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Dear Readers,

Welcome to this week’s issue of the Asia in Review (AiR)
covering the latest events, developments and trends in
domestic politics, international relations and
geopolitics in East Asia, South Asia, and Southeast Asia.
| wish you an informative read.

With best regards,

Henning Glaser

Editor in Chief

Webpage: www.cpg-online.de, Facebook:
https://www.facebook.com/CPGT
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China: Protests erupt in Shaanxi after
student’s death

(Ib) Protests broke out at a vocational college in
Shaanxi province, China, following the death of a
student, identified as Dang, after a reported altercation
with a roommate. The student died on January 2 after
allegedly falling from a dormitory window following a
dispute with his roommates over noise. While the
authorities have insisted there was no foul play, his
family suspects that bullying played a role in his death,
sparking anger among the student body and local
citizens.

Large crowds gathered outside the Pucheng Vocational
Education Center, demanding answers and accusing
the school of concealing the truth. Protestors clashed
with police, and social media footage showed the
crowd rocking an ambulance that had been used to
hide the school's vice principal. Video footage of the
January 5 demonstrations quickly disappeared from
platforms like Douyin, China's version of TikTok. [Daily
Mail]
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The protests were fueled by suspicions that the college
was covering up the real cause of Dang's death, with
many accusing the authorities of failing to address
campus bullying.

Following the unrest, the school imposed strict
"stability maintenance" measures, including
restrictions on students and calls for them to stay
home during a three-day period. The notice, leaked on
social media, warned students not to engage in
protests or spread rumors online, indicative of efforts
to control the narrative and prevent further public
backlash by restricting online discussions about the
event. [Radio Free Asia]

Dang's death follows the case of Hu Xinyu, a 15-year-
old student from Jiangxi province, who disappeared
from his boarding school in October 2023. Despite
extensive searches involving thousands of people,
drones, and sniffer dogs, his body was discovered over
three months later in a woodland area just five
minutes from his school. The circumstances of his
death raised public skepticism about local authorities,
particularly given the proximity of the discovery site to
the school and the failure of earlier search efforts.
[CNN]

China: Anti-corruption campaign expands
to key sectors affecting public welfare,
state assets and scientific fraud

(Id) China is intensifying its anti-corruption efforts in
2025, targeting key sectors like finance, public welfare,
and state-owned enterprises, while cracking down on
scientific fraud in technological innovation.

Central Commission for Discipline Inspection outlines
priorities for 2025

The Central Commission for Discipline Inspection
(CCDI), China's top anti-corruption body, has pledged
to intensify its fight against corruption in 2025,
focusing on sectors such as finance, state-owned
enterprises and energy, while also targeting bribe-
payers. In a communique adopted at the fourth
plenary session of the 20th CCDI on January 8, the
CCDI outlined its priorities for the year, coinciding with
the final phase of the 14th Five-Year Plan, adopted in
2021. [CCDI, in Chinese]

The communiqué emphasized strengthening
supervision and addressing disciplinary violations that
significantly disrupt market order. It underscored the
importance of continuing to punish corruption,
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especially cases that intertwine political and economic
issues, and highlighted several key areas, including
firefighting, tobacco, medicine, universities, sports,
development zones, engineering projects, and bidding
processes. [South China Morning Post]

The CCDI also stressed the need to thoroughly
investigate and punish abuse of power, negligence and
poor decision-making that result in significant losses of
state assets. It called for greater efforts to combat
cross-border corruption and tighter oversight of
situations in which spouses, children or spouses of
officials engage in unauthorized business activities.
The communiqué also proposed the creation of a
three-year action plan to promote a culture of clean
governance, with coordinated measures to punish
bribe-payers. [China Daily]

The CCDI's pledge came shortly after Chinese President
Xi Jinping addressed the plenary session cautioning
against any relaxation in China's anti-corruption efforts
and emphasizing the significant risks it could pose to
the Communist Party’s survival. He warned that any
failure to maintain vigilance could lead to disastrous
consequences. While acknowledging progress over the
past decade, he stressed that corruption remains a
serious issue, with new cases continuing to arise (see
AR No. 1, January/2025,_1).

Courts to crack down on scientific fraud

In a separate development, Chinese courts are set to
intensify their efforts to address fraud in scientific
research, with harsh penalties for those involved in
corruption within technological innovation, according
to new guidelines issued by China’s Supreme People’s
Court (SPC) on January 6, 2025.

The guidelines emphasize the critical role of scientific
integrity and require courts across the country to take
a strong stance against fraud in areas such as testing,
development, application, and promotion of scientific
and technological advances. This includes falsifying or
altering experimental data, fabricating patents, and
outsourcing authorship of research papers. All levels of
the judiciary are instructed to prioritize cases of
corruption in science and technology, particularly
those who embezzle funds or accept bribes linked to
key national projects, core industries, major scientific
initiatives or innovation awards. Increased penalties
are recommended for offenders in these critical areas.
[China Daily]

To support the implementation of the guidelines, the
SPC has released eight landmark cases in the field of
technological innovation, covering areas such as
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biopharmaceuticals, traditional Chinese medicine,
semiconductors, algorithms, data, lithium batteries,
new energy, and the Internet. The cases address
various aspects of the legal protection of technological
advances, including intellectual property disputes
closely related to technological innovation, such as
invention patents, integrated circuit layout designs,
and trade secrets. [China Youth Daily, in Chinese]

China: Anti-Corruption campaign sees
4,000 disciplinary cases filed in 2024

(Ib) China's top anti-corruption watchdog has reported
filing more than 4,000 disciplinary cases against
officials in 2024, intensifying efforts to combat
corruption within the Communist Party of China.

Corruption poses a significant threat to the Party,
President Xi Jinping emphasized earlier this week at the
Central Commission for Discipline Inspection (CCDI)
congress. Speaking at the three-day event, Xi described
corruption as a persistent challenge that continues to
undermine Party governance and stability (see AiR No.
1.January/2025, 1).

The CCDI's annual report revealed that in 2024, it
launched cases against 73 provincial- and ministerial-
level officials and 4,348 department- and bureau-level
officials. The crackdown resulted in the punishment of
889,000 individuals, with 680,000 disciplined for
violating Party rules and 270,000 subjected to
administrative sanctions. [Reuters]

China: New Taiwan affairs offices
established in Fujian to boost greater
integration

(jf) Several counties in Fujian province have set up
dedicated Taiwan affairs offices, signaling Beijing's
intensified efforts to integrate Taiwan with mainland
China. While provincial-level Taiwan affairs offices exist
in other parts of China, establishing them at the county
level is unusual.

Part of broader institutional reforms aimed at
strengthening China’s cross-strait affairs system, the
changes would guide local governments, including
municipalities and counties, in enhancing their Taiwan
affairs offices and fulfilling their respective
responsibilities more effectively.
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Fujian's geographic closeness to Taiwan has made it a
testing ground for China’s broader strategy to integrate
the island economically, socially, and politically. Fujian's
latest initiatives aim to create a more welcoming
environment for Taiwanese individuals and businesses.
Policies include recruiting Taiwanese teachers for
vocational schools, simplifying university admissions
for Taiwanese students, and facilitating enrollment in
public schools for the children of Taiwanese workers.
Additionally, Fujian plans to foster a more business-
friendly atmosphere for Taiwanese entrepreneurs.

Declared a “model zone for integrated development”in
September 2023, Fujian has been at the forefront of
these integration efforts. Beijing's 21-point plan, issued
the same month, aims to establish shared industrial
standards, encourage social integration, and attract
more Taiwanese visitors to Fujian. The goal is to
achieve substantial progress by 2025.

In recent years, Beijing has stepped up cross-strait
integration efforts through economic and industrial
partnerships and attempts to appeal to the Taiwanese
public. At the same time, military pressure has
intensified, with frequent drills in the Taiwan Strait,
particularly since Taiwan's pro-independence leader,
William Lai Ching-te, took office in May. [South China
Morning Post]

China - Hong Kong: Jailed activist accuses
judges of complicity in police state

(Ib) Chow Hang-tung, a jailed rights lawyer and
Tiananmen massacre vigil organizer, has accused Hong
Kong's top judges of enabling a "police state" by
supporting government abuses. Speaking during an
appeal against her jail sentence for withholding
information, Chow told Chief Justice Andrew Cheung
that the courts were complicit in bolstering police
authority at the cost of the rule of law China.

Chow's comments follow the resignation of several
foreign judges from Hong Kong's highest court, citing
concerns about the erosion of the city’s rule of law.
These resignations, including those of judges from
Canada and the UK, have raised alarms about political
pressure on Hong Kong's judicial independence. [VoA]

Chow has long been an outspoken critic of the Hong
Kong government, especially for its crackdown on
dissent under national security laws, which she argues
have eroded freedoms. In earlier statements Chow
criticized Hong Kong's courts for perpetuating the
illusion of the “emperor’s new clothes,” describing
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court proceedings as a “naked parade” and “repetitive
self-humiliation,” and urging others not to be misled by
complex legal arguments.

This resembles criticism of President Xi Jinping's Covid
policies by Ren Zhigiang, former head of state-run real
estate conglomerate Huayuan Group and a Chinese
Communist Party member, in 2020, who had accused
the Communist Party of having “concealed the cause of
the outbreak” and using “propaganda to hush a
scandal”. Ren added that, studying a speech given by Xi
he “saw not an emperor standing there exhibiting his
new clothes, but a clown who was stripped naked and
insisted on continuing being emperor,” (see AIR No. 11,
March/2020, 3). Ren last later sentenced to 18 years in
prison (see AiR No. 39, September/2020, 5).

Chow, who has been incarcerated since 2021, is also
facing a potential 10-year sentence for "inciting
subversion of state power" under the National Security
Law. Chow denounced the prosecution’s legal
arguments, describing them as absurd and
unsupported by evidence. She accused the authorities
of fabricating charges to suppress dissent, declaring
that if the court sided with the national security police,
it would lose its dignity.

The case against Chow revolves around her refusal to
hand over details related to the Hong Kong Alliance in
Support of Patriotic Democratic Movements of China,
the group that organized the city's annual Tiananmen
vigil until it was banned in 2020. [Radio Free Asia]

China: Hydropower projects in Tibet face
criticism

(Ib) China's hydropower industry is increasingly
focusing on Tibet, with plans to build hundreds of
dams across the region. Tibet holds vast untapped
hydropower potential, with around 110 gigawatts of
power that could fuel the economy of China'’s
industrialized east. Recent research by the
International Campaign for Tibet (ICT) suggests that, in
addition to the 114 dams catalogued in 2013, at least
193 dams are either under construction or proposed,
affecting millions of people who may be displaced.
[International Campaign for Tibet]

While hydropower is globally touted as an
environmentally friendly energy source, it comes with
significant environmental and social costs, including
community displacement and ecosystem damage. The
Tibet region, with its glaciers and headwaters of major
Asian rivers, is ecologically sensitive. ICT's research
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indicates that up to 1.5 million people could be
displaced if all the planned dams are constructed. The
plans, however, remain mostly hidden from the public,
likely due to their controversial nature and potential to
incite environmental and geopolitical concerns.

China’s hydropower ambitions in Tibet have far-
reaching implications, including tensions with
neighboring countries like India, as some projects
involve cross-border rivers. The recent approval of the
world's largest hydropower dam in Tibet - the Medog
Dam - further elevates concerns (see AiR No. 53,
December/2024, 5). [Radio Free Asia]

China: Trade-in subsidies to expanded to
boost consumer

(Ib) In an effort to stimulate China's sluggish consumer
sector, the government has expanded its trade-in
scheme to include more home appliances. Microwave
ovens, rice cookers, dishwashers, and water purifiers
will now be eligible for subsidies under this program.
Additionally, digital goods such as smartphones,
tablets, and smartwatches priced under CNY 6,000
(USD 818) will receive a 15 percent subsidy. The
government has allocated CNY 81 billion (USD 11
billion) for these trade-ins in 2025, with expectations
for subsidies to double in size by the end of the year.
[National Development and Reform Commission,
China, in Chinese] [State Council, China]

This initiative is part of a broader push to revive the
country’s economy, which has been struggling due to a
property crisis that has undermined consumer wealth.

Last year, the government's trade-in program for cars,
appliances, and other goods generated significant
sales, including CNY 920 billion (USD 125 billion) auto
sales and CNY 240 billion (USD 32 billion) in home
appliance sales. Despite these results, the latest
announcements were met with a tepid response from
investors, as reflected in a 3.2 percent decline in
China's consumer electronics stock index. Officials
have emphasized that more funding from ultra-long
treasury bonds will be made available in 2025 to
support further equipment upgrades and the
consumer goods trade-in scheme.

Along with the appliance incentives, China’s top
leaders have committed to vigorously boosting
consumption and domestic demand this year (see AR
No. 1, January/2025, 1). Measures to stabilize the
housing market and improve employment prospects
are expected to further enhance consumer confidence.
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Economists anticipate that retail sales growth will
rebound in 2025, provided asset prices stabilize, and
the labor market improves. The government's focus
will also extend to high-tech industrial sectors,
including information technology and agriculture,
aiming to build on last year's momentum in these key
areas. [Reuters]

China: First-ever comprehensive
framework on inspections of firms issued

(Id) The General Office of the State Council of China
has released a policy document aimed at standardizing
administrative inspections of businesses to reduce
arbitrary practices and alleviate corporate burdens.

As the first comprehensive framework to regulate such
inspections, the policy seeks to balance effective
oversight with minimal disruption to law-abiding
companies. The document orders that only authorized
entities conduct inspections and calls for a review of
existing inspection items to eliminate redundancies.
[Xinhua]

By the end of June 2025, relevant departments of the
State Council are expected to establish a
comprehensive inspection system that categorizes and
standardizes practices at different levels. Existing
inspection standards will also be made public. In
addition, the document mandates the establishment of
a mechanism to facilitate inter-regional administrative
inspections, with relevant procedures to be clarified by
the end of this year. [Global Times]

Private businesses have raised concerns about the
disruptive nature of frequent administrative
inspections by local authorities, which they say hamper
operations and create opportunities for rent-seeking.

The policy document acknowledged problems such as
excessive and arbitrary inspections, as well as
campaign-style inspections and inspections conducted
under misleading labels. It called on local governments
to put an end to profit-driven inspections aimed at
generating revenue through fines to alleviate fiscal and
local debt challenges. [South China Morning Post]

The practice of targeting private business owners
through profit-driven enforcement by authorities from
other provinces - known as "offshore fishing" - has
become more prevalent as local governments in China
face mounting fiscal pressures. This involves seizing,
freezing, or transferring assets of businesses and
individuals located in other regions. In some cases,
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businesses have reported being subjected to
retroactive tax audits going back 30 years. Despite
recent regulatory guidelines aiming to curb such
practices, the lack of enforcement mechanisms and
penalties undermines their effectiveness. [Lianhe
Zaobao, in Chinese]

China: Central bank suspends bond
purchases as renminbi falls to 16-month
low

(Id) China's currency, the yuan, has dropped to a 16-
month low, trading at CNY 7.33 against the dollar on
January 8. This decline comes in response to strong
U.S. economic data and concerns over steep tariffs on
Chinese products proposed by the incoming Trump
administration. The pressure on the yuan reflects fears
that higher tariffs could force the People’s Bank of
China (PBOC) to weaken the currency further to
protect export competitiveness, especially as domestic
consumer demand remains weak. Despite maintaining
a steady fixing rate, the PBOC faces challenges as the
yuan nears the lower limit of its 2 percent trading
band. [Financial Times]

The PBOC has also suspended treasury bond
purchases, breaking a five-month trend of bond
buying. This move comes amid a global bond selloff
and signals the PBOC's intent to stabilize the yuan. The
suspension aims to align Chinese bond yields with
global trends and prevent further declines, as a
widening yield gap with the U.S. contributes to yuan
depreciation. While bond yields initially rose following
the announcement, they later settled slightly lower.
The yuan also showed a modest recovery but remains
at a 16-month low. [Reuters]

The PBOC cited a shortage of bonds as the reason for
halting purchases and indicated that it would resume
purchases when market conditions are favorable.
[PBOC, in Chinese]

The policy shift underscores the central bank's
balancing act of loosening monetary policy to spur
economic growth while limiting the risk of a bond
market bubble caused by excessive demand for safe
assets. Bond yields are expected to continue their
downward trend as China's economic slowdown and
investors' appetite for stable assets persist, while the
PBOC's publication Financial News has warned against
excessive expectations of further monetary easing.
[Financial News, in Chinese]
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China - Hong Kong: Delay for artificial
islands plan as start date remains unclear

(Ib) Hong Kong's ambitious USD 74 billion artificial
islands project is facing further delays, as the city's
Development Minister, Bernadette Linn, refused to set
a start date for reclamation work. Linn emphasized
that projects like the Northern Metropolis, a major
housing and business hub, would take precedence,
leaving the Kau Yi Chau artificial islands on hold. This
comes amid rising concerns about the city's budget
deficit, which is expected to reach HKD 100 billion (USD
12 billion) for the current fiscal year, prompting
possible cuts to government spending.

Originally set to begin in 2025, the reclamation project
has already seen its timeline pushed back by up to
three years following a statement from Finance
Minister Paul Chan in March 2024. The plan for three
artificial islands aims to provide up to 210,000 flats and
millions of square meters of office space. However, the
project has been criticized for its exorbitant cost and
environmental impact, especially given the current
oversupply of office space in Hong Kong.

Linn acknowledged that the environmental impact
assessment for the project has been submitted to the
Environmental Protection Department (EPD) for
review, with the results expected within 60 days. She
highlighted that the preparation work was the primary
focus for now, with no immediate plans to finalize the
timeline or budget. Critics argue that the prolonged
development period of such mega-projects makes
them vulnerable to economic shifts and changes in
public priorities. [Hong Kong Free Press]

The Kau Yi Chau artificial islands project carries
significant political implications, reflecting the Hong
Kong government's strategic vision for the city's long-
term economic positioning. By creating three artificial
islands, the project aims to reinforce Hong Kong's
status as a global financial hub, reduce its reliance on
mainland China for development land, and provide a
self-contained space for housing and business
opportunities. Moreover, it symbolizes Hong Kong's
ambition to expand its territorial resources and bolster
urban resilience in response to climate change and
limited land availability. However, delays and growing
criticism of the project’s cost and environmental
impact have sparked debates over its feasibility,
sustainability, and alignment with public priorities in a
time of fiscal austerity.
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China: Exports hits record highs amid
slowest growth in decades

(wy) Under the looming threat of a 60 percent tariff
proposed by Donald Trump, China’s exports surged to
record highs.

Customs data released on January 13 revealed that
China's exports grew by 10.7 percent year-on-year,
while imports also increased by 1 percent, marking the
strongest performance since July 2024.

Despite these export gains, China's economy continues
to grapple with its slowest growth in decades. A series
of persistent challenges—including a prolonged real
estate crisis, weak consumer confidence, and a
declining population - have hindered the nation’s
economic recovery.

The proposed tariffs are expected to exacerbate these
difficulties. According to estimates from Swiss bank
UBS, the tariffs could reduce China’s gross domestic
product (GDP) growth by 2.5 percentage points over
the next 12 months. [Al Jazeera]

China: Troop logistics enhanced at
Himalayan border with India

(Ib) China's People’s Liberation Army (PLA) has
improved oxygen supply and logistics for troops
stationed in high-altitude border regions, according to
a recent report by PLA Daily. Soldiers at the Tibetan
plateau now benefit from a 20 km supply zone aimed
at enhancing health and combat readiness in one of
the world’s harshest environments. These
advancements address the challenges of operating
along the disputed Himalayan frontier, where oxygen
levels are less than 40 percent of those at sea level.

The Hotan military subdistrict, located on the
Karakoram plateau in Xinjiang, plays a strategic role in
securing the western sector of the Line of Actual
Control (LAC). This region, near the Galwan Valley—a
site of deadly clashes between Chinese and Indian
troops in 2020—has seen multiple flare-ups in recent
years. However, tensions eased in late 2024 following
talks between President Xi Jinping and Indian Prime
Minister Narendra Modi during the BRICS summit in
October.

Infrastructure improvements over the years have
transformed troop logistics. Initially, oxygen cylinders
were transported over 500 km from Kashgar, with
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access limited to critical cases. By 2020, a mobile
oxygen generation chamber was installed, eliminating
long-distance refills. Additional enhancements, such as
a micro-pressure oxygen chamber introduced in 2021,
have provided more effective recovery for soldiers
after strenuous activities, according to military officials.
[South China Morning Post]

China: New electronic warfare weapon
design software revealed

(jf) Chinese scientists have released a powerful
industrial software tool for free, enabling the design of
advanced electronic warfare weapons and claiming
that tests show this software outperforms its U.S.
counterpart, Ansys HFSS, in both speed and memory
efficiency.

The People’s Liberation Army (PLA) has been advancing
its electronic warfare technology at a rapid pace, such
as its new phased array radar features a multi-band
antenna with highly intricate designs, including curved
surfaces, multilayer dielectrics, and thin layers of
materials. These designs also create operational
challenges like heat and vibrations, making
electromagnetic simulations particularly complex.

Traditional tools like the U.S.-made Ansys HFSS take
around three hours to simulate the radiation
properties of such antennas. By comparison, the
software developed by the University of Electronic
Science and Technology of China, named "Yaoguang,"
completes the task in just 12 minutes while using less
than one-sixth of the memory.

"Yaoguang," is said to allow Chinese researchers to
carry out theoretical verifications for electronic warfare
designs 15 times faster than comparable U.S. software,
all while maintaining comparable resource efficiency.
The software is capable of tackling large-scale tasks,
such as analyzing the electromagnetic scattering of
advanced military equipment like catapult-equipped
aircraft carriers. It delivers nearly 50 percent more
detail and does so in one-third less time.

Yaoguang supports the development of nearly all types
of electronic products and is part of a broader national
effort to enhance core industrial technologies, which
include integrated circuits, industrial machinery, and
advanced materials

Military experts believe that the gap between China
and the United States in emerging military
technologies, including electronic warfare capabilities,
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will continue to grow, offsetting the US military's
advantages in traditional areas such as the number of
aircraft carriers and military bases. [South China
Morning Post]

China: Foreign spy taking photos of island
military site arrested

(jf) China's counter-espionage agency recently
intercepted a foreign spy attempting to photograph
military facilities along the country's coastline, as
disclosed by state broadcaster CCTV. The spy,
accompanied by an assistant, posed as a tourist to visit
an island where they sought intelligence on sensitive
military zones, as confirmed by security officials
Zhejiang's Ministry of State Security. [Global Times]

Authorities in the eastern province of Zhejiang acted
on a tip suggesting that foreign intelligence agencies
were targeting the island. They intervened and seized
SD memory cards containing images of military sites
and restricted areas. The individuals initially toured
local attractions by taxi but later moved closer to
military zones. Near military areas, the suspects
slowed down, rolled down the windows, and noted key
details about the locations and their features.

Zhejiang province, located along the East China Sea, is
home to one of the primary naval bases of the Chinese
military’s East Sea Fleet.

In December 2023, the ministry revealed it had
detected a foreign company attempting to gather
intelligence from a naval base in an unidentified
coastal city. As with the recent case, authorities did not
specify when the incident occurred or identify the
country involved.

In 2021, a man received a 14-month prison sentence
for taking photos of classified military areas near a
dual-use airport in Jiaxing, Zhejiang. The same year,
another individual was sentenced to a year in prison
after secretly photographing the Fujian aircraft carrier
with a high-definition remote camera before its official
launch in 2022. [South China Morning Post]

China: Deadly earthquake kills more than
120 in Tibet

(Id) A 6.8-magnitude earthquake struck Tingri county in
Shigatse, southwest Tibet on January 7, killing at least
126 people and injuring 188, according to official


https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-sjlkddd-l-jh/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-sjlkddd-l-jh/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-sjlkddd-l-jk/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-sjlkddd-l-ju/

Chinese report. The disaster also destroyed over 3,600
houses and affected more than 46,500 residents, who
have been relocated to 187 temporary shelters
equipped with 3,705 tents. Rescue operations,
involving over 14,600 personnel, have concluded, with
407 individuals rescued from the rubble.

The focus has now shifted to resettlement and
reconstruction, and authorities are ensuring that
residents have warm shelter and basic necessities as
temperatures are forecast to drop to minus 17 degrees
Celsius, according to Chinese authorities. A total of
428,000 items, including tents, blankets, heaters and
food, have been delivered to the affected region,
supported by CNY 100 million (USD 13.6 million) in
disaster relief funding from China's Ministry of Finance
and National Development and Reform Commission.
[BBC]

The earthquake has raised concerns about the
transparency of disaster data and the effectiveness of
rescue efforts. Critics, including exiled Tibetan
government figures, have questioned the accuracy of
officially reported number of casualties, citing strict
control over information and suppression of local
voices. An unknown number of people are still
unaccounted for in the freezing weather. [VOA
Mandarin, in Chinese]

Japan: Prime Minister silent on call for
attending nuclear weapon ban meeting

(dqgl) Prime Minister Shigeru Ishiba refrained from
confirming whether Japan will participate as an
observer in the March meeting of signatories to the
Treaty on the Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons. During
a January 8 meeting with the Japan Confederation of A-
and H-Bomb Sufferers Organizations (Hidankyo) which
was awarded the 2024 Nobel Peace Award at the
Prime Minister's Office, Ishiba avoided responding to
requests for such participation. Japan, under the U.S.
nuclear umbrella, has not signed the treaty.

Hidankyo co-chair Terumi Tanaka urged Ishiba to meet
the group again and reiterated calls for Japan to lead
efforts toward nuclear disarmament, given its unique
history as the only country to have experienced atomic
bombings in war. Ishiba acknowledged the significance
of Hidankyo's recent Nobel Peace Prize win, expressing
respect for their longstanding efforts, but stressed the
need for nuclear deterrence in light of threats from
China, Russia, and North Korea. He affirmed a shared
aspiration for a future free of nuclear weapons.
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In addition, Ishiba did not address Hidankyo's requests
compensation for hibakusha survivors and relief for
those affected by the 1945 Nagasaki bombing who lack
official recognition. [The Japan News]

“Hibakusha survivors,” are survivors of the atomic
bombings of Hiroshima and Nagasaki in August 1945.
These individuals endured severe physical and
psychological trauma from the bombings and often
faced long-term health complications.

Japan: Prime minister intensifies efforts
to boost regional economies

(dgl) Prime Minister Shigeru Ishiba has vowed to
accelerate efforts to revive regional economies and
address the overconcentration of people in Tokyo and
other metropolitan areas as part of his campaign to
"transform the Japanese archipelago." A key part of
these efforts includes the relocation of some central
government functions to regional areas, as most
ministry and agency offices are concentrated in Tokyo.

During his first press conference of the year on January
6, Ishiba emphasized the urgency of this
transformation for Japan's future. He also highlighted
the importance of private sector involvement to ensure
the success of regional economies, pledging to create
an environment conducive to startups and to
encourage companies to relocate their headquarters.

This aligns with a proposal made in his New Year
address for a new "dual residence" system to support
young bureaucrats in living and working in multiple
locations, with a focus on resolving overconcentration
through public sector leadership. [The Asahi Shimbun]

The issue of overconcentration is critical for Japan,
which faces a declining population and aging
demographics. Most of the country's 47 prefectures
report net population outflows, with Tokyo being a
notable exception.

This initiative comes ahead of key elections in 2025,
including the Tokyo metropolitan assembly and the
House of Councillors. [Kyodo News]

Japan: Automated cargo transport system
to be developed

(adi) Japan has unveiled plans to develop an
automated cargo transport corridor between Tokyo
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and Osaka, addressing a critical truck driver shortage
and aiming to lower carbon emissions. The innovative
system, dubbed the “conveyor belt road”, will utilize
advanced automation technologies to streamline the
logistics sector, improve efficiency, and reduce
environmental impact.

The proposed system will feature dedicated lanes on a
major highway, automating cargo loading and enabling
continuous, unmanned operations. A trial is scheduled
to begin by 2027 or early 2028. With full
implementation expected by the mid-2030s. In
addition to increasing transport efficiency, this
initiative seeks to alleviate the physical toll on drivers
and mitigate risks of overwork and road accidents.

Japan's transport sector faces significant challenges,
with domestic capacity projected to drop by 34 percent
by 2030 due to stricter overtime regulations. The
automation project aligns with Japna’s broader efforts
to tackle labor shortages while addressing climate
change through reduced emissions.

This ambitious plan places Japan among global
frontrunners in logistics innovation. Similar automated
systems are under development in Switzerland and
Great Britain, with Japan eyeing potential applications
for last-mile deliveries in the near future. [AP_ News]

Japan: Delay in deployment stealth
fighters to base in Miyazaki prefecture
announced

(dgl) The defense ministry has announced that the
deployment of six F-35B stealth fighters to the Air Self-
Defense Force's (ASDF) Nyutabaru Base in Miyazaki
Prefecture has been delayed until fiscal 2025.
Originally scheduled for fiscal 2024, the delay is due to
postponed delivery from the United States.

The ASDF plans to establish a flight team by the end of
the fiscal year to prepare for the deployment. The
ministry assured that the delay would not have a
significant negative impact on national defense. [The
Japan News]

Meanwhile, the delivery of Japan's first six F-35B
Lightning Il fighters, initially scheduled for March 2024,
has been delayed until at least April. Subsequent
deliveries, expected post-2025, remain unaffected.

These aircraft, part of a 2019 agreement for 42 units,
are intended for the Japan Maritime Self-Defense Force
(JMSDF) Izumo-class helicopter carriers, which are
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undergoing modifications to accommodate the fifth-
generation jets. The delay stems from setbacks at
Lockheed Martin, particularly the incomplete
development of the F-35's Technology Refresh 3
software, expected to be finalized by 2025. Until then,
the aircraft are limited to training operations. [Zona
Militar]

Japan: Nearly 50 entities targeted in
cyberattacks since year-end

(dql) At least 46 entities in Japan, including banks and
government agencies, have been targeted by
cyberattacks since late 2024, likely using the same
malware, according to internet security firm Trend
Micro. Victims included Japan Airlines, NTT Docomo,
and major banks, all of which were affected by
distributed denial-of-service (DDoS) attacks that
temporarily disrupted their services.

Trend Micro's investigation found that the hackers
likely used a botnet - a network of infected devices - to
conduct the attacks, targeting specific IP addresses.
The firm suggested that multiple groups may have
been involved, as hackers controlled internet-
connected devices, including cameras and home
appliances, to execute the DDoS attacks. [Kyodo News]

Meanwhile, a prolonged cyberattack campaign
targeting Japanese organizations and individuals since
2019 has been attributed to the China-linked threat
actor MirrorFace, also known as Earth Kasha,
according to Japan’'s National Police Agency (NPA) and
the National Center of Incident Readiness and Strategy
for Cybersecurity (NISC).

MirrorFace, believed to be a subgroup of the Chinese
state-sponsored APT10 hacking collective, aimed to
steal sensitive information related to Japan'’s national
security and advanced technologies. The group used
advanced techniques, such as running malware within
Windows Sandbox to evade detection by antivirus tools
and eliminate traces upon reboot.

The NPA linked MirrorFace to over 200 cyber incidents,
targeting government agencies, defense organizations,
space research centers, and private companies in
advanced technologies. Notable incidents include a
cyberattack on the Japan Aerospace Exploration
Agency (JAXA) and a ransomware attack on the Port of
Nagoya in 2023. [Infosecurity Magazine]
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Mongolia: Anti-government protest
staged

(dgl) In Ulaanbaatar, Mongolia's capital, anti-
government protesters organized by the Alliance of
Freedom party blocked Genghis Avenue in a large-
scale demonstration. The protest began on the
morning of January 11 with a small peaceful gathering
in Sukhbaatar Square but grew to include over a
thousand participants by evening.

Demonstrators voiced frustration with the
government's handling of issues such as smog, traffic
congestion, poverty, corruption, and unemployment.

Indicating a hardline stance, the Alliance of Freedom
party declined to engage in dialogue with authorities.
They announced its intention to continue the protests
until January 22 and revealed that they had submitted
a motion to 33 Members of the State Great Khural of
Mongolia calling for the government's resignation.
[EurAsia Daily] [Montsame]

On January 13, a counter-protest supporting the
government and opposing the demands for its
resignation took place simultaneously at Sukhbaatar
Square. [Sonin]

The Alliance of Freedom party is a political group in
Mongolia that emerged from the anti-war movement
and was formed by activists opposing international
conflicts. It is not listed among the officially registered
political parties in Mongolia.

Mongolia: Draft laws submitted to
parliament

(fs) Three draft laws and a draft resolution have been
submitted to parliament during the past week.

Draft law to boost productivity and governance of state-
owned enterprises advances

A discussion on the draft law aimed at enhancing the
productivity and governance of state-owned
enterprises (SOEs) took place on January 7 at the
Mongolian National Chamber of Commerce and
Industry (MNCCI).

The meeting, attended by around 200 representatives
from both the public and private sectors, focused on
the "Law on Increasing the Productivity and Improving
the Governance of State- and Local-Government-
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Owned Companies," organized by MNCCI and the
Cabinet Secretariat of the Government of Mongolia.

Points discussed included reducing the number of
state-owned enterprises from 122 to 70, with a focus
on eliminating non-profitable entities. Director of the
Cabinet Secretariat Uchral Nyam-Osor emphasized
that SOEs should contribute to the Sovereign Wealth
Fund, and those operating at a loss would be
liquidated or merged.

Nyam-Osor also highlighted the need for a transparent
selection process for SOE boards and executive
positions, aiming to reduce political influence. He
stressed that the new law would ensure only profitable
and efficient SOEs remain state-owned, while others
would be restructured. Additionally, the law will guide
the state's role in business and prevent competition
with the private sector.

The law is particularly significant since Mongolia's
extractive sector, critical to its economy, heavily relies
on state-owned enterprises (SOEs) that manage
significant stakes in strategic mineral projects.
However, these SOEs face governance and
transparency challenges, as reflected in poor
performance on the Resource Governance Index and
incidents of corruption. [Natural Resource Governance
Institute]

It is expected to be submitted to the State Great
Khural, the Mongolian parliament, for approval in the
near future. [Montsame 1]

Draft law to reduce air and environmental pollution in
Ulaanbaatar introduced

The draft Law on Reducing Air and Environmental
Pollution in Ulaanbaatar was presented at the Cabinet
session on January 8. It aims to safeguard public
health, ensure a safe and clean environment, and
address the societal and economic impacts of air and
environmental pollution in the capital.

The law proposes the establishment of green and
yellow zones within Ulaanbaatar to mitigate pollution.
The Governor of the Capital City will determine the
boundaries and locations of these zones.

In green zones, specific activities will be prohibited,
including the burning of non-compliant fuels, the use
of high-pollution vehicles, groundwater usage in areas
with available engineering networks, and open waste
dumping, activities like auto repairs, outdoor auto part
sales, and hazardous waste collection. [Montsame 2]
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Air pollution has long been a pressing issue in
Ulaanbaatar, considered as one of the most polluted
capital cities in the world. The levels of PM2.5, a tiny
particle that is among the most harmful air pollutants,
exceeded WHO's safe limit by eight times in 2020,
being 14 times higher during winter months. This
pollution contributes to around 40 per cent of deaths
from stroke and heart attacks. [News.mn]

Draft law to reduce VAT to 5 per cent reintroduced

Deputy Speaker of Parliament B. Purevdorj and
Members of Parliament Ch. Lodoisambuu, A. Undraa,
and G. Uyankhishig announced their initiative to
reintroduce a bill proposing a reduction in Mongolia's
Value-Added Tax (VAT) rate from 10 per cent to 5 per
cent on January 13.

Initially submitted in 2019 but dismissed under
previous procedures, the bill has been revived to
address the high tax burden impacting citizens and
businesses. The proposed reduction aims to lower the
cost of goods and services, stimulate economic growth,
and alleviate taxpayers' financial burdens.

Over 80 per cent of countries worldwide have VAT
rates below 10 per cent, while those exceeding 20 per
cent generally have efficient refund systems.
Mongolia's refund system, however, has proven to be
inefficient, particularly in rural areas where businesses
often fail to pay sufficient VAT or issue receipts,
rendering refunds ineffective.

At present, citizens pay 10 per cent VAT with a 2 per
cent refund. Under the proposed law, the VAT rate
would decrease to 5 per cent, while the 2 per cent
refund remains unchanged, effectively lowering the
net tax burden to 3 per cent.

Finance Minister Javkhlan Bold has opposed the
measure. [GoGo]

Prime minister submits Ulaanbaatar general development
plan for 2040

Prime Minister Luvsannamsrai Oyun-Erdene submitted
the draft Resolution on Adopting the General
Development Plan for Ulaanbaatar City until 2040 to
the Chairman of the State Great Khural (Mongolian
parliament) on January 8.

The resolution addresses unplanned urban sprawl and
environmental degradation caused by Ulaanbaatar's
rapid population growth and economic activity,
proposing a new urban planning framework. Key
initiatives include developing satellite cities within the
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metropolitan area, creating 193,000 new jobs, and
transitioning from a single-centralized city model to a
multi-centered urban structure to improve public
service accessibility. It also incorporates the 20-Minute
City concept, with 14 new urban centers and sub-cities
planned. [Montsame 3]

Mongolia: First external audit on child
protection policies conducted

(fs) Mongolia has completed its first external audit on
child protection. According to Audit Manager
Batchimeg Byambasuren, the audit assessed issues
based on seven criteria. Seven opinions were issued
and 17 recommendations were sent to relevant
organizations.

While improvements in policy implementation were
noted, critical gaps remain, including public
unawareness of child protection policies and
insufficient coordination between organizations. The
audit highlighted that child protection services often
fail to reach those in need, despite increasing annual
funding allocated to preventive measures and
education. Warnings have been issued to ministries
and political entities regarding inadequate efforts to
safeguard children’s rights.

The report also revealed that Mongolia lacked a unified
national policy and management system for child
protection until 2016. This absence resulted in staff
shortages and ineffective measures to uphold
children's rights. [Akipress]

Mongolia: Uranium investment
agreement with Orano group close to
completion

(fs) The Mongolian Parliament is set to finalize
deliberations regarding an investment agreement with
France’s Orano Mining for the development of the
Zuunbayan-Ovoo uranium deposit. Once approved,
this will become Mongolia's second-largest foreign
investment agreement with a third country (see Asia in
Review No. 53, December/2024, 5).

Under the proposed terms, the state’s 34 percent
ownership stake in the project will be converted into a
10 percent preferred shareholding, granting Mongolia
representation on the company’s board of directors
with veto rights on critical decisions, such as license
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transfers or collateralization. The agreement also
mandates that at least 40 per cent of annual
procurement for the project will be sourced from
Mongolian-registered businesses, with phased
increases over time.

Environmental considerations include provisions for
managing an estimated 1400 tons of annual waste,
including 125-200 tons of hazardous waste. The
investment agreement allocates USD 400,000 for
waste management measures as outlined in the
feasibility study.

Financially, the project is expected to generate USD
4.98 billion in revenue by 2060, contributing USD 17.9
million annually to Mongolia's Sovereign Wealth Fund
and approximately USD 151.2 million annually to local
budgets. The initiative will create over 1600 jobs, with a
focus on equitable salary distribution. Average wages
for workers are projected at USD 2035-3487 per
month. [Bloomberg TV]

Mongolia: TMK Energy expands coalbed
methane production, signs new
partnership

(fs) TMK Energy, a gas exploration company, has begun
extracting coalbed methane gas from three additional
test wells within its Gurvantes XXXV project area,
doubling production capacity as six wells are now
operational.

The company aims to lower water levels in the wells to
target levels in the coming weeks to enhance
efficiency. It plans to achieve economically viable gas
extraction by the first or second quarter of 2025.

Additionally, the company signed a memorandum of
understanding with Germany’s Jens Energie to sell the
extracted gas. According to the agreement, TMK
Energy will supply between 5,000 and 15,000 cubic
meters of gas daily starting in April 2025. [Bloomberg
1V]

North Korea: Officials face embezzlement
charges over tideland project

(jb) State authorities belonging to the North Pyongan
Tideland Construction Company, an organization that
works on tideland reclamation and development
projects in Cholsan county in North Pyongan province,
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were brought to trial in mid-December of 2024 for
embezzling funds from the project. The report of the
trial was released early this year.

The trial involved three officials who were accused of
embezzling materials and funds from the project for
private use beginning 2020, with the officers
confessing their guilt in court and coughing up an
account book that incriminated them.

The officials are likely to be given 13 years in prison
and the case will lead to strict surveillance in state-led
projects henceforth, according to a provincial source.
[Daily NK English]

North Korea: Leader Kim Jong-un calls for
growth in regional development

(mc) According to the Korean Central News Agency
(KCNA), North Korean leader Kim Jong-un attended the
opening ceremony of new factories in Jaeryong County
on January 7, part of the "Regional Development 20x10
Policy."

Kim pledged to make 2025 "the year of a new upsurge
in regional construction" by setting ambitious goals to
maximize economic profitability, efficiency and long-
term growth. [Yonhap News Agency] [KCNA]

North Korea: Fishing industry training to
address seafood shortage

(jb) A training program organized by the Coastal South
Pyongan Province Fish Farming Management Bureau
aims to support fishing companies in repairing vessels,
achieving state-mandated fishing targets, and
standardizing operational protocols.

The bureau’s work is currently focused on training
fishing companies in preventive maintenance and
advanced fishing techniques to equip workers with the
skills and tools necessary for safe and efficient fishing
during the increasingly demanding winter season.
While the industry continues to struggle with shortages
of fuel and equipment, the program aims to enhance
catch volumes and improve storage capabilities. [Daily
NK English]

Established in 1998 during a period of severe famine
and economic hardship, the bureau was created to
enhance self-sufficiency through seafood production.
Despite the state promoting a "one state, one
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company" slogan, over 60 fishing companies have
been established nationwide since the 1980s to
supplement state-owned fisheries. [International
Journal of Maritime Affairs and Fisheries]

North Korea has been subject to UN sanctions in
Security Council Resolution 2371 under Chapter VIl of
the UN Charter since its 2017 ballistic missile tests.
These sanctions restrict the country from fishing in
foreign waters, prohibit the purchase of North Korean
seafood, and ban joint fishing operations or the
transfer of fishing rights to other nations.

As a result, all North Korean fishing activities within the
neighboring Russian Exclusive Economic Zone (EEZ)
have been classified as lllegal, Unreported, and
Unregulated (IUU) Fishing. Consequently, North Korean
fisheries have increasingly relied on domestic fish
farming to provide essential economic support.

North Korea: Border surveillance tightens
in Hoeryong

(jb) Hoeryong city in North Hamgyong province has
come under tight surveillance by state authorities since
December 2024, with the provincial security forces
watching out for antisocial and criminal elements in
the city round the clock.

Hoeryong residents reported that following a lack of
reports from the provincial police for year-end
performance review, surveillance has been tightened
to bring in any reports of suspicious activity in a move
to boost police performance in the province. Citizens
who are regularly targeted by the police include
relatives of defectors, dishonorably discharged
soldiers, failed defectors, released prisoners and
civilians in possession of Chinese mobile phones. The
use of Chinese phones has increasingly been cracked
down upon following orders to heighten internal
security. [Daily NK English]

South Korea: Constitutional Court begins
Yoon impeachment trial

(dgl/mc) South Korea’s Constitutional Court held its
first hearing on January 14 to determine whether
suspended President Yoon Suk Yeol should be
removed from office following his controversial
attempt to impose martial law. The hearing lasted just
four minutes due to Yoon's absence, with his lawyers
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citing safety concerns amid an active arrest warrant for
insurrection charges. [Yonhap News Agency]

Yoon was suspended in December after his
impeachment by a bipartisan parliamentary vote (see
AiR No. 51, December/2024, 3), but his removal
requires the approval of at least six of the eight
Constitutional Court justices. The court has scheduled
the next hearing for January 16, though Yoon's lawyers
have contested the trial schedule and hinted he may
attend at a later date.

Yoon's December 3 martial law declaration, justified as
a measure against "anti-state" forces, has plunged
South Korea into political turmoil. Critics argue it was a
desperate move to address his political woes. His
impeachment has led to economic uncertainty, with a
weakening won and warnings from credit agencies
about declining consumer and business confidence.
[BBC]

South Korea: Opposition parties fail to
pass special counsel bills on Yoon and
First Lady

(yg) The National Assembly rejected two special
counsel bills in a revote on January 8, one targeting
impeached President Yoon Suk Yeol over a failed
martial law bid and the other addressing allegations
involving First Lady Kim Keon Hee.

The bill concerning Yoon sought to appoint special
prosecutors to investigate insurrection charges linked
to his brief attempt at imposing martial law. The bill
narrowly failed to meet the two-thirds majority
required to override the president’s veto, with 198
votes against, 101 in favor, and one abstention,
resulting in its dismissal.

Last month, opposition parties unilaterally passed the
bill during a plenary session. However, the Cabinet, led
by Acting President Choi Sang-mok, called for the
National Assembly to reconsider the decision.

The main opposition Democratic Party (DP) announced
plans to reintroduce a revised version of the bill. The
revised bill would propose having a third party
nominate a special counsel candidate, aiming to attract
defections from the ruling People Power Party. The
original bill suggested that special counsel candidates
be recommended by the DP and the minor opposition
Rebuilding Korea Party.
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The parliament also rejected a second bill seeking a
special counsel probe into First Lady Kim Keon Hee's
alleged involvement in a stock manipulation scheme
and election-related interference via a power broker.
This fourth iteration of the bill was voted down 196-
103, with one abstention, following a similar proposal
vetoed by President Yoon and scrapped in an earlier
vote.

In the same session, the parliament voted down six
additional bills, including a controversial grain bill that
had been vetoed by then Acting President Han Duck-
soo. The Grain Management Act, aimed at stabilizing
rice prices by mandating government purchase of
surplus stock, was vetoed and scrapped in a revote.

Others rejected bills included the National Assembly
Act, intended to prevent automatic submission of the
government budget to plenary sessions after legal
deadlines, and the National Assembly Testimony
Appraisal Act, which would require companies to
provide requested data to lawmakers. [Yonhap News
Agency]

South Korea: Acting President announces
measures to stabilize state affairs

(yq) Acting President Choi Sang-mok on January 9
affirmed the government's commitment to stabilizing
state affairs and addressing economic uncertainties
amidst ongoing political turbulence in the country.

Choi announced plans to hold weekly state affairs
meetings, which will serve as a central hub for
coordinating government policies.

He added that as part of economic revitalization efforts
the government plans to execute KRW 358 trillion (USD
245.7 billion) of the national budget in the first half of
the year, representing a KRW 7 trillion (USD 4.79
billion) increase from the previous year. This includes
utilizing 67 percent of the central government's annual
budget and 60.5 percent of regional governments’
budgets during the same period to stimulate domestic
consumption.

Choi also revealed thar the government is reviewing
the possibility of designating January 27 as a
temporary holiday to boost domestic travel. If
implemented, this would extend the Lunat New Year
holiday to six days, spanning January 25 to 30. [Yonhap
News Agency]
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South Korea: Discussions on medical
school quotas to be renewed

(jb) Acting President Choi Sang-mok announced on
January 10 that the government is ready to negotiate
the contested medical school admission quotas with
the medical community, following nearly a year of
strikes and walkouts by trainee doctors nationwide
(see AIR No. 10, March/2024, 1).

Choi pledged that the government would engage in
talks with doctors and offer flexibility in its newly
proposed quotas, provided the medical community is
willing to negotiate. The Korean Medical Association,
the nation's largest association of doctors, previously
refused to enter discussions unless the government
scrapped its proposed quotas entirely. The
government's renewed commitment also
acknowledges the current challenges faced by doctors,
which adds further sensitivity to the dialogue. The
acting president also directed the health ministry to
collaborate closely to facilitate the return of junior
doctors to their classes and workplaces. [Yonhap News
Agency]

In February 2024, the government announced an
increase in medical school enrollment quotas, which
were unsatisfactory to most of the medical community.
This led to the mass resignation of junior doctors, who
faced increasing pressure to provide quality healthcare
amid a nationwide shortage of doctors, among other
factors. The government initially responded harshly,
threatening expulsion as junior doctor walkouts
resulted in low class attendance. Additionally, a trainee
doctor who created and floated a blacklist.of doctors
who chose not to strike in order to attend to
emergency room medical cases was arrested in
September (see AiR No. 39, September/2024, 4).

South Korea: Former DP leader sentenced
to two years in prison for illegal political
financing

(mc) Song Young-gil, a former leader of South Korea's
main opposition Democratic Party (DP), has been
sentenced to two years in prison for receiving illegal
political funds, the Seoul Central District Court
announced on January 8.

In 2024, the court indicted him on charges of receiving
USD 524,000 in illicit political funds between 2020 and
2021 from seven individuals under the pretext of
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donations to the Peace and Livelihood Research
Institute support group.

Song, who was also accused of organizing the
distribution of approximately USD 50,000 to 20 DP
lawmakers and party members during his successful
campaign for the party leadership in May 2021, was
acquitted of those charges.

Following the verdict, the court ordered Song's
immediate arrest. Song, arrested in January 2024 and
released on bail in May 2024, is now the leader of a
minor political party, the Pine Tree Party. [Yonhap
News Agency]

South Korea: Military Prosecutors appeal
court martial ruling clearing colonel
insubordination and defamation charge

(dqgl) Military prosecutors have decided to appeal a
court martial ruling that acquitted former top Marine
investigator Col. Park Jung-hun of insubordination and
defamation charges. The decision follows Park's
acquittal on January 9, which came after he led a probe
into the death of a conscript during a search for flood
victims in July 2023.

Prosecutors, while respecting the ruling, stated that
parts of the court's decision, particularly related to the
verification of facts and legal principles, were
unacceptable. They had initially sought a three-year
prison sentence for Park, arguing that his denial of
charges negatively impacted military discipline.

Park was indicted for handing over internal
investigation results to civilian police in violation of
orders from then-Defense Minister Lee Jong-sup and
the Marine Corps chief. He claimed he felt pressured to
omit the responsibility of the 1st Marine Division
commander from the inquiry, a move he said was
influenced by President Yoon Suk Yeol's anger over the
findings.

The court martial found that Park had not received an
explicit order from the Marine Corps chief to delay
sharing the investigation's results with the police and
ruled in his favor on defamation charges, stating there
was insufficient evidence of intent to harm the
minister's reputation. [KBS]

The case sparked public outrage, leading opposition
lawmakers to propose a bill for appointing a special
prosecutor to investigate his allegations. The political
standoff escalated as President Yoon vetoed the bill
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three times, with the opposition threatening
impeachment in response. [The New York Times]

Taiwan: Opposition party leadership
election set for February 15 amid
detention of its former chairman

(dqgl) The opposition Taiwan People's Party (TPP) has
scheduled an online election for February 15 to select
a new leader, following the resignation of former
Chairman Ko Wen-je (see AiR No. 1, January/2025, 1).

Ko stepped down on January 1, and lawmaker Huang
Kuo-chang was appointed acting chairperson the same
day by the party's central committee. Huang criticized
the government, alleging judicial interference to
ensure Ko's continued detention.

The elected leader will serve from February 19, 2025,
to December 31, 2026, marking the second leadership
term since the party's founding by Ko Wen-je in 2019.
[Focus Taiwan]

Ko is currently detained on corruption charges, after
the High Court has upheld his detention on January 2,
rejecting his appeal and that of three others on January
11. The other suspects include real estate tycoon
Sheen Ching-jing, Taipei City Councilor Ying Hsiao-wei
of the Chinese Nationalist Party (KMT), and Ko's former
mayoral office head, Lee Wen-tsung. They are being
investigated for alleged corruption related to the Core
Pacific City redevelopment project.

The court ruled that all four should remain in
incommunicado detention due to sufficient evidence
supporting felony charges under the Anti-Corruption
Act, which carries a minimum prison term of five years.
The court also cited risks of flight, evidence tampering,
or collusion among the suspects. This came after the
Taipei District Court twice approved Ko's release on
bail, but persistent appeals from prosecutors led to his
detention on January 2.

The case centers on alleged bribes exceeding NTD 47.4
million (USD 1.44 million) that Sheen reportedly paid
Ying, coinciding with the city government's 2021
approval to increase the redevelopment project's floor
area ratio from 560 percent to 840 percent.
Prosecutors claim the payments were linked to the
project; despite Sheen'’s assertion they were for
charitable causes.

Ko, who served as Taipei mayor from 2014 to 2022,
was indicted on December 26 (see AR No. 53,
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December/2024, 5) on charges of bribery and
embezzling political donations during his second
mayoral term and the 2024 presidential election. After
being detained on January 2, he and the other suspects
filed appeals, arguing no credible risk of flight or
evidence tampering. [Taipei Times]

In response to Ko's detention, approximately 50,000
people took to the streets in Taipei on January 11 to
demand his release. The protest, organized by the TPP,
which Ko founded in 2019, coincided with Taiwan'’s
Judicial Day and was supported by the main opposition
party, the Kuomintang (KMT). However, the KMT's
senior leaders were notably absent. [Taiwan News]

Taiwan: Opposition parties uphold
controversial constitutional court reform

(dqgl) Opposition lawmakers voted on January 10 to
uphold a December 2024 bill (see AiR No. 52,
December/2024, 4) raising the thresholds for
Constitutional Court rulings, thwarting the Cabinet's
attempt to overturn the legislation. The vote, which
passed 62-51, was supported by the opposition
parties, the Kuomintang (KMT) and the Taiwan People's
Party (TPP), while the ruling Democratic Progressive
Party (DPP) opposed the measure.

