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The Asia in Review (AiR) team is pleased to present you
this week’s AiR issue with the latest events,
developments and trends in domestic politics,
international relations and geopolitics in East Asia,
South Asia, and Southeast Asia.

Wishing you an informative read, | extend special
greetings to everyone who celebrates Independence
Day of the Czech Republic, Slovakia, Antigua and
Barbuda, and the Ohi Day of Greece, the Republic Day
of Turkey, and the Revolution Day of Algeria this week.

With best regards,
Henning Glaser

Editor in Chief

Webpage: www.cpg-online.de, Facebook:
https://www.facebook.com/CPGTU
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China: Footage of state media suggests
President Xi's new military secretary

(jf) Xi Jinping appears to have a new military secretary,
going by state footage of the Chinese president’s
recent inspection visits to the units of People's
Liberation Army (PLA). That Lieutenant General Fang
Yongxiang - the apparent military secretary - was part
of the group accompanying President Xi during his visit
to an unspecified brigade of PLA's rocket force last
week.

A footage released by Chinese state media CCTV on
October 26 showed Lieutenant General Fang, 58,
standing at a slight distance as President Xi Jinping
spoke with several senior commanders at a military



base. In a close-up shot, Fang and General Zhang
Youxia, the first-ranked Vice Chairman of the Central
Military Commission, were the only two generals next
to Xi who were not wearing the standard rocket
uniform.

Lieutenant General Fang, who is also an alternate
member of the Communist Party’s Central Committee,
China’s top policy-making body, was born in Xiamen in
1966. His military career, which began in 1989,
overlapped with Xi's time in Fujian for more than ten
years.

Fang started his career in the 31st Group Army,
overseeing the Taiwan Strait and the East China Sea,
initially serving as a platoon leader and later as a
company commander. He steadily climbed the ranks,
becoming the political director of the 31st Group Army
and joining its core leadership standing committee in
2014. From 2015 to 2017, Fang led political and party
initiatives at the Eastern Theatre Command before
being appointed as Communist Party chief of the 81st
Group Army Unit. In 2018, he was promoted to vice-
minister of the newly established Ministry for Veterans
Affairs, a position he held until 2022. In the same year,
Fang was appointed political commissar of the
Southern Theatre Command, which plays a strategic
role in overseeing the South China Sea and other key
regions. [South China Morning Post] [WION]

China: New campaign targets online puns
and memes

(jf) China's internet regulators have launched a
campaign against puns and homophones, aiming to
eliminate one of the few remaining ways citizens use to
discuss sensitive issues without facing censorship or
repercussions. The “clear and bright” campaign,
announced by the Cyberspace Administration of China
and the Ministry of Education, is targeting “irregular
and uncivilized” online language, specifically jokes,
memes, and wordplay.

In an editorial, the People’s Daily, the Communist
Party's main media outlet, expressed concerns that
internet slang and memes have been growing in
popularity, confusing people and, according to them,
subtly eroding communication norms and ideological
values, especially among minors. The editorial warned
that such trends could lead to negative consequences.
[People’s Daily in Chinese]

China's online platforms are heavily censored, with
certain topics strictly banned, like references to the
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Tiananmen Square massacre or criticism of President
Xi Jinping. To bypass censorship, internet users have
adopted creative methods, often using homophones to
say things indirectly. For instance, they might use the
word “paratrooper” (san bing) as a stand-in for “idiot”
(sha bing), taking advantage of the similar sounds in
Mandarin.

Authorities are in a constant struggle to catch new,
subtle references to President Xi, which have ranged
from using the tones in his name to represent him with
three arrows, to making comparisons to Winnie-the-
Pooh. Dissidents also use phrases like “your country”
instead of the state-preferred “my country” to subtly
criticize the Communist Party, signaling that the Party’s
China doesn't represent them.

The People’s Daily noted the fast spread of online
memes and urged authorities to prevent “obviously
ambiguous” words from circulating freely. The
newspaper remarked that while one wave of cheeky
jokes might disappear, another would likely follow
soon. [The Guardian] [WION]

China: New policy measures to increase
birth support announced

(jf) China has announced new steps to improve family
planning and parenting support, aiming to reverse the
country’'s two-year population decline. The measures
come as China’s birth rate hit a record low last year.
According to official data, nearly 300 million Chinese
citizens are aged 60 or above -- a figure projected to
surpass 400 million by 2033 and approach 500 million
by 2050. By then, seniors are expected to account for
nearly 35 percent of the nation's population. [The State
Council]

The State Council emphasized the importance of
fostering a “new culture” around marriage and
childbearing, promoting respect for family life,
marriage at suitable ages, and shared parenting
responsibilities. Proposed measures include enhanced
maternity insurance, longer maternity leave, subsidies,
and better medical resources for children. Local
governments are encouraged to allocate budgets for
childcare centers and offer tax breaks and other
financial incentives for these services. [Reuters]

Despite ending its 35-year one-child policy in 2015, the
Chinese government faced challenges in raising the
birth rate, especially as many people moved from rural
areas to cities in search of work during this period.
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Kindergarten closures reflect the country's
demographic crisis marked by falling birth rates and a
shrinking population. In 2023, the number of
kindergartens dropped by over 5 percent (14,808
closures), with enrollments declining by 11.55 percent
(5.35 million fewer children), according to official data.
Primary schools also saw a reduction, with 5,645
closures, representing a 3.8 percent drop. [South China
Morning Post]

Discouraged by high housing and child-rearing costs,
intense competition for education and employment,
and uncertain economic and political prospects,
Chinese families are increasingly hesitant to have
children. A recent survey in Ningbo, a major port and
industrial hub in east China's Zhejiang province with a
population of nearly 10 million, revealed that nearly
half of childbearing-age, single, childless women prefer
to have only one child, over a third want no children,
and only 15 percent desire two. Additionally, 56
percent view marriage as optional, with nearly 6
percent seeing no need to marry.

China’s total population declined by over two million to
1.4 billion, with only nine million births - the lowest
since records began in 1949. These trends pose
significant challenges to the country's economic
growth trajectory. [South China Morning Post]

China: Academic warns of internal
obstacles to quantum computing
development

(jf) A prominent academic within the Chinese Academy
of Sciences, Yu Dapeng, has warned that China
urgently needs to cultivate top talent in quantum
computing. Despite substantial public funding, Yu
believes a lack of innovation is holding back China's
progress in this critical field, largely due to insufficient
talent development and periods of intense,
counterproductive competition that can stifle creativity
- often referred to as nei juan, or "involution."

Yu noted that China is advancing quantum computing
by improving precision and expanding applications,
especially in encryption and precision measurement.
However, he admitted that finding top-tier suppliers in
the complex supply chain needed for quantum
technology is challenging, and collaboration in design,
procurement, and processing is essential. Yu advised
that the focus should be on building expertise and
patience rather than rushing into crowded fields. He
pointed out similar issues in China’s renewable energy
sector, where intense competition among solar and
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battery manufacturers to undercut prices led to lower
quality rather than innovation.

Yu's rare self-critical assessment come as quantum
computing has become a national priority for China.
Recognizing its potential, Beijing has highlighted it as a
key technology for future development. President Xi
Jinping underscored this ambition at China’s annual
science and technology awards in June, urging
scientists to advance cutting-edge fields, including
quantum technology, by aiming for “strategic high
ground.”

China’'s ambitious goal is to be a global leader in
technology and innovation by 2035, improving both
economic strength and national defense as
competition with the U.S. intensifies.

In 2021, China became the third country after Canada
and the U.S. to develop a complete quantum
computing system, created by Origin Quantum, a
startup founded by physicists Guo Guoping and Guo
Guangcan of the University of Science and Technology
of China.[South China Morning Post] [The Quantum
Insider]

China: List of RMB 200 billion investment
projects released

(jf) China has announced a list of 647 investment
projects, totaling RMB 200 billion (USD 28 billion), as
part of its 2024 investment plans, an official from the
National Development and Reform Commission
(NDRC).

These projects cover a range of areas, including urban
underground pipe networks, disaster relief through
employment, strengthening aging reservoirs,
ecological conservation and restoration, transportation
infrastructure, and essential public services like
education, healthcare, and cultural facilities. Key
storage facilities for agricultural products are also on
the list, according to the NDRC official.

The NDRC aims to kick-start these projects and begin
construction as soon as possible, with efforts focused
on making tangible progress this year to help drive
economic growth in the fourth quarter. The official
expressed confidence in achieving China’'s annual
growth target, citing October’s high-frequency
economic data and a GDP growth rate of 4.8 percent
for the first three quarters as positive indicators. [The
State Council]
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China: Action plan for green development
in manufacturing sector unveiled

(Ib) China's Ministry of Industry and Information
Technology (MIIT) has announced plans to create an
action plan aimed at promoting green and low-carbon
development within the manufacturing industry. This
initiative is part of a broader effort to facilitate
comprehensive green transformation in both
economic and social development.

The ministry emphasized that the action plan will
commit to advancing research, development, and
innovation across several key technology sectors,
including integrated circuits, industrial software,
artificial intelligence, and satellite internet. The plan
also aims to foster emerging and future-oriented
industries, with a focus on establishing leading
enterprises within the industrial ecosystem.
Additionally, the MIIT plans to enhance the cultivation
system for small and medium-sized enterprises,
encouraging characteristics such as specialization,
refinement, uniqueness, and innovation.

The ministry's focus will be on promoting the low-
altitude economy, which encompasses the
development of low-altitude logistics, urban and
intercity air transportation, and the cultural and
tourism industries associated with low-altitude
activities. This comprehensive strategy reflects China's
ongoing commitment to integrating sustainable
practices into its manufacturing sector. [State Council
PRC]

China: New five-year plan for increasing
agricultural output released

(jf) China unveiled a five-year action plan on October
25 aimed at speeding up the digital transformation of
its entire agriculture industry chain to boost domestic
food production. Covering 2024 to 2028, the smart
agriculture action plan focuses on establishing a digital
planting technology framework and a national big data
platform for agriculture and rural areas by 2028.

The plan’s digital transformation targets all sectors of
agriculture, from farms to animal husbandry and
fisheries, aiming to reduce costs, boost production,
and increase efficiency. The ministry also intends to
accelerate the digital upgrade of agricultural
machinery and equipment to help raise crop yields.
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Further, it will continue exploring advancements in
smart agriculture by supporting research institutions
and enhancing research and development in
agricultural technologies.

This push toward integrating big data, GPS, and
artificial intelligence in farming comes as China, the
world's largest grains producer, ramps up its
investments in farm machinery and seed technology to
ensure food security. The Ministry of Agriculture and
Rural Affairs reported that China’s grain output is
expected to surpass a record 700 million metric tons
this year. However, it stressed the importance of
maintaining a stable food supply, given China’s heavy
dependence on imports to sustain its population of 1.4
billion. China currently imports over 100 million metric
tons of soybeans and grains annually, primarily from
the United States and Brazil. [Reuters]

China: New regulations for urban public
transport introduced

(jf) Chinese Premier Li Qiang has signed a State Council
decree introducing new regulations for urban public
transportation, set to take effect on 1 December of this
year and aimed to establish a public transportation
system that is environmentally friendly and cost-
effective.

The document, which includes six chapters and 55
articles, outlines steps to improve the planning and
regulation of public transportation, secure land
allocation for transit projects, and enhance investment
and financing mechanisms. Additionally, it calls for
improvements in service quality and strengthened
safety measures for public transportation systems.

Under the new rules, municipal governments are
responsible for overseeing the development of public
transportation. [Xinhua News Agency]

According to recent findings of the Beijing-based
International Research Centre of Big Data for
Sustainable Development Goals (CBAS) China'’s public
transport networks now serve a far greater share than
in cities across the U.S., Australia, and Africa.

The report used data analysis to assess transit
accessibility across 337 Chinese cities and other global
urban centers. It found that, in 2022, East Asia and
Europe had the highest accessibility, with China
reaching 90 percent, while most U.S. cities served only
20-40 percent of their populations with easy transport
access. In comparison, North American cities had


https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-slilidl-l-m/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-slilidl-l-c/

about 50 percent coverage, while cities in Africa and
Oceania lagged, with few surpassing 20 percent
coverage. [South China Morning Post]

China: Further policy support to achieve
annual job creation goal

(jf) China plans to strengthen its employment-first
policy to help key population groups secure jobs,
aiming to meet its annual target for job creation, the
Ministry of Human Resources and Social Security
announced on October 25. In the first nine months of
2024, China created 10.49 million new urban jobs,
according to ministry official Chen Yongjia. The country
set a goal of generating over 12 million urban jobs this
year.

To reach this target, the ministry will focus on job
creation in essential sectors like advanced
manufacturing and the “silver economy,” leveraging tax
cuts, subsidies, and refunds to help businesses
maintain stable employment.

The ministry will offer additional training subsidies,
especially in the digital and green sectors, and assist
businesses in tailoring skills training to meet market
needs. Measures to increase income for skilled
workers are also in the pipeline, Chen noted. The
ministry reaffirmed its commitment to supporting
unemployed graduates, encouraging employers to
provide internships to stabilize youth employment.
[The State Council]

The ministry’'s announcement comes at a challenging
time for China'’s job market. The youth unemployment
rate, excluding students, fell to 17.6 percentin
September from 18.8 percent in August, offering some
relief to officials after two consecutive months of
record highs. This decline follows a surge in
unemployment among young people and college
graduates earlier in the year when the rate climbed
from 13.2 percent in June to 17.1 percent in July as
approximately 12 million students entered the labor
market. Youth unemployment reached an all-time high
of 21.3 percent in June 2023, prompting Chinese
authorities to suspend publication of these figures
until December 2023, when a change in methodology
excluded students.

Despite the improvement in youth unemployment,
Chinese factories remained cautious about hiring in
September. Employment conditions in the
manufacturing sector have shown no improvement
since February 2023, reflecting broader concerns
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about economic recovery and market demand (see AiR
No. 43, October/2024, 4).

China: New tourist action plan announced

(jf) Beijing has launched an action plan to drive high-
quality growth in its tourism sector, aiming to
transform the city into a world-class tourist destination
by 2029. The plan was unveiled at the first-ever
tourism-focused conference hosted by the Beijing
government.

By 2029, the value added by Beijing's tourism industry
is expected to contribute over 5 percent to the city's
GDP. The plan projects annual tourist growth at over 2
percent, with tourism revenue anticipated to rise by
around 4 percent each year. Inbound tourism, in
particular, is predicted to grow by about 5 percent
annually.

The Beijing Municipal Bureau of Culture and Tourism
has also signed a strategic agreement with major
banks - the Industrial and Commercial Bank of China,
the Agricultural Bank of China, the Bank of China,
China Construction Bank, and the Bank of Beijing.
Together, they will provide RMB 150 billion (USD 21
billion) in financial support for tourism enterprises
over the next five years.

In the first three quarters of this year alone, Beijing
saw a record-breaking 280 million tourists, generating
RMB 504 billion (USD 70.7 billion) in tourism revenue.
The city also plans to gradually remove reservation
requirements for all tourist sites and extend hours at
popular museums to enhance tourist experiences.
[The State Council]

China: Dissident Xu Zhiyong on hunger
strike over prison treatment

(Ib) Chinese dissident Xu Zhiyong, who is currently
serving a 14-year prison sentence for "subversion of
state power," has reportedly begun a hunger strike to
protest conditions within the facility where he is held.

Xu, a notable activist in China's human rights
movement, claims he is under continuous surveillance
by fellow cellmates and is denied direct
communication with his family. According to
statements by his lawyer, Xu also lacks access to
reading materials and has not been able to send
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letters to loved ones, with his family reportedly unable
to visit or receive updates on his health.

Xu's hunger strike, which began on October 4, follows
his lawyer's report of deteriorating health. Activists and
colleagues have raised concerns about the impact of
the strike on Xu's well-being, particularly given what
they describe as Xu's "special" treatment in prison,
including being referred to by a code name, "003,"
rather than his own name. Some close to Xu, such as
legal activist Teng Biao, suggest the measures imposed
on Xu could be linked to his critical writings, which
include a past letter addressed to President Xi Jinping
calling for political change.

Supporters argue that Xu's treatment reflects
intensified restrictions on political dissidents, while
Chinese officials maintain that security measures in
cases involving state security charges are necessary.

Rights groups have called for international attention to
Xu's case, asserting that public support could help
secure more humane treatment for prisoners. Scholars
and human rights advocates stress that increased
visibility can potentially bring positive changes to the
treatment of dissidents within the Chinese prison
system. [Independent] [Radio Free Asia]

China: Shanghai police prepared to
crackdown on cosplayers over Halloween

(Ib) Authorities in Shanghai are preparing to enforce
strict measures ahead of Halloween, following social
media discussions about potential cosplay gatherings
similar to last year's event. In 2023, young people took
to the streets in costumes, some of which carried
political undertones. Figures like Winnie the Pooh -
banned in China for its resemblance to President Xi
Jinping - and COVID-19 enforcers were used to make
subtle, satirical statements about government policies,
particularly in response to the city's lockdowns during
the pandemic.

Leaked notices reveal that Shanghai's police, urban
management officials, and local businesses in the
Huangpu district, the most central of Shanghai's 16
districts, have been instructed to prohibit all forms of
cosplay and Halloween-themed decorations this year.
Businesses have also been advised to avoid any
references to Halloween in their promotions.
According to the notices, verbal warnings will be issued
to those in costume, with more stringent measures
taken if they do not comply.
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Local residents have expressed mixed reactions to the
news. Some acknowledge the tighter regulations, while
others point to the challenge of maintaining order in a
city where gatherings, even those focused on holidays
like Halloween, can quickly take on broader
significance. [Radio Free Asia]

China: Ministry reports attempt of foreign
spies to steal space program secrets

(Ib) China's Ministry of State Security (MSS) has
reported that foreign intelligence agencies are
attempting to steal secrets from its space program,
amid escalating tensions and competition in space
exploration. In a recent announcement on its official
WeChat account, the ministry emphasized that
safeguarding space security has become a critical
strategy for China's survival and development in the
face of these threats.

Acknowledging that space has become “a new frontier
for economic growth, military conflict, and national
security,” the ministry accused foreign spy agencies of
using high-precision satellites to conduct remote
sensing activities aimed at observing and stealing
sensitive information from China's aerospace sector,
although specific countries were not named in the
statement. [China Daily]

The competition for resources in space is intensifying,
with challenges such as limited orbital and spectrum
resources and an increase in satellite debris
heightening the risk of collisions. China's ambitions in
space include plans for a manned lunar landing by
2030, with collaboration from Russia, and surpassing
the U.S. as the world leader in space science by 2050.

Notable achievements include the successful 2020
lunar sample return mission with Chang'e-5 and a
recent uncrewed landing on the far side of the moon.
The Chinese space agency aims to establish a basic
lunar station on the moon's south pole by 2035 and a
moon-orbiting space station by 2045. [Reuters] [South
China Morning Post]

China: Ministry of State Security warns of
deep ocean spying device

(jf) China's Ministry of State Security announced on
October 29 that it had recovered a range of spying
devices placed both on the ocean’s surface and on the
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seafloor, including underwater “lighthouses” that could
potentially guide foreign submarines navigating
Chinese waters. The ministry revealed on its WeChat
account that some of these devices, hidden on the
ocean floor, were transmitting data that could help
“pre-set the field for battle.”

Tensions have been running high in the South China
Sea, where recent confrontations between China and
the Philippines over territorial claims have escalated,
raising concerns that the U.S. - obligated by treaty to
defend the Philippines in the event of an attack - could
become involved. China has also conducted military
drills near Taiwan, simulating attacks with aircraft and
naval vessels, which Taiwan and the United States have
condemned.

According to the ministry, national security forces
seized numerous specialized devices used for spying
on marine data, though they didn't disclose where
these devices were found. The ministry described
some as “secret agents” that drift with the waves,
monitoring Chinese waters in real time, while others
functioned as underwater “lighthouses,” guiding
foreign submarines that might have entered Chinese
territory. [WeChat in Chinese]

A submarine arms race between China and the U.S,,
along with its allies, is reportedly heating up, with
analysts suggesting that Beijing is likely to have a new
generation of nuclear-powered, nuclear-armed
submarines operational by the decade’s end. [Reuters]

China: Fourth crewed mission to space
station to be launched

(Ib) China has announced its upcoming fourth crewed
mission to its space station, with a new three-member
team set to take over from the existing crew. The
Shenzhou-19 mission is slated for launch on October
30 from the Jiuquan Satellite Launch Centre using a
Long March-2F rocket.

This mission marks the 33rd flight in China’s manned
space program and the fourth in the current
application and development phase of the station.

Once in orbit, Shenzhou-19 will dock with the space
station’s Tianhe core module. The new crew will
undertake 86 scientific and technological experiments
in fields ranging from space medicine and microgravity
physics to materials science and space life sciences.
Specific research will include analyzing protein crystal
growth and investigating the non-equilibrium dynamics
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of soft matter in microgravity conditions, reflecting
China’s commitment to scientific advancement in
space applications.

China's space station is the only fully national station
currently operational, and it may soon become the
only station in orbit as the International Space Station
(ISS) approaches its decommissioning in the coming
years. Equipped with advanced technology, the
Chinese station boasts two robotic arms, one of which
can capture objects such as satellites, giving it unique
operational capabilities. This feature underscores
China’s ambition to establish a leading position in
space technology and exploration.

In line with its space ambitions, China has announced a
series of future missions and projects, including a
manned lunar mission, the construction of a lunar
space station, and potential exploration of habitable
planets and extraterrestrial life. These plans highlight
China’s strategic efforts to expand its presence in
space and position itself as a primary global player in
the next frontier of space exploration. [Business
Standard]

China - Hong Kong: Social service
organizations face staffing and financial
struggles

(Ib) A recent survey by the Hong Kong Council of Social
Service (HKCSS) has found that many social service
organizations in the city are facing significant
challenges, particularly in staffing and fundraising. Of
the 141 groups surveyed, 121 reported human
resources difficulties, including a shortage of
registered social workers and frontline staff such as
carers. This shortage has been partly attributed to an
emigration wave since 2020 and the retirement of
experienced workers.

In addition to staffing issues, 110 organizations
reported financial challenges, with over 34 percent
experiencing a decline in donations amid the economic
downturn following the lifting of pandemic restrictions.
Some groups also struggled with insufficient resources
for fundraising efforts.

The Social Welfare Department currently provides
subsidies to 177 social service groups, and the
Community Chest of Hong Kong supports 167
organizations. [Hong Kong Free Press]
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China - Hong Kong: Former Stand News
editor appeals sedition conviction

(Ib) Patrick Lam, the former acting chief editor of Hong
Kong-based Stand News, has filed an appeal to
overturn his conviction on sedition charges. Lam was
convicted in August 2024, alongside the outlet's former
chief editor, Chung Pui-kuen, after both were found
guilty of "conspiracy to publish and reproduce
seditious publications" under a colonial-era law (see
AiR No. 36, September/2024, 1).

The case stems from a police raid on Stand News in
December 2021, during which authorities froze the
outlet's assets. Stand News subsequently ceased
operations. The prosecution argued that 11 opinion
articles published by the outlet were seditious, as they
were critical of the Beijing authorities and Hong Kong's
local government. The judge found that the articles,
published during the 2019 protests and unrest, could
have had "potential detrimental consequences to
national security." Judge Kwok ruled that Stand News
had not been engaged in genuine journalism but was
instead participating in what he referred to as "the so-
called resistance." He claimed the outlet's content was
intended to vilify the Chinese and Hong Kong
governments, particularly during a period of
widespread distrust among Hong Kong's population
toward authorities, the police, and the judiciary.

Lam’s appeal, lodged on October 22, challenges the
sedition conviction, while his co-defendant, Chung,
continues to serve his prison sentence. This case has
garnered attention as part of the broader crackdown
on media and free speech in Hong Kong under the
city's national security law, which was enacted by
Beijing in 2020 following the pro-democracy protests.
[Hong Kong Free Press]

Lam, 36, was initially sentenced to 14 months in prison
but was released in September after spending 10
months in pre-trial detention. His sentence was
reduced due to health reasons, with District Court
Judge Kwok Wai-kin taking into account Lam's medical
condition, which has left him with less than 30 percent
kidney function. Chung, 55, is currently serving a 21-
month prison term.

In late 2021 Hong Kong police raided Stand News, an
online news website founded in 2014, arrested senior
staff, and froze the company's assets (see AiR No. 1,
January/2022, 1). This led Stand News to lay off
employees and shut down operations.


https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-slilidl-l-jr/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-slilidl-l-jy/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-slilidl-l-jj/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-slilidl-l-jj/

China - Hong Kong: Autistic man appeals
conviction for flag desecration

(Ib) A man with autism, Wong Chun-lok, has appealed
his conviction for desecrating the Chinese national flag
and Hong Kong flags, citing his condition as a
contributing factor. The case highlights broader
implications of Hong Kong's amended National Flag
and National Emblem Ordinance, now part of a stricter
national security regime in the former British colony,
which imposes severe penalties for desecrating
national symbols.

The incident occurred on National Day in October 2022
when Wong, then 19, allegedly bent the flagpoles in
Sham Shui Po. Wong denied the charges, claiming he
was triggered by the bright colors of the flags and
acted to reduce the sensory impact.

In a hearing at Hong Kong's High Court, Wong's lawyer
argued that his client did not receive a fair trial due to
the “grave delinquency” of his previous lawyer, who
failed to adequately address Wong's autism as a
defense. The court was presented with new expert
evidence, including submissions from a psychiatrist,
clinical psychologist, and occupational therapist, to
assess Wong's condition. The defense argued that the
trial magistrate did not properly consider how Wong's
autism might have affected his actions and suggested
that accommodations, such as adjusting the pace of
testimony, were not provided during the trial.

The court trict Judge Frankie Yiu adjourned the case,
stating that he would need time to review the new
evidence and decide whether expert witnesses should
be called to testify. If the judge deems it unnecessary
to summon them, a judgment is expected within two
to three months. [Hong Kong Free Press]

China - Hong Kong: Government
implements restrictions on messaging
apps for civil servants

(Ib) New regulations restricting Hong Kong civil
servants from using cloud storage and instant
messaging services, including WhatsApp and WeChat,
on work computers are set to take effect by the end of
October 2024.

The Government Information and Technology Security
Policy and Guidelines, established in April, mandated
the restrictions due to the perceived "significant
security risks" associated with these services. Civil
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servants were given a six-month period to comply with
the new rules, which also include a ban on using
personal emails and public cloud storage on office
computers. Sun emphasized the urgency of the
situation, noting that the government must prioritize
data security in its operations.

The push for enhanced cybersecurity comes after a
series of incidents involving data breaches in various
government departments, comprising the personal
information of at least tens of thousands of people.
[AP News]

As part of these efforts, a mock cyberattack drill is
scheduled for November, aimed at preparing
government entities for potential threats. Additionally,
a proposed cybersecurity law addressing critical
infrastructure sectors is anticipated to be presented to
the legislature by the end of the year, further
reinforcing the government's commitment to
improving data security. [The Standard]

China - Hong Kong: Judicial review
launched by man denied early release
under National Security Law

(Ib) Ma Chun-man has initiated a judicial review
challenging the denial of his early release from prison
under Hong Kong's new national security law, known
as Article 23. This legal action marks the first case
contesting the newly enacted legislation, which was
implemented shortly after Ma's early release based on
good conduct was revoked on March 25. Ma is
currently serving a five-year sentence for inciting
secession under a separate security law imposed by
Beijing in 2020.

During the court hearing, the judge pointed out that
the legal landscape had changed significantly with the
enactment of Article 23, meaning that good conduct
alone was no longer sufficient for early release. He
noted that if the Commissioner of Correctional
Services deemed an early release would compromise
national security, there would be no obligation to refer
the case to a statutory board for consideration.

The hearing is set to continue, and Ma, who gained
notoriety during the 2019 protests, is expected to
remain incarcerated until November 2025. [South
China Morning Post]

Article 23 is the new Hong Kong security law signed by
Chief Executive John Lee on March 23, expanding on
the Beijing-imposed national security law. It aims to
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prevent potential subversion and interference,
granting police broader powers, such as holding
suspects without charge for up to 16 days and allowing
for closed-door trials. The law criminalizes activities like
espionage, sabotage, external interference,
insurrection, and treason, with broad definitions that
include actions related to "state secrets" and national
security. Those convicted of severe offenses under the
law may face life imprisonment, and organizations
collaborating with foreign forces can be banned from
operating in Hong Kong.

China - Hong Kong: Second phase of
plastic ban moves ahead without fixed
deadline

(Ib) Hong Kong's Secretary for Environment and
Ecology, Tse Chin-wan, announced that the city will
avoid setting a "hard deadline" for the second phase of
its disposable plastics ban. Tse stated that the
government aims to proceed in a way that
accommodates public opinion, citing past resistance to
Hong Kong's proposed waste tax as an example of the
need for gradual, cooperative policy implementation.
The first phase of the plastic ban took effect recently,
following a six-month adjustment period for
businesses.

In this initial phase, Hong Kong banned disposable
plastic items for dine-in services, including cutlery,
straws, and stirrers, although plastic cups and
containers remain permitted for takeaway orders. Tse
noted that while many businesses had adapted to the
new rules, there was still hesitation among the public
to use reusable alternatives. The Environmental
Protection Department (EPD) has since conducted
inspections, observing high levels of compliance and
working with businesses to ensure the transition to
eco-friendly options.

Restaurants have largely complied, with around 80
percent of customers opting out of takeaway utensils,
resulting in a reduction of approximately 30 million
sets of disposable cutlery. Tse acknowledged that eco-
friendly options need to be of higher quality to
encourage widespread adoption, as people should not
feel penalized by the shift to sustainable products.
Businesses not yet in compliance will receive support
and guidance from the EPD to source appropriate
alternatives.

In discussing the second phase, Tse emphasized the
importance of timing and industry collaboration,
aiming for a strategy that minimizes disruption. He



stressed that public understanding and support are
essential, adding that Hong Kong's experience with the
waste tax demonstrates the need to balance
environmental goals with public readiness. [Hong Kong
Free Press]

Japan: Ruling coalition loses majority in
lower house election

(hs) In a significant shift in Japanese politics, Japan's
ruling coalition, comprising the Liberal Democratic
Party (LDP) and Komeito, suffered a severe defeat in
the October 27 lower house election, losing its
majority. This outcome is primarily due to the
devastating electoral performance of the LDP, which
has been in power almost continuously since 1955.

Election results

Historically, the LDP has maintained a dominant
position in Japanese politics, winning every election
with little competition since returning to power in
2012. However, recent election results reveal growing
public discontent, as the LDP secured only 191 seats,
down from 259 in the 2021 election. Combined with
Komeito's reduced 24 seats (down from 32), the ruling
coalition now holds 215 seats, falling short of the 233
needed for a majority in the 465-member House of
Representatives.

Opposition parties won 250 seats, with the main
opposition, the Constitutional Democratic Party (CDP),
emerging as the big winner, increasing its seat count
from 98 to 148. Observers suggest that the CDP's gains
reflect more of a backlash against the LDP's
shortcomings than robust support for the CDP's
platform.

The defeat is widely attributed to a political funding
scandal involving unreported revenues generated by
LDP factions through fundraising activities and
implicating senior LDP lawmakers. This has further
angered an already weary electorate grappling with
inflation, stagnant wages, and a sluggish economy.

In addition, just days ahead of the election, the LDP
faced renewed scrutiny following revelations that it
provided funds to local chapters led by members
running without official endorsements due to a money
scandal. According to a party source, the LDP allocated
USD 130,000 to each chapter, regardless of leadership,
drawing criticism from opposition leaders who
perceived it as covert support for scandal-afflicted
candidates lacking LDP backing. [Kyodo News 1]
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Following the election, LDP leader and recently elected
Prime Minister Shigeru Ishiba faces pressure to form a
coalition, potentially with the center-right Democratic
Party for the People or the populist Japan Innovation
Party. Under Japan's constitution, parties have 30 days
to negotiate a coalition. Ishiba’s decision to call an early
election so soon after his appointment on October 1
raises questions about his leadership viability. He may
struggle to stay in power, though he might continue as
a caretaker leader in the interim. Meanwhile,
Masakazu Tokura, head of Japan’s influential business
lobby, emphasized the need for swift political stability
to support the economy, advocating for a government
centered around the LDP-Komeito coalition.

The LDP must now negotiate from a position of
weakness, needing to make concessions to retain
power while addressing the electorate's growing
dissatisfaction. Japan, traditionally seen as a stable
political force, a key U.S. ally, and an investment hub in
the Asia-Pacific, now faces heightened uncertainty with
both domestic and international implications. At home,
a fragile coalition complicates efforts to address critical
economic reforms, wage growth, and welfare
improvements for an aging population.

This instability has caused the yen to hit a three-month
low, with analysts anticipating prolonged political
negotiations, potentially involving new leadership.
Economic and security pressures, particularly from an
assertive China and a nuclear-armed North Korea,
compound the situation. Ishiba has pledged to take
swift action, promising no delays amidst these “very
difficult” economic and security challenges. [BBC] [The
Guardian] [Reuters]

Small extremist opposition parties increase seats

Small opposition parties advocating populist and
extreme policies gained seats, showing similarities to
trends in some European countries, where far-right
and far-left parties have gained traction due to public
frustration with mainstream politics perceived as
favoring elites.

The anti-establishment Reiwa Shinsengumi party more
than doubled its representation in the House of
Representatives, increasing its seats from three.
Meanwhile, the newly established Conservative Party
of Japan, led by novelist Naoki Hyakuta, secured its first
seat, promoting stricter immigration and refugee
policies to protect Japanese interests. [Kyodo News 2]

Reactions, coalition statements
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Ishiba described the outcome as a "very harsh
judgment" and expressed a need for the government
to respond, "humbly and solemnly." When questioned
about potential cooperation with opposition parties
Ishiba stated it would be natural to follow the public's
will if opposition parties had gained significant trust.
He confirmed that, even with opposition support, the
aim would remain an LDP-led government.

Addressing the LDP's future, Ishiba acknowledged the
public’'s desire for a party more aligned with their
expectations. He emphasized that the party must act
accordingly, mentioning plans to immediately activate
the Political Reform Headquarters as a first step. [NHK
News]

CDP leader Yoshihiko Noda Yoshihiko Noda described
the ruling LDP/Komeito coalition’s loss of the lower
house majority as a "huge achievement." Noda, who
took over the CDPJ in September, aimed to attract
moderate voters with a platform focused on political
reform.

Noda highlighted the election outcomes signaling the
public’s interest in reform and expressed openness to
start a “sincere dialogue with those who do not want
the LDP-Komeito government,” indicating interest in
cooperation with the smaller Democratic Party for the
People (DPP), which secured 28 seats. The DPP
campaigned on raising workers' incomes. It has been
viewed as a potential third partner in the ruling
coalition, its leader Yuichiro Tamaki, however, ruled
out joining the LDP-Komeito alliance, instead offering
selective, "policy-by-policy" cooperation. [Kyodo News
3] [NHK News] [Japan Times]

Meanwhile, Nobuyuki Baba, leader of the Japan
Innovation Party, which won 38 seats, affirmed he
would not consider entering the LDP-Komeito
coalition, for the moment, citing unresolved concerns
over the alliance politics and money scandal which he
said, “erodes trust”

He also commented on potential cooperation with the
CDP and the DPP, cautioning that the parties lack
alignment on core issues, including foreign policy,
security, and the constitution. He argued that a
coalition under these conditions would lead to political
disorder, dismissing the possibility of support. [NHK
News] [Japan Times]

Japan: New measures to combat sexual
harassment of job-hunting students
announced
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(sw) Japan's Health, Labor, and Welfare Ministry plans
to introduce mandatory measures to protect students
from sexual harassment during job hunting. This
includes setting interview rules and creating an inquiry
counter for harassment cases. The government aims
to amend existing laws in next year's ordinary Diet
session.

Currently, companies are required to prevent
harassment among employees but not toward job-
seeking students. A recent survey found that about 30
percent of students have faced sexual harassment
during the job search process, including inappropriate
questions, teasing and pressure for have lunch
outside. Many cases may go unreported due to
students' fear of potential repercussions on their job
prospects.

Final details will be determined by an advisory body to
the labor minister, with the new measures requiring
amendments to either the equal employment law or
the labor policy promotion law. [Mainichi]

Japan: 32,000 COVID deaths recorded, over
USD 3.1 billion in unrecoverable pandemic
relief loans estimated

(sw) According to government data, more than 30,000
people in Japan died of COVID-19 in the year following
the lifting of most coronavirus-related guidelines in
May 2023. The death toll of 32,576 is over 14 times
higher than the 2,244 fatalities caused by influenza in
the same period.

The health ministry's vital statistics indicate that 97
percent of COVID-19 deaths were among individuals
aged 65 and older. [Ministry of Health, Labor and
Welfare, Japan]

On May 8 last year, the government relaxed measures
by lifting quarantine requirements and reclassifying
COVID-19 alongside influenza, aiming to restore
normal social and economic activities. Financial aid for
treatment and prevention was withdrawn starting April
1. Japan Today]

Japan's Board of Audit has now revealed that JPY 468.5
billion (approximately USD 3.1 billion) of the JPY 1.44
trillion (around USD 9.45 billion) in interest-free COVID-
19 loans is deemed unrecoverable. The total amount
could rise further, with 140,000 applications for loan
forgiveness pending and continued write-offs for low-
income households.
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The emergency loans, offered between March 2020
and September 2022, aimed to provide swift relief,
allowing households to access up to JPY 2 million
(about USD 13,100) without the usual requirement for
a financial independence plan. In total, 3.82 million
applications were approved, and repayments began in
January 2023.

JPY 313.3 billion (around USD 2.05 billion) are set for
collection starting next January. However, the Ministry
of Health, Labor, and Welfare remains uncertain about
the amount they will successfully recover. [Mainichi]

Japan: IMF positive outlook on weaker
Yen

(hs) The International Monetary Fund (IMF) has
projected Japan's economic growth to increase from
0.3 percent in 2024 to 1.1 percent in 2025, driven by
rising real wages and strengthening consumption.
Nevertheless, Nada Choueiri, the IMF's Japan mission
chief, cautioned against excessive supplementary
budgets, advocating for targeted spending that
promotes growth rather than blanket subsidies,
particularly in light of Japan's considerable public debt.
[Reuters 1]

Choueiri commented on the economic implications of
a weak yen for Japan, stating that it is beneficial as the
boost to exports outweighs the increased import costs.
Choueiri advised the Bank of Japan (BOJ) to gradually
raise interest rates while remaining cautious due to
uncertainties surrounding inflation.

Choueiri highlighted the challenges posed by the
recent decline of the yen against the dollar, driven by
expectations of a widening interest rate gap between
the U.S. and Japan. This situation has raised concerns
among Japanese authorities about rising import costs
affecting households. However, she affirmed that the
benefits of increased exports from a weaker yen
ultimately support economic growth.

Finance Minister Katsunobu Kato has expressed
heightened vigilance regarding the yen's rapid
movements, underscoring the Japanese government's
commitment to a flexible exchange rate regime. The
BOJ recently raised short-term interest rates to 0.25
percent and signaled further hikes contingent on
progress towards a sustainable 2 percent inflation
target. [Reuters 2]
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Japan: Wage surge hits record high

(sw) In 2024, Japanese businesses reported an average
monthly pay increase of JPY 11,961 (USD 80), marking a
4.1 percent rise from 2023, according to a Ministry of
Health, Labor and Welfare survey. This wage boost is
the highest since data became available in 1999,
exceeding JPY 10,000 for the first time as management
and labor unions pushed for substantial raises amid
inflation concerns. The Ministry attributes part of the
increase to higher minimum wage and improved
company earnings, with 35.2 percent of surveyed firms
citing financial growth and 14.3 percent noting
workforce retention needs as reasons for pay hikes.

Despite the increase, real wages in Japan dropped for
the 26th consecutive month in May. They slightly
recovered in June and July, but declined again in
August, making up difficult for households to keep
pace with inflation.

Japan'’s largest labor union plans to seek a 5 percent
raise in next year's negotiations, aiming to address
wage disparities, especially for smaller firms.

The survey, conducted across 1,783 companies with
over 100 employees, revealed that all companies in
sectors like mining, utilities, and healthcare raised or
planned to raise wages, while only 74.4 percent of
companies in transportation and postal services
intended similar adjustments. [Kyodo News]

Japan: Unemployment rate drops to 2.4
percent in September

(sw) Japan’s unemployment rate declined to 2.4
percent in September from 2.5 percent in August,
marking the second consecutive month of
improvement. Government data released on October
29 showed a 2.3 percent drop in the number of
unemployed individuals, reducing the total to 1.68
million, largely due to fewer dismissals. Meanwhile,
voluntarily leaving jobs rose by 5.7 percent.

Labor market conditions showed accelerated gains,
particularly among women, whose unemployment rate
fell 0.3 percentage points to 2.1 percent. However,
male unemployment slightly worsened to 2.7 percent.
Job availability also rose to 124 job openings per 100
seekers.

Sector-wise, job offers in information and
communications surged by 8.9 percent year-on-year,
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while manufacturing and entertainment services saw
significant declines.

This tightening labor market, according to economist
Yuichi Kodama, reflects a chronic shortage and an
increased demand for workers from previously
underemployed groups, particularly women and the
elderly. [Kyodo News]

Japan: Retail giant Seven & i plans
expansion, rejecting second takeover bid
of Canadian rival

(sw) Japanese retail giant Seven & i Holdings aims to
increase its group sales to over JPY 30 trillion (USD 197
billion) by fiscal 2030, up from JPY 17.7 trillion in the
year ended February. Executive Director Ryuichi Isaka
announced the target during an investor briefing, with
plans to expand the company's global footprint to
100,000 stores across 30 countries, compared to
85,000 stores in 20 countries currently.

The announcement follows a renewed takeover bid
from Canadian rival Alimentation Couche-Tard Inc.,
offering about JPY 7 trillion - 20 percent higher than its
initial proposal. Seven & i had rejected the earlier bid,
citing it as undervaluing the company (see AiR No. 38,
September/2024, 3).

As part of its strategy to enhance corporate value,
Seven & i plans to focus more on its core convenience
store operations, including a rebranding to "7-Eleven
Corp." to reflect this shift. [Kyodo News]

Japan: Meta faces new lawsuits over fake
investment ads

(sw) Meta Platforms Inc., the parent company of
Facebook and Instagram, is facing new lawsuits in
Japan, accused of allowing fake investment ads with
celebrity endorsements. Thirty plaintiffs are collectively
seeking JPY 435 million (USD 2.8 million) in damages,
claiming Meta's inadequate safeguards allowed these
fraudulent ads to proliferate.

Filed across district courts in Osaka, Kobe, Yokohama,
Chiba, and Saitama, the lawsuits allege that Meta
ignored repeated requests from celebrities like
entrepreneur Yusaku Maezawa to remove ads falsely
featuring their names. Plaintiffs claim they were misled
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by these ads, which directed them to transfer funds
into designated investment accounts.

Kusuo Tsuneoka, a lawyer representing the plaintiffs,
argued that Meta should have anticipated the potential
harm and acted accordingly to protect users.
Additional lawsuits may be filed as the plaintiffs urge
others affected to come forward, advocating for
stronger regulations against deceptive advertising.

Meta, which is contesting similar claims filed earlier
this year in Kobe, is seeking a dismissal of the damages
claim.

Japan: Onagawa nuclear reactor set to
restart after over a decade

(sw) For the first time since the 2011 earthquake and
nuclear crisis, the Onagawa nuclear power plant's No.
2 reactor in Miyagi Prefecture, northeastern Japan, is
set to resume operations. This constitutes the first
boiling water reactor restart since the Fukushima
Daiichi incident.

Operated by Tohoku Electric Power Co., Onagawa'’s No.
2 unit passed strict post-Fukushima safety standards in
2020, following extensive safety upgrades, including a
29-meter-high seawall and reinforced earthquake
resistance.

In 2011, a magnitude 9.0 earthquake triggered a 13-
meter tsunami that struck the Onagawa plant. The
impact caused all three reactors to shut down
automatically and flooded the No. 2 unit's basement.
Tohoku Electric Power has since decommissioned the
No. 1 unit but loaded fuel into the No. 2 unit last
month, aiming for commercial operation by December.

Despite these efforts, local safety concerns persist.
Some Ishinomaki residents have opposed the restart,
citing evacuation plan flaws. Their 2021 lawsuit was
dismissed in May 2023, though appeals are ongoing.

The Japanese government is pushing reactor restarts
to boost energy security [see AiR No. 43, October/2024,
4] despite public concerns on nuclear power. [Kyodo
News]

Mongolia: Parliament committee
recommends warning for MP S. Erdenebat
over ethics violation
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(fs) The Ethics and Procedures Committee of
Mongolia’s Parliament discussed a complaint regarding
MP S. Erdenebat. The complaint alleges that Erdenebat
violated the law prohibiting members of parliament
from holding leadership positions in organizations,
except for collective decision-making bodies.

Erdenebat clarified that he had submitted a
resignation request from his role as President of the
Confederation of Mongolian Trade Unions (CMTU)
before becoming a MP but noted that the
organization's General Council could not hold two
general meetings in a year, delaying his resignation
until the next year.

The committee concluded that Erdenebat violated
Section 4.13 of the Parliamentary Code of Ethics by
holding a conflicting position. As a result, the
committee proposed issuing him a formal warning
under Article 11.1.1 of the code and urged swift action
on his resignation from the CMTU presidency.
[News.mn]

Mongolia: Prime Minister directs
economic growth efforts under New
Revival Policy

(fs) Prime Minister of Mongolia Luvsannamsrain Oyun-
Erdene has directed efforts to boost economic growth
through the "New Revival Policy" and the
Government's Action Program for 2024-2028.

Key government officials, including governors of
aimags (provinces) and the Capital, are required to
develop strategies in areas such as digitization,
artificial intelligence, technology transition, green
transition, and human resource development.

Minister and Chief Cabinet Secretary Uchral Nyam-
Osor was tasked with ensuring that government
institutions actively contribute to these growth efforts.
He will present the formulated national and sectoral
plans at the Cabinet meeting in January 2025 and hold
officials accountable if their tasks are not adequately
completed. Additionally, Odbayar Erdenebileg,
Chairman of the National Committee for Monitoring
and Evaluation, will oversee the implementation of the
directive to ensure compliance. [Montsame]

Mongolia: Political leaders' ratings decline
in October 2024 survey
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(fs) The MEC Research Organization released its
Political Barometer for October 2024, based on data
collected from 1,750 voting-age citizens in Ulaanbaatar
and rural areas between October 16-21.

President Ukhnaagiin Khurelsukh's approval rating fell
to 5.2, a 0.2-point drop from September, aligning with

his July rating. Supporters highlighted his integrity and
foreign relations, while critics focused on his perceived
incompetence and populism.

Parliament, which received a rating of 5.0 in July, saw a
steady decline, reaching 3.9 in October. Prime Minister
Luvsannamsrain Oyun-Erdene's rating dropped from
6.1 inJuly to 5.8 in October. While his supporters
praised his anti-corruption efforts, critics cited rising
prices and dissatisfaction with health services.

Ulaanbaatar Mayor Khishgeegiin Nyambaatar's rating
improved slightly, from 3.7 in September to 4.1 in
October. Supporters emphasized his work on road
repairs, while detractors criticized traffic congestion.

The survey also asked respondents to name politicians
they liked and disliked. Oyun-Erdene and Khurelsukh
led both lists, reflecting polarized public opinion. Party
ratings also showed a decline since the 2024
parliamentary elections. [Sonin]

Mongolia: National elderly care system to
be established

(fs) The Ministry of Family, Labor, and Social Protection
of Mongolia aims to create a national elderly care
system. This initiative includes nationwide risk
detection for the elderly, amendments to elderly care
regulations, and training health professionals in elderly
nursing. Development centers supporting active
elderly lifestyles will be established in each aimag
(province) and soum (district).

Minister of Family, Labor, and Social Protection Enkh-
Amgalan Luvsantseren held discussions with key
stakeholders, including the Ministry of Health, Social
Insurance, and gerontology experts, about
implementing these measures. The Government's
2024-2028 Action Program outlines five objectives to
enhance elderly care and social protection,
encouraging private and non-governmental
organizations' involvement.

Currently, the "Achlalt Khuukhduud" NGO provides
elderly care in Darkhan-Uul, Selenge aimags, and
Sukhbaatar district, while private companies offer
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home care services. To support these efforts, the
government plans to set service tariffs and ensure
funding through the Social and Health Insurance Funds
to improve care accessibility. [Montsame]

North Korea: Authorities halt potato
rationing

(ac) According to the Seoul-based online newspaper
Daily NK, food shortages in North Korea continue to
affect basic livelihoods, with authorities in Ryanggang
Province completely halting their annual potato
distribution to local residents, leading to severe food
shortages for vulnerable populations as winter
approaches.

All harvested potatoes in Hyesan, Ryanggang Province,
have been diverted to processing facilities, leaving
none for local residents. Historically, Hyesan provided
affordable potatoes to workers and dependent
households each October, covering fifty to sixty
percent of residents' winter food supply. The sudden
halt in potato rationing followed a directive from
central authorities to increase production of processed
potato products.

Since the onset of COVID-19, the regime has decreased
potato ration. However, this year's cuts have sparked
public frustration. Daily NK reported that potato
production has dropped significantly due to flooding.
Typical working households would normally receive
100 to 200 kilograms of potatoes at prices lower than
market rates; thus, the cessation of potato rationing
will significantly impact economically struggling
residents. [Daily NK]

North Korea: New law on national anthem
enacted

(ac) North Korea's parliament convened on October 25
to discuss a new law regarding its national anthem.
This meeting, held by the Standing Committee of the
14th Supreme People's Assembly (SPA) in Pyongyang,
aligns with leader Kim Jong-un's "two hostile states"
doctrine regarding inter-Korean relations. [KCNA]

While specific details of the national anthem law were
not disclosed, observers speculate it may dictate how
the anthem is sung or played during various events.
This legislative move follows Kim's characterization of
inter-Korean ties as hostile, which has likely led to
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modifications in the anthem's lyrics, potentially
removing references to the entire Korean Peninsula.

Historically, North Korea has enacted laws for the
national flag and emblem, but this marks the first
legislation specifically governing the national anthem.

South Korea's unification ministry indicated that this
new law could be part of North Korea's broader efforts
to instill patriotism. [Yonhap News]

South Korea: Protest from opposition
against president grows

(jb) The main opposition Democratic Party (DP) has
begun holding public rallies to protest President Yoon
Suk Yeol and First Lady Kim Keon-hee, as the
involvement of the Presidential Office and the
Prosecutor's Office in the First Lady’s bribery scandal
gains public attention.

The DP is joined by other minor opposition parties,
such as the Jinbo Party, which has initiated a petition
for the impeachment of President Yoon, aiming to
gather over one million signatures before December 7.
These rallies occur against the backdrop of civil society
organizations, such as Candlelight Action, which have
already conducted over 110 rallies calling for the
President's impeachment, contributing to the growing
dissatisfaction with the Yoon administration.

President Yoon's approval ratings have plummeted to
a record low of 20 percent as of October 25, according
to Gallup Korea, a ratings analytics company. For the
first time, the survey cited the President’s alleged
involvement in the controversies surrounding First
Lady Kim Keon-hee as a primary source of public
dissatisfaction. Other significant concerns identified in
last week's survey included worsening economic
conditions, rising living costs, insufficient
communication, and unilateral decision-making. The
Presidential Office has acknowledged these public
concerns and promised to improve performance.
However, opposition from political parties has taken to
the streets in the thousands, demanding that the
President resign. [The Korea Times 1]

On October 26, over 3,000 people gathered in Seoul to
protest the Seoul Central District Prosecutor’s Office
(SCDPO) decision not to pursue the case involving the
First Lady's alleged stock manipulation at Deutsch
Motors, which occurred between 2009 and 2011 and
resurfaced in 2020. This scandal was later
compounded by her acceptance of expensive luxury
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handbags as gifts from private individuals, suspected
to be in exchange for political favors. The SCDPOQO's
failure to pursue both cases has led to public and party
outrage.

A Supreme Council member of the DP, Rep. Kim Min-
seok, stated that the leader of the ruling People Power
Party (PPP), Han Dong-hoon, who is engaged in an
internal power struggle with Yoon for party influence,
should support the DP's call to form a special counsel
to investigate the First Lady’'s scandals.

Despite a consensus among opposition parties, the DP
is currently hesitant to vocalize its support for the
petitions from minor parties, as its own scandals
involving party leader Lee Jae-myung's past corruption
charges and ongoing court cases threaten to resurface.
[The Korea Times 2]

South Korea: Opposition condemns ruling
party lawmaker’s suggestion to attack
North Korean troops in Russia

(mc) The main opposition Democratic Party (DP) has
criticized ruling People Power Party (PPP) lawmaker
Han Ki-ho for sending a text to National Security
Adviser Shin Won-sik suggesting cooperation with
Ukraine to strike North Korean soldiers deployed in
Russia. In the message, caught on camera during a
parliamentary audit, Han proposed using attacks as
"psychological warfare" against North Korea. Shin
responded positively to Han's message.

The DP condemned the suggestion as recklessly
involving South Korea in Ukraine's conflict and
demanded that the government and the PPP apologize
for heightening public security concerns.

In response, the PPP accused the DP of leniency
toward North Korea, denouncing Pyongyang's use of
its soldiers as "cannon fodder mercenaries" in Ukraine.
President Yoon Suk Yeol added that South Korea might
consider supplying arms to Ukraine, affirming that
Seoul would not "sit idle" regarding Pyongyang's troop
dispatch. [Yonhap News Agency]

South Korea: Korean Medical Association
head set to be impeached

(jb) A motion by the Korean Medical Association (KMA)
has received 103 votes in favor of removing current
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president Lim Hyun Taek from office, out of a total of
246 delegates. The motion will pass if two-thirds of the
delegates attend the upcoming meeting and half of
those present support it.

The push to remove Lim arose from increasing
concerns about his competence in handling critical
issues, particularly regarding the government's
decision to raise medical school enrollment quotas.
The medical community and the KMA have been on
strike since February due to the government’s
repeated delays in negotiations with doctors over
these quotas. Additionally, the National Assembly
passed a nursing bill that allows nurses to take on a
larger role in medical treatments under supervision
(see AiR No. 36, September/2024, 1), a measure that
faced strong opposition from the KMA.

Lim's perceived inability to engage effectively with
politicians and the press, as expected of the head of a
major national medical association - a position he has
held since May - has led to dissatisfaction within the
medical community. Furthermore, he failed to prevent
the nursing bill from passing in parliament.

KMA members have also been divided on issues such
as engaging in conciliatory dialogue with the
government regarding the quotas, returning from
strike, and supporting the Prime Minister's call to ban
the blacklist of emergency doctors who continue to
operate. These unresolved issues have prompted a
reevaluation of the association's leadership. The KMA
meeting, likely to be held in early November, will
determine Lim's future with the organization. [The
Korea Times]

South Korea: Bipartisan consultative body
on livelihood issues launched

(jb) The ruling main and opposition parties, as of
October 28, have launched a bipartisan consultative
body on issues surrounding people’s livelihoods after
agreement between the People Power Party and
Democratic Party's leaders.

The consultative body will discuss pending livelihood
bills and provide action-oriented analysis and solutions
to issues on economic growth, especially in key sectors
such as artificial intelligence and semiconductors.
Other issues which will be explored include the
increasingly low national fertility rate and the
scrapping of the financial investment income tax. The
consultative body has emerged as a token of goodwiill
and cooperation between both parties at a time of
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increasing strain in dialogue as several recent bills split
party stances in the National Assembly. [Yonhap News
Agency]

South Korea: Prime Minister Han Dcuk
Soo vows to enact law to promote Al
industry

(ac) Prime Minister Han Duck-soo has announced that
the South Korean government is collaborating with the
National Assembly to fast-track legislation supporting
the Al industry. He emphasized the importance of
passing the proposed “Act on Industry and Framework
for Establishing Trustworthy Al,” which would create a
legal framework to promote the safe use of Al
technology and foster the development of the Al
industry. Han assured that the government would
invest in Al research, infrastructure, and workforce
development. [Yonhap News Agency]

The Al Act was introduced as part of President Yoon's
plan to position South Korea among the top three
global Al leaders by 2027. In September, Yoon
announced the formation of the Presidential
Committee on Al to guide the nation’s Al policy,
allocating approximately USD 49 billion to Al projects
(see AiR No. 40, October/2024, 1).

South Korea: Air Force, Navy undertake
drills in response to growing North
Korean aggression

(jb) Amidst growing threats of aggression from
neighboring North Korea, the South Korean Air Force
and Navy both held drills this week to assess their
combat preparedness.

Air and Space Forces role reassessed by JCS Chairman

The Air Force drills were overseen by the Joint Chiefs of
Staff Chairman Admiral Kim Myung Soo, who was
present at Osan Air Base which lies just 60 kilometers
south of the nation’s capital Seoul.

The drills were executed with the express need to
assess the Air Force's preparedness against the North's
cruise and ballistic missile systems, which form the
bulk of their aerial arsenal. As North Korea has
continued proliferating its weapons arsenal
throughout 2024, Kim has focused on employing the
Air and Space Forces and underlined the importance of
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coordination between allies in responding to North
Korean threats. The training involved teaching fighter
jet pilots to destroy ballistic missile bases and intercept
cruise missile attacks. No counterattacks were actually
fired during the training, however, owing to safety
concerns. [Yonhap News Agency 1]

Navy holds four-day exercise in East Sea

The ROK Navy was supported by the U.S. military in its
warship maneuver drills which took place between
October 22-25. The exercise was conducted to ensure
the readiness of the navy's fleet and all associated
aircraft in both naval and aerial battle in the face of
ongoing North Korean threats of conflict escalation.

Training was provided in countering infiltrations by
special enemy forces as well as in managing surprise
attacks from all fronts. Anti-submarine warfare and
electronic warfare also formed a large portion of the
drills as the nature of security threats from North
Korea continue to evolve. The exercise involved a
destroyer from the Sejong the Great fleet equipped
with the Aegis combat system produced by Lockheed
Martin, and the P-3 maritime patrol plane and the F-5
fighter as well. The U.S. military supported the drills
with its P-8 maritime patrol aircraft and their A-10
attack aircraft which was built to provide close air
support (CAS). [Yonhap News Agency 2]

South Korea: K2 tanks to be outfitted with
local power packs

(jb) The South Korean Defense Administration Program
Administration (DAPA) announced that the plan to
equip the army’'s K2 battle tanks with homegrown
transmission systems has officially been approved
during a defense meeting on October 28.

The effort, which is part of the Defense Project
Promotion Committee, which improves and
implements defense project plans, will begin with the
manufacturing of the new K2 tanks which form the
fourth batch of production and will be completed in
2028.

While the K2 has so far been equipped with a German-
developed transmission system, DAPA aims to localize
the manufacturing and procurement of equipment for
the K2 to streamline munitions export processes in
South Korea. The K2 tank is one of the most important
defense exports of the nation, alongside the K-9 self-
propelled howitzer, FA-50 light attack aircraft and the
Chunmoo multiple rocket launchers.
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The meeting also saw support for procuring more PAC-
3 missiles and the renovation of existing PAC-2 missile
launchers to ensure compatibility with the PAC-3 by
2031. The meeting also discussed the urgent need to
further develop the ROK Armed Forces’ capability
regarding low-altitude missile defense systems,
pushing the deadline for this project down from 2035
to 2033. [The Korea Herald]

Taiwan: KMT critiques court rulings on
legislative oversight reforms

(am) Lawmakers from the main opposition party, the
Kuomintang (KMT), have criticized Taiwan's
Constitutional Court ruling on October 25, which found
most amendment bills that were passed by the
opposition-dominated legislature and that expands the
legislature’s power to oversee the executive
unconstitutional.

KMT caucus whip Fu Kun-chi led a group of KMT
legislators in a protest outside the Legislative Yuan in
Taipei, where they chanted slogans such as “we will not
surrender.”

In contrast, the Democratic Progressive Party (DPP)
urged opposition members to refrain from disparaging
the Constitutional Court. The DPP also expressed
willingness to work with the KMT and other parties to
revise the bills to ensure their constitutionality. [Taipei
Times]

Most contentious among the proposed amendments
are measures obliging the president to deliver a state
of the nation address or respond within a specified
timeframe to legislative questions. The court rejected
these measures, affirming that such actions should
depend on negotiations with the Legislature.

The case was filed by the DPP legislative caucus,
President and DPP leader Lai Ching-te, the Executive
Yuan (Cabinet), and the Control Yuan (the supervisory
and auditory branch of the government), following
unsuccessful efforts to reject the amendments.

Fifteen justices nominated by former President Tsai
Ing-wen of the DPP delivered the ruling. [Focus Taiwan]

Taiwan: Taipei City councilor detention
extended


https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-slilidl-l-hu/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-slilidl-l-kl/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-slilidl-l-kl/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-slilidl-l-kr/

(hs) The Taipei District Court has ordered Taipei City
Councilor Ying Hsiao-wei of the main opposition party,
the Kuomintang (KMT), to remain in detention for
another two months in connection with a bribery case
involving real estate company Core Pacific Group and
former Taipei Mayor and current leader of the minor
opposition Taiwan People’s Party Ko Wen-je. Ying, who
has been detained since August 29, faces accusations
of accepting NTD 47.4 million (USD 1.48 million) in
bribes. The court cited concerns over potential witness
interference, evidence tampering, and her financial
means to flee as reasons for denying bail.

