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Dear Readers,

Welcome to this week’s issue of the Asia in Review (AiR)

covering the latest events, developments and trends in

domestic politics, international relations and

geopolitics in East Asia, South Asia, and Southeast Asia.

I wish you an informative read and extend special

greetings to everyone who celebrates Japan’s National

Foundation Day, Lithuania’s Statehood Restoration

Day, Serbia's Statehood Day, and the Vatican City’s

Lateran Treaty Day this week.

With best regards,

Henning Glaser

Editor in Chief

Webpage: www.cpg-online.de, Facebook:

https://www.facebook.com/CPGT
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China: Campaign on military leadership's

political loyalty launched

(ld) China's military leadership has launched an

education initiative aimed at reinforcing political loyalty

to President Xi Jinping, with a primary focus on senior

commanders in the People’s Liberation Army (PLA). A

directive issued by the Political Work Department of

the Central Military Commission (CMC) on February 4

emphasized that the campaign should target the “key

few” — a term referring to high-ranking officials with

crucial decision-making authority. [CMC, in Chinese]

The CMC, which oversees China's armed forces and is

chaired by Xi, called for strengthening the ideological

transformation of these senior officials. The goal is for

https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-strfdk-l-j/


them to deeply engage with Xi’s military ideology,

ensuring its effective application and understanding.

The notice stressed the importance of using Xi’s

political thought to “unite hearts and forge souls” and

urged continued, in-depth study of his works on

military strengthening. It also highlighted the necessity

for the PLA to remain focused on its long-term goals,

putting lessons into action and conducting special

educational programs aimed at reinforcing the beliefs

and values of both officers and soldiers, while

maintaining combat readiness. [South China Morning

Post]

The initiative comes as part of a broad anti-corruption

crackdown on the PLA, which has led to the dismissal

of 14 military lawmakers from China’s National

People’s Congress (NPC) since March 2023 (see AiR No.

1, January/2025, 1). The crackdown that has brought

down the two previous defense ministers (see AiR No.

27, July/2024, 1) and senior officials whom Xi himself

promoted such as General Hua Miao, the former

Director of the CMC’s Political Work Department in

charge of enforcing party discipline and ideological

control within the military (see AiR No. 49,

December/2024, 1), has prompted the question of

disloyalty within the military and well as the risk of

jeopardizing the military’s capabilities. [Mercator

Institute for China Studies] [Devdiscourse]

China: Human Rights Watch report details

severe travel restrictions imposed on

Uyghurs

(ld) China is maintaining strict travel controls on

Uyghurs, severely limiting their ability to leave the

country or visit relatives in Xinjiang and violating their

right to freedom of movement, Human Rights Watch

said in a new report released on February 3. While

some Uyghurs are now able to apply for passports and

temporarily reunite with family, a modest change from

widespread confiscations that began in 2016, the

government's actions continue to restrict their

freedom of movement. [Human Rights Watch]

Uyghurs wishing to travel abroad must provide

extensive personal information, including their travel

purposes and information about family members living

abroad. Those who are granted permission must

adhere to strict protocols, such as regular check-ins

with designated officials, and are often required to

return within a prescribed period, ranging from a few

days to several months. Other restrictions include

rules that allow only one family member to travel at a

https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-strfdk-l-t/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-strfdk-l-t/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-strfdk-l-i/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-strfdk-l-i/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-strfdk-l-d/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-strfdk-l-d/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-strfdk-l-h/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-strfdk-l-h/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-strfdk-l-k/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-strfdk-l-k/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-strfdk-l-u/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-strfdk-l-o/


time and the requirement to provide a guarantor.

Failure to comply with these conditions can result in

severe consequences for the traveler or their family

members. [Radio Free Asia]

The Chinese government also imposes similar

restrictions on Uyghurs in the diaspora, according to

the report. Uyghurs with foreign passports face

rigorous scrutiny when attempting to reunite with

family in Xinjiang. Once in China, they are closely

monitored, frequently questioned by local authorities,

and usually restricted to staying in hotels rather than

with relatives. In some cases, Chinese embassies have

arranged group tours to Xinjiang through local migrant

associations, which require participants to provide

extensive personal documentation, speak Mandarin

even among themselves, and participate in activities

that promote the government's narrative of Xinjiang

policy. [Voice of America]

With these travel restrictions expected to remain in

place, experts warn that the policy not only restricts

movement but also fosters an environment of

surveillance and self-censorship. Such measures, they

argue, contribute to the fragmentation of the Uyghur

community both in Xinjiang and abroad, underscoring

the need for increased international attention to these

human rights challenges.

China has been accused of conducting an ongoing

genocide against Uyghurs and other Turkic peoples in

Xinjiang, which Uyghur nationalist groups call East

Turkistan. The East Turkistan Government in Exile

(ETGE) is currently advocating for legal action at the

International Criminal Court (ICC) against alleged

crimes such as forced sterilizations, abortions, and

cultural re-education, as well as the mass deportation

of Uyghurs from Tajikistan, an ICC State Party, into

China. [International Bar Association]

China: Ethnic Mongolian activist under

house arrest hospitalized

(lb) Ethnic Mongolian activist Hada, a long-time

advocate for Mongolian rights in China and recently

nominated by Japanese lawmakers for Nobel Peace

Prize for advocating Southern Mongolia's autonomy

(see AiR No. 5, February/2025, 1), was rushed to the

hospital in Inner Mongolia's capital, Hohhot, while

under house arrest. He is reportedly in a critical

condition, suffering from organ failure. [Japan

Forward]
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Under constant police surveillance for years in China’s

Inner Mongolia, Hada, a former prisoner of conscience,

was sentenced to 15 years in prison for separatism

and espionage in 1996, later extended by four years of

extrajudicial detention. Despite his official release in

2014, he has remained under strict surveillance,

barred from traveling, and denied access to his frozen

bank accounts. He has consistently denied the charges

against him, stating his confession was obtained

through torture and forced drug administration. [Radio

Free Asia]

China: Renewable energy subsidies scaled

back

(lb) China’s top economic planning agency, the National

Development and Reform Commission (NDRC),

announced plans to scale back subsidies for renewable

energy projects. The move follows a surge in solar and

wind power installations, which led China to achieve its

2030 clean energy target six years ahead of schedule.

[Microgrid]

In 2024, China broke records for new solar capacity,

which increased by 45 percent from the previous year.

The country now has nearly 887 gigawatts (GW) of

installed solar power—more than six times the

capacity of the United States—according to the

International Renewable Energy Agency. This rapid

expansion comes as President Donald Trump has

withdrawn the United States from the Paris Agreement

for a second time while easing restrictions on oil and

gas drilling.

The NDRC stated that China’s clean energy capacity

now accounts for more than 40 percent of total energy

generation. The agency attributed this to a system that

guaranteed prices for renewable electricity sold to the

grid. However, with development costs declining, the

government is shifting to a “market-based bidding”

model. From June 2025, new renewable energy

projects will no longer receive fixed-price subsidies.

Officials asserted that the shift would not affect

electricity prices for residential users or farmers.

Industrial and commercial consumers are also

expected to see minimal changes.

However, reducing subsidies could put pressure on

China’s solar industry, which is already dealing with

overcapacity and falling panel prices. Smaller

producers may struggle to survive as global demand

fails to match China’s rapid expansion.
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The NDRC did not disclose the new pricing formula but

said it would work with local governments to

implement the policy changes. [Reuters]

China: Services growth slows as supply

and demand remain weak

(ld) China's services sector growth slowed in January

2025, reflecting weakening supply and demand as

employment continued to shrink, according to the

latest Caixin Purchasing Managers' Index (PMI) data

released on February 5. The services PMI fell to 51.0

from December's seven-month high of 52.2, marking

the slowest expansion since October 2024 but

remaining above the growth contraction threshold.

Caixin's manufacturing PMI also fell slightly to 50.1,

dragging the composite PMI down to 51.1. This is in

line with the official statistics which show both sectors

weakening, with manufacturing activity back in

contraction territory at 49.1 (see AiR No. 4,

January/2025, 4).

While new domestic orders for services continued to

expand, the rate of growth slowed. Export orders

picked up, which surveyed firms attributed to

increased international interest in sectors such as

tourism. However, employment conditions

deteriorated, reaching the lowest level since May 2024

due to staff cuts and resignations.

Input costs rose marginally on higher material and

labor costs, while selling price increases remained

modest. Business optimism improved slightly but

remained below historical averages, with firms citing

new product launches and policy support as drivers of

growth, tempered by concerns about global

competition and trade uncertainties. [Caixin Global]

While supply and demand dynamics have improved

across sectors, persistent declines in employment and

subdued pricing power—particularly in manufacturing

—signal ongoing challenges. China is currently facing

increasing pressure from a potential slowdown in

domestic stimulus and deteriorating export conditions

amid international policy volatility.

China: Renminbi exchange rate held

steady in first fix since Trump tariffs

(ld) China held the renminbi's exchange rate against

the dollar steady in its first official fix following the
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recent imposition of additional tariffs by U.S. President

Donald Trump. On February 5, the People's Bank of

China (PBOC) set the rate at CNY 7.169 per dollar—

nearly unchanged from levels seen before an extended

Lunar New Year market holiday—even as Chinese

stock markets experienced a slight decline. [PBOC, in

Chinese]

Global financial institutions had expected a deliberate

weakening of the renminbi in response to the tariffs

and a strengthening US dollar. As of February 5, the

onshore renminbi is trading at around CNY 7.28 per

dollar, approaching the upper limit of the central

bank's 2 percent fluctuation band. This comes after a

near 3 percent depreciation since Trump's election

victory last November. During Trump's first term,

Beijing allowed the renminbi to depreciate to offset the

impact of earlier tariffs.

Market observers see the rate fix as an indication that

China is prepared to defend the value of the renminbi

against the dollar, despite the latter's broader

appreciation against other currencies. This stance

reflects Beijing's broader efforts to reflate its economy

while navigating the evolving challenges posed by U.S.

trade policy. [South China Morning Post]

Improved sentiment towards Chinese assets—fueled

in part by recent progress from domestic AI firm

Deepseek—also contributed to cautious optimism

among traders. Although mainland markets opened on

a positive note on February 5, the first trading session

after the recent market disruptions, they later

experienced declines; the CSI 300 Index was down 0.3

percent by midday, while Hong Kong's Hang Seng was

down 0.6 percent. [Financial Times]

China: Wheat shipments delayed as

domestic supply grows

(lb) China has delayed or redirected up to 600,000

metric tons of wheat imports, primarily from Australia,

as ample domestic supplies reduce demand. Some of

these shipments have been resold to buyers in

Southeast Asia, according to trade sources. The move

comes after strong wheat and corn harvests in China,

which have lowered local prices and decreased the

need for additional imports.

Traders report that around ten wheat shipments—

each carrying about 60,000 tons—originally bound for

China are being delayed or redirected. Among those

are four shipments totaling 240,000 metric tons, three

from Australia and one from Canada, which are now

https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-strfdk-l-v/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-strfdk-l-e/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-strfdk-l-s/


being resold in Southeast Asia. In addition, two

shipments scheduled for February were affected—one

delayed to April, and another partially diverted to

Thailand.

China’s state-run food trader China National Oils,

Foods and Cereals Corporation (COFCO), which is

responsible for most of these imports, is covering the

costs of delaying or reselling the shipments. The

company has not booked any wheat shipments for

March, with arrivals now expected from April onwards.

In early 2024, China imported 1.7 million tons of wheat

from Australia, down from 2.5 million tons in the same

period a year earlier. Imports from Canada, however,

rose to 923,000 tons from 783,000 tons. China’s state

grain stockpiler, Sinograin, announced plans to expand

domestic corn purchases and increase storage capacity

in northeast China, further signaling a shift away from

reliance on imported wheat.

China accounted for six percent of global wheat

imports in the year to June 2024, according to the U.S.

Department of Agriculture. A decline in Chinese

purchases could exert downward pressure on global

wheat prices, which remain below USD 6 per bushel

after hitting a four-year low of USD 5.14 in July.

[Reuters] [Devdiscourse]

China: Record Lunar New Year spending

reported

(lb) China saw record travel and spending during the

Lunar New Year holiday, providing a boost to the

government’s efforts to revive the economy and

offering positive signs of growing household spending.

Over the eight-day period starting January 28, domestic

trips reached 501 million, a six percent increase from

the previous year, according to the Ministry of Culture

and Tourism. Tourism spending rose seven percent to

USD 93 billion, though average per-trip spending

remained below pre-pandemic levels.

Cross-border travel also rebounded, with daily trips in

and out of China averaging 1.8 million—slightly above

2019 levels. Foreign visitors drove much of this growth,

increasing by 23 percent from 2024. China’s recent

visa-free policies likely contributed to this surge, with

the Foreign Ministry reporting a 150 percent rise in

foreign tourist visits.

Consumer-related industries saw a 10.8 percent

increase in daily sales revenue compared to last year.
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Spending on consumer goods and services rose 9.9

percent and 12.3 percent year-on-year, respectively,

while sales of household audiovisual equipment

jumped 226.8 percent, driven by consumption

subsidies. [South China Morning Post]

Holiday entertainment spending also hit new highs. A

record 187 million people went to cinemas, generating

USD 1.3 billion in box office revenue. [CNN]

China: Demographic concerns rise as

marriage rate hits record low

(lb) The number of new marriages in China fell to a

record low in 2024, despite government efforts to

encourage young people to wed and have children.

Data from China’s Ministry of Civil Affairs shows that

only 6.1 million couples registered their marriages last

year—a 20.5 percent drop from 2023 and the lowest

figure since records began in 1986. Meanwhile, the

number of divorces rose slightly by 1.1 percent, with

2.6 million couples separating, an increase of 28,000

from the previous year. [AA]

The sharp decline in marriages presents a significant

challenge for Beijing, which is struggling with a

shrinking workforce and an aging population. While

officials had hoped for a rebound after the end of strict

COVID-19 restrictions in 2023, the long-term trend of

falling marriage rates has continued. Last year’s

number was less than half of the 13 million marriages

recorded at the peak in 2013. [Council on Foreign

Relations]

In response, authorities have introduced a variety of

measures, including financial incentives, matchmaking

events, and discouraging expensive "bride price"

traditions that make marriage unattainable for many

men, particularly in rural areas. Some local

governments have even offered cash bonuses to

newlyweds. Since 2022, China’s Family Planning

Association has promoted a "new-era marriage and

childbearing culture," urging young people to marry

and have children at an "appropriate age."

However, these policies have had little success in

reversing the trend. Many young Chinese adults are

delaying or avoiding marriage due to economic

uncertainty, high living costs, and inadequate social

welfare. A growing number of women, who are

becoming more educated and financially independent,

are choosing to remain single, citing workplace

discrimination and traditional gender roles as reasons

for their reluctance to marry.
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China's population has now declined for three

consecutive years, despite a slight rise in birth rates in

2024. The working-age population—those between 16

and 59—fell by 6.83 million last year, while those over

60 accounted for 22 percent of the total population.

With fewer young people of marriageable age due to

decades of population control policies, officials are

facing an uphill battle in reversing demographic

decline. [CNN]

China: Military equipment research rules

revised

(lb) Xi Jinping, chairman of the Central Military

Commission, has signed an order implementing

revised regulations on military equipment research.

The new rules, which take effect on March 1, aim to

strengthen quality control, cost management, and

security measures in the defense sector. The Ministry

of National Defense (MND) has provided limited details

but confirmed that the regulations include 49 articles

across eight chapters.

The updated framework seeks to enhance efficiency

while maintaining strict oversight of defense projects.

It promotes a development model that balances

original innovation, independent research, and

controlled openness to external collaboration. The

changes align with Beijing’s long-term push for

technological self-reliance, particularly in the face of

geopolitical tensions and strategic competition with

the United States.

The document also calls for stricter supervision,

outlining accountability measures to ensure

compliance with national security and development

goals. With an emphasis on cost efficiency and

sustainable growth, the reforms support China’s

broader strategy of maintaining a competitive edge in

military capabilities while reducing reliance on foreign

technology. [The State Council PRC]

China has been investing in military equipment at a

significantly faster pace than the United States,

particularly in shipbuilding and defense-related

infrastructure. According to the Center for Strategic

and International Studies (CSIS), China has outpaced

U.S. military investment by a factor of five to six in

recent years. The revised regulations are expected to

further accelerate the country's defense production

and modernization efforts.  [Airforce Technology]
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China: Control of military information to

be tightened

(ld) China is set to impose sweeping new restrictions

on the online dissemination of military information.

Effective March 1, digital platforms and individual

military commentators will no longer be allowed to

share unreleased details about weapons systems,

military installations, or related defense technology.

[Cyberspace Administration of China, in Chinese]

Under the new guidelines, any unapproved

information regarding the research, production,

testing, transportation, or maintenance of military

equipment will be off-limits. The rules also extend to

technical and tactical data concerning the performance

of these systems, as well as details about the armed

forces’ organizational structure, including aspects of

command hierarchy and unit composition that have

not been made public.

The policy is part of a broader government effort to

curb the spread of misinformation and prevent

unauthorized disclosures of military secrets online. The

directives were issued collectively by key state

agencies, including the Cyberspace Administration of

China and the political work department of the Central

Military Commission, marking a significant tightening

of online content controls related to national defense.

The regulations reflect criticism from state media last

year regarding the misuse of state media brands,

including the CCP's official People’s Daily. Alleged cases

of such misuse have been widespread, largely because

these brands provide a sense of safety and credibility

for some online publishers. [China Media Project]

Analysts have warned that tighter controls could limit

independent scrutiny of the country’s military

developments. Beijing has defended the move as

necessary to protect sensitive defense sources and

uphold the reputation of the People’s Liberation Army.

[South China Morning Post]

China: Special pilot training program on

Fujian carrier revealed

(ld) China’s military is ramping up pilot training on its

advanced Fujian aircraft carrier in preparation for the

deployment of cutting-edge airborne early warning

assets. State media reports indicate that the People’s

Liberation Army’s Naval Aviation University has

initiated a program using land-based aircraft to ready
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pilots for a new category of carrier-based “special

mission” aircraft, which is still pending service entry.

[CCTV, in Chinese]

The training program is part of a broader effort to

synchronize pilot expertise with the rapid introduction

of new equipment, thereby boosting the carrier’s

combat readiness. Officials highlighted that the Fujian,

which recently completed its sixth sea trial following its

mid-2022 launch, is nearing commissioning. They

underscored the university’s significant role in

cultivating the skills necessary for operating carrier-

based platforms.

The Fujian’s advanced electromagnetic catapult system

is a key feature, enabling the launch of heavier and

more sophisticated aircraft such as the KJ-600 airborne

early warning and control aircraft. In addition to

supporting rapid and frequent sorties, the system is

expected to facilitate operations for other catapult-

capable platforms, including the J-15T fighter jets and

the fifth-generation J-35 stealth fighter. [South China

Morning Post]

China: Robot mission to search for lunar

ice in planning

(lb) China plans to send a flying robot to the far side of

the moon next year as part of its Chang’e-7 mission,

aiming to locate frozen water that could support future

lunar exploration. The mission is part of China’s

broader effort to land astronauts on the moon by 2030

and establish a research base at the lunar south pole.

Chinese scientists believe ice deposits, preserved in

deep craters, could serve as a critical resource for

sustaining human missions and reducing the cost of

space travel.

China has intensified its space exploration efforts,

seeking to rival the United States and other

spacefaring nations. While previous missions from

China, NASA, and India have detected water on the

moon, researchers emphasize that only ice, hidden in

permanently shadowed regions, could be viable for

human use. The flying robot will conduct on-site

inspections in deep lunar caves, where scientists

suspect water might be trapped.

The Chang’e-7 mission, set for 2026, will feature

multiple components, including an orbiter, a lander, a

rover, and the flying robot. Chinese experts describe

the robot as capable of leaping between sunlit and

shadowed craters, using its legs to land like a human

jumping from a height. The goal is to analyze ice
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deposits and map their distribution. However, extreme

cold—dropping as low as negative 250 degrees

Fahrenheit—poses a significant challenge for long-

term operation.

China has been steadily expanding its space

capabilities, having completed a series of robotic lunar

missions, including the first-ever return of samples

from the far side of the moon. With its growing

ambitions, China aims to become the second nation to

send humans to the lunar surface, reinforcing its

position as a major player in space exploration. [CNN]

China: Crackdown on food and drug safety

violations launched

(lb) Chinese prosecutors have launched a nationwide

campaign to address food and drug safety concerns,

with a focus on ten key sectors. The Supreme People's

Procuratorate (SPP), the country’s top prosecutorial

body, announced that the campaign will run until

October and aims to tackle issues that have drawn the

most public complaints.

Prosecutors will use public interest litigation to resolve

food safety violations in areas such as food additives,

drinking water, agricultural products, online food sales,

and catering in specific venues. The crackdown will

also target the tea industry, medical devices, and

safety standards in community hospitals and rural

health clinics.

The SPP emphasized the need for stronger oversight,

urging local prosecutors to take a proactive approach.

Authorities plan to hold businesses accountable for

violations and ensure stricter compliance with safety

regulations.

Between November and January, prosecutors handled

4,044 food and drug safety cases through public

interest litigation. [China Daily]

Notable cases raising concerns about the quality and

safety of locally produced food and triggering public

anger over the lack of oversight and accountability

include fuel trucks being used to transport edible oils

without prior mandatory cleaning and goji berries

soaked in the banned substance sodium metabisulfite.

[The Interpreter]

China – Hong Kong: Jimmy Lai admits

promoting controversial 2020 primaries
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(lb) Jimmy Lai, the founder of the now-closed

newspaper Apple Daily, admitted to advocating for an

unofficial legislative primary election five years ago,

including obtaining a quote for vote-counting software

and advising on the poll's timing. While denying direct

involvement in organizing the event, he conceded in

court that he had previously misrepresented his

awareness of the election’s purpose—to secure a

legislative majority for the opposition.

Lai acknowledged urging opposition leaders to

expedite preparations and stay informed about the

poll. He also explored purchasing an electronic voting

system for USD 80,000, though the idea was rejected

by Benny Tai, the primary's architect. More than

610,000 voters participated in the July 2020 primary,

but the government postponed the official Legislative

Council election, citing the Covid-19 pandemic.

Lai made this confession during the 36th day of

testimony of his national security trial on February 5

when prosecutors challenged his credibility,

highlighting his active interest in the primary despite

earlier claims of indifference. [South China Morning

Post]

In November, 45 former lawmakers and activists

received prison terms ranging from four to ten years

for conspiracy to commit subversion under the

national security law imposed by Beijing in 2020 (see

No. 47, November/2024, 3).

The court has also been examining his ties with Chan

Tsz-wah, a paralegal-turned-activist who was charged

alongside him but later testified for the prosecution.

Prosecutors highlighted WhatsApp exchanges between

Lai and Chan from December 2019, in which Chan,

preparing to travel to London, asked if there was

“anyone you want me to meet.” Lai suggested a

meeting with UK-based human rights activist Benedict

Rogers, calling him “a very fervent [Hong Kong]

freedom fighter and supporter.” The prosecutor

suggested that Lai was facilitating lobbying efforts for

foreign sanctions against Hong Kong, a claim he

denied, insisting he was merely doing Chan a favor.

The court also reviewed articles Rogers had sent Lai in

2019, including one in Time magazine advocating for

US-imposed Magnitsky sanctions on Hong Kong

officials. Lai stated that he “seldom” read such articles

and was unaware of Rogers’ calls for sanctions.

Prosecutors further pointed to an Apple Daily column

in which Lai praised radical protesters, referring to

their spirit of “martyrdom.”
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Another exchange from January 2020 showed Lai’s

aide, Mark Simon, discussing efforts to coordinate

Hong Kong pro-democracy groups’ lobbying in

Washington. Lai denied any involvement, stating that

Simon was merely keeping him informed. The court

also examined messages from former US Consul

General James Cunningham, who argued that pro-

democracy victories in the 2019 District Council

election should focus on acquiring political power

rather than legitimizing protest violence. Lai agreed

with this view but noted that unifying protest leaders

was unrealistic. [Hong Kong Free Press]

Lai faces two charges of conspiracy to collude with

foreign forces under the national security law and a

third charge of conspiracy to print and distribute

seditious publications under colonial-era legislation.

He has pleaded not guilty to all charges.

Beijing imposed national security legislation on Hong

Kong in June 2020, criminalizing subversion, secession,

foreign collusion, and terrorism. The law granted

authorities far-reaching powers, leading to mass

arrests and the dissolution of numerous civil society

groups. While officials claim it restored stability, critics

—including foreign governments, the UN, and NGOs—

argue it has stifled freedoms in the city (see AiR No.51,

December/2023,3)

Japan: Education support measures for

families and students expanded

(adi) Japan’s ruling coalition and opposition parties are

engaging in negotiations on education funding

reforms, while the government is also moving forward

with expanded university tuition aid for large families.

These efforts aim to ease financial burdens on

households and improve access to education across

different levels. [Asahi Shimbun]

As part of the ongoing discussions for the upcoming

fiscal year’s budget, the ruling Liberal Democratic Party

(LDP) and Komeito are working with the opposition

Japan Innovation Party (Nippon Ishin no Kai) to revise

financial support for high school students. The ruling

coalition has proposed removing the JPY 9.1 million

(USD 62,000) income cap that currently limits eligibility

for public high school tuition subsidies of up to JPY

118,800 (USD 785) per year, effectively making tuition

free for all households. Nippon Ishin no Kai,

meanwhile, is pushing for broader reforms, including

increased subsidies of up to JPY 630,000 (USD 4,162)

for private education, free daycare for children aged
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two and under, and free school meals. [Asahi

Shimbun]

Alongside these measures, the government has

separately approved a bill to expand university tuition

aid for families with three or more dependent children.

The legislation, which will be submitted to the current

parliamentary session, proposes annual tuition

support of up to JPY 540,000 (USD 3,570) per student

for public universities and JPY 700,000 (USD 4,620) for

private universities, along with admission fee

assistance of up to JPY 280,000 (USD 1,850) for public

institutions and JPY 260,000 (USD 1,720) for private

institutions. The current income cap of JPY 6 million

(USD 39,500) for tuition aid would also be removed,

expanding eligibility beyond the 120,000 students who

currently qualify. [Japan Times]

Both initiatives reflect Japan’s broader strategy to

address declining birthrates and ensure greater access

to education. The ruling coalition and opposition

continue to negotiate a comprehensive funding plan

that balances fiscal responsibility with expanded

education support, while the university tuition aid bill

awaits parliamentary approval.

Japan: Supreme Court reviews retrial

system amid growing criticism

(adi) Japan’s Supreme Court has begun discussions on

potential reforms to the retrial system for finalized

criminal cases, following criticism over delays and

procedural complexity. The initiative aims to ensure a

more efficient and fair process for reviewing wrongful

convictions.

The discussions focus on clarifying procedural

requirements and improving the balance between

finality and fairness in criminal cases. Concerns have

been raised over the prolonged duration of retrial

approvals, with legal experts and advocacy groups

calling for greater transparency and accessibility in the

system.

The Supreme Court’s review reflects efforts to enhance

public confidence in the judicial system. Potential

reforms may address barriers to retrial requests and

improve judicial oversight of wrongful convictions. The

outcome of these discussions could lead to legislative

recommendations aimed at strengthening Japan’s legal

framework. [Mainichi]
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Japan: Government debt hits record

(adi) Japan’s government debt reached a record JPY

1.32 quadrillion (USD 8.67 trillion) at the end of 2024,

marking an increase of JPY 7.2 trillion (USD 47.28

billion) from the previous quarter, according to the

Finance Ministry. The rise reflects the government’s

increased reliance on borrowing to finance economic

stimulus measures, as debt-servicing costs continue to

grow.

The increase stems from a supplementary budget

introduced to support economic recovery policies, with

a significant portion of the funding covered through

the issuance of Japanese government bonds (JGBs).

The total value of outstanding JGBs climbed to JPY 1.07

quadrillion (USD 7.02 trillion), while borrowings

increased to JPY 46.88 trillion (USD 307.23 billion).

Short-term financing bills, however, saw a slight

decline.

For the fiscal year beginning in April 2025, the

government plans to issue JPY 28.65 trillion (USD

187.83 billion) in new JGBs, the lowest level in 17 years.

However, interest rate hikes by the Bank of Japan (BOJ)

have pushed debt-servicing costs to record highs,

raising concerns about the sustainability of Japan’s

fiscal policies.

With Prime Minister Shigeru Ishiba leading a minority

government, fiscal policy debates are expected to

intensify. Opposition parties and ruling coalition

members may push for additional economic measures,

potentially increasing pressure on government

finances. The latest debt figures highlight the delicate

balance between economic stimulus and fiscal

discipline as Japan navigates rising borrowing costs

and long-term financial sustainability challenges.

[Japan Times]

Japan: Wage growth reaches 27-year high

(adi) In December 2024, Japan experienced a

significant increase in wages, with nominal cash

earnings rising by 4.8 percent compared to the

previous year—the most substantial growth since

1997. This surge was largely driven by a 6.8 percent

increase in winter bonuses. Regular pay also saw a

notable rise of 2.7 percent during the same period.

The Bank of Japan (BOJ) has indicated that it will

continue to raise interest rates if underlying inflation

moves toward its 2 percent target. Despite core

consumer inflation reaching 3.0 percent in December,
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the BOJ focuses on underlying inflation driven by

domestic demand. The central bank has raised its

forecast for core-core Consumer Price Index (CPI) to

2.1 percent for fiscal 2025, anticipating that wage

increases will help moderate price rises in services,

thereby pushing underlying inflation toward the 2

percent goal.

Recent data also revealed that inflation-adjusted real

wages rose by 0.6 percent year-on-year in December,

marking the second consecutive month of real wage

growth. This trend is expected to bolster consumer

spending and contribute to sustained economic

recovery.

The BOJ's commitment to adjusting interest rates

progressively comes amid market volatility influenced

by external factors, including U.S. tariff policies.

Traders anticipate further rate hikes, which have

already led to increases in Japanese government bond

yields. Several BOJ officials are scheduled to provide

additional economic and policy insights into upcoming

speeches. [Reuters] [Bloomberg]

These developments underscore the BOJ's strategy to

balance economic support with measures to control

inflation, aiming to achieve sustainable growth and

price stability.

Japan: IMF warns of potential negative

impacts of global market volatility

(adi) The International Monetary Fund (IMF) has

cautioned Japan to remain vigilant against potential

spillover effects stemming from increasing foreign

market volatility, which could impact domestic liquidity

conditions for its financial institutions. The IMF

emphasized the importance of closely monitoring the

repercussions of the Bank of Japan's (BOJ) interest rate

hikes, particularly concerning the nation's debt-

servicing costs and the potential rise in corporate

bankruptcies. [IMF]

According to the IMF, as interest rates escalate, Japan's

debt-servicing costs are projected to double by 2030,

underscoring the need for a robust debt management

strategy. The organization highlighted that, amid

increasing gross financing needs and a contracting BOJ

balance sheet, the issuance of government bonds will

increasingly depend on additional demand from both

foreign investors and domestic institutions.

