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Dear Readers,

Welcome to this week’s issue of the Asia in Review (AiR)
covering the latest events, developments and trends in
domestic politics, international relations and

geopolitics in East Asia, South Asia, and Southeast Asia.

| wish you an informative read and extend special
greetings to everyone who celebrates Nauru's
Independence Day this week.

With best regards,

Henning Glaser

Editor in Chief

Webpage: www.cpg-online.de, Facebook:
https://www.facebook.com/CPGT
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China: Xi Jinping’s Lunar New Year
address highlights economic and external
challenges in 2025

(dql) In his Lunar New Year message delivered on
January 27, Chinese President Xi Jinping demanded
renewed efforts to address economic risks and
external challenges. Speaking at a reception attended
by more than 2000 people, Xi urged perseverance,
stressing the need for confidence, direct engagement
with obstacles, and decisive action in tackling risks.

He highlighted the importance of resilience to achieve
“high-quality development” and mitigate risks,
outlining plans to deepen reforms, expand opening-up,
and safeguard against external shocks to sustain
economic recovery and maintain social stability. Xi also
reaffirmed his commitment to anti-corruption efforts.

Xi outlined plans for China's next five-year plan (2026-
2030), which will set reform priorities aimed at



modernizing the country in time for the People’s
Republic's 80th anniversary in 2029. [Government,
China]

Xi address comes as China's economic recovery
remains fragile, with high youth unemployment, weak
investor confidence, local government debt, and a
looming demographic crisis.

Beijing is also focused on achieving technological self-
reliance, advancing its position in global competition
with Washington. With Trump pledging punitive tariffs
and increased investment in Al, Beijing faces
heightened uncertainties in areas like the South China
Sea and security issues under the new U.S.
administration. [South China Morning Post 1]

Meanwhile, China's Communist Party has issued a
warning to its cadres against accepting digital "red
packets" as gifts during the Lunar New Year, citing
concerns over bribery and corruption. The warning
also specifically addresses the use of WeChat's red
packet feature, urging cadres to avoid gambling or
indirectly accepting bribes through the platform. Party
members are encouraged to caution their families
about accepting such gifts.

WeChat's red packet feature, popular for sending
virtual money during special occasions like the Lunar
New Year, has become a potential avenue for discreet
bribery. The Communist Party has been tightening
disciplinary rules to strengthen control over its nearly
100 million members, with punishments ranging from
warnings to expulsion for those found violating the
rules regarding gifts, cash, and other assets that could
influence their duties. [South China Morning Post 2]

The Central Commission for Discipline Inspection
(CCDI), in its annual plenary session, reaffirmed its
commitment to combating corruption and targeting
bribe payers. President Xi Jinping, addressing the CCDI,
stressed that corruption remains a grave threat and
warned of serious consequences if the anti-corruption
campaign is weakened. He called for continued
vigilance and determination in the fight against
corruption, describing it as an ongoing battle vital to
the party's survival (see AiR No. 2, January/2025, 2).

China: First senior party officials
investigated for corruption in 2025

(Id) Already in the first weeks of 2025, China's anti-
corruption campaign has ensnared several high-profile
officials across various sectors, including defense,
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regional governance, and municipal leadership. Xue
Jianguo, a former executive at a major arms
manufacturer, is under investigation for alleged
corruption, highlighting increased scrutiny within the
military-industrial complex. Similarly, Che Dalha, the
former chairman of the Tibet Autonomous Region, and
Liu Jiachen, the mayor of Kunming, are also being
probed for serious disciplinary violations.

Former defense contractor executive under investigation

Xue Jianguo, a former executive at one of China’s
largest arms manufacturers and a key advocate for the
civilian use of the BeiDou satellite navigation system, is
under investigation for alleged corruption. According
to the Central Commission for Discipline Inspection
(CCDI), the Chinese Communist Party's top anti-
corruption body, Xue, the former chairman of Harbin
First Machinery Group, is being investigated for
“serious violations of discipline and law,” a term
typically associated with corruption. [CCDI 1]

Harbin First Machinery Group, a subsidiary of China
North Industries Group Corporation (Norinco), is a
prominent defense contractor in China. Xue stepped
down from his position at the Harbin company in 2010
but later played a significant role at Norinco in
advancing the civilian use of BeiDou, China’s
alternative to GPS.

By the end of 2023, BeiDou was reportedly in use by
around 1.4 billion devices within China, according to an
official white paper. In 2015, Norinco was authorized to
oversee BeiDou's commercial, industrial, and civilian
applications and to drive the growth of related
industries. That same year, Xue was appointed
chairman and party secretary of a Shanghai-based
investment company established by Norinco to
support this initiative. [South China Morning Post 1]

This is the latest in a series of investigations targeting
senior executives of China's largest state-owned
defense conglomerate, amid increased anti-corruption
efforts within the military-industrial complex. The
China Aviation Industry Corporation (AVIC) recently
removed the profiles of top executives such as general
manager Hao Zhaoping, an expert in rockets and
missiles, and deputy general manager Yang Wei, the
"father" of the J-20 stealth fighter jet, from its official
website (see AR No. 3, January/2025, 3).

Former Tibet chairman investigated for corruption

In another case, the former chairman of the Tibet
Autonomous Region government, Che Dalha, is under
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investigation also for alleged “serious disciplinary and
legal violations.”

Che, currently a member of the 14th National
Committee of the Chinese People's Political
Consultative Conference (CPPCC) and Deputy Director
of its Agriculture and Rural Affairs Committee, is the
first ministerial-level official to face anti-corruption
scrutiny in 2025. [CCDI 2, in Chinese] [South China
Morning Post 2]

An ethnic Tibetan from Yunnan, Che has had a long
career in both Yunnan and Tibet. He previously served
as a member of the Yunnan Provincial Standing
Committee and later held several key positions in
Tibet. In January 2017, he was appointed deputy party
secretary and chairman of the Tibet Autonomous
Region government. He took over as deputy director of
the National People's Congress Ethnic Affairs
Committee in 2021 and assumed his most recent role
within the CPPCC in 2023. He was also a member of
the 2017 elected 19th Central Committee of the
Chinese Communist Party (CCP), of which at least 15
members have been investigated so far. [Caixin, in
Chinese]

Che had worked with several high-ranking officials who
were later implicated in corruption, including Bai
Enpei, former Party Secretary of Yunnan, and Wu
Yingjie, former Party Secretary of the Tibet
Autonomous Region. Wu was expelled from the CCP
and public office in October 2024 and arrested in
December. Official reports accused Wu of failing to
implement the central government's strategic policies
for Tibet, abusing his power for personal gain,
promoting corruption, and damaging Tibet's political
environment. [Zaobao, in Chinese]

Mayor of Kunming under corruption investigation

In addition, Liu Jiachen, deputy party secretary and
mayor of Kunming, Yunnan Province, is also under
investigation for alleged serious disciplinary violations
and misconduct. [China Daily]

Liu's career spans more than two decades across
multiple regions and sectors. Liu was transferred to
Yunnan Province in 2016, where he served as deputy
party secretary of Lijiang and later took on provincial
leadership roles, including director of the Department
of Land and Natural Resources, before taking on his
most recent role in Kunming in 2021. [Guancha, in
Chinese]

The investigations followed President Xi Jinping's
warning against complacency in the fight against
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corruption, in which he emphasized the grave risks it
poses to the survival of the CCP if vigilance is not
maintained, as well as the CCDI's recent pledge to
intensify its anti-corruption efforts in 2025, targeting
sectors such as finance, state-owned enterprises, and
energy, while also addressing issues such as cross-
border corruption, bribe-taking, and abuse of power
(see AIR No. 2, January/2025, 2).

Drop in internal investigations within China’s anti-
corruption body reported for 2024

The number of internal investigations within China’s
anti-corruption body halved in 2024, despite an overall
increase in national anti-graft probes. The Central
Commission for Discipline Inspection (CCDI) reported
that 3,900 of its officials were investigated, down from
7,817 the previous year, with 374 sent to trial,
compared to 474 in 2023.

Meanwhile, the broader anti-corruption campaign
targeted a record number of senior officials, with 58
"tigers" (officials of vice-ministerial rank or above)
investigated.

A source involved in party discipline attributed the
decline in internal investigations to the clearing of a
backlog in 2023 following the COVID-19 pandemic.
Despite the decrease, internal investigations remained
at a high intensity compared to 2021 and 2022. [South
China Morning Post 3]

China: Provinces prioritize childbirth
incentives in annual work plans

(Ib) China's provincial governments have introduced
measures to encourage childbirth as part of their 2025
annual work reports. These efforts include subsidies,
tax cuts, extended parental leave, improved childcare
services, and enhanced healthcare for mothers and
children. The policies are part of local “two sessions” -
the annual meetings of provincial-level lawmakers and
political advisors convened to discuss plans for local
economic and social development in the year ahead at
the start of the year - reflecting a national push to
address declining birth rates.

Hubei Province has placed “alleviating concerns over
childbirth” as its top priority for 2025. Planned
measures include free newborn screening services,
housing subsidies for families with multiple children,
and stricter enforcement of parental leave rights.
Beijing's government has pledged to expand childcare
services in urban areas, while Tianjin has committed to
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creating city-level childcare centers. Similarly, Zhejiang
Province plans to pilot universal childcare services and
enhance fertility support mechanisms.

Lawmakers and advisors from several provinces have
proposed additional strategies to support families.
Suggestions include longer maternity and paternity
leaves, financial allowances for families with more
children, and subsidies to businesses for offering
extended parental leave. Some proposals also target
the costs of infertility treatments and high-risk
maternal care, suggesting these be covered by medical
insurance. Other recommendations focus on
workplace support, such as government-backed
daycare centers in public kindergartens and company-
funded pre-kindergarten classes.

Experts additionally highlighted the importance of
addressing socio-cultural issues like the “motherhood
penalty,” which refers to the phenomenon of women's
wages and career opportunities significantly
decreasing after becoming, in many cases due to
societal expectations regarding their role in childcare
and potential discrimination from employers against
working mothers. [Global Times]

The measures come as - despite an increase in births
by 520,000 in 2024 compared with 2023, the total
population still declined by 1,39 million during the
same period, marking the third consecutive year of
shrinkage and indicating the complexity of reversing
demographic trends in China (see AR No. 3,
January/2025, 3).

China: Schools to strengthen science
education

(Id) China is ramping up science education in its
primary and secondary schools as part of a broader
effort to fuel scientific and technological innovation,
critical to sustaining its position as the world's second-
largest economy and fostering new growth sectors.

The Ministry of Education announced new guidelines
mandating the implementation of a more robust
science curriculum, enhanced teacher qualifications,
and improved integration of science education
resources. [Xinhua, in Chinese]

As part of these measures, all primary schools must
employ at least one science teacher holding a master’s
degree in STEM fields, and each school is required to
appoint a vice-principal dedicated to science
education. This role includes overseeing science
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lectures and developing specialized courses. The
ministry also emphasized incorporating science
education into after-school activities to spark student
interest and building a platform to encourage students
to pursue science at the university level.

The initiative aligns with China’'s newly unveiled
national action plan to become a "strong education
nation" by 2035. The plan aims to streamline education
development, boost innovation efficiency, and
contribute to building a “strong country.” President Xi
Jinping has called for China to cultivate a globally
competitive environment for scientific and
technological advancement, underscoring the
importance of international collaboration.

The push for innovation comes as Beijing seeks to
offset a prolonged slowdown in its property sector by
fostering growth in emerging industries such as
electric vehicles, new materials, commercial
spaceflight, quantum technology, and life sciences.
[Reuters]

At the same time, Chinese universities are also making
progress in international academic rankings for
science. Sichuan University (SCU), located in Chengdu,
has overtaken renowned institutions like Stanford
University, the Massachusetts Institute of Technology
(MIT), Oxford University, and the University of Tokyo in
less than two years, as per the latest Nature Index.

The Nature Index, curated by the esteemed academic
journal Nature, evaluates research institutions based
on their contributions to articles published in the
world's most influential scientific journals. In the most
recent update, released on January 20, SCU ranks 11th
globally among leading academic institutions for
research output between October 1, 2023, and
September 30, 2024, up from 26th in 2023. While
Harvard University in the United States holds the top
position, the remaining nine institutions in the top 10
are all based in China. [South China Morning Post]

China: Youth unemployment still point of
comcern

(Ib) China's employment landscape remained steady in
2024, bolstered by targeted government policies and
effective job creation measures, according to the
Ministry of Human Resources and Social Security. A
report presented on January 22 confirmed that 12.56
million urban residents secured jobs last year, with the
average surveyed unemployment rate at 5.1 percent -
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down slightly from 2023. [Ministry of Human
Resources and Social Security, China, in Chinese]

Youth unemployment in cities saw marked
improvements, particularly among individuals aged 16
to 24. Following a peak of 18.8 percent in August,
coinciding with an influx of new graduates, the rate
dropped to 15.7 percent by December. The
unemployment rate for people aged 25 to 29 also fell,
reaching 6.6 percent in December, compared to 6.7
percent in November. [Yicai]

Officials attributed the progress to financial incentives
for employers, support for young entrepreneurs, and
tailored job services for those facing barriers to
employment. Over 2 million recent college graduates
received financial allowances in 2024, while more than
CNY 100 billion (USD 13 billion) was allocated in
employment subsidies. Employment promotion
initiatives also played a role. Between December 1 and
the end of 2024, nationwide job fairs and online
platforms attracted 251,000 employers offering 4.77
million positions. These efforts resulted in over half a
million college graduates securing employment.

For 2025, the ministry plans to strengthen fiscal and
financial policies to support employment growth. Tax
reductions, low-interest loans, and other benefits will
aim to stabilize the labor market and address the
challenges posed by a growing graduate population
and global economic uncertainties. [China Daily]

However, China's unemployment metrics, while
showing improvements in 2024, have faced criticism
for their lack of transparency and comprehensiveness.
Scholars and economists argue that the existing
methods fail to reflect the true state of employment,
particularly among youth and flexible workers.
Concerns have been raised about the "one-hour"
standard for defining employment, which overlooks
critical factors like income adequacy and
underemployment.

Additionally, recent adjustments to exclude students
from youth unemployment statistics, following record-
high figures in mid-2023, have sparked debates over
data credibility. [South China Morning Post]

China: Al DeepSeek threatens US
dominance

(dh) The Chinese Al lab DeepSeek has gained
international attention after releasing open-source Al
models that rival those developed by major U.S.
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companies like OpenAl and Meta. Despite using less
advanced hardware and operating on a significantly
lower budget, DeepSeek’s models have outperformed
competitors in tasks such as coding, mathematics, and
problem-solving. One of its large-language models,
developed in just two months for under USD 6 million,
has raised questions about the high costs and
resource-intensive strategies employed by U.S. tech
companies.

Based in Hangzhou, DeepSeek has largely avoided
public attention, declining external partnerships and
focusing on advancing its models. Experts see the
company as an example of China’s ability to innovate
independently, despite external challenges. DeepSeek
is linked to the Chinese hedge fund High-Flyer Quant
and remains relatively unknown, with little public
information about its founder, Liang Wenfeng.

The company has also navigated U.S. semiconductor
export restrictions, which limit access to advanced
chips like Nvidia's H100s. Instead, DeepSeek utilized
less-powerful H800 chips and relied on techniques
such as model distillation - an efficient process where
smaller models learn from larger ones - suggesting
innovative ways to work around hardware limitations.
[CNBC]

DeepSeek’s approach has sparked concern in Silicon
Valley, with reports suggesting companies like Meta
are closely examining its methods. Chinese analysts
have pointed out that the start-up’s achievements
demonstrate the limitations of U.S. export controls and
underscore China’'s growing presence in the Al sector,
viewing DeepSeek’s rapid progress as part of a larger
trend of Chinese companies making strides in Al,
challenging U.S. leadership in the field while raising the
potential for collaboration and competition in the
global Al landscape. [Global Times]

On January 27, speaking in Florida, US President
Donald Trump commented on Al start-up DeepSeek,
stating that it should act as a spur for American
companies who want to stay competitive in the Al
market. Trump referred to DeepSeek’s Al innovation as
a positive as it allows companies to lower costs whilst
producing the same results. He further insisted that US
companies would be quick to follow suit as he praised
the brilliance of US scientists. [Reuters]

China: Measures to boost long-term
capital market investment introduced
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(Ib/1d) Chinese financial authorities have announced a
comprehensive plan to attract medium- and long-term
funds to the capital market, aiming to improve stock
market stability. The Central Financial Work
Commission and five government departments
detailed measures to increase investments from
commercial insurance, national social security, and
basic pension funds. [The State Council PRC]

The plan, jointly issued by six financial regulators,
including the China Securities Regulatory Commission
(CSRQ), directs state-owned insurance companies to
increase the size and proportion of their investments
in A-shares and equity funds. Mutual fund managers
are also required to steadily increase equity fund
allocations to broaden institutional participation.
Starting in 2025, commercial insurance funds must
allocate 30 percent of their annual new premium
revenue to the stock market. Mutual funds must raise
their A-share holdings by at least 10 percent annually
over the next three years. [AP]

The plan emphasizes long-term performance
evaluations for state-owned insurance companies. At
least 60 percent of evaluation weight will focus on
three- to five-year cycles. National social security and
pension funds will follow assessment periods of five
and three years, respectively. These changes aim to
promote stable, long-term investments.

The measures come as Chinese stocks face pressure
following significant losses early in 2025, partly due to
concerns over potential U.S. tariffs on Chinese goods.
Authorities have also introduced swap and relending
schemes totaling CNY 800 billion (USD 110 billion) to
support stock purchases. [Reuters]

The policy could channel as much as CNY 500 billion
(USD 68 billion) from China's three largest state-owned
insurers into the market, according to an analysis of
2024 premiums. Insurers already hold CNY 4.4 trillion
(USD 610 billion) worth of shares, according to
regulatory data.

The CSI 300 index rose 1.8 percent on January 23,
nearly erasing losses from the previous day caused by
renewed U.S. tariff threats. However, despite recent
measures, confidence in the market remains fragile
due to geopolitical tensions, a slowing economy, and a
property market slump. [Financial Times 1] [Financial
Times 2]

China: Manufacturing activity faces
surprise contraction in January
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(Id) China's manufacturing sector unexpectedly shrank
in January, marking its weakest performance since
August, according to an official survey. The purchasing
managers’ index (PMI) fell to 49.1 from December’s
50.1, missing the median forecast of 50.1 and dipping
below 50, the threshold separating expansion from
contraction.

The contraction in manufacturing activity was partly
driven by the early departure of workers ahead of the
Lunar New Year holiday, according to the National
Bureau of Statistics. Despite the slowdown, most
businesses remain optimistic about post-holiday
prospects, with the activity expectation subindex for
manufacturing and non-manufacturing sectors
standing at 55.3 and 56.7, respectively, both in
expansionary territory. [South China Morning Post]

The slowdown intensifies pressure on policymakers to
bolster China’'s USD 18 trillion economy, which has met
its 2024 growth target of “around 5%" but is heavily
reliant on exports and industrial production. Domestic
demand remains weak, with retail sales lagging and
unemployment elevated.

China's record USD 1 trillion trade surplus in 2023
underscored its reliance on exports, fueled by factory
deflation, a weak yuan, and efforts to offload excess
inventories abroad. But falling prices at home have
eroded corporate profits and household incomes.

Meanwhile, the non-manufacturing PMI, which
includes services and construction, slowed to 50.2
from 52.2. Analysts warn that Beijing's planned 2025
stimulus plan, which focuses on industrial upgrades
and infrastructure rather than helping households,
risks exacerbating factory overcapacity and deflation.

Officials have pledged to revive domestic demand, but
have unveiled limited measures, including an
expanded trade-in program that subsidizes consumer
goods. Efforts to stabilize the property sector, a key
drag on growth, are also seen as critical to supporting
local finances and consumption. [Reuters]

China: Subsidies to boost Smartphone
sales launched

(Ib) China has introduced a national subsidy program
for consumer electronics, aiming to boost smartphone
sales and encourage device upgrades. The program
offers subsidies for smartphones, tablets, and
smartwatches, with individual consumers eligible for a
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maximum subsidy of CNY 500 (USD 70) per item,
capped at one item per category.

In addition to benefiting consumers, the policy aims to
encourage innovation in the smartphone industry by
increasing demand for advanced features and
technologies. However, it also intensifies competition,
pushing manufacturers to improve quality, services,
and technological advancements. [Trend Force]

China: Commercial next-gen near space
supersonic drone to make first flight next
year

(Id) A Chinese startup has revealed plans for its Mach-4
supersonic drone to make its first flight next year,
marking a significant step in the transition of
hypersonic technology from military to commercial
use. Chengdu-based Sichuan Lingkong Tianxing
Technology Co., Ltd. announced the development of
the unmanned aerial vehicle (UAV) at a press
conference last week.

The drone, named Cuantianhou ("Soaring Stone
Monkey") after the iconic Monkey King in Chinese
mythology, weighs 1.5 tons, spans seven meters and is
powered by two detonation engines. It is designed to
cruise at Mach 4.2 at an altitude of 20 kilometers. The
drone is expected to make its first flight in 2026, while
the prototype of a supersonic passenger jet, Da Sheng
(another reference to the Monkey King), is expected to
debut by 2030. [South China Morning Post]

Founded in 2017, Sichuan Lingkong Tianxing
Technology Co., Ltd. focuses on high-speed near-space
flight technologies. Near-space, defined as the area 20
to 100 kilometers above the Earth's surface, has been
identified by the Chinese military as a critical frontier
for modern warfare and national security. [Zaobao, in
Chinese]

China: Bioequivalence data for generic
drugs taken down after fraud allegations

(Id) An online article revealed that different drug
brands were listed with identical bioequivalence
results for their Quality Consistency Evaluation (QCE)
on the official website of the National Medical Products
Administration’s Center for Drug Evaluation (CDE). The
article quickly went viral, sparking intense debate and
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raising concerns about the potential falsification of
data in the generic drug QCE process.

The social media article by Dr. Xia Zhimin compared
data from the trials of original drugs with their generic
counterparts and noticed striking similarities, leading
him to question the authenticity of the data. Dr. Xia,
who is also a former deputy editor-in-chief of the
popular medical forum Ding Xiang Doctor, pointed out
that the numbers matched exactly, even down to two
decimal places, which is statistically highly unlikely in
medical science. [New York Times]

After online users raised doubts about data accuracy,
the publicly available generic QCE result data from the
CDE website has been taken down and is no longer
accessible for download. In a statement released on
January 24, a division of the NMPA confirmed the
duplicated data, attributing it to editing errors during
the disclosure of the relevant product information, and
stated that “corrections” have been made. However,
netizens pointed out that the “corrected” data still
contain some basic mathematical errors.

Drug QCE assessments are critical to public health, and
bioequivalence data is a key indicator of whether a
generic drug should be approved. Among the nearly
2,000 generic drugs that passed the QCE on CDE's
website, many are commonly used, such as
rosuvastatin calcium tablets, which are widely
prescribed to treat high cholesterol, especially for
elderly patients. [Yicai, in Chinese]

The controversy came as a rare public outcry is
emerging in China over the quality of domestically
produced drugs, driven by concerns from medical
professionals about the effectiveness of centrally
procured drugs (see AiR No. 3, January/2025, 3). The
centralized procurement program, launched by
National Healthcare Security Administration in 2018, is
aimed to lower drug prices by purchasing in bulk to
ensure that drugs remain affordable for low-income
populations.

China: Vanke's chairman and CEO resign,
signaling further state takeover

(Id) China Vanke, a leading property developer of the
country, announced on January 27 that its chairman,
Yu Liang, and CEO, Zhu Jiusheng, have resigned amid
deepening liquidity concerns, with a forecasted record
net loss of USD 6.2 billion for 2024. Yu Liang served as
Vanke's president from 2001 to 2018 and as chairman
from 2017. Zhu Jiusheng joined Vanke in 2012 and
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became CEQ in 2018. Xin Jie, chairman of its state-
owned shareholder Shenzhen Metro, is taking over as
Vanke's new chairman.

The move reflects increased state involvement, as the
government aims to mitigate risks associated with
Vanke's upcoming debt maturities this year. Yu will
remain with the company as executive vice president,
while three other executives from Shenzhen state-
owned firms will also join Vanke in leadership roles.

Earlier this month, a state media outlet reported that
Vanke's CEO had been detained and that the company
might face a takeover or reorganization. The report
was quickly removed, and Vanke has not commented
on the matter (see AiR No. 3, January/2025, 3).

In a filing, Vanke stated that its board has decided to
strengthen management capabilities of the group and
utilize the “resource advantages” of Shenzhen Metro as
a substantial shareholder. The company acknowledged
“temporary liquidity difficulties” and committed to
focusing on its core businesses and other measures to
improve operations.

Vanke also disclosed in a separate filing that it expects
a net loss of CNY 45 billion (USD 6.2 billion) for 2024, a
sharp decline from a CNY 12 billion (USD 1.65 billion)
net profit in 2023. The loss is attributed to falling sales,
shrinking profit margins, additional provisions for
credit and inventory impairments, and losses from
certain asset and equity transactions. [Reuters]

Vanke has also announced the transfer of its jointly
developed Hongshuwan property project to Shenzhen
Metro, in a move aimed at optimizing the company's
cash flow. Shenzhen Metro Group, Vanke's largest
shareholder, currently holds a 27.18 percent stake in
the company.

On January 27, Vanke signed an agreement with
Shenzhen Metro to transfer a 49 percent investment
income right and other associated future income rights
of the Hongshuwan property development project for
CNY 1.292 billion (USD 180 million).

Vanke stated that the transaction will help the
company revitalize its existing assets, recover project
funds in advance, and enhance liquidity. The company
expects to achieve a total net profit of CNY 3.17 billion
(USD 440 million) over the full period, with this
transaction contributing CNY 600 million (USD 83
million) to its financial statements. [Zaocbao, in Chinese]

Previously considered resilient to the property market
crisis as one of China's most prominent real estate


https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-sjikkjl-l-tj/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-sjikkjl-l-tt/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-sjikkjl-l-ti/

developers, Vanke's current struggles have raised
concerns about the broader impact on homebuyer
confidence and the potential for banks to further
restrict financing to the sector. Analysts suggest that
the Shenzhen government's intervention through
Shenzhen Metro could help stabilize Vanke.

China: New frigate type with advanced
capabilities commissioned

(Ib) China officially commissioned on January 22 its first
Type 0548 frigate, Luohe, in Qingdao, Shandong
Province. This advanced 5,000-ton vessel introduces
cutting-edge stealth features, upgraded command
systems, and sophisticated combat capabilities. The
Luohe (hull number 545) builds on the success of the
Type 054A, offering enhanced mission flexibility and
operational range, as well as an expanded helicopter
deck to accommodate larger platforms like the Z-20.
These enhancements position the Luohe as one of the
most advanced multi-role frigates globally.

The Luohe is a significant step in China's naval
modernization program, reflecting advancements in
ship design and technology. Experts emphasize the
frigate’s capacity to conduct air defense, anti-
submarine, and anti-ship operations, which will
improve China'’s ability to operate in both coastal and
open-water theaters. [Global Times]

The commissioning of the Luohe also highlights a
growing arms race in the Indo-Pacific region. Japan has
been developing its own advanced naval platforms,
such as the Mogami-class frigates. These vessels, like
the Luohe, are designed to counter growing maritime
threats through their multi-role capabilities and
advanced radar and missile systems. Japan's fleet
modernization efforts are in direct response to China’s
increasing naval capabilities, with both nations
competing for dominance in the region's waters. [First
Post]

Experts agree that the Luohe will play a crucial role in
bolstering China’s military posture and naval power
projection, serving as a versatile platform for both
defense and projection, particularly in sensitive regions
such as the South China Sea, where tensions with the
United States and neighboring countries continue to
escalate. [CNN]
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China: Security ministry warns travelers
to protect state secrets during Lunar New
Year trips

(Id) As the Lunar New Year holiday approaches, China's
Ministry of State Security (MSS) has issued a public
reminder urging travelers to safeguard sensitive
information while abroad, warning of potential
espionage attempts by foreign intelligence agencies.
[Guancha, in Chinese]

The ministry specifically advised against using public
Wi-Fi networks to access important accounts or
transmit sensitive data while abroad. It also
recommended that personal electronic devices be
equipped with robust security measures to prevent
unauthorized access or hacking attempts.

Chinese officials in sensitive positions were reminded
to check their belongings for confidential materials
before traveling, to strictly adhere to confidentiality
protocols while abroad, and to avoid discussing
sensitive topics or disclosing confidential information
after leaving China.

The advisory comes just days before the Lunar New
Year on January 29, the country's largest annual
holiday. This year, China's 1.4 billion citizens will enjoy
an extended eight-day holiday beginning on January
28. While many will travel to their hometowns for
family reunions, a growing number of wealthy citizens
are expected to travel internationally, as outbound
travel from China continues to recover significantly
from the disruptions caused by the COVID-19
pandemic. [South China Morning Post]

Japan: Parliament begins session with
ruling coalition in minority

(adi) Japan's National Diet commenced on January 24
its most unpredictable session in recent years,
following the ruling coalition's loss of its Lower House
majority in the October 27 general election. Prime
Minister Shigeru Ishiba's Liberal Democratic Party
(LDP), in coalition with Komeito, now leads a minority
government, holding 221 seats in the 465-member
House of Representatives - 12 seats short of the 233
needed for a majority. [Anadolu Agency]

This shift represents a significant departure from the
LDP's previous era of dominance, during which it could
unilaterally pass legislation. The current political
landscape necessitates a more collaborative approach,
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requiring cross-party negotiations and compromises
with opposition parties that have become increasingly
assertive in their demands. This shift was highlighted
in Ishiba’s policy speech at the opening of the
parliamentary session, where he emphasized the
importance of bipartisan cooperation. He stressed that
both the ruling and opposition parties must engage in
thorough deliberations to secure public understanding
and support. [Kyodo News]

The prime minister marked regional development as a
cornerstone of his administration's agenda. Stressing
the importance of sustainability and self-reliance, he
unveiled a vision for transforming Japan into a
sustainable, decentralized society. He advocated for a
shift toward what he called his vision of a "pleasant
Japan," a society focused on individual fulfillment,
interconnected communities, and balanced rural-
urban development.

He outlined five key pillars to realize his vision: making
local regions more appealing to young people and
women, fostering the relocation of industry,
government, and academia to regional areas,
encouraging the growth of new industrial sectors and
innovation, advancing modern infrastructure such as
decarbonized energy, artificial intelligence, and data
centers, and promoting regional cooperation that
transcends prefectural boundaries.

In diplomacy, Ishiba expressed a commitment to
strengthening the Japan-U.S. alliance, referencing his
upcoming meeting with U.S. President Donald Trump.
On economic policy, he prioritized wage growth
exceeding inflation and pledged to address public
concerns about social security. [Asahi Shimbun]

The National Diet, Japan’s bicameral legislature and
highest organ of state power, consists of the Lower
House and Upper House, with the former holding
greater authority, including the ability to elect the
Prime Minister. This session will test the Diet's ability to
operate effectively under a minority government, a
rare scenario in Japan's political history.

Analysts suggest that this development could lead to
more balanced policymaking, as diverse perspectives
are incorporated into legislation. However, it also
raises concerns about potential legislative gridlock if
consensus cannot be reached. The upcoming session
will test the government's ability to navigate the
political headwinds of the opposition and effectively
govern without a majority. [Japan Times]
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Japan: Ruling party LDP endorses bill on
disclosure of major political donations

(adi) Japan's Liberal Democratic Party (LDP) has
approved a draft bill requiring the disclosure of
companies and organizations donating JPY 10 million
(USD 64,000) or more annually to political parties. This
move aims to enhance transparency in political
financing.

The proposed legislation mandates the Ministry of
Internal Affairs and Communications to publicly
disclose the names of donors, and their contribution
amounts by the end of March each year. The bill
encompasses donations to party headquarters,
political fund management bodies, and political groups
associated with party-affiliated lawmakers.

This initiative serves as a counterproposal to the main
opposition Constitutional Democratic Party of Japan's
bill, which seeks to prohibit such substantial donations
outright. [Nippon.com]

The move comes in the wake of recent political finance
scandals that have eroded public trust. In late 2023,
the LDP faced scrutiny over unreported revenues from
fundraising events, leading to indictments and internal
investigations (see AR No. 49, December/2023, 1).
These events have intensified calls for greater
transparency and stricter regulations in political
funding.

Japan: Prime Minister Ishiba advocates for
accelerated discussion on selective
surname system

(adi) Prime Minister Shigeru Ishiba expressed his
intention to expedite discussions within the ruling
Liberal Democratic Party (LDP) regarding the adoption
of a selective surname system for married couples in
Japan. This system would allow spouses the option to
retain their individual surnames after marriage, a
departure from the current legal requirement
mandating a unified family name.

The Prime Minister's call for deeper debate reflects a
growing recognition of the diverse perspectives within
Japanese society concerning marital naming
conventions. Advocates for the selective surname
system argue that it acknowledges individual identity
and gender equality, while opponents often cite the
importance of traditional family unity.
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The LDP has historically been divided on this issue,
with conservative members favoring the preservation
of traditional practices, and more progressive factions
supporting reforms to accommodate changing societal
norms. Prime Minister Ishiba's initiative aims to bridge
these differences by fostering comprehensive
discussions that consider the evolving dynamics of
Japanese families.

This development aligns with broader societal debates
in Japan concerning individual rights and the balance
between tradition and modernity. The outcome of
these discussions could lead to significant legal
reforms, impacting how marriage and family structures
are perceived and practiced in the country.

By advocating for an accelerated debate, Prime
Minister Ishiba underscores the government's
commitment to addressing contemporary social issues
and reflects a willingness to adapt to the changing
needs and values of its citizens. [Kyodo News]

Japan: Residency extension for pregnant
skilled foreign workers under
consideration

(adi) The Japanese government has announced plans
to extend the five-year residency limit for skilled
foreign workers who become pregnant during their
stay. This initiative aims to support foreign
professionals in balancing their careers and family life
while contributing to Japan's workforce.

Under current regulations, skilled foreign workers are
granted a maximum residency of five years. The
proposed extension would allow pregnant workers to
prolong their stay beyond this period, ensuring they
have adequate time for childbirth and childcare
without the pressure of impending visa expirations.

This move is part of Japan's broader strategy to attract
and retain foreign talent amid a declining birthrate and
labor shortages. By creating a more accommodating
environment for skilled foreign workers, the
government hopes to enhance its global
competitiveness and address demographic challenges.

The proposal is expected to undergo further
discussions within the government, with potential
implementation in the near future. If enacted, it would
mark a significant step toward making Japan a more
inclusive destination for international professionals.
[Kyodo News]
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Japan: Business federation and trade
unions launch wage negotiations

(adi) Japan's largest business federation, Keidanren,
has initiated its annual "shunto" spring wage
negotiations with trade unions, focusing on sustaining
wage growth and addressing challenges faced by
smaller enterprises. In this year's talks, Keidanren has
expressed support for the Japanese Trade Union
Confederation's (Rengo) overall wage increase target of
5 percent or more, aligning with its policy. However,
Keidanren criticized Rengo's target for smaller unions
to seek a 6 percent or more increase as "extremely
high," suggesting that wage increase targets should be
set at levels that promote healthy and constructive
negotiations between labor and management.
[Nippon.com] [Kyodo News]

These discussions are widely seen as critical to
achieving Prime Minister Shigeru Ishiba’s goal of wage-
driven economic growth, as the government seeks to
distribute economic benefits more equitably across
industries. Last year, major corporations implemented
significant wage hikes of over 3 percent, reflecting a
government-backed push to combat inflation and
support household spending. However, smaller
businesses, burdened by rising operational costs and
labor shortages, have struggled to match these
increases.

Retailers, traditionally conservative on wages, are also
under scrutiny. This year marks a notable shift in the
sector, with some companies announcing consecutive
pay rises despite concerns over profit margins.
Analysts see this as a reflection of broader momentum
toward wage growth in Japan’s post-pandemic
recovery.

The outcomes of the negotiations are expected to
impact consumer spending, inflation trends, and
overall economic vitality. Policymakers and business
leaders alike recognize the importance of ensuring that
wage increases are not confined to major corporations
but extend to smaller enterprises, fostering a more
inclusive economic environment.

These talks will set the tone for Japan’s economic
trajectory in 2025, as the country navigates global
economic uncertainties and works toward achieving
balanced and sustainable growth. [Reuters] [The
Mainichi]
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Japan: Bank of Japan raises interest rates
to highest level in 17 years

(adi) The Bank of Japan (BQOJ), the country’s central
bank, has increased its short-term policy interest rate
from 0.2 percent to 0.5 percent, marking the highest
level since the 2008 financial crisis. This move aligns
with market expectations and reflects the central
bank's response to sustained inflation and rising
wages.

Commenting on the 25-basis-point hike, BOJ Governor
Kazuo Ueda emphasized the economy's ongoing
recovery but acknowledged uncertainties such as rising
consumer prices in major economies like the United
States and Europe, and foreign exchange fluctuations.
He highlighted the positive effects of higher prices and
wages in maintaining economic stability and indicated
the possibility of further rate increases if current
economic conditions persist.

Recent data shows that consumer prices, excluding
food, rose by 2.5 percent annually, with a 3 percent
increase observed in December alone. Additionally,
wage growth has improved, with adjustments for
November showing a 0.5 percent increase. These
indicators suggest that Japan is moving away from its
prolonged deflationary period. [AP News]

While these indicators suggest that Japan is moving
away from its prolonged deflationary period, analysts
remain skeptical about the Bank of Japan's recent
interest rate hike's effectiveness in overcoming the
country's persistent economic challenges. Structural
issues such as a declining population, lagging
productivity, and stagnant wages continue to constrain
growth. The shrinking workforce limits potential
economic expansion, and despite recent wage
increases, there is concern that they may not be
sustainable or sufficient to drive significant consumer
spending. Additionally, productivity improvements
have been modest, raising doubts about the long-term
impact of monetary policy adjustments on Japan's
economic trajectory. [The New York Times]

Japan: Brookfield completes USD 1.6
billion real estate investment

(adi) Canadian investment giant Brookfield Asset
Management announced the completion of two major
real estate transactions in Japan, totaling USD 1.6
billion. These deals underscore the growing interest of
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foreign investors in Japan’s property market, spurred
by a weakened yen.

The acquisitions include a stake in Tokyo's prestigious
Gajoen complex, located in the Meguro district. The
Gajoen features a mix of office spaces, retail facilities,
and a luxury hotel. This property was previously
acquired by China Investment Corporation, a sovereign
wealth fund, in 2015. Brookfield's second investment is
a 1 million square foot plot in Nagoya, which is
intended for the development of a state-of-the-art
logistics warehouse.

The investments align with a broader trend of foreign
firms capitalizing on Japan’s comparatively stable real
estate market. Analysts note that the continued
depreciation of the yen has made Japanese assets
more attractive to overseas investors.

These developments come as Japan’s real estate sector
continues to recover post-pandemic, with increasing
demand for logistics and mixed-use properties driven
by e-commerce growth and urban revitalization efforts.
[Reuters]

Japan: Finance ministry to tighten foreign
investment reporting rules in national
security related sectors

(adi) Japan’s Finance Ministry has announced plans to
lower the reporting threshold for foreign investments
in sectors critical to national security. Under the
revised rules, foreign investors working with foreign
intelligence agencies will be required to notify the
government if they acquire a 1 percent or greater
stake in such companies. Currently, reporting is
mandated only for acquisitions of 10 percent or more.

The designated industries considered vital to Japan’s
national security include nuclear power, weapons
manufacturing, electric power, and railways. The
government's aim is to prevent the inappropriate
transfer of sensitive information abroad, thereby
safeguarding critical infrastructure and technology.
[Nippon.com]

The revision is part of the government’s broader
efforts to address vulnerabilities in Japan's economic
security framework. Concerns have been raised over
past investments, such as Chinese Tencent Holdings'
3.65 percent acquisition of Rakuten Group shares,
which fell below the current threshold and did not
require prior notification. The changes aim to prevent
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potential intelligence leaks and safeguard sensitive
industries.

Analysts note that these changes are expected to
particularly impact Chinese companies, especially
considering China's 2017 National Intelligence Law,
which mandates that Chinese organizations and
citizens support and cooperate with state intelligence
work. This has raised concerns about potential security
risks associated with Chinese investments in critical
industries. [The Mainichi]

The ruling Liberal Democratic Party (LDP) has voiced
support for tightening these regulations. The new rules
are expected to come into effect by mid-2025 following
a public consultation period. By lowering the
threshold, Japan seeks to enhance oversight and
protect industries crucial to its national interests,
particularly in light of increasing foreign influence in
strategic sectors. [Reuters]

Japan: Maritime Self-Defense Force to
equip vessels with Type 23 long-range
anti-aircraft missiles

(adi) The Japanese Ministry of Defense has allocated
USD 245.25 million in its 2025 budget to procure
domestically produced Type 23 long-range anti-aircraft
missiles. This funding will support the initial production
batches, with plans for future expansions.

The Type 23 missile is derived from the land-based
Type 03 medium-range surface-to-air missile (Chu-
SAM) and incorporates the upper stage of the Type 07
anti-submarine missile. This design approach allows
for component standardization, reducing both
development time and costs. The missile boasts a
maximum range of 100 to 120 kilometers and features
a guidance system comprising inertial navigation, flight
correction capabilities, and an active radar homing
seeker.

In addition to the 2025 allocation, the Ministry of
Defense had previously earmarked USD 167.25 million
in 2024 for the initial purchase of these missiles,
marking the commencement of serial production.
Concurrently, in 2023, the ministry initiated funding to
develop an enhanced version of the Type 23 missile
capable of intercepting ballistic and hypersonic threats.

This development project is scheduled to span from
2024 to 2030 and may involve collaboration with the
Japan Ground Self-Defense Force to upgrade the Type
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03 Kai missile for hypersonic target interception.
[Militarnyi]

In a separate development, the Japan Maritime Self-
Defense Force (JMSDF) announced the selection of the
V-BAT unmanned aircraft system (UAS), developed by
San Diego-based Shield Al, as its inaugural maritime-
based intelligence, surveillance, and reconnaissance
(ISR) platform. This strategic acquisition marks the
beginning of a planned multi-year procurement to
enhance the JMSDF's operational capabilities.

The V-BAT's unique ducted fan design enables vertical
takeoff and landing, allowing for launch and recovery
in confined spaces, making it ideally suited for
shipborne and austere environments. The system will
provide advanced ISR capabilities to JMSDF surface
vessels, reinforcing Japan's defense posture and
operational readiness in the Indo-Pacific region.

Shield Al, founded in 2015, is a venture-backed
defense technology company specializing in artificial
intelligence and autonomous systems. The company's
Al pilot, Hivemind, has been integrated into various
platforms, including jets and vertical takeoff and
landing drones, underscoring its expertise in
developing cutting-edge unmanned systems for
defense applications. [Navaltoday]

Mongolia: Government initiates
restructuring of state-owned enterprises

(fs) The Mongolian government is advancing measures
to consolidate state-owned enterprises (SOEs) under
two umbrella entities: mining companies under
Erdenes Mongol and non-mining companies under
Erches Mongol. Erdenes Mongol and Erches
Mongol are two state-owned enterprises in Mongolia
involved in managing the country’s natural resources
and overseeing strategic mineral assets.

This initiative aims to eliminate functional overlaps and
improve governance and transparency in SOEs.

The Parliament of Mongolia has endorsed the
discussion of a draft law, to improve the productivity,
transparency, and governance of state and locally
owned companies. The legislation outlines criteria for
establishing SOEs, limiting their formation to five key
sectors, including essential infrastructure and strategic
industries.

The Prime Minister emphasized the pressing need for
reform, noting that 44 percent of SOEs face
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governance crises due to politically influenced
appointments and inefficiencies. Mongolia has over
120 SOEs, but only ten generate 85 per cent of total
profits, while 43 operate at a loss.

The law is particularly significant since Mongolia’s
extractive sector, critical to its economy, heavily relies
on state-owned enterprises (SOEs) that manage
significant stakes in strategic mineral projects.
However, these SOEs face governance and
transparency challenges, as reflected in poor
performance on the Resource Governance Index and
incidents of corruption. [Natural Resource Governance
Institute]

Further deliberation of the law will continue during the
spring parliamentary session. [Bloomberg TV]

Mongolia: Bill proposed to reinstate
import duties on flour and wheat to
support domestic production

(fs) The Minister of Food, Agriculture, and Light
Industry, J. Enkhbayar, has introduced a bill to reinstate
import duties on flour and wheat, reversing a previous
exemption implemented during the last parliamentary
term.

The exemption was originally introduced to mitigate
the impact of severe winters in 2023-2024, which
caused damages amounting to approximately USD 1
billion in the livestock sector. This measure facilitated
the duty-free import of over 65,000 tons of flour and
animal feed, stabilizing the market during a critical
period.

However, the policy adversely affected local industries,
leading to a decline in wheat cultivation and the
closure of 3-4 flour mills, with additional closures
looming.

Enkhbayar emphasized that while the exemption
served its purpose during the crisis, reinstating import
duties is essential to revitalize domestic production.

As part of the national Food Revolution movement, 19
essential products are being prioritized for local
production. The government aims to support domestic
industries through improved policies and equipment
upgrades.

The bill is set to be discussed in the spring
parliamentary session, with a resolution expected
before the upcoming planting season. [News.mn]
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Mongolia: Draft law to enhance freedom
of assembly introduced

(fs) Mongolia's Minister of Justice and Internal Affairs,
Altangerel Oyunsaikhan submitted a draft law on the
Freedom of Assembly and Demonstration on January
24,

The proposed legislation aims to strengthen citizens'
rights to assemble, protest, and demonstrate on any
issue. The changes include abolishing the current
requirement for assembly permits, recognizing
spontaneous demonstrations as valid without prior
notification, and lifting restrictions on reporting and
informing about demonstrations.

The draft also shifts the authority to receive
notifications and manage assemblies from Governors
and political officeholders to law enforcement agencies
and relevant Governor's Offices, in an attempt to
ensure impartial oversight. [Montsame]

Mongolia: Poll reveals concerns about
media freedom among population

(fs) A recently released poll by the Center for Insights in
Survey Research of the Washington, D.C.-based
International Republican Institute's (IRI) highlights
Mongolians' economic concerns and skepticism about
media freedom while underscoring strong support for
democratic governance. [IRI]

The survey reveals that 61 percent of respondents
identify the cost of living, high prices, and
unemployment as the most pressing issues facing the
country, consistent with previous findings indicating
economic dissatisfaction. Regarding media freedom,
53 percent of respondents described the current state
as "somewhat bad" or "very bad," with 56 percent
expressing concerns about the media's lack of
independence in reporting freely.

Despite these challenges, 68 percent of respondents
believe democracy remains the best form of
government. [Akipress]

While Reporters Without Borders (RSF) recently
welcomed the draft law on press freedom introduced
in October by the Ministry of Justice, it cautioned that
various areas of the proposed legislation require
improvement. RSF also highlighted that Mongolia has
dropped 36 places in the RSF World Press Freedom
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Index since 2020, currently ranking 109th out of 180
countries and territories in 2024. [RSF]

In July, prominent Mongolian journalist Unurtsetseg
Naran was sentenced in a closed-door trial to four
years and nine months in prison on charges of
spreading false information, tax evasion, money
laundering, revealing personal secrets, and illegally
acquiring state secrets. Unurtsetseg is widely known
for her investigative reporting, which has included
exposing loan defaults at the Development Bank of
Mongolia, uncovering sexual abuse at a Buddhist
boarding school, and reporting on military violence.

Her conviction followed charges brought in June
against Bayarmaa Ayurzana, editor-in-chief of the
Mongolian online news platform Tac.mn, for allegedly
threatening to disseminate damaging information
about Mongolia’'s deputy prime minister. Bayarmaa,
who has reported on suspected embezzlement, faces
up to eight years in prison if convicted (see AiR No. 30,
July/2024, 4).

Mongolia: Rio Tinto proposes USD 295
million settlement to resolve
longstanding tax dispute

(fs) Rio Tinto, one of the world's largest multinational
mining corporations, has proposed a USD 295 million
payment to the Government of Mongolia to resolve a
protracted tax dispute related to the Oyu Tolgoi
project. The dispute pertains to tax issues from 2013 to
2020.

In December 2024, Rio Tinto's Copper Group Chief
Executive Kathleen Jackson sent a letter to Mongolia’s
Minister of Industry and Mining Ts. Tuvaa presenting
the settlement offer. The proposal includes Rio Tinto
waiving claims associated with MNT 814 billion
(approximately USD 285 million) in tax assessments
and allocating an additional USD 10 million for accrued
interest and penalties.

The settlement attempt comes after Rio Tinto agreed
in 2022 to cancel USD 2.4 billion in debt owed by the
Mongolian government.

The mine, located in the Gobi Desert, has been
operational since 2012 and is jointly owned by
Mongolia's government (34 percent) and Turquoise Hill
Resources (66 percent), of which Rio Tinto controls 51
per cent.
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This development follows recent reports of Rio Tinto's
discussions with Glencore, a multinational commodity
trading and mining company, regarding a potential
USD 260 billion merger, underscoring the proposal's
strategic timing and significance. [Bloomberg TV]
[Reuters]

Mongolia: Ulaanbaatar tram project
advances, aims to ease traffic congestion
by 2030

(fs) The Ulaanbaatar Tram Project, designed to alleviate
traffic congestion in Mongolia's capital, is progressing,
with 20 percent of the project completed.

Project Director B. Anu-Ujin announced on January 23
that the initiative is currently focused on research,
feasibility studies, and design development.
[Montsame]

Mongolia: Ulaanbaatar announces
international tender for city’s first
highway to ease traffic congestion

(fs) An international tender for the construction of
Ulaanbaatar's first highway, the Tuul Expressway, was
announced by Mayor Khishgeegiin Nyambaatar on
January 26 in an effort to reduce traffic congestion.

The planned six-lane, signal-free, intersection-free
highway will span 32 kilometers from the Bayanzurkh
Bridge to the safety roundabout in Songinokhairkhan
District, connecting to western provinces. Construction
is set to begin in April 2025, with completion
anticipated in May 2027.

Nyambaatar highlighted the urgency of addressing
congestion, noting that Ulaanbaatar residents
collectively spent approximately USD 900 million on
time and fuel in 2024 due to traffic, a figure projected
to exceed USD 1 billion by 2030.

The Tuul Expressway, part of a broader initiative to
develop second-tier roads, aims to increase average
vehicle speeds by 13.5 percent, improve transit
capacity for routes like Darkhan and Zamiin-Uud, and
reduce congestion on main and secondary roads by
10-20 per cent.

The project affects 36 land parcels, with compensation
and relocation arranged under the Law on Reducing
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Ulaanbaatar's Traffic Congestion and Upgrading Ger
Districts to Housing. [Sonin]

North Korea: Supreme People’s Assembly
convenes without signaling policy change
towards South Korea

(mc) The Supreme People's Assembly (SPA), North
Korea's parliament, met earlier this week to discuss the
country's 2024 achievements and approve the 2025
budget, but no announcements were made on
constitutional amendments that would escalate
hostility toward South Korea, state media reported.

The Korean Central News Agency (KCNA) also did not
confirm that North Korean leader Kim Jong Un
attended the sessions and did not announce any major
foreign policy plans, including strategies for
engagement with the new US administration under
President Donald Trump.

During the two-day session, the SPA swore in the new
prime minister and approved a state budget aimed at
strengthening national defense capabilities, reflecting
a 3.8 percent increase in spending compared to the
previous year. However, specific details on defense
spending were not provided. The parliament also
approved amendments to change the names of the
supreme court and the attorney general's office.

The SPA's previous session in 2024 amended the
constitution to define South Korea as an “enemy state,
leading experts in the South to expect further
constitutional changes that could justify aggressive
military actions. However, no such development was
announced at the last session. [Reuters]

"

The session was also silent on any position toward the
new US government under President Donald Trump,
leading observers to suggest that Kim may pursue as
wait-and-see approach, waiting for Trump to take
effective efforts to return to the two leaders’
"bromance" that saw three occasions face-to-face
summits during Trump's first term. [DW]

North Korea: Strategic cruise missile
tested

(mc) North Korea test-fired a sea-to-surface strategic
cruise missile on January 25, marking its first missile
launch since the start of US President Donald Trump's
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second term. According to the Korean Central News
Agency (KCNA), the launch was part of efforts to
strengthen national defense capabilities and enhance
the country's readiness against potential threats.
[KCNA]

The missile reportedly traveled 1,500 kilometers on
complex trajectories, including elliptical and figure-
eight trajectories, for 7,500 seconds before hitting their
targets with pinpoint accuracy.

The South Korean military confirmed the missile
launch, noting that multiple cruise missiles were
detected firing from inland toward the Yellow Sea.
Intelligence officials from South Korea and the United
States are analyzing the details of the test.

Images shared by KCNA show that the missiles used a
cold launch method, a technology typically associated
with vertical launch systems on submarines and
warships. This indicates North Korea's continued
efforts to equip its naval vessels with advanced tactical
strike capabilities. [Yonhap News Agency]

South Korea: Suspended President Yoon
indicted for insurrection

(jb) Suspended President Yoon Suk-yeol was indicted
on January 26 on allegations of planning and executing
an insurrection through his failed imposition of martial
law on December 3, making him the first sitting South
Korean president to be indicted while detained.

The prosecution, which repeatedly requested the court
to extend Yoon's detention in the Seoul Detention
Center to allow them time and the opportunity to
question him, was denied twice. [AA]

According to law, the accused must be indicted before
the end of the detention period, or they will be
released. However, the prosecution was able to indict
Yoon a day before his detention was set to end, leaving
only two days to prove Yoon's guilt in court without the
chance to question him, before he is released.

The current indictment is only on charges of
insurrection and not of abuse of authority, the pursuit
of which has since been dropped. Yoon stands indicted
for leading an insurrection with the help of top security
officials such as the former Defense Minister, for
ordering martial law troops to storm the National
Assembly building and for ordering the arrest of
lawmakers including the National Assembly speaker
Woo Won-shik. [The Korea Times 1]
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The prosecutors are wary of Yoon's team possibly
destroying evidence, which has pushed them to act
swiftly in their indictment. The Corruption Investigation
Office for High-Ranking Officials, which previously led
the investigation into Yoon's role in the insurrection
since December 8, is not vested with the power to
indict a president and thereby transferred the case to
the prosecution on January 23, along with investigation
documents totaling 30,000 pages in 69 books. Despite
the CIO questioning Yoon for hours, a lack of
confession and compliance with the investigation along
with the nearing deadline for indictment pushed them
to transfer the case to the prosecution. [The Korea
Times 2]

Yoon's legal team maintains that the prosecution is
simply doing the CIO’s bidding by handing over the
power to indict Yoon. The ruling PPP has called the
indictment “sloppy”, promising the prosecution that
they will pay for their lack of legal and political
responsibility, while the main opposition DP has
warned the President and his legal team to respect
court decorum and comply with the court proceedings.
[Yonhap News Agency]

South Korea: Treatment of President Yoon
during impeachment trial criticized

(jb) The Corruption Investigation Office for High-
Ranking Officials (ClO) has faced criticism from both
supporters of detained President Yoon Suk-yeol and
his legal team for allegedly subjecting him to harsh
conditions during his impeachment trial at the
Constitutional Court.

Yoon, who has been held in solitary confinement at the
Seoul Detention Center, has been prohibited by the
ClO from sending and receiving letters, adding to an
existing ban on visitors. Despite Yoon's repeated
attempts to evade court summons and his blanket
denial of all charges, his legal team has argued that
these restrictions were discriminatory exceeding the
measures imposed on former Presidents Park Geun-
hye and Lee Myung-bak, who faced charges of
corruption and bribery, respectively.

Yoon's lawyers have consistently claimed that the
measures imposed since his first court summons
earlier this month are intended to humiliate him in a
politically motivated power play. They point to video
footage showing the president in handcuffs and
surrounded by police and prosecutors as evidence of
this alleged mistreatment. [Reuters]
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The CIO, for its part, has continuously cited the need to
prevent destruction of evidence and Yoon's lack of
compliance in the impeachment proceedings as their
primary reason for acting swiftly and rigorously. [The
Chosun Daily]

South Korea: Poll for next president
shows leader of main opposition party in
significant lead

(fn) While the impeachment trial of suspended
President Yoon Suk-yeol is ongoing at the
Constitutional Court, political campaigns for the
country’s next leadership are already underway.

Lee Jae-myung, the leader of the main opposition
Democratic Party (DP), is currently the most popular
candidate for the anticipated upcoming presidential
election, with 31 percent support in a recent poll.
However, Lee’s eligibility to run may be jeopardized if a
suspended jail sentence handed down in November
for election law violations is upheld. The ruling on his
case is expected in late March.

According to a K-stat Research poll, the next most
popular candidates are Labor Minister Kim Moon-soo
with 15 percent, Daegu Mayor Hong Joon-pyo with 11
percent, Seoul Mayor Oh Se-hoon with 8 percent,
former presidential candidate Yoo Seong-min with 7
percent, and former People Power Party leader Han
Dong-hoon with 7 percent. [The Korea Herald]

For a discussion on a “drastic’ reform of the country
and changes in foreign policy, should Lee become the
next president, see Karl Friedhoff at [East Asia Forum]
who cautions that a return of Yoon to office “would
likely set off massive protests, creating even more
gridlock and uncertainty domestically, though it might
smooth the immediate direction of South Korea's
foreign policy.”

South Korea: Birth rate expected to rise
for first time in nine years

(mc) South Korea's birth rate is on track to increase for
the first time in nearly a decade. Data released by the
Interior Ministry on January 22nd shows a 3 per cent
increase in the number of newborns between January
and November compared to the same period in 2023.
The country recorded 220,094 births during this
period, reversing a downward trend exacerbated by


https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-sjikkjl-l-ur/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-sjikkjl-l-ur/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-sjikkjl-l-uy/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-sjikkjl-l-uj/

the COVID-19 pandemic, which delayed marriages and
thus births.

In 2023, South Korea reported the lowest global
fertility rate of 0.72, marking the eighth consecutive
year of decline. However, in the first 11 months of
2024, the number of marriages increased by 13.5
percent to 199,903, marking the largest annual
increase since 1980. This rebound is significant as
marriages in South Korea usually take place before
birth, with a one-to-two-year delay due to social norms
that still largely oppose out-of-wedlock births.

In June 2024, President Yoon Suk Yeol declared a
“national demographic emergency” and launched
policies to combat the low birth rate (see AiR No. 26,
June/2024, 4). These included fiscal incentives, such as
a one-off KRW 500,000 (approximately USD 350) tax
break for couples getting married between 2024 and
2026, and discussions for broader strategies to
address the problem. [Reuters]

South Korea: Industry ministry surveys
global trade anticipating export
challenges

(jb) The Ministry of Trade, Industry and Energy (MOTIE)
announced on January 22 that it will be observing
global trade in anticipation of an economic slowdown
owing to lower demand for technological products and
fewer working days in January. [The Korea Times]

While the vice minister reported that average trade
volume was noted to be consistent, the trade minister
has voiced concerns for trade activity citing the newly
sworn in Trump administration’s protectionist trade
policies. The trade minister met with the Korea
International Trade Association to discuss methods to
support export companies in the face of potential low
demands for semiconductors and automobiles among
other exports. MOTIE also sent a delegation to meet
the Office of the US Trade Representative to secure
communication lines for future meetings and trade
negotiations. [The Korea Times]

Trump, who launched the President’s Council of
Advisors on Science and Technology, issued a
Presidential Directive on January 23 to push for
localized research and development of drones (UAVs)
and Al technology while also rebooting the National
Quantum Initiative Act of 2018. This action aims to
make the US eventually self-sufficient in developing
and operating superconducting quantum technology,
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possibly impacting semiconductor chip trade prospects
for South Korea. [The White House]

The National Quantum Initiative Act also looks at a
comprehensive overhaul of the workforce through
specialized training and education that would
eventually create a workforce that can develop
quantum computing chips to meet domestic demands
in the US. [Quantum.gov]

South Korea’s SK Hynix and Samsung Electronics,
which manufacture semiconductor chips which are
exported to the US among other countries, received a
bumper package of KRW 26 trillion (approximately USD
19 billion) from the Finance Ministry in May 2024 to
boost the chip industry in hopes of improving exports
and to eke out an edge against Taiwanese chipmaker
TSMC. Semiconductor chips are South Korea's largest
export, with US-bound tech exports alone reaching a
new annual high by nearly 32 percent, to the tune of
USD 29.6 billion [Bloomberg] [Ministry of Trade,
Industry and Energy 1]

The trade minister also recently met the US Secretary
of Energy and the US Trade representative, among
other top brass, on January 13 to discuss strengthening
bilateral trade relations despite looming political
uncertainty. [Ministry of Trade, Industry and Energy 2]

South Korea: Economic sentiment index
improves despite political crisis

(jb) The Bank of Korea’'s (BOK's) January survey of
business and consumerism revealed that the
composite business sentiment index (CBSI), comprising
the manufacturing and non-manufacturing sector
indices, has dropped by 1.4 points to 85.9 but
predicted a rise by 2.5 points for February.

The survey, which involved 3524 corporations,
considers business owners’ sentiments and predictions
about the current market, systematizing it into what
the BOK calls “business conditions”.

While manufacturing business conditions declined
from July 2024's 78 points to January’'s 62, the decline
was noted to be gradual and not sudden as a result of
the ongoing political crisis. This has given some hope
for improvement in economic activity.

Further, the economic sentiment index, which is
composed of the CBSI and the consumer sentiment
index (CSI) taken from a survey of consumer opinions,
shot up by 3.4 points to 86.7. The BOK's benchmark is
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100 points, with any score below 100 marking a
degradation and any score above 100 marking an
improvement in economic conditions. The indices not
only take into account entrepreneur and consumer
opinions but also note sales and profitability statistics
to draw up a composite score.

The improvement in economic sentiment nevertheless
comes at a time of increased agitation and uncertainty
surrounding President Yoon's impeachment trial and
the new Trump administration, whose economic
policies and tariff imposition decisions remain
uncertain now. [The Korea Times] [Bank of Korea -
Economic Research Institute]

South Korea: Court hands down arrest
warrants against suspects of courthouse
riot

(jb) Following the outbreak of violent protests at the
Seoul Western District Court during President Yoon
Suk-yeol's appearance for a hearing, the court issued
arrest warrants for 56 of the 58 individuals accused of
rioting on January 19.

