizations such as the

World Food Programme, UNICEF, the UN High

Commissioner for Human Rights, the UN Population

Fund, and the International Organization for Migration.

[Ministry of Foreign Affairs, South Korea]

The South Korean government pledged its continued

support for humanitarian aid in Afghanistan, with a

focus on addressing urgent issues including food

shortages, displacement, and protecting vulnerable

populations. [The Khaama Press]

UN Special Representative of the Secretary-General in

Afghanistan, Roza Otunbayeva, last month accused the

Taliban rulers of “exacerbating this crisis by policies

that focus insufficiently on the real needs of its people

and undermine its economic potential.” [UN]

17 Indian fishermen repatriated from Sri

Lanka following arrest for poaching

(lm) Seventeen Indian fishermen arrested by the Sri

Lankan Navy for allegedly poaching in Sri Lankan

waters have been repatriated and are on their way to

Tamil Nadu, India, according to a statement from the

Indian High Commission in Colombo. The incident is

part of ongoing tensions over fishing rights in the Palk

Strait, a narrow waterway that separates Tamil Nadu

from Sri Lanka and serves as a rich fishing ground for

both countries.

Both nations frequently arrest fishermen for

inadvertently crossing into each other's territorial

waters, with reports of Sri Lankan Navy personnel

sometimes firing at Indian fishermen and seizing

boats, while India claims similar actions from Sri

Lankan authorities. The Sri Lankan Navy reports that
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so far in 2024, 413 Indian fishermen have been

arrested, and 55 trawlers have been seized. [Business

Standard 1]

In parallel, India has doubled its grant to roughly USD

2.04 million to enhance education infrastructure for

the Indian-origin Tamil community in Sri Lanka's

plantation areas. The funding aims to upgrade nine

schools, with six located in the Central Province, and

one each in the Uva, Sabaragamuwa, and Southern

Provinces. [Business Standard 2]

Sri Lankan vessel fined and seized for

illegal fishing in Maldivian waters

(lm) The Civil Court has fined the owner of the Sri

Lankan vessel Pushpa Kumara MVR 400,000 (USD

26,000) after it was found fishing illegally in Maldivian

waters. The Ministry of Fisheries and Ocean Resources

filed the case, resulting in the vessel’s seizure by the

state. The court ruled in absentia that vessel owner

Thamantha Rukumal Perera must pay the fine within

30 days from October 15.

The Maldives has previously taken similar action

against foreign vessels for illegal fishing activities in its

waters. [the edition]

US attack drone to be delivered to Taiwan

by 2030

(hs) The Taiwanese government announced that the

American Institute in Taiwan (AIT) – the de-facto US

embassy in Taiwan – has won the bid for an arms

procurement package.

The deal involves two types of U.S. attack drones, to be

delivered by 2030. The Ministry of National Defense

revealed that the procurement includes 720

Switchblade 300 drones, designed for targeting

personnel, valued at NTD 1.74 billion (USD 54 million),

and 291 ALTIUS 600M-V drones, for targeting armored

vehicles, costing NTD 3.53 billion.

The Switchblade 300, produced by AeroVironment, has

a range of 30 kilometers, a loiter time of 20 minutes,

and carries a 3.7-pound explosive payload. The ALTIUS

600M-V, made by Anduril Industries, has a greater

range of 440 kilometers, endurance of up to four

hours, and can serve as both a loitering munition and

reconnaissance drone.
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The deal is part of Taiwan's broader "asymmetric"

defense strategy, emphasizing the importance of

modern drones in contemporary warfare. [Focus

Taiwan]

Former Taiwanese President Tsai Ing-wen

visits France and Belgium

(hs) Former Taiwanese President Tsai Ing-wen last

week visited the French Senate and the European

Parliament in Brussels, concluding her European tour

started with a visit in the Czech Republic to attend the

“Forum 2000” conference (see No. 42, October/2024,

3).

Jean-Baptiste Lemoyne, chair of the Senate's Taiwan

Friendship Group Lemoyne revealed that China tried to

dissuade him from hosting Tsai. Similarly, French

National Assembly member Eric Bothorel shared that

the Chinese embassy warned him against attending

the luncheon.

Tsai highlighted growing cooperation in trade,

technology, and culture, mentioning Taiwan-friendly

resolutions passed by the French Parliament in 2021.

[Taiwan News]

Subsequently, Tsai visited Brussels becoming the first

Taiwanese former head of state to address the

European Parliament. In her speech, Tsai emphasized

the strong partnership between Taiwan and Europe,

built on shared values of democracy, freedom, and

human rights. She highlighted Taiwan's resilience in

defending its democratic principles against

authoritarian pressure and its role as a reliable partner

in strengthening global supply chains and economic

security.

