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Dear Readers,

The Asia in Review (AiR) team is pleased to present you
this week’s AiR issue with the latest events,
developments and trends in domestic politics,
international relations and geopolitics in East Asia,
South Asia, and Southeast Asia.

Wishing you an informative read, | extend special
greetings to everyone who celebrates Burkina Faso's,
Kenya's, and Tanzania's Independence Day and Malta's
Republic Day this week.

With best regards,

Henning Glaser

Editor in Chief

Webpage: www.cpg-online.de, Facebook:
https://www.facebook.com/CPGTU
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China: Defence Minister Dong Jun makes
public reappearance

(jf) Over a week after reports surfaced about Defence
Minister Dong Jun being under disciplinary
investigation (see AiR No. 49, December/2024, 1), he
made a public appearance on December 5, attending a
security forum in Shanghai. This coincided with state
media coverage of President Xi Jinping's address at a
military event emphasizing the importance of
combating corruption within the People’s Liberation
Army (PLA) (see article in this edition). [South China
Morning Post]

While Dong's reappearance may indicate he is not
under immediate scrutiny, analysts suggest this does
little to quell speculation surrounding his fate or that
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of his former superior, Miao Hua, a senior member of
the Central Military Commission (CMC) and close ally of
Xi, who is reportedly suspended pending a disciplinary
investigation (see AiR No. 49, December/2024, 1).

Questions persist about Xi's control over the
Communist Party (CCP) and the PLA, as well as the
military’s readiness for potential conflicts like a Taiwan
Strait scenario and its longer-term modernization
goals. The Financial Times reported on November 27
that Dong was allegedly under investigation for
corruption, citing U.S. officials as sources. Beijing
dismissed the report as baseless, calling it “shadow
chasing.” [Financial Times]

Dong's situation drew international attention,
particularly as his two predecessors, Li Shangfu and
Wei Fenghe, were also removed for “serious violations
of discipline,” a euphemism commonly associated with
corruption (see AiR No. 27, July/2024, 1).

Despite his recent appearance, Dong's absence from
key military events raised eyebrows. Analysts point out
that Dong lacks the concurrent roles of his
predecessors - he is neither a Central Committee
Commission member nor a state councilor, which
would give him direct access to Xi and Premier Li

Qiang.

Dong's last public engagement prior to December 5
was a speech at an ASEAN defence ministers’ meeting
on November 21 in Laos. However, he declined a
meeting with U.S. Defense Secretary Lloyd Austin,
citing U.S. policies on Taiwan. His absence during
Singapore Chief of Defence Force Aaron Beng's visit to
China further fueled speculation.

Observers note that Dong's recent appearance might
reflect an internal CCP decision to maintain continuity
during ongoing investigations. However, his connection
to Miao Hua could complicate his political future. Miao,
who played a role in Dong's rise, is reportedly the
subject of significant scrutiny. Some speculate that
Dong may have cooperated as a witness against Miao,
potentially protecting himself from severe
consequences. [CNA]

China: Corruption crackdown targets both
grassroots and elite governance

China's anti-corruption campaign has intensified in
2024, targeting officials at both grassroots and elite
levels. Recent developments underscore the broad
scope of this effort, from a high-profile investigation
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into Haikou Communist Party boss Luo Zengbin to
sweeping inspections in the country’s villages.

Hainan’s high-level scandals

Luo Zengbin, the 57-year-old party secretary of Haikou
and a member of Hainan’s provincial party standing
committee, is the latest senior official to face a
corruption probe. Announced by the Central
Commission for Discipline Inspection (CCDI) on
December 6, Luo is under investigation for “serious
violations of discipline and law,” a phrase commonly
used to describe corruption.

Luo’s case marks the fourth major Hainan official
implicated this year, reflecting a pattern of scandals in
the province, which Beijing aims to transform into the
world's largest free-trade port. Earlier cases included
Liu Xingtai, the former provincial security chief
detained in May, and Chen Xiaobo, Hainan's deputy
disciplinary chief, who was removed from his position
in October.

The corruption crisis in Hainan extends to Haikou's
previous leaders. Zhang Qi, party boss from 2016 to
2019, received a life sentence in 2020 for accepting
bribes worth over USD 13 million. Wang Fuyu, in the
same role from 2002 to 2004, was sentenced to death
with a two-year reprieve for taking bribes exceeding
USD 59 million. [South China Morning Post 1]

Village loyalty inspections

While elite officials face scrutiny, the anti-corruption
campaign also extends to China's 500,000 villages. The
CCDI reported a 70 percent rise in disciplinary actions
against village officials in the first nine months of 2024
compared to 2023. By targeting rural governance,
Beijing aims to consolidate poverty alleviation and
rural revitalization efforts.

The inspections, led by provincial officials with no local
ties, focus on abuse of power, misuse of funds, and
dereliction of duty. Wealthier provinces often see
corruption linked to land development, while poorer
areas face issues with embezzled poverty relief funds.
Beijing's nearly USD 221 billion poverty alleviation
campaign from 2013 to 2021 underscores the high
stakes of ensuring accountability in rural governance.

Experts suggest weak checks and balances allow
corruption to thrive across levels of governance. In
villages, party chiefs often wield monopolistic power,
while in regions like Hainan, lucrative land deals create
opportunities for bribery. [South China Morning Post 2]
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China: Economist warning of growth
impact of youth unemployment censored

(Ib) Recent speeches by Gao Shanwen, chief economist
at SDIC Securities, and Fu Peng, chief economist at
Northeast Securities, have been censored across
Chinese social media after their frank assessments of
the country's economic trajectory went viral. Both
economists challenged official narratives, prompting
swift removal of their remarks from platforms like
WeChat and Weibo, along with the suspension of their
accounts.

Speaking in Shenzhen on December 3, Gao highlighted
overstated GDP growth figures, warning that China’s
actual GDP may have contracted by three to four
percent annually over the past three years, contrary to
official reports of modest slowdowns. He also shed
light on stark generational disparities: older citizens
benefit from stable pensions, while young people face
limited job prospects, leading to reduced spending.
Gao attributed these challenges to the collapse of
China’s real estate bubble, which has
disproportionately harmed younger and middle-aged
populations. He summarized the dynamic as a society
of “vibrant older people, lifeless young people, and
middle-aged people in despair.”

Gao also revealed that provinces with younger
populations are experiencing slower consumption
growth compared to older regions, undermining hopes
for a youth-led economic recovery. His popular phrase,
“turning off the lights and eating noodles,” resonated
widely before it was censored. He called for urgent
reforms, including interest rate cuts and revised
growth expectations, to accelerate recovery from the
real estate-driven economic contraction. [Radio Free
Asia]

Similarly, Fu Peng's November 24 speech at a closed-
door event in Shanghai criticized the official consumer
price index as an inadequate measure of domestic
demand. The Northeast Securities chief economist
argued that the struggles of low-income workers, such
as delivery drivers, are not reflected in macroeconomic
data, warning of a shrinking middle class as the
greatest challenge to China's economic stability.

Both speeches drew significant public attention, with
many praising the economists for their courage and
conscientiousness. However, their critiques have
clashed with the Chinese Communist Party's emphasis
on projecting economic optimism ahead of the Central
Economic Work Conference, where leaders are
expected to set 2025 development targets.
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These incidents reflect the heightened sensitivity
surrounding independent economic commentary in
China, as authorities tighten control over narratives
that deviate from official statistics or strategies. The
rapid censorship underscores broader concerns about
transparency and freedom of expression amid China’s
post-pandemic economic challenges. [China Digital
Times]

China: Internet adult content subscription
service accessible amid censorship

(Ib) OnlyFans, a London-based subscription-based
platform known for its explicit adult content, has
become accessible in China after previously being
blocked by government censors. The site,
intermittently available in the past, became fully
unblocked on November 29, according to
GreatFire.org, an internet freedom monitor. CNN
confirmed this development, noting that OnlyFans
accounts can now be viewed within China.

China enforces strict internet controls, blocking
thousands of websites, especially those hosting
pornography, which is illegal. Despite this, the
accessibility of OnlyFans has sparked lighthearted
discussions on social media. Posts on platforms like
Weibo suggest the site could serve as an
unconventional solution to China’s high youth
unemployment rate, humorously labeling it a “job
opportunity” for struggling graduates.

Some users praised OnlyFans’ revenue model, which
allows creators to keep 90 percent of their earnings,
framing it as preferable to traditional work. Official
statistics report a 17.1 percent unemployment rate
among young people aged 16-24 in October. However,
this figure excludes students, and last year's jobless
rates reached record highs before being recalculated
using a new methodology. [Global Times]

While OnlyFans is primarily associated with adult
content, it also hosts other material, including fitness
and music videos. The platform recently launched a
non-explicit streaming service featuring comedy and
sports shows, highlighting its diverse offerings beyond
its explicit reputation. [CNN]

For a brief report about sex traffickers using the
platform to abuse and exploit women making money
with porn on OnlyFans see [Reuters].
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China - Hong Kong: Ministers for
transport and culture sacked

(Ib) Hong Kong's Chief Executive John Lee has
dismissed Secretary for Transport and Logistics Lam
Sai-hung and Secretary for Culture, Sports and Tourism
Kevin Yeung, recommending their replacement to the
State Council. Mable Chan, formerly the bureau’s
permanent secretary, has succeeded Lam, while
Rosanna Law, the former director of housing, has
replaced Yeung. This reshuffle, announced by state
news agency Xinhua, followed Lee's insistence on
building a team capable of delivering his vision.

Lam Sai-hung faced challenges regulating ride-hailing
services and addressing poor taxi service, while
Yeung's tenure as culture minister drew criticism for
delays in launching an arts and culture development
blueprint and failing to reinvigorate Hong Kong's
tourism appeal post-COVID-19. Yeung's bureau also
struggled with high-profile missteps, including
February's Messi exhibition match debacle and shifting
tourist consumption habits.

Lee refrained from giving explicit reasons for the
sackings during a press briefing, only stating a desire
for results-oriented leadership to address time lost
during the pandemic and social unrest. He praised the
incoming ministers for their leadership potential,
dismissing concerns about Law's lack of expertise in
arts and culture. [Dimsum Daily]

Both ministries were newly established in 2022 under
Lee's administration, formed after a government
reorganization. While addressing the media, Lee hinted
at further reshuffles but did not comment on the
performance of other embattled officials. Yeung,
acknowledging his dismissal, expressed gratitude in a
social media post, signaling readiness for his next
chapter. [Hong Kong Free Press] [South China Morning
Post]

China - Hong Kong: Three jailed
democrats file appeals in landmark
subversion case

(Ib) Three Hong Kong pro-democracy figures - Gordon
Ng, Lam Cheuk-ting, and Michael Pang - have sought
to appeal their convictions and sentences in a national
security case involving 45 democrats (see AR No. 47,
November/2024, 3). This case, the largest under Hong
Kong's national security law, resulted in prison terms
ranging from four years to ten years for the
defendants, who were accused of subversion over
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their involvement in a 2020 primary election aimed at
winning a majority in the Legislative Council, Hong
Kong's parliament.

The court ruled that the democrats intended to trigger
a “constitutional crisis” by vetoing the government
budget if elected, leading to their convictions. Ng,
sentenced to seven years and three months, was
described as an active participant, while Lam, a former
legislator jailed for six years and nine months, faces a
separate ruling related to the 2019 Yuen Long protests.
Pang, sentenced to six years and six months, was
accused of opportunism despite post-arrest efforts to
align with pro-establishment views.

A Hong Kong court also rejected activist Ma Chun-
man'’s appeal for early release under the NSL, citing
new measures under Article 23, which block remission
for prisoners convicted of NSL crimes unless it aligns
with national security interests. Ma, known as "Captain
America 2.0" for his role in the 2019 pro-democracy
protests, was sentenced to five years in prison for
inciting secession. The ruling, upheld by Judge Alex
Lee, follows Hong Kong leader John Lee's
announcement that early release for NSL offenders
would be routinely denied to ensure long-term
stability. Critics argue that the measure intensifies a
crackdown on dissent, while authorities maintain it is
necessary to safeguard national security. [Reuters]

In late November, five other democrats, including
activists Owen Chow and Gwyneth Ho, also filed
appeals. Chow received a seven-year, nine-month
sentence for rallying radical candidates, while Ho was
sentenced to seven years for advocating for a new
political system. Other appellants include former
lawmaker Helena Wong, ex-district councillor Clarisse
Yeung, and union leader Winnie Yu, who were jailed for
six to seven years. [South China Morning Post]

The sentencing underscores the judiciary's focus on
alleged intentions to destabilize the government.
Critics argue the trial reflects a broader crackdown on
dissent in Hong Kong under the national security law
(see AIR N0.31, July/20219,5) while the appeals are
seen as a litmus test for judicial independence amid
ongoing political tension. [Hong Kong Free Press]

China: Stocks surge after Politburo
monetary policy shift

(jf) Chinese stocks surged, and government bonds
rallied following a shift in monetary policy by the
Politburo, signaling potential easing measures to
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address the country’s stalled economic growth.
Benchmark 10-year bond yields fell to a record low of
1.922 percent, while the Hang Seng index in Hong
Kong climbed 2.8%, marking its highest level in a
month.

The adjustments come as the government grapples
with a property market collapse that has severely
dented consumer confidence and spending. Investors
interpreted the policy pivot—described as a move
toward a "moderately loose" monetary stance—as a
precursor to further support, including possible
interest rate cuts. This marks a significant shift from
the previously "prudent” stance and mirrors actions
taken during the 2010 recovery from the global
financial crisis. The Politburo’s explicit commitment to
stabilizing stock and property markets and boosting
consumption has fueled optimism. The announcement
also highlighted plans to expand domestic demand
comprehensively, addressing key investor concerns.
Analysts, including Frances Cheung of OCBC, anticipate
forthcoming interest rate reductions and other fiscal
measures to support recovery.

Following these developments, the Hang Seng index
broke past the 20,000-point mark, with tech stocks
rising sharply by 4.3 percent and gains spanning
sectors such as banking, property, and consumer
goods. Trading volumes also saw a significant uptick.
Similarly, Chinese shares listed in Hong Kong rose by
3.1 percent. The unusual direct mention of stabilizing
stock and property markets underscores their priority
in government policy, according to Kenny Ng Lai-yin of
China Everbright Securities International. However,
foreign investors remain cautious, although some, like
Victoria Mio of Janus Henderson Investors, note the
urgency in these moves ahead of potential trade
tensions with the United States.

Since Beijing began implementing rate cuts and other
supportive measures in late September, the Hang Seng
index has risen by 12 percent, and the CSI 300 index by
23 percent. The bond market rally has been
unprecedented, with 10-year yields dropping by 70
basis points this year, driven by expectations of
additional rate cuts.

The RMB remained steady at 7.2751 per USD,
reflecting cautious optimism in currency markets.
Analysts, including Ken Cheung of Mizuho Bank,
believe the announced measures will provide a
significant boost to China’s economic growth in the
coming year, with further fiscal and monetary policies
anticipated. [Reuters]
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China: Zhuhai’s high officials step down
after Zhuhai car attack

(jf) Zhuhai, a city in southern China, has seen a
significant reshuffling of its leadership following a
tragic car attack last month that left at least 35 people
dead and shocked the nation (see AiR No. 47,
November/2024, 3). Both the city’s mayor, Huang
Zhihao, and public security bureau chief, Xie Rensi,
stepped down on December 8, as announced by the
Standing Committee of the Zhuhai People’s Congress
via its official WeChat account.

Wu Zetong, a former deputy mayor of Yunfu in
Guangdong, has been appointed acting mayor, while
Qiao Lei, with extensive experience in public security,
including roles in Dongguan, Jiangmen, and
Guangzhou, will serve as deputy mayor and head of
public security. Both officials were brought in from
outside Zhuhai.

The leadership changes extended further, with Liu
Qiying, the governor of Xiangzhou district where the
incident occurred, and vice-governor Fu Hui also
resigning. Zhang Huiyang, a party committee member
from nearby Zhongshan, has been named acting
district governor.

Wu, 44, brings a diverse administrative background,
having previously held positions in Meizhou, Zhaoging,
and the Guangdong Development and Reform
Committee. Qiao, 54, adds considerable expertise in
criminal investigations, cybercrime, and police
intelligence.

The outgoing mayor, Huang, had served since January
2021, while Xie was assigned as public security chief in
December 2021. This sweeping replacement of senior
officials is highly unusual and appears to reflect the
gravity of the incident and the need for accountability,
particularly in light of the high death toll. [South China
Morning Post]

China: Transgender woman wins
landmark compensation for forced
conversion therapy

(Ib) A transgender woman in China, known as Ling Er,
has been awarded CNY 60,000 (USD 8,300) in
compensation after being subjected to forced
electroshock therapy in a psychiatric hospital. Held
against her will for 97 days in a hospital, Ling Er
endured seven sessions of electroconvulsive therapy, a
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treatment only allowed in severe cases like depression
or bipolar disorder. The Changli County People's Court
approved her claim in October, marking a rare legal
victory for LGBTQ+ rights in China.

Ling Er was sent to the hospital by her parents after
coming out as transgender, where she was diagnosed
with “gender incongruence” and “anxiety disorder.”
Despite taking psychiatric medication and undergoing
therapy, her anxiety worsened. China removed
transgender identities from its list of mental illnesses
in 2018, yet many medical professionals continue
outdated practices, contributing to the challenges
faced by transgender individuals.

The case has drawn attention to the broader issue of
“conversion therapy,” a harmful and fraudulent
practice that has impacted many in China’'s LGBTQ+
community. A 2023 study found that 2.8 percent of
transgender people in China experienced such
therapy, often leading to severe mental health issues.
It called for the urgent ban of gender identity
conversion practice. [Nature Mental Health]

Activists have hailed the ruling as a significant step in
challenging these practices and holding institutions
accountable. Legal experts view this judgment as
setting an important precedent. It signals that
hospitals engaging in such practices risk legal and
financial consequences while raising public awareness
that being transgender is not a mental illness.
Advocates hope this will discourage similar abuses and
highlight the need for acceptance and support for
LGBTQ+ individuals. [Radio Free Asia]

China - Hong Kong: Woman jailed for
assaulting police on Tiananmen
anniversary

(Ib) A 24-year-old man, Fok Shun-yin, was sentenced to
ten weeks in prison for assaulting police officers on
two occasions in Hong Kong. The incidents occurred
during the anniversary of the 1989 Tiananmen
crackdown and outside the High Court. Fok, described
as unemployed and having a mild intellectual disability,
pleaded guilty to three counts of assault at Eastern
Magistrates’' Court.

In the first incident, Fok shouted slogans related to the
National Security Law on June 4. When police
intervened, Fok struck two officers. The pair was
detained, with Fok’s aunt accused of public disorder. In
the second Fok pursued a prison vehicle outside the
High Court, shouting slogans.
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Hong Kong has seen tightened restrictions on
commemorating the Tiananmen crackdown. Vigils
once held in Victoria Park were banned from 2020,
initially citing COVID-19 measures. The organizer, the
Hong Kong Alliance in Support of Patriotic Democratic
Movements of China, disbanded in 2021 (see AiR No.
39, September/2021, 4). The Tiananmen crackdown
remains a sensitive topic, with estimates of casualties
ranging from hundreds to thousands. [Hong Kong Free
Press]

China: Universities encouraged to offer
“love education”

(jf) China is encouraging colleges and universities to
introduce "love education" courses to promote positive
perspectives on marriage, relationships, family, and
childbearing. This initiative is part of Beijing's broader
effort to address the country’s declining birth rate,
which saw a second consecutive year of population
decrease in 2023.

Despite having the world's second-largest population
at 1.4 billion, China faces a rapidly aging demographic,
posing challenges to future government spending and
economic stability. College students, viewed as a key
group for potential fertility growth, have shown shifting
attitudes toward marriage and relationships, according
to a report by China Population News, an official
publication. [WeChat, in Chinese]

The report suggests that universities take on the role
of educating students about relationships by offering
structured courses on marriage and love. These
courses aim to foster a "healthy and positive cultural
atmosphere" around marriage and childbearing.

Recent surveys reveal that 57 percent of college
students are uninterested in romantic relationships,
citing difficulties in managing their time between
studies and relationships. The lack of "systematic and
scientific education" about love has left many students
uncertain about navigating emotional connections, the
publication noted.

Proposed courses could introduce junior students to
national demographics and concepts about modern
marriage and childbearing. For senior students and
graduates, the curriculum might include case studies,
group discussions on maintaining intimate
relationships, and communication between genders.
These measures aim to equip students with a deeper
understanding of relationships and the skills to
manage them effectively. [Reuters]
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While Beijing has been rallying local governments to
encourage respect for marriage and childbearing at an
appropriate age, demographers remain skeptical
about whether such measures will resonate with
younger generations.

China: New investments in wind,
hydropower and photovoltaic energy
announced

(dqgl) China has announced an additional USD 30 billion
investment in renewable energy projects over the next
five years. Aiming to accelerate its transition away from
coal and fossil fuels, the funding will support offshore
wind farms, solar installations in western deserts,
hydropower expansions in the south, and the
development of energy storage solutions to address
intermittency.

As a global leader in solar energy production, China
seeks to reinforce its leadership in green technologies,
eyeing 40 percent renewable energy generation by
2030 and carbon neutrality by 2060. While
environmental groups welcome these efforts,
challenges remain in reducing industrial carbon
emissions, particularly in coal-reliant sectors. [EVWind]

In a separate development, Longyuan Power, a
subsidiary of state-owned CHN Energy, has launched
the first phase of a 320 MW/640 MWh energy storage
project in Zhaoyuan City, Shandong Province. This
operational facility, the largest electrochemical storage
project in the province, has a capacity of 200 MW/400
MWh and spans 61 acres with an investment of CNY
1.26 billion (USD 170 million).

The project integrates advanced hybrid storage
technology, including 60 battery systems (3.35 MW/6.7
MWh each), a 3 MW/6-minute supercapacitor system,
PCS systems, and a step-up substation.
Supercapacitors provide rapid charge-discharge
capabilities, ultra-long lifespans, over 90 percent
energy efficiency, and environmental benefits,
enhancing the system's energy density and
responsiveness.

The facility will support over 300 annual charge-
discharge cycles, offering peak shaving, frequency
regulation, demand response, and backup power to
improve grid stability and clean energy integration.
Planning is underway for the second phase, which will
add 120 MW/240 MWh of capacity with 36 new battery
systems. [PV Magazine]
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China: Exports slow, imports post largest
drop in over a year

(Ib) China's export growth slowed to 6.7 percentin
November, down from 12.7 percent in October,
missing analysts' forecast of an 8.5 percent increase.
Imports dropped sharply by 3.9 percent - the steepest
decline since September 2023 - defying expectations
of modest growth. Economists attribute the slowdown
to weaker global demand and lingering uncertainties
over U.S. tariff policies, which could further impact
trade in 2025.

Trade with major partners showed mixed trends.
Exports to the U.S. rose eight percent, while imports
plunged 11 percent. Similarly, shipments to the
European Union grew 7.2 percent, but imports fell 6.5
percent. Exports to the Association of Southeast Asian
Nations (ASEAN) increased nearly 15 percent, even as
imports from ASEAN countries declined three percent.
Meanwhile, China's rare earth exports rose nearly five
percent, but imports dropped over 20 percent,
reflecting heightened domestic oversight on critical
minerals.

China's year-to-date exports reached USD 3.24 trillion,
up 5.4 percent, while imports edged up 1.2 percent to
USD 2.36 trillion. The government pledged to boost
fiscal and monetary stimulus in 2025, including
"unconventional counter-cyclical adjustments" to
revitalize domestic demand. While export growth may
continue in early 2025 as U.S. importers front-load
purchases, analysts warn of a potential slowdown in
the latter half of the year as tariffs take effect.

Amid external challenges, China's steel exports surged
16 percent in November to 9.28 million tons, reflecting
continued strength in global industrial demand.
However, weak consumer inflation and sluggish
domestic consumption highlight persistent economic
headwinds. Despite a modest recovery in
manufacturing, Beijing faces pressure to implement
deeper reforms to stabilize the world's second-largest
economy. [NBCDFW]

China: Ant Group appoints new CEO

(Ib) Ant Group will appoint Cyril Han as chief executive
officer (CEO) on March 1, 2025, as part of its strategy to
regain momentum following a regulatory crackdown.
Han, currently the company's president and chief
financial officer (CFO), will succeed Eric Jing, who will
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remain chairman. Han will oversee all business
segments and daily operations, continuing to report to
Jing and the board of directors. The leadership change
signals Ant's focus on stabilizing and diversifying its
operations.

The company faced a significant setback in 2020 when
Chinese authorities halted its planned initial public
offering (IPO) and imposed strict regulatory
requirements. Since then, the Jack Ma-backed fintech
giant has restructured its operations to align with
financial regulations. Ant is now betting on
advancements in artificial intelligence (Al) and
technology to drive business recovery and counter the
limitations imposed on its online lending activities.

Ant's profit rebounded strongly, growing 193 percent
in the quarter ending June 2024. The company is
leveraging Al-powered solutions across various
sectors, including dining, ride-hailing, healthcare, and
entertainment. These initiatives aim to increase its
relevance in everyday consumer life, underpinning its
recovery strategy after the clampdown that had
curtailed its profitability.

Internationally, Ant is scaling its operations through its
Ant International division, focusing on its Alipay+,
Antom, WorldFirst, and Embedded Finance services.
Earlier in 2024, the company established independent
boards for its international, database, and digital
technology units, paving the way for future spinoffs.
This global expansion complements its domestic
efforts to solidify its standing in the fintech sector.
[BNN Bloomberg]

China: New action plan to boost property
insurance industry released

(jf) The National Financial Regulatory Administration,
China's financial regulator, announced an ambitious
action plan on December 6 aimed at enhancing the
property insurance industry over the next five years.
The regulator outlined several goals in the plan,
including advancing reforms, promoting industry
openness, and accelerating the sector's transformation
to align with higher-quality development.

The plan encourages qualified foreign financial
institutions to invest in China's property insurance
market and supports Chinese insurers in optimizing
their global operations. It also emphasizes fostering
the development of foreign-funded property insurance
companies operating in China, signaling an effort to
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create a more inclusive and competitive market
environment.

To strengthen ties between domestic and international
reinsurance markets, the plan proposes expanding
collaboration and exploring ways to establish mutual
recognition of regulatory standards. This is expected to
improve business connectivity and enhance the global
competitiveness of the sector. Risk management is
another focal point. The regulator emphasized
improving mechanisms to prevent, mitigate, and
resolve risks, calling for diversified approaches to
address potential challenges within the industry. [State
Council] [Nikkei Asia]

China - Hong Kong: Tai Lam Tunnel tolls to
drop by up to 69 percent under
government proposal

(Ib) The Hong Kong government has proposed
significant toll reductions for the Tai Lam Tunnel, with
new rates set to take effect after it assumes
management on May 31, 2025. Private car tolls could
drop from the current HKD 58 (USD 7) to as low as HKD
18 (USD 2) during off-peak hours. The new system will
feature time-varying rates, including HKD 45 (USD 5)
for peak hours, HKD 30 (USD 4) for normal hours, and
uniform rates of HKD 18 (USD 2) on Sundays and
public holidays.

The proposal, detailed in the Road Tunnels
(Government) (Amendment) Bill 2024, aims to enhance
traffic management and support the transport sector.
The bill has been approved by Chief Executive John
Lee's advisory board and will be reviewed by the
Legislative Council on December 11. Once
implemented, the government will introduce HKeToll, a
free-flow toll service, to streamline operations.

Under the new structure, taxis will pay a uniform fee of
HKD 28 (USD 3), while commercial vehicles will pay a
flat rate of HKD 43 (USD 5). Motorcyclists will be
charged 40 percent of the private car toll for
corresponding time slots. The government anticipates
the changes will improve traffic flow by diverting
vehicles from congested routes like Tuen Mun Road
and Tolo Highway.

The adjustments are expected to benefit logistics
operations by appealing to commercial drivers and
ensuring smooth traffic flow on this key route
connecting New Territories West/North to urban areas.
The government emphasized the importance of
maintaining efficient tunnel operations to meet public
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expectations and support economic activities. [Hong
Kong Free Press]

China: President Xi emphasizes need for
eliminating corruption in military

(jf) President Xi emphasized the necessity of upholding
strict discipline and rooting out corruption to ensure
the PLA remains "loyal, pure, and reliable." His
comments follow an announcement of the defense
ministry last week about Miao Hua, a senior member
of the Central Military Commission (CMC) and close ally
of Xi being suspended and investigated for "serious
violations of discipline" (see AiR No. 49,
December/2024, 1).

During his first visit to the PLA's newly formed
Information Warfare Department, established in April,
Xi highlighted the unit's critical role in modernizing the
armed forces. This department reports directly to the
Central Military Commission, which Xi is heading, and
is a central element of the military’s most extensive
restructuring effort since 2015.

Xi described network information systems as
increasingly vital in contemporary warfare, noting their
unprecedented prominence. The new unit, formally
called the People's Liberation Army Information
Support Force, is designed primarily as a "combat
force," reflecting the leadership's growing focus on
unconventional military capabilities and
modernization.

The new unit was previously part of the PLA's Strategic
Support Force, combining cyber, information and
space warfare units. It is tasked with protecting China's
military information systems from cyber and electronic
warfare attacks. [State Council] [Reuters]

China: Ministry of State Security warns
against espionage hiring teenagers

(jf) China's primary anti-espionage agency has issued a
warning about foreign agents recruiting Chinese
teenagers to gather sensitive information, exploiting
their lack of awareness and understanding of national
security risks. According to the Ministry of State
Security, foreign intelligence agencies use deceptive
tactics to lure minors, often presenting illegal activities
as simple and lucrative part-time jobs.
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The ministry outlined methods used by these agents,
including contacting teenagers online and promising
easy money. In some cases, students were asked to
take photos of military installations or other sensitive
locations. The schemes sometimes resemble pyramid
setups, encouraging teens to recruit their peers,
significantly expanding the reach of these operations
and amplifying the harm caused. [WeChat, in Chinese]

These warnings are part of a broader campaign to
raise public awareness about national security risks.
Since launching an official WeChat account last year,
the ministry has frequently posted alerts about
espionage activities targeting various groups, including
students, scientists, and researchers. In its statement,
the ministry called for more comprehensive education
on national security to protect minors and prevent
them from being exploited by foreign intelligence
agencies. [South China Morning Post]

China: New drone aircraft, vessel sparks
debate on potential military use

(jf) China's recent advancements in aerial and maritime
technology, including the Lanying R6000 tiltrotor drone
and a carrier-like vessel, have sparked debate over
their strategic applications and dual-use potential.

Unmanned aerial vehicle Lanying R6000

China recently revealed its prototype of the Lanying
R6000, a 6-ton tiltrotor unmanned aerial vehicle,
sparking discussions about its potential role in combat.
While officially promoted for nonmilitary purposes, the
display of military insignias on concept drawings has
raised concerns that the drone may be intended for
military use, including logistics, reconnaissance, and
potentially offensive operations.

Tiltrotor aircraft like the Lanying R6000 offer a unique
blend of airplane speed and helicopter
maneuverability, allowing for both efficient flight and
vertical takeoff and landing. The drone, showcased at
the Zhuhai air show in November, boasts impressive
capabilities, including a cruising speed of 550
kilometers per hour, a range of up to 4,000 kilometers,
and a maximum payload of 2,000 kilograms.
Developed by Shenzhen-based United Aircraft, the
drone is described by the company as a versatile "car
in the sky," capable of carrying up to 12 people and
supporting various applications, such as urban
transportation, logistics, and emergency rescue.
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Analysts believe the drone could enhance military
logistics, especially in terrains like islands or
mountains, and potentially play a role in operations
over the Taiwan Strait. The drone's capabilities would
allow rapid deployment to the Taiwan Strait, a key
region just 180 kilometers from China. With its high
speed and extensive range, the Lanying R6000 could
make multiple trips between China and Taiwan without
refueling, delivering supplies or equipment to support
military operations. Its range also extends throughout
the South China Sea and covers U.S. military bases in
Japan and South Korea, giving it strategic reach in the
Western Pacific.

While the drone's advantages - speed, unmanned
operation, and versatility - make it a valuable asset,
critics argue its potential military use may be limited.
Analysts highlight its low stealth capabilities, as tiltrotor
aircraft are typically noisy and easily detectable by
radar, rendering them vulnerable to air defense
systems. Additionally, the Chinese military's robust
helicopter force, which includes approximately 1,000
units such as the Z-20, diminishes the necessity of
relying on the Lanying R6000 for high-risk operations.
[VOA] [Interesting Engineering]

Carrier-like vessel

China has tested a new vessel with a design
resembling a small aircraft carrier, sparking curiosity
about its intended purpose. Images and videos
circulating online reveal a ship with a large flight deck,
likely suited for drones and crewed helicopters. This
vessel stands out with its unique design, featuring
three protruding island-like structures along its
starboard side, compared to the two typically seen on
similar vessels like the Type 075 landing helicopter
dock.

The ship measures approximately 200 meters in length
and is believed to be docked at a facility operated by
Comec, a subsidiary of the China State Shipbuilding
Corporation (CSSC), on Longxue Island in Guangzhou.
Reports suggest it was launched sometime between
September and October this year and began sailing
under its own power shortly, thereafter, indicating a
rapid construction timeline.

Interestingly, the ship was observed alongside China's
JARI-USV-A, a large, unmanned combat vessel also
known as Orca, further fueling speculation about its
role. While the ship’s design includes features such as
markings on its flight deck that could support rotary-
wing aircraft, it lacks the military-style indicators
typically associated with naval ships, such as a hull
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number, catapults, or arrester cable for fixed-wing
aircraft.

The ship’s three island-like structures serve distinct
purposes. The forward-most structure includes a
conventional bridge and mast, the central structure
appears equipped to manage flight operations with a
prominent tower and mast, and the aft structure
houses exhaust stacks. The overall design is simpler
and less costly than traditional military carriers or
amphibious assault ships, suggesting it may be a
private venture by CSSC rather than a direct project of
the Chinese navy.

Despite this, the blurred lines between China'’s civilian
and military technology make it difficult to rule out
potential naval applications. The facility where the ship
is docked has previously hosted both civilian and
military vessels, adding to the ambiguity surrounding
its purpose.

This addition to China's growing fleet of light and
amphibious carriers further enhances the country’s
maritime capabilities. It also reflects broader efforts to
expand its civilian research fleet, which now numbers
64 vessels, according to the Centre for Strategic and
International Studies. Whether this ship is primarily for
civilian or military use remains uncertain, but it
underscores China's ongoing innovation and
expansion in naval technology. [South China Morning
Post]

Japan: Divisive debate on political fund
law reform exposes ruling party’s power
constraints

(dql) Debates over political fund law reform have
exposed the limits of the LDP's power following its and
Komeito's loss of their majority in the October 27
House of Representatives election.

Prime Minister Ishiba rejects ban on corporate donations
to political parties

(dgl) Prime Minister Shigeru Ishiba dismissed an
opposition proposal to ban political donations from
companies, citing concerns over restricting their
freedom of expression. Instead, Ishiba advocated for
greater transparency by disclosing all donations rather
than imposing a blanket ban.

During his first appearance at the Lower House Budget
Committee since assuming office in October (see AR
No. 40, October/2024, 1), Ishiba responded to
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Yoshihiko Noda, leader of the largest opposition
Constitutional Democratic Party of Japan (CDP), who
urged revisions to the Political Fund Control Law to
prohibit corporate and organizational donations.
Ishiba argued that donations enable companies to
express their views and stated he had no evidence of
corporate donations influencing policy.

Noda also called for a renewed investigation into
unreported funds raised by factions within Ishiba's
ruling Liberal Democratic Party (LDP), which were
distributed to faction members. Opposition lawmakers
pointed to discrepancies between political fund
disclosures and court testimony that led to convictions
for violating the Political Fund Control Law. Ishiba
rejected the call, maintaining no new evidence had
surfaced. [The Asahi Shimbun 1]

The opposition demanded that individuals responsible
for LDP faction accounting testify as unsworn
witnesses before the Diet. However, LDP members
opposed the motion during a meeting of the Lower
House Budget Committee, chaired by CDP lawmaker
Jun Azumi. While no agreement was reached, the CDP
promised further discussions, signaling a departure
from past practices when the LDP controlled the
committee and often postponed such matters
indefinitely. [The Japan News]

Azumi's role as the first opposition chair of the Lower
House Budget Committee in 30 years reflects the
major shifts in Japan’s political landscape after the
LDP’s and Komeito's loss of their majority in the
October 27 Lower House election. The electoral defeat
has been widely attributed to controversies
surrounding the LDP's handling of political funds,
particularly scandals involving unreported income
from fundraising parties that allegedly went into slush
funds (see AiR No. 44, October/2024, 5).

Meanwhile, Kyodo News reports that its latest tally
indicates that in 2023, local chapters of the Liberal
Democratic Party (LDP) received JPY 1.78 billion (USD
12 million) in corporate and organizational donations,
accounting for nearly 94 percent of the JPY 1.9 billion
(USD 12.6 million) collected by all political parties.
Under current law, direct donations from companies to
individual politicians are prohibited; however, local
party chapters are permitted to accept such
contributions.

In the same year, the LDP’s central fund management
body received an additional JPY 2.33 billion (USD 15.3
million) in corporate donations, separate from the
amounts collected by local chapters.
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More than 60 LDP-affiliated groups raised at least JPY
10 million (USD 67,000) each, including chapters led by
prominent figures implicated in scandals, such as
former Industry Minister Yasutoshi Nishimura and
former Education Minister Koichi Hagiuda. The largest
single amount, JPY 49 million (USD 327,000), was
collected by a group headed by former Health Minister
Norihisa Tamura.

Highlighting the disparity, the CDP received JPY 50.24
million (USD 335,000) in total, with JPY 3.56 million
(USD 24,000) attributed to a chapter led by Noda.
Komeito chapters, meanwhile, raised JPY 6.87 million
(USD 46,000). [Kyodo News]

Amid this backdrop, the parliamentary debate on the
reform of the Political Fund Control Law, which began
on December 10, remains a contentious issue dividing
even the ruling coalition of LDP and Komeito.
[Nippon.com]

Komeito split from ruling coalition to submit political fund
reform bill together with opposition party

In a significant departure from its ruling coalition
partner, the LDP, Komeito collaborated with the
opposition Democratic Party for the People (DPP) to
submit a political fund reform bill to the Diet. The bill,
received by the Lower House on December 10,
proposes the creation of a third-party “political fund
monitoring committee” to oversee political financing.

The LDP has also suggested forming a similar body, but
Komeito aligned with the DPP’s proposal, criticizing the
LDP's version as insufficiently robust.

The proposed monitoring committee would verify the
accuracy of political organizations' income and
expenditure reports, request clarifications, and
investigate discrepancies. The bill also authorizes the
committee to prompt a Diet investigation and demand
corrective measures for false statements.

On the same day, the DPP introduced another bill
independently, proposing to suspend or reduce party
subsidies if a Diet member is indicted for financial
misconduct or if a political party is found to lack proper
financial oversight.

Additionally, the CDP and the Social Democratic Party -
another opposition - submitted a related bill to
enhance transparency in political funds. Their proposal
includes a provision to discuss establishing a third-
party monitoring body. However, CDP leaders have
expressed caution, suggesting more deliberation is
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needed before creating such an organization. [The
Asahi Shimbun 2]

Japan: Government seeks USD 93 billion
supplementary budget for fiscal 2024

(dqgl) The Japanese government has submitted a JPY
13.94 trillion (USD 92.97 billion) supplementary budget
for fiscal 2024, aimed at addressing inflation, boosting
wages, and aiding disaster-affected areas. This first
economic package under Prime Minister Shigeru Ishiba
surpasses last year's JPY 13.19 (USD 87.2 billion) trillion
budget and seeks parliamentary approval by
December 21.

Key allocations include JPY 5.75 trillion (USD 38 billion)
for wage hikes and economic growth initiatives, JPY
3.38 trillion (USD 22.3 billion) for inflation relief such as
energy subsidies and support for low-income
households, and JPY 4.79 trillion (USD 31.6 billion) for
infrastructure restoration and public safety.

Despite an expected JPY 3.82 trillion (USD 25.2 billion)
increase in tax revenues, the government plans to
issue JPY 6.69 trillion (USD 44.2 billion) in bonds to
cover funding gaps, with nearly half of the budget
reliant on borrowed funds.

Whether the plan will pass smoothly during the
ongoing extraordinary Diet session, which ends on
December 21, is widely questioned among observers
as Prime Minister Shigeru Ishiba’s Liberal Democratic
Party and its coalition partner, the Komeito party, lost
their majority in the House of Representatives in the
general election in late October. [The Japan Times]
[Kyodo News]

Japan: Rape allegations put trainee
program in spotlight

(dql) A 23-year-old Cambodian woman plans to sue a
strawberry farm manager in Tochigi Prefecture,
alleging repeated sexual assaults that resulted in
pregnancy and an abortion.

The abuse reportedly began shortly after she started
as a technical trainee in July 2022 and continued
almost daily for five months. The woman claims she
felt powerless to refuse due to threats of deportation
and her significant debt incurred to enter Japan. The
manager, 58, has denied the allegations.
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Japan'’s technical internship program, criticized for
exploiting foreign workers as cheap labor, has faced
scrutiny for unjust treatment of trainees, including
harassment and wage theft. The government
announced plans in June (see AiR No. 25, June/2024, 3)
to replace the program with a more flexible system.
[Kyodo News]

For a discussion on the precarious situation of
Vietnamese technical intern trainees in Japan, see
Atsushi Tomiyama in [East Asia Forum] who draw
attentions to exploitative practices sending agencies
and corrupt officials.

Japan: Alleged soliciting of minor sex by
clerk in PM'’s office

(dgl) Reported by Kyodo News and The Mainichi on
10/12, an Official from the Japanese PM Office is being
held in custody for allegedly soliciting sex from minors.
Yukihiro Koizumi, a 40-year-old clerk working for PM
Shigeru Ishiba, was arrested on Monday morning for
suspected initiation for sexual relations with two high
school students in April. According to both sources,
current belief is that he attempted to pay each female
4,000 Yen. Police are currently pursuing investigation,
and according to [https://news.ntv.co.jp/] the suspect
has claimed “There is no mistake in what | did". Further
corroboration unconfirmed, will continue to update as
further details come out.

Japan: Regulations for electronic devices
scrap yards to be tightened

(dgl) The Environment Ministry is considering
countermeasures following the introduction of stricter
ordinances by several local governments. This comes
after scrap yards in Japan, where electronic devices
and vehicles are stored outdoors before their metals
and plastics are recycled, have become a source of
concern for local communities due to frequent fires
and noise pollution.

The law currently imposes standards on the storage of
waste, including limits on the height of piles, but these
do not extend to valuable materials, except for certain
household appliances. In yards lacking proper
environmental safeguards, towering piles of scrap are
at risk of collapse, and operations have led to conflicts
with nearby residents due to noise, vibration, and soil
contamination. Driven by rising metal prices and
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increased domestic demand following a ban on
Chinese scrap imports, the number of scrap yard
operators in Japan has been growing. Concerns have
also been raised about potential illegal activities, such
as employing foreign workers without proper
authorization or dismantling stolen vehicles.

The Environment Ministry has initiated hearings with
local governments and businesses to improve
understanding of distribution channels for scrap
materials. In October, it set up a panel of experts to
develop stricter regulations for substandard yards. The
ministry is also considering a revision of the waste
management law by 2026 to better align regulations
on valuable materials and scrap yard operations
nationwide. [The Japan Times]

Japan: Starbucks to introduce biomass
plastic straws

(dqgl) Starbucks Coffee Japan has announced to replace
paper straws with biomass plastic straws from January
2025 to reduce environmental impact.

The plant-based straws will first be introduced at 32
outlets in Okinawa, before rolling out to approximately
2,000 stores nationwide in March.

Biomass plastic straws are more durable and lighter
than paper straws, enabling Starbucks to reduce straw
waste by half. [Nippon.com]

Japan: Household spending drops for 3rd
month in October

(dqgl) Japan's household spending declined by 1.3
percent in October compared to the previous year,
marking the third consecutive monthly drop, according
to government data. The decrease was largely driven
by reduced spending on food and clothing, as rising
prices and warm weather influenced consumer
behavior.

Food expenditure fell by 0.8 percent, with consumers
opting for cheaper alternatives, such as chicken
instead of pork or beef, and cutting back on chocolate
purchases due to price increases. Spending on clothing
and shoes experienced a sharper decline of 13.7
percent, reflecting weak demand for winter apparel.
Additionally, spending on housing, including
renovations, dropped by 10.7 percent, while education
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expenses, such as tuition fees, fell by 14.0 percent.
Overall, average household spending stood at JPY
305,819 (USD 2,000), reflecting caution among
consumers amid economic pressures.

In contrast, wage data showed mixed trends. Real
wages remained flat year-on-year in October, following
declines in August and September, though larger
workplaces with 30 or more employees reported
modest growth of 0.9 percent. Nominal wages rose by
2.6 percent, continuing a 34-month growth streak.
Excluding bonuses and non-regular payments, wages
increased by 2.7 percent, marking the highest rise in
nearly 32 years. Full-time workers saw their average
wages grow by 2.8 percent, the sharpest increase since
1994. Meanwhile, inflation eased slightly, with
consumer prices rising by 2.6 percent in October,
down from 2.9 percent in September. [Kyodo News]

Japan: Tokyo to introduce 4-day
workweek for government employees

(dqgl) The Tokyo Metropolitan Government has
announced plans to implement a four-day workweek
for government employees starting in April. The move
aims to support working mothers and address Japan's
record-low fertility rate. Tokyo Governor Yuriko Koike
emphasized the importance of flexible work
arrangements to ensure careers are not sacrificed for
life events like childbirth or childcare.

The new policy will allow employees three days off
weekly, complemented by another initiative enabling
parents of young schoolchildren to reduce working
hours for a slight salary cut. [9 News]

Japan'’s fertility rate hit a record low of 1.2 in 2023, with
only 727,277 births recorded (see AR No. 24,
June/2024, 2). A stable population requires a fertility
rate of 2.1. The government has introduced various
policies to counter the population crisis, including
promoting paternity leave and improving workplace
conditions. However, sociologists point to Japan’s
demanding work culture and high living costs as
significant barriers. The country's entrenched overtime
culture, which often forces women to choose between
family and career, exacerbates the issue.

The gender gap in labor force participation remains
stark, with 55 percent of women and 72 percent of
men in the workforce, surpassing disparities in other
high-income nations. While the four-day workweek
concept has gained traction in the West for improving
well-being and productivity, it remains unconventional
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in Japan, where long hours are equated with company
loyalty. [CNN]

Japan: Cabinet adopts new regulations on
tech giants

(dqgl) The Japanese government has adopted an
ordinance to regulate technology giants having at least
40 million monthly users under a new law aimed at
curbing their activities. The ordinance will take effect
on December 19, and the Fair Trade Commission will
designate affected companies upon notification.

The new law, which promotes competition among
smartphone apps and other products and services
provided by these tech giants, passed Japan's Diet in
June. It will fully come into force by December 2025
once additional details are finalized.

The law covers four key areas: app stores, operating
systems, browsers, and search engines. It prohibits
practices that block new entrants and favor
companies' own services.

U.S. tech companies, including Apple Inc. and Google
LLC, are expected to be the primary targets of this
regulation. [Nippon.com]

Mongolia: Parliament supports revised
2025 budget amid economic adjustments

(fs) The Mongolian Parliament has approved an
expedited review of the newly submitted 2025 state
budget proposal and associated legislative
amendments. It comes after President Ukhnaagiin
Khurelstkh vetoed the draft law on the 2025 state
budget on November 20 due to concerns over its
economic strategy, compliance with legal
requirements, and fiscal responsibility (see Asia in
Review No. 48, November/2024, 4).

The revised budget reduces expenditures by MNT 2.3
trillion (USD 670 million), aiming to lower inflation to
7.2 percent in 2025 while maintaining the economic
growth forecast at 8 percent. Some projections include
a 30 percent increase in imports of industrial
equipment, alongside expectations of positive impacts
from energy reforms and agricultural recovery.

The proposed budget allocates MNT 33.5 trillion (USD
9.75 billion) for both revenue and expenditure,
equivalent to 35.2 percent of GDP. Compared to the
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annulled budget, operating and capital expenditures
have been reduced by MNT 800 billion (USD 233
million) each, and external loan utilization has been
curtailed by MNT 700 billion (USD 204 million).

Additionally, costs for certain government operations
have been cut by 10-100 percent, with some projects
suspended or delayed.

The Fiscal Stability Council noted concerns over high
government involvement in the economy and
overestimated revenues. However, it acknowledged
the budget's efforts to reduce recurrent costs as a
prudent step. [Bloomberg TV]

Mongolia: Training program to empower
human rights defenders launched

(fs) In recognition of Human Rights Day on December
10, Mongolia initiated a new training program to
develop 100 university students as human rights
trainers.

Organized by the Parliament and the National Human
Rights Commission of Mongolia, the program aligns
with the principles of the National Action Plan for
Human Rights-II.

Launched on December 7 under the theme “Our
Rights, Our Future,” the two-day online training equips
participants with knowledge and tools to promote
human rights awareness in their communities. Topics
covered include equality, freedom of expression,
children's rights, protection for human rights
defenders, and the importance of the rule of law.

The program finished with a certification ceremony on
December 10, alongside institutional visits to facilities
such as juvenile detention centers. [UB Post]

Mongolia: Annual coal export target
almost achieved

(fs) By the end of November, Mongolia exported 74.2
million tons of coal, a 24 percent year-on-year
increase, bringing the country close to its 2024 target
of 78 million tons. However, the average selling price
dropped to USD 112.4 per ton, USD 14.6 lower than
the same period last year. Plans for 2025 aim to
increase exports to 83 million tons.
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Improved railway capacity is expected to triple
Mongolia’s coal exports to China within three years.
[Bloomberg TV]

Mongolia: Central Bank acquires 1.7 tons
of precious metals in November

(fs) The Central Bank of Mongolia purchased 1,689.5 kg
of precious metals in November 2024, increasing the
total acquisition for the year to 15.8 tons, a 1.6 percent
decline compared to the same period last year.

Purchases were priced based on global market trends,
with the average purchase price for gold per gram
recorded at MNT 291,101.68 (USD 84) during
November. [Akipress]

North Korea: Parliamentary session to be
held in January to discuss constitutional
amendment

(mc) The Supreme People's Assembly (SPA), North
Korea's legislature, will convene a key session on
January 22 to address various issues, including
constitutional amendments, state media reported. The
SPA's standing committee finalized the schedule
during a plenary meeting on Thursday, chaired by
Choe Ryong-hae at the Mansudae Assembly Hall.
[KCNA]

The session is expected to focus on revising the
Socialist Constitution, following leader Kim Jong-un's
directive earlier this year to reflect his stance on inter-
Korean relations as "hostile," rejecting reconciliation
and unification (see AiR No. 1, January/2024, 1).
Observers anticipate further details on territorial
definitions and other amendments linked to Kim's
orders.

In addition to constitutional changes, the assembly will
discuss the 2025 state budget, laws on the building
materials industry and offshore farming, and
organizational matters. [Yonhap Agency News]

North Korea: Dismantling of power lines
leads to collapse of transmission towers
at industrial complex


https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-svyktt-l-du/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-svyktt-l-hl/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-svyktt-l-hr/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-svyktt-l-hy/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-svyktt-l-hj/

(mc) North Korean transmission towers collapsed after
power lines supplying electricity to the now-closed
Kaesong Industrial Complex were removed, footage
released by the South Korean Unification Ministry
show. The footage, filmed by South Korea’s military in
late November, captures two towers falling on the
North's side of the Gyeongui road. A government
official suggested the towers likely collapsed under the
weight of disconnected power lines.

The power lines, installed in 2006 by South Korea's
Korea Electric Power Corp. to support the joint
industrial park, have been inactive since February
2016, when South Korea suspended electricity supply
following North Korea's fourth nuclear test. Recent
military observations indicate North Korean troops
began dismantling sections of these lines on
November 24, seemingly in preparation for
demolishing the towers.

This move aligns with North Korea's broader strategy
to sever ties with South Korea, as leader Kim Jong-un
has characterized inter-Korean relations as those
between hostile states (see AiR No. 1, January/2024, 1).
[Yonhap Agency News]

North Korea: Lessons from Ukraine
adapted for drone warfare

(mc) North Korea's General Staff Department (GSD) has
directed electronic warfare units to focus on drone-
related exercises as part of the Korean People's Army's
winter military training, which began Sunday, Daily NK
reports.

Emphasizes battlefield response capabilities, the
training includes combat strategies adapted from
drone tactics used in the Russia-Ukraine war. New GSD
manuals analyze these tactics and adjust them to
North Korea's specific military conditions.

Units received examples of Russian electronic warfare
techniques, such as jamming and capturing Ukrainian
drones, to enhance their tactical capabilities. They are
required to go beyond basic technical drills, mastering
strategies to disrupt and capture enemy drones while
also developing defenses against interference
targeting North Korea's drones.

The training aims to establish both offensive and
defensive capabilities for independent wartime drone
operations. This initiative aligns with North Korean
leader Kim Jong Un’s recent directives to integrate
advanced drone technology into North Korea's military
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doctrine and ramp up unmanned systems production,
following his November inspection of suicide drone
tests. [Daily NK]

South Korea: President Yoon's martial law
declaration triggers national crisis

(jb/mc/ac/yq) South Korea has descended into a
national crisis following President Yoon Suk Yeol's
unexpected declaration of emergency martial law on
December 3. The announcement triggered widespread
public outrage and sharp criticism from senior leaders
of his ruling People Power Party (PPP) as well as the
political opposition, which swiftly initiated
impeachment proceedings against Yoon. [The
Guardian 1]

Rationale behind martial law declaration

Yoon announced that martial law had been imposed to
rid the National Assembly of “shameless North Korean
followers and anti-state forces.” Army General Park An-
Su was appointed as the martial law commander by
Yoon.

Critics and political analysts described the move as
impulsive, suggesting that Yoon's actions were fueled
by political pressures due to his low public approval
rates and the defeat of his People Power Party (PPP) in
the April 10 parliamentary elections (see AiR No. 16,
April/2024, 3). [New York Times]

Throughout his presidency, Yoon has faced a constant
political standoff against the opposition which
commands the majority in the parliament, making
Yoon the first South Korean president in decades to be
outnumbered by the opposition party in the National
Assembly. Furthermore, analysis indicated that
corruption cases involving the First Lady and bipartisan
parliaments, such as the impeachment audit against
the head of the state audit agency, contributed to
Yoon'’s political pressures. [The Korea Times 1]

Yoon’s arrest orders issued for top lawmakers

Deputy Director of the National Intelligence Service,
Hong Jang-Won, at a National Assembly meeting on
December 6, released previously undisclosed
information on Yoon's order to arrest opposition party
lawmakers, including National Assembly Speaker Woo
Won-Shik from the DP, DP leader Lee Jae-myung, DP
floor leader Park Chan-dae, and Cho Kuk of the minor
opposition Korea Rebuilding Partyans, but also his own
PPP leader Han Dong-hoon. [The Korea Times 2]
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Martial law lifted

Shortly after Yoon declared martial law, PPP leader
Han Dong-hoon, and the leader of the opposition
Democratic Party (DP), Lee Jae-myung, called Yoon's
move illegal and unconstitutional. They, along with 190
lawmakers, held an emergency meeting at the National
Assembly at 1 am on December 4 and adopted a
resolution to lift martial law with a 190-0 vote. Yoon
declared the martial law lifted at 4 am.

Yoon survives impeachment motion

On December 4, the DP, along with five other
opposition parties, submitted a motion to the National
Assembly seeking the impeachment of President Yoon
Suk Yeol. The motion, requiring a two-thirds majority
of the 300-member assembly, failed after nearly all 108
members of Yoon's PPP walked out before the vote.
This action provoked angry reactions from opposition
legislators, who accused the PPP of being "accomplices
to insurrection." [Al Jazeera] [Yonhap News Agency 1]
[The Guardian 2]

The walkout occurred just hours after Yoon issued an
apology for his brief attempt to impose martial law
stating that the “martial law was brought about out of
desperation as president, who is ultimately responsible
for state affairs.” [Korea JoongAng Daily]

Defense minister resigns

South Korean Defense Minister Kim Yong-hyun was
detained by prosecutors on December 8 as part of an
investigation into the declaration of martial law. This
marks the first detention since a joint investigation unit
of police and prosecutors was established following
the lifting of martial law.

His arrest was made without a court warrant under an
“emergency arrest” provision, which allows detention
when authorities suspect a serious crime and assess
there is a risk of flight or evidence tampering. [Reuters
11

Kim, who resigned on December 4, acknowledged
feeling personally responsible for the crisis resulting
from the martial law declaration. [The New York Times]

Reports from Reuters allege that Kim proposed the idea
of martial law to the president, though he has not
directly responded to these claims. [Reuters 2]

Investigation teams on martial law established

Two separate investigation teams have been
established by the police and prosecution. The police’s
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investigation team, which will consist of over 120
members, has been ordered to probe four complaints
of treason, abuse of power and mutiny against Yoon
and others. The prosecution’s team will be handling
similar complaints.

The police team is set to conduct internal investigation
of the police, as opposed to the special investigation
team under the prosecution’s specially set up National
Investigation Headquarters which will probe the
Cabinet and the Prime Minister.

Warrants for seizure of mobile phones have been
issued so far to the heads of the Korean National
Police Agency, Seoul Metropolitan Police Agency and
the National Assembly Police Guards, who will be
investigated on charges of treason. [The Korea Times
3]

Civic groups call for Yoon’s resignation

Civic groups across South Korea are demanding Yoon's
arrest and resignation as protests continue this week.
[Youtube]

The protests began early morning of December 5, led
by the Korean Confederation of Trade Unions (KCTU)
and other organizations. Demonstrators held banners
declaring, “Nullification of illegal emergency martial law
is a victory for democracy.” Opposition figures and
local leaders condemned the move, calling it a
“challenge to democracy” that violated the
Constitution. [Yonhap News Agency 2] [Yonhap News
Agency. 3]

South Korea'’s troubling past of martial law

South Korea underwent 16 instances of martial law
imposed from the end of World War Il to 1988, when
South Korea transitioned to a full democracy. The last
martial law was imposed from May 17, 1980, to March
21,1981, during the presidency of Chun Doo-hwan.
This period of martial law was marked by a brutal
crackdown on democratic protests, including the
Gwangju Uprising, which is often referred to as the
Gwangju Massacre.

Experts note that the democratic movement in the
1980s still has a significant impact on Koreans today,
and the vast majority of South Koreans appreciate
democracy. However, there are still divided opinions
regarding security measures against communist
subversion. [BBC]

Latest developments
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Prime Minister Han Duck-soo, along with Cabinet
members and the National Intelligence Service (NIS)
director, has been summoned by the National Office of
Investigation (NOI) over their participation in a Cabinet
meeting following President Yoon's martial law
declaration. The NOI warned that legal actions,
including forced investigations, will follow if the
accused refuse to cooperate.

The Cabinet meeting reportedly included key officials
such as Deputy Prime Minister and Finance Minister
Choi Sang-mok, former Defense Minister Kim Yong-
hyun, Foreign Minister Cho Tae-yul, and Unification
Minister Kim Young-ho, among others. NIS Director
Cho Tae-yong was also present despite not being a
Cabinet member. [The Korea Herald]

In related developments, the NOI imposed travel bans
on several top police officials, including Korean
National Police Agency Commissioner General Cho Ji-
ho, Seoul Metropolitan Police Chief Kim Bong-sik, and
National Assembly Police Guards Chief Mok Hyun-tae.
They are accused of obstructing access to the National
Assembly at the military’s request during the martial
law declaration. Travel bans were also extended to
military figures, including Lt. Gen. Lee Jin-woo of the
Capital Defense Command and Lt. Gen. Kwak Jong-
geun of the Special Warfare Command. [Channel News
Asia]

In an earlier move, the Ministry of Justice has imposed
a travel ban on Yoon, marking the first such ban
imposed on a sitting president. [AP News]

South Korea: President Yoon’s own party
discusses his resignation

(yq) President Yoon Suk Yeol's ruling People Power
Party PPP is reportedly considering two scenarios for
what it called "political stabilization," both involving
Yoon's resignation by April 2025.

A task force within the PPP, established on December
9, has suggested that Yoon steps down in either March
or April, with a subsequent presidential election to be
held in May or June 2025, nearly two years prior to the
next scheduled election in March 2027.

PPP Chair Han Dong-hoon received the draft proposal
and plans to discuss it with party lawmakers before
finalizing it. The party aims to release its plan before
the National Assembly, led by the opposition, conducts
a second impeachment vote against Yoon on
December 14. The proposal prioritizes Yoon's early
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resignation over constitutional amendments to alter
the presidential term limits.

The task force was formed following Han's pledge to
ensure an "orderly and early resignation" to reduce
turmoil stemming from Yoon'’s martial law declaration.
Han has also suggested introducing a ruling-party-
backed bill to mandate a special counsel investigation
into insurrection charges against the president. [The
Korea Herald 1]

During an emergency party meeting on December 6,
Han disclosed that Yoon had ordered the arrest of key
politicians (see article above), labeling them as “anti-
state forces,” and instructed intelligence officials to
detain them. Han warned that Yoon's actions posed a
significant risk, suggesting that similar radical
measures could be repeated if the president remains
in power.

Reflecting widening internal fractures within the PPP,
senior lawmaker Cho Kyoung-tae has become the first
ruling party member to publicly support Yoon's
impeachment.

In addition, the National Assembly approved a special
counsel investigation into insurrection charges against
Yoon. The motion passed with 210 votes in favor,
including 23 votes from the PPP. The investigation will
focus on Yoon and key officials, including former
Defense Minister Kim Yong-hyun, Army Chief of Staff
Park An-su, and Prime Minister Han Duck-soo. [The
Korea Herald 2]

Meanwhile, it has been reported that Prosecutor
General Shim Woo-jung plans to investigate rebellion
charges against Yoon, as presidential immunity does
not cover allegations of treason.

Defense Minister Kim Yong-hyun, who reportedly
advised on the martial law declaration, has resigned
and is under a travel ban. [Yonhap News Agency]

South Korea: Parliament passes first-ever
non-bipartisan national budget

(dqgl) The opposition-led National Assembly passed a
downsized 2025 government budget of KRW 673.3
trillion (USD 2.9 billion), reducing the original proposal
by KRW 4.1 trillion (USD 2.9 billion). This marked the
first time a budget was approved without bipartisan
agreement.
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Cuts targeted special activity expenses for the
presidential secretariat and national security office, as
well as funds for prosecution, police, and East Sea
projects. Efforts to reach a compromise between the
rivaling ruling People Power Part (PPP) and the
Democratic Party (DP) failed before the plenary
meeting. [The Korea Herald 2]

South Korea: Hospitality, retail industries,
tourism affected by fallout of martial law
declaration

(jb) A series of retail stores across South Korea are
currently anticipating a dip in consumer activity
following large-scale civic demonstrations and political
turmoil resulting from the brief imposition of martial
law by President Yoon Suk Yeol.

The show of no confidence in the President has led to
lower consumption from the masses, leading
businesses such as department stores, tourist shops,
restaurants and health and beauty stores to look for
ways to increase sales.

As year-end sales goals loom over the heads of
businesses which attract increased consumption
during holiday season, civic demonstrations have
disrupted these plans by preventing shoppers from
accessing stores which lie on protest routes.
Restaurants located near the Presidential office are
also taking a similar hit as restaurateurs expect fewer
reservations for year-end parties owing to the raging
protests.

Several business owners have also likened the current
situation to the six-month long protests in 2016
demanding the impeachment of former President Park
Geun Hye who was caught on charges of influence-
peddling. [The Korea Times 1]

Furthermore, the flow of foreign tourists into the
country has become a point of concern for the South
Korean tourism industry.

As the nation presents a politically unstable situation
at present, several foreign governments such as the
US, UK, Canada, New Zealand and Japan have issued
travel warnings for South Korea. New Zealand further
raised its warning level from Level 1 (normal) to Level 2
(cautious), effectively reducing the flow of foreign
persons into the country. [The Korea Times 2]
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South Korea: Seoul metro workers’ strike
upended

(jb) Workers belonging to the Seoul Metro labor unions
called off their general strike which was set for
December 6 (see AIR No. 47, November/2024, 3) as a
response to Seoul Metro's dissatisfactory
compensation and workplace safety measures.

Despite all three unions originally disagreeing with the
2.5 percent pay raise, they have proceeded to accept
the raise as Seoul Metro vowed to improve workplace
conditions in its latest deal with the unions. The
primary concern voiced by both the company and the
Seoul Metropolitan Government was regarding the
strike’s disruption of metro transit services as the
Seoul subway plies Lines 1 to 8 across the Seoul
Metropolitan Area.

The deal, which was struck early on December 6,
promises an increase in hiring from their initially
proposed 464 to 630, a review of staff cuts as
requested by the unions, as well as resting lounges for
the workforce. [The Korea Herald]

South Korea: Coast guard search
underway for capsized fishing boat

(jb) The Korea Coast Guard at Pohang reported on
December 9 that a search was underway for a missing
person on a capsized 29-ton fishing vessel which had
collided with a 456-ton sand carrier barge within its
territorial waters early on the same day. The fishing
vessel had eight crew members on board.

The crash site, located six kilometers off the coast of
Gyeongju in North Gyeongsang province, revealed
seven crew members, three South Koreans and four
Indonesians, all without vital signs. All ten crew
members aboard the sand carrier were found
unharmed.

The Coast Guard has employed four helicopters and a
naval vessel for its search and rescue mission for the
final missing person.