The protest outside the Seoul Western District Court
escalated into violence as demonstrators stormed the
premises, vandalized public property, and injured
police officers on duty, creating significant chaos. This
led to several arrests. These incidents are part of a
series of similar clashes involving supporters of oon,
including a recent case where two protesters were
arrested for assaulting police officers during a pro-
Yoon rally in Seoul. [Yonhap News Agency]

Acting President Choi Sang-mok expressed regret over
the situation and assured that top judges handling
Yoon's cases would be placed under police protection.

He also directed the deployment of a police task force
to guard various national institutions across the city, as
the President is scheduled to attend multiple hearings
(AiR No. 3, January/2025, 3). [The Korea Times]

South Korea: Arms exports projected to
recover in 2025 after two years of decline

(mc) South Korea's arms exports are expected to
rebound in 2025, with the government targeting sales
of at least USD 20 billion after two consecutive years of
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decline, according to Defense Acquisition Program
Administration (DAPA) officials.

The country exported USD 9.5 billion worth of arms in
2024, a significant drop from the record USD 13.5
billion in 2023 and USD 17.3 billion in 2022. Although
DAPA set an ambitious target of USD 20 billion in 2024,
it failed to meet this target.

DAPA officials are optimistic about reaching over USD
23 billion in arms exports this year, supported by key
deals such as the ongoing defense partnership with
Poland and a USD 1 billion deal with Saudi Arabia.

As part of its long-term strategy, South Korea aims to
achieve a 5 percent share of the global arms export
market and become the world's fourth largest defense
exporter by 2027. [Investing.com] [Yonhap News
Agency]

Taiwan: Legislative revote on recall bill
looms

(ce/dgl) The Cabinet announced it will request the
Legislature to hold a revote on amendments to the
Public Officials Election and Recall Act, passed in
December with the votes of the oppositions parties,
the Kuomingtang and the Taiwan People’s Party.
Premier Cho Jung-tai approved the decision during a
meeting at the Executive Yuan of January 24, and the
request will require presidential approval before
proceeding.

The Cabinet described the amendments as "difficult to
implement," arguing that the increased thresholds for
recall petitions excessively restricted the public's right
to recall elected officials and imposed significant
burdens on local election authorities.

The amendments proposed by the KMT and supported
by TPP include stricter requirements for recall
petitions, such as submitting photocopies of
identification cards. They also introduce penalties of
up to five years in prison or fines of up to NTD 1 million
(approximately USD 30,600) for using false or forged
identification. Currently, only ID numbers and
registered addresses are required for recall petitions, a
process critics claim has been misused. Premier Cho
also voiced concern over the timing of the bill's
submission, highlighting that the provisions had not
been subjected to full review and deliberation in the
legislature. [Taipei Times 1]
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This marks the third time the Cabinet has requested a
legislative revote to overturn bills, following two prior
unsuccessful attempts. [Focus Taiwan]

The Cabinet's request for a revote is now pending
formal approval from President Lai Ching-te. If
granted, the Legislature will reconsider the bill, though
the outcome remains uncertain due to opposition
parties holding the majority. [Taiwan Wire Service]

In a separate announcement a day earlier, the Cabinet
disclosed that it is considering requesting a legislative
revote on the central government’s 2025 budget plan
to reverse significant opposition-endorsed spending
cuts (see AR No. 3, January/2025, 3). The NTD 2.92
trillion (USD 89.15 billion) budget, passed on January
21, includes NTD 207.6 billion (USD 6.3 billion) in cuts—
approximately 6.6 percent of the Cabinet's original
proposal.

Cho criticized the reductions and budget freezes as
measures that would "paralyze government
operations" and cause "immeasurable damage" to the
nation. [Taipei Times 2]

Taiwan: Contentious amendments to
Constitutional Court Procedure Act
promulgated

(dqgl) President Lai Ching-te has promulgated
amendments to the Constitutional Court Procedure Act
raising the thresholds for rulings.

Lai signed the amendments into law on January 23,
though he criticized them for potentially disrupting
court operations, undermining judicial authority, and
violating the separation of powers. Lai has called for a
Constitutional Court ruling on their constitutionality.

Lai's move came after his ruling Democratic
Progressive Party (DPP) recently petitioned the
Constitutional Court to block and revoke the
amendments. The measures, passed by the opposition
Kuomintang (KMT) and Taiwan People's Party (TPP)
majority in a revote requested by the Cabinet, require
at least ten justices to hear and rule on cases and nine
justices to declare a legal provision unconstitutional.
However, the court currently has only eight justices, as
the Legislature rejected Lai's seven nominees to
replace those whose terms ended in October 2024.

Previously, two-thirds of all sitting justices were
needed for hearings, with rulings determined by a
simple majority vote.
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Critics, including the DPP and civil society groups, view
the amendments as an opposition-led attempt to
paralyze the Constitutional Court, which oversees
public petitions and disputes among government
branches. In contrast, KMT and TPP lawmakers argue
the changes will ensure more rigorous judicial reviews
and prevent cases from being decided by a small
number of justices. [Focus Taiwan]

Taiwan: Homegrown sniper rifles to be
delivered in June

(ce/dql) The military is reportedly set to begin receiving
deliveries of the domestically developed T112 heavy
sniper rifles by the end of June. Originally scheduled
for delivery last year, the rifles were delayed due to
material procurement issues, leading to a revised
production timeline.

Weighing 12 kilograms, the T112 features a bolt-action
mechanism, a 10-round magazine, and an effective
range of 2,000 meters, making it ideal for long-range
precision targeting. Developed by Taiwan's 205th
Factory under the Armaments Bureau, the T112 is the
first high-precision heavy weapon system produced
domestically.

Prior to this, such rifles were imported due to the
challenging precision requirements and limited military
demand. [Taiwan News]

Taiwan: Retired Army Lieutenant General
indicted for national security violations
and pro-China activities

(cw/dql) Retired Army Lieutenant General Kao An-kuo
has been indicted for violating the National Security
Act. Prosecutors are seeking severe prison sentences,
accusing Kao, along with five others, of leading a pro-
China group and collaborating with People’s Liberation
Army (PLA) intelligence to organize internal support for
a potential Chinese invasion of Taiwan.

The group is believed to have recruited active and
retired military personnel to gather classified
information, conduct surveillance on military assets,
and use drones to simulate surveillance of military
radar vehicles and exercises, reporting findings to the
Chinese Communist Party (CCP).
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Kao and his associates are also accused of working
with Chinese intelligence agents, receiving funding
from China to establish armed internal support
organizations in Taiwan. [Taiwan News]

Constitutional Law and

-Politics, Human Rights

and National Security in
South Asia

Bangladesh: Election delays, economic
woes, and political reforms stir national
debate

(Im) Bangladesh is grappling with a complex mix of
electoral, economic, and political challenges following
the student-led mass uprising that ousted Prime
Minister Sheikh Hasina in August 2024.

Chief Election Commissioner (CEC) AMM Nasir Uddin
warned that holding local government elections before
parliamentary polls could delay national elections
beyond the interim government'’s target of late 2025 or
early 2026. He emphasized that logistical hurdles, such
as constituency delimitation and voter registration,
complicate preparations. Nasir also criticized proposed
reforms by the Electoral Reform Commission, arguing
they could undermine the Election Commission’s (EC)
independence and compromise the integrity of future
elections. [The Daily Star 1] [The Daily Star 2]

The reforms include placing the EC under
parliamentary oversight, transferring voter registration
duties to a separate body, and creating an
independent authority for constituency delimitation.
Nasir warned that such changes could invite political
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interference and weaken the EC's constitutional
mandate. Despite these concerns, the EC is pressing
ahead with voter registration and preliminary election
preparations while awaiting finalized electoral
regulations. [The Daily Star 3]

Meanwhile, interim leader Muhammad Yunus
reiterated his commitment to overseeing free and fair
elections, dismissing speculation about his political
ambitions. Speaking at the World Economic Forum in
Davos, Yunus criticized Hasina's economic legacy,
labeling it as "fake growth" that exacerbated wealth
inequality. Yunus, appointed by the student-led
movement, has prioritized inclusivity and fairness over
traditional economic metrics like GDP growth.
Bangladesh has formally requested Hasina's
extradition from India, where she fled following her
ouster. [The Daily Star 4]

Economic challenges remain a key concern for the
interim administration. Unemployment, a major driver
of the mass uprising, has worsened, with 2.66 million
people seeking jobs as of September 2024—a six
percent increase from the previous year. Educated
individuals constitute 87 percent of the unemployed,
highlighting the disconnect between the country's
education system and job market. Despite being the
world's second-largest garment exporter, Bangladesh
struggles to provide opportunities for university
graduates. The interim government, under Yunus, is
focusing on tax reforms and public sector hiring, but
its efforts fall short of addressing the growing demand
for jobs, with 700,000 graduates entering the labor
market annually.

Foreign investment has also plunged, dropping to USD
177 million between July and November 2024
compared to USD 614 million during the same period
under Hasina's leadership. Analysts attribute the
sluggish pace of governance and economic uncertainty
to the interim administration's transitional nature. The
Dhaka Chamber of Commerce and Industry has urged
the government to launch youth-focused initiatives,
including entrepreneurship loans, to tackle the
unemployment crisis. [The Daily Star 5]

Bangladesh: Tensions emerge between
BNP and student leaders over
government neutrality

(Im) A growing rift between student leaders of last
year's mass uprising, which ousted then-Prime Minister
Sheikh Hasina, and the Bangladesh Nationalist Party
(BNP) has sparked a public debate over the interim
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government's neutrality in managing the upcoming
elections. This tension underscores broader political
challenges as the country prepares for parliamentary
polls.

The controversy began with BNP Secretary General
Mirza Fakhrul Islam Alamgir's statement suggesting the
need for a neutral government if the current interim
administration cannot ensure credible elections.
Fakhrul's remarks were met with criticism from interim
government advisers, many of whom were prominent
figures in the student-led uprising.

Information and Broadcasting Adviser Nahid Islam
accused Fakhrul of alluding to the creation of another
1/11-style caretaker government, referencing the
military-backed administration of 2007 that ruled amid
political unrest. Nahid argued that such suggestions
risk perpetuating political instability and foreign
influence. Youth and Sports Adviser Asif Mahmud Sajib
Bhuiyan added that any political ambitions of current
advisers would only be pursued after their tenure,
condemning external interference in the government's
operations. [The Daily Star 1]

The tension prompted Law Adviser Asif Nazrul to call
for unity between the uprising's leaders and the BNP,
warning that divisions could embolden Awami League
(AL) leaders and destabilize the political landscape.
Nazrul dismissed rumors of advisers and student
leaders going into hiding, emphasizing that such
speculation only served to empower the AL. He
stressed the importance of the “July Proclamation,” a
political document designed to reflect the collective
vision of the uprising'’s forces, and called for a greater
election-centric consensus.

BNP leader Fakhrul, speaking at the Jatiya Press Club,
reaffirmed his stance on government neutrality,
criticizing delays in election preparations and warning
against empowering anti-democratic forces. However,
mass uprising leaders defended the interim
government, emphasizing its distinction from past
caretaker regimes and rejecting claims of bias. [The
Daily Star 2]

Bangladesh: Rising crime and stalled
police reforms challenge interim
government

(Im) Bangladesh's interim government faces increasing
pressure to address escalating crime rates and
implement meaningful reforms in its law enforcement
system. Public trust in security agencies has eroded
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significantly, exacerbated by the mass uprising of
August 2024, which ousted Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina but left law enforcement weakened and
struggling to rebuild operational capacity.

Crime statistics reveal a troubling trend. Murders in
Dhaka rose from 119 in August 2024 to 148 in
September 2024, while mugging incidents nearly
doubled in the same period. Social media amplifies
fears, with citizens reporting widespread harassment,
mob violence, and attacks on minorities.

Public frustration is compounded by the Ministry of
Home Affairs' perceived inability to restore order.
Despite joint operations by law enforcement agencies,
critics highlight the ministry's failure to hold its forces
accountable for lapses, including letting key
perpetrators escape justice and inadequately
addressing crimes against marginalized groups. [The
Daily Star 1]

Home Adviser Lt Gen (retd) Jahangir Alam Chowdhury
acknowledged the ongoing challenges during a recent
inspection of Dhaka Central Jail in Keraniganj. He
admitted that incidents of mugging, extortion, and
murder continue across the country, including in
Dhaka. Chowdhury noted that while arrests are being
made, many offenders reoffend after their release. He
also revealed that around 700 inmates who escaped
during the uprising remain at large, although most
have been recaptured. Efforts to apprehend the
remaining fugitives are ongoing. The adviser conceded
that while police manpower is adequate, their
motivation may have declined, and steps are being
taken to reinvigorate the force. [The Daily Star 2]

The interim government, which came to power
promising sweeping reforms, formed a commission to
draft proposals by January 15, 2025, aimed at
overhauling the police force. The commission's
recommendations included restricting the use of force
and potentially abolishing the paramilitary Rapid
Action Battalion (RAB). However, the Home Adviser
admitted that the report has not yet been finalized,
emphasizing that systemic changes take time.
Meanwhile, superficial measures, such as introducing
new police uniforms in "iron," RAB uniforms in "olive
green," and Ansar uniforms in "wheat gold," have
drawn criticism for failing to address deeper issues like
corruption, human rights abuses, and lack of
professionalism [see AIR No. 3, January/2025, 3]. [The
Daily Star 3]
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Bangladesh: Dhaka University and seven
affiliated colleges part ways

(Im) Eight years after their re-affiliation, Dhaka
University (DU) - Bangladesh's oldest and largest
university - and its seven affiliated colleges have
decided to sever ties. No new students will be admitted
to these colleges under DU for the 2024-25 academic
session, but existing students will continue their
studies under DU’s administration. [The Daily Star 1]

This decision follows increasing pressure from
students of the seven affiliated colleges. These
students had earlier issued a four-hour ultimatum,
demanding the fulfillment of six key demands,
including the establishment of an independent
university separate from DU. They also called for an
official apology from DU for recent clashes, the
resignation of Pro-Vice Chancellor Mamun Ahmed, and
action against those responsible for a police assault on
a Dhaka College student. Further demands included a
high-level meeting involving the chief adviser,
education officials, and student representatives to
resolve the issues, as well as the reopening of city
corporation roads on the DU campus to the public.

The ultimatum followed violent clashes on the night of
January 26 between DU and affiliated college students.
While initially planning a city blockade, students
canceled this program, citing public suffering.
However, they set a 4 p.m. deadline for their demands
to be met, threatening more intensive action if their
grievances were not addressed. [The Daily Star 2]
[UNB]

Bangladesh: Anti-corruption body
investigates alleged irregularities in EVM
procurement

(Im) The Anti-Corruption Commission (ACC) has
initiated an investigation into alleged irregularities in
the procurement of Electronic Voting Machines (EVMs)
by the Election Commission (EC). A three-member ACC
team recently visited the EC office, following claims
that substandard machines were purchased at inflated
prices.

The investigation stems from the procurement of
150,000 EVMs in 2018, of which 1,500 were reportedly
non-functional. During their visit, the ACC team
inspected three EVMs stored at the EC office, finding
one defective and the other two operational. The EC
currently stores 618 EVMs at its headquarters, 86,000
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at the Bangladesh Machine Tools Factory (BMTF), and
62,000 across regional offices.

This probe coincides with broader allegations of
misconduct during the December 30, 2018, national
elections, in which opposition parties accused
authorities of ballot-box stuffing the night before
election day. Reports from Transparency International
Bangladesh (TIB) and Shushashoner Jonno Nagorik
(Shujan) highlighted discrepancies, including evidence
of ballot-stamping and voter turnout anomalies, with
100 percent turnout recorded in 213 polling stations
and 90-99 percent turnout in 7,689 centers.

The ACC's investigation also involves a five-member
team tasked with examining the roles of key figures,
including former Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina, police
and RAB chiefs, and returning officers, in alleged
election-related irregularities. [The Daily Star]

Bangladesh: Court halts recruitment of
3,534 candidates under Technical
Education Board

(Im) The High Court (HC) of Bangladesh has
temporarily stayed the recruitment of 3,534 candidates
for junior instructor (Tech) and physical education
instructor positions (10th grade) under the Technical
Education Board for three months. The HC bench also
issued a rule asking relevant government authorities to
explain why the appointments should not be annulled
due to alleged irregularities in the recruitment process.

The recruitment results, announced by the Public
Service Commission (PSC) in November last year, had
recommended appointments in 44 categories across
polytechnic institutes and technical schools and
colleges. The candidates were expected to join on
January 29. However, the HC order prevents them from
assuming their positions.

The ruling followed a writ petition filed by 18
candidates challenging the legality of the recruitment
process. The petitioners alleged fraud, claiming that
the final selection was based solely on MCQ and viva
tests without any written examination, raising
questions about fairness and transparency. [The Daily
Star]

Bangladesh: ICT finds evidence of RAB
shooting from helicopter; arrest warrant
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issued for ex-DG

(Im) An investigation by the International Crimes
Tribunal (ICT) agency has uncovered preliminary
evidence implicating the paramilitary elite Rapid Action
Battalion (RAB) in using helicopters to fire on
protesters during the July-August 2024 mass uprising
that resulted in the ouster of then-Prime Minister
Sheikh Hasina. Following these findings, the tribunal
issued an arrest warrant for Md Harun-or-Rashid, the
former director general (DG) of RAB, who allegedly
orchestrated the attacks.

The ICT is a special judicial body in Bangladesh
established in 2010 to investigate and prosecute
individuals accused of committing war crimes,
genocide, and crimes against humanity during the
country's Liberation War in 1971. Against the backdrop
of the last year's mass uprising, its mandate has
expanded to include an investigating into serious
crimes that took place during the uprising.

The tribunal, led by Justice Md Golam Mortuza
Mazumder, directed authorities to update the court on
the investigation's progress by March 23. If Harun is
arrested before then, he must be presented to the
tribunal immediately. Prosecutors accused Harun of
planning and authorizing violent actions, including
firing on civilians, torturing and detaining protesters,
and using RAB vehicles to harm demonstrators. They
argued that Harun, as DG, failed to prevent or punish
these actions, making him accountable under
command responsibility.

RAB initially denied using helicopters to fire shots,
claiming only tear gas and sound grenades were
deployed during the protests. However, the death of a
20-year-old women, who was fatally shot while
observing a RAB helicopter from her balcony,
contradicted these claims. Witnesses alleged the fatal
shot originated from the helicopter.

As of now, the tribunal has issued arrest warrants for
96 individuals, including former Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina, her cabinet members, and law enforcement
personnel. Efforts to locate Harun's whereabouts are
ongoing, with law enforcement responsible for his
apprehension.

In a related development, the tribunal granted
permission to interrogate two RAB officers regarding
their alleged involvement in burning protesters' bodies
during the uprising. [The Daily Star]
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Bangladesh: Independent madrasa
teachers continue protests despite police
crackdown

(Im) Teachers from independent Ebtedayee madrasas
in Bangladesh have intensified their demonstrations,
demanding the nationalization of their institutions and
pushing for a six-point agenda. The protests, which
have been ongoing for several years, escalated
recently after police used batons and water cannons to
disperse a march toward the Chief Adviser's Office on
January 23. The clashes left several teachers injured,
with at least five requiring treatment at a hospital.

Ebtedayee madrasas are primary-level Islamic
educational institutions governed by Bangladesh's
madrasa board. These schools combine foundational
religious studies with general education. Unlike
government-supported primary schools, Ebtedayee
madrasas are privately managed, facing significant
challenges such as limited funding and lack of
institutional support.

The demonstrators are organized under the banner of
"Swatantra Ebtedayee Madrasa Shikkhak Oikyojote,"
which translates to the "Independent Ebtedayee
Madrasa Teachers’ Unity Platform." This platform
represents educators advocating for equal recognition
and support from the government, particularly in
terms of nationalization and funding parity with
primary schools.

Their key demands include the nationalization of all
registered Ebtedayee madrasas, accountability for
police actions during the protest, and alignment with
the status of government primary schools. A meeting
with education ministry officials has yet to yield any
concrete resolution, leaving the teachers resolute in
continuing their protest. [The Daily Star 1] [The Daily
Star 2]

Bangladesh: Chittagong University
suspends 84 Awami League-affiliated
students

(vk) Chittagong University (CU) authorities have
suspended 84 students for alleged involvement in
attacks on students and a journalist during the mass
uprising last year, which resulted in the ouster of then-
Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina in early August. The
decision targets students affiliated with the recently
banned Chhatra League, the student wing of the
Hasina’'s Awami League party.
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The mass uprising incidents reportedly included
assaults on student protesters, searches, and physical
violence by Chhatra League members. Allegations also
surfaced of a bomb attack on a teacher's residence
and the targeted beating of the movement's central
coordinator on a campus shuttle train. Additionally, a
journalist claimed he was assaulted while covering the
movement.

The university has warned that further investigations
may lead to expulsions for severe offenses. However,
CU has not yet disclosed the suspension duration or
specific academic details of those involved. [The Daily
Star]

Bangladesh: More than 4,800 migrant
workers' bodies repatriated in 2024,
deaths remain unexplained

(vk) The number of deceased Bangladeshi migrant
workers repatriated reached a record high in 2024,
with 4,813 corpses received at the country’s airports,
marking an increase from 4,552 in 2023. According to
statistics from the Wage Earners' Welfare Board
(WEWB), the number of such repatriations has risen
annually since 2021.

The Gulf region, the primary destination for
Bangladeshi workers, remains a focal point for these
fatalities. However, the precise causes of death often
remain unexplained, with "heart attack" commonly
cited in death certificates issued by host countries.
Experts point to unsafe working conditions,
substandard accommodations, long working hours,
and malnutrition as contributing factors. Additionally,
many workers face significant stress from trying to
recoup migration costs.

Since 1993, WEWB has recorded 56,769 deaths of
Bangladeshi migrant workers. Between July 2016 and
June 2022, 67.4 percent of these deaths occurred in six
Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC) countries: Saudi
Arabia, the United Arab Emirates (UAE), Oman, Kuwait,
Qatar, and Bahrain. Saudi Arabia accounted for the
highest. [The Daily Star]

Bangladesh: Court extends probe deadline
for prominent journalist murder case for
116th time
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(Im) A Dhaka court has extended the deadline for
submitting the investigation report on the 2012
murders of journalist couple Sagar Sarowar and
Meherun Runi to March 2, marking the 116th
extension since the case began.

The murders occurred on February 11, 2012, with
Sagar Sarowar serving as Maasranga TV's news editor
and Meherun Runi as a senior reporter at ATN Bangla.
Their five-year-old son was present in their home
during the incident. The case, initially filed by Runi's
brother at Sher-e-Bangla Police Station, has since
passed through multiple investigative agencies,
including the Detective Branch and the paramilitary
elite Rapid Action Battalion (RAB). The Police Bureau of
Investigation (PBI) assumed responsibility for the case
in November last year, and was last directed to submit
its findings on December 23, 2024.

On September 30 last year, the High Court (HC)
expressed serious concerns over the failure of the
paramilitary Rapid Action Battalion (RAB) to make
progress, describing the delay as "unfortunate and
shocking." The court ordered the home ministry to
transfer the case from RAB to a high-powered
taskforce comprising experienced personnel from
various agencies. This taskforce is required to
complete the investigation and report to the HC by
April 6, 2025. [The Daily Star]

Bangladesh: Country may face shortage of
up to 3,000 MW next summer

(Im) Bangladesh may face a severe electricity shortage
of up to 3,000 megawatts (MW) - the power demand of
a large city like Dhaka during non-peak hours - by
March unless the government pays private power
producers approximately BDT 8,000 crore (USD 65.6
million), according to the Bangladesh Independent
Power Producers Association (BIPPA). The government
currently owes independent power producers a total
of BDT 160 billion (USD 131.2 million).

During a recent meeting with journalists, BIPPA leaders
highlighted that delayed payments, ongoing since late
2022, have left power producers unable to import
sufficient furnace oil, which takes at least 40 days to
procure. Without immediate payment, prolonged
power outages are likely, disproportionately affecting
rural areas and critical sectors like irrigation during the
paddy cultivation season, potentially threatening food
security.
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BIPPA President David Hasanat emphasized that
private power producers should not be blamed for any
resulting shortages and urged the government to
settle arrears promptly. He also called for
investigations into alleged excessive profits made
under unsolicited contracts with the Bangladesh Power
Development Board (PDB).

Power producers also advocated for an increase in
electricity retail prices, citing Bangladesh's
comparatively low rates and high subsidies, which
have left the PDB reliant on government funding.
Former BIPPA president Imran Karim noted that the
current pricing model is unsustainable, warning that
the delay in payments could exacerbate the looming
energy crisis.

The interim government is simultaneously exploring
ways to reduce generation costs, following claims of
inefficiencies under the previous Awami League
administration of ousted Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina.
With summer expected to be particularly hot this year,
the energy sector's challenges risk amplifying
economic and agricultural vulnerabilities if unresolved.
[The Daily Star]

Bangladesh: Interim government urged to
end fossil fuel dominance and prioritize
clean energy

(Im) Transparency International Bangladesh (TIB) has
criticized the interim government for its lack of
progress in transitioning to clean and green energy
during its five months in power. TIB Executive Director
Dr. Iftekharuzzaman stated that no initiatives have
been made to reduce fossil fuel dependency, which
has dominated the energy sector for the past 15 years.
His remarks came during a human chain event titled
"Clean Energy: Sustainable Future," organized by TIB in
front of the national parliament building on
International Clean Energy Day.

Dr. Iftekharuzzaman highlighted the influence of the
fossil fuel lobby on governance, particularly under the
previous government, and called for the cancellation of
the Integrated Energy and Power Master Plan (IEPMP)
2023, citing conflicts of interest in its preparation. He
urged the creation of a new energy master plan
focused on transitioning to renewable energy,
supported by scientific research and data.

TIB also proposed 12 demands to promote clean
energy, including the formation of an independent
monitoring body to regulate policy monopolies and
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prevent conflicts of interest. Additionally, it called for
transforming the Sustainable and Renewable Energy
Development Authority (SREDA) into an autonomous
institution to lead the shift toward renewable energy.
TIB emphasized that this transition is critical to
achieving sustainable development and reducing
Bangladesh's dependence on fossil fuels. [The Daily
Star]

Bangladesh: Chattogram-Dhaka
underground pipeline expected to begin
fuel delivery on April 1

(vk) The fueling pipeline system running underground
from Chattogram to Dhaka is set to begin its operation
by the 1st of April in the year 2025. As per the reports,
this pipeline is estimated to cost around USD 328
million. This 250-kilometer-long pipeline would replace
an older and inefficient system along with providing
greater security to the fuel supply, reducing
transportation costs by close to USD 18.2 million per
year, and helps with mitigating environmental
degradation.

The pipeline system stretches from the Guptakhal
depot which is situated in Chattogram to Godanail
located in Narayanganj, and passes through many
districts along the way. It is configured to manage an
initial quantity of 30 million metric tons of petroleum
products, with plans to scale the limit to 50 million
metric tons on a yearly basis.

Although the project had been approved back in 2016
with an expected completion deadline of 2020, it had
faced various delays along with an increase in budget
and later on was overseen by the Bangladesh Army.
The pipeline is protected underneath a polyethene
coat, contains nine stations, and crosses 22 rivers and
canals along with having plans for new depots and
future expansions. The advanced leak detection
technology ensure that the system maintains to be
protected while being overseen in Chattogram. [Bss
News]

Bangladesh: 6 more ex-BDR members
released, bringing total to 133

(vk) Six former members of the now-defunct
Bangladesh Rifles (BDR) have been released from jail
on January 24, following their bail grants in the
explosives case linked to the 2009 Pilkhana massacre.
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This brings the total number of ex-BDR members
released from Kashimpur jails to 133.

The 2009 Pilkhana massacre was a mutiny by BDR
personnel at their headquarters in Dhaka, resulting in
the deaths of 74 people, including 57 army officers.
The mutiny stemmed from grievances over pay,
benefits, and alleged mistreatment. The violence
unfolded over two days and marked one of the darkest
moments in Bangladesh's history, leading to the
disbandment of the BDR and the formation of the
Border Guard Bangladesh (BGB).

The bail grants are part of the ongoing legal process
addressing cases filed in the aftermath of the
massacre, which included charges related to murder,
explosives, and other criminal offenses. [The Daily
Star]

Bangladesh: First army chief passes away

(Im) Major General (retd) KM Safiullah, the first chief of
independent Bangladesh’s army and a celebrated
sector commander during the 1971 Liberation War,
passed away on January 26 at the age of 90.

KM Safiullah was a pivotal figure in Bangladesh’s fight
for independence. As the second-in-command of the
Second East Bengal Regiment in Joydebpur, he led the
regiment's rebellion, marking the beginning of the
Liberation War. He later served as the commander of
Sector 3 and subsequently commanded the 'S' Force,
playing a crucial role in the war effort. For his bravery,
he was honored with the prestigious Bir Uttam title.

After the war, Safiullah became the country’s first army
chief, serving from April 7, 1972, to August 24, 1975.
His tenure coincided with the assassination of the
country's first prime minister, Bangabandhu Sheikh
Mujibur Rahman on August 15, 1975, during which he
pledged allegiance to the government formed by
Khondokar Moshtaque Ahmed.

Beyond his military career, Safiullah served as an
ambassador to several countries, including Malaysia,
Canada, Sweden, and England. He entered politics
after retiring from service, joining the Awami League in
1995. He was elected as a Member of Parliament from
the Narayanganj-1 constituency in 1996. In 2007, he
became a prominent leader of the Sector Commanders
Forum, advocating for the recognition of Liberation
War heroes. [The Daily Star]
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Bhutan: Suicide rates rising among
economically active population

(Im) In Bhutan, suicide cases have seen a troubling rise,
particularly among the country’s economically active
population. According to statistics from the Royal
Bhutan Police (RBP), nearly 68 percent of those who
took their own lives in 2024 were aged 20 to 59, an age
group defined as economically active by the Labour
Force Survey Quarterly Report (LFSQR).

In 2024, 103 suicides were recorded, with 70 of the
victims falling within this age range. Among these, 52
were men and 18 were women. This marks a steady
increase from 2023, when 67.7 percent of suicide cases
involved the economically active, with a total of 96
suicides.

The causes behind these rising suicide rates are varied
but include mental health challenges, family problems,
alcohol dependency, and other health issues. Over the
past two years, suicides have increased by 7.3 percent,
with male suicides rising by 5.6 percent. [Kuensel]

Bhutan: Rise in human trafficking cases

(Im) Between 2023 and 2024, Bhutan repatriated 38
individuals who were suspected victims of human
trafficking from countries including Qatar, the
Philippines, India, and Thailand. Of these, 34 were
women, and the rest were men. The repatriations were
due to cases of forced labor, passport confiscation,
excessively long working hours, lower wages than
promised, and restricted movement. Many of these
individuals had been recruited by unlicensed agents
and were subjected to financial threats and
exploitation.

The Department of Law and Order (DLO) identified
that most of the victims were targeted for sexual or
forced labor exploitation, with a higher percentage of
women being affected. The DLO also cited issues with
the legal overseas employment criteria, such as
minimum education requirements and age limits,
which push individuals towards illegal agents.
Domestic work in countries like Bhutan offers lower
wages but less risk compared to these exploitative
situations abroad. [Kuensel]

Bhutan: Money multiplier projected to hit
record high
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(Im) Bhutan's money multiplier, a measure of how
much money supply is generated from an initial
deposit in the banking system, is projected to reach a
record 5.01 by June 2025. This means that every
Bhutanese ngultrum (BTN) introduced into the banking
system could generate approximately BTN 5.01 (USD
0.060) in total money supply.

The multiplier increased from BTN 3.51 (USD 0.042) in
June 2022 to BTN 4.96 (USD 0.059) in 2023 before
slightly declining to BTN 4.7 (USD 0.056) in June 2024
due to a larger monetary base, attributed to increased
cash reserve ratio (CRR) holdings and bank reserves.
Banks in Bhutan are required to hold 8 percent of total
deposits as reserves with the Royal Monetary Authority
(RMA), limiting their lending capacity.

Broad money (M2), which includes currency in
circulation, transferable deposits, and time deposits,
grew by 1.7 percent to BTN 220.41 billion (USD 2.65
billion) in fiscal year 2023-24. This growth was primarily
driven by an increase in time and savings deposits.

The RMA is transitioning to a market-based monetary
policy to address credit growth, particularly in
unproductive sectors. As of June 2024, total banking
credit stood at BTN 220.47 billion (USD 2.65 billion),
with key allocations to housing (BTN 66.75 billion or
USD 801 million), production and manufacturing (BTN
25.09 billion or USD 301 million), and tourism (BTN
28.8 billion or USD 345.6 million). [Kuensel]

India: Ruling BJP donations surged 87
percent ahead of 2024 elections

(Im) In the lead-up to last year's elections to
Parliament's lower house, the Lok Sabha, the Bharatiya
Janata Party (BJP) of Prime Minister Narendra Modi
reported an 87 percent increase in voluntary
contributions, rising from INR 21.2 billion (USD 256.44
million) in 2022-2023 to INR 39.67 billion (USD 479.08
million) in 2023-2024. Despite this surge, the share of
electoral bonds in BJP's funding decreased from 61
percent to 43 percent, amounting to INR 16.85 billion
(USD 203.55 million), after the Supreme Court declared
the electoral bond scheme unconstitutional in
February 2024.

The BJP also reported a significant rise in election-
related expenditures, which grew from INR 10.92
billion (USD 131.96 million) to INR 17.54 billion (USD
212.98 million), including INR 5.91 billion (USD 71.84
million) spent on advertisements and publicity.
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While the BJP led in contributions, the main opposition
Indian National Congress (INC) experienced a sharper
increase, with donations rising 320 percent to INR
11.29 billion (USD 136.71 million) in 2023-2024.
Electoral bonds accounted for 73 percent of INC's total
contributions at INR 8.28 billion (USD 100.22 million), a
marked increase from INR 1.71 billion (USD 20.7
million) in the previous year. INC's election spending
also increased significantly, reaching INR 6.19 billion
(USD 74.98 million), up from INR 1.92 billion (USD 23.31
million).

Among other parties, the Trinamool Congress (TMC)
reported an income increase to INR 6.46 billion (USD
78.26 million) in 2023-2024, with 95 percent of it
coming from electoral bonds, marking the last year
parties could use anonymous funding through this
mechanism.

The electoral bond scheme, introduced in 2018, had
been a significant source of anonymous funding for
political parties, with the BJP benefiting the most,
having received INR 60.6 billion (USD 733.53 million)
since its inception. The TMC and INC followed with INR
16.09 billion (USD 194.68 million) and INR 14.21 billion
(USD 171.36 million), respectively. The Supreme Court's
ruling to scrap the scheme has now reshaped the
political fundraising landscape. [The Indian Express]

India: Central government establishes
search committee for chief election
commissioner appointment

(Im) For the first time, India's central government has
initiated a formalized process under the Chief Election
Commissioner and Other Election Commissioners
(Appointment, Conditions of Service and Term of
Office) Act, 2023, to appoint the next Chief Election
Commissioner (CEC) as the incumbent, Rajiv Kumar, is
set to retire on February 18.

The Search Committee, led by Law Minister Arjun Ram
Meghwal and supported by the Secretaries of Finance
and the Department of Personnel and Training, will
shortlist five candidates. This list will be forwarded to a
Selection Committee comprising Prime Minister
Narendra Modi, a Cabinet Minister, and Leader of the
Opposition in Parliament's lower house, Rahul Gandhi.
The Selection Committee also retains the option to
choose a candidate from outside the submitted panel.

This marks a significant departure from the traditional
practice, where the senior-most Election Commissioner
(EC) was typically elevated to the position of CEC. The


https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-sjikkjl-l-xk/

process, which was first applied for appointing Election
Commissioners in 2024, will now be used for the CEC
appointment for the first time. [The Indian Express]

India: Supreme Court highlights misuse of
Section 144 CrPC to curb protests

(hjn/wyn) The Indian Supreme Court has criticized the
frequent invocation of Section 144 of the Code of
Criminal Procedure (CrPC) by authorities to suppress
public protests.

Section 144 CrPC empowers a magistrate to prohibit
the assembly of four or more people in an area to
prevent potential disturbances or maintain public
peace and order. It is often used during emergencies,
riots, or situations of public unrest but has faced
criticism for being misused to curb legitimate
demonstrations and dissent.

While hearing a plea from the Jharkhand state
government against the quashing of a rioting case
involving leaders of Prime Minister Modi's ruling
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP), the Bench of Justices
Abhay S. Oka and Ujjal Bhuyan emphasized that such
actions undermine the right to peaceful assembly,
guaranteed under Articles 19(1)(a) and 19(1)(b) of the
Indian Constitution.

The case originated from a 2023 protest near the
Project Bhawan in Jharkhand, where restrictions under
Section 144 CrPC were imposed. The police accused
BJP protesters of breaking barricades and throwing
objects, resulting in injuries to several individuals,
including journalists and police officers. However, the
Jharkhand High Court quashed the FIR against BJP
leaders in August last year, asserting that top
opposition leaders could not be held liable for the
actions of protesters and reaffirming the constitutional
right to peaceful demonstrations.

During the proceedings, the Supreme Court dismissed
the Jharkhand government's plea, questioning the
necessity of imposing Section 144 CrPC to
preemptively curb protests. Justice Oka warned against
the misuse of this provision, emphasizing that such
actions send a "wrong signal" and undermine
fundamental rights. [Bar and Bench]

India: Supreme Court dismisses PIL for
reforms in dowry and domestic violence
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laws

(hjn/wyn) The Supreme Court of India has dismissed a
Public Interest Litigation (PIL) seeking reforms to
protect husbands and their families from alleged
misuse of dowry and domestic violence laws. The PIL
claimed harassment through matrimonial cases and
urged the Court to direct the legislature to amend
existing laws.

The PIL was inspired by the December 2024 suicide of
a 34-year-old man, who left behind a note and video
accusing his estranged wife and her family of
harassment. His death ignited nationwide debates on
potential misuse of legal provisions such as Section
498A of the Indian Penal Code, leading to calls for
reforms to protect men from false allegations in
matrimonial disputes.

While the petitioner sought the formation of an expert
committee to review and reform dowry and domestic
violence laws, the Supreme Court emphasized that
legislative reforms must be undertaken by Parliament.
The bench also criticized specific prayers in the PIL,
pointing out contradictions in its requests, such as
recording gifts during marriage when dowry is already
prohibited by law. The court reaffirmed that societal
attitudes and broader legislative frameworks are key to
addressing these issues. [livelaw.in]

India: Supreme Court criticizes reluctance
of high courts and trial courts to grant
bail

(Im) The Supreme Court of India, while granting bail to
a Muslim cleric, criticized the hesitance of trial courts
and high courts in exercising their discretionary power
to grant bail. The cleric, accused of forcibly converting
a mentally challenged minor boy under the Uttar
Pradesh Prohibition of Unlawful Conversion of Religion
Act, 2021, had been in custody for 11 months after
being denied bail by both the trial court and the
Allahabad High Court.

The bench, comprising Justices |B Pardiwala and R
Mahadevan, remarked that the high court should have
exercised its discretion judiciously, as the alleged
offense was not as serious as murder, rape, or dacoity.
The Supreme Court emphasized that bail decisions
must be based on well-established judicial principles
rather than subjective considerations and noted that
the matter should not have reached the apex court.
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The court also highlighted the need for judicial courage
in granting bail and urged trial judges to apply their
discretion appropriately in such cases, asserting that
withholding bail in less severe offenses can create
unnecessary burdens on the legal system. [The Indian
Express]

India: Supreme Court appoints
independent observer for Chandigarh
mayoral elections

(hjn/wyn) India's Supreme Court has appointed a
retired Punjab & Haryana High Court judge, Justice
Jaishree Thakur, as an independent observer to
oversee the Chandigarh mayoral elections scheduled
for January 30. This decision follows a petition filed by
the current mayor, Kuldeep Kumar of the Aam Aadmi
Party (AAP), who sought enhanced oversight and
reforms in election procedures, citing allegations of
vote tampering in the 2024 mayoral election.

In the prior election, Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP)
candidate Manoj Sonkar was declared victorious, but
the results were overturned by the Supreme Court
after finding that the presiding officer had invalidated
eight ballots favoring Kuldeep Kumar. This prompted
the General House of the Municipal Corporation to
propose changing the election process from secret
ballots to a show of hands. However, the Deputy
Commissioner opted to retain the ballot system,
leading Kuldeep Kumar to challenge the election
schedule in court.

The Punjab and Haryana High Court ordered a
postponement of the election until after January 29
and extended Kuldeep Kumar's tenure as mayor.
[livelaw.in]

India: OpenAl resists court order on data
deletion in copyright Case

(Im) OpenAl, a leading American artificial intelligence
research organization best known for its language
model ChatGPT, has informed the Delhi High Court
that complying with a directive to delete training data
used for ChatGPT would violate its legal obligations
under U.S. law. This statement responds to a copyright
lawsuit filed by Indian news agency ANI, which alleges
that OpenAl used its published content without
authorization to train its Al systems.
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The lawsuit, filed in November 2024, also demands the
removal of ANI's content from ChatGPT's stored data.
OpenAl has denied the allegations, stating that its Al
systems make fair use of publicly available data. In its
January 10, court filing, OpenAl emphasized that U.S.
law mandates the preservation of training data during
ongoing litigation, making deletion orders
incompatible with its legal obligations.

OpenAl further argued that Indian courts lack
jurisdiction over the matter, citing the absence of a
physical presence or servers in India. ANI, however,
insists that the Delhi court has the authority to decide
the case and plans to file a detailed response.

This case is part of a global wave of legal challenges
against OpenAl and similar Al firms, with copyright
holders accusing them of misusing their work for Al
training purposes. ANI has also expressed concerns
about unfair competition due to OpenAl's commercial
partnerships with other news organizations.

At the time of writing, the Delhi High Court was set to
hear the case on January 28. [Reuters]

India: Supreme Court criticizes Assam
state government over detention of
foreigners

(Im) The Supreme Court reprimanded the Assam state
government for filing a "defective" affidavit regarding
the detention of 270 foreign nationals at the Matia
transit camp, citing non-compliance with earlier
directives. A bench led by Justices Abhay S Oka and
Nongmeikapam Kotiswar Singh ordered Assam's chief
secretary to appear via video conferencing at the next
hearing to explain the omissions.

The court noted the affidavit failed to justify the
detentions or outline steps for deportation, in violation
of its December 2024 order. It expressed
dissatisfaction after the state sought to keep the
affidavit sealed, questioning the confidentiality of its
contents. The state argued that detained individuals
had been declared foreigners by tribunals, but the
court demanded clarity on why deportation processes
had not been initiated.

The apex court also emphasized the importance of
addressing hygiene and food quality at detention
facilities, directing the Assam State Legal Services
Authority to conduct surprise inspections. [The Indian
Express]
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India: Tribunal temporarily suspends
data-sharing ban on WhatsApp and Meta

(Im) India's National Company Law Appellate Tribunal
has temporarily lifted a five-year data-sharing ban
imposed by the Competition Commission of India (CCl)
on WhatsApp and its parent company, Meta Platforms.
The ban, issued in November 2024, restricted data
sharing between WhatsApp and other Meta entities for
advertising purposes. Meta had warned that the
directive could severely impact its business model,
leading to the potential rollback of certain features.

The tribunal noted that the ban could collapse
WhatsApp's business model in India, Meta's largest
market, with over 500 million WhatsApp users and 350
million Facebook users. Meta argued that the CCl
lacked the technical expertise to understand the
implications of its order and highlighted that the
changes to WhatsApp's privacy policy did not expand
data sharing capabilities but clarified optional business
messaging features.

The CCl's November order required WhatsApp to allow
users to decide whether they wanted their data shared
with Meta. Meta's appeal, which will be heard in
March, has delayed the implementation of this
mandate. The company welcomed the ruling, while the
CCl has yet to comment. It retains the option to
challenge the decision in the Supreme Court.

India's case against WhatsApp began in 2021 amid
criticism of its privacy policy changes, mirroring earlier
accusations in the European Union. Meta's registered
advertising arm in India reported revenue of USD 351
million in 2023-24, underscoring the stakes involved in
this legal battle. [Bangkok Post]

India: Five who raped tribal girl, killed her
and two members of her family, handed
death sentence

(Im) A court in India’s state of Chhattisgarh’ sentenced
five men to death for the 2021 gangrape and murder
of a minor tribal girl from the vulnerable Pahadi Korwa
tribe, along with the killings of her father and toddler
niece.

The perpetrators lured the victims under false
pretenses, assaulted the girl in front of her father, and
stoned him and the toddler to death. The girl, found
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unconscious days later, succumbed to her injuries en
route to the hospital. The judgment, describing the
crime as "inhuman" and shocking to society, justified
the death penalty due to the heinous nature of the
acts and lack of remorse from the convicts. A sixth
accused received life imprisonment. [The Indian
Express]

India: Interfaith couple's marriage
application rejected due to residency
requirements

(Im) An interfaith couple from Jabalpur, Madhya
Pradesh, who had previously secured police protection
due to threats from family members and others,
encountered a setback on January 27 when their
marriage application was rejected. The Marriage
Registrar cited non-compliance with the residency
requirements outlined in the Special Marriage Act of
1954.

According to the Registrar’'s order, the man had not
lived in the Sihora area of Jabalpur for a continuous 30-
day period before submitting the notice of intended
marriage. Instead, he had been working in Indore for
the past decade, rendering the application ineligible.

The woman appeared at the Registrar’s office under
police protection to sign the rejection order and was
later escorted to a police shelter home. The couple is
now considering their next steps. [The Indian Express]

India: Supreme Court orders Christian
pastor’'s burial after 20-day delay

(Im) The Supreme Court of India has directed the burial
of Christian pastor Subhash Baghel, whose body had
been in a morgue for 20 days, but the two-judge bench
was divided on the burial's location. Justice B.V.
Nagarathna allowed the burial on Baghel's private land
in his tribal-majority village in Bastar, Chhattisgarh,
while Justice S.C. Sharma mandated it be conducted at
a designated Christian burial ground in the nearby
village of Karkapal, approximately 20-25 kilometers
away.

The case arose after local authorities and the village's
Hindu tribal majority opposed Baghel's burial in the
village, citing religious conversion and potential law-
and-order issues. Justice Nagarathna criticized the
authorities for failing to provide an appropriate burial
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site for the Christian community, calling it a violation of
constitutional principles of equality and secularism
under Articles 14 and 15. She directed the state to
demarcate exclusive burial sites for Christians within
two months to avoid such controversies.

Justice Sharma, however, emphasized the need for
adherence to Chhattisgarh's 1999 Gram Panchayat
rules, which regulate burial sites to ensure public
health and maintain order. He noted that
constitutional rights, such as the right to perform last
rites under Article 21 and religious freedom under
Article 25, are not absolute and must align with
established laws and public order. He directed the
state to provide logistical support for the burial in the
designated Christian burial ground at Karkapal. [The
Indian Express]

India: Deputy National Security Advisor
warns of rising ‘tech dumping’ concerns

(Im) India's Deputy National Security Advisor Pavan
Kapoor has raised alarms over "tech dumping," where
outdated or malfunctioning electronic devices are
exported to developing nations at low prices. He
described it as a growing threat to India’s environment,
economy, and technological sovereignty.

Speaking at Technology Dialogue 2025, Kapoor noted
that improper disposal of such technologies leads to
environmental damage, while outdated imports
displace opportunities for newer, advanced
technologies. He emphasized that India is monitoring
the origins and implications of imported technologies,
especially considering global regulatory shifts.

Union Minister Jitendra Singh highlighted the need for
robust governance frameworks to combat tech
dumping. He stressed the importance of ethical Al,
responsible quantum technology deployment, and
intellectual property protections, noting that
safeguarding India’s innovation ecosystem is critical for
national security. [The New Indian Express]

India: Mysterious illness claims 17 lives in
village in Jammu and Kashmir

(Im) The village of Baddal in India’s Jammu and Kashmir
union territory remains in the grip of a mysterious
illness that has claimed 17 lives since early December
last year, with three more residents, including minor
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siblings, recently hospitalized. Symptoms include fever
and breathing difficulties. Authorities suspect pesticide
contamination in a nearby water reservoir, but no
direct link has been confirmed.

Chief Minister Omar Abdullah visited the village,
assuring residents that the administration and a
central investigative team are working to uncover the
cause of the fatalities and prevent further losses. [The
Indian Express]

India: Vice President Applauds
Uttarakhand's Implementation of
Uniform Civil Code

(wyn) Vice President Jagdeep Dhankhar has praised
Uttarakhand for becoming the first state in India to
implement the Uniform Civil Code (UCC), calling it a
significant step toward fulfilling the constitutional
vision outlined in Article 44 of the Directive Principles
of State Policy. Speaking at the Vice-President's Enclave
on Monday, Dhankhar described the move as a
milestone in realizing the framers’ vision of legal
uniformity across faiths and communities.

The UCC aims to establish a single legal framework
governing matters such as marriage, divorce,
inheritance, and maintenance, replacing customary
personal laws. Dhankhar congratulated the
Uttarakhand government for its “farsightedness” and
expressed confidence that similar legislation would
soon follow across the country. He dismissed criticisms
of the UCC as being driven by “ignorance” and “political
motives,” emphasizing its constitutional mandate.

Critics, including Congress spokesperson Abhishek
Manu Singhvi, have argued that implementing the UCC
at the state level is impractical and lacks broader
consensus. Singhvi described it as a “pilot project” and
questioned its feasibility without adequate
consultation.

The adoption of the UCC by Uttarakhand has reignited
debates about its nationwide applicability, with
proponents arguing it ensures equality and opponents
warning of its potential impact on India’s diverse legal
traditions. [Hidustantimes.com]

Maldives: Home Ministry officials admit to
filling ruling party membership forms
inside state agency
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(Im) Senior officials from the Department of National
Registration (DNR) have confirmed that membership
forms for the ruling People’s National Congress (PNC)
were filled out within the DNR office, sparking
allegations of misuse of state resources and citizens'
personal data.

The PNC, which has seen significant growth in
membership—surpassing 65,000 members by October
2024—has set an ambitious goal of reaching 100,000
members, citing widespread public support for
President Dr. Mohamed Muizzu's policies. However,
the PNC recently admitted to submitting invalid forms
to the Election Commission, which has received over
300 complaints of fraudulent membership transfers in
the past six months. The issue has now become a focal
point of scrutiny for both the ruling party and state
institutions involved in the process.

The latest controversy erupted after leaked photos
showed Homeland Security Minister Ali lhusan and
other political appointees filling out PNC membership
forms in the DNR meeting room. This led to
widespread accusations that the party had been
registering people without their knowledge, using
sensitive personal information managed by the state
agency.

State Minister Abdul Majeed Ibrahim admitted that
political personnel from the Ministry of Homeland
Security, led by Minister lhusan, were tasked with
increasing the party’s membership. He described the
effort as “organized and planned,” with 56 political
appointees assigned to recruit as many members as
possible. However, Majeed attempted to downplay the
issue, stressing that the meeting room was a shared
space among various departments and did not directly
address the potential misuse of citizens' personal data.
[the edition 1]

The incident has further escalated following allegations
from opposition parties, including The Democrats, who
filed a complaint with the police claiming that
approximately 700 of their members were fraudulently
transferred to PNC without their consent. The
Democrats are seeking a criminal investigation into the
matter, urging the authorities to prosecute the
perpetrators and restore their members' registrations.
They are also calling on the Election Commission to act
on these fraudulent transfers. [the edition 2]

Maldives: President Muizzu dismisses
Tourism Minister
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(sl) On January 28, President Dr. Mohamed Muizzu
dismissed lbrahim Faisal from his position as Minister
of Tourism. The Ministry will now be temporarily
overseen by Mohamed Saeed, the Minister of
Economic Development and Trade. [The President’s
Office - Republic of Maldives]

The reasons behind the dismissal have not yet been
disclosed. While there were allegations of nepotism
due to Faisal being the son of Parliament Speaker
Abdul Raheem Abdulla, he dismissed these claims,
asserting that his appointment was based on the
President’s confidence in his abilities and competence.
[the edition]

Maldives: Former HDC Managing Director
accused of document disposal amid land
allocation probe

(Im) Former Managing Director of the Housing
Development Corporation (HDC), Ibrahim Fazul
Rasheed, is under investigation for allegedly disposing
of official company documents. The case is linked to
ongoing probes into corruption allegations involving
land and housing allocations under the Binveriya,
Gedhoruveriya, and Vinares schemes in Hulhumalé.

Police have imposed a travel ban on Fazul, seizing his
passport as the investigation continues. He has been
questioned, and official statements have been
recorded. The travel restrictions will remain in effect as
the inquiry proceeds.

During a previous search of Fazul's residence, police
recovered MVR 1.4 million (USD 91,000) in cash. While
the money was seized as part of the investigation,
speed boat operator Relax Ferry Service later claimed
ownership, stating it was a payment made to Fazul's
company for commissioning a speed boat. [the edition]

Maldives: Supreme Court postpones
hearing of former President Maumoon's
case over DRP debt

(Im) The Supreme Court has postponed a hearing
involving former President Maumoon Abdul Gayoom,
who is contesting liability for a debt of MVR 1.1 million
(USD 71,500) incurred by the now-defunct Dhivehi
Rayyithunge Party (DRP) Maumoon led from its
founding in 2005 until his exit in 2011. The delay
follows a request from the Maldives Transport and
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Contracting Company (MTCC) for additional
preparation time.

The case stems from MTCC's claim for unpaid services
rendered to DRP. The Civil Court initially ruled that
Maumoon could not be held liable, stating that debt
responsibility cannot be transferred to someone
uninvolved in the original agreement without their
explicit consent. Despite this, MTCC appealed to the
High Court, which allowed the case to proceed after
overruling procedural objections by Maumoon'’s legal
team. The appeal was elevated to the Supreme Court
in April 2024.

Maumoon’s defense argues that he was no longer
DRP’s leader when the debt was incurred, as confirmed
by Elections Commission records. Furthermore, the
debt predates the Political Parties Act, complicating the
application of current legal frameworks. The defense
also highlights that MTCC did not pursue its claim
during DRP's dissolution process, which followed its
failure to maintain the required membership threshold
of 3,000 members.

Maumoon left DRP in 2011 amid internal conflicts to
form the Progressive Party of Maldives (PPM). Later
expelled from PPM in 2016, he went on to establish the
Maldives Reform Movement (MRM). [the edition]

Maldives: Financial empowerment of
councils key to strengthening
decentralization

(Im) In a recent ceremony, Adam Shareef, Minister of
Cities, Local Government, and Public Works,
underscored the importance of financial
empowerment for local councils as a cornerstone for
strengthening decentralization across the Maldives.
Shareef's comments came during the official handover
of uninhabited islands to local councils, a move aimed
at enabling island councils to better serve their
communities.

Shareef pointed out a key issue: the stark revenue
disparities between Male' City Council, which
generates substantial income, and councils in other
islands, which struggle due to limited financial
resources. Male' City's revenue base allows it to
provide a wide range of municipal services, while
councils in less populated areas face challenges in
providing basic services due to their limited budgets.

In response, the government has allocated 28
uninhabited islands to various councils to support local
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development. The islands were distributed among
several councils, with Raa Atoll Inguraidhoo Council
receiving one island, Dhaalu Atoll Council gaining two
islands, and Laamu Atoll Maavah Council getting one.
These councils are now tasked with developing
projects that can generate income or enhance the
welfare of their communities, which will help reduce
the gap between Male’ City and other regions.

Minister Shareef highlighted that decentralization is a
priority for President Dr. Mohamed Muizzu, who has
extensive experience as Mayor of Male' City and as a
government minister. This experience, Shareef noted,
provides the president with a deep understanding of
the complexities of local governance and
decentralization. Furthermore, the government is
working to make essential services, such as the
issuance of passports and ID cards, more accessible on
the islands, which will help address some of the
logistical challenges facing island communities. [the
edition 1] [the edition 2]

Maldives: High Court denies ACC’s request
to halt police promotions

(Im) The High Court has rejected the Anti-Corruption
Commission's (ACC) appeal to halt police promotions,
following the Civil Court's earlier refusal to grant a
temporary order. The ACC initially sought to suspend
promotions, which began in 2023, after directing the
police in October 2023 to cease granting them amid
ongoing investigations.

The Civil Court ruled in December 2023 that it could
not issue such an order, leading the ACC to appeal the
decision. However, the High Court ruled that the
potential losses the ACC cited were issues to be
addressed during the primary case in the Civil Court,
and the ACC failed to demonstrate how a halt on
promotions would affect the case’s outcome.

The High Court also noted that the promotions have
already been implemented, and the ACC did not
sufficiently outline the immediate impact of halting
them. Consequently, the three-judge bench
unanimously rejected the ACC's appeal for a temporary
order.

Despite this, the High Court voided the Civil Court's
earlier ruling, citing a lack of proper reasoning for the
refusal and improper handling of the request. The case
will now return to the Civil Court for further
proceedings.
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The government has supported the High Court's
decision, maintaining that the ACC's directives
regarding police promotions are not legally binding.
[the edition]

Maldives: Suspended state minister
reassigned to finance ministry

(sl) Mohamed Nihad, previously suspended from his
position as State Minister at the Tourism Ministry, has
been reassigned to the Finance Ministry. His
suspension in December followed controversial
remarks made during a ruling People's National
Congress (PNC) rally, where he alleged that the
opposition Maldivian Democratic Party (MDP) was
planning a terrorist attack ahead of the Maldives
welcoming its two millionth tourist.

The remarks drew significant backlash, including a
statement from the MDP expressing concerns over the
safety of tourism service providers and condemning
Nihad's allegations. Despite ongoing criticism on social
media regarding his appointment to the Finance
Ministry, Nihad assumed his new role last January 23
and began reporting to work over the weekend.

Nihad, who joined the PNC in December 2024, was
previously a member of the MDP and had served as
State Minister at the Tourism Ministry since July 2024.
[the edition]

Maldives: Imthiyaz Fahmy elected as
Democrats' president unopposed

(Im) Imthiyaz Fahmy (commonly known as Inthi) has
been elected unopposed as the President of The
Democrats, with Mohamed Waheed appointed as Vice
President. This follows the resignation of former
President Hassan Latheef and Vice President
Mohamed Shifaz, who both left the party to join the
main opposition Maldivian Democratic Party (MDP).

Although primary elections for these positions were
initially scheduled for February 15, no other
nominations were submitted by the deadline. As a
result, the election committee appointed Fahmy and
Waheed without holding a vote, citing precedents from
earlier uncontested elections. The Democrats'
regulations require the President and Vice President to
be elected via secret ballot, but they lack provisions for
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uncontested nominations, which allowed the
committee to make this decision.

Before the appointment, Hussain Firushan, a former
MP, had been serving as Acting President. Fahmy's
election solidifies the party's leadership amid its
ongoing reorganization.

The Democrats, formed in 2023 as a splinter group
from MDP due to internal disputes over leadership and
policies, is a progressive political party advocating for
democratic reforms, inclusivity, and addressing socio-
economic disparities. Although it is currently not
represented in the unicameral Parliament, the party
has made notable strides in recent months. [the
edition 1] [the edition 2]

Maldives: Government offers inactive
NGOs a chance for revival

(Im) The Maldives' Youth Ministry has announced a
decision to give inactive non-governmental
organizations (NGOs), including some dormant for
decades, an opportunity to resume their activities. In a
statement, the ministry revealed that 55 NGOs,
registered between 1971 and 1991, have been
identified for this initiative. Many of these
organizations, including school-affiliated groups in
Malé and NGOs from the atolls, have been inactive due
to failure to submit required documents as per
regulations.

The ministry has provided these organizations with a
six-month window to submit their documentation and
comply with regulations. Failure to do so will result in
their permanent dissolution. [the edition]

Maldives: Judiciary employees’ salary
increments stalled due to budget
constraints

(Im) The Department of Judicial Administration (DJA)
informed the High Court that salary increments for
judicial employees, owed since 2017, remain unpaid
due to insufficient funds in the state budget. Despite a
2023 ruling by the Employment Tribunal affirming the
employees' entitlement, the tribunal refrained from
mandating payment, citing budgetary limitations.

Judicial employees appealed the tribunal’s decision to
the High Court, where DJA reiterated its
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acknowledgment of the entitlement but pointed to the
Public Finance Regulation, which prohibits
expenditures beyond allocated budgets. DJA stated
that it had engaged with the Ministry of Finance to
secure the required funds, but no allocations were
made for back payments in subsequent budgets.

The High Court bench questioned whether judicial
salary increments were introduced without adequate
coordination with state agencies and whether the lack
of budgetary allocation justified withholding payments.
DJA clarified that the regulations were developed in
consultation with state agencies but admitted that
subsequent budgets failed to include necessary funds
for increments, though the 2023 budget partially
addressed the issue.

The bench also inquired if the withholding of salary
increments complied with the Employment Act and
whether it impacted other entitlements, such as
overtime pay. DJA maintained that the funds were not
withheld in violation of legal conditions.

The High Court has announced further hearings to
address unresolved questions regarding the payment
of the outstanding increments, as judicial employees
await a resolution to the prolonged issue. [the edition]

Maldives: High Court judges' council
rejects appeal on seized penthouses

(Im) The High Court judges' council has upheld the
registrar's decision to reject an appeal by former
Football Association of Maldives (FAM) president
Bassam Adeel Jaleel, challenging the Hulhumalé
Magistrate Court's order to seize two penthouses
allegedly purchased using FAM funds.

Police had ordered Bassam to vacate the penthouses
last September, citing that they were bought using a
USD 1 million loan from FIFA intended to support
Maldivian football clubs during the COVID-19
pandemic. Investigations revealed that FAM funds
were allegedly funneled to Amin Construction for the
purchase, with falsified documents created to suggest
the funds were part of a currency exchange
transaction.

Bassam initially handed over two apartments from
Amin Avenue but appealed the Hulhumalé court’s
order to the High Court. The High Court registrar
rejected the case, citing procedural issues, prompting
Bassam to request a review by the judges’ council.
Judges Mohamed Niyaz and Mohamed Shaneez
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supported the registrar’s decision, stating that appeals
must target the review decision from the lower court.
Chief Judge Mohamed Shaheed dissented, arguing the
case should be accepted due to the Anti-Money
Laundering and Terrorism Financing Act's lack of clarity
on jurisdiction.

Bassam faces four charges of embezzlement and
money laundering in connection to the FAM
embezzlement case, which is being heard at the
Criminal Court. However, proceedings have stalled due
to repeated withdrawals by his legal team. [the edition]

Maldives: President Muizzu appoints new
members to ACC

(sl) President Dr. Mohamed Muizzu has made two new
appointments to the Maldives Anti-Corruption
Commission (ACC), naming Ahmed Nasheed from
Machangoli Golden Moon in Male" and Abdulla
Nasheed from Fasana in Raa Alifushi Atoll as the
newest members.