The amendments to the Constitutional Court
Procedure Act now require a minimum of 10 justices to
hear a case and at least nine justices to rule a law
unconstitutional, differing from the current system
that only requires a simple majority. However, the 15-
seat court currently only has eight justices, creating a
legal paradox. If the amendments take effect, the court
would be unable to meet the new quorum.

The DPP has indicated plans to challenge the bill in the
Constitutional Court, seeking an injunction to halt its
enforcement. Legal experts suggest the DPP could
petition for "preventive relief" before the bill is signed
into law, although this approach is unprecedented and
lacks clear legal support. The DPP argues that the
amendments could disrupt the court's operations and
limit public access to rulings on basic rights violations.

KMT and TPP lawmakers, however, defend the
revisions as necessary for ensuring more rigorous
reviews by the Constitutional Court. [Focus Taiwan]
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Taiwan: Opposition parties push through
contested pension reform for police,
firefighters, and coast guard personnel

(dgl) The Legislative Yuan, Taiwan's parliament, has
passed an amendment to the Police Personnel
Management Act, enhancing retirement pensions for
police officers, firefighters, and members of the coast
guard and National Air Service Corps.

Under the revised law, retirement income will be based
on years of service. For example, those with 15 years
of service will receive 43.25 percent of their salary, with
an annual increase of 1.75 percent, reaching a
maximum of 80 percent after 36 years. For those
serving 37 to 40 years, the income replacement ratio
will remain at 80 percent.

The amendment, introduced by the main opposition
party, the Kuomintang (KMT) in June 2024, aligns
pension benefits for these groups with those of
military personnel. Despite failed negotiations between
the KMT and ruling Democratic Progressive Party (DPP)
on January 6, the law passed with 60 votes in favor,
largely supported by the KMT and Taiwan People's
Party (TPP). DPP lawmakers opposed it, arguing it could
cause division among other civil servants and
represent a step backward in pension reform. [Focus
Taiwan]

Taiwan: Retired general detained on
suspicions of supporting China’s
infiltration

(sk) Taiwanese retired Army Lieutenant General Kao
An-kuo has been taken into custody on suspicion of
violating the National Security Act. Kao is accused of
receiving funding from the Chinese Communist Party
(CCP) and attempting to facilitate China’s infiltration
into Taiwan. [Taiwan News] [CNA 1, in Chinese]

In response, the Blue Sky Action Alliance, a political
organization in Taiwan primarily composed of
supporters from the Kuomintang (KMT), held a protest
with over 100 participants, including prominent figures
such as Labor Party President Wu Rongyuan and
retired Taiwanese Major General Tsang You-hsia.
Protesters called for Kao's release and criticized what
they described as increasing authoritarianism in
Taiwan's current political climate. [CNA 2, in Chinese]
[The Storm Media, in Chinese]
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A strong advocate for unification, Kao released a video
in 2021 urging support for China'’s reunification, which
he argued aligns with Taiwan's constitutional one-
China principle, rather than being an endorsement of
the CCP.

Kao and his wife are accused of collaborating with
Chinese intelligence to recruit retired Taiwanese
military officers, though efforts to approach active-duty
officers reportedly failed. A task force investigation led
to the detention of four retired officers, followed by
the incommunicado detention of Kao and his wife,
which began on December 18. [Tai Sounds News, in
Chinese]

Taiwan: National Security Bureau
uncovers rising CCP espionage tactics

(dqgl) The National Security Bureau (NSB) has released
an analysis of Chinese Communist Party (CCP)
infiltration tactics, highlighting a significant rise in
espionage cases.

Prosecutions for Chinese espionage increased from 16
and 10 in 2021 and 2022 to 48 and 64 in 2023 and
2024, respectively, with cases climbing from 3 in 2021
to 14 in 2023. Current and retired military personnel
make up the largest proportion of those prosecuted,
indicating the CCP's focus on these groups.

The NSB identified five main infiltration channels:
criminal gangs, underground financial networks, front
companies, temple groups, and civic organizations. The
CCP recruits through retired soldiers, online
connections, financial incentives, and debt coercion.
These tactics target Taiwan's military, government
agencies, and pro-China organizations to gather
sensitive defense information, establish spy networks,
and interfere in elections.

In addition, the analysis highlights that the CCP
collaborates with Taiwanese criminal gangs to recruit
retired military personnel and form armed support
groups, including sniper teams targeting military
facilities and foreign offices. It also uses retired military
members to run shell companies and underground
financial networks, coercing active-duty soldiers to
gather intelligence or defect to China. Additionally, the
CCP finances temple organizations to recruit military
personnel through religious activities and lures them
into compromising actions.

The NSB noted that CCP-backed civic associations
attempt to influence elections by organizing trips to
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China for local leaders and spreading false information
through media. The CCP also uses social media
platforms to provide loans to military personnel,
facilitating the exchange of sensitive information in
return for debt repayment, often using virtual currency
to avoid detection. [Taiwan News]

Taiwan: Military exercise conducted amid
recruitment challenges and budget
concerns

(sk/dgl) Taiwan's navy concluded three days of New
Year drills on January 9 with a simulation to repel
enemy vessels, led by its advanced Tuo Chiang-class
corvettes and smaller Kuang Hua VI-class missile boats
in the Taiwan Strait.

The domestically built Tuo Chiang corvettes,
nicknamed “aircraft carrier killers” for their advanced
anti-ship and anti-aircraft missile capabilities, are
highly maneuverable stealth vessels designed to
counter larger warships near Taiwan’s shores.

During the drills, Taiwan'’s air force showcased its
Patriot missile systems and Ching-kuo Indigenous
Defence Fighters, reinforcing its defensive capabilities.
[Reuters] [CNA 1, in Chinese] [CNA 2, in Chinese]

The dill came as the defense ministry announced that
the military is currently entering a peak period for
receiving new equipment, and the overall process of
receiving the new equipment is being carried out very
steadily and according to plan. [CNA 3, in Chinese]

Additionally, the ministry also announced that it is
considering easing recruitment restrictions and
increasing salaries and benefits to attract more
personnel. This responds to data showing that
military’s recruitment rate has been continuously
declining over the past years, dropping from 88.57
percentin 2020 to 78.6 percent in 2024. [CNA 4, in
Chinese]
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Bangladesh: Anti-graft body files cases
against ex-Prime Minister Hasina, family

(Im) Bangladesh's Anti-Corruption Commission (ACC)
has filed multiple graft cases against former Prime
Minister Sheikh Hasina and her family, including her
niece, UK Anti-Corruption Minister Tulip Siddig. The
cases allege illegal land allocations in Dhaka and
embezzlement of approximately USD 5 billion from the
Russian-funded USD 12.65 billion Rooppur nuclear
power project. The allegations have drawn significant
international attention, particularly in the UK, where
Siddiq faces mounting political pressure. [Anadolu
Ajansi] [France24] [The Hindu]

The ACC claims Hasina misused her position to allocate
prime land to family members, violating urban
development regulations. Siddiq is accused of
leveraging her influence to secure properties for her
mother, Sheikh Rehana, and siblings. The properties
include plots in the Purbachal New Town Project,
bypassing eligibility rules. [The Daily Star]

Siddiq denies wrongdoing and has referred herself to
Britain’s ministerial standards adviser [see AIR No. 1

January/2025, 1]. UK opposition leaders are calling for
her dismissal, citing concerns over her ties to Hasina's
regime. [South China Morning Post] [The Telegraph, $]

The controversy also extends to Siddiqg’s years of
residence in a London flat purchased by an offshore
company linked to Bangladeshi businessmen
implicated in the Panama Papers. The flat, later
transferred to a lawyer connected to Hasina, raises
questions about financial misconduct. Further
allegations suggest Siddig's family embezzled
substantial funds from Awami League-initiated
development projects. [The Business Standard]

Hasina, who fled to India in August 2024 amid a
popular uprising, faces charges of mass murder and
corruption. Bangladesh's interim government, led by
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Chief Advisor Muhammad Yunus, has demanded her
extradition and labeled her administration's financial
activities as “plain robbery.”

Bangladesh: BNP pushes for national
election by mid-2025, opposes local
government polls

(Im) The Bangladesh Nationalist Party (BNP) has called
for a national election by mid-2025, emphasizing that
local government polls beforehand would
unnecessarily delay the process. The demand arose
during a BNP standing committee meeting chaired by
acting chairman Tarique Rahman, son of former Prime
Minister Khaleda Zia, who joined virtually from London.

BNP leaders argued that the interim government
should prioritize a national election aligned with public
aspirations and abandon plans for phased local
government elections, which could take over a year to
complete. The party reiterated that while reforms are
important, they should continue concurrently with
preparations for the general election.

The interim government has indicated flexibility in
scheduling the national election, suggesting it could
take place late this year or early next year, depending
on political consensus on reforms. The BNP, however,
maintains that the election timeline should not hinge
on prolonged reform discussions.

The meeting also addressed frustrations over
increased VAT and supplementary duties on over 100
goods and services, criticizing the interim government
for implementing measures that exacerbate public
hardship. BNP leaders linked the tax hikes to the
International Monetary Fund’'s USD 4.7 billion loan,
accusing the International Monetary Fund of
supporting the Awami League's "illegitimate" regime.

Additionally, the BNP reviewed the health of party
chairperson Khaleda Zia, who is undergoing treatment
in London. Leaders expressed gratitude for her
improving condition, noting that her recovery is
uplifting news for the party. [The Daily Star]

Bangladesh: Reform panels set to propose
major changes, including reintroduction
of caretaker government
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(Im) Reform commissions in Bangladesh are poised to
submit key recommendations aimed at enhancing
governance, accountability, and democracy. Among
the most significant proposals, the Constitution
Reform Commission and Electoral Reform Commission
are likely to recommend the reintroduction of a
caretaker government system and the establishment
of a bicameral parliament.

The Constitution Reform Commission is expected to
propose a two-term limit for prime ministers, reducing
the minimum age to run for parliament from 25 to 21,
and strengthening parliamentary committees to hold
the executive accountable. They may also recommend
repealing Article 70, which prevents MPs from voting
against party lines, and including equality and social
justice in the constitution's preamble.

The Electoral Reform Commission is likely to advocate
for a dual voting system: the first-past-the-post
method for the lower house and proportional
representation for the upper house. They also plan to
suggest increasing women's reserved seats in
parliament from 50 to 100 and adding a "No" vote
option on ballots. Provisions for more transparent
asset declarations by candidates and greater
accountability for the Election Commission (EC) are
also on the agenda.

The Police Reform Commission may recommend
limiting police use to non-lethal weapons for crowd
control, reducing corruption, and ensuring
accountability within law enforcement. Guidelines for
arrests and detentions, including transparency and
access to legal counsel, are expected to be included.

The Anti-Corruption Commission (ACC) Reform
Commission is likely to propose expanding the ACC to
five members, appointing neutral commissioners, and
establishing ACC offices in all 64 districts. They may
also recommend repealing provisions that undermine
investigators' independence. [The Daily Star]

Bangladesh: Freedom fighters oppose
repealing the 1972 constitution

(Im) 36 decorated freedom fighters, veterans of
Bangladesh’s 1971 Liberation War who were
instrumental in the country’s independence from
Pakistan, have strongly condemned efforts to repeal
the 1972 constitution. They assert that such an action
would disregard the principles secured through the
Liberation War and dishonor the sacrifice of three
million martyrs.
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In a joint statement, the freedom fighters
acknowledged that constitutional amendments to
address evolving public needs are a natural process
but argued that repealing the original document
violates the ideals of the Liberation War. They called
for the full reinstatement of the 1972 constitution in its
original form.

The group also denounced recent incidents of assaults
and harassment against freedom fighters and the
vandalism of Muktijoddha Sangsad offices, which
represent the official organization for war veterans and
serve as centers for their welfare. These attacks, they
noted, have intensified since August 5 - the date ex-
Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina fled to India - and
symbolize a broader disregard for the legacy of those
who fought for Bangladesh's independence.

The statement also criticized past governments for
distorting the constitution to serve political interests,
undermining the values of the Liberation War. The
freedom fighters urged the interim government to
preserve the original 1972 constitution, ensuring that
the nation’s hard-fought independence and its legacy
are respected. [The Daily Star]

Bangladesh: Supreme Court upholds High
Court decision on interim leader Yunus
cases

(vk) The Appellate Division of the Supreme Court of
Bangladesh has upheld the High Court's decision to
dismiss five cases against the countrys’ interim leader,
Chief Advisor Muhammad Yunus. The court ruled there
was no legal weakness or interference in the High
Court's judgment, as revealed in the full text of the
December 8, 2024, decision, recently published.

The cases, filed in 2019, accused Yunus, then chairman
of Grameen Telecommunications, of employee
terminations in violation of the proposed trade union
act. In 2020, Yunus petitioned the High Court to quash
the cases, which the court granted on October 24,
2024, after a final hearing.

The government subsequently filed appeals with the
Appellate Division, which were rejected by a three-
member bench led by Justice Md Ashfaqul Islam. This
decision affirms the High Court's ruling, effectively
ending legal proceedings in the five cases against
Yunus. [Bss News]


https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-sjlkddd-l-bi/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-sjlkddd-l-bd/

Bangladesh: ACC investigates former Land
Minister for money laundering, illegal
assets

(vk) The Anti-Corruption Commission (ACC) of
Bangladesh is investigating allegations of money
laundering and illegal asset accumulation by former
Land Minister Saifuzzaman Chowdhury Javed and his
wife.

The couple is accused of owning 580 apartments in the
United Kingdom (343), the United Arab Emirates (228),
and the United States (9), acquired between 2015 and
2024 without proper documentation or approval from
the Bangladesh Bank. Investigators also uncovered
multiple bank accounts linked to the couple, with
suspicious transactions amounting to significant sums.

The ACC has frozen the identified assets and sought
court orders to prevent their transfer while requesting
international cooperation from authorities in the UK,
UAE, and the US. The ACC is also probing whether
additional assets are held in the names of family
members or associates.

Javed, the son of late Awami League leader
Akhtaruzzaman Chowdhury Babu, served as State
Minister for Land and later as Land Minister under the
Awami League government. After assuming the
ministerial role, he resigned as chairman of United
Commercial Bank (UCB), and his wife took over the
position. Allegations suggest Javed leveraged his
position for personal gain, including acquiring prime
properties abroad. [Bss News]

Bangladesh: Former IGP Chowdhury
Abdullah Al-Mamun arrested in new
murder case

(vk) Former Inspector General of Police (IGP)
Chowdhury Abdullah Al-Mamun was shown arrested in
a murder case concerning a killing during Bangladesh's
student-led mass uprising in July and August 2024,

The case alleges that participants in a peaceful rally of
the Anti-Discrimination Student Movement in Uttara
were attacked, with assailants linked to the Awami
League and affiliated groups reportedly opening fire.
The incident resulted in multiple injuries and fatalities.
The case was filed in September 2024, detailing the
alleged use of force against demonstrators.
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Mamun, who was arrested in September 2024 by the
Detective Branch, has also been implicated in several
other cases connected to the uprising, which saw
widespread unrest and allegations of violent
suppression.[Bss News]

Bangladesh: PBI granted permission to
interrogate sacked Maj Gen Ziaul, ex-DC
Moshiur in journalist couple's murder
case

(Im) The Police Bureau of Investigation (PBI) in
Bangladesh has been authorized to question sacked
Major General Ziaul Ahsan and former Deputy
Commissioner (DC) Moshiur Rahman in connection
with the 2012 murders of journalist couple Sagar
Sarowar and Meherun Nahar Runi.

The couple was killed in their rented flat in West
Rajabazar, Dhaka, on February 11, 2012. Ziaul Ahsan,
who was the additional director general of RAB (Rapid
Action Battalion) at the time, and Moshiur Rahman,
who was the DC of the Detective Branch (DB), were
reportedly involved in the initial stages of the
investigation. [The Daily Star]

Bangladesh: Jagannath University
students protest for campus and housing
demands

(Im) Students of Jagannath University (JnU) have ended
a hunger strike, which lasted 35 hours, after receiving
assurances from authorities on two of their three key
demands. However, they announced that the campus
shutdown and class boycott would continue until a
final decision is reached at a steering committee
meeting on January 15.

The students are demanding the transfer of the
second campus project to the army for timely
completion, the provision of temporary
accommodation, and a housing allowance for at least
70 percent of students until such accommodation
becomes available.

The education ministry issued a notice pledging to
discuss the first two demands at the upcoming
meeting, prompting students to call off the hunger
strike. [The Daily Star]
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Bangladesh: Court grants bail to 63
lawyers in court premises clash case

(Im) A Chattogram court has granted bail to 63 lawyers,
including the legal counsels of former ISKCON leader
Chinmoy Krishna Das, in a case involving clashes and
vandalism on the court premises on November 26,
2024.

The incident occurred after Chinmoy, a prominent
figure in the Hindu community and former
spokesperson of Sammilita Sanatani Jagaran Jote, was
arrested for allegedly disrespecting the national flag on
November 25, 2024, in Dhaka. His arrest had sparked
widespread protests across the country, especially
among members of ISKCON and other Hindu groups.

Additional Metropolitan Magistrate Sarker Hasan
Shahriar issued the bail order after the accused
lawyers voluntarily surrendered and sought bail. The
court required a bond of BDT 5,000 (USD 41) for each
of the 63 lawyers, out of a total of 66 accused in the
case filed by the brother of lawyer Saiful Islam Alif, who
died during the clashes.

Senior Supreme Court lawyer Subrata Chowdhury,
representing the accused, argued that the lawyers
were not involved in the clashes or vandalism and
noted that their names were not mentioned in the
murder case filed by Alif's father. The court carefully
reviewed the arguments before granting bail. [The
Daily Star]

Bangladesh: High Court seeks details on
courtrooms using iron cages

(Im) The High Court (HC) of Bangladesh has directed
the law secretary to provide a detailed list within four
weeks of courtrooms where accused individuals are
kept in iron cages during proceedings. This order was
issued after Deputy Attorney General Md Tanim Khan
informed the court that iron cages had been removed
from some courtrooms.

The directive follows a writ petition addressing the
practice of using metal cages for accused individuals in
courtrooms. The HC set February 10 for further
hearings on the matter.

In February last year, another HC bench issued a rule
asking the government to justify why metal cages
should not be replaced with traditional wooden docks
in all courtrooms across the country. The court
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emphasized the need for clarity on the issue as part of
broader efforts to ensure humane and dignified
treatment of the accused during legal proceedings.
[The Daily Star]

Bangladesh: High Court orders effective
steps to stop Dhaka’s severe air pollution

(vk) The High Court (HC) of Bangladesh has ordered
relevant authorities to take immediate and effective
steps to curb air pollution in Dhaka within seven days
and to implement nine previously issued directives.
The court also mandated a compliance report by
January 26.

The directives, initially issued in 2019 following a
petition by the Human Rights and Peace for
Bangladesh (HRPB), include measures such as covering
construction materials, sprinkling water on roads,
seizing vehicles emitting black smoke, shutting down
illegal brick kilns and unlicensed factories, and
ensuring proper waste disposal in markets. Despite
these measures, minimal action has been taken,
leaving Dhaka as one of the most polluted cities
globally. [Bss News]

Bangladesh: US tops remittance sources
in November 2024

(Im) Bangladesh Bank reported that in November 2024,
Bangladeshi migrants sent home USD 2,199.99 million
in remittances, with USD 511.96 million coming from
the United States. Dhaka district received the largest
share, USD 684.58 million, followed by Chattogram and
Sylhet divisions, which received USD 603.9 million and
USD 199.6 million, respectively.

Remittance inflows in November increased 14 percent
year-on-year and played a vital role in stabilizing the
economy amid inflation, exchange rate fluctuations,
and rising import costs. For the first five months of
fiscal year 2024-25, remittance inflows grew 26.44
percent year-on-year, totaling USD 11,137 million.

While the UAE was the largest source of remittances
during this period, the US and Saudi Arabia followed.
Other notable contributors included Malaysia, the UK,
Kuwait, and Italy. Islami Bank Bangladesh collected the
highest amount of remittances in November, reflecting
strong performance among financial institutions.
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With approximately 13 million Bangladeshi nationals
working abroad, remittances remain one of the largest
sources of foreign currency for the nation. [The Daily
Star]

Bangladesh: Commission seeks army
support for reinvestigation into 2009
massacre

(Im) The independent inquiry commission established
to reinvestigate the 2009 Pilkhana massacre has
sought the cooperation of the Bangladesh Army to
facilitate its probe. The commission, led by retired
Major General ALM Fazlur Rahman, met Chief of Army
Staff Waker-Uz-Zaman at the Army Headquarters on
January 13.

The Pilkhana massacre occurred on February 25, 2009,
when the Bangladesh Rifles (BDR) headquarters in
Pilkhana became a combat zone, with dozens of army
officers and civilians killed during a mutiny by BDR
personnel. The uprising resulted in the brutal killing of
74 people, including 57 army officers, making it one of
the deadliest incidents in the country’s history.

The commission includes notable figures such as
retired Major General Md Jahangir Kabir Talukder,
retired Brigadier General Md Saidur Rahman, former
joint secretary Munshi Alauddin Al Azad, former DIG M
Akbar Ali, and academic representatives from Dhaka
University and Jagannath University. [The Daily Star]

Bangladesh: Dismissed trainee Sls stage
protest demanding reinstatement

(Im) Dismissed trainee sub-inspectors (SIs) of the 40th
batch resumed their protests on January 13, calling for
their reinstatement after being dismissed from training
on November 4, 2024. The protesters claimed their
dismissal was "unjust" and based on trivial allegations.

The Police Academy had previously issued show-cause
notices to 313 trainees in three phases, citing
accusations of disorderly conduct in class and the field,
leading to their eventual dismissal. [The Daily Star]

Earlier protests on January 5 and 6 outside the Ministry
of Home Affairs had resulted in assurances from a
representative of the home secretary, but no visible
progress has been made, prompting the renewed
demonstration. The dismissed Sls stated they would
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continue their protest until a clear decision is
announced.

Bangladesh: 50 superintendents and 24
additional SPs transferred

(Im) A total of 50 Superintendents of Police (SPs) and
24 Additional SPs have been transferred to various
units across the country. The reshuffle reassigns
officers to key law enforcement units, including the
Dhaka Metropolitan Police, Police Headquarters,
Criminal Investigation Department, Special Branch,
Rapid Action Battalion, Chattogram Metropolitan
Police, Police Bureau of Investigation, Armed Police
Battalion, Rajshahi Metropolitan Police, Sylhet
Metropolitan Police, and Barishal Metropolitan Police.
[The Daily Star]

An SP is a senior police officer, typically in charge of
overseeing the operations and administration of a
district or large unit within the police force. The
position is roughly equivalent to the Lieutenant
Colonel rank in the Bangladesh Army. An AddI SP, a
rank below SP, is comparable to the Major in the army.
AddI SPs support the SP in managing specific units or
divisions within the police force.

Bangladesh has around 64 districts, each typically
headed by an SP. The total number of SPs usually
ranges from 100 to 120, depending on the number of
districts and organizational needs.

Bhutan: Supreme Court resolved 14 of 15
appeal cases in one of the country’s
largest legal disputes

(Im) The Supreme Court of Bhutan has resolved 14 of
the 15 appeal cases involving businessman Phajo
Nidup, concluding one of the largest legal disputes in
the country's history. The court upheld seven High
Court judgments, dismissed Nidup's appeal over
property valuation standards, and saw six appeals
withdrawn. One case remains unresolved.

The affirmed judgments involve disputes amounting to
BTN 232.49 million (USD 2.79 million). Nidup has been
ordered to pay BTN 189.41 million (USD 2.27 million) to
various parties, including financial institutions, while he
is entitled to receive BTN 49.23 million (USD 590,760)
from others. The disputes largely stemmed from
commercial bank loans and other civil matters.
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The Supreme Court's decisions were delivered over six
months in 2024, primarily from July to December,
following the High Court's review of 40 related cases.
The High Court had upheld 12 judgments, partially
reversed 27, and saw one case withdrawn.

While civil and commercial disputes have been largely
resolved, criminal charges against Nidup are still
pending. He was sentenced to 21 years in prison by a
Time Bound Bench in 2024, with 15 years and five
months being non-compoundable. He must serve this
period in prison, while the remaining sentence can be
offset by fines.

The case has also implicated 49 individuals, including
employees from banks, government agencies, and
private entities, who were convicted of offenses such
as bribery, forgery, and abuse of functions. These
include officials from institutions like the Bank of
Bhutan, Bhutan National Bank, Royal Insurance
Corporation of Bhutan, and the Royal Bhutan Police.
[Kuensel]

Bhutan: Reforms aim to strengthen
corporate governance and investor
confidence

(Im) The Corporate Regulatory Authority (CRA) has
introduced extensive reforms, revising four existing
regulations and implementing five new ones to
enhance corporate governance and boost investor
confidence in Bhutan. These changes, announced by
the Ministry of Industry, Commerce, and Employment,
aim to streamline corporate practices, improve risk
management, and facilitate access to financing for
companies.

One notable amendment is to the Regulations for
Initial Public Offering of Shares 2024, which reduces
the operational track record required for companies
seeking an initial public offering (IPO) from two years
to one. This change enables companies with ongoing
projects to opt for IPOs, provided they meet conditions
such as land acquisition and completion of 75 percent
of project construction, verified by relevant authorities.
This measure is expected to mitigate risks and build
investor confidence by ensuring issuers' readiness for
public offerings.

The CRA also revised the Regulations for Public Issue of
Corporate Bonds 2022 (revised in 2024), introducing
sovereign guarantees as an alternative to bond
guarantees. This adjustment supports green bonds for
eco-friendly projects like hydropower, reflecting
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Bhutan's commitment to environmental sustainability.
Accountability is reinforced through a new clause on
penalties, ensuring asset liquidation for bond
redemption failures and banning future issuances for
non-compliance.

Additional amendments include updates to the
Regulations for Accounting and Auditing of Companies
2024, emphasizing integrity in financial statement
preparation to enhance transparency. Revisions to the
Regulations for Corporate Governance and Corporate
Social Responsibility 2024 redefine the role of
independent directors, promoting ethical practices and
professional standards.

Among the five new regulations, the Regulations of
Winding Up of Companies 2024 prioritize stakeholder
protection during company closures. The Regulations
for Amalgamation of Companies 2024 provide a
framework for mergers and acquisitions, safeguarding
the interests of shareholders, creditors, and
employees. The Regulations for Company Secretaries
and Filing Agents 2024 establish clear roles and
responsibilities to elevate governance standards.

The Regulations on Buy-Back of Shares 2024 enable
companies to restructure capital funds while
protecting shareholder interests through transparent
decision-making. Finally, the Regulations for Investor
Protection Fund 2024 create a financial safety net for
investors in cases of fraud or market failures,
enhancing market resilience and trust. [Kuensel]

Bhutan: Trade deficit projected to narrow
to 16.1 percent of GDP, forex reserves to
rise

(Im) Bhutan's trade deficit is expected to improve
slightly, narrowing to 16.1 percent of gross domestic
product (GDP) in the fiscal year 2024-25, down from
17.7 percent in the previous fiscal year, according to
the Royal Monetary Authority (RMA). The improvement
is attributed to a projected 12.5 percent growth in non-
hydro exports, driven by manufacturing, quarrying,
and mining sectors, with exports expected to reach
BTN 41.5 billion (USD 498 million).

Hydropower export earnings, however, are forecasted
to decline marginally from BTN 16.9 billion (USD 203
million) to BTN 16.77 billion (USD 201.2 million), due to
increased domestic consumption and industrial
production. Imports are projected to grow by 5.8
percent to BTN 106.23 billion (USD 1.28 billion), driven
by higher demand for raw materials, fuel, and
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machinery linked to the implementation of Bhutan's
13th Plan.

Trade with India showed a decline in fiscal year 2023-
24, with imports decreasing by BTN 2.24 billion (USD
26.9 million) and exports by BTN 3.51 billion (USD 42.2
million). However, trade with countries outside India
improved significantly, with exports rising by 26.1
percent and imports falling by 45.6 percent.

Bhutan's tourism sector is expected to boost revenue,
supported by a revised sustainable development fee
and measures to attract remittances from overseas
residents. However, increased outward payments for
services are expected to offset these gains, leading to a
projected current account deficit of 21.5 percent of
GDP, or BTN 56.21 billion (USD 674.5 million), in 2024-
25.

Gross international reserves are forecasted to reach
USD 828.9 million by the end of 2024-25, sufficient to
cover 16 months of essential imports. [Kuensel]

Bhutan: Ngultrum reaches record low
against U.S. dollar, raising economic
challenges

(Im) Bhutan's Ngultrum depreciated to an all-time low
of BTN 84.85 against the U.S. dollar in December 2024,
marking a two percent decline over the past year. This
depreciation has intensified concerns over rising
import costs and the burden of servicing Bhutan's
convertible currency (CC) debt. Despite the challenges,
economists note potential benefits for Bhutan's export
competitiveness.

According to the Royal Monetary Authority (RMA), the
Ngultrum has depreciated by 37.67 percent against the
USD over the past decade, largely due to its peg to the
Indian Rupee (INR), which has also weakened against
the dollar. The depreciation affects Bhutan's foreign
currency debt, which stood at BTN 91.14 billion
(approximately USD 1.09 billion) as of June 2024,
representing 34.6 percent of the country's external
debt. During the same period, the value of imports
from third countries increased to BTN 6.57 billion,
while exports rose to BTN 7.1 billion, reflecting some
gains in trade.

Since 2021, the Ngultrum has remained relatively
stable within the range of BTN 74 to Nu BTN against
the USD. However, this stability masks a consistent
depreciation trend that underscores the challenges of
Bhutan's reliance on its pegged currency mechanism.
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While the weaker Ngultrum may benefit exporters, it
poses significant challenges for residents pursuing
overseas education and depletes foreign exchange
reserves, particularly with increased outbound
spending. [Kuensel]

Bhutan: Gelephu Mindfulness City
pioneers adoption of Bitcoin and digital
assets in strategic reserves

(Im) The Gelephu Mindfulness City (GMC), Bhutan's
newly established Special Administration Region (SAR),
has become one of the first jurisdictions globally to
incorporate digital assets, including Bitcoin (BTC), Ether
(ETH), and BNB, into its strategic reserves. This
initiative reflects GMC's focus on fostering innovation
and adopting advanced financial technologies.

The digital assets selected will emphasize high market
capitalization and liquidity to enable seamless
tradeability with minimal price volatility. Additionally,
the GMC will prioritize digital assets issued on secure
and mature blockchains to ensure transparency and
efficient monitoring of on-chain transactions.

This initiative follows the enactment of the Application
of Laws Act 2024 on December 26, 2024, which
established a legal framework in the GMC for
companies dealing with digital financial services.
Recognizing digital assets as part of its strategic
reserves is intended to enhance the SAR's appeal as a
hub for digital asset ecosystems, providing a
technologically progressive and regulated
environment.

In March 2025, GMC will host a high-level meeting in
Bhutan, gathering government officials and global
industry leaders to discuss the role of digital assets in
strategic reserves and to establish an international
advisory panel for digital assets in the GMC. [Kuensel]

Bhutan: USD 2.32 million wasted in public
spending in 2023-24 due to inefficiencies

(Im) The Royal Audit Authority (RAA) of Bhutan, in its
Annual Audit Report for the fiscal year 2023-24,
revealed wasteful expenditures amounting to BT)
193.564 million, equivalent to approximately USD 2.32
million, highlighting inefficiencies across various
government agencies.
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The report defined wasteful expenditures as
investments in assets or projects that fail to deliver
intended benefits, leading to significant public financial
losses. Key cases of such expenditures included the
purchase of radiotherapy equipment worth BTN
117.978 million (USD 1.41 million) by Jigme Dorji
Wangchuck National Referral Hospital, which remained
unusable due to inadequate feasibility studies and
need analyses. Similarly, a coal washery installed by
the State Mining Corporation Limited in Samtse at a
cost of BTN 40.864 million (USD 489,000) has not been
operational.

The RAA attributed these inefficiencies to poor
planning, lack of proper feasibility studies, inadequate
budgetary controls, and insufficient risk management.
It recommended comprehensive assessments, robust
feasibility studies, and strengthened monitoring
mechanisms to prevent future misuse of public funds.
[Kuensel]

Bhutan: National Reintegration
Programme sees increase in returnee
registrations

(Im) The National Reintegration Programme (NRP), part
of Bhutan's REVIVE initiative, has recorded 490
registrations, an increase from 335 in August last year,
according to the Department of Employment and
Entrepreneurship under the Ministry of Industry,
Commerce, and Employment (MolCE). This marks a
rising interest in the program, which supports
Bhutanese nationals returning from abroad by
facilitating their reintegration into the local job market.

The registered returnees comprise 279 males and 211
females. The NRP provides assistance with
employment placement, investment opportunities, and
professional reintegration. However, the program
faces challenges, including the limited capacity of the
domestic job market to absorb returnees.

During a Meet-the-Press session, MolCE Minister
Namgyal Dorji highlighted the program’s dual focus on
employment facilitation and investment exploration,
stating that returnees are being connected with the
Royal Civil Service Commission (RCSC), Druk Holding
and Investments (DHI), and other sectors. While the
civil service remains the largest employer of returnees,
the number of available contract positions will become
clearer once the current civil servant appointment
process concludes in January. [Kuensel]
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Bhutan: TikTok explores partnership
during official visit

(Im) Senior representatives from TikTok's South Asia
office visited Bhutan from January 7-9 to initiate
discussions with various agencies on potential
collaboration. Facilitated by the Bhutan Information,
Communication, and Media Authority (BICMA), the visit
aimed to understand TikTok's operational framework,
foster cooperation, and establish guidelines for
regulating Bhutanese TikTok users.

Key discussions included TikTok's multi-layered
content moderation strategy, combining Artificial
Intelligence with human review. However, the lack of
Dzongkha language experts on TikTok's moderation
team was identified as a challenge that could be
addressed in future collaborations. BICMA also
explored TikTok's potential role in supporting Bhutan's
digital transformation while maintaining a safe and
creative online environment.

Meetings with the RBP centered on combating online
crimes, including human trafficking, and promoting
responsible social media usage. The RBP and TikTok
shared a commitment to safeguarding digital spaces
and preventing platform misuse.

While neighboring Nepal has formally registered
TikTok to enforce compliance with local laws, BICMA
has not yet decided on similar measures for Bhutan.
[Kuensel]

Bhutan: Khorlochhu hydropower project
advances with contracts worth USD 201.6
million

(Im) The 600 MW Khorlochhu Hydro Power Limited
(KHPL), a joint venture between Bhutan's Druk Green
Power Corporation (DGPC) and India's Tata Power
Company Limited (TPC), has moved forward with key
contracts worth BTN 16.8 billion (USD 201.6 million) for
dam and powerhouse construction. The agreements
were signed with Jaiprakash Associates Limited (JAL)
and Construction Development Corporation Limited
(CDCL) during the project's first extraordinary general
meeting in Trashiyangtse.

JAL secured the BTN 9.7 billion (USD 116.4 million)
contract for dam construction, while the BTN 4.99
billion (USD 59.9 million) powerhouse contract was
shared between JAL and CDCL, with CDCL undertaking
20 percent of the work, valued at BTN 1.2 billion (USD
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14.4 million). Additionally, the State Mining
Corporation of Bhutan was awarded a BTN 873 million
(USD 10.5 million) contract for supplying aggregates
and crushed sand.

The project is set for commissioning by 2029, with an
estimated completion cost of BTN 69 billion (USD 828
million). It is expected to generate approximately 2,524
MU annually, with Bhutan utilizing most of the energy
during winter and exporting surplus summer energy to
Tata Power Trading Company Limited.

The Khorlochhu project supports Bhutan's vision of
expanding its renewable energy capacity to 15,000 MW
of hydropower and 5,000 MW of solar power by 2040.
DGPC and TPC have also initiated consultations for the
1,125 MW Dorjilung hydropower project. [Kuensel]

Bhutan: Crime rate drops by 8.5 percent in
2024, substance abuse, domestic violence
remain focal concerns

(Im) Bhutan recorded a significant 8.5 percent
reduction in its crime rate in 2024, with 2,153 criminal
cases reported compared to 2,352 in 2023, according
to the Royal Bhutan Police (RBP). Substance abuse,
battery, domestic violence, larceny, and narcotics-
related offenses were the most prevalent crimes.

Substance abuse cases decreased to 1,512, a drop of
59 incidents, while larceny cases fell to 259 from 287 in
the previous year. Similarly, narcotics trafficking cases,
including cannabis, declined from 322 to 243.
However, incidents of battery rose to 519 from 491,
and domestic violence cases increased slightly from
415 to 428.

The Deputy Chief of Police, Colonel Passang Dorjj,
attributed the rise in some offenses to improved
reporting due to heightened public awareness,
particularly regarding domestic violence and battery.
Collaborative efforts between the RBP, The PEMA
Secretariat, the National Commission for Women and
Children, and other organizations have encouraged
victims to come forward. [Kuensel]

India: Prime Minister Modi offers no
timeline on restoration of Jammu and
Kashmir statehood
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(Im) During his visit to Jammu and Kashmir on January
13, 2025, Prime Minister Narendra Modi inaugurated
the Z-Morh tunnel, a significant infrastructure project
aimed at enhancing connectivity in the region. When
questioned about the timeline for restoring statehood
to Jammu and Kashmir, Modi stated that "right things
will happen at the right time," without providing a
specific timeframe.

The region has remained under central administration
since the revocation of its special status in 2019, a
move that stripped it of its autonomy and reorganized
it into two federally governed union territories: Jammu
and Kashmir, and Ladakh.

In the 2024 Jammu and Kashmir Legislative Assembly
elections, held in September and October last year, the
National Conference (NC) emerged as the largest party,
securing 42 out of 90 seats. Omar Abdullah of the NC
was subsequently appointed as the Chief Minister.
Despite the formation of a new government, the region
continues to be administered as a Union Territory, with
significant legislative powers retained by the central
government.

Against the backdrop of Modi's remarks, Chief Minister
Omar Abdullah has emphasized the importance of
restoring statehood, stating that it is crucial for
meeting the aspirations of the people of Jammu and
Kashmir. He has urged the central government to
honor its previous commitments regarding this matter.
[The Hindu]

India: Uttarakhand to implement Uniform
Civil Code by end of January

(Im) Uttarakhand is on the verge of becoming the first
Indian state to implement a Uniform Civil Code (UCC),
with Chief Minister Pushkar Singh Dhami affirming that
the legislation will be operational by the end of
January. The development has drawn national
attention as it is expected to serve as a template for
similar laws in other states ruled by Prime Minister
Modi's Hindu nationalist Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP).

To facilitate implementation, the state has initiated
training programs for registrars and sub-registrars
across all blocks. Additionally, an online portal and
mobile application have been developed to streamline
the registration of civil matters such as marriages,
divorces, live-in relationships, births, and deaths.

The Shatrughan Singh Committee, which was tasked
with framing the rules after the bill's passage in the
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Uttarakhand Assembly, submitted a comprehensive
400-page report detailing recommendations. These
include the introduction of time-bound judicial
processes, such as a 15-day window to determine
spousal income in divorce cases, online registration for
legal heirs, and guidelines for resolving child custody
disputes and succession matters.

However, the process has not been without
controversy. Critics have questioned the practicality of
some recommendations, including strict timelines for
judicial processes. The opposition has also criticized
the government for a lack of transparency, alleging
that the Shatrughan Singh panel's report has not been
shared for wider consultation in the legislature.
[Deccan Herald]

India: Supreme Court backs consolidation
of Mathura temple-mosque land suits

(ad) The Supreme Court of India upheld a judicial order
consolidating multiple lawsuits concerning the Shri
Krishna Janmabhoomi-Shahi Eidgah Mosque land
dispute in Mathura, emphasizing that the move
facilitates streamlined adjudication and minimizes
contradictory rulings. A bench led by Chief Justice of
India Sanjiv Khanna highlighted that procedural
challenges were unnecessary, especially as the
broader question of the Places of Worship (Special
Provisions) Act, 1991, remains under examination.

The dispute revolves around the 13.37-acre land where
the Shahi Eidgah Mosque is situated adjacent to the
Krishna Janmabhoomi Temple. Hindu plaintiffs seek to
annul a 1968 compromise that allowed the mosque to
remain on the land. In December 2023, the Allahabad
High Court ordered a survey of the mosque premises
based on claims that evidence of a Hindu temple might
exist. However, the Supreme Court stayed the survey
in January 2024, calling the request vague and legally
significant.

The ongoing case is also intertwined with the 1991
Places of Worship Act, which preserves the religious
character of places as they existed on August 15, 1947,
barring the Ram Janmabhoomi-Babri Masjid dispute.
Hindu petitioners argue that the Act hinders redress
for historical wrongs, while Muslim groups warn that
repealing it could undermine secularism and
communal harmony.

The Supreme Court's decision to consolidate the
Mathura cases aligns with its broader directive from
December 2024, restricting lower courts from
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entertaining new suits or ordering mosque surveys
related to historical temple sites. The Union
government has been directed to clarify its stance on
the 1991 Act by February 17, as the constitutional
challenge to the Act gains momentum.

The matter has been adjourned for further hearing in
April. [Hindustan Times]

India: Budget 2025 to simplify income tax
filing rules

(ad) India is set to simplify its income tax filing rules in
the 2025 Budget to ease compliance for taxpayers and
address disputes amounting to over INR 10.5 trillion
(USD 123 billion) over the past decade. A revised
version of the Income-tax Act of 1961 will be released
for public consultation in mid-January, with the
finalized legislation expected in February. Proposed
changes include replacing complex income
computation methods with formulas, introducing
tabular formats for clarity, and reducing the number of
additional forms required for filing, all of which will be
made accessible online.

The reform will not affect tax rates or policies but aims
to create a more taxpayer-friendly system by
streamlining definitions, such as consolidating
assessment and financial years. Finance Minister
Nirmala Sitharaman announced in July 2024 that the
government would complete a comprehensive review
of tax legislation to modernize procedures and
improve compliance. [The Economics Times]

India: Opposition AAP accuses BJP of
settling migrants, endangering border
security

(Im) Aam Aadmi Party (AAP) MP Sanjay Singh accused
the ruling Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) of facilitating the
settlement of Bangladeshi and Rohingya migrants
across India for electoral gains. Singh held Union Home
Minister Amit Shah responsible, emphasizing that
border security falls under the Centre's jurisdiction.

Singh questioned how migrants crossed borders in
states like West Bengal, Assam, and Tripura to reach
Delhi and demanded accountability for deportation
efforts. He also alleged that former Bangladesh Prime
Minister Sheikh Hasina, ousted during mass protests in
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August last year, was sheltered in India and called for
transparency on her status.

This follows BJP accusations against AAP MLA
Mohinder Goyal for alleged involvement in aiding
Bangladeshi immigrants with documents like Aadhaar
and voter ID cards. BJP leaders, including Smriti Irani,
claimed evidence links Goyal and another AAP MLA, Jai
Bhagwan, to a syndicate facilitating illegal immigrants.
Goyal has denied the allegations and plans to file
defamation cases. [The Hindu]

India: States directed to ensure
compliance with Forest Rights Act in tiger
reserves

(Im) The Ministry of Tribal Affairs has instructed state
governments to establish mechanisms ensuring
compliance with the Forest Rights Act (FRA) to protect
forest-dwelling communities from unlawful evictions,
particularly those in tiger reserves. The directive,
issued on January 10, follows complaints from several
villages in Madhya Pradesh, Maharashtra, and West
Bengal about being pressured to vacate their
traditional lands without due recognition of their rights
under the FRA and Wildlife Protection Act.

The ministry has requested detailed reports from state
tribal development and forest departments, including
the names and number of villages located in tiger
reserves, the communities residing there, the status of
forest rights claims, and the processes used for
obtaining consent and compensation.

The FRA explicitly mandates the protection of forest-
dwelling communities by legally recognizing their rights
and safeguarding against unlawful evictions. Section
4(2) of the Act requires the written, informed consent
of gram sabhas for any relocation and stipulates
settlement rights in proposed resettlement areas.

The issue gained prominence in June 2024 when the
National Tiger Conservation Authority (NTCA) asked
states to provide timelines for relocating 591 villages
within tiger reserves. Rights groups criticized the move,
arguing that relocation should remain voluntary. In
response, the Ministry of Tribal Affairs emphasized
that any resettlement must adhere to FRA provisions,
ensuring informed participation and consent.

The NTCA clarified its stance, stating that any
allegations of forced evictions are referred to the
respective states for action. It reiterated that relocation
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efforts should align with existing laws and remain
voluntary. [The Indian Express]

India: Union demands labor rights for sex
workers

(Im) The Durbar Mahila Samanway Committee (DMSC),
a prominent sex workers' collective in West Bengal
state, has called for labor rights and the
decriminalization of sex work in India. During a
strategy meeting on January 12, DMSC highlighted
Belgium'’s recent legislation, which grants sex workers
employment rights, health benefits, and legal
protections, as a potential model for reform in India.

Belgium's groundbreaking law, passed in December
2024, provides sex workers with labor protections such
as contracts, health insurance, and unemployment
benefits, alongside safeguards like emergency panic
buttons and background checks on employers.
However, panelists acknowledged challenges in
replicating such measures in India, where the scale of
the sex work industry is significantly larger, involving
millions of workers.

Experts emphasized the need to first achieve legal
recognition of sex work as a valid profession in India.
This step, they argued, is essential for sex workers to
access benefits under existing labor laws. Discussions
also touched on destigmatizing the profession,
integrating sex work into educational discourse, and
addressing power dynamics between sex workers and
third parties. [The Hindu]

India: Rat-hole coal mine collapse in
Assam brings illegal mining practices
under scrutiny again

(Im) A recent rat-hole coal mine collapse in Assam
state’s Dima Hasao district has brought illegal mining
practices under scrutiny again, as rescue operations
continue to recover miners trapped since January 6. So
far, four bodies have been recovered, and five miners
remain missing, with slim chances of survival. Rescue
efforts by the Indian Army and National Disaster
Response Force (NDRF) have been complicated by the
remote location and flooded conditions of the
abandoned mine. [Firstpost]

The mine, previously operated by the Assam Mineral
Development Corporation, was officially closed 12
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years ago. However, illegal mining activity resumed at
the site, leading to this tragedy. Authorities have
arrested two individuals, including the mine operators,
in connection with the incident. Assam Chief Minister
Himanta Biswa Sarma clarified that while the mine was
legally abandoned, the ongoing operations were
unauthorized.

The incident underscores the broader issue of rat-hole
mining, a hazardous and illegal practice that continues
despite a 2014 ban imposed by the National Green
Tribunal (NGT). These mines, characterized by narrow,
manually-dug tunnels, have been a recurring source of
fatalities in India’s northeastern states. Similar
disasters in Meghalaya (2018) and Nagaland (2024)
have resulted in numerous deaths, highlighting the
risks to miners and the environment.

The Supreme Court previously upheld the NGT's ban,
emphasizing that rat-hole mining is neither beneficial
for local communities nor environmentally sustainable.
In its 2019 judgment, the Court noted that demand
from industries and insufficient enforcement allowed
the practice to persist. It ordered Meghalaya to deposit
INR 1 billion (approximately USD 12 million) for
environmental restoration and mandated stricter
regulation under the Mines and Minerals
(Development and Regulation) Act and other laws.
[BBC]

Despite these measures, the latest tragedy
demonstrates a persistent gap in enforcement. A six-
year-old Supreme Court query on the collusion of
officials in allowing illegal mining remains unanswered,
reflecting systemic issues in accountability. The court
had highlighted the role of officials in enabling illegal
operations, questioning how such mining could occur
without their complicity. [The Hindu]

India: 18-year old Dalit woman alleges
years of sexual abuse by 64 men in Kerala
state

(Im) An 18-year-old Dalit woman in Kerala has accused
64 men, including neighbors, sports coaches, and her
father's friends, of sexually abusing her since the age
of 13. Police have arrested 28 suspects so far, with
investigations ongoing. The accused, aged between 17
and 47, allegedly exploited her through blackmail,
explicit photos, and videos.

The abuse reportedly began with a neighbor who
molested her and escalated into gang rapes over five
years. Authorities uncovered the case after
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government counselors visited her home under a
welfare scheme. The woman disclosed her ordeal
during counseling, prompting legal action under
multiple Indian laws, including the Protection of
Children from Sexual Offences Act and the Scheduled
Castes and Scheduled Tribes (Prevention of Atrocities)
Act.

As of January 14, police have arrested 42 suspects and
filed at least 29 cases, with additional charges
anticipated. Investigators are analyzing phone records
to identify more suspects. The woman, currently under
protection at a shelter, is expected to provide further
testimony. [BBC] [The Indian Express]

India: New head for space research
organisation appointed

(rsv) The Indian government has appointed V
Narayanan as the new chairman of the Indian Space
Research Organisation (ISRO) and secretary of the
Department of Space. He started his role on January
14, following the end of S Somanath's tenure.
Narayanan will serve as chairman for two years. [Times
of India]

India: Security forces intensify operations
against Maoist rebels in central
Chhattisgarh state

(rsv/Im) Indian security forces have intensified their
anti-Maoist operations in Chhattisgarh's conflict-ridden
"Red Corridor" in the first days of 2025.

On January 14, five Maoist rebels, including three men
and two women, were killed during a gunfight in the
forests of Bijapur district. Security forces recovered a
grenade launcher and rifles from the site. On the same
day, a homemade landmine blast in Bijapur injured
two policemen. [The Daily Star]

This follows a January 9 operation in Sukma district,
where three suspected Maoists were killed by joint
forces, including the District Reserve Guard, Special
Task Force, and the Central Reserve Police Force's
specialized Commando Battalion for Resolute Action.
The gunfight occurred along the border of Sukma and
Bijapur during an anti-Maoist operation. [Scroll.in]

Earlier, on January 6, Maoist rebels carried out a
roadside bomb attack in Bijapur, killing eight
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policemen and their driver. The ambush targeted a
police vehicle returning from an anti-Maoist operation
that had claimed four rebels and a police officer. This
attack was the deadliest on security forces in two
years. [Al Jazeera]

The Maoist insurgency, or Naxalite movement, seeks
greater land rights for marginalized indigenous
communities and has claimed over 10,000 lives. The
conflict has centered in resource-rich regions of central
India. In 2024, government forces intensified efforts,
killing 287 rebels, arresting 1,000, and facilitating the
surrender of 837 insurgents.

Interior Minister Amit Shah has pledged to end the
rebellion by 2026, citing significant reductions in the
insurgency's influence. Authorities are also investing in
infrastructure and social initiatives to undermine rebel
support in affected regions.

India: Military grounds Advanced Light
Helicopter fleet following fatal crash

(Im) India's military has grounded its entire fleet of
Advanced Light Helicopters (ALH), totaling 330 units
across the Air Force, Army, Navy, and Coast Guard,
following a fatal crash on January 5 in Gujarat's
Porbandar that claimed the lives of three Coast Guard
personnel. The manufacturer, Hindustan Aeronautics
Limited (HAL), has instructed operators to cease flights
until the crash's root cause is identified and necessary
remedial measures are implemented.

Preliminary analysis of flight data suggests the pilots
lost control of the helicopter seconds before the crash.
HAL is investigating the incident, and a report will
determine the next steps for the fleet's safety.

This grounding marks the second major issue with ALH
helicopters in 15 months. A similar grounding occurred
in October 2023 after a crash in Arunachal Pradesh
killed five Army personnel. Subsequent checks
revealed mechanical stress points, leading to the
replacement of critical components in 2024 to enhance
airworthiness.

The ALH, in service since 2002, is a vital asset for
India's armed forces, used for missions such as search
and rescue, medical evacuation, troop transport, and
anti-submarine warfare. However, recent crashes,
including a September 2024 incident that killed three
Coast Guard personnel, have raised safety concerns.
[The Tribune]
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India: DRDO calls for foreign partnership
to develop sixth-generation aero-engine

(ad) The Defense Research and Development
Organisation (DRDO) has emphasized the necessity of
co-developing a sixth-generation aero-engine with a
foreign partner to meet future defense needs. DRDO
Chairman Samir V. Kamat highlighted India’s current
limitations, noting that only 5 percent of the defense
budget is allocated to research and development, far
below the recommended 15 percent. Developing such
an engine is estimated to require an investment of
USD 4-5 billion.

This announcement follows Prime Minister Narendra
Modi's 2023 visit to Paris, during which a co-
development initiative with France for a 110KN engine
for India’s Advanced Medium Combat Aircraft (AMCA)
was announced. However, critical issues, including
specifications and operational modalities, remain
under discussion.

Kamat pointed to India’s need for advanced
technologies such as single-crystal blades, ceramic
matrix composites, and high-altitude testing facilities
to build a competitive sixth-generation engine. These
technologies are critical as the country moves beyond
its fourth-generation engine capabilities demonstrated
in indigenous fighter aircraft.

India's prior attempts to develop a domestic jet engine
under the 'Kaveri' project, initiated in 1989, ended
unsuccessfully after an expenditure of approximately
USD 250 million and the development of several
prototype engines. However, the General Electric (GE)
F-414 engine deal, secured by Hindustan Aeronautics
Ltd. (HAL), has provided access to operational engine
manufacturing technologies.

The F-414 engine is designated for use in the LCA-MK2
fighter jets and the AMCA's initial phase, with the MK2
variant intended to feature the co-developed engine.
Meanwhile, DRDO and the Aeronautical Development
Agency (ADA) have identified the need to enhance
domestic production capacity for fighter jets, currently
limited to 16 aircraft annually, to meet the Indian Air
Force's demands.