Earlier in October, the Ministry of Oceans and Fisheries
released a report on aging fishing vessels following a
serious accident involving the sinking of Geumseong, a
129-ton fishing vessel, off the coast of Jeju (see AIR No.
47, November/2024, 3). [KBS World]



https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-svyktt-l-oj/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-svyktt-l-ot/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-svyktt-l-oi/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-svyktt-l-oi/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-svyktt-l-od/

Taiwan: KMT Chair Eric Chu rules out
return to martial law in intra-party
controversy

(am) Main opposition Kuomintang (KMT) Chair Eric Chu
reaffirmed that Taiwan will never return to martial law,
following controversial remarks made by a KMT
legislator. [Taiwan News 1]

Speaking in Changhua at a KMT celebration event, Chu
emphasized that martial law contradicts the principles
of democracy and called on all Taiwanese citizens to
support democratic values, which he described as a
universal consensus in Taiwan. [CNA 1]

Chu’s remarks followed KMT Legislator Sra Kacaw's
defense of Taiwan's period of military rule during a
legislative debate. In response to accusations by a
ruling Democratic Progressive Party (DPP) legislator,
who labelled the KMT as the "party of martial law," Sra
argued that "martial law was to protect Taiwan from
the Chinese Communist Party (CCP).” [CNA 2]

Taiwan was under KMT-imposed martial law from 1949
to 1987, with restrictions on the outlying islands
persisting into the early 1990s. The era, known as the
"White Terror," saw widespread political repression,
censorship, and imprisonment. [Taiwan News 2]

Chu distanced himself from Sra’s comments and
criticized the DPP for its handling of a separate
controversy earlier in the week. On December 3, South
Korean President Yoon Suk-yeol declared martial law in
response to domestic unrest, prompting a DPP social
media post that some interpreted as supportive of
Yoon's decision. Chu called on the DPP to issue a
formal apology, warning that failure to do so could
tarnish Taiwan’s global reputation.

The debate over martial law has reignited historical
tensions between Taiwan's political parties. While the
KMT has sought to shed its association with
authoritarian rule, critics point to recent comments like
Sra’s as evidence of lingering authoritarian sympathies
within the party.

In latest developments, KMT opposition lawmaker Hsu
Yu-chen has proposed amendments to the Martial Law
Act and related regulations that would require the
Legislature to ratify any presidential declaration of
martial law within 56 hours for it to be valid.

Under Article 1 of the Martial Law Act, which has
remained unchanged since 1948, any emergency
declaration of martial law by the president must be
submitted to the Legislative Yuan within one month for
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ratification. If the declaration occurs during a
parliamentary recess, ratification must happen after
the Legislature reconvenes.

In a statement December 9, Hsu argued that the
current provisions create a "gray area" where the
president could potentially misuse power, giving ample
time to target political opponents. Hsu's proposal aims
to tighten this process by requiring the president to
submit the declaration to the Legislative Yuan within
24 hours of its announcement. Lawmakers would then
have to convene a meeting within eight hours to
review the request, followed by ratification of the
martial law declaration within 24 hours. Failure to
meet these deadlines would automatically nullify the
president’s order.

Hsu's proposal follows recent controversy over a social
media post by the ruling Democratic Progressive Party
(DPP) legislative caucus, which likened South Korean
President Yoon Suk Yeol's situation (see article in this
edition) to Taiwan's challenges under martial law. The
post was quickly deleted, replaced by another
statement emphasizing the DPP’s opposition to martial
law and commitment to democratic values. At a press
conference on Monday, DPP legislative caucus whip
Wu Szu-yao stated that Hsu's proposed amendments
were not urgent, asserting that President and DPP
Chairman Lai Ching-te had clearly stated that
"democracy cannot regress." Wu dismissed the KMT's
proposal as a distraction from more pressing
legislative priorities, particularly budget reviews. [Focus
Taiwan]

Taiwan: Civil defense NGO completes 9-
day march

(dgl) Taiwanese activists advocating for civil defense
awareness and national unity in the face of a potential
Chinese invasion concluded a nine-day relay march
from Kaohsiung to Taipei on Sunday. Organized by the
Kuma Civil Defense Education Association, also known
as the Kuma Academy, the event involved over 50
groups completing 52 stages across 13 cities and
counties.

The final gathering was held at Liberty Square in
Taipei's Zhongzheng District, where hundreds of
supporters assembled with banners and listened to
speeches at Taipei's Huashan 1914 Creative Park.

Kuma Academy co-founder and Democratic
Progressive Party (DPP) lawmaker Puma Shen spoke at
the rally, highlighting concerns about “many internal
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traitors” in Taiwan who seek to undermine the
democratic system by allowing China to control the
island. Businessman Robert Tsao, the main financier of
the march, emphasized Taiwan's sovereignty, warning
that a Chinese Communist Party-led invasion would be
“a crime against civilization” and calling on those
identifying with the People’s Republic of China to leave
Taiwan.

Established in 2021, the Kuma Civil Defense Education
Association aims to cultivate a strong self-defense
capability and prepare civilians for potential conflict.

In October, Shen and Tsao were accused by Beijing of
being "die-hard Taiwan independence separatists,"
with their actions potentially punishable by death
under Chinese court guidelines published in June.
[Focus Taiwan]

Taiwan: 2024 to mark second-highest
export year

(am) Taiwan is set to achieve its second-highest export
record in 2024, fuelled by advancements in artificial
intelligence (Al) and the semiconductor industry.
[Taiwan News]

Exports for the year are projected to reach an
impressive USD 474 billion, with an annual growth rate
between 9.4 percent and 9.7 percent.

November’s preliminary trade data revealed exports of
USD 41.09 billion, a 9.7 percent increase year-on-year.
Imports for the same month surged by 19.8 percent to
USD 33.16 billion, resulting in a trade surplus of USD
7.92 billion. For the first 11 months of the year, exports
rose 9.9 percent to USD 431.5 billion, while imports
climbed 10.6 percent to USD 357.13 billion—both
figures marking the second highest on record for the
period.

December exports are forecasted to range between
US$41.7 billion and US$42.9 billion, with annual growth
projected between 4.5 percent and 7.5 percent

Despite the strong overall performance, the ministry
highlighted potential challenges for electronic
components, citing global supply chain restructuring
and increased domestic production by Taiwanese
companies. This shift has led to a higher volume of
integrated circuit production being directed towards
local sales, potentially resulting in a decline in
electronic component exports for the second
consecutive year.
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When asked about potential repercussions from recent
unrest in South Korea, the ministry acknowledged
reports of possible order shifts in sectors such as
display panels, memory chips, and passive electronic
components. However, she noted that the scale and
impact of these shifts remain uncertain. [CNA]

Taiwan: Four ex-Taiwanese military
personnel indicted for selling secrets to
China

(am) Four former Taiwanese military personnel have
been indicted by the Taipei District Prosecutor’s Office
for violating the National Security Act by selling
classified state secrets to China. [Taiwan News]

The accused include three ex-members of Military
Police Battalion 211, which is responsible for
safeguarding the Office of the President, and a former
member of the Ministry of Defense’s electronic warfare
unit. [CNA]

Prosecutors revealed that the individuals received
payments totaling NTD 1.84 million (USD 55,607) in
exchange for sensitive intelligence, with the amount
varying based on the classified nature of the
information.

The Ministry of Defense initially flagged suspicious
activities through its internal reporting mechanisms,
prompting a preliminary investigation by military
police. The case was subsequently handed over to
prosecutors. All four individuals confessed to the
charges during the investigation.

Authorities are now pursuing a suspected spy
surnamed Huang, believed to have acted as an
intermediary, relaying the stolen information to
Chinese officials.

The Ministry of Defense and the Office of the President
have condemned the actions, labeling them as
treasonous. Presidential Office Speaker Li Wen
emphasized the need for harsh legal consequences.
[SETN]

Li also announced measures to enhance counter-
espionage training within Taiwan's armed forces,
aiming to bolster the country's resilience against future
threats.
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Taiwan: Security alert heightened over
China’s establishment of restricted zones
near Eastern provinces

(sk) Taiwan's Ministry of National Defense announced
an elevated state of alert and began combat readiness
drills on December 9 in response to China’s
establishment of seven restricted zones near Zhejiang
and Fujian provinces. This coincided with Beijing's
announcements of large-scale Chinese military
exercises scheduled from December 9 to 11 (see article
in this edition). [Taiwan News]

The ministry warned that these exercises, combined
with recent Chinese military activities near Japan,
South Korea, and the Philippines, risk exacerbating
regional instability. [Taiwan’'s Military News Agency, in
Chinese] [CNA, in Chinese]

Constitutional Law and

-Politics, Human Rights

and National Security in
South Asia

Bangladesh: Student organisations unite
to resist ban on campus politics

(Im) Twenty-eight student organisations, key players in
the uprising that led to the ouster of ex-Prime Minister
Sheikh Hasina in early August, have pledged to oppose
any attempts to ban campus politics in educational
institutions. At a meeting hosted by Jatiyatabadi
Chhatra Dal (JCD), the student wing of the Bangladesh
Nationalist Party (BNP), leaders reaffirmed their
commitment to fostering safe campuses where
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students can freely organize and participate in
democratic processes.

The meeting included representatives from groups
such as Chhatra Federation, a leftist student
organization advocating for socialism and workers'
rights; Chhatra Union, a progressive group promoting
democratic values and social justice; Chhatra Odhikar
Parishad, known for its activism on students' rights and
freedom of speech; and Samajtantrik Chhatra Front,
aligned with the Socialist Party of Bangladesh, focusing
on equality and labor rights. However, Islami Chhatra
Shibir, the student wing of Jamaat-e-Islami advocating
for Islamic ideology in education, and the Anti-
Discrimination Student Movement were not invited.
The exclusion was due to objections from other groups
and allegations of government favoritism toward the
latter.

Participants discussed the fractured national student
unity that emerged during the uprising, criticizing the
Anti-Discrimination Student Movement for exploiting
the movement for factional interests. Concerns were
also raised over the lack of inclusive engagement by
the interim government in student-related reforms.

Key issues addressed included the July uprising victims,
the attack on Bangladesh's Assistant High Commission
in India’s city of Agartala, and the country's political
landscape. The leaders condemned India's alleged
attempts to sustain the prior regime and demanded
justice for the victims of the uprising, along with

proper treatment and rehabilitation for the injured and
deceased.

The meeting concluded with a demand for democratic
reforms in educational institutions, including student
union elections, to uphold the nation's independence,
sovereignty, and democratic values. The student
leaders vowed to resist any attacks on these principles,
emphasizing their willingness to protect them at any
cost. [The Daily Star]

Bangladesh: Political leaders call for
minority commission and anti-
propaganda cell

(asa/lm/vk) On December 4, Bangladesh’s interim
leader Chief Adviser Muhammad Yunus met with
leaders from several major political parties, including
the Bangladesh Nationalist Party (BNP) and Jamaat-e-
Islami, Bangladesh'’s largest Islamist political party, to
discuss key national issues, including the protection of
minorities.
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Political leaders proposed the creation of a minority
commission to investigate allegations of attacks on
minority communities over the past 15 years.
Asaduzzaman Fuaad, Joint Secretary General of the
Amar Bangladesh Party, shared that the leaders also
recommended establishing a public relations (PR) cell
to counter what they described as ongoing
propaganda against Bangladesh, particularly in India
and other international forums. The meeting also
addressed diplomatic relations with India, especially
following the recent attack on Bangladesh'’s Assistant
High Commission in Agartala, India, and urged the
government to work on easing tensions with the
neighboring country.

In addition to these concerns, political leaders
expressed dissatisfaction over the presence of officials
from the previous regime still serving in Bangladesh's
foreign missions, urging their replacement. The Chief
Adviser has made it clear that the government is
working toward fostering national unity and
addressing these urgent issues. Earlier in the day,
Yunus met with student leaders from the Anti-
Discrimination Student Movement to discuss issues
such as communal tensions, education reform, and
Bangladesh's relations with India. Yunus also
emphasized the important role of students as the
"guardians of the country" and invited religious leaders
for further dialogue on December 5. [The Business
Standard]

On December 5, Yunus also sought the cooperation of
religious leaders in gathering accurate information
regarding attacks on minorities. He emphasized that all
Bangladeshis, regardless of their religion, are equal
under the constitution and should be protected from
violence. Yunus called for swift action to investigate
and bring the perpetrators to justice while ensuring
the safety of those who provide such information. He
reiterated the need to prevent such attacks and ensure
victims receive adequate support. Religious leaders
from various communities, including Muslim, Hindu,
Christian, and Buddhist, attended the meeting to
discuss these issues further. [BSS News]

Simultaneously, the Sanatan Jagaran Mancha, a Hindu
platform, held a rally in Chattogram on December 5,
where they demanded the establishment of a
dedicated Ministry of Minority Affairs along with
several other pressing demands. The rally, led by
Chinmoy Krishna Das Brahmachari, focused on issues
affecting the Hindu community, including attacks on
temples, forced resignations of Hindu teachers, and
the need for greater protection of minority rights.
Protestors called for the creation of a tribunal to
prosecute crimes against minorities, a law to protect
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minority properties, and a minority protection act.
Other demands included the upgrading of the Hindu
Welfare Trust, the construction of places of worship in
educational institutions, and the allocation of prayer
rooms in hostels. They also called for modernization of
Sanskrit and Pali education boards and the declaration
of a five-day holiday for Durga Puja. [The Daily Star]

Bangladesh: Adviser expresses optimism
for elected government next year,
highlights economic challenges

(Im) Education and Planning Adviser Prof. Wahiduddin
Mahmud expressed hope that Bangladesh might see a
politically elected government in the coming year,
though he acknowledged uncertainty about the
timeline. Speaking at a Bangladesh Institute of
Development Studies (BIDS) conference in Dhaka, Prof.
Mahmud emphasized the collective effort required for
long-term national development, noting the interim
government's short-term role.

The conference, centered on restructuring institutions
for equitable and sustainable development, also
served as a platform for discussing Bangladesh's
economic position and challenges in achieving
competitiveness and industrial innovation. Prof.
Mahmud highlighted the stark contrast between
Bangladesh and countries like Vietnam, whose export-
driven economy, foreign direct investment inflows of
USD 20 billion annually, and numerous free trade
agreements (FTAs) demonstrate significant progress.

Bangladesh, by comparison, secures only USD 1-2
billion in foreign direct investment annually and lacks
the breadth of Vietnam's trade agreements, such as its
strategic partnership with the U.S. and extensive
engagement with ASEAN nations. Prof. Mahmud
stressed the importance of competitiveness, including
technological innovation and skilled human capital, as
a prerequisite for economic progress.

However, he noted the disparity in educational focus,
with only 20 percent of Bangladeshi students pursuing
vocational education, compared to 70 percent in East
Asia. This gap, compounded by vacant teaching
positions and an overemphasis on general education,
limits the country’s capacity for "creative destruction"
and industrial modernization.

Prof. Mahmud concluded by expressing doubts about
whether the current interim government or a future
political government could overcome these structural
challenges, emphasizing the need for systemic reforms
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to position Bangladesh as a competitive global
economy. [The Daily Star]

Bangladesh: Supreme Court upholds
verdict scrapping five cases against
interim leader Yunus

(Im) The Supreme Court of Bangladesh upheld a High
Court decision quashing five cases filed in 2019 under
the Labour Act against interim leader Muhammad
Yunus. These cases were based on allegations of
unlawful termination of workers at Grameen
Telecommunications, where Yunus served as
chairman.

The Appellate Division dismissed the state's petition
challenging the High Court's October 24 ruling, which
annulled the proceedings after Yunus contested their
legitimacy. Barrister Mustafizur Rahman Khan,
representing Yunus, argued that the workers' trade
union application had been rejected, and their
contractual employment had expired, negating claims
of dismissal tied to union activities. The High Court
further ruled that only the Directorate of Labour could
file such cases under the Labour Act, which it had not
done. [The Daily Star]

Bangladesh: BNP’s Rahman calls for
recovery of stolen wealth, prosecution of
corruption under Hasina administration

(Im)Tarique Rahman, son of former prime minister
Khaleda Zia and Acting Chairman of the Bangladesh
Nationalist Party (BNP), has called for sweeping
accountability measures and immediate action to
recover wealth allegedly misappropriated during
Sheikh Hasina’s administration. Speaking virtually at a
workshop, Tarique emphasized the need to hold all
levels of governance—from the prime minister to local
government officials—accountable to the people.

Citing findings from the White Paper Preparation
Committee, Tarique alleged that USD 240 billion was
siphoned out of the country over the past 15 years,
including USD 8 billion from 29 major development
projects. He criticized the "quick rental" energy
initiatives as profiteering schemes and suggested
deeper scrutiny of the banking sector could reveal
even more widespread corruption.
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Describing the Awami League's tenure as marked by
systemic unaccountability, Tarique accused the
previous government of enabling one-sided elections,
facilitating widespread looting, and perpetuating
governance failures. He linked these issues to a lack of
accountability and called for urgent reforms to rebuild
public trust and national institutions.

Tarique outlined BNP's 31-point reform agenda, which
includes the establishment of an independent Anti-
Corruption Commission to combat corruption and an
Economic Reform Commission to enhance
transparency and address systemic failures. He
stressed the need for free and fair elections as a
cornerstone for restoring accountability and
implementing these reforms.

Additionally, Tarique urged his party colleagues to
uphold personal accountability and lead by example,
acknowledging that internal errors must be corrected
to earn and retain public trust. He emphasized that
unity among party members and citizens is crucial to
achieving a transparent, accountable, and equitable
governance system in Bangladesh.

Calling for immediate and decisive action, Tarique
warned that continued mismanagement would have
dire consequences for the nation's future, reiterating
BNP’s commitment to fostering stability, ensuring
justice, and building a better Bangladesh. [The Daily
Star 1] [The Daily Star 2]

Bangladesh: Over 16,500 murders
reported during Awami League's third
term; Sheikh Hasina accused of mass
killings

(Im) Newly released crime data from the Bangladesh
Police Headquarters has revealed over 16,500 murders
during the Awami League's third term in power
between 2019 and December 2023, averaging more
than nine murders per day. Additional crimes included
9,955 robberies, 1,685 dacoity (organized robbery)
cases, 2,452 abductions, and nearly 55,000 thefts.
Critics allege police underreported crimes, including
reclassifying dacoity cases as theft, exacerbating the
perceived lack of accountability.

Further highlighting instability during this period were
over 1,07,000 cases under the Women and Children
Repression Prevention Act and 3,15,000 drug-related
cases. Smuggling and illegal arms recovery cases also
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underscored systemic issues in law enforcement. [The
Daily Star 1]

The mass uprising that culminated in the ouster of the
Awami League government in August 2024 brought
these challenges to a boiling point. During the July-
August uprising alone, police used lethal force,
resulting in hundreds of civilian deaths and significant
unrest, including 952 murders, cases of smuggling, and
thousands of drug-related offenses.

In response to these events, families of victims from
the July-August uprising have demanded justice and
systemic change. Events in Uttara and Dhaka
commemorated the sacrifices of marginalized groups,
particularly workers, who constituted 80 percent of
those killed. Speakers criticized the insufficient
financial aid and the erasure of workers' contributions
from the uprising’s narrative.

Families called for a national memorial to honor the
victims, proper documentation of casualties, and labor
reforms to address systemic inequalities. The events
highlighted the dire need for support for affected
families, many of whom have lost breadwinners or face
long-term struggles due to injuries sustained during
the protests. [The Daily Star 2] [The Daily Star 3]

Sarjis Alam, general secretary of the July Shaheed
Smriti Foundation, accused former Prime Minister
Sheikh Hasina of being a "pathological killer"
responsible for 2,000 deaths. At an event in
Chattogram, Sarjis pledged continued efforts to ensure
justice, distributing BDT 5,00,000 (USD 3,950) to each
of 105 families in the region. [The Daily Star 4]

Amid these developments, the International Crimes
Tribunal (ICT) banned the dissemination of "hate
speeches" by Sheikh Hasina. The ICT directed the
government to remove her statements from electronic
and social media, citing concerns that her remarks
could intimidate witnesses, disrupt ongoing trials, and
hinder investigations into alleged atrocities.

The prosecution argued that her speeches and leaked
conversations contained threats and incitement,
posing risks to the judicial process. Aligning with the
United Nations' Rabat Plan of Action, which outlines
strict criteria for limiting freedom of expression in
cases of incitement to hatred, the tribunal ruled that
only material meeting these thresholds would be
restricted. [The Daily Star 5]
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Bangladesh: Electoral Reform Commission
to review past polling irregularities

(Im) Bangladesh’s Electoral Reform Commission was
set to convene with former election officials on
December 9 to examine irregularities in the 10th, 11th,
and 12th parliamentary elections. The meeting,
scheduled at the parliament building, would involve
former returning officers and assistant returning
officers, focusing on directives they received and
implemented during those controversial polls.

Commission Chairman Badiul Alam Majumdar
emphasized the need to learn from the experiences of
those who managed past electoral processes. Priority
has been given to officials involved in the 2014
elections, where 153 MPs were elected unopposed,
raising significant concerns over the electoral process.

Former officials have expressed willingness to share
candid insights, with some alleging interference by law
enforcement and civil administration, as well as
corrupt practices such as bribery and candidate
manipulation. The review aims to address these issues
as part of broader electoral reforms to restore
confidence in Bangladesh's voting processes. [The
Daily Star]

Bangladesh: Chief Justice calls for judicial
independence and efficiency

(Im) Bangladesh’s Chief Justice Syed Refaat Ahmed has
stressed the critical importance of strengthening the
independence of the judiciary and improving its
efficiency to ensure justice is accessible, fair, and
trusted. Speaking at a conference on "Judicial
Independence and Efficiency," jointly organized by the
Supreme Court and the UNDP in Dhaka, he outlined
his vision of a judiciary centered on public trust and
accountability.

The Chief Justice highlighted the urgency of addressing
case backlogs and procedural delays, invoking the
principle that "justice delayed is justice denied." He
warned that inefficiencies in the legal system could
erode public confidence and called for reforms
emphasizing technology, legal aid, and streamlined
procedures.

Describing judicial independence and efficiency as
complementary pillars, he stated that independence
shields the judiciary from undue influence, while
efficiency ensures justice is delivered swiftly and
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accessibly. Together, he noted, these principles uphold
fairness, equality, and dignity, serving as a lifeline for
vulnerable communities and a symbol of hope for
society at large. [The Daily Star]

Bangladesh: Contempt of court notice
served to shipping and port officials

(Im) The director general of the Department of
Shipping (DoS), the chairman of the Chittagong Port
Authority (CPA), and six others have been served a
contempt of court notice for violating a High Court
order. The notice, issued on December 3, demands
compliance within three days, failing which legal
proceedings will be initiated.

The issue stems from a High Court ruling on November
19 that stayed the implementation of a new policy and
the establishment of the Bangladesh Water Transport
Coordination Cell (BWTCC) for six months. The policy
mandates the BWTCC, a private entity, to control and
regulate lighter vessel operations. The ruling also
questioned the legality of the policy and called for an
explanation from relevant authorities.

Despite the interim stay, the BWTCC allegedly
continued its operations, prompting the Bangladesh
Cement Manufacturers Association (BCMA),
represented by its president Md Alamgir Kabir, to
pursue the contempt notice. The recipients of the
notice include key officials from the DoS, CPA, River
Police Department, and leaders of labor organizations.

The policy has faced significant opposition from
importers and lighter vessel owners, who claim it
fosters monopolistic practices, forcing importers and
vessel operators to follow unfair procedures. Barrister
Mustafizur Rahman Khan, representing the BCMA,
argued that the continued enforcement of the policy
violates the court order and constitutes harassment.
[The Daily Star]

Bangladesh: Challenges hinder
investigative journalism, reforms needed

(Im) Investigative journalism in Bangladesh faces
hurdles including low wages, political interference,
weak editorial policies, and the dominance of
advertising agencies. These challenges were discussed
at Transparency International Bangladesh's (TIB) event
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marking the 25th anniversary of its Investigative
Journalism Award.

Senior journalist Kamal Ahmed criticized the previous
Awami League government for compromising media
independence and blurring roles between editors,
owners, and advertisers. Nurul Kabir, editor of New
Age, emphasized the need for higher wages and
deeper socio-political understanding among
journalists. He called for a wage board reflecting
current inflation.

TIB Deputy Coordinator Masum Billah proposed
reforms, such as an independent media commission,
revised advertising policies, and unified pay scales.
Shafiqul Alam, press secretary to the chief adviser,
urged stronger copyright laws to protect investigative
work and a system to hold media accountable for
unethical practices.

Speakers highlighted the excessive influence of
advertisers, undermining editorial independence, and
stressed the need for reforms to prioritize public
welfare. TIB's Executive Director Dr. Iftekharuzzaman
expressed hope for a revitalized, independent media in
a “New Bangladesh.” [The Daily Star]

Bangladesh: Global brand representatives
meet with chief adviser's special envoy

(Im) Lutfey Siddiqi, the Chief Adviser's Special Envoy for
2024, engaged with representatives of leading global
brands and buyers in the readymade garment sector,
emphasizing the industry’s crucial role in Bangladesh’s
economy. The discussions highlighted double-digit
growth in exports, remittances, and cargo handling
over the past year, reflecting cautious optimism about
the sector’s resilience.

Siddiqgi acknowledged progress in areas like law and
order, labour relations, and liquidity but stressed the
need for structural reforms in port and energy
infrastructure, as well as addressing skill gaps. He
expressed hope for expedited reforms to address
these challenges.

Brand representatives praised the unique opportunity
to engage directly with the government at a ministerial
level. They raised concerns about weak brand
protection, restrictive credit facilities for imports, and
the absence of a dedicated green energy strategy,
urging the government to prioritize these areas. They
voiced support for the government’s labour standards
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agenda and dismissed claims that pricing policies
hinder wage improvements. [The Daily Star]

Bangladesh: Dengue claims five more lives
as total cases near 95,000

(Im) Five more people have died of dengue in the last
24 hours, bringing the total death toll to 514 this year,
according to the Directorate General of Health Services
(DGHS). During the same period, 570 new cases were
reported, raising the total number of dengue cases in
2024 to 94,884, with 57,016 cases recorded outside
Dhaka.

Currently, 2,369 dengue patients are undergoing
treatment nationwide, including 1,411 from outside
Dhaka. To date, 92,001 patients have recovered, with
55,417 recoveries reported outside the capital. [The
Daily Star]

Bangladesh: Experts call for reducing
import dependency to ensure energy
security

(Im) At a seminar on "Predictable Energy Pricing and
Supply Stability," experts highlighted the need to
reduce Bangladesh's reliance on fuel imports to
strengthen energy security. Proposed solutions
included increasing local gas exploration, transitioning
from furnace oil-based to renewable energy plants,
upgrading the national grid, and implementing
metered gas connections.

Rising power generation costs were attributed to
factors like currency devaluation, high inflation, system
inefficiencies, and overdependence on imported fuel.
Low utilization of existing power capacity, coupled with
capacity charges, further inflated costs. Experts
emphasized the benefits of renegotiating high-cost
energy deals and diversifying energy sources.

Bangladesh annually allocates approximately USD 2.53
billion in subsidies to the power sector and USD 1.58
billion to the gas sector. Upcoming renewable energy
projects aim to address these challenges. Industry-
specific recommendations included adopting rooftop
solar panels and waste-to-energy solutions to mitigate
energy shortfalls. [The Daily Star]
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Bangladesh: CAB demands trial of ‘energy
criminals’ and opposes Energy Charter
Treaty

(Im) The Consumers Association of Bangladesh (CAB)
has called for the trial of individuals allegedly
responsible for mismanagement and corruption in the
energy sector from 2009 to 2024. At a Dhaka dialogue,
CAB accused former Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina and
other officials of facilitating wealth loss through
questionable energy deals and demanded trials under
the Consumers Protection Act and the BERC Act of
2003.

CAB urged the government not to sign the Energy
Charter Treaty, an international agreement aimed at
protecting foreign investments in the energy sector
and facilitating cross-border energy trade. Critics argue
the ECT allows corporations to sue governments over
policy changes that impact profits, undermining
national sovereignty and climate goals. They
emphasized the need for a clear roadmap for
renewable energy, framing energy as a public service
rather than a commercial commodity. CAB also urged
political parties to include energy reforms in their
election plans. [The Daily Star]

Bangladesh: Farmers struggle with
fertiliser shortages and failed
government-distributed onion seeds

(Im) Farmers in Bangladesh are facing dual crises
affecting their livelihoods. In Lalmonirhat, a severe
fertiliser shortage has disrupted the Rabi season, with
government-fixed prices for fertilisers being ignored in
the face of hoarding and inflated rates. Meanwhile, in
Rajbari and Faridpur, around 9,200 onion farmers are
reeling from the failure of government-distributed
onion seeds to germinate, jeopardizing onion
production in these major producing districts.

In Lalmonirhat, fertilisers such as DAP, TSP, MOP, and
Urea, priced at BDT 1,050 (USD 8.30), BDT 1,350 (USD
10.67), BDT 1,000 (USD 7.91), and BDT 1,350 (USD
10.67) per 50-kilogram sack, are being sold at BDT 200-
300 (USD 1.58-2.37) above government rates due to
hoarding and inadequate allocations. Farmers are
unable to secure necessary supplies, halting cultivation
of crops like maize and tobacco. Authorities have
promised additional allocations and measures to curb
malpractice by early December. [The Daily Star 1]
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Simultaneously, in Rajbari and Faridpur, government-
distributed onion seeds, meant to boost production,
have shown an alarmingly low germination rate of just
five to ten percent. Farmers who sowed these seeds on
vast areas of land found them largely ineffective, while
seeds purchased independently from the market
performed well. The Bangladesh Agricultural
Development Corporation (BADC), which provided the
seeds, has faced criticism for quality issues, and an
inquiry has been launched to identify the causes and
recommend compensation for affected farmers. [The
Daily Star 2]

Bangladesh: Rezanur Rahman appointed
as Petrobangla chairman

(Im) Md Rezanur Rahman, additional secretary of the
Power Division, has been appointed as the new
chairman of Petrobangla, the state-owned oil, gas, and
mineral corporation. Rezanur Rahman, a 17th-batch
officer of the Bangladesh Civil Service (administration)
cadre, previously served as the director general of the
Anti-Corruption Commission before his role in the
Power Division. His predecessor, Zanendra Nath
Sarker, has been reassigned as chairman of the
Bangladesh Rubber Board. [The Daily Star]

Bangladesh: Institutional reform and
improved law and order vital for recovery,
says AmCham president

(Im) Syed Ershad Ahmed, president of the American
Chamber of Commerce in Bangladesh (AmCham), has
emphasized the urgent need for institutional reform
and improved law and order to rebuild Bangladesh's
global reputation and attract foreign investment. In an
interview, he highlighted how political instability and
corruption over the past decade under the Awami
League government have weakened institutions and
tarnished the country's image.

Ahmed criticized the previous government for
politicizing key institutions, including the Public Service
Commission, Election Commission, National Board of
Revenue, and Bangladesh Bank, which undermined
governance and accountability. The Anti-Corruption
Commission and Bangladesh Bank, tasked with
preventing corruption and money laundering, failed to
fulfill their roles, allowing these issues to flourish
unchecked.
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The politicization extended to business-support
institutions like ports, damaging the overall business
ecosystem and discouraging foreign direct investment
(FDI). Despite claims of political stability and economic
growth, Bangladesh received only USD 5.86 billion in
net FDI between fiscal years 2019-20 and 2022-23, a
figure that Ahmed termed "disappointing.”

Ahmed stressed the importance of independent and
impartial leadership in all institutions to ensure
transparency, fair recruitment, and a sustainable
business environment. He lauded the interim
government’s reform initiatives but called for deeper
structural changes to address systemic cronyism and
the politicization of business organizations.

He also criticized the trend of businesspeople
dominating politics, noting that two-thirds of the
lawmakers elected in the 12th parliamentary election
were businesspeople. Ahmed argued that politicians
should prioritize serving the public over expanding
personal wealth and that business leaders who enter
politics should step back from direct involvement in
their enterprises, as is the practice in countries like the
United States.

Ahmed concluded by advocating for a return to politics
focused on public service rather than personal or
financial gains, stating that only through institutional
reform and a shift in political culture can Bangladesh
foster sustainable economic growth and restore trust
among international partners. [The Daily Star]

Bangladesh: Goverment allows private
sector to import rice

(vk) The Bangladesh government has authorized the
private sector to import a total of 392,000 metric tons
of rice within this month to help maintain stable rice
prices in the retail market across the country. Ninety-
two private rice importers have already received
government approval to bring in the rice, which
consists of 273,000 metric tons of boiled rice and
119,000 metric tons of non-boiled ‘Atap’ rice.

This marks the fourth time the Food Ministry has
granted permission to 277 private sector companies to
import rice. The approved rice must be supplied to
retail markets by December 22. [BSS News]
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Bangladesh: Inflation rises to four-month
high despite government measures

(Im) Bangladesh's inflation reached a four-month high
of 11.38 percent in November, driven by soaring food
prices, which climbed to 13.80 percent from 12.66
percent in October. Urban food inflation stood at 14.63
percent, while rural areas recorded 13.41 percent.
Non-food inflation rose slightly to 9.39 percent from
9.34 percent, according to the Bangladesh Bureau of
Statistics.

Despite government efforts, including easing import
taxes on essential commodities and tightening
monetary policy under the new Bangladesh Bank
governor, inflation remains persistent. The central
bank has raised the key policy rate to 10 percent, but
structural issues and recent liquidity injections into
distressed banks have diluted the effects of
contractionary policies. The Bangladesh Bank provided
approximately USD 1.77 billion in liquidity support to
six banks, fueling money creation and inflationary
pressure.

Economists argue that monetary tightening alone
cannot curb inflation, which requires a multi-pronged
approach. Recommendations include improved market
management, stricter policing of supply chain
extortion, and preventing collusion in wholesale
markets. They also suggest forming a coordinated
platform among the Bangladesh Bank, National Board
of Revenue, commerce ministry, and Bangladesh
Competition Commission to address inflation through
comprehensive fiscal and market reforms.

While the International Monetary Fund has suggested
further policy rate hikes if inflation persists, experts
stress the need for systemic reforms to achieve
sustainable economic stability. [The Daily Star]

Bangladesh: Two killed, 10 injured in
Awami League factional clashes

(Im) Two people were killed, and ten others were
injured during clashes between rival Awami League
factions over local dominance in the Raipura local
district (upazila) of Narsingdi. The violence escalated
following disputes, leading to fatal attacks and injuries
caused by sharp weapons and bullets.

No formal complaints have been filed, and police have
sought army assistance to maintain order and prevent
further clashes. [The Daily Star]
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Bangladesh: BTRC withdraws bandwidth
transit plan with India over strategic
concerns

(Im) The Bangladesh Telecommunication Regulatory
Commission (BTRC) has abandoned a proposed plan to
allow Bangladesh to serve as a transit point for
internet bandwidth supply to India’s northeastern
states, citing risks to the country's potential as a
regional internet hub. The plan, initiated by Summit
Communications and Fiber@Home, would have
provided bandwidth from Singapore through
Bangladesh to India’s Seven Sisters region.

BTRC Chairman Md Emdad ul Bari confirmed the
decision, stating that existing guidelines do not permit
such transit arrangements. The regulator expressed
concerns that the arrangement would strengthen
India’s position as an internet hub, undermine
Bangladesh’s prospects of hosting key content delivery
networks (CDNs) such as Meta, Google, and Amazon,
and hinder its potential to serve Myanmar and
northwestern China.

Critics, including internet governance experts, warned
that the arrangement could reduce Bangladesh to a
mere transit point, offering limited financial benefits
while enabling Indian telecom operators to dominate
the region’s internet market. Although proponents
argued the deal could generate foreign currency and
profits for local operators, concerns about lost revenue
due to potential service exchanges with Indian
providers played a role in the decision. [The Daily Star]

Bangladesh: 11 gold bars recovered at
Sylhet Osmani international airport

(asa) Customs officials at Sylhet Osmani International
Airport recovered 11 gold bars, weighing a total of
1.283 kilograms, on December 4. Authorities estimate
the market value of the recovered gold at
approximately BDT 11.6 million (USD 97,400).
Investigations are ongoing to identify those behind the
smuggling attempt. [Bangla News24]

Bangladesh: Deepfake videos exploit
public figures in Facebook gambling ads


https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-svyktt-l-ml/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-svyktt-l-mr/

(Im) Deepfake videos and manipulated content are
being used in gambling advertisements targeting
Bangladeshi users on Facebook. These ads falsely
depict prominent figures like Chief Adviser Muhammad
Yunus endorsing gambling apps, leveraging Al-
generated deepfake videos and fabricated TV news
reports to mislead viewers.

Since September, nine deepfake videos have appeared
in over 140 ads, some falsely claiming Yunus legalized
online casinos or allocated funds for disaster relief
through gambling revenues. Fake news reports
mimicking respected outlets like Somoy TV and
Channel 24 have furthered the deception,
manipulating footage and logos to lend credibility to
these scams.

Despite Facebook’s policies against gambling ads
targeting Bangladeshi users and the local High Court'’s
ban on such advertisements, Meta's ad review system
has failed to detect these violations. Many ads
disappear quickly after running, evading scrutiny and
accountability. [The Daily Star 1]

In response, Yunus met with Miranda Sissons, Meta’s
director for human rights policy, urging the company
to take stronger action against disinformation,
particularly related to the July-August uprising. Yunus
also suggested that Meta could help foster youth
entrepreneurship in Bangladesh. Sissons assured
Yunus of Meta's commitment to preventing platform
misuse. [The Daily Star 2][LM1]

Bhutan: USD 7.2 million located to
enhance public service delivery

(Im) The Bhutanese government has committed BTN

600 million (USD 7.2 million) under the 13t Five-Year-
Plan to improve public service delivery, with BTN 77
million (USD 924,000) specifically allocated for
community service centers (CSCs).

Prime Minister Tshering Tobgay informed the National
Assembly that CSCs have been transferred to local
governments to refocus their operations on citizen-
centric Government-to-Citizen (G2C) services. This shift
follows challenges such as unstaffed centers, outdated
equipment, and suspended banking services, which
previously diverted focus from public service delivery.
Banking services have now been excluded from CSCs'
scope, allowing them to concentrate on G2C functions.

Currently, 183 of 203 CSCs are operational, with 23
centers vacant. To address staffing issues, a working
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group is developing a comprehensive proposal, and
training modules for frontline officials are underway.
Additionally, a public service blueprint is being
developed in collaboration with the GovTech Agency to
streamline service delivery frameworks and processes.

The government aims to achieve a public satisfaction
rating of 4.5 out of 5 by the end of the 13th Five-Year-
Plan, reinforcing its commitment to efficient, inclusive
grassroots services. [Kuensel]

Bhutan: Opposition questions USD 1.15
million airfare subsidy

(Im) Bhutan's government introduced a BTN 96 million
(USD 1.15 million) airfare subsidy for Sustainable
Development Fee (SDF)-paying tourists, who contribute
a daily levy to support Bhutan's environmental and
cultural preservation. The subsidy aims to boost off-
season arrivals, reducing fares by an average of 28
percent, with round trips from Paro to Bangkok
dropping from BTN 77,331 (USD 926.68) to BTN 55,678
(USD 667.20).

The Opposition criticized the scheme, arguing it lacks
sufficient impact and budget allocation, potentially
breaching the Public Finance Act. Finance Minister
Lekey Dorji defended the plan, citing a fiscal surplus
and projected benefits, including increased tourist
arrivals from 7,213 last year to 9,600, enhanced GDP,
and employment growth. Tour operators anticipate a
15 percent rise in tourist numbers next year. [Kuensel]

Bhutan: Samtse court acquits police
officer in sexual abuse case

(Im) The Samtse District Court acquitted the former
Officer-in-Charge of Gomtu Police Station of rape and
aiding child molestation charges due to insufficient
evidence, though he was sentenced to three months in
prison, or a fine of BTN 10,750 (USD 129), for serving
alcohol to a minor. Following the acquittal, the officer
is expected to be reinstated.

Other individuals involved in the June 2023 incident,
involving multiple instances of abuse against four
schoolgirls, faced harsher penalties. Sentences ranged
from three months to nine years for crimes including
rape, child molestation, and attempted rape. Appeals
by two defendants were rejected by the High Court,
which upheld the initial verdicts. [Kuensel]
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Bhutan: BICMA enforces content
regulations on social media platforms

(Im) The Bhutan InfoComm and Media Authority
(BICMA) has intensified its efforts to regulate social
media content, targeting violations related to the
promotion of alcohol, tobacco, and other harmful
substances. Recent actions include the removal of a
music video that glamorized smoking and advertised a
cigarette brand, contravening the Tobacco Control
(Amendment) Act 2021 and BICMA regulations.

BICMA reiterated its strict stance, requiring violators to
immediately remove such content and warning of
sanctions for non-compliance. The Tobacco Control
(Amendment) Act 2021 prohibits the advertisement,
sale, and distribution of tobacco products and bans
promotional events encouraging tobacco use.
Penalties for violations include fines starting at BTN
35,000 (USD 420). [Kuensel]

Bhutan: Rising autism cases spark
concern, highlight need for action

(Im) The National Disability Conference in Thimphu
highlighted a surge in Autism Spectrum Disorder (ASD)
cases in Bhutan, with over 200 instances of "virtual
autism" linked to excessive screen time reported at the
National Referral Hospital by March. Virtual autism
mimics ASD symptoms like social withdrawal and
developmental delays in children under five.

ASD, a neurodevelopmental disorder affecting
communication and social interaction, typically
appears before age three and is more common in
boys. While factors like genetics and environmental
exposure are linked to ASD, awareness among
educators and parents remains low, according to
research by Kamji Central School's Dawa Drukpa.
[Kuensel]

Bhutan: Economy projected to grow over 7
percent in 2024-25

(Im) Bhutan's economy is forecasted to grow by 7.2
percent in the 2024-25 fiscal year, driven by robust
performance in exports, construction, services, and the
commissioning of the Puna Il Hydropower Project,
according to the World Bank. This marks a significant
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improvement from the 5.3 percent growth recorded in
2023-24, as the country continues its steady recovery
post-pandemic.

Gross international reserves increased to USD 624
million, bolstered by reduced crypto-related IT imports
and a gradual rebound in tourism. The agriculture
sector expanded by 3.4 percent in 2023-24, while
growth in mining and manufacturing offset
contractions in hydropower output. Recovery in
tourism and trade services further contributed to the
economic upturn, alongside increased consumer
spending and non-hydro exports.

Despite these achievements, challenges persist. The
Bhutan Living Standards Survey 2022 reported 12.4
percent of the population living below the national
poverty line. Foreign remittances remain vital,
preventing an estimated 3 percent of the population
from falling into poverty.

The fiscal deficit narrowed to 0.8 percent of GDP, down
from 4.7 percent the previous year, thanks to higher
revenue (26.4 percent of GDP) and reduced
expenditures (27.2 percent). However, Bhutan's tax
revenue, at just 13 to 14 percent of GDP, lags behind
global benchmarks. Youth unemployment remains a
critical issue at 16.5 percent, contributing to significant
out-migration, with 9 percent of Bhutan's population
now residing abroad.

The World Bank highlighted that economic
diversification and private sector growth are essential
for long-term sustainability. Initiatives like Gelephu
Mindfulness City and value-added agricultural activities
are seen as critical to creating jobs and enhancing
living standards. Enhanced access to finance for
private businesses and effective management of
hydropower revenues are also key to fostering growth.

Potential risks to this optimistic outlook include delays
in major projects, geopolitical uncertainties, and rising
global commodity prices. Addressing these challenges
will be crucial to sustaining Bhutan's economic
momentum. [Kuensel]

Bhutan: Exports grow by over 13 percent,
reaching USD 561.6 million

(Im) Bhutan's export earnings increased by over 13
percent as of September 2024, totaling BTN 46.8 billion
(USD 561.6 million), a rise of BTN 5.32 billion (USD 63.8
million) compared to the same period last year. This
growth is expected to surpass pre-pandemic levels.
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India remains Bhutan's largest trading partner,
accounting for 80 percent of exports, valued at BTN
37.38 billion (USD 448.5 million). Exports to other
markets, including Bangladesh, Italy, Nepal, and China,
constituted the remaining 20 percent.

Electricity exports to India, Bhutan's primary export,
rose by 5.3 percent to BTN 15.25 billion (USD 183
million). While ferrosilicon exports, the second-largest
revenue source, declined from BTN 13.77 billion (USD
165.2 million) to BTN 11.07 billion (USD 132.8 million),
boulder exports grew to BTN 2.5 billion (USD 30
million). Dolomite exports decreased from BTN 2.68
billion (USD 32.2 million) to BTN 1.9 billion (USD 22.8
million).

Exports to Bangladesh, Bhutan's top trading partner
outside India, reached BTN 4.43 billion (USD 53.2
million), comprising products like boulders, mandarin
oranges, apples, cardamom, green tea, and fruit juices.
Other exports included ferrosilicon to Italy, gypsum
and incense to Nepal, and handicrafts and incense to
China.

Despite these gains, Bhutan's integration into regional
and global markets remains constrained. Challenges
include high logistics costs, unreliable utilities, limited
trade routes, and non-tariff barriers. Bhutan's logistics
performance ranked second-lowest in South Asia in
2022.

To enhance trade, the government is working to
strengthen bilateral and multilateral relations, develop
export infrastructure, and promote Bhutanese
products internationally. Proposed measures include
establishing regional sales outlets, improving port
facilities, launching regular cargo flights, and creating
cold storage and auction facilities in dzongkhags.
These efforts aim to diversify Bhutan’s markets and
bolster export competitiveness. [Kuensel]

Bhutan: Government prioritizes fertilizer
imports over domestic production

(Im) Bhutan's government has decided to rely on
fertilizer imports rather than establishing a domestic
production facility, given the country's relatively low
annual requirement of 2,500 metric tons. Agriculture
and Livestock Minister Younten Phuntsho announced
this approach, citing cost efficiency and ongoing
discussions with Brahmaputra Valley Fertilizer
Corporation Limited (BVFCL) in India to formalize
fertilizer supply agreements.
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The National Seed Centre (NSC) is finalizing an
agreement with BVFCL, which was also discussed
during the India-Bhutan Commerce Secretary-level
meeting in September. The plan aims to curb illegal
imports and stabilize prices while addressing
environmental and public health concerns.

The National Assembly debated additional subsidy
mechanisms and cost-sharing policies to support
farmers. Currently, transportation subsidies
standardize fertilizer costs nationwide. Donor-
supported projects follow an 80:20 cost-sharing ratio,
while government programs require a 60:40 split
under the 2019 Cost-Sharing Mechanism Policy.

The Ministry of Agriculture and Livestock (MoAL) has
allocated BTN 10.23 billion (USD 122.76 million) for
renewable natural resources in the 2024-25 fiscal year.
The sector's contribution to GDP is projected to grow
from BTN 36.48 billion (USD 437.76 million) in 2023 to
BTN 58.68 billion (USD 704.16 million) by 2029, with a
target growth rate of 8.3 percent during the 13th Five-
Year Plan.

Plans include increasing high-value fruit production
from 37,997 metric tons (MT) in 2023 to 73,862 MT in
2024-25 and 104,024 MT by 2029, as part of the million
fruit tree project. The ministry also aims to establish
four agricultural food hubs in Paro, Sarpang, Mongar,
and Wangdue to boost commercialization and high-
tech farming. Additionally, BTN 343.7 million (USD 4.12
million) has been allocated for irrigation projects in
2024-25, with 83 schemes planned by 2029.

These initiatives align with the government's goals to
enhance food security, increase agriculture's GDP
contribution to BTN 50 billion (USD 600 million) by the
end of the 13th Five-Year-Plan, and create 125,160 jobs
in the sector, which currently employs 43.5 percent of
the population. [Kuensel]

Bhutan: Finance minister opposes vehicle
quota system

(Im) Finance Minister Lekey Doriji has opposed
reinstating Bhutan's old vehicle quota system, citing its
potential to distort vehicle imports and the
government's commitment to fiscal discipline.
Speaking at a Meet-the-Press event, the minister
emphasized that the 2022 Pay Structure Reform Act,
which removed duty-free allowances for vehicles,
aimed to reduce salary disparities and create a more
balanced vehicle market.
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Lyonpo Dorji explained that the vehicle quota system,
introduced in the 1980s to facilitate public servants'’
mobility amid limited public transportation, is now
outdated. Previously, civil servants at P3 level and
above were entitled to import vehicles exempted from
customs duty and sales tax, capped at BTN 800,000
(USD 9,600) every seven years. Parliament members
also received a one-time quota per term, with a ceiling
of 3,000cc or a lump-sum allowance of BTN 1 million
(USD 12,000).

The National Assembly recently passed a motion to
amend the 2022 Pay Structure Reform Act, prompting
the government to undertake a comprehensive review
during the upcoming summer parliamentary session.
The health minister, Tandin Wangchuk, acknowledged
MPs' concerns over vehicle quotas but noted that any
revisions must align with majority parliamentary
decisions and ensure legislative consistency.

The Parliamentary Entitlements (Amendment) Bill
2024, addressing MPs’ vehicle quotas and benefits, has
been deferred to allow for thorough consultations.
[Kuensel]

Bhutan: Government prioritizes youth
empowerment and private sector growth
to address skills mismatch

(Im) The Ministry of Industry, Commerce, and
Employment (MolCE) is intensifying efforts to tackle
youth unemployment and foster private sector growth
by addressing the mismatch between job market
demands and available skills. Lyonpo Namgyal Dorji
emphasized these priorities during the tenth Meet-
The-Press session, highlighting initiatives aimed at
creating a more dynamic and inclusive economy.

Key programs, such as Entrepreneurship Development
Training, Basic and Advanced Entrepreneurship
Courses, and Technology Entrepreneurship
Programmes, are being implemented to equip youth
with market-relevant skills. The Bhutan Labour Market
Information System (BLMIS) is also providing real-time
data to better align education with employment needs.

The government is promoting entrepreneurship as an
alternative to traditional civil service careers,
integrating entrepreneurial education into school
curricula, and supporting startups through initiatives
like the Youth Employment and Livelihood Programme,
startup centres, Business Incubation Units, and
Fablabs in rural areas. Financial assistance, including
seed funding and venture capital under the Economic
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Stimulus Plan, is helping reduce barriers for new
businesses.

To bridge urban-rural divides and ensure gender
inclusivity, the ministry is encouraging rural
entrepreneurship and tailoring programmes to
support underrepresented groups. Initiatives like the
Greater Bhutan Innovation Corridor (GBIC) are
fostering tech startups and SMEs through seed
accelerators and angel investing. [Kuensel]

India: Supreme Court to hear challenges
to Places of Worship Act on December 12

(Im) The Supreme Court of India, led by the Chief
Justice, is set to hear on December 12 petitions
challenging the constitutional validity of the Places of
Worship (Special Provisions) Act, 1991. This law
mandates that the religious character of places of
worship must remain unchanged as they were on
August 15, 1947, with exceptions for disputes that
were already under litigation, such as the Ayodhya
case.

The Act, introduced during the Ram temple movement,
sought to address contentious issues surrounding sites
like the Kashi Vishwanath-Gyanvapi mosque complex
in Varanasi and the Krishna Janmabhoomi-Shahi Idgah
mosque complex in Mathura. Petitioners argue that
the Act violates judicial review—a fundamental
constitutional principle—and secularism. Hindu
groups, in particular, have called for its repeal, but the
Indian government has yet to issue a stance on the
matter, despite being notified about the issue three
years ago. [The Indian Express 1]

Opponents of the petitions, including the management
of the Gyanvapi mosque, warn of the potential for
communal discord if the Act is struck down. They point
to recent violence in Sambhal, Uttar Pradesh, where a
court-ordered survey of a mosque led to deadly
clashes, as evidence of the risks posed by such
challenges. [The Indian Express 2]

Former Supreme Court judge Rohinton Nariman has
expressed concern over the rising number of lawsuits
seeking surveys of religious sites. In a recent lecture,
Justice Nariman cautioned that such lawsuits threaten
communal harmony and violate the secular principles
enshrined in the Constitution. He emphasized that the
Places of Worship Act is crucial for maintaining the
religious status quo and preventing attempts to
resolve historical grievances through legal or
extrajudicial means. Nariman further noted that the


https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-svyktt-l-cj/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-svyktt-l-ct/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-svyktt-l-ci/

Supreme Court's 2019 Ayodhya verdict had upheld the
Act, recognizing its role in preserving communal
harmony and the rule of law. [The Indian Express 3]

India: Opposition submits notice for
moving no-confidence motion against
Vice-President Jagdeep Dhankhar

(Im) On December 10, opposition parties submitted a
notice to move a no-confidence motion against Vice-
President Jagdeep Dhankhar, accusing him of
conducting the the upper house of parliament, the
Rajya Sabha, in a partisan manner. The notice, signed
by about 60 opposition MPs, was submitted by main
opposition Indian National Congress (INC) leaders
Jairam Ramesh and Naseer Hussain to Rajya Sabha
Secretary-General P.C. Mody.

The motion, led by the INC, comes amid growing
tensions between the opposition and the Rajya Sabha
Chairman, particularly following Dhankhar's handling
of parliamentary proceedings. While several opposition
leaders, including those from the INC, RJD, TMC, CPI,
CPI-M, JMM, AAP, and DMK, signed the notice,
prominent INC figures such as President Mallikarjun
Kharge and Parliamentary Party Chairperson Sonia
Gandhi were notably absent from the list of
signatories.

The motion is driven by frustrations over Dhankhar's
management of the Rajya Sabha, including allowing
members of the Treasury Benches to raise contentious
issues, such as the Cong-Soros link. The opposition
alleges that Dhankhar's actions have undermined
parliamentary democracy.

Under Article 67(b) of the Indian Constitution, a Vice-
President may be removed by a resolution passed by a
majority in the Rajya Sabha, provided the House of the
People (Lok Sabha) agrees. The notice requires a 14-
day period before the motion can be moved, and it
must be supported by a majority of all Rajya Sabha
members.

Though the opposition lacks the numbers to succeed
in the motion, it views the motion as a symbolic effort
to protect parliamentary democracy. TMC MP Sagarika
Ghose emphasized that the motion is not against any
individual but a fight for the institution of Parliament.
[The Hindu]
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India: Government’s responses to Canada,
US allegations questioned by House panel

(Im) The Parliamentary Standing Committee on
External Affairs scrutinized India’s differing responses
to allegations by Canada and the United States during
a meeting on December 4. Members raised concerns
over the sharp rebuttal to Canadian Prime Minister
Justin Trudeau'’s claim of Indian involvement in the
killing of Khalistan separatist Hardeep Singh Nijjar,
contrasted with a subdued reaction to US allegations
of a plot to assassinate separatist Gurpatwant Singh
Pannun.

Foreign Secretary Vikram Misri informed the panel that
Canada has not provided evidence to support its
allegations, which India has dismissed as “absurd” and
“motivated.” On the US front, Misri said a high-level
committee is investigating claims involving Indian
national Nikhil Gupta, who was extradited to the US in
June over his alleged involvement in the Pannun case.

Concerns were also raised about the safety of the
Indian diaspora and students in Canada amid the
ongoing diplomatic tensions. Additionally, Misri
updated the panel on progress in the India-China
disengagement process in Ladakh and echoed points
made by External Affairs Minister S. Jaishankar in
Parliament. Some members requested an early
briefing on the political situation in Bangladesh,
following concerns over attacks on minorities after the
ouster of Sheikh Hasina's government. [The Indian
Express]

National Conference dismisses rift with L-
G, calls for ending 'dual power system’

(Im) The National Conference (NC), a major political
party in India's Jammu and Kashmir union territory,
dismissed claims of a rift between the Omar Abdullah-
led government and Lieutenant Governor Manoj Sinha.
The party attributed such reports to attempts to create
discord but stressed the need to end the "dual power
system," emphasizing that statehood restoration is
essential to resolve issues arising from overlapping
administrative authorities.

The NC, which has historically championed Jammu and
Kashmir's autonomy, secured a significant victory in
the 2024 elections, marking the return of democratic
governance in the region after five years of Lieutenant
Governor rule. The elections followed the abrogation
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of Jammu and Kashmir's special status and its
reorganization into a union territory in 2019.

The NC highlighted the positive relationship between
the government and the Raj Bhawan but reiterated
that administrative responsibilities such as officer
transfers and Advocate General appointments should
rest with the elected government, not the Lieutenant
Governor. Speculations of a rift reportedly emerged
after the new government sought clarity on business
rules during its first assembly session in November.

The J&K Reorganisation Act, 2019, permits the
Lieutenant Governor to define rules for the allocation
of business on the advice of the Council of Ministers.
The NC also echoed Chief Minister Omar Abdullah's
caution to bureaucrats to respect the elected
government's authority, emphasizing that statehood is
expected to be restored in the future. [The Indian
Express]

India: Judicial inquiry into Manipur
violence extended until May 2025

(Im) The Indian government has extended the deadline
for the judicial inquiry into the ongoing violence in
Manipur, requesting the three-member commission to
submit its report by May 20, 2025. The commission, led
by retired Gauhati High Court Chief Justice Ajai Lama
and including retired IAS Himanshu Shekhar and IPS
Aloka Prabhakar, was established on June 4, 2023,
under the Commissions of Inquiry Act, 1952.

The inquiry commission was established to investigate
the violence that began on May 3, 2023, during a tribal
solidarity march protesting the demand for Scheduled
Tribe (ST) status by the Meitei community. The conflict
escalated into widespread clashes between the Meitei
majority in the Imphal Valley and tribal communities,
particularly the Kukis, in the hill districts. Rooted in
longstanding ethnic tensions, the violence resulted in
arson, killings, and the displacement of thousands,
straining communal relations in the region. The
commission is examining the causes of the violence, its
spread, and any lapses by state authorities. [The Indian
Express]

India: Justice Manmohan sworn in as
Supreme Court judge
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(Im) Justice Manmohan, former Chief Justice of the
Delhi High Court, was sworn in as a judge of the
Supreme Court, bringing its working strength to 33
against a sanctioned strength of 34.

Justice Manmohan, whose elevation was
recommended by the Supreme Court Collegium on
November 28 and approved by the Centre on
December 3, has a distinguished legal career. An
alumnus of Hindu College and Campus Law Centre,
Delhi University, he practiced in the Supreme Court
and Delhi High Court, handling various civil, criminal,
constitutional, and arbitration matters. Designated a
senior advocate in 2003, he was appointed as a Delhi
High Court judge in 2008 and later served as its Chief
Justice from September 2024. [The Indian Express]

India: Supreme Court seeks CBI's response
on bail plea of AgustaWestland scam
accused

(Im) India’s Supreme Court has asked the Central
Bureau of Investigation (CBI) to respond within four
weeks to the bail plea of Christian Michel James, a
British national and alleged middleman in the
AgustaWestland VVIP chopper scam. Michel, extradited
from the United Arab Emirates in 2018 to face trial,
approached the Supreme Court after the Delhi High
Court denied him bail in September 2024.

The case revolves around a 2010 contract awarded to
AgustaWestland International Ltd. for the supply of 12
VVIP helicopters, valued at EUR 556.262 million
(approximately USD 44.72 million). Investigators allege
that former Air Chief Marshal S.P. Tyagi approved
lowering the helicopters' altitude ceiling requirement,
allowing AgustaWestland, initially disqualified in 2002,
to re-enter the bidding process.

The CBI contends that Michel acted as a middleman,
using confidential procurement information to benefit
AgustaWestland and facilitate bribes to officials,
politicians, and bureaucrats in India. These bribes
reportedly influenced the contract's awarding,
implicating several high-profile individuals in the
corruption scandal. [The Indian Express]

India: Supreme Court grants bail to eight
PAC officers convicted in Hashimpura
massacre
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(Im) The Supreme Court of India has granted bail to
eight former Provincial Armed Constabulary (PAC)
officers convicted in the 1987 Hashimpura massacre.
The convicts, part of a group of 16, had their acquittals
by a trial court reversed by the Delhi High Court in
2018. The court cited their prolonged incarceration
and exemplary conduct during the trial and appeal
process.

The massacre occurred during communal riots in
Meerut, Uttar Pradesh, on May 22, 1987, when PAC
personnel allegedly detained 42-45 Muslim men, shot
them, and disposed of the bodies in the Gang Nahar
and Hindon canal. Of the victims, 38 were killed, and
only 11 bodies were later identified by relatives.

The Crime Branch of the Uttar Pradesh CID
investigated the case, filing chargesheets in 1996. The
trial, initially conducted in Ghaziabad, was transferred
to Delhi by Supreme Court orders. While the trial court
acquitted the 16 surviving accused in 2015, the Delhi
High Court later convicted them, sentencing them to
life imprisonment for criminal conspiracy, kidnapping,
murder, and destruction of evidence. The Supreme
Court's decision to grant bail comes as the convicts
challenge their sentences. [The Indian Express]

India: Assam expands beef consumption
ban amid rising communal tensions

(Im) India's northeastern state of Assam has imposed a
blanket ban on public beef consumption, including in
restaurants and community events, expanding the
Assam Cattle Preservation Act, 2021. The law already
restricted the sale and purchase of beef in areas near
temples or predominantly inhabited by Hindu, Jain,
and Sikh communities. Chief Minister Himanta Biswa
Sarma announced the decision after a Cabinet
meeting, framing it as a response to comments by
opposition Indian National Congress (INC) leaders
accusing the Hindu-nationalist Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP) of Prime Minister Modi of using beef to attract
voters in a recent by-election. Critics, however, view
the move as a political maneuver aimed at
consolidating Hindu nationalist support ahead of
elections. [BBC 1] [The Indian Express]

Meanwhile, communal tensions flared in Uttar
Pradesh's Moradabad city when Hindu residents of a
posh housing colony protested against a Muslim
couple who had purchased a home there. Residents
demanded the sale be revoked, citing religious reasons
and proximity to a local temple. The Muslim couple,
both doctors, were forced to resell the property to a
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Hindu family after intense public backlash, despite no
legal barriers to the transaction. [BBC 2]

These events highlight the increasing challenges faced
by India's Muslim minority under the current
sociopolitical climate. The Assam beef ban
disproportionately impacts communities for whom
beef is a staple, including Muslims and Christians, who
make up 34 and 3.7 percent of Assam's population,
respectively. Similarly, the Moradabad incident
underscores systemic housing discrimination that
prevents Muslims from living in Hindu-majority
neighborhoods, an issue long prevalent in Indian cities.

India: Uttar Pradesh bans strikes across
all departments for six months

(Im) The Uttar Pradesh government, led by Chief
Minister Yogi Adityanath, has imposed a six-month ban
on strikes and demonstrations across its departments,
corporations, and local authorities under the Uttar
Pradesh Essential Services Maintenance Act (ESMA).
This measure aims to ensure uninterrupted public
services ahead of significant upcoming events,
including a grand Kumbh and other state programs.

However, the opposition Samajwadi Party (SP)
criticized the move as "undemocratic." [The Indian
Express]

India: Farmers' protests intensify, Gujarat
advances in digital agriculture, and
Punjab's agrarian crisis highlighted

(Im) Farmers across India continue to push for justice
as protests and agrarian reforms dominate the
national agenda. Tensions rise in Punjab and Haryana,
while Gujarat emerges as a leader in digital agriculture
initiatives.

Farmers resume march to Delhi amid tear gas and
demands for MSP law

Protesting farmers, led by Punjab's Sarwan Singh
Pandher, resumed their march to Delhi after clashes at
the Punjab-Haryana border. Demands include legal
guarantees for Minimum Support Price (MSP), debt
waivers, and compensation for families of deceased
farmers.
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Clashes erupted when Haryana police used tear gas
and barricades to stop 101 farmers at the Shambhu
border. Sixteen farmers were injured, and Haryana
imposed internet shutdowns in Ambala, citing safety
concerns. Farmer leaders accused the central
government of neglect, with Pandher stating, "The
Narendra Modi government is in no mood to hold
talks."

Despite heightened tensions, farmers vow to march
peacefully. Jagjit Singh Dallewal continues his fast unto
death at the Khanauri border, emphasizing their
determination. [The Indian Express 1]

AAP blames Center for Punjab's agrarian crisis

In Parliament, the Aam Aadmi Party (AAP) has accused
the central government of disrupting Punjab’s agrarian
ecosystem. Key issues included unemptied Food
Corporation of India (FCI) godowns, impacting
procurement and delaying planting cycles. Arhtiyas
and rice millers faced losses due to reduced
commissions and unlifted stocks of over 200,000
metric tons of rice. [The Indian Express 2]

Gujarat leads in farmer ID generation, set to receive
Central incentives

In a rare positive development, Gujarat became the
first state to achieve 25 percent of its Farmer ID target
under the Digital Agriculture Mission. By generating
1.747 million IDs, Gujarat is set to receive financial
incentives from the Centre's Scheme for Special
Assistance to States for Capital Investment 2024-25.

Farmer IDs, or Kisan Pehchaan Patra, are Aadhaar-
based digital identities linked to land records, forming
the backbone of the Farmers’ Registry under the
AgriStack initiative. These IDs streamline access to
benefits and reduce bureaucratic barriers. The Centre
aims to register six million farmers this fiscal year, with
a long-term target of 11 million by 2026-27.

While Gujarat leads, other states like Madhya Pradesh
and Maharashtra are progressing at nine percent and
two percent coverage, respectively. The initiative
promises to modernize agriculture and enhance
farmers' access to services. [The Indian Express 3]

India: Outgoing RBI Governor emphasizes
restoring growth-inflation balance

(Im) Outgoing Reserve Bank of India (RBI) Governor
Shaktikanta Das has highlighted the importance of


https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-svyktt-l-qu/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-svyktt-l-al/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-svyktt-l-ar/

restoring a balance between inflation and growth in
India. Das, who was set to leave office on December
10, stated that India's economy still holds significant
growth potential. His comments come after a period of
slowing economic growth and rising inflation, with GDP
growth for the September quarter falling to 5.4
percent, its weakest in seven quarters, and inflation
surpassing the RBI's 6 percent tolerance band in
October.

The appointment of Sanjay Malhotra as the new RBI
Governor, just a day prior, has raised questions in
financial markets about the future direction of India's
monetary policy. Malhotra's appointment comes at a
time when economic growth is slowing and inflation is
rising. In response, the RBI left interest rates
unchanged in its recent policy review but reduced the
cash reserve ratio to support growth.

Das acknowledged that growth is affected by multiple
factors, not just the repo rate, and emphasized that
the RBI's monetary policy has aimed to remain
appropriate given the prevailing conditions and
outlook. [Reuters]

India: Dozens of schools receive bomb
threats in Delhi

(Im) Police in Delhi have conducted search operations
at around 40 schools following anonymous bomb
threats sent via email. The threats demanded USD
30,000 or claimed that bombs would be detonated. No
bombs have been found yet, but authorities have not
confirmed whether the threats were hoaxes.

