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Dear Readers,

Welcome to this week’s issue of the Asia in Review (AiR)

covering the latest events, developments and trends in

domestic politics, international relations and

geopolitics in East Asia, South Asia, and Southeast Asia.

I wish you an informative read and extend special

greetings to everyone who celebrates the

Independence Day of Cambodia and the National Day

of Tonga this week.

With best regards,

Henning Glaser

Editor in Chief

Webpage: www.cpg-online.de, Facebook:

https://www.facebook.com/CPGTU
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China: New policy for undergrads’

scholarship and cooperative education

system proposed

(jf) China has introduced new measures its educational

system to strengthen support for pupils and

undergraduate students.

New undergraduate scholarships

China has recently reformed its scholarship and

bursary systems for senior high school and college

students, aiming to increase financial support for

young people pursuing higher education. This

initiative, launched by the Ministries of Finance,

Education, and Human Resources and Social Security,

will double the number of undergraduates eligible for



state-level scholarships, with substantial increases in

financial aid starting this year.

Under the new policy, 120,000 undergraduate students

from universities and junior colleges will be eligible for

a state scholarship, each receiving RMB 10,000 (USD

1,400) per year, compared to the previous 60,000-

student quota and an award of up to RMB 8,000 (USD

1124) annually. These state-level scholarships are

designed to support students who excel academically,

demonstrate diligence, and show strong moral

character.

Additionally, the policy doubles the number of

scholarships for postgraduate students, increasing

from 45,000 to 90,000, with 70,000 set aside for

master’s candidates and 20,000 for doctoral students.

The program also includes increased support for

students facing financial hardship. Beginning this

semester, financially challenged students will receive

an average of RMB 3,700 (USD 520) in state financial

aid, with some receiving up to RMB 5,000 (USD 702) –

an increase from the previous RMB 3,300 (USD 464)

per year.

Starting in the spring semester next year, financial aid

will extend to regular senior high school students with

financial needs. These students will receive an average

of RMB 2,300, with the most financially disadvantaged

receiving up to RMB 3,500 (USD 492) annually, up from

the previous RMB 2,000 (USD 281). Financial aid for

vocational high school students will also increase from

RMB 2,000 to RMB 2,300 annually, covering third-year

students in financial need. [The State Council, China 1]

New cooperative education system

Chinese authorities are exploring a new nationwide

cooperative education system for primary and middle

school students that brings together families, schools,

and communities to support student development.

This initiative, detailed in a recent work plan, was

issued by 17 departments, including the Ministry of

Education, the Ministry of Civil Affairs, and the National

Working Committee on Children and Women under

the State Council.

The proposed system aims to foster the healthy, well-

rounded development of students by positioning

schools at the center, with active involvement from

local communities and resources to build strong

connections. The plan outlines specific roles for

various stakeholders. Government departments are

expected to provide strong leadership, while

educational authorities are tasked with coordinating

across agencies and social organizations to enable
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schools to take the lead and offer specialized support.

Families are encouraged to promote a positive home

environment and adopt scientifically informed

parenting approaches, while schools should guide

family education, create effective communication

channels with families, and welcome input from

parents and the wider community.

The Ministry of Education highlighted the importance

of tackling issues that many primary and middle school

students face, such as myopia, obesity, scoliosis, and

mental health concerns. Addressing these requires a

unified effort from schools, families, and communities.

[The State Council 2]

China: Marriage registrations decline for

first nine months

(jf) China, grappling with a declining population,

recorded a significant drop in marriage registrations in

the first nine months of 2024, according to recent data

from the Ministry of Civil Affairs. During this period,

4.747 million couples registered their marriages, while

5.690 million marriages were registered during the

same period in 2023, marking a slight increase from

2022.

The decline in marriages comes amid rising economic

uncertainties and living costs, which have led many

young couples to delay marriage—a concerning trend

for lawmakers aiming to counter population decline. In

response, China has introduced a revised law

simplifying marriage registration while making divorce

more challenging.

Divorces also saw a slight decrease, with 1.967 million

divorces registered in the first three quarters of 2024,

down by 6,000 compared to the same period last year.

With birth rates falling for the second consecutive year,

China is actively promoting projects and initiatives in

major cities to encourage a “new era” culture of

marriage and childbearing, aiming to create a

supportive environment for family growth. [Reuters]

China: Wang Huning emphasizes CPPCC's

Consultative Role and Responsibilities

(lb) At a recent meeting of the Chinese People's

Political Consultative Conference (CPPCC), Wang

Huning, chairman of the CPPCC National Committee

and a top member of China's political leadership,
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underscored the importance of the CPPCC as a

specialized consultative body. Chairing the 27th

session of the Chairpersons Council, Wang - believed

to be the chief ideologue of the Chinese Communist

Party and responsible for official political ideologies of

three CCP general secretaries since the 1990s –

highlighted that the CPPCC should strengthen its role

in consultative democracy to better contribute to

China’s decision-making processes.

Wang called on political advisors to improve their

theoretical knowledge and operational methods to

enhance the effectiveness of their consultative roles.

He urged members to prioritize research on significant

issues, offering constructive suggestions to support

China’s reform agenda and promote economic growth.

This emphasis on theoretical competence aims to

deepen advisors' expertise and further their impact on

policy discussions.

In addition to economic goals, Wang encouraged

advisors to focus on China's cultural development and

international communication. He stressed the need for

political advisors to support cultural initiatives,

fostering China’s presence as a cultural power and

improving its global image. Enhanced communication

with foreign audiences is seen as a way to broaden

international understanding of China’s policies and

societal values.

The Chairpersons Council meeting also passed a

document defining the roles of special committees

within the CPPCC. Additionally, a set of regulations was

approved to promote effective consultation between

the CPPCC, the Communist Party, and government

departments, facilitating political advice that

contributes to national governance. [China Daily]

China: President of AstraZeneca China

under investigation

(lb) AstraZeneca has confirmed that Leon Wang, its

China President and Executive Vice President of

International, is currently cooperating with an

investigation by Chinese authorities. The

pharmaceutical company, headquartered in the UK

and Sweden, stated in a brief statement that its China

operations would continue under General Manager

Michael Lai. AstraZeneca did not provide specifics

regarding the nature of the investigation.

The probe into Wang follows recent scrutiny of

AstraZeneca’s operations in China. Bloomberg

reported that in September, Chinese police detained
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five current and former employees for questioning in

connection with potential illegal activities. Eva Yin, a

former AstraZeneca executive, was also recently

detained, further intensifying focus on the company’s

practices in one of its largest markets. [BNN

Bloomberg]

The Chinese foreign ministry declined to discuss

Wang’s case directly, instead emphasizing that China

remains welcoming of foreign companies and

committed to safeguarding their lawful interests.

AstraZeneca has pledged its cooperation with

authorities but has yet to release detailed information

about the ongoing investigation. [Anadolu Agency]

[Ministry of Foreign Affairs PRC]

China: Over USD 1.4 trillion extra debt

issuance over next few years planned

(jf) China may approve a significant debt issuance of

over RMB 10 trillion (USD 1.4 trillion) this week to

stimulate its struggling economy, according to

informed sources. The Standing Committee of the

National People's Congress (NPC), China’s top

legislative body, is expected to approve this fiscal

package during a meeting from November 4-8, with

plans to raise around RMB 6 trillion (USD 0.84 trillion)

through special sovereign bonds over the next three

years, starting in 2024. This funding would primarily

aid local governments in managing off-the-books debt.

The total amount, to be raised via special treasury and

local government bonds, represents over 8 percent of

China’s economic output, highlighting the country’s

efforts to counter the challenges posed by a prolonged

property market slump and rising local government

debt.

This stimulus package suggests that China is adopting

a more aggressive approach to support its economy,

though it falls short of the substantial 2008-style

stimulus some investors have been hoping for.

Notably, this plan could be further expanded if Donald

Trump wins the U.S. election, sources noted.

As part of the package, the NPC Standing Committee

may also approve up to RMB 4 trillion (USD 0.56

trillion) in special-purpose bonds over the next five

years for local governments, specifically for purchasing

idle land and property. This would be in addition to the

typical annual issuance quota, which primarily funds

infrastructure projects – set at RMB 3.9 trillion for 2024

and 3.8 trillion for 2023. The move aims to ease
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liquidity and debt pressures for both local

governments and property developers.

These special-purpose bonds, an off-budget financing

method used by local governments, are generally

allocated to specific policy goals, like infrastructure.

Should the NPC Standing Committee authorize these

issuances in full rather than incrementally, the total

fiscal stimulus could exceed RMB 10 trillion, the

sources added. An average of RMB 2 trillion in new

central government debt annually signals Beijing’s

urgency to support the economy. [Reuters]

China: Ministry of Natural Resources

reveals remarkable findings for green-

energy minerals

(jf) China recently announced “prominent results” in its

search for green-energy minerals, with the Ministry of

Natural Resources revealing the discovery of new

deposits essential for the country's national security.

The ministry's latest findings include large reserves of

minerals like gold, copper, molybdenum, phosphorite,

and fluorite – resources critical for clean energy,

semiconductors, and quantum technology, all of which

are central in the tech competition between the U.S.

and China.

The report highlighted substantial finds across several

regions: over 57 tons of gold, 3.8 million tons of

copper, and 137,000 tons of molybdenum were

uncovered in Heilongjiang province. Southwestern

Sichuan and Guizhou provinces hold a combined 446

million tons of phosphorite, while Inner Mongolia and

Zhejiang together boast 6.9 million tons of fluorite.

These discoveries are part of a “mineral hunting”

program that began in 2021, with a goal to secure

critical mineral resources over the next 15 years,

influencing future manufacturing, technology, defense,

and geopolitical dynamics.

Although China isn’t the global leader in most mineral

reserves, it holds the largest share of natural graphite

and rare earths. The International Energy Agency (IEA)

reports that China possesses 28 percent of the world’s

natural graphite – vital for lithium-ion battery anodes –

and 38 percent of rare earths, crucial for items like

wind turbine generators, lasers, and advanced missile

systems.

China also leads in processing essential minerals: as of

2022, it handles 65 percent of the world’s lithium, 74

percent of cobalt, 90 percent of rare earths, and nearly
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all natural graphite, according to IEA data. Lithium,

cobalt, and graphite are integral to battery longevity

and are expected to see rising demand as global

decarbonization efforts intensify. [South China

Morning Post]

China: Manufacturing returned to

expansion in October

(jf) China’s manufacturing sector returned to growth in

October as an increase in new orders spurred

production, indicating a positive start for the final

quarter, according to a private-sector survey released

on November 1. The Caixin/S&P Global manufacturing

PMI rose to 50.3 in October, up from 49.3 in

September.

This reading aligns with an official survey from October

31 that showed manufacturing activity expanding for

the first time since April, helped by recent stimulus

measures aimed at achieving the year’s economic

growth target of around 5 percent. Markets now await

further details on China’s potential new debt issuance

to support its fragile economy, still impacted by a

property downturn and low consumer confidence.

Reports indicate that the government may soon

approve new debt issuance exceeding RMB 10 trillion

(USD 1.4 trillion) over the next few years. [Global

Times]

Input and output prices edged up slightly in October.

However, new export orders fell for a third consecutive

month, though the decline was less steep than in

September. Concerns remain that potential tariffs on

Chinese goods, particularly if U.S. Republican

candidate Donald Trump wins the upcoming

presidential election, may impact China’s exports, one

of the few bright spots this year.

Despite the uptick in orders, job losses in

manufacturing reached the fastest rate since May

2023, with companies reducing temporary workers

and not filling vacancies left by departing employees.

[Reuters]

China: New home prices rose faster in

October

(jf) New home prices in China rose more quickly in

October, typically a popular time for home buying,

hinting that recent government support measures may
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be beginning to stabilize the struggling real estate

market. According to property researcher China Index

Academy, the average price across 100 cities rose 0.29

percent in October, up from 0.14 percent in

September.

On an annual basis, the average price increased by

2.08 percent, compared to 1.85 percent growth in

September. China's property market, which once

contributed around a quarter of the nation's economic

activity, has been in a prolonged slump since 2021,

dragging down the broader economy. [Chine Index

Academy, in Chinese]

In late September, authorities introduced a series of

supportive policies for the property sector, including

reducing the minimum down payment to 15 percent

across all housing types and easing home purchase

restrictions (see AiR No. 40, October/2024, 1). These

measures seem to be helping, at least in some major

cities. For instance, Shanghai saw the largest month-

on-month increase, with home prices rising by 1.09

percent.

However, smaller cities continue to struggle, reflecting

cautious buyer sentiment that has cooled the real

estate market in recent years. In these areas, average

new home prices dropped 0.02 percent in October,

according to the China Index Academy. The total value

of new homes sold fell 34.7 percent year-on-year from

January to October, though it rose by 10.53 percent in

October alone, based on a separate survey. Housing

ministry data also showed a 3.9 percent increase in

total home sales by volume in October, marking the

first annual rise since February. Sales of both new and

second-hand homes grew, with major cities posting

stronger gains. [Reuters 1]

Economists, however, cautioned that the surge in high-

tier cities could simply reflect pent-up demand

responding to the easing measures, warning that such

demand might not last long, as shown by similar brief

recoveries over the past two years.

Recent data indicates that China's housing market

continues to face significant challenges. In September

2024, new home prices experienced their fastest

decline since May 2015, falling 5.8 percent year-on-

year, with a monthly decrease of 0.7 percent. Despite

government measures to stimulate the sector, such as

lowering mortgage rates and easing purchase

restrictions, the property market remains a substantial

drag on the economy. Additionally, the phenomenon

of "ghost cities" – vast urban areas with uninhabited

apartment blocks – highlights the over-investment in

real estate and the resulting oversupply. This situation
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has led to plummeting property prices and a banking

crisis, with nearly 100 million empty apartment units

across the country. [news.com.au][Reuters 2]

China: BYD’s EV third-quarter revenue

outpaced Tesla for the first time

(jf) Chinese electric vehicle (EV) maker BYD reported an

11.5 percent increase in third-quarter net profit on

October 30, benefiting from strong sales momentum

and government incentives for trade-ins. BYD’s net

profit for July through September rose to RMB 11.6

billion (USD 1.63 billion), while its profit for the first

nine months increased by 18.1 percent to RMB 25.2

billion (USD 3.5 billion).

The company’s third-quarter revenue jumped 24

percent year-on-year to RMB 201.1 billion (USD 28.24

billion), marking the first time BYD surpassed Tesla in

quarterly revenue since it ceased producing gasoline-

powered vehicles in 2022. In comparison, Tesla’s

revenue for the same period was USD 25.2 billion.

However, Tesla still led BYD in global EV sales from July

to September. Tesla's profitability outlook had come

under heightened scrutiny after slashing vehicle prices

over the last year so in response to increased offerings

from other companies in the EV industry. But Tesla

reported last week a third-quarter profit of USD 2.2

billion, up 17 percent from the same period last year.

[CNA]

In China, BYD continues to dominate, with its vehicles

representing over one-third of all EV and plug-in hybrid

sales this year. The company set a new monthly sales

record in September, achieving its highest quarterly

sales figures in Q3. BYD, along with competitors like

Tesla, has benefited from expanded subsidies in China,

aimed at promoting green vehicle purchases. In fact,

China’s overall car sales rebounded last month,

breaking a five-month slump due to these incentives.

However, BYD’s growth in pure EV sales (as opposed to

hybrids) slowed to 2.7 percent, with 443,426 units sold

in Q3. This slight decline has allowed some of its EV

market share to shift to other competitors in China,

according to Reuters.

While BYD continues to sell the majority of its cars

within China, it is targeting higher sales this year, as

outlined in a September report from Morgan Stanley,

and plans to double its exports to 450,000 vehicles, a

reduction from the initial target of 500,000. Despite

facing higher tariffs, BYD has pushed into the

European market, selling 94,477 vehicles overseas in
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Q3, a 32.6 percent increase from the previous year.

[Reuters]

China: TikTok founder becomes country’s

new richest person, overall number of

billionaires drops

(jf) Zhang Yiming, co-founder of TikTok’s parent

company ByteDance, topped the 2024 Hurun China

Rich List, with his wealth estimated at USD 49.3 billion.

Released on October 29 by Hurun Inc., the list ranks

China’s wealthiest individuals. Zhang’s climb to the top

follows ByteDance’s 30 percent revenue growth last

year, reaching USD 110 billion.

Since TikTok's global launch in May 2017, it has rapidly

gained worldwide popularity, particularly among young

users, making it a groundbreaking success story for

Chinese companies aiming to enter U.S. and

international markets. However, TikTok is now facing

significant legal hurdles in the U.S., where it has nearly

200 million users, including state and federal lawsuits

alleging failure to protect minors.

Zhang, who owns a 20 percent stake in ByteDance, co-

founded the company in 2012 with his college

roommate Liang Rubo in Beijing. He stepped down as

CEO in 2021, having transformed ByteDance into a

tech giant. In addition to TikTok, ByteDance owns the

news app Toutiao and Douyin, TikTok’s counterpart in

China. Zhang’s ascent pushed bottled water magnate

Zhong Shanshan to second place, ending his three-

year lead. Zhong’s company faced backlash earlier this

year from nationalists accusing him of lacking

patriotism, impacting the company’s stock price. In

third place was Pony Ma, founder of Tencent, which

owns the widely used WeChat platform.

The list also revealed a decline in China’s billionaires,

with the number of U.S.-dollar billionaires dropping by

142 to 753 this year. Since its peak in 2021, China has

lost over a third of its billionaires, with 432 fewer on

the list. The overall number of individuals on the list,

totaling 1,094, has decreased for the third consecutive

year. The list includes those with at least RMB 5 billion

(about USD 700 million) as of the end of August,

covering individuals in Hong Kong, Macao, and Taiwan.

Hurun attributes the decline to economic challenges,

noting a “difficult year” for China’s economy and stock

markets. China continues to face a real estate crisis,

high local government debt, and weakened consumer

spending. The rise of Zhang represents the

replacement of real estate developers to the focus on

https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-slhhlkk-l-z/


technology, renewable energy, consumer electronics,

ecommerce, and healthcare. [CNN]

China: Denial of transgender celebrity's

play proposal sparks controversy

(lb) Chinese transgender celebrity Jin Xing, a celebrated

dancer and choreographer, faced controversy after

authorities in Guangzhou denied her request to stage

an adaptation of Cao Yu's play Sunrise. The decision

has generated significant attention on Chinese social

media, prompting Jin to question the motives behind

the refusal in a now-deleted Weibo post, which quickly

amassed over 130 million views and 140,000 'likes. Jin

expressed that she felt the decision was "personal,"

calling on officials to provide transparent reasoning.

The Guangzhou Culture and Tourism Bureau

responded by stating the denial was not personal,

suggesting instead that there may have been an error

in her application. Despite this, Jin's supporters and

some commentators believe the refusal reflects the

Chinese government’s discomfort with non-traditional

gender identities and LGBT themes, especially in public

art and performance. Jin’s high-profile status and

history of advocating for gender inclusivity have made

her a prominent figure, though such views remain

contentious in China.

China’s approach to LGBT issues has seen significant

shifts over the years. Although homosexuality was

decriminalized in 1997, official support for LGBT

representation has waned under President Xi Jinping’s

administration, which has implemented more

conservative cultural policies. Examples of government

intervention include the banning of LGBT social media

accounts and restrictions on LGBT-themed

performances, reflecting an increasingly narrow view

of acceptable cultural expression.

Commentators argue that this censorship hampers

artistic freedom in China. Observers like Ji Feng and

artist Du Yinghong suggest that regional authorities

often avoid content or figures that might challenge

government-approved narratives, including topics

surrounding gender and sexuality. They predict further

challenges for nonconforming artists like Jin as China’s

cultural policies continue to prioritize a "clean-cut"

image that aligns with Communist Party ideals. [Radio

Free Asia]
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China: Falung Gong practitioners

sentenced to jail

(dql) Two residents of Yakeshi City, Inner Mongolia,

have been reportedly sentenced to prison due to their

practice of Falun Gong, a spiritual discipline banned by

the Chinese government since 1999.

Both were arrested in April last year. On July 9, the

Yakeshi City Court sentenced the two to 7 years and

7.5 years, respectively. Following their appeal, the

court upheld the verdicts on September 23.

Additionally, two other Falun Gong practitioners

arrested on April 8, Ms. Zhang Liyan and Ms. Yang

Shuqin, received prison terms of 4.5 years and 3 years,

respectively. [Bitter Winter] [Minghui]

China: Surrogacy abandonment case

being investigated

(jf) A 28-year-old woman who acted as a surrogate in

the southwestern city of Chengdu was reportedly

abandoned by the agency she worked with, sparking

widespread criticism on social media and prompting

health authorities to investigate. Surrogacy is illegal in

China, and last year authorities vowed to strictly crack

down on illegal activities involving assisted

reproductive technologies, including the buying or

selling of sperm, eggs, and surrogacy services.

According to a post on Weibo by Shangguan Zhengyi, a

user known for following surrogacy cases in China, the

woman underwent an embryo transplant three

months ago but initially showed no signs of pregnancy.

She was sent home by the agency, only to discover

later that she was indeed pregnant. When she

attempted to contact the agency, she received no

response. [Weibo, in Chinese]

Shangguan’s post quickly gained traction on Weibo,

becoming one of the top trending topics on November

1, with thousands of comments. [Reuters]

In a separate case, the legal representative of two

companies in northeastern Qingdao accused of

involvement in surrogacy has been arrested, with the

case under investigation.

Following online allegations in August regarding

Qingdao Meike Biotechnology Co. Ltd. and Qingdao

Chunyun IVF Consultation Co. Ltd., authorities

launched an investigation. The investigation found that

Cong, the legal representative of both companies, was
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engaged in unauthorized human-assisted reproductive

procedures and is suspected of other criminal

activities. Additionally, five other individuals were

implicated in varying degrees of involvement in illegal

practices related to reproductive technologies.

Punishments were handed down according to the

severity of each offense. Measures included issuing

warnings, confiscating illicit earnings, and revoking

medical licenses. Two doctors were banned from

practicing in the medical and health fields for life.

[China Daily]

China: Rights lawyers sentenced

(lb) Chinese human rights lawyer Yu Wensheng and his

wife, Xu Yan, were sentenced on October 29 to prison

terms of three years and one year and nine months,

respectively. The couple was detained in April 2023

while en route to a meeting with European Union

officials in Beijing, originally facing charges of “picking

quarrels and stirring up trouble” before these were

elevated to “incitement to subvert state power.”

Yu Wensheng had previously served a four-year

sentence on similar charges of subversion, with Xu Yan

openly advocating on his behalf. Following his release

in 2022, he continued to voice concerns about human

rights in China.

Diplomatic representatives from over ten countries

attended their August trial, and Brussels lodged a

formal complaint about the detentions, indicating

significant international attention. The United States,

Germany, France, and the European Union

subsequently issued statements calling for the couple’s

release, citing concerns over China’s restrictions on

freedom of speech and legal advocacy. [Radio Free

Asia]

In a separate incident, rights lawyers Wang Yu and

Jiang Tianyong were detained in Hebei Province on

October 23 after a confrontation with local police

outside the Wei County People’s Court, where they

were defending a client. Jiang allegedly tried to protect

a family member whose camera was confiscated by

police, leading to his eight-day administrative

detention and a fine of 300 yuan (about $42 USD).

Wang Yu was also detained for nine days after

allegedly being pushed, hit, and verbally harassed by

police officers, an experience her husband described

as abusive. Wang reportedly went on a hunger strike in

detention to protest her treatment. [Associated Free

Press]
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China: Young soldiers warned against

gambling and dating online

(jf) In a rare public warning, China’s Navy has cautioned

young officers and personnel about the risks of online

dating scams and virtual gambling, highlighting how

these activities could compromise security and harm

the military. The People's Liberation Army (PLA) Navy

addressed this advisory to soldiers born in the 1990s

who are "becoming the core of the army," emphasizing

that young service members must avoid disclosing

their military affiliation online, as it makes them

"extremely easy" targets for criminals.

The navy underscored that the confidential nature of

military work prohibits personnel from revealing their

identity online.

China's military faces challenges beyond external

threats. President Xi Jinping, who serves as the

military's commander-in-chief, has frequently

addressed "deep-seated" issues within the armed

forces, such as corruption and a lack of discipline. He

has emphasized political loyalty from both young

recruits and senior military officials. [Reuters]

China: Chinese researchers adapt Meta's

Llama AI model for military intelligence

(lb) Chinese researchers have reportedly adapted

Meta’s open-source AI model, Llama 13B, into a

military tool called ChatBIT, which has applications in

military intelligence and data processing. The tool,

developed by two research institutions connected to

the Chinese military, could eventually be used for

training and analysis. According to Meta, ChatBIT may

have been trained on a relatively small dataset of

approximately 100,000 military records, suggesting

that its capabilities could be limited, despite the tool’s

intended military applications.

Meta has condemned the use of its Llama model for

military purposes, stating that it violates the company's

terms of service, which specifically prohibit

applications in warfare, nuclear industries, or

espionage. However, enforcing these terms can be

difficult when models are re-shared or accessed

outside the U.S. Meta released the Llama 13B model in

early 2023 for research purposes only and stated that

any military use by the People's Liberation Army (PLA)

is unauthorized. It remains unclear if the researchers
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accessed the model directly from Meta or through

other channels.

Meta's AI research head, Joelle Pineau, has indicated

that the Llama 13B model is now outdated in the face

of China’s own advancements in AI technology, which

include developing homegrown models that may

surpass the capabilities of current U.S.-based AI

models. The adaptation of open-source models for

military use underscores the challenges in controlling

AI’s proliferation and preventing misuse, particularly as

nations like China continue to close the technological

gap with the West.

The incident highlights the broader tech rivalry

between the U.S. and China, where both countries

have imposed sanctions and restrictions on each

other’s technology industries. The U.S. has invested

heavily in bolstering its semiconductor sector to limit

China’s access to advanced AI chips, but Chinese firms

have circumvented some of these restrictions,

maintaining access to critical technology. This

adaptation of Llama raises questions about the risks

associated with open-source AI models, as policy

experts debate whether they facilitate innovation or

pose security threats due to their accessibility. [PC

Mag]

China - Hong Kong: Calls for amnesty for

2019 protesters rejected

(lb) Hong Kong’s Secretary for Security, Chris Tang, has

dismissed calls for an amnesty for the roughly 6,000

individuals arrested but not yet charged over their

involvement in the 2019 pro-democracy protests. Tang

argued that not prosecuting these cases would equate

to “legalizing the illegal,” emphasizing the city’s

commitment to enforcing its laws.

Tang’s remarks after former government official

Anthony Cheung recently suggested that authorities

could “draw a line” under cases that have yet to be

prosecuted.

While more than 10,000 people were arrested during

and after the protests, prosecutions have been

completed or are ongoing for less than a third of those

cases. [South China Morning Post]

Observers believe Tang’s stance aligns with the

broader political objectives of Chief Executive John

Lee’s administration, which has prioritized security-

focused policies since he took office in July 2022 (see

AiR No. 27, July/2022, 1). Both Tang and Lee, who
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previously served as Hong Kong’s police chiefs, gained

prominence for their roles in suppressing protests and

have continued to advocate for strict law enforcement.

[Radio Free Asia]

China - Hong Kong: Police investigate

harassment of journalists

(lb) The Hong Kong Police have assigned a crime unit to

investigate harassment cases involving at least 13

journalists, according to the Hong Kong Journalists

Association (HKJA). HKJA Chairperson Selina Cheng

recently made a police statement regarding threats

received by her family members and the association’s

executive committee, calling on others affected to

report similar incidents. The targeted journalists,

including those from various local media outlets, have

faced intimidation through letters, emails, and

anonymous complaints sent to their workplaces and

families.

The HKJA previously reported a “systematic and

organized attack” against journalists since June, with

defamatory messages directed at media workers’

landlords, employers, and families (see AiR No. 38,

September/2024, 3). This campaign allegedly includes

accusations that associates of the journalists could risk

breaching national security laws, with threats of

potential “collateral damage.”

Reports of harassment have also surfaced in online

spaces, with journalists’ photos and personal

information shared in private Facebook groups.

Commissioner of Police Raymond Siu acknowledged

receiving reports and urged affected parties to come

forward. Siu stressed Hong Kong’s commitment to rule

of law but has not disclosed specifics on measures to

protect journalists from intimidation or harassment.

Since the enactment of the National Security Law,

Hong Kong has experienced a notable decline in press

freedom, as documented by international watchdogs.

The city has seen high-profile media outlets, such as

Apple Daily and Stand News, close, resulting in

substantial layoffs and a climate of caution within

journalism. Despite assurances from Chief Executive

John Lee that press freedom remains intact, authorities

have been cautious in responding to media inquiries,

while state broadcaster RTHK has implemented tighter

editorial policies and canceled satirical programming.

[Hong Kong Free Press]
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China – Hong Kong: Fines and sentences

issued to activists in fundraising and anti-

extradition protest cases

(lb) Six members of Hong Kong's pro-democracy

League of Social Democrats were fined for

unauthorized fundraising and public displays, while, in

a separate case, four men received prison or

correctional sentences for their roles in the 2019 anti-

extradition protests. Both cases reflect the Hong Kong

judiciary’s continued focus on protest-related charges

and unauthorized activities in public spaces.

Pro-democracy activists fined for unauthorized

fundraising

Six members of Hong Kong's pro-democracy League of

Social Democrats (LSD) were fined up to HKD 1,000

(USD 130) for allegedly conducting unauthorized

fundraising and displaying banners in public without

permits. Among them, LSD chair Chan Po-ying and

three other members – Dickson Chau, Yu Wai-pun, and

Lee Ying-chi – pleaded not guilty, contesting charges of

illegal fundraising and public display violations before

Magistrate Frances Leung.

Former legislator Tsang Kin-shing and four others pled

guilty, with fines ranging from HKD 800 to HKD 1,000

(USD 100 – 130 USD). Tsang initially admitted guilt due

to plans to travel abroad but reversed his plea after

expressing concerns over perceived political motives

behind the charges.

The case involves incidents on multiple dates in 2022

where LSD members reportedly displayed banners and

QR codes linking to their donation platforms. Chan,

who is currently appealing an earlier conviction for

similar charges, requested that her trial be postponed

to potentially leverage an upcoming ruling from Hong

Kong’s Court of Final Appeal concerning fundraising in

public spaces.

Separate from the LSD case, Yu cited a pending High

Court judgement on a similar unauthorized banner

display case involving a Falun Gong practitioner as

relevant to his defense, and additionally requested

access to unredacted operational guidelines from the

Food and Environmental Hygiene Department, arguing

that these guidelines could reveal enforcement

protocols or discretionary standards that may support

his claim of selective or inconsistent application of

regulations; the court scheduled a pre-trial review to

address these issues in January. [Hong Kong Free Press

1]

Four men sentenced for protests against extradition law
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Deputy District Judge David Cheung sentenced Chow

Chi-wan and Yuen Yan-lam to three years in prison for

their participation in the July 1, 2019, protest in

Admiralty. Twin brothers Dai Ka-ping and Dai Ka-ching,

who were 14 at the time, were sent to a correctional

training center for at least six months.

The protests, held on the anniversary of Hong Kong’s

handover to China, marked an escalation in the anti-

extradition movement.

The 2019 anti-extradition movement in Hong Kong was

a large-scale protest movement sparked by the

proposed Extradition Bill, which would have allowed

individuals in Hong Kong to be extradited to mainland

China for trial. It prompted fears it would undermine

Hong Kong’s judicial independence and expose

residents, including political dissidents, to unfair trials

and harsh penalties in the mainland’s legal system.

The protests began in March 2019 as peaceful

demonstrations but escalated into mass rallies and

clashes with police by June, with millions of Hong Kong

residents taking to the streets. The movement

expanded to call for greater democratic freedoms, an

independent investigation into police conduct, and the

resignation of then-Chief Executive Carrie Lam, who

had championed the bill. The protests ultimately led to

the formal withdrawal of the Extradition Bill in October

2019, but by then, the movement had evolved into a

broader struggle for autonomy and rights under the

principle of "one country, two systems." [Hong Kong

Free Press 2]

Japan: Special Diet session to elect prime

minister set for 11 November

(hs) Japan’s government, along with the ruling Liberal

Democratic Party and Komeito, plans to hold a special

Diet session on 11 November to vote for the Prime

Minister. If elected, Prime Minister Shigeru Ishiba aims

to form his second Cabinet.

The session is set to last 4 days, ending on 14

November. [The Japan News]

In the October 27 Lower House election (see AiR No.

44, October/2024, 5), the ruling Liberal Democratic

Party (LDP) and its coalition partner Komeito together

lost 60 seats and their majority.

Despite this setback, Prime Minister Shigeru Ishiba of

the LDP intends to stay in office and continue coalition

governance. The LDP does not plan to expand its
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coalition but will pursue policy-based cooperation with

opposition parties to secure Ishiba's re-election as

prime minister in a special Diet session by mid-

November.

Meanwhile, opposition parties are positioning

themselves for greater influence. The largest

opposition party, the Constitutional Democratic Party

(CDP), gained 50 seats and is rallying support for its

leader, Yoshihiko Noda, in the upcoming prime

ministerial vote. The Democratic Party for the People

(DPP) also gained seats, reaching 28, and its leader,

Yuichiro Tamaki, has expressed openness to

supporting another party’s leader if it aligns with the

DPP’s policy goals. [NHK News]

Japan: LDP and DPFP agree to policy-based

talks

(hs) Executives from Japan's ruling Liberal Democratic

Party (LDP) and the opposition Democratic Party for

the People (DPFP) agreed to engage in policy-specific

discussions on economic measures and other issues.

LDP Secretary-General Moriyama Hiroshi and DPFP

Secretary-General Shimba Kazuya met October 31,

joined by their parties' Diet affairs chiefs. These talks

follow the recent Lower House election, in which the

LDP and its coalition partner, Komeito, failed to secure

a majority.

Moriyama sought the DPFP’s support for passing a

supplementary budget for the current fiscal year,

drafting the budget for the next fiscal year starting in

April, and cooperation in upcoming Diet sessions.

Shimba responded that the DPFP would evaluate each

policy separately. Moriyama later confirmed that

discussions would focus on specific topics like the

budget and tax policy.

The leaders also confirmed a meeting between Prime

Minister Ishiba (LDP) and DPFP leader Tamaki before

the special Diet session on 11 November. DPFP

support for Tamaki in the PM vote, potentially

including a runoff, will be discussed. The LDP also

plans to invite other opposition parties, including the

Japan Innovation Party and the Constitutional

Democratic Party of Japan, for broader discussions.

Shimba noted that while the DPFP will work with other

parties on a case-by-case basis, policy implementation

rests mainly with the ruling parties. He added that the

DPFP will advocate for increased worker take-home

pay, tax cuts, and reform of outdated tax systems,

seeking support across party lines. [NHK]
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Japan: Junior coalition party to appoint

new chief

(hs) Japan’s junior ruling coalition partner, Komeito, is

set to appoint Transport Minister Tetsuo Saito as its

new leader following the loss of current leader Keiichi

Ishii’s seat in the general election. Ishii, who assumed

the role on September 28, plans to step down amid

declining public trust in the ruling bloc due to a slush

fund scandal involving its coalition partner, the LDP.

On November 7, Komeito’s central executive

committee is scheduled to endorse Saito, with formal

selection to follow at an extraordinary party

convention on November 9. Known for his experience

in the construction sector and holding a doctorate in

engineering, Saito also possesses research expertise in

space development, adding a technical perspective to

his political role.

The appointment of the 72-year-old is viewed as a

strategic move to stabilize Komeito and prepare for the

House of Councillors election next summer. Efforts will

focus on regaining public confidence and

strengthening the ruling coalition’s weakened majority.

[Kyodo News]

Meanwhile, Prime Minister Shigeru Ishiba plans to

appoint Komeito’s Hiromasa Nakano, as transport

minister. This decision follows Komeito’s

recommendation for Nakano, 46, to succeed Tetsuo

Saito, 72, who is expected to become the new leader of

Komeito. Traditionally, the transport ministry is held by

a Komeito member under the coalition arrangement.

Nakano will join Ishiba’s second Cabinet alongside the

LDP’s Keisuke Suzuki and Taku Eto, who are

anticipated to take over as justice and agriculture

ministers, respectively, following the incumbents’

losses in the October 27 House of Representatives

election. The rest of the Cabinet lineup is expected to

remain unchanged.

These new appointments come just over a month after

Ishiba formed his first Cabinet (see AiR No. 40,

October/2024, 1) and follow the coalition's significant

electoral defeat. [The Asahi Shimbun]

Japan: 22 Japanese-language schools

accredited in new system
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(hs) The Japanese Education Ministry has accredited

some Japanese-language schools under a new national

system introduced to meet the educational needs of

the country’s growing foreign population. These

schools, which met staffing and curriculum standards,

must now report annually to the ministry on their

operations, including lesson content. Schools with

inadequate management may face corrective orders.

Japanese-language schools currently accepting foreign

students on visas under the Justice Ministry’s rules

have five years to obtain accreditation from the

Education Ministry if they wish to continue operating.

Among the 72 schools that applied for accreditation to

support foreign student employment, 22 have been

approved, with 15 set to open next spring.

In 2023, Japan’s foreign resident population exceeded

3 million for the first time, with around 85 percent of

these individuals being of working age, boosting the

country’s labour market. To support this trend, the

government relaxed visa rules, allowing more foreign

students to stay on and find employment, following

calls from business and academic communities. [Kyodo

News]

Japan: Prime Minister Ishiba pushes for

wages boosts in small and medium

enterprises

(sw) Japanese Prime Minister Shigeru Ishiba

announced plans to establish an expert panel to

encourage small and midsize businesses to raise

wages, aiming for salary hikes that outpace inflation. At

his first economic and fiscal policy council meeting,

Ishiba reiterated his goal to increase the country’s

minimum hourly wage to JPY 1,500 (USD 9.90) by the

late 2020s, a target previously set by former Prime

Minister Fumio Kishida for the mid-2030s.

This ambitious wage increase has sparked concerns

among business owners. The average minimum hourly

wage for fiscal 2024 was raised to JPY 1,055, marking a

record 5.1 percent increase from last year.

The government also lowered its growth forecast for

the current fiscal year to 0.7 percent, citing the fallout

from a safety data-rigging scandal in the auto industry.

Inflation is now projected at 2.6 percent, slightly lower

than the initially expected 2.8 percent, partly due to a

slowdown in import price increases caused by the

yen's depreciation. [Kyodo News]
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Japan: Central Bank monitors US election,

considers rate increase

(sw) The Bank of Japan (BOJ) may be nearing an

additional rate hike, according to Governor Kazuo

Ueda, who noted smaller risks from overseas

economies, especially the United States. While the BOJ

maintained its policy rate at 0.25 percent after a two-

day meeting, Ueda's remarks hinted that further

increases could come if Japan’s economy and inflation

align with forecasts.

Ueda emphasized the diminishing risk from the US

economy due to strong employment and other positive

indicators, stating, “The fog is being cleared.” However,

he stopped short of setting a timeline for any rate

hikes, reaffirming that decisions would rely on

domestic data. The BOJ maintained its inflation

forecast of 2.5 percent for fiscal 2024 but lowered its

2025 projection to 1.9 percent, below the 2 percent

target.

Market response saw the yen strengthened by about

JPY 1 to the 151 range against the US dollar, though

analysts caution that rate hikes might not be imminent

due to political uncertainties and financial market

instability. Economist Shinichiro Kobayashi expects the

BOJ’s next rate increase in March, aligning with spring

wage negotiation outcomes, while Nomura Securities’

Kyohei Morita anticipates action as early as December.

The BOJ is observing the impact of recent political

shifts after Japan’s ruling coalition lost its majority and

the results of the November 5 presidential election.

Regardless of the outcome, potential increase of public

spending in the US could lead to higher inflation and

prompt the Federal Reserve to slow the pace of

interest rate cuts, meaning the yen could weaken

further against the dollar.

In March, the BOJ ended its negative rate policy with its

first-rate hike in 17 years, followed by another increase

in July. [Kyodo News]

Japan: Rice production surges, but

demand projected to decline in 2025

(sw) Japan’s rice production for 2024 is expected to

reach 6.83 million tons, surpassing the projected

demand of 6.74 million tons through next June,

according to Japan’s Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry

and Fisheries. This surplus, coupled with private-sector

rice inventories rising to 1.62 million tons, is a positive
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response to recent shortages triggered by extreme

heat, which had reduced the season's harvest (see AiR

No. 36, September/2024, 1).

Despite the increase, rice prices may remain high due

to inflation driven by rising production costs for

utilities and fertilizers.

The ministry anticipates that the long-term decline in

demand will continue unchanged. Recent growth in

demand is seen as a temporary effect, driven by slower

rice price increases compared to noodles and bread,

as well as higher restaurant consumption due to the

current surge in inbound tourism.

In 2025, production is projected to match 2024 levels

at 6.83 million tons, but demand could dip to 6.63

million tons as high prices impact consumption. [Kyodo

News]

Japan: Factory activity shrinks as demand

stalls

(sw) Japan’s manufacturing sector saw its sharpest

contraction in three months as both domestic and

international demand remained low, according to the

au Jibun Bank Japan manufacturing purchasing

managers’ index (PMI), which fell to 49.2 in October

from 49.7 in September. Staying below the 50.0 growth

threshold for a fourth consecutive month, output and

new orders continued to decline, with notable

weakness in the autos and semiconductor sectors.

Overseas orders, pressured by muted demand from

the United States and China, reached their lowest

point since March.

Manufacturers faced rising input costs in October due

to the weak yen and increased prices for raw materials,

labor, logistics, and utilities. Despite slowing price

increases, firms raised selling prices to counter higher

expenses.

While the Bank of Japan maintained its ultra-low

interest rates and signaled a watchful stance on global

economic trends, inflation is expected to hover around

the 2 percent target in the coming years, with potential

rate hikes if Japan’s economic recovery continues.

[Reuters]

Japan: Tohoku Electric halts Onagawa

reactor over malfunction
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(sw) On November 4, Tohoku Electric Power Co. halted

operations at its No. 2 reactor at the Onagawa nuclear

power plant in Miyagi Prefecture. No radiation has

leaked from the plant, but equipment issues were

encountered when a neutron detector malfunctioned

during a reactor check.

The reactor, which was restarted on October 29 after

13 years offline, was scheduled to begin generating

electricity on November 3. The faulty equipment was

manually removed, prompting Tohoku Electric to

postpone power generation until the issue is fully

investigated. [Asahi]

Japan: Court declares ban on same-sex

marriage unconstitutional

(hs) A Japanese high court ruled on November 1 that

the country's ban on same-sex marriage violates the

constitutional right to equality, highlighting

discriminatory treatment based on sexual orientation.

This marks the second time a high court has deemed

the ban unconstitutional, asserting that marriage and

family laws must reflect individual dignity and the

equality of the sexes.

This ruling aligns with a 2021 decision by the Tokyo

High Court that found the government's opposition to

same-sex marriage unconstitutional. In March this year

the Sapporo High Court became the first in Japan to

explicitly declare the same-sex marriage ban

unconstitutional.

The court ruled in favor of a same-sex couple seeking

compensation, stating that the lack of legal recognition

undermines their constitutional rights. Presiding Judge

Taniguchi Sonoe emphasized that the right to marry is

fundamental to a fulfilling life, deserving equal respect

alongside heterosexual unions. The court interpreted

Article 24 of the constitution, clarifying that terms like

“both sexes” and “husband and wife” do not exclude

same-sex couples from legal protections. It concluded

that denying marriage rights contravenes

constitutional equality, with Judge Sonoe stating that

current civil law provisions lack reasonable grounds

and lead to discriminatory treatment.

Amnesty International commended the ruling,

highlighting its importance for marriage equality and

the necessity of comprehensive national legislation to

ensure equal rights for all couples in Japan. However,

Chief Cabinet Secretary Yoshimasa Hayashi

acknowledged the government's cautious stance,

stating that implementing a same-sex marriage system
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requires careful consideration by the Diet and local

governments.

Japan remains the only G7 country without legal

recognition of same-sex marriage or civil unions, facing

growing pressure from the LGBT community. Some

district courts, including those in Sapporo and Nagoya,

have ruled the ban unconstitutional, while others, such

as those in Tokyo and Fukuoka, have described the

situation as a "state of unconstitutionality." [Jurist

News] [Kyodo News]

Japan: H3 rocket successfully launches

defense satellite

(sw) Japan successfully launched its flagship H3 rocket

carrying a Defense Ministry communications satellite

on November 4, marking its third successful liftoff after

a failed debut in 2023. Developed by the Japan

Aerospace Exploration Agency (JAXA) and Mitsubishi

Heavy Industries, the H3 rocket took off from the

Tanegashima Space Center in Kagoshima. The satellite

will join two others at around 36,000 kilometers in

orbit, boosting communications for Japan's Self-

Defense Forces.

This H3 series is set to replace the aging H2A rocket,

which has served Japan's space program for over two

decades and is scheduled for retirement after a final

launch by March.

The H3’s first flight in March 2023 was terminated due

to a second-stage engine failure, but the No. 2 and No.

3 launches in February and July were successful.

Japan's space ambitions come amid rising competition

in the commercial space industry, particularly from

SpaceX in the US., known for its innovative technology

and frequent launches. [Kyodo News]

Mongolia: Government announces open

selection for stock exchange leadership

(fs) The Mongolian government held a meeting on

October 30 to discuss the selection of new leadership

for the Mongolian Stock Exchange (MSE) and the

implementation of artificial intelligence tools for public

communication.

Finance Minister Bold Javkhlan highlighted the need for

international expertise within the MSE to drive

operational efficiency, expand the market, and align
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with global best practices. An open selection process

will soon be launched for the executive and

management team, aiming to attract qualified

international candidates.

Additionally, the government is rolling out an AI-based

chatbot to enhance public accessibility to government

information, as part of its 2024-2028 strategic

program. This initiative includes a "Big Data Decision

Dashboard" to support data-driven decision-making

within state institutions. The chatbot will also aid the

11-11 Citizens’ Engagement Center in providing faster

responses and detailed information to citizen inquiries.

[Sonin]

Mongolia: Highest honor awarded to Ban

Ki-moon for global peace and

environmental efforts

(fs) Mongolian President Ukhnaagiin Khurelsukh has

awarded the "Genghis Khan" Medal, the country's

highest state honor, to Ban Ki-moon, former UN

Secretary-General and current head of the "Better

Future for All" Foundation.

The award, presented on November 2 in celebration of

the 862nd anniversary of Genghis Khan's birth and the

"Day of Mongolian Pride," recognizes Ki-moon's global

contributions to the Sustainable Development Goals,

the Paris Climate Agreement, and his advocacy for

peace, human rights, justice, and equality. His

commitment to strengthening Mongolia-UN

cooperation on environmental issues, particularly

green development and combating climate change,

was also honored.

Ki-moon is only the second non-Mongolian to receive

this prestigious medal, joining American scholar Jack

Weatherford. [GoGo]

Mongolia: New emergency response

platform introduced

(fs) Mongolia's National Emergency Management

Agency (NEMA) has introduced the use of the

“what3words” platform to enhance emergency

response.

This platform assigns a unique three-word address to

every 3x3 meter square worldwide, allowing

individuals to report precise locations in case of
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hazards or risks, even when GPS coordinates are

unavailable. NEMA advised citizens to download the

“what3words” app and use it for incident reporting,

particularly in rural or remote areas.

The agency highlighted that keeping informed through

regular weather forecasts and maintaining technical

preparedness are essential preventive measures,

particularly for herders and transport operators. In

emergencies, users can relay their location using

what3words, whether online or offline, enabling first

responders to locate and reach them more efficiently.

[Montsame]

North Korea: Defectors vanished

(ac) Transitional Justice Working Group (TJWG), a Seoul-

based human rights groups focus on North Korean

human rights, released a new report that explored

North Korea’s enforced disappearances, locations of

arrest and perpetrating state authorities through

interviews with 62 North Korean defectors in South

Korea.

The report presents maps depicting the transfer routes

of North Korean escapees after repatriation. The

report identified 113 people in 66 disappearance

cases. It shows that 80 percent of disappearances

occurred inside North Korea after being transferred to

North Korea’s Ministry of State Security, while the rest

of the defectors are caught in China or Russia.

The reports also revealed that people could go missing

by attempting to flee the country or being accused of

being in touch with relatives living in South Korea.

Nonetheless, some missing cases involved individuals

taking responsibility for another family member’s

crime. [Transitional Justice Working Group]

TJWG released the report ahead of UN Human Rights

Council five-year periodic review on North Korea.

[Reuters]

North Korea: South Korean “propaganda”

strictly banned amid heightened tensions

(jb) Following claims of South Korean drones delivering

propaganda leaflets over Pyongyang (see AiR No. 42,

October/2024, 3), North Korean authorities have

reportedly heightened internal security to counter all

South Korean propaganda efforts. This development

follows both nations’ recent exchanges of propaganda
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across the DMZ via loudspeakers, balloons, and

drones.

A directive issued to South Pyongan province,

neighboring Pyongyang, condemned South Korean

actions as “an unforgivable provocation” and labeled

the leaflets “political propaganda trash.” Authorities

view these leaflets, which contain anti-North Korean

rhetoric, as part of South Korea’s attempt to

undermine North Korea’s socialist system by swaying

civilians against the ruling Workers' Party.

Citizens have been ordered to locate and destroy these

leaflets and warned that failure to do so would result

in being branded as traitors. The directive also

threatens retaliation against those responsible for

distributing the propaganda and targets South Korean

entities supporting the campaigns. [Daily NK English]

South Korea: Democratic Party stages

rally calling for President Yoon’s

resignation

(mc) The opposition Democratic Party (DP) held a rally

with 300,000 attendees in Seoul on November 2,

including lawmakers, party members, and supporters,

urging President Yoon Suk Yeol to approve a special

counsel investigation into allegations involving First

Lady Kim Keon Hee.

The investigation targets accusations against Kim,

including stock manipulation, acceptance of luxury

gifts, and exerting influence in candidate nominations

for the upcoming April general election. The DP

condemned what it described as Kim’s immunity from

legal scrutiny under his heist, calling Yoon's

resignation. [Yonhap News Agency 1]

In early 2024 and again in October, the DP that holds

the majority in the National Assembly passed bills to

appoint a special counsel to investigate these

allegations, but Yoon vetoed the bills calling them

politically motivated and unnecessary, asserting that

prior administrations had investigated these claims

without finding evidence to pursue charges (see AiR

No. 2, January/2024, 2, AiR No. 41, October/2024, 2).

Yoon’s office has described the DP's push for further

investigations as an attempt to sway public opinion

ahead of the upcoming elections.

In a latest related development, the Presidential Office

announced on November 4 that Yoon will address the

public this week.  
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In this speech, Yoon is expected to outline his policy

vision for the second half of his term and announce

reforms within his administration. He is also expected

to address recent controversies, including allegations

of interference by him and First Lady Kim Keon Hee in

the ruling party’s candidate nominations (see article

below), as well as scandals involving the First Lady.

Amid these issues, ruling People Power Party (PPP)

leader Han Dong-hoon has called for Yoon to issue a

public apology and make changes to his aides,

following the release of a recording linking Yoon to a

suspected political broker.

The press conference comes at a time when Yoon’s

approval rating has dropped to a new low of 19

percent. [Yonhap News Agency 2] [The Korea Times]

South Korea: Opposition accuses

President Yoon of election interference

(mc) South Korea's main opposition party, the

Democratic Party of Korea (DP), has accused President

Yoon Suk Yeol of interfering in the 2022 by-elections

through favoritism that allegedly influenced the

People's Power Party’s (PPP) candidate selection. [The

Korea Herald]

The accusations center on a telephone conversation

between Yoon and his former political adviser, in which

Yoon reportedly suggested Kim Young-sun as a

candidate for Changwon’s Uichang District. [Korea

JoongAng Daily]

In response, the presidential office stated that Yoon

was not directly involved in the PPP’s nomination

management committee decisions and that his

support for Kim was solely due to his endorsement of

his political advisor, Myung Tae-kyun. The DP claims

that this conversation occurred on May 9, 2022, just

one day before Yoon assumed office. [Yonhap News

Agency]

DP Representative Park Chan-dae argued that Yoon’s

actions breached the Public Officials Election Law,

which mandates political neutrality for public officials

—a law previously cited in the conviction of former

President Park Geun-hye for election interference in

2018. [The Korea Herald]

Meanwhile, South Korean prosecutors have raided

Myung’s residence as part of an investigation into

allegations that Yoon fabricated election forecasts

during the 2022 campaign. [Korea JoongAng Daily]
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South Korea: Opposition Democratic Party

threatens to impeach defense minister

(ac) The opposition Democratic Party (DP) has issued a

warning that it may pursue impeachment of Defense

Minister Kim Yong-hyun if the government sends

"armed forces" to Ukraine without parliamentary

approval. The DP’s warning follows reports that the

government is considering dispatching an intelligence

officer to assist Ukraine (see AiR No. 44, October/2024,

5).

The DP referenced Article 60 of the Constitution, which

mandates National Assembly approval for any

overseas troop deployments, arguing that even a

single official sent under government orders would

constitute such a deployment. The party criticized the

government for attempting to bypass this requirement

by labeling the deployment as a "monitoring team" and

accused it of disregarding the public's will and safety

concerns. [Yonhap News Agency]

The DP’s stance has raised public questions, with some

suggesting that the party might be using national

security as a political tool against the government.

[Chosun Daily]

South Korea: Yoon administration makes

strides in nuclear energy development

(jb) The Hanul nuclear power plants, located in North

Gyeongsang province of South Korea, have gained two

new units, Shin Hanul 3 and 4. President Yoon Suk Yeol

oversaw the groundbreaking ceremony for both units

and gave an inaugural speech to commemorate the

achievements of his administration vis-a-vis nuclear

energy development. The groundbreaking of the new

units came after the development of Shin Hanul 1 and

2, both of which attained criticality in 2022 and 2023

respectively, after Yoon came into power.

Yoon’s speech emphasized the administration’s

support for civilian nuclear power development, a

policy stance that the previous Moon Jae In

administration was staunchly against. This divergence

even led to the Moon administration scrapping the

Shin Hanul 3 and 4 nuclear energy reactor projects

despite Units 1 and 2 being constructed as early as

2012. The Yoon administration reignited the projects

and inaugurated both units, now promising continued

development of the South Korean nuclear energy
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sector through collaborations with other nations such

as the Czech Republic. The Czech power plant project

which has been awarded to the Korea Hydro & Nuclear

Power consortium (see AiR No. 30, July/2024, 4) was

cited by Yoon as a prime example of the strides made

by his administration in fostering such bilateral

industry collaboration.

Yoon also expressed his intentions with the “2050 Mid-

and Long-Term Nuclear Power Roadmap”, aiming to

create laws that would ensure the nuclear energy

sector will thrive in South Korea regardless of the

government that will be in power, enroute to 2050. The

current administration also intends to boost job

opportunities and human resource capacity through

Units 3 and 4 among other impending nuclear energy

projects, promising high levels of safety in operation

and execution of the projects. [The Chosun Daily]

[Korea Joongang Daily]

South Korea: National Bio Committee to

be launched in December

(dq) In a strategic effort to enhance South Korea's bio

industry, the government has announced the launch of

the National Bio Committee, set to begin its work in

December. This initiative is part of a broader strategy

to establish the bio sector as the country’s "second

growth engine," following semiconductors.

The committee will be chaired by President Yoon Suk

Yeol and coordinate and oversee policies within the

advanced bio sector. The committee's responsibilities

will include formulating policies related to health,

medical care, food, resources, energy, and the

environment, while also enhancing biosecurity and

stabilizing supply chains. It aims to foster public-private

cooperation and promote international collaboration.

Structured into three subcommittees and four special

committees, the committee will include a Digital Bio

Special Committee focused on bio-information

technology convergence. A support team led by the

Advanced Bio Secretary will assist in its operations.

The committee's first meeting and the announcement

of its full membership are scheduled for next month,

with expectations of significant changes in strategy

formulation and R&D execution in key national

technology fields.

The National Bio Committee is one of the "Four

Strategic Technology Committees," which also include

the National Space Committee, National Artificial
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Intelligence Committee, and Quantum Strategy

Committee. These reflect the Yoon administration's

commitment to strategic technologies critical for future

growth and national competitiveness. [Business Korea]

South Korea: Ruling party urges revision

of espionage law

(dql) The ruling People Power Party (PPP) has

demanded an urgent revision of the country’s

espionage law to prohibit spying not only for "enemy

countries" but for all foreign nations. PPP leader Han

Dong-hoon made this announcement during a

Supreme Council meeting, following the detention of a

South Korean national in China on espionage charges

while working for a Chinese chipmaker (see article in

this edition).

Han criticized the current law, which only addresses

espionage related to North Korea, stating that it leaves

gaps in prosecuting cases involving potential leaks of

South Korea's semiconductor technology by foreign

nationals.

The PPP has been advocating for changes to the

espionage law for months, particularly following a

recent case involving a South Korean military

intelligence official indicted in August for allegedly

selling military secrets to China (see AiR No. 36,

September/2024, 1). Additionally, in July, a Korean

American foreign policy expert was indicted in the U.S.

for acting as an unregistered agent for the South

Korean government (see AiR No. 30, July/2024, 4).

[Yonhap News Agency]

South Korea: Defense capabilities to be

boosted with homegrown K2 tanks

(ac) The Defense Acquisition Program Administration

(DAPA) has unveiled its initiative to develop 150 new K2

tanks with fully homegrown power packs, consisting of

a 1,500-horsepower engine and transmission. The

tanks are scheduled for production by 2028.

A major change in the manufacturing plan is the

adoption of a transmission system from South Korean

company SNT Dynamics, replacing the current

combination of South Korean engines and German

transmissions. Although the new power pack narrowly

failed the 320-hour durability test – equivalent to 9,600

kilometers of continuous driving – DAPA decided to
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proceed with mass production, as SNT Dynamics has

implemented measures to enhance quality.

Facing increasing missile threats from North Korea,

South Korea aims to introduce its low-altitude missile

defense system two years ahead of schedule, targeting

readiness by 2033. This system with an estimated cost

of KRW 2.95 trillion (USD 2.13 billion), commenced in

2022.

DAPA stated that South Korea is preparing an

antimissile defense system comparable to Israel's Iron

Dome, designed to minimize damage from North

Korean long-range artillery. Additionally, DAPA

revealed a plan to invest KRW 1.95 trillion (USD 1.4

billion) through 2031 to acquire more PAC-3

interceptors for the Patriot missile system and

enhance launch pads, strengthening land-based air

defense capabilities in Greater Seoul and other critical

areas. [The Korea Herald]

Taiwan: Ministry of Justice proposes

amendments to abortion law

(am) Taiwan’s Ministry of Justice plans to propose a bill

to parliament amending the Criminal Code to

significantly increase fines for illegal abortions. Under

the new proposal, the fine for undergoing an illegal

abortion would rise from USD 94 to USD 2,498. The

penalty for performing an abortion for profit would

increase from USD 470 to USD 15,643. [Taipei Times]

If an abortion performed for profit results in the death

of the pregnant woman, the fine would be raised from

USD 470 to USD 62,574. In cases of severe injury, the

fine would be USD 31,287.

The bill does not criminalize abortions carried out in

accordance with the Genetic Health Act, provided the

pregnant woman’s bodily autonomy and the fetus’s

right to life are respected. This permits surgical

abortions up to 24 weeks of gestation.

Additionally, the bill exempts women from punishment

if they terminate a pregnancy or permit its termination

in cases of illness or life-threatening conditions.

[Liberty Times Net]

Taiwan: Bill on tightening espionage law

submitted to parliament

(am) A bill has been submitted to the Legislative Yuan,

Taiwan’s legislature, proposing new penalties for
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espionage activities. Introduced by a member of the

ruling Democratic Progressive Party, the bill aims to

penalize individuals who engage in organizational

activities on behalf of a foreign power or recruit others

for such activities. It specifically addresses cases like

that of former army colonel Hsiang Te-en, who was

sentenced to seven years and six months in prison for

accepting a bribe from Chinese sources to act as a spy.

Hsiang had also signed a letter pledging to assist, to

the best of his abilities, in the event of a Chinese

invasion.

Hsiang's sentence was relatively lenient because

Taiwan’s current espionage law, the National Security

Act, does not penalize actions such as pledging

allegiance to an enemy.

The proposed bill seeks to increase penalties for

individuals found to be “disclosing, delivering, or

transmitting confidential documents” and “collecting

confidential documents,” as these actions may

endanger the safety of security personnel and

significantly harm Taiwan’s national interests. It would

apply to military personnel and civil servants engaging

in espionage activities.

In February of last year, the Ministry of Justice

convened with the National Security Bureau, Mainland

Affairs Council, Investigation Bureau, and prosecutors’

offices to discuss tightening Taiwan’s espionage laws.