Tsai expressed hope that Europe would continue

supporting Taiwan’s participation in international

organizations and called for democratic nations to

unite against threats to regional stability, particularly

China’s actions to alter the status quo. She also

thanked her European allies and the Taiwanese people

for their support, which has helped Taiwan assert its

presence on the global stage.

Reports suggest Tsai may travel to the US soon,

following her European tour. China has opposed her

tour, labelling her a "Taiwanese independence figure"

and warning European countries that supporting her

could harm their relations with China. [Radio Taiwan

International] [Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Taiwan]

https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-slytjx-l-duk/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-slytjx-l-duk/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-slytjx-l-duu/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-slytjx-l-duu/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-slytjx-l-hll/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-slytjx-l-hlr/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-slytjx-l-hlr/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-slytjx-l-hly/


The UK foreign office requested Tsai to delay her trip

due to concerns about Foreign Secretary David

Lammy's upcoming visit to China. [Taiwan News]

South Africa calls on Taiwan to relocate

representative office

(am/hs) The South African government called on

Taiwan to move its representative office in the capital

Pretoria before the end of October. This is allegedly

due to pressure from mainland China. Focus Taiwan]

Taiwan’s Ministry of Foreign Affairs (MOFA) has

attempted to convince the South African government

to retract this request on the basis the move would

detriment bilateral relations. If South Africa continues

with this request, the ministry has suggested Taiwan

will employ countermeasures against South Africa.

These include relocating the South African

representative office in Taipei, imposing stricter visa

rules for South Africans, and the suspension of

bilateral educational exchanges. The latter will impact

the 5000 South African English teachers currently living

in Taiwan. [Taiwan News 1]

Although the request was made on October 7, the

South African government has been pressuring Taiwan

to relocate its office since 2023, citing UN General

Assembly Resolution 2758 and the one-China policy.

Resolution 2785 was adopted by the UN General

Assembly in 1971 and resulted in Taiwan losing its seat

to mainland China.

In a similar act, in 2017 the Nigerian government

requested Taiwan to move its representative office out

of the capital of Abuja due to pressure from China. The

office was later relocated to Lagos. The Taiwanese

government in response demanded the relocation of

the Nigeria Trade Office in Taipei, which moved to

Banqiao District in New Taipei.

In a latest development, Taiwanese Foreign Minister

Lin Chia-lung stated on October 21 that Taiwan will not

meet South Africa’s request. Lin emphasized that the

office would remain in operation in the capital and

accused South Africa of violating a 1997 agreement

allowing Taiwan to maintain a liaison office in Pretoria

despite the end of formal diplomatic ties.

South Africa’s Department of International Relations

defended the request, citing U.N. Resolution 2758,

which recognizes the People's Republic of China as the

legitimate representative of China. The department

framed the relocation as aligning with international
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norms, stating it provided Taiwan with six months to

comply. [Focus Taiwan]

Meanwhile, Taiwan opened on October 16 its third

diplomatic mission in India, located in Mumbai and

providing services to the states Maharashtra, Gujarat,

Madhya Pradesh, and Goa, as well as the union

territory of Dadra and Nagar Haveli and Daman and

Diu. [Taiwan News 2]

China, Thailand set to celebrate 'Golden

Year of Friendship'

(bk) Thai Prime Minister Paetongtarn Shinawatra met

with Chinese Ambassador Han Zhiqian on October 16

to discuss enhancing cooperation between Thailand

and China in anticipation of the 50th anniversary of

their diplomatic ties, celebrated as the "Golden Year of

Friendship." The celebrations will commence on

December 4 with the arrival of the Sacred Tooth Relic

of the Buddha, which will be enshrined in Thailand for

73 days. Additionally, a pair of giant pandas will be sent

as goodwill ambassadors to further strengthen

bilateral ties.

During the meeting, both sides agreed to organize

cultural exchanges, including musical collaborations

that will continue into 2025, aimed at enhancing soft

power between the two nations. Paetongtarn also

expressed gratitude to China for reopening Guan Lei

Port for fruit imports and invited Chinese companies to

invest in data centers, electric vehicle manufacturing,

and satellite launch facilities for 6G services in

Thailand. The ambassador responded by committing

to facilitate these investments and announced a

donation of THB 7.2 million (USD 200,000) to assist

Thai flood victims. He also confirmed China's

cooperation in managing water discharge into the

Mekong River.

Furthermore, China will arrange an official visit for

Paetongtarn, during which she is expected to meet

with President Xi Jinping and Premier Li. [The Nation]

[Bangkok Post]

Illegal internet cables linking Thai-Lao

bridge severed

(lm) Authorities have dismantled illegal internet cables

found crossing the Second Thai-Lao Friendship Bridge,

stretching from Mukdahan province in Thailand to
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Savannakhet province in Laos. The cables, reportedly

installed by a Thai-licensed telecommunications firm,

extended about five kilometers into Laos, reaching a

major business area capable of supporting around

10,000 users.