Prosecutors allege Ying, alongside Core Pacific Chair
Sheen Ching-jing, engaged in profiteering, money
laundering, and concealing assets. In a related ruling,
the Taiwan High Court dismissed Sheen's appeal to
end his detention, finding his health complaints
insufficient to justify release, as recent medical
evaluations indicated no significant change in his
condition. [UDN] [Taiwan News 1]

In a separate case, the verdict for northeastern Yilan
County Magistrate Lin Zi-miao regarding corruption
and money laundering charges will be announced on
December 31, with prosecutors seeking a 20-year
sentence, a five-year deprivation of citizenship rights
for Lin's alleged breach of the Anti-Corruption Act,
along with a two-and-a-half-year sentence, a NTD 2
million fine, and confiscation of illegal gains for the
alleged Money Laundering Control Act violation.

During closing arguments on October 23, Lin
maintained her innocence, asserting that she acted
lawfully and ethically. She expressed hope that the
judge would clear her name.

Lin, her daughter Lin Yi-ling, and 13 others, including
several Yilan County officials, were indicted in August
2022, on charges of corruption, forgery, unexplained
assets, and money laundering. Following the
indictment, many defendants retracted their
confessions, alleging improper conduct by
investigators. The defense also reviewed interrogation
videos.

The indictment alleges that Lin and her co-defendants
conspired to waive NTD 1.12 million (USD 35,000) in
land value increment tax for a privately owned plot of
land. In return, the landowners provided land for Lin’s
campaign headquarters during the 2018 county
magistrate election and for the KMT's 2020 presidential
candidate Han Kuo-yu. Lin allegedly gained NTD 2.4
million from this arrangement. [Taiwan News 2]
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Taiwan: 9 indicted for espionage for China

(dqgl) Taiwan's Criminal Investigation Bureau has
charged a member of the “Sun Alliance” crime
syndicate, Lee Huei-hsin, along with nine active and
retired military officers, with espionage for China,
following a five-month investigation.

Lee, 31, reportedly initiated contact with Chinese
intelligence during a temple exchange trip to Macau in
June 2023. Using her connections in criminal and
religious circles, she allegedly targeted financially
struggling officers, persuading them to gather sensitive
military information in exchange for up to NTD 150,000
(USD 4,600).

The recruited officers were required to submit ID
copies, take photos in uniform with a Chinese flag, and
pledge to surrender in case of war. Six active and three
retired officers joined Lee's network, providing data
such as travel records and schedules via the Telegram

app.

Taiwan: Aviation exercise conducted

(hs) On October 26, Taiwan commenced the Chang Tai
19 exercise in central and southern regions. This drill
simulates a battle between the Mechanized Infantry
333rd Brigade and the Armored 586th Brigade,
alongside units from the Navy, Air Force, and Army
Aviation and Special Forces Command. Its primary
goals are to improve joint operational capabilities,
refine command and logistics strategies, and evaluate
unit adaptability to unscripted combat scenarios.

The exercise consists of two days of preparation
followed by five days of mock combat, concluding on
November 1. Most of the engagements will take place
in central Taiwan, with additional activities in the
south. Lieutenant General Li Tien-lung, commander of
Taiwan's Sixth Army Corps, stated that recent military
drills focus on "realistic combat" training to enhance
mobility and real-time response capabilities. [Taiwan
News]

This exercise follows the Penghu Defense Command's
first nighttime live-fire drills, which involved M60A3
tanks, CM-21 armored vehicles as well as artillery
targeting sites off the southern coast of Penghu. These
drills simulated a surprise nighttime attack and landing
by opposing forces. Taiwan has intensified military
exercises in response to ongoing Chinese pressure.
[Focus Taiwan 1]
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Meanwhile, Taiwan's annual Tien Lung, or "Sky
Dragon," aerial exercises have been postponed from
the original start date of October 29 to November 4-8
due to poor weather conditions. The drills, which test
pilots' combat skills using F-16Vs, Mirage 2000-5s, and
Indigenous Defense Fighters (IDF), were delayed over
concerns about Tropical Storm Kong-Rey, which could
make landfall later this week, according to Taiwan's
Central Weather Administration. [Focus Taiwan 2]

Constitutional Law and

-Politics, Human Rights

and National Security in
South Asia

Bangladesh: Bid to remove president puts
opposition BNP at odds with student
movement

(Im) Political unrest is intensifying in Bangladesh as
student-led protests demand President Mohammed
Shahabuddin’s resignation over controversial remarks
about former Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina’'s August
resignation. The Anti-Discrimination Student
Movement accuses Shahabuddin of supporting
Hasina's "fascist" regime, setting a two-day deadline for
his resignation. This has sparked large protests in
Dhaka, where police used stun grenades to disperse
crowds attempting to breach the presidential palace.

The controversy began when Shahabuddin, in an
interview with the Bengali-language newspaper Manab
Zamin, claimed that he had not received Hasina's
resignation letter after she fled to India on August 5
during a student-led uprising. This statement directly
contradicted his earlier televised address, in which he
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stated he had received the letter. Shahabuddin’s
remarks have drawn sharp criticism from the interim
administration, led by Yunus, and student activists who
view the inconsistency as evidence of collusion with
the former administration. Shahabuddin, appointed
president by parliament following Hasina's re-election
in January, had dissolved parliament on August 8
before the interim government took over. [Associated
Press]

Amid calls for President Shahabuddin’s resignation, the
Bangladesh Nationalist Party (BNP) is approaching the
issue cautiously. After meeting with leaders from the
Anti-Discrimination Student Movement and the
National Citizens' Committee, the BNP has not yet
reached a decision. At the meeting, student leaders
demanded the establishment of a Second Repubilic,
Shahabuddin’s removal, and governance based on
national unity. Hasnat Abdullah, a coordinator of the
movement, noted that Jamaat-e-Islami and Islami
Andolan Bangladesh also support the call for the
president’s removal. [Dhaka Tribune 1] [The Daily Star]

However, Ruhul Kabir Rizvi, Senior Joint Secretary
General of the BNP, warned that Shahabuddin’s
resignation could create a significant constitutional
void, potentially leading to conspiracies from both
domestic and international actors. Legal experts echo
these concerns, noting that only parliament has the
authority to impeach a sitting president, as per the
constitution. [Dhaka Tribune 2]

Bangladesh: Ousted Awami League plans
protests amidst crackdown on party’s
student wing

(Im) The Awami League, the party of ousted Prime
Minister Sheikh Hasina, is preparing street protests
against Bangladesh's interim government, led by Chief
Advisor Muhammad Yunus. The planned agitation
comes in response to the student-led uprising that
toppled Hasina's government in August, forcing her to
resign and flee to India.

Since the regime’s fall, many Awami League leaders
have gone underground or fled Bangladesh, fearing
arrest or attacks. The Bangladesh International Crimes
Tribunal (ICT) recently ordered the arrest of 20
individuals, including 10 former ministers, for crimes
against humanity and genocide during the July-August
student-led mass uprising. These individuals were
already detained in connection with other cases. ICT
Chief Prosecutor Tajul Islam confirmed that three
prosecution petitions were granted.
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The reconstituted ICT, formed by the interim
government in mid-October, had earlier issued
warrants for former Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina and
45 others over similar charges related to the uprising,
which left at least 863 people dead and thousands
injured. So far, more than 60 complaints have been
filed against Hasina, her party leaders, and her
administration officials. The original tribunal,
established in 2010 by the Awami League government
to prosecute crimes from the 1971 Liberation War, was
restructured in response to recent events. [The Daily
Star 1]

Despite this, the party is reaching out to other political
forces for support, intending to launch protests in the
coming weeks. According to a party leader, the
protests aim to restore political momentum for the
party, which has so far been excluded from
consultations on the reformation of key institutions
and areas like the judiciary, electoral system, and
police. However, despite the exclusion of the Awami
League, the interim government faces challenges in
governance, precisely because much of the existing
security and bureaucratic apparatus has been shaped
by 15 years of Awami League rule. [Voice of America]

Crackdown on Awami League’s student wing intensifies

In its efforts to dismantle the Awami League’s
influence, the interim government recently banned the
Bangladesh Chhatra League (BCL), the party’s
influential student wing, labeling it a "terrorist
organization" under the Anti-Terrorism Act. The ban
was justified by citing a history of violence,
harassment, and misuse of public resources under BCL
leadership over the past decade and a half.

Former BCL activists are now being pursued for their
alleged involvement in suppressing anti-Hasina
protests, with many facing detention under broad and
vague accusations. The crackdown on BCL members
has led to increased violence against them, including
attacks, arrests, and killings, with over 100 activists
detained in connection with the July protests. [The
Business Standard]

Simultaneously, opposition groups like the Chhatra Dal
and Islami Chhatra Shibir, which were previously
suppressed by the BCL, have reemerged as powerful
forces on university campuses. The interim
government lifted the ban on Chhatra Shibir, originally
enforced by Hasina's administration under the same
anti-terror law now used against the BCL. This decision
has shifted the campus dynamics significantly, with
Chhatra Shibir and other opposition student wings
reclaiming influence. [Al Jazeera]
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Against this backdrop it is noteworthy that a leader of
the Anti-Discrimination Student Movement which led
the mass uprising against Hasina, recently spoke out
against the mass arrests of Dhaka University (DU)
students affiliated with BCL. In a recent statement,
Alam emphasized that many students joined BCL out
of necessity, primarily to secure better
accommodations rather than out of political loyalty.
[The Daily Star 2]

Writ petition seeks ban on political activities of Awami
League and 10 other parties

In a related development, three leaders from the Anti-
Discrimination Student Movement have filed a writ
petition with the High Court, seeking to ban all political
activities of the ousted Awami League and 10 other
parties, as well as prevent them from participating in
future elections. The petition alleges that these parties,
including the Awami League, engaged in
"indiscriminate killing of citizens, destroying
democratic institutions, and unconstitutionally
usurping state power," warranting their designation as
"terrorist organizations."

The petitioners also called for nullifying the results of
the 2014, 2018, and 2024 national elections, claiming
they were held unlawfully under the Awami League's
rule. Another rule was sought to charge MPs elected
from these parties with sedition and recover
government benefits, including land plots and duty-
free vehicles.

The petition also accuses the Awami League of
abolishing the caretaker government system to
manipulate elections and maintain power unlawfully. It
suggests that the Awami League's actions resemble
criteria under German law for banning political parties
and have violated Bangladesh's constitutional
mandate, thus undermining the country's democratic
framework. [The Daily Star 3]

Bangladesh: BNP, Jamaat-e-Islami aiming
to leverage momentum

(Im) The Bangladesh Nationalist Party (BNP) and
Jamaat-e-Islami, the largest Islamist political party in
Bangladesh, have intensified efforts to reshape the
country’s political landscape following the ousting of
Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina's Awami League in early
August. The two parties, which first formed a coalition
to oppose the Awami League and other political rivals
in 1990, are calling for urgent reforms, restoration of
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party rights, and nationwide protests to establish a
democratically elected government.

BNP-Jamaat alliance signals challenge for Awami League
comeback

BNP senior leader Mirza Abbas recently emphasized
that the Awami League, led by Hasina, would struggle
to regain influence if the BNP-Jamaat alliance remains
intact. Speaking at a memorial organized by Dhaka
South City Jamaat, Abbas highlighted BNP's
commitment to "rebuilding the country" alongside
Jamaat. He criticized Hasina for fleeing to India amid
the mass protests, while her allies remain active in
Bangladesh, hindering progress. He called for the
removal of these figures from power, stating that "the
Awami League and democracy cannot coexist." Abbas
urged other democratic parties to join forces against
Hasina's supporters to foster a Bangladesh free of
Awami League dominance. [The Daily Star]

BNP pushes for urgent reforms, plans November rallies to
establish elected government

Abbas’' remarks come against the backdrop of calls by
the BNP for urgent reforms to ensure a democratically
elected government. The party recently announced a
series of nationwide rallies in November, demanding a
clear election timeline, measures to curb rising prices,
and the withdrawal of legal cases against its leaders,
Khaleda Zia and Tarique Rahman. Speaking at a rally in
Dhaka on October 26, BNP Standing Committee
member Nazrul Islam Khan emphasized the need to
restore "people’s democracy" and prevent election
manipulation. He called for constitutional
amendments, including the reinstatement of a
referendum provision removed by a previous
administration, warning that delaying elections could
undermine democratic principles.[Dhaka Tribune] [The
Daily Star]

Jamaat Ameer calls for unity amid calls for restoration of
party rights

Meanwhile, Jamaat-e-Islami Ameer Dr. Shafiqur
Rahman has called for unity across party lines to build
a "fascism-free, youth-centric, and humane
Bangladesh." Speaking at a gathering in Bogra on
October 26, he demanded the restoration of Jamaat's
registration and party symbol, which he claimed were
unjustly revoked. Rahman emphasized supporting
families of those killed during the student-led mass
protests and providing medical care to the injured,
calling it a "moral duty."
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The removal of Jamaat's party rights has been a
contentious issue in Bangladesh's political landscape.
In 2013, the High Court ruled that Jamaat's registration
as a political party was illegal, citing its violation of the
constitution's secular principles. This decision stripped
Jamaat of its ability to participate in elections, marking
a significant setback for the party, which had been a
key political force since the 1980s. The Election
Commission later canceled Jamaat's registration,
preventing it from fielding candidates independently
under its symbol in national elections. The move came
amid widespread allegations against Jamaat leaders of
war crimes during Bangladesh's 1971 War of
Independence.

During the event, Rahman condemned the Awami
League government, accusing it of killing 12 Jamaat
leaders, including two ameers, through "mock trials,"
destroying homes, and jailing thousands of members.
He vowed to bring ousted Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina and her allies to justice, ensuring that fascism is
eradicated from Bangladesh. [Dhaka Tribune]

Bangladesh: Jamaat-e-islami forms all-
Hindu union committee in Rangpur

(vk) Jamaat-e-Islami, Bangladesh's largest Islamist
political party, established its first all-Hindu union
committee in Rangpur. The formation followed a
meeting with local Hindus, attended by 200 people,
including community leaders. Jamaat emphasized that
non-Muslims committed to protecting Bangladesh's
sovereignty can join the party if they adhere to its
rules, ensuring equal civil rights for all. The committee
may expand with more Hindu members. [The Daily
Star]

Bangladesh: Special cell formed to
preserve July-August mass uprising

(Im) Bangladesh’s interim government has established
a special cell dedicated to preserving the history of the
July-August student-led mass uprising. Formed under
the health ministry's health services division, the cell
was approved following an advisory council meeting on
October 17. It aims to document the events accurately,
including finalizing a list of those killed.

The ten-member cell will be led by an additional or
joint secretary-level officer and will include officials
from the cabinet division, medical experts, and two
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student representatives. It will also feature a
representative from the public information
department of the information and broadcasting
ministry. [The Daily Star 1]

Meanwhile, Chief Adviser Prof Muhammad Yunus has
instructed advisers to accelerate the development of a
museum at Gono Bhaban, the former official residence
of ousted Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina. During a
recent visit, Yunus emphasized that the museum
should memorialize both Hasina's misrule and the
public's uprising against her government. He
suggested that a replica of the "Aynaghar," the
infamous detention center used by Hasina's security
forces, be included to remind visitors of past abuses.
[The Daily Star 2]

Bangladesh: Legality of Article 70 petition
hearing deferred

(Im) The High Court has postponed the hearing of a
petition challenging the legality of Article 70 of the
Constitution of Bangladesh. This article mandates the
cancellation of a lawmaker's membership if they vote
against their nominating political party.

The deferment occurred after the petitioner failed to
provide a certified copy of a 2018 High Court verdict
that had dismissed a similar challenge. The petitioner
argued that Article 70 contradicts democratic
principles, citing a 2017 observation from the Appellate
Division that deemed the article conflicting with
constitutional provisions.

A similar petition was previously dismissed in August
2018. The petitioner plans to present the necessary
documents to the court to continue the case. [The
Daily Star]

Bangladesh: Supreme Court proposes
separate secretariat for judiciary

(Im) Bangladesh’'s Supreme Court has proposed
establishing an independent secretariat to separate
the judiciary from the executive branch, aiming to
enhance judicial independence. This would transfer
authority over lower court appointments, transfers,
and promotions from the law ministry to the Supreme
Court.

The proposal, submitted by Chief Justice Syed Refaat
Ahmed, includes a concept paper and draft
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organogram outlining the need for a dedicated
secretariat. If approved, new roles such as secretary
and additional secretaries will be created.

Historically, efforts to separate the judiciary have been
hindered by political resistance. The 1999 Masdar
Hossain case ruling emphasized the necessity of an
independent judiciary secretariat as a key step in the
separation of powers. [The Daily Star]

Bangladesh: 600 officials under
consideration for joint and deputy
secretary promotions

(Im) The government is preparing to promote around
600 officers from the 24th and 30th Bangladesh Civil
Service (BCS) batches to the ranks of joint secretary
and deputy secretary. The initial selection process is
nearly complete, and the Superior Selection Board, led
by the cabinet secretary, is set to begin meetings next
month to finalize the promotions.

The candidates include 316 deputy secretaries from
the 24th BCS batch, who joined service in 2005, and
291 senior assistant secretaries from the 30th BCS
batch, who entered public service in 2012. Officials
from other batches who were previously overlooked
for promotions are also being considered.

This marks the first regular promotion initiative by the
interim government since assuming office on August 8.
Chief Adviser and de facto leader Muhammad Yunus,
handling the public administration portfolio, initiated
three rounds of promotions to deputy secretary, joint
secretary, and additional secretary positions within the
first month.

Currently, there are about 850 joint secretaries serving
against 300 sanctioned posts, while approximately
1,600 deputy secretaries are serving against 1,000
sanctioned positions. The promotion guidelines
require 75 percent of deputy secretary roles to be filled
by administration cadre officials, with the remaining 25
percent filled by other cadres.

Some 194 deputy secretaries claim to have been
overlooked for promotions, citing an imbalance in
treatment between administration cadre and non-
admin officials. Critics urge adherence to the merit list
and batch seniority established by the Public Service
Commission for a fair and merit-based promotion
system. [The Daily Star]
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Bangladesh: US 84 million worth of sand,
stones looted in Sunamganj; four police
officers under probe

(Im) An investigation is underway against four local
police officers for allegedly looting sand and stones
worth BDT 10 billion (USD 84 million) from the
Dhopajan-Chalti rivers in Sunamganj. Reports indicate
that sand extraction operations involved coordination
with police personnel, who allegedly received
payments in Sunamganj, either at the launch terminal
or near the police station. [The Daily Star]

Bangladesh: Bridge construction over
Gazipur Canal drags on for five years

(Im) The Local Government Engineering Department
(LGED) initiated the construction of a 48-meter bridge
over Gazipur Canal in Barguna's Amtali upazila on
January 1, 2019, with an estimated cost of BDT 42.3
million (USD 355,000). Despite an initial deadline of
September 29, 2020, and two deadline extensions, the
bridge remains incomplete.

After contractor Abul Kalam Azad transferred the
project to Tanveer Ahmed Dipu, LGED issued a warning
in mid-September for abandoning the work. Dipu cited
pandemic impacts and rising costs as reasons for
delays, promising completion within three months.
LGED is considering canceling the contract. [The Daily
Star]

Bangladesh: PSTU forms committee to
investigate corruption during Awami
League rule

(Im) Patuakhali Science and Technology University
(PSTU) has established a 49-member commission to
investigate financial, administrative, and academic
irregularities that occurred during the Awami League
regime. [The Daily Star]

Bangladesh: Journalist arrested in
Khagrachari amid multiple charges

(Im) Pradip Chowdhury, president of the Khagrachari
Journalist Union and correspondent for Samakal, was
arrested near Khagrachari Sadar police station on
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October 25. Since the ouster of former Prime Minister
Sheikh Hasina on August 5, five cases have been filed
against him across four police stations, including
allegations of attacks on Bangladesh Nationalist Party
(BNP) leaders, vandalism, and involvement in a clash
with student protesters on August 4.

Journalists condemned the arrest, demanding Pradip's
immediate release and calling for proper investigation
before detaining any journalist. Pradip also leads the
local Safe Roads Movement and Environmental
Protection Movement. [Dhaka Tribune]

Bangladesh: Tea workers in Sylhet issue
48-hour strike ultimatum over unpaid
wages

(Im) Workers from 18 tea gardens under National Tea
Company Ltd (NTCL) in Sylhet have threatened to go
on strike starting October 30 if their unpaid wages,
pending for six weeks, are not cleared by October 29.
Over the weekend, workers blocked Osmani Airport
Road in Ambarkhana to demand payment but lifted
the blockade after two hours.

The workers, who have been surviving on rations for
two months, report that rations have stopped in the
past week, causing severe hardship. NTCL's General
Manager cited disruptions from recent student
protests that led banks to withhold loans, impacting
wage disbursement. He expressed hope that payments
could resume next week.

The strike has led to financial losses for NTCL, with
daily production of 18,000-20,000 kg of tea leaves
halted. Workers in Moulvibazar and Habiganj have also
shown support for the movement. [The Daily Star 1]

In related but separate developments, USAID, PVH
Corp, and CARE have partnered under the Women
Thrive in Bangladesh project to promote a sustainable
future for women in the ready-made garment (RMG)
sector. At a roundtable in Dhaka, experts and
participants emphasized the need for a supportive
work environment, improved resources, and skill
development for women workers. [The Daily Star 2]

Bangladesh: BNP leader accused of
attacking minority home in Gazipur
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(Im) A minority community in Gazipur has accused a
group, reportedly led by a local Bangladesh Nationalist
Party (BNP) leader, of vandalizing their home on
October 25. The incident involved forced entry,
property damage, and theft of BDT 200,000 (USD
1,680) and gold. Local BNP representatives described
the situation as a personal dispute, not politically
driven. [The Daily Star]

Bangladesh: Rising violence against
women highlighted amid recent incidents

(Im) At a stakeholder meeting in Sylhet on October 26,
Sharmeen S. Murshid, Adviser on Social Welfare and
Women and Children Affairs, described violence
against women as a “social disease,” stressing that it is
increasing in Bangladesh, similar to global trends.
Murshid emphasized the complicity of abusers and
bystanders and noted the challenges in rescuing and
reintegrating victims. She urged stronger collaboration
among stakeholders and called for timely reporting of
domestic violence cases to the Ministry of Women and
Children Affairs within 24 hours to ensure support for
rehabilitation. [Dhaka Tribune]

Recent incidents underscore Murshid’'s concerns,
including a gang rape in Noakhali on October 21. Two
men have been jailed for abetting the assault of a
woman and her daughter, who were attacked by four
men who broke into their hut. According to the
complaint, two men raped the mother outside while
the others raped the daughter indoors. The attackers
threatened the victims with death if they reported the
crime. [The Daily Star 1]

Meanwhile, in Dhaka, police discovered the body of
another woman with her throat slit, inside a furniture
factory on October 28. The woman had been living
nearby with her husband, who has been missing since
the incident. [The Daily Star 2]

Bangladesh: Halda fishers struggle amid
failed loan program

(Im) A'loan program launched in 2010 by the
Department of Fisheries (DoF) under the "Halda River
Natural Fish Breeding Ground Development and
Management Project" aimed to support 2,300
fishermen affected by the Halda River fishing ban but
has largely failed. Each fisherman received BDT 10,000
(USD 84), but poor planning and lack of supervision
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resulted in unsuccessful loan collection. The complete
fishing ban enforced in 2020 left fishermen without
compensation, pushing them further into financial
distress. Efforts to shift to an incentive program for
alternative livelihoods have yet to provide sustainable
support, leaving many in continued hardship. [The
Daily Star]

Bangladesh: Interim government to
create 14,000 temporary healthcare posts

(Im) Bangladesh’s interim government plans to
approve 14,000 temporary posts at the community
level to strengthen grassroots healthcare services. The
proposal follows a request to create 19,388 new
positions for community healthcare facilities. The
secretaries' committee on administrative
improvement, chaired by Cabinet Secretary Dr. Sheikh
Abdur Roshid, will review the proposal.

The Finance Division has outlined the pay scale for
13,949 posts, which will be part of the Community
Clinic Health Support Trust's structure. These positions
are initially under the development budget but will
now shift to the revenue budget.

Community clinics, the lowest tier of healthcare in
Bangladesh, provide basic health, family planning, and
nutrition services, along with 30 types of free
medicines. Bangladesh operates about 15,000 such
clinics, though 8,500 require repairs. Clinics operate six
days a week, managed by a Community Health Care
Provider, often a local woman, with support from a
Health Assistant and a Family Welfare Assistant. [The
Daily Star]

Bangladesh: Panic sales push stocks to
four-year low

(Im) Stocks in Bangladesh fell to a four-year low this
week after the Bangladesh Securities and Exchange
Commission (BSEC) formed a committee to investigate
the market's sharp decline. The DSEX index of the
Dhaka Stock Exchange (DSE) dropped 66 points, or
1.34 percent, to 4,898, its lowest since November 2020.

Analysts cited high bank interest rates, weak corporate
performance, trigger selling, and a crisis of investor
confidence as reasons for the drop. The finance
ministry noted that recent changes had exposed issues
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like looting and manipulation that were previously
masked by floor price and circuit breaker mechanisms.

In August, following the fall of the Sheikh Hasina-led
government, DSE market capitalization surged by BDT
679 billion (USD 5.7 billion), or 10.52 percent, but then
dropped by BDT 697 billion (USD 5.9 billion), or 9.77
percent.

Experts urged investors to hold their stocks,
anticipating a possible recovery through
macroeconomic improvements. [The Daily Star]

Bangladesh: GDP growth hits five-quarter
low

(Im) Bangladesh’s GDP growth dropped to 3.91 percent
between April and June 2024, the lowest in five
quarters, due to contractionary policies to address
dwindling foreign reserves and inflation, according to
the Bangladesh Bureau of Statistics (BBS). In the same
period a year earlier, growth was 6.88 percent.

The drop follows a decline in growth from 5.42 percent
in the previous quarter, highlighting challenges such as
high inflation, reduced foreign reserves, and a lack of
private investment. Export earnings fell by 5.89 percent
and imports by 10.61 percent during the quarter, with
imports of raw materials and capital machinery
declining 15.9 percent and 23.86 percent, respectively.

The industrial sector grew by 3.98 percent, down from
10.16 percent a year earlier, while the service sector
growth slowed to 3.67 percent. Agriculture grew by
5.27 percent, also down from the previous year.

Earlier projections from the International Monetary
Fund (IMF) and World Bank estimated GDP growth at
5.4 percent and 5.2 percent, respectively, for the fiscal
year. The decline in growth was attributed to weak
consumption, high input costs, and supply chain
disruptions. Capital spending was also muted, with the
annual development program implementation rate at
80.9 percent. [The Daily Star]

Bangladesh: Reactor assembly completed
for Rooppur's first nuclear unit

(Im) The first reactor unit at Bangladesh's Rooppur
nuclear power plant has completed its assembly,
marking a key milestone in the project. Located 160
kilometers from Dhaka, the plant features two Russian
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VVER-1200 reactors under a USD 12.65 billion
agreement with Rosatom, signed in 2011. The
Bangladesh Atomic Energy Commission began
construction of the first unit in November 2017 and the
second in July 2018, with an expected lifespan of 60
years, extendable by 20 years. [World Nuclear News]

Bangladesh: Government pushes to
stabilize commodity prices amid rice and
onion hikes

(Im) The Bangladesh government is intensifying efforts
to control rising commodity prices, according to Farida
Akhter, adviser to the Ministry of Fisheries and
Livestock. Speaking at a seminar at Bangladesh
Agricultural University, Akhter emphasized the
challenge of aligning prices with production costs,
particularly in the poultry sector, where feed safety is
vital. She also called for stricter pesticide regulations in
the fishing sector and broader food safety awareness.
[The Daily Star 1]

Meanwhile, rice and onion prices have surged in
Dhaka’s markets, straining low-income households.
Over the past week, rice prices rose by BDT 1 to 3 (USD
0.0084 to 0.025) per kg due to increased paddy costs
and limited mill supply. Despite sufficient stocks in
wholesale markets, traders cite rising wholesale costs
as the main reason for the increase. However, they
expect prices to stabilize by the end of November as
new harvests arrive. [The Daily Star 2]

Onions have seen even sharper price increases,
reaching BDT 165 (USD 1.39) per kg for local varieties,
while imported onions from India are selling at BDT
120-130 (USD 1.01-1.09) per kg. Traders attribute the
spike to higher import costs, dwindling local stocks,
and delays in new crop planting due to heavy rainfall.
Additionally, Diwali market closures in India
temporarily impacted supply, but importers expect
prices to stabilize within a week. [Dhaka Tribune 1]

In response, Adviser Asif Mahmud Shojib Bhuiyan
inspected Dhaka's kitchen markets on October 26,
noting generally stable vegetable prices with slight
variations. He anticipates further price drops as winter
vegetables become available. [Dhaka Tribune 2]

Bangladesh: Two dengue patients die, 961
hospitalized in 24 hours
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(Im) In the last 24 hours, two dengue patients died and
961 were hospitalized nationwide, with 381 cases in
Dhaka and 580 in other regions, according to the
Directorate General of Health Services (DGHS). This
brings the total dengue cases in 2024 to 55,663, with
271 reported deaths so far. In comparison, 2023 saw
1,705 deaths and 321,179 cases from the mosquito-
borne disease. [Dhaka Tribune]

Bangladesh: Rizwana urges reduction of
fossil fuel use to combat climate change

(Im) Syeda Rizwana Hasan, Adviser for Environment,
Forest, and Climate Change, emphasized the need to
reduce fossil fuel consumption, adapt development
models, and work collectively to control pollution. In a
video message at an event held at the Press Institute of
Bangladesh (PIB) over the weekend, she identified
fossil fuel use as a major driver of climate change.
Rizwana urged journalists to leverage their training for
effective coverage of the 29th Conference of the
Parties to the United Nations Framework Convention
on Climate Change (COP29) and to support at-risk
communities through practical actions. [Dhaka
Tribune]

Bangladesh: Transfers insufficient for
accountability in student deaths, says
student leader

(Im) A central coordinator of the Anti-Discrimination
Student Movement criticized the transfer of police
personnel involved in the killing of students during the
July uprising, calling it an inadequate form of
punishment. Speaking at a gathering in Rangpur, he
referenced the police shooting that led to a student's
death on July 16, demanding legal accountability for
those responsible. He warned that without meaningful
punitive measures, Bangladesh could face larger
uprisings and more violence.

The student leader condemned financial exploitation
through false cases and criticized a governance system
that allows one party to rule while oppressing others.
He described this as a betrayal of the ideals of those
who died for a better Bangladesh. The gathering in
Rangpur, held amid protests from opposition leaders,
was marked by calls for a grand rally of students and
the public to resist political collaborators and demand
justice. [The Daily Star]
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Bangladesh: Gunfire in Geneva Camp
injures three amid drug-related clash

(Im) Three people, including a child, were injured in a
shooting at Geneva Camp, a densely populated
settlement located in Dhaka's Mohammadpur area, on
October 26. According to residents, rival groups
frequently clash over drug trafficking and extortion
within the camp. [Dhaka Tribune]

Geneva Camp, also known as "Bihari Camp," is home
to thousands of Urdu-speaking individuals, primarily
Biharis who migrated from India during the 1947
partition and were stranded in Bangladesh following
the 1971 Liberation War. Residents have faced
longstanding challenges, including inadequate
housing, poor sanitation, limited access to education
and healthcare, and economic hardships.

The latest incident follows earlier fatal shootings on
September 4 and August 6, linked to ongoing conflicts
over control of the drug trade. After the fall of the
Awami League government on August 5, allegations
surfaced that looted weapons from local police
stations are being used by factions to assert
dominance in the area. [Dhaka Tribune]

Bangladesh: Army chief meets chief
adviser after US, Canada visit

(Im) Bangladesh Army Chief General Waker-Uz-Zaman
met with Bangladesh’s Chief Adviser and de facto
leader Muhammad Yunus on October 26. During the
meeting, General Waker-Uz-Zaman briefed Yunus on
his recent visit to the United States and Canada, which
included discussions with UN peacekeeping personnel
and senior military and civilian officials, including the
US Army Chief. [Dhaka Tribune]

Bangladesh: Army hospitals treat over
2,500 injured in student protests

(Im) The Bangladesh Army has provided medical care
to 2,533 students injured during anti-discrimination
protests, with ongoing treatment at Combined Military
Hospitals (CMHs) nationwide. Of the injured, 867
students remain under treatment, while others have
been discharged. [Dhaka Tribune]
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Bangladesh: Police intensify crackdown
on crime, teen gangs behind surge in
muggings

(Im) Law enforcement agencies have intensified anti-
crime operations across Bangladesh, targeting a surge
in mugging, theft, and robbery, particularly in Dhaka's
Mohammadpur and Dhanmondi areas. Recent joint
drives led to the arrest of 34 suspects, including teen
gang members, within 24 hours. Authorities also
detained two blacksmiths for supplying machetes to
gangs, seizing 40 weapons.

Dhanmondi has witnessed similar criminal activity,
with a high-profile case on October 19 where BDT 50
million (USD 421,000) was stolen from a money
exchange manager at gunpoint. Despite increased
police patrols, the suspects remain at large.

The Inspector General of Police (IGP), Md Mainul Islam,
has directed police unit chiefs to step up efforts
against various crimes, including terrorism, extortion,
drug-related offenses, and teen gang activities. Since
October 18, over 2,500 arrests have been made,
including 200 robbers, 16 terrorists, and more than
1,100 offenders connected to protests.

In Dhaka, authorities have established 150 permanent
and mobile checkpoints, deployed 300 motorcycle
teams, and activated 250 patrol teams to ensure
security. Temporary police outposts have been set up
in crime hotspots, while ongoing army operations aim
to maintain public security nationwide.

The IGP emphasized legal action against offenders,
especially those involved in extortion and political
violence, to restore safety and public confidence. [The
Daily Star] [Dhaka Tribune]

Bhutan: Addressing aging and healthcare
workforce challenges becomes national
priority

(mt) Bhutan faces an urgent demographic shift, with its
elderly population expected to reach 118,650—7.4
percent of the total population—by 2047. This
transformation demands immediate action to maintain
economic stability, ensure social security, and adapt
the healthcare system to meet rising demands.
Simultaneously, the country grapples with a critical
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shortage of healthcare workers, prompting the
government to recruit 145 foreign nurses.

As Bhutan's aging population grows, sustaining the
social security and pension systems becomes a top
concern. The increasing number of retirees, coupled
with a shrinking workforce, threatens to strain existing
resources. Expanding pension coverage and
encouraging private savings are crucial to prevent a
looming social security crisis. Reforms are also needed
to support a balanced dependency ratio and maintain
economic resilience.

Healthcare must adapt to the aging population’s
needs. Geriatric services require significant
enhancement, including training healthcare workers
and implementing preventive health programs. The
demand for specialized care is expected to rise,
necessitating more robust infrastructure and skilled
personnel to ensure the elderly receive adequate care.
[Kuensel Online 1]

To address these healthcare challenges, the
government approved the temporary recruitment of
145 foreign nurses, as announced by Health Minister
Tandin Wangchuk. The nurses, arriving in three
batches, will support facilities like the Jigme Dorji
Wangchuck National Referral Hospital JDWNRH) and
the Gyaltsuen Jetsun Pema Wangchuck Mother and
Child Hospital. The Ministry of Health has adjusted pay
structures, setting foreign nurses' salaries at 30
percent of the basic pay for local nurses, ensuring fair
compensation and addressing local nurses' concerns.

While foreign nurse recruitment offers temporary
relief, it highlights broader challenges. The Ministry of
Health recently recruited 156 local nurses, yet high
attrition rates persist. From January to October 2024,
94 nurses resigned, and 106 took extraordinary leave,
further straining the system. As part of broader efforts,
the Ministry has launched the Extended Clinical
Services (ECS) program, offering overtime pay to
healthcare workers in critical areas. [Kuensel Online 2]

Bhutan: New protocol bars direct
communication between government
officials and media

(mt) Government ministers and senior officials in
Bhutan are now barred from directly communicating
with the media. Under new protocols, all media
inquiries must go through the Policy and Planning
Division (PPD), the designated media focal point for
each ministry. This shift marks a departure from
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previous practices where ministers and officials were
generally accessible to journalists.

The tighter restrictions, introduced by the Ministry of
Industry, Commerce, and Employment (MolCE)
through a Standard Operating Procedure (SOP),
prevent ministers from discussing government
decisions, even when directly involved. The SOP
mandates that media requests be funneled through a
designated focal person, such as the chief of PPD or a
qualified officer, effectively centralizing information
flow.

Journalists report longer wait times and incomplete
responses, as media focal persons often lack detailed
information. Concerns have emerged that this new
protocol, aimed at coordinating public communication,
may hinder transparency and the media's role in
government accountability. Media professionals are
urging the government to reconsider the policy, citing
its adverse impact on timely access to information.
[Kuensel Online 1] [Kuensel Online 2] [Kuensel Online
3]

Bhutan: Civil servant performance trends
toward average

(mt) Bhutan's 2023-24 civil service performance review
shows a shift toward mediocrity, with fewer top and
bottom ratings. The Royal Civil Service Commission
(RCSCQ) report highlights a drop in both 'Partially
Meeting Expectations' (PME) and 'Exceeding
Expectations,' suggesting a neutral stance among civil
servants, possibly due to a lack of immediate rewards.

The bell-curve-based evaluation revealed that 12.22
percent of executives and P1 Management were rated
as 'Exceeding Expectations,' while 84.85 percent met
expectations. The PME category was 2.93 percent,
below the expected three percent. Among general
staff, 6.78 percent were outstanding, 15 percent very
good, and 75.33 percent good, with a PME rate of 2.89
percent.

The performance management system, introduced in
2022-23, aims to boost productivity and identify high
performers. However, feedback suggests it has led to
increased friction between supervisors and
subordinates.

In the first nine months of 2024, 1,169 civil servants, or
3.8 percent of the workforce, voluntarily resigned,
showing a decrease from previous years. Bhutan's civil
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service currently numbers around 30,000. [Kuensel
Online]

Bhutan: New curriculum emphasizes
mindfulness and well-being

(mt) Bhutan's Ministry of Education and Skills
Development (MoESD) has unveiled a revised
curriculum and the National Education Policy 2024,
focusing on aligning the country's educational
standards with contemporary needs while
emphasizing holistic well-being. Education Minister
Yeezang De Thapa stated that these reforms are
aligned with Royal Kasho's vision, which advocates for
an education system that balances academic
achievement with emotional and mental health.
Developed in consultation with Cambridge
International, the revisions were presented at the
National Education Conference in August 2024.

A core element of the new curriculum is the integration
of mindfulness and well-being practices, targeting
emotional intelligence, self-awareness, and
compassion. This aligns with Bhutan's Gross National
Happiness (GNH) philosophy, aiming to improve
student mental health while promoting a balanced
approach to learning. The curriculum also incorporates
themes like environmental sustainability, waste
management, renewable energy, and technology to
foster environmental responsibility. It emphasizes
Bhutanese cultural heritage, civic education, and
community engagement, aiming to preserve national
identity.

The National Education Policy 2024 encompasses all
education sectors, including early childhood,
vocational training, and lifelong learning. It sets
standards for curriculum development, governance,
and infrastructure, focusing on critical thinking, STEM
education, and emerging fields like artificial
intelligence and machine learning. The policy
prioritizes student well-being, including provisions for
health, nutrition, and mental health support. An action
plan and the National Education Skilling Roadmap will
guide the integration of skill-building directly into the
education system. [Kuensel Online 1]

During the inaugural Jigme Singye Wangchuck (JSW)
lecture series, Nobel Peace Laureate Kailash Satyarthi
praised Bhutan's achievements in free education,
attributing much of its success to the Fourth Druk
Gyalpo, His Majesty Jigme Singye Wangchuck, who
pioneered the GNH philosophy. His Majesty is
recognized as a visionary leader who has significantly


https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-slilidl-l-xr/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-slilidl-l-xr/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-slilidl-l-xy/

shaped Bhutan's development by prioritizing
education, happiness, and sustainability.

Satyarthi, a renowned Indian human rights activist
focused on eradicating child labor, emphasized that
education fosters compassion and delivers justice to
underprivileged children. While acknowledging
Bhutan's commitment to free education, he also
highlighted global challenges, such as the lack of
access to education for 250 million children worldwide,
many of whom face child labor and trafficking risks.

However, Satyarthi expressed concerns about digital
disparities and the influence of artificial intelligence in
classrooms. He warned that unchecked technological
advancements could exacerbate inequalities and
disrupt learning. He stressed the need for regulatory
measures to prevent the misuse of technology,
including spreading false information or hate speech.
[Kuensel Online 2]

Bhutan: Private IT firms urge Finance
Ministry to reconsider direct contract to
STCBL

(mt) Private IT firms in Bhutan have appealed against
the Ministry of Finance's direct contract award to the
State Trading Corporation of Bhutan Limited (STCBL)
for laptop and desktop procurement for 2024-25. The
ministry cited standardization and efficiency, but firms
argue this bypasses open tender requirements for
purchases over BTN 15 million (USD 180,000), violating
procurement rules.

The IT firms highlighted the lack of consultation and
the exclusion of other recognized brands like Acer and
HP. They demand transparency, equal competition,
and a review of STCBL's contract terms, including
pricing and warranties. The firms call for open
tendering to ensure fairness and support the private
sector's growth. [Kuensel Online]

Bhutan: Strengthening arbitration system
for local and international disputes

(mt) Bhutan's arbitration system aims to improve
dispute resolution but faces challenges like a lack of
trained arbitrators and limited public awareness.
Established in 2018 under the Alternative Dispute
Resolution Act 2013, the Bhutan Alternative Dispute
Resolution Centre (BADRC) has handled 277 cases,


https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-slilidl-l-xj/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-slilidl-l-xt/

mostly public contract disputes, with claims exceeding
BTN 5 billion (USD 60 million).

To strengthen the arbitration landscape, BADRC and
the South Asian Association for Regional Cooperation
(SAARC) Arbitration Council recently hosted a training
session for 30 lawyers on international arbitration
principles. Participants noted a need for more training
on complex legal disputes and foreign direct
investment (FDI) laws.

BADRC aims to diversify its scope beyond public
construction disputes and boost cross-border
arbitration capabilities, partnering with the Indian
Council of Arbitration to enhance regional cooperation.
Expanding ADR services could attract investment and
foster economic growth by ensuring quicker, cost-
effective conflict resolution. [Kuensel Online]

Bhutan: Fuel imports surge as electricity
exports decline

(mt) Bhutan's electricity exports fell by 28.95 percent in
2023, while fuel imports, particularly petrol and diesel,
surged by 45.57 percent, according to the
Environmental Accounts Statistics 2024 released by the
National Statistics Bureau. The country exported only
5,143.84 gigawatt hours (GWh) of electricity, generating
BTN 17.79 billion (USD 213.48 million), compared to
the previous year's 7,240.21 GWh worth BTN 22.66
billion (USD 272 million).

Total electricity production saw a slight 2.03 percent
decline, reaching 10,535.6 GWh. The drop in exports
was primarily attributed to increased domestic
consumption, driven by a 77.53 percent rise in
industrial demand, which now constitutes 93.83
percent of total domestic electricity usage. In contrast,
household electricity consumption plummeted by
32.33 percent. Manufacturing accounted for the largest
share of domestic consumption at 64.03 percent,
followed by construction (9.2 percent) and community
services (6.47 percent).

During the lean season, Bhutan also increased
electricity imports by 151.5 percent, totaling 622 GWh
worth BTN 2.97 billion (USD 35.64 million), despite
being a net electricity exporter.

Fossil fuel imports rose sharply last year, reaching
210,147.2 kilolitres (KL), mainly for automotive use.
Petrol imports increased by 52.08 percent, totaling
BTN 3.39 billion (USD 40.68 million), while diesel
imports grew by 43.38 percent, amounting to BTN 10
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billion (USD 120.07 million). The service sector
consumed 35.96 percent of the fuel, followed by
households (24.2 percent) and industries (20.19
percent).

Kerosene imports, however, dropped by 47.42 percent
to 601.54 KL, while liquefied petroleum gas (LPG)
imports slightly decreased by 1.66 percent to 8,193
metric tons (MT).

The re-export of fuel to Indian vehicles operating in
Bhutan rose by 33.07 percent, from 10,538.93 KL in
2022 to 15,746.99 KL in 2023, as Indian vehicles
continue to refuel at border towns. Petrol re-exports
grew by 52.08 percent, reaching 11,126.24 KL, while
diesel re-exports increased by 43.38 percent, totaling
4,620.65 KL. [Kuensel Online]

Bhutan: Rental scam cases rise in
Thimphu; police investigating social
media fraud

(mt) The Royal Bhutan Police report an increase in
rental scams in Thimphu, with 30 cases totaling BTN
400,000 (USD 4,800) since last year. Scams are
primarily conducted on social media platforms like
Facebook. In one instance, two brothers allegedly
defrauded over 10 people using fake rental listings,
prompting victims to pay security deposits for non-
existent apartments.

Efforts to trace the scammers have been hampered by
their movement between Thimphu and
Phuentshogling. Police are also probing lottery,
investment, and cryptocurrency scams, which have
resulted in losses of over BTN 18 million (USD 216,000).
So far, BTN 8 million (USD 96,000) has been recovered.
[bbs.bt]

Bhutan: Lead poisoning emerges as
serious health crisis

(mt) Recent data from Bhutan's Ministry of Health
reveal high lead exposure among children and
pregnant women, posing severe public health risks.
The average blood lead level among monastic children
is 5.9 micrograms per deciliter (pg/dL), significantly
above the safe limit of 3.5 pg/dL set by the Centers for
Disease Control and Prevention. About 86 percent of
young monks and 60 percent of pregnant women
exceed this threshold, potentially leading to
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irreversible cognitive damage in children and serious
health risks for pregnant women and their unborn
children. [Kuensel Online]

Bhutan: Thimphu faces food waste
challenge

(mt) Food waste accounts for nearly half of Bhutan's
total waste, with Thimphu being the largest
contributor. A recent survey by Recykal and Ugen
Trading House indicates that Thimphu generates
around 400kg of waste daily, over half of which is food
waste. Despite the pressing issue, efforts to reduce
waste often prioritize plastic over food scraps, which
emit harmful methane gas in landfills and pose a
significant environmental threat.

The city's sole landfill at Memeylakha, originally meant
to last a decade, has been in use for over 30 years. To
address this, Thimphu Thromde is implementing
measures to treat toxic leachate and plans to compost
wet waste into manure. Additionally, the Bhutan Waste
Bank, launched in August, incentivizes waste reduction.
Since its inception, Thimphu's waste disposal has
dropped by over 17 percent, highlighting progress in
waste management efforts. [Kuensel Online 1]
[Kuensel Online 2]

Bhutan: Crime related to women and
children declines

(mt) Crimes against women and children in Bhutan
have dropped by 24 percent during the first eight
months of 2024, despite a seven percent increase in
overall crime rates. The Royal Bhutan Police (RBP)
recorded 3,117 criminal cases this year, compared to
2,912 in 2023, but cases involving women and children
fell from 841 to 640.

Domestic violence remains the most common crime in
this category, followed by sexual violence. Domestic
violence cases decreased from 588 in 2023 to 462 this
year, while sexual violence cases dropped from 140 to
87, including 51 rape cases. Most victims were under
18, with the majority being students, unemployed
individuals, homemakers, or farmers.

The decline is attributed to stronger law enforcement,
awareness campaigns, and better coordination among
agencies. Colonel Passang Doriji, deputy chief of police
for Crime and Operations, highlighted the positive
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impact of awareness initiatives in creating a safer
environment. Crimes related to children, including
human trafficking and child conflict with the law, also
saw a decrease in 2024. [Kuensel Online]

Bhutan: Prime Minister Tobgay highlights
economic growth as key to closing wage

gap

(mt) At the 9th meet-the-press, Prime Minister
Tshering Tobgay addressed the wage disparity
between Bhutan's public and private sectors,
acknowledging it as a barrier to economic equality. He
emphasized that reducing this gap requires strong
economic growth, as Bhutan's weak economy drives
wage inequality and prompts workers to seek
opportunities abroad.

The Prime Minister noted that while wage disparities
are expected in a developing country, both the
government and the private sector must work together
to achieve a fairer economy. He pointed out that
private sector employees often earn less than their
public sector counterparts and emphasized that
strengthening the economy is essential to closing this

gap.

Key initiatives for economic growth include the
Economic Stimulus Plan (ESP), the 13th Plan, expanded
Foreign Direct Investment (FDI), and a focus on
tourism. FDI targets high-potential sectors like
hydropower and solar energy, while the tourism sector
aims to boost visitor numbers and revenue. These
efforts are intended to boost employment and reduce
the wage gap.

Recent wage hikes for civil servants, ranging from 55 to
74 percent, have highlighted the disparity again, as
private sector employees received only modest
increases. The Prime Minister warned that sustainable
growth is essential not only to reduce the wage gap
but also to meet civil service wage requirements amid
rising inflation and living costs. [Kuensel Online]

Bhutan: Samdrupjongkhar gate delay
frustrates eastern tourism operators

(mt) The continued delay in reopening the
Samdrupjongkhar border gate is causing major
disruptions for tour operators and hoteliers in eastern
Bhutan, with over 400 international tourists awaiting
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entry. Businesses have reported booking cancellations
and increased costs from rerouting tours, adding to
financial strain.

Despite assurances from Bhutan's government, no
confirmed opening date has been provided, leaving
tourism operators uncertain. The Foreign Affairs
Minister stated that the gate would open soon,
pending final approval, with necessary infrastructure in
Darranga, Assam, already completed. [Kuensel Online]

India: Justice Sanjiv Khanna appointed as
51st Chief Justice of India, to take oath on
November 11

(sct) Justice Sanjiv Khanna has been appointed as the

51st Chief Justice of India (CJI) and will take the oath of
office on November 11, following the retirement of the
current CJI, Justice DY Chandrachud, on November 10.

Justice Khanna, currently the second-most senior judge
of the Supreme Court, will have a tenure of a little over
six months, retiring on May 13, 2025. His appointment

comes after CJI Chandrachud recommended him as his
successor earlier this month.

Justice Khanna began his legal career in 1983,
practicing at Tis Hazari complex and later at the Delhi
High Court. He served as Senior Standing Counsel for
the Income Tax Department and Standing Counsel
(Civil) for the National Capital Territory of Delhi in 2004.
His judicial career began in 2005 when he was
appointed an additional judge of the Delhi High Court,
becoming a permanent judge in 2006. He was elevated
to the Supreme Court on January 18, 2019. [Hindustan
Times]

India: J&K Chief Minister Omar Abdullah
meets Prime Minister Modi in Delhi

(sct) Jammu and Kashmir (J&K) Chief Minister Omar
Abdullah met Prime Minister Narendra Modi in New
Delhi on October 24 during his first visit to the national
capital after being sworn in as chief minister. This
marked Abdullah's first formal interaction with Modi in
his new tenure. The meeting follows Abdullah's
discussions with Home Minister Amit Shah a day
earlier, where Abdullah submitted a resolution passed
by the J&K Cabinet seeking the restoration of
statehood. However, it remains unclear if the
resolution was also presented to the prime minister.
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In separate meetings, Abdullah met Defence Minister
Rajnath Singh, who conveyed the central government’s
support for initiatives aimed at J&K's development and
stability. Abdullah also discussed infrastructure
development with Minister for Road Transport &
Highways Nitin Gadkari, focusing on road expansion
and critical highway projects across the region.

The restoration of Article 370 and J&K’s statehood has
been a central demand of Abdullah’s National
Conference (NC). The central government has
previously assured both in public statements and
before the Supreme Court that statehood will be
restored.

In recent elections, the NC emerged as the largest
party, securing 42 seats in the 90-member J&K
Legislative Assembly, followed by the Bharatiya Janata
Party (BJP) with 29 seats. Abdullah’s NC has since
formed a government with support from six
independent MLAs and the Congress party, though the
Congress has stated it will not formally join the
coalition until statehood is restored.

The meeting is significant given the backdrop of the

abrogation of Articles 370 and 35A on August 5, 2019,
which revoked J&K's special status and split it into two
union territories—J&K and Ladakh. [Greater Kashmir]

India: BJP's Amit Shah targets West Bengal
in 2026 elections, vows to curb infiltration

(Im) India’s Home Minister Amit Shah announced that
the ruling Bharatiya Janata Party's (BJP) next major
electoral goal is to win the 2026 West Bengal Assembly
elections, asserting that this is crucial to halting "state-
sponsored infiltration" from Bangladesh. Shah made
these statements during BJP's membership drive in
Kolkata on October 27, emphasizing that a BJP
government in the state is essential for addressing
border security and regional peace, which he claimed
the ruling Trinamool Congress (TMC) has failed to
ensure.

Shah outlined BJP's strategy for the 2026 elections,
aiming to enroll one crore members in West Bengal,
which he believes will pave the way for a decisive
victory. He drew parallels with BJP's recent electoral
successes in states like Haryana and expressed
confidence that the party would replicate these results
in Bengal. Shah's visit followed BJP’'s underwhelming
performance in the 2024 Lok Sabha elections, where it
secured only 12 seats in Bengal compared to TMC's 29.
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Earlier in the day, Shah inaugurated a new passenger
terminal and cargo gate at Petrapole, along the India-
Bangladesh border in North 24 Parganas district. He
argued that better border infrastructure is vital for
legal movement, reducing illegal crossings and
enhancing trade relations. Shah linked improved
infrastructure to peace and stability in the region,
claiming that it would help prevent illegal activities that
disrupt order. He criticized the TMC government for
corruption and urged voters to support BJP in the next
elections to ensure effective governance and border
security.

Referring to the recent crime at R.G. Kar Medical
College and Hospital in Kolkata, where a doctor was
raped and murdered, Shah said that incidents of
violence like those in Sandeshkhali and R.G. Kar
highlight the broader failure of the TMC to ensure
women's safety. He vowed that a BJP government
would bring tangible changes, focusing on law and
order. Shah's remarks drew criticism from TMC leader
Kunal Ghosh, who accused the Home Minister of
delivering empty political speeches and failing to
address Bengal's real issues. Ghosh questioned Shah's
decision not to meet the family of the R.G. Kar victim,
despite their request for justice. [The Hindu 1] [The
Hindu 2]

India: Delhi High Court admits appeal
against Sajjan Kumar's acquittal in 1984
anti-Sikh riots case

(ad) The Delhi High Court has accepted the Central
Bureau of Investigation's (CBI) appeal challenging the
acquittal of former Congress Member of Parliament
Sajjan Kumar in a murder and rioting case linked to the
1984 anti-Sikh riots. This decision comes after a trial
court acquitted Kumar and two others on September
20, 2023, citing insufficient evidence.

The High Court's order, passed on October 21, also
grants permission to the victim, Sheela Kaur, to appeal
against the acquittal. Kumar, already serving a life
sentence for another case related to the 1984 riots,
faces charges that include promoting enmity,
abetment, murder, and rioting under the Indian Penal
Code. The riots erupted following the assassination of
Prime Minister Indira Gandhi by her Sikh bodyguards
on October 31, 1984. Further hearings are set for
December. [The Hindu]
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India: Rally against mosque construction
turns violent in Uttarakhand state,
injuring police officers

(rsv) A rally by the right-wing group Sanyukt Sanatan
Dharma Rakshak Dal against the construction of a
mosque in Uttarkashi's Barahat area turned violent on
October 24. Protesters clashed with police, resulting in
stone-throwing that injured several officers. The rally,
supported by local traders and called the 'Jan Akrosh
Maha Rally," aimed to oppose a mosque near the
district headquarters, despite the administration’s
prior statement confirming the mosque's legality. [ETV
Bharat]

India: Supreme Court seeks details on
Delhi L-G's awareness of tree felling in
Ridge area

(ad) On October 25, the Supreme Court of India
requested Delhi Lieutenant Governor (L-G) V K Saxena
and former Delhi Development Authority (DDA) vice-
chairman Subhashish Panda to clarify the exact date
when Saxena first learned about the unauthorized
felling of trees in the Ridge area. The tree removal was
part of a project to widen the access road to the
Central Armed Police Forces Institute of Medical
Sciences (CAPFIMS), currently under construction.

The case stems from an affidavit filed by Saxena,
following a court order on October 16. The court had
sought full disclosure from the L-G regarding his visit
to the CAPFIMS site in February 2024. Saxena stated in
his affidavit that he was not initially aware of the
Supreme Court's requirement for permission to fell
trees. He claimed he only learned about the need for
court approval on March 21, 2024, upon receiving a
proposal from the DDA to form an expert committee in
compliance with the court's directives.

However, discrepancies emerged as the DDA's former
vice-chairman'’s letter, dated April 12, indicated that the
L-G was aware of the felling earlier than claimed, as it
referenced a proposal to explore alternative road
alignments. The Supreme Court has now asked for
further affidavits from both Saxena and Panda to
resolve this discrepancy and mandated that original
records be presented for inspection.

The bench, comprising Chief Justice D Y Chandrachud
and Justices ] B Pardiwala and Manoj Misra, has given a
one-week deadline for filing the additional affidavits.
[The Indian Express]
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India: Punjab farmers continue protests,
demand paddy procurement

(Im) Farmers in Punjab sustained their protest for the
second consecutive day on October 27, pressing for
demands that include timely paddy procurement,
availability of di-ammonium phosphate (DAP) fertilizer,
and solutions to stubble burning issues.

The demonstrations were led by the Kisan Mazdoor
Sangharsh Committee and Sanyukta Kisan Morcha
(non-political), which are prominent farmer
organizations in Punjab. The Kisan Mazdoor Sangharsh
Committee has long advocated for farmer rights and
policies to benefit agricultural workers, while Sanyukta
Kisan Morcha (non-political) is a coalition of various
farmer groups united to push for agrarian reforms
without political affiliations.

The protesters organized roadblocks, or "chakka jam,"
across the state, causing disruptions in Sangrur, Moga,
Phagwara, and Batla. Sarwan Singh Pandher,
Coordinator of Kisan Mazdoor Morcha, noted that the
indefinite protest aims to address unresolved issues
with the central government. He stated that Punjab
Chief Minister Bhagwant Mann recently met with
Union Minister JP Nadda and the Ministry of Home
Affairs to discuss paddy procurement and DAP
distribution.

On October 26, farmers also protested police actions
against stubble burning. In talks with Nadda, CM Mann
highlighted Punjab's urgent need for DAP until mid-
November, pointing to supply challenges linked to the
Ukraine conflict. Nadda assured the delegation of
measures to ensure an uninterrupted DAP supply.

Farmers declared that roadblocks at key locations
would continue indefinitely until their demands are
met. [Business Standard]

India: WAN-IFRA report highlights misuse
of economic charges to suppress media

(Im) A recent report by the World Association of News
Publishers (WAN-IFRA), titled ‘Misuse of economic
charges to silence, threaten and attack the press:
Review of case studies,’ reveals how governments
increasingly deploy false financial crime charges to
stifle independent journalism. The report documents
eight cases worldwide, including the targeting of Indian
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news outlet NewsClick, underscoring the global trend
of silencing the press through accusations of financial
crimes like money laundering, tax evasion, and illegal
foreign funding.

The report emphasizes that financial crimes are
effective tools for regimes, as they bypass content
scrutiny and evade international oversight. This tactic
has a chilling effect on media, often leading to pre-trial
detention, lengthy prison terms, and crippling fines
that can ruin media operations. Investigations
frequently involve freezing assets and denying access
to bank accounts, limiting the ability of media outlets
to sustain themselves financially. Legal defense against
such charges is costly and complex, often requiring
specialized expertise that independent media may
struggle to secure. Additionally, lawyers defending
these cases are often targeted.

NewsClick, the Indian news portal known for its critical
coverage of the ruling Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP), is
highlighted as a concerning example. In 2021 and
2023, the outlet faced raids, with its founder Prabir
Purkayastha and head of human resources Amit
Chakravarty arrested for allegedly receiving foreign
funds illegally. The report notes that broad anti-terror
laws like the Prevention of Money Laundering Act
(PMLA) and the Unlawful Activities Prevention Act
(UAPA) were leveraged to investigate and detain
NewsClick staff, indicating a misuse of anti-terror laws
for political ends.

WAN-IFRA's report includes case studies from
Azerbaijan, El Salvador, Tanzania, Hong Kong,
Guatemala, the Philippines, and Georgia, illustrating a
global pattern of media suppression through economic
charges. The study was produced in collaboration with
the Inter American Press Association (IAPA) and
supported by UNESCO. [The Hindu]

India: Center approves PMGSY-IIl road
projects for Meghalaya and Nagaland

(rsv) India's Rural Development Ministry has approved
the construction of 782.2 kilometers of rural roads in
Meghalaya and 55.9 kilometers in Nagaland under the
third phase of the Pradhan Mantri Gram Sadak Yojana
(PMGSY-IIl), aiming to enhance infrastructure in the
northeastern states.

For Meghalaya, 88 roads and 55 bridges will be built,
totaling an estimated cost of INR 10.57 billion (USD
126.8 million). Previously, 443.3 kilometers of roads in
Meghalaya were sanctioned under the same phase for
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INR 4.12 billion (USD 49.5 million). In Nagaland, the
recently approved roads will cost an estimated INR
547.5 million (USD 6.6 million), in addition to 506.7
kilometers previously sanctioned under PMGSY-III for
INR 4.89 billion (USD 58.7 million).