These appointments come in the wake of resignations
by ACC Vice President Abdul Salaam and member
Thoha Mohamed, who stepped down amid an ongoing
parliamentary investigation into allegations against
them. [the edition]

Maldives: Aasandha employees petition
against dissolution of case-processing
department

(sl) Around 50 employees of Aasandha, a government-
run health insurance scheme in the Maldives,
submitted a petition to the President's Office and the
Privatization and Corporatization Board, voicing
concerns over the company's decision to dissolve its
case processing department. The move, scheduled for
next month, is expected to impact over 60 employees
and disrupt operations.

The petition, citing the announcement made by
Aasandha’s Managing Director, Aminath Zeeniya, on
January 20, argues that the changes—replacing
supervisors with in-charge personnel—will force long-
serving employees into roles outside their expertise. It
also criticizes the lack of consultation with staff before
implementing such changes. Employees have called for
the continuation of the Case Processing Department,
the restoration of supervisor roles, the reinstatement


https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-sjikkjl-l-al/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-sjikkjl-l-ar/

of allowances, equal workload distribution, and better
communication before major decisions.

Some staff have resigned due to dissatisfaction with
the management's approach, further undermining
confidence in the company's leadership. [the edition]

Maldives: President Muizzu arrives for
official visit to Haa Alif Atoll

(sl) President Dr. Mohamed Muizzu departed on
January 28 for an official visit to Haa Alif Atoll, where he
will visit ten islands, meet island councils, women's
development committees, heads of institutions on the
islands, and residents. The visit will also include
inaugurating various projects, including the Magey
Solar project. [the edition]

Maldives: State withdraws Supreme Court
case on banning hate speech article

(Im) The Maldivian government has withdrawn its
Supreme Court appeal challenging a 2023 High Court
ruling that invalidated parts of Article 8(2) of the
General Laws Act (04-1968). This article restricted
speech by prohibiting expressions against Islamic
principles, threats to peace, or defamation of
individuals.

The case originated in 2022 when three petitioners
jointly petitioned the High Court to revoke provisions
in Article 8(2) relating to speech that threatens peace.
Notably, the petitioned was filed by during the
controversy surrounding the opposition-led "India Out"
campaign. This campaign, spearheaded by the then
opposition, protested the growing Indian influence in
the Maldives, particularly regarding the presence of
Indian military personnel. The movement, which
garnered both domestic and international attention,
led to heightened tensions and raised concerns over
hate speech and misinformation.

Against this backdrop, the petitioners argued that
Article 8(2) contravened Article 27 of the Constitution,
which guarantees freedom of expression. Although the
High Court found that the article did not directly violate
Article 27, it ruled the provision void under Article
144(b) of the Constitution. This clause allows courts to
suspend or invalidate statutes inconsistent with the
Constitution, granting time for corrections by
competent authorities.
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The State, under the previous administration, appealed
the High Court's decision to the Supreme Court.
However, during the latest hearing, the Attorney
General's Office announced its decision to withdraw
the case after further review. [the edition]

Maldives: Deputy Speaker clarifies Media
Regulation Bill, stresses it's not about
censorship

(Im) Deputy Speaker of Parliament Ahmed Nazim has
addressed the backlash surrounding his proposal to
submit a bill regulating media and internet use in the
Maldives, insisting that regulation does not mean
blocking platforms or curbing freedoms.

In an interview with Sun Online, Nazim clarified his
intentions, stating that media reports had
misrepresented his comments. He emphasized that he
is working on a bill to regulate the media and internet,
but stressed that his aim is not to restrict press
freedom. Nazim pointed out that, although two
regulatory bodies exist for media, they are not
functioning effectively, which is why reform is
necessary.

"I have never been against press freedom," Nazim
wrote on social media, adding that the current rise in
youth use of social media platforms highlighted the
need for regulation to address issues like defamation,
for which there is no current legal framework.

The government responded to the controversy,
clarifying that no such law is currently in its legislative
agenda, and there are no plans to enact a law
specifically regulating media and the internet. [the
edition]

Maldives: President announces interest-
free loans for boat builders

(Im) President Dr. Mohamed Muizzu has pledged to
provide interest-free loans to boat builders across the
Maldives, aiming to support and expand the industry.
During a visit to Innamaadhoo in Raa Atoll, a hub for
the boat-building industry, the President met with
shipwrights and addressed their concerns, particularly
challenges in securing funding.

To resolve these issues, President Muizzu announced
plans to facilitate loans through the banking system
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without requiring a mortgage, enabling boat builders
to grow their businesses. He emphasized his
commitment to promoting boat building as a field
exclusively for Maldivians and encouraged more youth
to take up the skill. Additionally, he revealed plans to
establish a boat-building training center in
Innamaadhoo to nurture local talent.

The President also shared his vision for the island'’s
broader development, including constructing 50
housing units, expanding the local school and harbor,
and improving sports facilities. [the edition]

Maldives: Contractor denies claims of
arbitration and settlement over RasMale'
project

(Im) Sri Lanka’s Capital Marine and Civil Construction
Company (CMCQ), the contractor for the RasMale'
reclamation project, has denied allegations of filing an
arbitration claim or reaching a settlement agreement
for USD 21 million with the Housing Development
Corporation (HDC).

CMC was awarded the RasMale' reclamation contract
in December 2023 to reclaim 70 hectares of land near
Male' in exchange for land in Fushidhiggaru and
Hulhumale'. However, project delays prompted the
government to terminate the agreement and cancel
the planned land exchange.

Responding to media reports suggesting arbitration
and settlement, CMC clarified that while the project
faced modifications, all work, including reclamation
and shore protection of Site J, was completed under
revised terms. Payments made by HDC were solely for
completed works, with no additional compensatory
settlements involved.

CMC criticized the media for spreading unverified
claims that could harm its reputation and urged the
government and HDC to clarify the matter. The
company reiterated its commitment to transparency
and integrity in its operations.

Apart from the RasMale' project, CMC has undertaken
significant infrastructure projects in the Maldives,
including Hulhumale' Phase 3 development, Thilafushi,
and various road construction and reclamation works.
[the edition]
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Nepal: Divisions within ruling coalition
over ordinances dominate discourse
ahead of parliament session

(Im/rs) Nepal's federal Parliament is set to convene its
winter session on January 31, following a
recommendation by the Cabinet and a formal call by
President Ramchandra Paudel under Article 93(1) of
the constitution. This session marks the first legislative
gathering since the monsoon session concluded on
September 16, leaving a substantial gap in
parliamentary activities. The session is anticipated to
be contentious, as debates over recently issued
ordinances and stalled legislative processes come to
the forefront. [The Kathmandu Post 1]

The government, led by Prime Minister KP Sharma Oli
and backed by his Communist Party of Nepal (Unified
Marxist-Leninist) (CPN-UML), has introduced five
ordinances aimed at fostering governance reforms,
creating a business-friendly environment, attracting
foreign investment, and boosting the information and
technology sector. However, these ordinances have
sparked divisions within the ruling coalition.

While the CPN-UML has rallied behind the ordinances,
leaders within the Nepali Congress—the largest party
in the coalition—are deeply divided. Party president
Sher Bahadur Deuba has directed Congress lawmakers
to support the ordinances, emphasizing their
economic importance, but senior leader Shekhar
Koirala and his faction have criticized the government
for bypassing legislative processes. Koirala has argued
that the ordinances misuse constitutional provisions
meant for national emergencies and undermine
democratic norms, given the coalition's significant
majority in Parliament. [The Kathmandu Post 2]

In contrast, other Nepali Congress leaders, including
General Secretary Gagan Thapa, have defended the
government's decision, arguing that the ordinances are
essential for addressing urgent national issues.
General Secretary Bishwa Prakash Sharma also
reassured that party lawmakers would still have room
to express independent opinions during parliamentary
discussions. However, the rift within the party remains
evident, as members grapple with differing views on
how to approach the issue. [The Kathmandu Post 3]

Meanwhile, the Communist Party of Nepal (CPN)
(Unified Marxist-Leninist) (CPN-UML), led by Prime
Minister KP Sharma Oli, has displayed unwavering
support for the ordinances. CPN-UML leaders have
emphasized their necessity for fostering a business-
friendly environment, attracting investment, and
improving public service delivery. The party has
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actively prepared its lawmakers through training
sessions to defend the ordinances in Parliament,
arguing that they align with the constitutional
framework and address pressing national concerns.
[The Kathmandu Post 4]

As the ordinances are set to be presented in
Parliament on January 31, opposition parties,
particularly the main opposition CPN (Maoist Centre),
have signaled their intent to challenge the
government’s reliance on such measures. The
ordinances are expected to spark vigorous debate,
with critics questioning the government's motives and
defenders emphasizing their potential to drive
economic reforms and governance improvements. The
parliamentary session will serve as a critical test for the
ruling coalition’s ability to navigate internal divisions
and maintain unity amidst growing scrutiny.

Adding to the legislative challenges, progress on
pending bills has been slow. Of the 16 bills under
review by parliamentary committees, only four have
been endorsed after months of deliberations. Speaker
Devraj Ghimire had urged committee chairs in October
to expedite discussions, but delays persist, with some
bills stuck for years. Key proposals, including
amendments to the Nepal Police Act and regulations
on social media, remain stalled. The National
Assembly's Legislation Management Committee has
revealed that 39 laws required for the full
implementation of the 2015 constitution are still
missing, leaving critical gaps in governance. [The
Kathmandu Post 5]

Nepal: Supreme Court blocks hydro
projects in conservation areas

(Im) Nepal's Supreme Court has halted the
construction and operation of 267 hydroelectric
projects, citing their location within conservation and
protected areas. The January 15 verdict has drawn
sharp criticism from the private sector, particularly the
Independent Power Producers’ Association of Nepal
(IPPAN).

The blocked projects represent a combined production
capacity of 19,736 MW, which is roughly equivalent to
the entire electricity production capacity of a country
like Malaysia or nearly 80 percent of Thailand's total
electricity capacity.

IPPAN has warned that halting these projects could
result in significant economic losses, as Nepal has
signed power export agreements with India and
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Bangladesh. IPPAN emphasized that nearly 24 percent
of Nepal's land, amounting to over 34,425 square
kilometers, is classified as protected or conservation
areas.

The controversy stems from government ordinances
issued in late 2023, just before an investment summit,
allowing hydro projects to be developed within or
passing through conservation zones. The Supreme
Court’s decision overrides these ordinances, leaving
the future of Nepal's hydropower ambitions in
uncertainty. [The Indian Express]

Nepal: Chair of pro-monarchy party faces
criticism at central committee meeting

(Im) The Rastriya Prajantra Party (RPP), Nepal's pro-
monarchy political party and the fifth-largest in
Parliament, concluded its central committee meeting
on January 27. The meeting focused on internal
organizational issues, contemporary political matters,
and preparations for district conventions scheduled by
mid-May.

Party chair Rajendra Lingden faced criticism from
several members, including General Secretary Dhawal
Shamsher Rana, who accused him of deviating from
the party’s 2021 general convention mandate. Rana
raised 16 questions about Lingden's leadership style,
alleging breaches in party policy.

Tensions within the party reportedly stem from a
series of decisions by Lingden, including Rana's
removal as head of the organization department while
undergoing medical treatment in 2024. Lingden’s
alignment with government coalition policies
advocating a "federal republic" was also criticized, with
dissenters arguing it contradicted the RPP's core
agenda of restoring Nepal as a Hindu state and
monarchy.

Although party spokespersons claimed Lingden
maintained majority support, internal disputes over
leadership decisions and recent electoral setbacks
were significant discussion points. The RPP failed to
secure any positions in the December 2024 by-
elections, highlighting concerns over declining party
credibility.

The meeting, which saw participation from around 300
central committee members, underscored the growing
factional divides within the party. Senior leaders,

including Pashupati Shemsher Rana and Rekha Thapa,
joined in criticizing Lingden, reflecting deeper tensions
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that may challenge the party's cohesion moving
forward. [The Kathmandu Post]

Nepal: Opposition Maoist Centre’s
factional politics influences student wing
elections

(Im) The elections for new leadership within the All
Nepal National Independent Students’ Union
(Revolutionary), the student wing of the main
opposition Communist Party of Nepal (Maoist Centre),
have been marred by allegations of bias and
manipulation. Some candidates have accused the
election committee of favoring contenders close to the
party's chairperson, former Prime Minister Pushpa
Kamal Dahal.

Controversies arose following the publication of the
final list of candidates, with claims of unexplained
withdrawals and position changes. Among the five
chairperson candidates, Bijay Prakash Sharma Sapkota
has emerged as a strong contender, reportedly backed
by Dahal and party secretary Shakti Basnet. The
election committee, chaired by former attorney
general Mukti Narayan Shrestha, has also faced
criticism for alleged partiality.

The elections, held on January 25, aim to elect a 243-
member central committee, including 33 office-
bearers. Internal divisions within the Maoist Centre
have significantly shaped the election dynamics, with
various senior party leaders backing different
candidates. Critics claim that efforts to impose an age
limit on union members were also a strategy to ensure
favorable outcomes for Dahal's allies.

Observers note that the results hold broader
implications for the Maoist Centre's internal power
dynamics, as a loss for Dahal's preferred candidate
could weaken his influence over the party's affiliated
organizations. [The Kathmandu Post]

Nepal: Former prime minister discusses
political alternatives and the need for
ideological clarity

(Im) Baburam Bhattarai, chairperson of the Nepal
Samajwadi Party (Naya Shakti) and a former prime
minister, has highlighted the urgent need for
ideological clarity and the repolarization of alternative
political forces to address Nepal's pressing challenges.
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Bhattarai, who was once the second-in-command of
the main opposition Communist Party of Nepal (CPN)
(Maoist Centre) during its decade-long insurgency,
emphasized the failures of traditional political parties
and the necessity of a new, progressive political
framework to achieve economic transformation and
strengthen the federal democratic republic.

Bhattarai criticized the major parties, including the
Nepali Congress and the CPN (Unified Marxist-
Leninist) (CPN-UML), led by Prime Minister KP Sharma
Oli, for their inability to adapt to the post-capitalist era.
He pointed out systemic issues such as corruption,
geopolitical vulnerabilities, ineffective governance
structures, and the neglect of identity-based rights as
major obstacles to progress. He advocated for reforms,
including direct elections for executive positions,
proportional representation in legislatures, and
decentralization that genuinely empowers local and
provincial governments.

Despite setbacks in forming a robust alternative
political force, Bhattarai remains committed to the
vision of a socialism-based political ideology that
transcends both liberal democracy and traditional
communism. He noted the increasing public
disillusionment with established leaders and parties,
including those in Madhes, where regional leaders
have failed to address voters' concerns.

Bhattarai also expressed his willingness to engage with
newer political entities like the Rastriya Swatantra
Party (RSP) and Bibeksheel Sajha, as well as
independent leaders, to form a broad alliance of
alternative forces. However, he underscored the
importance of achieving ideological clarity before
establishing formal collaborations.

While ruling out any possibility of reunification with
former comrades from the Maoist Centre, Bhattarai
reiterated his stance against their reliance on outdated
communist rhetoric and practices, which he described
as deceptive. He remains focused on developing a
cohesive political document to guide the emergence of
an effective alternative force capable of addressing
Nepal's socio-economic challenges.

Bhattarai also criticized the current Nepali Congress-
CPN-UML coalition’s constitutional amendment
proposals, arguing that their intent is to consolidate
power by reducing proportional representation and
marginalizing smaller parties, rather than enriching the
federal democratic framework. Looking ahead, he
envisions the potential for a broad electoral front of
alternative forces, driven by Nepal's youth, to bring



about meaningful political transformation in the next
general elections. [The Kathmandu Post]

Nepal: Supreme Court questions
amnestiable provision for murder in
transitional justice law

(Im) The Supreme Court of Nepal has directed the
government, parliament secretariat, and constitutional
bodies to provide written justifications for classifying
murder as an amnestiable crime and allowing a 75
percent reduction in sentencing under the amended
transitional justice law. The Chief Justice-led
Constitutional Bench will hold a final hearing once
clarifications are received.

This directive follows a writ petition filed by 48 victims
of Nepal's Maoist insurgency (1996-2006), challenging
provisions in the Enforced Disappearances Enquiry,
Truth and Reconciliation Commission Act, amended in
August 2024. The petitioners argue that murder, as a
serious human rights violation, should not be
considered amnestiable, even with the consent of
victims. They also oppose the provision allowing the
Attorney General's Office to pursue cases with
penalties reduced to just 25 percent of the original
sentence, claiming it protects perpetrators.

The law was amended following negotiations among
the ruling Nepali Congress, the Communist Party of
Nepal (Unified Marxist-Leninist) (CPN-UML) of Prime
Minister Oli, and the main opposition, the Communist
Party of Nepal (Maoist Centre), led by former insurgent
leader and former prime minister Pushpa Kamal
Dahal. The CPN-UML reversed its earlier victim-centric
stance during the process.

Although the Supreme Court had instructed the
government to revise the Act in 2015, substantive
changes were only introduced in 2024, but many
victims and human rights groups remain dissatisfied.
While the amendments include progressive provisions,
several controversial clauses continue to face criticism.
Delays in appointing members to transitional justice
commissions have added to the frustration, prompting
additional petitions from victims, including former
Maoist child soldiers. [The Kathmandu Post]

Nepal: Election Commission registers
Rastriya Mukti Party Nepal
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(Im) The Election Commission has officially registered
the Rastriya Mukti Party Nepal, founded by senior
Madhesi leader Rajendra Mahato. The party was
granted a gas cylinder as its election symbol, alongside
a rectangular dark blue flag featuring a bow and arrow.

Madhesis are an ethnically diverse community
predominantly residing in Nepal's southern plains,
known as the Tarai region, bordering India. They have
historically advocated for greater political
representation and rights in Nepal's governance.

Rajendra Mahato, a prominent figure in the Madhesh
province, left the Mahantha Thakur-led Loktantrik
Samajbadi Party in February 2024 and announced the
formation of his new party in September. With over
two decades in national politics, Mahato has served as
a lawmaker, minister, and leader of various Madhesh-
based parties, including the Sadbhavana Party and
Tarai-Madhesh Loktantrik Party. [The Kathmandu Post]

Nepal: Madhesh government withdraws
language bill following public backlash

(Im) The Madhesh provincial government, representing
the Madhesh Province—a southern region of Nepal
predominantly inhabited by the Madhesi community,
known for its cultural and linguistic diversity—has
withdrawn a controversial language bill. The proposed
legislation aimed to designate official languages for the
province but excluded several significant languages,
such as Tharu and Magahi, sparking widespread
criticism and protests.

During a session on January 24, Speaker Ramchandra
Mandal proposed the bill's withdrawal, which received
unanimous approval from assembly members. The
decision followed a formal request from the Chief
Minister’s Office, in line with a Cabinet resolution, and
Education Minister Rani Kumari Tiwari officially
presented the proposal to withdraw the legislation.

The bill had been contentious since its introduction
earlier in the week, with lawmakers strongly opposing
the exclusion of major regional languages. An
assembly session on January 23 witnessed heightened
resistance from members, alongside public
demonstrations. [The Kathmandu Post]

Nepal: RSP chief Lamichhane granted bail
in multiple fraud cases
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(Im/rs) Rastriya Swatantra Party (RSP) chair and former
Home Minister Rabi Lamichhane has been embroiled
in multiple cooperative fraud cases, facing allegations
of embezzling millions of rupees. The Rupandehi
District Court recently granted him bail of NPR 10
million (USD 74,000) in a case involving the Supreme
Credit and Savings Cooperative. Lamichhane is
accused of financial irregularities, including
unauthorized transactions and questionable
ownership transfers.

Government prosecutors had pushed for his judicial
detention, arguing that his release could obstruct the
judicial process. Lamichhane’s legal team countered by
alleging political motives behind the charges. The
Rupandehi court’s decision followed extensive
hearings during which prosecutors presented evidence
tying Lamichhane to cooperative fraud and organized
crime. The case also implicates 21 others and
estimates damages exceeding NPR 555.9 million (USD
4.1 million). [The Himalayan Times]

Lamichhane has previously been granted bail in other
cooperative fraud cases. The Kathmandu District Court
released him on NPR 6 million (USD 44,400) bail for the
Swarnalakshmi Cooperative case, while the Kaski
District Court granted him bail of NPR 6.5 million (USD
48,100) in the Suryadarshan Cooperative case. Both
cases similarly involve allegations of embezzling
cooperative funds and misusing depositors' savings.
[The Kathmandu Post 1]

The Rupandehi case builds on investigations by the
Butwal Area Police Office, with accusations that
Lamichhane misappropriated funds from depositors
for personal ventures, including his now-defunct media
outlet, Galaxy 4K TV, which he managed before
entering politics in 2022. Lamichhane also faces
related investigations in Chitwan and Parsa districts,
indicating the broad scope of his alleged financial
misconduct.

Legal experts and observers have raised concerns over
judicial impartiality, particularly following the
Rupandehi court’s decision to release Lamichhane
under recognizance earlier in the week. Critics argue
that this approach risks undermining public trust in the
justice system, as Lamichhane has faced repeated
allegations of influencing proceedings. [The
Kathmandu Post 2]

Lamichhane denies all charges, claiming the cases are
politically motivated. However, prosecutors assert that
his actions caused significant financial harm to
cooperative members across multiple districts.
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Nepal: Government strengthens
cooperative oversight amid financial
exploitation protests

(Im) Nepal is addressing widespread financial
exploitation in its cooperative sector and predatory
lending practices with the establishment of the
National Cooperative Regulatory Authority (NCRA). The
newly formed body, replacing the dissolved National
Cooperative Development Board, aims to tackle
systemic irregularities, investigate mismanagement,
and restore public trust in cooperatives. Inaugurated
by Land Management, Cooperatives, and Poverty
Alleviation Minister Balaram Adhikari on January 28,
the NCRA will oversee approximately 34,000
cooperatives nationwide, including the 3,200
concentrated in Bagmati Province and 2,300 in the
Kathmandu Valley. [The Kathmandu Post 1] [The
Kathmandu Post 2]

The NCRA's creation comes amidst rising protests from
victims of fraudulent cooperatives and loan sharks.
Many cooperatives have been declared crisis-ridden
and sealed. Victims allege coercive practices, including
being forced to buy overpriced land as a condition for
financial settlements, with some reporting inflated
valuations as high as NPR 5.2 million (USD 38,480) for
land worth only NPR 1.5 million (USD 11,100). These
practices have left depositors further indebted and
financially vulnerable. [The Kathmandu Post 3]

Adding to the turmoil, Ghorahi has witnessed protests
from victims of predatory loan sharks who exploit legal
loopholes to harass borrowers using fraudulent
promissory notes and blank checks. Demonstrators
outside the Dang District Court demanded judicial
intervention against exorbitant interest rates and
unfair practices that drive borrowers into deeper
financial distress. [The Kathmandu Post 4]

The NCRA, led temporarily by Secretary Arjun Prasad
Pokharel, will work to regulate the sector, investigate
malpractice, and take action against perpetrators.
Officials have pledged to update outdated laws and
ensure that federal, provincial, and local governments
take ownership of cooperative issues. However, some
cooperative operators have expressed concerns over
new restrictions on deposit amounts and geographic
classifications, though authorities argue these
measures enhance depositor security, particularly as
banks now operate in remote areas. [The Kathmandu
Post 1]
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Nepal: School teachers prepare protests
to push for education bill's endorsement

(rs) ) Teachers across Nepal are preparing to protestin
Kathmandu to demand the endorsement of the long-
pending School Education Bill. Organized by the Nepal
Teachers' Federation, the demonstrations aim to
pressure the federal parliament to pass the bill, which
is vital for implementing the 2015 Constitution's
provisions to devolve education sector management to
local and provincial levels. The federation accuses the
government of delaying action despite a prior six-point
agreement addressing teachers' concerns, reached
after similar protests in September 2023.

Teachers oppose the proposal to place them under
local government jurisdiction, arguing it could lead to
politically biased treatment. They demand that teacher
management remain under federal authority, as
previously agreed with the government.

Education Minister Bidya Bhattarai has urged teachers
to focus on classrooms, especially with the upcoming
Secondary Education Examinations (SEE) scheduled for
March 20 to April 1. Bhattarai emphasized that the
current SEE pass rate of 48 percent is targeted to
increase to 70 percent, making teachers' classroom
presence critical. She warned against politicizing the
education sector, referencing past initiatives to curb
political affiliations among teachers. [The Kathmandu
Post]

Nepal: Emission tests reveal high
pollution levels from vehicles in
Kathmandu Valley

(Im) 74 percent of diesel vehicles and 20 percent of
petrol vehicles tested in Kathmandu Valley recently
failed emission tests. The tests, conducted between
January 13 and 27, revealed that 193 out of 261 diesel
vehicles, including buses, micro-buses, and Tata pick-
up trucks, emitted black smoke beyond permissible
levels. Similarly, 14 out of 71 petrol vehicles failed the
test.

Officials attribute the excessive pollution to older
vehicles, particularly those over 20 years old, which
remain in operation despite government
announcements to ban such vehicles. The ban,
intended to curb air pollution, reduce road accidents,
and alleviate traffic congestion, has yet to be
implemented.
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The emission testing initiative, coordinated with the
traffic police and federal agencies, aims to raise
awareness and enforce pollution control measures.
Drivers and vehicle owners whose vehicles failed the
test have been warned to perform necessary
maintenance within a week to avoid fines and legal
actions. The city office has also begun testing vehicles
that have already passed the federal government's
green sticker standards, uncovering cases where poor
maintenance caused continued excessive emissions.

The Kathmandu Metropolitan City, empowered by the
KMC Environment and Natural Resources Protection
Act-2021, has taken steps to address air pollution,
including purchasing portable smoke meters and
training engineers to carry out tests. Officials
emphasize that stricter enforcement and sustained
maintenance practices are essential to tackling vehicle-
related pollution in the Valley. [The Kathmandu Post]

Nepal: Police brutality in Chitwan
highlights excessive force concerns

Avideo showing an Assistant Sub-Inspector (ASI) of the
Nepal Police violently assaulting a youth during a
routine vehicle document check in Chitwan has
reignited debates over the Nepal Police's use of
excessive force. The December 31 incident, which
surfaced on social media weeks later, shows the ASI
kicking and trampling the youth, prompting his
suspension and widespread public criticism.

The Nepal Police has launched an investigation, with a
five-member committee reviewing the case. While
police representatives stress that officer's actions
violated ethical standards, experts argue the incident
reflects broader concerns about law enforcement's
misuse of power. Criminologists suggest that excessive
force in such cases could be prosecuted as attempted
murder if it posed a threat to the victim’s life.

This incident is not isolated, as Nepal Police has faced
similar accusations in the past. Examples include
excessive force during the 2015 Madhesi protests,
leading to multiple deaths, and high-profile cases like
the 2020 custodial death of a youth. Rights
organizations, including Human Rights Watch, have
repeatedly criticized Nepal Police for human rights
violations, citing a lack of accountability in many cases.

While Article 22 of Nepal's Constitution prohibits cruel
or inhuman treatment of detainees, critics claim
enforcement remains inconsistent. The Nepal Police
insists on its commitment to human rights and
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conducts training to sensitize officers, yet individual
cases of misconduct persist. Rights groups continue to
call for stricter accountability and reform within the
institution to prevent such incidents in the future. [The
Kathmandu Post]

Nepal: Child Marriage Free campaign
intensifies with provincial support

(Im) Nepal's national campaign to eliminate child
marriage by 2030 is gaining momentum across its
seven provinces, as stakeholders pledge their support
to the 'Child Marriage Free Nepal' initiative. Organized
by Just Rights for Children (JRC) and Backward Society
Education (BASE), the campaign recently held
awareness events in Hetauda, the capital of Bagmati
Province, involving students, teachers, elected
representatives, officials, and local communities.

Launched nationally by the National Child Rights
Council (NCRC) and JRC on December 31 last year, the
campaign began with a pledge from Prime Minister KP
Sharma Oli to eliminate child marriage. Provincial
efforts now include door-to-door awareness initiatives
to unite citizens in the fight against this deeply rooted
issue. [The Kathmandu Post]

Nepal: Protests against cable car project
at Hindu pilgrimage site escalate

(Im) Protests against the Pathibhara cable car project,
located near the revered Hindu pilgrimage site in
eastern Nepal, have intensified, leading to the
shutdown of the Mechi Highway and Tamor Corridor.
The demonstrators, organized under the 'No Cable Car
Group' and led by groups like the Mukkumlung
Struggle Committee and Kirat Yakthung Chumlung,
demand the immediate cancellation of the project,
public apologies from local officials, free treatment for
those injured in recent clashes, and the release of
detainees arrested during the protests. [The
Kathmandu Post 1] [The Kathmandu Post 2]

Tensions first escalated on January 25, when police
attempted to search protesters' camps near the
Kaflepati area, resulting in violent clashes.
Demonstrators reportedly threw stones, and police
used tear gas, leaving several individuals injured,
including three armed police officers and multiple
protesters. Protesters claimed police fired bullets, with
two demonstrators suffering gunshot wounds and
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being airlifted to Kathmandu for treatment. [The
Kathmandu Post 3]

The cable car project, slated for completion in 15
months, has been met with resistance over concerns
that it threatens the cultural and environmental
integrity of the Pathibhara region. Protesters have also
called for the dissolution of the Pathibhara Area
Development Committee and the closure of Global IME
Bank branches, accusing the bank of financing the
controversial project.

Nepal: Renowned doctor advocates
reforms in healthcare and pediatric care
projects

(Im) Renowned cardiothoracic surgeon Dr. Bhagawan
Koirala, instrumental in establishing Nepal's Shahid
Gangalal National Heart Centre and other health
institutions, highlighted concerns about Nepal's
healthcare sector. Speaking about the growing exodus
of health professionals, Koirala emphasized the need
for policy reforms to address push factors like poor
working conditions, low pay, and safety issues while
creating incentives to retain skilled professionals. He
also advocated for reciprocal benefits when the
government signs agreements with countries like the
UK for sending health workers abroad.

Koirala underscored the importance of sustainable
healthcare financing through insurance models to
improve salaries and working conditions in both public
and private sectors. He highlighted that 54 percent of
health expenditures in Nepal are out-of-pocket,
hampering the ability of institutions to provide
competitive pay.

On pediatric care, Koirala detailed his ambitious
project to establish children’s hospitals in all seven
provinces, noting the urgent need for specialized
pediatric care to address Nepal's stagnant neonatal
death rate of 21 deaths per 1,000 births. He pointed
out the success of the satellite hospital in Koshi
Province and plans to start services in Kathmandu
within six months.

Koirala also criticized the rising failure rates in Nepal
Medical Council (NMC) licensing exams, attributing
them to varying educational standards across
institutions. He stressed the need for skills-based
assessments alongside knowledge tests to ensure
patient safety and called for higher-quality training in
medical institutions.
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Despite the challenges, Koirala remains optimistic,
emphasizing the importance of trust and consistent
efforts in reforming Nepal's healthcare system. [The
Kathmandu Post]

Nepal: Nearly 70 percent of medical
graduates fail licensing exam

(rs) A recent licensing examination conducted by the
Nepal Medical Council revealed that over two-thirds of
medical graduates, including MBBS degree holders
from Nepal and abroad, failed to qualify. Out of 844
candidates, only 262 (31.04 percent) passed, with
MBBS doctors showing a 32 percent success rate and
dentists a mere 23 percent.

A majority of the unsuccessful candidates were repeat
test-takers, with some attempting the exam more than
17 times. Council officials expressed serious concerns
over the declining quality of medical education,
warning of potential risks to patient safety if
inadequately trained doctors are allowed to practice.

To address these issues, the council plans to consult
with the Health Ministry, Education Ministry, and
Medical Education Commission on policy reforms.
Proposed measures include the introduction of skill-
based assessments, which are currently absent due to
limited infrastructure. [The Kathmandu Post]

Nepal: Budget crunch stalls Chaurjahari
and Rakam Karnali model town projects

(Im) The Chaurjahari and Rakam Karnali model town
projects, part of a government initiative to develop
modern towns along Nepal's Mid-Hill Highway, have
stalled due to severe budget constraints.

The government had designated a total of ten towns,
including Chaurjahari and Rakam Karnali, to curb
migration from hill districts by providing modern
amenities. However, the Chaurjahari project, initiated
in 2011 with a target budget of NPR 10 billion (USD 73
million), has seen minimal progress. Although plans
include constructing infrastructure such as roads,
schools, hospitals, and housing for around 100,000
people, only a bus park has been completed so far at a
cost of NPR 30 million (USD 219,000). The project's
acting chief recently highlighted that only NPR 80
million (USD 584,000) has been allocated for the
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current fiscal year, insufficient to meet even minor
infrastructure needs.

The situation is similar in Rakam Karnali, Dailekh
district, where an estimated NPR 19.82 billion (USD
144.4 million) project has progressed slowly, with only
NPR 262.8 million (USD 1.9 million) spent to date. Plans
for roads, drainage systems, bus parks, and landfill
sites remain largely unfulfilled, leading to frustrations
among local residents. [The Kathmandu Post]

Nepal: Siddhababa tunnel breakthrough
marks milestone in road safety and
connectivity

(Im) The Siddhababa tunnel project, a vital
infrastructure initiative in Nepal, achieved a significant
milestone with the breakthrough of its 1,089-meter-
long main tunnel. The project, valued at NPR 7.34
billion (USD 54.1 million), was awarded to the China
State Construction Engineering Corporation in
February 2022. It aims to address the dangerous
landslide-prone Siddhababa-Dovan road section, a
critical link between the hill districts of Palpa, Gulmi,
and Syangja and the Tarai districts in Lumbini Province.

While the tunnel excavation is complete, it is estimated
that vehicles will begin operating through the tunnel in
over a year, provided the contractor adheres to the
timeline. The tunnel will be maintained by the
contractor for five years following its completion,
which is scheduled by March 2027. This achievement
follows last year's breakthrough of the Nagdhunga-
Naubise tunnel, signaling Nepal's entry into an era of
modern tunnel infrastructure. [The Kathmandu Post]

Nepal: Road accidents claim an average of
seven lives daily

(Im) Nepal experiences at least 75 road accidents daily,
with an average of seven fatalities, according to a
recent Nepal Police report. In the month of Poush
(mid-December to mid-January), 2,276 accidents were
recorded, resulting in 197 deaths and 3,417 injuries,
646 of which were classified as serious. These incidents
involved 3,374 vehicles.

Motorcycles accounted for approximately 70 percent
of all accidents, making them the most vulnerable
category. Cars followed at 13 percent, with buses
contributing close to six percent. A significant
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proportion of accidents—over 39 percent—occurred
during nighttime hours between 6 PM and midnight,
while around 37 percent took place between noon and
6 PM.

Over-speeding emerged as the leading cause,
contributing to more than half of the accidents (1,160
cases), followed by drink-driving, which was
responsible for 247 accidents during the same period.
Despite a 15-year anti-drink and drive campaign by the
traffic police, including fines and mandatory classes,
the issue persists. Repeated violations can lead to
license cancellation, yet hundreds of drink-driving
cases continue to be reported monthly.

The increasing number of vehicles on the roads has
contributed to the rising accident rates. In the previous
fiscal year, 2,369 people lost their lives in road
accidents, with many more injured. Over the last
decade, Nepal has witnessed 260,000 road accidents,
resulting in over 24,000 deaths and 50,000 injuries.
[The Kathmandu Post]

Pakistan: Negotiations between
government and main opposition PTI
break down

(Im/afk) In a significant development amidst ongoing
political unrest, jailed former Prime Minister Imran
Khan has called for overseas Pakistanis to stop sending
remittances to the country. This appeal comes as
political tensions continue to escalate between Khan's
party, Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTl), and the Pakistani
government.

Khan's call was issued through a social media post,
urging Pakistanis living abroad to halt their remittance
transfers, which he argues financially supports the
government that he accuses of suppressing political
dissent. Remittances, which play a crucial role in
stabilizing Pakistan’s fragile economy and supporting
its foreign reserves, are particularly important from
countries like Saudi Arabia, the UAE, the US, and the
UK, where millions of Pakistanis are employed. [Arab
News 1]

The call for a remittance boycott comes after failed
negotiations between the PTI and the government.
Talks broke down following the PTI's demand that
judicial commissions be formed to investigate the anti-
government protests that occurred on May 9, 2023,
and November 26, 2024. These protests, which
involved violent clashes between Khan's supporters
and security forces, left several people dead and raised
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concerns over the role of Pakistan’'s military in the
country's political affairs. [DAWN] [The News
International] [The Express Tribune]

Adding to PTI's challenges, an anti-terrorism court in
Faisalabad issued non-bailable arrest warrants for PTI
leaders, including Omar Ayub, Shibli Faraz, Kanwal
Shauzab, and Fawad Chaudhary, for their alleged
participation in the May 9 riots. [The Nation] [Arab
News 2]

Pakistan: PPP demands local government
polls, flood relief for Balochistan, and
action on key national issues

(Im) The Pakistan Peoples Party (PPP) has urged the
federal government to hold local government elections
in Punjab and Islamabad and address the plight of
flood-affected people in Balochistan. During a Central
Executive Committee (CEC) meeting chaired by PPP
Chairman Bilawal Bhutto-Zardari, the party
emphasized its dissatisfaction with the government’s
failure to include PPP in key decision-making processes
and honor agreements.

The CEC passed resolutions demanding immediate
elections as per agreements with the government and
criticized anti-worker measures in state institutions. It
also expressed concern over controversial canal
constructions, calling for an urgent meeting of the
Council of Common Interests (CCl) to address the
issue. Additionally, the party criticized agricultural
policies, urging assistance for farmers, and called for
immediate federal funding to rehabilitate Balochistan
flood victims.

The party supported the demands of Gilgit-Baltistan
residents for self-governance and ownership rights.

The PPP reiterated its opposition to the controversial
Peca Ordinance and called for broader consultations
with journalists and media representatives during
legislative processes. Regarding the 26th Amendment,
Bilawal stressed that only Parliament has the authority
to address constitutional changes and urged other
institutions, including the Supreme Court, to adhere to
constitutional mandates. [DAWN]

Pakistan: Women voted differently from
men in 18 percent of communities in 2024
general election
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(Im) A new report from the Free and Fair Election
Network (FAFEN) has highlighted a significant gender-
based divergence in voting patterns during Pakistan's
general election on February 8 last year. According to
the report, in 18 percent of the communities, women
voted differently from men, choosing different winners
in male and female polling stations. This divergence
was especially notable in urban areas, where voting
choices between genders were more likely to differ.

The 2024 election, which saw a hung parliament and
sparked protests over allegations of vote rigging, was
marred by a mobile internet shutdown and delayed
results. Despite these issues, the election ultimately
saw Shehbaz Sharif, backed by a coalition of political
parties, secure a win over Omar Ayub of the Sunni
Ittehad Council (SIC), a party supported by jailed
former prime minister Imran Khan.

FAFEN's analysis compared the results from male and
female polling stations within the same communities
and found that, in 82 percent of the communities,
male and female voters aligned in their choice of
winner. However, in the remaining 18 percent of
communities, the male and female voter bases
returned different results.

The report also noted that the highest divergence
occurred in Islamabad, where 37 percent of
communities showed different winners in male and
female polling stations. Balochistan followed with 32
percent, while Sindh, Punjab, and Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
(KP) had lower proportions of divergent results at 19
percent, 18 percent, and 13 percent, respectively.
[Arab News]

Pakistan: Controversial cybercrime law
amendments spark widespread criticism

(an/lm) Pakistan's government has introduced
significant amendments to the country’s primary
cybercrime law, the Prevention of Electronic Crimes Act
(PECA), prompting protests from opposition parties,
journalists, and rights activists who see the legislation
as a move to suppress freedom of expression and
tighten control over digital platforms.

Passed in 2016 by the then-government of Prime
Minister Shehbaz Sharif's Pakistan Muslim League-
Nawaz (PML-N) party, the law was originally enacted to
combat various forms of cybercrime, including cyber
terrorism, unauthorized access, electronic fraud and
online harassment, but it has variously been used to
crack down on journalists, bloggers and other critics of
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the state. The amendment bill was presented in and
passed by Parliament's lower house, the National
Assembly, on January 23 and referred to the Standing
Committee the next day by the upper house, the
Senate.

The amendments propose establishing a Social Media
Protection and Regulatory Authority, empowering it to
block unlawful content, regulate platforms, and
enforce new social media rules. Disinformation would
be punishable by up to three years in prison and a fine
of PKR 2 million (approximately USD 7,150).

The amended bill also dissolves the FIA's Cybercrime
Wing, replacing it with the National Cyber Crime
Investigation Agency (NCCIA), and introduces a tribunal
to oversee social media-related complaints. The
tribunal, chaired by a former high court judge, will
adjudicate cases with decisions subject to appeal in the
Supreme Court. Platforms must register with the new
authority, or risk temporary or permanent bans.
[DAWN]

Critics, including the main opposition Pakistan
Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) party, journalists, and media
unions, denounce the amendments as a "black law"
designed to stifle dissent, impose censorship, and
infringe on the constitutional right to freedom of
expression. Protests erupted in both Houses of
Parliament last week, with journalists staging walkouts
and sit-ins against the proposed changes. Opposition
lawmakers also accused the government of rushing
through the legislation without proper consultation.
[Arab News] [DAWN] [Amnesty International]

Pakistan: Parliament passes Digital
Nation Bill amid concerns over data
security and implementation

(afk/Im) The lower house of Pakistan's bicameral
parliament, the National Assembly, has
overwhelmingly approved the Digital Nation Pakistan
Bill 2024, which aims to transform the country into a
digital society, economy, and governance system by
establishing a comprehensive framework for digital
transformation. [aaj.tv]

The bill, which had been approved by the Cabinetin
June last year, includes the creation of a centralized
digital identity system for citizens, integration of social,
economic, and governance data, and the
establishment of three key bodies: the National Digital
Commission (NDC), Pakistan Digital Authority (PDA),
and a Strategic Oversight Committee (SOC).
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The NDC, chaired by the Prime Minister and including
provincial chief ministers and federal officials, will
oversee the implementation of a national digital
master plan, ensuring a unified approach to
digitization across all levels of government. The PDA
will develop, monitor, and enforce the master plan,
while the SOC will evaluate the PDA’s performance and
provide strategic oversight. The digital master plan
outlines goals for creating a collaborative digital
governance ecosystem and fostering a thriving digital
economy.

State Minister for IT and Telecommunication Shaza
Fatima Khawaja emphasized that the bill would
modernize governance, reduce corruption, and
improve service delivery, although concerns remain
about bureaucratic resistance to digitization. The
proposed digital identity system would integrate data
such as health, assets, and social indicators, drawing
parallels with systems in the United Arab Emirates,
India, and Estonia. [DAWN 1] [DAWN 2]

The main opposition Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI)
party led by jailed ex-Prime Minister Imran Khan has
strongly opposed the bill, with leader Omar Ayub
warning that it could infringe on constitutional rights
and enable extensive surveillance and control over
citizens. PTI leaders have argued that the bill's
provisions granting authorities broad access to
citizens' data could be used to suppress dissent under
the guise of regulation. Ayub criticized the
government's failure to address opposition concerns,
describing the legislation as an attack on fundamental
rights guaranteed by the Constitution.

Barrister Gohar highlighted the hasty passage of laws,
alleging that the government has prioritized rapid
legislation over meaningful debate, with several bills
passed in under 10 minutes during the past year.
Former minister Ali Muhammad Khan accused the
judiciary of politically motivated rulings, pointing to the
sentencing of PTI founder Imran Khan as an example.
[The Express Tribune]

During discussions, concerns were also raised
regarding international cooperation with technology
firms like Elon Musk's Starlink and data security issues
related to such collaborations.

Pakistan: Protesting government workers
demand withdrawal of pension reforms

(an) On January 23, government employees from
across Pakistan gathered in Islamabad for a second
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round of protests led by the All Government
Employees Grand Alliance (AGEGA). The protest saw
participants calling for a reversal of pension reforms
and an increase in allowances. They demanded a 200
percent rise in house rent, medical, and conveyance
allowances, as initially recommended by the Pay and
Pension Committee in 2020.

The protest, which involved over 100 unions and
associations, was a part of a wider movement, with
similar actions taking place in provincial capitals.
AGEGA's Chief Coordinator, Rehman Ali Bajwa,
addressed the crowd, emphasizing the employees'
frustration and warning that if their demands were not
met by February 10, they would hold an indefinite sit-in
in front of the Parliament. [DAWN] [Times of India]
[The News]

Pakistan: Government to create special
tribunal to address missing persons issue

(afk) The government is working on creating a special
tribunal to address the issue of missing persons, with
legislation in progress to resolve the matter
permanently. This was revealed by Additional Attorney
General Amir Rehman during proceedings in the
Supreme Court on January 23. He informed the seven-
member Constitutional Bench that Justice (retd) Faqir
Muhammad Khokhar has been appointed as the chair
of the Commission of Inquiry on Enforced
Disappearances (CIED). The cabinet has also formed a
committee to draft the necessary legislation.

The inquiry comes amid ongoing concerns over
enforced disappearances, particularly those involving
individuals abducted during midnight raids in areas
like Badin in May last year. [The Express Tribune] [Urdu
Point]

Pakistan: Prime Minister forms Special
Task Force to combat human trafficking

(afk) Pakistan's Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif recently
announced the formation of a Special Task Force to
address the growing issue of human trafficking
syndicates in the country. The task force will be led by
the prime minister himself, and its primary goal is to
bring perpetrators of human trafficking to justice. This
move comes in response to increasing concerns over
human smuggling, particularly following the tragic
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deaths of Pakistanis in an illegal immigrant boat
incident.

During a review meeting, Prime Minister Sharif
emphasized the need for accelerated efforts to arrest
those involved in trafficking and directed relevant
departments, including the Foreign Ministry, to
intensify their efforts in identifying human smugglers.
The meeting highlighted the identification of six major
trafficking groups, the filing of 12 FIRs, and the arrests
of key suspects. Additionally, the names of several
individuals were added to the passport control list, and
authorities have seized vehicles, bank accounts, and
other assets linked to these syndicates.

The prime minister also discussed actions taken
against suspected personnel from the Federal
Investigation Agency (FIA) and received updates on the
work of an overseas investigative committee. Sharif
reiterated his commitment to tackling the issue and
ensuring that all involved in these crimes face legal
consequences. [The Express Tribune] [Associated Press
of Pakistan]

Pakistan: Child abuse under scrutiny as
police investigate murder of 7-year-old
boy

(Im) The murder of a seven-year-old boy, Mohammad
Sarim, in Karachi has reignited concerns over child
abuse in Pakistan. Sarim, who went missing on January
7, was found dead 11 days later in an underground
water tank in his apartment complex. A medical report
revealed the child had been subjected to sexual
violence and sustained 12 injuries prior to his death.

Sarim's case highlights the ongoing prevalence of child
abuse in Pakistan, where nearly 10 cases are reported
daily, with girls disproportionately affected, according
to Sahil, an organization focused on child protection.
Pakistan introduced a national child abuse law in 2020,
following the 2018 rape and murder of 7-year-old
Zainab Ansari, which sparked nationwide outrage. The
law mandates swift action, including filing a case within
two hours of a child being reported missing and
establishing a helpline and agency for issuing alerts.
However, challenges persist in enforcement and
addressing societal taboos surrounding sexual abuse
education. [Arab News]
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Pakistan: Court sentences four individuals
to death for blasphemy

(Im) A court in Rawalpindi sentenced four individuals to
death under Pakistan's blasphemy laws for allegedly
posting sacrilegious content on social media regarding
Islamic religious figures and the Holy Qur'an. The
defendants were also fined PKR 4.6 million
(approximately USD 16,500), with additional jail terms
in case of appeal overturns.

Pakistan's blasphemy laws, enacted in the 1980s, have
faced criticism for being misused to settle personal
disputes and for fostering mob violence. While
authorities have yet to execute a death sentence under
these laws, the mere accusation often incites unrest,
raising concerns about the fairness and implications of
such judgments. Appeals to the High Court are
underway. [Arab News]

Pakistan: Cabinet approves gas price hike
for industries, spares domestic consumers

(Im) Pakistan's Economic Coordination Committee
(ECC) has approved an increase in gas tariffs for
industrial consumers, raising the rate for captive
power plants from PKR 3,000 (USD 10.80) to PKR 3,500
(USD 12.60) per metric million British thermal units
(mmbtu). The measure aims to generate necessary
revenue for the gas sector during the fiscal year ending
June 30. Captive power plants, dedicated to providing
electricity solely to the operations of owning entities,
will bear the increased cost.

The ECC, however, rejected a proposal to raise gas
tariffs for domestic consumers, citing the need to
shield households from additional financial strain. This
decision follows previous gas price hikes in February
2024, which were part of Pakistan's fiscal tightening
commitments under the International Monetary Fund's
(IMF) USD 3 billion bailout program.

Amid earlier protests against rising energy costs in
2024, the government had introduced temporary
subsidies to alleviate financial pressures on residential
electricity consumers. [Arab News]

Pakistan: Industrialists decry 1 percent
interest rate cut, demand deeper
reduction for economic growth
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(Im) Industrialists and traders in Pakistan have strongly
criticized the State Bank of Pakistan's (SBP) recent
decision to reduce interest rates by just 1 percent,
calling the move insufficient in addressing the
country’s economic challenges. The business
community has urged the central bank to adopt a
more aggressive monetary policy, advocating for a 500
basis points (5 percent) rate cut to better align with
Pakistan’s broader economic goals, including boosting
growth, exports, and employment. [The Express
Tribune]

The business community's criticism of the SBP's
decision follows broader concerns over the
government's economic strategy. There is growing
frustration that the current approach is not adequately
supporting businesses or addressing the underlying
structural issues in the economy. Industrialists have
called for substantial measures that would not only
stimulate immediate economic growth but also foster
sustainable development in the long run. [Arab News]

Pakistan: Punjab province launches cash
cards for minorities to address
marginalization

(mra) Punjab's Chief Minister, Maryam Nawaz Sharif,
has launched the 'Minority Card', a welfare initiative
aimed at supporting the province's minority
communities, including Sikhs, Hindus, Christians, and
others.

The program, which began during the Hindu festival of
Diwali in October 2024, provides PKR 10,500 (USD
37.65) per family every quarter.In the first phase,
50,000 minority community members in Punjab will
receive the cash card, with plans to increase the
beneficiaries to 75,000 and enhance the funding in the
future.

The program comes amid a history of targeted
violence and discrimination faced by Pakistan's
minorities, who comprise approximately four percent
of the country's population of 241 million, according to
the 2023 census. Recent incidents include mob
violence against Christians in Jaranwala, Punjab, in
August 2023, and forced conversions of Hindu girls and
attacks on temples in Sindh. [Business Recorder] [Arab
News]
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Pakistan: Security forces kill 30 militants
in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa province

(Im) Pakistani security forces have successfully
eliminated 30 militants across three separate
operations in the northwestern Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
(KP) province, as part of ongoing efforts to combat
militant violence. The operations took place in the
districts of Lakki Marwat, Karak, and Khyber, a region
bordering Afghanistan. The Inter-Services Public
Relations (ISPR) confirmed that the security forces not
only killed the militants but also recovered a significant
cache of weapons and ammunition.

In Lakki Marwat, an intelligence-based operation led to
the deaths of 18 militants and the wounding of six
others. In Karak, eight militants were neutralized, while
four more were killed in Khyber. These militants were
reportedly involved in various terrorist activities,
including attacks on security forces and civilians.

The military's action comes amid rising militant activity
in KP, particularly since the collapse of the truce
between the Pakistani government and the Pakistani
Taliban (Tehreek-e-Taliban Pakistan, TTP) in November
2022. In 2024 alone, the military reported the deaths of
925 militants and 383 soldiers in clashes across the
region. The government has repeatedly blamed
Afghanistan for harboring militant groups responsible
for cross-border attacks, although Afghan officials deny
these accusations. [Arab News 1]

Meanwhile, in a related development, the Pakistani
Taliban released one abducted worker from the
Pakistan Atomic Energy Commission (PAEC) and
returned the body of another who had died in
captivity. The abductions took place on January 9,
when militants kidnapped over a dozen PAEC
employees from Lakki Marwat.

Eight of the abducted workers were previously freed
through the efforts of tribal elders and security forces.
However, eight more workers remain in captivity, with
no official confirmation from the government or PAEC
on their status. The Taliban stated that the release of
the worker was a "goodwill gesture" following requests
from tribal elders. Authorities are currently
investigating the cause of death for the worker whose
body was returned, with postmortem results still
pending.

Lakki Marwat has long been a hotspot for militant
activity, exacerbated by its proximity to the
Afghanistan border, which has made the region a focal
point for cross-border militancy and violence. The
Pakistani Taliban has also issued demands, including
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the release of arrested militants and compensation for
homes destroyed in military operations. [Arab News 2]

Pakistan: Escalating violence continues in
Balochistan as security forces clash with
militants

(Im/sn) The ongoing violence in Pakistan's Balochistan
province shows no signs of abating, as clashes
between Pakistani security forces and separatist
militants intensify. The situation is becoming
increasingly challenging for the Pakistani government,
which faces growing frustrations over border security,
particularly along its border with Afghanistan.

In one of the latest incidents, Pakistani security forces
engaged separatists in the Sambaza area, Zhob
District. The confrontation resulted in the confiscation
of weapons, explosives, and ammunition. The Pakistani
military reaffirmed its commitment to eliminating
terrorism following this attack, which came just days
after five separatists were killed in the same district.
[ISPR]

Pakistani forces responded swiftly to further militant
actions. On January 21 and 22, militants launched two
separate attacks in the southwestern province. The
first incident targeted a paramilitary Levies check-post,
while the second involved an assault on a convoy of
mineral-carrying trucks. Both incidents underscore the
heightened violence in the region. No group has
formally claimed responsibility, but such attacks are
frequently attributed to separatist organizations like
the Baloch Liberation Army (BLA), which has long
sought independence for Balochistan. [Arab News 1]

On January 26, violence in the province took another
deadly turn when an improvised explosive device (IED)
exploded on a passenger bus traveling from Khuzdar
to Rawalpindi in Punjab. The attack, which occurred in
Khori, a town about 40 kilometers from Khuzdar city,
killed one person and injured 15 others, including
several soldiers from Pakistan’s armed forces.

Although no group has officially claimed responsibility
for the attack, the BLA is a prime suspect, given its
history of targeting ethnic Punjabis in Balochistan. In
August 2024, for example, BLA militants killed at least
23 Punjabi laborers in Musakhel district. [Arab News 2]

In separate but related updates, Pakistani security
forces have resumed demolishing bunkers in the
Kurram district of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa province,
which has been gripped by deadly sectarian clashes
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since November 2024. The district, home to around
600,000 people, has historically experienced Sunni-
Shiite tensions over land and power. At least 150
people have been killed in the latest violence, which
began with the ambush of a Shiite convoy on
November 21, leaving 52 dead.

In a bid to restore order, provincial authorities initiated
a large-scale operation targeting militants and
demolishing bunkers constructed by warring factions.
The operation aligns with a peace agreement signed
on January 1, where tribes committed to dismantling
bunkers and surrendering heavy weapons. Security
forces have also confiscated a significant number of
illegal weapons from the conflict-affected Bagan area
of Kurram.

The violence has led to road closures, cutting off
access to food, medicine, and other essentials, creating
a humanitarian crisis. Aid convoys have been
ambushed, with the latest attack on January 19 killing
up to 10 people. Relief efforts, including the airlifting of
supplies and evacuation of injured individuals, are
ongoing.

The provincial government has announced plans to
send four aid convoys to Kurram by the end of January
and to convene a jirga (tribal council) to enforce the
peace agreement. Authorities have pledged
indiscriminate action against militants from all factions
and arrests of those implicated in attacks on aid
convoys. [Arab News]

Pakistan: Drought alert issued for
multiple regions amid scarce rainfall

(afk) The Pakistan Meteorological Department (PMD)
has issued a drought alert due to significant rainfall
deficits and rising temperatures, signaling
deteriorating conditions across several regions. From
September 2024 to mid-January 2025, rainfall was 40
percent below normal, with Sindh, Balochistan, and
Punjab being the hardest-hit provinces. Sindh
experienced a 52 percent deficit, Balochistan 45
percent, and Punjab 42 percent, exacerbating the
already dire water scarcity situation. [Arab News]

The PMD has cautioned that the second half of the
season is expected to be drier, influenced by weather
phenomena such as the El Nifio Southern Oscillation
(ENSO) and the transitional Indian Ocean Dipole (IOD).
While northern regions may receive near-normal
rainfall, southern Balochistan is predicted to face
below-average precipitation, which could worsen water
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scarcity and strain agricultural production. Early-
season rains in the north may temporarily replenish
water reserves, but the southern regions are likely to
face ongoing challenges. [DAWN]

This ongoing drought highlights Pakistan's escalating
water crisis, exacerbated by climate change, inefficient
water management, and rapid population growth. With
a population of over 241 million and an annual growth
rate of 2.55 percent, per capita water availability has
dropped dramatically to just 1,000 cubic meters,
compared to 5,000 cubic meters in 1947. As Pakistan's
agricultural sector, a key part of its economy, faces
mounting pressure, experts warn that the country is
heading toward "absolute water scarcity" if these
trends continue. [Arab News 2]

Pakistan: Climate ministry launches
challenge fund for resilient infrastructure

(Im) Pakistan’s climate change ministry has introduced
the "Challenge Fund for Climate Resilient
Infrastructure" to support the development of
sustainable and adaptive infrastructure across regions
vulnerable to climate change. Funded by Germany's
Federal Ministry for Economic Cooperation and
Development (BMZ), the initiative is jointly
implemented by GIZ Pakistan and Adam Smith
International, aiming to bolster the country's resilience
against the impacts of climate change.

The competitive funding mechanism will encourage
innovation and collaboration, allocating resources to
projects addressing environmental challenges.
Provincial and local governments will be empowered to
design and execute climate-resilient infrastructure
initiatives that align with sustainable development
goals and improve community well-being.

Pakistan has faced increasingly erratic weather
patterns, including heat waves, untimely rains,
cyclones, and droughts, attributed to human-driven
climate change. The country is still reeling from the
devastating floods of 2022, which caused over 1,700
deaths, impacted 33 million people, and resulted in
economic losses exceeding USD 30 billion. In response,
Pakistan has launched initiatives like a recently
deployed satellite to monitor natural disasters and
resource management. [Arab News]

Pakistan: First polio case of 2025
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(sn) Pakistan recorded its first wild poliovirus type 1
(WPV1) case of 2025 in Dera Ismail Khan, Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa. The restive southwestern region
recorded 22 cases in 2024, amidst 73 cases nationally.
Islamabad continues its efforts to vaccinate the
incurable disease, with focused attention being
directed towards children. Pakistan's vaccination
program is scheduled to resume between February 3
and February 9. [PPEP]

Pakistan: First mpox case in 2025 reported

(Im) Pakistan has reported its first case of mpox virus
this year. Pakistan initially reported its first mpox case
in August 2024, following which screening protocols
were implemented at all airports and border entry
points. The country reported at least eight cases last
year.

Globally, the World Health Organization declared a
health emergency in August Isat year, in response to a
new mutated mpox strain originating in the
Democratic Republic of Congo. While Pakistan has not
yet reported cases of this mutation, authorities remain
vigilant, with enhanced monitoring measures in place.
[Arab News]

Sri Lanka: Rajapaksa family faces
mounting legal pressures and government
scrutiny

(Im) The Rajapaksa family, once a dominant force in Sri
Lankan politics, is facing mounting legal and political
challenges, with recent government's actions
suggesting efforts to dismantle their lingering influence
and prevent a political resurgence.

Sri Lanka's former President Mahinda Rajapaksa has
filed a Fundamental Rights petition challenging the
government's decision to reduce his security detail,
citing ongoing threats from remnants of the Liberation
Tigers of Tamil Eelam (LTTE). Rajapaksa, who is
credited with ending Sri Lanka's civil war in 2009,
claims the reduction was implemented without a
proper threat assessment and ignores potential risks
due to his role in defeating the LTTE, a group known
for targeting prominent figures. Government officials,
however, insist the reduction aligns with the
Presidents' Entitlements Act and have called on
Rajapaksa to vacate his official residence, part of
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broader efforts to cut privileges for politicians and
alleviate public expenditure. [Daily Mirror 1]

Concurrently, Mahinda’s son, Yoshitha Rajapaksa, was
arrested under the Prevention of Money Laundering
Act in connection with a 31.5-perch property worth LKR
34 million (USD 115,600). The Attorney General advised
the CID that sufficient evidence exists to charge
Yoshitha, who has since been granted bail with a travel
ban imposed. The case, which has been under
investigation for over eight years, has sparked criticism
over judicial delays and raised allegations of politcal
targeting. Yoshitha's defense has called for transparent
legal proceedings, questioning the motives behind the
timing and manner of the arrest. [Daily Mirror 2] [Daily
Mirror 3] [Daily Mirror 4] [Daily Mirror 5] [Daily Mirror
6]

These developments highlight an ongoing feud
between the government and the influential Rajapaksa
family, which has dominated Sri Lankan politics for
decades. The Rajapaksas, particularly during Mahinda's
presidency from 2005 to 2015, wielded immense
power, with their tenure marked by the end of the civil
war and allegations of corruption and
authoritarianism. [Daily Mirror 7]

Sri Lanka: SJB MP calls for change in
leadership approach and party dynamics

(Im) Harshana Rajakaruna, a lawmaker from the main
opposition Samagi Jana Balawegaya (SJB), has called for
both party leader Sajith Premadasa and members to
reevaluate their approaches to reinvigorate the SJB as
a dynamic political force. Speaking on January 27,
Rajakaruna emphasized that while a leadership change
is unnecessary, adjustments in leadership style and
party dynamics are essential for progress.

This appeal comes in the wake of the November 2024
parliamentary elections, where the SJB secured 17
percent of the total vote and won 40 seats, reaffirming
its position as the main opposition. However, this
marked a decline in its electoral performance
compared to previous elections, reflecting a shift in Sri
Lanka's political landscape.