The cables were allegedly used by scam operations in

Laos to mislead Thai victims into believing they were

interacting with businesses based in Thailand. The

incident marks the first time internet cables have been

found installed on a cross-border bridge. National

Broadcasting and Telecommunications Commission

(NBTC) officials, using specialized equipment, detected

the unauthorized link on October 21. [Bangkok Post]

Thai job seekers arrested for illegal entry

into Malaysia

(lm) Malaysian immigration authorities arrested 38

Thai nationals who illegally crossed the border from

Narathiwat into Malaysia’s Kelantan state, lured by job

brokers promising employment. The group, consisting

of 22 men and 16 women, was intercepted in seven

vans near Rantau Panjang earlier this month. [Bangkok

Post 1]

Separately, Malaysian authorities are grappling with

the ongoing issue of petrol smuggling across the

border into Thailand, despite regular checks at border

petrol stations and on vehicles. The smuggling pattern

has shifted from diesel to petrol following the

Malaysian government's discontinuation of diesel

subsidies in June, although subsidies for petrol remain

in place. [Bangkok Post 2]

Thailand and US focus on defense and

trade cooperation in ministerial meetings

(bk) US Ambassador Robert F. Godec met with Thai

Defense Minister Phumtham Wechayachai on October

16 to discuss strengthening military relations between

the two nations. During their meeting, Phumtham

expressed appreciation for previous cooperation and

outlined plans to expand partnerships in education,

military development, and equipment exchange, with

the goal of reinforcing strategic ties and promoting

peace in the Asia-Pacific region. They explored the

potential for exchange visits, the introduction of

voluntary military conscription modeled after the US

system, collaboration on cybersecurity and counter-

terrorism efforts, and the participation of Thai forces in
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US military exercises. The Cobra Gold joint military

exercise was also noted as a significant demonstration

of the enduring friendship between Thailand and the

US. [The Nation 1]

The same day, Ambassador Godec also met with

Commerce Minister Pichai Naripthaphan to focus on

economic ties. Thailand urged the US to restore the

Generalized System of Preferences (GSP) for Thai

products, which was suspended in 2020, highlighting

the mutual benefits for businesses in both countries.

In 2023, the US was Thailand’s second-largest trading

partner after China, with bilateral trade totaling USD

67.65 billion. Major Thai exports to the US include

semiconductors, automotive components, and rubber

products.

Pichai emphasized Thailand’s potential as a

manufacturing hub for US industries, particularly in

digital technology, artificial intelligence, and

electronics. US tech giants like HP, Google, and

Amazon have shown interest in establishing data

centers in Thailand, positioning the country as a

regional digital industry center. An upcoming visit by

the US-Asean Business Council in November is

expected to further strengthen trade and investment

ties. [The Nation 2]

In related updates, Thailand's Labor Ministry has

pledged to expedite efforts to remove three Thai

products—fishmeal, fish oil, and animal feed—from

the US 2024 List of Goods Produced by Child or Forced

Labor (TVPRA List). This list, managed under the

Trafficking Victims Protection Reauthorization Act, flags

goods suspected of being produced with child or

forced labor. The products also appear on the US

Executive Order 13126 List, which targets goods

produced by forced or indentured child labor.

Currently, five Thai products—shrimp, fish, sugarcane,

garments, and pornography—remain on the TVPRA

List, with garments also on the Executive Order list.

The government is focusing on investigation and

remediation efforts for these items, aiming to ensure

better labor practices and remove all Thai products

from the lists.[Bangkok Post]

Timor-Leste inks new five-year

Cooperation Agreement with Portugal

(mu) Timor-Leste has secured a new five-year

cooperation agreement with Portugal, bringing in EUR

75 million (USD 81.21 million) in aid. The agreement,

announced after Timorese Prime Minister Xanana
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Gusmão's meeting with Portuguese Prime Minister

Luís Montenegro in Lisbon, reflects an increase of EUR

5 million compared to the previous package. [Tatoli 1,

in Indonesian]

The aid will target key areas in Timor-Leste, such as

public administration, youth employment,

sustainability, and infrastructure, along with initiatives

to promote the Portuguese language. Gusmão lauded

the agreement as a testament to the strong bond and

solidarity between the two countries.