The IMF also noted significant fluctuations in the yen's

value against the U.S. dollar, primarily driven by shifts
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in Japan-U.S. interest rate differentials and further

influenced by the buildup and unwinding of yen carry

trades. The organization warned that heightened

foreign market volatility could adversely affect

domestic liquidity conditions, potentially leading to

spillover effects.

To mitigate these risks, the IMF recommended that the

BOJ closely monitors liquidity conditions and funding

rates within money markets, paying particular

attention to the uneven distribution of liquidity among

banks. The IMF also commended Japan's commitment

to a flexible exchange rate regime, suggesting that

such flexibility aids the country in absorbing external

shocks and supports the BOJ's focus on price stability.

[Reuters]

The IMF has also expressed concerns regarding Japan’s

fiscal health under the current minority government

facing policy demands from opposition parties. It

warned that Japan's public debt is likely to remain high,

driven by increased interest payments and escalating

social security costs amid a rapidly aging population.

The IMF stressed the necessity for Japan to implement

a credible fiscal consolidation strategy to ensure long-

term fiscal sustainability.

The warning comes as the government of Prime

Minister is seeking to pass a record JPY 115.54 trillion

(USD 760 billion) state budget for the next fiscal year

beginning in April. However, the total may increase

further amid opposition demands for greater spending

on education and other priorities. Ishiba has vowed to

forge a cross-party consensus through parliamentary

debate to secure the budget’s approval. [Mainichi]

His ruling Liberal Democratic Party and its junior

coalition partner, Komeito, lost their majority in the

House of Representatives in the October general

election (see AiR No. 44, October/2024, 5).

Japan: Largest-ever current account

surplus in 2024 recorded

(adi) Japan’s current account surplus rose to a record

JPY 29.3 trillion (USD 192.67 billion) in 2024, marking a

29.5 percent increase from the previous year. The

surge was driven by strong foreign investment returns,

which offset the country’s trade deficit.

The primary income surplus, which includes earnings

from foreign securities and direct investments,

reached an all-time high of JPY 40.2 trillion (USD 264

billion). Japanese firms’ expanding overseas
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operations, particularly acquisitions of foreign

companies, contributed to the increase.

Meanwhile, Japan’s trade deficit narrowed by 40

percent to JPY 3.9 trillion (USD 25.6 billion), supported

by strong exports of automobiles and semiconductor

manufacturing equipment and lower energy import

costs. A recovery in inbound tourism also helped boost

the travel surplus, which rose to JPY 5.9 trillion (USD

38.8 billion).

Japan’s economic structure has shifted over the past

decade, with primary income gains now playing a

larger role in the current account surplus. While the

country previously relied on trade surpluses, higher

energy import costs and offshore production by

Japanese firms have led to persistent trade deficits.

Analysts note that much of Japan’s foreign investment

income is reinvested abroad rather than repatriated,

which has contributed to the yen’s prolonged

weakness. [Reuters] [Kyodo News]

Despite the record surplus, Japan faces pressure from

the United States over its trade balance. During Prime

Minister Shigeru Ishiba’s recent visit to Washington

(see article in this edition), U.S. President Donald

Trump called for a reduction in Japan’s USD 68.5 billion

trade surplus with the U.S. The issue is expected to

remain a key topic in bilateral economic discussions.

[AP News]

Japan: Nissan and Honda merger talks

face uncertainty amid diverging visions

(adi) Nissan Motor Co. is reportedly stepping back from

merger discussions with Honda Motor Co., casting

doubt on a proposed USD 60 billion alliance that would

have created the world's third-largest automaker. The

decision comes after Honda suggested making Nissan

a subsidiary, a departure from the initial plan of a

merger between equals. Nissan opposed this proposal,

leading to complications in the negotiations. Both

companies had previously aimed to finalize a direction

for their potential integration by mid-February.

Market reactions were swift, with Nissan's shares

declining by over 4 percent and Honda's shares rising

more than 8 percent. The contrasting stock

movements reflect investor concerns about Nissan's

ability to achieve a turnaround independently and

relief regarding Honda's strategic positioning.

Renault, which holds a 36 percent stake in Nissan,

stated that it would "vigorously" defend its interests
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and those of its stakeholders. The French automaker

noted that, despite recent reports, no official decision

had been made regarding the potential termination of

the merger discussions.

The potential collapse of the merger raises questions

about Nissan's future strategy, especially in light of

recent challenges, including declining sales in key

markets and the impact of new U.S. tariffs on imports

from Mexico and Canada, which could further strain

Nissan's financial position. [Reuters] [The Wall Street

Journal]

Japan: Government submits new

cybersecurity bill to parliament

(adi) Japan’s Cabinet approved a cybersecurity bill

aimed at bolstering the country’s defenses against

growing cyber threats. The legislation grants law

enforcement agencies expanded authority to monitor

and respond to cyberattacks, particularly those

targeting critical infrastructure such as energy grids,

financial institutions, and communication networks.

The bill has been submitted to the Diet for

deliberation.

The proposed law mandates operators of essential

services to report detected cyber incidents to

authorities, with penalties for non-compliance. The

government aims to enhance early detection and rapid

response measures to mitigate risks posed by state-

sponsored hacking, ransomware attacks, and other

cyber threats.

To ensure accountability, the bill includes provisions to

penalize government officials who leak information

obtained during cybersecurity investigations. The

measure is designed to balance national security

interests with privacy rights and prevent misuse of

surveillance powers. [The Asahi Shimbun]

Prime Minister Shigeru Ishiba has emphasized the

urgency of passing the bill, citing Japan’s growing

vulnerability to cyberattacks amid increasing

geopolitical tensions. [Kyodo News]

Japan: Advancing hypersonic weapons

development

(adi) The Ministry of Defense (MOD) has confirmed the

successful completion of four flight tests of its

Hypersonic Glide Vehicle (HGV) between August 2024
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and January 2025 at a test site in California. The tests

validated the missile's expected flight performance,

reinforcing Japan’s long-range strike capabilities. They

reflect Japan efforts to accelerate the development of

hypersonic weapons to enhance its defense

capabilities amid growing regional threats from China

and North Korea.

The Acquisition, Technology & Logistics Agency (ATLA)

released footage in July 2024 showcasing the launch of

the Hyper Velocity Gliding Projectile (HVGP). The

missile, designed for long-range precision strikes, has a

projected range of 900 kilometers and is scheduled to

enter service with the Japan Ground Self-Defense Force

(JGSDF) in 2026. Mitsubishi Heavy Industries is

overseeing production, which is being expedited to

meet deployment deadlines.

Japan’s hypersonic weapons program consists of two

main systems: the Hypersonic Cruise Missile (HCM)

and the HVGP. The HCM, powered by a scramjet

engine, offers high-speed, extended-range precision

strikes, while the HVGP utilizes a solid-fuel rocket

engine, enabling high-velocity gliding toward its target.

These developments form part of Japan’s emerging

counterstrike strategy, aimed at enhancing deterrence

and improving rapid-response capabilities. However,

challenges remain, including technological hurdles in

missile guidance and heat-resistant materials. Japan

also remains dependent on U.S. defense technology,

which could influence the pace of progress. [Asia

Times]

Japan’s shift toward acquiring long-range precision-

strike capabilities marks a significant break from its

post-World War II defense policies. Although the

country has historically avoided developing offensive

strike weapons, its current course signals a more

proactive stance on national security. [The EurAsian

Times]

Japan: Record lost to social media scams

in 2024 reported

(adi) In concerning news, individuals in Japan lost a

record JPY 126.8 billion (USD 833 million) to scams

conducted through social media platforms in 2024,

marking a JPY 81.3 billion increase from the previous

year, according to preliminary figures released by the

National Police Agency (NPA). The surge in financial

losses reflects the growing prevalence of online fraud

schemes, particularly romance and investment scams.
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The majority of cases involved scammers building trust

with victims over time before soliciting money under

false pretenses, often through fake investment

opportunities or fabricated romantic relationships.

Authorities have identified organized crime groups as

key perpetrators, employing increasingly sophisticated

tactics to deceive individuals across different

demographics.

The record-high financial losses highlight the urgent

need for stronger cybersecurity measures and public

awareness initiatives. [Kyodo News]

Japan: Gold smuggling surges amid rising

prices and tax evasion

(adi) Gold smuggling cases in Japan surged in 2024,

reaching a record 1,729 incidents, as rising prices and

attempts to evade the 10 percent consumption tax

drove illicit imports. The increase, reported by the

Ministry of Finance, reflects a broader trend of

economic crime linked to fluctuations in the global

commodities market.

Authorities attribute the sharp rise in smuggling to

individuals and criminal organizations seeking to

exploit tax loopholes by illegally bringing gold into

Japan and selling it without declaring the transactions.

This allows smugglers to avoid tax payments while

profiting from price differences.

In response, Japanese customs officials have

intensified screening measures at airports and

seaports, enhancing cooperation with international

agencies to track and intercept illegal gold shipments.

Officials warn that violators face severe penalties,

including heavy fines and imprisonment. [Kyodo

News] [South China Morning Post]

Mongolia: Government pushes business

reforms, infrastructure development,

health measures

(fs) The Mongolian government has taken steps to

strengthen business environment reforms,

infrastructure development, and public health

measures.

Government to streamline business regulations and

reduce bureaucracy
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The government is implementing measures to improve

the business environment and reduce bureaucratic

barriers.

Prime Minister Luvsannamsrain Oyun-Erdene has

directed efforts to simplify business registration,

minimize state intervention in economic activities, and

accelerate administrative reforms. The Economic

Development Council, chaired by the Prime Minister,

will meet weekly to address business-related

challenges.

Planned reforms include digitizing company

registration to ensure completion within three days,

streamlining environmental impact assessments, and

reducing approval times for energy connections.

Additionally, licensing procedures will transition to an

online platform by the second quarter of 2025. The

government also aims to eliminate excessive

regulatory requirements that exceed legal provisions.

Agreement finalized for cross-border railway

The government has granted the authority to sign an

agreement with China on the cross-border railway at

the Gashuunsukhait-Gantsmod border to Minister of

Industry and Mineral Resources of Mongolia  Tuvaan

Tsevegdorj and Minister of Road and Transportation of

Mongolia Delgersaikhan Borkhuu.

The railway project, under discussion since 2009,

regained momentum following Prime Minister Oyun-

Erdene's official visit to China last November, where an

agreement was signed for the joint construction of a

railway bridge at the Gashuunsukhait-Gantsmod

border (see Asia in Review No. 53, December/2024, 5).

Government to procure meningococcal vaccine from

Pfizer

The government is working to purchase the Nimenrix

meningococcal vaccine from Pfizer as part of efforts to

combat the disease.

Meningococcal vaccination is not part of Mongolia’s

routine immunization program, but five additional

immunization campaigns have been conducted since

1994. Voluntary vaccinations began in 2001, targeting

children aged 2 to 18, achieving 90–96 percent

coverage.

From December 2024 to February 2025, Mongolia

recorded eight suspected cases, three of which were

confirmed, resulting in the death of a three-year-old

kid. Two potential additional cases have been
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identified in Ulaanbaatar, with laboratory test results

still awaiting confirmation. [Xinhua]

Government reviews emergency task force meeting on

capital’s infrastructure development

The government reviewed directives issued during the

fourth meeting of the Emergency Task Force on

February 1, which was established under the Prime

Minister to support Ulaanbaatar’s infrastructure

development in 2025.

The task force convenes weekly to coordinate

intersectoral efforts and oversee the implementation

of projects aimed at reducing air pollution and

improving urban infrastructure.

During the latest meeting, the progress of previous

directives was assessed, alongside discussions on

some initiatives, including the Bagakhangai-Khushig

Valley railway, the relocation of markets from central

Ulaanbaatar, the 2030 Ulaanbaatar master plan, and

power shortages in the capital. Additionally, the use of

artificial intelligence for surveillance, the public

transport monitoring system, and a model project for

heating ger districts with renewable energy were

reviewed. [Sonin]

Mongolia: Former senior communist party

official appointed as Prime Minister’s

advisor

(fs) E. Erdenejamyan, former General Secretary of the

Mongolian People’s Revolutionary Party (MPRP), the

country’s former ruling communist party, has been

appointed as an advisor to Prime Minister

Luvsannamsrain Oyun-Erdene.

In his new role, Erdenejamyan will oversee matters

related to the Mongolian People’s Party (MPP), which

governs in coalition with the Democratic Party (DP) and

the National Labour Party (HUN Party). His

responsibilities include advising on the party’s strategic

activities and supporting the Prime Minister in party-

related affairs. [ikon.mn]

Previously, he served as Deputy Minister of Justice and

Internal Affairs from 2012 to 2014. As General

Secretary of the MPRP, he was involved in the party’s

merger with the MPP in 2022, unifying both parties

under the MPP’s name.  
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Mongolia: Member of parliament

collecting signatures for Prime Minister’s

dismissal

(fs) Member of Parliament (MP) Ch. Lodoysambuu is

preparing an official request to propose the dismissal

of Prime Minister Oyun-Erdene and is currently

gathering signatures from other lawmakers.

He announced on social media that MP Bayarmaa

Judagi was the first to sign, with three more MPs

expressing their intent to do so. He also announced

that he intends to call all 120 MPs to inquire about

their willingness to sign the petition.

A minimum of 32 signatures is required for the

proposal to be discussed in parliament. [GoGo]

Mongolia: TMK Energy to supply extracted

gas for power generation

(fs) Australia-listed gas exploration company TMK

Energy has announced a record-high increase in

natural gas extraction from its six wells in Mongolia’s

Gurvantes XXXV project, with production in January

surging by 300 percent compared to December 2024.

The company extracted nearly 8,000 cubic meters of

gas, surpassing its previous highest monthly output by

40 percent.

Three additional wells began test production on

January 10, contributing to the increase. Despite not

operating at full capacity, these results align with TMK

Energy’s goal to scale up production to commercial

levels in 2025, according to CEO Dugald Ferguson.

However, he cautioned that it is too early to determine

whether the current gas flow rates will remain stable

or increase.

The company has already secured an agreement to

supply its extracted gas for power generation. In

December, it signed a Memorandum of Understanding

with Germany’s Jens Energie, committing to sell 5,000-

15,000 cubic meters of gas per day starting in April

2025. Jens Energie plans to install several gas-powered

generators at the Gurvantes XXXV site in early 2025.

Other methane gas projects in Mongolia’s Tavan Tolgoi

region are progressing. Jade Gas Holdings is finalizing

its commercial gas strategy, while Elixir Energy

continues testing at its Nomgon project. Both firms

aim to achieve stable gas flow by the end of 2025.

[Bloomberg TV]
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Mongolia: Ulaanbaatar to expand public

transport capacity

(fs) Ulaanbaatar’s municipal government has outlined

an ambitious public transport development plan to

reduce traffic congestion by 2040.

The strategy includes over ten major infrastructure

projects, such as metro lines, expressways and cable

car systems. Feasibility studies for three projects have

been completed, with others still under development.

Projects include a 19.4 km metro line from Tolgoi to

Amgalan, set to open in 2030. Additionally,

construction of the Tuul expressway, a 32 km, six-lane

highway from Bayanzürkh to Songinokhairkhan

district, will begin this spring and is expected to be

operational mid-2027, with USD 173.5 million allocated

from the 2025 budget.

The Yarmag-Önör district cable car system, financed by

a French concessional loan and executed by France’s

Poma Group, will start construction in March 2025.

Other projects include the Ulaanbaatar tram system

and dedicated bus lanes.

By 2040, Ulaanbaatar’s transport network is expected

to feature eight horizontal, twelve vertical and three

ring roads, doubling capacity to 1.2 million passengers

per day. [Bloomberg TV]

Mongolia: Central bank increases precious

metal purchases in January

(fs) The Central Bank of Mongolia purchased 1,236.5

kilograms of precious metals in January 2025, marking

a 21.9 percent increase compared to the same period

last year.

The bank's Darkhan-Uul branch acquired 26.3

kilograms, while the Bayankhongor branch purchased

175.8 kilograms since the beginning of the year.

[Akipress]

Mongolia: Foreign trade declines by 11.9

percent in January

(fs) Mongolia’s foreign trade totaled USD 1.9 billion in

January 2025, marking an 11.9 percent decrease
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compared to the same period in 2024, according to the

General Customs Authority. Despite the decline, the

trade balance recorded a surplus of USD 46 million.

Exports reached USD 1 billion, down 23.1 percent year-

on-year. Coal exports saw a significant drop, with

volume decreasing by over one million tons and

revenue falling by 44 percent. The slowdown is

attributed to full coal storage facilities in China and

delays in imports, leading to lower prices. Coal

accounted for 44.1 percent of total exports, followed

by copper concentrate at 25.9 percent.

Imports grew by 4 percent to USD 973.2 million, driven

primarily by petroleum products (21 percent of total

imports) and passenger vehicles (14.3 percent).

[Bloomberg TV]

Mongolia: Court acquits former speaker,

convicts ex-transport minister

(fs) A Mongolian court has acquitted former Speaker of

Parliament and Presidential Chief of Staff Z. Enkhbold

while convicting former Transport Minister and MP B.

Enkh-Amgalan on charges of abuse of power.

Enkh-Amgalan and Enkhbold were accused of

leveraging their political positions to provide undue

advantages to others. In March 2024, they were

sentenced to a five-year ban from public office and

fined USD 11,500. Following their appeal, the appellate

court annulled the lower court's ruling in September,

leading to a retrial.

The latest verdict dismissed the charges against

Enkhbold due to a lack of evidence of criminal

wrongdoing. However, Enkh-Amgalan was found guilty

of abuse of power, being sentenced to two years of

prison. [Sonin]

North Korea: UN report details executions

and surveillance of citizens for obtaining

foreign information

(mc) The Office of the United Nations High

Commissioner for Human Rights (OHCHR) has accused

North Korea of warrantless house searches, intensified

surveillance and public executions targeting citizens

found in possession of foreign media and information.

The accusations were made in a report, released on
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February shortly ahead of a UN Human Rights Council

session scheduled for February 24 to April 4.

The findings, based on 175 testimonies from North

Korean defectors, highlight increased state control

over access to foreign information between late 2022

and late 2024. According to the report, North Korea

has intensified the crackdown through “109 Sangmu”, a

government task force responsible for detecting and

eliminating access to unauthorized content such as

foreign media, publications, radios and USB sticks.

Dissidents detailed the task force's frequent use of

wiretapping, warrantless house searches and physical

abuse during interrogations.

The report noted that detainees were often subjected

to public trials and those accused of accessing or

distributing banned materials were subjected to harsh

sentences, including execution by firing squad.

The report also observed a demographic shift among

North Korean defectors reaching South Korea, with an

increasing number of former overseas workers fleeing

their workplaces to seek asylum. OHCHR publishes

such reports every two years as part of its ongoing

efforts to document human rights violations in North

Korea. [Yonhap News Agency] [United Nations]

North Korea: Young woman publicly

executed

(mm) A North Korean woman was reportedly executed

in public by firing squad in late January. The 20-year-

old, identified only by her last name Lee, was found

guilty of robbing and murdering a couple in their 70s

last October. Three months later Lee was arrested,

convicted and immediately executed in front of a

crowd of shocked onlookers.

The sudden execution following the public trial is an

effort by the authorities to deter criminal behaviour.

The death penalty in North Korea covers a wide range

of offences including heinous crimes, drug smuggling

and foreign influence, including South Korean

entertainment. In the last decade North Korea has

publicly executed at least seven people for watching or

distributing South Korean K-pop videos. [Daily NK]

The U.S. has claimed that citizens and relatives of

accused offenders are often mobilised to watch these

executions to incite fear among North Koreans and

instil the regime's control. [Department of State, USA]
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North Korea: Kim Jong Un sets quota for

new hospitals per year

(dql) North Korean leader Kim Jong-un has called for

improving regional living conditions to eliminate

disparities between urban and rural areas, aiming for a

uniform cultural standard nationwide. He highlighted

the modernization of public health services as

essential for regional development and pledged to

build 20 hospitals annually from 2026.

He made these remarks during a groundbreaking

ceremony for a regional hospital on February 6,

announcing the modernization of regional healthcare

as a "top priority,” of the government. [KCNA]

The ceremony marked the start of construction on

Hospital and General Service Center in Kangdong

County, a rural area administratively part of

Pyongyang, as part of the "Regional Development

20X10 Policy”.

Introduced in January last year, the Regional

Development 20X10 Policy initially focused on building

factories to enhance material and cultural living

standards. In August, Kim expanded it to include

hospitals and science and technology centers. [Yonhap

News Agency] [AA]

South Korea: Detained President Yoon doubles

down on martial law decree as legitimate

(mm) Detained President Yoon Suk Yeol has reiterated

to People Power Party (PPP) lawmakers that his martial

law decree was a necessity, insisting South Korea faced

'multiple crises' so the measure was constitutionally

legitimate.

On February 10 a group of pro-Yoon PPP lawmakers

met with the president for the third time since his

arrest at the Seoul Detention Centre in Uiwang,

Gyeonggi. After the discussions, lawmaker Kim Gi-

hyeon told reporters that he and other lawmakers had

reassured the president that many citizens and

lawmakers sympathised with the circumstances that

led to the president's martial law decree. Apparent

after this weekend's mass demonstration in Daegu,

with 50,000 people in attendance protesting against

Yoon’s impeachment. 

Reading from a notebook with written remarks of the

president, Kim described the president's optimism

towards the public sentiment. According to Kim, Yoon

is doing well and is confident about the public

https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-strfdk-l-ky/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-strfdk-l-kj/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-strfdk-l-kj/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-strfdk-l-kt/


sentiment in his favour. He encouraged authorities and

government officials to work together to support

people in need.

The meeting with the detained president will be the

last for the foreseeable future as mounting criticism

grows that these discussion lawmakers constitute

'prison politics'. The opposition Democratic Party and

senior officials have slammed these meetings, saying

both president and pro-Yoon lawmakers participating

in these discussions would be forever known as

collaborators in insurrection. [Korea Joongang Daily]

South Korea: Opposition party leader

faces backlash over Constitutional Court

election law review request

(fn) Opposition Democratic Party (DP) leader Lee Jae-

myung has been accused by the ruling People Power

Party (PPP) of using his recent call for a constitutional

review of the country’s election laws as means to delay

his ongoing trials ahead of a potential early

presidential election.

The Constitutional Court is currently hearing the

impeachment trial of suspended President Yoon Suk-

yeol over his December 3 martial law imposition.

Should the court uphold the National Assembly’s

December 14 impeachment vote, presidential elections

must be held within 60 days after the court’s ruling.

Lee was sentenced to one year in prison, suspended

for two years in November at a Seoul court for

violating the election laws during his previous

presidential campaign in 2022 where he narrowly lost

against Yoon. He was also accused of lying about his

ties to a key figure in a corruption-ridden construction

project during his tenure as Seongnam city mayor. Lee

has appealed against the verdict, which, if upheld,

could bar him from running for public office.

The DP denied Lee’s strategy of seeking delays,

asserting that the review process will quickly end

without any delay and will not affect ongoing court

proceedings. [The Korea Times] 

Lee comfortably leading in polls, with 32 percent of

respondents favoring him as next presidential

candidate over Labor Minister Kim Moon-soo (12

percent, PPP), Seoul Mayor Oh Se-hoon (8 percent,

PPP), Daegu Mayor Hong Joon-pyo (7 percent, PPP),

and former PPP leader Han Dong-hoon (6 percent).
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However, the respondents’ approval ratings of the

rivaling two parties show a different picture, with the

PPP and the DP neck and neck, garnering with 39

percent and 37 percent, respectively, each rising one

percentage point from the previous week. [Yonhap

News Agency]

In light of these figures, Lee admitted that the public

perceives DP governance as ineffective, despite past

political struggles, including the candlelight protests

that led to former Park Geun-hye’s impeachment in

2017.

Lee said this at the launched event of the DP’s

"Everyone's Questions Q" initiative on February 7 that

aims to enhance public engagement in policy-making.

He stressed the need to reform the party’s policy-

making approach, noting that public protests did not

escalate following Yoon martial law declaration on

December 3. [ChosunBiz]

South Korea: Opposition party leader Lee

Jae-myung eyes broader voter base with

reform proposals

(fn) Lee Jae-myung, the leader of the main opposition

Democratic Party of Korea (DPK) proposed several

political and economic reforms in a February 10

parliamentary speech to gain broader political support,

moving beyond his traditional voter base.

His proposals included introducing a legislative recall

system that would allow voters to remove elected

lawmakers, introducing policies aimed at reducing

working hours by implementing a 4.5-day workweek

and at fostering innovation in a high-tech society with a

greater focus on AI, biotechnology, defense, and

renewable energy. He also called for an increase in the

retirement age and highlighted plans for economic

recovery, such as a supplementary budget of 30 trillion

won (USD 20 billion). In addition, he stressed the need

for efforts to resume dialogue with Noth Korea, while

maintaining military readiness. [Yonhap News Agency]

The ruling People Power Party (PPP) slammed Lee's

speech, calling it a "blatant scam.” However, regarding

the legislative recall system, the party appears to be

open for dialogue, emphasizing that the matter should

be discussed between both parties. [The Korea Times

1]

In a separate move, PPP floor leader Kweon Seong-

dong proposed a constitutional amendment on

February 11 to curb excessive presidential power,
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calling it a fundamental solution to the ongoing

political crisis.

In a policy speech before the National Assembly, he

argued that the current system fosters extreme

political division, making the presidency a life-or-death

struggle for both ruling and opposition parties. He

urged reforms to decentralize power and suggested

restructuring the electoral districts, even at the cost of

shortening parliamentary terms restructure electoral

districts, even if it meant shortening lawmakers’ terms.

In addition, he attacked the DPK for triggering

President Yoon Suk Yeol’s declaration of martial law,

accusing it of political maneuvering to destabilize the

government and pave the way for an early presidential

election. He criticized the DPK’s impeachment efforts

against key officials, claiming they had paralyzed the

administration. [The Korea Times 2]

The reform proposals of both parties come amid an

impending presidential election, as the Constitutional

Court is widely expected to uphold the National

Assembly’s impeachment vote against President Yoon

Suk-yeol, which would require an election within 60

days of the ruling.

A latest poll showed that 49.2 percent of South

Koreans support a power transition to the opposition if

President Yoon’s impeachment triggers a snap

election. This marks a slight 0.1 percentage point

increase from two weeks prior. The Opposition stood

at 45.2 percent, down 0.8 points, maintaining a 4-point

gap within the margin of error since mid-January.

The poll also revealed that the PPP maintains a narrow

lead over the DPK at 42.8 percent to 40.8 percent,

though the gap has narrowed. [The Korea Herald]

South Korea: Sixth hearing in President

Yoon’s impeachment trail sees

testimonies pro and against him

(dql) During the sixth hearing of the Constitutional

Court impeachment trial against President Yoon Suk-

yeol, testimonies both pro and contra him were made.

Former Army Special Warfare Command leader

Lt. Gen. Kwak Jong-keun, former leader of the Army

Special Warfare Command, reaffirmed his testimony

on February 6 during the sixth hearing of President

Yoon Suk Yeol's impeachment trial, confirming that

Yoon had ordered him to remove lawmakers from the
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National Assembly on the night of December 3,

following his surprise martial law announcement.

Kwak explained that since there were no military

personnel inside the building at the time, he

understood the president's order to refer to

lawmakers rather than agents. This contradicted

former Defense Minister Kim Yong-hyun’s claim that

the president's order was to recall military personnel,

not remove lawmakers, as the words for "agent" and

"lawmaker" in Korean sound similar. Kwak clarified

that when he received the call from Yoon, there were

no operatives in the National Assembly, so he

understood the directive to involve lawmakers. [The

Korea Times] [Reuters]

Yoon rejected Kwak’s testimony, asserting that the

distinction between agents and lawmakers was clear

and accusing Kwak of plotting against him.

707th Special Mission Group leader

Meanwhile, Col. Kim Hyun-tae, head of the Army

Special Warfare Command’s 707th Special Mission

Group – South Korea's Army Special Warfare

Command tasked with conducting specialized military

operations, including counter-terrorism, hostage

rescue, and other high-risk missions – clarified that his

orders were to seal off and secure the National

Assembly, not to remove lawmakers. He noted that

even if such an order had been given, it would have

been impractical.

Kim also described a conversation with Kwak, who

inquired about preventing more than 150 lawmakers

from assembling – the number needed to vote down

the martial law decree. [The Online Citizen]

President’s chief economic adviser

Furthermore, Park Chun-seop, Yoon's chief economic

adviser, testified that he did not see Yoon give a note

to Acting President Choi Sang-mok – the then Deputy

Prime Minister and Minister of Strategy and Finance –,

during the emergency martial law on December 3. The

note, reportedly containing instructions on securing

reserve funds and preparing a budget for the National

Emergency Legislative Organization, was central to the

opposition's claims that it aimed to replace the

National Assembly.

During the impeachment trial, Yoon's defense team

asked Park whether he had seen the note, to which he

responded, "No," and confirmed he had not received

any related information from Yoon or Choi prior to the

martial law. Yoon denied giving such a note, stating he
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only learned about it through news articles after

martial law was lifted.

Yoon also dismissed the opposition’s claim that the

National Emergency Legislative Organization was

meant to replace the National Assembly, arguing it

would be illogical to discuss such matters with the

Ministry of Strategy and Finance.

Former Minister of National Defense, Kim Yong-hyun,

had previously testified that he drafted a note related

to the organization’s budget, which would have been

managed by the Ministry of Strategy and Finance. Choi,

who is from Yoon’s own party, the ruling People Power

Party, ontinued to assert that he had received the note

from President Yoon. He clarified that someone

handed him the note as reference material but did not

verify its contents on the day of the martial law

declaration. [The Korea Herald] [ChosunBiz]

South Korea: Government, ruling party

seek tougher measures against work

place bullying

(dql) The government and the ruling People Power

Party (PPP) are advocating for stricter measures to

combat workplace bullying, having agreed to introduce

a new bill aimed at addressing workplace harassment,

with a particular focus on freelance and platform

workers.

The move follows the death of freelance weathercaster

Oh Yoanna last year, which is widely believed to have

been caused by the company’s failure to take

immediate action against the harassment she faced

from colleagues.

During a policy consultation meeting at the National

Assembly on February 7, government officials and PPP

lawmakers discussed the possibility of conducting a

special inspection of broadcaster MBC (Munhwa

Broadcasting Corporation), where Oh Yoanna worked,

if the broadcaster’s internal investigation into the

harassment allegations is delayed or found to be

insufficient. [Yonhap News Agency]

As of 2022, the Korea Worker Institute reported that

South Korea had more than 4 million freelancers, while

a separate government estimate indicated that the

country had over 880,000 on-demand workers by

2023.