The projects are expected to improve access to
essential services, bolster economic growth, and
stimulate local employment by bridging connectivity
gaps between rural and urban areas. The third phase
of PMGSY, launched in 2019, primarily targets the
upgrading of existing rural roads, making them more
resilient and improving connectivity to key services
such as healthcare, education, and markets. [The
Hindu]

India: Prime Minister Modi to launch
health projects, distribute 51,000
appointment letters

(ad) Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi is set to
unveil several development projects worth nearly INR
12.85 billion (USD 154 million) on October 29. He will
also expand the Ayushman Bharat health insurance
scheme to cover all senior citizens aged 70 and above.
The announcements coincide with the ninth Ayurveda
Day, marking the birth anniversary of Dhanvantari,
considered the god of medicine. [Business Standard]

India: Surge in militant attacks in Jammu
and Kashmir prompts security measures

(rsv) On October 24, militants attacked an Army convoy
in Baramulla, near the Line of Control in Jammu and
Kashmir, injuring two soldiers and two porters.
Security forces immediately launched a search
operation to apprehend the attackers. Meanwhile, a
non-local worker from Uttar Pradesh was shot in
Pulwama, marking the third attack on non-locals within
a week. Earlier incidents this month left eight civilians
dead in separate attacks, prompting increased security
measures across the region. [The Hindu 1]

On October 29, another militant attack occurred in
Jammu'’s Sunderbani sector, where militants targeted
an Army ambulance. Security forces swiftly retaliated,
killing one militant. The attackers, believed to have
recently crossed the Line of Control, retreated toward
nearby forests. The Sunderbani operation marked the
fourth militant attack in the region this month, bringing
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the death toll to 10 civilians and two soldiers in
October. [The Hindu 2]

India: Renewed gunfights erupt in
Manipur state amid ongoing ethnic
tensions

(Im) Fresh gunfights and explosions broke out in
Manipur on October 26, targeting Koutruk and
Tronglaobi villages. Local authorities reported that
suspected Kuki militants initiated the attacks,
prompting heavy retaliation from state forces. No
casualties were reported. [Hindustan Times]

This violence is part of the broader ethnic conflict
between the Kuki and Meitei communities that has
gripped Manipur since May 2023. The ongoing unrest,
primarily centered on issues of land rights and
Scheduled Tribe status for the Meitei community, has
led to frequent clashes, displacements, and
heightened military presence in the region. Attempts
to restore peace have been sporadic, with sporadic
flare-ups continuing to challenge stability.

Maldives: Parliament approves USD 331.5
million supplementary budget

(axc/Im) The Maldivian Parliament recently approved a
supplementary budget of MVR 5.1 billion (USD 331.5
million), increasing the total budget for 2024 to MVR 55
billion (USD 3.58 billion). Passed with 75 votes in favor
and 11 against, this decision raises the budget deficit
to MVR 18 billion (USD 1.17 billion).\

The supplementary budget includes MVR 1.4 billion
(USD 91 million) from foreign loans and MVR 3 billion
(USD 195 million) from domestic sources. Key
allocations include MVR 2 billion (USD 130 million) for
public sector investment projects, MVR 1 billion (USD
65 million) for subsidies, MVR 650 million (USD 42.25
million) for contingency funds, MVR 458 million (USD
29.77 million) for student loans, and MVR 441 million
(USD 28.67 million) for state-owned enterprises (SOEs).
[the edition 1]

The Auditor General's Office warned that this
supplementary budget will add MVR 22 billion (USD
1.43 billion) to the country's debt, as 40 percent of the
budget will now depend on loans. An additional MVR
8.5 billion (USD 553.5 million) in financing will be
needed, surpassing the limits set in the medium-term
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fiscal strategy. The government initially planned for
MVR 18 billion (USD 1.17 billion) in budget financing
but now requires an extra MVR 4.3 billion (USD 280
million), with MVR 2.9 billion (USD 188.5 million)
sourced domestically. [the edition 2]

Revenue projections for 2024 are MVR 32 billion (USD
2.08 billion), though only MVR 26 billion (USD 1.69
billion) has been collected so far. Grants, initially
projected at MVR 1.5 billion (USD 97.5 million), have
only reached MVR 630 million (USD 41 million),
complicating financing efforts. The Ministry of Finance
will present the 2025 state budget to Parliament on
October 31, with expectations ranging from MVR 55
billion (USD 3.57 billion) to MVR 65 billion (USD 4.22
billion). [the edition 3]

Efforts to improve SOE performance include mergers,
liquidations, and management reforms. SOE profits in
early 2024 reached MVR 1.69 billion (USD 109.9
million), a 20 percent decline compared to the same
period last year. [the edition 4]

Amid fiscal challenges, President Mohamed Muizzu has
announced cost-cutting measures, including a 10
percent salary reduction over two years for political
appointees, parliament members, and SOE heads.
President Muizzu will halve his salary from MVR
100,000 (USD 6,500) to MVR 50,000 (USD 3,250), while
Parliament Speaker Abdul Raheem Abdulla and MP
Ibrahim Falah will also reduce their salaries.
Professional staff, such as engineers and pilots, will be
exempt from these cuts to avoid operational
disruptions. Additional measures include capping SOE
management salaries at MVR 90,000 (USD 5,850) and
excluding employees earning less than MVR 12,000
(USD 780) from salary reductions. [the edition 5] [the
edition 6]

Maldives: Amendments proposed to allow
President to appoint heads of Election and
Anti-Corruption Commissions

Amendments have been introduced that would grant
the President the authority to appoint the President
and Vice-President of the Election Commission (EC) and
the Anti-Corruption Commission (ACC). Currently,
these positions are filled internally by commission
members, with the President and Parliament notified
afterward. Under the proposed changes, the President
will nominate a commission member to Parliament,
and the appointment would require majority approval
from the Members of Parliament (MPs) present.
[avas.mv]
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During the debate on the proposed bill, Deputy
Speaker of Parliament Ahmed Nazim criticized the ACC
for its inefficiency and failure to prevent corruption. He
argued that many commission members appointed
during the Maldivian Democratic Party administration
lacked professional competence, resulting in
unsatisfactory outcomes. He advocated for
presidential appointment powers, calling it essential
for combating corruption.[the edition]

Maldives: Parliament approves USD 7.4
million budget for Audit Office

(Im) On October 21, the Maldivian Parliament
approved a budget of MVR 114 million (USD 7.4
million) for the Auditor General's Office for 2025,
following a unanimous vote by all 75 members
present. The original proposed budget was MVR 99.5
million (USD 6.5 million), including MVR 80.4 million
(USD 5.2 million) for recurrent expenses and MVR 19
million (USD 1.2 million) for constructing a new office
building in Hulhumale.

In a rare decision, Parliament increased the budget by
MVR 14.5 million (USD 940,000), primarily to
accommodate planned salary hikes for employees and
additional funds for the Hulhumale office building.
While the Finance Ministry did not recommend the
salary increases, the Public Finance Committee opted
to include them. It also agreed to raise the office
construction budget to MVR 34 million (USD 2.2
million), exceeding the initial allocation.

The approved budget reflects a slight increase from
the 2024 allocation of MVR 112.27 million (USD 7.3
million), which covered MVR 61 million (USD 4 million)
in recurrent expenses and MVR 32.4 million (USD 2.1
million) for public sector investments. The approval of
the Audit Office's budget is required before the
finalization of the state budget. [avas]

Maldives: Auditor General rules USD 4.16
million compensation to Dheebaja
unnecessary

(Im) The Auditor General's Office (AGO) has released a
special audit report deeming the MVR 64 million (USD
4.16 million) compensation paid to Dheebaja
Investment unnecessary. Dheebaja is a Maldivian
transport company that was awarded a government
contract in 2010 to provide ferry services across four
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northern atolls, aiming to improve inter-island
connectivity. However, the agreement was terminated
by the government in 2013, citing service delays and
performance issues, leading Dheebaja to seek
compensation.

In 2019, Dheebaja filed a lawsuit against the
government, claiming damages due to the abrupt
contract termination. In response, the Maldivian
government agreed to pay MVR 64 million as
compensation. However, the recent audit report
asserts that the payout was unwarranted, primarily
because key factors were not considered in calculating
the compensation.

The audit found that the calculation overlooked
Dheebaja's expenses, financial records, and benefits
already received under the agreement. Of the MVR
14.7 million (USD 955,500) allocated for capital
investment, only MVR 11.9 million (USD 774,000) was
spent on a separate contract to build ferry vessels.
Additionally, R. Kudakurathu Resort—granted to
Dheebaja as part of the initial agreement—was sold for
MVR 65.5 million (USD 4.26 million), which offset losses
related to the contract's cancellation.

Given these findings, the AGO recommends recovering
the compensation paid to Dheebaja and launching an
investigation to hold accountable those involved in the
disbursement. [avas]

Maldives: Yameen requests Prosecutor
General’s Office to review charges

(Im) Former President Abdulla Yameen has formally
requested the Prosecutor General's Office (PG Office)
to review the criminal charges filed against him. This
request follows the PG Office's recent window for
reviewing cases, which closed on October 20, with 539
cases submitted for reconsideration, including those of
individuals currently in custody.

The review request pertains to money laundering and
bribery charges connected to the leasing of Vaavu atoll
Aarah and Raa atoll Fuggiri. Yameen is accused of
accepting USD 1 million in bribes and laundering
money through the Maldives Marketing and Public
Relations Corporation (MMPRC) as part of the Fuggiri
lease case, which is still ongoing in the Criminal Court.

Yameen also faces charges related to the lease of
Vaavu atoll Aarah. While initially sentenced to 11 years
by the Criminal Court, the High Court overturned the
decision and called for a retrial, ruling that the new
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evidence was inadmissible. The prosecution has since
appealed to the Supreme Court, leading the Criminal
Court to adjourn the retrial pending the higher court's
decision. The PG Office has not yet confirmed whether
it will proceed with a review of Yameen's charges. [the
edition]

Maldives: High Court rejects case against
former Vice President Jihad due to late
filing

(Im) The High Court has rejected a case against former
Vice President Abdulla Jihad after the Prosecutor
General's Office missed the deadline for resubmission.
The court had initially dismissed the case due to
unclear address information for Jihad, but allowed it to
be re-filed once he could be summoned. Although
Jihad had returned to the Maldives, the prosecution
resubmitted the case three days after the October 13
deadline, leading to the High Court's decision not to
accept it.

The charges against Jihad relate to a 2013 joint venture
agreement for the development of Fushidhiggaru
Falhu, which only granted the Maldives government a
25 percent stake, contrary to government advice. The
Criminal Court previously dismissed the case, citing
investigative errors. The prosecution had appealed to
the High Court, arguing that the lower court’s dismissal
lacked a clear basis and requested a retrial. Jihad
currently serves as Chairperson of the Maldives
International Financial Service Authority (MIFSA). [the
edition]

Maldives: Tribunal orders Island Aviation
to reinstate deputy managing director

On October 13, the Employment Tribunal ruled in favor
of Aishath Jennifer, ordering her reinstatement as
Deputy Managing Director of Island Aviation Service
(IAS). Jennifer, who was appointed in December 2018,
was removed by the IAS board in January this year.
Following her dismissal, she filed a case with the
tribunal, arguing that her removal was unjust and
lacked procedural fairness.

The tribunal found that Jennifer's dismissal did not
meet the required standards and directed IAS to pay
her MVR 56,000 (USD 3,640) as compensation,
equivalent to one month's salary and allowances. IAS is
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mandated to reinstate Jennifer and report compliance
to the tribunal within one month. [the edition]

Maldives: Civil Court orders Fenaka to
withhold nearly USD 450,000 over unpaid
dues

(Im) The Civil Court has ordered Fenaka Corporation,
the state-owned utility provider responsible for
electricity, water, and sewerage services across the
Maldives, to withhold MVR 6.7 million (USD 435,500)
from its accounts due to unpaid dues to a third party.
This directive stems from two separate rulings: one for
MVR 5.2 million (USD 338,000) and another for MVR 1.5
million (USD 97,500). These rulings were based on
cases decided last year, which Fenaka did not appeal
and has agreed to comply with in court.

Fenaka, which faces substantial financial difficulties, is
set to be transferred under the management of the
State Trading Organization (STO) from January next
year. The company currently owes MVR 2 billion (USD
130 million) to STO for fuel purchases, despite having
paid MVR 800 million (USD 52 million) to STO and other
creditors. Its total debt stands at MVR 4.1 billion (USD
266.5 million).

STO CEO Shimad lbrahim has expressed confidence
that turning Fenaka into a subsidiary of STO will
stabilize its financial situation and potentially lead to
profitability. [the edition]

Maldives: Chief Judge links effective
justice to adequate resources

(Im) Maldives High Court Chief Judge Hussain Shaheed
emphasized that the effectiveness of the justice system
is contingent upon equitable allocation of human and
infrastructural resources across all government
branches. Speaking at the 44th anniversary celebration
of the High Court at CHSE School, Judge Shaheed noted
that the court often faces challenges due to law
amendments, particularly those that impose time
limits on case settlements without providing the
necessary resources to meet those deadlines.

The Chief Judge highlighted the High Court's need for
independent administrative management and budget
to fulfill its constitutional duties effectively. He revealed
that the court operates from a former presidential
house—a temporary arrangement made 15 years ago
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—which lacks proper courtroom facilities. With only
two courtrooms, judges can schedule a maximum of
12 hearings per month, of which only about seven
typically proceed due to cancellations. A 2018 report
also deemed the building unsafe.

Shaheed further noted that the court is severely
understaffed, with inadequate material resources and
budget to handle cases from 187 magistrate courts,
five superior courts, and tribunals.

During the event, awards were presented to former
High Court judges, including former Chief Justices
Sheikh Mohamed Rasheed Ibrahim and Ahmed Faiz
Hussain. Sheikh Hussain Abdul Rahman, President
Mohamed Muizzu's father, was also honored for his
service as a High Court judge. [the edition]

Maldives: Four members appointed to tax appeal
tribunal

(Im) President Muizzu has appointed four new
members to the Tax Appeal Tribunal following
parliamentary approval. The selection process began
with 13 candidates, whose names were reviewed by
the Parliament's Judiciary Committee before individual
votes were held.

Abdul Ghani Mohamed, one of the appointees,
previously served as a Supreme Court judge. These
appointments come after four tribunal positions,
except for that of Ismail Saajid, became vacantin
August following dismissals recommended by
parliament. [the edition]

Maldives: Ibrahim Nooradeen removed
from Maldives Airports Company Limited
board

(Im) Maldives Airports Company Limited (MACL), which
operates Velana International Airport, has announced
that Ibrahim Nooradeen has been removed from its
Board of Directors. The dismissal, notified by the
Privatization and Corporatization Board (PCB), reduces
the board's total members to five.

Nooradeen, appointed to the MACL board in March
2019, previously served as chairperson during former
President Mohamed Nasheed’s administration. He was
dismissed from that position in 2010 due to
disagreements over an evaluation of an agreement
before the airport was handed over to India’'s GMR
Group. Earlier this year, MACL's chairperson also
resigned for health reasons. [the edition]
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Maldives: Housing loan scheme to launch
next month at five percent interest rate

(Im) The Maldivian government has announced that
applications for the housing loan scheme, 'Hiyaavehi,'
will open next month, with a minimal interest rate of
five percent. This initiative aligns with President
Muizzu's commitment to providing affordable housing
loans for individuals building their first home, as well
as for those who have started construction but have
been unable to complete it due to financial constraints.

The Housing Ministry has signed a Memorandum of
Understanding (MoU) with the Bank of Maldives (BML),
which will serve as the primary financing partner for
the scheme. Additional partnerships have been
established with the Housing Development Financing
Corporation (HDFC) and Maldives Islamic Bank (MIB) to
expand financing options.

The loan scheme aims to offer financial assistance to
first-time home builders, with a repayment period of
up to 25 years. Applicants from across the Maldives
will be able to access loans tailored to different
categories: up to MVR 6 million (USD 390,000) for
residents of Malé, up to MVR 3 million (USD 195,000)
for those in urban centers, and up to MVR 1 million
(USD 65,000) for residents of other islands. [the
edition]

Maldives: Infrastructure Ministry
completes 37 projects worth USD 128.4
million

(Im) The Infrastructure Ministry has completed 37
projects with a total value of MVR 1.976 billion (USD
128.4 million) since November 2023, according to
Infrastructure Minister Dr. Abdulla Mutthalib.
Completed projects include four port constructions,
one land reclamation, one road construction, three
beach protection initiatives, and 29 water and
sewerage projects. The ministry aims to complete 21
more projects by November 17, 2024, with a combined
value of MVR 15 billion (USD 975 million).

Minister Mutthalib noted funding challenges, stating
that only MVR 3.6 billion (USD 234 million) was
allocated for ongoing projects signed by the previous
government, which total MVR 39.9 billion (USD 2.59
billion). Available funding covers only 15 to 20 percent
of the required amount for 2024 projects. [avas.mv]
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Maldives: Additional USD 1.13 billion
needed to reach 33 percent renewable
energy target

(Im) Maldives Monetary Authority (MMA) Governor
Ahmed Munawwar announced that the Maldives has
secured only 13 percent of the required USD 1.3 billion
to transition 33 percent of its energy needs to
renewable sources by 2028. Speaking as Chair at the
annual meeting of the World Bank and International
Monetary Fund (IMF) in Washington, Munawwar
highlighted the urgency of addressing the country's
vulnerability to climate change.

Munawwar outlined that the renewable energy project
would not only strengthen the Maldives' resilience to
climate challenges but also reduce its dependence on
fuel imports, thereby cutting foreign currency
expenses. He called for increased private investment
and new strategies to achieve the 33 percent target,
stressing that two-thirds of developing economies are
heavily indebted, with small island nations like the
Maldives facing unique challenges.

Munawwar urged international institutions like the
World Bank and IMF to support countries investing in
climate adaptation through measures such as
alleviating loan burdens, creating employment
opportunities, and diversifying economies. He
emphasized that the success of these global
institutions is directly linked to the economic futures of
developing nations, urging them to not fail the
governments and people they represent. [the edition]

Maldives: Immigration detains 39
expatriates in Kaafu Atoll Guraidhoo

(Im) On October 26, Maldives Immigration detained 39
expatriates in Kaafu Atoll Guraidhoo during an
operation targeting those residing and conducting
businesses illegally. The detainees include nationals
from Bangladesh, Sri Lanka, Nepal, India, and Nigeria.
This marked the first such operation outside the
capital, responding to public complaints about
expatriates moving to islands to evade authorities.

The operation involved immigration officers, police,
and local council members. It covered 42 locations and
checked 106 expatriates, with 11 given notices for
incomplete visas and five Maldivians warned for
employing expatriates unlawfully. This effort is part of
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a broader initiative that has resulted in thousands of
detentions and deportations across the Maldives. [the
edition]

Nepal: Lamichhane, Joshi detained for
additional seven days amid cooperative
fraud investigation

(Im) On October 24, the Kaski District Court extended
the detention of Rastriya Swatantra Party (RSP) Chair
Rabi Lamichhane and former Deputy Inspector
General (DIG) Chhabilal Joshi for another seven days.
The extension followed the expiration of their initial
six-day remand period. Both Lamichhane and Joshi,
along with Lila Pachaai, were arrested by the Central
Investigation Bureau (CIB) for alleged involvement in
cooperative fraud and organized crime. Prosecutors
argued that more time was needed to complete the
investigation, including collecting essential documents
and recording additional statements. Lamichhane, a
former deputy prime minister and home minister,
asserted that the charges were politically motivated
but expressed confidence in the judicial process. [The
Kathmandu Post 1] [The Kathmandu Post 2]

In connection with the same cooperative fraud case,
police arrested Ram Bahadur Khanal, a business
partner of fugitive Gitendra Babu (GB) Rai, in
Kathmandu on October 25. Khanal, a shareholder in
Gorkha Group of Companies Limited, is implicated in
the fraudulent diversion of cooperative funds to the
now-defunct Gorkha Media Network—an entity
managed by Lamichhane before his political career.
[The Kathmandu Post 3]

The arrests have sparked widespread protests led by
RSP supporters, particularly in Pokhara and other
major cities. Demonstrators have accused the
government of orchestrating a politically motivated
crackdown to weaken opposition voices. Protesters
demand Lamichhane’s release, framing the charges as
part of a broader strategy to suppress dissent and
curtail the RSP's growing influence.

Lamichhane’s arrest has also intensified demands for
investigations into ruling party figures linked to similar
cooperative frauds. Nepali Congress Vice President
Dhanraj Gurung and CPN-Unified Marxist Leninist
(CPN-UML) lawmaker Rishikesh Pokharel have been
named in such cases, although no formal complaints
have been filed against them. This absence of formal
charges has fueled allegations of political protection
for ruling party members. [The Kathmandu Post 4]
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Instead, the Central Investigation Bureau (CIB) has
recommended an Interpol red notice for Jyoti Gurung,
the ex-wife of Gurung, and Jyoti Bahadur Bhandari.
Both are accused of embezzling NPR 140.81 million
(USD 1.04 million) from the Miteri Saving and Credit
Cooperative. Allegations indicate that Gurung
transferred funds to Bhandari before fleeing Nepal.
[The Kathmandu Post 5]

In a separate incident, allegations of political
interference have surfaced in the Uma-Gauri
Agriculture Cooperative case in Morang. Over NPR
145.6 million (USD 1.1 million) was reportedly
misappropriated, yet Anjala Koirala, a former board
member and wife of a CPN-UML leader, was removed
from the suspect list by the Office of the Cooperative
Registrar. Victims claim her exclusion was due to
political pressure, despite evidence suggesting her
involvement. [The Kathmandu Post 6]

In the face of mounting public unrest, the ruling
coalition held an urgent meeting on October 23. Prime
Minister KP Sharma Oli called for impartial
investigations and emphasized adherence to
democratic norms and the rule of law. Oli also warned
against activities that could disrupt justice or create
instability. Home Minister Ramesh Lekhak briefed
coalition leaders on the implementation of a
parliamentary report that led to Lamichhane's arrest,
criticizing the protests as attempts to pressure the
judiciary. [The Kathmandu Post 7]

In a national address marking his administration's 100
days in office, Oli outlined efforts to tackle the
cooperative fraud crisis and ensure depositor
protection. He announced plans to draft a Cooperative
Authority Act, establish a Cooperative Credit
Information Centre, and set up a Loan Recovery
Tribunal to expedite fund recovery. Oli claimed that
over 600 individuals have faced legal action, with more
than 575 already detained.[The Kathmandu Post 8]

However, despite Oli's assurances of progress, the
National Campaign for Protection of Cooperative
Depositors has announced a new phase of protests,
set to begin on November 20, citing the government's
failure to implement previous agreements. The
campaign, representing victims of cooperative fraud,
accuses the government of not fulfilling an eight-point
agreement signed on September 9, the third such
agreement within a year. The group had suspended its
earlier 108-day protest following the government's
commitment to return depositors' money.

The protests date back to June 2023, when the first
phase of agitation began. A seven-point agreement
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was reached with then-Minister Ranjita Shrestha, but
implementation stalled, prompting a second phase of
protests that led to another eight-point agreement in
March 2024. The third phase resumed in June,
culminating in another agreement in September, which
also remains unimplemented. [The Kathmandu Post 9]

Nepal: Opposition Maoist Centre holds
mass rally, accuses government of failing
to address corruption

(Im) On October 26, the opposition Communist Party of
Nepal (Maoist Centre), led by Chair Pushpa Kamal
Dahal, organized a large rally in Kathmandu. This
marked the party’'s first major demonstration since its
removal from the coalition government in July. The
rally was intended as a show of strength, with Dahal
emphasizing that the party was not seeking to
overthrow the current government but aimed to
expose its alleged failures in governance. He stated
that the Maoist Centre was currently focused on
introspection, reviewing past activities, and working to
reconnect with the people. However, observers viewed
the demonstration as an attempt by the Maoist Centre
to maintain its political relevance after losing its share
of power.

In his address, Dahal criticized Prime Minister KP
Sharma Oli's administration for failing to take action
against high-profile corruption cases. He highlighted
the Bhutanese refugee scam, cooperative fund
embezzlements, and land-related frauds as examples
of the government shielding corrupt figures associated
with the ruling coalition, which includes the
Communist Party of Nepal-Unified Marxist Leninist
(CPN-UML) and the Nepali Congress.

Dahal further criticized the selective targeting of
opposition members for investigations, while ruling
coalition members implicated in similar cases remain
untouched. He argued that such uneven enforcement
undermines justice and public trust. He also warned
that the government’s focus on retaining power should
not come at the expense of addressing systemic
corruption and irregularities. He suggested that the
failure to act on these issues could lead to political
instability, driven by government inaction rather than
opposition efforts. [The Kathmandu Post 1] [The
Kathmandu Post 2]

In response, the seven-party ruling coalition released a
joint statement on October 26, rejecting the
opposition’s street protests as undemocratic. Led by
Prime Minister Oli, the coalition argued that any
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changes to the government or political system should
be pursued through parliamentary means or fresh
elections, rather than through demonstrations. The
ruling parties emphasized that solutions should be
sought through democratic processes and maintained
that the government’s focus remains on ensuring
stability, fostering development, and addressing
governance challenges. [The Kathmandu Post 3]

Nepal: Speaker urges parties to ensure
active Winter Session of Parliament

(Im) Speaker Devraj Ghimire has called on political
parties to ensure that the upcoming winter session of
the federal parliament is productive, following a largely
inactive budget session that ended prematurely on
September 17 due to a lack of business. The budget
session was prorogued after most meetings were
limited to zero hours and special hours, with few bills
tabled for discussion.

Ghimire expressed concern that the winter session, set
to begin by March 16, might face a similar lack of
agenda. To prevent this, he urged House committee
chairpersons to hold regular meetings and expedite
discussions on pending bills. The speaker's meeting
with committee chairs and party chief whips
emphasized the need to ensure that legislative
business resumes promptly.

Despite being expected to remain active between
sessions, House committees have remained largely
dormant since the start of the festive season, with no
meetings convened a week after the Dashain holidays
ended. During the October 22 meeting, committee
heads attributed this inactivity to lawmakers not
returning from their constituencies. Ghimire asked the
chief whips to address this issue, ensuring that the
committees do not become inactive due to low
attendance.

The speaker also reviewed the number of bills pending
under each committee and set targets to forward
these bills to the full House before the winter session.
According to the Parliament Secretariat, five House
committees are currently handling 15 bills, several of
which are crucial for implementing federalism. The
Finance Committee is deliberating five bills, while the
State Affairs and Good Governance Committee has
four bills pending. The Infrastructure Development
Committee, Education, Health and Information
Committee, and Law, Justice and Human Rights
Committee each have at least one bill under review.
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The legislative backlog includes bills necessary for
implementing the 2015 Constitution. A study by the
National Assembly's Legislation Management
Committee found that only 111 of the 151 required
laws have been enacted, while 40 existing laws need
major amendments or replacements to align with the
constitution.

In the budget session, the lower house endorsed five
bills, including a long-pending amendment to the
transitional justice act, alongside budget-related bills.
The session saw 56 meetings over 130 days, with eight
government bills and one non-governmental bill
registered. [The Kathmandu Post]

Nepal: Supreme Court to implement Karki
panel’s judicial reform recommendations

(Im) The Supreme Court has formed a taskforce to
implement the judicial reform report led by former
Chief Justice Hari Krishna Karki, which aims to address
corruption and inefficiencies in the judiciary. The three-
member committee, chaired by Chief Registrar
Devendra Raj Dhakal, was established following a full
court meeting on October 24.

The report, initiated in 2020 amid allegations of
corruption, suggests reforms across eight key sectors,
including the Supreme Court, Judicial Council, and law
enforcement agencies. It proposes legal changes to
improve justice selection, case management, and
reduce political influence in appointments, including a
review of the Constitutional Council and parliamentary
hearings for justices.

The court has already implemented some measures,
like an automated system for case assignment. Chief
Justice Prakash Man Singh Raut emphasized further
implementation to enhance judicial transparency and
efficiency. [The Kathmandu Post]

Nepal: Committee to initiate selection for
transitional justice officials

(Im) The committee responsible for appointing officials
to the Truth and Reconciliation Commission and the
Commission of Investigation on Enforced Disappeared
Persons will soon begin seeking applications.
Reconstituted on October 18, the panel, led by former
Chief Justice Om Prakash Mishra, has until mid-
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December to select one chairperson and four
members for each commission.

The committee aims to complete the process
promptly, planning to endorse the working procedure
and start calling for applications immediately. After
collecting applications, a shortlist will be published for
public feedback, as mandated by the recently
amended Enforced Disappearances Enquiry, Truth and
Reconciliation Commission Act.

The two commissions have been inactive since July
2022, accumulating 63,718 complaints for the truth
commission and about 2,400 cases for the
disappearances commission. The new teams will have
four years to investigate and recommend prosecution
or reparation, with potential extensions. [The
Kathmandu Post 1]

Human rights organizations demand a transparent,
merit-based selection process, advocating for public
hearings before final appointments. An independent
delegation of international lawyers has echoed these
concerns, stressing the need for experienced
professionals in peace-building and victim-centered
justice to lead the commissions, reflecting Nepal's
gender, ethnic, and regional diversity.

The delegation raised concerns over political
interference in appointments, calling for an
independent, transparent process and sufficient
resources for evidence collection and investigation.
The report also emphasized the importance of
safeguarding conflict-era archives and suspending
public officials facing prosecution until their cases are
resolved. Prime Minister KP Sharma Oli's government
aims to complete the appointments within two
months. [The Kathmandu Post 2]

Nepal: Prime Minister Oli, ministers delay
property disclosure

(Im) More than 100 days after the formation of Prime
Minister KP Sharma Oli's coalition government, Cabinet
members have yet to disclose their property details,
raising concerns over transparency. Officials from the
Prime Minister's Office (PMOQ) confirmed that ministers
have submitted their property statements but have
hesitated to make them public, fearing backlash.

The Prevention of Corruption Act of 2002 requires
public officials to submit property statements within 60
days of taking office and at the end of each fiscal year,
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though disclosure remains optional due to privacy
protections.

Experts argue that publishing property details should
be a legal obligation, as it prevents officials from
concealing assets acquired through irregular means.
Former officials warn that the delay undermines good
governance and public trust. [The Kathmandu Post]

Nepal: Government extends consuls’
terms

(Im) Nepal's government has extended the tenure of
11 honorary consuls and consul generals, including
Slovenia's, for an additional four years. The decision
was made during a Cabinet meeting on October 24,
announced by Communication Minister Prithvi Subba
Gurung. [The Kathmandu Post]

Nepal: Education Ministry to roll out plan
for compulsory, free education

(rs) Nepal's Education Minister, Bidya Bhattarai,
announced plans to implement the School Midday
Meal National Framework, using locally sourced
produce. Bhattarai, outlining her 100-day
achievements in office, stated that action plans for
compulsory and free education, school-level reforms,
and evaluation improvements have been finalized.

Additionally, drafts for the University Bill, Higher
Education Bill, and Technical Educational and
Vocational Training Bill are being processed. Bhattarai
noted progress in renewing 924 educational
consultancies and initiating surprise inspections.
Efforts have also focused on monitoring health
institutions for radioactive safety and preparing
curriculum reforms for technical education. The Rising
Nepal]

Nepal: Health Ministry to expand
insurance coverage, adjust medicine
prices

(rs) Nepal's Health Minister, Pradip Paudel, announced
plans to expand the national health insurance scheme
to cover NPR 500,000 (USD 6,000). He emphasized the
need to adjust drug prices, aiming to enhance
affordability and access.
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Despite challenges from natural disasters and a
dengue outbreak, Paudel highlighted reforms,
including nationwide cancer and kidney disease
screenings, free treatment for burn injuries, and free
transport for female health volunteers. Additional
achievements include improvements in curative
services, healthcare education, social security, and
policy reforms within his first 100 days in office. [The
Rising Nepal]

Nepal: Karnali province struggles for
administrative building amid central
government's inaction

(Im) Karnali province has faced a prolonged delay in
constructing an integrated administrative building due
to the federal government's refusal to grant land.
Initially proposed in December 2019, the project aimed
to consolidate all provincial ministries under one roof.
Successive chief ministers have sought approval from
the federal Ministry of Urban Planning without success.

Chief Minister Yamlal Kandel criticized the central
government's reluctance, stating that while federal and
local governments have land-use authority, provinces
do not. This lack of authority has hindered provincial
governance, affecting law enforcement, road safety,
and crime control.

Local leaders argue that the centralized mindset
undermines federalism, preventing provinces from
exercising their constitutional rights. The provinces
also lack independent civil servants, relying on federal
officials, which limits their ability to address local
needs effectively. Critics emphasize that without
control over police, administration, and land, provinces
cannot fulfill their mandates. [The Kathmandu Post]

Nepal: Two Armed Police Force personnel
arrested on alleged rape charges of minor
girls

(Im) Two Armed Police Force personnel have been
arrested on the alleged rape charge of two minor girls.
The Armed Police Force detained both officers on
Wednesday only after pressure from the locals. [The
Kathmandu Post]
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Nepal: Explosives shortage stalls over 120
hydropower projects

(Im) The construction of more than 120 micro- and
medium-level hydropower projects in Nepal has been
severely impacted due to a shortage of explosives,
following India's failure to supply the materials through
the Nepal Army. The ongoing crisis, affecting 65
percent of the 183 hydropower projects under
construction, jeopardizes Nepal's energy targets, as
these projects have a combined installed capacity of
4,000 megawatts (MW).

The Independent Power Producers’ Association of
Nepal (IPPAN) has approached government officials,
including Foreign Minister Arzu Rana and Energy
Minister Dipak Khadka, urging them to address the
supply shortage. The crisis has led to delays, increased
construction costs, and penalties for private
developers, as projects struggle to meet deadlines.

The explosives shortage is also affecting future
projects. IPPAN reports that around 80 percent of
additional hydropower projects, totaling 20,000 MW,
are facing delays due to the unavailability of
explosives. The current requirement stands at 5,000
metric tons, with 199 metric tons needed monthly.

The supply chain for explosives is managed by the
Nepal Army, which imports raw materials from India.
However, the army’s production capacity is limited,
meeting only 20-30 percent of the demand. India'’s
reluctance to supply explosives has been attributed to
geopolitical concerns, particularly after Chinese
companies entered Nepal's energy sector. Despite
efforts to address Indian concerns, such as providing
detailed information on investors, the situation
remains unresolved.

Foreign Minister Rana has promised to facilitate the
import of explosives to support the hydropower
sector. IPPAN warned that without a timely solution,
Nepal's target to generate 28,500 MW in the next
decade and export 10,000 MW to India could be at risk.
[The Kathmandu Post]

Nepal: Nagdhunga-Sisnekhola tunnel
project reaches 80 percent completion

(Im) The Nagdhunga-Sisnekhola tunnel, a major
infrastructure project designed to alleviate traffic
congestion between Kathmandu and the western parts
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of Nepal, has reached 80.5 percent completion, four
years after construction began in October 2019.

Despite delays caused by the COVID-19 pandemic and
local obstructions, the project's revised deadline has
been extended by 1.5 years, with the tunnel expected
to open by October 2025. Upon completion, it is
estimated to save approximately NPR 1.72 billion (USD
12.7 million) annually in fuel and tyre costs. However,
the tunnel will be off-limits to two-wheelers and fuel
tankers due to safety concerns.

The NPR 22 billion (USD 162 million) project is being
constructed by Japan's Hazama Ando Corporation, with
funding support from a NPR 6.5 billion (USD 47.8
million) loan from Japan and NPR 6 billion (USD 44.1
million) from the Nepal government. [The Kathmandu
Post]

Pakistan: Parliamentary panel picks judge
third on seniority list to head Supreme
Court

(tf/ja) In a controversial decision that bypassed
Pakistan's longstanding tradition of appointing the
most senior judge, a parliamentary panel has selected
Justice Yahya Afridi, third on the seniority list, as the
new Chief Justice of the Supreme Court. The move,
facilitated by the recently enacted 26th Constitutional
Amendment, has further complicated the country’s
political landscape.

Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif's government submitted
Afridi's appointment to President Asif Ali Zardari, who
approved it, replacing Justice Qazi Faez Isa, set to retire
on October 25. The amendment empowers a 12-
member parliamentary panel to appoint the chief
justice, rather than following the seniority principle.
The amendment has faced sharp criticism from the
main opposition party, Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI),
and segments of the legal community. PTI, which
advocated for the appointment of Justice Mansoor Ali
Shah, boycotted the panel's selection process,
condemning Afridi's appointment as a threat to judicial
independence. [abc News] [Voice of America] [Reuters]

The legal community remains deeply divided over
Afridi's appointment. The Supreme Court Bar
Association (SCBA) and Sindh Bar Council supported
Afridi's selection, praising him as a “fearlessly
independent judge.” However, the Lahore High Court
Bar Association (LHCBA), Karachi Bar, and Balochistan
Bar Council criticized the decision, arguing that it
undermines judicial independence by disregarding
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seniority. The Balochistan Bar Council, along with other
regional legal bodies, urged Afridi to reject the
appointment and asserted that they would only
recognize Justice Shah as the rightful chief justice. The
PTI also vowed nationwide protests against Afridi's
selection, viewing it as an attempt to create divisions
within the judiciary. [DAWN]

Justice Afridi, born in 1965 in Dera Ismail Khan and a
member of the Adam Khel section of the Afridi tribe,
has a strong family background in public service. After
studying at Aitchison College, he earned degrees in
Political Science, Economics, and Law, completing his
legal education at Cambridge University under a
Commonwealth Scholarship. Afridi's legal career began
in Peshawar, where he served as Assistant Advocate
General for Khyber Pakhtunkhwa before becoming the
first Chief Justice from the Federally Administered
Tribal Areas in 2016. Elevated to the Supreme Court in
2018, Afridi now assumes his role as Chief Justice
under challenging circumstances. [Geo News]

Pakistan: Imran Khan's Toshakhana case
and warnings of national shutdown amid
jail treatment concerns

(tf/lm) An anti-corruption court in Rawalpindi has given
former Prime Minister Imran Khan a final chance to
appoint a lawyer in the ongoing Toshakhana case. The
case involves allegations against Khan and his wife,
Bushra Bibi, for misusing power to retain a Saudi
jewelry set received in 2021, which reportedly led to a
loss of approximately PKR 30.28 million (USD 360,000)
to the national treasury. The court adjourned the
hearing to November 2, warning that a public attorney
will be appointed if Khan fails to select a lawyer.
Bushra Bibi was exempted from this session but is
expected to attend the next one. The couple, already
jailed in a separate National Accountability Bureau
(NAB) case, was arrested on July 13. [Geo News 1]

Meanwhile, Khyber Pakhtunkhwa Chief Minister Ali
Amin Gandapur has threatened a nationwide
shutdown if Khan faces mistreatment in Adiala Jail. The
warning follows complaints by Khan's sister, Aleema
Khan, regarding unhygienic food and power
disconnection in his cell, which allegedly caused Khan
to vomit. Gandapur's comments have raised concerns
among political circles about potential unrest and the
possibility of governor's rule in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa.
[Geo News 2]
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Pakistan: Interior Minister reveals backlog
as passport applications surge to 50,000
daily

(Im) Pakistan’s Interior Minister Mohsin Raza Naqyvi
announced that the country is receiving between
45,000 to 50,000 new passport applications daily,
leading to a significant backlog due to limited
production capacity. The current passport printing
facility can only produce 20,000 to 22,000 passports
each day.

Naqvi explained that the Machine Readable Passport
(MRP) system, established in 2004, was designed for 30
regional offices and 10 overseas missions, but the
number of offices has since increased to 223, with 93
missions abroad. However, the production facility has
not been upgraded to meet current demands.

To address the backlog, the government has made the
passport production facility operational 24/7 in three
shifts. [Arab News]

Pakistan: Rights lawyer, husband arrested
for violating England team'’s security
protocol

(Im) Police in Islamabad have arrested human rights
lawyer Imaan Zainab Mazari-Hazir and her husband for
interfering with government operations related to the
England cricket team's security. The couple allegedly
removed barricades intended to ensure the team's
safety while they were being transported to the
Rawalpindi Cricket Stadium on October 25. According
to police, they scuffled with traffic officers and verbally
abused them during the incident.

The couple faces charges for violating standard
operating procedures for state guests, as well as for
threatening and shoving police officials. The incident
gained attention after a video went viral, showing them
attempting to dismantle the barriers and arguing with
police.

Mazari-Hazir, known for her criticism of Pakistan's
military, has been arrested multiple times for her
activism. This arrest follows a history of security
concerns for cricket teams in Pakistan, notably after
the 2009 attack on the Sri Lankan cricket team that
resulted in multiple fatalities. [Arab News]
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Pakistan: Prominent Baloch activist
challenges anti-terror watchlist

(tf) Mahrang Baloch, a prominent human rights activist
and leader of the Baloch Yakjehti Committee, has
condemned Pakistan's inclusion of activists on its anti-
terror watchlist, known as the 4th Schedule, managed
by the National Counter Terrorism Authority. She
criticized this action as a blatant attempt by the
military-backed government to suppress peaceful
activism and intimidate dissenting voices.

Baloch highlighted that the inclusion of activists like
Sibghatullah Shah Jee reflects the government's misuse
of anti-terror laws to target critics and undermine
democratic freedoms. She urged international human
rights organizations to condemn these actions and
hold the Pakistani government accountable for
violating fundamental rights of expression and
association.

The Baloch Yakjehti Committee, a civil society
organization primarily focused on advocating for the
rights of the Baloch people, echoed her concerns,
accusing the government of conflating peaceful
political activism with terrorism to justify these
oppressive measures. [Devdiscourse]

Pakistan: Authorities launch nationwide
anti-Polio campaign amid rising cases and
vaccine hesitancy

(ja/tf) Pakistan has launched a nationwide anti-polio
vaccination campaign aimed at immunizing over 45
million children under the age of five, running from
October 28 to November 3. This initiative is a response
to a concerning rise in polio cases, with 41 reported so
far across 71 districts, compared to only six cases in
2023. The campaign specifically targets areas where
the poliovirus is prevalent, marking Pakistan's third
nationwide effort in 2024. [Arab News 1]

Amid this initiative, Murad Ali Shah, the Chief Minister
of Sindh, has raised alarms about the high rate of
vaccine hesitancy and refusals in Karachi and
Hyderabad. During the campaign launch at SMB
Fatima Jinnah School in Karachi, he noted that vaccine
hesitancy poses significant challenges, especially in
urban areas like Karachi, where 85 percent of refusals
have been recorded in Sindh. This province has
reported 41 polio cases this year, with 12 occurring in
Sindh.
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To combat these challenges, the Sindh government
plans to deploy 81,000 frontline workers for door-to-
door vaccinations and engage local leaders and
committees to encourage vaccine acceptance. The
presence of polio-positive environmental samples in
various regions of Sindh emphasizes the urgency of
these efforts, as Pakistan and Afghanistan remain the
only countries where polio is still endemic.

Despite these initiatives, Pakistan continues to face
significant obstacles, including attacks on vaccination
teams and widespread conspiracy theories regarding
the vaccines, which hinder eradication efforts. [Arab
News 2]

On October 29, two police officers protecting a polio
team were killed by militants in Orakzai, Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa. The incident forced authorities to
temporarily halt the campaign in the area, though it
continued elsewhere. Interior Minister Mohsin Naqvi
condemned the attack as a threat to Pakistan's future.
[Arab News 3]

Pakistan: Stock market reaches record
91,000 points

(Im) The Pakistan Stock Exchange (PSX) reached an all-
time high of 91,001.73 points during intra-day trading
on October 28, marking a 952-point or 1.12 percent
increase. The rally, led by banks and fertilizer
companies with strong dividend yields, also saw gains
in sectors like oil, gas exploration, pharmaceuticals,
and cement.

Analysts highlighted strong liquidity dynamics and
optimism about a potential monetary policy rate cut.
The KSE-100 index's performance aligns with
improving economic indicators following a USD 7
billion IMF bailout and a 200-basis-point interest rate
cut by Pakistan’s central bank.

The PSX surge comes amid recovering investor
confidence after narrowly avoiding a default in 2023,
despite facing a prolonged economic crisis marked by
dwindling foreign reserves and high inflation. [Arab
News]

Pakistan: Three paramilitary troops
injured in IED attack in Balochistan

(Im) Three paramilitary soldiers from the Frontier
Corps (FC) were injured in an improvised explosive
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device (IED) attack in Pakistan’s Balochistan province
on October 26. The attack took place in the
mountainous Manday Tak area, and while no group
has claimed responsibility, Baloch separatists have
frequently targeted security forces in the region.

This incident follows a recent attack by unidentified
militants that resulted in the deaths of 20 coal miners,
raising concerns about safety in the area and
prompting protests from labor organizations. The
recent violence is part of a broader pattern of
escalating attacks in Balochistan, where separatist
militants, such as the Balochistan Liberation Army
(BLA), have previously carried out coordinated
assaults, killing over 50 individuals, including highway
commuters.

Balochistan has been the center of a low-level
insurgency, with separatists accusing the government
of exploiting the province’'s mineral resources without
benefiting local communities. The government,
however, claims to have initiated various development
projects in the region. [Arab News]

Pakistan: President vows to eradicate
militancy following suicide attack in
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa province

(Im) Following a suicide attack in Pakistan's Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa province that killed four policemen and
one security personnel, President Asif Ali Zardari has
pledged to eradicate militant violence from the
country. The incident occurred near Mir Ali, where a
suicide bomber targeted a security checkpoint,
highlighting the ongoing threat from the banned
militant group Tehreek-e-Taliban Pakistan (TTP), which
has been active in the area.

This incident follows a rise in militant activity in Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa since a ceasefire with the TTP collapsed
in late 2022. Earlier, militants also targeted the
residence of former Senator Saleh Shah in South
Waziristan. The provincial administration condemned
the attack and noted that last year was Pakistan’s
deadliest year in a decade regarding suicide attacks,
with 29 incidents resulting in 329 deaths. [Arab News]

In response to rising violence attributed to groups like
the TTP, Pakistani security forces killed four militants in
two separate operations within the province. Two
militants were shot during an intelligence-based
operation in North Waziristan, while an encounter in
the Khyber district resulted in the deaths of two
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additional militants, who were also injured. [Arab News
2]

Additionally, a separate intelligence-based operation in
Bajaur district on the night of October 23-24 resulted
in the elimination of nine militants, including a high-
value target identified as a militant ring leader. This
operation yielded a significant recovery of weapons,
ammunition, and explosives. [Pakistan Today] [The
Express Tribune] [DAWN]

Sri Lanka: Three arrested over possible
threats against Israeli tourists

(sl) Sri Lankan authorities arrested three nationals on
October 24 over an alleged plan to attack an Israeli-run
Jewish community center in Arugam Bay, a
southeastern tourist town. The arrests followed
intelligence warnings from Israel's National Security
Council, which prompted calls for Israelis to leave Sri
Lanka's southern and western coastal areas due to
"credible terrorism threats." Similar alerts were issued
by the United States embassy and Germany's foreign
ministry, prompting Colombo to go on high alert.
[Reuters] [CNN]

Sri Lanka's Minister of Public Security and Foreign
Affairs, Vijitha Herath, confirmed that the suspects are
being interrogated, with one reportedly having links to
Irag. The threat specifically targeted the Chabad House
in Arugam Bay, a popular hub for Israeli tourists.
Currently, around 575 Israelis remain in Sri Lanka,
according to Herath. [Al-Monitor]

Local police have responded with significant security
measures, deploying up to 500 personnel, including
police special forces, in and around Arugam Bay.
Checkpoints have been established on main roads and
bridges, and authorities have conducted identity
checks on travelers. [Ada Derana]

The increased security comes as Sri Lanka recalls the
Easter Sunday bombings of 2019, which targeted
churches and hotels, claiming 267 lives, including 45
foreign nationals. Authorities aim to ensure such
events are not repeated, especially with the ongoing
regional instability due to the Gaza conflict. Since the
Hamas attack on Israel in October 2023, there has
been arise in global threats against Israelis and
increased antisemitic incidents.

Crucially, the warning comes amid rising tensions due
to the influx of Israeli tourists and anger over the Gaza
conflict among local Muslim communities, leading to
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calls for boycotting Israeli businesses. Local MP Rehan
Jayawickreme accused Israeli businesses of operating
illegally, stating they pose a security risk. [Rehan
Jayawickreme on X] [The Guardian]

Sri Lanka: Gamanpila files RTI request to
obtain records of testimony on Easter
Sunday attacks

(sl) Former Member of Parliament Udaya Gammanpila,
leader of Pivithuru Hela Urumaya (PHU), has formally
requested the Presidential Secretariat for records of
evidence provided by Ravi Seneviratne, Secretary of
the Ministry of Public Security, before a committee
probing the 2019 Easter Sunday bombings. PHU is a
nationalist political party in Sri Lanka, advocating for
cultural preservation and stricter national security
measures.

Gammanpila's request is made under the Right to
Information Act and stems from reports that
Seneviratne, then Deputy Inspector General (DIG) in
charge of the Criminal Investigation Department,
admitted to withholding a crucial intelligence warning
letter about the attack for 12 days without taking
action. The Easter Sunday attacks, which targeted
churches and hotels, resulted in 269 deaths and have
been the subject of multiple investigations amid
allegations of security lapses and intelligence failures.
[Daily Mirror]

Sri Lanka: Election Commission finalizes
preparations for general elections on
November 14

(Im) Sri Lanka's National Election Commission has
confirmed that over 13,000 polling stations and 2,000
counting centers will be set up across the country for
the upcoming General Elections on November 14.
These elections, called after President Anura Kumara
Dissanayake dissolved Parliament last month, will elect
225 Members of Parliament.

The highest number of polling stations—1,212—uwiill be
in Gampaha District, while Mannar District will have 98.
Approximately 17.43 million voters are eligible to
participate, with postal voting for government
employees scheduled for October 30, November 1,
and November 4. [News on AIR]
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The commission has also reported over 800 complaints
related to election law breaches, including 84 new
cases between September 26 and October 27. The
National Centre for Election Complaint Management
has recorded 265 complaints, while district centers
received 604. Of these complaints, eight incidents were
categorized as violent acts. [Daily Mirror]

Sri Lanka: Government plans to hold
provincial council elections next year

(axc/sl) Sri Lankan President Anura Kumara
Dissanayake announced plans to conduct the
Provincial Council elections within the next year, along
with Local Government elections. Speaking at an
election rally in Ratnapura on October 26, he
emphasized the need for a robust political framework,
including the Presidency, a strong Cabinet, Parliament,
Provincial Councils, and Local Government bodies, to
help revive the nation. The elections aim to strengthen
governance across various councils, including Urban,
Municipal, and Pradeshiya Sabhas. [Daily Mirror 1]

On the same day, the ruling National People’s Power
(NPP) party won the Elpitiya Pradeshiya Sabha
elections in the Southern Province, securing 15 of the
30 seats. However, the NPP will need to form a
coalition with other parties, as the main opposition,
Samagi Jana Balawegaya (SJB), and other groups
claimed the remaining seats. [The Hindu]

SJB General Secretary Ranjith Madduma Bandara
pointed out that the NPP's vote base had dropped to
under 42 percent compared to the presidential
election, suggesting waning support for the ruling
party. [Daily Mirror 2]

Sri Lanka: President vows to revoke
benefits for former leaders

(Im) President Anura Kumara Dissanayake has
reiterated his intention to completely eliminate perks
and privileges for former presidents. Speaking at an
election rally in Baddegama, Galle, he stated that it is
not the people's responsibility to fund the former
heads of state. While such benefits are currently
provided under circulars, a parliamentary act, and
constitutional provisions, Dissanayake plans to amend
these laws.
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Highlighting the excessive demands by former
presidents for security, vehicles, and other perks, he
emphasized that politics should be seen as a service,
not an avenue for personal benefits. [Daily Mirror]

Sri Lanka: Government to probe 2021 X-
Press Pearl disaster

(Im) Sri Lanka will launch a new investigation into the
2021 X-Press Pearl disaster, which involved a container
ship carrying hazardous chemicals catching fire off Sri
Lanka'’s coast. Foreign Minister Vijitha Herath
confirmed that the probe aims to address unresolved
civil liability claims, as previous administrations have
yet to file for compensation.

The ship's owner has agreed to pay USD 810,696.57 for
beach cleaning and debris removal costs, covering July
2023 to February 2024. However, substantial claims for
environmental damage, economic losses, and
restoration work remain pending.

The Marine Environment Protection Authority (MEPA)
noted extensive damage, including an oil slick around
the wreck and severe marine ecosystem harm. The Sri
Lankan government previously received USD 7.85
million from the ship’s insurer, but broader
compensation efforts are ongoing, with litigation in
Singapore supported by international experts and an
Australian law firm. [Daily Mirror]

Sri Lanka: People's Struggle Alliance calls
for new investigation into passport
scandal

(sl) The Alliance for People's Struggle, a left-wing
political coalition, has called for a new inquiry into
what it describes as the "passport scandal." The issue
centers on Epic Lanka's claim that it signed an
agreement with the Department of Emigration and
Immigration to print passports, a claim the department
has denied. According to Pubudu Jayagoda, an Alliance
candidate, Epic Lanka asserts a right to charge USD
1.45 per passport if the contract is awarded to Justin
Time Group, which submitted the lowest bid.

Jayagoda noted that the passport issuance delays were
linked to Epic Lanka's legal challenge, and about USD 1
million could be lost if payments are made to the
company. He recalled a court order requiring a
committee to decide on this payment. Epic Lanka has
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also been implicated in a data breach at the State
Pharmaceuticals Corporation. [Daily Mirror]

Sri Lanka: NGOs spend USD 102 million
amid calls for regulation

(Im) Local and international non-governmental
organizations (NGOs) registered with Sri Lanka's
National NGO Secretariat have committed to spending
LKR 30 billion (USD 102 million) this year. However,
unregistered NGOs have reportedly spent more than
double this amount, raising concerns over unchecked
expenditures.

The draft of the proposed NGO Regulation and
Supervision Bill, which aims to enhance oversight, is
pending approval by the line ministry after being
cleared by the Legal Draftsman’s Department.
Currently, NGOs are registered under the Voluntary
Social Service Organisations (Registration and
Supervision) Act and the Companies Act, but over 700
NGOs operating under the Registrar of Companies
remain beyond the purview of the NGO Secretariat,
which falls under the Ministry of Public Security.

Out of 1,851 registered NGOs, only 618 remain active,
and the secretariat supervises their spending on
development and charity projects in collaboration with
government agencies. Concerns have been raised
about some NGOs being run primarily by family
members or having foreigners exclusively on their
boards. Authorities emphasize the need to pass the
regulation bill to ensure accountability and proper
monitoring of NGO activities. [Daily Mirror]

Sri Lanka: Ex-Minister Johnston Fernando
arrested for possession of illegal vehicle

(sl) Former Minister Johnston Fernando was arrested
by the Criminal Investigation Department (CID) on
October 23 for allegedly possessing an illegally
assembled BMW luxury vehicle. Fernando visited the
CID to provide a statement after the unregistered car,
allegedly his, was found parked at a hotel in Colombo.

Additionally, the Colombo High Court issued an arrest
warrant against Fernando for failing to appear in a
case related to using 153 ‘Lanka Sathosa’ employees
for election work between 2010 and 2014, causing a
loss of LKR 40 million (USD 136,000) to the
government. His lawyer stated that Fernando was at
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the CID providing a statement about the vehicle during
the court session. [Ada Derana]

Sri Lanka: Immigration to begin special
checks for overstaying tourists

(sl) Sri Lanka's Department of Immigration and
Emigration plans to inspect the southern coastal

region in early November for overstaying tourists,
particularly from Russia and Israel, ahead of the
upcoming peak tourist season, which lasts from
November to April. An influx of Russian tourists is
expected during the Christmas season, as Russia is one
of six visa-free countries for Sri Lanka.

Tourists receive a 30-day visa, which can be extended;
however, some overstay without proper authorization.
Immigration officials anticipate increased visa
violations, including unauthorized business activities,
and aim to address these during the peak season.
[Daily Mirror]

Sri Lanka: Defense Secretary makes
inaugural visit to Army Headquarters

(Im) Sri Lanka's newly appointed Defense Secretary, Air
Vice Marshal Sampath Thuyacontha (Retired), made his
first official visit to Sri Lanka Army (SLA) Headquarters
on October 28. He was received with a Guard of Honor
by Adjutant General Major General Chamila
Munasinghe. Army Commander Lieutenant General
Vikum Liyanage welcomed Thuyacontha, introducing
him to senior officers at Army Headquarters. [Daily
Mirror]

Sri Lanka: Contract killing for USD 34,000
averted

(Im) Sri Lankan police arrested a suspect in
Habaraduwa in connection with a planned contract
killing for LKR 10 million (USD 34,000). The Organised
Crime Investigation Unit of the Criminal Investigation
Department (CID) made the arrest during a raid.
Authorities seized a locally made shotgun, T56-
compatible cartridges, and six rounds of ammunition
from the suspect.

Further investigations are underway to determine his
potential involvement in other contract killings and
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criminal activities. [Daily Mirror]
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Brunei: Project SINAR launched to boost
renewable energy and cut carbon
emissions

(ga) Project SINAR, the Sustainable Integration of
Natural and Renewable Energy initiative was launched
on October 23 to advance Brunei's transition to a
cleaner energy system and reduce carbon emissions.
The project will unfold in three stages, beginning with
Stage 1, which involves installing solar photovoltaic
(PV) panels on rooftops, car sheds, and open areas
across PMB. Stage 2 will extend installations to cover
the artificial lake, coastline, and other open spaces,
while Stage 3 will further expand to jetties and shallow
sea areas.

The project aims to generate up to 476 megawatts
peak (MWp), with Stage 1 expected to reach 48 MWp. It
supports Brunei's renewable energy objectives,
targeting a 30 percent share of renewables and at least
200 MWp of solar capacity by 2025.

Solar power generated will primarily supply Hengyi's
refinery, with excess energy contributed to the
national grid. [Borneo Bulletin]

Cambodia: Zero-interest loan program
launched to boost digital education and
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economic growth

(ma) The Cambodian government has launched a zero-
interest loan program to support 3,000
undergraduates pursuing degrees in digital fields,
starting in 2025. This initiative is part of the country's
broader effort to strengthen its digital economy by
ensuring students, especially those from low-income
families and rural areas, have access to digital
education without the financial burden of
accumulating debt. By making education more
accessible, the program aims to cultivate a skilled
workforce that will contribute to Cambodia's
technological advancement and long-term economic
goals.

This aligns with Cambodia’s National Digital Economy
and Society Policy Framework 2021-2035, emphasizing
the importance of developing digital talent to meet the
demands of sectors like e-commerce, fintech, and
digital marketing. [Khmer Times]

Cambodia: Prime minister inaugurates
three new dams

(ma) Prime Minister Hun Manet officially has
inaugurated three newly built dams - O’ Te Thipadei,
Sen Sokhadom, and Sen Monorom - in Mondulkiri
province. The dams are expected to provide crucial
water resources for the region, supporting local
communities, attracting more tourists, and mitigating
natural disasters like floods and droughts. In his
speech, Hun Manet reaffirmed the government’s
commitment to ensuring sufficient water supply for
both household use and agricultural irrigation.

The dams are part of a larger multi-sectoral water
resource development project in Mondulkiri. The USD
62 million construction began in October 2021 and was
finished in January 2024. [Khmer Times]

Cambodia: Mental health hotline to be set
up

(dqgl) The Ministry of Health has announced plans to
establish a telephone hotline to provide mental health
counseling services, seeking to deliver quality and
timely support from expert consultants.

The ministry's strategic mental health plan includes
collaboration with other ministries and local
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administrations to develop intervention guidelines for
schools by 2025, along with guidelines for workplace
mental health interventions in both the public and
private sectors will be prepared. In addition, mental
health education will be integrated into health
programs for students from grades 1 to 12.

Cambodia has not yet conducted a national survey on
mental illness, despite a World Health Organization
(WHO) report indicating that approximately 25 percent
of the global population is affected by mental health
issues, with about 13 percent prevalence in the general
population. [Khmer Times]

Cambodia: Rights groups urge World Bank
to address repression of civil society

(ma) International rights organizations have called on
the World Bank to condemn the Cambodian
government's increasing repression of human rights
groups and activists. In a joint statement on October
21, 163 rights groups from various countries, including
the US, UK, and Thailand, urged World Bank President
Ajay Banga to demand an end to the legal harassment
of organizations like the Center for Alliance of Labor
and Human Rights (CENTRAL) and Equitable Cambodia
(EC). These groups have faced government scrutiny
and criminal charges for their activism and criticism of
Cambodia's government.

The rights groups pointed out that the crackdown on
civil society in Cambodia has escalated, with CENTRAL
being subjected to a national security audit after
publishing a report on labor conditions. Equitable
Cambodia's executive director, Eang Vuthy, has also
faced ongoing judicial harassment, including criminal
charges related to his organization’s land rights
advocacy. The groups stressed that this repression
threatens the last remaining democratic space in the
country and urged the World Bank to enforce its zero-
tolerance policy on retaliation against civil society.