The partnership is part of Timor-Leste’s broader

strategy to enhance state-building and development,

with plans underway for Montenegro to visit Timor-

Leste in June 2025, following Gusmão's invitation. [the

macao news]

Gusmão’s trip to Portugal was aimed at strengthening

ties with the Community of Portuguese Language

Countries (CPLP). During his visit, he also met with

Portuguese President Marcelo Rebelo de Sousa and

received a Career Award at the Lusofonia 2024 Awards

Gala in Estoril Casino on October 12, recognizing his

leadership in Timor-Leste’s independence struggle and

efforts to build a democratic, peaceful nation. [Tatoli 2]

[Government of Timor-Leste]

Timor-Leste, Australia review progress on

Greater Sunrise Project

(mu) Timor-Leste’s Minister of the Presidency and chief

negotiator for the Greater Sunrise Project, Agio

Pereira, held a videoconference with Australia’s Special

Representative, Steve Bracks, on October 21. The

meeting focused on assessing current negotiations and

advancing collaborative efforts for the development of

the Greater Sunrise gas fields. The discussion also

outlined the next steps to maximize mutual benefits

for both nations.

Pereira shared insights from his recent visit to Brunei

Darussalam, highlighting best practices in oil, gas, and

economic diversification. Bracks emphasized

Australia's commitment to close cooperation in

advancing the project, which includes a conceptual

study launched in April 2024 by Wood Australia, aiming

to identify optimal development and

commercialization strategies for Greater Sunrise gas.

Located 140 kilometers south of Timor-Leste's coast,

the Greater Sunrise gas fields are developed by the

Sunrise Joint Venture, involving TIMOR GAP (56.6

percent), Woodside (33.44 percent), and Osaka Gas
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Australia (10 percent). The project, including the

pipeline connection to Timor-Leste’s southern coast, is

a national priority for the country's economic growth.

[Government of Timor Leste] [Timor Gap]

Vietnam to strengthen ties with China

through rail and defense cooperation

(wn/lm) Vietnam is advancing its cooperation with

China in both infrastructure and defense, highlighting

a broad-based partnership aimed at boosting

connectivity and security. Vietnam recently announced

plans to build a 427-kilometer railway linking Lao Cai

with China’s Yunnan province, estimated at VND 179

trillion (USD 7.2 billion). The railway will pass through

Hanoi, Haiphong, and Ha Long City, enhancing trade

and transport links with China, Vietnam’s largest

trading partner. The Vietnam Railway Authority has

submitted the proposal to the transport ministry,

targeting construction to begin in 2030. The route is

projected to accommodate 8.3 million passengers and

17.5 million metric tons of cargo annually by 2050.

Vietnam is pursuing Chinese technology and funding

for this rail project, alongside broader efforts to

modernize its aging railway infrastructure. These plans

align with recent high-level meetings between

Vietnamese and Chinese officials, where strengthening

bilateral rail links has been a frequent topic. In parallel,

Vietnam’s National Assembly is expected to approve a

USD 67 billion plan to construct a 1,541-kilometer high-

speed railway connecting Hanoi and Ho Chi Minh City,

marking the country’s largest infrastructure investment

to date. [Bangkok Post]

Defense cooperation is also a crucial component of

Vietnam-China relations, as emphasized in recent

discussions in Hanoi between Vietnam’s Minister of

National Defense, General Phan Van Giang, and newly

appointed Chinese Ambassador to Vietnam, He Wei.

Both sides reaffirmed defense as a key pillar of their

Comprehensive Strategic Cooperative Partnership.

They discussed ongoing efforts, including high-level

delegation exchanges, joint training, and coordination

across land borders, naval, and coast guard forces, all

contributing to a shared strategic vision.

Looking ahead, Vietnam and China are focusing on

promoting agreed-upon defense measures and

fostering military exchanges. Vietnam has extended

invitations to Chinese defense leaders to attend the

80th anniversary of the Vietnam People's Army and the

second Vietnam International Defense Expo in

December. [Viet Nam News]
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Announcements

 

 

Upcoming online events

24 October 2024 @ 10:00 - 11:30 a.m., (GMT +2),

ECFR, Germany

Ukraine has a plan. Does the EU have one?

In this webinar, ECFR experts will explore how Europe

can support Ukraine in achieving victory and sustaining

long-term aid. The discussion will examine Europe's

options for future support and whether a strategic

plan is in place to meet the challenges of this war.

For more information, visit [ECFR].

24 October 2024 @ 12:00 - 13:00 p.m., (GMT -5),

RAND Corporation, USA

Generative AI and Information Warfare

RAND experts discuss the potential of generative AI to

revolutionize social media manipulation by bad actors,

with a focus on China's use of this technology to

interfere with Taiwan's democracy.

For more information, visit [RAND Corporation].

24 October 2024 @ 14:00 - 15:30 p.m., (GMT -5),

Inter-American Dialogue, USA

The Power of Technology and Support

Systems for Inclusive Education
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This webinar, co-organized by the Inter-American

Dialogue and UNICEF LACRO, will discuss how

technology can be used to create accessible

educational environments. The discussion will focus on

how technology ensures equal learning opportunities

for all students.

For more information, visit [Inter-American Dialogue].