While South Korean law already protects employees

from harassment under the Labor Standards Act,
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freelancers and on-demand workers are not covered, a

gap highlighted by recent harassment claims, including

one from Hanni, a member of the K-pop group

NewJeans. [The Korea Herald]

South Korea: Energy ministry concedes

major oil and gas project may

economically inviable

(dql) Officials from the Ministry for Trade, Industry and

Energy have cautioned that initial drilling results off

South Korea’s east coast suggest the "Blue Whale"

project, a major oil and gas initiative, may not be

economically viable. While there were some indications

of gas prospects, the amount discovered was not

considered significant. [Hankyoreh]

Despite this, a vice minister noted that the initial data

still holds promise for guiding further exploration,

although decisions on additional drilling have not yet

been made.

President Yoon Suk Yeol announced the project in

June, estimating that the area could contain up to 14

billion barrels of oil and gas (see AiR No. 23, June/2024,

1). The project raised hopes of securing enough energy

to meet South Korea’s demand for the next 29 years.

Located off the southeastern port city of Pohang, the

site lies within South Korea's Exclusive Economic Zone.

However, skepticism from opposition parties has

focused on the high costs of exploration, with some

government officials citing only a 20 percent success

rate for the project. Yoon estimated that drilling each

of up to five wells could cost 100 billion won

(approximately USD 69 million). In December, the

opposition-controlled parliament reduced the

government’s 2025 budget for the project by nearly all

of its allocated funds (see AiR No. 50, December/2024,

2). [Reuters]

In a separate development, Hyundai Mipo Dockyard

has begun steel cutting for a new 45000 cbm medium

gas carrier to enhance Dutch Purus's ammonia

transport. Purus is a company involved in the transport

and storage of low-carbon gases, particularly

ammonia, which is a key component in the global

energy transition.

It announced that steel cutting for its latest 45,000

cubic meter MGC began on February 5. The ammonia-

ready vessel, scheduled for delivery in 2026, is one of

four gas carriers being built to transport low-carbon

gases, primarily ammonia. Additionally, Purus expects
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two more 45,000 cbm dual-fuel ammonia-ready MGCs

to be delivered in 2027, as part of a September 2024

shipbuilding order.

The new vessels will feature an innovative cargo

handling system for enhanced flexibility and efficiency.

Once delivered, these will expand Purus’ ammonia

transport fleet to nine units, including three 40,000

cbm MGCs currently in operation. [Offshore Energy]

South Korea: Government create battery,

bio-tech industry fund

(fn) Acting President Choi Sang-mok announced a plan

to establish a KRW 34 trillion (approximately USD 23.5

billion) fund to support the country’s high-tech battery

and biotechnology industries. The fund, to be created

at the Korea Development Bank, will be more than

twice the size of the current semiconductor industry

support program.

Choi outlined plans to provide low-interest loans and

develop a detailed strategy for the fund, with

discussions on related legislation set for March with

the National Assembly. He also pledged significant

financial support for small and midsize businesses

involved in producing parts and materials for high-tech

industries.

Additionally, Choi announced that a national AI

committee meeting will be held in February to

formulate a strategy to strengthen the country’s AI

capabilities. [KBS World]

South Korea: Government to invest

massively in defence exports 

(mm) The government and ruling People's Power Party

(PPP) have agreed to spend over KRW 3 trillion (USD 2

billion) on 10 national defence export areas over the

next two years. The support measures come as South

Korea continues its aim to become the world's fourth

largest arms exporter by 2027.

At the National Assembly on February 10, the South

Korean government and the PPP announced a slew of

K-defence support measures to boost arms exports

after a sluggish performance over the last two years.

Party chief policy maker Kim Sang-hoon confirmed

there will be a focus on technology export sectors

including artificial intelligence, aerospace, and high-

end materials.
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Support measures also include small to medium sizes

arms manufacturers who will receive up to 5 billion

won over the next two years. State-run lenders,

including the Export-Import Bank of Korea and the

Korea Trade Insurance Corporation, will also be able to

increase lending limits and provide financial support to

smaller manufacturers.

The government stated it plans to ease employment

restrictions for arms manufacturers, enabling a special

overtime work permit system that allows companies to

ask employees to work up to 64 hours a week, for up

to 180 days per year. A significant increase from

current South Korean labour laws that dictate a

maximum workweek for full-time employees at 40

hours, with the possibility of an additional 12 hours of

overtime per week only. [The Korea Herald]

Currently the world’s 10th largest arms exporter, over

the last decade South Korea has emerged as one of

the world’s fastest growing defence exporters.

According to a 2024 report from media outlet Chosun

Ilbo, S. Korean arms exports have grown rapidly from

just USD 3 billion in 2020 to a national record of USD

17.3 billion in 2022. Despite a downturn over 2023 and

2024, South Korean arms exports are projected to

reach USD 24 billion in 2025. [Yonhap News Agency 1]

On-going geopolitical tensions and conflict has been

the biggest driver of K-defence exports, with the

number of countries importing South Korean arms

products expanding from four in 2022 to twelve in

2023. While South Korean law prohibits the export of

its weapons to conflict zones, it is increasingly

supplying arms to nations bordering countries in

conflict.

In 2022, after the outbreak of Russia-Ukraine war,

South Korea secured it's biggest-ever arms deal with

Poland estimated at 30 trillion won (USD 22.72 billion).

An arms agreement senior defence officials from South

Korea and Poland reaffirmed last week. [Yonhap News

Agency 2]

Since then, several European countries neighbouring

Russia, including Estonia, Finland, and Norway, have

also purchased South Korean weapons. South Korean

tanks and K9 self-propelled howitzers are largely

disrupting the arms industry, beating out German

firms in both the European market and in Australia.

[Foreign Policy]

Analysts say the demand for S. Korean arms comes

with its reputation for being "cheaper, better, faster"

meaning they are cost-efficient, with faster production
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and are highly reliable. This is largely due to South

Korea's consistent investment in its defence industry

due to its status of being formally at war with North

Korea. Joint military exercises with the U.S. have also

help to develop South Korean weapon platforms that

are highly compatible with U.S. and NATO systems

simplifying arms cooperation with allies. [CNBC]

As arms exports continue to grow worldwide, South

Korea may benefit from the ‘lock-in effect’ of weapon

system exports. This shows that once a country adopts

a weapon system it proves too costly to change to

another, leading to additional purchases of compatible

weapons and bilateral military cooperation [The

Chosun Daily].

South Korea: Warning against use of

DeepSeek

(dql/mc) Following the example of other countries (see

AiR No. 5, February/2025, 1), South Korea has warned

against using the open-source AI model DeepSeek-R1,

citing concerns over extensive data collection and

indefinite storage on Chinese servers.

South Korea’s National Intelligence Service (NIS)

reported that DeepSeek tracks chat logs and

keystrokes, sharing user data with advertisers and

affiliates without an opt-out option. It added that,

under Chinese law, the data could be accessed by the

Chinese government. [The Korea Herald]

In an earlier move, several South Korean government

ministries and agencies moved to block access to

DeepSeek, citing concerns over potential user data

collection and security risks.

On February 6, the Ministry of Environment restricted

access to DeepSeek from all government computers

connected to the internet, but did not apply the same

measure to other AI services such as OpenAI's

ChatGPT. Intelligence officials have advised caution in

the use of DeepSeek as its data collection mechanisms

remain unclear. [Tech in Asia]

Following this, several other government agencies,

including the Board of Audit and Inspection, the Anti-

Corruption and Civil Rights Commission, and the

Ministry of State Legislation, also blocked access to the

platform over concerns that personal data could be

leaked to China.

The Ministry of Education has also banned the use of

DeepSeek in kindergartens, elementary schools,

https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-strfdk-l-bl/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-strfdk-l-br/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-strfdk-l-br/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-strfdk-l-by/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-strfdk-l-bj/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-strfdk-l-bt/


middle schools and high schools. Universities,

however, were exempted from the ban, with the

ministry advising universities to exercise caution when

using the platform for research and educational

purposes. [Yonhap News Agency] [Reuters]

The government's actions follow a directive from the

Ministry of Home Affairs and Security urging central

government ministries and local governments to

exercise caution when using prolific AI services like

DeepSeek. Since then, the ministries of foreign affairs,

trade, defense and finance have also imposed

restrictions on the platform.

South Korea: Acting President calls for

strong military posture

(dql) Acting President Choi Sang-mok has urged a

strong military posture amidst rising security tensions,

urging commanders to maintain troop morale.

Speaking at a meeting at the Joint Chiefs of Staff

command center in Seoul, Choi emphasized the

importance of an unbroken chain of command and

readiness to respond to any North Korean

provocations. He encouraged the military to continue

training despite domestic political instability and

stressed the need for active communication between

commanders and front-line troops to ensure high

morale. Choi also urged personnel to reassure the

public about national security during this critical

period.

This was his first visit to the Joint Chiefs since

becoming acting president in late December. [The

Korea Herald]

Taiwan: President Lai calls for unity in

government

(ce) Amid escalating domestic political tensions and

global uncertainties, President Lai Ching-te convened a

high-level meeting on February 10 with the leaders of

Taiwan's five government branches to address

pressing political and economic challenges. Exercising

his constitutional authority, Lai emphasized the need

for cross-party and intergovernmental cooperation,

particularly in response to geopolitical tensions, supply

chain shifts, and China’s diplomatic and military

pressures.
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Lai likened the five branches to fingers on a hand—

distinct yet only strong when working together. He

stressed that the meeting aimed to foster

communication, clarify constitutional roles, and

collaboratively resolve disputes. “Whether facing

external threats or internal conflicts, Taiwan must

move forward with unity,” he said.

A key topic was the ongoing budget dispute between

the Executive Yuan, Taiwan’s Cabinet, and the

Legislative Yuan, the Parliament, with Legislative

Speaker Han Kuo-yu from the opposition party, the

Kuomintang, urging the Executive Yuan to avoid

requesting reconsiderations and instead adjust

budgets through follow-up amendments. Lai tasked

Premier Cho Jung-tai and Han with interagency

negotiations to find a workable solution.

Presidential Office Secretary-General Pan Men-an later

stated that while no definitive agreement was reached,

both sides committed to resolving the issue through

dialogue. Whether broader party leader negotiations

will follow depends on future developments. [Taipei

Times]

This initiative comes as Taiwan grapples with

heightened political tensions, fueled by recall

campaigns targeting numerous lawmakers following

recent budget cuts enacted by the KMT-TPP majority.

Adding to the complexity, the return of a Trump

administration in the United States casts a shadow of

uncertainty over Taiwan's economic and security

outlook. Trump's recent proposals, such as tariffs on

Taiwan's semiconductor industry, along with his

"America First" policies and key appointments, have

raised concerns about the future of US-Taiwan

relations. [Taiwan News]

Taiwan's government is structured into five branches,

which include the Executive Yuan, the executive branch

headed by the Premier, responsible for policy

implementation and administration; the Legislative

Yuan, the legislative branch, composed of elected

representatives; the Judicial Yuan, the judicial branch,

responsible for interpreting laws and adjudicating legal

disputes; the Control Yuan, tasked with auditing

government operations, investigating misconduct, and

protecting citizens' rights; and the Examination Yuan,

responsible for overseeing civil service examinations,

ensuring the competence and integrity of public

officials. These branches form the foundation of

Taiwan's governmental system, ensuring a separation

of powers and checks and balances similar to other

democratic nations.

https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-strfdk-l-bk/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-strfdk-l-bk/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-strfdk-l-bu/


Taiwan: Government’s attempt to reverse

new regulation on recalling public officials

fails

(dql) The opposition majority in the parliament have

blocked the government’s attempt to overturn the

tightening of recall regulations. In December, the

opposition parties Kuomintang (KMT) and Taiwan

People’s Party (TPP) raised the threshold for recall

petitions under the Public Officials Election Recall Act.

The Cabinet sought to reverse these amendments, but

60 out of 113 lawmakers voted against the revote, with

only the 51 members of the Democratic Progressive

Party (DPP) supporting the Cabinet.

The rejected amendments require petitioners to

submit photos of their ID when signing recall petitions.

This vote occurred as campaigns to recall dozens of

lawmakers were underway, and the new regulations

could force recall efforts to restart (see article below).

The government had previously lost a similar revote on

January 10 regarding amendments to the

Constitutional Court Procedure Act. [Taiwan News]

Taiwan: 47 recall proposals confirmed by

election watchdog

(dql/ce) The Central Election Commission has

announced receipt of 47 recall proposals. On February

3, proposals were submitted targeting opposition

Kuomintang (KMT) figures, including caucus convener

Fu Kun-chi, suspended Hsinchu City Mayor Kao Hung-

an, and 18 KMT lawmakers. On February 10, 12 more

recall proposals were submitted against an additional

dozen KMT legislators.

Of the 47 proposals, 44 target lawmakers, one seeks

the recall of a city or county mayor, and two focus on

city or county councilors.

These recalls are part of a broader political movement

that gained momentum in December, following budget

cuts approved by KMT and Taiwan People’s Party

lawmakers. In response, the ruling Democratic

Progressive Party (DPP) leader Ker Chien-ming initiated

efforts to recall 41 KMT legislators, while KMT

supporters filed counter-recalls against four DPP

lawmakers. Recently, recall proposals were also

submitted against several DPP legislators, including Wu

Szu-yao, Wu Pei-yi, Su Chiao-hui, and Wu Chi-ming.

[Taiwan News]
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DPP warns of potential Chinese interference in lawmaker

recall campaign

The DPP is urging vigilance against potential Chinese

interference in the ongoing recall campaign targeting

several lawmakers (see AiR No. 5, February/2025, 1)

DPP lawmakers have expressed concerns that the

Chinese Communist Party (CCP) may attempt to

manipulate the recall process, similar to its

documented interference in past Taiwanese elections.

They point to previous CCP tactics, such as funneling

money to favored candidates, offering bribes to voters

and media outlets, and spreading propaganda. DPP

Legislator Lai Jui-lung emphasized the importance of

the recall effort in countering CCP influence, arguing

that a successful recall could significantly weaken

CCP's efforts to control the legislature. He warned that

the CCP might increase its resources and efforts to

meddle in the recalls, using democratic processes to

undermine democracy. "We ask people to take caution

and be prudent," Lai stated.

DPP caucus chief executive Rosalia Wu echoed these

concerns, highlighting the CCP's history of interfering

in Taiwanese elections through non-democratic

means. She likened the recall process to a large-scale

election, making it a prime target for CCP interference.

"We know the CCP has for a long time been supporting

a certain political party," Wu said, suggesting that CCP

meddling would likely escalate. She urged the public to

be aware and guard against such tactics. [Taipei Times]

Taiwan: Opposition lawmaker under

investigation for abuse of office in

government contracts

(ce/dql) The Taipei District Prosecutors Office is

investigating allegations that opposition Taiwan

People's Party (TPP) lawmaker Wu Chun-cheng used

his position to benefit companies linked to him and his

family through government contracts.

The investigation comes after the ruling Democratic

Progressive Party (DPP) has called for a judicial inquiry

accusing Wu and his family of profiting from their

"Strong Generation" programs that seek to empower

older adults in Taiwan.

DPP caucus chief executive Rosalia Wu pointed out

that Wu established the Strong Generation Association

in 2021 and has since created several businesses, all

controlled by his family, including Pulse Research

Consulting and Popcorn Digital Information. These
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companies have reportedly secured NTD 1.1 billion

(USD 33.5 million) in government contracts.

Furthermore, she levelled accusations against Wu,

claiming that he leveraged his position to advance the

Act Promoting Development for Strong Generation

Policies for personal gain. [Taipei Times]

DPP legislators, further, argue that Wu’s role in

initiating the "Act for Promotion of Strong Generation

Policies and Industrial Development," passed on

January 24, was part of an effort to expand his

business influence.  

While Wu has denied these accusations, he has since

stepped down from all roles within the association. He

asserted that he had not participated in government

contract bidding since becoming a legislator in

February 2024 and noted that the only tender involving

the Strong Generation Association, which he chaired

until Jan. 24, 2025, occurred three years ago in Chiayi

City. [Focus Taiwan]

Taiwan: Economic growth remains strong

(ce) Taiwan's economy continues to demonstrate

significant growth, as evidenced by the National

Development Council's (NDC) latest economic

indicators. This positive economic outlook is also

reflected in the stock market, which has rallied for four

consecutive days, beginning on February 8th. The

government's growth forecast for this year is in line

with think tank projections, with the Taiwan Institute of

Economic Research estimating 3.42 percent and the

Chung-Hua Institution for Economic Research

expecting 3.22 percent. In December 2024, the NDC's

monitoring system flashed a "red light," signaling a

booming or potentially overheating economy—the first

occurrence since August 2024. The main monitoring

indicator rose by four points from November to reach

38. [Taiwan News 1] [Taiwan News 2]

The recent “red light” indicator, signaling a period of

rapid economic expansion, is largely fueled by the

increasing demand for emerging technologies like

artificial intelligence (AI) products and high-

performance computing (HPC) devices. Among the

nine contributing factors, industrial production and

manufacturers’ shipments surged into the red zone,

reflecting robust growth. Meanwhile, the wholesale,

retail, and food and beverage sectors advanced to

yellow-red, highlighting increasing consumer activity.

At the same time, the manufacturing climate indicator

stabilized at green, pointing to a broader picture of

stable growth across the economy. [Focus Taiwan]
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While the NDC's coincident indicators index, which

reflects the current state of the economy, rose by 0.61

percent from the previous month to reach 105.20 in

December, the leading indicators index, which

forecasts economic trends over the next six months

declined by 0.76 percent to 100.43. These fluctuations

signal the need for close monitoring of future

developments.

Taiwan’s forex reserves also rose to a record high of

USD 577.58 billion, with foreign investors holding USD

864.8 billion in local stocks and debt—equivalent to

150 percent of Taiwan’s foreign-exchange reserves.

Both figures mark historic highs. Taiwan’s current

growth could further be impacted by changes in United

States international trade policies and stricter US chip

export controls, should US President Trump make

good on his pledge to impose tariffs against imported

semiconductors. [Taipei Times]

President Lai commits to strengthening investment

environment

Meanwhile, President Lai Ching-te reaffirmed his

commitment to strengthening Taiwan’s investment

environment by overseeing three key initiatives:

attracting overseas Taiwanese businesses, accelerating

domestic corporate investments, and supporting

small- and medium-sized enterprises (SMEs) through

2027.

During his address, Lai reiterated his three core

missions: safeguarding national sovereignty and

development, protecting the livelihood and property of

the people, and enhancing their quality of life. He

outlined key initiatives, including wage increases, tax

cuts, childcare support, and youth development

programs, emphasizing collaboration with the private

sector to drive economic growth and social welfare.

Lai underscored that Taiwan’s continued development

as the Republic of China is inseparable from

maintaining its sovereignty and pledged to uphold the

Four Pillars of Peace action plan, originally introduced

by former President Tsai Ing-wen. Acknowledging

shared challenges with China, he reaffirmed Taiwan’s

openness to structured, equitable exchanges based on

equality, dignity, and mutual respect, with the shared

goal of achieving lasting cross-strait peace. [Taiwan

Today]

Following Lai’s remarks, Beijing has renewed its

criticism labelling him a “destroyer of peace” and

reasserting that mainland China are “not subordinate

to each other.” Zhu Fenglian, spokesperson for China's

Taiwan Affairs Office (TAO) accused Lai of undermining
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stability by promoting Taiwan’s independence while

claiming to seek peace. She further alleged that Lai is

escalating tensions, restricting cross-strait exchanges,

and leaning on foreign support to advance a separatist

agenda, stating “Lai is intentionally destroying peace,

restricting cross-strait exchanges, and scheming to rely

on foreign support or force to achieve independence”.

[SCMP]

Looking ahead, Lai expressed his hope that

constructive dialogue and cooperation would replace

blockades and confrontation, paving the way for a

more peaceful and stable future.

Taiwan: Taiwan Railway Corp proposes

first ticket fare increase in 30 years

(ce) Taiwan Railway Corp (TRC) has proposed a 26.8

percent average fare increase, marking the first hike in

30 years. The company plans to set its return rate at no

less than 0.36 percent, although the Legislative Yuan

suggests a reasonable return on ticket revenue should

be between 3 and 5 percent. The fare adjustments will

vary by distance, with short-distance fares

experiencing a larger increase and long-distance fares

seeing a smaller one. [Focus Taiwan]

Critics, however, have expressed concerns that the

proposed fare hike could significantly impact the

public’s ability to afford travel. The announcement

comes after TRC reported a record deficit of NTD 13.79

billion (USD 418.1 million) in its first year of

corporatization.

In 2024, TRC generated NTD 17.4 billion (USD 529.8

million) in ticket revenue, falling short of its NTD 18.5

billion (USD 563.3 million) target partially due to the

Hualien earthquake. The company also allocated NTD

2.3 billion (USD 70 million) for employee welfare and

NTD 200 million (USD 6.1 million) for post-

corporatization asset transfers. The lack of fare hikes,

combined with rising labor costs and operational

losses, has contributed heavily to this deficit. With a

steady deficit exceeding NTD 10 billion (USD 304.5

million) since 2021, TRC has proposed fare hikes as a

means to cover the deficit and boost future revenue.

The fare adjustment proposal will be initially reviewed

by the Ministry of Transportation and Communications

before being sent to the Executive Yuan for further

consideration. Once approved, the revised fares will be

announced two months prior to official

implementation. Transport Minister Chen Shih-kai has
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suggested that the new fares could be implemented as

early as the first half of 2025. [Taipei Times]

Taiwan: Space agency validates cutting-

edge space technologies

(ce) The Taiwan Space Agency (TASA) successfully

reviewed three months of imaging data from the

ONboard Globe-Looking and Imaging Satellite

(ONGlaisat) satellite, a joint development with Japan,

validating the effectiveness of self-developed

technologies. After analyzing 50 imaging operations,

the satellite's optical system and imaging sensor were

proven to function as designed.

This sets the stage for future satellites to enhance

image resolution. TASA demonstrated three major

technical advancements: a Korsch-type off-axis optical

system, a CMOS time delay and integration (TDI) image

sensor, and on-orbit JPEG 2000 image compression

capability. While TASA spearheaded the development

of these imaging technologies, the University of Tokyo

(UTokyo) played a crucial role in managing the cube

satellite’s launch, and control operations.

Due to its low orbital altitude and high solar exposure,

the ONGlaisat satellite, which was launched in

November 2024 is expected to conclude in March

2025. [Taiwan News]

Taiwan: Accelerating AI development with

program plans

(ce) Taiwan aims to become a major player in the

artificial intelligence (AI) arena by significantly boosting

its computing power. By 2029, the government plans

to increase the nation's combined public and private

sector computing capacity to 1,200 petaflops, a

substantial leap from its current 103 petaflops ranking

(11th globally as of November 2023). Often referred to

as "Sovereign AI," this initiative reflects President Lai

Ching-de's vision of transforming Taiwan into an "AI

island," where AI capabilities are developed and

utilized using domestic resources.

The strategy involves upgrading supercomputer

infrastructure through programs like the Taiwan Chip-

based Industrial Innovation Program and the Big South

New Silicon Valley Project. The aim is to achieve 480

petaflops in the public sector alone by 2029, with the

private sector contributing the remaining capacity to
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reach the 1,200 petaflop target. A new AI

supercomputer is slated to begin operations in May,

and a large cloud data center in the Southern Taiwan

Science Park is expected to open by the end of this

year, followed by an AI computing data center in

Tainan’s Shalun area by 2029.

In parallel with this infrastructure development, the

government is also establishing guidelines for the use

of generative AI within government agencies. Following

a recent ban on China-developed AI software

DeepSeek for government department (see AiR No. 5,

February/2025, 1), the Executive Yuan, Taiwan’s

Cabinet, has outlined three key measures: establishing

an AI Evaluation Center (AIEC) to assess AI applications,

creating an AI application manual, and developing

cybersecurity guidelines for products that could

compromise national security.

The AIEC, launched in December 2023, will lead the

evaluation of AI applications, drawing on international

best practices. Furthermore, strict regulations are in

place for any government agency needing to use

potentially risky products, including DeepSeek for

research purposes in universities, requiring approvals

and stringent control measures. [Taipei Times]

Taiwan: Military personnel barred from

using generative AI platforms

(dql) The defense ministry has banned the use of

generative AI platforms, including DeepSeek, ChatGPT,

and Gemini, due to security concerns, prohibiting

military personnel from uploading potentially sensitive

information to these platforms to protect

confidentiality and data security.

The directive highlighted the risks of AI platforms

collecting and analyzing user data, which could

compromise military secrets, personal data, and

intellectual property rights.

The ban also applies to Taiwan-made AI systems, such

as the Trustworthy Artificial Intelligence Dialogue

Engine (TAIDE) and the Advanced NCSIST Interactive

Language AI (ANILA). Military personnel are prohibited

from using AI tools to draft official documents due to

concerns over misinformation and unclear output.

Additionally, personnel are instructed to verify any AI-

generated content carefully. The MND warned that

misuse of AI for illegal activities or actions that harm

the military’s reputation would result in legal action.

[Taiwan News]
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Taiwan: Over 100 marines deployed to

safeguard Songshan Airport

(ce) Over the Lunar New Year, Taiwan’s military has

deployed over 100 marines to Taipei’s Songshan

Airport in bid to reinforce military security in the

Greater Taipei area. This deployment integrates the

66th Marine Brigade and the 202nd Military Police

Command into joint defense, with marines advancing

from the Political Warfare Academy into strategic

positions across the city.

Amid personnel constraints, the Ministry of National

Defense has granted the restructuring of the 66th

Marine Brigade, converting it into a strategic reserve

force under the General Staff Headquarters. This

transformation enables joint defense operations

alongside the 202nd Military Police Command, aiming

to enhance the military police's capacity to safeguard

Taipei against potential threats, including possible

decapitation strikes by the People's Liberation Army

(PLA) and challenges along the northern "red beaches."

[Taiwan News]

The restructuring follows U.S. Marine Corps'

transformation model, which replaces the traditional

tank and artillery battalions with a newly established

drone unit. It aligns with Taiwan’s focus on enhancing

capabilities in intelligence, surveillance, reconnaissance

and long-range strike capabilities. As part of this shift,

the 66th Marine Brigade’s M60A3 tank battalion and

M109A2 self-propelled artillery battalion will be phased

out after the Lunar New Year, making way for

advanced unmanned aerial systems to enhance

battlefield awareness and precision targeting.

Taiwan: Army expands conscripts’ training

to include drones and stinger missiles

(ce) Taiwan's Cabinet has unveiled a new training plan

for army conscripts as part of its ongoing efforts to

strengthen defense capabilities. In addition to

traditional combat training, recruits will now learn

drone operations and shoulder-launched Stinger

missile handling during their eight-week basic training

course. [Taipei Times]

This new development comes after reviewing the

performance of the first batch of conscripts who

underwent the extended one-year compulsory military

service. Along with these additions, recruits will also
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receive live-fire training with pistols and machine guns

to further sharpen their combat skills.

Last year, nearly 7,000 conscripts were enlisted, with

approximately 6,000 completing their training.

Taiwan’s decision to enhance its defense capabilities

includes a substantial NTD 6.89 billion (USD 209.8

million) investment in drones and plans to purchase

over 1,000 Stinger missiles from the United States,

reinforcing the country’s asymmetric defense strategy

(see AiR No. 41, October/2024, 2). [Taiwan News]

Taiwan: Fourteen Chinese military aircraft

and nine naval vessels spotted

(ce) Taiwan's Ministry of National Defense (MND)

reported increased Chinese military activity around the

island on February 9, tracking 14 aircraft and 6 naval

vessels by 6 AM. Several of the aircraft crossed the

Taiwan Strait's median line into Taiwan's air defense

identification zone. This activity follows a similar

pattern observed on February 8, when the MND

tracked 11 aircraft, 8 vessels, and a Chinese balloon.

These actions are consistent with China's ongoing use

of "gray zone tactics" since 2020, increasing military

pressure on Taiwan without resorting to direct conflict.

[Taiwan News 1]

In response, Taiwan mobilized its own defense

systems, including aircraft, naval ships, and coastal-

based missile systems to monitor the People's

Liberation Army's (PLA) activities. In this month alone,

Taiwan has observed Chinese military aircraft 88 times

and naval ships 41 times, continuing its vigilance over

Chinese military movements in the region. [Taiwan

News 2]

Taiwan: China's PLA lacks key capabilities

for Taiwan conquest

(ce) Despite rapid military modernization under Xi

Jinping, the Chinese People's Liberation Army (PLA) still

lacks the crucial joint warfare capabilities needed for a

successful invasion of Taiwan, according to Taiwan’s

Mainland Affairs Council's (MAC) latest quarterly report

on China.

Citing the US Defense Department's 2024 report, the

MAC notes Xi Jinping's military reforms to enhance

multi-domain and joint operations, but significant

shortcomings persist in command and control,
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logistics, urban warfare, and operations beyond the

first island chain. While China boasts the world's

largest navy (370 ships/submarines, 1,300+ fourth-

generation fighters), its joint warfare capability beyond

the first island chain is limited by organizational issues,

including the lack of a unified command and control

system.

Although Xi's anti-corruption efforts might delay

modernization goals, combat readiness has improved,

the MAC reported, citing the Pentagon. Chinese drills

focus on Taiwan Strait crises, invasion skills, and

deterring third-party intervention. The US believes an

invasion is unlikely, as China can't yet achieve a quick

victory with acceptable losses, according to former US

official Ely Ratner. It's unclear if China has met its

victory conditions for a Taiwan conflict. Concerned

about US intervention, China has increased its

intercontinental ballistic missile arsenal by 12.3

percent and medium-range missiles by 30 percent,

while short-range missiles (targeting the Taiwan Strait)

have decreased by 10 percent, possibly due to

exercises. [Taipei Times]
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Bangladesh: Widespread backlash against

former Awami League regime escalates

with attacks, demolitions

(lm) Since last week, Bangladesh has witnessed a surge

of violent protests and attacks targeting properties

linked to the country’s founding father, Sheikh Mujibur
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Rahman, his daughter, ousted Prime Minister Sheikh

Hasina, and their political party, the Awami League.

The attacks were fueled by anger over Hasina’s online

speech from exile in India, in which she urged her

supporters to resist the interim government led by

Chief Advisor Muhammad Yunus. This speech was

viewed by protesters as a direct challenge to the

current regime, and the attacks on Awami League-

linked properties were seen as retaliation against

Hasina's political legacy.