Rajakaruna also commented on ongoing negotiations
between the SJB and the United National Party (UNP),
two parties with a shared history that split in 2020. He
acknowledged positive signs in the discussions but

cautioned that the process could become increasingly
complex. The potential reconciliation between the SJB
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and the UNP could reshape the dynamics of Sri Lanka's
political opposition. [Daily Mirror]

Sri Lanka: Tamil political alliance accuses
ruling NPP of undermining parliamentary
democracy

(Im) The Tamil Progressive Alliance (TPA), a political
coalition representing the interests of Tamil-speaking
minority communities, particularly of Indian-origin
Tamils in Sri Lanka, has accused the ruling National
People's Power (NPP) party, led by the Janatha
Vimukthi Peramuna (JVP), of undermining
parliamentary democracy by restricting the
opposition's representation in key parliamentary
committees.

TPA Leader Mano Ganesan criticized the NPP for what
he described as a deliberate erosion of democratic
traditions in Parliament. Ganesan pointed out that the
JVP, now leading the government, had previously
campaigned for opposition representation in
parliamentary committees. He specifically referenced
JVP MP Sunil Handunnetti's past role as Chair of the
Committee on Public Enterprises (COPE), which
reflected a commitment to parliamentary democracy.

Ganesan accused the NPP of failing to uphold its
promise of a "system change" by systematically
excluding opposition members from Standing
Committees, Caucuses, and Foreign Friendship
Associations. He argued that this approach contradicts
the democratic practices and traditions that the JVP
once championed. [Daily Mirror]

Sri Lanka: Government imposes limits on
ministerial staff, vehicles, and expenses

(raa) The President’s Secretariat has issued new
guidelines to streamline the allocation of resources for
Ministers and Deputy Ministers, aimed at enhancing
efficiency and curbing excesses. The measures include
limits on staff, vehicles, fuel, and other expenses.

Under the guidelines, Ministers are permitted a
maximum of 15 support staff, while Deputy Ministers
are allowed up to 12. These staff members, including
advisors, are to be appointed solely for the duration of
the Minister's tenure. Family members or close
relatives of Ministers and Deputy Ministers are
prohibited from holding these positions. Salaries for
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these roles will follow Schedule IV of Public
Administration Circular 3/2016, which specifies
standardized salary scales for temporary or contract
employees in government services.

Ministers and Deputy Ministers are limited to two
official vehicles, with up to 900 liters of fuel allocated
per month for official use. Additional vehicles, if
required, must be managed by the respective Ministry
Secretary. Government vehicles will also be available
for specific roles, such as Private Secretary,
Coordinating Secretary, Press Secretary, and Public
Relations Officer. [Daily Mirror]

Sri Lanka: President’s Fund to expand
services nationwide through regional
offices

(Im) The President’s Fund, under the leadership of
President Anura Kumar Dissanayake, is set to launch a
new initiative to extend its services nationwide through
341 sub-offices located at Divisional Secretary offices.
The program, aimed at improving service efficiency
and accessibility, will officially commence on February
7.

Previously limited to the Colombo area, the President's
Fund will now offer services such as financial
assistance for medical treatments at the local level.
Five pilot projects at selected Divisional Secretary
offices are already operational, serving as a model for
the nationwide rollout. [Daily Mirror]

Sri Lanka: Women Parliamentarians'
Forum proposes harmonizing marriage
age limits

(sl) The Women Parliamentarians' Forum, led by its
President Saroja Savithri, has proposed amendments
to establish a uniform marriage age under Sri Lanka's
various marriage laws. The proposal was discussed
during a meeting in Parliament, attended by Deputy
Co-Chairpersons MP Chamindrani Kiriella and MP
Samanmali Gunasinghe.

The Forum emphasized the need to harmonize existing
age limits for marriage and agreed to draft necessary
amendments in consultation with civil society
organizations and other stakeholders. Final
recommendations will be developed collaboratively to
address discrepancies in marriage laws.
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Additionally, the Forum discussed introducing
amendments to clearly define the term "child,"
ensuring consistency and clarity in legal
interpretations. [Daily Mirror]

Sri Lanka: Former minister and wife
arrested over misappropriation of funds

(raa) Former Minister Anura Priyadarshana Yapa, a
seasoned Sri Lankan politician and former Minister of
Petroleum Industries, has been arrested alongside his
wife by the Criminal Investigation Department (CID) for
allegedly misusing over LKR 6.1 million (approximately
USD 20,740) in 2014. Yapa, known for his long-standing
career in Parliament and key cabinet roles, is accused
of obtaining funds from the Ceylon Petroleum
Corporation (CPC) under the pretext of aiding flood
victims in Bingiriya and Narammala but instead using
the money for presidential election campaigning in
2015.

The arrests were made following advice from the
Attorney General, and the couple was presented
before the Colombo Magistrate's Court on January 23.
Charges include criminal misappropriation of funds
and violations of the Public Properties Act. The CID is
conducting further investigations into the matter. [Ada
Derana 1] [Ada Derana 2]

Sri Lanka: Bribery commission files
corruption cases against former minister

(axc) The Commission to Investigate Allegations of
Bribery or Corruption has filed three corruption cases
against former Civil Aviation Minister Piyankara
Jayaratna. The charges allege that Jayaratna misused
funds from the Civil Aviation Authority. [Daily Mirror]
[Ceylon Today]

Sri Lanka: Central Bank Governor
highlights delays in prosecuting illegal
pyramid schemes

(Im) Central Bank Governor Dr. Nandalal Weerasinghe
has raised concerns over the prolonged legal
processes associated with prosecuting illegal pyramid
schemes identified under Sri Lanka's Banking Act.
Speaking during a Committee on Public Finance
meeting, Dr. Weerasinghe disclosed that, despite the
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Central Bank determining 20 such schemes as illegal,
some dating back to 2011, no lawsuits have yet been
completed.

The Governor explained that under Section 83(C) of the
Banking Act, the Central Bank identifies unlawful
activities and refers cases to the Criminal Investigation
Department (CID), which then forwards them to the
Attorney General's Department for prosecution.
However, significant delays have hindered the judicial
process, with the oldest case still unresolved after 14
years.

Highlighting the need for systemic reform, Dr.
Weerasinghe called for coordinated efforts among law
enforcement, prosecution, and judicial authorities to
expedite these cases. He also stressed the importance
of preventative measures, including public awareness
campaigns, to combat financial illiteracy and reduce
the risk of individuals falling victim to such schemes.
[Daily Mirror]

Sri Lanka: Jaffna Cultural Centre renamed
to 'Jaffna Thiruvalluvar Cultural Centre’

(Im) The Jaffna Cultural Centre, established by the
Indian government in 2023, has been renamed as the
Jaffna Thiruvalluvar Cultural Centre following requests
from local residents and Tamil politicians to retain the
city's name.

Jaffna, located in northern Sri Lanka, holds significant
cultural and historical importance as the heart of Tamil
heritage on the island. It has long been a center for
Tamil literature, art, and tradition, making it a fitting
location for a cultural hub. The name "Thiruvalluvar"
honors the revered Tamil poet and philosopher, who
authored the Tirukkural, an ancient Tamil text of
ethical and moral teachings. [Daily Mirror]

Sri Lanka: Prevention of Terrorism Act to
be replaced with new legislation

(raa) The Sri Lankan government plans to repeal the
Prevention of Terrorism Act (PTA) and introduce new
legislation, Justice Minister Harshana Nanayakkara
announced in Parliament. A Cabinet proposal to
amend the relevant laws will be presented in the
coming days. [Daily Mirror]

The Prevention of Terrorism Act (PTA) is a law in Sri
Lanka that grants authorities broad powers to search,
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arrest, and detain individuals suspected of
involvement in unlawful activities. Initially enacted as a
temporary measure in 1979, it was made permanent in
1982. Under the PTA, suspects can be detained for up
to 18 months without formal charges, and confessions
obtained during this period are admissible in court,
even if made under duress. The act has faced
significant criticism from international human rights
organizations for facilitating arbitrary detentions,
torture, and other abuses, leading to calls for its repeal
or substantial reform.

Sri Lanka: President Dissanayake sets
ambitious export target of USD 36 billion
by 2030

(Im) Sri Lankan President Anura Kumara Dissanayake
has announced an ambitious export revenue target of
USD 36 billion by 2030 during the Export Development
Council of Ministers meeting. The council, which
resumed its activities after a 28-year hiatus, includes
representatives from key ministries and is tasked with
enhancing Sri Lanka's global competitiveness through
national export policies.

The announcement follows a record-high export
revenue of USD 16.1 billion in 2024, reflecting a 7.06
percent growth compared to 2023. Plans aim to
increase export revenue to USD 18.2 billion in 2025.
The target aligns with the government’s new policy
framework, "A Thriving Nation - A Beautiful Life," which
focuses on strengthening domestic production and
transitioning to an export-driven economy.

Officials emphasized leveraging Sri Lanka's strategic
location, skilled workforce, and natural resources to
develop sustainable industrial growth. Priorities
include revitalizing domestic manufacturing, enhancing
export sector competitiveness, and promoting service
industries to capture global markets. Renewable
energy, modern technology adoption, and
infrastructure improvements are central to these
efforts.

Key measures include introducing renewable energy to
reduce export industry costs, providing customs duty
concessions for raw material imports, and digitalizing
data systems to streamline operations. The
government also plans to prioritize the export of
locally manufactured electronic equipment and
devices and incentivize service exports through
increased bank guarantee limits.



The cess fund, a government-controlled reserve
funded through taxes on specific imports and exports,
will be utilized to support entrepreneurs and investors
in achieving these objectives. The fund is intended to
promote the development of targeted industries,
improve competitiveness, and drive innovation in line
with the national export strategy. [Daily Mirror]

Sri Lanka: Inflation expected to rise from
Q2 and align with 5 percent target by Q3

(Im) The Central Bank of Sri Lanka (CBSL) anticipates
inflation returning to positive territory by the second
quarter of 2025, following a period of deflation that
began in September 2024. Inflation is expected to align
with the target of 5 percent, within a 2 percent
margin, by the third quarter of this year.

The shift is attributed to the Central Bank's
accommodative monetary policy, which has been in
place since mid-2023, after a period of tight policies
implemented in 2022 to curb inflation. Since June 2023,
the Central Bank has cut policy rates by 775 basis
points, with the most recent adjustment setting the
Overnight Policy Rate at 8.00 percent. This move is
intended to stimulate credit flows, boost demand for
goods and services, and support economic recovery.

The Colombo Consumer Price Index showed price
declines of 1.4 percent and 0.8 percent in the second
and third quarters of 2024, respectively, while
December saw a 1.7 percent year-on-year drop in
Colombo district prices and a 2.0 percent decline in
national prices. These trends reflect the deflationary
environment that has persisted but is expected to
reverse as demand recovers.

Under the new Central Bank Act, which came into
effect in 2023, the CBSL is required to report to
Parliament if inflation deviates from the target range
for two consecutive quarters. The CBSL emphasized
that the loosening of monetary policy would facilitate
increased credit flows to productive sectors, helping to
drive inflation back into the target range and bolster
economic growth in the coming quarters. [Daily Mirror]

Sri Lanka: Government struggles with rice
shortage amid data inaccuracies

(Im) Sri Lanka is grappling with a persistent rice
shortage and market distortions, exacerbated by
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conflicting data on paddy production and challenges in
regulating pricing. Discrepancies in agricultural reports
were brought to light during recent parliamentary
proceedings, with the Public Finance Committee
raising concerns about the accuracy of data used to
guide government policy.

Opposition MP Dr. Harsha de Silva from the Samagi
Jana Balawegaya (SJB) highlighted inconsistencies in
production figures reported by the Agriculture
Ministry, which claimed a 2024 Maha season harvest of
4.39 million tons of paddy. Dr. de Silva argued that this
figure was far higher than usual production levels,
calling into question the reliability of the data. Trade
Minister Wasantha Samarasinghe later admitted that
the reported figure was inaccurate, raising concerns
about the government's ability to effectively manage
rice imports and mitigate the shortage. [Daily Mirror 1]

Compounding these issues, Agriculture and Livestock
Deputy Minister Namal Karunaratne revealed that the
government has intentionally delayed announcing a
minimum guaranteed price for paddy. This decision
stems from concerns over market distortions caused
by rice millers, who often inflate prices during the
harvesting season to purchase large stocks at elevated
rates before reducing prices later. Currently, wet
paddy is being purchased at LKR 140 (USD 0.48) per
kilogram and dried paddy at LKR 160 (USD 0.55) per
kilogram, with rice prices potentially surpassing LKR
300 (USD 1.02) per kilogram.

To address these distortions and ensure fair
compensation for farmers, the government plans to
include an unprecedented 30 percent markup on
production costs when setting the minimum
guaranteed price for paddy. For instance, if the
production cost of a kilogram of paddy is LKR 100 (USD
0.34), the guaranteed price would be set at LKR 130
(USD 0.44). This move, informed by calculations from
five collaborating institutions, aims to stabilize the
market and protect farmers. [Daily Mirror 2]

Sri Lanka: Over 300,000 individuals
secured overseas jobs in 2024

(Im) The Sri Lanka Bureau of Foreign Employment
(SLBFE) reported that 311,000 Sri Lankans secured
overseas employment in 2024, significantly
contributing to the nation's foreign workforce. At an
awareness program for newly licensed foreign
employment agents, SLBFE Chairman Kosala
Wickramasinghe announced plans to increase this
number by 12 percent to 340,000 in 2025.
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To achieve this target, the bureau is focusing on
streamlining recruitment processes and cracking down
on malpractice among licensed agencies.
Wickramasinghe emphasized the importance of
stricter regulation and warned of legal action against
offenders to protect workers' interests. [Daily Mirror]

Sri Lanka: Government prioritizes primary
Healthcare development with pilot
projects

(raa) The Sri Lankan government has announced a
significant focus on developing primary healthcare in
2025, with pilot projects set to launch in two districts
this year, according to Health Minister Dr. Nalinda
Jayatissa. Speaking in Parliament on January 23, the
minister emphasized that strengthening primary
healthcare is essential to alleviate the overwhelming
congestion in Out Patient Departments (OPDs) across
government hospitals, which serve approximately 60
million patients annually.

Dr. Jayatissa highlighted plans to establish primary
healthcare units within a 2.5-kilometer radius in
targeted areas to ensure accessible and efficient health
services for the population. Following the success of
the pilot projects, the initiative is expected to expand
to other districts, forming the cornerstone of a more
decentralized and effective healthcare system. [Daily
Mirror]

Sri Lanka: Vehicle prices increased in line
with IMF condition

(sl) Deputy Finance Minister Prof. Anil Jayantha
Fernando clarified in Parliament on January 24 that the
recent rise in vehicle prices stems from an
International Monetary Fund (IMF) requirement aimed
at controlling inflation. The condition mandates
aligning prices of certain goods, including tobacco,
alcohol, vehicles, and electronic equipment, with
inflation rates.

Fernando dismissed social media claims suggesting
that the price hike was intended to benefit leasing
companies, emphasizing that the National People's
Power (NPP) government bases its decisions on the
broader economic landscape rather than favoring
specific groups.
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According to the Deputy Minister, the average inflation
rate in 2024 was 1.9 percent. However, in January
2025, the government adjusted prices of the
mentioned goods by adding 4 percent to the annual
inflation rate, resulting in the price increases. [Daily
Mirror]

The announcement follows President Anura Kumara
Dissanayake's decision to resume car imports after a
five-year ban [see AiR No. 2, January/2025, 2].

Sri Lanka: Apparel sector records USD 4.7
billion in export earnings for 2024

(sl) Sri Lanka's apparel sector achieved export earnings
of USD 4.7 billion in 2024, reflecting a year-on-year
growth of nearly 5 percent.

The United States remained the largest export
destination, with earnings of USD 1.9 billion, marking a
5.23 percent increase from 2023 but still 19.4 percent
below pre-pandemic levels in 2019, highlighting
opportunities for recovery. Exports to the United
Kingdom experienced robust growth of 7.65 percent,
nearing parity with 2019 figures, driven by demand for
ethically and sustainably manufactured garments.
Meanwhile, exports to the European Union showed
modest growth of 0.81 percent, maintaining a
presence in a competitive and regulated market.
Exports to other markets surged by 10.13 percent.
[Daily Mirror]

Sri Lanka: Colombo West International
Terminal set to commence operations
next month

(Im) he Colombo West International Terminal (CWIT), a
public-private partnership project, is scheduled to
begin operations next month, with an initial capacity of
1.6 million 20-foot equivalent units (TEUs). Once fully
completed by mid-2026, the terminal will have an
annual handling capacity of 3.2 million TEUs, a volume
that is equivalent to over 7,000 fully loaded large cargo
ships per year.

In contrast, the Sri Lanka Ports Authority (SLPA)-
managed East Container Terminal (ECT), which
resumed construction in 2022, has faced delays.
Initially scheduled for completion in 2024, the
terminal's full operations are now expected to
commence later this year.
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Together, CWIT and ECT are anticipated to boost the
Port of Colombo’s annual capacity by 6-6.5 million
TEUs, enhancing Sri Lanka’s position as a key hub in
the global shipping industry. However, experts have
noted that delays in expanding port capacity have
caused the country to miss significant opportunities in
the sector. [Daily Mirror]

Sri Lanka: Air Vice Marshal Vasu
Edirisinghe appointed new Air Force
commander

(Im) Air Vice Marshal Vasu Bandula Edirisinghe has
been officially appointed as the Commander of the Sri
Lanka Air Force (SLAF), effective January 29, 2025. He
will succeed Air Marshal Udeni Rajapaksa, who retires
on the same day.

Currently serving as the SLAF's Director General of
Planning, Edirisinghe has had a distinguished career.
Born on June 20, 1970, in Kandy, he studied at St.
Sylvester's College before joining the SLAF as an Officer
Cadet in 1991. Commissioned as a Pilot Officer in 1993,
he initially trained on fixed-wing aircraft such as the SF
260 Warrior. Due to a shortage of rotary-wing pilots, he
transitioned to helicopter operations, completing
training on Bell 206, 212, and 412 helicopters,
eventually earning his captaincy. [Daily Mirror]

Sri Lanka: Heavy rains claim two lives,
displace over 90,000

(Im) Heavy rains across Sri Lanka have caused
significant disruption, claiming two lives and displacing
91,101 people from 27,381 families in 17 districts. The
affected districts include areas in the Uva and
Southern provinces, as well as Ampara, Batticaloa,
Matale, and Nuwara-Eliya. [Daily Mirror]
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Brunei: Chief Justice unveils key judicial
reforms

(ga) Chief Justice Steven Chong has announced plans to
upgrade the Judicial Case Management System (JCMS),
implement reforms in civil procedure, enhance family
justice, introduce mentorship program for legal
professionals, and improve Brunei's insolvency and
restructuring framework. The announcement was
made in his address delivered at the start of Brunei's
judicial calendar held on January 23.

Chong emphasized that civil procedure reforms are
essential to support Brunei's Vision 2035 goals by
empowering court users and businesses.

Family justice enhancements will focus on mediation
and restorative justice to strengthen societal well-
being. Additionally, reforms in insolvency and
restructuring aim to foster entrepreneurship and
economic growth, with feedback being gathered to
assess the current system's effectiveness.

The Chief Justice also highlighted international
collaborations, including agreements with the Federal
Court of Malaysia and the Judicial Branch of Peru in
2024, as well as the establishment of the Joint Legal
Affairs Committee to address legal challenges and
professional standards. [Borneo Bulletin]

Cambodia: Ruling party sets 2025 action
plan

(mfr) The Cambodian People’s Party (CPP) convened its
45th Central Committee Congress to outline a 2025
action plan and strengthen its leadership. Held on
January 27-28, the congress was chaired by CPP
President Hun Sen and attended by approximately
3,555 central and local delegates.
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During the congress, the CPP reviewed its 2024
achievements, elected additional standing committee
members, and reaffirmed its governance priorities,
including economic growth, political stability, and
national security.

Four new members were added to the standing
committee: Deputy Prime Minister and Royal Palace
Minister Kuy Sophal, Second Vice President of the
Senate Thun Vathana, CPP Cabinet Chief Mam Sarin,
and Tak Sun Y, head of the CPP Central Committee’s
Commission for Publicity and Education. This
expanded the standing committee to 60 members.
[Khmer Times 1]

The congress also expressed full support for
implementing the government's Pentagonal Strategy,
which aims to achieve 6.3 percent economic growth in
2025 and transition Cambodia into an upper-middle-
income country by 2030. This aligns with Cambodia
Vision 2050, which aspires to a high-income nation
status. [Khmer Times 2]

The Pentagonal Strategy refers to a set of national
development priorities outlined by then-Prime Minister
Hun Sen in 2021. Designed to guide Cambodia's
economic, social, and political progress over a period
of several years, the strategy is built around five key
pillars (hence "pentagonal") that aim to address the
country’s challenges and promote sustainable growth.
These pillars include peace, security, development,
democracy, and sustainability.

Cambodia: Draft law on Khmer Rouge era
crimes approved

(mfr) The Cambodian government has approved a
draft law titled that aims to penalize individuals who
deny or glorify crimes committed during the
Democratic Kampuchea period (1975-1979), as
identified by the Extraordinary Chambers in the Courts
of Cambodia (ECCC).

The law defines crimes recognized by the ECCC,
including genocide, crimes against humanity, and
violations of the Geneva Conventions. It seeks to
preserve the historical record of atrocities committed
during the Khmer Rouge era and ensure justice for
victims. Violations of the law are punishable by
imprisonment of 1 to 5 years and fines ranging from 10
million to KHR 50 million (USD 2,500 to USD 12,500).

The seven-article draft law, initiated by Senate
President Hun Sen, was proposed to commemorate
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the 46th Anniversary of January 7 Victory Day, marking
the end of the Khmer Rouge regime. [Khmer Times]

Cambodia: Protests prompt government
aid for rice farmers

(sal/dgl) In response to protests by rice farmers,
Cambodian authorities have taken steps to address
the water shortage threatening agricultural fields in
southern Takeo Province and Bati District. Water was
pumped from the Bati River and the connected Prek
Tnaot Canal, saving 4,000 hectares of rice fields along
an 18-kilometer stretch. [The Phnom Penh Post 1]

On January 21, hundreds of farmers blocked roads in
protest, demanding immediate assistance from local
authorities to address severe water shortages that
have damaged rice fields. [Radio Free Asia]

The incident highlights the vulnerability of Cambodian
farmers to the threats posed by drought. The National
Committee for Disaster Management (NCDM) reported
that nationwide drought in 2024 impacted 119,465
hectares of rice fields, with 88,930 hectares saved and
over 30,000 hectares damaged. Mixed crops and other
regions also faced significant losses.

Additionally, floods in 2024 damaged over 28,000
hectares of rice fields and affected nearly 60,000
households, resulting in 27 fatalities. [The Phnom Penh
Post 2]

Cambodia: Nearly 50 projects to drive
Preah Sihanouk development

(mfr) The Cambodian government has approved 42
investment projects worth USD 564 million under the
“Special Program to Promote Investment in Preah
Sihanouk Province 2024," extending the program
through the end of 2025. These projects are expected
to create approximately 7,308 jobs across sectors like
tourism, industry, and infrastructure.

During a January 23 meeting of the Working Group for
Investment Promotion (WGIP), chaired by Hean Sahib,
Senior Advisor to the Prime Minister, it was revealed
that the projects include 15 revitalization initiatives for
stalled developments, 12 new ventures, three
expansion efforts, and 12 unrelated to construction.
Notable plans feature an industrial park, a Koh Rong
Sanloem vacation home, and an eco-agritourism
resort.
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The investments align with the government’s goal to
develop Preah Sihanouk province as a hub for
business and tourism under the Multipurpose Model
Economic Zone initiative. WGIP aims to enhance the
investment climate by offering incentives, resolving
project issues, and improving administrative efficiency.
[The Phnom Penh Post]

Cambodia: Prime Minister Manet calls for
faster railway expansion

(mfr) Prime Minister Hun Manet has called for
accelerating the development of Cambodia’s railway
networks, with a focus on public-private partnerships
(PPP) and improving connectivity to special economic
zones (SEZ). He urged the Ministry of Public Works and
Transport to expedite negotiations for a railway
concession agreement and conduct feasibility studies
on linking railways to SEZs, particularly in Pursat
province’s Krakor district.

Manet highlighted the importance of enhancing the
northern railway line, which connects Phnom Penh to
Poipet and Thailand, and proposed collaboration with
Thailand to implement a 2019 bilateral agreement on
joint railway traffic. He also recommended exploring
the construction of a new international railway station
at Stung Bot to replace the Poipet station.

Cambodia's railway network, consisting of the northern
and southern lines, spans 650 kilometers. Both lines,
built during the colonial and early independence
periods, suffered extensive damage during the civil
wars and are currently being upgraded through
cooperation with the Royal Railway Corporation. [The
Phnom Penh Post]

Cambodia: Plastic waste collection
campaign successfully completed in
Kampong Chhnang province

(sal) Kampong Chhnang province has been declared
plastic waste-free, following two major campaigns
featuring 300 collection activities organized over eight
months across all eight districts of the province.

Carried out from May to January, cleanup efforts
covered 41 roads, 399 schools, and 219 pagodas,
eliminating not only plastic waste but also improving
hygiene and cleanliness in the community. [The Phnom
Penh Post] [Thrashless Cambodian Cities]
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Indonesia: President holds plenary
cabinet session to mark three months of
government term

(gk) Marking three months of his government's term on
January 28, President Prabowo Subianto held a plenary
cabinet session with all ranks of ministers. [President
of The Republic of Indonesia 1, in Indonesian]
[President of The Republic of Indonesia 2, in
Indonesian] [Antara 1]

Reflecting on the people-centric policies implemented
by his government, he thanked the cabinet for
successfully achieving key targets, particularly the Free
Nutritious Meals (MBG) program, the exemption of
house-building permit fees for low-income
communities, and initiatives to ensure food and energy
self-sufficiency. He expressed optimism that the MBG
program would enhance children’s academic
performance and instructed his administration to
continue expanding the initiative. [Antara 2] [Antara 3]

He also emphasized the need for efficiency and cost-
saving measures in the upcoming budget and stressed
the importance of boldness in cutting non-essential
expenditures. He outlined three key priorities for his
administration when preparing the budget: job
creation, measurable productivity growth - quantified
by the amount of foreign exchange generated - and
achieving food and energy self-sufficiency. Prabowo
also underscored the importance of technological
innovation in the budget, highlighting investments in
human resources, education, and science and
technology as crucial areas of focus.

Regarding food and energy self-sufficiency, he
expressed confidence that Indonesia will no longer
import rice, corn, or salt by 2025. He further projected
that the goal of food self-sufficiency could be achieved
earlier than anticipated, either by the end of 2025 or,
at the latest, early 2026. [President of The Republic of
Indonesia 3, in Indonesian]

However, analysts and activists express a different
opinion. They argue that the President's high approval
ratings in his first three months are due to populist
programs like the MBG and free health check-ups,
warning that this “honeymoon period” may not last.

A survey by the Jakarta-based Centre of Economic and
Law Studies found that 74 percent of 95 journalists
believed Prabowo’s promises were only partially
fulfilled and pointed to poor collaboration within the
administration as a major issue - contradicting the
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President’s claims that government unity is driving
success.

Activists also criticized the growing military influence,
noting concerns over soldiers managing free-lunch
distributions and the appointment of five military-
linked ministers to strategic roles, which they fear
undermines democracy.

Greenpeace Indonesia gave a D rating to the
administration for their performance in the energy
transition sector during their first 100 days in office.
Greenpeace criticized the continued reliance on coal,
including the construction of coal-fired power plants
(PLTUs) to support industrial areas like nickel smelters.
It also criticized the government's strategy of using gas
as a transitional energy source, arguing that it is still a
fossil fuel and misaligned with renewable energy goals.
It noted that Indonesia’s renewable energy growth has
stagnated and blamed a lack of political will, with the
government prioritizing gas instead of addressing the
root causes. [South China Morning Post] [Tempo.co]

Indonesia: Mining law to be amended

(Ip) The parliament has announced plans to amend the
country’s mining laws. These changes aim to expedite
the establishment of mineral processing facilities and
provide clear regulations for non-state and non-
business entities, such as religious organizations and
universities, to obtain mining permits.

The proposed mining law seeks to clarify access to
metal ore mining regions by assessing factors such as
the size of the mines, the capacity of these entities to
manage them, and their work plans to contribute to
local economic and educational development.

The focus is on creating added value - through job
creation and investments - rather than granting
mining rights to non-state and non-business entities as
a reward for political support.

Additionally, the amendment is expected to facilitate
downstream mining operations for selected
enterprises and designate mining areas smaller than
2,500 hectares (6,178 acres) for small businesses. This
initiative is intended to bolster local economies by
supporting smaller-scale operations. [Reuters]

Indonesia: Standards for Al utilization in
journalism introduced
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(Ip) Indonesia's Press Council, the country’s
independent body established to promote freedom of
the press, ensure responsible journalism, and uphold
ethical standards in media practices, has announced a
set of standards governing the use of Al in journalistic
practices. These standards consist of eleven provisions
covering general principles, fundamental concepts,
technology, publication, commercialization, protection,
dispute resolution, and final conclusions.

The standards were developed through discussions
involving various stakeholders, including the Supreme
Court, and were subjected to public consultation. The
Indonesian Alliance of Independent Journalists (AJl) has
emphasized that Al should function as a
supplementary tool to improve the efficiency of
journalists’ work, rather than replace them.

The standards aim to ensure that Al applications in
journalism uphold accuracy, fairness, and
independence while enforcing strict measures to
maintain ethical journalism practices. [Antara News]

Indonesia: High school pregnancy test
raises privacy concerns

(aar) Sulthan Baruna High School, a high school in
Cianjur, West Java, has faced criticism for requiring
female students to undergo tests, reportedly to
preserve the school's reputation. A video showing
students lining up to provide urine samples has caused
public outrage, with many calling the practice a
violation of privacy and human rights.

Teachers at the high school in Cikadu District defended
the tests, claiming they were conducted with parental
and student consent and aimed at ensuring the
students’ well-being. Deputy headmaster, Mamat
Mulyadi, stated that the tests have been an annual
practice for two years, typically after long holidays.
Provincial education official, Nonong Winarni, criticized
the school not for the tests but for allowing the video
to be shared online, urging stricter privacy measures to
prevent reputational harm.

Pregnancy testing is not part of Indonesia’s national
curriculum and remains uncommon in schools
nationwide, sparking debate about students’ rights and
privacy. [Jakarta Globe]
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Indonesia: Development of nuclear power
plants to be accelerated

(gk) The Ministry of Energy and Mineral Resources has
announced plans to accelerate the development of
nuclear power plants in Indonesia, moving the target
date forward to 2029 from the initial goal of 2032. This
announcement followed a meeting with the House of
Representatives’ Commission Xll, which oversees
energy, mineral resources, environmental, and
investment matters.

The development of nuclear power plants is part of the
government's broader efforts to advance the energy
transition. Initially, the government had planned to
build a 250-megawatt on-grid nuclear power plant by
2032, as outlined in the National Energy Policy (KEN).
According to the National Electricity General Plan
2025-2060, the country’s total power plant capacity is
projected to reach 443 gigawatts by 2060, with 79
percent of this capacity derived from new and
renewable energy sources.

The Ministry emphasized that accelerating the
construction of nuclear power plants is essential to
achieve these energy mix targets. It also stated that the
government plans to establish a Nuclear Energy
Program Implementation Organization (NEPIO) in the
near future to oversee and monitor the development
of nuclear power facilities. [Antara]

Indonesia: Energy transition to be
sustained despite U.S. Paris Agreement
exit

(Ip) Eddy Soeparno, the Deputy Chairperson of the
People's Consultative Assembly, the country's
legislative and decision-making institution, expressed
confidence that Indonesian businesses would continue
efforts to achieve the energy transition, despite the
United States’ withdrawal from the Paris Agreement as
ordered by US President Donald Trump. [The New York
Times]

He noted that Indonesian industries already have
shareholders advocating for green projects to reduce
greenhouse gas emissions. Additionally, he highlighted
Indonesia’'s commitment to reducing oil and gas
imports by focusing more on developing domestic
energy resources.

However, Soeparno admitted that the U.S. exit from
the Paris Agreement has implications for Indonesia’s
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energy transition. Indonesia now needs to reassess the
Just Energy Transition Partnership (JETP), a program
designed to support the country’'s energy transition
and largely funded by the U.S. government. Initially
valued at USD 1 billion, the JETP may face changes in
its implementation in President Trump's
administration compared to how it was managed
under previous leadership.

Soepoarno warned that Indonesia must prepare for
the possibility of delays in the JETP's implementation or
reductions in its funding. The challenges posed by the
U.S. withdrawal come at a critical time, as the JETP is
expected to attract international investment in the
renewable energy sector, strengthen the energy grid
and security, and create employment opportunities
based on clean energy in Indonesia. [Antara News]

Indonesia: Deputy Minister of Industry
urges marketplace providers to prioritize
local products

(gk) While visiting the head office of one of Indonesia’s
largest online marketplace and e-commerce platform,
Deputy Minister of Industry, Faisol Riza, urged the
marketplace platforms to support local products and
promote the “Made in Indonesia” campaign.

Observing that the sales in the marketplace are still
dominated by imported products, Riza advised
marketplace providers to increase campaigns for local
products, thus giving opportunities for consumers to
choose from small and medium industries. He also
suggested the providers to add a special “Made in
Indonesia” label to every local product, so that they can
be easily recognized by consumers. [Antara]

Indonesia: Government to spend
approximately USD 289.52 million on free
public health program

(gk) During a press conference, Minister of Health Budi
Gunadi Sadikin announced that the Indonesian
government has allocated a budget of USD 289.52
million for the Free Health Checks program, set to
launch in February 2025.

The minister explained that the funds will be
distributed between the national and regional budgets.
The program aims to screen 280 million Indonesians
for key health indicators such as blood pressure, blood
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sugar, and cholesterol levels, with the goal of
preventing strokes and heart disease. Mental health
screenings will also be a key component of the
program. [Tempo.Co] [Antara]

Indonesia: OJK Plans New Regulation to
Expand MSME Financing and Boost
Economic Growth

(aar) Indonesia’s Financial Services Authority (OJK) is
drafting a regulation to improve access to financing for
micro, small, and medium enterprises (MSMEs). The
regulation will apply to both banks and non-bank
institutions, aiming to streamline financing processes,
create tailored schemes, and promote collaboration
between financial institutions to support MSME
growth.

A study by Ernst and Young predicts MSME financing
needs will reach IDR 4,300 trillion (approximately USD
265.91 billion) by 2026, but current financing only
meets IDR 1,900 trillion (approximately USD 117.51
billion). MSMEs are critical to Indonesia’s economy,
contributing sixty-one percent to GDP (IDR 9,580
trillion, approximately USD 592.33 billion) and ninety-
seven percent to job absorption in 2023.

OJK also reported strong banking intermediation
growth, with credit increasing by ten-point seventy-
nine percent year-over-year to IDR 7,717 trillion
(approximately USD 477.4 billion) as of November
2024. [Antara]

Indonesia: Drop in online gambling
transactions reported for 2024

(Ip) During a meeting with Commission | of the House
of Representatives, Alexander Sabar, the Director
General of Digital Space Supervision at the Ministry of
Communication and Digital Affairs, reported a decline
in online gambling transactions throughout 2024.

Online gambling transactions, valued at IDR 21 trillion
(USD 1.29 billion) in the first quarter of 2024,
decreased to IDR 16 trillion (approximately USD 1
billion) in the second quarter. By the third quarter, the
value of such transactions had dropped to only IDR 4
trillion (USD 250 million). [Antara News]
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Indonesia: Joint efforts to dismantle
illegal bamboo water barriers

(aar) The Indonesian Navy (TNI AL), the Maritime
Security Agency (Bakamla), the Water Police (Polairud),
the Sea and Coast Guard Unit (KPLP), and local
fishermen have been dismantling a 30-kilometer
bamboo water barrier off the coast of Tangerang,
Banten, citing its negative impact on fishing access and
potential ecological damage. The operation involves
over 750 Navy personnel and contributions from cross-
sectoral agencies and fishermen, with the dismantling
funded through pooled resources.

The barriers, reportedly in place for two years, sparked
public and governmental debate after a video of their
removal went viral. Agung Sedayu Group, a property
developer, claims ownership of the submerged area
enclosed by the barriers, citing decades-old land
certificates, though it denies involvement in
constructing the barriers.

Government officials, including the Minister of
Maritime Affairs and Fisheries, Sakti Wahyu Trenggono
and Minister of Agrarian Affairs, Nusron Wahid,
acknowledge the barriers’ illegality but have yet to
identify those responsible for their installation. The
issue has drawn attention to similar cases across
Indonesia, with broader concerns about the ecological
and economic harm caused by such structures. Efforts
to dismantle the barriers are ongoing, as authorities
continue investigations into their origins. [Jakarta
Globe] [Tempo]

Laos: Efforts to eradicate opium poppy
cultivation intensified

(tas) Efforts to combat opium poppy cultivation in
northern Laos have intensified, with authorities
recently destroying large swaths of illegal crops in two
provinces.

Over 14,100 square meters of poppies were eradicated
in Xieng Province's Khuang's Phoukoud district, and 15
hectares across 33 plots were cleared in Viengphoukha
district, Luang Namtha Province. [Vientiane Times]

Laos: Mining sector surpasses 2024
investment targets
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(tas) The Department of Mines Management has
reported that the Laos’ mining industry received nearly
USD 2.5 billion investments in 2024, exceeding annual
targets. The sector has become the key driver for the
country's economic growth.

With 244 approved companies managing 378 projects,
the sector generated over USD 3.2 billion in mineral
sales which accounts for 13 percent increase from
2023.

Chinese firms remain key players, with 18 mining
projects contributing to over USD 15 billion in
investments across various sectors. Notably, Asia-
Potash International leads as the largest potash
fertilizer producer in Southeast Asia. [Laotian Times]

Laos: Authorities disrupt human
trafficking scheme

(dqgl) Lao authorities prevented three young women
from boarding a flight at Vientiane's international
airport bound for China and detained two others
suspected of involvement in human trafficking.

The women are believed to be traveling to China to
marry Chinese men. They were accompanied by two
Lao women who acted as intermediaries in the
arrangement.

The news of the rescue coincided with the
government's announcement that a total of 107
human trafficking victims - 59 of whom were under the
age of 18 - were rescued in 2024.

The figures were released Monday by the Lao National
Committee for Anti-Human Trafficking, which also
reported that 122 people were arrested on trafficking
charges last year, approximately half of whom were
from Vietnam or China. [Radio Free Asia]

Malaysia: Protesters call for stronger
crackdown on corruption

(dqgl) A group of mostly youth protesters marched
peacefully through downtown Kuala Lumpur in an anti-
corruption rally, demanding faster reforms and a
stronger crackdown on corruption from Prime Minister
Anwar Ibrahim. The protesters, numbering around 200
by the end, displayed posters condemning corruption.
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The rally was organized by the People’s Secretariat
Against Corruption, a new group supported by
university students and members of opposition
parties, as well as Anwar's ruling coalition. They voiced
concerns over the slow pace of reforms and the
perceived leniency toward corruption cases involving
political allies, such as the dropping of charges against
Deputy Prime Minister Zahid Hamidi. These charges
stemmed from allegations of abuse of power and
receiving illegal payments related to his role as the
former Home Minister of Malaysia. The charges
included accusations that he had accepted bribes from
companies in exchange for government contracts and
other favors (see AiR No. 36, September/2023, 1).

Protesters called for three key reforms: the separation
of the Attorney-General's Chambers from the Prime
Minister’s Office, freeing the Malaysian Anti-Corruption
Commission from political influence, and introducing a
political funding Act. The rally, which came after Anwar
expressed no objection to the protest, saw minimal
disruption, with police managing traffic rather than
intervening.

Despite a relatively small turnout, the protest
organizer considered the rally a success and hinted at
future actions depending on the government’s
response. Public dissatisfaction has been fueled by
issues such as Najib Razak’s sentence reduction and
the possibility of house arrest (see AR No. 6,
February/2024, 1), as well as concerns about political
interference in the judiciary. [The Straits Times]

On January 23, nine former presidents of the
Malaysian Bar criticized Anwar's government for
undermining judicial independence, further
intensifying public discontent. [Malaysia Now]

Malaysia: Government seeks reversion of
High Court ruling on pension increase for
retirees

(dgl) The government has filed an appeal against a
High Court ruling that allowed a judicial review
regarding a pension increase for retirees based on
their final salary under the 2016 Public Services
Department (PSD) Circular, effective January 2022.

In January 2023m Aminah Ahmad, a retired civil
servant, filed the judicial review on behalf of 56 retired
public service members. The High Court, on January
16, granted her request, ordering the PSD and the
government to pay pension arrears within three
months. Aminah sought a mandamus order to
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expedite pension adjustments according to the
Pensions Adjustment Act 1980 (PAA 1980), before
amendments in 2013 (PAA 2013), which introduced a
flat two-percent annual increment.

Aminah’s case had previously been dismissed in 2020,
but after appealing, the Court of Appeal ruled in her
favor. In June 2023, the Federal Court upheld the
appellate court's decision, declaring the amended
pension scheme null and void and dismissing the
government's appeal.

Malaysia: Former Prime Minister
Muhyiddin Yassin pays defamation
settlement

(oc) Muhyiddin Yassin, former Prime Minister and
leader of Perikatan Nasional, paid USD 320,000 to Lim
Guan Eng, chairman of the Democratic Action Party
(DAP), in a defamation case related to tax matters.

The two men are politically opposed, with Yassin being
part of the opposition and Eng, leader of the DAP, a
member of the current government'’s coalition.

Eng's lawyer confirmed that the former Prime Minister
deposited the full amount into the law firm's account
on January 23. This payment is part of the ongoing
fines that Yassin has been required to pay, following a
court order on November 8, 2024.

The case was filed in March 2024 when Lim accused
Yassin of posting defamatory comments on Facebook.
Lim claimed that the comments falsely portrayed him
as abusing power and misusing his authority.
[Bernama]

Malaysia: New transportation hub
announced

(oc) Ipoh, the capital city of Perak State, is set to host a
modern transportation hub, Ipoh Sentral, as
announced by Transport Minister Anthony Loke in a
press conference on January 23.

The MYR 6.26 billion (USD 1.3 billion) transit-oriented

development (TOD) project, announced by Transport

Minister Anthony Loke, will unfold in two phases, with
construction expected to begin in six months.
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The first phase, covering 2.55 hectares and set to be
completed in 24 months, will focus on upgrading the
city’s landscape while preserving heritage sites,
including places of worship, recreational areas, and
educational institutions. A new mosque will be built to
symbolize religious harmony in Ipoh. This phase will
prioritize landscaping, pedestrian walkways, and
cycling routes, aiming to reduce reliance on private
vehicles and lower carbon emissions, in line with the
country's climate change goals. The second phase, a
24.7-hectare mixed-use development, will include
serviced apartments, office and commercial spaces, a
hotel, and community facilities. This phase is expected
to take 20 years to complete.

The Ipoh Sentral project is a four-way collaboration
involving Railway Asset Holding Sdn Bhd, Silver Smart
Sdn Bhd, Country Annexe Sdn Bhd, and Ipoh Sentral
Sdn Bhd. [Malay Mail]

Malaysia: Johor State reports 30 percent
drop in commercial crime losses for 2024

(ga) The Johor Commercial Crime Investigation
Department (CCID) recorded MYR 181 million in losses
from 4,290 cases in 2024, a 30 percent reduction from
MYR 261 million in 2023, despite 27 more cases
reported. Johor police chief M. Kumar credited public
awareness efforts, particularly against cybercrime and
Al-driven fraud, for the decline.

The Narcotics Crime Investigation Department (NCID)
arrested 25,065 individuals for drug offences, seizing
7.3 tonnes of drugs worth MYR 99.76 million and
syndicate assets valued at MYR 17.23 million.

Additionally, the Johor Special Branch seized MYR 7.76
million in operations targeting smuggling, tax evasion,
and trademark violations. The Criminal Investigation
Department (CID) solved 260 of 444 robbery cases,
with 108 prosecuted, and seized MYR 18 million in
contraband. Operations against prostitution led to
3,133 arrests, while anti-gambling raids detained 3,008
suspects, recovering MYR 806,580 in cash. [The Star]
[Bernamal]

Myanmar: Conference on constitutional
amendments held

(hw) U Ko Ko Gyi, the founder of the People’s Party, has
unveiled that he attended a two-day conference of the
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National Solidarity and Peace Negotiation Committee
(NSPNC), convened by the junta. Although founded
before the coup, the People’s Party is one of the nearly
50 political parties registered under the junta to
participate in the upcoming general election. [Radio
Free Asia 1, in Burmese]

The conference, held on January 23 and 24, was
attended by prominent Myanmar politicians, including
Ko Ko Gyi and Dr. Aye Maung. Ko Ko Gyi is a former
student activist who is now preparing to compete in
the junta-held upcoming election while Dr. Aye Maung
is an influential Rakhine politician who was jailed for
preaching Rakhine independence before the coup but
now working as a minister under the junta. The NSPNC
is chaired by Lieutenant-General Tun Tun Naung,
highlighting the military's control over the committee.
[Radio Free Asia 2, in Burmese]

Ko Ko Gyi stated that during the conference, attendees
discussed 43 points, including issues related to federal
democracy, the rights of states and regions to appoint
their own chief ministers, and the amendment of
Article 261 of the constitution. This article currently
authorizes the president to appoint the chief ministers
of states and regions, as well as the scheduling of
general elections. [BBC News 1, in Burmese]

The issue of amending Article 261 was also raised at
the committee's 2022 conference, which was chaired
by another military officer, Lieutenant-General Yar
Pyae. [BBC News 2, in Burmese]

Myanmar: Former dictator's son-in-law
sentenced to three years in prison

(hw) Dr. Nay Soe Maung, the son-in-law of Myanmar's
former dictator Than Shwe, who preceded Senior-
General Min Aung Hlaing as Commander-in-Chief of
Myanmar's military, was sentenced to three years in
prison by a court convened inside Obo Prison in
Mandalay.

He was sentenced under Article 505(A) of the Penal
Code, which criminalizes defamation of military
officials and civil servants. His conviction stemmed
from his criticism of the military coup and, more
recently, his remarks about the late Dr. Zaw Myint
Maung, the former Chief Minister of Mandalay Region,
who was released from prison just days before his
death. [The Irrawaddy, in Burmese]

According to official announcements, he was arrested
in October in Mandalay for actions intended to incite
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instability and disrupt national tranquility.

Nay Soe Maung, a well-known philanthropist, has
connections with high-ranking military officials. His
father and father-in-law are also retired military
officers. [Eleven Media, in Burmese]

Myanmar: Arakan Army admits to
beheading prisoners citing retaliation
against junta

(anl/hw) The Arakan Army (AA) has admitted that its
members beheaded two prisoners, marking a rare
acknowledgment of violence amid its conflict with
Myanmar's ruling junta over control of the western
borderlands. The incident occurred in February of the
previous year during an AA offensive in Kyauktaw
Township, Rakhine State, and video footage of the
killings has circulated on social media.

The AA confirmed the authenticity of the videos,
stating that the perpetrators were AA members and
explaining that the local AA militias acted out of anger,
retaliating against Myanmar army soldiers who had
allegedly arrested, tortured, and killed their family
members. [Mizzima]

In response, Fortify Rights, a human rights
organization based in Thailand, requested
International Criminal Court to investigate human
rights violations committed by AA personnel in
Rakhine. [BBC News, in Burmese]

Myanmar: Worsening conditions in
Loikaw prison reported in wake of
Operation 1111

(anl) Since the Kareni Revolutionary Joint Forces'
“Operation 1111", which refers to an ongoing military
operation launched by Karenni Ethnic Armed
Organizations (EAOs), in November 2023, prison
conditions have reportedly worsened in Loikaw Prison,
Karenni State, used by the military regime to detain
political prisoners, activists, and individuals opposed to
the junta's rule.

Prior to the operation, prisoners received meals
according to prison standards, but food quality has
deteriorated over the past year. A former female
political prisoner reported that prisoners once received
decent meals four times a week. However, they are
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now deprived of meat, receiving only boiled leaves
without salt and raw beans, leading to severe
malnutrition. Families of prisoners have reported that
these inadequate feeding practices continue, and
prison visits are denied, worsening the situation.

Approximately 120 political prisoners are being
detained in Loikaw Prison, including eight women. On
21 May 2024, the Political Prisoners' Network of
Myanmar (PPNM) reported that at least 50 prisoners in
Loikaw Prison are unable to walk. Some are paralyzed
in their lower limbs due to malnutrition and limited
physical activity. [Mizzima]

Myanmar: Upcoming film starring activist
actor banned

(hw) The upcoming film Eleven Steps was prohibited
from holding a press conference and premiering just
days before the scheduled events. The ban was
imposed despite the film initially receiving approval
from the authorities.

It is speculated that the film was banned due to the
involvement of Kyaw Thu, a well-known actor and
activist, who plays a lead role in the film. [DVB 1, in
Burmese]

Kyaw Thu is the founder of the Free Funeral Service
Society, a civil society organization that assists families
of the deceased. He has occasionally clashed with the
government over various issues, most recently for
supporting the Civil Disobedience Movement. [The
Irrawaddy]

In 2022, the junta confiscated his house while putting
out a arrest warrant for him and his wife. [DVB 2, in
Burmese] [MPA, in Burmese]

Myanmar: Junta ramps up efforts to
recruit more personnel

(hw/anl) The military regime has issued a by-law for the
2010 National Service Law, which was activated in
February of last year (see AiR No. 7, February/2024, 2).
The junta's National Solidarity and Peace Negotiation
Committee, comprising members of political parties
and military officials, recommended January 23 and 24
to increase the number of recruits called up in an
effort to pressure resistance groups to surrender.
[Radio Free Asia 1, in Burmese]
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The by-law contains 59 articles, and it has been
criticized for violating human rights. Article 51
prohibits individuals summoned for military service
from leaving the country. Similarly, Article 50 stipulates
that individuals who pass the medical examination and
apply for a postponement of military service must wait
for approval from the Military Service Board before
leaving the country. Article 31 authorizes the use of a
lottery to select potential military recruits if localities
fail to meet their quotas. Village and ward
administrators are also authorized to compile a list of
eligible potential recruits. If a person cannot respond
after being summoned, their family member must
provide a valid reason for their absence. [Mizzima]
[Radio Free Asia 2, in Burmese] Some ward and village
administrators also started compiling lists of women
eligible for service. [DVB, in Burmese]

Since its inception, the National Service Law has
prompted thousands of young people to flee the
country while it gave rise to disastrous corruption
among officials. [Fulcrum]

Meanwhile, residents of multiple townships across
Myanmar, including Yangon, Taungoo Township in
Bago Region, and Mawlamyine in Mon State, have
raised concerns over the junta's recent efforts to
compile lists of women beyond the official military
service age.

According to local reports, ward administration offices
have been leading the collection process, sparking
fears of potential forced conscription. In Yangon's
Thaketa Township, a resident revealed that
administration offices posted notices outlining the
military service age limits and sent officials to
households to collect detailed information. Similarly, a
woman from Taungoo reported that women over the
age of 20 in her village were required to register.

Under the junta's People's Military Service Law,
conscription applies to men aged 18 to 35 and women
aged 18 to 27. However, for professionals such as
doctors and engineers, the age limit extends to 45 for
men and 35 for women. Women are required to serve
a minimum of two years, which may be extended to
five years in emergencies. Since the law's enactment,
stricter travel restrictions have been imposed on those
eligible for conscription. Individuals already listed face
significant challenges when attempting to leave the
country, creating widespread fear, according to local
sources.[Mizzima]
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Myanmar: Arakan Army advances into
Ayeyarwady, junta troops retreat amid
heavy losses

(nf) The Arakan Army has broadened its base from
Rakhine State to the Ayeyarwady Region and now lies
62 km short of the regional capital of Pathein. With the
seizure of Gwa Township in southern Rakhine on 29
December, and the 5 January attack on Magyizin, the
AA holds outposts in two strategic locations - Magyizin
and Bomie villages.

Junta forces, faced with continued reverses, have been
in rapid reversal, with some reported to leave in trying
conditions. The retreating junta has dynamited a vital

bridge at Bomie village in a bid to halt the progress of
the AA to Thabaung-Pathein.

Despite a temporary one-week lull in combat between
January 10-16, fighting has reemerged with AA attacks
around Shwe Thaung Yan town forcing thousands of
civilians into hiding and causing heavy losses among
junta forces. At least 60 wounded junta soldiers, many
of them children and others forcibly recruited, have
been airlifted to Pathein while junta troops have
turned off the electricity supply in affected areas and
redeployed troops to defend strategic beach resorts
along the Ngayokekaung-Gwa road.

However, the AA is continuing to publicize losses for
the regime's military, with troops surrendering along
with the weapons seized. Working as part of the
Brotherhood Alliance, the AA has already liberated
most of northern Shan State and is now in charge of 14
out of 17 townships in Rakhine State, along with
Paletwa Township in southern Chin State. [Irrawaddy]

On January 24 evacuations of Chaungtha Beach
continue as fighting intensifies along the border of
Ayeyarwady Region. According to residents, about half
the population have now fled, costs deterring the rest
from moving despite increasing fear for their security.
Hotels remain closed or in the process of closing, with
the once active beach said to be empty. Citizens are
concerned that road blockades will strand them if the
fighting escalates, as the beach area becomes
increasingly isolated. Social networking sites have
asked people not to visit Chaungtha Beach. [Mizzima]

The Three Brotherhood Alliance is made up of three
ethnic armed groups: the Arakan Army, the Myanmar
National Democratic Alliance Army (MNDAA), and the
Ta'ang National Liberation Army (TNLA). Formed in
June 2019, the alliance is known for the so-called “1027
operation”, a major joint offensive against Myanmar's
military junta that started on October 27, 2023.
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Myanmar: Thousands flee Chaung Thar as
fighting escalates between junta and
Arakan army

(nf/hw) The Arakan Army (AA) recently stated that it
had carried out offensives in Bago, Ayeyarwaddy, and
Magway regions, all of which are bordering Rakhine
State. It is an incursion outside its usual sphere of
operations, a sign of the growing threat to the military
junta's rule with the fourth anniversary of the 2021
coup due.

In response to this, the junta has deployed the army
with Chaung Thar, a tourist coastal town in the
Ayeyarwaddy Region, as the target. Schools in the town
have been closed, and some of the hotels in Chaung
Thar have closed temporarily. Cars loaded with
refugees now line the main street of the area, with
individuals fleeing the area in droves.

More than two-thirds of the population of Chaung Thar
have fled their homes due to the rising tensions, local
sources say. The town, which once had 6,000 families,
now has less than 2,000. Better-off villagers have
closed up and migrated to urban centers such as
Yangon and Pathein. Surrounding villages such as Ma
Gyi Zin and Shwe Thaung Yan have experienced en
masse migration to safer towns such as Thabaung.

Chaung Thar, a tourist haven in the past, has become a
center of combat and displacement. The increased
violence and instability are merely a sign of the
worsening civil war in Myanmar as the Arakan Army
advances deeper into territory controlled by the junta,
expanding the humanitarian crisis in the area. [Radio
Free Asia] [Mizzima 1] [Mizzima 2] [BBC News]
[Yangoon Khit Thit News]

Myanmar: Kachin Independence Army
and junta clash over control of major
northern town

(hw) The Kachin Independence Army, an ethnic armed
organization, has been clashing with junta forces over
Bhamo, a major town in northern Myanmar. Clashes
emerged around Bhamo on December 4, 2024, and
Mansi, a town near Bhamo, was captured by KIA and
allies on January 8, after which the conflict died down.
[Radio Free Asia, in Burmese]
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The Offensive on Bhamo began during the last week of
January and on January 26, the junta lost two artillery
stations near Bhamo. Shortly after, Bhamo airport fell
into KIA's hands and it is now attempting to take over
the headquarters No. (21) Military Operational
Command, located next to the airport. [Myanmar Now,
in Burmese]

Myanmar: Junta escalates airstrikes on
civilian areas in Mandalay Region

(nf) The Myanmar military junta has significantly
increased bombing in areas controlled by both the
Arakan Army (AA) and the Ta'ang National Liberation
Army (TNLA), resulting in devastating casualties.
Between January 21 and 22, nine civilians were
reportedly killed in the TNLA-controlled area.

In total, more than 60 civilians have been killed in
January alone, including a massacre on January 18, in
which 28 women and children were killed in Mrauk-U
Township.

Meanwhile, intense fighting continues in the Madaya
district of Mandalay as the junta makes a concerted
effort to retake territory held by the pro-democracy
People's Defense Force (PDF) and ethnic rebels. The
assault has displaced tens of thousands of civilians,
many of whom are fleeing repeated airstrikes and
drone bombings. This comes amid the junta's ongoing
attacks on non-military zones, despite a ceasefire
agreement with the MNDAA (another member of the
Three Brotherhood Alliance). These actions are part of
the broader effort to consolidate power and suppress
opposition to the junta's 2021 coup. [Burmese News
International] [Radio Free Asia]

Philippines: Supreme Court urged to
declare 2025 budget unconstitutional

(Im/elr) On January 27, former Executive Secretary Vic
Rodriguez filed a petition before the Philippine
Supreme Court, urging the body to declare the 2025
General Appropriations Act (GAA) unconstitutional.
Rodriguez, who served under President Ferdinand
Marcos Jr., argued that the budget violated the 1987
Constitution, particularly Article VI, Section 27, which
mandates transparency and accuracy in budget
submissions. His petition highlighted the inclusion of
blanks in the final report of the Bicameral Conference
Committee, asserting that these omissions rendered
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the budget illegal and calling for Republic Act No.
12116 to be struck down. [PhilStar 1]

In response to the controversy surrounding the
missing entries, the House appropriations panel has
clarified that the blank items were "typographical
errors." Rep. Stella Quimbo (Marikina, 2nd District), the
acting chair of the committee, explained that these
were inadvertent mistakes that would be corrected by
authorized technical staff from both the House and
Senate. Senate President Francisco "Chiz" Escudero
echoed this sentiment, assuring that any necessary
adjustments would be made. Despite the criticism,
both officials downplayed the issue, describing it as a
minor procedural error that would be resolved
promptly. [PhilStar 2] [Inquirer.net]

Amid controversy over the 2025 national budget,
Deputy Majority Leader Paolo Ortega V has strongly
defended the proposed General Appropriations Act
(GAA), dismissing former President Rodrigo Duterte's
claims of "blank appropriations" as misinformation.
Ortega emphasized that the budget had undergone a
thorough and constitutional review process. He
described the allegations as part of a political effort to
restore Vice President Sara Duterte's controversial
confidential funds, which had been reduced from PHP
2 billion (USD 34 million) in 2024 to PHP 733 million
(USD 12.46 million) for 2025. Ortega asserted that the
government remained committed to transparency,
prudent spending, and prioritizing programs that
benefit ordinary Filipinos. [Philippine News Agency]

Despite these reassurances, the budget saw significant
adjustments even after its ratification. The Department
of Agriculture (DA) was among the hardest hit, with its
Agriculture and Fisheries Modernization Program
facing a PHP 17.71 billion (USD 320.5 million)
reduction. This cut reduced its allocation from PHP
104.82 billion (USD 1.9 billion) to PHP 87.11 billion (USD
1.6 billion), including a PHP 9 billion (USD 162.6 million)
reduction in funding for various agriculture programs.
However, the National Fisheries Program received a
PHP 2.3 billion (USD 41.6 million) increase. These
changes have sparked further debate as stakeholders
continue to scrutinize the budget and its implications
for key sectors. [Rappler]

Philippines: Government to cooperate
with ICC on Interpol arrest warrants for
ex-president's drug war

(Im) The Philippines has expressed willingness to
cooperate with the International Criminal Court (ICC)
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should it request Interpol to issue arrest warrants
related to the investigation into former President
Rodrigo Duterte's controversial “war on drugs.”
Executive Secretary Lucas Bersamin confirmed that the
government would respond positively to any such
request.

Duterte's anti-drug campaign, which began in 2016, led
to thousands of deaths, many of which remain
shrouded in mystery. Human rights groups have
accused the government of systematic executions,
while Duterte and law enforcement have denied such
claims, asserting that the killings were in self-defense
during police operations. The ICC launched an
investigation into potential crimes against humanity
but was met with resistance when Duterte withdrew
the Philippines from the court's jurisdiction in 2019.

Despite this, the Marcos administration, which took
office in 2022, has indicated openness to cooperating
with the ICC's ongoing probe, including discussions on
potential talks and actions regarding the arrest of
those involved in the drug war killings. [Rappler]

Philippines: President Marcos Jr. grants
clemency to former lloilo mayor

(Im) President Ferdinand Marcos Jr. has granted
executive clemency to former lloilo City Mayor Jed
Mabilog, who was accused during the Duterte
administration of involvement in the illegal drugs
trade.

Mabilog, who left the Philippines in 2017 fearing for his
safety after being labeled a "narco politician," returned
to the country last September. While no drug-related
charges have been filed against him, Mabilog faces
graft charges before the Sandiganbayan - a special
appellate court that handles cases involving offenses
committed by public officials - and allegations of
violating the Code of Conduct and Ethical Standards for
Public Officials and Employees in a Cebu court. These
cases are connected to his alleged interference in
awarding a government contract to a towing services
firm linked to him and a former city councilor. [Manila
Times]

Philippines: President Marcos Jr.
establishes body to develop national
forensics institute
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(Im) President Ferdinand Marcos Jr. has signed
Administrative Order 29, forming an inter-agency
technical working group (TWG) to establish a National
Forensics Institute (NFI). This initiative aims to enhance
the Philippines’ justice system and forensic expertise
by introducing state-of-the-art research and laboratory
services.

The creation of the NFI aligns with the country's
commitment to strengthen accountability mechanisms
and justice reforms, as pledged during the 75th
anniversary of the Universal Declaration of Human
Rights in Geneva in December 2023. The TWG will
conduct a comprehensive study and propose
recommendations to rationalize existing government
functions, elevate forensic standards, and streamline
operations for the NFI's establishment. [Manila Times]

Philippines: House begins inquiry into
fake news and its societal impact

(Im) The Philippine House of Representatives has
launched an investigation into the proliferation of fake
news, with its first executive briefing held on January
27. The joint panel, composed of the Committees on
Public Order and Safety, Public Information, and
Information and Communications Technology, aims to
address the dangers of disinformation, including its
impact on national security and public welfare.

Sta. Rosa Representative Dan Fernandez, who chairs
the Committee on Public Order and Safety,
emphasized the public's right to truthful information
and the need to combat false narratives that incite fear
and confusion. Lawmakers are set to scrutinize the
policies of social media platforms regarding
transparency, accountability for repeat offenders, and
measures to curb disinformation, cyberbullying, and
harmful content. The inquiry will also assess the
platforms' role in addressing misinformation about
critical issues, including disputes in the West Philippine
Sea.