24 October 2024 @ 10:00 - 11:00 a.m., (GMT -4),

Middle East Institute, USA

Navigating Egypt’s Energy Challenges:

Natural Gas and Green Hydrogen

This expert panel will discuss Egypt's energy security

challenges and the potential role of green hydrogen in

the country's future. The panel will explore how Egypt

can balance natural gas demand with its ambition to

become a regional energy hub.

For more information, visit [Middle East Institute].

24 October 2024 @ 10:00 - 11:30 a.m., (GMT -4), CSIS,

USA

Investing in Global Climate Change

Adaptation: The Emerging Resilience

Economy

This event will discuss the challenges and

opportunities in financing climate adaptation efforts.

Experts will explore how governments and

international institutions are shifting their approaches

to emphasize resilience-oriented investments.

For more information, visit [CSIS].

24 October 2024 @ 10:00 - 11:30 a.m., (GMT -4),

Brookings, USA

Pathways to Tackling Africa’s Debt Crisis

through Improved Credit Ratings

Brookings Africa Growth Initiative (AGI), in partnership

with UNDP’s Africa Bureau, will host a discussion on

improving sovereign credit ratings to help African
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nations access more affordable development

financing.

For more information, visit [Brookings].

24 October 2024 @ 14:00 - 15:00 p.m., (GMT -4),

Brookings, USA

Could a Right to Remote Work Stop

Declining Birth Rates?

This panel, hosted by Brookings Center on Regulation

and Markets, will explore how remote work could

address declining birth rates. The discussion includes

perspectives from academia and family studies

experts.

For more information, visit [Brookings].

24 October 2024 @ 17:00 - 18:00 p.m., (GMT +1),

Chatham House, UK

Shaping Modern Britain: The Role of

African and Caribbean Communities

As part of Black History Month, this event celebrates

the contributions of African and Caribbean

communities to shaping modern Britain, highlighting

their impact on society and culture.

For more information, visit [Chatham House].

24 October 2024 @ 14:00 - 15:00 p.m., (GMT -4),

Wilson Center, USA

US-Japan Relations and Prospects for

Multilateral Economic Cooperation

This event will explore how Japan and the U.S. are

investing in global growth, particularly in

infrastructure, supply chains, and renewable energy,

with the leaders of JBIC and DFC sharing insights on

future cooperation.

For more information, visit [Wilson Center].
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24 October 2024 @ 12:00 - 13:15 p.m., (GMT -7), FSI,

USA

Polarization in the U.S.

This event examines the growing concern over rising

social divisions in the U.S. and introduces a new

method to partition society into groups based on

homophily in values. The event highlights how partisan

polarization has aligned with values-based clusters,

with the convergence reaching its peak in recent

decades.

For more information, visit [FSI].

25 October 2024 @ 12:00 p.m., (GMT -4), Atlantic

Council, USA

The Road to Investment, Peace, and

Security in the DRC

This event will convene leading officials, business

executives, and investors to discuss opportunities for

investment and governance reforms in the Democratic

Republic of the Congo, aiming to drive peace and

security.

For more information, visit [Atlantic Council].

25 October 2024 @ 09:45 - 10:45 a.m., (GMT -4),

Brookings, USA

Update on Turkey’s Economy with Finance

Minister Mehmet Şimşek

Minister Mehmet Şimşek will discuss Turkey’s

economic progress and the challenges that remain.

Following his remarks, Hutchins Center Director David

Wessel will interview him, followed by an audience

Q&A.

For more information, visit [Brookings].

25 October 2024 @ 09:30 - 10:30 a.m., (GMT -4), CSIS,

USA

Plotting a Course for the Future of the U.S.

Coast Guard
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Vice Admiral Peter Gautier will join CSIS to discuss the

future of the U.S. Coast Guard, its mission priorities,

and how it is adapting to a changing global

environment. This conversation will be moderated by

Emily Harding of CSIS.

For more information, visit [CSIS].

28 October 2024 @ 09:00 - 10:00 a.m., (GMT -4), IISS,

USA

Report Launch - Evaluating Current Arms

Control Proposals

This event will discuss arms control proposals from the

U.S., Russia, and China, examining initiatives such as

China's ‘no first use’ nuclear policy and the U.S. follow-

up to the New START Treaty. Authors of a new research

report will evaluate the feasibility of these proposals.

For more information, visit [IISS].

28 October 2024 @ 12:00 - 13:15 p.m., (GMT -4),

Belfer Center, USA

Land Use and the Role of Biomass in

Achieving Net Zero Emissions

Dan Lashof, Director of the World Resources Institute,

will explore how the U.S. can achieve net zero

emissions by mid-century, balancing land use for

energy infrastructure with other essential land needs,

including food production and carbon sequestration.

For more information, visit [Belfer Center].