The destruction began on February 5, when protesters

stormed and demolished the historic Dhanmondi-32

residence, once home to Sheikh Mujibur Rahman. The

house, which had been converted into a museum by

Hasina after her father’s assassination, was leveled by

midnight, with excavators arriving to raze much of the

structure. [The Daily Star 1] [The Daily Star 2] [Al

Jazeera 1] [Al Jazeera 2]

The violence spread nationwide, targeting homes and

offices of Awami League leaders, including prominent

figures such as Obaidul Quader, Shahriar Alam, and

Abu Sayeed. In addition, protesters attacked murals of

Sheikh Mujibur Rahman in Dhaka, Sylhet, Rangpur, and

other districts, bulldozing or defacing them. Even

university halls named after Mujib were renamed by

protesters who declared them "free spaces" for those

killed in past protests. Torchlight processions in

Chattogram and Barishal, as well as protests in

Narayanganj by BNP-aligned lawyers, further fueled

the unrest. [The Daily Star 3]  [The Daily Star 4] [The

Daily Star 5] [The Daily Star 6] [The Daily Star 7] [The

Daily Star 8] [The Daily Star 9] [The Daily Star 10] [The

Daily Star 11]

Rights groups, including Ain O Salish Kendra (ASK),

condemned the attacks as violations of the rule of law,

while leftist parties accused the interim government of

allowing extremist groups to operate under military

protection. The Revolutionary Workers Party warned

that such violence could inadvertently bolster support

for the Awami League. [The Daily Star 12]

In response to the escalating violence, Hasina

delivered yet another speech on February 6,

condemning the attacks and accusing the interim

government of being unconstitutional and complicit in

orchestrating violence against her family. Speaking

from New Delhi, where she has been in exile since

August 2024, Hasina described Bangladesh as having

turned into a "land of terrorists and militants" and

accused interim leader Yunus of attempting to kill her

and her sister during the unrest. She denounced the

violence as an act of revenge against her family’s role

in the country’s independence. [The Hindu 3]
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As protests and violence continued, the interim

government launched Operation Devil Hunt on

February 8, a crackdown aimed at restoring order. The

operation, involving joint forces including the army,

police, and specialized units, has led to the arrest of

over 1,000 individuals. As of February 9, 1,308 people

had been detained, with 343 arrested in a 24-hour

period. While the operation targets those involved in

criminal activities, the government has assured that it

will not extend to innocent civilians. Home Affairs

Adviser Lt Gen (retd) Jahangir Alam Chowdhury

emphasized that the operation will continue until all

individuals destabilizing the country are arrested. [The

Daily Star 14] [The Daily Star 15] [The Hindu 4]

Bangladesh: Tensions between interim

government and BNP over timing of

general elections

(lm) Tensions are escalating between the Bangladesh

Nationalist Party (BNP) and the interim government

regarding the timing of the upcoming elections and the

extent of reforms to be implemented beforehand.

While the BNP demands immediate elections, citing

concerns that reforms could be used as a tactic to

delay the polls, the interim government views these

reforms as crucial to ensuring future democratic

governance. This ongoing disagreement has intensified

political uncertainty, as both sides push for their vision

of the country’s future political landscape.

Bangladesh’s interim government, led by Chief Adviser

Muhammad Yunus, has made it clear that the timing of

the national election—whether it will be held in

December this year or by June next year—will depend

on the implementation of reforms outlined in the

upcoming July Charter. This national consensus

document is designed to prevent future authoritarian

rule. The interim government emphasized that Yunus

is focused on reviewing recommendations from six

major reform commissions before finalizing the

election date.

A Consensus Commission, headed by Yunus and vice-

chaired by Prof Dr Ali Riaz, will evaluate these

proposals. The commission will engage with political

parties and civil society to determine which reforms

require immediate action and which will need

constitutional amendments. Once political parties

agree on the recommendations, they will sign the July

Charter, outlining the next steps for governance

reforms. While some measures will be implemented by

the current government, others will be left for the next

administration. [The Daily Star 1]
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Amid these discussions, Chief Adviser Yunus has called

on all stakeholders to accept the reform commission

reports and work toward their implementation,

emphasizing that the proposed reforms are critical to

restoring citizens’ rights and freedoms. Reflecting on

past experiences of harassment and the erosion of

rights, Yunus stressed that the reforms provide a path

forward for justice and governance improvements. He

announced that the recommendations will be shared

with citizens, political parties, and civil society groups

to build national consensus. [The Daily Star 2]

However, the BNP has raised concerns about the

interim government’s efforts regarding the upcoming

general elections and its focus on reforms, suggesting

that these actions could delay the polls. Following a

recent meeting with interim leader Muhammad Yunus,

BNP Secretary General Mirza Fakhrul Islam Alamgir

expressed hope that the elections would be completed

within December, adding that  his party would in no

way accept any local government elections before the

national election. [The Daily Star 3]

Echoing similar concerns, BNP Acting Chairman

Tarique Rahman, son of former Prime Minister

Khaleda Zia, warned that the government’s emphasis

on reforms might be a tactic to postpone elections and

delay the formation of a “people’s government.”

Speaking virtually, Rahman stressed the urgency of

addressing critical national issues, such as rising

commodity prices, unemployment, and law and order,

asserting that these challenges must be addressed by

an elected government. He reiterated the BNP’s

commitment to its movement until democracy is

restored and justice is served for past political

violence. [The Daily Star 4]

Amid these concerns, the BNP has also raised alarms

about potential instability if the interim government

does not act decisively. Senior Joint Secretary General

Ruhul Kabir Rizvi issued a press release warning that

the government’s inaction could pave the way for the

resurgence of extremist, anti-democratic forces, both

domestically and internationally. The BNP stressed the

need for immediate action to restore order, cautioning

that failure to do so could lead to anarchy.

The party also criticized the interim administration for

not taking visible action to bring fugitive autocrats and

their allies to justice, further fueling lawlessness and

unrest. Rizvi noted that the growing public unrest and

widespread protests, which the BNP described as a

manifestation of “mob culture,” were a result of the

government’s failure to address the grievances of the

people, leading to increasing suffering across

Bangladesh. [The Daily Star 5]
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Bangladesh: Judiciary Reform Commission

recommends significant constitutional,

judicial changes

(lm) The Judiciary Reform Commission has proposed a

range of reforms to strengthen judicial independence,

decentralize functions, and address inefficiencies

within Bangladesh's legal system. These

recommendations were outlined in a comprehensive

report submitted to Chief Adviser Muhammad Yunus

on February 5.

Among the key proposals, the commission has

recommended amending Article 116 of the

Constitution to transfer the control and discipline of

lower court judges from the president to the Supreme

Court. This amendment aims to give the Supreme

Court a more active regulatory role, rather than its

current consultative function. The commission stresses

the importance of establishing a Supreme Court

secretariat to ensure the judiciary's independence and

to separate its functions from the executive branch.

Currently, Article 116 reads, "The control (including the

power of posting, promotion, and grant of leave) and

discipline of persons employed in the judicial service

and magistrates exercising judicial functions shall vest

in the President and shall be exercised by him in

consultation with the Supreme Court." The commission

proposes transferring these powers to the Supreme

Court to empower it as the regulator of judicial

matters.

To further enhance the judiciary's functioning, the

commission has suggested establishing a permanent

and independent Supreme Court secretariat. This

would include two key units: one focused on Supreme

Court functions and the other on judicial

administration. These units would handle critical

judicial operations such as transfers, promotions,

disciplinary actions, and daily court management. The

commission also highlighted the need for integrating

information technology into the system to modernize

and streamline operations.

In terms of decentralization, the commission

recommends establishing permanent High Court

benches in divisional cities and creating civil and

criminal courts at the upazila level. This move is aimed

at reducing the backlog of cases, which currently

exceeds 4.44 million in lower courts, and making the

judicial system more accessible to the public.



Further, the commission proposes curbing the

president's power to pardon convicts by setting up a

six-member oversight board led by the Attorney

General. It also suggests reducing the jurisdiction of

mobile courts to impose only financial penalties,

limiting their ability to hand down prison sentences.

Regarding judicial appointments and promotions, the

commission recommends creating a nine-member

judicial appointment commission, led by the Chief

Justice, to oversee the selection of Supreme Court

judges. It also proposes raising the retirement age for

judges from 67 to 70, fixing the number of Appellate

Division judges at seven, and setting the minimum age

for judges at 48.

In an effort to combat judicial corruption, the

commission suggests implementing a mandatory code

of conduct for judges, requiring them to disclose their

property details every three years, with this

information made publicly available online. It also calls

for creating a law to prevent the filing of false cases

and establishing an independent criminal investigation

agency.

Other proposals include appointing retired district

judges in areas with heavy case backlogs, introducing

mobile courts for financial penalties only, and ensuring

transparency in judicial operations. [The Daily Star 1]

[The Daily Star 2]

Bangladesh: Former army officers plan to

launch new political party in March

(lm) A group of former army officers, led by Brig Gen

(retd) Md Shamim Kamal, is preparing to launch a new

political party in March. The initiative has brought

together retired high-ranking military officials—

including lieutenant generals, major generals, and

brigadier generals—alongside former Bangladesh

Nationalist Party (BNP) members of parliament (MPs)

and independent lawmakers who contested the 2024

election.

Kamal, son of Mojibur Rahman, a seven-time Jatiya

Party MP, stated that the party aims to recruit

individuals capable of leading constituencies. He also

claimed support from private university students,

particularly those who felt marginalized following the

ouster of ex-Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina in early

August last year, despite their role in the mass uprising

preceding the ouster.
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The party's name is yet to be decided but is expected

to be announced by March. According to the group’s

concept note, the party’s vision is to bring "honest,

educated, and patriotic" individuals into parliament,

with grassroots-based candidate selection.

Kamal outlined a goal of winning 30 to 40 seats in the

next election and assured that the party would not

include controversial figures or accept questionable

donations. Instead, funding would come from within

the party. He emphasized Bangladeshi nationalism as

its ideological foundation.

The party’s policy priorities include ending dynastic and

oligarchic politics, strengthening diplomatic ties with

"true allies," implementing a uniform education

system, and making Bangla the mandatory medium of

instruction. While its immediate focus is on securing

parliamentary seats, the long-term objective is to lead

the government within 10 years. [The Daily Star]

Bangladesh: Student and civic platforms

launch campaign for new political party

(lm) Students Against Discrimination and civic platform

Jatiya Nagorik Committee – two key forces behind the

mass uprising resulting in the ouster of ex-Prime

Minister Sheikh Hasina last August – have launched a

nationwide campaign to gather public input on a new

political party, expected to be formally announced by

the end of this month.

Nasiruddin Patwary and Hasnat Abdullah, conveners of

the civic and student platforms, stated that existing

political parties have failed to meet the aspirations of

the people, particularly the younger generation. They

argued that the new party would unite anti-fascist

forces to address demands that emerged from last

year’s mass uprising. Hasnat claimed that while the

Awami League-led government fell on August 5,

elements of "fascism" still persist within the state

structure. He emphasized that the struggle for final

victory remains ongoing.

Nasiruddin stated that the movement is designed to be

inclusive, allowing input from all sectors of society—

including garment workers, shopkeepers, teachers,

and rickshaw pullers—with a target of reaching over

100,000 people offline. Dismissing concerns over

potential government involvement, Nasiruddin alleged

that some political groups were spreading misleading

narratives about their initiative. He rejected claims that

the party is backed by the government, stating that
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such accusations come from those familiar with "King’s

Party" politics.

In a controversial statement, Hasnat argued that

Sheikh Hasina and the Chhatra League – the student

wing of the Awami League – are no longer relevant,

claiming that media outlets referring to her as a former

prime minister are failing to recognize her alleged

actions. He accused the media of shielding the truth

and warned that broadcasting Hasina’s speeches

would indicate alignment with her agenda. [The Daily

Star]

Bangladesh: High Court acquits all 47

accused in Sheikh Hasina train attack

case

(lm) The High Court (HC) has overturned a trial court

ruling and acquitted all 47 accused in the case filed

over the 1994 attack on a train carrying ex-Prime

Minister Sheikh Hasina, then the opposition leader, in

Ishwardi. The verdict nullifies the previous death

sentences, life imprisonments, and 10-year jail terms

handed down by the lower court.

The incident occurred on September 23, 1994, when

Sheikh Hasina was traveling by train from Khulna to

Saidpur in Nilphamari, addressing public rallies along

the route. According to the case statement, the train

came under attack at Paksey station in Ishwardi, with

crude bombs hurled and shots fired until it reached

Ishwardi station. While many were injured, Hasina

remained unharmed.

Following the attack, a case was filed under the

Explosive Substances Act, 1908, against five members

of the Bangladesh Nationalist Party (BNP) and its

affiliated organizations. On July 3, 2019, a Pabna court

convicted 47 individuals, sentencing nine to death, 25

to life imprisonment, and 13 to 10-year jail terms, with

the death row convicts also fined BDT 5 million (USD

42,000) each. The convicts later appealed to the High

Court, leading to their eventual acquittal. [The Daily

Star 1]

In separate but related updates, the Anti-Corruption

Commission (ACC) has launched an investigation

against Sheikh Hasina, focusing on allegations of

misusing state funds for foreign trips and obtaining

fake doctorate degrees.

According to the ACC, Hasina frequently chartered

Biman Bangladesh Airlines aircraft at the government’s

expense, with 48 VVIP flights between 2019 and mid-
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2024, costing BDT 2.5 billion (USD 21 million). The

government reportedly owes BDT 5 billion (USD 42

million) to Biman.

Additionally, she allegedly used state funds to secure

honorary doctorate degrees from various foreign

universities, including Tripura University, Catholic

University of Brussels, and Visva-Bharati University, by

hiring lobbyists to bypass academic requirements.

Some of these deals were reportedly made at the

expense of national interests. [The Daily Star 2]

Bangladesh: Advisory council approves ICT

ordinance, renames rural academies

(lm) The Council of Advisers has given final approval to

the International Crimes (Tribunals) (Amendment)

Ordinance, 2025, aimed at updating the 1973 law to

make it more relevant. The ordinance will now

undergo vetting by the Legislative and Parliamentary

Affairs Division of the law ministry.

At the meeting chaired by Chief Adviser Prof.

Muhammad Yunus, the council also approved

amendments to rename three rural development

academies, removing previous political references.

Sheikh Russell Rural Development Academy, Rangpur,

will now be called Rural Development Academy,

Rangpur, while Bangabandhu Poverty Alleviation and

Rural Development Academy, Gopalganj, and Sheikh

Hasina Rural Development Academy, Jamalpur, will be

renamed Rural Development Academy, Gopalganj, and

Rural Development Academy, Jamalpur, respectively.

Additionally, the National Identity Registration Act

(Repeal) Ordinance, 2025, was approved in principle.

[The Daily Star]

Bangladesh: Journalist appointed as

special assistant to chief adviser

(lm) The Ministry of Public Administration has

appointed journalist Monir Haider as special assistant

(consensus building) to the chief adviser of the interim

government. A gazette notification issued last week

confirmed that the contractual appointment will

remain effective for six months. The position is

equivalent to the rank of senior secretary, with the

condition that Haider severs ties with any other

professional, business, or institutional affiliations. [The

Daily Star]
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Bangladesh: High Court scraps

appointment of 6,531 assistant teachers

over quota policy

(lm) The High Court (HC) has annulled the

government's decision to appoint 6,531 assistant

teachers to government primary schools, ruling that

the recruitment process violated the Supreme Court's

directive on quota-based hiring. The court found that

the appointments were made under an 84 percent

quota system, which the Supreme Court had abolished

in July 2023.

The HC directed authorities to recruit candidates in

accordance with the Supreme Court ruling, which

mandates that 93 percent of civil service jobs be merit-

based, with only 7 percent reserved under the quota

system. The ruling came in response to a writ petition

filed by 31 candidates, challenging the legality of the

appointments.

The recruitment process was part of the third phase of

assistant teacher hiring for Dhaka and Chattogram

divisions, excluding the three hill districts. The final

results, which included the 6,531 selected candidates,

were published on October 31, 2023. Barrister Md

Ruhul Quddus Kazal, representing the selected

teachers, stated that they intend to appeal the HC

judgment in the Appellate Division. [The Daily Star 1]

Against the backdrop of the HC’s decision, protests

erupted in Shahbagh on February 6, as candidates for

assistant teacher positions demanded reinstatement.

Despite police using batons, tear gas, and water

cannons, the protesters blocked traffic for hours,

claiming they were unfairly excluded due to the

abolition of a quota system.

Simultaneously, Medical Assistant Training Schools

(MATS) students held a sit-in at the Jatiya Press Club,

demanding better job opportunities and educational

reforms, including the creation of a Medical Education

Board. They warned of further action if their demands

were not met within 72 hours. [The Daily Star]

Bangladesh: Interpol assistance sought

for fugitives, including former police chief

Benazir Ahmed

(lm) Bangladesh’s interim government has moved to

secure Interpol red notices against individuals wanted
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by the International Crimes Tribunal (ICT) who have

fled the country, according to Home Adviser Lt Gen

(retd) Jahangir Alam Chowdhury. Speaking after a visit

to the River Police Headquarters in Dhaka, he

confirmed that while law enforcement is apprehending

suspects within Bangladesh, many key accused remain

abroad.

Inspector General of Police Baharul Alam stated that

Interpol has been requested to issue red notices,

which would encourage host countries to take action.

Authorities are also exploring extradition options with

neighboring countries. [The Daily Star 1]

IIn a related updated, a Dhaka court has ordered

authorities to request an Interpol red notice for the

arrest of Benazir Ahmed, the former inspector general

of police, amid corruption allegations. The Anti-

Corruption Commission (ACC) has confirmed that

Benazir illegally accumulated substantial assets, some

of which were reportedly smuggled to countries

including the UAE, USA, Malaysia, Singapore, and

Canada.

The ACC filed four cases against Benazir, his wife, and

daughters, alleging illegal assets worth BDT 9.44

million (USD 81,616). Previous court orders have led to

the confiscation of numerous properties and the

freezing of bank accounts connected to him and his

family. A three-member committee was formed in April

to investigate further. [The Daily Star 2]

Bangladesh: ACC files bribery case against

ex-BSEC chairman Shibli Rubayat, five

others

(lm) The Anti-Corruption Commission (ACC) has filed a

case against Prof. Shibli Rubayat-Ul Islam, former

chairman of the Bangladesh Securities and Exchange

Commission (BSEC), on charges of receiving BDT 37.6

million (USD 354,000) in bribes.

The case also names five others, including business

executives and bank officials. Shibli is accused of

accepting BDT 19.2 million (USD 226,000) through a

fake house rent agreement and BDT 18.4 million (USD

217,000) in an export scam. A faculty member at

Dhaka University, he resigned from BSEC on August 10,

2024, just five days after the fall of Sheikh Hasina's

government. He was first appointed BSEC chairman in

2020 and reappointed for a four-year term in May

2023. [The Daily Star]
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Bangladesh: Max Group chairman sent to

jail in graft case

(lm) A Dhaka court has sent Max Group Chairman

Ghulam Mohammed Alomgir to jail, rejecting both his

remand and bail pleas, in a case over illegally amassing

BDT 278.6 million (USD 2.3 million).

The Anti-Corruption Commission (ACC), which filed the

case on January 4, alleges that Alomgir acquired the

funds illegally and has links to money laundering.

While denying the charges, Alomgir claimed his arrest

was politically motivated and aimed at destroying his

business empire, which employs over 10,000 people.

The court allowed ACC officials to interrogate him at

the jail gate for one day within the next seven days.

Alomgir was arrested at Hazrat Shahjalal International

Airport on Tuesday night with the assistance of

Detective Branch police.

Max Group is one of Bangladesh’s leading engineering

and infrastructure conglomerates, involved in sectors

such as construction, energy, and telecommunications.

[The Daily Star]

Bangladesh: High Court orders probe into

children's deaths from helicopter gunfire

(lm) The High Court (HC) has directed the interim

government to conduct a proper investigation into the

deaths of children killed by helicopter gunfire during

last year’s mass uprising, which resulted in the ouster

of then-Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina in early August.

The full text of the verdict, released recently,

emphasized the need for justice, particularly for babies

and children who were killed while in their mothers'

laps or inside their homes.

The ruling follows a petition filed by Supreme Court

lawyer Taimur Alam Khondaker. In December 2024,

the HC had previously issued a rule asking the

government to explain why it should not be directed to

provide BDT 10 million (USD 84,000) in compensation

to each affected family. The court also questioned

whether an international commission should be

formed to investigate the killings. [The Daily Star]

Bangladesh: Interim leader Yunus to visit

Aynaghar secret prisons with media
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(lm) Bangladesh’s interim leader, Chief Adviser

Muhammad Yunus, will soon visit the Aynaghar secret

detention centers, where victims of enforced

disappearances were allegedly held under ex-Prime

Minister Sheikh Hasina’s rule. Both local and foreign

media will accompany him.

The visit was initially planned for February 3, but the

Commission of Enquiry on Enforced Disappearance

refused to participate unless victims were allowed to

join. In a January 29 letter to the chief adviser's

principal secretary, the Commission insisted that

victims' presence was crucial for identification and

ensuring justice. It also cited past restrictions on

photographing the sites during earlier inspections.

The advisory council’s new decision comes a week after

the Commission’s request, but it remains unclear

whether victims will be permitted to join the visit. No

immediate comments were available from Commission

members. [The Daily Star 1]

Against the backdrop of Yunus’ forthcoming visit to the

secret detention centers, it is particularly noteworthy

that a recent report by Odhikar, a prominent

Bangladesh-based human rights organization,

highlights ongoing human rights abuses in Bangladesh,

including custodial torture and extrajudicial killings,

even after the change in government in August last

year.

Between August 9 and December 31, 2024, 12

individuals were reported to have been subjected to

extrajudicial killings by law enforcement agencies.

These incidents included deaths due to torture,

shootings, and beatings by joint forces and police. By

comparison, from January to June 2024, six people

were subjected to extrajudicial killings, with four dying

due to torture.

Additionally, from January to July 2024, 20 people were

forcibly disappeared by law enforcement agencies,

including the Detective Branch (DB) of police and the

Rapid Action Battalion (RAB). In 2024, 83 individuals

died in prison, with 63 of these deaths occurring while

ex-Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina was in power. The

report attributes these deaths to overcrowded prisons

and lack of access to medical care.

Furthermore, a total of 293 people were killed in

political violence throughout the year, with 90 deaths

occurring between August 9 and December 31, 2024,

the period following Hasina’s ouster from power. The

report also notes violence during the transition of

power, with allegations against Bangladesh Nationalist

Party (BNP) leaders and activists for attacking Awami
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League members and engaging in extortion. [The Daily

Star 2]

Bangladesh: Protest demanding

reinstatement of sacked Bangladesh

Rifles personnel

(lm) Family members of sacked Bangladesh Rifles (BDR)

personnel have staged a sit-in in Dhaka, calling for the

release of "innocent" prisoners involved in the Pilkhana

carnage case and the reinstatement of all dismissed

BDR members with government compensation. The

protest, organized by the families under the banner of

"Justice for BDR," began on February 11, aiming to

secure justice and recognition for the affected

personnel. The demonstrators are demanding

accountability for those dismissed after the 2009

Pilkhana mutiny, pushing for compensation and

restoration for their families. [The Daily Star]

The case centers around the violent mutiny that took

place on February 25-26, 2009, at the BDR

headquarters in Pilkhana, Dhaka. The mutiny was

sparked by long-standing grievances among BDR

members, including demands for better pay and

improved working conditions. The violence led to the

deaths of 74 people, including 57 army officers, making

it one of the bloodiest incidents in Bangladesh’s

history.

In the aftermath of the mutiny, the BDR was

disbanded, its personnel dismissed, and the

organization was later renamed the Border Guard

Bangladesh (BGB). The mutineers were tried, with

many sentenced to life imprisonment, and others

facing the death penalty. However, many family

members of the dismissed personnel argue that those

sacked were wrongly implicated and are seeking their

reinstatement, alongside compensation for their

families’ suffering.

Bangladesh: Attacks on journalists

continue

(lm) Violence against journalists continues to escalate

in Bangladesh, with three reporters injured in an attack

at the Supreme Court premises last week. The injured

journalists were among media personnel covering a

high-profile case involving Bangladesh Nationalist

Party (BNP) leaders and activists, including BNP
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Chairperson’s Adviser Habibur Rahman Habib. The

attack was allegedly carried out by BNP activists.

In response to the attack, the Law Reporters Forum

condemned the assault and demanded accountability

for those responsible. Journalists staged a sit-in protest

and boycotted a scheduled press briefing in a show of

solidarity. [The Daily Star 1]

Meanwhile, another attack on a journalist occurred

outside the home of a local reporter in Patuakhali,

where unidentified assailants attacked the journalist

with a knife. The victim is being treated at Sher-e-

Bangla Medical College Hospital in Barishal, according

to police reports. [The Daily Star 2]

In another incident, police raided the office of Jaijaidin,

a Bengali newspaper known for its critical political

coverage, in Karwan Bazar. The raid was conducted to

arrest the newspaper’s owner, Saeed Hossain

Chowdhury, who is implicated in a murder case linked

to last year’s mass uprising and a complaint filed by

the Students Against Discrimination in October. [The

Daily Star 3]

Bangladesh: Woman arrested for

trafficking people to Russia for war in

Ukraine

(lm) The Criminal Investigation Department (CID) has

arrested a woman for trafficking individuals to Russia

under false job offers and forcing them into the

Ukraine war. She was detained at Dhaka airport while

attempting to flee to Nepal.

Victims were promised high-paying jobs but were

trafficked through Saudi Arabia and handed over to

Russian forces. Those who resisted faced torture and

starvation before being forced into battle. One

Bangladeshi was killed, and another sustained critical

injuries.

A survivor escaped and alerted authorities, leading to a

case filed at Banani Police Station. CID found that

another 10 victims remain stranded in Saudi Arabia

after traffickers confiscated their passports. Officials

are working to repatriate the victims. [The Daily Star]

Bangladesh: Postponed women’s football

match successfully held in Joypurhat
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(lm) A women’s football match, initially postponed due

to strong opposition from local religious groups, was

successfully held in Joypurhat last week. [The Daily

Star]

The match was originally scheduled for January 29 but

was called off following protests and vandalism by

students from local religious schools. Protesters, led by

the headmaster of one of the schools, claimed that

women’s football was "un-Islamic" and demanded that

the event be cancelled. Hundreds of protesters

marched to the venue, leading to the destruction of

the facilities. The situation in Joypurhat echoed similar

incidents in Dinajpur, where another women's football

match had been postponed due to protests. [Al

Jazeera]

Following the cancellation, public outcry led to

investigations by the Ministry of Women and Children

Affairs and the Joypurhat District Administration. A

public hearing held on January 31 brought religious

leaders who had opposed the event to admit their

misunderstanding and issue a formal apology. This led

to the rescheduling and eventual successful execution

of the match on February 3.

Bangladesh: Government targets record

power generation to minimize summer

load shedding

(lm) The Bangladesh Power Development Board (PDB)

has projected that the country’s highest electricity

demand this summer will reach 18,000 megawatts

(MW), while the highest possible generation is

expected to be 17,260MW, leaving a potential shortfall

of 740MW. In 2024, the highest demand was projected

at 17,800MW, with a peak generation of 16,477MW.

The government has set a goal of zero load shedding

during Ramadan, with the highest demand in the holy

month projected at 15,700MW. Energy adviser

Muhammad Fouzul Kabir Khan stated at a briefing in

Bidyut Bhaban that while the government aims for an

uninterrupted power supply, technical issues in

transmission and distribution may still cause outages.

After Ramadan, load shedding may reach 1,400MW, he

added.

To stabilize power supply, gas distribution to power

plants will be increased to 1,200 million cubic feet per

day (mmcfd) during summer. This will allow gas-fired

power plants, with a capacity of 11,677MW, to

generate up to 6,200MW of electricity. The government

will also increase liquefied natural gas (LNG) imports,
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bringing in at least four cargoes per month, compared

to the usual two or three.

To ensure energy stability, the PDB has requested USD

4 billion from the finance division, which has assured

its support despite financial constraints. Funding

priorities will be allocated to key sectors, including

fertilizer, food, power, and energy.

If the power situation worsens, the government may

implement additional measures, including adjusting

irrigation pump usage to off-peak hours (11:00 p.m. to

9:00 a.m.), limiting excessive lighting, and bringing

forward shopping center closing times.

The government is also finalizing the power purchase

agreement for the Matarbari coal-fired power plant,

with electricity prices expected to be BDT 8.40 per unit,

which would be more affordable than existing coal

plants such as Payra, Rampal, and Adani. Authorities

are also planning to establish benchmark pricing for

gas-fired power plants and renegotiate tariffs to lower

energy costs. [The Daily Star]

Bangladesh: Biman chairman rejects

proposal to split national carrier

(lm) Biman Bangladesh Airlines Chairman Abdul

Muyeed Chowdhury has dismissed a government

proposal to split the national carrier into two entities,

arguing that such a move lacks justification. Speaking

at Biman’s hangar complex in Kurmitola, he responded

to the government’s task force on economic strategy

reform, which suggested operating part of Biman

under foreign management.

Two days earlier, Planning Adviser Wahiduddin

Mahmud called Biman "inefficient" and proposed

forming a new airline, Bangladesh Airways, using half

of Biman’s assets under independent management.

Muyeed Chowdhury rejected the idea, citing Biman’s

recent successful completion of a C-check on its own, a

first for the airline. He argued that such achievements

prove Biman’s efficiency and cost-saving potential. [The

Daily Star]

Bangladesh: Dhaka traffic police to be

armed to tackle rising mugging incidents

(lm) The Dhaka Metropolitan Police (DMP) has

announced plans to equip traffic sergeants with small

arms in response to rising incidents of mugging in the
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capital. The initiative aims to bring greater order to the

city's public transportation system. [The Daily Star]

Bhutan: Telecommunications sector

undergoing significant changes

(lm) Bhutan's telecommunications sector is undergoing

significant changes with the approval of Starlink’s entry

into the market and the government's commitment to

reducing mobile data costs by 50 percent.

Starlink, a satellite internet service operated by Elon

Musk’s SpaceX, offers high-speed satellite internet

aimed at underserved and remote areas. The Bhutan

Information, Communication and Media Authority

(BICMA) granted Starlink a license for providing

internet services through user terminals after ensuring

regulatory compliance. However, the license does not

include satellite-to-mobile services, and Starlink must

enable payments in Ngultrum before launching

operations. Without this, services remain inactive, and

no timeline has been set for the commercial rollout.

The entry of Starlink has sparked competitive concerns

for local telecom providers, particularly TashiCell,

which is already under pressure from the

government’s mandate to reduce mobile data and

leased line rates. In response, TashiCell is expanding its

4G and 5G networks and upgrading its fibre-to-the-

home infrastructure in urban areas, though delays in

government approvals for underground trenching

could lead to overhead installations.

While Starlink aims to improve access in remote areas,

TashiCell argues that most populated regions already

have network coverage via the Rural Communication

Programme. Starlink is expected to compete in both

urban and rural markets, with the government’s

priority being reduced internet costs.