This incident adds to a rising trend of hoax bomb
threats in India, with nearly 1,000 threats reported at
airports and airlines this year alone. Earlier in May,
bomb threats led to evacuations at nearly 100 schools
in Delhi. The current threats caused disruptions, with
parents picking up children from schools in the
morning. Delhi's Chief Minister Atishi criticized the
federal government for not ensuring safety and
accused them of failing to prevent such incidents. The
police are currently working to trace the source of the
threats. [BBC]

India: Gaganyaan space mission enters
final preparation phase
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(Im) The Indian Space Research Organisation (ISRO) is
set for the first uncrewed flight of the Gaganyaan
mission by late 2024. Key systems, including the
human-rated LVM3 launch vehicle and crew escape
system, are ready. Astronaut training is progressing,
with two-thirds completed, and the first crewed
mission is planned for late 2026.

ISRO has completed extensive testing, including
cryogenic engine mock-ups and crew escape system
trials. Ground infrastructure, including the mission
control centre, is in place, with European Space Agency
support for tracking. Additional uncrewed missions are
scheduled for 2025 and 2026. [The Indian Express]

Maldives: Government decides to keep
President's letter to UK on Chagos Islands
confidential

(Im) The Maldives government has opted not to
disclose the letter sent by President Mohamed Muizzu
to the United Kingdom regarding the transfer of
sovereignty over the Chagos Islands. President Muizzu
stated that he had sent the letter expressing his
preference for the sovereignty of the Chagos Islands to
be transferred to the Maldives, citing historical ties
between the islands and the country.

In his remarks at the Republic Day function, President
Muizzu emphasized that the Chagos Islands are more
closely linked to the Maldives than to any other nation,
referencing old scriptures of the Maldivian Sultans.
Despite this, a Right to Information (RTI) request filed
by Mihaaru News for a copy of the letter was declined
by the President's Office. The office invoked Article 31
of the Right to Information Act, which allows for the
withholding of information if its release could cause
irreversible harm.

The Chagos Islands, which include Diego Garcia, have
been a point of contention in the region. Previously,
the International Court of Justice (ICJ) and the United
Nations General Assembly suggested that the islands
belong to Mauritius. The UK and Mauritius agreed on a
handover in October, with Mauritius having regained
sovereignty after decades of negotiations. Diego Garcia
remains a key military base leased by the United
States.

In the past, the Maldives had faced criticism for its
handling of the issue, particularly regarding a letter
from former President Ibrahim Mohamed Solih to
Mauritius, which was leaked during the presidential
election and allegedly influenced the International
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Tribunal for the Law of the Sea (ITLOS) ruling on the
matter. [the edition]

Maldives: Names of dismissed political
appointees is personal information, says
President's Office

(Im) The President's Office of the Maldives has decided
not to disclose the names or details of the 248 political
appointees it claims were dismissed as part of efforts
to reduce State expenditure, arguing that this
information is personal and therefore protected.

President Muizzu announced on October 15 that 228
political appointees would be removed under the
Economic Reform Agenda. However, the President's
Office later clarified that 248 appointees had been let
g0, although the details of those dismissed or the
ministries they were from remain undisclosed.

When a private individual filed a Right to Information
(RTI) request seeking these details, the President's
Office responded by asserting that disclosing the
names would violate privacy, as it is considered
personal information. They also stated that revealing
the ministries involved could compromise the
identities of the dismissed personnel. However,
ministries have previously disclosed the names and
details of political staff working within their offices.

Mihaaru News also submitted an RTI request but faced
delays and, ultimately, non-response from the
President's Office, leading the news outlet to lodge a
formal case with the Information Commissioner's
Office. The case has been accepted, and hearings are
being scheduled.

The President had previously stated that the dismissals
would include 7 State Ministers, 43 Deputy Ministers,
109 Senior Political Directors, and 69 Political Directors,
estimating that these cuts would save the State about
MVR 5.7 million (USD 371,500) per month. Political
appointees' salaries account for 1 percent of the
national budget, or about MVR 120 million (USD 7.8
million) annually, translating to roughly MVR 10 million
(USD 650,000) per month.

Reports from various government institutions indicate
that there are currently over 1,400 political appointees,
and some ministries have yet to disclose details of
their staff.

This decision follows the President's earlier claim that
no more than 700 political appointees would be
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employed during his administration. [the edition]

Maldives: MDP will not overthrow a
government, will hold them accountable

(Im) Opposition Maldivian Democratic Party (MDP)
Chairperson Fayyaz Ismail stated that the party has no
intention of toppling a democratically elected
government but is committed to holding it
accountable.

During a rally at the party's headquarters, Fayyaz
criticized the current government's policies, which he
claimed caused significant public inconvenience. He
called on the government to reverse these policies and
accused the ruling party, which holds a supermajority
in parliament, of altering the Constitution for its own
benefit. Fayyaz emphasized that MDP's efforts to
engage with the government had been futile, and that
the party was now focused on protecting the
Constitution, which MDP had helped bring into effect
in 2008.

Fayyaz assured the public that MDP's approach would
not involve overthrowing the government, but rather
working to bring it onto the right path through legal
and peaceful means, including rallies and street
demonstrations if necessary. [the edition]

Maldives: President Muizzu ratifies
National Debt Bill, Urban Development
Act, and National Fiscal Responsibility Act

(Im) President Dr. Mohamed Muizzu has ratified three
key pieces of legislation aimed at bolstering the
Maldives' economic stability, infrastructure, and fiscal
responsibility: the National Debt Bill, the Urban
Development Act, and the National Fiscal
Responsibility Act.

The National Debt Bill, passed by parliament on
November 27, 2024, seeks to streamline the country’'s
access to domestic and international debt while
ensuring financial safeguards to minimize debt
servicing costs. The Act emphasizes responsible
borrowing and the creation of a dedicated Debt
Management Department to oversee the nation’s debt
obligations. It will come into effect six months after
ratification. [the edition 1]


https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-svyktt-l-ad/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-svyktt-l-ah/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-svyktt-l-ak/

Similarly, the National Fiscal Responsibility Act, ratified
on December 4, 2024, establishes a framework for
promoting fiscal discipline, sustainability, and
transparency in government operations. The Act allows
the government to borrow from the Maldives
Monetary Authority (MMA) to manage cash flow, with a
borrowing cap set at 2.5 percent of the average
revenue over the previous three years. The Minister of
Finance is tasked with formulating and submitting a
Fiscal Responsibility Charter to Parliament within six
months. The Act also introduces rigorous reporting
requirements, including an annual review by the
Auditor General, with Parliament conducting a fiscal
impact analysis. This new law nullifies the previous
Fiscal Responsibility Act and will take effect in six
months. [the edition 2]

In parallel, President Muizzu ratified the Urban
Development Act, which governs the establishment of
urban centres and regulates urban development
projects across the country. This Act aims to ensure
sustainable and legally compliant growth, with an
Urban Development Authority tasked with overseeing
the implementation of urban plans. The Act will also
empower this authority to provide the necessary
permissions to developers. Designated urban centres
include Raa atoll Ungoofaaru, Baa atoll Eydhafushi, and
several others. However, there are concerns that the
Act could reduce the influence of local councils, a
similar issue seen with the Housing Development
Corporation (HDC) and Male' City Council. The Urban
Development Act will also come into effect six months
after ratification. [the edition 3]

Maldives: High Court backs registrar's
decision to reject ex-VP Jihad's case

(Im) The High Court Judges' Panel upheld the registrar's
decision to reject the appeal in the case of former Vice
President Abdulla Jihad. Jihad, who is currently the
Chairperson of the Maldives International Financial
Service Authority (MIFSA), faced charges for signing the
Fushidhiggaru Falhu agreement in 2013, which
allegedly gave the Maldives government only a 25
percent stake in a joint venture with a foreign
company.

The Criminal Court had ruled that the case could not
proceed due to errors in the investigation. The
Prosecutor General's Office appealed this decision at
the High Court, arguing that the Criminal Court's ruling
lacked clarity and proper reasoning, requesting a
retrial. However, the case was initially dismissed
because Jihad could not be located at the address
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provided by the Prosecutor General's Office. After the
case was resubmitted in October, the High Court
registrar rejected it as the deadline for resubmission
had passed. [the edition]

Maldives: Discord between MPs as
questions raised about land granted to S}

(Im) A heated exchange erupted between opposition
Maldivian Democratic Party (MDP) MPs during a Public
Accounts Committee meeting over the Housing
Development Corporation (HDC) granting land
adjacent to the S) Mall in Hulhumale' Phase 1 to S, a
company linked to the family of MDP lawmaker Dr.
Ahmed Shamheed.

MP Abdul Ghafoor Moosa, representing Hanimaadhoo,
raised concerns about the deal and questioned
Housing Development Corporation (HDC) Managing
Director Ibrahim Fazul Rasheed regarding the
allocation of the land to SJ. HDC is a state-owned
enterprise responsible for managing and overseeing
housing development projects in the Maldives.

Ghafoor's inquiry focused on the terms of the land
sale, particularly the price at which the land was being
sold to S). Despite repeated questioning, Fazul refused
to disclose the sale price.

The issue escalated when Dr. Shamheed accused
Ghafoor of raising the questions due to personal
differences. The exchange turned contentious, with
witnesses reporting a heated confrontation between
the two MPs.

HDC had previously agreed to allocate the land to SJ in
line with a proposal from the company. Fazul
explained that the decision to sell the land was made
after S) committed to investing MVR 20 million (USD 1.3
million) in the construction of huts in the 'Ruhgan'du’
area of Hulhumale'. However, the HDC's decision
raised concerns about potential revenue loss from the
land, with Fazul indicating that the Corporation would
seek alternative revenue-generating options. [the
edition]

Maldives: All documents requested by ACC
shared, says Heena

(Im) The Anti-Corruption Commission (ACC) has visited
the National Social Protection Agency (NSPA) offices as
part of its investigation into alleged corruption related
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to the leasing of office space tied to the Maldives
Media House, the parent company of Maldives Media
Television (MMTV). NSPA CEO and President's Office
Spokesperson Heena Waleed confirmed that all
documents requested by the ACC have been shared.

The leasing arrangement involves three floors of a
building in Machangolhi Seeraazee, a property owned
by former minister Ahmed Thasmeen Ali. These floors
are leased long-term by Maldives Media House. While
one floor houses MMTV, a prominent Maldivian
television station, the other floors are subleased to
various parties.

Last week, the NSPA requested the ACC to investigate
potential corruption related to this arrangement. In a
letter to ACC President Adam Shamil, NSPA urged for a
thorough investigation, asking that the findings be
shared with the agency promptly.

In response to ongoing allegations, NSPA announced
that it would cancel the office space agreement with
Maldives Media House, stating that the spread of false
corruption allegations has caused irreparable damage
to the agency's reputation. [the edition]

Maldives: Applications for Anti-Corruption
Commission membership now open

(Im) The Maldives' Anti-Corruption Commission (ACC)
has announced that applications are open for two
vacant positions on the commission. The application
deadline is set for December 16.

The vacancies emerged following the resignation of
Vice President Abdul Salaam and Member Thoha
Mohamed, after a parliamentary committee's decision
to dismiss them due to alleged integrity and
disciplinary concerns. In his resignation letter, Thoha
expressed that, despite his honest service in
accordance with the Constitution and the law, the
allegations and the no-confidence motion against him
had created an environment that hindered his ability
to perform his duties independently.

Currently, the ACC is composed of its President Adam
Shamil and members Shiyama Mohamed and Shazna
Hashim. [the edition]

Maldives: HDh Atoll Council asserts audit
report on Bangkok trip is untrue
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(sl) The Haa Dhaalu Atoll Council (HDh) has refuted an
audit report claiming that the council spent more than
MVR 900,000 (USD 58,404) on staff travel to Bangkok,
stating that the report is false and that its release
exceeds the authority of the Auditor General.

The report alleges that the council allocated MVR
952,885 (USD 61,831) from its budget last October for
training and travel to Bangkok for 20 staff members,
including 13 council members, the secretary-general,
and six members of senior management. The stated
purpose of the trip was to learn from Thailand's
experiences and to attract investors for various
projects in the atoll. However, the report asserts that
the trip brought no tangible benefits to the council.

In response to the Auditor General's instructions to the
Ministry of Finance to take appropriate action against
the council for traveling without authorization, the HDh
Atoll Council stated that, according to a previously
issued circular, they are not among the organizations
required to obtain authorization from the Ministry of
Finance. This prompted the council to question the
Auditor General's competence and responsibility.

The council also contended that the allegations of no
benefits were unfounded, as the statement was made
without consulting the twelve island council presidents
who participated in the trip. They argued that the
assessment of benefits purely from an economic
perspective failed to account for the importance of
human resource development.

The council emphasized that, while councils operate
under a decentralized system, reports aimed at
strengthening the fiscal system should be prepared
with greater responsibility and accuracy. [the edition]

Maldives: 55 foreign workers detained
following protest over unpaid salaries;
LRA to investigate

Maldives Immigration has detained 55 foreign workers
after a protest over unpaid salaries near the Muliaage
area. Among those detained are 38 Indian nationals
and 17 Bangladeshis. The demonstration, which took
place in the green zone, prompted police intervention,
and the workers were handed over to Immigration.

The Labor Relations Authority (LRA) has launched an
investigation into potential violations of the workers'
rights. The workers have claimed their rights were
violated, although the specific company they were
employed by remains unclear.


https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-svyktt-l-fi/

Controller General of Immigration Mohamed Shamaan
Waheed stated that action would be taken under the
Immigration Act once the investigation concludes,
reaffirming that all foreign workers must adhere to
Maldivian laws and regulations. [the edition 1] [the
edition 2]

Maldives: President Muizzu meets with
fishermen, outlines plans to empower the
sector

(Im) President Dr. Mohamed Muizzu met with
members of the fishing community to address their
concerns and discuss ways to empower the sector. Key
issues raised included low fish prices, fuel and
financing difficulties, and challenges with offloading
fish. Fishermen also proposed modernizing the
industry, expanding the market, and improving fish
quality. They requested a special budget for
Fishermen’s Day and the transfer of processing
factories at Felivaru and Kooddoo to separate
companies.

In response, President Muizzu committed to
addressing these concerns and pledged to hold such
meetings more frequently. He also outlined plans to
expand the fisheries sector, including supporting the
construction of more fishing vessels and increasing the
number of ice plants across the Maldives. These efforts
will be supported by loans for Refrigerated Seawater
(RSW) systems, allowing fishermen to produce their
own ice and store their catch safely.

The president emphasized that the goal is to empower
fishermen and businesses, with island councils having
the option to manage ice plants. He also acknowledged
the challenges faced in his first year, particularly
economic setbacks, but reiterated the government's
commitment to the fisheries sector as a key area for
growth. [the edition 1] [the edition 2]

Maldives: Swiss national Dr Vitaly
Lubimov appointed as MIFCO's first
foreign CEO

(Im) Dr. Vitaly Lubimov, a Swiss expert in strategic crisis
management with over 20 years of experience, has
been appointed as the Chief Executive Officer (CEO) of
the Maldives Industrial Fisheries Company (MIFCO).
This marks the first time a foreign national has been
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appointed to lead the state-owned enterprise, which
oversees the country’s critical fisheries industry.

Dr. Vitaly officially assumed the role on December 9.
His appointment follows two public recruitment calls,
with the most recent in September. The position offers
a monthly salary ranging from USD 12,000 (MVR
185,040) to USD 15,000 (MVR 231,300) and carries a
four-year term.

The CEO position became vacant after the removal of
Ahmed Samah Rasheed, who was dismissed by the
Privatization and Corporatization Board (PCB) following
complaints and a subsequent suspension. [the edition]

Maldives: No reduction in subsidies,
Aasandha, or pensions, President Muizzu
says

(Im) President Muizzu has assured that subsidies, the
Aasandha health insurance scheme, and pensions for
citizens will not be reduced. Speaking to residents of
Mathiveri during his visit to Alifu Alifu atoll on
December 9, President Muizzu emphasized that the
government is committed to improving citizens'
benefits without making any cuts. He stated that the
government's policy is to increase benefits without
reducing existing provisions.

Muizzu also reassured the public that the government
would not rely on printing money, as promised during
the presidential campaign. Instead, the focus would be
on economic growth and infrastructure development.

He addressed concerns over subsidies, stressing the
need to reduce unfair expenditures and prevent
misuse of the Aasandha scheme. Aasandha is the
national health insurance scheme in the Maldives,
aimed at providing affordable healthcare services to
citizens. The President pointed out that some
medicines in the Maldives are sold with profit margins
of over 1,000 percent, including those in the 250 most
commonly sold drugs. He assured that the changes
would not negatively impact the public and that
medicines would be available at discounted rates,
aligned with State Trading Organization (STO) prices.

In addition, President Muizzu reversed a decision by
various government agencies to stop monthly
allowances for newly retired employees under private
retirement schemes. [the edition]
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Maldives: All projects will begin within the
next two years, says President Muizzu

(sl/lm) President Dr. Mohamed Muizzu has pledged
that all projects promised during his presidential
campaign will begin within the next two years, with a
focus on fulfilling these commitments during 2025 and
2026. Speaking during his visit to Thoddoo in Alifu Alifu
and Kaafu atolls, he acknowledged that some projects
had been delayed due to the budget passed by the
previous government. However, he reassured
residents that the next two years would be dedicated
to delivering on promises, which include the
development of harbors, schools, sports facilities,
waste management systems, and school repairs.
Muizzu emphasized that no island would be left behind
in receiving essential services.

The recently approved 2025 national budget,
amounting to MVR 56.6 billion (USD 3.9 billion), MVR
1.6 billion (USD 103 million) more than the current
year's budget, will support these efforts. While specific
details on island projects have yet to be outlined, the
government is committed to allocating resources
effectively to address the pressing needs of the nation.
The total budget, including a supplementary amount
for this year, reaches MVR 55 billion (USD 3.7 billion).
[the edition]

In another important development, President Muizzu
met with the K. Kaashidhoo Island Council and the
Women's Development Committee (WDC) to discuss
local challenges and development issues. During the
meeting, the council raised concerns about the state of
the island's harbor and health sector, as well as the
need for support for agriculture and the promotion of
tourism. The WDC also sought clarity on the structure
of their committee for the next term.

In response, President Muizzu assured the council and
WDC members that the agricultural sector is a
government priority, and he outlined plans to
strengthen cooperation among various government
departments. He also discussed efforts to expand the
WDC's mandate, aiming to enhance its role in the
community's development. [The President's Office -
Republic of Maldives]

Maldives: STELCO presents a deep tracker
and drone to MNDF

(Im) STELCO, the national utility provider responsible
for the generation, transmission, and distribution of
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electricity in the Maldives, has gifted a fire-fighting
drone and a deep tracker to the Maldives National
Defence Force (MNDF).

The deep tracker, capable of diving to depths of 200
meters, is equipped with a robotic arm for retrieving
objects during underwater searches. The drone,
designed for fire-fighting operations, can carry a water
hose and reach heights of up to 200 meters, making it
particularly useful in fire incidents involving tall
buildings. [the edition]

Nepal: Transitional justice shortlist sparks
criticism over alleged political bias

(rs/Im) The recent shortlist for 10 positions in Nepal's
transitional justice commissions, including the Truth
and Reconciliation Commission and the Commission of
Investigation on Enforced Disappeared Persons, has
drawn significant backlash from conflict victims and
rights activists. A recommendation committee, led by
former Chief Justice Om Prakash Mishra, selected 40
candidates, comprising eight for chairperson roles and
32 for member positions. Public feedback on the
candidates is being sought, but the process has
already become highly contentious.

A coalition of 28 organizations representing victims of
the 1996-2006 Maoist insurgency has accused the
selection process of being politically manipulated to
favor weak and partisan commissions. Critics claim
that appointing individuals with questionable integrity
risks repeating past failures, as the commissions have
remained inactive since 2022 and have made minimal
progress in addressing over 63,000 complaints of
human rights violations and 2,400 cases of enforced
disappearances. [The Kathmandu Post 1] [The
Kathmandu Post 2]

Specific objections have been raised against the
potential nomination of Sudip Pathak, a former
member of the National Human Rights Commission,
whose candidacy is viewed as lacking credibility among
victim communities. Activists allege that the shortlist
reflects undue influence from major political parties,
undermining the impartiality needed to address
sensitive cases.

Rights groups and victims' representatives have urged
the recommendation committee to prioritize qualified
candidates and ensure transparency. They warn that
continued political interference jeopardizes Nepal's
ability to deliver justice and undermines trust in the
transitional justice process. Critics, including former
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human rights commissioners, have demanded
revisions to the shortlist and urged Nepal’s political
leadership and the National Human Rights
Commission to prevent further politicization.

In defense, the committee cited the need for thorough
background checks and claimed it was taking time to
ensure a fair and impartial selection. However, activists
remain skeptical, warning that failure to address these
concerns would compromise the credibility of the
commissions and betray the victims of Nepal's decade-
long conflict. [The Kathmandu Post 3]

The newly amended Act grants the commissions four
years to investigate and recommend prosecutions,
with provisions for extensions if necessary. Yet,
lingering doubts about the integrity of the selection
process raise concerns over whether these long-
delayed justice mechanisms can deliver meaningful
outcomes.

Nepal: Dispute over hierarchy in Nepali
Congress heats up

(Im) A debate over who holds the second position in
the Nepali Congress - the single-largest party in
Parliament's lower house and key component of the
ruling coalition - after President Sher Bahadur Deuba
has intensified, following the Koshi provincial
conference. Shekhar Koirala, a former contender for
the party presidency, skipped the event, citing
dissatisfaction with his placement in the party
hierarchy. Koirala's faction argues that his runner-up
position in the 2021 presidential election entitles him
to senior leader status, a recognition previously
granted to other runners-up.

The party currently recognizes Senior Vice-President
Purna Bahadur Khadka as second in line, sparking
frustration among Koirala's allies, who accuse the
leadership of sidelining him. Internal tensions reflect
broader factionalism, as Koirala and General Secretary
Gagan Thapa, once allies, now appear at odds. Thapa,
seen aligning with Deuba, criticized Koirala's factional
activities while calling for unity within the party.

With Deuba barred by term limits from re-election,
both Koirala and Thapa are positioning themselves for
the next general convention in 2025. [The Kathmandu
Post]
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Nepal: Maoist Centre delays student
union convention amid internal disputes

(Im) Nepal's main opposition Communist Party of
Nepal (Maoist Centre) has postponed the general
convention of its student wing, the All Nepal National
Independent Students’ Union (Revolutionary), citing a
lack of preparation. However, insiders suggest the
delay stems from party chair Pushpa Kamal Dahal's
concerns that his preferred candidate for union
president may not win.

The convention, initially scheduled to resume on
December 8 after a series of postponements, was
deferred again during a party leadership meeting.
Student leaders have expressed frustration, accusing
the party of interference and favoritism. Vice-chair
Keshab Rawal, a contender for the union presidency,
criticized the delay, alleging the leadership views
student members as subordinates rather than
independent voices.

Factionalism within the Maoist Centre has further
complicated the convention. Senior leaders support
different candidates for the union presidency, leading
to clashes over representation and eligibility.
Dissension escalated during the September session,
with disputes over handpicked representatives and
proposals to impose an age limit for student leaders.

The convention’s delay highlights growing tensions
within the Maoist Centre, as second-rung leaders
increasingly challenge Dahal's leadership. The next
party standing committee meeting, scheduled for
December 12, is expected to decide whether the
union’s leadership will be elected through voting or
appointed directly. However, skepticism remains
among student leaders, who warn of renewed protests
if no resolution is reached. [The Kathmandu Post]

Nepal: Speaker Ghimire and Janamat
Party clash over lawmaker dismissal

(Im) The Janamat Party, a Madhesh-based political
party advocating for regional autonomy, social justice,
and the rights of marginalized communities in Nepal, is
locked in a dispute with Speaker of the House of
Representatives Devraj Ghimire over the dismissal of
lawmaker Goma Labh Sapkota. The party accuses
Sapkota of accepting bribes and conspiring to split the
party, requesting her removal under disciplinary
action. Speaker Ghimire rejected the request, stating
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the allegations do not meet the legal criteria for
dismissal under Nepal's Political Parties Act.

Led by CK Raut, the Janamat Party condemned
Ghimire's decision as discriminatory and racially
biased, alleging it violates parliamentary norms and
undermines democracy. The party further claims
Ghimire is protecting Sapkota due to personal ties and
her alleged plans to join his former party, the
Communist Party of Nepal (Unified Marxist-Leninist).

In response, the parliament secretariat refuted the
accusations, asserting that all actions were conducted
per constitutional and legal provisions. Sapkota has
denied the allegations, claiming she is being targeted
for refusing to appoint a personal assistant as dictated
by her party leadership. [The Kathmandu Post]

Nepal: RPP under fire after poor by-
election performance

(Im) The Rastriya Prajatantra Party (RPP), Nepal's
monarchist and pro-Hindu political faction advocating
for the reinstatement of the Hindu monarchy and a
unitary state, faces internal dissent after failing to win
any seats in the December 1 by-elections. Party chief
Rajendra Lingden is under criticism for poor strategy
and unilateral decision-making. In Lingden’s hometown
of Jhapa, the RPP secured just 26 votes, with similarly
dismal results elsewhere.

Critics blame Lingden's leadership and the party's
outdated agenda, which analysts say lacks public
resonance in modern Nepal. Internal disputes,
including controversial leadership changes, have
further strained the party. [The Kathmandu Post]

Nepal: RSP chief Rabi Lamichhane under
investigation for cooperative fraud amid
political controversy

(rs/Im) Rabi Lamichhane, chief of the Rastriya
Swatantra Party (RSP) and former home minister, faces
escalating legal and political scrutiny as multiple courts
across Nepal issue arrest warrants and extend his
custody for further investigation into allegations of
cooperative fraud, organized crime, and money
laundering.

The Kaski District Court recently extended
Lamichhane's remand by four days to allow police to
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continue their inquiries. Lamichhane, along with other
suspects, including former DIG Chhabilal Joshi, Leela
Pachhai, and Ram Bahadur Khanal, is accused of
misusing funds from cooperatives such as the Gorkha
Media Network, where Lamichhane served as
managing director before joining politics. [The
Kathmandu Post 1]

Lamichhane is implicated in financial irregularities
across several cooperatives, including the Sano Paila
Cooperative in Parsa and the Sahara Cooperative in
Chitwan. The Sano Paila Cooperative reportedly
misappropriated NPR 920 million (USD 6.81 million) by
issuing unauthorized loans, while NPR 1 billion (USD
7.4 million) is alleged to have been diverted into the
now-defunct Gorkha Media Network. The network,
which operated Galaxy 4k Television, was chaired by
GB Rai and managed by Lamichhane, both of whom
are under investigation.

In Parsa, Lamichhane is among 14 individuals facing
warrants linked to cooperative scams. Similar
investigations are underway in Rupandehi,
Kathmandu, and Chitwan, where police are also
probing money laundering charges. Notably, Interpol
has issued a red notice for GB Rai, a key suspect, who
remains at large. [The Kathmandu Post 2]

Lamichhane's arrest on October 18 has drawn
widespread public attention and polarized opinions.
While authorities pursue allegations of financial
misconduct, RSP supporters have staged protests,
accusing the government of politically motivated
actions. Demonstrations in Chitwan escalated into
clashes with police, resulting in minor injuries on both
sides.

Amid these developments, the RSP filed a formal
complaint with the National Human Rights
Commission (NHRC), alleging that Lamichhane has
faced mental harassment and unlawful treatment
since his arrest. The party condemned his transfer
from Chitwan to Pokhara as an act of "state terror"
intended to undermine a political rival. The RSP also
criticized state authorities for allegedly using media
narratives to tarnish Lamichhane's reputation. [Online
Khabar]

Nepal: Copy of complaint against energy
minister Khadka distributed to
lawmakers

(Im) A complaint filed against Energy, Water Resources,
and Irrigation Minister Deepak Khadka has been
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shared with lawmakers in the State Affairs and Good
Governance Committee of the House of
Representatives. The complaint, submitted by Nepal
Scouts on January 28, accuses Khadka's company,
Khadka Land Development Pvt Ltd, of failing to pay
over NPR 50 million (USD 366,000) in rent for using
Scouts’ property.

The complaint was distributed to the committee
members nearly 10 months after its registration. The
committee has requested additional documentation
from Nepal Scouts to support the allegations, including
details on the outstanding amount, the case status,
and any interest owed. [The Kathmandu Post]

Nepal: CIAA files corruption case against
Insurance Authority chair Silwal

(Im) The Commission for the Investigation of Abuse of
Authority (CIAA) has filed a corruption case against
Surya Prasad Silwal, the chairperson of the Nepal
Insurance Authority, for allegedly manipulating official
records to extend his tenure beyond the mandatory
retirement age. Silwal, who had retired on July 30,
2016, based on his official birthdate of July 30, 1958, is
accused of altering his date of birth to continue in his
role.

The investigation revealed discrepancies in Silwal's
citizenship, academic, and passport records. According
to CIAA, Silwal falsified his birthdate to obtain
diplomatic and special passports and unlawfully
received salaries and benefits after his official
retirement in 2023. The CIAA is demanding the
recovery of NPR 3.66 million (USD 27,024), which Silwal
allegedly received after his retirement. The charges
have been filed in the Special Court, Kathmandu. [The
Kathmandu Post]

Nepal: Government to introduce Al-
related policies

(rs) Nepal's Minister for Communications and
Information Technology, Prithvi Subba Gurung,
announced plans to introduce a policy on Artificial
Intelligence (Al) as part of the Digital Nepal Framework.

Speaking at the 'IT Meet-2024' in Dhulikhel, he
highlighted that discussions would precede the
formulation of Al laws, which aim to reduce corruption
through e-governance. Gurung outlined plans to
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implement e-governance across various government
levels, including ministries, local offices, and
nationwide government institutions.

The two-day event, organized by Kathmandu
University, also featured coding competitions, project
demonstrations, and activities to encourage innovation
and creativity. [The Himalayan Times]

Nepal: Officials convicted in Airbus
corruption case, minister acquitted

(Im/rs) In a landmark verdict, the Special Court of
Nepal has convicted four senior officials involved in the
procurement of two Airbus A330 aircraft for Nepal
Airlines Corporation, a case referred to as the "wide-
body scam." Shankar Prasad Adhikari, Sugat Ratna
Kansakar, Buddhi Sagar Lamichhane, and Shishir
Dhungana have been sentenced to prison terms
ranging from 1 year and 6 months to 2 years and 6
months. Additionally, they were fined for causing a loss
of NPR 1.47 billion (USD 10.88 million) to the state.

The case stems from violations of procurement laws,
including the acceptance of an escalation clause that
investigators believe was used to generate illegal
kickbacks. This clause contributed to USD 6.78 million
(NPR 74.58 million) of the USD 209.6 million contract.

Former tourism minister Jeevan Bahadur Shahi and
several other individuals implicated in the case,
including several NAC employees, were acquitted. The
court also sentenced seven aircraft suppliers, including
executives from the US, Germany, Ireland, and
Portugal, to prison terms of 1.5 years. The verdict
follows a 2016 procurement process that was found to
have violated Nepal's Public Procurement Act, resulting
in a reported loss of USD 32.5 million.

Kansakar's sentence was halved due to his senior
citizenship status. [The Kathmandu Post] [Setopati]

Nepal: Mayor Sampang’s calls for justice
over defamation fall on deaf ears at
federal ministries

(rs) Mayor Harka Sampang of Dharan Sub-
metropolitan City, elected in 2022, has raised two
separate concerns with federal ministries, but his
appeals have been ignored.
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Sampang sent a letter to Home Minister Ramesh
Lekhak seeking action against journalists Gopal Dahal
and Janak Rishi for defamation. He claimed they falsely
reported that he posed as a Maoist extortionist, which
he argued tarnished his reputation. Sampang, who has
stated he was a victim of Maoist violence during the
insurgency, requested impartial action regardless of
the journalists' political affiliations. However, officials
from the Ministry of Home Affairs, including Joint
Secretary Rishi Ram Tiwari and Under Secretary Dil
Kumar Tamang, denied receiving his letter.

Sampang also wrote to the Ministry of Federal Affairs
and General Administration (MoFAGA), urging the
prompt appointment of a Chief Administrative Officer
(CAO) for Dharan, as the vacancy has disrupted
essential public services. Despite multiple letters and
calls from the mayor, MoFAGA officials, including Joint
Secretary Kali Prasad Parajuli, claimed they had not
received the letter. [MyRepublica]

Nepal: Child marriage and teenage
pregnancy rampant in Baglung despite
legal protections

(Im) In Baglung's rural areas, child marriage and
teenage pregnancy remain widespread, despite legal
protections. The minimum legal age for marriage in
Nepal is 20, yet many girls under 20 continue to marry
and become pregnant, with little awareness of the
health risks or legal provisions protecting them.

In Nisikhola Rural Municipality, several girls aged 16
and 17 have married and are now pregnant, with little
understanding of the dangers of early pregnancies.
Local health volunteers have been offering counseling
to these young mothers but struggle to prevent child
marriages. Despite government awareness programs,
child marriage persists due to deep-rooted social
practices and factors like gender discrimination,
poverty, and lack of education.

The Nepal Demographic and Health Survey (2022)
shows that 14 percent of women aged 15-19 have
been pregnant, with teenage pregnancy rates highest
in Karnali and Madhesh Provinces. Local authorities
continue to face challenges in combating child
marriage, with gender inequality and ineffective law
enforcement contributing to the issue. [The
Kathmandu Post]
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Nepal: Eight people held on gang-rape
charges

(Im) Police in Nepal arrested eight people on charges of
gang-raping a 14-year-old girl. Three other accused are
on the run. The suspects were detained after the victim
lodged a complaint against them. The victim claimed
that the suspects repeatedly raped her three months
ago. [The Kathmandu Post]

Nepal: Indigenous women demand land-
for-land compensation for hydropower
project impacts

(Im) Indigenous women in Tanahun, Nepal, have
formed an advocacy group, Masto Lafa Bheja, to
negotiate a land-for-land compensation deal with the
Tanahu Hydropower Project. The USD 505 million
project, set to be completed by 2026, will submerge
their ancestral lands, displacing 547 households, or
approximately 3,919 people.

While most affected families have accepted financial
compensation, 13 households, represented by Masto
Lafa Bheja, are holding out for land to relocate as a
community, preserving their collective identity, culture,
and language. The group emphasizes that monetary
compensation alone cannot replace their deep
connection to the land, which sustains their livelihoods
and traditions.

Supported by the Indigenous Women'’s Legal
Awareness Group (INOWLAG), the women have been
actively involved in negotiations, demanding
compliance with international standards like the
Indigenous and Tribal Peoples Convention, which
Nepal has endorsed. The group also advocates for
alternative land identified nearby but yet to be offered
by the project. [The Kathmandu Post]

Nepal: Stock market sees significant
decline, falls below 2,700 points

(rs) On December 9, Nepal's stock market saw a sharp
decline. The NEPSE index dropped by 45.93 points
(1.67 percent), closing at 2,689 points. The sensitive
index also fell by 6.96 points (1.5 percent).

All market sectors experienced losses, with the life
insurance group seeing the largest drop of 3.07
percent. A total of NPR 7.46 billion (USD 55.56 million)
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in shares were traded, with 248 companies seeing their
prices fall, while 55 companies saw gains. Shares of
companies like Manushi Laghubitta and Life Insurance
Corporation dropped by 10 percent, while Khanikhola
Hydropower saw an 8 percent increase. [The Rising
Nepal]

Nepal: Government to bar tax evaders
and non-filers from export/import
business

(rs) In a bid to combat tax evasion and boost revenue
collection, Nepal's government has decided to prevent
VAT non-filers and taxpayers with outstanding arrears
from engaging in export and import activities. A joint
meeting of the Inland Revenue Department (IRD),
Department of Customs (DoC), and Department of
Revenue Investigation (DRI) outlined strict measures to
address revenue leakages, which have impacted the
country's financial health.

With only 22.58 percent of the NPR 1.284 trillion (USD
9.47 billion) annual revenue target achieved in the first
four months of the fiscal year, officials are focused on
improving tax compliance. This initiative aims to
enforce better tax discipline and address the revenue
shortfall, especially within the export/import sector.
[MyRepublica]

Pakistan: Supreme Court rejects plea
allowing military court verdicts in May
2023 riot cases

(Im) The Supreme Court of Pakistan has rejected a
federal government plea to permit military courts to
announce verdicts in cases involving civilians accused
of attacking military installations during the May 2023
riots. These riots followed the arrest of former Prime
Minister Imran Khan on corruption charges and
involved over 100 civilians accused of violent actions
against army facilities.

The top court had previously ruled in October 2023
that trying civilians in military courts violated the
constitution. However, the ruling was suspended in
December 2023 as intra-court appeals were filed.
While the military courts were conditionally allowed to
conduct trials earlier this year, they were barred from
issuing convictions or acquittals until the appeals were
resolved.
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The attacks occurred amid heightened tensions
between Khan and Pakistan's military, which he
accused of orchestrating his ouster in April 2022. His
party, the Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTl), has denied
involvement in the riots, alleging that intelligence
agencies framed its members, a claim denied by the
military.

The court's seven-member bench emphasized the
constitutional limits of military courts and indicated it
aims to expedite the resolution of appeals. The case is
ongoing, with further hearings postponed due to
health issues involving a key defense lawyer. [Arab
News]

Pakistan: Incarcerated ex-Prime Minister
Khan’s PTI faces escalating legal
challenges amid political unrest

(Im/tf) Former Prime Minister Imran Khan and his
Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) party continue to face
mounting legal and political challenges while ramping
up calls for protests and civil disobedience. Khan,
currently jailed on multiple charges, has called for a
rally in Peshawar on December 13 to address
grievances against the government, including the
treatment of PTI supporters during recent protests.

Khan has demanded a judicial probe into the
crackdown on the November 25 protest march in
Islamabad, which he claims resulted in the deaths of
12 supporters. He has also reiterated demands for an
investigation into the May 9 protests, during which
military installations were attacked, leading to arrests
and legal actions against PTl leaders and members.
The government denies any fatalities in the November
protest and maintains that the May violence was
orchestrated by PTI. If these demands are not met,
Khan has threatened to launch a civil disobedience
movement starting December 14. [Arab News 1]

The PTI has organized a jirga in Peshawar on
December 13 to discuss these issues and honor party
members who have died in the unrest. Omar Ayub, a
senior PTl leader, highlighted that over 5,000
supporters have been arrested in connection with the
protests. The party has also formed a negotiation
committee to engage in talks, although it remains
unclear with whom discussions will be held. [Arab
News 2]

Khan, who has been imprisoned since August 2023,
was recently indicted on charges of inciting violence
during the May 9 protests. The charges also implicate
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senior PTI members, including Omar Ayub Khan,
Basharat Raja, and Omar Chatha, while 23 other
individuals, such as Shahbaz Gill and Zulfi Bukhari,
have been declared absconders. The PTI has labeled
the charges "fabricated," accusing the government and
military of orchestrating a campaign to suppress the
party. The next hearing in the GHQ case is set for
December 10, marking another critical juncture for
PTI's legal battles. [Arab News 3] [Arab News 4]

In another legal blow, an Islamabad court issued an
arrest warrant for Khan's wife, Bushra Bibi, in
connection with the Toshakhana case. The case alleges
that Khan and Bushra undervalued a EUR 380,000
jewelry set acquired from the state repository during
Khan's tenure. Bushra Bibi's repeated absence from
hearings led to the warrant, with proceedings
adjourned until December 9. This case is one among
several graft allegations Khan faces, which he and his
party maintain are politically motivated. [Arab News 5]

Pakistan: Standoff continues between
government and JUI-F over madrasa
registration bill

(ja/Im) A standoff continues between Pakistan’s federal
government and the religious-political party Jamiat
Ulema-e-Islam-F (JUI-F) over the Societies Registration
(Amendment) Act, 2024, which concerns the
registration of religious seminaries, also known as
madrasas. Although the bill has passed both houses of
parliament, it has yet to become law due to objections
raised by President Asif Ali Zardari, who returned it to
the Prime Minister’s Office earlier this month, citing
legal concerns regarding its jurisdiction.

The key point of contention is the bill's provision to
transfer madrasa registration from the education
ministry to the industries ministry. The JUI-F, which
helped secure the passage of the 26th Constitutional
Amendment by supporting the government, insists on
this change. The party argues it is essential for their
support and views it as a matter of importance for
their political position. However, Federal Education
Minister Khalid Magbool Siddiqui rejected the demand,
stating that the decision to register madrasas with the
education ministry was made by consensus in 2019
and should remain unless religious scholars collectively
decide otherwise.

Minister for Religious Affairs Choudhary Salik Hussain
has emphasized that the education ministry’s oversight
aims to enhance the quality of education at madrasas,
allowing students to pursue fields like engineering and
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medicine alongside religious studies. Despite these
efforts, JUI-F has threatened to stage a protest march
to Islamabad if the bill is not passed as originally
proposed. The party has also called for a meeting of
Ittehadul Madaris, a coalition of seminaries, on
December 17 to discuss the issue further. [Arab News]

The bill's legal complexities continue to fuel the
dispute, with critics arguing that madrassa registration
falls under provincial governance, questioning the
federal government's authority. Defence Minister
Khawaja Asif expressed the government's willingness
to engage in dialogue with JUI-F to resolve the issue.
Referring to party leader Maulana Fazlur Rehman as a
"brother," Asif stressed the importance of reaching a
mutual understanding. [The Express Tribune]

The government remains committed to continuing
discussions to address the concerns of religious
institutions while balancing regulatory requirements.
As the deadlock persists, JUI-F's leadership has
signaled the possibility of a long march if the bill is not
approved, indicating that the issue is far from
resolution. [Arab News]

Pakistan: Panel formed to draft rules for
judge appointments

(Im) Pakistan's Chief Justice Yahya Afridi has
established a five-member committee to draft
regulations governing the procedure and criteria for
appointing judges. The committee will be chaired by
Justice Jamal Khan Mandokhail and include Attorney-
General Mansoor Usman Awan, Senators Ali Zafar and
Farooq H. Naek, and lawyer Akhtar Hussain. The group
is tasked with presenting its draft to the Judicial
Commission of Pakistan (JCP) by December 15.

The JCP emphasized that developing rules for
assessing and evaluating judges’ appointments is a top
priority. Alongside this development, the JCP approved
the nomination of Justice Shahid Bilal Hassan to the
Supreme Court's constitutional bench and deliberated
on appointments to Sindh and Peshawar high courts,
deferring additional judge appointments to December
21.

This move follows the reconstitution of the JCP under
Pakistan’s 26th constitutional amendment, with the
commission aiming to ensure transparent and
standardized procedures for judicial appointments.
[Arab News]
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Pakistan: Army urges legal action against
‘fake news' amid escalating political
tensions

The Pakistan Army has called on the government to
implement stricter regulations to curb the "unethical
use" of freedom of expression, specifically targeting
"fake news" allegedly propagated for political gain. The
call follows last month's protests in Islamabad by
supporters of jailed former Prime Minister Imran Khan,
which the military described as a coordinated
campaign of "malicious propaganda."

During a Corps Commanders meeting chaired by Chief
of Army Staff General Syed Asim Munir, the military
emphasized the need to bring those spreading false
information to justice. The army criticized what it
termed pre-planned efforts to drive a wedge between
the public and state institutions, attributing the
propaganda to political elements allegedly supported
by external forces.

The protests, organized by Khan's Pakistan Tehreek-e-
Insaf (PTI) party, demanded his release and accused
authorities of election manipulation. The government
reported the deaths of four security personnel during
the clashes, while PTI claimed at least 12 of its
supporters were killed and hundreds injured—a claim
authorities deny, asserting that no live ammunition
was used.

In response to the unrest, the government formed two
task forces: one to prosecute rioters and another to
address the dissemination of false information against
the state and security forces. The military reiterated its
apolitical stance and commitment to safeguarding the
nation against both internal and external threats.

Khan, who has maintained his popularity despite being
imprisoned on multiple charges, continues to accuse
the military of orchestrating his ouster in 2022. The
army has denied any involvement in political affairs.
[Arab News]

Pakistan: PML-N candidate wins PP-139
by-election in Punjab’s Sheikhupura

(sn) In the PP-139 by-election in Sheikhupura, Pakistan
Muslim League-Nawaz (PML-N) candidate Rana Tahir
emerged victorious, securing 44,535 votes. His closest
rival, a candidate from the main opposition Pakistan
Tehreek-e-Insaf party, garnered 20,097 votes, while an
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independent candidate came third with 7,197 votes.
[Associated Press of Pakistan] [The Express Tribune]

Pakistan: Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
government accused of allocating funds
only to PTI-backed councils

(tf) In Khyber Pakhtunkhwa (KP), local government
representatives have accused the provincial
government of releasing development funds only to 51
of the 131 tehsils in the region, primarily those led by
Pakistan Tehreek-i-Insaf (PTI)-backed officials. Tehsils,
which are administrative divisions in Pakistan, include
multiple towns and villages, each governed by a local
council. The representatives argue that their
constitutional right to development funds has been
violated, especially as they have had no input in
approving or utilizing these funds.

Opposition members, particularly from Landi Kotal,
plan to challenge the move in court, accusing the
government of undermining the local government
system and backtracking on its promises to empower
tehsil chairmen. [DAWN]

Pakistan: Punjab provincial government
launches 'Karobar Card' and other welfare
schemes

(ja) The Punjab government, led by Chief Minister
Maryam Nawaz, has introduced the ‘Karobar Card’
scheme to provide loans ranging from PKR 100,000
(USD 360) to PKR 1 million (USD 3,600) to support small
businesses across the province. In addition, the
government launched the ‘Chief Minister Aasan
Karobar Financing Scheme,’ offering loans up to PKR 30
million (USD 108,000) to medium-sized enterprises,
repayable over five years. These initiatives are
designed to stimulate economic activity and create job
opportunities in Punjab.

In addition to business financing, the government has
rolled out several welfare programs. The Free Solar
Panel Scheme aims to assist low-energy users by
providing free solar systems, while the Honhaar
Scholarship Scheme offers 30,000 scholarships for
higher education, with a focus on women and students
from southern Punjab. The Chief Minister's Laptop and
Merit Scholarship Program will distribute 90,000
laptops to high-achieving students.
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The government has also launched healthcare
initiatives, including the Dialysis Card Scheme, which
allocates PKR 1 million (USD 3,600) per patient for
treatment. Addressing public health concerns, CM
Maryam Nawaz has called for urgent action to tackle
the rising cases of AIDS in Multan, emphasizing her
administration's commitment to improving education,
healthcare, and economic empowerment across the
province. [The Express Tribune]

Pakistan: Minority rights commission to
be established, says law minister

(Im) Pakistan's Minister for Law, Justice, and Human
Rights, Azam Nazeer Tarar, announced plans to
establish the National Commission for the Rights of
Minorities to address grievances and promote
inclusivity for the country’s non-Muslim population,
which constitutes approximately 3 percent of its 240
million people. The commission is expected to have 13
members, with nine from minority communities,
ensuring balanced representation.

Speaking at a Christmas celebration in Islamabad,
Tarar highlighted that the commission's draft has been
formulated in consultation with minority
representatives from parliament and civil society, and
it has received approval from a cabinet committee. He
emphasized that the initiative aligns with Pakistan's
constitutional commitment to equality and inclusivity,
asserting that Pakistan "belongs to all of us."

Minority groups in Pakistan often face discrimination,
attacks by militant groups, and accusations of
blasphemy—a charge punishable by death under
Pakistani law. The new commission aims to serve as a
platform to address these challenges and foster
interfaith harmony.

The announcement follows a meeting chaired by
Federal Minister Rana Sanaullah to review the National
Commission for Minorities Bill 2024 and an interfaith
harmony policy designed to promote religious
tolerance. [Arab News]

Pakistan: Government confirms
cybercrime law amendments to tackle
misinformation

(Im) Pakistan’s Minister for Information Technology,
Shaza Fatima Khawaja, has confirmed that the
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government is reviewing amendments to the Pakistan
Electronic Crimes Act (PECA) to combat "fake news"
and online misinformation. The proposed
amendments include penalties of up to five years of
imprisonment, fines of up to PKR 1 million (USD 3,600),
or both, for intentionally spreading false information
that incites fear or unrest.

Introduced in 2016 to address cyber terrorism, fraud,
and harassment, PECA has faced criticism for being
used to suppress journalists and critics. Recent reports
indicate that the amendments may also create a new
authority with powers to block online content and
restrict social media access.

During a Senate Standing Committee meeting, Senator
Palwasha Mohammad Zai Khan raised concerns about
ongoing Internet disruptions in Pakistan. Minister
Khawaja reassured the committee that the
amendments aim to address misinformation without
restricting Internet accessibility.

Amid months of slow Internet speeds, attributed by
the government to damaged underwater cables and
increased VPN usage, Hafeez-ur-Rehman, chairperson
of the Pakistan Telecommunication Authority (PTA),
stated that there is no policy to intentionally hinder
Internet performance. The PTA plans to introduce a
licensing process for VPN services starting January
2025 to streamline network management. [Arab News]

Pakistan: Internet restrictions threaten
livelihoods and IT sector

(Im) Internet outages and slowdowns in Pakistan,
triggered by political protests demanding the release
of incarcerated former Prime Minister Imran Khan,
have drawn criticism from digital rights groups and
businesses. The disruptions, attributed to the
government's deployment of a national firewall, have
significantly impacted livelihoods, slowed internet
speeds by over 30 percent, and jeopardized the
country's IT and freelance industries.

Digital rights activists argue that the government's
actions, including restricting Virtual Private Networks
(VPNs), amount to an infringement on free speech and
create a growing divide between digital "haves" and
"have-nots." Despite government denials of censorship
or deliberate disruptions, freelancers and businesses
reliant on stable internet access report losing clients
and revenue, with some considering relocation to
regions with better connectivity.
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Experts warn that Pakistan’s digital divide, already
exacerbated by limited infrastructure and affordability
challenges, is widening further due to these
restrictions. Rights organizations, including Amnesty
International, have called for transparency regarding
the use of surveillance technologies, emphasizing the
incompatibility of such measures with human rights.

The disruptions also threaten Pakistan's broader
economy, reducing foreign income from IT exports and
prompting companies to relocate operations to
countries like Dubai and Singapore, where internet
reliability is assured. Critics describe the situation as a
"creeping coup" over the country's digital
infrastructure, undermining Pakistan's potential as a
global IT hub. [Arab News]

Pakistan: Government focuses on
economic reforms as inflation eases and
stock market surges

(Im/sn) Pakistan is experiencing a renewed wave of
economic optimism, driven by a historic surge in the
Pakistan Stock Exchange (PSX), easing inflation, and a
significant increase in workers' remittances. The
government, under Finance Minister Muhammad
Aurangzeb, has prioritized economic reforms, focusing
on privatization and efficient resource management to
address persistent fiscal challenges.

Aurangzeb, speaking in Karachi, stressed the
importance of privatizing loss-making state-owned
enterprises (SOEs), which cost the economy PKR 6
trillion (USD 21.5 billion) annually, nearly half of
Pakistan's tax revenue target of PKR 12.9 trillion (USD
46.3 billion). The privatization of entities like Pakistan
International Airlines (PIA), banks, and power
companies is central to Pakistan's commitments under
the International Monetary Fund (IMF) bailout
programs. Aurangzeb also called for export-led growth
to end the country's recurring economic crises and
achieve sustainable growth rates of 5 to 7 percent.
[Arab News 1]

This reform-focused approach coincides with
improving economic indicators. Inflation, measured by
the Sensitive Price Indicator (SPI), slowed to 3.57
percent year-on-year as of December 5, the lowest
level since October 2018. Consumer inflation for
November fell to 4.9 percent, down from 7.2 percentin
October and a peak of nearly 40 percent in May 2023.
The decline was driven by reduced prices of essential
goods like tomatoes, chicken, and wheat flour,
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alongside government measures to control inflation
and stimulate industrial activity. [Arab News 2]

The PSX has mirrored these developments, with the
KSE-100 index crossing 111,000 points during trading
on December 10, marking the 10th consecutive session
of gains. The rally was driven by investor optimism
over anticipated interest rate cuts. Since June,
Pakistan's State Bank has slashed interest rates by 700
basis points, bringing the rate to 15 percent, and
another reduction of at least 200 basis points is
expected on December 16. Reduced rates on National
Savings Schemes, a stabilized Pakistani rupee, and
improving global equities have also contributed to the
market's performance. [Arab News 3] [Arab News 4]

Adding to this economic momentum, workers'
remittances surged by 29.1 percent year-on-year in
November 2024, reaching USD 2.9 billion. Saudi Arabia
led the inflows with USD 729.2 million, followed by the
UAE (USD 619.4 million), the UK (USD 409.9 million),
and the US (USD 288.2 million). Cumulatively,
remittances from July to November totaled USD 14.8
billion, a 33.6 percent increase from USD 11.1 billion
during the same period in 2023.

Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif expressed gratitude to
overseas Pakistanis for their contributions,
emphasizing their role in stabilizing foreign exchange
reserves and supporting the economy. These inflows
come alongside a narrowing trade deficit, which
declined by 7.39 percent to USD 8.65 billion in the first
five months of the fiscal year. Exports rose by 12.57
percent to USD 13.69 billion, while imports increased
by 3.90 percent to USD 22.34 billion during the same
period. [Arab News 5]

Complementing this, Pakistan generated USD 500
million from surplus sugar exports. The Pakistan Sugar
Mills Association (PSMA) facilitated these earnings,
starting with the government’s approval to export
290,000 tons in June 2024 and an additional 500,000
tons in October. Sharif celebrated this timely decision,
which bolstered foreign exchange reserves while
addressing surplus stock. [Business Recorder]
[Pakistan Today]

Pakistan: Engro Corp partners with
Netherland’s Veon for telecom tower-
sharing expansion

(Im) Pakistan's largest conglomerate, Engro Corp, has
partnered with Veon, a Dutch telecommunications and
digital services company, to expand telecom tower-
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sharing coverage in Pakistan and explore innovative
use cases such as electric vehicle charging and drone
landing. The collaboration marks Engro’s largest
transaction in Pakistani rupee terms and reflects
optimism in Pakistan's improving macroeconomic
environment.

As part of the agreement, Engro will pay USD 188
million to Jazz, Veon’s digital operator in Pakistan, and
guarantee the repayment of Deodar's USD 375 million
intercompany debt. Deodar, managed by Veon, owns
10,500 telecom towers in Pakistan, while Engro’s
Enfrashare operates 4,063 towers. This move is subject
to corporate and regulatory approvals. [Arab News]

Pakistan: Kurram district faces ongoing
sectarian clashes; ceasefire brokered
amid rising militancy and humanitarian
crisis

(Im) Khyber Pakhtunkhwa (KP) province in Pakistan has
taken several steps to address the escalating sectarian
violence in Kurram district, which has left at least 133
people dead and 177 injured since November 21, 2024.
The violence, primarily between Sunni and Shiite
communities, flared after an attack on a Shiite caravan
in Parachinar killed 41 people. The Kurram district,
home to a significant Shiite population in Sunni-
majority Pakistan, has long been a hotspot for
sectarian strife.

In response to the violence, a grand jirga of tribal
elders successfully negotiated an indefinite ceasefire
last week. The jirga, consisting of former
parliamentarians, senators, and representatives from
both communities, facilitated extensive negotiations
aimed at halting the bloodshed. Despite some
unresolved issues, such as land disputes and the need
for de-weaponization, both sides have expressed a
willingness to uphold the ceasefire. Authorities are
optimistic that a permanent peace deal may be
reached soon. [Arab News 1]

In addition to the ceasefire, the Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
government has formed a supervisory committee to
oversee measures aimed at stabilizing Kurram district.
Led by Muhammad Ali Saif, an adviser to the KP chief
minister, the committee will focus on implementing
security measures and addressing the root causes of
violence, including unresolved land disputes and
militancy. The rise in attacks by the Tehreek-e-Taliban
Pakistan (TTP), which has been targeting security
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forces in KP, has exacerbated the region's instability.
[Arab News 2]

Amid the ongoing violence, humanitarian aid has
become a critical concern. With roads in Kurram
blocked due to the conflict, the KP government used a
helicopter to airlift essential medicines to Parachinar.
The helicopter will also transport injured patients to
Peshawar for treatment. The government has
committed to continuing these airlift operations until
road access is restored. [Arab News 3]

Pakistan: Baloch separatists escalate
violence; six laborers freed, two militants
killed

(Im) The Balochistan Liberation Army (BLA), a
separatist group seeking independence for Pakistan's
southwestern Balochistan province, continues to
intensify its insurgency, posing a growing national
security threat. Recently, the group carried out a series
of high-profile attacks, including the kidnapping of six
laborers from a dam construction site in Nushki district
on November 30. The laborers, who had been
abducted by the BLA, were released last week and are
now in the custody of paramilitary forces. The
circumstances surrounding their release remain
unclear, though local tribesmen alerted the Levies
paramilitary force, leading to their safe recovery.
Despite this, the BLA has not confirmed the release.
[Arab News 1]

In a separate incident on December 9, two suspected
militants carrying explosives were killed in a premature
blast near the Mezai police station in Killa Abdullah, 75
kilometers north of Quetta. Authorities are
investigating whether the attack was a suicide bombing
attempt targeting the police station. [Arab News 2]

Balochistan has grown increasingly volatile, with the
BLA intensifying attacks on both civilians and security
forces in pursuit of greater control over the province's
natural resources. Nationalists argue that the central
government has exploited Balochistan’s wealth while
neglecting its development. The region's importance to
the Chinese Belt and Road Initiative has also made it a
target for separatists.

A report from the Pakistan Institute for Peace Studies
notes that in November 2024, the BLA surpassed the
Pakistani Taliban in fatalities, carrying out 12 attacks,
including a deadly suicide bombing at a Quetta train
station. The group has shifted tactics, increasingly
targeting civilians to maximize casualties. Rights


https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-svyktt-l-wj/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-svyktt-l-wt/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-svyktt-l-wi/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-svyktt-l-wd/

activists point out that the BLA exploits local
grievances, such as resource exploitation and enforced
disappearances, framing its violence as a fight for
Baloch rights. [Arab News 3]

Pakistan: Deadly clashes in Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa leave soldiers, militants,
and policemen dead

(ja/lm) Violence has intensified in Pakistan's Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa (KP) province, with six soldiers and two
police officers killed in separate incidents of militant
attacks. The unrest highlights the ongoing security
challenges in the region, particularly from groups like
the Tehreek-e-Taliban Pakistan (TTP).

In the latest incident, a gunfight in Bannu district
resulted in the deaths of one police constable and two
militants on December 9. The militants ambushed a
police vehicle near the Mirian police station, leading to
a firefight in which the two attackers were killed. This
was part of a broader surge in militant activity,
particularly along the Pakistan-Afghanistan border.
[Arab News 1]

In a series of military operations across KP, six
Pakistani soldiers were killed in Kurram district, where
sectarian tensions between Sunni and Shia
communities have escalated in recent weeks. This
attack, which targeted a security check-post, left three
militants dead. Meanwhile, in Tank district, nine
militants were killed and six others injured during an
intelligence-based operation. Another operation in
North Waziristan killed 10 militants. [Arab News 2]
[DAWN]

These attacks come amid heightened militant activity
in the region, which also witnessed two soldiers and
eight militants killed in separate clashes last week. The
military has responded by launching operations aimed
at neutralizing remaining militants. Despite efforts to
de-escalate sectarian violence in Kurram, tensions
persist, with local officials stating that the militant
attack was unrelated to sectarian clashes.

Pakistan has repeatedly accused Afghanistan of
harboring militant groups, including the TTP, which is
responsible for many of the recent attacks. However,
Afghan officials deny these claims, maintaining that
Pakistan's security challenges are internal matters.
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Pakistan: Navy's addition of eight new
Hangor submarines to enhance combat
capabilities

(Im) Pakistan's Naval Chief, Admiral Naveed Ashraf, has
emphasized that the induction of eight new Hangor-
class submarines will significantly enhance the
Pakistan Navy's combat capabilities. His remarks were
made during the Hangor Day celebrations, marking the
1971 sinking of the Indian Navy warship Khukri by the
Pakistani Hangor submarine. This incident remains the
only instance since World War Il where a submarine
successfully sank a warship in action.

Admiral Ashraf highlighted that the addition of these
submarines would not only strengthen the navy's
offensive capabilities but also improve its overall
combat readiness. He reiterated the navy's special
focus on its submarine fleet, underscoring that the
Hangor Day event symbolizes the Pakistan Navy's
strategic resolve to defend the country's maritime
borders. [Arab News]

Seychelles: President urges patience on
anniversary of CCCL explosion as
investigation continues

(axc) On the first anniversary of the CCCL explosion
and northern Mahe flooding, Seychelles’ President
Wavel Ramkalawan called for patience as
investigations continue into the disaster. The
December 7, 2023, explosion at Civil Construction
Company Limited's (CCCL) explosive storage facilities in
Cascade caused significant destruction, loss of life, and
injuries, alongside flooding and landslides from heavy
rains.

Key questions about the explosion, including potential
foul play, remain unresolved. Recovery efforts have
seen SCR 86.3 million (USD 6.1 million) invested, with
plans for an independent compensation fund
supported by CCCL to aid affected residents and
businesses. [Seychelles News Agency]

Seychelles: Minister calls for financial
support to strengthen families

(akc) Seychelles’ Minister for Youth, Sports, and Family,
Marie-Celine Zialor, emphasized the need for

increased financial support and enhanced community-
driven initiatives to address evolving family challenges.
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Speaking at a Family Conference, she highlighted the
importance of prevention, advocacy, and education to
complement existing social affairs efforts.

The Ministry unveiled initiatives like a pilot program,
Respite, designed to support caregivers of disabled
children by offering relief services. Zialor stressed the
need for better collaboration between government
departments, reallocating resources, and fostering
community support to strengthen family structures.

The conference also marked the launch of the
Ministry's website, aimed at providing resources to
Seychellois families. [Seychelles News Agency]

Seychelles: Riot at Montagne Posee Prison
leaves one inmate dead, nine hospitalized

(Im) A riot at Montagne Posee Prison on Mahe Island
on December 5 led to the death of one inmate and left
nine others hospitalized. The unrest began after
prisoners demanded the release of Stephan Mondon,
an inmate in isolation for alleged drug trafficking
influence within the prison. Mondon, serving an eight-
year sentence, remains isolated due to security
concerns.

The riot escalated with inmates using prohibited
mobile devices to share videos of the chaos, including
acts of vandalism, fires, and violence against officers.
Prison authorities and the Seychelles Police Force
intervened, employing non-lethal methods to regain
control. While four prison officers were briefly held
hostage, they were released unharmed, though one
senior officer required hospital treatment for high
blood pressure.

The facility sustained significant damage, with inmates
destroying property and setting fires. Nine inmates
were hospitalized, including one with a fractured leg,
and others suffered minor injuries. [Seychelles News
Agency] [Seychelles Nation]

Sri Lanka: Discussions begin for
preparation of 2025 Budget

(Im) The government of Sri Lanka has started
preliminary ministerial-level discussions for the
preparation of the 2025 Budget, under the leadership
of President Anura Kumara Dissanayake. A meeting
was held to review budget proposals for the
expenditure heads of the Ministry of Health and the
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Ministry of Media. Following this, a discussion took
place regarding the expenditure head of the Ministry
of Agriculture. [Daily Mirror]

Sri Lanka: Investigation into liquor
licenses linked to political bribes

(raa) The government has announced an investigation
into the issuance of liquor licenses, which may have
been used as political bribes during the previous
administration. The inquiry will focus on determining
whether former Members of Parliament (MPs) or their
associates were involved in securing licenses, possibly
under false names. Chief Government Whip Nalinda
Jayatissa confirmed that while no licences have been
issued directly under the names of MPs, some may
have been obtained for their close associates or
through intermediaries.

The issue gained significant attention after Leader of
the House Bimal Ratnayake revealed in Parliament that
361 liquor licenses had been issued since January 1,
2024. The bulk of these licenses were allocated to the
Western Province, which received 110, followed by the
Southern Province with 48, and the Central Province
with 45. Other provinces, including North Western,
Sabaragamuwa, and Uva, each received 30 licenses.
These licenses include those for wine stores and other
liquor outlets, with some linked to Sathosa outlets and
even the chairman of the state-run retail chain.

Minister Bimal Ratnayake has alleged that the licenses
were issued as political bribes, a claim supported by
remarks previously made by former President Ranil
Wickremesinghe. [Daily Mirror 1]

In response to the allegations, Wickremesinghe
defended the liquor licensing program during his
tenure, stating it was part of a transparent initiative
designed to generate additional government revenue,
which amounted to LKR 4 billion (USD 13.5 million) in
2024. He emphasized that the program was not
intended as charity but was a strategic effort to boost
the government's finances during a difficult economic
period. [Daily Mirror 2]

Sri Lanka: Former CCD Director Nevil Silva
arrested

(Im) Former Director of the Colombo Crimes Division
(CCD), Assistant Superintendent of Police Nevil Silva,
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has been arrested by the Criminal Investigation
Department (CID) in connection with a kidnapping and
wrongful detention case. Silva was apprehended at the
Police Field Force Headquarters. [Daily Mirror]

Sri Lanka: Minister Abeyratne rejects civil
service cuts, emphasizes productivity

(sl) In response to calls for reducing the number of civil
servants, the Minister of Public Administration, Prof.
Chandana Abeyratne, stated that the government has
no plans to lay off civil servants, emphasizing a focus
on enhancing productivity instead. He also
acknowledged that, in the past, the recruitment of
development officers had been conducted without
adequate attention to productivity—a practice the
government intends to rectify in stages.

However, senior presidential adviser Duminda
Hulangamuwa recently suggested that the number of
civil servants must be reduced due to insufficient funds
in the treasury to sustain the current workforce.
According to him, Sri Lanka would need to cut the
public sector workforce from its current size of 1.3
million employees to 750,000. [Daily Mirror]

Economist Talal Rafi also highlighted the financial
strain caused by the civil service, stating that it is the
largest expenditure in the budget, costing the
government LKR 1.7 billion rupees (USD 5.2 billion)
annually. He argued that reducing the public sector
workforce by 25 percent could save approximately LKR
400 billion (USD 1.22 billion) per year. [Talal Rafi on his
X]

Sri Lanka: Parliament passes vote on
account for first quarter of 2025

(sl) On December 6, Parliament passed the Vote on
Account for the first four months of 2025 without a
vote. The resolution, which was initially presented to
Parliament on December 3, ensures the uninterrupted
continuation of government operations and facilitates
debt servicing during the initial quarter of the
upcoming year. [Daily Mirror]

Sri Lanka: Speaker Dr. Jayatissa to address
doctorate controversy
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(Im) Speaker Dr. Ashoka Ranwala is set to make a
statement soon regarding the ongoing reports about
his doctorate. The issue has gained attention after
circulating reports on social media, with former
Election Commission Chairman Mahinda Deshapriya
challenging Dr. Ranwala to prove the validity of his
degree. [Daily Mirror]

Sri Lanka: Ratnayke states Opposition
member will head COPA

(sl) House Leader Bimal Ratnayke stated that a
member of the Opposition will be appointed to head
the Committee on Public Accounts (COPA), thereby
ensuring proper opposition representation in the
committee. [Daily Mirror]

Sri Lanka: Local official allegedly
responsible for denying over 15,000
families access to fresh water

(axc) Over 15,000 families in Gokarella, Kurunegala
District, are facing severe water shortages due to
delays in a proposed drinking water project. The
community, reliant on contaminated groundwater, is
struggling with water scarcity, leading to health issues
such as kidney diseases.