Indian Air Force Chief Air Chief Marshal A.P. Singh
added that delayed R&D projects erode relevance and
called for a greater acceptance of risks and failures
inherent to innovation. The absence of timely delivery,
including the first 40 LCA jets, underscores this
challenge. [The Hindu]
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India: Police apprehend student linked to
Delhi school bomb threat hoaxes

(ad) Delhi Police have identified and apprehended a
student suspected of being part of a group responsible
for sending multiple bomb threat emails to schools in
the capital. The threats targeted 16 schools, warning of
"massive and highly dangerous explosives" on the
premises.

The investigation revealed that the student and his
alleged accomplices, all from the same private school,
used Gmail accounts and VPNs to send the hoax
emails over several months. Police traced the emails
through technical surveillance, leading to the
apprehension of the suspect. During questioning, the
student reportedly admitted his involvement and
provided details implicating others. [The Indian
Express]

India: Army chief highlights ongoing
violence in Manipur, efforts to restore
peace

(Im) Army Chief General Upendra Dwivedi stated that
synergized efforts by security forces and government
initiatives have brought the situation in Manipur state
under control, though cyclic violence persists. Speaking
at the Annual Press Conference in New Delhi on
January 13, he emphasized enhanced surveillance and
progress in border fencing along Myanmar to curb
unrest.

Manipur accounted for 77 percent of violent incidents
in northeastern India in 2023, as noted in the Ministry
of Home Affairs' 2023-24 report. Ethnic violence that
began on May 3, 2023, has claimed over 250 lives, with
3,023 First Information Reports registered within the
initial three months, involving cases of rape, murder,
loot, and arson.

The State’s Governor, Ajay Kumar Bhalla, has
recommended stricter legal measures, such as
invoking the National Security Act of 1980, which
allows for detention without trial, to address the
ongoing violence. [The Hindu]

Maldives: MP Ziyad unknowingly
registered to PNC amid rising cases of
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unauthorized party transfers

Vaikaradhoo MP Hussain Ziyad, also known as Fitte,
recently discovered that he had been unknowingly
registered to the ruling People’s National Congress
(PNC) after previously being a member of the
Maldivian Democratic Party (MDP). Ziyad, who serves
as MDP's Deputy Parliamentary Group Leader,
expressed concern about the situation, as he was
unaware of the party switch. This came to light after he
learned that around 50 forms, including those of key
campaign personnel, had been submitted to the
Election Commission (EC), registering them all under
PNC without their consent.

Ziyad did not receive any notification from the EC
about the change and suspects an error in the
registration process, such as an incorrect phone
number being entered. Under the Maldivian
Constitution, a parliament member loses their seat if
they change political parties or are expelled, which has
raised concerns about potential misuse of the process
to force MPs out of their positions. Ziyad has already
raised the issue with the EC and plans to retrieve the
form to file a police case against those responsible for
the unauthorized registration. [the edition 1]

This incident highlights a broader issue, as the EC has
received 300 complaints over the last six months
regarding unauthorized political party registrations
and transfers. These cases involve individuals being
added to parties or having their political affiliations
changed without their knowledge or consent. The EC
has taken action by imposing fines on parties involved,
such as the Jumhooree Party, Maldives National Party
(MNP), and Adhaalath Party. This surge in
unauthorized transfers comes amid the rapid growth
of PNC's membership, which has risen from 3,000 to
60,000 members. Although allegations of unauthorized
transfers to PNC have been made, particularly from
MDP members, PNC denies these claims. Critics have
called for criminal investigations, citing concerns over
forgery and misuse of personal information, but the
EC's response has been limited to administrative
penalties. Investigations are still ongoing. [the edition
2]

Maldives: High Court orders review of
dismissed case against former Vice
President Jihad

(Im) The High Court has ruled that the Criminal Court's
dismissal of the case against former Vice President
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Abdullah Jihad was legally flawed and has ordered the
trial to proceed. Jihad, who currently serves as the
chairman of the Maldives International Financial
Service Authority, is accused of acting against state
interests when he signed the 2013 Fushidhiggaru
lagoon agreement as finance minister. The agreement
allegedly granted development rights that favored
private entities over potential national benefits. [the
edition 1]

Jihad, who recently returned to the Maldives, was
summoned to the High Court under police custody to
provide necessary documents for the state's appeal.
During the hearing, Jihad requested additional time to
hire a lawyer, stating he was unaware of the case.
However, the court denied his plea, citing a 14-day
legal timeframe for resolving such cases. Despite his
requests, the hearing proceeded, and Jihad later
attended the verdict hearing with legal counsel. [the
edition 2]

The state's appeal challenges the Criminal Court's
earlier dismissal, which was based on investigative
deficiencies, including the lack of notice to Jihad about
the reopening of the investigation and questions
surrounding the authenticity of former Vice President
Ahmed Adeeb's statement used as evidence. The High
Court ruled that these claims did not constitute valid
grounds for dismissal and found the lower court's
decision contrary to legal principles.

The case, initially delayed due to Jihad's absence
abroad, had faced procedural setbacks before the High
Court accepted the appeal, citing uncontrollable
circumstances. The three-judge panel has now
unanimously directed the Criminal Court to continue
the trial.

Maldives: Parliament schedules two
extraordinary sittings ahead of new
session

(Im) President Dr. Mohamed Muizzu will deliver the
Presidential Address on February 6, marking the
beginning of the new parliamentary session. Following
the address, as per parliamentary regulations, the
minority leader is required to prepare and submit a
response. [the edition 1]

While the new session officially begins in February, the
Maldives Parliament has scheduled two extraordinary
sittings for January 16 and 20. These sittings aim to
address pressing matters, including appointments to
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key independent commissions, within the legally
mandated 60-day timeframe.

During the first sitting, Parliament will forward
nominations for the Human Rights Commission of
Maldives' Vice President and two members of the Anti-
Corruption Commission to the relevant committee.
Additionally, parliamentary votes will be conducted on
committee decisions regarding appointments to the
Elections Commission and Broadcasting Commission,
as well as on approving recent changes to the Cabinet
of Ministers. [the edition 2] [the edition 3]

Maldives: MDP plans January 31 rally,
welcomes back members amid political
shifts

(Im) The main opposition Maldivian Democratic Party
(MDP) has announced a major rally on January 31 as
part of its "In Defense of the Constitution" campaign,
approved during a recent National Council meeting.
The initiative was launched in response to the ruling
People's National Congress (PNC) using its
parliamentary supermajority to pass multiple
constitutional amendments in a single day, drawing
widespread criticism. The upcoming rally follows a
similar event held last month at the Carnival area,
signaling MDP's persistent opposition to government
actions. [the edition 1]

As part of its broader strategy to consolidate support,
the MDP has decided to lift disciplinary measures
against several members, allowing a broader base to
participate in its activities as an opposition party. This
decision includes lifting actions against former party
chairperson Moosa Manik (Reeko Moosa) and former
parliamentary group leader Ali Azim, both of whom
were previously expelled for violating the party's whip.
Moosa, expelled in 2014, rejoined MDP in 2023 but had
remained barred from contesting for party positions.
Following the lifting of restrictions, Azim has also
rejoined the party. [the edition 2]

These developments come alongside high-profile
defections from The Democrats back to the MDP.
Prominent figures such as Hassan Latheef, former
President of The Democrats, as well as former STO
Managing Director Hussain Amru, ex-MDP Deputy
President Mohamed Shifaz, and former Central
Henveiru MP Ali Azim, have returned to MDP. This
wave of defections follows The Democrats’ poor
performance in the most recent elections, where they
secured only two parliamentary seats. [the edition 3]
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In light of these results and recent defections, the
party faces challenges to its political relevance.
However, at a recent press conference, party leaders
affirmed their resilience and expressed no animosity
toward those who left. [the edition 4]

Maldives: State of State for Defense Muaz
appointed as Secretary General of ruling
PNC

(Im) Minister of State for Defense Muaz Haleem has
been appointed as the Secretary General (SG) of the
ruling People's National Congress (PNC), succeeding
Zeenaaz Adnan, the wife of Local Governance Minister
Adam Shareef, whose term ended on December 31.
The position had remained vacant for 13 days until
Muaz's appointment on January 13. [the edition]

Maldives: Dissolution of housing ministry
may lead to staff dismissals

(Im) The Civil Service Commission (CSC) has informed
employees of the dissolved Ministry of Housing, Land,
and Urban Development that some staff may face
dismissals following its merger into the newly formed
Ministry of Construction, Housing, and Infrastructure.

The merger, announced by President Dr. Mohamed
Muizzu on December 26, aims to streamline
administrative structures, with relevant staff being
reassigned to the Construction Ministry and Finance
Ministry based on revised mandates. Transfers will
depend on the number of available slots, with merit-
based selection under Article 225(b) of the Civil Service
Regulations.

The decision follows a major fire incident on December
12 that destroyed the Housing Ministry's building,
leading to temporary operations at Dharubaaruge
before the merger was finalized. [the edition]

Maldives: State appeals acquittal of ex-
Chief of Defence Force Ahmed Shiyam

(Im) The Prosecutor General's Office has appealed the
Criminal Court's decision to acquit former Chief of
Defence Force Ahmed Shiyam of charges of abusing
his official position. Shiyam, who served during former
President Abdulla Yameen's administration, was
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accused of misusing Maldives National Defence Force
(MNDF) resources by housing his father in a VIP
building and assigning an MNDF officer to manage his
affairs.

The Criminal Court ruled last year that Shiyam was not
guilty, citing insufficient evidence. While the Anti-
Corruption Commission (ACC) had initially investigated
the case and forwarded it for prosecution in 2020, it
had also previously determined that the evidence was
inadequate for legal action.

The High Court has yet to decide whether to accept the
appeal filed late last month. [the edition]

Maldives: Investigation into Customs
officers' USD 26 million bribery case
continues

(Im) Police are investigating allegations of bribery and
fraud involving the circulation of MVR 400 million (USD
26 million) through the accounts of several Maldives
Customs Service officers. The investigation, initiated in
August 2024, centers on irregularities in import duty
collections. While three Customs officers are currently
under investigation, sources suggest that as many as
20 may be implicated.

The Maldives Police Service confirmed that the case
involves allegations of money laundering, fraud, and
bribery but stated that the investigation is ongoing,
with no requests for prosecution made yet. Maldives
Customs Service has denied claims circulating on social
media that the officers involved were allowed to retire
honorably, affirming that none of the suspected
individuals have retired.

The case has also been escalated to Parliament's 241
Committee, which has held confidential meetings and
questioned government agency leaders. Deputy
Speaker Ahmed Nazim previously criticized negligence
within Customs and expressed skepticism about
relying solely on uniformed bodies to address systemic
issues. He also promised to propose comprehensive
solutions for challenges like drug smuggling once the
committee concludes its investigations. [the edition 1]
[the edition 2] [the edition 3]

Maldives: Over USD 1.07 million in unpaid
drug-related fines
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(Im) The Maldives Inland Revenue Authority (MIRA)
disclosed that over MVR 16.5 million (USD 1.07 million)
in fines related to drug trafficking cases remain unpaid
to the state as of November 2024. This figure emerged
in response to a Right to Information request filed by
Mihaaru News.

MIRA clarified that while 184 drug trafficking cases with
unpaid fines have been recorded since October 2017,
the total amount of fines levied in such cases remains
unknown, as records are not categorized by offense

type.

To address unpaid fines, MIRA routinely issues
reminders to the individuals concerned. If these
notices are ignored and no appeals are pursued, the
cases are referred to the Attorney General's Office for
civil proceedings to recover the amounts owed.

In contrast, the state collected MVR 2.8 million (USD
182,000) in fines from other criminal cases last year.
[the edition]

Maldives: Amendment proposed to ensure
uniform utility and internet services in
households

(Im) North Galolhu MP Mohamed Ibrahim has
proposed an amendment to the Consumer Protection
Act requiring water, electricity, sewerage, and internet
services to be provided uniformly across all parts of
households and buildings. The proposed amendment
mandates that service providers, including private,
public, and state-owned companies, ensure consistent
rates, efficiency, and access throughout a building
without charging additional fees.

The amendment allows consumers to seek
compensation through the courts if providers fail to
comply. The initiative addresses longstanding
complaints of low-pressure water supply, power
issues, and patchy internet access in certain areas or
floors of buildings.

The MP highlighted the monopolistic nature of utility
services and limited competition among internet
providers as key reasons for the amendment, aiming
to reduce additional costs and ensure equitable access
for all residents within a household. [the edition]
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Maldives: Police forward case against
Mash'ar Tours for leaving Umrah pilgrims
stranded

(Im) The Maldives Police Service has forwarded a case
against Mash'ar Tours, a travel agency accused of
leaving 50 pilgrims stranded in Mecca during last
Ramadan, to the Prosecutor General's Office for
pressing charges. The agency is under investigation for
three cases of fraud and deception, with one case
already submitted and discussions ongoing for the
other two.

Mash'ar Tours, formed by Al Mash'ar Private,
previously operated as Al Mash'ar Hajj and Umrah,
which had its license revoked in 2023 for similar
misconduct. The agency's director, Ali Farish, allegedly
left 138 pilgrims stranded in 2023 due to unpaid ticket
dues. In 2024, Mash'ar Tours resumed operations
despite being unregistered with the Tourism Ministry.

In a related incident, Al Hijra Travel and Tours is under
scrutiny for failing to arrange return travel for another
group of pilgrims currently stranded in Saudi Arabia.
The Ministry of Islamic Affairs has pledged to bring the
pilgrims back at government expense and take action
against the responsible parties. [the edition]

Maldives: High Court rules wrongful
release of terrorism suspect Hoodh
Mohamed Zahir

(Im) The High Court has ruled that the release of
Hoodh Mohamed Zahir, who faces five terrorism
charges, was procedurally improper. Arrested in 2022
following an international operation involving the FBI
and European authorities, Hoodh is accused of
promoting IS propaganda, inciting terrorist acts, and
supporting a terrorist organization. If convicted, he
could face up to 53 years in prison.

Initially remanded until the trial's conclusion under the
Terrorism Act, Hoodh's detention was later suspended
twice by the Criminal Court under the Criminal
Procedures Act—a move the High Court deemed
incorrect, emphasizing that terrorism-related cases
must follow the Terrorism Act.

The charges against Hoodh include promoting and
disseminating terrorist materials online, membership
in a terrorist organization, and possession of related
content. Authorities allege he incited violence through
encrypted messaging platforms, targeting European
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leaders and citizens. Hoodh denies all charges,
claiming the material found was for personal
knowledge and not intended for terrorism. The case
continues in the Criminal Court. [the edition]

Maldives: Correctional Service denies
reduction in basic services for inmates

The Maldives Correctional Service has refuted social
media claims that basic services for inmates at
Maafushi Prison have been reduced. In a statement
posted on X (formerly Twitter), the service clarified that
while some prison rules have been amended to
enhance safety and security, no essential services or
benefits for inmates have been cut.

Corrections also addressed reports of a hunger strike
among inmates, stating that while some detainees opt
to consume commercially purchased or personal food
supplies instead of prison-provided meals, no inmate's
health has deteriorated to a degree requiring special
treatment or hospital admission.

This response follows social media posts and a video
showing an inmate being transported on a stretcher,
which raised concerns about the health conditions in
the prison. [the edition]

Maldives: Renewable energy expansion
and urgent electricity upgrades prioritized

The Maldives has made notable progress in its
renewable energy transition, increasing its capacity by
17 MW over the past year, from 53 MW to 70 MW,
according to Environment Minister Thoriq Ibrahim.
Speaking at the 15th International Renewable Energy
Agency Assembly in Abu Dhabi, Minister Thoriq also
announced that 170 MW of renewable energy projects
are under development, contributing to President Dr.
Mohamed Muizzu's goal of generating 33 percent of
the country’s energy from renewable sources by 2028.
[the edition 1]

Meanwhile, Fenaka Corporation, a state-owned utility
provider responsible for electricity, water, and
sewerage in outer islands, has identified 35 islands
facing critical electricity challenges, with frequent
outages and inadequate power generation to meet
demand, particularly in hot weather. Deputy Managing
Director Mohamed AbdulKareem stated that over 30
islands require repairs before Ramadan, aligning with
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President Muizzu's pledge to prioritize power
improvements in affected areas.

Efforts are underway to install new generators on
these islands in collaboration with Fenaka, STELCO
(State Electric Company Limited, which oversees
electricity supply in urban centers like Malé), and MTCC
(Maldives Transport and Contracting Company, a
major infrastructure development firm). [the edition 2]

Maldives: Government to disburse USD
32.5 million to local contractors this week

(Im) President Dr. Mohamed Muizzu has announced
the disbursement of over MVR 500 million (USD 32.5
million) to local contractors this week. This initiative
will primarily benefit small and medium enterprises
(SMEs) that are owed payments for contracted work,
addressing long-standing issues of delayed payments.
During his visit to Gaafu Dhaalu and Gaafu Alif atolls,
President Muizzu acknowledged significant unpaid
debts from companies such as Fenaka, RDC, and
MTCC.

This follows the government's earlier disbursement of
MVR 6.6 billion (USD 429 million) in November 2024,
which cleared overdue bills for amounts under MVR 5
million (USD 324,000) that had been unpaid for more
than two weeks. [the edition 1]

In addition to his economic commitments, President
Muizzu has pledged to eradicate corruption within the
Maldives Industrial Fisheries Company (MIFCO), the
state-owned fisheries enterprise. During the same visit
to Gaafu Dhaalu and Gaafu Alif atolls, he emphasized
the government's focus on reforming MIFCO to reduce
wasteful expenditures and improve operations.

To support this reform agenda, President Muizzu
appointed Dr. Vitaliy Lyubimov, a Swiss strategic crisis
management expert with over two decades of
experience, as MIFCO's CEO—the first foreigner to take
on this role.

Further supporting the fisheries sector, the
government is expanding cold storage capacity and
streamlining payments to ensure that fishermen
receive compensation within 48 hours of selling their
catch. Additionally, a fish processing factory will be
established in Fiyoari, Gaafu Dhaalu, as part of a
broader initiative to modernize and strengthen the
fisheries sector, ultimately benefiting the local
economy. [the edition 2]
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Maldives: President Muizzu proposes cost-
cutting measures for local councils

(Im) President Dr. Mohamed Muizzu has proposed
structural reforms to reduce the operational expenses
of local councils, emphasizing the need to address
inefficiencies in the current system. Speaking during
his visit to Gaafu Dhaalu Fiyoree, he suggested making
council president and vice-president roles full-time
positions while compensating other councilors with
allowances based on their participation in meetings.

This approach would also extend to city councils and
women'’s development committees. President Muizzu
argued that the current system, with a large number of
full-time councilors relative to the population of many
islands, is unsustainable. [the edition]

Maldives: Tuna production decreased by
over half in 2024

(axc) 2024 has been a particularly challenging year for
Maldivian tuna fishermen. According to data from the
Maldives Monetary Authority, tuna exports saw a
dramatic 57 percent decline, dropping from 11,000
tons in the previous year to just 4,800 tons. This
significant reduction is largely attributed to the
shutdown of one of the major firms that had
traditionally purchased tuna for export.

This downturn in the tuna sector reflects a broader
trend, with total fish exports from the country
declining by 48 percent, from 69,000 tons to 36,000
tons. This sharp drop in exports is set to have a
profound impact on the livelihoods of local fishermen
and exporters, threatening both their income and the
sustainability of the fishing industry. [the edition]

Maldives: Businesses earning over USD
975,000 required to register under Forex
law

The Maldives Monetary Authority (MMA) now requires
businesses earning over MVR 15 million (USD 975,000)
annually, excluding those in tourism and financial
sectors, to register under the Foreign Exchange Act.
Existing businesses must register by February 3, while
new businesses have 30 days from their start date to
complete registration.
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For those earning MVR 15 million (USD 975,000) in
foreign currency after January 1, registration is
required by January 2026.

Tourism-related entities, such as resorts and guest
houses, have specific exchange requirements under
the law. [the edition]

Nepal: Constitution amendment debate
intensifies between coalition partners

(rs) Prime Minister KP Sharma Oli's statement that
constitutional amendments are not feasible until
2030-31 has caused tension within Nepal's ruling
coalition. During the ruling Communist Party of Nepal
(Unified Marxist-Leninist) (CPN-UML) central
committee meeting, Oli cited a lack of a two-thirds
majority in the National Assembly as the primary
obstacle, despite earlier commitments to prioritize
constitutional reforms. The meeting also passed a 14-
point proposal addressing governance, corruption, and
youth migration. [The Kathmandu Post 1]

The Nepali Congress, the largest party in the coalition,
expressed surprise and disappointment at Oli's
remarks, viewing them as a breach of the seven-point
agreement between the parties, which emphasized
timely amendments. Congress leaders, including Sher
Bahadur Deuba, plan to engage Oli for clarification.
The delay in amendments is seen as a setback to the
coalition's promises of electoral stability and
governance reforms. [The Kathmandu Post 2]

Oli's leadership decisions, including disciplinary actions
within his party and acceptance of controversial land
donations, also drew criticism from CPN-UML
members, signaling growing internal dissent.

Nepal: President Paudel issues four
ordinances

(rs) President Ramchandra Paudel has issued four
ordinances based on the recommendation of a Cabinet
meeting held last week. The issued ordinances include
amendments to Nepal's laws related to good
governance and public service delivery, economic
procedures and financial accountability, privatization,
and the business environment to attract investments.

This development comes amidst demands from
opposition parties for the government to commence
the winter session of Parliament to address various
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legislative issues, including bills aimed at improving
service delivery. Despite these demands, the
government opted to proceed with ordinances to
expedite these reforms. [The Kathmandu Post]

Nepal: Dahal blames ruling CPN-UML and
interest groups for delays in peace
process

(Im) Pushpa Kamal Dahal, leader of the main
opposition Communist Party of Nepal (CPN) (Maoist
Centre) and former prime minister, criticized interest
groups and the ruling Communist Party of Nepal
(Unified Marxist-Leninist) (CPN-UML) for obstructing
Nepal's transitional justice process, accusing them of
using it as a tool to target the Maoists. Speaking at an
event commemorating victims of enforced
disappearances, Dahal urged conflict victims to protest
and pressure the government to expedite the stalled
peace process, which has been inactive since the
commissions became vacant in July 2022.

The Truth and Reconciliation Commission (TRC) and
the Commission of Investigation on Enforced
Disappeared Persons remain leaderless after a
government-appointed panel failed to select new office
bearers. Differences among political parties, including
the Nepali Congress, CPN-UML, and Maoist Centre,
have further stalled progress.

Dahal announced plans to engage Prime Minister KP
Sharma Oli and Congress President Sher Bahadur
Deuba to resolve the deadlock, while victims expressed
frustration over delays, accusing successive
governments of neglect. CPN-UML leaders, however,
maintained that the government is committed to
concluding the peace process, calling for collective
accountability among top political leaders. [The
Kathmandu Post]

Nepal: Rabi Lamichhane and co-accused
released on bail in cooperative fraud
cases

(Im) Rabi Lamichhane, chairperson of the Rastriya
Swatantra Party and former home minister, has been
released on NPR 6.5 million (USD 47,450) bail by the
Kaski District Court after 84 days in custody. The case
involves allegations of embezzling NPR 1.51 billion
(USD 11.02 million) from the Suryadarshan Savings and
Credit Cooperative. Former DIG Chhabilal Joshi was
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also released on NPR 8.8 million (USD 64,240) bail in
connection with the same case. [The Kathmandu Post

1]

Lamichhane is also facing similar charges of
misappropriating NPR 1.199 billion (USD 8.75 million)
from the Swarnalaxmi Multipurpose Cooperative,
currently under investigation in the Kathmandu District
Court. The court cited evidence, including transactions
linked to his personal account, as significant for further
inquiry. Despite securing bail, Lamichhane remains
under investigation in multiple districts and suspended
as a lawmaker. Additional hearings in other courts may
still require judicial custody for further investigation.
[The Kathmandu Post 2]

Nepal: Public Accounts Committee chair
embroiled in multiple fraud scandals
involving family, aides

(Im\rs) Nepal's Public Accounts Committee
Chairperson, Rishikesh Pokharel, is at the center of two
high-profile fraud cases involving his former aide and
his wife.

Anil Kumar Pokharel, Rishikesh's former personal
secretary, was arrested in Biratnagar on fraud charges
after allegedly accepting NPR 3.88 million
(approximately USD 28,292) to secure MBBS admission
for Bauwalal Chaudhary, a Saptari resident. Initially
dismissed from his role by Rishikesh on January 3, Anil
reportedly used political influence to avoid legal
proceedings, though Morang District Police eventually
took him into custody. [The Kathmandu Post 1]

Separately, Rishikesh's wife, Anjala Koirala, appeared at
the Morang District Court on January 8 in connection
with the Uma Gauri Cooperative fraud case. She is
accused of embezzling NPR 220 million (approximately
USD 1.6 million) from the cooperative and had been
absconding since the charges were filed in December
2024. The case involves 26 individuals, with some
suspects in custody or released on bail, while others
remain at large. Koirala's detention hearing is set to
follow her court statement. [The Kathmandu Post 2]

Nepal: Corruption charges filed against
rural officer for attempting to bribe CIAA

(rs) The Commission for the Investigation of Abuse of
Authority (CIAA) has filed corruption charges against
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Dhruba Prasad Sapkota, Chief Administrative Officer of
Kispang Rural Municipality in Nuwakot. The allegations
stem from his tenure as Chief Administrative Officer of
Mellekh Rural Municipality in Achham.

The case arose from irregularities in the procurement
of machinery, leading to an investigation by the CIAA's
Kanchanpur office. During the inquiry, Sapkota was
caught carrying a yellow envelope containing NPR
100,000 (approximately USD 730) in a green bag. When
questioned, he admitted the money was intended as a
bribe to resolve the case.

The CIAA has called for a prison sentence, penalties,
and fines against Sapkota, citing his attempt to
influence the investigation into procurement
irregularities. [Ratopati]

Nepal: Amrit Bahadur Rai assumes role of
foreign secretary

(Im) Amrit Bahadur Rai has officially assumed the
position of Foreign Secretary, succeeding Sewa Lamsal,
who was recently appointed as Nepal's ambassador to
Belgium and the European Union. Rai, a seasoned civil
servant since 1996, has held various roles contributing
to Nepal's diplomatic and administrative sectors. [The
Kathmandu Post]

Nepal: Energy Minister questions
electricity authority chief amid ongoing
rift

(Im) Energy Minister Dipak Khadka has intensified his
confrontation with Nepal Electricity Authority (NEA)
Executive Director Kulman Ghising, issuing a nine-point
clarification letter questioning his performance and
cooperation with government committees. The letter
accuses Ghising of failing to provide details on
transformer purchases, insufficient responses to prior
clarifications, and resistance to a government-formed
inquiry committee. Ghising has seven days to respond,
with potential further action pending.

The rift has reportedly demoralized NEA staff and
disrupted coordination on energy initiatives, including
the recently approved "Energy Development Roadmap-
2024 Proposal," aimed at generating 28,500 megawatts
of electricity by 2035. The NEA claims it has not
received details of the roadmap, complicating
implementation.
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Earlier disputes included a government directive to
restore power to 28 industrial firms despite unpaid
bills, undermining NEA's enforcement efforts.
Questions also remain over the legality of committees
formed by the ministry to investigate billing disputes
and other issues. [The Kathmandu Post]

Nepal: Passport tender faces allegations
of favoritism amid transparency concerns

(rs) Nepal's ongoing tender process for the
procurement of five million e-passports has sparked
controversy, with multiple security printing companies
alleging favoritism towards the French firm IDEMIA.
IDEMIA has been Nepal's passport supplier for over a
decade and previously secured the 2020 contract to
supply machine-readable and e-passports.

The new tender, worth NPR 12 billion (approximately
USD 90 million), is divided into two packages, covering
eMRTDs systems and booklet personalization.
Complaints from bidders—including Germany's
Augentic GmbH, Slovenia's CETIS, UAE-based E7
Security, and the U.S.-based HID Global—claim that
restrictive requirements, such as bans on joint
ventures and tailored clauses, unfairly favor IDEMIA.

The Public Procurement Monitoring Office (PPMO) and
the Commission for the Investigation of Abuse of
Authority (CIAA) have received these grievances,
prompting an extension of the tender submission
deadline to February 11, 2025. IDEMIA's existing
contract is nearing its end, and delays in procurement
may force the government to extend its agreement
with IDEMIA temporarily to prevent disruptions in
passport distribution.

Foreign Minister Arzu Rana Deuba and Foreign
Secretary Amrit Rai have directed the Department of
Passports to ensure transparency while maintaining
uninterrupted services. Officials acknowledge IDEMIA's
logistical advantage due to its established systems, but
concerns over compliance with International Civil
Aviation Organization (ICAO) standards and fair
competition persist.

The controversy follows delays attributed to
bureaucratic inaction and a failed government-to-
government procurement proposal under former
Foreign Minister NP Saud. Critics, including former
Deputy Prime Minister Narayan Kaji Shrestha, claim
monetary motives often fuel disputes in passport
procurement. [The Kathmandu Post]
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Nepal: Drug regulator orders pharmacies
to cease sale of illegal supplements and
cosmetics

(rs) Nepal's Department of Drug Administration (DDA)
has instructed pharmacies to halt the sale of
unregistered food supplements, nutraceuticals, and
cosmetics containing pharmaceutical ingredients,
citing potential harm to public health. The DDA warned
that such products, often prescribed unnecessarily, are
costly and may lead to adverse health effects.

During market inspections, drug inspectors discovered
unregistered dietary supplements and beauty
ointments being sold at wholesale and retail
pharmacies, often on doctors' prescriptions. The DDA
announced plans to confiscate these products and
pursue legal action against noncompliant traders.

The regulator highlighted that many doctors prescribe
excessive medications, including nutraceuticals,
without assessing patient needs, potentially receiving
kickbacks from manufacturers. These supplements are
frequently more expensive than essential medicines,
and patients are often unaware of their necessity.

Health experts have raised concerns about heavy
metal poisoning linked to dietary supplements and
Ayurvedic medicines in Nepal. A 2020 study by the
Department of Ayurveda found toxic metals such as
lead, mercury, arsenic, and cadmium in medicinal
plants used in traditional remedies. [The Kathmandu
Post]

Nepal: Tribhuvan University to act against
teachers misusing study leave

(Im) Tribhuvan University (TU) has pledged to take
action against teachers who misused its study leave
provision by failing to return to work after studying
abroad. The decision follows student protests and
revelations of ongoing violations of the university's
laws.

The agreement, reached with student unions from five
opposition parties, includes a commitment to publish
the details of these teachers’ benefits and salaries
within two weeks. Action will be taken based on
existing laws, which mandate that teachers on paid
study leave must return and serve for a set period or
face dismissal.
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Reports indicate that some teachers staying abroad
have continued to receive salaries despite breaching
their contractual obligations. TU officials are currently
collecting data from its departments and plan to act
once the records are finalized.

The agreement also includes steps to address land
encroachment on university properties, including 108
ropanis occupied by the Laboratory School. The
university plans to urge the government to make
related investigation reports public and implement
necessary measures. [The Kathmandu Post]

Nepal: 14 landless families await railway
compensation

(Im) 14 families in Bardibas Municipality, Mahottari,
remain without compensation for land acquired by the
Department of Railways for the Jayanagar-Janakpur-
Bardibas and East-West Electric Railway. Despite
generations of residence, these families lack land
ownership certificates, disqualifying them from
compensation under current guidelines. The land,
approximately one bigha (0.68 hectares), has been
heavily affected by construction, making homes
uninhabitable due to flooding and dust pollution.

Local officials have appealed to the Department of
Railways, emphasizing the families' prolonged
residency. Protests by the affected families have halted
construction in the area, and the District
Administration Office has forwarded the case for
review. Authorities state that a decision from central
officials is pending before compensation can be
finalized. [The Kathmandu Post]

Nepal: Madhesh government starts health
insurance scheme targeting martyrs’
families

(rs) The Madhesh Province Government has launched
a health insurance scheme aimed at improving the
well-being of martyrs' families. Minister for Home,
Communications, and Law, Raj Kumar Lekhi,
announced that the program has been active since
December 24, 2024, and provides free health services
to the family members of martyrs. The initiative is
designed to alleviate the financial burden of health
expenses for this group. Additionally, a task force has
been formed to amend laws related to local services
and structures, and a draft for reforms in local-level
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governance is being prepared. The cabinet of the
Madhesh Province Government has also passed
several important work procedures related to
education, health, and transport sectors. [The Rising
Nepal]

Nepal: Siddhababa Tunnel breakthrough
nears with 7.8 meters remaining

(Im) The Siddhababa Tunnel on the Siddhartha
Highway in Palpa is only 7.8 meters away from
excavation completion, with 1.5 meters reserved for
the final breakthrough ceremony planned for January
21. Initially slated for completion by December, delays
pushed the schedule. The 1,126-meter tunnel,
intended to bypass a landslide-prone stretch of the
highway, has achieved 38.85 percent progress.

Construction, handled by the China State Construction
Engineering Corporation under a NPR 7.34 billion (USD
53.54 million) contract, began in March 2022 with a
five-year timeline. However, challenges, including
delays in tree felling, have led to a request for a nine-
month extension. [The Kathmandu Post]

Nepal: Police arrest over 5,800 fugitives in
five months

(Im) Nepal Police reported the arrest of 5,846 fugitives
across the country during the first five months of the
current fiscal year. These individuals, previously
convicted and sentenced by courts, had been evading
enforcement of their sentences. Authorities also aim to
recover NPR 430.54 million (USD 3.14 million) in fines
from the convicted individuals. [The Kathmandu Post]

Pakistan: Third round of opposition PTI-
government talks scheduled for January
16

(mra/afk/Im) The third round of negotiations between
the main opposition Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) and
the government is scheduled for January 16, following
months of political deadlock exacerbated by the
incarceration of PTI leader Imran Khan. [DAWN 1]

The talks aim to address the political crisis that has
deepened since Khan's ouster in 2022 and his
subsequent imprisonment in August 2023 on
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corruption charges. Despite two earlier rounds in
December 2024 and January 2025, no significant
progress has been made as PTI has insisted on two
primary conditions: the release of political prisoners
and the establishment of judicial commissions to
investigate violent protests on May 9, 2023, and
November 26, 2024.

Imran Khan has threatened to withdraw from the talks
unless these demands are met. During consultations at
Rawalpindi's Adiala prison, PTI leaders reiterated their
position and emphasized the urgency of forming a
judicial commission. PTI ally Hamid Raza has set
January 31 as a deadline to conclude the talks.
However, a major sticking point has been PTI's
demand for unmonitored access to Khan during prison
meetings, a request the government has declined,
citing jail protocols. This has further strained the
negotiations, as PTl leaders argue that such access is
essential for meaningful dialogue. [Arab News] [DAWN
2]

Meanwhile, PTI's ongoing protests over political
repression have led to the release of 192 workers from
Jhelum district jail after an anti-terrorism court granted
bail, although 518 PTI members remain incarcerated.
PTI continues to press for the open investigation of the
disappearances of its supporters and the immediate
release of detained workers. [DAWN 3]

Pakistan: Verdict postponed in GBP 190
million bribery case against Imran Khan,
wife

(Im) An accountability court in Pakistan has postponed
for the third time the verdict in the high-profile Al-
Qadir Trust case involving former Prime Minister Imran
Khan and his wife, Bushra Bibi. The case, which
accuses the couple of receiving valuable land as a bribe
from real estate tycoon Malik Riaz Hussain, will now be
heard on January 17. Both Khan, who has been
imprisoned since August 2023, and Hussain deny any
wrongdoing.

The Al-Qadir Trust, established by Khan and his wife in
2018, is alleged by authorities to have been used as a
front to receive illicit benefits. The case stems from the
repatriation of GBP 190 million to Pakistan in 2019 by
the UK, after Hussain forfeited assets in a British
investigation. Authorities claim Khan's government
misused these funds to pay fines on Hussain's behalf,
rather than depositing them into Pakistan's treasury.
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Khan's Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) party criticized
the repeated delays in the verdict, calling it "unusual”
and alleging political motivations tied to ongoing
developments. Khan, who faces numerous legal
challenges, asserts that the charges are part of a
campaign to suppress his political influence following
his ouster in a 2022 parliamentary no-confidence vote.
[Arab News]

Pakistan: Supreme Court questions
validity of military court trials for May 9
accused

(afk) The Supreme Court of Pakistan has raised
concerns over the trial of civilians in military courts
following the May 9, 2023, attacks on military
installations. A seven-member bench, led by Justice
Aminuddin Khan, questioned the government's
decision to try 103 individuals in military courts while
others face prosecution in anti-terrorism courts.
Justices emphasized the need for transparency and
adherence to constitutional provisions, noting no state
of emergency had been declared to justify suspending
fundamental rights.

Defense counsel Khawaja Haris argued the trials were
constitutional and necessary due to the sensitive
nature of the crimes but faced criticism for a lack of
clarity on jurisdiction. The court also discussed past
cases and questioned the adequacy of evidence in
military court trials. [DAWN] [The Express Tribune]

Pakistan: Tempers flare in parliament as
PTI protests continue

The first sitting of Pakistan’s National Assembly for the
year on January 14, 2025, was marked by heated
protests and acrimony between opposition and
government lawmakers. PTI lawmakers, led by
Opposition Leader Omar Ayub, interrupted
proceedings, raising issues related to the treatment of
civilians in military courts following the May 9 violence,
the alleged disappearance of activists on November
26, and claims of torture during military trials. Ayub
called for an independent inquiry into the treatment of
civilians and questioned the handling of funds in the
Al-Qadir Trust case.

The PTI's protests disrupted Question Hour as they
raised slogans and staged a walkout over the alleged
shooting during the November 26 protest. In response,
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government ministers accused the PTI of using the
dialogue process as a "smokescreen" and criticized
their behavior in the house, questioning their
commitment to negotiations. Defence Minister
Khawaja Asif expressed doubts about the possibility of
productive talks under such circumstances, urging PTI
to directly engage with those they believed held real
power. Information Minister Attaullah Tarar also
criticized PTI for spreading false narratives and noted
internal differences within the party regarding the
alleged casualties from the November crackdown.
[DAWN]

Pakistan: Coal mine explosion and
abduction raise serious concerns for
mining industry

Authorities in Balochistan, Pakistan, have initiated legal
action against the owners of United Mineral Company
Sanjdi following a fatal methane gas explosion in their
coal mine on January 9. Located 40 kilometers from
Quetta, the explosion trapped 12 miners, claiming
their lives. Rescue operations faced severe challenges
due to hazardous gas levels within the mine, but teams
managed to recover four bodies on January 10 and an
additional seven on January 11 from depths of 4,000
feet. The provincial mining department has instructed
local authorities to file a First Information Report (FIR)
against the mine's owners, citing negligence in safety
measures. [Arab News 1] [DAWN]

Balochistan, rich in mineral resources such as coal,
gold, and copper, has a history of deadly mining
accidents due to poor safety standards and inadequate
equipment. In 2024, 82 miners lost their lives in 46
separate accidents, highlighting the perilous conditions
in the industry. This latest tragedy has drawn attention
to the lack of safety enforcement and raised concerns
over the operations of private mining companies
working under lease agreements with the government.

In addition to the explosion, Pakistan's mining industry
faced another crisis when 17 laborers were abducted
from a mining site in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa on January
9. Armed insurgents kidnapped the workers along the
Dara Tang Road, an area troubled by armed
insurgency and border proximity to Afghanistan. Eight
of the kidnapped workers were released after a joint
effort by police and tribal elders, though three suffered
minor injuries. Efforts to rescue the remaining nine
workers continue, as the region experiences recurring
kidnappings related to ongoing insurgent activity.
[Arab News 2]
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Pakistan: CJP Afridi responds to missing
persons complaints, emphasizes
impartiality

(Im) Pakistan's Chief Justice Yahya Afridi expressed
concern over the widespread reports of enforced
disappearances, acknowledging the emotional impact
these cases have had on him. He stated that while
these complaints have deeply disturbed him, he
intends to hear from all parties involved before
forming any conclusions. During a meeting with
members of the Press Association of the Supreme
Court, Afridi revealed that complaints about missing
persons had been raised during his visits to various
regions, including Ghotki, Gwadar, and Sadigabad.

Afridi emphasized that cases of enforced
disappearances fall under the jurisdiction of high
courts and that the Supreme Court would not
intervene in the domain of lower courts.

He also addressed ongoing complaints against judges
pending before the Supreme Judicial Council (SJC),
stating that any decisions regarding these matters
would be shared after consultation with the council.
[DAWN]

Pakistan: Court halts deportation of
Afghan musicians, mandates decision on
asylum cases

(Im) The Peshawar High Court (PHC) has temporarily
barred the deportation of around 150 Afghan
musicians who fled to Pakistan following the Taliban's
return to power in 2021. These musicians, fearing
persecution due to the Taliban's strict ban on music,
had petitioned the court for asylum amid Pakistan’s
broader deportation campaign against undocumented
Afghan migrants.

In a two-page order, Justice Wigar Ahmad instructed
the federal government to decide the asylum cases of
the petitioners within two months. Until then, the court
prohibited any forced repatriation or adverse action
against the musicians. Should authorities fail to resolve
the cases within the stipulated timeframe, the interior
ministry’'s secretary has been directed to extend their
stay until a final decision is reached.

This ruling comes amid a climate of uncertainty for
Afghan nationals in Pakistan, heightened by a
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government deportation drive initiated in 2023. The
campaign, which primarily targeted Afghans, was
linked by authorities to a surge in militant violence,
allegations that Afghan officials in Kabul have denied.
[Arab News]

Pakistan: Rights group criticizes Sindh
flood rehabilitation efforts as inadequate

(Im) The South Asians for Human Rights (SAHR)
network has criticized Pakistan's response to the
devastating 2022 floods, highlighting significant gaps in
rehabilitation and compensation for affected
communities in Sindh. The floods displaced millions,
caused over 1,700 deaths, and inflicted damages
exceeding USD 35 billion.

A SAHR fact-finding team visited districts including
Larkana, Shikarpur, Nawabshah, and Hyderabad from
January 6-10, reporting insufficient housing, poor
sanitation, and inadequate health care for affected
families. They raised concerns about the "flood-
resilient" one-room housing model, which lacks
essential amenities like toilets and kitchens. With rising
inflation, the government’s compensation of PKR
300,000 (approximately USD 1,077) per house was
deemed unreasonably low, and the structures were
criticized for being unlikely to withstand future
disasters.

The team found that, in some areas, such as the village
of Dhand near Mohenjo Daro, only a fraction of the
destroyed homes had been rebuilt, leaving many
families in tents or overcrowded single rooms. Poor
sanitation and health issues, including outbreaks of
diarrhea, malaria, and skin infections, were also
reported.

SAHR called for fresh surveys to ensure all affected
individuals receive support and urged improvements
in housing and sanitation. [Arab News]

Pakistan: Thousands march in Karachi in
solidarity with Palestinians, call for Gaza
ceasefire

(Im) In Karachi, Pakistan, tens of thousands, including
women and children, participated in a solidarity march
organized by Jamaat-e-Islami (JI), a religious political
party advocating for Islamic values and social justice.
The march supported Palestinians and demanded an
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immediate ceasefire in Gaza. Held along Seaview
beach, it attracted civil society members, professionals,
and families. Participants carried placards, chanted
anti-Israel slogans, and urged an end to the violence in
Gaza.

JI Karachi leader Monem Zafar highlighted the ongoing
humanitarian crisis in Gaza, condemning what he
described as genocide and urging global action to halt
Israeli military operations. Since October 7, 2023, when
Hamas launched an attack on Israel resulting in over
1,200 deaths, Israel's response has reportedly killed
over 46,000 people in Gaza, primarily civilians,
according to Palestinian health officials.

Participants, including former Sindh health minister
Saad Khalid Niaz, criticized Israeli attacks on hospitals
and schools, labeling them unprecedented acts of
violence. The march emphasized the obligation of
Pakistanis to support Palestinians and included calls
for boycotting Israeli products.

Pakistan, which does not recognize Israel, continues to
advocate for an independent Palestinian state based
on internationally recognized parameters. The country
has also provided humanitarian assistance, including
relief consignments and public donation campaigns
through the Prime Minister's Relief Fund for Gaza.
[Arab News]

Pakistan: Polio case confirmed; 70 in 2024

(sn) A polio sample from late 2024 detected the
poliovirus type 1 (WPV1), confirming Pakistan’s 70th
virus case. The child in Karachi's East district is the
second individual to catch polio in the region, with 27
cases having resurged in Balochistan, 21 in Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa, 20 in Sindh, and a single case from
Islamabad and Punjab. The Pakistani government
continues its efforts to eradicate the disease, with the
national vaccination campaign to resume between
February 3 and February 9. [DAWN]

Pakistan: Foreign exchange reserves
reach three-year high of USD 18.7 billion

(afk) Pakistan's total foreign exchange reserves
reached a three-year high of USD 18.7 billion as of
November 2024, providing support to the country's
external account. This includes gold reserves valued at
USD 5.5 billion, which have risen thanks to increasing
gold prices. Additionally, USD 4.7 billion of liquid
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reserves are held with commercial banks and are not
included in the total foreign exchange assets.

The increase in reserves reflects the impact of strict
import restrictions, delayed dividend repatriation, and
successful debt rollovers with multilateral and bilateral
partners, which have eased pressure on foreign
exchange outflows. The consistent rise in gold reserves
indicates a diversification strategy to strengthen
external accounts. Despite these temporary measures,
experts emphasize that sustainable reserve growth will
require structural reforms, such as enhancing exports,
attracting foreign investment, and improving energy
sector efficiency.

Pakistan recorded a current account surplus of USD
944 million in the first five months of the fiscal year
2025, compared to a deficit of USD 1.67 billion during
the same period last year. As of January 3, the State
Bank of Pakistan’s foreign exchange reserves
amounted to USD 11.7 billion, covering over two
months of imports. [The News International]

Pakistan: Remittances rise by 5.6 percent
in December 2024

(Im) Pakistan reported a 5.6 percent month-on-month
increase in remittances, with inflows reaching USD 3.1
billion in December 2024. This marks a significant 29.3
percent rise compared to 2023, underscoring the
crucial role of overseas workers in bolstering the
nation’s foreign exchange reserves, stabilizing the
balance of payments, and supporting the Pakistani
rupee.

Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif praised the
contributions of overseas Pakistanis, crediting their
efforts for the country's economic recovery. Sharif
emphasized that Pakistan has transitioned from
economic stability to growth after narrowly avoiding a
sovereign default in 2023 by securing a USD 3 billion
loan from the International Monetary Fund (IMF).

Notable economic improvements include a sharp
decline in annual consumer inflation to 4.1 percent in
December 2024, down from a peak of 38 percent in
May 2023. The government continues to implement
IMF-mandated reforms, such as tightening fiscal
policies, privatizing loss-making state enterprises, and
increasing tax revenues, to sustain economic progress
and ensure public welfare. [Arab News]
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Pakistan: Prime Minister Sharif
emphasizes IMF commitments and
economic reforms

(an) During his visit to Karachi on January 8, Prime
Minister Shehbaz Sharif underscored the importance
of honoring Pakistan’s commitments under the
International Monetary Fund (IMF) program. He
stressed that the country cannot abandon the USD 7
billion aid package, which was signed in July 2024, until
the right conditions are met. The agreement includes
reforms such as improved public spending, fairer
taxation, and restructuring state-owned enterprises
(SOEs), with a focus on increasing fiscal space for
essential sectors like health and education.

Addressing the business community at the Pakistan
Stock Exchange (PSX), Sharif emphasized the need for
continued collaboration between the government and
the private sector to meet key targets, such as the tax-
to-GDP ratio. He highlighted the achievement of
surpassing the IMF's tax target of 10.6 percent
reaching 10.8 percent but noted that further efforts
are needed for sustainable growth.

Sharif also acknowledged the reduction in interest
rates from 22 percent to 13 percent, but urged caution,
advocating for a balanced approach to avoid future
economic pitfalls. He emphasized the importance of
export-led growth and invited tangible proposals to
drive this agenda forward. Additionally, the prime
minister discussed Pakistan’s natural resource
potential, comparing it to Saudi Arabia's oil wealth, and
called for increased investment to foster long-term
economic growth.

The prime minister also addressed the privatization of
state-owned entities, including Pakistan International
Airlines (PIA), ensuring the transparency of the
process. During his visit, he launched the Faceless
Customs Assessment System at Karachi Port Trust,
aiming to enhance transparency and efficiency in
customs procedures. [DAWN]

Pakistan: IT Minister Shaza Fatima
Khawaja reviews Starlink licence progress

(an) On January 8, Minister of State for Information
Technology and Telecom, Shaza Fatima Khawaja, met
with a delegation from Starlink to review the progress
of obtaining a licence for the satellite internet service
provider in Pakistan. Starlink, owned by Elon Musk,
provides internet via Low Earth Orbit (LEO) satellites
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and is already registered with the Securities and
Exchange Commission of Pakistan (SECP). However,
the government is still in the process of developing a
regulatory framework for LEO satellite landing rights.

The government aims to bridge the internet demand-
supply gap and expand coverage to underserved areas
through satellite-based connections. Currently,
internet service providers in Pakistan rely on 13 high-
orbit satellites, but LEO satellites, which operate
between 300 and 500 kilometers above Earth, have the
potential to offer more direct and efficient internet
services to both individual and commercial users.

With frequent internet slowdowns and throttling in
Pakistan, many IT service providers with international
clients have opted for Starlink's reliable service,
despite the high costs. However, using Starlink’s
service in Pakistan remains illegal, as it is not yet
licensed by the Pakistan Telecommunication Authority
(PTA), and users risk facing action from the PTA.

Shaza Fatima also chaired a meeting to expedite the
development of a regulatory framework for LEO
satellites, with a plan to hire consultants for the
finalization of regulations in the coming weeks. The
goal is to align Pakistan's satellite technology policies
with global standards and harness the potential of
these technologies for national development. [DAWN]

Pakistan: Military intensifies operations
in Balochistan, Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
provinces

(sn/Im) Pakistani security forces have continued their
counter-militancy operations in response to rising
violence across Khyber Pakhtunkhwa (KP) and
Balochistan provinces, resulting in the deaths of
dozens of militants in recent engagements. The volatile
regions continue to face significant threats from
militant groups such as Tehreek-e-Taliban Pakistan
(TTP) and Baloch separatist factions.

In Balochistan, security forces killed at least 27
militants in an intelligence-based operation in Kacchi
district earlier this week. The militants, described as
“highly wanted” for attacks on security forces and
civilians, had their hideouts destroyed along with
caches of arms, ammunition, and explosives. [Arab
News 1]

This followed an attack in Zehri town, Khuzdar district,
where the Balochistan Liberation Army (BLA) briefly
seized control, set government properties ablaze, and
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looted PKR 768,000 (USD 2,745) from a private bank.
Security forces reclaimed the area after skirmishes,
during which one soldier was injured, and 15 Levies
personnel were dismissed for surrendering to
militants. [Arab News 2]

Meanwhile, in KP, multiple intelligence-based
operations in districts such as Dera Ismail Khan, North
Waziristan, Peshawar, Mohmand, and Karak led to the
elimination of 33 militants, including senior
commanders. [Arab News 3] [Arab News 4]

Efforts are also underway to secure the release of 10
Pakistan Atomic Energy Commission (PAEC) workers
kidnapped by the TTP in Lakki Marwat. While tribal
elders successfully negotiated the release of eight
captives, the remaining hostages remain in militant
custody. The TTP has issued demands, including the
release of militants and their families, compensation
for destroyed homes, and guarantees against future
demolitions. [Arab News 5]

But despite these successes, clashes in 2024 claimed
the lives of 383 soldiers and 925 militants. The
government continues to accuse Afghanistan of
harboring militants responsible for cross-border
attacks, a claim Kabul denies. [ISPR] [The Defense Post]

The increase in terrorist activity, particularly in
Balochistan and KP, has raised alarms, with former
caretaker Prime Minister Anwarul Haq Kakar
attributing the rise in terrorism to the abundance of
NATO weapons left behind in Afghanistan. Kakar
warned that such weapons are being used by militant
groups operating across Pakistan, exacerbating the
security crisis. He stressed that Pakistan must not
allow a repeat of Afghanistan's chaotic withdrawal and
the continued rise of militancy in the region. [DAWN 1]

Against this backdrop, Chief of Army Staff General
Asim Munir has reiterated the military's commitment
to eradicating militancy. During a visit to Peshawar, he
affirmed that any attempt to disturb national peace
would be met with “decisive and overwhelming force.”
He praised the sacrifices of security personnel and
emphasized intensified intelligence-based operations
rather than large-scale military campaigns. [Arab News
6]

Meanwhile, political representatives in KP urged formal
or informal engagement with Afghanistan to address
cross-border threats and called for a review of the
National Action Plan (NAP) to bolster law enforcement
and counter-terrorism capabilities. General Munir
expressed skepticism about Afghanistan’s cooperation
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but acknowledged the need for a unified political front
against militancy. [DAWN 2]

Pakistan: Relief convoys and peace efforts
bring hope to violence-hit Kurram district

(Im/an) In Kurram district, Khyber Pakhtunkhwa,
efforts to restore peace and stability continue amid a
backdrop of deadly tribal and sectarian violence that
has claimed over 136 lives since November 2024. The
provincial government has initiated relief operations
and begun dismantling bunkers built by rival factions
under a peace agreement signed on January 1.