TashiCell has raised concerns about national data

sovereignty, warning that reliance on foreign satellite

networks could limit Bhutan's regulatory control and

present risks if geopolitical tensions disrupt services.

Price competition could also weaken the telecom

sector, potentially driving local providers out of

business. However, TashiCell sees opportunities for

collaboration with Starlink, such as using satellite

connectivity for mobile base stations and direct-to-

device communication in areas lacking terrestrial

coverage. [Kuensel 1]

Amid these developments, Prime Minister Tshering

Tobgay reaffirmed the government’s commitment to
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cutting mobile data costs by 50 percent. Speaking at a

meet-the-press session, he assured that the reduction

would be carefully implemented to avoid harming

telecom operators or service quality. A technical

committee, chaired by the Ministry of Finance and

including representatives from the Ministry of

Infrastructure and Transport, the Ministry of Industry,

Commerce, and Employment, as well as telecom

experts, has been tasked with reviewing proposals to

ensure the feasibility of the plan.

Since Bhutan imports internet bandwidth from India,

the Prime Minister also announced plans to negotiate

with major Indian telecom companies to lower costs at

the source. Bhutan currently has two telecom

companies, Bhutan Telecom and TashiCell, along with

20 internet service providers serving approximately

790,000 mobile subscribers and 21,000 internet leased

line users. [Kuensel 2]

Bhutan: Government tackles economic

factors driving individuals into sex work

(lm) The Bhutanese government is working to tackle

the economic hardships that push individuals,

including underage girls, into sex work. The Ministry of

Health (MoH) and the Ministry of Industry, Commerce,

and Employment (MoICE) are leading efforts to

improve their conditions.

Sex work is illegal under Bhutan’s Penal Code, leaving

sex workers vulnerable to exploitation, abuse, and

social exclusion. Although official data is scarce, a 2021

study estimated around 600 people engaged in sex

work, with the Red Purse Network publicly emerging in

2019 and registering over 150 members, mostly

women concentrated in Thimphu and border towns.

Many sex workers experience violence, harassment,

and blackmail, often fearing legal consequences if they

report crimes. A 2019 Save the Children study

documented cases where clients threatened to report

sex workers to authorities if they refused demands.

Despite the growing concerns, public discourse

remains limited, with debates often focusing on

criminalization rather than solutions. [Kuensel]

Bhutan: DRC enforces stricter green tax

measures to prevent discrepancies
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(lm) The Department of Revenue and Customs (DRC),

in collaboration with the Bhutan Construction and

Transport Authority (BCTA), has introduced new

measures to prevent discrepancies in green tax

payments following an investigation that revealed 11

vehicle dealers had overcharged a total of BTN 30.9

million (USD 370,800) from 4,345 customers.

Green tax is an environmental levy imposed on goods

and services that contribute to pollution, primarily

targeting vehicles in Bhutan. The tax varies based on

engine capacity, with higher-capacity vehicles incurring

a higher rate to discourage fuel consumption and

carbon emissions while promoting sustainable

transportation.

As this is the first case of overcharging, the DRC has

decided not to impose penalties but has ordered

dealers to refund the excess amounts by February 15.

If the deadline is not met or violations are repeated,

penalties will be enforced under the Tax Act. Finance

Minister Lekey Dorji emphasized the government’s

zero-tolerance policy for any lapses, stating that strict

compliance is mandatory. Prime Minister Tshering

Tobgay also called for greater transparency in green

tax collection, highlighting the need to streamline the

process to prevent future irregularities. [Kuensel]

Bhutan: Residents demand stricter

monitoring of Motanga Industrial Estate

emissions

(lm) Residents in Samdrupjongkhar are raising

concerns over potential health risks and environmental

pollution from emissions at the Motanga Industrial

Estate, a major industrial zone housing manufacturing

and ferroalloy industries. Locals report thick, toxic

smoke being released early in the morning and late at

night, particularly between 3:00 AM and 4:30 AM, with

industrial dust settling on vehicles and vegetation.

Communities across the border in Assam’s Baksa

district have also reported environmental impacts. Tea

workers in Assam claim that tea production has

declined, which they partially attribute to pollution

from industrial emissions and contaminated water.

A December 2024 air quality study by the Department

of Industry (DoI) found that PM2.5 levels at the

industrial estate ranged from 21.6 to 29.8, while PM10

levels were recorded between 51 and 53.6. While these

values comply with Bhutan’s Environmental Standards

2020, they exceed the stricter guidelines set by the

World Health Organization (WHO), which recommends
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an annual PM2.5 limit of 10 micrograms per cubic

meter and 20 micrograms per cubic meter for PM10.

[Kuensel]

Bhutan: Government secures over 40

percent of external grants for 2024-25

fiscal year

(lm) The Bhutanese government has secured BTN 6.98

billion (USD 83.76 million) in external grants, covering

42.27 percent of the total projected external grant

support for the first year of the 13th Five-Year-Plan

(fiscal year 2024-25). Finance Minister Lekey Dorji

announced that the government expects to receive a

total of BTN 16.52 billion (USD 198.24 million) in

external grants for the fiscal year.

Of the anticipated BTN 12.21 billion (USD 146.52

million) from the Government of India, BTN 4.78 billion

(USD 57.36 million), or 39.19 percent, has been

disbursed. Additionally, BTN 2.2 billion (USD 26.4

million), or 50.98 percent, has been received from

other international donors.

The government also plans to raise BTN 5.79 billion

(USD 69.48 million) through budgetary borrowings this

fiscal year, excluding loans tied to hydropower and

other infrastructure. As of December 2024, BTN 1.77

billion (USD 21.24 million) in external project-tied

borrowings has been secured, constituting 30.62

percent of total budgetary loans.

Finance Minister Lekey Dorji acknowledged delays in

fund disbursement due to procedural bottlenecks, with

some agencies failing to prepare detailed project

reports in advance. He urged government agencies to

initiate pre-formalities early to ensure optimal budget

utilization.

The total budget for the 13th Plan is BTN 512.28 billion

(USD 6.15 billion), with a projected fiscal deficit of BTN

55.94 billion (USD 671.28 million), equivalent to 2.97

percent of GDP. External grants are expected to

contribute BTN 125 billion (USD 1.5 billion), covering at

least 51 percent of capital expenditure. Of this, BTN 85

billion (USD 1.02 billion) will come from India, with the

remaining BTN 40 billion (USD 480 million) sourced

from the European Union, Japan, UN agencies, and

other development partners. [Kuensel]
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Bhutan: Inflation drops to five-year low at

2.82 percent in 2024

(lm) Bhutan’s inflation rate fell to 2.82 percent in 2024,

the lowest in five years, marking a sharp decline from

the pandemic-driven peak of 7.35 percent in 2022. The

National Statistics Bureau attributed the slowdown to

reduced price increases in both food and non-food

categories.

Food inflation dropped to 0.48 percent from 3.97

percent in 2023, while non-food inflation slowed to

0.25 percent, largely due to declines in transport,

communication, housing, and utilities costs. Despite

the lower inflation, the purchasing power of Bhutanese

ngultrum (BTN) continued to erode, with BTN 100 (USD

1.20) in December 2024 worth only BTN 55.3 (USD

0.66) compared to December 2012.

Regionally, western Bhutan saw the highest inflation

increase in December at 1.34 percent, followed by the

central and eastern regions. The month-to-month

inflation rate rose to 2.02 percent in December, with

food prices driving the increase. [Kuensel]

Bhutan: Government plans pension

reform to support growing elderly

population

(lm) Bhutan’s Ministry of Finance is working on a

comprehensive pension reform to expand coverage

beyond the current system, which benefits less than

nine percent of the population. The government aims

to create a more inclusive social protection scheme

under the 13th Five-Year-Plan by collaborating with the

National Pension and Provident Fund (NPPF), the

Cabinet Secretariat, and the Royal Monetary Authority

(RMA) to review the existing legal framework.

Prime Minister Tshering Tobgay previously announced

a BTN 2 billion (USD 24 million) allocation for a new

social protection initiative to ensure financial security,

particularly for senior citizens. Finance Minister Lekey

Dorji emphasized the urgency of reform, citing a Royal

Monetary Authority study indicating that around 80

percent of Bhutan’s elderly lack savings, leading to

income and livelihood insecurities.

Currently, the NPPF provides pension benefits only to

civil servants, employees of state-owned enterprises,

corporations, and the armed forces. However, a 2017

report by the National Statistics Bureau (NSB) found

that 63 percent of Bhutan’s senior citizens face
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financial hardship, 15 percent struggle with debt, and

many experience poor housing and food insecurity.

Recognizing Bhutan’s rapidly aging population—

projected to rise from 9.5 percent in 2022 to 19.7

percent by 2047—the government introduced the

National Policy for Senior Citizens in 2023. The policy

calls for old-age allowances and broader pension

coverage through contributory and non-contributory

schemes to address growing financial vulnerabilities

among the elderly. Once the pension review is

completed, the government plans to present the

findings to the Cabinet and Parliament for further

action. [Kuensel]

Bhutan: FDI inflows reach USD 191.52

million in 2024, draft policy awaits

approval

(lm) Bhutan recorded Foreign Direct Investment (FDI)

inflows of BTN 15.96 billion (USD 191.52 million) in

2024, marking a 110 percent increase from the

previous year when investments stood at BTN 7.6

billion (USD 91.2 million). Despite the rise, the

government’s ambitious target of attracting BTN 500

billion (USD 6 billion) in FDI over the next five years

remains a distant goal.

A total of 17 new projects were approved in 2024,

bringing the total number of FDI projects in Bhutan to

121, valued at BTN 60.84 billion (USD 730.08 million).

The service sector accounted for 65.2 percent of total

investments, with the hotel industry continuing to

dominate, followed by the IT and IT-enabled services

sector.

Asian countries contributed 58 percent of total FDI,

with India leading at 55 percent, followed by Singapore

at 15 percent and Thailand at 11 percent. Investments

from the Americas and Europe accounted for 23.5

percent and 12.9 percent, respectively.

The revised FDI rules, currently awaiting Cabinet

approval, aim to create a more investor-friendly

environment by addressing land, labor, equity, foreign

currency access, and dividend repatriation. The new

rules will allow local shareholders to capitalize freehold

land as equity, while state land will be available on a

30-year lease, extendable up to 99 years. Foreign

investors bringing in more than BTN 20 million (USD

240,000) will qualify for an "investor card," granting a

one-year residency without the sustainable

development fee, extendable annually, and including

work permits for spouses.
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The draft FDI policy allows 100 percent foreign equity

in agriculture, animal husbandry, and IT, while capping

foreign ownership at 74 percent in manufacturing,

healthcare, education, and hospitality. Critical sectors

such as news media, retail, and lower-rated hotels

remain restricted from foreign ownership. Foreign

investors will also be permitted to repatriate profits in

their investment currency without restrictions,

facilitating easier access to convertible currency and

Indian rupees. [Kuensel]

Bhutan: Cottage and small industries

struggle

(lm) The Farm Machinery Corporation of Bhutan

Limited (FMCL) has purchased BTN 33.55 million (USD

402,600) worth of crops – including paddy, maize, and

wheat – under its price guarantee scheme, launched as

part of the economic stimulus program (ESP). With

government support of BTN 266.67 million (USD 3.2

million), the program also includes investments in farm

machinery, storage, and milling infrastructure,

ensuring price stability and enhancing agricultural

output. [Kuensel 1]

While the government is strengthening support for

agriculture, cottage and small industries (CSIs), which

account for over 90 percent of Bhutan’s businesses,

continue to face financial and market challenges.

Specializing in traditional crafts, textiles, and agro-

based products, CSIs struggle with limited access to

financing due to stringent loan requirements, high-

interest rates, and a lack of venture capital. Many

businesses lack the collateral to meet bank lending

criteria, restricting their ability to scale operations or

invest in modern technology.

Production inefficiencies also hinder competitiveness,

with small-scale operations leading to higher costs and

reliance on traditional manufacturing techniques

limiting efficiency and product quality. The influx of

cheaper mass-produced foreign goods, economic

volatility, and fluctuating consumer demand further

threaten the sustainability of local businesses.

Additionally, CSIs face difficulties accessing

international markets due to trade barriers, limited

government support, and a lack of expertise in global

commerce.

To address these issues, the government is exploring

policy interventions such as incentivizing banks to relax

lending requirements, establishing low-interest loan

programs, and encouraging venture capital through

tax incentives. Policymakers advocate for cluster-based
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development, shared industrial parks, and technology

adoption subsidies to improve efficiency.

Strengthening domestic supply chains by investing in

local raw material production and logistics

infrastructure is also a priority. [Kuensel 2]

Bhutan: Gamri-I and Bamukparongchhu

hydropower project launched

(lm) Bhutan's Minister for Energy and Natural

Resources, Gyem Tshering, recently inaugurated the

54MW Gamri-1 and Bamukparongchhu Integrated

Hydropower Project in Sakteng Gewog, Trashigang.

The project is part of Bhutan’s second phase of small

hydropower development, which also includes the

90MW Jomori Hydropower Project and the 26MW Druk

Bindu 1 and 2 Project. To put the scale of 54MW into

perspective, it is enough to power approximately

40,000 to 50,000 households, depending on energy

consumption patterns.

With a total estimated cost of BTN 6,728.29 million

(USD 80.74 million), the project is being funded

through a 70:30 debt-equity model, with financing

from the State Bank of India (SBI), the OPEC Fund, and

Green Bonds, while Druk Green Power Corporation

(DGPC), Bhutan’s state-owned hydropower company,

provides equity. Construction is underway, and the

project is scheduled for commissioning in 2028.

[Kuensel]

India: Prime Minister Modi’s BJP secures

power in Delhi after 27 years

(lm) Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s Bharatiya Janata

Party (BJP) secured a decisive victory in the Delhi

legislative assembly elections, winning 48 out of 70

seats and ending the 10-year rule of the Aam Aadmi

Party (AAP). This marks the BJP’s return to power in the

Indian capital after 27 years, a significant boost after its

reduced majority in the 2024 general elections. Delhi’s

outgoing Chief Minister Arvind Kejriwal, a longtime

critic of Modi, accepted the results and congratulated

the BJP on its win.

The swearing-in ceremony for the new Delhi Chief

Minister is expected to take place after Modi returns

from his visit to Washington, D.C., on February 12-13,

where he will meet U.S. President Donald Trump. The

BJP is planning a high-profile event, inviting key figures
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from the National Democratic Alliance (NDA) and chief

ministers of NDA-ruled states. [Business Standard]

Speculation over the next Chief Minister has

intensified, with Parvesh Verma emerging as a

frontrunner after defeating Kejriwal in a closely

contested race. Other potential candidates include

Bansuri Swaraj, daughter of late BJP leader Sushma

Swaraj; Ashish Sood, a seasoned municipal leader; and

Smriti Irani, a former Union Minister with a strong BJP

presence. Senior leaders such as Vijender Gupta and

Satish Upadhyay are also being considered for the role.

[Associated Press] [CNN]

Delhi, a city of 20 million people, faces critical

challenges such as housing shortages and severe air

pollution. With the BJP now in power, expectations are

high for the party to address these long-standing

issues and fulfill its electoral promises.

India: Manipur Chief Minister resigns,

Governor cancels upcoming assembly

session

(lm) In a significant political development, on February

10, the Governor of India’s landlocked northeastern

Manipur state declared the upcoming session of the

state Assembly "null and void" following the

resignation of Chief Minister N. Biren Singh. The

resignation, which followed a meeting with Home

Minister Amit Shah, marks the end of Singh’s second

term, which had been marred by ethnic violence in the

state. [The Hindu 1] [The Hindu 2] [Moneycontrol]

During Singh’s tenure, Manipur faced severe unrest,

including ethnic clashes between the valley-based

Meitei community and the Kuki-Zo groups. The

violence, which began in 2023, has claimed the lives of

over 250 individuals and displaced thousands,

particularly from the Kuki-Zo communities. These

clashes escalated over issues of ethnic identity and

political autonomy, leading to widespread damage and

loss of life, especially in areas where the Meiteis and

Kuki-Zos are in conflict.

The resignation of Singh, who had held the position

since 2017, comes amid growing unrest and calls for

accountability regarding the handling of the ethnic

violence. Thus, it follows growing political pressure,

including a planned no-confidence motion that was set

to take place during the state's budget session. As the

state's political situation remains volatile, the central

government, along with local authorities, is expected
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to step up efforts to stabilize the situation and address

the underlying issues of the conflict.

The decision by the Governor to cancel the scheduled

Assembly session further complicates the political

landscape in Manipur. The session was set to be a

crucial point for the state’s governance, but now, with

Singh's resignation, the state is in a period of

uncertainty as the ruling Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP)

seeks to establish new leadership to address both the

political crisis and the humanitarian issues arising from

the violence.

Against this backdrop, BJP's Manipur in-charge Sambit

Patra held closed-door meetings with party MLAs in

Imphal to discuss the next steps. The meetings, which

took place on February 10, involved at least three BJP

legislators who have had strained relations with Singh.

Additional meetings are planned, with some taking

place either within the state or elsewhere. [Hindustan

Times]

India: Opposition challenges voter list

irregularities, considers legal action

(wyn) Opposition leader Rahul Gandhi has accused

India's Election Commission of irregularities in voter

registration in Maharashtra, alleging that 3.9 million

new names were added before the state elections—

more than the total number of voters added in the

past five years. Gandhi’s party, the Indian National

Congress, which led an opposition alliance, lost the

election in November 2024 to a coalition led by Prime

Minister Narendra Modi’s Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP),

despite earlier projections favoring the opposition.

The Election Commission has denied any wrongdoing,

stating that it will respond in writing to the allegations.

However, Gandhi has demanded that the full voter list

be made available, criticizing the lack of transparency

in the electoral process.

Gandhi suggested that the opposition may take the

matter to court, hinting at a possible legal challenge

over the legitimacy of the election results. [Reuters]

India: Supreme Court questions Tamil

Nadu Governor’s prolonged silence on

pending Bills
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(wyn/lm) The Supreme Court of India has sharply

questioned Tamil Nadu Governor R.N. Ravi for

withholding assent to multiple bills for over three years

without providing timely explanations. The court

observed that the Governor’s long silence and sudden

referral of 10 bills to the President for consideration in

November 2023 had frustrated the constitutional

process outlined in Article 200.

During the hearing, Justice J.B. Pardiwala remarked

that had the Governor communicated his objections

earlier, the Tamil Nadu State Legislature could have

addressed them. The Attorney General of India, R.

Venkataramani, representing the Governor, argued

that the Governor had concerns about the Bills—

particularly those affecting the appointment of Vice-

Chancellors in State universities. The Tamil Nadu

government had sought to remove the Governor from

this process, which led to the dispute.

The State Assembly re-passed the 10 Bills in a special

session in November 2023 and sent them back for the

Governor’s assent. However, instead of approving

them, Governor Ravi referred all the Bills to the

President. The President later assented to one Bill,

rejected seven, and left two pending.

Tamil Nadu’s legal representatives, including senior

advocate A.M. Singhvi, argued that once the Assembly

re-passes a Bill, the Governor has no discretion but to

approve it. They accused the Governor of acting like a

"constitutional despot" and subverting democratic

governance by delaying the Bills indefinitely.

Justice Pardiwala dismissed the Governor’s defense,

stating that his actions made no constitutional sense

and amounted to a procedural deadlock. The court

demanded that the Governor’s office provide records

detailing the specific objections raised against the Bills,

questioning whether the delay was motivated by legal

concerns or political considerations.

The Supreme Court has now reserved its judgment.

[The Hindu 1] [The Hindu 2]

India: Failure to inform grounds of arrest

will render it illegal

(wyn) The Supreme Court of India has ruled that failure

to inform a person about the grounds of their arrest as

soon as possible is a violation of their fundamental

rights guaranteed under Articles 21 and 22 of the

Constitution. The court emphasized that this

requirement is not just a formality, but a mandatory
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constitutional safeguard. If the grounds of arrest are

not communicated, the arrest will be deemed illegal,

and the individual must be released immediately, even

if a charge sheet has been filed or a trial is ongoing.

The judgment arose from a case involving a man

arrested by Haryana police, where the arrest was

deemed illegal for non-compliance with the

constitutional provision. The court highlighted that the

purpose of informing an arrestee of the grounds is to

uphold their right to liberty and life, as enshrined in

Article 21. Additionally, the court ruled that the failure

to comply with this requirement could not be

remedied by subsequent actions, such as a

magistrate’s remand.

Justice A.S. Oka and Justice N.K. Singh, who wrote the

ruling, explained that the grounds must be

communicated in a manner that provides the arrested

person with a clear understanding of the reasons for

their detention. Furthermore, the communication must

be done in a language the individual understands,

ensuring the constitutional safeguard is achieved.

In a separate concurring judgment, Justice Singh

stressed that the grounds for arrest should also be

communicated to the arrestee’s relatives or nominated

persons, ensuring they can take timely legal action to

secure the individual’s release. The court underlined

that this process is crucial not only for informing the

detainee but also for facilitating their access to legal

recourse, which might not be easily available to them

during detention.

The Supreme Court clarified that non-compliance with

Article 22(1) would not invalidate the investigation or

trial process, but it would render the arrest itself

unconstitutional. The ruling sets a precedent that all

police and judicial authorities must uphold these

constitutional requirements, reinforcing the protection

of individual rights under India’s legal framework.

The Court also emphasized that the burden of proving

compliance with Article 22(1) rests on the investigating

officer or agency, and failure to do so will entitle the

accused to immediate release. [The Indian Express]

India: Women entitled to maintenance

from second husband even if previous

marriage legally subsisting

(lm) The Supreme Court of India has ruled that a

woman is entitled to claim maintenance from her

second husband, even if her previous marriage
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remains legally valid. This decision was made under

Section 125 of the Code of Criminal Procedure (CrPC),

which was replaced by Section 144 of the Bharatiya

Nagarik Suraksha Sanhita (‘Indian Citizen Safety Code')

– the main legislation on procedure for administration

of substantive criminal law in India – in July 2024.

The Court emphasized that social welfare provisions,

such as maintenance, should be interpreted broadly to

achieve their humanitarian objectives, rather than in a

strict legal manner that might undermine the purpose.

The ruling came in a case where the woman had

separated from her first husband in 2005, but no

formal divorce was obtained. She then married her

second husband in November 2005, but the marriage

was later annulled by the family court in 2006, though

the couple reconciled and remarried.

After further disputes, the woman filed a maintenance

claim under Section 125, which was initially allowed by

the family court but later set aside by the Telangana

High Court. The second husband argued that the

woman could not be his legal wife due to her first

marriage still subsisting. The Supreme Court, however,

rejected this argument, stating that denying

maintenance would defeat the social justice objectives

of the provision and restore the maintenance award to

the woman and her daughter. [The Hindu]

India: Supreme Court to hear plea seeking

access to public schools and hospitals for

Rohingya refugees

(lm) At the time of writing, the Supreme Court of India

was scheduled to hear a Public Interest Litigation (PIL)

on February 10, seeking to grant Rohingya refugees

based in Delhi access to public schools and hospitals.

The plea, filed by the NGO Rohingya Human Rights

Initiative, requests that Rohingya children be allowed

admission to public schools free of cost, irrespective of

the requirement for Aadhaar cards. Aadhaar is a 12-

digit unique identification number issued by the Indian

government to residents of India, based on biometric

and demographic data

The plea also seeks that Rohingya refugees be

provided with free health services in government

hospitals and be eligible for government benefits such

as subsidized food grains under the Antyodya Anna

Yojana and the Food Security Act, similar to benefits

extended to Indian citizens.

The petition argues that Rohingya refugees, who hold

UNHCR cards, are being denied access to essential
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services because they lack Aadhaar cards. The

Supreme Court had previously directed the NGO to

provide details about the refugees' places of

settlement in Delhi, including areas such as Shaheen

Bagh, Kalindi Kunj, and Khajuri Khas. These refugees

reportedly reside in slums or rented accommodations,

and the court sought clarification on the relief that

could be provided, depending on their living

conditions.

The Supreme Court is expected to review the case,

particularly focusing on whether Rohingya refugees

can access these services and rights, given their lack of

formal identification documentation such as Aadhaar

cards. The PIL also calls for the extension of rights to

Rohingya children, including participation in national

exams, without government-mandated ID proof. [The

Hindu]

India: Media pile into lawsuit against

OpenAI chatbot ChatGPT

(lm) Indian news organizations, including major

publications like The Indian Express, The Hindu, and

NDTV, have joined a lawsuit against OpenAI, accusing

the company of unauthorized use of their content to

train ChatGPT. The lawsuit, originally filed by Asian

News International (ANI) in November 2024, seeks INR

20 million (USD 230,000) in damages and aims to

prevent OpenAI from storing and using copyrighted

news material without permission. ANI claims that

OpenAI rejected a licensing offer and instead blocked

its content while still allegedly sourcing material from

its subscribers’ websites. The agency also argues that

ChatGPT has sometimes reproduced its reports

verbatim or falsely attributed statements to it,

misleading the public.

The lawsuit holds significant implications for AI

regulation in India, as the Delhi High Court’s ruling

could set a precedent for how AI models handle

copyrighted material. In December, the Federation of

Indian Publishers, which represents 80 percent of

Indian publishers, sought to join the case, followed by

the Digital News Publishers Association (DNPA) and

three other media outlets in January. These

organizations argue that OpenAI has signed licensing

agreements with international publishers like The

Associated Press and Financial Times but has not

offered similar arrangements to Indian media. OpenAI,

however, maintains that ChatGPT is not a substitute

for news subscriptions and that it follows legal

standards regarding data usage.
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The case comes as India debates AI regulation. The

government has previously issued advisories requiring

AI models under testing to seek approval before

launch and banning content that could undermine

electoral integrity. While OpenAI is facing lawsuits

worldwide over similar claims, including a major case

by The New York Times, the outcome of this case could

influence AI policies and content licensing agreements

in India. Meanwhile, OpenAI CEO Sam Altman, who

visited India recently, emphasized the country’s

importance in the AI revolution, signaling that OpenAI

is open to collaboration with Indian media. [BBC]

India: Government plans to amend

nuclear liability law in spotlight as Modi

heads to US, France

(lm) The Indian government’s decision to amend its

nuclear liability law is drawing increased scrutiny,

particularly as Prime Minister Narendra Modi prepares

for a diplomatic visit to the United States and France

this week. The proposed changes could significantly

impact the country’s nuclear energy future, with a

focus on easing the legal framework surrounding the

liability of suppliers and operators involved in nuclear

power projects.

India’s existing nuclear liability law, the Civil Liability for

Nuclear Damage Act, 2010, has faced criticism from

foreign nuclear companies, including Westinghouse

and EDF, due to provisions that allow suppliers to be

held liable in case of accidents, which has discouraged

investment. By revising the law, the government aims

to create a more favorable environment for nuclear

energy partnerships, which are crucial for meeting

India’s growing energy demands and reducing its

dependence on fossil fuels.

The government’s stance has been under debate, as

critics argue that relaxing the liability provisions could

undermine accountability and safety standards, while

proponents argue it is necessary to attract advanced

technology and expertise from Western nuclear

suppliers. The U-turn in policy—particularly the

emphasis on new-age, small modular reactors—could

pave the way for strategic energy agreements with the

U.S. and France, both of which have advanced nuclear

technologies. [The Hindu]

India: Open to energy imports from all

sources at lowest prices
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(lm) India remains committed to securing energy

imports at the lowest possible rates, expanding its

supplier base from 27 to 39 countries, including

Argentina, according to Oil Minister Hardeep Singh

Puri. Addressing a press conference ahead of Indian

Energy Week 2025, Puri dismissed concerns over

Russia’s energy supply following U.S. sanctions,

emphasizing that India will continue buying from the

most affordable sources.

Puri noted that natural gas prices are expected to

decline in 2026, with India potentially increasing

imports from Qatar. Domestic oil companies are also

exploring long-term contracts and investments in U.S.

energy projects, including liquefied natural gas (LNG)

and crude oil purchases.

Highlighting the government’s energy strategy, Puri

stated that liquefied petroleum gas (LPG) consumption

has plateaued, and efforts are underway to expand

piped natural gas (PNG) access nationwide, as it is 30

percent cheaper than LPG.

Puri also hinted at an imminent 10th round of oil and

gas asset sales under the Open Acreage Licensing

Policy (OALP), reinforcing India’s push for energy

security and affordability. The OALP, introduced in

2017, allows companies to bid for oil and gas

exploration blocks at any time, rather than waiting for

government auction rounds, promoting greater

investment and faster exploration in India’s

hydrocarbon sector. [Business Standard]

India: Central bank cuts interest rates to

support slowing economy amid foreign

outflows

(wyn/hjn/lm) The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has cut

interest rates for the first time in nearly five years,

reducing the repo rate from 6.5 percent to 6.25

percent to counter slowing economic growth and

declining urban consumption. The move signals a shift

in monetary policy as India prioritizes economic

expansion over inflation control.

RBI Governor Sanjay Malhotra expressed confidence in

India's economic potential, stating that India can

achieve a 7 percent growth rate and should aspire for

higher expansion. The RBI forecasts GDP growth of 6.6

percent for the financial year 2024-25 (FY25) and 6.7

percent for FY26. While inflation remains above the 4

percent target, it has moderated to 5.2 percent in

December 2024, enabling the central bank to focus

more on stimulating growth. [Business Standard]
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Malhotra reiterated the RBI’s commitment to price

stability while ensuring adequate liquidity to support

investment and consumption. He also addressed

financial security concerns, emphasizing consumer

protection, regulatory flexibility, and fraud prevention

measures in banking and digital finance. [BBC]

[Deutsche Welle]

The rate cut follows the Indian government’s personal

income tax reductions in its latest budget and an INR

1.5 trillion (USD 18 billion) liquidity injection to stabilize

the domestic banking system. However, foreign

portfolio investors (FPIs) withdrew USD 9 billion from

Indian equities in January, marking the second-highest

monthly outflow on record. The financial sector was

hardest hit, losing approximately USD 3 billion,

followed by consumer services and IT stocks. [Reuters

1]

The Indian rupee has weakened to record lows,

pressured by global trade uncertainties, rising U.S.

Treasury yields, and capital outflows. In response, the

RBI has been conducting buy/sell USD-INR swaps and

intervening in the spot market to support the currency

while maintaining liquidity in the banking system.

[Reuters 2]

Additionally, the RBI announced on February 10 that it

will increase the purchase of government securities to

manage the liquidity deficit in the country's banking

system. The RBI will now buy government securities

worth INR 400 billion (USD 4.57 billion) in its upcoming

open market operation on February 13, double the

amount of INR 200 billion (USD 2.29 billion) previously

planned.