Social activist R. M. Jayathilaka Banda has petitioned
the National Water Supply and Drainage Board for a
pipe-borne water system to alleviate the problem, but
progress has been hindered by bureaucratic delays,
particularly from a Land Officer at the Ibbagamuwa
Divisional Secretariat.

Despite the availability of necessary documents and
landowner consent, the project remains stalled, leaving
the community without a sustainable water source for
over two years. The Water Supply and Drainage Board
has assured that financial and logistical resources are
ready, but the project's completion continues to be
delayed. Local leaders are calling for urgent action to
address the human rights concerns of those affected.
[Daily Mirror]

Sri Lanka: Rice industry controlled by
powerful mill owners, says Rehan
Jayawickreme


https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-svyktt-l-yhj/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-svyktt-l-yht/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-svyktt-l-yhi/

(Im) Rehan Jayawickreme, Weligama Organiser of the
main opposition Samagi Jana Balawegaya (S)B) alliance,
accused a few powerful rice mill owners of
manipulating prices, exploiting farmers, and causing
shortages to increase their profits. He described the
situation as "blackmail," stating that monopolistic mill
owners buy paddy at low prices, hoard it, and then
inflate costs for consumers. He warned that smaller
millers are being crushed under their dominance and
called for drastic government intervention, including
potential nationalisation, to break their grip on the
market. Jayawickreme stressed that the issue affects
both farmers and consumers and urged the
government to protect the public from the
monopolists' exploitation. [Daily Mirror]

Sri Lanka: Only 263 drug addicts currently
under rehabilitation

(Im) Sri Lanka's Bureau of Rehabilitation has revealed
that only 263 drug addicts, including 83 women, are
currently undergoing treatment at its rehabilitation
centers, despite having the capacity to accommodate
over 800 individuals. The Bureau operates three
centres—Kandakadu, Senapura, and Vavuniya—with a
combined capacity of 1,120. The Kandakadu Centre
can house up to 500 individuals, currently treating 95,
while Senapura can accommodate another 500 but has
just 85 addicts in care. A special facility for women in
Vavuniya can house 120 women, and it has been newly
established to treat women addicted to dangerous
drugs.

Rehabilitation programs, which are court-ordered,
focus on helping individuals recover from addiction,
with a typical duration of six months. The Bureau has
urged the Ministry of Justice and National Integration
to direct institutions to refer more drug addicts to
these centers for treatment. [Daily Mirror]

Sri Lanka: Over 850 Dengue cases
reported in eight days

(Im) Sri Lanka has seen a significant increase in Dengue
cases, with 858 new cases recorded over the past eight
days. As of December 8, the total number of cases for
the year has reached 46,385. The surge is attributed to
recent rainy conditions and receding floodwaters,
which have created more mosquito breeding sites. The
Colombo district remains the hardest hit, with 11,685
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cases, while the Western Province has recorded the
highest number of cases at 19,927. [Daily Mirror]

Sri Lanka: November remittances reach
USD 530 million, total for 2024 nears USD 6
billion

(Im) Sri Lankans working abroad sent back USD 530.1
million in November, bringing the total remittances for
2024 to nearly USD 6.0 billion, approaching the levels
seen in 2020. November's figure marks a slight
decrease from USD 537.3 million in November 2023
and USD 587.7 million in October 2024.

Despite these fluctuations, the overall trend remains
positive, with strong remittance inflows contributing to
the Central Bank's reserve buildup. November's
remittances also show a 10.4 percent growth from the
same period last year. The rupee's appreciation this
year may encourage migrants to send more money to
offset its impact on their families' finances. [Daily
Mirror]

Constitutional Law and

-Politics, Human Rights

and National Security in
Southeast Asia

Brunei: Red flag on ‘online loans’ raised

(dqgl) Bank Islam Brunei Darussalam (BIBD), the
country’s largest bank, has alerted the public to
financing scams involving scammers who impersonate
BIBD on social media. These fraudsters misuse BIBD's
logo and images and fabricate fake testimonials to
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deceive victims into sharing personal or banking
information. Scammers promise quick approvals and
minimal requirements to exploit individuals, leading to
significant financial losses, unauthorized access to
bank accounts, and misuse of sensitive information for
criminal purposes. [The Star]

Brunei: Police arrest 12 for cybercrime

(dqgl) Brunei police arrested twelve individuals
suspected of operating as account mules for a
cybercrime syndicate. The suspects, aged between 23
and 53, allegedly rented out bank accounts and
registered SIM cards for unknown individuals in
exchange for commission payments.

The rented SIM cards were reportedly used for scam
operations, while the bank accounts facilitated the
diversion of funds from these scams before
transferring the money to third parties, according to
the Royal Brunei Police Force. [Borneo Bulletin]

Brunei: Labour violations uncovered in
Lambak village operation

(ga) The Department of Labour’s Law Enforcement
Division identified five violations of the Employment
Order, 2009, during an operation in Lambak village on
December 4, targeting electrical appliances businesses.
Violations included improper use of Foreign Worker
Licenses under Section 112(2), failure to provide
annual leave (Section 71), exceeding set working hours
(Section 65), neglecting weekly off days (Section 63),
and failure to pay overtime (Section 39(2)). [Borneo
Bulletin]

Cambodia: 13 surrogate mothers from the
Philippines sentenced

(sal) 13 Filipino women have been found guilty of
charges related to human trafficking and sexual
exploitation for serving as surrogate mothers for
foreigners with an unidentified ringleader. The
business, based in Thailand, recruited a total of 20
Filipino and four Viethnamese women, who were
discovered during a police raid in a villa near Phnom
Penh. However, the seven Filipino and 4 Vietnamese
women were not pregnant and were thus deported
without charges. According to the Kandal Provincial
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Court, the offenders received a sentence of four years
in prison, with two years suspended after childbirth,
under Articles 16 and 27 of the criminal code. [BBC
News] [abc news] [Euronews] [CNN] [The Phnom Penh
Post]

Human trafficking remains a persistent issue in
Cambodia, with online scams and forced labor
contributing to a negative image of the country. This
has led to an update of Cambodian law to ban
commercial surrogacy. However, the surrogacy trade
has expanded following tighter restrictions in
neighboring countries such as India, Nepal, and
Thailand, leading to increased demand. [BBC News]
[Euronews]

Cambodia: Local human rights NGO
launches campaign for menstrual
products for women in prisons

(mfr) The Cambodian League for the Promotion and
Defense of Human Rights (LICADHO) has initiated a
donation campaign, “Period Drive,” to provide
menstrual hygiene products for over 2,700 women and
girls detained in Cambodian prisons. The campaign
seeks unopened, packaged sanitary pads or monetary
contributions to address the chronic shortage of
menstrual supplies faced by female inmates.

LICADHO reports that overcrowding and limited
resources in Cambodian prisons exacerbate the lack of
access to essential menstrual products, impacting the
dignity and health of incarcerated women. The
organization is accepting donations at its Phnom Penh
office until January 8, 2025, and encourages monetary
contributions through ABA bank transfers marked
“Period Drive.” A single USD 7 donation can supply a
woman with menstrual products for six months, while
USD 14 can cover an entire year.

As of April, 43 pregnant women and 92 children live
with their mothers in prisons, facing significant hygiene
challenges. LICADHO also highlighted broader issues
for incarcerated women, such as inadequate prenatal
and postnatal care, and emphasized the need for
systemic solutions to improve prison conditions.
[Khmer Times] [The Phnom Penh Post]

Cambodia: 16 global trading platforms
blocked
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(sal) The Cambodian government has blocked access
to 16 significant crypto trading sites, including OKX,
Binance, and Coinbase. The action was carried out by
the Telecommunications Regulator of Cambodia, as
these platforms do not hold a license from the
Securities and Exchange Regulator of Cambodia. [VOI]
[Fintech Singapore]

Cambodia ranks among the top 20 countries for retail
crypto usage per capita. Only two institutions comply
with Cambodia’s regulations, which restrict the
exchange of fiat currencies and digital assets, aimed at
preventing money laundering and crypto scams.
According to Statista's projections, Cambodia is
expected to generate USD USD 8 million in revenue in
2024 through digital assets. [digwatch]

Cambodia: Khmer Muslim community
vital to global Islamic economic
integration

(mfr) Cambodia’s Prime Minister Hun Manet has
emphasized the significant role of the Khmer Muslim
community in unlocking global Islamic economic
opportunities, including Islamic finance and the halal
economy.

Speaking at the 20th General Assembly of the Regional
Islamic Da'wah Council of Southeast Asia and the
Pacific (RISEAP) on December 7 in Phnom Penh, Hun
Manet highlighted the community's potential to foster
trust and facilitate economic, trade, and investment
collaborations with the international Islamic
community.

He affirmed his commitment to advancing Cambodia’s
halal manufacturing and export sectors by aligning
with international halal certification standards. The
prime minister called for greater engagement of the
Cambodian Muslim community as key government
partners, urging them to serve as goodwill
ambassadors and intermediaries with foreign Islamic
stakeholders.

He said this approach would strengthen Cambodia’s
ties with the global Islamic economic network and
position the country to capitalize on emerging
opportunities in the thriving halal market. [Khmer
Times] [Fresh News]
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Cambodia: Rural infrastructure
development for 2030 vision unveiled

(mfr) The Minister of Rural Development, Chhay
Rithisen, has outlined a three-pronged strategy to
expand and enhance Cambodia’s rural road
infrastructure. This aligns with the national vision of
becoming an upper-middle-income country by 2030
and a high-income nation by 2050. Announced during
a December 9 meeting to review 2024 achievements
and set 2025 goals, the strategy includes improving the
quality and scope of rural road infrastructure,
increasing maintenance to meet public needs, and
adopting new technologies such as updated technical
standards and alternative materials. [Khmer Times 1]

In 2024, the Ministry managed rural road data covering
50,262 kilometers, including significant upgrades such
as 940.71 kilometers of asphalt roads, 164.21
kilometers of concrete roads, and 12 new bridges.
[Khmer Times 2]

Cambodia: Phnom Penh enforces heavy
vehicle restrictions to ease traffic
congestion

(mfr) Phnom Penh has introduced stricter regulations
for heavy vehicles to reduce congestion and improve
road safety, effective December 2. The new rules,
announced by Governor Khuong Sreng, set specific
operating hours, routes, and restrictions for trucks and
buses within the capital.

Two-axle trucks weighing up to 16 tonnes can operate
day and night, except during peak hours from 5 a.m. to
9 a.m.and 4 p.m. to 9 p.m. in districts like Daun Penh,
Chamkarmon, 7 Makara, Toul Kork, and Boeung Keng
Kang. Trucks with three or more axles or weighing 21
tonnes or more are limited to operating between 9
p.m.and 5 a.m. and may only use the Third Ring Road.

Trucks transporting construction materials require
special permits specifying routes and times. Buses are
subject to separate scheduling rules issued by city
authorities. Vehicles attempting to enter restricted
areas during peak hours must wait in designated
parking areas outside the city along National Roads 1
to 6. Parking on city streets during these times is
prohibited.

Violations of the regulations will lead to indefinite
vehicle detention, and operators must undergo traffic
education before being allowed back on the road.
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Enforcement will be managed by Phnom Penh
Municipal Police, Military Police, and district
authorities.

The directive is part of broader efforts to address the
city's growing congestion, driven by a rising population
and increasing vehicle registrations, which now exceed
7.5 million nationally. [Khmer Times] [The Phnom Penh
Post]

Cambodia: Veteran journalist killed in
shooting amid illegal logging investigation

(mfr) Chhoeung Chheng, a 63-year-old veteran
Cambodian journalist, died on December 7 from
gunshot wounds inflicted while investigating illegal
deforestation in Siem Reap province. Chheng, a
reporter for Kampuchea Aphivath, was shot on
December 4 while covering illegal logging activities
near the Boeung Per Wildlife Sanctuary. Despite
undergoing emergency surgery, he succumbed to his
injuries two days later.

The Siem Reap Provincial Police arrested Si Loeuy, a
40-year-old suspect, who reportedly confessed to the
shooting, claiming it resulted from a personal dispute
related to a stolen bullet. However, local and
international observers, including Reporters Without
Borders (RSF), have called the killing an attack on press
freedom. RSF's Asia-Pacific Bureau Director, Cédric
Alviani, condemned the act and urged Cambodian
authorities to ensure accountability and take measures
to protect journalists working in dangerous conditions.

Chheng had long covered environmental issues,
including illegal logging in Cambodia, a topic that
frequently leads to violent retaliation against
journalists. RSF highlighted the risks faced by reporters
investigating deforestation, referencing past incidents
like the 2014 murder of Taing Try, another journalist
killed while reporting on the timber trade.

While the Cambodian government expressed
condolences and reiterated its commitment to press
freedom, the Siem Reap provincial administration has
maintained the incident stemmed from a personal
conflict. The case continues under investigation as the
suspect faces court proceedings.

This incident underscores the increasing dangers faced
by journalists in Cambodia, particularly those covering
sensitive topics like illegal logging and environmental

issues. According to the Cambodian Center for Human
Rights, Chheng is the 16th journalist killed in Cambodia
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since 1994, many of whom were targeted due to their
investigative reporting on issues tied to influential
figures. [The Phnom Penh Post] [UCA News]

Indonesia: Winners of regional elections
announced

(gk) Winners of the 2024 simultaneous regional
elections for gubernatorial positions in Indonesia have
been announced. The General Elections Commission
(KPU) of Jakarta declared the Pramono Anung and
Rano pair as the victors of the gubernatorial election in
Jakarta, winning by a total of 2,183,239 votes and
surpassing other candidate pairs, Ridwan Kamil-
Suswono and Dharma Pongrekun-Kun Wardana.
[Antara]

The KPU of North Sumatra declared the Bobby
Nasution-Surya pair as winners in North Sumatra
province with 3,645,611 votes. [CNN Indonesia 1 in
Indonesian].

Pramono Anung's son, Hanindhito Himawan Pramana,
alias Dhito, and his running partner, Dewi Mariya Ulfa,
won in Kediri Regency. [ CNN Indonesia 2, in
Indonesian]

Ahmad Luthfi and Taj Yasin Maimoen emerged
victorious in Central Java with 11,390,191 votes, or 59.1
percent of valid votes. [CNN Indonesia 3, in
Indonesian]

The South Sulawesi KPU determined that the
candidate pair Andi Sudirman Sulaiman-Fatmawati
Rusdi received the most votes - 3,014,255 - beating
their rivals, Moh Ramdhan Pomanto-Azhar Arsyad.
[CNN Indonesia 4, in Indonesian]

In West Sulawesi, the candidate pair Suhardi Duka and
Salim S Mengga won the elections with 337,512 votes,
or 46.1 percent of valid votes. [CNN Indonesia 5, in
Indonesian]

Indonesia: Human Rights Commission
accuses police human rights violations
over shooting of teen

(mu) Indonesia's National Human Rights Commission
(Komnas HAM) has determined that police officer RZ
violated human rights when he fatally shot student
GRO in Semarang. The commission concluded that the
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shooting, which also injured two others, was an
extrajudicial killing and could not be justified as self-
defense, given that RZ was off-duty and not facing an
immediate threat.

Komnas HAM found that RZ's actions fulfilled the
elements of a human rights violation as defined in
Article 1, paragraph (3) of Law Number 39 of 1999
concerning Human Rights. Uli Parulian Sihombing, the
coordinator of the monitoring sub-commission, stated
in a statement released in Jakarta on December 5.

The commission highlighted that RZ violated the right
to life, the prohibition against cruel treatment, and the
right to protection of children, as all victims, including
GRO, were minors. Komnas HAM emphasized that
police officers are prohibited from using firearms
against children.

The findings were based on an investigation conducted
in late November 2024, which included gathering
evidence from various sources. Although RZ has been
detained, he has not yet been named a suspect, and
an ethics hearing is scheduled. [Antara] [CNN
Indonesia, in Indonesian] [Tempo.co, in Indonesian]

Indonesia: Activists criticize the
cancellation of Ahmadiyya annual
meeting in West Java

(mu) The Ahmadiyya community, a minority Muslim
sect, in Indonesia was forced to cancel its planned
activities in Manislor village, Kuningan, West Java, due
to a police blockade. The blockade was implemented
to prevent members of the Ahmadiyya community
from entering the village.

The Kuningan regency government in West Java has
banned the 'Jalsah Salanah,' the annual gathering of
the Ahmadiyya community, citing concerns for security
and order in Kuningan. The government's decision was
influenced by past riots in Manislor village in 2008 and
2010, and the ban was enacted following coordination
meetings with representatives from religious
organizations and community leaders, [CNN Indonesia,
in Indonesian] [Kompas, in Indonesian]

Activists and non-governmental organizations quickly
criticized the ban as contrary to the commitment to
diversity and reflecting an intolerant and
discriminatory stance towards the Ahmadiyya
community. The Ahmadiyya community is a minority
sect that has faced persecution in Indonesia, deemed a
deviation from mainstream Islam. Meanwhile, a


https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-svyktt-l-jlu/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-svyktt-l-jrl/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-svyktt-l-jrl/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-svyktt-l-jrr/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-svyktt-l-jry/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-svyktt-l-jrj/

consortium of NGOs has urged the Ministry of Home
Affairs to issue a warning to the Kuningan government
regarding its actions. [Amnesty International
Indonesia, in Indonesian] [Tempo.co, in Indonesian]

Indonesia: Minister reaffirms
commitment to Net Zero Emissions (NZE)
and renewable energy

(Ip) Minister of Energy and Mineral Resources Bahlil
Lahadalia has declared Indonesia’'s commitment to
reaching Net Zero Emissions (NZE). Speaking at the
December 4 Indonesia Mining Summit, he stated that
Indonesia aligns with the global agenda of NZE;
however, the country would implement its own policies
to achieve this goal, given that its economy is not yet
robust enough to support the costly transition to new
renewable energy technologies.

Bahlil highlighted that Indonesia remains heavily
reliant on coal as a relatively inexpensive energy
source for electricity and industry. In response, the
government plans to gradually implement a
mandatory bio-diesel by 2025 to reduce diesel imports
and usage. This initiative will utilize B40 bio-diesel,
which comprises a blend of diesel and 40 percent palm
oil-derived fuel. [Ministry of Energy and Mineral
Resources of The Republic of Indonesia, in Indonesian]
[Ministry of State Apparatus Empowerment and
Bureaucratic Reform of The Republic of Indonesia, in
Indonesian] [kompas.com, in Indonesian]

Indonesia: Government to raise Value
Added Tax (VAT) for luxury goods

(gk) The Indonesian government has decided to
increase the VAT for luxury goods in 2025 and has set a
target of approximately USD 60.97 billion. President
Prabowo emphasized that the tax increase will be
applied selectively only to luxury goods.

On November 30, Prabowo enacted a regulation which
details the state budget revenue and expenditure
(APBN) for 2025. Under the policy, the government
aims to reach IDR 2,433.5 trillion (USD 162 billion) in
tax revenue. From that amount, the government
targets IDR 945.1 trillion (USD 59.5 billion) in VAT and
Luxury Goods Sales Tax (PPN BM) revenue. [Tempo.co]
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Indonesia: Government streamlines
fertilizer distribution process

(gk) The government plans to revise regulations to
simplify the distribution process of subsidized
fertilizers to farmers.

Minister of Agriculture Andi Amran Sulaiman
announced that, under the current system, 145
regulations and 12 ministries, along with district heads
and governors, are involved in managing fertilizers.
Moving forward, only the Ministry of Agriculture will
oversee fertilizer regulation. Once the new rules are
approved, state-owned Pupuk Indonesia will directly
distribute subsidized fertilizers to Farmers' Group
Associations (Gapoktan), retailers or distributors, and
finally to farmers.

These reforms align with the government’s decision to
increase the subsidized fertilizer quota from 4.7 million
tons to 9.55 million tons. [Antara] [Asia in Review, No.
49, December/2024, 1]

Indonesia: President Prabowo Subianto
discusses key economic strategies with
National Economic Council

(gk) Members of the National Economic Council (DEN)
met with President Prabowo Subianto on December 5
to discuss various strategic economic issues. Topics
included public purchasing power, measures to
enhance investment competitiveness, and improving
the efficiency of government spending.

The council emphasized the need to balance middle-
class purchasing power with industrial
competitiveness. It also underscored the importance of
attracting high-quality investments to strengthen the
national manufacturing sector and implementing
measures to sustain economic growth in the short and
medium term.

Additionally, the council expressed optimism about
achieving the national economic growth target of 8
percent over the next five years. This goal could be
supported by initiatives such as government
digitalization and the introduction of version 6 of the e-
catalog related to the State Budget. [Cabinet
Secretariat of The Republic of Indonesia]
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Indonesia: Sukabumi flood victims receive
medical aid from Health Ministry

(gk) The Ministry of Health has distributed medicines
and medical supplies for residents of Sukabumi District
of West Java, which has been severely affected by
floods and landslides. The aid includes various types of
basic medicines, IV fluids, antibiotics, oxygen
concentrators, and disposable medical equipment.
Additionally, food for pregnant women and toddlers,
amounting to one ton each has also been distributed.

Floods and landslides were recorded in Sukabumi
district on December 4. They resulted in five fatalities
and one hospitalization and displaced 1,321 people.
[Antara]

Indonesia: Three Malaysian boats
detained for poaching fish

(mu) Indonesia's Marine Affairs and Fisheries Ministry
has seized three Malaysian-flagged fishing boats for
illegal fishing in the Malacca Strait. The boats,
equipped with prohibited trawls and lacking proper
licenses, were intercepted following local reports and
radar detection. Sixteen Myanmar nationals were
aboard the vessels.

Director General of Marine and Fisheries Resources
Supervision Pung Nugroho Saksono announced the
seizure during a press statement in Medan, North
Sumatra, on December 5, 2024. The operation also
recovered 80,000 kilograms of poached fish and
prohibited trawling equipment.

The ministry estimates the poaching caused losses
exceeding USD 1 million and reiterated the importance
of protecting Indonesia's marine ecosystems from
unsustainable fishing practices. [Antara] [detiknews, in
Indonesian] [Kompas, in Indonesian]

Indonesia: Police destroy 30.2 kilograms
of meth

(gk) Makassar saw at least 30.2 kilograms of
methamphetamine and 8,229 ecstasy pills containing
mephodrone being destroyed by the city police on
December 9. The drugs were seized from six drug
traffickers during a month-long crackdown in the
capital of South Sulawesi province.
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According to the chief of Makassar City Police, the
suspects captured in Makassar belonged to drug rings
in Kendari, Southeast Sulawesi and Kalimantan Island.
The destroyed crystal meth was estimated to be worth
approximately USD 390,000. The crackdown is a part of
the police’s war on drugs ahead of the year-end
holiday season. [Antara]

Laos: UN special rapporteur on cultural
rights calls for enhanced protection of
cultural rights

(cc) The United Nations Special Rapporteur in the field
of cultural rights, Alexandra Xanthaki, recently
concluded a ten-day visit to Lao PDR, urging the
government to prioritize the protection and
celebration of the country's diverse cultural heritage.

Xanthaki expressed concern over policies that could
potentially assimilate ethnic minorities into the
dominant Lao group and displace villagers in the name
of development. These practices, while potentially
intended for economic advancement, risk undermining
traditional ways of life and cultural expressions.

While acknowledging progress on human rights in
Laos, Xanthaki highlighted the critical need to further
safeguard cultural rights enshrined in Lao legislation.
She noted the continued prevalence of prejudice
against non-dominant cultural practices, promotion of
a state-approved "good culture" narrative, and Lao-
only education that excludes cultural accommodation
for minority groups.

Furthermore, the Special Rapporteur raised concerns
regarding the widespread relocation of villages,
arguing that it disrupts traditional lifestyles and
hinders cultural continuity. [The Office of the High
Commissioner for Human Rights] [The Laotian Times]

Laos: Lao Front and UNICEF partner for
nationwide HPV vaccination campaign

(cc) The Lao Front for National Development (LFND)
and UNICEF joined forces on December 3 to launch a
nationwide HPV vaccination campaign for girls in Laos.
This initiative aims to protect young women from
cervical cancer, a major health threat.

Targeting girls aged 10 and those aged 11-13 who
missed the vaccine, schools will serve as vaccination


https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-svyktt-l-jyh/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-svyktt-l-jyk/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-svyktt-l-jyk/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-svyktt-l-jyu/

sites for easy access. The LFND emphasizes community
awareness and ethnic group mobilization, while
UNICEF highlights the growing positive response from
parents and girls.

Building on the 2020 government integration of HPV
vaccines, this campaign, backed by Gavi, WHO, and
Australia, strives to reach more young Lao girls. The
HPV vaccine, a safe and effective method,
demonstrates Laos' proactive approach to
safeguarding future generations' health. [The Laotian
Times] [Unicef]

Laos: Financial resilience bolstered with
new Bullion Bank

(cc) The recent establishment of the Lao Bullion Bank,
officially opened on December 7, marks a significant
step by the Laotian government towards bolstering the
nation's financial system and fostering economic
stability. This new central bank subsidiary, tasked with
managing the country's gold reserves and foreign
exchange, is strategically positioned to address
pressing economic challenges and enhance financial
liquidity.

The Lao Bullion Bank's core function revolves around
buying and selling gold on the international market.
This strategy aims to accumulate gold reserves,
thereby stabilizing the value of the Lao Kip, the
national currency. In recent years, Laos has grappled
with a trade deficit and currency depreciation, leading
to a decline in foreign exchange reserves.
Strengthening these reserves provides a vital buffer
against external economic shocks, improving the
country's creditworthiness in international markets.

The Lao Bullion Bank's activities are expected to
generate positive spillover effects across the Laotian
economy. Increased gold reserves and a more stable
exchange rate can contribute to enhanced investor
confidence and stimulate foreign direct investment
(FDI). This influx of capital has the potential to spur
economic growth, create new job opportunities, and
unlock further development prospects. [Nation
Thailand] [The Star]

Malaysia: Media Council Bill set to be
tabled in parliament
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(oc) The Malaysian Media Council Bill has received
Cabinet approval and will be tabled in Parliament this
week, according to Communications Minister Fahmi
Fadzil. He called the development a significant
milestone for Malaysia's media landscape and
expressed optimism about its progress.

Fahmi noted that if time allows, the Bill could be
debated and proceed to its second reading during the
current parliamentary session; otherwise, it will move
forward in the next session.

The proposed Bill will establish a Media Council to
serve as a regulatory body for the media industry. The
council will be responsible for safeguarding the sector
and its stakeholders, as well as developing a code of
ethics and guidelines for the practice and reporting of
journalism.

The draft of the Bill was submitted to the Attorney-
General's Chambers for final review in October,
following calls from media groups for a regulatory
body to safeguard press freedom and uphold ethical
journalism standards. [The Star] [Bernama]

Malaysia: No applications from ex-UMNO
members to rejoin

(ga) United Malays National Organisation (UMNO)
President and Malaysian Deputy Prime Minister Dr.
Ahmad Zahid confirmed that no applications have
been received from former party members seeking to
rejoin UMNO. He stated that any such applications, if
submitted, would be reviewed by the Management
Committee and presented at the next UMNO Supreme
Council meeting, expected in January or February
2024.

In related developments, the UMNO Supreme Council
recently lifted the suspension of former Pasir Salak MP
Tajuddin Abdul Rahman, effective November 25, in
accordance the party constitution. Tajuddin had been
suspended for six years starting in September 2022 for
publicly criticizing UMNO. [Bernama] [Sinar Daily]

UMNO allows former members to apply for re-entry to
the party as part of an ongoing effort to revive its ranks
and strengthen its position within Malaysian politics.
This practice is generally open to former members who
had either left or been suspended, as long as their
applications meet the party's criteria. [Malaysia Today]
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Malaysia: Prime minister announces USD
11 million for Penang Silicon Design
Initiative

(oc) Prime Minister Anwar Ibrahim has announced USD
11 million will be allocated for the Penang Silicon
Design initiative. This project aims at boosting
economic growth via an integrated circuit design
industry within the state.

Anwar announced this at the Silicon Research and
Incubation Space on December 7. At the event a
memorandum of understanding was signed between
InvestPenang and Silicon Design partners. [Malay Mail]

Malaysia: Three suspects killed in
Penampang police shootout

(ga) Three suspects were killed in a shootout with
police in Beverly Hills, Penampang, Sabah, on
December 3 evening. Sabah Criminal Investigation
Department (CID) Chief Azmi Abdul Rahim stated that
the suspects were linked to various criminal activities,
including a murder case in Sarawak.

Acting on a tip-off, a team from the CID's D9 unit at the
Sabah Police Contingent Headquarters raided an
apartment on the first floor. The suspects engaged in a
gunfight with the raiding team, resulting in their
deaths. Preliminary investigations confirm their
involvement in multiple criminal cases. [The Star]
[Bernama 1]

A fourth armed suspect was killed in a shootout with
police in Inanam, Kota Kinabalu, Sabah, on December
5 afternoon. Azmi confirmed the 59-year-old suspect
was an accomplice of the three criminals. Acting on
intelligence, police raided a room in Inanam, where the
suspect fired at the officers, prompting them to return
fire in self-defense. The suspect was pronounced dead
at the scene.

With the elimination of the fourth suspect, authorities
believe the gang, implicated in several criminal
activities, including murder cases in Sarawak, has been
neutralized. [Bernama 2]

Malaysia: Married couple plead guilty to
possessing Daesh-related materials
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(ga) A married couple pleaded guilty in separate High
Courts in Kuala Lumpur to charges of possessing
materials related to the Daesh terrorist group.

The husband admitted to possessing one video
recording, ten video clips, and five screenshots related
to Daesh on his mobile phone on May 30 at a premise
in Johor Bahru. He was charged under the Penal Code,
which carries a maximum penalty of seven years
imprisonment or a fine. His sentencing is set for
December 11.

His wife pleaded guilty to three charges of possessing
Daesh-related materials on her mobile phone and
laptop on the same day. She faces similar penalties.
However, she pleaded not guilty to two additional
charges of supporting Daesh via Facebook accounts,
allegedly committed on May 27. These charges carry a
maximum sentence of 40 years imprisonment or a
fine. Her sentencing for the possession charges is
scheduled for January 9, 2025. [Bernama]

Malaysia: Home Ministry intensifies
efforts to rehabilitate GISBH followers
and monitor activities

(ga) The Ministry of Home Affairs (MOHA) is increasing
efforts to rehabilitate followers of GISB Holdings Sdn
Bhd (GISBH) to prevent their return to deviant
teachings prohibited by religious authorities. Home
Minister Saifuddin Nasution stated that Prime Minister
Anwar Ibrahim had instructed MOHA to adopt a
consistent and systematic approach, moving beyond
seasonal measures.

Saifuddin highlighted that GISBH followers are
returning to these beliefs mainly through online
platforms, prompting collaboration between the
national police (PDRM) and the Malaysian
Communications and Multimedia Commission (MCMC)
to monitor their online activities.

Regarding children associated with GISBH followers,
most have been reunited with their parents or
guardians, with 130 children still unclaimed after being
rescued from charity homes linked to GISBH. Since the
beginning of Operation Global in September, 415
individuals, including top management of GISBH, have
been detained, and 625 victims, ranging from two
months to 28 years old, have been rescued.
Investigations have led to several prosecutions.
[Bernama]
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GISBH is currently under investigation as an organized
criminal group. The charges include child sexual
exploitation, physical abuse, human trafficking, and
links to banned religious teachings. [Malay Mail]

Malaysia: Government confirms no
identity card data breach after allegations
of leaked information

(ga) The National Registration Department (JPN) has
confirmed there is no evidence of an identity card
(MyKad) data breach or any suspicious transactions in
its system. In a statement, JPN assured the public that
its investigation, in collaboration with the National
Cyber Security Agency (NACSA) and the police, found
no such incidents.

NACSA's preliminary analysis also suggested that
recent allegations of a data leak, reportedly involving
17 million Malaysians’ MyKad details, were
unsubstantiated. Royal Malaysia Police Headquarters'
Commercial Crime Investigation Department added
that no formal reports of a breach had been filed, but
investigations would continue to verify the claims.
[Bernama] [New Straits Times]

Malaysia: Border control agency to
assume full control of national entry
points by January 2026

(ga) The Malaysian Border Control and Protection
Agency (AKPS) is set to take over operations at all 114
national entry points by January 2026. This
announcement was made by Deputy Home Minister
Dr. Shamsul Anuar during a Dewan Rakyat session on
December 5.

AKPS will begin its operations on February 1, 2025, at
22 entry points, with the Immigration, Customs,
Quarantine, and Security Complex (ICQS) in Rantau
Panjang, Kelantan, being the pilot location. The agency
responsible for integrated control and inspection at
land, sea, and air entry points, is in the process of
expanding its staffing as part of its preparations.
[Bernama]

Myanmar: MNDAA advocates for ceasefire
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(nf) The Myanmar National Democratic Alliance Army
(MNDAA) has announced an immediate unilateral
ceasefire to protect civilians and stabilize the China-
Myanmar border. Reiterating its commitment to
resolving conflicts through dialogue, the MNDAA called
for an end to all junta military offensives, including
ground and air attacks, as a precursor to meaningful
political discussions. In a December 3 statement, the
group pledged to send a high-level delegation from its
political wing, the Myanmar National Truth and Justice
Party, to participate in peace talks mediated by China.

The announcement follows the MNDAA's clarification
of its objectives, emphasizing its pursuit of genuine
autonomy within Myanmar rather than independence.
Weeks earlier, its ally in the Three Brothers Alliance,
the Ta'ang National Liberation Army (TNLA), also
declared a ceasefire through Chinese mediation. The
alliance, which includes the Arakan Army, expressed
willingness to engage in dialogue while reserving the
right to self-defense.

However, the junta's recent actions, including a
November 30 airstrike on a TNLA-controlled town that
killed tem civilians, cast doubt on its willingness to
reciprocate. Reports of MNDAA leader Peng Daxun
being detained in China for medical treatment,
coupled with Beijing's efforts to close border trade
crossings and cut supplies to the MNDAA, highlight
China's significant influence over the situation.
[Mizzima] [Irrawaddy News] [Radio Free Asia]

The Chinese foreign ministry welcomed the MNDAA's
ceasefire announcement and reiterated Beijing's
support for peaceful resolutions while guaranteeing
protection for its projects and the security of its border
regions.

China, which has significant economic and strategic
interests in Myanmar, has pressed all sides for
negotiations while ensuring stability on its border. In
light of the continuing violence and mutual distrust
among the parties involved, however, the sustainability
of this ceasefire and any future peace talks is being
called into question. [Narinjara News]

Myanmar: Junta holds talks on federalism
and constitutional reforms with political
parties

(sc) The National Solidarity and Peacemaking
Negotiation Committee (NSPNC) held a two-day
meeting with representatives from 51 registered
political parties in Nay Pyi Taw on December 5-6.
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Chaired by junta appointed Union Minister for Border
Affairs Lt-Gen Tun Tun Naung, the discussions
centered on adopting a federal democratic system
tailored to Myanmar's needs, amending the 2008
Constitution, and ensuring a free and fair multi-party
election. Lt-Gen Tun Tun Naung emphasized fostering
unity by addressing divisions caused by regionalism
and racism, while promoting Union spirit and national
cohesion. Delegates also examined the Nationwide
Ceasefire Agreement (NCA) and peace-building efforts.
[Myanmar International TV Channel]

Political representatives shared insights from a recent
constitutional dialogue visit to India, discussing federal
restructuring, power-sharing, and governance models
under India's Constitution. Attendees raised questions
and shared perspectives on constitutional
amendments, security, and election processes. NSPNC
Secretary Lt-Gen Min Naing and other officials clarified
the committee’s proposals and findings, incorporating
recommendations from the parties. The meeting
concluded with a commitment to continue discussions
on constitutional reforms and democratic elections
while prioritizing citizen voting rights and national
stability. [Myanmar International TV Channel]

Myanmar: Ethnic rebel group conducts
public trials and executions in Shan State

(tl) Myanmar ethnic Kokang rebel group known as the
Myanmar National Democratic Alliance Army (MNDAA),
publicly executed six individuals on December 5 after
convicting them of crimes, including murder, in a
staged trial in Laukkai Township, Shan State. The event
was filmed and shared online, featured the accused in
blue jumpsuits as crimes were announced in Mandarin
Chinese, followed by their parade through the
township before being taken to an execution site.

The six were among 14 individuals tried, with the
remaining eight sentenced to 10 to 20 years in prison.
The MNDAA justified the executions as lawful, but legal
experts condemned the lack of appeals and public
executions, which contradict Myanmar's legal
framework. Critics also noted Chinese legal influences
on the Kokang region's governance.[Radio Free Asia]
[Daily Sabah][Nation Thailand][The Star]

Myanmar: Prominent Saffron Revolution
Monk Sayadaw Panyajota detained
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(anl) The military junta has detained Sayadaw
Panyajota, a prominent Buddhist monk and leader of
the 2007 Saffron Revolution. On November 13,
plainclothes military officers arrested him in Yangon,
while he was traveling to a monastery in Mingaladon
Township for an ordination hall ceremony.

Sources report that Panyajota, a U.S. citizen, is being
held in Yangon's Insein Prison and is facing multiple
charges under the Anti-Terrorism Act and the
Telecommunications Act.

Monk Thavara, another key figure from the 2007
Saffron Revolution, revealed that authorities suspect
Panyajota of supporting revolutionary forces and have
scrutinized his bank accounts during interrogation.
However, no evidence of physical abuse during his
detention has been reported.

Concerns have been raised about Panyajota’s health,
as the 64-year-old monk suffers from stage 3 diabetes,
requiring regular medical care. In response, the U.S.
embassy is reportedly coordinating the delivery of
essential medical supplies to the prison. [Mizzima]

Myanmar: Kyaukphyu Township residents
struggle with severe shortages of
essentials amid military blockades

(anl) Residents of Kyaukphyu Township in Rakhine
State are facing severe food and medicine shortages
due to a military blockade imposed by the junta. Since
the Arakan Army (AA) launched offensives against the
military late last year, the town, home to a Chinese-
invested Special Economic Zone and strategic oil and
gas pipelines, has been under military control and
blockade. While the AA has seized 12 of the 17 towns
in Rakhine State, Kyaukphyu remains a critical
stronghold for the junta, driven by its political and
economic significance.

Aresident reported severe shortages of essentials
such as rice, onions, oil, medicine, and gasoline. People
are forced to queue for long hours in markets, and the
prices of staples like rice and oil have surged to ten
times. Additionally, gasoline prices have skyrocketed to
MMK 35,000 (17 USD) per liter, leaving roads empty of
motorcycles and cars, with bicycles becoming the
primary mode of transportation for short trips.

Despite the absence of active clashes in Kyaukphyu,
the military has currently reinforced its presence and
tightened security. According to a member of a local
civil society organization, residents face heavy
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restrictions on their movement and livelihoods due to
frequent stops, arrests, and interrogations for those
suspected of ties to the AA. [Irrawaddy]

Myanmar: Civil Society urges removal of
Human Rights Commission from GANHRI

(anl) On December 9, civil society groups called on the
Global Alliance of National Human Rights Institutions
(GANHRI) to revoke the accreditation of the junta-
controlled Myanmar National Human Rights
Commission (MNHRC) and expel it from the GANHRI
platform. They also urged the removal or suspension
of MNHRC from affiliated regional networks, including
the Asia Pacific Forum (APF) and the Southeast Asia
National Human Rights Institution Forum (SEANF).

Khin Ohmar, Chairperson of Progressive Voice,
criticized the MNHRC for its failure to address military-
perpetrated crimes, including genocide against the
Rohingya, war crimes, and crimes against humanity
across country over the past decade and continuing to
the present, and supported its removal from GANHRI.
Mary Aileen Bacalso, Executive Director of FORUM-
ASIA, emphasized the urgency of revoking MNHRC's
accreditation to prevent further delays in achieving
accountability and justice in Myanmar. Additionally, Bo
Bo, Executive Director of Generation Wave, described
the decision to remove the MNHRC as a principled step
forward and a reaffirmation of GANHRI's mandate to
uphold and promote human rights. [Mizzima]

Myanmar: Junta escalates digital
repression, arrests 1,800 for online
resistance

(sc) Since initiating a crackdown on dissent nearly three
years ago, Myanmar's junta has arrested more than
1,800 people for online criticism and support for the
resistance movement, according to a recent report by
Data for Myanmar. Among those arrested from
February 2022 to October 2024, 657 were women. The
regime has weaponized internet shutdowns, social
media restrictions, and extensive online surveillance to
monitor and punish dissent. Individuals have faced
arrest, property confiscation, and forced displacement,
with pro-military Telegram channels facilitating doxing
to target critics. This year alone, 351 people were
detained for social media activity, with Yangon and
Mandalay identified as hotspots. [The Irrawaddy]
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The junta’s measures include phone inspections at
checkpoints and prosecutions under broad laws like
the Anti-Terrorism Law and the Electronic
Communications Act. Freedom House recently ranked
Myanmar and China as having the world’s worst
internet freedom. Data for Myanmar has urged citizens
to adopt security precautions, such as using “clean”
phones while traveling, and called on organizations to
safeguard freedom of expression and protect personal
data. As repression deepens, digital platforms have
become a critical battleground for resisting the
regime’s authoritarian grip. [The Irrawaddy]

Myanmar: Escalating conflict leaves
millions of children and families in crisis

(anl) On December 5, UNICEF reported that the
situation for children and families in Myanmar
continues to worsen due to escalating conflict, which
has displaced 3.4 million people. Access to critical life-
saving services has significantly decreased, leaving
vulnerable children and pregnant women struggling to
access basic healthcare amidst violence and logistical
challenges. The report highlights an urgent need for
humanitarian aid, estimating that 19.9 million people,
including 6.4 million children, will require assistance in
2025. [Mizzima]

Myanmar: Military junta leader admits to
discrepancies in recent economic data

(nf) Senior General Min Aung Hlaing, the head of the
junta in Myanmar, has admitted to the differences in
the economic data presented by different ministries.
He pointed out at a government meeting in Naypyitaw
on December 3 that wrong statistics have hindered
effective economic planning and warned that wrong
data would lead to faulty plans. He cited the export
data for agricultural produce like rice and cotton as
examples of discrepancies between declared surpluses
and exports actually made.

Despite the junta's claims of surplus agricultural
production and exports, farmers face a myriad of
challenges, including labor shortages, rising costs, and
weather-related losses, all of which threaten
production volumes. The Myanmar Economic Monitor,
issued by the World Bank in June 2024, also pointed to
significant economic constraints, such as escalating
conflict, a weakening value of the Kyat, and overall
macroeconomic instability.
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As the cost of living is increasing, Min Aung Hlaing
called on businesspeople to sell basic commodities at
reasonable profit levels to reduce the financial burden
of the people. He also urged for doubling the efforts in
production and export to earn the much-needed
foreign exchange.

Though Myanmar saw high rice export volume in
October and November, attaining these goals might be
thwarted by the ongoing agricultural and economic
challenges. [Mizzima] [Myanmar Now] [Burmese News
International]

Myanmar: Arakan Army seizes strategic
towns in Ann, targets military command
headquarters

(anl) The Arakan Army (AA) has reportedly seized
control of both the old town of Ann, Rakhine State,
which houses Ann Airport, and the new town of Ann,
home to key administrative offices.

Since November 14, the AA has intensified attacks,
captured multiple military bases and consolidating its
control. A military source confirmed that the Myanmar
Military Council now retains control only of the
Western Military Command in Ann, Rakhine State.

On December 3, the AA launched an offensive against
this command, engaging in heavy fighting despite
airstrikes from the military. Local reports indicate the
AAis focused on capturing the command
headquarters on Ann's southern side. The AA’s
ultimate goal is the complete removal of military
council forces to achieve full control of Rakhine State,
marking a significant turning point in the region’s
conflict. [Mizzima]

Myanmar: Chinland Council seizes key
junta outpost on strategic Timit plain

(anl) The Chinland Council (CC) announced that it
seized the last junta outpost on the strategic Timit
Plain, located between Chin State's capital, Hakha, and
Thantlang, on December 8, after a two-week offensive.
CC forces, led by the Chin National Army (CNA), the
armed wing of the Chin National Front (CNF), launched
"Operation Jericho" in late November to capture the
area.
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Now, CC forces hold a critical position with control of
all seven junta outposts between Hakha and
Thantlang. The capture of Timit Plain provides a
strategic platform for launching attacks on Hakha,
which remains under junta control, and enables the CC
to disrupt the junta's supply and reinforcement routes
to Thantlang. [Irrawaddy]

Myanmar: Arakan Army seizes control of
Myanmar-Bangladesh border

(anl) The Arakan Army (AA) has gained full control of
Myanmar's 270-kilometer border with Bangladesh
after seizing Maungdaw Township. Following months
of fighting, the AA captured the junta’s last border
stronghold, Border Guard Police Battalion No. 5,
located near Maungdaw town, on December 8.

During the offensive, the AA attacked regime forces
and allied Rohingya militias, including the Arakan
Rohingya Army (ARA), Arakan Rohingya Salvation Army
(ARSA), and Rohingya Solidarity Organization (RSO), as
they retreated from the base. Local media reported
that the AA also captured Brigadier General Thurein
Tun, commander of Military Operation Command 15,
along with other regime troops and 80 Rohingya
insurgents.

The AA launched its Maungdaw offensive in late May,
securing the township after six months of conflict. The
group now claims control over all three Myanmar
townships bordering Bangladesh including Maungdaw
and Buthidaung in Rakhine State, and Paletwa in Chin
State, which also borders India. A military analyst
observing the conflict suggested that restoring trade
with Bangladesh could alleviate the hardships faced by
residents of western Myanmar. The analyst also
emphasized the importance of meaningful dialogue
between the Bangladesh government and the Arakan
Army to address the complex Rohingya issue in
Rakhine State. [Irrawaddy] [The Diplomat]

Myanmar: KIA seizes junta stronghold in
escalating clashes in Kachin state

(sc) On December 6, the Kachin Independence Army
(KIA) has reportedly captured Myanmar regime
positions and government offices in Bhamo town, a
key junta power base in Kachin State, according to
local media. The KIA launched coordinated attacks on
regime positions in Bhamo and Mansi town on
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Wednesday, seizing strategic sites, including the
Infantry Battalion 236 base and areas near the
Computer University. Clashes continued around the
Military Operation Command 21 base and a golf
course on Friday. Resistance forces also destroyed two
tanks during the fighting, although junta airstrikes

have targeted KIA positions. Tragically, around 20
civilians were reportedly killed by explosives, and many
residents remain trapped in the conflict zone. [The 74
Media] [The Irrawaddy]

Despite Chinese pressure to de-escalate, the KIA and
its allies have gained control over significant territory
in Kachin State, including four of the five townships in
Special Region 1 and several areas along the Chinese
border. The KIA, working alongside People’s Defense
Forces under the civilian National Unity Government,
has seized about 10 towns in Kachin State and six in
northern Sagaing and Shan states. These
developments underscore the intensifying conflict as
resistance forces push to weaken the regime’s control
across northern Myanmar. [The Irrawaddy]

Myanmar: Junta airstrikes kill 38 civilians

(nf) In November, regime airstrikes against civilian
areas under its control in northern Shan State and
northern Mandalay Region killed 38 civilians and
injured 70 others, including children and monks,
according to ethnic armed group Ta'ang National
Liberation Army (TNLA). The bombardments destroyed
130 homes and caused further devastation among the
communities.

In northern Mandalay Region, a junta aircraft bombed
the ruby town of Mogoke on November 11 killing nine
civilians and injuring 13. On the following day, an
airstrike on a tea shop in northern Shan State's
Nawnghkio killed 11 and injured 11 more.

The attacks escalated after junta chief Min Aung Hlaing
returned from the 8th Greater Mekong Subregion
Economic Cooperation Summit in China. Beijing has
leaned on the TNLA to end hostilities, shutting border
trade crossings to northern Shan State and detaining
an allied leader of the Myanmar National Democratic
Alliance Army. The TNLA, under the Brotherhood
Alliance, launched a major offensive known as
Operation 1027 and has successfully freed most of
northern Shan State, including Lashio, its capital. It said
the aerial bombardments have been targeting civilians
intentionally and resulted in an immense loss of life,
damage to property, and economic devastation among
residents. [Irrawaddy News]
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Myanmar: Over 6 million meth tablets and
440 grams of heroin seized in Mandalay
region

(nf) On November 22, the Myanmar Police Force did a
record seizure of drugs in Mandalay Region with
seizure of more than 6.1 million stimulant tablets and
440 grams of heroin worth over MMK 9.1 billion (USD
4.3 million)

Following a tip-off, a combined Anti-Narcotic Unit
arrested Kyaw Thu Lwin (aka Mon Chay) together with
60,000 stimulant tablets on his motorcycle in
Patheingyi Township. Further investigation uncovered
6.04 million more stimulant tablets in a rented house
in Aung Mingala Ward 1 and 440 grams of heroin at a
hotel room in Mandalay.

Later, the police arrested another suspect, Aung Khine
Min. The suspects have been taken to court, and
further investigations are underway to unravel the
whole network. [Myanmar International Television]
[The Global New Light of Myanmar] [Eleven News
Myanmar]

Philippines: Investigations into Vice
President Duterte's misuse of confidential
funds finds discrepancies in beneficiary
records

rv/Im) The investigation into the alleged misuse of
confidential funds (CFs) by Vice President Sara
Duterte’s office and the Department of Education
(DepEd) under her leadership has uncovered
significant discrepancies, with the Philippine Statistics
Authority (PSA) revealing that numerous names listed
in acknowledgment receipts for fund disbursements
do not exist in their records. The findings have raised
concerns about potential fraud, misuse of public funds,
and the integrity of financial reporting in the Office of
the Vice President (OVP) and DepEd.

Discrepancies in fund records and investigation details

During the ongoing inquiry by the House of
Representatives Committee on Good Government and
Public Accountability, the PSA confirmed that 400
individuals listed in the acknowledgment receipts for
DepEd's CFs have no record in the national civil
registry. Manila Representative Joel Chua, who chairs
the committee, shared that of 677 names submitted
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for verification, 405 were confirmed to be non-existent,
meaning these individuals could not be found in birth
certificate records. This revelation adds weight to the
investigation into alleged irregularities surrounding the
disbursement of public funds. [Inquirer.net 1]
[Inquirer.net 2] [Inquirer.net 3]

Potential legal consequences and political implications

The ongoing investigation has significant political
implications. Several OVP and Dep€Ed officials, including
Special Disbursing Officers (SDOs) Gina Acosta and
Edward Fajarda, have admitted to disbursing millions
of pesos in CFs. Acosta reportedly encashed PHP 125
million (approximately USD 2.19 million) per quarter
between late 2022 and 2023, while Fajarda disbursed
PHP 37.5 million (approximately USD 664,000) per
quarter in 2023. The committee found that these funds
were not properly documented, violating strict
accounting regulations set by the Commission on Audit
(COA) and the Department of Budget and Management
(DBM).

As part of the investigation, lawmakers have raised the
possibility of plunder charges against officials involved
in the misuse of CFs, including Vice President Duterte
herself. Rep. Romeo Acop of Antipolo and Rep. Gerville
Luistro of Batangas have pointed to potential criminal
offenses, including perjury, bribery, and technical
malversation. Luistro also flagged the possibility of
plunder charges due to the scale of the alleged misuse,
while Rep. Jil Bongalon highlighted the charge of
technical malversation, which applies when public
funds are used for unintended purposes. [Inquirer.net
4]

The investigation could also lead to impeachment
complaints against Duterte, particularly over the
alleged misuse of confidential funds for purposes
unrelated to intelligence or national security. Two
impeachment complaints have already been filed by
civil society organizations and the group Bayan,
accusing Duterte of misusing public funds and
threatening key government officials. [Al Jazeera]

Committee recommendations and potential legislative
changes

As the House committee wraps up its investigation, it is
expected to recommend several legislative changes,
including stricter guidelines on the allocation and
oversight of CFs. These recommendations could
include measures to lift the confidential status of funds
for proper accounting, as well as proposals to limit the
allocation of CFs to agencies directly involved in
intelligence-gathering, national security, and law
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enforcement. The committee is also likely to call for the
imposition of stricter qualifications and responsibilities
for special disbursing officers (SDOs) to prevent similar
irregularities in the future. [Inquirer.net 5]

In the meantime, the House panel is continuing to
scrutinize the disbursements of CFs, with the PSA
verifying over 2,000 names linked to the OVP's CF
receipts. With Vice President Duterte's office having a
larger CF allocation than DepEd, the scrutiny of these
records is expected to yield further findings in the
coming weeks. [Inquirer.net 6]

Concerns over impeachment proceedings and legislative
priorities

Amid the investigation, concerns have been raised over
the potential disruption of the legislative agenda due
to the focus on impeachment proceedings. Senate
leaders, including Senate President Pro Tempore
Jinggoy Estrada, have expressed concerns that the
anticipated volume of documents and hearings related
to impeachment could delay priority bills. Senate
discussions may shift focus from legislative priorities to
impeachment proceedings, with some lawmakers
warning that time may not be sufficient to address the
issue before Congress adjourns for the year.

Philippines: Vice President Duterte to skip
NBI probe into death threats

(Im) Philippines’ Vice President Sara Duterte has
announced that she will not attend the National
Bureau of Investigation (NBI) probe into her alleged
death threat against President Ferdinand Marcos Jr.,
which is scheduled for December 11. Duterte
previously requested to reschedule the NBI's initial
summons, and now cites her office's Thanksgiving
activities and a wake in Davao City as reasons for her
absence.

The investigation stems from comments Duterte made
in late November 2024, where she stated that she had
instructed for President Marcos, his wife, and House
Speaker Martin Romualdez to be killed in retaliation if
she herself were to be assassinated. These remarks
have caused a rift between the Marcos and Duterte
families, escalating tensions between the two political
clans. Duterte has since clarified that her statements
were made in the context of her own safety concerns
and were not meant to be taken literally.

Amid the ongoing investigation, Duterte is also facing
impeachment complaints and criminal charges,
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including grave coercion, direct assault, and
disobedience, filed by the Philippine National Police.
Despite these challenges, Duterte welcomed the
impeachment case, stating it would give her an
opportunity to address the accusations against her in a
formal setting. Additionally, she faces disbarment
complaints following a controversial statement about
ordering the killing of Marcos and others in case she is
killed. [Inquirer.net]

Philippines: Senate leaders dismiss
rumors of coup against Escudero

(Im) Rumors of a possible Senate shakeup, centered on
an alleged coup against Senate President Francis "Chiz"
Escudero, have emerged once again, amid discussions
of impeachment attempts against Vice President Sara
Duterte. Several senators, including Deputy Majority
Leader JV Ejercito, denied the claims, asserting that
Escudero's leadership remains strong. Ejercito
dismissed the rumors as "CHIZmis," highlighting that
senators are generally satisfied with Escudero's
performance and accomplishments.

Senator Cynthia Villar also refuted the rumors, jokingly
questioning if she could take on the role of Senate
President at this late stage of the session. Senate
President Pro Tempore Jinggoy Estrada expressed his
unwavering support for Escudero, stating that no one
had approached him regarding a resolution for his
ouster. Estrada also remarked that, if the
impeachment reaches the Senate, having a lawyer like
Escudero presiding would be a "blessing in disguise."

Senator Bato dela Rosa, although acknowledging his
close friendship with Villar, stated he had not heard
any credible information about a leadership change
and emphasized that he saw no reason for such a
move. Meanwhile, Senator Alan Peter Cayetano
revealed that there were discussions of an ouster
attempt about four to five weeks ago, but denied
further details on the matter.

Escudero himself remained unruffled, stating that
rumors are just that until something concrete occurs,
and he prefers to focus on his work as Senate
President. This is not the first time Escudero's
leadership has been the subject of ouster rumors,
which also surfaced in May. [Inquirer.net]
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Philippines: Senate, House agree to ‘open
bicam’ to reconcile 2025 national budget

(Im) Members of the conference committee tasked
with reconciling conflicting provisions of the 2025
national budget have agreed to conduct an “open
bicam,” where discussions will take place publicly to
address changes made to the budget, as confirmed by
Senator Grace Poe on December 9.

The conference committee, which includes members
from both the Senate and the House of
Representatives, first convened on November 28 to
discuss the discrepancies in House Bill No. 10800, also
known as the 2025 General Appropriations Bill. The
committee plans to openly discuss contentious issues,
including the slashed budget for the Office of the Vice
President (OVP) and the controversial Ayuda sa Kapos
ang Kita Program (AKAP).

The AKAP program, which focuses on providing
financial assistance to individuals who are
economically disadvantaged, had a significant
allocation of PHP 39 billion (USD 663.63 million) in the
House's version of the budget. This provision was later
removed in the Senate's version, prompting further
debate.

The proposed 2025 national budget is set to increase
by 10.1 percent compared to the current PHP 5.768
trillion (USD 98.45 billion), with priorities including
social services, health, education, jobs, technology, and
infrastructure. [Inquirer.net]

Philippines: Government’s confidential,
intelligence spending in 2023 exceeds USD
180 million

(Im) In 2023, the Philippine government hit a historic
milestone, surpassing PHP 10 billion (USD 180 million)
in total spending on confidential and intelligence
funds. The Commission on Audit (COA) reported that
national government agencies allocated a total of PHP
10.443 billion (USD 188 million) for these purposes,
marking the first time such expenditures exceeded the
PHP 10 billion threshold. This total includes PHP 6.028
billion (USD 108.5 million) for intelligence expenses
and PHP 4.415 billion (USD 79 million) for confidential
funds, with an increase of PHP 685.65 million (USD
12.3 million) from 2022.

The Office of the President (OP), under President
Ferdinand Marcos Jr., was the largest spender,


https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-svyktt-l-jkk/

allocating PHP 2.25 billion (USD 40.5 million) for
confidential funds and PHP 2.31 billion (USD 41.6
million) for intelligence, bringing its total to PHP 4.57
billion (USD 77.8 million). This amount is slightly higher
than the PHP 4.5 billion (USD 76.5 million) spent in
2022. Of this, over PHP 10 million (USD 170,000) was
spent on extraordinary and miscellaneous expenses,
which cover incidental costs related to official
functions.

The COA also clarified the purpose of these funds.
Confidential funds are used primarily for surveillance
activities across civilian government agencies to
support their operations, while intelligence funds are
allocated for information gathering related to national
security. Extraordinary expenses are meant for
incidental costs tied to official functions.

Other key users of confidential and intelligence funds
in 2023 included the General Headquarters of the
Armed Forces of the Philippines (GHQ-AFP), which
spent PHP 1.735 billion (USD 31.3 million), the
Philippine National Police (PNP) with PHP 936.6 million
(USD 16.9 million), the National Intelligence
Coordinating Agency (NICA) with PHP 444 million (USD
8 million), and the Philippine Army with PHP 444
million (USD 8 million).

In addition to the OP, the Office of the Vice President
(OVP) spent PHP 375 million (USD 6.4 million) on
confidential expenses in 2023, nearly triple the amount
allocated in 2022.

Despite the extensive use of these funds, the two
Houses of Congress were not allocated any
confidential or intelligence funds in 2023. [Inquirer.net]
[Rappler]

Philippines: Bar exam scores are sensitive
personal information, Supreme Court
rules

(Im) The Supreme Court (SC) of the Philippines ruled on
December 9 that Bar exam scores are considered
sensitive personal information and cannot be disclosed
without the consent of the examinees, in accordance
with the Data Privacy Act. This ruling stems from Bar
Matter No. 4968, which outlines the guidelines for law
schools requesting Bar exam scores.

Under these guidelines, the SC may approve requests
from law schools for Bar exam scores only if the data is
aggregated, anonymized, or averaged in a way that
does not identify individual exam takers. The Supreme
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Court's Public Information Office (P1O) clarified that
permissible data includes information like the
percentage of law school graduates within specific
score ranges, average scores per Bar subject, and
anonymized individual scores that do not reveal
personal identifiers.

These requests must be signed by the dean or
equivalent official of the law school, and must serve a
legitimate purpose such as assessing and improving
law programs and preparing for future Bar exams. The
Office of the Bar Confidant is responsible for reviewing
such requests.

The SC is scheduled to release the results of the 2024
Bar examination on December 13. [Inquirer.net]

Philippines: Marcos signs laws to support
calamity-hit families, students, and
mental health programs

(rv) President Ferdinand Marcos Jr. signed two new
laws on December 6, aimed at increasing government
assistance to families and students affected by natural
disasters. The Ligtas Pinoy Centers Act mandates the
establishment of climate-resilient evacuation centers
to provide safer shelters for individuals and families
during calamities. Marcos emphasized the importance
of these facilities in ensuring a quick and effective
disaster response.

Additionally, the Student Loan Payment Moratorium
During Disasters and Emergencies Act suspends student
loan payments and penalties during and after
disasters, offering financial relief to affected students.
Marcos highlighted the law's role in alleviating financial
burdens, allowing students to focus on their education
without the worry of loan repayments during difficult
times.

The Commission on Higher Education and the
Technical Education and Skills Development Authority
have been tasked with ensuring comprehensive
support for students facing financial challenges.
[Inquirer.net 1]

On December 9, Marcos also signed Republic Act No.
12080, the Basic Education Mental Health and Well-Being
Promotion Act, which requires the implementation of
mental health programs in all public and private
schools. This law creates new school counselor
positions, establishes mental health Care Centers in
schools, and sets up a Mental Health and Well-Being
Office in each school division to ensure the law's
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effective execution. This initiative builds on the Mental
Health Act (Republic Act No. 11036), previously
highlighted by Senator Risa Hontiveros for its role in
addressing mental health challenges within the
education system. [Inquirer.net 2]

Philippines: American viogger presumed
dead after abduction

(Im) Elliot Eastman, an American vlogger from
Vermont, is presumed dead after being abducted on
October 17 in Sibuco, Mindanao, according to
Philippine police. A witness reported that Eastman was
shot twice by his captors during the abduction and his
body was thrown overboard. While his body has not
been found, authorities believe he is deceased based
on available evidence.

Several arrests have been made in connection with the
case, and three suspects were killed in a gunfight with
police last month. Authorities are working to verify the
witness's account and bring those responsible to
justice. The incident occurred in Mindanao, an area
known for insurgent activity, although authorities have
indicated that this case is not linked to Muslim rebels.
[CBS News] [CNN]

Philippines: Lawmaker pushes for urgency
in adopting nuclear power

(rv) Pangasinan 2nd District Representative Mark
Cojuangco, a long-time advocate for nuclear energy,
has called for urgent action to integrate nuclear power
into the Philippines' energy mix. Speaking at a press
conference on December 6, Cojuangco emphasized
that nuclear energy could reduce the country’s reliance
on costly fossil fuels like coal and liquid natural gas
(LNG), addressing both economic and environmental
concerns.

Cojuangco highlighted the high energy density of
nuclear power, explaining that just a small amount of
uranium can generate massive amounts of energy with
minimal waste. He pointed out that coal and LNG
currently supply most of the country’s energy, with
coal accounting for 61.9 percent and LNG 12.4 percent
of energy needs as of 2023. However, much of the coal
is imported, driving up energy prices. The impending
depletion of the Malampaya gas field, the country's
largest LNG source, further underlines the need for
alternative energy sources.
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Cojuangco noted that the Philippines already has
nuclear infrastructure, including the Bataan Nuclear
Power Plant, which could be leveraged to partner with
companies like Korea Hydro & Nuclear Power (KNHP)
to build new nuclear plants at minimal taxpayer cost.
He emphasized that South Korean companies,
including Hyundai, Daewoo, and Doosan, are eager to
help the Philippines develop nuclear energy
capabilities, with local civil works costs being a
significant part of the overall expense.

The lawmaker estimated that nuclear energy could
save the Philippines up to PHP1 trillion in energy costs
by producing 6,000 megawatts of nuclear power.
Cojuangco also cited nuclear power as the safest
energy source, with far fewer fatalities per terawatt-
hour (TWh) than coal, oil, LNG, and even renewable
sources like wind and solar power. [PNA]

Philippines: President Marcos Jr. signs bill
allowing DA to declare rice emergency
amid shortage, price hikes

(Im) President Ferdinand Marcos Jr. signed a bill on
December 9, amending the Agricultural Tariffication
Act to give the Department of Agriculture (DA) the
authority to declare a food security emergency in
response to rice shortages or significant price
increases. The law also empowers the DA to sell rice
buffer stocks and import rice during crises.

Additionally, the law extends the Rice Competitiveness
Enhancement Fund (RCEF) until 2031, increasing its
annual allocation from PHP 10 billion (USD 180 million)
to PHP 30 billion (USD 540 million). The RCEF aims to
support farmers through seed distribution,
mechanization programs, and other initiatives to make
rice farming more competitive. However, President
Marcos Jr. vetoed provisions related to using unutilized
funds or excess tariffs for a buffer fund, citing fiscal
concerns.

This legislation also grants the DA stricter oversight
over the rice industry, including inspecting rice
warehouses and tracking storage. [Rappler]

Philippines: Unemployment sees marginal
increase in October 2024

(rv) T The Philippine Statistics Authority (PSA) reported
a slight increase in unemployment for October 2024,
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with 1.97 million individuals aged 15 and above
unemployed, compared to 1.89 million in September.
This resulted in an unemployment rate of 3.9 percent,
up from 3.7 percent in the previous month. The rise in
unemployment was attributed to the consecutive
storms that affected the country during the month.

While the number of people actively seeking
employment decreased from 51.77 million in
September, the underemployment rate increased to
12.6 percent in October, up from 11.7 percent in
October 2023. This translates to 6.08 million
individuals out of 48.16 million employed individuals
looking for additional work hours.