[Taipei Times]

Taiwan: President appoints interim leader

of judiciary

(am) President Lai Ching-te appointed on November 1

Constitutional Court Justice Shieh Ming-yan as the

acting president of the Judicial Yuan – the judicial

branch of Taiwan, which administers the Constitutional

Court and oversees all courts in Taiwan. [Taiwan News]

The appointment came a day after seven justices,

including Judicial Yuan President Hsu Tsong-li, stepped

down from the 15-member Constitutional Court upon

completing their 8-year terms, leaving the court with

only eight justices, including Justice Shieh.

In August, the Lai administration had selected new

candidates to lead the judiciary. However, lawmakers

at the opposition-dominated Legislative Yuan, Taiwan’s

parliaments, have been slow to review and approve

the nominees.
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The Constitutional Court is currently engaged in a

dispute between the Legislative Yuan and President

Lai’s administration. Prior to Shieh’s appointment, the

court had rejected new measures passed by the

legislature that sought to expand the Legislative Yuan's

powers. [Focus Taiwan] 

Taiwan: Keel-laying ceremony of new

frigate held

(am) A keel-laying ceremony of a new light frigate at

Jong Shyn Shipbuilding Co. in Kaohsiung was held on

November 4, marking an advancement in Taiwan’ naval

capabilities with

Weighing 2,500 tons, the light frigate is the first of its

class to be entirely constructed in Taiwan. Equipped

for air defense and anti-submarine warfare, the

warship addresses multiple security challenges faced

by Taiwan. The new frigate will feature advanced

surveillance and combat management systems,

enhancing Taiwan's maritime patrol capabilities. Once

operational, it will include vertical missile launch

systems and air-defense missiles to protect its

airspace.

Plans for a second frigate focused on anti-submarine

operations were also discussed, with construction

having started in January. This vessel will be equipped

with torpedoes and sonar systems, and both ships are

expected to be delivered by October 2026, aligning

with Taiwan's goal of improving its self-defense

capabilities amid rising tensions.

In his address, President Lai Ching-te emphasized that

Taiwan’s prioritization of shipbuilding has progressed

dramatically, expressing confidence that Taiwan’s

shipbuilding will enhance the local supply chain,

thereby contributing to economic development. [The

Pinnacle Gazette] [Taiwan News]

Taiwan: Typhoon causes widespread

destruction

(hs) Typhoon Kong-rey, the most powerful storm to hit

Taiwan in nearly 30 years, made landfall on Taiwan's

east coast on Thursday, causing widespread

destruction across the island. Classified as equivalent

to a Category 4 hurricane, Kong-rey brought gusts

surpassing 250 kph (155 mph), primarily impacting

Taitung County but extending heavy rain and high
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winds across the island, according to Tropical Storm

Risk.

In response, financial markets closed, hundreds of

flights were cancelled, and rail services halted,

significantly disrupting daily life. Local authorities

reported three fatalities and over 690 injuries. Victims

included a 56-year-old foreign national in Nantou, a

motorcyclist in Taipei, and a migrant worker in

Taoyuan. Infrastructure damage was also severe, with

over 10,000 instances of fallen trees and blocked

roads, per Taiwan’s Central Emergency Operation

Center (CEOC).

Over 950,000 households faced power outages, and

restoration efforts are expected to conclude by Sunday

evening. Water supplies were also affected for over

63,000 households, with repairs anticipated by

Saturday evening. Currently, 155 people are sheltering

in facilities across Taoyuan, Kaohsiung, Keelung, and

Hualien. Smangus, a village in Hsinchu County, remains

isolated after a bridge collapse, as crews work to clear

obstructed roads.

Agriculture was heavily impacted, especially rice, garlic,

corn, custard apples, and peanuts in Hualien and

Yunlin counties, resulting in losses exceeding NTD 480

million (USD 15 million). Ocean scientists attribute the

typhoon’s intensity in part to near-record-high global

sea surface temperatures since July, which provided

additional heat energy for the storm.

To support affected regions, Taiwan's defense ministry

placed 36,000 soldiers on standby, and approximately

8,600 people were evacuated from high-risk areas

ahead of the storm. [BBC] [Reuters] [AA]

Taiwan: Sky Dragon yearly drill starts

after delay

(hs) The annual Tien Lung "Sky Dragon" drills

conducted by Taiwan's Air Force began today,

following a delay from their original start date of

October 28 due to Typhoon Kong-rey. These exercises

are intended to evaluate pilots' proficiency in various

combat scenarios, including air-to-air, air-to-sea, and

air-to-ground operations, using the Air Force's main

fighter jets: F-16Vs, Mirage 2000-5s, and Indigenous

Defense Fighters.

Spanning 5 days, until November 8, the first day of the

drills focuses on aerial interception techniques and the

deployment of the Aerial Gunnery Target System

(AGTS). This involves scenarios where pilots must
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rapidly scramble their aircraft, identify targets, and

engage in simulated dogfights with adversary planes.

Over the course of the week, additional training will

feature dropping 25 lb. practice bombs, launching

infrared homing missiles, swiftly equipping aircraft

with munitions, and a shooting contest for the military

police of the Republic of China (Taiwan's official name),

as reported by the Air Force. [Focus Taiwan]
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Bangladesh: Attackers set fire to Jatiya

Party headquarters amid ongoing political

tensions

(lm) Amid intensifying political tensions in Bangladesh,

attackers set fire to the Jatiya Party headquarters in

Dhaka on October 31, clashing with party members

present at the scene. No injuries were reported,

although the extent of damage remains unknown. The

attack has further highlighted Bangladesh's strained

political climate since the resignation of former Prime

Minister Sheikh Hasina in August, which followed large-

scale student-led protests demanding her ouster.

The Jatiya Party, Bangladesh’s third-largest political

entity founded by former military ruler H.M. Ershad,

served as the main opposition in the previous

Parliament and allied with Hasina’s Awami League

government. Critics argue that the Jatiya Party’s

alignment with the Awami League lent democratic

credibility to Hasina's administration, which the
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current interim government, led by Nobel laureate

Muhammad Yunus, has condemned as “fascist.”

Mujibul Haque Chunnu, Jatiya Party’s secretary general,

accused the Anti-Discrimination Student Movement of

inciting the attack, citing statements by its leader,

Hasnat Abdullah, calling for the party's “destruction.”

Shameem Haider Patwary, a former Jatiya Party

lawmaker, responded to the attack by defending the

party’s constitutional right to assemble, underscoring

that political parties are entitled to hold gatherings and

that protecting such assemblies is the government's

responsibility. [ChanelNews Asia] [yahoo!news]

[Financial Times] [The Daily Star]

Adding to the political discourse, Bangladesh

Nationalist Party (BNP) senior leader Gayeshwar

Chandra Roy stressed the importance of letting citizens

decide the fate of political parties through a

transparent national election rather than through bans

or government actions. Speaking at a pro-BNP event in

Dhaka, Gayeshwar argued that a democratic

restoration would best address past grievances,

suggesting it as a form of accountability for those who

have undermined democratic values. He also criticized

the notion of banning parties, cautioning that such

actions only risk consolidating power unfairly and do

not serve national interests. [Dhaka Tribune]

Bangladesh: Constitution Reform

Commission seeks proposals for possible

amendment or rewrite, excludes uprising

perpetrators

(lm) Bangladesh’s Constitution Reform Commission

has outlined plans to gather comprehensive proposals

from political parties, civil society, and stakeholders

before deciding whether to amend or completely

rewrite the constitution. During its first press briefing,

Prof. Ali Riaz, head of the commission, announced that

while the commission would not directly engage with

political parties, it will invite them to submit written

opinions. Discussions will also be held with a range of

stakeholders, including legal experts, civil society

leaders, and youth representatives, with the aim of

fostering a more representative and effective

democratic framework.

Prof. Riaz emphasized that the commission’s review

process will consider proposals from a wide spectrum

of society but will exclude any individuals,

organizations, or entities involved in the violence

during the July-August student uprising or those
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supporting actions deemed "fascist." The goal, he

explained, is to build a constitutional framework that

reflects core democratic values, ensures checks and

balances, prevents authoritarianism, decentralizes

power, and secures the independence of governance

institutions.

Special Assistant to the Chief Adviser, Mahfuj Alam,

linked the commission’s mandate to a recent national

call for a new political settlement. Alam noted that

implementing the commission's proposals remains a

political decision but signaled that the current interim

government is prepared to adopt them. He

underscored the unique position of the interim

government, suggesting that conventional political

terms hold "less weight" under the exceptional

circumstances in Bangladesh. [The Daily Star 1] [The

Daily Star 2]

Bangladesh: Interim government

prepares new reform commissions; search

committee seeks candidates for Election

Commission

(lm) Bangladesh’s interim government is expected to

finalize and announce the members of five newly

formed reform commissions within the next two to

three days, according to Environment and Forest

Adviser Syeda Rizwana Hasan. Initially scheduled for

formation in mid-October, the commissions—focused

on health, mass media, workers’ rights, women’s

affairs, and local government reform—were originally

slated for announcement within seven to ten days of

their initial declaration. However, nearly three weeks

have passed, and the commissions remain incomplete.

In an October 17 meeting, the Council of Advisors

named heads for the first four commissions: National

Prof. Dr. AK Azad Khan for health, Kamal Ahmed for

media, Syed Sultan Uddin Ahmed for labour, and Shirin

Parvin for women’s affairs. Adviser Rizwana Hasan

initially indicated that member lists would follow within

a week to ten days. Subsequently, on October 31, the

Council resolved to establish a fifth commission on

local government reform. [Dhaka Tribune]

These upcoming reform bodies will join six previously

constituted commissions tasked with overseeing

electoral reform, police administration, judiciary, anti-

corruption, public administration, and constitutional

reform—all of which have begun their activities. The

commissions, created under an expedited timeline, are
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part of the interim government's plan to address

structural issues within various sectors.

Meanwhile, Bangladesh’s search committee has

initiated a call for nominations for the roles of chief

election commissioner (CEC) and election

commissioners (ECs), seeking candidates from political

parties, professional bodies, and individuals by

November 7. Formed under the Election Commission

Appointment Act-2022, the six-member committee is

led by Supreme Court Justice Zubayer Rahman

Chowdhury. Each group can propose up to five names,

with the committee required to submit its

recommendations within 15 working days for the

president to make the final appointments. [The Daily

Star]

Bangladesh: Chief justice proposes council

for selecting High Court judges

(lm) Bangladesh’s Chief Justice Syed Refaat Ahmed

announced plans to propose the establishment of a

judicial appointment council to select qualified

candidates for High Court (HC) judge positions.

Speaking at a closed-door full court meeting with HC

judges, he shared that specific rules would be

formulated for the council under Article 95(1)(c) of the

constitution, which outlines qualifications for Supreme

Court judges.

Additionally, the chief justice informed the meeting of

the Supreme Court’s recent proposal for a separate

judiciary secretariat, submitted to the law ministry on

October 27 to support judicial independence.

The full court meeting also approved several

promotions, elevating 10 additional district judges to

district judge positions, three joint district judges to

additional district judges, and 124 assistant judges to

senior assistant judges. The Supreme Court's 2024

annual calendar was also approved, allowing for 63

vacation days. [The Daily Star]

Bangladesh: Supreme Court drafts rules

limiting lower court judges' tenure to 3

years per workplace

(lm) The Supreme Court administration has drafted

new transfer and posting rules for lower court judges,

limiting their term in a single workplace to three years.

An exception allows the chief justice to extend a
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judge's term by one additional year if their ongoing

duties are deemed essential or if a transfer would

disrupt court administration. The rules, titled Lower

Court Judges' Transfer and Posting Rules, 2004, require

judges to rotate between civil and criminal courts

without exception.

Additional provisions include restricting transfers to

vacancies only and barring judges from assignments in

districts where family members practice law. Judges

with over two years of legal experience from a district

bar are also restricted from appointments in that

district for a decade, and judges owning over 10

decimals of land in a district cannot be posted there.

The Supreme Court has circulated the draft rules to

lower court judges nationwide, requesting feedback by

November 7. This initiative follows Chief Justice Syed

Refaat Ahmed’s earlier announcement of judicial

reforms, including formalized transfer and posting

protocols for subordinate court judges. [The Daily Star]

Bangladesh: High Court reopens hearings

on 2004 grenade attack case appeals

(lm) The High Court in Bangladesh has resumed

hearings on death references and appeals related to

the August 21, 2004 grenade attack, which targeted an

Awami League rally in the capital, Dhaka, killing 24 and

injuring around 300. Then-opposition leader Sheikh

Hasina, the country’s prime minister who was ousted

earlier this August, narrowly escaped the attack.

The initial hearings, conducted by another HC bench

since December 2022, were halted after one judge was

reassigned. Chief Justice Syed Refaat Ahmed recently

appointed a new bench to handle the cases afresh,

with the previous hearings not counted.

In 2018, a Dhaka court sentenced 19 individuals,

including former Bangladesh Nationalist Party (BNP)

state minister for home affairs Lutfozzaman Babar, to

death. An additional 19 individuals, including Tarique

Rahman, were sentenced to life imprisonment. Tarique

Rahman, son of former Prime Minister Khaleda Zia, is

the acting chairman of the BNP and currently resides

in London. [The Daily Star]

Bangladesh: Fresh probe into 2009

Bangladesh Rifles revolt
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(lm) Bangladesh’s interim government has appointed

20 new special public prosecutors (PPs) under the

Explosive Substances Act to handle the ongoing Border

Guard Bangladesh (BGB) mutiny case filed at Lalbagh

Police Station. This reshuffle, announced by the Law

and Justice Division, replaces 17 previously appointed

PPs and aims to advance judicial proceedings related

to the violent 2009 mutiny.

The 2009 BDR mutiny, commonly referred to as the

Bangladesh Rifles revolt or Pilkhana massacre, was one

of Bangladesh’s most significant tragedies involving its

security forces. Over February 25-26, disgruntled

members of the Bangladesh Rifles (BDR), a paramilitary

force mainly tasked with guarding the borders of

Bangladesh, staged a violent revolt at their Pilkhana

headquarters, driven by grievances over pay and

working conditions. The mutiny resulted in the deaths

of 74 people, including 57 army officers, and led to a

nationwide call for justice. Following the tragedy, the

BDR was restructured and renamed BGB. [The Daily

Star 1] [The Daily Star 2]

Bangladesh: Supreme Court schedules

hearing for Khaleda Zia's appeals in

Orphanage Trust graft case

(lm) The Appellate Division of Bangladesh’s Supreme

Court has scheduled a hearing for November 10 on

two petitions filed by Bangladesh Nationalist Party

(BNP) Chairperson Khaleda Zia. These petitions seek

permission to appeal against a High Court (HC) ruling

that increased her prison term from five to ten years in

the Zia Orphanage Trust corruption case.

Khaleda, a former prime minister and longstanding

political rival to recently ousted prime minister Sheikh

Hasina, was initially sentenced to five years in February

2018 by a Dhaka special court over allegations of

misappropriating funds intended for orphan welfare.

Following a petition from the Anti-Corruption

Commission (ACC) requesting a harsher sentence, the

HC increased her jail term to ten years in October

2018.

Justice Md Rezaul Haque, the Chamber Judge of the

Appellate Division, set the date after Khaleda’s lawyer,

Kayser Kamal, requested it. Khaleda had filed her

petitions on March 14, 2019, challenging the HC’s

decision. [The Daily Star 1]

In parallel developments, the High Court dismissed a

sedition case against Tarique Rahman, who is Khaleda

Zia’s son and currently serves as the BNP's acting
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chairman, alongside ETV chairman Abdus Salam and

two others. The case was related to the broadcast of

an allegedly “false, fabricated, and provocative” speech

by Rahman in 2015.

In a separate ruling, the court dismissed a violence-

related case against Khaleda Zia, filed during anti-

government protests in 2015. This dismissal follows

the court’s recent decision to drop 11 other criminal

cases against Zia on October 30. [The Daily Star 2]

Bangladesh: Court dismisses charges in

BNP-Jamaat vandalism case; 55 ex-police

officers face lawsuit over alleged 2021

firing on activists

(lm) A Dhaka court recently discharged 121 activists of

the Bangladesh Nationalist Party (BNP) and Jamaat-e-

Islami, Bangladesh’s largest Islamic political party, from

charges filed over alleged vandalism, obstruction, and

assault on police officers in 2018. The case related to

an incident on November 31, 2018, when supporters of

both parties gathered in Dhaka’s Ramna area ahead of

a verdict against BNP Chairperson Khaleda Zia in a

corruption case.

Police accused the group of blocking traffic, damaging

vehicles, and assaulting officers, resulting in injuries to

three policemen. Charges were initially filed against 99

individuals, later extended to 121, before the court

dismissed the case. [The Daily Star 1]

In a separate incident, a lawsuit has been filed against

55 former police officers for alleged indiscriminate

firing on BNP activists at a rally in Habiganj in

December 2021. The case, filed by a BNP member,

accuses the former officers of disrupting a peaceful

assembly by opening fire on attendees outside the

BNP office in Shayestanagar. The rally was held to

demand medical treatment and the release of Khaleda

Zia.

According to the complaint, police acted on orders to

disperse the gathering, resulting in injuries to

hundreds of participants. The Habiganj Additional

Chief Judicial Magistrate’s Court has accepted the case

and scheduled a hearing for November 5. This follows

a prior complaint on the same incident that was

dismissed by the court. [The Daily Star 2]
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Bangladesh: Cyber Security Act to be

repealed within a week, says government

adviser

(lm) Bangladesh’s government has announced that the

Cyber Security Act (CSA) will be repealed within a week,

with all associated cases set for withdrawal. Nahid

Islam, adviser to the Ministry of Posts,

Telecommunications, and Information Technology,

confirmed that this repeal is part of a broader review

of laws affecting freedom of expression. Planned

reforms aim to enhance legislative protections, and

changes will be pursued following consultations with

key stakeholders. Nahid's announcement came during

a recent meeting with Norwegian Ambassador Hakon

Arald Gulbrandsen, where he emphasized the

government’s commitment to electoral reform and a

national consensus-based election process.

Nahid highlighted that the transition to an interim

government provides an opportunity to address

previous systemic corruption and irregularities, which

he described as hallmarks of the prior administration.

He sought Norway's cooperation in helping rebuild

Bangladesh and counter international narratives

surrounding recent civil unrest. Ambassador

Gulbrandsen pledged Norway’s assistance, particularly

in strengthening Bangladesh’s information technology

and media sectors. [The Daily Star 1]

In a related development, Bangladesh’s High Court has

issued a stay on the investigation against acclaimed

photographer Shahidul Alam, who was initially charged

under Section 57 of the now-defunct Information and

Communication Technology (ICT) Act, 2006. Shahidul

was arrested in August 2018 amidst large public

protests for road safety and was subsequently held in

detention for 107 days. His lawyer argued that the case

should be dismissed under the provisions of the Digital

Security Act, enacted in October 2018, which replaced

the ICT Act and stipulated that investigations under

Section 57 could not proceed if still pending.

The court’s ruling requires the state to justify why the

case should continue despite the new legislation, with

Justice Md Iqbal Kabir Lytton and Justice Md Riaz Uddin

Khan hearing the petition. Shahidul’s bail, granted in

November 2018, led to his release after over three

months in custody. [The Daily Star 2]

Bangladesh: Medical technology,

pharmacy students demand dedicated

directorate

https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-slhhlkk-l-bj/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-slhhlkk-l-bt/


(lm) Medical technology and pharmacy students in

Dhaka protested outside the Directorate General of

Health Services (DGHS), demanding a dedicated

department and reforms, including 10th-grade status

for diploma holders, the resumption of stalled

recruitment, and the creation of 9th-grade positions

for graduates. Organized under the "Anti-

Discrimination Medical Technology and Pharmacy

Student Action Council," the sit-in disrupted traffic in

Mohakhali.

Students emphasized that delayed recruitment has left

many qualified technologists beyond the government’s

age limit for employment, creating a significant

shortfall against WHO standards. The DGHS assured

students their demands would be addressed, but

protest leaders warned of further action if unmet. [The

Daily Star 1] [The Daily Star 2]

Meanwhile, in response to other recent student

concerns, the interim government has announced the

creation of a dedicated unit within Dhaka University

(DU) to manage seven affiliated colleges. The new unit

will have its own registrar and officials but will maintain

the colleges' affiliation with DU. This decision followed

a meeting between students and Education Adviser

Wahiduddin Mahmud.

The colleges involved—Dhaka College, Eden Mohila

College, Government Shaheed Suhrawardy College,

Kabi Nazrul Government College, Begum Badrunnesa

Government Mohila College, Mirpur Government

Bangla College, and Government Titumir College—had

previously been under National University since 1992

before DU affiliation was reinstated in 2017. [The Daily

Star 3]

Bangladesh: Central Bank Governor and

High Court target financial misconduct

(lm) Bangladesh’s financial sector is under intense

scrutiny as both the central bank governor and the

High Court launch actions to investigate alleged

embezzlement by major business conglomerates and

financial mismanagement within banks.

Ahsan Mansur, recently appointed as Bangladesh Bank

governor by the interim government led by

Muhammad Yunus, has accused prominent business

tycoons of siphoning BDT 2 trillion (USD 16.7 billion)

from the banking system. Mansur claims that, during

the tenure of ousted Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina, the

Directorate General of Forces Intelligence (DGFI)

facilitated questionable takeovers of banks, allowing
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conglomerates to use inflated invoices and loans to

divert funds abroad. Notably, industrialist Mohammed

Saiful Alam and his company, S Alam Group, are

alleged to have siphoned at least USD 10 billion,

though the group has denied the accusations,

condemning them as part of a broader campaign by

the interim government.

The government has announced plans to audit banks

impacted by these alleged irregularities, aiming to

recover misappropriated funds and stabilize the

financial sector. Additionally, the government intends

to sell stakes in affected banks to reliable investors and

to pursue recovery of assets transferred overseas

through international legal channels. [Financial Times]

In a related development, the High Court has ordered

the Anti-Corruption Commission (ACC) and other

relevant bodies to investigate whether National Bank

Limited (NBL) provided undue privileges to

Bashundhara Group, one of Bangladesh's largest

business entities, through a loan worth BDT 38.59

billion (USD 323 million), potentially in violation of

banking regulations. The court has mandated a report

on the progress of the investigation within four

months and issued a rule questioning 22 respondents

on their lack of action in probing the alleged

misconduct.

This High Court directive follows a petition based on

reports that Bashundhara Group received preferential

loan rescheduling at NBL, exceeding the permissible

loan ceiling. The petition accuses high-ranking officials

of colluding to grant these favorable terms, further

amplifying the growing concern over the integrity of

Bangladesh’s banking sector under the previous

administration. [The Daily Star]

Bangladesh: CID investigates former land

minister over alleged USD 48 million in

undeclared assets abroad

(vk) Bangladesh’s Criminal Investigation Department

(CID) has initiated an investigation into former Land

Minister Saifuzzaman Chowdhury Jabed over alleged

money laundering to multiple countries, including the

US, UK, UAE, and Singapore. According to the CID,

Saifuzzaman established companies abroad to

facilitate purchases, including nine flats in the US and

620 properties across these nations, valued at

approximately USD 48 million. His wife reportedly

bought two flats in Dubai for AED 22.5 million.
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The CID further noted that between 2010 and 2023,

Saifuzzaman and his wife set up eight additional

companies in the UK and Dubai, with assets totaling

USD 21.7 million. None of these ventures were

declared to the Election Commission, nor are they

among the companies granted foreign investment

approval by Bangladesh Bank. The investigation

proceeds under the Money Laundering Prevention Act.

[Bss News]

Bangladesh: Government removes

Chattogram Wasa MD amid corruption

allegations

(lm) The Bangladeshi interim government has removed

AKM Fazlullah from his position as managing director

of the Chattogram Water Supply and Sewerage

Authority (CWasa), following multiple allegations of

corruption and irregularities. CWasa is a government

agency responsible for water supply and sewerage

management in Chattogram, Bangladesh’s second-

largest city.

Fazlullah, originally appointed in 2009 and later made

MD in 2011, had his term extended multiple times,

with his sixth term set to end in 2026. [The Daily Star]

Bangladesh: Law Adviser assigned to

manage Speaker's Office duties

(lm) Law Adviser Dr. Asif Nazrul has been appointed to

oversee the administrative and financial duties at the

Speaker’s office of Bangladesh's Jatiya Sangsad

(National Parliament), currently vacant. The decision

addresses the need for continuity in managing the

Speaker's financial and administrative responsibilities

until a new Speaker is appointed. [The Daily Star]

Bangladesh: Interim government appoints

752 new legal officers across 11 districts

(lm) The Bangladeshi government has appointed 752

new legal officers to various courts across 11 districts,

including roles such as government pleaders, public

prosecutors, and assistants. The appointments,

covering districts like Kishoreganj, Cumilla, and

Barishal, were issued in three separate recruitment

orders by the law ministry’s solicitor wing on October

24, 29, and 30. The newly appointed officers replace
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previous appointees, whose positions have now been

canceled. [The Daily Star]

Bangladesh: Communist Party launches

anti-exploitation campaign with calls for

reform

(lm) The Communist Party of Bangladesh (CPB) has

launched a 15-day "Anti-Exploitation, Anti-

Discrimination Democracy Awakening March", focusing

on issues like controlling commodity prices by

dismantling syndicates. CPB President Mohammad

Shah Alam and General Secretary Ruhin Hossain Prince

called for public support, with events planned

nationwide, concluding on November 15.

The CPB’s demands include introducing a rural

rationing system, ensuring public safety, and

establishing a roadmap for Jatiya Sangsad elections

through electoral reform. Additional objectives involve

repatriating laundered money, tackling corruption, and

preventing land occupation. The party warned of

conspiracies from "autocratic-fascist forces" and

foreign elements undermining democratic gains,

urging the government to address commodity price

control, protect democratic rights, and prevent anti-

Liberation War activities. [The Daily Star]

Bangladesh: Clashes erupt over garment factory

closure, leaving two workers shot

(lm) Violent clashes between law enforcement and

garment factory workers erupted in Dhaka’s Kachukhet

and Mirpur-14 areas after the sudden closure of

Creative Designers Ltd. Two workers, aged 15 and 17,

were shot and hospitalized, with one requiring surgery.

The unrest began when police attempted to disperse

protesting workers, joined by other factory employees,

who demanded accountability for a line chief’s alleged

assault on a worker.

The situation escalated as police, army, and Rapid

Action Battalion (RAB) personnel intervened, leading to

arson and vandalism. Several law enforcement officers

were injured, and six protesters were detained. An

army-led task force has arrested 335 individuals linked

to recent industrial unrest in key garment-producing

areas since August. [The Daily Star]

Bangladesh: FDI drops by 8.8 percent in

FY24 amid election uncertainty, exchange
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rate fluctuations

(lm) Bangladesh's foreign direct investment (FDI) inflow

fell by 8.8 percent in FY24, attributed to election-

related uncertainties, political unrest, and exchange

rate volatility. The net FDI declined from USD 1.61

billion in FY23 to USD 1.47 billion in FY24, marking a

USD 142 million year-on-year decrease. The decline is

also linked to Bangladesh’s downgraded credit rating

and weakened foreign reserves, which have dampened

investor confidence.

Data from Bangladesh Bank shows the UK, China,

Korea, and India as the largest investors, while FDI

from the US, UK, Singapore, and South Korea saw a

drop in the latter half of FY24. The textile and weaving

sectors attracted the highest FDI, followed by banking,

pharmaceuticals, and telecommunications.

Additionally, reinvested earnings dropped by nearly 22

percent, making up 42 percent of total FDI. [Dhaka

Tribune 1]

In contrast to declining FDI figures, the international

readymade garment (RMG) industry conveyed

confidence in Bangladesh’s resilience amid similar

political and economic challenges. Speaking at the 17th

Bangladesh Denim Expo, global buyers highlighted

Bangladesh’s competitive advantages in quality,

production capacity, and pricing, positioning it as a key

global hub for denim and garments. Despite some

orders being redirected due to political turbulence,

industry experts reaffirmed Bangladesh’s strong

market position. [Dhaka Tribune 2]

Bangladesh: Government lifts rice import

duties amid production shortfall; Post-ban

Hilsa floods markets

(lm) (lm) The Bangladeshi government has announced

the removal of import duties on rice to address a

supply shortfall due to recent flooding, which affected

domestic production and drove up prices. The National

Board of Revenue (NBR) has eliminated the 25 percent

import duty and reduced the advance income tax from

5 percent to 2 percent, effective immediately. This

move follows recommendations from the Directorate

of Food and the Bangladesh Trade and Tariff

Commission (BTTC) to lift all duties and facilitate

imports. Chief Adviser Muhammad Yunus has directed

urgent imports through government-to-government

agreements and open tenders, with an initial goal of

securing 500,000 tons from countries such as Vietnam

and Myanmar to stabilize prices.
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Currently, Bangladesh’s rice stock stands at 968,000

tons, but recent floods have resulted in an estimated

production loss of 839,000 tons, intensifying the

demand for imports. The government has allocated

approximately BDT 3 billion (USD 25.2 million) to

purchase 350,000 tons, with an additional BDT 6 billion

(USD 50.4 million) allocated for further imports to meet

an annual demand of 37-39 million tons.

Meanwhile, in Dinajpur’s Hili Land Port, up to 40

percent of approximately 6,500 tons of imported

onions from India have rotted due to humid weather,

power outages, and inadequate storage solutions.

Damaged onions are being sold at BDT 30 (USD 0.25)

per kilogram, while higher-quality stocks are priced

between BDT 85 and BDT 95 (USD 0.71-0.79). Traders

are calling for improved scientific storage to mitigate

these losses, which have become an annual issue

during the rainy season. [Asia News]

In the fisheries sector, authorities have just concluded

a 21-day ban on hilsa fishing to allow for breeding, with

372 fishermen arrested for violations during this

period. The ban was lifted on November 3, but the

immediate influx of hilsa in Barishal markets has

sparked suspicions that many fish were caught illegally

and preserved for post-ban sales. [Bangla News 24]

During the ban, authorities conducted 3,394

operations and 1,100 mobile court sessions, leading to

fines totaling BDT 3.297 million (USD 27,700) and the

confiscation of over 18 tonnes of illegally caught hilsa.

[The Daily Star]

Bangladesh: Police Academy dismisses 58

more trainee sub-inspectors for

disciplinary breaches

(lm) The Bangladesh Police Academy in Sardah,

Rajshahi, has dismissed another 58 trainee sub-

inspectors (SIs) from its 40th outside cadet batch on

grounds of "breaching discipline." This latest dismissal

brings the total to 310 out of 804 cadets who began

the one-year basic training program on November 5 of

last year, all removed from the program just before

graduation. Previously, 252 trainees from the same

batch were discharged on similar grounds.

The academy had issued show-cause notices to these

cadets for allegedly disrupting classes by sitting

randomly, shouting, and disregarding instructor

requests to maintain order. The incidents occurred

during classes held on October 10 and October 21,

covering legal sections and regulations.
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Sources revealed that the Police Headquarters, in

collaboration with the Ministry of Home Affairs,

conducted background checks on the political

affiliations of 801 trainees after the departure of the

previous Awami League government on August 5. The

inquiry, led by an intelligence agency, followed

concerns about maintaining political neutrality within

the police force.

Several dismissed trainees have claimed innocence,

asserting that they were not involved in politics and

had adhered to training protocols. [Dhaka Tribune]

Bangladesh: Over 121,630 prisoners

receive legal aid through National Legal

Aid Services

(vk) Since 2009, more than 121,630 prisoners have

accessed legal assistance funded by the government

through the National Legal Aid Services (NLAS), as

highlighted in a recent report on the organization’s

website. This initiative aligns with a directive from the

chief justice urging courts to provide legal aid for

accused individuals lacking representation in criminal

cases.

In total, the NLAS has offered legal support in 403,201

cases, benefiting over 1,110,036 financially

disadvantaged litigants and resolving 203,032 cases.

Through the Alternative Dispute Resolution (ADR)

system, 129,038 cases have been successfully settled

out of 142,612, benefiting 243,512 individuals.

Further statistics show that 28,016 litigants received

aid through the Supreme Court Legal Aid Office, 28,853

through labor legal aid services in Dhaka and

Chattogram, and over 1.78 million individuals accessed

assistance via the NLAS toll-free hotline. Legal aid has

also facilitated the recovery of approximately BDT

21.76 billion (USD 182.8 million) in compensation for

beneficiaries since its inception. [The Business

Standard]

Bangladesh: Six more Dengue deaths as

cases surge amid ongoing outbreak

(vk) Bangladesh reported six more dengue-related

deaths and 1,297 new hospital admissions in the past

24 hours as of November 4, according to the

Directorate General of Health Services (DGHS). This

year’s dengue cases have now risen to 65,768, with 320
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fatalities recorded to date. The ongoing outbreak

marks a significant increase from last year, when the

country saw a record 1,705 dengue-related deaths and

321,179 cases [Dhaka Tribune]

Bangladesh: Surge in skilled migration as

over 500,000 secure overseas jobs in first

half of 2024

(vk) Bangladesh saw a notable increase in skilled

migration between January and June 2024, with nearly

13,000 accountants among over 500,000 Bangladeshis

who secured jobs abroad, reflecting rising global

demand for skilled professionals. This marks the first

time accounting has ranked in the top 10 job

categories for Bangladeshi migrants, according to

government-endorsed platform Ami Probashi.

Saudi Arabia was the top destination, welcoming

approximately 250,000 workers, followed by Malaysia

with 93,000 and Qatar with 39,517. Skilled roles in

construction and manufacturing also saw high

demand, with 63,469 migrants in construction and

33,748 in factory work.

Women comprised just six percent of the total migrant

workforce, primarily in housekeeping roles, totaling

13,190 workers. Dhaka and Chattogram led in

migration numbers, sending 121,520 and 91,530

workers, respectively. During this period, 183,274

individual and 28,223 group visas were issued. [The

Daily Star]

Bangladesh: Health Directorate reassures

public on HPV vaccine safety amid

student illness reports

(asa) Director General of Health Services, Prof Jafor,

clarified that recent reports of student illness following

HPV vaccination are unrelated to the vaccine itself and

urged the public not to spread misinformation.

Speaking at a press conference at the DGHS

headquarters in Dhaka, Prof Jafor explained that the

HPV vaccination campaign, targeting over 6.2 million

individuals, has already reached more than 1.8 million

people, with only 271 experiencing mild side effects, a

negligible 0.14 percent rate. [Dhaka Tribune]

Further, addressing a specific incident in Bhola where

student fainting was attributed to psychological factors

rather than the vaccine. Experts emphasized that
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minor post-vaccination symptoms, such as fever, are

normal and may signal the vaccine’s effectiveness.

Moreover, Prof Jafor also affirmed that the HPV

vaccine, a proven preventive for cervical cancer, has no

links to infertility, as confirmed by the Global Advisory

Committee on Vaccine Safety. [The Daily Star]

Bangladesh: Army arrests top terrorist

and 13 associates in Dhaka raid

(vk) The Bangladesh Army's 6th Independent ADA

Brigade conducted a joint operation in Uttara’s

Dakshinkhan area, arresting top-listed terrorist Altaf

and 13 associates. Local weapons and cash were

seized during the raid. Altaf, involved in various

criminal activities including drug smuggling, arms

robbery, and gang operations, has 10 prior cases

against him. The arrested individuals were handed

over to Uttara East Police Station for interrogation and

legal proceedings. [The Business Standard]

Bhutan: Government fulfills 64 percent of

day-one directives with major reforms

underway

(mt) The People’s Democratic Party (PDP) government

in Bhutan has fulfilled nine out of 14 executive orders

and directives issued on its first day in office, achieving

64 percent completion within eight months. The

remaining directives are currently being addressed by

relevant ministries, with a focus on implementing long-

term national improvements.

Among the completed initiatives is the elimination of

the BTN 10 (USD 0.12) pedestrian fee at Phuentsholing,

effective from January 30, and the designation of

Saturdays as a non-school day, introduced on May 2.

The government has also revised the housing policy for

the Changjiji colony, allowing residents to stay in

National Housing Development Corporation units for

up to 10 years or until retirement. Another key

accomplishment is the establishment of the Economic

Development Board (EDB), which held its first meeting

on February 20, 2024. A high-level task force has also

been created to oversee the BTN 15 billion (USD 180

million) Economic Stimulus Programme (ESP).

The Ministry of Industry, Commerce, and Employment

(MoICE) is progressing on a comprehensive review of

Bhutan’s Foreign Direct Investment (FDI) policy, with a

cabinet sub-committee consulting on new FDI rules.
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Efforts to boost tourism are underway through an

action plan aimed at increasing tourist arrivals,

including 21 major actions to improve infrastructure

and promote Bhutan’s attractions. Furthermore, a

Sustainable Development Fee (SDF) waiver for tourists

visiting border towns has been extended for one year

and now applies to official entry routes.

The education sector will also see reforms, with a new

Individual Work Plan (IWP) for teachers set to take

effect in 2025, following a review by a committee of

education experts and the Royal Civil Service

Commission. For infrastructure development, the

Ministry of Infrastructure and Transport (MoIT) is

conducting feasibility studies on new domestic

airstrips, with a preliminary report submitted in May

2024 and more detailed assessments in progress.

The Ministry of Health is focusing on enhancing

services at Jigme Dorji Wangchuck National Referral

Hospital (JDWNRH), based on a report detailing 19

prioritized areas and 46 specific actions. This report,

now approved by the cabinet, is part of ongoing

improvements to strengthen healthcare infrastructure.

[Kuensel 1] [Kuensel 2]

Bhutan: Expecting mothers and children

highly vulnerable to lead exposure

(lm) Nearly 59 percent of pregnant women in Bhutan

exhibit critical blood lead levels, highlighting the

significant vulnerability of expectant mothers and

young children to lead exposure. Health experts stress

early prevention, noting that lead, which accumulates

in bones and soft tissues, poses severe risks to child

development, including lower IQ and behavioral issues.

[Kuensel 1]

Amid this public health concern, FemTech Association

Asia, a network dedicated to advancing women’s

health through technology, will expand to Bhutan on

November 11. This move aims to bring culturally

relevant, accessible health solutions for women.

FemTech will work with Bhutanese healthcare

providers, policymakers, and entrepreneurs to address

issues from reproductive health to mental wellness.

[Kuensel 2]

Bhutan: Government to expand

rehabilitation services to tackle rising

substance abuse
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(mt) In response to increasing substance abuse cases,

Bhutan’s government is enhancing its rehabilitation

infrastructure. Health Minister Tandin Wangchuk

addressed concerns during a recent Meet-the-Press

event in Thimphu, noting the absence of gender-

specific facilities and the limited geographic reach of

rehabilitation centers.

To address these gaps, a national drug treatment and

rehabilitation center in Thimphu is set to open next

month, providing separate accommodations for men

and women. This center, with a capacity of 200 beds,

will also offer outpatient services, making treatment

more accessible, particularly for rural residents.

The PEMA Secretariat, led by Bhutan’s Queen Jetsun

Pema, has expanded hospital-based substance use

disorder (SUD) treatment to accommodate both

genders. SUD services are now available in seven

hospitals, with plans to extend to all district hospitals,

ensuring broader access to care.

The government is also implementing prison-based

SUD treatment programs in Chamgang Central Prison

and Lungzor District Prison, addressing substance

abuse among inmates and supporting rehabilitation to

reduce recidivism. [Kuensel]

Bhutan: Nursing shortage amid global

demand

(mt) Nursing courses in Bhutan are seeing increased

enrolment as many students view them as pathways to

lucrative overseas jobs. However, this trend has led to

a critical nursing shortage at home. Between January

and October 2023, 94 nurses resigned, while 106 were

on extraordinary leave, exacerbating the issue in

healthcare facilities. To combat this shortage, the

health ministry plans to recruit 145 nurses from

abroad, despite concerns over wage disparities

between expatriates and local nurses.

The decision has drawn criticism, particularly because

Bhutanese nurses are constrained by civil service pay

scales, which makes it hard to retain talent. This

approach serves as a temporary fix, as many trained

nurses will continue to seek better opportunities

abroad unless systemic changes are made to improve

working conditions and remuneration for local nurses.

[Kuensel]
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Bhutan: Government aims to double GDP

to USD 5 billion by 2029 through

entrepreneurship

(lm) The Bhutanese government is pushing

entrepreneurship as a key driver to double the nation’s

GDP from USD 2.5 billion to USD 5 billion by 2029. With

18,641 active business licenses, most enterprises are

cottage and small industries, highlighting the sector's

vital role in economic growth.

During the 2024 Druk Tshongrig Gatoen (DTG), a major

annual event celebrating Bhutanese entrepreneurship

and innovation, Labor Secretary Tashi Wangmo

emphasized the government’s commitment to

supporting young entrepreneurs to drive job creation

and address social challenges. The event showcased

products from over 30 stalls, including new innovations

like the Bio Mulchifier, developed by students to

reduce waste.

Entrepreneurs highlighted the need for market access

and product certification, with many reliant on

Thimphu’s CSI market due to limited export options. In

response, the event launched tshongrig.com, a portal

aimed at supporting Bhutan’s entrepreneurial

ecosystem.

Alongside entrepreneurship initiatives, Bhutan’s

economic strategy includes expanding agriculture and

creating food hubs, aligning with efforts to increase the

sector’s contribution to GDP. [Kuensel]

Bhutan: Cabinet to review 100 percent

Foreign Direct Investment proposal in

agriculture

(lm) The Ministry of Agriculture and Livestock (MoAL)

has proposed allowing 100 percent Foreign Direct

Investment (FDI) in Bhutan’s agriculture sector. If

approved, this shift aims to attract investments to

bolster food security, introduce advanced agricultural

technologies, and expand market access. Currently,

the ministry is discussing potential projects with four

foreign companies: PRAN RFL (Bangladesh), Pico Live

(Thailand), Satguna Agro Farms (India), and Oshiye &

Company (Japan), who are exploring investments in

diverse areas such as organic farming, hybrid seeds,

and sustainable solutions.

The proposal was presented at the Bhutan Agri-Food

Trade and Investment Forum (BATIF) 2024, where

MoAL Minister Younten Phuntsho emphasized
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agriculture’s critical role in enhancing food and

nutrition security, despite limited foreign investments

since 2010.

PRAN RFL plans to establish a 1,000-acre farm,

focusing on organic crops like potatoes and turmeric,

while Oshiye & Company is interested in hybrid seed

production for crops suited to Bhutan's climate.

Satguna Agro Farms and Food Corporation of Bhutan

Limited (FCBL) are also exploring exports of quinoa

and frozen potatoes to Indian markets. This FDI

initiative is part of Bhutan’s 13th Five-Year-Plan target

to raise agriculture’s GDP contribution to USD 600

million by 2029, benefiting the 43.5 percent of

Bhutan's workforce in the sector.

The cabinet’s decision on the FDI proposal is awaited,

potentially marking a significant development for

Bhutan’s agricultural economy. [Kuensel]

Bhutan: Over USD 740,000 in unclaimed

dividends reported by securities exchange

(lm) The Royal Securities Exchange of Bhutan Limited

(RSEBL) has reported BTN 61.84 million (USD 740,000)

in unclaimed dividends from 15 of Bhutan’s 18 listed

companies. Bhutan Insurance Limited, which provides

general insurance products across Bhutan, leads with

BTN 16.64 million (USD 200,000) in unclaimed

dividends. Druk PNB Bank Limited, a joint venture with

Punjab National Bank, offering banking services

nationwide, follows closely with BTN 16.02 million (USD

192,000) in unclaimed dividends.

Other companies with substantial unclaimed dividends

include T-Bank Limited, a commercial bank known for

personal and business financial services, at BTN 7.93

million (USD 95,000), and Royal Insurance Corporation

of Bhutan Limited, a major provider of life and general

insurance, at BTN 6.62 million (USD 79,000).

The RSEBL attributes the high amount of unclaimed

dividends to limited financial literacy, with many

shareholders unaware of their entitlements. Although

dividends are deposited directly into shareholders'

bank accounts, issues arise when shareholders lack

active accounts or have incomplete information.

In collaboration with the Office of the Registrar of

Companies, RSEBL is drafting the Investor Protection

Fund regulation, scheduled for implementation next

year, to address unclaimed dividend issues. [Kuensel]
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Bhutan: Government allocates USD 4.12

million to build five irrigation projects in

2024-25

(lm) The Department of Agriculture (DoA) in Bhutan

has set aside BTN 343.671 million (USD 4.12 million) for

the fiscal year 2024-2025 to construct five new

irrigation canals as part of a larger initiative to expand

irrigation across the country.

Under the 13th Five-Year-Plan, the government aims to

build 83 irrigation projects covering 618 kilometers by

2029, benefiting 17,000 acres and aiding over 8,000

households across 17 dzongkhags. The emphasis is on

establishing reliable water sources to improve farm

productivity, with the broader goal of increasing the

agriculture sector’s contribution to GDP to BTN 50

billion (USD 600 million) and creating 125,160 jobs by

2029.

Additional targets include doubling the production of

high-value fruits and nuts to 104,024 metric tons by

2029 and achieving rice self-sufficiency, with an annual

production goal of 54,040 metric tons of paddy.

[Kuensel]

Bhutan: Government to allocate USD 61.2

million for chain-link fencing to curb

human-wildlife conflicts

(mt) To mitigate escalating human-wildlife conflicts

(HWC) and safeguard crops, Bhutan's Ministry of

Agriculture and Livestock (MoAL) has allocated BTN 5.1

billion (USD 61.2 million) for chain-link fencing under

the 13th Five-Year-Plan. This fencing initiative aims to

protect fields across 205 gewogs and 20 dzongkhags,

covering 24,000 acres of paddy, 12,000 acres of maize,

and 9,000 acres of potato fields. An additional BTN 2.8

billion (USD 33.6 million) has been set aside for other

crucial crops.

Over the past two years, the ministry has already

implemented 33.5 kilometers of portable solar fencing

and 87 kilometers of chain-link fencing, safeguarding

427 acres with solar fencing and 3,200 acres with

chain-link fencing, benefiting 1,155 households. The

2024-25 budget for this initiative is BTN 667.5 million

(USD 8 million), including BTN 30 million (USD 360,000)

from the Food Security and Agriculture Productivity

Project, while BTN 637.5 million (USD 7.65 million) has

been allocated from the Government of India for

projects across various dzongkhags. [Kuensel]
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Bhutan: Government agencies face

inflated costs, quality concerns in vehicle

parts procurement

(lm) A recent report by Bhutan's Competition and

Consumer Affairs Authority (CCAA) reveals that

government agencies are often paying inflated prices

for substandard or even counterfeit vehicle spare

parts, particularly affecting commonly used models like

the Toyota Hilux and Isuzu D-Max. The CCAA’s study

identified inefficiencies in the procurement system,

with discrepancies in pricing and concerns about the

quality of parts supplied.

To address these issues, the report recommends that

procurement agencies enforce stricter specifications

for parts, particularly by requiring original or OEM

(Original Equipment Manufacturer) parts. It also

suggests incorporating warranty periods into contracts

to encourage suppliers to deliver higher-quality

products. Additionally, the report highlights the need

for the Bhutan Standards Bureau to set technical

standards for essential vehicle components, potentially

introducing mandatory quality requirements over time.

[Kuensel]

India: Jammu and Kashmir Assembly

opens with debates on Article 370, elects

senior NC leader as Speaker

(lm) The Jammu and Kashmir (J&K) Assembly

reconvened for its first session in six years, igniting

significant debate when a legislator from the People’s

Democratic Party (PDP)—a state political party founded

by former J&K Chief Minister Mufti Mohammad Sayeed

—introduced a resolution opposing the 2019

abrogation of Article 370, which previously granted the

region special status.

In response, the Council of Ministers, led by incumbent

Chief Minister Omar Abdullah, introduced a separate

resolution advocating for the restoration of J&K’s

statehood. Addressing the Assembly, Lieutenant

Governor Manoj Sinha emphasized the government’s

dedication to this goal, stating, “My government will

make every effort to restore the state.” Sinha had

recently approved a resolution from the Cabinet urging

the central government to reinstate statehood to the

J&K union territory. [The Indian Express]

https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-slhhlkk-l-xu/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-slhhlkk-l-ml/


In other Assembly developments, senior National

Conference (NC) leader Abdul Rahim Rather was

elected Speaker unopposed, receiving support from

both treasury and opposition members. Following its

recent electoral win with 42 seats in the 90-member

Assembly, NC stands as the region’s largest party.

[MoneyControl]

Simultaneously, India’s ruling Bharatiya Janata Party

(BJP) appointed MLA Sunil Sharma as the Leader of the

Legislature Party in J&K, making him the Leader of the

Opposition. This appointment was finalized during a

BJP MLA meeting in Srinagar on November 3, with

senior leaders, including BJP J&K Incharge Tarun Chugh

and outgoing state president Ravinder Raina, in

attendance. Sharma, a two-time MLA from Kishtwar

and head of BJP’s Kashmir unit, was chosen

unanimously, succeeding the late MLA Devinder Singh

Rana. Narinder Singh Raina was named Deputy Leader

of the Opposition, while Sat Sharma took over as the

new president of BJP’s J&K unit, succeeding Ravinder

Raina, who will now serve on the BJP National

Executive. [India TV] [India Today]

India: Election Commission reschedules

by-polls in 14 assembly seats due to

festivities

(lm) The Election Commission of India (ECI) has shifted

bypolls in 14 Assembly constituencies across Kerala,

Punjab, and Uttar Pradesh states from November 13 to

November 20 following requests from political parties

and social organizations concerned about reduced

voter turnout due to local festivities. The vote counting

date remains set for November 23. [The Indian

Express]

India: BJP heavyweight, Home Minister

Shah, emphasizes tribal exemptions in

push for Uniform Civil Code

(lm) India’s Home Minister Amit Shah, a heavyweight in

the ruling Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP), reiterated the

party's stance on a Uniform Civil Code (UCC) over the

weekend, clarifying that tribal communities would be

exempted. This position aligns with the BJP’s recent

strategy to expand support among tribal voters,

underscoring a distinction between Muslim personal

laws and tribal customs.
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The UCC, a part of the BJP’s core agenda, seeks to

replace the varied personal laws governing family

matters within different communities with a single,

unified law. This reform aims to promote legal equality

and simplify family laws across religion and custom,

covering areas such as marriage, divorce, and

inheritance. Although supported by Article 44 of India’s

Constitution, which advocates for a uniform civil law

for all citizens, the UCC has been politically sensitive,

given its impact on religious and cultural practices.

The BJP has consistently assured that the UCC will not

disrupt the practices of tribes, as highlighted by several

party leaders. In 2023, late BJP leader Sushil Modi

advocated for exempting Northeastern tribal

communities from the UCC. Similarly, Union Minister

Kiren Rijiju and Minister S P Singh Baghel emphasized

that tribal rights protected under the Constitution,

particularly in Scheduled Areas and states with special

provisions, would remain intact.

BJP-ruled states like Assam and Uttarakhand have

proposed UCC implementations that specifically

exclude tribal communities, maintaining that

uniformity does not override tribal customs. This

approach aims to address criticisms that the UCC

targets only Muslim personal laws rather than aiming

for true uniformity across all communities. [The Indian

Express]

India: Rashmi Shukla transferred as

Maharashtra Police chief ahead of

Assembly elections

(lm) India's Election Commission (EC) has transferred

Maharashtra’s Director General of Police (DGP) Rashmi

Shukla ahead of the upcoming Assembly elections,

leaving the question of a permanent replacement

unanswered. For now, Mumbai Police Commissioner

Vivek Phansalkar will temporarily assume the DGP role.

The EC has directed the Maharashtra government to

submit a panel of three eligible officers for

consideration by November 5.

Phansalkar, set to retire in April 2025, is the senior-

most officer, followed by Sadanand Date of the

National Investigation Agency, Bipin Kumar Singh, and

Sanjay Kumar Verma. There is uncertainty about

whether Shukla’s transfer is solely for the election

period or if it is permanent. Shukla, originally

appointed under a two-year tenure following the

Supreme Court’s Prakash Singh ruling, was expected to

serve until January 2026. Her future role will likely be
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determined by the incoming government. [The Indian

Express]

India: Kerala opposition leader urges chief

minister to hold all-party meeting over

Munambam land dispute

(lm) The leader of the opposition in India’s Kerala state,

V D Satheesan, has urged Chief Minister Pinarayi

Vijayan to convene an all-party meeting to address an

escalating land dispute in Munambam, Ernakulam

district. The dispute arose after the Waqf Board

claimed ownership of 404 acres in the area, which

affects over 600 families. The situation has sparked

widespread criticism from both the ruling Communist

Party of India (Marxist)-led Left Democratic Front (LDF)

and the Indian National Congress-led United

Democratic Front (UDF), as well as community groups

including the Catholic Church.

The Catholic Church and other organizations have

strongly criticized both the LDF and UDF for their

stance on the Waqf (Amendment) Bill, 2024,

introduced by the BJP-led central government. The bill

seeks to address issues related to property claims

under waqf law, with Christian families in regions like

Cherai and Munambam alleging that waqf provisions

have facilitated unlawful claims on their ancestral

properties. Both fronts recently passed a resolution

opposing the bill, citing concerns that it could

exacerbate communal divisions in Kerala.

The Waqf Board, a statutory body in India, manages

properties donated for charitable or religious purposes

under Islamic law, typically overseeing assets that

benefit the Muslim community. This board's claim on

Munambam land has sparked communal and political

tension, with Satheesan noting that no Muslim

religious groups have identified the disputed land as

waqf property.

Satheesan called for the government’s immediate

intervention, suggesting that swift action could resolve

the issue. He also cautioned against communal forces

exploiting the situation to incite unrest and urged the

government to maintain social harmony. The CPI, the

LDF’s second-largest coalition partner, echoed this

concern, emphasizing the need to prevent divisive

elements from using the issue to stoke tensions. [The

Indian Express]
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India: University replaces seminar

coordinator following event cancellation

with Iranian ambassador

(rsv) Jawaharlal Nehru University (JNU) recently

replaced the coordinator responsible for organizing

seminars at the Centre for West Asian Studies after

canceling a planned event featuring the Iranian

ambassador to India. University officials described the

replacement as an internal matter within the

department, with a new coordinator appointed to

oversee future seminars.

The canceled seminar, titled “How Iran Sees the Recent

Developments in West Asia,” was initially scheduled for

October 22 but was later withdrawn following internal

discussions among faculty members due to concerns

about potential contentious discussions. Similar events

featuring Palestinian and Lebanese envoys were also

postponed.

JNU’s administration had previously advised faculty to

be mindful of the “charged global atmosphere” when

planning events, following an earlier cancellation of a

seminar with the United States ambassador to India.

Faculty members noted that coordinators for these

seminars have traditionally had autonomy in

organizing them. [The Hindu]

India: Wikipedia faces legal troubles over

alleged defamation in ANI case

(lm) Wikipedia is embroiled in a high-stakes legal battle

in India, with potentially far-reaching consequences for

the platform's operations in the country. The dispute

arose after India's largest newswire, Asian News

International (ANI), filed a INR 20 million (USD 237,874)

lawsuit against Wikimedia Foundation, accusing

Wikipedia of hosting defamatory content that brands

ANI as a “propaganda tool” for the Indian government

and as disseminating information from unreliable

sources. ANI petitioned the Delhi High Court,

demanding the page be taken down, citing

unsuccessful attempts to edit the content themselves.

Historically, Wikipedia, managed by volunteers, has

operated with minimal editorial intervention from

Wikimedia, which provides technical support but not

content oversight. However, the court has ordered

Wikipedia to reveal details of the editors involved in

these changes, and Wikipedia has agreed to supply

limited user information under sealed cover. The case

has garnered significant attention, with concerns it
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could lead to increased legal action from those

unhappy with their portrayal on Wikipedia.

Wikipedia has faced similar challenges globally,

including government bans or restrictions in countries

such as China, Turkey, Russia, and Pakistan. In India,

where Wikipedia has resisted federal content removal

orders, a ruling against Wikimedia could seriously

hamper the platform's operations. Experts worry this

could limit public access to unbiased information,

significantly affecting Wikipedia's presence and

freedom of content in India. [BBC]

India: Supreme Court relaxes bail

conditions for Kerala journalist Siddique

Kappan in UAPA case

(lm) The Supreme Court of India has eased bail

conditions for Kerala-based journalist Siddique

Kappan, who was detained under the Unlawful

Activities (Prevention) Act (UAPA) in 2020. Originally,

Kappan was required to report weekly to the police

following his bail in September 2022, but a bench of

Justices P.S. Narasimhan and Sandeep Mehta has now

removed this obligation.

Kappan was arrested while en route to Hathras, Uttar

Pradesh, to report on the death of a Dalit woman

following a gang rape. The case, which involved

allegations of links to the Popular Front of India (PFI),

led to charges under the UAPA and claims that Kappan

intended to disrupt law and order. Following nearly

two years in custody, he was granted bail with

restrictions, including weekly check-ins with local

authorities and limits on his travel. [The Indian

Express]

India: Supreme Court denies interim relief

to convict in Beant Singh assassination

(lm) The Supreme Court of India declined interim relief

to Balwant Singh Rajoana, a former Punjab Police

constable convicted in the 1995 assassination of

Punjab Chief Minister Beant Singh. Rajoana, who has

been imprisoned for nearly 29 years and on death row

for 15, requested commutation of his death sentence

due to "extraordinary" delays in deciding his mercy

plea, which has been pending since 2012.

Appearing before a three-judge bench led by Justice

B.R. Gavai, Senior Advocate Mukul Rohatgi highlighted
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the prolonged delay as a violation of Rajoana's rights.

Despite the plea, the bench postponed the final

decision, giving the Punjab government two more

weeks to respond.

Initially sentenced to death in 2007, Rajoana’s case has

seen multiple petitions and a 2019 proposal by the

Ministry of Home Affairs to commute his sentence,

which was ultimately deferred, citing national security

concerns. The Supreme Court had previously directed

the central government to address the pending mercy

plea, a directive that remains unresolved. The case is

scheduled for further hearing on November 18. [The

Indian Express]

India: IAS officer Rajesh Kumar Singh

takes charge as Defence Secretary

(lm) Rajesh Kumar Singh, a 1989-batch IAS officer from

the Kerala cadre, has officially assumed the role of

Defence Secretary. Prior to this role, Singh served as

Secretary for the Department for Promotion of

Industry and Internal Trade in the Ministry of

Commerce and Industry from April 2023 to August

2024. He has also held prominent positions, including

Secretary of Animal Husbandry & Dairying and Director

of Works and Urban Transport in the Ministry of Urban

Development, along with senior roles in Kerala’s

government. Singh succeeds Giridhar Aramane, an

Andhra Pradesh cadre officer, who retired on October

31. [India Today]

India: Government extends SC status

inquiry for religious converts to October

2025

(ad) The Ministry of Social Justice and Empowerment of

India has extended by a year the tenure of a

commission established to examine whether

Scheduled Castes (SC) status can be granted to

individuals who have converted to religions other than

Sikhism and Buddhism. This decision, formalized

through a notification dated November 1, comes as the

Commission, initially set to conclude its work on

October 10 sought additional time to finalize its report.

The Commission of Inquiry was constituted on October

6, 2022, under the Commissions of Inquiry Act, 1952.

Furthermore, the inquiry covers related concerns

regarding social justice, rights, and the possible
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extension of reserved status to converts from religions

not traditionally included in SC classifications, such as

Christianity and Islam. Headed by former Chief Justice

of India K G Balakrishnan, the Commission has been

engaging with stakeholders, including sociologists,

historians, and representatives from affected

communities, to better understand the nuances of

caste identity in the context of religious conversion.

[The Indian Express]

Headline: Home Minister Shah

inaugurates Gujarat's largest waste-to-

energy plant

(rsv) Home Minister Amit Shah recently inaugurated a

15-megawatt waste-to-energy power plant near Piplaj

village in Ahmedabad, now recognized as Gujarat’s

largest facility of its kind. The project, developed under

a Public-Private Partnership (PPP) model, was

constructed with an investment of INR 3.75 billion

(USD 45 million), according to a state government

statement.

Joined by Gujarat Chief Minister Bhupendra Patel and

Health Minister Rushikesh Patel, Shah toured the

facility and discussed its operational specifics with

officials. This plant is designed to convert up to 1,000

metric tons of solid waste daily into electricity,

supporting the Ahmedabad Municipal Corporation's

(AMC) efforts to manage waste from the Pirana dump

site effectively.

Beyond electricity production, the plant contributes to

reducing urban pollution and promoting

environmental sustainability. The waste-to-energy

process involves burning waste using a reverse grate

firing method to produce steam, which drives turbines

to generate power. The electricity generated is then

fed into the main grid, supporting local energy needs.

[AIR] [ThePrint]

India: Elephant death toll reaches eight in

Bandhavgarh Tiger Reserve as

investigation intensifies

(ad) The elephant death toll at Bandhavgarh Tiger

Reserve climbed to eight on October 30, after four

more critically ill elephants died. Forest patrol staff

initially found four dead elephants on October 29 in

the Salakhaniya Beat of the Khitauli and Pataur ranges,

along with five others in severe distress. Of the
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affected herd of 13, four remain healthy, while one is

still under treatment.

Over 100 wildlife officials are investigating the deaths,

focusing on possible causes including poisoning and

accidental ingestion of Kodo seeds found at the scene.

Villagers are being questioned regarding any past

conflicts with the herd.