As of the week ending February 7, the banking system

had faced a liquidity deficit for eight consecutive

weeks, with the current deficit standing at INR 1.33

trillion (USD 15.2 billion). [Reuters 3]

India: Central bank warns of rising digital

fraud, introduces secure domain names

for banks

(wyn/hjn) Reserve Bank of India (RBI) Governor Sanjay

Malhotra has cautioned lenders against the growing

threat of digital fraud in the financial sector,

emphasizing the need for stronger cybersecurity

measures. With the increasing adoption of digital

payments, cyberattacks, and data breaches, the RBI

has repeatedly urged banks to strengthen security

protocols to protect consumers.
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To combat fraudsters who exploit minor domain name

variations to deceive users into revealing sensitive

information, the RBI is introducing exclusive internet

domain names for banks and financial entities. The

domains ‘bank.in’ for banks and ‘fin.in’ for non-bank

financial institutions will be launched in April 2025,

with the Institute for Development and Research in

Banking Technology (IDRBT) acting as the exclusive

registrar.

The initiative aims to enhance online security, improve

recognition of legitimate banking websites, and curb

fraudulent practices. Malhotra stressed that

cybersecurity is a growing concern as India’s financial

sector undergoes rapid digital transformation, and

urged banks to stay vigilant against rising cyber

threats. [Reuters]

India: Electronics firms recruit global

leaders as talent shortage drives up

salaries

(lm) India's electronics manufacturing sector is

experiencing a severe talent shortage, prompting

companies to recruit global professionals for

leadership roles.

With India's electronics industry expanding into

component manufacturing and semiconductors, the

demand for skilled leaders has surged. The leadership

workforce currently accounts for just 1 percent of the

industry’s white-collar employees, according to

Xpheno, a talent solutions firm. More than 80

leadership positions remain vacant, with companies

actively recruiting experienced professionals from

other industries, including IT services, software

development, and industrial manufacturing.

To strengthen India’s domestic manufacturing

capabilities, the government is planning a INR 250

billion (USD 3 billion) incentive scheme to reduce

dependence on Chinese imports. Additionally,

production-linked incentive (PLI) schemes targeting air

conditioners, LED lights, and semiconductors are

expected to further boost local production. [Business

Standard]

India: Security forces kill 40 Maoist rebels

as Home Minister vows to end insurgency

by 2026
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(lm) Indian security forces have intensified operations

against Maoist rebels, killing at least 40 insurgents in

recent clashes across Chhattisgarh, a known Maoist

stronghold. In Bijapur district, 31 rebels were killed,

while another major security operation led by joint

Army and paramilitary forces resulted in additional

casualties. Two Indian commandos were killed, and

two others were injured during the battles, according

to officials.

Authorities recovered assault rifles and grenade

launchers from the insurgents, and operations are

ongoing to eliminate remaining rebel strongholds.

[BBC] [The Hindu 1] [The New York Times]

The Maoist insurgency, also known as the Naxalite

movement, began in West Bengal in the late 1960s,

inspired by Chinese revolutionary leader Mao Zedong.

The rebels claim to be fighting for communist rule and

greater rights for tribal communities and the rural

poor. The insurgency spread across India's "red

corridor", covering regions from northeastern to

central India.

Over the years, security offensives have pushed the

insurgents into forested areas, reducing their

territorial control but not eliminating the movement

entirely. In 2024 alone, 287 rebels were killed, mostly

in Chhattisgarh. Since the 1960s, the conflict has

claimed more than 10,000 lives.

Indian Home Minister Amit Shah hailed the recent

offensives as a significant success, reaffirming the

government's goal to eradicate Maoism by March 31,

2026. He noted a decline in Maoist-related violence

and highlighted ongoing efforts to dismantle the

Naxalite network, particularly in central and eastern

India, where the insurgency is most active. [The Hindu

2]

India: LCA Tejas supply to proceed as

planned from 2025-26

(lm) During the 15th edition of Aero India, a major

aerospace and defence exhibition, Shri G. Satish

Reddy, the Secretary of Defence Production,

announced that the production and supply of the Light

Combat Aircraft (LCA) Tejas will follow the original

schedule starting from 2025-26.

The Tejas, developed by the Indian Ministry of Defence

and the Aeronautical Development Agency (ADA), is

seen as a key element in the broader "Make in India"

initiative aimed at developing and manufacturing
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advanced defence technologies domestically. The LCA

Tejas is being produced in two variants, the LCA Mark 1

and Mark 1A, both of which will cater to the needs of

the Indian Air Force (IAF) and Navy. The Mark 1A

variant, which is an upgraded version with enhanced

avionics and weapons capabilities, is expected to be

particularly crucial in strengthening India’s defence

capabilities. [The Hindu]

India: Defence Ministry signs major

contracts to boost naval and artillery

capabilities

(lm/wyn) The Ministry of Defence (MoD) has signed two

major contracts aimed at enhancing India's naval and

artillery firepower, reinforcing the government's

"Aatmanirbhar Bharat" (Self-Reliant India) initiative.

On February 8, the MoD signed a contract worth INR

6.24 billion (USD 75 million) with Bharat Electronics

Limited (BEL) for the procurement of 28 EON-51

Electro-Optical Fire Control Systems. These systems

will be deployed on 11 next-generation offshore patrol

vessels (OPVs) and three cadet training ships for the

Indian Navy. The EON-51 system enhances target

detection and classification using electro-optical and

thermal imaging technology, improving naval

surveillance and combat efficiency. The project is

expected to generate employment over three years,

involving Micro, Small & Medium Enterprises (MSMEs)

in the defense supply chain. [The Hindu]

Separately, on February 6, the MoD signed a contract

worth INR 101.47 billion (USD 1.2 billion) to procure

advanced rockets and Area Denial Munition (ADM)

Type-1 for the Pinaka Multiple Launch Rocket System

(MLRS). Contracts were awarded to Economic Explosive

Limited (EEL) and Munitions India Limited (MIL) for the

supply of ADM Type-1 (DPICM) and High Explosive Pre-

Fragmented (HEPF) Mk-1 (Enhanced) rockets. These

weapons will allow the Indian Army to strike deep into

enemy territory with precision and lethality.

Additionally, the MoD signed an agreement with BEL

for upgrading Shakti software, which supports

advanced defense communication and command

systems. [NDTV]

India: Parliamentary panel calls for

'comprehensive security assessment' of

all missions and posts
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(lm) A report by the Parliamentary Committee on

External Affairs has recommended a thorough security

assessment of all Indian diplomatic missions and posts

abroad. The committee noted concerns over the safety

and protection of India’s foreign missions, particularly

in the wake of increasing global security challenges.

The committee’s report, which was tabled on February

9, also highlighted that India currently lacks resident

missions in 42 countries, underscoring the need for

greater diplomatic presence in those regions. [The

Hindu]

Maldives: Opposition protests as

President Muizzu unveils constitutional

reforms in first parliamentary session

(db/lm) The first parliamentary session of 2025 was

marked by protests from opposition Maldivian

Democratic Party (MDP) MPs, who disrupted President

Mohamed Muizzu’s Presidential Address over his

planned constitutional amendments. The session was

adjourned after Speaker Abdul Raheem Abdulla

ordered the removal of protesting MPs, with security

personnel forcibly escorting two members out while

others withdrew voluntarily. The session resumed only

after their removal, allowing Muizzu to continue his

address. Outside Parliament, MDP supporters

gathered near police roadblocks, demanding a reversal

of recent constitutional changes. [Raajje 1] [Raajje 2]

[the edition 1]

Muizzu announced that the most significant bill to be

introduced this year will be a constitutional

amendment to hold presidential and parliamentary

elections simultaneously. The government will also

propose a bill to align the start of the presidential term

with November 11. Other key legislation includes

adjusting the size of the legislature, revising the

composition of the Judicial Service Commission (JSC),

tightening anti-corruption laws, introducing an asset

recovery bill, and reforming housing and financial

services regulations. [the edition 2]

The MDP opposed Muizzu’s constitutional reforms,

arguing that they would increase presidential powers

at the expense of parliamentary authority. Last year,

the government amended the constitution to prevent

foreign military presence, require parliamentary

approval for territorial changes, and enforce the loss of

parliamentary seats for party-switching MPs. MDP

lawmakers claimed that the new amendments further

consolidate executive power and weaken

parliamentary checks and balances.
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Tensions within the ruling People’s National Congress

(PNC) also surfaced ahead of the session. The PNC

parliamentary group met in preparation for the sitting,

but Speaker Abdul Raheem Abdulla was notably

absent, fueling speculation of internal discord. Majority

Leader Ibrahim Falah downplayed reports of conflict,

explaining that Abdul Raheem has not attended PG

meetings since becoming Speaker and citing security

and logistical reasons for his absence. Speculation

about a rift between Muizzu and Abdul Raheem

intensified following the dismissal of Abdul Raheem’s

son, Ibrahim Faisal, as Tourism Minister.

Following the session, MDP Parliamentary Group

Leader Ibrahim Nazil accused the Speaker of violating

parliamentary regulations by ordering the removal of

MPs in his absence, stating that security personnel had

never previously handled MPs without a presiding

Speaker or MP in charge. He argued that the removals

were unlawful and later joined MDP protesters

demanding accountability for what the opposition sees

as an erosion of democratic norms under Muizzu’s

leadership. [the edition 3]

After the session, MDP Parliamentary Group Leader

Ibrahim Nazil accused the Speaker of violating

Parliament Regulations by ordering the removal of MPs

in his absence, stating that this had never happened

before without a presiding Speaker or MP in charge of

the session. Nazil, who later joined the protesters on

Sosun Magu, emphasized that the MPs had agreed to

leave if the Speaker returned to his seat, arguing that

the removals were unlawful. [the edition 4]

Maldives: Parliament to debate economic

reform measures, salary cuts for officials

(lm) The Maldives Parliament is set to discuss

economic reform measures aimed at reducing state

expenditure as part of President Mohamed Muizzu’s

Economic Reform Agenda. The proposals, which have

been sent to the Standing Committee for review, focus

on cutting public expenditure over the next two years.

As part of these reforms, the government has

proposed salary reductions across various sectors. The

salaries of political appointees, employees of state-

owned enterprises excluding banks, heads of

independent institutions, judicial officials, and

Members of Parliament will be reduced by 10 percent.

For employees of state-owned enterprises, a salary cap

of MVR 90,000 (USD 5,850) will be imposed on

company heads. The President’s salary will be cut by 50
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percent, reducing it from MVR 100,000 (USD 6,500) to

MVR 50,000 (USD 3,250).

In addition to the salary cuts, Parliament will also

deliberate on ministerial restructuring, including the

merger of the Tourism and Environment Ministries. It

will also review the appointment of Minister Thoriq

Ibrahim, the selection of the Vice-President of the Anti-

Corruption Commission and a member of the Elections

Commission, as well as the first reading of an

amendment to the Decentralization of Administrative

Areas Act. [the edition]

Maldives: President Muizzu announces

plans for judicial reforms and

infrastructure development

(lm) In his Presidential Address to Parliament on

February 6, President Mohamed Muizzu outlined

significant reforms aimed at strengthening the criminal

justice system in the Maldives. These include the

establishment of a dedicated Public Defenders Office,

strengthening conditional cautioning and plea bargain

systems, and addressing critical infrastructure

challenges within the judiciary.

The establishment of the Public Defenders Office aims

to provide legal representation for individuals who

cannot afford a lawyer in criminal cases, ensuring

broader access to legal aid and reinforcing judicial

trust. Currently, state-appointed defense lawyers are

provided through the Attorney General’s Office, but

the new office will provide more focused support.

President Muizzu confirmed his intention to submit a

bill to Parliament this year to formalize its

establishment. [the edition 1]

Additionally, President Muizzu emphasized the need to

address long delays in trial proceedings, a critical issue

in the criminal justice system. As a temporary

measure, the Criminal Court and Drug Court will be

relocated to the repurposed Hulhumalé Covid Facility,

with preparations expected to be completed by August

2025. Furthermore, the government will work on the

construction of a Superior Courts Complex in

Hulhumalé to resolve space constraints in the

judiciary.

To reduce case backlogs and expedite criminal justice

proceedings, Muizzu also announced plans to

strengthen the conditional cautioning system, which

allows for the resolution of minor offenses through

warnings and rehabilitation instead of formal charges.

The government will provide specialized training for
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prosecutors and defense lawyers to improve the

efficiency of this system. [the edition 2]

In line with these efforts, authorities at the 'Bandhu

Forum', organized by the Prosecutor General’s Office

(PGO), identified trial delays as the key issue in remand

cases. Discussions explored solutions such as

expanding video conferencing systems and

implementing online scheduling systems to speed up

court proceedings. The PGO plans to work with the

government and other institutions to implement these

reforms after consulting with the judiciary. [the edition

3]

Maldives: Ruling PNC secures majority in

by-elections, wins 33 seats

(lm/sl) The People's National Congress (PNC) secured a

dominant victory in the latest local council and

Women's Development Committee (WDC) by-elections,

winning 33 seats, including 24 unopposed and nine out

of 12 contested seats. The main opposition Maldivian

Democratic Party (MDP) won two seats, while two

independent candidates secured seats, according to

provisional results from the Elections Commission.

President Dr. Mohamed Muizzu, who also leads the

PNC, hailed the victory as a major achievement,

emphasizing the party’s growing influence. The voter

turnout was 55.41 percent, with 6,275 people casting

ballots by 4:00 p.m.The by-elections were the first of

two annual cycles introduced under new election laws,

with several contests uncontested due to a lack of

opposing candidates. [the edition 1] [the edition 2] [the

edition 3]

Maldives: President nominates Zahid and

Solah for top Election Commission roles

(lm) President Mohamed Muizzu has nominated

Mohamed Zahid as President of the Elections

Commission (EC) and Abdul Rahman Solah as its Vice

President, with their names submitted to Parliament

for approval. The nominations follow a recent

amendment to the Elections Commission Act, which

grants the President the authority to appoint the EC’s

leadership.

Parliament reviewed the nominations after receiving a

letter from President Muizzu requesting approval. Both

Zahid and Solah were appointed as EC members in
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January. Zahid previously served as Vice President of

the Human Rights Commission of Maldives (HRCM) but

was removed from the position after Parliament

passed a no-confidence motion against him. Solah

previously held the position of Permanent Secretary at

the Ministry of Homeland Security and Technology

before resigning last year. [the edition]

Maldives: Business magnate blames past

governments for economic woes, praises

Muizzu’s administration

(lm) Business magnate and longtime parliamentarian

Qasim Ibrahim has blamed past administrations for

the Maldives' economic decline, attributing the current

financial challenges to debt accumulation and bond

sales under governments that came to power in 2008,

2013, and 2018.

Speaking at a press conference in Parliament on

February 6, Qasim commended President Mohamed

Muizzu’s administration, stating that it is taking the

right steps to improve the economy. He praised

Muizzu for removing managing directors and ministers

to ensure better governance.

Qasim also endorsed Muizzu’s proposal to combine

presidential and parliamentary elections, arguing that

past presidents have used their positions to make

campaign promises to secure parliamentary victories.

Despite his criticism of past governments, Qasim’s

Jumhooree Party was previously allied with multiple

former administrations, including those of Ibrahim

Mohamed Solih, Abdulla Yameen Abdul Qayyoom, and

Mohamed Nasheed. [the edition]

Maldives: Sports Ministry Permanent

Secretary suspended amid investigation

(lm) The Civil Service Commission (CSC) has suspended

Hussain Shareef, the Permanent Secretary at the

Ministry of Sports, Fitness, and Recreation, following

multiple complaints lodged against him.

Shareef, who was appointed in 2018, previously held

his role when the youth and sports sectors were part

of a single ministry. Despite the suspension, reports

indicate that Shareef attended work on February 3, as

the Sports Ministry had yet to receive an official

notification.
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In the interim, Ali Zaki, the ministry's Director General,

has been assigned Shareef’s responsibilities. Zaki

previously served as Permanent Secretary at the Youth

and Sports Ministry from 2016 to 2018. [the edition]

Maldives: Abdulla Hameed returns to

foreign service as Ambassador at Large

(lm) Abdulla Hameed, also known as Chief Hameed,

has rejoined the Maldives' Foreign Service after several

years, having been appointed as Ambassador at Large

about a month ago.

Hameed previously served as the Maldives'

Ambassador to Saudi Arabia from 2015 to 2018 under

former President Abdulla Yameen’s administration.

Prior to that, he was Chief of Protocol for 15 years

during former President Maumoon Abdul Gayoom’s

tenure. He also held senior positions, including Deputy

Minister of Foreign Affairs and Minister of State

between 2006 and 2008. [the edition]

Maldives: MP accuses defense minister of

insulting Addu residents, seeks apology

(lm) Addu Meedhoo MP Abdul Rahman has accused

Defense Minister Mohamed Ghassan Maumoon of

making demeaning remarks about the people of Addu.

In a letter addressed to President Dr. Mohamed

Muizzu, which he later shared on social media, Abdul

Rahman alleged that Ghassan spoke insultingly after

the MP confronted him at Parliament regarding

unanswered calls about issues concerning Addu

residents.

According to the letter, Ghassan dismissed the

concerns, stating that he did not have to respond to

calls and that Addu was not his concern. Abdul

Rahman also claimed that during the presidential

campaign, Ghassan assured that if Addu residents

voted for the ruling People’s National Congress (PNC),

the government would ensure their continued support

for the party. However, Ghassan reportedly reiterated

his lack of ties to Addu, further escalating tensions.

Abdul Rahman urged President Muizzu to ask Ghassan

to apologize to the people of Addu. The incident has

sparked discussions about the government's

engagement with the southern atoll and its

commitment to addressing regional concerns. [the

edition]
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Maldives: Permanent Secretaries lose

posts following ministry merger

(lm) Following the merger of the Ministry of Tourism

and the Ministry of Climate Change, Environment, and

Energy into the newly formed Ministry of Tourism and

Environment, Minister Thoriq Ibrahim has assured that

he is capable of managing both mandates effectively.

The restructuring comes after the dismissal of former

Tourism Minister Ibrahim Faisal and aims to streamline

responsibilities related to tourism and environmental

conservation. [the edition 1]

Speaking in his first interview after taking over the

tourism portfolio, Thoriq stated that the

implementation of policies will be carried out by

experienced professionals, and he is currently

assessing necessary changes to restructure the

ministry’s policies. He emphasized that tourism and

environmental sustainability are interconnected, as

visitors come to the Maldives for its natural beauty.

As a result of the merger, both Permanent Secretaries

from the former ministries have lost their posts.

Fathimath Shaufa, who was appointed as Tourism

Ministry’s Permanent Secretary in January 2024, and

Ajwad Mustafa, one of the longest-serving Permanent

Secretaries, were dismissed in accordance with legal

provisions requiring the termination of their roles

following the dissolution of their respective ministries.

The Civil Service Commission (CSC) confirmed that

Shaufa was given the option to resign before her

dismissal. Meanwhile, Thoriq intends to appoint a new

Permanent Secretary to oversee the newly structured

ministry, with a formal announcement made to fill the

position. [the edition 2]

Maldives: Parliament to summon FDC

management over flat handover delays

(lm) The Parliament of Maldives has decided to

summon the management of Fahi Dhiriulhun

Corporation (FDC), a state-owned enterprise

responsible for developing and managing public

housing projects in the Maldives, over delays in

handing over apartments, which are causing financial

losses to the government.

The issue was raised by MP Mohamed Ibrahim (Kudu),

who highlighted that the state is paying MVR 23.4
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million (USD 1.52 million) monthly for a loan taken

from India to develop 4,000 flats in Hulhumalé’s

second phase. Despite 744 completed flats and

commercial units being ready, they remain vacant,

preventing the government from collecting an

estimated MVR 10.8 million (USD 703,200) per month

in rent and fees.

The delays stem from an ongoing government probe

into the legitimacy of flat recipient lists, slowing the

rent collection process. Housing Minister Abdulla

Muththalib recently apologized for the prolonged

delays and confirmed that the government is verifying

the 4,000-flat recipient list rather than reassessing all

20,000 applications under the Gedhoruveriyaa

Scheme. The final list is expected to be released before

Ramadan. [the edition]

Maldives: The Democrats to host open

debate sessions on governance and

democracy

(lm) The Democrats have announced plans to host a

series of open debates on governance and political

issues, aiming to encourage public participation in

discussions on national affairs. According to party

National Assembly member Saif Fathih, these debates

will provide a platform for citizens to voice their

opinions on key governance matters.

The first session is scheduled for next Friday under the

theme "When Did Democracy Take a U-Turn?", though

the venue has yet to be finalized. The debates are

open to the public, allowing for broad participation.

The concept of open political debates in the Maldives

dates back to former President Maumoon Abdul

Gayoom’s reform agenda, when similar forums were

held in schools and public halls. However, as

discussions became more intense, the series was

discontinued during the final years of Maumoon’s

administration, though political gatherings under

different names continued. [the edition]

Maldives: High Court rules house arrest

transfer of accused in murder case

unlawful

(lm) The High Court of Maldives has ruled that the

transfer of Haleemath Lamha, accused in the murder a

Filipino nurse, from remand to house arrest was
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unlawful, overturning the Criminal Court's earlier

decision.

Initially remanded in custody, Lamha was moved to

house arrest last year due to trial delays. However, the

High Court ruled that prolonged proceedings do not

justify release, citing Supreme Court precedent. The

ruling nullifies the house arrest order, and if the

Prosecutor General's Office requests her remand

within seven days, the Criminal Court must re-evaluate

her detention.

Lamha, who faces up to six years in prison, has already

spent three years in custody. She has denied the

charges, but prosecutors have submitted 110 pieces of

evidence, including 74 witnesses. Her fate now

depends on further court proceedings. [the edition]

Maldives: Supreme Court to announce

verdict in murder case on February 13

(lm) The Supreme Court has scheduled February 13 to

deliver its verdict on Mariyam Nazaha's appeal for

early release, citing that she has served an appropriate

sentence.

Nazaha was convicted in 2011 for the murder of her

ex-husband, Hassan Shahid, in June 2010, receiving a

25-year prison sentence. Her defense claimed that she

acted in self-defense due to persistent domestic

violence, and that she was suffering from battered

woman syndrome. The High Court upheld the verdict

in 2015, but Nazaha recently appealed to the Supreme

Court, which initially rejected her case before it was

later accepted by the Judges' Council. [the edition]

Maldives: USD 91,000 seized from former

HDC MD Fazul returned, investigation

ongoing

(lm) The MVR 1.4 million (USD 91,000) seized from

former Housing Development Corporation (HDC)

Managing Director Ibrahim Fazul Rasheed's residence

has been returned to him, police confirmed. Fazul

remains under investigation for alleged fraud in land

allocation under the Binveriyaa scheme and is

currently under a travel ban, with his passport

confiscated.

Police raided Fazul’s residence under a court order,

discovering the cash in a bag. While Fazul did not
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initially claim ownership, Relax Ferry Service, a private

speedboat operator, later stated that the money was

part of a 2022 business agreement, paid in cash for

services rendered to Fazul’s company.

Authorities, including the Anti-Corruption Commission

(ACC), are investigating corruption allegations linked to

misallocation of Vinares flats and fraudulent practices

in the Gedhoruveriyaa housing scheme. Fazul is

accused of allocating land to ineligible individuals,

including his brother, MWSC Deputy Managing Director

Mohamed Fazeel Rasheed.

Fazul resigned as HDC Managing Director on

December 21, 2024, citing the need for investigations

to proceed unhindered. Electronic devices and

documents were also seized during the search, and

police say further details will be revealed as the probe

continues. [the edition]

The Binveriyaa scheme is a government housing

initiative providing land plots for first-time

homeowners in the Greater Malé region, while the

Gedhoruveriyaa scheme focuses on granting flats to

eligible applicants. Vinares flats are part of a state-

developed housing project in Hulhumalé aimed at

providing affordable apartments. These schemes were

launched to address housing shortages but have faced

allegations of misallocation and fraud in their

implementation.

Maldives: MFDA deputy general post

remains vacant for six years amid legal

disputes

(lm) The Maldives Food and Drug Authority (MFDA) has

been without a Director General since 2019, with the

recruitment process repeatedly stalled due to legal

disputes and administrative changes. The Civil Service

Commission (CSC) recently suspended the latest hiring

process despite completing interviews and

examinations, citing ongoing amendments to the

MFDA Act.

The position was last held by Shareefa Adam Manik,

who resigned in 2019. Following her resignation, the

previous government announced a vacancy, which saw

First Lady Sajidha Mohamed among the applicants.

Although the Health Ministry initially planned to

appoint her in 2020, it later reversed the decision due

to restructuring.

The matter became the subject of legal challenges,

with Sajidha taking the case to the Employment
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Tribunal, which ruled against granting her the position

by order. Subsequent appeals to the High Court and

Supreme Court were dismissed, with the Supreme

Court finding no evidence that she had been denied

the role due to her status as the wife of now-President

Dr. Mohamed Muizzu. While Sajidha claimed

discrimination, the court ruled that she had not

sufficiently demonstrated how it occurred.

The ongoing delay in appointing a Director General has

raised concerns about the leadership vacuum at

MFDA, an institution responsible for regulating food

and drug safety in the Maldives. [the edition]

Maldives: Parliament debates emergency

motion on taxi drivers' rights

(lm) An emergency motion has been submitted to

Parliament, alleging that the government violated the

rights of taxi drivers by interfering with their work and

obstructing a protest. The motion, filed by opposition

Maldivian Democratic Party (MDP) MP Meekail Ahmed

Naseem during the second sitting of the first session of

this year’s Parliament, claims that police disrupted a

peaceful taxi drivers’ protest on December 11,

arresting participants and towing their vehicles in a

manner that infringed upon their constitutional rights,

including freedom of assembly, property ownership,

and the right to work.

Although no casualties or property damage were

reported, MP Meekail argued that the incident

reflected an attempt by the government to silence

dissent. The ruling People’s National Congress (PNC),

which holds a supermajority in Parliament, accepted

the motion for debate, but several PNC members

dismissed it as politically motivated. PNC members

claimed that the protest, which caused disruptions for

commuters between Hulhumalé and Malé, had been

orchestrated by the MDP. Police arrested three

individuals and towed 22 vehicles during the

demonstration.

The protest was sparked by opposition to the

government’s plan to introduce a state-owned taxi

service. However, the Ministry of Transport and Civil

Aviation later clarified that no official work on the

project had begun. [the edition]

Maldives: Two sentenced to life in prison

for large-scale drug trafficking
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(lm) A Maldivian court has sentenced two men to life

imprisonment for large-scale drug trafficking, along

with a fine of MVR 100,000 (USD 6,500) to be paid

within 12 months. The Criminal Court found the two

defendants guilty of drug dealing after a police search

uncovered 265 grams of cannabis at a residence they

were using.

A third suspect was acquitted after the court ruled that

the prosecution failed to prove his knowledge of the

drugs found at the scene. [the edition]

Maldives: Protest erupts in GA. Villingili

over hospital conditions after maternal

death

(lm) Residents of GA. Villingili, the capital of Gaafu Alifu

Atoll in the Maldives, staged a protest demanding

accountability and better healthcare at GA. Atoll

Hospital after the deaths of a woman and her newborn

following a caesarean section. Protesters questioned

the quality of healthcare in the atolls and called for

improvements, including specialist pediatricians and a

neonatal intensive care unit (NICU).

According to the woman's husband, delays in

transferring her to Malé contributed to the tragedy.

She was admitted with breathing difficulties and

underwent a C-section at eight months pregnant.

Despite assurances that a medical flight was on the

way, she remained at the hospital for hours. She died

on the runway of Kooddoo Airport before being

airlifted, while the baby passed away after reaching

Malé.

The Health Ministry has pledged a detailed review, and

Home Minister Ali Ihusan has ordered a criminal

investigation. Reports indicate that her transfer was

delayed despite initial arrangements under the

Aasandha health insurance scheme. Protesters

pointed out that similar cases have occurred at GA.

Atoll Hospital, including the death of a 13-year-old boy

in January 2024 due to emergency transport delays.

They urged the government to take concrete action to

prevent further tragedies. [the edition 1] [the edition 2]

Maldives: Police review case of man who

allegedly suffered stroke while in custody

(lm) Maldivian police are reviewing the case of a man

who allegedly suffered a stroke while in custody to
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determine whether negligence was involved.

The man was arrested in connection with a traffic

accident. His family has alleged that he suffered a

stroke while in detention and that inadequate medical

attention led to his condition worsening. In response,

police stated that they are reviewing the procedures

followed during his detention and will take appropriate

action if any violations or negligence are found. [the

edition]

Maldives: Floating solar project to be

completed in 2027 under Special Economic

Zone framework

(lm) President Mohamed Muizzu has announced that

the floating solar panel project, the first initiative under

the Special Economic Zone (SEZ) Act, is expected to be

completed by 2027. Speaking in his Presidential

Address to Parliament, Muizzu confirmed that a

foreign entity has been granted an SEZ permit to

develop a 100-megawatt national solar grid in a lagoon

in Malé Atoll.

The first phase of the project was awarded to Canada’s

Abraxas Power Corporation in April 2024, with

Sungrow Power Supply Co. as the technical partner.

The project is estimated to cost MVR 1.6 billion (USD

104 million) and aligns with the government's goal of

generating 33 percent of energy from renewable

sources by 2028.

Muizzu also highlighted efforts to increase public

participation in renewable energy adoption through

programs like 'Magey Solar' and announced 'Magey

Saafu Raajje', an initiative to improve waste

management facilities on all inhabited islands. So far,

17 islands have received upgraded waste management

systems.

In addition to expanding solar power capacity to 15

megawatts, the government has launched

environmental projects on 57 islands facing severe

erosion and aims to establish water and sewerage

services in all inhabited islands by the end of 2026.

Under the Five Million Trees initiative, 450,000 trees

were planted last year as part of the country’s climate

adaptation strategy. [the edition]

Maldives: President Muizzu announces

budget restructuring, targets deficit
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reduction USD 611 million

(db) In his Presidential Address to Parliament on

February 6, President Mohamed Muizzu outlined plans

to restructure the national budget and address the

Maldives' growing debt crisis. Through a combination

of increased revenue and spending cuts, the

government aims to reduce the fiscal deficit to MVR 9.4

billion (USD 611 million) this year, down from MVR 13.6

billion (USD 884 million) in 2024. The government

expects to generate MVR 39.8 billion (USD 2.59 billion)

in revenue and grants in 2025.

Muizzu acknowledged that despite recent

macroeconomic improvements, the Maldives

continues to face structural financial challenges, with

government expenditures exceeding revenues. He

stressed the need for strict fiscal discipline to avoid

overspending, noting that even with positive

developments in budgetary balance and foreign

exchange reserves, long-term fiscal stability requires

deeper reforms.