Several sectors saw a decrease in employment,
including fishing and aquaculture, wholesale and retail
trade, motor vehicle repair, agriculture, manufacturing,
and other service activities. However, compared to
October 2023, employment numbers rose, with 48.16
million people employed in October 2024, up from
47.79 million a year earlier.

National Economic and Development Authority (NEDA)
Secretary Arsenio Balisacan noted that the government
is focusing on developing a governance framework to
provide emergency employment assistance and
support for displaced workers. He also emphasized the
administration’s efforts to create infrastructure
projects, upskill and reskill workers, and generate
opportunities in the evolving job market. Wage and
salary workers continue to make up the largest share
of employment, accounting for 63.8 percent. [GMA
News Online]

Philippines: National debt surpasses USD
287.56 billion in October 2024

(Im) As of October 2024, the Philippines' national debt
reached a new record high of PHP 16.02 trillion (USD
287.56 billion), marking a 10.6 percent increase from
PHP 14.48 trillion (USD 254.83 billion) recorded in the
same period last year. This rise in debt was largely
attributed to the depreciation of the peso against the
U.S. dollar, which increased the value of the country’s
foreign obligations.

According to the Bureau of the Treasury (BTr), the
national debt increased by PHP 126.95 billion (USD
2.28 billion) in October alone, driven by the peso’s
depreciation, which fell to PHP 58.198 (USD 1) from
PHP 56.017 (USD 1) in September. The peso’s decline
contributed PHP 193 billion (USD 3.47 billion) to the
external debt, although this was partially offset by
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favorable third-currency movements, which reduced
the increase by PHP 40.1 billion (USD 722 million).

Domestic debt stood at PHP 10.89 trillion (USD 194.58
billion) at the end of October, a slight 0.4 percent
decrease from the previous month, primarily due to
the net redemption of government securities.
However, the peso’s conversion impact increased the
peso-denominated debt by PHP 6.23 billion (USD 112
million). External debt, on the other hand, rose by 3.5
percent, reaching PHP 5.13 trillion (USD 94.79 billion)
due to net foreign loan availments and foreign
exchange movements, which added PHP 152.9 billion
(USD 2.74 billion) to the external debt.

Obligations guaranteed by the national government
also rose by 10.4 percent to PHP 411.76 billion (USD
7.42 billion), driven by net availments of domestic
guarantees and the peso depreciation.

The increase in debt highlights the ongoing challenges
posed by the country's fiscal management, with
Finance Secretary Ralph Recto warning in August that
the national debt could reach PHP 20 trillion (USD 359
billion) by the end of President Ferdinand Marcos Jr.'s
term in 2028.

The debt-to-GDP ratio reached 61.3 percent as of the
third quarter, a slight increase from 60.9 percent in the
previous quarter, underscoring the country’'s fiscal
strain amid continued public investments. [Philstar]
[GMA News]

Philippines: Government provides USD
425,000 worth of farm equipment to ex-
MNLF combatants

(Im) The Philippine government has handed over PHP
25 million (USD 425,000) worth of farm equipment to
former combatants of the Moro National Liberation
Front (MNLF) in General Santos City. This initiative is
part of the government's commitment to the peace
agreement signed with the MNLF, under the leadership
of Muslimin Sema, in 1996.

Secretary Carlito Galvez Jr. of the Office of the
Presidential Adviser on Peace, Reconciliation, and
Unity (OPAPRU) explained that the provision of farm
equipment is part of the socioeconomic component of
the transformation program outlined in the peace
agreement. The goal is to boost agricultural
productivity in regions such as Maguindanao del Sur,
Maguindanao del Norte, North Cotabato, Cotabato
City, Sultan Kudarat, and Sarangani.
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Retired Brigadier General Buenaventura Pascual, chair
of the government's management committee, reported
that 74 projects have already been approved under the
Transformation Program, and the government is
committed to fulfilling the remaining peace agreement
obligations. According to Galvez, 1,963 former MNLF
combatants have been included in socio-economic
profiling and have received initial support, while nearly
2,000 firearms have been documented. [Inquirer.net]

Philippines: Low salaries discourage
cybersecurity experts from joining
government, says DICT

(Im) The Philippine government is struggling to attract
cybersecurity experts due to low salaries, an official
from the Department of Information and
Communications Technology (DICT) said. According to
David Almirol Jr., DICT undersecretary for e-
government, the disparity between government and
private sector salaries is preventing talented
professionals from entering the government
workforce.

Almirol emphasized that the salary offered in the
public sector is much lower than the private sector,
where cybersecurity professionals can earn up to PHP
200,000 (USD 3,400) a month, compared to just PHP
50,000 (USD 850) in government positions. He hopes
the passing of the E-Governance Act will help address
this issue by increasing salaries for government
employees in the IT sector.

As of 2022, the Philippines has only 200 cybersecurity
experts, far fewer than Singapore, which has around
2,000. Furthermore, approximately 80 percent of
Filipino cybersecurity professionals work abroad.
Almirol stressed the urgent need for more
cybersecurity experts in the government to strengthen
the country's digital security infrastructure.
[Inquirer.net]

Philippines: NBI arrests 3 individuals
involved in depleted uranium trade

(Im) The National Bureau of Investigation (NBI) has
arrested three individuals involved in the illegal trade
of depleted uranium, filing a case for violation of the
Atomic Energy Regulatory and Liability Act. The
suspects were apprehended during an entrapment
operation on October 18 in Pasay City, where NBI
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agents recovered 20 kilograms of metal bars and three
kilograms of black powder, all containing Uranium-235
and Uranium-238.

Following the arrests, the NBI raided one suspect's
residence, seizing three kilograms of black powder,
rock material, and other contaminated items, all
testing positive for uranium. The Philippine Nuclear
Research Institute (PNRI) also discovered heavy
contamination at the suspect's house, which is now
undergoing decontamination procedures.

Further investigations led to the seizure of additional
radioactive materials, including a black pot and 60
kilograms of block metals, all found to contain
Uranium-235 and Uranium-238. PNRI officials have
expressed concerns over the national security
implications of the trade in depleted uranium, which is
considered a potential source material for nuclear
weapons. The toxic and radioactive nature of depleted
uranium poses serious health risks to those exposed
to it. [Inquirer.net]

Philippines: Volcano eruption forces mass
evacuation as more explosive eruption
expected

(Im) The eruption of Mount Kanlaon in the Philippines
has led to the evacuation of nearly 87,000 people after
the volcano released a massive plume of ash and gas
on December 9. The National Disaster Risk Reduction
and Management Council (NDRRMC) has ordered
residents within a 10-kilometer radius of the volcano to
evacuate, citing the possibility of a more explosive
eruption.

The eruption, which lasted nearly four minutes, caused
widespread ashfall as far as the Antique province, over
200 kilometers away. This ashfall poses significant
health risks, including respiratory issues. The
Philippine Institute of Volcanology and Seismology
(PHIVOLCS) has raised the alert level, indicating that a
“magmatic eruption” has started, with the potential for
more explosive activity.

Local authorities have already evacuated 9,403 people,
with La Castellana in Negros Occidental province being
the most affected. The Civil Aviation Authority of the
Philippines has also warned aircraft to avoid the area,
while the eruption has led to the cancellation of at
least six domestic flights and one international flight.

President Ferdinand Marcos Jr. has assured the public
that the government is ready to provide support to the
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displaced. Schools have been closed, and a nighttime
curfew has been imposed in vulnerable areas, while

evacuation centers have been set up, and supplies of
masks, food, and hygiene packs are being distributed.

Authorities are also concerned about the dangers
posed by pyroclastic density currents, which consist of
high-speed surges of hot ash, gas, and volcanic debris.
Experts have urged those in danger zones to wear
masks to protect themselves from volcanic ash.
[Independent]

Philippines: Earthquake of magnitude 5.6
strikes northern region

(Im) A magnitude 5.6 earthquake struck the northern
Philippines on December 4, according to the German
Research Centre for Geosciences (GFZ). The tremor
occurred at a depth of 37 kilometers and affected the
northern town of Bangui in Illocos province.

Although no immediate reports of damage have been
received, Bangui's disaster officer stated that
authorities were assessing the situation, noting the
shaking was not extremely strong but lasted for a
longer duration.

Earthquakes are common in the Philippines due to its
location on the "Ring of Fire," a region known for
seismic activity. [Reuters]

Singapore: Prime Minister Wong succeeds
Lee Hsien Long as PAP leader

(fi) Singapore’s Prime Minister Lawrence Wong has
officially assumed the role of secretary-general of the
ruling People’s Action Party (PAP), succeeding Senior
Minister (SM) Lee Hsien Loong. This transition,
announced at the PAP's central executive committee
(CEC) meeting on December 4, completes the shift in
leadership from the third generation (3G) to the fourth
generation (4G). Senior Minister Lee, who served as
Singapore's Prime Minister from 2004 to 2023 and is
the son of Singapore's founding leader Lee Kuan Yew,
stepped down after 20 years but remains a member of
the CEC. Prime Minister Wong will now lead the ruling
party into the next general election, due by November
2025.

The new CEC lineup reflects Prime Minister Wong's
leadership priorities, with key appointments including
Heng Swee Keat as chairman, Masagos Zulkifli as vice-
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chairman, and Chan Chun Sing and Desmond Lee as
assistant secretaries-general. These roles signal
potential candidates for deputy prime minister
positions after the election, following past precedents.

Four additional members, including labor chief Ng
Chee Meng and former minister Dr Lam Pin Min, were
co-opted into the 18-member CEC. Dr Lam'’s inclusion
is seen as a strategy to regain Sengkang GRC, currently
held by the opposition Workers' Party, where he leads
the PAP team.

The PAP also emphasized tackling contemporary issues
through specialized groups, such as the Climate Action
Group and the Mental Health Group, led by Dr. Koh
Poh Koon and Dr. Janil Puthucheary, respectively.
[Malay Mail] [The Straits Times]

Singapore: Former Workers' Party chief
Low Thia Khiang confirms he will not
contest next General Election

(Im) Former Workers' Party (WP) chief Low Thia Khiang
has confirmed that he will not stand in Singapore’s
next General Election (GE), which must be held by
November 2025. In a video shared on the WP's
Instagram account on December 7, Low dismissed
speculation about his candidacy, stating, "l am already
retired," and expressing confidence in the party's
younger generation.

Low, Singapore's longest-serving opposition Member
of Parliament, represented Hougang for 20 years from
1991 before leading WP's historic 2011 victory in in
Aljunied Group Representation Constituency (GRC). A
GRC is a unique electoral framework in Singapore
where teams of candidates contest as a group to
ensure minority representation in Parliament. WP's win
in Aljunied marked the first time an opposition party
captured a GRC.

Low retired from politics in 2020 and did not contest
that year's election. Despite stepping down as
secretary-general in 2018, he remains a member of the
party's central executive committee. [ChannelNews
Asia]

Singapore: Court imposes stricter
penalties for bribe recipients to deter
retention of illicit gains
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(Im) The Singapore Court of Appeal has ruled that
corrupt individuals convicted of accepting bribes must
face individual penalty orders for each charge, instead
of a single global penalty. This change aims to prevent
offenders from opting for shorter jail terms to retain
their illicit gains.

Under the Prevention of Corruption Act (PCA),
convicted individuals must pay penalties equivalent to
the amount of bribes received, in addition to jail time
or fines. Previously, a single penalty order often
capped in-default jail terms at 30 months, regardless
of the bribes' total value. The new approach imposes
separate penalties for each conviction, potentially
extending the total in-default jail terms if penalties
remain unpaid.

The ruling arose from the case of Clarence Chang Peng
Hong, a former BP Singapore manager convicted of
accepting SGD 5.88 million (USD 4.35 million) in bribes.
Chang was initially ordered to pay a single penalty with
a 28-month in-default jail term. The Court of Appeal
substituted this with 19 penalty orders, amounting to
10 years of in-default imprisonment if unpaid.

The court emphasized that the prior practice of single
penalty orders could incentivize offenders to choose
jail time over returning illicit gains, contradicting the
PCA's intent. The decision sets a precedent for fairer
and stricter penalties, encouraging the repayment of
bribes while maintaining consistency in sentencing
practices. [The Straits Times]

Singapore: Fugitive lawyer Charles Yeo
faces extradition hearing in the United
Kingdom

(fi) Charles Yeo, a fugitive lawyer from Singapore, is set
to face an extradition hearing in the United Kingdom in
May 2025. Yeo, 34, is wanted in Singapore on
allegations of abetment of cheating, which purportedly
occurred between July 29, 2020, and November 30,
2020. The charges relate to funds allegedly
misappropriated from a settlement sum released to
his law firm.

Yeo was arrested by UK authorities on November 4
and granted conditional bail of GBP 75,000 (USD
127,844) in November. However, he has remained in
custody due to unresolved concerns about the status
of his Singapore passport, which is required to satisfy
bail conditions. Confirmation that Yeo's passport has
been retained or canceled by authorities is needed to
alleviate fears of him leaving the UK.
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In an effort to meet bail conditions, Yeo's lawyers
applied to the Singapore High Commission in London
to have his passport canceled but are awaiting official
confirmation. The next court hearing on December 10
was expected to provide an update on this issue. If
released on bail, Yeo would be subject to electronic
monitoring, a strict curfew, and regular reporting to a
police station while awaiting his extradition hearing.
[ChannelNews Asia]

Singapore: Women accused of Istana
procession granted permission to travel
overseas

(Im) Two women charged with organizing a procession
outside the Istana - Singapore’s official presidential
residence and a significant site for state functions -
without a permit have been granted permission to
travel overseas under additional bail conditions.
District Judge Brenda Tan approved separate
applications for Siti Amirah Mohamed Asrori and
Annamalai Kokila Parvathi.

Siti, 29, was permitted to visit Batam, Indonesia, from
December 5 to 7, with an additional bail of SGD 8,000
(USD 5,920) imposed on top of her initial SGD 5,000
(USD 3,700) bail. Similarly, Annamalai, 36, received
approval to travel to Chennai, India, from December
12,2024, to January 9, 2025, under the same additional
bail conditions. Both women must remain contactable
during their trips and surrender their passports within
24 hours of returning to Singapore.

The women, along with a third accused, Mossammad
Sobikun Nahar, 25, face charges under the Public
Order Act for organizing an unlawful procession in
February 2024 to support the Palestinian cause. The
event involved about 70 participants walking from
Orchard Road to the Istana with umbrellas displaying a
watermelon graphic. Annamalai faces an additional
charge of abetting others to organize the event.

Authorities have emphasized that such actions disrupt
public peace and social harmony, urging the public to
express views lawfully through forums and dialogues.
If convicted, the accused face up to six months'
imprisonment, fines of SGD 10,000 (USD 7,400), or
both. Pre-trial conferences for the case are scheduled
for January 13, 2025. [The Straits Times 1] [The Straits
Times 2]
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Thailand: Ruling Pheu Thai proposes bill to
limit military power and prevent coups

(msz/Im) The ruling Pheu Thai Party has introduced a
bill seeking to amend the Defence Ministry
Administration Act in an effort to reduce the military's
power and prevent future coups d'état in Thailand.

The proposed legislation aims to transfer the authority
to appoint generals from the armed forces
commanders to a cabinet-appointed committee.
Moreover, under the proposed amendments, the
Prime Minister would assume the role of chairman of
the Defence Council, replacing the Defence Minister.

The bill also outlines stricter qualifications for
promotions to the rank of general under Section 25 of
the Act. Candidates must not be associated with undue
influence, illicit drugs, human trafficking, or activities
that harm natural resources and the environment.
Additionally, they must not be under disciplinary
investigation or criminal prosecution, except for minor
offenses such as negligence or defamation, and they
must have no business dealings with the Ministry of
Defence.

Significantly, the bill seeks to amend Section 35 to
explicitly prohibit the use of military force or personnel
in seizing or controlling governmental administrative
power, obstructing government agencies, or engaging
in activities for personal gain of commanders or
unlawful acts. Military officers would have the right to
refuse orders that violate these provisions without fear
of punishment and could be held accountable if they
comply with such illegal orders.

The proposed legislation also increases penalties for
officers who violate or prepare to violate Section 35.
Such officers could be temporarily suspended by order
of the Prime Minister to facilitate investigations into
their conduct.

The bill was proposed by Pheu Thai MP Prayut
Siripanich and is one of three bills aiming to amend the
Defence Ministry Administration Act. The other two
proposals have been submitted by the main
opposition People's Party and former Defence Minister
Sutin Klungsaeng. All three bills are currently open for
public consultation until January 1, 2025. [Bangkok
Post 1]

The Pheu Thai Party's push to limit military influence is
deeply rooted in its history, as the party and its
predecessors have been toppled by military coups on
multiple occasions. The incumbent Prime Minister,
Paetongtarn Shinawatra, is the daughter of Thaksin
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Shinawatra, the de facto leader of the Pheu Thai Party,
who was ousted in the 2006 military coup while serving
as Prime Minister. Her aunt, Yingluck Shinawatra, also
a former Prime Minister and Pheu Thai leader, faced a
similar fate in the 2014 coup.

However, Bhumijaithai Party, a coalition partner, has
declared its opposition to the bill. Party leader and
Interior Minister Anutin Charnvirakul argued that
coups stem from political conditions, not laws, and
asserted that the bill would not prevent future military
interventions. He also warned against enacting laws
that could provoke military discontent. Anutin
emphasized that honest governance and avoiding
divisive politics are the best ways to deter coups.
[Bangkok Post 2]

The United Thai Nation Party (UTN) and the opposition
Palang Pracharat Party (PPRP) have joined the
Bhumijaithai Party in opposing the Pheu Thai-backed
bill aimed at curbing military coups. The UTN criticized
the proposal for introducing political interference in
military affairs, while the PPRP, led by former army
chief Gen Prawit Wongsuwon, argued it undermines
military independence and risks politicizing operations.
These parties contend that current laws, which grant
the King authority over military appointments, already
safeguard the military from political manipulation.

Despite Pheu Thai's justification that the bill addresses
Thailand's history of coups, a public survey revealed
significant opposition, with 72.47 percent of
respondents disapproving and 27.53 percent
supporting the measure, as of December 9. [Bangkok
Post 3]

Thailand: Charter rewrite unlikely under
current government

(Im) A charter rewrite is unlikely to be completed
during the current government’s tenure due to a
mandatory "cooling off" period, according to Nikorn
Chamnong, secretary of the Senate-MP joint
committee. Speaking at a press conference on
December 4, Nikorn explained that the process to
amend the referendum bill would likely resume only
after this cooling-off period, making it difficult to
finalize before the government’s term ends.

The joint panel, formed to resolve differences between
the House and Senate on the referendum'’s double-
majority rule, has completed its work. The House
wants to drop the rule in favor of a single majority, but
the Senate insists on keeping it. The double-majority
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rule requires more than 50 percent voter participation
and a majority approval of the referendum for it to be
binding. The House argues that the rule is difficult to
implement, advocating instead for a simple majority
based on ballots cast.

The joint panel has finalized its report, which will be
debated separately by both chambers of parliamentin
mid-December. Nikorn predicts both sides will
maintain their positions, leading to a 180-day cooling-
off period before the issue can be revisited. After that,
the House may push for the single-majority rule to be
adopted unilaterally.

The charter rewrite also requires a referendum
process with three stages, further delaying the reform.
With these factors in mind, Nikorn stated that the
charter rewrite will likely not be completed before the
current government's term expires, likely extending
into early 2026. [Bangkok Post]

Meanwhile, a recent NIDA Poll revealed a close divide
in public opinion on charter amendments, with 27.63
percent of respondents in favor and 27.02 percent
opposed. Notably, 78.97 percent of those surveyed
expressed support for amending only specific sections
of the constitution rather than the entire document,
signaling a preference for targeted rather than
comprehensive changes. [Bangkok Post 2]

Thailand: Ruling Pheu Thai Party to
introduce political amnesty bill to lower
House

(Im) Thailand's ruling Pheu Thai Party is preparing to
submit a political amnesty bill to the House of
Representatives as soon as the session resumes on
December 12. The bill proposes amnesty for
individuals prosecuted in politically motivated cases
from 2005 to the present. The government has
outlined that the final decision on granting amnesty
will rest with a formal committee, which will evaluate
each case individually. While the bill will include a clear
list of offenses eligible for amnesty, the composition of
the committee has yet to be finalized. [Bangkok Post]

Thailand: Former yellow-shirt protest
leader sets deadline for government to
scrap MoU with Cambodia


https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-svyktt-l-trd/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-svyktt-l-trh/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-svyktt-l-trk/

(Im) The 2001 Memorandum of Understanding (MoU)
between Thailand and Cambodia continues to fuel
political unrest in Thailand. Former protest leader
Sondhi Limthongkul, who led the yellow-shirt People’s
Alliance for Democracy (PAD)—a key force in the
ousting of former Prime Minister Thaksin Shinawatra,
the de facto leader of the ruling Pheu Thai Party—has
called for the government to annul the MoU. Sondhi
claims that the agreement allows Cambodia to define
its maritime boundaries within Thai territory and that it
was never approved by the Thai parliament. He warns
that the MoU could result in Thailand losing valuable
marine resources if Cambodia's claims are recognized.

Sondhi argues that the MoU creates an overlapping
claims area of about 26,000 square kilometers in the
Gulf of Thailand, which he believes primarily benefits
Cambodia. He has demanded that the Thai
government seek a ruling from the Constitutional
Court on the MoU's constitutionality. If the court
upholds the MoU, Sondhi insists it must be revoked
and has given the government a 15-day deadline to
respond, threatening large-scale protests if his
demands are not met. [Bangkok Post 1]

Meanwhile, the Thai government has admitted that
progress on resolving the maritime dispute through
the establishment of a Joint Technical Committee (JTC)
has stalled. Deputy Prime Minister and Defense
Minister Phumtham Wechayachai, a close ally of
Thaksin, confirmed that discussions are still ongoing
about forming the JTC to address overlapping
continental shelf claims based on the 2001 MoU. This
admission highlights the government's struggle to
make significant progress, with no clear timeline for
when the issue will be presented to the cabinet.

Amid these political tensions, Harirak Sutabutr, the
former rector of Thammasat University, has raised
concerns about the MoU. He cautioned that if the
boundary issue remains unresolved and the case is
brought before the International Court of Justice,
Cambodia could leverage Thailand's failure to object to
strengthen its territorial claims. Sutabutr also criticized
the current government's ability to protect Thailand's
territorial integrity, including its claims over Koh Kut,
an area still in dispute. Despite royal decrees affirming
Thailand's sovereignty over the island, Sutabutr
expressed deep mistrust of the government's handling
of the negotiations, further fueling opposition to the
MoU. [Bangkok Post 2]

Thailand: Prime Minister Paetongtarn
denies link between ex-premier Yingluck's
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return and parole of ex-commerce
minister Boonsong

(msz/Im) Former commerce minister Boonsong
Teriyapirom, who was released on parole after serving
over seven years in prison for corruption related to the
Yingluck Shinawatra government's rice pledging
scheme, has been seen in public for the first time since
his release on December 1. Accompanied by his son,
Boonsong visited a probation office in Chiang Mai,
marking a notable moment after more than six years
of incarceration. [Bangkok Post 1]

Boonsong's parole comes after serving two-thirds of
his original 48-year sentence, which was reduced
multiple times through royal pardons. He is now
serving a reduced 10-year and 8-month sentence,
which is set to conclude in April 2028. Upon release,
Boonsong has been required to wear an electronic
monitoring bracelet and report to probation officials
monthly, per the conditions for paroled convicts under
70. He is also prohibited from leaving Thailand without
prior approval from probation authorities.

While Boonsong's release has been widely discussed,
speculation has arisen about a potential link to the
return of his former boss, ex-prime minister Yingluck
Shinawatra, who has been in exile since 2017. Some
political analysts have suggested that Boonsong's
parole could pave the way for Yingluck's return to
Thailand, with hints from her brother, former prime
minister Thaksin Shinawatra, in a November interview
with Nikkei Asia suggesting her possible return in 2025.
However, Prime Minister Paetongtarn Shinawatra,
Yingluck's niece, has firmly denied any connection
between Boonsong's release and plans for Yingluck's
return.

Prime Minister Paetongtarn and Justice Minister Pol Col
Tawee Sodsong have both stressed that Boonsong's
release was purely based on legal grounds and was
granted because he met the criteria set by the
Department of Corrections (DoC) and its parole
committee. The committee, which includes
prosecutors, judges, doctors, and officials from the
DoC and the Ministry of Social Development and
Human Security, reviewed Boonsong's case and
deemed him eligible for parole based on his conduct
during incarceration and successful completion of
rehabilitation programs. [Bangkok Post 2] [Bangkok
Post 3]
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Thailand: Activist Sonthiya targets Pheu
Thai Party over failure to implement
digital wallet policy

(Im) Activist Sonthiya Sawasdee has escalated his
efforts against Thailand's ruling Pheu Thai Party, filing
additional documents in his petition to the
Constitutional Court, accusing the party of failing to
implement its flagship 10,000-baht digital wallet
scheme. Sawasdee, who rose to prominence as a
prominent figure in the movement against former
Prime Minister Thaksin Shinawatra, the Phey Thai
Party's de facto leader, claims that the party's recent
10,000-baht handouts to vulnerable groups do not
fulfill its election promise.

While the government distributed THB 10,000 (USD
280) to 14.5 million welfare cardholders and disabled
individuals via PromptPay from September 25 to 30,
Sawasdee claims this is not the promised digital wallet
initiative. The original plan, part of Pheu Thai's election
campaign, was to distribute THB 10,000 (USD 280) to
50 million Thai citizens through a digital platform to
stimulate the economy. Sawasdee views the current
handouts as mere welfare assistance, similar to the
COVID-19 relief program by the previous
administration.

Against this backdrop, Sawasdee accuses Pheu Thai of
violating election laws by not fulfilling its pledge. Due
to delays in gathering documents, he bypassed the
Ombudsman and filed directly with the Constitutional
Court. His petition challenges whether the failure to
implement the digital wallet scheme violates electoral
law.

Sawasdee also pointed out that 40 million people aged
16-45, who were originally targeted for the scheme,
were excluded from the handout, calling this “deceit.”
The Election Commission had previously dropped a
complaint about the issue, but Sawasdee remains firm
in his stance.

Should the Constitutional Court rule in his favor,
Sawasdee warned that the Election Commission could
face consequences. A recent report indicated that 80
percent of recipients spent the entire THB 10,000 (USD
280), highlighting the limited economic stimulus of the
program. [Bangkok Post 1]

Meanwhile, the government has announced that the
second phase of the THB 10,000 (USD 280) cash
handout program will be distributed by the end of
February 2025. The second phase is set to benefit 4
million elderly recipients, although slight delays are
possible due to pending clarifications. The distribution
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was originally scheduled to be completed before
Chinese New Year (February 10), but concerns have
emerged that the handout could coincide with local
elections for provincial administrative chiefs. This
timing could lead to accusations of using the THB 40-
billion-(USD 1.2 billion)-budget to influence voters.

Eligible recipients must be over 60 years of age, with
monthly incomes not exceeding THB 70,000 (USD
2,100) and bank deposits under THB 500,000 (USD
15,000). Those who received the first-phase handout in
September 2024, which targeted the most vulnerable
groups, will not qualify for the second phase. [Bangkok
Post 2]

Thailand: Government vows stronger fight
against corruption to raise CPI score

(Im) The Thai government has committed to a
proactive approach in tackling corruption, with the goal
of improving the country's Corruption Perceptions
Index (CPI) score from 35 to over 50 out of 100. Prime
Minister's Office Minister Chousak Sirinil made this
pledge during a ceremony on International Anti-
Corruption Day, emphasizing the need for transparent
governance and sustained anti-corruption efforts.

The ceremony, attended by 3,000 participants, was co-
organized by several key organizations including the
National Anti-Corruption Commission (NACC), the
Public Sector Anti-Corruption Commission (PACC), and
the Anti-Corruption Organization of Thailand. As part
of the country’s 20-Year National Strategy (2018-2037),
the government is aiming for systemic reforms to
eradicate corruption and improve public trust.

Chousak acknowledged that corruption has long been
a challenge for Thailand, affecting its economy, political
landscape, and international reputation. Despite
efforts in previous years, the CPI score has remained
stagnant at around 35-36 out of 100. The government
has pledged to enforce stronger legal frameworks,
increase digital transparency in public services, and
reduce opportunities for bribery. [Bangkok Post]

Thailand: Court delays Khao Kradong
hearing for complaint amendments

(Im) Thailand’s Central Criminal Court for Corruption
and Misconduct Cases has postponed its review of the
Khao Kradong land case to January 28, 2025, granting
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the plaintiff time to amend the charges. The case
involves nine senior Interior Ministry officials accused
of misconduct, specifically failing to revoke land title
deeds for plots in Khao Kradong, believed to belong to
the State Railway of Thailand.

The plaintiff, Nathaporn Toprayoon, a former adviser
to the Ombudsman, filed charges against Interior
Ministry permanent secretary Unsit Sampuntharat and
other officials from two committees tasked with
investigating the land titles. The court issued two
directives: Nathaporn must amend the complaint to
specify when the alleged wrongdoing occurred and
clarify his status as a plaintiff, as he claims to be a
victim due to his role in the National Legislative
Assembly’s subcommittee overseeing the issue.

The court noted that the original complaint was
comprehensive and did not highlight any additional
issues. It is expected that the case will proceed quickly
due to significant public interest. The Khao Kradong
land controversy in Buri Ram arose after the
Department of Lands unlawfully issued title deeds for
land that should have been under the State Railway of
Thailand's control. [The Nation]

Thailand: Anti-graft watchdog to
investigate officials’ role in Saraburi land
encroachment

(msz) The National Anti-Corruption Commission (NACC)
is set to investigate potential misconduct by state
officials in connection with land encroachment in
Saraburi. The investigation focuses on whether officials
played a role in the illegal occupation of Sor Por Kor
land in Muak Lek district. Sor Por Kor land refers to
areas designated by the Agricultural Land Reform
Office to provide land to landless farmers for
agricultural use. These lands are non-transferable and
cannot be sold.

The alleged encroachment involves five individuals
who occupied the Phu Nub Dao area in 2014-2015, a
location within the Sor Por Kor land. The Royal Forest
Department and the Public Sector Anti-Corruption
Commission (PACC) arrested the individuals involved,
including the wife of a Tambon Administrative
Organization (TAO) executive, who was sentenced to
six months in jail. Despite convictions, four of the
individuals attempted to reapply for access to the land.

Authorities claim that Saraburi land reform officials
violated the law by issuing land documents for the
property, which was originally intended for an
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Agricultural Innovation Learning Centre. The case is
now under review by the NACC to determine whether
state officials were complicit in the illegal actions.
[Bangkok Post]

Thailand: Three Ex-Bhumjaithai MPs
released on parole

(msz) On December 8, three former MPs of the ruling
coalition Bhumijaithai Party—Natee Ratchakitprakarn,
Chalong Thoetwiraphong, and Phumsit Khongmi—
were released on parole after serving half of their nine-
month prison sentences.

Natee, a former list MP and wife of Labour Minister
Phiphat Ratchakitprakarn, and the two Phatthalung-
based politicians were convicted by the Supreme
Court’s Criminal Division for Political Office Holders in
June 2024. They were found guilty of allowing other
lawmakers to use their electronic voting cards during a
vote on a budget bill in January 2020, which resulted in
the second and third readings of the bill being ruled
illegitimate.

In addition to the prison sentences, they were stripped
of their political rights. The three MPs met the
conditions for parole, including wearing electronic
monitoring bracelets and reporting regularly to
probation officers. They will serve the remainder of
their sentences at home. [Bangkok Post 1] [Bangkok
Post 2]

Thailand: 7 police officers face charges
after violent arrest of retired officer's son

(Im) Seven Bangkok traffic police officers are under
investigation for assaulting 33-year-old Thananop
Koedsri, the son of a retired officer. The officers
mistakenly identified his car as one that had fled a
checkpoint, leading to a violent arrest on December 4,
2024. Thananop sustained injuries and was taken to
hospital. The officers have confessed and face charges
of physical assault, with further charges pending.

Thananop's father, retired officer Pol Lt Col Thanachai
Koedsri, has demanded the investigation be carried
out strictly according to the law. [Bangkok Post]
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Thailand: Government expands social
assistance and essential medicines
programs

(acs/bk/msz) The Thai government has launched
several initiatives aimed at improving the well-being of
vulnerable populations and enhancing access to
healthcare and technology.

On December 4, Deputy Prime Minister Prasert
Jantararuangtong announced that the National Drug
System Development Committee expanded the list of
essential medicines available free of charge. Over 20
new drugs were added, including injectable
medications for severe psychiatric conditions, smoking
cessation drugs, and medications for abortions, which
are permitted in Thailand up to 20 weeks of pregnancy.
Additionally, the committee set median prices for 53
medicines, potentially saving the government
approximately THB 170 million (USD 4.8 million). Plans
are also in place to encourage local production of
health products such as biological medicines, herbs,
and medical devices to bolster the domestic health
economy. [Bangkok Post 1]

Social assistance programs were also unveiled by
Social Development and Human Security Minister
Varawut Silpa-archa, targeting individuals with
disabilities, elderly people, and newborns. Monthly
allowances for newborns up to six years old will be
standardized at THB 600 (USD 17.14), regardless of
family income. Elderly individuals will see increased
allowances, ranging from an additional THB 100 to THB
250 (USD 2.86 to USD 7.14), depending on their age
group. For people with disabilities, the current
allowance of THB 800-1,000 (USD 22.86-28.57) will be
standardized to THB 1,000 (USD 28.57). The ministry is
collaborating with state agencies to finalize the
program by the end of 2025. [Bangkok Post 2]

In a separate effort, the National Broadcasting and
Telecommunications Commission (NBTC), alongside
the Department for the Promotion and Development
of Quality of Life of the Disabled, will distribute 1.1
million SIM cards to individuals with disabilities and
welfare cardholders unable to afford internet access.
Starting February 2025, beneficiaries will receive free
internet service at 2.0 Mbps for six months. Eligible
participants must register by the end of December,
with SIM card distribution beginning in January 2025.
[Thai PBS World]
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Thailand: Opposition and government
pursue solutions to address PM2.5
pollution crisis

(hrs/Im) Thailand’s main opposition People's Party (PP)
has urged the government to take immediate and
proactive measures to combat PM2.5 pollution, which
has reached hazardous levels in Bangkok and other
regions. PP leader Natthaphong Ruengpanyawut
criticized the government for its lack of preparedness,
emphasizing the need for strategies implemented
during low-pollution months rather than reactive
measures during crises. He highlighted the impact of
agricultural burning and wind patterns bringing dust
particles from central, northern, and northeastern
Thailand, where over 300 hotspots were detected
between December 1-3, according to the Royal Forest
Department.

The PP also called for actionable measures to address
pollution from sugarcane and rice farming practices.
They proposed a 1,000-baht-per-rai (roughly USD 18
per square meter) subsidy for rice farmers to
discourage burning and urged the government to
enforce bans on purchasing or importing agricultural
products linked to burning under existing laws, such as
the Agricultural Standards Act 2008. These proposals,
however, have seen limited progress. Air quality
monitoring by the Bangkok Metropolitan
Administration's AirBKK has recorded PM2.5 levels
exceeding safe thresholds across the capital. [Bangkok
Post 1]

In parallel, the government has introduced the "3R
Model" to mitigate agricultural burning's impact on
PM2.5 pollution. The model, implemented by the
Ministry of Agriculture and Agricultural Cooperatives in
collaboration with international stakeholders,
emphasizes reducing burning, replacing short-lived
crops with high-value alternatives like avocado and
coffee, and promoting alternative crops such as maize
after rice farming to limit burning in non-irrigated
areas.

Northern Thailand, particularly Chiang Mai, is a
hotspot for maize burning, which exacerbates seasonal
haze and ranks the region among the world’'s most
polluted during this period. The "Friends of Thai
Agriculture" alliance and Germany's GlZ-funded
projects have introduced sustainable practices, such as
using agricultural residues for compost or
biodegradable packaging, to reduce emissions and
enhance farmers' climate resilience. [Bangkok Post 2]
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Thailand: Health advocates oppose e-
cigarette legalization

(Im) Health experts have strongly opposed a House
committee’s proposal to legalize e-cigarettes in
Thailand, accusing it of favoring the tobacco industry.
The committee, chaired by Pheu Thai MP Niyom
Wiwatthanaditkul, suggested three options:
maintaining the e-cigarette ban, legalizing heated
tobacco products (HTPs), or fully legalizing e-cigarettes.

Critics argue that involving individuals with ties to the
tobacco industry undermines the committee's
credibility. They also pointed out that many countries
have implemented strict e-cigarette bans, and
legalizing e-cigarettes in Thailand could increase youth
addiction.

Opponents warn that legalising e-cigarettes without
proper controls could lead to higher youth usage and
health risks. Additionally, they argue that any revenue
from e-cigarette taxes would be offset by reduced
tobacco tax income and the high healthcare costs
associated with e-cigarettes. Advocates are calling for
stronger protections for children and youth,
prioritizing public health over economic gains.
[Bangkok Post]

Thailand: Government plans new handout
for farmers

(acs) The Thai government has approved a new
program aimed at supporting over 4 million
households reliant on agriculture, with a total financial
assistance package of THB 38.5 billion (USD 1.2 billion).
This scheme will replace the fertilizer co-payment
program, which was discontinued by the government
in early December 2024.

Under the new plan, each eligible household will
receive THB 1,000 (USD 30.4) per rai of arable land,
with a maximum assistance of THB 10,000 (USD 304)
per household. A rai, a traditional Thai unit of land
area, is approximately 0.16 hectares.

The government stated that the financial assistance is
part of a broader strategy to replace price guarantees
with support measures designed to increase
productivity and competitiveness in the agricultural
sector. The funds allocated for the previous fertilizer
co-payment program will now be redirected to this
new assistance package.
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The Department of Agriculture Extension will compile
the list of eligible farmers, with the funds expected to
be disbursed by September 2025. [Bangkok Post]

Thailand: Discrimination against people
living with HIV persists despite
advancements in treatment

(Im) Despite Thailand's progress in treating HIV and
suppressing the virus to untransmittable levels,
discrimination against people living with HIV (PLHIV)
remains prevalent, particularly in employment. PLHIV
frequently face mandatory blood tests during
recruitment, often leading to disqualification,
regardless of their health status or job performance.

The National Human Rights Commission has received
32 complaints of such discrimination over the past
three years. Efforts to address the issue include
advocacy with employers and partner hospitals to
eliminate HIV screening as a hiring criterion, supported
by announcements from the Labour Ministry.
However, stigmatization continues, with some
government organizations, including the Royal Thai
Police, barring HIV-positive individuals from certain
careers due to outdated regulations.

Advocates, including the Foundation for Action on
Inclusion Rights, highlight the economic and emotional
toll of such discrimination, which undermines the self-
esteem and productivity of PLHIV. They argue that
societal perceptions of HIV remain rooted in
misinformation about the disease's transmission and
effects.

In response, five anti-discrimination bills have been
proposed, including one drafted by the Justice Ministry,
which is set to be resubmitted to the cabinet.
Advocates stress that passing such legislation is crucial
for aligning Thailand with the United Nations’
Sustainable Development Goals and its role on the UN
Human Rights Council for 2025-2028. [Bangkok Post]

Thailand: Toxic gas kills five workers in
fish fermentation tank

(Im) Five men, aged 30 to 76, were found dead in a fish
fermentation plant in Phetchabun province on
December 9, likely due to toxic gas buildup inside a
fermentation tank they were assigned to clean. Among
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the victims was the plant manager and son-in-law of
the factory owner. [Bangkok Post]

Thailand: Prime Minister Paetongtarn
seeks Nvidia collaboration to establish Al
hub

(msz) Thailand’'s Prime Minister Paetongtarn
Shinawatra met with Jensen Huang, CEO of Nvidia
Corporation, to explore a partnership aimed at
positioning Thailand as a regional and global artificial
intelligence (Al) hub. Nvidia, a US-based technology
company, is a global leader in Al and graphics
processing units, widely recognized for driving
advancements in computing and Al technologies. The
meeting culminated in a memorandum of
understanding between Nvidia and Thailand's Digital
Economy and Society Ministry, focusing on
technological cooperation.

Nvidia committed to advancing Thailand's Al sector by
supporting startups, universities, and workforce
development. Both parties emphasized Al's role in
enhancing competitiveness, security, innovation, and
job creation. They agreed to prioritize building world-
class Al infrastructure, sharing expertise, and investing
in education and training to develop a skilled
workforce. [The Nation]

Thailand: Prime Minister Paetongtarn
rules out immediate VAT increase,
outlines tax reform plan

(msz) Thailand's Prime Minister Paetongtarn
Shinawatra has reassured citizens that the government
has no plans to raise the value-added tax (VAT) to 15
percent. She addressed public concerns through social
media, confirming that discussions with Deputy Prime
Minister and Finance Minister Pichai Chunhavajira,
along with the Prime Minister’s policy advisory team,
had clarified that any increase in VAT is not part of the
government's immediate plans.

While there is no intention to increase VAT, the Finance
Ministry is exploring a comprehensive restructuring of
Thailand's tax system to address inequality and
improve the country's competitiveness. The prime
minister emphasized that tax reform, a process often
taking more than 10 years to fully implement in other
countries, will be approached gradually and with
fairness.
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The government's primary focus remains on reducing
public expenditure, improving government efficiency,
and creating opportunities for citizens to generate new
income, thereby enhancing their quality of life.
Paetongtarn assured the public that her government is
cautious, prioritizing the welfare of the people and
taking the views of all stakeholders into account as it
proceeds with any reforms.

VAT in Thailand was originally set at 10 percent but
was reduced to 7 percent 25 years ago. Attempts to
increase VAT in the past have met with significant
public opposition. [Thai PBS World] [The Nation]

Thailand: Customs Department
anticipates higher imports amid
escalating US-China trade tensions

(bk) The Thai Customs Department is preparing for a
potential surge in imports driven by shifting trade
dynamics amid escalating US-China tensions following
Donald Trump's anticipated presidency. Officials
expect an influx of goods, particularly low-priced items
from China priced under THB 1,500 (USD 44). The
Customs Director-General highlighted plans to closely
monitor imports to ensure quality standards and
prevent smuggling.

While VAT collection on low-value imports has
generated approximately THB 200 million (USD 6
million) per month over the past six months, the
department will continue this practice until the
Revenue Department finalizes new import tax
regulations. However, the Customs Department has
faced revenue shortfalls during the first two months of
FY2025, starting in October, due to tariff exemptions
for ASEAN-origin goods and government incentives for
electric vehicles.

Despite early challenges, the department projects
FY2025 revenue to increase to THB 120 billion (USD 3.5
billion), up from THB 110 billion (USD 3.2 billion) in
FY2024. [The Nation]

Thailand: New debt restructuring
measures to curb NPLs in housing, auto,
and SMEs

(bk) The Finance Ministry, the Bank of Thailand (BOT),
and financial institutions are set to announce a new set
of measures on December 11 aimed at addressing the
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growing issue of non-performing loans (NPLs) in
Thailand. A key component of these new measures will
be a retail debt restructuring program targeting three
main groups: mortgages, auto loans, and loans for
small and medium-sized enterprises (SMEs).

How will this affect borrowers?

The program will allow borrowers to select from
different payment plans, including a three-year
suspension of interest payments. For borrowers, a
significant portion of their financial obligation comes
from interest payments. For example, in a typical
mortgage with a monthly payment of THB 10,000 (USD
294), about THB 8,000 (USD 235) goes toward interest,
while the remainder is applied to the principal. During
the restructuring period, interest payments will be
suspended, and any payments made will go toward
reducing the principal balance more quickly. To be
eligible, these loans must have been classified as NPLs
within the past year, with a cut-off date of October 31,
2024, to safeguard the integrity of the program against
opportunistic defaults.

How will this affect financial institutions?

The campaign will not be funded by the government’s
budget. Instead, the suspended interest will be
compensated by a central fund. This fund is sourced
from two contributions: a reduction in the Financial
Institution Development Fund (FIDF) fee for banks from
0.46 percent to 0.23 percent, and a matching
contribution from the financial institutions themselves
at a 50:50 ratio.

According to Finance Permanent Secretary Lavaron
Sangsnit, this compensation mechanism is designed to
encourage competition among financial institutions to
enroll as many debtors as possible in the program. The
more debtors a bank helps, the more it can access
funds from the central pool to cover the suspended
interest. For example, if a debtor’s interest suspension
amounts to THB 100 (USD 3), the compensation will
come from THB 50 (USD 1.5) from the central fund and
THB 50 (USD 1.5) from the bank’s own resources. This
creates an incentive for banks to participate in the
program, as those that do not enroll debtors will
contribute to the central fund without benefiting from
it.

Expected economic ripple effects
The program is expected to ease the financial burden
for borrowers, particularly in the housing and

automotive sectors, which have extensive supply
chains and significant economic impact, while also



stimulating the economy by improving cash flow in
those sectors.

In total, around 2.3 million accounts with a combined
debt of THB 1.31 trillion (USD 39 billion) are eligible for
the scheme. The home loan group has 460,000 eligible
accounts with a total debt of THB 480 billion (USD 14
billion), while the auto loan group includes 1.4 million
accounts, totaling THB 370 billion (USD 11 billion) in
debt. The SME loan group comprises 430,000 eligible
accounts with a total debt of THB 454 billion (USD 13
billion). [Bangkok Post] [The Nation]

Thailand: Wage committee to decide on
nationwide minimum wage hike amid
concerns

(Im) The tripartite wage committee will meet on
December 12 to deliberate on raising Thailand's
minimum wage to THB 400 (USD 12) daily, effective
January 1, 2025. Proposed by the ruling Pheu Thai
Party, the policy aims to boost worker income but has
sparked concerns from business leaders and economic
groups about its potential impact on the recovering
economy.

Sanan Angubolkul, chairman of the Thai Chamber of
Commerce (TCC), criticized the plan for ignoring
provincial economic disparities, with over 90 percent of
provincial wage subcommittees opposing the
nationwide hike. Critics warn that the increase could
lead to higher production costs, reduced
competitiveness, and job losses. The Joint Standing
Committee on Commerce, Industry, and Banking
(JSCCIB) has called for region-specific adjustments,
annual reviews, and skill-based wages.

Labour permanent secretary Boonsong Thapchaiyuth
assured that the wage committee, now with all
positions filled, will make a fair and transparent
decision. Delayed from its original October 1
implementation date, the proposal faces a decisive
vote requiring a two-thirds quorum. [The Nation]
[Bangkok Post]

Thailand: Foreign pilots approved for
domestic flights under wet-lease
arrangements

(bk) The Thai cabinet has approved a temporary
measure allowing foreign pilots to operate domestic
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flights through wet-leasing until December 31, 2025.
The decision aims to address post-COVID-19 aviation
challenges, including high airfares and limited flight
capacity, to boost tourism and position Thailand as a
regional aviation hub.

Wet leasing allows one airline (the lessor) to provide an
aircraft, complete with crews (including pilots),
maintenance, and insurance, to another airline (the
lessee), which handles operational costs such as fuel
and airport fees.

The Thai Pilots Association opposes the measure,
arguing there is no pilot shortage, citing over 1,200
licensed Thai pilots awaiting employment.

The association also acknowledged that some local
airlines have pushed for wet leases based on Section
33/1 of the Thailand Air Navigation Act, which
stipulates that if a Thai air operator leases a foreign
aircraft from a state party to the 1944 Convention on
International Civil Aviation (the "Chicago Convention")
and Thailand has an agreement to transfer registration
responsibilities, the aircraft will be treated as Thai-
registered, subjecting its licenses, air traffic, personnel,
and air navigation to Thai law.

However, according to the association, this provision
lacks operability because, while Thailand is a signatory
to the original Chicago Convention, the country has not
specifically committed to the corresponding provision
introduced in the 1997 amendment -- Article 83bis.
This article allows the lessor state (the country where
the aircraft is registered) to delegate certain safety
oversight responsibilities to the lessee state (the
country where the airline is based), enabling an aircraft
to be operated by an airline from a different country
without the need to re-register the aircraft in the
operating state. The lessee state would then be
responsible for ensuring the aircraft complies with
safety regulations. Inversely, for a non-party state, the
lessor state would not be obliged to transfer safety
oversight responsibilities to the lessee country. This
means that the lessor state may retain responsibility
for safety oversight, including aircraft certification,
airworthiness, and flight crew qualifications. [CAAT]
[ICAO 1] [ICAQ 2] [ICAQ 3]

Given this legal incompatibility and the potential lack of
safety jurisdiction over the lease operation, Thailand --
as a non-party state to Article 83bis -- could risk
breaching ICAO safety standards under the wet lease
arrangements. Non-compliance could result in
Thailand being red flagged by ICAO, as occurred in
2015 when the country failed an aviation safety
assessment. A red flag would restrict Thai carriers’
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ability to expand internationally, harming the aviation
sector’s reputation and growth prospects. [Bangkok
Post 1] [Bangkok Post 2] [Bangkok Post 3]

Thailand: Flooding crisis escalates with
government response criticized, human
activity driving disasters

(acs/Im) Thailand has been grappling with devastating
floods that have claimed over 50 lives in the northern
provinces and at least 25 in the south. While climate
change plays a role, experts point to significant human
activities that have exacerbated the severity of the
flooding. As the crisis unfolds, the Thai government
has been criticized for its handling of the disaster,
especially in the southern provinces, leading to
widespread political and public dissatisfaction.

Government response and financial relief

In response to the flooding, the Thai government
approved a budget of THB 5 billion (USD 150 million) to
aid households affected by the disasterin 16
provinces, including those in southern Thailand. This
assistance follows similar relief provided to households
in 57 provinces earlier in the year. Under the scheme,
eligible households in these provinces will receive a
one-time payment of THB 9,000 (USD 270).

The government has been under pressure to provide
swift and sufficient support, especially in the southern
border provinces of Pattani, Yala, Narathiwat, and
Songkhla, where the damage has been significant. In
addition to the direct financial aid, the government
approved an increase in flood relief budgets for six
southern provinces from THB 20 million (USD 600,000)
to THB 50 million (USD 1.5 million) each. [Bangkok Post

1]

However, the government's response, particularly in
the South, has been criticized. Critics have pointed to a
delayed and inefficient approach compared to the
northern provinces' more organized flood
management earlier in the year. Political observers
suggest that the slow response may be linked to the
government's limited political support in the southern
region, with some arguing that the government has
been neglectful of areas that do not favor the ruling
Pheu Thai Party. Former Democrat MP Sathit
Wongnongtoey expressed concern that this delay,
combined with unmet economic promises, could harm
the party’s political standing.
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Additionally, experts have criticized the government's
lack of preparedness in areas such as providing
permanent disaster shelters. While state agencies are
involved in relief efforts, political scientists, like
Srisompob Jitpiromsri, noted that the government's
failure to build adequate shelters in flood-prone areas
and its inability to respond quickly in the South have
contributed to a growing perception of neglect.
[Bangkok Post 2]

Human activity and environmental causes of flooding

Experts have also warned that human activities are
intensifying the severity of flooding in Thailand.
Deforestation, especially for monocrop plantations like
corn, is contributing to increased runoff and worsening
floods. Illegal mining in Myanmar's Shan State has also
led to soil erosion, exacerbating floods in areas like
Mae Sai in northern Thailand. Furthermore, the
construction of dams along the Mekong River has
delayed floodwater drainage, impacting regions like
Chiang Rai. Experts stress that cooperation between
upstream and downstream countries is essential for
better managing shared water resources.

Encroachment on river courses and urban
development in flood-prone areas further contribute
to the problem. Experts advocate for more sustainable
urban planning and nature-based solutions to mitigate
flooding, rather than relying on flood barriers that may
worsen the impact if they fail.

Proposed solutions and ongoing recovery

To address flooding, experts are calling for a shift
towards nature-based solutions, such as creating
"sponge cities" with wetlands and lakes to absorb
excess water. In some cases, communities may need to
relocate from high-risk zones, with proper
compensation. [Bangkok Post 3]

Thailand: Over 120 individuals detained in
‘drug party’ bust

(hrs) Thai police arrested 124 individuals, mostly men,
at a drug-fueled party in Bangkok early on December 8.
The suspects, found in their underwear, were detained
in a hotel room after a raid. Officers discovered 31
people in possession of illegal drugs, including crystal
methamphetamine, ecstasy, and ketamine, while 66
others tested positive for narcotics.

Thailand, a major hub for illegal drug trafficking in
Southeast Asia, frequently conducts drug raids. Last
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year, the UNODC reported the seizure of a record 190
tons of methamphetamine in the region. Possession of
category one drugs in Thailand can lead to up to 10
years in prison. [South China Morning Post] [France24]

Thailand: Father of Chon Buri MP shot, in
serious condition

(Im) Sakda Noppasit, father of main opposition
People's Party MP for Chon Buri Wannida Noppasit,
was shot and critically wounded early on December 10
in Muang district, Chon Buri. The 61-year-old, a former
ruling Pheu Thai Party spokesman and secretary to the
minister for natural resources and the environment,
was leaving a restaurant when an employee allegedly
shot him in the abdomen.

Wannida confirmed that the incident was not politically
motivated but stemmed from a disagreement with the
restaurant staff. Sakda was rushed to Chonburi
Hospital, where he remains in intensive care. [Bangkok
Post]

Thailand: Public Health keeps close watch
over 'Disease X' to forestall local outbreak

(bk) Thailand’s Ministry of Public Health has issued
alerts to monitor 'Disease X,' a deadly outbreak in the
Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC) that has caused at
least 79 deaths since October. While the country is
considered low-risk, health agencies are instructed to
watch for symptoms at border points and airports.

'Disease X,' potentially airborne, has symptoms
including fever, cough, and anemia, primarily affecting
children. Authorities are cautious of its pandemic
potential, drawing parallels to COVID-19 and mpox
concerns earlier this year. No specific measures have
yet been implemented at Suvarnabhumi Airport.
[Bangkok Post]

Timor-Leste: Government approves F-
FDTL strategy to provide humanitarian
assistance

(mu) The Timor-Leste government, through a Council
of Ministers meeting, has approved a draft regulation
proposed by Minister of Defence Pedro Klamar Fuik to
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enhance the Armed Defence Forces of Timor-Leste (F-
FDTL) humanitarian assistance capabilities.

The newly approved strategy outlines innovative
guidelines to optimize the readiness and effectiveness
of the F-FDTL in responding promptly to the needs of
communities impacted by emergencies and
humanitarian crises. The strategy aims to ensure that
the armed forces can deliver assistance efficiently and
effectively, reinforcing their role in safeguarding the
welfare of affected communities. [Tatoli, in Indonesian]

Vietnam: National Assembly Standing
Committee concludes 2024 with 40th
session

(Im) The 40th session of Vietnam's National Assembly
(NA) Standing Committee opened in Hanoi on
December 10, marking the committee's final meeting
of 2024. Over two days, the committee is addressing
key issues, including its 2025 working and external
affairs programs, as well as international cooperation
activities.

Key agenda items include approving a draft ordinance
on litigation costs and discussing six new legislative
proposals for 2025, such as revisions to laws on
bankruptcy, personal data protection, and the press,
along with a resolution to exempt agricultural land use
tax. The session also focuses on administrative
restructuring in Ninh Binh province, the last of 51
provinces to complete the process for the 2023-2025
period.

Discussions extend to financial and budgetary matters,
including adjustments to the medium-term public
investment plan and the management of social and
unemployment insurance budgets for 2025-2027. The
committee will also deliberate a draft decree on
investment support funds and authority over
administrative penalties.

NA Chairman Tran Thanh Man emphasized the need to
expedite preparations for enforcing laws passed
during the eighth session, including issuing 122
required legal documents. He also called for proposals
on legal amendments and accelerating organizational
restructuring to improve the NA's efficiency. [Viet Nam
News]
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Vietnam: Plans travel ban for individuals
with tax debts of USD 400 or more

(Im) Vietnam's Ministry of Finance has proposed a
travel ban for individuals with unpaid tax debts of VND
10 million (USD 393.90) or more, if the debts remain
unpaid for 120 days. The ban would also apply to
business representatives who owe VND 100 million
(USD 3,939) or more.

Currently, individuals with unpaid taxes can be
temporarily restricted from leaving Vietnam, but there
is no defined threshold for tax debt that triggers such a
restriction. This year, more than 6,500 individuals have
been banned from traveling due to tax arrears,
marking a threefold increase from the previous year.

The General Department of Taxation has collected
VND 1.341 trillion (USD 52.5 million) from 2,116
individuals affected by the travel ban. The ministry
estimates that around 380,000 people could face
temporary travel restrictions under the proposed debt
threshold. [VnExpress International]

Vietnam: Banks face challenges in
implementing new land-related
regulations

(cc) Credit institutions in Vietnam are facing significant
difficulties in implementing banking operations
following the enactment of three key land laws in
August 2024. These include the Land Law 2024,
Housing Law 2023, and Real Estate Business Law 2023,
which have not fully aligned with existing banking
regulations, causing operational challenges.

One of the main issues is the decentralization of land
price adjustments, allowing local authorities to set land
price lists independently. This has resulted in
inconsistencies across different regions, complicating
transactions and raising concerns among credit
institutions.

Furthermore, the Land Law lacks clear guidelines on
handling legally mortgaged land, particularly in cases
involving reclamation or disputes. This oversight
affects the rights and interests of banks and hampers
their ability to recover debts effectively.

The amended laws also create complications in various
areas, including the rights and obligations of land
users, agricultural land use terms, and the execution of
judgments. Additionally, the laws do not provide
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sufficient support for dealing with bad debts, which
have been increasing in recent months.

Banks have called for revisions to the laws to ensure
smooth operations and more effective debt
management. Specific issues raised include challenges
related to the mortgage of land lease rights, capital
mobilization for housing projects, and the handling of
commercial contracts for future housing products.
[Vietham News]

Vietham: Two independent Protestant
pastors shot in Central Highlands

(Im) Two pastors of the Ede ethnic minority leading
independent Protestant house churches in Vietnam's
Dak Lak province were recently shot in separate
incidents, with both victims believing they were
targeted due to their religious activities.

The first pastor was attacked on December 1 while
riding a motorbike home. He was shot twice in the left
knee by two men on a motorcycle, who fled the scene
afterward. The attack is believed to be a warning to the
pastor to abandon his independent church and join
the government-approved Evangelical Church of
Vietnam.

The second pastor was shot in his leg on September 25
while working in his coffee field. The assailants,
dressed in camouflage, initially claimed to be hunting
civets before attacking the pastor. He sustained a deep
wound and a chipped bone. The pastor leads a house
church with 200 followers, and the shooting is believed
to be linked to his leadership of the unsanctioned
church.

Both incidents are part of a broader pattern of
repression against independent Christian house
churches in Vietnam. These churches face constant
surveillance, harassment, and restrictions on their
religious activities, including the confiscation of
religious materials and intimidation of their leaders.
[Radio Free Asia]

Vietnam: Ninh Thuan nuclear power
project: Benefits and challenges
highlighted by officials

(cc/Im) Vietnam's first nuclear power project in Ninh
Thuan Province is expected to bring significant
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benefits, despite the high costs associated with its
development. Officials highlight the potential
advantages of the project, emphasizing its role in
securing a stable and clean energy supply. Deputy
Minister of Industry and Trade, Nguyén Sinh Nhat Tan,
notes that while the total investment is yet to be
finalized, it is expected to reach billions of dollars,
depending on factors like technology, safety
requirements, and scale.

Officials argue that nuclear power is crucial for
meeting Vietnam’s growing energy demands,
particularly as the country shifts towards cleaner,
renewable energy sources. The project is seen as not
only vital for enhancing national energy security but
also a catalyst for the development of high-tech
industries, including atomic energy science. It is
expected to foster technological advancements and
generate a highly skilled workforce, contributing to
national development.

General Secretary T6 Lam, in his visit to the province,
also highlighted nuclear power’s potential to diversify
the country’s energy mix, noting that modern nuclear
technology is safer and more efficient than older
systems. He stressed that the project would not only
address local energy needs but also provide broader
economic benefits. These include the development of a
skilled workforce and integration into global nuclear
supply chains.

The government has made strides in advancing the
project, with the National Assembly recently passing a
resolution to continue with the nuclear power
initiative. A key step forward was the passage of the
revised Electricity Law, which now includes provisions
for nuclear power development. Additionally, the
government is focused on finalizing a legal framework
for the project and selecting suitable investors to
oversee its development.

Local authorities have been urged to expedite the
provision of land and foster public support for the
project, ensuring its smooth implementation. Despite
the challenges—particularly the need to choose the
appropriate technology and ensure safety standards—
officials express confidence that the project will move
forward with a solid foundation, thanks to careful
planning and international guidance.

The nuclear project is also seen as integral to the
region’s development. Ninh Thuan, once one of
Vietnam's driest provinces, has seen impressive
economic growth and resilience. Officials are optimistic
that the nuclear project will further drive this
development, alongside other sectors such as



renewable energy and tourism.[Viet Nam News 1] [Viet
Nam News 2]

Vietnam: Struggles to meet carbon
emission targets amid ambitious climate
goals

(Im) Vietnam faces considerable challenges in meeting
its commitment to achieve carbon neutrality by 2050,
with only 2,166 businesses required to report
greenhouse gas emissions by March 2025 under a
recent government decree. Alarmingly, only about 10
percent of these businesses, primarily in steel, cement,
and thermal power sectors, are prepared to comply,
according to Dr. Nguyen Dinh Tho of the Institute of
Strategy and Policy on Natural Resources and
Environment.

The year 2025 is pivotal as Vietnam must submit
updated Nationally Determined Contributions (NDCs).
Vietnam's 2022 NDC update pledged a 43.5 percent
emissions reduction with international support and
15.85 percent without—a significant increase from its
2015 commitments.

Key emitting sectors, including food production (33
percent of emissions), construction, transport, and
textiles, face structural and technological hurdles.
While measures like green buildings, public transport
promotion, and circular economy initiatives show
promise, challenges persist, particularly in agricultural
carbon absorption projects, which lag behind
technology-based solutions.

Vietnam's Decree 06 allows businesses to offset up to
10 percent of emissions using carbon credits, but
further technological advancements and clean energy
adoption remain critical for achieving meaningful
reductions. [bne Intellinews]

Vietnam: Selex Motor pioneers carbon
credit sales for electric vehicles

(hn) Selex Motor, a Vietnamese electric vehicle
manufacturer, has become the first company in
Vietnam to pilot the sale of carbon credits for electric
motorcycles. In collaboration with the United Nations
Development Programme (UNDP), this marks the
country's first carbon credit initiative for electric
vehicles. The project has successfully completed the
registration and validation process under the Gold
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Standard, an internationally recognized certification for
carbon credits. Over a five-year period, the project is
expected to reduce more than 197,000 tons of CO2,
with carbon credits to be sold during this time.

Selex Motor’s initiative is part of a wider trend in
Vietnam's emerging carbon credit market, which
includes projects like the Phi Son waste-to-energy
plant. The VinaCarbon fund, backed by VinaCapital, is
developing a waste-to-energy facility in Hanoi, which
will sell both carbon credits and other environmental
credits, such as those related to plastic waste
reduction. While the legal framework for carbon and
plastic credits is still developing in Vietnam, experts
view these credits as valuable future revenue streams.

As of 2024, Vietnam has 72 registered carbon credit
projects, with 39 receiving certification. These
initiatives are mainly focused on wind energy and
biogas, positioning the country as an increasingly
important player in the global carbon markets.
[VnExpress, in Viethamese]

Vietham: Prime Minister Chinh sets
ambitious 8 percent economic growth
target for 2025

(hn) Prime Minister Pham Minh Chinh announced that
Vietnam's government aims for approximately 8
percent economic growth in 2025, exceeding the
National Assembly's target of 6.5 to 7 percent.
Declaring 2025 as a "year of acceleration," Chinh
emphasized promoting economic expansion while
managing inflation and maintaining budget deficit and
public debt levels within reasonable limits.

The Prime Minister forecasted 2024 GDP growth above
7 percent, surpassing the official target of 6.5 percent,
with inflation expected to remain under 4 percent.
Vietnam projects record-high import and export values
totaling USD 807.7 billion this year.

Key goals for 2025 include advancing major
infrastructure projects, such as completing 3,000
kilometers of expressways and achieving basic
completion of the Long Thanh International Airport's
initial phase. To boost economic momentum, the
government pledged to expedite public investment
disbursement, addressing delays caused by
coordination issues and administrative caution among
officials. [tuoi tre news] [Bangkok Post]



https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-svyktt-l-thr/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-svyktt-l-thy/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-svyktt-l-thj/

Vietnam: USD 24.3 billion trade surplus
recorded in first 11 months of 2024

(Im) Vietnam reported a trade surplus of USD 24.3
billion in the first 11 months of 2024, with the country's
total trade value rising by 15.4 percent year-on-year to
USD 715.5 billion. Export value increased by 14.4
percent, reaching USD 369.9 billion, while imports
grew by 16.4 percent to USD 345.6 billion. The trade
value for November alone amounted to USD 66.4
billion, marking a 9 percent increase compared to
November 2023, despite a 4.1 percent decline from the
previous month.

The domestic economic sector contributed USD 103.9
billion to exports, a 20 percent increase, while the
foreign-invested sector (including crude oil) generated
USD 266 billion, up 12.4 percent. Key exports included
36 items each worth over USD 1 billion, with seven
products surpassing USD 10 billion.

Imports in the domestic sector totaled USD 126 billion,
an 18.5 percent rise, while the foreign-invested sector
recorded USD 219.6 billion in imports, up 15.2 percent.
A total of 44 import products surpassed USD 1 billion,
with five exceeding USD 10 billion. The United States
remained Vietnam's largest export market, with
exports totaling USD 108.9 billion, while China
continued to be the largest supplier of goods, valued at
USD 130.2 billion.

To boost exports further, the General Statistics Office
(GSO) has proposed improving product traceability,
enhancing the competitiveness of Vietnamese goods,
and utilizing Free Trade Agreements (FTAs) to promote
exports. Additionally, the Ministry of Industry and
Trade aims to promote digital transformation in trade
activities to connect domestic and foreign supply and
demand more effectively.

Vietnam also recorded a significant trade surplus in
agricultural, forestry, and aquatic products, amounting
to USD 16.5 billion, up 52.8 percent year-on-year.
These exports reached USD 56.7 billion, with a 19
percent increase from the previous year. The U.S.,
China, and Japan remained the top export markets for
these products, with exports to these countries
growing by 24.6 percent, 11 percent, and 5.5 percent,
respectively.