The elephants, originally from Chhattisgarh, have been

permanent residents in Bandhavgarh since 2018. [The

Indian Express]

India: Military granted authority for direct

social media content moderation on

defense issues

(lm) The Indian Ministry of Defence has given the

military direct authority to oversee and request

removal of social media content related to the armed

forces, aiming to address unlawful content more

efficiently.

Previously, the Indian Army relied on the Ministry of

Electronics and Information Technology (MeitY),

leading to delays. Now, a senior officer from the

Additional Directorate General of Strategic

Communication (ADG) will act as a "nodal officer" with

the power to issue notices under Section 79(3)(b) of the

IT Act, requesting takedowns of problematic content.

This change allows the military to respond quickly,

especially to misinformation linked to hostile sources,

by issuing notices directly to social media platforms,

bypassing intermediaries. While this move is intended

to protect national security and the military’s image,

legal experts warn of ambiguities within Section 79(3)

(b) about the grounds and authority for content

removal. Since the October 24 directive, no takedown

requests have yet been reported. [The Express

Tribune]

India: Defence exports projected to reach

USD 600 million by 2029, says Rajnath

Singh

(lm) India's Defence Minister Rajnath Singh announced

that India’s push for self-reliance is set to elevate its

defence exports to an estimated INR 50 billion (USD

600 million) by the 2029-30 fiscal year. Addressing the

65th Foundation Day of IIT Kanpur, Singh highlighted
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the progress of India’s Aatmanirbhar Bharat initiative,

urging Indian youth to innovate and develop

technologies domestically.

Aatmanirbhar Bharat, or "Self-Reliant India," is a

government-led initiative launched in 2020 by Prime

Minister Narendra Modi to encourage local

manufacturing, innovation, and economic self-

sufficiency. This broad policy framework spans sectors

including defence, agriculture, and healthcare, aiming

to make India less dependent on foreign imports and

more globally competitive.

Singh shared that defence exports reached a record

INR 21 billion (USD 252 million) in 2023-24, a dramatic

increase from approximately INR 600 million (USD 7.2

million) a decade ago. The government’s focus on

cutting-edge technology is driven by the evolving

landscape of warfare, including advances in drones,

cyber warfare, and precision-guided missiles.

As part of this innovation drive, Singh emphasized

programs like the Innovations for Defence Excellence

(iDEX) initiative, which grants up to INR 1.5 billion (USD

18 million) to startups. Under the ADITI scheme, select

startups in critical defence technologies can receive

funding of up to INR 25 billion (USD 300 million).

During the event, IIT Kanpur showcased innovations

from 23 start-ups in fields such as autonomous

systems and AI-driven surveillance, which Singh

praised for their contributions to national security.

[Hans India]

India: Maoists knife attack injures two

policemen, loots weapons in

Chhattisgarh’s Sukma

(ad) In Sukma, Chhattisgarh, Maoists attacked two

policemen on duty in a crowded market, injuring one

officer critically before fleeing with their weapons.

Authorities have launched a search for the assailants.

This incident follows a series of similar attacks on

police in the region. [The Indian Express]

India: Troops kill three suspected

militants in separate Kashmir clashes

(lm) Indian security forces killed three suspected

militants in two separate incidents in Indian-

administered Kashmir over the weekend. According to
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a military statement, troops intercepted a group of

armed militants in a forested area in the southern

Anantnag district, leading to a gunfight that killed two

of the suspects. In a separate encounter in Srinagar,

police and paramilitary forces killed another suspected

militant after a tip led them to a residence where he

was hiding. Two soldiers and two police officers were

reportedly injured in the exchange.

Residents reported that security forces set fire to the

house where the Srinagar suspect was trapped, a

common military tactic in the region, though this

remains unconfirmed by independent sources.

[Associated Press]

Meanwhile, Defense Minister Rajnath Singh noted a

significant decline in terror-related incidents in Jammu

and Kashmir, attributing the improvement to vigilant

security forces and the government’s commitment to

eradicating terrorism from the region. He added that

the union territory is witnessing substantial

development, underscoring the government’s focus on

enhancing stability and progress in the area. [Business

Standard]

Maldives: Parliament reviews proposed

USD 3.68 billion budget for 2025 with

focus on debt management, housing, and

cost-saving measures

(mt) The Maldivian government has proposed a 2025

budget of MVR 56.6 billion (approximately USD 3.68

billion), with a focus on debt management, cost-saving

reforms, and housing solutions. Submitted to

Parliament by Finance Minister Moosa Zameer, this

budget allocates MVR 49.2 billion (USD 3.20 billion) to

expenditures, including MVR 35.9 billion (USD 2.34

billion) for recurrent costs and MVR 13.3 billion (USD

0.86 billion) for capital expenditures. Additionally, MVR

3.9 billion (USD 0.25 billion) is set aside for national

debt repayment. [Avas 1]

The Budget Committee, led by Fuvahmulah Central MP

Ali Fazad and vice-chaired by Eydhafushi MP Ahmed

Saleem, aims to complete its review by November 20.

In preparation, the committee will seek detailed

reports from the Maldives Monetary Authority and the

Auditor General on specific budget items from various

government entities. The Finance Ministry highlighted

that the national debt is projected to reach MVR 123.4

billion (USD 8 billion) by the end of 2024, equaling

114.1 percent of GDP.
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To manage this rising debt, the government plans to

source MVR 6.7 billion (USD 443 million) in budget

support from foreign commercial banks, with 70

percent of the MVR 9.4 billion (USD 0.61 billion) needed

expected to come from foreign loans. However,

reduced credit ratings pose challenges to securing

these funds. A significant portion of international aid

will come from India, contributing MVR 1.6 billion (USD

104.2 million), covering 72 percent of the projected

international grant support for 2025. [Avas 2]

As part of the government’s focus on housing,

President Dr. Mohamed Muizzu announced a

substantial allocation of MVR 4.8 billion (USD 312

million) for housing projects, including MVR 1 billion

(USD 65 million) designated for housing loans at a 5

percent interest rate through the Hiyaavahi Financing

Scheme. This initiative aims to support individuals with

land but lacking resources to build homes, with

applications expected to open soon on the

government gazette.

To address the budget deficit, projected at MVR 9.4

billion (USD 0.61 billion), the government has

committed to extensive cost-saving measures,

estimated to save over MVR 6 billion (USD 390 million).

Key initiatives include restructuring subsidies to

provide direct support to eligible recipients, a thorough

review of the Aasandha medical insurance program for

sustainability, and reassessment of state-funded

pensions to prevent overlap. Additionally, the Finance

Ministry will evaluate the fiscal impacts of fluctuating

global oil prices and enhance state-owned companies’

operational efficiency. [Avas 3]

The proposed budget also includes MVR 378 million

(USD 24.57 million) in capital allocations for

government companies and MVR 3.2 billion (USD 208

million) for issuing loans.

Maldives: Independent institutions

backed presidential appointments, says

rights commissioner amid opposition

concerns

(lm) Human Rights Commission of Maldives (HRCM)

member Ismail Habeeb recently defended a proposal

allowing the President to appoint leaders of

independent institutions, addressing opposition

concerns about the potential loss of institutional

autonomy. The proposed amendments to the Elections

Commission Act and Anti-Corruption Commission Act
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would grant the President authority to appoint

presidents and vice presidents to these bodies.

Opposition members argue this move could jeopardize

the independence of institutions, but Habeeb cited a

2023 paper jointly submitted by members of the Anti-

Corruption Commission (ACC), Elections Commission

(EC), HRCM, and Civil Service Commission (CSC),

advocating for this change. According to Habeeb,

independent institutions themselves requested these

amendments, aiming to align Maldivian practices with

those of "developed countries, such as the USA." [the

edition 1]

In a related development, Parliament approved the

appointment of Abdul Haseeb Ismail as a new member

of the EC. Haseeb, who previously served as the

Permanent Secretary of the Ministry of Islamic Affairs,

was the President’s sole nominee. All 67 attending

members voted unanimously in favor of his

appointment following a review by a parliamentary

committee. This appointment comes ahead of EC

President Fuad Thaufeeq’s term completion on

November 24. [The Edition 2]

Maldives: Government proposes

amendments to Political Parties Act

(lm) The Maldivian government has introduced

proposed amendments to the Political Parties Act,

aiming to adjust penalties and funding allocations for

political parties. Submitted by People's National

Congress (PNC) MP Abdul Latheef Mohamed, these

amendments target Article 49, which would raise fines

for individuals violating the Act to between MVR 30,000

(USD 1,950) and MVR 75,000 (USD 4,875) and introduce

a new provision allowing fines of MVR 100,000 (USD

6,500) to be levied on the respective political party.

Currently, the Act permits penalties only against

individuals, not parties.

Additionally, the proposal seeks to change the method

for allocating state funds to parties. Instead of

calculating funds based on a percentage of the total

annual budget (0.1 to 0.2 percent), the allocation would

now be based on a percentage of projected state

revenue.

The amendments also propose the removal of Article

10, which was added during former President Abdulla

Yameen’s administration. This article currently

prohibits members who participate in a party’s primary

elections from subsequently running in the same

election as independent candidates or with other
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parties, with the Election Commission holding the

authority to void their candidacy if they do so. [the

edition]

Maldives: Constitution amendment

proposed to start presidential term on

November 11

(lm) The Maldivian government plans to amend the

constitution to officially begin the presidential term on

November 11, aligning it with the country’s Republic

Day, Attorney General Ahmed Usham announced.

Currently, the presidential term starts on November

17, following a Supreme Court decision in 2013 that

delayed former President Abdulla Yameen’s swearing-

in due to election disputes. This shift has set

November 17 as the start date since then, although

previous leaders, including former President Ibrahim

Mohamed Solih, considered changing it back to

November 11. [the edition]

Maldives: Proposed Penal Code

amendment places burden of proof on

government employees for unexplained

wealth

(lm) A proposed amendment to the Maldivian Penal

Code aims to place the burden of proof on

government employees accused of illegal enrichment,

requiring them to demonstrate the legality of their

wealth. Submitted by MP Hussain Riza Adam, the

amendment seeks to address ambiguities in laws on

wrongful enrichment penalties, clarifying that

employees must prove their assets are lawfully

acquired.

Currently, Article 515(a.3) stipulates that substantial

evidence must indicate funds, goods, or lifestyles were

acquired through criminal means for an enrichment

charge. Under the new proposal, any government

employee unable to verify lawful means for their

wealth could face penalties, shifting the burden of

proof to the accused.

The amendment also broadens the definition of "State

employee" to include both current and former holders

of government positions. Riza noted this change would

encourage employees to keep detailed records of their

assets to demonstrate compliance. [the edition]
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Maldives: People’s National Congress

postpones internal elections to November

23

(lm) The People’s National Congress (PNC) has

postponed its internal elections, initially scheduled for

October 19, and later rescheduled to November 9. The

new date is now set for November 23. The party stated

that the delay was due to requests from several

candidates, as many voters are expected to be away

for the public holiday on November 10, declared by

President Muizzu for Republic Day.

The elections will determine various key positions

within the party, including constituency presidents,

youth and women’s activities island presidents, and

steering committee members. The updated voters' and

candidates' lists will be published on November 10.

[the edition]

Maldives: Government cuts 248 political

appointees to reduce expenses

(mt) In a cost-cutting move, the Maldives government

has dismissed 248 political appointees across various

ministries. This action aligns with President Muizzu's

earlier directive, announced on September 15, to

remove 228 political appointees within 15 days—a

target that has now been exceeded.

These cuts include seven state ministers, 43 deputy

ministers, 109 senior political directors, and 69 political

directors. Although the government did not provide

specific details about the individuals dismissed, the

move is expected to save MVR 5.7 million (USD

370,500) per month. Additionally, the government is

set to introduce a performance monitoring system for

political appointees to improve accountability and

efficiency.

The decision follows previous efforts initiated about

four months ago, where some appointees were let go

based on performance, while others faced potential

transfers to state-owned enterprises. The salaries of

political appointees account for approximately one

percent of the government’s total budget, totaling

around MVR 120 million (USD 7.8 million) annually, or

about MVR 10 million (USD 650,000) per month. Initial

reports indicated that the number of political

appointees exceeded 1,200. [The Edition]
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Maldives: High Court rules political

appointees cannot advocate against state

(mt) The Maldives High Court has ruled that political

appointees cannot represent clients in legal matters

that oppose state interests. The decision came in the

case of Deputy Minister of Climate Change,

Environment, and Energy, Mohamed Rageeb Ahmed,

who was defending an individual accused of sexually

assaulting a minor. Prosecutors argued that his role as

a deputy minister presented a conflict of interest, as he

was acting against the state’s position.

During the hearing, representatives from the Attorney

General’s Office emphasized that political appointees

are expected to prioritize state interests and that

advocating against the government while holding office

conflicts with their responsibilities. Rageeb argued that

his political role should not interfere with his right to

represent clients, but the High Court’s three-judge

panel ruled unanimously against him, stating that his

position as a deputy minister bars him from taking on

cases against the state.

Rageeb, who previously served as Chief Magistrate of

Kaafu atoll Judicial Constituency, resigned in 2019 after

a Judicial Service Commission recommendation for his

removal and later joined the legal team of the

Progressive Party of Maldives. [The Edition]

Maldives: Civil Court dismisses Yameen’s

petition on "India Out" decree after legal

team no-show

(lm) The Maldives Civil Court has dismissed former

President Abdulla Yameen's petition challenging a

2022 presidential decree that restricted the "India Out"

campaign, which he led in opposition to India’s

influence in the Maldives. The dismissal occurred after

Yameen’s legal team failed to attend the hearing

without explanation.

The "India Out" campaign faced significant pushback

from then-President Ibrahim Mohamed Solih, who

issued a decree authorizing the removal of campaign

banners, including those displayed at Yameen’s

residence. Yameen's petition, filed in September 2022,

claimed the presidential order was unconstitutional.

Although the High Court had earlier ruled that police

removal of banners was illegal, the Civil Court’s recent

decision closes Yameen’s case due to his team’s

absence in court. [the edition]
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Maldives: State appeals to Supreme Court

to reinstate death sentence in high-profile

murder case

(lm) The Maldivian state has appealed to the Supreme

Court to uphold a 2012 death sentence for a defendant

convicted of murdering a man in Male’ using a sharp

object. A critical element in the conviction was a

statement made by the victim as he lay dying, marking

a first in Maldivian legal history for the acceptance of

such evidence.

In the appeal, the State argued there is sufficient proof

of intent in the case, urging the court to affirm the High

Court's sentence. The presiding bench of Supreme

Court judges has scheduled a defense hearing next.

At the time of the offense, the defendant was out on

temporary release from custody, where he was already

serving a life sentence for an earlier murder. Following

this incident, he fled but was later apprehended on an

uninhabited island. [the edition]

Maldives: Court orders Fenaka

Corporation to pay USD 864,500 in

supplier dispute

(lm) The Maldivian Civil Court has ruled that Fenaka

Corporation must pay MVR 13.3 million (approximately

USD 864,500) to Island Engineering Services and

Supplies Pvt Ltd for goods provided. The private

company initially filed a lawsuit demanding MVR 15

million (USD 975,000), including GST, and an additional

MVR 16 million (USD 1.04 million) for legal costs,

totaling MVR 31 million (USD 2.02 million). Fenaka,

however, agreed to pay MVR 13.3 million (USD

864,500), which the court ordered to be settled within

seven months.

Fenaka Corporation, currently burdened with MVR 4

billion (USD 260 million) in debts, is facing multiple

lawsuits. The court has ordered the withholding of

funds from Fenaka’s accounts for certain cases, further

reflecting the financial strain on the state-owned utility

company. [the edition]

Maldives: Media council president

reinstated at PSM after brief dismissal
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(mt/lm) Ahmed Mustafa, president of the Maldives

Media Council (MMC), was reinstated at Public Service

Media (PSM) just a day after his dismissal. Deputy

Managing Director Abdulla Yameen confirmed that

Mustafa’s position in PSM’s news operations was

restored following his request to the board to review

the decision.

The reasons behind Mustafa's initial dismissal were not

officially disclosed. However, social media discussions

suggest that controversy arose from PSM’s live

broadcast of an investigative documentary titled

Skeelan, which was produced by Adhadhu and

awarded by the MMC for investigative journalism. The

documentary, aired during last year’s presidential

campaign, contained allegations against President

Mohamed Muizzu by his stepmother. While the

accusations were denied by both President Muizzu and

First Lady Sajidha Mohamed, PSM later criticized

MMC’s decision to air the content, claiming it breached

PSM’s editorial standards.

PSM issued a statement expressing concerns that

MMC’s live broadcast of the documentary at the award

ceremony may have been intentional and contrary to

PSM’s editorial policies, stating that MMC should have

ensured compliance with these standards. [The

Edition]

Maldives: Public Accounts Committee to

request police probe into USD 2.86 million

payment to ex-MP’s construction firm

(lm) The Maldivian Parliament’s Public Accounts

Committee has decided to file a police complaint for a

criminal investigation into the awarding of MVR 44

million (USD 2.86 million) to North Coast Construction,

a company owned by former MP Ali Hameed. The

funds were part of a MVR 61 million (USD 3.96 million)

project commissioned by Aasandha in 2016 for a

hospital building. The project, however, was postponed

due to budget constraints in 2017 before any

construction began, yet North Coast Construction

claimed damages and secured a settlement payment

of MVR 44 million last year, along with a new project.

At the committee meeting, members highlighted the

lack of evidence showing any materials ordered for the

original project, suggesting it may have been a scheme

to obtain public funds. Deputy Speaker Ahmed Nazim

raised concerns over the discrepancy, noting that

North Coast’s projected losses were at most MVR 18

million (USD 1.17 million), while the company received
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MVR 44 million with no visible progress on the new

project.

Originally a Jumhooree Party MP, Hameed later joined

the Maldivian Democratic Party (MDP) and moved to

the People’s National Congress (PNC) last December.

[the edition]

Maldives: Fayyaz Ismail urges probe into

police station project over alleged

mismanagement

(lm) Former Economic Minister Fayyaz Ismail has urged

a full investigation into the mismanagement of funds

allocated for building police stations across the

Maldives, rather than making “unfounded allegations.”

His response was directed at Minister of Homeland

Security and Technology, Ali Ihusan, who recently

claimed in Parliament that Indira Project Joint Venture,

an Indian company awarded the USD 3.6 million

contract, has since acquired shares in the Maldivian

company BIG, which is partially owned by the former

Presidential Communication Head.

According to economic ministry records, Indira

purchased shares in BIG in November of the previous

year. Addressing Ihusan’s remarks, Fayyaz, who is also

chairman of the opposition Maldivian Democratic Party

(MDP), refuted the allegations, saying Ihusan had

overseen investigative agencies for nearly a year

without acting on these issues. Fayyaz has formally

requested the Anti-Corruption Commission (ACC) and

the police to investigate the matter, pledging full

cooperation and accountability.

The original agreement with Indira, signed during

former President Ibrahim Mohamed Solih’s

administration, involved a USD 41 million contract for

constructing police stations across 61 islands, with USD

3.6 million paid as an advance. Ihusan claimed,

however, that the government has been unable to

trace the company or confirm how the funds were

used. [the edition]

Maldives: Man sentenced to 20 years for

child sexual abuse

(lm) The Criminal Court of the Maldives has sentenced

a man to 20 years in prison following his conviction for

sexually abusing a child within his family. The court

ruled that the evidence presented by the state
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substantiated the man’s guilt beyond reasonable

doubt. The case, initiated in 2018, concluded with the

sentence under the Special Provisions Act to Deal with

Child Sexual Abuse, which mandates a 20-25 year

sentence for familial child sexual abuse. No further

details were disclosed to protect the child’s identity.

[the edition]

Maldives: Government moves to establish

tobacco-free generation, raises taxes on

tourism and tobacco

The Maldivian government is stepping up its public

health initiatives with proposed amendments to the

Tobacco Control Act aimed at creating a tobacco-free

generation. In a recent parliamentary session with the

Committee on Social Affairs, representatives from the

Health Ministry, Health Protection Agency (HPA), and

police officials discussed measures to limit tobacco

sales for future generations. ADK Hospital's Managing

Director Ahmed Afaal, an advocate for the initiative,

recommended policies similar to those in New Zealand

and Singapore that prohibit selling tobacco products to

individuals born after a specific year. Afaal highlighted

the economic strain caused by smoking-related

healthcare costs, which amount to MVR 2 billion (USD

130 million) annually, compared to the MVR 1.8 billion

(USD 117 million) value of the tobacco industry in the

Maldives.

Additional proposed measures include raising tobacco

taxes, banning e-cigarettes, and implementing fines for

tobacco violations akin to traffic tickets. HPA Deputy

Director General Hassan Mohamed emphasized the

need for improved enforcement, while Assistant

Commissioner of Police Abdulla Shareef called

attention to recent incidents involving minors and

vaping. From November 15, the Maldives will ban vape

imports, with usage restrictions taking effect

December 15, alongside an increase in tobacco duties.

[the edition 1]

In line with these public health efforts, the People’s

Majlis has approved significant tax reforms. The

tourism goods and services tax (TGST) will increase

from 16 percent to 17 percent in July 2025, and the

Green Tax for tourists in resorts, guesthouses, and

safari vessels will double from USD 6 to USD 12 per

person per day, starting January 2025. New airport

departure fees will also apply, with economy-class

passengers facing a USD 50 charge. These tax

increases, including a 50 percent hike in tobacco duties

and a new import duty on vaping products, are
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expected to generate an additional MVR 200 million for

the state. [Raajje 1] [Raajje 2] [The Edition 2]

Maldives: Preparations started to

introduce digital currency for economic

growth

(lm) The Maldivian government has initiated steps to

introduce a digital currency, as part of a broader aim to

boost the digital economy's contribution to 15 percent

of the country's GDP by 2030. President Muizzu

announced the initiative at a Maldives National

University graduation ceremony, outlining his vision for

establishing digital currency regulations that meet

international standards.

President Muizzu has directed the Maldives Monetary

Authority (MMA) Governor Ahmed Munawwar to begin

legislative efforts for introducing digital and

cryptocurrency options within the Maldives. The move,

according to Muizzu, will open economic opportunities

for recent graduates and creative professionals and

position the Maldives as a leader in digital and artificial

intelligence advancements.

MMA Governor Munawwar noted earlier that his team

is focusing on developing a stable, secure digital

currency tailored to meet the nation’s needs and

promote economic stability. [the edition]

Maldives: Government to strengthen laws

against online gambling

(mt) Attorney General Ahmed Usham has announced

plans to amend legislation to combat online gambling,

addressing its increasing prevalence through websites

and apps. Since July, under President Dr. Mohamed

Muizzu's administration, the government has

intensified efforts to block gambling sites, with support

from the Communications Authority of Maldives (CAM).

Despite being prohibited in Islam, online gambling

remains common, with promotional activity frequently

appearing on social media. Specific measures of the

crackdown have not been disclosed. [Avas]

Maldives: Hiyaavahi Financing Scheme

Overview
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(mt) Minister of Housing, Land and Urban

Development, Dr. Ali Haidar Ahmed, announced the

Hiyaavahi Financing Scheme to provide housing

solutions for those in need. This scheme will be

detailed in the government gazette soon and aims to

address housing shortages with a budget allocation of

MVR 4.8 billion (USD 312 million) for next year,

including MVR 1 billion (USD 65 million) for loans.

The scheme offers loans at a five percent service

charge, divided into three categories: MVR 1 million

(USD 65,000) for all islands, MVR 3 million (USD

195,000) for urban areas, and MVR 6 million (USD

390,000) for the Male' region. Repayment is set over 25

years.

No equity is required for the island loans, while urban

loans require five percent equity and Male' loans

require ten percent. Additionally, priority will be given

to those in Male' merging small plots for construction,

with up to MVR 10 million (USD 650,000) available for

such projects. [The Edition]

Maldives: USD 1.04 million in unpaid

fishermen's dues to be paid soon

(lm) Maldives’ Fisheries and Ocean Resources Minister,

Ahmed Shiyam, has announced that MVR 16 million

(approximately USD 1.04 million) in unpaid dues owed

to fishermen will be cleared soon. During a

parliamentary session, Minister Shiyam explained that

the Ministry of Finance is currently transferring funds

to the Maldives Industrial Fisheries Company Ltd

(MIFCO), enabling payments to be processed for the

fishermen by the next day.

Minister Shiyam assured that the backlog would be

resolved, including any remaining payments for

weighed catches. President Dr. Mohamed Muizzu has

committed to ensuring fishermen receive payment

within 48 hours of weighing their catch, a timeline the

administration aims to achieve once these existing

payment delays are addressed.

The current government inherited substantial unpaid

dues to fishermen from the previous administration,

and recent months have seen recurring protests from

fishermen over these delays. Last month, fishermen

blocked a Fisheries Ministry delegation visiting Gaafu

Alifu atoll Dhevvadhoo and Gaafu Dhaalu atoll

Dhaandhoo to discuss loan provisions for onboard fish

cooling plants. [the edition]
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Maldives: Special Coast Guard unit

launched for high-stakes marine

operations

(lm) President Mohamed Muizzu recently inaugurated

the Special Boat Squadron (SBS), a new elite unit within

the Maldives Coast Guard, during a ceremony at

Republic Square. Designed for rapid-response in

critical maritime incidents, the SBS is equipped with

advanced training to handle underwater explosions,

piracy, armed robbery, terrorism, drug trafficking, and

illegal fishing, among other threats. [the edition]

Nepal: Cooperative fraud cases lead to

arrests, protests, and government action

(lm) The Kathmandu District Court has issued arrest

warrants for 24 individuals, including Gitendra Babu

(GB) Rai, head of Gorkha Media Network, in connection

with the alleged embezzlement of NPR 2.65 billion

(USD 19.6 million) from the Swarnalakshmi

Multipurpose Cooperative. Rai and other key officials

are accused of misappropriating NPR 1.11 billion (USD

8.2 million) from funds collected from 6,669

cooperative members. The arrest warrants follow

complaints from 645 depositors and a

recommendation by a Parliamentary Special

Investigation Committee, which cited severe financial

misconduct. Among those implicated are the

cooperative’s vice-chair, treasurer, secretary, and joint

secretary. [The Kathmandu Post 1]

A related case has drawn heightened public attention

and protest, centering on Rabi Lamichhane, former

Deputy Prime Minister and chair of the Rastriya

Swatantra Party (RSP). Lamichhane, detained since

October 18, faces accusations of redirecting

cooperative funds to Gorkha Media Network during his

tenure as managing director. His arrest has sparked a

wave of protests, with RSP supporters rallying across

the country for his release. During a demonstration on

October 29 in Baluwatar, police detained several RSP

members, including lawmaker Ashok Kumar

Chaudhary. [The Kathmandu Post 2]

Lamichhane’s legal troubles extend to a related case

with the Supreme Savings and Credit Cooperative,

where NPR 19.6 million (USD 147,000) was allegedly

transferred in his name, and NPR 142.9 million (USD

1.07 million) funneled to Gorkha Media Network. With

an estimated NPR 780 million (USD 5.85 million) of the

NPR 1.07 billion (USD 8 million) from over 10,000

account holders misused, the Rupandehi District Court
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has also sanctioned Lamichhane’s arrest, along with 12

additional suspects. [The Kathmandu Post 3]

On November 5, tensions escalated in Pokhara as RSP

supporters clashed with police while attempting to

breach restricted areas near Ratna Chowk. The crowd

had gathered to support Lamichhane, who was

appearing before the Kaski District Court for a remand

extension. Police deployed tear gas and detained

seven protesters to manage the situation.

Lamichhane’s court appearance, alongside former

Deputy Inspector General Chhabilal Joshi, involved

charges linked to a cooperative fraud case concerning

an unauthorized NPR 30 million (USD 222,000)

transfer. With further investigations anticipated,

authorities plan to transfer Lamichhane to Butwal for

continued inquiries. [The Kathmandu Post 4] [The

Kathmandu Post 5]

Amid the fallout from these high-profile fraud cases,

the government has initiated reimbursements to

cooperative members impacted by financial losses.

Through the Problematic Cooperatives Management

Committee, the government has disbursed over NPR

1.51 billion (USD 11.17 million), with depositors holding

accounts under NPR 100,000 (USD 740) fully

reimbursed. Approximately 438 larger depositors

remain pending, yet the National Campaign for

Protection of Cooperative Depositors claims no funds

have been distributed, warning of additional protests if

payments are not made by November 20.

To facilitate reimbursements, the government plans to

auction confiscated cooperative assets and is drafting

amendments to improve cooperative regulations.

Future measures may include using cooperative

operators’ properties as collateral to repay small

depositors up to NPR 500,000 (USD 3,700), though

budget allocations are still pending. The combined

actions by the court and government reflect escalating

efforts to address widespread financial losses incurred

by cooperative members. [The Kathmandu Post 6]

Nepal: Maoist Centre plans revival

strategy as opposition as prime minister

faces challenges in coalition

(lm) Since being ousted from the government in July,

the Communist Party of Nepal (Maoist Centre), Nepal’s

third-largest party in the House of Representatives, is

recalibrating its approach as an opposition force. The

party recently organized a rally in Kathmandu on

October 26 to mark the 100th day of the new KP

Sharma Oli-led government, signaling its intention to
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hold the administration accountable. However, the

Maoist Centre has announced it will delay major moves

until after the December 1 local-level by-elections, with

a central committee meeting planned afterward to

strategize its revival.

Leaders of the Maoist Centre are focused on rallying

public support by addressing issues they argue have

been mishandled by the Oli government, including

alleged corruption and economic mismanagement.

Part of the revival strategy includes reactivating the

Socialist Front, an alliance of smaller socialist-leaning

parties that had become dormant due to internal

struggles within member parties. The Maoist Centre

also aims to reunite with factions that split from the

original Maoist party to strengthen its base and

reinvigorate its pro-people platform. [The Kathmandu

Post]

Meanwhile, Prime Minister KP Sharma Oli, known for

his assertive leadership, has encountered several

setbacks in his first 100 days in office, reflecting the

complexities of leading a coalition government. Oli’s

attempts to remove Deputy Speaker Indira Rana Magar

and replace her with a Nepali Congress lawmaker to

solidify ties with his coalition partner met resistance.

His efforts to introduce an ordinance amending the

Political Parties Act, aimed at facilitating party splits to

increase his Communist Party of Nepal (Unified

Marxist–Leninist) (CPN-UML)’s influence, also faced

pushback from the Nepali Congress, limiting his ability

to implement key strategies.

Political analysts suggest Oli and Nepali Congress

leader Sher Bahadur Deuba may have struck a

compromise involving the arrest of Rastriya Swatantra

Party (RSP) leader Rabi Lamichhane. However, Nepali

Congress’s lack of support for Oli’s ordinance

proposals has diminished his political leverage,

underscoring the balancing act required in coalition

politics.

Within his own party, Oli has faced criticism over

accepting a donation from businessman Min Bahadur

Gurung for the CPN-UML’s new party office, a move

that stirred discontent among members and led to a

Supreme Court order barring the use of Gurung’s land

for construction. Prominent CPN-UML leaders, such as

Bhim Rawal and Gokul Baskota, voiced concerns,

highlighting potential fractures within the party. [The

Kathmandu Post]

Nepal: Local leaders call for

decentralization and fiscal empowerment
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under federalism

(rs) In recent provincial discussions hosted by the

Federalism and Localisation Centre, local leaders

highlighted the ongoing challenges and opportunities

within Nepal’s federal structure. Key leaders, including

mayors from major cities like Biratnagar, Pokhara, and

Janakpur, expressed concerns over restricted local

autonomy, citing instances where local governments

face resistance in exercising control over key services

like education and healthcare. They urged federal

support for essential sectors and better

intergovernmental coordination.

Pokhara’s Mayor Dhana Raj Acharya emphasized the

need for local governments to be seen as fully

empowered entities, not mere extensions of federal

authority. Echoing this, other leaders, such as Krishna

Bahadur Thapaliya and Dan Bahadur Gurung, warned

that deviations from federalism’s original principles

could undermine its sustainability, calling for strong

intergovernmental cooperation to empower local

governance effectively.

Budgetary constraints and centralized control remain a

widespread issue, with local leaders like Dilip Kumar

Rai from Pathari Shanishchare Municipality

highlighting the need for budgeting that reflects

population and needs. Biratnagar Mayor Nagesh

Koirala argued that effective federalism relies on the

provinces, which serve as vital governance pillars,

advocating long-term developmental strategies aligned

with local priorities.

Leaders also emphasized fiscal autonomy and the

need for localized tax bases to support sustainable

governance. In Hetauda, Mayor Meena Kumari Lama

underscored the challenges of broadening the local tax

base amid governance conflicts. Meanwhile, leaders in

underdeveloped regions, such as Jajarkot, expressed

frustration over inadequate federal allocations, limiting

critical infrastructure development. [The Kathmandu

Post]

Nepal: Supreme Court halts UML-Gurung

land donation deal, citing legal concerns

(lm) The Supreme Court of Nepal has issued an interim

order preventing the ruling Communist Party of Nepal

(Unified Marxist–Leninist) (CPN-UML) party from

constructing buildings on land donated by

businessman Min Bahadur Gurung. Justice Sunil Kumar

Pokharel's single bench ruled that the land transfer

and associated financial support breached sections
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38(3), 38(5), and 38(6) of the Political Party Act-2017,

which mandates transparency for donations above

NPR 25,000 (USD 185), prohibits donations for political

favor, and requires transparent financial sources.

The controversy intensified as Prime Minister KP

Sharma Oli and CPN-UML leaders laid the foundation

for their headquarters on the donated 10 ropani and

14 ana (0.55 hectares) in Kirtipur earlier in October.

[The Kathmandu Post]

Gurung, owner of Bhatbhateni supermarket, faces

legal scrutiny over his involvement in the Lalita Niwas

land grab case. In this high-profile scandal,

government land in the Lalita Niwas area was illegally

transferred to private entities through forged

documentation, implicating several prominent

individuals, including Gurung, who faced charges of

forgery and corruption.

Nepal: Supreme Court issues show cause

order in escalating NRNA dispute

(lm) The Supreme Court of Nepal has issued a show

cause order against the government and the Non-

Resident Nepali Association (NRNA), demanding

clarification within two weeks amidst ongoing

leadership disputes in the association. This response

follows a writ petition by former NRNA vice-president

Rajendra Kumar (RK) Sharma, challenging the

organization’s contested leadership structure.

The dispute began with claims of election irregularities

in October 2023, leading to multiple parallel leadership

structures within the NRNA. The association's 10th

convention in 2022 attempted to resolve tensions by

appointing rotating chairpersons. However, this

structure was invalidated by a Supreme Court division

bench in April 2024, which mandated a unity

convention.

Despite subsequent court orders permitting a KC-led

committee to function, ongoing conflicts and political

alignments—KC with the ruling CPN-UML and Sharma

with the opposition CPN (Maoist Centre)—have

deepened divisions within the NRNA. Prime Minister

KP Sharma Oli recently urged NRNA leaders to

maintain unity and avoid government interference for

the organization’s stability and reputation. [The

Kathmandu Post]
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Nepal: Supreme Court halts removal of

foreign employment board executive

director

(lm) The Supreme Court of Nepal has issued an interim

order blocking the Ministry of Labour, Employment,

and Social Security from removing Dwarika Prasad

Uprety from his role as executive director of the

Foreign Employment Board. Justice Bal Krishna Dhakal

ruled that Uprety’s dismissal prior to the conclusion of

an official explanation period may violate his rights, as

his tenure was protected under the Foreign

Employment Act, 1985.

Uprety, who was appointed to a four-year term by the

Council of Ministers in August 2022, received a notice

from the ministry on October 22, giving him three days

to respond. The court’s order mandates that Uprety

remain in his position until a final decision is made on

the petition, blocking the implementation of the

ministry's dismissal action. [The Kathmandu Post]

Nepal: Special Court acquits suspended

chief secretary and others in corruption

case

(lm) The Special Court in Nepal has acquitted

suspended Chief Secretary Baikuntha Aryal and nine

other defendants in a high-profile corruption case

involving excise duty sticker procurement. Initially, the

Commission for Investigation of Abuse of Authority

(CIAA) had filed a case amounting to NPR 386.7 million

(USD 2.86 million) against Aryal, a company, and other

officials, alleging irregularities in the handling of excise

duty stickers.

While Aryal and others, including senior government

officials, were acquitted, the court convicted former

Executive Director Bikal Paudel and Director Safal

Shrestha. Aryal, who was suspended and reassigned to

a specially created position at the National Planning

Commission, may now return to his role if the decision

stands. However, the CIAA retains the option to appeal

the verdict at the Supreme Court. [The Kathmandu

Post]

Nepal: Anti-graft agency chief seeks

expanded powers and government

support to tackle corruption
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(lm) In a recent parliamentary committee meeting, the

head of Nepal’s Commission for the Investigation of

Abuse of Authority (CIAA), Prem Kumar Rai,

emphasized the agency’s need for greater authority

and collaborative support from other government

bodies to effectively combat corruption. Speaking to

the State Affairs Committee of the House of

Representatives, Rai highlighted that pervasive

corruption persists across local and national levels,

attributing enforcement failures partly to interference

from civil servant trade unions and political pressures.

The CIAA proposed amendments to the CIAA Act to

allow it to investigate corruption in the private sector,

but many political parties opposed the idea. Rai

criticized government inaction, pointing out that fewer

than 100 civil servants have faced disciplinary actions

since the Civil Service Act of 1993 came into effect. He

noted that department heads often avoid pursuing

corruption cases due to union backlash and possible

retribution.

During the session, lawmakers voiced additional

concerns about high-profile corruption cases, including

the recent arrest of Rastriya Swatantra Party leader

Rabi Lamichhane over alleged fraud and money

laundering, which has prompted ongoing protests

from his supporters. Lawmakers from various parties

expressed differing views on Lamichhane's

detainment, with some RSP members advocating for

his release, while others underscored the need to

respect legal procedures.

The meeting also raised questions about recent

controversies involving political parties accepting gifts

from business figures, notably CPN-UML’s acceptance

of land from a businessman, which lawmakers

criticized as unethical. Calls were made for

transparency in these transactions and for

investigations into prior corruption cases involving

high-profile entities, such as Yeti Group and Omni

Group’s pandemic-related procurements. Home

Minister Ramesh Lekhak assured that corruption

investigations would be unbiased and would proceed

regardless of political affiliation. [The Kathmandu Post]

Nepal: Man arrested on fraud charges

over job promises

(lm) A 32-year-old man from Kailali has been arrested

for allegedly defrauding a Darchula resident by

promising a job in the Armed Police Force in exchange

for NPR 535,700 (USD 3,964). Police have detained the
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suspect as part of an ongoing investigation into the

allegations. [The Kathmandu Post]

Nepal: Health Minister announces free

programs while agencies struggle for

funding

(ad) Despite recent announcements by Health Minister

Pradip Paudel of free healthcare programs—including

cancer treatment for children under 14, care for

injured female soccer players, and burn victim

treatment—health agencies report struggling to secure

even small amounts for essential programs. The Health

Ministry recently sought NPR 700,000 (USD 5,180) from

UNICEF for mental health screening training for health

workers serving children and adolescents, highlighting

severe budget constraints.

Officials have criticized the disconnect between the

minister's ambitious plans and the financial reality

within Nepal’s healthcare system. Currently, essential

health programs, like maternal and perinatal death

surveillance, are delayed due to limited funding, and

many health facilities lack resources for basic care.

The forthcoming mental health training, supported by

UNICEF, aims to train 150 health workers across

primary healthcare centers, improving access to

mental health care for children in rural areas. The

National Mental Health Survey Nepal-2020 shows that

5.2 percent of adolescents face mental health

disorders, with significant rates of depression and

suicidality. Experts warn the true prevalence may be

higher due to stigma and limited reporting. [The

Kathmandu Post]

Nepal: Calls for public hearings as

transitional justice committee finalizes

selection process

(rs) Nepal’s committee, tasked with appointing leaders

to the Truth and Reconciliation Commission and the

Commission of Investigation on Enforced Disappeared

Persons, has finalized its selection procedures amidst

strong advocacy from victims and human rights groups

for mandatory public hearings. The committee, led by

former Chief Justice Om Prakash Mishra, recently

unveiled its working guidelines, allowing candidates to

apply directly, be nominated by organizations, or be

selected directly by the committee to encourage

diverse participation. However, while the procedure
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includes candidate presentations and public feedback,

it lacks specific provisions for public hearings, a

measure strongly advocated by groups like the

Accountability Watch Committee.

Human rights advocates argue that public hearings

would enhance transparency and ensure appointees

possess essential human rights and conflict

management experience. They also stress the

importance of selecting candidates unconnected to

conflicting parties. As per the amended Enforced

Disappeared Enquiry, Truth, and Reconciliation

Commission Act, commission chairpersons must meet

Supreme Court justice qualifications, and members

must meet high court judge standards.

The committee will finalize its procedures after the

Tihar holidays, then open a week-long application

period. Once applications are reviewed, a shortlist of

three nominees per position will be published, with

candidates required to present their vision to a select

panel of experts and stakeholders.

After two years of inactivity, the commissions—inactive

since July 2022 due to pending legislative amendments

—now have a four-year mandate to address over

66,000 cases related to conflict-era abuses, with

further term extensions possible if needed.

Reconstituted in October 2024, the committee includes

figures from varied backgrounds, such as former

ambassador Arjun Karki and NHRC commissioner

Manoj Dawadi. [The Kathmandu Post 1] [The

Kathmandu Post 2]

Nepal: Suresh Acharya recommended for

Chief Information Commissioner

(lm) A selection committee led by Speaker Devraj

Ghimire has recommended Suresh Acharya for the

position of Chief Information Commissioner at the

National Information Commission. Gagan Bista and

Durga Bhandari have been suggested as

commissioners. The committee, which includes the

Minister for Communications and Information

Technology and the Federation of Nepali Journalists'

chair, finalized these recommendations and submitted

them to the Ministry of Communications. The Council

of Ministers will make the final appointments. [The

Kathmandu Post]
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Nepal: Government signs agreement with

Ruby Khan's group after 82-day protest

(lm) The Nepal government reached a three-point

agreement with human rights activists led by Ruby

Khan on on October 29, leading to a suspension of the

group’s 82-day protest. Organized under the Mahila

Adhikar Manch, Khan and her group have long

demanded justice for Nirmala Kurmi, who disappeared

under suspicious circumstances in 2010. As part of the

agreement, the Ministry of Home Affairs committed to

expediting the investigation into Kurmi’s abduction,

unlawful confinement, and murder, instructing the

Banke District Police Office to prioritize the case and, if

necessary, reassign former investigators to support

ongoing inquiries.

Despite this agreement, Khan expressed skepticism

regarding the government's commitment to fully

implementing it, citing a history of unfulfilled promises.

This marks the fifth agreement between the

government and Khan’s group in three years, with

none yet resulting in the prosecution of Kurmi’s main

suspect, Nepali Congress leader Badshah Kurmi.

Kurmi, who stepped down as Lumbini province’s forest

and environment minister in September, is accused of

orchestrating Nirmala Kurmi’s disappearance and

illegally seizing her property. However, police have yet

to act on arrest orders, in part due to Kurmi’s

significant influence as a ruling party leader and

former Constituent Assembly member.

The agreement also includes provisions to ensure the

security of the protesters and their families, with

explicit instructions to Nepal Police Headquarters and

the Banke District Administration Office. Government

representatives signed the document in the presence

of former National Human Rights Commission

member Mohana Ansari and other notable witnesses.

Khan’s group initially launched their campaign in 2021,

marching over 500 kilometers from Nepalgunj to

Kathmandu to highlight unresolved cases of murder

and disappearance. [The Kathmandu Post 1] [The

Kathmandu Post 2]

Nepal: Over 450 flood-hit families in

Saptari without relief due to

administrative deadlock

(lm) Relief efforts for 458 flood-affected families in

Saptari’s Tilathi Koiladi Rural Municipality-5 stalled due

to administrative issues, leaving many without

promised aid. Despite a UNICEF fund of NPR 6.87
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million (USD 51,000) allocated to provide NPR 15,000

(USD 111) per family, the funds were returned after

disputes over the number of beneficiaries.

Tilathi Koiladi-5, frequently impacted by flooding from

the Koshi River, suffered significantly from continuous

rain from September 25-28. While UNICEF identified

458 families for immediate assistance, local officials

insisted that all 1,470 affected households be covered,

creating a deadlock that prevented the distribution.

Residents have expressed frustration with the

situation, accusing local authorities of poor

management and leaving them unsupported during a

critical time. [The Kathmandu Post]

Nepal: Missing student found dead near

Narayani Riverbank

(rs) A 19-year-old student, missing for three days after

a school picnic, was found dead near the Narayani

Riverbank in Nawalpur on October 31. A fisherman

discovered the body and notified authorities, who then

transported it to a local hospital for a post-mortem

examination. [The Rising Nepal]

Nepal: Standoff over industrial energy

bills continues as government and NEA

differ on power cuts

(lm) Nepal’s ongoing dispute over unpaid energy bills

has intensified, with the Nepal Electricity Authority

(NEA) and industrialists remaining at odds and

government intervention failing to resolve the issue.

Following an October 10 ultimatum, the NEA cut power

to 34 industrial firms on October 24 for unpaid bills on

dedicated feeders and trunk lines, sparking tension

with the government. Despite Minister for Energy

Dipak Khadka advising the NEA to delay disconnections

for further discussion, NEA chief Kulman Ghising

proceeded, citing a lack of written government

directives.

The affected industrialists, who owe around NPR 8.25

billion (USD 61 million), met Prime Minister KP Sharma

Oli on October 27 to argue the NEA’s actions breached

the Cabinet’s directive to follow recommendations

from the Electricity Tariff Dispute Resolution

Commission, which had initially recommended

adjusting dues based on Time of Day (TOD) meter

data. Some firms have since paid partial dues, while
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others demand clearer billing evidence. The NEA, for

its part, asserts it provided detailed billing records to

the parliamentary Public Accounts Committee (PAC).

The dispute has also become politicized, with leaders

from the main opposition Maoist Centre and senior

Nepali Congress leader Shekhar Koirala supporting

Ghising’s stance that industrial dues are critical for the

economy. The standoff follows a history of unresolved

tension between the NEA and government officials,

exacerbated in August when the NEA initially cut power

to defaulting firms despite government pushback.

The matter remains unresolved as industrialists resist

payments without further proof from the NEA, while

the NEA maintains that regulatory policies limit its

ability to offer billing concessions. [The Kathmandu

Post]

Nepal: Foreign investment pledges reach

USD 121.36 million

(lm) Foreign investment commitments in Nepal have

reached NPR 16.4 billion (USD 121.36 million) in the

first quarter of the current fiscal year, with NPR 3.45

billion (USD 25.51 million) pledged during September

and October, according to the Department of Industry.

Tourism attracted the largest share of pledges at 64

percent, followed by services at 24 percent,

manufacturing at seven percent, agriculture at four

percent, and information technology at one percent.

Out of the total pledges, NPR 1 billion (USD 7.4 million)

was secured via an automatic approval route

introduced after the Third Nepal Investment Summit,

covering 73 industries, while NPR 15.4 billion (USD

113.96 million) was through the approval route for 131

industries.

Despite receiving NPR 61.9 billion (USD 457.06 million)

in investment pledges last fiscal year, actual foreign

investment totaled only NPR 8.4 billion (USD 62.16

million), as reported by Nepal Rastra Bank. [The

Kathmandu Post]

Nepal: Nepal Oil Corporation cuts diesel

and kerosene prices

(lm) Nepal Oil Corporation has reduced the prices of

diesel and kerosene by NPR 1 (USD 0.0074) per liter.

Following the adjustment, diesel and kerosene will cost

NPR 150 (USD 1.11) per liter in Kathmandu, Pokhara,
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and Dipayal, while prices in other regions vary slightly.

The automatic fuel price mechanism allows price

adjustments based on rates from the Indian Oil

Corporation, Nepal's sole supplier. Prices for petrol, LP

gas, and aviation fuel remain unchanged. [The

Kathmandu Post]

Nepal: Babai River bridge project delayed

with only 70 percent completion in seven

years

(lm) The construction of a bridge over the Babai River

in Kalimati Rural Municipality-7 has faced prolonged

delays, with only 70 percent of work completed since

its initiation in 2017. Initially contracted for completion

within three years, the project has now spanned seven

years, impeded by issues such as contractor inaction

and monsoon-related challenges.

The federal government allocated NPR 450 million

(USD 3.33 million) for the bridge, dedicating NPR 160

million (USD 1.18 million) specifically to its

construction. Despite several deadline extensions, only

one of the bridge’s three spans is complete, and the

water levels during monsoon season have further

delayed progress. The current contractor resumed

work under community pressure but still struggles to

meet the objectives.[The Kathmandu Post]

Nepal: National Security Council

evaluates Middle East conflict’s

implications for Nepalis abroad

(lm) Nepal’s National Security Council recently

convened to evaluate potential national security

threats arising from the ongoing Middle East conflict,

focusing on safeguarding Nepali citizens working in the

region. At the meeting, chaired by Prime Minister KP

Sharma Oli and attended by senior officials from

defense, home affairs, and the Nepali Army, members

voiced significant concerns over the risks to millions of

Nepali expatriates, especially in light of escalating

violence between Hamas and Israel.

Officials emphasized the need for proactive measures

to monitor the region, as instability there could have

serious repercussions for Nepal's economic stability

due to remittances from migrant workers. Reactions

from defense officials called for “rapid, coordinated

action” to protect citizens and assess potential

evacuation strategies, should the situation worsen.
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In response to the meeting’s discussions, the council

agreed to recommend Cabinet approval for purchasing

essential military resources. [The Kathmandu Post]

Pakistan: Parliament passes bills

extending Armed Forces chiefs’ tenures,

expanding Supreme Court bench amid

opposition protests

(lm) Pakistan's National Assembly and Senate

approved six bills on November 4, including

amendments to extend the terms of the heads of the

armed forces and increase the number of Supreme

Court (SC) judges. The bills, awaiting presidential

approval, will extend the tenures of the army, navy,

and air force chiefs from three to five years and

expand the SC bench from 17 to 34 judges, a move

that Law Minister Azam Nazeer Tarar claims is aimed

at alleviating case backlogs and creating dedicated

constitutional benches.

The legislation secures Army Chief General Asim

Munir's tenure until November 2027. Defense Minister

Khawaja Muhammad Asif introduced the bill,

emphasizing that the extension would foster stability

within the military. However, opposition members,

particularly from Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) led by

imprisoned former Prime Minister Imran Khan,

condemned the process, accusing the government of

bypassing parliamentary debate. PTI legislators

warned that these measures threaten democratic

principles, with some likening the extension to "legal

martial law."

Legal experts and opposition figures expressed

concerns about potential government overreach.

Critics, including lawyer Abdul Moiz Jaferii, argued that

the amendments serve specific individuals, increasing

executive influence over both military and judicial

institutions. Others cautioned that the SC expansion

may bolster the coalition's control over judicial

independence, casting doubt on the intent behind the

increased bench size. [DAWN] [Voice of America]

[Reuters]

Pakistan: Government proposes anti-

terror law amendments, prompts

criticism from lawyers, activists

(lm) Pakistan’s government has proposed amendments

to the Anti-Terrorism Act, allowing military and civilian
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agencies to detain suspects for up to three months

based on suspicion of militant involvement. Interior

Minister Mohsin Naqvi introduced the bill in the

National Assembly, describing it as essential for

national security, but the measure still requires

approval by both houses of parliament.

The draft law reintroduces powers granted by a 2014

amendment to detain suspects preventatively.

However, these powers, initially valid for only two

years, expired in 2016. The new proposal aims to

restore these measures to help disrupt suspected

terrorist plots through joint interrogation teams

comprising various law enforcement and intelligence

agencies.

Critics argue the amendments may be misused against

activists and dissidents. Barrister Ahmad Pansota

highlighted concerns that prolonged detentions would

breach constitutional rights and could face legal

challenges. Human rights activist Ammar Ali Jan

warned the law could legitimize enforced

disappearances by security agencies.Conversely,

former Attorney General Ashtar Ausaf supported the

bill, emphasizing the unique threat of terrorism in

Pakistan and noting that parliament’s duty is to protect

citizen safety. He expressed confidence that

parliament would debate the proposal thoroughly,

considering the balance between security and citizens'

rights. [Arab News]

Pakistan: Judicial Commission meets to

nominate Judges for Constitutional Bench

amid legal challenges to 26th Amendment

(lm) As of November 5, the Judicial Commission of

Pakistan (JCP) was set to convene to discuss the

nomination of judges for newly established

constitutional benches, following the recent 26th

Amendment. Passed by Parliament in October, the

amendment allows the Supreme Court to form

dedicated constitutional benches for cases requiring

constitutional interpretation, marking a significant

structural change.

The meeting, called by Chief Justice of Pakistan (CJP)

Yahya Afridi, included senior judiciary members,

lawmakers, and Pakistan Bar Council representatives.

Attendees were expected to consider nominations for

these benches as well as the formation of a JCP

secretariat. Justice Mansoor Ali Shah, one of the

scheduled attendees, had recently highlighted the

need to balance which cases are assigned to

constitutional versus regular benches.
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Meanwhile, in a notable provincial response, the Sindh

Assembly became the first to approve the resolution

necessary for creating a constitutional bench at the

Sindh High Court (SHC), fulfilling requirements under

the 26th Amendment. With backing from the Pakistan

Peoples Party (PPP) and Muttahida Qaumi Movement

(MQM), 123 members voted in favor, while opposition

came from a lone Jamaat-i-Islami member and three

Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) representatives. Chief

Minister Murad Ali Shah announced that the provincial

government would coordinate with federal authorities

to establish these benches promptly, with a senior

judge from the high court leading the SHC bench.

[DAWN 1]

However, the 26th Amendment has sparked legal

opposition as well. Jamaat-i-Islami (JI) recently filed a

petition challenging the amendment, claiming it

undermines judicial independence by granting

excessive executive influence over judicial

appointments. This challenge joins five similar

petitions from legal bodies and high-profile individuals

concerned that the amendment could compromise the

judiciary’s autonomy. [DAWN 2]

Pakistan: Justice Mansoor Ali Shah

appointed as head of Supreme Court ADR

Committee

(lm) Chief Justice of Pakistan (CJP) Yahya Afridi has

appointed Justice Mansoor Ali Shah, a senior Supreme

Court judge, as the chairman of the Alternate Dispute

Resolution (ADR) Committee. Justices Ayesha Malik and

Shahid Waheed will serve as members, as announced

by the Law and Justice Commission of Pakistan.

The appointment follows the adoption of the Supreme

Court's Case Management Plan 2023, developed by

Justice Shah to address case backlogs. The plan, which

integrates IT solutions, sets standards for managing

cases across categories and was reviewed during a

recent full court meeting led by CJP Afridi.

The Supreme Court currently has 59,191 pending

cases. To address this, Justice Shah introduced phased

strategies for backlog reduction, including one-month,

three-month, and six-month plans. The meeting,

attended by all SC judges and Registrar Jazeela Aslam,

focused on improving case processing efficiency.

Since taking office, CJP Afridi has also set up a new

three-judge committee under the Supreme Court

(Practice and Procedure) Act (SCPPA) 2023, comprising

Justices Shah and Munib Akhtar, a move seen as a
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significant step in fostering judicial harmony after past

disagreements under former CJP Qazi Faez Isa. [DAWN]

Pakistan: Imran Khan’s abducted lawyer

recovered under disputed circumstances

(lm) Pakistan’s imprisoned former Prime Minister

Imran Khan’s lawyer, Intazar Ahmad Panjutha,

resurfaced nearly a month after his alleged enforced

disappearance, sparking controversy. Panjutha went

missing on October 8, and his recent recovery followed

Pakistan's attorney general’s assurance to a high court

that the lawyer would be found within 24 hours. Police

reported they intercepted a suspicious vehicle in

Hassan Abdul, where armed captors allegedly fled,

leaving behind Panjutha, who appeared visibly shaken

in a video, describing severe torture and ransom

demands.

Khan’s party, the main opposition Pakistan Tehreek-e-

Insaf (PTI), claims Panjutha’s remarks were coerced,

asserting that he was abducted by state security

forces. PTI’s Secretary General, Salman Akram Raja,

condemned the lawyer's treatment, calling it an

attempt to instill fear. This incident adds to escalating

tensions as PTI faces a crackdown following Khan’s

2022 ouster and subsequent arrest on corruption and

sedition charges, which Khan denounces as military-

orchestrated. [DAWN] [Voice of America]

Human rights groups and international observers have

voiced concerns over the military's influence on

Pakistan’s politics, with recent calls from United States

lawmakers urging President Biden to advocate for

Khan's release, framing Pakistan’s current governance

as “military rule with civilian facade.” Pakistan’s

government has refuted these claims, citing a

misunderstanding of its political situation.

Pakistan: School clerk arrested for losing

students' exam fees to online gambling

(lm) A clerk at the Government Model High Secondary

School in Zhob, Balochistan, has been arrested for

allegedly using students' exam fees for online

gambling, losing a total of PKR 2.3 million (USD 8,282).

[Arab News]
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Pakistan: Central Bank cuts rate amid

skilled worker exodus and economic

turmoil

(lm) Amid Pakistan’s economic challenges, the State

Bank of Pakistan (SBP) lowered its key policy rate by a

record 250 basis points to 15 percent on November 4,

exceeding market expectations. This move, aimed at

stabilizing prices, marks the fourth consecutive rate cut

since June, totaling a 700 basis point reduction. SBP

Governor Jameel Ahmad emphasized that the current

rate supports Pakistan’s goal of maintaining inflation

within the 5-7 percent target, as October’s inflation fell

to 7.2 percent from nearly 40 percent in May. The SBP

forecasts further inflation decreases to 5.5-6.5 percent

in November. However, analysts caution that inflation

may rise again in 2025 due to tax adjustments and

electricity price hikes.

The rate cut comes as Pakistan strives to revive growth

amid commitments from bilateral partners to extend

debt rollovers, critical to the success of the USD 7

billion IMF bailout secured in September. The central

bank anticipates GDP growth to slightly exceed

previous estimates, although it will remain within the

2.5-3.5 percent range. [Reuters]

Meanwhile, Pakistan is experiencing a record "brain

drain," as skilled professionals, including doctors,

engineers, and financial analysts, increasingly emigrate

in response to rising inflation and economic instability.

Over the past three years, more than one million

skilled workers have left Pakistan, placing the country

among the top 10 globally for emigration. Surveys

show that nearly 40 percent of Pakistanis are

considering leaving the country, driven by high costs of

living and limited job opportunities.

To attract and retain talent, companies are offering

travel perks, paying portions of salaries in US dollars,

and overspending their operating budgets. However,

organizations are finding it challenging to sustain these

adjustments amidst an economic downturn.

The financial sector has been hit especially hard, with

employees leaving top brokerage houses and banks

for opportunities abroad. As skilled workers exit,

replacing them becomes increasingly difficult due to

the shrinking talent pool. Despite record performance

in Pakistan's stock market, confidence in local stability

remains low.

While some officials view remittances from emigrants

as a means to support Pakistan’s dollar reserves,

concerns persist over the long-term implications of

losing skilled professionals. The IMF bailout included
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tax increases for high earners, sparking debates on

balancing immediate fiscal needs with policies to retain

skilled workers and foster internal stability. [The News]

[Bloomberg]

Pakistan: Polio crisis intensifies as

vaccination team targeted in deadly

Balochistan blast

(lm) Pakistan’s polio crisis continues to escalate with

two new cases of wild poliovirus type 1 (WPV1)

reported in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa (KP), bringing this

year’s total to 45 cases. The virus was recently detected

in a girl from Lakki Marwat and a boy from Dera Ismail

Khan, where environmental samples had already

indicated viral presence. [Arab News]

This development coincided with a deadly attack in

Balochistan, where a bomb blast near a girls’ school in

Mastung killed nine people, including five children, and

injured 23 others. The explosion targeted a police van

assigned to protect a polio vaccination team,

underscoring the risks faced by health workers. Initial

reports suggest the blast was caused by an improvised

explosive device attached to a motorcycle. No group

has claimed responsibility, though authorities often

blame Taliban-linked groups in Afghanistan for such

attacks. [Al Jazeera] [Voice of America]

The incident took place amid Pakistan’s third

nationwide polio vaccination campaign of the year,

running from October 28 to November 3, aiming to

immunize over 45 million children under five. Health

authorities are urging parents to ensure their children

receive the oral polio vaccine (OPV), as multiple doses

are essential to protect against the virus's severe

effects.

Pakistan and Afghanistan remain the only countries

where polio is endemic. WPV1 cases have been

recorded across several provinces, including 22 in

Balochistan, 12 in Sindh, nine in KP, and one each in

Punjab and Islamabad. With the virus detected in

environmental samples from 76 districts, the polio

program warns of widespread circulation, heightening

the need for intensified vaccination efforts. [Arab

News]

Pakistan: Finance Ministry orders SOEs to

strengthen governance under IMF

deadline
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(ja) In compliance with the IMF’s USD 7 billion Extended

Fund Facility (EFF), Pakistan’s Ministry of Finance has

directed all state-owned enterprises (SOEs) to adopt

standardized regulations to improve governance,

accountability, and fiscal discipline. The Central

Monitoring Unit (CMU) issued guidelines by the

October 31 deadline, requiring SOEs to align with the

SOEs (Governance and Operations) Act 2023 and the

SOEs Ownership and Management Policy 2023.