While reaffirming the commitment to economic

recovery, Muizzu assured that public services and

development projects would not be compromised. He

emphasized that strong financial regulations and

expenditure controls are being implemented swiftly to

curb unnecessary state spending while ensuring

continued progress on national development. [The

Edition]

Maldives: Housing loans to be issued from

July, USD 97.5 million allocated for

projects

(lm) President Mohamed Muizzu has announced that

housing loans will be issued starting in July, with MVR

1.5 billion (USD 97.5 million) allocated for housing

projects this year. Speaking in his Presidential Address

to Parliament, Muizzu emphasized that MVR 1 billion

(USD 65 million) in loan assistance will be provided to

Maldivians by the end of the year through the

Hiyaavahi Portal, which is now open for applications.

The loan scheme allows individuals in Malé to apply for

loans of up to MVR 6 million (USD 390,000), while joint

applicants can request up to MVR 10 million (USD

650,000). On designated islands under the sustainable

population and development concept, loans of up to

MVR 3 million (USD 195,000) are available. On other

islands, individuals can apply for loans of up to MVR 1

million (USD 65,000). These loans can be used for
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building new homes, completing unfinished houses, or

renovating existing properties.

The previously announced housing loan scheme offers

financing at a five percent interest rate. This initiative is

part of the MVR 56.6 billion (USD 3.68 billion) national

budget, aiming to address housing shortages and

affordability issues across the country. [the edition]

Maldives: Former deputy police chief

appointed as MPL Managing Director

(lm) Former Deputy CEO of Indira Gandhi Memorial

Hospital (IGMH), Mohamed Rishwan, has been

appointed as the Managing Director of Maldives Ports

Limited (MPL), a state-owned enterprise responsible

for managing and operating the country’s main

seaports. The Privatization Board announced his

appointment following the removal of Mohamed

Wajeeh from the position on February 2, 2025.

Rishwan previously served as Deputy Commissioner of

Police before resigning in 2011 and later took on the

role of Deputy CEO at IGMH under former President

Abdulla Yameen’s administration. In recent years, he

has been engaged in private business ventures. [the

edition]

Maldives: President Muizzu announces

military and police expansions

(lm) President Mohamed Muizzu has declared that he

will not allow any action that could compromise the

independence of the Maldives, emphasizing his

administration’s commitment to strengthening

national security. Speaking in his Presidential Address

at the first parliamentary session of 2025, Muizzu

outlined plans to bolster defense capabilities across

land, sea, and air.

He announced that work has begun to double the

capacity of the Maldives National Defence Force

(MNDF) Coast Guard, including acquiring necessary

vessels. The Special Boat Squadron for Coast Guard

special operations was established on November 3,

2024. To enhance airspace security, the MNDF Air

Corps was formed on March 15, 2024, and the use of

unmanned aerial vehicles (UAVs) has helped intercept

foreign vessels violating Maldivian waters. The

government has also begun physical work on air bases

in the north and south of the country.
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Further military expansions planned for 2025 include

expanding the MNDF Marine Corps, increasing training

facilities at Girifushi Training Centre, modernizing

operations, and acquiring additional resources for the

MNDF Fire and Rescue Department.

On internal security, Muizzu highlighted efforts to

strengthen police services and enhance law

enforcement. Since taking office, his administration

has established police stations in 27 islands, with plans

to set up new police services in 39 additional islands

and upgrade 20 temporary police stations to

permanent facilities. He also emphasized scaling up

police capacity for large-scale operations targeting

drug and gang-related crimes, aiming to establish a

nationwide police presence. [the edition]

Nepal: Government withdraws ordinance

vote amid uncertainty over JSP-Nepal’s

support

(lm) The KP Sharma Oli-led government has withdrawn

its plan to put six ordinances to a vote in Parliament

after failing to secure the Janata Samajbadi Party-Nepal

(JSP-Nepal)'s support in Parliament’s upper house, the

National Assembly. While the ruling Nepali Congress-

Communist Party of Nepal (CPN) (Unified Marxist–

Leninist) (CPN-UML) coalition holds a majority in the

House of Representatives, it lacks the required votes in

the upper house, making JSP-Nepal’s backing crucial.

[The Kathmandu Post 1]

The ordinances, introduced by the Oli government

when Parliament was not in session, cover land,

forests, governance, business regulation, and

cooperatives. JSP-Nepal, a Madhesh-based political

party formed in April 2020 after the merger of several

regional parties, has raised concerns about land-

related provisions, arguing they need to be revised

through a replacement bill. Though JSP-Nepal has

expressed support for the other five ordinances, it has

yet to formally decide its position, prompting the

government to delay the vote.

Behind the scenes, JSP-Nepal appears to be using its

bargaining position to negotiate for a role in the

government. Party leader Upendra Yadav, a long-time

Madhesi leader, recently met with Prime Minister Oli

and Nepali Congress President Sher Bahadur Deuba,

with sources suggesting the party is seeking either the

home or health ministry or control of the Madhesh

provincial government in exchange for its support. JSP-

Nepal has publicly denied making such demands, but

the ruling coalition’s inability to move forward without
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its backing has stalled the legislative process. [The

Kathmandu Post 2] [The Kathmandu Post 3] [The

Kathmandu Post 4]

The government’s withdrawal of the ordinance vote

follows growing concerns that if the ordinances are not

passed in both houses, they will automatically become

inactive, requiring fresh legislation. The ruling coalition

was confident in securing JSP-Nepal’s support, but as

deliberations were set to begin, it became evident that

the party remained undecided, forcing the government

to remove the vote from the agenda.

The opposition, meanwhile, has strongly criticized the

ordinance process, arguing that the government is

undermining Parliament’s role by introducing major

legal changes while the legislature was not in session.

Notably, however, Pushpa Kamal Dahal, leader of the

CPN (Maoist Centre) and the main opposition, recently

launched a strong attack on the KP Sharma Oli-led

government in Parliament while attempting to create

divisions within the ruling Nepali Congress-CPN UML

coalition. Dahal criticized the government for

bypassing Parliament with the six ordinances,

particularly the land-related amendment, which he

claimed serves land mafias while harming landless

people, Dalits, and squatters.

However, despite his sharp criticisms, Dahal refrained

from directly challenging Nepali Congress President

Sher Bahadur Deuba, indicating that he does not want

to completely sever ties with Nepali Congress. While

stating that his party is not actively trying to unseat the

government, Dahal insisted the coalition is unnatural

and unconstitutional and will collapse on its own. He

also questioned the ruling parties’ repeated claims that

their alliance would last until the next elections.

Dahal also sought to align himself with public figures

outside traditional politics, including Rabi Lamichhane,

the embattled Rastriya Swatantra Party (RSP) leader,

and social activist Ashika Tamang, claiming that both

are being persecuted by the government.

Dahal also raised broader political issues, calling for

constitutional amendments that would establish a fully

proportional electoral system, ensure 50 percent

women’s participation, and strengthen Dalit

representation. Additionally, he demanded an

investigation into all corruption cases, including

financial irregularities in Maoist cantonments and

Shera Palace in Chitwan, where the Maoist leadership

has been accused of wrongdoing. [The Kathmandu

Post 5]
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Nepal: Nepali Congress meeting deepens

factional divide

(lm) Factional tensions within the Nepali Congress, the

single-largest party in Parliament’s lower house and

within the ruling coalition, have intensified following an

orientation program in Pokhara, where several senior

leaders were excluded. The event, organized by the

Central Policy, Investigation, and Training Academy

under Vice-President Purna Bahadur Khadka, aimed to

unify the party but instead fueled internal divisions.

While all 77 district presidents and vice-presidents

were invited, the absence of key figures, including

Shekhar Koirala, the nephew of former Prime Minister

Girija Prasad Koirala, and Shashanka Koirala, son of BP

Koirala, Nepal’s first democratically elected prime

minister, has led to dissatisfaction among party cadres.

General Secretary Gagan Thapa and Vice-President

Dhanraj Gurung attended but were sidelined, while

Khadka dominated the event alongside party President

Sher Bahadur Deuba. Leaders close to the Koirala

faction have criticized this as an attempt to marginalize

opponents within the party.

Tensions between Shekhar Koirala and Gagan Thapa

have also grown, with Thapa increasingly seen as

aligning with Deuba and supporting the ruling coalition

with the Communist Party of Nepal (Unified Marxist–

Leninist) of Prime Minister Oli. While Thapa insists he

remains in Koirala's faction, insiders suggest their

political ambitions may lead to a split ahead of the next

party general convention.

Criticism has also emerged from within Deuba’s own

camp, with some of his close confidants questioning

Khadka’s dominance over the program. Party

spokesperson Prakash Sharan Mahat described the

event as a "one-man show" by Khadka, while other

senior leaders viewed it as an exclusive, faction-driven

event rather than a true effort at party unity. [The

Kathmandu Post]

Nepal: National Assembly approves Media

Council Bill despite press freedom

concerns

(lm) The National Assembly has passed the Media

Council Bill 2080, replacing the existing Press Council

of Nepal with a new regulatory body, Media Council

Nepal. Despite opposition from media professionals,
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the bill retains the controversial provision allowing the

government to appoint the council’s chairperson,

raising concerns about potential government influence

over media regulation.

While some provisions from earlier drafts—such as

fines and prison sentences for certain offenses—were

removed, media representatives argue that the bill still

threatens press independence. It mandates media

owners to disclose their sources of income and

investments, while also requiring a disclaimer in news

reports related to their businesses.

The bill specifies that the council will have a

chairperson and 11 members, including

representatives from the Ministry of Communications

and the Nepal Press Union. The chairperson must have

qualifications equivalent to a Supreme Court judge,

though critics argue that government involvement in

the selection process could limit the council’s

independence.

Despite calls to amend the bill, the majority in the

National Assembly voted in favor of retaining the

existing structure. Media professionals remain

skeptical about the government’s role in regulating

press conduct, warning that the bill could weaken

journalistic autonomy in Nepal. [The Kathmandu Post]

Nepal: Bhattarai’s Nepal Samajbadi Party

kicks off historic first national convention

in Kathmandu

(rs)The Nepal Samajbadi Party (Naya Shakti), led by

former Prime Minister Baburam Bhattarai, is currently

holding its first national convention at the Nepal

Academy in Kathmandu. The event, which began on

February 9, 2025, is scheduled to conclude on February

11, 2025. Approximately 1,500 delegates are

participating in the convention, which includes online

voting for members abroad.

During the convention, delegates are expected to elect

an 11-member leadership team and a 99-member

central committee. The party aims to use this

convention as a platform to restructure Nepal's

political landscape and foster progressive alliances.

Bhattarai, a prominent figure in Nepal's Maoist

insurgency, left the Maoist party in 2015 following the

promulgation of the new constitution. He founded the

Naya Shakti Party in 2016 as an alternative political

force. After a series of mergers and splits, he

established the Nepal Samajbadi Party in 2022. The
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party, currently without representation in the federal

parliament, rebranded as Nepal Samajbadi Party (Naya

Shakti) last year. The convention is expected to play a

significant role in shaping the future direction of the

party and its influence on Nepal's political scene. [The

Kathmadu Post]

Nepal: Rabi Lamichhane released on bail

in Sahara Multipurpose Cooperative fraud

case

(lm) Rastriya Swatantra Party (RSP) chair and former

home minister Rabi Lamichhane has been released on

NPR 5.4 million (USD 40,000) bail following a court

order from the Chitwan District Court in connection

with the Sahara Multipurpose Cooperative fraud case.

Lamichhane and several others are accused of

embezzling NPR 100.8 million (USD 750,000), diverting

funds from the cooperative to Gorkha Media Network

and the now-defunct Galaxy 4K TV. The plaintiffs seek a

seven-year prison sentence, a NPR 70,000 (USD 520)

fine, and restitution of embezzled funds. [The

Kathmandu Post 1]

The case against Lamichhane and 15 others, including

former deputy inspector general of Nepal Police

Chhabilal Joshi, was officially filed on September 24,

2024, with Gitendra Babu (GB) Rai, the cooperative’s

founder, listed as the primary suspect. The charges

include financial misconduct, fraudulent activities, and

misappropriation of cooperative funds.

Before being granted bail, Lamichhane was held in

police custody following a hearing where he recorded

his statement before judge Dayaram Dhakal. His

suspension as a lawmaker from Chitwan-2 remains in

effect due to the legal proceedings. [The Kathmandu

Post 2] [The Kathmandu Post 3] [The Kathmandu Post

4]

Lamichhane has faced multiple cooperative fraud

cases in Kathmandu, Kaski, and Rupandehi, securing

bail in each case. So far, he has been released on a

total of NPR 22 million (USD 165,000) in bail payments

across various cooperative fraud investigations. He

remains under scrutiny in another ongoing case in

Parsa related to the Sanopaila Cooperative fraud.

Lamichhane maintains that the accusations are

politically motivated and denies any wrongdoing.
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Nepal: Cooperative fraud accused

addresses victims while in custody

(lm) Dev Kumar Nepali, the founder chairman of Image

Savings and Credit Cooperative, who is accused of

embezzling over NPR 1.5 billion (USD 11.1 million),

addressed a gathering of victims outside the District

Government Attorney’s Office while in police custody.

The event, facilitated by the district police chief, has

sparked controversy over the legal and procedural

breaches involved.

Nepali, who was arrested following complaints from

over 1,500 depositors, assured victims that he would

return their money, stating he was willing to sell his

assets. However, local authorities, including the Chief

District Officer, were unaware of the arrangement.

Legal experts argue that allowing a detainee to make

public statements outside jail violates Nepal’s Prisons

Act 2079, which restricts prisoners’ external

communication to relatives, legal representatives, or

officials under strict security protocols.

While the district police chief defended his actions,

saying his role was only to ensure security, questions

remain over how Nepali was allowed to address over

300 victims publicly. The Chief District Officer has

ordered an investigation, stating that such incidents

should not be permitted without proper authorization.

[The Kathmandu Post]

Nepal: Police struggle to trace

masterminds behind impersonation scam

(lm) Nepal Police’s Cyber Bureau is facing challenges in

identifying the masterminds behind a sophisticated

impersonation scam, where fraudsters posed as senior

police officials to extort money from victims. Despite

the arrest of two suspects, authorities believe they

were only money mules—individuals used to launder

illicit funds—while the key perpetrators remain

unidentified.

The scam, which is part of a rising trend of ‘digital

arrest’ fraud in South Asia, involved fake emails using

names of senior officials from the Central Investigation

Bureau (CIB) and the National Cyber Security Centre.

The fraudsters also expanded their tactics by

impersonating a director from the National

Investigation Department.

Investigators found that one fraudulent email domain

was hosted in Germany, but international cooperation
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has been slow due to privacy policies and security

concerns. The account receiving extorted funds was

linked to an individual abroad, further complicating the

case. [The Kathmandu Post]

Nepal: Government and protesters reach

agreement over cable car project

(lm) The Nepal government and the ‘No Cable Car

Group’ reached a six-point agreement on February 4

following days of protests and a transportation strike

across eastern Nepal. The deal included halting the

construction of the Pathibhara cable car station above

the designated site, the unconditional release of 18

detained protesters, and medical treatment for those

injured during the January 25 clashes, when two

demonstrators were shot by security forces. The

government also agreed to launch an investigation into

the incident. [The Kathmandu Post 1] [The Kathmandu

Post 2] [The Kathmandu Post 3]

However, despite the agreement, tensions remain

high. Protesters accuse the government of failing to

fully implement the deal, pointing out that some

detainees were only released on bail instead of

unconditionally, and that authorities have not

definitively stopped construction. The protesters are

demanding that further negotiations be held at the

political level, rather than with bureaucrats.

The 2.7-kilometer cable car project, linking Kaflepati in

Phungling to Pathibhara Temple, a revered Hindu

pilgrimage site, has faced fierce opposition from

indigenous Limbu groups and other activists. They

argue that Mukkumlung, the traditional name of the

area, holds deep religious and cultural significance for

the Limbu community and should not be altered by

large-scale infrastructure projects. Protesters also

demand that Pathibhara be renamed back to

Mukkumlung, alleging cultural encroachment by non-

indigenous groups.

The protests, which began on January 28, escalated

into a transportation strike affecting nine districts,

including Taplejung, Panchthar, and Ilam, severely

disrupting daily life. Farmers were unable to sell

produce, and many families faced difficulties traveling

for urgent matters. Violence erupted on January 25,

when security forces clashed with demonstrators at

Baludanda, near the cable car construction site.

While the February 4 agreement provided a temporary

reprieve, subsequent talks on February 9 ended

without resolution, as the protesters continued to
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demand a ministerial-level negotiation team. The

government insists that talks should proceed with the

existing Home Ministry-led team, further fueling

frustrations among activists. Meanwhile, a Supreme

Court case challenging the project, filed three years

ago, remains unheard, raising concerns about the legal

status of the project. [The Kathmandu Post 4] [The

Kathmandu Post 5]

Nepal: Government positive on

addressing demands of resident doctors

(rs) The government of Nepal has expressed a positive

stance on addressing the demands of resident doctors,

who have been protesting for equal service benefits as

government employees. The government is willing to

provide resident doctors with a monthly salary of NPR

48,700 (USD 369), equivalent to that of eighth-level

government employees.

A late-night discussion on February 5 included Prime

Minister KP Sharma Oli, Education Minister Bidya

Bhattarai, Health Minister Pradip Paudel,

representatives of private medical institutions, and

resident doctors. A participant in the meeting stated

that Prime Minister Oli was supportive of the doctors’

demands. However, a formal agreement will only be

reached after discussions with the Medical Education

Commission.

Previously, Health Minister Paudel and Education

Minister Bhattarai had jointly decided to provide a

stipend of NPR 25,000 (USD 188) in the first year, NPR

30,000 (USD 226) in the second year, and NPR 35,000

(USD 264) in the third year. However, after protests

from doctors, the government reconsidered the

decision.

Despite the positive discussions, the Safe Workplace

Struggle Committee coordinator, Dr. Sheshraj Ghimire,

stated that protest programs would continue until a

formal agreement is signed. [Online Khabar]

Nepal: Land commission urges

government to halt eviction of landless

squatters

(lm) The Land Related Problems Resolution

Commission has called on all levels of government to

stop evicting landless squatters and unplanned settlers

until it completes its task of identifying and managing
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them. The commission warned that forceful removal

without proper arrangements violates constitutional

rights, which guarantee the right to settlement and

dignity.

Despite ongoing efforts to resolve land issues, reports

of forced evictions have emerged, particularly from

local authorities like Kathmandu Metropolitan City. The

commission emphasized that sustainable solutions

require coordination rather than government

intervention in displacement.

Nepal’s Land Act allows one-time land grants for Dalit

squatters and provides for other landless groups.

Recent amendments have further streamlined the land

distribution process. However, previous efforts have

been inconsistent, with successive governments

forming and dissolving multiple land commissions

since 1990.

The current Rijal-led commission, formed in October

2024, is reviewing 1.09 million applications and has

collected 20,000 new submissions but has yet to

distribute any land registration certificates. Around

46,000 bigha (30,820 hectares) of land has been

distributed to 150,000 families over the past three

decades, but tens of thousands of families remain

landless. [The Kathmandu Post]

Nepal: 17 US nationals, one Indian under

investigation for proselytization

(lm) Authorities in Sunsari have interrogated 17 US

nationals and one Indian citizen on suspicion of

misusing their tourist visas to engage in

proselytization, the act of attempting to convert

someone from one religion or belief system to

another. The individuals, who were allegedly posing as

social workers while attempting religious conversions,

were briefly detained and later released after their

documents were seized and forwarded to the

Department of Immigration for further investigation.

Under Nepal’s Immigration Act 1992, individuals found

misusing visas could face deportation and entry bans.

Additionally, Article 26(3) of Nepal’s Constitution

prohibits forced religious conversions and states that

any act or conduct that jeopardizes another person’s

religion is punishable by law. The Department of

Immigration is now reviewing the severity of the

offence to determine further legal action. [The

Kathmandu Post]
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Nepal: Divorce cases surge in Karnali

Province, domestic violence cited as main

cause

(lm) Divorce rates have significantly increased in

Surkhet and other districts of Karnali Province, with

most cases filed by women citing domestic violence as

the primary reason. Child marriage and abusive

relationships remain major contributors to this trend,

despite Nepal’s Civil Code 2017 setting the legal

marriage age at 20.

In the past five years, Surkhet District Court recorded

3,181 divorce cases, of which 2,376 were finalized.

Rukum West and Salyan also reported high divorce

rates, while Humla had the lowest number of cases.

The simplified divorce process under the 2017 Civil and

Criminal Code, which allows for quicker legal

separation, has contributed to the rise in cases.

Advocates note that many young women marry early,

face domestic abuse, and seek divorce within a few

years. Experts warn that children of divorced parents

are at higher risk of mental distress, drug abuse, and

crime involvement, highlighting the need for stronger

social and legal protections for affected families. [The

Kathmandu Post]

Nepal: Women’s helpline overwhelmed as

gender-based violence cases rise

(lm) The National Women Commission’s (NWC)

helpline, Khabar Garau 1145, is struggling to keep up

with the growing demand for support amid rising cases

of gender-based violence in Nepal. Launched in 2017,

the 24-hour toll-free service aims to provide legal aid,

shelter, and mental health support to survivors.

However, staff shortages, lack of funding, and limited

reach beyond Kathmandu are hindering its

effectiveness.

In the current fiscal year, the helpline has already

received 1,720 calls, including 571 new complaints and

1,136 follow-ups. In 2024, a total of 4,099 cases were

recorded. Survivors, particularly from remote districts,

struggle to access timely assistance as the helpline

relies on local police and hospitals, which discourages

some victims from seeking help.

Nepal has only one government-run shelter home, and

collaborations with NGOs for safe housing have

diminished. Additionally, the NWC lacks security

personnel, making rescue efforts and mediations
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difficult. Psychological support is another critical gap,

with no dedicated mental health professionals or

counseling rooms.

Despite these challenges, demand for the helpline

continues to rise. Officials stress the need for

government intervention, increased funding, district-

level branches, and a structured support system to

ensure that survivors receive the protection and

assistance they deserve. [The Kathmandu Post]

Nepal: Experts highlight persistent

challenges facing queer community

(lm) A roundtable discussion on LGBTQIA+ rights

organized by The Kathmandu Post highlighted

persistent legal and social barriers despite Nepal’s

progress, including same-sex marriage recognition.

Activists stressed that the Civil Code still defines

marriage as a union between a ‘man’ and a ‘woman’,

limiting property, adoption, and tax rights for same-sex

couples.

The discussion also criticized Nepal’s 2022 census for

undercounting the queer population, leaving them

invisible in policy planning. Transgender individuals

face major challenges, including lack of gender-friendly

toilets, limited access to hormone therapy, and costly

gender affirmation surgeries.

Participants called for better media representation,

noting that queer issues are often stereotyped or

overlooked in favor of entertainment-focused

narratives. Concerns were also raised over potential

cuts in international funding, urging the government to

take greater responsibility in advancing queer rights,

healthcare, and legal protections. [The Kathmandu

Post]

Nepal: Climate crisis forces migration

from mountain and hill villages

(lm) The climate crisis is accelerating migration from

Nepal's mountain and hill villages, with water scarcity,

declining agricultural yields, and extreme weather

pushing residents toward urban centers and foreign

employment. In Ward 3 of Manthali Municipality,

Ramechhap, only 250 out of 765 households have

access to clean drinking water, with many residents

moving to Kathmandu, other cities, or the Middle East

for livelihoods.
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Environmentalists warn that climate-induced migration

is a growing concern, with villages turning into ghost

settlements due to prolonged droughts, landslides,

floods, and crop diseases. Experts stress the need for

immediate relief for affected farmers and adaptation

measures to mitigate long-term impacts. Despite the

urgency, Nepal’s Department of Agriculture admits that

it lacks comprehensive data on the extent of crop

losses caused by erratic weather patterns.

Climate expert Manjeet Dhakal highlighted that around

200 people die annually due to disasters like landslides

and floods, with poor communities suffering the most.

Migrants seeking work in cities or abroad often

continue facing climate-related challenges, such as

excessive heat and poor living conditions.

Experts urge authorities to prioritize climate

adaptation programs rather than focusing solely on

sustaining the government. They warn that without

immediate action, rural depopulation will continue,

leading to profound social and economic

consequences for Nepal. [The Kathmandu Post]

Nepal: Malnutrition persists in Madhesh

despite being the country’s food basket

(lm) Malnutrition remains a serious health crisis in

Madhesh Province, particularly among children from

impoverished and marginalized communities. Despite

being Nepal’s agricultural hub, the province struggles

with high rates of child malnutrition, largely due to

poverty and a lack of awareness about proper

nutrition.

Many families, particularly in rural and uneducated

communities, lack knowledge about early childhood

nutrition, with some delaying the introduction of solid

foods due to traditional beliefs. Health professionals

note that children under two years old are the most

vulnerable, as their caregivers are often unaware of

the need for a balanced diet.

According to the Nutrition Rehabilitation Home at

Narayani Hospital, which treats malnourished children

from Parsa, Bara, Rautahat, and Sarlahi districts, 175

children were admitted in 2023-24, with the majority

between six and 23 months old. In the first six months

of 2024-25, 57 malnourished children have already

been admitted.

The 2022 National Demographic and Health Survey

shows Madhesh Province has a stunting rate of 29

percent, with 10 percent of children suffering from
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wasting. Pediatricians warn that junk food

consumption and poverty exacerbate malnutrition, as

some families prioritize packaged foods over essential

nutrients like milk, eggs, and meat. [The Kathmandu

Post]

Nepal: Hydro Nepal Project launched to

enhance hydropower through digitization

(lm) The Nepal Electricity Authority (NEA) has partnered

with Blue Water Intelligence (BWI), a France-based

technology company specializing in AI-driven

hydrological solutions, to launch the Hydro Nepal

Project, a digitization initiative aimed at optimizing

hydropower resources and improving climate

resilience. The French Embassy in Kathmandu

announced the project on February 7, highlighting its

role in advancing Nepal’s low-carbon energy

development.

By leveraging AI-powered hydrological modeling, the

project will enhance river basin data acquisition,

providing real-time insights into river discharge, flow

duration curves, and flow frequency analysis, even for

ungauged rivers. This initiative will strengthen Nepal’s

hydropower sector by improving preparedness for

hydrological risks and ensuring sustainable water

resource management.

The project will also collaborate with Tribhuvan

University’s Central Department of Hydrology and

Meteorology (CDHM) to study the impact of climate

change on hydropower generation in the Himalayan

region. The memorandum of understanding (MoU) was

signed by NEA Managing Director Kulman Ghising and

BWI CEO Jeremy Fain, in the presence of French

Ambassador Virginie Corteval. [The Kathmandu Post]

Nepal: Nepali rupee sinks to historic low

against USD, raising inflation concerns

(rs) The Nepali rupee (NPR) has hit an all-time low, with

Nepal Rastra Bank (NRB) setting the exchange rate at

NPR 140.43 per USD on February 7. The depreciation,

driven by the weakening Indian rupee (INR) to which

the NPR is pegged at a fixed rate of 1.60, has raised

concerns over rising inflation in Nepal’s import-

dependent economy.

The US dollar’s continued strength—fueled by global

economic shifts, high bond yields, and market volatility
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—has made imports significantly more expensive for

Nepal. Essential commodities such as petroleum,

edible oil, food, and fertilizers, which are priced in USD

globally, are becoming costlier, straining household

budgets. The year-on-year consumer price inflation

stood at 5.41 percent in mid-January, up from 5.26

percent a year ago, according to Nepal Rastra Bank.

Despite the challenges, a strong USD benefits Nepal’s

exports and remittance inflows. Nepal’s exports rose

31.8 percent to NPR 98.79 billion (USD 730 million) in

the first half of the fiscal year, while remittances

increased by 4.1 percent to NPR 763.08 billion (USD

5.65 billion). However, higher external debt repayment

costs remain a concern, especially after the surge in

post-earthquake infrastructure loans.

Economists warn that Nepal’s dependence on imports

makes it highly vulnerable to exchange rate

fluctuations, and the strong USD could prolong

inflationary pressures, particularly on fuel and

essential goods. While the dual exchange rate system

has remained unchanged since 1960, policymakers will

need to carefully balance rising import costs with

remittance benefits to mitigate economic instability in

the coming months.[The Kathmandu Post]

Nepal: Soaring soybean oil exports exploit

tariff loopholes

(rs) Nepal's soybean oil exports to India have surged

45-fold in the first half of the fiscal year, reaching USD

141.5 million, despite the country having minimal

domestic soybean production. The increase is largely

driven by traders exploiting tariff differentials, as India

imposes high tariffs on imports from countries outside

the eight nation South Asian Free Trade Area.

Nepal imported USD 182.5 million worth of crude

soybean oil from countries such as Argentina and

Brazil, refining and exporting 90,983 tons back to India

duty-free. While this trade has boosted Nepal's

revenue, experts warn that it lacks long-term

sustainability and provides little contribution to

broader economic growth.

India’s fluctuating import tariffs have repeatedly

impacted Nepal’s edible oil trade. After reducing duties

to zero in 2021, India reinstated a 20 percent customs

duty in September of last year, prompting Nepali

traders to resume arbitrage-driven exports.

Analysts caution that relying on trade driven by policy

loopholes threatens long-term stability. If India were to
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reduce import tariffs again, exports from Nepal are

expected to plummet. [The Kathmandu Post]

Nepal: Gwarko overpass construction

stalled amid contractor disputes

(lm) The construction of the Gwarko overpass, a 540-

meter-long project along the Koteshwor-Kalanki road,

has been stalled for over a month, exacerbating traffic

congestion in the area. Originally slated for completion

by February 2024, the project has faced multiple

delays, with extended deadlines pushed to April 2025

due to monsoon disruptions, technical issues, and

disputes between the contractor and authorities.

The Ashish-Samanantar-Religare JV was awarded the

contract for NPR 170.68 million (USD 1.26 million), with

Religare Construction handling most of the work.

However, concerns over construction quality, repeated

testing demands, and imposed penalties have slowed

progress. While authorities insist that standard quality

checks are necessary, the contractor claims that

bureaucratic delays and financial losses have disrupted

operations.

So far, NPR 440 million (USD 3.24 million) has been

spent, with an estimated NPR 150 million (USD 1.1

million) still required. The overpass remains

unfinished, with major ramp sections yet to be

completed. Authorities continue to engage with the

contractor to resolve disputes and expedite

construction. [The Kathmandu Post]

Nepal: Nine years on, crucial road

upgrade in Gorkha District remains

incomplete

(lm) The Bahrakilo-Barpak road upgrade, a crucial

project in Gorkha District, remains incomplete nearly

nine years after it began, leaving local residents

frustrated. The 46-kilometer stretch, which connects

several rural settlements, was meant to be widened

and blacktopped by 2018, but work has stalled due to

contractor negligence and government inaction.