A convoy of 40 trucks carrying essential goods, delayed
for five days after an attack on the Deputy
Commissioner’s vehicle, successfully reached
Parachinar on January 8, marking a crucial step in
addressing severe shortages of food, medicine, and
other necessities caused by prolonged road blockades.
The Thall-Parachinar road, closed for over 90 days
following attacks in October and November 2024, has
been partially reopened following negotiations
involving the Kurram Peace Committee and tribal
elders. [Arab News 1]

Despite the arrival of the relief convoy, challenges
persist. Local traders reported significant losses due to
perishable goods being stranded during the blockade.
Provincial authorities continue to supply essential
goods and transport injured residents to Peshawar via
helicopters, underscoring the dire humanitarian
situation in the district. [DAWN]

As part of the peace agreement, rival factions agreed
to dismantle bunkers, hand over heavy weapons, and
prohibit the operation of banned outfits in the region.
Violators face severe penalties, including fines of USD
35,933 (PKR 10 million) and designation as "terrorists."
Authorities, under the supervision of the KP apex
committee, have already begun demolishing bunkers
in Lower Kurram using explosives, with more planned
in the coming weeks. [Arab News 2]

Seychelles: Judiciary opens legal year with
ceremony

(Im) The Seychelles judiciary marked its legal year with
a traditional ceremony attended by President Wavel
Ramkalawan and key officials. The event began with a
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service at St. Paul's Cathedral, followed by a parade
and a ceremonial inspection at the Palais de Justice.

In a keynote address, the Chief Justice reaffirmed the
judiciary's role in upholding constitutional democracy
and outlined plans to enhance judicial efficiency and
access to justice. The ceremony emphasized the
nation’s commitment to justice and the rule of law.
[State House]

Sri Lanka: CPJ, partners urge President
Dissanayake to protect press freedom

(Im) The Committee to Protect Journalists (CPJ) and 24
civil society organizations have called on newly elected
Sri Lankan President Anura Kumara Dissanayake to
prioritize press freedom. In a letter addressed to the
president, the groups urged the government to
address the long-standing issues of violence,
intimidation, and legal repression faced by journalists
in Sri Lanka.

Key demands outlined in the letter include
investigating unsolved crimes against journalists, such
as the 2009 murder of Lasantha Wickrematunge and
the 2010 disappearance of Prageeth Eknaligoda. The
organizations called for adherence to international
investigative standards, including the UN Minnesota
Protocol, and for accountability for such crimes.

The groups also pushed for the repeal of repressive
laws like the Prevention of Terrorism Act (PTA) and the
Online Safety Act. These laws have been criticized for
being used to intimidate and silence journalists,
particularly those from Tamil and Muslim minorities.
The PTA has been described by Reporters Without
Borders (RSF) as a tool of censorship, while the Online
Safety Act, passed in early 2024, has raised concerns
about disproportionate restrictions on freedom of
expression.

Additionally, the letter proposed reforms to ensure
media independence, including the establishment of a
self-regulatory media commission and the
enhancement of editorial autonomy for state-funded
media. It also recommended amendments to the
Parliamentary (Powers and Privileges) Act and the
Personal Data Protection Act to improve transparency
and safeguard journalists' rights.

While the letter acknowledged the president’s
manifesto commitments to promote free media and
hold past offenders accountable, it emphasized that
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these promises must now be translated into concrete
action. [Daily Mirror] [JURIST] [CPJ]

Sri Lanka: Controversy over unauthorized
Israeli religious and cultural centers

(Im) Controversy has arisen in Sri Lanka over the
construction of unauthorized Israeli religious and
cultural centers in various locations, with concerns
raised about their implications for national security
and foreign relations.

During a parliamentary session on January 8, Samagi
Jana Balawegaya (SJB) MP Mujibur Rahman questioned
the presence of Israeli intelligence agency Mossad in
the country and criticized the allocation of police and
Special Task Force (STF) personnel to provide round-
the-clock security to these centers. Rahman
emphasized Sri Lanka’s historical solidarity with
Palestine and expressed concerns over potential
damage to diplomatic ties with the Middle East.

The MP pointed to locations in Weligama, Dehiwala,
and central Colombo where large-scale constructions
are underway, questioning their necessity given the
absence of a Jewish community in Sri Lanka.

Prime Minister Harini Amarasuriya acknowledged the
unauthorized status of these constructions and
assured Parliament that the government would
investigate. However, she stressed Sri Lanka's
obligation to provide security to foreign nationals,
regardless of nationality, to uphold the country’s
international standing. [Daily Mirror]

Sri Lanka: Government denies spending
USD 22,000 on 'Clean Sri Lanka’
inauguration

(Im) The government has dismissed claims that LKR 7
million (approximately USD 22,000) was spent on the
recent inauguration of the "Clean Sri Lanka" program
at the Presidential Secretariat.

Chief Government Whip Minister Nalinda Jayatissa
clarified in Parliament on January 10 that only LKR
900,000 (approximately USD 2,830) was approved for
the event, and the payment has not yet been made.

The statement was in response to Opposition MP
Chamara Sampath Dissanayake’s allegation that the
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event incurred exorbitant costs. Dr. Jayatissa explained
that while quotations were called for as per standard
procedure, they were rejected due to high rates. [Daily
Mirror]

Sri Lanka: Appropriation Bill 2025
presented to Parliament

The Appropriation Bill for 2025 was presented to
Parliament on January 9 by Prime Minister Dr. Harini
Amarasuriya. The bill outlines the government's
planned expenditures for the upcoming fiscal year,
serving as a key component of the national budget. Its
presentation marks the beginning of the legislative
process for approving the government's financial
strategy and allocations for 2025. Further debate and
discussions on the bill are expected in the coming
weeks. [Daily Mirror]

Sri Lanka: Four new Supreme Court
justices sworn in

(Im) Four newly appointed Supreme Court justices
were sworn in before President Anura Kumara
Disanayake on January 12 at the Presidential
Secretariat. The new justices—R.M.S. Rajakaruna,
Menaka Wijesundara, Sampath B. Abeykoon, and
M.S.K.B. Wijeratne—were elevated from the Court of
Appeal during a ceremony presided over by the
President. [Daily Mirror]

Earlier, on January 9, the President appointed two new
judges to the Court of Appeal. High Court Judges K.M.S.
Dissanayake and R.P. Hettiarachchi were elevated to
the Court of Appeal, taking their oaths before the
President in a formal ceremony held at the Presidential
Secretariat. [Daily Mirror]

Sri Lanka: High Court judge appointed as
Director General of Bribery Commission

(Im) High Court Judge Ranga Srinath Abeywickrema
Dissanayake has been appointed as the new Director
General of the Commission to Investigate Allegations
of Bribery or Corruption. Judge Dissanayake replaces
High Court Judge W.K.D. Wijerathne, who resigned
from the post on October 7, 2024.
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During the interim period, Ms. M.R.Y.K. Udawela, the
Commission’s Additional Director General, temporarily
filled the role. During her tenure, she prepared charge
sheets for 62 cases and submitted them to court,
highlighting the Commission’s ongoing commitment to
combating bribery and corruption. [Daily Mirror]

Sri Lanka: Acting IGP orders investigations
into election expenditure violations

(sl) The Acting Inspector General of Police (IGP) has
directed senior officers to investigate over 1,000
candidates and nearly 200 political party leaders from
the previous General Elections for failing to submit
mandatory income and expenditure reports.

Under the Regulation of Election Expenditure Act No.
03 of 2023, candidates, political parties, and
independent groups are required to submit detailed
financial reports to the Electoral Officer within 21 days
of the election results. However, the Election
Commission identified 1,042 candidates and 197 party
secretaries or independent group leaders who have
not complied with this regulation.

The Acting IGP has instructed the DIG of the Legal
Division, supported by Divisional Crime Investigation
Bureaus, to oversee the investigations. Senior DIGs,
DIGs, and Divisional Officers have been tasked with
compiling reports on the non-compliant individuals,
with all documentation to be forwarded to the
Attorney General for legal advice by January 31. [Daily.
Mirror]

Sri Lanka: Catholic Church calls for fresh
investigation into All Saints Church bomb
incident

(Im) The Catholic Church of Sri Lanka has called on the
government to reopen the investigation into the
"bomb drama" at All Saints Church in Borella, which
occurred three years ago on January 11, 2022.

During a protest marking the third anniversary of the
incident, where a hand grenade was discovered inside
the church, National Catholic Communications Director
Fr.Jude Chrysantha urged President Anura Kumara
Dissanayake, the government, and the Inspector
General of Police (IGP) to conduct a comprehensive
probe and bring the perpetrators to justice.
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The church's caretaker, who was initially arrested in
connection with the incident, was later released. The
church has since alleged that the caretaker was
subjected to harassment and violations of his human
rights.

Fr. Chrysantha also raised concerns about the handling
of the investigation under former IGP Deshabandu
Thennakoon, noting that instructions were given to
review only evening CCTV footage, despite evidence
showing the perpetrator placing the bomb earlier in
the day. [Daily Mirror]

Sri Lanka: Gnanasara Thera sentenced to
9 months imprisonment for insulting
Islam

(Im) Galagoda Aththe Gnanasara Thera, General
Secretary of the Bodu Bala Sena (BBS) organization,
has been sentenced to nine months of simple
imprisonment by the Colombo Magistrate's Court for
insulting the religion of Islam.

The BBS is a Sinhala Buddhist nationalist organization
in Sri Lanka, known for advocating for the rights of the
Sinhala Buddhist majority. However, it has been widely
criticized for its controversial and inflammatory
rhetoric, particularly against religious and ethnic
minorities.

The sentence, handed down by Colombo Additional
Magistrate Pasan Amarasena, also includes a fine of
LKR 1,500 (approximately USD 5.10). This ruling follows
an earlier arrest warrant issued after Gnanasara Thera
failed to appear in court to face the charges. [Daily
Mirror]

Sri Lanka: Rising health concerns as
diabetes and other disorders increase
among children

(Im) Health experts in Sri Lanka are raising alarms over
a concerning rise in childhood diabetes and other
health disorders, such as Autism Spectrum Disorder
(ASD) and Attention-Deficit/Hyperactivity Disorder
(ADHD). Over 100 children have recently been
diagnosed with diabetes, highlighting an increasing
prevalence of the condition among younger
populations.
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Dr. Deepal Perera, a consultant pediatrician at Lady
Ridgeway Hospital, emphasized the long-term impact
of these health challenges, noting that declining birth
rates could significantly affect the nation’s education,
healthcare systems, and workforce.

Annual births have dropped sharply over the past
decade, falling from 350,000 in 2013 to 250,000 in
2023, with 2024 projections showing a further decline
to 228,000 births. Despite this trend, hospitals are
experiencing a rise in children admitted with various
health issues, underscoring the growing burden on
healthcare systems. [Daily Mirror]

Sri Lanka: Government supports free
trade agreements with caution, says
deputy minister

(Im) Deputy Minister of Industry and Entrepreneurship
Development Chaturanga Abeysinghe reaffirmed the
government's support for free trade agreements (FTAs)
while emphasizing the need for careful review and
negotiation to address concerns. Speaking in
Parliament on January 8, the Deputy Minister
highlighted the government's approach to agreements
like the Economic and Technology Cooperation
Agreement (ETCA) with India and the Singapore Free
Trade Agreement.

Addressing concerns about ETCA, originally proposed
in 2018, Abeysinghe stated that the government plans
to renegotiate with India to resolve issues raised
during earlier discussions.

Regarding the Singapore Free Trade Agreement, he
clarified that the government is not avoiding the
agreement but requires time to review its terms.
Concerns have been raised about determining the
origin and value-added content of goods imported
from Singapore, as it is primarily a trading hub rather
than a producer.

Abeysinghe acknowledged that while free trade
agreements are essential for global economic
integration, Sri Lanka's past experiences with such
agreements have been mixed. He attributed these
challenges to the lack of an industrialization and
product development strategy, which is critical for
maximizing the benefits of FTAs. [Daily Mirror]
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Sri Lanka: IMF raises no objection to
public sector salary increment, says
deputy minister

(Im) Deputy Minister Mahinda Jayasinghe announced in
Parliament that the government will proceed with a
significant salary increment for public sector
employees, aligning with the cost of living adjustments.
He clarified that the International Monetary Fund (IMF)
has raised no objections to the proposed increase,
which will be included in the upcoming budget.

In response to a question from MP Ravi Karunanayake,
Jayasinghe stated that the government will not adopt
the previous administration’s proposed LKR 25,000
(approximately USD 79) increment, which he described
as an election-driven initiative by former President
Ranil Wickremesinghe's government. [Daily Mirror]

Sri Lanka: Vehicle prices to change with
changes in import tax limits

(sl) Vehicle prices in Sri Lanka are expected to fluctuate
with any changes to the tax limits on vehicle imports,
according to the Vehicle Importers' Association of Sri
Lanka. The association stated that the selling prices of
vehicles would depend on the tax rates imposed by the
government once vehicle imports resume under the
existing tax rates.

If the government increases tax rates, vehicle prices
are anticipated to rise accordingly, while a reduction in
tax rates would result in lower prices. Currently, the
tax on Japanese cars is around 300 percent of their
manufacturing price in the local market. [Daily Mirror]

The decision to resume car imports after a five-year
ban was announced by President Anura Kumara
Dissanayake during his address to Parliament. This
policy will come into effect in February 2025. Sri Lanka
initially imposed the car import ban in 2020 to alleviate
pressure on foreign exchange reserves during the
COVID-19 pandemic. The ban was subsequently
extended due to the economic downturn in 2022. [The
Economic Times]

However, the move requires a balanced approach.
Governor of the Central Bank of Sri Lanka (CBSL), Dr.
Nandal Weerasinghe, emphasized the importance of
preventing both the depreciation of existing vehicles
and the unnecessary importation of new cars. [Ada
Derana]
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Sri Lanka: Central Bank reviewing SRR
framework for effective policy
implementation

(Im) The Central Bank of Sri Lanka (CBSL) has
announced plans to review the Statutory Reserve
Requirement (SRR) framework to enhance the
effectiveness of monetary policy execution. This move
aligns with the Flexible Inflation Targeting framework
and international best practices.

The SRR, currently set at 2.0 percent, mandates
licensed commercial banks to maintain a portion of
their deposit liabilities with the Central Bank. Adjusting
the SRR can influence liquidity within the banking
system—a lower ratio increases liquidity for lending,
while a higher ratio restricts liquidity by directing more
funds to the Central Bank.

The review is part of CBSL's "Policy Agenda for 2025
and Beyond" and follows its transition to a single policy
rate structure. Any changes to the SRR framework will
be introduced after consultations with stakeholders to
optimize its application.

During the pandemic, CBSL reduced the SRR by 3.0
percent and implemented other measures, such as
cutting the Bank Rate by 650 basis points and lowering
key policy rates by 250 basis points across five
instances. These actions aimed to release liquidity into
the economy, supporting businesses and individuals
during the economic downturn.

While these measures aligned with global central
banking practices during the pandemic, CBSL faced
criticism for their perceived role in the subsequent
economic crisis of 2022. Despite this, the Central Bank
maintains that such actions were necessary to ensure
financial stability and support economic recovery
during the unprecedented challenges of the pandemic.
[Daily Mirror]

Sri Lanka: Government launches USD 31.4
million subsidized loan for Maha paddy
procurement

(Im) The Sri Lankan government has introduced a LKR
10 billion (approximately USD 31.4 million) subsidized
loan facility for Small and Medium Scale (SME) Paddy
Millers and Cooperative Societies to support paddy
procurement during the Maha season of 2024/2025.
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This concessionary loan scheme aims to ensure a
reasonable price for paddy farmers, with the
Department of Agriculture set to declare a Minimum
Purchase Price (MPP) for the harvest. The initiative is
available to SMEs and cooperatives with a maximum
daily milling capacity of 25 metric tons, provided they
have valid business registrations.

The program, effective from January 3, will run until
May 15, following Cabinet approval on December 31,
2024. The Ministry of Trade, Commerce, and Food
Security also plans to purchase record levels of paddy
later this month. [Daily Mirror]

Sri Lanka: Port City Colombo marks
milestone with marina development
groundbreaking

(Im) Port City Colombo celebrated a significant
milestone with the groundbreaking ceremony for the
Marina Development, a joint venture between Browns
Investments PLC, the strategic investment arm of LOLC
Group, and China Harbour Engineering Company.

The ceremony was attended by prominent figures,
including Foreign Affairs, Foreign Employment and
Tourism Minister Vijitha Herath, Chinese Ambassador
Qi Zhenhong, and Colombo Port City Economic
Commission Chairman Harsha Amarasekera. [Daily
Mirror]

Sri Lanka: SLAF earns nearly USD 200,000
providing air transport to presidential
candidates

(sl) The Sri Lanka Air Force (SLAF) generated over LKR
56 million (approximately USD 190,400) by offering air
transport services to presidential candidates during
the 2024 election campaign.

Between August 15, 2024, and September 18, 2024,
the SLAF provided flights to several candidates. Former
President Ranil Wickremesinghe accounted for LKR
29.09 million (USD 98,906) through 23 flights, while
Opposition Leader Sajith Premadasa utilized 11 flights
costing LKR 20.75 million (USD 70,550). SLPP candidate
Namal Rajapaksa spent LKR 1.44 million (USD 4,896)
for two flights.

Additionally, former President Mahinda Rajapaksa
spent LKR 2.68 million (USD 9,112) for two flights,
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former Prime Minister Dinesh Gunawardena paid LKR
1.24 million (USD 4,216) for one flight, and former
National Security Adviser Sagala Ratnayake spent LKR
1.6 million (USD 5,440) for a single flight.

President Anura Kumara Dissanayake, the National
People's Power (NPP) candidate, did not use SLAF
flights during the campaign. [Daily Mirror]

Sri Lanka: Shootings linked to organized
crime claim 66 lives since 2024

(Im) A sharp increase in organized crime-related
shootings has claimed 66 lives in over 100 incidents
reported across Sri Lanka since January 2024. Thirteen
of these fatalities occurred in the last three months,
with an additional three deaths reported in early
January 2025. Key hotspots for shootings include
Ambalangoda, Mount Lavinia, Gampaha, and
Ahungalla, where a recent January 9 incident left a man
injured.

In 2024, 103 shootings were reported, with 56 linked to
underworld activities. Of the 63 victims, 45 were
connected to organized crime. Police have made over
50 arrests and recovered 20 T-56 firearms.

Public Security Minister Ananda Wijepala has
instructed the acting Inspector General of Police (IGP)
and the Special Task Force (STF) to intensify
investigations and operations to counter these crimes.
However, efforts are hindered by overseas-based
traffickers directing criminal activities and corruption
within the prison system. [Daily Mirror]

Sri Lanka: Over 12,000 lives lost to road
crashes in five years

(Im) Road accidents in Sri Lanka have claimed 12,140
lives over the past five years, with 118,240 accidents
reported up to December 2024, according to Senior
Professor of Forensic Medicine at Karapitiya Hospital,
U.C.P. Perera.

The annual death toll remained alarmingly high, with
2,363 fatalities in 2020, 2,557 in 2021, 2,540 in 2022,
2,321in 2023, and 2,359 in 2024. Despite road safety
initiatives, the number of accidents and fatalities
continues to rise, with 24,859 accidents reported in
2024 alone.
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Sri Lanka's accident rate is the highest in South Asia
relative to its population and land area. Prof. Perera
highlighted that while the United Nations has set
guidelines to reduce road accidents by 50 percent from
2020 levels, Sri Lanka’s accident rate has increased by
100 percent. [Daily Mirror]

Constitutional Law and

-Politics, Human Rights

and National Security in
Southeast Asia

Cambodia: Appeals court upholds 22-year
sentence for former NGO director

(mfr) Cambodia’'s Appeal Court has reaffirmed a 22-
year sentence for Sothea Arun, the former executive
director of the NGO Sovann Komar, who remains a
fugitive. Arun was convicted of child sexual abuse and
fraud, including embezzling over USD 1.4 million
during his tenure. He was sentenced in absentia in July
2024.

Arun received 16 years for two counts of child rape
and two additional years for fraud. Evidence presented
during the investigation revealed acts of child sexual
abuse, torture, and financial misconduct under Arun’s
management. Testimonies from victims detailed years
of abuse at the Sovann Komar facility. His co-
defendants, Thay Sinuon and Hun Chenda, also lost
their appeals. [Khmer Times 1]

Legal representative Bradley J. Gordon welcomed the
court's decision but expressed frustration with law
enforcement’s failure to apprehend Arun. Authorities
reported that Arun fled to Thailand but did not provide
specifics. Efforts continue to bring Arun and his
accomplices to justice. [Khmer Times 2]
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Cambodia: International trade rises by 20
percent in 2024

(mfr) According to the General Department of Customs
and Excise, Cambodia’s international trade volume
reached nearly USD 55 billion in 2024, reflecting a 20
percent year-on-year increase. The country recorded a
trade deficit of approximately USD 2.4 billion despite
this growth.

Exports totaled USD 26.2 billion, rising 15.7 percent
from 2023, while imports grew by 18 percent to USD
28.54 billion. Major export items included garments,
textiles, footwear, and machinery, while key imports
comprised vehicles, metal products, and chemicals.
Cambodia’s primary trading partners were China, the
US, Vietnam, Thailand, and Japan.

In 2024, the Council for the Development of Cambodia
approved 414 investment projects worth USD 6.9
billion, a 40 percent increase from the previous year.
[The Phnom Penh Post]

Cambodia: 10 Taiwanese nationals
sentenced to life in prison

(sal) The Preah Sihanouk Provincial Court in Cambodia
handed life sentences to ten Chinese nationals on
January 8 for their roles in the production, storage, and
trafficking of 14 tons of illegal drugs and chemical
substances. The ruling marks one of Cambodia’s
largest-ever drug trafficking cases.

The individuals, who were arrested during a sweeping
operation in July 2022 in Preah Sihanouk province,
were also implicated in a complex money laundering
network.

The drug bust highlights Cambodia's growing role in
regional and international drug trade networks,
particularly as a hub for production and distribution.
[The Phnom Penh Post] [Radio Free Asia]

Cambodia: Traffic deaths decline in 2024

(sal) Over the past year, Cambodia has seen a notable
5 percent reduction in fatal traffic accidents. The
number of road-related deaths decreased from 1,590
in 2023 to 1,509 in 2024, signaling progress in road
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safety. However, experts emphasize the need for
continued efforts, particularly in the areas of public
education, stricter law enforcement, and subsidies for
safer toll roads.

In 2024, an average of four people lost their lives daily
due to factors such as negligence, failure to adhere to
traffic rules, and speeding. A total of 2,844 road
accidents were reported, comprising 1,447 minor
accidents and 2,273 serious incidents. Alarmingly, data
shows that 2,477 individuals involved in these
accidents were not wearing helmets, highlighting a
critical area for intervention.

According to the Cambodian Ministry of Transport, the
primary causes of traffic incidents in 2024 included
1,156 cases of speeding, 268 instances of improper
lane changes, 649 cases of reckless turning, and 215
incidents of overtaking. These statistics underscore the
urgent need for targeted public awareness campaigns
and stricter enforcement of traffic laws to address
these dangerous behaviors. [The Phnom Penh Post]

Indonesia: Retirement age for workers
officially raised to 59 years

(gk) The government has officially raised the
retirement age for workers to 59 years, as outlined in
Article 15 of Government Regulation on the
Implementation of Pension Programs. This change
aims to address the rising cost of living while also
enabling the productivity of workers.

Initially, the retirement age was 56, as set by former
President Joko Widodo, in 2015. It was later increased
to 57 in 2019 and has increased by one every three
years since then, with a maximum limit of 65 years
planned for the future. [Jakarta Globe]

Indonesia: Al use to be regulated within
three months

(gk) The Ministry of Communication and Digital Affairs
has announced plans to regulate the use of Aritficial
Intelligence (Al) within three months, following a
meeting between Minister Meutya Hafid and President
Prabowo Subianto.

Hafid noted that the government has already issued a
circular outlining guidelines for Al use. The guidelines
include aspects of transparency, accountability,
humanity, respect for copyright and safety. The
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Ministry now plans to elevate this to the status of a
regulation. [Antara]

Indonesia: Ministry of Agriculture forms
foot and mouth disease task force

(gk) As a strategic measure to curb the spread of Foot
and Mouth Disease (FMD) in livestock, Indonesia's
Ministry of Agriculture has established the National
Foot and Mouth Disease Task Force. The task force is
designed to ensure collaboration and coordination in
harmonizing FMD control efforts down to the regional
level.

The task force includes various farmers’ associations
and professional groups, such as the Indonesian
Animal Husbandry Graduates Association (ISPI) and the
Indonesian Association of Veterinarians (PDHI). It will
also oversee the dissemination of knowledge on FMD
management, vaccination, and the distribution of
vaccines.

This task force has been established in response to the
recent rise in FMD cases in Indonesia. According to
data from the National Animal Health Information
System, between December 9, 2024, and January 9,
2025, at least 4,000 cases of FMD were recorded.
[Antara 1]

In a related development, the government has
distributed 124,225 doses of the foot-and-mouth
disease (FMD) vaccine in the first phase of the
distribution.

The Ministry of Agriculture has prepared 4 million
doses, which will be distributed in stages to 25
provinces with FMD cases. The ministry is planning to
distribute 400,000 doses in January, 1.2 million doses
in February, and another 400,000 doses in March.
Meanwhile, another 2 million doses are allocated for
the second vaccination period from July to September
2025. [Antara 2]

Indonesia: Ministry of Manpower to
launch new board to boost economic
growth

(gk) To boost job creation and improve national
economic growth, the Ministry of Manpower will
launch a National Productivity Board (NPB). The NPB
will be tasked with providing recommendations and
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advice to the President of Indonesia on formulating
policies and accelerating programs to enhance
national productivity and competitiveness.

The NPB will focus on three main areas. The first will
be research and policy development, supported by a
productivity, innovation, and safety institute that will
serve as a think tank for data, research, and public
policy. The second area will involve advocacy and the
promotion of the National Productivity Movement, a
government-led initiative aimed at improving
productivity across sectors to enhance the nation's
competitiveness in the global economy. The NPB will
also prioritize the launch of the Champion Productivity
Program, which identifies, supports, and showcases
high-performing sectors that can serve as role models.
This will be achieved through education, training, and
certification programs aimed at increasing the number
of experts in the field of productivity.

The third area of focus will be fostering collaboration
with various policymakers, including those from central
and regional governments, associations, and
universities. [Antaral]

Laos: Compensation pending for nearly
300 families affected by railway project

(dql) Nearly 300 families affected by the Lao-China
Railway project are still waiting for compensation, as
ongoing challenges delay the process. This was raised
during the 18th Plenary Meeting on January 8.

The project affected 6,711 families and required the
relocation of 8,472 plots of land. So far, compensation
has been provided to 6,421 families and 8,182 plots,
leaving 290 families still awaiting payment.

To address the backlog, the government has formed a
five-party committee, which includes representatives
from the State Inspection Agency, the Ministry of
Public Works and Transport, the Chinese Embassy in
Laos, the Lao-China Cooperation Committee, and the
Lao-China Railway Company. This committee is
addressing 198 environmental and social concerns,
with nine already resolved. The remaining families will
receive compensation once these issues are fully
addressed.

The Lao government allocated LAK 465 billion (USD
21.3 million) for compensation. The Ministry of Public
Works and Transport, with support from the State
Inspection Authority, is exploring additional solutions
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to ensure the effective disbursement of funds. [The
Laotian Times]

Laos: Electricity exports decline
significantly in 2024

(dql) Electricity exports remained Laos' leading revenue
generator in 2024, contributing nearly USD 980 million
or 15.35 percent of total exports. However, electricity
exports in 2023 generated USD 2.38 billion,
highlighting a significant decline in revenue from this
sector in 2024.

The country’s total trade volume reached USD 16.35
billion, with USD 8.14 billion in exports and USD 8.21
billion in imports, resulting in a trade deficit of
approximately USD 64 million.

Key exports included potash salt, gold, electrical
appliances, rubber, and paper, with China, Thailand,
and Vietnam accounting for over 80 percent of
exports. On the import side, primary goods were diesel
fuel, machinery, and vehicles, with Thailand and China
as the largest import partners. [The Laotian Times]

Laos: Nine illegal call center fraud
operations dismantled in 2024

(dgl) According to a report of the Ministry of Public
Security, Lao authorities successfully dismantled nine
illegal call center fraud operations in Bokeo's Golden
Triangle Special Economic Zone (SEZ) in 2024. The
crackdown resulted in the arrest of 267 individuals
from 16 nationalities and the seizure of over 10,000
computers, 11,000 mobile phones, and substantial
cash. These call centers were engaged in cyber scams
and financial fraud, marking a significant step in
combating telecommunications fraud in the region.

Between 2022 and 2024, authorities identified 306
fraudulent units employing nearly 16,000 individuals,
including 6,120 Lao nationals and 9,868 foreign
workers. Of these, 63 units were dismantled, 46 ceased
operations, and 160 transitioned to authorized online
gaming activities. However, 37 units remain under
investigation. [The Laotian Times]

Malaysia: High Court rejects former prime
minister’s bid to attend proceedings on
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island sovereignty

(dqgl) The High Court dismissed former Prime Minister
Mahathir Mohamad's application for a judicial review,
which sought to allow him and his lawyer to be present
during the Royal Commission of Inquiry (RCl)
proceedings on the handling of the Batu Puteh, Middle
Rocks, and South Ledge sovereignty issues.

Mahathir had testified at the RCl in June 2024, which
was conducted behind closed doors. The RCI's report,
declassified on December 5, 2024, recommended a
criminal investigation against Mahathir for allegedly
preventing Cabinet applications to review the
International Court of Justice (ICJ) rulings on the
sovereignty of these territories.

The ICJ ruled in 2008 that Singapore holds sovereignty
over Batu Puteh, Malaysia has control over Middle
Rocks, and South Ledge's ownership depends on the
maritime boundaries of the controlling country. [Malay
Mail]

Batu Puteh, a small island located at the eastern
entrance to the Singapore Strait, has been a subject of
a long-standing sovereignty dispute between Malaysia
and Singapore due to its strategic position for
maritime navigation.

Malaysia: Kelantan state to table syariah
law amendments in July

(ga) Amendments to the Syariah Criminal Code
Enactment (1) Kelantan 2019 will be tabled in July 2025,
according to Kelantan Deputy Chief Minister Fadzli
Hassan. Two committees, the main and technical
committees, are currently preparing for the
amendments to ensure compliance with Malaysia's
constitutional and legal frameworks.

The state government, supported by experts from legal
sectors, academia, and government agencies, has
outlined a framework to review and amend the
annulled enactments. A convention previously
gathered input for the amendments, which aim to
avoid constitutional challenges or disputes over the
Kelantan State Assembly's jurisdiction.

The amendments follow the Federal Court's ruling on
February 9, 2024, which declared 16 offences under
the enactment null and void. The decision was made
by an 8-1 majority to annul the enactment. Preparatory
efforts are underway to redraft and table the


https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-sjlkddd-l-yhu/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-sjlkddd-l-yhu/

amendments in adherence to the legal requirements.
[Bernama]

The Federal Court ruling has sparked significant debate
regarding the balance of power between state and
federal authorities in Malaysia, particularly concerning
the scope of state legislative powers over criminal
matters.

Malaysia: Defamation suit against Health
Minister settled in court

(oc) A lawsuit filed by Health Minister Dzulkefly Ahmad
against Asyraf Wajdi Dusuki for a post on X, alleged to
be defamatory, was amicably settled at court on
January 13.

Dzulkefly's lawyer said both parties had reached a
settlement agreement. The details of the agreement
are undisclosed.

The lawsuit goes back to a dispute in April 2022 when
Dzulkefly filed a lawsuit against Wajdi for defamatory
comments made in August 2020. According to
Dzulkefly, Waldi implied the Health Minister was
practicing cronyism and nepotism in an abuse of
power that saw his daughter appointed to the Board of
Directors of Amanah Ikhtiar Malaysia (AIM).

Dzulkefly dismissed these claims as simply untrue,
insisting that the appointment was based on objective
reasons. [Malay Mail]

Malaysia: Health minister monitors public
health risks

(oc) Health Minister Dzulkefly Ahmad has announced
that Malaysia has been monitoring potential public
health risks since August 2024, after concerns were
raised about a new mpox strain found in China. He
assured the public that meticulous surveillance has
taken place, after the World Health Organization
(WHO) declared mpox a global public health
emergency for two years running.

On January 9 Ahmad said on X that the Malaysian
government was collaborating with WHO and that the
threat was under control. [The Star]
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Malaysia: Navy destroys WWII bomb

(ga) The Royal Malaysian Navy (TLDM) successfully
destroyed an unexploded World War Il bomb found
near Sibuan Island, Semporna, Sabah, on January 7.
The three-foot-long aerial bomb, weighing 250
kilograms, was confirmed to date back to 1945.

A mine disposal team from TLDM'’s Diving and Mine
Warfare Headquarters (MSPPA) and the Second Naval
Region Command (MAWILLA 2) conducted the
operation using the Blow in Place (BIP) method,
ensuring maximum safety. No damage to property or
the marine environment was reported.

The operation was completed on January 11 in
collaboration with Eastern Sabah Security Command
(ESSCOM), Joint Task Force 2 (ATB2), and the Semporna
District Police. [Bernama]

Malaysia: Johor police bust drug syndicate

(ga) Johor police seized drugs worth over MYR 13.59
million (USD 2.99 million) and arrested five individuals,
including an ex-convict suspected of masterminding a
drug trafficking syndicate active since September 2024.
The raids, conducted from January 5 to 8, uncovered
73.55 kg of ecstasy powder, 20.29 kg of ketamine,
9,750 erimin pills, and 26 ecstasy pills, capable of
supplying approximately 357,126 users. Police also
confiscated vehicles, jewelry, cash, and a company
account linked to drug proceeds, totaling MYR 14.2
million (USD 3.12 million) in value. [Bernama]

Malaysia: Maritime enforcement body
boosts patrols

(ga) The Malaysian Maritime Enforcement Agency
(MMEA) has intensified patrols under Operation Guard
4.0 to address illegal immigration in key maritime
areas, particularly around Langkawi. The operation
involves increased monitoring through the Malaysian
Sea Surveillance System (SWASLA) and aerial assets to
detect suspicious vessels.

The MMEA is collaborating with neighboring countries,
including Thailand and Indonesia, and working closely
with the local maritime community to enhance
intelligence-sharing and response capabilities.
Challenges include Langkawi's complex geography,
with numerous islands and vast waters that enable
illegal immigrants, often disguised as local fishing
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boats, to enter undetected, particularly during
nighttime or early morning hours. [Bernama]

Malaysia: Trial of Israeli accused of
weapon smuggling postponed

(dgl) A Malaysian court in Kuala Lumpur has
postponed the trial of Israeli-American dual citizen
Avitan Shalom, accused of possessing and smuggling
weapons into the country. The delay occurred due to a
request for a Hebrew translator, despite Shalom'’s
proficiency in English. This marks the third
adjournment of the trial since Shalom'’s arrest in March
2024.

The judge explained the difficulty in securing a Hebrew
interpreter and indicated that, if unavailable, an
English interpreter would assist. Shalom faces charges
of trafficking six guns and possessing 158 bullets
illegally.

Shalom, who has pleaded not guilty to the charges,
was arrested after weapons and ammunition were
found in his possession at a Kuala Lumpur hotel. He
claimed the weapons were for a revenge operation
tied to Israeli organized crime, though some sources
suggested potential links to Mossad. Following his
arrest, Malaysian authorities dismantled a smuggling
ring operating from Thailand, arresting 16 individuals.
[Middle East Monitor]

Myanmar: Junta starts compiling voter list

(hw) State media announced on January 9 that the
government has started compiling voter lists for the
upcoming general election. The voter lists are compiled
by drawing on data from two sources: the data
provided by the Ministry of Immigration and
Population, and the Department of General
Administration, which has already been put into the
Central Voter List Management System (CVLMS)
together with the data collected by survey units of
Union Election Commission (UEC).

The UEC states that out of 330 townships around the
country, the election would be held in 161 townships
where security is stable. [Radio Free Asia, in Burmese]

The move comes after the junta’s leader Min Aung
Hlaing affirmed the government plans for the general
election for 2025 in his message conveyed during the
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76th Independence Day celebration on January 4 (see
AiR No. 1, January/2025, 1).

Recently, Myanmar's shadow government, the National
Unity Government (NUG), announced its decision to
boycott the election. [Democratic Voice of Burma, in
Burmese].

Myanmar: Kachin National Forum
demands federal democracy

(nf) On behalf of 20 Kachin civil society organizations,
the Kachin National Forum (KNF) issued statements on
Myanmar's Independence Day (January 4) and Kachin
State Day (January 9), denouncing the ongoing military
regime for its brutality and calling for the
establishment of a federal democratic state based on
equality and self-determination.

The KNF condemned the junta’s actions as systematic
human rights violations and demanded the
dismantling of military rule and its supporting
structures.

On Kachin State Day, the KNF paid tribute to those who
sacrificed their lives for self-determination and
highlighted the decades of political inequality and
oppression endured by the Kachin people since
Myanmar's independence in 1948. The forum called for
unity among all groups to build a federal democratic
state and end military dictatorship. [Burmese News
International]

Myanmar: Major rebel group pledges to
overthrow junta

(hw) The Ta'ang National Liberation Army (TNLA), one
of Myanmar's major rebel groups, has declared its
intention to cooperate with other revolutionary forces
to overthrow the junta and protect the achievements
of the Ta'ang revolution. The declaration was made on
January 11, the 62nd Ta'ang National Day.

It also emphasized that the complete expulsion of
junta forces demonstrated the revolutionary spirit of
the Ta'ang people. The TNLA accused the junta of
continuing to commit war crimes, including bombing
and destroying residential areas, schools, religious
buildings, and hospitals. Additionally, the declaration
expressed the group's commitment to forming an
inclusive people's government with representatives
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from various political groups. [Radio Free Asia 1, in
Burmese]

However, the TNLA that a ceasefire offer made in
November, following pressure from neighboring China,
is still on the table.

The Ta'ang National Liberation Army (TNLA), based in
Shan State's northeastern region, has been advocating
for autonomy for several years. As a member of the
Three Brotherhood Alliance of ethnic armies, it
launched an offensive against the junta on October 27,
2023, achieving significant victories.

Currently, it controls 11 cities and towns, including
Mogoke, the largest ruby mining town in the Mandalay
region. [Radio Free Asia 2]

Myanmar: National Unity Government
announces plan to establish headquarters
in Sagaing

(hw) Myanmar's parallel government, the National
Unity Government (NUG) has announced that it is
planning to open ministerial offices in Sagaing Region,
according to NUG's Home Affairs and Immigration
Minister Lwin Ko Latt. On November 26 last year,
NUG's Acting-president Duwa Lashila summoned all
NUG ministers to come back to Myanmar.

Sagaing Region has about six million inhabitants and is
witnessing the fieriest resistance against the military
rule. The junta has admitted that it had lost control of
nine townships in the region. [Myanmar Now, in
Burmese]

Myanmar: Reshuffle in military’s upper
echelon

(hw) Myanmar’s military has announced changes in the
leadership of its Bureaus of Special Operations (BSOs),
which oversee regional commands across the country.
There are six such bureaus, each responsible for
commanding specific regional military operations.

Lieutenant-General That Pone has been appointed
chief of the 6th BSO, which commands the regional
command responsible solely for protecting the capital.
Lieutenant-General Phone Myat has been transferred
from the 3rd BSO to the 5th BSO. His previous position
as chief of the 3rd BSO has been filled by Lieutenant-
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General Tay Za Kyaw, who formerly held That Pone’s
current role.

Among the six BSO leadership positions, the role of
chief of the 2nd BSO remains vacant. The 2nd BSO
oversees operations in northern Shan State, much of
which fell under rebel control last year. The position
has been unfilled since Lieutenant-General Naing
Naing Oo was removed following the loss of the
Northern Command to rebel forces in August 2024.
However, Naing Naing Oo isn't sacked from the military
yet, testified by his public reappearance on January 6.
[BBC News, in Burmese].

Myanmar: Junta transfers senior military
officers to civilian ministries

(nf) Government gazettes reveal that several senior
officers from the military, including colonels and
lieutenant colonels, were transferred to civilian
ministries in late 2024. Among those transferred are
Colonel Min Thaw Aye and Lieutenant Colonels Wai
Yan Oo, Soe Myat Thu, and Thi Han Oo, who have been
assigned to the Ministry of Sports and Youth Affairs,
the Nay Pyi Taw Council Development Committee, the
Anti-Corruption Commission office, and the General
Administration Department, respectively.

This reshuffle reflects a growing trend of appointing
senior military officers to civilian roles, with colonels
typically serving as deputy directors-general and
lieutenant colonels as deputy directors. In November
2024, a brigadier general was also appointed to a joint
position in the Ministry of Sports and Youth Affairs,
highlighting the military's expanding presence in
civilian administration.

Since the coup, the junta has increasingly deployed
military officers to civilian posts to address manpower
shortages caused by ongoing conflicts. While this
practice is not new, it has escalated significantly under
the current regime. Between 2023 and May 2024, over
300 officers were transferred to civilian ministries, with
recent assignments spanning sectors such as trade,
disaster management, and electricity supply. [Mizzima]

Myanmar: Publications featuring LGBTQ+
literature banned

(hw) The junta’s Ministry of Information announced on
January 9 that it is preparing to sue publishers accused
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of producing "obscene literature" and has already
taken steps to ban books from such publishers. The
banned works include seven books published in
November and December 2024, which feature
romantic relationships between LGBTQ+ characters.

The junta claims that the lawsuits are driven by what it
describes as public disapproval of such literature,
arguing that these works could lead young people
astray and prevent them from developing "righteous
opinions." [Radio Free Asia, in Burmese]

Myanmar: Rakhine civil society urges
international aid amid humanitarian
crisis

(anl) Following over a year of the military junta’s
blockade of food and medicine supplies to Rakhine
State, civil society groups in Rakhine are urging the
international community and humanitarian
organizations to collaborate with the United League of
Arakan (ULA/AA) to deliver aid and prevent a looming
famine in the conflict-stricken region.

Since November 13, 2023, the junta has restricted food
supplies as fighting escalated in Rakhine State, further
exacerbating the hardships of local communities. The
ongoing conflict between the Arakan Army (AA) and
junta forces, along with intense airstrikes, has
devastated the region, leading to critical shortages of
goods and medicine and causing prices to soar.

Local residents report enduring shortages and
skyrocketing prices for over a year, with the lack of
medicine forcing many to rely on expired supplies. The
ULA/AA stated that it has been working to provide
basic healthcare and facilitate the flow of goods and
aid in areas under its control, but resources remain
insufficient. [Mizzima]

Myanmar: Junta unveils plans for
hydropower dams

(hw) The military regime has announced plans to
construct a series of small hydropower plants along
the Irrawaddy River. This initiative, led by the newly
established Electricity and Energy Development
Commission, aims to address the country’s chronic
electricity shortages.


https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-sjlkddd-l-yud/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-sjlkddd-l-yuh/

The plan identifies 16 potential locations for the
hydropower plants, with four designated as priority
sites. According to instructions from Acting President
Min Aung Hlaing, initial surveys will begin at one of the
priority locations. [BBC News 1, in Burmese].

The junta has blamed revolutionary groups for
destroying the power grid, while citing the reduced
capacity of power plants and increased demand as the
primary factors behind the electricity shortage. Of the
4,000 MW nationwide demand, the average maximum
electricity output is only 2,200 MW.

In August of last year, Min Aung Hlaing admitted that
the junta was unable to meet even half of the total
demand. Over the past few years, hydropower plants
have experienced reduced capacity during hot
seasons, leading to frequent electricity outages.
Additionally, the departure of V Power Group's LPG
tanker, which supplied fuel to LPG power plants, on
March 30, 2023, significantly diminished the country's
electricity generation capacity. [BBC News 2, in
Burmese] [BBC News 3, in Burmese]

Myanmar: Latest fighting sees success for
resistance groups, junta airstrikes

(anl/hw/nf) Fighting last week resulted in the Kachin
Independence Army (KIA) and Kachin People’s Defence
Force (KPDF) capturing the northern town of Mansi,
threatening the military’s control over the nearby town
of Bhamo. Meanwhile, the Arakan Army launched an
attack in Ayeyarwaddy Region, seizing a police station
in Majizin Village. In response, the military carried out
airstrikes, causing significant casualties and displacing
many residents. The junta also conducted airstrikes in
Rakhine State and Mandalay Region, targeting areas
controlled by ethnic rebel groups.

Rebel group captures important northern town

Mansi, a town in Myanmar’s northernmost Kachin
State and a border town on Sino-Burmese border, has
been captured by a coalition force made up of Kachin
Independence Army (KIA) and Kachin People's Defence
Force (KPDF) on January 8.

The offensive began on December 4, 2024, and ended
when the coalition force captured all three military
outposts in Mansi, including Light Infantry Battalions
319 and 601, and Field Artillery Regiment 523. The
capture of the town threatens the military’s hold over
another major town, Bhamo, which is situated
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approximately 13 miles north of Mansi. [Myanmar
Now, in Burmese]

On 8 January, heavy fighting broke out around several
military installations in Bhamo including Infantry
Battalion 47's camp, Tamong Lon Ward, Bhamo
University and along the 2-mile, 3-mile, and 4-mile
markers. [Mizzima 1]

Arakan Army makes first foray into Ayeyarwaddy Region

The Arakan Army (AA) has made its first strike into
Ayewyarwaddy Region, which is situated immediately
to the south of Rakhine State. On January 9, the AA and
its allies captured a police station in Majizin Village.
Moreover, AA had also put under control the
immediate vicinity of Majizin Village.

The military has retaliated by bombing the area,
destroying houses, monasteries, and schools in Majizin
and two other villages. 10,000 locals from coastal
towns and villages have fled their homes. [Radio Free
Asia 1, in Burmese] [Radio Free Asia 2, in Burmese]

Junta carries out airstrikes in Rakhine State and Mandalay
region

Myanmar Air Force carried out an airstrike on Kyauk Ni
Maw Village in Ramree Township, Rakhine State, on
January 8, leading to 41 deaths and 52 injured.
Additionally, 500 houses were also destroyed and
burnt down in the process.

Among the dead and wounded are children and elderly
people. Kyauk Ni Maw is a densely populated village,
populated by Rakhine and Kaman ethnic groups, and it
is currently under the control of Arakan Army. [BBC
News, in Burmese] [Narinjara, in Burmese]

On the same day, the junta launched an airstrike on
Mogok, a town in Mandalay Region controlled by the
Ta'ang National Liberation Army (TNLA), carrying out at
least ten bombings. [Mizzima 2]

Myanmar: Yakuza leader pleads guilty to
trafficking nuclear materials and funding
illicit arms deal

(nf) Takeshi Ebisawa, one of the leaders of Japan's
infamous Yakuza crime syndicate, pleaded guilty in a
U.S. federal court to charges of trafficking nuclear
materials, international narcotics distribution, and
conspiring to acquire military-grade weapons. The 60-
year-old admitted to trafficking uranium and weapons-
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grade plutonium from Myanmar as part of an illicit
arms deal that included surface-to-air missiles for an
armed insurgent group in Myanmar.

Ebirsawa's criminal transactions included attempting
to sell radioactive materials to an undercover DEA
agent, pretending to be an Iranian general, looking for
supplies for a nuclear weapons program. According to
prosecutors, Ebisawa had shared images of radioactive
substances and Geiger counter readings, along with
documents showing analysis of nuclear materials.

The case highlights the Yakuza's reach beyond borders,
as Ebisawa had leveraged a network of contacts across
Asia and the U.S. to coordinate a web of illicit activities.
Ebisawa faces up to 20 years in prison for international
trafficking of nuclear materials, with sentencing yet to
be scheduled. [The Guardian] [CNN] [U.S. Department
of Justice]

Philippines: Massive rally supports Vice
President Duterte amid impeachment
controversy

(Im) On January 13, nearly 1.8 million members of the
influential Iglesia ni Cristo (INC) gathered in Manila,
with additional rallies staged in 12 other cities, to
oppose impeachment cases filed against Vice
President Sara Duterte. The rally, dubbed the "National
Rally for Peace," was held at the historic Quirino
Grandstand, where participants called for unity
between the country's top leaders, Duterte and
President Ferdinand Marcos Jr., urging them to set
aside their political differences and address pressing
national issues.

The INC, known for its significant political influence
through bloc voting, expressed support for President
Marcos' stance of not endorsing Duterte's
impeachment. Church spokesperson Edwil Zabala
stated that the rally aimed to prioritize the country's
welfare over political discord.

Vice President Duterte, who did not attend the rally,
released a video thanking participants and
emphasizing the importance of unity and cooperation.
The impeachment cases against her stem from
allegations of misusing public funds, which Duterte has
denied. However, she stirred controversy with an
assassination threat against President Marcos in
November 2024.

With midterm elections approaching in May, the rally
also reflects the INC's strategic positioning to maintain
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influence without antagonizing either political camp,
according to political analysts. While the massive
turnout signals strong support for Duterte among INC
members, analysts remain skeptical about its impact
on broader public opinion. A recent survey indicated
that 41 percent of Filipinos support the impeachment,
35 percent oppose it, and 19 percent remain
undecided. [The Straits Times]

Coinciding with the rally, it was announced that the
Department of Justice (DQ)) is reviewing the National
Bureau of Investigation's (NBI) probe into Vice
President Duterte’s alleged death threats against
President Marcos Jr., First Lady Liza Araneta-Marcos,
and House Speaker Martin Romualdez. The
investigation focuses on possible violations of the
Cybercrime Prevention Act of 2012 and the Anti-
Terrorism Act of 2020.

Prosecutor General Richard Fadullon stated that
prosecutors are evaluating the evidence to determine
whether the case can proceed or if further
investigation is needed. Despite being subpoenaed,
Duterte did not appear before the NBI to provide her
side. [Manila Standard]

Philippines: Zaldy Co removed as House
appropriations chair amid budget
controversy

(Im) Ako Bicol Representative Zaldy Co has stepped
down as chairperson of the powerful appropriations
committee in the House of Representatives following
controversies surrounding the 2025 national budget.
During the first plenary session of the 19th Congress'
third regular session on January 13, Senior Deputy
Majority Leader and llocos Norte Representative
Ferdinand Alexander Marcos moved to declare the
chairmanship vacant, a motion approved by House
Speaker Martin Romualdez.

Co, who served as appropriations chair since July 2022,
stated that his resignation was due to health concerns.
He expressed gratitude to his colleagues and
described the decision as difficult, citing the
demanding nature of his role.

During his tenure, Co oversaw the passage of the PHP
6.352 trillion (USD 108 billion) 2025 budget, which
faced widespread criticism. Key points of contention
included a PHP 10 billion (USD 170 million) cut to the
Department of Education's computerization program
and the exclusion of a subsidy for the Philippine Health
Insurance Corporation. Despite the backlash, the
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House restored PHP 26 billion (USD 442 million) to the
Ayuda sa Kapos ang Kita Program (AKAP), a financial
assistance package for low-income households
initiated by Speaker Romualdez.

President Ferdinand Marcos Jr. delayed signing the
budget for further review and eventually vetoed PHP
194 billion (USD 3.3 billion) worth of allocations,
including PHP 26.065 billion (USD 444 million) for
public works projects and PHP 168.24 billion (USD 2.86
billion) in unprogrammed appropriations.

Co defended his role in supporting the administration's
priorities, stating that he ensured alignment with the
President’s eight-point economic agenda. Despite his
departure, Co reiterated his pride in having
contributed to the AKAP initiative and other budgetary
milestones during his term. [Rappler] [Manila
Standard]

Philippines: Former President Rodrigo
Duterte appreciates peace rally led by
church Iglesia ni Cristo

(alm) On January 13, 2024, a national peace rally was
organised by Iglesia ni Cristo (INC). The church
gathered approximately 1.5 million people in Manila
and influenced a similar rally in Davao city, with
320,000 attendees.

Rodrigo Duterte expressed gratitude to the INC and its
executive minister Eduardo Manalo for organising the
event and emphasised the importance of unity and
strong leadership during “these critical times. Not
impeachment. Not a waste of government resources...
[or] self-serving schemes...".

The INC stated the rally was not a display against
lawmakers that are for Vice-President Sara Duterte's
impeachment while reaffirming its support on
President Marcos Jr.'s stance against the potential
impeachment. The INC has previously worked with
Rodrigo Duterte, including endorsing his 2016
presidential campaign and maintaining connections
through meetings with Manalo.

Local officials including mayoral candidate for Davao
city Karlo Nograles was seen supporting the church
members, stating “l believe that being united can bring
peace and progress”. [ABS-CBN]
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Singapore: Parliament passes Workplace
Fairness Bill

(fi) Singapore's Parliament has approved the
Workplace Fairness Bill, a legislation designed to
prohibit workplace discrimination. Passed
unanimously after two days of parliamentary debate,
the bill targets unfair practices related to age,
nationality, gender, marital status, caregiving
responsibilities, race, religion, language ability,
disability, and mental health conditions.

The law, which will take effect in 2026 or 2027,
prohibits adverse employment actions like hiring,
appraisals, promotions, and dismissals based on
protected characteristics. It also encourages employers
to implement professional grievance-handling
processes to address sensitive workplace issues
effectively, according to the Ministry of Manpower
(MOM).

The Singapore National Employers Federation (SNEF)
and National Trades Union Congress (NTUC) praised
the bill as a step forward for fair and inclusive
workplaces. They highlighted its potential to enhance
workforce engagement, talent retention, and overall
productivity while strengthening fairness for
Singaporean employees. [HRD Asia]

Singapore: Single-family offices surge to
2,000 in 2024

(Im) The number of single-family offices in Singapore
increased to 2,000 by the end of 2024, up from 1,650 in
September of the same year, according to Chee Hong
Tat, Deputy Chairman of the Monetary Authority of
Singapore. This growth reflects Singapore's appeal as a
wealth management hub due to its favorable policies
for establishing family offices, low tax rates, and
strategic position as a gateway to Southeast Asia.