The statement called on the World Bank to leverage its
Position Statement on Retaliation Against Civil Society,
particularly in relation to projects funded by the
International Finance Corporation (IFC), to pressure
Cambodia into stopping these attacks. The rights
groups asked the bank to ensure that human rights
defenders can continue their work without fear of
reprisals, warning that further inaction could
undermine civil society's ability to operate freely in
Cambodia. [UCA]
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Cambodia: Fire command center launched
to tackle blazes across kingdom

(mfr) Cambodia's first dedicated Fire Rescue Command
Center was inaugurated on October 23 at the National
Police headquarters. The new facility aims to enhance
fire prevention by offering early detection and prompt
response services. Equipped with advanced
technology, the center will serve selected factories,
businesses, and residences and is connected to a fire
safety network developed in partnership with Top Fire
Safety (Cambodia) Co., Ltd.

The center allows property owners to register for fire
safety services, providing them with a smartphone app
that sends early warnings in case of fire, notifies the
fire department, and dispatches nearby fire trucks if
necessary. The system is expected to reduce fire-
related risks and damage and improve response times.

The USD 3.3 million center, established with private
sector collaboration, will help monitor fire risks and
provide data analysis to reduce the number of
incidents.

In the first half of 2024, 738 fires were recorded
nationwide, resulting in deaths, injuries, and significant
property damage. The National Police hopes that the
new system will contribute to lowering these numbers,
especially with more businesses and factories joining
the initiative. [The Phnom Penh Post]

Cambodia: Defense ministry cracks down
on misuse of military license plates

(mfr) The Ministry of National Defense has issued a
directive banning the leasing and improper use of
military license plates. Announced on October 21 by
the General Department of Technical Equipment, the
ban follows Prime Minister Hun Manet's
recommendations to improve road safety and prevent
misuse that could endanger public safety. Military
plates are now restricted for use by active-duty officers
of the Royal Cambodian Armed Forces, and any
violations will lead to legal action, including the
confiscation of the plates.

The directive specifically prohibits civilians, foreign
nationals, and companies from using vehicles with
military plates. It also applies to retired officers, stating
that vehicles owned by deceased or disabled officers
must return their plates to the department. Vehicles
eligible for military plates include those provided by
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the state or foreign donors for military purposes, as
well as vehicles that are no longer in service but
repurposed for military use.

This crackdown on improper use follows the National
Police's removal of nearly 2,000 police vehicles from
the license plate management system (see AiR No. 43,
October/2024, 4) as part of broader efforts to improve
compliance with traffic laws. [The Phnom Penh Post]

Cambodia: Journalist uncovering scam
industry released

(mfr) Mech Dara, a prominent Cambodian journalist
known for exposing the country's scam industry, has
been released on bail after apologizing in a video that
aired on pro-government media.

Dara was arrested last month while traveling with his
family and faced charges of incitement due to social

media posts (see AR No. 41, October/2024, 2). In the
video, he acknowledged that his messages contained

false information affecting the country's leaders and
apologized for his actions. While he has been released,
he still faces potential prison time of up to two years,
which has raised concerns among press freedom
advocates about the impact on independent
journalism in Cambodia.

Dara's arrest has been viewed as a significant blow to
the country's independent media, which has faced
increasing suppression from the government. He was
instrumental in reporting on large-scale scam
operations involving human trafficking, where workers
are held captive and forced to defraud individuals
globally. His investigations shed light on the grim
realities of these operations and highlighted the role of
Cambodian officials.

The U.S. has also taken notice of the situation, recently
imposing sanctions on a ruling party senator linked to
human trafficking in Cambodia. In response to the
international scrutiny, the Cambodian government has
dismissed these sanctions as politically motivated (see
AiR No. 38, September/2024, 3).

As Dara navigates the legal charges against him, he has
decided to take a break from journalism. Born in rural
Kandal province, Dara's journey into journalism began
in Phnom Penh, where he developed a passion for
reporting despite numerous obstacles throughout his
career, including the closure of several media outlets
where he worked. [The Guardian]
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Cambodia: Enforcement against illegal
international surrogacy intensified

(mfr) Once a popular destination for affordable
surrogacy, Cambodia is intensifying efforts to curb the
practice due to concerns over human trafficking.
Following restrictions in neighboring countries,
demand for surrogacy has increased, leading many
prospective parents to seek services in Cambodia,
where commercial surrogacy had become widespread.
However, the Cambodian government is enforcing a
ban on the practice established in 2016, aiming to
protect vulnerable women who may be exploited
under false pretenses.

Recent police actions highlighted these concerns,
including a raid in Kandal province where 24 pregnant
foreign women were discovered and charged under
Cambodian human trafficking laws. Among them were
13 Filipino women accused of participating in illegal
surrogacy. The Cambodian authorities view these
women as offenders, asserting they conspired with
organizers to profit from surrogacy.

Experts suggest that economic pressure drives many
women to pursue surrogacy, often without a full
understanding of the risks involved. Limited job
opportunities and inadequate healthcare in the
Philippines compel women to seek financial security
through surrogacy, despite potential exploitation.
While the Cambodian government considers
commercial surrogacy a form of human trafficking that
commodifies children, agencies continue to operate in
a legal gray area.

The demand for affordable surrogacy services remains
high, prompting questions about the future of the
practice in Cambodia and its ethical implications. As
long as couples face infertility, the need for surrogacy
is expected to persist, highlighting the importance of
understanding the legal frameworks governing
surrogacy in different jurisdictions. [Euro News]

Indonesia: President Prabowo demands
ministers’ support of nutritious meals
program

(mu) President Prabowo Subianto has urged ministers
and agency heads to resign if they do not fully support
the government's Free Nutritious Meals program,

which targets children and pregnant women. During a
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recent cabinet plenary session, he emphasized the
strategic importance of this initiative in addressing
malnutrition, particularly stunting, as part of the goal
to foster a “Golden Indonesia” generation by 2045.
Prabowo directed Dadan Hindayana, Head of the
National Nutrition Agency, along with other ministries
and agencies, to make all necessary preparations for
implementing the program. [Antara]

Originally known as the “Free Lunch Program” and a
focal point of Prabowo’s presidential campaign, the
initiative has faced skepticism and criticism. The World
Bank, for example, raised concerns about its
effectiveness to combat stunting, pointing out that it
does not cover the critical first 1,000 days of life.

Despite the rebranding, NGOs and think tanks,
including the Center for Indonesia's Strategic
Development Initiatives (CISDI), continue to question
the program's nutritional adequacy, while others have
highlighted its potential burden on the state budget.
[CNN Indonesia] [Jakarta Globe] [Jakarta Post]

Indonesia: Backlash over Prabowo'’s
appointment of an active military
personnel as cabinet secretary

(mu) President Prabowo Subianto’s appointment of
active military officer Teddy Indra Wijaya as Cabinet
Secretary has stirred controversy, as it is widely viewed
as a violation of the Military (TNI) Law and a setback for
military reform by placing active personnel in a civilian
role.

Teddy will no longer hold his position as deputy
commander commander of the 328/Dirgahayu Para
Raider infantry battalion after being installed as
cabinet secretary, Army chief spokesman, Brig. Gen
Wahyu Yudhayana said. However, despite
relinquishing the position, Yudhayana said that Teddy
will retains his position as an active military personnel.
[akarta Post] [Kompas, in Indonesian]

The presidential palace defended the decision,
asserting that Teddy's role is not equivalent to a
ministerial position since he will work under the
Ministry of State Secretariat. The palace further
explained that President Prabowo had redefined the
position's nomenclature to more closely resemble a
military or personal secretary. [BBC Indonesia, in
Indonesian]

Critics argue that this appointment contravenes Article
47 of the Indonesian military law, which explicitly
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requires active military personnel to resign if they
assume a civilian role. [Tempo.co, in Indonesian]

Indonesia: Foreign minister appointment
signals Prabowo’s desire for tight control
in foreign policy

(mu) President Prabowo Subianto has appointed
Sugiono as Indonesia's new Foreign Minister. Sugiono,
a former soldier who was commissioned as a Second
Lieutenant in the infantry, previously served as
Prabowo's personal secretary and is a founding
member of the Gerindra Party, which Prabowo
established. Due to his background and close ties to
Prabowo, he is regarded as Prabowo's "ideological
protégeé."

Sugiono is the first foreign minister in over two
decades without a diplomatic background, a move
analysts interpret as a signal of Prabowo's intent to
closely oversee foreign policy and shape Indonesia’s
international presence personally. [Antara] [Jakarta
Post] [Tempo.co]

Recently, Sugiono represented Prabowo at the BRICS
Plus Summit in Kazan, Russia, from October 22-24,
while the president focused on the transition process.
[CNBC, in Indonesian]

Indonesia: Minister receives direction for
transmigration program to Papua

(mu) Minister of Transmigration Muhammad Iftitah
Sulaiman Suryanagara announced that President
Prabowo Subianto has directed the ministry to initiate
a transmigration program in eastern Indonesia,
focusing particularly on Papua, to address Indonesia’s
regional development disparities.

The minister stated that the program aims to fully
integrate Papua into Indonesia “in terms of welfare,
national unity, and within a broader context.”
[Tempo.co, in Indonesian]

However, Lamek Dowansiba, a member of Indonesia’s
upper parliamentary chamber (DPD RI) representing
West Papua, urged President Prabowo to reconsider
the plan, citing concerns that it could increase the
burdens on local communities due to the region's
complex issues. Dowansiba further warned that the
transmigration program might heighten tensions in
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Papua, which has experienced rising violence in recent
years due to the state’s military efforts to suppress
separatist movements. [Kompas, in Indonesian]

Indonesia: Blue economy initiatives
outlined

(ft) Indonesia's Marine Affairs and Fisheries Minister,
Sakti Wahyu Trenggono, highlighted his approach to
advancing the marine and fisheries sector through
targeted government intervention, particularly
focusing on blue economy initiatives.

In an interview on October 26, he outlined strategies to
expand fisheries infrastructure, aiming to increase
productivity, bolster food security, and enhance the
welfare of fishers and farmers. Key initiatives include
the establishment of “Modern Fishers' Villages” and
efforts to raise the exchange rate for fishers and
farmers, thereby improving their purchasing power.

Trenggono has also promoted sustainable aquaculture
projects in lobster, shrimp, seaweed, and tilapia
farming, all aimed at supporting national food security.
[Antara]

Indonesia: Jakarta using GIS technology to
monitor marine ecosystem

(gk) Jakarta's provincial government has announced
the implementation of homegrown Geographic
Information System (GIS) technology to monitor the
marine ecosystem and enhance the management of
marine systems.

Suharini Eliawati, head of the Jakarta Food Security,
Maritime Affairs, and Agriculture Service, stated that
GIS is expected to facilitate quick and appropriate
actions to support more efficient management while
promoting economic activities such as marine tourism
and fisheries alongside conservation efforts.

The initiative aims to improve the welfare of coastal
communities and enhance the blue economy's
contribution to Jakarta's GDP. The program seeks to
increase the income of coastal communities by 20
percent, create more jobs in the marine sector, reduce
carbon emissions, and improve marine ecosystems,
positioning Jakarta as a model for blue economy
practices among coastal cities. [Antara]
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Laos: Government plans salary increases
and staffing expansion for 2025

(mt) During its monthly meeting on October 24, the
Lao government outlined plans for 2025 that include
raising civil servant salaries and expanding staffing
quotas across various sectors.

This aims at helping civil servants cope with inflation
and rising living costs and ensuring essential functions
can be carried out effectively.

The government also plans to tackle the issue of
illegally imported vehicles. A task force will be
established to identify regulatory gaps and implement
robust measures to address this challenge.

Other topics discussed included strategies for
improving education, labor laws, and agricultural land
policies, with a focus on developing a long-term vision
for human resource management and agricultural land
until 2040. [Laotian Times][Vientiane Times]

Laos: More than USD 600 million in
investments Vientiane SEZs recorded

(mt) During the first nine months of 2024, Vientiane's
five Special Economic Zones (SEZs) secured
investments from 39 domestic and foreign companies,
surpassing the city's target of 35 new companies. The
investment amounted to USD 622.59 million.

This was reported in a recent meeting led by Deputy
Governor of the Bank of Laos, Suliwat
Suvanajumkham, and Deputy Governor of Vientiane
Capital, Sirilat Nongsin Thongpheng. [The Laotian
Times]

Laos: Tobacco industry deal to end

(mt) Laos will not renew its 25-year Investment Licence
Agreement with the tobacco industry, a move
supported by the Southeast Asia Tobacco Control
Alliance and other health organizations. This decision
aligns with the 2016 Investment Promotion Law and
the WHO's tobacco control framework.

The agreement, which benefited Imperial Brands, cost
the government approximately USD 31.9 million in lost
revenue due to low excise taxes. It also contributed to
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high smoking rates, causing around 6,700 tobacco-
related deaths annually.

Ending the deal is expected to allow for stronger
tobacco control measures and better public health
funding. [Vientiane Times]

Malaysia: New online safety laws to be
tabled in parliament

(oc) Communications Minister Fahmi Fadzil announced
that a new online safety bill, expected to be tabled in
Parliament soon, will focus on reducing criminal
activity on social media rather than restricting
individual freedoms. Speaking at a press conference
following the "Digital Security Literacy" lecture on
October 23, he emphasized the need for social media
reforms to protect the public from criminality that has
become pervasive across platforms.

Fahmi stressed that the bill will not undermine or
threaten Malaysian democracy and freedoms, calling
any such measures unconstitutional. Instead, he
stated, the bill aims to "curb the behavior of criminals"
to safeguard society. The bill will target four main
areas of online crime: scams, online gambling,
cyberbullying, and sexual content.

To highlight the urgency of these reforms, Fahmi cited
financial scams on Facebook as an example. According
to the Bukit Aman Criminal Investigation Department,
Malaysians lost USD 99 million to Facebook scams
alone in the past year.

Despite assurances, the bill has received some
skepticism. Several anonymous sources told Malaysia
Now that it contains "draconian provisions." One
source expressed concerns that the communications
ministry might have the power to block additional
content. However, Legal and Institutional Reforms
Minister Othman Said has supported Fahmi's view,
stating that the bill will not infringe on Malaysian
democracy but instead aims to protect citizens from
criminal activity. [Bernama] [Malaysia Now]

Malaysia: Barisan Nasional, Pakatan
Harapan cooperate in Sabah state
election

(ga) The United Malays National Organisation (UMNO)
and the Barisan Nasional (BN) coalition, in
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collaboration with Pakatan Harapan (PH) coalition, are
forming an alliance for the 17th Sabah state election,
aiming to establish a government that can address the
state's persistent underdevelopment and poverty.

Sabah UMNO leader Bung Moktar Radin highlighted
the need for transformation to tackle the region's
poverty crisis, citing eight of the poorest districts:
Tongod, Beluran, Pitas, Kinabatangan, Kota Marudu,
Tuaran, Ranau, and Lahad Datu.

This move is in line with UMNO president Dr. Ahmad
Zahid Hamidi's earlier decision to extend the BN-PH
cooperation model from the federal level to Sabah.
Bung Moktar confirmed that discussions are underway
to solidify the alliance’s strategy for the election, while
also expressing openness to working with other local
parties. [Bernamal]

Malaysia: Prime Minister to launch
national Al office

(ga/oc) Prime Minister Anwar Ibrahim will launch the
National Artificial Intelligence Office (NAIO) in Kuala
Lumpur on December 12, according to Digital Minister
Gobind Singh Deo. The NAIO will focus on developing
Al-related policies, drafting laws, and promoting cross-
sector collaboration to enhance Malaysia’s Al
capabilities.

Minister Gobind further emphasized the importance of
balancing Al benefits with potential risks, noting that
the office will gather industry input to address these
needs as the county aims to position itself as a leader
in the Al sector within Southeast Asia. [Bernama 1]

The NAIO has received 1,254 applications for key
positions, including CEO, policy director, and
innovation exchange director. It will drive initiatives to
integrate Al into government, industry, and society,
enhancing the digital economy and public services.
[The Star]

Similarly, Deputy prime minister Fadillah Yusof -
speaking at the Pan Pacific Economic Malaysia Forum,
affirmed the government's commitment to increasing
the national position of Al and to ultimately be a
‘regional leader’ in the sector. [Bernama 2]

Malaysia: Court schedules 10-day trial for
factory operator accused of supporting
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Daesh

(ga) The High Court has scheduled a 10-day trial
beginning February 12, 2025, for Muhammad Aabid
Zarkasi, a factory operator facing charges of
supporting the Daesh/Islamic State terrorist group. The
trial dates are set for February 12-14, March 3-6, and
March 19-21, 2025.

Muhammad Aabid is accused of three offences: storing
explosives for terrorist purposes, possessing materials
related to Daesh, and making explosives in preparation
for a terrorist act. The charges fall under sections of
the Penal Code carrying penalties ranging from seven
to 40 years in prison, along with fines and potential
forfeiture of related property.

The alleged offences occurred between January 28 and
May 15, at a residence in Taman Serai Jaya, Perak. The
prosecution plans to call 15 witnesses, with a case
mention set for November 28 to review submitted
documents. [Bernama 1]

In as separate case, Radin Imran Radin Mohd Yassin,
the father of a suspect involved in the Ulu Tiram Police
Station attack, was charged in the High Court with
promoting the Daesh ideology, supporting terrorist
activities, and possessing firearms linked to the group.
The charges include instilling Daesh ideology in his
family from late 2014 to May 17, 2024, at their home in
Johor Bahru, under Section 130JG(a) of the Penal Code,
which carries a maximum 30-year prison sentence.

He also faces charges under Sections 130J(1)(a) and
130J(1)(b) for possessing air rifles and pledging
allegiance to Daesh leader Abu Bakar Al-Baghdadi, with
penalties of up to 40 years in prison. His daughter,
Farhah Sobrina, pleaded not guilty to withholding
information related to these offences and is charged
under Section 130M, which carries a maximum seven-
year sentence. The case management is set for
November 15. [Bernama 2]

Malaysia: MDIO to boost media
collaboration for national defence
awareness

(ga) The Malaysia Defence Intelligence Organisation
(MDIO) of the Malaysian Armed Forces (MAF) is set to
enhance collaboration with media agencies to promote
awareness about national defence. According to head
of MDIO's psychological warfare division, Colonel Mohd
Hazri Ahmad, the media is considered a strategic
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partner in communicating defence-related issues,
especially in key areas like land and maritime borders
and operational zones.

MDIO, which is tasked with planning and executing
warfare operations to bolster defence capabilities,
aims to strengthen public confidence and foster unity
between the government and citizens. The initiative
seeks to boost patriotism across both urban and rural
areas, aiding MAF and other agencies in their efforts to
safeguard the nation. [New Straits Times] [Bernama]

Malaysia: Maritime enforcement body to
upgrade fleet

(ga) The Malaysian Maritime Enforcement Agency
(MMEA) will enhance its fleet with a MYR 675 million
(USD 142 million) allocation from Budget 2025, aimed
at bolstering maritime security. Director-General
Admiral Datuk Mohd Rosli Abdullah stated that the
funds will support vessel maintenance and new
acquisitions to improve the agency's operational
readiness.

An MYR 150 million will be used for Phase Two of the
Ship Life Extension Programme (SLEP) to maintain six
vessels, while MYR 350 million is allocated for a Multi-
Purpose Mission Ship (MPMS) with advanced
operational capabilities. Additionally, MYR 160 million
will fund the purchase of two New Generation Patrol
Craft (NGPC) with cutting-edge technology for
enhanced patrolling. The MMEA will also receive a
United States Coast Guard Cutter, with MYR 15 million
set aside for maintenance before its arrival in Malaysia
next year. [Bernamal] [Free Malaysia Today]

Myanmar: Former Senior General Than
Shwe's son-in-law arrested amid
allegations of inciting unrest

(anl) Former military officer Nay Soe Maung, the son-
in-law of former Senior General Than Shwe, was
arrested on October 23 in Pyigyidagun Township,
Mandalay. Earlier, on October 7, he had posted a
condolence message on social media following the
death of Dr. Zaw Myint Maung, former Chief Minister
of Mandalay Region. Nay Soe Maung had previously
expressed criticism of the military council in his posts,
which led to accusations of inciting unrest and
spreading propaganda aimed at disrupting national
peace and stability. Military channels reported that he
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is currently detained and being interrogated by the
Security Affairs Force (SAF), though specific details
regarding his arrest and detention remain
unconfirmed.

A university lecturer and former military officer, Nay
Soe Maung is married to Daw Kyi Kyi Shwe, daughter of
Than Shwe, and is also the son of Major General Tin
Sein, a former Deputy Defense Minister under Ne
Win's regime. Since the 2021 coup, Nay Soe Maung has
been vocal in his support for the anti-coup movement.
He posted a photo showing solidarity with the
protests, stating his support for "the people and the
truth" as a retired public servant. During
demonstrations in Yangon, he also provided medical
assistance to protesters. [Mizzima] [The Irrawaddy]

Myanmar: Ethnic Shan party issues
anniversary statement urging to end the
military rule in Myanmar

(tl) On the 36th anniversary of its establishment, the
Shan National League for Democracy (SNLD) issued a
statement stating that the political crisis of Myanmar
can only be solved, and a federal democratic union can
be established only if the military dictatorship and its
pillars are completely removed. Founded in 1988,
SNLD is a prominent political party in Myanmar and
represents the interests of the Shan ethnic group,
advocating for federalism, and democratic reforms.

The SNLD won 42 seats in the 2020 general election,
the third-highest number of seats at the national level.
The party has decided not to register under the junta-
appointed Union Election Commission (UEC), even
though the new Political Parties Registration Law
requires political parties to re-register with the UEC
within two months or face dissolution. [Mizzima News]
[VOA in Burmese]

Myanmar: BPLA shifts troops to dry zone
amid growing resistance efforts

(sc) The Bamar People’s Liberation Army (BPLA), a
prominent armed group in Myanmar's anti-junta
resistance, announced plans to move its forces from
northern Shan State to central Myanmar's dry zone,
aligning with the anniversary of Operation 1027. Poet
and BPLA leader Maung Saungkha revealed the
relocation on social media, stating the group’s goal to
expand its ranks by 600, adding to its current 1,200-
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strong force. Saungkha emphasized BPLA's
independence from the National Unity Government's
Ministry of Defense (NUG/MOD) while underscoring
the importance of collaborating with local resistance
forces, including MOD and People’s Defense Forces
(PDF), to enhance revolutionary efforts. [Maung
Saungkha] [Myanmar Now]

During the previous year's Operation 1027, the BPLA
worked with the Brotherhood Alliance - comprising the
Ta'ang National Liberation Army, Myanmar National
Democratic Alliance Army, and Arakan Army - to
disrupt junta activities in northern Shan State.

BPLA's tactical contributions, which included occupying
towns and cutting supply lines, were crucial in the
alliance’s offensive against the junta. Saungkha's recent
statements highlight the BPLA's intent to represent the
Burman ethnic group in Myanmar’s broader resistance
movement, focusing on unity and mutual support
among diverse anti-junta forces. [Myanmar Now]

Myanmar: Compelled by China, junta
bombs target Lashio

(nf) The Myanmar military junta has ramped up
airstrikes against territory controlled by the Myanmar
National Democratic Alliance Army (MNDAA) in
northern Shan State, repeatedly striking areas around
Lashio despite a lack of active ground clashes.
Airstrikes struck a Lashio battery factory on October 22
killing a motorcyclist there and heavily damaging the
facility. Later strikes against a residential area injured
one civilian and destroyed homes. Additional strikes on
Kaung Haw village injured six villagers and destroyed
homes.

The MNDAA, compelled by China to halt its offensives,
saw airstrikes in its territory disrupt the group's rule
over Lashio, which it freed in August. Beijing invited
leaders of the MNDAA for talks with the regime and
shut down border trade, affecting locals in their
strongholds. Fighting also flared up in Nawnghkio
Township, where the TNLA, together with the
Mandalay People's Defense Force, clashed with
advancing regime troops.

The previous powerful military offence, known as
Operation 1027, was launched in October lats year by
the MNDAA, Ta'ang National Liberation Army (TNLA)
and Arakan Army and it captured large sections of
northern Shan State, including key trade routes with
China. [Irrawaddy]
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Myanmar: Clashes in Tanintharyi region
displace thousands

(anl) As a result of the clashes, over 3,000 residents
have been displaced from at least seven villages in
southern Tanintharyi Region. According to FE 5
Tanintharyi, an independent research group based in
the region, around 2,700 people are currently in a
displacement camp in Pulaw town, with others located
in nearby villages and additional camps. A PDF
member reported that approximately 300 junta troops
are using National Highway 8 and waterways to raid
the villages.

Fighting began on October 14 when junta troops
raided Kye village in Pulaw Township, Tanintharyi
Region. The Myeik District People’s Defense Force
(PDF) reported that both sides suffered casualties.
Resistance groups also reported that junta troops are
torching village houses amid ongoing airstrikes.

On October 15, the Myeik People's Defense Force (PDF)
warned residents to avoid using the highway, as
hundreds of cars and trucks were stuck on the route
connecting Myeik, Pulaw, and Dawei. Consequently,
civilians have increasingly relied on water
transportation. Tragically, this reliance led to an
incident on the evening of Sunday, October 20, when a
boat carrying displaced people and other residents
sank near Kyaukka Village, resulting in the deaths of 20
individuals, including displaced Pulaw residents and
students returning home for the Thadingyut holiday.
[The Irrawaddy]

Myanmar: Rakhine State residents face
food shortages

(tl/nf) In Ann Township, Rakhine State, the Arakan
Army (AA) is engaging in intense clashes with Myanmar
junta troops, severely impacting residents who are
now facing a food crisis and harsh living conditions.

Since April, the AA has been actively targeting the
Myanmar junta’s forces, capturing numerous camps
and destroying 373 bunkers, including at the Western
Regional Military Headquarters (Napakha). The conflict
has also spread to other areas, with ongoing battles in
Gu and Maungdaw townships, and occasional
skirmishes near Taungkot city.


https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-slilidl-l-jli/

In Ann Township, residents are struggling to access
food and safe passage. A local resident reported that
both citizens within the town and those who have fled
nearby villages face severe food shortages. [VOA in
Burmese]

As of October 27, thousands of people trapped in the
city of Ann are facing severe food shortages as ongoing
fighting continues. Military authorities have imposed
strict entry and exit restrictions, intensifying the
challenges faced by internally displaced persons (IDPs)
and residents trying to access food. Locals report that
those displaced are unable to leave and have received
no external assistance. The city is under lockdown, and
the military has issued warnings that any attempts to
move between restricted areas will be met with force.
[Narinjara News]

Myanmar: Continued junta brutality
spans across Myanmar

(nf) Junta troops have unleashed a brutal campaign of
violence against civilians in Budalin Township, Sagaing
Region, where at least 25 civilians have reportedly
been killed. Witnesses report that the bodies were
mutilated, with heads and limbs displayed on fence
posts.

According to resistance groups and local residents,
junta forces have conducted multiple airstrikes, arson
attacks, and kidnappings across several villages in the
area. In Sipar, villagers found six mutilated bodies,
while in Myauk Kyi, one of the victims was a six-year-
old child.

The attacks appear to be in retaliation for a September
30 clash, in which a local resistance group defeated a
junta column. [Irrawaddy]

Myanmar: Junta forms gold price
reference committee to stabilize market

(sc) Myanmar's ruling junta has announced the
formation of a “Gold Price Reference Committee”
aimed at stabilizing gold prices and ensuring market
fairness. Established on October 25, the committee will
set a daily reference price for gold by factoring in
global rates, exchange fluctuations, and the domestic
market environment. Chaired by the junta's Deputy
Minister of Natural Resources and Environmental
Conservation, with the Deputy Governor of the Central
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Bank as vice-chair, the committee aims to mitigate
economic uncertainty by closely monitoring and
adjusting gold prices in response to market changes,
involving relevant stakeholders from the gold industry
in this process. [Eleven News] [BBC Burmese]

The committee’s responsibilities include providing
transparent and accessible pricing information
through daily announcements in coordination with the
Ministry of Information. By working with industry
associations, such as the Myanmar Gold Entrepreneurs
Association, the committee seeks to bolster credibility
and market confidence amid the country’s volatile
economic conditions. The junta’s initiative is part of a
broader attempt to control inflation and stabilize the
local currency, hoping to prevent further economic
fallout in Myanmar’s troubled financial landscape.
[Eleven News]

Myanmar: Farmers criticize junta's paddy
price

(anl) Paddy farmers in Myanmar have criticized the
military junta’s newly set reference price of MKK
960,000 (USD 457) per 100 baskets (one basket = 46
Ibs) for the 2024 monsoon and 2025 summer harvests,
arguing it falls far below market rates. Farmers report
that their production costs, including seeds, fertilizers,
and pesticides, exceed one million Kyats per acre,
making the junta'’s price financially unsustainable.
Rising input costs and potential flood damage are
adding to farmers' burdens, fueling concerns over
exploitation by rice merchants.

While the junta claims the reference price is merely a
floor price that allows producers to sell at market
rates, recent arrests of rice and paddy merchants on
charges of profiteering and hoarding indicate the
market may be tightly controlled. This situation leaves
farmers struggling to cover production costs despite
Myanmar's capacity to produce around 14 million tons
of rice annually from its nearly 15 million acres of
monsoon paddy fields. Heavy rains and landslides
have further exacerbated challenges, damaging over
700,000 acres of paddy this year. [Mizzima]

Philippines: Fresh trafficking, sexual
abuse accounts surface against pastor
Apollo Quiboloy
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(rv) Philippine televangelist Apollo Quiboloy faced his
accusers in a Senate hearing on October 23, denying
allegations of sexual abuse and human trafficking.
Several women, including Ukrainians, testified that
Quiboloy coerced them into sexual acts by
manipulating religious beliefs.

During the hearing, police presented new evidence,
alleging Quiboloy's coercion of hundreds of women,
citing plans to "acquire 1,000 women" inspired by the
biblical story of Solomon. Police shared photos of
locations where the abuses reportedly occurred, with
testimonies indicating that Quiboloy targeted women
from his church, Kingdom of Jesus Christ, using threats
and manipulation.

Authorities identified 68 alleged victims and accused
Quiboloy of using a vigilante group, "Angels of Death,"
to intimidate those who violated church rules. Despite
Quiboloy's denial of the accusations, witnesses
detailed incidents of sexual coercion, with one
Ukrainian victim sharing her experience of being
forced into sexual acts. One of the accusers stated that
Quiboloy used biblical references to pressure women
into compliance, threatening them with damnation.

Quiboloy, arrested in September after a standoff with
police, could face extradition to the United States,
where he is wanted for sex trafficking and fraud. No
official extradition request has been made yet,
according to the Department of Foreign Affairs. [South
China Morning Post] [Reuters] [Associated Press]

Philippines: Supreme Court upholds life
sentence for South Korean pastor in
human trafficking case

(Im) The Supreme Court of the Philippines upheld the
life imprisonment of South Korean pastor Si Young Oh
for qualified human trafficking involving minors. Oh,
who moved to the Philippines in 2008, was convicted
of recruiting minors to his theology school in
Pampanga and subjecting them to forced labor under
the guise of religious training.

Arrested in 2013, Oh argued that the minors worked
voluntarily as part of their training. However, the court
dismissed this defense, noting that trafficking of
minors is punishable regardless of consent under the
Anti-Trafficking in Persons Act of 2003. Alongside his
prison sentence, Oh was fined PHP 2 million (USD
34,000) and ordered to pay PHP 1.8 million (USD
30,600) in damages to the victims. [ABS-CBN]
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Philippines: Anti-poverty programs of
President Marcos Jr. credited for decline
in poverty and hunger

(rv) Speaker Martin Romualdez credited President
Ferdinand R. Marcos Jr.'s anti-poverty programs for a
recent drop in self-rated poverty and hunger, as shown
in OCTA Research’s Tugon ng Masa survey. The survey
revealed a 5-percentage point decrease in self-rated
poverty and hunger in the third quarter of 2024, with
1.4 million families now identifying as "not poor,"
reducing self-rated poverty to 43 percent. Self-rated
hunger also fell from 16 percent to 11 percent,
indicating that 1.3 million families are no longer
experiencing hunger.

Romualdez praised the "whole-of-government"
approach, highlighting efforts like food assistance and
social safety nets that prioritize marginalized Filipinos.
He noted that global challenges persist, but the
administration’s targeted initiatives have bolstered
economic resilience. He also reaffirmed the
commitment of Congress to support legislation aimed
at sustaining economic growth, reducing poverty, and
promoting social protections. [Philippine News Agency]

Philippines: Over 150 dead or missing as
tropical storm Trami triggers widespread
floods, landslides

(alm) Tropical Storm Trami has left over 150 people
dead or missing in the Philippines, triggering massive
flooding and landslides. As of October 28, the storm
has been labeled the deadliest of the 11 tropical
storms to hit the country this year. Talisay in Batangas
province, located about 43 miles south of Manila, was
among the hardest-hit areas, experiencing a
devastating landslide that buried homes, leaving
survivors grappling with immense loss.

The storm struck on October 24, dumping one to two
months’ worth of rain in some areas within 24 hours.
More than 5.9 million people were in its path, and over
500,000 were forced to flee to emergency shelters.
Most of the fatalities have been attributed to rain-
induced landslides and drowning, particularly in
Batangas and the Bicol region. The storm’s aftermath
continues to be dire, as many areas remain isolated,
hindering rescue efforts and raising fears that the
death toll could increase.
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Philippine President Ferdinand Marcos Jr. inspected
the disaster zone and highlighted the urgent need for
enhanced flood control measures to combat such
unprecedented threats linked to climate change. He
noted that many communities remain submerged,
making access difficult even for large rescue vehicles.
[Al Jazeera] [The Guardian] [NPR]

Singapore: Workers’ Party veteran reveals
timeline gap in Pritam Singh trial

(Im) Singapore opposition veteran Low Thia Khiang
testified in court that he only learned in 2023 that
Workers' Party (WP) leaders, including Secretary-
General Pritam Singh, had been aware since August
2021 about ex-MP Raeesah Khan's false statement in
parliament. Khan had falsely claimed she accompanied
a rape victim to a police station.

Singh, facing charges for giving false evidence during
parliamentary committee hearings in December 2021,
could be fined up to SGD 7,000 (USD 5,360),
imprisoned for up to three years, or both. If fines
exceed SGD 10,000 (USD 7,660) or imprisonment is at
least one year, he risks losing his seat and being
barred from office for five years.

Low, WP's longest-serving MP, was party leader from
2001 to 2018 and remains a central committee
member. He testified that Singh and WP Chair Sylvia
Lim disclosed Khan's lie to him in October 2021 but
delayed revealing it publicly. Low advised that
parliament was the appropriate forum for an apology,
given the false statement was made there.

Singh, a lawyer and MP since 2011, has pleaded not
guilty. The first trial phase concludes this week, with
further hearings set for next month. [South China
Morning Post]

Singapore: Government blocks 10 fake
websites ahead of elections

(fi) Singapore's Ministry of Home Affairs (MHA) has
blocked access to 10 fake websites linked to foreign
actors, as part of efforts to prevent hostile
disinformation campaigns ahead of the country's
upcoming elections, which must be held before
November 2025.

According to the MHA, the websites used terms and
visuals associated with Singapore and Al-generated
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content designed to mislead readers into thinking the
information represented official positions or local
sentiments. Two of the websites featured domain
names similar to legitimate Singapore sites, while
others incorporated terms like "Singapore" in their
names.

Authorities said that such tactics are often used by
foreign actors to build a local following before
launching hostile information campaigns (HICs). The
MHA stressed that blocking these websites serves the
public interest by preventing potential foreign
interference during the election period. [Ministry of
Home Affairs Singapore] [South China Morning Post]

Singapore: Prepared to grant 30-year
licenses for low-carbon power imports

(fi) Singapore will offer 30-year import licences to firms
investing in low-carbon electricity projects, helping
them recover substantial initial costs, according to
Puah Kok Keong, CEO of the Energy Market Authority
(EMA). The move aims to support the city-state's goal
of importing 6 gigawatts (GW) of low-carbon energy by
2035, with 10 projects already conditionally approved
in Australia, Cambodia, Indonesia, and Vietnam.

Puah highlighted that establishing large-scale solar
farms and battery facilities requires significant
investment, including laying power cables for cross-
border connections. The 30-year licenses will
incentivize firms to develop these projects, which are
crucial to diversifying Singapore's energy supply.
[Bangkok Post]

Singapore: First Multi-Role Combat Vessel
keel laid for Navy's drone motherships

(Im) Singapore has marked a notable milestone in its
naval capabilities with the keel laying of its first Multi-
Role Combat Vessel (MRCV) on October 22. This vessel
is the first of six "drone motherships" being developed
for the Republic of Singapore Navy (RSN).

ST Engineering, contracted in March 2023 to build
these vessels, is collaborating with Sweden'’s Saab
Kockums and Denmark’s Odense Maritime Technology
for design integration. The MRCVs will replace the
RSN's aging Victory-class corvettes, focusing more on
operating autonomous systems than conventional
weaponry. The 8,000-ton vessels will host around 80
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crew members, significantly enhancing the Navy's
operational flexibility.[Naval News]

Thailand: Parliament debates Tak Bai
massacre as statute of limitations expires

(msz) On October 25, the 20-year statute of limitations
expired for criminal charges related to the 2004 Tak
Bai massacre, where 85 Muslim protesters were killed
in southern Thailand. The expiry date passed without
arrests or convictions, sparking frustration among
lawmakers, human rights activists, and victims' families
over the lack of accountability. The tragedy is seen as a
pivotal event in Thailand'’s conflict-ridden southern
border provinces, and its unresolved aftermath
continues to fuel tensions in the region.

Background

The Tak Bai massacre unfolded on October 25, 2004,
when security forces killed seven people after opening
fire on 1,200 protesters, who were demanding the
release from detention of six colleagues outside a
police station in Tak Bai town in Narathiwat province
near the Malaysian border. Subsequently, 78 people
were arrested and crushed to death or suffocated
while bound and piled on top of each other in army
trucks on a five-hour drive from Narathiwat to an army
camp in Pattani.

Up to this day, every attempt to prosecute security
personnel involved in the massacre has failed,
including two in the past two months. In August, a
court in Narathiwat accepted a criminal lawsuit by
victims' families against seven senior officials, among
them a retired general and Pheu Thai MP, but they all
failed to show up at a hearing. A separate case against
eight other personnel filed by the attorney-general in
September has also made no progress. On October 28,
the court will formally dismiss the charges since the 20-
year statute of limitations expires at midnight on
October 25 ending the prospects of upholding justice.

Parliament revisits Tak Bai inquiry ahead of deadline

In response to the impending expiration of the statute
of limitations, parliament reopened discussions on the
issue last week. People's Party (PP) lawmakers
highlighted the need for accountability to prevent
further unrest in the South, pointing to recent violence
in Pattani as an indication of mounting tensions. Yet,
the debate concluded without concrete measures,
prompting concerns over the potential consequences
of impunity.
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The massacre took place under then-Prime Minister
Thaksin Shinawatra’s administration, a factor that
continues to influence Thai politics. In 2022, Thaksin
issued a public apology, although he denied direct
responsibility. Last week, Prime Minister Paetongtarn
Shinawatra, Thaksin's daughter, also apologized for the
tragedy but distanced herself, citing her young age at
the time. Her apology drew mixed reactions, with some
seeing it as a step toward reconciliation, while others
criticized it as insufficient in addressing the victims’
demands for justice.

The UN Human Rights Council issued a statement
urging swift action to prevent impunity and stressing
that Thailand's recent election to the council carries a
responsibility to uphold human rights principles. Local
and international human rights advocates criticized the
Thai authorities for failing to hold perpetrators
accountable, calling for sustained pressure on the
government to address long-standing grievances in the
southern border provinces. [Bangkok Post 1] [Thai PBS
World] [The Nation]

No signs of violence linked to Tak Bai anniversary

On October 26, National Police Chief Kitrat Phanphet
announced that intelligence agencies had found no
signs of violence connected to the 20th anniversary of
the Tak Bai massacre. Authorities had been monitoring
potential unrest, particularly in the southern provinces,
but reported no suspicious activity.

Deputy Prime Minister Phumtham Wechayachai
acknowledged public concerns, asserting the
government's commitment to maintaining peace in the
region. Phumtham, who also serves as Defense
Minister, stated that an executive decree to extend the
statute of limitations was not legally feasible. He plans
to visit the southern provinces as part of his oversight
of the Southern Border Provinces Administrative
Centre and the Internal Security Operations Command.

Officials also dismissed speculation that a recent fatal
shooting of a police officer in Pattani was connected to
the Tak Bai anniversary, emphasizing that such
incidents are not necessarily related. [Bangkok Post 2]

Thailand: Lower House rejects royal
defamation inclusion in political amnesty
bill

(msz) Thailand's House of Representatives has voted
against a proposal to include lese majeste in a new
political amnesty bill, with 270 Members of Parliament
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(MPs) opposing the move and 152 supporting it.
Chaithawat Tulathon, former leader of the disbanded
Move Forward Party and a member of the special
House committee studying the bill, expressed
disappointment over the decision, arguing it limits
efforts to foster reconciliation.

The vote, held on October 26, also suggested that the
ruling Pheu Thai Party might not introduce its own
amnesty bill before the parliamentary session ends on
October 30. Chaithawat, however, indicated that the
main opposition People's Party (PP) intends to push
forward other amnesty proposals. The PP’s version
seeks to extend amnesty to those convicted under
Section 112 of the Criminal Code, known as lese
majeste, as part of broader measures covering
politically motivated cases since February 2006.

Government coalition MPs opposed the inclusion of
lese majeste in the amnesty, indicating broader
resistance within the political establishment. A total of
four amnesty-related bills have been introduced, with
three others sponsored by civil society groups, the
United Thai Nation Party, and the Khru Thai Party.
According to United Thai Nation member Pongpol
Yodmuangcharoen, there have been 57,966 political
cases since 2005, with 1,206 involving lese majeste.
[Thai PBS World] [Bangkok Post 1] [Bangkok Post 2]

Thailand: Charter rewrite debate
scheduled for December session amid
delays over referendum criteria

(Im) Thailand's Parliament will discuss proposed
amendments to the 2017 constitution during its next
session, set to begin on December 15-16, according to
House Speaker Wan Muhammad Noor Matha. This
decision follows an agreement among government,
opposition, and Senate leaders to delay the debate
until the next session, as the current session concludes
on October 30. However, a special session could be
convened if urgent matters arise.

The proposed amendments aim to modify Section 256
of the constitution, which currently mandates a
referendum before establishing a charter drafting
body. Under the government's plan, a first referendum
will ask voters whether they support drafting a new
constitution. If approved, a second referendum will
determine whether Section 256 should be amended to
enable drafting, followed by a third referendum to
approve the final charter. This process aims to comply
with a Constitutional Court ruling that requires public
approval before any full charter amendment.
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People's Party list MP Parit Wacharasindhu has
suggested reducing the number of referendums from
three to two, seeking to minimize delays. Meanwhile,
the House and Senate remain divided over the criteria
needed to pass the referendum. The House supports a
simple majority requirement, while the Senate
demands stricter conditions: over 50 percent voter
participation and majority support among those
participating.

A joint House-Senate committee is currently
attempting to resolve these differences. Pheu Thai MP
Wisut Chainarun warned that if no agreement is
reached soon, the bill may face a 180-day suspension
before seeking royal approval, further delaying the
referendum.

The government initially intended to hold the first
referendum alongside local elections in February 2025
to reduce costs, which were estimated at THB 2-3
billion (USD 60-90 million). However, unresolved voting
criteria and tight parliamentary schedules make it
likely that the referendum will be postponed. Warong
Dechgitvigrom, chairman of the Thai Pakdee Party,
voiced concerns that lowering the threshold to a
simple majority could facilitate easier amendments,
particularly to the constitution's first two chapters,
which define Thailand's structure as a unified kingdom
under a constitutional monarchy. [Bangkok Post 1]
[Bangkok Post 2]

Thailand: Majority expects Paetongtarn
Shinawatra’'s government to complete its
term

(msz) A recent poll by the National Institute of
Development Administration (NIDA) indicates that
most Thais believe Prime Minister Paetongtarn
Shinawatra's government will complete its four-year
term ending in 2027. According to the survey, 41.68
percent expect the administration to endure political
challenges and last until 2027, while others predict
shorter durations, including 19.08 percent who expect
it to last two years and 16.87 percent who see a one-
year term.

Some respondents expressed concerns about factors
that could trigger the government’s collapse. Economic
performance, legal challenges against the premier and
her Pheu Thai Party, mismanagement, and corruption
were cited as potential risks. A minority (9.77 percent)
believes the government could collapse before the
year ends.
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The survey, conducted from October 21-22 among
1,310 respondents nationwide, also highlighted fears
of political instability, protests, and a possible coup as
risks to government stability. [Bangkok Post] [Thai PBS
World]

Thailand: Defense minister rejects call to
annul MoU with Cambodia

(ad/Im) Thai Defense Minister Phumtham Wechayachai
has opposed a petition by political activists urging the
Constitutional Court to revoke a 2001 memorandum of
understanding (MoU) with Cambodia. Critics claim the
MoU, established during former Prime Minister
Thaksin Shinawatra’s administration, could undermine
Thailand's interests in overlapping maritime zones,
particularly near Koh Kut in Trat province.

Phumtham, who also serves as Deputy Prime Minister,
emphasized that the MoU was managed effectively
and consistently recognizes Koh Kut as part of Thai
territory. He clarified that while overlapping territorial
claims exist in the Gulf of Thailand due to its size, the
MoU focuses on resource-sharing rather than
territorial disputes, similar to agreements between
other regional nations like Malaysia and Vietnam.

Phumtham noted the urgency of resource extraction in
the overlapping areas, warning that delays could
render potential oil resources irrelevant as the shift
toward electric vehicles accelerates. Conversely, Palang
Pracharath Party member ML Kornkasiwat Kasemsri
urged the government to revoke the MoU, arguing it
legitimizes overlapping territories and risks Thailand
losing Koh Kut. He also criticized the MoU's petroleum
concessions, claiming they benefit Western companies
at Thailand's expense, offering only limited royalties
and taxes. [Bangkok Post]

Thailand: Government prioritizes flood
recovery over casino project

(Im) Deputy Finance Minister Julapun Amornvivat
stated that while the Finance Ministry remains
committed to advancing the casino-entertainment
complex project—part of the Pheu Thai-led
government's policy agenda—it is currently prioritizing
flood recovery efforts in the North. Julapun confirmed
that talks with coalition partners are planned to ensure
unity before proceeding with the casino initiative.
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The proposed legislation aims to legalize casinos within
entertainment complexes, receiving favorable
feedback during public hearings required under
Section 77 of the Constitution. The bill will be
submitted to the cabinet later this year, with detailed
discussions and scrutiny expected to modify its original
provisions.

No specific locations for the complexes have been
designated yet, with a committee set to select sites
that align with the country's tourism strategy. An
independent feasibility study will assess job creation
opportunities and community impacts. Under the
proposed law, a complex would require a license valid
for up to 30 years, with an initial registration fee of THB
5 billion (USD 150 million) and an annual fee of THB 1
billion (USD 30 million).

Potential locations include Bangkok, the Eastern
Economic Corridor, Chiang Mai, and Phuket, with six
major companies expressing interest. However,
Bhumijaithai Party leader Anutin Charnvirakul
emphasized the need for coalition discussions before
the bill reaches the cabinet, questioning its
effectiveness in tackling illegal gambling and its job
creation measures.

Separately, Prime Minister Paetongtarn Shinawatra is
scheduled to meet business leaders to discuss
economic growth strategies, support for small and
medium-sized enterprises, and water resource
management. The talks will include leaders from the
Thai Chamber of Commerce, Federation of Thai
Industries, Thai Bankers' Association, and the Joint
Standing Committee on Commerce, Industry, and
Banking. Additionally, the prime minister plans to
support the National Electric Vehicle Policy
Committee's Zero Emission Vehicle program. [Bangkok
Post]

Thailand: Overseas victims of The iCon
Group file complaints, losses reach USD 87
million

(Im) More victims of the alleged pyramid scheme
operated by The iCon Group have come forward,
bringing the total number of complainants to 9,469,
with losses amounting to THB 2.9 billion (USD 87
million) as of October 26. The Consumer Protection
Police Division has received complaints from victims in
nearly 20 countries, including China, Hong Kong,
Myanmar, Cambodia, Singapore, Germany, and the
United States.
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The investigation, led by the Central Investigation
Bureau, will be transferred to the Department of
Special Investigation (DSI) under the Special Case
Investigation Act. The police will continue assisting
victims in filing complaints even after the case is
transferred. [Bangkok Post]

Thailand: Authorities to act against illegal
stem cell production and human
trafficking networks

(msz) The Thai government plans to combat illegal
stem cell production and trafficking of infant placentas,
umbilical cords, and other human body parts,
following a complaint submitted by lawyer Songkan
Atchariyasap. Jirayu Houngsab, an adviser to the prime
minister, confirmed the action on October 25, stating
that the authorities are coordinating with the police on
this new and alarming issue.

The complaint was initiated by a former employee of a
stem cell company who discovered that the company
was illegally producing stem cells without proper
consent. The ex-employee provided evidence of the
company's operations but was unaware of how the
materials were sourced. The networks allegedly focus
on stem cells from infants with O-type blood, which are
smuggled out of hospitals, often by nurses, and sold
for THB 5,000-10,000 (USD 150-300) each. [Bangkok
Post]

Thailand: Former mayor and six others
imprisoned for corruption related to
flood-relief funds

(msz) Charn Phuangphet, a veteran politician from
Pathum Thani, and six others have been sentenced to
seven and a half years in prison for corruption linked
to flood-relief funds in 2011. The Region 1 Criminal
Court for Corruption and Misconduct Cases delivered
the verdict on October 24, reducing their initial 10-year
sentences due to their cooperation during the trial.

Charn, a former long-serving president of the Pathum
Thani Provincial Administrative Organization (PAO),
and his co-defendants were found guilty of
malfeasance related to procuring flood-relief supplies
worth about THB 1 million (USD 30,000). The National
Anti-Corruption Commission (NACC) launched an
investigation into the case, concluding in March 2021
that there was sufficient evidence of misconduct.
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Charn, who ran under the Pheu Thai Party banner in
the June 30 PAO election, narrowly won but was later
disqualified for election law violations, including
hosting a pre-election banquet. His disqualification led
to a new election on September 22, which was won by
Pol Lt Gen Kamronwit. [Bangkok Post]

Thailand: Wife of ex-police deputy chief
'‘Big Joke' denies condo theft allegations

(Im) Sirinadda Hakparn, wife of former deputy police
chief Surachate “Big Joke” Hakparn, appeared at Phra
Khanong police station in Bangkok on October 24 to
deny charges of theft. Sirinadda is accused of using a
keycard to enter a condominium on Sukhumvit Soi 101
and stealing valuables worth THB 5.7 million (USD
171,000), including 1.8 kilograms of gold and THB
600,000 (USD 18,000) in cash. The complaint was filed
by Thanattha Yodyiam, a lecturer at the Royal Police
Cadet Academy, who said the stolen items were
intended for her upcoming wedding.

Sirinadda denied the charges and was released on bail
of THB 105,000 (USD 3,150). Her lawyer stated that she
would contest the allegations. The case comes amid
ongoing investigations into Surachate's alleged
involvement in an online gambling network, which led
to his dismissal as deputy national police chiefin
August. [Bangkok Post]

Thailand: Chiang Mai condo scam victims
demand justice after two-year delay

(bk) Over 100 victims of a luxury condominium scam in
Chiang Mai have petitioned the Foundation
Campaigning to Reclaim Social Justice for assistance
after their case stalled for two years. Buyers initially
invested in units priced from THB 2.9 million (USD
87,000), with the developer promising rental income.
While some investors received rental returns from
2019 to 2022, payments ceased afterward, prompting
several to terminate contracts. Upon reclaiming their
units, buyers found them occupied and in disrepair.

Total damages exceed THB 300 million (USD 9 million),
with victims filing complaints with the Department of
Special Investigation (DSI) in 2022, but without
progress. Motivated by recent swift action in the iCon
Group fraud case [see AIR No. 42, October/2024, 3 and
AIR No. 43, October/2024, 4], victims now seek similar
attention. [Bangkok Post]
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Thailand: House panel proposes 'no-cane’
bill to ban corporal punishment

(msz) A parliamentary committee in Thailand plans to
submit a bill aimed at banning corporal punishment,
including caning, for House approval. If passed,
Thailand would become the second country in the
Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) to
outlaw such practices. The proposed amendment
targets the nearly 90-year-old Civil Procedure Code
that permits parental punishment, including physical
discipline.

Citing data from the United Nations Children's Fund
(UNICEF), the Social Development and Human Security
Ministry reported that 38.6 percent of children aged 1
to 14 were physically punished by their parents in
2022. The bill aims to foster positive child-raising
techniques, improve parent-child relationships, and
reduce trauma among children.

If approved, Thailand will become the 68th country
worldwide to enforce a 'no-cane' law. [Bangkok Post]

Thailand: Retirement age to rise to 65,
Social Security Act to be amended

(msz) Thailand’'s Labour Ministry plans to raise the
retirement age for private and government sector
employees to 65 years, aligning with Singapore and
Switzerland. Labour Minister Phiphat Ratchakitprakarn
announced this on October 26, attributing the increase
to advancements in health and medical care.
Additionally, the ministry will amend the Social Security
Act to expand benefits to two million migrant workers,
including those from Myanmar, Laos, and Cambodia.

The amendments will also require self-employed
workers, including taxi drivers, delivery riders, and
agricultural workers, to register under the Social
Security system. The ministry proposes increasing
contributions from employers and employees by 2
percent each, with the government adding 2.5 percent,
resulting in a total increase of 6.25 percent.

Efforts to stabilize the Social Security Fund’s medical
costs are also underway, aiming to convert fluctuating
costs, which currently total THB 60 billion (USD 1.8
billion) annually, into fixed expenses managed by an
insurance company. The Social Security Office (SSO)
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aims to achieve a 5 percent return by 2025, up from
2.3-2.4 percent in 2023, through strategic investments.

With Thailand's ageing population posing a challenge,
the ministry is emphasizing proactive management to
ensure the fund's sustainability, which could be at risk
of depletion in the next 30 years if no measures are
taken. [Bangkok Post]

Thailand: New law prepared to protect
conscripts and low-ranking soldiers

(msz) Thailand's Deputy Prime Minister and Defense
Minister, Phumtham Wechayachai, has introduced
legal changes to protect conscripts and lower-ranking
soldiers from abuse, mandating stricter enforcement
against superiors who fail to address misconduct. The
reforms follow a recent death of a conscript during
training, which sparked public outrage and calls for
change.

The new measures will offer improved benefits for
soldiers, including housing, healthcare, and
scholarships, while plans are underway to reduce
military size by integrating civil servants in roles like
healthcare, education, and budget management.
Phumtham emphasized the importance of lawful
military punishment, warning commanders of
potential criminal charges for failing to intervene in
abuse cases. The reforms also include provisions for
compensating victims and their families, with further
discussions planned with military leaders. [Bangkok
Post]

Thailand: First Certificate of Identity
Center opening to streamline
documentation for migrant workers

(bk) Labour Minister Phiphat Ratchakitprakarn
announced the launch of the first Certificate of Identity
(Cl) center in Samut Sakhon, a coastal province in
Thailand recognized as a significant industrial and
manufacturing hub. The center is set to open in
November to facilitate migrant workers in obtaining
proof-of-status documents. This initiative, stemming
from a meeting of the National Committee on Migrant
Workers Management, targets workers from Myanmar,
Cambodia, Laos, and Vietnam, especially those with
expiring work permits by October 31. It also aligns with
a cabinet resolution mandating the registration of all
migrant workers nationwide by the end of October.


https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-slilidl-l-jth/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-slilidl-l-jtk/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-slilidl-l-jtk/

According to the director of the Department of
Employment (DoE), the Cl center will operate until April
2025, with the possibility of additional centers if
warranted by demand. This initiative aims to prevent
delays in setting up a database for migrant workers,
which could otherwise adversely affect not only
workers' protection rights but also the business
sector's manpower. To forestall potential labor
shortages, the DoE has proposed a two-year permit
extension for migrant workers. Employers are urged to
register and renew their workers' status promptly.
[Bangkok Post]

Thailand: Families of bus fire victims
pursue legal action against agencies over
negligence

(acs) Families of victims from an October 1 bus fire
have filed petitions against four government agencies,
accusing them of negligence that led to the tragedy.
The fire, which occurred during a school trip involving
three buses, killed 20 students and three teachers and
injured three others.

The families, accompanied by Senator Alongkot
Worakee, submitted the petitions to the Central
Investigation Bureau. The accused agencies include the
Sing Buri Provincial Land Transportation Office, the
Sing Buri Provincial Energy Office, the Sing Buri
Provincial Industrial Office, and engineers responsible
for inspecting the bus's gas tanks. The families plan to
pursue both criminal and civil cases, citing failure to
fulfill duties under Section 157 of the Criminal Code.

The families received initial compensation of around
THB 3 million (USD 90,000) for each deceased victim
and THB 1-2 million (USD 30,000-60,000) for each
injured student from government sources. However,
they have not received further support from the
accused agencies.

Additionally, a review of CNG-powered buses was
initiated, with only 1,973 of 13,400 inspected so far.
The Department of Land Transportation identified 196
buses as below standard, temporarily banning them
from operation. [Bangkok Post]

Thailand: Raising concerns about a high
percentage of chemical residues in the
grapes
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(acs) The Thai Pesticide Alert Network (Thai-PAN), the
Thailand Consumers Council (TCC), and the Food and
Drug Administration (FDA) conducted laboratory tests
by collecting samples of Shine Muscat grapes to test
for certain chemical elements. According to the results,
most of the samples contained dangerous chemical
residues exceeding the legal limits. For instance,
chlorpyrifos, an insecticide banned in Thailand, was
discovered in one sample. Furthermore, it was found
that nine of the 24 collected samples were imported
from China, while the origins of the others have not yet
been identified.

In response, Thai-PAN and the TCC called on the
Ministry of Public Health to address this issue by
identifying the origin of all grape imports to protect
consumer health. At this point, the FDA has begun
taking immediate action by examining all grapes along
with their origins. [Bangkok Post 1]

Additionally, the TCC is urging the FDA to take legal
action to address this problem. According to the
Secretary of the TCC, Saree Aongsomwan, the FDA
should first examine and inspect all Shine Muscat
grapes and then identify the importers of the grapes
that contain hazardous chemical residues exceeding
the legal limit. She also pointed out that those grapes
that have been contaminated should be destroyed. On
the other side the FDA Secretary-General Surachoke
Tangwiwat pledged to implement legal actions and to
identify contaminated grapes. Concurrently, it was
observed that grape sales decreased immediately,
despite the discounts, in response to the recent
developments. [Bangkok Post 2]

Thailand: Concerns over mining project
near Kaeng Krachan World Heritage site

(Im) The Seub Nakhasathien Foundation, a prominent
Thai environmental conservation organization
dedicated to protecting forests and wildlife, has raised
concerns about a proposed dolomite mining project
near the Kaeng Krachan Forest Complex in
Phetchaburi, a UNESCO World Heritage site. The
project seeks rights over 540 rai (approximately 86
hectares) of national reserve land and is only 1.14
kilometers from the site's buffer zone.

Environmental activists warn that the mining could
damage ecosystems, impact groundwater, and alter
wildlife behavior, affecting endangered species like
elephants and chamois. Residents of nearby Nong
Maka village have petitioned the National Human
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Rights Commission against the project, citing risks to
natural resources and local livelihoods. [Bangkok Post]

Thailand: NHRC warns of risks from
Mekong hydropower projects

(Im) Thailand’s National Human Rights Commission
(NHRC) has raised concerns about four transboundary
hydropower dam projects along the Mekong River: Ban
Koum, Sanakham, Phou Ngoy, and Pak Chom.
Although located on the Lao side of the river, the
projects are near the Thai-Lao border, posing potential
environmental, economic, and social risks to Thailand,
especially in Loei and Ubon Ratchathani provinces.

In a letter to Prime Minister Paetongtarn Shinawatra
on October 3, the NHRC warned of severe impacts
such as riverbank erosion, disruptions to aquatic life,
and increased flooding during the rainy season. The
NHRC also noted potential complications in border
demarcation due to changes in the river's water
channels.

The commission urged the government to review its
electricity purchasing plans and explore alternative
energy sources. It also called for compliance with the
United Nations Guiding Principles (UNGP) on Business
and Human Rights, recommending measures to
minimize the projects’ risks.

Local activists and non-profits, including International
Rivers and Mekong Butterfly, support the NHRC's
stance, advocating for the cancellation of plans to buy
electricity from these projects, citing minimal benefits
to Thailand's energy needs. [Bangkok Post]

Thailand: Thanathorn urges prime
minister to opt out of overpriced
renewable energy concession

(bk) Thanathorn Juangroongruangkit, leader of the
Progressive Movement and former leader of the now-
dissolved Future Forward Party (the predecessor to the
main opposition People's Party), has submitted an
open letter to Prime Minister Paetongtarn Shinawatra,
urging her to reconsider the concession for purchasing
3,600 megawatts of renewable energy. He argues that
the current plan, approved by the Energy Regulatory
Commission and the National Energy Policy
Committee, is overpriced and a competitive bidding
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process, potentially leading to higher electricity costs
for both the public and the state.