Key directives include guidelines on business plans,

Public Sector Obligations (PSO) costing methods, audit

committee operations, and board member

appointments. The 15 largest SOEs are mandated to

publish International Financial Reporting Standards

(IFRS)-compliant financial statements by December

2024 and ensure board independence by having a

majority of independent directors. Additionally, PSO

agreements must be established by June 2025 for

major SOEs with government claims.

This compliance push, driven by the IMF’s focus on SOE

reforms, targets reducing fiscal losses, enhancing

service quality, and improving SOE transparency. An

electronic database to track SOE performance is slated

for June 2025, and amendments to the Sovereign

Wealth Fund (SWF) Act will bring SOEs under SWF back

under the SOE Act’s governance structures. [DAWN]

Pakistan: Khyber Pakhtunkhwa stands

firm as Punjab backs off from PIA

acquisition amid privatization hurdles

(lm) The prospect of privatizing Pakistan International

Airlines (PIA) encountered new twists as Khyber

Pakhtunkhwa (KP) confirmed its bid to acquire the

struggling national airline, while the Punjab

government opted out. This comes after a

disappointing PKR 10 billion (USD 36 million) offer from

Blue World City fell far short of the government’s

minimum asking price of PKR 85 billion (USD 305

million), highlighting the ongoing challenges in

transferring PIA ownership to private hands.

Chief Minister Ali Amin Gandapur of KP announced his

government’s intent to outbid the Blue World City

offer, expressing that PIA is a “critical asset” connected

to national pride and should remain under state

control. Gandapur emphasized KP’s financial strength,

citing a 44 percent revenue increase and support from

overseas Pakistanis, which he believes positions the

province to manage the airline effectively.
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Punjab’s initial interest in acquiring PIA or launching its

own airline, tentatively named “Air Punjab,” was

clarified on November 4 by Information Minister Azma

Bokhari. Bokhari dispelled rumors of a formal bid by

Punjab, attributing the concept to an idea floated by

former Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif, who suggested

Air Punjab could offer international routes from major

cities like Karachi, Lahore, and Quetta. Bokhari

questioned KP’s financial capability to operate PIA

given its reported struggles to meet salary obligations

for provincial employees. However, she welcomed KP’s

interest, noting that any provincial efforts to revamp

PIA would be positive if financially viable. [DAWN 1]

[DAWN 2]

The federal government’s plan to privatize PIA remains

uncertain, especially as KP’s proposed acquisition

could complicate Pakistan’s recent USD 7 billion

International Monetary Fund (IMF) agreement, which

aims to reduce state-owned financial liabilities. Federal

Minister Aleem Khan acknowledged the interest from

KP, indicating that the federal government may need

to address PIA’s remaining liabilities before proceeding

with any sale. [Arab News]

Pakistan: Khyber Pakhtunkhwa to

establish USD 28.8 million power

transmission line

(lm) Khyber Pakhtunkhwa (KP) has signed an

agreement with a private firm to establish a power

transmission line at a cost of PKR 8 billion (USD 28.8

million), marking the first instance of a Pakistani

province independently developing its transmission

infrastructure.

The initial phase will include a 40-kilometer line

connecting Matiltan to Madyan in Swat, intended to

supply low-cost electricity to local industries and the

national grid. KP officials estimate that this project’s

completion will generate PKR 7 billion in revenue for

the province.

Despite Pakistan’s installed electricity capacity meeting

national demand, inadequate transmission

infrastructure has led to frequent outages and

inefficiencies, with a major blackout in January 2023

exposing vulnerabilities in the national grid. The Asian

Development Bank approved a USD 250 million loan in

2023 to support power transmission improvements in

KP and Punjab, underscoring the need for

infrastructure investment. [Arab News]
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Pakistan: Hub Power Company expands

into lithium mining, battery

manufacturing, and EV production

(lm) Pakistan’s largest independent power producer,

Hub Power Company (Hubco), is set to diversify into

lithium mining, battery manufacturing, and electric

vehicle (EV) production under Pakistan’s Special

Investment Facilitation Council (SIFC). Established in

1991, Hubco currently has over 3,500 MW of installed

power generation capacity and aims to meet the rising

demand for lithium batteries and EVs within Pakistan’s

expanding auto industry.

Hubco’s lithium exploration and battery production

project is expected to be completed in the next 12 to

18 months, producing rechargeable batteries for

mobile phones, laptops, and EVs. A manufacturing

plant to produce 50,000 EVs annually is already

underway, with plans to export 30–40 percent to

markets in Australia and Africa.

Earlier this year, Hubco’s subsidiary, Mega Motor

Company, signed an agreement with China’s BYD Auto

Industry to assemble EVs locally. These initiatives are

set to boost Pakistan’s EV market, increase job

opportunities, and support the production of batteries

for various electronic devices. [Arab News]

Pakistan: Four militants killed in military

operation in South Waziristan

(lm) The Pakistani military announced over the

weekend that four militants were killed during an

operation targeting insurgent strongholds in the

Sarwakai area of South Waziristan, located in Khyber

Pakhtunkhwa province. Operations continue as

security forces confront the Tehrik-e-Taliban Pakistan

(TTP), a group Islamabad claims receives backing from

the Taliban in Afghanistan.

Despite Pakistan’s calls for the Taliban to disarm TTP

fighters and extradite them, the Afghan Taliban deny

TTP presence in Afghanistan, labeling the group’s

activities as Pakistan's internal matter. However,

residents in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa claim that military

operations in the region have impacted civilians,

including children.[amu.tv]

Pakistan: Navy successfully tests

indigenous ship-launched ballistic missile
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with enhanced precision

(ja) The Pakistan Navy conducted a successful flight

test of its indigenously developed ship-launched

ballistic missile on November 4, showcasing a 350-

kilometer range capable of engaging both land and sea

targets with precision. Equipped with advanced

navigation and maneuverability features, the missile

test was witnessed by Chief of Naval Staff and senior

naval officers, as well as scientists and engineers.

The successful test follows previous missile exercises

in 2023 that demonstrated the navy’s air defense

readiness. [DAWN]

Seychelles: Government proposes salary,

pension, and minimum wage increases in

record 2025 budget

(axc) The Seychelles' government has unveiled a

record-breaking SCR 11.9 billion (USD 880 million)

budget for 2025, the largest in the country’s history,

representing an 11.9 percent increase from the

previous year. Finance Minister Naadir Hassan

presented the budget in the National Assembly,

highlighting proposed increases in public sector wages,

minimum wage, pensions, and social benefits as part

of efforts to boost economic resilience and social well-

being.

A 7 percent salary increase is proposed for public

employees earning under SCR 21,368 (USD 1,500) per

month, effective from April 2025, with a minimum

increase of SCR 500 (USD 37) for all full-time workers.

Minimum wage adjustments include a rise from SCR

38.27 to SCR 40.95 per hour, resulting in a monthly

minimum wage of SCR 7,098 (USD 525) for a 40-hour

work week. The retirement benefit structure will also

be enhanced, with pensions for retirees ranging

between SCR 6,150 (USD 455) and SCR 7,150 (USD

530), depending on eligibility.

The budget prioritizes employment, social welfare,

health, and education. Employment and social

protection will receive SCR 1.57 billion (USD 116

million), representing 13.2 percent of the budget,

followed by SCR 1.5 billion (USD 111 million) for

healthcare and SCR 1.4 billion (USD 103 million) for

education.

Seychelles is set to host two major international sports

events in 2025—the FIFA Beach Soccer World Cup in

May and the Indian Ocean Youth and Sport
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Commission (CJSOI) games in July. The government has

allocated SCR 43.6 million (USD 3.2 million) toward

these events, with additional funds to support athletes

in Olympic, African, Indian Ocean, and Commonwealth

Games preparations.

In collaboration with the European Union, the

Seychelles Fishing Authority will launch a pension

scheme for fishers, who will contribute 5 percent,

matched by a 5 percent government contribution. The

Agricultural Development Fund (ADF) will be amended

to allow agricultural leasehold land to secure loans up

to SCR 850,000 (USD 63,000), encouraging agro-

tourism and agro-forestry initiatives. [Seychelles News

Agency]

Seychelles: Government launches new

campaign to safeguard education rights

for girls and boys

(axc) Seychelles has launched the Africa Educates Her

(AEH) campaign, an African Union-backed initiative

aimed at protecting the right to education for young

girls, particularly in emergencies, security issues, and

humanitarian crises. The campaign, now in its second

phase, follows the first phase launched post-COVID-19.

Seychelles joins Ivory Coast, Mozambique, and Uganda

in implementing AEH, but differs by also including boys

in the initiative, recognizing unique challenges in the

local education system.

Principal Secretary for Education Merna Eulentin

highlighted recent educational challenges in

Seychelles, including increased school drop-outs,

mental health issues, and teenage pregnancies. This

year, several children have lost parents in tragic

incidents, further stressing the importance of

education equity. The AEH campaign seeks to mobilize

local stakeholders to address these issues and ensure

a supportive learning environment for all. [Seychelles

News Agency] [African Union]

Seychelles: Digital traffic tech trial to

monitor road offences

(axc) Seychelles is set to launch an eight-week digital

traffic enforcement trial to enhance road safety,

starting in the Roche Caiman district on eastern Mahe.

Vice President Ahmed Afif announced the pilot

initiative, which will utilize Australian technology from
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Acusensus, coordinated through Seychelles' consul in

Australia, Arnold Chetty.

Afif noted the trial’s zero-cost approach and its

potential to reduce police enforcement expenses.

Insights from the trial will guide future infrastructure,

enforcement practices, and business models, while

legislative updates are also under consideration for a

potential permanent system adoption. The project

aligns with Seychelles’ broader digital surveillance

initiatives, including the upcoming CCTV installations

provided by China. [Seychelles News  Agency]

Sri Lanka: JVP rules out coalition or

national government after general

election

(lm/sl) The Janatha Vimukthi Peramuna (JVP), a key ally

of the ruling National People’s Power (NPP) in Sri

Lanka, has dismissed any plans to form a coalition or

national government after the November 14 general

election. JVP General Secretary Tilvin Silva stated the

party is confident of winning a clear majority and

therefore sees no need for coalition governance. Silva

clarified that while the NPP is open to dialogue, it will

not ally with parties or individuals involved in past

administrations.

Founded in 1965, the JVP (People’s Liberation Front)

initially positioned itself as a Marxist-Leninist

revolutionary party, historically known for uprisings

against perceived state injustices. Over time, the JVP

evolved into a mainstream political party, advocating

for socialism, anti-corruption, and economic reforms.

In recent years, it aligned with the NPP, a coalition

focused on reforming governance, fighting corruption,

and addressing socio-economic issues. [Daily Mirror]

Meanwhile, Dilith Jayaweera, leader of the Sarvajana

Balaya Alliance, is advocating for a strong opposition

presence in the upcoming parliament. Addressing

supporters in Raddolugama, Jayaweera encouraged

the public to vote for his alliance to build a robust

opposition capable of challenging the existing system

and driving systemic reforms. [Ada Derana]

To secure a simple majority in Sri Lanka's 225-member

Parliament, a party needs at least 113 seats. Achieving

a two-thirds majority for constitutional amendments

has historically been rare, with only the Mahinda

Rajapaksa administration (2005–2015) and the

Gotabaya Rajapaksa government (2020–2022) reaching

that threshold since 1994.
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Sri Lanka: Cabinet to review ex-

presidents’ privileges amid political

sparring over Rajapaksa’s security

(sl/lm) Sri Lanka’s government is undertaking a

comprehensive review of privileges granted to the

country’s six living former presidents and their widows,

following recent controversy surrounding security

arrangements for former President Mahinda

Rajapaksa. The Presidential Secretariat refuted claims

that Rajapaksa’s security had been reduced, affirming

that protections and privileges outlined under the 1986

Presidential Privileges Act remain intact. This

clarification comes amid concerns voiced by former

presidents about potential cuts to their benefits under

President Anura Kumara Dissanayake’s administration.

[President of Sri Lanka]

Dissanayake, who pledged during his campaign to curb

ex-presidents' privileges due to financial constraints,

has faced criticism from opposition leaders. Former

President Ranil Wickremesinghe warned that any

reduction in Rajapaksa’s security could pose risks,

particularly from sympathizers of the Liberation Tigers

of Tamil Eelam (LTTE), the former militant organization

that waged a decades-long separatist conflict in Sri

Lanka.

To address these concerns, a cabinet sub-committee

has been formed to evaluate and potentially adjust

privileges for former leaders, with future decisions

based on the committee’s recommendations. [The

Hindu]

In a broader move to curb government spending, the

administration announced it would repurpose 31

colonial-era bungalows previously allocated as official

residences for ministers. According to a government

source, 22 of these properties have already been

returned to the Public Administration Ministry, with the

remainder expected to follow. These bungalows, built

during the colonial period and historically used for

official gatherings, are now being reassessed for their

potential economic and social utility to benefit the

public. Before any new use, the administration is

verifying that outstanding utility bills are settled. [Daily

Mirror 1]

Further, Dissanayake announced the end of housing

perks for ministers in Colombo, urging them instead to

stay in villages to address local issues directly.

Speaking at a rally in Matara, he outlined plans for a

smaller Cabinet of under 25 ministers, emphasizing

that future ministry assignments would be based on
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relevant expertise rather than personal allegiances.

Additionally, he proposed a system allowing all

Members of Parliament to participate voluntarily in

ministry work, fostering broader governmental

participation. [Daily Mirror 2]

In line with his stance against excessive privileges,

Dissanayake revealed that he has declined organic

vegetables that were historically grown exclusively for

the head of state in Nuwara Eliya. He instructed the

Presidential Secretariat to allocate these vegetables for

security officials’ meals instead, criticizing former

leaders for enjoying such exclusive perks while

remaining out of touch with the public. [Daily Mirror 3]

Sri Lanka: Ex-President Wickremesinghe

and NPP clash over “experienced”

leadership in upcoming election

(sl/lm) Former President Ranil Wickremesinghe called

for experienced candidates to be elected in the

upcoming General Election, warning that Sri Lanka

could face severe crises if guided by inexperienced

leadership. Speaking at a press conference in

Colombo, Wickremesinghe announced he would not

run for a parliamentary seat, instead endorsing

candidates from his alliance, symbolized by the “Gas

Cylinder,” who he believes have the necessary

expertise to lead the nation.

Wickremesinghe used the recent fatal bus accident

involving university students in Badulla as a metaphor,

likening Sri Lanka’s potential trajectory without

seasoned leaders to a “bus veering off the road.” While

he acknowledged progress in economic recovery, he

stressed that steady and knowledgeable leadership is

crucial to avoid further setbacks. He criticized the

current administration for lacking seasoned officials

and highlighted his team’s past contributions to

stabilizing the economy, warning that inexperienced

leaders could jeopardize the country’s recovery and

future stability. [abc news] [Ada Derana]

The National People's Power (NPP) party, led by

incumbent President Anura Kumara Dissanayake,

pushed back against Wickremesinghe’s appeal,

accusing the “experienced” leaders he praised of

mismanaging Sri Lanka’s affairs for decades. NPP

member Samantha Vidyaratne, speaking at a rally in

Badulla, argued that these established figures had

been in power for 76 years, leading the country to

bankruptcy. He asserted that people are ready to elect

NPP candidates to form a government focused on their
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needs, rejecting the traditional leadership responsible

for the nation’s financial collapse. [Daily Mirror]

Sri Lanka: Legal advocacy group calls for

immediate repeal of anti-terror law

(lm) Sri Lanka's Lawyer’s Collective has appealed to the

new government to repeal the Prevention of Terrorism

Act (PTA), criticizing it as a tool for arbitrary detention

and targeting vulnerable communities. In a statement,

the group expressed concern over recent remarks

suggesting the PTA might be retained, urging President

Anura Kumara Dissanayake to honor his election

commitment to abolish the law.

The PTA, enacted in 1979, allows authorities to arrest

without warrants and detain individuals for up to 18

months without trial, frequently without adequate

evidence. Human rights groups report that detainees

have suffered torture and convictions based on forced

confessions. Historically, the PTA has been used to

target Tamil and Muslim communities, including over

600 arrests following the 2019 Easter bombings. Rights

activist Waruni Hasthika highlighted its misuse against

activists and journalists.

Both the United Nations and European Union have

consistently called for the law’s repeal, emphasizing

the need for counter-terrorism measures that respect

human rights. [UCA News]

Sri Lanka: Supreme Court suspends

lawyer for five years over failure to

represent client as assigned counsel

(lm) In a notable ruling, Sri Lanka’s Supreme Court

suspended Attorney-at-Law R.D. Ranaweera from

practicing for five years after finding he neglected his

duties as assigned counsel in a criminal case. Assigned

counsel are appointed by the court to represent clients

unable to afford private attorneys.

The decision follows complaints from High Court Judge

Adithya Patabendige, who reported that Ranaweera

had repeatedly failed to appear in court, neglecting his

professional duty to adequately represent his client.

Ranaweera admitted to the allegations, submitting a

guilty plea and a mitigation affidavit. [Daily Mirror]
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Sri Lanka: Spouse can claim damages from

adulterer without seeking divorce, rules

Supreme Court

(lm) In a recent ruling, Sri Lanka's Supreme Court

clarified that an aggrieved spouse may claim damages

from an adulterous partner of their spouse without

needing to file for divorce in the same case. Justices

Preethi Padman Surasena, Achala Wengappuli, and

Priyantha Fernando upheld the principle that a party in

a marriage can pursue a damages claim against a third

party (co-defendant) for contributing to the breakdown

of the marriage due to adultery.

The case originated when a husband, denying

allegations of desertion, argued that his marriage

deteriorated due to his wife’s affair with a co-

defendant. Although he opposed the wife’s divorce

claim, he sought damages against the co-defendant for

"loss of consortium" and was awarded LKR 500,000

(USD 1,700) in damages by the District Court, a

decision later upheld by the Supreme Court.

While adultery is not a criminal offense in Sri Lanka, it

is grounds for divorce, and damages may be claimed

by the aggrieved spouse. [Daily Mirror]

Sri Lanka: Over 190 arrested amid

complaints ahead of parliamentary

elections

(lm) Sri Lankan police have arrested 191 individuals,

including six candidates, following 168 election-related

complaints in the lead-up to the parliamentary

elections on November 14. The complaints comprise

30 criminal cases and 138 election law violations.

Additionally, 45 vehicles were impounded as part of

the investigations. Meanwhile, the Election

Commission has recorded 1,259 complaints, including

13 involving acts of violence. [The Hindu] [Daily Mirror]

Sri Lanka: Prime Minister to summon ex-

President Ranil Wickremesinghe over 2015

bond scam

(lm) Sri Lanka's Prime Minister, Harini Amarasuriya,

announced on October 31 that former President Ranil

Wickremesinghe will be summoned to provide

evidence regarding the 2015 Central Bank bond scam.

Addressing a public meeting, she criticized
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Wickremesinghe's understanding of constitutional

principles and dismissed his offer to advise on

constitutional matters, highlighting his repeated

electoral defeats.

The 2015 bond scam involved the Central Bank's

controversial issuance of Treasury bonds, allegedly

directed by then-Governor Arjuna Mahendran, a close

associate of Wickremesinghe, who was Prime Minister

and Finance Minister at the time. The scandal led to

significant public outcry and calls for accountability.

In early October 2024, Minister Vijitha Herath stated

that legal proceedings regarding the bond scam had

been initiated, noting that Wickremesinghe no longer

possesses presidential immunity, thereby allowing for

judicial scrutiny.

However, Dhanushka Ramanayake, Media Director

General for former President Wickremesinghe, refuted

these claims, asserting that Wickremesinghe was

exonerated by previous investigations, including a

Presidential Commission of Inquiry. Ramanayake

emphasized that Wickremesinghe was neither a

witness nor a defendant in the original indictment filed

by the Attorney General. [Daily Mirror]

Sri Lanka: Government recalls 16

politically appointed ambassadors and

high commissioners

(lm) Sri Lanka’s government has ordered the

immediate recall of 16 politically appointed

ambassadors and high commissioners from overseas

missions, according to Foreign Ministry sources.

Letters have been issued to these appointees,

requiring them to return to the country by December

1, 2024. Upon their return, the government will review

each ambassador’s performance to determine

potential reappointment.

These political appointees, some of whom were

appointed under former Presidents Gotabaya

Rajapaksa and Ranil Wickremesinghe, serve in key

capitals, including London, Washington, and Jakarta.

Additionally, several junior appointees, often related to

politicians, currently hold positions in various Sri

Lankan missions abroad. [Daily Mirror]

Sri Lanka: Rajapaksa demands

accountability from ex-President
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Wickremesinghe, President Dissanayake

over salary increase promises

(sl) Namal Rajapaksa, SLPP National List member,

criticized former President Ranil Wickremesinghe and

President Anura Kumara Dissanayake for making false

promises of salary increases to gain votes in the

elections. He urged both leaders to provide

explanations for the situation and called on the current

president to fulfill these promises. [Namal Rajapaksa

on X]

Sri Lanka: Dr. Hans Wijayasuriya

appointed as chief advisor on digital

economy

(sl) Dr. Hans Wijayasuriya has been appointed as the

Chief Advisor to Sri Lanka's President on Digital

Economy, tasked with spearheading initiatives aimed

at strengthening digital infrastructure and driving

economic modernization across sectors. Currently the

CEO of Telecommunications Business and Group

Executive Director at Axiata Group, Dr. Wijayasuriya

will step down from his role on January 15, 2025, after

over 30 years with the company.

During his tenure, Dr. Wijayasuriya has led Axiata’s

telecommunications operations across multiple

countries, including Sri Lanka, Malaysia, and Indonesia.

He has also contributed to the global mobile industry

as a GSMA Board member and was honored with the

GSMA Chairman’s Award in 2024 for his achievements.

[President of Sri Lanka] [Daily Mirror]

Sri Lanka: Transparency watchdog flags

questionable appointments at Palmyrah

Development Board

(sl) Transparency International Sri Lanka (TISL) has filed

a complaint with the Election Commission of Sri Lanka

(ECSL) concerning recent leadership appointments at

the Palmyrah Development Board (PDB) in Jaffna,

which appear to breach election laws. The Palmyrah

Development Board (PDB) is a government entity

focused on promoting palmyrah cultivation and

production in Sri Lanka’s Northern and Eastern

provinces, supporting local communities engaged in

palmyrah-related industries.

On October 10, Selvin Ireneuss Mariampillai was

appointed as PDB Chairman, only to be replaced by
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Vinayagamoorthy Sahadevan just 12 days later. TISL

highlighted that these rapid leadership changes,

including additional board member appointments,

reportedly had cabinet approval but were made

without ECSL’s mandatory consent, required by

election regulations prohibiting such appointments

during the election period. [The Island]

Sri Lanka: Government pays USD 503

million in debt service in first half of 2024

(sl) The Sri Lankan government’s external debt stood at

USD 37.5 billion (LKR 11 trillion) by the end of June

2024, as reported by the Finance Ministry's Mid-Year

Fiscal Position Report. From January to June 2024, debt

service payments amounted to USD 503 million (LKR

148 billion), with USD 275.1 million (LKR 81 billion)

allocated to principal repayments and USD 227.9

million (LKR 67 billion) for interest payments.

Following an interim policy of debt standstill adopted

in April 2022, Sri Lanka temporarily suspended debt

servicing for certain loans from bilateral and

commercial creditors. By the end of June 2024, unpaid

debt service on these loans had accumulated to USD

5.67 billion (LKR 1.7 trillion) in principal and USD 2.527

billion (LKR 752 billion) in interest. [Ada Derana]

Sri Lanka: Six arrested in connection to

alleged Arugam Bay security threat

involving Israeli tourists

(sl) Sri Lanka’s Public Security Minister, Vijitha Herath,

confirmed the arrest of six individuals, including a

Maldivian national, in connection to a potential

security threat in Arugam Bay and suspicious activities

involving photographs of key financial sites in

Colombo. [Ada Derana]

The arrests follow intelligence reports suggesting an

intended attack in Arugam Bay, a favored destination

among Israeli tourists, prompting swift security

measures. Alerts from the U.S. Embassy and Israel’s

national security council warned of potential threats,

allegedly targeting Israeli nationals. In response, Sri

Lankan authorities implemented roadblocks and

patrols in the area, urging Israeli tourists to evacuate.

Officials suggest the threat may be connected to

escalating tensions in the Middle East, with suspicions

that the plot originated in Iran as “revenge” for Israel’s

regional actions.
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Sri Lanka: Defense Ministry denies rumors

of withdrawing security forces from

religious sites

(sl) In a special press briefing on November 3, the

Ministry of Defence refuted circulating social media

claims about the withdrawal of armed forces

personnel from security duties at temples and places

of worship across Sri Lanka. [Ministry of Defence - Sri

Lanka]
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Brunei: New housing development

agreement signed to aid families in need

(ga) An agreement has been signed on October 30 for

the construction of five new houses under the Yayasan

Sultan Haji Hassanal Bolkiah's housing assistance

scheme. The houses will be built by two contractors:

Ruman Power Co company and Impian Reka Bina Sdn

Bhd company.

The new houses will feature modern designs and

technology for low-cost housing, ensuring quick

completion. The project aims to support individuals

living in poor or unsafe conditions, improving their

living standards.

Since its inception in 1996, Yayasan has built a total of

176 houses across the nation. [Borneo Bulletin]
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Brunei: Government mandates SIM card

re-registration to prevent scams and

crimes

(ga) The government of Brunei requires all prepaid SIM

card users to re-register their SIM cards with their

service providers from January 2 to December 31,

2025, to combat rising incidents of scams and unlawful

activities conducted via calls and SMS. This

cybersecurity measure is a joint effort led by the

Authority for Info-communications Technology

Industry of Brunei Darussalam (AITI) alongside several

telecom companies.

Accurate and current subscriber records are essential

for preventing fraudulent SIM card usage and

supporting law enforcement in tackling scams and the

spread of false information online.

The re-registration will occur in phases, and service

providers will inform subscribers of their specific re-

registration windows through SMS. Users may

complete the process in person at service provider

branches or designated public locations or via online

and electronic means. [Borneo Bulletin]

Cambodia: King’s coronation anniversary

address calls for unity in nation-building

and preservation of peace

(ma) In an address marking the 20th anniversary of his

coronation, King Norodom Sihamoni called on all

Cambodians to unite under the nation’s Constitution

and laws. Emphasizing the importance of national

solidarity, he appealed to citizens from all backgrounds

to contribute to the protection and development of

Cambodia. The King highlighted that this unity is

crucial for sustaining peace, stability, and fostering

growth in various sectors, especially in Cambodia’s

economic landscape.

The King stressed that Cambodia’s progress in areas

like human rights, governance, and social equity stems

from the country’s commitment to a culture of peace

and reconciliation. He praised efforts to promote

multiparty democracy and enhance social order.

[Khmer Times]
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Cambodia: Social affairs officers enroll

300,000 disabled citizens in social

protection to reduce street begging

(mfr) Cambodia is working to discourage persons with

disabilities (PWD), beggars, and orphans from soliciting

alms in public as part of an effort to improve social

order and safety. As part of this initiative, around

300,000 PWD have been registered for social

protection benefits.

The registration process for disability identification is

ongoing, and the actual number of PWD may exceed

300,000. Individuals with an "ID Poor" card will receive

benefits from both their poverty and disability

statuses. Although the government allocates monthly

funds to assist these individuals, some still resort to

begging. To address this, the Ministry of Social Affairs,

Veterans, and Youth Rehabilitation promotes

vocational training as an alternative.

The ministry emphasized that its approach does not

involve violence or intimidation and acknowledged the

challenges in gathering everyone at once, stressing the

importance of local authorities collaborating to

address the issue systematically.

In 2023, the government issued a sub-decree to

establish a standardized system for identifying

disabilities and managing social assistance programs

to ensure benefits are distributed equitably.

On December 3, in observance of the International Day

of Persons with Disabilities, the ministry plans to

launch the National Disability Strategy 2024-2028. This

strategy aims to create job opportunities, increase

participation in development programs, and improve

access to public services for PWD. It will also include

accessible facilities in public spaces and out-of-court

dispute resolution mechanisms, reflecting a

comprehensive approach to supporting individuals

with disabilities in Cambodia. [The Phnom Penh Post]

Cambodia: Immigration agency denies

rumors of visa bans on certain

nationalities

(mfr/ma) The General Department of Immigration

(GDI) in Cambodia has dismissed online rumors

suggesting that the country is denying visas to

individuals from India, Pakistan, Nepal, Bangladesh,

and Indonesia. In an official statement, the GDI

clarified that there is no policy prohibiting entry or
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temporary residency visas for nationals of any specific

country, including those mentioned in the rumors

circulating on social media.

The department reiterated that while Cambodia does

not impose blanket restrictions on foreign nationals,

entry or a temporary residence visa may be denied if

applicants fail to meet certain requirements, such as

having a clear travel history and stated purpose for

visiting. Foreigners may also be refused entry if they

lack a guarantor or if authorities have sufficient reason

to believe they might engage in activities that could

threaten public order, morality, or national security.

The GDI stressed that these measures are part of

standard immigration enforcement to maintain public

safety and security. [Khmer Times]

Cambodia: 25 foreign nationals charged

following major Kampong Speu police raid

(ma) A large-scale police operation on October 24 in

Kampong Speu province resulted in the arrest of over

1,000 individuals, primarily Chinese and Korean

nationals.

Following the raid, 25 of the detained foreigners have

been sent to the Phnom Penh Municipal Court to face

charges related to illegal online gambling. The arrested

individuals were questioned in connection with the

case, highlighting the authorities' efforts to combat

illicit online betting networks. [Khmer Times]

Cambodia: USD 27 million allocated for

new border ring road

(ma) The government has pledged to use nearly USD

27 million raised through the Border Infrastructure

Development Fund with full transparency and

accountability, ensuring that donors can monitor the

allocation and utilization of the funds.

This announcement follows the conclusion of the

fund's collection on October 31, initiated by Prime

Minister Hun Manet in response to public concerns

about Cambodia’s participation in the Cambodia-Laos-

Vietnam Development Triangle Area (CLV-DTA) project,

from which the government eventually withdrew.

Between August 26 and October 31, over 720,000

individuals, both domestically and internationally,

contributed a total of USD 26,967,609 to the fund.
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Prime Minister Hun Manet reaffirmed the

government’s commitment to managing the funds

efficiently and transparently through a social media

post on November 1.

A working group led by Kim Bunthan, Minister

Delegate attached to the Prime Minister, and Khvan

Seam, Deputy Commander-in-Chief of the Royal

Cambodian Armed Forces (RCAF) and commander of

the army’s engineering unit, will oversee the fund’s

operations.

At a press conference on November 1, Kim Bunthan

outlined that the funds will be allocated primarily to

developing a new paved border road approximately

250 kilometers in length and seven meters wide,

divided into four segments. Additionally, Khvan Seam

emphasized that the new fund would support road

demining efforts and essential construction along

Cambodia’s borders, where currently 48.1 percent of

the existing 2,615-kilometer border roads have been

completed. [The Phnom Penh Post]

Cambodia: More than seven tons of

narcotics seized in first ten months of

2024

(mfr) Cambodia reported a substantial increase in

drug-related arrests and narcotics seizures in the first

ten months of 2024, according to the country’s Anti-

Drug Department. Authorities detained 21,659

suspects on drug charges between January and

October, marking a 29.9 percent rise from the 16,668

arrests recorded during the same period in 2023.

Among those detained, 742 were foreign nationals

from 17 countries.

In the same period, officials confiscated 7.39 tons of

narcotics, a 171 percent surge from the 2.72 tons

seized in 2023. The confiscated drugs primarily

included ketamine, crystal methamphetamine,

methamphetamine tablets, heroin, ecstasy, and

cocaine.

While Cambodia has no death penalty for drug

trafficking, its laws mandate life imprisonment for

trafficking more than 80 grams of illicit substances.

[Khmer Times]

Cambodia: ECCC panel explores the role of

audiovisual heritage in peace and
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reconciliation

(mfr) The Extraordinary Chambers in the Courts of

Cambodia (ECCC) hosted a panel discussion to observe

the World Day for Audiovisual Heritage. This event

convened experts to discuss the essential role of

preserving Cambodia's audiovisual heritage in the

nation's ongoing efforts toward peace and

reconciliation

The discussion emphasized how audiovisual archives

support healing and intergenerational understanding.

Chea Sopheap highlighted how testimonies and oral

histories enable young Cambodians to engage with the

experiences of past generations, fostering empathy

and resilience. Audiovisual heritage, such as films and

recordings, was recognized as an essential supplement

to traditional history education.

Panelists also examined challenges in preserving these

archives, noting issues such as limited funding, a

shortage of trained archival professionals, and the

absence of formal archival studies programs.

Cambodia’s proactive role in regional archival

preservation and the cooperation among its

institutions were also acknowledged as significant

achievements.

The ECCC event reinforced the importance of

audiovisual heritage as a testament to Cambodia’s

collective memory and identity, aligning with its

mission to promote historical understanding and

reconciliation. [Khmer Times]

Indonesia: Ex-trade minister named

suspect in sugar import graft case

(mu) The Attorney General's Office (AGO) has named

former Trade Minister Thomas Trikasih Lembong as a

suspect in a corruption case involving sugar imports

during his tenure at the Trade Ministry from 2015 to

2016. [Antara]

During a coordination meeting among ministries, it

was concluded that Indonesia had a sugar surplus and

did not require imports. Despite this, Lembong

approved an import permit for the private company PT

AP, allowing the import of 105,000 tons of raw crystal

sugar. This decision violated the Trade and Industry

Ministerial Regulation No. 527 of 2004 and allegedly

resulted in state losses of IDR 400 billion (USD 25.2

million). As part of the investigation, Lembong will be

detained for 20 days. [Jakarta Globe] [Voice of

Indonesia]
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Many have questioned the possible political motives

behind the decision to prosecute Thomas Lembong, an

accusation the AGO has denied. In the last presidential

election, the former trade minister supported

opposition figure Anies Baswedan. In October 2023,

another opposition-affiliated minister, former

Agriculture Minister Syahrul Yasin Limpo, was also

implicated in a corruption case. [CNBC Indonesia]

[CNN Indonesia] [Liputan 6]

Indonesia: National Commission on

Human Rights proposes four bills for

House's legislation program

(mu) The National Commission on Human Rights

(Komnas HAM) pushed for four bills for the 2025-2029

National Legislation Program of the House of

Representatives (DPR) during a meeting on October 30.

The four bills are the Bill on Domestic Worker's

Protection, the Bill on Criminal Procedure Code, the Bill

on Customary Law Communities, and the Bill on

Human Trafficking. [Kompas]

These bills are considered urgent by Komnas HAM.

Domestic Worker's Protection Bill has been pending for

almost two decades, leaving many domestic workers at

risk of the lack of protection and the Customary Law

Communities Bill is needed to recognize the presence

of customary law communities in Indonesia. The

Human Trafficking Law needs to be updated due to its

ineffectivity in addressing the growing modes of

human trafficking while the Bill on Criminal Procedure

is crucial due to many provisions in the current code in

conflict with the constitution in relations to human

rights as found in the dozens of tests. [Antara]

Indonesia: October inflation slows, but

core rate hits a 15-month high

(ft) Indonesia's annual inflation rate dropped to 1.71

percent in October, down from 1.84 percent in

September, and close to analysts’ forecast of 1.68

percent. This rate, the lowest since October 2021,

brings it near the lower limit of Bank Indonesia's (BI)

1.5 percent to 3.5 percent target range. In contrast,

core inflation – which excludes volatile items like food

and regulated prices – rose to 2.21 percent, the highest

level since July 2023, surpassing analyst expectations

that it would remain steady at September's 2.09

percent.
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While BI does not have an explicit target for core

inflation, its interest rate policy aims to manage it,

reflecting underlying demand pressures. Following a

rate cut in September, BI’s governor indicated that

more easing could follow if inflation remains subdued,

although the timing of future cuts will be influenced by

global economic conditions. [Reuters]

Indonesia: Constitutional Court mandates

revisions to labor regulations

(ft) Indonesia's Constitutional Court has ruled that

certain labor regulations within the country’s job

creation law require changes, including the

establishment of sectoral minimum wages, following a

petition from workers' unions.

While the court upheld parts of the law, it denied

requests to increase severance benefits and adjust the

formula for annual minimum wage increases. The

October 31 ruling also specifies that layoffs disputed in

court must keep the employee’s status intact until

resolved, and the Ministry of Manpower must clarify

which jobs can be outsourced.

Legislators have two years to consolidate existing labor

laws into a comprehensive law that incorporates these

changes. [Reuters]

Indonesia: House speaker urges

government intervention in textile

industry

(mu) The speaker of the House of Representatives

(DPR), Puan Maharani, in a statement on November 1,

has pressed the government to carry an intervention

for the country's textile industry. According to her,

state policies should strengthen business in textile and

garment industry, both large-scale and the micro-

small, and medium enterprises (MSMEs).

One of the issues that will be discussed at the

upcoming meeting will be the Trade Minister's

Regulation Number 8 of 2024 regarding policies and

import regulation, which is believed to have affected

the domestic labor-intensive textile industry. [Antara]

[Kompas, in Indonesian]

On October 21, Sritex, one of Indonesia's textile giants,

declared bankrupt by the Semarang Commercial Court,

leading 50,000 of its workers to become unemployed.
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The Minister of Manpower, Yassierli, has denied textile

imports becoming the root causes but points out to

the mismanagement of the company. [CNBC

Indonesia, in Indonesian]

Indonesia: President reviews food security

measures in South Papua

(mu) President Prabowo Subianto, on November 3,

visit Merauke, South Papua province, to inspect

firsthand the implementation of agricultural activities

and programs aimed at building food security.

Accompanied by Agriculture Minister, Andi Amran

Sulaiman, and South Papua Acting Governor, Rudy

Sufahriadi, the president witnessed the planting and

harvesting processes of the rice.

The government plans to set up about 100 hectares of

rice fields in Merauke to ensure Indonesia's food self-

sufficiency. To reach that end, the government would

build supporting infrastructure such as ports and

roads. Recently, this plan was often met by protest

from the indigenous communities in Merauke as these

measures not often stripped themselves of their own

land, but often implemented brutally with the

presence of security forces. [Antara] [Tempo.co]

Indonesia: Plastic waste import to be

stopped by 2025

(ft) Indonesia will ban plastic waste imports starting

next year, as announced by Environment Minister

Hanif Faisol Nurrofiq. The government will establish a

surveillance system and enforce laws to prevent

violations of the ban, which applies to all types of

plastic waste, including sorted waste.

Nurrofiq urged importers to focus on reducing waste

within Indonesia instead of prioritizing profits. He

highlighted the need for collaboration to maintain

adequate plastic and paper supplies for industry. In

2023, 38.25 percent of Indonesia's 38.2 million tons of

waste went unmanaged, with plastic waste making up

19.21 percent of the total. [Antara]

Indonesia: Rohingya refugees arrive in

Aceh

https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-slhhlkk-l-jly/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-slhhlkk-l-jly/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-slhhlkk-l-jlj/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-slhhlkk-l-jlt/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-slhhlkk-l-jli/


(gk) More than ninety Rohingya refugees arrived in

Indonesia’s Aceh coast illegally, bringing with them six

deceased individuals. The group of refugees were

found stranded on the coast of Est Aceh Madat District.

The refugees have now been shifted to a temporary

shelter, where dozens of other Rohingya immigrants

who previously landed have been accommodated.

Preliminary information indicates that six of the

deceased lost their lives while at sea and have now

been buried in a public cemetery. Local officials are

coordinating with the United Nations High

Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) and other

international organizations for assistance in handling

the situation.

Indonesia has increasingly become a destination for

the Rohingya residents who are escaping persecution

in Myanmar. Hundreds of Rohingya refugees continue

to land in Aceh and nearby provinces regularly, facing

opposition from local residents and enduring

mistreatment by smugglers. [Jakarta Globe] [Antara]

Laos: Children account for over 60 percent

of UXO victims

(mt) More than 60 percent of those injured or killed by

unexploded ordnance (UXO) in Laos this year were

children, officials revealed at a meeting in Vientiane.

With 48 UXO incidents recorded so far, nine people

were killed, and 62.5 percent of the victims were

children, often due to playing with explosives.

Officials emphasized the urgent need for stronger risk

awareness campaigns and more effective UXO

clearance. The United States, which has contributed

nearly $400 million to UXO clearance efforts,

reaffirmed its commitment to reducing UXO hazards

that continue to threaten lives and hinder

development in Laos. [Vientiane Times]

Laos: Red Cross provides financial aid to

flood victims

(mt) The Lao Red Cross distributed financial aid to

flood victims in Hongsa District, Xayaboury Province,

with funding from the Swiss Red Cross. The assistance

targets the 340 families across 11 affected villages,

helping residents address their immediate needs

following the disaster. The cash distribution is

structured based on household size: families with 1-5
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members received LAK 1.2 million (55 USD), those with

6-10 members received 2 million kip, and families with

over 10 members received LAK 2.6 million kip.

The total aid exceeded LAK 530 million (24,183 USD).

[Lao News Agency]

Laos: Luang Namtha province launches

new power grid project

(mt) Luang Namtha Province has announced a new

project to develop a 22-kilovolt medium-voltage power

grid stretching 143 kilometers to enhance regional

energy infrastructure and support economic growth.

The project includes a 0.4-kilovolt low-voltage

extension to improve access for rural areas.

The signing ceremony on October 31, 2024, involved

key officials, including the Head of the Energy and

Mines Department and the Deputy Governor. With a

total investment of LAK 218.7 billion, the construction

is set to last four years, backed by state funding as part

of the 2024 investment plan. [Lao News Agency]

Laos: Severe destruction of local irrigation

infrastructure by flooding unveiled

(mt) Recent flooding from July to September has

significantly damaged Laos' irrigation infrastructure,

impacting 300 projects across 12 provinces and

affecting nearly 15,000 hectares of agricultural land.

Thonglei Senganong, Deputy Director General of the

Department of Irrigation, reported that losses are

estimated at LAK 592 billion (USD 27 million).

Vientiane Capital, Houaphanh, and Luang Namtha

were hit hardest, with 34 projects damaged and losses

reaching LAK 118 billion (USD 5.3 million). With nearly

8,000 hectares severely affected, the urgency to

restore irrigation systems is critical, especially for the

upcoming dry season’s crops, to ensure farmers can

produce on schedule. [Laotian Times]

Laos: Inflation rates decline in October

(mt) Laos's inflation rate decreased slightly to 20.7

percent in October, down from 21.7 percent in

September, according to the National Statistics Bureau.

The Consumer Price Index also rose, from 245.8 in
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September to 249.6 in October, reflecting the ongoing

increase in living costs. Notably, healthcare and

medicine costs saw a decline of 30.8 percent, yet they

remain among the highest expenses.

Meanwhile, accommodation, water, electricity, and

cooking gas increased by 29.8 percent, and restaurant

and hotel prices rose by 27.5 percent. Other notable

increases include household appliances (27.3 percent),

education costs (26.3 percent), and food and non-

alcoholic beverages (22.1 percent).

The decline in the inflation rate is attributed to

reduced exchange rate pressures, fluctuations in

global oil prices, and challenges in the domestic

market's adjustment. [Laotian Times]

Laos: Journalists' association launches

website for environmental awareness

(mt) The Lao Journalists’ Association (LJA) has launched

the “Green Action through Mass Media, and Civil

Society in Laos” (GAMCIL) website to enhance

environmental awareness and provide resources for

journalists and civil society organizations.

Unveiled on October 29, the site serves as a digital hub

for comprehensive news coverage, training materials,

and environmental advocacy. Funded by the European

Union in partnership with the Ministry of Information,

Culture, and Tourism, the project aims to equip around

6,000 media professionals and civil society actors in

Vientiane, Luang Prabang, and Champassak. [The

Laotian Times][Vientiane Times]

Laos: Oudomxay province initiates

feasibility study for sustainable tourism

at water basin

(mt) Oudomxay Province has authorized a private

company to conduct a feasibility study for

transforming the Namhin View water basin into a

sustainable tourist destination. A Memorandum of

Understanding (MOU) was signed between provincial

authorities and Nam Hin View Complex Company

Limited, with Deputy Governor Somchit Panyasack

present. The project, located in Nam Oun and

Thasaleung villages, aims to develop various tourism

facilities, including a pedestrian street, supermarket,

swimming pools, accommodations, entertainment

venues, and recreational areas.
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The feasibility study will assess the project's economic,

technical, environmental, and social viability, focusing

on land suitability, investment needs, and strategic

project design. This initiative seeks to enhance the

local economy while preserving environmental and

social values, marking a significant step toward

sustainable tourism development in the region. [Lao

News Agency]

Laos: Strengthening rehabilitation

workforce for better healthcare

(mt) The Ministry of Health recently concluded a

Consultation Meeting on Rehabilitation Workforce

Evaluation, addressing significant challenges in the

sector, including a shortage of qualified professionals

and limited access to services. Held on October 28, the

workshop aimed to gather evidence to support the

implementation of Laos's National Strategy for Human

Resources for Health, with support from the U.S.

Agency for International Development through the

Okard project.

Using the World Health Organization's Guide for

Rehabilitation Workforce Evaluation, the meeting

focused on establishing a Rehabilitation Workforce

Task Team and outlining roles, responsibilities, and

data collection processes.

The evaluation seeks to identify challenges and inform

policy decisions to enhance the rehabilitation

workforce and improve service quality, ultimately

benefiting the health and quality of life for citizens in

Laos. [Vientiane Times]

Malaysia: Prime Minister announces

stricter laws to combat cyberbullying

(ga) Prime Minister Anwar Ibrahim announced that the

government will introduce stricter laws to combat the

growing issue of cyberbullying. A related bill is set to be

tabled at the next Parliament sitting. Anwar

emphasized that authorities such as the Malaysian

Communications and Multimedia Commission (MCMC)

and the Royal Malaysia Police (PDRM) would be

instructed to take strong action against offenders.

The Prime Minister further stated that while the nation

values freedom, it does not extend to committing

crimes, including bullying. He highlighted that bullying

could have serious psychological impacts, including
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mental abuse that poses risks to safety and life. Anwar

reiterated that Malaysia supports freedom and justice

but will not tolerate acts of oppression, insult, or

abuse. [Bernama]

Malaysia: Ruling alliances reaffirm

collaboration for Sabah state election

(ga) Barisan Nasional (BN) chairman Dr. Ahmad Zahid

Hamidi confirmed the coalition's partnership with

Pakatan Harapan (PH) for the upcoming Sabah state

election, stating that there will be no overlap of seats

between the two coalitions. He indicated that both

coalitions would use their respective logos and

maintain the same formula for seat distribution, also

collaborating with other groups like Gabungan Rakyat

Sabah (GRS).

During a press conference in Kuching, Zahid

emphasized that any statements on behalf of BN and

PH must come from their coalition leaders, noting that

comments from individual party leaders do not reflect

official party decisions. Consultations among leaders of

the component parties are ongoing, but the coalition

remains cautious about negotiations. [Bernama 1]

The Deputy Prime Minister further stated that the

Sabah state election next year will act as a “testing

ground” for the cooperation between Pakatan Harapan

(PH) and Barisan Nasional (BN). He emphasized that

the election is crucial for evaluating their collaboration

ahead of the general election and for maintaining

political stability in the unity government. [New Straits

Times]

Meanwhile, Gabungan Rakyat Sabah (GRS, Sabah

People's Coalition) - a coalition of political parties

based in Sabah state - is open to discussions with all

political parties, including BN, as it seeks to enhance

cooperation ahead of the 17th Sabah state election.

GRS chairman Hajiji Noor emphasized the coalition's

focus on unity among its local component parties while

also strengthening ties with PH to advance

development in Sabah. He stated that the upcoming

election in 2025 will empower the people to decide

their government through democratic means.

Following a statement from BN chairman Dr Ahmad

Zahid Hamidi regarding potential cooperation between

BN, PH, and GRS, Hajiji confirmed plans for a GRS

leaders' meeting next month to discuss seat allocation

for the election. [The Star] [Bernama 2]
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Malaysia: Sarawak state requests USD 22

billion for development projects

(oc) Sarawak's Premier, Abang Johari, has stated that

USD 22 billion is required for development projects

outlined under Malaysia's 13th Plan (13MP).

These projects include constructing new roads,

upgrading existing infrastructure, and investing in

essential utilities like clean water and electricity. Johari

noted that providing electricity is a pressing issue, as

approximately 5,500 households in Sarawak still lack

access.

In his speech at the 13MP Engagement Session on

October 30, Johari detailed the proposed budget

allocations, including USD 4 billion for the water

industry and USD 1.8 billion for new healthcare

facilities. He expressed hope that the federal

government would address Sarawak's specific needs.

Malaysia's Minister of Economic Affairs, Rafizi Ramli,

attended the session. The 13th Malaysia Plan is an

economic blueprint aimed at promoting development

at both national and local levels. [Malay Mail]

Malaysia: Anti-corruption agency

launches investigations into state

investment losses, fertilizer cartel

allegations

(ga) The Malaysian Anti-Corruption Commission

(MACC) has initiated two separate investigations: one

into substantial financial losses incurred by state

investment entities, Khazanah Nasional Berhad and

Permodalan Nasional Berhad (PNB), and another into a

suspected cartel allegedly manipulating fertilizer

supply contracts for padi farming.

Khazanah and PNB investment loss

The MACC has launched an investigation into the

losses incurred by Khazanah Nasional Berhad – the

government’s sovereign wealth fund – and investment

management company Permodalan Nasional Berhad

(PNB) from their investment in the e-commerce

platform FashionValet Sdn Bhd. This inquiry is essential

due to the involvement of public funds and aims to

determine any potential criminal activities or

governance issues.
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In 2018, Khazanah and PNB invested a total of MYR 47

million (USD 10.34 million) – MYR 27 million from

Khazanah and MYR 20 million from PNB – for minority

stakes in FashionValet. However, they sold their shares

for just MYR 3.1 million in 2023, leading to a significant

loss of MYR 43.9 million (USD 9.66 million).  

Khazanah stated that the sale was a responsible exit to

facilitate the company's growth under new ownership,

while PNB noted that its losses should be

contextualized within its overall portfolio of MYR 337

billion in managed assets. Both companies, along with

FashionValet, have been instructed to explain the

circumstances surrounding this financial decline. [The

Star] [Malay Mail]

Fertilizer supply cartel

In a second case, the MACC investigates a suspected

cartel controlling padi fertilizer contracts worth MYR

1.8 billion (USD 381.6 million), linked to an association

under a government ministry. Over the past two days,

MACC conducted multiple raids in Kuala Lumpur,

targeting the association's headquarters, the ministry,

and nine associated companies.

The contracts, awarded over 30 months from 2021 to

2023, involve producing and distributing fertilizer to

farmers through the association's state offices.

Investigators are examining corrupt practices in the

procurement of fertilizer and raw materials, with a

focus on potential abuse of power by the board

members involved in company selection.

Documents related to the projects have been seized,

and six officials from the ministry and the association

are under investigation. MACC chief commissioner

Azam Baki confirmed the investigation and noted that

arrests may have occurred to aid the inquiry, which is

being conducted under Sections 16, 18, and 23 of the

MACC Act 2009. [Bernama] [Free Malaysia Today]

Myanmar: Cholera outbreak in Mandalay

region

(anl) Residents and aid organizations have reported a

surge in cholera cases across several townships in

Myanmar’s Mandalay Region, leading to fatalities. The

outbreak, which began on October 20, has spread to

multiple villages in Patheingyi Township, including

Thaegon Ywamagyi, Kondan, and Thaegon Kwat Thit.

Locals have observed a rapid rise in cases and deaths,

estimating that the death toll may be around 40, with
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young children comprising the majority of those

deceased. Hospitals in Mandalay have reported a

substantial influx of patients seeking treatment for

diarrhea. Additionally, residents in Chanayethazan

Township have reported related cases and fatalities.

Despite the escalating situation, neither local

authorities nor the junta’s Health Department in

Mandalay have released official statements. Residents

report that certain diarrhea medications are now

unavailable in local pharmacies, particularly in Kondan

village. In response, Patheingyi’s Health Department

has begun spraying disinfectants and administering

vaccinations in affected households. Local social

organizations are urging residents to take precautions

with food and water consumption and to wear masks

in public places. [Mizzima]

Myanmar: UN Special Envoy on Myanmar

criticizes “zero-sum mentality” among

warring parties

(tl) United Nations (UN) Special Envoy to Myanmar Julie

Bishop has condemned the "zero-sum mentality"

among parties involved in the country’s prolonged

conflict. Julie Bishop made the remarks in her first

address to a UN General Assembly committee after

being appointed in April. The UN envoy said she had

been able to visit Myanmar and met with coup leader

Min Aung Hlain. Bishop also met representatives from

ethnic armed groups and political parties, including

Nobel laureate Daw Aung San Suu Kyi.

She emphasized that reconciliation requires an end to

violence, accountability, and unrestricted access for

the UN and its partners, especially for marginalized

communities such as the Rohingya. The special envoy

highlighted that human suffering in Myanmar has

reached unprecedented levels, with 3.4 million people

displaced by ongoing violence.

She further warned that criminal networks operating

from Myanmar have spiraled "out of control," stating:

“The sheer scale of arms production and trade, human

trafficking, drug manufacturing and trafficking, and

scam centers means Myanmar now ranks highest

among all member states for organized crime."

Nicholas Koumjian, chairman of the UN investigative

mechanism, also condemned the increased frequency

and severity of war crimes and crimes against

humanity in Myanmar, noting a surge in air strikes by

Myanmar forces. [Barrons][The Irrawaddy][DVB News]
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Myanmar: Junta pardons former

government minister U Win Khine

(tl) Myanmar's military government has pardoned U

Win Khine, the former National League for Democracy

(NLD) government’s minister of electricity and energy.

The 73-year-old former minister, who served from

2017 to 2021, suffers from clogged arteries and is

currently in critical condition.

In December 2021, the military junta detained U Win

Khine on corruption charges and sentenced him to 28

years in prison. According to the Assistance Association

for Political Prisoners (AAPP), U Win Khine was unjustly

imprisoned and received inadequate medical care,

leading to a decline in his health.

The AAPP reports that since the coup, 103 political

prisoners have died in custody, 63 of whom

succumbed due to a lack of proper medical treatment.

[The Irrawaddy][Eleven News Media]

Myanmar: China’s trade restrictions spark

rise in commodity prices and shortages in

Kachin, Shan states

(anl) Local residents report that China’s heightened

trade restrictions at its border crossings with Myanmar

have led to sharp increases in commodity prices and

significant shortages in Kachin and Shan states since

mid-October. The restrictions, affecting key border

points such as Muse and Chinshwehaw in northern

Shan State, Mongla in eastern Shan, and Lweje and

Kampaiti in Kachin, have nearly halted cross-border

trade.

In addition to major border crossings, China has

tightened controls at smaller local checkpoints.

Crossings like Hpimaw, Myjayan, and Laiza in Kachin,

as well as Namhkam and Kyin San Kyawt in northern

Shan State, are also closed.

As a result, prices for essential goods – including fuel,

medicine, and consumer products – continue to soar in

these regions. In Muse, locals face long waits for

limited fuel supplies, with prices reaching MMK 50,000

(approximately 24 USD) per car. Goods are permitted

only through specific gates and in limited quantities,

further driving up prices. Additionally, in Kutkai,

residents report gasoline costs of MMK 7,800

https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-slhhlkk-l-jjr/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-slhhlkk-l-jjy/


(approximately 4 USD) per liter, along with inflation

affecting medicine and household items.

Local sources suggest that China’s trade restrictions

may be a calculated effort to pressure ethnic

revolutionary groups, such as the Kachin

Independence Army (KIA) and Ta’ang National

Liberation Army (TNLA), to ease their resistance

against the junta. With no indication of these

restrictions easing, residents are grappling with

extreme price hikes on essential goods. [Mizzima]

Myanmar: Renewed fighting causes road

closures and rising prices in Kachin State

(anl) Fighting has resumed in Indaw along the

Myitkyina-Mandalay Road in Kachin State since

November 1, causing road closures and a sharp rise in

goods prices. Since August 16, combined armed

groups have been attacking military bases in Indaw

and blocking the main road. While bypass routes are

available, they are narrow village roads or unpaved

paths suitable only for smaller vehicles.

These road closures have led to significant price hikes

across Kachin State. In Myitkyina, gasoline now costs

around MMK 9,000 (approximately 4.3 USD) per liter,

with some stations halting sales. A health worker

reported that pork prices have risen to over MMK

50,000 kyats (around 24 USD) per viss (1 viss = 1.68

kilograms), and fish costs more than MMK 40,000 kyats

(approximately 19 USD). Government employees

unable to afford motorcycles are now walking or

cycling. [Eleven Media]

Myanmar: Junta and TLNA fighting for key

intersection

(nf) Anti-regime forces have reportedly surrounded

junta troops attempting to regain control of an

intersection linking northern Shan State with Mandalay

Region on the Mandalay-Lashio road. The strategic

point, located in Ohnmathee, Nawnghkio Township,

connects roads to various regions in northern Shan

and Mandalay.

According to a Nawnghkio People’s Defense Force

(PDF) source, around 100 junta soldiers from Wetwun

village in Pyin Oo Lwin Township and Mandalay’s

Central Command advanced into Ta’ang National

Liberation Army (TNLA)-controlled Kantkaw village on
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October 19, resulting in clashes. Fighting has

intensified since October 22, as junta troops advanced

with air and artillery support, forcing TNLA and allied

Mandalay PDF forces to tactically withdraw and

encircle the village.

Junta forces reportedly suffered heavy casualties

during the clashes. The conflict has displaced over

2,000 residents from Kantkaw, Bantbwe, and nearby

villages, who are now sheltering in forests and distant

villages. [The Irrawaddy]

Myanmar: Military arrests charity leader

following funeral for democracy leader

(tl) Myanmar’s military regime has detained a

prominent charity leader and seven others in

Mandalay, allegedly in retaliation for their involvement

in the funeral of democracy leader Dr. Zaw Myint

Maung.

About 20 plainclothes junta personnel reportedly

arrived at the Parahita Min Kaung Ambulance and

Rescue Services head office in Aung Chantha village.

This charity, which provides free ambulance and

funeral services, played a critical role in pandemic

relief and delivering aid to flood victims.

The detainees, including a 14-year-old, were taken to

Naypyitaw for questioning about their attendance at

the funeral. Tens of thousands attended the funeral,

which evolved into a spontaneous demonstration of

resistance against the junta. [Myanmar Now] [The

Irrawaddy 1]

In a separate incident, the regime has arrested

Burmese-Indian activist Shine Htet Aung, who went

missing after criticizing a Myanmar film for being racist

towards Hindus. He disappeared on October 26 after

posting a film review on Facebook that went viral.

The military regime announced that Shine Htet Aung,

also known as Vuy Htet Kumar, was detained at the

police station in his hometown of Hlaing Township. The

police are investigating him for "inciting propaganda

through social media to undermine national stability."

The arrest followed calls for his detention by pro-

regime channels on the social media platform

Telegram, which accused him of "inciting racial and

religious hatred."

According to Myanmar's 2014 census, Hindus

constitute only 0.5 percent of the country's population,

https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-slhhlkk-l-jji/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-slhhlkk-l-jjd/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-slhhlkk-l-jjh/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-slhhlkk-l-jjh/


while 88 percent identify as Buddhist and 4.3 percent

as Muslim. [The Irrawaddy 2][Radio Free Asia]

Philippines: ex-President Duterte admits

to using ‘death squad’ as mayor, defends

drug war amid ICC probe

(lm) Former Philippine President Rodrigo Duterte made

a striking admission before the Senate, revealing that

he had maintained a “death squad” of gangsters tasked

with killing criminals during his tenure as mayor of

Davao City. Duterte, who gained national prominence

in 2016 with a pledge to replicate his tough anti-crime

approach across the country, described his Davao

death squad as a group of seven gangsters—not police

officers—whom he directed to eliminate suspected

criminals under threat of retaliation if they refused.

Duterte’s candid admissions coincided with an ongoing

International Criminal Court (ICC) investigation into his

nationwide anti-drug campaign, which reportedly led

to thousands of deaths. Official Philippine police

records estimate more than 6,250 people died during

the drug war, although rights groups place the figure

as high as 30,000, asserting many victims were

targeted without substantial evidence of involvement

in drug activities.

During his Senate testimony, Duterte remained

unapologetic, declaring, “I offer no apologies, no

excuses... I did it for my country.” He admitted to

instructing police to "encourage" suspects to resist

arrest, providing officers with justification for lethal

force. This tactic continued during his presidency,

which saw relentless operations targeting drug

suspects.

The ICC, which regards the killings as possible “crimes

against humanity,” has retained jurisdiction over

alleged offenses prior to the Philippines’ 2019

withdrawal from the court under Duterte’s orders.