Single-family offices, which manage the wealth of ultra-
high-net-worth individuals, have drawn increased
interest from global investors seeking diverse
investment options and opportunities to grow their
assets in the region. [Bangkok Post]

Singapore: GIC's chief investment officer
to resign after three decades
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(Im) Singapore's sovereign wealth fund, GIC, is set to
experience a leadership change as group chief
investment officer Jeffrey Jaensubhakij prepares to
resign after three decades with the organization,
according to a report by Bloomberg News.
Jaensubhakij, who has served as ClIO since 2017, is
expected to be succeeded by deputy group CIO Bryan
Yeo in April.

While GIC has not confirmed the resignation, it
emphasized its cautious approach to key
appointments, noting that any changes would be
announced in a timely manner.

GIC has been actively expanding its investment
portfolio, including a December announcement of an
additional SGD 202.7 million (USD 150 million)
investment in India-based Asia Healthcare Holdings,
signaling its continued focus on growth opportunities
in key markets. [Reuters] [Bloomberg]

Singapore: Nickel sulphate futures debut
to meet rising battery demand

(Im) Abaxx Exchange, a commodities and futures
exchange headquartered in Singapore, has introduced
nickel sulphate futures contracts to address the
growing demand for battery components and to
manage price discrepancies between different types of
nickel. Nickel sulphate, a key ingredient in electric
vehicle batteries, differs from refined nickel, which is
primarily used in steel production and is deliverable
under London Metal Exchange (LME) contracts.

This launch comes amid calls for alternative pricing
systems following a major short squeeze on the LME in
early 2022. The new futures contracts aim to establish
reliable price benchmarks and reflect the realities of
physical trading in the rapidly evolving market,
according to Abaxx Technologies.

The contracts are US dollar-denominated and
physically deliverable in Singapore, positioning the city-
state as a key hub in the global battery supply chain.
[The Edge Singapore]

Singapore: Three self-radicalized men
detained under Internal Security Act

(fi) Singapore’s Internal Security Department (ISD)
detained three self-radicalized Singaporean men in
October 2024 under the Internal Security Act (ISA). The
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arrests occurred a year after the October 7, 2023,
Hamas attack on Israel, which left 1,200 people dead
and over 250 hostages taken.

The detainees, a 41-year-old digital marketing director,
a 21-year-old lift mechanic, and a 44-year-old security
guard, were reportedly influenced by the ongoing
conflict in the Middle East. ISD stated the men were
separately radicalized online and planned to travel to
the region to fight for militant groups, including Hamas
and Iran-linked organizations.

One individual prepared for armed jihad by practicing
combat skills at home and searching for firearm
training facilities in the region. Another believed in
“end of times"” prophecies and was ready to respond to
perceived religious obligations. ISD emphasized that
the three men acted independently, with no evidence
of them radicalizing or recruiting others.

Authorities noted a broader concern of Middle East
conflicts fueling extremism in Singapore, citing five
similar cases linked to the Israel-Hamas conflict. ISD
also reported the successful rehabilitation of former
detainees and reminded the public to remain vigilant
against radicalization. [The Straits Times]

Thailand: Ruling Pheu Thai Party
strategizes for success in February 1 PAO
elections amid legal scrutiny

(msz/Im) The February 1 Provincial Administrative
Organization (PAO) elections across 47 provinces are a
strategic opportunity for Thai political parties to
solidify their local support bases ahead of the 2027
general elections.

Analysts predict that the ruling Pheu Thai Party, led by
Prime Minister Paetongtarn Shinawatra and her father,
former Prime Minister Thaksin Shinawatra, is poised to
secure the majority of seats. The party leveraging its
influence and strong ties with local political clans,
fielding candidates in 16 provinces and dominating its
traditional strongholds. However, competitive regions
like Nakhon Phanom and Si Sa Ket pose challenges due
to the grassroots presence of the Bhumijaithai Party,
the second-largest party in the Pheu Thai-led coalition
government.

The opposition People's Party (PP) is focusing its efforts
on provinces such as Trat, Samut Sakhon, and Samut
Prakan, with campaign support from Progressive
Movement leader Thanathorn Juangroongruangkit. The
Election Commission (EC) projects a 65 percent voter
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turnout, slightly higher than the 62.86 percent
recorded in 2020. While provinces like Phatthalung and
Chiang Mai historically lead in turnout, areas such as
Nonthaburi and Buri Ram have struggled with lower
participation. [Bangkok Post 1] [Bangkok Post 2]

Notably, controversy surrounds Pheu Thai's campaign,
with allegations of election law violations stemming
from Thaksin’s promise to lower household electricity
prices from THB 4.15 to 3.70 per unit. Critics argue this
pledge constitutes an inducement for voter support.
Prime Minister Paetongtarn later echoed the proposal,
intensifying scrutiny. The EC has launched an
investigation, emphasizing that election campaigns
may reference government policies only if they are
relevant and compliant with election laws. Explicit
inducements or false promises remain prohibited.
[Bangkok Post 3] [Bangkok Post 4]

This controversy evokes a 2014 case where a Senate
candidate was disqualified for making misleading
policy claims.

In response, Deputy Prime Minister Phumtham
Wechayachai - a close ally of Thaksin - clarified on
January 13 that the former Prime Minister's campaign
speeches during the Pheu Thai Party's election drive
represent his personal views and not the official stance
of the party. Separately, Party Secretary-General
Sorawong Thienthong confirmed ongoing discussions
to address concerns and ensure compliance with
election laws. [Bangkok Post 5] [Bangkok Post 6]

The elections also face allegations of vote-buying,
including an audio clip suggesting a THB 20 million
(approximately USD 570,000) operation in Prachin Buri.
The EC is investigating these claims as part of broader
efforts to uphold electoral integrity.

Thailand: Ex-Prime Minister Thaksin,
opposition leader Pita meet in person

(bk) Thaksin Shinawatra, former Prime Minister and
the patriarch of the ruling Pheu Thai Party, and Pita
Limjaroenrat, former leader of the dissolved Move
Forward Party (the predecessor of the main opposition
People's Party) co-chaired the wedding of Thanathorn
Lohsunthorn, Pheu Thai MP for Lampang's
constituency 2, and Rapassorn Niyamosoth, People’s
Party MP for Lampang's constituency 4, on January 10.

The event was attended by various ministers and MPs
from both the Pheu Thai Party and the People Party,
including Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of
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Defence Phumtham Wechayachai, Commerce Minister
Pichai Naripthaphan, Minister attached to the Prime
Minister's Office Chusak Sirinil, and Prime Minister's
Advisor Nattawut Saikua, among others.

Upon arrival, Thaksin was welcomed by ministers, MPs,
and former MPs from the Pheu Thai Party, as well as
the owner of the hosting venue. Thaksin shared with
the press about meeting Pita, saying, "It's good; we'll
meet soon. We haven't met in a while."

Despite speculation about possible political dialogue
between the two high-profile figures, Pita, who
attended the event with Chaithawat Tulathon and
Pannika Wanich, senior members of the Progressive
Movement, made it clear that he had no intention of
discussing politics with Thaksin during the event. He
stated, "I'm happy to exchange thoughts on global
issues. But for serious political conversations,
Parliament would be the appropriate forum, as | am no
longer an MP." His remarks downplayed the
significance of the meeting, reinforcing that the
occasion was personal rather than political. He also
shifted the focus to Natthaphong Ruengpanyawut, the
current leader of the People’s Party, emphasizing that
the upcoming no-confidence debate would be an
important platform for Natthaphong to demonstrate
his capabilities as the leader of the opposition.

When asked whether the wedding symbolized a
potential reconciliation between Pheu Thai and the
People’s Party, Pita dismissed the idea, noting that
personal relationships and political alliances are
different matters. "A wedding is all about love for each
other," he said, rejecting any notion that the marriage
hinted at future political cooperation between the two
parties.

Despite the political attention surrounding the event,
the mood remained lighthearted throughout. Pita and
Pannika were seen interacting amicably with Thaksin
before returning to their seats. Thaksin and Pita were
both invited to give a celebratory toast to the
newlyweds. [Thairath, in Thai] [Thai Post, in Thai] [The
Nation] [Thai PBS World]

Thailand: Government advances casino
legalization as debates over gambling
intensify

(Im/msz) Thailand is moving forward with plans to
legalize casinos as part of broader entertainment
complexes, with the Entertainment Complex Bill
gaining cabinet approval on January 13. The
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government aims to attract tourism, boost the
economy, and regulate illegal gambling, projecting
annual revenues of THB 12-40 billion (USD 342 million-
1.14 billion). Deputy Finance Minister Julapun
Amornvivat emphasized the potential of such
complexes to create thousands of jobs, increase
tourism by up to ten percent, and generate significant
state revenue.

The bill proposes integrated facilities, including malls,
hotels, and theme parks, with strict licensing
conditions. Entry to casinos would be limited to
individuals over 20, with Thai citizens required to pay a
THB 5,000 (USD 142) entry fee per visit. Casino
operators would pay THB 5 billion (USD 142.74 million)
for initial licenses and THB 1 billion (USD 28.55 million)
for annual renewals. [Bangkok Post 1]

Business leaders have welcomed the initiative, citing
examples like Singapore's Marina Bay Sands as
successful models. Analysts predict the complexes
could attract up to 20 million international visitors
annually, benefiting tourism-related industries,
including airlines, hotels, and retail. Companies like
Bangkok Airways, Central Plaza Hotel, and Minor
International are expected to gain from the surge in
tourism.

However, concerns persist regarding social
implications and the effectiveness of regulations. Anti-
gambling advocacy groups and the National Economic
and Social Development Council (NESDC) have urged
the government to conduct further studies on
potential impacts, especially on vulnerable groups like
children. The NESDC noted that gambling revenues
may not add significant value to the economy and
recommended exploring alternatives to stimulate
growth with fewer social repercussions. [Bangkok Post
2]

Additionally, the Council of State, Thailand's legal
advisory body responsible for reviewing legislation to
ensure compliance with constitutional and legal
frameworks, has voiced concerns over the
Entertainment Complex Bill, questioning its alignment
with existing laws and its efficacy in addressing illegal
gambling. It recommended amending the Gambling
Act 1935 instead of introducing new legislation.
[Bangkok Post 3]

In tandem, the government has announced plans to
legalize online gambling, aiming to address the
growing prevalence of unregulated platforms and their
links to online criminal syndicates. Digital Economy and
Society Minister Prasert Jantararuangtong stated that
legalizing online gambling is an urgent priority to
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mitigate its social and economic consequences while
providing the government with tax revenue from an
already significant industry.

Advocates, including Deputy Prime Minister Prasert
Jantararuangtong and former Prime Minister Thaksin
Shinawatra, highlight potential annual revenue
increases of up to THB 475.5 billion (USD 13.58 billion)
and argue regulation could reduce underground
activities. Critics, however, warn of widespread
addiction, financial distress, and increased cybercrime,
citing ineffective enforcement of age restrictions and
money laundering risks. [Bangkok Post 4] [Bangkok
Post 5]

Thailand: Debate on constitutional
drafting assembly postponed to February

(msz) The debate on constitutional amendment
proposals to establish a Charter Drafting Assembly
(CDA) has been deferred to February 14, following an
agreement among government, opposition, and
Senate whips. The delay allows lawmakers additional
time to scrutinize proposals, particularly amendments
to Section 256, which outlines the procedures for
constitutional amendments.

The postponement comes amidst a 180-day “cooling-
off” period required after earlier disagreements
between the House and Senate over public
referendum criteria. Parliament President Wan
Muhamad Noor Matha stated that the delay would not
disrupt the overall timeline for constitutional changes,
though most observers view the standoff as a
significant obstacle to any progress before the
government's term ends in 2027.

Chief government whip and Pheu Thai MP Wisut
Chainarun emphasized the importance of careful
examination of amendment proposals, particularly by
the Senate. He noted that the cabinet would not
present its own bill but would allow coalition parties to
propose their versions.

The opposition People's Party had originally sought
deliberation on its proposed amendment to Section
256, aiming to pave the way for the CDA. While Pheu
Thai, the ruling coalition leader, included constitutional
amendments in its policy statement, the party plans to
submit its proposal separately, after further
discussions with coalition partners.

PM's Office Minister Chousak Sirinil has clarified Pheu
Thai's amendment plans to other coalition parties, with
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submissions to follow when proposals are finalized.
Meanwhile, Pakornwut Udompipatskul, chief
opposition whip for the People’s Party, described the
one-month delay as a compromise to address the
Senate's concerns.

Senator Wuttchart Kalayanamitr reiterated the need
for time to thoroughly review amendment proposals,
as submissions have come from various parties,
including Pheu Thai. [Thai PBS World]

Thailand: Protesters call for
accountability over ex-Prime Minister
Thaksin's hospital stay

A group of around 70 protesters, including student and
civil society groups, rallied at the Royal Thai Police
(RTP) headquarters on January 13, demanding that the
police hand over medical records of former Prime
Minister Thaksin Shinawatra to the Medical Council of
Thailand (MCT) by January 15. [Bangkok Post 1]

The records are central to an ongoing investigation
into whether Thaksin's extended hospital stay at the
Police General Hospital (PGH) was justified or part of
preferential treatment. Thaksin, who was sentenced to
eight years in prison for abuse of power, had his term
reduced to one year through royal clemency. He spent
several months in a premium ward at PGH before
being paroled and completing his sentence on August
31, 2024.

The protesters argue that the MCT's investigation into
the ethics of the doctors involved in Thaksin's
treatment could support the National Anti-Corruption
Commission (NACC) probe into whether 12 officials
from the Department of Corrections (DoC) and PGH
facilitated his hospital stay inappropriately. The
protesters are not seeking to make Thaksin's medical
records public but instead want them submitted to the
MCT and NACC for further investigation.

The protesters warned that if the RTP fails to comply
with the MCT's request by the January 15 deadline,
they would march to Government House to demand
an explanation from Prime Minister Paetongtarn
Shinawatra, who heads the Police Commission. Protest
leader Jaipetch Klajon emphasized that they would
continue their rally outside Government House if
necessary.

In response, Justice Minister Pol Col Tawee Sodsong
confirmed that the Department of Corrections had a
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copy of Thaksin’s medical records and would submit
them to the NACC upon request. [Bangkok Post 1]

The case highlights ongoing tensions over Thaksin’s
treatment during his imprisonment, with the NACC and
MCT both investigating the actions of public officials
involved in his case. Jatuporn Prompan, a prominent
ex-red shirt leader, announced that protesters plan to
petition the government on January 21, demanding
accountability over Thaksin's hospital stay. [Bangkok
Post 2]

Thailand: Public forum set to discuss
controversial 2001 Thailand-Cambodia
MoU

(bk) A public forum will be held in late January to
gather public opinions on the 2001 memorandum of
understanding (MoU) on maritime claims in the Gulf of
Thailand, a key document at the heart of a long-
standing territorial dispute between Thailand and
Cambodia. Foreign Minister Maris Sangiampongsa
revealed this during an interpellation by People's Party
MP for Bangkok, Piyarat Chongthep, in a House
session. The forum will be jointly organized by the
Ministry of Foreign Affairs and several House standing
committees.

The MoU has been a controversial issue, especially for
former yellow-shirt protest leader Sondhi Limthongkul,
who has called for its termination. He has criticized the
MoU for creating an overlapping claims area (OCA) of
26,000 square kilometers, primarily benefiting
Cambodia, which is believed to contain significant
fossil energy resources. Signed during the Thaksin
Shinawatra administration, the MoU allowed
Cambodia to define part of its maritime boundary
within Thai territory, which critics argue could result in
a loss of Thai sovereignty.

Prime Minister Paetongtarn Shinawatra initially
rejected the idea of holding a public forum but later
agreed to gather public opinions on the matter before
making further decisions. The government has not yet
taken action regarding the MoU, which stipulates that
Thailand and Cambodia should negotiate over the
potential joint development of natural resources in the
disputed area. The ongoing territorial dispute remains
a source of tension, with activists, led by Sondhi,
threatening to escalate their protests if the
government does not scrap the MoU. [Bangkok Post]


https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-sjlkddd-l-jju/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-sjlkddd-l-jtl/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-sjlkddd-l-jtl/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-sjlkddd-l-jtr/

Thailand: Prime Minister Paetongtarn
denies allegations of wealth concealment

(Im) Prime Minister Paetongtarn Shinawatra has
refuted claims that a debt of THB 4.43 billion (USD 128
million) listed in her asset and liability declaration was
an attempt to obscure her personal wealth. The
declaration, required for all political office holders,
revealed the combined assets of the prime minister
and her husband, Pitaka Suksawat, amounted to THB
13.99 billion (USD 404 million), with their debt totaling
THB 4.44 billion (USD 128 million).

Paetongtarn's liabilities, primarily owed to family
members, included a THB 2.3 billion (USD 66 million)
debt to her elder sister, Pintongtha Kunakornwong.
Concerns were raised over whether these debts could
be perceived as a tactic to conceal wealth. However,
the prime minister maintained that the debts were
legitimate and fully documented, emphasizing
compliance with legal requirements.

Addressing comparisons to her father, former Prime
Minister Thaksin Shinawatra, who faced asset
concealment charges in 2001, Paetongtarn dismissed
parallels, asserting transparency and adherence to the
law in her declarations. She assured that all necessary
disclosures had been submitted to the National Anti-
Corruption Commission. [Bangkok Post]

Thailand: Ex-Prime Minister Yingluck
Shinawatra not qualified for alternative
prison detention program

(acs) Former Prime Minister Yingluck Shinawatra will
not qualify for Thailand's upcoming alternative prison
detention program if she returns, Justice Minister
Tawee Sodsong confirmed. Yingluck, the sister of
former Prime Minister and de facto Pheu Thai Party
leader Thaksin Shinawatra, was sentenced in absentia
to five years in prison in 2017 for negligence in a rice-
pledging scheme that caused an estimated THB 500
billion (approximately USD 14.27 billion) in losses. The
program requires a maximum sentence of four years
for eligibility.

The justice minister declined to comment on Yingluck's
potential eligibility if her sentence were reduced. He
emphasized that the new detention program is not
designed to benefit any specific individual and aligns
with international corrections standards. Overcrowded
and aging prison facilities in Thailand have prompted
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the initiative, which studies show could reduce
recidivism rates.

Yingluck, now 57, has lived abroad since her conviction.
Speculation about the program facilitating her return
was dismissed by the minister, who stated that the
policy is intended for all eligible convicts and not
tailored for any particular case. The program, which
has gained public approval, is still being finalized.
[Bangkok Post]

Thailand: Senior Buddhist official accused
of graft

(msz) The National Anti-Corruption Commission (NACC)
has accused Narongdech Chaiyanet, a senior official at
the National Office of Buddhism (NOB), of
accumulating unusual wealth totaling THB 30.08
million (approximately USD 857,142) during his tenure
between 2009 and 2017.

An investigation revealed that Narongdech, who held
senior roles in Amnat Charoen and Singburi provinces
and directed the NOB's Buddhist Propagation
Promotion Division, reported an income of THB 3.77
million (approximately USD 107,857) to the Revenue
Department. However, this was inconsistent with his
substantial assets, which included over THB 19 million
(approximately USD 542,857) in 20 savings accounts,
THB 6.35 million (approximately USD 181,428) in land
and property, THB 2.5 million (approximately USD
71,428) in special savings certificates, and investments
in stocks and vehicles.

The NACC plans to forward its findings to the attorney
general's office to seek court approval for confiscating
Narongdech's assets under the Organic Act on
Prevention and Suppression of Corruption. The
commission will also recommend disciplinary action to
his superiors and proposes that he be removed from
his position within 60 days for malfeasance. [Bangkok
Post]

Thailand: Senate votes in favor of first
reading of controversial fishing bill

(bk) Thailand’s Senate voted overwhelmingly in favor of
the first reading of a bill amending the Fisheries
Executive Decree 2015, which would allow nighttime
fishing with fine-mesh nets within 12 nautical miles of
the shore. The proposed changes, initially introduced


https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-sjlkddd-l-jtj/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-sjlkddd-l-jtt/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-sjlkddd-l-jtt/

by the now-defunct main opposition Move Forward
Party, have reignited protests from the Federation of
Thai Fisherfolk Association (FTFA) and environmental
groups, who warn of significant ecological and
economic consequences. [Bangkok Post 1]

The FTFA, supported by approximately 100 protesters
at Government House, has petitioned the Senate to
reconsider the bill, emphasizing that the use of fine-
mesh nets and bright lights for fishing could result in
the depletion of juvenile fish and marine resources.
The association estimates economic losses exceeding
THB 200 billion (approximately USD 5.7 billion)
annually and stresses the need to preserve marine
biodiversity and ecosystems.

The FTFA also criticized provisions enabling offshore
transshipment of fish, arguing that such practices
could facilitate illegal fishing and obscure supply chain
transparency. They demanded the inclusion of
representatives from local fishermen, environmental
organizations, and academics in the Senate’s special
committee, which will study the bill over the next 30
days.

Proponents of the amendment, including the
Department of Fisheries, argue that easing restrictions
could reduce Thailand's reliance on imported fish
species, such as stolephorus anchovies, saving
substantial costs. However, environmental advocates
caution against undermining sustainability, urging a
return to the original restrictions.

The Chairman of the Senate Fisheries Subcommittee,
Thanakorn Thawornchinchoti, pledged a fair review,
while Senator Prapart Pintobtang stressed the
importance of balancing sustainable resource use with
the rights of local communities. The Department of
Fisheries reaffirmed its commitment to safeguarding
marine resources for sustainable use. [Bangkok Post 2]

In a separate issue, farmers from 19 provinces
gathered to protest the spread of blackchin tilapia, an
invasive fish species damaging ecosystems and
livelihoods. They demanded financial relief, ecosystem
restoration, and accountability from the Charoen
Pokphand Group (CP Group) for its alleged role in the
spread. Farmers called on CP Group to allocate part of
its THB 7.3 billion (approximately USD 208 million)
profit to address environmental damage. The
Department of Fisheries reported progress in
containing the species, with affected provinces
reduced from 19 to 17, but farmers continued to push
for stricter measures and eradication by 2026.
[Bangkok Post 3]
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Thailand: Government cautions
opposition against visiting detained Thai
fishermen in Myanmar

(acs) The Thai Ministry of Foreign Affairs has urged
opposition representatives, particularly Viroj
Lakkhanaadisorn, a People's Party MP and the
chairman of the House Committee on Military Affairs,
to reconsider plans to visit four Thai fishermen
detained in Myanmar. The ministry warned that such a
visit might be interpreted by Myanmar as political
interference, potentially complicating ongoing
diplomatic efforts to secure their release.

The fishermen were detained following a November
30, 2024, incident in which a Myanmar naval vessel
fired on Thai fishing boats near the Ranong coast,
seizing one vessel and its 31 crew members. Four Thai
nationals among the crew were sentenced on
December 16 to prison terms ranging from four to six
years and fined between 30,000 and 200,000 kyats
(approximately USD 10-62).

While Thai authorities initially hoped the fishermen
would be pardoned during Myanmar's Independence
Day amnesty on January 4, their release has been
delayed. Negotiations involving Thailand's Ministry of
Foreign Affairs, military, and police are ongoing, with
expectations of a resolution by mid-January.

Despite these efforts, Viroj announced plans for the
House Military Affairs Committee to visit Kawthong City
on January 13-14 to meet the detainees. The Foreign
Ministry emphasized that formal permission through
diplomatic channels would be required for such a visit.
Vice Minister Russ Jalichandra and other officials
cautioned that the move could harm Thailand's
diplomatic standing and prolong the fishermen's
detention.

Critics, including Viroj and fellow People's Party MP
Rangsiman Rome, have accused the government of
mishandling the case, citing a lack of initial protests
over the detentions and insufficient legal support for
the crew. They urged stronger action to pressure
Myanmar for the fishermen's release, while the
Foreign Ministry reiterated its focus on resolving the
issue diplomatically. [Bangkok Post] [The Nation]

Thailand: Marriage Equality Act set to
take effect on January 23
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(bk) The Marriage Equality Act in Thailand, which was
signed into law in September 2024, is set to become
effective on January 23. This landmark legislation
allows LGBTQ couples to legally register their
marriages. The law amends the Civil and Commercial
Code by replacing traditional terms like “husband” and
“wife” with “spouse” and changing gender-specific
terms such as “man” and “woman” to the gender-
neutral term “person,” enabling gender-neutral
marriage registrations. As a result, all existing laws
related to marriage, including those regarding
“husbands” and “wives,” will now apply equally to all
legally-married couples, regardless of gender.

In addition to the marriage equality provisions, the Act
raises the minimum legal age for marriage from 17 to

18, aligning with international standards on children's

rights.

The legislation was passed after significant
deliberation: it was approved by parliament on March
27,2024, passed its first Senate reading on April 2,
2024, and completed its second and third Senate
readings on June 18, 2024. It was then signed into law
by the king on September 24, 2024, with a 120-day
moratorium to allow for necessary administrative
changes. The law will now come into force on January
23, 2025.

To ensure smooth implementation of the new law, the
Ministry of Interior has been preparing for the
registration of marriages under the new framework, as
well as making the necessary changes to its computer
systems. The Bangkok Metropolitan Administration
(BMA) has also prepared its personnel and district
offices, conducting a workshop on gender sensitivity to
help officials interact effectively with LGBTQ couples.
BMA deputy governor Sanon Wangsrangboon
emphasized the importance of understanding among
officials, in addition to legal readiness. He mentioned
that at least 100 couples have pre-registered for
marriage on January 23, and the BMA expects at least
300 couples to register, with additional preparations in
place for more. [Prachatai English]

Thailand: PM2.5 fine dust pollution
fluctuates; unsafe air levels across
numerous provinces

(Im/bk) Thailand is grappling with fluctuating PM2.5
fine dust pollution, affecting public health and
prompting new policies. Unsafe air levels have been
reported across numerous provinces, with conditions
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improving in some regions due to favorable weather
but expected to worsen again soon.

Recent assessments by the Geo-Informatics and Space
Technology Development Agency (Gistda) reveal varied
air quality. On January 8, hazardous "red" PM2.5 levels
were recorded in 39 provinces, with the highest in
Samut Sakhon at 143.1 pg/m?, far above the safe
threshold of 37.5 pg/m?. By January 12, unsafe air was
detected in only 16 provinces, while 11 provinces,
including Bangkok, showed good air quality. However,
consistent monitoring reveals shifting conditions
influenced by weather patterns. [Bangkok Post 1]
[Bangkok Post 2] [Bangkok Post 3]

To mitigate the crisis, Bangkok Governor Chadchart
Sittipunt has announced measures including a
voluntary work-from-home policy to reduce traffic-
induced pollution. The Bangkok Metropolitan
Administration (BMA) will close schools during critical
air quality episodes and prohibit large lorries from
entering the city center. Additionally, the BMA is
implementing educational initiatives in schools,
providing air quality monitors and creating dust-free
classrooms for kindergarten students. [Bangkok Post
4]

Thailand continues to battle fluctuating PM2.5 fine
dust pollution, with unsafe air levels reported across
numerous provinces. Recent assessments from the
Geo-Informatics and Space Technology Development
Agency (Gistda) highlight alarming levels, particularly in
Samut Sakhon, which recorded 143.1 pg/m? on January
8—far above the safe threshold of 37.5 pg/m?. While
air quality improved in some areas by January 12,
unsafe conditions persisted in 16 provinces,
underscoring the crisis's severity and the impact of
weather patterns.

The Industry Ministry is tackling PM2.5 pollution from
agricultural practices by proposing a THB 7 billion (USD
202 million) subsidy program aimed at curbing
sugarcane crop burning, a significant contributor to
fine dust pollution. The initiative encourages farmers
to sell 100 percent of their harvest and directs inedible
sugarcane parts, such as leaves and stumps, to
biomass power plants for fuel.

To date, 58 sugar producers have agreed to
participate, committing not to purchase sugarcane
from farmers who burn their crops. Currently, 20.18
percent of sugarcane purchased nationwide—
approximately 4 million tons out of 19 million tons—
originates from burned farms. The Ministry aims to
reduce this proportion and promote more sustainable
agricultural practices, aligning efforts with broader


https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-sjlkddd-l-jir/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-sjlkddd-l-jiy/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-sjlkddd-l-jij/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-sjlkddd-l-jit/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-sjlkddd-l-jit/

goals to mitigate PM2.5 pollution and its chronic health
risks, including heart and lung diseases. [The Nation]

Thailand: Education Ministry to distribute
tablets to 600,000 high school students by
June

(msz) The Thai Ministry of Education plans to distribute
tablets to 600,000 high school students by June 2025 to
enhance learning accessibility and reduce educational
inequality. Assistant Education Minister Siripong
Angkasakulkiat announced that procurement terms of
reference are being finalized and delivery is scheduled
to align with the start of the 2025 academic year.

The initiative will expand in the 2026 fiscal year to
include junior high school students and additional high
school students. The program's digital content,
developed in 2024, is currently undergoing trials.
[Bangkok Post]

Thailand: Shortage of mental health
support for young people highlighted

(Im) A recent study by the Thai Health Promotion
Foundation (ThaiHealth) reveals a critical shortage of
specialist psychologists in Thailand, limiting access to
mental health care for young people suffering from
depression. With a national average of 2,200 cases of
depression per 100,000 people among those aged 15
and older, there are only 295 psychologists specializing
in depression, a third of whom are based in Bangkok.

The report, jointly conducted with the 101 Public Policy
Think Tank, also notes an alarming increase in suicide
rates, rising from 6.11 per 100,000 people in 2017 to
7.94in 2023. A Mental Health Check-in application
survey from 2022 to 2023 found that 17.4 percent of
youths under 18 were at high risk of self-harm, while
10.28 percent showed a high likelihood of depression.
[Bangkok Post]

Thailand: Amazon Web Services Thailand
Region to add USD 10 billion to GDP and
11,000 jobs

(hrs) Amazon Web Services (AWS) has officially
launched its new Asia Pacific (Thailand) Region and has
committed to investing over US$5 billion in Thailand as
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part of its long-term strategy, with the construction
and ongoing operation of this new AWS Region
estimated to add approximately US$10 billion to the
country’s GDP. It is expected to support and generate
over 11,000 jobs annually across various industries,
including construction, maintenance, and engineering.

Thai Prime Minister Paetongtarn Shinawatra expressed
appreciation for AWS's investment, spotlighting its role
in advancing Thailand's digital transformation and
promoting inclusivity in digital services for all citizens.
AWS's new Thailand Region, comprising three
Availability Zones, will enable businesses and
government entities to leverage cloud capabilities such
as compute, storage, analytics, and machine learning
with low latency and high availability.

Prasad Kalyanaraman, Vice President of Infrastructure
Services at AWS, stated that the new region would
support Thailand’s growing demand for cloud services
and play a key role in accelerating the country’s
position as a regional hub for artificial intelligence.
AWS now operates 111 Availability Zones across 35
geographic regions, with plans for further expansion.

AWS customers in Thailand, including Bank of
Ayudhya, Charoen Pokphand Group, and KASIKORN
Business-Technology Group, are expected to benefit
from the resulting enhanced cloud infrastructure,
improved network response times, and stronger data
security. These organisations, along with public sector
bodies like the Big Data Institute and the Stock
Exchange of Thailand, are already using AWS to drive
digital transformation and enhance services.

On top of infrastructure investments, AWS has made
important contributions in upskilling the Thai
workforce, having trained over 50,000 individuals in
cloud skills since 2017. The company also launched
several initiatives aimed at students to prepare them
for in-demand cloud roles, including the AWS
Academy, which currently operates in more than 30
Thai universities. [Business Today]

Thailand: Opposition MP pushes for Direct
PPA model over controversial power
purchase agreement

(bk) Supachot Chaiyasat, a list MP of the main
opposition People's Party, has called on the
government to cancel a proposed clean energy power
purchase agreement for the procurement of 3,668.5
megawatts of electricity. He warned that, if
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implemented, it could lead to high electricity costs for
the public over the next 25 years.

Earlier, on December 25, 2024, the National Energy
Policy Council (NEPC) decided to delay executing the
agreement amid growing concerns about the selection
process for electricity providers, which critics believe
may favor certain large energy corporations at the
expense of public interest. It is also worth noting that,
while the NEPC has promised to establish a team to
investigate the procurement process, there is still no
clear timeline for its eventual resolution. The Energy
Regulatory Commission (ERC), responsible for
implementing the process, has not responded to the
NEPC's decision to delay either.

Supachot pointed out the ambiguity of the NEPC's
resolution, which mentioned a delay for "verification of
correctness." He questioned whether this referred to
verifying procedural compliance in this particular case
or re-evaluating the overall clean energy procurement

policy.

To address the issue comprehensively, he urged Prime
Minister Paetongtarn Shinawatra, the Energy Minister,
and the NEPC to abandon this agreement in its entirety
and shift towards a Direct Power Purchase Agreements
(Direct PPA) model for acquiring renewable energy
instead. He explained that this approach would enable
factories and power users to directly contract clean
energy retailers, allowing market entry for new players,
fostering competitive pricing, and ensuring that the
procurement process is transparent. This, he added,
would help Thailand increase its share of clean energy
without imposing undue financial burdens on
consumers. [The Nation] [The Standard, in Thai]

Thailand: Household debt rises to 104
percent of GDP

(bk) A study by Chulalongkorn University,
commissioned by the Joint Standing Committee for
Commerce, Industry, and Banking (JSCCIB), reveals that
Thailand's household debt, including informal loans,
surged to 104 percent of GDP in the fourth quarter of
2024. This figure contrasts with the official Bank of
Thailand statistic of 90 percent, as informal debt is
excluded from formal records. On average, Thai
households carry THB 98,538 (approximately USD
2,823) in informal debt.

The report highlights that 40 percent of Thai
households are engaged in informal debt, either as
borrowers or creditors. Informal debt often serves as a
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financial lifeline for daily expenses, business
operations, and emergencies, especially for
households participating in the formal economy.
Approximately 30 percent of these households rely on
informal borrowing for liquidity management.

Experts warn that high household debt levels pose a
significant challenge to Thailand’s economic growth.
The study suggests leveraging digital technology to
create a comprehensive borrower database, enabling
better access to formal funding sources and long-term
debt management for households and small and
medium-sized enterprises (SMEs).

The JSCCIB projects Thai GDP growth of 2.4 to 2.9
percent in 2025, compared to 2.8 percent in 2024,
driven by an expected 39 million tourist arrivals and
government stimulus measures. However, export
growth is forecasted to slow to 1.5 to 2.5 percent,
down from 4 percent in 2024. Inflation is anticipated to
rise slightly to 0.8 to 1.2 percent from 0.4 percent last
year.

Sanan Angubolkul, chairman of the Thai Chamber of
Commerce, stressed the need for structural reforms to
sustain economic growth. He warned that ending
stimulus measures in the second half of 2025, coupled
with proposed tax increases, could strain large
corporations and exacerbate challenges for
households and SMEs. [Bangkok Post]

Thailand: Government announces new
criteria for state welfare cards

(msz) Thailand's Deputy Finance Minister Julapun
Amornvivat announced updated eligibility criteria for
state welfare cards, with a new registration round likely
to commence on March 31. The program, which
currently benefits 14.5 million individuals, is being
revised to better target those in need.

The updated criteria will include assessments of land
ownership and asset holdings in addition to existing
measures. Current cardholders who meet the new

requirements will retain their benefits automatically.

Eligibility is limited to Thai nationals aged 18 or older
with an annual income not exceeding THB 100,000
(USD 2,895) and a total family income averaging no
more than THB 100,000 (USD 2,895) annually.
Additional restrictions include financial assets,
significant loans, and real estate ownership.
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The Fiscal Policy Office is revising these criteria, which
have been in use for the past two years, to ensure the
program effectively addresses economic inequality.
[Bangkok Post]

Thailand: Universal Healthcare Coverage
launches telehealth kiosks

(bk) The National Health Security Office (NHSO) in
Thailand is expanding its telehealth kiosk program,
known as Tu Huang Yai (Care Cabinet), to enhance
access to primary healthcare services in both Bangkok
and other provinces. The program is part of the
Universal Healthcare Coverage (UHC) scheme, also
called the THB 30 (USD 0.9) Gold Card scheme, which
provides affordable healthcare to all Thai citizens.

The kiosks are equipped with devices to measure vital
health metrics, such as temperature, pulse, respiratory
rate, and blood pressure. After collecting the data,
patients can consult with a doctor remotely for basic
care related to 42 minor ailments. If prescribed
medication, patients can have it delivered or pick it up
from a pharmacy under the UHC scheme.

Currently, the telehealth kiosks are installed in four
locations across Bangkok, with plans to expand to a
total of 50 kiosks throughout the city. The NHSO's
telehealth kiosk program aims to address a major
challenge in the Thai healthcare system: the high
number of hospital visits each year (estimated at 304
million) and the long waiting times at health facilities.
By offering remote consultations and on-site health
services, the NHSO hopes to make healthcare more
efficient, reduce the burden on hospitals, and improve
the overall quality of healthcare services. [Thai PBS
World]

Thailand: Government to launch
cryptocurrency pilot project for tourists in
Phuket

(msz) On December 8, Deputy Prime Minister and
Finance Minister Pichai Chunhavajira unveiled a pilot
project that will use cryptocurrency as an alternative to
cash in Phuket, a popular tourist destination. Pichai
explained that the move marked the government's
policy to test cryptocurrencies in tourism-focused cities
to facilitate foreign tourists to use their digital assets
for payments. He added that the initiative is backed by
the existing government mechanisms ruling out the
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need to make amendments to current laws. Under the
scheme, the foreign tourists will register their Bitcoins
through a Thai exchange and verify their identities
before using them to purchase goods and services.
Bitcoins will then be converted by a clearing house into
Thai baht. [The Nation]

Thailand: Unauthorized loan app found
pre-installed on Oppo and Realme,
prompting consumer backlash

(bk) Mobile phone brands Oppo and Realme issued
formal apologies on January 11, after users discovered
an unauthorized loan application, "Fineasy," pre-
installed on their devices. The app, which could not be
removed, had intrusive access to personal information,
including contacts, and could send notifications
without user consent.

The incident prompted criticism from the Thailand
Consumers Council, which stated that installing such
applications without explicit user permission
constitutes a breach of consumer rights. The council
expressed concerns about potential misuse of
personal data, financial exploitation, and the risk of
scams, urging regulatory bodies such as the National
Broadcasting and Telecommunication Commission
(NBTC) and the Bank of Thailand to take immediate
action.

Both Oppo and Realme acknowledged the issue and
assured users that they are cooperating with relevant
authorities to resolve it. They clarified that the loan-
related feature had now been removed from the
Fineasy app, leaving only general utility functions. The
companies announced that they were accelerating
efforts to enable users to uninstall the app by
themselves. Until then, affected users were advised to
visit service centers nationwide for assistance with app
removal.

Despite these efforts, the issue went viral on social
media, with numerous netizens expressing outrage.
The controversy has sparked broader discussions
about consumer rights and privacy in mobile
technology. [The Nation]

Thailand: Chinese buyers dominate condo
market in 2024, Myanmar purchases hit
record high
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(bk) Chinese buyers led the pack in Thai condo
transfers to foreigners, followed by Myanmar and
Russian buyers in the first nine months of 2024.

Representing the largest share of sales, Chinese buyers
purchased 4,386 units worth THB 20.2 billion (USD 582
million), equivalent to 39.7 percent of the total number
of units and 39.3 percent of the total value of condo
transfers to foreign buyers.

Thai condo transfers to Myanmar buyers set a new
record in 2024. By the end of the first nine months, the
number of units sold to Myanmar buyers had reached
1,050, worth a total of THB 5.46 billion (USD 157
million). This marks a significant increase from 347
units worth THB 2.25 billion (USD 65 million) during the
same period in 2023. Despite the Myanmar
government's crackdown on Thai condo purchases in
April 2024, sales to Myanmar buyers remained strong,
as many had already completed their purchases and
transferred funds before the crackdown.

The total number of condo transfers to foreign buyers
nationwide in the first nine months of 2024 amounted
to 11,036 units worth THB 51.5 billion (USD 1.5 billion),
marking a 3.1 percent increase in the number of units
from the previous year, though the value dropped
slightly by 1.5 percent compared to 2023.

Geographically, Bangkok continued to be the leading
destination for foreign buyers, with the highest
number and value of condo transfers. Chon Buri
followed, accounting for 38.7 percent of the total
number and 36 percent of the value of foreign condo
transfers. [Bangkok Post 1]

In Bangkok, the demand is particularly strong for
properties near international schools, with locations
such as Siam-Nana, Asoke-Ekkamai, and Silom-Sathorn
leading in popularity. As of mid-2024, Bangkok had 144
international schools, attracting high-net-worth
individuals (HNWIs) and expats seeking family-friendly
living options. Condos priced above THB 150,000
(approximately USD 4,320) per square meter near
schools and transit hubs saw a high absorption rate of
85.9 percent, underscoring their appeal despite a
broader market slowdown. [Bangkok Post 2]

Thailand: Defense Minister Phumtham
supports Swedish Gripen jets over US F-
16s

(msz) The Thai Defense Ministry has endorsed the
Royal Thai Air Force (RTAF)'s decision to select
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Sweden'’s Gripen fighter jets over the U.S.-made F-16s
in its plan to acquire four new fighter jets, valued at
THB 19 billion (USD 570 million). The procurement,
delayed in recent years due to budget constraints from
the COVID-19 pandemic, is expected to conclude by
the end of 2025.

Deputy Prime Minister and Defense Minister
Phumtham Wechayachai expressed confidence in the
RTAF's selection, emphasizing that the Gripen jets
meet the country's defense requirements and
budgetary constraints. He noted that a technological
transfer component is integral to the deal.

The RTAF evaluated bids from Saab AB, the Gripen
manufacturer, and Lockheed Martin, which produces
the F-16. Although the U.S. government offered low-
interest loans to facilitate the purchase of American
aircraft, the RTAF preferred the Gripen, citing its
suitability and operational compatibility.

The Gripen's unique ability to take off and land on
short runways or highways—requiring less than 800
meters—will be tested in February to assess its
performance under emergency conditions. [Bangkok
Post] [The Nation]

Thailand: Payment proposal for military
exemption sparks criticism

(Im) The Thai Defense Ministry is considering a
proposal allowing men to pay for exemption from
conscription, with funds directed toward supporting
voluntary enlistees. The idea, suggested by Lt. Gen.
Taweepool Rimsakorn of the Territorial Defence
Command, aims to facilitate a transition from
conscription to a voluntary enlistment system.
However, critics argue it could exacerbate inequalities
by favoring wealthier families.

Defense Minister Phumtham Wechayachai emphasized
that the proposal is one of several options under
review and stressed the importance of maintaining
adequate military personnel levels. Lt. Gen. Taweepool
suggested that the exemption fees could help address
budgetary constraints while incentivizing voluntary
service. However, he acknowledged the potential
controversy surrounding the idea.

People’s Party MP Wiroj Lakkhanaadisorn criticized the
proposal, calling it a system that reinforces class
disparities and questioning whether it seeks to
legitimize under-the-table payments already
associated with avoiding conscription. He urged the
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Defense Ministry to address abuse within the military
and improve conditions for conscripts instead of
implementing measures perceived as discriminatory.
[Bangkok Post]

Thailand: Bomb near Pattani police
station injures six paramilitary rangers

(Im) A bomb exploded near the Muang Pattani police
station in Pattani province on the morning of January
13, injuring six paramilitary rangers. The incident
highlights ongoing security challenges in the region,
though authorities have yet to release further details
about the perpetrators or the motive behind the
attack. [Bangkok Post]

Thailand: Authorities seize USD 2.86
million in counterfeit cough medicine
bust

(acs) Thai police and health officials conducted a series
of raids across Nakhon Pathom, Samut Sakhon, and
Bangkok, uncovering a counterfeit cough syrup
production network valued at over THB 100 million
(approximately USD 2.86 million). The operation, led by
the Central Investigation Bureau (CIB) and the Food
and Drug Administration (FDA), targeted four locations,
including a production facility, a courier service, a
label-making firm, and a storage warehouse.

Authorities confiscated 54,000 bottles of fake cough
syrup, alongside ingredients, packaging materials, and
equipment. The counterfeit products were linked to
the creation of "4x100" formula cocktails—a habit-
forming mixture often laced with kratom juice and
other substances. These cocktails are reportedly a
gateway to more dangerous drugs among youth.

The production facilities were described as makeshift
and unsanitary, with workers living in poor conditions
to avoid detection. Offenders face severe penalties,
including up to life imprisonment and fines of up to
THB 50,000 (approximately USD 1,430) for producing
and selling fake medicine. [Bangkok Post]

Thailand: Forest fires in Pak Chong expose
funding shortfalls
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(Im) Forest fires in Pak Chong district, Nakhon
Ratchasima, have destroyed nearly 1,000 rai
(approximately 160 hectares) since January 3, with the
flames encroaching just 5 kilometers from Khao Yai
National Park, a UNESCO World Heritage Site.
Authorities suspect that animal poaching activities may
have caused the fires. The incident has intensified
criticism of the government's budget cuts for forest fire
prevention and management, which opposition
People's Party (PP) claims have left local and national
agencies ill-equipped to address such disasters.
[Bangkok Post 1]

Chiang Mai MP Phattarapong Leelaphat highlighted
that the Department of Local Administration's budget
for forest fire prevention in the 2025 fiscal year was
drastically reduced. While the department requested
THB 1.3 billion (approximately USD 37.16 million) for
1,800 tambon administrative organizations (TAOs), it
was allocated only THB 122 million (approximately USD
3.49 million). For instance, Phaya Yen TAO in Pak
Chong received no funds for combating forest fires on
Khao Loi Mountain, receiving instead a mere THB
10,000 (approximately USD 285) for training and THB
200,000 (approximately USD 5,715) for emergency
disaster management.

National agencies also faced significant funding
shortfalls. The Department of National Parks, Wildlife
and Plant Conservation received only THB 392 million
(approximately USD 11.21 million) of its THB 1.4 billion
(approximately USD 40 million) request, while the
Royal Forest Department was allocated THB 137
million (approximately USD 3.92 million) of its THB 509
million (approximately USD 14.57 million) request.
These cuts have severely impacted the procurement of
essential equipment, such as heat-sensing drones and
air blowers, crucial for effective forest fire
management. [Bangkok Post 2]

Thailand: Coastal communities in Surat
Thani struggle amid severe flooding and
huge waves

(Im) Surat Thani province, including the popular
holiday destination of Koh Phangan, faced significant
damage on January 12, as strong waves and higher sea
levels wreaked havoc across seven districts: Tha
Chana, Chaiya, Tha Chang, Kanchanadit, Don Sak,
Muang, and Koh Phangan.

Surat Thani Governor Theerut Supawibulpol stated
that authorities are assessing the damage and
preparing for potential evacuations. [Bangkok Post]
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Vietham: Former lawmakers sentenced
for corruption and abuse of power

(Im) On January 13, former Vietnamese National
Assembly members Luu Binh Nhuong and Le Thanh
Van were sentenced for corruption and abuse of
power, marking another chapter in Vietnam's ongoing
anti-corruption campaign, known as the "blazing
furnace."

Nhuong, the former deputy head of the National
Assembly’s Ombudsman Committee, received a 13-
year sentence for extorting businesses, misusing his
position to secure personal benefits, and facilitating
illegal property transactions. One such deal involved
Nhuong acquiring 30 hectares of tidal land at a
significantly reduced price, exploiting his influence for
financial gain.

Alongside Nhuong, Le Thanh Van, a former deputy of
the 15th National Assembly, was sentenced to seven
years for abusing his position to secure business
benefits, including accepting land and bribes in
exchange for facilitating development projects. Their
corrupt activities, including extortion and bribery, led
to systematic abuse of power, undermining public
trust and damaging the integrity of government
institutions.

Three other individuals, including former presidential
office legal specialist Nguyen Van Vuong, were also
sentenced for related crimes. [Radio Free Asia] [Viet
Nam News]

Vietnam: Prime Minister chairs 10th
meeting on government restructuring and
internal reforms

(Im) Prime Minister Pham Minh Chinh chaired the 10th
meeting of the Government Steering Committee on
January 13 to review the implementation of the 12th
Party Central Committee's resolution on the continued
reform and restructuring of the political system. [Viet
Nam News 1]

The restructuring aims to streamline the government
by reducing its size, with plans to cut 20 percent of the
workforce through the dissolution of numerous
departments and sub-departments. This proposal,
excluding the Ministry of Public Security and the
Ministry of National Defense, envisions a leaner
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structure comprising 22 ministries and agencies,
alongside a focus on improving the quality of civil
servants.

The Party Central Committee will meet later in January
to discuss these restructuring plans in detail, while the
National Assembly is expected to hold sessions in
February.

Prior to the Committee’s meeting, the Permanent
Deputy Prime Minister, Nguyen Hoa Binh, issued an
official request for ministers to submit their
restructuring plans, including details on functions,
authorities, and structures, by January 13. [Viet Nam
News 2]

Vietnam: National Assembly looks to build
e-parliament

(he) The National Assembly (NA) of Vietnam seeks to
build a fully digital parliament, aligning with the
National Digital Transformation Program until 2025
and a vision to 2030. The program prioritizes the
application of information technology to streamline
operations, enhance leadership, and boost efficiency
and innovation in a digital setting.

From 2024 to 2026, NA will restructure its IT
infrastructure, transitioning to cloud computing
technology with high redundancy to meet modern
standards. All NA deputies, officials, and civil servants
will be equipped with digital signatures, enabling 100
percent of operations to shift to the digital
environment by 2026. Artificial intelligence (Al) will be
integrated to support professional functions.

For the next phase from 2027 to 2030, NA's focus will
shift to enhancing data security and cyber-attack
response through a multi-layered information security
system. A bespoke IT software system will be
developed to facilitate legislation, supervision,
decision-making, and voter communication. The
initiative also includes connecting with e-parliaments
worldwide and the Inter-Parliamentary Union to foster
international collaboration.

For the success of this program to ensure a digital
transformation among Vietnam’s government workers,
there will be a need for strong leadership from the NA
Standing Committee, the Steering Committee on
Digital Transformation, and close coordination among
NA agencies. [Viet Nam News]
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Vietnam: Controversy over new traffic
fines

(Im) Vietnam’s implementation of stricter traffic fines
under Decree 168 has sparked widespread public
dissatisfaction, with fines for violations such as running
red lights, driving on sidewalks, and using cellphones
while driving increasing significantly. Effective January
1, the penalties are intended to improve road safety
but have inadvertently worsened traffic congestion in
cities like Ho Chi Minh City and Hanoi.

Fines for car drivers running red lights have risen from
VND 4 million (USD 157) to VND 18 million (USD 709),
while motorcyclists face increased penalties from VND
1 million (USD 39) to VND 4 million (USD 157). Despite
some improvement in driver behavior, critics argue
that the infrastructure does not yet support the
stringent enforcement.

The decree follows earlier crackdowns on drunk
driving, which reduced nighttime alcohol consumption
but also faced criticism for imposing zero-tolerance
policies. [Radio Free Asia]

Vietnam: Ex-lawyer sentenced to three
years over Facebook posts

(he/Im) Prominent Hanoi-based lawyer and former
deputy chairperson of the Hanoi Bar Association, Tran
Dinh Trien, has been sentenced to three years in
prison under Article 331 of Vietnam'’s criminal code for
Facebook posts criticizing former Chief Justice Nguyen
Hoa Binh. Trien, who also led the Vi Dan “For the
People” legal firm, was convicted on January 10 for
allegedly posting "unauthenticated content" that
damaged the reputation of the court and chief justice,
with the court labeling his actions a threat to security
and social order.

The posts, made in April and May 2024, accused Binh
of barring defendants’ families from attending trials
and restricting recordings during open hearings.
Human Rights Watch and other international
organizations condemned the sentence, viewing it as
part of a broader crackdown on dissent in Vietnam.
The court argued that while free speech is
constitutionally recognized, it must not "damage state
interests."

Trien's legal license was suspended just a week before
his trial. Arrested in June 2024, he had a history of
defending activists and handling sensitive cases, such
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as land confiscation disputes. His team of 12 defense
lawyers argued for his innocence, emphasizing his
right to freedom of speech.

This case highlights Vietnam'’s intensified use of Article
331, which is frequently deployed to target dissenters.
At least 24 people were convicted under this provision
in 2024. Activists and rights groups argue that such
measures reflect the government's heavy restrictions
on free speech, with Vietnam ranking 74th out of 180
in press freedom by Reporters Without Borders.

Adding to concerns, Vietnam recently introduced
regulations under Decree 147 requiring social media
platforms like Facebook and TikTok to verify user
identities through phone numbers or ID cards,
effectively handing over users' data to authorities.
Critics view these actions as part of an escalating
campaign to silence dissent and suppress online
freedom. [The Straits Times]

In a related case, a 20-year-old TikTok user in Da Nang
was fined VND 30 million (approximately USD 1,200)
for comments suggesting Ho Chi Minh, Vietnam'’s first
president, had children out of wedlock. Authorities
deemed the comments a violation under cybercrime
regulations, though insufficient for criminal charges.
This follows a similar case in late 2024, when another
TikTok user received the same fine for comparing Ho
Chi Minh to internet personalities. [Radio Free Asia]

Vietnam: Central bank to maintain
flexible monetary policy and monitor US
President-elect Trump policies

(hn/lm) Vietnam's central bank announced its
commitment to a flexible monetary policy in 2025,
focusing on inflation control while closely monitoring
the policies of U.S. President-elect Donald Trump. The
central bank is particularly concerned about the
potential impact of new U.S. tariffs on Vietnam'’s
exports, as the United States remains a key market.