The investigation seeks to identify legislative gaps and
push for stricter policies to ensure platforms
implement robust safeguards against fake news.
Fernandez called on the public to remain vigilant and
critical of online information, describing fake news as a
"poison" that threatens democracy and unity. [Manila
Times]
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Philippines: Group runs in protest of
heroes' exclusion from new polymer bills

(elr) A protest organized by the August Twenty-One
Movement (ATOM) took place on January 26 in Makati
City, where participants ran to express opposition to
the central bank’s decision to exclude images of
national heroes, including Benigno Aquino Jr. and
Corazon Aquino, from the new series of polymer
banknotes. The protesters argued that there was no
reason to separate the images of national heroes from
those of wildlife featured on the new bills.

A former senator and prominent opposition figure,
Benigno Aquino Jr. was assassinated in 1983, sparking
widespread protests and contributing to the eventual
toppling of the Marcos dictatorship. His wife, Corazon
Aquino became the first female president of the
Philippines following the People Power Revolution in
1986, after the overthrow of Ferdinand Marcos. [ABS-
CBN]

Philippines: President Marcos calls for
government focus and incentives to grow
semiconductor industry

(elr) President Ferdinand R. Marcos Jr. has emphasized
the need for the government to prioritize the growth of
the semiconductor and electronics industry, urging key
stakeholders to focus on boosting the sector's
contributions to the Philippine economy. During a
recent meeting with the Private Sector Advisory
Council-Education and Jobs Sector Group (PSAC-EJSG),
Marcos highlighted the industry's potential, stressing
that the Philippines must enhance its focus on
semiconductors, a significant sector for export
revenues.

Marcos proposed granting incentives similar to those
provided under the Corporate Recovery and Tax
Incentives for Enterprises (CREATE) Law, which has
attracted investments to other sectors, such as car
manufacturing.

However, he noted that the semiconductor industry is
not specifically covered under the CREATE MORE Law,
a comprehensive tax reform law aimed at modernizing
incentives for various industries. The law provides tax
incentives to boost investments but does not include
provisions specific to the semiconductor sector, unlike
other industries such as automotive manufacturing.


https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-sjikkjl-l-jhd/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-sjikkjl-l-jhd/

As part of the conversation, Marcos called for input
from the private sector on how to improve policies and
incentives for the semiconductor industry, which he
sees as crucial for the country's economic future.
[Presidential Communcations Office] [Philippine News
Agency] [Manila Standard]

Philippines: Solution found to restore USD
176.5 million DepEd budget cut

(Im) Education Secretary Sonny Angara announced that
President Ferdinand Marcos Jr. has secured a solution
to restore the PHP 10 billion (USD 176.5 million)
funding cut from the Department of Education's
(DepEd's) computerization program for 2025. Upon
learning of the budget reduction, the president
convened his economic team, including Budget
Secretary Mina Pangandaman and Finance Secretary
Ralph Recto, to address the issue.

The restored budget will enable DepEd to procure
approximately 800,000 digital devices and continue its
digitization efforts in partnership with Khan Academy,
which integrates tools like the Khanmigo application to
enhance student learning. Additional funds of PHP 1
billion (USD 17.65 million) will support the hiring of
new teachers, while PHP 1.5 billion (USD 26.5 million)
will go toward constructing new classrooms.

DepEd is also preparing for the 2025 Program for
International Student Assessment (PISA), aiming to
align public school competencies with global
standards. [Manila Times]

Philippines: Navy deploys ‘surface action
groups’ to strengthen maritime patrols

(elr) The Philippine Navy (PN) has initiated the
deployment of "surface action groups" — multiple
naval vessels operating together — to enhance patrols
of the country's maritime territories. This strategic shift
from single-ship operations to coordinated group
deployments aims to improve coverage of the
Philippine waters, including its exclusive economic
zone (EEZ).

PN officials stated that the approach aligns with the
Comprehensive Archipelagic Defense Concept (CADC),
which focuses on safeguarding the country's
territories. The new tactic will allow the Navy to
monitor larger areas more effectively.
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The Navy is also open to incorporating these surface
action groups into future maritime cooperative
activities (MCA) with United States forces, including
potential joint exercises such as "Balikatan." This
follows a successful MCA between the Philippines and
the US in the West Philippine Sea earlier in January
2025.

In addition to this, the PN continues to enhance its
warfighting capabilities, exemplified by its guided
missile frigates like BRP Antonio Luna (FF-151), one of
the most modern vessels in the Navy's fleet. [Philippine
News Agency]

Philippines: Over 3,000 policemen
dismissed or penalized in 2024

(Im) The Philippine National Police (PNP) reported that
903 officers were dismissed and 2,765 others
penalized in 2024 for various offenses. Among those
dismissed were high-ranking officers, including five
lieutenant colonels, six majors, and 12 captains.
Penalties ranged from demotions and salary
forfeitures to restrictions and reprimands.

PNP Chief General Rommel Francisco Marbil
emphasized the importance of addressing misconduct
within the force, noting that 5,457 personnel faced
administrative charges in 3,751 cases, with 2,691
officers exonerated. Additionally, 1,112 personnel were
suspended, including several senior-ranking officers.

Marbil highlighted the PNP's three-pronged reform
strategy: preventive measures to deter misconduct,
punitive actions to hold offenders accountable, and
restorative initiatives to rehabilitate penalized
personnel and support exonerated officers. Programs
like the Zero-Backlog initiative have also been
implemented to expedite case resolutions, adhering to
a 110-day timeframe set by the National Police
Commission.

As part of its reform efforts, the PNP conducted
seminars on disciplinary policies for 1,663 personnel in
2024 to enhance procedural efficiency. [Manila Times]

Singapore: Electoral Boundaries Review
Committee formed ahead of 2025 General
Election
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(vsq) Singapore has initiated preparations for its 2025
General Election with the formation of the Electoral
Boundaries Review Committee (EBRC), a key step in
redrawing electoral constituencies. Convened by Prime
Minister Lawrence Wong on January 22, the EBRC's
task is to review existing electoral divisions and
recommend the number and configuration of Group
Representation Constituencies (GRCs) and Single
Member Constituencies (SMCs). The committee aims to
keep the average GRC size, the proportion of SMCs,
and the ratio of electors to MPs consistent with the last
election.

Singapore currently has 93 electoral seats, divided
among 14 SMCs and 17 GRCs. The average GRC size is
4.65 MPs, with six four-member and 11 five-member
GRCs. The EBRC's recommendations are expected to
reflect population growth and new housing
developments, particularly in areas like Tengah and
Bidadari, which have seen significant residential
expansion.

Historically, the time between the EBRC's formation
and Polling Day has ranged from four to 11 months.
This timeline suggests that Singaporeans could head to
the polls as early as May 2025. In the last General
Election in 2020, the EBRC report was completed four
months before the election was called.

With the election anticipated no later than November
2025, political parties have intensified ground
activities, including introducing new candidates and
conducting walkabouts. Meanwhile, over 50,000 public
servants have been trained as election officials in
preparation for the polls. [ChannelNews Asia] [The
Straits Times] [Elections Department Prime Minister’s
Office]

Singapore: Opposition Worker’s Party
engages with commercial entities to
conduct candidate screening

(vsq) In preparation for Singapore's upcoming General
Election in 2025, the main opposition Workers' Party
(WP) has taken significant steps to strengthen its
candidate selection process. Secretary-General and
Leader of the Opposition Pritam Singh revealed that
the party’s election committee has engaged
commercial entities to assist with candidate screening
and personality reviews. Speaking at the WP annual
members’ forum on January 11, Singh emphasized that
while such measures improve the process, they cannot
guarantee that all past infractions of potential
candidates will surface.
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Singh highlighted the WP's focus on a mix of
candidates, balancing individuals who have extensive
ground experience with newer members. The party
also aims to deploy balanced teams for Group
Representation Constituencies (GRCs), ensuring
diversity in attributes such as youth, experience, and
value-add. Singh stressed the importance of party
renewal, noting the need to bring younger, motivated
individuals into the fold to ensure the WP remains
relevant to Singaporeans in the future.

The WP envisions a more balanced political system,
advocating for at least one-third of elected Members of
Parliament to come from the opposition. Singh
reiterated the party's commitment to representing all
Singaporeans, emphasizing its support for
multiracialism and the importance of avoiding
communal politics. While the WP is mindful of laws
safeguarding Singapore’s multiracial society, it remains
committed to debating sensitive racial or religious
issues in Parliament when necessary.

Looking ahead, Singh acknowledged the potential risks
to the opposition movement in Singapore, warning of
the possibility of a wipeout of elected opposition MPs.
Such a development, he argued, would hinder the
evolution of a more balanced political system and
negatively impact national unity. [ChannelNews Asia]
[The Worker's Party] [The Straits Times]

Singapore: Former director charged in
record money laundering case

(Im) Singapore has charged Wang Junijie, the former
director of local corporate service provider LW
Consultancy, in connection with the city-states record
SGD 3 billion (USD 2.2. billion) money laundering
scandal. Wang faces 15 charges, including conspiracy
to falsify accounts and making false representations.
These offenses could result in fines and/or
imprisonment.

Wang, who is associated with over 200 companies, is
accused of playing a significant role in facilitating
money laundering activities. His consultancy provided
corporate secretarial services to firms linked to Su
Haijin and Su Baolin, two individuals arrested in 2023
for money laundering. Both were sentenced to 14
months in prison.

In 2024, both Wang's registration and that of his
consultancy were canceled by the Singapore
Accounting and Corporate Regulatory Authority (ACRA)
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for breaching anti-money laundering regulations.
[yahoo!news]

Singapore: Monetary policy eased as core
inflation hits lowest rate since 2021

(Im) Singapore's central, the Monetary Authority of
Singapore (MAS), has eased its monetary policy for the
first time since 2020, citing slowing growth and
moderating inflation. This decision comes as core
inflation in December 2024 dropped to 1.8 percent
year-on-year, the lowest level since November 2021.
The decline was attributed to slower increases in
services costs, such as holiday expenses and public
transport. Overall inflation remained stable at 1.6
percent year-on-year for December.

For the full year 2024, core inflation averaged 2.7
percent, significantly lower than 4.2 percent in 2023,
while overall inflation fell to 2.4 percent, down from 4.8
percent the previous year. Key contributors included
stabilizing private transport costs and rising food
prices, particularly for non-cooked food.
Accommodation inflation also eased slightly.
[ChannelNews Asia] [yahoo!news]

MAS adjusted its policy by reducing the slope of the
Singapore dollar nominal effective exchange rate
(S$NEER) policy band, effectively slowing the currency's
appreciation against a basket of trading partner
currencies. This move aims to support Singapore's
heavily trade-reliant economy by lowering borrowing
costs amidst uncertainties in global trade. The decision
reflects concerns over rising global economic policy
uncertainties, particularly after Donald Trump’s return
to the U.S. presidency, which has raised fears of
escalating trade frictions.

MAS and the Ministry of Trade and Industry (MTI)
project that inflation will continue to ease in 2025, with
core inflation expected to average between 1 and 2
percent. Overall inflation is forecast to remain between
1.5 and 2.5 percent, supported by stable global
commodity prices, gradual productivity improvements,
and contained energy prices.

Singapore’s GDP growth is also projected to slow to
between 1 and 3 percent in 2025, a significant
decrease from 4 percent in 2024. MAS emphasized the
importance of managing external uncertainties, which
heavily impact the trade-reliant economy where
imports and exports account for over 300 percent of
GDP. Following the monetary policy adjustment, the
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Singapore dollar saw limited movement, trading at
SGD 1.3526 per USD. [Financial Times] [CNBC]

Singapore: Labor market growth slows in
Q4 in 2024

(vsq) Singapore’s labour market expanded in the fourth
quarter of 2024, though at a slower pace. Total
employment grew by 8,700 in Q4, bringing full-year
growth to 45,500—down from 78,800 in 2023. Resident
employment rebounded, particularly in Professional
Services, Financial Services, and Health & Social
Services, while non-resident employment growth was
driven by Work Permit holders in construction.

Retrenchments rose slightly in Q4 to 3,600 but
remained within non-recession norms, with annual
retrenchments totaling 12,930—lower than 2023.
Unemployment rates stabilized in December, with the
overall annual rate at 2.0 percent. [Ministry of
Manpower]

Thailand: Poll body chief accused of
negligence for clearing coalition-core
Bhumjaithai Party

(Im) Election Commission (EC) secretary-general
Sawang Boonmee faces allegations of dereliction of
duty after deciding not to recommend the dissolution
of the Bhumjaithai Party - a core member of the multi-
party coalition and the third-largest party in Parliament
- over alleged unlawful donations. Lawyer
Pattharapong Supaksorn filed a petition with the
Central Criminal Court for Corruption and Misconduct
Cases, citing Sawang's decision as negligent.

The controversy centers around Burijarearn
Construction, a company allegedly linked to Saksayam
Chidchob, a former transport minister and a key figure
in the Bhumjaithai Party. Saksayam, who previously
served as the party's secretary-general, was removed
from his ministerial role by the Constitutional Court in
2023 for concealing shares in the construction
company. The court determined that he retained
control over Burijarearn Construction despite not
declaring the shares, violating laws prohibiting cabinet
ministers from holding stakes in commercial firms.

The accusations suggest that Burijarearn Construction
made donations to the Bhumjaithai Party, potentially
using nominee arrangements under Saksayam's
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influence. Such financial ties have raised concerns
about the party's funding sources and compliance with
political financing laws. The EC, however, stated in
December 2024 that there was insufficient evidence to
support claims that the party intentionally accepted
donations from unlawful sources, thereby deciding not
to pursue a case for dissolution.

Lawyer Pattharapong Supaksorn has drawn parallels
between this case and the dissolution of the Future
Forward Party - the original predecessor to the main
opposition People's Party - in 2020, which was
disbanded over an illegal loan extended by its leader,
Thanathorn Juangroongruangkit. Pattharapong argued
that both cases involve financial irregularities
connected to party operations. He criticized the EC for
failing to apply the precedent set in the Future Forward
case, suggesting that the decision not to dissolve
Bhumijaithai reflects negligence on the part of the
commission and its secretary-general. This, he argued,
justifies legal action against Sawang for failing to
uphold his responsibilities. [Bangkok Post]

Thailand: Government under pressure to
combat worsening air pollution crisis

(Im/hrs) Thailand's capital Bangkok is grappling with
hazardous air pollution levels, forcing the temporary
closure of over 350 schools and prompting authorities
to implement emergency measures. As of January 24,
the capital ranked as the eighth-most polluted city
globally, with an Air Quality Index (AQI) reading of 185,
far exceeding the threshold of 100, which is considered
unhealthy. The PM2.5 levels, a key pollutant consisting
of cancer-causing microparticles, reached 108 pg/m3—
more than 21 times the World Health Organization's
annual guideline.

The crisis, attributed to crop burning, vehicle
emissions, and waste incineration, has disrupted daily
life for Bangkok's 10 million residents. While
authorities have encouraged remote work, only
100,000 residents have registered for the program.
Restrictions on six-wheel trucks entering key city areas
have also been enforced to reduce emissions. Despite
these efforts, experts estimate that PM2.5 pollution
has cost Bangkok over THB 3 billion (USD 87 million) in
January due to medical expenses, economic
disruptions, and the purchase of protective masks. [Al
Jazeera] [The Guardian]

Wildfires across Thailand have exacerbated the
pollution. In Rayong, fires at Khao Chom Hae have
consumed 6,400 hectares (16,000 rai), with about 30
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percent of the area affected. Similar fires in Nakhon
Ratchasima have destroyed 9.6 square kilometers
(6,016 rai), primarily due to foraging and hunting
activities, leading to arrests and ongoing investigations.
Meanwhile, controlled burns in Prachin Buri's Thap Lan
National Park and rekindled fires in Khao Yai National
Park, a UNESCO World Heritage site, have further
worsened air quality. [Bangkok Post 1] [Bangkok Post
2] [Bangkok Post 3] [Bangkok Post 4]

Prime Minister Paetongtarn Shinawatra has elevated
the pollution crisis to a regional agenda, calling for
ASEAN cooperation to address cross-border haze
caused by agricultural burning. She instructed Foreign
Affairs Minister Maris Sangiampongsa to initiate talks
with neighboring countries. [Bangkok Post 5]

Domestically, immediate measures include the
distribution of 7.3 million surgical masks and 600,000
N95 masks, a THB 140 million (USD 4.1 million) week-
long free public transport initiative in Bangkok, and
intensified firefighting efforts. However, these short-
term solutions have drawn criticism from
environmental experts and opposition leaders for
failing to address the root causes of the crisis, such as
industrial emissions and agricultural practices.
[Bangkok Post 6]

The government plans to address the crisis further at a
January 30 cabinet meeting. Key agencies, including
the Department of Pollution Control and the Bangkok
Metropolitan Administration, will present progress
reports, and provinces like Chiang Mai, which have
successfully reduced pollution, will share their
strategies. Interior Minister Anutin Charnvirakul has
pledged stricter enforcement of laws against burning
activities and greater collaboration with security
agencies and community health volunteers. [Bangkok
Post 7]

Against this backdrop, the prime minister defended
her recent attendance at the World Economic Forum,
emphasizing her commitment to securing international
and regional support to combat air pollution. However,
opposition leaders and environmental experts have
criticized the government for its perceived inaction and
lack of comprehensive long-term solutions, calling for
coordinated policies to address industrial emissions,
urban planning, and agricultural practices.

Thailand: Progress on casino
entertainment complex bill despite mixed
public opinion
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(Im) The Thai government, led by Prime Minister
Paetongtarn Shinawatra’s Pheu Thai Party, has
advanced efforts to legalize integrated entertainment
complexes, including casinos, as part of its economic
stimulus plan. Deputy Finance Minister Julapun
Amornvivat announced that the draft bill is expected to
reach parliament for consideration within this
legislative session, which is expected to end around
April. [Bangkok Post 1]

The proposed complexes aim to attract foreign
investment, boost tourism, create jobs, and regulate
illegal gambling activities. Julapun emphasized that the
initiative is modeled after similar projects in Singapore
and the United States, designed as economic growth
drivers rather than traditional gambling
establishments.

The bill includes a casino component limited to 10
percent or less of each entertainment complex, with
measures to regulate operations and mitigate
potential social impacts. Representatives from the
executive branch, including two deputy secretaries to
the prime minister, have been appointed to ensure
that the project's vision aligns with the government's
objectives.

Separately, Deputy Prime Minister Phumtham
Wechayachai reaffirmed that no public referendum is
needed, as the policy has already been declared and
approved by parliament. He argued that delaying the
bill could harm economic recovery and dismissed calls
for a referendum as unnecessary, noting that
parliamentary approval reflects public representation.
[Bangkok Post 2]

However, while public hearings indicated 80 percent
approval for the initiative, public opinion seems
significantly divided. A National Institute of
Development Administration (NIDA) poll conducted in
January revealed that 59.19 percent of respondents
opposed both the casino complex and its casino
component, while 28.93 percent supported both.
Regarding online gambling legalization, 68.63 percent
expressed some level of disagreement. Additionally,
51.07 percent of respondents opposed holding public
referendums on these initiatives, while 37.86 percent
supported referendums.

Against this backdrop, the opposition, led by the
People's Party, has raised concerns about
transparency, revenue allocation, and potential
corruption in licensing and bidding processes. They
have called for greater scrutiny to ensure fairness and
minimize social harm. [Bangkok Post 3]
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Thailand: National politics overshadows
provincial polls as decentralization stalls

(Im) The upcoming February 1 elections for Provincial
Administration Organization (PAO) presidents highlight
the enduring influence of national politicians over local
governance in Thailand. PAOs are key local
government bodies responsible for managing public
services, infrastructure, and development initiatives at
the provincial level, bridging the gap between national
policies and local communities.

Analysts argue that the elections, while a step toward
decentralization, are dominated by national politicians
leveraging the polls to strengthen their influence for
the 2027 general election. Figures like former Prime
Minister Thaksin Shinawatra, the de facto leader of the
ruling Pheu Thai Party, and Thanathorn
Juangroongruangkit of the Progressive Movement,
closely aligned with the main opposition People’s Party,
have actively campaigned for their parties' candidates,
underscoring the intertwining of national and local
politics.

The central government's reluctance to delegate
authority to local administrations is a significant
obstacle to true decentralization. The ruling Pheu Thai
Party is expected to dominate in its strongholds in the
North and Northeast, while the Bhumjaithai Party (BJP),
led by Interior Minister Anutin Charnvirakul, is likely to
secure seats in the Central Plains, East, and South.
Independent candidates from local political clans are
also predicted to gain traction in provinces where
national parties have not fielded candidates.

However, analysts agree that the elections reflect
national political dynamics more than grassroots
empowerment, leaving meaningful decentralization a
distant prospect. [Bangkok Post]

Thailand: Protesters pressure Prime
Minister Paetongtarn over her father’s
hospital stay

(Im) Protesters near Government House on January 21
urged Prime Minister Paetongtarn Shinawatra to
ensure transparency and cooperation in investigations
into her father, former Prime Minister Thaksin
Shinawatra's controversial hospital detention during
his prison term. Thaksin, sentenced to eight years in
August 2024 (reduced to one year by royal pardon),
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avoided incarceration entirely by citing health concerns
and staying in a VIP room at Police General Hospital,
costing THB 8,500 (USD 247) per night. His six-month
hospital stay has raised allegations of preferential
treatment, undermining public trust in the justice
system.

Led by figures like Jatuporn Prompan, a former leader
in the “red shirt” movement that represents the
political and social power base of Thaksin, protesters
demanded that Paetongtarn direct the Department of
Corrections and Police General Hospital to cooperate
with ongoing investigations by the National Anti-
Corruption Commission (NACC) and the Medical
Council of Thailand. The NACC is probing misconduct
by 12 officials allegedly involved in facilitating Thaksin's
stay, while the Medical Council is examining whether
doctors violated regulations allowing a maximum of
120 days for inmate treatment outside prison.
[Bangkok Post 1]

Adding to the challenges for Paetongtarn's
administration is the long-standing Alpine Golf Club
case, which centers on the controversial sale of
monastic land to private companies, including those
linked to the Shinawatra family. Originally donated to
Wat Thammikaram in 1971, the 924-rai plot in Pathum
Thani was improperly transferred to Alpine Real Estate
and Alpine Golf and Sports Club, sparking allegations
of legal violations and ethical lapses in the handling of
monastic property.

Paetongtarn’s transfer of her shares in the club to her
mother in September 2024 has failed to quell scrutiny.
Calls for revoking the title deeds, led by opposition
figures and Interior Minister Anutin Charnvirakul, cite a
Council of State ruling that the land's monastic status
was unlawfully altered. Revocation could require
compensation of up to THB 7.7 billion (USD 223
million), placing further political and financial strain on
the administration. [Bangkok Post 2]

Former Deputy Interior Minister Chada Thaised signed
an order for the land's title nullification before leaving
office in September 2024. However, the final authority
rests with Deputy Permanent Secretary for Interior
Chamnanwit Terat, who faces mounting pressure to
act before his retirement in September 2025. Failure to
act could result in allegations of dereliction of duty
under Section 157 of the Criminal Code. [see AiR No. 3,
January/2025, 3].

Thailand: Maritime dispute negotiations
with Cambodia on hold pending
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parliamentary approval

(hrs/Im) Thailand's Foreign Minister Maris
Sangiampongsa has reiterated that no formal
negotiations with Cambodia regarding the 26,000-
square-kilometer overlapping maritime claim area in
the Gulf of Thailand will proceed without
parliamentary consent. Speaking during a Senate
session on January 27, Maris emphasized the
government's commitment to transparency, public
engagement, and adherence to international legal
frameworks in resolving the longstanding dispute.

The overlapping claim area, located off the coast of
Trat, has been a contentious issue for decades. While a
new Joint Technical Committee (JTC) has yet to be
formed to facilitate negotiations, the Thai government
is prepared to incorporate input from all stakeholders,
including Senate members, into its negotiation
framework.

Discussions will be guided by the principles outlined in
the 2001 Thai-Cambodian Memorandum of
Understanding (MoU 44). Maris described MoU 44 as a
balanced framework that safeguards Thailand’s
national interests in terms of security, maritime
boundaries, and economic benefits while ensuring
sovereignty, including over Koh Kut, remains
uncompromised. The MoU mandates that negotiations
on boundary demarcation and joint development
progress concurrently.

The government has planned public seminars, in
collaboration with parliamentary committees, to foster
understanding and gather additional feedback from
various sectors. Maris assured that no actions would
be taken without parliamentary approval, and all
negotiations with Cambodia would strictly adhere to
international law and relevant legal principles.
[Bangkok Post 1] [Bangkok Post 2]

Thailand: Cabinet approves changes to
Military Court Act

(msz) The Thai cabinet has approved amendments to
the Military Court Act, allowing non-military citizens to
file criminal cases in the Military Court and making
rulings appealable in both peace and wartime.
Previously, only military prosecutors or individuals
under military jurisdiction, such as military personnel
and civilians employed by the military, could initiate
cases.
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The amendment also includes dissolving provincial
military courts, aligning their jurisdiction with the Royal
Decree, and ensuring consistency with Article 14 of the
International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights.
Additionally, it introduces provisions to enable appeals
of rulings issued during wartime or martial law, aiming
to strengthen accountability and accessibility within
the military justice system. [Bangkok Post]

Thailand: Crackdown on hazardous waste
highlights need for stricter toxic waste
management laws

(Im) The arrest of two Chinese nationals for illegal
possession of hazardous materials has reignited calls
for stricter toxic waste management laws in Thailand.

The suspects were caught managing a factory involved
in processing approximately 10 tons of waste
contaminated with heavy metals such as lead,
cadmium, and mercury. The raid followed an
investigation triggered by the Customs Department's
seizure of 10 shipping containers carrying 256 tons of
hazardous materials. Authorities traced the shipment
to the factory in Chachoengsao, linked to a previously
shut-down facility in Prachin Buri. [Bangkok Post 1]

Environmental advocates have seized on this case to
emphasize the urgent need for reform in Thailand's
hazardous waste management policies. At a recent
"Ratchadamnoen Talk" hosted by the Thai Journalists
Association, Penchome Sae-Tang, director of Ecological
Alert and Recovery-Thailand, criticized outdated and
lax regulations that have allowed environmental
degradation to escalate. Policies introduced to attract
foreign investment, including those relaxing
restrictions on waste management plant operations,
have exacerbated the issue.

A directive from the National Council for Peace and
Order—enacted during the military junta after the
2014 coup—suspended city planning laws, allowing
waste sorting and recycling facilities to operate
anywhere. This prompted an influx of foreign
investors, particularly from China, using outdated and
environmentally harmful technologies. Thailand is now
home to approximately 2,500 industrial waste
management plants, many of which are small-scale
and inefficient. [Bangkok Post 2]
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Thailand: Medical council warns 'on sign'
doctors ahead of regulatory changes

(Im) The Medical Council of Thailand (MCT), the
national governing body for medical professionals, has
warned against the practice of "on the sign" doctors—
medical practitioners whose names are used to
endorse clinics where they do not actually work. This
practice will face stricter penalties under new
regulations effective February 9.

The new rules, announced following recent attention
to such schemes, impose penalties ranging from a one-
year suspension of a medical license to permanent
revocation for repeat offenders. The issue gained
prominence after Senator Keskamol Pleansamai’s
financial disclosure revealed she earned THB 210,000
(USD 6,090) annually for allowing her name to be
displayed at a clinic she did not work at.

An "on the sign" doctor may earn up to THB 50,000
(USD 1,450) per month through this unethical practice.
However, many doctors, especially new graduates,
claim they were misled by recruiters into believing the
practice was legitimate. The MCT has urged doctors to
avoid risking their careers by engaging in these
schemes.

According to the Department of Health Service Support
(HSS), clinic owners and managers complicit in this
practice will also face penalties under the Medical
Facilities Act of 1998. Punishments include fines of up
to THB 40,000 (USD 1,160) and prison terms of up to
five years. [Bangkok Post]

Thailand: Bangkok governor pressed to
act on decade-old demolition order for
condo

(Im) Former senator Rosana Tositrakul has urged
Bangkok Governor Chadchart Sittipunt to enforce the
Supreme Administrative Court's 2014 order to
demolish the 21-story Aetas condominium in
Pathumwan district. The court had deemed the
building in violation of the Building Control Act due to
its construction on a narrow street less than 10 meters
wide, posing safety and accessibility concerns.

The Aetas condo has remained standing for over a
decade since the court's final ruling. Rosana warned
that failure to act could result in charges of dereliction
of duty under Section 157 of the Criminal Code.
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The case dates back to 2005, when local residents, led
by Dr. Songkram Supcharoen, opposed the project.
Despite objections, construction was approved by the
Pathumwan district office. A lawsuit was later filed with
the Central Administrative Court, which ruled in 2012
that the building violated regulations and ordered its
demolition within 60 days. The Bangkok Metropolitan
Administration (BMA) appealed, but the Supreme
Administrative Court upheld the decision in 2014,
mandating swift enforcement.

Concerns over the lack of action resurfaced at a recent
forum organized by the Thailand Consumers Council
(TCCQ). Dr. Songkram highlighted safety risks, citing a
tragic fire incident at a nearby hotel where narrow
access roads delayed fire trucks, leading to fatalities.
He warned that similar disasters could occur if illegal
construction on narrow streets is not addressed.
[Bangkok Post]

Thailand: After enactment of marriage
equality bill, focus shifts to broader
LGBTQ+ rights

(hrs/Im) Thailand marked a historic milestone on
January 23 as the Marriage Equality Bill came into
effect, granting LGBTQ+ couples the same legal rights
as heterosexual couples. This includes the right to
marry, manage assets, inherit, and adopt children.
Celebrations were held across the country, including
an event in Bangkok where approximately 180 same-
sex couples registered their unions at a prominent
shopping mall. [Bangkok Post 1] [BBC]

To support this progress, the Ministry of Interior
updated its regulations on family registration,
replacing gendered terms like "husband" and "wife"
with gender-neutral terms such as "spouse." Published
in the Royal Gazette on January 22, this adjustment
ensures same-sex couples can formally register their
marriages and divorces, achieving equality under Thai
family law. [Bangkok Post 2]

In line with these advancements, the government has
allocated THB 145.63 million (USD 4.21 million) to the
National Health Security Office (NHSO) to provide
hormone therapy and healthcare services for
approximately 200,000 transgender individuals.
Previously, the cost of hormone therapy was borne by
individuals, often leading to health risks from
unsupervised use. This funding ensures medically
supervised and affordable access to hormone therapy
while providing comprehensive healthcare services,
including medical treatment, health promotion, and
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rehabilitation, for transgender individuals. [Bangkok
Post 3]

While the Marriage Equality Bill marks significant
progress, advocates are urging the government to pass
the Gender Recognition Bill to address broader issues
faced by transgender and intersex individuals. This bill
would allow individuals to self-identify their gender
and select titles that align with their identity, including
a gender-neutral "X" option.

Challenges such as mismatched official documents
have created obstacles for transgender men and
women in travel, healthcare, and daily life. Hospitals
often assign wards based on gender titles, causing
discomfort for transgender patients. Intersex
individuals face societal stigma and invasive surgeries
at birth, underscoring the need for broader reforms.

The United Nations Human Rights Council has called
on member states to combat discrimination against
intersex individuals, and advocates hope Thailand will
align with this resolution. However, structural
challenges remain, including aligning gender
recognition with existing laws, marital status, and
healthcare practices based on birth-assigned gender.

The Gender Recognition Bill has four versions under
consideration, including proposals from civil society
organizations and the Social Development and Human
Security Ministry. All versions prioritize self-
determination without requiring medical certification.
Proposals also include offering additional gender titles
and requiring court approval for multiple identity
changes.

The bill has passed a public hearing but awaits cabinet
approval before presentation to parliament. Legal
experts emphasize the necessity of self-determination,
aligning with global human rights principles, and
advocates are calling for accelerated progress to
ensure dignity, inclusivity, and equal rights for all.
[Bangkok Post 4]

Thailand: Adultery law revised for gender
neutrality

(Im) The Thai cabinet acknowledged amendments to
the Civil and Commercial Code on January 23, ensuring
equality in compensation claims related to acts of
adultery. The changes align with a Constitutional Court
ruling addressing gender disparities in the law.
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The amendments pertain to Section 1523 of the code,
which previously allowed only husbands to claim
compensation from individuals engaging in adulterous
acts with their wives. Conversely, wives could not sue
male or female partners involved in extramarital affairs
with their husbands. This inequality contradicted
Section 27 of the Thai Constitution, which guarantees
equal rights for men and women.

Following a June 2024 Constitutional Court ruling, the
law now adopts gender-neutral terms, replacing
"husband" and "wife" with "spouse."

The revision stems from a case initiated by the
ombudsman and a research paper by Surat Thani
Provincial Court Vice Presiding Judge Nattwat Baibua,
which highlighted the legal inconsistency. [Bangkok
Post]

Thailand: Allegations of abuse and
corruption in cases involving Chinese
nationals

(Im) Two recent cases involving Chinese nationals in
Thailand have spotlighted allegations of abuse and
corruption.

She Zhijiang, a Chinese-born gambling tycoon with
Cambodian citizenship, has accused Thai authorities of
inhumane treatment during his detention in a
maximume-security prison. Arrested in 2022 on charges
of running illegal online gambling operations, She
claims to have been subjected to solitary confinement,
denied medical care for a spinal injury, and left
wheelchair-bound after a violent incident involving
officers and inmates in October 2024. His lawyers
allege that She also faced unwelcome visits from
Chinese embassy officials, who reportedly pressured
him to return to China using veiled threats involving his
family and friends.

She, the head of Yatai International Holdings Group, is
known for developing a controversial multibillion-
dollar casino complex in Shwe Kokko, along the Thai-
Myanmar border. His legal team argues that his
detention and potential extradition to China are
politically motivated, linked to his refusal to comply
with Chinese authorities. They maintain that
allegations of human rights abuses and political
interference should preclude his extradition under
international norms. [Bangkok Post 1]

In a separate incident, seven Chinese men were
rescued in Ubon Ratchathani’'s Phibun Mangsahan
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district after being allegedly kidnapped by eight
individuals, including four Thai law enforcement
officials. The victims, lured to Thailand from Laos with
promises of lucrative jobs, were reportedly abducted
and held for ransom by three Special Branch Bureau
officers, a Border Patrol Police officer, a paramilitary
ranger, and three civilians, including a Myanmar
national. The kidnappers demanded THB 2 million
(USD 58,000) from the victims' families.

Thai authorities launched a rescue operation after
relatives in Laos alerted them, freeing the victims and
arresting the suspects. Charges against the abductors
include abuse of authority and misconduct, while the
victims were charged with illegal entry into Thailand.
Authorities restricted media access to avoid
photographing officials involved in the crime. [Bangkok
Post 2]

Thailand: Waste-to-energy renewable
power plant to be opened in 2026

(msz) Bangkok's On Nut waste-to-energy power plant is
scheduled to open by November 2026, with
construction currently 28 percent complete. The
facility, managed by New Sky Energy (Thailand) with an
investment of THB 4.89 billion (USD 141.81 million), will
process up to 1,000 tons of waste daily, accounting for
10 percent of Bangkok's total daily waste output of
10,000 tons.

Once operational, the On Nut waste-to-energy plant is
expected to generate 35 MW of electricity monthly,
equivalent to powering approximately 28,000 homes in
Bangkok for a month. [Bangkok Post]

Thailand: Green electricity scheme
launched

(hrs) Thailand has introduced a new green electricity
initiative, making 2 billion units of renewable energy
available to businesses at a premium utility green tariff
(UGT) of THB 4.21 (USD 0.12) per kilowatt-hour, slightly
above the standard rate of THB 4.15 (USD 0.11). The
initiative, led by the Energy Regulatory Commission
(ERC) in partnership with state-owned electricity
agencies, aims to enhance Thailand’s competitiveness,
attract foreign investment, and support its carbon
reduction goals.
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Private sector uptake has been strong, with 600 million
units already reserved by companies across sectors
like petrochemicals, banking, and retail. Businesses
participating in the program are eligible to receive
International Renewable Energy Certificates, verifying
their use of green electricity.

Electricity supplied under the UGT primarily comes
from seven hydropower dams operated by the
Electricity Generating Authority of Thailand (EGAT),
which ensure an annual supply of 2 billion units. EGAT
is also advancing floating solar farm projects, with
plans for 17 such facilities generating a combined
2,725 MW - sufficient to power approximately 2 million
homes annually - by 2030. [Nation Thailand] [Bangkok
Post]

Thailand: Second phase of THB 10,000 cash
handout to begin

(Im) The Thai government, under the leadership of
Prime Minister Paetongtarn Shinawatra, is set to
launch the second phase of Thailand's THB 10,000
(USD 290) cash handout program on January 29,
targeting approximately three million senior citizens
aged 60 and above. Eligible recipients must have an
annual income below THB 840,000 (USD 24,360) and
total bank deposits under THB 500,000 (USD 14,500).
The scheme excludes vulnerable groups who received
funds in the first phase.

The scheme's third phase, planned for March and
April, will target individuals aged 16 to 59 through a
digital wallet application currently undergoing system
testing. [Bangkok Post 1]

Former Prime Minister Thaksin Shinawatra, considered
the de facto head of the ruling Pheu Thai Party, has
championed the program, citing its potential to
stimulate economic activity. At a recent campaign
event, Thaksin compared the initiative to policies
introduced during his tenure (2001-2006), such as
universal healthcare and microfinance, which spurred
grassroots economic growth. He vowed to replicate
such successes while addressing public debt and
income inequality.

Thaksin also proposed education reforms, advocating
for the integration of artificial intelligence (Al) and
revenues from legalized online gambling to modernize
schools, hire foreign teachers, and enhance learning
technologies. [Bangkok Post 2]
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However, the Education Ministry refuted Thaksin's
criticism of bureaucratic inefficiency, emphasizing
ongoing reforms such as reducing teachers'
administrative burdens and improving promotion
systems. The ministry argued that education reform
and gambling legalization should not be linked and
emphasized upskilling current personnel within budget
constraints, as 80 percent of the ministry's budget is
allocated to salaries.

The ministry also highlighted past restructuring efforts,
including the creation of the Ministry of Culture and
separation of the Department of Physical Education, as
part of its strategy to address inefficiencies. While
acknowledging unresolved challenges, the ministry
dismissed Thaksin's critique as potentially politically
motivated during an election cycle. [Bangkok Post 3]

Thailand: Uncertainty over nationwide
implementation of THB 400 minimum
wage

(Im) Thailand's Labour Permanent Secretary Boonsong
Thapchaiyuth has stated that the nationwide
implementation of a THB 400 daily minimum wage
remains uncertain. While this adjustment has been
effective in key tourism provinces, such as Chon Buri
and Phuket, since January 1, the extension to other
provinces depends on economic assessments and the
wage committee's recommendations.

The cabinet-approved wage hike, which varies between
THB 337 (USD 9.77) and THB 400 (USD 11.60) daily, is
under evaluation by the tripartite wage committee
comprising representatives from the government,
employers, and employees. Feedback from affected
employers and stakeholders in provinces where the
hike has been introduced is being gathered, alongside
opinions from areas awaiting wage adjustments.

Boonsong highlighted that the committee would
assess economic conditions quarterly to determine the
feasibility of expanding the THB 400 rate nationwide.
He clarified that there is no confirmation on when this
might happen, adding that the committee is focused
on aligning minimum wages with international
standards based on labor skills. Monthly meetings will
be held to ensure fairness and balance for workers
across the country. [Bangkok Post]


https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-sjikkjl-l-tjy/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-sjikkjl-l-tjj/

Thailand: Cabinet greenlights revamp of
Port Authority

(msz/Im) The Thai cabinet has approved a new Port
Authority of Thailand (PAT) bill, amending the 1951 PAT
Act, to facilitate port development and related
industries. Announced by Deputy Transport Minister
Manaporn Charoensri on January 22, the new bill
grants PAT the ability to partner with domestic and
international companies, establish subsidiaries for
specific management tasks, and invest in or hold
shares in limited or public limited corporations. The
initiative aims to boost Thailand's Gross Domestic
Product (GDP) by enhancing infrastructure at Bangkok
Port in the Klong Toey area and Laem Chabang Port in
Chon Buri.

Under the new law, PAT will have authority to engage
in property transactions, charge fees for port services,
issue bonds, and lease or develop real estate in
alignment with public benefit. Additional measures will
focus on safety, public health, and environmental
quality at the ports. These developments aim to
transform Bangkok Port into a smart port, while also
advancing the Klong Toey community into a smart
community. A passenger cruise ship terminal is
planned at Bangkok Port to promote tourism, further
highlighting its strategic significance. [Bangkok Post 1]

In line with the proposed changes, Bangkok Port has
also been identified as a potential site for an integrated
entertainment complex, including a casino. Deputy
Prime Minister Suriya Jungrungreangkit emphasized
the port's strategic location, scenic river views, and
potential for transformation into a yacht marina. Other
locations, such as Laem Chabang and Pattaya, are also
being considered by a national committee.

Proponents argue the entertainment complex and
legalized gambling could stimulate economic growth
and tourism. However, critics, including gambling
expert Sangsit Piriyarangsan, caution against rushing
legalization without thorough studies and public
involvement. Concerns include addiction, increased
accessibility for youth, and the challenges of regulating
online gambling platforms, which often lack adequate
age restrictions.

The government has faced criticism for insufficient
evaluation of the potential social risks associated with
both physical casinos and online gambling. Experts
stress the importance of preventive measures and
public awareness to mitigate the negative
consequences of such initiatives. [Bangkok Post 2]
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Thailand: Ayutthaya high-speed rail
project adjusts plans to preserve heritage
site

(Im) The State Railway of Thailand (SRT) has agreed to
modify the design of the Ayutthaya High-Speed Rail
Station to address concerns raised by the World
Heritage Committee regarding its impact on the
Ayutthaya Historical Park, a UNESCO World Heritage
site. The adjustments include reducing the station's
roof height from 37.45 meters to 35.45 meters and
lowering the track elevation from 19 meters to 17
meters, ensuring the station does not overshadow the
historic Ayutthaya Railway Station.

SRT officials, along with experts from the International
Centre for the Study of the Preservation and
Restoration of Cultural Property (ICCROM) and the
International Council on Monuments and Sites
(ICOMOS), recently conducted site visits to assess the
cultural and physical impacts of the project. Key
landmarks reviewed included Wat Ratchaburana, Wat
Mahathat, and the Japanese Village. The findings will
inform a heritage impact assessment (HIA) report,
which will be submitted to the World Heritage Centre
for approval.

The 13.3-kilometer Ayutthaya section of the Sino-Thai
high-speed rail project, valued at over 10.3 billion THB
(approximately USD 299 million), remains paused
pending the completion of the HIA report. [Bangkok
Post]

Thailand: Sugar industry projected to
loose USD 29 million due to China’s syrup
import ban

(hrs) Thailand's sugar industry faces significant
challenges after China, its primary liquid sugar
importer, imposed a ban on sugar syrup and premixed
powder imports in December 2024, citing factory
hygiene concerns. The ban, which has stranded
shipments at Chinese ports, could result in up to THB 1
billion (approximately USD 29.5 million) in losses,
according to the Thai Sugar Product Association (TSPA).

China previously imported over 1.2 million metric tons
of liquid sugar from Thailand, making the Southeast
Asian nation the world's second-largest sugar exporter.
The ban has also contributed to a decline in global
sugar prices, with white sugar futures hitting their
lowest in three years earlier this month. Industry
leaders suggest the ban may be motivated by China's
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efforts to protect its domestic sugar producers amid
rising Thai imports.

In response, Thai officials have provided China with a
list of licensed factories and food safety certifications,
emphasizing the long-standing quality of Thailand's
sugar exports. Thai sugar industry representatives,
including the TSPA and Thai Sugar Millers Corporation,
have urged the government to expedite negotiations
with Chinese authorities to lift the ban. However,
Chinese authorities have required inspections of Thai
sugar factories before proceeding with discussions.

If the ban persists, Thai sugar demand could decrease
by one million metric tons in 2025, significantly
impacting domestic prices and leaving warehouses
overwhelmed with surplus stock. [Reuters]

Thailand: Google to set up new cloud data
hub in Chon Buri

(msz) During her meeting with Thai Prime Minister
Paetongtarn Shinawatra at the World Economic Forum
(WEF) on January 22, Google's president and chief
investment officer Ruth Porat announced that the
company is setting up a new cloud data centre in Chon
Buri. The center is expected to operate in about two
years.

Prime Minister Paetongtarn expressed her hope for
her country to be the main production base of Google
digital products as Porad pledged Google's continued
support for Thai government organizations, such as
the Ministry of Education, with which it signed the
Memorandum of Understanding (MoU). Google also
expressed its commitment to supporting Thai small-
and medium-sized enterprises by providing them with
upskilling programs. [Bangkok Post]

Thailand: Air Force justifies selection of
Swedish Gripen jets over U.S.-made F-16s

(Im) The Royal Thai Air Force (RTAF) has defended its
decision to procure Swedish-made Gripen jets as
replacements for its aging fleet of F-16 aircraft
stationed in Nakhon Ratchasima. Air Force Chief ACM
Punpakdee Pattanakul stated that the Gripen jets offer
better overall benefits to Thailand, including significant
technology transfer, cost-effective training and
maintenance, and additional trade privileges from
Sweden.
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The decision emerged after evaluating 22 different jet
models, with the final contenders being the Gripen and
the latest F-16 models. The selection committee
prioritized long-term national interests, citing Sweden's
proposal for offsets and technology transfer that
exceed the jets' purchase cost. These factors were
deemed critical in fostering Thailand's defense
capabilities and trade partnerships.

Deputy Prime Minister and Defense Minister
Phumtham Wechayachai, who initially expressed
reservations about the choice, has now endorsed the
Gripen deal. He emphasized that the purchase aligns
with the government's policy to avoid creating long-
term financial burdens while ensuring technological
benefits. He confirmed his support, provided the cost
remains within budget and includes the agreed-upon
technology transfer.

The Gripen jets' operational capabilities, including their
ability to operate from short runways requiring as little
as 400 meters for takeoff and 500 meters for landing,
will undergo tests by the RTAF next month. Final
procurement details are expected to be submitted to
the cabinet for approval by April or May. [Bangkok
Post]

Thailand: Weapons smuggling operation
uncovered in Samut Sakhon

(msz) Police in Samut Sakhon arrested a 28-year-old
man and seized a significant cache of weapons and
ammunition during a raid on a house in Krathum Baen
district. The operation, conducted on January 24,
uncovered seven war rifles, including an M79 and six
AK'rifles, along with 17 magazines and over 8,500
rounds of ammunition.

During questioning, the suspect confessed that the
weapons and ammunition were smuggled from
Aranyaprathet in Sa Kaeo province, near the
Cambodian border. He admitted to storing the
shipment temporarily in Samut Sakhon before
delivering it to other locations, earning THB 20,000
(approximately USD 580) per smuggling operation.

The suspect had previously faced charges of illegal
possession of firearms in Nonthaburi's Sai Noi district.
[Bangkok Post]
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Thailand: Cyber police warn of legal and
safety risks in Jagat app coin hunt

(msz) Thailand's Cyber Crime Investigation Bureau
(CCIB) has warned users of the location-sharing Jagat
app about potential legal and safety risks associated
with its coin-hunting feature. The app, launched in
Thailand on January 15, allows users to hunt for
physical coins using augmented reality technology,
which can be exchanged for cash rewards ranging
from THB 500 (USD 14.50) to THB 200,000 (USD 5,800).

Authorities highlighted incidents of app users
trespassing on private property and causing public
disruptions while searching for coins, which could
result in criminal charges, including up to five years in
prison or a fine of THB 100,000 (USD 2,900). Police also
warned that the app poses privacy risks, as it requires
users to share personal data and location, making
them vulnerable to potential crimes.

The coin hunt, reportedly managed by operators in
Indonesia, Singapore, and Vietnam, has sparked
concerns over the app's financial ties, with allegations
that cash rewards may originate from criminal
accounts, potentially implicating users in money
laundering investigations. Authorities have increased
patrols in areas like Bangkok, Chiang Mai, Pattaya, and
Phuket to prevent crimes and disruptions linked to the
campaign.[Bangkok Post]

Thailand: Insurgency attacks in South
leave seven rangers injured

(msz) In Thailand's southern border province of
Narathiwat, an improvised explosive device (IED)
detonated on January 23, injuring seven military
rangers. Authorities believe the attack was
orchestrated by southern insurgents targeting security
forces.

Separately, in Pattani's Khok Pho district, a police
officer narrowly escaped an ambush on January 22.
Assailants hiding in roadside bushes fired three shots
at him while he was riding home on his motorcycle
after patrol duty. The officer managed to escape
unharmed, and authorities are investigating the
incident. [Bangkok Post]

Thailand: Police arrest illegal migrants in
southern border province
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(acs) In Songkhla, southern Thailand, police
apprehended 10 Myanmar nationals and two Thai
drivers attempting to cross into Malaysia illegally for
work.

Acting on a tip-off, immigration and highway police
intercepted two vehicles in Chana district. Inside, they
discovered the migrants, who had traveled from
Yangon, Myanmar, and endured a five-day journey.
The Thai drivers admitted to being paid THB 2,000
(USD 58) each to transport the group from Rattapoom
district in Songkhla to Pattani province, where another
vehicle was scheduled to take them to Malaysia. Upon
arrival, the migrants were expected to pay THB
120,000 (USD 3,482) each to a broker in Malaysia.
[Bangkok Post]

Thailand: Police raid Chinese-owned
tourist villas linked to illicit businesses

(hrs) Thai authorities conducted raids on several
properties in Chon Buri province, including luxury
poolside villas, as part of Operation Dragon Slayer, an
investigation targeting illicit Chinese businesses. The
Central Investigation Bureau (CIB) stated that
Economic Crime Suppression Division officers
searched five properties on January 26, uncovering
evidence of criminal involvement in the hospitality
sector catering to Chinese tourists.

The raids revealed that Chinese criminal syndicates,
including call-scam gangs, had allegedly laundered
their illicit earnings by investing in tourist
accommodations rented to Chinese visitors. These
operations involved cash payments, foreign currencies,
and digital money. Investigators found evidence of
proxy ownership, with over 40 companies registered
under Thai nominees acting as fronts for Chinese
owners.

The villas searched during the raids were valued at
over THB 20 million (USD 580,000) each, though
specific property names were not disclosed. [Bangkok
Post]

Thailand: Amendments to drone
regulations approved

(Im) Thailand's National Broadcasting and
Telecommunications Commission (NBTC) has
approved amendments to existing drone regulations
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to enhance the drone ecosystem and attract domestic
and foreign investments. These changes aim to
support research and development, production, and
distribution of drones, alongside improving regulations
for drone usage and frequencies.

Current regulations, implemented in 2020, govern the
registration of drones and limit frequency usage to
specific bands. The amendments will update frequency
allocations to accommodate growing drone usage in
commercial sectors, including agriculture, logistics, and
aerial imaging. The NBTC is collaborating with the Civil
Aviation Authority of Thailand and the military to
maintain safety and control measures.

Additionally, the NBTC has approved adjustments to
aviation frequency usage criteria to align with
international standards. These adjustments simplify
licensing procedures and promote aviation-related
communication and navigation systems. The updated
aviation regulations will be effective following their
publication in the Royal Gazette.

Industry forecasts anticipate the global commercial
drone market to reach USD 1.2 trillion by 2030, with
drones increasingly being used to reduce labor costs
and improve operational efficiency in various sectors.
[Bangkok Post]

Vietham: Government streamlines
ministries, merging ten into five

(nt/Im) Vietnam’s Communist Party has unveiled
significant reforms to streamline the government
apparatus and bolster socio-economic development,
following a two-day conference of the 13th Party
Central Committee (PCC) - the party's executive body -
in Hanoi. The reforms, rooted in Resolution 18, aim to
enhance governance efficiency and position Vietnam
for sustained economic growth in the coming decades.

Adopted in 2021, Resolution 18 serves as a roadmap
for restructuring Vietnam'’s political system by reducing
inefficiencies, eliminating unnecessary bureaucratic
layers, and improving governance. It seeks to
streamline decision-making processes within the Party,
National Assembly, and government while fostering
transparency, accountability, and a more agile
administrative structure. The resolution also includes
plans to reorganize leadership roles and implement
systemic reforms to strengthen local and national
governance.
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The recently unveiled restructuring plan merges ten
ministries into five, reducing the total number of
ministries from nineteen to fourteen. Key changes
include the merger of the Ministry of Finance with the
Ministry of Planning and Investment; the Ministry of
Construction with the Ministry of Transport; the
Ministry of Agriculture and Rural Development with the
Ministry of Natural Resources and Environment to
form the Ministry of Agriculture and Environment; and
the Ministry of Science and Technology with the
Ministry of Information and Communications.
Additionally, the Ministry of Labour, Invalids, and Social
Affairs will integrate into the Ministry of Home Affairs.
A new Ministry of Ethnic Minority and Religious Affairs
will oversee ethnic and religious issues, consolidating
roles previously handled by other agencies.

The streamlined government will consist of fourteen
ministries, three ministry-level agencies, and five
government-affiliated agencies, including the Vietnam
Academy of Science and Technology, Vietnam
Television, and the Voice of Vietnam. The restructuring
also eliminates the district-level police force, replacing
it with police stations in island districts, and integrates
inspection systems at national and local levels to
enhance oversight and accountability. [Viet Nam News

1]

The reforms coincide with ambitious economic targets
set by the PCC, including 8 percent GDP growth in 2025
and double-digit growth from 2026 to 2030. These
goals aim to accelerate Vietnam'’s transition to an
upper-middle-income country by 2030 and a high-
income, developed nation by 2045. Party General
Secretary and President To Lam emphasized the
critical need to meet these targets to secure Vietnam'’s
socio-economic aspirations.

The Committee also reviewed personnel structures,
resulting in leadership adjustments within the Party,
including changes in the Inspection Commission. Socio-
economic strategies for 2025 were outlined, focusing
on sustainable growth, while a five-year review of the
socio-economic development strategy for 2021-2030
reaffirmed the need for robust and inclusive
development policies. [Viet Nam News 2] [Viet Nam
News 3]

Vietnam: Sentences reduced for two
former directors in corruption case

(hn) The Ho Chi Minh City High People's Court
announced the appeal verdict for two former directors
of the Vietnam Register (VR) and 142 other defendants
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in a widespread corruption case. VR, a government
agency responsible for overseeing vehicle inspection
and safety certifications, was at the center of the
scandal involving bribery and fraudulent practices.

Former VR Director Tran Ky Hinh received a 22-year
prison sentence (reduced by three years) for accepting
bribes and abusing power, while his successor, Dang
Viet Ha, was sentenced to 17 years (reduced by two
years) for accepting bribes. The court found Hinh
negligent in his duties, enabling systemic violations
across VR and registration centers, while Ha directed
staff to accept bribes despite knowing the violations.
Their actions undermined traffic inspection systems,
jeopardized public safety, and eroded trust in state
policies.

The court reduced sentences for 125 of the 144
defendants and rejected the appeals of 12 others. [Viet
Nam News]

Vietham: Former criminal police head
arrested for extortion and misconduct

(hn) Nguyen Dang Nam, the former head of the
Criminal Police Department of Ho Chi Minh City Police,
has recently been arrested for alleged misconduct
during his tenure.

Nam previously faced disciplinary action in October
2022 for serious violations of ruling Communist Party
principles and state laws. These included breaches in
organizational and personnel management, negligence
in crime prevention efforts, and failure to supervise
subordinates, leading to widespread legal violations.
His actions were deemed detrimental to public trust
and the reputation of the Party and the police force.

As a result, Nam was dismissed from all Party positions
for the 2015-2020 and 2020-2025 terms by the Party
Standing Committee of the Ho Chi Minh City Police.
[Dantri, in Viethnamese]

Vietnam: Police bust USD 1.2 billion
money-laundering ring

(hn) Vietnamese police have arrested five individuals,
including a bank employee, in connection with a
money-laundering ring that funneled USD 1.2 billion of
criminal funds into the country.
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The operation, considered the largest of its kind in Da
Nang province, involved forging identification cards
and bank seals to establish 187 businesses and open
more than 600 corporate bank accounts. The accounts
were used to transfer and legalize money acquired
through fraud or gambling abroad. Authorities have
confiscated 122 fake seals and original copies of 40
business registration certificates as evidence.

This case follows the October conviction of property
tycoon Truong My Lan, who was jailed for life on
separate money laundering charges and previously
sentenced to death for a USD 27 billion fraud scheme.
[tuoi tre news]

Vietnam: Code of Conduct introduced to
protect children online

(Im) Vietnam’s Ministry of Information and
Communications has issued a Code of Conduct on
Child Protection in the Internet Environment. The code
applies to various groups, including parents, teachers,
internet users, media, content creators, platform
providers, and children themselves.

The code emphasizes compliance with Vietnamese
laws, respect for children’s rights, and collective
responsibility for reporting harmful content or
suspected abuse. It highlights the need for careful use
of children’s personal information and images,
promoting positive communication, and fostering
awareness of online risks.

For children, the code advocates for caution when
sharing information online, refraining from harmful
behaviors such as cyberbullying, and seeking adult
guidance when facing challenges. Parents, caregivers,
and teachers are encouraged to stay informed,
support children in navigating cyberspace safely, and
incorporate online safety education into daily
interactions. [Viet Nam News]

Vietnam: Social media user arrested for
posting distorted information about the
State

(hn/Im) A 45-year-old resident of Hanoi has been
arrested and charged for allegedly using her Facebook
and TikTok accounts to post distorted, defamatory,
and offensive content targeting government agencies
and leaders.
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According to Hanoi police, the accused frequently
shared videos with fabricated claims about medical
services at local hospitals and spread misinformation
about Decree 168/2024 on traffic violation penalties.
Her posts reportedly caused public concern and incited
opposition to the decree. She is now under
investigation under Article 331 of the Penal Code,
which addresses the abuse of democratic freedoms to
infringe upon the interests of the State, organizations,
and individuals. [Vnexpress, in Vietnamese]

Vietnam: Banks selling mortgaged assets
to recover bad debts

(Im) Banks in Vietnam are accelerating the sale of
mortgaged assets to recover bad debts, with such
debts expected to increase slightly in 2025. The rise in
bad debts follows the expiration of Circular
02/2023/TT-NHNN at the end of 2024, which previously
allowed banks to restructure debt repayment periods
for certain sectors. Major banks such as VietinBank,
Agribank, and BIDV have recently announced auctions
for properties and assets to offset outstanding loans.

Analysts report that while bad debts may rise, the
banking sector has taken sufficient measures to
stabilize these debts. Banks have reduced their
restructured debt balances to approximately VND 40
trillion (USD 1.58 billion), maintaining provisioning
ratios above 50 percent. The increase in bad debts is
expected to affect a few private banks more
significantly. [Viet Nam News]

Vietham: Market margin debt hits record-
high

(Im) As of the end of 2024, Vietnam's market margin
debt has reached an all-time high, reflecting significant
changes in the financial landscape.

Market margin debt refers to money borrowed by
investors from securities firms or brokers to finance
their stock market transactions. Typically, this involves
using stocks as collateral for the loans, allowing
investors to leverage their capital and trade larger
volumes of securities than they could with their own
funds. While it can amplify gains, it also heightens the
risk of losses, especially if the market experiences
downturns. An increase in margin debt suggests that
more investors are borrowing to invest, which can lead
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to higher volatility and potential liquidity risks in the
market.

The total outstanding loan balance across securities
companies amounted to approximately VND 245
trillion (USD 10 billion), a VND 13 trillion (USD 520
million) increase from the previous quarter. Of this,
VND 240 trillion (USD 9.6 billion) is margin debt,
marking a VND 17 trillion (USD 680 million) rise from
the previous quarter, and setting a new peak for the
Vietnamese stock market.

While the rise in margin debt indicates a shift towards
more leveraged trading, it has not necessarily been
accompanied by increased market activity. The overall
trading value on the HoSE (Ho Chi Minh City Stock
Exchange) has consistently declined, with trading
values dipping below VND 12 trillion (USD 480 million)
in late 2024 and continuing to fall in early 2025.

This increase in margin debt, particularly among larger
firms, has raised concerns about the growing role of
"banking" securities firms, resembling a form of
shadow banking, where stock collateral is increasingly
used for loans over other assets. [Viet Nam News]

Vietnam: Over 581,000 social housing
apartments under construction

(he) Vietnam is currently developing 645 social housing
projects, comprising 581,218 apartments, as part of
the government's ambitious plan to construct one
million units for low-income groups and industrial
workers by 2030. As of early 2025, 96 projects with
57,652 apartments have been completed, while over
9,756 hectares of land have been allocated across
provinces for future developments.

Despite these advancements, challenges persist due to
legal and regulatory hurdles and the slow
disbursement of a VND 120 trillion (USD 4.79 billion)
credit program intended to support the initiative. The
Ministry of Construction has set a goal of completing
100,000 apartments in 2025 and is urging local
authorities to streamline administrative procedures
and allocate additional land to meet the rising demand
for social housing. [Viet Nam News]

Vietnam: Officials to face accountability
for Long Thanh airport delays
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(nt) Vietnamese Prime Minister Pham Minh Chinh,
leading the State Steering Committee for national
transport projects, emphasized on January 25 that
higher-level officials must take responsibility and face
penalties for the delays in completing Vietnam's Long
Thanh International Airport project. This major
infrastructure initiative has seen progress hindered,
especially in its most critical component involving
essential works like runways and passenger terminals.

The Long Thanh project, Vietnam's largest airport,
comprises four components. While projects involving
state agency headquarters, flight management
infrastructure, and ground services are progressing,
the construction of essential works under component
project No. 3, valued at nearly USD 4 billion, has
completed only 36 percent of its workload.

In response, the Ministry of Transport has already
penalized officials linked to the delays but has been
directed to investigate higher-level accountability to
address the ongoing issues effectively.

Prime Minister Chinh called on agencies to intensify
their efforts to ensure the airport’'s completion within
this year, as mandated by the Party Central
Committee. To expedite progress, he recommended
engaging experienced subcontractors, including those
who previously worked on projects like Noi Bai and Tan
Son Nhat airports, and mobilizing additional resources,
such as police and military forces. He also set a
February 15 deadline for completing procedures for
constructing the second runway and directed
ministries to ensure that the connecting transport
infrastructure is substantially completed by 2025.