28 October 2024 @ 13:00 - 14:00 p.m., (GMT +1),

RUSI, UK

Claudia Natanson on Building a Diverse

and Resilient Cyber Workforce

Dr. Claudia Natanson will share her insights on

building a more diverse cyber security workforce and

the challenges of addressing the current cyber skills

shortage. She will also discuss the future role of the UK

Cyber Security Council.

For more information, visit [RUSI].
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28 October 2024 @ 12:00 - 13:00 p.m., (GMT -4), Ash

Center, USA

Silver Democracy: Youth Representation in an

Aging Japan

This event is a US-Japan Relations Seminar featuring

Charles McClean, Assistant Professor of Political

Science at Yale University, discussing his book

manuscript Silver Democracy: Youth Representation in an

Aging Japan. Mary Alice Haddad from Wesleyan

University will moderate.

For more information, visit [Ash Center].

28 October 2024 @ 14:00 - 15:00 p.m., (GMT -7), FSI,

USA

War in the 21st Century: Clues from

Ukraine for Modernization and Future

Conflicts

Gabe Camarillo, the 35th Under Secretary of the Army,

discusses Ukraine's impact on modern warfare

strategies and future U.S. Army capabilities. Former

NATO Deputy Secretary General Rose Gottemoeller

joins to offer insights on modernization and military

preparedness.

For more information, visit [FSI].

28 October 2024 @ 16:00 - 18:00 p.m., (GMT -7), FSI,

USA

A Conversation: Governance Options for

Generative AI

This panel discusses regulatory approaches to the

governance of generative AI. Experts from law,

technology, and government, including Senator Scott

Wiener and Professor Nathaniel Persily, will explore

the impact of AI on policy and its future regulation.

For more information, visit [FSI].

29 October 2024 @ 12:00 - 13:15 p.m., (GMT -7), FSI,

USA
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The Effect of Oversight on the Quantity

and Quality of Policing | Dorothy Kronick

This event will feature a discussion led by Dorothy

Kronick on the impact of oversight mechanisms on

policing effectiveness and public safety. The

conversation will focus on whether increased oversight

improves or diminishes police performance.

For more information, visit [FSI].

29 October 2024 @ 10:00 - 17:00 p.m., (GMT +8),

ISEAS, Singapore

The Philippines from Duterte to Marcos Jr:

Change and Continuity

This seminar will discuss the legacies of Duterte’s

policies and how they have shaped the Marcos Jr

administration. Key topics include constitutional

change, environmental policies, and the rift between

the Marcos and Duterte dynasties in the context of

democratic backsliding.

For more information, visit [ISEAS].

29 October 2024 @ 16:00 - 17:00 p.m., (GMT +1),

RUSI, UK

Defining Cyber War: The Impact of

Insurance on Cyber Norms

This online panel will explore how the cyber insurance

industry shapes global cybersecurity norms. Experts

from academia and the insurance industry will discuss

the relationship between cyber insurance and

cybersecurity governance.

For more information, visit [RUSI].

29 October 2024 @ 10:00 - 11:00 a.m., (GMT -4),

Hudson Institute, USA

Left Out in the Cold? Reviving US-Canada

Relations

Join Senior Fellow Matt Boyse and Professor Christian

Leuprecht as they evaluate the U.S.-Canada

relationship and its implications for security and
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prosperity in North America, the Euro-Atlantic, and the

Indo-Pacific regions.

For more information, visit [Hudson Institute].

29 October 2024 @ 16:00 - 17:00 p.m., (GMT +1),

Chatham House, UK

In Conversation with Todd Stern: Is

Another Paris Possible?

Todd Stern, the lead US negotiator for the Paris

Agreement, will discuss the importance of the

agreement and the potential for continued

international climate cooperation in today’s fractured

geopolitical landscape.

For more information, visit [Chatham House].

29 October 2024 @ 09:30 - 14:00 p.m., (GMT -4),

Wilson Center, USA

The 2024 Canada-US Legal Symposium |

Artificial Intelligence Regulation,

Governance, and Liability

The annual Canada-US Legal Symposium will discuss

key issues in AI regulation, governance, and liability,

featuring legal scholars, experts, and practitioners

from both countries.

For more information, visit [Wilson Center].

30 October 2024 @ 14:00 p.m., (GMT -4), Atlantic

Council, USA

Elections 2024: Congressman Mike Turner

on Geopolitics and the Next US President

Congressman Mike Turner will outline his expectations

for the foreign policy challenges facing the next U.S.

administration and the implications for the 119th

Congress.

For more information, visit [Atlantic Council].
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30 October 2024 @ 11:00 - 12:00 p.m., (GMT -4),

CNAS, USA

Virtual Event | Quality of Life for Service

Members and their Families

This virtual fireside chat features The Honorable

Ronald T. Keohane, assistant secretary of defense for

manpower and reserve affairs, and The Honorable

Brendan Owens, assistant secretary of defense for

energy, installations, and environment. They will

discuss the quality of life for service members and

their families, moderated by Katherine Kuzminski from

CNAS.