Vietnam's economy grew by 7.09 percent in 2024,
exceeding the target of 6.5 percent and driven by
strong exports and robust foreign investment.
However, the banking and real estate sectors face
challenges, including rising bad debt. The central bank
aims for 16 percent credit growth in 2025 and
continues to address troubled lenders like Saigon Joint
Stock Commercial Bank. Deputy Governor Dao Minh
Tu reported that non-performing loans are under
control, and commercial banks remain stable. [tuoi tre
news 1]
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In the banking sector, Vietnam's four major state-run
banks—Vietcombank, BIDV, Agribank, and VietinBank
—achieved a record combined pre-tax profit of nearly
USD 5 billion in 2024. These results were underpinned
by a 15.08 percent credit growth rate, injecting USD
82.6 billion into the economy. BIDV recorded its
highest standalone profit at USD 1.18 billion, while
Vietcombank led with USD 1.71 billion in consolidated
profits. Agribank and VietinBank also posted significant
profits of USD 1.08 billion and USD 1.03 billion,
respectively. [tuoi tre news 2]

Meanwhile, Singapore-based United Overseas Bank
(UOB) raised Vietnam's 2025 GDP growth forecast to 7
percent, citing strong momentum from 2024. However,
UOB and other institutions, including the World Bank
and Standard Chartered, caution against
overambitious targets like the government's eight
percent growth goal, given disciplined fiscal policies
and geopolitical uncertainties. [tuoi tre news 3]

Vietnam: Market faces heavy selling
pressure amid short-term pessimism

(Im) Vietnam's stock market faced significant losses
throughout the week last week, with the VN-Index
dropping 24.11 points, or 1.92 percent, to 1,230.48,
while the HNX-Index fell 6.17 points, or 2.73 percent, to
219.49.

Foreign investors reported a net outflow of over VND
1.33 trillion (USD 52.43 million), with trading volumes
reaching their lowest levels since May 2023. All major
investor groups—individuals, domestic institutions,
and foreign institutions—demonstrated low
participation. [Viet Nam News]

Vietnam: Slow progress jeopardizes
ambitious social housing target

(Im) Vietnam's goal of building one million social
housing apartments by 2030 faces challenges, with
only 21,000 units constructed in 2024, falling far below
the annual target of 130,000. The country has built just
38,000 units between 2021 and 2023, requiring
significant acceleration to meet the target. Reliance on
private developers, lengthy approval processes, and
insufficient land allocation are key obstacles, while
major cities like Hanoi, Ho Chi Minh City, and Da Nang
have achieved only 9 percent, 19 percent, and 43
percent of their respective targets.
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Financial constraints, including complex loan
requirements and limited access to low-interest credit,
further deter developers. Vietnam's USD 4.7 billion
credit package for affordable housing remains
underutilized. Experts suggest government
intervention, such as repossessing inactive project
lands, simplifying loan processes, offering lower
interest rates, and expediting the Land Law and
Housing Law, to boost investment and development.

The 2024 Capital Law, allowing Hanoi to allocate city
funds for social housing infrastructure, offers a
potential solution. [Viet Nam News]

Vietnam: Vingroup conglomerate
launches multifunctional robotics firm

(Im) Vingroup, Vietnam's leading private conglomerate
chaired by billionaire Pham Nhat Vuong, has
established VinMotion, a company focused on
research, development, and application of
multifunctional robotics. Headquartered in Long Bien
District, Hanoi, VinMotion has a charter capital of VND
1 trillion (USD 39.4 million), with Vingroup holding a 51
percent stake.

This move follows Vingroup's November 2024 launch
of VinRobotics, another robotics-focused firm with the
same charter capital. VinRobotics specializes in
advanced technologies, including automation,
industrial robotics, and artificial intelligence. Vingroup
owns 51 percent of VinRobotics, with Pham Nhat
Vuong personally holding 39 percent and the
remaining 10 percent divided between his sons. [tuoi
tre news]

Vietnam: Ha Noi authorities propose USD
22 million initiative to revive polluted To
Lich River

(hn) Ha Noi's authorities have proposed a USD 22
million plan to revive the heavily polluted To Lich River
by redirecting water from the Red River. The
emergency water replenishment project aims to
address the pollution that has plagued the river for
years, negatively affecting urban aesthetics and public
health.

The city has been implementing drainage projects and
the Yen Xa Wastewater Treatment System, which
began operations in December 2024, but these efforts


https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-sjlkddd-l-jkk/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-sjlkddd-l-jku/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-sjlkddd-l-jku/

have led to challenges such as the river drying up
during the dry season. Without immediate action,
exposed sediment in the river could worsen pollution
and degrade the city's landscapes.

Ha Noi aims to complete the project by September
2025, helping to mitigate environmental hazards and
contribute to urban renewal efforts. [Viet Nam News]

International Relations,
Geopolitics and Security
in Asia

China and WHO address rise in respiratory
ilinesses

(jf) China's Foreign Ministry has confirmed ongoing
communication with the World Health Organization
(WHO) regarding the rise in respiratory illnesses,
specifically the human metapneumovirus (HMPV). The
ministry reaffirmed that HMPV is not a new virus and
has been in circulation for over 60 years. It emphasized
that HMPV infections are typically self-limiting and
aligned with seasonal trends in the northern
hemisphere.

In a related statement, the WHO addressed concerns
about the increase in respiratory infections in China,
including HMPV, influenza, and other seasonal viruses.
The WHO clarified that the surge in infections is typical
for winter and does not warrant emergency measures.
She highlighted that influenza is currently the most
prevalent virus in China, and HMPV, identified in 2001,
poses a low mortality risk, primarily affecting
vulnerable populations such as the elderly and
immunocompromised.
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The WHO also noted that hospital usage in China
remains lower than last year, and similar respiratory
patterns have been observed globally, particularly in
the U.S. and Europe, with young children being notably
affected. Dr. Harris advised continued public health
precautions like hand hygiene and mask-wearing to
curb transmission.

Chinese hacker group targets Southeast
Asia and ASEAN in cyber-espionage
campaign

(wy) RedDelta, a Chinese state-sponsored hacker
group, has allegedly conducted cyberattacks on
Taiwan, Mongolia, Cambodia, Myanmar, and Vietnam
between July 2023 and December 2024. By deploying
PlugX malware, RedDelta targeted politicians,
organizations, government institutions in these
regions, and even the Association of Southeast Asian
Nations (ASEAN) meetings.

Active since 2012, RedDelta has consistently engaged
in cyber-espionage. By leveraging infection chains and
delivering malicious archive files, the group has
successfully compromised sensitive documents. Their
operations are often aligned with shifting global
geopolitical events. For instance, RedDelta previously
increased its focus on European governments and
diplomatic entities following Russia's invasion of
Ukraine. [Recorded Future]

Japan, Philippines, U.S. reaffirm
commitment to strengthen trilateral
maritime cooperation

(dqgl) Japan, the Philippines, and the United States have
pledged to strengthen their trilateral cooperation in
response to growing tensions in Asia's waters. During a
virtual meeting, Japanese Prime Minister Shigeru
Ishiba, Philippine President Ferdinand Marcos Jr., and
outgoing U.S. President Joe Biden agreed to enhance
collaboration in economic, maritime, and technological
fields. This follows their first summit in Washington in
April, aimed at upholding international law and
regional stability.

Biden expressed optimism that U.S. President-elect
Donald Trump would continue the partnership,
emphasizing its long-term importance. The leaders
criticized China's actions in the South China Sea,
advocating for continued coordination in the Indo-
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Pacific and opposing unilateral changes to the status
quo in the East and South China Seas.

Japan and the Philippines, both allied with the U.S.
through defense treaties, face territorial disputes with
China in these regions. Biden commended Marcos for
his diplomatic response to China's actions. Recent
developments include the Philippines ratifying a
military agreement with Japan to facilitate joint military
exercises and the three nations conducting joint coast
guard drills in 2023. The 2016 arbitral ruling
invalidating China's sweeping South China Sea claims
remains a key reference point, despite Beijing's
rejection. [Reuters]

During the meeting, Ishiba urged Biden to address
concerns within Japanese and U.S. business
communities regarding the Biden administration's
order to block Nippon Steel's USD 14.9 billion
acquisition of U.S. Steel (see AiR No. 1, January/2025,
1). Experts have warned that the decision could strain
US-Japan relations.

The Biden administration postponed its order to halt
the deal until June, allowing courts to review lawsuits
filed by Nippon Steel and U.S. Steel challenging the
decision. The lawsuits also target the United
Steelworkers union and domestic competitor
Cleveland-Cliffs, which opposed the acquisition. Both
companies remain committed to completing the
transaction despite the legal and regulatory hurdles.
[The Guardian]

Mongolia and international organizations
to collaborate on strengthening family
and child rights policies

(fs) The Ministry of Family, Labor, and Social Protection
of Mongolia held a meeting with representatives from
various international organizations to discuss policies
and activities concerning family and children’s rights.

Participants included UNICEF, UNFPA, ILO, Japan's Save
the Children’s Fund, World Vision International,
OneSky, Good Neighbors, IDLO, the Lorinet
Foundation, and the General Authority for Child, Family
Development, and Protection.

Acting Head of the Ministry’'s Family Policy Department
M. Tsogtbaatar presented a report on Mongolia's
current situation, policies, and legal frameworks
regarding families and children, along with proposed
reforms. The 2025 plans of the participating
organizations were also reviewed.
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In addition, Minister of Family, Labor, and Social
Protection Enkh-Amgalan Luvsantseren announced
plans including forming a working group to address
family support policies, child labor issues, and policy
recommendations, while sharing insights on child
protection during disasters and trauma treatment
initiatives. [Montsame]

Mongolia approves 2025 action plan for
ENSURE project

(fs) The Steering Committee of Mongolia's Ensuring
Sustainability and Resilience of Green Landscapes
(ENSURE) project held its regular meeting on January 9
to review the 2024 activity report and approve the
2025 action plan and budget.

Funded by the Global Environment Facility and
supported by the UN Development Programme, the
project collaborates with Mongolia's Ministry of
Environment and Climate Change and the Ministry of
Food, Agriculture, and Light Industry to address
environmental and socio-economic challenges in 13
districts across Arkhangai, Zavkhan, Bayankhongor,
and Gobi-Altai provinces.

In 2024, the project designated 97,014 hectares near
Buuntsagaan Lake in Bayankhongor province as a
Special Protected Area for 30 years. Initiatives included
fencing a 300-hectare degraded Saxaul forest in
Shinejinst district to support regeneration and
establishing the Bukhun Shariin Nuruu Protected Area
administration as a state-owned enterprise in
Arkhangai. Additionally, a Passive Building-Eco Camp
was launched with community involvement.

In Gobi-Altai, efforts focused on eco-education through
an internationally recognized eco-school program and
a student training curriculum. Wildlife conservation
efforts included building four solar-powered wells and
rehabilitating the Shireegiin Khuv water reservoir.

The project has been implemented since 2018 and has
received almost USD 10 billion in funding so far.
[Akipress] [UNDP]

North Korea launches new missiles

(jb) North Korea launched several new ballistic missiles
east into the Sea of Japan from the landlocked
Ganggye region in Jagang province on January 14,
according to South Korea's Joint Chiefs of Staff.
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The launch occurred a week after the North's first
missile launch of the year on January 6 involving a
hypersonic intermediate-range missile (see AR No. 1,
January/2025, 1) with a new carbon fiber compound,
capable of reaching distant targets in the Pacific
Ocean.

The North’'s missile technology has continuously
improved in the past year. With advancements being
made in the Hwasong missile series, North Korea
launched the Hwasong-19 in October 2024, its
strongest solid-fuelled ICBM to date.

The defense deal struck between North Korea and
Russia at the end of last year is viewed by experts to be
a path to the North's technological improvements in a
similar fashion. [Associated Press 1] [Associated Press
2]

South Korea's Acting President Choi Sang-mok
responded to North Korea's launch of short-range
ballistic with a strong word of warning, promising
retaliation through the South Korean-US strategic
alliance.

South Korea's military, which detected the new missile
launch, promised “full readiness” to monitor and track
all developments in close coordination with its US and
Japanese counterparts. [The Defense Post][Associated
Press]

Pyongyang's launch came shortly after South Korea
and the US held the fourth session of their jointly
formed Nuclear Consultative Group on January 10,
with the US promising its “enduring” and “ironclad”
commitment to regional security and the alliance. [The
Korea Times]

US sanctions target Russian oil trade with
China, India; New Delhi halts trade with
Russian companies

(Im) New US sanctions imposed on Russian oil
producers and shipping companies are set to disrupt
Russian crude exports to its largest buyers, China and
India. The sanctions, which target major Russian oil
companies like Gazprom Neft and Surgutneftegas, as
well as 183 tankers responsible for transporting
Russian oil, are part of a broader effort by the US to
limit Moscow's revenue sources amid its ongoing war
in Ukraine.

These sanctions are expected to severely impact
Russian oil exports, particularly to China and India,
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which together account for a significant portion of
Russia's seaborne crude exports. According to Kpler,
143 of the sanctioned tankers transported more than
530 million barrels of Russian oil in 2024,
approximately 42 percent of Russia's total exports.
Chinese and Indian refiners, who rely heavily on
Russian crude—especially China's ESPO Blend and
India's Urals oil—will be forced to seek alternative
supplies from other regions like the Middle East, Africa,
and the Americas, increasing global oil prices.

The sanctions also threaten to drive up freight costs as
the number of available tankers to carry Russian crude
shrinks, putting further pressure on global oil markets.
As China and India pivot to other sources, analysts
anticipate a rise in spot prices for Middle Eastern and
African crude, with some traders speculating that
Indian refiners might even turn to US oil, as well as
increased demand for heavy Middle Eastern grades
like Oman and Murban.

The move to curb Russia’s oil trade could create
significant disruptions in the global oil supply chain,
especially for countries that have become major
importers of Russian crude since Western sanctions in
2022 redirected the flow of oil away from Europe and
towards Asia. As the new sanctions take effect, refiners
in China and India may face challenges in maintaining
their oil supply chains, leading to tighter market
conditions and higher oil prices in the short term.
[Reuters 1] [Reuters 2]

China's mega-dam on Yarlung Zangbo
River raises concerns in Bangladesh, India

(Im) China's approval of the world's largest hydropower
dam on the Yarlung Zangbo River, known as the
Brahmaputra in India and Bangladesh, has sparked
significant concerns in both countries. The dam,
planned in a geologically sensitive region in Tibet, aims
to generate 300 billion kilowatt-hours of electricity
annually, surpassing the scale of the Three Gorges
Dam.

India has raised objections, urging transparency and
consultation with downstream nations to prevent
adverse impacts. Environmentalists and experts warn
of potential ecological and geopolitical risks, including
altered water flows, landslides, and downstream
scarcity in India’'s northeastern states and Bangladesh.
The dam'’s proximity to the contested border in
Arunachal Pradesh, referred to by Beijing as “South
Tibet,” has heightened India’s security concerns.
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Bangladesh also fears reduced water flow and
sediment supply could harm riverbank communities
and disrupt ecological balance. India is planning its
own Siang Dam on the Brahmaputra to counter the
potential impacts of China's project, framing it as a
matter of national security.

China defends the project as ecologically safe and
claims it will not harm downstream nations, but its
unilateral actions and lack of environmental
transparency have drawn criticism from India,
Bangladesh, and regional analysts. [Voice of America]

India’s engagement with Taliban
strengthens economic and regional ties
amidst tensions

(Im) India has deepened its engagement with the
Taliban-led administration in Afghanistan, pledging
development assistance and exploring stronger
economic ties during a high-level meeting in Dubai.
Indian Foreign Secretary Vikram Misri met Taliban
Foreign Minister Amir Khan Muttaqi, marking the
highest-level talks since the Taliban regained control of
Afghanistan in 2021. Both sides discussed expanding
trade, particularly through the Chabahar Portin Iran,
and enhancing development projects and
humanitarian support.

India reaffirmed its commitment to addressing
Afghanistan’s urgent developmental needs, including
additional material support for healthcare and refugee
rehabilitation. The Taliban emphasized its desire for a
"balanced and economy-oriented foreign policy" and
reassured India of no security threats emanating from
Afghan territory. Both parties agreed to maintain
regular dialogue, signaling a shift towards greater
bilateral cooperation.

India’s assistance to Afghanistan has included
humanitarian shipments of wheat, medicines, and
vaccines. It has also proposed enhancing sports
relations, particularly in cricket. However, India has not
formally recognized the Taliban government,
maintaining a limited diplomatic presence in Kabul
since reopening its embassy in 2022.

The meeting comes amidst rising tensions between
Afghanistan and Pakistan. India criticized Pakistan’s
recent airstrikes in Afghanistan, which reportedly killed
dozens, including civilians. The strikes, allegedly
targeting Pakistan Taliban (TTP) hideouts, have
escalated hostilities, with the Taliban retaliating against
Pakistani border positions. India's condemnation of
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Pakistan's actions reflects ongoing regional rivalries, as
Islamabad accuses Afghanistan of harboring militants
linked to attacks on its soil. [The Times of India] [Al
Jazeera] [Voice of Americal

Global summit highlights girls' education
in Muslim communities with adoption of
'Islamabad Declaration’

(Im) Pakistan hosted a two-day global summit on girls'
education in Muslim communities, culminating in the
adoption of the "Islamabad Declaration," a framework
emphasizing the religious, societal, and constitutional
obligation to ensure education for girls. Organized by
Pakistan’s education ministry and the Muslim World
League (MWL), the conference gathered over 150
dignitaries from 44 Muslim and allied states, including
prominent scholars and leaders.

The conference, inaugurated by Prime Minister
Shehbaz Sharif, reaffirmed Pakistan's commitment to
gender equality in education and its alignment with
Islamic teachings that advocate equal educational
rights for men and women. The event sought to
counter extremist ideologies that use cultural norms to
justify depriving girls of education.

MWL Secretary-General Sheikh Mohammad bin Abdul
Karim Al-Issa announced the declaration would
become a constitutional document for the MWL,
ensuring actionable outcomes. He stressed that
opposing girls' education contradicts Islamic principles
and called for mobilizing resources, adopting gender-
sensitive policies, and fostering international
partnerships to address barriers to girls' education.

Egyptian Grand Mufti Dr. Nazir Mohamed Ayad and
other scholars reiterated the importance of global
unity in addressing this issue. The MWL committed to
establishing a permanent committee to oversee
implementation and provide necessary support. The
summit also highlighted Afghanistan's restrictive
policies denying education to girls and the broader
need for collaboration to counter such actions. [Arab
News 1] [Arab News 2]

Despite these international commitments, Pakistan's
own educational statistics remain troubling. Some 22.8
million children are out of school—roughly the
population of Sri Lanka—and female literacy stands at
just 49 percent. Prime Minister Sharif's "education
emergency" has yet to yield substantial improvements,
with the country allocating only 2.5 percent of GDP to
education, far below the UNESCO-recommended 4
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percent. In contrast, Muslim-majority nations like
Malaysia and Turkey boast female literacy rates above
90 percent, and Bangladesh has surpassed 70 percent.

The World Economic Forum ranks Pakistan near the
bottom in educational attainment and economic
participation, further hindering its potential in the
global knowledge economy. While some initiatives,
such as the Danish schools in Punjab and the Pakistan
Education Endowment Fund, show promise, they are
limited in scope. At the summit, the signing of the
Islamabad Declaration, which recognizes girls'
education as both a "religious obligation" and a social
necessity, is seen as a hopeful step, though its
effectiveness remains uncertain. [DAWN]

FAO removes Pakistan from 'Hunger
Hotspots' list

(mra) The Food and Agriculture Organisation (FAO) has
removed Pakistan from the list of "hunger hotspots,"
marking a positive development for the country.
However, the FAO projects that acute food insecurity
will persist in certain provinces, including Sindh,
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, and Balochistan, with rates
remaining at 20-25 percent. Despite this, food price
inflation eased significantly from April to June 2024,
benefiting vulnerable households that allocate 42-48
percent of their budgets to food.

However, Pakistan continues to face challenges in
other sectors. Energy inflation rose by 65 percent, and
core inflation, including transportation costs, remained
elevated, especially in rural areas. These inflationary
pressures negatively impacted households that
allocate a significant portion of their budgets to
energy, housing, and transportation services.

The 2023 census revealed that over 35 percent of
children in Pakistan remained out of school, although
transition rates between primary to middle and middle
to secondary schools improved by two percentage
points. Chronic air pollution remains a serious public
health issue, affecting over 70 percent of the
population. Poor air quality led to the loss of
approximately 14 days of schooling in Punjab due to
smog.

Agricultural incomes rose by 5 percent in the fiscal
year 2024, but wages in other sectors like construction,
trade, and transportation fell. Manufacturing activity
remained stagnant, and employment rates and job
quality indicators did not improve. External
remittances rose by 10 percent, though only a small
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portion of the poorest households benefitted from
them. The Benazir Income Support Programme saw a
significant increase in spending, with benefit levels
rising by 50 percent in 2024, while inflation remained
high.

Rural poverty remains significantly higher than urban
poverty, with poverty rates varying widely across
different regions, such as Khuzdar (71.5 percent) and
Islamabad (3.9 percent). Income inequality, both within
and across social classes, persisted in the fiscal year
2024, with nearly 75 percent of total labor income
inequality attributed to disparities within the poor,
vulnerable, and aspiring middle classes. [DAWN]

Sri Lanka faces growing concerns over
Rohingya refugees and potential influx of
illegal migrants

(sl/lm) Sri Lanka is facing increasing scrutiny over its
handling of Rohingya refugees and concerns about a
potential influx of 100,000 illegal migrants. Recent
protests and international appeals have brought
attention to the plight of the Rohingya rescued off the
Mullaitivu coast in December 2024 and detained in a
militarized environment at the Keppapulavu Air Force
base.

The North-East Coordinating Committee (NECC), along
with women'’s groups, human rights defenders, and
journalists, has called on the government to respect
international obligations, including the principle of
non-refoulement, which prohibits returning individuals
to places where they face persecution. Protesters
demanded the transfer of the refugees to a civilian-
managed center and urged authorities to engage with
the United Nations to secure resettlement in third
countries. [Tamil Guardian]

Public Security Minister Ananda Wijepala revealed
intelligence reports indicating plans for up to 100,000
illegal migrants to arrive in Sri Lanka. Investigations
revealed that the recently arrived Rohingya paid large
sums to traffickers, highlighting broader concerns
about human trafficking and illegal migration. While
Wijepala stated that the government has not finalized
deportation plans for the Rohingya, discussions with
Myanmar have raised fears of forced repatriation.
[Daily Mirror 1]

The UNHCR has praised Sri Lanka'’s life-saving actions
during the rescue but called for continued compassion
and adherence to humanitarian standards. Critics,
including human rights activists and opposition
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politicians, have condemned the potential deportation
and the lack of transparency regarding the refugees'
detention. They emphasize Sri Lanka's responsibility as
a UN member state to uphold human rights and
international law while balancing the challenges of
managing migration. [Daily Mirror 2]

Indonesia joins BRICS

(Ip/dql) Indonesia officially joined BRICS last week,
marking its entry as the first Southeast Asian nation.
Holding the rotating presidency of BRICS, Brazil
announced on January 6 Indonesia’s accession to the
international bloc. [AA]

Indonesia's foreign ministry welcomed the move,
highlighting the strategic value of BRICS membership

in fostering collaboration with other developing
nations. Brazil's government emphasized that
Indonesia, as Southeast Asia’s largest economy and
population, shares the bloc's commitment to reforming
global governance and enhancing South-South
cooperation. [Kompas.com, in Indonesia]

Indonesia’s entry follows a period of expansion within
BRICS, which has previously added countries like Saudi
Arabia, Iran, and Egypt. Though Indonesia's
membership bid was approved in 2023, President Joko
Widodo initially delayed the decision to carefully assess
the implications. However, with the appointment of
new Foreign Minister Sugiono and the change in
leadership under President Prabowo Subianto,
Indonesia’s stance shifted, aligning with the
administration's priorities of food and energy security,
poverty eradication, and human capital development.

Indonesia’s entry underscores a growing Southeast
Asian interest in BRICS, seen as an alternative to
Western-dominated global institutions. Indonesia and
its neighbors seek to maintain strong ties with both
China and Russia while navigating rising international
tensions. [The Diplomat]

Meanwhile, Indonesia's Deputy Minister of Energy and
Mineral Resources, Yuliot Tanjung, stated that the
Indonesian government would leverage its
partnerships with BRICS countries to boost mining
exports. The government plans to sell mining materials
to China and India. At the same time, it continues to
evaluate how Indonesia's membership in BRICS will
impact the country's mining industry. [Antara News]
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Indonesian Foreign Minister Sugiono
outlines 2025 policies

(gk) Indonesia's Foreign Minister Sugiono delivered his
annual statement to inform the public about
Indonesia's foreign policy, diplomatic vision, and
priorities.

Sugiono emphasized that Indonesia will enhance its
role as a global leader, a trusted partner, and a good
neighbor. Active diplomacy, including overseas visits by
President Subianto and Indonesia’s full membership in
BRICS (see article above), will position Indonesia as a
unifying force, bridging differences and generating
innovative solutions to global challenges. [Ministry of
Foreign Affairs, Indonesia 1, in Indonesian]

On the climate issue, he urged developed countries to
assist and empower developing nations in addressing
climate change. He reaffirmed that Indonesia is on
track to meet the Sustainable Development Goals
(SDGs), including environmental and energy transition
goals, and is fully committed to achieving zero carbon
emissions and establishing a fair carbon market.
[Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Indonesia 2, in Indonesian]

Regarding economic diplomacy, Minister Sugiono
announced that his ministry has established the
Directorate General of Economic Relations and
Development Cooperation to better coordinate
economic diplomacy and foreign policy. He also
pointed out the economic injustices and unfair trade
policies that affect developing countries and the Global
South. [Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Indonesia 3, in
Indonesian] [Antara]

Referring to the global crises, Minister Sugiono said
that Indonesia would continue to pursue global peace.
He also referred to President Subianto’s wish to have
the Russia-Ukraine war end soon. [Jakarta Globe]

Chinese Coast Guard's 'Monster' ship
returns to disputed South China Sea

(elr/Im) The Philippines has raised strong objections to
the presence of the massive Chinese Coast Guard
vessel CCG 5901, dubbed the "Monster," within its
exclusive economic zone (EEZ) near Zambales province
in the South China Sea. This advanced, heavily armed
vessel, larger than a U.S. Navy destroyer, replaced
another Chinese ship, CCG 3304, in the contested
waters. Philippine Coast Guard (PCG) vessel BRP
Teresa Magbanua has actively challenged and blocked
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the movement of the "Monster," asserting its activities
as violations of Philippine sovereignty.

This marks the second encounter with the "Monster"
ship this month, as China continues its expansive
claims in the South China Sea. Chinese officials
defended their patrols as lawful, with Beijing labeling
Manila’s objections as baseless. [Al Jazeera] [Bangkok
Post]

This incursion marks the second encounter with the
CCG 5901 in January 2025. Beijing maintains that its
patrols are lawful, dismissing Manila's protests as
unfounded. However, the Philippines’ National
Maritime Council (NMC) condemned the intrusion as a
breach of the United Nations Convention on the Law of
the Sea (UNCLOS) and the 2016 Arbitral Tribunal ruling,
which invalidated China's expansive claims in the
South China Sea. The NMC also reported the presence
of a Chinese People’s Liberation Army Navy (PLA-N)
helicopter hovering over a Philippine vessel,
intensifying concerns over China's aggressive tactics.
[Manila Standard 1]

Moreover, the situation prompted renewed calls for
action by Philippine senators and officials. Senate
President Pro Tempore Jinggoy Estrada urged stronger
measures to defend the EEZ, while Senator Risa
Hontiveros advocated for filing new cases in
international courts and bolstering alliances with like-
minded nations. [Manila Standard 2]

Against this backdrop, Philippine President Ferdinand
Marcos Jr., US President Joe Biden, and Japanese Prime
Minister Shigeru Ishiba held a virtual meeting to
reaffirm their commitment to deepening trilateral
cooperation in economic, maritime, and technological
areas. The leaders emphasized their shared goals of a
peaceful, secure, and prosperous Indo-Pacific, while
President Biden praised Marcos for his diplomatic
approach to addressing disputes in the South China
Sea. The meeting followed the adoption of the
Trilateral Joint Vision Statement in April 2024,
highlighting advancements in maritime security and
economic collaboration. [Manila Standard 3]

Singapore tops global innovation ranking,
overtaking United States

(Im) Singapore has been named the most innovative
country in the world, ranking first in the latest Global
Innovation Scorecard by the Consumer Technology
Association (CTA). This biennial ranking evaluated 74
countries and the European Union, marking a
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significant leap for Singapore, which previously ranked
15th in 2023.

The Republic received the Global Innovation Champion
award on January 9 at CES, the world's largest tech
exhibition held in Las Vegas. Singapore excelled in key
categories, including business environment resilience,
pro-innovation legal frameworks, start-up friendliness,
and corporate tax policies. The country also scored
highly in workforce diversity, telehealth openness,
cross-border data flows, and broadband speeds.

CTA's latest scorecard expanded its metrics to 56
indicators, up from 40 in 2023, drawing data from
global institutions such as the World Trade
Organization and the World Intellectual Property
Organization. CTA CEO Gary Shapiro highlighted
Singapore’s exemplary collaboration between
government and industry as a catalyst for innovation,
encouraging other nations to follow its lead. [The
Nation]

Thailand scrambles to restore Chinese
tourist confidence following Wang Xing
incident, human trafficking concerns

(hrs/Im) Thailand's tourism sector is facing a significant
challenge following the abduction of Chinese actor
Wang Xing, who was lured from Bangkok to Myanmar
by a human trafficking syndicate.

Wang, 31, disappeared on January 3 and was rescued
by Thai authorities after being smuggled into Myanmar
and coerced into participating in scam operations. The
incident has raised serious concerns about human
trafficking networks operating across Southeast Asia,
particularly in Myanmar, Laos, and Cambodia, which
often exploit victims for labor and criminal activities
such as telecom scams. According to the UN Office on
Drugs and Crime, Myanmar transferred 41,000
telecom scam suspects to China in 2024 as part of a
crackdown. [The Guardian]

Wang's disappearance and the subsequent media
attention have severely impacted Chinese tourists'
confidence in Thailand, leading to cancellations from
Chinese tour groups ahead of the Chinese New Year
holiday. The crisis has prompted the Thai government
to ramp up efforts to restore trust in the country's
safety and security, which is crucial as China remains
Thailand's largest source of foreign visitors.

Prime Minister Paetongtarn Shinawatra has ordered
the Ministry of Tourism and Sports to launch
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campaigns aimed at reassuring tourists, while also
increasing the presence of police in high-risk areas.
Authorities are working closely with Chinese officials to
tackle fake news and provide clarity about the safety
measures being taken. Thai officials have also pledged
to bolster cooperation with Chinese authorities,
including the establishment of a joint center to track
human trafficking cases and improve coordination on
transnational crime. [Bangkok Post 1]

Meanwhile, Hong Kong's Security Bureau, concerned
about the safety of its citizens, has sent a task force to
Thailand to investigate several incidents where Hong
Kong residents were lured into illegal work in
Southeast Asia. Since mid-2024, the bureau has
received numerous requests for help, and although
some residents have been rescued, others remain in
precarious situations. [Global Times] [Bangkok Post 2]

Despite these setbacks, Tourism and Sports Minister
Sorawong Thienthong remains confident that the
incident will have minimal long-term effects on Thai
tourism. He stressed that Thailand's robust safety
measures and the country's strong tourism
infrastructure would help restore Chinese tourists'
confidence in the coming months. However, as hotels
in key tourist destinations like Bangkok report
cancellations, the industry remains on high alert,
monitoring the evolving situation and hoping for a
swift resolution to prevent further damage to the
sector. [Bangkok Post 3] [Bangkok Post 4]

Leader of Bangladesh’'s BNP Fakhrul
meets Chinese envoy to discuss bilateral
matters

(Im) Bangladesh Nationalist Party (BNP) Secretary
General Mirza Fakhrul Islam Alamgir held an hour-long
meeting with Chinese Ambassador Yao Wen at the
ambassador's residence on Januar 13. The Chinese
embassy confirmed the discussion and reiterated the
exchange of views on topics significant to both nations.

This follows a previous meeting on August 21, 2024,
where the Chinese envoy met a BNP delegation led by
Fakhrul and reaffirmed China's commitment to
supporting Bangladesh. [The Daily Star]

90 detained Bangladesh sailors and
fishermen return from Indian custody
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(vk) A total of 90 Bangladeshi nationals, including 78
fishermen and 12 sailors, detained in India for weeks,
returned home on January 7. The repatriation occurred
through a reciprocal exchange agreement, with
Bangladesh simultaneously releasing six Indian fishing
trawlers and 95 Indian fishermen detained in local jails
since October 2024 for fishing in Bangladeshi waters.
[Bss News]

JICA partners with Bangladesh’s Forest
Department to boost coastal resilience

(vk) The Japan International Cooperation Agency (JICA)
has partnered with Bangladesh's Forest Department
(BFD) to implement a four-year project titled "Project
for Enhancing Coastal Resilience through Technology-
based Forest Management." The initiative, running
from May 2025 to April 2029, aims to strengthen forest
landscape restoration and resilience in the coastal
regions using advanced technologies.

This marks JICA's first forestry-sector collaboration in
Bangladesh, a significant step in advancing climate
resilience and sustainable development. [Bss News]

Bangladesh'’s interim government seeks
stronger ties with Malaysia

(Im) Bangladesh's interim government is working to
enhance bilateral relations with Malaysia, focusing on
balanced trade, investment, and worker-friendly
policies. During separate meetings with Malaysian High
Commissioner Mohd Shuhada Othman, Chief Adviser
Muhammad Yunus and Commerce Adviser Sk Bashir
Uddin emphasized key priorities, including trade
expansion, investment in special economic zones, and
labor market opportunities.

Chief Adviser Yunus urged Malaysia to issue multiple-
entry visas for Bangladeshi workers and facilitate the
entry of 18,000 workers who missed a previous
deadline. He also encouraged Malaysian businesses to
relocate factories to Bangladesh to benefit from the
country’s young workforce. Yunus sought Malaysia's
support for Bangladesh's ASEAN Sectoral Dialogue
Partner bid and for addressing the Rohingya crisis.
Additionally, he highlighted plans for the 4th Bilateral
Consultation Mechanism in Kuala Lumpur and the 5th
Joint Commission meeting in Dhaka by mid-2025.
[Dhaka Tribune 1]



https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-sjlkddd-l-ttr/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-sjlkddd-l-tty/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-sjlkddd-l-ttj/

Commerce Adviser Bashir Uddin stressed the need for
free trade agreements (FTAs) to boost bilateral trade,
noting ongoing talks with South Korea, Japan, and
Singapore as examples. He called for increased
Malaysian investment in Bangladesh’s special
economic zones and urged traders to expand palm oil
exports, particularly during Ramadan. Highlighting the
importance of Malaysia's labor market for
Bangladesh’s economy, he proposed enhanced
cooperation in exporting skilled manpower. [Dhaka
Tribune 2]

The High Commissioner expressed Malaysia's
willingness to train Bangladeshi workers for emerging
sectors like semiconductors and electric chips. He also
underscored the potential of the global halal food
market, valued at USD 113 billion in Malaysia and
projected to reach USD 6 trillion by 2031, offering
support for Bangladesh to prepare for this lucrative
sector.

In the fiscal year 2023-24, bilateral trade between
Bangladesh and Malaysia reached USD 2.88 billion,
with Bangladesh importing goods worth USD 2.58
billion and exporting products worth USD 294.5
million.

South Korean Special Envoy visits
Bangladesh

(Im) South Korean Special Envoy Ambassador Lee
Jeongkyu will visit Bangladesh on January 22-23, aiming
to strengthen bilateral relations and cooperation.
During his goodwill visit, he will meet Finance Adviser
Dr. Salehuddin Ahmed and Foreign Secretary Md.
Jashim Uddin to discuss avenues for enhancing
collaboration.

Ahead of the envoy’s visit, South Korean Ambassador
to Bangladesh Park Young-sik emphasized
Bangladesh's potential for foreign investment due to
its skilled workforce, strategic location, and large
consumer market. He highlighted opportunities for
collaboration in electronics, IT, RMG, and automobile
sectors. South Korea has been instrumental in
establishing technical training centers in Bangladesh to
develop skilled human resources.

Bilateral trade between the two countries reached USD
1.39 billion in the fiscal year 2023-24, with South Korea
importing USD 902.90 million worth of goods from
Bangladesh and exporting USD 491.73 million. South
Korea remains the third-largest investor in Bangladesh,
with investments totaling USD 1.56 billion.
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The Dhaka Chamber of Commerce and Industry (DCCI)
called for increased collaboration, particularly in
advanced technology, to prepare Bangladesh for its
post-LDC graduation in 2026. DCCI President Taskeen
Ahmed urged South Korea to hire more skilled
Bangladeshi workers and explore sectors such as
shipbuilding, semiconductors, leather products, and
electronics for further investment. [Dhaka Tribune]

Bangladesh’s interim leader urges Norway
to establish distribution hub, strengthen
investment

(vk) Bangladesh’s interim leader, Chief Adviser
Muhammad Yunus, encouraged Norway to establish
Bangladesh as a regional distribution hub for
Norwegian products during a meeting with Norwegian
Ambassador Hakon Arald Gulbrandsen in Dhaka.

Yunus highlighted Bangladesh'’s young workforce and
the success of Grameenphone, a venture by
Norwegian telecom giant Telenor, as a testament to
the country’s potential as a business base in Asia.

Ambassador Gulbrandsen delivered a letter from
Norwegian Prime Minister Jonas Gahr Store expressing
support for Bangladesh's interim government and its
efforts toward reforms and fair elections. Gulbrandsen
praised the government's commitment to human
rights and environmental sustainability and expressed
Norway's interest in collaborating on the ship recycling
industry and green energy transition.

Yunus sought Norway's assistance in resolving the
Rohingya crisis, emphasizing Norway's significant role
in peacekeeping. Gulbrandsen affirmed Norway's
willingness to work closely with Bangladesh on global
issues, including Palestine, international taxation, and
plastic pollution. Norway also expressed gratitude for
Bangladesh's support of a Norwegian-led UN
resolution on humanitarian access in Palestine. [Bss
News]

Brunei partners with Singapore’s Rotary
Engineering to strengthen oil and gas
sector

(ga) Brunei has partnered with Singapore's Rotary
Engineering Pte Ltd to establish Brunei Rotary
Engineering Sdn Bhd (BRE), focusing on enhancing the
oil and gas sector through world-class Engineering
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Procurement, Construction, and Commissioning (EPCC)
services.

Formalized through a joint venture agreement, the
partnership aims to improve the downstream oil and
gas ecosystem, foster collaborations with local
companies, and extend operations to other parts of
Borneo. BRE also seeks to boost knowledge transfer,
offering specialized training to strengthen Brunei's
workforce while supporting regional and international
market expansion.

Key stakeholders, including Brunei's Ministry of
Finance and Economy'’s Investment Division and Rotary
Engineering's leadership, signed the agreement during
a ceremony at the Empire Brunei hotel. [Borneo
Bulletin]

US official visits Brunei to enhance anti-
trafficking collaboration

(ga) The United States Deputy Director of the Office to
Monitor and Combat Trafficking in Persons, Jonathan
Turley, visited Brunei from January 8 to 10 to enhance
bilateral cooperation on human trafficking prevention.
The visit aligns with the US National Trafficking
Prevention Month, which aims to raise awareness and
educate the public about combating trafficking.

Turley engaged with government officials, diplomats,
and stakeholders to discuss strategies for improving
anti-trafficking efforts. These discussions covered
strengthening law enforcement, enhancing victim
identification and protection, and improving preventive
measures. [Borneo Bulletin] [U.S. Embassy in Brunei's
Facebook]

Cambodia and Indonesia deepen trade,
security, and cultural ties

(mfr) Cambodia and Indonesia have reaffirmed their
strong bilateral relationship, focusing on expanding
trade, security cooperation, and cultural exchanges.
During a recent meeting in Phnom Penh, Cambodia’s
Deputy Prime Minister and Foreign Minister Prak
Sokhonn and Indonesian Ambassador Santo
Darmosumarto discussed significant developments,
including surpassing USD 1 billion in bilateral trade in
2023. [Khmer Times 1]

Both nations emphasized increasing rice exports and
cooperation in the halal food industry, highlighting
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their economic potential. From January to November
2024, trade between the two countries reached USD
1.002 billion, with Cambodia exporting USD 86.86
million worth of goods and importing USD 915.3
million. Indonesia remains Cambodia’s seventh-largest
trading partner.

The meeting also underscored the importance of
people-to-people connections through education and
tourism, with plans to establish more direct flight
routes. Security cooperation was discussed, including
commitments to capacity-building and tackling
transnational crimes. Indonesia's historical support for
Cambodia's peace process and ASEAN-related
collaborations were recognized as cornerstones of
their partnership. [Khmer Times 2]

Indonesia pledged to purchase 250,000 tons of
Cambodian rice annually and support food security
initiatives, including providing fertilizers and training to
Cambodian farmers. The two nations aim to
strengthen ties under the ASEAN framework and
through regional agreements like the RCEP. [The
Phnom Penh Post]

China reaffirms commitment to
Cambodian mine clearance efforts

(mfr) China has pledged continued support for
Cambodia’s mine clearance initiatives, emphasizing its
commitment to financial aid, equipment provision, and
training programs for Cambodian mine action officials.
Since 2015, China has cooperated extensively with
Cambodia to address landmines and explosive
remnants of war, contributing significantly to the
Kingdom's goal of becoming mine-free.

During a meeting at the Chinese Embassy in
Cambodia, Ly Thuch, First Vice-President of the
Cambodian Mine Action and Victim Assistance
Authority, requested continued support. Chinese
Ambassador Wang Wenbin reaffirmed China's
dedication to mine action.

The China-Aided Cambodia Landmines Elimination
Project, conducted in three phases from 2018 to 2025,
has successfully cleared over 100 square kilometers of
minefields and destroyed approximately 78,000
landmines and unexploded ordnance, benefiting over
1.5 million Cambodians.

Despite not being a signatory to the Ottawa
Convention, China continues to provide material,
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financial, and technical assistance to ensure Cambodia
achieves its mine-free objective. [Khmer Times]

Cambodia and Saudi Arabia strengthen
tourism cooperation

(mfr) Cambodia and Saudi Arabia have reaffirmed their
commitment to bolstering tourism cooperation,
focusing on promoting mutual tourist attraction
efforts. This collaboration aims to increase Muslim
tourist visits to Cambodia and transform the country's
low tourism season into a "green season."

During a meeting on January 9, Cambodian Minister of
Tourism Huot Hak and Saudi Arabian Ambassador
Mohammed Ismaeil A. Dahlwy discussed strategies to
attract more visitors, mainly Muslim tourists who
consider rain a blessing. The plan intends to maintain
visitor numbers throughout Cambodia’s rainy season.

Both sides agreed to form a working group to establish
a memorandum of understanding between the
Cambodian Ministry of Tourism and the Saudi Arabian
Embassy, further strengthening ties. Ambassador
Dahlwy praised Cambodia’s peace, prosperity, and
religious harmony and pledged support in promoting
the country as a tourist destination. [Khmer Times]

China holds high-level dialogues with
Malaysia and Indonesia

(wy) China has held high-level dialogues with Malaysia
and Indonesia. Liu Zhenli, a member of China’s Central
Military Commission and Chief of the CMC Joint Staff
Department, embarked on his first overseas trip last
week to strengthen defense cooperation in the region.
[South China Morning Post 1]

Liu began his visit in Malaysia, meeting Prime Minister
Anwar lbrahim in Putrajaya, the country's
administrative capital, on January 8. During the
meeting, Liu emphasized the close and friendly
relationship between the two nations and expressed
China’s commitment to fostering stronger defense ties
while addressing contested issues in the South China
Sea. Prime Minister Ibrahim welcomed the “strong”
bilateral relationship and expressed hope for elevated
military exchanges between the two countries. The
following day, Liu held discussions in Kuala Lumpur
with Malaysia’s Defense Minister and Chief of Defense
Forces. These talks focused on regional security,
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intelligence sharing, and collaboration in training and
joint operations. [Bernama] [Ministry of National
Defense, China 1, in Chinese]

In Indonesia, Liu met with Indonesian Defense Minister
Sjafrie Sjamsoeddin and Military Chief General Agus
Subiyanto in Jakarta. During these meetings, Liu
articulated China's desire for pragmatic military
cooperation aimed at promoting regional peace and
stability. The Indonesian side expressed interest in
enhancing practical cooperation through personnel
exchanges and joint military exercises, emphasizing
the role of these exercises in strengthening the
defense capabilities of both nations. [Antara] [Ministry
of National Defense, China 2, in Chinese]

In addition, Indonesian coastguards were invited to
China for senior-level talks in Beijing. The discussions
centered on boosting maritime security cooperation,
including regular meetings, port calls, and capacity
building. [South China Morning Post 2]

Notably, while Beijing was strengthening its ties with
Southeast Asian nations, Japanese Prime Minister
Shigeru Ishiba was also visiting Indonesia and Malaysia
(see article above).

US introduces new restrictions on export
of computing power to China

(wy) Toward the end of Joe Biden's presidency, his
administration introduced new export restrictions on
advanced computer chips capable of powering artificial
intelligence (Al) systems, aiming to prevent China from
accessing this cutting-edge technology.

Under the new policy, countries are classified into
three tiers. Tier 1 includes U.S. allies and partners such
as Australia, Japan, and Taiwan. No restrictions will be
imposed on these countries. The countries in the
second tier like China and Russia, however, already
banned from purchasing advanced chips from the U.S.
The new restrictions further prohibit these countries
from acquiring the most powerful "closed" Al models,
which have not yet been publicly released. The third
tier comprises other countries subject to limited
quotas on computing power purchases. However,
these nations may apply for additional quotas if they
meet specific security requirements.

U.S. Secretary of Commerce Gina Raimondo stated
that the new rules aim to safeguard America's most
advanced Al technology and prevent its theft by
foreign adversaries. The regulations have now entered
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a 120-day public comment period, inviting feedback
from experts, industry leaders, and partner nations.

Despite these intentions, the restrictions have faced
criticism from tech giants such as Nvidia and Oracle,
which warn of potential harm to U.S. competitiveness
in the global technology sector.

Since 2022, the Biden administration has implemented
several rounds of semiconductor export controls
targeting China's growing influence in technological
development. [CNN]

U.S. lawmakers urge imposing restrictions
on biotechnology export to China’s
military

(wy) The U.S. president Joe Biden has been urged to
consider imposing export restrictions on American
biotechnology to China’s military, avoiding related
techniques be weaponized by Beijing to crate toxic
pathogens.

OnJanuary 9, a group of lawmakers, led by Republican
China Select Committee Chairman John Moolenaar,
sent a letter to Commerce Secretary Gina Raimondo,
calling for licensing restrictions on U.S. pharmaceutical
companies collaborating with Chinese medical entities
linked to the military. The letter emphasized that U.S.-
China biotech competition impacts not only America’s
national and economic security but also the security of
American medical data and healthcare systems.
[Reuters]

For a discussion on U.S. responses to China's biotech
ambitions in the past years, see Patrick Beyrer at [Asia
Society] who warns that while there is a need for
changes in the U.S. posture toward biotech
cooperation with China, full U.S.-China biotech
decoupling its fullest extent would lead to severe
impacts on the U.S. economy and innovation
ecosystem.

U.S. president orders stricter
cybersecurity standards targeting China

(wy) U.S. President Joe Biden has proposed stricter
cybersecurity standards for federal agencies and
contractors to counter cyberattacks linked to Chinese
hackers.
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The proposed standards are expected to be
implemented in the final stages of Biden's presidency.
The draft outlines tougher requirements for secure
software development, mandating that software
developers verify compliance with these standards.
Additionally, the Cybersecurity and Infrastructure
Security Agency (CISA) would have the authority to
evaluate the verification processes. [Reuters]

Under Biden's administration, China has been accused
of involvement in numerous cyberattacks targeting
critical U.S. infrastructure, government email systems,
major telecommunications firms (see AiR No. 53,
December/2024, 5), and, more recently, the U.S.
Treasury Department. Beijing, however, has
consistently denied these allegations, dismissing them
as baseless (see AiR No. 1, January/2025, 1).

U.S. investigation finds China dominates
shipbuilding market unfairly

(dh) The U.S. Biden administration has concluded a
trade investigation that accuses China of using unfair
policies to dominate the global maritime, logistics, and
shipbuilding sectors. The investigation, which began in
April 2024 following a request from U.S. unions, found
that China has employed tactics like government
subsidies, forced technology transfers, and intellectual
property violations to gain an edge in shipbuilding. As
a result, China's share of the global shipbuilding
market has surged from around 5 percent in 2000 to
over 50 percent in 2023, while the U.S. share has fallen
below 1 percent.

The investigation paints a picture of China strategically
targeting maritime and shipbuilding industries for
dominance, which has sparked concerns in the U.S.
about the erosion of its own industrial base. This
development could lead to tariffs or other penalties on
Chinese-built vessels, as proposed by the unions
involved in the investigation.

China, however, has denied these allegations, arguing
that the U.S. is misattributing its own problems to
China’s growth. Chinese officials maintain that the
country’s success in shipbuilding results from
technological innovation and market competition,
along with its strong domestic industrial system.
[Reuters]
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China’s foreign ministry unaware of
Shandong Port Group’s ban on US-
sanctioned ships

(dh) China’s foreign ministry has responded to
Shandong Port Group's decision to restrict access to
vessels under U.S. sanctions, stating it has no
knowledge of such a decision. Whilst no official
statement has been released by the group, it issued an
operation notice that stated U.S-sanctioned ships
would not be allowed to dock or unload at ports
managed by the group. [Seatrade Maritime News]

Shandong province, a major hub for oil imports, is a
key entry point for crude oil from Iran, Russia, and
Venezuela - countries currently subject to U.S.
sanctions. These imports made up almost 20 percent
of China’s total crude oil supply last year, with
independent refiners in Shandong being significant
buyers due to the discounted prices offered by these
suppliers.

Analysts suggest these restrictions could lead to higher
shipping costs for these refiners and possibly slow
down the flow of oil into China. The foreign ministry
reaffirmed China’s opposition to unilateral sanctions
and “long-arm jurisdiction” by the United States,
particularly when not authorized by the U.N. Security
Council or without the basis of international law.
However, it did not confirm or provide further details
about the reported actions by Shandong Port Group.
[Reuters] [China Foreign Ministry Regular Conference]

China’s social media shift tone ahead of
Trump inauguration

(Ib) Ahead of President-elect Donald Trump's
inauguration, comments on the U.S. Embassy's social
media posts in China have suddenly turned
overwhelmingly positive, focusing on Sino-U.S.
friendship. This change has raised questions among
analysts, who suggest that the Chinese Communist
Party’s "public opinion management" system may be
behind the shift. The comments under a January 1 post
reviewing the history of Sino-U.S. relations, once filled
with negative remarks, now feature praise for the
bilateral relationship and a hopeful outlook for the
future.

The recent comments, celebrating Sino-U.S. friendship,
mark a stark contrast to earlier posts that would
typically see vitriol aimed at the United States. For
example, past posts included phrases like "American
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devils" or hostile remarks towards U.S. interference.
The new tone coincides with an effort by Chinese state
media to emphasize cooperation with the U.S. as
Trump prepares to take office. [Radio Free Asia]

China, UK hold first bilateral economic
talks in five years

(wy) China and the UK held the 11th China-UK
Economic and Financial Dialogue on January 11 in
Beijing, marking the first economic and financial talks
after a hiatus of five years.

Accompanied by a delegation of executives and
officials from British financial services companies, Uk
Chancellor of the Exchequer Rachel Reeves met with
Chinese Vice Premier He Lifeng and Vice President Han
Zheng. During the meeting, both sides agreed to
enhance ties between the UK and China. Reeves
conveyed the UK government's commitment to
deepening practical cooperation in economic and
financial fields and emphasized the importance of a
stable and pragmatic UK-China relationship. Chinese
leaders underscored the significance of UK-China
collaboration in driving economic growth and
advancing green development in both nations.

Notably, the two sides signed agreements worth GBP
600 million (USD 732 million), expected to benefit the
British economy over the next five years. The
discussions also addressed reducing barriers to trade
and investment, enhancing financial services, and
tackling climate change. Reeves described the trip as
yielding "beneficial outcomes." [Global Times] [MSN]
[The Guardian] [The Canberra Times]

Reeves' visit to China has sparked controversy in the
UK. Critics argued that Reeves should have prioritized
addressing domestic economic challenges. The
delegation also faced criticism for allegedly overlooking
human rights issues in Hong Kong and Xinjiang.
Catherine West, the UK's Indo-Pacific Minister,
defended the trip, asserting that balancing national
security concerns with trade partnerships was
essential “because the country is poor after Brexit and
too many voters rely on charities for food.” [The
Nightly]

The British Labour Party has committed to fostering
economic growth while adhering to its "Three Cs"
principle - "Challenge, Compete, and Cooperate" - in
its relationship with China. Yet, Labour Party Leader
and UK Prime Minister Keir Starmer has maintained an
ambiguous stance toward China since his election last
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year. At the 2024 G20 Summit, Starmer met with
Chinese President Xi Jinping, emphasizing the need for
cooperation in trade, climate change, technology,
health, and education. This approach signals a shift
from the UK's previously confrontational posture
toward China (see AR No. 47, November/2024, 3).
[Parallel Parliament]

China’s fashion retailer Shein's
statements in UK parliamentary hearing
raises concerns

(dh) Chinese fashion retailer Shein’s approach during a
recent UK parliamentary committee hearing has raised
eyebrows. During the session, Yinan Zhu, Shein’s
general counsel for Europe, the Middle East, and
Africa, refrained from directly addressing whether the
company uses cotton sourced from China's Xinjiang
region, an area linked to allegations of forced labor
and human rights abuses - claims that the Chinese
government denies.