Dong Nai province was tasked with directly allocating
raw material mines to contractors, avoiding
intermediaries, in compliance with legal regulations.
The Ministries of Natural Resources and Environment,
Finance, and Planning and Investment were instructed
to coordinate efforts to address raw material supply
and funding issues. [Vietnam Plus]

Vietham: Deputy Prime Minister approves
USD 111 million industrial park project in
Bac Giang province

(hn) Vietnam's Deputy Prime Minister Tran Hong Ha
has approved the investment policy for the Song Mai-
Nghia Trung Industrial Park in Bac Giang Province. The
project, led by the Hanoi-Bac Giang Industrial
Infrastructure Investment Joint Stock Company, spans
197.1 hectares across Nghia Trung Commune, Song
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Mai Commune, and Da Mai Ward in Bac Giang City,
with a total investment of VND 2.8 trillion (USD 111
million).

The industrial park will operate for 50 years from the
date of land allocation, leasing, or usage conversion.
The Bac Giang Provincial People’'s Committee, tasked
with overseeing the project, must ensure adherence to
the province's 2021-30 land use and zoning plans,
while aligning with Vietnam's vision for 2050. The
project must begin within 30 months of land allocation
or leasing to stay on schedule. [Viet Nam News]

Vietham: Measures taken to tighten cross-
border e-commerce

(nt) Vietnam's E-commerce and Digital Economy
Agency, under the Ministry of Industry and Trade
(MolT), is intensifying efforts to enhance the
management of cross-border e-commerce platforms.
Key measures include drafting a new e-commerce law
and promoting sustainable e-commerce practices.

The proposed law will require foreign businesses
engaging in cross-border e-commerce in Vietnam to
obtain licenses, establish representative offices, or
appoint legal entities within Vietnam as authorized
representatives. These representatives will be
responsible for protecting consumer rights and
ensuring compliance with local regulations.

The draft law further stipulates that foreign sellers
must meet Vietnamese standards and technical
requirements for their goods and services. It will also
introduce a list of permissible goods for import
through e-commerce, aiming to ensure better
oversight of foreign e-commerce entities and their
operations.

Vietnam'’s e-commerce sector has shown robust
growth, with annual rates of 18-25 percent. The market
size reached USD 25 billion in 2024, marking a 20
percent year-on-year increase and accounting for
about 9 percent of national retail sales.

Cross-border e-commerce has also thrived, allowing
Vietnamese consumers greater access to international
products and enabling small- and medium-sized
enterprises (SMEs) to expand exports. According to
Amazon Global Selling Vietnam, exports of Vietnamese
products through cross-border e-commerce grew 50
percent in value and 40 percent in the number of
participating sellers in 2024. [Vietnam Plus]
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Vietnam: Electronics industry booms in
2024 with record export turnover

(nt) Vietnam's electronics sector achieved significant
growth in 2024, with an export turnover of USD 126.5
billion, accounting for one-third of the nation's total
export value. Exports of electronics and components
rose to USD 72.56 billion, a 27 percent increase year-
on-year, while phones and components contributed
USD 53.9 billion. Major importers included the United
States, Europe, China, and South Korea, with exports
to Europe and America surpassing USD 56.9 billion.

Despite this remarkable growth, domestic electronics
firms face challenges, including limited capital,
outdated technology, and a focus on processing and
assembly rather than high-value activities like design
and research. In light of this, experts emphasized the
importance of sustainable practices, diversifying
supply chains, and integrating advanced technologies
like artificial intelligence and automation.

The Ministry of Industry and Trade plans to bolster the
domestic electronics market in 2025 through defense
taxes, technical barriers, and stricter actions against
trade fraud and smuggling. Vietnam's strategic location
and access to ASEAN and global markets through free
trade agreements remain critical drivers of the
industry's growth. [Viet Nam News]

Vietnam: National Cybersecurity Incident
Response Alliance launched to bolster
digital security

(hn) Vietnam has officially launched the National
Cybersecurity Incident Response Alliance to address
and mitigate cybersecurity incidents across
government agencies, local authorities, key economic
sectors, and enterprises.

Spearheaded by the Ministry of Public Security's
Department of Cybersecurity and Hi-Tech Crimes, the
alliance includes specialized units such as the Ministry
of National Defense's Command 86, which is
responsible for safeguarding Vietnam's military and
defense digital infrastructure, and the Ministry of
Information and Communications' Authority of
Information Security, alongside nine private
cybersecurity firms. [tuoi tre news]


https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-sjikkjl-l-tdl/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-sjikkjl-l-tdr/

Vietnam: National database aids in crime
prevention with over 2,000 arrests

(he) Since its launch in July 2021, Vietnam's National
Database on Population and Citizen Identity Cards has
supported the arrest of 2,034 wanted individuals
nationwide. The database, managed by the Police
Department for Administrative Management of Social
Order (C06), has also facilitated over 1.6 billion
information queries, significantly streamlining
administrative procedures and saving VND 500 billion
(USD 19.83 million) in costs for citizens and
government agencies.

The system is part of Project 06/CP, an initiative
launched in January 2022 to promote digital
transformation and modernize governance in Vietnam.
Project 06/CP focuses on building a comprehensive
digital ecosystem, enhancing state management
efficiency, and improving public services by leveraging
a unified national database on population and identity.

Colonel Vu Van Tan, C06's deputy director, highlighted
plans for further digital transformation, including
establishing National Data Centre No. 1 and
introducing technological tools such as digital
platforms for asset auctions and a national charity
platform to enhance transparency and cost-
effectiveness. [Viet Nam News]

International Relations,
Geopolitics and Security
in Asia

Quad meeting signals renewed US focus
on Indo-Pacific under second Trump
presidency
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(Im) U.S. Secretary of State Marco Rubio commenced
his tenure with a clear focus on countering China’s
growing influence, hosting his counterparts from the
Quad nations—India, Japan, and Australia—on his first
day in office.

The Quad, originally established in 2007 following the
Indian Ocean tsunami, has evolved into a key
framework for addressing regional security and
economic concerns, particularly in response to China's
increasing assertiveness.

At the meeting, the Quad nations pledged to
strengthen cooperation in maritime security, economic
resilience, and critical technology, with a focus on
countering threats to regional stability. Rubio, a known
China hawk, emphasized the US commitment to
advancing its national interests and fostering strong
alliances. In his confirmation hearing, he labeled China
as the most significant adversary the US has ever
faced, criticizing its human rights record, territorial
claims, and trade practices. His hardline stance was
echoed in the meeting, where Quad members
highlighted the importance of maintaining democratic
values and sovereignty across the Indo-Pacific.

Japan raised concerns about North Korea's nuclear
program and its abductions of Japanese nationals,
while Australia sought assurances regarding the
AUKUS defense pact, which involves a trilateral security
agreement between Australia, the United Kingdom,
and the United States. Signed in 2021, AUKUS focuses
on equipping Australia with nuclear-powered
submarines and fostering advanced defense
capabilities, including artificial intelligence and
hypersonic weapons, to bolster regional security and
counter potential threats from China.

Meanwhile, India reiterated the Quad’'s importance in
promoting regional stability and highlighted its shared
vision for upholding international law and open
navigation.

Analysts view the meeting as a signal that the US is
doubling down on its regional alliances to
counterbalance China's influence. While Trump's
administration has been criticized for perceived
isolationist tendencies, the Quad's renewed activity
suggests a commitment to multilateral frameworks
and collective security in the region.

China, however, has criticized the Quad as a “Cold War
construct,” arguing that it fuels regional tensions and
military competition. [Associated Press] [euronews]
[Reuters] [Voice of America]
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China bans livestock product imports
from several countries

(wy) China has banned livestock product imports from
several countries due to concerns over disease
outbreaks.

Following an announcement by the World Health
Organization (WHO) regarding the spread of livestock
diseases—including sheep pox, goat pox, and foot-
and-mouth disease—in multiple countries, China has
imposed restrictions on imports from parts of Africa,
Asia, and Europe. The ban applies to both processed
and unprocessed livestock products, including sheep,
goats, poultry, and even-toed ungulates.

Under the new restrictions, China has prohibited the
import of sheep, goats, and related products from
Palestine, Pakistan, Afghanistan, Nepal, and
Bangladesh. Additionally, the import of even-toed
ungulates and associated products from Germany has
been banned. Other affected countries include Ghana,
Somalia, Qatar, the Democratic Republic of the Congo
(DRCQ), Nigeria, Tanzania, Egypt, Bulgaria, East Timor,
and Eritrea. [Reuters]

Chinese companies take legal action over
‘unfair’ EU tariffs

(dh) Three of China’s largest car manufacturers - BYD,
Geely, and SAIC - are taking legal action against the
European Commission over tariffs imposed on electric
vehicle (EV) imports. The companies, joined by a
Chinese trade group, have filed cases with the EU's
General Court in Luxembourg, arguing that the tariffs
are unfair. The legal challenge questions the
classification of certain subsidies, the methods used to
calculate them, and the conclusion that these
subsidies harm the European market.

The tariffs, introduced in October 2024 (see AiR No. 45,
November/2024, 1), were aimed at countering what
the EU described as unfairly low prices for Chinese EVs
caused by government subsidies. These duties range
from 17 percent to 35.3 percent for Chinese
manufacturers, while Tesla reached an agreement with
the EU keeping tariffs at a much lower rate of 7.8
percent. Nevertheless, Tesla is also set join the three
Chinese companies in a lawsuit over electric vehicle
duties. The tariffs are set to last five years. [Politico]
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The Chinese companies are also disputing how they
were selected as part of a sample used to calculate
average duties applied to other exporters. The China
Chamber of Commerce for Import and Export of
Machinery and Electronic Products, which also filed a
case, criticized the tariffs and called for expedited
negotiations to resolve the dispute, emphasizing the
importance of free trade and affordable EVs.

The EU has defended the tariffs, stating that the
commission is prepared to justify its decisions in court.
Previous negotiations to settle the issue have stalled,
with disagreements over whether to establish a fixed
minimum price for Chinese EVs or adopt a more
flexible pricing approach. [SCMP]

Despite the tariffs, Chinese EV exports to Europe
rebounded in December, growing 8.3 percent year-on-
year after a temporary decline. [AA]

The dispute has further strained EU-China trade
relations, with China imposing its own retaliatory tariffs
on European goods such as brandy and investigating
other sectors like dairy and pork (see AiR No. 42,
October/2024, 3, AiR No. 48, November/2024, 4).

Chinese company investigated by
government of Panama over U.S.
President Trump’s Panama Canal remarks

(wy) Panama has launched an official investigation into
Panama Ports Company, a Hong Kong-based port
operator owned by business tycoon Li Ka-shing and his
conglomerate, Cheung Kong Hutchison Holdings
Limited. The investigation follows U.S. President
Donald Trump's declaration to "take back the Panama
Canal," during his inauguration speech, accusing
Panamanian authorities of breaching their
commitments to the United States by granting
operational rights to the Panama Canal to China. [The
White House] [X, in Spanish]

Trump's claim that the canal is under Chinese control
stems from the growing presence of Chinese
companies near the waterway. China accounted for
21.4 percent of the cargo volume in the Panama Canal
from October 2023 to September 2024, making it as
the second-largest user after the U.S. [BBC]

In response, the Panamanian government launched
audits of the Panama Ports Company and filed a
formal complaint with the United Nations regarding
Trump's remarks about the canal's ownership. In a
letter to UN Secretary-General Anténio Guterres,
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Panamanian authorities suggested that the U.S.
intended to threaten or use force against Panama'’s
territorial integrity and political independence, an act
they claimed violated UN principles. Panamanian
President José Raul Mulino also firmly denied any
Chinese involvement in the canal's management.
[MSN] [France 24]

Amid these developments, Panama Ports Company
issued a statement affirming its cooperation with
Panamanian authorities and pledging transparency
during the investigation. The company also
emphasized its significant contributions to
Panamanian society and the economy since beginning
operations near the canal. [Mingpao, in Chinese]

Meanwhile, Beijing denied any involvement in the
Panama Canal's operations and called on the U.S. to
respect Panama’s sovereignty and the canal’s status as
a "permanently neutral international waterway."
[Ministry of Foreign Affairs, China, in Chinese]

The Panama Canal, a 51-mile (82-km) waterway,
traverses the Central American isthmus, linking the
Atlantic and Pacific Oceans. After France's failed
attempt to construct the canal, the United States took
over the project, completing and managing it until
1977, when President Jimmy Carter approved its
transfer to Panamanian control. Today, the canal
facilitates the transit of approximately 14,000 ships
annually, serving as a critical trade shortcut.

Japan: Prime Minister Ishiba considers
statement on World War Il anniversary

(adi) Prime Minister Shigeru Ishiba announced that his
administration is deliberating on whether to issue a
statement marking the 80th anniversary of Japan's
surrender in World War II. The decision, still under
consideration, has sparked contrasting views within
the ruling coalition consisting of Ishiba’s Liberal
Democratic Party (LDP) and Komeito.

Conservative members of the LDP voiced reservations
about issuing such a statement, arguing that it could
reignite historical controversies. In contrast, Komeito,
the LDP's junior coalition partner, has advocated for a
message reaffirming Japan’s commitment to pacifism
and addressing its wartime history responsibly. Chief
Cabinet Secretary Yoshimasa Hayashi stated that no
decision has yet been made on whether the
government will proceed with the statement.
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Japan's approach to commemorating key wartime
anniversaries has often drawn both domestic and
international scrutiny. The most recent example came
in 2015, when then-Prime Minister Shinzo Abe issued a
statement for the 70th anniversary. While expressing
remorse and highlighting Japan’s contributions to
peace since the war, the statement faced criticism
from neighboring nations such as China and South
Korea, which have long called for clearer
acknowledgment of Japan's wartime actions.

The potential statement is expected to carry significant
diplomatic weight, as it could influence Japan'’s
relations with countries that were affected by its
wartime conduct. Analysts suggest that Ishiba’s
decision will need to balance domestic political
considerations with the international impact of such a
statement on regional stability and reconciliation.
Japan Times]

Japan: Prime Minister Ishiba expected to
skip Nuclear Ban Treaty meeting

(adi) Japanese Prime Minister Shigeru Ishiba is unlikely
to attend the upcoming United Nations Treaty on the
Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons (TPNW) meeting in
March in New York. Only lawmakers from Japan's
ruling coalition consisting of the Liberal Democratic
Party and Komeito may attend the convention,
according to government sources. This decision is
consistent with Japan's longstanding policy of not
signing the treaty, citing its reliance on the U.S. nuclear
umbrella for national security.

The TPNW, which came into force in January 2021, is
aimed at the total elimination of nuclear weapons.
While over 90 nations have signed the treaty, including
many nuclear-free states, nuclear-armed nations and
their allies, such as Japan, have largely abstained.
Japan, despite being the only nation to have suffered
atomic bombings, has justified its stance by
emphasizing the need for a realistic approach to
disarmament, particularly given the current
geopolitical tensions involving North Korea, China, and
Russia.

The decision has drawn significant criticism from anti-
nuclear advocates and hibakusha (atomic bomb
survivors), who see participation in the meeting as a
moral obligation and a critical opportunity for Japan to
lead global nuclear disarmament efforts. Survivors
have urged the government to take a stronger position
against nuclear weapons, reflecting Japan’'s unique
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historical experience and its role in promoting peace
(see AIR No. 2, January/2025, 2).

In response, government officials have underscored
the importance of balancing idealism with pragmatic
considerations, highlighting Japan's role as a bridge
between nuclear and non-nuclear states. They argue
that participating in initiatives such as the Non-
Proliferation Treaty (NPT) review conferences is a more
effective pathway for incremental progress toward
disarmament. [Kyodo News]

This development comes amid rising tensions in the
Indo-Pacific region, with Japan seeking to bolster its
national defense capabilities and deepen its alliance
with the United States. U.S. President Donald Trump
last week called North Korea a “nuclear power,”
prompting concerns over the U.S. possibly moving
toward recognizing North Korea as a nuclear-armed
state. [NBC News]

Mongolia advances renewable energy
partnerships at World Economic Forum'’s
annual meeting

(fs) At World Economic Forum’s annual meeting in
Davos, Switzerland, last week, Deputy Prime Minister
Togmid Dorjkhand of Mongolia engaged with
international representatives to enhance energy sector
collaboration. Discussions focused on advancing
Mongolia's renewable energy goals and fostering
foreign investment.

Mongolia, EBRD to advance renewable energy initiatives

Mongolia's Deputy Prime Minister Togmid Dorjkhand
and European Bank for Reconstruction and
Development (EBRD) First Vice President Jurgen
Rigterink signed a memorandum of understanding to
enhance cooperation on renewable energy
development and climate goals.

The EBRD committed to supporting the construction of
a solar power plant with a capacity of up to 300
megawatts, including the necessary transmission
infrastructure, with an expected completion by 2028.

The agreement includes joint efforts on feasibility
studies and environmental assessments for small to
medium-scale hydropower plants, as well as the
formulation of a renewable energy strategy. The two
parties will also collaborate on developing a low-
carbon roadmap for Mongolia's energy sector and
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implementing projects aligned with the roadmap’s
objectives.

Saudi Arabia explores green energy investments in
Mongolia

Dorjkhand met with Saudi Arabia’s Minister of
Investment Khalid Al-Falih to explore green energy
cooperation, building on Prime Minister Oyun-Erdene’s
December 2024 visit to Saudi Arabia.

The dialogue included Mongolia's 14 mega projects
and emphasized the need for an intergovernmental
agreement on renewable energy collaboration. Al-Falih
expressed strong interest in investing in Mongolia's
energy sector.

UAE proposes joint economic committee and to
strengthen energy ties

UAE Minister of Cabinet Affairs Mohammad Abdullah
Al Gergawi proposed accelerating renewable energy
cooperation initiated during Prime Minister Oyun-
Erdene’s UAE visit in December 2024 (see Asia in
Review No. 50, December/2024, 2).

Talks included drafting a Memorandum of
Understanding (MoU) with the UAE Ministry of Energy
and MADSAR, a leading renewable energy company. Al
Gergawi also proposed forming a Joint Economic
Committee.

Mongolia partners with Envision group for energy storage
and exports

Mongolia's National Committee on Energy signed an
MoU with China’s Envision Group to construct a 500-
megawatt battery energy storage station, export

renewable energy, and create green jobs, supporting
Mongolia's Vision 2050 and the New Recovery Policy.

Envision is also finalizing a 50 MW energy storage
facility in Ulaanbaatar, enhancing energy stability.
[Bloomberg TV] [Montsame]

Mongolia partners with World Economic Forum on Al-
driven strategic intelligence platform

The Government of Mongolia and the World Economic
Forum (WEF) signed a cooperation agreement to
implement an Al-based Strategic Intelligence Platform.
The agreement was signed by Deputy Prime Minister
of Mongolia Dorjkhand Togmid and WEF Managing
Director Olivier Schwab during the Forum's annual
meeting themed Collaboration for the Intelligent Age.
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The platform aims to enhance Mongolia's medium and
long-term development policies by analyzing global
changes, responding effectively, and improving
strategic decision-making. It integrates artificial
intelligence, human resources, and green transition
goals into the country's development strategies. As
part of the platform, Mongolia gains access to a wealth
of resources, including over 400 articles from
international think tanks and 4,000 research works,
enabling comprehensive analysis of economic and
industrial conditions and forecasting trends.

Developed by WEF over a decade, this platform is
expected to improve government strategies, boost
public sector productivity, and support informed
decision-making. Mongolia is the second country to
adopt this initiative after the United Arab Emirates.
[Montsame] [Middle East Al News]

North Korea accuses US of escalating risk
of “thermonuclear war”

(mc) North Korea has accused the United States of
increasing the risk of “thermonuclear war” through
military actions on the Korean Peninsula and reiterated
its refusal to give up nuclear weapons. At a meeting of
the Conference on Disarmament in Geneva on January
22, North Korean Ambassador Jo Chol Su criticized the
US-South Korean military exercises and the
deployment of US strategic bombers, calling them
provocations that threaten regional peace.

Jo condemned the US's so-called reconnaissance
activities and the so-called nuclear war simulation,
warning that North Korea will fully exercise its right to
self-defense to deter perceived threats. North Korea's
statement drew sharp criticism from other
representatives at the conference. The European
Union, Turkey and Canada called on North Korea to
comply with the Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty (NPT)
and halt its weapons of mass destruction programs.

South Korea noted Pyongyang's growing military ties
with Russia, saying it had sent more than 11,000
troops to support Moscow's war in Ukraine and
received air defense systems in return. Referring to the
capture of two North Korean soldiers in Ukraine, South
Korean diplomat Kim ll-hoon emphasized that North
Korea has violated numerous UN Security Council
resolutions.

Kim also criticized Russia for blocking UN measures
addressing North Korea's actions, including the
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dissolution of the Panel of Experts of the 1718
Committee.

The session followed statements by US President
Donald Trump and his administration signaling a
potential policy shift. Trump referred to Kim Jong Un as
the leader of a “nuclear power”, while Secretary of
State nominee Peter Hesgeth labelled North Korea a
“nuclear state” ahead of his confirmation hearing. [NBC
News] [Maeil Business Newspaper]

The US has historically refused to recognize North
Korea's nuclear status under the NPT, which limits the
possession of nuclear weapons to the five permanent
members of the UN Security Council. [NK News]

Dutch military troops join UN Command
in South Korea

(mc) The Netherlands has deployed military personnel
to South Korea's US-led United Nations Command
(UNCQ) for the first time in seven decades. The move
comes at a time heightened tensions with North Korea.

The three-member Dutch team, consisting of
Lieutenant Colonel Caroline Burger, Major Ekrem
Karadeniz and Major Johan Westdorp, began their
duties at the UNC headquarters on January 6.
According to the UNC, their mission focuses on gender
policy, logistics and communication strategy.

The deployment follows the rotation plan outlined by
Dutch Defense Minister Ruben Brekelmans in October
and will run until the end of 2026. Brekelmans
underlined the growing link between European and
regional security, emphasizing the importance of
maintaining the 1953 Korean War armistice and
strengthening international law in the Indo-Pacific.

The UNC, established in 1950 to support South Korea
during the Korean War, is composed of personnel from
22 countries, including the United States, Australia and
the United Kingdom. During the war, the Netherlands
contributed both naval and ground forces, with 120
service members killed and 645 wounded.

Currently, 11 countries provide rotational personnel to
the UNC headquarters, which is staffed by more than
200 personnel. Germany, which provided medical
assistance from 1954 to 1959, officially joined the UNC
in August 2024, marking the command's first
expansion in over a decade. [Yonhap News Agency]



https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-sjikkjl-l-tul/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-sjikkjl-l-tul/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-sjikkjl-l-tur/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-sjikkjl-l-tuy/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-sjikkjl-l-tuj/

WTO pledges support for Bangladesh’s
smooth LDC graduation and supply chain
shifts

(vk) World Trade Organization (WTO) Director General
Dr. Ngozi Okonjo-lweala has assured Bangladesh of
the WTO's full support for a smooth transition from
the Least Developed Country (LDC) category,
emphasizing efforts to attract global supply chains to
the nation. The remarks came during a meeting with
Bangladesh’s de facto leader, Chief Adviser
Muhammad Yunus, on the sidelines of the World
Economic Forum in Davos, Switzerland.

Yunus highlighted efforts to combat corruption,
improve infrastructure, and attract foreign investment.
Dr. Ngozi praised Bangladesh'’s stability under the
interim government and encouraged ratification of the
WTO's fisheries subsidy agreement, signaling further
collaboration to enhance Bangladesh's global trade
standing. [Bss News]

Pakistan's intelligence agency sends
delegation to Bangladesh in recent
rapprochement

(Im) In a notable development, Pakistan's intelligence
agency, the Inter-Services Intelligence (IS), has
dispatched a high-level delegation to Bangladesh,
marking the first such official visit in nearly two
decades. The delegation, led by Major General Shahid
Amir Afsar, ISI's Director General of Analysis and a
former defense attaché in China, was received by a
senior official from Bangladesh's Directorate General
of Forces Intelligence (DGFI) upon arrival. This visit
follows a recent trip by a Bangladeshi military
delegation to Rawalpindi, where they held extensive
talks with Pakistan’s military leadership, including Army
Chief General Asim Munir.

The visits have raised concerns in New Delhi, with India
closely monitoring the developments. The Ministry of
External Affairs emphasized its vigilance regarding
regional activities affecting national security, hinting at
potential "appropriate action" if necessary.

The renewed military engagement between
Bangladesh and Pakistan has prompted speculation
about shifting alliances in the region. Under the
leadership of now-ousted Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina, Bangladesh had curtailed ISI activities and
cracked down on its support for extremist groups and
interference in the country. However, under the
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interim government led by Muhammad Yunus, military
ties with Pakistan have accelerated. This includes
discussions about defense collaboration and Pakistan’s
use of Bangladeshi soil in the past to fund insurgencies
in India’s northeastern states.

The ISI delegation is reportedly touring military
establishments in Bangladesh and receiving briefings
on the country's defense capabilities. A statement from
Pakistan's military highlighted the importance of
strengthening defense relations and building a resilient
partnership between the "brotherly nations."

This deepening engagement comes against the
backdrop of heightened regional sensitivities, with
India expressing concerns about Pakistan'’s historical
use of ISI to destabilize its neighbors and its ongoing
attempts to reassert influence in Bangladesh. [NDTV]

EU keen to deepen ties with India amid
global recalibrations

(hjn/wyn/Im) India and the European Union (EU) are
intensifying their strategic partnership, with European
Commission President Ursula von der Leyen
announcing her first official trip of her new term to
India. This visit underscores the EU's intention to
strengthen ties with the world's largest democracy as
part of a broader strategy to recalibrate global
partnerships. Von der Leyen’s remarks at the World
Economic Forum in Davos highlighted Europe’s shift
towards engaging with India and China, presenting
them as alternatives to a less cooperative United
States under Donald Trump’s administration.

Von der Leyen emphasized Europe’s focus on fostering
mutual benefits, particularly in clean energy, digital
infrastructure, and sustainability, while distinguishing
the EU's transparent approach from geopolitical
players with “hidden strings attached.” This approach
reflects Europe’s need to secure raw materials and
expand influence in a changing global landscape.

Negotiations on a Free Trade Agreement (FTA)
between India and the EU have been reactivated, with
talks set for March 2025. Both sides aim to strengthen
economic ties while addressing shared geopolitical
concerns, including China’s growing influence and the
Russian invasion of Ukraine. The EU-India Trade and
Technology Council (TTC) and new Strategic Agenda on
India further signal Europe’s commitment to
deepening collaboration. [POLITICO] [EurActiv]
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India’s inclusion as an observer in Europe’s Eurodrone
Program also highlights its growing defense ties with
the continent. This aligns with India’s broader
engagement with global defense initiatives to enhance
its technological and strategic capabilities. [Defence
Industry Europe]

Despite progress in strategic collaboration, significant
hurdles remain, particularly in aligning trade policies
and navigating the EU's proposed Carbon Border
Adjustment Mechanism (CBAM). The CBAM, set to take
effect in January 2026, would impose tariffs ranging
from 20 to 35 percent on high-carbon imports such as
steel, aluminum, and cement. India has rejected the
measure, with Economic Affairs Secretary Ajay Seth
calling it impractical for a developing economy, as it
would strain domestic production costs.

India has argued that the CBAM contradicts the flexible
emissions-cutting targets outlined in the 2015 Paris
Agreement, which recognized the unique challenges
faced by developing nations. While India has reduced
its carbon intensity by 3.5 percent since 2018 and
expanded its renewable energy capacity to 180
gigawatts, the financial and logistical demands of
producing exclusively green exports for the EU market
remain daunting.

The CBAM has also raised concerns about the broader
implications for India-EU trade, valued at nearly USD
100 billion in 2023. Analysts caution that CBAM tariffs
on Indian goods, combined with duty-free access for
EU imports under an FTA, could exacerbate trade
imbalances and complicate negotiations. [Reuters 1]

Agriculture remains another contentious issue in FTA
talks, as stark differences between the EU’s highly
subsidized farming sector and India’s fragmented
smallholder farming industry present significant
challenges. German Economy Minister Robert Habeck
has proposed focusing on the industrial sector, which
offers more common ground, as a way to advance
negotiations. However, the agricultural disparities
highlight the complexities of aligning trade priorities
across diverse sectors. [Reuters 2]

India navigates Russian crude purchases
despite US sanctions

(Im) India’s Minister of Petroleum and Natural Gas
Hardeep Singh Puri recently reaffirmed that New Delhi
will continue purchasing Russian crude oil if it is
available at discounted rates. This aligns with Prime
Minister Narendra Modi's vision to provide affordable,
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round-the-clock energy alongside advancing green
energy initiatives. Russian oil imports surged from less
than 0.2 percent in early 2022 to 30 percent currently.
Puri emphasized that India prioritizes economically
priced energy regardless of its origin, facilitated
through spot deals and tenders denominated primarily
in US dollars, with some local currency arrangements
explored. [Business Standard]

However, India's reliance on Russian crude faces
challenges from recent US sanctions targeting Russian
oil companies and the "shadow fleet" of tankers. These
sanctions, announced on January 10, have led Indian
banks, particularly state-owned institutions like State
Bank of India and Punjab National Bank, to block
payments for Russian crude to avoid violating US
regulations. Private banks have taken a more flexible
approach. Notably, India became the world's largest
importer of Russian oil following Western sanctions on
Moscow, accounting for nearly half of all Russian
seaborne crude exports in 2024.

To address potential supply disruptions, Indian
refineries have started securing alternative crude
sources from Oman and the United Arab Emirates.
Sanctioned Russian tankers loaded before January 10
are permitted to unload in Indian ports until a US grace
period ends on March 12, after which further entry will
be restricted.

Despite the sanctions, India's refining capacity
continues to expand, with plans to increase from 270
million metric tons per annum to 310 million metric
tons. Additionally, the Ratnagiri Refinery project is
being reconsidered for downsizing into smaller units,
with discussions involving Saudi Aramco and Abu
Dhabi National Oil Company. [The Kyiv Independent]

Nepal to host inaugural flagship
Sagarmatha Sambad forum with focus on
climate change and mountains

(Im) Nepal will host the first Sagarmatha Sambad from
May 16-18, resuming the multi-stakeholder forum
originally planned for 2020 but delayed due to the
COVID-19 pandemic. Sagarmatha Sambad, named
after Mount Everest (Sagarmatha in Nepali), is Nepal's
flagship dialogue platform aimed at fostering
discussions on global, regional, and national issues,
particularly those affecting mountainous countries.

The inaugural dialogue will focus on the theme,
“Climate Change, Mountains, and the Future of
Humanity.” It aims to address critical issues such as
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climate change, climate justice, and the impact of
global warming on mountain ecosystems. Prime
Minister KP Sharma Oli officially announced the event's
resumption, emphasizing Nepal's leadership among
mountainous nations in advocating for climate action.

The forum, inspired by platforms like the World
Economic Forum and the Shangri-La Dialogue, will
bring together heads of state, government officials,
and climate change stakeholders. Nepal's past
initiatives include hosting a Cabinet meeting at Kala
Patthar near Mount Everest in 2009 to highlight the
impact of climate change and inviting UN Secretary-
General Antonio Guterres in 2023 to witness the
effects of global warming in Nepal's mountain regions.
[The Kathmandu Post]

Nepal's home minister seeks ADB support
for infrastructure and trade projects

(Im) Nepal's Home Minister Ramesh Lekhak met with
Arnaud Cauchois, the Asian Development Bank's (ADB)
country director for Nepal, to discuss collaboration on
ongoing and future infrastructure and regional
development projects. The meeting emphasized the
importance of modernizing critical infrastructure to
boost trade and regional connectivity.

Lekhak highlighted key initiatives requiring ADB's
support, including upgrading the Gaddachauki-
Kohalpur segment of the East-West Highway,
constructing the Mahakali Corridor to enhance trade,
and improving the Godawari-Dadeldhura Road in
Kailali. He also urged ADB to assist in developing a
model dry port at Dodhara Chandani, alongside
supporting Sudurpashchim'’s urban development and
religious tourism infrastructure.

The minister further emphasized implementing ADB's
survey report on Sudurpashchim’s tourism
development conducted last year. In response,
Cauchois assured that ADB would review these
proposals with its higher authorities and explore ways
to provide necessary support for the projects. [The
Kathmandu Post]

Nepal to expand consular services with
new offices in Dallas, San Francisco, and
Dubai
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(Im) Nepal has announced plans to open three new
Consulate General offices in Dallas, San Francisco
(both United States), and Dubai (United Arab Emirates)
to enhance consular services for its diaspora
communities. Additionally, existing consulate offices in
New York (United States) and Jeddah (Saudi Arabia) will
be upgraded, with leadership roles elevated to joint
secretaries of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs. This
expansion follows a government decision to allocate
NPR 850 million (USD 6.3 million) for staffing and
operational costs for the new and upgraded offices.

The decision addresses long-standing demands from
Nepali communities in the United States and the UAE
for easier access to services such as passport
renewals, document attestations, and consular
assistance. Currently, Nepalis in Texas and California
must rely on the consulate in New York or the embassy
in Washington, D.C., which has caused inconvenience,
particularly for the estimated 100,000 Nepalis in
California and the growing diaspora in Texas.

Similarly, the establishment of a consulate in Dubai
aims to reduce the workload of the Nepali Embassy in
Abu Dhabi and better serve the approximately 600,000
Nepali nationals living and working in the UAE. The
UAE is a significant destination for Nepali migrant
workers, with over 20,000 new workers arriving each
month and contributing to the UAE's construction,
hospitality, and service sectors. The UAE is Nepal's
fourth-largest source of remittance income.

This expansion brings Nepal's total number of
consulate offices to 10, reflecting the government's
commitment to improving consular services and
addressing the needs of its growing diaspora. [The
Kathmandu Post]

UNDP mine removing project changes
lives of 1.2M citizens

(mfr) The “Mine Clearance for Results” project,
launched in 2006, has cleared 384 square kilometers of
mine-contaminated land in Cambodia, benefiting over
1.2 million people. This was reported at the 2024 End-
of-Year Clearing for Results Project Board Meeting,
organized by the Cambodian Mine Action and Victim
Assistance Authority (CMAA) and the United Nations
Development Program (UNDP) on January 23.

Senior Minister Ly Thuch, CMAA first vice-president,
announced that from 1992 to 2024, Cambodia had
cleared 3,297 square kilometers of land contaminated
with mines and explosive remnants of war, including
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cluster munitions. The reclaimed land has been utilized
for agriculture, housing, infrastructure, and socio-
economic development. Thuch thanked donors,
including Australia, South Korea, and New Zealand, for
their contributions to mine clearance and victim
assistance efforts.

UNDP resident representative Alissar Chaker

reiterated the organization’s commitment to
Cambodia, confirming over USD 6 million in funding for
mine clearance in 2025. [The Phnom Penh Post]

Indonesia takes part in Diplomacy
Dialogue on Myanmar at World Economic
Forum’s annual meeting

(gk) Minister of Foreign Affairs Sugiono pushed for
resolution of Myanmar humanitarian crisis and
promoted the idea of an inclusive national dialogue
involving all stakeholders, during the Diplomacy
Dialogue on Myanmar, organized on the sidelines of
the World Economic Forum (WEF) Annual Meeting in
Switzerland.

While expressing concerns over the ongoing conflict in
Myanmar that has been going on since 2021, Sugiono
affirmed Indonesia’s commitment to supporting the
creation of a safe and conducive space for dialogue. He
also referred to the joint commitment of ASEAN
Ministers for the implementation of the Five-Point
Consensus. [Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Indonesia 1, in
Indonesian]

In addition, Sugiono attended a panel discussion
themed “Navigating Asia’s Hotspot”, during which he
reaffirmed that Indonesia would implement a
constructive approach to foster cooperation and
collaboration with neighboring countries, countries in
the Asia Pacific region, and the global community.

He added that Indonesia’s membership to BRICS is an
effort to bridge the differences in interests of
developed and developing nations at various multi-
lateral forums. [Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Indonesia 2]

ASEAN's Secretary-General discusses
Myanmar issue with UN Special Envoy to
Myanmar

(hw) Secretary-General of Kao Kim Hourn met with UN
Special Envoy on Myanmar Julie Bishop on January 21
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to discuss Myanmar issue. They discussed the
necessity to enforce ASEAN's five-point consensus and
UN's critical role in providing humanitarian assistance
to Myanmar people, emphasizing the importance of
cooperation in achieving security and peace in
Myanmar.

Julie Bishop had served as Australian Minister of
Foreign Affairs before becoming Special Envoy. She
met with the junta’s leader Senior-Geneal Min Aung
Hlaing and foreign ministers from various countries.
Bishop had argued earlier that international
cooperation with Myanmar’s leadership is essential in
achieving peace in Myanmar. [BBC News, in Burmese]

Myanmar, China, Laos and Thailand hold
cooperation meeting on joint Mekong
patrols

(hw/dql) Officials from Laos, China, Myanmar, and
Thailand convened on January 22 in Bokeo Province,
Laos, for the 149th China-Laos-Myanmar-Thailand
cooperation meeting to discuss joint patrols along the
Mekong River. The discussions focused on enhancing
collaboration to combat illegal activities such as
smuggling, drug trafficking, and unauthorized border
crossings along this waterway.

The meeting reviewed ongoing efforts to improve
border security and foster unity and cooperation
among the four nations. It was agreed that the 150th
joint patrol would further strengthen coordination
among border defense forces, emphasizing peaceful,
cooperative, and development-oriented borders.
Regular updates on border control issues will also be
shared among the countries. [BBC News, in Burmese]
[The Nation]

Philippines suspends South China Sea
research after Chinese harassment

(elr) The Philippines has halted a scientific survey in the
South China Sea following what it described as
dangerous harassment by Chinese navy and coast
guard vessels. On January 24, three Chinese coast
guard ships, four smaller boats, and a navy helicopter
reportedly made aggressive maneuvers near two
Philippine Bureau of Fisheries vessels en route to
collect sand samples near Sandy Cay, close to the
Philippine-occupied Thitu Island in the disputed Spratly
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Islands. The helicopter hovered at an unsafe altitude,
creating hazardous conditions.

The incident prompted the Philippine Coast Guard and
fisheries agency to suspend the survey, citing safety
concerns. Despite escalating tensions, no accidents
occurred. China, which claims almost all of the South
China Sea, countered that it had intercepted the
Philippine vessels for allegedly attempting to illegally
land and conduct activities on Sandy Cay, which it
refers to as Tiexian Reef. Beijing reiterated its
"indisputable sovereignty" over the area, a claim
dismissed by a 2016 international arbitration ruling,
which China does not recognize. [Al Jazeera]
[ChannelNews Asia] [Reuters 1]

Separately, on January 26, a Philippine Coast Guard
(PCG) successfully deterred larger Chinese ships,
including the "monster ship" CCG-5901, near the
Zambales coastline from advancing closer to the
Philippines’ Exclusive Economic Zone. Chinese forces
also deployed Long Range Acoustic Devices (LRADs) to
intimidate Philippine vessels, marking the first
reported use of such devices in the region. [ABS-CBN
1] [ABS-CBN 2]

In a related development, the Philippines has launched
a 40-page comic book titled The Stories of Teacher Jun
to counter what it describes as China's disinformation
campaign regarding territorial claims in the South
China Sea. The comic, spearheaded by the Philippine
Coast Guard and national security officials, aims to
educate Filipinos, particularly young students, on
maritime zones, international laws, and their sovereign
rights. The book portrays China as an aggressor and
highlights incidents of harassment by Chinese forces.
[Associated Press] [ABC News] [Reuters 2]

Around 11,000 copies of the comic book have already
been distributed, with plans for further dissemination
to remote regions and potentially foreign audiences.
While Philippine officials see the initiative as a tool to
promote awareness and patriotism, China has
criticized the publication as "political manipulation”
and accused the Philippines of fostering anti-China
sentiment. Chinese experts argue that such measures
could strain bilateral relations and complicate future
negotiations. [Global Times]

Philippines to join largest military
exercise in southern hemisphere

(Im) The Philippines will participate for the first time in
Talisman Sabre 2025, the largest military exercise in
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the southern hemisphere, according to Moya Collett,
Australia’s acting ambassador to Manila. This marks a
significant step in enhancing the Philippines' defense
collaboration with strategic partners, including
Australia and the United States.

Talisman Sabre is a biennial, multi-national, and multi-
service exercise co-led by the Australian Defense Force
(ADF) and the United States military. It involves
thousands of troops and major assets such as
warships, fighters, bombers, helicopters, and artillery.
The exercise focuses on force preparation activities,
live-fire drills, amphibious landings, air combat,
maritime operations, and ground force maneuvers. Its
2025 iteration will take place across ADF training sites
in Queensland and the Coral Sea, with forces from 19
nations participating.

Scheduled for mid-July 2025, the event provides an
opportunity for participating nations to enhance
interoperability, share expertise, and strengthen
regional security. In addition to Talisman Sabre, Collett
highlighted the Philippines' engagement in other
defense collaborations, including Exercise ALON and
the U.S.-Philippines Balikatan exercises. [Manila Times]

Four killed, 12 injured in ambush during
UNDP mission on Philippines’ Basilan
island province

(an) Four people, including two soldiers, were killed,
and 12 others injured in an ambush on January 22 on
Basilan, the largest and northernmost of the major
islands of the Sulu Archipelago in the Philippines. The
attack occurred during a security operation by the
Philippine Army's 32nd Infantry Battalion, tasked with
safeguarding a United Nations Development
Programme (UNDP) mission in Barangay Lower
Cabengbeng. The UNDP team was conducting a
validation mission as part of Project Modelling
Livelihood Initiatives, coordinated through the Joint
Peace and Security Committee (JPSC).

According to the 101st Infantry Brigade, the ambush
was carried out by lawless elements led two individuals
known for their involvement in rido, or clan feuds, in
Basilan. Members of the Moro Islamic Liberation Front
(MILF), a former separatist group that signed a peace
agreement with the government in 2014 and now
participates in governing the Bangsamoro
Autonomous Region, allegedly supported the
attackers. This involvement raised concerns about the
MILF's role in fostering stability.
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Basilan is part of the broader Bangsamoro
Autonomous Region in Muslim Mindanao (BARMM),
which was established as part of the peace process
with the MILF. While the region has made progress
toward peace and stability, occasional violent
incidents, including clashes stemming from rido or
lawless elements, still pose challenges.

Officials, including Presidential Peace Adviser Carlito
Galvez Jr., condemned the attack and highlighted the
government's commitment to deploying peace
mechanisms to address tensions. These include the
Coordinating Committee on the Cessation of Hostilities
and the JPSC, which work to maintain the fragile peace
in Basilan and the broader Bangsamoro region. [ABS-
CBN]

Thailand signs FTA with four-nation
European Free Trade Association

(msz) Thailand has signed its first-ever Free Trade
Agreement (FTA) with the European Free Trade
Association (EFTA), comprising Iceland, Liechtenstein,
Norway, and Switzerland. Prime Minister Paetongtarn
Shinawatra attended the signing ceremony on January
23 in Davos, Switzerland. This agreement, nearly 20
years in the making, is seen as a significant step to
boost trade and investment in advanced technology,
artificial intelligence, data centers, and sustainable
development, alongside enhancing human capital
development and SME support.

Negotiated within three months under Prime Minister
Paetongtarn’'s administration, the FTA aims to
eliminate or reduce tariffs on industrial and seafood
products while facilitating trade through streamlined
procedures. Parliamentary approval and regulatory
adjustments are required, with implementation
expected within a year. Public hearings will also be
conducted by the Commerce Ministry before
parliamentary submission.

In 2024, bilateral trade between Thailand and EFTA
totaled USD 11.8 billion, accounting for 1.94 percent of
Thailand's global trade volume. Thailand's exports to
EFTA included gems, jewelry, watches, seafood
products, and electrical components, while imports
primarily consisted of medical products, machinery,
and scientific equipment. Switzerland remains
Thailand's 14th-largest trading partner.

The FTA is also aimed at diversifying Thailand's export
markets to mitigate risks from U.S. trade policies. The
Thai Ministry of Commerce has identified 29 product
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groups, including electronics, mobile phones, and solar
panels, that are vulnerable to U.S. tariffs under
President Donald Trump's administration.

The agreement is expected to enhance foreign
investment, which was valued at THB 1 trillion
(approximately USD 2.97 billion) in 2024. Commerce
Minister Pichai Naripthaphan forecasted that this deal
will pave the way for future FTAs with the European
Union and the UAE. [Khaosod English] [Nikkei Asia]

China, Thailand intensify efforts against
scam syndicates operating in Myanmar
and Cambodia

(Im) Thailand and China are enhancing joint efforts to
combat transnational scam networks operating along
Thailand's borders with Myanmar and Cambodia.

These criminal syndicates, often headquartered in
Myanmar's Myawaddy area, employ over 100,000
workers—many of whom are trafficked and subjected
to forced labor—to defraud victims through phone and
online scams. The issue has drawn international
attention, with the UN highlighting Southeast Asia's
border regions as major scam hubs since the COVID-19
pandemic.

Myanmar’s junta reported repatriating 55,000 foreign
nationals, including 53,000 Chinese workers, from
scam hubs between October 2023 and January 2025.
However, the scale of these operations underscores
the difficulty of fully addressing the issue. Liu Zhongyi
noted that scams originating from Myanmar have
harmed Thailand's tourism image, reducing the
number of Chinese visitors due to safety concerns.

Against this backdrop, Chinese Assistant Minister of
Public Security Liu Zhongyi recently met with Thailand's
Cyber Crime Investigation Bureau (CCIB) to coordinate
action against 36 major scam gangs. Liu urged Thai
authorities to expedite the arrest of gang leaders
residing in Thailand and to extradite 20 suspects
connected to high-profile cases, including the
abduction of Chinese actor Wang Xing. Wang was
recently rescued after being lured to Myanmar under
false pretenses. [Bangkok Post 1]

In response, Thailand and China have agreed to
establish joint anti-scam centers. A coordination center
will open at the Royal Thai Police headquarters in
Bangkok in February, with a parallel operation set up
by Chinese authorities in Mae Sot, Tak province, near
the Myawaddy border. These initiatives build on a
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trilateral agreement between Thailand, China, and
Myanmar reached in Kunming to dismantle telecom
fraud networks. The CCIB also proposed exchanging
intelligence and blocking financial transactions linked
to scam activities. [Bangkok Post 2]

Amid mounting public pressure, Thailand’'s House
Committee on State Security criticized the Interior
Ministry for not enforcing cabinet resolutions to cut
electricity supplies to scam hubs in Myanmar.
Concerns have arisen that Thailand's electricity exports
to Myanmar indirectly support these operations.
However, the Provincial Electricity Authority (PEA) has
denied these claims, stating that all electricity supplied
to Myanmar adheres to strict protocols and is closely
monitored. The PEA clarified that it has suspended
power supply to certain areas in Myanmar when
contractual violations or unpaid bills occurred.
[Bangkok Post 3] [Bangkok Post 4]

Despite these measures, critics argue that more
decisive action is needed to sever the resources
enabling scam operations. Deputy Prime Minister
Phumtham Wechayachai emphasized the
transnational nature of the issue and rejected
Myanmar's claims that Thailand bears partial
responsibility for the proliferation of scam hubs. He
reiterated the need for sustained collaboration
between Thailand, Myanmar, and China to dismantle
these networks. [Bangkok Post 2]

Thailand faces mounting pressure against
deportation of Uyghur detainees to China

(Im) The Royal Thai Police (RTP) and the Thai
government face mounting pressure from human
rights advocates and international bodies to refrain
from deporting 48 Uyghur men detained since 2014 to
China. The Uyghurs, arrested after fleeing China's
Xinjiang province, remain in detention at various
facilities, with allegations of inhumane conditions,
including lack of access to legal representation, family,
or international monitors. United Nations experts and
global rights groups have warned that deporting them
could expose the detainees to torture or other severe
human rights violations, given China's documented
treatment of Uyghurs.

The UN emphasized the urgent need for humane
treatment, adequate medical care, and legal
protections for the detainees, citing concerns over
deteriorating health conditions and past deaths in
detention. Thai Senator Angkhana Neelapaijit and
other rights advocates have called for transparency
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and independent monitoring of the Uyghurs'
treatment while urging the government to uphold
international obligations against refoulement to
torture.

The RTP denied any active plans to deport the
detainees and stated that such decisions require
consultation with the National Security Council.
[Bangkok Post 1] [Bangkok Post 2]

Chinese carmaker BYD dominates
Thailand's EV market and surpasses
Toyota in Singapore

(Im) BYD solidified its leadership in Thailand's electric
vehicle (EV) market in 2024, claiming the top spot with
27,005 units sold and a commanding 38.5 percent
market share. Despite an 8.1 percent year-on-year
decline in Thailand's EV registrations to 70,137 units,
BYD's Atto 3 emerged as a favorite, helping the brand
maintain its status as the EV sales champion for 18
consecutive months. Chinese brands collectively
dominated the market, occupying seven of the top ten
positions. In a market historically dominated by
Japanese automakers, BYD's success represents a
significant shift, with the company leveraging Thailand
as a strategic base for expanding across Southeast
Asia.

In Singapore, BYD also achieved a milestone by
surpassing Toyota to become the best-selling car
brand in 2024. BYD's sales surged from 1,416 units in
2023 to 6,191 units, capturing 14.4 percent of the
market share. Toyota followed with 5,736 units, while
BMW and Mercedes-Benz secured third and fourth
positions with 5,042 and 4,887 units sold, respectively.
Tesla also marked a notable achievement in Singapore,
crossing four-digit sales for the first time with 2,384
units, up from 940 units in 2023.

BYD's dominance extends beyond Southeast Asia, as it
also surpassed Toyota in Japan's electric vehicle market
in 2024. BYD sold 2,223 units in Japan, reflecting a 54
percent year-on-year increase, while Toyota’s EV sales
declined by 30 percent to 2,038 units. BYD's expanding
footprint across key Asian markets underscores its
growing influence in the global EV industry.
[CarNewsChina.com]

Concerns raised over Mekong River dam's
impact on downstream communities
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(Im) A forum organized by the Thai National Mekong
Committee (TNMC) in Thailand’s Ubon Ratchathani
province highlighted fears surrounding the proposed
Sanakham hydropower project in Laos. The dam,
planned near the Thai-Lao border, is expected to
generate 687 megawatts of electricity by 2028 but has
raised environmental and social concerns due to its
potential impact on the Mekong River's ecosystem and
downstream Thai communities.

Experts from the Mekong River Commission
Secretariat (MRCS) warned that the dam's 12 turbines
could cause daily water level fluctuations of up to 2.7
meters, disrupting sediment accumulation and
affecting 27,490 residents in 41 villages across
Thailand's Loei and Nong Khai provinces. Key tourist
attractions, including Kaeng Khut Khu and Phan Khot
Saen Khrai rapids, may also suffer. The project could
lead to further issues like migration, income losses,
and increased poverty-related crime.

While activists criticized the project, arguing that
Thailand already has energy reserves 15 percent above
standard levels, concerns over the dam's sole focus on
energy production were noted. A separate group of
150 activists was barred from holding a parallel forum
at the venue but was encouraged to submit opinions
online.

The Sanakham dam, a Chinese-Lao joint venture by
Datang (Lao) Sanakham Hydropower Co. Ltd., is
expected to face continued scrutiny for its potential
ecological and socio-economic consequences.
[Bangkok Post]

ASEAN pushes to finalize Timor-Leste's
membership in 2025

(Im) Timor-Leste's long-awaited inclusion as a full
member of the Association of Southeast Asian Nations
(ASEAN) is progressing toward finalization this year.
Malaysia's deputy secretary general of Investment,
Trade, and Industry, Mastura Ahmad Mustafa,
highlighted that ASEAN is determined to complete the
integration process, following nearly a decade of
preparations. Speaking at the ASEAN Senior Economic
Officials Meeting (SEOM) in Kuching, Mastura
emphasized that Timor-Leste's membership is a top
agenda item and aligns with ASEAN's goals of
inclusivity and regional unity. [Borneo Post]

Separately, at the World Economic Forum Annual
Meeting 2025 in Davos, Switzerland, ASEAN Secretary-
General Dr. Kao Kim Hourn met with Timor-Leste's
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President José Manuel Ramos-Horta to discuss the
nation’s roadmap toward full membership. Dr. Kao
reaffirmed ASEAN’s commitment to supporting Timor-
Leste's integration and emphasized the importance of
aligning shared aspirations for regional unity and long-
term prosperity. [ASEAN]

Vietnam to become Asia-Pacific region's
fastest growing economy in 2026

(Im) In its ‘Global Economic Prospects’ report, the
World Bank (WB) forecasts that Vietnam's GDP growth
will reach 6.6 per cent in 2025, slightly up from the 6.5
per cent projected earlier. More notably, it expects
Vietnam to lead the Asia-Pacific region in 2026 with a
projected growth rate of 6.3 per cent, despite a slight
dip from its previous 6.5 per cent forecast.

Vietnam's growth is predicted to outperform other
regional economies, including Mongolia (6.1 per cent),
the Philippines (6 per cent), Thailand (5.1 per cent), and
China (4 per cent). While the East Asia and Pacific (EAP)
region as a whole is expected to see a decline in GDP
growth from 4.6 per cent in 2025 to 4.1 per cent in
2026, Vietnam is expected to remain a standout with
strong domestic demand and robust export
performance.

The World Bank highlighted Vietnam'’s export-driven
economy as a major factor behind its promising
growth outlook. However, the report also warned of
potential risks, including global trade uncertainties,
geopolitical tensions, and natural disasters linked to
climate change, which could impact regional growth.

The EAP region’s growth is projected to decline due to
China's economic slowdown, with non-China EAP
economies expected to maintain a 4.7 per cent growth
rate in 2026. [Viet Nam News]

Vietnam hosts seminar on digital
infrastructure, green energy

(nt) On the sidelines of the 55th Annual Meeting of the
World Economic Forum (WEF) in Davos, Vietham
organized a seminar titled “Digital Infrastructure -
Green Energy: Rising in the Intelligent Age,” in
collaboration with Sovico Group - a prominent
Vietnamese conglomerate - and the Ministry of
Foreign Affairs. Attended by Vietnamese officials and
global business leaders, the seminar explored
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investment opportunities in digital infrastructure and
renewable energy, proposing collaborative projects to
position Vietnam as a regional hub for technology and
finance.

Minister of Planning and Investment Nguyen Chi Dung,
representing Prime Minister Pham Minh Chinh,
highlighted Vietnam'’s dual aspirations of digital
transformation and green energy transition as integral
to its goal of becoming a high-income nation by 2045.
Vietnam is prioritizing high-quality broadband
infrastructure, 5G networks, and loT connections while
aiming to train a skilled workforce, including 50,000
semiconductor specialists, by 2030.

Dung emphasized Vietnam's commitment to fostering
a transparent investment environment, promoting
international partnerships, and developing strategic
infrastructure projects to enhance competitiveness.
[Viet Nam News]

Vietnam plans to transform
pharmaceuticals into leading industry

(nt) Vietnam is aiming to position its pharmaceutical
sector as a cornerstone of economic growth and public
health, leveraging technology and innovation to
modernize the industry. During a working breakfast in
Davos, Switzerland, on January 22, hosted by the
Ministry of Planning and Investment, the Ministry of
Foreign Affairs, and FPT Corporation, one of the
country’s largest tech companies, discussions focused
on the future opportunities for Vietnam's
pharmaceutical industry. The event, attended by senior
Vietnamese officials and representatives from global
pharmaceutical giants like AstraZeneca and Merck,
emphasized the industry’s potential.

Vietnam's pharmaceutical market has grown
significantly, with its value projected to rise from USD
2.7 billion in 2015 to USD 10 billion by 2026.
Domestically produced drugs currently meet around
50 percent of national demand, and the country boasts
over 238 WHO-GMP-certified plants and 17 EU-GMP-
standard factories. Vietham'’s National Strategy for the
Development of the Pharmaceutical Sector by 2030,
with a Vision to 2045, outlines objectives like
modernizing production, securing medicine supplies,
expanding exports, and integrating into global supply
chains.

The strategy prioritizes advancing R&D, particularly in
herbal medicines, biologics, and vaccines, while also
conserving indigenous medicinal resources. It includes
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incentives for high-value investment projects
exceeding USD 120 million. Emerging technologies
such as Al and loT are expected to play a central role in
optimizing drug research and production processes.
[Viet Nam News]

Bangladesh'’s foreign adviser suggests
China as alternative to India for medical
treatment

(Im) Bangladesh's Foreign Affairs Adviser Md Touhid
Hossain has proposed China’s Kunming as a viable
alternative to India for medical treatment, citing
comparatively lower medical and travel expenses. The
adviser made this statement while addressing
reporters at the Ministry of Foreign Affairs following his
recent bilateral visit to China.

During his visit, Hossain met with Chinese Foreign
Minister Wang Yi in Beijing and discussed financial
terms related to China's loans to Bangladesh. He
requested a reduction in interest rates from 2-3
percent to 1 percent, a waiver of the commitment fee,
and an extension of the loan repayment period from
20 to 30 years for both the Preferential Buyer’s Credit
Loan and the Government Concessional Loan.
According to the adviser, China has "agreed in
principle" to extend the repayment period and assured
Bangladesh of reviewing the interest rate reduction
request.

When asked about speculation regarding a possible
visit to China by Bangladesh'’s de facto leader, Chief
Adviser Muhammad Yunus, the foreign adviser
clarified that no discussions on this matter took place
during his meetings. [The Daily Star]

Saudi company expresses interest in
managing Bangladesh’s Matarbari deep-
sea port

(vk) Red Sea Gateway Terminal, a Saudi-owned port
operator, has shown interest in managing
Bangladesh’s Matarbari deep-sea port. During a
meeting with Chief Adviser Muhammad Yunus at the
World Economic Forum in Davos, Executive Chairman
Aamer A. Alireza highlighted the company’s potential
to transform Matarbari into a major regional shipping
hub.
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The company, which manages Patenga Terminal, plans
to invest USD 200 million to enhance its efficiency and
capacity. Recent orders for USD 25 million in hybrid
container-handling equipment signal its commitment
to sustainable operations. Alireza emphasized that
improved port efficiency in Chittagong could attract
significant foreign investment and boost Bangladesh'’s
regional export potential. [Bss News]

Bangladesh, India border forces discuss
curbing illegal activities

(Im) The Border Security Force (BSF) of India and the
Border Guard Bangladesh (BGB) held a coordination
meeting on January 23 to strengthen bilateral
cooperation and address key border management
issues. Discussions focused on curbing illegal activities,
controlling unauthorized movement near the
international border, and fostering peace along the
India-Bangladesh frontier. [The Indian Express]

The backdrop to this meeting involves ongoing
disputes over border fencing activities. Recent tensions
arose when the BSF began constructing fences in the
Sukdevpur area of Malda district, West Bengal, as part
of its measures to curb illegal cross-border activities.
The BGB objected, citing the 1975 India-Bangladesh
Border Guidelines, which prohibit defense structures
within 150 yards of the international boundary. Similar
disputes occurred in the Dahagram area of
Lalmonirhat's Patgram upazila, where BGB protests
temporarily halted fence construction.

Brunei university and China firm partner
to advance biomedical innovation

(ga) University of Brunei Darussalam (UBD) and
Shenzhen New Industries Biomedical Engineering Co
Ltd (Snibe) have signed a memorandum of
understanding (MoU) to enhance collaboration in
biomedical research, education, and training. The
agreement, formalized on January 20 at Snibe's
headquarters in Shenzhen, China, focuses on student
and staff exchange programs, joint research projects,
and advanced biomedical diagnostics training. [Borneo
Bulletin]

Brunei hosts Malaysian Speaker for
strengthened ASEAN parliamentary
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collaboration

(ga) The Speaker of the Legislative Council (LegCo),
Brunei's parliament, Abdul Rahman Taib hosted a
courtesy call from the Speaker of the Malaysian House
of Representatives Johari Abdul alongside his
delegation on January 23. The visit was part of
Malaysia's preparation for its chairmanship of the 46th
ASEAN Inter-Parliamentary Assembly (AIPA) in Kuala
Lumpur in September 2025.

Discussions focused on enhancing inter-parliamentary
cooperation within AIPA, promoting the exchange of
best practices, and addressing strategic regional issues
such as ASEAN security, sustainable development, and
parliamentary digitalization. Both parties also explored
closer ties with AIPA Observer Members to support
regional development. [Borneo Bulletin 1]

The delegation was also received by Sultan Hassanal
Bolkiah, Brunei's King. The audience highlighted
discussions on bilateral relations, regional cooperation,
and preparations for Malaysia’'s AIPA leadership.
[Borneo Bulletin 2]

Sultan of Brunei holds audience with
Myanmar Deputy Prime Minister

(ga) Sultan Hassanal Bolkiah of Brunei received
Myanmar's Deputy Prime Minister and Union Minister
for Foreign Affairs U Than Swe during his two-day
official visit to Brunei. The audience took place at Nurul
Iman palace, where discussions centered on
strengthening bilateral ties, regional cooperation
within ASEAN, and the implementation of Myanmar's
Five-Point Consensus, agreed during the ASEAN
Leaders' Meeting in April 2021.

Both sides also agreed on strengthening ways to
promote cross-sector cooperation, with the areas of
trade, defense, health, education and people-to-people
exchanges highlighted as focus. [Borneo Bulletin] [The
Global New Light of Myanmar]

Japan supports Cambodian democracy
and healthcare with donations

(mfr) The Japanese government has committed
significant support to Cambodia through two major
initiatives aimed at enhancing democracy and
healthcare infrastructure.
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On January 23, Japan announced a USD 5.4 million
grant to Cambodia to upgrade its voter information
registration and management systems. The grant, part
of the "Project for the Economic and Social
Development Programme," includes the provision of a
dedicated server and cybersecurity devices to replace
the system donated by Japan in 2016. [The Phnom
Penh Post 1]

Additionally, Japan provided 29 medical incinerators to
hospitals in ten provinces as part of the "Project for the
Improvement of Infectious Waste Management." The
project, funded at JPY 436 million (over USD 2.7
million), aims to address infectious waste management
issues that arose during the COVID-19 pandemic. The
handover ceremony, held on January 22, was attended
by Ambassador Ueno and Cambodia's Minister of
Health Chheang Ra. [The Phnom Penh Post 2]

Cambodia and France partner for clean
water access by 2030

(mfr) Cambodia and France have agreed to collaborate
on reforms aimed at achieving universal access to
clean water by 2030, aligning with Cambodia’s
Sustainable Development Goal No. 6. During a meeting
between Cambodia’s Minister of Industry, Science,
Technology and Innovation, Hem Vanndy, and Agence
Francaise de Développement (AFD) country director
Sandrine Boucher, the AFD transferred a financial
management model to the Phnom Penh Water Supply
Authority to enhance water service operations. The
system will assist in expense forecasting, revenue
calculations, and informed policy-making.