Despite this withdrawal, the ICC continues to

investigate the crackdown, focusing also on

extrajudicial killings during Duterte’s time as mayor.

Current President Ferdinand Marcos Jr. has maintained

aspects of the anti-drug policy but has shifted toward a

strategy emphasizing prevention and rehabilitation. He

has also stated that his administration will not

cooperate with the ICC probe, maintaining a stance

consistent with Duterte’s legacy.

Facing families of victims and critics at the Senate

hearing, Duterte reiterated his defense of the drug
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war, citing his strong aversion to drugs and warning of

a resurgence in drug-related crimes since his

departure from office. He voiced concerns about

returning drug suppliers, which he claimed were once

more threatening the public. [Al Jazeera] [BBC] [Voice

of America]

(alm) Duterte stated “I’ll wipe all of you”, referring to

drug dealers and criminals, where given another

chance as Mayor for the city Davao. Former senator

Leila de Lima who was arrested and detained during

Duterte’s presidency, stated before the Senate that

Duterte had long evaded justice and accountability and

that there was “A culture of fear” during his presidency.

Randy delos Santos re-experienced this at the hearing

stating that he was frightened by Duterte’s use of

profanities, creating a feeling that innocent people

would be killed again. [ABC News]

Philippines: Over half of children

experience violent discipline, UNICEF

report finds

(rv) A United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF) study

found that a lack of funding, poor long-term budget

planning and poor implementation of laws and policies

are leaving children’s rights and welfare to remain

unprotected in the Philippines.

The 15-year study done in partnership between the

Philippine government, Australian government, UN

Population Fund and UNICEF included findings on

domestic violence, child labour and child marriages.

It found that more than 23 million children under 14,

or more than half of Philippines children in the age

group are violently disciplined at home. Three in five

children were also found to have experienced at least

one form of violent discipline in 2022.

Ranging from physical violence to psychological

aggression, young children in the age group of three to

nine were the most affected with three out of five

children experiencing them. Two in five children aged

one to two are also subjected to physical and

psychological discipline. Child abuse cases have also

gone up in 2024 and school bullying remains a

problem.

UNICEF noted that emotional and psychological

violence remains the most common form of domestic

violence, taking place four times more frequently than

physical or sexual violence.
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On child labor, it found that 82,000 child laborers are

in the country with three out of five involved in

dangerous, exploitative, unhealthy or unsafe work in

2022. The highest number of child laborers were

recorded in Cagayan Valley, Caraga Administrative

Region, Bangsamoro Autonomous Region in Muslim

Mindanao which also have high poverty incidence

rates.

Child marriages are still an occurrence with 460,000

girls getting married or entering live-in arrangements

before turning 18.  One in ten girls aged 15-19 have

also experienced physical or sexual violence in 2022.

UNICEF has urged decision making bodies to utilize the

data to strengthen children's right and welfare policies.

[Philstar]

Philippines: Inflation remains within

target, allowing for potential rate cuts

(lm) Philippine inflation rose by 2.3 percent year-on-

year in October, staying within market expectations

and the central bank’s 2-2.8 percent estimate,

providing room for continued rate cuts. With core

inflation steady at 2.4 percent, the Bangko Sentral ng

Pilipinas (BSP) is considering another quarter-point

rate cut next month. The central bank’s “measured

approach” aims to keep inflation near the lower end of

its 2-4 percent target, despite possible future risks,

particularly from recent weather-related disruptions

impacting food supply. [yahoo!finance]

Philippines: Maersk launches largest

distribution center to enhance supply

chain

(lm) Maersk, a leading global logistics company

providing supply chain solutions in over 130 countries,

inaugurated its largest distribution center in the

Philippines, the 10-hectare Optimus Distribution Center

in Calamba, Laguna. The facility, attended by President

Ferdinand Marcos Jr. and Trade Secretary Cristina

Roque, features a 76,000-pallet capacity and advanced

Fleet Operational Control Centre to support logistics

across Southern Luzon. Optimus, aiming for LEED

certification, will cater to sectors like consumer goods,

healthcare, and retail. [Maersk]
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Philippines: Three arrested in connection

to American’s kidnapping in Zamboanga

(lm) Philippine police have arrested three suspects in

the October 17 kidnapping of American citizen Elliot

Onil Eastman, 26, in Sibuco, Zamboanga del Norte.

Eastman, who was shot in the leg during the

abduction, is believed to be alive. Police Lt. Col. Helen

Galvez confirmed ongoing search operations, including

house-to-house searches in an undisclosed area.

Two suspects surrendered separately and implicated a

third individual, who was subsequently arrested. Police

have filed abduction charges against six suspects, with

three others still at large. Authorities suspect the

kidnappers are part of a criminal gang rather than one

of the Muslim rebel groups previously active in the

region. The assailants, armed with M16 rifles and

disguised as police officers, shot Eastman when he

attempted to escape, dragged him into a motorboat,

and fled.

Eastman, a resident of Vermont, had been in the

Philippines for several months to attend his Filipino

wife’s graduation. Authorities emphasized that while

this kidnapping appears isolated, it underscores

longstanding security challenges in the southern

Philippines, an area marked by poverty and occasional

criminal activity despite the peace agreement with the

Moro Islamic Liberation Front and the weakening of

groups like Abu Sayyaf. [Associated Press]

Philippines: Government braces for

Typhoon Yinxing as previous cyclones

leave over 140 dead, crops devastated

(lm) The Philippines is preparing for Typhoon Yinxing,

expected to hit later this week, while still recovering

from two recent cyclones that left at least 146 people

dead. Government efforts are underway to pre-

position food supplies, deploy rescue personnel, and

evacuate residents from high-risk areas. Yinxing, locally

named Marce, currently carries winds of 120 kph and

is predicted to bring more than 200 mm of rain to

Cagayan by November 7. Up to 24 million people could

be affected by the storm, marking the fourth major

weather event to hit the country in just over a month.

[Reuters]

The impact of Severe Tropical Storm Trami and Super

Typhoon Kong-Rey in late October revealed the harsh

consequences of climate-related disasters. Trami

brought intense rain, flooding, and landslides to Luzon,
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displacing thousands. Just days later, Kong-Rey

intensified into a super typhoon with 195 kph winds,

devastating the northern provinces with storm surges

and high waves. According to the National Disaster

Risk Reduction and Management Council, the back-to-

back storms affected 8.6 million people and forced

over 740,000 into evacuation centers. The twin

cyclones also disrupted infrastructure, with nearly 800

roads and around 100 bridges rendered impassable

and widespread power outages affecting over 300

communities.

The storms dealt a heavy blow to Philippine

agriculture, particularly rice and corn, resulting in

damages of PHP 11.5 billion (USD 197 million) this year.

The recent storms inflicted severe damage, notably

with over PHP 4 billion (USD 70 million) in rice crop

losses, intensifying concerns about inflation and food

security.

The back-to-back weather events have heightened calls

for climate action. Science Secretary Renato Solidum

highlighted the urgent reality of climate change, saying,

“Its effects are tangible, and we are experiencing

disasters as a result of human choices.” Greenpeace

echoed this sentiment, urging the Philippine

government to hold fossil fuel companies accountable

for loss and damage and advocating for a global

phase-out of fossil fuels. [Bangkok Post] [Mongabay]

Singapore: Lee Hsien Yang alleges

increasing repression, corruption, says he

sought asylum due to persecution

(lm) Lee Hsien Yang, youngest son of Singapore’s

founding leader Lee Kuan Yew, alleges that the nation

has become increasingly repressive and corrupt in the

decade since his father’s death. Now living in the

United Kingdom under political asylum, Lee claims that

Singaporean authorities, led by his brother, former

Prime Minister Lee Hsien Loong, have weaponized

laws to silence critics, himself included. He described

the legal actions against him and his family as part of a

campaign of state-led persecution, citing instances of

criminal and defamation charges as retaliation for his

outspoken stance.

In an interview from London, Lee asserted that

Singapore’s affluent image conceals severe repression,

where rights to free speech and assembly are tightly

restricted. He highlighted the sharp rise in Singaporean

asylum seekers and restrictions on freedom of

expression, including strict defamation and sedition

laws targeting dissenters. He claims the government’s

https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-slhhlkk-l-jtu/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-slhhlkk-l-jil/


recent “online falsehoods” law allows authorities to

censor criticism and has emboldened officials to stifle

voices that challenge the status quo.

The Singapore government strongly rejected Lee’s

accusations, calling them a “personal vendetta.”

Officials emphasized that Lee’s participation in

opposition politics during the 2020 elections indicates

freedom rather than repression and reiterated the

country’s high global anti-corruption rankings. They

stated that legal proceedings against Lee were

justified, following a court ruling that found him and

his wife guilty of misleading their father during will

preparations.

Beyond domestic issues, Lee alleged that Singaporean

institutions have become increasingly implicated in

international corruption scandals, tarnishing the city-

state’s reputation for integrity. He referenced major

cases like the Malaysian 1MDB scandal and Brazil’s

Operation Car Wash, both of which reportedly involved

Singaporean banks and companies. He also

highlighted the USD 1.75 billion in assets recently

seized from Chinese nationals in a money-laundering

case, contending that such incidents indicate systemic

vulnerabilities.

While Lee declined to clarify if he intends to formally

join Singapore’s opposition, he expressed his

determination to continue speaking out despite what

he calls “risks of further attacks.” Hoping for political

reform, he said he aspires to see change in Singapore’s

governance and wishes for a future where he can

safely return. The Singapore government countered

that Lee, still a citizen, is free to return without fear of

persecution and maintained that its legal system

ensures strict anti-corruption measures and fair

prosecutions. [Associated Press] [ChannelNews Asia]

Singapore: Prime Minister Lawrence Wong

faces pressure to reform PAP ahead of

election

(lm) According to a recent report by Nikkei Asia,

Singapore’s Prime Minister Lawrence Wong is under

increasing pressure to reform the ruling People’s

Action Party (PAP) as the next general election

approaches, likely by November 2025. Wong, who

became prime minister in May, may soon assume the

party's top position of secretary-general, currently held

by former Prime Minister Lee Hsien Loong. Observers

suggest that Wong's leadership within the PAP is

essential to instill public confidence ahead of the

election, given his emphasis on renewal and inclusivity.
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Wong has indicated plans for reform, including a focus

on gender balance in parliament, stating his aim to

field more female candidates in the coming election.

This marks a shift in a traditionally male-dominated

party, as only three out of 19 cabinet members are

currently women.

The PAP, which has governed Singapore since 1965,

faces criticisms of elitism, with lawmakers earning

salaries significantly higher than the national median

income of SGD 62,000 (USD 46,900). Wong, recognized

as the highest-paid leader globally, has highlighted a

need for empathy and transparency to counter

perceptions of arrogance within the party. Analysts

suggest regular engagement with underrepresented

groups could build trust, especially amid recent

challenges, including a bribery scandal involving

former transport minister S. Iswaran.

At the National Day Rally in August, Wong called for a

“major reset” in Singapore’s policies, aiming to

resonate with citizens’ concerns and ensure the PAP

remains attuned to public needs as it prepares for the

upcoming electoral race. [Nikkei Asia]

Singapore: National Anti-Money

Laundering Strategy published to combat

financial crime

(fi) Singapore recently introduced its National Anti-

Money Laundering (AML) Strategy, aiming to bolster

the country’s defenses against money laundering by

focusing on three core pillars: prevention, detection,

and enforcement. This strategic framework addresses

rising money laundering risks, particularly through a

"whole-of-society" approach, encompassing

coordination and collaboration across agencies, a

strong legal and regulatory framework, and

strengthened international partnerships. [Monetary

Authority of Singapore] [National Anti-Money

Laundering Strategy Singapore 2024]

This comes after one of Singapore’s largest money

laundering scandals in August 2023, in which

authorities seized or froze over SGP 2.8 billion

(approximately USD 2 billion) in assets. The operation,

which led to the arrest of 10 foreign nationals on

charges including money laundering and forgery,

exposed vulnerabilities in the financial system.

In response, Singapore introduced tighter regulations

in October 2024, such as enhanced data sharing

between agencies and targeted oversight of inactive
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companies, aiming to improve early detection and

enforcement.

Singapore: New public sector report

highlights progress in education, jobs,

health, and housing

(lm) The 2024 Singapore Public Sector Outcomes

Review, a biennial report by the Ministry of Finance

assessing national progress across key areas,

highlights significant improvements in education,

employment, housing, and healthcare. This report

evaluates outcomes across social, economic, and

environmental sectors, offering a snapshot of the

government’s initiatives to meet Singaporeans' needs.

Notably, the review indicates that pre-school capacity

has expanded to over 200,000 full-day spots to meet

rising demand, while the employment rate for

residents aged 25 to 64 rose to 82.6 percent in 2023,

up from 80.8 percent pre-pandemic. Professional,

managerial, executive, and technical (PMET) jobs made

up 56.3 percent of new positions in 2023, and the

share of PMET employment increased to 62.6 percent.

In housing, COVID-19-related delays have been

alleviated, reducing Housing Board flat waiting times

from five years in 2022 to just under four years in

2023. Healthcare, however, faces challenges, with

median public hospital waiting times rising from two

hours in 2019 to 7.2 hours in 2023 due to an aging

population and infrastructure delays. To address this,

the government plans to expand public hospital bed

capacity by 2030.

The economy has shown resilience despite external

challenges, with real GDP growth averaging 2.6 percent

per year from 2019 to 2023. The report also highlights

collaborative efforts under the Forward Singapore

initiative, which engaged over 200,000 citizens to help

shape the nation’s social compact. Additionally, the

Mentoring SG program has supported youth

development by connecting over 6,000 young people

with more than 2,500 skilled mentors. [The Straits

Times 1] [The Straits Times 2]

Singapore: Upcoming shared

responsibility framework targets phishing

scam accountability
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(fi) Starting December 16, Singapore will implement the

Shared Responsibility Framework (SRF) to hold

financial institutions (FIs), major payment service

providers (PSPs), and telecommunications companies

(telcos) accountable for losses from phishing scams.

Jointly developed by the Monetary Authority of

Singapore (MAS) and the Infocomm Media

Development Authority (IMDA), the SRF aims to

enhance consumer protection by establishing clear

liabilities for these entities when scam-related duties

are not met.

The SRF mandates specific duties for FIs, PSPs, and

telcos. For example, FIs and PSPs must set up a “kill

switch” feature for blocking suspicious account activity,

introduce a cooling-off period for new device logins,

and employ real-time fraud surveillance. Telcos are

tasked with filtering unauthorized SMS sources and

using machine learning to detect malicious URLs in

messages.

A “waterfall” approach determines compensation,

prioritizing FIs for covering losses if responsibilities are

breached, with telcos assuming secondary

responsibility if both sectors fall short. This framework

supports a fair claim process, including a structured,

four-stage investigation for phishing victims.

This framework provides consumers with structured

recourse, including escalation options with the

Financial Industry Disputes Resolution Centre (FIDReC)

for cases outside SRF scope. [Fintech News]

Singapore: Former politician Charles Yeo

claims government pursuing extradition

from United Kingdom

(lm) Charles Yeo, a former Singaporean politician and

lawyer who sought asylum in the United Kingdom in

2022, claims the Singapore government filed an

extradition request on October 27. Yeo, who faces

charges in Singapore, stated on social media that he

will contest the extradition at Westminster Magistrates’

Court. The Attorney-General’s Chambers (AGC) has not

commented.

Yeo, previously aligned with Singapore’s Reform Party,

faces six charges in Singapore, including religious

harassment, criminal breach of trust, and forgery. He

asserts these charges are politically motivated.

Following his asylum bid, Singapore issued a warrant

for his arrest, and he has been vocal about what he

perceives as a “politically motivated persecution.”
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This extradition bid comes shortly after news that Lee

Hsien Yang, brother of Singapore’s Prime Minister, and

his wife were granted refugee status in the UK, also

citing political persecution. Singapore has denied such

allegations, asserting the impartiality of its legal system

and pointing to its high standing in global anti-

corruption indices. [The Online Citizen]

Singapore: Government invests USD 204

million to enhance supercomputing

capabilities

(fi) The Singapore government has announced a SGD

270 million (USD 204 million) investment to expand its

supercomputing infrastructure, supporting the

National Supercomputing Centre (NSCC) in hardware

development and talent growth. Deputy Prime Minister

Heng Swee Keat, also chairman of the National

Research Foundation (NRF), introduced the funding

during the launch of NSCC’s new research

supercomputers, Aspire 2A and Aspire 2A+.

The funds will support the development of a successor

to Aspire 2A+, anticipated to be launched in late 2025,

allowing researchers to integrate classical and

quantum computing. Additionally, the NSCC will

collaborate with universities and research institutes to

train workers, and a Young Investigator Seed

Programme will provide resources for early-career

researchers.

This initiative follows Singapore’s July 2024 agreement

with Quantinuum, granting local institutions access to

advanced quantum computing systems, aligning with

the nation’s long-term focus on high-performance

computing and regional innovation partnerships. [Data

Center Dynamics]

Singapore: 40,000 new infant care and

childcare places to open over next five

years

(lm) The Early Childhood Development Agency (ECDA)

in Singapore will add nearly 40,000 infant care and

childcare places by 2029, including 6,000 for infant

care to meet growing demand. This expansion aims for

government-supported preschools to accommodate

80 percent of preschoolers, up from the current 65

percent. This initiative aligns with Singapore’s broader

efforts to create a supportive environment for family
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growth, addressing challenges associated with its aging

society.

From December 9, parents will be able to apply for

childcare subsidies online via the LifeSG application.

Lower-income families with gross monthly incomes of

SGD 6,000 (USD 4,500) or below will qualify for

maximum subsidies, potentially reducing childcare

costs to as low as SGD 3 to SGD 115 (USD 2.25 to USD

86.25) monthly.

Additionally, Spark 2.0, a revised accreditation

framework set to launch in January 2025, will provide

preschools with more flexibility to create programs

tailored to children’s needs. Alongside, an updated

Code of Ethics for educators will guide early childhood

and intervention professionals, emphasizing inclusivity

and ethical standards. To support educator well-being,

ECDA plans to remove Saturday operating

requirements for childcare centers by 2025 and

expand its relief staff pool by year-end. [The Straits

Times]

Singapore: High Court denies Changi

Airport Group’s USD 206 million tax relief

appeal

(fi) Singapore’s High Court dismissed Changi Airport

Group’s (CAG) appeal for capital allowances on SGD

272 million (USD 206 million) in expenditures for

runways, taxiways, and aprons over three years. CAG

argued that these assets, essential for aircraft

operations, should qualify as “plant” under the Income

Tax Act, allowing for tax deductions on asset wear and

tear to reduce corporate tax liabilities.

The Inland Revenue Authority of Singapore (IRAS) and

the Comptroller of Income Tax classified the assets as

structures rather than plant, granting only industrial

building allowances. Justice Choo Han Teck sided with

the Comptroller’s assessment, stating the assets

function primarily as structures for aircraft operations,

rather than as operational equipment or “plant”

integral to business machinery. [Business Times]

Singapore: USD 150 LifeSG credits for 1.2

million national servicemen

(fi) As announced in Budget 2024, eligible past and

present national servicemen in Singapore will receive

SGD 200 (USD 150) in LifeSG credits to honor their
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contributions to the nation’s defense and security. The

LifeSG credits, which function as a form of digital

voucher in the LifeSG mobile app, can be used at any

online or physical merchant that accepts payments via

PayNow UEN QR or NETS QR. They are valid for one

year from the date of disbursement, allowing

servicemen to make purchases easily across various

participating merchants. [MINDEF Singapore]

Thailand: New constitution improbable

before 2027 election

(bk) T Thailand’s plan to draft a new constitution before

the 2027 general election faces delays due to ongoing

disagreements between the House of Representatives

and the Senate over referendum voting thresholds.

According to Nikorn Chamnong, secretary of the joint

House-Senate committee on the constitution

referendum bill, it is now improbable that a new

constitution will be drafted within the government’s

term, meaning the upcoming election in April 2027 will

likely proceed under the 2017 constitution enacted by

a military-led government after a coup.

Initially, the government planned to hold three

referendums, each costing THB 2-3 billion (USD 59-89

million), starting in February 2024 alongside provincial

administration organization elections to minimize

costs. The first referendum would gauge public

support for a new constitution. If approved, a second

would address amending Section 256 of the current

constitution to allow for the drafting process, followed

by a final referendum to approve the draft.

The primary obstacle to a new constitution lies in

unresolved differences between the House of

Representatives and the Senate over referendum

voting requirements. [see AiR No. 41, October/2024, 2]

The House believes that a simple majority vote is

sufficient, while the Senate insists on a stricter "double

majority" rule: over 50 percent of eligible voters must

participate, and the majority of those voting must favor

the referendum. A joint committee has been formed to

reconcile these positions.

Complicating the stalemate, the ruling Pheu Thai Party

(PTP) is advocating for a lower threshold, proposing

that only 20-30 percent of eligible voters should be

required to pass a referendum, especially for issues

with potentially low voter engagement. The proposal

has sparked opposition from the United Thai Nation

Party, which also opposed Pheu Thai’s suggestion to

reduce the number of required referendums from
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three to two to streamline the process. [Bangkok Post

2]

The joint House-Senate committee, now chaired by

Senator Pol Maj Gen Chattawat Saengpet, plans to

consult with agencies like the Election Commission for

input. If the joint committee can resolve the

referendum requirements during its meeting on

November 6, the bill will be deferred for 180 days, after

which the House will have the overriding authority to

make the final decision on the bill and proceed with its

enactment. [Bangkok Post 1]

Amid these delays, Pheu Thai’s legal team has outlined

alternative approaches, including proceeding without

the Senate’s approval, waiting 180 days, or pursuing

amendments without a referendum law. However,

Pheu Thai officials warn that failure to reach a

compromise could push charter reform efforts beyond

the current government’s term, delaying a new

constitution until after the 2027 election. [Bangkok

Post 3]

Thailand: Government affirms Koh Kut

sovereignty amid opposition calls to

revoke MoU with Cambodia

(acs/lm) Thailand’s government and opposition parties

are clashing over a 2001 memorandum of

understanding (MoU) with Cambodia, intended to

facilitate joint development of marine resources in

contested areas of the Gulf of Thailand. Concerns have

arisen over the MoU’s implications for Thai

sovereignty, particularly regarding Koh Kut, a border

island in Trat province, with opposition figures urging

Prime Minister Paetongtarn Shinawatra to annul the

agreement. [Bangkok Post 1]

Opposition members of the Palang Pracharath Party

(PPRP), including MP Thirachai Phuvanatnaranubala,

argue the MoU implicitly endorses Cambodia’s claim

over portions of Koh Kut. PPRP executive Kornkasiwat

Kasemsri noted that while Thailand adheres to the

1958 Geneva Convention on the Law of the Sea,

Cambodia’s claims lack an international legal

foundation, resulting in a disputed area of about

26,000 square kilometers. Opposition leaders,

including General Prawit Wongsuwon, announced

intentions to pursue this issue in parliament, citing

risks of territorial compromise if Cambodian maps

include Thai waters around Koh Kut. [Bangkok Post 2]

In response, Prime Minister Paetongtarn and Interior

Minister Anutin Charnvirakul emphasized Koh Kut’s
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unquestionable status as Thai territory, referencing

legal documents and royal commands that solidify the

island's position within Thailand’s Trat province. Anutin

stressed that the MoU cannot be revoked unilaterally

and would require Cambodia’s agreement,

underscoring that the agreement does not affect Koh

Kut itself. Defence Minister Phumtham Wechayachai

affirmed the MoU is restricted to resource-sharing

within the overlapping claims area (OCA) and poses no

risk to Thai sovereignty. He also noted that any future

talks with Cambodia would require parliamentary

review. [Bangkok Post 3] [Bangkok Post 4]

Royal Thai Navy Chief Admiral Jirapol Wongwit recently

visited Koh Kut to reassure the public of the navy’s

commitment to protecting Thailand’s maritime

boundaries. During his visit, he assessed the

conditions of stationed personnel and emphasized the

navy's core mission to uphold Thailand’s sovereignty.

Admiral Jirapol clarified that discussions on resource-

sharing are managed by the government, not the

military, and stated that Thai and Cambodian

fishermen are currently working peacefully within their

respective territories. [Bangkok Post 5]

Meanwhile, Thai Sang Thai Party deputy secretary

Saknarong Siriporn Na Rajasima voiced concern over

the MoU, contending it indirectly acknowledges

Cambodia’s boundary claim, contradicting

international conventions. He called on the

government to refrain from resource-sharing

agreements until formal boundary demarcations are

established. Former Foreign Minister Noppadon

Pattama dismissed these fears, asserting that Koh Kut

is unequivocally recognized as Thai territory under the

Siam-France Treaty, adding that it cannot be

transferred to Cambodia.

The issue gained legal attention in September 2024

when Thailand’s Constitutional Court dismissed a

petition to declare the MoU unconstitutional, allowing

it to remain in effect. [AiR No. 37, September/2024, 2]

Thailand: Opposition People’s Party

dismisses criticism of ineffective

opposition role

(lm) The People's Party (PP) defended its opposition

role, asserting it has actively scrutinized the

government through parliamentary debates, proposed

bills, and committee reviews. Spokesman Parit

Wacharasindhu emphasized the party's efforts to

advance its campaign goals by introducing 84 bills,

sparking legislative discussion even when full passage
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is unlikely. Parit dismissed criticisms of low public

approval ratings as a chance for self-improvement,

noting that ultimately, the party’s work will be judged

by voters in the next election. [Bangkok Post]

Thailand: Bhumjaithai Party proposes

legislation to preserve village, sub-district

leadership roles

(lm) The Bhumjaithai Party, a key member of the ruling

coalitio government, has introduced two bills aimed at

safeguarding the positions of village and sub-district

headmen within upgraded municipalities, asserting

their importance in supporting community needs.

Party leader and Interior Minister Anutin Charnvirakul

emphasized that these local leaders, known as phuyai

ban (village headmen) and kamnan (sub-district

headmen), play an essential role in coordinating

municipal activities for the benefit of residents.

The proposed legislation comes in response to a

recent Administrative Court decision requiring the

removal of these positions when municipalities are

upgraded to towns or cities. According to the Local

Administration Act, headmen roles are set to be

eliminated within a year when a municipality is

upgraded to a town (thesaban muang) with a

population of 10,000 or a city (thesaban nakhon) with

at least 50,000 residents.

Anutin, who discussed the issue with opposition and

coalition members, hopes for cross-party support

when the bill reaches Parliament on December 12. He

noted that the Village Headmen Association submitted

a letter on October 29 urging the preservation of the

roles, reinforcing their importance in local governance.

Party executive committee member Korawee

Prissananantakul confirmed that Bhumjaithai remains

committed to addressing the concerns of village and

sub-district headmen, acknowledging their value in

local administration. [Bangkok Post]

Thailand: Investigations into Thaksin’s

alleged influence on ruling party and

preferential hospital stay

(lm) Thailand’s Election Commission (EC) and a

parliamentary committee are conducting separate

investigations into former Prime Minister Thaksin

Shinawatra’s alleged influence over the ruling Pheu
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Thai Party and claims of preferential treatment during

his recent detention.

The Election Commission, chaired by Ittiporn

Boonpracong, has consolidated four complaints

regarding Thaksin’s possible influence on Pheu Thai,

led by his daughter and current Prime Minister

Paetongtarn Shinawatra. The complaints, including one

filed by Thai Pakdee Party Chairman Warong

Dechgitvigrom, allege that Thaksin's involvement

violates the Political Parties Act, which prohibits

outsider influence over political parties. The evidence

cited includes a meeting of coalition leaders at

Thaksin’s residence and similarities between

government policies and Thaksin’s previous public

statements. Warong clarified that his complaint only

targets Thaksin’s influence on Pheu Thai and does not

extend to other coalition members. The EC’s fact-

finding panel is expected to conclude its investigation

within 30 days, with a possible 30-day extension.

[Bangkok Post 1]

Meanwhile, the Thai House committee on state

security and national reform, led by Rangsiman Rome

from the opposition People's Party, will review

allegations that Thaksin received special treatment

while detained at Police General Hospital (PGH).

Thaksin’s extended hospital stay raised questions,

highlighted by a National Human Rights Commission

(NHRC) report from July, which suggested that vague

regulations governing inmate transfers for medical

treatment enabled Thaksin’s prolonged stay outside

prison beyond the standard 120 days.

The NHRC report points to a 2020 regulation signed by

then-Justice Minister Somsak Thepsutin, allowing the

Corrections Department's director-general to authorize

medical transfers with minimal oversight, potentially

allowing for misuse. Thaksin, who returned to Thailand

after 15 years in exile and received an eight-year

prison sentence—later reduced to one year by royal

clemency—was admitted to PGH shortly after his

arrival, citing medical issues. He was granted parole

and discharged from PGH on February 18, formally

completing his one-year sentence in August. The

National Anti-Corruption Commission (NACC) is also

investigating the circumstances surrounding Thaksin’s

hospital stay. [Bangkok Post 2]

Thailand: Khon Kaen and Sukhothai PAO

elections bring changes and returns

(lm) In recent Provincial Administrative Organization

(PAO) elections, former MP Watthana Changlao –

https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-slhhlkk-l-jhd/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-slhhlkk-l-jhh/


aligned with the ruling Pheu Thai Party – has emerged

as the likely new PAO chief for Khon Kaen, unseating

longtime officeholder Pongsak Tangwanichkaphon,

also known as Sia Kuang. Meanwhile, in Sukhothai,

incumbent Manu Phukprasert appears set to retain his

position with a commanding lead.

The PAO, responsible for local administration in Thai

provinces, plays a crucial role in local governance and

community services. The Election Commission

reported smooth voting across both provinces, with

turnout high in Khon Kaen (over 70 percent) and

moderate in Sukhothai (approximately 60 percent).

[The Nation]

Thailand: Election Commission to seek

dismissal of senator over vote-buying

conviction

(lm) The Election Commission (EC) is preparing to

petition the Constitutional Court to disqualify Senator

Somchai Lenglak, who was convicted of vote-buying

during his 2023 campaign for a House seat. In

September, the Supreme Court banned Somchai from

participating in elections for ten years, and the EC

argues that this disqualifies him from holding public

office.

In a related matter, the EC will soon decide on the

status of Senator Keskamol Pleansamai, who faces

potential disqualification over a questionable

educational background. Keskamol’s claim of holding a

PhD from California University has raised concerns, as

the institution issues certificates based on life

achievements rather than actual degrees. [Bangkok

Post]

Thailand: Majority believe honest

volunteer lawyers are scarce

(lm) A recent survey by Nida Poll, part of Thailand’s

National Institute of Development Administration

(NIDA), indicates that while most Thais (52 percent)

believe genuine volunteer lawyers exist, they think

these lawyers are rare. Only 4 percent believe there

are many, while 27 percent were unsure, and 17

percent doubted their existence altogether.

When it comes to trust in professional lawyers, 42

percent of respondents indicated a fair level of trust,

with 36 percent expressing limited trust. If facing legal
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issues, most Thais would turn to the Interior Ministry’s

Damrongdharma Centre (42 percent) for assistance, a

government office providing public grievance and

justice support, followed by legal aid organizations (19

percent) and volunteer lawyers from the Lawyers

Council (12 percent). The poll surveyed 1,310 people

across Thailand. [Bangkok Post]

Thailand: BOT chairman selection delayed

to November 11 amid rising tensions

(bk) The committee tasked with selecting a new

chairman for the Bank of Thailand (BOT) board

declared on November 4 that it would delay its

decision by one week, now rescheduling the

announcement for November 11. Originally scheduled

to appoint a replacement for Porametee Vimolsiri,

whose term ended on September 16, the decision was

postponed after committee chairman Sathit

Limpongpan and other members requested additional

time for a thorough review of relevant information,

according to panel secretary Wirekha Santapan.

Candidates for the role include Kittiratt Na-Ranong, a

former deputy prime minister backed by the Finance

Minister, and two central bank nominees: Kulit

Sombatsiri, a former permanent secretary of the

Energy Ministry, and Suraphol Nitikraipot, a professor

of law and rector of Thammasat University. [Bangkok

Post] [Thai PBS World 1]

Opposition to political affiliations in selection process

This delay -- marking the second since the original

October 8 deadline -- occurs amid rising objections to

one of the three candidates, Kittiratt Na-Ranong -- a

vocal critic of the BOT who served as a finance minister

under Prime Minister Yingluck Shinawatra and

maintains close ties to the ruling Pheu Thai Party. With

strong support from the government, he has been

widely speculated as the clear winner.

However, on October 30, days before the November 4

selection process, four former BOT governors joined a

group of 227 academics in issuing a public statement

against appointing a political figure to chair the central

bank’s board. The statement expresses concern that

such appointment risks political control over the

central bank, which could encourage short-term

policymaking aimed at immediate political gains at the

expense of long-term economic stability. Considering

the importance of the BOT's independence in

implementing monetary policies essential for

maintaining macroprudential stability and financial
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resilience, they urge the selection committee to

prioritize transparency and integrity to safeguard the

nation’s economic interests and global standing. [The

Nation 1] [Thai PBS World 2] [Thansettakij, in Thai 1]

Echoing similar concern, shortly afterward, on

November 1, a group of 416 former BOT staffers

published an open letter urging the selection

committee to appoint a candidate with demonstrable

political impartiality as the next BOT board chairman.

They stress that since the board chairman is vested by

the Bank of Thailand Act with the authority to set the

central bank's policy framework and select senior

officials, it is imperative that candidates meet high

ethical standards and avoid any conflicts of interest.

[Thai PBS World 3] [Thansettakij, in Thai 2]

Meanwhile, groups such as the People’s Democratic

Reform Committee (PDRC), the People’s Protection for

the Monarchy (PPM), and the Dharma Army also

planned to gather at the Bank of Thailand on

November 4 to submit a letter addressing concerns

over political involvement in the bank’s affairs. The

event, intended as a symbolic protest, was expected to

draw around 50 participants. [Bangkokbiznews, in

Thai]

Should Kittiratt not get the nod, who would?

Suraphol Nitikraipot, a respected scholar, may face

challenges due to his prior defense of the now-

dissolved Move Forward Party in a statement to the

Constitutional Court, where the Election Commission

had accused the party of attempting to destabilize the

constitutional monarchy. [The Nation 2]

As opposition mounts, some speculate that the

committee could consider Kulit Sombatsiri as a

compromise candidate. His previous experience at the

Energy Ministry, where he was instrumental in steering

Thailand’s energy policies, combined with his earlier

high-level roles in the Ministry of Finance dealing with

fiscal policies and state enterprises, and his

accommodating demeanor, may position him as a

strong alternative. [Post Today, in Thai]

Thailand: UTN calls for tougher sentences

in fraud cases

(lm) The United Thai Nation (UTN) Party is pushing for

legal amendments to restrict the Corrections

Department’s ability to seek sentence reductions for

inmates convicted of public fraud. Prompted by the

high-profile scandal involving The iCon Group, accused

https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-slhhlkk-l-jkj/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-slhhlkk-l-jkj/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-slhhlkk-l-jkt/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-slhhlkk-l-jki/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-slhhlkk-l-jkd/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-slhhlkk-l-jkh/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-slhhlkk-l-jkk/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-slhhlkk-l-jkk/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-slhhlkk-l-jku/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-slhhlkk-l-jul/


of operating a pyramid scheme resulting in hundreds

of millions of baht in losses, UTN wants to ensure that

fraudsters serve full sentences to prevent them from

quickly re-engaging in fraudulent activities.

UTN Deputy Leader Thanakorn Wangboonkongchana

highlighted that under Section 343 of the Criminal

Code, public fraud is punishable by up to five years in

prison or a THB 10,000 (approx. USD 290) fine. The

proposed amendment would strengthen the law,

closing loopholes and deterring potential offenders.

UTN aims to submit this proposal when parliament

reconvenes in December, hoping to implement these

changes before the indictment phase in major fraud

cases, including The iCon Group.

Meanwhile, Deputy Prime Minister Phumtham

Wechayachai mentioned possible legal action against

Palang Pracharath’s spokesperson for suggesting that

some Pheu Thai members were connected to The iCon

Group. [Bangkok Post]

Thailand: PDPC urges strict compliance

with data privacy laws amid rising

complaints

(lm) Thailand’s Personal Data Protection Committee

(PDPC) has issued a warning to companies and

government agencies to uphold rigorous data

protection standards following a surge in privacy

complaints. PDPC Secretary-General Siwaruk

Siwamogsatham reported 342 data privacy complaints

in the first nine months of 2024, with state agencies

responsible for the largest share. Financial services,

insurance, telecommunications, and online sales

sectors also faced numerous complaints, many of

which are still under investigation.

Siwaruk cautioned that slow responses to these cases

would incur heavy fines and emphasized the

importance of adhering to the Personal Data

Protection Act (PDPA) to prevent data breaches.

[Bangkok Post]

Thailand: Investors accuse company of

‘clean energy scam’

(lm) A group of 20 people filed a complaint with the

Economic Crime Suppression Division (ECD) against a

company they say defrauded them through an alleged

clean energy investment scheme. The group, led by the

https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-slhhlkk-l-jur/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-slhhlkk-l-juy/


Lawyers Council of Thailand (LCT) representative

Kittikhun Saenghirun, claims they were misled into

investing in non-existent clean energy generators, with

shares sold at THB 100 (USD 2.90) each. Investors were

promised lifelong dividends starting 50 weeks after

their initial investment.

Group representative Aphantree reported that

investors initially received a three percent dividend in

30 weeks. Many invested large sums, from hundreds of

thousands to millions of baht, before the company's

assets were seized by authorities in 2020. Alleged

victims were persuaded not to report the issue, with

promises of buybacks that only benefitted the first 299

claimants. With around 70,000 suspected victims, the

LCT plans to set up a complaint center to assist those

impacted. [Bangkok Post]

Thailand: Six police officers, one civilian

arrested in high-profile extortion case

(lm) Six police officers and a civilian were arrested in

Samut Prakan for allegedly extorting THB 300 million

(USD 8.7 million) from a Chinese-Vanuatu national,

who had initially paid THB 5.7 million (USD 165,300)

before reporting the case. The arrests followed a

complaint by the victim, whose home was reportedly

raided by men posing as police officers. The suspects

presented a falsified search warrant and implicated the

victim in a passport forgery scheme, demanding either

THB 300 million or 10 million in USDT cryptocurrency

to drop the charges.

After negotiations, the victim transferred THB 5 million

in digital currency. The suspects later requested an

additional THB 700,000, after which contact ceased.

The victim then filed an official complaint, leading to

the arrests of seven suspects, including Pol Lt Col

Chanachai Jaikla and other high-ranking officers.

[Bangkok Post]

Thailand: People’s Party seeks public

input on proposed national education

reforms

(lm) Thailand’s main opposition People’s Party (PP) is

seeking public input on its proposed national

education bill, aiming to gather support for

comprehensive educational reforms during the current

parliamentary recess. Parit Wacharasindhu, a list-MP

for the party, stated that the bill focuses on improving
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citizens’ quality of life, national competitiveness, and

participation in decision-making.

Drafted over the past year with input from other

parties, the bill emphasizes lifelong learning, flexible

study options, and a skills-focused education model.

The PP plans to engage with education experts,

students, parents, and other stakeholders to refine the

bill, which prioritizes access to quality education,

curriculum and staff development, use of technology,

and increased student involvement. The party will

campaign over the next two months to promote the

bill ahead of its formal parliamentary debate. [Bangkok

Post]

Thailand: 10 'model' provinces to lead

intensified anti-drug initiative

(lm) The Thai government has designated 10 pilot

provinces to spearhead an expanded anti-drug

campaign, aiming to tackle narcotics issues that impact

society, hinder national progress, and disrupt policy

effectiveness. During her visit to Roi Et, Prime Minister

Paetongtarn Shinawatra emphasized the need for this

initiative, building on successful models in Roi Et’s

Thawatchaburi district and Nan’s Tha Wang Pha

district, which focus on community cooperation,

suppression, rehabilitation, asset seizure, and post-

rehabilitation support.

The designated provinces include Chiang Mai, Uthai

Thani, Pathum Thani, Prachuap Khiri Khan, Sakon

Nakhon, Nakhon Phanom, Rayong, Nakhon Si

Thammarat, Trang, and Narathiwat. The prime

minister called for improved data sharing through a

centralized database to streamline enforcement and

enhance policy. She also underscored the need for

career training programs to support the reintegration

of former drug users, as well as the importance of

monitoring officials to prevent complicity. [Bangkok

Post]

Thailand: Citizenship granted to over

483,000 migrants and minorities amid

mixed reactions

(msz) The Thai government has approved a new policy

to grant citizenship to more than 483,000 long-term

migrants and ethnic minorities, marking a significant

move to resolve longstanding issues of legal status and

economic integration. Proposed by the National
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Security Council (NSC) and announced by Prime

Minister Paetongtarn Shinawatra following a cabinet

meeting on October 29, the policy targets individuals

born in Thailand or those who have lived in the country

for over 30 years, simplifying a previously lengthy

process that could have taken up to 44 years under

existing manual checks.

Under the new framework, local agencies will use

digital data collection and biometric verification to

streamline approvals for applicants already recorded

in state databases. The plan’s first group,

comprising340,000 people who have completed

identity verification, will be granted permanent

residency and may apply for Thai citizenship after five

years. Another 143,000 individuals born in Thailand to

these long-term residents will gain full rights to

education and employment, and naturalized citizens

will be eligible to vote or run for office five years after

obtaining citizenship.

The government has emphasized that the policy, which

replaces a 2021 resolution, aligns with both Thai law

and international human rights standards. Deputy

Prime Minister Phumtham Wechayachai stated that

the policy aims to expedite citizenship processing for

individuals with decades of residency in Thailand. The

United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees

(UNHCR) praised the policy for enabling those granted

citizenship or residency to move freely within Thailand,

enhancing their ability to contribute to the workforce

and national economy. [Bangkok Post 1]

Despite the government’s assurances, the policy has

sparked criticism from opposition voices, including

former senator Direkrit Janekrongtham, who argues

that granting full rights to such a large migrant

population may compromise national interests.

Concerns have been raised over potential impacts on

property ownership, political participation, and union

membership rights for new citizens. However, the

Interior Ministry has confirmed that citizenship can be

revoked if any individuals are later found to be a threat

to public safety. [Bangkok Post 2]

To address further concerns, the government clarified

that the policy will exclude foreigners involved in

“shady businesses” or transnational crime, with criteria

to assess applicants’ backgrounds before approval.

[Bangkok Post 3]

Thailand: Criminal Court acquits four of

royal defamation charges in promotional

video case
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(msz) The Criminal Court in Thailand has acquitted four

individuals associated with the Lazada e-commerce

company of the lese-majeste (royal defamation)

charges for the creation and dissemination of a

promotional video featuring a character who, allegedly,

resembled Princess Chulabhorn. The defendants were

accused of defaming the monarchy under Section 112

of the Criminal Code.

The court ruled that Section 112 pertains strictly to

actions against the King, Queen, heir to the throne,

and the Regent. Since Princess Chulabhorn is not in the

direct line of succession, and the prosecutor did not

provide evidence to the contrary, the defendants were

found not guilty. The court further noted that the use

of a wheelchair in the video was for promotional

purposes and did not intend to insult individuals with

disabilities. [Thai PBS World]

Thailand: Court bans concerts near Mo

Chit 2 over noise and garbage complaints

(bk) A Civil Court in Bangkok has banned concerts and

events on State Railway of Thailand (SRT) land near the

Bangkok Bus Terminal (Mo Chit 2) after complaints of

noise and litter from local residents. The SRT posted

notices enforcing the ban, following numerous

complaints from the community about disruptions

caused by unauthorized music events on the land.

The area, intended as a walkway for terminal users,

saw unauthorized encroachment for events, leading

the SRT to seek a court order. Additionally, Deputy

Prime Minister and Transport Minister Suriya

Jungrungreangkit revealed that bus operators had

exacerbated the litter problem by parking along

Kamphaeng Phet 6 Road, especially during busy

weekends. The ministry has since marked the area as a

no-parking zone, with potential penalties for violators.

[The Nation]

Thailand: Consumer Council urged the

public inclusion on city planning in

Bangkok

(acs) The Thailand Consumer Council (TCC) is raising

concerns about the lack of public hearings in Bangkok’s

city planning process. The council highlighted the

Bangkok Metropolitan Administration’s (BMA)

disregard for public participation and awareness in city

planning. Despite a direct request from the TCC for the
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BMA to include public hearings, the BMA has

continued to ignore this call. In response, the TCC

submitted a petition against the BMA to the National

Human Rights Commission (NHRC), citing a violation of

human rights.

Itboon Onwongsa, deputy secretary-general of the

TCC, stated that Bangkok faces numerous structural

issues, including traffic congestion and flooding, which

need to be addressed. He emphasized the importance

of public hearings and gathering public opinions to

resolve these issues, as required by the constitution.

Supattra Nakaphiw, a member of the NHRC, agreed

with the petition, affirming that the lack of public

hearings in the Bangkok city plan constitutes a human

rights violation. She argued that the plan infringes on

the rights to property, housing, a healthy environment,

and public participation, which are essential to

democracy. Furthermore, it was noted that less than

one percent of Bangkok residents has participated in

BMA’s city projects since 2017. The TCC thus aims to

increase public engagement in hearings, allowing

residents to voice their opinions on the city plan.

Water Retention Plan awaiting inclusion

The chairman of an advisory board to the Ministry of

Industry, Atavit Suwanpakdee, has highlighted the

importance of including the Khu Bon Water Retention

Plan in the BMA’s city plan. This water retention area,

located in Bangkok's eastern region, is designed to

hold 870,000 cubic meters of water. Despite

government commitments to allocate a designated

130-rai area as a water catchment site, Suwanpakdee

noted that private firms have already started housing

projects there. He also stated that if the water

retention plan is not incorporated into the city plan, he

will escalate the issue to the National Anti-Corruption

Commission. [Bangkok Post]

Thailand: Economy sees boost in exports

and investment amid challenges;

government and industry plan for

economic resilience

(lm) Thailand's economic landscape in 2024 has shown

mixed signs of resilience and strain, with significant

growth in foreign investment and exports alongside

recent layoffs in various manufacturing sectors. In the

first nine months of the year, foreign investment

surged by 60 percent, totaling THB 134 billion (USD 4

billion), with Japan, Singapore, and China leading in

investment in tech, software, and digital industries.
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The Prime Minister's Office highlighted that the

growing demand in these sectors emphasizes

Thailand’s appeal as a tech and software hub,

contributing THB 28.3 billion, or 7.27 percent, to total

foreign investments. [Bangkok Post 1]

Simultaneously, Thailand’s export sector has also

exceeded expectations. The Thai National Shippers'

Council forecasts that export growth could surpass the

initially anticipated 2 percent, with total shipments

potentially hitting a record USD 290 billion. Despite

fluctuations in the baht’s exchange rate, the council

maintains that a rate of 33.5 to 33.8 baht per dollar is

favorable for ongoing export growth. [Bangkok Post 2]

German automotive components manufacturer

Schaeffler Group is also expanding its operations in

Thailand, recently inaugurating a large warehouse in

Chon Buri’s Si Racha district. With Thailand’s 30@30

policy aiming for electric vehicles (EVs) to constitute 30

percent of production by 2030, Schaeffler sees

Thailand as a strategic export hub for both internal

combustion engine and EV parts. Schaeffler's regional

CEO Jens Schuler confirmed plans to open a research

and development center in 2025, supported by an

annual global investment budget of EUR 400 million

(THB 14.7 billion). [Bangkok Post 3]

However, the nation faces economic headwinds,

notably in the manufacturing sector. Approximately

2,600 factory workers were recently laid off due to

decreased demand and rising costs. Companies like

Marigot Jewellery and Funai (Thailand) Ltd. have

announced shutdowns, impacting thousands of

employees. The Federation of Thai Industries noted

over 10,000 layoffs and 360 factory closures in the first

half of 2024, suggesting a wider trend of industry

downsizing. [Bangkok Post 4] [The Nation]

The government is addressing these issues by fast-

tracking the disbursement of its 900-billion-baht (USD

27 billion) investment budget for 2025 to stimulate

economic growth. Prime Minister Paetongtarn

Shinawatra emphasized this during a recent Finance

Ministry meeting, pointing to public investment as a

catalyst for private sector spending and job creation.

Additionally, the Labour Ministry, through the

Department of Skill Development (DSD), is

implementing a comprehensive reskilling program for

over five million workers in 2025. The initiative, which

includes digital and artificial intelligence training, aims

to help workers transition into emerging job markets

and support Thailand’s long-term economic resilience.

[Bangkok Post 5] [Bangkok Post 6]
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Thailand: Hospital suspends services for

healthcare cardholders due to unpaid

NHSO debt

(lm) Mongkutwattana Hospital has halted services for

universal healthcare cardholders referred by primary

care units due to an outstanding debt exceeding THB

20 million (approx. USD 580,000) owed by the National

Health Security Office (NHSO). Hospital Director Dr.

Rienthong Nanna announced that the NHSO had failed

to reimburse the hospital for these referrals, further

compounding an existing THB 30 million (approx. USD

870,000) debt owed by primary care units.

Dr. Rienthong described the issue as a "crisis,"

attributing the strain on hospital resources to NHSO

policy changes in July that restricted specialist fee

coverage. Until the NHSO clears the debt,

Mongkutwattana Hospital will suspend services for

transferred patients starting November 1, affecting

over 200,000 individuals. Dr. Rienthong also suggested

allowing more patients to register directly with the

hospital to mitigate the impact of delayed payments.

[Bangkok Post]

Thailand: Finance Minister discusses 2025

inflation target framework with central

bank, urges monetary easing

(bk) Deputy Prime Minister and Finance Minister Pichai

Chunhavajira held a meeting with Bank of Thailand

(BOT) Governor Sethaput Suthiwartnarueput on

October 29 to discuss monetary and financial policies

in preparation for establishing the inflation target

framework for fiscal 2025, which is to be submitted to

the Cabinet in December. During the meeting, Pichai

supported maintaining the current inflation target of 1-

3 percent but asserted that actual inflation should not

fall below 1 percent, ideally being kept at around 2

percent. He noted that a stable inflation rate of 2

percent, alongside a real GDP growth rate of 3.5

percent, would yield a nominal GDP increase of 5.5

percent, allowing for increased government borrowing

while keeping public debt below 70 percent of GDP.

Notably, the minister's softer stance on the inflation

target reflects his eventual compromise, as Sethaput

had previously resisted higher inflation targets, fearing

it could unsettle market expectations.

Pichai reiterated that the central bank consider

adopting expansionary monetary policies to enhance

Thailand's competitiveness and attract foreign

investment. He also called for measures to alleviate
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public and SME debt burdens and suggested that the

BOT develop a comprehensive debt restructuring plan

within two weeks. [Bangkok Post 1] [The Nation]

BOT Monetary Policy Committee emphasizes neutral

monetary rate

However, expansionary monetary policy looks unlikely

in the near future. According to the BOT Monetary

Policy Committee (MPC) minutes from the October 16

meeting [see AiR No. 43, October/2024, 4], the

committee deemed the current policy rate of 2.25

percent adequate for managing economic, inflation,

and financial stability risks, noting gradual progress in

household debt deleveraging. With Thailand’s

household debt-to-GDP ratio at 89.6 percent -- among

the highest in Asia -- the committee emphasized

maintaining a neutral rate that aligns with economic

potential and avoids creating long-term financial

imbalances. The next policy review is set for December

18. [Bangkok Post 2]

BOT's economic outlook for Thailand

The central bank forecasts GDP growth of 2.7 percent

for 2024 and 2.9 percent for 2025, with tourism

expected to be a major driver.

The headline inflation rate is projected to reach 1.2

percent for 2025, an increase from an expected 0.5

percent in 2024, while core inflation (excluding fresh

food and energy) is anticipated to rise to 0.9 percent in

2025, up from 0.5 percent this year. Inflation is driven

equally by internal and external factors. Internally,

energy and fresh food prices account for about 90

percent of demand-side inflation, with their volatility

largely beyond immediate control. The low inflation

levels are attributed to structural factors, including

competition from imports and government measures

to stabilize prices. There are no signs of deflation, as

sustained price declines have not been observed.

[Bangkok Post 3]

Thailand: Subdued property sector pushes

for support to stave off wider negative

impacts

(bk) The Thai economy is experiencing a K-shaped

recovery, with tourism rebounding strongly while the

property sector struggles. Tourism is approaching pre-

COVID-19 levels, but the property market faces issues

like weak demand, oversupply, and a high mortgage

rejection rate.
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Unclogging monetary policy pass-through to alleviate the

interest burden

Concerns are rising that Thailand's declining property

market will have significant repercussions for building

contractors and construction material suppliers.

Property developers are urging commercial banks to

further lower housing loan interest rates to revitalize

the subdued property sector before it triggers negative

economic and financial domino effects. This is

particularly pressing, especially considering that many

property developers’ debentures are set to mature

next year.

In the first half of 2024, new and resale home sales

dropped by 9 percent, leaving over 313,000 units

unsold. According to the Thai Real Estate Association,

the third quarter of 2024 marked a low point for the

property market, although further declines may be

mitigated now that the Bank of Thailand (BOT) has

approved a 25 basis-point cut in the policy rate,

lowering it from 2.50 percent to 2.25 percent. [see AiR

No. 43, October/2024, 4] This reduction may provide

some relief for mortgage borrowers by potentially

lowering monthly payments. However, the limited

pass-through of the policy rate reduction has led

commercial banks to lower loan interest rates by only

about 0.125 percent, which developers feel is

insufficient.

Relaxed LTV requirements

In addition to easing the interest burden, developers

are calling for a one-year suspension of the loan-to-

value (LTV) ratio requirements for down payments on

second and third homes, which currently stand at 20-

30 percent, to help attract capital inflow into the

property market.

More accommodating mortgage approval conditions

Moreover, as banks exercise caution in loan approvals

due to high household debt levels, the housing loan

rejection rate continues to hover between 60-70

percent. This trend has compelled developers to

postpone new projects, consequently exerting a

negative influence on small businesses in related

sectors.

To address these challenges, Deputy Prime Minister

and Finance Minister Pichai Chunhavajira revealed that

he would meet with the Thai Bankers Association to

discuss support measures. He indicated that his

ministry would introduce a series of stimulus initiatives

for the property sector at the forthcoming cabinet

meeting, including a loan program amounting to THB
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55 billion (USD 1.62 billion) for the purchase and

renovation of residential properties. [Thai PBS World]

[The Nation]

Thailand: Strong tourism recovery, though

Chinese and Japanese arrivals still lag

(bk) Thailand's tourism landscape shows overall signs

of strength, albeit being weighed down by the

Northeast Asian market, which continues to lag as

Chinese and Japanese visitor numbers have not yet

fully recovered to pre-pandemic levels. According to

the Tourism Authority of Thailand (TAT), China,

traditionally the largest source market, is forecasted to

reach only 65 percent of its 2019 revenue levels in

2024, while Japan and Hong Kong are projected to

achieve 60 percent and 88 percent, respectively. This

shrinkage is somewhat offset by robust growth from

South Korea and Taiwan, which are expected to exceed

2019 revenue levels, with increases of 108 percent and

149 percent, respectively.

The Middle Eastern market demonstrates the

strongest post-pandemic recovery, with revenue

projected at 166 percent of 2019 levels, largely due to

resumed diplomatic ties with Saudi Arabia. Meanwhile,

European tourism to Thailand is also expected to

perform well, achieving 112 percent of pre-pandemic

revenue, with Russia as a leading contributor.

Looking ahead to the fourth quarter of 2024, the

Northeast Asian market may see some improvement,

with revenues expected to reach 76 percent of pre-

pandemic levels and an estimated 2.89 million arrivals.

Total foreign arrivals in this period are projected to

reach 9 million, reflecting a 22 percent year-on-year

increase, with revenue anticipated to hit THB 537

billion (USD 16 billion). [Bangkok Post]

Thailand: Ruling coalition disagreement

delays three-airport rail project

(acs) Thailand's high-speed rail project connecting

Suvarnabhumi, Don Mueang, and U-Tapao airports has

encountered delays as coalition government partners

object to revisions in the contract with Asia Era One, a

consortium led by Charoen Pokphand (CP) Group.

Approved by the Eastern Economic Corridor (EEC)

Policy Committee, the revision still awaits full cabinet

support.
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Initially signed in 2019 between the State Railway of

Thailand and Asia Era One, the contract includes a

concession to operate the Airport Rail Link (ARL). Due

to decreased ARL ridership during the pandemic, Asia

Era One sought compensation, which led to a cabinet-

approved contract revision in 2021. Transport Minister

Suriya Jungrungreangkit aims to address coalition

concerns and anticipates cabinet approval within

weeks.

The five-year construction project, a key component of

the EEC, is projected to launch by 2029, five years

behind schedule. [Bangkok Post]

Thailand: Government accelerates Trang

Airport terminal construction to boost

tourism by 2025

(lm) The Transport Ministry has directed the

Department of Airports to expedite the completion of

a new passenger terminal at Trang Airport, targeting

an operational launch by the end of 2025. Deputy

Transport Minister Manaporn Charoensri issued the

order following a petition from local civic groups

concerned about delays after the original contractor

halted work nearly six months ago.

Part of a larger project to upgrade the airport, the

terminal is designed to handle 1,200 passengers per

hour, with facilities to support 3.4 million travelers

annually. Plans include a 2,990-meter expanded

runway, new electrical systems, and a car park for

1,000 vehicles. The Department of Airports is seeking a

new contractor to resume construction. [Bangkok Post]

Thailand: Bangkok Council's new

ordinance requires pet microchipping and

ownership restrictions

(bk) On October 31, the Bangkok City Council approved

a draft ordinance mandating that all pet owners in the

capital microchip their cats and dogs to tackle the

problem of strays. This ordinance will come into effect

360 days after its publication in the Royal Gazette.

Key provisions include prohibiting the raising of pets in

public areas or on others' property without

permission. The law limits the number of pets that can

be owned based on the size of the living space: in

condominiums or rentals of 20-80 square meters,

owners may have a maximum of two cats, two dogs, or
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one of each; on plots of 200-400 square meters, up to

four pets are allowed; and larger plots can

accommodate up to six.

Owners must have their pets microchipped at a

veterinary clinic and submit certificates to local health

offices. Furthermore, owners of specific dangerous

breeds, such as Pit Bulls and Rottweilers, must ensure

their pets are muzzled and leashed when in public.

[Thai PBS World]

Thailand: Policeman wounded in Pattani

mosque ambush, fires back

(lm) A police officer was shot while returning from a

mosque in Pattani’s Yarang district on November 4.

Two attackers on a motorcycle opened fire, hitting his

phone and grazing his cheek. Despite his injuries, he

returned fire, reportedly injuring one of the assailants,

who then fled. This is the third recent attack on police

near mosques in Thailand’s Deep South. [Bangkok

Post]

Vietnam: Economy surpasses growth

target, projected to continue momentum

(cc/wn) Vietnam’s economy is on track to exceed its

2024 growth target of 6-6.5 percent, reflecting robust

recovery momentum. In Q3 alone, the General

Statistics Office (GSO) reported a GDP growth of 7.4

percent, following 6.93 and 5.66 percent in the first two

quarters. The Manufacturing Purchasing Managers'

Index also rose to 51.2 in October, indicating continued

industrial expansion.

International financial forecasts reflect optimism, with

the Asian Development Bank (ADB) projecting 6

percent growth for 2024, the World Bank predicting 6.1

percent, and United Overseas Bank revising its forecast

to 6.4 percent. Growth is expected to stabilize at

around 6.5 percent in 2025 and 2026.

Despite economic growth, challenges persist. Business

closures have increased by 21.5 percent year-on-year,

averaging 18,200 monthly exits, though 183,000 new

or reactivated businesses were recorded in the first

nine months, marking a 9.7 percent increase.

[Government News Vietnam]

Vietnam’s ambitious industrial and logistics strategy

aims to position it among ASEAN's top three

competitors by 2030. According to the Ministry of
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Industry and Trade, the goal is to have the industrial

sector contribute over 40 percent of GDP, with

manufacturing and processing industries alone

comprising 30 percent. Vietnam is focusing on building

large, competitive corporations and developing

industrial clusters that lead in production value chains.

Key sectors include electronics, automotive, textiles,

automation, and biotechnology. The industrial sector

recorded an 8.6 percent production increase from

January to September, fueled by strong manufacturing

growth (9.8 percent) and power generation (11.1

percent). [Vietnam News 1]

Vietnam’s strategic location, growing market, and

infrastructure improvements are also drawing global

supply chain shifts, particularly under “nearshoring”

and “friendshoring” trends that favor stable and allied

markets. Infrastructure projects like Long Thanh

International Airport and port expansions in Cai Mep

and Vung Tau are integral to positioning Vietnam as a

regional logistics hub. Experts advocate for public-

private partnerships, streamlined policies, and free-

trade centers to support cost-efficient supply chains

and increase logistics contributions to GDP, potentially

reaching 20 percent by 2050.