If exports in December surpass USD 5 billion, the
agricultural sector is expected to set a new record,
reaching over USD 61 billion in export value. The
recovery of aquaculture, wood industries, and rice
production are key drivers, with science and
technology applied to boost productivity. Moreover,



international cooperation and trade promotion efforts
are focusing on expanding new markets, such as Halal
products, which have already seen some success. [Viet
Nam News]

Vietnam: Prime Minister Chinh directs
focus on credit management solutions

(hn) Prime Minister Pham Minh Chinh has instructed
the State Bank of Vietnam (SBV) to strengthen credit
management in 2024 to ensure effective allocation of
credit capital. Issuing Official Dispatch No. 122/CD-TTg,
the prime minister emphasized strict supervision of
credit granting, interest rate announcements, and the
handling of violations within credit institutions.

The SBV is tasked with reducing lending interest rates
by simplifying administrative procedures, embracing
digital transformation, and cutting costs. Priority
sectors, including digital transformation, green and
circular economies, and innovation, are to receive
focused credit support. Preferential credit packages for
social housing and key industries must also be
implemented transparently.

To stabilize the monetary market, the SBV issued
directives to maintain reasonable deposit interest
rates and publicize lending rate details, improving
transparency and accessibility for businesses and
individuals. These efforts aim to promote economic
growth, production, and business activities while
mitigating risks in credit operations. [Vie Nam News]

Vietnam: New bond disclosure regulations
effective December 25

(hn) Beginning December 25, 2024, companies issuing
private bonds domestically or corporate bonds
internationally must adhere to updated information
disclosure requirements under Circular 76/2024/TT-
BTC issued by the Ministry of Finance. These
regulations mandate issuers to disclose pre-issuance
details, report issuance results, provide periodic
updates every six months and annually, and report any
unusual developments.

The rules also require issuers to share information
about bond conversions, warrant exercises, early
buybacks, and bond swaps. Disclosure must be made
through printed or electronic documents, or on the
issuer's official website, and submitted electronically to
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the Hanoi Stock Exchange's corporate bond
information portal. [Viet Nam News]

Vietnam: US chipmaker Nvidia expands Al
initiatives, acquires VinBrain, partners for
research centers

(Im/hn) In a strategic move to expand its presence in
Southeast Asia, Nvidia, a global leader in Al computing
and graphics processing units, has deepened its
collaboration with Vietnam, establishing a research
and development center (R&D) and an Al data center in
the country. This development comes at a time of
heightened geopolitical tensions between the United
States and China, as Nvidia looks to reduce its reliance
on China, one of its key markets, following US
semiconductor export controls aimed at curbing
China’'s access to advanced Al technologies.

The partnership was formalized on December 5in
Hanoi, where Nvidia CEO Jensen Huang and Vietnam's
Prime Minister Pham Minh Chinh oversaw the signing
of the agreement. The agreement, which builds on a
previous visit by Prime Minister Chinh to Nvidia’s
headquarters in September 2023, highlights Vietnam'’s
growing importance in global Al development.

The collaboration will see the expansion of an Al data
center operated by Viettel Group, a military-owned
Vietnamese company that already uses Nvidia
technology. This new center is expected to become a
hub for developing Al solutions in key sectors such as
healthcare, education, transportation, and finance.
[Radio Free Asia] [VnExpress, in Vietnamese]

In addition to this research initiative, Nvidia has
acquired VinBrain, a medical technology startup under
Vietnam'’s major conglomerate, Vingroup. VinBrain
provides Al-based equipment and tools to 182
hospitals across Vietnam, the US, India, Australia, and
other countries, improving the efficiency of medical
professionals.

VinBrain, which was a key affiliate of Vingroup, was
valued at nearly USD 5 million by December 2023, with
Vingroup holding 49.74 percent of its shares. While the
financial details of the acquisition were not disclosed,
Nvidia CEO Jensen Huang expressed excitement about
collaborating with Vingroup and VinBrain, aiming to
develop the startup into a leading design center in
Vietnam. [Viet Nam News]
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Vietnam: Vingroup breaks ground on USD
290 million EV plant in Ha Tinh province

(Im) Vingroup, one of Vietnam's largest conglomerates,
has started construction on its second VinFast electric
vehicle (EV) plant in Vietnam, with an investment of
VND7.3 trillion (USD 290 million). The plant, located in
Ha Tinh province, will initially produce VF 3 and VF 5
models, with components sourced from its first plant
in Hai Phong and batteries from its VinES factory. The
plant is expected to have an annual production
capacity of 300,000 vehicles in its first phase, creating
6,000 jobs upon completion in July 2025.

Vingroup also plans to develop a logistics and port
complex at a cost of VNDA4O trillion (USD 1.56 billion) in
the Vung Ang Economic Zone, a region already home
to major industrial projects. [VnExpress International]

Vietnam: Policies needed to accelerate
seaport greening for sustainable growth

(hn) Vietnam must accelerate the greening of its
seaports to meet sustainability goals and honor its
commitments under the COP26 agreement, experts
said at a seminar on green port development in Ho Chi
Minh City. While 30 of the country’s 290 seaports, such
as Tan Cang Cat Lai and Hai Phong International
Container Port, have adopted green transformations,
significant barriers remain.

High costs are a major challenge. For example,
converting the Lach Huyen project to a fully green and
automated model could increase investment from VND
12 trillion to nearly VND 40 trillion. Experts stressed
the need for supportive policies, including tax
incentives, simplified administrative procedures, and
accessible green credit, to help enterprises meet green
port criteria.

Key recommendations included introducing clear
green energy targets, setting carbon emission criteria,
and adjusting service prices at deep-water ports to
attract investment in sustainable equipment.
Additional measures, such as incentivizing shore
power systems and solar energy adoption, were also
proposed to reduce greenhouse gas emissions.

Vietnam's efforts to green its seaports will improve
their regional and global competitiveness while
contributing to long-term sustainable development.
However, a cohesive policy framework and substantial
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government support are essential to overcome
financial and technical barriers. [Viet Nam News]

Vietham: Transport ministry commits to
USD 67 billion North-South high-speed
railway project

(Im) Vietnam's Ministry of Transport has affirmed its
readiness to begin the construction of the North-South
high-speed railway project, following the National
Assembly's approval of the investment policy on
November 30. With a total investment of VND 1.7
quadrillion (USD 67 billion), this will be the largest
infrastructure project in the country's history.

The railway will span 1,541 kilometers, connecting
Hanoi and Ho Chi Minh City, and passing through 20
provinces and cities. Designed for a maximum speed
of 350 kilometers per hour, the dual-track line will
feature 23 passenger stations and five freight stations.
The project, which will be financed by public
investment, is expected to start construction in 2027,
with completion slated for 2035.

The project will be implemented in three phases. The
first phase (2025-2027) will focus on preparing the
feasibility study and Front-End Engineering Design
(FEED), which will be used to support the Engineering,
Procurement, and Construction (EPC) bidding process.
Phases two and three will involve tendering, contractor
selection, construction, equipment procurement, and
final operational testing. [Viet Nam News]

Vietnam: Real estate prices soar 59
percent in five years

(Im) Vietnam's real estate prices have increased by 59
percent over the past five years, outpacing the growth
in many developed countries, according to a report
from Global Property Guide. The country's real estate
market has been considered one of the best-
performing investment channels in recent years. In the
last quarter of 2024, apartment returns reached 197
percent, while land plot profits surged 137 percent
compared to the first quarter of 2015.

Key factors driving the rise in real estate prices include
economic growth, governance, and social demand.
Vietnam is also among the countries with the highest
homeownership rates globally, at 90 percent. [The
Star]
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Vietnam: Explosion during military
exercise in south leaves at least 12
soldiers dead

(Im/hn) A military exercise conducted by Military
Region 7 at the National Shooting Range Area 3 in
Dong Nai Province, southern Vietnam, turned tragic on
December 2, when an explosion killed 12 soldiers from
Battalion 17 of Division 5. The soldiers were
transporting explosives during heavy rain and
thunderstorms when the blast occurred.

Preliminary reports suggest lightning may have struck
an electrical detonator, causing the explosion.
However, military experts have raised doubts, pointing
to human error as a more likely cause. They note that
military safety protocols are typically stringent,
requiring the separation of explosives and detonators
to prevent such incidents.

The Ministry of National Defense has ordered an
investigation and tasked Military Region 7 with
examining the scene and supporting the victims'
families. Search efforts for remaining victims are
ongoing. Military Region 7 oversees operations in nine
provinces and cities in southern and central Vietnam,
including Dong Nai and Ho Chi Minh City. [Radio Free
Asia] [Tuoitrenews]

International Relations,
Geopolitics and Security
in Asia

Chinese diplomats expelled by
governments of Paraguay and Lithuania
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(wy/am) Paraguay and Lithuania have taken diplomatic
actions against Chinese officials, with Paraguay
expelling a senior envoy for interference in its Taiwan
relations and Lithuania declaring three Chinese
diplomats persona non grata

Paraguay

The Paraguayan government has expelled Xu Wei, a
senior Chinese envoy, for excessive interference in
Paraguay's diplomatic relations with Taiwan. Xu's visa
was revoked, and he was given 24 hours to leave the
country, with the government declaring him persona
non grata. [The Guardian]

Xu was originally scheduled to participate in UNESCO's
annual meeting in Paraguay. However, instead of
attending, he met with two opposition lawmakers
sympathetic to China and later with Paraguayan
officials in Asuncion, the capital. During these
meetings, Xu urged lawmakers to sever ties with
Taiwan and establish diplomatic relations with China,
emphasizing the potential trade benefits Paraguay
could gain from such a decision.

The Paraguayan Foreign Ministry stated that Xu's
actions violated the terms of his visa, leading to his
expulsion. [Al Jazeera 1] [Reuters]

Juan Baiardi, Deputy Minister of Administration and
Technical Affairs at Paraguay's Foreign Ministry,
described Xu's interference in the country’s internal
politics as inappropriate. The Taiwanese Embassy in
Paraguay strongly condemned Xu's actions, reaffirming
the sovereignty of the Republic of China (Taiwan) and
the importance of Paraguay-Taiwan relations. [Al
Jazeera 2] [X]

Paraguay is one of just 12 countries worldwide, and
the only one in South America, that maintains formal
diplomatic relations with Taiwan. This longstanding
alliance places the nation in a unique geopolitical
position, as China continues to pressure Taiwan's allies
to switch recognition to Beijing.

In recent years, other Latin American nations -
including Honduras, Panama, and El Salvador - have
cut ties with Taiwan in favor of Beijing, lured by
promises of economic development and access to
China's vast markets.

Lithuania
In a separate development, three diplomatic staff

members from the Office of the Charge d'Affaires of
China in Lithuania were declared persona non grata
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and requested to leave Lithuania within the timeframe
set by its Foreign Ministry. [ABS-CBN News] [Ecns]

The Chinese Foreign Ministry emphasized that the
Lithuanian government had provided no explanation
or justification, viewing the decision as groundless. It
rejected and condemned the decision, describing it as
“wanton and provocative” and accusing Lithuania of
escalating bilateral tensions. The Chinese government
stated it reserved the right to take retaliatory
measures. [Global Times] [Ministry of Foreign Affairs,
China 1,.in Chinese] [Ministry of Foreign Affairs, China
2]

Beijing had downgraded its diplomatic relations with
Vilnius to the level of charge d'affaires in 2021 after
Lithuania allowed Taiwan to establish a representative
office in its territory (see AiR No. 47, November/2021,
4).

According to the Chinese government, the expulsion of
its diplomats has further strained relations. However,
Beijing also noted Lithuania's preparations for forming
a new government and the expressed desire of some
Lithuanian politicians to improve relations with China.
In response, China expressed hope that the incoming
government would adhere to the one-China principle
and work towards ameliorating bilateral ties. [China
Daily]

Japan’s Prime Minister Ishiba reaffirms
plans for Asian version of NATO

(dqgl) Japanese Prime Minister Shigeru Ishiba reiterated
his desire to establish an Asian version of NATO.
Speaking at a meeting of the Budget Committee in
Japan's House of Representatives om December 10,
Ishiba highlighted the relative weakening of U.S.
deterrence in East Asia, emphasizing the need to
maintain the regional balance of power.

Acknowledging constitutional challenges related to
collective defense, Ishiba argued that dismissing the
possibility from the outset is not a productive
approach. He stressed the importance of actively
considering how to integrate collective defense into
Japan's security policy. [Nippon.com]

Japan, US and South Korea hold trilateral
meeting
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(dql) Senior officials from Japan, the US and South
Korea held a trilateral meeting in Tokyo on December 9
to discuss the current situation regarding North Korea,
including recent developments in Russia-North Korea
cooperation.

They expressed serious concerns over North Korea's
continued nuclear and ballistic missile programs, the
advancement of Russia-North Korea military
cooperation, such as the deployment of North Korean
troops to Russia and their engagement in combat, and
the broader implications of these activities.

Additionally, they discussed efforts to counter North
Korea's illicit cyber activities, which could fund its
weapons of mass destruction and ballistic missile
programs.

The officials also reaffirmed the importance of close
coordination among their countries and reconfirmed
their commitment to the full implementation of
relevant United Nations Security Council resolutions,
international collaboration including engagement in
multilateral forums, and cooperation with like-minded
countries. [Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Japan]

Japan, U.S. and Philippines conduct joint
naval exercise

(dgl) Combined defense forces of the Philippines,
Japan, and the United States carried out the fifth
multilateral maritime exercise in the South China Sea
on December 6.

Conducted within the Philippines’ Exclusive Economic
Zone (EEZ), the exercise focused on improving the
interoperability of defense doctrines, tactics,
techniques, and procedures among the participating
forces. [BNN Bloomberg]

Units involved in the exercise included the Philippine
Navy's BRP Andres Bonifacio (PS17) and a C-90 aircraft,
the Japan Maritime Self-Defense Force’s Murasame-
class destroyer JS Samidare (DD 106), and the U.S.
Navy's P-8A Poseidon from Patrol Squadron 47. The
exercise featured several coordinated operations,
including communication checks, a Subject Matter
Expert Exchange (SMEE), a pre-sail conference to align
operational targets, and photo and division tactics
exercises. [ABS-CBN]

Coming at a time of heightened maritime tensions
between China and the Philippines, Chinese state
media were quick to blame Manila for “playing a
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destructive role for managing differences and
undermining regional peace and stability.” [Global
Times]

The exercise came after on December 4, China and the
Philippines presented conflicting versions of a
maritime confrontation around a contested shoal in
the South China Sea, the latest flare-up in a dispute
between the two countries. According to Philippine
officials, Chinese coast guard vessels fired water
cannons and side-swiped a Manila fisheries bureau
boat as it tried to deliver supplies to Filipino fishermen
in the area. The Philippine Coast Guard (PCG) criticized
China's actions during a press conference, warning
that Beijing's actions disrupted Philippine maritime
operations and put lives at risk.

In response, China's Coast Guard claimed that
Philippine ships had dangerously entered its territorial
waters around the Scarborough Shoal, which Beijing
claims as Huangyan Island. It stated that repeated
warnings were ignored, maintaining that China had
exercised control to ensure safety. [Reuters]

IFC issues largest Mongolian Tugrik bond
to date

(fs) The International Finance Corporation (IFC), part of
the World Bank Group, has launched its inaugural
Mongolian tugrik (MNT) bond, marking the largest such
issuance by a supranational entity.

The three-year bond raised MNT 102.5 billion
(approximately USD 30 million) and aims to enhance
liquidity in the offshore MNT market while financing
initiatives to foster economic growth in Mongolia.

Danish investment firm Global Evolution was the sole
investor, with Standard Chartered serving as the
arranger. Listed on the Luxembourg Stock Exchange,
the bond involves TCX as the swap provider. This
issuance offers unique AAA-rated access for local
currency investors, addressing currency risks and
promoting the development of domestic capital
markets.

IFC has long supported Mongolia’s financial sector,
advising on green bond regulations and investing in its
first green bond in 2023. To date, IFC has issued bonds
in 48 currencies, many in emerging markets, to deepen
local capital markets and expand currency liquidity
globally. [GoGo]
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EU-UN partnership to support Mongolia’s
development

(fs) The European Union (EU), United Nations
Development Programme (UNDP), Food and
Agriculture Organization (FAO), and International
Labour Organization (ILO) have concluded the "SDG-
Aligned Budgeting to Transform Employment in
Mongolia" (SDGBE) project.

With a EUR 7.4 million (USD 7.8 million) budget, the
initiative is part of the EU's EUR 50.8 million (USD 53.6
million) Budget Support Programme for Mongolia.
Launched in October 2020, it aimed to enhance public
financial management, sustainable development, and
inclusive economic growth in the country.

Key accomplishments include the adoption of Results-
Based Budgeting (RBB), enabling Mongolia's budgets to
align with its national priorities. Starting in 2025, six
local governments will implement RBB, supported by
an online platform. The project also supported public
and parliamentary budget oversight, piloted SDG
performance audits, and encouraged public
involvement in fiscal discussions.

In employment, the project introduced policies for
wage-based and self-employment, advanced technical
education, and aligned training curricula with
international standards. Notable reforms included the
approval of the National Qualification Framework and
improvements in labor standards through enhanced
inspector training and awareness campaigns.

Collaborations fostered private-sector growth,
particularly in agri-food value chains. Over 17,000
public officials were trained in budget management,
employment promotion, and labor standards,
benefiting marginalized groups and job seekers. [EU
delegation to Mongolia]

Mongolia prepares to finalize temporary
trade agreement with EAEU

(fs) Mongolia is nearing the finalization of a three-year
temporary free trade agreement with the Eurasian
Economic Union (EAEU), as announced by the Ministry
of Economy and Development.

The agreement involves duty-free import of 375
product categories, including eggs, wheat, animal feed,
dairy products, vegetables, and fruits, while Mongolia
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will benefit from reduced export tariffs on raw
materials such as wool, cashmere, and leather.

However, the Mongolian National Chamber of
Commerce and Industry has raised concerns over the
potential market displacement of local producers. It
has called for the government to establish import
quotas on essential products and consult with trade
representatives and businesses before ratifying the
agreement.

The tariff adjustments have already impacted domestic
industries, as the removal of flour import duties in May
led to a 30 percent drop in domestic flour production
by October. Some enterprises report sales declines of
up to 80 per cent.

Among the Eurasian Economic Union countries,
Mongolia imports predominantly from Russia, with
trade heavily skewed at a 97:3 balance. An average tax
of five per cent is imposed on goods and products
imported from Russia, while about 50 percent is paid
on exports to Russia. [Bloomberg TV]

ADB and XacBank to boost green finance
and support MSMEs in Mongolia

(fs) The Asian Development Bank (ADB) and Mongolian
bank XacBank have formalized a USD 50 million
financing package to promote climate action and
strengthen micro, small, and medium-sized enterprises
(MSMEs) in Mongolia.

Announced on December 3, the initiative comprises a
USD 40 million loan from ADB and a USD 10 million
concessional loan from the Canadian Climate and
Nature Fund for the Private Sector in Asia (CANPA).

At least 70 percent of the funds will target climate
mitigation and adaptation projects, while the rest will
enhance MSME financing, with a focus on women-led
enterprises. This collaboration seeks to address
Mongolia's climate challenges and the financial
barriers faced by MSMEs, which represent over 70
percent of the country's businesses.

This marks the first financing under CANPA, a trust
fund aimed at supporting private-sector climate
projects in Asia and the Pacific, funded by CAD 360
million (USD 254 million) from the Canadian
government. [Montsame]
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Chinese national in U.S. charged for
allegedly smuggling weapons to North
Korea

(mc) According to a statement by the US Department
of Justice, a Chinese person living in California was
arrested on charges of smuggling firearms,
ammunition and military equipment from the US to
North Korea.

While 41-year-old Shenghua Wen received
approximately $ 2 million from North Korea to obtain
weapons and equipment, it was shared with the public
that 50,000 ammunition was seized in a van near
Shenghua Wen's home in Ontario, California, in
September 2024.

Federal agents seized firearms, ammunition, and
devices such as a chemical threat detector and a hand-
held wiretap receiver that Wen reportedly planned to
send to the North Korean military. Wen was also
allegedly planning to export civilian aircraft engines to
help North Korea develop drone systems.

During the investigation, US authorities found evidence
that Wen was coordinating shipments hidden in
containers travelling to North Korea via Hong Kong and
confirmed that evidence from Wen's iPhone included
correspondence about the smuggling operation,
photographs of US military uniforms and evidence of
plans for a 'surprise attack on South Korea'.

Wen, who entered the US in 2012 on a student visa but
did not leave the country after his visa expired, was
previously ordered to leave the country in 2018. If
found guilty of violating the International Emergency
Economic Powers Act, Wen is expected to be arrested
with a federal prison sentence of up to 20 years. [BBC]

Taiwan’s vegetable initiative addresses
biodiversity loss in Southeast Asia

(sk) Under the Taiwan Asia Vegetable Initiative (TAsVI),
led by the World Vegetable Center (WorldVeg), the
Taiwanese government is repatriating vegetable seeds
to Southeast Asian countries to address the loss of
vegetable biodiversity. As one of the founding
members, Taiwan's Deputy Minister of Foreign Affairs,
Tien Chung-kwang, emphasized the importance of
integrated diplomacy, which unites Taiwan and like-
minded countries in advancing agricultural
development across the Indo-Pacific. [Focus Taiwan]
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Tien highlighted collaborations between WorldVeg and
research centers across Southeast Asia to enhance
knowledge and practices for preserving vegetable
biodiversity. Dr. Marco Wopereis, Director General of
WorldVeg, stated that TAsVI aims to raise awareness of
biodiversity loss and safeguard food and nutrition for
future generations. [Taiwan’s Ministry of Foreign
Affairs, in Chinese] [PR Newswire]

Since the 1990s, WorldVeg and national genebanks
have collected over 3,000 unique and endangered
vegetable varieties. With funding from Taiwan's
Ministry of Foreign Affairs, TAsVI focuses on rescuing
and protecting this vital biodiversity, contributing to
climate-resilient and healthy food systems. The
initiative aligns with the Fruit and Vegetable Global
Rescue Plan introduced at the 2021 UN Food Systems
Summit. [World Vegetable Center]

Bangladesh’s interm leader Yunus
discusses elections, reforms, support with
EU envoys

On December 9, Bangladesh's interm leader, Chief
Adviser Muhammad Yunus, engaged in discussions
with European Union (EU) envoys to update them on
the ongoing reform process in Bangladesh and the
upcoming parliamentary elections. The meeting, which
included 19 EU diplomats, was aimed at garnering
international support for the interim government's
reform agenda and promoting bilateral cooperation.

Yunus hinted at an announcement regarding the
direction of the reform process and elections,
emphasizing that key reforms must be completed
before elections can be held. He detailed the work of
various commissions, which are expected to submit
their reports by mid-January 2025. Yunus mentioned
that if all reforms cannot be completed in time, the
government would consult the public on whether to
proceed with elections or wait for further reforms.

The interim government, which took power following
the student-led uprising that ousted the previous
administration in August 2024, is focused on
overhauling several key sectors, including banking,
economy, and labor. Yunus highlighted the EU's role as
a positive force in supporting these reforms and
expressed gratitude for their backing, particularly in
light of recent political turmoil.

In addition to election and reform discussions, the
meeting covered critical issues such as labor rights,
human rights, the Rohingya crisis, and international
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migration. Yunus urged the EU to relocate their visa
offices from New Delhi to Dhaka to ease access for
Bangladeshi students, who face challenges due to
India's visa restrictions on Bangladeshis.

EU Ambassador Michael Miller reaffirmed the EU’s
commitment to supporting Bangladesh’'s democratic
transition, emphasizing the importance of upholding
the rule of law, democratic values, and human rights
during the reform process. The EU also expressed
interest in deepening its ties with Bangladesh,
particularly in the areas of trade, climate change, and
migration.

The session also included discussions on Bangladesh'’s
energy sector transformation, with Yunus seeking
international support to address the country’s energy
challenges. [The Daily Star] [BSS News]

Diplomats pay tribute to victims of
Bangladesh’s mass uprising at exhibition

(Im) Diplomats from various foreign missions in
Bangladesh visited The Daily Star's exhibition, "36 Days
of July: Saluting the Bravehearts," to honor the sacrifices
of those involved in the July uprising. Featuring
photographs, editorials, and a documentary, the
exhibition highlights the courage and resilience
displayed during the historic movement.

European Union Ambassador Michael Miller praised
the imagery as "striking and impressive," while Indian
High Commissioner Pranay Verma called the event
"well curated and poignant." Palestinian Ambassador
Yousef SY Ramadan and others expressed hope for a
peaceful, democratic, and inclusive Bangladesh. [The
Daily Star]

Bangladesh discontent over international
remarks on minority rights and unrest

(Im) Bangladesh has expressed strong discontent over
statements made by the United Kingdom's All-Party
Parliamentary Group (APPG) regarding alleged minority
rights violations and unrest. Foreign Adviser Touhid
Hossain conveyed Bangladesh'’s concerns to British
High Commissioner Sarah Cooke, criticizing claims that
violence and deaths escalated after the August 5
political transition. Hossain emphasized that nearly
1,500 people were killed before that date and called
the portrayal of events misleading.
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The United States has also urged Bangladesh to
respect fundamental rights, religious freedoms, and
human rights amid allegations of attacks on minorities.
Washington stressed that all governments must
uphold the rule of law and ensure peaceful handling of
protests, emphasizing the need for proper treatment
of detainees. [The Daily Star 1]

Additionally, U.S. Congressman Brad Sherman called
on Bangladesh’s interim government to protect its
Hindu minority and investigate alleged killings and
rights violations before and after Sheikh Hasina's
ouster. Sherman emphasized the importance of
leadership in addressing violence against minorities
and responding to calls for justice from the Bangladesh
Hindu Buddhist Christian Unity Council and the United
Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights. [The
Daily Star 2]

Maldives takes part in OACPS Ministerial
Council

(sl) At the 118th session of the Ministerial Council of
the Organization of African, Caribbean, and Pacific
States (OACPS), Ambassador of the Republic of
Maldives to the Kingdom of Belgium, H.E. Dr. Abdulla
Khalil, delivered a statement on behalf of the Minister
for Foreign Affairs, Geela Ali.

In her statement, the Ambassador expressed gratitude
to the OACPS Secretariat and member states for their
continued support of the Maldives since it became a
full member of the organization. She highlighted the
crucial role of OACPS in uniting countries to address
challenges such as sustainable development, the
climate crisis, and global peace and security.

The Ambassador also underscored the importance of
the OACPS-EU partnership, expressing confidence that
it will bring significant economic benefits to the
Maldives. [Ministry of Foreign Affairs - Republic of
Maldives]

Maldives delivers oral submissions to the
ICJ on climate change

(sl) On December 6, the Attorney General of the
Republic of Maldives, Uz. Ahmed Usham, representing
the Government of the Maldives, addressed the
International Court of Justice (1C)).
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The 77th session of the UN General Assembly had
adopted Resolution No. 77/276, titled “Request for an
advisory opinion of the International Court of Justice
on the obligations of States in respect of climate
change,” in which called on the ICJ to provide an
advisory opinion under Article 65 of the Court's
Statute.

Attorney General Usham highlighted the strong
leadership of President Dr. Mohamed Muizzu on
climate change issues, urging the international
community to support climate-vulnerable countries
like the Maldives. He reaffirmed the Maldives'
opposition to forced relocation due to climate change.

The Maldives was further represented at the hearing
by international lawyers, who emphasized the binding
obligations under climate agreements. They noted the
duty of states to support and cooperate with
developing nations under customary international law.
The lawyers also called on the global community to
assist small island developing states (SIDS) in adapting
to the environmental challenges posed by climate
change. [Ministry of Foreign Affairs - Republic of
Maldives]

SAARC nations discuss climate action in
Colombo

(Im) Delegates from South Asian Association for
Regional Cooperation (SAARC) member states
convened in Colombo for the fifth meeting of the Inter-
Governmental Expert Group on Climate Change. The
discussions focused on evaluating progress under the
Thimphu Statement on Climate Change, adopted at the
16th SAARC Summit in 2010. Participants reviewed a
background study on the statement and shared
regional best practices for climate action.

The meeting concluded with recommendations aimed
at advancing the full implementation of the Thimphu
Statement, reinforcing commitments to foster
sustainable development and environmental resilience
across South Asia. [The Kathmandu Post]

SAARC, a regional organization established in 1985 to
promote economic, social, and cultural development,
comprises eight member states: Afghanistan,
Bangladesh, Bhutan, India, Maldives, Nepal, Pakistan,
and Sri Lanka. The grouping has struggled to achieve
its potential, largely due to strained India-Pakistan
relations, marked by political and territorial disputes,
particularly over Kashmir. Their rivalry has disrupted
regional cooperation and hindered initiatives, including
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the indefinite postponement of the 2016 summit in
Islamabad after India, citing cross-border terrorism,
withdrew, prompting others to follow.

Nepal’'s Foreign Minister Deuba stresses
climate justice at IC)

(Im) Nepal's Minister for Foreign Affairs, Arzu Rana
Deuba, delivered Nepal's oral statement at the
International Court of Justice (ICJ) on December 9
during hearings on the "Obligations of States in respect
of climate change." Deuba highlighted the
disproportionate impacts of climate change on Nepal,
despite the country’s vital role in maintaining global
climate balance through its glaciers and snow-capped
mountains. She expressed the injustice faced by Nepal,
stating that the country was "paying for a bad ‘karma’
we did not create."

Deuba called for climate justice, emphasizing Nepal's
vulnerability due to its geography and low level of
development. She underscored the need for
developed countries to assist vulnerable nations like
Nepal in mitigating and adapting to climate change
under the Paris Agreement.

Nepal also argued that developed countries should be
held accountable for the harm caused by their historic
emissions. The oral proceedings, held at the ICJ in The
Hague, are part of a broader effort to clarify the legal
obligations of states regarding climate change, with
Nepal urging compensation for the damage caused by
global emissions. [The Kathmandu Post]

United States honors Nepalese journalist
Matrika Dahal as anti-corruption
champion

(rs) The U.S. Department of State has recognized
Matrika Dahal, a journalist from Nepal's Kantipur Daily,
as one of the 2024 Anti-Corruption Champions. U.S.
Secretary of State Antony Blinken presented the award
to Dahal in Washington, D.C., for his groundbreaking
investigative reporting on major corruption cases in
Nepal. His work has exposed scandals such as the fake
Bhutanese refugee case, the Lalita Niwas land grab,
and gold smuggling networks involving politicians,
officials, and middlemen. [The Kathmandu Post]

Honored on International Anti-Corruption Day, Dahal is
among a distinguished group of recipients from
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countries like Colombia, Albania, Armenia, Lebanon,
The Gambia, Panama, Kazakhstan, Uganda, and
Azerbaijan. [U.S. Department of State]

Bangladesh, Pakistan, Vietnam: Extreme
heat puts garment factory workers at risk

(Im) A report by Cornell University's Global Labor
Institute has highlighted the growing risk to workers in
garment factories across Bangladesh, Vietnam, and
Pakistan due to rising temperatures caused by climate
change.

In key cities like Dhaka, Hanoi, Ho Chi Minh City,
Phnom Penh, and Karachi, the number of days with
“wet-bulb” temperatures exceeding 30.5°C has
increased by 42 percent from 2005-2009 to 2020-2024.
These extreme temperatures, which account for both
heat and humidity, pose significant health risks, as the
International Labor Organization recommends taking
breaks to prevent heat exhaustion when these levels
are reached.

The report urges multinational retailers, such as H&M,
Nike, and Inditex, to address this issue, particularly as
new European Union regulations make them legally
liable for working conditions in their supply chains.
These companies are being urged to invest in
measures like improved ventilation and water
evaporative cooling systems to mitigate heat stress,
which significantly impacts productivity. Only a few
companies, including Nike, Levi's, and VF Corp.,
currently include protocols to protect workers from
heat in their supplier codes of conduct.

The EU's Corporate Sustainability Due Diligence
Directive, which will apply to large companies starting
mid-2027, holds brands accountable for ensuring safe
working conditions at their suppliers. The report also
emphasizes the need for higher wages and health
protections to help workers manage the risks of
heatwaves. [Arab News]

Pakistan’s SAFCO Ventures secures IFC
funding to establish South Asia’s first
sustainable aviation fuel facility

(sn) SAFCO Venture Holdings Limited (SAFCO

Ventures), a leading player in Pakistan's renewable
energy sector, has secured USD 35 million from the
International Finance Corporation (IFC) to establish
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South Asia's first sustainable aviation fuel (SAF) facility
in Sheikhupura, Punjab. The funding includes USD 5
million in debt and USD 30 million in equity, supported
by the UK-backed Climate Investment Funds for
Pakistan (CIFPAK).

The facility will convert 250,000 tons of cooking and
waste oils into aviation fuel annually, reducing CO2
emissions by 500,000 tons and creating 300 direct and
20,000 indirect jobs. SAF, a renewable resource, cuts
greenhouse gas emissions by up to 94 percent,
addressing the aviation industry's significant
environmental impact. [International Finance
Corporation]

Pakistan eyes United States waiver for
Iran-Pakistan gas pipeline under incoming
Trump administration

(mra) Pakistan is actively seeking a U.S. waiver on
sanctions that have stalled the Iran-Pakistan (IP) gas
pipeline, a project that could significantly reduce the
country's reliance on expensive and volatile imported
LNG. Petroleum Minister Musadik Malik has
announced plans to engage with the incoming Trump
administration to address the issue, emphasizing the
pipeline’s critical importance for Pakistan's energy
security.

The IP pipeline, originally conceived as the Iran-
Pakistan-India (IPI) pipeline, aims to deliver 750 million
cubic feet of natural gas per day (MMcf/d) from Iran's
South Pars gas field to Pakistan. Signed in 2010, the
project required both Iran and Pakistan to construct
their respective pipeline segments. While Iran has
completed its 900-kilometer portion, Pakistan's
segment, spanning approximately 780 kilometers,
remains unfinished due to financial constraints and
concerns over violating U.S. sanctions under the
Countering America's Adversaries Through Sanctions
Act (CAATSA). The sanctions were imposed to curb
Iran's nuclear program and penalize entities involved
in Iran’'s energy sector.

Despite the potential economic benefits, the project
has faced significant delays. Pakistan was initially
required to complete its section by December 2014,
with penalties for non-compliance. Iran has repeatedly
urged Pakistan to fulfill its obligations, even offering
financial support for construction. However, Pakistan
has cited U.S. sanctions as the primary obstacle to
progress.
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In the meantime, Pakistan has secured a deferment for
five LNG cargoes from Qatar until 2026, with ongoing
negotiations for the postponement of five more. This
decision comes as Pakistan grapples with surplus LNG
supplies and cost inefficiencies in power generation.
Malik emphasized that Pakistan would avoid penalties
by deferring rather than canceling the shipments
under long-term contracts.

Additionally, Pakistan is advancing broader energy
reforms, including digitization initiatives within the
petroleum sector, plans for an USD 8-10 billion
greenfield refinery project, and investment-driven
partnerships with Saudi Arabia. [The Nation]

Pakistan seeks to expedite trans-Afghan
railway project connecting South and
Central Asia

(Im) Pakistan has announced plans to engage
Uzbekistan, Turkmenistan, and the United Arab
Emirates (UAE) to accelerate the completion of the
trans-Afghan railway project. This ambitious corridor
will link northeastern Kazakhstan to Pakistan through
Uzbekistan and Afghanistan, with the aim of fostering
trade and connectivity between South and Central
Asia, and ultimately extending to the Jebel Ali port in
the UAE via land and sea routes.

Commerce Minister Jam Kamal Khan reiterated
Pakistan’'s commitment to the railway initiative during
a meeting with Kazakhstan's Ambassador Yerzhan
Kistafin in Islamabad. The minister emphasized the
project's potential to enhance regional trade and
economic cooperation, pledging to work with
stakeholders, including Afghanistan, Uzbekistan,
Turkmenistan, and Abu Dhabi authorities, to expedite
its progress.

The railway project has garnered multinational
interest, involving countries such as Pakistan, the UAE,
Uzbekistan, Afghanistan, and Qatar. Earlier this year,
Afghanistan’s Taliban government signed a
memorandum with Uzbekistan and the UAE to conduct
feasibility studies, following discussions on technical,
financial, and strategic aspects. Agreements on
primary routes and implementation strategies were
also established during earlier meetings of transport
ministers from the involved nations.

Despite the project’s promise, significant challenges
remain. Pakistan faces issues of political instability,
insurgency in Balochistan, and security threats to
infrastructure projects under the China-Pakistan
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Economic Corridor (CPEC). Strained relations with
Afghanistan over the Tehreek-e-Taliban Pakistan’s
activities and a crackdown on Afghan refugees further
complicate efforts to secure trade routes critical to the
railway corridor. The Taliban have denied allegations of
providing safe havens to militant groups.

As part of Pakistan’s broader push to position itself as
a trade and transit hub for Central Asia, the railway
project represents a vital step. The initiative aims to
leverage Pakistan's strategic geographic location to
connect landlocked Central Asian nations with global
markets, underscored by recent high-level
engagements and economic discussions with Central
Asian counterparts. [Arab News]

OIC’'s COMSTECH plans 16th general
assembly in Pakistan in May 2025

(Im) The Organization of Islamic Cooperation's (OIC)
Standing Committee on Scientific and Technological
Cooperation (COMSTECH) will hold its 16th general
assembly in Islamabad, Pakistan, in May 2025. The
event aims to promote educational initiatives and
strengthen scientific and technological cooperation
among OIC member states.

COMSTECH, established in 1981, works to advance
science and technology within OIC countries, focusing
on sustainable development, poverty reduction, and
improving the quality of life. The general assembly,
which is chaired by Pakistan's president every two
years, will discuss COMSTECH's budget, programs, and
new initiatives.

COMSTECH Coordinator General Dr. Igbal Choudhry
recently met OIC Secretary General Hissein Brahim
Taha in Jeddah to discuss key initiatives, including the
hosting of the First Extraordinary Conference of
Ministers of Higher Education to support Palestinian
students. The assembly will also address educational
crises and the launch of fellowships for Palestinian
students at the OIC headquarters.

Other initiatives discussed include the establishment
of a halal products testing center at King Faisal
University in Chad and the COMSTECH-CHAD program
aimed at promoting science and technology. [Arab
News]
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Asian Development Bank approves USD 30
million financing for CEB

(Im) The Asian Development Bank (ADB) has approved
a USD 30 million Small Expenditure Financing Facility
(SEFF) for Sri Lanka's Ceylon Electricity Board (CEB) to
support energy sector projects. This is Sri Lanka's first
SEFF, aimed at promoting renewable energy, private
sector involvement, and sustainability of ongoing ADB-
financed energy projects.

The facility will finance activities like feasibility studies
for renewable energy technologies, upgrades to
transmission and distribution systems, and capacity
building. A key focus is the Moragolla Hydropower
Plant, with USD 15 million allocated for its operational
sustainability. The facility will support Sri Lanka's goal
of sourcing 70 percent of electricity from renewables
by 2030 and enhance the CEB's ability to integrate
renewable energy into the grid. [adaderana.lk]

Sri Lanka’s ‘Ava’ gang leader arrested in
Canada on murder charges

(Im) Prasanna Nallalingam, the alleged leader of the Sri
Lankan motorcycle gang AAVA, has been arrested in
Toronto, Canada, and faces extradition to France on
murder charges. He is accused of orchestrating the
gang-related killing of Abiraman Balakirishnan and the
attempted murder of another man in La Courneuve,
France, in September 2022. Nallalingam, also known as
Ajanthan Subramaniyam, is linked to a violent rivalry
between AAVA and the LC Boys gang. He is alleged to
have planned and instigated the attack, which resulted
in Balakirishnan's death.

Nallalingam, 32, was already wanted in Sri Lanka for
the 2021 murder of Sivakumaran Jeewarathna. He had
been on the run internationally, with Interpol issuing
an arrest warrant. He entered Canada illegally from the
US in December 2022, using a fraudulent identity, and
was later arrested in May 2024 by Canadian authorities
after failing to attend a refugee hearing. Nallalingam is
currently in custody, awaiting an extradition hearing
scheduled for May 2025. [Daily Mirror]

Brunei chairs ASEAN summit on
advancing disability rights

(ga) Brunei Darussalam, through its Ministry of Culture,
Youth and Sports, chaired the 20th ASEAN Senior
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Officials Meeting on Social Welfare and Development
(SOMSWD) and related meetings from December 4 to
6, held via video conference. The theme,
“Strengthening Partnerships for Advancing the Rights
and Welfare of Persons with Disabilities,” underscored
discussions aimed at enhancing regional frameworks,
collaboration, and support for disability inclusion.

Key outcomes included reviews of the SOMSWD Work
Plan 2021-2025, preparations for the 2026-2030 Work
Plan, and the development of the next ASEAN Enabling
Masterplan. Additionally, the 19th SOMSWD+3 meeting
addressed cooperation with ASEAN Plus Three
partners in areas such as social protection, population
aging, and disability inclusion.

The meetings were complemented by the 19th GO-
NGO Forum on December 4, which gathered over 100
participants from ASEAN member states, NGOs, and
other stakeholders to discuss strengthening
partnerships for promoting the rights and welfare of
persons with disabilities. [Borneo Bulletin]

EU launches twinning project to enhance
Cambodia’s statistical system

(mfr) The EU and Cambodia officially launched the “EU
Twinning” project on December 5, aimed at enhancing
the quality of the country's statistical system. This
unique initiative, the first of its kind in Cambodia and
Asia, is designed to foster collaboration between
Cambodian and European statistical institutions. The
event, held in Phnom Penh, was attended by the
Minister of Planning Bin Troachhey, EU Ambassador to
Cambodia Igor Driesmans, and representatives from
Italy, France, Poland, and Lithuania.

The project aims to improve Cambodia's data
infrastructure, regulatory frameworks, and data quality
standards. It will provide technical expertise and share
best practices in areas such as professional
development for statisticians and institutional
coordination.

The project, which will run for 30 months and has a
budget of over USD 2 million, is led by Italy in
collaboration with France, Poland, and Lithuania. It
focuses on three main areas: strengthening
coordination within the national statistical system,
improving statistical methodologies, and enhancing
the training and development of statisticians. [The
Phnom Penh Post] [Asia News Network] [Khmer Times]
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Indonesia, BRICS and Non-Alignment
commitment

(Ip) Indonesia’s Minister of Foreign Affairs, Sugiono,
attended a hearing with members of the House of
Representatives December 2. The meeting focused on
the Ministry of Foreign Affairs' 100-day work program
plan.

During the session, Senator Amelia Anggraini from the
National Democratic Party which is part of the
government coalition inquired about Indonesia’s
potential position and role within the BRICS forum,
should the country decide to join. She expressed
concern that without specific objectives, Indonesia
could risk being trapped by the interests of BRICS
member states. This inquiry was linked to President
Prabowo Subianto's expressed interest in joining
BRICS, as demonstrated by his directive for Sugiono to
attend the BRICS Summit in Kazan on October 23-24.

In response, Sugiono stated that BRICS could offer
significant opportunities for Indonesia to strengthen
economic ties with its member countries. He
reaffirmed that Indonesia’s longstanding foreign policy
principle, “bebas-aktif” (“independent and active”),
emphasizes non-alignment. This approach allows
Indonesia to define its position and policies
independently while actively contributing to global
affairs in alignment with its national interests.

Sugiono further highlighted Indonesia’s potential to
serve as a bridge for communication and cooperation
among nations. He explained that participation in
BRICS could support Indonesia’s economic growth
targets while aligning with its “independent and active”
foreign policy, making membership in the forum a
strategic extension of this principle. [Antara News, in
Indonesian] [CNN Indonesia, in Indonesian]
[Kompas.com, in Indonesian]

Indonesia calls out double standards in
Gaza crisis

(gk) During the Emergency Special Session of the
United Nations General Assembly convened to address
Israel’s actions in the Palestinian territories, Indonesia’s
Deputy Foreign Minister, Arrmanatha Nasir, criticized
what he described as double standards in the
treatment of Gaza.

He emphasized that since the outbreak of the Middle
East conflict on October 7, 2023, the war has claimed
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44,532 lives - exceeding the population of seven UN
member states. Nasir pointed out the failure of eight
draft resolutions in the UN Security Council, the non-
implementation of successful resolutions, and the lack
of accountability for crimes against humanity, all of
which have perpetuated violence against Palestinians.
He argued that this inaction has eroded the
international legal and world order, exposing inherent
double standards.

Nasir urged the international community to take
concrete measures, including halting arms shipments
to Israel, enforcing international organization decisions
more effectively, and improving humanitarian
conditions in Gaza through aid. He called on nations to
support justice, humanity, and the promotion of a two-
state solution to the Israel-Palestine conflict. [Ministry
of Foreign Affairs of The Republic of Indonesia]

UN reaffirms Kyaw Moe Tun as Myanmar’s
representative

(sc/tl) The U.N. Credentials Committee has extended
Ambassador Kyaw Moe Tun's mandate as Myanmar's
Permanent Representative until the end of 2025,
delivering a symbolic blow to the military regime. The
decision, announced on December 6 following a
November meeting, preserves Kyaw Moe Tun's
position as a representative of the National Unity
Government (NUG), which opposes the junta. Aung
Myo Min, the NUG Minister of Human Rights, hailed
the move as a victory for the people of Myanmar,
emphasizing the importance of amplifying their voices
through the U.N. [Democratic Voice of Burma] [The
Irrawaddy]

The UN's Nomination Committee, which annually
reviews ambassadorial appointments, deferred its
decision, allowing U Kyaw Moe Tun to remain in his
position. The Myanmar Permanent Mission to UN
confirmed that U Kyaw Moe Tun and his delegation will
continue participating in General Assembly sessions,
committee meetings, and other UN activities as before.
[VOA in Burmese][MMTV]

Kyaw Moe Tun, loyal to the ousted National League for
Democracy (NLD) and the NUG, has steadfastly
rejected the military regime, which had attempted to
replace him with Aung Thurein after the 2021 coup.
The NUG, formed by elected lawmakers of the
Committee Representing Pyidaungsu Hluttaw (CRPH),
continues to challenge the regime's legitimacy on the
global stage. The decision reinforces international
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recognition of the NUG's efforts to restore democracy
in Myanmar. [Democratic Voice of Burma]

US warship asserts navigation rights in
disputed South China Sea

(Im) A US warship, the Arleigh Burke-class guided-
missile destroyer USS Preble (DDG 88), sailed near the
Spratly Islands in the South China Sea on December 6,
amid escalating tensions between China and the
Philippines. The US Navy's 7th Fleet stated that the
passage was conducted to assert "navigational rights
and freedoms" in accordance with international law.

The Preble's maneuver challenged unlawful
restrictions on innocent passage imposed by China,
Taiwan, and Vietnam, emphasizing the right to free
movement in international waters. The US military
clarified that any requirement for advance notification
or authorization for innocent passage is unlawful.
[Anadolu Ajansi]

Malaysia’s ASEAN chairmanship to
prioritize business law reforms

(Im) Malaysia, as ASEAN's 2025 chair, intends to
prioritize harmonizing business laws across member
states to enhance legal protections and facilitate cross-
border trade, according to Azalina Othman Said,
Minister in the Prime Minister's Department of Law
and Institutional Reform. During a visit to Bangkok,
Azalina emphasized the importance of alternative
dispute resolution (ADR) mechanisms, which provide
cost-effective and efficient solutions to trade disputes
while avoiding expensive litigation.

To bolster cross-border investment and trade
confidence, Azalina proposed increased collaboration
between Thailand's arbitration center and Malaysia's
counterpart. Drawing on the European Union as a
model, she highlighted the potential of ADR and Al
technology to address language barriers and improve
access to justice across ASEAN.

Azalina further stressed that Malaysia’'s legal reform
agenda during its ASEAN chairmanship would focus on
unifying dispute resolution frameworks, integrating Al-
driven tools, and fostering deeper economic
collaboration among member states and regional
partners such as China, India, and Japan. These
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initiatives aim to position ASEAN as a leading global
economic powerhouse. [Bangkok Post]

UN envoy emphasizes urgent soil and
water management action

(Im) At the International Soil and Water Forum in
Bangkok, UN Special Envoy on Water Retno Marsudi
urged member states to prioritize sustainable soil and
water management to address food security
challenges and water scarcity. Highlighting
agriculture's use of 70 percent of global freshwater,
Marsudi warned that by 2050, water stress could leave
170 million people in low-income countries
undernourished, with broader impacts on developed
nations.

Marsudi advocated for knowledge sharing,
technological advancements, and global collaboration
as essential investments for the future. Thailand's
Agriculture Minister Narumon Pinyosinwat echoed
these concerns, emphasizing the need for a global,
multidisciplinary approach to combat declining soil
fertility, biodiversity loss, and water scarcity.

The forum, organized by the FAO and Thailand's
Ministry of Agriculture and Cooperatives, focused on
solutions to ensure food security and environmental
sustainability. [Bangkok Post]

More media coverage of Mekong Region
urged to boost tourism

(Im) At a media exchange event in Lhasa, Tibet,
representatives from six Greater Mekong Sub-Region
(GMS) countries were encouraged to enhance media
coverage of the Lancang-Mekong region to foster
cooperation and attract tourists. Media
representatives also visited Tibetan sites like the Potala
Palace and learned about local efforts in ecological
protection and cultural preservation. [Bangkok Post]

Kebaya, Tom Yum Kung added to UNESCO
intangible cultural heritage list

(bk) The kebaya, a traditional women's garment in
Southeast Asia, has been added to UNESCO's
Representative List of the Intangible Cultural Heritage
of Humanity. This joint nomination by Thailand, Brunei,
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Indonesia, Malaysia, and Singapore recognizes the
kebaya's cultural significance and intricate
craftsmanship. It joins Thailand's "Tom Yum Kung"
(prawn soup), also recently recognized, bringing
Thailand's total UNESCO-listed heritages to six,
including the Songkran festival and Thai massage.

Culture Minister Sudawan Wangsuphakijkosol plans to
leverage these recognitions to boost Thailand's cultural
exports, enhancing its global presence in food and
fashion. [Thai PBS World] [Bangkok Post 1] [Bangkok
Post 2]

Thailand, EU delegation discuss
cooperation on EU deforestation-free
products regulation

(hrs) On December 4, Thailand's Ministry of Foreign
Affairs, led by Deputy Director-General Somrudee
Poopornanake, held a meeting with the European
Union Delegation to Bangkok to discuss the country’s
adaptation to the EU Deforestation-free Products
Regulation (EUDR). The meeting, which included
representatives from key Thai agencies such as the
Ministries of Agriculture, Commerce, Natural
Resources and Environment, the Office of the National
Land Policy Board, and the Federation of Thai
Industries, focused on addressing the challenges and
exploring potential cooperation for Thailand's
compliance with the regulation.

The EUDR, a component of the European Green Deal,
aims to eliminate deforestation linked to the trade of
certain commodities like cattle, wood, cocoa, soy, palm
oil, coffee, and rubber, as well as their derived
products. Set to come into force by December 2025 for
large operators and June 2026 for small and micro
enterprises, the regulation poses significant challenges
for smallholders. The meeting underscored the need
for flexibility within the EUDR to help Thai smallholders
adapt while ensuring their livelihoods are preserved.
[MFA Thailand]

Thai senior official discusses women's
rights with WGDAWG members

(hrs) Eksiri Pintaruchi, Thailand’'s Permanent Secretary
for Foreign Affairs, met with Haina Lu and Ivana Krsti¢,
members of the Working Group on Discrimination
Against Women and Girls (WGDAWG), during their
official visit to Thailand from December 2-13. The
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meeting focused on advancing women's rights, gender
equality, and supporting women'’s roles in diplomacy,
both in Thailand and globally.

The WGDAWG delegation visited the One Stop Crisis
Center, the Mother and Child Immigration Detention
Center, and the Central Women'’s Correctional
Institution. They engaged with Thai officials from
agencies such as the Royal Thai Police, Ministry of
Public Health, and Immigration Bureau, discussing
topics including justice, national security, governance,
gender equality, and the economy.

Endorsed by the Prime Minister in December 2023, the
visit aims to provide recommendations for enhancing
the protection of women'’s and girls’ rights in Thailand.
The final report will be presented at the 59th Session
of the Human Rights Council in Geneva in June 2025.
[MEA Thailand]

Bangladesh, India hold secretary-level
talks to adress growing tensions in ties

(Im) In a bid to address growing tensions, the foreign
secretaries of Bangladesh and India held high-level
talks in Dhaka on December 9, focusing on the
deteriorating bilateral relations following significant
political shifts in Bangladesh. The meeting, which was
the first such visit since the ouster of former Prime
Minister Sheikh Hasina, aimed to resolve disputes
arising from alleged attacks on minority Hindus in
Bangladesh and incidents involving Bangladeshi
diplomatic missions in India. [TRT WORLD]

The tensions have deepened since Hasina's departure
into exile in India in August, which led to a series of
protests and unrest in Bangladesh. One of the key
issues discussed was the recent arrest of Hindu leader
Chinmoy Das Prabhu under the interim government of
Muhammad Yunus, which sparked a backlash from
Hindu groups. These groups have called for better
security and protection for Hindus in Bangladesh,
particularly in the wake of rising violence against the
community.

In India, the tensions manifested in protests that
included the burning of Bangladeshi flags in Kolkata,
West Bengal, and an attack on a Bangladeshi
diplomatic mission in Agartala, Tripura, by Hindu
demonstrators. These incidents were a direct response
to Prabhu’s arrest, and both events were seen as signs
of growing frustration among Hindus over their
treatment in Bangladesh. The protests have sparked


https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-svyktt-l-iit/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-svyktt-l-iii/

diplomatic friction, with the Yunus-led government in
Bangladesh voicing strong disapproval.

The discussions also took place against the backdrop
of a surge in disinformation campaigns, which have
further strained diplomatic relations. A recent
investigation by the Bangladeshi fact-checking
organization Rumor Scanner revealed that 49 Indian
media outlets had spread at least 13 false reports
about Bangladesh between August and December
2024. These fabricated claims included allegations of
Sheikh Hasina seeking asylum in India, misleading
travel advisories, and reports suggesting Bangladesh
had lifted bans on militant organizations. [The Daily
Star 3] [The Daily Star 4] [The Daily Star 5]

In response to these developments, in Bangladesh,
public discontent with Indian influence has been
growing. The opposition Bangladesh Nationalist Party
(BNP) and its affiliated groups, including Jubo Dal,
Swechchasebak Dal, and Chhatra Dal, submitted a
memorandum to the Indian High Commission in
Dhaka, protesting the attacks on Bangladeshi
diplomatic missions and calling for a boycott of Indian
goods. BNP leaders, including Senior Joint Secretary
General Ruhul Kabir Rizvi, staged symbolic protests,
burning an Indian saree to express outrage over the
Agartala attack. [The Daily Star 6] [The Daily Star 7]

BNP leader Major (retd) Hafiz Uddin Ahmed criticized
India’s support for the Awami League, claiming it had
alienated much of Bangladesh’s population. He
condemned calls for external interventions, such as
UN peacekeeping forces, and emphasized the need for
an inclusive society where all communities can coexist
peacefully. [The Daily Star 8]

Amid these tensions, 145 eminent Bangladeshi citizens
issued a statement urging both nations to resist
communal forces and promote regional harmony. The
statement criticized biased narratives about
Bangladesh propagated by Indian media and called for
independent investigations by global rights
organizations to counter exaggerated claims of
minority persecution.

While acknowledging isolated incidents of communal
violence, officials and civil society leaders emphasized
that these do not reflect systemic hostility. Efforts by
the interim government, religious leaders, and political
groups to foster communal harmony have been
praised as examples of progress. [The Daily Star 9]

The talks, which were led by Indian Foreign Secretary
Vikram Misri and his Bangladeshi counterpart
Mohammad Jashim Uddin, sought to address these
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complex issues and ease the tensions between the two
neighboring countries. Both sides emphasized the
need for better communication and cooperation to
prevent further escalation. [TRT WORLD]

India’s BSF seizes gold worth USD 205,000
near Tripura border

(Im) India's Border Security Force (BSF) seized 2.18
kilograms of gold, valued at approximately USD
205,000, during an anti-smuggling operation along the
India-Bangladesh border in Tripura's Sepahijala
district. The suspected smugglers fled, leaving behind
gold bars and biscuits. [The Daily Star]

Delays in passport renewals leave over
26,000 Bangladeshi migrants in Malaysia
at risk

(Im) Over 26,000 Bangladeshi migrants in Malaysia face
delays in passport renewals, risking their visa statuses
and livelihoods. Despite the introduction of e-
passports in April 2024, most applications remain stuck
due to shortages of machine-readable passport (MRP)
booklets and alleged irregularities at the Bangladesh
High Commission in Kuala Lumpur.

Middlemen and some officials reportedly manipulate
the process, charging inflated fees and prioritizing
MRPs over e-passports for profit. Investigations
revealed widespread irregularities, including unsigned
applications and identical signatures. Many workers,
like Khorshed Alam, have waited months beyond the
promised 21 days, relying on costly special passes to
avoid becoming undocumented.

High Commissioner Shameem Ahsan has urged swift
solutions, citing risks of mass job losses and escalating
grievances. Efforts are underway to address supply
chain issues and streamline processes, but delays
persist, leaving thousands in uncertainty. With 1.5
million Bangladeshi workers contributing significantly
to Malaysia's economy, resolving this crisis is critical.
[The Daily Star]

Bangladesh, Bosnia & Herzegovina hold
first bilateral consultations
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(Im) Bangladesh and Bosnia & Herzegovina held their
inaugural bilateral consultations on December 4 in
Sarajevo, marking a milestone in their diplomatic
relationship as both nations celebrated the 30th
anniversary of bilateral ties. The discussions were led
by Bangladesh Foreign Secretary Ambassador Md
Jashim Uddin and Bosnia & Herzegovina Foreign
Secretary Edin Dilberovic.

The dialogue explored opportunities for collaboration
in medical tourism, education, labour migration,
defence, cultural exchanges, trade, and economic
development. Both sides addressed pressing global
issues such as the Rohingya crisis and climate change.

On December 5, Ambassador Jashim met with key
Bosnian dignitaries, including Foreign Affairs Adviser
Marko Milisav and Deputy Defence Minister Slaven
Galic. These meetings fostered discussions on peace,
security, education, health, science, and defence, along
with boosting business and trade relations. [The Daily
Star]

UK’s GBP 65 million health program
achieves milestone in Bangladesh

(vk) The British High Commission in Dhaka marked the
successful conclusion of the GBP 65 million Better
Health in Bangladesh (BHB) program, launched in 2018
to improve health outcomes in the country. In
collaboration with UNFPA Bangladesh and key
partners, the program supported Bangladesh's health
sector, contributing GBP 37 million (approximately USD
46.6 million).

Key achievements include preventing 2,835 maternal
deaths, safely delivering 1.84 million babies, and
providing family planning services to 347,519 women.
The program also offered nutritional care to 420,000
children and cervical cancer screenings for over 1
million women. It trained 18,651 service providers and
accredited 10,345 pharmacies and medicine shops.

Additionally, GBP 12 million (approximately USD 14.8
million) was allocated to Bangladesh’'s COVID-19
response, supporting life-saving interventions,
including vaccinating over 5 million people with UK-
donated vaccines.

The program also addressed health challenges like
antimicrobial resistance and climate-related health
issues, strengthening Bangladesh’s health systems.
[BSS News]
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Bangladesh’s interm government urges
Saudi Arabia to invest in IT sector

(Im) Bangladesh's Posts, Telecommunications, and
Information Technology Adviser Md Nahid Islam has
called on Saudi Arabia to invest Dhaka's IT sector,
particularly in high-tech parks. The request was made
during a meeting with Saudi Ambassador Essa Youssef
Essa Al Duhailan at the Secretariat.

The ambassador praised Bangladesh's interim
government and expressed confidence in its
leadership. He emphasized the economic contributions
of 3.2 million Bangladeshi workers in Saudi Arabia,
who remit USD 5 billion annually through official
channels and an equivalent amount unofficially.

The ambassador requested expedited passport
renewals for 69,000 unregistered Bangladeshi
residents in Saudi Arabia, a process the adviser
assured would be prioritized. Discussions also included
enhancing bilateral economic relations, with Saudi
Arabia expressing interest in further investments in
Bangladesh. [The Daily Star]

Bhutan’s King, India’s Prime Minister Modi
reaffirm partnership

(Im) India’s Prime Minister Narendra Modi and
Bhutan's King Jigme Khesar Namgyel Wangchuck held
talks in Delhi, reaffirming their commitment to
strengthening the exemplary partnership between
India and Bhutan. The discussions covered clean
energy, trade and investment, space and technology,
and the ‘Gelephu Mindfulness City’ initiative, a
Bhutanese vision to enhance development and
connectivity with India’s border areas.

The leaders expressed satisfaction with the robust
bilateral relations, underpinned by mutual trust and
cooperation. Prime Minister Modi emphasized India’s
commitment to Bhutan's economic development,
including the doubling of support for Bhutan's 13th
Five-Year Plan. The Bhutanese King, accompanied by
Queen Jetsun Pema Wangchuck, conveyed gratitude
for India’s steadfast support. [The Indian Express]

In a related move, India has committed BTN 4.17
billion (USD 50.04 million) for 283 High Impact
Community Development Projects (HICDPs) under
Bhutan's 13th Five-Year Plan. These projects are
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designed to improve accessibility, livelihoods, food
security, and economic opportunities, especially in
rural and semi-urban regions of Bhutan. The HICDPs,
also known as Small Development Projects (SDPs), are
a key part of India’s broader commitment of BTN 100
billion (USD 1.2 billion) for the 13th Plan.

The first phase of these initiatives will allocate BTN
463.71 million (USD 5.56 million) for 16 projects across
the thromdes of Thimphu, Phuentsholing, and
Samdrupjongkhar. These projects will focus on
essential areas such as water supply, road connectivity,
agricultural infrastructure, and waste management.
This development follows the success of the 12th Five-
Year Plan, during which India funded 524 projects
worth BTN 8.5 billion (USD 102 million). [Kuensel]

Brunei forces and US Marines conduct
CARAT exercise

(dqgl) After completing the first three exercises of their
current rotation in the Indo-Pacific, a group of subject
matter experts from Marine Rotational Force -
Southeast Asia (MRF-SEA) traveled to Brunei to
participate in the U.S. Navy's Cooperation Afloat
Readiness and Training (CARAT) exercise series from
November 18 to 25. Hosted by the Royal Brunei Armed
Forces (RBAF), the MRF-SEA Marines were joined by
attached forces from the 2nd Battalion, 7th Marines,
forming a purpose-built U.S. Marine Corps team ready
to train and engage with Brunei forces. While the U.S.
Navy conducted the at-sea phase of CARAT Brunei
2024, Marines trained ashore with the RBAF to build
improved relations and bolster bilateral
interoperability.

CARAT Brunei is a bilateral exercise designed to
promote regional security, cooperation, and enhance
interoperability between the U.S. Armed Forces and
the RBAF. This year, U.S. Marines and Sailors joined
RBAF personnel to achieve these objectives, focusing
on maintaining a safe and secure region. MRF-SEA
personnel played a critical role in the exercise,
conducting multiple training engagements with the
RBAF and sharing expertise in various military roles.
During the week-long exercise, RBAF forces received
training in Marine Corps martial arts (MCMAP), non-
lethal weapons employment, and Military Operations
in Urban Terrain (MOUT) - three critical areas
identified by exercise planners to increase capability
and interoperability. [U.S. Indo-Pacific Command]
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Brunei-France collaboration explored at
FBBA annual event

(ga) Brunei and France explored key areas of
collaboration during the French Bruneian Business
Association (FBBA) Annual Get-Together 2024, where
Brunei's Minister of Primary Resources and Tourism
Abdul Manaf Metussin highlighted environmental
conservation, tourism, and food security as priorities.

In environmental conservation and carbon trading, the
minister noted France's expertise in sustainability and
innovation and expressed Brunei's interest in
leveraging these strengths to address climate change
while boosting economic growth.

For tourism, the minister emphasized Brunei's natural
beauty and cultural heritage, seeking to benefit from
France's expertise in tourism management to develop
sustainable growth in the sector. Moreover, on food
security, the minister highlighted global challenges in
production and distribution, citing opportunities to
adopt France's advanced agricultural technologies to
create a resilient food supply chain.

The minister underscored the strong relationship
between the two nations and encouraged FBBA to
promote partnerships and investments in Brunei,
aiming to enhance local business capabilities, attract
foreign enterprises, and foster economic growth.
[Borneo Bulletin]

India and Cambodia strengthen
educational ties with new initiatives

(mfr) Cambodia and India have signed three
Memorandums of Understanding (MoUs) to implement
Quick Impact Projects (QIPs) aimed at improving
education and sanitation in Cambodia. The
agreements, supported by the Government of India
through grant assistance, were formalized on
December 3 by Cambodian Deputy Prime Minister
Hang Chuon Naron and Indian Ambassador Dr.
Devyani Khobragade.

The three projects include a Water, Sanitation, and
Hygiene initiative in Kampong Cham Province, the
development of the India-Cambodia Friendship School
in Kampong Cham, and the installation of a climate-
resilient solar-powered water system in Prey Veng
Province. Each project focuses on enhancing
infrastructure and promoting sustainable practices in
underserved areas.
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These initiatives are part of India’s Act East Policy
under the Mekong-Ganga Cooperation framework,
which funds up to 10 QIPs annually in Cambodia with a
budget of USD 50,000 per project. Over 54 QIPs have
been undertaken since the program's inception, with
41 completed and 13 ongoing.

In addition to QIPs, India provides scholarships for
Cambodian students and conducts training programs
under the Indian Technical and Economic Cooperation
(ITEC) initiative. This year, 65 Cambodian students
received scholarships, while over 3,000 nationals have
benefitted from ITEC training since its establishment.
[Cambodian People's Party] [Khmer Times] [The
Phnom Penh Post]

Japan grants USD 7.2 million aid to
support Cambodia's socio-economic
development

(mfr) Japan will provide Cambodia with JPY 1,001
million (USD 7.2 million) in grant aid to support its
Economic and Social Development Programme. The
exchange of notes and related documents will be
signed on December 10, by Deputy Prime Minister
Prak Sokhonn, Minister of Foreign Affairs and
International Cooperation, and Ueno Atsushi, Japan's
Ambassador to Cambodia.