Thanathorn points out that the pricing for this new
purchase mirrors a previous deal from 2022, where
private entities submitted bids 3.3 times higher than
the government'’s target. He warns that if the plan
proceeds as it stands, it could result in THB 66 billion
(USD 1.96 billion) in excess costs.

He emphasizes that the Prime Minister, as chair of the
National Energy Policy Committee, has the authority to
amend or halt the plan. He advocates for a competitive
bidding process to allow private entities to offer
competitive prices, rather than sticking to the previous
fixed pricing structure. Alternatively, he suggests
exploring a Direct Power Purchase Agreement
mechanism for direct transactions between producers
and consumers.

He concludes the letter by stating that the high
electricity costs are not coincidental but rather the
result of government policies over the past two
decades, which have fostered billion-dollar energy
monopolies in Thailand and worsened income
inequality. He calls on the government to avoid
enacting policies that favor monopolistic entities at the
expense of everyday citizens who ultimately bear the
financial burden. [Thai Enquirer]

Thailand: Exports rise but miss forecast,
projected to grow in Q4

(Im) Thai exports increased for the third consecutive
month in September, rising 1.1 percent year-on-year,
but fell short of the 2.85 percent growth predicted by a
Reuters poll. The Commerce Ministry anticipates
further growth in the fourth quarter, with total export
value for 2024 expected to reach a record USD 290
billion (THB 9.67 trillion), marking a 2 percent annual
increase.

Imports in September rose by 9.9 percent, exceeding
the forecasted 6 percent growth, leading to a trade
surplus of USD 0.39 billion (THB 13 billion), below the
projected USD 0.54 billion (THB 18 billion).

In the first nine months of 2024, exports increased by
3.9 percent, while imports rose by 5.5 percent,
resulting in a trade deficit of approximately USD 6
billion (THB 200 billion). [Bangkok Post]
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Thailand: New tourism initiatives planned
to revive flood-affected northern region

(bk) The Thai government is considering a new
program to promote tourism in the northern region
and stimulate the local economy after an initially
intended co-payment scheme, aimed at revitalizing
tourism in flood-affected Chiang Mai and Chiang Rai,
has been put on hold as Prime Minister Paetongtarn
Shinawatra called for a more impactful approach.

The original scheme, known as 'Aew Nua Khon La
Krung' (Visit North Co-payment), was designed by the
Ministry of Tourism and Sports to provide 10,000
grants to tourists in the affected areas, offering a 50
percent subsidy on tourism-related services, limited to
THB 800 (USD 24) per person.

Deputy Finance Minister Julapun Amornvivat indicated
that the ministry is awaiting specifics on the new
tourism subsidy plan from the Ministry of Tourism and
Sports. He refuted claims that the program would cost
taxpayers THB 24 billion (USD 713 million), clarifying
that no final decision has been made on the budget or
its sources and that disbursement would likely occur in
five phases rather than a single lump sum.

Double power: Tourism subsidy in tandem with Phase-Il
digital wallet payments

To bolster the subsidy’'s impact, the government plans
to launch it alongside the second phase of the 'digital
wallet' scheme, which provides THB 10,000 (USD 297)
to Thais aged 16 and older with an annual income
below THB 840,000 (USD 24,955) and savings under
THB 500,000 (USD 14,854). In total, 36.4 million eligible
recipients registered for the scheme, with the first
phase already distributing the THB 10,000 (USD 297)
cash payment to around 14 million disabled individuals
and state welfare card holders in September. [Thai PBS
World] [The Nation 1] [The Nation 2]

Chiang Mai to reopen in time for high tourism season in
November

Meanwhile, Chiang Mai is set to welcome tourists in
November, just in time for the high season, according
to Deputy Governor Tosapol Phuanudom. Extensive
flooding recently caused about THB 5 billion (USD 149
million) in damage to homes, businesses, and tourist
sites, and restoration efforts are underway. Roughly 90
percent of hotels have completed necessary repairs
and are prepared to host guests by November, with
hotel bookings and occupancy rates surging to over 90
percent. To date, more than THB 100 million (USD 3
million) in government aid has been provided to
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support flood victims in Chiang Mai. Given that the
damages far exceeded the amount of aid provided,
local public and private sector representatives are
reportedly seeking additional rehabilitation funds from
the government at a mobile cabinet meeting
scheduled for November 26. [Bangkok Post]

Thailand: Central Bank Governor cautions
recent rate cut not a prelude to broader
easing

(bk) Bank of Thailand (BoT) Governor Sethaput
Suthiwartnarueput explained in an October 23
interview with Bloomberg during his visit to
Washington for the International Monetary Fund (IMF)
and World Bank meetings that the recent 25 basis
point interest rate cut from 2.50 percent to 2.25
percent on October 16 [see AiR No. 43, October/2024,
4] -- the first in over four years -- aims to help reduce
debt-servicing burdens without hindering debt
deleveraging, as loan growth is expected to slow.
Sethaput described the rate cut as a "recalibration”
rather than the start of a prolonged easing cycle. He
stressed that the central bank is not in a rush to make
further rate cuts and that future moves would require
strong justification, signaling that the threshold for
additional rate changes is high.

In response to the Thai government's calls to further
reduce rates and raise the inflation target, the
governor warned that raising the inflation target could
lead to higher inflation forecasts, increased living costs,
and rising bond yields. The current inflation
framework, he said, is appropriate and supports
economic stability and allows moderate interest rate
adjustments, unlike some neighboring countries that
have had to implement larger rate hikes. The central
bank's future monetary policy decisions will continue
to be guided by inflation, economic growth, and
financial stability. [The Nation 1]

Finance Minister reacts to Governor's monetary policy
remarks

On October 25, Finance Minister and Deputy Prime
Minister Pichai Chunhavajira criticized the governor's
open disclosure of future monetary policy direction,
arguing that it risks fueling market speculation and
giving certain traders an undue advantage based on
the BoT's position. He suggested that central bank
communications should be carefully managed to
prevent unintended impacts on the financial market.
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Pichai also confirmed an upcoming meeting with the
BoT in the next few days, where they plan to discuss
the inflation target framework, which the BoT currently
maintains at 1-3 percent. He emphasized that this
conversation will be data-driven, using historical data
to ensure the target is set rationally and in line with
Thailand's broader economic goals. [The Nation 2]

Thailand: Government strengthens
oversight on foreign e-commerce and
imports

(bk/msz/acs) The Thai government, in response to
increasing challenges posed by foreign e-commerce
and unfair competition from imports, is implementing
new measures to enhance control and protection for
local industries. This effort aligns with recent calls from
local businesses for tighter regulation of foreign
operators, ensuring fair competition and consumer
safety.

A survey conducted by the Federation of Thai
Industries (FTI), involving 175 CEOs across 46
industries, revealed mixed impacts of e-commerce on
domestic sales. While 47.4 percent of respondents
reported no impact, 35.1 percent saw a decline in
sales, largely attributed to an influx of low-quality
products that compromise consumer safety and
exacerbate waste management issues. The survey
underscored the need for stricter regulations, with
67.4 percent of respondents advocating for foreign e-
commerce operators to register under Thai law and
stronger enforcement of consumer protection laws
(46.9 percent). Respondents also suggested
certification marks for e-commerce platforms (45.1
percent) and oversight of international payments by
the Bank of Thailand (26.3 percent). Despite these
challenges, 80.7 percent of respondents remained
confident in the Thai industry's ability to compete
effectively against low-cost foreign products. [The
Nation 1]

In response to concerns over foreign e-commerce
platforms, Prime Minister Paetongtarn Shinawatra has
ordered the establishment of a new committee to
address import-related issues and enforce stricter
compliance with Thai laws. Chaired by Commerce
Minister Pichai Naripthapan, the committee includes
representatives from key government agencies, police,
trade authorities, and consumer protection bodies.
The initiative outlines five core measures and 63 action
plans focusing on revising regulations, implementing
tax measures, supporting Thai small and medium-
sized enterprises (SMEs), and enhancing international
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trade cooperation. The committee aims to achieve
tangible results within three months, with its first
meeting scheduled for November 1. [The Nation 2]

Parallelly, the Commerce Ministry is launching an anti-
dumping investigation into imports of molded
aluminum from China and cold-rolled stainless steel
from Vietnam, following complaints from local
producers. These imports have allegedly led to unfair
competition, negatively affecting domestic production,
sales, and market share. The ministry will monitor
potential dumping and, if confirmed, impose anti-
dumping duties to protect local manufacturers. Similar
measures were previously applied to certain imports,
such as inner tubes from China, but have since been
lifted. [The Nation 3]

Thailand: 'Travelling tax' for air travelers
set to launch mid-2025

(bk) Thailand's "landing fee" has been renamed the
"travelling tax" and is set to be implemented around
mid-2025 for air travelers, pending cabinet approval in
the first quarter of 2025. According to the Tourism and
Sports Ministry, the fee, which will be THB 300 (USD
8.88) for air arrivals and THB 150 (USD 4.44) for land or
sea arrivals, aims to fund insurance for foreign visitors
and enhance tourist facilities, including improvements
for attractions and amenities for disabled individuals.

The tax will be linked to a new application system
managed by state-owned Krungthai Bank, one of
Thailand's major commercial banks. Insurance
coverage included with the tax provides up to THB 1
million (USD 29,692) for death and THB 500,000 (USD
14,846) for injuries, covering stays of up to 30 days,
which applies to the majority of foreign visitors.
Following the initial implementation for air travelers,
the government may consider equalizing the rates for
land and sea arrivals. Cross-border merchants will be
exempt from this tax. [The Nation]

Thailand: Transport Ministry explores
congestion fee for Bangkok

(acs) Thailand's Transport Ministry is exploring a
congestion charge to reduce traffic in the capital,
Bangkok, using funds from the charge to subsidize a
flat-rate fare of THB 20 (USD 0.60) for the city's electric
trains. The plan aims to shift commuters toward public
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transit, but critics argue that improvements to public
transport must come first.

A pre-feasibility study, conducted with German and
United Kingdom assistance, targets 107 square
kilometers of inner-city areas, including districts like
Klong Toey, Phaya Thai, and Sathon. If approved, the
charge, estimated at THB 45-50 (USD 1.35-1.50), would
apply to these zones, with exemptions for residents.
Cameras will monitor traffic to enforce the fee.

Experts suggest prioritizing feeder systems—such as
buses and song thaews—to address the "first-mile and
last-mile issue" that discourages public transit use.
Meanwhile, consumer rights advocates calls for
immediate upgrades to bus services to support the
shift to rail transit.

The congestion charge is also controversial among
Bangkok residents. Taxi drivers worry it will reduce
demand, while commuters doubt its effectiveness.
[Bangkok Post 1] [Bangkok Post 2]

The opposition People's Party (PP) strongly opposes
the congestion charge, advocating for a more
comprehensive approach to improving public
transport first. PP list-Member of Parliament (MP)
Surachet Praweewongwut criticized the lack of
coordination between the electric train and bus
systems, which often results in high costs for
commuters who rely on multiple modes of transport.
The party proposes a restructuring of public transport
fares, suggesting an 8-THB (USD 0.24) starting rate,
capping at 45 THB (USD 1.35) per trip.

PP MP Suphanat Meenchainan added that revenue
from the congestion fees should be directed towards
expanding the bus network rather than subsidizing
train fares. The party also emphasized better
integration between train and bus services and more
efficient urban planning to alleviate overcrowding.
[Bangkok Post 3]

Thailand: Transport Ministry partners
with Italian firm for rail upgrade

(Im/acs) The Ministry of Transport of Thailand has
partnered with Italian firm Nplus S.r.I. to enhance the
country’s rail infrastructure. The collaboration focuses
on using Structural Health Monitoring (SHM)
technology to improve safety, efficiency, and
maintenance of the rail system. This move, formalized
through a Memorandum of Understanding, aligns with
Thailand's 20-Year National Strategy to boost rail
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infrastructure, aiming to achieve international
standards and support economic development.
[Bangkok Post 1]

Additionally, the State Railway of Thailand (SRT) has
approved the second phase of the Khon Kaen to Nong
Khai double-track railway project, valued at THB 28.6
billion (USD 858 million). Construction is scheduled to
begin by the end of this year, with completion
anticipated by 2027. The project, awarded to the CHO
Thavee-AS Construction joint venture, includes a 167-
kilometer extension of the existing rail line, 14 new
stations, four halts, three cargo yards, and updated
signaling systems. The project aims to enhance freight
and passenger services, reduce travel time, lower fuel
consumption, and minimize risks at crossings.
[Bangkok Post 2]

Thailand: Ministry supports six new
airports as passenger count set to double
in 20 years

(Im/acs) The Transport Ministry plans to develop six
new airports to establish Thailand as a regional
transportation hub, anticipating a doubling of
passenger numbers over the next two decades.
Deputy Transport Minister Manaporn Charoensri
announced this after the Directorate General of Civil
Aviation (DGCA) Conference in the Philippines, which
focused on air transport growth, zero emissions, and
transportation equality.

The new airports will be built in Mukdahan, Bueng Kan,
Satun, Phayao, Kalasin, and Phatthalung. Projects in
Mukdahan, Bueng Kan, and Satun are undergoing
Environmental Impact Assessments, while Phayao's
assessment is slated for next year. Kalasin and
Phatthalung projects are in feasibility studies. The
ministry aims for sustainable, universally designed
airports, promoting accessibility, zero carbon
emissions, and diverse employment. [Bangkok Post 1]

Additionally, plans are underway to establish the
Andaman International Airport in Phangnga by 2030.
Initially proposed for a forest area in Thai Muang
district, the location was shifted to Takua Thung district
following conservationists' concerns. The project will
cover 7,300 rai and is expected to handle 43 flights per
hour, serving up to 22.5 million passengers annually.
The airport's development will involve public and
private collaboration, with final designs following
thorough environmental assessments. [Bangkok Post
2]
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Thailand: Part of Koh Kham Island up for
sale at USD 54 million

(bk) An advertisement on Facebook has revealed that a
10-rai (1.6 hectares) plot of Koh Kham Island, located
off the coast of Trat in eastern Thailand, is for sale for
THB 1.8 billion (USD 54 million). The offer includes
incomplete resort houses on the private island, which
features crystal-clear waters, a 300-meter sandy beach,
and volcanic rock formations.

Situated about 35 kilometers from mainland Trat and
one kilometer from Koh Mak, Koh Kham's volcanic
origin dates back hundreds of millions of years. The
land has changed ownership several times, and a Chon
Buri-based restaurateur currently holds the title. The
island has a controversial past, with previous owners
facing charges in 2014 related to illegal encroachments
on forest and sea areas through unauthorized
construction. [Bangkok Post] [Komchadluek, in Thai]

Thailand: Authorities seize 100kg of
crystal meth bound for Malaysia, three
arrested

(acs) Thai authorities intercepted a tour van near the
Malaysia border in Songkhla province, uncovering 100
kilograms of crystal methamphetamine hidden in a
concealed compartment in the van's roof. The seized
drugs, valued at THB 20 million (USD 600,000) in
Thailand, are estimated to be worth two to three times
as much in Malaysia. [Bangkok Post]

Thailand: Bangkok raids seize counterfeit
goods worth USD 1.8 million

(Im) Authorities in Bangkok have confiscated
counterfeit sporting goods valued at over THB 60
million (USD 1.8 million) during a series of raids across
seven locations in the city. The operation targeted
areas in Pratunam, Bang Kho Laem, Sathon, and Chom
Thong districts, known for selling trademark-infringing
goods.

Officials, acting on search warrants from the Central
Intellectual Property and International Trade Court,
discovered over 120,000 fake branded items, including
sportswear and football jerseys from popular clubs,
featuring brands like Nike, Adidas, and Puma.
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Representatives from the affected brands were
present to witness the seizures, which will be used as
evidence in legal proceedings under the Trademark
Act. [Bangkok Post]

Thailand: Two killed, eight injured in
chemical tank explosion in Prachin Buri

(Im) A chemical tank explosion at a factory in Prachin
Buri's Kabin Buri district on October 26 led to two
deaths and several injuries. The blast occurred at Bo
Thong Industrial Estate, prompting an investigation by
local authorities. The factory, which specializes in non-
ferrous metal casting, employs 232 workers, including
205 men and 27 women. [Bangkok Post]

Thailand: Home-made bomb blasts in
Pattani province

(acs) A homemade bomb exploded in Muang District,
Pattani Province, in Thailand’s southern region. Bomb
experts found remnants of the device, which was
remotely controlled, along with a second unexploded
bomb nearby. No injuries were reported. [Bangkok
Post 1]

In Narathiwat Province, a hidden bomb in a drainage
pipe injured three soldiers. Later, a stolen pickup truck
carrying explosives detonated in Pattani, injuring two
defense volunteers and damaging the Panare police
station and district office. The vehicle was stolen by ten
men who tied up local administration staff before
fleeing. [Bangkok Post 2]

Timor-Leste: Government to host
inaugural Tourism Investment Forum in
November

(ft) The Government of Timor-Leste has announced the
Timor-Leste Tourism Investment Forum 2024,
scheduled for November 21-22 at the Dili Convention
Centre. This annual event aims to showcase the
nation's tourism potential and attract both local and
international investments. The forum will gather
industry leaders, government officials, and investors,
especially from the ASEAN region, to discuss tourism
development opportunities, trends, and investment
incentives. [Government of Timor Leste]
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Timor-Leste: Reforestation program
advances in three municipalities to
enhance climate resilience

(ft) Timor-Leste's government has launched a
reforestation program in Aileu, Liquica, and Viqueque
to bolster climate resilience and support local
communities. In partnership with UNDP, the Green
Climate Fund, and implementing organizations, the
initiative will restore 81 hectares of forest and protect
critical infrastructure, such as roads, irrigation, and
water systems.

This project aims to safeguard assets and improve
climate adaptation for approximately 42,655 rural
residents, enhancing their resilience against climate
impacts through sustainable forest and infrastructure
management. [Government of Timor Leste]

Vietham: Tran Cam Tu appointed as
permanent member of Party Central
Committee’s Secretariat

(Im) Tran Cam Tu, Politburo member and Chairman of
the Inspection Commission of the 13th Party Central
Committee, has been appointed as the new
permanent member of the Party Central Committee’s
Secretariat. The announcement was made by Party
General Secretary To Lam at a ceremony in Hanoi on
October 25. Tu replaces Luong Cuong, who was
recently elected as President. [Viet Nam News]

Vietnam: Bui Van Cuong steps down as
National Assembly General Secretary

(Im) Bui Van Cuong was officially relieved from his role
as General Secretary of the National Assembly (NA) on
October 25, during the 8th session of the 15th-tenure
parliament. Cuong also resigned as a member of the
NA's Standing Committee and as a deputy, citing
personal reasons for his retirement, according to an
NA Office statement. Cuong's resignation marks a
significant change in NA leadership. [Viet Nam News]

Vietham: Government proposes revisions
to National Land Use Plan
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(Im) The government has proposed revisions to the
National Land Use Plan for 2021-2030 to ensure
alignment across national, regional, and local levels,
focusing on national defense, rice cultivation, and
forest conservation. The plan was discussed at the
15th National Assembly's 8th session on October 23.

Minister of Natural Resources and Environment Do
Duc Duy cited several reasons for adjustments: the
COVID-19 pandemic, natural disasters, and global
economic downturns, which have hindered
implementation. Additionally, discrepancies in land
demand arose from delays in plan approval, as well as
increased public investment in key infrastructure
projects that exceed current land allocations.

The revised plan will address eight land categories,
including agricultural and non-agricultural lands. The
priority will be to maintain food security and increase
forest coverage.

Vu Hong Thanh, Chairman of the National Assembly’s
Economic Committee, acknowledged the report's
compliance with legal procedures but urged the
government to gather more input from relevant
ministries. He emphasized the need for a data-driven
approach, considering stakeholder needs and aligning
with national sustainable development strategies.

Thanh also noted that certain targets under the
current plan have underperformed, including those
related to agricultural land, national reserves, and
economic zones. He called for a thorough analysis of
these gaps to ensure the revised plan addresses
underlying challenges in land management. The
revised plan is expected to be submitted to the
National Assembly for consideration in 2025. [Viet Nam
News]

Vietnam: National Assembly set to amend
four laws to boost business investment

(Im) The National Assembly of Vietnam is considering a
draft law that proposes significant amendments to
four key laws related to business investment: the Law
on Planning, the Law on Investment, the Law on
Investment under the Public-Private Partnership (PPP)
method, and the Law on Bidding. These proposed
changes are designed to streamline administrative
procedures, promote decentralization, and enhance
transparency in planning, business investment, and
bidding processes.
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One of the major highlights is the simplification of
investment procedures. The new law proposes a shift
from pre-inspection to post-inspection, which is
expected to shorten project licensing by as much as
260 days, particularly for priority investment projects
in innovation, semiconductors, and high-tech
industries. Additionally, the proposed law seeks to
establish investment support funds aimed at attracting
strategic investors and multinational corporations,
offering financial support for businesses in prioritized
industries.

Another key feature of the proposed amendments is
the introduction of regulations that allow for the
termination of operations and the revocation of
investment certificates for projects that are
significantly delayed or have remained unimplemented
for years. This provision aims to limit the waste of land
and resources by holding investors accountable for
project timelines.

The law also seeks to encourage private sector
participation in public investment projects through the
Public-Private Partnership (PPP) model. The proposed
amendments would expand the scope of PPP
investments across multiple sectors, with the
exception of projects in state monopoly areas or those
related to national defense and security. The
government hopes that increased private investment
will boost infrastructure development and improve
public services.

A significant aspect of the proposed law is the focus on
decentralization. The provincial People’s Committees
would be given more authority to implement and
adjust provincial planning, making local governance
more flexible and responsive. In addition, the law
proposes that provincial committees be empowered to
make investment decisions for projects related to the
construction of infrastructure in industrial parks and
export processing zones. [Vietnam.vn]

Vietnam: National Assembly advocates
balanced penalties for juvenile offenders

(Im) The National Assembly (NA) of Vietnam debated
the draft Law on Juvenile Justice on October 23,
focusing on the need for a balanced approach to
penalties for juvenile offenders. Lawmakers
emphasized the importance of integrating deterrence,
crime prevention, humanity, and rehabilitation into the
legal framework.
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The revised draft law contains five sections, 11
chapters, and 176 articles. It retains four types of
penalties for minors: warnings, fines, non-custodial
reform, and fixed-term imprisonment, as specified in
Article 111. Lawmakers supported these penalties but
called for a careful review to ensure the treatment of
juveniles is humane and proportionate to the severity
of offenses.

Chairwoman of the NA's Judicial Committee, Le Thi
Nga, underscored the importance of maintaining the
four penalty types while refining their provisions. The
draft law proposes limiting imprisonment for multiple
offenses to no more than 12 years for minors aged 14-
16 and 18 years for those aged 16-18, ensuring
penalties do not exceed those outlined in the Penal
Code.

The draft also promotes reeducation in juvenile reform
schools as an alternative corrective measure, which
was widely supported by deputies. Deputy Pham Van
Hoa of Dong Thap Province noted that this aligns with
current needs and ensures the best interests of
juvenile offenders. However, Deputy Nguyen Tao of
Lam Dong Province raised concerns that the draft does
not consider whether offenders show remorse or
voluntarily correct their behavior, potentially
undermining the law's rehabilitative goals. [Viet Nam
News]

Vietnam: International writers' group
urges end to harassment of activist

(wn) A global free speech group has called on Vietnam
to stop intimidating activist Dang Thi Hue, known for
her social media criticism of the government. Hue,
arrested in 2019 for protesting illegal toll booths,
served a 42-month prison sentence, later reduced by
three months. Since her release in January 2023, she
has faced ongoing harassment, including a May
incident where she was forcibly detained and
interrogated for over 24 hours regarding her Facebook
posts. PEN America condemned the intimidation,
urging the United States and other international
partners to advocate for freedom of expression in talks
with Vietnam.

Hue, whose social media accounts have been
repeatedly blocked under government pressure,
remains in hiding while authorities attempt to locate
her. Vietnam was the world’s third-largest jailer of
writers in 2023, according to PEN America’s Freedom
to Write Index. [Radio Free Asia]
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Vietnam: activist released early from
prison after protests

(Im) Tran Long Phi, imprisoned since 2018 for
participating in nationwide protests, was released 21
months early from Chau Binh Prison in Ben Tre
province. His conviction stemmed from protests
opposing special economic zone and cybersecurity
bills. Phi's release follows those of climate activist
Hoang Thi Minh Hong and human rights advocate Tran
Huynh Duy Thuc in September, coinciding with
Vietnam's top leader, To Lam, visiting the United
States.

Phi was serving an eight-year sentence for "activities to
topple the government," while U.S. citizen Michael
Nguyen, convicted in the same case, was released in
2020 following pressure from U.S. lawmakers. Activists
have since urged Vietnam to release all political
prisoners and carry out legal reforms. [Radio Free Asia]

Vietnham: Imprisoned activist reports
death threats from cellmate

(Im) Nguyen Thi Tam, serving a six-year sentence for
"propaganda against the state," reported being
threatened by her cellmate at a prison in Thanh Hoa
province. Tam's daughter, Nguyen Thanh Mai, told
Radio Free Asia that Tam's cellmate, jailed for drug
offenses, threatened to kill her, swore at her, and
physically harassed her. Despite complaints to prison
guards, Tam received minimal support, leading her to
fear for her safety at night.

Tam believes the prison is retaliating against her for
criticizing officers and poor prison conditions. She also
faces health challenges, including uterine fibroids and
joint pain. Former political prisoner Dang Thi Hue
confirmed that the abusive cellmate is often protected
by prison guards, who use her to target political
inmates like Tam. [Radio Free Asia]

Vietnam: Activists urge top leader to
uphold human rights commitments

(wn) Activists in Vietnam and abroad have called on
Communist Party General Secretary To Lam to honor
the United Nations Charter's commitment to
“fundamental human rights.” The appeal, signed by
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numerous individuals and groups, was posted on
October 20 after Lam's visits to the United States and
France, where he spoke of a "new era" for Vietnam,
promoting human rights.

In an open letter, activists stressed that Vietnam's
development should be based on respecting human
rights, not just diplomatic declarations. They urged the
government to release political prisoners, protect
freedoms of speech, press, and assembly, and reform
the political system, including adopting a multi-party
structure and holding internationally supervised
elections. [Radio Free Asial

Vietham: Younger generations opt for
later retirement and increased savings

(wn) As Asia Pacific undergoes a demographic shift,
with nearly one in four over 60 by 2050, new research
by Sun Life Asia reveals changing retirement trends in
Vietnam. Younger Vietnamese are adopting a proactive
approach, choosing to retire later and prioritize
personal savings over reliance on state pensions or
family support.

The study, part of a broader survey across six
countries including China, Indonesia, and the
Philippines, indicates that saving for retirement is the
top financial goal among all age groups in Vietnam.
However, 67 percent of respondents only begin
planning within five years of retirement, and 7 percent
do not plan at all. Additionally, 23 percent do not save
at least 10 percent of their income for retirement,
risking inadequate preparation for rising costs,
particularly in healthcare and general living expenses.

Current retirees report being caught off guard by
unexpected expenses, leading some to reduce
spending or reenter the workforce. However, younger
generations are shifting expectations, planning to
retire at an average age of 64. Motivations include the
enjoyment of work, the need for more savings, and a
desire to remain active. Spending time with family,
relaxation, and travel are top aspirations, despite
concerns about health issues. [Vietnam News]

Vietham: Urgent push needed to establish
new rural development goals for 2024

(wn) Vietnam's Ministries and local departments are
under pressure to meet 2024 targets for advanced
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rural development. Delays from the COVID-19
pandemic and tropical storm No. 3 have slowed
progress, with only 6,320 out of 8,162 communes
currently meeting New Rural Development (NRD)
standards. The government aims to achieve 79 to 79.5
percent certification by the end of 2024, approaching
the 99 percent target set for 2025.

Minister of Agriculture and Rural Development Le Minh
Hoan urged intensified efforts, focusing on resources,
communication, and localized solutions. He highlighted
key issues, including rigid waste management, slow
digital transformation, and challenges in the One
Commune One Product (OCOP) program, where many
products lack market competitiveness.

Environmental targets are lagging, with only 80 percent
of communes meeting environmental and food safety
standards, below the 90 percent target for 2025.
Overlapping oversight by multiple ministries
complicates efforts, particularly in the northern
mountainous regions and the Central Highlands.

Officials have called for better waste management,
targeted poverty reduction, and increased financial
support to maintain momentum and ensure

sustainable development by 2025. [Vietham News]

Vietnam: Guidelines issued to counter
threats against national unity

(Im) Major General Hau Van Ly, Deputy Director of
Vietnam's Domestic Security Department, recently
outlined strategies to counter activities aimed at
disrupting national solidarity, particularly in ethnic
minority regions. He emphasized using positive
information and development initiatives to suppress
efforts by hostile groups promoting "secession" and
"autonomy."

Ly noted that hostile propaganda seeks to create
division among ethnic minorities, disrupt political
stability, and introduce "evil cults" and destabilizing
ideologies. He called on authorities to highlight socio-
economic achievements, promote equality, and build
trust among ethnic communities.

Authorities were also urged to honor exemplary ethnic
minority members contributing to national security,
while exposing plots by reactionary groups and illegal
organizations operating under religious cover. [Viet
Nam News]
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Vietnam: Major reforms needed to
achieve high-income goal by 2045

(wn) Vietnam aims to become a high-income nation by
2045, but achieving this milestone will require
comprehensive reforms in governance, economic
policy, and legal frameworks. This goal, set to coincide
with the 100th anniversary of Vietnam'’s independence,
demands a robust growth rate of at least 5.5 percent
annually over the next two decades.

Experts at a recent conference on Vietnam'’s economic
future emphasized that the country must overcome
significant hurdles, particularly the ‘middle-income
trap,’ which has hindered many developing economies.
For Vietnam, breaking free from this trap will require a
dramatic shift toward innovation-driven growth,
institutional reforms, and a focus on sustainable
development. The reforms must be far-reaching, with
efforts focused on enhancing productivity, reducing
reliance on low-cost labor, and increasing investments
in high-value industries.

Economic experts argue that Vietnam'’s transformation
must focus on diversifying its industrial base, moving
away from labor-intensive sectors towards advanced
manufacturing and technology-driven industries.
Achieving this will involve supporting small and
medium-sized enterprises (SMEs) to join global value
chains, rather than merely serving as low-cost
assemblers for export. Efforts should also prioritize
high-tech industries that contribute more significantly
to the economy, supported by investments in research
and development (R&D), currently only 0.7 percent of
GDP.

Vietnam's shift toward a ‘green economy’ is another
critical component of its strategy, essential for meeting
net-zero carbon emissions by 2050. Failure to
transition could result in losses of up to 19 percent of
GDP and impact 70 percent of export turnover in the
coming decades. Economic planners stress that
Vietnam's current growth model, which heavily relies
on resource extraction and low-cost exports, is
unsustainable and must evolve to focus on
environmentally friendly, high-value sectors.

Improving labor productivity will be crucial, as
Vietnam's economy still relies heavily on agriculture
and informal sectors, which account for about 63
percent of total employment. Experts suggest that a
greater emphasis on training and education is needed
to build a skilled workforce capable of driving
advanced industries, such as semiconductors,
renewable energy, and other innovation-led sectors.



Experts at the event also noted Vietnam's relatively low
per capita value-added production compared to other
countries in the region. They emphasized that only
3,400 out of 110,000 local enterprises are engaged in
supporting industries, indicating a need for more
strategic investments in higher-value production.
Additionally, digital transformation, artificial
intelligence (Al), and smart manufacturing could
contribute between USD 20 billion and USD 220 billion
to Vietnam'’s GDP by 2030. [Vietnam News]

Vietham: Maritime sovereignty contest to
become nationwide event by 2030

(wn) The annual "l Love National Sea and Islands"
contest, which promotes awareness of Vietnam's
maritime sovereignty, will expand nationwide from
2030, according to the Vietnam Coast Guard.
Previously limited to coastal regions, the contest
educates participants on the country’s maritime laws,
territorial claims, and the history of defending
Vietnam's seas and islands. The event aims to increase
public knowledge and inspire youth to protect the
nation's sovereignty.

Since its launch in 2013, the contest has reached over
54,000 students across 389 schools in 35 provinces.
Participants have received more than 4,800
scholarships and other educational support. Coast
Guard Region No. 3 has also partnered with local
education departments to enhance the contest's
impact. [Vietnam News]

International Relations,
Geopolitics and Security
in Asia
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AlIB head makes advanced nations
responsible for trade barriers

(alk) Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank (AlIB)
President Jin Liqun has accused advanced economies
of creating trade barriers, particularly for renewable
energy products, stating that global trade is "no longer
free."

Speaking at the Group of Thirty (G30) International
Banking Seminar, Jin expressed concern that the rising
barriers to low-carbon and renewable energy goods
are especially damaging at a time when the world
urgently needs green products. He suggested that
tensions have escalated partly because emerging
economies have become more competitive, leading
some countries to accuse them of overcapacity.

Jin's remarks followed the recent imposition of a 100
percent tariff on Chinese electric vehicles by the U.S.,
with both the European Union and Canada introducing
similar tariffs to protect domestic industries from
China’s state-backed production (see AiR No. 38,
September/2024, 3). [Reuters]

Founded in 2016 as an alternative to the World Bank
and headquartered in Beijing, the AlIB capitalized at
USD 100 billion, with China committing about 30
percent of the funds and holding 27 per cent of voting
power. With 110 members, the AlIB is the world's
second-biggest multilateral development bank. While
other G7 countries such as Germany and France are
members, the US is not. [Financial Times]

China struggling amid push for bigger
share of global semiconductor market

(alk) Chinese companies are struggling to compete with
US rivals in electronic design automation (EDA)
software, essential for developing advanced
semiconductor chips.

EDA tools, dominated by US firms Synopsys, Cadence,
and Siemens EDA, are crucial in designing complex
chips with billions of transistors. These three
companies control 80 percent of China's EDA market
despite China's efforts to boost domestic capabilities.

China's push for EDA self-reliance has gained
momentum, especially since US export controls
restricted access to cutting-edge chip design tools.
Government subsidies have helped Chinese firms like
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Empyrean Technology, Primarius, and Semitronix
double their local market share to 14 percent from
2020 to 2023. However, their global market share
remains under 2 percent, and significant gaps in R&D
spending persist.

Beijing aims to break US dominance in EDA by
establishing initiatives like the National EDA Innovation
Centre and making substantial investments in local
start-ups. Yet, Chinese EDA firms still face challenges in
offering comprehensive software solutions for next-
generation chips.

US export restrictions also complicate China's access to
leading manufacturers like TSMC. Although EDA
software is easier to share than physical equipment,
piracy risks and fragmented local solutions hinder the
progress of China's EDA sector. Experts suggest that to
catch up, China would need to vastly increase its R&D
investment. China is also scrutinizing US EDA firms’
mergers, signaling a broader effort to curb foreign
control in this strategic sector. [Financial Times]

Chinese migrant crossings at US-Mexico
border at lowest of the year

(to) The number of Chinese migrants trying to cross
the US-Mexico border has dropped significantly,
reaching the lowest count of the year, according to US
Customs and Border Protection. In September, only
1,326 Chinese nationals were detained or deemed
inadmissible at the southern border, a 40 percent
decrease from June’s numbers, which were over 2,000.
This decline follows US President Joe Biden's executive
order in June to impose tighter restrictions on asylum
processing when average daily illegal crossings exceed
2,500.

The Biden administration’s policy, which mandates that
crossings remain below a threshold for reopening the
asylum process, has contributed to this trend. The
Department of Homeland Security furthermore
announced last week that a large repatriation flight
carrying 131 Chinese nationals had departed for China,
marking the second flight of its kind since July (see AIR
No. 43, October/2024, 4).

Overall, migrant encounters at the US border have
seen a downward shift, with the total count at 101,790
in September, marking the lowest monthly number
this year. [South China Morning Post]

The number of Chinese migrants crossing the US-
Mexico border had been growing since 2021, with 330
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encounters, to 2023, when it soared to 24,050. Chinese
migrants have been crossing the US southern border
primarily due to a combination of economic
opportunity, political repression, and restrictive
conditions in China following prolonged COVID-19
lockdown. [CS Monitor]

Japan, US, South Korea hold trilateral
National Security Advisors meeting

(hs) Top security officials from Japan, the United States,
and South Korea expressed "grave concern" over
reports that North Korea has deployed troops to
Russia, possibly to support its actions in Ukraine, as
announced after a meeting on October 25 in
Washington U.S. National Security Adviser Jake Sullivan
and Japanese and South Korean counterparts Takeo
Akiba and Shin Won Sik, emphasized that North
Korea's involvement could extend the conflict's security
risks beyond Europe to the Indo-Pacific region.

The officials reaffirmed their commitment to trilateral
cooperation, which has strengthened under the Biden
administration, with plans to continue this partnership
regardless of the outcome of the U.S. election. Their
discussions included reinforcing critical mineral supply
chains and organizing a trilateral summit by the end of
the year.

The White House described North Korea's troop
deployment as an indication of growing military
collaboration with Russia. Although details of
intelligence assessments were not disclosed, Kirby
suggested that over 3,000 North Korean troops could
be stationed in Russia for outfitting and training.

Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskyy cautioned
that North Korean troops might be deployed to
combat zones as early as Sunday, with intelligence
indicating that North Korean units include infantry,
artillery, and engineers, some reportedly positioned
near the Ukrainian border in Russia’'s Kursk region.
[Kyodo News] [US White House]

Japan expresses concern over Israel’s
attack on Iran

(hs) Japan's Foreign Minister, Iwaya Takeshi, expressed
concerns over the recent Israeli attack on Iran on
October 26. In his statement, lwaya condemned
actions that escalate tensions, urging all involved
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parties to exercise restraint and work towards regional
stability, which Japan views as essential for both Middle
Eastern peace and its own interests. He reaffirmed
Japan's commitment to diplomatic efforts to prevent
further escalation and stated that measures are being
taken to ensure the safety of Japanese nationals
abroad. [Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Japan] [NHK News]

Iwaya's comments come amid significant economic
concerns linked to potential regional conflict.
Disruptions in Iran could impact oil shipments through
the Strait of Hormuz, a key passage for nearly 30
percent of the world’s oil supply. While Japan no longer
directly imports oil from Iran, it remains susceptible to
global oil price fluctuations due to its reliance on
imports from other Middle Eastern nations, such as
Saudi Arabia and the UAE. Experts warn that military
actions targeting Iranian oil facilities could drive a 20 to
40 percent increase in global oil prices. [Business
Insider]

U.N. calls on Japan to abolish requirement
for married couples to share a surname

(dgl) The U.N. Committee on the Elimination of
Discrimination against Women has urged Japan to
reconsider its requirement for married couples to
share a surname. This call follows an in-person review
of Japan's gender equality policies, the first since 2016.

The committee released its concluding observations
after discussions with government representatives and
non-governmental organizations earlier this month. It
has previously issued recommendation for
amendments to the Civil Code regarding the surname
requirement in 2003, 2009, and 2016, highlighting the
issue's significance as a follow-up item.

Japan's mandate for couples to share a surname,
stipulated in its Civil Code, is uncommon globally.
Article 16 of the U.N. Convention on the Elimination of
All Forms of Discrimination against Women advocates
for equal rights between spouses, including the choice
of family name.

Japan has made legal reforms in recent years, such as
abolishing a remarriage ban period for women and
raising the minimum marriage age for women from 16
to 18, aligning it with that of men. These changes were
among the issues previously addressed by the U.N.
body.

The committee, composed of independent experts,
monitors the implementation of the convention by
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signatory countries, including Japan, which ratified it in
1985. While its recommendations are not legally
binding, member states are expected to respect them.
[Kyodo News]

Malaysia ready to evacuate its
peacekeeping force from Lebanon if UN
orders

(ga) Malaysia is prepared to evacuate its peacekeeping
forces, MALBATT 850-11, from Lebanon if the United
Nations (UN) mandates a withdrawal due to rising
tensions. Foreign Minister Mohamad Hasan stated that
any decision to evacuate would follow a UN directive,
as the United Nations Interim Force in Lebanon
(UNIFIL) operates under the UN's mandate. Malaysia
has urged the UN Security Council to reassess the
need for UNIFIL's presence, and discussions are
ongoing to monitor the safety of over 800 Malaysian
personnel.

The foreign minister stated that the evacuation plan is
read and is awaiting the signal from the ground
commander, with all logistics in place for a swift
execution once triggered. Minister Mohamad
emphasized that unilateral withdrawal is not an option,
as it would be costly and lack the guaranteed
protection provided by the UN framework. [Bernama]
[Kosmo]

Malaysia becomes BRICS partner country
as PM praises Putin

(oc) Malaysia has officially become a BRICS partner
country, marking the first step towards potential full
membership in the bloc.

At the BRICS summit in Kazan, held from October 22 to
24, it was confirmed that Malaysia would be one of 13
new BRICS partner countries. Prime Minister Anwar
Ibrahim has since expressed appreciation to Russian
President Vladimir Putin for inviting Malaysia to
participate in the summit.

Malaysia had shown interest in joining BRICS over
recent months. On June 18, Prime Minister Anwar
informed Brazilian President Lula da Silva of Malaysia’s
desire to join the organization. Later, on July 28, he
submitted an application to Russia following a call with
Russian Foreign Minister Sergey Lavrov. [Bernama]
[Free Malaysia Today] [The Malaysian Reserve]
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ICC refers Mongolia’s non-compliance in
Putin arrest case to Assembly of States
Parties

(fs) The International Criminal Court's (ICC) Pre-Trial
Chamber Il has determined that Mongolia violated its
obligation to cooperate under the Rome Statute by
failing to arrest Russian President Vladimir Putin
during his official visit to Mongolia in September and
surrender him to the Court (Asia in Review No. 37,
September/2024, 2).

The Chamber highlighted Mongolia's non-compliance
obstructed the Court's ability to carry out its mandate.
The Chamber has referred the matter to the Assembly
of States Parties (ASP), meaning that it requires action
from the broader membership of the ICC. While the
Chamber's finding of non-cooperation is a judicial
action, enforcing it is a political process managed by
the ASP.

The court is seeking Putin for allegedly being
personally responsible for the war crimes of illegally
transferring and deporting children from occupied
areas of Ukraine to the Russian Federation. What the
Assembly of State Parties will do remains unclear. [ICC]
[AP_News]

Mongolia sends 14th peacekeeping
contingent to South Sudan

(fs) Mongolia's 14th contingent of peacekeepers,
consisting of 230 military personnel, has been
deployed to South Sudan under the United Nations
peacekeeping mission.

Mongolia currently ranks 8th globally among 120
countries contributing troops to peacekeeping
missions, and 16th in terms of female peacekeepers.
Over 22,000 Mongolian military personnel have
participated in peacekeeping missions since 2002,
earning Mongolia the nickname "the World's Troops"
for their dedication.

As part of the “Accessible Budget-Sustainable Growth”
policy, Mongolia is planning to triple its peacekeeping
forces. The Ministry of Defense recently signed a
cooperation agreement with MIAT, Mongolia’s national
airline, allowing the carrier to transport peacekeeping
troops. The deployment of the 14th contingent to
South Sudan marks the first time MIAT has been
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responsible for transporting Mongolian peacekeepers,
a change that began in 2024 following the agreement.
[Montsame]

Mongolia and EBRD discuss collaboration
on digital development and innovation
projects

(fs) Mongolia's Minister of Digital Development,
Innovation, and Communications Baatarkhuu Tsend
met with Hannes Takacs, Resident Representative in
Mongolia of the European Bank for Reconstruction and
Development (EBRD).

The meeting focused on two of Mongolia's 14 major
infrastructure projects related to digital development
and innovation. Minister Baatarkhuu highlighted
ongoing efforts to develop a legal framework for big
data and artificial intelligence (Al) and thanked the
EBRD for its recommendations on improving the
National Identification and Authentication System
(DAN).

The Minister emphasized the government's goal of
utilizing systems like XYP and DAN to streamline
information exchange, improve public services, and
reduce reliance on paper-based documents. He also
proposed collaboration with the EBRD on the
development of a digital economy and the Esign Client
Program to promote the use of digital signatures.

The discussion also covered potential collaborations
on establishing a data center, enhancing cybersecurity,
and launching the second phase of the EBRD's
technical assistance. Baatarkhuu also expressed
interest in creating a joint investment fund to support
Mongolian startups. [Aki Press]

Mongolia and UNDP strengthen
partnership to boost employment and
renewable energy initiatives

(fs) Mongolia’s Minister of Family, Labor, and Social
Protection Enkh-Amgalan Luvsantseren met with the
United Nations Development Program (UNDP)
Resident Representative in Mongolia Matilda Dimovska
to discuss implementing a project on enhancing the
employment of trainees, an initiative that aligns with
the Mongolian Government's 2024-2028 Action
Program.
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The project aims to provide formal employment to
approximately 7,500 individuals, including vocational
training graduates, part-time workers, and informal
sector employees.

Both parties also reviewed the outcomes of prior
Mongolia-UNDP collaborations on employment,
vocational education, and cooperatives, with a focus
on supporting workers and employers.

Future efforts will target specific groups to strengthen
the relationship between professional associations,
part-time job markets, and vocational training
institutions, aiming for more lasting employment
results to tackle Mongolia's employment paradox, as it
simultaneously faces labor shortages and
unemployment.

In a related meeting, Deputy Governor of Ulaanbaatar
Amartuvshin Amgalanbayar met with Matilda
Dimovska, the United Nations Development Program
(UNDP) Resident Representative in Mongolia, to
discuss enhanced collaboration on the "Supporting
Renewable Energy Transition in Ger Districts for
Increased Livelihood Benefits" project.

Originally formalized in a 2016 Memorandum of
Understanding, this project focuses on addressing air
pollution in Mongolia through renewable energy
solutions. As part of the project’s two-phase approach,
50 households will receive support for purchasing and
installing electric heaters and solar panels, aiming to
improve indoor air quality and provide healthier living
conditions for vulnerable residents.

Dimovska assured comprehensive support to ensure
the project's successful implementation and enhance
the bilateral partnership’s impact on green
development. [Montsame 1] [Montsame 2]

Mongolian Minister of Foreign Affairs
meets CTBTO representative

(fs) Battsetseg Batmunkh, Minister of Foreign Affairs of
Mongolia, met with Dr. Robert Floyd, Executive
Secretary of the Comprehensive Nuclear-Test-Ban
Treaty Organization (CTBTO), during his official visit to
Mongolia from October 24 to 27.

The talks also focused on enhancing cooperation in
nuclear disarmament and safety, with an emphasis on
the importance of the Comprehensive Nuclear-Test-
Ban Treaty's entry into force. [Minstry of Foreign
Affairs, Mongolia]
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U.S., NATO reveal North Korean troop
presence in Russia

(mc) The U.S. and NATO claimed in a press briefing on
October 23 they are in possession of evidence to
substantiate Ukrainian and South Korean allegations
that North Korea is sending military support troops to
Russia (see AiR No. 43, October/2024, 4).

At the same time, US National Security
Communications Advisor John Kirby publicly
announced that North Korean military units were sent
from Wonson to Vladivostok, Russia, and trained at
Russian military facilities. [Politico] [Yonhap News
Agency]

In addition, Austin emphasized that the possibility of
North Korea becoming a partner in the war in Ukraine
would be a “very, very serious” development but that it
remained unclear for what purpose the troops sent by
North Korea would take part in the war. [Reuters]

North Korea has reportedly supplied 13,000 containers
of weapons to support Russia in its war in Ukraine
since August 2023. [The Washington Post]

North Korea condemns U.S.-South Korea-
Australia joint air exercise

(mc) North Korea has condemned the “Flag of
Freedom” air exercise, in which South Korea, Australia,
and the United States are participating.

The North Korean foreign ministry accused the three-
nation air exercise of escalating tensions on the
Korean Peninsula, labeling it a "hazardous military
provocation" intended to provoke a potential attack on
North Korea.

Furthermore, Pyongyang accused the U.S. of
jeopardizing North Korea's sovereignty by deploying
strategic and military assets around the Korean
Peninsula. It emphasized that this negatively affects
regional stability and that the U.S. will bear
responsibility for any potential conflicts in the region.
[KCNA]

The Freedom Flag exercise, which began on October 21
and will run until November 1, involves complex
training scenarios, including counter-air operations, air
intervention, close air support, and combat search-
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and-rescue missions. [Yonhap News Agency] [USA 7th
Air Force]

South Korea briefs NATO on North Korea's
troop deployment to Russia

(ac/mc) A delegation of South Korean intelligence and

government officials, led by First Deputy Director Hong
Jang-won, briefed NATO on North Korea's deployment
of troops to Russia on October 25 in Brussels, Belgium.

NATO Secretary General Mark Rutte requested the
dispatch during a telephone conversation with
President Yoon Suk Yeol on October 21 (see AiR No. 43,
October/2024, 4).

The meeting focused on North Korea's troop activities
and deployments in Russia. South Korea opened
discussions on providing strategic assistance, which
could include sending a team of officials to Ukraine to
monitor North Korean troops and possibly supplying
weapons to Kyiv. Seoul is also considering options to
assist in psychological warfare and analyze North
Korean military tactics and doctrine in response to the
situation.

If an agreement is reached, the monitoring team would
consist of intelligence officials, North Korean experts,
and military personnel, and they could potentially
participate in the interrogation of captured North
Koreans. [Yonhap News]

Meanwhile, NATO Secretary General Mark Rutte
confirmed in a press statement on October 28 that
North Korean military units are present in the Kursk
region of Russia, emphasizing that this deployment
violates UN Security Council resolutions.

He highlighted that North Korea has been supplying
bullets and ballistic missiles to Russia, while Russia has
been providing military technology support. He
stressed the danger posed to Indo-Pacific and Euro-
Atlantic security by the growing military alliance
between Russia and North Korea.

In addition, Rutte reiterated his demands for North
Korea to withdraw its troops from Russia and
emphasized that he would increase contact with South
Korean President Yoon Suk Yeol and Ukrainian
Defense Minister Umerov regarding military aid to
Ukraine. [NATO]
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South Korea weighs sending personnel to
track North Korean troops in Ukraine

(mc) According to South Korean government sources,
South Korea plans to deploy a contingent of military
personnel to Ukraine to observe the activities of North
Korea's 1,500-strong military contingent in support of
Russia in its war with Ukraine.

The monitoring team to be sent by South Korea is
expected to include military intelligence personnel who
will examine North Korea's battlefield strategies and
interrogate captured North Korean soldiers, while
defense and lethal weapons such as surface-to-air
missiles, artillery shells, motorized howitzers, main
battle tanks and multiple rocket launchers are on the
agenda to be sent to Ukraine. [Yonhap News Agency]

Meanwhile, South Korean Deputy National Security
Adviser Kim Tae-Hyo confirmed on October 22 that the
option of providing Ukraine with defense and lethal
weapons in response to North Korea's military support
for Russia is on the table. [The Guardian] [Associated
Press]

South Korea assesses economic impact
and nationals' safety following Israel's
attack on Iran

(mc) The South Korean presidential office has called for
all measures to ensure the safety of South Korean
citizens in the region in connection with the Israeli
missile attacks on Iran on the morning of October 26. .
[Yonhap News Agency 1]

On the same day, the South Korean presidential office
held a meeting to assess the economic impact of the
developments between Iran and Israel and to discuss
measures to ensure the safety of South Korean citizens
in the region. South Korean officials said that although
the impact of the tensions in the region on South
Korea is limited, they may consider additional fuel tax
cuts in case oil prices fluctuate. [Yonhap News Agency
2]

Taiwan's digital nomad program to be
launched in November

(am) Taiwan's National Development Council (NDC)
Minister Liu Chin-ching has announced the launch of
Taiwan's digital nomad program in November, as
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reported to the Legislative Yuan’'s Economics
Committee.

The program will relax specific regulations, allowing
young professionals who meet certain requirements to
work remotely from Taiwan for up to six months, with
a goal of attracting 120,000 foreign professionals by
2028.

Through this talent recruitment initiative, the
Taiwanese government aims to address an anticipated
workforce shortage, which is projected to reach
350,000 by 2028. [Taiwan News] [CNA]

European Parliament denounces China’s
interpretation of UN resolution 2758

(am) The European Parliament (EP) has passed on
October 24 a resolution condemning China’s
interpretation of UN Resolution 2758, which it argues
excludes Taiwan from international organizations. The
resolution passed with a significant majority: 432 votes
in favor, 60 against, and 71 abstentions.

The resolution reaffirms the EP’s stance against China’s
"continued distortion" of UN Resolution 2758 to
preclude Taiwan's participation in multilateral
organizations. It includes 22 points, such as
recognizing Taiwan as an important EU partner and
calling for increased EU investment in the island.
[Taiwan News]

UN Human Rights chief Volker Turk
arrives in Bangladesh

(Im) United Nations High Commissioner for Human
Rights Volker Turk arrived in Dhaka on October 29 for a
two-day visit to review Bangladesh's human rights
situation following the recent political changeover.
Discussions will also explore the potential
establishment of an office of the UN High
Commissioner for Human Rights (OHCHR) in
Bangladesh.

During his visit, Turk will meet Chief Adviser Prof
Muhammad Yunus, Foreign Affairs Adviser Md Touhid
Hossain, Law Adviser Prof Asif Nazrul, Home Adviser Lt
Gen (retd) Jahangir Alam Chowdhury, and students
from the University of Dhaka. The visit follows the
conclusion of a UN Fact-Finding Mission investigating
human rights violations during the July-August
uprising, with findings to be presented soon.
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Turk's discussions will include media freedom and the
implementation of UN recommendations on the Cyber
Security Act. The proposed OHCHR office aims to
address rights issues more effectively, though the final
decision depends on ongoing negotiations.

Sweden, UN Women launch USD 7.1
million gender equality initiative in
Bangladesh

(Im) Sweden and UN Women have signed a USD 7.1
million partnership to advance gender equality in
Bangladesh, focusing on climate resilience,
governance, and humanitarian support, particularly for
Rohingya communities. The initiative aligns with UN
Women's 2022-2026 Strategic Note and Bangladesh's
national development objectives.

The initiative will engage government agencies, civil
society, and women'’s rights organizations to promote
sustainable development under the Leave No One
Behind principle. It also aims to enhance advocacy at
intergovernmental forums, including upcoming
anniversaries of the Beijing Platform for Action and UN
Security Council Resolution 1325. [The Daily Star]

EU will support government's ongoing
reform initiatives

(vk) The European Union (EU) seeks a democratic
electoral process that ensures a legitimate new
government in Bangladesh, said EU Ambassador
Michael Miller in his first interview since arriving in
Dhaka. He emphasized that elections, respect for the
rule of law, and fundamental rights are core principles
underpinning EU-Bangladesh relations. Ambassador
Miller also acknowledged the interim government's
broad support across party lines, though he noted that
achieving reforms will be challenging.

Miller highlighted the EU’s evolving partnership with
Bangladesh, which recently marked 50 years of
relations. While the EU recognizes the interim
government's popularity, Miller stressed the need for
"quick wins" to maintain momentum. He
acknowledged that not all reforms can be
implemented simultaneously but insisted on the
importance of demonstrating progress, especially with
upcoming elections. The EU aims to help streamline
the process, offering political and resource support,
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including an upcoming high-level EU mission to Dhaka
in November.

Bangladesh and the EU are also negotiating a new
Partnership and Cooperation Agreement (PCA) to
broaden collaboration, including areas like climate
change, security, and governance. The EU intends to
upgrade its ties with Bangladesh to reflect shared
values of good governance, democracy, and human
rights.

Miller discussed efforts to boost economic relations,
emphasizing the need to improve the business
environment and attract foreign direct investment
(FDI). Key priorities include addressing energy supply,
customs processes, and transport infrastructure. He
also pointed to Bangladesh's transition to the
Generalized System of Preferences (GSP+) as an
opportunity to enhance labor and environmental
standards, particularly in the ready-made garment
(RMG) sector.

The EU aims to diversify Bangladesh's economic
sectors beyond garments, focusing on areas like
leather, pharmaceuticals, and light engineering.
Ambassador Miller underscored the importance of
upgrading occupational safety and shifting towards a
circular economy to ensure a smooth graduation from
Least Developed Country (LDC) status. The EU also
aims to deepen people-to-people ties, particularly
through educational initiatives like the Erasmus+
program.

Amid broader global challenges, including the ongoing
conflict in Ukraine, the EU reaffirmed its commitment
to working closely with Bangladesh to promote
multilateral solutions. Ambassador Miller emphasized
the need for joint efforts to enhance governance and
build a more diverse, sustainable economy that aligns
with international standards. [Bss News] [Dhaka
Tribune]

United States Agency for International
Development pledges USD 121 million for
Rohingya crisis relief

(vk) The United States Agency for International
Development (USAID) has committed USD 121 million
to support the World Food Programme (WFP) in
addressing the Rohingya crisis in Bangladesh. This
grant, provided through USAID's Bureau for
Humanitarian Assistance, will support food and
nutrition aid, resilience-building, and disaster risk
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reduction for both Rohingya refugees and local host
communities.

Now in its eighth year, the Rohingya crisis has seen
worsening conditions due to funding shortfalls, which
previously led WFP to reduce food rations. The new
funding allows for restored rations but still leaves a
USD 80 million gap for sustained support. [The Daily
Star]

Bangladesh army chief returns from visit
to United States, Canada

(asa) Chief of Army Staff General Waker-Uz-Zaman
returned to Bangladesh on October 25 after an 11-day
official visit to the United States and Canada. During
the trip, he met with senior officials at the United
Nations (UN) headquarters in New York, as well as
high-ranking military and civil officials in both
countries. Meetings included discussions with UN
Under-Secretary-General for Peace Operations Jean-
Pierre Lacroix and other senior officials, who praised
the role of Bangladeshi peacekeepers.

General Waker emphasized increasing Bangladesh’s
participation in UN peacekeeping missions and its
representation in policy-making. He assured UN
officials that no personnel involved in human rights
violations during their service with the Rapid Action
Battalion (RAB) would be selected for peacekeeping
roles. Additionally, he highlighted the army’s efforts to
improve socio-economic conditions and security in the
Chittagong Hill Tracts, as well as its role in providing
healthcare through hospitals operated by
peacekeeping contingents.

The visit also included discussions on peacekeeping
training exchanges and enhancing operational
capabilities among participating nations. General
Waker visited the Permanent Mission of Bangladesh in
New York and met with the Permanent Representative
during his trip. [Dhaka Tribune 1] [Dhaka Tribune 2]

Bhutan’s hydropower advances with USD
50 million loan and PHPA-II progress

(mt) Bhutan's hydropower sector is set to see
significant growth following two major developments:
a USD 50 million loan from the OPEC Fund for
International Development and the resolution of
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seepage issues at the 1,020 MW Punatsangchhu-lI
Hydroelectric Project (PHPA-II).

The OPEC Fund's first-ever loan to Bhutan will support
the 45 MW Gamri-l project in Trashigang and the 25
MW Begana project in Thimphu. Finance Minister
Lekey Dorji emphasized that these projects align with
Bhutan's carbon-neutral goals, reduce reliance on
fossil fuels, stabilize energy costs, and generate green
jobs. The new plants will enhance local power supply
through mini grids and connect to Bhutan's main grid,
benefiting around 50,000 households.

The OPEC Fund, established in 1976, provides
financing to non-member nations, focusing on
economic growth and social progress. It has
committed over USD 27 billion globally, with Bhutan
recently becoming its 125th member. As part of the
agreement, the OPEC Fund will also extend technical
assistance, advisory services, and knowledge-sharing
to support Bhutan in achieving Sustainable
Development Goals (SDG 7 on affordable and clean
energy, and SDG 13 on climate action) and its
Nationally Determined Contributions (NDCs). [Kuensel
Online 1]

Meanwhile, PHPA-II has addressed seepage issues that
had delayed commissioning. Energy Minister Gem
Tshering confirmed that dewatering and additional
repairs have reduced seepage from 1,200 liters to 650
liters per minute. Final remedial measures, including
grouting and Penetron coating, are set to be
completed by December, when unit testing will begin.

As PHPA-II commissioning progresses, initial
operations will focus on a single unit due to reduced
river flow in the lean season. Tariff discussions
between Bhutan and India are ongoing. [Kuensel
Online 2]

EIB Vice-President visits Bhutan to
strengthen climate financing

(mt) Nicola Beer, Vice-President of the European
Investment Bank (EIB), made her inaugural visit to
Bhutan, emphasizing the EIB's commitment to green
financing. During her visit, Bhutan and the EIB signed a
EUR 150 million loan agreement to boost renewable
energy generation under the EU’s Global Gateway
Initiative. Beer highlighted Bhutan's role as a carbon-
negative country and its significance as a partner in
climate action.
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The funding will support small and mid-size
hydropower and solar projects, helping address energy
challenges during winter months when hydropower
generation is affected by water scarcity. Meetings with
Prime Minister Tshering Tobgay and various ministries
focused on further collaboration, including sustainable
projects like the Gelephu Mindfulness City. [Kuensel
Online]

India-Russia strengthen ties at BRICS
Summit as Zelenskyy urges Modi to
mediate Ukraine peace

(ss/ad) During the recent BRICS summit in Kazan,
Russian President Vladimir Putin and Indian Prime
Minister Narendra Modi underscored the strong
"strategic partnership" between Moscow and New
Delhi, pledging to bolster ties in defense, energy, and
trade. Both leaders reaffirmed their "Special and
Privileged Strategic Partnership" and announced the
opening of a new Indian consulate in Kazan to
strengthen diplomatic engagement. Modi's visit
marked his second trip to Russia within three months,
reflecting close coordination between the two
countries. [France24] [Business Standard] [The
Moscow Times]

In the same meeting, Modi called for a swift and
peaceful resolution to the Ukraine conflict,
emphasizing India’s support for peace and stability.
Meanwhile, Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskyy,
in an exclusive interview with the Times of India,
highlighted Modi's potential role in ending the war.
Zelenskyy encouraged Modi to move beyond a neutral
stance, host a second peace summit, and actively
mediate negotiations based on Ukraine's terms, as the
conflict takes place on its territory.