Vietnam is also enhancing its export potential by

leveraging free trade agreements and bolstering its

legal frameworks in metallurgy, mechanical

engineering, and digital technology. [Vietnam

Investment Review] [Vietnam News 2]

Vietnam: Property tycoon appeals death

sentence in major corruption case

(lm) Vietnamese real estate tycoon Truong My Lan has

launched an appeal against her death sentence in Ho

Chi Minh City, where the court began hearings on

November 4. Lan, the chairwoman of property

conglomerate Van Thinh Phat, was sentenced in April

for orchestrating the country’s largest fraud case,

involving billions of dollars in embezzled funds from

Saigon Commercial Bank (SCB). In addition to the

death sentence, the court ordered Lan to repay USD 27

billion in loans tied to the fraud.

Her convictions span multiple charges, including

bribery, bank regulation violations, property fraud,

money laundering, and illegal fund transfers. Lan’s

family members and associates also face substantial

prison terms, including her husband Eric Chu, who

received nine years, and her niece Truong Hue Van,

who received 17 years.
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This high-profile case is part of Vietnam’s sweeping

“blazing furnace” anti-corruption campaign, led by

former and current Communist Party leaders, which

has targeted senior officials and key industries. The

Van Thinh Phat scandal has implicated 46 other

defendants, including high-ranking officials, and

hearings are expected to continue for 20 days.

Vietnam is one of the few countries that enforces the

death penalty for severe fraud and bribery cases, with

sentences often commuted if offenders return the

majority of misappropriated funds. [Radio Free Asia]

Vietnam: Court sentences critical blogger

to 12 years in prison

(wn) Vietnamese blogger Duong Van Thai, who

vanished from Thailand in April 2023, has been

sentenced to 12 years in prison on charges of

defaming the government and allegedly inciting public

disruption through his social media posts. Thai, who

had fled to Thailand in 2019 and was granted refugee

status, resurfaced in Vietnamese custody after being

reported missing. Witnesses claim they saw his

motorcycle blocked by two cars before his

disappearance from his residence in Thailand’s

Pathum Thani province.

The Hanoi People’s Court also ruled that, following his

prison term, Thai will be placed under mandatory

supervision for three years. Human Rights Watch

previously accused Vietnam of kidnapping Thai, who

was known for his YouTube livestreams and Facebook

group that criticized the Vietnamese government. [UCA

News] [Radio Free Asia]

Vietnam: Rights group urges immediate

release of ill journalist Le Huu Minh Tuan

(lm) International advocacy organization PEN America

and family members of Vietnamese journalist Le Huu

Minh Tuan are calling for his immediate release due to

severe health issues that have worsened since his

detention nearly four years ago. Tuan, a 35-year-old

member of the Vietnam Independent Journalists’

Association, is serving an 11-year sentence for anti-

state activities under Vietnam's Article 117.

PEN America expressed “deep concern” for Tuan’s

deteriorating health, noting his recent inability to eat

solid food, severe weight loss, and digestive issues.
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Tuan’s sister reported that he is in significant pain, yet

prison health examinations have been cursory, with

officials dismissing his condition as a mere digestive

disorder. The family struggles to provide him with

necessary medication due to prison restrictions on

prescriptions.

Previously, Tuan was diagnosed with colitis, hepatitis,

and other ailments, and his symptoms have led his

family to fear potential colon cancer. Although he was

briefly hospitalized for a colonoscopy, he questioned

the test’s reliability.

The case has drawn international attention, with UN

human rights experts urging the Vietnamese

government to address his health concerns, attributing

his detention to his work as an independent journalist

critical of government policies. [Radio Free Asia]

Vietnam: Political prisoners end hunger

strike after concessions on solitary

confinement

(lm) Two Vietnamese political prisoners, Trinh Ba Tu

and Bui Van Thuan, ended a 21-day hunger strike after

prison authorities in Nghe An province agreed to

improve conditions. The strike was aimed at reopening

the "tiger cage," a restrictive iron-barred structure

where prisoners in solitary confinement were

previously held. Following the strike, authorities

allowed prisoners limited time to exercise, play chess,

and socialize in the common yard.

According to Trinh Ba Tu’s sister, the prison had locked

the "tiger cage" in April, preventing inmates from

outdoor activities. Tu and Thuan, who each lost about

11 kilograms during the strike, are serving eight-year

sentences for "anti-state propaganda."

The hunger strike initially included fellow political

prisoner Dang Dinh Bach, who had to stop after 10

days due to health issues. [Radio Free Asia]

Vietnam: Former political prisoners and

activists detained in Ho Chi Minh City

(lm) Approximately 20 former political prisoners and

relatives of current detainees were briefly detained by

police in Ho Chi Minh City on November 1 after

gathering at a restaurant. Authorities justified the

detentions with pretexts of drink-driving checks, drug
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testing, and a bomb investigation. However, according

to sources speaking to Radio Free Asia, no tests were

ultimately conducted.

The group, which included two former Amnesty

International prisoners of conscience, Do The Hoa and

Ho Dinh Cuong, were interrogated at various police

stations. Each member was required to surrender their

phones, passwords, and make social media posts

pledging not to share content critical of the

Vietnamese government. They were released after

about seven hours, except for a Vietnamese-Australian

visitor, who was held until the following evening.

[Radio Free Asia]

Vietnam: Hoa Binh Construction Group

secures major USD 76 million Eaton Park

project

(wn) Hoa Binh Construction Group has won the bid for

the Eaton Park project, valued at nearly VND 1,900

billion (USD 76 million), developed by Tam Luc Real

Estate under the Gamuda Land Group. Situated near

Thu Thiem in Ho Chi Minh City, the Eaton Park project

spans over 3.769 hectares and will feature six towers

offering residential and commercial spaces.

Additionally, Hoa Binh recently secured the Phu Quoc

Park project with BIM Group, expanding its portfolio

amid rising market competitiveness and financial

backing from BIDV. [Viet Nam News]

Vietnam: Transport Ministry sets

ambitious target for electric vehicles

(cc) Vietnam's Ministry of Transport has announced a

target to have 30 percent of cars and 22 percent of

motorbikes powered by electricity by 2030 as part of

its plan to reduce greenhouse gas emissions in the

transport sector by 5.9 percent. The ministry plans to

update national technical standards for electric

vehicles (EVs) and is developing regulations for vehicle

classification and eco-friendly identification.

The roadmap includes building a comprehensive EV

charging infrastructure, with plans to integrate this

infrastructure into national transport planning through

2050. Additionally, the ministry aims to deploy 623

Compressed Natural Gas (CNG) buses in Hanoi and Ho

Chi Minh City by 2030 and ensure 100 percent of road

vehicles use biofuel E5.
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Carbon credit mechanisms for projects shifting from

fossil fuel to EVs are also being considered as part of

the ministry’s initiatives to promote sustainable

transport. [Vietnam Economic News]
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EU to impose duties on EVs, faces

resistance from China

(alk) The EU has imposed additional tariffs on Chinese-

made electric vehicles (EVs), after failed talks with

Beijing, citing unfair market competition due to

Chinese government subsidies.

Adding to 10 percent already in place, the new duties,

ranging from 7.8 percent for Tesla to 35.3 percent for

state-owned SAIC, will apply for five years unless a

settlement is reached. EU trade commissioner Valdis

Dombrovskis stated that the measures are intended to

promote fair competition and protect Europe’s

industrial base but remain open to alternative

solutions compatible with WTO rules. [AP News 1]

Following the EU’s decision, China filed a formal

complaint with the World Trade Organization, labelling

the tariffs as "protectionist" and an abuse of trade

remedies, while its Commerce Ministry condemned the

move as unfair. China asserts that the EU’s actions

threaten global trade cooperation and has vowed to

protect its companies' interests. Meanwhile, Chinese

automaker SAIC plans to challenge the tariffs in the

European Court of Justice, arguing the EU investigation

inaccurately calculated subsidy rates. [AP News 2]
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The tariffs have sparked opposition in Germany, home

to major automakers, where industry leaders warn

that the move could trigger a trade conflict and harm

Europe’s economic growth. German auto industry

representatives argue that such disputes should be

resolved through dialogue. Brussels, however, remains

concerned about China’s rapid market growth, which

EU officials claim is supported by subsidies across the

production chain, and fears that it could endanger EU

green technology production and related jobs.

[Reuters]

Chinese navy conducts first dual carrier

drill in South China Sea

(to) China’s navy conducted its first-ever dual carrier

exercise in the South China Sea on October 31,

showcasing both the Liaoning and Shandong aircraft

carriers – the country two first aircraft carriers – in

coordinated drills. The exercises in Beijing’s latest

military muscle flexing included live combat scenarios

featuring multiple J-15 fighter jets taking off from the

Liaoning.

These exercises are seen as a move to strengthen

China’s “systematic combat capability” in a region

marked by ongoing territorial disputes. China’s military

activities in the South China Sea have been closely

watched by neighboring countries and the

international community, as the waters are a strategic

area of interest with important trade routes and

natural resources. [South China Morning Post]

[Business Insider]

China offers visa-free entry to nine more

countries

(to) China has announced visa-free entry for citizens of

nine additional countries, including South Korea,

Norway, Finland, and Slovakia, effective November 8.

Nationals from these countries may enter China for up

to 15 days for tourism, business, or family visits,

bringing the total number of nations with visa-free

access to 25.

This move follows President Xi Jinping’s recent meeting

with Slovak Prime Minister Robert Fico in Beijing,

where they discussed investment in clean energy and

cooperation on peaceful resolutions for international

conflicts (see article in this edition). [South China

Morning Post]
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Japan, EU launch major defense and

security partnership

(hs) Japan and the EU have launched a new defense

and security partnership aimed at enhancing

collaboration in maritime security and strengthening

defense industry linkages. This initiative was unveiled

during the inaugural Japan-EU Foreign Ministers’

Strategic Dialogue by Japan's Foreign Minister Takeshi

Iwaya and visiting EU foreign policy chief Josep Borrell

on November 1. The partnership comes amid growing

concerns over strategic ties among China, Russia, and

North Korea. [EEAS] [Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Japan]

Minister Iwaya highlighted the urgency of closer

security ties, especially in light of the situation in

Ukraine, which he fears could have parallels in East

Asia. Transforming Japan and the EU's relationship

from one focused on economics to one centered on

strategic connections between economic security and

geopolitical stability, the partnership will focus on key

areas such as maritime security, space, cybersecurity,

and countering hybrid threats, including

disinformation. Joint naval training and support for

Indo-Pacific nations in building their defense capacities

are planned, along with coordinated efforts against

terrorism to tackle global threats.

Japan and the EU are exploring joint projects in the

defense industry, including shared technology and

manufacturing. Enhanced information-sharing on

hybrid and cyber threats will be facilitated by the EU’s

"Enhancing Security Cooperation in and with Asia"

project and the Common Security and Defence Policy

(CSDP), which positions Europe as a leading force in

international peacekeeping alongside the UN.

To strengthen collaboration, a director-general level

security dialogue will be established, and an

information protection agreement is under

consideration. A similar partnership is being developed

with South Korea, and the broader goal is to create an

'EU+4' framework, potentially including partners like

Australia and New Zealand, similar to NATO + IP4.

Both sides aim to enhance defense cooperation

through joint military exercises and defense-industrial

collaboration. Previous engagements include EU anti-

piracy missions off the coast of Somalia and joint

cybersecurity drills. Analysts suggest that this

partnership will leverage the EU’s intelligence and

defense resources, facilitated by the CSDP, with the

European Defence Fund (EDF) potentially supporting

research and technological collaboration, thereby
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enabling Japan to participate in military exercises and

improve maritime security in critical Indo-Pacific areas

like the East and South China Seas. As Japan seeks to

expand its role in the global arms market, this

partnership also marks a significant shift, potentially

providing access to European defense initiatives and

technology exports.

Since 2018, EU-Japan cooperation has extended into

areas like connectivity, green energy, and digitalization,

with this security partnership representing a crucial

strategic development. For Japan, this alliance

enhances its security ties beyond its partnership with

the U.S. and reinforces its commitment to a "Free and

Open Indo-Pacific," highlighting shared perspectives on

interconnected security challenges in the region.

This collaboration could improve Japan’s access to

European defense innovation networks and funding

through mechanisms like the EDF and Permanent

Structured Cooperation, potentially lowering R&D costs

and fostering interoperability with European defense

platforms. EU regulations prioritizing member states

will limit Japan’s direct involvement in EU defense

projects to knowledge transfer and collaboration.

Although both Japan and most EU countries are NATO

members, these initiatives complement Japan's NATO

ties, enhancing deterrence in Europe and Asia,

particularly regarding hybrid threats and economic

security – areas less emphasized in the U.S.-Japan

alliance. This diversification aligns with Europe’s

pursuit of strategic autonomy while maintaining NATO

cooperation.

Japan and the EU have formalized a strategic

partnership agreement, provisionally in force since

2019 and ratified earlier this year, which will take full

effect in early 2025. This agreement establishes a legal

framework for enhanced cooperation on global

challenges and solidifies their strategic partnership.

[The Japan Times] [France 24]

UN calls on Japan to reform Civil Code

over women’s discrimination

(hs) The UN Committee on the Elimination of

Discrimination against Women (CEDAW) released its

concluding views on October 29, urging Japan to

amend its imperial succession laws to promote gender

equality. Currently, only males from the male line can

ascend to the throne, a practice that has faced

criticism for perpetuating gender discrimination. This

call for reform follows Japan’s first in-person session
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with the committee in eight years, which took place on

October 17 at the UN European Headquarters in

Geneva.

The CEDAW voiced the necessity for further reforms,

while acknowledging Japan's progress since its last

recommendations in 2016, such as eliminating age

disparities in marriage and repealing laws that

prohibited women's remarriage. This time the CEDAW

highlighted the Civil Code's requirement that married

couples share the same surname, a point already

raised in the previous evaluations of 2003, 2009, 2016.

The committee argued that restricting imperial

succession to male heirs contradicts the principles of

CEDAW.

Because the CEDAW cannot dictate specific laws, it

recommended revising succession laws to enhance

gender equality, suggesting that Japan look to practices

in other nations as potential models.

In response, the Japanese government asserted that

succession laws are fundamental to the state and

should not fall under CEDAW's purview. The committee

also addressed the rights of sexual minorities,

advocating for the recognition of same-sex marriages

as well as compensation for individuals sterilized

under a now-invalidated law related to gender identity

disorder, and measures to prevent sexual violence

against women, particularly in Okinawa, where U.S.

military personnel are often involved.

This examination marked Japan's 6th review by the

CEDAW, with the last review conducted in 2016. While

the committee's concluding views are not legally

binding, they underscore the expectation that Japan

will uphold and implement the principles of

international treaties to promote gender equality and

protect human rights. [NHK] [Asahi]

Mongolia and World Bank to collaborate

on climate disaster prevention

(fs) Deputy Prime Minister of Mongolia Sainbuyan

Amarsaikhan met with World Bank’s Resident

Representative in Mongolia Taehyun Lee to discuss

strategies to mitigate climate-related disaster risks and

boost financial resilience.

Amarsaikhan proposed enhancing tools like a Disaster

Risk Fund and Risk Insurance, with support from

international financial institutions. Both parties agreed

on the development of these financial tools, with the

World Bank expressing support, noting that 10 percent
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of unused funds from its financing package may be

allocated to these efforts. [GoGo]

North Korea conducts ICBM test

(mc) South Korean and Japanese officials reported that

North Korea tested its Hwasong-19 intercontinental

ballistic missile (ICBM) on October 31. According to

North Korean sources, the launch lasted approximately

86 minutes, marking a record duration for the country.

The ICBM reached an altitude of 7,000 km and flew

1,001 kilometers (622 miles) before landing near

Japan's Okushiri Island. [CNN]

North Korean leader Kim Jong Un described the test as

a deterrent action against North Korea's adversaries

and emphasized plans to further advance the country’s

nuclear capabilities. [KCNA] [BBC]

South Korea, Japan, and US hold joint air

drills in response to latest North Korean

missile test

(jb) Following North Korea’s launch of the new

Hwasong-19 intercontinental ballistic missile (ICBM) on

October 31 (see article in this edition), South Korea,

which has been on high alert and has responded

strongly to North Korea’s continued threats, has joined

Japan and the United States on November 3 to hold air

drills aimed at sending preparatory warning to its

northern neighbor.

The drills, which were held in the sea east of Jeju Island

in South Korea, involved at least one B1-B bomber, a

heavy bomber developed by Rockwell which forms a

crucial part of the US Air Force’s fleet. The South

Korean Joint Chiefs of Staff reported that Japanese and

South Korean fighter jets accompanied the B1-B in

preparing to attack a simulated target over an area

where Japanese and South Korean air defense

jurisdictions overlap. The JCS aims for the drills to

enhance trilateral coordination as tensions heighten in

the Korean Peninsula.

The drills are one of two trilateral exercises conducted

by the Japan-Republic of Korea-United State (JAROKUS)

security alliance this year. [Yonhap News Agency]
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South Korea, EU hold strategic talks on

North Korean troops dispatched to Russia

(mc) South Korean Foreign Minister Cho Tae-yul and

Defense Minister Kim Yong-hyun met with European

Union foreign policy chief Josep Borrell in Seoul on

November 4. Borrell arrived in Seoul a day before to

co-chair the first Strategic Dialogue between South

Korea and the EU.

Borrell, who visited the Demilitarized Zone the day

prior, stressed the need for peace efforts in both

Europe and Asia amid rising regional tensions. While

South Korea has provided non-lethal aid to Ukraine,

including demining equipment, its reluctance to supply

lethal arms was noted during the discussions. Cho

stated that "all possible scenarios" were under

consideration in response to North Korea's military

support for Russia.

In their joint statement, the EU and South Korea

underscored security cooperation and condemned

North Korea's military support to Russia. They agreed

to work closely with the international community to

prevent further military cooperation between Russia

and North Korea. [Yonhap Agency News]

Meanwhile, North Korean Foreign Minister Choe Son

Hui, in a meeting with Russian Foreign Minister Sergei

Lavrov in Moscow, expressed North Korea's

commitment to support Russia "until it wins the war in

Ukraine." [Reuters]

US Senate criticizes South Africa over

Taiwan coercion

(am) U.S. Senate Foreign Relations Committee Chair

Senator Ben Cardin has criticized South Africa’s

demand for Taiwan to relocate its representative office

from Pretoria.

Cardin described the demand as “deeply concerning”

and urged South Africa to reconsider its actions. He

noted that South Africa's reference to UN Resolution

2758 as justification for its demand aligns with China's

misinterpretation of the resolution, stating, “The

resolution only addresses China’s representation at the

UN; it does not define Taiwan’s political status.”

Cardin called on the international community to resist

China’s “coercive tactics regarding sovereign nations’

treatment of Taiwan.” [Foreign Relations Committee]

[Taiwan News]
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On October 7, South Africa issued a demand for

Taiwan to move its representative office to

Johannesburg under pressure from China (see AiR No.

43, October/2024, 4).

EU pushed to increase exchanges with

Taiwan

(am) The European Commission has released a report

expressing concern over China’s aggressive actions

towards Taiwan and recommending that the European

Union (EU) enhance its exchanges with Taiwan.

The report, authored by former Finnish president Sauli

Niinisto, highlights that China's rise and the rapid

expansion of its national power are significantly

shifting the strategic balance in the Indo-Pacific.

The potential economic and security repercussions of

Chinese aggression towards Taiwan or in the South

China Sea could be substantial for Europe and the

global community.

The report emphasizes the importance of collaboration

with partners such as the U.S., U.K., Japan, Australia,

Canada, Ukraine, and Taiwan, suggesting that this

coalition can build mutual resilience and strengthen

preparedness against increasing hybrid threats

stemming from the worsening geopolitical

landscape. [Taipei Times]

In Bangladesh, UN human rights chief

calls for lasting reforms, investigation

into killings during unrest

(lm/asa) UN High Commissioner for Human Rights

Volker Türk recently concluded a two-day visit to

Bangladesh, emphasizing the need for lasting reforms

following the recent student-led protests and the

resignation of former Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina.

Speaking to government officials, civil society, and

student leaders, Türk highlighted Bangladesh's unique

opportunity for systemic change and called for

accountability and justice in response to the unrest,

which led to over 1,000 deaths, including many

students, and thousands more injured. Türk met with

Muhammad Yunus, the interim leader and Nobel

laureate, and commended his administration’s

commitment to reform, urging it to pursue

transparency and sustainable measures that address

longstanding human rights concerns.
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Türk urged a comprehensive investigation into all

killings and abuses that occurred between July and

August, including alleged attacks on minority

communities, especially the Hindu minority, who

reported violence and demanded protection during

the protests. He highlighted the importance of swift

accountability and encouraged the government to

ensure thorough investigations to build trust with

vulnerable groups and promote national reconciliation.

Acknowledging recent government actions, Türk

praised the repeal of restrictive laws, including the

Cyber Security Act, and called for additional reforms to

safeguard freedom of expression and prevent future

repression. He underscored the need for a national

truth and healing process to address the recent

violence and ensure that past abuses are not repeated.

Memorialization efforts, such as converting the former

detention center Aynaghor into a museum, were

highlighted as essential steps toward collective healing.

[UN News] [Associated Press] [Reuters]

In line with these efforts, Bangladesh's Foreign Affairs

Adviser Md Touhid Hossain confirmed ongoing

discussions with the UN about establishing a

permanent UN Human Rights office in Dhaka, though

no formal proposal has been received. Social Welfare

Adviser Sharmeen S. Murshid indicated that this office,

once established, would facilitate direct investigations

into human rights violations in the country. The UN’s

fact-finding mission, requested by the Yunus-led

government, is expected to report within a month on

the alleged abuses, including actions taken against

journalists and political dissenters, with Türk

advocating for the release of journalists detained on

questionable charges. [Bangla News] [The Business

Post]

Bangladesh’s interim leader receives

invitation to Cairo D-8 summit for high-

level dialogue

(asa) On October 30, Egypt’s Ambassador to

Bangladesh, Omar Fahmy, formally extended an

invitation to Bangladesh’s interim leader, Chief Adviser

Muhammad Yunus, to attend the upcoming D-8

Summit in Cairo, scheduled for December 16-19.

Ambassador Fahmy emphasized the significance of the

summit, with heads of government from multiple D-8

countries, including Turkey, Indonesia, Malaysia,

Pakistan, and Nigeria, confirming their participation.

The summit’s agenda will address crucial topics,

including measures to support Palestinians amidst

ongoing regional challenges. [Bangla News 24]
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During the meeting, Ambassador Fahmy also

expressed Egypt's support for Bangladesh's interim

government's democratic transition following the

recent student-led uprising. Yunus expressed his

gratitude for the support and expressed his optimism

regarding the heightened cooperation between Egypt

and Bangladesh in international forums such as the

OIC and D-8. [Daily Observer]

Moreover, the Ambassador of Egypt expressed his

optimism that Bangladeshi business delegations would

engage with Egypt to explore prospects in ready-made

garments, pharmaceuticals, and jute cultivation. He

further confirmed Egypt's endorsement of

Bangladesh's candidacy for a non-permanent UN

Security Council seat in 2031-32, while also requesting

Dhaka's support for Cairo's bid for the UNESCO

Director General position. Both leaders stressed the

significance of expediting agreements in the fields of

agriculture, textiles, and pharmaceuticals .[Dhaka

Tribune]

India’s top diplomat highlights expanding

global role and multipolar partnerships in

foreign policy shift

(ad/lm) India's External Affairs Minister, S. Jaishankar,

recently highlighted transformative shifts in India’s

foreign policy, emphasizing its commitment to being a

“Vishwa Mitra” (world friend) amid an increasingly

multi-polar world. Addressing both business leaders in

Mumbai and intellectuals at a book launch, Jaishankar

stressed that India’s foreign policy now focuses on

fostering goodwill globally, supporting the Indian

diaspora, and expanding international job

opportunities for Indians.

Jaishankar outlined how India’s growing global

presence is powered by proactive leadership and a

vision of inclusivity. He cited recent agreements

facilitating Indian employment in regions such as

Europe, America, and Malaysia, expanding access for

Indians to global job markets. Additionally, he noted

Prime Minister Narendra Modi's active role in

attracting foreign investment, exemplified by his recent

engagements with CEOs in the United States to bolster

India's economic footprint.

Reflecting on the complexities of international

friendships, Jaishankar explained that in a multi-polar

world, alliances are rarely exclusive, and India seeks

positive relationships with as many nations as possible.

He referenced India’s partnerships with the United

States, Japan, and Australia through the Quad, along
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with multi-faceted ties with Russia and France as

“statements of multi-polarity.” This approach, he

argued, helps India navigate alliances that may not

always align but allow for meaningful collaboration

based on mutual interests.

India's credibility on the world stage, according to

Jaishankar, is strengthened by its non-dogmatic stance

and the public’s confidence in its leadership. He

underscored that India’s journey toward becoming a

developed nation is built on "vision, strength, and

conviction," with a focus on sovereignty, territorial

integrity, and global contribution. As India pursues

these diverse relationships, Jaishankar reaffirmed that

such partnerships are a continuous “work in progress,”

shaped by a balance of shared values and strategic

interests. [The Economic Times] [Business Times]

India’s External Affairs Minister

Jaishankar inaugurates new consulate in

Brisbane

(lm) External Affairs Minister S. Jaishankar inaugurated

India’s new Consulate General in Brisbane on

November 4, marking India’s fourth consulate in

Australia, alongside those in Sydney, Melbourne, and

Perth. Jaishankar emphasized that the new consulate

will bolster India’s relationship with Queensland,

promoting trade, educational linkages, and serving the

Indian diaspora. The inauguration was attended by

Queensland Governor Jeannette Young and state

ministers.

During his visit, Jaishankar paid homage to Mahatma

Gandhi at Roma Street Parklands in Brisbane,

highlighting Gandhi’s message of peace. He also held

discussions with Governor Young, exploring ways to

enhance economic and trade ties with Queensland.

Jaishankar’s Australia tour includes co-chairing the

15th Foreign Ministers’ Framework Dialogue with

Australian Foreign Minister Penny Wong in Canberra

and delivering the keynote at the Raisina Down Under

conference. Following Australia, Jaishankar will

proceed to Singapore to participate in the ASEAN-India

Network of Think Tanks Roundtable and engage with

Singaporean leadership to further strengthen bilateral

relations. [The Hindu] [Asia News Network]

India presents updated biodiversity

strategy at Convention on Biological
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Diversity

(ad) India presented its revised National Biodiversity

Strategy and Action Plan (NBSAP) at the Convention on

Biological Diversity (CBD) COP16 in Cali, Colombia,

emphasizing "area-based conservation" and

"agrobiodiversity" as focal points. The plan aims to

meet 23 national biodiversity targets aligned with

global objectives, focusing on protected areas and

biodiversity conservation in human-dominated

landscapes. Key biodiversity goals include conserving

30 percent of India's land area, enhancing justice and

participation for local communities, reducing food

waste, and managing invasive species.

The action plan highlights the importance of protected

areas in sustaining ecosystems, aiding species

migration, and supporting evolutionary processes.

Agrobiodiversity initiatives focus on maintaining crop

diversity and species conservation across India's

agroclimatic zones, with 168 domesticated crop

species identified.

Other priority areas include marine conservation,

wetland and coastal ecosystem protection, genetic

diversity, biosafety, and reducing nutrient and

pesticide pollution. However, implementing these

objectives requires substantial financial support. The

projected annual cost is expected to rise to

approximately INR 816.65 billion (USD 9.8 billion) by

2029-30—more than double recent expenditures.

Minister of State for Environment Kirti Vardhan Singh

emphasized the need for international funding and

accessible resources for technology and capacity

building, aligning with the Kunming-Montreal Global

Biodiversity Framework. [Hindustan Times]

Maldives aims to secure USD 147 million

in grant aid for 2025, 72 percent from

India

(axc) In its 2025 budget, the Maldives government

under President Mohamed Muizzu has projected MVR

2.25 billion (approximately USD 147 million) in

international grant aid, with India expected to

contribute MVR 1.6 billion (USD 104 million),

representing 72 percent of the total. The budget,

presented to Parliament on October 31, also

anticipates MVR 502 million (22 percent) from China,

with additional aid expected from Japan, Pakistan,

Saudi Arabia, and the Netherlands, along with MVR 336

million from international organizations.
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India's recent financial support for the Maldives has

been substantial. During Muizzu’s visit to India, New

Delhi committed an additional USD 400 million, with a

currency swap agreement worth roughly USD 350

million. India has also agreed to roll over USD 100

million in Treasury Bills through the State Bank of

India, helping the Maldives manage fiscal obligations.

[The Hindu]

Further strengthening bilateral ties, Maldives and India

have launched the seventh edition of their joint

military exercise, Ekatha, to enhance maritime security

cooperation. [Raajje]

Since taking office, Muizzu has shown an evolving

approach to Maldives-India relations, shifting from

advocating for reduced Indian presence to actively

engaging in military and economic partnerships. His

recent visit included a joint vision statement focusing

on economic and maritime security and an agreement

for India to assist in repairing the Maldives Coast

Guard vessel Huravee.

Thick smog blankets northern India and

eastern Pakistan, raising health alarms

(tf/mft) Amid a hazardous smog crisis, Pakistan’s

second-largest city, Lahore, and India’s capital Delhi

have reported record-breaking pollution levels,

prompting heightened health alerts and calls for

regional collaboration. In Lahore, Pakistan’s air quality

index (AQI) recently surged beyond 700, rendering it

the most polluted city globally, while Delhi’s AQI

hovered around 250, both far exceeding the safe

limits. The seasonal smog, worsened by stubble

burning, coal-fired plants, and stagnant winter air,

poses critical health risks, with experts warning of

reduced life expectancy due to prolonged exposure.

Both countries are implementing localized anti-smog

measures, though enforcement remains challenging.

Pakistan has declared smog a “calamity” and

implemented stringent restrictions in Lahore, including

closure of primary schools for a week, a three-month

leave for special education students with respiratory

conditions, bans on stubble and waste burning, and a

“green lockdown” limiting high-emission activities.

[CNN] [DAWN] [The Express Tribune] [ANI News]

India’s Supreme Court recently criticized Punjab and

Haryana for insufficient action against stubble burning,

despite Diwali firecracker bans in Delhi aimed at

reducing smog. India’s Clean Air Programme seeks a 40
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percent reduction in particulate matter by 2026, but

critics argue that more aggressive steps are needed.

The crisis has highlighted a socioeconomic divide, as

wealthier residents in Lahore and Delhi can afford air

purifiers, while lower-income families are left

vulnerable. With pollution cited as India’s most

significant health threat, reducing life expectancy in

Delhi by up to 8.5 years, experts stress that cross-

border initiatives are crucial. [The Guardian]

Climate specialists in Pakistan advocate a

transboundary pollution management strategy,

recognizing that only a coordinated response can

effectively mitigate this recurring environmental

disaster. In this context, Maryam Nawaz, Chief Minister

of Pakistan’s Punjab province, has proposed a “smog

diplomacy” initiative with India’s Punjab, advocating for

collaborative efforts to reduce cross-border pollution

sources. Nawaz emphasized that “smog is not a

political but a humanitarian issue,” and is expected to

formally invite her Indian counterpart, Chief Minister

Bhagwant Mann, for discussions. However, India has

yet to respond. [Al Jazeera]

Pakistan’s Prime Minister secures USD 3.6

billion investment boost from Qatar,

Saudi Arabia

(lm) During a recent tour of the Gulf, Pakistan’s Prime

Minister Shehbaz Sharif strengthened ties with Qatar

and Saudi Arabia, securing substantial investment

pledges and promoting Pakistan as a strategic regional

partner. In Doha, Qatar committed USD 3 billion to

Pakistan, while in Riyadh, Saudi Arabia pledged an

additional USD 600 million, bringing its total

investment in Pakistan to USD 2.8 billion. Both

countries’ support underlines Pakistan’s growing

importance in the Gulf region.

In meetings with Qatari Prime Minister Sheikh

Mohammed bin Abdul Rahman Al Thani, Shehbaz

emphasized Pakistan’s expanding sectors, including

agriculture, information technology, and tourism,

inviting Qatari businesses to explore these

opportunities. Both leaders agreed on the need to

deepen trade, energy cooperation, and cultural

exchange, aligning with Qatar's vision for regional

economic growth and stability. Additionally, the visit

featured an exhibition of Pakistani art and

architecture, further enhancing cultural connections

between the two nations. [Business Standard]
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Following his time in Qatar, Sharif met with Saudi

Crown Prince Mohammed bin Salman, who affirmed

Saudi Arabia’s interest in strengthening economic ties

with Pakistan. This support builds on last month’s USD

2.2 billion investment from Saudi Arabia, allowing

initial exports from Pakistan in agriculture and other

sectors. [DAWN 1]

The prime minister expressed gratitude to both Qatar

and Saudi Arabia for their support of Pakistan’s

economic growth and praised Qatar's role in

advocating for peace in Gaza, stressing the significance

of peaceful solutions to regional conflicts. [DAWN 2]

[PTV World] [Anadolu Ajansı]

NATO International Military Staff Director

General discusses cooperation during

Pakistan visit

(lm) From October 27-29, Lieutenant General Janusz

Adamczak, Director General of NATO International

Military Staff (IMS), visited Pakistan to engage in the

11th NATO-Pakistan Military Staff Talks. Hosted by

Lieutenant General Ahsan Gulrez, Director General of

Pakistan’s Joint Staff, the talks emphasized

strengthening NATO-Pakistan ties through capacity

building and interoperability.

The discussions focused on individual and collective

training, joint exercises, and counter-terrorism

knowledge exchange. Both sides agreed to an annual

work plan for enhanced military-to-military

cooperation. During his visit, LTG Adamczak met with

senior Pakistani military officials, including Chief of the

General Staff Lieutenant General Avais Dastgir, Vice

Chief of Naval Staff Vice Admiral Ovais Ahmed Bilgrami,

and Air Vice Marshal Ahmed Aurangzeb, Director

General of Warfare and Strategy, to explore

collaboration across land, maritime, and air sectors.

Additionally, the NATO delegation visited Islamabad's

National Aerospace Science & Technology Park

(NASTP), a hub for innovation in aviation, space, IT, and

cybersecurity, reflecting the shared interest in

expanding cooperative security measures in these

areas. [NATO]

Former Pakistani Guantanamo detainee

dies after years of suffering in Karachi
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(lm) Abdul Rahim Ghulam Rabbani, a former

Guantanamo Bay detainee from Karachi who spent

nearly two decades in detention without charges, died

last week due to prolonged illness. Arrested in Karachi

in 2002, Rabbani and his brother endured extensive

torture in CIA custody before being transferred to

Guantanamo in 2004. They were only released in

February 2023.

Analysts have called Rabbani’s case a result of

"mistaken identity," citing that he was among

hundreds of Pakistanis handed over to US authorities

after 9/11. Despite returning home, Rabbani struggled

with health issues attributed to his mistreatment

during detention. [Arab News]

Pakistan introduces free online visa for

Sikhs from UK, US, Canada

(mra) Pakistan has introduced a streamlined, free

online visa process for Sikh pilgrims from the United

States, Canada, and the United Kingdom, allowing visa

issuance within 30 minutes. This initiative, announced

by Interior Minister Mohsin Naqvi, aims to facilitate

access to significant Sikh religious sites in Pakistan,

such as Hasan Abdal, Kartarpur, Nankana Sahib, and

Lahore. [DAWN] [Tribune India]

Pakistan Army Chief highlights global

peacekeeping gaps at conference, citing

Kashmir and Palestine

(ja) At the 28th Annual Conference of the International

Association of Peacekeeping Training Centre (IAPTC) in

Islamabad, Pakistan’s Chief of Army Staff, General Syed

Asim Munir, underscored the unresolved conflicts in

Palestine and Kashmir as indicative of shortcomings in

global peacekeeping efforts. General Munir

emphasized that, despite ongoing peace initiatives by

the United Nations (UN) and others, challenges persist,

notably in areas of longstanding conflict.

UN Under Secretary General Jean Pierre Lacroix, also

present, recognized Pakistan’s substantial

contributions to UN peacekeeping missions, where it

has been one of the largest contributors. Since joining

the UN in 1947, Pakistan has participated in 70

missions, with 168 Pakistani peacekeepers having lost

their lives.[tribune.com.pk] [DAWN]
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Seychelles plans NBSAP submission for

2024 after missing CDB COP16 deadline

(lm) The Seychelles delegation at the 16th Conference

of Parties under the Convention on Biological Diversity

(CBD COP16), held from October 21 to November 2 in

Colombia, was focusing on the commitments made

under the Kunming-Montreal Global Biodiversity

Framework (KMGBF). Despite a global commitment to

submit National Biodiversity Strategies and Action

Plans (NBSAPs) by COP16, the Seychelles did not meet

the deadline. Minister for Agriculture, Climate Change,

and Environment Flavien Joubert attributed the delay

to challenges in finalizing the plan but aims for

completion by the end of 2024.

Under the KMGBF, countries are expected to work

toward protecting 30 percent of land and sea by 2030,

reducing pesticide use, and reforming harmful

subsidies. Only 25 countries, including some of the

most biodiverse nations, met the submission deadline,

with the UN urging other nations to announce their

NBSAPs during COP16 or by the year’s end.

Joubert expressed concerns about funding accessibility

for biodiversity initiatives, particularly from local NGOs.

At the conference, he also emphasized Seychelles’

focus on partnerships to support coral reef resilience,

aligning with national priorities to advance projects

that hold economic significance.

In his view, establishing a baseline and securing

transparent funding resources are essential steps to

help Seychelles and other countries fulfill their

biodiversity goals. Joubert further indicated that

Seychelles would prioritize collaboration with global

partners to address these financial and logistical

challenges, reinforcing a commitment to KMGBF’s

targets. [Seychelles News Agency]

European Union provides EUR 150,000 in

humanitarian relief to support recent Sri

Lankan flood victims

(axc) The European Union has allocated EUR 150,000 to

assist over 40,000 people affected by recent floods in

Sri Lanka's western and northwestern provinces. This

funding, directed through the Sri Lanka Red Cross, will

support emergency needs, including first-aid services,

mobile medical camps, and cleaning campaigns to

prevent diseases like dengue.
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The contribution is part of the EU’s ongoing support

through the IFRC’s Disaster Response Emergency Fund,

adding to an earlier EUR 200,000 aid following summer

floods. Recent heavy rainfall has affected over 150,000

people, displacing more than 10,000 across Colombo,

Gampaha, and Puttalam. [EEAS]

Sri Lanka’s Prime Minister meets with

IOM Mission Chief to discuss cyber

security, rescue of Sri Lankan nationals

(sl) On November 2, the prime minister of Sri Lanka,

Dr. Harini Amarasuriya, met with Kristin B. Parco, Chief

of Mission of the International Organization for

Migration (IOM). The discussion focused on

strengthening cyber security measures to combat

cyber fraud and the rescue of Sri Lankan nationals

trafficked to Myanmar. [Ada Derana]

Brunei's Islamic bank joins United Nations

Global Compact to advance sustainability

(ga) Bank Islam Brunei Darussalam (BIBD) has joined

the United Nations Global Compact (UNGC), a global

initiative that encourages responsible business

practices aligned with human rights, labor standards,

environmental sustainability, and anti-corruption.

Through this membership, BIBD becomes the first in

Brunei’s private financial sector to commit to the

UNGC's 10 Universal Principles, joining over 20,000

companies worldwide focused on supporting the

Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). The

membership further builds on BIBD’s sustainability

journey, which includes a commitment of BND 2 billion

(USD 1.5 billion) for sustainability-related projects by

2030, part of its Sustainability Framework and

Roadmap launched in 2021.

BIBD commits to annual Communication on Progress

(COP) reports, ensuring transparency in its

sustainability efforts. These steps align BIBD with

Brunei Vision 2035, reinforcing its commitment to a

sustainable future for Brunei. [Borneo Bulletin] [BIBD

Facebook]

Indonesia and ILO strengthen partnership

to enhance migrant worker protection
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(gk) Indonesia’s Minister for Migrant Workers

Protection Abdul Karding received a visit from the

International Labour Organization’s (ILO’s) Director for

Indonesia and Timor-Leste, Simrin Singh, in Jakarta.

During this meeting, cooperation to improve the

protection of migrant workers was discussed.

While lauding the efforts of ILO in supporting the

resolution of various issues in the past, the Indonesian

government sought intensified efforts at protecting the

migrant workers. The minister noted that in the

medium term, the plan is to strengthen partnerships

with destination countries by requesting job orders

and collaborating with educational institutions to

prepare suitable candidates. For the long term, the

minister envisions working with Ministry of Education

to provide specialized training, extending beyond

English to vocational skills, such as nursing. [Olenka, in

Indonesian] [Antara]

Laos, Vietnam and Cambodia conduct

joint disaster response training

(mt) In response to the recent destruction from

Typhoons Yagi and Prapiroon, military forces from

Laos, Vietnam, and Cambodia held joint disaster

response training on October 28 to improve regional

rescue coordination. The exercise focused on cross-

border collaboration, with simulated water and land

rescues, first aid drills, and triage processes aimed at

efficient victim management.

Overseen by Deputy Chief of the Lao People’s Army,

Somphone Mittaphone, the training emphasized

detailed planning and effective timelines. The exercise

also prepares for a similar joint operation in Cambodia

next month, featuring live demonstrations to further

enhance cross-border response capacity and resilience

against natural disasters, which have already affected

15 Lao provinces this year. [The Laotian Times]

Laos charts new course with

infrastructure initiative

(mt) In a major move to expedite its transition from

landlocked to land-linked, Laos has announced the

launch of a significant infrastructure project. The

Laotian Ministry of Public Works and Transport in Laos,

collaborating with Japan, the World Bank, and the

Asian Development Bank, is drafting a five-year plan
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aimed at shifting Laos from land-locked to land-linked

status. 

At the 16th Infrastructure Sector Working Group

meeting held on October 29, Deputy Minister

Saysongkham Manodham emphasized the Priorities

for the plan including green infrastructure, securing

funding, regulatory reforms, and operational

improvements. Details regarding the specific projects

under this initiative are yet to be unveiled. [The Laotian

Times]

Malaysia takes leadership role of

International Anti-Corruption Academy

(oc) Azalina Othman Said, Malaysian Minister of Law

and Institutional Reforms, was elected on October 30

as president of the International Anti-Corruption

Academy (IACA), marking the first time Malaysia holds

the presidency of the global anti-corruption

organization.

The IACA was established in 2011 in Austria and has

served as a global hub for anti-corruption and

equitable governance research. [Malay Mail] [The Star]

EU imposes sanctions against Karen

Border Force in Myanmar

(tl) The European Union (EU) has imposed sanctions on

Karen Border Guard Force (BGF) leaders General Saw

Chit Thu, Major Saw Mote Thun, Major Saw Tin Win,

and the BGF-owned Chit Linn Myaing Group (CLM).

The BGF consists of subdivisions of the Myanmar

military made up of former insurgency groups

operating under the direction of the Myanmar

military's regional command. The sanctions are based

on their involvement in and financial gain from scam

operations in Myawaddy Township, near the Thailand-

Myanmar border, particularly in Shwe KoKKo

Township.

The EU asserts that CLM is closely linked to the

Myanmar military regime, which has been in power

since the coup. In response, Major Saw Tin Win

claimed that the EU sanctions would have no impact

on them, as they reside within Myanmar. While the

EU's announcement did not specifically mention the

casinos operated by the BGF, it focused on the

sanctions related to scam operations. Major Saw Tin

Win also stated that the BGF actively participates in
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anti-trafficking initiatives and assists in the repatriation

of victims to their home countries.

With these new sanctions, the EU has now targeted

106 individuals, and 22 entities connected to Myanmar,

subjecting them to asset freezes and travel bans. [The

Diplomat][Burma News International]

Philippine military begin drills in the

South China Sea amid regional tensions

and plans future exercises with the US

(alm) The Philippines launched two weeks of military

exercises to simulate seizing an island in the South

China Sea. Over 3,000 military personnel are involved,

with officials stating the exercises are not aimed at any

specific country. [AP News 1]

China, which claims nearly the entire South China Sea

based on its “nine-dash line” – a claim rejected seven

years ago by the international court, has had ongoing

territorial tensions with the Philippines and other

regional nations. [AP News 2] [Al Jazeera]

According to the Philippines’ chief of armed forces,

general Romeo Brawner Jr. their mission is to prepare

to respond to any external threats that challenge state

sovereignty. Artillery and assault rifles have been

reported in use. China has opposed such drills

however the Philippines are not expecting any hostile

moves against them. The U.S. has also strengthened its

Indo-Pacific alliances, and next year’s U.S.-Philippines

joint exercises are likely to include similar maneuvers

in contested areas. [AP News 3].

9/11-style plot halted as Kenyan man

trained for attack in Philippines

(lm) A federal prosecutor told a New York jury that

Cholo Abdi Abdullah, a Kenyan national, was arrested

while training as a commercial pilot in the Philippines,

where he was allegedly planning a 9/11-style attack in

the U.S. on behalf of the terrorist group al-Shabab. The

prosecution stated that Abdullah, who began his pilot

training in 2017, posed as an aspiring pilot but was

instead plotting to crash a plane into a U.S. building.

Assistant U.S. Attorney Jon Bodansky revealed that

Abdullah researched breaching cockpit doors and

examined past terror attacks, aiming to carry out a

suicide mission. Abdullah was arrested in the
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Philippines in 2019 before being extradited to the U.S.

in 2020, where he faces terrorism charges and a

potential 20-year prison sentence if convicted. [Voice

of America]

Thailand, Laos, and Myanmar launch

cross-border haze reduction initiative

(lm/mt) Thailand, Laos, and Myanmar have jointly

launched the “Clear Sky Strategy 2024-2030” to

address ongoing cross-border smoke and haze

pollution, especially during the dry season when air

quality is most impacted by agricultural burning and

forest fires. The initiative was announced at a Bangkok

ceremony attended by the natural resources ministers

from each country.

The “Clear” strategy—short for Continued

Commitment, Leveraging Mechanisms, Experience

Sharing, Air Quality Networks, and Response—aims to

strengthen sustainable cooperation and actions to

curb regional air pollution. Originally, Asean members

committed to reducing transboundary haze through

the Asean Agreement on Transboundary Haze

Pollution signed in 2002, with Thailand hosting

discussions earlier this year to formalize a clear,

actionable plan.

Thailand's Minister of Foreign Affairs, Maris

Sangiampongsa, emphasized the urgency to address

haze pollution from industries, transport, and

agriculture before seasonal drops in air temperature

worsen PM2.5 levels. The Clear Sky Strategy includes

planned conferences and cooperation with

international partners to share best practices and

improve air quality networks. [Bangkok Post]

Thailand commences OECD accession

amid expanding trade and regional

diplomacy

(msz/lm) Thailand recently embarked on several key

diplomatic and economic initiatives, including its

accession process to the Organisation for Economic

Cooperation and Development (OECD) and strategic

trade negotiations with major regional blocs and

countries.

On October 31, Thailand launched its OECD accession

process, with Foreign Minister Maris Sangiampongsa

highlighting Thailand’s readiness and potential to
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contribute to global policy-making. The OECD’s

secretary-general, Mathias Cormann, who visited

Bangkok to mark the start of Thailand’s OECD

accession process, emphasized Thailand’s commitment

to OECD membership, aimed at boosting the country’s

global competitiveness, standards, and alignment with

international governance practices.

Cormann presented Thailand’s OECD Accession

Roadmap, setting the foundation for Thailand to

address its unique context and priorities in discussions

with the OECD. The Secretary-General also met with

Thai Prime Minister, the Deputy Prime Minister, and

key officials, discussing Thailand’s dedication to the

accession process and highlighting how OECD

membership could strengthen regulations, enhance

transparency, and attract sustainable investment.

[Bangkok Post 1] [Ministry of Foreign Affairs Thailand]

In addition to its OECD ambitions, Thailand is

deepening its trade and economic collaborations,

notably with the Eurasian Economic Union (EAEU).

Following discussions between Commerce Minister

Pichai Naripthaphan and Russian Deputy Minister of

Agriculture Sergey Levin, Thailand aims to expedite a

free trade agreement (FTA) with the EAEU, comprising

Russia, Armenia, Belarus, Kazakhstan, and Kyrgyzstan.

The FTA would capitalize on Thailand’s growing role as

a hub for data centers and high-tech manufacturing,

potentially benefiting sectors like artificial intelligence

and digital innovation. Meanwhile, Russia is seeking

increased imports of Thai rice and food products, while

Thailand considers agricultural imports, including

wheat and dairy, from Russia. [Bangkok Post 2]

Furthering its regional agenda, Thailand is also

strengthening ties with South Asia, leveraging its

position as a bridge between South and Southeast

Asia. During a visit to India on November 1, Foreign

Minister Maris emphasized Thailand’s commitment to

partnerships across trade, defense, and tourism,

particularly in medical tourism. Discussions with India’s

Foreign Affairs Minister Subrahmanyam Jaishankar

included regional sustainable development, and Maris

highlighted Thailand’s intent to support trade corridors

connecting South Asia with Central Asia, offering a

gateway to Europe. Thailand’s strategic partnerships

also include enhancing cultural ties with Sri Lanka and

prioritizing relationships with Bangladesh, which

presents both challenges and growth opportunities.

[Bangkok Post 3]

Thai Police seek rescue of 110 trafficking

victims held in Myanmar
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(msz) Thailand’s Anti-Trafficking in Persons Division

(ATPD) is intensifying efforts to rescue approximately

110 victims of human trafficking reportedly held by a

Chinese-led syndicate in Myanmar. The ATPD is

coordinating with the Foreign Affairs Ministry, the Thai

embassy in Myanmar, and Myanmar’s Township

Border Committee to secure their release.

The Civil Society Network for Victim Assistance in

Human Trafficking recently appealed to Prime Minister

Paetongtarn Shinawatra and various embassies,

highlighting that victims from nine countries, including

36 Filipinos and one Moroccan, were lured by a mafia

syndicate and forced into fraudulent work in Myanmar.

Letters were also sent to ethnic armed groups

controlling the Myawaddy area, where the victims are

reportedly held.

The network emphasized Thailand’s commitment to

human rights, especially following its recent election to

the United Nations Human Rights Council. [Bangkok

Post]

Thailand ranked 8th globally, 1st in Asia

for cultural heritage

(lm) Thailand has secured the eighth spot among 89

countries in the "rich cultural heritage" rankings by US

News & World Report, which evaluates countries based

on cultural accessibility, historical richness, food

quality, cultural attractions, and geographical beauty.

The list is led by Greece, followed by Italy, Spain,

France, Turkey, Mexico, Egypt, and Thailand.

Highlighting Thailand’s unique cultural appeal, the

report notes its vibrant mix of modern cities, ancient

ruins, beautiful beaches, and renowned Thai cuisine,

known for balancing sweet, sour, salty, bitter, and spicy

flavors. Tourism, contributing approximately 7 percent

to the nation’s GDP, draws on these cultural assets.

Culture Minister Sudawan Wangsuphakijkosol

expressed optimism that the ranking would further

boost Thailand’s international image and tourism. The

government aims to strengthen Thailand’s soft power

globally, with events like the Loy Krathong festival on

November 15, the Surin elephant round-up festival

from November 16-17, New Year countdowns, and

other cultural, sports, music, and food festivals

scheduled across the country to promote Thai culture

and attract more international visitors. [Bangkok Post]
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Timor-Leste, EU strengthen

decentralization, launch key investment

projects in water, waste, and forestry

(lm) The Government of Timor-Leste and the European

Union (EU) recently held a joint policy dialogue aimed

at boosting Timor-Leste’s decentralization and

reconcentration efforts through the Supporting

Programme for the Deconcentration and

Decentralisation Process in Timor-Leste (SPDD-TL), an

EU-funded initiative. This program is focused on

enhancing local governance and service access,

particularly for vulnerable communities. The initiative

has already achieved key milestones, including the

implementation of the Administrative Decentralisation

Strategy and the passage of critical laws on municipal

finance and administrative division.

The dialogue brought together representatives from

government, civil society, diplomatic corps, and

development partners to discuss decentralization

challenges and strengthen partnerships. EU

Ambassador Marc Fiedrich emphasized that effective

fiscal decentralization depends on transferring powers,

resources, and responsibilities from the central

government to local authorities. Timor-Leste’s

Secretary of State for Local Development, Mateus dos

Santos Tallo, underscored the significance of

collaboration in enhancing governance, particularly

with the upcoming municipal elections. [EEAS 1]

Alongside decentralization efforts, the EU and the

European Investment Bank (EIB Global) have partnered

with the Government of Timor-Leste to launch

transformative investment projects in water supply,

solid waste management, and commercial forestry,

requiring a total investment of approximately EUR 260

million. These initiatives, developed under the Project

Preparation and Implementation Programme (PPIP)

and backed by a EUR 5 million EU grant, are aligned

with Timor-Leste’s national development goals and are

ready for immediate investment.

At the final PPIP Steering Committee meeting, Timor-

Leste’s Minister for Planning and Strategic

Investments, Gastão Francisco de Sousa, noted the

long-term potential of these projects for sustainable

development. Ambassador Fiedrich highlighted the

EU’s Global Gateway strategy, which seeks to mobilize

up to EUR 300 billion globally by 2027 for sustainable

infrastructure and partnerships, marking a new phase

of EU engagement in Timor-Leste through sustainable

loans, guarantees, and potential private investment.

These initiatives are part of the EU’s support for Timor-

Leste’s 2011-2030 Strategic Development Plan, which

https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-slhhlkk-l-ird/


aims to transition Timor-Leste to upper-middle-income

status through inclusive growth, improved

infrastructure, education, and poverty reduction

efforts. [EEAS 2]

Vietnam explores BRICS partnership to

strengthen global cooperation

(lm) Vietnam continues to evaluate the regulations for

partner countries within BRICS, considering its national

interests and conditions, the Foreign Ministry

confirmed. Hanoi emphasized that its engagement in

international arrangements aligns with its foreign

policy of independence, multilateralism, and

diversification of external relations.

Following Prime Minister Pham Minh Chinh’s first

participation at the expanded BRICS+ Summit in Kazan,

Russia, Vietnam joins ASEAN members and 13 new

partner countries in exploring cooperation with BRICS

nations. This partnership offers Vietnam access to

BRICS’ vast resources and markets, supporting the

country’s development goals and enhancing

collaboration on global issues. Currently, BRICS nations

account for 37 percent of global GDP and produce

substantial shares of global wheat, oil, and goods

exports. [Viet Nam News]

ASEAN urges adherence to non-

appropriation of outer space and

promotes equal access

(lm) At the 13th meeting of the UN’s Special Political

and Decolonisation Committee, Vietnam’s Minister

Counsellor Nguyen Hoang Nguyen, representing

ASEAN, called for adherence to the principle of non-

appropriation of outer space and equal access for all

nations. ASEAN emphasized the need for dialogue and

a stronger legal framework to foster cooperation in

space.

Marking the 65th anniversary of the Committee on the

Peaceful Uses of Outer Space, ASEAN highlighted

concerns about the arms race, weaponization, space

pollution, and satellite collisions, advocating for the

UN's central role in international coordination. ASEAN

also underscored the importance of space technology

for environmental solutions, disaster recovery, and

capacity-building in Southeast Asia. [Viet Nam News]
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Vietnam’s Prime Minister concludes three-

nation visit to the Middle East with

strengthened ties

(wn) Vietnam’s Prime Minister Pham Minh Chinh

returned to Hanoi on November 1 after a productive

six-day visit to the United Arab Emirates (UAE), Saudi

Arabia, and Qatar, where he held nearly 60

engagements, including high-level meetings and

business events.

Across the three countries, the visit facilitated the

signing of 33 cooperation documents spanning trade,

investment, energy, technology, and education.

Notably, the visit resulted in a Comprehensive

Economic Partnership Agreement (CEPA) between

Vietnam and the UAE, formalizing their new

Comprehensive Partnership. Additionally, Vietnam

reached agreements with Saudi Arabia and Qatar to

elevate bilateral relations. [Vietnam News 1]

In Riyadh, Chinh met with Saudi Minister of Industry

and Mineral Resources Bandar Ibrahim Al-Khorayef at

the Future Investment Initiative (FII8). The leaders

discussed expanding cooperation in high technology,

food processing, mining, and pharmaceuticals, with a

focus on aligning with Saudi Arabia’s Vision 2030. To

accelerate progress, both sides agreed to send

delegations to negotiate agreements in free trade,

labor, investment protection, and cultural exchange,

with the goal of increasing trade to USD 5-10 billion. Al-

Khorayef also invited Vietnam to join the Future

Minerals Forum in January to further bolster economic

ties. [Vietnam News 2]

In Doha, Chinh met with Qatari Minister of

Communications and Information Technology

Mohammed bin Ali bin Mohammed Al Mannai,

focusing on cybersecurity and data center

collaboration. The discussions highlighted Vietnam’s

expertise in cybersecurity, with Qatar expressing

interest in establishing a Vietnamese technology

business center in Doha. Both nations committed to

strengthening ties in telecommunications,

semiconductors, and cybersecurity, with plans to

negotiate an intergovernmental cybersecurity

agreement to support Qatar’s interest in enhancing

digital security. [Vietnam News 3]

World Bank, Switzerland launch USD 5

million partner grant for urban green

growth in Vietnam
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(cc) The Swiss Government and World Bank have

committed a USD 5 million grant, funded by the Swiss

State Secretariat for Economic Affairs (SECO), to foster

sustainable, climate-resilient urban development in

Vietnam’s largest cities, including Ho Chi Minh City, Da

Nang, and Can Tho. The initiative, Vietnam Accelerating

Green and Resilient Growth in Large Cities, aims to

bolster Vietnam’s urban planning with a focus on low-

carbon growth, climate resilience, and resource

diversification.

This partnership will develop a knowledge base of best

practices, enhance policy-making, and support

financial mobilization for green investments. The

collaboration builds on previous projects, including

Can Tho's flood risk management system, and reflects

Switzerland’s ongoing commitment to Vietnam’s

sustainable urban development. [Mirage News]

[Vietnam News]

India’s Adani Group halves power supply

to Bangladesh due to unpaid dues

(lm) India’s Adani Power Jharkhand Limited (APJL) has

significantly cut its power supply to Bangladesh,

reducing output from the 1,496-megawatt Godda plant

in Jharkhand to just 700 megawatts. The reduction

follows Bangladesh’s unpaid balance of USD 846

million, which APJL has cited as the reason for this

step. This supply cut has exacerbated an already

challenging national power deficit of over 1,600

megawatts.

Adani Power had previously set a payment deadline for

October 30, urging the Bangladesh Power

Development Board (BPDB) to clear a portion of the

outstanding dues. Despite weekly payments of about

USD 18 million from BPDB, recent charges from Adani

have risen to over USD 22 million, driven by increased

coal costs as stipulated under their Power Purchase

Agreement (PPA) after a one-year supplementary deal

expired. This discrepancy has strained BPDB’s ability to

meet Adani’s demands fully, especially as Bangladesh

faces broader financial constraints and dollar

shortages.

In response, the Bangladeshi government has pledged

to accelerate payments to Adani. Press Secretary

Shafiqul Alam confirmed that authorities aim to settle

approximately USD 700 million of the outstanding

amount, with efforts expedited by improvements in

foreign currency reserves. Alam attributed the delay to

the previous administration’s financial
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mismanagement, emphasizing the current

government’s commitment to resolving the backlog.

Adani initially requested a letter of credit (LC) of USD

170 million from BPDB, which attempted to issue it

through Bangladesh Krishi Bank. However, the

arrangement did not satisfy Adani’s terms under the

PPA. Adani clarified that it is not insisting on full

payment of USD 850 million within seven days but

urged BPDB to clarify the payment situation to prevent

further supply disruptions.

Meanwhile, the Indian Ministry of External Affairs

clarified that the contract is strictly between Adani

Power and Bangladesh, with no involvement from the

Indian government. [The Daily Star 1] [The Daily Star 2]

Bangladesh’s interim leader seeks

Indonesia’s support for Dhaka’s ASEAN

membership

(vk) Bangladesh’s interim leader Muhammad Yunus

has sought Indonesia’s support for Dhaka’s bid to join

the Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN)

and called for greater business opportunities for

Bangladeshi entrepreneurs in Indonesia. During a

farewell visit by Indonesian Ambassador Heru

Hartanto Subolo, Yunus emphasized the strategic

importance of ASEAN membership and shared that he

had previously discussed the issue with Malaysian

Prime Minister Anwar Ibrahim, as Malaysia will soon

assume the ASEAN chair.

Yunus also encouraged Indonesia to welcome more

Bangladeshi students, hire Bangladeshi doctors, and

increase imports of pharmaceuticals from Bangladesh.

[The Daily Star]

Bangladesh’s interim leader Yunus calls

for increased South Korean investment

and worker recruitment

(lm) Bangladesh’s interim leader, Chief Advisor

Muhammad Yunus, has called on South Korea to

increase investment in Bangladesh and recruit more

Bangladeshi workers, especially in sectors like

shipbuilding. The request was made during a meeting

with South Korean Ambassador Park Young-sik, where

Yunus emphasized a vision for a strengthened bilateral

relationship.
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Ambassador Park highlighted that South Korean

companies are showing renewed interest in

Bangladesh following improvements in the business

climate, particularly within ready-made garment (RMG)

factories located in Bangladesh's specialized economic

zones. He also noted Korea’s long-standing

development partnership with Bangladesh, which is

the leading recipient of Korea's Economic

Development Cooperation Fund (EDCF) with USD 3

billion allocated to 34 projects. This funding is

expected to increase to USD 7 billion as more projects

proceed.