For more information, visit [CNAS].

30 October 2024 @ 14:00 - 15:15 p.m., (GMT +1),

GIGA, Germany

GIGA China Series Lecture

This event will explore the global expert community of

China watchers, analyzing how geographic and

demographic factors shape their discourse. It will also

examine the influence of U.S.-based academics and

how younger cohorts are changing the community's

dynamics.

For more information, visit [GIGA].

30 October 2024 @ 10:00 - 12:00 p.m., (GMT -4), NED,

USA

#SetThemFree: Day of Political Prisoners

This virtual event is dedicated to advocating for the

release of political prisoners worldwide. Organized by

the World Movement for Democracy, the National

Endowment for Democracy, and Freedom House, it will

raise awareness about unjust imprisonments and

mobilize global support.

For more information, visit [NED].

30 October 2024 @ 12:30 - 13:30 p.m., (GMT +11),

Lowy Institute, Australia
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Lowy Institute Experts Discuss the US

Presidential Election

Lowy Institute experts will review the 2024 U.S.

presidential election, analyzing the policies of Kamala

Harris and Donald Trump, and their potential global

impact, particularly for Australia, Asia, and

international relations.

For more information, visit [Lowy Institute].

30 October 2024 @ 09:30 - 11:00 a.m., (GMT -4),

Stimson Center, USA

Assessing Global Arms Trade

Transparency

Panelists will discuss the current state of arms trade

transparency, highlighting the submission of ATT

annual reports and launching the Stimson Center's

new analysis and the ATT Monitor dashboard. The

event will explore how transparency can be enhanced

globally.

For more information, visit [Stimson Center].

30 October 2024 @ 09:00 - 12:00 p.m., (GMT +8),

ISEAS, Singapore

BRICS Expansion: Southeast Asian

Perspectives and Motivations

This seminar will explore the geopolitical shifts

reshaping international institutions and how Global

South countries, especially in Southeast Asia, exercise

their agency amidst great power rivalries.

For more information, visit [ISEAS].

30 October 2024 @ 18:00 - 19:00 p.m., (GMT +1),

Chatham House, UK

2024 US Election: What Will America

Choose?

Ahead of the US elections, experts will discuss the

battleground states, foreign policy's impact on voters,
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and the implications for the future of the Democratic

and Republican parties.

For more information, visit [Chatham House].

30 October 2024 @ 14:00 - 17:00 p.m., (GMT -7), FSI,

USA

DAY ONE: 3rd Annual Geopolitics of

Technology in East Asia

This event will open discussions on the geopolitics of

technology in East Asia, focusing on strategic issues

affecting the region, including the role of emerging

technologies and the competition between regional

powers.

For more information, visit [FSI].

30 October 2024 @ 16:00 - 17:30 p.m., (GMT -7), FSI,

USA

America Votes 2024: Part 3

As the U.S. prepares for the 2024 elections, this panel

will explore the electoral landscape, voter engagement,

and the potential outcomes of the election. Experts will

offer analyses of key battlegrounds and their

implications for governance.

For more information, visit [FSI].

Recent book releases

Aaron Reeves and Sam Friedman, Born to Rule: The

Making and Remaking of the British Elite, Belknap

Press: An Imprint of Harvard University Press, 328

pages, published September 10, 2024. For a review,

see [LSE].

Afaf Jabiri, Palestinian Refugee Women from Syria to

Jordan: Decolonizing the Geopolitics of Displacement,

I.B. Tauris, 208 pages, published February 22, 2024. For

a review, see [LSE]

Sulmaan Wasif Khan, The Struggle for Taiwan: A

History of America, China, and the Island Caught

Between, Basic Books, 336 pages, published May 14,

2024. For a review, see [Foreign Affairs]
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Jorge Flores, Empire of Contingency: How Portugal

Entered the Indo-Persian World, University of

Pennsylvania Press, 344 pages, published October 15,

2024. For a review, see [ARB]

Richard L. Hasen, A Real Right to Vote: How a

Constitutional Amendment Can Safeguard American

Democracy, Princeton University Press, 240 pages,

published February 20, 2024. For a review, see [LARB]

Avinash Paliwal, India's Near East: A New History, C

Hurst & Co Publishers Ltd, 480 pages, published July

25, 2024. For a review, see [ARB]

Justene Hill Edwards, Savings and Trust: The Rise and

Betrayal of the Freedman's Bank, W. W. Norton &

Company, 336 pages, published October 22, 2024. For

a review, see [NYT]

Calls

The Centre for History of the University of Lisbon

invites paper proposals for its International Congress

"‘And The People, Where are They?’ The Collective

Subject in Times of Revolutions” to be held on April 7-

9, 2025, in Lisbon. The deadline for abstract

submission is October 25, 2024. For more information,

see [University of Lisbon].