Zelenskyy also raised concerns about Ukraine's
challenges, including ongoing Russian advances and
the potential loss of U.S. support due to upcoming
American elections. He emphasized Ukraine’s "Victory
Plan" and its NATO membership bid as essential
measures to bolster Ukraine's position, not as
bargaining tools with Russia. Zelenskyy criticized the
recent BRICS summit, describing it as a failure due to
the absence of key nations and Putin's efforts to create
global divisions.

Zelenskyy urged Modi to take concrete actions to
weaken Russia's war capabilities, such as blocking its
defense production and energy resources. He
specifically requested Modi's assistance in repatriating
Ukrainian children forcibly deported to Russia,
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emphasizing India’s potential role in humanitarian
efforts. [The Times of India]

No response to 26/11 Mumbai terror
attack; India’s Jaishankar criticizes past
inaction

(Im) India’s External Affairs Minister S. Jaishankar,
addressing a press conference in Mumbai on October
27, emphasized that India's lack of response following
the 26/11 Mumbai terror attacks should never be
repeated. He asserted that under the current
approach, any similar incident would elicit a strong
response. Jaishankar labeled Mumbai as a symbol of
India’s counter-terrorism efforts, both nationally and
globally.

The minister also highlighted India’s role in global
counter-terrorism initiatives, particularly during its
tenure at the United Nations Security Council when it
chaired the counter-terrorism committee. He noted
that a committee meeting was held at the same hotel
that was targeted in the 26/11 attacks, underscoring
India's commitment to combating terrorism.

Jaishankar reiterated India’s zero-tolerance stance on
terrorism, making it clear that any hostile action would
be met with a decisive response. He also criticized
countries that maintain a facade of normal relations
while simultaneously engaging in or supporting
terrorism. [The Hindu]

Nepal signs USD 150 million disaster
management loan with World Bank amid
disaster relief efforts

(Im/rs) Nepal has secured a USD 150 million
concessional loan from the World Bank under the
Catastrophe Deferred Drawdown Option (CAT-DDO),
aimed at supporting disaster recovery, rehabilitation,
and reconstruction. The agreement was signed in
Washington, DC, by Deputy Prime Minister and Finance
Minister Bishnu Prasad Paudel, during the annual
meetings of the World Bank and the International
Monetary Fund.

The recent floods and landslides, which struck on
September 27-28, killed 391 people and displaced
thousands, leaving over 10,000 households sheltering
in temporary camps. These funds are intended to aid
disaster-hit communities struggling to meet basic
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needs, including clean water, sanitation, and
healthcare. [The Kathmandu Post 1]

Additionally, the French Ministry for Europe and
Foreign Affairs has contributed USD 161,000 to the
United Nations World Food Programme (WFP) in Nepal.
This funding will support a project linking climate risk
financing with shock-responsive social protection,
aiming to strengthen Nepal's disaster response.
Collaborating with Nepal's National Disaster Risk
Reduction and Management Authority (NDRRMA), the
initiative focuses on regions prone to frequent floods
and landslides. It aims to integrate disaster risk funds
with social protection systems, minimizing future
economic and social impacts. [The Kathmandu Post 2]

However, despite government declarations of 'disaster
crisis zones' in several districts, displaced families
continue to suffer from inadequate shelter and relief.
Many victims in Sindhuli, Kavre, and other areas
remain without proper housing, forced to build
makeshift huts or rely on relatives. Although
government pledges promised immediate relief
between NPR 15,000 and NPR 20,000 (USD 111 to USD
148), many victims are yet to receive this assistance.
[The Kathmandu Post 3]

To enhance relief and rehabilitation efforts, the Prime
Minister's Natural Disaster Relief Fund has
accumulated NPR 1.82 billion (around USD 13.5
million). These funds have come from individuals,
institutions, and agencies and aim to expedite support
to the most affected regions. Despite these financial
allocations, victims criticize the slow implementation of
relief measures and call for a more urgent and
coordinated government response. [The Rising Nepal]

Pakistan ranked third worst among 142
countries worldwide for law and order,
security

(tf) Pakistan has been ranked the third-worst country
in terms of law and order by the World Justice Project
(WJP) in its 2024 Rule of Law Index, coming in 140th out
of 142 countries. The index assesses nations on
various factors, including crime control, protection
from armed conflicts, and the use of violence in civil
disputes. Only Mali and Nigeria scored lower than
Pakistan in the "Order and Security" category.

Overall, Pakistan ranked 129th on the Rule of Law
Index, performing poorly in several areas: 103rd for
constraints on government powers, 120th for
corruption, 106th for open government, 125th for
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fundamental rights, 127th for regulatory enforcement,
128th for civil justice, and 98th for criminal justice.
Among South Asian countries, Pakistan and
Afghanistan are at the bottom of the index.

The report highlights a global decline in the rule of law
for the seventh consecutive year, with many nations
experiencing executive overreach, deteriorating
human rights, and inadequate justice systems.
However, it notes a slight slowing of this decline, with
more countries showing improvements in the absence
of corruption and criminal justice systems. [DAWN]

Pakistan launches multinational air force
exercise Indus Shield 2024

(ht) Pakistan has launched the multinational air
exercise Indus Shield 2024, featuring participation
from Turkey, Saudi Arabia, and Egypt. The exercise
aims to enhance interoperability and defense
cooperation among allied air forces. Army Chief
General Syed Asim Munir will observe the drills and
receive briefings on their scope. The exercise focuses
on advancing strategic partnerships, reinforcing
military collaboration, and showcasing modern military
strategies. [SAMAA News]

Pakistan proposes regional climate data
bank for evidence-based response to
disasters

(Im) Pakistan's Prime Minister's climate aide, Romina
Khurshid Alam, has proposed the establishment of a
regional climate data bank to support the Vulnerable
Twenty (V20) group of countries in preparing evidence-
based responses to climate disasters. The initiative
aims to consolidate data on climate risks, economic
losses, and resilience-building needs, facilitating
informed decision-making and resource mobilization
for climate actions.

During a recent high-level meeting of V20
representatives, Alam emphasized the necessity of
enhancing access to reliable data to strengthen climate
resilience strategies among the 70 countries that
comprise the V20, which collectively represent over 1.7
billion people but contribute only 5 percent to global
carbon emissions. The proposed V20 Climate Action
Data Bank will empower these nations to cope with the
adverse effects of climate change, such as rising sea
levels and extreme weather events.
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Alam highlighted the importance of centralizing data
for policymakers and planners to ensure that climate
funding is utilized effectively. She noted that Pakistan,
one of the most climate-vulnerable countries, has
experienced erratic weather patterns leading to
frequent disasters, including the devastating floods in
2022 that killed over 1,700 people and caused
economic losses of approximately USD 30 billion. [Arab
News]

Pakistan’s Finance Minister engages in
high-level talks in Washington

Finance Minister Muhammad Aurangzeb led a series of
meetings in Washington, DC, during the World Bank-
International Monetary Fund Annual Meetings from
October 21-26. Accompanied by senior Pakistani
officials, including State Bank Governor Jameel Ahmad,
Aurangzeb discussed economic partnerships,
financing, and reforms.

In discussions with US Assistant Secretary of State Amy
Holman, Aurangzeb underscored the potential for US
investments in Pakistan’s agriculture, IT, energy, and
mining sectors. He also met with the Islamic Trade
Finance Corporation (ITFC), acknowledging a USD 3
billion commodity financing commitment over three
years, alongside an immediate USD 269 million
package.

Aurangzeb further engaged with Deutsche Bank,
FitchRatings, and other financial entities, focusing on
Pakistan's economic status, credit upgrades, and
initiatives like the Sustainable Finance Framework for
green capital access. He expressed satisfaction over
sufficient reserves to manage external debt for the
year.

At a climate action roundtable, Aurangzeb discussed
nature finance and biodiversity funding strategies. He
also highlighted Pakistan's economic reforms at the
Wilson Center, emphasizing improvements in tax
collection, energy sector reforms, and climate
resilience measures. [The News International]

US lawmakers demand release of
Pakistan’'s former Prime Minister Khan in
letter to US President Biden

(tf/mra/ja) Over 60 Democratic lawmakers from the US
House of Representatives have called on President Joe
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Biden to use US diplomatic leverage to secure the
release of former Pakistani Prime Minister Imran Khan
and other political prisoners in Pakistan. Khan has
been imprisoned since his arrest in August 2023, facing
various charges, including treason, corruption, and an
allegedly illegal marriage, following his ouster in a
parliamentary no-confidence vote in April 2022.

Led by Representatives Greg Casar, Jim McGovern, and
Summer Lee, the lawmakers stressed the need to
make human rights central to US policy toward
Pakistan. In a letter to Biden, they urged the
administration to ensure Khan's safety and called for
US embassy officials to visit him in prison. The letter
also requested Pakistan to curtail ongoing human
rights abuses.

Khan, who launched a protest movement against
Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif's coalition government
after his removal, claims that the charges against him
are politically motivated. He was barred from
contesting Pakistan’s February elections, which his
allies won with the highest number of seats, although a
coalition of rivals ultimately formed the government.
The US, the European Union, and the United Nations
have expressed concerns over electoral irregularities in
Pakistan.

The letter from US lawmakers adds to growing
international scrutiny of Pakistan's democratic
processes and human rights situation. The United
Nations Human Rights Working Group has already
stated that Khan’s detention violates international law,
intensifying global pressure on Pakistan amidst its
ongoing political crisis. [Arab News] [Reuters] [The
Express Tribune]

In response to this heightened scrutiny, Islamabad
criticized comments made by the UN Human Rights
chief regarding judicial independence. Authorities
condemned the letter from US Congress members
urging President Biden to address human rights issues
in Pakistan, stating that it undermined diplomatic
norms and was counterproductive to improving
Pakistan-US relations. The statement emphasized that
such remarks reflected a misunderstanding of
Pakistan's domestic affairs. [DAWN]

Seychelles scores first place on African
Governance Index

(axc) Seychelles has been ranked first in Africa on the
2024 Mo Ibrahim Index of African Governance,
achieving a score of 75.3 out of 100. This marks a
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significant achievement for the nation, which
surpassed Mauritius (72.8) in the Overall Governance
category. The ranking covers data from 2014 to 2023,
spanning the tenures of three presidents: James
Michel, Danny Faure, and current President Wavel
Ramkalawan.

Despite the top ranking, President Ramkalawan
emphasized areas for improvement, particularly in law
enforcement, sustainable land use, and healthcare
quality, where Seychelles scored lower than desired.
Law enforcement, for instance, was ranked 26th
despite a 9.6-point improvement. Ramkalawan called
for collective efforts to enhance performance in these
sectors.

The Mo Ibrahim Foundation highlighted the diverse
governance landscape across Africa, noting both
significant achievements and challenges. Seychelles is
also among the top ten most improved countries over
the past decade, alongside nations like The Gambia,
Sierra Leone, and Angola. The index evaluates
governance across 54 African countries, incorporating
broader criteria such as environmental sustainability
and citizen participation. [SeychellesNewsAgency]
[Molbrahimfoundation]

Seychelles launches UNESCO's
IslandWatch as first pilot country

(mt) Seychelles has become the first nation to officially
launch UNESCO's IslandWatch program, which aims to
enhance ecosystem monitoring using a citizen science
approach. IslandWatch builds on the earlier Sandwatch
initiative, expanding the focus from coastal ecosystems
to include broader environmental concerns such as
biodiversity and freshwater management. The
program utilizes digital tools to improve data collection
and evidence-based policy development, aligning with
Seychelles' national strategic priorities.

IslandWatch will be piloted in Seychelles, Mauritius,
and Cabo Verde, with support from the Indian Ocean
Commission (I0C) to integrate the program into local
curricula and enhance coastal resilience. [Seychelles
News Agency]

Sri Lanka reaffirms pursuit of association
with BRICS, New Development Bank
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(sl) Sri Lanka's Foreign Secretary Aruni Wijewardane, in
her address at the BRICS Plus Information Dialogue
held in Kazan on October 24, following the BRICS
Summit from October 22-24, reiterated Sri Lanka's
desire for closer association with BRICS and the New
Development Bank. She highlighted the relevance of
BRICS in today's world, the importance of BRICS
membership for Sri Lanka, and the country's potential
contributions to the group.

On the sidelines of the BRICS Summit, Foreign
Secretary Wijewardane held bilateral meetings with
Russian Deputy Foreign Minister Sergei Ryabkov,
Egyptian Deputy Foreign Minister Raguy El-Etreby, and
Ma Zhaoxu, Chinese Executive Vice Minister of Foreign
Affairs and a member of the CPC Committee,
discussing Sri Lanka's interest in BRICS and the New
Development Bank (NDB). [Ministry of Foreign Affairs]

Sri Lanka’s IMF review delayed amid
ongoing debt restructuring efforts

(Im) Sri Lanka's upcoming International Monetary Fund
(IMF) review has been delayed, with no confirmed
timeline for completion. Central Bank Governor Dr.
Nandalal Weerasinghe has not specified whether the
third review will occur before the end of 2024. The IMF
recently announced that it remains in coordination
with Sri Lanka's economic team to schedule the review.

Simultaneously, a Sri Lankan delegation met with
bondholders in Washington, D.C., discussing a debt
exchange as part of efforts to lift the country out of its
default status, which began in 2022 amidst a severe
economic crisis. During the IMF/World Bank meetings,
Citibank was appointed to manage a consent
solicitation, crucial for restructuring USD 12.5 billion in
international bonds. In September, Sri Lanka reached a
draft restructuring deal with creditors, which received
backing from the IMF and bilateral lenders. [Daily
Mirror 1]

The IMF has acknowledged Sri Lanka's progress in
implementing reforms, including positive economic
growth over the past four quarters and reduced
inflation. However, IMF Asia and Pacific Department
Director Krishna Srinivasan emphasized that the "next
big step" involves reaching a formal agreement with all
creditors, crucial for ensuring a sustainable recovery.
[Daily Mirror 2] [Daily Mirror 3]

Emeritus Professor of Economics Premachandra
Athukorala stressed the need for Sri Lanka to shift
towards trade-oriented production once the IMF
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program concludes. With nearly all of Sri Lanka’s
foreign debt—estimated at approximately USD 70
billion—in foreign currency, Athukorala highlighted the
urgency of generating a primary surplus to manage
both debt and current account obligations. He
suggested prioritizing export-oriented manufacturing
and aligning with global trends of vertical specialisation
within global value chains. [Daily Mirror 4]

New EU ambassador meets with Sri
Lanka’s President Dissanayake, confirms
pledge to support Colombo

(axc) Carmen Morena, the newly appointed European
Union (EU) ambassador to Sri Lanka and the Maldives,
met with President Anura Kumara Dissanayake on
October 25. During the meeting, Ambassador Morena
conveyed the EU's commitment to supporting Sri
Lanka in expanding market access, boosting tourism,
and enhancing employment opportunities within the
European Union.

Morena also commended Sri Lanka on the peaceful
conduct of the September presidential election, noting
the EU's Election Observation Mission (EOM), which
was invited by Sri Lankan authorities. The EOM
concluded that the Election Commission of Sri Lanka
(ECSL) managed the process independently, ensuring
transparency at all key stages.

The ambassador further pledged support in
strengthening vocational education, the maritime
sector, and initiatives promoting peace and
reconciliation. In response, President Dissanayake
emphasized ongoing efforts to enhance security at
popular tourist sites following recent advisories. The
EU remains Sri Lanka's second-largest source of
tourists. [SundayObserver] [EEAS]

Brunei's legislative council strengthens
ties with Singapore, Malaysia, and
Thailand

(ga) Brunei's Legislative Council (LegCo) Speaker Abdul
Rahman Taib met with his counterparts from
Singapore, Malaysia, and Thailand to enhance
diplomatic and parliamentary relations. The meetings,
held separately with Singapore Parliament Speaker
Seah Kian Peng, Malaysian Dewan Rakyat Speaker Dr.
Johari, and Thai House Speaker Wan Muhamad Noor
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Matha, focused on strengthening regional cooperation
and discussing shared interests.

During talks with Malaysia’'s Speaker, he congratulated
him on his new role as ASEAN Inter-Parliamentary
Assembly (AIPA) President and expressed support for
youth-focused initiatives like the Youth Parliament and
Student Exchange Programmes. Discussions also
addressed improving parliamentary functions and best
practices.

Meetings with the Singaporean and Thai Speakers
affirmed regional connectivity, sustainable
development, and economic cooperation. The
discussions centered on a collective commitment to
enhancing diplomatic ties and addressing regional
challenges through collaboration among ASEAN
Parliaments. [Borneo Bulletin]

Brunei chairs 12th ASEAN Ministerial
Meeting on Disaster Management

(ga) The ASEAN's 12th Ministerial Meeting on Disaster
Management (AMMDM) and 13th Conference of
Parties (COP) to the ASEAN Agreement on Disaster
Management and Emergency Response (AADMER) was
conducted in Bandar Seri Begawan, Brunei
Darussalam, on October 24. Chaired by Brunei's
Minister of Home Affairs Ahmaddin bin Haji Abdul
Rahman, this meeting included ministers responsible
for disaster management from ASEAN Member States,
representatives from Timor Leste as an observer, and
officials from the ASEAN Secretariat and ASEAN
Coordinating Centre for Humanitarian Assistance (AHA
Centre).

The meeting highlighted progress within the 2021-2025
AADMER Work Programme (AWP), which aims to
strengthen ASEAN's disaster response capabilities.
Notable achievements include the development of a
multi-hazard early warning system, assessments on
transboundary risks, the ASEAN Disaster Risk
Communication Framework, and the Disaster
Emergency Logistics System (DELSA) Phase IV.

Additionally, ASEAN has advanced gender and
inclusion considerations in disaster management
through initiatives like the ASEAN-PRIME framework.
The successful implementation of training programs
for disaster management professionals, such as the
ASEAN-ERAT Phase Ill and the ASCEND certification
program, was also recognized.
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New initiatives introduced included the ASEAN
Ministerial Declaration on resilient and inclusive
disaster recovery, aligning with Brunei's AMMDM
Chairmanship theme. This declaration affirms ASEAN's
commitment to bolstering member states' disaster
recovery capacities, improving regional early warning
systems, and exploring sustainable recovery financing
methods.

Key future actions discussed included refining the
AADMER Work Programme for 2026-2030,
strengthening the Secretary-General's role as ASEAN
Humanitarian Assistance Coordinator, and enhancing
the ASEAN Disaster Resilience Platform (ADRP) for
improved information sharing. Plans for the ASEAN
Regional Disaster Emergency Response Simulation
Exercise (ARDEX) in Cambodia, set for 2025, showed
ASEAN's goal to advance disaster preparedness under
the “One ASEAN, One Response” framework.

Progress reports on ASEAN's collaborations with China,
Japan, the Republic of Korea, and the United Nations
highlighted ongoing projects such as the ASEAN-China
Centre for Emergency Management Cooperation and
the ASEAN-Japan Work Plan on disaster management.
The meeting concluded with acknowledgment of
Brunei's effective 2024 chairmanship and anticipation
for Cambodia’s leadership in the upcoming 2025
AMMDM and COP sessions. [ASEAN]

Cambodia climate summit calls for global
cooperation and financial support to
combat climate change

(ma) The Cambodia Climate Change Summit 2024
(CCCS24) commenced with a call from Environment
Minister Eang Sophalleth to advance the USD 100
billion climate finance commitment to assist vulnerable
nations like Cambodia. Supported by international
partners such as the US, UK, and Australia, the summit
emphasized the importance of global cooperation to
tackle climate change.

Sophalleth highlighted Cambodia’s efforts in adopting
key climate policies and initiatives, including the
Updated Nationally Determined Contribution (NDC)
and Long-Term Strategy for Carbon Neutrality, aiming
for a 42 percent reduction in greenhouse gas
emissions by 2030. He reiterated Cambodia's
vulnerability to rising temperatures and stressed the
importance of financing and technological support for
mitigation and adaptation strategies.
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The two-day summit, co-hosted by the Ministry of
Environment and Mekong Future Initiative (MFI),
brought together over 300 participants, including
students, NGOs, and government officials, to discuss
climate financing, renewable energy, and sustainable
agriculture. With youth-led discussions and an expo
showcasing innovative solutions, the event fostered
collaboration on community-led resilience and blue
carbon initiatives. [Khmer Times]

Indonesia hosts Tripartite Technical
Experts Group (TTEG) Meeting with
Malayasia and Singapore

(gk) Indonesia hosted on October 23-24 the Tripartite
Technical Experts Group (TTEG) meeting focused on
issues relating to the safety of navigation in the Straits
of Malacca and Singapore. Budi Mantoro, Director of
Navigation at the Ministry of Transportation,
emphasized that the TTEG underscores the
commitment of the three coastal nations to ensure
maritime safety, protect the environment, and manage
ship traffic in the straits.

Indonesia contributed by discussing the 2023 study
aimed at revitalizing the marine electronic highway
data center, as well as providing reports on the 29th
and 30th Aids to Navigation Fund Committee meetings
and the 15th Cooperation Forum Meeting.

The TTEG is a collaborative initiative involving
Indonesia, Malaysia, and Singapore, established in
1975 to ensure safe navigation and protect the marine
environment in the Straits of Malacca and Singapore. It
serves as a platform for these three nations to
coordinate and implement initiatives, policies, and
technical measures to maintain safe and efficient
navigation in these waters. [Antara]

Indonesia, UNODC, and Canada
collaborate to protect children from
violent ideologies

(ft) On October 27, Indonesia's National Counter-
Terrorism Agency (BNPT), the UN Office on Drugs and
Crime (UNODC), and Canada launched a project aimed
at protecting children from violent ideologies. The
"National Work Plan 2024-2026" intends to establish a
legal framework, along with strategies and policies, to
enhance professional capacity in managing cases
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involving children linked to terrorist groups,
particularly in South and Southeast Asia.

Building on previous cooperation, the project seeks to
align with Indonesia’s priorities and strengthen legal
and social support systems to address terrorism-
related issues affecting children. [Antara]

Indonesia seeks BRICS membership

(mu) Indonesia’s newly appointed Foreign Affairs
Minister, Sugiono, unveiled Indonesia's desire for
membership at the BRICS Plus Summit in Kazan on
October 24. He stated that BRICS can serve as a
platform to promote the interests of the Global South.

He emphasized that this desire to join BRICS reflects
the country's commitment to an "independent and
active" foreign policy, which avoids alignment with any
particular bloc while participating in all forums. He
affirmed that Indonesia aims to play the role of a
"bridge builder" between developing countries and the
developed world. [Antara 1] [Bernama] [Jakarta Globe]

This move signals a shift from the previous
administration, which declined BRICS membership and
instead applied only for OECD membership. [Nikkei
Asia]

There are differing opinions among researchers and
analysts regarding this decision. Some have
highlighted that it could impact Indonesia's accession
to the OECD, while others argue that joining BRICS may
provide an alternative path to OECD membership and
serve as leverage in negotiations. [Antara 2, in
Indonesian] [CNN Indonesia, in Indonesian]

World Vision and EU support 1,000 flood-
hit families in Laos

(mt) World Vision in collaboration with the European
Union, has provided relief to over 1,000 families
affected by Typhoon Yagi in Vientiane's Hadxaifong
and Sikhottabong districts. Essential supplies, including
mosquito nets, blankets, and hygiene kits, were
handed over during a ceremony attended by officials
from both organizations.

The flooding caused by Typhoon Yagi in September
impacted 16 provinces and affected over 204,500
people in Laos. [Vientiane Times]
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Laos expresses interest in joining BRICS at
Kazan summit

(mt) At the recent BRICS summit in Kazan, Russia, from
October 22 to 24, Laos officially declared its interest in
becoming a member of the BRICS group. President
Thongloun Sisoulith emphasized Laos's commitment to
multilateral cooperation and the need for support in
the application process during the BRICS
Plus/Outreach session. Laos aims to leverage BRICS
membership to enhance collaboration in trade,
investment, green energy, and sustainable
development, aligning with the 2030 Sustainable
Development Goals.

In a bilateral meeting with Russian President Vladimir
Putin, Thongloun discussed strengthening Laos-Russia
ties and deepening cooperation in areas like trade,
energy, and tourism. Laos's pursuit of BRICS
membership reflects its goal to bolster its role in the
international community and support multilateralism.
[Laotian Times][Vientiane Times]

India reports huge financial losses from
international “digital arrest” scams in
Laos, Cambodia and Myanmar

(mt) India faced significant financial losses from “digital
arrest” scams in early 2024, primarily linked to
cybercriminal networks based in Laos, Myanmar, and
Cambodia.

A digital arrest scam is an online scam in which
scammers intimidate the victims, falsely accusing them
of illegal activities. They later demand money and put
them under pressure for making the payment.

The Indian Cyber Crime Coordination Centre reported
that from January to April, Indian citizens lost around
INR 1.2 billion (USD 14.4 million) to these scams.
Including other types of scams, total losses reached
approximately INR 17.76 billion (USD 210 million).

Prime Minister Narendra Modi highlighted the threat
on his "Mann Ki Baat" broadcast, urging vigilance and
playing an audio clip of a scam call impersonating law
enforcement to extract Aadhaar information. [Laotian
Times]
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Malaysia ready to evacuate its
peacekeeping force from Lebanon if UN
orders

(ga) Malaysia is prepared to evacuate its peacekeeping
forces, MALBATT 850-11, from Lebanon if the United
Nations (UN) mandates a withdrawal due to rising
tensions. Foreign Minister Mohamad Hasan stated that
any decision to evacuate would follow a UN directive,
as the United Nations Interim Force in Lebanon
(UNIFIL) operates under the UN's mandate. Malaysia
has urged the UN Security Council to reassess the
need for UNIFIL's presence, and discussions are
ongoing to monitor the safety of over 800 Malaysian
personnel.

The foreign minister stated that the evacuation plan is
read and is awaiting the signal from the ground
commander, with all logistics in place for a swift
execution once triggered. Minister Mohamad
emphasized that unilateral withdrawal is not an option,
as it would be costly and lack the guaranteed
protection provided by the UN framework. [Bernama]
[Kosmo]

Malaysia becomes BRICS partner country
as PM praises Putin

(oc) Malaysia has officially become a BRICS partner
country, marking the first step towards potential full
membership in the bloc.

At the BRICS summit in Kazan, held from October 22 to
24, it was confirmed that Malaysia would be one of 13
new BRICS partner countries. Prime Minister Anwar
Ibrahim has since expressed appreciation to Russian
President Vladimir Putin for inviting Malaysia to
participate in the summit.

Malaysia had shown interest in joining BRICS over
recent months. On June 18, Prime Minister Anwar
informed Brazilian President Lula da Silva of Malaysia’s
desire to join the organization. Later, on July 28, he
submitted an application to Russia following a call with
Russian Foreign Minister Sergey Lavrov. [Bernama]
[Eree Malaysia Today] [The Malaysian Reserve]

UN urges Indonesia to accept Rohingya
refugee boats
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(nf) The United Nations refugee agency has issued an
urgent appeal to Indonesia to rescue a boat carrying
over 100 Rohingya refugees, including women and
children, stranded off its western coast. The Rohingya,
a Muslim ethnic group facing persecution in Myanmar,
are forced to risk dangerous sea journeys each year in
hopes of reaching countries like Malaysia or Indonesia.
According to local officials, the boat, initially anchored
about 6 km off Aceh's coast, was brought within 1.6 km
by a relief vessel, although one refugee has reportedly
died onboard.

The situation remains unresolved, as Indonesia, which
is not a signatory to the UN Refugee Convention,
continues negotiations with the UN, emphasizing that
responsibility for resettling Rohingya refugees must be
shared by neighboring countries. [Channel News Asia]
[Myanmar Now] [Arab News]

Singapore, Thailand yet to finalize
multilateral clean power deal

(fi) Thailand has not yet finalized terms of an extended
agreement with Singapore to import hydropower from
Laos through the Lao PDR-Thailand-Malaysia-
Singapore Power Integration Project (LTMS), a senior
Thai official said on October 22. The deal, which
involves Malaysia as well, aims to expand clean energy
imports to Singapore.

While Malaysia has agreed to directly supply power to
Singapore via the LTMS corridor, Thailand is still in
internal discussions. This comes after Malaysia began
exporting power to Singapore last month. The Energy
Markets Authority of Singapore had earlier announced
plans to double the capacity of traded electricity under
the LTMS project, which began in July 2022.

Singapore utilized nearly 40 percent of its contracted
capacity during the first nine months of the LTMS
project's initial phase. However, imports from Laos fell
to nearly zero after global natural gas prices decreased
from record highs.

Grid interconnection is viewed as a key measure to
reduce Southeast Asia's reliance on fossil fuels for
power generation, with the LTMS project being
described as "historic" when initially signed in 2022.
Negotiations are ongoing over the quantity of power to
be purchased, as Thailand and Malaysia seek
guaranteed purchases to cover transmission costs.
[Bangkok Post]
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Singapore-based shipping company
settles USD 102 million over Baltimore
Bridge incident

(fi) Singapore-based companies Grace Ocean Private
Ltd and Synergy Marine Group, the owner and
operator of the cargo ship Dali, agreed to a USD 102
million settlement for the costs of clearing debris from
the collapsed Francis Scott Key Bridge in Baltimore.
The agreement, announced by the U.S. Justice
Department, resolves cleanup expenses following the
March disaster, which resulted in six fatalities and
disrupted port activities for months.

The settlement does not address the bridge
reconstruction, which could cost nearly USD 2 billion,
nor does it impose punitive damages. Maryland has
filed separate claims for the bridge repairs. Synergy
Marine clarified that the settlement is unrelated to
liability claims, which they continue to contest in court.

The Dali, en route to Sri Lanka, lost power and veered
off course, striking the bridge’s support column. An
investigation revealed significant maintenance failures
aboard the ship, including jury-rigged equipment and
safety hazards. The ship’s owner and operator initially
sought to limit their liability to USD 44 million, a move
contested by U.S. officials.

The case, which remains one of the costliest marine
disasters in U.S. history, is still subject to other
unresolved claims, including those filed by victims’
families and impacted businesses. [Channel News Asia]

Thailand designated as new BRICS partner
country, recognized by UN and Russia for
global engagement

(bk/msz) Thailand has been named one of 13 new
partner countries by the BRICS bloc, as announced by
the Thai Foreign Ministry, just one day before the
Leaders' Meeting of the BRICS Plus Summit
commenced on October 24 in Kazan, Russia. Foreign
Minister Maris Sangiampongsa attended the summit at
the invitation of Russian President Vladimir Putin.

During the meeting, themed “BRICS and the Global
South: Building a Better World Together,” Maris
emphasized Thailand's dedication to participating in
initiatives that address the needs of developing
countries. He pointed out the importance of Thailand's
potential membership in BRICS, noting that the bloc
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should strengthen cooperation to achieve sustainable
development.

Following Maris's address, UN Secretary-General
Antdnio Guterres congratulated him, acknowledging
Thailand's commitment to collaborating with the global
community, which could lead to more effective
sustainable development outcomes. President Putin
also expressed confidence that Thailand would play a
significant role in the BRICS framework, contributing to
efforts that promote justice for developing nations and
a clear direction for change.

Thailand has been involved in the BRICS Plus
framework since 2017, and this summit presents a key
opportunity for the country to reaffirm its commitment
to strengthening ties with the BRICS bloc. In June 2024,
Thailand plans to apply for full BRICS membership,
showecasing its intent to deepen collaboration with
these nations.

The newly added partner countries, in addition to
Thailand, include several ASEAN members: Indonesia,
Malaysia, and Vietnam. Other nations joining the
partnership are Algeria, Belarus, Bolivia, Cuba,
Kazakhstan, Nigeria, Turkey, Uganda, and Uzbekistan.
This expansion reflects BRICS' growing interest in
fostering relationships with a diverse range of
countries, particularly those in the Global South. [The
Nation 1] [The Nation 2]

China has endorsed Thailand's BRICS membership bid,
with Ambassador Han Zhigiang affirming Beijing's
support during the “China's Economy from a New
Perspective” forum. Han emphasized the positive
impact of China’'s economic growth on Thailand's
supply chain and employment, while also addressing
concerns about specific illegal activities by some
Chinese in Thailand, reassuring that such incidents
would not affect overall bilateral relations. [Bangkok
Post]

Vietnam constructing airstrip on
reclaimed island in South China Sea

(wn) Recent satellite images reveal that Vietnam is
constructing a new airstrip on Barque Canada Reef, an
artificial island in the Spratly archipelago of the South
China Sea. Images from Planet Labs show the runway
currently measures about 1,050 meters (3,445 feet)
and is part of a rapid expansion that has seen the
island’s total landfill area double to nearly 2.5 square
kilometers (617.7 acres) since 2023.
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The runway has the potential to reach up to 3,000
meters, expanding Vietnam'’s maritime patrol
capabilities. This development comes as the existing
airstrip on Spratly Island, at 1,300 meters, is
insufficient for larger aircraft. Analysts, including
Gregory Poling from the Asia Maritime Transparency
Initiative, suggest that a longer runway on Barque
Canada would allow for enhanced military operations,
countering China's "Big Three" islands—Fiery Cross,
Subi, and Mischief Reefs—each of which hosts airstrips
longer than 3,000 meters.

Sources indicate that Vietnam plans to construct
additional runways on other Hanoi-claimed islands in
the Spratlys, further strengthening its strategic
position. Initially occupied in 1978, Vietnam withdrew
from Barque Canada due to challenging conditions but
re-established control in 1988. The reef now hosts
permanent military facilities, cultural centers, and
support for stationed troops and fishermen.

Vietnam currently controls 27 features in the South
China Sea, and its four largest outposts—Barque
Canada, Namyit Island, Pearson Reef, and Discovery
Great Reef—are among the most rapidly expanded in
the region. [Radio Free Asia]

Vietnam strengthens ties with key allies
Laos, Cuba, and Venezuela at BRICS
Summit

(Im/wn) Vietnamese Prime Minister Pham Minh Chinh
engaged in high-level diplomatic meetings with leaders
from Laos, Cuba, and Venezuela on the sidelines of the
expanded BRICS Summit in Kazan, Russia, between
October 23-24.

The talks underscored Vietnam's commitment to
deepening its ties with key allies in Southeast Asia,
Latin America, and beyond. Throughout the meetings,
Chinh emphasized Vietnam's commitment to stronger
ties and cooperation across various sectors with all
three nations. The leaders also discussed broader
international collaboration at multilateral forums,
particularly regarding global security, navigation, and
regional stability.

Meeting with Laos

Chinh met with Lao Party General Secretary and State
President Thongloun Sisoulith to commend Laos on its
successful ASEAN chairmanship and the 45th General
Assembly of AIPA. Both leaders emphasized their
satisfaction with enhanced cooperation among their
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ministries following the September Politburo meeting
and agreed to strengthen coordination in socio-
economic projects, security, defense, and trade. They
discussed boosting connectivity between Vietnam,
Laos, and Cambodia, highlighting these ties as
essential assets for future generations. Sisoulith
expressed gratitude for Vietnam's support and invited
Chinh for a state visit. [Vietham News]

Meeting with Cuba

In a meeting with Cuban Foreign Minister Bruno
Rodriguez Parrilla, Chinh called for stronger multi-
faceted cooperation, focusing on trade, agriculture,
and food security. Both sides agreed to establish an
intergovernmental committee to foster collaboration
and theoretical exchanges on socialism. Chinh
reiterated Vietnam's opposition to the embargo on
Cuba and offered support for the Caribbean nation’s
recovery from recent storms. Rodriguez expressed
appreciation for Vietnam's solidarity and pledged
closer collaboration in critical sectors. [Viet Nam News]

Meeting with Venezuela

During discussions with Venezuelan President Nicolas
Maduro, Chinh reaffirmed Vietnam's commitment to
advancing economic, trade, and investment ties. The
leaders agreed to convene the next Intergovernmental
Committee session, with a focus on agriculture, oil and
gas, and telecommunications. Both sides highlighted
the importance of cultural exchange and youth
engagement as they celebrate 35 years of diplomatic
relations. Maduro proposed enhanced party-to-party
cooperation, while Chinh extended an invitation for
Maduro to visit Vietnam. [Viet Nam News]

Vietnam-EU Joint Committee discusses
expanding partnership and cooperation

(Im) The fifth meeting of the Vietnam-EU Joint
Committee, held in Hanoi on October 22, was co-
chaired by Deputy Minister of Foreign Affairs Le Thi
Thu Hang and Niclas Kvarnstréom, Director General for
Asia and the Pacific at the European External Action
Service. The meeting reviewed progress under the EU-
Vietnam Partnership and Cooperation Agreement
(PCA).

Hang emphasized the EU's significance as a key
economic and development partner for Vietnam. Both
sides agreed that political trust has been strengthened
through high-level exchanges and effective
implementation of cooperation agreements.
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The EU expressed appreciation for Vietnam’s role in
the Asia-Pacific and reiterated its commitment to
elevating bilateral relations. Future cooperation will
focus on areas like clean technology, digital
transformation, semiconductors, artificial intelligence,
raw materials, and sustainable energy under the EU's
Global Gateway Initiative.

Key discussion points included trade, defense,
sustainable development, and Vietnam's Just Energy
Transition Partnership (JETP). The EU pledged support
for Vietnam to meet new regulations like the Carbon
Border Adjustment Mechanism (CBAM) and the EU
Deforestation Regulation.

The sides agreed to accelerate ratification of the EU-
Vietnam Investment Protection Agreement (EVIPA) and
to resolve issues impeding the full implementation of
the EU-Vietnam Free Trade Agreement (EVFTA). Hang
called for the EU's support in combating illegal,
unreported, and unregulated (IUU) fishing to lift
Vietnam's yellow card warning and urged resources for
JETP initiatives like carbon market development and
green hydrogen projects.

On regional issues, they stressed ASEAN's centrality
and Vietnam's role in enhancing cooperation within the
ASEAN-EU strategic partnership. Both sides called for
peaceful conflict resolution, adherence to international
law, and the early completion of an effective Code of
Conduct in the South China Sea. [Viet Nam News]

Vietnam'’s Prime Minister Pham Minh
Chinh departs for three-nation Middle
East tour

(Im) Vietnam'’s Prime Minister Pham Minh Chinh,
accompanied by his spouse and a high-ranking
Vietnamese delegation, departed Hanoi on October 27
for official visits to the United Arab Emirates (UAE),
Qatar, and Saudi Arabia. The visits, lasting until
November 1, are at the invitation of UAE President
Mohamed bin Zayed Al Nahyan, Qatar's Prime Minister
Sheikh Mohammed bin Abdulrahman Al-Thani, and
Saudi Arabia's Crown Prince and Prime Minister
Mohammed Bin Salman.

These are the first official visits by a Vietnamese Prime
Minister to the UAE and Qatar in 15 years and the first-
ever trip to Saudi Arabia since establishing diplomatic
ties in 1999. Chinh is also the chief guest at the 8th
Future Investment Initiative in Riyadh, making him the
sole high-ranking Asian leader to address the event.
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The Middle East countries, considered key partners in
Vietnam's diplomatic "Look East" policy, have
strengthened ties with Vietnam across sectors. Chinh's
visits aim to bolster political trust, enhance traditional
cooperation, and explore new areas of collaboration,
aligning with Vietnam's 13th National Party Congress
goals of diversifying markets, partners, and supply
chains for national development. [Viet Nam News]

United Nations working group says
Vietnam unlawfully detains journalist
Pham Chi Dung

(wn) A United Nations working group has found that
Vietnam unlawfully detained VOA contributor Pham
Chi Dung before his 15-year imprisonment in 2021 for
"anti-state propaganda." The UN concluded that
Pham's arrest lacked legal basis and violated his right
to freedom of expression. Pham, who founded the
Independent Journalists Association of Vietnam, was
arrested in 2019 in Ho Chi Minh City.

Pham'’s lawyer, Kurtulus Bastimar, highlighted that
Pham faced restricted communication with his family
and legal team. The UN recommended Pham'’s
immediate release and an independent investigation
into his detention. Vietnam, however, has not
responded to the UN's request for comments.

Vietnam ranks 174 out of 180 on the World Press
Freedom Index, with 19 journalists imprisoned as of
late 2023. The UN noted a pattern of arbitrary
detentions of human rights defenders in Vietnam,
citing pretrial isolation, limited legal access, and trials
held behind closed doors. [Voice of Americal

India seeks to enhance stability in
bilateral relations with Bangladesh

(asa) Addressing the 2024 National Defence Course
participants at the Bangladesh National Defence
College in Dhaka, Indian High Commissioner Pranay
Verma stated that New Delhi will continue to seek a
"stable, positive, and constructive" relationship with
Bangladesh, emphasizing that this relationship would
be "built upon our interdependencies, where the
people of both countries remain the main
stakeholders." [UNB] [The Business Standard]

He further elaborated on the long-term vision of India-
Bangladesh relations, aligning it with India's foreign


https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-slilidl-l-irt/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-slilidl-l-iri/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-slilidl-l-ird/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-slilidl-l-irh/

policy priorities, including the "Neighbourhood First"
initiative, the "Act East Policy," the SAGAR doctrine, and
India's Indo-Pacific Vision. [Dhaka Tribune]

US Charge d'Affaires meets chief adviser,
as US court suspends arrest warrants for
Bangladeshi officials

(asa) On October 23, Helen LaFave, Charge d'Affaires of
the US Embassy in Dhaka, met Chief Adviser
Muhammad Yunus. The discussion covered mutual
interests, building on recent meetings between Yunus
and US President Joe Biden and Secretary of State
Antony Blinken. LaFave informed Yunus of an
upcoming high-level US delegation visit to Bangladesh,
while Yunus highlighted six major reform commissions
initiated by the interim government, which will hold
stakeholder consultations across the country. [Bangla
News 24] [BSS News]

In a separate development, a US court on October 25
suspended arrest warrants for Finance Adviser
Salehuddin Ahmed and Bangladesh Bank Governor
Ahsan H Mansur. The warrants, issued a day earlier,
were part of an effort by Smith Cogeneration
(Bangladesh) to collect a USD 31.9 million penalty over
a 1997 power purchase agreement terminated in 1999
by the Awami League government. US District Judge
Carl ] Nichols initially ordered both officials to appear
in court, but the ruling was temporarily halted.
Bangladesh’s interim government denied responsibility
for the previous administration’s actions, as the legal
dispute remains unresolved. [Dhaka Tribune]

Bangladesh’s interim leader calls for
increased Saudi investment and support

(Im) Bangladesh’s interim leader, Chief Adviser
Muhammad Yunus, has called on Saudi Arabia to
enhance investment and cooperation with Bangladesh,
emphasizing potential growth in energy and economic
ties. During a meeting with Saudi Ambassador Essa
Youssef Essa Al Duhailan, Yunus urged for Saudi
support through central bank deposits, concessional
energy supplies, and training for Bangladeshi workers
to improve skills and increase remittances.

Yunus highlighted the unique relationship between the
two nations and proposed Saudi investment in key
projects like the Matarbari Deep Sea Port and
renewable energy initiatives. Ambassador Al Duhailan
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praised the Bangladeshi workforce's contributions and
reaffirmed Saudi commitment to Bangladesh's
stability, expressing readiness for further investment.
[The Daily Star]

Bangladesh’s interim leader seeks to
boost business with Azerbaijan

(vk) Chief Adviser Muhammad Yunus has called for
enhanced trade and business relations with Azerbaijan
during a meeting with its non-resident ambassador,
Elchin Huseynli, at the state guest house Jamuna on
October 22. Yunus described Azerbaijan as "a good
friend" and emphasized the importance of boosting
bilateral trade.

Discussions also covered the upcoming COP-29
summit in Baku, set to focus on climate finance, along
with potential agreements on energy, trade, and air
services. Yunus is expected to attend the summit,
which will host 32,000 participants.

Ambassador Huseynli highlighted Azerbaijan's interest
in deepening economic ties with Bangladesh, noting
recent foreign office consultations held in Baku and
plans to establish an air services agreement to
facilitate further business growth. [Bss News]

Brunei and Saudi Arabia sign revised air
services agreement

(ga) Brunei Darussalam and Saudi Arabia signed a
revised Air Services Agreement (ASA) on October 23
during the International Civil Aviation Negotiation 2024
(ICAN2024) event in Malaysia. The agreement was
signed by Brunei's Minister of Transport and
Infocommunications Pengiran Shamhary and Saudi
Arabia’s President of the General Authority of Civil
Aviation Abdulaziz bin Abdullah Al-Duaile;j.

This ASA renews the 1992 agreement, enhancing air
transport options and allowing airlines from both
countries to operate in each other’s airports. It aligns
with International Civil Aviation Organization (ICAO)
standards and each country's regulatory frameworks.
Prior to signing, both officials discussed aviation sector
challenges and opportunities to boost connectivity and
tourism through direct flights and airport
infrastructure alignment.

Additionally, the Brunei minister met with the
Southeast Asia Regional Manager of the International
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Air Transport Association to discuss initiatives in
sustainable aviation, digital cargo processing, and visa
policies aimed at boosting tourism in Brunei. [Borneo
Bulletin]

Brunei, Philippines discuss religious
education and welfare

(ga) Brunei's Minister of Religious Affairs Badaruddin
Othman received a courtesy call from the Philippines’
Secretary of the National Commission on Muslim
Filipinos (NCMF) Sabuddin Abdurahim on October 24.
The visit coincided with the Zakat Framework
Workshop held in Brunei from October 24-25.

Discussions focused on strengthening Brunei-
Philippines relations and sharing insights on religious
service areas, including the welfare of the ummah,
Islamic education, hajj affairs, religious scholarships,
the halal industry, and zakat and waqf development.
[Borneo Bulletin] [NCMF Facebook]

Cambodia and Thailand strengthen
border cooperation to boost trade and
tourism

(ma) Cambodia and Thailand are working together to
accelerate the opening of the Stung Bot-Ban Nong lan
border checkpoint to enhance trade and tourism
connectivity between the two nations. During a
meeting on October 23, Cambodian Prime Minister
Hun Manet and Thai Deputy Prime Minister Anutin
Charnvirakul discussed the need to expedite the
border checkpoint’'s completion, located about 9
kilometers southeast of Poipet. This effort aims to
improve the flow of goods and visitors, strengthening
economic ties amidst regional uncertainty.

The two leaders also highlighted ongoing collaboration
on various issues, including the reduction of work
permit application fees for Cambodian workers in
Thailand and the introduction of a border pass system
for Thai citizens to visit Siem Reap province. Both sides
emphasized the importance of opening additional
border crossings and enhancing security and defense
cooperation to suppress transnational crime, ensuring
stability for residents and businesses along the border.

Despite progress, challenges remain as the Thai side's
infrastructure at the Stung Bot crossing is still
incomplete, with authorities continuing to use the
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Poipet international border for processing goods.
Cambodian officials are hopeful that once these issues
are resolved, the border will fully maximize its
potential to boost trade productivity between the two
countries. [Khmer Times]

Cambodia and Indonesia reinforce
bilateral ties with focus on economic and
military cooperation

(ma) Cambodian Foreign Minister Sok Chenda Sophea
extended warm greetings to his newly appointed
Indonesian counterpart, Sugiono, during a phone call
on October 23, strengthening the longstanding
relationship between the two nations. Sugiono, who
assumed office after the inauguration of Indonesian
President Prabowo Subianto on October 20,
emphasized the deep friendship between the
countries and expressed appreciation for the warm
welcome extended to President Prabowo during his
recent visit to Cambodia.

The conversation between the foreign ministers
covered a broad range of topics, including politics,
economics, and security. Both sides underscored their
commitment to enhancing collaboration in diverse
sectors such as trade, military cooperation, and
cultural exchange. Sophea invited Sugiono to visit
Cambodia in the near future to further discuss bilateral
initiatives. [Khmer Times]

USAID pledges USD 38 million in new aid
to support Cambodia’s development

(ma) During her visit to Cambodia, USAID
Administrator Samantha Power announced an
additional USD 38 million in aid to support various
sectors, including agriculture, civil society, and labour.
The new funding includes USD 29 million through the
Food for Progress award, aimed at helping Cambodian
farmers adopt new technologies and access markets
amidst climate change challenges. Additionally, USD 6
million will support civil society, media, and human
rights, while $3 million from the US Department of
Labour will focus on improving collaboration and
opportunities for people with disabilities.

Power’s visit also included discussions with Prime
Minister Hun Manet, where they highlighted the close
cooperation between the Cambodian government and
USAID in areas like health, food security, and mining.
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Power reaffirmed the US government's long-standing
commitment to Cambodia, which has amounted to $3
billion in support over the past three decades. She
emphasized the continued partnership between the
two countries, focusing on advancing democracy,
human rights, and sustainable development.

She also announced a new five-year initiative to
combat tuberculosis in Cambodia, underscoring the US
government's dedication to improving the well-being of
the Cambodian people. [Khmer Times]

Cambodian solar firms withdraw from U.S.
antidumping investigation

(ma) Two Cambodian solar companies, Solar Long and
Hounen Solar, have announced they will no longer
cooperate with a U.S. Department of Commerce
investigation into allegations of dumping solar panels
at prices below production costs. In separate letters
dated October 15, both companies, represented by
U.S. attorney Craig Lewis, cited their inability to
dedicate further resources to the antidumping probe
but offered no additional comments on their decision.

The investigation, initiated in April at the request of
U.S. solar manufacturers, aims to impose tariffs on
solar imports from Cambodia, Vietnam, Malaysia, and
Thailand, the largest sources of solar panels for the
U.S. market. Solar Long and Hounen Solar were
selected in June as key respondents in the probe due
to their significant export volumes to the United States.
Their withdrawal could result in separate tariff
penalties for these companies, distinct from any
broader country-wide measures.

According to Tim Brightbill, an attorney for the
American Alliance for Solar Manufacturing, the
decision by the Cambodian companies to withdraw is
significant and could lead to penalties.

Solar imports from Cambodia have already dropped by
37 percent this year, based on U.S. Census Bureau
data, and it remains unclear whether the firms will
participate in the related anti-subsidy investigation.
[Reuters]

South Korea to introduce Korean
language classes in Cambodian high
schools
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(mfr) The South Korean government, in collaboration
with Cambodia's Ministry of Education, Youth and
Sport, will introduce Korean language classes as an
official subject in 15 state high schools across
Cambodia. This initiative aims to provide students with
more foreign language options, thereby enhancing
their prospects in the job market. During a recent
business lunch, South Korean Ambassador Park Jeong-
hyuk and Minister Hang Chuon Naron signed a Letter
of Agreement to formalize this educational
cooperation.

The agreement outlines the roles and responsibilities
of both parties to facilitate the effective
implementation of Korean language classes. Under this
initiative, the South Korean government will fund the
salaries of one Korean language teacher per school.
Currently, Cambodian state schools offer English and
French, making the addition of Korean a valuable
option for students.

Cambodia’s Ministry of Education noted that there is a
growing demand for Korean language skills due to the
increasing number of Korean investors in Cambodia.
[Khmer Times]

Cambodia seeks to enhance ties with
Oman

(dgl) Cambodia and Oman are seeking to enhance
bilateral relations as Othsman Hassan, a senior
Cambodian official, made his first official visit to
sultanate and was welcomed by Mohammed Said
Khalfan Al Mamari, Oman's Minister of Agriculture and
Religious Affairs, in Muscat.

During their talks, Hassan highlighted the Cambodian
government’s efforts to include the Islamic community
in legislative and executive processes, which has
helped address their concerns. He mentioned that
Cambodia has received recognition from the
Organisation of Islamic Cooperation (OIC) for its racial
and religious harmony. Plans for an international
conference on peace and harmony in Cambodia,
organized by the Islamic World Alliance (RABITA), are
set for early next year, aimed at showcasing this
harmony to diverse communities.

Following the meeting, Hassan engaged with officials
from Oman's Technical Department of Garment
Management and Zakat under the Ministry of
Pedagogy and Religious Affairs to gain insights into the
Cambodian Muslim community. [Khmer Times]
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China condemns US sanctions over drone
supplies to Russia

(to) China has expressed strong opposition to US
sanctions imposed on Chinese companies involved in
the production and supply of attack drones to Russia
(see AIR No. 43, October/2024, 4). The Chinese
Commerce Ministry criticized the sanctions during a
press briefing, stating that these unilateral measures
lack a basis in international law and the authorization
of the United Nations Security Council.

The Chinese government emphasized its commitment
to safeguarding the legitimate rights of its companies.
This move follows broader geopolitical tensions, as the
US continues to target companies believed to be
supporting Russia's military efforts during the ongoing
conflict with Ukraine.

China has consistently opposed what it refers to as
"long-arm jurisdiction" and reiterated its stance of not
supporting unilateral sanctions without UN approval.
The sanctions have heightened concerns over the
growing alignment between China and Russia,
particularly in military and technological cooperation.
[Reuters]

China criticizes US USD 2 billion arms sale
to Taiwan, vows countermeasures

(to) China has expressed strong opposition to a recent
US decision to approve a USD 2 billion arms sale to
Taiwan, with the Chinese Defense Ministry vowing to
take "necessary measures" in response. [Ministry of
Foreign Affairs, China]

Announced by the US State Department on October
28, the arms package includes advanced missile
systems and radar equipment aimed at bolstering
Taiwan's defensive capabilities. Beijing views such
arms sales as a violation of its sovereignty, given its
claim over Taiwan, and warned that these actions
jeopardize peace and stability in the Taiwan Strait.

Taiwan's Defense Ministry welcomed the sale, stating it
would contribute to peace and security across the
strait. [Ministry of Defense, Taiwan]

The United States remains Taiwan's main security
partner despite a lack of official diplomatic ties. China
frequently condemns international support for Taiwan
and accuses the US of deviating from the "One China"
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policy, which recognizes Beijing's stance on Taiwan'’s
status. This recent sale adds to previous tensions, as
Beijing continues to monitor the region closely,
frequently deploying military aircraft and vessels near
Taiwan. [Aljazeera]

US lawmakers call for investigation into
China’s advancements in photonics
technology

(to) A bipartisan group of US lawmakers urged the
Department of Commerce to investigate the national
security risks tied to China’'s advancements in
photonics technology. Photonics, which transmits data
using light rather than traditional electrical signals, has
vast potential in artificial intelligence and high-speed
data applications. It also has military uses, increasing
the likelihood of dual-use technology that could benefit
China’'s military development.

The lawmakers’ concerns are heightened as China has
recently expanded funding initiatives in regions like
Guangdong to accelerate photonics research and chip
production, posing potential challenges to the US's
technological leadership. Representatives John
Moolenaar and Raja Krishnamoorthi highlighted the
risk of military applications in a letter, urging export
control rules to limit sensitive photonics technology
from falling into foreign hands. A Commerce
Department representative acknowledged receipt of
the letter and confirmed plans to respond through
appropriate channels. [Firstpost]

US finalizes investment restrictions in
China’s Al and semiconductor sectors

(to) The US Treasury Department has finalized new
rules that restrict investments in critical technology
sectors within China, including artificial intelligence,
semiconductors, and quantum computing. The
updated regulations, announced on October 29, are
set to take effect on January 2 and aim to limit US
investments that could potentially bolster Chinese
military capabilities, marking a continuation of national
security measures introduced last year by President
Biden.

The new restrictions prohibit US companies, citizens,
and permanent residents from investing in specific
high-tech areas that might support China’s military
advancement. Paul Rosen, Assistant Secretary of the
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Treasury for Investment Security, emphasized the
importance of protecting US technological resources
from potential exploitation. These regulations also
require notifications to the Treasury for investments in
other high-tech areas that may pose lesser security
risks.

Beijing responded critically, with the Chinese Ministry
of Foreign Affairs condemning the US's move as anti-
globalization and expressing strong dissatisfaction with
the restrictions. [Aljazeera]

US reports hurricane misinformation
campaigns linked to China

(to) The United States has announced that foreign-
linked misinformation, amplified by Chinese (and
Russian and Cuban) social media accounts, has been
circulating after recent hurricanes in the US According
to a US official, these influence actors spread
misinformation, including fabricated claims that the US
government denied disaster relief after Hurricane
Milton and Hurricane Helene.

Russian state media also shared artificial intelligence-
generated images depicting storm damage at Disney
World to heighten the perceived chaos.

The campaign, revealed through newly declassified
information, has intensified concerns over foreign
influence on American public opinion. Chinese-linked
accounts shared posts suggesting that US spending on
international conflicts limited disaster aid for hurricane
victims. Meanwhile, Cuban sources echoed these
narratives, questioning US resource allocation.
[Reuters]

Chinese hackers allegedly target phones
of US election candidates

(to) Reports have emerged alleging that Chinese
hackers had targeted the mobile phones of high-profile
US election figures, including Republican candidates
Donald Trump and JD Vance, as well as individuals
connected to the Democratic campaign of Kamala
Harris. According to The New York Times, these hackers
reportedly infiltrated Verizon's network in an effort to
access private communications.

The FBI and Cybersecurity and Infrastructure Security
Agency (CISA) issued a joint statement, saying they
were investigating “unauthorized access” of
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telecommunications infrastructure by individuals
linked to China. The agencies stated that they were
actively working with industry partners to strengthen
cybersecurity defenses in the US telecom sector.

While the Democratic campaign has not commented
on the situation, the Trump campaign was briefed on
the possibility that their candidate and running mate’s
phones were targeted. This news highlights ongoing
concerns over foreign influence and cybersecurity
threats during the final days of the US presidential
race. [Aljazeera]

US navy to equip ships with patriot
missiles to counter China’s hypersonic
threat

(to) The US Navy is working on a plan to equip its ships
with Patriot missiles, aiming to counter the growing
threat from China’s advanced hypersonic weapons in
the Pacific. This initiative comes as concerns rise about
China's deployment of hypersonic missiles, like the DF-
27, which can evade traditional defense systems due to
their maneuverability. Patriot missiles, known for their
“hit-to-kill” capabilities, are seen as a valuable addition
to the Navy's defenses against such high-speed
threats.

The Defense Department plans to integrate Lockheed
Martin's Patriot Advanced Capability-3 missiles into the
Navy's existing Aegis defense systems, bolstering air
and missile defenses in the Indo-Pacific. With the help
of Japan, a major production center for these missiles,
and a new facility planned in Florida, the Pentagon
hopes to secure more units to meet the rising demand
for interceptors amid increasing tensions and security
challenges in the region. [Reuters]

China’s Hesai to sue US pentagon after
reinstatement to blacklist

(alk) China's Hesai plans to sue the US government
after being placed back on the Pentagon's blacklist of
Chinese companies linked to the military. David Lj,
Hesai's co-founder and CEO, stated the company
operates independently and has no ties to the Chinese
military. [Global Times]

As tensions between the US and China escalate,
Washington has increased scrutiny of Chinese tech
firms that may pose a national security threat. This
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includes restricting access to advanced chip technology
and limiting Chinese involvement in critical US
infrastructure. Although being blacklisted does not
prevent Hesai from selling products in the US, the
company's Nasdaq shares have fallen nearly 50
percent since January when it was first blacklisted,
causing significant reputational harm.

Hesai is among several Chinese tech companies,
including DJI and Advanced Micro-Fabrication
Equipment, that are legally challenging their inclusion
on the blacklist (see AiR No. 43, October/2024, 4).
These cases will test whether these private companies
can prove their independence from the Chinese state
and military.

Hesai, one of China’s largest manufacturers of laser
sensors for electric vehicles, was first blacklisted in
January but believed it had been removed in May after
the Pentagon found insufficient evidence for its
inclusion. However, it was relisted last week based on
new information. US officials cited "vague claims" that
Hesai supports China's military-civil fusion program. Li
expressed frustration that attempts to communicate
with US officials about these concerns have been
unsuccessful.

The Pentagon's list of "Chinese Military Companies"
was mandated by Congress in 2021, and there are
concerns about the potential military applications of
dual-use technologies developed by private firms.
Hesai reported 2023 annual revenue of USD 264
million), with about 40 percent coming from the US
market. The company holds a significant share of the
global lidar market for automotive applications.
[Financial Times]

China, EU agree to talks on alternatives to
EV tariffs

(alk) The European Union and China have agreed to
conduct further technical negotiations regarding
alternatives to tariffs on electric vehicles produced in
China. Following it vote on October 4 (see AiR No. 41,
October/2024, 2), the EU is set to impose tariffs of up
to 35.3 percent this week following its anti-subsidy
investigation.