Zhu acknowledged that many of Shein’s suppliers

operate in China, along with others in Turkey and

Brazil, but avoided specifics about sourcing cotton
from Xinjiang. She suggested submitting a written
response to the committee at a later date. [AP]

Shein has previously stated it enforces a zero-tolerance
policy on forced labor and requires suppliers to source
materials from approved regions. However, distancing
itself publicly from Xinjiang cotton carries risks, as
companies that have done so - such as Uniglo - have
faced backlash from Chinese consumers and
authorities.

The company is pursuing regulatory approvals for a
London IPO. While Shein has seen rapid growth, with a
valuation of USD 66 billion in 2023, questions about its
supply chain practices and transparency remain
significant hurdles. In contrast, Temu, another Chinese
retailer, has explicitly prohibited suppliers from
Xinjiang, presenting a clearer stance on the issue.
[Reuters 1]

Shein, the fast-fashion retailer originally established in
China, is under scrutiny as it explores the possibility of
listing on the London Stock Exchange (LSE) (see Air No.
1,January/2025, 1). The UK's initial response to Shein
has been more receptive compared to the US, where
lawmakers questioned the company extensively about
its supply chain, specifically concerning alleged ties to
forced labor in Xinjiang. Facing this scrutiny, Shein

abandoned plans for a New York listing. In the UK,
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however, policymakers eager to bolster the London
stock market have shown a more welcoming stance,
focusing on investor disclosure rather than outright
rejection. [The Guardian]

However, Shein’s lack of response in their questioning
has prompted Liam Byrne, the chair of the Business
and Trade Committee in the UK, to write to the LSE and
Britain's Financial Conduct Authority (FCA) to raise his
concerns about Shein’s potential listing on the LSE,
requesting that more due diligence be done to ensure
Shein does not use forced labor use forced labor.
[Reuters 2]

Three German nationals charged with
espionage for China

(dh) Three German nationals have been charged with
espionage for allegedly gathering military technology
information for China's Ministry of State Security (MSS).
The accused were arrested in April 2024.

German Prosecutors claim that from 2017 to 2024, the
individuals obtained technical data, including details
on boat engines, sonar systems, military drones,
armored vehicle propulsion systems, and aircraft
protection systems, which could potentially enhance
China's maritime military capabilities. Thomas R. is
alleged to have served as a link to the MSS, while the
couple, Herwig and Ina F., reportedly utilized their
Dusseldorf-based company to engage with German
researchers and scientists to collect this information.

In response, China's foreign ministry reaffirmed its
adherence to the principle of non-interference in
internal affairs in the development of relations
between China and Germany, urging the German side
to abstain from “hyping up so-called 'Chinese
espionage' risks.” [Ministry of Foreign Affairs, China]

The arrests have brought renewed attention to
concerns over foreign espionage in Germany. At the
time of the arrests, German Interior Minister Nancy
Faeser described Chinese espionage as a significant
threat to sectors like business, science, and industry.
[Deutsche Welle]

This case follows the arrest of a U.S. national in
Germany in November 2024 on suspicion of sharing
intelligence with China (see AiR No. 46,
November/2024, 2).
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China expresses concern over terrorist
fighters being granted top positions in
Syrian army

(dh) China has raised concerns about reports that
Syria's military has granted high-ranking positions to
individuals linked to terrorist organizations, including
leaders of the Uygur separatist Turkistan Islamic Party,
also known as East Turkestan Islamic Movement
(ETIM).

At a United Nations Security Council meeting, Fu Cong,
China’'s permanent representative to the UN, urged
Syria to meet its counter-terrorism obligations and
prevent its territory from being used as a base for
activities that could threaten other nations. [Global
Times]

Whilst no official statement has been released by
Syria's new de-facto leadership, Hayat Tahrir al-Sham
(HTS) led by Ahmed al-Sharaa, several sources and
reports have indicated that at least six of 50 new
military roles will go to foreign fighters, including a
Chinese Uyghur, a Jordanian and a Turkish national.
[BBC]

The appointment of a Uyghur militant, who is the head
of council of ETIM, to a senior role in Syria’s military is
particularly disconcerting to China, as China lists ETIM
as a terrorist organization and holds it responsible for
a number of militant activities in the Xinjiang province.
[Business Standard]

Chinese foreign minister visits four
nations during Africa tour

(dh/dgl) Continuing a 35-year tradition in beginning
China's diplomatic calendar, Chinese Foreign Minister
Wang Yi visited Namibia, the Republic of the Congo,
Chad, and Nigeria as part of his four-nation Africa tour.
[AA]

The visit takes place at a time when China and Africa
have upgraded their relationship to strategic
partnerships. It also marks the beginning of the
implementation of the Forum on China-Africa
Cooperation (FOCAC) Beijing Action Plan (2025-2027),
which outlines ten key initiatives. These initiatives
focus on areas such as trade, industrial cooperation,
healthcare, rural revitalization, green development,
and people-to-people exchanges, aiming to foster
mutual growth and development for both parties.
China has been Africa's largest trading partner for 15
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consecutive years and provides zero-tariff treatment to
33 countries in Africa with diplomatic relations with
China.

Wang's visit to Africa comes at a time when geopolitical
rivalry on the continent has intensified. Former
colonial powers, along with nations like China, Russia,
Turkey, and Iran, have become increasingly involved in
Africa, especially following a series of military coups
that have toppled leaders in several West African
countries in recent years. Many former French colonies
have severed ties with Paris and are increasingly
turning to Moscow, Beijing, Ankara, and Tehran.
[Erance 24]

China vows to help Namibia harnessing its natural
resources

In his meeting with Namibian President Nangolo
Mbumba and President-elect Netumbo Nandi-
Ndaitwah, Wang reiterated China's ongoing support
for Namibia's development and its readiness to help
Namibia harness its resources to foster economic
growth and modernization.

China’s investments in Namibia include the USD 5.1
billion Swakop Uranium partnership, the largest
Chinese investment in Africa, and other significant
stakes in the uranium sector. Additional commitments
include building 1,500 housing units for police,
providing drought assistance, and constructing a USD
161.5 million desalination plant through a joint venture
between Namibia Water Corporation and China
General Nuclear Power Group (see AiR No. 1,
January/2025,1).

China and Congo outline plan for Xi Jinping’s USD 50
billion Africa pledge

(dh) China and the Republic of Congo, also known as
Congo-Brazzaville, have developed a detailed plan to
allocate USD 50 billion pledged by Chinese President Xi
Jinping toward African infrastructure projects over the
next three years. Chinese Foreign Minister Wang Yi
announced the initiative during his visit to Brazzaville.

The funding aligns with measures introduced at the
FOCAC summit in September, which aim to boost
trade, economic ties, and diplomatic relations,
alongside infrastructure and development projects.

Congo-Brazzaville is a key partner in these efforts and
co-chair of FOCAC and is set to host the forum in 2027.
President Denis Sassou Nguesso highlighted the
importance of China’s attention to Africa in drawing
greater global support for the continent.
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The collaboration will focus on various sectors,
including infrastructure, agriculture, healthcare, and
tourism. Since 2000, China has committed over USD 5
billion to the Republic of Congo, with a significant
portion funding roads, ports, airports, and power
plants. Congo exports crude oil, copper, and wood to
China, while importing machinery, electronics, and
consumer goods.

Recent agreements include a deal for Congo to export
Poria cocos, a medicinal fungus, to Chinese markets,
along with housing and urban development projects.
Future priorities involve rehabilitating electricity
infrastructure and upgrading the Congo-Ocean
Railway. Additionally, China pledged to impose zero
tariffs on all goods from the least developed African
countries, whilst also committing to improving military
cooperation and party-to-party relations with the
Republic of Congo. [South China Morning Post]
[Ministry of Foreign Affairs, China 1, in Chinese]

China pledges to support for Chad'’s modernization

China reaffirmed its commitment to strengthening its
strategic partnership with Chad and supporting its
development. During a meeting between Wang Yi and
his Chadian counterpart, Abderaman Koulamallah,
Wang outlined plans to implement agreements from
the recent Forum on China-Africa Cooperation (FOCAC)
summit. These agreements include action plans to
boost Chad’s modernization efforts and expand
bilateral ties within the broader framework of China-
Africa relations. [Global Times 1]

Wang also met with Chadian Prime Minister Allamaye
Halina, where Halina reiterated Chad's commitment to
implementing the shared goals established at the
summit and emphasized the importance of strong ties
with China. He affirmed Chad's support for the one-
China policy as well as further welcoming Chinese
investment, especially in regard to infrastructure and
modernization. Halina pledged to continue fostering
ties between the two countries, even in an informal
capacity. [Global Times 2]

Wang's visit coincided with an armed attack near the
presidential complex that occurred hours after the
meetings and that resulted in 18 dead attackers and
one security guard. [Al Jazeera] [Ministry of Foreign
Affairs, China 2, in Chinese]

China to provide Nigeria with military aid

Wang concluded his tour of Africa in Nigeria, where he
reaffirmed Beijing's commitment to supporting the
continent through development aid and collaborative
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efforts. During his visit, Wang announced a pledge of
USD 136 million in military assistance, which includes
training 6,000 soldiers and 1,000 police officers to help
address security challenges, such as the threat posed
by Boko Haram.

Wang emphasized Nigeria's significant role as a key
player in Africa and the Global South. He
acknowledged the strong trade relationship between
the two nations, with bilateral trade reaching USD 22.6
billion in 2023.

Nigerian Foreign Minister Yusuf Tuggar expressed
Nigeria's determination to implement the agreements
reached during the FOCAC summit. [Deutsche Welle]
[Ministry of Foreign Affairs, China 3, in Chinese]

China to deepen ties with Caribbean
nations

(dqgl) China seeks to deepen its comprehensive
cooperative partnership with Caribbean nations,
President Xi Jinping stated during a meeting with
Grenadian Prime Minister Dickon Mitchell in Beijing on
January 13.

Xi emphasized China's willingness to support the
economic and social development of the region and
proposed drafting a long-term blueprint for bilateral
relations. Mitchell reaffirmed Grenada's commitment
to the one-China principle and expressed interest in
strengthening cooperation. [Ministry of Foreign Affairs,

China]

Grenada switched diplomatic recognition from Taiwan
to China two decades ago, and Mitchell's visit marks
the first meeting between Xi and a foreign leader in
Beijing this year. The Caribbean remains a focal point
in the diplomatic competition between China and
Taiwan, with four regional nations - Haiti, Saint Kitts
and Nevis, Saint Lucia, and Saint Vincent and the
Grenadines - still recognizing Taiwan. Both sides have
long accused each other of employing "dollar
diplomacy" to secure allies. [Reuters]

Diplomatic tensions over border fencing
escalate between India and Bangladesh

(Im) Diplomatic tensions between India and
Bangladesh have deepened following mutual
summoning of diplomats over border disputes and
concerns about violence against minorities in
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Bangladesh. On January 13, India summoned
Bangladesh's Acting High Commissioner Md. Nural
Islam, a day after Dhaka summoned Indian High
Commissioner Pranay Verma to discuss border issues
and alleged unauthorized fencing activities by the
Indian Border Security Force (BSF).

The disputes are rooted in increased activity along the
India-Bangladesh border since the fall of Sheikh
Hasina's government on August 5, 2024. Reports
indicate attempts by former Awami League members
and Bangladeshi citizens to cross into India, including
the discovery of Awami League leader Ishfaq Ali Khan
Panna'’s body in Meghalaya in August 2024. Bangladesh
expressed strong concerns over India’'s construction of
fences at five locations without prior consultation,
citing violations of bilateral agreements. Bangladesh's
Foreign Secretary Md. Jashim Uddin criticized these
unilateral actions, urging adherence to protocols and
mutual consent. [The Hindu 1]

India defended its border security measures, including
barbed wire fencing, lighting, and installation of
technical devices, asserting that they comply with
bilateral agreements and are essential to combat
cross-border crimes such as smuggling and trafficking.
India emphasized its expectation that all prior
understandings between the two countries will be
upheld to ensure cooperative border management.
[The Indian Express] [The Daily Star]

The border disputes are further complicated by
longstanding agreements, including the 1974 Land
Boundary Agreement and the 2011 Coordinated
Border Management Plan. Bangladesh has called for
reviewing "unequal agreements" and highlighted
provisions prohibiting construction within 150 yards of
the zero line without mutual consent. Experts have
noted that under international law, Bangladesh retains
the right to withdraw consent for border constructions.

As tensions persist, both nations aim to address these
issues at the upcoming Director General-level meeting
between the BSF and Border Guard Bangladesh (BGB)
in February.

Speaking against the backdrop of the recent border
dispute, Indian Army Chief General Upendra Dwivedi
expressed confidence that relations will normalize
once an elected government is in place in Bangladesh.
Dwivedi described Bangladesh as a "strategic
neighbor" and emphasized that animosity between the
two nations is not in their mutual interest. He
highlighted the extensive border shared by the two
countries and the importance of maintaining
cooperative ties. [The Daily Star]
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In a related issue, India expressed grave concerns over
escalating violence against minorities in Bangladesh. A
report by the Bangladesh Police on January 11
revealed 1,769 incidents targeting minorities since
August 2024, with 1,234 cases being politically
motivated. The Bangladesh Hindu Buddhist Unity
Council (BHBUC) reported a higher figure of 2,200
incidents, though the police downplayed the
communal nature of the violence.

India criticized Bangladesh’s interim government for
inadequately addressing these attacks, urging concrete
actions to ensure justice and prevent future incidents.
The Indian government reiterated that politically or
communally motivated violence against minorities is
unacceptable and underscored the importance of
addressing these issues for maintaining strong
bilateral relations. [The Hindu 2]

Additionally, Indian National Congress leader Mani
Shankar Aiyar recently expressed support for
Bangladesh ex-Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina’s asylum
in India, asserting that she should be allowed to stay
for as long as she desires, even for her lifetime. Hasina,
77, has been residing in India since August 5, 2024,
following her ouster amid widespread student-led
protests that ended her 16-year rule. [The Indian
Express]

India rules out winter troop reduction at
border with China; Z-Morh Tunnel boosts
strategic connectivity

(Im/ad) India's army chief, Upendra Dwivedi,
announced that the country will not reduce its troop
presence along the northern frontier during winter,
emphasizing the need to maintain readiness.

The decision follows tensions since the 2020 border
clashes in Ladakh, which resulted in the deaths of 20
Indian and four Chinese soldiers. Despite recent
agreements to ease the military standoff, tens of
thousands of troops and equipment remain stationed
in the region. Dwivedi noted that summer
deployments will depend on future negotiations with
China. [The Daily Star]

General Dwivedi also highlighted the strategic
importance of the Z-Morh Tunnel, inaugurated by
Prime Minister Narendra Modi on January 13, in
enhancing connectivity and military logistics in the
Himalayan region. He described the situation along the
Line of Actual Control (LAC) with China as "sensitive but
stable" and reiterated the empowerment of Corps
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Commanders to resolve local disputes directly. [The
Hindu 1] [The Hindu 2]

The Z-Morh Tunnel, a 6.4-kilometer-long two-lane
passage in Jammu and Kashmir's Ganderbal district,
was inaugurated as part of India's broader
infrastructure push in the region. Built at an altitude of
over 8,500 feet and costing USD 325 million, the tunnel
ensures year-round connectivity between Sonamarg
and Kashmir's central regions, previously inaccessible
during winter due to heavy snowfall and avalanches.
The project is integral to India's strategic infrastructure
drive, which includes USD 5.07 billion worth of
developments, such as the Zojila Tunnel, Chenab
Bridge, and Udhampur-Srinagar-Baramulla railway link.

The Z-Morh Tunnel complements the under-
construction Zojila Tunnel, which will provide all-
weather connectivity between Sonamarg and Ladakh’s
Drass region by December 2026. Together, these
projects ensure secure and efficient road access to
Ladakh's strategic areas, including Kargil and Leh,
reducing the military's reliance on costly air routes.
This enhanced connectivity is pivotal for India’s
defense posture in the region, particularly given
ongoing geopolitical tensions.

Beyond its military significance, the Z-Morh Tunnel
promises to boost tourism and trade in the region.
Sonamarg's year-round accessibility is expected to
revitalize local businesses reliant on tourism.
Additionally, improved transportation will benefit
farmers and traders, fostering economic growth and
attracting further investment in the region. [The Indian
Express]

India invites Indonesian President
Prabowo as Republic Day chief guest

(Im) India has extended an invitation to Indonesian
President Prabowo Subianto to serve as the chief guest
at its Republic Day celebrations on January 26.
President Subianto's participation will be the third time
an Indonesian leader has attended India's Republic
Day, following visits by leaders in 1950 and 2018.

This marks a significant moment in India’s diplomatic
outreach, underscoring its robust ties with Indonesia,
its largest trading partner in the ASEAN region. The
visit also highlights shared historical and strategic
priorities, including sovereignty, economic self-
reliance, and independent foreign policies. Prime
Minister Narendra Modi is scheduled to hold
comprehensive discussions with President Subianto
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during his visit to further strengthen these bilateral
relations.

However, reports of President Subianto planning a
subsequent visit to Pakistan after concluding his India
trip have prompted diplomatic concerns in New Delhi.
India has actively dissuaded Jakarta from including
Islamabad in Subianto's itinerary, citing the potential
for negative optics, particularly given its ongoing
strained relations with Pakistan over issues like cross-
border terrorism. India aims to maintain a distinct
separation in Indonesia's engagements with the two
countries to preserve the integrity of its diplomatic ties.

President Subianto's planned visit to Pakistan follows
his recent meeting with Pakistani Prime Minister
Shehbaz Sharif in Egypt, where both leaders pledged to
enhance economic cooperation. [The Times of India]
[The Hindu]

Singapore President Tharman
Shanmugaratnam commences five-day
state visit to India

(rsv) Singaporean President Tharman
Shanmugaratnam began a five-day state visit to India
on January 14 to celebrate the 60th anniversary of
diplomatic ties between the two nations. President
Tharman'’s visit is the first state visit to India by a
Singaporean president in a decade, following former
president Tony Tan's visit in February 2015. He is
accompanied by his spouse, senior officials from
multiple ministries, and a business delegation focused
on fostering economic collaboration, particularly in
skills development and infrastructure.

President Tharman is set to meet Indian President
Droupadi Murmu, who will host a state banquet in his
honor, as well as Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi
and other senior government officials. During his stay
in the capital, New Delhi, President Tharman will also
confer the Honorary Citizen Award to Tarun Das,
former director-general of the Confederation of Indian
Industry, and pay tribute to Mahatma Gandhi at the
Raj Ghat memorial. A special reception will be held to
mark both the 60 years of Singapore-India diplomatic
relations and Singapore’s 60 years of independence.

On January 17 and 18, President Tharman will travel to
Odisha, where he will explore economic opportunities,
including a visit to a Bharat Biotech vaccine
manufacturing facility and the World Skills Centre, a
collaboration with Singapore's Institute of Technical
Education Services. Odisha Chief Minister Mohan
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Charan Majhi is expected to brief the president on the
state's economic strategies and host an official dinner.

This visit follows Indian Prime Minister Narendra
Modji's trip to Singapore in September 2024, during
which the two nations elevated their relationship to a
Comprehensive Strategic Partnership. This agreement
has strengthened collaborations in semiconductor
technology, digital connectivity, healthcare, and skills
development. Singapore remains India’s top foreign
investor, accounting for 24 percent of its direct
investment since 2000. Bilateral trade has also grown
significantly, reaching USD 51.2 billion in 2022,
compared to USD 20 billion in 2005 when the
Comprehensive Economic Cooperation Agreement was
implemented. [The Hindu] [The Straits Times]

India, Sri Lanka agree to revive ETCA talks

(axc/sl) Sri Lanka and India have agreed to revive
discussions on the Economic and Technological
Cooperation Agreement (ETCA), with the aim of
concluding the talks, according to Indian High
Commissioner to Sri Lanka, Santosh Jha. During
President Anura Kumara Dissanayake's recent visit to
New Delhi, both nations decided to pursue
negotiations, although no timeline was set. High
Commissioner Jha emphasized that setting deadlines
for such matters is unrealistic, highlighting that both
countries are committed to continuing talks with the
intention of reaching a conclusion.

The agreement to revive ETCA talks is part of broader
efforts to strengthen the bilateral relationship between
Sri Lanka and India. Over the past year, there has been
growing maturity in the partnership, which spans
economic, development, security, and cultural
domains. Jha mentioned that this deepened
relationship has bipartisan support in both countries,
and it is seen as beneficial to the peoples of both
nations.

The joint statement from the talks outlines several
areas of collaboration, including parliamentary
exchanges, development cooperation, energy projects,
and trade and investment initiatives. Among the key
projects discussed were energy cooperation, such as
the supply of LNG from India to Sri Lanka, the high-
capacity power grid interconnection, and the
development of the Sampur Solar project. India also
continues to play a crucial role in Sri Lanka's economic
recovery, including providing financial stabilization
support and assisting with debt restructuring. [Daily
Mirror]
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In related updates, the Indian High Commissioner to
Sri Lanka, Santosh Jha, met with the Speaker of the
Parliament, Dr. Jagatha Wickramaratne, to discuss the
strengthening of inter-parliamentary cooperation
between India and Sri Lanka.

During the meeting, the High Commissioner
announced India's plans to support the Sri Lankan
Parliament through training and professional
development programs for newly elected MPs and
expressed hope for the renewal of the Sri Lanka-India
Parliamentary Friendship Association. In turn, Speaker
Dr. Wickramaratne expressed gratitude for India's
continued support to Sri Lanka in various sectors. [Ada
Derana]

Indian media falsely reports release of
Nijjar murder suspects in Canada

(Im) Indian media outlets falsely claimed the release of
four Indian nationals accused of murdering Hardeep
Singh Nijjar, a pro-Khalistan activist gunned down
outside a Sikh temple in Surrey, Canada, on June 18,
2023. Canadian authorities confirmed that the accused
—Karan Brar, Kamalpreet Singh, Karanpreet Singh, and
Amandeep Singh—remain in custody, awaiting trial in
the British Columbia Supreme Court.

The case, which moved to the Supreme Court in
November 2024, involves charges of first-degree
murder and conspiracy to commit murder. The trial
process is expected to be lengthy due to the
complexity of the case. A direct indictment bypassed
preliminary inquiries, and pretrial applications will be
scheduled in the coming months.

Nijjar's killing strained India-Canada relations after
Canadian Prime Minister Justin Trudeau accused Indian
agents of involvement, a claim India dismissed as
“absurd.” Canadian investigations revealed
connections between the accused and an alleged
Indian government operation targeting Khalistan
supporters in Canada.[Global News] [Hindustan Times]

United States to remove nuclear
restrictions on India

(Im) The United States is set to lift long-standing
restrictions on Indian nuclear entities, paving the way
for enhanced civil nuclear cooperation between the
two nations. National Security Advisor Jake Sullivan
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announced the initiative during his visit to New Delhi,
highlighting efforts to strengthen the 20-year-old US-
India nuclear partnership.

The restrictions, originally imposed after India’s 1998
nuclear weapons tests, have hindered collaboration
despite the landmark 2008 civil nuclear agreement.
This agreement, known as the 123 Agreement, allowed
civilian nuclear technology transfers to India, a non-
signatory of the Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty
(NPT), under International Atomic Energy Agency
safeguards. However, India's stringent nuclear liability
laws, holding operators and suppliers accountable for
accidents, deterred foreign vendors, delaying projects
like the proposed six US nuclear reactors in Kovvada,
Andhra Pradesh.

This initiative reflects a broader strategic partnership
between the two nations, with the US supporting
India's 2016 application to join the Nuclear Suppliers
Group (NSG), which regulates nuclear exports.
[Reuters] [world nuclear news]

India, France joint maritime exercise in
Arabian Sea strengthens strategic
partnership

(Im) India and France conducted a high-level maritime
partnership exercise in the Arabian Sea, showcasing
growing interoperability and mutual trust. The exercise
featured the Indian Navy's stealth guided-missile
destroyer, INS Mormugao, and Indian Air Force
aircraft, alongside the French Navy's Carrier Strike
Group (CSQG).

The French CSG, deployed in the Indian Ocean, is set to
participate in upcoming exercises like La Perouse in
Indonesia and Pacific Stellar in the Pacific Ocean.
Additionally, India and France plan to hold the Varuna
naval exercise in the coming months, further
bolstering their defense collaboration. [India Today]

Indonesian, Japanese leaders deepen
bilateral cooperation between their
countries

(gk) Japanese Prime Minister Shigeru Ishiba held a
bilateral meeting with Indonesia’s President Prabowo
Subianto in West Java, Indonesia. Prabowo addressed
various topics, including cooperation between the
nations, regional and global challenges, and their
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mutual commitment to enhancing existing
partnerships.

While discussing security cooperation, both nations
agreed to create a forum for defense practitioners to
address issues related to maritime security, including
cooperation on defense equipment and technology
transfer.

Ishiba announced that Japan, through its official
security assistant cooperation framework, would grant
Indonesia a high-speed patrol vessel. [Antara 1]

Ishiba has also expressed his intent to support
Indonesia’s nutritious meal program by organizing
cooperation efforts such as training for the school
lunch provision program, training experts, and
assisting in improving the fisheries and agriculture
sectors based on Japan's experience. [Antara 2]

Both leaders also agreed to continue collaborating in
key areas, such as economic and infrastructure
development, energy security, and industrial down
streaming, as well as cooperation in the agriculture,
human resources, and health sectors. [Antara 3]

Japan provides loan to Indonesia to
develop Patimban port

(gk) The Japan International Cooperation Agency (JICA)
signed an agreement as part of Japan's Soft Loan
Official Development Assistance (ODA) for the
development of Patimban Port under the Patimban
Port Development Project in Subang Regency, West
Java. The loan amount is IDR 8.59 trillion (USD 528.85
million). The project aims to develop a new portin
Patimban, West Java, and improve logistics in the
metropolitan area, including a container terminal and
a vehicle terminal.

This marks the third phase of the loan. The first phase
was granted in 2017, amounting to IDR 12.24 trillion
(USD 750 million), followed by the second phase in
2022, amounting to IDR 7.23 trillion (USD 447 million).
With this third phase, the total loan amount now
stands at approximately IDR 28 trillion (USD 1.72
billion). The project follows the Special Terms for
Economic Partnership (STEP), which aims to enhance
the visibility of Japanese assistance through the
transfer of Japanese technology and expertise to
partner countries.

The Directorate General of Sea Transportation, under
the Ministry of Transportation, will manage the project,
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including land acquisition, resettlement, operation,
maintenance, and port construction. The Directorate
General of Highways, under the Ministry of Public
Works, will oversee the construction work. [Tempo.co]

Indonesian president meets Malaysian
prime minister on private visit

(gk) President Prabowo Subianto made a day trip to
Kuala Lumpur to meet with Malaysian Prime Minister
Anwar Ibrahim on January 9. The meeting, held over
lunch, focused on both bilateral and regional issues as
Malaysia begins its chairmanship of ASEAN. [President
of The Republic of Indonesia]

The visit, described as "personal," was not Prabowo’s
official presidential trip to Malaysia, which is scheduled
for later this month. Despite the informality,
discussions covered key topics such as ASEAN
community building, regional cooperation, border
issues, labor transfer, Malacca Strait fishing conflicts,
trade, defense, and security.

Anwar highlighted the visit on social media, calling
Prabowo his “best friend” and emphasizing the
importance of strengthening bilateral ties. At the
Malaysian Economic Forum earlier in the day, Anwar
mentioned plans to discuss ways to boost economic
cooperation, including digital transformation. [Asia
News Network]

Indonesia and Hong Kong explore possible
cooperation on supply chain services

(gk) Chief Economic Affairs Minister Airlangga Hartarto
hosted Hong Kong's Financial Secretary Paul Chan who
was on his three-day trip to Indonesia last week. Chan
proposed the idea of Hong Kong becoming a partner in
supply chain services development in Indonesia.
Airlangga welcomed Hong Kong's offer for supply chain
development. He encouraged Hong Kong businesses
to explore investment opportunities in Indonesia.

Hong Kong sees huge potential in working with
Indonesia, a country with a surplus of young-age
population. In addition, Indonesia offers a range of
fiscal incentives for investors, including tax holidays,
tax allowance, investment allowance, and super
deduction tax, alongside ease of doing business.
[Jakarta Globe]
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Indonesia expresses interest in joint
military exercise with China

(Ip) Indonesian Defense Minister Sjafrie Sjamsoeddin
discussed the potential for a joint military exercise with
China during a meeting with General Liu Zhenli, Chief
of Staff of the Joint Staff Department of China's Central
Military Commission. The bilateral meeting took place
at Indonesia’s Ministry of Defense headquarters in
Jakarta.

The proposed exercise aims to strengthen defense
diplomacy and enhance Indonesia-China relations. The
drill would provide opportunities for sharing battle
strategies, defense technologies, and educational
exchanges for military personnel.

Sjafrie emphasized the importance of building deeper
ties beyond high-level interactions and fostering
comprehensive cooperation. While no location for the
exercise was discussed, both sides expressed their
commitment to using defense activities as a diplomatic
tool. [Antara News]

Indonesia, France discuss repatriation of
French death row inmate

(Ip) The Indonesian Coordinating Ministry for Law,
Human Rights, Immigration, and Correctional Services
and the French Embassy in Jakarta have initiated talks
on the transfer of a French death row inmate Serge
Areski Atlaoui following of official request of the French
justice ministry for the transfer of the prisoner
convicted in 2007 for operating an ecstasy factory in
Banten.

The French Embassy agreed to review the legal and
technical conditions outlined by the Indonesian
government to facilitate an agreement between the
French and Indonesian governments. This agreement
would enable Atlaoui to be transferred to a prison in
France to serve his sentence under French jurisdiction.
[Antara News]

Qatar joins Indonesia's Three-Million-
House Program

(Ip) Iragi Deputy Minister of Housing and Settlement
Areas Fahri Hamzah has announced that Qatar will
contribute to Indonesia’s national program to build
three million houses following the signing of a related
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memorandum of understanding (MoU) at the Merdeka
Palace in Jakarta regarding this initiative. [Tempo.co]

Hamzah stated that Qatari investors would assist the
Indonesian government in constructing one million
homes, although he did not specify the amount of
investment. He further mentioned that representatives
from Indonesia and Qatar would convene again to
discuss land selection and permit approvals.

As the Three-Million-Houses program continues to
attract foreign investors, the Indonesian government
has also directed local partners to plan designated
land and prioritize urban areas for this initiative.
[Antara News]

The Three-Million-Houses program of the Indonesian
government aims to build three million affordable
homes across Indonesia, with a focus on urban areas
where housing demand is highest. It involves
collaboration with foreign investors, local partners, and
government agencies to ensure land availability,
streamline permit processes, and accelerate
construction.

Indonesian migrant workers deported
from Saudi Arabia return home

(gk) 211 Indonesian migrant workers deported from
Saudi Arabia arrived in Indonesia on January 12.

The workers were deported from Saudi Arabia for
having allegedly violated immigration rules, such as
lacking required documents and overstaying. [Antara]

Indonesia and Australia hold discuss
improvement of economic ties

(gk) Indonesian Coordinating Minister for Economic
Affairs, Airlangga Hartarto, and Australian Ambassador
to Indonesia, Penny Williams, explored initiatives to
improve their countries’ bilateral economic ties.

Hartarto appreciated Ambassador Williams for the
formulation and implementation of the Partnership
Program for the Economy (Prospera) and the
government-backed business development program
Katalis. The two programs are complementary to the
Indonesia-Australia Comprehensive Economic
Partnership Agreement (IA-CEPA).
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Both also highlighted their countries’ solidarity at
multilateral forums, as seen in Australia’s support for
Indonesia’s leadership of the G20 in 2022, ASEAN in
2023, and the Indo-Pacific Economic Framework (IPEF)
in 2023. [Antara]

Japan to deepen cooperation with
Malaysia and Indonesia

(wy) Japanese Prime Minister Shigeru Ishiba visited
Japanese Prime Minister Shigeru Ishiba Malaysia and
Indonesia, aiming to strengthen his country's security
cooperation with the two Southeast Asian countries in
an apparent effort to counter threats from China.

Malaysia

In Kuala Lumpur Ishiba met with Malaysian Prime
Minister Anwar Ibrahim. Their talks focused on
fostering cooperation to ensure regional security and
strengthen supply chains.

The two leaders agreed to collaborate on carbon
capture and hydrogen green energy projects. Japan will
lend its expertise to support Sarawak energy firm
Petros and Petronas in developing hydrogen energy,
with hopes to finalize plans by May. Anwar also invited
Japan to participate in a planned undersea cable
project to transmit hydroelectric power from Sarawak
to the peninsula and Singapore, and to help process
non-radioactive rare earths.

Ishiba emphasized Japan's commitment to joint efforts
with Malaysia on decarbonization, including ammonia-
fired turbines, carbon capture, and hydrogen power.
Japan also aims for broader cooperation in defense,
supply chain resilience, and natural disaster
prevention.

Japan has already supported Malaysia's coastguard
with patrol ships and equipment since 2017, aiming to
strengthen its maritime presence in the South China
Sea.

Japan is the fourth-largest trade partner of Malaysia,
with investments exceeding MYR 102 billion (USD 23.2
billion) in 2023. Japan’s bilateral trade with Malaysia
totaled MYR 156.6 billion (USD 35.6 billion) in the same
year. [South China Morning Post] [Ministry of Foreign
Affairs, Japan 1]

Indonesia
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In Jakarta, Ishiba and President Prabowo Subianto
emphasized the importance of strengthening bilateral
cooperation, particularly in the area of security.

They agreed to enhance collaboration in various fields,
including defense, energy and food security, human
resource development, and disaster prevention. They
also confirmed plans to hold the third round of "two-
plus-two" talks later this year, which will involve the
foreign and defense ministers of both countries.

Regarding maritime security, Japan pledged to provide
the Indonesian Navy with two high-speed patrol boats
through its Official Security Assistance program. Ishiba
expressed Japan's strong commitment to working with
Indonesia to enhance the defense capabilities of both
countries. [Kyodo News] [The Japan Times] [Prime
Minister's Office, Japan]

Japanese foreign minister’s visit to South
Korea highlights security cooperation

(dgl) Japan and South Korea have reaffirmed their
commitment to trilateral cooperation with the United
States in addressing North Korea’s military threat,
Japanese Foreign Minister Takeshi Iwaya and South
Korean counterpart Cho Tae Yul announced after their
meeting on January 13 in Seoul. This meeting, amid
heightened political uncertainty following the
impeachment of South Korean President Yoon Suk
Yeol over his brief imposition of martial law,
emphasized strengthening bilateral relations while
acknowledging historical tensions.

The visit marked the first by a senior Japanese official
to Seoul since Yoon's declaration of martial law on
December 3 and coincided with the 60th anniversary
of South Korea-Japan normalization of ties.

Cho highlighted efforts to develop future-oriented
relations while minimizing tensions over historical
issues stemming from Japan's pre-World War Il
occupation of the Korean Peninsula. [KBS]

Iwaya noted the importance of coordinated efforts
with the U.S. to address North Korea's missile and
nuclear programs, reflecting increased regional
collaboration under U.S. President Joe Biden's
administration. The meeting occurred shortly before
the inauguration of U.S. President-elect Donald Trump
on January 20. [Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Japan] [AA]

Earlier this month, U.S. Secretary of State Antony
Blinken visited Seoul to reaffirm bilateral relations,
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underscoring the strategic alliance among the three
nations (see AiR No. 1, January/2025, 1).

Secretary-General of Japan'’s ruling party
urges China to lift trade sanctions

(dql) Hiroshi Moriyama, Secretary-General of Japan's
ruling Liberal Democratic Party (LDP), called on China
to lift its import bans on Japanese marine products and
beef during the Japan-China Ruling Party Exchange
Council meeting in Beijing on January 14.

Moriyama emphasized that resolving these trade
issues would enhance mutual trust and strengthen
bilateral relations.

Liu Jianchao, head of the Chinese Communist Party's
(CCP) International Department, underscored the
importance of maintaining peace and stability in Asia
while fostering shared development.

This exchange marked the first meeting between the
groups since October 2018, following interruptions
caused by the COVID-19 pandemic and deteriorating
ties between China and Japan. It is part of a three-day
visit by a delegation of Japanese ruling bloc lawmakers
from the LDP and its coalition partner, Komeito, to
Beijing for talks with members of the CCP aimed at
stabilizing bilateral relations. [Kyodo News]

During his visit, Moriyama is also scheduled to meet
Wang Huning, Chairman of the Chinese People’s
Political Consultative Conference, and Wang Vi,
Chinese Foreign Minister and CCP Political Bureau
member, to discuss bilateral and regional matters
further. [The Japan News]

Japan’s foreign minister lwaya to attend
U.S. presidential inauguration

(adi) Japanese Foreign Minister Takeshi lwaya
announced on January 12 that he will attend the
inauguration ceremony of U.S. President Donald
Trump. The visit underscores Japan's intention to
reaffirm its strategic alliance with the United States as
the new administration begins its term.

This will be Iwaya's first official visit to the U.S. since
assuming office in October 2024. His agenda is
expected to focus on strengthening bilateral ties,
particularly the Japan-U.S. security alliance. During his
trip, lwaya plans to hold discussions with senior
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members of the incoming administration to establish
early rapport and address key policy issues affecting
the two nations.

Prime Minister Shigeru Ishiba is also considering a visit
to Washington in February for a summit with President
Trump. The discussions are expected to emphasize
defense cooperation trade relations, and their shared
vision for a free and open Indo-Pacific. [Reuters]

Japanese Yakuza leader admits to
trafficking nuclear materials, drugs, and
weapons in US court

(dql) Japanese yakuza leader Takeshi Ebisawa pleaded
guilty in a New York federal court to conspiring to
traffic nuclear materials, including uranium and
weapons-grade plutonium, from Myanmar to other
countries, the U.S. Justice Department announced on
January 8. [Department of Justice, USA]

60-year-old Ebisawa admitted to collaborating with a
global network of associates from nations such as
Thailand, Sri Lanka, and the United States to traffic
drugs and weapons. The investigation revealed
connections between international organized crime
and activities ranging from nuclear material trafficking
to narcotics trade and arming violent insurgents,
according to DEA Administrator Anne Milgram.

He was arrested in April 2022 on drug trafficking and
firearms charges, with nuclear material trafficking
charges added later. The Justice Department believes
that he had planned to exchange large quantities of
heroin and methamphetamine for heavy-duty
weaponry, including surface-to-air missiles, intended
for use in Myanmar's battlefields. [Kyodo News]

U.S. marine accused of sexual assault in
Japan

(dgl) A U.S. Marine stationed in Okinawa has been
accused of sexually assaulting a woman in her 20s at
Camp Foster in November. This marks the fourth such
incident involving U.S. military personnel on the island
within a year.

The suspect, believed to be in his 30s, is in U.S. military
custody while Okinawa Prefectural Police have referred
the case to prosecutors, who are deciding whether to
file charges.
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The incident follows three similar cases last year that
have strained U.S.-Japan relations. These included the
sentencing of a U.S. airman for assaulting a minor and
charges against two Marines for sexual assault and
attempted sexual assault, respectively. [The
Independent]

Okinawa, home to approximately 30,000 U.S. troops,
has long been a focal point of tensions between Japan
and the U.S. over the military presence on the island.

Japan imposes new sanctions on Russia

(dql) Japan's Cabinet has approved new sanctions
against Russia in response to its invasion of Ukraine.
The measures include asset freezes targeting 11
individuals, 29 organizations, and three Russian banks,
as well as export bans on 22 Russian entities tied to
military and industrial activities. Additional restrictions
target 31 non-Russian groups from countries such as
China, Turkey, and Hong Kong, accused of aiding
Russia in evading sanctions.

The sanctions, effective January 23, ban exports of 335
items, including vehicle engines, communication
devices, and industrial machinery, aiming to limit
Russia’s industrial capacity. [AP]

The latest sanctions follow Prime Minister Shigeru
Ishiba’s reaffirmation of Japan'’s policy during a G7
summit in December, amid concerns over Russia’s
increased ties with North Korea and the use of third
countries to bypass restrictions (see AiR No. 51,
December/2024, 3).

Canadian mining firm acquires 70 percent
of Laotian refinery

(dgl) Canada Rare Earth has signed a memorandum of
understanding (MOU) with a Laos-based private
company to acquire 70 percent of a fully permitted
refinery designed to produce rare earth oxides,
including both light and heavy rare earth elements.
The refinery, which has a production capacity of 3,000
tons per year, was built 12 years ago but has been
inactive due to a prior policy change in Laos affecting
rare earth processing.

The Lao government has since reversed these policies,
now supporting the refinery's startup and operation to
promote in-country processing of rare earth
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concentrates. This initiative aims to boost economic
benefits from new rare earth mines in northern Laos.

Canada Rare Earth is also in discussions with multiple
parties regarding offtake agreements and potential
investment, which could secure credit facilities to
support the refinery's operations, ensuring a stable
supply of key rare earth oxides, such as neodymium,
praseodymium, dysprosium, and terbium.

CEO Peter Shearing emphasized the importance of
selecting the right offtake partner and investors to
ensure the project's commercial and strategic success.
Additionally, Canada Rare Earth has secured an MOU
for a 70/30 joint venture with a Laos-based company to
co-develop an advanced rare earth mining project in
Laos. [Mining.Com]

Chinese Foreign Minister Wang Yi meets
with Maldives’ President Muizzu

Chinese Foreign Minister Wang Yi paid a courtesy call
on Maldivian President Dr. Mohamed Muizzu on
January 10 during an unannounced visit to the island
nation. During the meeting, Minister Wang assured
continued support for the Maldives' development and
emphasized the importance of the One China Principle
in strengthening the two countries’ relations. President
Muizzu urged for the acceleration of projects under
existing agreements, focusing on social housing and
road development, while also seeking China’s support
for diversifying the economy, particularly in agriculture
and fisheries. [the edition 1]

In related updates, President Muizzu announced plans
to sign an agreement with a Chinese company in
February to construct a major fish packing factory on
Fiyoari Island in Gaafu Dhaalu Atoll. This initiative
aligns with his electoral promise to strengthen the
fisheries sector. Financing for the project is underway,
with construction expected to begin within two months
of the agreement signing. [the edition 2]

Maldives seek to rebuild strong
relationship with India

(axc/Im) The Maldives is working to strengthen its ties
with India following recent diplomatic tensions. A key
development in this effort was the overdue meeting
between Maldivian Defence Minister Mohamed
Ghassan Maumoon and his Indian counterpart in New
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Delhi. The discussions focused on resuming defense
cooperation and enhancing future bilateral defense
ties. Both ministers reiterated their commitment to
supporting the India-Maldives Comprehensive
Economic and Maritime Security Partnership.

During his first official visit to India as defense minister,
Maumoon expressed appreciation for India’s role as
the Maldives' 'First Responder' and its assistance in
improving infrastructure in Malé. He also
acknowledged India's contributions in the training of
defense and security personnel.

India, under its Neighbourhood First policy, has also
pledged continued military support to bolster regional
security in the Indian Ocean. Indian Defence Minister
Rajnath Singh emphasized the Maldives' strategic
importance and reassured ongoing assistance to
enhance the capabilities of the Maldives National
Defence Force (MNDF). This includes military training,
provision of equipment, and collaborative projects.
[Tribune India]

The visit also followed the Maldivian government's
decision to withdraw stationed Indian troops, in line
with its policy to reduce foreign military presence. Both
nations agreed to deploy personnel from the
manufacturers of Indian-donated helicopters and
Dornier aircraft, replacing Indian military operators.
Despite earlier strains, the two countries have moved
towards closer cooperation, reflecting a maturing
bilateral relationship.

Maldives’ President Muizzu departs for
historic official visit to Estonia

(Im) President Dr. Mohamed Muizzu has embarked on
an official visit to Estonia, marking the first visit by a
Maldivian President to the country and his first official
trip to Europe. During the visit, President Muizzu will
meet Estonian President Dr. Alar Karis, Estonian
Parliament President Lauri Hussar, and other key
officials.

The discussions will focus on enhancing bilateral ties
and exploring cooperation in digital governance,
cybersecurity, climate change, environmental issues,
and science and education. President Muizzu is
accompanied by Foreign Minister Dr. Abdulla Khaleel,
Homeland Security and Technology Minister Ali
Ilhusaan, and a senior delegation. The visit will
conclude on January 16. [the edition]
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Maldives’ Minister Shaheem visits Saudi
Arabia to sign Hajj agreement and attend
exhibition

(Im) Maldives' Minister of Islamic Affairs, Dr. Mohamed
Shaheem Ali Saeed, is visiting Saudi Arabia at the
invitation of the Saudi Minister of Hajj and Umrah, Dr.
Tawfig Al-Rabiah. During the visit, Minister Shaheem
will sign the annual Hajj Agreement, which outlines
arrangements for Maldivian pilgrims. He will also
attend the Hajj exhibition organized by the Saudi
Ministry of Hajj. Discussions are expected to address
improving services for Maldivian pilgrims and
increasing the Maldives' annual Hajj quota, currently
set at 1,000 pilgrims.[the edition]

Malaysian Prime Minister Anwar visits
UAE to discuss deepening ties

(dqgl) Malaysian Prime Minister Anwar Ibrahim met with
United Arab Emirates (UAE) Vice President and Prime
Minister Sheikh Mohammed bin Rashid Al Maktoum,
Ruler of Dubai, at Za'abeel Palace on January 13. They
discussed strengthening bilateral relations and
exploring cooperation in renewable energy, food and
energy security, artificial intelligence, and data centers,
along with regional and global issues of mutual
concern. [Malay Mail]

The meeting was part of Anwar’s three-day visit to the
UEA at Sheikh Mohammed's invitation to attend the
Abu Dhabi Sustainability Week. Earlier, Anwar met with
senior officials from sovereign wealth funds, including
the Abu Dhabi Investment Authority (ADIA). [Bernama]

Maldives Foreign Minister Khaleel meets
UAE Deputy Prime Minister to strengthen
ties

(Im) Maldivian Foreign Minister Dr. Abdulla Khaleel met
with the United Arab Emirates (UAE) Deputy Prime
Minister and Minister of Foreign Affairs, Sheikh
Abdullah bin Zayed Al Nahyan, to discuss enhancing
bilateral relations. Minister Khaleel conveyed President
Dr. Mohamed Muizzu's respects and expressed
gratitude for the UAE's contributions to Maldives'
development, including assistance from the Abu Dhabi
Fund for Development (ADFD).

The leaders reaffirmed their commitment to identifying
areas of mutual priority and strengthening long-
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standing ties. Minister Khaleel also briefed the UAE
officials on Maldives' fiscal reform agenda and
development initiatives, highlighting the UAE's support
in the expansion of Velana International Airport. [the
edition]

India, Mongolia to sign mining agreement

(fs) India is poised to sign a preliminary memorandum
of understanding (MoU) with Mongolia in the field of
geology and exploration, according to an Indian
government source.

The agreement aims to enhance India’s access to
Mongolia's rich deposits of copper and coking coal,
critical for India’s growing demand in power,
construction, electric vehicles, and steelmaking.

The Indian cabinet has approved the MoU, and
discussions between the two countries are
progressing. Indian companies such as Adani,
Hindalco, and Vedanta have shown interest in sourcing
copper from Mongolia. Officials are exploring supply
routes, with India favoring the Vladivostok route in
Russia over China, despite the longer distance.
[Reuters]

In a separate development, President of the Mongolian
National Chamber of Commerce and Industry (MNCCI)
Tur-Od Lkhagvajav met with Indian Ambassador Atul
Malhari Gotsurve to discuss strengthening economic,
trade, and business ties between Mongolia and India
on January 6.

Areas of potential collaboration discussed were high
technology, artificial intelligence, and IT, as well as
integrating India's expertise into Mongolia's education
system. Plans were proposed for inviting skilled Indian
professionals to Mongolia and initiating technological
and English language training programs.

The discussion extended to infrastructure,
construction, investment, and finance sectors, with a
focus on partnering with Indian automotive leaders
like Mahindra & Mahindra and Tata Motors to supply
vehicles suited to Mongolia's needs.

Food industry cooperation was also emphasized,
particularly the importation of high-quality, healthy
staples such as rice, fruits, and berries from India.
[Akipress]
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Mongolia, Japan to reinforce strategic
partnership

(fs) Prime Minister of Mongolia Luvsannamsrain Oyun-
Erdene met with Japanese Ambassador Masaru
Igawahara on January 8 to discuss strengthening the
2010 Mongolia-Japan Special Strategic Partnership for
Peace and Prosperity.

Oyun-Erdene highlighted Mongolia’s initiatives,
including the construction of a satellite city near
Khushig Valley, efforts to reduce Ulaanbaatar’s
pollution and traffic congestion, and improving urban
infrastructure. He also expressed interest in
collaborating on Japan-Australia projects to extract
hydrogen from brown coal. Additionally, he invited
Japan'’s participation in Mongolia's three
transformation priorities: artificial intelligence and high
technology, green development, and human resource
enhancement.

Igawahara reiterated Japan’s commitment to
reinforcing the strategic partnership, especially in
sectors such as defense, infrastructure, and
technology transfer. He also announced the renewal of
Japanese official development assistance, including
concessional loans to Mongolia, particularly for the
expansion of the Chinggis Khan International Airport
and other critical infrastructure projects. [Sonin]

Mongolia, China to strengthen tourism
and cultural cooperation

(fs) Mongolian Minister of Culture, Sports, Tourism,

and Youth Nomin Chinbat met with Chinese Minister of
Culture and Tourism Sun Yeli on January 7 to advance
bilateral collaboration in tourism and cultural
initiatives.

Key agreements included developing cross-border
tourism, inviting prominent Chinese influencers to
promote Mongolia, and designating Mongolia as an
official partner in leading tourism events like the China
International Travel Mart and China Outbound Travel &
Tourism Market. The two sides also agreed to feature
Mongolia as the highlighted country in a major Chinese
tourism exhibition in 2025.

In the cultural sector, the ministers committed to joint
exhibitions, implementing the 2011 Agreement on
Preventing lllicit Trafficking of Cultural Property,
combating cultural heritage crimes, and intensifying
cooperation on World Heritage protection. They also
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agreed to collaborate on registering cultural heritage
along the historic Great Tea Route. [Montsame]

Mongolia, Vietham to expand cooperation
in digital innovation and IT

(fs) Mongolia's Minister of Digital Development,
Innovation, and Communications Tsend Baatarkhuu
met with Vietnam's Ambassador Extraordinary and
Plenipotentiary Nguyen Tuan Thanh on January 8 to
discuss strengthening bilateral cooperation in
communications technology and digital innovation.

The two sides explored potential collaboration in Al
development, digital economy initiatives, and fostering
startups.

Baatarkhuu emphasized Mongolia's advancements in
e-government, ranking 46th globally in the UN E-
Government Development Index. He also expressed
interest in sharing Mongolia's experience to improve
Vietnam's public service accessibility and outlined
Mongolia's plans to circulate government data and
integrate emerging technologies into its digital
economy by 2025.

Tuan Thanh noted Vietnam's rapid IT sector growth,
supported by collaborations such as a recent
agreement with NVIDIA to establish Artificial
Intelligence (Al) research and data centers. He
underscored Vietnam's IT sector's significant economic
role, contributing 3.0 percent of GDP and achieving
USD 150 billion in sales revenue, and emphasized that
opportunities for further collaboration with Mongolia
in this field are being explored. [Montsame]

U.S. donates pulse oximeters to Mongolia

(fs) Amid a recent flu outbreak in Mongolia, the U.S.
Military's Civil Military Liaison Element and the U.S.
Embassy donated 2,000 pulse oximeters to the
Ministry of Health to support overwhelmed hospitals in
Ulaanbaatar and other regions. [U.S. Embassy in
Mongolial

Mongolian president to make official visit
to Turkey
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(fs) Mongolian President Ukhnaagiin Khurelsukh will
visit Turkey from January 15 to 19 at the invitation of
Turkish President Recep Tayyip Erdogan.

The visit marks the 55th anniversary of diplomatic
relations between the two countries and is the first
official visit by a Mongolian head of state to Turkey in
20 years.

It aims to strengthen cooperation in various sectors,
with over 10 agreements expected to be signed on
education, youth and sports, health and medical
sciences, as well as on collaboration in environmental
protection, mining, transportation, infrastructure,
forestry, and legal matters. [Sonin]

UK to support Ulaanbaatar metro project

Ulaanbaatar's Governor Khishgeegiin Nyambaatar
confirmed that the British Government will provide a
guarantee for Ulaanbaatar's metro project on January
12. The decision was announced through
Nyambaatar's official X's (former Twitter) profile. [X]

U.S. imposes sanctions on Myanmar
telecom giant

(hw) The U.S. has imposed sanctions on Myanmar's
major telecommunications operator, Mytel. Mytel is
partially owned by Myanmar Economic Corporation
(MEC), which is an economic branch of Myanmar's
Ministry of Defense. Other shareholders include
Vietnam military’s Viettel and Myanmar National
Telecom Holdings Public Company Limited. [BBC News,
in Burmese]

Mytel is among 13 companies targeted by the
sanctions, alongside 11 firms from China and one from
Pakistan.