Vanndy called for applying the Phnom Penh model
nationwide and stressed the importance of
transparency and flexibility in water management
reforms. While 87 percent of Cambodia’s population
has access to essential clean water, only 21 percent
has access to safely managed water. Similarly, 92
percent benefit from basic sanitation, with 51 percentr
having access to safely managed sanitation services.

Cambodia has over 400 licensed private water
operators, with the Cambodia Water Supply
Association leading efforts to expand access. Between
2012 and 2022, the association facilitated over 500,000
water connections, reaching more than 2 million
people. France contributed more than USD 200 million
in aid to Cambodia last year, including significant
funding for water access improvements.
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Despite progress, challenges persist, such as the
recent protest in Takeo province over water shortages
(see article in this edition). [Khmer Times]

Cambodia’s exports to United Kingdom
continue to increase

(sal) Cambodia's exports to the United Kingdom in
2024 nearly reached USD 1 billion, reflecting a 20
percent increase compared to 2023.

According to the General Department of Customs and
Excise (GDCE), trade between the two countries totaled
USD 1,012.45 million. The main exports include
clothing, bicycles, agricultural products, footwear, and
travel bags. [The Phnom Penh Post]

Indian foreign secretary visits China

(dh/dqgl) Chinese Foreign Minister Wang Yi met with
visiting Indian Foreign Secretary Vikram Misri on
January 27. The meeting was part of Misri's two-day
visit to China on January 26-27 coinciding with India's
Republic Day and just before China's Spring Festival
and New Year celebrations.

The visit, part of the Foreign Secretary-Vice Minister
mechanism, was aimed at fostering dialogue on
improving bilateral relations. It marked the second
significant Indian delegation to China in less than two
months, following the Meeting of the Working
Mechanism for Consultation & Coordination on India-
China Border Affairs in December.

During their conversation, Wang appealed to the
consensus reached between President Xi Jinping and
Prime Minister Modi at the BRICS meeting in Kazan in
July last year and called on India and China to “seize
the opportunity, meet each other halfway, explore
more substantive measures, and commit to mutual
understanding, mutual support, and mutual
achievement,” warning against “mutual suspicion,
mutual alienation, and mutual depletion of resources.”

He added that improving and developing ties was fully
aligning with their countries’ the fundamental interests
as well as “conducive to safeguarding the legitimate
rights and interests of the countries of the Global
South.” [Ministry of Foreign Affairs, China, in Chinese]

According to the Chinese Foreign Ministry's readout of
the meeting, Misri confirmed that based on the Kazan
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consensus between Xi and Modi, both sides since have
“properly managed and resolved differences, and
promoted the restart of practical cooperation in
various fields.” [Ministry of Foreign Affairs, China, in
Chinese]

In a separate meeting a day earlier with Liu Jianchao,
head of the International Department of the
Communist Party of China (CPC) and potential
candidate for China’s future foreign minister, both
sides discussed implementing agreements reached by
their national leaders, enhancing dialogue, and
addressing shared international and regional concerns.
[International Department, Communist Party of China,
in Chinese] [India Today]

The visit comes after a period of renewed engagement
between India and China, following several years of
tensions over the border standoff in Ladakh. Efforts to
rebuild ties gained momentum after a meeting
between Prime Minister Narendra Modi and President
Xi Jinping during the BRICS summit in October 2024.
That discussion paved the way for resuming
institutional dialogue and cooperation in various areas.
[South China Morning Post]

In December 2024, Indian National Security Advisor Ajit
Doval and Wang held the 23rd Special Representatives
meeting to address the boundary dispute, which led to
agreements on disengagement in the Depsang and
Demchok regions of eastern Ladakh (see AiR No. 52,
December/2024, 4). Patrols in these areas, suspended
for over four years, have also resumed. [The Hindu]

Reflecting improved ties, the two countries agreed on
several measures to enhance bilateral exchanges
during Misri's visit. These include resuming the Kailash
Mansarovar Yatra in the summer of 2025, restoring
direct flights between their capitals, issuing visas for
journalists and think tanks, and collaborating on trans-
border river data sharing. [The Indian Express]

The Kailash Mansarovar Yatra is a pilgrimage that
holds deep spiritual significance for Hindus, Buddhists,
Jains, and followers of the ancient Bon religion. For
many years, the Yatra has been disrupted by political
tensions and the border dispute between India and
China, particularly over the larger area of Aksai Chin,
which is claimed by India but controlled by China. The
most significant aspect of the dispute is the access to
these sacred sites for Indian pilgrims.

Sodium perchlorate transported from
China to Iran


https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-sjikkjl-l-iit/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-sjikkjl-l-iii/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-sjikkjl-l-iid/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-sjikkjl-l-iih/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-sjikkjl-l-iik/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-sjikkjl-l-iik/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-sjikkjl-l-iiu/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-sjikkjl-l-idl/

(wy) A large shipment of sodium perchlorate is being
transported from China to Iran over the next three
weeks, according to intelligence gathered by security
officials from two Western countries.

The Golbon and Jairan, two Iranian-flagged vessels, are
carrying more than 1,000 tones of sodium perchlorate,
a key chemical used to produce ammonium
perchlorate - an essential component in missile
propellant. With this shipment, Iran would be able to
manufacture approximately 960 tons of ammonium
perchlorate, enough to fuel at least 260 medium-range
missiles. The chemicals are reportedly destined for the
Islamic Revolutionary Guard Corps, the elite branch of
Iran’s military.

The Chinese embassy in Washington stated that it was
unaware of the situation and reaffirmed Beijing's
commitment to "maintaining peace and stability in the
Middle East and Gulf region while actively promoting a
political and diplomatic resolution to the Iranian
nuclear issue."

China has supported Iran militarily since the early
1990s, providing assistance for its ballistic missile
development program, as well as military expertise,
technology, and training. A key driver of this
cooperation is Beijing's strategic opposition to
perceived U.S. hegemonism. [Financial Times]

Chinese national killed by ISIS-claimed
attack in Afghanistan

(dh) An unnamed Chinese mining contractor was killed
in Afghanistan's Takhar province on January 21 in an
attack claimed by the Islamic State (IS) group. Afghan
officials stated that the man had travelled without
notifying security forces, who typically provide escorts
for Chinese nationals. According to Afghan authorities,
the victim was a business owner with a contract to
work on mining projects in the country.

Islamic State later took responsibility, confirming their
fighters had targeted the vehicle carrying the Chinese
citizen. This marked their first reported activity in
Takhar province since 2022. The northeastern province
has been home to militant groups, as its strategic
location and challenging terrain have made it a focal
point for insurgent activity. [The Defense Post]

China's foreign ministry has since condemned the
attack and urged the Taliban to conduct a thorough
investigation. Additionally, it has called on the Afghan
interim government to ensure the safety of Chinese


https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-sjikkjl-l-idr/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-sjikkjl-l-idy/

nationals in the country. [Ministry of Foreign Affairs,
China]

Afghanistan’s Taliban government has been trying to
promote its natural resource wealth as an opportunity
for foreign investors, particularly China, to help revive
the struggling economy. At a recent event
commemorating 70 years of diplomatic relations,
Afghan officials reassured Chinese investors about the
country’s security and encouraged them to explore
business opportunities.

This incident follows previous attacks, including a 2022
assault on a Kabul hotel frequented by Chinese
businesspeople, which left five Chinese nationals
wounded. [SCMP]

China Coast Guard expels Philippine
vessels in South China Sea

(dh) The China Coast Guard (CCG) reported that it had
turned away two Philippine vessels near Tiexian Jiao in
the disputed Nansha Islands, alleging that the vessels
were attempting to collect sand samples without
authorization.

The CCG stated that the ships were warned before
being expelled and reiterated China’s position that it
holds sovereignty over the Nansha Islands and the
surrounding waters. [Global Times] [China Daily]

This incident occurs amid ongoing territorial disputes
between China and the Philippines in the South China
Sea, with Manila recently accusing China of conducting
illegal patrols in areas it claims as part of its sovereign
territory (see AR No. 3, January/2025, 3).

Chinese Foreign Minister Wang Yi speaks
to new U.S. Secretary of State Marco
Rubio

(wy/dh) China's Foreign Minister Wang Yi held a phone
conversation with new U.S. Secretary of State Marco
Rubio on January 24, marking the first talk between the
two countries’ top diplomats under U.S. President
Donald Trump's second term.

During the discussion, Wang emphasized that the
leaders of the two countries had set the tone and
direction for U.S.-China relations. He referred to the
January 17 phone call between Chinese President Xi
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Jinping and U.S. President Donald Trump, which
highlighted the importance of collaboration between
the two nations (see AiR No. 3, January/2025, 3). Wang
stressed that, based on the consensus reached during
that conversation, both sides should "implement their
important common understandings, maintain
communication, manage differences, and expand
cooperation" following the principles of "mutual
respect, peaceful coexistence, and win-win

cooperation."

On the issue of Taiwan, Wang reiterated China's
longstanding position, asserting that "Taiwan has been
part of China's territory since ancient times" and
warning against any efforts to split Taiwan from China.
He urged the U.S. to act cautiously and prudently,
citing Washington’'s commitments to the one-China
policy under the three joint communiqués, and called
on the U.S. to honor those commitments. [Ministry of
Foreign Affairs, Chinal

In response, Rubio outlined the goal of the Trump
administration to pursue a relationship with China that
"advances U.S. interests and puts the American people
first." He expressed the U.S. willingness to engage in
communication with China to address global
challenges.

On the Taiwan issue, Rubio affirmed that the U.S. does
not support "Taiwan independence" and expressed
hope for a peaceful resolution acceptable to both sides
of the Taiwan Strait, according to China’s Ministry of
Foreign Affairs. However, a statement from the U.S.
Department of State noted that Rubio raised concerns
about China’s coercive actions toward Taiwan and
emphasized U.S. commitments to its regional allies.
[Reuters] [U.S. Department of State]

Rubio, who was sanctioned by China and barred from
entering the country following his critical comments on
Chinese human rights issues in 2020 (see AR, No. 32,
August/2020, 2), has maintained a hawkish stance on
China since becoming U.S. Secretary of State. During
his Senate Foreign Relations Committee confirmation
hearing, Rubio described China as America's "biggest
threat" and vowed to strengthen Taiwan's defenses to
deter potential military intervention by China (see AR
No. 3, January/2025, 3).

Chinese ambassador warns US not to cross red lines
regarding Taiwan

Similar to Wang, Chinese Ambassador to the U.S. Xie
Fen has called on the United States to respect China's
core interests, particularly regarding Taiwan, to
maintain stable and constructive relations between the
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two countries. Speaking at a Lunar New Year eventin
Washington on January 24, Xie emphasized that the
Taiwan issue poses the greatest risk to US-China ties.
He urged adherence to the one-China principle and the
agreements that recognize Taiwan as part of China,
emphasizing that opposing Taiwan independence is
essential for peace in the Taiwan Strait. [China- U.S.
Embassy]

Xie described US-China economic ties as
fundamentally beneficial for both sides, citing
examples like strong trade figures, record Tesla sales
in China, and increased engagement with Chinese
social media platforms. He cautioned against
escalating disputes in trade or technology, arguing
such conflicts would harm both nations.

As tensions remain high over issues like Taiwan, the
South China Sea, and technology access, Xie reiterated
the importance of dialogue and mutual respect. He
noted that despite these challenges, cooperation in
areas like trade, agriculture, law enforcement, and
cultural exchanges continues to hold significant
potential. [SCMP]

China to face more tariffs under Trump
administration

(dh) Newly inaugurated US President Donald Trump
has warned of potential new tariffs of 10 percent on all
Chinese imports could be implemented as early as
February 1, citing concerns over fentanyl being
smuggled from China into the USA via Canada and
Mexico. [CNB(C]

Trump's tariff warning to China follows earlier threats
to impose 25 percent tariffs on Mexico and Canada for
alleged drug and migrant issues. Trump had also
previously promised tariffs as high as 60 percent on all
Chinese-imported goods during his campaign for
presidency.

Trump argues that the threat of tariffs could force
China to take stronger action to crack down on
fentanyl that is imported to the US through Mexico and
Canada and has accordingly resulted in a deadly
addiction crisis across the country. The tariffs are also
seen as an attempt by Trump take a stronger stance
against China as he takes more protectionist
measures. Speaking at an Oval Office press conference
on January 21, Trump referred to China as “an abuser”
that treats the USA “very badly” and thus insisted that
tariffs was the USA’s way to equalize this.
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At the World Economic Forum in Davos, China’s Vice
Premier Ding Xuexiang called for cooperative, "win-
win" solutions regarding trade disputes, without
directly naming the U.S. He further insisted that there
“no winners” in a trade war. [BBC]

Experts have warned that Trump’s aggressive tariffs
may have adverse effects on the stability of global
trade as well as undermining its aims, as countries
such as China would be forced to diversify their trading
partners and reduce their reliance on the US market.
[Al Jazeera]

U.S. lawmakers seek revocation of China’s
Permanent Normal Trade status

(wy) U.S. lawmakers have introduced a bipartisan bill
seeking to revoke China's preferential trade relations
with the United States. The Restoring Trade Fairness
Act (RTFA), primarily aimed at ending China’s
Permanent Normal Trade Relations (PNTR) status and
addressing the economic consequences of this trade
relationship, was introduced by House Select
Committee on the Chinese Communist Party (CCP)
Chairman John Moolenaar and Democratic
Representative Tom Suozzi. The bill aligns with a recent
executive order issued by President Donald Trump,
which directs the Secretary of Commerce and the U.S.
Trade Representative to draft legislative proposals to
address these trade concerns. [The Select Committee
on the CCP]

The U.S. granted China PNTR status in 2001 after its
accession to the World Trade Organization. Prior to
that, China enjoyed free trade access to the U.S.
market starting in 1980, but annual waivers were
required. These waivers served as leverage for the U.S.
to pressure China on human rights issues, particularly
following the 1989 Tiananmen Square protests. PNTR,
however, granted China uninterrupted trade access to
the U.S. market. The proposed legislation would enable
the U.S. to suspend these trade relations if deemed
necessary. [The Diplomat]

According to the bill's introduction, the RTFA aims to
protect American businesses and industries while
countering China’s unfair economic practices, which
have negatively impacted U.S. workers and posed
national security risks. It also seeks to strengthen
supply chain resilience and promote domestic
manufacturing jobs. By establishing “a clear structure
and strategy to compete against CCP-aligned
companies,” the bill aims to reset U.S.-China economic
relations.
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To achieve its objectives, the bill proposes several key
measures. It would terminate China's PNTR status,
removing the need for annual congressional votes for
recertification. Additionally, it seeks to revoke De
Minimis treatment for Chinese goods, ensuring that all
Chinese exports to the U.S., including items valued
under $800, would be subject to standard customs
procedures and tariffs. The legislation also aims to
codify tariffs on Chinese imports into law by creating a
new tariff column.

Under this framework, non-strategic goods would face
a minimum 35 percent ad valorem tariff, while
strategic goods would face a minimum 100 percent ad
valorem tariff. These tariffs would be implemented
gradually over five years, beginning with 10 percent in
the first year, 25 percent in the second year, 50
percent in the fourth year, and 100 percent in the fifth
year. The ultimate goal is to reduce imports from China
by approximately 200 percent. [The Select Committee
on the CCP]

In response, the Chinese Embassy in Washington
criticized the bill, accusing lawmakers of attempting to
"reverse history and drag Sino-U.S. economic and
trade relations back to the Cold War era." The embassy
further stated that the move would harm the interests
of both countries. [Reuters]

China expresses willingness to repatriate
Chinese from the U.S.

(wy) On January 27, Beijing announced that China was
willing to repatriate confirmed Chinese nationals from
the United States.

Following U.S. President Donald Trump's threat to
impose tariffs and sanctions on countries refusing to
accept deportees, Beijing has expressed its willingness
to accept Chinese illegal immigrants from the U.S. The
Chinese Foreign Ministry stated that practical
cooperation with U.S. migration and law enforcement
agencies has been productive. It also confirmed that
repatriates with verified identities would be received.
[Foreign Affairs Ministry, China, in Chinese]

Since the COVID-19 pandemic and the resulting
economic downturn, the number of Chinese nationals
attempting to cross the U.S. southern border has
surged. In the 2024 fiscal year, approximately 38,200
Chinese migrants were encountered at the border—an
increase of about 57% compared to 2022. This rise
prompted U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement
(ICE) to deport hundreds of Chinese nationals who did
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not qualify for legal stay. However, Beijing previously
refused to accept them by declining to issue travel
documents.

With Trump's return to the political stage and his
renewed threats of tariffs and sanctions against
uncooperative countries, Beijing appears to have
shifted its stance on the matter. [Migration Policy
Institute] [Reuters]

Chinese Foreign Minister Wang Yi to visit
UK in February

(wy) China's Foreign Minister, Wang Vi, is expected to
visit the UK next month for talks with British Foreign
Secretary David Lammy, according to sources cited by
The Guardian.

Wang is scheduled to attend a security conference in
Munich from February 14 to 16, making it likely that his
visit to the UK will take place either before or after the
event. His trip is expected to hold a strategic dialogue
between the UK and China, the first time of its kind
since 2018. The Foreign Office is currently planning to
host Wang in mid-February but has declined to
comment on the matter. [The Guardian]

Since Labour leader Keir Starmer's election victory,
diplomatic engagement between the UK and China has
increased, with relations showing signs of
improvement. This was evident in the intervention of
both the Foreign Secretary and the Home Secretary in
approving the establishment of a Chinese mega-
embassy (see AR No. 3, January/2025, 3). However,
Labour’s approach to China has faced criticism, with
some accusing the party of kowtowing to Beijing.

German opposition party leader cautions
against investments in China

(wy) Friedrich Merz, leader of the Christian Democratic
Party (CDP), Germany's largest opposition party, and
the party’s candidate for the chancellorship in the
upcoming February 23 general elections, has issued a
warning to German companies, urging them to
reconsider investments in China.

On January 23, after a policy speech, Merz called for a
more assertive role for Berlin on the global stage. He
described China as part of an “Axis of Autocracies” or
“Axis of Upheaval,” a term referring to the
collaboration between Russia, Iran, China, and North
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Korea. This alliance seeks to challenge or even
dismantle Western dominance.

Against this backdrop, Merz cautioned German
businesses, regardless of their size, that investing in
China carries “great risk.” He urged companies to “limit
their exposure” to avoid jeopardizing not only their
operations but also the security of Germany and
Europe as a whole. Merz also suggested that the
government could offer support to businesses
navigating these challenges. [Council on Foreign
Relations]

Despite the significance of the Chinese market for
German firms, Merz outlined a new direction he would
adopt if elected chancellor. He pledged to strengthen
ties with European Union partners, particularly France
and Poland, while fostering a “pragmatic” and “un-
romanticized” relationship with the United States. With
the return of Donald Trump to the U.S. presidency,
Merz emphasized the need for Germany and Europe to
take responsibility for their own security. Achieving
this, he argued, would require enhancing military
capabilities through weapons standardization and
economies of scale.

German companies, such as Volkswagen and BASF - a
leading automobile manufacturer and chemical
company, respectively - are heavily reliant on China for
exports and manufacturing. In fact, German direct
investment in China surged sharply last year. However,
this dependence exposes German businesses to rising
geopolitical tensions between China and the West.
Adding to these challenges, Trump has announced
plans to impose a 10 percent tariff on Chinese imports
starting February 1, making it increasingly urgent for
Germany to explore alternative markets.

With the CDP currently leading in polls ahead of next
month’s elections, Merz's stance could signal a
significant shift in Germany's approach to China. The
outcome of the election may well redefine Germany's
economic and political strategy toward Beijing.
[Financial Times] [AA]

China’s Vice Premier Ding Xuexiang visits
Netherlands

(wy) Ding Xuexiang, China's Vice Premier and a
member of the Standing Committee of the Political
Bureau of the Communist Party of China Central
Committee, finished his last week’s two-day visit to
Netherlands.
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Beginning on January 22, Ding met with key Dutch
political figures, including Prime Minister Dick Schoof
and Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Climate and
Green Growth Sophie Hermans. King Willem-Alexander
also held discussions with Ding.

Ding highlighted the steady strengthening of China-
Netherlands relations, emphasizing their broad
cooperation across various sectors, which has
benefited both countries and their citizens. Building on
this foundation, he expressed China's commitment to
further communication with the Netherlands to
enhance mutual trust, advance bilateral relations, and
support each other’s development goals. He also
assured that China would continue to provide a
favorable environment for Dutch companies to
operate and collaborate in China, while expecting the
Netherlands to ensure a “fair, equitable, and non-
discriminatory business environment” for Chinese
enterprises.

With 2025 marking the 50th anniversary of diplomatic
relations between China and the European Union (EU),
Ding also reiterated China’s willingness to strengthen
dialogue and deepen cooperation with the EU. He
expressed hope that the Netherlands would play a
“constructive role” in fostering this relationship.

In response, King Willem-Alexander affirmed the
Netherlands' appreciation of its friendship with China
and its commitment to deepening bilateral
cooperation. He emphasized the importance of open
dialogue, a shared willingness to seek consensus, and
collaborative efforts, especially amid increasing
geopolitical uncertainties.

Prime Minister Schoof acknowledged China’s
development and achievements, recognizing the
country as a stable and valued partner. Welcoming
China's interest in strengthening bilateral ties, he
expressed the Netherlands' willingness to expand
practical cooperation in water management, green
development, and healthcare. He also reaffirmed the
Dutch commitment to upholding free trade and
promoting openness and collaboration with China.
According to Schoof, the human rights issue was also
included in the discussions. [Reuters]

Environmental issues were a key focus during the
meetings. Deputy Prime Minister Hermans
commended China’s achievements in environmental
protection and green development, particularly its
contributions to the implementation of the Paris
Agreement. She expressed the Netherlands' eagerness
to cooperate with China in areas such as clean energy,


https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-sjikkjl-l-iur/

green transition, circular economy, and climate
adaptation. [The State Council, China]

Chinese President Xi Jinping holds video
meeting with Russian President Vladimir
Putin

(wy) Following the inauguration of President Donald
Trump in Washington, Chinese President Xi Jinping and
Russian President Vladimir Putin held a virtual meeting
on January 21, symbolically displaying the unity
between the two countries to Trump. [The Guardian]

During the meeting, Xi reflected on their 2024
conference, highlighting its success in fostering
consensus on key issues, advancing practical
cooperation, and achieving a constructive impact on
global governance. Xi emphasized Beijing's
commitment to strengthening Sino-Russian ties and
leveraging their stable and enduring relationship to
address external uncertainties, promote mutual
development, and uphold international fairness and
justice. He also called for deeper strategic
collaboration.

In response, Putin affirmed that Russia and China have
consistently cooperated based on principles of mutual
trust, support, and equality. Notably, Putin reiterated
Russia's recognition of Taiwan as an inalienable part of
China and firmly rejected any form of "Taiwan
independence." He also expressed Russia's willingness
to further enhance cooperation with China.

The two leaders exchanged views on various
international issues, though specific details were not
disclosed.

Shortly after the meeting, President Trump warned
Putin to negotiate a ceasefire in the Ukraine conflict,
threatening severe consequences for Russia if he failed
to comply. Additionally, Trump announced a potential
10 percent tariff on China, aiming to curb fentanyl
exports to Mexico and Canada. [People’s Daily, in
Chinese] [Radio Free Asia, in Chinese]

India, Indonesia strengthen ties in
defense, maritime security, and trade

(Im/gk) Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi and
Indonesian President Prabowo Subianto held bilateral
talks in New Delhi, reinforcing their nations' long-
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standing partnership and emphasizing enhanced
collaboration in defense, maritime security, and
economic development. Several Memorandums of
Understanding (MoUs) were signed, covering health
cooperation, digital infrastructure, and defense
partnerships.

Prime Minister Modi highlighted Indonesia's pivotal
role as a partner in ASEAN and the Indo-Pacific region,
reaffirming India's 'Act East' policy and commitment to
ASEAN unity. He announced 2025 as the "India-ASEAN
Year of Tourism," aimed at promoting cultural
exchanges and tourism between the two nations. Modi
underscored the importance of maintaining freedom
of navigation in accordance with international law and
emphasized collaboration in areas like Fintech,
Artificial Intelligence, and digital public infrastructure.

The agreements include maritime safety and security
initiatives, targeting crime prevention, search and
rescue operations, and capacity building. Cooperation
was also strengthened in energy, critical minerals,
technology, and space. Modi highlighted cultural ties,
referencing shared heritage, including the Ramayana,
Mahabharata, and Bali Jatra, and India's role in
conserving Indonesia's Prambanan Temple.

President Prabowo expressed gratitude for India's
support during Indonesia's independence struggle and
noted India's ongoing role in fostering regional
stability. He thanked India for backing Indonesia's
permanent BRICS membership and highlighted the
first-ever participation of an Indonesian military
contingent in India's Republic Day parade.

Both leaders emphasized their shared vision for peace,
security, and prosperity in the Indo-Pacific region and
reiterated their commitment to deepening the
strategic partnership between India and Indonesia.
Bilateral trade exceeded USD 30 billion in 2024, with
both nations pledging to further enhance cooperation
in trade, investment, tourism, energy, and technology.
[NDTV]

In a separate meeting, Indonesian Coordinating
Minister for Economic Affairs, Airlangga Hartarto, who
was accompanying Subianto held a meeting with the
Indian Minister of Commerce and Industry, Piyush
Goyal. Both ministers agreed to promptly resolve
technical trade issues and challenges between their
nations, which could potentially boost Indonesia’s
exports and enhance trade relations. They also
discussed import quantity safeguards through quota
limitations for low-ash metallurgical coke from
Indonesia, along with technical issues related to the
trade of various other commodities. [Antara]
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67 Indians rescued from cyber-scam
centers in Laos' Golden Triangle

(Im) The Indian Embassy in Vientiane, Laos, has
successfully rescued 67 Indian nationals who were
trafficked and forced to work in cyber-scam centers
operating in the Golden Triangle Special Economic
Zone (GTSEZ) in Bokeo Province.

This latest operation brings the total number of
Indians rescued from similar situations in Laos to 924,
with 857 already repatriated. The issue of trafficking
through cyber-scam centers was also raised by
External Affairs Minister S. Jaishankar in discussions
with officials from Laos, Cambodia, and Thailand
during an ASEAN meeting in July 2024, highlighting the
ongoing diplomatic efforts to address such crimes.
[The Indian Express]

India says no discussions on resuming
trade with Pakistan

(Im) Indian External Affairs Minister S. Jaishankar
clarified on January 22 that there have been no recent
talks with neighboring Pakistan regarding the
resumption of bilateral trade. He emphasized that
India never halted trade with Pakistan and that the
suspension of trade was a unilateral decision taken by
the Pakistan government in 2019.

Jaishankar highlighted that India's interest has always
been in securing "Most Favoured Nation" (MFN) status
from Pakistan, which was never reciprocated, even
though India extended the same status to Pakistan.

The trade suspension by Pakistan occurred in August
2019 under then-Prime Minister Imran Khan's
government. This move was in retaliation to India's
decision to abrogate Article 370 of its Constitution,
which granted special status to Jammu and Kashmir.
Alongside the trade suspension, Islamabad also
downgraded its diplomatic ties with New Delhi. [The
Indian Express]

India, Nepal strengthen regional trade
and energy cooperation with key
infrastructure projects
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(Im) South Asian neighbors India and Nepal have
advanced major cross-border infrastructure initiatives
to boost trade and energy cooperation. These projects,
including the construction of the Dodhara Chandani
dry port and new power transmission lines, highlight a
commitment to fostering economic ties and regional
connectivity.

The Dodhara Chandani dry port, located in Nepal's far-
west region, is set to become a strategic trade hub
connecting Nepal, India, and China. Situated 245
kilometers from New Delhi and 334 kilometers from
the Nepal-Tibet border, the dry port aims to reduce
trade costs and enhance access to Indian ports such as
Jawaharlal Nehru Port in Mumbai. Supported by a USD
30.5 million Indian grant, the project includes twin
Integrated Check Posts, warehouses, quarantine areas,
and administrative facilities. Tree clearance on the
construction site is expected to begin following
environmental approvals, and the project is slated for
completion within 30 months.

Once operational, the facility will handle up to 3,000
freight trucks, integrating Nepal's far-west region into
the country's trade network and fostering economic
development. This long-delayed national priority
project gained momentum after legal and
environmental challenges, including land use
agreements and compensation for tree felling, were
resolved. [The Kathmandu Post 1]

Meanwhile, Nepal and India have finalized agreements
for joint investments in cross-border power
transmission lines, vital for Nepal's plans to bring
11,000 MW of electricity from hydropower projects
online. Two new 400kV lines—Inaruwa (Duhabi)-Purnia
(Bihar) and Dodhara (Lamki)-Bareli (Uttar Pradesh)—
will be developed as joint ventures, with a 51 percent
stake held by the host country and 49 percent by the
partner country. These lines are expected to be
operational by 2028-2029, with the Duhabi-Purnia line
targeted for completion in 2027-2028.

Additionally, existing cross-border infrastructure will
be upgraded, including the Dhalkebar-Muzaffarpur
line, increasing its capacity to 1,700 MW by 2030. Nepal
also proposed a 220kV Chameliya-Jaulajiwi line as an
alternative to upgrading the 132kV Mahendranagar-
Tanakpur line, with feasibility studies expected to
conclude by March. India has committed to importing
10,000 MW of Nepali hydropower over the next
decade, and projects like the 400kV Nijgadh-Motihari
and Kohalpur-Lucknow lines, expected to be
completed by 2028, will further enhance energy trade.
[The Kathmandu Post 2]
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In parallel, during the fifth meeting of the Joint Project
Monitoring Committee in Kathmandu on January 28,
Nepal and India reviewed progress in India-assisted
post-earthquake reconstruction efforts across housing,
education, health, and cultural heritage sectors. India
pledged USD 250 million in grant assistance for these
projects following the April 2015 earthquake.

Since the last committee meeting in October 2023,
India has handed over 26 education sector projects,
including the Tribhuvan University Central Library in
Kathmandu, 32 health projects, and three cultural
heritage projects, valued at NPR 3.35 billion (USD 25.2
million). An additional 43 health sector projects and
nine cultural heritage projects, worth NPR 1.7349
billion (USD 13 million), have also been completed.
[The Kathmandu Post 3]

Death of Indian fisherman in Pakistan
prison renews calls for release of
detainees

(Im) The death of a 55-year-old Indian fisherman in
Karachi's Malir Prison has intensified demands for the
expedited release of detained fishermen from both
India and Pakistan. The man, who had been
imprisoned since 2022 after unintentionally crossing
into Pakistani waters, passed away on January 25,
reportedly due to cardiac arrest. Despite completing
his sentence in the same year, his deportation was
delayed due to verification procedures, according to
Pakistani officials.

Human rights activists and organizations in both
countries have criticized the prolonged detentions of
fishermen who accidentally cross maritime borders, a
frequent issue due to the poorly defined boundary in
the Arabian Sea. Currently, over 200 Indian fishermen
are detained in Pakistan, many of whom have
completed their sentences, with 30 suffering from
various illnesses. Conversely, India holds 81 Pakistani
fishermen in its prisons.

The 2008 Agreement on Consular Access between the
two nations stipulates that detainees should be
released within one month of verifying their identity
and completing their sentence. However, activists
argue that both nations routinely fail to adhere to
these provisions. Activists highlight that even the
repatriation of deceased fishermen faces delays, often
taking weeks.

Human rights groups, including the Human Rights
Commission of Pakistan (HRCP), stress the need for
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improved treatment of fishermen, expedited
repatriation processes, and the return of confiscated
fishing vessels to alleviate the hardships faced by these
individuals and their families. Both governments are
urged to demonstrate greater empathy and adhere to
existing agreements to resolve this recurring
humanitarian issue. [Arab News]

Indian Prime Minister Modi to meet US
President Trump in February

(Im) Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi is scheduled
to meet U.S. President Donald Trump in February,
providing an opportunity to deepen US-India relations
during Trump's second term. The meeting will address
critical areas, including trade relations, immigration
policies, and defense and technology cooperation.
Both leaders aim to strengthen their strategic
partnership, with India playing a pivotal role in
countering China within the Indo-Pacific region.
[Hindustan Times 1] [The Indian Express 1]

President Trump has emphasized the need for India to
increase its purchase of American-made defense
equipment and work toward a more balanced trade
relationship. He has previously criticized India’s high
tariffs on U.S. goods, and while India is open to making
concessions, there are no official plans for reciprocal
tariffs. The meeting offers a chance for India to attract
U.S. investments, particularly in technology and
defense sectors, while easing trade tensions. [The
Indian Express 2]

Immigration will also be a key focus, as the Trump
administration has intensified enforcement measures.
India has agreed to accept undocumented Indian
nationals from the U.S., with Foreign Minister
Subrahmanyam Jaishankar stressing the importance of
identity verification. Trump expressed confidence that
India would "do what is right" on the issue of deporting
illegal immigrants. This move is seen as an effort to
ease U.S. concerns over illegal migration. However,
fears of deportation have already impacted Indian
students in the U.S., many of whom have quit part-
time jobs due to risks to their visa status. [Voice of
America] [Hindustan Times 2]

The meeting also comes after groundwork laid by
Jaishankar’s discussions with U.S. Secretary of State
Marco Rubio, building on past engagements, including
Trump's 2020 visit to India. Modi, who congratulated
Trump on his second term, highlighted their shared
commitment to fostering a "mutually beneficial and
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trusted partnership." [Hindustan Times 1] [The Indian
Express 2]

Indonesia and Singapore agree to improve
parliamentary relations and bilateral
cooperation

(gk) Indonesian House of Representatives Speaker
Puan Maharani, and her Singaporean counterpart,
Seah Kian Peng met in Jakarta on January 24 and
discussed a wide range of topics, including bilateral
and parliamentary cooperation.

Maharani noted that both nations are committed to
building upon the accomplishments of the previous
governments and implementing government policies
established in the present governments. Both nations
also emphasized the need for fostering a safe, peaceful
and stable Southeast Asia. [Antara]

Indonesia and China discuss defense
cooperation

(gk) Indonesia's Defense Minister Sjafrie Sjamsoeddin
discussed defense cooperation with his Chinese
counterpart Dong Jun in Beijing, China.

Sjamsoeddin informed in a statement that transfer of
military technology, bolstering direct relations between
military personnel through soldier-to-soldier contact
will be some of the ways of enhancing cooperation
between the two nations.

Both ministers also discussed the bilateral agreement
on using dialogue to resolve problems in the region.
[Antara]

Indonesia and India discuss potential
missile deal

(aar) Indonesia and India are in discussions to bolster
their defense relationship, including a potential
agreement for Jakarta to purchase Russian-Indian
supersonic cruise missiles. Indonesian President
Prabowo Subianto, visiting New Delhi for Republic Day
celebrations, aims to enhance cooperation in security,
maritime affairs, and digital technology.
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Indonesia has been negotiating with BrahMos
Aerospace, a joint India-Russia venture, to procure
both shore-based and ship-mounted versions of the
missiles in a deal valued between USD 200 million and
USD 350 million. However, sources indicated that
discussions are ongoing, and no deal has been
finalized.

India, @ major arms importer, has recently focused on
exporting domestically produced defense equipment.
The BrahMos missile, a key part oof India’s defense
diplomacy, secured its first international sale to the
Philippines in 2022.

Rising Chinese maritime activities in the South China
Sea have driven increased defense spending across
Southeast Asia, including Indonesia. This potential deal
highlights deepening ties between Jakarta and New
Delhi in addressing regional security challenges and
advancing defense technology collaboration. [Reuters]
[The Economic Times] [US News]

Indonesia seeks talks with Thailand on
repatriation of Indonesian workers from
Myanmar

(Ip) Indonesia’s Minister for the Protection of
Indonesian Migrant Workers Abdul Kadir Karding has
unveiled that the Indonesian government is pursuing
diplomatic channels with the Thai military, particularly
the forces managing the Myanmar border, to facilitate
the repatriation of two Indonesian workers stranded in
Myanmar. He explained that his ministry is continuing
to collaborate with the police attaché, defense attaché,
and external organizations to support the repatriation
efforts.

Four Indonesian workers employed by Burmese
companies were allegedly detained in Myanmar and
subjected to various forms of torture, including
physical assaults and electric shocks. Two individuals
have been successfully repatriated to Indonesia,
arriving on January 18. However, two workers remain
stranded in Myanmar. One of them has been identified
as a former member of the Indramayu Regional
People's Representative Council, serving from 2014 to
2019. Karding did not provide further details on the
circumstances that led to this former council member
becoming stranded in Myanmar as a migrant worker.
[Antara News]
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Indonesia, Japan hold maritime drill to
monitor territorial waters

(gk) On January 24, the Japan Coast Guard (JCG) and
the Indonesian Maritime Security Agency (Bakamla)
conducted joint exercises off the coast of Jakarta to
strengthen cooperation and combat maritime crimes.
A simulated pirate chase was carried out, with both
agencies coordinating a pursuit, demonstrating their
procedural response to maritime threats. [Antara]

Indonesia and Malaysia strengthen
strategic cooperation

(gk) Indonesian President Prabowo Subianto made a
state visit to Malaysia and met Malaysian Prime
Minister (PM) Anwar Ibrahim on January 27. The
meeting resulted in an agreement to strengthen
strategic cooperation in many fields, including the
economy, energy and defense.

Anwar and Subianto agreed to strengthen cooperation
in the energy sector, by collaboration between
Petronas (state-owned Malaysian oil and gas company)
and PT Pertamina, Indonesian oil and gas company.
Discussions on cooperating in the field of trade and
investment, especially management of the palm oil
industry, were also held, with both reaffirming their
commitment to each other. [President of The Republic
of Indonesia]

Views on global geopolitical issues were also
exchanged. Both nations shared same views on
supporting the struggle for Palestinian independence
through peaceful means and expressed support for
the implementation of the two-state solution.
President Subianto welcomed Malaysia's chairmanship
of Association of Southeast Nations (ASEAN) grouping
for 2025 and hoped for greater recognition of ASEAN in
the global arena in the future. [Antara 1] [Antara 2]

Indonesia demands investigation into
shooting of migrant workers in Malaysia

(Ip) Indonesian Foreign Minister Sugiono urged the
Malaysian government to investigate the shooting
incident involving Indonesian migrant workers in
Malaysia. The shooting was reportedly carried out by
personnel from the Malaysian Maritime Enforcement
Agency (Malaysian Coast Guard).
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The incident occurred on January 24, when five
migrants resisted arrest by Malaysian Coast Guard
personnel, despite being accused of attempting to
depart Malaysia illegally by boat. The incident resulted
in one fatality and four injuries among the migrants.
[Antara News]

Indonesia clarifies speculations on
relocation of Gazans

(gk) The Indonesian Ministry of Foreign Affairs, issued a
statement clarifying that the Indonesian government
has never heard of any proposal suggesting that U.S.
President Donald Trump might relocate Palestinians
from Gaza to Indonesia.

An American news network had cited an anonymous
source claiming that the U.S. was considering
Indonesia as a temporary host country for refugees.
[NBC News]

In response, the Indonesian government has denied
any such plans or reports, clearing up the confusion.
[Ministry of Foreign Affairs of The Republic of
Indonesia, in Indonesian]

Indonesia’s Foreign Minister Sugiono
discusses with new US Secretary of State
Marco Rubio South China Sea

(gk) On January 22, Indonesian Foreign Minister
Sugiono held a phone talk with new US Secretary of
State Marco Rubio. Sugiono congratulated Rubio on
being inaugurated as the 72nd US Secretary of State
on January 21 and discussed South China Sea issues.
The ministers agreed on the importance of peace and
stability in the Indo-Pacific region.

According to a statement of the US State Department,
the two countries also recognized the importance of
US-Indonesia’s comprehensive strategic partnership in
securing a prosperous Indo-Pacific region and pledged
to deepen trade and investments ties between the
two. [U.S. Department of State] [Jakarta Globe]

Indonesia, ExxonMobil sign agreement on
petrochemical industry development
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(Ip) The Indonesian Coordinating Ministry for Economic
Affairs has signed a Memorandum of Understanding
(MoU) with ExxonMobil, under which the latter will
spend USD 10 billion to develop the petrochemical
industry and improve Carbon Capture and Storage
(CCS) technology.

This funding will help cut carbon dioxide (CO2)
emissions by 90 percent and support Indonesia's
national program of down streaming of natural
resources. It will be used to create jobs and train
Indonesian workers and local business owners on
environmental responsibility, helping them compete in
global markets. [Antara News]

Indonesia to repatriate death row convict
to France

(gk) French national Sergei Atlaoui, who has been on
death row in Indonesia since 2007 for drug offenses,
will be repatriated to his home country in February
2025. Coordinating Minister for Law, Human Rights,
Immigration, and Corrections Yusril Ihza Mahendra
announced this in a press statement following the
signing of arrangements with France’s Minister of
Justice.

Atlaoui, now 61 years old, was arrested in 2005 and
sentenced to death shortly thereafter for his role as a
chemist in a Jakarta ecstasy factory capable of
producing 100 kg (220.46 lbs) of illegal pills every week.
He was scheduled for execution in 2015 but was
granted a reprieve. [Antara] [The Guardian]

Indonesia and Finland hold a bilateral
meeting

(gk) Indonesian Foreign Minister Sugiono held a
bilateral meeting with his Finnish counterpart Elina
Valtonen, on the sidelines of the World Economic
Forum Annual Meeting 2025, in Davos, Switzerland.

Sugiono welcomed the completion of negotiations on
the Free Trade Agreement (FTA) between Indonesia
and the European Union and hoped that it would
strengthen the economic cooperation between the two
nations. He expressed interest in expanding this
cooperation further, especially in sectors such as
health, digital infrastructures and energy. He also
appreciated Finland's cooperation with ASEAN,
including the finalization of Finland's accession process
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to the Treaty of Amity and Cooperation in Southeast
Asia (TAC), that marks its formal engagement with
Southeast Asia and the ASEAN framework for peace
and cooperation.

Global issues were also discussed. Valtonen expressed
concerns over the ongoing war in Ukraine, highlighting
Finland's efforts within the framework of Finland's
Chairmanship of the Organization for Security and Co-
operation in Europe (OSCE) this year. OSCE is the
world's largest organization focusing on regional
security, with 57 member states from Europe, North
America and Asia.

On the matters of Palestine, Sugiono asked for
Finland's support to realize the two-state solution,
rebuild Gaza and support the United Nations Relief
and Works Agency for Palestine Refugees in the Near
East (UNRWA). [Ministry of Foreign Affairs of The
Republic of Indonesia]

Indonesia and Yemen hold bilateral
meeting

(gk) On the sidelines of the World Economic Forum's
Annual Meeting in Davos, Switzerland, Indonesian
Foreign Minister Sugiono held a bilateral meeting with
Yemen's Vice President Aidarous Al-Zoubaidi.

The two ministers discussed security concerns in the
Middle East and the Red Sea region. Sugion expressed
Indonesia's support for an inclusive peace process in
Yemen. He highlighted that Yemen is home to a
significant Indonesian diaspora, particularly students
living in southern Yemen, and requested the Yemeni
government's assistance in ensuring the safety of
Indonesian citizens in the country. [Ministry of Foreign
Affairs of The Republic of Indonesia, in Indonesian]

Indonesia and Saudi Arabia hold bilateral
meeting

(gk) On the sidelines of the World Economic Forum
(WEF) Annual Meeting 2025 that took place in Davos,
Switzerland, Indonesia’s Foreign Minister Sugiono met
Saudi Arabia’s Foreign Minister Prince Faisal Bin Farhan
al Saud. Both ministers discussed bilateral
cooperation, President Prabowo’s planned state visit to
Saudi’s capital Riyadh, while also discussing the
developments in Palestine. [Ministry of Foreign Affairs
of The Republic of Indonesia]
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Japan approves additional loan for
Indonesian port development

(adi) The Japanese government has approved an
additional JPY 83.4 billion (approximately USD 530
million) in low-interest loans to Indonesia for the
ongoing development of the Patimban Deep Sea Port
in West Java. This supplementary funding brings
Japan's total financial commitment to the project to
approximately JPY 220 billion.

The Patimban Deep Sea Port is a key infrastructure
initiative aimed at easing congestion at Jakarta’s
Tanjung Priok Port and bolstering Indonesia’s export
capabilities. Strategically located in Subang Regency,
about 145 kilometers from Jakarta, the portis
expected to become a vital hub for automotive
exports, benefiting Japanese manufacturers operating
in Indonesia.

The additional loan highlights Japan’s continued
support for Indonesia’s infrastructure development
and reflects the strengthening economic ties between
the two nations. The funding is expected to accelerate
the port's final construction phase, with full
operational capacity projected by 2027.

Upon completion, the port is projected to handle up to
7.5 million twenty-foot equivalent units (TEUs)
annually. This enhanced capacity is anticipated to
significantly improve Indonesia’s maritime logistics,
reduce bottlenecks, and support the country's growing
export demands.

The move aligns with Japan's broader strategy of
investing in critical infrastructure projects across
Southeast Asia to foster regional economic
connectivity and growth. [Kyodo News]

Japan’s foreign minister reaffirms
commitment to U.S. alliance

(adi) Japan's Foreign Minister Takeshi Iwaya pledged to
strengthen the nation's alliance with the United States,
emphasizing its role as the cornerstone of Japan's
diplomacy and security. Addressing the U.S. House of
Representatives on January 24 lwaya underscored the
importance of building a strong relationship of trust
with the Trump administration to navigate regional
challenges. [The Japan Times]
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This commitment follows lwaya’'s meeting with U.S.
Secretary of State Marco Rubio and National Security
Advisor Mike Waltz in Washington on January 22,
during which he emphasized Japan’s need to bolster its
defense capabilities. Iwaya highlighted the increasing
military activities of neighboring nations, particularly
China and North Korea, as key factors driving Japan's
strategic pivot toward enhanced security measures. He
conveyed that Japan has "no choice but to continue
strengthening its defense measures" in light of the
prevailing regional security dynamics.

The dialogue coincided with the commencement of
U.S. President Donald Trump'’s second term, during
which he is expected to advocate for allied nations to
increase their defense expenditures [Ministry of
Foreign Affairs of Japan] [Asia News Network] [Reuters]

In light of this demand for increased defense budget,
Prime Minister Shigeru Ishiba is preparing for
challenging negotiations with Trump to ensure the
continuation of a robust American presence in the
Asia-Pacific region. [The Japan Times]

In addition to bolstering the U.S. alliance, Japan is
enhancing its own defense capabilities and expanding
partnerships, including trilateral cooperation with
South Korea and the Philippines, as well as the Quad
alliance with Australia and India. These efforts aim to
address regional security challenges and maintain
stability in the Asia-Pacific. [AP_ News]

Laos and Japan forge Comprehensive
Strategic Partnership

(tas) Laos and Japan have elevated their bilateral
relationship to a Comprehensive Strategic Partnership,
commemorating 70 years of diplomatic ties and
fostering closer cooperation in trade, travel, and
regional development. [Prime Minister's Office, Japan]

During Lao Prime Minister Sonexay Siphandone’s
official visit to Japan, he and Japanese Prime Minister
Ishiba Shigeru signed a joint declaration to strengthen
ties on January 21. Key initiatives include Laos
extending visa-free stays for Japanese citizens to 30
days and exploring direct flights to boost tourism and
economic links. Japan reaffirmed its support through
annual Official Development Assistance (ODA) of USD
90 - 100 million for sectors like education and UXO
clearance.

The leaders also signed a grant aid agreement to
improve teacher development in Laos, reflecting a
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shared commitment to human resource development

Since 1989, Japan has invested in 93 Lao projects worth
over USD 157 million. Trade between the countries
grew by 10.4 percent in 2024 to exceed USD 255
million. [Laotian Times] [The Mainichi]

Laos, Myanmar strengthen security and
law enforcement cooperation

(tas) The 9th Bilateral Cooperation Meeting between
the Ministry of Public Security of Laos and the Ministry
of Home Affairs of Myanmar was held in Vientiane
from January 21-23, led by Lieutenant-General Yar
Pyae of Myanmar and General Vilay Lakhampong of
Laos.

The discussions focused on enhancing bilateral
cooperation in security and law enforcement,
addressing issues such as telecom fraud, cybercrime,
cross-border gambling, drug eradication, human
trafficking, and fugitive investigations. Both sides also
emphasized strengthening collaboration between
Border Liaison Offices, combating illegal trade and
trafficking under national laws, and establishing a
communication system for timely information
exchange on transnational crimes. [The Global New
Light of Myanmar]

Malaysia, Thailand hold closed-door
meeting on tackling cross-border crimes

(dgl) Malaysian Home Minister Saifuddin Nasution
Ismail has disclosed that he held a closed-door
meeting with Thailand’'s Deputy Prime Minister Anutin
Charnvirakul, during which the two ministers discussed
joint measures to address the issue of smuggling and
cross-border crime.

Nasution stressed that his ministry will strengthen
security along the Malaysia-Thailand border in
Kelantan to combat smuggling and cross-border crime,
assuring the Kelantan police’s continued support from
the Home Ministry for enhanced security efforts.

He specified that the focus is on areas along Sungai

Golok to Jeli, a border zone over 100 kilometers long
known for crimes like smuggling, human trafficking,

and drug activities. [Malay Mail]
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Malaysian university strengthens
collaboration with Thai universities to
support ASEAN chairmanship

(ga) University of Malaysia Perlis (UniMAP) has
strengthened partnerships with four Thai universities -
Walailak University, Rajamangala University of
Technology Srivijaya, Thaksin University, and Songkhla
Rajabhat University - to support Malaysia's ASEAN
Chairmanship in 2025. The collaboration focuses on
advancing academic and research initiatives, including
dual degree programs, student and staff mobility, joint
research, conferences, and internships.

UniMAP Vice-Chancellor Prof. Zaliman Sauli
emphasized the importance of higher education in
regional development, aligning with Malaysia's
"Inclusion and Sustainability" theme for its ASEAN
Chairmanship. [Bernama]

Malaysia, Vietnam sign MoU to boost halal
sector collaboration

(ga) Malaysian National Cooperative Movement
(ANGKASA) has signed a Memorandum of
Understanding (MoU) with the Vietnam Halal
Cooperative (COOPHVN) to enhance the halal sector
and strengthen cooperative ties between Malaysia and
Vietnam. The agreement was formalized during
ANGKASA's working visit to Hanoi. The MoU focuses on
promoting Malaysia's mosque and school cooperative
models to empower Vietnam’s Muslim community and
boost halal trade networks.

Since 2024, ANGKASA has supported Vietnam's halal
cooperative development through training, technical
visits, and technology sharing. The visit also included
discussions on halal certification, exposure to halal
slaughtering techniques, and the launch of a halal
shop and restaurant by COOPHVN in Hanoi. ANGKASA
aims to expand halal sector collaboration across
ASEAN, creating opportunities for Malaysian halal
products and strengthening regional economic
relations. [Bernama]

Malaysia, Uzbekistan strengthen
cooperation in MSMEs and franchise
development

(ga) Malaysia and Uzbekistan are set to enhance
cooperation in the development of micro, small, and
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medium enterprises (MSMEs) and the franchise sector.
Both countries aim to foster innovation, strengthen
economic ties, and create opportunities for dynamic
trade and investment.

Malaysia highlighted that this partnership reflects
international confidence in the country's economic
resilience and aligns with the momentum created by
Prime Minister Anwar Ibrahim's visit to Uzbekistan in
May 2024. The upcoming visit of Uzbekistan President
Shavkat Mirziyoyev to Malaysia from February 4 to 6 is
expected to further boost strategic collaborations in
trade, investment, and technology.

In 2024, Malaysia-Uzbekistan trade reached MYR
325.60 million (USD 71.03 million), making Uzbekistan
Malaysia's second-largest trading partner in Central
Asia after Kazakhstan. [Bernamal

Indonesia demands Malaysia to
investigate shooting migrants

(oc) Indonesia has urged the Malaysian government to
investigate an incident where a shooting involving the
Malaysian Maritime Enforcement Agency (MMEA)
officer killed an Indonesian migrant.

The shooting occurred on January 24 in the waters of
Selangor. The MMEA boat was conducting patrol duties
in the waters when the altercation began. Officers
identified 5 illegal Indonesian migrant workers.

Indonesian Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Judha Nugraha,
said a diplomatic note will be sent to Malaysia, urging it
necessary to investigate the matter to determine
whether excessive force was used. They have been in
dialogue will the Royal Malaysia Police who said the
individual was shot because they were suspected of
leaving Malaysia illegally.

The Selangor Police Chief, Hussein Omar Khan, said
the MMEA patrol boat was rammed 4 times by a boat
allegedly belonging to the migrants. In this sense Khan
concluded officers fired shots in self-defense.

Investigations are still underway. [Channel News Asia]

Maldives’ national carrier launches first
ever direct flights to Chinese destinations

(axc) Maldives' national carrier, Maldivian, has
launched its first-ever direct flights to Chinese
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destinations, marking, the East Asian nation the fourth
international destination, alongside Sri Lanka,
Bangladesh, and India, now offered by Maldivian.

This expansion reflects the Maldives' growing
engagement with the global community and builds on
Transport and Civil Aviation Minister Mohamed
Ameen's pledge in December to add new services to
South Africa, China, and three European destinations.
The airline’s ability to handle longer international
routes is further strengthened by the recent
acquisition of widebody Airbus A330 aircraft, enabling
direct flights to distant destinations. [the edition 1]
[the edition 2]

Mongolia, Laos to deepen economic ties

(fs) The 12th Mongolia-Laos Intergovernmental
Commission meeting took place in Laos on January 26,
with a Mongolian delegation led by the Minister of
Road and Transport Development, B. Delgersaikhan
attending it.

Representatives from the Mongolian National
Chamber of Commerce and Industry (MNCCI),
including Secretary-General B. Saruul and President L.
Turod, participated in the event. Their efforts focus on
fostering closer collaboration between the two nations'
chambers of commerce and identifying business
opportunities through high-level discussions with
Laotian officials.

Laotian entrepreneurs expressed interest in importing
Mongolian products, including leather, meat, and
vodka, with plans to leverage Laos as a gateway to
distribute these goods across ASEAN markets.

In return, Laos has indicated its readiness to export
coffee, tea, rice, and fruits to the Mongolian market,
Laotian Ambassador Khoungeun Souvannalath said.
[GoGo]

Mongolia and Italy sign agreement to
enhance aviation and transport
cooperation

(fs) Mongolia and Italy have signed an agreement to

strengthen aviation and transport ties. It was signed by
Mongolia's State Secretary of the Ministry of Roads and
Transport Batbold Sandagdorj and Italy's Deputy Prime
Minister and Minister of Foreign Affairs Antonio Tajani.
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The agreement aims to establish a legal framework for
direct flights, enhance economic relations, and expand
bilateral cooperation. It is expected to boost trade,
tourism, and freight cargo operations.

Trade between the two countries has steadily grown,
with bilateral turnover reaching USD 150-188 million
from 2022 to 2024. Mongolia primarily exports combed
wool and cashmere to Italy, which are key inputs for
Italian textile industries, and this trade volume is
anticipated to rise further.

Both nations will also collaborate on establishing an
International Road Transport Agreement and
expediting mutual recognition of driver’s licenses.
[Akipress]

Myanmar, Thailand to cooperate of online
scam eradication

(hw/nf) Myanmar military’'s second-in-command, Vice
Senior-General Soe Win, met with General Direk
Bongkarn of the Royal Thai Army on January 21 to
discuss enhancing cooperation in combating human
trafficking and the online scam industry along their
shared border. The discussions emphasized the
importance of information exchange to stabilize
border regions.

The meeting followed the Bangkok Digital Declaration,
in which ASEAN countries pledged to work together to
eliminate the online scam industry. It was adopted
during the 5th ASEAN Digital Ministers' Meeting held in
Bangkok on January 16-17. [BBC News, in Burmese]
[Global New Light of Myanmar]

Recent incidents involving Chinese celebrities being
lured into scams in Myanmar via Bangkok have caused
Chinese tourists to cancel trips to Thailand, prompting
heightened concerns.

China has also called on ASEAN nations to intensify
efforts to crack down on the scam industry, reflecting
the broader regional urgency to address these issues.
[Eleven Media, in Burmese] [Radio Free Asia, in
Burmese]

The meeting came after in a rare admission of its lack
of control over scam-prone areas, Myanmar's military
regime accused criminal syndicates near the border of
relying on resources from an unnamed neighboring
country, widely understood to be Thailand. It also
reported on the arrest and deportation of over 55,000
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foreigners, most of them Chinese nationals, associated
with fraud operations.

In contrast, the National Unity Government, along with
pro-democracy forces and the Karen National Union,
alleged that junta-aligned forces - among them the
Karen State Border Guard Force (BGF) led by Saw Chit
Thu - were protecting and supporting these scam
operations. [Irrawaddy]

Nine Hong Kong nationals trapped in
online scam compounds in Myanmar

(hw) Hong Kong's Secretary for Security, Chris Tang,
reported on January 27, that nine Hong Kong nationals
are currently trapped in online scam compounds in
Myanmar. In total, ten Hong Kong nationals have been
taken to such compounds, with nine in Myanmar and
one in Cambodia.

Tang also explained that Hong Kong officials are in
contact with all ten individuals and are coordinating
with the governments of Myanmar and Cambodia for
their rescue. In 2024, 28 Hong Kong nationals were
trafficked to Southeast Asia, of whom 18 have already
been rescued. [Radio Free Asia, in Burmese]

Myanmar humanitarian and non-
government organizations face President
Trump's halt of US foreign assistance

(hw) United States President Donald Trump's decision
to suspend foreign assistance for 90 days to put them
under review had led to operational difficulties among
both organizations running refugee camps along
Thailand-Myanmar border and organizations based
within Myanmar, according to their leaders.

The decision also caused difficulties in organizations
involved in relocating refugees to third countries. [BBC
News, in Burmese]

North Korea warns of “toughest response”
over US rejection of its sovereignty

(mc) North Korea vowed on January 26 to pursue “the
toughest counteraction” against the United States as
long as Washington continues to disregard its
sovereignty and security interests, according to a
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Foreign Ministry statement carried by the Korean
Central News Agency (KCNA). [KCNA]

The announcement follows the recent resumption of
joint air drills between South Korea and the United
States, which the North described as a “serious
challenge” to regional peace and stability. The Foreign
Ministry cited the four-day air drills at South Korea's
Wonju airbase and the trilateral air exercises with
Japan as examples of provocations undermining the
balance of power on the Korean Peninsula.

The statement comes on the heels of US President
Donald Trump's recent comments in which he called
North Korean leader Kim Jong-un a “smart man” and
expressed willingness to re-enter dialogue with
Pyongyang. [Al Jazeera]

North Korea reiterated its determination to defend its
sovereignty and security interests against growing
external threats, warning that any further military
action by Seoul, Washington or Tokyo would be met
with a “reflective counter-action.” [Yonhap News
Agency]

North Korea reportedly preparing to send
more troops to Ukraine despite heavy
losses

(mc) South Korea's Joint Chiefs of Staff (JCS) announced
on January 24 that North Korea is preparing to send
additional troops to the Ukraine conflict. This
development follows an agreement signed last year
between North Korean leader Kim Jong-un and Russian
President Vladimir Putin aimed at strengthening their
alliance against “western hegemony” through mutual
defense cooperation (see AiR No. 26, June/2024, 4).

The JCS did not disclose specific details of the North's
follow-up measures but underscored that Pyongyang
appears to be accelerating preparations for
reinforcements. According to South Korean
intelligence, at least 270 North Korean soldiers have
been killed and nearly 2,700 wounded since their
deployment to the Kursk region of Russia last fall.
Ukrainian forces also recently captured two North
Korean soldiers, one of whom claimed he was led to
believe he was participating in a training exercise. [The
Guardian] [Yonhap News Agency]

Meanwhile, US President Donald Trump has signaled
that he wants to continue dialogue with Kim Jong-un,
calling the North Korean leader “a smart man”in a
recent interview. Trump referred to previous meetings
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with Kim during his first term, including the 2018
Singapore summit and subsequent meetings aimed at
denuclearization, which ended inconclusively in 2019.
[NBC News]

Cambodia, Pakistan to expand trade and
diplomatic cooperation

(afk) Pakistan and Cambodia have agreed to take
practical steps to strengthen bilateral trade and
economic cooperation, as discussed in the inaugural
session of the Pakistan-Cambodia Joint Trade
Committee (JTC). Co-chaired by Pich Rithi, the
commerce secretary of Cambodia, and Nasir Hameed,
the additional secretary of commerce for Pakistan, the
meeting examined trade and investment prospects as
well as several industries, including banking,
agriculture, ICT, aviation, and health. To accelerate the
memorandum of understanding negotiations and
improve cooperation, both parties decided to
designate focal points that would arrange trade
delegations and facilitate business-to-business (B2B)
interactions.

To give Pakistani companies, access to regional and
international markets, the Cambodian side
emphasized the nation's market access through free
trade agreements and preferential trade practices.
Commerce Minister Jam Kamal invited Cambodian
companies to investigate prospects in tourism, textiles,
agriculture, and medicines, highlighting Pakistan's
strategic position, expanding economy, and
investment-friendly policies. Dates for the upcoming
JTC session, which will be held in Pakistan, will be
agreed upon by both parties. [The Express Tribune]
[DAWNT] [PTV World]

China’s ADM Group invests in Pakistan’s
EV sector; AJK seeks further investments
from Beijing

(Im) China's ADM Group, a prominent enterprise
specializing in advanced manufacturing and
sustainable technologies, has announced a USD 250
million investment to establish an electric vehicle (EV)
manufacturing plant in Pakistan, building on its
previous commitment of USD 350 million to the EV
sector. The plant will support Pakistan's National
Electric Vehicles Policy, which aims to transition 30
percent of passenger vehicles and heavy-duty trucks to
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electric by 2030. ADM Group plans to set up over 3,000
EV charging stations nationwide. [Arab News 1]

The initiative, part of Pakistan's push to attract foreign
investment, is expected to reduce fuel import costs
and bolster economic growth. The government has
introduced measures to facilitate this transition,
including slashing tariffs for EV charging stations and
proposing financing schemes for e-bikes.