Possible alternatives being considered include
minimum price commitments from Chinese
manufacturers or investments in Europe. The
announcement came after a video call between EU
trade chief Valdis Dombrovskis and Chinese
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Commerce Minister Wang Wentao. [Ministry of
Commerce, China, in Chinese]

The European Commission has already held eight
rounds of negotiations and noted "significant
remaining gaps" in the discussions. Both sides are
committed to finding a solution that ensures a level
playing field in the EU market and complies with World
Trade Organization rules.

China previously cautioned the EU against conducting
separate negotiations with individual companies,
arguing that it would undermine the overall
negotiations. In response, Dombrovskis clarified that
discussions with the China Chamber of Commerce for
Import and Export of Machinery and Electronic
Products (CCCME) do not preclude talks with specific
exporters.

He also expressed concerns about China's
investigations into EU brandy, pork, and dairy, labeling
them as "unsubstantiated" (see AiR No. 42,
October/2024, 3). [Reuters] [BNN Bloomberg]

China, Vatican extend agreement on
appointing bishops

(alk) China and the Vatican have agreed to extend their
2018 provisional agreement on appointing Catholic
bishops in China for another four years, officials
confirmed October 22.

This agreement, previously renewed twice, is part of
Pope Francis's efforts to reconcile differences over
church control in China. Despite ongoing
disagreements, both sides are committed to
maintaining dialogue.

China’s foreign ministry stated that both parties would
pursue "constructive" contact to improve relations. The
Vatican expressed its dedication to “respectful and
constructive dialogue” for the benefit of the Catholic
Church and the Chinese people.

Relations between China and the Vatican were severed
over 70 years ago, leaving China’s estimated 12 million
Catholics divided between a state-recognized church
and an underground one loyal to Rome. [AP_ News]

China and Russia strengthen maritime
cooperation with expanded joint patrols
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(to) Chinese and Russian coastguard leaders have
pledged to expand cooperation in “far seas” regions
during a meeting in Beijing on October 21. This
commitment follows recent joint patrols in the Arctic
and northern Pacific, showcasing their coordinated
efforts to maintain maritime stability and address
regional security concerns (see AiR No. 41,
October/2024, 2).

Chinese coastguard chief Major General Yu Zhong and
his Russian counterpart, Admiral Roman Tolok,
emphasized “pragmatic maritime cooperation” and
discussed ways to improve joint operations at
extended distances.

This meeting builds on a 2023 memorandum of
understanding aimed at enhancing maritime law
enforcement between the two nations. In September,
the Chinese coastguard vessels participated in drills
with Russia in the Sea of Japan, focusing on combating
security threats, conducting rescues, and handling
maritime law enforcement scenarios.

Both countries view these exercises as essential to
deepening their strategic maritime partnership and
enhancing security in key regions, like the Arctic, where
they share mutual interests in shipping routes and
resource access [South China Morning Post]

Xi and Putin discuss strengthened
strategic partnership at BRICS summit in
Kazan

(to) Chinese President Xi Jinping met with Russian
President Vladimir Putin during the BRICS Summit in
Kazan last week, reaffirming the strategic partnership
between their nations. Xi emphasized the enduring 75-
year China-Russia relationship built on mutual respect,
cooperation, and non-alliance. The leaders highlighted
the importance of aligning China’s Belt and Road
Initiative with Russia’s Eurasian Economic Union to
advance their economic goals and maintain stability in
the face of global challenges. Both countries reiterated
their commitment to safeguarding international
fairness, promoting multilateral cooperation, and
addressing issues significant to the Global South.

Xi and Putin also discussed regional security and the
significance of commemorating the 80th anniversary of
the World Anti-Fascist War next year. Both leaders
praised each other’s support within BRICS, pledging to
work closely on upcoming initiatives under the
expanded BRICS framework and stressing that their
partnership will continue to be an example of
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collaboration among major powers [Ministry of Foreign
Affairs, China]

Xi furthermore described his partnership with Putin as
a stabilizing force amid “chaos” in the world, reflecting
both countries’ shared opposition to what they view as
US and Western hegemony. Xi emphasized a long-
lasting “friendship” between China and Russia as
essential for regional stability.

Putin, affirming the alliance, labeled their cooperation
a “main stabilizing factor on the world stage,” and both
leaders committed to enhancing coordination on
international platforms. [Reuters]

China denies knowledge of North Korean
troops in Russia

(to) The Chinese Foreign Ministry stated that it was
unaware of any North Korean troops being stationed
in Russia, following assertions from the United States.
[Ministry of Foreign Affairs, China]

US officials, including Defense Secretary Lloyd Austin,
claimed there is evidence that around 3,000 North
Korean soldiers were in Russia, possibly to assist in the
conflict in Ukraine.

These developments come after the White House also
reported that North Korean troops are training at
Russian military bases, potentially marking an
escalation in Russia’s ongoing war with Ukraine, which
began in February 2022. [Reuters]

China, India meeting signals warming
relations

(alk) Chinese President Xi Jinping and Indian Prime
Minister Narendra Modi held their first formal bilateral
meeting in five years at the BRICS summit in Kazan,
Russia, signaling a potential thaw in relations between
the nuclear-armed neighbors. Their last summit talks
took place in October 2019 in the southern Indian
town of Mamallapuram. [Al Jazeera] [BBC]

The meeting, held on October 23, came days after an
agreement on patrolling arrangements along their
disputed 3,500 km Himalayan border, where deadly
clashes occurred in 2020 (see AiR No. 43,
October/2024, 4).
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Xi urged cooperation between China and India,
emphasizing their roles as major developing countries
and members of the global south. He called for the
nations to "properly handle" differences and set an
example for others by promoting a multipolar world
and democratic international relations. [Ministry of
Foreign Affairs, Chinal

India's readout of the meeting highlighted the
importance of stable bilateral relations for regional
and global peace, with both sides agreeing that special
representatives would meet soon to manage peace
along the Line of Actual Control (LAC) and seek a fair
border resolution. [Ministry of External Affairs, India]

While details of the border agreement were not
disclosed, some analysts remain skeptical about a
significant breakthrough. The 2020 clashes had led to a
deterioration Sino-Indian relations and a military
buildup and restrictions on Chinese foreign investment
in India, with New Delhi insisting on peace along the
LAC before normal relations could resume. Tensions
had further escalated last year when Xi skipped a G20
summit in New Delhi, reportedly due to India's
meetings in disputed regions.

Despite strained diplomatic ties, China remains India's
largest source of imports, with a significant trade
deficit favoring Beijing. Some Indian officials advocate
easing investment restrictions to boost the country's
"China plus one" manufacturing strategy. [Financial
Times]

China urges Indonesia for diplomatic
resolution after Natuna coastguard
encounters

(alk) China seeks to resolve maritime disputes with
Indonesia diplomatically, according to its foreign
ministry on 24 October, following two recent incidents
in the North Natuna Sea. [Ministry of Foreign Affairs,
China]

Indonesia's maritime agency, Bakamla, reported that a
Chinese coastguard vessel was escorted out of the
waters twice, on October 21 and October 24, for
allegedly disrupting seismic survey activities by state-
owned oil firm PT Pertamina.

Bakamla stated it would continue patrolling the area to
protect Indonesia's sovereignty and ensure
uninterrupted seismic data collection. However,
China’s foreign ministry defended the coastguard's
actions, claiming the vessel was conducting routine
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patrols in waters under China's jurisdiction, in line with
international and domestic laws. [South China Morning
Post]

China deepens trade ties with
Afghanistan

(alk) China will grant Afghanistan tariff-free access to
its construction, energy, and consumer markets,
China's ambassador to Afghanistan, Zhao Xing,
announced on October 24. This move aims to boost
trade with the Taliban, which has controlled
Afghanistan since 2021, despite China refraining from
formally recognizing the regime due to international
concerns over human rights.

Afghanistan holds valuable mineral resources like
lithium, copper, and iron, which could support China's
supply chains and provide the Taliban with critical
economic support as Afghanistan’s economy faces
collapse. China imported USD 64 million worth of
goods from Afghanistan last year, mostly pine nuts, but
Afghanistan is seeking foreign investment to tap into
its mineral wealth.

China recently extended duty-free access for goods
from several developing nations, effective December 1,
as part of its push for economic partnerships.
Afghanistan is also interested in joining China's Belt
and Road Initiative and the China-Pakistan Economic
Corridor, a USD 62 billion connectivity project linking
China's Xinjiang region to Pakistan's Arabian Sea port
of Gwadar. [Reuters]

China, Iran to deepen cooperation on
renewables

(alk) At the 24th Iran International Electricity Exhibition
(IEE 2024), Iranian Energy Minister Ali-Abadi shared
details of recent talks in China aimed at boosting
cooperation in renewable energy. Iran presented its
renewable energy potential to Chinese companies and
invited them to visit Iran to explore joint projects.

China has led the global push in green energy, as
noted by a New York Times article from mid-September.
In 2023, the world added 425 gigawatts of new solar
power capacity; China contributed 263 gigawatts,
compared to just 33 from the US from 2019 to 2023,
China’'s new capacity increased eightfold, while other
countries made only modest gains.
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Beyond solar, China is building nearly two-thirds of
large global solar and wind projects this year,
deploying renewable energy at a scale over eight times
that of any other nation. In 2022, China produced
around 90 percent of the world's solar wafers and
cells. This massive investment underscores China's
commitment to a green future and its accelerating
progress beyond global targets.

China’s recent moves to deepen economic ties with
Afghanistan and Iran indicate a strategic effort to
expand its influence in the Middle East and Central
Asia while counterbalancing Western economic power
and influence in these regions. [Tehran Times]

Modi, Xi meeting at BRICS summit after
border accord signals thaw in frosty India-
China ties

(ad/Im) Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi and
Chinese President Xi Jinping held their first formal
bilateral talks in five years during the BRICS summit in
Kazan, Russia, on October 23. The meeting came after
the two countries reached a significant agreement to
ease the military standoff along the Line of Actual
Control (LAC) in eastern Ladakh. This standoff began
four-and-a-half years ago following deadly clashes in
2020, which resulted in casualties on both sides.

The Kazan talks focused on stabilizing bilateral ties,
with both leaders emphasizing the importance of
maintaining amicable relations for regional and global
stability. Xi highlighted the need for careful
management of disputes, while Modi stressed the
necessity of predictable ties. Both leaders agreed to
support the aspirations of developing nations and
foster multi-polarity in global affairs.

The accord aims to resume troop patrols along the
disputed frontier, specifically targeting the Depsang
Plains and Demchok—two key friction points where
patrolling had been blocked since the standoff began.
The agreement, seen as a step toward de-escalation,
involves dismantling temporary structures such as
prefabricated sheds and tents. However, it remains
unclear if the disengagement will cover the entire
disputed border or just the affected areas of Depsang
and Demchok. [The Hindu] [Al Jazeera] [Voice of
America]

While the troop disengagement has begun, Indian
External Affairs Minister S. Jaishankar cautioned that
this is only the initial phase of normalization. He
stressed that trust-building and broader de-escalation
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efforts, including a complete boundary settlement, will
require sustained engagement. The standoff had led to
significant military buildups and disrupted diplomatic
and economic ties, with India restricting Chinese
investments and visas during the period.

India has also intensified its infrastructure
development along the border to support effective
military deployment. However, contentious issues,
such as China's claim over India's eastern state of
Arunachal Pradesh, persist and will require further
diplomatic efforts. The Kazan meeting prompted
directives for both countries' foreign ministers and
national security advisors to strategize additional steps
toward de-escalation. [The Indian Express]

India seeks stable ties with Bangladesh,
says envoy

(ad) Indian High Commissioner to Bangladesh Pranay
Verma emphasized India’'s commitment to maintaining
a "stable, positive, and constructive" relationship with
Bangladesh. Addressing participants of the 2024
National Defence College course in Dhaka's Mirpur,
Verma stated that India aims for a partnership based
on mutual interdependence, where the people of both
nations remain key stakeholders.

Verma discussed India’s foreign policy approach, which
seeks to promote a rules-based international order
while advocating for the interests of the Global South.
He highlighted India's "Neighbourhood First" policy,
"Act East Policy," SAGAR (Security and Growth for All in
the Region) doctrine, and Indo-Pacific Vision, all of
which underscore India's broader engagement
strategy and focus on inclusive, sustainable
development.

The envoy also underscored India’s support for
reforms in global governance and a long-term vision
for strengthened ties with Bangladesh, built on shared
interests and regional stability. [The Daily Star]

India, Germany leaders discuss
strengthening ties during New Delhi talks

(Im) Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi and German
Chancellor Olaf Scholz co-chaired the 7th
Intergovernmental Consultations (IGC) in New Delhi
from October 25-26, emphasizing deeper economic,
defense, and diplomatic ties. The discussions come
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amid efforts by both nations to counter China's
influence in the Indo-Pacific region and bolster
strategic collaboration.

During the talks, Modi and Scholz signed 27
agreements covering defense, renewable energy,
information technology, critical technologies, and skill
development. Scholz's visit marks his third to India
since becoming chancellor in 2021, underscoring
Germany's growing interest in India as a key strategic
partner. Highlighting this intent, Scholz stated, “In this
world, we need friends and allies — just like India and
Germany.”

In addition to the IGC, Modi and Scholz inaugurated
the Asia-Pacific Conference of German Business (APK),
underscoring the economic dimension of their
discussions. Scholz emphasized the importance of an
accelerated free trade agreement (FTA) between India
and the European Union, stressing the benefits for
both sides. “If we work together, this could happen in
months rather than years,” Scholz remarked. Modi
agreed, reinforcing the potential for economic growth
through greater collaboration.

A key outcome of the IGC was the launch of the Asia-
Pacific Conference of German Business (APK),
emphasizing the economic dimension of the
partnership. Both leaders pushed for an accelerated
India-EU free trade agreement, with Scholz calling for
"swift progress" to secure mutual benefits. Modi
echoed these sentiments, highlighting the economic
growth potential through greater collaboration.

Defense cooperation emerged as a central focus, with
both leaders committing to increased defense
collaboration. Scholz noted Germany's interest in
exporting advanced defense equipment and co-
producing weapons with India. German companies,
including ThyssenKrupp Marine Systems, are pursuing
contracts to build six submarines for the Indian Navy.
Airbus is also seeking to sell its A400M transport
aircraft to India, further expanding bilateral defense
ties.

The two-day consultations coincided with joint naval
exercises in Goa, involving German naval ships as part
of Berlin's Indo-Pacific deployment. Scholz emphasized
the importance of open seas and adherence to
international law, while Modi welcomed the naval
presence as a step toward stronger maritime security
cooperation.

Scholz also pushed for skilled Indian workers to
address Germany's labor shortages, announcing a
significant increase in Indian visas from 20,000 to



90,000. This move aims to bolster Germany's
workforce in sectors like healthcare, IT, and nursing.

On geopolitical issues, Scholz urged India to play a
more active role in ending the Russia-Ukraine conflict,
emphasizing the need to protect Ukraine's sovereignty.
Modi maintained India’s neutral stance, advocating
diplomatic solutions.

Modi also called for reforms to global institutions like
the United Nations Security Council, asserting that
current structures cannot address 21st-century
challenges effectively. He raised concerns about
China's activities in the Indo-Pacific, underscoring the
importance of protecting freedom of navigation and
upholding the rule of law. [Associated Press] [Euro
News] [Deutsche Welle 1] [Deutsche Welle 2]

Germany's recent "Focus on India" policy, adopted
before the IGC, reflects Berlin's broader strategy to
enhance cooperation with India, transitioning the
relationship from primarily economic to a more
comprehensive strategic partnership. [Federal Foreign
Office]

Prime Ministers of India, Spain unveil Tata-Airbus
unit for C-295 production

(Im/ad) Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi and
Spanish Prime Minister Pedro Sanchez launched India’s
first private military aircraft facility in Vadodara,
Guijarat, on October 28. The Tata Aircraft Complex will
manufacture Airbus C-295 transport planes for the
Indian Air Force, marking a major step in India’s
defense and aerospace manufacturing sector. The
facility, a collaboration between Airbus Spain and Tata,
aims to produce 40 aircraft in India, following the
delivery of 16 from Spain. The first Indian-made C-295
is expected by 2026.

The EUR 2.3 billion deal, signed in 2021, aligns with
Modi's vision to transform India into a global
manufacturing hub and modernize its defense sector.
Sanchez highlighted the project as a testament to
Modi's strategy to attract investment and foster
European collaborations. During his visit, Sanchez also
discussed trade, IT, renewable energy, and defense
ties with Modi, marking the first Spanish leader’s visit
to India in 18 years.

India-Spain trade reached nearly EUR 9.2 billion in
2023, with over 200 Spanish companies operating in
India. [Euro News] [TIME]
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India’s top three defense export customers in the last
fiscal year were the United States, France, and
Armenia, reflecting India’s growing efforts to expand its
indigenous defense exports globally. Currently, India
exports military equipment to over 100 countries.

Exports to the US include aircraft and helicopter parts
made for defense majors like Lockheed Martin and
Boeing. France receives software and electronic
systems, while Armenia has procured artillery guns,
rocket launchers, and weapon locating radars from
India.

Since 2014-15, India's defense production has tripled,
reaching INR 1.27 trillion (USD 15.2 billion) in the last
fiscal year, with the private sector contributing 21
percent. Major platforms produced domestically
include the Tejas fighter jets, warships, submarines,
and Akash missile systems. [ANI]

Indonesia holds bilateral meetings on
sidelines of Kazan BRICS summit

(gk/ft) On the sidelines of last week’s BRICS (Brazil,
Russia, India, China, and South Africa) summit in
Kazan, Russia, Indonesia held several bilateral
meetings.

Indonesia’s Foreign Minister Sugiono met with the
Secretary-General of the Executive Committee of the
Palestine Liberation Organization (PLO), Hussien Al
Sheikh. During the meeting, Indonesia reaffirmed its
strong commitment to Palestine’s struggle for
independence, reiterating its political support,
humanitarian aid for Palestine, and advocacy for a
permanent ceasefire. [Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the
Republic of Indonesia 1, in Indonesian]

Sugiono also held discussions with Malaysia’s
Economic Minister, Hon. Tuan Mohd Rafizi Bin Ramli,
focusing on bilateral and regional issues. He
emphasized the importance of cooperation in
education and human resource development,
particularly through student exchanges, and
reaffirmed Indonesia’s full support for Malaysia’s
ASEAN chairmanship in 2025. The two ministers also
discussed the expansion of BRICS membership. Both
nations have recently announced their intention to
apply for membership. [Ministry of Foreign Affairs of
the Republic of Indonesia 2, in Indonesian] [Antara]
[Tempo.co 1]

In addition, Sugiono met with his Thai counterpart,
Maris Sangiampongsa. Both foreign ministers agreed
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on the importance of enhancing regional and global
cooperation, including through ASEAN, the United
Nations, BRICS, and other forums. They emphasized
the strategic significance of their partnership and
agreed on the need for inclusive efforts to resolve the
Myanmar crisis. Sugiono stressed ASEAN solidarity
amid geopolitical shifts, while Thailand expressed hope
for Indonesia’s continued role in regional diplomacy.
[Tempo.co 2]

Lastly, a meeting took place between Indonesia and
New Development Bank (NDB) President Dilma
Rousseff, during which Indonesia was encouraged to
join the NDB, with prospects for future cooperation
being welcomed. The NDB, founded by BRICS
members in 2014, focuses on financing infrastructure
and sustainable development in emerging economies.
Rousseff highlighted that Indonesia’s national
programs - such as public housing, school sanitation,
and energy transitions - align well with NDB's mission
of addressing inequality and fostering sustainable
growth. [Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of
Indonesia 3, in Indonesian]

Chinese coast guard ships expelled from
Indonesia’s North Natuna Sea again

(mu) Indonesian Coast Guard (Bakamla) vessel KN
Pulau Dana-323 expelled a Chinese coast guard shiap
trying to enter the Indonesian waters in the North
Natuna Sea, Riau Islands, on October 24. This week,
Bakamla expelled the CCG (China Coast Guard) 5402
vessel to prevent it from disrupting the activities of
Indonesian ships, particularly the MV Geo Coral ship.

Earlier on October 21, Bakamla patrol ship KN Tanjung
Datu-301 had expelled the same ship from Indonesian
waters, disrupting the survey and seismic data
processing activities carried out by PT Pertamina, the
state's petroleum company, through the MV Geo Coral.
[CNBC Indonesia, in Indonesian] [Tempo.co, in
Indonesian]

In recent years, Indonesia has witnessed Chinese ships
enters Indonesia's jurisdictional waters, including
Indonesia's exclusive economic zone (EEZ). However,
China unilaterally claims that the waters are under its
jurisdiction based on its historical claim within the 10-
dash-line. [Antara]

Japan-US military exercise in full swing
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(hs) The Japan Self-Defense Forces (JSDF) and U.S.
military are conducting the “Keen Sword 25" exercise,
running from 23 October to 1 November at various
Japanese locations. This biennial exercise aims to
reinforce the U.S.-Japan alliance through joint training
that enhances combat readiness and interoperability,
grounded in shared values, regional security, and Indo-
Pacific stability.

In this year's exercise, U.S. service branches, including
the Navy, Marine Corps, Army, Air Force, Space Force,
and Coast Guard, are training with JSDF, as well as
Australian and Canadian partners, across mainland
Japan, Okinawa, and surrounding waters. Amphibious
landings on Japanese islands are being conducted by
the Japan Ground Self-Defense Force’s (JGSDF)
Amphibious Rapid Deployment Brigade (ARDB)
alongside U.S. Marines from Ill Marine Expeditionary
Force (Il MEF), demonstrating the rapid-response
capability of both nations' forces to counter potential
regional threats. [US Pacific Fleet]

Japan, US hold security meeting

(hs) U.S. National Security Advisor Jake Sullivan met
with his Japanese counterpart Akiba Takeo in
Washington, D.C., to discuss bilateral cooperation and
shared security challenges.

Sullivan conveyed readiness for working with Prime
Minister Ishiba's new administration to further
strengthen the U.S.-Japan partnership, a priority
underscored during former Prime Minister Kishida's
official visit to the U.S. in April.

During the meeting, both advisors reviewed progress
on key initiatives from that visit, including the
enhancement of bilateral defense cooperation and
economic security. They also discussed global and
regional security concerns, focusing on Russia's actions
in Ukraine and North Korea's (DPRK) recent troop
deployments to Russia, which may be intended for use
in the conflict.

Sullivan and Akiba reaffirmed the importance of the
U.S.-Japan Alliance in maintaining deterrence in the
Indo-Pacific region and supporting a free, rules-based
international order. [US White House]

Laos strengthens bilateral ties at ASEAN
Inter-Parliamentary Summit
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(mt) On the sidelines of the 45th ASEAN Inter-
Parliamentary Assembly (AIPA) Summit in Vientiane,
Laos held a number of bilateral talks to strengthen its
international cooperation and relations.

Cambodia

Lao National Assembly President Xaysomphone
Phomvihane met with Cambodian National Assembly
President Khuon Sudary to discuss enhancing
connectivity through the Lao-China railway and
expanding infrastructure links between the two
nations. Both leaders recognized the importance of
legislative cooperation and agreed to continue
exchanging delegations, focusing on border area
councils. They concluded with a commitment to
deepen bilateral ties and enhance cooperation in
regional parliamentary forums. [Lao News Agency]

Thailand

Xaysomphone Phomvihane held a meeting with the
Speaker of Thailand's House of Representatives, Wan
Muhamad Noor Matha, to discuss cooperation in areas
such as economy and tourism. [Pattaya Mail]

Belarus

Laos and Belarus signed a memorandum of
understanding (MOU) to enhance cooperation
between their legislative bodies. The agreement aims
to strengthen ties across key sectors, including politics,
trade, education, and healthcare.

During their talks, both leaders committed to future
cooperation through high-level visits, joint seminars,
and project implementation. [Vientiane Times]

Laos holds bilateral meetings at BRICS
summit

(mt) On the sidelines of last week’s BRICS summit in
Kazan, Russia, Lao leaders held a number of bilateral
meetings.

China

Chinese President Xi Jinping has called for China and

Laos to strengthen their Belt and Road Initiative (BRI)
partnership, focusing on the China-Laos Railway and

the China-Laos Economic Corridor. Meeting with Lao

President Thongloun Sisoulith Xi emphasized China's
commitment to deepening ties with Laos, referring to
the two nations as "comrades and brothers."
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Thongloun reaffirmed Laos’ commitment to the one-
China policy, expressing strong support for China's
core interests.

During their talks, the two presidents discussed
increasing trade, cultural exchanges, and strategic
trust. [Vientiane Times]

Meanhwile, the Lao National Chamber of Commerce
and Industry recently met with a Chinese business
group to explore the export potential of Laos' durian
sector. Vice President Bounlert Luangpasert
highlighted the sector's rapid growth and the
importance of the Lao-China railway for transport.

The Ministry of Agriculture and Forestry has approved
16-17 plant varieties for export, with a 98 percent tax
exemption from China. Chinese representative Wang
Jun proposed establishing a fertilizer factory and
creating a Lao Durian Business Association to focus on
quality control, disease resistance, and sustainable
production. [Lao News Agency 1]

Vietham

President Thongloun Sisoulith and Vietnamese Prime
Minister Pham Minh Chinh exchanged updates on their
countries' socio-economic development and praised
the effective coordination between their ministries and
localities. They agreed to enhance cooperation in
connectivity projects between Vietnam, Laos, and
Cambodia, as well as in security, defense, and trade.
[Lao News Agency 2]

Azerbaijan

President Thongloun Sisoulith met with Azerbaijani
President Ilham Aliyev to explore ways to deepen
relations between their countries. The two leaders
shared a mutual commitment to furthering
cooperation in trade, investment, education, energy,
and tourism. [Lao News Agency]

Russia

During a meeting with Laotian President Thongloun
Sisoulith, Russian President Vladimir Putin
acknowledged the growing trade relationship between
their countries, marking 30 years since the Treaty on
Amity and 65 years of diplomatic relations.

Both presidents pledged to enhance economic
cooperation and support each other in multilateral
frameworks. They highlighted achievements in politics
and education, committing to advance agreements
from Thongloun's previous visit, focusing on trade,
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investment, and tourism. Thongloun thanked Russia
for its support in Laos' development, while Putin
recognized Laos' role in regional diplomacy. [Vientiane
Times 1][Vientiane Times 2]

Japan grants USD 107,000 for education in
Laos

(mt) The Government of Japan has announced a grant
of USD 107,000 aimed at improving educational
facilities in Bokeo Province, Laos. On October 24,
Japanese Ambassador to Laos, Koizumi Tsutomu, and
Somphit Chanthavong, Director of the Office of
Education and Sports for Huayxay District, signed the
grant contract in Vientiane.

This funding will facilitate the construction of a new
school building and toilet facilities at Toup
Kindergarten and Primary School, along with providing
essential school furniture. Additionally, the school will
be relocated to higher ground to mitigate future flood
risks. Ambassador Koizumi emphasized the
importance of enhancing the educational environment
to combat declining enrolment in Laos. Since 1992,
Japan has contributed over USD 1 million to various
projects in Bokeo, focusing on education,
infrastructure, and agriculture, reaffirming its
commitment to grassroots development in Laos. [Lao
News Agency]

In addition, the Japanese government has pledged USD
20 million for the expansion of Wattay International
Airport in Vientiane. The funding agreement was
signed by Laos’ Deputy Minister of Foreign Affairs,
Phoxay Khaykhamphithoune, and Ambassador
Koizumi Tsutomu. This upgrade is part of Laos'
strategy to improve regional connectivity, particularly
important for the landlocked nation. The government
anticipates that increasing passenger traffic will drive
economic development, boosting tourism and
commerce. To support this growth, enhanced airport
facilities and a more skilled workforce are essential.
[Vientiane Times]

Lao-Cuban Friendship Association
reaffirms support for Cuba

(mt) The Lao-Cuban Friendship Association (LCFA) has
expressed solidarity with the Cuban people amid their
current struggles. In a statement addressed to ICAP

President Fernando Gonzalez, LCFA President Chaleun
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Yiapaoheu expressed confidence in Cuba's resilience
and the leadership of the Communist Party of Cuba.

The LCFA highlighted the difficulties stemming from
Cuba's critical energy situation and the impact of the
U.S. blockade. Cuban Ambassador to Laos, Enna Viant,
thanked Vientiane for its ongoing support during a
recent meeting, which also featured the presentation
of a bilingual edition of “Solidarity” from “Memoirs of a
Cuban Doctor.” [Lao News Agency]

Australia provides flood-affected primary
schools in Laos with new textbooks

(mt) In response to severe floods in September caused
by Typhoon Yagi, primary schools in three districts of
Luang Namtha province have received 7,740 textbooks
and 1,530 teacher guides from Australia. This initiative
aims to replace the educational materials lost in the
disaster, which affected 1,800 students and teachers at
17 schools.

On October 16, Australia's Deputy Head of Mission,
Benita Sommerville, and Deputy Minister of Education
and Sports, Dr. Samlane Phankhavong, handed over
the learning materials to provincial authorities.

The donated materials cover essential subjects for
grades one to five, including Lao language, science,
and English. [Vientiane Times]

Laos and Vietnam deepen ties through
border defense and railway integration

(mt) The 2nd Vietnam-Laos Border Defense Friendship
Exchange marked a significant step in strengthening
the relationship between Vietnam and Laos,
emphasizing both defense collaboration and
infrastructure integration. Vietnam’s Defense Minister
General Phan Van Giang and Laos’ Deputy Prime
Minister and Defense Minister General Chansamone
Chanyalath led the exchange, which featured a joint
exercise on cross-border drug trafficking prevention
along their shared 2,300-km border.

The event included inaugurating a new classroom
funded by Vietnam's Ministry of National Defense in
Son La, underlining Vietnam's commitment to
supporting educational infrastructure in Laos’ remote
regions. In a symbolic gesture of military solidarity, the
leaders also laid the foundation for new barracks at
Laos' Border Company 214. The exchange highlighted
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defense diplomacy as essential to their partnership,
with joint patrols and collaborative security efforts
underscoring a shared vision for peace and stability.
[People's Army Newspaper (PAN)I[PAN 2][PAN 3][PAN
4]

Parallel to defense cooperation, Vietnam and Laos are
accelerating plans for the Vientiane-Vung Ang railway
project to boost regional connectivity. Meeting at the
recent BRICS Summit, Laos’ President Thongloun
Sisoulith and Vietnam'’s Prime Minister Pham Minh
Chinh affirmed that this 554.7-km railway, set to link
Laos to Vietnam’s Vung Ang seaport by 2027, will
provide Laos critical access to maritime routes across
Asia.

The railway project aims to enhance Laos’ economic
reach, facilitate trade, and strengthen ties between the
two nations. This event and the railway initiative
underscore a broader commitment to fostering the
“great friendship” between Vietnam and Laos, reflected
not only in mutual security but also in ambitious
infrastructure aimed at long-term economic and social
integration. [Vientiane Times][Lao News Agency]
[Laotian Times]

Laos to boost durian exports to China

(mt) The Lao National Chamber of Commerce recently
engaged with a Chinese business delegation to boost
Laos' durian export potential, emphasizing the role of
the Laos-China railway in trade. Vice President
Bounlert Luangpasert highlighted the economic
opportunities for Laos, where 16-17 durian varieties
have been approved for export by the Ministry of
Agriculture. A 98 percent tax exemption offered by
China makes the venture even more attractive,
spurring discussions around establishing a fertilizer
plant and a Lao Durian Business Association to
standardize quality and enhance sustainable practices.

The association will focus on grading, pricing, and
quality checks, while a Lao Durian Vocational
Association and Research Centre will educate farmers
on best practices and disease-resistant crops, creating
a competitive edge for Laos despite rivals like Malaysia
and Thailand. [Lao News Agency][Laotian Times]
[Vientiane Times]

Parallel to this, the 1,000-km Laos-China Railway,
operational since 2021, has enhanced Laos' access to
Chinese and regional markets, significantly cutting
transportation costs. Exports to China increased from
USD 2.22 billion in 2021 to USD 2.5 billion in 2023, and
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the railway is now integral to Laos’ mineral and
agricultural exports, including durian. It has also
spurred local logistics, tourism, and warehousing
developments.

In tourism, the railway has fueled Chinese arrivals, with
over 641,000 visiting in 2023, a major increase from
2022. Meanwhile, new regional projects, such as a
proposed railway bridge connecting Vientiane to
Thailand’s Nong Khai Province, emphasizes Laos'
growing role as a regional logistics hub. Recent exports
of Chinese new energy buses to Vientiane via the
railway signal the deepening of Laos-China trade links,
supporting Laos' transit infrastructure and economic
growth through sustainable transport solutions. [Lao
News Agency][Laotian Times]

New Vietnam-funded irrigation system
inaugurated in Laos

(mt) On October 21, an irrigation system funded by the
Vietnamese Government was inaugurated in Nongbok
district, Khammouane province, Laos.

The irrigation system will support agricultural
production by irrigating 500 hectares across four
villages in Nongbok district. Khammouane province's
Governor, Vanxay Phongsavanh, expressed gratitude
for the project, urging local authorities to maximize its
benefits for the community. Hai held discussions with
Lao provincial leaders and donated 1 billion VND to
support local initiatives, reinforcing the commitment to
strengthening cooperation between the two nations.
[Laos News Agency]

Laos and Myanmar strengthen
cooperation on migrant labor

(mt) Laos and Myanmar have signed a Memorandum
of Understanding (MOU) to enhance cooperation on
migrant labor. The agreement aims to formalize plans
for managing migrant labor between the two nations
and strengthen bilateral relations. Under the MOU,
both countries will work closely to ensure the legal
rights and protections of migrant workers.

A joint committee will be established to oversee the
agreement’s implementation, with goals to improve
workforce skills, expand employment opportunities,
and enhance social security, while also addressing
issues related to illegal labor. [Vientiane Times]
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Russia donates cooking oil to support
school meals in flood-affected regions of
Laos

(mt) Russian Ambassador Vladimir Kalinin has handed
over 47 metric tons of cooking oil to Laos’ Ministry of
Education and Sports, as part of a food aid initiative to
support school meals in rural areas impacted by recent
floods. The donation, consisting of 3,400 boxes of
fortified vegetable oil, will provide lunches for primary
school students in 12 districts across Luang Namtha
and Phongsaly provinces. This aid is part of Russia’s
broader contribution to school meal programs in Laos,
valued at USD 2 million.

The donation will help alleviate malnutrition, a
significant issue in Laos, where 33 percentof children
under five suffer from stunted growth.

Russia has been a key ally of the Lao government since
2018, supporting resilience-building efforts and school
meal programs in four northern provinces. [The
Laotian Times]

Malaysia and Vietnam discuss ASEAN
unity and cooperation

(ga) Malaysia's House of Representatives Speaker Tan
SriJohari Abdul and his Vietnam'’s National Assembly
Chairman Tran Thanh Man discussed enhancing
ASEAN's resilience and unity during a meeting in Hanoi
on October 23. Both leaders emphasized the potential
for collaboration between Malaysia and Vietnam,
especially in the green economy, digitalization, and
technological innovation, which are crucial for the
region’'s economic growth.

They further reaffirmed their commitment to
sustainable development and the shared vision of
maintaining ASEAN as a stable and prosperous bloc
capable of addressing global challenges like climate
change, peace, and economic recovery. [Bernamal

Chairman Man proposed increasing bilateral trade to
USD 18 billion and enhancing collaboration in
investment, energy, and Halal production, including
training on Halal certification for Vietnamese
businesses.

They laso discussed maritime cooperation and
supported ASEAN's stance on the East Sea, including
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implementing the Declaration on the Conduct of
Parties (DOC) and negotiating a Code of Conduct
(COCQ). The meeting also highlighted the need to
deepen parliamentary ties, with plans for a future
cooperation agreement between the Vietnamese and
Malaysian legislatures. [Vietnam+]

Malaysia-Thailand border road project to
enhance connectivity and security

(ga) The construction of a road linking Malaysia's Bukit
Kayu Hitam 1CQS Complex to Thailand's Sadao CIQ
Complex is underway to enhance cross-border ties and
improve border security. Malaysian Home Minister
Nasution Ismail stated that the project, which includes
a 900-meter dual-carriageway and a 300-meter
Standard Service Road, aims to facilitate economic
activities and vehicle flow between the two nations.

Additionally, the project involves upgrading
infrastructure, such as rebuilding facilities at the 5th
Border Regiment Camp and creating a new Final
Control Post. The initiative follows an agreement
between Malaysian Prime Minister Anwar Ibrahim and
former Thai Prime Minister Srettha Thavisin to
expedite construction to support trade and tourism.
[New Straits Times] [Bernama]

Prime Minister of Ethiopia visits Malaysia

(ga) Ethiopian Prime Minister Abiy Ahmed Al
undertook his first official visit to Malaysia from
October 25 to 26. He was accompanied by First Lady
Zinash Tayachew Bere, Minister of Foreign Affairs Dr.
Gedion Timotheos, along with cabinet ministers and
senior government officials.

Upon arrival, Prime Minister Abiy was welcomed by
Malaysian Prime Minister Anwar Ibrahim in an official
ceremony, followed by bilateral meetings. The
discussions focused on strengthening Malaysia-
Ethiopia relations, particularly in areas such as trade
and investment, agriculture, the halal industry,
sustainable development, health, tourism, and
education. Additionally, both leaders addressed
regional and international issues of mutual interest. A
joint press conference was held after the meetings.

In 2023, Malaysia was Ethiopia’s 26th largest trading
partner in Africa, with bilateral trade valued at MYR
446.8 million (USD 101.5 million). Malaysian exports to
Ethiopia reached MYR 358.6 million (USD 81.5 million),
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marking a 24.6% increase from the previous year. Key
exports included electrical and electronic products,
palm oil and related agricultural products, chemicals,
and textiles, resulting in a trade balance favorable to
Malaysia. [Ministry of Foreign Affairs Malaysia]
[Bernama]

Malaysian and Australian armies conduct
HARINGGAROO Forest exercise

(ga) The Malaysian and Australian armies concluded
the HARINGGAROO Series 74/2024 exercise, which
took place in Sarawak from October 24 to 27. This
exercise involved Malaysia's 3rd Royal Ranger
Regiment, comprising 41 officers and 324 personnel,
and the Australian Rifle Company Butterworth (RCB),
with nine officers and 98 personnel.

The training focused on sharing expertise in forest
operations and anti-insurgency warfare as part of the
Malaysian Australian Joint Defence Programme
(MAJDP), which began in 1977. The exercise consisted
of two stages: a Cross Training Exercise (CTX) and a
Field Training Exercise (FTX), culminating in an assault
on a simulated enemy camp.

Additionally, Civil Military Cooperation (CIMIC) activities
took place at a local school, including landscaping and
book donations to primary school students. [Bernama]

Mongolian coal deliveries to China
rebound amid increased supply and rising
inventories

(fs) Coal shipments from Mongolia to China rebounded
in mid-October after being disrupted by heavy rains in
early September. Over 1,000 trucks
transported Mongolian coal through the Gangimaodu
land port in the week leading to October 18,
significantly higher than the roughly 700 trucks
recorded in early September. This increase follows
improvements in logistics and rising coal production in
both Mongolia and China.

Previously, torrential rain and limited storage capacity
at the Gangimaodu port had slowed coal shipments
from Mongolia. Additionally, traders' reluctance to
make purchases further hindered coal movement.
However, the situation improved with a surge in
Mongolian coal availability, leading to an increase in
China's metallurgical coal inventories.
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As of mid-October, China's metallurgical coal stockpiles
reached 21.04 million metric tons, marking a rise of 2.2
million metric tons compared to the previous year. Key
sectors such as steel and coke production saw notable
increases in coal inventories. Meanwhile, spot trade in
coal weakened slightly as market activity stabilized
following China's Golden Week holidays. [Aki Press]

Mongolian students in China under
investigation for financial transactions
linked to cybercrime

(fs) Two Mongolian students on Chinese government
scholarships are currently under investigation by
Chinese authorities for suspected involvement in
financial misconduct.

The students allegedly received significant sums of
money from unknown Chinese nationals into their
accounts and subsequently transferred these funds to
named individuals in Mongolia.

Mongolia’s Ministry of Foreign Affairs and its embassy
in China have issued warnings to Mongolian students,
citizens, and businesses in China to exercise caution
with cross-border financial transactions. The embassy
warned that involvement in such activities could result
in account suspensions or closures and stressed the
importance of safeguarding personal and financial
security while studying or working in China. [News.mn]

China pushes military cooperation as
junta airstrikes hit border regions

(sc) In a meeting on October 25, Chinese Ambassador
Ma Jia and Myanmar junta's Deputy Leader Soe Win
discussed enhanced military cooperation, focusing on
technology, information sharing, and stability along the
Myanmar-China border. This dialogue comes amid
China’s recent complaints about escalating violence
affecting its consulate in Mandalay and increased
border tensions due to junta airstrikes targeting rebel-
held areas near China. Ambassador Ma, accompanied
by military attaché Qu Zhe, has been actively
strengthening ties with Myanmar’s military leadership,
including meetings with Information Minister Maung
Maung Ohn to discuss expanded media cooperation.
[Global New Light of Myanmar] [The Irrawaddy]

China’'s engagement with Myanmar's junta has grown
significantly since Chinese Foreign Minister Wang Yi's
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visit to Naypyitaw in August, coinciding with intensified
junta offensives against ethnic armed groups. The
regime’s bombing campaigns in Lashio and Myanmar
National Democratic Alliance Army-held areas have
prompted China to close border crossings and press
ethnic armed groups to negotiate. Meanwhile, high-
level exchanges continue, with junta figures like Tin
Aung San recently visiting Beijing, and junta leader Min
Aung Hlaing set to make his first official trip to China,
underscoring China's dual role as an arms supplier and
influential diplomatic supporter of the regime. [The
Irrawaddy]

China shuts border gates in Northern
Shan to pressure ethnic armed groups to
halt clashes with Myanmar military

(tl/nf) China has restricted the transportation of goods
from Myanmar into the border town of Muse,
specifically limiting the import of items such as
electricity, building materials, food, medicines, and
phones. The Myanmar side has also increased
inspections of goods entering from China and
restricted people’'s movement by closing border gates.

Residents in Muse reported that both sides have
tightened controls. On the Chinese side, inspections of
goods entering China, including rice, medicines, food,
consumer goods, and machine oil, have intensified.
With fewer Chinese goods entering through the
border, prices of Chinese-made food and consumer
products in Muse have nearly doubled.

The restrictions are reportedly an effort by China to
pressure a halt to ongoing fighting in Northern Shan
State. All border gates near areas controlled by ethnic
armed groups have been closed. Currently, the Chin
Shwe Haw and Nansan border gates on the Myanmar
side are controlled by the Myanmar National
Democratic Alliance Army (MNDAA). China has also
closed the Khuk Kok (Pan Sai) and Mong Ko border
gates in Muse, further restricting food transportation.
Previously, on August 24, China blocked the Mankha
border trade gate in Nam Ti Township, which is
controlled by the United Wa State Army (UWSA). [Radio
Free Asia 1][The Irrawaddy]

China's border restrictions have forced the prices of
basic supplies - such as rice, fuel, and medicine - to
spiral out of control. Since July, China has shut several
border crossings in ethnic group-controlled areas,
worsening disruptions to supply chains. [Radio Free
Asia 2]
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China fires warning shots at junta jet in
northern Shan state

(sc) China fired warning shots at a Myanmar junta
fighter jet that strayed near its airspace while bombing
Namkham, a resistance-held town in northern Shan
State controlled by the Ta'ang National Liberation Army
(TNLA). The jet repeatedly approached Chinese
airspace near Nongdao, prompting Chinese troops
stationed across the Shweli River to fire shots to deter
it from crossing the border. The aircraft ultimately
returned to drop bombs on TNLA positions near
Namkham and Man Wei Gyi in Kachin State, with no
casualties reported. [The Irrawaddy]

The October 27 incident highlights escalating tensions
between China and Myanmar amid the junta’s ongoing
clashes with the TNLA and other ethnic armed groups
of the Brotherhood Alliance, which recently marked
the one-year anniversary of its Operation 1027
offensive.

The Chinese military previously conducted live-fire
exercises near the Myanmar border in August,
underscoring its concerns about regional stability as
conflict intensifies. The Myanmar regime also launched
airstrikes on the headquarters of the Myanmar
National Democratic Alliance Army (MNDAA), injuring
civilians and damaging infrastructure. [The Irrawaddy]

Myanmar junta imposes 25 percent wage
remittance for migrant workers in Laos

(tl) The Myanmar junta has ordered migrant workers in
Laos to remit a quarter of their salaries back to
Myanmar as the government struggles to secure
foreign currency. The junta's Ministry of Labor has also
imposed stringent requirements on migrant workers in
neighboring Thailand, including mandatory taxes,
remittance of part of their earnings at highly
unfavorable exchange rates through state-owned
banks, and additional fees for essential
documentation.

Increasingly reliant on the remittances of its large
migrant workforce in Laos, where hundreds of
thousands of Myanmar citizens work in sectors like
services, agriculture, and industry, the junta’s policies
have raised significant concerns. Workers fear
substantial losses to their income due to these


https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-slilidl-l-dji/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-slilidl-l-djd/

deductions, which are imposed on top of a 2 percent
tax collected by the Myanmar embassy.

The civilian National Unity Government (NUG) has
condemned these policies as systematic violations of
migrant workers' rights. Kyaw Ni, the NUG's vice labor
minister, remarked that as the military's failures
intensify, it resorts to extracting funds from its people,
now targeting Lao-based laborers. [Radio Free Asia]

Malaysia eyes dialogue to address
Myanmar crisis

(sc) Malaysian Foreign Minister Datuk Seri Mohamad
Hasan has announced plans to engage with Myanmar's
Foreign Minister U Than Swe following his return from
the Commonwealth Heads of Government Meeting
(CHOGM). With Malaysia preparing to assume the
ASEAN chair in 2025, Mohamad emphasized the
importance of constructive dialogue as the situation in
Myanmar remains critical since the 2021 military coup.
He noted promising signals from diverse factions
within Myanmar that could open channels for
meaningful discussions aimed at stability and
inclusivity in the region. [Bernama]

As ASEAN chair, Malaysia will face the dual challenge of
addressing both the Myanmar crisis and the South
China Sea dispute. While Malaysia traditionally
emphasizes balanced diplomacy, Mohamad
underscored Malaysia's intention to facilitate a
productive ASEAN response to Myanmar's internal
conflict, advocating for dialogue rather than external
pressure. His discussions with U Than Swe are
expected to inform ASEAN's collective approach,
signaling Malaysia's commitment to a peaceful
resolution that respects the needs and perspectives of
Myanmar's stakeholders. [South China Morning Post]

Malaysian Prime Minister Anwar Ibrahim has also
raised concerns over rising global tensions and the risk
of external influence fracturing ASEAN. Malaysia’s
longstanding experience in mediating regional conflicts
positions it well to guide the bloc's response,
leveraging its history of non-alignment and promoting
unity. Observers anticipate that Malaysia's leadership
in ASEAN could pave the way for consensus-building
on Myanmar, enhancing the bloc's regional stability as
it navigates complex geopolitical pressures. [South
China Morning Post]



https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-slilidl-l-djh/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-slilidl-l-djk/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-slilidl-l-dju/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-slilidl-l-dtl/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-slilidl-l-dtl/

Myanmar junta and India strengthen ties
with quick impact projects

(sc) Myanmar's junta and India formalized a series of
Quick Impact Projects (QIPs) aimed at supporting
Myanmar's infrastructure and development needs. The
exchange ceremony on October 24, overseen by junta
leader Senior General Min Aung Hlaing, included
agreements on establishing a digital criminal science
lab, enhancing teaching resources, providing solar-
powered rural water supplies, building an Al lab at
Yangon University, and developing pyrolysis
technology to produce fuel from farming waste. These
initiatives align with India’s “Neighborhood First” and
“Act East” policies, seeking to solidify its influence in
Myanmar, a critical bridge between South and
Southeast Asia. [Eleven News]

During the event commemorating the 60th anniversary
of India’s Technical and Economic Cooperation (ITEC)
program, Senior General Min Aung Hlaing
acknowledged India's role as Myanmar's seventh-
largest trade partner, with bilateral trade exceeding
USD 1.15 billion in the 2023-24 fiscal year. Indian
Ambassador Abhay Thakur emphasized ITEC's role in
capacity-building, including training public service and
Union Election Commission staff.

Both sides underscored the importance of human
resources for regional stability and development,
reinforcing strategic cooperation between India and
Myanmar amid evolving regional dynamics. [Eleven
News]

Thai advocacy group urges Thailand to aid
human trafficking victims in Myanmar's
Kayin state

(sc) A Thai advocacy group has called on the Thai
government to assist in the immediate release of over
100 human trafficking victims allegedly forced into
labor by a "Chinese mafia syndicate" in Myanmar's
Kayin state.

According to the Civil Society Network for Victim
Assistance in Human Trafficking, 110 individuals from
nine countries, including Laos, the Philippines, and
Bangladesh, are trapped in areas controlled by the
Democratic Karen Buddhist Army (DKBA) and the
junta-backed Border Guard Force (BGF). The syndicate
reportedly exploits the border region around Mae Sot
to transport victims, who are then forced to operate
scam centers in Myanmar, where they are coerced into
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"pig-butchering" schemes - online fraud involving fake
relationships and investment scams. [Transborder
News] [Radio Free Asia]

The advocacy group highlighted Thailand’s recent
election to the United Nations Human Rights Council,
urging the country to take a proactive stance against
human trafficking along its border. Victims' passports
are often seized, and they face debt bondage, labor
exploitation, and physical abuse, with operators
demanding payment for travel and living costs. The
syndicate’'s scam operations, believed to share profits
with the Myanmar junta and allied militias, exploit the
lack of oversight in this conflict-ridden border zone.
While Thailand has a non-interference policy in
Myanmar's internal conflicts, the group stresses the
need for cross-border cooperation to address this
humanitarian crisis. [Radio Free Asia]

Nepal’s Deputy Prime Minister seeks US
investment in IT sector

(Im) During the annual meetings of the World Bank
Group and the International Monetary Fund in
Washington, DC, Deputy Prime Minister and Finance
Minister Bishnu Prasad Paudel urged US investors to
explore opportunities in Nepal's information
technology sector. In a meeting with representatives of
the US Chamber of Commerce on October 25, Paudel
highlighted Nepal's legal reforms, affordable labor, and
high return potential in the IT industry.

Paudel outlined the Nepal government's policies,
including the ability to establish IT companies with as
little as USD 1 and a 50 percent income tax exemption
for five years. He emphasized that these measures are
designed to create a favorable business environment
for foreign investors.

Atul Keshap, senior vice president for South Asia at the
US Chamber of Commerce, noted growing interest
among US companies in investing in Nepal. He praised
Nepal's efforts in law reforms, sovereign credit rating,
and the formation of a high-level Economic Reform
Suggestion Commission. Additionally, Chandra Dhakal,
president of the Federation of Nepalese Chambers of
Commerce and Industry (FNCCI), confirmed that
conditions in Nepal are conducive to foreign
investment.

In separate meetings, Paudel met with Bo Li, deputy
managing director of the International Monetary Fund,
expressing appreciation for the IMF's support through
concessional financing, policy advice, and capacity
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building. Paudel also discussed progress and
additional financial support for the Millennium
Challenge Corporation (MCC) project with MCC CEO
Alice Albright and Vice President Cameron Alford. [The
Kathmandu Post]

Russia confirms high possibility of North
Korean leader Kim Jong Un'’s visit

(ac) Russia has confirmed that Kim Jong-Un's visit to
Moscow next year is highly likely, noting that it is
developing strong ties with its "close neighbor"
through high-level exchanges. [Yonhap News Agency 1]

Russia’s comments on its bilateral relations with North
Korea followed President Putin's thinly veiled
acknowledgment of the presence of North Korean
soldiers in Russia during the BRICS summit in Kazan.
He declared that the military cooperation aligns with
the comprehensive strategic partnership treaty
concluded in June, stating that the cooperation is "our
business" and implying that the deployment meets
international standards. Putin specifically referenced
Article 4 of the treaty, which includes a mutual defense
clause. [Yonhap News Agency 2] [Bloomberg]

South Korea's National Intelligence Service (NIS)
estimates that at least 3,000 North Korean troops are
currently training in eastern Russia. [Korea JoongAng
News]

North Korea accuses South Korea of
launching drone incursion

(ac) North Korea has claimed that a drone that crashed
in Pyongyang took off from a South Korean border
island in the Yellow Sea, accusing the South Korean
military of drone incursions. Photos released by North
Korea showing the flight path of the drone, allegedly
sent by the South Korean military.

Following an investigation of the drone's flight control
program, the North Korean defense ministry
announced that the drone originated from South
Korea's Baengnyeong Island on October 8. North Korea
warned that any infringement on its sovereignty would
lead to a "merciless offensive" to eliminate
“provocations.”

South Korea's military has stated it cannot verify North
Korea's claims regarding its drones. In response to
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perceived threats from the North, Seoul's defense
ministry warned that any harm to South Korean
citizens would result in "the end of its regime." The
South Korean Joint Chiefs of Staff (JCS) reiterated this
position, describing North Korea's actions as
"shameless," maintaining that North Korea has
infiltrated South Korean airspace with drones over 12
times in the past decade and highlighting that
Pyongyang's unilateral claims and lack of remorse are
unacceptable. [Yonhap News]

North Korea blocks inter-Korean railroads

(jb) The South Korean Ministry of Unification
announced on October 25 that North Korea is building
blockades along the railroads of the inter-Korean
railways, particularly on the Donghae lines close to the
Korean Armistice Line which lies between North and
South Korea.

The ministry also found similar blockades on the
Gyeongui lines. The discovery comes at a time when
tensions continue to rise between both nations and
directly on the heels of North Korea blowing up the
Donghae and Gyeongui road and railways lines in early
October. The ministry is currently engaged in
excavating many similar constructions along the lines
which have been put up by North Korea. [The Korea
Herald]

North Korea undertakes leaflet campaign
targeting South Korean presidential
couple

(jb) For the first time, in a continued series of
propaganda and anti-propaganda campaigns that both
North and South Korea have been engaged in for the
past few months, North Korea dropped leaflets
bashing the South Korean President and the First Lady.

The leaflets which were dropped through trash
balloons, were flown by North Korea into the South
through the border, landing in Seoul and even in the
Presidential Office compound in Yongsan.

The South Korean Joint Chiefs of Staff reported that
the leaflets, for the first time, targeted the President,
calling him a “thug” and pointed out the First Lady's
spending excesses. Other than the content of the
leaflets, the balloons in themselves did not pose a
security threat.
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The National Intelligence Service analyzed the trash
balloon campaign by North Korea, predicting that the
frequency of the campaigns might increase. There has
already been an increase in trash balloons floating
through the border since September. The NIS has also
dismissed the possibility of North Korea using the
balloons as a medium to conduct biological terrorism
or biowarfare, despite their conducive nature to do so.
[The Korea Herald]

Pakistan seeks additional USD 1.4 billion
loan from China amid security concerns
for Chinese nationals

(mra) Pakistan has sought an additional CNY 10 billion
(USD 1.4 billion) loan from China to address its external
financing needs, amid a series of attacks targeting
Chinese nationals in the country. Finance Minister
Muhammad Aurangzeb made the request during
recent International Monetary Fund (IMF) and World
Bank meetings, proposing an increase in the existing
Currency Swap Agreement (CSA) limit from CNY 30
billion to CNY 40 billion (USD 5.7 billion). This move
follows the full utilization of a USD 4.3 billion facility
under the current CSA, which China recently extended
for three more years, with repayment scheduled until
2027.

In addition to seeking expanded financial support,
Aurangzeb also reassured China of Islamabad’s
commitment to ensuring the safety of Chinese citizens
in Pakistan, following a surge in militant attacks. Recent
incidents include a suicide bombing in Karachi by the
Balochistan Liberation Army (BLA), which killed two
Chinese nationals, and a similar attack in March that
resulted in the deaths of five Chinese workers. In
response, China has urged Pakistan to enhance
security measures, particularly for projects under the
USD 65 billion China-Pakistan Economic Corridor
(CPEQ), part of the Belt and Road Initiative. [Arab News]

Discussions in Washington also focused on
strengthening economic ties between the two nations.
Aurangzeb proposed the launch of Pakistan's inaugural
Panda bond to diversify financing, while both sides
explored integrating their payment systems to
facilitate online settlements. Aurangzeb further
acknowledged China's crucial role in securing a USD 7
billion IMF bailout for Pakistan earlier this year.

With Pakistan's foreign exchange reserves currently at
USD 11 billion, lower than its debt obligations to China,
the additional financial support and heightened

security measures are seen as critical to stabilizing the


https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-slilidl-l-dij/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-slilidl-l-dit/

country’s economic and diplomatic relations with
Beijing. [The Economic Times] [Times of India]

India, Pakistan extend Kartarpur Corridor
agreement for another five-year term

(tf) Pakistan and India have renewed the Kartarpur
Corridor agreement for another five years, allowing
visa-free access for Indian pilgrims to the Gurudwara
Darbar Sahib Kartarpur. Originally signed in October
2019, the agreement enables Indian Sikhs to visit the
site where Baba Guru Nanak, the founder of Sikhism,
spent his final days. [DAWN]

Russia aims to deepen ties with Pakistan
in trade, investment, and diplomacy

(Im) Russia has expressed its intention to enhance
bilateral relations with Pakistan across various sectors,
including trade, investment, and diplomacy. The
announcement followed a meeting in Islamabad
between Valentina Matviyenko, Speaker of Russia’s
Federation Council, and Yousuf Raza Gilani, Chairman
of Pakistan's Senate. The two officials discussed
diplomatic, commercial, and parliamentary ties.

Once Cold War adversaries, Pakistan and Russia have
recently strengthened their relationship through
regular trade and diplomatic exchanges. Notably,
Pakistan began purchasing discounted Russian crude
oil in 2023, prompted by soaring domestic fuel prices.
Gilani welcomed Russia’s support in infrastructure, oil,
and gas, emphasizing the need to boost investment
and trade volumes.

Pakistan is seeking greater regional connectivity with
Russia and Central Asian countries, leveraging its
strategic location to foster economic growth amid an
ongoing crisis. Earlier, President Asif Ali Zardari met
Russian President Vladimir Putin in Turkmenistan to
discuss strengthening ties, while Russian Deputy Prime
Minister Alexei Overchuk visited Islamabad in
September to expand trade and investment, including
the possibility of direct flights. [Arab News]

Iranian forces respond to deadly attacks
in Sistan-Baluchistan bordering Pakistan
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(Im) In a recent wave of violence in Iran's southeastern
province of Sistan-Baluchistan, Iranian armed forces
killed at least four suspects linked to an attack that
claimed the lives of ten police officers. The attack,
which occurred in Taftan city and was attributed to the
militant group Jaish Al-Adl, involved armed gangs
targeting a border police patrol.

Following the deadly assault, the Iranian Revolutionary
Guards, supported by intelligence and police forces,
launched operations resulting in the deaths of the
suspects. Reports indicate that some suspects were
wounded and managed to escape, while four others
were arrested. The ongoing efforts aim to apprehend
any remaining militants involved in the incident.

Sistan-Baluchistan, one of Iran's poorest regions, is
plagued by instability linked to drug smuggling, Baloch
separatists, and religiously motivated militants. The
Iranian Interior Minister has initiated an investigation
into the circumstances surrounding the attacks.

The region has been a hotspot for violence, with Jaish
Al-Adl, formed in 2012 by Baloch separatists and
designated a terrorist organization by both Iran and
the United States, frequently claiming responsibility for
assaults on Iranian forces.

Additionally, tensions between Iran and Pakistan have
historically been strained, with both countries often
blaming each other for the rise of militancy along their
porous border. Despite recent incidents, including
mutual airstrikes targeting alleged militant hideouts,
both nations have made efforts to restore diplomatic
ties. [Arab News 1] [Arab News 2]

Pakistan, Saudi Arabia pledge to boost
investments in key sectors

(ja) Finance Minister Muhammad Aurangzeb and Saudi
Finance Minister Mohammed Al-Jadaan recently
agreed to enhance economic ties between Pakistan
and Saudi Arabia, focusing on increased investments
across key sectors. The agreement was reached during
the International Monetary Fund (IMF) and World Bank
annual meetings in Washington. This commitment
follows over USD 2 billion in agreements and
memorandums of understanding (MoUs) signed earlier
this month during Saudi Investment Minister Khalid bin
Abdulaziz Al-Falih's visit to Islamabad. [DAWN]

To ensure successful implementation, Pakistan's
Privatization Minister Abdul Aleem Khan held a follow-
up meeting with Saudi Assistant Minister of Investment
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Ibrahim AlMubarak, discussing joint ventures and the
progress of MoUs. Khan assured full support for Saudi
investments, while Saudi officials emphasized the need
for continued follow-up meetings to yield tangible
outcomes. Both parties aim to collaborate in sectors
such as mining, agriculture, food security, and
infrastructure, aligning with Saudi Arabia’s broader
USD 5 billion investment commitment to Pakistan.
[Arab News 1]

Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif will attend the 8th
Future Investment Initiative (FIl) in Riyadh on October
29-30. The event will focus on attracting global
investments in artificial intelligence, robotics,
education, energy, space, finance, and healthcare.
During the visit, Sharif will hold discussions with Crown
Prince Mohammed bin Salman, exploring economic,
energy, and defense cooperation. [Arab News 2]

Pakistan and Saudi Arabia have strong trade, defense,
and cultural ties, with Saudi Arabia serving as a major
source of remittances and a key trade partner. The
Kingdom remains committed to expediting its USD 5
billion investment package, reinforcing bilateral
economic growth and strategic cooperation.