This grant underscores Japan’'s commitment to
assisting Cambodia’s socio-economic development
efforts and aims to enhance its Comprehensive
Strategic Partnership. [Khmer Times]

Hun Sen’s Middle East visit aims to boost
legislative and economic ties

(mfr) Senate President Hun Sen is undertaking a week-
long official visit to Saudi Arabia, Qatar, Turkiye, and
the United Arab Emirates (UAE) to strengthen
Cambodia’s legislative and diplomatic ties with these
nations.

The visit, spanning December 8-14, aims to enhance
parliamentary diplomacy, promote mutual
cooperation, and contribute to regional and global
peace, stability, and development. Accompanied by
senior officials, including Ouch Borith, First Vice
President of the Senate, and members of Cambodia’s
legislative and business sectors, Hun Sen began his
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tour in Riyadh, Saudi Arabia, on December 8.
[Cambodian People's Party]

During the visit, Hun Sen will hold bilateral talks with
high-ranking leaders: in Saudi Arabia, with Abdullah
Muhamad Ibrahim Al-Sheikh and Crown Prince
Mohammed bin Salman; in Qatar, with Hassan bin
Abdullah Al-Ghanim and Prime Minister Sheikh
Mohammed bin Abdulrahman bin Jassim Al-Thani; in
Tarkiye, with Speaker Numan Kurtulmus and President
Recep Tayyip Erdogan; and in the UAE, with Speaker
Sagr Ghobash and President Sheikh Mohamed bin
Zayed Al Nahyan. [Khmer Times]

The visit underscores Cambodia’s commitment to
diversifying its diplomatic relations. It also opens
avenues for potential collaboration in areas such as
trade, investment, agriculture, tourism, and the halal
economy, particularly with these oil-rich nations.
Economic experts have emphasized the importance of
leveraging this opportunity to export agricultural
products and strengthen ties in sectors where mutual
benefits are evident. [The Phnom Penh Post]

As part of his Middle East tour, Hun Sen visited Diriyah
Gate and Al-Bujairi in Saudi Arabia, emphasizing the
significance of cultural preservation in fostering
economic and diplomatic ties. At Diriyah Gate, a
UNESCO World Heritage Site known as the birthplace
of the Saudi state, Hun Sen explored At-Turaif and
commended Saudi Arabia’s conservation efforts under
its Vision 2030 plan. He highlighted how these
initiatives are transforming Diriyah into a global
cultural hub while generating non-oil revenues,
creating jobs, and preserving the kingdom'’s historical
identity. [Khmer Times 2]

Following his engagements in Riyadh, where he was
welcomed by high-ranking Saudi officials, Hun Sen
departed for Doha, Qatar. This visit continues his
week-long mission to bolster Cambodia's legislative
and diplomatic relations across the Middle East, with
upcoming discussions planned in Qatar, Turkiye, and
the UAE to enhance bilateral cooperation in legislative,
economic, and cultural sectors. [Khmer Times 3]

Japanese businessman stands trial for
spying in China

(wy) According to sources within the Japanese
government, a Japanese businessman, who was senior
official of the Japanese Chamber of Commerce and
Industry in China, stood trial for the first time in late
November after being detained for over a year and a
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half. This businessman has been accused of espionage
on behalf of the Japanese government. His trial is
believed to be held at the No. 2 Intermediate People's
Court in Beijing.

Japanese Prime Minister Shigeru Ishiba previously
demanded the release of the businessman during a
meeting with Chinese President Xi Jinping in Peru in
mid-November. Currently, the government of Japan is
urging Beijing to ensure the transparency in the legal
process of this trial.

Since the implementation of counterespionage law in
2014, Beijing has prosecuted and detained 17 Japanese
citizens. According to the Japanese Foreign Ministry,
five of them remain in custody. [Kyodo News]

China sanctions 13 US companies over
weapon sales to Taiwan

(alk) Mainland China has imposed its sixth round of
sanctions this year on US defense companies, targeting
small- to mid-sized drone manufacturers and service
providers. This move comes in response to recent
approvals of US arms sales to Taiwan (see AiR No. 49,
December/2024, 1).

The sanctions, announced by the Chinese foreign
ministry on December 5, apply to 13 US defense
companies and six executives. Among those targeted
are Kratos Unmanned Aerial Systems, known for its
XQ-58 Valkyrie combat drone, and Teledyne Brown
Engineering, a subsidiary of Teledyne Technologies.
Start-ups like Firestorm Labs, Neros Technologies, and
HavocAl are also included. Key individuals affected
include Barbara Borgonovi and Gerard Hueber, senior
leaders at Raytheon, and executives from other US
defense firms.

The sanctions freeze the assets of the companies and
individuals within China and ban them from
conducting trade or cooperation with Chinese entities.
Additionally, the six executives face visa bans, including
entry to Hong Kong and Macau. [South China Morning
Post]

China's Ministry of Foreign Affairs emphasized the
sanctions were necessary countermeasures to what it
described as repeated US violations of the one-China
principle, warning that the “US insistence on arming
Taiwan undermines China's sovereignty and escalates
tensions in the Taiwan Strait, pushing Taiwan into a
perilous situation,” and urging Washington to cease
arms sales to Taiwan and uphold its commitments
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under the three China-US joint communiqués.
[Ministry of Foreign Affairs, China]

Donald Trump picks China hawk David
Perdue as next US ambassador to Beijing

(wy) On December 6, President-elect Donald Trump
announced that David Perdue, the former U.S. Senator,
had accepted his appointment as the next United
States Ambassador to the People’s Republic of China.
Trump further stated that Perdue would implement his
strategy to maintain regional peace and foster “a
productive working relationship with China's leaders.”
[Truth Social]

Following figures like Marco Rubio, Pete Hegseth,
Michael Waltz, and Peter Navarro, David Perdue is
regarded as the “latest China ‘hawk™ in Trump's top
team. Once a business-friendly advocate for reducing
the U.S. trade deficit with China, Perdue has recently
adopted a more hawkish stance toward Beijing.

In September, Perdue published a 3,000-word essay in
the Washington Examiner, proposing that China is
destroying capitalism and democracy while striving for
global hegemony. In the article, Perdue emphasized
that America must stand firm in defending its
freedoms and values. Due to his extensive experience
working in Asia during his business career Perdue is
familiar with the region. [BBC 1] [Politico] [Washington
Examiner]

In response the Chinese Foreign Ministry noted the
reports but did not provide further elaboration.
Meanwhile, the Chinese Embassy in the United States
expressed China's willingness to cooperate with the
incoming U.S. government to maintain stability in U.S.-
China relations. [BBC 2] [Global Times]

If Trump’s nomination is confirmed by the Senate,
Perdue will succeed Nicholas Burns as the U.S.
Ambassador to Beijing. [BBC 3]

China bans mineral exports to US in
response to chip sanctions

(alk) China has announced a ban on exporting key
high-tech materials, including gallium, germanium, and
antimony, to the US, citing national security concerns.
The move is a response to expanded US export
controls targeting Chinese semiconductor-related
technology.
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The US recently added 140 Chinese companies to its
export control list, restricting access to advanced chip-
making equipment, software, and high-bandwidth
memory chips. These measures, aimed at protecting
national security, have drawn sharp criticism from
Beijing (see AR No. 49, December/2024, 1).

China's Foreign Ministry condemned the US actions,
accusing Washington of "malicious suppression" of
Chinese technological advancements and abusing
export controls and unilateral sanctions” [Ministry of
Foreign Affairs, Chinal]

The restricted minerals, critical for products like
computer chips, cars, and military equipment, are
mostly sourced from China. In July 2023, China
imposed licensing requirements for gallium and
germanium exports (see AiR No. 27, July/2023, 1),
followed by tighter controls on antimony and other
materials in August (see AiR No. 34, August/2024, 3).
These minerals are also essential for solar panels,
flame retardants, and weapons production.

China’'s Commerce Ministry said it is acting to protect
its "rights and interests," highlighting the global
reliance on its production of these materials. The US
Geological Survey reports that China supplies roughly
half of the U.S.’s gallium and germanium.

Industry associations in China have also criticized the
US for disrupting global supply chains, inflating costs,
and undermining international trade stability. Prices
for critical minerals, including antimony, gallium, and
germanium, have surged due to these restrictions.

Both countries justify their respective controls as
necessary for national security, further escalating trade
tensions and complicating global supply chains. [AP
News]

US exempts some Chinese firms from
curbs, offering concession to Japan

(alk) The US Commerce Department’s Bureau of
Industry and Security announced a ban on 24 types of
chipmaking equipment, three categories of software,
and added 140 Chinese companies to the Entity List.
These companies are barred from accessing US
technology without approval.

However, CXMT and other major Chinese
semiconductor firms were omitted, partly because
Japan's Tokyo Electron, a key supplier to CXMT,
opposed the move.
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Japan and the Netherlands, home to advanced
chipmaking equipment producers, were exempted
from US Foreign Direct Product Rule restrictions,
allowing them to continue supplying certain tools to
sanctioned Chinese companies. Tokyo Electron, which
generates 45 percent of its revenue from China,
remains a critical supplier to Chinese semiconductor
foundries, despite Japan's own export controls.

CXMT, backed by the Chinese government, plays a
central role in China's push to compete in the DRAM
market, widely used in devices like smartphones and Al
processors. It recently launched the country’s first
LPDDR5 DRAM chips, validated by major Chinese
smartphone brands.

While CXMT's exclusion signals a concession, the
broader US export restrictions significantly impact
China’s access to advanced memory chip technologies,
particularly high-bandwidth memory (HBM) chips
critical for Al. Restrictions on etching tools for through-
silicon via (TSV) technologies are expected to hinder
China's progress in Al and advanced memory
development. [South China Morning Post]

US accuses China of cyberespionage
campaign targeting senior politicians

(alk) The White House has revealed that a Chinese
cyberespionage campaign, dubbed Salt Typhoon, has
impacted at least eight US telecommunications firms
and dozens of countries. The operation specifically
targeted senior US officials and political figures,
enabling Beijing to gain access to private texts and
phone calls of a small number of Americans. It was
disclosed that while no classified communications
were compromised, hackers remain embedded in
networks, posing ongoing risks until telecom
companies address security vulnerabilities.

The campaign, which appears to have begun a year or
two ago, focused on senior political individuals. Federal
authorities confirmed that phones linked to then-
presidential candidate Donald Trump, running mate
Sen. |D Vance, and Vice President Kamala Harris were
among those targeted. Speaking at the Manama
Dialogue in Bahrain, Neuberger further noted that
while a large amount of Americans' metadata was
likely stolen, the attack deliberately focused on senior
officials. The scale and scope of the operation remain
under investigation.

In response, federal agencies, including the FBI and
Cybersecurity and Infrastructure Security Agency
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(CISA), have issued new guidelines for telecom firms to
strengthen defenses. Companies have been advised to
enhance encryption, centralize systems, and improve
network monitoring. Neuberger likened these
precautions to the cybersecurity measures
implemented in critical infrastructure following the
2021 Colonial Pipeline ransomware attack.

The Chinese embassy has denied involvement,
dismissing the allegations as disinformation and
accusing the US of conducting its own cyberattacks.

The New York Times reported in October that hackers
linked to China had previously targeted members of
President-elect Donald Trump’s family and Biden
administration officials. While the campaign has
impacted dozens of companies globally, US officials
remain focused on preventing similar attacks in the
future by enhancing cybersecurity across critical
communication infrastructure. [AP News] [Reuters]

US federal appeals court upholds law
requiring sale or ban of TikTok

(alk) A US federal appeals court has upheld a law
requiring TikTok to sever ties with its China-based
parent company, ByteDance, or face a U.S. ban by
January 2025. The ruling, issued by the D.C. Circuit
Court of Appeals, marks a significant defeat for TikTok
as it battles allegations of posing a national security
threat.

The law, signed by President Joe Biden in April, aims to
prevent potential data access and content
manipulation by the Chinese government. Judge
Douglas Ginsburg, writing for the court, argued that
the law protects free speech from foreign adversaries
rather than suppressing content. TikTok had claimed
the law violates the First and Fifth Amendments, but
the court rejected these arguments, stating the
platform's content would remain accessible after
divestiture.

Following this, on December 9, ByteDance and TikTok
asked an appeals court to temporarily block the
requirement for ByteDance to divest TikTok by January
19. The company has argued that the law is based on
unproven risks and amounts to censorship. A TikTok
spokesperson warned the ban would silence over 170
million US users and called the legislation flawed and
hypothetical.

The Biden administration alleges TikTok collects
sensitive user data that could be coerced by Beijing,
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though no direct evidence has been presented. TikTok
denies these claims, pointing to a USD 2 billion
investment to safeguard US user data. The company
also claims divestiture is commercially and
technologically unfeasible, particularly without its
proprietary algorithm, which Chinese authorities are
unlikely to release.

While lawmakers behind the law have celebrated the
ruling, TikTok's legal challenge is supported by various
organizations, including the Knight First Amendment
Institute. Critics argue the decision gives the
government excessive power to limit access to foreign
media and ideas.

Despite the ongoing legal battle, some investors,
including former Treasury Secretary Steven Mnuchin,
have expressed interest in acquiring TikTok's US
operations. Negotiations with the government over a
potential resolution remain stalled. [AP News]
[Reuters]

China launches investigation into chip
giant Nvidia

(wy) The State Administration for Market Regulating
(SAMR) in China has announced the launch of an
investigation into Nvidia, an American technology
company renowned for its advancements in artificial
intelligence and production of gaming chips. The
investigation stems from alleged violations of China's
anti-monopoly law. This move is widely interpreted as
a retaliatory measure by the Chinese government
against the United States. [Reuters]

According to a statement from SAMR, Nvidia is accused
of violating commitments it had made during its
acquisition of the Israeli chip design company Mellanox
Technologies. However, SAMR did not elaborate on the
specific nature of the violations or the penalties it
plans to impose. Following the announcement, Nvidia's
shares dropped by 2.2 percent. [UAnalyze, in Chinese]
[Yahoo News, in Chiese]

In response to the investigation, Nvidia expressed its
willingness to cooperate with regulators and address
their inquiries. [SHINE]

US lawmakers move to tighten
restrictions on Huawei-linked chip
suppliers


https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-svyktt-l-dlr/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-svyktt-l-dly/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-svyktt-l-dlj/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-svyktt-l-dlt/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-svyktt-l-dli/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-svyktt-l-dld/

(alk) US lawmakers are advancing a provision in the
National Defense Authorization Act (NDAA) that would
bar Pentagon contractors from doing business with
companies supplying semiconductors, chipmaking
tools, or design software to Huawei Technologies or its
affiliates.

The bipartisan measure, part of the “must-pass” NDAA,
aims to intensify pressure on Huawei amid ongoing US
sanctions targeting China's tech ambitions. If
approved, the legislation would force global chip firms
to choose between working with Huawei or securing
US Defense Department contracts, which totaled
nearly $460 billion in fiscal 2023.

The move comes as Washington continues tightening
controls on China’s access to advanced technologies.
While the Commerce Department permits limited
exports of less-sensitive goods to Huawei, critics argue
loopholes remain. Republican Representative John
Moolenaar recently criticized the Biden administration
for allowing Huawei to acquire US technology.

Previously, the US revoked certain licenses, including
those held by Intel and Qualcomm, but between
November 2020 and April 2021, licenses worth $60
billion were still approved for Huawei. The Commerce
Department, however, does not disclose which
companies hold or are applying for such approvals.

If enacted, the provision would further constrain
Huawei and global chip suppliers, reinforcing US
efforts to curb China's technological rise while
safeguarding national security. [South China Morning
Post]

EU allocates USD 4.8 billion to reduce
reliance on China Cleantech

(alk) The European Union has announced EUR 4.6
billion (USD 4.8 billion) in grants for cleantech projects,
aiming to reduce dependency on China in key sectors
like electric vehicle batteries and green hydrogen. The
European Commission opened bids on December 3,
emphasizing the need to "de-risk" economic ties with
Beijing. [European Commission]

In the battery sector, EUR 1 billion (USD 1.05 billion) is
allocated for projects prioritizing less sourcing of
cathodes, anodes, and active materials from China.
The commission noted that China's dominance in
battery production poses "a risk of irreversible
dependency" that could threaten the EU's security of

supply.
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For green hydrogen, EUR 1.2 billion (USD 1.26 billion) is
available, but projects must limit Chinese-made
electrolysis stacks to no more than 25 percent of their
supply. Applicants must submit declarations explaining
how they will meet these sourcing requirements. This
builds on a September policy restricting Chinese
electrolysers in EU tenders, citing risks of dependency
on imports.

The explicit mention of China in these measures marks
a shiftin EU policy, as Brussels usually avoids naming
specific countries to comply with World Trade
Organization rules prohibiting discrimination based on
nationality. The move underscores growing concerns
over supply chain security and economic resilience
within the bloc. [South China Morning Post]

Iran determined to strengthen
cooperative relations with Russia and
China

(wy) Iran’s president Masoud Pezeshkian met with
China's Vice Premier Zhang Guoging in Tehran on
Zhang on December 4, expressing his determination to
strengthen cooperative relations with China and Russia
in response to the isolating policies that Donald
Trump's administration plans to impose on Iran.

Pezeshkian stated that the United States is pursuing
authoritarianism and unilateralism on the global stage,
reinforcing his resolve to expand collaboration with
China and Russia.

China has been being Iran’s largest trade partner,
purchasing almost all of Iran’s crude oil while
disregarding US sanctions. Since 2016, the
comprehensive strategic partnership between Beijing
and Tehran has aimed to increase bilateral trade to
USD 600 billion by 2026. However, according to the
International Monetary Fund, the trade volume of the
two countries reached only USD 12.5 billion last year.
[Iran International]

Chinese foreign ministry remarks on
collapse of Assad regime in Syria

(wy) On December 8, Islamist-led rebels in Syrian
announced that they had captured the capital,
Damascus. The president, Bashar al-Assad, is believed
to have fled the country. [The Guardian]
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In response to this issue, the Chinese Foreign Ministry
published a statement on, expressing hope for the
swift restoration of stability in Syria and pledging to
actively assist Chinese citizens in leaving the country in
an orderly manner while ensuring their safety.

The Foreign Ministry also urged the relevant parties in
Syria to guarantee the safety of Chinese institutions
and its personnel. [Ministry of Foreign Affairs, China, in
Chinese]

In recent years, relations between China and Syria
have been strengthening. Since the outbreak of Syrian
civil war in 2011, China has been one of the few
countries al-Assad has visited. During his visit to China
in 2023, al-Assad and Chinese President Xi Jinping
announced the establishment of strategic partnership
between the two countries. This meeting was seen as a
signal of Beijing's continued support for Assad'’s
regime.

Despite China's support for Assad, it has not been
directly involved in military operations within Syria,
unlike Russia and Iran, both of which vetoed UN
resolutions calling for sanctions against Assad
throughout the decade-long conflict. [DW, in Chinese]

In 2022, Syria officially joined China’s Belt and Road
Initiative, and a Chinese company recently
implemented a 36 MW photovoltaic project in Syria,
one of the largest Chinese investments in the country
since the start of the civil war. However, Chinese
companies have been wary of further investment, with
significant divestment occurring due to concerns over
US sanctions.

Concerns over domestic security also influence China’s
approach to Syria, particularly due to the potential for
extremist movements. Thousands of members of
China’s Uygur minority are reported to have traveled
from Xinjiang to Syria for militant training, raising fears
about radical Islamism'’s impact on China.

China’s relationship with Syria is being tested by the
abrupt downfall of Beijing-friendly Bashar al-Assad, but
analysts predict that China and the new government in
Damascus will adopt a pragmatic approach to
cooperation and investment. [South China Morning
Post]

China’s Xinjiang seeks further
collaboration with Pakistan and Central
Asian countries
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(wy) China's far-western province Xinjiang is seeking to
strengthen connections and cross-border cooperation
with Pakistan and Central Asian countries to counter
the sanctions of US and enhance its role as a gateway
for the Belt and Road Initiative. [South China Morning
Post 1]

On December1, government of Xinjiang announced the
start of full-year-round operations of Khunjerab port,
Pakistan, which previously closed from December to
March each year due to extreme regional weather.
Khunjerab port is the only land gateway connecting
China and Pakistan. According to Xinhua News, export
and import activity through this port has been
increasing since April. Over 11,000 vehicles and 40,900
tons of goods passed through the port, representing
year-on-year increases of 42.6 percent and 72.7
percent, respectively. [Xinhua, in Chinese]

In addition, Xinjiang officials held their first meeting
with officials from the Zhetysu region, a region of
Kazakhstan near Khorgos Port. Both sides signed a
memorandum on cross-border tourism and reached
agreements on various issues, including trade,
tourism, security, and agriculture. Khorgos is expected
to serve as a key hub connecting China and Europe
and as the site of a “cross-border cooperation center”.
[South China Morning Post 2]

In 2020, China was dedicated to establishing a dialogue
mechanism with various Central Asian countries,
including Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan,
Turkmenistan and Uzbekistan. Since then, annual
meetings have been held for six nations' foreign
ministers. The latest meeting, on December 1,
reaffirmed their commitment to strengthening
cooperative relations and advancing collaboration in
logistics, trade, investment, mining, agriculture, and
security. Despite the efforts made by Chinese
government to deepen ties with Central Asian
countries and extend the Belt and Road Initiative
globally, these nations continue to balance their
strategies to avoid Western sanctions. [South China
Morning Post 3]

Chinese fishing hijacked by Somali pirates

(wy) According to the European Union's anti-piracy
naval force, a Chinese fishing vessel with 18 crew
members was hijacked by pirates in Somali waters.

No crew members were injured in the incident. Somali
pirates have demanded a ransom payment in
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exchange for the release of the vessel and its crew
members. [Reuters] [South China Morning Post]

India rules out joining RCEP, citing
unresolved concerns

(Im) India will not reconsider joining the Regional
Comprehensive Economic Partnership (RCEP),
Commerce and Industry Minister Piyush Goyal
confirmed, maintaining the country’s stance since
2019. Goyal stated that the current structure of the
mega free-trade pact fails to address India's key
concerns and ambitions.

RCEP, a trade agreement among the 10 ASEAN nations
and six other partners (Australia, China, Japan, South
Korea, New Zealand, and formerly India), aims to
promote regional economic integration. However,
India opted out during the 2019 RCEP Leaders Summit
in Bangkok, citing inadequacies in addressing its
stakeholders' issues, including the protection of
domestic industries and equitable trade practices.

Despite suggestions from Niti Aayog CEO BVR
Subrahmanyam that India should join RCEP, Goyal
reiterated the government's position. Highlighting
trade imbalances, he noted that India’s imports from
China surged to INR 8.47 trillion (USD 101.74 billion) in
2023-24 from INR 5.86 trillion (USD 70.32 billion) in
2018-19, while exports to China declined slightly to INR
1.39 trillion (USD 16.66 billion) in the same period.

Goyal emphasized that the majority of imports from
China consist of capital goods, intermediates, and raw
materials essential for India's growing sectors like
electronics, telecom, and power. [The Indian Express]

India’s External Affairs Minister highlights
Quad’s expansive agenda

(Im) India’s External Affairs Minister S. Jaishankar
underscored the growing importance of the
Quadrilateral Security Dialogue, commonly known as
the Quad, calling it one of the most expansive inter-
governmental frameworks. Speaking at the India-Japan
Forum, he credited former U.S. President Donald
Trump's administration for fostering the Quad's
development, including its elevation from vice-
ministerial to ministerial-level dialogues. The Quad,
comprising India, the United States, Japan, and
Australia, aims to promote peace and stability in the
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Indo-Pacific in response to China's increasing
assertiveness. India is set to host the next Quad
Summit in 2025. [The Indian Express]

Iran-Israel tensions concerning for trade
and security, says India’s Jaishankar

(Im) India’s External Affairs Minister S. Jaishankar has
expressed concerns over escalating tensions between
Israel and Iran, highlighting their implications for
security and trade in Asia. Speaking at the Manama
Dialogue in Bahrain during his two-day visit, Jaishankar
noted that disruptions in West Asia have led to higher
shipping and insurance costs, rerouted maritime trade,
and delays, all of which India is keen to mitigate
through diplomatic efforts.

India, heavily reliant on West Asia for energy and home
to nine million expatriates in the region, has
condemned attacks by Hamas while emphasizing
humanitarian concerns in Israel's response. Jaishankar
reiterated India’'s commitment to a two-state solution
and the importance of dialogue and diplomacy to
resolve the conflict.

Jaishankar also underscored India's active maritime
security role in the region, pointing to its naval
operations in the Gulf of Aden, Northern Arabian Sea,
and collaboration with Operation Prosperity Guardian
—a US-led initiative addressing Red Sea and Gulf of
Aden security challenges.

On connectivity, Jaishankar discussed India’s focus on
strategic projects like the India-Middle East-Europe
Economic Corridor (IMEC) and the International North-
South Trade Corridor (INSTC). These initiatives, along
with the India-Myanmar-Thailand Trilateral Highway,
aim to bolster India’s role in creating an Atlantic-to-
Pacific connectivity corridor. He emphasized that these
projects could transform global trade routes, linking
southern Europe and the Arabian Peninsula to Asia's
southern regions. [Hindustan Times]

Avoid creating new climate obligations,
India says in submission to ICJ

(Im) India urged the International Court of Justice (ICJ)
not to impose new obligations on countries regarding
climate change beyond those outlined in existing
international laws. During the I1CJ hearings, initiated by
a UN General Assembly resolution, India emphasized
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that historical responsibility for climate change lies
primarily with developed nations.

India referenced international frameworks like the UN
Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC)
and the Paris Agreement, which recognize the
differentiated responsibilities of countries. Developed
nations, which account for the majority of historical
emissions, are tasked with reducing emissions and
providing financial and technological support to
developing nations. India insisted this approach must
remain central to any climate obligations.

Highlighting the inadequacy of climate finance from
developed nations, India criticized the recent
agreement to triple annual climate finance to USD 300
billion by 2035 as insufficient and delayed. It stressed
that climate obligations must be assessed alongside
the financial support provided to developing nations.
[The Indian Express]

Progress in China- India border talks,
focus shifts to de-escalation

(Im) India and China are advancing discussions on
border management following the completion of troop
disengagement in eastern Ladakh's friction points,
including the Depsang Plains and Demchok. New
Delhi's External Affairs Minister S. Jaishankar
emphasized that disengagement, achieved through a
step-by-step process, allows both sides to consider
further aspects of bilateral relations while keeping
national security paramount.

During a recent meeting of the Working Mechanism for
Consultation and Coordination (WMCC), both nations
reflected on lessons learned from the 2020 standoff
and agreed to revive dialogue mechanisms, including
the Special Representatives (SR) talks between

National Security Advisor Ajit Doval and Chinese
Foreign Minister Wang Yi. These talks are expected to
address remaining border issues and ensure peace
and stability along the Line of Actual Control (LAC).

Jaishankar highlighted that border infrastructure
development, including roads, bridges, and tunnels,
has significantly improved, enhancing India’s defensive
capabilities. He reiterated three key principles for
border management: strict respect for the LAC, no
unilateral alteration of the status quo, and adherence
to previous agreements.

Looking ahead, India and China will focus on de-
escalation to address the large number of troops still
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deployed along the LAC. Jaishankar stressed that peace
in border areas is essential for normalizing bilateral
ties, which have been adversely affected by recent
events. These efforts follow Prime Minister Modi's
October meeting with President Xi Jinping, signaling
cautious optimism in bilateral relations. [The Indian
Express 1] [The Indian Express 2]

Domestically, meanwhile, India’s main opposition
Indian National Congress (INC) has called for a
parliamentary debate on the “full gamut” of India-
China relations, citing concerns over unresolved
strategic and economic issues. The INC criticized the
central government for creating buffer zones that limit
Indian access to previously controlled areas and
questioned the lack of confirmation from China on
recent disengagement agreements. The party urged
transparency and accountability to ensure alignment
with national security and economic interests. [The
Indian Express 3]

United States rejects New Delhi's
allegations of collusion to destabilize
India

(Im) The United States has rejected allegations by
India’s ruling Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) that American
agencies and “deep state” elements are conspiring with
investigative journalists to undermine India by
targeting Prime Minister Narendra Modi and
businessman Gautam Adani. These claims, based on
reports by the Organized Crime and Corruption
Reporting Project (OCCRP) and other international
media outlets, were described as “disappointing.”

Washington reaffirmed its support for global media
freedom, emphasizing that its collaborations with
independent organizations are aimed at fostering
journalism training and professional development
without influencing editorial content.

The BJP alleged that the OCCRP receives significant
funding from American agencies and foundations like
the Rockefeller Foundation, accusing it of orchestrating
a coordinated effort to discredit Modi and Adani. The
OCCRP, headquartered in Amsterdam, denied the
allegations, maintaining that its investigative reporting
is independent and not influenced by its donors.

The dispute has added to ongoing tensions in US-India
relations, which have been strained by recent
indictments in the United States against an Indian
intelligence operative accused of plotting to
assassinate Khalistani separatist Gurpatwant Singh
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Pannun. Relations were further complicated by
allegations against Gautam Adani and his associates,
accused of paying over USD 250 million in bribes for
solar energy contracts. Adani has dismissed the
charges as baseless. [Hindustan Times]

The controversy drew sharp criticism from main
opposition Indian National Congress (INC) leader
Shashi Tharoor, who described the BJP's accusations as
"attack-dog behavior" that embarrasses India and
undermines democratic principles. Tharoor
emphasized the importance of a free press and robust
civil society for a thriving democracy.

The opposition INC has demanded a comprehensive
investigation into allegations of financial misconduct
involving the Adani Group. Last month, US prosecutors
accused Adani and his associates of paying over USD
250 million in bribes to secure lucrative solar energy
contracts in India. Adani has dismissed the charges as
baseless. [The Indian Express]

India’s Defence Minister Rajnath Singh
arrives in Moscow for defense talks and
warship commissioning

(Im) India's Defence Minister, Rajnath Singh, arrived in
Moscow on December 9 for an official visit aimed at
strengthening defense ties between India and Russia.
He was warmly welcomed by India’s Ambassador to
Russia, Vinay Kumar, and Russian Deputy Defence
Minister, Alexander Fomin.

During his visit, Singh will hold key discussions with
Russian President Vladimir Putin and co-chair the 21st
meeting of the India-Russia Inter-Governmental
Commission on Military & Military Technical
Cooperation (IRIGC M&MTC) alongside Russian
Defence Minister Andrei Belousov. The talks are
expected to focus on further enhancing defense
cooperation between the two nations.

On the same day, Singh attended the commissioning
of the INS Tushil, a multi-role stealth-guided missile
frigate, into the Indian Navy. The INS Tushil is part of a
series of frigates originally intended for the Russian
Navy but repurposed for India after sanctions hindered
Russia’s ability to complete them. Built with a Russian
hull and Ukrainian propulsion systems, the Project
11356R ships were initially meant for Russia's Black
Sea Fleet but were left unfinished due to disruptions in
supplies from Ukraine. In 2016, India signed a contract
to purchase two of the advanced frigates under
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construction, with the necessary turbines supplied by
Ukraine. [Naval News]

Additionally, he was set to pay tributes at the Tomb of
the Unknown Soldier to honor Soviet soldiers who died
in World War Il and engage with the Indian community
in Russia. This visit is part of ongoing efforts to deepen
India-Russia defense cooperation within the
framework of their Special and Privileged Strategic
Partnership. [The Hindu]

India’s Jaishankar discusses regional and
bilateral issues with Qatari Prime Minister
in Doha

(Im) India’s External Affairs Minister S. Jaishankar met
Qatari Prime Minister Sheikh Mohammed bin
Abdulrahman Al Thani in Doha on December 7 for
discussions focusing on bilateral ties and regional
developments, particularly in Gaza and Syria. The
meeting underscored efforts to enhance cooperation
between India and Qatar.

Jaishankar was in Doha to attend the Doha Forum at
the Prime Minister's invitation. On the sidelines of the
forum, he held meetings with key figures, including
World Economic Forum President Borge Brende,
Cyprus Foreign Minister Constantinos Kombos, and
Norwegian Foreign Minister Espen Barth Eide,
discussing global economic trends, Mediterranean
developments, and other strategic issues.

He also met Qatari Commerce and Industry Minister
Sheikh Faisal bin Thani bin Faisal Al Thani and Minister
of State Ahmed Al Sayed to explore avenues for
economic collaboration.

Participating in a panel discussion on "Conflict
Resolution in a New Era," Jaishankar addressed
broader global challenges. Following his visit to Qatar,
the minister will travel to Bahrain on December 8-9 to
co-chair the 4th India-Bahrain High Joint Commission
with Bahrain's Foreign Minister Dr. Abdullatif bin
Rashid Al Zayani. [The Indian Express]

President Prabowo Subianto seeks
Japanese cooperation to build a giant sea
wall

(gk) While meeting a Japanese business delegation
from the Japan Indonesia Association (Japinda),
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President Prabowo invited collaborations for the
construction of a giant sea wall along the Jakarta
northern coast.

The wall that stretches 600 kms is planned to be a
cooperation scheme between companies (B2B),
governments (G2G), as well as government and
business entities. [Antara]

US-based ExxonMobil to invest in
Indonesia’s carbon capture and storage
technology

(gk) United States based multinational oil and gas
company ExxonMobil is investing USD 15 billion into
advancing carbon capture and storage (CCS)
technology in Indonesia. This was announced by the
Minister of Investment and Downstream/Head of
Investment Coordinating Board Rosan Roeslani, after a
meeting of Indonesian President Prabowo Subianto
with US businessmen.

This massive investment by the ExxonMobil follows a
similar investment made by the British oil and gas
company British Petroleum, which expressed an
investment of USD 7.7 billion. Minister Roeslani also
expressed that the government will not tolerate any
form of corruption that could hinder investment and
promised to enforce legal regulations to provide a
comfortable atmosphere for investors in Indonesia.
[Antara]

MoU between Indonesia and Canada
targets optimization of energy transition

(mu) Indonesia and Canada have signed a
Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) focused on
critical minerals and energy transition. The agreement,
signed on December 2, involves Indonesia’s Ministry of
Energy and Mineral Resources (ESDM) and Canada's
Ministry of Export Promotion, International Trade, and
Economic Development.

Minister Bahlil Lahadalia highlighted key areas of
collaboration, including the adoption of environmental,
social, and governance (ESG) standards, the reduction
of greenhouse gas emissions using clean technologies,
and the enhancement of trade and investment in the
mining sector. Canada has supported the climate
financing in Indonesia for 5.3 million Canadian dollar,
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in the past five years. [Antara] [Bisnis Indonesia, in
Indonesian]

Indonesia and Slovakia to strengthen
bilateral cooperation to protect child
victims of terrorism

(gk) Indonesia’s National Counterterrorism Agency
(BNPT) and Slovakia's Police Anti-Terrorism Center are
set to cooperate in a bid to combat terrorism at the
national, regional and global levels, focusing on child
victims of terrorism.

BNPT's Deputy Andhika Chrisnayudhanto drew
attention to the complex challenges in combating
terrorism, where women and children are not only
victims but also perpetrators of these crimes.
Meanwhile Senior Specialist Referent from the Slovak
Police Anti-Terrorism Center, Major Martin Baran also
highlighted Slovakia’s challenges in fighting terrorism,
especially from self-radicalized individuals and
refugees returning from conflict zones. [Antara]

UAE hopes for continued ties under
President Prabowo

(mu) The United Arab Emirates (UAE) Ambassador to
Indonesia, Abdulla Salem Al-Dhaheri, expressed
enthusiasm for growing strategic ties between UAE
and Indonesia in various fields, including politics,
economy, and trade. This positive development was
bolstered by the implementation of the
Comprehensive Economic Partnership Agreement
(CEPA), which fostered a surge in non-oil bilateral trade
which has exceeded 27 billion dollars during the period
of 2014-2013. Bilateral trade has seen robust growth
up to 12 percent, said Ambassador Abdulla during
53rd UAE National Day celebration held in Jakarta,
December 3.

Meanwhile, Indonesian Vice-President Gibran
Rakabuming, who was also present at the reception
said that the nearly five-decade-long friendship
between Indonesia and UAE is an example of humanity
and peace for the world. He pointed to the
construction of the Sheikh Zayed Grand Mosque and
the Emirates Cardiology Hospital in Solo, as well as
other humanitarian assistance. [Antara] [Tempo.co]
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Indonesian Navy to send 120 soldiers for
Lebanon peacekeeping mission

(gk) To support the ongoing peacekeeping missions in
Lebanon and surrounding areas that are conflict
ridden the Indonesian Navy is sending 120 soldiers in
the third week of December. The TNI Garuda
Contingent Maritime Task Force XXVII-P UNIFIL will
leave for Beirut by the Indonesian warship KRI Sultan
Iskandar Muda (SIM)-367.

The new group of soldiers will join the peacekeeping
mission currently carried out by the TNI Konga XXVII-O
UNIFIL maritime task force. The maritime task force
(MTF) is one of the units under the control of the
United Nations Interim Force in Lebanon (UNIFIL) and
typically carries out peacekeeping missions in
Lebanese waters and the Mediterranean Sea for a
year.

Most of the Indonesian armed forces soldiers who are
members of UNIFIL operate on land, while the MTF
carries out its duties at sea. Currently, Indonesia has
the largest number of soldiers carrying out
peacekeeping missions with UNIFIL in Lebanon,
totaling 1,230. [Antara]

Indonesia and Australia to cooperate to
enhance renewable energy planning

(gk) The Australian Bureau of Meteorology has agreed
to collaborate with the Indonesian Meteorology,
Climatology, and Geophysics Agency (BMKG) to
enhance renewable energy planning through the
effective utilization of weather data. This collaboration
will be facilitated by the Australia-Indonesia Climate
and Infrastructure Partnership (KINETIK).

David McQueen, representing the Australian Bureau of
Meteorology, highlighted the role of weather data in
shaping the future of energy systems, expressing
enthusiasm for partnering with Indonesian
organizations to support the development and
application of weather and climate information in
energy systems. BMKG's Deputy for Climatology,
Ardhasena Sopaheluwakan, highlighted the agency's
focus on providing climate services to support the
future energy sector. [Tempo.co]

Indonesia submits draft cooperation
agreement on Bali Nine-members transfer
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to Australia

(mu) Coordinating Minister for Law, Human Rights,
Immigration, and Corrections, Yusril Ihza Mahendra
informed that Indonesia has submitted a draft
agreement to Australia for the transfer of five Bali Nine
prisoners, which includes requirements such as
respect for Indonesia's sovereignty and its court
decisions.

He made this announcement at a joint press
conference after a meeting with Australian Minister for
Home Affairs, Tony Burke, in Jakarta on December 3.
The agreement also requests that Indonesia be
allowed to monitor the prisoners after their transfer
and includes provisions for potential reciprocal
transfers of Indonesian prisoners.

The Bali Nine group, convicted for heroin smuggling in
2005, has had several members executed or released,
while five are still serving life sentences. The draft
agreement responds to Australia's request for the
transfer and aims to address both countries' concerns
regarding prisoner transfers. [Antara] [Tempo.co]

Japan to monitor South Korea's political
crisis

(fcl) Japanese government officials have voiced
concerns that the ongoing political turmoil in South
Korea in the wake of South Korean President Yoon Suk
Yeol's martial law declaration (see article in this edition)
could undermine efforts to improve bilateral relations
between the two countries.

A Japanese Foreign Ministry source described Yoon's
administration as potentially a "lame duck" following
the recent impeachment motion over his short-lived
declaration of martial law, which was withdrawn due to
a lack of required parliamentary support.

There is concern that the political instability in South
Korea could lead to a deterioration of Japan-South
Korea relations, reverting to earlier tensions. Prime
Minister Shigeru Ishiba is scheduled to visit South
Korea in January, but this trip is currently uncertain,
according to Japanese officials.

Yoon, who took office in 2022, has made efforts to
improve relations with Japan, including reaching an
agreement on compensation for South Koreans over
wartime labor during Japan’s colonial rule from 1910 to
1945 (see AR No. 10, March/2023, 1). However,
growing domestic criticism of Yoon's policies has raised
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concerns that this may lead to a backlash. [Kyodo
News]

U.S. Space Forces launches component in
Japan

(dqgl) The U.S. Space Forces Japan was activated at
Yokota Air Base on December 4, marking the sixth
service component of the U.S. Space Force and
reflecting the growing space partnership between the
United States and Japan. [U.S. Indo-Pacific Command]

Space Forces Japan will initially operate with a small,
dedicated team of around 10 Guardians, focusing on
deepening collaboration in the space domain between
the two nations. The new unit is expected to boost
Japan's space surveillance and missile warning
capabilities by providing advice and expertise and to
enable smooth coordination with the Japanese side,
including the Space Operations Group of the Air Self-
Defense Force. [Kyodo News]

The Japan Air Self-Defense Force has been bolstering
its space capabilities with both U.S. support and
independent advancements. These include the launch
of multiple optical and radar satellites, and the
forthcoming launch of the Kirameki 3 military
communications satellite in 2026. Japan's involvement
in U.S. space initiatives, such as the Combined Space
Operations initiative and the expansion of the Quasi-
Zenith Satellite System, underscores the growing
collaboration between the two countries.

The activation of U.S. Space Forces Japan also coincides
with broader changes in the U.S.-Japan military
alliance. The Pentagon’s recent announcement to
convert U.S. Forces Japan into a joint force
headquarters, along with Japan's establishment of its
own Joint Operations Command, is seen as a historic
moment. [AIR & Space Forces Magazine]

Japan, Finland agree to upgrade bilateral
ties

(dqgl) Japanese Prime Minister Shigeru Ishiba and his
Swedish counterpart Ulf Kristersson have agreed to
elevate their bilateral relationship to a strategic
partnership. The agreement was reached in talks in
Tokyo on December 4 during which the two leaders
reaffirmed their commitment to strengthening
cooperation across various sectors, particularly in
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security, due to shared concerns over threats from
Russia. [Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Japan]

Kristersson's visit was the first by a Swedish prime
minister since 2008, reflecting Sweden'’s shift from
neutrality to membership in the North Atlantic Treaty
Organization (NATO) following Russia's aggression in
Ukraine earlier this year.

In a joint statement, Ishiba and Kristersson confirmed
their support for Ukraine and endorsed ongoing
sanctions against Russia. They also condemned North
Korea's nuclear and missile programs and its military
cooperation with Russia, recognizing the inseparability
of Euro-Atlantic and Indo-Pacific security. The two
leaders highlighted the importance of strengthening
cooperation with NATO and its partner countries in the
Indo-Pacific, including Japan. [Asia News Network]

Before the meeting, Japanese and Swedish defense
and economic ministers held separate talks in Tokyo,
agreeing to enhance cooperation in defense
equipment and technology, high-level exchanges, and
the development of nuclear power technology.
[Ministry of Defense, Japan]

Japan, South Africa to deepen cooperation
in environmental and energy sectors

(dql) Japanese State Minister for Foreign Affairs
Hisayuki Fujii met with visiting South African Minster of
Electricity and Energy Kgosientsho Ramokgopa on
December 10. The purpose of the meeting was to
strengthen cooperation between Japan and South
Africa in the energy sector.

Fujii highlighted ongoing joint research projects in the
environment and energy sectors, including the
development of a new ammonia synthesis system
using renewable energy and hydrogen. He also noted
the recent signing of a loan agreement in September,
worth up to 150 million USD by JICA and a private
Japanese bank, to support infrastructure development
in South Africa’s renewable energy sector. Fuijii
expressed Japan's commitment to supporting public-
private partnerships that drive economic development
in South Africa, particularly in energy.

In response, Ramokgopa reiterated South Africa’s
aspirations for further cooperation, especially towards
achieving decarbonization.

The two sides also discussed their intention to
continue close collaboration on international


https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-svyktt-l-dtu/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-svyktt-l-dil/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-svyktt-l-dir/

challenges, with Fujii noting the upcoming G20
presidency for South Africa starting in December and
the importance of bilateral cooperation leading up to
Tokyo International Conference on African
Development (TICAD) 9 in August next year. [Ministry
of Foreign Affairs, Japan]

Lao and Cambodian leaders forge
stronger bilateral ties

(cc) Lao Prime Minister Sonexay Siphandone concluded
an official visit to Cambodia. The visit underscored the
commitment of both nations to deepening cooperation
in multiple fields, including trade, investment,
infrastructure and cultural exchange.

During his meeting with Cambodian Prime Minister
Hun Manet, the two leaders reaffirmed their
dedication to fostering closer collaboration and
addressing mutual challenges. They expressed a
shared determination to enhance connectivity through
infrastructure projects, improve cross-border trade
mechanisms, and strengthen economic partnerships
that would benefit both nations. Discussions also
emphasized the importance of cultural and
educational exchanges to build lasting ties between
the people of Laos and Cambodia.

The leaders signed several key agreements aimed at
expanding cooperation in trade and investment while
ensuring sustainable development practices. They also
pledged to work together on environmental
preservation and resource management, critical issues
for both countries in the face of climate change. These
agreements are expected to not only enhance
economic development but also foster stability and
mutual prosperity in the region.

Prime Minister Siphandone also held talks with
Cambodian National Assembly President Khuon
Sudary. Both sides expressed a strong commitment to
strengthening legislative cooperation and creating a
framework for regular dialogue between their
parliaments. This collaboration aims to ensure that
policies enacted by both governments are aligned with
the broader goals of regional integration and peace.
[Asia News Network] [Khmer Times]

Malaysia and Australia promise to deepen
cooperation
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(oc) At the 6th Annual Foreign Ministers’ Meeting,
Malaysia and Australia reaffirmed their commitment to
strengthening bilateral cooperation. The meeting,
chaired by Malaysian Foreign Minister Mohammad
Hassan and his Australian counterpart Penny Wong,
focused on enhancing relations in key areas, including
trade, investment, energy, and security.

During the discussions, Wong expressed Australia’s
support for Malaysia's ASEAN chairmanship in 2025. In
return, Malaysian Prime Minister Anwar lbrahim
extended an invitation to Australian Prime Minister
Anthony Albanese to attend ASEAN summits
throughout the year.

A joint statement highlighted significant progress in
cooperation across three key pillars: economic
prosperity, societal and technological development,
and defense and regional security.

The two ministers also reached a consensus on
pressing geopolitical issues. They underscored the
importance of a stable U.S.-China relationship for
global security and advocated for a ceasefire in Gaza.
The talks demonstrated a shared perspective on
various regional and global challenges, further
solidifying the partnership between Malaysia and
Australia. [ASEAN Bernamal

Maldives, Japan sign agreement on
renovation of Male’s seawall

(axc/Im) The Maldives and Japan have signed two
significant agreements aimed at enhancing
infrastructure and strengthening governance in the
country. The first agreement focuses on the renovation
of Male City's seawall, a crucial project for the capital’s
coastal protection. Signed by Maldivian Minister of
State for Construction and Infrastructure Ibrahim
Thoaam Mohamed and Hiromi Namiki, Chief
Consultant of Japan’s consulting team, the agreement
secures funding under Japan's Economic and Social
Development Programme. Japan has allocated USD
140,000 for the design phase of the seawall
renovation, which is set to be completed by the end of
Q1 2025. The original seawall, built in 2002 following a
devastating 1987 tidal wave, is now in need of
extensive refurbishment to protect Male from future
flooding and storm surges. [PSMNews]

In a separate development, the Maldives also signed
an agreement with Japan to enhance the operational
efficiency of the Anti-Corruption Commission (ACC).
Formalized through an "Exchange of Notes" ceremony,
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the agreement includes a grant of 300 million Japanese
Yen (approximately USD 2.16 million) as part of Japan’s
Economic and Social Development Programme. The
funding will be used to improve the ACC's mobility
infrastructure, enabling the commission to respond
more effectively to corruption cases and investigations
across the widely dispersed islands of the Maldives.
This initiative will help strengthen the country's
governance and accountability mechanisms. [the
edition]

Mongolia, South Korea to collaborate on
drone development

(fs) The National Association of Drone Developers of
Mongolia and the Association for Unmanned Vehicles
of the Republic of Korea have signed a Memorandum
of Understanding (MoU) to advance drone technology
and policy in Mongolia.

Minister of Digital Development, Innovation, and
Communications of Mongolia Baatarkhuu Tsend
highlighted Mongolia's ambition to legislate drone
operations through a draft Law on Drones to be
presented in Parliament's spring session next year.
This initiative includes establishing a drone-specific
zone, training operators, and integrating drones into
agriculture, environmental protection, and delivery
services.

Additionally, Mongolian companies Blue Sky Drone and
Sundori Drone will collaborate to utilize South Korean
technology for manufacturing drones. These drones,
designed for agriculture, education, and emergency
response, will operate under extreme weather
conditions with payloads of 20-30 kg.

South Korea has expressed readiness to assist in
developing legal frameworks and providing training.
[Montsame]

Mongolia seeks investment for urban
development projects at Beijing Summit

(fs) Ulaanbaatar Mayor Khishgeegiin Nyambaatar and
city officials visited Beijing, China, looking for
investment for major urban development initiatives.

Key projects discussed include a 17.7-km metro line
with 14 stations to increase average traffic speed by
48percent, a tram network aiming to boost speeds by
22percent, a four-lane Tuul highway to reduce
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congestion and multi-level circular highways to
improve road junction efficiency by 27 per cent.

During a summit attended by 450 representatives from
204 organizations across infrastructure, energy, and
finance sectors, Nyambaatar highlighted Mongolia's
updated Public-Private Partnership Law. This law
facilitates collaboration with domestic and
international entities to expand Ulaanbaatar’s
economy and strengthen Mongolia-China cooperation.

Investors expressed interest in leveraging global
expertise and advanced technology for tram, bridge,
and road construction. The summit concluded with
discussions on project specifics and collaboration
proposals. [Sonin]

Mongolia to strengthen Al and digital
innovation with U.S. collaboration

(fs) Acting State Secretary of the Ministry of Digital
Development, Innovation, and Communications of
Mongolia Altan-Od Pushaa met with Adiya Oyungerel,
Executive Director of the American Chamber of
Commerce (AmCham) in Mongolia, and Gerelchuluun
Iderchuluun, Director of Policy and Advocacy.

Pushaa highlighted Mongolia's ongoing efforts to
develop an ethical Al policy aligned with United
Nations guidelines. Drawing inspiration from Estonia’s
Al strategy, the Ministry has introduced the E-Mongolia
platform, and future plans include enhancing public
service digitization through Al and supporting the
growth of the digital economy.

AmCham's representatives emphasized the
organization’s role in fostering U.S.-Mongolia business
ties and attracting American investments. They also
discussed AmCham's recently published policy
document on Al and its focus on strengthening
partnerships between U.S. and Mongolian technology
firms.

As an affiliate of the U.S. Chamber of Commerce,
AmCham in Mongolia aims to expand its influence in
the Asia-Pacific region and deepen cooperation with
Mongolia's Ministry of Digital Development.
[Montsame]

Mongolia, UAE to expand bilateral
cooperation
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(fs) Prime Minister Luvsannamsrain Oyun-Erdene of
Mongolia and UAE President Sheikh Mohamed bin
Zayed Al Nahyan held discussions during the
Mongolian leader’s official visit to the UAE.

Both leaders underlined the potential for mutually
beneficial partnerships in mining, renewable energy,
urban development, digital transformation, agriculture,
and tourism.

Both parties agreed to collaborate on the organization
of the 17th Session of the UN Convention to Combat
Desertification (COP17), which will be hosted in
Mongolia in 2026. [GoGO]

Myanmar military government to restart
New Yangon City Development and
infrastructure project with the aid from
China

(tl/sc) Myanmar's military regime is reportedly seeking
to revive Chinese-backed projects as part of the China-
Myanmar Economic Corridor, following junta leader
Min Aung Hlaing's visit to China in November. The
projects include the stalled New Yangon City
development and the Muse-Mandalay railway,
designed to connect Yunnan Province to Yangon and
the Kyaukphyu Special Economic Zone.

The New Yangon City project, first proposed under
former president Thein Sein’s administration, spans an
8,100-hectare site, encompassing industrial zones,
residential areas, and infrastructure such as bridges. It
is part of China’s Belt and Road Initiative and aims to
transform agricultural land in three townships near
Yangon. The project, envisioned to be twice the size of
Singapore, faced criticism over its flood-prone location
and allegations of bribery involving the China
Communications Construction Company (CCCQ), the
original contractor.

The National League for Democracy (NLD) government
previously attempted to revise the project, slashing the
budget from USD 1.5 billion to USD 800 million and
inviting international firms to bid for contracts.
However, progress stalled following the military coup
in 2021, and the junta later reshuffled the board
overseeing the project.

Recent developments include discussions between
junta officials and Chinese representatives to resume
investments, but critics argue that the regime lacks
legitimacy to implement such large-scale projects. The
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regime's push to restart these initiatives aligns with
China's strategic interests in strengthening its regional
influence. [The Irrawaddy]

Myanmar: Juna launches projects to boost
small-scale industries with Lancang-
Mekong support

(sc) Myanmar’s Small-Scale Industries Department,
under the Ministry of Cooperatives and Rural
Development, has launched two projects approved
under the Mekong-Lancang Special Fund 2024. The
ceremony, held on December 4 at Mingalarthiri Hotel
in Nay Pyi Taw, was attended by junta appointed Union
Minister U Hla Moe, Deputy Minister U Myint Soe,
Chinese Embassy Second Secretary Mr. Zhang
Zhonghua, and other officials. Union Minister U Hla
Moe highlighted the ministry's commitment to
fostering rural job creation and small-scale businesses
using local raw materials, aligning with its development
objectives. [Myanmar International TV Channel]

The two initiatives, "Encouraging Small Scale Industries
in Agro-Based Sector" and "Enhancing Digital Skills of
Micro & Small Industries," aim to support MSMEs and
promote a sustainable digital economy. Scheduled for
implementation from September 2024 to August 2026,
the projects reflect Myanmar's collaboration with
China under the Mekong-Lancang framework.
Representatives from the Chinese Embassy and the
Lancang-Mekong Cooperation Coordination
Committee also emphasized the importance of the
initiatives in their remarks. The event concluded with a
group photo to commemorate the launch. [Myanmar
International TV Channel]

Myanmar: Junta strengthens ties with
Russia and Belarus through high-level
meetings

(sc/nf) Chairman of the Union Civil Service Board and
Myanmar-Russia Friendship Association, U Aung Thaw,
representing Myanmar's junta, hosted a delegation led
by Mr. Sholban Kara-Ool, Deputy Chairman of the State
Duma of Russia, on December 4. Their discussions
focused on deepening cooperation between the junta
and Russia across social, economic, and cultural
sectors, while also exploring new collaborative
opportunities. The Myanmar-Russia Friendship
Association’s role in facilitating Russian participation as
international observers in the junta's upcoming
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elections was also highlighted. Earlier the same day, U
Aung Thaw met with Mr. Uladzimir Baravikou,
Belarusian Ambassador to Myanmar, to commemorate
the 25th anniversary of diplomatic ties between
Myanmar’s junta and Belarus, planting a Gantgaw tree
and discussing ways to enhance bilateral cooperation
in trade, culture, and education. [Myanmar
International TV Channel]

In Nay Pyi Taw, Deputy Prime Minister and Foreign
Minister U Than Swe, representing the junta,
welcomed Ambassador Baravikou to further reinforce
Myanmar-Belarus relations. Both sides discussed
expanding cooperation in trade, social, and tourism
sectors, alongside celebrating the diplomatic milestone
with high-level visits and collaborative initiatives. The
discussions emphasized strengthening partnerships
through regional and international organizations,
signaling the junta’s intention to broaden its
engagement with Russia and Belarus in various
strategic areas. [Myanmar International TV Channel]

Slovenia seeks to join IC]) proceedings on
Rohingya genocide case against Myanmar

(tl) Slovenia has applied to the International Court of
Justice (IC)) to intervene in Gambia's case against
Myanmar, which accuses the country of committing
genocide against the Rohingya. According to the ICJ,
Slovenia is seeking to participate under Article 63 of
the Court's Statute as a signatory to the Genocide
Convention.

Slovenia's request focuses on the interpretation of key
provisions (Articles 1-6) of the Genocide Convention
raised in the case. It joins seven other countries
already permitted to intervene, including Canada, the
UK, France, Denmark, the Netherlands, Germany, and
the Maldives.

The case, initiated by Gambia in November 2019, aims
to hold Myanmar accountable for alleged atrocities
against the Rohingya Muslim population. [jurist.org]
[VOA in Burmese]

China, Nepal sign BRI cooperation
framework, sparks internal political
debate in Kathmandu

(Im) Nepal and China have signed a framework
agreement to advance Belt and Road Initiative (BRI)
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projects under "aid assistance financing," marking a
major development in bilateral ties. However, the
agreement has sparked a debate within Nepal's ruling
Nepali Congress (NC), revealing divergent views on its
implications for the country’s financial sovereignty and
foreign policy.

The agreement, signed during Prime Minister KP
Sharma Oli's visit to China, is valid for three years, with
an option for renewal. It outlines principles for project
implementation under the BRI, focusing on aid
financing that combines grants and concessional loans.
Nepal proposed ten priority projects, including
transport, energy infrastructure, and cultural
initiatives, such as the Jilong-Kerung-Kathmandu
railway and Madan Bhandari University. The projects
aim to align with Nepal's specific development needs,
emphasizing economic and technical viability.

Negotiations centered on finding common ground over
funding modalities. Nepal initially pushed for grants as
the primary financing model but eventually accepted
the term "aid assistance" after revisions. Prime
Minister Oli emphasized that loans were not a topic of
discussion during his visit, underscoring Nepal's intent
to avoid high-interest debt burdens. [The Kathmandu
Post 1]

The agreement has highlighted differences within the
ruling NC. While some party leaders view the
framework as a departure from the party’s long-held
stance against loans for BRI projects, others defend the
term "aid assistance," interpreting it as a balanced
approach. Critics argue that accepting aid assistance
could open the door to loans, potentially burdening
Nepal's economy.

NP Saud, a former foreign minister, expressed concern
over the lack of clarity in the agreement's financial
terms, while other leaders, such as Arjun Narashinga
KC, admitted they were not fully informed about the
specifics of the signed deal. Govinda Raj Pokharel, a
former National Planning Commission chair, criticized
the party leadership for inconsistency, questioning why
the party opposed loans initially but later accepted aid
assistance.

However, Min Bahadur Bishwakarma, head of the NC's
publicity department, defended the agreement, stating
it aligns with Nepal's diplomatic priorities without
undermining party policies. He clarified that the
framework does not obligate Nepal to accept Chinese
loans.

The Communist Party of Nepal (Maoist Centre), part of
the opposition, has adopted a cautious stance,
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deciding to study the agreement in detail before
forming an official opinion. However, some party
members, like Ganesh Shah, view the agreement
positively, suggesting it could attract further
investments from other countries if managed
effectively.

Meanwhile, legal and economic experts argue that the
framework provides clear principles for project
negotiations and ensures financial prudence. They
stress that focusing on concessional financing and
value-for-money infrastructure could benefit Nepal's
economy while avoiding pitfalls associated with
unsustainable debt. [The Kathmandu Post 2]

Nepal's Army Chief General Sigdel to visit
India for honorary rank ceremony

(Im) Nepal's Chief of Army Staff General Ashok Raj
Sigdel will embark on a four-day visit to India starting
December 11 at the invitation of Indian Army Chief
General Upendra Dwivedi. During the visit, General
Sigdel will be conferred with the honorary rank of
General of the Indian Army, a tradition symbolizing the
close military ties between the two nations.

This visit reciprocates General Dwivedi's recent trip to
Nepal in November, during which President
Ramchandra Paudel conferred upon him the honorary
rank of General of the Nepal Army. While in Nepal,
General Dwivedi engaged with key leaders, including
the President, Prime Minister KP Sharma Oli, and
General Sigdel, and visited significant military
locations. [The Kathmandu Post]

US Assistant Secretary of State Donald Lu
discusses bilateral ties with Nepalese top
leaders

(rs/Im) US Assistant Secretary of State Donald Lu,
during a recent three-day visit to Nepal, held high-level
meetings with former prime ministers Pushpa Kamal
Dahal and Sher Bahadur Deuba, as well as Deputy
Prime Minister and Finance Minister Bishnu Prasad
Paudel. These engagements focused on strengthening
Nepal-US relations across various sectors, including
economic cooperation, peacebuilding, and
environmental protection. [The Kathmandu Post 1]
[The Kathmandu Post 2]
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A significant topic of discussion during Lu's visit was
Nepal's recent framework agreement with China on
the Belt and Road Initiative (BRI). While the agreement
has raised concerns in Nepal over the funding terms,
which include grants and soft loans under the term
"aid assistance financing," Lu emphasized the need for
transparency in such deals. He stated that the US
would wait to comment further until the text of the
agreement between Kathmandu and Beijing was made
public but stressed the importance of ensuring
transparency in the deal.

The BRI agreement, signed during Prime Minister KP
Oli's recent visit to China, has sparked unease within
certain political factions, particularly the Nepali
Congress, which has questioned whether Nepal has
shifted its position on the type of funding it seeks for
BRI projects. Lu acknowledged the concerns and
reiterated the importance of independent decision-
making for Nepal, free from external influence. [The
Kathmandu Post 3]

During his visit, Lu also discussed several other key
issues with Nepali leaders, including the ongoing
transitional justice process, climate change, and US
priorities in Nepal. He praised Nepal's progress in
transitioning to a more stable democracy, particularly
its efforts to pass the transitional justice bill by
consensus. Lu also expressed his excitement over the
progress of MCC-funded projects, which aim to create
jobs, improve road infrastructure, and export clean
energy to India.

As part of his South Asia tour, which included stops in
India and Sri Lanka, Lu also participated in the launch
of the 'Green Alliance for Women'’s Economic Security'
project. This initiative, aimed at supporting women
entrepreneurs in the Hindu Kush Himalaya region, will
serve as a platform for knowledge exchange and
addressing key challenges like gender discrimination
and market access.

Nepal seeks Qatar's support for workers
and prisoners amidst outdated labor
agreement

(Im/rs) Nepal's Vice President Ramsahay Prasad Yadav
recently urged Qatar to improve conditions for Nepali
workers, including 24-hour insurance, compensation
for injured or deceased workers, and assistance for
Nepalis in hospitals and prisons. He also called for a
reduction in sentences for 67 Nepali prisoners and
support for undocumented workers in Qatar. [The
Kathmandu Post]
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Nepali workers in Qatar remain under a 2005 labor
agreement, which has not been updated despite
Nepal's efforts since 2018. Qatar has delayed revising
the agreement, limiting Nepal's ability to advocate for
better worker protections. Key issues include unsafe
working conditions, unpaid wages, and lack of
insurance, worsened by the 2022 FIFA World Cup
construction projects.

Despite Qatar's USD 50 million World Cup Legacy Fund,
no significant progress has been made on
compensating Nepali workers. Critics blame Nepal's
weak labor diplomacy for the stalled negotiations, with
little commitment from Qatar on key reforms,
particularly regarding domestic workers. [online
khabar]

Japan to provide USD 10.6 million in
defense aid to enhance Philippines’
maritime security

(Im) Japan has committed to a USD 10.6 million
defense aid package to the Philippines, aimed at
enhancing the country’s maritime security capabilities.
This includes the provision of coastal radar systems,
rigid-hulled inflatable boats, and additional air defense
equipment to the Philippine military. The aid is part of
Japan'’s Official Security Assistance (OSA) initiative,
designed to strengthen defense ties with regional
partners, particularly in the Indo-Pacific.

The defense aid, which will benefit both the Philippine
Navy and Air Force, was formalized through an
agreement signed by Japanese Ambassador to the
Philippines Endo Kazuya and Philippine Secretary of
Foreign Affairs Enrique Manalo.

This marks the second time Japan has provided such
assistance to the Philippines, following a USD 4 million
grant last year for maritime domain awareness radars.
In this new package, Japan will provide unspecified
numbers of coastal radar systems and small boats to
the Philippine Navy to bolster its maritime surveillance
capabilities.

Japan also committed to supporting the operation of
previously procured Mitsubishi Electric air defense
radars for the Philippine Air Force, enhancing the
country’s monitoring and surveillance systems along
the South China Sea. [USNI News]
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Denmark eyes military exercises with
Philippines

(Im) Denmark is exploring the possibility of joint
military exercises with the Philippines to enhance
maritime cooperation. Danish Foreign Minister Lars
Lokke Rasmussen, during his visit to the Philippine
Coast Guard (PCG) headquarters in Manila on
December 9, emphasized the importance of ensuring
freedom of navigation in international waters.

Rasmussen was briefed on the PCG's challenges,
particularly in countering aggressive actions by the
China Coast Guard in disputed waters. He noted
Denmark's willingness to support the Philippines and
its commitment to upholding international maritime
law, especially through its upcoming seat on the
United Nations Security Council in 2025. [Manila Times]

South Korea's ministry of unification vows
to resume its managing duty to North
Korea

(ac) The Ministry of Unification of South Korea has
pledged to resume its duties and focus on managing
the situation with North Korea following the lifting of
martial law. This statement was issued after a meeting
among senior officials, including Unification Minister
Kim Yung-ho. The ministry aims to prioritize stable
management on the Korean Peninsula while adhering
to its North Korea policy principles. [Yonhap News
Agency 1]

North Korea’s state media has yet to comment on
President Yoon Suk Yeol's declaration of martial law.
North Korean news outlets such as Rodong Sinmun
and the Korean Central News Agency (KCNA) have not
published any reports on related news or the
impeachment rally against Yoon Suk Yeol. [The Korea
Times]

Observers suggest that North Korea might seek to use
the martial law turmoil as a propaganda tool to boost
discontent with democracy within the country and
heighten its rivalry with South Korea. North Korea has
made similar comments on South Korean government
crises in the past. For example, North Korea swiftly
reported the impeachment of former President Park
Geun-hye in 2017. [Yonhap News Agency 2]



https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-svyktt-l-dhk/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-svyktt-l-dhu/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-svyktt-l-dhu/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-svyktt-l-dkl/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-svyktt-l-dkl/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-svyktt-l-dkr/

Ex-defense minister allegedly ordered
drone operations over North Korea as
part of martial law plan

(mc) Former South Korean Defense Minister Kim Yong-
hyun ordered drone infiltration over Pyongyang in
October, a South Korean lawmaker stated on
December 9.