Prof. Yunus expressed gratitude for South Korea’s

ongoing support and echoed Ambassador Park's

sentiment on the importance of early negotiation for

an Economic Partnership Agreement (EPA) to further

enhance economic ties. [Dhaka Tribune]

Bangladesh, Azerbaijan explore enhanced

political and economic cooperation

(lm) Azerbaijan’s President Ilham Aliyev expressed

optimism about strengthening political and economic

ties with Bangladesh during a meeting with Amanul

Haq, the newly appointed Bangladeshi Ambassador to

Azerbaijan. Aliyev emphasized opportunities for

cooperation in trade, investment, and mutual support

within international organizations. [News.az]

United States pledges support to help

Bangladesh recover stolen funds

(vk) The United States has pledged support to help

Bangladesh recover stolen funds, as US Charge

d'Affaires Helen LaFave assured Dhaka’s interim

leader, Chief Adviser Muhammad Yunus, during a

farewell meeting. LaFave noted that while repatriating

stolen assets can be challenging, the US is already

providing Bangladesh with advice and assistance to

facilitate the process.

In their discussions, Yunus expressed gratitude for

LaFave’s role in strengthening US-Bangladesh

relations, and LaFave reflected on witnessing the

student-led uprising in Bangladesh earlier this year.

LaFave also conveyed a letter from Secretary of State

Antony Blinken, and the two discussed other issues,

including Rohingya resettlement to the US, judicial

reforms, regional electricity connectivity, and

counterterrorism.
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Yunus emphasized Bangladesh’s commitment to labor

reforms, with LaFave noting that several high-level US

officials would visit Bangladesh in the coming months

to enhance bilateral ties further. [Bss News]

Top UAE companies express strong

interest in investing in Bangladesh, envoy

tells interim leader

(vk) The United Arab Emirates (UAE) is eager to invest

in Bangladesh's logistics, ports, aviation, and

renewable energy sectors, as conveyed by UAE

Ambassador Abdulla Ali Abdulla AlHmoudi during a

meeting with Dhaka’s interim leader, Chief Adviser

Muhammad Yunus. Ambassador AlHmoudi highlighted

the interest of UAE giants like DP World and Abu Dhabi

Ports in investing in Chittagong Port, aimed at

enhancing Bangladesh’s export capacity. Additionally,

Masdar, a leading UAE renewable energy firm,

expressed interest in floating solar projects similar to

its installations in Indonesia.

Chief Adviser Yunus extended gratitude to UAE

President Mohamed bin Zayed Al Nahiyan for the

recent release of 57 Bangladeshi nationals and

thanked the UAE for hosting around one million

Bangladeshi workers. AlHmoudi assured support for

Bangladesh’s interim government, emphasizing the

UAE's commitment to Bangladesh’s pro-business

reforms. Yunus welcomed the investment interest,

underscoring Bangladesh’s business-friendly policies

and encouraging further Emirati business engagement.

[Bss News]

Australia highlights strengthened ties

with Bhutan

(mt) In a recent interview, Philip Green OAM, Australia’s

Non-Resident Ambassador to Bhutan, highlighted the

significant milestones in Bhutan-Australia relations

since 1962, such as the Colombo Plan that facilitated

Bhutanese students studying in Australia. He

emphasized the importance of His Majesty's recent

visit to Australia in deepening bilateral ties and

discussed future cooperation, particularly in education

and human resource development.

Green expressed a commitment to increasing

scholarship opportunities, which have proven

beneficial for Bhutan. At a recent workshop in

Thimphu for Bhutanese alumni of the Australia
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Awards, both the ambassador and Bhutanese officials

recognized the need for the skills learned in Australia

to be applied for Bhutan’s growth, especially amid

challenges in the civil service. [Kuensel 1] [Kuensel 2]

Brunei and Germany enhance maritime

cooperation through UNCLOS workshops

(ga) The German Embassy in Brunei Darussalam, in

collaboration with the Max Planck Foundation for

International Peace and the Rule of Law, has initiated a

series of workshops focused on the United Nations

Convention on the Law of the Sea (UNCLOS) on

October 29.

This event celebrates the 40th anniversary of

diplomatic relations between Germany and Brunei.

[Borneo Bulletin]

Defence Ministry of Brunei sends second

humanitarian team to Philippines

(ga) Brunei's Ministry of Defence (MinDef) deployed its

second Humanitarian and Disaster Relief (HADR) Team

to the Philippines on October 30.

The team consists of 20 personnel and will be

transported using two Royal Brunei Air Force

Blackhawk S70i helicopters. Their mission is part of

‘Operasi BADAI TADUH,’ focusing on providing air

logistic support to facilitate the delivery of aid from the

Philippine government to remote areas in Bicol

Province with limited access. [Borneo Bulletin]

Cambodia and Singapore discuss

enhanced trade and investment

cooperation

(ma) Pich Rithi, Secretary of State at Cambodia’s

Ministry of Commerce, met with Dr. Beh Swan Gin,

Permanent Secretary of Singapore’s Ministry of Trade

and Industry, on November 1. The officials exchanged

views on advancing economic and trade collaboration,

focusing on expediting negotiations for a Digital

Economic Framework Agreement and creating a

favorable environment for trade, business, and

investment to boost bilateral trade.
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The discussion built on the foundation laid during

Cambodian Prime Minister Hun Manet’s official visit to

Singapore in June 2024, where both leaders

highlighted Singapore as one of Cambodia’s largest

investors and the complementary nature of their

economies. They agreed to encourage public and

private sectors in both countries to identify potential

areas for mutually beneficial cooperation, beginning

with food production and supplies.

According to the National Bank of Cambodia, from

2018 to 2023, Cambodia attracted USD 48.4 billion in

foreign direct investment, with Singapore ranking as

the third largest investor after China and South Korea.

[Khmer Times]

Cambodia and Kazakhstan launch direct

flights to boost connectivity and trade

(ma) Deputy Prime Minister Sok Chenda Sophea and

Kazakh Ambassador to Cambodia celebrated the

inauguration of direct flights between Cambodia and

Kazakhstan, marking a significant step in enhancing

people-to-people connections, tourism, and business

opportunities for both nations.

Both sides emphasized their shared commitment to

advancing the Bilateral Consultation Framework, a

strategic platform designed to promote continuous

dialogue and strengthen diplomatic and economic

relations. They expressed mutual ambitions to explore

new trade opportunities, particularly in the agricultural

sector, and reiterated their dedication to deepening

cooperation within both bilateral and multilateral

frameworks, especially under the auspices of CICA.

[Khmer Times]

Cambodia exports to UK surge by over 20

percent in first nine months of 2024

(ma) Cambodia earned nearly USD 750 million from

exports to the UK in the first nine months of 2024,

marking a year-on-year increase of over 20 percent.

According to the General Department of Customs and

Excise (GDCE), exports to the UK totaled USD 746.19

million from January to September, reflecting a 22.6

percent rise compared to the same period in 2023. In

contrast, imports from the UK decreased by 39.4

percent, amounting to USD 39.72 million.

Consequently, the total value of trade between

Cambodia and the UK reached USD 785.9 million, a
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16.6 percent increase from the previous year, with

Cambodia’s trade surplus with the UK expanding to

approximately USD 706.47 million.

Economists highlight that the UK remains a key market

for Cambodia, particularly for textile products such as

garments, footwear, and travel goods. Additionally,

political instability in competitor countries like

Bangladesh and Myanmar has benefited Cambodia’s

textile export market. Improved global economic

conditions are also likely to boost demand for

Cambodian goods, further enhancing export growth. In

addition, the strong trade performance is supported

by duty exemptions and low tariff rates, allowing

Cambodian goods to penetrate not only the UK market

but also other European markets.

Currently, Cambodia exports garments, footwear,

bags, bicycles, and agricultural products to the UK,

while importing vehicles, machinery, electrical

equipment, and electronics. [The Phnom Penh Post]

Cambodia and Germany to enhance

diplomatic and trade cooperation

(ma) Diplomatic cooperation and bilateral trade

between Cambodia and Germany are set to advance

further following a meeting on October 31 between a

German delegation and senior officials from the

Council for the Development of Cambodia (CDC). Led

by Bärbel Kofler, State Secretary for Germany’s

Economic Development Ministry and a

parliamentarian, the German delegation met with

Chhieng Yanara, second vice-chairman of the CDC, at

the CDC headquarters in Phnom Penh.

The primary objective of the meeting was to discuss

the progress of Cambodia-Germany development

cooperation and explore future collaborations,

covering topics such as Cambodia's economic outlook,

government policies, governance, human rights,

partnerships with NGOs and civil society, and the

exchange of insights to strengthen future partnerships.

Trade between Cambodia and Germany reached over

USD 780 million in the first nine months of 2024,

marking a 0.8 percent increase compared to the same

period in 2023. Cambodian exports to Germany

totaled USD 671.79 million, an 8.4 percent rise, while

imports from Germany declined by 29.1 percent to

USD 112.75 million, resulting in a trade surplus of USD

559.03 million for Cambodia. [The Phnom Penh Post]
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Cambodia and Australia strengthen

partnership for economic growth and

regional stability

(mfr) Cambodia and Australia have reaffirmed their

commitment to strengthening cooperation across key

sectors to build a resilient partnership for mutual

benefit. This commitment was emphasized during a

meeting on November 1; between Sok Chenda Sophea,

Cambodia’s Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of

Foreign Affairs and International Cooperation, and

Derek Yip, Australia’s Ambassador to Cambodia,

according to Cambodia’s Ministry of Foreign Affairs.

Deputy Prime Minister Sok Chenda Sophea expressed

gratitude for Australia’s enduring support, which has

significantly contributed to Cambodia’s capacity

building, social development, and digital

transformation efforts. He also provided insights into

Cambodia’s Pentagonal Strategy, a comprehensive

framework designed to accelerate national

development.

Both sides reflected on the longstanding bilateral ties

since establishing diplomatic relations and

underscored their shared dedication to mutual growth

and enhanced cooperation, building on the robust

partnership that has marked their relationship. [Khmer

Times]

China’s elite-focused strategy in

Cambodia

(mfr) Over the past decade, China’s substantial

investment, trade, and aid have positioned it as

Cambodia’s most influential partner, reshaping the

country’s economy through initiatives like the Belt and

Road Initiative (BRI). While Beijing’s elite-driven strategy

has bolstered ties with Cambodia’s leadership, its

broader impact on the Cambodian public remains

unclear. China’s "community of common destiny"

approach, promoting shared benefits and principles

from "Xi Jinping Thought on Socialism with Chinese

Characteristics," emphasizes people-centered

development. However, these principles are often less

visible in grassroots engagement in Cambodia.

A recent survey conducted across Phnom Penh and 11

provinces highlights ambivalent public perceptions of

China’s role. Although 66 percent of respondents

recognized both positive and negative effects of

Chinese influence, 75 percent expressed concerns over

security issues, attributing these to the presence of
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Chinese nationals. Public concerns are further fueled

by perceptions of limited transparency and insufficient

local engagement in Chinese-led projects, contrasting

with China’s stated commitment to open governance.

Cambodian citizens often experience challenges linked

to Chinese investments, such as land disputes and

environmental degradation, leading many to question

whether these projects align with their best interests.

China’s engagement with Cambodian youth similarly

reveals a disconnect. Initiatives like the Youth House

for Cambodia-China Friendship have primarily focused

on elite groups, excluding the broader youth

population. Additionally, China’s ambassador to

Cambodia has focused on strengthening ties with

political leaders and the Chinese diaspora, with limited

outreach to grassroots and civil society organizations.

To build a more sustainable relationship, China may

need to prioritize inclusive development and address

public concerns. While infrastructure projects

contribute to economic growth, a strategy that actively

involves local communities and mitigates

environmental and social impacts could be crucial for

fostering trust. This approach may help China

transition from a profit-driven investor to a true

development partner in Cambodia. [The Interpreter]

US in talks with China to stop North

Korean support for Russia in Ukrainian

war

(alk/to) In recent high-level meetings, the United States

has urged China to use its influence to prevent North

Korean troops from supporting Russian forces in

Ukraine, highlighting tensions around military alliances

and regional stability.

China, US in high level talks about North Korea

US Secretary of State Antony has announced that

China and the US are in high-level talks about North

Korea sending troops to support Russia in its war

against Ukraine. In an October 31 statement following

“2+2” talks with South Korea in Washington Blinken

described the discussions as “robust,” highlighting

concerns over military cooperation between Moscow

and Pyongyang.

Blinken urged China to “do more” to limit the

“provocative” actions of its allies, Russia and North

Korea, and stated that the U.S. expects China to use its

influence to curb these activities.
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His comments followed a report that Deputy Secretary

of State Kurt Campbell and other US officials met with

Chinese diplomats at the residence of Beijing's envoy

to Washington, Xie Feng, for several hours on October

29. [South China Morning Post]

In an earlier move, US Secretary of Defense confirmed

on October 23 North Korean troops being in Russia

(see AiR No. 44, October/2024, 5). [Department of

Defense, USA]

US seeks China's help to address North Korean troops

fighting for Russia

(to) In separate discussions, the US has requested

China to use its influence over North Korea to prevent

North Korean troops from fighting alongside Russian

forces in Ukraine. US officials believe China may feel

uneasy about the strengthened alliance between

North Korea and Russia, as China has historically been

North Korea's primary ally and economic supporter.

China, wary of any potential increase in European

involvement in East Asia, may find North Korea's

involvement in Ukraine to be destabilizing.

Secretary of State Antony Blinken emphasized this

concern in recent diplomatic engagements with

Chinese officials. While China has often supported

North Korea, it shares a complicated stance due to its

preference for regional stability and non-intervention

from European powers. This approach to North

Korea’s cooperation with Russia underscores the

strategic balancing China faces in aligning with its allies

while managing its own regional priorities. [The New

York Times]

China urges US to maintain climate

cooperation post-election

(to) China has expressed hope that the United States

will stay committed to climate cooperation regardless

of the upcoming US election results. Speaking ahead of

the COP29 climate summit, be held in Baku, Azerbaijan

from 11 to 22 November, Xia Yingxian, China’s climate

office head, stressed the importance of stable US

climate policies due to their significant impact on

global goals.

As the world’s top emitters, the US and China hold key

roles in advancing the Paris Agreement, with past

collaborations focused on clean energy and emissions

reduction. China emphasized that consistent US

engagement is essential to maintain momentum in

reducing emissions and developing green
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technologies, highlighting the need for enduring

climate policies across administrations. [Reuters]

China, Russia accused by US of shielding

North Korea at UN

(alk) The US has accused China and Russia of

"shamelessly protecting" North Korea at the United

Nations, enabling Pyongyang to continue violating UN

sanctions as it advances its nuclear weapons program.

US Deputy Ambassador Robert Wood criticized

Moscow and Beijing for blocking Security Council

efforts to condemn North Korea’s recent

intercontinental ballistic missile (ICBM) test, claiming

this shielding has emboldened North Korea to expand

its illegal weapons programs.

At the Security Council meeting on November 4, North

Korea’s UN Ambassador Kim Song vowed to accelerate

the country’s nuclear buildup, citing the perceived U.S.

nuclear threat as pushing the situation “to the brink of

war.”

Russia and China countered the US claims, with

Russian Deputy Ambassador Anna Evstigneeva

accusing Western nations of “demonizing” North Korea

to justify US regional actions. China’s UN Ambassador

Fu Cong called for unity in the Security Council, arguing

for dialogue over sanctions.

South Korean Ambassador Joonkook Hwang noted that

Russia and China have also blocked updates to the

sanctions list, which aims to curb North Korea’s

weapons program. He expressed concern over “large

loopholes” allowing North Korea continued access to

materials needed for its weapons development.

[Reuters]

Chipmaker GlobalFoundries penalised by

US for shipping chips to Chinese firm

(alk) The US Commerce Department said on November

1 that it has fined New York-based GlobalFoundries

USD 500,000 for shipping semiconductor chips without

authorization to SJ Semiconductor, an affiliate of

blacklisted Chinese chipmaker SMIC. GlobalFoundries

reportedly made 74 shipments valued at USD 17.1

million without obtaining the required license.

SMIC and its affiliate were placed on the US trade

restriction list in 2020 due to SMIC’s alleged

connections to China's military-industrial sector, which
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SMIC denies. Exports to listed companies require hard-

to-obtain licenses, which GlobalFoundries did not seek.

The move underscores escalating US efforts to control

the export of semiconductor technology to China,

especially amid rising concerns over China’s military

and technological ambitions. The fine comes at a time

when the US is reinforcing trade restrictions,

specifically targeting Chinese companies like SMIC,

which the US accuses of supporting China’s military-

industrial activities.

Furthermore, with China’s increased focus on

technological self-sufficiency, the US is stepping up its

own vigilance over American technology flowing to

China. This move aligns with broader US efforts to

maintain its strategic advantage in the semiconductor

sector while curbing China’s progress in high-tech

areas with potential military applications. [South China

Morning Post]

China: Canadian intelligence warns about

China’s cyber threat

(to) Canada’s Communications Security Establishment

(CSE) has reported that Chinese cyber activities

represent the most significant state-level cyber threat

facing the nation. This assessment, which also flagged

Russian and Iranian cyber operations, comes amid

tense diplomatic relations between Canada and China.

[Government of Canada]

The CSE highlighted China’s cyber program as both

expansive and technically advanced, involving

espionage, intellectual property theft. The Canadian

Centre for Cyber Security notes that China’s cyber

threats to Canada include sustained efforts to

compromise Canadian government networks,

targeting officials who may be critical of the Chinese

Communist Party. Additionally, China employs cyber

tactics for transnational repression, often focusing on

diaspora groups in Canada, including Uyghurs and pro-

democracy activists, utilizing surveillance and

harassment online. [National Cyber Threat Assessment

2025-2026, Canadian Centre for Cyber Security]

This announcement follows earlier claims from

Canadian Prime Minister Justin Trudeau that China

attempted to interfere in Canada’s past elections,

allegations that China has consistently denied.

[Reuters]
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UK lawmakers to question Shein on

supply chain labor practices

(to) UK lawmakers are preparing to question

executives from Shein, a Singapore-based fashion

retailer founded in China, over labor practices in its

supply chains, including concerns about Chinese

manufacturing standards.

This inquiry could take place as Shein readies for its

London IPO, a process requiring regulatory approval

from both British and Chinese authorities.

Led by Liam Byrne, head of the House of Commons’

Business and Trade Committee, the investigation

focuses on global supply chain standards and alleged

forced labor in Chinese factories. While Shein has

asserted a zero-tolerance stance on forced labor, its

presence in the inquiry remains unconfirmed. The

committee’s findings may influence the company’s

regulatory pathway, potentially affecting Shein’s

London listing plans [Reuters]

China, Finland strengthen economic

cooperation

(alk) Chinese President Xi Jinping welcomed Finnish

President Alexander Stubb to Beijing on October 29,

encouraging Finland to actively engage in China’s

modernization process and expand cooperation in

emerging fields like green energy, digital economy, and

artificial intelligence.

Highlighting Finland’s longstanding diplomatic ties with

China, Xi emphasized the importance of the "future-

oriented cooperative partnership" amid global

challenges. He announced China’s decision to

implement a visa-free policy for Finnish citizens to

boost exchanges in business, tourism, and education.

Next year marks the 50th anniversary of China-EU

diplomatic relations, and Xi encouraged Finland to

support stable China-EU relations. Xi also expressed

China’s willingness to collaborate with Finland on

global issues such as climate change, biodiversity, and

sustainable development.

During the talks, Stubb raised NATO and EU concerns

over North Korea's growing military cooperation with

Russia, including the potential deployment of North

Korean troops to aid Russia's efforts in Ukraine. He

emphasized that this development represents an

“escalation, expansion, and provocation” and conveyed
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to Xi that NATO and the EU view it with alarm. Stubb

also noted his discussion with Xi on the potential

negative impact of China's support for Russia on EU-

China relations, especially in light of Brussels'

forthcoming tariffs on Chinese electric vehicles.

In addition, Stubb and Xi discussed the ongoing

investigation into Finland's Balticconnector gas

pipeline, which was likely damaged by a dragged

anchor from a Hong Kong-registered cargo vessel.

Finland, sharing a long border with Russia and now a

NATO member, is increasingly cautious in balancing its

security interests with diplomatic engagements.

Following the talks, both leaders witnessed the signing

of agreements in education, water resources,

environmental protection, and agriculture, along with a

Joint Action Plan for their partnership from 2025 to

2029. [The State Council, China] [Ministry of Foreign

Affairs, Finland] [Reuters]

China and Russia reaffirm partnership

(to) Chinese Foreign Minister Wang Yi met with visiting

Russian Deputy Foreign Minister Andrey Rudenko on

October 31. During the meeting, Wang emphasized

that China-Russia relations are independent of any

third-party influence and are anchored in historical ties

and mutual interests.

He reiterated that the partnership serves the people of

both nations and supports the UN Charter’s principles,

with both sides committed to advancing cooperation

within frameworks like the Shanghai Cooperation

Organization (SCO) and BRICS.

Rudenko echoed this sentiment, affirming Russia’s

dedication to strengthening high-level exchanges and

coordination with China on global and regional issues,

including Ukraine. [Global Times]

During the meeting, China emphasized its commitment

to Russia despite external global pressures. While the

Ukraine conflict was discussed, the details remain

confidential, with more focus placed on demonstrating

the enduring strength of China-Russia relations and

shared concerns over increased military activities by

the US and its allies in regions like the Korean

Peninsula. [South China Morning Post]

Slovakia shows support for China-led

group on Ukraine
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(to) During a meeting with Chinese President Xi Jinping

in Beijing on November 1 Slovak Prime Minister Robert

Fico announced Slovakia’s willingness to join the

"Friends of Peace" group, an initiative by China and

Brazil at the United Nations aimed at resolving the

Ukraine war. Fico called China’s stance on the

Ukrainian crisis as "fair, objective, and constructive,"

according to a statement of China’s State Council.

Xi welcomed Slovakia’s interest, calling for more

nations to join in fostering peace through dialogue. Xi

also encouraged the incoming EU commissioners to

approach China with a pragmatic and cooperative

mindset, especially on trade and economic issues,

advocating for reduced political tensions.[South China

Morning Post]

Both parties furthermore agreed to elevate their

countries’ relationship to a strategic partnership. This

move highlights a deepening cooperation in areas like

new energy, infrastructure, and logistics, with China

inviting Slovak businesses to explore the Chinese

market. Additionally, China granted Slovak citizens 15-

day visa-free entry, and both leaders exchanged views

on global issues, including Ukraine, where they

emphasized a shared commitment to peace efforts.

[State Council, China]

Fico’s remarks could stir tensions within the EU and

NATO, where Slovakia is a member, as both

organizations have rejected the Sino-Brazilian peace

group comprising nations like South Africa, Egypt,

Indonesia, and Turkey. However, the EU and NATO

argue that peace terms should be set with Ukraine’s

full support, given it was the invaded party. Ukrainian

President Volodymyr Zelensky, questioning the group’s

intentions, stated that any alternative peace terms may

align with Russian interests.

Fico’s alignment with the Sino-Brazilian group

highlights a growing divide within the EU. While the

majority of member states stand firmly with Ukraine, a

smaller faction – now including Hungary and Slovakia –

appears open to engagement with Russia and more

aligned with China’s stance. Last month, both Hungary

and Slovakia, alongside Germany, Slovenia, and Malta,

opposed EU tariffs on Chinese-made electric vehicles,

indicating closer ties with China. [South China Morning

Post]

In an interview on Russian state television on October

31, Fico accused the West of prolonging the war

through its support for Ukraine and expressed his

willingness to negotiate with Putin. [eunews]
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China and Japan agree to continue

dialogue

(to) China and Japan have reaffirmed their

commitment to high-level dialogue, suggesting that a

meeting between Chinese President Xi Jinping and

Japan’s new Prime Minister Shigeru Ishiba could occur

soon. The confirmation followed a meeting in Beijing

between Chinese Foreign Minister Wang Yi and Japan’s

top security official, Takeo Akiba, on November 4.

The two sides agreed to uphold dialogue across

multiple levels to convey a "positive signal" to the

international community, according to a Chinese

foreign ministry statement.

The meeting aimed to strengthen the political

foundation of China-Japan relations during a phase of

"improvement and development." During the

discussion, Wang urged Japan to maintain its

commitment to the one-China policy concerning

Taiwan and to avoid any external influences that could

harm bilateral ties.

Akiba’s visit to Beijing is seen as laying the groundwork

for Xi and Ishiba’s anticipated summit later in the

month, aligning with recent efforts to foster

cooperation rather than conflict between the

neighboring nations. [South China Morning Post]

China and India complete troop pullback

from border standoff

(to) India and China have completed a military pull-

back from two longstanding face-off points along their

disputed Himalayan border, marking an important

step in reducing tensions. Indian officials confirmed

the move, which follows a recent bilateral agreement

aimed at establishing a mutual patrolling schedule in

the Ladakh region (see AiR No. 44, October/2024, 5).

This disengagement is expected to pave the way for

strengthened political and economic relations,

although Indian authorities noted they would proceed

with caution, given the trust issues from the past years.

This resolution comes after four years of military

standoff, intensified by a 2020 border clash that

resulted in casualties on both sides. Following this

recent agreement, soldiers from both countries will

exchange goodwill gestures, such as sharing sweets,

and will resume border patrols under newly set

guidelines.
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Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi and Chinese

President Xi Jinping also held their first formal

discussions since 2020 during a BRICS summit in

Russia, focusing on improving communication and

conflict resolution to further aid diplomatic relations.

[Reuters] [Global Times] [Times of India]

South Korean detained in China on

espionage suspicion

(alk) China has confirmed the detention of a South

Korean citizen on espionage charges, notifying the

South Korean embassy but withholding details about

the individual or specific charges. This marks the first

detention of a South Korean under China’s expanded

counter-espionage law, enacted in April last year (see

AiR No. 18, May/2023, 1). [Ministry of Foreign Affairs,

China]

The detained individual, reportedly a former Samsung

employee who later joined a Chinese chip company, is

suspected of leaking semiconductor-related

information to South Korean authorities. He was

reportedly arrested in Hefei, where major Chinese

semiconductor firms are headquartered.

China’s focus on semiconductor self-sufficiency has

intensified since U.S. export restrictions on advanced

chips began in 2020. The arrest follows South Korea’s

own crackdown on technology leaks, exemplified by

the recent detention of Choi Jinseog, a former

Samsung executive accused of sharing chip technology

with China. [Reuters]

Vietnam calls on China to free detained

fishermen in South China Sea

(alk) Vietnam has protested the alleged detention of its

fishermen and vessels by Chinese authorities in the

disputed Paracel Islands in the South China Sea, urging

China to "immediately release" them. Details on the

number detained or timing were not provided.

In response, China’s foreign ministry called on Vietnam

to strengthen the "education and management" of its

fishermen to avoid waters China claims. [Reuters]

Chinese planemaker target Hong Kong,

Singapore in overseas push
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(alk) Chinese aircraft manufacturer COMAC has

announced that it has opened an office in Hong Kong –

the second office established outside mainland China

this week – in a bid to expand internationally. The

move follows the recent opening of its Asia-Pacific

office in Singapore and a cooperation agreement with

Hong Kong’s airport authority to support international

flight operations for its C919 passenger jet.

COMAC's planes currently operate almost exclusively

within China, aside from one Indonesian airline. The

company aims to compete with Airbus and Boeing,

who are struggling to meet global demand. COMAC is

also strengthening ties with Hong Kong’s HAECO for

maintenance services to support both domestic and

future international customers.

Despite these moves, COMAC faces challenges in

entering international markets without essential

certifications from the EU and the U.S., which it is

actively seeking for its C919 model. Previous offices in

the U.S. and Paris, opened in 2010 and 2011

respectively, were part of its certification efforts, but

their current status is unknown. [Reuters]

New Zealand issues tech warning again

China

(alk) New Zealand has issued a technology security

warning for companies and citizens working in China,

reflecting a “significantly hardened” stance and

signaling a gradual decline in New Zealand-China

relations.

The guidance, released October 29 by New Zealand

intelligence agencies, advises emerging tech

companies on protecting against foreign-state threats,

particularly from China. The report, titled “Secure

Innovation: Security Advice for Emerging Technology

Companies,” was published by the New Zealand

Security Intelligence Service (NZSIS) and the

Government Communications Security Bureau’s

National Cyber Security Centre. [National Cyber

Security Centre, New Zealand]

The report warns New Zealanders about China’s

broadly interpreted national security laws, which

encompass terms like “state security,” “national

interest,” and “state secrets.” It states that Chinese law

can compel businesses and citizens to cooperate with

national security directives, including data access

requests. [South China Morning Post]
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China partners with Kenya on geothermal

plant

(to) State-owned PowerChina announced that it will

construct a 35-megawatt Orpower 22 plant in Kenya’s

Great Rift Valley. It will be built at Menengai Crater and

is funded by China’s Kaishan Group with a USD 93

million investment.

President William Ruto noted that the plant will help

raise Kenya’s position in global geothermal production

rankings, emphasizing the country’s potential to

harness nearly 10,000 megawatts of geothermal

energy.

This project follows the successful commissioning of

another Chinese-built 35-megawatt geothermal facility

in Kenya last year. In 2021, Chinese President Xi Jinping

pledged to halt financing coal plants abroad,

redirecting support toward renewable projects.

This commitment aligns with the construction of

diverse Chinese-funded solar, wind, and hydropower

projects across Africa, demonstrating China’s increased

investment in clean energy in Africa. [South China

Morning Post]

Indian Army begins verification patrols

after disengagement with China in

eastern Ladakh

(lm) Following a recent disengagement agreement with

China, the Indian Army has initiated verification patrols

in eastern Ladakh’s Depsang and Demchok regions.

These patrols, part of mutually agreed terms with

China, were established in an October 21 agreement

aimed at restoring patrolling status to pre-April 2020

levels along the Line of Actual Control (LAC).

The agreement, finalized after weeks of negotiations,

seeks to address longstanding tensions from the 2020

standoff. [TheWeek] [Business Standard]

External Affairs Minister S. Jaishankar confirmed this

“welcome” development, noting that the verification

patrols open avenues for future steps toward stability

in bilateral relations. Speaking in Australia, where he is

on a diplomatic tour, Jaishankar emphasized that while

the disengagement is significant, the presence of

Chinese troops along the LAC post-2020 had heavily

strained India-China relations. [The Indian Express]
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Meanwhile, the United States acknowledged positive

developments on the India-China border, noting that

any de-escalation of tensions along the LAC is

welcome. Washington shared that India had briefed it

on the situation, while clarifying that it played no direct

role in the resolution. [ThePrint]

Britain’s King Charles and Queen Camilla

make private wellness visit to India

(rsv) Britain’s King Charles and Queen Camilla recently

completed a private three-day visit to India’s Bengaluru

state, where they stayed at a wellness center known

for its rejuvenative treatments. The visit marked

Charles' return to the facility, where he previously

celebrated his 71st birthday in 2019.

King Charles has long advocated for Ayurveda, having

joined Prime Minister Narendra Modi in 2018 to launch

an Ayurvedic Centre of Excellence in London aimed at

global research in yoga and Ayurveda. [The Hindu]

India-Canada diplomatic strain intensifies

over allegations and Diwali event

cancellation

(ad/rsv/lm) Canada has accused India’s Home Minister

Amit Shah of orchestrating a campaign of violence and

intimidation targeting Sikh activists on Canadian soil,

escalating the ongoing diplomatic rift between the two

countries. David Morrison, Canada’s Deputy Foreign

Affairs Minister, stated that Canadian authorities

believe Shah is responsible for an alleged campaign

against Sikh separatists, including the 2023 killing of

Canadian Sikh activist Hardeep Singh Nijjar, a

prominent pro-Khalistan advocate, in Vancouver.

The accusations, coming after Canada previously

expelled Indian diplomats over the issue, have added

to the strain between Ottawa and New Delhi. India’s

Ministry of External Affairs responded by summoning a

Canadian High Commission representative to protest

the allegations, which Ministry spokesman Randhir

Jaiswal labeled as “absurd and baseless.” Sources in

New Delhi have dismissed Canada’s evidence as “very

weak” and “flimsy,” asserting that Khalistan activists are

a security threat to India.

Canada’s National Security Adviser Nathalie Drouin

alleged that India has been collecting intelligence on

Canadian citizens and Indian nationals through
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diplomatic and proxy channels. Additionally, Canada

has charged that Indian cybertechnology has been

used to track Sikh separatists and has carried out

cyberattacks against Canadian networks. The situation

has drawn concern from the United States, which

recently charged Vikash Yadav, a former Indian

intelligence officer, with directing a failed plot to kill

Sikh separatist leader Gurpatwant Singh Pannun, a

dual U.S.-Canadian citizen, in New York City. [Al Jazeera

1] [Al Jazeera 2]

Amid these tensions, an additional controversy

emerged within Canada as Leader of the Opposition

Pierre Poilievre canceled a Diwali event at Parliament

Hill. The Overseas Friends of India Canada (OFIC), the

event’s organizer, expressed “extreme

disappointment,” calling the cancellation an

“insensitive and discriminatory” act that left Indo-

Canadians feeling “betrayed” and “unjustly singled out.”

OFIC President Shiv Bhasker criticized Canadian

leaders for conflating Indo-Canadian citizens with the

political actions of India, underscoring the harm to the

community during a significant cultural celebration.

The organization demanded an apology and urged

Canadian officials to prevent similar incidents that

could make Indo-Canadians feel like “second-class

citizens.” [The Economic Times]

The recent attack on the Hindu Sabha Mandir in

Brampton has further fueled tensions. The Indian High

Commission organized a consular camp near the

temple to assist applicants with life certificate

renewals, but a violent disruption by suspected

Khalistani extremists interrupted the event, raising

security concerns. Indian-Canadian MP Chandra Arya

denounced the attack as a dangerous escalation of

anti-India extremism in Canada. Canadian Prime

Minister Justin Trudeau condemned the attack as

“unacceptable,” stressing every Canadian’s right to

worship safely. [NDTV]

Additionally, Canada’s intelligence agency,

Communications Security Establishment Canada,

warned that escalating tensions could lead to

increased cyber espionage activities from India.

Caroline Xavier, head of the agency, cautioned that

India might engage in cyber threats targeting Canada.

In parallel, Canada’s immigration processing from India

has slowed, with only four officials remaining in India,

down from 27 last year, which has led to a backlog of

visa applications.

While these diplomatic and cybersecurity tensions

mount, trade relations between Canada and India

appear stable, as both countries prioritize continuity in
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areas such as agricultural exports. India remains

Canada’s 10th-largest trading partner, and the

Canadian Agri-Food Trade Alliance expressed optimism

that political tensions would not impede trade flows.

However, experts warn that sustained or escalating

diplomatic friction could eventually impact economic

ties. [Voice of America]

India, United States security officials

discuss security amid Canada tensions,

India-China border issue

(rsv) India’s National Security Advisor Ajit Doval and his

United States counterpart Jake Sullivan discussed

regional security and defense cooperation in a recent

phone call. The conversation addressed stability in the

Indo-Pacific and explored collaboration on critical and

emerging technology through the upcoming iCET

Intersessional and Indian Ocean Dialogue. They also

examined clean energy supply chains and further

defense cooperation opportunities.

This call comes amid ongoing Canada-India tensions

over allegations involving India’s Home Minister Amit

Shah and reported targeting of Sikh separatists in

Canada. The US previously stated it found Canada’s

allegations “concerning” and would continue consulting

with Canada. Additionally, Washington welcomed

recent de-escalation steps by India and China along the

Line of Actual Control, with the State Department

confirming it had been briefed on developments by

New Delhi but had not played a role in the resolution.

[The Hindu]

In parallel, India has dispatched a Special Forces

contingent to Idaho, USA, to participate in the 15th

edition of the joint Special Forces exercise, "Vajra

Prahar," taking place from November 2-22. This

exercise at the Orchard Combat Training Center,

involving 45 personnel each from India’s elite Special

Forces and the US Army’s Green Berets, focuses on

joint tactics, interoperability, and readiness across

various terrains.

Following the recent Exercise Yudh Abhyas in

Rajasthan, Vajra Prahar marks the second significant

military collaboration between the two countries this

year, reinforcing their commitment to defense

cooperation. [India News Network]
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Indonesia-Saudi Arabia discuss

cooperation in jobs and education

(mu) The Indonesian Coordinating Minister for

Community Empowerment, Muhaimin Iskandar, visited

the Saudi Embassy on October 29. The minister met

the Saudi Arabian Ambassador to Indonesia, ASEAN,

and Timor-Leste, Faisal Amodi, to discuss the

strengthening of bilateral cooperation in the field of

education, especially student exchange, and

employment. [Antara]

Indonesia deploys helicopters and troops

to assist relief efforts in Philippines

against storm Trami

(ft) The Indonesian Air Force has deployed an H-225M

Caracal helicopter to aid recovery and evacuation

efforts for victims of Tropical Storm Trami in the Bicol

region of the Philippines. This humanitarian mission,

announced on October 30, aims to assist a friendly

nation by searching for victims, transporting them to

medical personnel, and delivering medical supplies.

The helicopter will work alongside a previously

dispatched Mi-17 from the Indonesian Army.

Additionally, two personnel have been sent to lead a

team of 24 troops from three branches of the

Indonesian military, stationed in the Philippines for 14

days. First Marshal David Yohan Tamboto emphasized

the importance of safety, professionalism, and respect

for local customs during the mission.

Tropical Storm Trami, known as Kristine locally, caused

severe flooding and landslides in northeastern

Philippines, resulting in nearly 130 fatalities and

around 30 missing. Authorities are working to provide

aid to the most affected communities. [Antara]

US military forum to address recent

sexual incidents in Japan

(sw) The US military in Japan will establish a new forum

aimed at improving cooperation with the Okinawa

government and local residents, following sexual

assault allegations involving service members in the

region. Although announced in July by US Forces Japan

(USFJ), the timeline, agenda, and participants for the

first meeting remain undecided.
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Okinawa Governor Denny Tamaki mentioned that

discussions on finalizing the agenda would take place

in mid-November. USFJ, based at Yokota Air Base near

Tokyo, expressed hope in a statement that the forum

would enhance communication and address shared

concerns.

USFJ Commander Lt. Gen. Ricky Rupp outlined that the

forum would be formed in partnership with Japan's

central government to foster constructive dialogue.

The Okinawa government seeks concrete measures to

prevent future incidents, given the island's history of

tensions related to US military presence, including

noise, pollution and crimes.

The issue gained urgency after the Japanese

government did not initially report recent sexual

assault cases involving US military personnel (see AiR

No. 38, September/2024, 3).

Additionally, a working group on incident prevention,

established in 2000, has not met since April 2017.

[Kyodo News]

U.S. chip startup Tenstorrent to train

Japanese engineers

(hs) Tenstorrent, a Silicon Valley AI chip startup co-

founded by veterans from Apple and Intel, has secured

a USD 50 million contract with the Japanese

government to train up to 200 chip designers in the

U.S. over five years. This initiative, announced on

November 5, is part of Japan's strategy to revitalize its

semiconductor industry, which has dwindled from

controlling over half of the global market in the 1980s

to less than 10 percent today.

This deal aligns with Japan's broader efforts led by

Rapidus, a government-backed contract chipmaker

aiming to produce advanced semiconductors and start

mass production by 2027. To support this, Tenstorrent

previously partnered with Rapidus to develop designs

compatible with its future factory, helping to create

potential customers for the new facility. [Reuters]

Japan opens new trade office in Ukraine

(hs) The Japan External Trade Organization (JETRO), a

government-backed trade promotion agency, has

opened an office in Kyiv to assist private businesses in

entering the Ukrainian market as part of Japan's efforts

to support Ukraine's economy amid the ongoing war.
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Launched on October 10, the offices aim is to conduct

research, provide information on investment

conditions, and facilitate business connections for

Japanese firms.

The office's establishment follows agreements made

during a reconstruction conference in Japan in

February and comes as 38 Japanese companies

operate in Ukraine across sectors such as

manufacturing, ICT, and agriculture.

Since Russia's invasion in February 2022, Japan has

focused on providing nonmilitary support to Ukraine,

differentiating its approach from that of Western

nations. [Kyodo News]

Japan, Uzbekistan agree on 3-year

development cooperation plan

(hs) Uzbekistan and the Japan Bank for International

Cooperation (JBIC) have signed a 3-year cooperation

plan aimed at supporting non-sovereign financing for

Japanese-led projects in Uzbekistan. The agreement

was formalized during Minister of Investment,

Industry, and Trade Laziz Kudratov's visit to Tokyo

from October 29 to 31.

Kudratov's discussions with senior Japanese officials,

including Minister of Economy, Trade and Industry Yoji

Muto and Minister of Land, Infrastructure, Transport

and Tourism Tetsuo Saito, focused on strengthening

their trade partnerships and improving financial and

technical collaboration. They agreed to enhance

cooperation in mining, chemicals, engineering, and

energy, with a primary emphasis on infrastructure

development. This includes modernising Uzbekistan’s

building codes, enhancing seismic safety standards,

and implementing advanced public transit systems.

In collaboration with the Japan International

Cooperation Agency (JICA), Uzbekistan has initiated a

programme supporting projects in engineering

training, the establishment of free economic zones,

and the "One Village – One Product" initiative, which

aims to foster entrepreneurship and local economic

development. Major Japanese firms, such as Sojitz,

Toyota Tsusho, and Sumitomo, have expressed

interest in investing in industrial and infrastructure

projects, many of which will utilise a public-private

partnership model to ensure innovative and

sustainable growth.

A delegation of Japanese IT companies is scheduled to

visit Uzbekistan’s IT-Park Tashkent to explore
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outsourcing and technology partnerships. Uzbekistan

is also set to participate in the 2027 Yokohama

International Fruit and Vegetable Expo to boost

agricultural trade. [Daryo]

Kazakhstan eyes Japanese market for

flaxseed oil imports

(hs) Kazakhstan aims to strengthen its export ties with

Japan, particularly in the flaxseed oil market, due to a

significant rise in demand. Aizhan Bizhanova, First Vice

Minister of Trade and Integration, recently met with

representatives from the Japanese company Jateco to

discuss the potential for exporting Kazakhstani

flaxseed and other oils.

Demand for flaxseed oil in Japan has surged to

approximately 10,000 tons annually, far exceeding

current import levels. During the meeting, Jateco’s

director, Anton Kim, announced plans to increase

imports of Kazakh flaxseed oil to 3,000 tons per year,

noting that Japanese consumers have responded

positively to its quality and health benefits. This

demand has led to Kazakh flaxseed oil gaining the trust

of Japanese consumers and becoming a staple in their

daily diet.

In addition to flaxseed oil, Jateco is considering

expanding supplies of safflower and cottonseed oils,

with anticipated demands of 4,000 and 5,000 tons

annually, respectively. The company plans to import

1,000 tons of safflower oil and 2,500 tons of

cottonseed oil, creating new opportunities for Kazakh

producers and further enhancing bilateral cooperation.

Bizhanova underscored the importance of deepening

trade relations with Japan, a key investor in

Kazakhstan, having contributed approximately USD 8

billion since 1993. In 2023, bilateral trade reached USD

2.1 billion, reflecting a 10.5 percent increase from the

previous year. As of August 2024, mutual trade volume

stands at USD 768 million.  [Trend News] [Daryo]

Australia delivers additional

humanitarian supplies for disaster

preparedness to Laos

(mt) An additional 28 tons of humanitarian relief

supplies were delivered via a Royal Australian Air Force

aircraft on October 29. Megan Jones, Australian

Ambassador to the Lao PDR, handed over the
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additional supplies to Mr Leepao Yang, Vice Minister of

Labour and Social Welfare, during the official

ceremony held at Wattay International Airport.

This marks the second delivery of pre-positioned

humanitarian relief supplies to Laos in 2024, with the

continued support from the Australian Government.

The delivery is part of Indo-Pacific Endeavour, an

initiative led by the Australian Defence Force to

strengthen defense cooperation with countries across

the region, including Laos.

The supplies, valued at AUD 224,000 (USD 147,000),

include essential relief items such as hygiene kits,

kitchen kits, blankets, mosquito nets, and sleeping

mats, and are expected to benefit more than 3,000

families affected by natural disasters or emergencies.

[Lao News Agency] [Vientiane Times]

Laos’ Vientiane International Airport to

undergo upgrade with Japanese grant

(mt) A grant agreement between the Lao Ministry of

Planning and Investment and the Japan International

Cooperation Agency (JICA) was signed on October 30,

marking a significant step toward upgrading Vientiane

International Airport. Valued at approximately JPY 2.8

billion (around USD 20 million), the project will expand

the International Passenger Terminal, rehabilitate the

taxiway and apron, and install a new airfield lighting

system. [Vientiane Times]

Laos partners with Singapore to launch

international vocational training institute

(mt) Laos is taking steps to enhance vocational training

and education through a new partnership with

Singapore, aimed at creating the Singapore

International Institute. This initiative seeks to open up

career opportunities for young Lao students by

equipping them with essential skills for the workforce.

On October 30, the Lao Ministry of Planning and

Investment formalized the partnership by signing a

Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) with

Singapore’s Stag Match Education and Training Group

(SMET). The institute will be situated in Vientiane, and

is designed as a ‘Smart School’ that integrates

advanced digital tools, interactive technologies, and

practical coursework tailored to meet the demands of

the labor market.
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Starting in 2025, the Singapore International Institute

will offer specialized diploma programs in Digital

Marketing and Hospitality and Tourism, with the initial

intake limited to 25 students per program. The

curriculum is designed not only to impart technical

skills but also to provide students with global

perspectives through international internships and

study tours. [Laotian Times]

Laos Salavan province embarks on first

wind power project with Singapore

partnership

(mt) Salavan Province in Laos has initiated plans for its

first wind power project, partnering with Singapore’s

Mind Bridge Consulting & Developing to conduct a

feasibility study. An MOU was signed on October 25 by

Salavan’s Planning and Investment and Energy and

Mines departments alongside Mind Bridge's President,

Xern Terxide.

The proposed wind farm will have a 5 MW installed

capacity. This study aims to assess the technical and

economic feasibility, investment scope, and

environmental impacts, aligning with Laos' strategy to

boost renewable energy's share in its national mix by

2025. With abundant natural resources, Laos sees high

potential in wind, hydropower, and solar energy to

meet future energy needs. [The Laotian Times]

Laos, Cambodia strengthen tourism

cooperation at joint meeting

(mt) The 3rd Cambodia-Laos Joint Tourism Working

Group meeting and the Cambodia-Laos Tourism B2B

Forum convened last week in Siem Reap, Cambodia, to

explore initiatives that boost bilateral tourism. Key

attendees included Laos’ Deputy Director General of

the Tourism Marketing Department, Phouthone

Dalalom, and Cambodia’s Secretary of State Thok

Sokhom.

This collaboration aims to implement the 2023-2024

Cambodia-Laos Joint Action Plan on Tourism, which

emphasizes travel facilitation, cross-border

accessibility, human resource development, marketing,

and the creation of linked tourism products. [Vientiane

Times]
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Laos, Cambodia cooperate in combatting

AIDS

(mt) Lao PDR and Cambodia are making joint efforts to

eliminate HIV by 2030, learning from each other's

successes in HIV prevention and treatment. A UNAIDS

and UNFPA-led exchange saw Lao PDR delegates visit

Cambodia to study its approach to meeting the "95-95-

95" targets, where Cambodia has already achieved

significant progress. Both countries are focusing on

addressing gaps in prevention, especially among

vulnerable groups, and combating stigma. These

initiatives are critical as young people remain

particularly at risk, with a high percentage of new

infections occurring in the 15-24 age group. [Lao News

Agency]

Laos signs tourism cooperation

agreement with Russia

(mt) Laos and Russia have signed a cooperation

agreement to enhance tourism exchange in Vientiane.

Under the agreement the parties agree to harness the

tourism potential of both countries through a mutual

exchange of visitors.

The two sides also seek to promote cultural exchange,

mutual learning, and deeper understanding between

the peoples of Laos and Russia.

The number of Russian tourists in Laos surged from

4,410 in 2022 to 44,345 in 2023. [Lao News Agency]

Laos deepens ties with Cuba

(mt) On November 4, Vientiane hosted a warm

welcome for Esteban Lazo Hernández, President of the

National Assembly of People's Power of Cuba, by Laos'

Party Secretary General and State President, Mr.

Thongloun Sisoulith. This visit, part of a delegation in

Laos from November 3-6, commemorates the 50th

anniversary of diplomatic relations between the two

nations.

Both nations reaffirmed their commitment to

expanding collaboration in areas such as economics,

trade, and education, and celebrated the ongoing

parliamentary exchanges that enhance their

diplomatic relationship. A photo exhibition showcased

the shared history and solidarity between Laos and

Cuba, symbolizing their enduring partnership. [Lao

News Agency 1] [Lao News Agency 2]
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China, Maldives sign protocol to boost fish

exports and initiate road development in

Male'

(mt) The Maldives and China have signed a protocol to

set inspection and quarantine standards for Maldivian

wild aquatic products, paving the way for expanded

fish exports, including reef fish and sea cucumber

species. The agreement was signed by Maldives Food

and Drug Authority (MFDA) Deputy Minister Ismail

Zahir and China's Vice Minister Wu Haiping. According

to the Maldives' Health Ministry, this protocol will open

new trade opportunities for Maldivian products in

China, providing economic benefits to the fishing

industry and national economy.

Chinese Ambassador Wang Lixin highlighted that this

protocol, alongside the Free Trade Agreement set to

activate in early 2025, will ease the export process for

Maldivian fish products by aligning with required

standards. [Raajje]

Meanwhile, a Chinese technical team has arrived in the

Maldives to begin preliminary surveys for a road

development project in Male' and ViliMale', funded

through a USD 130 million grant from China. The

Ministry of Construction and Infrastructure stated that

surveys will continue until November 21, following

which designs will be drafted. President Dr. Mohamed

Muizzu emphasized that this initiative, a result of his

recent visit to China, will improve travel conditions and

address chronic flooding issues in Male' with a new

stormwater management system. [the edition]

Russia and Malaysia to cooperate in

education and business development

(oc) The University of Technology Malaysia (UTM) has

partnered with Russia’s GenerationS Corporate

Innovation Development Platform (GenerationS) on

education and business. The partnership aims to boost

education in technology, while boosting technological

innovation in business.

Representatives from both organizations, the latter of

which is a state ran business accelerator to support

startups and wider entreprenuarialship since 2013,

met at the ‘Effective Management of Innovation’

conference in Kuala Lumpur between October 28-30.
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The education program focuses on national objectives

of business and technology innovation through

fostering relations between the two nations.

GenerationS Managing Director, Ekaterina Petrova,

said this partnership aligns with Russia’s foreign and

economic policy aims in creating relations with ASEAN

nations. [Bernama]

Malaysia submits complaint over

Vietnams expansion in South China Sea

(oc) Malaysia has reportedly sent a formal complaint to

Vietnam regarding its expansion activities in the South

China Sea, according to two anonymous officials cited

by Reuters.

The complaint focuses on Vietnam’s alleged

construction at Barque Canada Reef, an area Malaysia

claims as its own territory. The Center for Strategic and

International Studies noted significant infrastructure

development on the reef by Vietnam, while Radio Free

Asia reported that Vietnam has begun constructing an

airstrip there.

According to Channel News Asia, Malaysia sent the

letter to Vietnam’s Foreign Minister in October but has

yet to receive a response.

Territorial disputes in the South China Sea have long

been a point of contention in Asian geopolitics, often

involving China. However, Malaysia’s dispute with

Vietnam highlights the broader challenges and

complexities the South China Sea poses for Southeast

Asian relations. [Channel News Asia] [Reuters]

Malaysian and Indonesian ministers

discuss cooperation in modern zakat and

waqf management

(ga) Malaysian Minister of Religious Affairs Na’im

Mokhtar met with Indonesia’s Minister of Religious

Affairs Nasaruddin Umar during the World Zakat and

Waqf Forum 2024 on November 1 in Jakarta. The World

Zakat and Waqf Forum (WZWF) is a global platform

that seeks to promote and enhance the management

and effectiveness of zakat (obligatory almsgiving for

Muslims) and waqf (Islamic endowment for charitable

purposes).

The bilateral meeting focused on strengthening

cooperation between Malaysia and Indonesia to
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enhance societal well-being and discussing

advancements in zakat and waqf management

through new technologies, such as blockchain and AI.

The meeting included discussions on partnerships

between Indonesia’s National Zakat Agency (BAZNAS)

and Malaysia’s Department of Waqf, Zakat and Haj

(JAWHAR). This meeting marked the first official visit by

a Malaysian minister since President Prabowo

Subianto’s new administration. [Bernama]

South Korean firms plan investment into

Malaysian state Johor

(dql) The Johor state government, led by Chief Minister

Onn Hafiz Ghazi, engaged with several South Korean

companies in Seoul to secure potential investments

worth approximately USD 190 million. During his four-

day visit starting October 28, Onn Hafiz met with

executives from Hanwha Solutions Corporation, SPC

Group, and CJ CheilJedang Group, all exploring

investment opportunities in Johor.

The delegation also attended a seminar, "Unlocking

Regional Growth: Business Opportunities in JS-SEZ,"

attended by 83 prominent Korean companies,

promoting the Johor-Singapore Special Economic Zone

(JS-SEZ) as a prime investment hub.

Onn Hafiz highlighted the state’s collaboration with the

Federal Government on initiatives to attract quality

investments, including the creation of the Invest

Malaysia Facilitation Centre Johor (IMFC-J) and the

Johor Talent Development Council (JTDC). He

underscored Johor's strategic advantages, positioning

it as an ideal base for ASEAN expansion and long-term

investment growth. [Bernama]

Malaysia’s Penang Chief Minister

undertakes working visit to Egypt and

Turkiye

(ga) Penang Chief Minister Chow Kon Yeow is on a

week-long working visit to Egypt and Turkiye. In Egypt,

he will participate in the 12th session of the World

Urban Forum (WUF) in Cairo, where he is scheduled to

deliver a keynote address at the 2nd High-Level

Meeting on Financing Sustainable Urban Development.

Chow plans to share Penang’s experience in financing

public projects with various stakeholders, including

government officials and urban planners.
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Following his time in Egypt, Chow will visit Istanbul,

Turkiye, to discuss cultural heritage management,

public transport, and potential collaborations in a

circular economy. He is accompanied by State

Infrastructure, Transport and Digital Committee

chairman Zairil Khir Johari and representatives from

the Chief Minister Incorporated (CMI) and Think City.

[Bernama] [New Straits Times]

Malaysia and Kuwait continue talks on

fighter jet acquisition

(ga) Malaysia’s Defence Minister Mohamed Khaled

Nordin engaged in follow-up discussions with Kuwait’s

Ambassador to Malaysia Rashed M R Al-Saleh

concerning Malaysia's potential acquisition of F/A-

18C/D Legacy Hornet fighter jets from the Kuwait Air

Force (KAF).

These talks were held at the Ministry of Defence on

November 4, following Mohamed Khaled’s earlier

October visit to Kuwait, where he met with top Kuwaiti

officials, on which he expressed that acquiring these

jets would strengthen the Royal Malaysian Air Force’s

(RMAF) capabilities and enhance its operational

readiness. [Bernama] [The Sun Malaysia]

Maldives, Turkiye sign free trade

agreement

(axc) The Maldives and Turkiye have signed a free

trade agreement to enhance trade relations and ease

fish exports from the Maldives to Turkiye. The

agreement, signed by Maldives Minister of Economic

Development Mohamed Saeed and Turkish Minister of

Trade Professor Dr. Omer Bolat, is expected to reduce

trade barriers and facilitate increased bilateral trade.

Maldivian fish exporters will gain expanded access to

the Turkish market, while Maldivian consumers can

anticipate lower prices on Turkish imports. Discussions

for this agreement began during the Maldivian

President’s visit to Turkiye last November, where he

met with Turkish President Recep Tayyip Erdogan to

explore economic cooperation in areas such as trade,

investment, renewable energy, and higher education.

[PSMnews]
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Maldivian government disavows High

Commissioner’s meeting with Taliban

representative in Pakistan

(sl) The Maldivian government has decided to recall its

High Commissioner to Pakistan, Mohamed Thoha,

following an unsanctioned meeting with Afghanistan’s

Ambassador to Pakistan, Sardar Ahmed Shakeeb,

which raised questions about the Maldives’ stance on

the Taliban regime. The meeting, which took place last

week in Islamabad, quickly circulated on social media,

sparking speculation about whether the Maldives was

endorsing the Taliban's legitimacy in Afghanistan.

In a statement, the Maldivian Foreign Ministry clarified

that the meeting was unauthorized and reiterated that

the Maldives aligns with United Nations General

Assembly standards on governmental representation.

The Maldives recognizes only the government

representing Afghanistan at the United Nations as

legitimate. [Ministry of Foreign Affairs – Republic of

Maldives]

Thoha’s recall follows his recent appointment to

Pakistan, where he presented his credentials to

President Asif Ali Zardari in August. Initially designated

for a post in Saudi Arabia, Thoha was redirected to

Pakistan by the Maldivian government without a

disclosed reason. The Foreign Ministry emphasized

that “appropriate action” had been taken in response

to the meeting, underscoring the Maldives’ adherence

to international standards on diplomatic recognition.

[the edition]

Mongolia and Kazakhstan strengthen

strategic partnership with multiple

cooperation agreements

(fs) Kazakhstan President Kassym-Jomart Tokayev paid

an official state visit to Mongolia on October 28-29, at

the invitation of Mongolian President Khurelsukh

Ukhnaa. The visit resulted in the signing of a

substantial number of documents on relations and

cooperation between both countries.

The countries signed a series of agreements aimed at

increasing cooperation across a wide range of sectors,

including politics, economy, social welfare, culture,

technology, and disaster response. Some key

agreements included pension cooperation enabling

citizens to count work years across both nations, a

2025-2027 economic cooperation roadmap, and an air

search and rescue collaboration.
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Further, agreements were made to expand trade and

logistics, enhance cultural exchanges, and foster

tourism. Specific Memoranda of Understanding (MoU)

on cultural and tourism collaboration will support joint

exhibitions, performances, and heritage conservation

initiatives. Other areas of cooperation include

veterinary standards, light industry, digital technology,

and nuclear energy, which will enable information

sharing, mutual training, and joint investment in

technological advancements. [Montsame]

During the visit, both countries also formalized an

agreement to collaboratively develop an Earth remote

sensing satellite.

This satellite project, the first Kazakh satellite export, is

fully engineered in Kazakhstan and will be adapted to

meet Mongolia’s specific monitoring needs. It will allow

both countries independent control and access to real-

time data, enhancing environmental monitoring, water

resource management, and agricultural planning.

Led by Kazakhstan’s National Space Center, the project

includes collaboration between Kazakh and Mongolian

engineers, with Kazakh specialists providing training to

their Mongolian counterparts. [The Times of Central

Asia]

Mongolia and Kyrgyzstan discuss

expanding bilateral cooperation

(fs) Chairman of the State Great Khural of Mongolia,

the country’s parliament, Amarbayasgalan Dashzegve

met with the Kyrgyz Ambassador to Mongolia Aibek

Artykbaev on October 28.

Both leaders highlighted opportunities for enhancing

cooperation across various sectors, especially in

agriculture and trade, acknowledging the deep historic

and cultural ties between the countries and expressing

a commitment to further strengthen their relationship.

The meeting included discussions on bolstering

cooperation between the legislative bodies of Mongolia

and Kyrgyzstan, proposing the establishment of

parliamentary groups, and increasing exchanges at

various levels of governance. [Montsame]

Mongolia secures long-term financing

agreement with U.S. Development

Finance Corporation
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(fs) The Trade and Development Bank (TDB) of

Mongolia and the United States International

Development Finance Corporation (DFC) have signed a

Long-Term Financing Agreement in New York City. The

agreement, formalized by DFC CEO Scott Nathan and

TDB Board Chairman Randolph Koppa, makes TDB the

first Mongolian bank to receive direct funding from the

DFC, marking a significant step in U.S.-Mongolia

financial relations.

The funding aims to provide accessible loans to

Mongolian small and medium-sized enterprises (SMEs)

and women-led businesses, while supporting initiatives

to combat desertification and promote sustainable

development.

This agreement aligns with TDB’s long-term objective

to supply USD 2 billion in green financing to the

Mongolian economy by 2030. To achieve this, TDB is

focusing on securing international financing options.

[Montsame]

Mongolia and Italy discuss strengthening

economic cooperation

(fs) Member of the Parliament and Chair of the

Mongolia-Italy Parliamentary Group Undraa

Agvaanluvsan and Deputy Chair of the Mongolia-Italy

Parliamentary Group Purevdavaa Davaakhuu met an

Italian delegation led by Nicola Carè, Member of the

Italian Chamber of Deputies and Chair of the Italy-

Mongolia Parliamentary Group.