Pakistani, South African armies conclude
joint counter-terror exercise ‘Igbal-I’

(Im) The armies of Pakistan and South Africa concluded
a two-week joint counter-terrorism exercise called
'Igbal-I'"in Cherat, Pakistan, on October 27. The
exercise, which began on October 15, aimed to
enhance counter-terrorism drills, techniques, and
procedures, involving Pakistan’s Special Services Group
(SSG), the Pakistan Army, and South Africa's Special
Forces. [Arab News]

US commits USD 8 million for Philippines’
coastguard modernization amid South
China Sea tensions

(Im) The United States has committed USD 8 million
(PHP 472 million) to modernize the Philippine
coastguard, amid ongoing tensions with China in the
South China Sea. Announced during a recent bilateral
maritime dialogue in Manila, the funding will focus on
infrastructure improvements, training, and resource
management to bolster the coastguard’s capabilities.
While both countries avoided directly naming China,
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the collaboration aims to counter maritime threats in
the contested waters. [South China Morning Post]

Philippine Secretary of Defense Gilberto Teodoro
emphasized the strategic alliance with the US,
highlighting its continuity regardless of the upcoming
US presidential election. Teodoro criticized China’s
aggressive actions in the region, noting that they have
driven the Philippines to strengthen defense
cooperation with allies, including the US, Japan, and
Australia.

Teodoro underscored that the Philippines’ military
expansion is focused on external defense, including
acquiring fighter jets and naval vessels. He reiterated
the importance of deterring potential conflicts in the
West Philippine Sea—Manila’s term for its exclusive
economic zone in the South China Sea. [Taipei Times]

Philippines’ chip industry seeks TSMC,
UMC support to expand semiconductor
manufacturing

(Im) The Philippines is engaging with Taiwan
Semiconductor Manufacturing Company (TSMC) and
United Microelectronics Corporation (UMC) to
strengthen its semiconductor sector. Dan Lachica,
head of the Semiconductor and Electronics Industries
in the Philippines Foundation, proposed that
Taiwanese firms supply depreciated equipment, with
the Philippines offering to train local workers for
deployment in global operations.

The initiative aims to boost the country's position in
the semiconductor value chain, moving beyond chip
testing and packaging. Lachica highlighted that the
Philippines lags behind regional competitors like
Malaysia and Singapore in semiconductor fabrication.
Attracting Taiwanese investments could help address
the global talent shortage in the chip industry, with
over a million skilled workers needed worldwide by
2030, according to Deloitte.

Despite local challenges and competition from
neighbors like Vietnam and Indonesia, the Philippine
government is revamping incentives to attract foreign
investors. President Ferdinand Marcos Jr. has
supported legislative efforts to encourage more
foreign investments, while infrastructure initiatives
backed by the US and Japan could bolster the
industry's growth. [South China Morning Post]
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Philippines, Australian authorities run
joint investigation into online sexual
exploitation of young boy

(alm) Australian and Philippine authorities have
launched a joint investigation into the online sexual
exploitation of a young boy in the Philippines. A 33-
year-old man from Sydney has been charged by
Australian police, while the child’'s mother and another
woman have been apprehended by Philippine national
police. The investigation began in September 2024,
following information provided by the Australian
Federal Police (AFP) stationed in Manila. The child has
since been rescued and is under the care of local
authorities. [Guardian AU 1] [Guardian AU 2]

Simultaneously, Australia and the Philippines
reaffirmed their commitment to strengthening
bilateral relations. In a recent meeting between
Australian Secretary of Foreign Affairs Jan Elizabeth
Adams and Philippine Defense Secretary Gilberto
Teodoro, both nations discussed defense industry
collaboration, regional security, counterterrorism
efforts, and disaster risk reduction. The two countries
continue to maintain a long-standing partnership
through the Enhanced Defence Cooperation Program,
which includes joint training and exercises. [Manila
Standard]

Chinese delegation strengthens ties with
Seychelles

(axc/mt) Vice-Chairman of the Chinese People's
Political Consultative Conference (CPPCC), Mu Hong,
led a 14-member delegation to Seychelles from
October 22-25, meeting with President Wavel
Ramkalawan and Speaker Roger Mancienne. The visit
emphasizes China's commitment to strengthening its
relationship with Seychelles, particularly following the
recent Forum on China-Africa Cooperation (FOCAQ).
Mu Hong conveyed greetings from President Xi Jinping
and emphasized the importance of advancing
agreements reached during the FOCAC summit, where
both nations committed to mutual support in key
areas of development.

In discussions with President Ramkalawan, both sides
praised the longstanding partnership, highlighting
successful cooperation in agriculture, tourism, health,
and maritime security. Speaker Mancienne expressed
gratitude for China’s support, noting how these
collaborations are essential for Seychelles’ sustainable
development. Talks also explored opportunities for
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direct air travel between Seychelles and China, aiming
to increase tourism and cultural exchanges, as well as
expand capacity-building initiatives and training
opportunities for Seychelles' citizens.

The delegation’s engagement with Seychelles’ National
Assembly further emphasized the value of legislative
cooperation. Opposition Leader Sebastien Pillay
welcomed China’s support and pointed to shared
values as a basis for this long-standing partnership.
Hon. Sandy Arissol of the Seychelles-China Friendship
Group highlighted the importance of fostering future
connections in tourism and cultural exchanges.
[Seychelles News Agency] [SC National Assembly]

Indian Comptroller and Auditor General
visits Seychelles to strengthen audit and
governance ties

(mt) On October 21, India’s Comptroller and Auditor
General (CAG), Girish Chandra Murmu, met with
Seychelles' Speaker of the National Assembly, Roger
Mancienne, marking a key step in deepening
Seychelles-India relations in public governance.
Accompanied by a delegation including the High
Commissioner of India to Seychelles and Seychelles’
Auditor General the visit focused on collaboration in
audit processes and training.

The meeting follows a recently signed Memorandum of
Understanding (MoU) aimed at fostering knowledge-
sharing and capacity-building between the audit
bodies of Seychelles and India. Both countries
reaffirmed their commitment to improving governance
and oversight in Seychelles through enhanced
cooperation. [SC National Assembly 1] [SC National
Assembly 2]

Seychelles establishes diplomatic
relations with The Bahamas

(axc) Seychelles and The Bahamas have formalized
diplomatic ties through a joint communiqué signed in
Apia, Samoa, during meetings ahead of the
Commonwealth Heads of Government Meeting
(CHOGM). The agreement was signed by Seychelles'
Minister for Foreign Affairs and Tourism, Sylvestre
Radegonde, and Frederick A. Mitchell, Minister for
Foreign Affairs of The Bahamas.
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The two nations aim to enhance cooperation in areas
such as climate change, the unique challenges of small
island developing states (SIDS), and international
representation, particularly within the Commonwealth
and the United Nations. The diplomatic agreement lays
the groundwork for increased collaboration in mutual
priorities, including sustainable development,
environmental protection, and people-centered
initiatives. [Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Tourism]
[Seychelles News Agency]

India, Singapore renew army training pact
during 6th Defence Minister’s Dialogue

(fi) Singapore and India have extended their joint
military training agreement for another five years. The
renewal was announced during the 6th India-
Singapore Defence Ministers’ Dialogue in New Delhi on
October 22, co-chaired by Singapore’'s Defence
Minister Ng Eng Hen and India’s Defence Minister
Rajnath Singh.

The agreement, initially signed in 2008, allows for
bilateral army training in India, including exercises like
Exercise Bold Kurukshetra and Exercise Agni Warrior,
focusing on armor and artillery. The pact was
previously extended in 2013 and 2018, each time for a
five-year term. The latest renewal coincides with the
upcoming 60th anniversary of diplomatic ties between
Singapore and India in 2025.

Both ministers discussed expanding defence
cooperation beyond current engagements, including
deeper collaboration in emerging technologies,
defence industry initiatives, and potential use of India’s
Chandipur Integrated Test Range for live weapons
firing. Plans for Singapore and India to alternate
hosting annual troop exercises were also considered.

Naval ties, now in their 30th year, were also
highlighted. The recent 30th edition of the Singapore-
India Maritime Bilateral Exercise (Simbex) took place in
the South China Sea. Simbex is the longest-running
bilateral maritime exercise for the Indian Navy with
any foreign navy.

The dialogue came shortly after Indian Prime Minister
Narendra Modi's visit to Singapore in early September,
where he and Singapore's Prime Minister Lawrence
Wong agreed to elevate bilateral ties to a
Comprehensive Strategic Partnership.

In New Delhi, Minister Ng also met Indian President
Droupadi Murmu, where he extended President
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Tharman Shanmugaratnam'’s invitation for Murmu to
visit Singapore in 2025 to mark 60 years of diplomatic
relations. [MINDEF Singapore]

Italian Undersecretary of Defense makes
working visit to Singapore

(Im) Italian Undersecretary of State for Defense Matteo
Perego di Cremnago met with Senior Minister of State
for Defence Heng Chee How at Singapore's Ministry of
Defence on October 28. The meeting underscored the
strong bilateral defense relations between Singapore
and Italy, focusing on shared interests and discussing
geopolitical and security developments.

Perego di Cremnago’s visit, scheduled from October 28
to 29, aims to bolster defense ties, which include high-
level exchanges, military training, and defense
technology cooperation. [MINDEF Singapore]

Singapore, United Kingdom strengthen
cybersecurity partnership

(fi) The United Kingdom and Singapore have advanced
their collaboration in cybersecurity, building on their
Strategic Partnership established last September.
During a recent visit to the UK, Brigadier Edward Chen,
Defence Cyber Chief of Singapore's Digital and
Intelligence Service, attended the International
Institute for Strategic Studies Cyber Power Workshop
and engaged with the UK Ministry of Defence, the
National Cyber Security Centre, and industry leaders.
The visit, held ahead of Singapore International Cyber
Week, underscores both nations' commitment to
addressing shared cyber challenges and promoting a
secure digital environment. [Governement UK]

Singapore gives conditional approval for
solar power imports from Australia via
subsea cables

(fi) Singapore has conditionally approved Sun Cable's
plan to import 1.75 GW of solar power from Darwin,
Australia, via 4,300 kilometers of subsea cables. The
USD 24 billion (SGD 31.6 billion) project aims to meet 9
percent of Singapore's electricity demand by 2035,
subject to final approvals.
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After a 2023 funding dispute, Sun Cable was acquired
by Grok Ventures, which secured Australian
government approval for electricity exports by August
2024. The project aligns with Singapore's goal to
import 6 GW of clean energy by 2035, with existing
approvals totaling 5.6 GW from Indonesia, Cambodia,
and Vietnam.

The Energy Market Authority found the proposal
technically and commercially viable, contingent on
competitive pricing. Sun Cable plans to finalize subsea
cable routing and regulatory approvals by 2027, with
partial energy supply to Darwin’s industrial estates
during the initial phase. [Energy Market Authority
Singapore] [The Straits Times]

South Korean, U.S. defense and foreign
ministers discuss North Korean troops in
Russia

(mc/jb) US Secretary of Defence Lloyd Austin and South
Korean Defence Minister Kim Yong-hyun will meet in
Washington on October 30, as part of the 56th Security
Consultative Meeting.

The regional and international implications of North
Korea's sending troops to Russia are expected to be a
focal issue in the discussions. In addition, the security
situation on the Korean Peninsula and trilateral
security efforts with Japan are expected to be on the
agenda of the annual meeting. [Yonhap News Agency]

A day later, South Korea and US will hold the sixth
South Korea-US Foreign and Defense Ministerial
Meeting, known as the ‘two plus two’ meeting. The
meeting will be led by South Korea’s Foreign Minister
Cho Tae-yul, Defense Minister Kim Yong-hyun, and the
US counterpart, Secretary of State Antony Blinken and
Secretary of Defense Lloyd Austin.

The meetings come amid heightening tensions with
North Korea's presence in Russia. They are expected to
focus on in-depth, comprehensive discussions on the
Korean Peninsula affairs, the bilateral alliance and
other regional and global issues within the framework
of a global comprehensive strategic alliance.

The South Korean foreign ministry confirmed that Cho
will hold a separate meeting with Blinken to discuss
“how South Korea and the US can cooperate on North
Korean issues,” as well as the trilateral cooperation
among Seoul Washington and Tokyo. [The Korea
Herald]
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South Korea and Poland strengthen
defense cooperation

(mc) South Korean President Yoon Suk Yeol on October
23 met with visiting Polish President Andrzej Duda.

At the meeting, part of Duda's four-day visit to South
Korea, the two presidents condemned the growing
military cooperation between North Korea and Russia,
calling it a violation of the UN Charter and a threat to
global security. The two leaders criticised North
Korea's nuclear and missile provocations and its recent
troop deployment to Russia. [Reuters]

After the talks at the presidential level, Yoon stated in a
press conference that North Korea's military support
for Russia, in defiance of the UN Charter and UN
Security Council resolutions, jeopardizes the security of
both the Korean Peninsula and the European
continent. [The Korean Times]

Duda, for his part, announced that a new agreement
had been signed for the export of South Korea's K2
tanks to Poland until the end of 2024. [Reuters]

On the same, Polish National Security Advisor Jacek
Siewiera and South Korean National Security Advisor
Shin Won-sik held talks on the growing military ties
between North Korea and Russia and the expansion of
defense cooperation between Poland and South
Korea. [Euronews]

Economic ties between South Korea and Poland are
also improving yearly, and bilateral trade has reached
record highs for six consecutive years, with South
Korea becoming the second-largest investor in Poland
by 2024. [The Korean Times]

South Korea, Australia hold 11-day
military exercises

(jb) The South Korean Army and the Australian Army's
3rd brigade held an 11-day military exercise from
October 14-25 at the Korea Combat Training Center.

The exercises involved intense high-technology ground
drills with 3800 soldiers from both sides to assess
combat capability in the event of war. The drills also
used over 500 pieces of equipment including K808
armored vehicles, a K1 tank belonging to the South
Korean Army, the Surion helicopter and a Black
Hornet-3 drone belonging to the Australian army.
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The exercises are the first of their kind to be held as a
joint effort between both nations and were held in Inje,
a mountainous region in South Korea. [Yonhap News
Agency]

Sri Lankan Navy arrests 16 Indian
fishermen

(sl) On the evening of October 23, 16 fishermen from
India’s southern Tamil Nadu state crossed into Sri
Lankan territorial waters and were arrested by the Sri
Lankan Navy. The president of the Traditional Indian
Fishermen's Welfare Association condemned the
arrest, noting that the fishermen set sail off
Rameswaram on two mechanized boats on October
23, after obtaining permission tokens from the
Department of Fisheries. [Ada Derana]

Tamil Nadu Chief Minister MK Stalin noted that the
arrests of fishermen have become more frequent due
to accusations of violating Sri Lanka's border, despite
the fact that they have valid permission tokens issued
by the Department of Fisheries. Therefore, Stalin sent
a letter to Foreign Minister S Jaishankar, urging him to
initiate diplomatic efforts to prevent further arrests of
fishermen, secure the release of all 128 Tamil Nadu
fishermen currently in custody, and facilitate the
return of 199 fishing boats held by Sri Lankan
authorities. [Tamil Guardian]

Australia grants Beechcraft King Air 350 to
Sri Lanka Air Force

(sl) Australia has provided a Royal Australian Air Force
surveillance aircraft, Beechcraft King Air 350, to the Sri
Lanka Air Force (SLAF) on a gratis basis. The aircraft will
enhance SLAF's maritime surveillance and
reconnaissance capabilities, supporting Sri Lanka's
efforts to ensure security in the Indian Ocean region.
[Daily Mirror]

Taiwanese president reaffirms stance on
China as he commemorates historic
victory over communist forces

(dgl/am) Taiwan President Lai Ching-te emphasized
Taiwan's commitment to freedom and democracy
during a visit to Kinmen, located only 10 km east from
the city of Xiamen in Fujian, on October 25. His visit
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marks the 75th anniversary of the Battle of Guningtou
- also known as the Battle of Kinmen - a key victory
over communist forces. Lai hailed the 1949 battle as a
symbol of Taiwan's resilience, asserting that Taiwan's
democratic future cannot be altered by external forces.
Without directly naming China, he underscored that
only Taiwan's people can determine their future,
rejecting Beijing's claim to the island.

Reiterating his stance on peace and stability, Lai
expressed readiness for dialogue with China while
affirming Taiwan's defense of its sovereignty.

This visit came days after Taiwan's military conducted
live-fire exercises on the Penghu islands, simulating a
defense against sea assaults at night for the first time,
aimed at getting the military accustomed to the
possibility of attack of the People's Liberation Army
(PLA) in the dark. [Focus Taiwan]

Lai's second trip to Kinmen since taking office,
underscoring Taiwan's vigilance as it maintains a
significant military presence. No peace treaty exists
between Taiwan and China, and both governments
continue to deny each other’s legitimacy. [Reuters]

In a separate statement on October 24, Lai expressed
Taiwan's willingness to collaborate with China to
mitigate the harmful effects of climate change. He
made the statement on October 24 during the second
meeting of the National Climate Change Committee,
one of three policy advisory groups established in June
2024 to guide the Taiwanese government. [Taiwan
News 1]

Following Lai's remarks, Environment Minister Peng
Chi-ming highlighted progress on goals set during the
Committee’s first meeting, including advancements in
renewable energy development in Taiwan. [Taiwan
News 2]

US greenlights major arms sale to Taiwan

(hs) The US has approved a potential arms sale to
Taiwan valued at up to USD 2 billion (TWD 64.3 billion),
as announced by the Pentagon on October 25.

This package includes advanced air defense missile
systems, specifically three National Advanced Surface-
to-Air Missile Systems (NASAMS) equipped with
AMRAAM Extended Range missiles, marking the first
delivery of this system to Taiwan.
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The radar systems included in the package, such as the
AN/TPS-77 and AN/TPS-78, are expected to improve
long-range surveillance and the identification of low-
altitude threats. These advancements are crucial for
defending Taiwan'’s capital, Taipei, against potential
missile and aerial attacks. [Focus Taiwan] [Taipei
Times]

Taiwan's defence ministry reported that Chinese
warplanes and warships conducted a "combat patrol"
near the island following the arms sale package
approval. Taiwan's defence ministry reported detecting
19 Chinese military aircraft, including Su-30 fighter jets,
conducting a "joint combat readiness patrol" around
Taiwan, prompting Taiwanese forces to monitor the
situation. This marks the first such patrol since China
conducted extensive war games near Taiwan earlier
this month. [Reuters]

Beijing condemned the US move and announced
sanctions against nine American defense contractors
involved in the deal, stating that these sales violate the
"one-China principle" and threaten its sovereignty. The
Chinese foreign ministry described the US actions as
detrimental to peace and stability in the Taiwan Strait,
urging Washington to halt its military support for
Taiwan.

This arms package is believed to significantly boosts
Taiwan's strength to defend against China, with
Taiwanese officials asserting it will aid in countering
invasion attempts. The ongoing military support from
the US to Taiwan continues to strain US-China
relations, with both sides remaining resolute in their
positions. [South China Morning Post]

Taiwan to purchase 1000 US attack drones

(hs) The Taiwan Ministry of Defense has reached
agreements with the U.S. to acquire up to 1,000 attack
drones from American firms AeroVironment Inc. and
Anduril Industries Inc. as a precaution against potential
military threats from China.

The formal letter of offer and acceptance was signed
and is expected to lead to detailed contracts specifying
quantities, costs, and delivery timelines soon. A State
Department spokesperson declined to comment on
this topic.

This move aligns with lessons from ongoing conflicts
like Ukraine’s, where drones have become crucial for
both surveillance and attacks. Anduril’'s ALTIUS 600M-V
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drone, valued at USD 300 million for up to 291 units,
has a range of 100 miles and a flight duration of nearly
two hours, enabling operators to control multiple
drones simultaneously.

AeroVironment's Switchblade 300 “B” model, valued at
up to USD 60 million for 720 units, is a smaller, four-
pound drone capable of anti-armor attacks with a 19-
mile range and a 20-minute loiter time over targets.
[BNN Bloomberg]

European Parliament delegation visits
Taiwan

(dql) A European Parliament (EP) delegation, led by
Michael Gahler, chair of the European Parliament-
Taiwan Friendship Group, arrived in Taiwan on
October 27 for a six-day visit. This group, including EP
members Bernard Guetta from France and Ondrej
Kolar from the Czech Repubilic, is scheduled to meet
with Vice President Hsiao Bi-khim and other officials,
marking the first EP delegation visit to Taiwan since the
EU elections in June. [Ministry of Foreign Affairs,
Taiwan]

During their stay, the delegation will meet Deputy
Foreign Minister Francois Wu, attend a session of the
Legislative Yuan, Taiwan’s parliament, and hold
discussions with NGOs and political party
representatives on Taiwan-EU economic relations and
regional security. [Focus Taiwan]

The visit follows the European Parliament's recent
resolution, adopted on October 24 by 432 votes to 60,
opposing China's interpretation of U.N. Resolution
2758 to exclude Taiwan from international
organizations and condemning China's military
provocations around Taiwan. [Taiwan News]

Denmark requires Taiwanese citizens to
list China as birthplace

(am) Denmark has reportedly begun requiring
Taiwanese citizens to list China as their country of birth
on official documents. At least one Taiwanese resident
in Denmark received a Danish residence card showing
their nationality and birthplace as China, a change
attributed to Denmark’s exclusive diplomatic
recognition of mainland China. Previously, Taiwanese
citizens could list Taiwan as their birthplace and
nationality. [Taiwan News]
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Michael Danielsen, Chair of Taiwan Corner, criticized
this policy shift, arguing that Denmark should not
"gamble with people’s nationality" and questioned who
made the decision to alter Taiwan’s designation.
Taiwan Corner is an association dedicated to spreading
knowledge about Taiwan in Denmark. [Taiwan Corner]

Currently, Denmark is the only EU country with such a
policy.

Taiwan'’s foreign minister visits
Guatemala, St. Vincent and

(hs) Taiwan's Foreign Minister Lin Chia-lung has invited
Guatemalan President Bernardo Arévalo to visit
Taiwan during his trip to Guatemala, the first stop on
his tour of five Caribbean and Latin American allies
from October 23 to November 2.

Lin met with Arévalo on October 25 to extend the
invitation on behalf of President Lai Ching-te,
emphasizing their 90-year partnership and expressing
optimism for a century of friendship.

Following this meeting, Lin attended St. Vincent and
the Grenadines’ 45th Independence Day celebrations,
where he reiterated Taiwan's support for Guatemala
amid economic coercion from China. He noted
Taiwan's increased purchases of Guatemalan coffee in
response to pressure from China. Guatemala, in turn,
has supported Taiwan's inclusion in the World Health
Organisation. [Focus Taiwan] [X]

On October 27, Lin arrived in St. Vincent and the
Grenadines to celebrate the country’s independence
anniversary. Welcomed by Prime Minister Ralph
Gonsalves, Lin met with Governor General Susan D.
Dougan, delivering a letter from President Lai Ching-te
that congratulated St. Vincent on its 45th
independence anniversary and expressed gratitude for
the nation's international support for Taiwan.

During his visit, Lin co-hosted the groundbreaking
ceremony for a new hospital, funded by Taiwanese
firm Overseas Engineering & Construction Co. (OECC),
a company specializing in infrastructure projects
funded by Taiwan's state-owned enterprises. [Taiwan
News]

Lin's further stops in St. Lucia, Belize, and St. Kitts and
Nevis, focusing on bilateral talks and cooperative
projects to strengthen ties with Taiwan's allies.
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New Indonesian envoy to Taiwan
reaffirms commitment to strengthen ties

(hs) Indonesia's new representative to Taiwan, Arif
Sulistiyo, anticipates stronger ties between Indonesia
and Taiwan under President Prabowo Subianto,
despite concerns over Indonesia’s growing economic
reliance on China.

Sulistiyo called Taiwan an important ally, noting the
presence of around 300,000 Indonesians there for
work or study. Indonesia views Taiwan not only as an
export market but as a global trade hub, aiming to
foster a strategic partnership that capitalizes on their
complementary economies. Sulistiyo sought to address
concerns over closer relations with Beijing, as
Prabowo's administration is expected to prioritize
China, with an official visit planned soon.

He highlighted Taiwan's strengths in manufacturing
and high-tech industries, alongside Indonesia's market
potential, natural resources, and skilled workforce, as a
solid basis for enhanced bilateral cooperation.

Sulistiyo also confirmed that the Indonesian Economic
and Trade Office (IETO) will advocate for improved
wages for Indonesian migrant workers in Taiwan,
including distant-water fishers and domestic
caregivers, during upcoming labor conferences.
Currently, Taiwan mandates a minimum wage of NTD
20,000 (USD 623.5) for domestic caregivers and USD
550 for fishers, both below Taiwan's general minimum
wage of NTD 28,590.

Additionally, Sulistiyo discussed an initiative to assist
returning Indonesian workers in applying skills
acquired in Taiwan to promote Indonesian products,
supporting national economic growth and
strengthening foreign exchange reserves. [Focus
Taiwan]

Cambodia, Thai Interior Ministers pledge
cooperation against scams and drugs

(msz) At the 8th Meeting of the Governors of
Cambodian-Thai Border Provinces on October 24,
Cambodian Interior Minister Sar Sokha and his Thai
counterpart Anutin Charnvirakul pledged to cooperate
in tackling scams and drug-related crimes. The ten
points agreed upon at the meeting include crime
prevention, trade relations, border demarcation,
migrant workers, agricultural trade, the expedited
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opening of new border checkpoints and logging and
other cross-border crimes.

Earlier on October 23, Anutin paid a courtesy call to
Cambodian Prime Minister Hun Manet, during which
he reiterated Thailand’s ongoing commitment to
strengthening cooperation in various areas,
particularly in diplomatic, military and border
economic relations. Anutin stressed cultural similarity
between the two countries as a leverage to enhance
soft power to benefit both economies, boost tourism
and create jobs for Thai and Cambodian citizens.
Manet also called for the opening of more border
checkpoints to promote trade, tourism and people-to-
people exchange and highlighted the Stung Bot-Ban
Nong lan checkpoint as a priority for early opening.
[The Nation Thailand]

Chinese national detained in Thailand for
alleged abduction of two Chinese victims

(bk) Thai immigration police apprehended a Chinese
national, identified as "Lieu Bu," suspected of being
part of a Chinese kidnapping gang, as he attempted to
depart for Cambodia from Suvarnabhumi International
Airport. He was detained while trying to board Sky
Angkor Airline's flight to Phnom Penh. Authorities
found plastic ties, cash, and an Economic Community
of Western African States (ECOWAS) passport in his

luggage.

Lieu Bu was transferred to Sutthisan Police Station for
further questioning. Police later secured a warrant for
his arrest on charges including illegal detention,
trespassing, possession of unlicensed firearms in
public, and extortion. Authorities are investigating
potential involvement by the wife of one victim, as she
had previously requested a substantial cash sum be
kept in the office.

The incident began when five armed men, comprising
two Chinese and three Burmese, kidnapped two
Chinese nationals from their rented office in Bangkok's
Huai Khwang district. The kidnappers initially received
THB 3.2 million (USD 96,000) but demanded an
additional USD 600,000, which the victims lacked. They
sought help from friends to arrange further transfers.

While awaiting additional ransom, the victims were
forced into a car and driven towards Nakhon Nayok.
They were eventually released on Nawamin Road after
a transfer of USD 270,000 was completed. Four of the
suspected kidnappers remain at large. [Thai PBS
World]
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Indonesian tourist arrested in Thailand
over THB 1 million cash theft

(bk) An Indonesian tourist was arrested on October 23
by Hat Yai police for stealing THB 1 million (USD
29,692) from a parked pickup truck. The theft occurred
on October 21 after the truck owner, who had just
withdrawn the cash from a bank, briefly parked
outside a restaurant in Songkhla, a province in
southern Thailand. Upon returning, the owner
discovered the money missing and reported it to the
police. [The Nation]

Thai YouTuber 'Nutty's Diary' arrested in
Indonesia for 2022 multi-billion-baht forex
scam

(bk) Natthamon Khongchak, a former YouTuber known
for her dance channel "Nutty's Diary," with over
800,000 followers, was arrested in Indonesia alongside
her mother on October 18 for allegedly defrauding
more than 6,000 investors in a foreign exchange
trading scam valued at approximately THB 2 billion
(USD 59 million) back in 2022.

Leveraging her online popularity, Natthamon
promoted herself as an experienced forex trader,
promising investors high monthly returns on deposit
contracts: 25 percent for three-month contracts, 30
percent for six-month contracts, and 35 percent for 12-
month contracts. However, by April 2022, complaints
began to emerge as investors reported missing
payouts. In May 2022, Natthamon posted on
Instagram, claiming she had lost all invested money
due to trading mistakes but promised to repay her
investors. By June 2022, she announced that she was
facing two lawsuits and warned that being jailed could
prevent her from making further repayments. On
August 28, 2022, it was reported that she had fled
abroad, with information suggesting she went to
Malaysia.

The arrests, ultimately made in Dumai, Sumatra, two
years later, involved Indonesian police and Interpol,
with the Thai national police chief, Pol Gen Kitrat
Phanphet, leading the extradition effort. Natthamon
and her mother will stand trial on fraud charges. A
third accomplice, her private secretary, remains at
large. [Bangkok Post] [The Straits Times]
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Thai NGO calls on Prime Minister for
immediate action to rescue trafficking
victims in Myanmar

(Im) The Network for Victim Assistance in Human
Trafficking has urged Prime Minister Paetongtarn
Shinawatra to take immediate action to rescue 110
victims of human trafficking in Myanmar's Myawaddy
region, after being lured to Thailand with false job
offers.

The victims, originating from nine countries, were
reportedly deceived by criminal networks promising
high-paying jobs and assistance with documentation
and travel expenses. Upon arrival in Thailand, they
were forced to cross the border into Myanmar illegally
through the Mae Sot checkpoint. Their identification
documents and communication devices were
confiscated, and they were coerced into illegal
activities, with some also enduring physical abuse.
Traffickers have since contacted families to demand
ransom.

The victims are currently held in areas controlled by
two armed groups—the Karen Border Guard Force
(BGF) and the Democratic Karen Buddhist Army (DKBA)
—known for involvement in various illicit activities,
including scam call centers and casinos. Among the
victims, 36 Filipinos and one Moroccan are under BGF
custody, while the remainder are held by the DKBA.

The foreign ministries of Bangladesh and the
Philippines have already reached out to Thai
authorities, seeking urgent intervention. The open
letter to the Thai government emphasizes that, as a
newly elected member of the United Nations Human
Rights Council for 2025-2027, Thailand should leverage
its position to enhance international cooperation in
combating trafficking and protecting human rights.

The U.S. Institute of Peace estimates that transnational
criminal networks operating across Cambodia,
Myanmar, and Laos generate approximately USD 43.8
billion annually. The network insists that Thailand
cannot disassociate itself from the situation, given its
role as a transit hub in the trafficking pipeline.
[Bangkok Post]

Thailand's trade representative meets
with South African ambassador

(acs) Dr. Nalinee Taveesin, Thailand's Trade
Representative, met with South African Ambassador
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Darkey Africa to boost economic ties, focusing on
establishing a Thai distribution center in Africa and
pursuing a Free Trade Agreement (FTA) with the
Southern African Customs Union (SACU).

Bilateral trade between Thailand and South Africa
reached USD 4.08 billion in 2023, up 14.56 percent
from the previous year. Discussions emphasized South
Africa’s potential as a regional hub for Thai industries
like food, automotive, and agriculture, alongside
opportunities for South African investments in
Thailand.

Both sides committed to participating in key trade
fairs, exploring collaborations in electric vehicles,
agriculture, and maritime logistics, and accelerating
FTA negotiations to enhance trade growth. [Royal Thai
Government]

Indonesia, Timor-Leste to discuss about
land boundary issues

(mu) Prime Minister of Timor-Leste, Xanana Gusmao,
and Indonesian President Prabowo Subianto recently
discussed strengthening bilateral cooperation and
finalizing the land border delimitation between their
countries. During a prior visit to Indonesia for
Prabowo's inauguration, Prime Minister Gusmdao
emphasized the urgency of addressing the land border
issues within Prabowo's term. Following their latest
meeting, President Subianto instructed newly
appointed Foreign Minister Sugiono to work with the
technical team and provide updates on the progress of
the border negotiations. While Prime Minister Gusmao
had previously signed several bilateral agreements, he
noted that some outstanding issues still need joint
resolution. [Tatoli]

Timor-Leste discusses Greater Sunrise
project with Japanese company INPEX Oil

(mu) The Timor-Leste government, led by Cabinet
Office Minister Agio Pereira, held discussions with
Japan's oil company INPEX on potential energy
partnerships, focusing on the development of the
Greater Sunrise offshore gas field and southern coast
infrastructure. This was the third meeting since June,
with INPEX proposing solutions for gas transport and
distribution to boost economic growth and job
creation.
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Greater Sunrise’s development has faced challenges,
as Timor-Leste advocates a pipeline to its south, while
partner Woodside favors a connection to Darwin,
Australia. The maritime boundary agreement
stipulates that Timor-Leste receives 70 percent of
revenues with a pipeline to its coast or 80 percent if
processed in Darwin. Timor-Leste increased its 2025
state budget by USD 650 million to support the
expected agreement with Australia on Greater Sunrise,
with the total budget amounting to USD 2.6 billion.

Prime Minister Xanana Gusmadao noted positive
progress but did not confirm an exact signing date.
[Tatoli] [Lusa]

Timor-Leste, United States discuss
bilateral cooperation in sustainable
development

(mu) On October 22, Timor-Leste’'s Minister of the
Presidency of the Council of Ministers, Agio Pereira,
met with US Ambassador Donna Ann Welton to discuss
enhancing bilateral cooperation. This was their first
formal meeting since Ambassador Welton presented
her credentials in July. The discussions focused on
strengthening ties and promoting sustainable
development, aligning with the 9th Constitutional
Government's priorities, including economic
diversification and boosting national capacities.

Ambassador Welton highlighted US support for
initiatives in agriculture and nutrition to combat child
malnutrition. Minister Pereira underscored the
government's focus on child nutrition, emphasizing the
need for an integrated approach involving various
ministries and international partners.

They also discussed ongoing projects in infrastructure,
education, and public health, as well as efforts to
attract sustainable investments in agriculture, industry,
and tourism to reduce dependence on fossil resources
and create jobs for Timorese youth. [Government of
Timor-Leste] [Tatoli]

Vietnam leaders affirm stronger defense
ties with China during high-level meetings

(Im/dgl) On October 24 and 26, Vietnamese leaders
hosted Senior Lieutenant General Zhang Youxia, Vice
Chairman of China's Central Military Commission,
during his visit to Hanoi. As Vietnam prepares to mark
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its 80th founding anniversary and both countries
approach the 70th anniversary of diplomatic relations
in 2025, the meetings underscored Vietnam and
China’'s commitment to deepening their
comprehensive strategic cooperative partnership,
particularly in defense.

On October 24, Party General Secretary To Lam met
with Zhang, emphasizing defense cooperation as a
core pillar of bilateral relations. Lam highlighted the
significance of recent agreements between top
leaders, calling for regular high-level exchanges to
build trust and manage differences peacefully, in line
with international law. He praised China’s historical
support for Vietnam'’s independence and current
development efforts. Zhang conveyed Chinese
President Xi Jinping's greetings and praised Vietnam's
socio-economic progress over 40 years of Doi mdi
(Renewal). He affirmed China’s commitment to
strengthening defense ties and contributing to regional
peace. [Viet Nam News 1]

On October 25, newly elected Vietnamese President
Luong Cuong hosted Zhang. Cuong emphasized the
shared heritage and traditional friendship between the
two nations, viewing it as a strategic priority within
Vietnam's independent and multilateral foreign policy.
He highlighted recent positive outcomes in defense
cooperation, calling for deeper engagement through
more high-level exchanges and joint mechanisms.
Zhang, on his first visit to Vietnam in his current role,
echoed Cuong's sentiments, emphasizing the shared
goal of building a "Community with a Shared Future."
[Viet Nam News 2]

On October 26, Prime Minister Pham Minh Chinh also
hosted a reception for Zhang. During their talks, Chinh
emphasized the importance of implementing the "3+3
dialogue mechanism," covering foreign affairs,
defense, and public security, to strengthen trust and
cooperation between the two countries. He called for
enhanced collaboration in defense and security,
focusing on technology transfer, human resource
training, information exchange, and better
management of land and maritime borders.

On maritime issues, Chinh stressed the need for
improved management and resolution of differences
based on six major goals outlined in previous
discussions with Chinese leaders, including Party
General Secretary Xi Jinping and Premier Li Qiang. He
urged both sides to adhere to high-level agreements,
effectively address issues at sea, fully implement the
Declaration on the Conduct of Parties in the East Sea
(DOC) and expedite negotiations on the Code of
Conduct in the East Sea (COQ). [Viethnam+]
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The visit of Zhang, China's most senior uniformed
military official, is noteworthy not only because he met
with the General Secretary of the Vietnamese
Communist Party but also because he was received by
both the Vietnamese President and Prime Minister.
This arrangement has led observers to question
Zhang's power position in relation to Xi Jinping.

Vietnam'’s Prime Minister meets
Malaysian Economy Minister, discusses
stronger bilateral ties

(wn) On the sidelines of the expanded BRICS Summit in
Kazan, Russia, Vietnam'’s Prime Minister Pham Minh
Chinh met with Malaysian Economy Minister Rafizi
Ramli. Prime Minister Chinh extended greetings to
Malaysian Prime Minister Anwar Ibrahim and
emphasized agreements made during the 44th and
45th ASEAN Summits, highlighting progress in bilateral
relations across various sectors.

Prime Minister Chinh congratulated Malaysia on
becoming the ASEAN Chair in 2025 and reaffirmed
Vietnam's commitment to supporting ASEAN initiatives.
Minister Ramli praised Vietnam's robust economic
growth over the past decade and urged greater
collaboration, especially in areas like energy transition,
electronics manufacturing, and supply chain
integration. He also proposed expanding Malaysian
investment in high-tech industries and requested
Vietnam's insights into creative industries.

Both leaders discussed regional and global issues,
including the East Sea, and agreed to enhance
cooperation and mutual support at multilateral
forums. [Vietnam News]

Vietnam strengthens ties with Belarus
and Turkey at BRICS Summit

(Im) On October 24, Vietnamese Prime Minister Pham
Minh Chinh held separate meetings with Belarusian
President Aleksander Lukashenko and Turkish
President Recep Tayyip Erdogan on the sidelines of the
expanded BRICS Summit in Kazan, Russia. The
discussions focused on enhancing bilateral relations,
exploring economic cooperation, and addressing
regional and international issues of mutual concern.

Meeting with Belarusian President Lukashenko
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During his meeting with Belarusian President
Aleksander Lukashenko, Chinh emphasized Vietnam's
commitment to strengthening ties with Belarus,
describing it as a trusted friend and partner. He
highlighted the longstanding cooperation between the
two nations, nurtured over the past 30 years, and
called for deeper economic collaboration. Chinh
proposed revising the legal framework to align with
current cooperation demands and encouraged more
frequent exchanges of delegations to expand
partnerships across sectors.

Lukashenko congratulated newly elected Vietnamese
President Luong Cuong and commended Vietham's
socio-economic progress and growing international
influence. He agreed with Chinh's call for deeper ties,
suggesting collaboration in automobile production,
education, culture, tourism, and people-to-people
exchanges. Both leaders pledged to maintain
coordination at multilateral forums, particularly within
the United Nations and other regional organizations.
[Viet Nam News 1]

Meeting with Turkish President Erdogan

Prime Minister Chinh also met with Turkish President
Recep Tayyip Erdogan, focusing on strengthening
bilateral ties and expanding cooperation across
various sectors. Chinh recalled his visit to Turkey in
November 2023, praising Turkey's socio-economic
achievements under Erdogan's leadership. He
encouraged increased Turkish investment in Vietnam,
expressing Vietnam’s commitment to enhancing its
friendship with Turkey.

Erdogan congratulated President Cuong and
acknowledged Vietnam'’s socio-economic
achievements. He expressed gratitude for Vietnam’s
support of Turkey's sectoral dialogue partnership with
the Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN)
and conveyed sympathy for Vietnam'’s losses due to
Typhoon Yagi. Both leaders agreed to enhance senior-
level exchanges, aiming for USD 4 billion in bilateral
trade and new frameworks for trade, defense
collaboration, and simplified travel between the two
countries. [Viet Nam News 2]

Vietnam'’s Prime Minister Chinh seeks
stronger energy ties with Russia at BRICS
Summit

(Im) Prime Minister Pham Minh Chinh emphasized the
critical role of energy cooperation in strengthening
Vietnam-Russia relations during a series of meetings
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with Russian officials at the expanded BRICS Summit in
Kazan on October 23-24. Chinh underscored Vietnam's
commitment to deepening its Comprehensive Strategic
Partnership with Russia, focusing on mutual strengths
and potential areas for cooperation, especially in
energy, oil, and gas sectors.

Chinh met with Russian Deputy Prime Minister
Alexander Novak on October 23, affirming Russia as a
top foreign policy priority for Vietnam. Chinh praised
the robust diplomatic relations between the two
countries, further bolstered by President Vladimir
Putin’s state visit to Vietham in June 2024. Both leaders
recognized the positive outcomes of bilateral
cooperation, with energy emerging as a central pillar of
the partnership. In light of global efforts toward green
energy, Chinh called for new initiatives to address
climate change, urging Russian enterprises to expand
operations in Vietnam's oil and gas sectors. [Viet Nam
News 1]

Meeting separately with Russian Minister of Energy
Sergey Tsivilev, Chinh emphasized the significance of
regular exchanges at all levels to strengthen political
foundations, which enable cooperation in critical
sectors like energy and digital transformation. He
called for resuming training programs for Vietnamese
officials in energy-related fields and advancing projects
in green and clean energy, energy transition, and
atomic energy for peaceful purposes. [Viet Nam News
2]

During a meeting with Kudryashov Sergei Ivanovich,
General Director of Zarubezhneft, Chinh reiterated
that energy collaboration remains central to the
Vietnam-Russia partnership. He commended the 40-
year cooperation between Zarubezhneft and
Petrovietnam, emphasizing its positive impact on the
development of both countries. Ivanovich highlighted
progress in bilateral projects since his April meeting
with Chinh and requested continued support to
expand joint ventures. Chinh also encouraged
exploration of new areas, including tourism,
infrastructure, and sustainable energy. [Viet Nam News
3]

The meetings concluded with commitments to
expedite discussions on new cooperation agreements
in fields like education, investment, digital
transformation, and the circular economy, aligning
with the broader goals of Vietnam's energy transition
strategy.
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Vietnam, United Kingdom hold 10th
Strategic Dialogue with focus on
strengthening bilateral cooperation

(Im) Vietnam and the United Kingdom held their 10th
Strategic Dialogue on October 25 in Hanoi, co-chaired
by Deputy Foreign Minister Le Thi Thu Hang and UK
Parliamentary Under-Secretary of State Catherine
West. Both sides highlighted the growth of their
strategic partnership across sectors, including trade,
investment, defense, education, and climate action.

Hang emphasized the importance of expanding
traditional collaboration and exploring new areas
where the UK excels, such as renewable energy and
digital transformation. West praised Vietnam'’s
development and its role in the UK's Indo-Pacific
strategy. She expressed appreciation for Vietnam's
early ratification of the UK's accession to the
Comprehensive and Progressive Agreement for Trans-
Pacific Partnership (CPTPP).

The dialogue focused on maximizing the benefits of
the UK-Vietnam Free Trade Agreement (UKVFTA),
promoting British investment in infrastructure and
green development, and advancing joint initiatives like
the Just Energy Transition Partnership (JETP). Both
sides also pledged to enhance cultural exchanges and
educational cooperation, including expanding the
Chevening scholarship program and British Council
activities in Vietnam.

Defense and security cooperation were also discussed,
with both nations agreeing to intensify efforts in
combating organized crime, illegal migration, and
human trafficking, as well as supporting UN
peacekeeping missions.

The dialogue concluded with the adoption of the 2024-
2026 Vietnam-UK Action Plan, covering priorities in
diplomacy, sustainable growth, education, defense,
and regional stability. [Viet Nam News]

Vietnam, Australia pledge to strengthen
partnership in sustainable manufacturing

(wn) Vietnam and Australia are enhancing their
collaboration in sustainable manufacturing,
emphasizing technology and workforce training. With
Vietnam'’s manufacturing sector growing rapidly but
facing environmental challenges, both nations aim to
develop green production practices. Australia's
advanced research centers, such as the University of
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New South Wales' Materials and Manufacturing
Futures Institute, are leading this effort through
innovations like 3D printing, nanotechnology, and Al.

Despite nearly half of Vietnam's green job openings
being in manufacturing, the country faces a skills gap,
which the partnership aims to bridge. Initiatives like
Siemens' automation course, funded by New South
Wales, highlight efforts to equip Vietnam'’s workforce
with skills for sustainable production. [Vietham News]

Announcements

Upcoming Online Events

31 October 2024 @ 10:00 - 11:30 a.m., (GMT -4),
Inter-American Dialogue, USA

Election Series - Social Media and
Elections: Navigating Disinformation and
Free Speech

Experts will analyze the influence of social media in
recent elections across Latin America and discuss
implications for the upcoming U.S. elections in terms
of misinformation and free speech. For more
information, visit [Inter-American Dialogue].

31 October 2024 @ 13:00 - 14:00 p.m., (GMT), RUSI,
UK

Deputy Supreme Allied Commander
Europe on NATO'’s Strategic Shift

Admiral Sir Keith Blount, Deputy Supreme Allied
Commander Europe, will deliver this year's Gallipoli
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Memorial Lecture, sharing insights on NATO'’s evolving
strategic priorities. For more information, visit [RUSI].

31 October 2024 @ 14:00 - 16:00 p.m., (GMT -4), CSIS,
USA

Staying Ahead in the Global Technology
Race

The CSIS Economic Security and Technology
Department hosts a virtual event discussing the
upcoming Department compendium on strategies for
staying competitive in the global technology landscape.
For more information, visit [CSIS].

31 October 2024 @ 09:30 a.m. - 12:00 p.m., (GMT -4),
CSIS, USA

U.S. Investment in the Philippines: More
Than Meets the Eye

The CSIS Southeast Asia Program presents findings
from a report on U.S. investments in the Philippines,
highlighting its economic impact and strategic
importance. For more information, visit [CSIS].

31 October 2024 @ 12:00 - 13:15 p.m., (GMT -7),
Freeman Spogli Institute for International Studies,
USA

International Actors and Local
Connections in the Struggles Over Legal
Reforms in the South Caucasus

This event examines international influence on legal
reforms in Armenia and Georgia, highlighting how local
elites and Western institutions affect governance in the
South Caucasus.

For more information, visit [Freeman Spogli Institute].

31 October 2024 @ 10:00 a.m. - 17:35 p.m.,(GMT -7),
Freeman Spogli Institute for International Studies,
USA

DAY TWO: 3rd Annual Geopolitics of
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Technology in East Asia

This event will delve into critical discussions on the
evolving technological landscape in East Asia, focusing
on geopolitical implications for regional and global
security. For more information, visit [Freeman Spogli
Institute].

31 October 2024 @ 12:00 - 13:00 p.m., (GMT -4),
Carnegie Endowment for International Peace, USA

Deciphering the Indian American Vote

This event will present new survey findings on Indian
American political attitudes and preferences ahead of
the U.S. elections, providing fresh insights into this
demographic's electoral impact. For more information,
visit [Carnegie Endowment].

01 November 2024 @ 10:00 - 11:00 a.m., (GMT -4),
Hudson Institute, USA

Countering Authoritarian Regimes’ New
Tactics in Latin America

Hudson Adjunct Fellow Daniel Batlle will engage with
Freedom House Trustee Félix Maradiaga to discuss the
evolving tactics of authoritarian regimes in Latin
America and how democracies can adapt to support
regional leaders. For more information, visit [Hudson
Institute].

01 November 2024 @ 10:00 - 11:30 a.m., (GMT +8),
ISEAS - Yusof Ishak Institute, Singapore

Party Dissolution, Ethics Violations, and
Judicial Overreach in Thailand: Evolution
and Consequences

This webinar explores judicialized politics in Thailand,
analyzing whether recent political rulings indicate a
trend toward judicial influence over elected bodies and
political parties. For more information, visit [ISEAS].

01 November 2024 @ 11:30 a.m. - 12:15 p.m., (GMT
-4), Carnegie Endowment for International Peace,
USA
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A Conversation with Former Israeli Prime
Minister Ehud Barak

Join Ehud Barak for a discussion on Iranian-Israeli
tensions, the U.S.-Israel alliance, and Israel’s military
and political strategies in the region, hosted by Aaron
David Miller. For more information, visit [Carnegie
Endowment].

1 November 2024 @ 13:00 - 14:00 p.m., (GMT -4), Ash
Center for Democratic Governance and Innovation,
USA

The Role of Unions in Elections and
Democracy

Part of the 2024 U.S. Election Webinar series, this event
will gather experts to discuss the influence of unions
on elections, voter trends, and issues like election
security and down-ballot races. For more information,
visit [Ash Center].

4 November 2024 @ 10:00 - 11:30 a.m., (GMT -4),
Hudson Institute, USA

Navigating GPS Vulnerabilities:
Implications for US Economic and
National Security

Experts will discuss the challenges facing the U.S. GPS
infrastructure and propose solutions to safeguard
economic and national security in a context of
increasing technological threats. For more information,
visit [Hudson Institute].

04 November 2024 @ 12:00 - 13:00 p.m., (GMT -4),
Hudson Institute, USA

At the Edge of Empire: A Discussion with
Edward Wong

This discussion will center on Edward Wong's book and
his perspectives on geopolitical shifts, featuring
insights from Hudson experts Kenneth Weinstein and
Nury Turkel. For more information, visit [Hudson
Institute].
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4 November 2024 @ 09:30 - 10:30 a.m., (GMT +1),
GIGA Hamburg, Germany

Franco-German Observatory of the Indo-
Pacific

Dr. Kate O'Shaughnessy, Research Director at the
Perth USAsia Centre, will present her insights based on
her experience as an Australian diplomat in Mauritius,
Seychelles, Madagascar, and Comoros. The discussion
will cover her research on Indonesian history and its
socio-political implications. For more information, visit
[GIGA].

4 November 2024 @ 16:00 - 17:30 p.m., (GMT +1),
ODI, EU

For a gender-just transition: advancing
gender-responsive climate action at
COP29

Representatives from EU institutions and civil society
will address current and future priorities in gender-
responsive climate action to ensure progress on
existing commitments. For more information, visit
[OD1.

4 November 2024 @ 12:30 - 13:30 p.m., (GMT +10),
Lowy Institute, Australia

In conversation with Shashank Joshi -
Defence Editor, The Economist

The Economist's Defence Editor Shashank Joshi will
provide an analysis of pressing global defense issues,
covering topics such as the Ukraine conflict, Middle
Eastern tensions, and China's growing nuclear
capabilities. For more information, visit [Lowy
Institute].

5 November 2024 @ 10:00 - 11:30 a.m., (GMT +10),
Bell School, Australia

The Influences on British Strategic
Decision-Making in the Iraq Intervention
2003 - 2009
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This presentation will examine the factors shaping
British strategic decisions in Iraq, utilizing analysis
frameworks that highlight the unpredictability of
conflict environments. For more information, visit [Bell
School].

5 November 2024 @ 09:00 - 11:30 a.m., (GMT +2),
Finnish Institute of International Affairs, Finland

Defense Talks discussion event

This discussion will focus on Finland's role in NATO, the
opportunities and challenges for soldiers, reservists,
and civilians, and implications for national
preparedness.

For more information, visit [Finnish Institute of
International Affairs].

5 November 2024 @ 15:00 p.m., (GMT +6), Crisis
Group, Bangladesh

Bangladesh Three Months After Hasina's
Downfall: Opportunities and Challenges

Panelists will discuss the interim government’s reform
agenda and the opportunities for international support
in political and economic reforms, as well as the
challenges in managing domestic and international
relations. For more information, visit [Crisis Group].

05 November 2024 @ 16:00 - 16:45 p.m., (GMT -5),
RAND Corporation, USA

Racial and Socioeconomic Divides in
Algebra Teaching and Learning

RAND is hosting a webinar to share new data on who
has access to algebra in 8th and 9th grade, alongside
the teaching and learning experiences in those
classrooms.

For more information, visit [RAND Corporation].

5 November 2024 @ 15:00 - 16:00 p.m., (GMT -8),
Freeman Spogli Institute for International Studies,
USA
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Christophe Crombez: Elections in Europe
and the Rise of the Far Right

This talk discusses recent European elections and the
implications for democracy, with a focus on the rise of
far-right parties and potential impacts on EU policy
areas, including immigration and environmental
policies. For more information, visit [Freeman Spogli
Institute].

5 November 2024 @ 11:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m., (GMT
-5), CSIS, USA

Driving Impact Live: From Military Service
to Leading Veterans Affairs

The Diversity and Leadership in International Affairs
Project invites participants to hear the personal and
professional journeys of prominent policy leaders in
Washington. For more information, visit [CSIS].

6 November 2024 @ 17:30 - 19:30 p.m., (GMT), RUSI,
UK

Michael Clarke on Great British
Commanders as Shapers of History

Professor Michael Clarke will discuss his latest book,
"Great British Commanders," focusing on the historical
impact of British military leadership on strategy and
outcomes. For more information, visit [RUSI].

6 November 2024 @ 14:45 - 15:45 p.m., (GMT),
Bruegel, Belgium

The Sound of Economics Live: The US
voted - what now?

A special live episode of the Sound of Economics
podcast will discuss the implications of the recent US
elections and explore potential future
developments. For more information, visit [Bruegel].

Recent Book Releases

Tony Cheng, The Policing Machine: Enforcement,
Endorsements, and the Illlusion of Public Input, The
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University of Chicago Press., 233 pages, published
December 13, 2023. For a review, see [LSE].

Vladislav M. Zubok, Collapse: The Fall of the Soviet
Union, Yale University Press, 560 pages, published
November 30, 2023. For a review, see [LSE]

Sulmaan Wasif Khan, The Struggle for Taiwan: A
History of America, China, and the Island Caught
Between, Basic Books, 336 pages, published May 14,
2024. For a review, see [Foreign Affairs]

Patriot: A Memoir, Alexei Navalny, Knopf, 496 pages,
published October 22, 2024. For a review, see
[Guardian]

Nile Green, Empire's Son, Empire's Orphan: The
Fantastical Lives of Ikbal and Idries Shah, W. W.
Norton & Company, 384 pages, published July 2, 2024.
For a review, see [LARB]

Michael Tackett, EThe Price of Power: How Mitch
McConnell Mastered the Senate, Changed America,
and Lost His Party, Simon & Schuster, 416 pages,
published October 29, 2024. For a review, see [NYT]

Calls

The Faculty of Law at Otego University invites paper
proposals for its “Charting the Future of Private Law
in Aotearoa New Zealand Symposium,” to be held on
February 10, 2025. The deadline for abstract
submission is December 1, 2024. For more
information, see [University of Otego].

University of Villanova School of Law invites paper
proposals for its symposium “Islamic and Jewish Law
in the Modern Economy,” to be held on May 5-6, 2025.
The deadline for abstract submission is December 1,
2024. For more information, see [Calling All Papers].

Jobs and Positions

The United Nations Development Programme
(UNDP) is looking for a Consultoria para la
Ensefianza Musical(UNDP-PAN-00397) to be based in
Panama City, Panama. Applications are accepted until
November 7, 2024. More information is provided at
[UNDP].
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The United Nations Development Programme
(UNDP) is seeking Agricultural/Livestock Training
Services to be based in Pakistan. Applications are
accepted until November 7, 2024. More information is
provided at [UNDP].

The United Nations Development Programme
(UNDP) is hiring for Layout of Reports for Health
and Development, Access to Healthcare to be based
in Uganda. Applications are accepted until November
7,2024. More information is provided at [UNDP].

The United Nations Development Programme
(UNDP) is recruiting a Consultant Expert in Gender
Analysis to be based in Madagascar. Applications are
accepted until November 15, 2024. More information
is provided at [UNDP].

The United Nations Development Programme
(UNDP) seeks Industrial Training in
Automotive/Allied Auto-Industry in Pakistan.
Applications are accepted until November 7, 2024.
More information is provided at [UNDP].

The United Nations Development Programme
(UNDP) is looking for Education in Musical Initiation
- Chair in Panama City, Panama. Applications are
accepted until November 8, 2024. More information is
provided at [UNDP].

The United Nations Development Programme
(UNDP) is offering a consultancy for Piloting
Innovative Models in Panama City, Panama.
Applications are accepted until November 6, 2024.
More information is provided at [UNDP].

The United Nations Development Programme
(UNDP) seeks Technical Assistance for MIDAGRI in
Peru. Applications are accepted until November 4,
2024. More information is provided at [UNDP].

The United Nations Development Programme
(UNDP) is recruiting for Thematic Evaluation of
UNDP’s Contribution to Gender in Pakistan.
Applications are accepted until November 4, 2024.
More information is provided at [UNDP].

The United Nations Children's Fund (UNICEF) is
looking for an Immunization Supply Chain
Management Consultant to be based in Amman,
Jordan. Applications are accepted until November 3,
2024. More information is provided at [UNICEF].

The United Nations Children's Fund (UNICEF) is
seeking a National Consultant for Gender and
Disability Analysis for the Cesty Program to be
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home-based in Prague, Czech Republic, with travel as
needed. Applications are accepted until November 7,
2024. More information is provided at [UNICEF].

The United Nations Children's Fund (UNICEF) is
looking for a Consultant on Development of Child
Rights Learning Modules Phase One to be based in
the United States. Applications are accepted until
November 2, 2024. More information is provided at
[UNICEF].

The United Nations Children's Fund (UNICEF) is
hiring a Child Protection Intern to be based in Beijing,
China. Applications are accepted until November 3,
2024. More information is provided at [UNICEF].

The United Nations Children's Fund (UNICEF) is
seeking a Case Management National Consultant
for the Czech Republic Refugee Response Office,
home-based in Prague, with travel as needed.
Applications are accepted until November 7, 2024.
More information is provided at [UNICEF].

The United Nations Children's Fund (UNICEF) is
hiring a consultancy for a Content Creation and
Multimedia Consultant in the Communication
Section at the UNICEF Refugee Response Office in
Warsaw, Poland. Applications are accepted until
November 4, 2024. More information is provided at
[UNICEF].

The United Nations Children's Fund (UNICEF) is
looking for a Chief of Strategic Business and Change
Management Section, P-5 to be based at the Global
Shared Services Centre in Budapest, Hungary.
Applications are accepted until November 17, 2024.
More information is provided at [UNICEF].

The United Nations Children's Fund (UNICEF) is
recruiting a Knowledge Management Intern
(Adolescent and Youth Development) to be based in
Amman, Jordan. Applications are accepted until
November 2, 2024. More information is provided at
[UNICEF].

The Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) is
looking for a Finance Officer (Internal Surge for FAO
staff only) for multiple locations. Applications are
accepted until November 19, 2024. More information
is provided at [FAQ].

The Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) is
seeking a Logistics Officer (Internal Surge for FAO
staff only) for multiple locations. Applications are
accepted until November 19, 2024. More information
is provided at [FAQ].
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The Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) is
recruiting a Procurement Officer (Internal Surge for
FAO staff only) for multiple locations. Applications are
accepted until November 19, 2024. More information
is provided at [FAQ].

The Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) is
hiring a Programme Officer (Internal Surge for FAO
staff only) for multiple locations. Applications are
accepted until November 19, 2024. More information
is provided at [FAQ].

The Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) is
offering a position for an Emergency and
Rehabilitation Officer (CVA Programming) (Internal
Surge for FAO staff only) for multiple locations.
Applications are accepted until November 19, 2024.
More information is provided at [FAQ].

The University of Roehampton is looking for Short
Course Visiting Tutors across various disciplines,
including Psychology, Business, Law, Computing, Arts &
Humanities, Media, Creative Industries, Social Science,
Life & Health Sciences, Construction, Architectural
Technology, Civil Engineering, and Education.
Applications are accepted until November 8, 2024.
More information is provided at [University of
Roehampton].

Birmingham Law School, University of Birmingham
is seeking an Associate Professor in Law (Research
and Education). Applications are accepted until
November 11, 2024. More information is provided at
[University of Birmingham].

The College of Business, Public Policy & Law,
University of Galway is looking for an Executive
Dean (Established Professor). Applications are
accepted until December 5, 2024. More information is
provided at [University of Galway].

The Centre for International Law, National
University of Singapore is looking for a Research
Associate in Artificial Intelligence and Technology
Law to be based in Singapore. Applications are
accepted until November 25, 2024. More information
is provided at [National University of Singapore].

The Centre for International Law, National
University of Singapore is seeking a Research Fellow
in International Trade Law to be based in Singapore.
Applications are accepted until December 24, 2024.
More information is provided at [National University of
Singaporel.
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Essex Law School, University of Essex is looking for a
Lecturer ASE to be based in Colchester, with a hybrid
work option. Applications are accepted until November
10, 2024. More information is provided at [University
of Essex].
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