Park Beom-kye, a lawmaker from South Korea's main
opposition Democratic Party, told a parliamentary
session that the alleged drone dispatch could be a
precursor to plans for martial law.

In connection with this incident, North Korea reported
in mid-October that it had detected South Korean
drones over its capital and announced it would
retaliate. However, the South Korean military made no
statement about the operation.

Kim, who resigned as defense minister following the
controversy over martial law, is currently under arrest
on charges of treason (see article in this edition).
[Yonhap News Agency]

North Korea and Russia enact defense
treaty

(ac) North Korea and Russia have officially enacted the
defense treaty signed in June (see No. 26, June/2024,
4), following the exchange of ratification instruments
on December 4. The treaty establishes a
comprehensive strategic partnership, committing both
nations to provide immediate military assistance if
either is attacked.

The agreement strengthens military ties between the
two countries, with North Korea already supporting
Russia’s war in Ukraine by sending thousands of
troops. Experts see the treaty as a restoration of a Cold
War-era alliance, effectively mandating automatic
military intervention.

North Korea describes the treaty as a "legal
framework" to elevate bilateral ties, enhance regional
and global security, and promote an independent,
multipolar world order free from domination and
hegemony. North Korean Central News Agency (KCNA)
hailed the partnership as a "powerful security device"
ensuring strategic stability. [Yonhap News] [Rodong
Sinmun]
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Russia promises North Korea fighter jets

(jb) In return for North Korea’s deployment of 10,000
soldiers to the western border region of Kursk in
Russia, Russian President Vladimir Putin has promised
to send MiG-29 and Su-27 fighter jets to add to North
Korean leader Kim Jong Un's arsenal.

Despite these 40-year-old fighter jet models not being
top of the range, the Pentagon has released reports of
concern over the jets adding to North Korean air
power. The United States’ primary concern is the
expansion of this promise into full-blown weapons
trade and Russian aid for North Korea's nuclear
program, which is under United Nations Security
Council-imposed sanctions under Resolution 2397.
[Newsweek]

North Korean agents present in Russia
since October

(jb) An insider source revealed that the North Korean
Reconnaissance General Bureau (RGB) oversaw the
dispatch of hundreds of intelligence officers to Russia
beginning October.

As per Russia’s request for support in its nearly three
year-long war against Ukraine, the RGB dispatched
trained intelligence officers who were informed about
battlefield conditions and received extensive fitness
and combat training. The officers, who were also well
versed in Russian military tactics, mainly gather
information, strategize battle tactics and perform
signal jamming and electronic reconnaissance.

North Korea’s cooperation with Russia has been
observed as a move for its alliance with a major
international actor in light of its continued isolation.
The North Korean state also viewed the opportunity
provided to RGB soldiers as a move towards better
preparedness in battle tactics. [Daily NK English]

Ukraine prints surrender leaflets to North
Korean soldiers

(ac) Amid the growing participation of North Korea in
the Ukraine war, the Ukrainian military forces produce
surrender leaflets encouraging North Korean soldiers
to surrender. Leaflets are dropped by Ukrainian
intelligence forces in the Kursk border region teaching
soldiers how to surrender.
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The surrender leaflets are part of the “l want to live”
campaign initially persuading Russian soldiers to
surrender to the Ukraine forces. According to Ukraine,
there 350 Russian soldiers surrendered to Ukraine.
[Euro News]

The first campaign targeting North Korean soldiers was
first a Korean-language video about the “surrender
hotline”, designed for North Korean soldiers wishing to
surrender as prisoners of wars. The video depicted
facilities and promised to offer three hot meals per day
(see AiR No. 45, November/2024, 1).

Pakistanis no longer need security
clearance for Bangladesh visa

(tj) The interim government of Bangladesh has
announced that Pakistani citizens will no longer need
to obtain security clearance when applying for a
Bangladeshi visa. The new policy, which took effect on
December 2, marks a significant shift in bilateral
relations.

This change in visa policy follows a meeting in Dhaka
between Pakistan’s High Commissioner to Bangladesh,
Syed Ahmed Maroof, and Khaleda Zia, leader of the
Bangladesh Nationalist Party (BNP). Zia, who served as
Bangladesh's Prime Minister for several terms, has
historically maintained a more favorable stance toward
Pakistan compared to the policies of the Awami League
government led by Sheikh Hasina, who was ousted as
prime minister in August.

This development is part of a broader thaw in
relations. On November 19, a Pakistani cargo ship
docked at Bangladesh’s Chittagong Port for the first
time since 1971, underscoring a shift in both economic
and diplomatic ties. Additionally, on September 11,
Bangladesh observed the 76th death anniversary of
Muhammad Ali Jinnah, Pakistan’s founding father.
[ThePrint]

Pakistan criticizes India's lack of political
will for resolving disputes

(Im) Pakistan has accused India of lacking the "political
will" to engage in meaningful dialogue to address long-
standing disputes between the two nuclear-armed
neighbors. Islamabad urged New Delhi to take
proactive steps toward creating a conducive
environment for negotiations, reaffirming its own
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commitment to peaceful coexistence and regional
stability.

Relations between India and Pakistan have remained
fraught since their partition in 1947, resulting in three
wars and numerous border skirmishes. Tensions
escalated significantly in 2019 when Indian Prime
Minister Narendra Modi revoked the limited autonomy
of Jammu and Kashmir, a contested Himalayan region
claimed in full by both countries. In response, Pakistan
downgraded diplomatic relations and suspended
bilateral trade with India. [Arab News]

Pakistan strengthens ties with China in
agriculture and blue economy

(mra/Im) In a notable development, Pakistan’s Punjab
province signed a memorandum of understanding
(MoU) with Chinese firm Al Force Tech to establish a
robotic agricultural equipment manufacturing plant.
Punjab Chief Minister Maryam Nawaz Sharif, while on
visit to China, highlighted the significance of this
partnership during discussions with company officials.
She inspected advanced robotic tools and assured full
governmental support for local manufacturing in
Punjab, emphasizing the critical role of technology in
enhancing farmers’ prosperity.

Agriculture contributes 24 percent to Pakistan's GDP
and employs half of its labor force, making it a
cornerstone of the nation’s economy. This
collaboration is part of Pakistan's broader strategy to
modernize the sector, increase agricultural exports,
and earn valuable foreign exchange. The initiative
builds on earlier commitments, such as sending 1,000
agricultural experts to China for training and adopting
Chinese innovations to boost productivity and
resilience. [Arab News 1]

While agriculture remains a priority, Pakistan is also
turning its attention to the blue economy, which Prime
Minister Shehbaz Sharif highlighted as a vital area for
sustainable development. Speaking at the 7th Maritime
Security Workshop in Lahore, Sharif outlined plans to
unlock offshore oil, gas, and mineral reserves,
emphasizing their potential to address the country's
energy and economic challenges. He announced that
China would send a delegation to aid in exploration
efforts and called on the Pakistan Navy to lead these
initiatives, ensuring robust governmental support.
[Arab News 2] [The News International]

Adding to these collaborations, Pakistan's missions in
China recently hosted a textile-focused B2B
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matchmaking event in Suzhou, Jiangsu Province. This
initiative connected 11 Pakistani textile firms with 37
leading Chinese enterprises, facilitating discussions on
joint ventures and trade. [APP News]

US invites Pakistani firms to SelectUSA
Investment Summit

(mra) The US Consulate in Karachi has invited Pakistani
businesses to participate in the 2024 SelectUSA
Investment Summit, scheduled for May 11-14, 2025, in
Maryland. The summit will bring together over 5,000
attendees, including economic organizations and
investors from more than 90 countries.

With the US being Pakistan's largest export destination,
accounting for 16 percent of annual exports, the
summit offers significant opportunities for Pakistani
firms, particularly in sectors like technology and trade.
USAID initiatives since 2021 have raised USD 13 million
in foreign direct investment and boosted bilateral
trade by USD 41 million. [The Express Tribune]

Italian ship ‘Amerigo Vespucci’ arrives in
Pakistan for three-day goodwill visit

(Im) The Italian Navy's sailing and training ship Amerigo
Vespucci has arrived at Karachi Port for a three-day
gooduwill visit, marking the third visit by an Italian Navy
ship to Pakistan in the past two months. The visit aims
to strengthen bilateral ties between Pakistan and Italy,
as well as enhance cooperation between the two
navies.

Upon its arrival, the ship was welcomed by officials
from both the Pakistan and Italian Navies, along with
Italian Ambassador to Pakistan, Marilina Armellin.
[Arab News]

Pakistan, Russia strengthen ties with
agreements on trade, rail connectivity,
freight services

(mra/sn/tf) Pakistan and Russia have taken notable
steps to enhance their bilateral relationship, signing
eight memorandums of understanding (MoUs) and
agreements during the 9th Inter-Governmental
Commission (IGC) meeting in Moscow. The MoUs,
covering areas such as health, trade, and education,
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signal deepening cooperation between the two
nations. Notable agreements include collaborations on
insulin production, industrial partnerships, and
educational exchanges between Russian institutions
and Pakistan's COMSATS and Peshawar University.

A key highlight of the IGC session was the signing of a
protocol to establish a rail link connecting the two
countries through Turkmenistan and Iran, entering
Pakistan via Taftan. This rail corridor, expected to
become operational by March 2025, will facilitate the
transportation of natural gas, machinery, steel, and
agricultural products, reducing dependency on slower
and more expensive sea and air routes. The initiative
aims to streamline trade, with Pakistan exporting
textiles, rice, wheat, and cotton to Russia, while
importing energy resources and industrial goods.

The rail link is part of the broader International North-
South Transport Corridor (INSTC) initiative, which seeks
to strengthen connectivity between Russia and South
Asia. This corridor positions Pakistan as a vital transit
hub for Central Asia, aligning with Islamabad’s strategy
to bolster trade and attract foreign investment.

Additionally, discussions are ongoing to establish
direct air links between Pakistan and Russia to
promote business, tourism, and cultural exchanges.
These developments reflect a growing partnership
between the two countries, which have moved beyond
Cold War adversarial ties to forge robust economic and
trade relations. In 2023, bilateral trade reached USD 1
billion, supported by Pakistan's decision to import
discounted Russian crude oil amidst rising global
energy prices. [Arab News 1] [Arab News 2] [The News
International]

Retired diplomat Mohammad Sadiq
reappointed Pakistan’s special envoy to
Afghanistan

(Im/mra) Pakistan has reappointed Mohammad Sadiq,
a veteran diplomat, as its special envoy for Afghanistan
amid ongoing tensions between the two countries.
Sadiqg, who served as Pakistan’s ambassador to Kabul
from 2008 to 2014, had resigned from his special
envoy role in March 2023 after nearly three years.

His reappointment comes as Pakistan and Afghanistan
grapple with rising cross-border militant attacks and
the expulsion of Afghan refugees, who have been
linked to bombings attributed to Afghan nationals.
Pakistan has repeatedly accused Afghanistan of
harboring militant groups and has urged the Taliban
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government in Kabul to prevent its territory from being
used for cross-border attacks. However, Afghanistan
has denied the allegations, asserting that Pakistan’s
internal security challenges should not be blamed on
its government.[Arab News]

Counterterrorism remains central to Pakistan’s
diplomatic efforts with Afghanistan, particularly
regarding the presence of the Tehreek-i-Taliban
Pakistan (TTP) in Afghan territory. Pakistan has pressed
Afghanistan to take stronger actions against TTP
elements operating across the border. In addition,
concerns have been raised about the increasing threat
posed by Afghanistan-based militants, potentially
uniting into a broader regional threat. Pakistan has
called for urgent and effective countermeasures.
[DAWN]

Pakistan to export skilled manpower to
Bahrain's construction sector

(Im) Pakistan’s Overseas Employment Corporation
(OECQ), under the Ministry of Overseas Pakistanis and
Human Resource Development, has announced plans
to export skilled and unskilled manpower to Bahrain's
construction sector. The move aligns with the Gulf
region’'s demand, which absorbs approximately 77
percent of Pakistan’s labor force, making it a key
destination for overseas employment.

Since 1971, Pakistan has exported over 12.7 million
workers to around 50 countries, with Saudi Arabia, the
United Arab Emirates, Oman, Kuwait, Bahrain, and
Qatar being primary destinations. In 2023, the Bureau
of Emigration & Overseas Employment (BEOE) set a
target to send one million workers abroad annually,
further boosting the country’s manpower exports.
[Arab News]

Saudi Arabia extends USD 3 billion deposit
to support Pakistan's economy

(Im) Saudi Arabia has extended the term of a USD 3
billion deposit placed with Pakistan's central bank for
another year, bolstering the South Asian country’s
fragile economy. Initially deposited in November 2021
by the Saudi Fund for Development (SFD), the funds
were aimed at strengthening Pakistan's foreign
exchange reserves amid its ongoing financial crisis.
This extension marks a continuation of Riyadh’s
economic support as Pakistan grapples with an
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economic meltdown exacerbated by decades of fiscal
mismanagement.

The deposit, originally set to mature on December 5,
2024, remains with the State Bank of Pakistan (SBP)
under an agreement signed between the SFD and the
Pakistani government. In addition to financial
assistance, Saudi Arabia regularly provides oil to
Pakistan on deferred payment terms, further easing
economic pressures.

Pakistan and Saudi Arabia share strong bilateral ties,
with the Kingdom hosting over 2 million Pakistani
expatriates, a key source of remittances to the nation.
The SBP highlighted the deposit extension as a
significant step in boosting Pakistan's foreign reserves
and fostering economic development. The support
comes as Pakistan faces ongoing challenges, including
inflation, a precarious balance of payments, and
economic uncertainty. [Arab News 1]

Amid this economic aid, Pakistan seeks inspiration
from Saudi Arabia’s Vision 2030, a transformative
initiative aimed at diversifying its economy by reducing
reliance on oil and focusing on sectors like health,
education, and tourism. Finance Minister Muhammad
Aurangzeb, during a workshop in Islamabad, stressed
the importance of policy continuity and irreversibility,
noting Pakistan’'s need to institutionalize reforms for
sustainable progress.

The workshop, attended by senior officials, explored
strategies for economic transformation, emphasizing
measurable outcomes and accountability. Aurangzeb
praised Saudi Arabia’s success in sustaining reforms,
urging Pakistan to adopt similar practices to ensure
long-term economic stability and growth. [Arab News
2]

India, Seychelles expand maritime
cooperation through hydrography

(Im) Seychelles and India have reinforced their
hydrographic cooperation, focusing on maritime
safety, environmental protection, and economic
development. During high-level meetings, both nations
reviewed progress under a 2015 memorandum of
understanding and planned updates for 2025. India
presented updated nautical charts of Seychelles’
waters and a USD 4,962 royalty cheque from chart
sales as a gesture of continued collaboration.
[Seychelles News Agency]
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Two Zambian justices join Seychelles’
Court of Appeal

(Im) Two Zambian justices, Dominic Sichinga and Nicola
Sharpe-Phiri, were sworn in to the Court of Appeal of
Seychelles on December 2 at a ceremony at State
House. Their appointments were facilitated by the
Constitutional Appointees Authority, emphasizing an
independent and merit-based selection process.

Justice Dominic Sichinga brings 22 years of experience,
including roles as Zambia's Solicitor General, a legal
consultant for the Common Market for Eastern and
Southern Africa (COMESA), and a judge in Zambia's
High Court and Court of Appeal. His expertise spans
human rights, constitutional, and civil law.

Justice Nicola Sharpe-Phiri has over two decades of
legal experience, including as a High Court judge in
Zambia. She has chaired Zambia's Small Claims Court
and serves as the vice president of the Zambia
Association of Women Judges. Her specializations
include family law, constitutional law, banking, and
arbitration. [Seychelles News Agency]

Singapore, Australia strengthen defense
and green energy collaborations

(fi) Singapore and Australia have reaffirmed their
commitment to bolstering defense cooperation as part
of their Comprehensive Strategic Partnership. During a
ministerial meeting on December 3, Australian
Defence Minister Richard Marles announced plans to
enhance military collaboration, including increased
access to defense facilities and more frequent naval
and air force visits. Singapore Defence Minister Ng Eng
Hen emphasized plans to expand training
opportunities for airmen and soldiers, building on
longstanding programs such as Singapore's fighter
pilot training in Australia.

This upgraded partnership, set to be finalized next
year, reflects shared strategic interests and the robust
trust between the two nations, strengthening a
relationship that has spanned decades. [MINDEF
Singapore] [Reuters]

In tandem with defense cooperation, Singapore and
Australia are deepening their collaboration on
sustainable infrastructure and decarbonization.
Australia has committed USD 50 million to Singapore's
Green Investments Partnership (GIP) under the
Financing and Accelerating Sustainable Transition
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(FAST-P) initiative, led by the Monetary Authority of
Singapore (MAS). This initiative mobilizes capital for
clean energy and climate-resilient projects across
Southeast Asia.

Administered by Export Finance Australia (EFA) and
aligned with Australia’s Southeast Asia Investment
Financing Facility (SEAIFF), the funding complements
Singapore’s USD 500 million pledge to attract global
public and private investments. Pentagreen Capital, a
sustainable infrastructure financing firm backed by
HSBC and Temasek, will channel these funds into
renewable energy, electric vehicle infrastructure, water
management, and other critical sectors. [Hubbis]

Diplomatic meetings cancelled, postponed
amid martial law crisis in South Korea

(ac/mc) South Korea's Ministry of Foreign Affairs has
sent a diplomatic letter to foreign embassies and
missions, reassuring them of minimal impact from the
recently overthrown martial law. The ministry
emphasized that martial law has been lifted and that
public safety and order are being maintained "in
accordance with democratic processes." [Yonhap
News Agency 1]

However, several diplomatic meetings scheduled for
last week were canceled or postponed. A Swedish
delegation led by Prime Minister UIf Kristersson
postponed its visit, citing South Korea's current
political situation. The delegation had planned to meet
with President Yoon Suk Yeol to discuss bilateral
cooperation. Despite the postponement, Sweden
welcomed the lifting of martial law and stressed that
political differences should be resolved through
democratic means. [Yonhap News Agency 2]
[Government Offices of Sweden]

Similarly, a planned meeting between Kazakhstan's
government and South Korea’'s Minister of Defense
was canceled. [Yonhap News 3]

Japan's Prime Minister Ishiba expressed concern about
South Korea'’s political situation but has yet to decide
whether his upcoming visit in January will proceed as
planned. Meanwhile, a group of Japanese lawyers led
by former Prime Minister Yoshihide Suga canceled
their visit. Suga had been scheduled to meet with
President Yoon to promote bilateral exchanges and
friendship. [The Japan News]

In response to potential economic repercussions,
South Korea's Finance Minister Choi Sang-mok held an
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emergency meeting with Bank of Korea Governor Rhee
Chang-yong. They pledged to deploy "unlimited
liquidity" into financial markets to mitigate risks to the
local credit market and minimize disruptions to daily
life. [Reuters]

US reaffirms alliance with South Korea
“transcends any particular president”

(mc/jb) Ahead of the vote on the impeachment of
South Korean President Yoon Suk Yeol following his
brief imposition of martial law, the U.S. State
Department reaffirmed the strength of the U.S.-South
Korea alliance, emphasizing that the partnership
remains "unshakeable" and transcends any specific
president or government on either side of the Pacific.

It also reaffirmed the U.S. expectation that the
impeachment process would adhere to South Korea’s
constitution, describing it as an "internal matter."
[Yonhap Agency News]

In addition, a senior US official emphasized that there
have been no communication problems between US
and South Korean counterparts following the
controversial declaration of martial law.

The US official stated that several US officials, including
Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff Gen. Charles Q.
Brown, and General Paul LaCamera, commander of US
Forces Korea, have maintained contacts with their
South Korean counterparts. [Yonhap Agency News]

Meanwhile, a meeting of the US-ROK Nuclear
Consultative Group and a related exercise scheluded
for earlier last week has been postponed.
Concurrently, US Secretary of Defense Lloyd Austin
briefly pushed his planned visit to South Korea. [The
Korea Times]

China to provide entire requirement of
school uniform fabric for 2025 to Sri Lanka
as grant

(Im) China has agreed to supply the entire requirement
of school uniform fabric for Sri Lankan schoolchildren
in 2025 as a grant. The fabric will be provided to 10,096
government and government-aided schools, as well as
822 approved Pirivenas.
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In 2023, 70 percent of the fabric (LKR 2,493.76 million
or USD 8.47 million) for 4,585,432 students was
provided by China, with the remainder sourced locally.
In 2024, China supplied 80 percent of the fabric (LKR
5,317 million or USD 18.28 million), while the
remaining 20 percent was imported with Cabinet
approval at a cost of LKR 970 million (USD 3.34 million).

For 2025, 4,640,086 students will receive fabric,
including new and examination students. A total of
11,817 million meters of fabric will be provided by
China, delivered in three shipments. The first two
shipments have arrived, and the third is scheduled for
December 25 at Colombo Port. [Daily Mirror]

Sri Lank’s President Anura Dissanayake to
visit India in first overseas trip

(Im) Sri Lanka’s President Anura Kumara Dissanayake
will undertake his first overseas visit as President to
India from December 15-17. During the visit,
Dissanayake is set to meet Indian Prime Minister
Narendra Modi and President Droupadi Murmu to
strengthen bilateral ties. This visit follows Sri Lanka’s
parliamentary elections in November, where
Dissanayake’s National People’'s Power (NPP) alliance
secured absolute control of the 225-member
Parliament. The invitation for the visit was extended by
Indian External Affairs Minister S. Jaishankar, who was
the first foreign dignitary to visit Sri Lanka after
Dissanayake took office. [The Hindu]

In a notable development preceding the Dissanayake’s
trip, the Sri Lankan government has approved the
receipt of 22 diesel engines from India. The Indian
Railways will provide 20 slightly used M10 locomotive
engines and two additional engines for spare parts as
a grant to Sri Lanka Railways. The engines will support
the country’s rail infrastructure, and an unsolicited
proposal from India’s RITES for locomotive
maintenance services has also been reviewed. [Daily
Mirror]

Additionally, Sri Lanka has repatriated 21 Indian
fishermen, who were detained by the Sri Lankan Navy
for allegedly violating the country's maritime borders.
The repatriation of the fishermen comes amid
continued tensions between the two countries over
fishing rights in the disputed waters of the Palk Strait.
This issue has long been a contentious point in Sri
Lanka-India relations, with incidents involving Sri
Lankan Navy personnel firing at Indian fishermen in
the past. [DTNEXT]
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Japan donates USD 1.02 million worth
flood relief to Sri Lanka

(raa) Japan has extended a donation of LKR 300 million
(USD 1.02 million) to assist individuals affected by
recent disasters in Sri Lanka. The relief package
includes essential items such as tents, mattresses,
plastic sheets, and other critical supplies designed to
address immediate needs in the affected areas.

The aid was received at Bandaranaike International
Airport in Katunayake by senior officials, including the
Secretary of the Ministry of Defence and the Director
General of the Disaster Management Centre. [News
First]

U.S. Assistant Secretary of State Donald
Lu visits Sri Lanka

(raa) On December 7, U.S. Assistant Secretary of State
for South and Central Asian Affairs, Donald Lu, met
with Sri Lankan President Anura Kumara Dissanayake
to discuss the United States’ support for Sri Lanka’s
ongoing anti-corruption initiatives. Lu assured
President Dissanayake that the U.S. is ready to offer
both financial and technical assistance to bolster Sri
Lanka's security and economy. He also pledged U.S.
expertise in recovering illicitly transferred funds as part
of the anti-corruption effort.

During the meeting, the U.S. government expressed its
appreciation for the new administration’s focus on
addressing political, economic, and social challenges.
Lu reaffirmed Washington's commitment to supporting
Sri Lanka’s sovereignty and territorial integrity. In
response, President Dissanayake highlighted the role
of political culture in fostering corruption and waste,
stressing efforts to cultivate a new political culture to
address these issues. The President also shared plans
to enhance rural living standards and modernize the
civil service by improving public services.

The meeting was attended by senior officials, including
Minister of Labour Anil Jayantha Fernando, U.S.
Ambassador to Sri Lanka Julie Chung, USAID Deputy
Assistant Administrator for Asia Anjali Kaur, and other
U.S. representatives. [Ada Derana] [Daily Mirror]
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United States designates two former Sri
Lankan top officials for corruption,
restricts visa

(Im) The United States has imposed sanctions on two
former Sri Lankan officials, Kapila Chandrasena and
Udayanga Weeratunga, for their roles in corrupt
aircraft deals. The sanctions, announced on December
9, 2024, target their involvement in the purchase of
overpriced Airbus and MiG aircraft. Chandrasena,
former CEO of SriLankan Airlines, and Weeratunga,
former ambassador to Russia, will be barred from
entering the U.S., and U.S. entities will be prohibited
from engaging with them. Their immediate family
members are also sanctioned.

Chandrasena is accused of accepting a bribe to ensure
the purchase of Airbus planes at inflated prices, while
Weeratunga orchestrated the corrupt MiG fighter jet
deal for the Sri Lankan Air Force. Both men are
connected to the Rajapaksa family—Weeratunga is a
cousin of former presidents Mahinda and Gotabaya
Rajapaksa, and Chandrasena is related by marriage.

Sri Lanka's government has welcomed the sanctions,
with Information Minister Nalinda Jayatissa stating they
will help reexamine past corruption cases. The
government is reopening investigations into these
scandals, which were previously stalled. The MiG deal,
which became public after investigative journalist
Lasantha Wickrematunge's exposure, remains a major
point of controversy. Wickrematunge, who was
assassinated in 2009, had planned to submit key
documents on the deal. [The Hindu] [Barron's]

Taiwan faces large scale Chinese military
exercise

(dqgl) Taiwan has raised its alert level, citing China’s
reservation of airspace and the deployment of naval
and coast guard vessels in what a senior security
official described as the first military drills across a
broad swathe of the region’s waters.

The official reported nearly 90 Chinese navy and coast
guard ships near Taiwan, the southern Japanese
islands, and in the East and South China Seas, with
about two-thirds being naval vessels. In response,
Taiwan’s military activated "combat readiness
exercises" at strategic locations.

China, which claims Taiwan as its own territory, had
been expected to launch these exercises in response
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to Taiwanese President Lai Ching-te's recent trip to the
Pacific (see article in this edition), which included
stopovers in Hawaii and the U.S. territory of Guam.

Beijing established seven "temporary reserved areas"
of airspace to the east of its eastern Fujian and
Zhejiang provinces (see article in this edition). These
zones are allocated for a particular user during a
specific period, though other flights can pass through
with permission under international rules.

The Notice to Air Mission issued by China listed
coordinates for these seven areas, two of which face
Taiwan off China's Fujian province but are closer to the
Chinese coast. The remaining zones are located along
the Zhejiang coastline and into the East China Sea, off
Shanghai. China did not immediately announce any
specific weapons test or military zones, though in
August 2022, it fired missiles into waters around
Taiwan during military exercises to protest a visit to
Taipei by then-U.S. House Speaker Nancy Pelosi.

The U.S. State Department expressed concern over
China’'s military activities near Taiwan, stating that it
was closely monitoring the situation. A spokesperson
emphasized the importance of China acting with
restraint to avoid actions that could undermine peace
and stability across the Taiwan Strait and the broader
region. The spokesperson reiterated that President
Lai's routine transit should not be used as a pretext for
military pressure.

A Taiwan official, speaking on condition of anonymity,
noted that China's current deployment was larger than
the previous two major drills around Taiwan this year.
The official described this as an effort to target the
entire island chain - from Japan through Taiwan, the
Philippines, and on to Borneo - enclosing the seas
around China'’s coast, which aims to achieve total
military intimidation and control of the inner part of
the island chain. [Reuters] [France 24]

Upcoming 15th Taipei-Shanghai Twin-City
Forum sparks controversy in Taiwan

(sk) The 15th Taipei-Shanghai Twin-City Forum is
scheduled to take place in Taipei on December 17, with
the theme of “smart governance, sustainable future.”
Shanghai Vice Mayor Hua Yuan, accompanied by
around a hundred delegates from Shanghai, will meet
with Taipei Mayor Chiang Wan-an from Taiwan's main
opposition party, the Kuomintang (KMT). While the
forum aims to foster practical exchanges in areas such
as transportation and cultural preservation, critics
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argue that its political implications overshadow its
potential benefits. [Focus Taiwan]

Cai Shi-ming, the Vice President of the Shanghai Taipei
Investors Association, commended the efforts to
overcome challenges and obstacles in organizing this
forum, noting that it may be the only remaining local
exchange between Taiwan and China. According to
reports from China’s China Central Television, the
forum will also promote peaceful relations between
China and Taiwan, which would be beneficial for both
cities and cross-strait relations. [CNA 1, in Chinese]

However, ruling Democratic Progressive Party (DPP)
councilor in the Taipei City Council, Yen Juo-fang,
remains skeptical of the forum, viewing it as a tool for
promoting reunification by China and downgrading
Taipei's representation due to the unequal level of
representation between the vice mayor and the mayor.
[CNA 2]

Since 2010, Taipei and Shanghai have continued to
organize this forum, with 45 signed memorandums of
cooperation. In this 15th forum, memorandums of
cooperation on "smart medical care" and zoo animal
exchanges will be signed to enhance exchanges.
[Taiwan's Taipei City Government]

Taiwanese president Lai Ching-te
strengthens diplomatic ties during Pacific
tour

(am) In a bid to reinforce Taiwan's position as a key
partner in the Indo-Pacific, President Lai Ching-te
embarked on a week-long tour from November 30 to
December 6, visiting three of Taiwan'’s Pacific allies -
the Marshall Islands, Tuvalu, and Palau - with
stopovers in Hawaii and the U.S. territory of Guam.
[Taipei Times]

Marshall Islands

On the Marshall Islands Lai announced that Taiwan a
preferential loan to Air Marshall Islands, enabling the
purchase of new aircraft to improve local air services.
He also reaffirmed Taiwan's commitment to supporting
the Marshall Islands through various cooperative
projects, including horticulture and animal husbandry
training programs. He highlighted Taiwan’s ongoing aid
efforts, such as infrastructure projects including a
newly inaugurated medical facility, which symbolize
the strong friendship between the two nations.
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Additionally, Lai proposed an increase in funding for
the "ROC (Taiwan)-RMI Presidents' Scholarship"
program, which would raise its total to USD 1.5 million.
He also attended a ribbon-cutting ceremony for the
Majuro Hospital Al and Telemedicine Center,
emphasizing its importance for local healthcare. [Focus
Taiwan] [NBC News]

Tuvalu

In Tuvalu Lai expressed his hope expand bilateral
cooperation to more areas to further deepen the
diplomatic partnership between Taiwan and the Pacific
Island nation.

Lai and Prime Minister Feleti Teo signed a joint
communique in which the two sides agreed to
"reassess the ongoing bilateral cooperation projects, in
order to establish a more durable, lasting and mutually
beneficial diplomatic relations." [Channel News Asia]
[VoA]

Palau

In Palau Lai reaffirmed in a meeting with President
Surangel S. Whipps Jr. Taiwan's commitment to
expanding bilateral cooperation to benefit the people
of both sides. Whipps, for his part, expressed
appreciation to the Taiwanese government for
supporting his country’'s development in agriculture,
aquaculture and fisheries, as well as projects in
education, infrastructure, medical care and tourism.
He expressed his hope both sides will continue
working together to explore more diverse and
innovative approaches to drive mutual economic
growth. [Taiwan Today]

In his address in Palau’s parliament Lai revealed a new
aid project that would support the Palauan legislature
in improving its audiovisual and cybersecurity
equipment and installing an electronic voting system.
[Focus Taiwan]

Guam

During his stopover in Guam, Lai held phone calls with
U.S. congressional leaders. He posted on X that he had
spoken with Republican House Speaker Mike Johnson
and House Democratic Leader Hakeem Jeffries to
discuss security and economic cooperation. He also
spoke with U.S. Senator Roger Wicker, the top
Republican on the Senate Armed Services Committee.
Lai also met with the governor and addressed the
legislature, highlighting the shared values and strategic
importance of Taiwan and Guam in the Indo-Pacific.
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Lai's talks with both Republican and Democratic
leaders appeared to underscore the bipartisan support
for Taiwan in the U.S. Congress. [AP_ News]

Haiwaii

During his visit in Hawaii, Lai spoke with former U.S.
House Speaker Nancy Pelosi, whose 2022 visit to
Taiwan provoked a major Chinese military response,
including drills around the island and the suspension
of defense talks with the U.S.

The conversation also touched on economic
cooperation, particularly the issue of avoiding double
taxation between Taiwan and the United States.
Resolving this matter has been a key concern for
Taiwan as it seeks to deepen trade and investment ties
with the U.S. Pelosi assured Lai of bipartisan backing in
Congress to address this issue, underscoring the
importance of fostering stronger economic
collaboration (see AiR No. 49, December/2024, 1).

US military personnel spotted leading
joint exercises with Taiwanese forces

(am) US military personnel were observed conducting
joint exercises with Taiwan's Marine Corps and Coast
Guard Administration (CGA) Special Task Unit last week
in Kaohsiung Harbor, marking continued collaboration
between the two nations amid heightened regional
tensions. [Taiwan News]

According to reports by United Daily News (UDN), the
exercises included boarding drills utilizing M109
assault boats and M96 fast boats. US trainers,
described as wearing “Coast Guard special forces
uniforms,” were seen aboard the vessels for two
consecutive days, guiding CGA sailors and Marine
Corps Special Service Company members.

In a notable sighting, military enthusiasts reported
observing over a dozen heavily armed Marine Corps
special forces members equipped with night vision
goggles boarding an M96 fast boat. Photos captured
US personnel in civilian clothing providing instructions
from the boat's bow. [UDN]

These exercises are part of an ongoing training
relationship between Taiwan and the United States.
The US Coast Guard sends training teams annually to
assist the CGA, while US Marine Corps personnel have
supported training efforts for Taiwan's Marine Corps
since the introduction of the locally developed M109
assault boat in 2021. Past training missions have
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included participation by the US Marine Corps Marine
Raiders, elite units specializing in coastal
reconnaissance and assault missions.

When asked for comment, the CGA described the
activities as routine special forces training but
refrained from disclosing further details.

Defence analyst Su Tzu-yun, Director of the Institute
for National Defence and Security Research, told TVBS
that the presence of US military advisers in Taiwan is
set to increase from 30 to over 200 personnel, aligning
with the 2024 National Defence Authorization Act. He
noted that this expanded cooperation would also see
more Taiwanese troops sent to US military bases for
specialized training. [TVBS]

Taiwan, US deepen trade relations

(dqgl) The first agreement under the Taiwan-U.S.
Initiative on 21st-Century Trade officially took effect on
December 10, marking a "significant milestone" in
bilateral trade relations, according to Taiwan's Office of
Trade Negotiations.

The agreement focuses on customs administration,
trade facilitation, regulatory practices, rules for
domestic service industries, anti-corruption measures,
and support for small- and medium-sized enterprises.

Taiwan and the United States will continue discussing
implementation details and addressing any concerns
through committees on trade facilitation and good
regulatory practices, as well as a liaison mechanism for
SMEs to facilitate communication and coordination.

Launched on June 1, 2022, the Taiwan-U.S. Initiative on
21st-Century Trade is a bilateral framework aimed at
enhancing trade relations between Taiwan and the
United States through comprehensive agreements
covering various economic and regulatory areas (see
AiR No. 23, June/2022, 1).

Taiwan and Canada sign mutual
recognition agreement to boost bilateral
trade

(am) Taiwan and Canada have signed a mutual
recognition arrangement on authorized economic
operators (AEOs) to enhance trade facilitation and
strengthen economic ties, the Customs Administration
announced on December 7.
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The agreement was signed by Taiwan's Representative
to Canada Harry Tseng and Canadian Trade Office in
Taipei Executive Director Jim Nickel during the Canada-
Taiwan Economic Consultations in Taipei. The pact is
hailed as a significant milestone in customs
cooperation between the two nations.

Authorized economic operators, as defined by the
World Customs Organization (WCO), are entities
involved in the international movement of goods that
meet established supply chain security standards. The
new arrangement allows certified Taiwanese and
Canadian exporters with AEO status to benefit from
expedited customs clearance processes at their
respective borders.

Taiwan is Canada's sixth-largest trading partner in Asia,
with the average annual trade value between the two
countries exceeding USDV5 billion over the past three
years. The new AEO agreement is expected to provide
significant economic benefits by reducing costs and
streamlining supply chains for businesses in both
nations.

Taiwan has established similar AEO arrangements with
several other nations, including the United States,
South Korea, Singapore, Australia, Japan, Israel, India,
New Zealand, and Guatemala. [Taipei Times]

Uncertainty surrounds release of Thai
fishermen detained in Myanmar after
November 30 naval incident

(bk/Im) Four Thai crew members remain detained in
Myanmar following a November 30 confrontation off
the coast of Ranong, Thailand.

The incident involved a gun attack by a Myanmar naval
vessel on a fleet of 15 Thai fishing boats near Koh
Phayam, resulting in the seizure of the Sor Charoenchai
8 and the detention of 31 crew members—four Thais
and 27 Myanmar nationals. One Thai crew member
was killed in the attack, which has prompted significant
backlash from Thai authorities [see AiR No. 49,
December/2024, 1].

Thai officials, including the Defense Ministry and Navy,
have accused Myanmar of excessive force and failure
to adhere to proper engagement protocols. They
contend that if Myanmar suspected the fishing vessels
were in its territorial waters, it should have fired
warning shots. However, inspections of vessels that
escaped the attack revealed bullet holes in captain’s
cabins, raising doubts about whether any warnings
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were issued. The Thai Foreign Ministry has summoned
Myanmar's ambassador to explain the incident and
urged Myanmar to reconsider its actions.

Myanmar authorities initially agreed to release the four
detained Thai crew members on December 6 but later
retracted the decision, citing procedural requirements.
The release now depends on approval from Myanmar's
central government in Nay Pyi Taw. Local authorities in
Kawthaung have stated that they are awaiting orders
from their superiors, leaving the timeline for the crew's
release uncertain. [Bangkok Post 1] [Thai PBS World]

Thai authorities, including the Thai-Myanmar Township
Border Committee and the Ministry of Foreign Affairs,
have intensified diplomatic efforts. Defense Minister
Phumtham Wechayachai has confirmed ongoing
negotiations, while Thai officials have formally
requested access to the detainees and updates on
their legal status.

Myanmar authorities have also confiscated the Sor
Charoenchai 8, suspecting it of illegal fishing in
Myanmar’s waters. While some reports have linked the
vessel to the Red Wa group—a faction of the United
Wa State Army (UWSA)—Thai officials have dismissed
these claims, stating that Myanmar's investigation has
thus far identified the boat as a fishing vessel.

The incident has strained relations between the
neighboring countries, with Thailand calling for
transparency and proportionality in Myanmar's
maritime enforcement. Thai officials have warned that
prolonged delays and lack of resolution could
exacerbate tensions and harm bilateral ties. [Bangkok
Post 2] [Bangkok Post 3]

Myanmar-Thailand tensions and denials
over UWSA border issues

(msz) Concerns regarding the United Wa State Army
(UWSA), one of the most powerful and influential
ethnic militias in Myanmar, and its presence near the
Thai border have intensified in both Thai government
and security circles.

The House committee on national security, border
affairs, national strategy, and national reform has
scheduled a session for December 13 to address these
growing concerns. Committee chair Rangsiman Rome,
who is also the main opposition People’s Party deputy
leader, raised alarms about the potential for escalating
tensions due to the UWSA's activities in Myanmar's Wa
State, particularly in light of the ongoing conflict with
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Myanmar's military junta. Rangsiman warned that the
situation could displace over 2 million people, which
would pose significant refugee management
challenges for Thailand, whose capacity to
accommodate refugees is limited to around 100,000
people. He also emphasized that rejecting refugees
could severely damage Thailand's international
standing, especially as a member of the United Nations
Human Rights Council.

The committee may also call Interior Minister Anutin
Charnvirakul to testify about links between illicit cross-
border operations and certain companies, financial
transactions, and mule accounts. These operations,
according to Rangsiman, may be fueling the drug
trade, which has worsened Thailand's domestic drug
problems. The concerns have been compounded by
reports of UWSA bases encroaching on Thai territory in
Mae Hong Son province. Despite these claims, the Thai
military has denied the reports, maintaining that
relations between Thailand and the UWSA remain
amicable. [Bangkok Post 1]

The UWSA, however, has publicly denied any
confrontation or hostile intentions toward Thailand. In
a statement issued on December 8, the UWSA refuted
the rumors of tensions along the border in Mae Hong
Son province, calling them false reports intended to
stir conflict. The UWSA stressed that it has never
declared Thailand as an enemy and has no intentions
of going to war. The statement condemned the
spreading of such rumors as attempts to create global
unrest and reaffirmed the Wa State’s commitment to
peace.

In response to media reports suggesting that Thailand
had plans to attack Wa State, the UWSA emphasized
that these were fabricated claims designed to provoke
instability. Both the UWSA and the Thai military have
repeatedly stated that the border situation remains
normal and there is no confirmation of any violent
incidents.

However, despite these reassurances, the Thai Ministry
of Defence has reportedly ordered military
preparations, especially following discussions in Chiang
Mai with key leaders, where a request was made for
the UWSA to vacate certain areas by December 18.
[Bangkok Post 2] [The Nation]

Thai nationals detained as Malaysia
enforces ban on illegal border crossings
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(hrs) Malaysian police have arrested two Malaysians
and two Thai nationals in the first arrests under
Malaysia's new enforcement of border crossing laws.
The four men were detained on December 8 for
attempting to illegally cross the Golok River from
Kelantan state into Narathiwat province.

This action follows Malaysia's enforcement of a ban on
its citizens using illegal crossings into Thailand, which
began on December 1. The new measures are part of a
broader campaign targeting smuggling and other
cross-border crimes. While Malaysia initially planned to
deploy a special police force at the Kelantan-Sungai
Kolok border on December 1, the deployment has
been postponed to January 1, 2025. [Bangkok Post]

Thailand encourages citizens working
illegally in South Korea to join amnesty
program

(acs) The Thai embassy in Seoul has urged
undocumented Thai workers in South Korea to report
to immigration authorities under a voluntary return
program running until January 31, 2025. Participants
will be exempted from fines and other penalties for
overstaying.

According to South Korea's Ministry of Justice, Thai
nationals make up over 35 percent of undocumented
foreign residents in the country, with 145,810 illegal
workers reported as of May. This number significantly
surpasses other groups, including workers from
Vietnam, China, and the Philippines. [Bangkok Post]

Thailand, Canada partner for low-carbon
Saraburi Sandbox pilot project

(hrs) The Thai Cement Manufacturers Association
(TCMA), in collaboration with the Thai and Canadian
governments, UNIDO, and the Global Cement and
Concrete Association (GCCA), has launched the
Saraburi Sandbox, a groundbreaking low-carbon pilot
project. This initiative, supported by funding from
Environment and Climate Change Canada (ECCC), aims
to position Thailand's largest cement production hub
as a regional model for carbon emission reduction.

Dr. Chana Poomee, TCMA Chairman, highlighted the
significant economic role of Thailand’'s cement
industry, which contributes 7.7 percent to GDP, and its
goal of achieving Net Zero emissions by 2050. The
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Saraburi Sandbox promotes public-private-people
partnerships to advance green technologies and align
with Thailand’s Nationally Determined Contributions
(NDC) roadmap. [Bangkok Post]

Thailand eyes direct flights to US as
aviation safety rating set to improve

(bk) The Tourism Authority of Thailand (TAT) is pushing
for direct flights between Thailand and the United
States as the US Federal Aviation Administration (FAA)
is expected to upgrade Thailand's aviation safety rating
to Category 1. This would allow expanded operations
between the two countries.

Thai Airways, which halted direct US flights in 2015, is
unlikely to resume the routes soon due to financial
priorities. However, TAT is in talks with airlines like
Delta, United, and EVA Air to explore options for direct
routes.

With 1 million US visitors projected in 2024 and over
1.1 million in 2025, the US market remains a priority
due to longer stays and higher spending. To support
this, TAT plans to open a Chicago office targeting
Midwest travelers and parts of Canada. [Bangkok Post]

Third Thailand-Italy Political
Consultations focus on strengthening
bilateral ties

(hrs) On December 2, the third Thailand-Italy Political
Consultations were co-chaired by Eksiri Pintaruchi,
Permanent Secretary for Foreign Affairs of Thailand,
and Riccardo Guariglia, Secretary General of the Italian
Ministry of Foreign Affairs. Also present were
Krongkanit Rakcharoen, Director-General of the
Department of European Affairs, and Paolo Dionisi,
Ambassador of Italy to Thailand.

The talks aimed to strengthen cooperation in areas
such as political affairs, economic relations, defence,
trade, food and agriculture, science, technology,
education, culture, and tourism. They also discussed
regional issues, including the Thai-EU Free Trade
Agreement (FTA) negotiations and ASEAN-Italy
relations. Italy expressed support for the FTA and
discussed key global issues, including developments in
Europe and the Middle East.
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Additionally, new direct flight routes between Thailand
and Italy were announced. [MFA Thailand]

Thailand, Sweden to forge closer security
ties

(msz) During a December 6 meeting with Swedish
Ambassador Anna Hammargren, Thai Defense Minister
Phumtham Wechayachai emphasized the need for
deeper bilateral collaboration in key security areas,
including cybersecurity, defense industry development,
and regional security information exchange.

Phumtham highlighted opportunities to integrate
advanced technologies like Al into military operations
and underscored the alignment of Sweden'’s Gripen
fighter jets with Thailand's defense systems, budget,
and modernization goals.

Both sides expressed a shared interest in fostering
cost-effective and technologically advanced defense
strategies. [The Nation]

Thailand hails FTA talks with United
Kingdom

(msz) Thailand and the United Kingdom are in
discussions to expand their trade and investment
relations through a potential free trade agreement
(FTA). The talks were highlighted during a meeting on
December 4 between Commerce Minister Pichai
Naripthaphan and British Ambassador to Thailand
Mark Gooding. Both sides emphasized the importance
of deepening economic cooperation, particularly
through the Joint Economic and Trade Committee
(JETCO), which facilitates smoother trade and
investment processes under the Enhanced Trade
Partnership.

The second JETCO meeting is planned for next year,
coinciding with the 170th anniversary of diplomatic ties
between the two nations. The FTA negotiations are
expected to boost trade and investment growth, with
both the Thai and UK business sectors expressing
strong support for the initiative. Key sectors discussed
include agriculture, food and beverages, and tourism,
with Thailand’s ministry ready to support industries
such as electronics, pharmaceuticals, and medical
devices.

Thailand's trade with the UK reached USD 5.5 billion
from January to October 2024, with Thai exports
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valued at USD 3.45 billion, including processed chicken,
machinery, gems, motorcycles, and automobiles. The
UK is Thailand’s 22nd largest global trade partner and
fourth in Europe. Thailand also expressed gratitude for
the UK's support of its bid for membership in the
Organisation for Economic Co-operation and
Development (OECD). [Bangkok Post]

Timor-Leste court reaffirms extradition of
former Filipino congressman Arnolfo
Teves Jr.

(mu) The Timor-Leste Court of Appeals has reaffirmed
its decision to extradite former Negros Oriental
congressman Arnolfo Teves Jr. to the Philippines,
where he faces multiple charges, including
masterminding the March 2023 assassination of
Governor Roel Degamo and nine others. This is the
second time the court has ruled in favor of the
Philippine government’s request, following a similar
decision in June 2024.

Currently in Timor-Leste under an Interpol red notice,
Teves faces charges of murder, frustrated murder, and
attempted murder. His legal battles have been
prolonged by appeals and procedural challenges. In
response to the latest ruling, Teves' legal team has
announced plans to file another appeal. [Pos Kupang,
in Indonesian] [Department of Justice, Republic of the
Philippines] [CDN] [Philippine News]

The Philippines’ Department of Justice (DOJ) welcomed
the court's decision, praising its alignment with both
international and Philippine laws and expressing
confidence in its finality. [Manila Standard]

British firm advances plans for offshore
gas drilling off Timor-Leste

(Im) United Kingdom-based Sunda Energy has taken a
significant step toward its appraisal drilling campaign
at the Chuditch gas field off Timor-Leste by signing a
non-binding letter of intent (LOI) with an undisclosed
drilling contractor. The agreement outlines commercial
negotiations for securing a jack-up rig, which is
expected to commence operations in Q2 2025 after
completing other regional activities.

This LOI enables Sunda Energy to seek regulatory
approvals from Timor-Leste's Autoridade Nacional do
Petréleo (ANP), including preparing a drilling safety
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case and other required documentation. The Chuditch-
2 well is part of the Chuditch production sharing
contract, with SundaGas Banda Unipessoal, a
subsidiary of Sunda Energy, managing the project.
[Offshore Energy]

Vietnam’s Deputy Prime Minister meets
Chinese Vice President to strengthen ties

(Im) Vietnamese Deputy Prime Minister and Foreign
Minister Bui Thanh Son met with Chinese Vice
President Han Zheng in Beijing on December 10. The
meeting emphasized the importance of enhancing
Vietnam-China relations, as 2025 marks the 75th
anniversary of diplomatic ties and the China-Vietnam
Year of People-to-People Exchanges.

Han Zheng highlighted the need to follow the
consensus set by the nations' top leaders, maintain
strategic communication, and strengthen practical
cooperation. He called for building a China-Vietnam
community with a shared future to benefit both
peoples.

Bui Thanh Son reaffirmed Vietnam’s commitment to a
long-term partnership with China, emphasizing the
importance of consolidating political trust, deepening
pragmatic cooperation, and upholding the one-China
policy. Both leaders expressed their intent to promote
the strategic significance of their bilateral relationship.
[Xinhua]

Japan, Vietnam strengthen ties through
high-level visit and strategic cooperation

(Im/hn) Vietnam's ational Assembly Chairman Tran
Thanh Man concluded an official visit to Japan on
December 7. During his trip, Man met with Emperor
Naruhito, Prime Minister Ishiba Shigeru, and key
Japanese parliamentary leaders. A cooperation
agreement between the Vietnamese National
Assembly and Japan's House of Councillors was signed,
paving the way for deeper collaboration.

The visit highlighted achievements in economic, trade,
labor, and cultural relations. Both nations agreed to
enhance parliamentary exchanges, support business
cooperation, and strengthen institutional frameworks.
Man also engaged with Vietnamese expatriates and
witnessed agreements between Vietnamese and
Japanese localities and businesses.
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The visit celebrated milestones like the 30th
anniversary of the Vietnam-Japan direct flight route
and reinforced Vietnam'’s commitment to its
Comprehensive Strategic Partnership with Japan,
emphasizing peace and prosperity in Asia and beyond.
[Viet Nam News]

Before visiting Japan, Man traveled to Singapore,
where discussions centered on advancing the Vietnam-
Singapore Strategic Partnership. Leaders emphasized
the success of Vietnam-Singapore Industrial Parks
(VSIPs) and laid plans for next-generation sustainable
VSIPs, alongside collaboration in green finance,
semiconductors, and digital transformation. [AiR No.
49, December/2024, 1]

38 Vietnamese tourists reported missing
in South Korea'’s Jeju island

(hn) Thirty-eight Vietnamese tourists have been
reported missing in Jeju, South Korea, after failing to
board their scheduled flight back to Vietnam on
November 17. The tourists were part of a group of 90
who arrived from Nha Trang under South Korea's visa
waiver program, which allows a 30-day stay on Jeju
Island without a visa but restricts travel to the
mainland.

South Korean authorities suspect the tourists may
have intended to stay in the country illegally. Jeju’s
immigration office is analyzing CCTV footage to locate
the missing individuals and plans to deploy a
specialized "visa-free fugitive arrest team." If the
tourists do not leave by December 14, they will be
classified as illegal residents.

This incident echoes similar cases, such as in 2022
when 55 Thai tourists disappeared on Jeju, allegedly to
take illegal jobs elsewhere in South Korea. The
recurring nature of such events has raised concerns
over the misuse of Jeju’s visa-free program. [The Straits
Times]

Vietnam, Switzerland chart course for
sustainable collaboration

(cc) Vietnam and Switzerland reaffirmed their
commitment to a robust partnership at the Swiss-
Vietnam Economic Forum (SVEF) in Geneva on
December 4. With over 300 delegates, the forum
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highlighted opportunities for deeper collaboration in
manufacturing, clean technology, and energy.

Vietnamese Minister Nguyen Hong Dien noted bilateral
trade reached nearly USD 8 billion in 2023,
emphasizing further potential for growth. Swiss
counterparts echoed this optimism, citing the
Comprehensive and Progressive Agreement for Trans-
Pacific Partnership (CPTPP) and Indo-Pacific Strategy as
frameworks to enhance supply chain connections.

The forum featured discussions on investment
opportunities, clean technology, and energy
collaboration, alongside a business-to-business session
fostering partnerships between Vietnamese and Swiss
enterprises. [Vietnam Plus]

Announcements

Upcoming Online Events

11 December 2024 @ 9:00 - 10:00 a.m. (GMT-5),
Brookings, USA

Relations with Turkey under Trump 2.0
This webinar will explore the prospects of resetting the
relationship between the U.S. and Turkey as Donald

Trump returns to the White House. For more
information, see [Brookings].

11 December 2024 @ 8:30 a.m. - 5:30 p.m. (GMT-5),
Atlantic Council, USA

The future of US counterterrorism policy
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This full-day hybrid conference will analyze the current
and emerging terrorism challenges facing the United
States and its allies as - more than twenty-three years
after 9/11 - terrorist actors continue to proliferate and
evolve, threatening the United States and its allies
across the world. For more information, visit [Atlantic
Council].

11 December 2024 @ 12:30 - 2:00 p.m. (GMT-5),
Wilson Center, USA

Bridging Digital and Democratic Spaces:
Social Media’s Role in Electoral
Engagement and Peacebuilding in Uganda

This hybrid event will explore the role of social media
in electoral engagement and peacebuilding in Uganda,
where freedom of speech, assembly, and expression
often face significant constraints. For more
information, visit [Wilson Center].

12 December 2024 @ 3:00 - 4:00 p.m. (GMT-5),
Carnegie Endowment for International Peace, USA

“To Prevent War, NATO Must Dial Up Its
Defenses”: A Conversation with NATO
Secretary General Mark Rutte

At this hybrid event NATO Secretary General Mark
Rutte will shar insights into NATO's strategic priorities
for the coming years and will outline his vision for
strengthening collective defense, reinforcing
transatlantic cooperation, and tackling pressing
security challenges, from Russia’s war on Ukraine to
new domains and emerging unconventional threats.
For more information, see [Carnegie Endowment for

International Peace].

12 December 2024 @ 10:00 - 11:00 a.m. (GMT-5),
Brookings, USA

The future of election reform

At this online panel experts will analyze the 2024 U.S.
presidential election and discuss the lessons to be
learned for future efforts at election reform. For more
information, see [Brookings].
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12 December 2024 @ 9:30 - 10:15 a.m. (GMT-5),
Center for Strategic and International Studies
(CSIS), USA

What Happened in South Korea? The
Capital Cable #102

This webcast will discuss the martial law declaration by
South Korean President Yoon Suk-yeol, addressing the
following questions: Why was martial law declared in
South Korea on December 3? What happens next for
President Yoon Suk-yeol as he faces impeachment?
What does this mean for South Korea and its relations
with the U.S., China, Japan and the world? For more
information, see [CSIS].

12 December 2024 @ 12:00 - 1:00 p.m. (GMT-5),
Center for Strategic and International Studies
(CSIS), USA

The DRC's Path to Peace and Regional
Integration

At this webcast Thérése Kayikwamba Wagner, Foreign
Minister of the Democratic Republic of the Congo
(DRC), will explore the ongoing conflict in eastern DRC,
prospects for regional peace, and the DRC's economic
and geopolitical integration since joining the East
African Community. For more information, see [CSIS].

12 December 2024 @ 4:00 - 5:00 p.m. (GMT-5),
Center for Strategic and International Studies
(CSIS), USA

Threat Multiplier: Climate, Military
Leadership, and the Fight for Global
Security

This webcast features Threat Multiplier: Climate, Military
Leadership, and the Fight for Global Security of former
U.S. Deputy Undersecretary of Defense for
Environmental Security Sherri Goodman, shedding
light on the intersection of climate change and national
security and addressing the question of why the
Department of Defense now considers climate change
in war games, disaster relief planning, international
diplomacy, and even the design of its own bases. For
more information, see [CSIS].
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12 December 2024 @ 5:00 - 6:00 p. m. (GMT+1),
Chatham House, UK

The future of the African Union

This hybrid event features Rt Hon Raila Odinga EGH,
former Prime Minister of the Republic of Kenya and
candidate for African Union (AU) Commission
Chairperson, who will discuss the AU and his vision for
the organization’s future. For more information, visit
[Chatham Housel].

12 December 2024 @ 1:00 - 2:00 p.m. (GMT+2),
Bruegel, Belgium

Geopolitics, trade blocs, and the
fragmentation of world commerce

This hybrid event will discuss the challenges facing the
global economic order established after World War I,
with growing social divides and geopolitical rivalries
eroding political support for open trade and leading to
the fragmentation of world trade into blocs favoring
domestic producers or allied nations. For more
information, see [Bruegel].

12 December 2024 @ 10:00 - 11:30 a.m. (GMT +8),
ISEAS - Yusof Ishak Institute, Singapore

Indonesia’s Regional Elections - Cartels
and Coalitions, Patronage and
Polarisation at the Local Level

This webinar will explore political cartels, party
coalition machines, and electoral competition against
the backdrop of the results from Indonesia’s
November 2024 simultaneous local elections. It will
also look at “dynasticism” in local politics in North
Sumatra, specifically at patronage and polarization in
the province's 2024 gubernatorial election. How will
these local dynamics affect national politics in the
coming years? For more information, visit [ISEAS].

12 December 2024 @ 9:30 - 10:30 a.m. (GMT-5), Asia
Society (New York), USA

Trump'’s Second Act: What It Means for
Asia and Pakistan
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This webinar will explore critical questions on Donald
Trump's re-election, including how intensified U.S.-
China competition may shape relations with U.S. allies
and partners in Asia, what Trump's team and policies
reveal about future U.S. priorities in the region, and
the strategic options available for South Asia -
particularly Pakistan, as it seeks to enhance
collaboration and rework ties. For more information,
see [Asia Society].

13 December 2024 @ 9:30 - 10:30 a.m. (GMT-5),
Center for Strategic and International Studies
(CSIS), USA

Global Conflicts to Watch in 2025:
Escalating Humanitarian Needs

This webcast will discuss the landscape of
humanitarian need, particularly in conflict settings, in
2024 and look forward to which areas need attention
in 2025. For more information, see [CSIS].

13 December 2024 @ 10:00 - 11:15 a.m. (GMT +8),
ISEAS - Yusof Ishak Institute, Singapore

Fiscal Decentralization in Indonesia:
Historical Context, Milestone, and Way
Forward

This online talk will offer an in-depth analysis of
Indonesia’s fiscal decentralization, highlighting key
achievements, current challenges and future strategies
to ensure sustained progress. For more information,
visit [ISEAS].

16 December 2024 @ 10:00 - 11:00 a.m., (GMT-4),
Middle East Institute, USA

North Africa's Renewable Energy
Landscape: A Comparative Analysis

This webinar will examine the current state of
renewable energy initiatives across North Africa,
addressing the following questions: What obstacles do
North African countries face in their path to a
renewable energy transition? What practical policies
could help mitigate these challenges and accelerate
renewable energy adoption? How would increasing
North African renewable energy exports reshape wider
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regional and global geopolitical dynamics? For more
information, visit [Middle East Institute].

16 December 2024 @ 1:00 p.m. (GMT -5), Atlantic
Council, USA

Innovative climate finance in 2025:
Evaluating guarantee mechanisms

This streamed expert conversation will address the
critical role of financial guarantees in scaling private
investment in emerging markets and developing
economies (EMDEs) in 2025 and beyond. For more
information, visit [Atlantic Council].

Recent Book Releases

Kevin Rudd, On Xi Jinping: How Xi's Marxist
Nationalism is Shaping China and the World, Oxford
University Press, 624 pages, published October 15,
2024. For a review, see [Australian Institute of
International Affairs].

Kazushi Minami, People’s Diplomacy: How Americans
and Chinese Transformed US-China Relations during
the Cold War, Cornell University Press, 270 pages,
published March 15, 2024. For a review, see [China
Books Review]

Jonathan Chatwin, The Southern Tour: Deng Xiaoping
and the Fight for China's Future, Bloomsbury
Academic, 200 pages, published May 16, 2024. For a
review, see [China Books Review].

Nishant Upadhyay, Indians on Indian Lands:
Intersections of Race, Caste, and Indigeneity,
University of Illinois Press, 256 pages, published
October 8, 2024. For a review, see [Asian Review of
Books]

Juan José Rivas Moreno, The Capital Market of
Manila and the Pacific Trade, 1668-1838: Institutions
and Trade During the First Globalization, Palgrave
MacMillan, 296 pages, published October 20, 2024. For
a review, see [Asian Review of Books].

Aiko Holvikivi, Fixing Gender: The Paradoxical Politics
of Training Peacekeepers, Oxford University Press, 216
pages, published July 24, 2024. For a review, see [LSE].

Dinsha Mistree, Sumit Ganguly, and Larry Diamond
(eds.), The Troubling State of India's Democracy,
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University of Michigan Press, 393 pages, published
August 6, 2024. For a review, see [LSE].

Angela Merkel, Freedom: Memoirs 1954 - 2021, St.
Martin's Press, 720 pages, published November 26,
2024. For a review, see [The New Statesman].

Calls

Washington and Lee University School of Law's
Frances Lewis Law Center and the Oxford
University Centre for Corporate Reputation invites
paper proposals for the London Roundtable on
National Security & International Business, to be held
on May 19, 2025. The deadline for abstract submission
is January 31, 2025. For more information, see
[University of Oxford].

The College of Law of Michigan State University
invites paper proposals for the Democracy Works-in-
Progress Conference to be held on April 10-11, 2025.
The deadline for abstract submission is December 31,
2024. For more information, see [Michigan State
University].

Jobs and Positions

The Council of Europe is looking for an Executive
Director - Directorate General of Democracy and
Human Dignity. The deadline for application
submission is December 12, 2024. For more
information, see [Council of Europe].

The Council of Europe is looking for a Senior Project
Officer - Project: Strengthening the human rights
compliant criminal justice system in the Republic of
Moldova phase Il. The deadline for application
submission is December 12, 2024. For more
information, see [Council of Europe].

The Data Protection Commission (DPC), Ireland, is
looking for a Director of Legal. The deadline for
application submission is December 12, 2024. For
more information, see [DPC].

Enterprise Mobility is looking for an EU Sustainability
Policy Director. For more information, see [Enterprise
Mobility].

Connect Europe is looking for an European Affairs
Advisor. The deadline for application submission is
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December 15, 2024. For more information, see
[Connect Europe].

Blue Marine Foundation is looking for an EU Policy
Manager. The deadline for application submission is
December 29, 2024. For more information, see [Blue
Marine Foundation].

Future Matters is looking for a Senior Policy Manager
in Climate Protection. This job is open until filled. For
more information, see [Future Matters].

CLASP is looking for a Senior Associate. This job is
open until filled. For more information, see [CLASP].

The University of Luxembourg invites applications for
the position of Associate professor/Assistant
Professor in Al & Data Mining for Digital History. The
deadline for application submission is January 15,
2025. For more information, see [University of
Luxembourg].

The Université libre de Bruxelles (ULB) invites
applications for a full-time academic position in the
Department of political science, with a focus on
international relations and international conflict. The
deadline for application submission is December 22,
2024. For more information, see [ULB].

The University of Antwerp invites applications for the
position of Senior research professor. The deadline for
application submission is January 6, 2025. For more
information, see [University of Antwerp].

The University of Antwerp invites applications for the
position of Teaching & research assistant in the field
of politics and/or conflict around natural resources.
The deadline for application submission is January 13,
2025. For more information, see [University of
Antwerp].

Leiden University invites applications for the position
of Post-doctoral researcher in empirical approaches to
rule of law. The deadline for application submission is
December 31, 2024. For more information, see [Leiden
University].

The University of California, San Diego, invites
applications for the position of Assistant Professor:
Modern European History. The position is open until
filled. For more information, see [University of
California, San Diego].

The American University of Beirut - Mediterraneo
invites applications for the position of Assistant
Professor in Philosophy, Politics, and Economics. The
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deadline for application submission is January 1, 2025.
For more information, see [American University of
Beirut].

The American University of Beirut - Mediterraneo
invites applications for the position of Assistant
Professor in Global Studies and Liberal Arts. The
deadline for application submission is January 1, 2025.
For more information, see [American University of
Beirut].

Team:

Ally Koh (alk), Alexandre Cayrouse (axc), Alperen
Cennetkusu (acs), Anna Chong (ac), Aung Naing Lin (anl),
Axel Melkonian (am), Aye Moe Pwint Phyu, Ayesha Abrar
(asa), Busawan Kachonnarongvanish (bk), Chow Song
Chee (cc), Duc Quang Ly (dql), Fang Ching Liu (fcl), Felix
Serna Calvo (fs), Fitri Aulia Ikhsani (fi), Geo Dzakwan
Arshali (ga), Gowthami Kunchihithlu (gk), Henning Glaser
(hg), Herosha Shanmugam (hrs), Hoa Khanh Ngo (hn), Ji
Fang (jf), Junaid Amjad (ja), Jyotsna Badrinarayanan (jb),
Lucas Meier (Im), Lunyka Adelina Pertiwi (Ip), Melih Colak
(mc), Mohammad Rizwan Ali (mra), Muhammad Anugrah
Utama (mu), Muhammad Farhan Yaumil Ramadhan
(mfr), Myat Sandar Zaw (msz), Oliver Cubbin (oc),
Rajeswari Vikiraman (rv), Rishi Shrivastava (rs), Robishan
Subba (rs), Sike Chan (sc), Simon Welfonder (sw), Sofiia
Lysko (sl), Stephen Kei (sk), Steven Naaman (sn), Sudiksha
Ajit Lachman (sal), Tehreem Fatima (tf), Thomas van
Oeveren (to), Thurein Lynn (tl), Tomwit Jarnson (tj), Venus
Phuangkom, Volkan Kayhan (vk), Wong Sin Yuen (wy),

Yong Qi (yq)

We would greatly appreciate your feedback! Please
send any feedback you have regarding this newsletter
to: info@cpg-online.de

Also, don't forget to Like CPG on Facebook, and
browse our website for other updates and news!
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