The Faculty of Law at Otego University invites paper

proposals for its “Charting the Future of Private Law

in Aotearoa New Zealand Symposium,” to be held on

February 10, 2025. The deadline for abstract

submission is December 1, 2024. For more

information, see [University of Otego].

University of Villanova School of Law invites paper

proposals for its symposium “Islamic and Jewish Law

in the Modern Economy,” to be held on May 5-6, 2025.

The deadline for abstract submission is December 1,

2024. For more information, see [Calling All Papers].

Jobs and Positions

The United Nations Development Programme

(UNDP) is looking for a Consultoria Individual UNDP

to be based in Ecuador. Applications are accepted until

November 11, 2024. More information is provided at

[UNDP].

The United Nations Development Programme

(UNDP) is looking for International Consultant for

https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-slytjx-l-hdy/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-slytjx-l-hdj/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-slytjx-l-hdt/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-slytjx-l-hdi/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-slytjx-l-hdd/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-slytjx-l-hdh/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-slytjx-l-hdk/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-slytjx-l-hdu/


National Poverty Reduction Program to be based in

Pakistan. Applications are accepted until November 1,

2024. More information is provided at [UNDP].

The United Nations Development Programme

(UNDP) is looking for an Informe Terminacion

Programa based in El Salvador. Applications are

accepted until October 31, 2024. More information is

provided at [UNDP].

The United Nations Development Programme

(UNDP) is looking for a Human Resources Associate

to be based in Chisinau, Moldova. Applications are

accepted until October 31, 2024. More information is

provided at [UNDP].

The United Nations Development Programme

(UNDP) is looking for a Consultoría para la mejora y

documentación to be based in Honduras.

Applications are accepted until October 31, 2024. More

information is provided at [UNDP].

The United Nations Development Programme

(UNDP) is looking for an IC Civil Engineer to be based

in Pakistan. Applications are accepted until October 29,

2024. More information is provided at [UNDP].

The United Nations Development Programme

(UNDP) is looking for a Geospatial Information

Specialist to be based in Indonesia. Applications are

accepted until October 29, 2024. More information is

provided at [UNDP].

The United Nations Development Programme

(UNDP) is looking for an IC Evaluation of UNDP

Projects to be based in Ukraine. Applications are

accepted until October 29, 2024. More information is

provided at [UNDP].

The United Nations Children's Fund (UNICEF) is

looking for an international consultant to

strengthen foster care to be based in Uzbekistan.

Applications are accepted until November 1, 2024.

More information is provided at [UNICEF].

The United Nations Children's Fund (UNICEF) is

looking for a Public Health-Nutrition Consultant,

Long-Term Agreement (LTA) to be based in Athens.

Applications are accepted until October 31, 2024.

More information is provided at [UNICEF].

The United Nations Children's Fund (UNICEF) is

looking for a Communication Assistant, GS-5 TA,

Service Quality Management Section to be based in

Budapest, Hungary. Applications are accepted until
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October 31, 2024. More information is provided at

[UNICEF].

The United Nations Children's Fund (UNICEF) is

looking for a Consultancy to provide technical

assistance to develop a localization strategy and an

operationalization plan to be based in Maputo,

Mozambique. Applications are accepted until October

29, 2024. More information is provided at [UNICEF].

The Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) seeks

an Assistant FAO Representative (Administration)

to be based in Mogadishu, Somalia. Applications are

accepted until October 31, 2024. More information is

provided at [FAO].

The Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) seeks

a Human Resources Specialist (Internal Surge for

FAO Personnel Only) to be based in Multiple

locations. Applications are accepted until October 25,

2024. More information is provided at [FAO]. 

The United Nations Educational, Scientific and

Cultural Organization (UNESCO) is looking for

Communication Officer (Internal Surge for FAO

Personnel Only).  Applications are accepted until

October 25, 2024. More information is provided at

[UNESCO].

Southampton Law School, University of

Southampton is looking for a Lecturer in Law.

Applications are accepted until November 14, 2024.

More information is provided at [UoS].

The Centre for Forensic and Family Psychology,

University of Nottingham is looking for an Assistant

Professor in Forensic Psychology. Applications are

accepted until November 13, 2024. More information

is provided at [Nottingham].

The Department of War Studies, King's College

London is looking for a Post-doctoral Research

Associate - Mapping Injury in the Global South-

focus: South Africa. Applications are accepted until

November 3, 2024. More information is provided at

[Kings].

The School of Law, Queen Mary University of

London is looking for a Senior Lecturer in Law.

Applications are accepted until November 10, 2024.

More information is provided at [Queen Mary].

The Faculty of Law, University of Oxford is looking

for a Research Assistant. Applications are accepted

until October 30, 2024. More information is provided at

[Oxford].
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