The U.S. Department of Commerce's Entity List cited
several reasons for the sanctions, including Mytel's role
in financing the military, aiding military intelligence
gathering, and violating privacy and human rights.
[Radio Free Asia, in Burmese] [Voice of America, in
Burmese]

Russia delivers fighter jets to Myanmar
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(dqgl) The Myanmar Air Force has received the final two
Sukhoi Su-30 fighter jets under a USD 400 million
contract with Russia signed in 2018. The handover took
place at Meiktila Air Base during the military's 77th
founding anniversary celebration. This marks the third
delivery, following shipments in July and November
2022.

The Sukhoi Su-30 is equipped with a 30-mm automatic
cannon, guided and unguided bombs, and a range of
missiles, including air-to-air, air-to-surface, anti-ship,
and anti-radiation types. Powered by twin afterburning
turbofan engines, it can reach an altitude of over
17,000 meters, achieve a top speed of 2,111 km/h, and
has a range of 2,963 km.

Over ten countries employ the jets, with India and
Ethiopia among the latest to receive new models. [The
Defense Post]

Myanmar gifts six elephants to Russia

(hw) The Myanmar junta has presented six tamed
elephants to the Great Moscow Circus in Russia to
commemorate the 75th anniversary of the
establishment of diplomatic relations between
Myanmar and Russia. [BBC News, in Burmese].

The gift is symbolic of the growing ties between Russia
and Myanmar. Since the 2021 coup, Myanmar and
Russia have strengthened bilateral cooperation.
Myanmar is also set to receive the country's first
Orthodox church, following negotiations that led to the
swift registration of the church and allocation of land.

Additionally, the junta has proposed the possibility of
importing Russian oil to alleviate Myanmar's fuel
shortage. On December 15, 2024, two fighter jets
purchased from Russia arrived at Meikthila air base in
Myanmar. [The Irrawaddy] [Myanmar Now, in
Burmese]. [Voice of America, in Burmese]

Myanmar and Belarus strengthen
economic and strategic ties

(nf) The Yangon-based Myanmar-Belarus Business
Forum held on January 10, highlighted the
strengthening of bilateral relations and economic
cooperation between the two nations. The forum was
attended by high-ranking officials, including State
Administration Council Member General Nyo Saw and
Belarusian Foreign Minister Maxim Ryzhenkov.
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Discussions covered a range of sectors, including
trade, investment, agriculture, health, and
manufacturing.

Key agreements focused on investment protection,
agricultural technology exchange, and food safety.
Discussions on defense cooperation and people-to-
people exchanges further underscored the growing
relationship between the two countries.

This strengthening partnership is also reflected in
Belarus's support for Myanmar in international forums
and the recent establishment of a Consulate General in
Belarus, marking a significant step in diplomatic
relations. [The Global New Light of Myanmar 1] [The
Global New Light of Myanmar 2] [BBC Burmese]

China, Pakistan reaffirm strategic
partnership, focus on 'CPEC 2.0' and
regional cooperation

(mra/lm/tj) Pakistan and China have reinforced their
commitment to deepening their All-Weather Strategic
Cooperative Partnership during the Fourth Round of
Bilateral Political Consultations (BPC) held on January
10 in Beijing. The discussions, co-chaired by Pakistan's
Foreign Secretary Amna Baloch and China's Vice
Foreign Minister Sun Weidong, emphasized advancing
the second phase of the China-Pakistan Economic
Corridor (CPEC 2.0), regional cooperation, and
international alignment.

Both sides expressed satisfaction with the positive
trajectory of their bilateral ties, underlining their
shared goal to enhance mutual coordination through
high-level exchanges and dialogue mechanisms. The
consultations reviewed the entire spectrum of practical
cooperation, particularly in industrialization, special
economic zones (SEZs), clean energy, agriculture, and
livelihood projects, which are central to CPEC 2.0. They
also highlighted the importance of people-centric and
inclusive development driven by the principles of "win-
win cooperation."

CPEC 2.0, which builds on the foundational
infrastructure and energy investments initiated in
2013, focuses on fostering industrial growth and
aligning projects with Pakistan’s development
priorities. The initiative aims to enhance Pakistan'’s
economic framework centered on exports, energy,
equity, environment, and digital transformation.
Despite challenges such as financial constraints and
security concerns, both nations reaffirmed CPEC's role


https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-sjlkddd-l-ihk/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-sjlkddd-l-ihu/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-sjlkddd-l-ihu/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-sjlkddd-l-ikl/

as a cornerstone of their economic relationship and
regional connectivity efforts.

The consultations also included discussions on
regional and international issues, with both sides
agreeing to strengthen coordination at multilateral
forums, including the United Nations Security Council.

A separate meeting between the foreign secretary and
China’s Executive Vice Foreign Minister Ma Zhaoxu
further emphasized shared goals in information
technology, agriculture, and clean energy,
underscoring the mutual resolve to build a "China-
Pakistan Community of Shared Future in the New Era."
[Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Pakistan] [Firstpost] [Arab
News]

Meanwhile, protests in Pakistan’s Hunza region have
disrupted trade with China, with thousands blocking
the Karakoram Highway for five days. Residents are
demanding an end to severe power outages, which
have left the area facing up to 23 hours of electricity
cuts daily, particularly during the winter months. The
protests, which have involved political leaders, traders,
and local communities braving freezing temperatures,
have caused significant trade disruptions.

The blockage of this crucial route follows an agreement
between Pakistan and China to keep the Khunjerab
Pass, a vital trade link, open year-round. Despite this
commitment, the region’s power supply challenges
continue to hinder business activities, with many
relying on costly thermal generators. As trade
containers remain stuck along the highway, the
protests highlight ongoing power issues that threaten
to undermine efforts to bolster economic cooperation
under CPEC. [Voice of America]

US seeks prisoner exchange with
Pakistan; UN experts request pardon for
Pakistani prisoner

(sn) The United States is currently negotiating a
prisoner swap with Pakistan, with talks allegedly
beginning in July 2024. In this exchange, the US
administration is seeking the return of three prisoners
who were seized in 2022, two of which were detained
amid the withdrawal of US militants in August of 2022,
and a tourist who was imprisoned later in the same
year. In return, Pakistan would receive Muhammad
Rahim Al-Afghani, who is alleged to have had ties with
the former leader of Al Qaeda, Osama Bin Laden. [Arab
News]
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In a separate matter, United Nations experts have
requested the release of detainee Zayn Al-Abidin
Muhammad Husayn, who was captured in Pakistan in
2002 for his alleged ties to Al-Qaeda and involvement
in the 9/11 attacks. The UN representatives claim that
Husayn's pardon should be granted based on his
severe treatment, length of detention without due
process, and the US administration’s inability to prove
his involvement in the alleged activities. [Arab News
PK]

Bangladesh eases visa process for
Pakistan to boost trade and economic ties

(mra) Bangladesh has simplified the visa process for
Pakistanis in a bid to strengthen trade and economic
relations between the two countries. The High
Commissioner of Bangladesh to Pakistan, Igbal
Hussain, announced that the current government in
Bangladesh has removed the requirement for
clearance from Dhaka for Pakistani heads of missions
when issuing visas. This move is aimed at increasing
trade and investment between the nations.

Hussain emphasized that improving bilateral relations,
which have been less than satisfactory over the past
decade, should be a priority. He pointed out that
Bangladesh, with a population of 180 million,
represents a significant consumer market for Pakistan,
which has the potential to tap into. He also highlighted
that the trade potential between the two countries
remains largely untapped, and Pakistan can capitalize
on this opportunity.

The diplomat also called for greater regional
cooperation, particularly through revitalizing the South
Asian Association for Regional Cooperation (SAARC) to
enhance regional trade. He noted that despite global
trends of growing regional cooperation, South Asia still
faces challenges that require collective efforts.

Hussain stressed the importance of creating
opportunities for the current generation and removing
obstacles to trade and cooperation. The Lahore
Chamber of Commerce & Industry (LCCI) has an
influential role in this regard, he said.

In terms of trade, the LCCI President, Mian Abuzar
Shad, shared that two-way trade between Pakistan and
Bangladesh amounted to USD 718 million in fiscal year
2023-24. Pakistan's exports to Bangladesh were valued
at USD 661 million, while imports stood at USD 57
million. During the first five months of fiscal year 2024
(July-November), exports to Bangladesh increased to
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USD 314 million, while imports remained low at USD
31 million. Shad expressed a strong desire to boost the
trade volume to USD 2 billion and identified sectors
such as information technology, pharmaceuticals, rice,
surgical instruments, processed foods, automotive
parts, and sports goods as key drivers for this growth.
[DAWN]

Pakistan, Turkey to collaborate on KAAN
Jet and Helicopter

(mra) Turkey and Pakistan are advancing their defense
and industrial partnership, with a primary focus on the
potential export of Turkey's fifth-generation fighter jet,
KAAN, and plans for co-designing a new helicopter.
These discussions were held during the eighth meeting
of the Pak-Turk Industrial Expo Joint Working Group in
Pakistan, where representatives from 32 organizations,
including major companies from both countries,
participated.

The meeting highlighted the growing defense
collaboration between Turkey and Pakistan. Officials
discussed the export possibilities for the KAAN jet and
the design and production of a new helicopter,
although details about the helicopter's intended
purpose remain undisclosed.

The event was organized by Pakistan’'s National
Aerospace Science and Technology Park in
collaboration with Turkey's Defence Industries
Secretariat. Turkey's delegation, led by Turkish
Aerospace Industries (TAI) General Manager Mehmet
Demiroglu, included representatives from prominent
companies such as Milsoft, Crypttech, SDT, Aselsan,
and Havelsan. Pakistan was represented by officials
from 23 companies.

The Pak-Turk Industrial Expo Joint Working Group has
been meeting biannually since 2019, alternating
between Turkey and Pakistan. [ProPakistani]

Pakistan voices concern over recent
‘Islamophobic’ remarks against British-
Pakistanis in UK

(Im) Pakistan has expressed deep concern over recent
Islamophobic remarks aimed at the British-Pakistani
community. The remarks come amid a broader debate
surrounding child sexual abuse in the UK, with some
men of Pakistani origin accused of involvement in
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grooming gangs. The Pakistani government
emphasized that the actions of a few individuals
should not be used to generalize or stigmatize the
entire 1.7 million-strong British-Pakistani diaspora.

Islamabad highlighted the community's significant
contributions to the UK, including in public office,
healthcare, and various sectors, and condemned the
attempts to conflate the actions of a few with the
broader population.

The response followed controversial comments by
political figures, including Indian lawmaker Priyanka
Chaturvedi and tech billionaire Elon Musk, who
endorsed narratives targeting Pakistan.[Arab News]

Pakistan rejects Afghanistan's claims of
training Daesh militants, urges
counterterrorism action

(Im) Pakistan's Defense Minister Khawaja Muhammad
Asif has strongly denied allegations made by
Afghanistan's Deputy Minister of Foreign Affairs, Sher
Mohammad Abbas Stanikzai, accusing Pakistan of
training and arming Daesh militants for operations in
Afghanistan. Asif dismissed the claims as "baseless"
and "concocted," asserting that the accusations aim to
shift responsibility for Afghanistan's internal security
challenges onto Pakistan.

Highlighting a United Nations Monitoring Team report,
Asif noted that over two dozen militant groups,
including Tehreek-e-Taliban Pakistan (TTP), Al-Qaeda,
and Daesh, operate within Afghanistan. He urged
Afghan authorities to dismantle terrorist infrastructure
and ensure that Afghan soil is not used for cross-
border militant activities.

Tensions between the two countries have escalated
following a surge in militant attacks in Pakistan's
western border regions since the 2022 collapse of a
truce with the TTP. Both nations have traded
accusations of harboring militants, with Pakistan
asserting that Afghanistan provides shelter and
support to groups involved in cross-border violence—
claims Afghanistan denies. The strained relations have
also resulted in reciprocal cross-border strikes in
recent months, further complicating regional security
dynamics. [Arab News]
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Pakistan, United Arab Emirates
strengthen trade and finalize key
infrastructure projects

(Im) Pakistan and the United Arab Emirates (UAE) have
deepened their economic cooperation, underscored by
two key developments: the finalization of the Karachi
Freight Corridor project and discussions on enhancing
bilateral trade and investment.

The Karachi Freight Corridor, a USD 3 billion initiative
led by Dubai-based DP World in collaboration with
Pakistan Railways and the Port Qasim Authority, aims
to construct a 50-kilometer double-track corridor
between Karachi Port and the Pipri Marshalling Yard.
The project is designed to decongest Karachi, improve
road safety, enhance rail freight efficiency, and reduce
transport costs and times. The agreement, facilitated
by Pakistan's Special Investment Facilitation Council,
also includes plans for dredging Port Qasim's
navigation channel and establishing an economic zone.
[Arab News 1]

Pakistan's commerce minister, Jam Kamal Khan,
emphasized the critical role of the private sector in
fostering Pakistan-UAE trade during a Dubai event
hosted by the Pakistan Business Council. Highlighting
the UAE's position as Pakistan's third-largest trading
partner and a significant source of foreign investment,
Khan urged business leaders to capitalize on the
geographical proximity and economic synergies
between the two nations. He lauded the Pakistani
diaspora in the UAE for its contributions to economic
growth and urged collaboration to unlock new trade
avenues. [Arab News 2]

Pakistan, Egypt strengthen ties through
interfaith dialogue and Al-Azhar
University expansion

(Im) Pakistan and Egypt have reaffirmed their
commitment to fostering religious harmony, tolerance,
and cultural cooperation, with a significant
development being the announcement of Al-Azhar
University's plans to establish a campus in Pakistan.

During meetings in Islamabad, Pakistan's Religious
Affairs Minister Chaudhary Salik Hussain and
Education Minister Dr. Khalid Magbool Siddiqui
engaged with Egypt's Grand Mufti, Dr. Nazir Mohamed
Ayad. They discussed challenges facing the Muslim
world, including terrorism and sectarianism, and
agreed on the urgent need for interfaith and
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intercultural dialogue to establish global peace. Both
sides emphasized the critical role of education in
fostering unity and understanding.

The Grand Mufti highlighted Al-Azhar University's
historic legacy as a global center for Islamic scholarship
since 970 CE, noting its plans to establish a campus in
Pakistan. The initiative aims to enhance Islamic
education and promote Arabic language learning. He
also encouraged Pakistani scholars to visit Egypt to
benefit from Al-Azhar's academic expertise. Pakistan
pledged full governmental support for the project,
seeing it as a step toward strengthening bilateral ties
and addressing misconceptions about Islamic
teachings, particularly regarding women's education.
[Arab News 1] [Arab News 2]

Ukraine captures two North Korean
soldiers in Kursk

(mc) Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskyy
announced on January 11 on his X account that
Ukrainian troops captured two wounded North Korean
soldiers in the Kursk region of Russia and interrogated
them by the Security Service of Ukraine (SBU) in Kiev.

Zelenskyy said that the Tactical Group No. 84 of the
Special Operations Forces of Ukraine and paratroopers
captured the North Korean soldiers. He emphasized
that it was a challenging operation, as Russian forces
and other North Korean personnel often execute
wounded soldiers to eliminate evidence of North
Korean involvement in the conflict. [Yonhap Agency
New] [X]

Seychelles explains ban on Nigerian
tourists

(axc) Seychelles Vice President Ahmed Afif recently
addressed the ban on Nigerian tourists, citing concerns
over drug trafficking and fraudulent activities. Afif
highlighted cases of suspicious short stays, organized
syndicates funding travel, and incidents involving
counterfeit credit cards at tourist establishments,
resulting in significant financial losses.

He also revealed that 13 Nigerian nationals were
arrested for drug possession within two weeks and
referenced a past case where Nigerians defrauded a
financial institution of GBP 1 million. Despite the ban,
Nigerians holding diplomatic passports or valid
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work/resident permits can still enter Seychelles.
[2oceansvibe]

Malaysia, Singapore sign MoU on climate
action under Paris Agreement

(fi) Malaysia and Singapore have strengthened their
collaboration on climate action by signing a
Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) under Article 6,
Paragraph 2 of the Paris Agreement. This provision
facilitates cooperative approaches to achieving climate
goals through the international transfer of mitigation
outcomes.

The MoU was signed by Malaysia's Natural Resources
and Environmental Sustainability Minister, Nik Nazmi
Nik Ahmad, and Singapore’s Deputy Prime Minister
and Minister for Trade and Industry, Gan Kim Yong, on
January 6. The agreement was exchanged the following
day during the 11th Malaysia-Singapore Leaders'
Retreat, witnessed by Malaysian Prime Minister Datuk
Seri Anwar Ibrahim and Singaporean Prime Minister
Lawrence Wong.

Both nations emphasized their shared commitment to
sustainable growth and environmental stewardship,
expressing optimism about finalizing a binding
bilateral agreement to further their climate goals. [The
Sun Malaysia]

Singapore police working with Philippine
authorities in investigation into ex-mayor
Alice Guo

(Im) Singaporean authorities are cooperating with their
Philippine counterparts in the investigation of former
Bamban mayor Alice Guo, who faces allegations of
money laundering, human trafficking, and links to
illegal gambling operations.

Guo, who served as mayor of Bamban, Tarlac, until her
removal for misconduct in August 2024, is under
scrutiny for her involvement in a Philippine offshore
gaming operator (Pogo) that allegedly served as a front
for scams and other crimes. Her Singaporean
associates, Zhang Jie and Wu Duanren, are suspected
of aiding her escape to Malaysia and subsequently to
Indonesia in July 2024.

Zhang, a former Pogo president, and Wu, described by
Philippine lawmakers as a "big boss" of gambling
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operations, have both been linked to Singapore
through business registrations and residency.
Philippine authorities allege the two played key roles in
facilitating Guo's movements and overseeing criminal
operations, including torture and kidnappings at
Pogos.

The Singapore Police Force has confirmed their
cooperation with Philippine authorities, stating that
any credible evidence of crimes committed by the
individuals will be acted upon under Singapore’s laws.

Guo was arrested in Indonesia in September 2024 and
returned to the Philippines for Senate investigations,
where lawmakers are also probing her alleged ties to
Chinese "assets" and her involvement in a compound
used for scam operations.

Zhang and Wu's businesses in Singapore have come
under scrutiny, with several being gazetted for closure
as of late 2024. Both individuals deny any wrongdoing,
though Philippine authorities continue to allege their
involvement in organized crime linked to Pogos. [The
Straits Times]

Singapore, Uzbekistan to deepen bilateral
ties in 2025

(fi) Uzbekistan and Singapore are poised to strengthen
ties through key collaborations in 2025, as outlined by
H.E. Alisher Kayumov, Uzbekistan's Ambassador to
Singapore, in an interview on December 19, 2024.
These initiatives will span government, business, and
education sectors.

The Ambassador highlighted upcoming visits, including
the visit of Uzbekistan's parliamentary chairman to
Singapore in June and a business delegation from
Singapore to Uzbekistan in April. Law enforcement
cooperation will also deepen, with the Singapore Police
Commissioner and Attorney-General visiting
Uzbekistan.

Economic partnerships include Indorama’s expansion,
Wilmar International’s food production facility, and
Franklin Templeton’s role in a major privatization
project. In education, TMC Academy is building a third
campus in Tashkent, while MDIS and other institutions
are broadening their collaborations.

Uzbek delegations will participate in Singapore’s 60th
Independence Day celebrations, reflecting growing
cultural ties. H.E. Kayumov expressed optimism about
these initiatives, underscoring the nation's
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commitment to mutual growth and partnership. [In
Diplomacy]

South Korea and U.S. sign MoU on nuclear
export principles and cooperation

(yq) South Korea and the U.S. have officially signed a
memorandum of understanding (MoU) outlining
principles for nuclear exports and collaboration, the
South Korean Ministry of Trade, Industry, and Energy
announced on January 9.

The MoU sets out a framework for joint entry into the
global nuclear power market and promoted enhanced
cooperation in export control. Key principles outlined
in the agreement include information sharing on the
transfer of private nuclear technology to third
countries and a commitment to the peaceful use of
nuclear energy, adhering to the highest standards of
safety, security, safeguards and nonproliferation.
[Chosun Biz]

The MOU signing comes in the wake of a legal dispute
between South Korea's Korea Hydro & Nuclear Power
(KHNP) and U.S.-based Westinghouse Electric Co.
regarding a nuclear reactor export issue. [Yonhap
News Agency]

The legal dispute between South Korea's KHNP and
U.S.-based Westinghouse Electric Co. revolves around
allegations of unauthorized use of proprietary U.S.
nuclear technology in South Korean reactor designs.
Westinghouse claims that KHNP's reactor technology
incorporates elements developed by the U.S. company,
subjecting South Korea's nuclear exports to U.S. export
controls. [World Nuclear News]

South Korean Acting President and Czech
prime minister discuss strengthening
bilateral ties

(mc/yq) Acting President Choi Sang-mok held a
telephone conversation with Czech Prime Minister Petr
Fiala on January 8 to discuss enhancing bilateral
cooperation in various sectors, Choi's office said.

As the two countries celebrate the 35th anniversary of
diplomatic relations this year, Choi emphasized the
importance of increasing contacts, especially on the
two reactors planned for construction at the Dukovany
power plant in the Czech Republic. The project, led by
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a South Korean consortium led by Korea Hydro &
Nuclear Power Co., won preferred bidder status in July
2024.

Choi reaffirmed that the South Korean government
would continue to ensure stability in economic and
security policies despite the country's political
difficulties, while Fiala expressed confidence in the
resilience of South Korean democracy and hoped that
the friendship and cooperation between the two
countries would continue to grow throughout the year.
[Yonhap Agency News]

South Korea’'s HD Hyundai begins
shipbuilding project highlighting ties with
Peru

(jb) South Korea’s HD Hyundai Heavy Industries, which
signed a memorandum of understanding (MoU) with
Peru’s Servicios Industriales de la Marina (SIMA)
shipyard in April 2024, began constructing four
warships for the Peruvian Navy as of January 12.

The project, valued at KRW 640.6 billion (USD 434.4
million), will be delivered in stages, with Hyundai
initiating the construction of the warships at the SIMA
shipyard and committing to share its technology with
SIMA throughout the project. The two countries also
signed an MoU during Peru'’s hosting of the 2024 APEC
summit (November 15-16, 2024), which includes HD
Hyundai's construction of a submarine for the Peruvian
Navy (see AiR No. 47, November/2024, 3). [Naval News]

Hyundai's chief of the naval and special ship business
unit expressed optimism that the collaboration
between the two nations will strengthen their defense
ties in the coming years. These comments come amid
a period of growing relations between the nations,
following the signing of multiple bilateral defense
treaties at the end of 2024.

Another significant MoU, signed after the 2024 APEC
summit, involved Korea Aerospace Industries and
Peru's state-owned SEMAN aerospace agency. This
agreement covered a defense package of FA-50 and
KF-21 fighter jets for joint production and
modernization of the Peruvian Air Force. Signed on
November 18, the Air Force pact ensures that Peru will
become a leading force in South America for locally
produced fighter jets. [Korea IT Times] [Yonhap News
Agency]
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Taiwan exempt from U.S. restrictions on
exports of advanced Al chips

(dgl) The Biden administration announced on January
13 that Taiwan and other select countries will be
exempt from new restrictions on advanced Al chips
exports. The White House introduced a three-tiered
control system under its Interim Final Rule on Artificial
Intelligence Diffusion.

Eighteen countries, including Taiwan, Australia, Japan,
South Korea, and the UK, are in the first tier and will
face no export restrictions, as they are considered
having strong technology protection systems. These
countries can apply for the so-called “Universal Verified
End User” status, allowing entities to deploy up to 7
percent of their Al capacity in other countries.

Countries in the third tier, such as China, Russia, and
Iran, face the strictest controls, with advanced Al chips
already prohibited for export. Second-tier countries
must meet security standards to acquire Al chips.
Entities in these countries can apply for “National
Verified End User” status, enabling them to purchase
up to 320,000 advanced GPUs over two years. [Taiwan
News]

Ukraine to receive USD 560,000 donation
for road repair in Kyiv

(dqgl) Taiwan has pledged a donation of US$560,000 to
Bucha, Ukraine, to rebuild roads connecting the Kyiv
Regional Center for Mental Health to surrounding
areas. The agreement was signed on January 10 by
Taiwan's representative to Poland, Jeff Liu, and Bucha
Mayor Anatoliy Fedoruk.

Established in 1978, the Kyiv Regional Center for
Mental Health the largest of its kind in Ukraine. [Focus
Taiwan]

Former Cambodian opposition MP Lim
Kimya assassinated in Thailand

(hrs) Former Cambodian opposition MP and French
citizen Lim Kimya, a prominent critic of Cambodia’s
government, was assassinated in Bangkok on January
7 shortly after arriving from Cambodia with his French
wife and Cambodian uncle. The 74-year-old, a former
member of the dissolved Cambodia National Rescue
Party (CNRP), was fatally shot by a gunman on a
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motorcycle in Bangkok's old quarter. He died at the
scene. [Bangkok Post 1] [Nation Thailand] [Reuters]

Thai authorities quickly identified the suspected
gunman as Ekkalak Paenoi, a 42-year-old former
marine discharged from the Thai Navy in 2023 for
absenteeism. Known as "Sergeant Em," Ekkalak was
working as a motorcycle taxi driver. After the
assassination, he fled to Cambodia but was arrested
on January 10 through Thai-Cambodian cooperation
and extradited to Thailand two days later. Ekkalak
confessed to the crime, claiming he acted out of
gratitude to an unnamed individual who supported
him after his navy dismissal. Despite extensive
questioning, he declined to name the mastermind,
citing fears for his family’s safety. Thai police charged
him with premeditated murder and firearm offenses.
[Bangkok Post 2]

Authorities are pursuing another suspect, Cambodian
national Pich Kimsrin, believed to have acted as a
spotter in the assassination. CCTV footage captured
Pich shadowing Lim and traveling on the same cross-
border bus. Pich is the brother of Pich Sros, a politician
tied to the 2017 dissolution of the CNRP. Cambodian
authorities, while expressing willingness to cooperate,
have yet to launch their own investigation into Pich’s
role.[South China Morning Post] [Radio Free Asia]

Lim's assassination has reignited concerns over
politically motivated violence targeting dissidents
abroad. The CNRP was dissolved in 2017 under
accusations of treason, which party members denied,
citing systematic suppression by Cambodia's
government under former Prime Minister Hun Sen.
Critics argue that the attack bears hallmarks of a
political assassination, though Cambodian officials
deny involvement.

Rights groups have condemned the killing. Phil
Robertson of Asia Human Rights Labour Advocates
called for the French government to press Thailand for
a thorough investigation. [Bangkok Post 1] [Nation
Thailand] [Reuters]

Death in Cambodia highlights call center
scams and trafficking operations

(Im) Thai authorities are collaborating with Cambodian
counterparts to investigate call center scams and
human trafficking following the death of a Thai man
who fell from the 14th floor of an 18-story building in
Poipet, Cambodia. The building, along with a nearby
25-story complex, is reportedly a hub for online scams,
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human trafficking, and other illicit activities operated
by a Chinese criminal network led by Xiao Ma.

The Cyber Crime Investigation Bureau (CCIB) is probing
the circumstances of the death and the individual's
potential connection to these operations. Thai workers
are often lured to these locations under false
pretenses and forced into illegal activities, including
scams targeting international victims. Reports indicate
frequent violence and deaths among workers in these
buildings due to exploitative conditions.

Thailand’s former Prime Minister and de facto leader
of the ruling Pheu Thai Party Thaksin Shinawatra
previously identified the buildings as centers of scam
operations, a claim later confirmed by authorities. The
complexes are also linked to online gambling and drug
trafficking. [Bangkok Post]

Uyghurs detainees in Thailand appeal to
international organization over
deportation fears

(hrs) A group of 43 Uyghur men detained at Bangkok's
Suan Phlu immigration detention center for over a
decade have appealed to international organizations to
intervene against their potential deportation to China,
citing fears of torture and death. The detainees, part of
a larger group arrested in 2014 while fleeing
repression in China, allege Thai officials recently
presented them with "voluntary deportation" papers,
prompting panic.

Thailand has not confirmed plans to deport the
Uyghurs, but rights activists, including Senator
Angkhana Neelapaijit, have urged Prime Minister
Paetongtarn Shinawatra to clarify the government's
intentions. Deportation fears coincide with the 50th
anniversary of Thai-Chinese diplomatic ties, raising
concerns over potential political motivations.

Thailand, not a signatory to the 1951 UN Refugee
Convention, classifies Uyghur detentions as a national
security issue, barring them from refugee screening
mechanisms. The detainees face harsh conditions,
restricted communication, and ongoing uncertainty.
Rights groups warn that deportation could result in
persecution, imprisonment, or worse, given Beijing's
labeling of Uyghurs as "jihadists."

The UN High Commissioner for Refugees has received
asylum applications from the detainees but has been
denied access by Thai authorities. Observers worry
muted responses from the international community,
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including the United States, may embolden Thailand to
proceed with deportations. [Bangkok Post]

Thailand invites Indian businesses to
boost bilateral trade

(Im) The Thai Commerce Ministry has urged Indian
businesses to invest in Thailand and participate in
trade fairs to strengthen trade relations between the
two nations. Vice Commerce Minister Varavongsa
Ramangkura discussed trade opportunities with
Assam's Minister for Revenue and Disaster
Management, IT, and Science and Technology, Keshab
Mahanta, during his visit to Bangkok to promote the
"Advantage Assam 2.0 Investment and Infrastructure
Summit" scheduled for February 25-26.

Assam, one of India's fastest-growing states near the
Myanmar border, seeks Thai investments in economic
zones, particularly in textiles. Varavongsa highlighted
Thailand's potential in new industries like printed
circuit boards (PCBs), which could enhance
connectivity in production and services between the
two countries.

The Commerce Ministry invited Assam entrepreneurs
to participate in prominent Thai trade events, including
the Bangkok Gems & Jewellery Fair, Thaifex-Horec Asia
2025, and the Thailand International Auto Parts &
Accessories Show. Similarly, Thailand plans to organize
exhibitions in India, such as the Thailand Week trade
fair in Bangalore and Chennai, to expand business
opportunities.

India ranks as Thailand's 11th largest trading partner,
while Thailand is India's largest trading partner in
South Asia. Between January and November 2024, the
trade value between the two nations reached
approximately USD 15.7 billion (about THB 545 billion),
marking a 6.06 percent increase compared to the same
period in 2023. [Bangkok Post]

Thai trade minister urges increased
Japanese investment in key industries

(Im) Commerce Minister Pichai Naripthaphan met with
Japanese Ambassador Otaka Masato to strengthen
economic, trade, and investment ties, emphasizing
Japan's continued role as Thailand's leading investor
despite a decline following the 2014 military coup.
Minister Pichai encouraged Japanese companies to
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expand investments in advanced industries, including

next-generation automotive, semiconductors, artificial
intelligence, biotechnology, and robotics, aligning with
Thailand's goals to be a hub for trade, environmentally
friendly production, and modern supply chains.

The minister also discussed boosting investor
confidence and export markets with Japanese officials
and Toyota Motor Thailand executives, positioning
Thailand as a regional vehicle production hub.
Highlighting intellectual property cooperation, Pichai
noted the registration of Thai products like Huai Mun
pineapple and Doi Chang coffee as Geographical
Indications in Japan. Additionally, Thailand plans to
promote its products at Expo 2025 in Osaka Kansai
from April to October. [Bangkok Post]

Myanmar embassy in Bangkok announces
NRC issuance for Thailand-based workers
and families

(hrs) The Myanmar Embassy in Bangkok, in
collaboration with Myanmar’s Ministry of Immigration
and Population, has announced a six-month initiative
to issue national registration cards (NRCs) for
Myanmar workers and their children aged 10 to 18
living in Thailand. This program aims to streamline
official documentation for this demographic.

The initiative includes updating household and citizen
records, issuing certificates for children who lack legal
certification despite being listed in household census
records, transitioning NRCs from the 10-year-old to the
18-year-old format, and replacing lost or damaged
NRCs through the e-ID system. [Nation Thailand]

Fate of six Thai hostages in Gaza remains
unclear

(acs) The Israeli Embassy in Thailand has reported no
updates regarding six Thai nationals still held by
Hamas, despite recent reports of potential hostage
exchanges in Gaza. Hamas has approved a list of 34
hostages for a potential exchange, but it remains
uncertain if any Thais are included or if all listed
individuals are alive.

Since the Israel-Hamas conflict began in October 2023,
31 Thais have been taken hostage, with 23 released
and two confirmed dead. Israeli authorities have stated
that the published list of hostages originates from
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mediators and not from Hamas, emphasizing their
commitment to securing the release of all remaining
captives. [Bangkok Post] [Reuters]

Thailand, Saudi Arabia to hold inaugural
Coordination Council meeting on January
16

(acs) Thailand will host the first Saudi-Thai
Coordination Council meeting on January 16 at the
Ministry of Foreign Affairs. Thai Foreign Minister Maris
Sangiampongsa and Saudi Foreign Minister Prince
Faisal bin Farhan Al Saud will co-chair the council,
which aims to strengthen bilateral cooperation.

The council, established after the restoration of
diplomatic relations in 2022, comprises five
committees focused on politics, security, economics,
investment, and culture. These committees have
developed 78 initiatives, which will be reviewed during
the meeting.

The renewed ties have already facilitated significant
events, including the Thai-Saudi Investment Forum in
2022 and the visit of Saudi Crown Prince Mohammed
bin Salman to Thailand. Bangkok Post] [Thai.News]

Vietnam SuperPort collaborates with
Chinese partner to advance rail logistics
infrastructure

(hn) Vietnam SuperPort, a leading multimodal logistics
hub, has signed two key Memorandums of
Understanding (MoUs) to boost logistics and
transportation infrastructure in the region on January
7.

The first MoU, signed with China Railway 16th Bureau
Group Vietnam Co., Ltd, focuses on building a rail
cargo terminal at Vietnam SuperPort in Vinh Phuc
Province and a railway connecting China to Vietnam's
national network. This initiative aims to enhance cross-
border freight transport between Vietnam, China, and
ASEAN countries, while improving cost-efficiency and
connectivity along the Lao Cai-Hanoi-Hai Phong-Quang
Ninh railway corridor.

The second MoU, signed with Vietnam's Transport
Development and Strategy Institute (TDSI), targets
optimizing the national railway network and
developing new lines linked to the SuperPort, aligning
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with Vietnam's strategy for sustainable and green
transport development. [tuoi tre news]

Vietnam'’s Prime Minister urges Japan to
enhance new-generation ODA support

(hn) Vietnam’s Prime Minister Pham Minh Chinh has
urged Japan to boost financial support and new-
generation official development assistance (ODA) to
implement strategic infrastructure projects, including
the North-South high-speed railway, nuclear power
facilities, and urban rail systems in Hanoi and Ho Chi
Minh City. During his meeting with Japan'’s Minister of
Finance Kato Katsunobu in Hanoi, the prime minister
highlighted the critical role of financial cooperation in
bilateral relations, emphasizing Japan's past support
for transformative infrastructure projects like Nhat Tan
Bridge, Noi Bai Airport’'s Terminal T2, and Ho Chi Minh
City Metro Line 1.

The prime minister also stressed the importance of
restructuring the Nghi Son refinery project in Thanh
Hoa province and urged greater involvement from the
Japan Bank for International Cooperation (JBIC) under
mutually beneficial terms. With Vietnam targeting 8
percent GDP growth in 2025, he underscored the
urgent need for capital to execute major development
projects effectively.

The prime minister proposed expanding cooperation
in technology transfer, human resource development,
governance, investment, trade, digital transformation,
and climate change mitigation. He also urged Japan to
support Vietnam's Just Energy Transition Partnership
(JETP) and Asia Zero Emission Community (AZEC)
initiatives while facilitating educational partnerships
and improving conditions for Vietnamese expatriates
in Japan.

Minister Kato affirmed Japan's commitment to
strengthening mutually beneficial cooperation and
highlighted Vietnamese contributions to Japan’s
foreign expatriate community, which accounts for
nearly a quarter of all foreign residents. He also
pledged efforts to resolve obstacles, expedite ongoing
projects, and initiate new collaborations. [Viet Nam
News]

Laos, Vietnam review bilateral
cooperation, discuss plans for 2025
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(he/Im) Vietnam and Laos convened for the 47th
meeting of their Intergovernmental Committee from
January 9-10, co-chaired by Vietnamese Prime Minister
Pham Minh Chinh and Lao Prime Minister Sonexay
Siphandone. The two-day session assessed the
accomplishments of 2024 and laid out the path for
cooperation in 2025.

The meeting, held in Vientiane, emphasized the
success of 2024's cooperation agreements, with trade
between the countries reaching over USD 2 billion—
reflecting a 34 percent increase from 2023. Vietnam
has made significant investments in Laos, particularly
in energy, with wind power plants like the Truong Son
and Savan 1 contributing to a 61.1 percent increase in
registered investment capital.

The discussions also focused on enhancing
cooperation in various sectors for 2025, including
political affairs, defense, education, and cultural
exchanges. Both sides agreed to strengthen bilateral
relations in energy, particularly through joint
infrastructure projects like the development of Vung
Ang Port, the Vientiane-Hanoi Highway, and a railway
linking Laos with the port. [Asia News Network 1]

Both countries also emphasized the importance of
continuing educational and social cooperation.
Vietnam will provide 1,160 scholarships to Lao
students in 2025, further strengthening cultural and
educational ties.

In the realm of public security, the Vietnamese and Lao
Ministries of Public Security signed an updated
agreement on January 12, outlining efforts to improve
peace and security. This agreement involves joint
efforts to combat crime and address hostile forces
seeking to disrupt relations. Vietnam also pledged to
continue supporting Laos in building a stronger public
security apparatus, particularly through initiatives like
the construction of a citizen information center. [Asia
News Network 2]

In parallel to the signing, Vietnam'’s Party General
Secretary To Lam received General Vilay
Lakhamphong, Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of
Public Security of Laos, in Hanoi. [Viet Nam News 1]

In related updates, the State Bank of Vietnam and the
Bank of the Lao People's Democratic Republic have
introduced a bilateral retail payment service using QR
codes, connecting seven Vietnamese banks with 14
Laotian banks. NAPAS, the coordinator for cross-
border payment systems in Vietnam, has already
established QR code payment connections with
Thailand, Cambodia, and Laos and aims to extend this
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service to countries such as China, South Korea, and
Japan. [Viet Nam News 2]

Vietnam's State President emphasizes
strengthening ties with Mongolia

On January 13, Vietnamese State President Luong
Cuong highlighted the enduring friendship between
Vietnam and Mongolia, acknowledging Mongolia's
continued support during Vietnam's national struggle
for independence and its ongoing development efforts.

During a meeting with Gombojav Zandanshatar,
Chairman of the Presidential Office of Mongolia,
President Cuong expressed gratitude for Mongolia's
recognition of Vietnam as its “third neighbour” and a
key Southeast Asian partner. He welcomed the signing
of a cooperation agreement between the two
countries’ Presidential Offices, which aims to deepen
collaboration across several sectors, including
economy, trade, investment, security, defense, and
education. [Viet Nam News]

Ethnic Ede activist faces extradition from
Thailand to Vietnham amid human rights
concerns

(Im) Vietnamese authorities have urged the family of Y
Quynh Bdap, a Montagnard activist convicted in
absentia of terrorism, to convince him to surrender
ahead of his appeal trial in Thailand. Bdap, who fled
Vietnam in 2018 citing religious persecution, was
granted refugee status by the UNHCR but was arrested
in Thailand in mid-2024 following Vietnam's extradition
request.

Bdap faces a 10-year prison sentence after being
accused of orchestrating attacks on government
offices that resulted in nine deaths—charges he
denies. In December 2024, a Thai court ruled in favor
of his extradition, and his legal team is currently
appealing the decision. Meanwhile, Vietnam has
approached his family, pressuring them to encourage
his surrender, warning of consequences if they fail to
cooperate.

Thailand has faced criticism from human rights
organizations, which argue that extradition violates its
anti-torture laws, as Bdap risks inhumane treatment in
Vietnam. His asylum application to Canada stalled after
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Vietnam's announcement of the charges, further
complicating his prospects of resettlement.

Experts suggest Vietnam may attempt to orchestrate a
narrative of voluntary surrender to enhance its
international image, with Thailand potentially
supporting such a plan depending on global
responses. International advocacy continues to
spotlight his case, urging a resolution that upholds
human rights. [Radio Free Asia]

Vietnam seeks stronger labor, education
cooperation with Finland, signs MoU on
labor migration

(Im) Prime Minister Pham Minh Chinh of Vietnam met
with Finnish Minister for Employment, Arto Olavi
Satonen, on January 13 to strengthen bilateral
cooperation, particularly in labor, education, and trade.

The two leaders discussed the potential for expanding
cooperation under the EU-Vietnam Free Trade
Agreement (EVFTA) and EU-Vietnam Investment
Protection Agreement (EVIPA). Prime Minister Chinh
emphasized the need for continued high-level
exchanges and collaboration in sectors such as
renewable energy, digital transformation, and
vocational education. He also highlighted the
importance of providing scholarships for Viethamese
students and facilitating the mobility of workers to
Finland. [Viet Nam News 1]

In parallel, Vietnam and Finland signed a five-year
Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) on labor
migration cooperation. The MoU, signed by Vietnam'’s
Minister of Labor, Invalids and Social Affairs, Dao Ngoc
Dung, and Minister Satonen, establishes a framework
for the ethical and transparent deployment of skilled
workers from Vietnam to Finland. The agreement aims
to prevent exploitation, ensure compliance with legal
frameworks, and promote mutual benefits in labor
migration. [Viet Nam News 2]

Both sides acknowledged Vietnam'’s growing labor
force abroad, with about 160,000 Vietnamese workers
sent annually. Finland expressed interest in deepening
cooperation, particularly in attracting Vietnamese
professionals and workers, who are recognized for
their diligence and skills. The Vietnamese government
has recently approved applications for the deployment
of Vietnamese workers, with favorable working
conditions in Finland.
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Russian Prime Minister arrives in Vietham
for two-day visit

(he) Russian Prime Minister Mikhail Vladimirovich
Mishustin arrived in Hanoi on January 14 for a two-day
official visit aimed at strengthening the Vietnam-Russia
Comprehensive Strategic Partnership. Accompanied by
Deputy Prime Minister Dmitry Nikolayevich
Chernyshenko and other senior officials, this marks
Mishustin's first visit to Vietnam. [Viet Nam News 1]

During his visit, Mishustin met with Vietnamese
officials, including Deputy Prime Minister Tran Hong
Ha, who had met with Chernyshenko the previous day
to discuss bilateral cooperation. Both sides have
focused on enhancing trade relations, with bilateral
trade turnover increasing to USD 4.1 billion in 2024.
The two countries are working on initiatives in
machinery, metallurgy, chemicals, renewable energy,
and transportation, with new energy projects also in
the pipeline. Measures to enhance collaboration in
agriculture, IT, and education were discussed,
including simplified visa procedures and promoting
people-to-people exchanges. [Viet Nam News 2]

Vietnam, Togo strengthen ties

(hn) Vietnam'’s State President Luong Cuong and
Deputy Prime Minister Bui Thanh Son met with
Togolese Foreign Minister Robert Dussey during his
visit to Vietnam on January 8, marking 50 years of
diplomatic ties. Both leaders emphasized Hanoi's
commitment to strengthening relations with Togo,
proposing measures to enhance cooperation in trade,
investment, agriculture, mining, telecommunications,
and seaport development.

Cuong highlighted the importance of high-level
exchanges and creating favorable conditions for
Vietnamese businesses, while expressing Viet Nam's
readiness to support agricultural projects with
technology transfer and expertise. Son emphasized
trilateral agricultural cooperation, particularly in rice
cultivation, and proposed collaboration on
development experiences, education, and multilateral
platforms.

Dussey praised Viet Nam's development model and
expressed interest in expanding economic
partnerships, particularly in tourism, aviation, and
agriculture. Both sides agreed to finalize legal
frameworks, including agreements on investment
promotion, tax avoidance, and visa exemptions, and
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signed an MoU on political consultation to advance
bilateral ties. [Viet Nam News 1] [Viet Nam News 2]

Announcements

Upcoming online events

17 January 2025 @ 1:15 - 3:00 p.m. (GMT+1),
University of Gothenburg, Sweden

Public Defence: Jesper Prytz

This event would seek to explore the impact of
neoliberal reforms and labor market liberalization on
workers, changes in employment conditions, labor
protection weakening, and how the collective power of
organized labor has increasingly been put at risk. The
event is meant to facilitate a discussion on the future
of labour advocacy and the resilience of collective
power in a rapidly changing economic landscape by
examining the evolving role of trade unions and their
strategies to address precarious work and wage
inequality. For more information, visit [University of
Gothenburg].

21 January 2025 @ 10:30 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. (GMT+9),
Institute for Global Environmental Strategies,
Japan

A Review on Progress made for Smart,
Zero Carbon and Climate-Resilient Cities
in Malaysia and Japan

This event represents a collaborative effort among
Kuala Lumpur City Hall, the Tokyo Metropolitan
Government, and Saitama City under the Malaysia-
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Japan Comprehensive Strategic Partnership. It looks
back at their progress in pursuing zero carbon and
climate resilience while presenting successful
strategies related to energy efficiency, low-carbon
infrastructure, and sustainable buildings. The sharing
of insights related to international cooperation and
best practices may inspire other municipalities within
and outside ASEAN in the creation of smart,
sustainable, and climate-resilient cities. For more
information, see [IGES].

17 January 2025 @ 9:00 a.m. - 2:40 p.m. (GMT-5),
Center for South Asian Studies University of
Michigan, USA

Asia in the Headlines Symposium | India,
China, and Trump 2.0

The third "Asia in Headlines" seminar entitled "India,
China, and Trump 2.0" proposes an analysis of the
dynamics currently at work between the U.S., India,
and China during the second term of President Trump.
Organized by the Lieberthal-Rogel Center for Chinese
Studies, Nam Center for Korean Studies, and Center
for South Asian Studies, the Conference will discuss
topical themes in International Relations, Trade,
Security, and Regional Stability through various Panels
and Roundtable for moving the conversation forward
on the U.S.-Strategy in the Indo-Pacific and Indo-China
Relations. For more information and to register, visit
[LSA]

15 January 2025 @ 10:00 - 11:00 a.m. (GMT+9), Asian
Development Bank, Japan

Book Launch: Kei Otsuka on Transforming
Poor Economies: Effective Development
Strategies for Agriculture and Industry

This is a seminar of a seminal book putting forward
practical development strategies for agriculture and
industry, drawing on 40 years of case studies in Asia
and Africa. The main findings will be presented by the
author, and discussed with the leading development
economists, including Tetsushi Sonobe, Thom Jayne,
Scott Rozelle, Dil Rahut, and Yasuyuki Sawada. It also
focuses on the reduction of poverty, agricultural and
industrial growth, lessons that could be learnt from the
success of East Asia, underlining the transferability of
those lessons to sub-Saharan Africa and beyond. For
more information, see [ADB].
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21 January 2025 @ 9:00 - 11:00 a.m. (GMT-5), The
American Enterprise Institute, USA

How Would Changes to Infrastructure
Permitting Affect the US Economy?

This event will explore how the United States'
labyrinthine permitting processes for infrastructure
projects defeat investment and delay energy-related
projects, some critics say. Potential reforms will be
discussed by experts, with a focus on the National
Environmental Policy Act along with other permitting
requirements at federal, state, local, and tribal levels. It
would debate, through two panels, the available policy
options, their implications for investment in
infrastructure, productivity, and economic growth,
besides an informed debate on the proper balance
between efficiency and regulatory safeguards. For
more information, see [AEI].

14 January 2025 @ 8:00 a.m. (GMT-8), Pacific
Council, USA

Justin Trudeau's Resignation and What
Comes Next for Canada

This Rapid Response event will focus on the
resignation of Canadian Prime Minister Justin Trudeau,
a critical moment for Canada's political and
international future. Christopher Sands and Hannah
Thibedeau will discuss the reasons behind Trudeau's
decision, what this means for the future of Canada's
domestic and foreign policies, and the political
trajectory of the nation. The event will also examine
what this leadership change means for Canada-U.S.
relations, most especially with the new Trump
administration. But also of course, Canada's place on
the world stage, in the region. For more information,
see [Pacific Council].

16 January 2025 @ 5:30 - 6:30 p.m. (GMT-6), The
Chicago Council on Global Affairs, USA

Rebuilding Syria

This event will focus on challenges and opportunities
for rebuilding a country ravaged by a decade-long civil
war and Syria's transition after the fall of the Assad
regime. In this talk, Suzanne Akhras and Zaher Sahloul
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will be discussing with Alisa Bhachu the impact on
displaced Syrians and refugees, strategies to rebuild
healthcare, education, and infrastructure, and the role
that the international community should take in the
process of supporting the recovery of Syria. The
discussion is meant to provide lessons on how to meet
the needs of a conflict-fatigued population. For more
information, see [The Chicago Council on Global
Affairs].

Recent Book Releases

Michael A. McCarthy, The Master's Tools: How
Finance Wrecked Democracy (And a Radical Plan to
Rebuild It), Verso, 272 pages, published January 7,
2025. For a review, see [Verso].

Andreas Malm, The Destruction of Palestine Is the
Destruction of the Earth, Verso, 144 pages, published
January 7, 2025. For a review, see [Verso].

Francoise Verges, Making the World Clean Wasted
Lives, Wasted Environment, and Racial Capitalism,
Goldsmiths Press, 248 pages, published December 24,
2024. For a description, see [MIT Press].

Jonathan White, In the Long Run: The Future as a
Political Idea, Profile Books Ltd, 272 pages, published
March 31, 2024. For a review, see [Foreign Affairs].

Douglas A. Irwin, Trade Policy Disaster Lessons from
the 1930s, The MIT Press, 212 pages, published
December 10, 2024. For a review, see [ESCAP]

Calls

The Australian and New Zealand Society of
International Law (ANZSIL) ty invites paper proposals
for the 32nd ANZSIL Annual Conference 2025
“International Law: Silence, Forgetting and
Remembrance,” to be held on July 2-4, 2025, at
Australian National University. The deadline for
abstract submission is February 10, 2025. For more
information, see [ANZSIL].

Washington and Lee University School of Law's
Frances Lewis Law Center and the Oxford
University Centre for Corporate Reputation invites
paper proposals for the London Roundtable on
National Security & International Business, to be held
on May 19, 2025. The deadline for abstract submission
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is January 31, 2025. For more information, see
[University of Oxford].

Jobs and Positions

The Institute for Law & Al, Cambridge - Hybrid, is
offering a Summer Research Fellowship. The deadline
for application submission is January 31, 2025. For
more information, see [Institute for Law and Al].

The University of Oxford is looking for a Stipendiary
Lecturer in Law. The deadline for application
submission is February 7, 2025. For more information,
see [University of Oxford].

The University of West London is looking for a
Lecturer in Law. The deadline for application
submission is February 2, 2025. For more information,
see [University of West London].

King's College London - Department of War Studies,
is looking for a Postdoctoral Research Associate. The
deadline for application submission is January 13,
2025. For more information, see [Kings College
London].

Sciences Po - Centre for International Studies (CERI)
- Paris, is looking for an Assistant Professor (Tenure
Track) in Political Science: Foreign And/or Security
Policy Of Russia. The deadline for application
submission is March 15, 2025. For more information,
see [SciencesPo].

New York University in London is looking for a Part-
time Lecturer in Political Economy. The deadline for
application submission is February 7, 2025. For more
information, see [New York University in London].

The University of Reading is offering a PhD
Studentship in Politics and International Relations.
The deadline for application submission is February 14,
2025. For more information, see [University of
Reading].

The University of Nottingham, Malaysia Campus, is
looking for an Associate Professor of ASEAN/Southeast
Asian Studies. The deadline for application submission
is February 5, 2025. For more information, see [The
University of Nottingham].

The University of Oxford is looking for a Postdoctoral
Researcher, Centre for Socio-Legal Studies. The
deadline for application submission is January 20,
2025. For more information, see [University of Oxford].
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The World Resources Institute is looking for a Project
Manager, High Level Panel for a Sustainable Ocean
Economy. The deadline for application submission is
January 23, 2025. For more information, see [WRI].

The World Resources Institute is looking for a
Program Manager: Economic Development Strategy.
The deadline for application submission is January 23,
2025. For more information, see [WRI]

The United Nations Secretariat - Port Louis, is
looking for a Human Rights Intern. The deadline for
application submission is January 27, 2025. For more
information, see [UN].

The Danish Refugee Council is looking for an
Economic Recovery Manager. The deadline for
application submission is January 25, 2025. For more
information, see [DRC].

The United Nations Conference on Trade and
Development is looking for a Senior Economic Affairs
Officer, Competition and Consumer Protection. The
deadline for application submission is January 20,
2025. For more information, see [UNCTAD].

The United Nations Office for Project Services, is
looking for a Partnerships Officer- Liaison (and
Communications). The deadline for application
submission is January 26, 2025. For more information,
see [UNOPS].
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We would greatly appreciate your feedback! Please
send any feedback you have regarding this newsletter
to: info@cpg-online.de

Also, don't forget to Like CPG on Facebook, and
browse our website for other updates and news!
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