The discussion, held on October 31, included

increasing business ties, particularly the export of

Mongolian cashmere to Italy, as well as the possibility

to expand interparliamentary relations. Both sides

shared insights on combatting air pollution, agreeing

to explore sustainable development strategies, such as

green housing standards, to advance environmentally

conscious infrastructure.

Both parliamentary groups acknowledged the

importance of sustained collaboration to strengthen

legislative relations and explore opportunities in

business, sustainable practices, and urban planning,

aiming to benefit both countries. [Montsame]

Myanmar junta’s former military

intelligence reemerges ahead of leader’s

visit to China
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(sc) As Myanmar’s junta chief Min Aung Hlaing

prepares for his China visit, former intelligence officers

from Myanmar’s disbanded Military Intelligence (MI)

unit, Thein Swe and Hla Min, met with Chinese think

tanks in Beijing to discuss security issues and

diplomatic relations on October 29.

Now part of the junta-aligned Paragon Institute, the ex-

officers engaged with the Charhar and Taihe Institutes,

reportedly addressing Myanmar’s security and

upcoming celebrations for the 75th anniversary of

Myanmar-China relations. The meetings signal deeper

strategic discussions ahead of Min Aung Hlaing’s visit,

which follows a surge in Chinese support for the junta.

The Paragon Institute, backed by Myanmar’s Military

Security Affairs (the MI’s successor), has sparked

questions among observers due to its opaque profile

and strong links to the junta’s security apparatus. The

MI veterans, once known for brutal crackdowns on

democracy activists and covert operations in ASEAN

and Thailand, seem to be reactivating long-standing

China-Myanmar connections. Their return to

diplomatic roles highlights the junta’s efforts to

consolidate foreign alliances and manage ethnic

conflict, particularly in the north, under Chinese

pressure. [The Irrawaddy]

Myanmar junta plans to send workers to

Laos

(anl) Myanmar Overseas Employment Agencies have

reported that the Myanmar junta plans to send

workers to Laos under a Memorandum of

Understanding (MOU) following the signing of an

agreement for cooperation in labor affairs. According

to the agency, each Myanmar worker is charged a

service fee of one million kyats, and they would be sent

very soon.

Previously, very few people migrated to Laos, but the

number has increased significantly as job

opportunities have become scarce in Myanmar. Many

workers have resorted to illegal channels to reach

Laos. Factory workers there can expect a minimum

salary of around one million kyats for unskilled

positions, along with other benefits such as overtime.

Most Myanmar workers are employed in construction

sites owned by Chinese investments.

Many Myanmar workers have already crossed the

Mekong River to reach Laos, with tens of thousands

currently in the country. In April of this year, the Laos

government announced plans to implement measures
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through the Ministry of Labor and Social Welfare to

facilitate the issuance of visas and the renewal of work

permits for illegal foreign workers, aiming to regulate

and streamline the employment process for foreign

laborers in Laos. [Mizzima]

Canada imposes sanctions on Myanmar

junta’s weapon suppliers

(anl) The Canadian government has announced on

October 29 new sanctions targeting three individuals

and four entities involved in providing weapons and

military equipment to Myanmar's ruling junta. These

sanctions, imposed in coordination with the United

Kingdom and the European Union, aim to address the

Myanmar military’s ongoing and escalating air assaults.

In the past six months alone, airstrikes have claimed

nearly 400 civilian lives, including those of over 60

children, and injured more than 750 individuals.

The sanctions, enacted under the Special Economic

Measures Act (SEMA), specifically target individuals and

organizations supplying weapons, military assets,

essential resources, and revenue streams to the

Myanmar military.

Canada continues to call on other nations to adopt

similar sanctions, urging the suspension of any

support to the Myanmar military, including the transfer

of arms, materials, aviation fuel, equipment, and

technical assistance. [Mizzima]

Nepal’s Prime Minister Oli signals policy

shift, picks China over India for first

bilateral visit

(ad) Nepal's Prime Minister KP Sharma Oli is preparing

for his first official bilateral visit to China in early

December, potentially departing from the customary

initial visit to India that new Nepali prime ministers

usually undertake. Tentatively scheduled for December

2-5, the trip aims to avoid China's harsh winter, with

formal preparations beginning after the Tihar festival.

Sources from Nepal’s Prime Minister’s Office and the

Ministry of Foreign Affairs indicate that the visit plans

are in advanced stages, following communications

between Oli and senior officials, including Chinese

Foreign Minister Wang Yi. Wang had extended an

invitation during their September meeting in New York,
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with the final dates to be set through mutual

agreement.

During his visit, Oli is expected to address key issues,

including discussions on China’s Belt and Road

Initiative (BRI) and the possibility of seeking a loan

waiver for Nepal’s international airport projects funded

by China’s Exim bank. The trip highlights differing

stances within Nepal's coalition government on BRI

projects. Oli’s Communist Party of Nepal-Unified

Marxist Leninist (CPN-UML) is supportive of loan-

funded projects, while the coalition core Nepali

Congress party advocates for grant-based support

only.

This planned visit comes amid signals from India,

including an informal invitation from Prime Minister

Narendra Modi during their recent interaction in New

York. Oli’s decision to prioritize China may indicate a

strategic shift in Nepal’s foreign policy approach,

balancing relations with both neighboring powers. [The

Kathmandu Post] [The Indian Express]

India, Nepal enhance coordination to curb

cross-border crimes

(rs) Nepal and India have agreed to intensify efforts to

control cross-border crimes following a Border District

Coordination Committee meeting held in Matihani,

Mahottari. Over 30 security officials from both

countries participated, discussing measures to address

issues such as border security, crime prevention,

protection of boundary pillars, and combatting human

trafficking, alcohol and drug smuggling, and illegal

currency transactions.

Key outcomes included the establishment of an

information-sharing mechanism between Nepal and

India and a commitment to hold regular meetings

between security agencies to ensure ongoing

cooperation. The meeting addressed concerns over

increasing illegal activities in Mahottari District, fueled

by the open border between the two nations. [The

Rising Nepal]

North Korea accuses South Korean

President Yoon Suk Yeol of risking nuclear

war in white paper

(ac) North Korea released a white paper accusing

South Korean President Yoon Suk Yeol of adopting

https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-slhhlkk-l-dyk/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-slhhlkk-l-dyk/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-slhhlkk-l-dyu/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-slhhlkk-l-djl/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-slhhlkk-l-djl/


policies that provoke North Korea and compromise

South Korea’s security by encouraging further North

Korean nuclear development for self-defense. The

paper also criticized Yoon's domestic record,

particularly focusing on declining public approval

ratings for both him and the First Lady. [Rodong

Sinmun]

In response, Yoon’s administration firmly rejected

Kim's accusations, attributing increased tensions to

North Korea’s weapons tests and its military aid to

Russia in the Ukraine war. Recent incidents, including

the demolition of inter-Korean roads, border

confrontations, and the use of "trash balloons," have

underscored the worsening relations between the two

Koreas. [Reuters]

US confirms new number of North Korean

troops in Ukraine war

(ac) U.S. Secretary of State Antony Blinken confirmed

during a press conference in Washington that 8,000

North Korean soldiers have arrived near Ukraine’s

border, ready to join Russian forces. U.S. Defense

Secretary Lloyd Austin noted that this increase in troop

numbers is significant, and the U.S. anticipates combat

operations could begin soon.

The U.S. has strongly urged North Korea to

immediately halt any military or provocative actions

that could jeopardize peace and security on the Korean

Peninsula. Additionally, the U.S. and South Korea have

called on China to leverage its influence to engage with

Kim Jong Un on this issue.

Blinken and Austin confirmed that North Korea’s

deployment of forces to Russia was a primary topic at

this week’s “two-plus-two” meeting with South Korea.

They expressed concerns that North Korea’s

involvement could further escalate conflicts both in

Ukraine and on the Korean Peninsula (see article in

this edition). [AP News]

North Korea and Russia hold meeting

(ac) North Korea’s Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Choe Son

Hui, met with Russia’ Ministry of Foreign Affairs Sergey

Lavrov, in Moscow, Russia. The bilateral meeting, held

on November 1, followed Washington’s confirmation of

the deployment of 8,000 troops to the Ukraine war,

with Western officials warning that North Korea’s
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involvement could further escalate the international

conflict affecting multiple nations.

Russia’s envoy to the UN, Vasily Nebenzya, defended

Russia’s stance, insisting that its military interactions

with North Korea align with international law. He

further reaffirmed that Russia and its allies have the

right to mobilize militarily, drawing comparisons to

similar actions by Zelensky and NATO.  [Al Jazeera 1]

Neither Moscow nor Pyongyang specified their

meetings’ agendas, but experts believe it took place

within the framework of the strategic dialogue agreed

upon in September. South Korea’s intelligence agency

speculated that the meeting might involve high-level

discussions on sending additional troops to the

Ukraine conflict, with North Korea possibly negotiating

terms in exchange for its support. [AP News]

During the meeting, North Korea vowed to stand by

Russia until the “day of victory” in Ukraine, condemning

the US and South Korea for “plotting nuclear war”

against North Korea. Choe highlighted the traditional

and historical ties between Pyongyang and Moscow,

expressing a commitment to a new level of “invincible

military comradeship.” [Al Jazeera 2]

Experts noted that neither Choe nor Lavrov addressed

statements from leaders in Ukraine, South Korea, or

the West. However, Choe did warn of the escalating

situation on the Korean Peninsula. Both nations

agreed to hold further dialogues at various levels. [The

Pyongyang Times]

North Korea and Russia’s arms deal

revenue reaches USD 5.5 billion

(ac) According to a study published by German political

foundation Friedrich Naumann Foundation (FNF), the

value of the current arms deliveries between North

Korea and Russia is estimated USD 5.5 billion. FNF

calculated the minimum estimated value of shipments

is over USD 1.7 billion.

In addition, the study also argued that North Korea

would receive “hundreds of millions of dollars” by

sending soldiers to Russia while challenging the

number of 20,000 North Korean soldiers deployed to

Russia arguing that this seems "unlikely," as the

absence of these troops would destabilize the regime.

[Friedrich Naumann Foundation] [The Kyiv

Independent]

https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-slhhlkk-l-djt/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-slhhlkk-l-dji/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-slhhlkk-l-djd/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-slhhlkk-l-djh/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-slhhlkk-l-djh/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-slhhlkk-l-djk/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-slhhlkk-l-dju/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-slhhlkk-l-dju/


Furthermore, the New York Times critiqued that the

arms deals and troops deployment hold broader

implications and concerns. The deepening relations

between North Korea and Russia are also reflected in

their multiple ministerial level exchanges.

Experts suggest that North Korea is likely seeking

assistance to advance its short-term goal in advancing

its nuclear and missile capacities, potentially securing a

long-term strategic assurance that could bolster the

regime to confront the US and South Korea. [The New

York Times]

Ukraine names three North Korean

generals participating in Russia’s war

(ac) During the UN Security Council meeting on

October 30, Ukrainian Ambassador to the UN, Sergiy

Kyslytsya, listed the names of three North Korean

generals who had reportedly been dispatched from

Pyongyang to support the war effort.

The three generals included two deputy chiefs of the

North Korean General Staff: Colonel General Kim Yong

Bok, head of special forces, and Colonel General Ri

Chang Ho, responsible for North Korea’s intelligence

agency. The third general, Major General Sin Kum

Cheol, leads the Main Operational Directorate. [The

Kyiv Independent]

Experts believe that Colonel General Kim Yong Bok's

involvement in the war may serve a strategic purpose.

He has appeared at seven events alongside Kim Jong

Un this year, signaling his prominent role within North

Korea's military and Kim’s regime. Within North Korea,

Kim commands the KPA Light Infantry Training

Guidance Bureau and is seconded to North Korea’s

intelligence agency, the Reconnaissance General

Bureau. Experts suggest that Kim may ultimately defer

operational command to a senior subordinate officer,

such as a KPA colonel or major general.

Additionally, Colonel General Ri Chang Ho, sanctioned

by South Korea in 2022, is alleged to have been

involved in significant cyber hacking to steal

technology and foreign currency. Finally, experts

speculate that Major General Sin Kum Cheol may be

positioned to assume the responsibilities of Kim Yong

Bok and Ri Chang Ho should they return to North

Korea. [Reuters]
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Former North Korean defectors declare

readiness to join Ukraine in war against

Russia

(ac) According to South China Morning Post, almost 200

North Korean defectors living in South Korea

expressed willingness to join Ukraine’s army against

North Korean troops in Russia. Members of the group

all had several years of military experience. The

defector groups claimed that “they understand North

Korea’s military culture and psychological state better

than anyone else.” [South China Morning Post]

Meanwhile, the Ukrainian government has established

the “surrender hotline” to boost the psychological

tactics against the North Korean soldiers. The

surrender hotline is designed for North Korean

soldiers wishing to surrender as prisoners of wars. The

video also depicted the facilities and promised to offer

three hot meals per day, claiming that North Korean

soldiers to not die senselessly on foreign soil. [Business

Insider]

Pakistan responds to China's criticism on

safety of Chinese workers amid security

concerns

(lm) Pakistan has responded to China’s recent criticism

regarding the safety of Chinese nationals in Pakistan,

calling the remarks from Chinese Ambassador Jiang

Zaidong “perplexing” and uncharacteristic of the strong

diplomatic ties between the two nations. Islamabad

affirmed its commitment to ensuring the security of

Chinese personnel and projects, including those under

the China-Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC).

Ambassador Jiang had urged Pakistan to address the

security risks facing Chinese workers after a series of

militant attacks, including suicide bombings, left seven

Chinese nationals dead this year. He warned that these

incidents, claimed by the Baloch Liberation Army (BLA),

a separatist group in Balochistan, threaten China’s Belt

and Road Initiative (BRI) investments. Jiang emphasized

that “security is the biggest concern” for Beijing,

especially given that CPEC has attracted over USD 25

billion in Chinese investment in Pakistan’s

infrastructure over the last decade.

In response, Pakistani officials assured China that

investigations into the attacks are ongoing and that

security measures are being strengthened. Pakistani

Foreign Minister Ishaq Dar reiterated Pakistan's

commitment to counter-terrorism efforts and
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announced plans to discuss security progress with

China in upcoming high-level talks. [Voice of America]

Thailand to supply 100 armored vehicles

to Pakistan Army with production tech

transfer

(tf) In a significant defense collaboration, Thailand has

signed an agreement to provide 100 Chaiseri First Win

4×4 armored vehicles to Pakistan. The deal, finalized

on September 18, 2024, between Thai Defense

Industry Co., Ltd. (TDI) and Pakistan’s Heavy Industries

Taxila (HIT), includes a technology transfer provision

that will enable local production in Pakistan.

Initially, Thailand’s Chaiseri will deliver a small batch,

with HIT completing the rest for the Pakistan Army.

Although specific variants have not been disclosed, the

First Win 2 model is highly versatile, supporting

configurations such as personnel carriers, ambulances,

and combat vehicles. [JANES]

Germany pledges EUR 20 million for

second phase of Pakistan’s 'Billion Tree'

project

(lm) Germany has committed EUR 20 million to

Pakistan’s second phase of the ‘Billion Tree

Afforestation Support Project’ (BTASP), aiming to

bolster forest protection and sustainable management

in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa (KP) province. The agreement,

signed in Islamabad by Pakistan’s Economic Affairs

Secretary Dr. Kazim Niaz and German Development

Bank KfW Director Esther Gravenkotter, marks

continued cooperation following the first phase

currently underway with the KP Climate Change,

Forestry, Environment, and Wildlife Department.

The second phase of BTASP will cover new plantations

on 10,000 hectares, enhance forest departments’

capacity, and implement a management information

system. The project also focuses on poverty alleviation

by supporting nature-based livelihoods, promoting

women’s economic empowerment, and encouraging

their participation in decision-making processes.

[DAWN]

Pakistan’s military vows stronger ties

with Russia through training, drills, and
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industrial partnerships

(tf) Pakistan’s Air Chief Marshal Zaheer Ahmed Babar

Sidhu has emphasized enhancing military collaboration

with Russia, highlighting joint training, military

exercises, and industrial cooperation as key focus

areas. The announcement follows a meeting between

Sidhu and Russia’s Deputy Defence Minister, Colonel

General Aleksandr V. Fomin, in Islamabad. Both

officials discussed bolstering existing ties and exploring

new avenues, including technical support for Pakistan

Air Force (PAF) equipment.

In separate talks at the Naval Headquarters, Fomin

met Pakistan’s Chief of Naval Staff, Admiral Naveed

Ashraf, to discuss bilateral cooperation and maritime

security. Ashraf expressed Pakistan’s interest in

developing a long-term, multi-dimensional defense

partnership with Russia, including initiatives such as

training exchanges and naval exercises. Both sides

agreed to expand defense relations, particularly in the

maritime and naval technology sectors. [DAWN]

Pakistan requests United Kingdom

investigation into incident involving

former CJP Isa’s vehicle

(lm) The Pakistan High Commission in the United

Kingdom has lodged a complaint with the British

Foreign, Commonwealth, and Development Office

(FCDO) following an incident in which supporters of the

main opposition Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) party of

jailed ex-Prime Minister Imran Khan heckled former

Chief Justice Qazi Faez Isa in London. This protest,

which involved banging on Justice Isa’s diplomatic

vehicle, occurred as he was leaving an event

celebrating his election as the first Pakistani judge to

become a Middle Temple bencher, a significant legal

honor.

PTI supporters have expressed grievances against

Justice Isa, whom they accuse of judicial bias against

their party and leadership, particularly due to his

rulings on cases involving PTI members and scrutiny of

party activities. [DAWN]

Pakistan’s border forces neutralize

militants attempting to cross from

Afghanistan
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(tj) Pakistan's border forces reported killing at least five

insurgents attempting to infiltrate from Afghanistan in

South Waziristan. The operation targeted members of

Tehrik-e-Taliban Pakistan (TTP), an outlawed militant

group reportedly based in Afghanistan

 In a separate operation, Pakistani forces killed a key

TTP commander in North Waziristan. Pakistan urged

the Afghan Taliban government to prevent TTP's use of

Afghan territory for cross-border attacks, reiterating

concerns over increased violence since the Taliban’s

takeover in Afghanistan. The UN identifies TTP as

Afghanistan's largest terrorist group, though the

Taliban deny hosting any foreign threats. [Voice of

America]

Iran's Foreign Minister visits Pakistan

amid Middle East tensions

(lm) Iranian Foreign Minister Abbas Araghchi arrived in

Islamabad on November 4 for high-level talks with

Pakistani leaders as regional tensions rise following

Israeli attacks on Iran, Iraq, and Syria. This visit, a

significant diplomatic engagement amid the Middle

East crisis, involves consultations with Prime Minister

Shehbaz Sharif and Deputy Prime Minister Ishaq Dar.

Araghchi seeks Pakistan's guidance and support,

especially after Iranian Supreme Leader Ayatollah

Khamenei vowed a “crushing response” to recent

Israeli hostilities, including an October 26 attack that

allegedly killed four Iranian soldiers.

Beyond the Middle East, discussions will focus on

enhancing bilateral cooperation in trade, energy,

security, and managing the impact of Afghanistan’s

instability on Pakistan’s 1,000-kilometer shared border

with Iran. Pakistan has condemned Israel’s actions as

infringements on Iranian sovereignty and has

advocated for a diplomatic approach to prevent

further regional destabilization, recognizing that any

escalation could have serious repercussions for its own

security. [The Express Tribune] [DAWN]

The bilateral visit coincides with an expression of

gratitude from Iranian Ambassador Reza Amiri

Moghadam, who praised the Pakistan Navy for

rescuing 23 Iranian fishermen stranded in the Gulf of

Aden. The Pakistan Navy Ship, PNS Zulfiqar, responded

to a distress call from the Iranian dhow Al

Muhammadi, stranded 1,200 nautical miles from its

home port due to engine failure and an injured crew

member. [Arab News]
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Cambodia, Singapore discuss economic

and trade cooperation

(fi) Singapore and Cambodia recently discussed

enhancing economic and trade relations during a

meeting between Cambodia’s Secretary of State at the

Ministry of Commerce, Pich Rithi, and Singapore’s

Permanent Secretary of the Ministry of Trade and

Industry, Dr. Beh Swan Gin, on November 1. Both

officials emphasized strengthening the Digital

Economic Framework Agreement to create a more

favorable environment for trade, business, and

investment.

The meeting follows Cambodian Prime Minister Hun

Manet's official visit to Singapore in June 2024, where

he and Singaporean Prime Minister Lawrence Wong

acknowledged Singapore as a major investor in

Cambodia, highlighting complementary economic

strengths. The leaders agreed to foster win-win

partnerships, particularly in food production and

supply sectors.

From 2018 to 2023, Cambodia attracted USD 48.4

billion in foreign direct investment, with Singapore

ranking as its third-largest investor after China and

South Korea, according to the National Bank of

Cambodia. [Khmer Times]

Malaysia-Singapore cross-border special

economic zone aims to boost integration

(lm) Singapore and Malaysia are advancing plans for

the Johor-Singapore Special Economic Zone (JS-SEZ),

which aims to facilitate smoother movement between

the two countries by allowing passport-free travel and

digitized cargo clearance, boosting integration and

economic collaboration. Proposed in January 2024, the

JS-SEZ is expected to enhance access to Johor’s land

and workforce, while attracting investments in

Malaysia, creating up to 100,000 jobs, and adding

around USD 26 billion annually to Malaysia’s economy.

Key infrastructure projects, such as the Johor Bahru-

Singapore Rapid Transit System (RTS) set for

completion in 2026, will link northern Singapore to

Johor Bahru, enabling up to 10,000 passengers to cross

the border per hour, significantly reducing travel time.

The project addresses the current bottleneck where

over 300,000 Malaysians commute daily to Singapore

for higher wages, often facing hours-long delays due to

congestion.
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The JS-SEZ, however, faces potential challenges. While

collaboration could help Malaysia move up the value

chain amid competition from economies like Vietnam,

there are concerns over domestic impacts, such as

rising inflation in Johor due to increased demand from

Singaporeans. Additionally, past cooperation efforts

between Malaysia and Singapore were hampered by

political tension, but the new partnership reflects

improved relations, with an agreement expected in

December.

Economic analysts warn that the SEZ’s success will

depend on managing bureaucratic hurdles in Malaysia

and addressing concerns of both local residents and

businesses in Johor and Singapore. [CNBC]

Singapore-Australia naval ties

strengthened through Exercise Singaroo

(fi) The Republic of Singapore Navy (RSN) and the Royal

Australian Navy (RAN) held the 22nd iteration of

Exercise Singaroo, a bilateral maritime exercise

focused on enhancing cooperation and

interoperability. Taking place from October 28 to 30 at

RSS Singapura – Changi Naval Base, the exercise

involved personnel from Singapore’s Victory-class

Missile Corvette RSS Vigour and Formidable-class

frigate RSS Stalwart, alongside Australia’s Anzac-class

frigate HMAS Stuart. Activities included shore-based

training and simulator exercises on conventional

warfare and damage control.

Initiated in 1995, Exercise Singaroo underscores the

multifaceted defense relationship between the two

countries, which also includes high-level visits, regular

dialogues, and professional exchanges.[MINDEF

Singapore]

South Korea responds to North Korean

ICBM launch with sanctions

(jb) North Korea’s test launch of the Hwasong-19 solid-

fuel intercontinental ballistic missile on October 31

(see article in this edition) has invoked the ire of

neighboring South Korea, placing sanctions on 11

individuals and four entities suspected of aiding North

Korea’s weapons export activities and supporting its

nuclear and missile programs.

This includes five officials linked to a company

reportedly involved in nuclear and missile
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development to generate revenue for the North

Korean government. Among those named is Choe

Chol-min, a diplomat at North Korea’s embassy in

China, who is believed to procured ballistic missile

components and other dual-use items. Additionally,

the four companies are suspected of dispatching North

Korean workers overseas to earn hard currency for

Kim Jong-un's regime.

Speaking to the press, South Korean President Yoon

Suk Yeol stated that North Korea will be held

responsible for escalating tensions in the Korean

peninsula and promised retaliation through

international cooperation and military preparedness.

[Yonhap News Agency 1] [Yonhap News Agency 2]

South Korea and US hold ‘two + two’

meeting

(ac) US Secretary of State Antony J. Blinken and

Secretary of Defense Lloyd J. Austin III hosted on

October 31, a Joint Foreign and Defense Ministerial

Meeting, known as the “two + two” meeting, with South

Korean Foreign and Defense Ministers Cho Tae-yul and

Kim Yong-hyun in Washington, USA.

A major topic of discussion was North Korea’s

deployment in Ukraine war and its latest ICMB launch

(see . Both sides shared concerns over the deepening

ties between Kremlin and Pyongyang but reaffirmed

their defense commitment and close cooperation

under the framework of Mutual Defense Treaty (MDT).

[US Department of States]

South Korean’s Foreign Ministry Cho asked for

Blinken’s support to ensure the bilateral achievements

can be transitioned ‘smoothly’ to the next US.

President. Blinken, in response, reaffirmed the

bipartisan support and his commitment to fulfil his

duty as US Secretary of State to strengthen ROK-US

alliance.

Cho held a separate meeting with Philip Gordon,

assistant to the president and national security adviser

to Vice President Kamala Harris. Both had a broad

discussion on bilateral alliance, trilateral cooperation

with Japan and the security issues on the Korean

Peninsula. [Yonhap News]

South Korea, U.S. ink defense cost-sharing

agreement
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(dql) South Korea and the United States formally

signed a defense cost-sharing agreement, aiming to

expedite the domestic ratification process to ensure

the stable stationing of American troops ahead of the

U.S. elections.

The agreement follows a new five-year deal on Seoul's

financial contribution to the upkeep of the 28,500-

strong U.S. Forces Korea (USFK).

Foreign Minister Cho Tae-yul and U.S. Ambassador to

South Korea Philip Goldberg signed the 12th Special

Measures Agreement (SMA) at the foreign ministry in

Seoul on November 4. Under the agreement, which

would come into effect 2026 and last until 2030, South

Korea will pay KRW 1.52 trillion (approximately USD

1.19 billion) in 2026, marking an 8.3 percent increase

from KRW 1.4 trillion in 2025.

The new agreement ties annual increases in Seoul's

contributions to the consumer price index, shifting

from the previous model that linked increases to the

growth of South Korea's defense budget.

This signing occurs shortly before the U.S. presidential

election on November 5, and it is seen as an effort by

Seoul to finalize the agreement before a potential

return of former President Donald Trump, who had

previously demanded significant increases in South

Korea’s financial contributions. [Yonhap News Agency]

[CNN]

U.S. presidential candidate Kamala Harris

affirms South Korea-U.S. alliance

(jb) In a special contribution to South Korean news

outlet Yonhap News Agency, U.S. Vice President and

Democratic Party presidential candidate Kamala Harris

affirmed America’s “ironclad commitment to the

defense of South Korea.”

The article underlined the Democratic Party’s stance on

security tensions in the Korean Peninsula as

mentioned in their 2024 party platform. The party

platform outlines the American commitment to the

ROK-US alliance and their larger investment in

dialogue in the Indo-Pacific, arguing that by “bolstering

the trilateral cooperation with South Korea and Japan,

we are maintaining peace and stability in the Korean

Peninsula and beyond.”

Harris criticized former President Donald Trump for

demanding that South Korea pay USD 10 billion

annually to host U.S. troops, despite South Korea’s
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substantial contributions, describing his stance

dismissive of the alliance and harmful to America’s

standing in the Indo-Pacific. Her op-ed counters

Trump’s claim that South Korea is a “free rider” on

security, affirming her commitment to continue the

Biden administration’s focus on strengthening the U.S.-

South Korea alliance if elected president.

Harris’ campaign slogan, “A New Way Forward”

featured prominently in the piece, which highlighted

the importance of Korean American contributions to

the American economy and stated that her vice

presidentship propelled South Korean private sector

investments in the United States. She has promised, as

a result, to provide better opportunities for Korean

American entrepreneurs in the event of her being

elected as President. [Yonhap News Agency] [The

Chosun Daily]

South Korea and Ukraine to strengthen

defense cooperation

(ac) South Korean President Yoon Suk Yeol and his

Ukrainian counterpart Volodymyr Zelensky held a

phone call on October 29 to discuss North Korea’s

deployment of troops to the war in Ukraine. Yoon

expressed concerns over rising military tensions and

pledged appropriate measures to address the security

threat. Both leaders condemned North Korea's actions

and agreed to coordinate a joint response, including

intelligence sharing and expertise exchange to address

the escalation, as well as dialogue at all levels to align

their actions. [Yonhap News Agency 1] [Kyiv Post]

Following the call, Yoon’s office announced a meeting

with Ukrainian delegations this week to strengthen

defense cooperation. The meetings are expected to

cover North Korea’s potential weapons transfers to

Russia. Additionally, psychological tactics in the conflict

may be discussed, with South Korea clarifying that

Ukraine has not requested artillery shells. [Yonhap

News Agency 2]

Meanwhile, National Security Advisor Shin Won Sik

stated during a parliamentary audit there are no plans

to deploy troops to Ukraine. However, he emphasized

the importance of sending observers and analysts.

[Yonhap News Agency 3]

Czech nuclear project put on hold; South

Korea assured of finalized deal

https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-slhhlkk-l-ddj/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-slhhlkk-l-ddt/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-slhhlkk-l-ddt/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-slhhlkk-l-ddi/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-slhhlkk-l-ddd/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-slhhlkk-l-ddh/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-slhhlkk-l-ddh/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-slhhlkk-l-ddk/


(jb) The Czech government has announced that the

Dukovany nuclear power plants that were under

development would be put on hold, leading to a

temporary crunch in the South Korea-Czechia bilateral

industry ties in the renewable energy sector.

A petition filed by US-owned company Westinghouse

Power and the French-led EDF accused the Korea

Hydro and Nuclear Power-led consortium, which won

the bid to develop the Dukovany reactor (see AiR No.

30, July/2024, 4), of using their patented reactor

technology for the project.

The petition has led to the halt of the project after

being accepted by the Office for the Protection of

Competitions, the Czech Republic’s antitrust

government agency.

However, Czech diplomatic officials have assured

South Korea that the deal made between both nations

for KHNP will continue to be finalized despite the

petition. [The Office for the Protection of Competition,

Czech Republic]

The Czech government is joined by CEZ, a Czech

energy company whose subsidiary EDU II has also

tendered a bid for the Dukovany plant as well. CEZ and

the Czech government aim to finalize the deal with

KHNP and South Korea in the following months.

Confidence in Czech-South Korean relations is

expected also be boosted by the visit of 60 Czech

delegates to Seoul on November 11, where they will

discuss next steps and assure South Korea of smooth

sailing with the Dukovany project. [The Korea Times]

India, Sri Lanka discuss bilateral relations

and fisheries dispute

(sl/lm) Sri Lankan President Anura Kumara

Dissanayake recently met with Indian High

Commissioner Santosh Jha to strengthen ties and

review Indian-supported development projects across

Sri Lanka. Their discussions emphasized energy and

digitalization initiatives, with President Dissanayake

expressing interest in tapping into India’s expertise in

these areas to bolster Sri Lanka’s infrastructure and

technological growth.

A key focus of the talks was the escalating North Sea

fisheries dispute. The President reaffirmed his

commitment to protecting Sri Lanka's fishing

communities, while both parties acknowledged the

pressing need for a sustainable solution that respects
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the livelihoods of fishermen from both countries.

[President of Sri Lanka 1] [President of Sri Lanka 2]

This issue has gained urgency following the recent

detention of 16 Indian fishermen by the Sri Lankan

Navy after they reportedly crossed into Sri Lankan

waters on October 23. Tamil Nadu Chief Minister MK

Stalin has appealed to India’s Foreign Ministry to

address the increasing detentions, highlighting that

many detained fishermen hold valid permits issued by

the Department of Fisheries. Currently, Sri Lanka is

holding 128 Tamil Nadu fishermen and 199 Indian

boats. [AiR No. 44, October/2024, 5]

These developments coincide with the recent

reconvening of the Joint Working Group on Fisheries

between India and Sri Lanka, resuming after a two-year

hiatus. This meeting, which followed protests in

Rameswaram, Tamil Nadu, addressed the ongoing

fisheries conflicts and explored potential solutions,

including joint patrols and the prompt release of

detained fishermen after legal procedures. Both sides

also examined the status of investigations into the

deaths of Indian fishermen in Sri Lankan waters. [Tamil

Guardian]

Maldives, Sri Lanka explore initiatives to

deepen ties

(sl) Sri Lankana’s Secretary to the President Dr.

Nandika Sanath Kumanayake met with Maldivian High

Commissioner Masood Imad to discuss strengthening

the longstanding friendship between Sri Lanka and the

Maldives. The Maldivian President’s plans to visit Sri

Lanka were highlighted, with discussions focusing on

enhancing collaboration in tourism, health, and

education. [President’s Media Division]

Sri Lanka’s President seeks Japanese

assistance to complete Central

Expressway

(axc) Sri Lankan President Anura Kumara Dissanayake

announced that discussions with the Japanese

Ambassador are underway to secure support for

completing the Central Expressway project. Speaking

at a rally in Kandy, he highlighted government efforts

to address traffic congestion and restart paused

infrastructure projects in the region, including bus

terminal constructions in Katugastota, Peradeniya, and

Tennakumbura, as well as the Good Shed Bus Stand.
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The President emphasized plans to secure funding to

resume these halted projects promptly. [Daily Mirror]

[Economynext]

Sri Lanka’s Prime Minister meets Italian

ambassador to discuss foreign

employment and investment

(sl) Sri Lanka’s Prime Minister, Dr. Harini Amarasuriya,

met with Italian Ambassador Damiano Francovigh to

strengthen bilateral ties and explore new avenues for

collaboration, focusing on foreign employment and

investment. The meeting emphasized enhancing

skilled migration opportunities for Sri Lankans in Italy.

Prime Minister Amarasuriya highlighted the need to

prepare migrant workers through the Vocational

Training Authority to meet Italian labor demands. [Ada

Derana]

Sri Lanka Customs signs MoU with Russia

to curb illegal trade

(sl) Sri Lanka Customs has signed a Memorandum of

Understanding with Russian Customs to enhance

collaboration in countering illegal trade and promoting

legal trade between the two countries. The agreement,

titled "Mutual Assistance Agreement on Customs

Matters," was signed in Moscow by Sri Lanka Customs

Director General P.B. Sarath Nonis and Russia’s Federal

Customs Service Head Valery Pikalyov. [Daily Mirror]

French Deputy Head of Mission discusses

defense ties with Sri Lanka’s Defence

Secretary

(sl) On October 29, Mrs. Marie-Noëlle Duris, the First

Counsellor and Deputy Head of Mission of France to

Sri Lanka, met with Defence Secretary Air Vice Marshal

Sampath Thuyacontha (Retd) at the Defence

Headquarters Complex in Sri Jayawardenepura, Kotte.

The meeting focused on strengthening the

longstanding defence cooperation between Sri Lanka

and France.

Duris was accompanied by Commander Jean-Baptiste

Trouche, the French Military Technical Cooperation

Officer in Charge of Maritime Security. Air Vice Marshal

Padman De Costa, Military Liaison Officer at the
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Ministry of Defence, was also in attendance. [Ministry

of Defence - Sri Lanka]

Iranian ambassador to Colombo pays

courtesy call on Sri Lanka's Defence

Secretary

(sl) On November 1, the Ambassador of the Islamic

Republic of Iran to Sri Lanka, Dr. Alireza Delkhosh, paid

a courtesy call on Defence Secretary Air Vice Marshal

Sampath Thuyacontha (Retd) at the Defence Ministry in

Sri Jayewardenepura, Kotte. The meeting included a

cordial discussion on matters of bilateral importance

and cooperation. [Ministry of Defence - Sri Lanka]

Chinese 20 PLA aircraft, 6 vessels spotted

around Taiwan

(hs) Taiwan's Defence Ministry reported the presence

of 20 Chinese People's Liberation Army (PLA) aircraft

and six vessels in the vicinity of its territory on

November 5. The detected aircraft comprised various

types, including fighter jets, reconnaissance planes,

and bombers, notably including Su-30 and J-10 fighter

jets. Some of these aircraft crossed the median line of

the Taiwan Strait, an unofficial boundary that

separates Taiwan from China.

In response to this military activity, Taiwan's military

heightened its monitoring efforts and conducted patrol

operations to ensure preparedness against potential

provocations. [ANI News]

Two Taiwanese influencers charged with

working with China

(hs) A Taiwanese couple, affiliated with the China

Unification Promotion Party (CUPP) in Taiwan, have

been indicted for allegedly receiving NTD 74 million

(USD 2.32 million) from China to create radio and

digital media propaganda. This funding was

purportedly used to promote Beijing-favored

candidates and influence Taiwan's elections, violating

the Anti-Infiltration Act and election laws.

The couple is accused of acting as a propaganda

mouthpiece for Beijing, attacking Hong Kong

democracy activists and Falun Gong groups in Taiwan,

while promoting China's military strength and urging
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Taiwanese troops to surrender in the event of an

invasion.

A task force conducted searches at 24 locations,

seizing mobile phones, computers, and financial

records as evidence. The couple reportedly received

funds from China's Taiwan Affairs Office to produce

pro-Beijing content for various digital platforms. [Taipei

Times 1]

In a separate case, the Taipei District Prosecutors’

Office indicted Lee An-tai, secretary-general of the

Taiwan Anhui Association, and Sung Kuo-chien, chair of

the Taipei Anhui Association, for accepting funds from

infiltrative sources to influence Taiwan's January

presidential and legislative elections. They are charged

with violating the Anti-Infiltration Act and the

Presidential and Vice-Presidential Election and Recall

Act.

The indictments stem from a trip to Anhui Province,

China, taken by Lee, Sung, and 24 other individuals

from Taiwan, organised with assistance from the Anhui

Province Taiwan Affairs Office. Participants, including

Chinese Nationalist Party (KMT) officials, paid only for

airfare and the first night's accommodation, while

other expenses were covered by the Chinese office,

totalling approximately NTD 33,000 (USD 1,056).

During the trip, which occurred from October 29 to

November 16, 2023, participants were encouraged to

support specific candidates, with speeches promoting

the "one China" policy and opposing Taiwanese

independence delivered at banquets. Lee specifically

urged support for KMT candidate Hou You-yi for the

presidency. Prosecutors recommended severe

penalties for Lee and Sung, while the 24 trip

participants were not prosecuted due to a lack of

evidence regarding their awareness of any election

influence.  [Taipei Times 2]

Fujian-Taiwan financial cooperation plan

announced

(hs) Mainland China Fujian’s Taiwan Affairs Office has

announced that the province will work to strengthen

economic ties with Taiwan. This initiative seeks offer

Taiwan residents and businesses streamlined access to

mainland financial services and aims to deepen

Taiwan’s integration with the mainland’s financial

system, going beyond basic services.

The planned measures include easing financing for

Taiwan-funded enterprises and mobile payments for
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residents visiting Fujian. The province also plans to

establish specialized banking and insurance services

for Taiwan nationals, allowing eligible Taiwan-funded

companies in Fujian to apply for loans directly at local

banks without needing to approach an exchange

management department.

Fujian has set up 30 counters at securities firms for

Taiwan residents to access online and offline financial

services and will host 37 capital matchmaking activities

through the Xiamen Cross-Strait Equity Exchange,

offering services such as financing roadshows and one-

on-one consultations for Taiwan-funded enterprises.

Banks like Industrial Bank Co Ltd have launched special

bank cards to facilitate mobile payments via China

UnionPay, enhancing the convenience of transactions

for Taiwan residents. In the next stage, efforts will

focus on entry points such as airports and rail

terminals to promote payment products beneficial to

Taiwan compatriots.

Fujian is also committed to improving credit

information access for Taiwan residents, deploying 113

self-service inquiry machines that support Taiwan

residence permits for credit checks. Moreover, over

300 financial institutions have been encouraged to

raise credit limits, lower interest rates, and reduce fees

for Taiwan enterprises with valid financial credit

certificates. [Asia News] [State Council- China]

Taiwan and Lithuania deepen cooperation

on reconstruction in Ukraine

(dql) Taiwan and Lithuania are expanding their

collaborative efforts to support Ukraine's

reconstruction, following the signing of a new

memorandum of understanding (MOU) on October 30.

Taiwan pledged an additional USD 5 million to assist

Lithuanian-led reconstruction initiatives focused on

education, veteran rehabilitation, and training in

handling explosives and hazardous materials.

This partnership, facilitated through the Lithuanian

Fund for Development Cooperation and Humanitarian

Aid, has already led to significant projects, including

the rebuilding of schools and kindergartens, benefiting

over 1,300 children in the Kyiv region. Among these,

the "Ruta" kindergarten in Irpin, which was heavily

damaged, reopened within eight months, while a

school in Borodyanka now features a bomb shelter

with a 1,000-person capacity. [Focus Taiwan]
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New Jersey legislature passes pro-

Taiwanese resolutions

(am) The New Jersey Senate and General Assembly

unanimously voted in favor of two pro-Taiwan

resolutions. These resolutions commemorated the

45th anniversary of the US Taiwan Relations Act and

the 35th anniversary of the sister-state relationship

between Taiwan and New Jersey. [Taiwan News]

The resolutions approved of the US’s continued efforts

in enabling Tiwan to participate in international

organizations like the World Health Organization.

Taiwan and New Jersey have existed in a sisterhood

relationship since 1989. [Taiwan Press Release]

Cambodia, Thailand opened new border

check point

(acs) Thailand and Cambodia have launched the Thai-

Cambodian Friendship Bridge checkpoint in Sa Kaeo

province to boost trade and tourism between the two

nations. Located in Aranyaprathet district, the new

crossing aims to reduce congestion at nearby

checkpoints, facilitating smoother cross-border

transport and commerce. Additionally, the operational

hours at the Chong Sa-ngam checkpoint in Si Sa Ket

province have been extended, further enhancing

connectivity with Cambodia. [Bangkok Post]

Thailand prepares for panda arrival for

50th anniversary diplomatic celebrations

with China

(bk) Preparations are underway to welcome the arrival

of two giant pandas from China as goodwill

ambassadors in 2025 to celebrate the 50th anniversary

of diplomatic ties between Thailand and China, the

"Golden Year of Friendship." [see AiR No. 43,

October/2024, 4]

According to the permanent secretary for natural

resources and environment, a delegation from Beijing

will evaluate potential locations for the pandas’

enclosure. Chiang Mai Zoo, which previously hosted

two pandas, Xuang Xuang and Lin Hui, from 2003 until

their deaths in 2019 and 2023, respectively, is
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considering whether to build a new enclosure or

renovate the existing one. The zoo returned their

remains to China earlier this year. The pair had one

female offspring, Lin Ping, who was sent to China in

2013 as part of the loan agreement.

China's practice of loaning giant pandas, which are an

endangered species, to various nations -- including the

US, Australia, Singapore, and Malaysia -- is commonly

referred to as "panda diplomacy." The typical loan

agreement involves receiving a pair of pandas for ten

years, with each host nation paying an annual fee of up

to USD 1 million. Panda cubs born abroad are

generally returned to China when they reach the ages

of two to four to be integrated into a breeding

program. [Bangkok Post] [Thai PBS World]

Thailand protests Israeli employers

sending Thai workers to high-risk areas

(msz/acs) Thailand’s Foreign Minister Maris

Sangiampongsa announced that the Thai Embassy in

Tel Aviv has formally protested Israeli employers’

placement of Thai workers in high-risk military zones

following a recent Hezbollah rocket strike in Metula

that killed four Thai workers. Maris emphasized

Thailand’s commitment to safeguarding its citizens,

urging both Thai agencies and Israeli employers to

exercise caution. The Foreign Ministry has also advised

Thai workers to reconsider employment in the region

as Israel’s security situation deteriorates. [Thai PBS

World]

Despite these warnings, Thailand’s Department of

Employment (DoE) will send 800 workers to Israel in

November, assuring families that workers will be

stationed in safe zones and highlighting that any

deployment to high-risk areas is prohibited. DoE chief

Somchai Morakotsriwan emphasized that suspending

official cooperation could lead workers to pursue

unofficial routes to Israel, potentially complicating the

government’s efforts to ensure their safety. The

department, in collaboration with the Israeli Embassy

in Bangkok, has developed a contingency evacuation

plan should the conflict worsen.

Interest in jobs in Israel remains robust, with

thousands of Thai applicants attending a recent

recruitment event in Chiang Rai. Israeli employers have

projected a demand for 3,000-4,000 Thai construction

workers by the end of the year and up to 10,000 in

2025. [Bangkok Post 1]
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In light of these developments, the House Committee

on Foreign Affairs has urged the Ministry of Labour to

explore safer employment opportunities for Thai

workers in other countries. Committee member

Chonticha Jangrew recommended enhancing

partnerships with nations with high demand for Thai

labor while prioritizing safer regions. Recognizing the

financial pressures driving workers to conflict zones,

Chonticha proposed additional support measures,

including evacuation plans and increased financial aid.

[Bangkok Post 2]

Amid safety concerns in Israel, Thailand’s Labour

Ministry is also working to expand job placements in

Singapore. Following recent meetings in Singapore,

Labour Minister Phiphat Ratchakitprakarn noted

demand for skilled Thai workers in the shipyard and

electronics sectors. The ministry aims to increase the

number of Thais working in Singapore, which currently

stands at nearly 4,000, primarily in construction and

production. [Bangkok Post 3]

Australian-based company Estrella

Resources expands land ownership in

Timor-Leste

(mu) Estrella Resources Limited, an Australian-based

company, has become the largest land concession

holder in Timor Leste, securing four new exploration

and evaluation concessions in Baucau Municipality.

The company identified high-grade manganese at the

Salamari and Sica prospects and has announced a

strategic investment to accelerate manganese

exploration efforts, highlighting Timor-Leste's growing

mining industry.

Estrella Resources has boasted what has been said as

the largest ever manganese outcrop in Timor-Leste,

500m south of the Samalari prospect during ongoing

mapping efforts. A large outcrop of manganese-iron

oxide rich deposits was found to be 1.7km long and

ranging between 2m and 6m wide. [Pos Kupang]

China-Vietnam dispute over Paracel

Islands intensifies

(lm) Vietnam has condemned China for detaining

Vietnamese fishermen near the contested Paracel

Islands, where they have allegedly been held for more

than six months for "illegal fishing" activities. The

South China Sea Probing Initiative (SCSPI), a Chinese
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government-sanctioned think tank, reported that the

fishermen, detained in April and May, were accused of

“destructive” fishing practices like coral harvesting and

electrofishing. However, Vietnam maintains that these

fishermen were operating legally within Vietnamese

waters, citing traditional fishing rights in the Paracel

Islands, known locally as Hoang Sa.

In response to the detentions, Hanoi demanded the

fishermen's immediate release, compensation for

damages, and an end to what it described as

"harassment." This incident follows previous

confrontations, including reports that Chinese law

enforcement personnel boarded a Vietnamese fishing

vessel, allegedly assaulting crew members and causing

serious injuries. In its defense, China has urged

Vietnam to prevent its citizens from engaging in what it

deems "illegal activities" in areas it considers under

Chinese jurisdiction.

Amid these tensions, China has ramped up military

activities in the South China Sea, recently conducting

its first dual aircraft carrier exercise involving the

Liaoning and Shandong carriers, along with over 10

support ships. These exercises, as well as an increase

in China's maritime enforcement actions, underscore

Beijing's growing assertiveness in the region.

Environmental concerns further complicate the

situation. While SCSPI accused Vietnamese fishermen

of environmentally damaging practices, Vietnam

countered that its fishing fleet primarily employs

sustainable methods, such as trawling and line fishing.

A report from the Asian Maritime Transparency

Initiative (AMTI) in 2023 highlighted that while both

nations have contributed to coral reef degradation in

the South China Sea, China's land reclamation projects

have caused more extensive destruction. [Radio Free

Asia 1] [Radio Free Asia 2]

Vietnam becomes Australia’s fastest-

growing inbound tourism market

(wn) Vietnam has emerged as Australia’s fastest-

growing inbound market, with nearly 178,000

Vietnamese tourists visiting Australia in the 12 months

to August 2024. Australian Minister for Trade and

Tourism Don Farrell highlighted this growth as a

success of the “Invested: Australia’s Southeast Asia

Economic Strategy to 2040,” launched last year.

Additionally, Australian tourism initiatives, like the

Vietnam Host Programme by the Australian Tourism

Export Council (ATEC), are helping local businesses

better cater to Vietnamese travelers. Meanwhile, more
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Australians are also traveling to Vietnam post-

pandemic, strengthening tourism ties and economic

benefits for both nations. [Vietnam News]

 

Announcements

 

 

Upcoming online events

7 November 2024 @ 10:00 - 11:30 a.m., (GMT -5),

Wilson Center, USA

Safeguarding Ukraine's Cultural Heritage

from Russia's War: A Discussion with the

Smithsonian Cultural Rescue Initiative

This joint event highlights the Smithsonian's support in

preserving Ukrainian cultural heritage amid Russia’s

ongoing war, discussing implications for Ukraine and

international allies. For more information, visit [Wilson

Center].

7 November 2024 @ 15:30 - 17:00 p.m., (GMT -8),

Stanford University, USA

Bureaucracies at War: The Institutional

Origins of Miscalculation | Tyler Jost

Tyler Jost’s new book analyzes how national security

institutions shape leaders' conflict decisions,

identifying the designs that provide optimal counsel

and examining why some leaders fail to adopt these

institutions. For more information, visit [Stanford

University].
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8 November 2024 @ 11:00 a.m., - 12:00 p.m., (GMT

-5), Atlantic Council, USA

Veterans and Cyber Workforce

Panelists from Blue Star Families, the U.S. Secret

Service, Microsoft, and Atlantic Council will discuss

pathways for veterans transitioning into cyber careers,

moderated by Al Hanson. For more information, visit

[Atlantic Council].

8 November 2024 @ 14:00 - 15:00 p.m., (GMT -5),

Atlantic Council, USA

Capture the (Red) Flag: An Inside Look

into China’s Hacking Contest Ecosystem

This event examines China's cybersecurity talent

pipeline and innovation through government-

sponsored hacking competitions, fostering national

cyber capabilities.

For more information, visit [Atlantic Council].

11 November 2024 @ 16:00 - 17:30 p.m., (GMT -8),

Stanford University, USA

The 2024 U.S. Presidential Elections: High

Stakes for Asia

This panel discussion explores how the upcoming U.S.

administration may impact the Asia-Pacific in terms of

democracy, trade, development, and human rights. For

more information, visit [Stanford University].

12 November 2024 @ 12:30 - 13:30 p.m., (GMT),

RAND Europe, United Kingdom

Addressing Imploding Health Care

Systems: Is Primary Care Reform Really

the Answer?

Since the 1978 Declaration of Alma-Ata, global policy

has supported primary care in health system access,

prevention, and restructuring. Yet, underfunding and a

lack of systemic integration strain primary care,

challenging its effectiveness in improving health

systems. For more information, visit [RAND].
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12 November 2024 @ 10:00 - 11:30 a.m., (GMT -8),

Stanford University, USA

America Votes 2024: Part 4

In the final panel of this series, Stanford experts will

examine U.S. election issues, including historical

context, social polarization, and electoral integrity,

providing a comprehensive analysis. For more

information, visit [Stanford University].

12 November 2024 @ 12:00 - 13:15 p.m., (GMT -8),

Stanford University, USA

Revolutionary Warfare: How the Algerian

War Made Modern Counterinsurgency |

Terrence Peterson

Terrence G. Peterson's new book explores how the

Algerian War redefined counterinsurgency and

contributed to the Third Worldist movement for

liberation, reshaping modern warfare strategies. For

more information, visit [Stanford University].

12 November 2024 @ 10:00 - 11:00 a.m., (GMT -5),

Hudson Institute, USA

The Myth of American Inequality

Senator Gramm and Hudson President John P. Walters

will present economic data underscoring cohesion

among Americans, countering prevalent narratives of

divergence. For more information, visit [Hudson

Institute].

13 November 2024 @ 09:00 - 10:15 a.m., (GMT -8),

Stanford University, USA

Democracy in the US and South Africa:

Two Elections in Comparative Context

This panel, moderated by Jonathan Jansen, will

compare election processes in the U.S. and South

Africa, focusing on expected developments in their
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bilateral relations over the next four years. For more

information, visit [Stanford University].

13 November 2024 @ 10:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m., (GMT

-5), Wilson Center, USA

Trendlines and Transformations in African

Democratic Governance: Lessons for 21st-

Century US-Africa Relations

The Wilson Center and SSRC will discuss African

democratic trends, analyzing implications for U.S.-

Africa relations and lessons for democratic governance

on the continent. For more information, visit [Wilson

Center].

13 November 2024 @ 11:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m., (GMT

-5), Wilson Center, USA

The Drying Out of Central America

The Wilson Center’s Latin America Program will discuss

water scarcity issues in El Salvador, Guatemala, and

Honduras, exploring potential solutions for sustainable

water provision. For more information, visit [Wilson

Center].

13 November 2024 @ 11:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m., (GMT

-5), Hudson Institute, USA

Addressing Threats to Digital Rights in

Hong Kong

This panel will discuss the findings of Hong Kong

Watch's report on digital rights violations in Hong

Kong, exploring implications for rights advocacy. For

more information, visit [Hudson Institute].

Recent Book Releases

Conor Gearty, Homeland Insecurity: The Rise and Rise

of Global Anti-Terrorism Law, Polity, 267 pages,

published May 2024. For a review, see [LSE].

Sam Friedman and Aaron Reeves, Born to Rule: The

Making and Remaking of the British Elite, Harvard
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University Press, 328 pages, published September 10,

2024. For a review, see [LSE].

John Ganz, When the Clock Broke: Con Men,

Conspiracists, and How America Cracked Up in the

Early 1990s, Farrar, Straus and Giroux, 432 pages,

published June 18, 2024. For a review, see [Foreign

Affairs].

Richard Slotkin, A Great Disorder: National Myth and

the Battle for America, Harvard University Press, 528

pages, published  March 5, 2024. For a review, see

[Foreign Affairs].

Andre Schmid, North Korea’s Mundane Revolution:

Socialist Living and the Rise of Kim Il Sung, 1953–1965,

University of California Press, 352 pages, published 

January 30, 2024. For a review, see [Foreign Affairs].

Radoslav Yordanov, Our Comrades in Havana:

Cuba, the Soviet Union, and Eastern Europe,

Stanford University Press, 354 pages, published July 16,

2024. For a review, see [Foreign Affairs].

Steven A. Cook, The End of Ambition: America’s Past,

Present, and Future in the Middle East, Oxford

University Press, 208 pages, published May 6, 2024. For

a review, see [Foreign Affairs].

Alexander Ward, The Internationalists: The Fight to

Restore American Foreign Policy After Trump,

Portfolio, 384 pages, published February 20, 2024. For

a review, see [LARB].

Tosaka Jun, The Japanese Ideology: A Marxist Critique

of Liberalism and Fascism, Columbia University Press,

392 pages, published September 17, 2024. For a

review, see [ARB].

Calls

The Faculty of Law at Otego University invites paper

proposals for its “Charting the Future of Private Law

in Aotearoa New Zealand Symposium,” to be held on

February 10, 2025. The deadline for abstract

submission is December 1, 2024. For more

information, see [University of Otego].

University of Villanova School of Law invites paper

proposals for its symposium “Islamic and Jewish Law

in the Modern Economy,” to be held on May 5-6, 2025.

The deadline for abstract submission is December 1,

2024. For more information, see [Calling All Papers].
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The John L. Weinberg Center for Corporate

Governance and the Department of Finance at the

Lerner College of Business & Economics, at the

University of Delaware, invites paper proposals for

the 2025 University of Delaware Weinberg Center

Corporate Governance Symposium and John L.

Weinberg/IRRCi Research Paper Award

Competition, to be held on March 14, 2025. The

deadline for abstract submission is November 22,

2024. For more information, see [University of

Delaware].

Jobs and Positions

The United Nations Development Programme

(UNDP) is seeking a UN House Receptionist to be

based in Chisinau, Moldova. Applications are accepted

until November 18, 2024. More information is provided

at [UNDP].

The United Nations Development Programme

(UNDP) is seeking an International Midterm

Evaluation Consultant to be based in Tanzania.

Applications are accepted until November 11, 2024.

More information is provided at [UNDP].

The United Nations Development Programme

(UNDP) is seeking an Individual Consultant for the

development of a Local Tourism Plan in Marcona - ICA,

Peru. Applications are accepted until November 18,

2024. More information is provided at [UNDP].

The United Nations Development Programme

(UNDP) is seeking a Financial and Accounting Expert

to be based in Madagascar. Applications are accepted

until November 15, 2024. More information is provided

at [UNDP].

The United Nations Development Programme

(UNDP) is seeking Technical Support for RU

Enterprise Development (Round 2) to be based in

Nepal. Applications are accepted until November 15,

2024. More information is provided at [UNDP].

The United Nations Development Programme

(UNDP) is seeking a National IC: Research Associate

for the Rule of Law Roadmap to be based in

Pakistan. Applications are accepted until November 13,

2024. More information is provided at [UNDP].

The United Nations Development Programme

(UNDP) is seeking an INFF Expert for Djibouti.

Applications are accepted until November 10, 2024.

More information is provided at [UNDP].
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The United Nations Development Programme

(UNDP) is seeking an Individual Consultant for the

development of a Local Tourism Plan in ATICO - AQP,

Peru. Applications are accepted until November 14,

2024. More information is provided at [UNDP].

The United Nations Development Programme

(UNDP) is seeking an Individual Consultant for a

Malaria Case Management Audit to be based in

Zimbabwe. Applications are accepted until November

11, 2024. More information is provided at [UNDP].

The Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) is

seeking a Finance Specialist (Internal Surge for FAO

Personnel Only) for multiple locations. Applications are

accepted until November 20, 2024. More information

is provided at [FAO].

The Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) is

seeking an Emergency and Resilience Programme

Specialist (Internal Surge for FAO personnel only) for

multiple locations. Applications are accepted until

November 20, 2024. More information is provided at

[FAO].

The Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) is

seeking a Procurement Specialist (Internal Surge for

FAO personnel only) for multiple locations.

Applications are accepted until November 20, 2024.

More information is provided at [FAO].

The Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) is

seeking a Supply Chain / Logistics Specialist (Internal

Surge for FAO personnel only) for multiple locations.

Applications are accepted until November 20, 2024.

More information is provided at [FAO].

The Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) is

seeking a Humanitarian Cash and Voucher

Assistance Specialist for multiple locations.

Applications are accepted until November 20, 2024.

More information is provided at [FAO].

The Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) is

seeking an FAO Representative for the Democratic

Republic of the Congo and Rwanda. Applications are

accepted until November 20, 2024. More information

is provided at [FAO].

 

Team:

Ainesh Dey (ad), Ally Koh (alk), Alexandre Cayrouse (axc),

Alperen Cennetkuşu (acs), Anlin Martin (alm), Anna Chong
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(ac), Aung Naing Lin (anl), Axel Melkonian (am), Aye Moe

Pwint Phyu, Ayesha Abrar (asa), Busawan

Kachonnarongvanish (bk), Chow Song Chee (cc), Duc

Quang Ly (dql), Felice Valeria Thessalonica (ft), Felix Serna

Calvo (fs), Fitri Aulia Ikhsani (fi), Geo Dzakwan Arshali (ga),

Gowthami Kunchihithlu (gk), Helene Skaff (hs), Henning

Glaser (hg), Ji Fang (jf), Junaid Amjad (ja), Jyotsna

Badrinarayanan (jb), Lucas Meier (lm), Mahnoor Tariq

(mt), Melih Çolak (mc), Mohammad Rizwan Ali (mra),

Muhammad Anugrah Utama (mu), Muhammad Farhan

Yaumil Ramadhan (mfr), Muhammad Syammakh Daffa

Alghazali (ma), Myat Sandar Zaw (msz), Nicholas Fenech

(nf), Oliver Cubbin (oc), Rishi Shrivastava (rs), Riya de los

Reyes (rr), Robishan Subba (rs), Sike Chan (sc), Simon

Welfonder (sw), Sofiia Lysko (sl), Tehreem Fatima (tf),

Thomas van Oeveren (to), Thurein Lynn (tl), Tomwit

Jarnson (tj), Venus Phuangkom, Volkan Kayhan (vk), Wai

Yan Phyo Naing (wn)
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Also, don't forget to Like CPG on Facebook, and

browse our website for other updates and news! 

 

German-Southeast Asian Center of Excellence for Public Policy and Good Governance - CPG

Room 207, Faculty of Law, Thammasat University, 2 Prachan Road, Bangkok 10200, Thailand

www.cpg-online.de

www.facebook.com/cpgtu

Preferences  |  Unsubscribe

mailto:info@cpg-online.de
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-slhhlkk-l-htj/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-slhhlkk-l-htt/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-slhhlkk-l-hti/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-slhhlkk-l-htd/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-slhhlkk-l-hth/
http://email.cpg-online.de/functionalityDisabled.html
http://email.cpg-online.de/functionalityDisabled.html