Meanwhile, Azad Jammu and Kashmir (AJK), a self-
governing territory under Pakistan’s administration,
has sought additional Chinese investments in mining,
tourism, and infrastructure. AJK President Sultan
Mahmood Chaudhry invited Chinese companies,
including Yunnan Sunny Road and Bridge Company, to
explore economic opportunities in the region. AJK, part
of the disputed Kashmir territory, is known for its
natural resources, such as rubies and other minerals,
as well as its scenic landscapes. Chinese investments in
AJK under the China-Pakistan Economic Corridor
(CPEC) already include hydropower projects and a
Special Economic Zone in Mirpur. [Arab News 2]

Pakistan walks diplomatic tightrope
between China and United States

(Im/mra) Pakistan’s Interior Minister Mohsin Naqvi has
recently found himself walking a diplomatic tightrope
during his visit to Washington, D.C. His mission was
twofold: to strengthen counterterrorism cooperation
with the new U.S. administration while also
safeguarding Pakistan's deep and longstanding
relationship with China. Naqvi's visit comes at a time
when Pakistan faces escalating militant threats,
strained relations with Afghanistan, and an urgent
need to bolster ties with the United States to address
these challenges.

A significant moment during Naqvi's visit was the
emergence of reports alleging his participation in an
anti-China event organized by the New Federal State of
China (NFSC)—a group of exiled Chinese dissidents
and activists opposed to the Chinese Communist Party
(CCP). These reports caused some diplomatic stir, but
Naqvi swiftly rejected the claims, labeling them
"propaganda." He clarified that he had attended an
event hosted by the public relations firm Gunster
Strategies, rather than any gathering that could be
considered anti-China. [Arab News 1]

Pakistan’s partnership with China
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This clarification is important as Pakistan relies heavily
on its strategic partnership with China, especially with
Beijing's USD 65 billion investment under the China-
Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC). The relationship
with China remains vital for Pakistan’s economic and
security interests, and Naqvi's denial underscores
Islamabad's need to balance its growing ties with the
U.S. with its longstanding alliance with Beijing.

Gwadar, a small port city in Pakistan’'s Balochistan
province, is central to CPEC, with the latest
development in this initiative, the opening of Pakistan’s
largest airport in Gwadar, has sparked mixed
reactions, with the project drawing both praise for its
potential economic benefits and criticism over growing
local unrest.

On January 20, the first flight landed at the newly
constructed USD 230 million airport, a significant
achievement that Pakistan’s government hailed as a
milestone for national prosperity. Defence Minister
Khawaja Muhammad Asif described the airport as a
symbol of the "cooperation between Pakistan and
China." Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif emphasized the
national economic benefits of the newly launched
Gwadar International Airport, stressing its positive
impact not only on Balochistan but also on the entire
country's economy. [DAWN] [PTV]

Despite these ambitious goals, the Gwadar project has
faced mounting resistance from local communities,
particularly in Balochistan, a region that has long been
mired in ethnic and political tensions. Locals have
expressed concerns over the lack of consultation with
them, as well as fears that the Chinese presence in the
region could lead to further exploitation of resources
and disregard for local interests. Terror attacks and
local insurgencies have increasingly targeted Chinese
nationals and infrastructure projects in Balochistan,
contributing to growing tensions around the CPEC
projects. [The Guardian]

Against this backdrop, the Chief of the Pakistani Navy,
Admiral Naveed Ashraf, recently pledged to take "all
possible measures" to ensure the security of Gwadar
Port and the broader CPEC initiative. [China Daily]

U.S.-Pakistan Counterterrorism Cooperation

Meanwhile, at the core of Naqvi's visit to Washington is
Pakistan's escalating security challenges. The country
has seen a significant rise in militant attacks,
particularly in its western provinces, after the collapse
of a truce with the Pakistani Taliban in late 2022.
Islamabad has accused Afghanistan’s Taliban-led
government of harboring militants, a claim Kabul
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vehemently denies. In his discussions with U.S.
lawmakers, Naqvi stressed the need for closer
counterterrorism collaboration, framing the fight
against global terrorism as a shared responsibility
between the two nations.

Beyond security issues, Naqvi also used his visit to
promote Pakistan's economic prospects. In meetings
with the U.S. Chamber of Commerce and the U.S.-
Pakistan Business Council, he highlighted Pakistan’s
improving economic indicators and invited U.S.
investors to explore opportunities in the country's
burgeoning IT and mining sectors. [Arab News 2]

While Pakistan remains eager to deepen U.S. relations,
officials noted challenges stemming from Washington’s
scrutiny of Islamabad human rights record and
democracy. In particular, domestic political
sensitivities, including U.S. criticisms over the
detention of former Prime Minister Imran Khan, have
shaped Pakistan’s cautious approach to diplomatic
overtures. [The Express Tribune] [DAWN]

Pakistan advocates for concessional
financing to aid energy transition at UN

(Im) At a session marking the International Day of
Clean Energy on January 26, Pakistan called for global
policies that support developing nations in their
transition to clean energy. The event, held at the
United Nations (UN) headquarters in New York, was
co-sponsored by Pakistan and organized by the Group
of Friends of Energy, an informal coalition dedicated to
promoting sustainable energy access and development
worldwide.

Ambassador Usman Jadoon, Pakistan's deputy
permanent representative to the UN, emphasized that
developing countries often face financial constraints
that prevent them from investing in costly energy
projects. He urged the international community to
provide enhanced access to finance to help these
countries meet global energy transition goals.

Pakistan, despite contributing less than 1 percent of
global greenhouse gas emissions, is one of the most
climate-vulnerable nations. The country's call highlights
the urgent need for concessional financing to help
achieve a shift from fossil fuels, which account for 75
percent of global greenhouse gas emissions, to cleaner
energy sources such as wind and solar.

The UN-backed event aligned with global efforts to
reduce carbon emissions and limit global warming to
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1.5 degrees Celsius, a target vital to preventing
catastrophic climate impacts. [Arab News]

Pakistan secures USD 1 billion loans amid
funding search; World Bank criticizes lack
of reform

(sn) Pakistan has secured loans valued at USD 1 billion
from two separate Middle Eastern banks. The news
was announced by Pakistan’s Finance Minister,
Muhammad Aurangzeb, who added that the short-
term loans would allow Pakistan to boost its financial
capabilities. Two-term sheets were signed at a 6-7
percent interest rate, with one assigned for trade
financing and another for bilateral activities. The
nation continues to seek funding, particularly amidst
the first scheduled International Monetary Fund (IMF)
review, which will take place in late February. [Arab
News 1]

The IMF loan in discussion was signed in September
2024 and was valued at roughly USD 7 billion. The loan
includes a clause requiring periodic reviews to ensure
economic stability is appropriately financed. In
response to the upcoming IMF review, Aurangzeb
stated: “I do think we are in good stead for that
review.” The IMF provides financial assistance to
address structural weaknesses in countries with
serious financial deficiencies. [Reuters]

The USD 1 billion loans follow the World Bank's recent
decision to enter a US 20 billion lending partnership,
with a total commitment of USD 40 billion, due to an
additional USD 20 billion through the International
Finance Corporation (IFC). The Country Partnership
Framework (CPF) was created to support private sector
developments and aid Pakistan’s deficiencies, including
a debt-endangered energy sector, persistent child
malnutrition, and lacking education reform. [Arab
News 2]

The Vice President for the World Bank’s South Asia
division, Martin Raiser, called on Pakistan to
implement more long-standing reforms in key sectors,
including water, energy, and revenue collection. Raiser
commented on the importance of the long-term CFP
with Pakistan, as the World Bank can tackle more
significant challenges, including implementing climate
reform.

Raiser criticized the government's inefficient energy
sector, adding that expanding renewable energy and
hydropower sectors would improve services and bring
costs down. The VP highlighted Pakistan's expensive
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energy contracts and the inefficiencies in power supply
that have damaged the economy. Comments were also
made on necessary tax and water sector reforms,
which the World Bank hopes to facilitate. [DAWN]

Prime Minister Shebaz Sharif commented on the CPF
with the World Bank, acknowledging the risk that the
organization was taking in their long-term engagement
with Pakistan. Sharif commended the projects being
undertaken, including future-oriented reforms relating
to hydropower, water management, and Pakistan's
economy. The PM reaffirmed Pakistan's commitment
to the CPF yet called for a joint consensus among
politicians and bureaucrats to ensure that the
ambitious targets set by the World Bank could be
achieved. [Dawn 2]

Finance Minister Aurangzeb published an exclusive
article with the World Economic Forum (WEF) as part of
the annual meeting in Davos to secure further funding.
Aurangzeb stated: “Global stakeholders are invited to
support Pakistan’s journey by investing in priority
sectors such as agriculture, IT, renewable energy,
mining and minerals, textiles and apparel, and
pharmaceuticals while capitalizing on Special Economic
Zones (SEZs).”

The publication also provided Aurangzeb's thoughts on
necessary reforms, Pakistan’s path to recovery, and the
challenges that remain despite Pakistan's progress,
including their reliance on external assistance, which
Aurangzeb attributed to structural inefficiencies in key
sectors. [World Economic Forum]

Pakistan launches new shipping line to
Europe

(Im) Pakistan has joined the India North Europe
Express (INX), a weekly shipping service launched by
South Korean shipping company HMM, in collaboration
with Ocean Network Express (ONE) and Pakistan's
United Marine Agencies (UMA). The service, set to
begin operations from Karachi on February 5, will
provide Pakistan direct access to Europe, facilitating
timely delivery of goods to European ports and
enhancing regional connectivity.

The INX service will link Karachi to major European
ports, including London Gateway, Rotterdam,
Hamburg, and Antwerp, with a port rotation covering
Western India and Sri Lanka as well. The fleet will
operate with 6,000 TEU container ships, completing a
turnaround in just 11 weeks.
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Vice Admiral Faisal Abbasi, commander of the Pakistan
Navy in Karachi, highlighted Pakistan's strategic
location at the crossroads of Central Asia, Southwest
Asia, and the Arabian Gulf, making it a crucial maritime
hub. He noted that sea lines of communication
facilitate 75 percent of international trade,
underscoring the importance of expanding maritime
activities.

The INX service is part of Pakistan's broader efforts to
recover from its economic challenges, which include
securing a USD 7 billion loan from the International
Monetary Fund (IMF) in 2023. The country has been
actively pursuing trade and investment opportunities
to strengthen its economy, including launching a
feeder service in collaboration with Dubai-based DP
World and finalizing a freight corridor project linking
Karachi Port to the Pipri Marshalling Yard. [Arab News]

Pakistan Navy assumes command of
multinational counter-piracy task force in
Gulf of Aden

(afk) The Pakistan Navy has assumed leadership of
Combined Task Force 151 (CTF 151), a multinational
unit under the Combined Maritime Forces (CMF)
dedicated to countering piracy in the Gulf of Aden.
[Global Defense Insight] [Ministry of Broadcasting and
Information]

CTF 151, established in 2009, plays a crucial role in
safeguarding international maritime routes in
collaboration with the European Union Naval Force
(EUNAVFOR). Under Turkey's leadership since July
2024, the task force conducted joint exercises and
patrols to improve interoperability among participating
nations. Pakistan’s leadership brings advanced
resources, including Oliver Hazard Perry-class frigates,
Zulfiquar-class frigates, and P-3C Orion maritime patrol
aircraft, which are expected to strengthen operational
effectiveness.

The Gulf of Aden, historically a piracy hotspot, has seen
a resurgence of threats since 2023, exacerbated by
regional instability and economic challenges. Incidents
such as the January 2024 rescue of a hijacked Iranian
fishing vessel by the Indian Navy highlight ongoing
vulnerabilities. In response, international initiatives,
including the extension of the EU's Operation Atalanta
and enhanced collaboration within CTF 151, aim to
secure vital trade corridors. [United States Navy]
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Afghan refugees in Pakistan face
uncertainty as US President Trump
suspends refugee admissions

(Im) Afghan refugees in Pakistan are facing despair
following U.S. President Donald Trump's executive
order pausing refugee admissions for at least 90 days,
effectively halting relocation plans for approximately
10,000 Afghans approved for entry to the United
States. Tens of thousands of applications still in
process have also been frozen, leaving many in limbo.

The U.S. withdrawal from Afghanistan in 2021
triggered a mass exodus of Afghans, particularly those
who worked with U.S. forces or the U.S.-backed
government, as they fled Taliban reprisals and severe
restrictions on women's rights. Many sought refuge in
Pakistan, where they began the lengthy resettlement
process. Trump's order, citing the United States'
inability to absorb large numbers of migrants, has now
left many stranded in Islamabad, including women
escaping Taliban government curbs on education and
public life.

Campaigners and advocates argue that the U.S. owes a
moral obligation to these individuals. Some refugees
have expressed despair, stating they cannot return to
Afghanistan, where the Taliban government’'s amnesty
has been undermined by reports of human rights
abuses, including summary executions and enforced
disappearances.

The situation is further complicated by Pakistan's
eviction campaign against undocumented Afghans,
which has led to widespread harassment and the
deportation of 800,000 Afghans since October 2023.
Refugees awaiting resettlement report living in dire
conditions, caught between an uncertain future
abroad and the dangers of returning to Afghanistan.
[Arab News]

Sri Lanka repatriates 41 Indian fishermen

(Im) Sri Lanka has repatriated 41 Indian fishermen who
had been detained by the Sri Lankan Navy for
inadvertently trespassing into Sri Lankan waters.

The issue of fishermen frequently crossing maritime
boundaries is a sensitive topic in India-Sri Lanka
relations, with both countries' fishermen being
regularly arrested for straying into each other's waters.
[The Indian Express]
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US Supreme Court clears extradition of
2008 Mumbai terrorist attack convict

(Im) The US Supreme Court has cleared the way for the
extradition of Tahawwur Rana, a Canadian national of
Pakistani origin, to India for his alleged involvement in
the 2008 Mumbai terrorist attacks, known as 26/11.
This follows the court's denial on January 21 of Rana’s
final petition for relief, a "petition for a writ of
certiorari," marking the end of his legal options in the
United States. Rana, 64, has previously lost legal
battles in lower courts, including the US Court of
Appeals for the Ninth Circuit in San Francisco.

The Mumbai attacks, carried out by 10 Pakistani
terrorists, resulted in the deaths of 166 people,
including six Americans, during a 60-hour siege at
prominent locations in the city. Rana is accused of
assisting his associate, David Coleman Headley, a
Pakistani-American terrorist and one of the key
conspirators of the attacks. While Rana argued that he
had been tried and acquitted in the United States on
related charges, US authorities noted that some of the
offenses India seeks to try him for, including forgery in
Reserve Bank of India applications, were not part of his
US trial. [India TV]

Following the Supreme Court's decision, a four-
member team from India’s National Investigation
Agency (NIA) is preparing to travel to the United States
on January 30 to complete extradition formalities. [The
Indian Express]

Pakistan, Turkiye discuss enhancing
training and job opportunities

(Im) Pakistan's Religious Affairs Minister, Chaudhry
Salik Hussain, met with Turkish Ambassador Irfan Nazir
Oglu in Islamabad to discuss bilateral cooperation in
modern technical education and expanding job
opportunities for skilled Pakistani workers in Turkiye.
The meeting emphasized strengthening ties between
the two countries, which already share collaboration in
sectors such as trade, defense, media, and the
economy.

The discussion highlighted the significant role of
overseas Pakistanis, including those in Turkiye, in
supporting Pakistan's fragile USD 350 billion economy
through foreign remittances. In 2024, overseas
Pakistanis sent a record USD 3.1 billion in remittances,
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with approximately 600,000 Pakistanis going abroad
for employment that year.

During the meeting, Ambassador Oglu reaffirmed
Turkiye's commitment to increasing job opportunities
for Pakistani workers and supplying machinery to
Pakistani industries. He also emphasized the potential
for increasing joint investments and trade volume,
which the two countries aim to expand to USD 5
billion.

Hussain stressed the importance of establishing better
banking channels between Pakistan and Turkiye to
promote mutual trade. The meeting concluded with
agreements to collaborate on technical education and
expanding skilled employment opportunities. [Arab
News]

Pakistan and Azerbaijan hold fourth
round of bilateral political consultations

(mra) Islamabad hosted the fourth round of Pakistan-
Azerbaijan Bilateral Political Consultations, with
Pakistan's Foreign Secretary leading the delegation and
Azerbaijan represented by Deputy Foreign Minister
Elnur Mammadov. Discussions covered a wide range of
areas, including political, economic, energy, education,
and cultural cooperation, alongside global issues like
the situation in Indian lllegally Occupied Jammu and
Kashmir and developments in the Middle East.

Both sides expressed satisfaction with their growing
ties and pledged to strengthen collaboration further.
The next consultations will be held in Azerbaijan on
mutually agreed dates. [Ministry of Foreign Affairs
Pakistan]

Pakistan army claims killing Afghan
militant linked to ‘terrorism’ in border
province

(Im/afk/tj) Pakistani security forces have reportedly
killed an Afghan national in the Sambaza area of Zhob
district, Balochistan province, accusing him of
involvement in terrorism within Pakistan. The Pakistani
military cited this as "irrefutable evidence" of Afghan
nationals' involvement in cross-border militancy and
urged Afghanistan’s Taliban-led government to act
against militants operating from its soil. However,
Afghan authorities have consistently denied harboring
insurgents and assert that they do not allow their
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territory to be used for attacks against other nations.
[Arab News 1]

Relations between Pakistan and Afghanistan have
deteriorated in recent months, marked by a rise in
militant attacks that Islamabad blames on insurgents
operating from Afghanistan. Conversely, Kabul accuses
Pakistan of hosting and assisting Daesh training camps
- claims Islamabad recently denied as "weird
propaganda."

Clashes between the two countries’ border forces have
further strained ties, with both sides accusing each
other of provocations. In December 2024, Pakistani
airstrikes in Afghanistan's Paktika province reportedly
killed 46 civilians, while Afghan forces retaliated by
targeting points in Pakistan. [Arab News 2]

Amid heightened tensions, Khyber Pakhtunkhwa Chief
Minister Ali Amin Gandapur announced plans to send a
provincial delegation to Kabul within two weeks to
discuss cross-border militancy and other issues.
Gandapur also revealed plans for a second delegation
comprising tribal leaders to engage with Afghan
authorities, expressing confidence in their willingness
to cooperate. [Arab News 3]

However, compounding tensions, Pakistan’s
deportation drive against illegal immigrants, launched
in November 2023, has disproportionately affected
Afghan nationals, with at least 800,000 repatriated to
date. Despite Kabul's denials of state complicity in
cross-border militancy, Islamabad continues to
pressure Afghanistan to address the issue, while
exploring diplomatic channels like the upcoming
delegation from Khyber Pakhtunkhwa.

On a more positive note, the Taliban has conditionally
agreed to allow Afghan girls to pursue higher
education in Pakistan, with the stipulation that their
male guardians are granted visas to accompany them.
This agreement comes as hundreds of Afghan
students, including more than 5,000 females,
participated in entrance exams for graduate,
postgraduate, and Ph.D. programs at Pakistani
universities. [Voice of America]

Pakistan, Oman strengthen maritime
cooperation with joint exercise

(afk) Pakistan and Oman have conducted a joint naval
exercise to bolster the interoperability between their
forces, with Pakistan Navy ships Tabuk and Rah
Naward visiting Port Sultan Qaboos in Muscat.
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Upon arrival at Port Sultan Qaboos, Pakistan Navy's
commanding officers held discussions with their
Omani counterparts, including the Royal Navy of
Oman'’s Director-General of Operations and Plans, as
well as leaders from the Maritime Security Center and
Said bin Sultan naval base. These meetings focused on
enhancing Navy-to-Navy engagements and improving
cooperation in maritime security. [Arab News]

Pakistan, Saudi Arabia continue to
strengthen economic relations

(Im/sn) Pakistan and Saudi Arabia have agreed to
strengthen their financial and economic relations after
a meeting between Pakistan’s Finance Minister
Muhammad Aurangzeb and his Saudi counterpart. The
meeting was held on the sidelines of the World
Economic Forum (WEF) summit. It included a briefing
on Pakistan’s structural reforms, including the
regulatory improvements and fiscal policies influencing
Pakistan’s financial landscape and the recent increase
in viable investment opportunities.

The reaffirmed commitment is another signal of the
strong economic relations between the nations, who
signed 34 agreements worth USD 2.8 billion in October
2024. The 34 Memorandum of Understanding (MoUs)
went to key Pakistani sectors, including agricultural
exports and the construction of new healthcare
facilities. [Arab News PK] [DAWN]

In related news, Aurangzeb met with the Saudi
National Bank Chairman, Saeed bin Mohammed Al-
Ghamdi, to discuss a continued partnership between
the respective banking sectors. The meeting was also
held on the sideline of the WEF summit and consisted
of a briefing on Pakistani affairs, including the
economic implementations that have improved
Pakistan's financial stability. [Arab News PK 2]

The meeting was followed by a USD 15 million finance
agreement that was made between Pakistan’s Bank
Alfalah and the Saudi Export-Import Bank. The credit
line will allow Saudi Arabia to increase their access to
Pakistani markets, increase the competitiveness of
Saudi non-oil exports, and diversify trade options
between the nations. The head of investment banking
at Bank Alfalah stated: “The financing line will enable
Pakistani companies to access high-quality products in
the Kingdom and will also enhance the volume of trade
exchange between the two countries.” [Arab News 1]

In separate news, Pakistan's Foreign Minister Ishaq Dar
has revealed that 7,208 Pakistani prisoners were
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released from Saudi prisons between 2019 and 2024.
This includes 2,107 individuals freed following a
directive by Saudi Crown Prince Mohammed bin
Salman during his 2019 visit to Pakistan, granted in
response to a request from the then Pakistani
government.

Dar's statement, issued in response to a query by
Senator Dr. Zarga Suharwardy Taimur, highlighted that
2,907 of the released individuals were under the
jurisdiction of Pakistan's Embassy in Riyadh, while
4,301 were handled by the Consulate General in
Jeddah. However, due to the continuous inflow and
outflow of prisoners, the exact number of those
benefiting from the Crown Prince's clemency remains
unclear.

The foreign minister also disclosed that approximately
23,456 Pakistanis are currently imprisoned worldwide,
with the majority detained in Saudi Arabia (12,156) and
the UAE (5,292). The news illustrates the growing
strength of Pakistan’s ties with Saudi Arabia. [Arab
News 2]

Pakistan seeks extradition of real estate
tycoon from United Arab Emirates over
graft charges

(Im/afk) Pakistan is reaching out to the United Arab
Emirates (UAE) to extradite Malik Riaz Hussain, a
prominent real estate tycoon and chairman of Bahria
Town Limited, in connection with a land graft case
involving former Prime Minister Imran Khan. Hussain is
accused of illegally occupying state and private lands to
develop housing societies without proper regulatory
approvals, as reported by state-run media.

Hussain, one of Pakistan's wealthiest businessmen, is
co-accused in a case that recently saw Khan sentenced
to 14 years in prison and his wife, Bushra Khan, to
seven years, for allegedly receiving land as a "gift" from
Hussain in exchange for political favors during Khan's
premiership (2018-2022). Both Khan and Hussain have
denied any wrongdoing, with Khan claiming the land
transaction was solely for trusteeship purposes. [Arab
News]

Defense Minister Khawaja Asif emphasized that
neither the judicial system nor political forces would
shield Hussain from accountability, adding that his
extradition is being pursued under Pakistan's treaty
with the UAE. Asif also noted that other cases against
Hussain, including illegal land occupations and
unregulated construction activities, will be actively
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pursued. The NAB has further cautioned the public
against investing in Hussain’s Dubai-based luxury
apartment project, citing concerns about potential
money laundering and criminal proceedings. [The
Nation] [DAWN]

Hussain, among Pakistan's wealthiest businessmen,
has faced scrutiny for decades over non-transparent
financial transactions related to Bahria Town projects
in Karachi, Rawalpindi, and other cities. NAB alleges
that these activities involved deceptive practices and
land-grabbing, significantly impacting Pakistan's
economic landscape. Hussain has labeled recent NAB
actions, including office raids, as "bullying" on social
media, although he provided no specifics about the
alleged pressure. [Arab News]

Philippines, new US administration
reaffirm ‘ironclad’ alliance

(alm/elr) The Philippines and the United States - now
for a second time under President Donald Trump's
leadership - reaffirmed their "ironclad" alliance during
recent high-level meetings and calls between officials
of both nations. This reaffirmation comes as U.S.
President Donald Trump signed an executive order
suspending foreign aid programs for 90 days to ensure
alignment with U.S. foreign policy goals. [Al Jazeera]
[Manila Standard]

Newly-appointed U.S. Secretary of State Marco Rubio
discussed China's "dangerous and destabilizing
actions" in the South China Sea with Philippine Foreign
Affairs Secretary Enrique Manalo, underscoring
Washington's commitment to defending the
Philippines under their Mutual Defense Treaty. The
discussions included expanding security cooperation,
addressing regional tensions, and reinforcing trilateral
partnerships with Japan to bolster regional stability
and secure vital supply chains. [Reuters 1]

Philippine Defense Secretary Gilberto Teodoro also
met with U.S. National Security Adviser Mike Waltz at
the White House, marking one of the first official
engagements with the new U.S. administration. Both
sides highlighted shared interests in upholding
freedom of navigation, addressing geopolitical
challenges, and advancing mutual security activities in
the Indo-Pacific region.

These discussions occur amid rising tensions in the
South China Sea, where China continues to assert its
expansive claims, often clashing with Philippine
vessels. The meetings emphasized deepening bilateral
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defense cooperation and addressing China's
aggressive actions while exploring enhanced military
modernization efforts for the Philippines.

Furthermore, officials from both countries are working
to arrange a meeting between Philippine President
Ferdinand Marcos Jr. and U.S. President Donald Trump,
signaling a shared intent to strengthen diplomatic,
economic, and security ties under the new U.S.
administration. [PhilStar]

In notable related updates, the U.S. military has
relocated its advanced Typhon missile launchers from
Laoag Airfield in the Philippines to an undisclosed
location on Luzon island, intensifying regional
geopolitical tensions.

Originally deployed to the Philippines in April last year,
the Typhon system is capable of launching Tomahawk
and SM-6 missiles with ranges reaching thousands of
kilometers, targeting key military installations in China
and other strategic locations. The move is part of
Washington's strategy to enhance anti-ship and multi-
domain capabilities in the Indo-Pacific amid escalating
maritime disputes with China. To this end, the system
has been a vital component in joint military exercises
such as Salaknib and Balikatan.

Although Washington has clarified that the missile
launchers are not permanently stationed in the
Philippines, their presence has drawn sharp criticism
from China and Russia, both of whom accuse the US of
escalating an arms race in the region.

Philippine officials highlighted that the relocation was
carried out in close collaboration with U.S. authorities,
aligning with their longstanding defense agreements.
Moreover, despite opposition from China, Philippine
defense officials have shown interest in acquiring
similar missile technology for national defense, a
reflection of the growing security partnership between
Manila and Washington. [ABS-CBN 1] [Reuters 2]

At the same time, a recent decision by the US to freeze
nearly all foreign aid - sparing only emergency food
assistance and military funding for Israel and Egypt -
has raised concerns in the Philippines, which is the
largest recipient of US military aid in the Indo-Pacific
region. [ABS-CBN 2]

French carrier strike group to make first
port call to Philippines in late February


https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-sjikkjl-l-hrj/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-sjikkjl-l-hrt/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-sjikkjl-l-hri/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-sjikkjl-l-hrd/

(elr) The French Navy aircraft carrier Charles de Gaulle
and its Carrier Strike Group are set to make a historic
port call to the Philippines by late February, marking
the first such visit to the country. Announced by French
Ambassador Marie Fontanel, the visit underscores
growing maritime security and defense relations
between France and the Philippines.

The Carrier Strike Group, which departed France in
November 2024, is currently participating in the La
Perouse 2025 exercise alongside naval forces from
countries like the United States, Indonesia, Singapore,
and Malaysia. These drills, which began on January 23
and are being held in across three critical maritime
passages in Southeast Asia, focus on maritime safety
and security. Before arriving in the Philippines, the
French strike group will also conduct joint exercises
with the United States in the Philippine Sea under the
Pacific Steller initiative. While Filipino forces have been
invited to participate, their involvement is still being
finalized.

The visit aligns with a 2023 letter of intent between
France and the Philippines to strengthen defense
cooperation. Discussions are ongoing for a Status of
Visiting Forces Agreement (SOVFA) between the two
nations, reflecting France’'s commitment to regional
stability. France has actively enhanced maritime
collaboration with the Philippines, participating in the
Balikatan exercise in 2024 and establishing a defense
mission in Manila. [Manila Bulletin] [Philippine News
Agency] [Rappler]

Philippines and Oman conclude 5th
Bilateral Talks

(Im) The Philippines and Oman convened the 5th Joint
Bilateral Consultation Meeting on January 21 in Manila,
marking the 45th anniversary of their diplomatic
relations. The meeting, led by Philippine Foreign Affairs
Undersecretary for Bilateral Relations and ASEAN
Affairs Ma. Theresa Lazaro and Omani Undersecretary
for Political Affairs Sheikh Khalifa bin Ali bin Issa Al
Harthy, is part of a series of regular consultations since
2014.

Discussions covered a wide range of topics, including
political and economic cooperation, archaeology,
technology, higher education, tourism, labor,
migration, and maritime issues. Lazaro expressed
gratitude to Oman'’s Sultan Haitham bin Tarik for
facilitating the release of 17 Filipino crew members of
MV Galaxy, who were held captive by Houthi rebels for
over a year.


https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-sjikkjl-l-hrh/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-sjikkjl-l-hrk/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-sjikkjl-l-hrk/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-sjikkjl-l-hru/

The officials also exchanged updates on regional
developments, with Sheikh Khalifa providing insights
on the Middle East and Lazaro briefing on the South
China Sea. Both sides agreed to hold the next meeting
in Oman on a mutually agreed date. [Manila Times]

17 Filipinos seafarers freed after year-long
captivity in Yemen

(elr) Seventeen Filipino seafarers, held hostage in
Yemen for over a year following the November 2023
hijacking of the MV Galaxy Leader by Yemeni rebels in
the Red Sea, have been freed. Part of a 25-member
crew taken captive in retaliation for Israel's military
actions in Gaza, their release was made possible
through the mediation efforts of the Sultanate of
Oman. [Inquirer.net]

UAE contributes USD 2 million to
Seychelles’ disaster fund, donates medical
equipment

(axc) During the Abu Dhabi Sustainability Week 2025,
President Wavel Ramkalawan of Seychelles held
discussions with Sheikh Mohammed bin Zayed Al
Nahyan, President of the United Arab Emirates. The
UAE demonstrated its continued support by donating
USD 2 million to Seychelles' 7th December Disaster
Fund, established following a major disaster in
Seychelles on December 7, 2019, and pledging
substantial medical equipment and supplies to
strengthen the nation's healthcare system. [State
House]

South Korea, US pledge close cooperation
on North Korea, emphasize resilience

(mc/jb) South Korean Foreign Minister Cho Tae-yul and
US Secretary of State Marco Rubio held their first
telephone conversation on January 23, reaffirming
their commitment to strengthen bilateral ties and
cooperate closely on North Korea's nuclear issues.

The conversation took place after US President Donald
Trump was inaugurated at the beginning of the week.
During the meeting, the two ministers discussed key
issues, including the denuclearization of North Korea
and trilateral cooperation with Japan to address
regional security concerns.
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Rubio invited Cho to visit the US for face-to-face talks
and both sides agreed to coordinate details for an
early meeting in Washington. [Yonhap News Agency]
[US Department of State]

Meanwhile, the leader of South Korea's main
opposition Democratic Party, Lee Jae Myung, met with
the US ambassador to South Korea, Joseph Yun, at the
National Assembly a day previously on January 22,
where Lee underlined the importance of maintaining
the alliance between the two countries.

Top US leaders have repeatedly expressed their belief
in the robustness of South Korea’'s democracy during
the political crisis that has ensued since President
Yoon's failed imposition of martial law, said Lee. He
also held hope for both nations to continue working in
concert to deepen their bilateral ties and maintain
regional security.

Yun, in turn, expressed his eagerness to work on
bilateral relations, which he assured Lee will be
resilient despite the political turmoil engulfing South
Korea.

The sentiment comes at a time when President Donald
Trump issued a Presidential Directive to the US
Department of State to bring all branches of the
government under an “America First foreign policy”
that would essentially prioritize American economic
and political interests. [The Korea Times] [The White
House]

South Korea and Estonia to deepen
defense and arms cooperation

(fn) South Korean Acting Defense Minister Kim Seon-ho
met with Estonian Defense Minister Hanno Pevkur on
January 27 in Seoul to emphasize the strategic
partnership between their countries, driven by shared
security interests and regional security concerns.

Kim highlighted the progress in bilateral cooperation in
the cybersecurity sector and proposed expanding this
collaboration into other areas. The two ministers
discussed ways to strengthen cooperation in defense
and the arms industry, agreeing to maintain close
communication in these fields. Kim also briefed Pevkur
on South Korea's weapons systems, including the K9
self-propelled howitzer, which Estonia has

acquired. Both sides also agreed to promote personnel
exchanges and joint training programs.
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During the meeting, they expressed concerns over the
deepening military alignment between North Korea
and Russia, emphasizing the negative impact it could
have on security in both the Korean Peninsula and
Europe. They jointly called for an immediate cessation
of such cooperation. [Yonhap News Agency]

In an interview during his visit, Pevkur unveiled that
Estonia is considering purchasing military equipment
and artillery systems arms from South Korea, in
addition to the existing acquisition of K9 self-propelled
howitzers from South Korean defense contractor
Hanwha.

Estonia first signed an agreement in 2018 to purchase
155mm K9 howitzers, joining countries such as
Australia, Turkiye, and Poland. The country has
received 24 units so far and expects 12 more by next
year. [AA]

South Korean foreign minister condemns
Russia-North alliance in phone call with
EU foreign affairs head

(jb) In a phone call on January 22 with the High
Representative of the European Union for Foreign
Affairs and Security Policy, Kaja Kallas, South Korea's
Foreign Minister Cho Tae-yul agreed to work with the
EU to inhibit the Russia-North Korea security alliance.
[The Korea Times]

Cho and Kallas underscored the illegality of North
Korea's troop dispatch to Russia to support it in its war
against Ukraine (see AR No. 43, October/2024, 4) and
agreed to prevent the alliance from proliferating.

South Korean government divests 88
percent stake in Mexican copper mine

(jb) The public entity Korea Mine Rehabilitation and
Mineral Resources Corporation (KOMIR), responsible
for supporting the growth of the South Korean mining
industry, announced that it will be divesting its 88.06
percent stake in the Boleo copper mine in Baja
California Sur, Mexico, with bidding to begin on
February 6. KOMIR holds its stake jointly with domestic
companies, where it initially invested USD 1.47 billion
in 2008. [The Chosun Daily]

El Boleo is operated entirely by private company
Minera y Metalurgica del Boleo (MMB) which processes
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copper, cobalt and zinc ore among other minerals.
KOMIR engaged in talks with MMB to divest the mine
as part of its move to offload overseas assets including
its 25 percent joint interest Narrabri and Toganos coal
mines in Australia.

KOMIR's stake in the coal mines are jointly held with
Hyosung and Dongbu, private South Korean
construction companies. However, KOMIR still retains
an 82.25 percent interest in Australia’s Wallarah coal
mine in New South Wales, where it is involved in the
development of the mine and not coal production as
was the case with the former two coking coal mines.
[Chosun Biz]

KOMIR not only works on mineral production but also
in maintenance of mineral and mining supply chains,
the management of which has become complicated
following their investment in various mines worldwide.
[KOMIR]

Sri Lankan government reviews Adani
wind power project, denies cancellation
claims

(Im) Reports of Sri Lanka canceling the Adani Group's
USD 400 million wind power projects in Mannar and
Pooneryn have been refuted by both the government
and the Adani Group. The ongoing review of the power
purchase agreement is a routine process initiated by
the new administration to ensure alignment with
current energy policies and priorities. [Daily Mirror 1]

The Adani Group, one of India’s largest multinational
conglomerates, operates across sectors such as
energy, infrastructure, logistics, and renewable energy.
The company has been actively investing in green
energy projects in Sri Lanka, including its proposed 484
MW wind power plants in Mannar and Pooneryn,
which are part of the country’s efforts to transition to
renewable energy sources.

Speculation surrounding the project caused Adani
Green Energy's share price to drop by over 6 percent
from its intraday high. Media reports, citing AFP,
suggested the cancellation was linked to a U.S.
investigation alleging that Adani executives paid bribes
to secure power contracts. However, both Adani and
the Sri Lankan government denied these claims. The
Adani Group labeled the reports as "false and
misleading" and clarified that the January 2 Cabinet
decision to revisit the May 2024 tariff agreement was
part of a standard review process under the new
government. [Daily Mirror 2]
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Concerns over high tariff rates have been the focal
point of discussions. The Adani Group had previously
agreed to supply electricity at a rate of USD 0.0826 per
kilowatt-hour, but Sri Lankan officials noted that other
companies have quoted significantly lower rates. Both
sides have expressed willingness to renegotiate the
tariffs.

Additionally, the project faces a Supreme Court case
concerning environmental concerns, with the next
hearing scheduled for May 2025. Energy Minister
Kumara Jayakody confirmed that no decision to cancel
the project has been made, as the government awaits
the court’s ruling to guide its final approach. [Daily
Mirror 3]

Philippine political party representatives
visit Sri Lanka to study election practices

(Im) A delegation of political party representatives from
the Philippines recently visited Sri Lanka to meet with
officials of the Elections Commission and learn about
the successful conduct of the country’s recent
Presidential and parliamentary elections. [Daily Mirror]

Switzerland pledges support for Sri Lanka
in asset recovery

(raa) Switzerland’s Ambassador to Sri Lanka and
Ambassador-designate to the Maldives, Dr. Siri Walt,
reaffirmed Switzerland’s commitment to supporting Sri
Lanka in recovering assets transferred abroad during a
meeting with Dr. Nandika Sanath Kumanayake,
Secretary to the President. Ambassador Walt
highlighted the international measures required for
successful asset recovery and assured Switzerland's
readiness to provide technical expertise and resources
to assist Sri Lanka's efforts. [Daily Mirror 1]

Asset recovery has been a growing focus for Sri Lanka
as the country seeks to repatriate wealth illicitly
transferred overseas during periods of corruption and
financial mismanagement. [Daily Mirror 2]

Sri Lankan businesses urged to attend
Africa Summit in Kenya

(Im) Sri Lankan businesses have been encouraged to
explore Africa's growing markets by participating in the
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World Chamber Africa Summit, scheduled to take place
in Kenya from April 9-11. The summit will bring
together representatives from all 54 African nations,
providing a platform for Sri Lankan entrepreneurs to
connect with African business leaders and
policymakers. [Daily Mirror]

Taiwan launches Chinese-owned ship
blacklist

(ce) In a strategic move to bolster maritime security,
Taiwan has initiated a blacklist of 52 Chinese-owned
vessels suspected of evading regulations and posing
national security risks. Operating under flags of
convenience, these ships hailing from countries like
Cameroon and Sierre Leonne are thought to form part
of a "shadow fleet" operating without proper oversight,
with threats to Taiwan's undersea cables that are
paramount for communication and security.

The initiative follows multiple incidents linking Chinese
vessels to the damage of Taiwan’s undersea cables,
sparking fears of espionage and sabotage. [Taiwan
N9ews]

Taiwan to enhance air defense with U.S. F-
16V training

(ce) Taiwan is taking steps to enhance its air defense
capabilities by deploying pilots to the United States for
F-16V training in 2026. This program is set for selected
pilots of the Air Force 7th Wing to undergo intensive 4-
6 months training to equip them with the skills to
operate advanced fighter jets and lead conversion
training upon their return.

The 7th Wing, a key tactical fighter wing, has been
actively engaged in preparation for combat readiness,
and will play a pivotal role in securing Taiwan'’s
southeastern airspace.

In addition, Taiwan Airforce has also secured 66 F-16Vs
from the US, with full integration expected by 2026.
[Taiwan News]

Bangladesh’s interim leader, Thai prime
minister pledge to improve economic
relations
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(acs) Thailand’s Prime Minister Paetongtarn Shinawatra
held bilateral talks with Muhammad Yunus, the de
facto interim leader of Bangladesh, during the World
Economic Forum 2025 in Davos, Switzerland. The
discussions focused on strengthening trade and
investment relations, building on the two decades of
growing economic cooperation between the nations.
As Bangladesh is Thailand's second-largest trade
partner in South Asia, both leaders emphasized the
importance of maintaining and expanding these ties,
particularly through the Free Trade Agreement (FTA)
already in place.

The talks also explored collaboration in investment
and social policies. Yunus commended Thailand’s
microfinance initiatives, which provide funds and job
opportunities to low-income rural communities. Both
leaders underscored the need to align economic and
political development with sustainability and discussed
implementing educational projects aimed at enhancing
the economic and social prospects of younger
generations.

Prime Minister Shinawatra extended an invitation to
Chief Advisor Yunus to participate in the Young Gen
Forum, which is set to take place in Bangkok on April 4
as part of efforts to foster future-oriented
collaboration. [Royal Thai Government]

Efforts continue for release of Thai fishing
crew detained in Myanmar

(Im) Thailand's Foreign Affairs Minister, Maris
Sangiampongsa, has reaffirmed the government's
commitment to securing the release of four Thai crew
members detained in Myanmar since November 2024.
The crew, who were part of a Thai fishing vessel
intercepted by Myanmar patrol boats off Ranong
province, were excluded from the January 4
repatriation of 151 Thai nationals.

During a Senate inquiry, Senator Thanakorn
Phawornshinnachot criticized the limited access to the
detainees, noting only one brief visitation by a family
member. Minister Maris countered that Thai
authorities had requested access to the crew three
times and had been negotiating with Myanmar
officials, including calls made directly to Myanmar's
deputy prime minister.

Prime Minister Paetongtarn Shinawatra has directed
efforts to prioritize the detainees’ wellbeing and
expedite their release. A bilateral border committee is
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also working to ease tensions and facilitate diplomatic
progress on the issue. [Bangkok Post]

Thai family seeks government aid to
repatriate body of man found dead in
Japan

(Im) The family of a Thai national whose body was
recently discovered at a Thai restaurant in Hiroshima,
Japan, has called on Prime Minister Paetongtarn
Shinawatra to assist in repatriating his remains. The
man had been in Japan since 2022 as part of a training
program and was scheduled to return to Thailand in
April.

He was last seen alive on December 21 at a party with
colleagues and later at a Thai restaurant. His family last
spoke to him early that morning, but the call was
abruptly disconnected. After he was reported missing
on December 23, his body was discovered weeks later
in the restaurant's emergency stairway.

The family suspects foul play and wishes to travel to
Japan to seek clarity on the case. Efforts to secure
assistance from the Labour Ministry and the Thai
consulate-general in Hiroshima have reportedly
yielded no response. Frustrated by the lack of
progress, the family has turned to the media, hoping
their plea will reach Thai government officials to
expedite the return of his remains. [Bangkok Post]

Thai Defense Minister highlights bilateral
security ties with United States during
supercarrier’s port call

(Im) The USS Carl Vinson, a Nimitz-class supercarrier,
arrived at Laem Chabang Port, Thailand, on January 27,
following three weeks of operations in the South China
Sea. The carrier will remain docked until January 31,
serving as a rest stop for its crew without any roster
changes.

On January 26, Thai Defense Minister Phumtham
Wechayachai visited the Carl Vinson while it was
stationed in the Gulf of Thailand. Accompanied by a
Thai delegation, the visit aimed to enhance bilateral
defense collaboration and promote knowledge
exchange on advanced military technologies. U.S. Navy
Rear Admiral Michael S. Wosje and Captain Matthew C.
Thomas led the American delegation during the visit.
[Bangkok Post] [U.S. Naval Institute]
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Thailand and Armenia aimed to boost
economic cooperation

(acs) Thai Prime Minister Paetongtarn Shinawatra met
Armenian Prime Minister Nikol Pashinyan during the
World Economic Forum Annual Meeting 2025 in Davos,
Switzerland, to discuss ways to deepen economic
cooperation and bilateral relations.

Prime Minister Shinawatra expressed her gratitude for
Armenia’s support in advancing negotiations on the
free trade agreement between Thailand and the
Eurasian Economic Union (EAEU), of which Armenia is a
member. Both leaders agreed that the EAEU FTA would
significantly enhance trade and economic ties between
their nations.

Prime Minister Pashinyan also announced plans to
assign Thailand to the jurisdiction of Armenia’s
Ambassador to Beijing, strengthening diplomatic
representation. [Royal Thai Government]

UK Indo-Pacific Minister visits Timor-Leste

(Im) UK Minister of State for the Indo-Pacific, Catherine
West, visited Timor-Leste from January 23-24 to
strengthen bilateral ties and regional cooperation.
During her visit, she met with Prime Minister Xanana
Gusmado and other senior officials to discuss various
areas of collaboration, including climate change,
economic development, and geopolitical issues.
Minister West reaffirmed the UK's commitment to
supporting Timor-Leste's bid for full ASEAN
membership and pledged continued assistance in the
nation's economic growth and sustainable
development efforts.

As part of her visit, Minister West paid a courtesy call
to Timor-Leste's National Parliament, where she met
with parliamentary leaders to discuss democratic
governance and legislative cooperation. She also
participated in the "Women in Diplomacy" forum,
organized by the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and UN
Women, to promote gender equality and empower
women in leadership roles. [Tatoli 1] [Tatoli 2]

South Korea, Vietnam finalize USD 300
million deal for howitzers
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(Im) Vietnam and South Korea are in the final stages of
negotiating a USD 300 million government-to-
government deal for 20 K9 Thunder self-propelled
howitzers and K10 ammunition resupply vehicles
produced by Hanwha Aerospace. The deal represents
around 25-30 percent of Vietnam's annual military
procurement budget, with potential for technology
transfer and local assembly.

The K9 Thunder, renowned for its advanced features
and NATO-standard 155mm ammunition, has been
deployed in nine countries and constitutes more than
half of global self-propelled artillery orders. Thus,
experts view this acquisition as a significant step
toward Vietnam adopting NATO-standard weaponry.

Additionally, this deal is part of Vietnam's broader shift
away from Russian arms, accelerated by Russia's
reduced capacity to fulfill contracts due to its war in
Ukraine. Vietnam has also sought partnerships with
the United States, India, and other advanced defense
suppliers, recently signing contracts worth USD 286.3
million at the 2024 Vietnam International Defense
Expo. Future purchases may include Indian BrahMos
missiles and American C-130J) Hercules aircraft. [BBC,
in Viethamese]

South Korean court upholds
compensation for Viethamese survivor of
1968 massacre

(hn) A South Korean appellate court upheld a landmark
ruling requiring the South Korean government to
compensate Nguyen Thi Thanh, a Vietnamese survivor
of the 1968 Quang Nam massacre, with KRW 30 million
(approximately USD 20,580). Thanh, who lost her
mother and siblings in the Phong Nhat-Phong Nhi
village massacre by South Korean marines during the
Vietnam War, filed the lawsuit in 2020. This ruling
marks the first official acknowledgment of such war
crimes by a South Korean body.

The Quang Nam massacre occurred on February 12,
1968, when South Korean marines killed
approximately 70 civilians, mostly women and
children, in Phong Nhat and Phong Nhi villages. The
attack followed a landmine explosion that had struck a
South Korean jeep days earlier. Survivors reported
widespread killings, destruction of homes, and injuries,
leaving many villagers orphaned and displaced. The
incident is part of broader accusations against South
Korean troops, who reportedly committed similar
atrocities during their deployment in Vietnam from
1964 to 1973.
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Thanh, who was eight at the time, survived with
injuries but endured significant hardship as an orphan.
Despite the South Korean government's claim of
immunity due to agreements among Vietnam, South
Korea, and the United States, the court rejected this
argument in 2023. Thanh expressed relief at the
verdict, stating it serves as a form of justice for the
victims, and pledged to allocate part of the
compensation to support other survivors.

Vietnam welcomed the ruling, emphasizing it reflects
historical truth and aligns with the spirit of "putting the
past behind and looking toward the future." The
government expressed hope for further strengthening
the Comprehensive Strategic Partnership with South
Korea, with an emphasis on addressing the
consequences of war and enhancing bilateral
cooperation. [Vnexpress1, in Vietnamese] [Vnexpress2,
in Vietnamese] [Vnexpress3, in Vietnamese]

Vietnamese exporters brace for potential
tariffs from new US administration

(he) Vietnamese exporters are increasingly concerned
about potential U.S. tariff increases under President
Donald Trump's second term.

In 2024, the U.S. trade deficit with Vietnam exceeded
USD 100 billion, making Vietnam the fourth-largest
contributor to the U.S. trade deficit. This significant gap
positions Vietnam as a likely target for trade actions by
the new administration.

Adding to these concerns, the U.S. initiated 11 trade
defense cases against Vietnamese exports in 2024,
representing one-third of all such cases across 12
other markets. The investigations targeted a variety of
goods, including solar panels, shrimp, corrosion-
resistant steel, molded fiber trays, and paper plates.

Vietnam also continues to face challenges from its
designation as a non-market economy (NME) by the
United States, a classification in place since 2002. The
NME status, which cites state intervention in economic
activities such as trade, pricing, and currency
management, subjects Vietnamese exports to higher
tariffs and stricter trade barriers. Despite extensive
economic reforms and lobbying efforts, the U.S.
Department of Commerce reaffirmed Vietnam's NME
status in August 2024, further complicating trade
relations.

In light of these pressures, Vietnamese exporters are
proactively diversifying their markets and
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implementing strategies to mitigate risks, anticipating
potential global tax hikes. [ChannelNews Asia]
[Vietnam Plus]

Vietnamese and Dutch Prime Ministers
meet at WEF

(hn) Vietnam’s Prime Minister Pham Minh Chinh met
with his Dutch counterpart Dick Schoof in Davos,
Switzerland, on the sidelines of the 55th World
Economic Forum (WEF). Both leaders praised the
positive developments in the Vietnam-Netherlands
comprehensive partnership, particularly in climate
change response and sustainable agriculture.

The Netherlands is Vietnam's second-largest trading
partner in Europe and the European Union’s (EU)
leading investor in Vietnam. Bilateral trade reached
USD 13.77 billion in 2024, a 26 percent increase from
2023. Chinh expressed gratitude for Dutch support
and proposed elevating relations through high-level
exchanges and strategic partnerships in climate
change adaptation and sustainable agriculture,
focusing on regions like the Mekong Delta.

He urged the Netherlands to ratify the EU-Vietnam
Investment Protection Agreement (EVIPA) and
advocate for lifting the EU's “yellow card” on
Vietnamese seafood. Prime Minister Schoof
highlighted opportunities for deeper collaboration,
particularly in semiconductor chip production, and
confirmed the Dutch monarchy's interest in visiting
Vietnam. [Viet Nam News]

Vietham-Belarus visa exemption
agreement to become effective

(hn) Starting January 30, Vietnamese citizens can visit
Belarus visa-free for up to 30 days per entry, with a
maximum stay of 90 days per year, under a new visa
exemption agreement. Signed in December 2023, the
agreement also allows Belarusian citizens similar visa-
free access to Vietnam. [tuoi tre news]

Seminar celebrates 75 years of Vietham-
Russia diplomatic ties

(nt) A seminar in Saint Petersburg on January 22
marked the 75th anniversary of diplomatic relations
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between Vietnam and Russia, highlighting their long-
standing cooperation and the promise of further
development. Saint Petersburg Governor Alexander
Beglov emphasized the city's historic ties with Vietnam,
noting its leadership in fostering economic, cultural,
and social collaborations. He expressed optimism for
expanding cultural, humanitarian, and youth
exchanges.

Vietnamese Ambassador to Russia Dang Minh Khoi
reflected on the trust-based political relationship and
growing cooperation across fields such as security,
trade, science, and education. He underscored
Vietnam's gratitude for Russia's historical support
during its struggle for independence and nation-
building efforts.

The seminar celebrated significant milestones in 2024,
including state visits by Russian President Vladimir
Putin to Vietnam and Vietnamese leaders to Russia,
which reinforced the goal of raising bilateral trade to
USD 15 billion by 2030. [Viet Nam News]

Announcements

_Upcoming online events

30 January 2025 @ 3:30 p.m. (GMT+11), Gulf
Research Center, Australia

Looking Forward: Outlines for Developing
GCC-Latin America Cooperation

This webinar considers the emerging relationship
between the Gulf (GCC) and Latin America in energy,
trade, investment, and sustainable development.
Specialists will discuss the main drivers of cooperation,
regional perspective, and how to maximize economic
ties based on comparative benefits. The webinar will
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pay attention to the future role of renewable energy
and the management of challenges and opportunities.
This conference is likely to foster workable solutions
and increase interaction, defining world geopolitics
and economic trends. For more information and to
RSVP to the online event, see [GRC].

31 January 2025 @ 1:00 a.m. (GMT+11), European
Center for International Political Economy,
Australia

Europe, Tech and War - Renewing
Europe’s Economy for Better Growth and
Security

This webinar introduces Oliver Coste, writer of Europe,
Tech and War, as he argues the urgency for Europe's
need to retake leadership in science, innovation, and
technology to fuel the new industrial revolution. Coste
emphasizes the urgency of economic and security
advancement, placing increased commercial
dynamism and lower restructuring expenditures on
the top of the list for European enterprises. Be our
guest as Coste launches his innovative analysis and
practical recommendations to lead Europe's
technological and economic renewal in the face of a
shifting global order. For more information, see
[ECIPE].

30 January 2025 @ 12:00 - 1:00 p.m. (GMT+1),
University of Gothenburg, Sweden

Seminar series: Feminist Voices in Law

This hybrid seminar series at Gothenburg University
acts as a very important amplifier for feminist legal
scholarship and voices on contemporary concerns in
law. Dr. Silvana Tapia Tapia will speak on "Feminism,
Violence Against Women, and Law Reform: Decolonial
Lessons from Ecuador." The series wishes to
contribute toward strengthening the global feminist
legal community in a diversity of voices, including
those silenced and in exile. Each session is a deep
discussion of a feminist text, scholarship or practice;
recordings are available when possible on GU Play for
wider consumption. For more information, see
[University of Gothenburg].

30-31 January 2025 @ 10:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.
(GMT+9), Asian Development Bank, Japan
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ADBI-SAU Conference: From Crisis to
Resilience, Shaping the Future of Banking
in Asia and the Pacific

Organized jointly with ADBI and South Asian University,
the two-day conference looks into the resilience of
banking systems in Asia and the Pacific through
economic shifts, geopolitical dynamics, and
technological shifts. It reviewed lessons from past
crises, such as the 1997 Asian financial crisis and the
2008 global financial crisis, and deliberated on
emerging risks related to cyber threats, fintech
disruption, and climate risks. It brings together experts
from myriad sectors with a view to encouraging
collaboration, improving regulatory frameworks, and
finding ways of devising stable and sustainable
banking systems. For more information, see [ADB].

29 January 2025 @ 12:00 - 1:30 p.m. (GMT-5),
American Enterprise Institute, USA

On the Front Porch with Brent Orrell and
Tony Pipa: A Conversation with Benji
Backer and Michelle Moore

This “On the Front Porch” event brings together AEl's
Brent Orrell, Brookings Institution’s Tony Pipa, Michelle
Moore of Groundswell, and Benji Backer of the
American Conservation Coalition to discuss innovative
approaches to environmental sustainability. Moore
highlights how clean energy policies can revitalize rural
America, while Backer advocates for market-driven
solutions. The discussion explores balancing
development with sustainability and leveraging
community-focused strategies to address
environmental challenges, offering insights into
reconciling energy needs with conservation efforts
nationwide. For more information and to RSVP to
watch online, see [AEI].

29 January 2025 @ 3:00 - 4:00 p.m. (GMT+0), Center
for Global Development

The Economic Impacts of Antimicrobial
Resistance

This session covers the growing global threat of AMR,
which already is the cause of more than a million
deaths every year and costs $66 billion in treatments,
with projections to rise to $159 billion by 2050 if
nothing is done. A new report by CGD puts into
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perspective that innovation in gram-negative
antibiotics and better access to bacterial infection
treatments could add up to $1.7 trillion to the global
economy by 2050. The discussion will help guide
policymakers on critical interventions needed to
mitigate the impact of AMR and ensure sustainable
global health and economic stability. For more
information, see [CGD].

29 January 2025 @ 2:00 - 3:30 p.m. (GMT+2), SAIIA,
South Africa

Mozambique’s Problem of Two Emperors

This SAIIA webinar evaluates the outcome of the
violently contested, protested, and fraud-marred
elections held in October 2024 in Mozambique, which
saw the opposition leader Venancio Mondlane briefly
forced into exile and inaugurated Frelimo's David
Chapo as unrest disrupted regional trade, taking
hundreds of lives. The discussion will cover
Mozambique's challenges in governance, the role that
regional bodies like SADC and the AU may play, and
domestic and regional implications of the crisis-
economic impacts, regional stability, and scenarios for
Mozambique's political future. For more information,
see [SAIIA].

29 January 2025 @ 5:30 - 6:30 p.m. (GMT-6), The
Chicago Council on Global Affairs, USA

Diplomacy or Discord? US-Mexico
Relations at a Crossroads

This event examines the shifting dynamics in US-
Mexico relations under the new presidency of Claudia
Sheinbaum in Mexico and the return of Donald Trump
to the White House. Join Denise Dresser and Lila Abed
in conversation with moderator Cécile Shea as they
discuss how Mexico will face trade negotiations,
border security, and migration during Trump's second
term. The discussion will review changes in Mexico's
negotiating position since 2020 and how the two
countries can continue economic and security
cooperation despite ideological polarization, with
potential global implications. For more information,
see [The Chicago Council on Global Affairs].

Recent Book Releases
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Kyle Chayka, Filterworld: How Algorithms Flattened
Culture, Vintage, 304 pages, published January 21,
2025. For a review, see [Penguin Random House].

Chie Ikeya, InterAsian Intimacies across Race,
Religion, and Colonialism, Cornell University Press, 178
pages, published September 15, 2024. For a review,
see [Asian Review of Books].

Jonathan Blitzer, Everyone Who Is Gone Is Here: The
United States, Central America, and the Making of a
Crisis, Penguin Books, 544 pages, published January
21, 2025. For a review, see [Penguin Books].

Richard Carwardine, Righteous Strife: How Warring
Religious Nationalists Forged Lincoln's Union, Knopf,
624 pages, published January 21, 2025. For a review,
see [Penguin Books].

Francoise Verges, Making the World Clean: Wasted
Lives, Wasted Environment, and Racial Capitalism,
Goldsmiths Press, 248 pages, published December 24,
2024. For a review, see [Penguin Books].

Calls

The Australian and New Zealand Society of
International Law (ANZSIL) ty invites paper proposals
for the 32nd ANZSIL Annual Conference 2025
“International Law: Silence, Forgetting and
Remembrance,” to be held on July 2-4, 2025, at
Australian National University. The deadline for
abstract submission is February 10, 2025. For more
information, see [ANZSIL].

Washington and Lee University School of Law's
Frances Lewis Law Center and the Oxford
University Centre for Corporate Reputation invites
paper proposals for the London Roundtable on
National Security & International Business, to be held
on May 19, 2025. The deadline for abstract submission
is January 31, 2025. For more information, see
[University of Oxford].

Jobs and Positions

The United Nations Secretariat - US, is looking for an
Intern - Economic Affairs. The deadline for application
submission is February 7, 2025. For more information,
see [UN].


https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-sjikkjl-l-hdk/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-sjikkjl-l-hdu/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-sjikkjl-l-hhl/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-sjikkjl-l-hhr/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-sjikkjl-l-hhy/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-sjikkjl-l-hhj/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-sjikkjl-l-hht/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-sjikkjl-l-hhi/

The United Nations Joint Staff Pension Fund is
looking for a Associate Legal Officer. The deadline for
application submission is March 10, 2025. For more
information, see [UNJSPF].

The Office of the United Nations High
Commissioner for Human Rights is looking for a
Human Rights Officer (Tjo). The deadline for
application submission is January 31, 2025. For more
information, see [OHCHR].

The United Nations Development Programme is
looking for a National Consultant Team Leader and
Senior Policy Design Expert. The deadline for
application submission is February 3, 2025. For more
information, see [UNDP].

The International Monetary Fund is looking for a
Economist / Senior Economist (Contractual). The
deadline for application submission is Ja February 8,
2025. For more information, see [IMF].

The International Rescue Committee is looking for a
Intake Specialist, Children's Legal Services. The
deadline for application submission is March 24, 2025.
For more information, see [IRC].;

The United Nations Economic and Social
Commission for Western Asia is looking for a
Economic Affairs Officer (Sustainable Energy). The
deadline for application submission is January 27,
2025. For more information, see [UNESCWA].

The United Nations Secretariat - Tajikistan, is
looking for a Climate change, water, environment and
sustainable development Intern. The deadline for
application submission is March 10, 2025. For more
information, see [UN].

The United Nations Volunteers - Germany, is looking
for a Project and Event Specialist, International Year
of Volunteers for Sustainable Development (IVY 2026).
The deadline for application submission is February 9,
2025. For more information, see [UNV].

The University of Essex is looking for a PhD
Studentship: The Relationship Between Legal and
Economic Interventions for Effective Climate
Adaptation Strategies. The deadline for application
submission is April 18, 2025. For more information, see
[University of Essex].

The University of Glasgow is looking for a Research
Associate College of Social Sciences - School of Law.
The deadline for application submission is February 11,
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2025. For more information, see [University of
Glasgow].

The University of Glasgow is looking for a Research
Associate College of Social Sciences - School of Social
and Political Sciences. The deadline for application
submission is February 21, 2025. For more
information, see [University of Glasgow].

The Leeds International Study Centre is looking for a
Law Tutor. The deadline for application submission is
February 19, 2025. For more information, see [Leeds
International Study Centre].

The Cardiff International Study Centre is looking for
a Law Tutor. The deadline for application submission is
Janu February 19, 2025. For more information, see
[Cardiff International Study Centre].

The University of Sussex is looking for a Research
Fellow: Law, Politics and Sociology, Sociology and
Criminology. The deadline for application submission
is February 5, 2025. For more information, see
[University of Sussex].

The Arden University is looking for a Lecturer in Law.
The deadline for application submission is February 2,
2025. For more information, see [Arden University].
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We would greatly appreciate your feedback! Please
send any feedback you have regarding this newsletter
to: info@cpg-online.de

Also, don't forget to Like CPG on Facebook, and
browse our website for other updates and news!
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German-Southeast Asian Center of Excellence for Public Policy and Good Governance - CPG
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