Despite 90 percent physical progress, the remaining

two sections—an 8-kilometer stretch from Arkul to

Dhodeni and a 16-kilometer section from Baluwa to

Barpak—remain unfinished. Contractors Lohani and

Brothers Construction and Rasuwa/Elite/Surya JV,

responsible for these sections, have repeatedly missed
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deadlines, with the latter securing six deadline

extensions.

Locals complain of dust in the dry season and

deteriorating road conditions, urging the government

to take action against non-compliant contractors. The

Gorkha Road Project has warned that contracts may be

terminated if work does not resume immediately, but

skepticism remains as previous efforts to enforce

deadlines have failed. [The Kathmandu Post]

Nepal: Government forms committee to

assess fire damage at Ministry of Water

Supply

(lm) The government has formed a three-member

committee to assess the damage caused by a fire that

broke out at the Ministry of Water Supply over the

weekend. The fire resulted in an estimated loss of NPR

50 million (USD 370,000). Office equipment, including

televisions, computers, furniture, and some official

documents, were destroyed. Authorities have yet to

determine the cause of the fire, and an investigation is

ongoing. [The Kathmandu Post]

Nepal: Army clears illegal encroachments

from its land in Dolakha

(lm) The Nepal Army has demolished 39 illegally built

structures on its land in Melung Rural Municipality,

Dolakha, as part of an ongoing effort to remove

encroachments. The Garud Dal Battalion had

requested the removal of the encroachments to

conduct training on its 69-ropani (35,102.56 square

meters) land, which had been occupied for years.

Authorities have stated that similar illegal settlements

across the district will also be cleared. [The Kathmandu

Post]

Pakistan: Opposition parties mark one-

year anniversary of disputed elections

with protests

(lm/afk/an) On February 8, opposition parties in

Pakistan, including jailed ex-Prime Minister Imran

Khan's Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) and the Islamist

Jamaat-e-Islami (JI) party, held protests to mark the first

anniversary of the 2024 general elections, which they
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claim were marred by rigging. [Arab News 1] [Arab

News 2]

At the time, the elections were plagued by allegations

of vote manipulation, a nationwide mobile network

shutdown, and delayed results, leading to accusations

from the opposition that the polls were fraudulent. The

caretaker government, which oversaw the polls, and

the ECP deny the allegations of election rigging.

However, calls for an independent investigation into

the claims have come from the US House of

Representatives and several European nations, a move

Islamabad has so far rejected.

Despite PTI winning the most seats in the election, its

candidates ran as independents after the party was

banned from using its electoral symbol. However, PTI

fell short of forming a government, with a rival

coalition led by Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif taking

power instead. Against this backdrop, PTI, which

continues to call the election a “stolen mandate,”

designated February 8 as "Black Day" and staged

protests, including a major rally in Swabi, Khyber

Pakhtunkhwa, after local authorities denied permission

for a rally in Lahore. [Arab News 3]

Jamaat-e-Islami, which did not secure any National

Assembly seats but won two in the Sindh Assembly

and one in Balochistan, has also labeled the elections

fraudulent. The party has accused the government of

manipulating results and vowed to continue its

struggle for electoral transparency. [Arab News 3]

The PTI’s protest preparations were disrupted further

when Imran Khan’s lawyer, Faisal Chaudhry, was

arrested outside Adiala Jail in Rawalpindi. PTI has

condemned the arrest, calling for his immediate

release. Police sources claim the arrest followed an

altercation with a jail officer after Chaudhry was denied

permission to meet Khan. [Arab News 4]

Khan, who was removed from office in April 2022, has

faced multiple legal cases, which he describes as

politically motivated to block his return to power. Last

month, he was convicted in a corruption case involving

GBP 190 million and sentenced to 14 years in prison.

Despite these challenges, PTI has signaled a willingness

to negotiate with Pakistan’s military establishment, but

only under fair and transparent conditions. At a

workers' convention in Mardan, PTI Khyber

Pakhtunkhwa President Junaid Akbar emphasized the

need for free and fair political engagement, rejecting

coercion or forced decisions by institutions.
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Akbar acknowledged PTI’s past mistakes but reiterated

the party’s commitment to internal reforms and

rebuilding its democratic structure. He also addressed

concerns about internal divisions within PTI, stating

that performance reports from all factions would be

sent to Imran Khan to ensure accountability and unity.

Senior PTI figures, including Asghar Ali Khan and Ali

Muhammad Khan, echoed similar sentiments,

stressing the need for an equal playing field in

Pakistan’s political landscape. [The Express Tribune]

[Ground News]

In the midst of these protests, Prime Minister Shehbaz

Sharif’s administration has renewed its offer for

dialogue with PTI. National Assembly Speaker Ayaz

Sadiq confirmed the government’s willingness to

resume discussions, despite the collapse of previous

talks earlier this year. The breakdown came after PTI

insisted on the establishment of judicial commissions

to investigate incidents like the May 9, 2023, violent

protests and the November 26, 2024, crackdown on

opposition leaders. [DAWN] [The Express Tribune]

PML-N Senator Irfan Siddiqui, however, expressed

doubts about the chances for success, accusing PTI of

walking away from the negotiations prematurely. He

also highlighted that PTI had resorted to violent tactics

and rejected the offer to negotiate, adding further

tension to an already polarized political landscape.

[The Nation]

Pakistan: Coalition Government faces

uncertainty amid PPP-PML-N tensions

(afk) Sardar Saleem Haider, the governor of Punjab,

has expressed concerns about the coalition

government's future, stating that if internal conflicts

are not handled, it might only last six more months.

Despite Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif's efforts to

mediate, he said the PPP has not been sufficiently

accommodated, criticizing the approach and the

attitude of Punjab Chief Minister Maryam Nawaz.

The PPP and PML-N, historically rivals, joined forces in

the 2023 elections to counter the rising influence of

the PTI and former PM Imran Khan to ensure political

stability. Their coalition won important constitutional

positions, but soon after, internal conflicts arose over

administrative power and governance, especially in

Punjab Province.

Governor Saleem Haider claimed that poor

management affected the entire electoral process and
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cited the manipulation of Forms 47, the official

document that records consolidated election results at

the constituency level, as a key component of the

alleged rigging. He called it a political disaster and

bemoaned the fact that those in charge had not been

held accountable.

The governor further criticized the PML-N and PPP for

not consulting at the federal and provincial levels,

claiming that President Asif Ali Zardari's efforts are the

main reason the government is still in place. He

expressed frustration over the PPP having to face the

consequences of PML-N’s decisions and remarked that

the party does not feel like a true ally in the coalition.

Meanwhile, efforts are underway to ease tensions, as

representatives from both parties are set to meet for

negotiations. Concerns about being excluded from

decision-making have been raised by the PPP,

particularly in Punjab, where it alleges the province

government limits its political activity. Even though the

PPP was instrumental in the 26th constitutional

amendment's passage, it has charged that the PML-N

has failed to uphold its promises, especially about

equal representation in judicial appointments. [DAWN

1] [DAWN 2]

Tensions further increased after PPP leaders Shazia

Marri, Syed Khursheed Shah, and Aijaz Jakhrani met

with Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif over the weekend

to discuss the contentious Cholistan canals project and

the party's complaints about power-sharing in Punjab.

The PPP emphasized how the project, which uses

water from the Indus, has caused anxiety in Sindh, but

PML-N leaders, including Ahsan Iqbal, disregarded

their concerns.

While the meeting was described as cordial, the PPP

subtly reminded the prime minister of unmet

promises, particularly regarding the party’s role in

Punjab’s administrative appointments. Progress has

been sluggish despite promises, and the party is still

annoyed by Chief Minister Maryam Nawaz's

unwillingness to engage them. She reportedly tends to

rely on a small number of bureaucrats, even excluding

members of her cabinet from decision-making. [DAWN

3]

Pakistan: Supreme Judicial Council

reviews complaints against judges

(mra) The Supreme Judicial Council (SJC) has recently

intensified its efforts to address complaints against

constitutional officeholders under Article 209. In its last

two sessions, the SJC reviewed 46 complaints,
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disposing of 40, seeking comments on five, and

requesting further information on one case.

Under the leadership of Chief Justice of Pakistan (CJP)

Yahya Afridi, who assumed office on October 26, 2024,

the SJC has initiated significant reforms. These include

the establishment of a dedicated secretariat to

enhance operational capacity for judicial accountability

and the initiation of the appointment process for a

permanent SJC secretary. Regular meetings have been

institutionalized to ensure better oversight and

expedite case disposal.

The SJC is also actively considering amendments to its

Code of Conduct and Procedure of Enquiry, 2005,

aiming to strengthen judicial accountability

mechanisms.

In addition to these measures, the Law and Justice

Commission of Pakistan (LJCP) has introduced reforms

to enhance judicial efficiency and legal representation.

This includes replacing retired judges and ensuring

broader stakeholder participation. Newly inducted bar

representatives comprise prominent legal figures from

various regions, reflecting a commitment to inclusive

representation.

The commission has also initiated jail reforms,

including regular prison visits and outreach to remote

districts, to assess conditions and ensure fair legal

oversight. The agenda for the National Judicial Policy-

Making Committee (NJPMC) meeting, expected in late

February, is currently under preparation. Furthermore,

the Federal Judicial Academy (FJA) has launched

initiatives for continuous legal education and

professional development, including foreign training

programs for district judges to expose them to

international best practices.

To strengthen the legal fraternity, a dedicated

WhatsApp Community for Bar Councils and Bar

Associations has been established, providing legal

practitioners nationwide with free access to online

courses and educational resources. This initiative

complements on-campus training, particularly

benefiting lawyers from remote regions who may lack

access to professional development opportunities.

[DAWN]

Pakistan: Judicial nominations spark

protests as lawyers oppose constitutional

amendments
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(lm) Pakistan’s Judicial Commission has nominated six

high court judges for elevation to the Supreme Court,

despite protests by lawyer bodies in Islamabad. The

nominations were announced amid legal challenges to

the 26th constitutional amendment, which grants a

parliamentary committee the power to appoint the

Supreme Court’s chief justice for a fixed term and

establishes a panel of senior judges to decide

constitutional matters.

While the government argues the amendment ensures

faster justice, protesting lawyers claim it threatens

judicial independence. The controversy has fueled

demonstrations, with lawyers blocking roads and

opposing the recent transfer of three judges to the

Islamabad High Court, calling it an unconstitutional

move that undermines judicial seniority. Security

forces were deployed to control the protests, which

have divided legal professionals on the issue. [Arab

News]

Pakistan: Islamabad High Court seeks

government response on prisoner swap

(mra) The Islamabad High Court (IHC) has called for a

response from the federal government regarding a

proposed prisoner exchange between Dr. Aafia

Siddiqui and Dr. Shakeel Afridi. The petition, which

seeks Dr. Aafia's release from U.S. imprisonment and

repatriation to Pakistan, was heard by Justice Sardar

Ejaz Ishaq Khan.

Dr. Aafia Siddiqui, a Pakistani neuroscientist, has been

serving an 86-year prison sentence in the U.S. since

2010 on charges of attempting to kill U.S. personnel in

Afghanistan. Dr. Shakeel Afridi, a Pakistani doctor,

allegedly helped the CIA locate Osama bin Laden in

2011 and has been imprisoned in Pakistan for allegedly

aiding a banned militant organization. The U.S. has

previously called for Dr. Afridi's release.

A representative from the Ministry of Foreign Affairs

informed the court that the additional secretary of the

Ministry of Interior had recently met with the acting

U.S. ambassador to discuss the matter. However,

further details on the outcome of that meeting were

not disclosed. [DAWN]

Pakistan: Supreme Court urges action on

Lahore wastewater treatment plant
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(afk) The Supreme Court has provided guidelines to the

Punjab government for establishing a long-delayed

Wastewater Treatment Plant (WWTP) to prevent

contaminated water from entering the River Ravi.

While policymaking is the executive branch's

responsibility, the court stressed its constitutional

obligation to preserve basic rights. It proposed

financial alternatives, including Islamic financing

mechanisms such as Green Sukuk, which have

successfully supported environmental projects in

Indonesia and Malaysia. The court asked authorities to

look into sustainable finance sources and new water

management methods.

The WWTP, originally planned for the early 1990s, was

delayed due to unsuccessful World Bank discussions.

The Punjab government is now seeking funding from

the French Development Agency (AFD), with approvals

expected by August 2025 and loan discussions

beginning in early 2026. The court also advised

repurposing extra land purchased for the project to

support climate efforts such as afforestation and

renewable energy. It emphasized that safeguarding the

Ravi is critical for Lahore's water security, biodiversity,

and archaeological significance.

The Supreme Court has directed the Provincial and

Central Development Working Parties and ECNEC to

complete the case by August 2025 and provide a

report. The hearing will continue in September 2025 to

evaluate progress. The court emphasized the

importance of the WWTP, emphasizing that untreated

wastewater presents serious threats to ecosystems,

public health, and critical river functions. It

recommended authorities pursue long-term solutions

in line with Pakistan's National Adaptation Plan and

global climate financing plans. [The Express Tribune]

[Dawn]

Pakistan: Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif

and son acquitted in sugar mills

corruption case

(lm) An anti-corruption court in Lahore has acquitted

Pakistani Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif and his son,

Hamza Shehbaz, in the Ramzan Sugar Mills corruption

case. The National Accountability Bureau (NAB) had

accused them of misusing public funds to construct a

sludge carrier benefiting the family-owned sugar mill in

Punjab’s Chiniot district, causing an alleged loss of PKR

213 million (USD 0.77 million) to the national

exchequer.
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The court ruled in their favor after NAB stated it found

no evidence of corruption or misuse of authority under

the National Accountability Ordinance of 1999. This

acquittal follows a similar case in November 2023

when Sharif and 10 others were cleared in the Ashiana-

e-Iqbal Housing Scheme reference.

Shehbaz Sharif, younger brother of three-time Prime

Minister Nawaz Sharif, is serving his second term as

Pakistan's prime minister. Previously, as Punjab’s chief

minister, he was known for his pro-development

policies, particularly his collaboration with China on

infrastructure projects. [Arab News]

Pakistan: Cybercrime law amendments

face mounting legal challenges over free

speech concerns

(mra) The Pakistan Electronic Crimes (Amendment) Act,

2025 (PECA) is facing multiple legal challenges in the

Supreme Court, Sindh High Court (SHC), and Islamabad

High Court (IHC) as journalists and legal activists argue

that it violates constitutional rights and suppresses

press freedom.

The Pakistan Federal Union of Journalists (PFUJ) has

petitioned the IHC, calling the law unconstitutional and

urging the court to strike it down. The petition argues

that the amendments criminalize vaguely defined "fake

or false" news, impose excessive government control

over online content, and create new regulatory bodies

that undermine judicial independence. Among them is

the Social Media Protection Tribunal, which is

government-appointed rather than independent, and

the Social Media Protection and Regulation Authority,

which has broad censorship powers over content

deemed against Pakistan’s ideology or public officials.

[Arab News]

Separately, petitions have been filed in the Supreme

Court and SHC, challenging the PECA amendments on

constitutional grounds. In the Supreme Court, a

petitioner argues that the law exceeds legislative

authority and violates freedom of speech and

expression, urging the court to suspend it until a final

decision is made. In the SHC, Fahim Siddiqui, president

of the Karachi Union of Journalists, and another

petitioner claim the law threatens press freedom and

violates Article 19 of the Constitution, naming the law

ministry and information and telecom secretaries as

respondents. [DAWN]

The PECA amendments come amid what many see as a

broader crackdown on digital speech, including
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internet shutdowns, VPN restrictions, and the ongoing

ban on X (formerly Twitter) following allegations of

election rigging in February 2024. Rights groups,

including Human Rights Watch and Amnesty

International, warn that the law fails to meet

international human rights standards and threatens

media independence in Pakistan.

Pakistan: Authorities in Lahore grant

permission for annual Aurat March

(an) The Lahore High Court was informed on February

7 that the Deputy Commissioner of Lahore had

granted permission for the upcoming Aurat March

rally. This development came during a hearing of a

petition filed by four activists, who had challenged the

authorities’ earlier refusal to permit the march. The

petitioners also sought contempt proceedings against

the Deputy Commissioner. [DAWN] [Business

Recorder]

The Aurat March is an annual event in Pakistan that

brings together women and gender minorities to raise

awareness and demand gender equality. The march

focuses on issues such as women's rights, equal pay,

sexual harassment, and justice for victims of violence.

It started in 2018 and has grown into a significant

movement, inspiring similar protests in various cities

across Pakistan.

Pakistan: Health workers brave snow in

Kashmir to deliver polio vaccines for

immunization campaign

(lm) Pakistan successfully vaccinated over 45 million

children under five during its first nationwide polio

immunization campaign of 2025, held from February 3-

9. This urgent effort follows a sharp rise in polio cases,

with 73 cases reported in 2024, up from just six in

2023. [Arab News 1]

In Pakistan-administered Kashmir, health workers are

battling freezing temperatures and deep snow to

administer polio vaccines in remote areas. With

temperatures dropping to minus six degrees Celsius

and snow reaching three feet deep, teams are trekking

through the Himalayan mountains to reach villages. In

Surgan, 150 kilometers north of Muzaffarabad,

workers are vaccinating 1,700 children within a week,

contributing to the larger goal of 750,000 children

across Kashmir. [Arab News 2]
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Pakistan remains one of only two countries where

polio is still endemic, alongside Afghanistan. Since

launching its polio program in 1994, Pakistan has

made significant progress, reducing cases from 20,000

annually in the 1990s to just eight in 2018. However,

last year's surge has underscored the need for

stronger immunization efforts. These efforts are often

hindered by misinformation, religious opposition, and

militant attacks. During this latest campaign, a police

officer guarding vaccinators was killed in an attack in

northwestern Pakistan.

Despite these challenges, more than 400,000 trained

health workers carried out door-to-door vaccinations

nationwide. Dr. Mukhtar Bharath, Prime Minister

Shehbaz Sharif’s Coordinator for Health, emphasized

that eradicating polio remains a national priority,

urging parents to fulfill their "moral responsibility" by

ensuring their children receive the vaccine. [Arab News

1]

Pakistan: Rising gas prices threaten

exports, warns Business Council (PCB)

(mra) The Pakistan Business Council (PBC) has

expressed concerns over a recent increase in gas

tariffs for captive power plants (CPPs), warning that the

hike could undermine the country’s export potential.

Gas prices have surged from USD 8.80 to USD 15 per

mmBtu due to new levies, making Pakistan’s energy

costs higher than regional competitors like

Bangladesh. This price increase poses a significant

challenge to Pakistan's ambition to reach USD 60

billion in exports by 2027 and could weaken the

country’s competitiveness, particularly in attracting

diverted orders amidst U.S. tariffs on Chinese goods.

PBC Chief Executive Ehsan Malik emphasized that

Pakistan’s industrial electricity tariffs are already

considerably higher than those of neighboring

countries, which hampers the competitiveness of the

manufacturing sector. More than 50 percent of

Pakistan’s exports come from industries reliant on gas-

powered CPPs, which now face escalating operational

costs. Malik warned that the increase in energy prices

would discourage investment in manufacturing, with

negative consequences for employment and economic

growth.

The PBC also raised concerns that the tariff hike might

not effectively transition industries to the national grid,

as many factories may struggle with connection costs

or face delays. Some businesses might shift to

alternative energy sources like solar power, potentially
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leading to further foreign exchange outflows. The PBC

has urged the government to reconsider the gas price

increase to ensure that Pakistan’s exports remain

competitive and its manufacturing sector continues to

thrive. [DAWN] [Profit by Pakistan Today]

Pakistan: Close ties with Saudi Arabia and

UAE in mining and minerals sectors

(lm) Pakistan is accelerating its efforts to tap into its

vast mineral resources, with a focus on boosting

economic growth through collaboration with key

regional partners, particularly Saudi Arabia and the

United Arab Emirates (UAE). Prime Minister Shehbaz

Sharif highlighted the "very close interaction" Pakistan

is having with both countries regarding investments in

the mineral and mining sectors.

Pakistan’s mineral wealth, including vast coal reserves

in Sindh, gold and copper deposits in Balochistan, and

gemstones in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, has largely

remained underdeveloped. However, recent efforts

are being made to explore and exploit these resources.

Sharif mentioned the “G2G corridor” that facilitates

collaboration in mining, minerals, and agriculture,

reflecting growing engagement with the UAE and Saudi

Arabia.

As part of this drive, Pakistan and Saudi Arabia are in

advanced talks regarding investment in the Reko Diq

copper and gold mine, one of the largest

underdeveloped mines in the world. Saudi Arabia has

reportedly shown interest in a 15 percent stake in the

project. Pakistan and the UAE are also collaborating on

mining, with the UAE expressing keen interest in the

sector, along with agriculture.

Sharif, who is currently in the UAE for the World

Governments Summit, emphasized that Saudi Arabia,

Pakistan’s largest remittance source, and the UAE, an

important trade partner, are integral to Pakistan’s

economic recovery. The two countries have previously

signed significant agreements with Pakistan, including

USD 2.8 billion with Saudi Arabia and USD 3 billion with

the UAE, aimed at alleviating Pakistan’s ongoing

economic challenges.

Sharif’s statements are in line with those of Petroleum

Minister Musadik Malik, who revealed that Pakistan

and Saudi Arabia have completed the necessary

groundwork for large-scale investments in the Reko

Diq mine. [Arab News]
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Pakistan: Global credit rating agency sees

stability but warns structural reforms

remain crucial

(an) Fitch Ratings, a global credit rating agency that

assesses the financial health of countries and

companies, has acknowledged Pakistan’s economic

stabilization, citing advancements in external buffers

and structural reforms. However, the agency stresses

that continued progress on economic reforms will be

essential for upcoming International Monetary Fund

(IMF) program assessments and future financing from

bilateral and multilateral lenders.

In July 2024, Fitch upgraded Pakistan’s long-term

foreign-currency default rating (IDR) from CCC to CCC+,

following the country’s successful IMF agreement.

Since then, Pakistan has made notable economic

improvements, including a significant drop in inflation,

which reached a nine-year low of 2.4 percent in

January 2025. The reduction in food prices and tight

monetary policies contributed to this decline.

Fitch projects Pakistan’s GDP growth to reach 3

percent in FY25, supported by interest rate reductions

and increasing economic stability. The State Bank of

Pakistan recently cut policy rates to 12 percent to

encourage private sector growth. Additionally,

Pakistan’s current account balance recorded a USD 1.2

billion surplus in the last six months of 2024, aided by

strong remittance inflows and successful agricultural

exports.

Pakistan’s foreign exchange reserves rose to USD 18.3

billion by the end of 2024, surpassing initial estimates

and exceeding IMF Extended Fund Facility (EFF) targets.

However, external financing challenges remain, as over

USD 22 billion in public external debt matures in FY25.

While Saudi Arabia and the UAE rolled over USD 5

billion in deposits, Fitch warns that future bilateral

capital flows will likely be commercial and contingent

on reform progress. Discussions on selling a

government stake in a copper mine to a Saudi investor

and a deferred oil payment deal with Saudi Arabia

highlight this trend.

On the fiscal front, Pakistan has made progress on

reforms but faces some setbacks. All provinces have

legislated agricultural income tax increases, but delays

in implementation meant the IMF’s January 2025

deadline was missed. Moreover, federal tax revenue

growth fell short of IMF targets, despite an overall

primary fiscal surplus. [Arab News] [DAWN]
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Pakistan: State Bank of Pakistan bolsters

foreign exchange reserves

(sn) The State Bank of Pakistan (SBP) has reported that

net foreign exchange acquisitions between June and

October 2024 totaled USD 3.8 billion, strengthening

the country’s foreign exchange reserves. The

accumulation is a strategic intervention by the SBP to

enhance Pakistan’s financial stability and safeguard

against external economic pressures.

According to the data, the SBP made significant net

foreign exchange purchases in October, acquiring over

USD 1 billion in the month alone, followed by USD 946

million in September, USD 722 million in July, and USD

569 million in August and June, respectively. Analysts

have stated that the acquisitions, in combination with

higher home remittances inflows, have contributed

USD 2.1 billion to Pakistan’s exchange reserves, with

the remainder allocated to servicing debt repayments.

[The News International]

The SBP’s governor, Jameel Ahmed, revealed that

Pakistan’s total debt servicing commitments for the

Financial Year 2025 are estimated at USD 26.1 billion,

with USD 10.1 billion remaining after rollover and

refinance commitments. Despite significant debt

servicing obligations, Ahmed remains confident that

the SBP’s reserves will continue to grow, bolstering

Pakistan’s financial stability. [Business Recorder]

In related financial news, a report showed that

Pakistan’s foreign reserves stood at USD 16 billion,

with commercial banks holding net reserves worth

USD 4.6 billion. Amidst ongoing efforts to stabilize

Pakistan’s foreign exchange position, news was also

reported that SBP reserves increased by USD 46

million in the week ending January 31. This follows the

SBP reserves’ significant struggles in the week prior,

with a USD 76 million shortfall. [The Express Tribune]

Despite progress in rebuilding foreign exchange

reserves, Pakistan’s external debt remains a concern,

with over USD 22 billion due in fiscal year 2025,

including nearly USD 13 billion in bilateral deposits.

The significant maturities and existing lender

exposures have made external financing challenging,

despite Pakistan recently securing a USD 1 billion loan

from two separate Middle Eastern banks at 6-7 percent

interest.

Pakistan’s expected structural reforms, including those

recommended by the International Monetary Fund

(IMF), will look to create an enhanced business

environment and better investment opportunities for
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investors, enticing bilateral investment. [Business

Standard]

Pakistan: Government expands support

for overseas workers as migrant ship

capsizes near Libya

(sn/lm) Pakistan has activated a crisis management

unit following the capsizing of a ship carrying 65

migrants near Libya’s coast, with authorities working to

determine if any Pakistanis were among the victims.

The Pakistani embassy in Tripoli has dispatched a team

to a local hospital to assist in identifying the deceased

and is coordinating with Libyan authorities to gather

further details. [Arab News 1]

This latest tragedy comes amid Pakistan’s broader

efforts to curb illegal migration following the January

16 boat disaster off Morocco, where 13 Pakistanis lost

their lives attempting to reach Europe. Prime Minister

Shehbaz Sharif has pledged greater protections and

facilities for expatriates while intensifying action

against human smuggling networks that exploit

vulnerable job seekers.

Sharif highlighted the critical role of overseas

Pakistanis in supporting the national economy, noting

that remittances surged by 30 percent in December

2024, reaching USD 3.1 billion. To better facilitate legal

migration, the government is restoring the Green

Channel initiative for smoother travel and processing

for expatriates. Additionally, new agreements with

foreign nations aim to expand structured labor

migration pathways, ensuring safer job opportunities

abroad. [Arab News 2] [The News International]

Meanwhile, Pakistan’s crackdown on human trafficking

continues, with the Senate Standing Committee on

Interior advancing tougher laws under the Prevention

of Smuggling of Migrants (Amendment) Bill, 2025. The

proposed legislation introduces a minimum three-year

prison sentence for human smugglers, with lawmakers

emphasizing that stricter enforcement is necessary to

prevent more deaths at sea. [Arab News 3]

The Mediterranean remains the world’s deadliest

migrant route, with Pakistani nationals frequently

among the casualties. In June 2023, 262 Pakistanis

drowned when an overcrowded vessel sank off the

Greek town of Pylos, one of the worst migrant

tragedies recorded in the region. More recently, five

Pakistani nationals died in a shipwreck near Greece’s

Gavdos Island in December 2024. Federal Minister

Chaudhry Salik Hussain has vowed to expand legal
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migration pathways, reducing dependence on

smugglers and preventing further loss of life at sea.

[Arab News 4]

Pakistan: 57 licenses granted for EV

manufacturing

(sn) Pakistan has granted 57 licenses for

manufacturers of electric vehicles (EVs) as they attempt

to align with their National Electric Vehicles Policy

(NEVP), which aims to have all vehicle categories adopt

30 percent EVs by 2030, and 90 percent by 2024. 

It was reported that 55 licenses were granted for two

and three-wheeled EVs, while two production licenses

were also granted for assembling four-wheeled

vehicles. The government is currently assessing a plan

to establish the necessary charging stations, battery-

swapping facilities, and fast chargers for the NEVP

targets. 3,000 charging stations were initially planned,

though only eight have been installed thus far.

The government has sought to incentivize EV adoption,

which includes free registration, toll tax waivers, and

exemptions from annual token fees. An EV zone is also

set to be established in each province, including

Islamabad. Pakistan has also recently announced a 45

percent reduction in power tariffs for EV charging

stations. [Arab News]

Key industry players remain optimistic, with BYD

Pakistan, a joint venture between China’s Mega Motors

and BYD, expecting 50 percent of purchased vehicles

in Pakistan to be electrified to a degree by 2030.

Pakistan is currently well below its target of 600,000

EVs produced, with roughly 60,000 vehicles being

made thus far. [Arab News 2]

Following this news, Chawla Group has secured

exclusive dealership for global automotive leader

Dongfeng to bring EV’s to Pakistan. Chawla Group is

one of Pakistan’s most reputable businesses and are

set to bring quality and compliance to Pakistan’s EV

industry. The companies have outlined their business

plan which will begin with their official brand launch in

March 2025. [Business Recorder]

Pakistan: AI, IT sectors push for global

expansion through UAE, Saudi events

(lm) Pakistan has taken significant steps to strengthen

its tech-driven export potential, participating in AI
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Everything Global 2025 in the United Arab Emirates

and gearing up for the LEAP Tech Conference 2025 in

Riyadh, Saudi Arabia. These initiatives reflect the

country’s commitment to leveraging artificial

intelligence (AI) and information technology (IT) to

drive economic growth and establish a stronger

presence in international markets.

AI Everything Global 2025, one of the world’s largest AI

gatherings, was held from February 4-6 across Abu

Dhabi and Dubai, bringing together over 500 exhibitors

and 150 investors from 70 countries. Pakistan’s

delegation, supported by the Pakistan Software Export

Board (PSEB) and the Trade Development Authority of

Pakistan (TDAP), included 11 companies and two start-

ups. The event provided Pakistani industry leaders with

opportunities to explore collaborations and expand

digital exports. Ambassador Faisal Niaz Tirmizi

emphasized that technology could significantly

increase Pakistan’s exports, currently valued at USD 30

billion. PSEB CEO Abu Bakar highlighted the IT sector’s

rapid growth, noting that exports reached USD 3.2

billion in 2024, with expectations to surpass USD 4

billion in 2025 and a long-term goal of USD 15 billion.

[Arab News 1]

Building on its success in the UAE, Pakistan’s IT sector

is now heavily represented at LEAP 2025, which is

currently underway in Riyadh, Saudi Arabia. Pakistan

has sent its largest-ever delegation to LEAP, with over

100 companies and 1,000 delegates showcasing

innovations in AI, software development, fintech,

gaming, blockchain, and robotics. P@SHA and PSEB

organized the Pakistan x Saudi Business Forum ahead

of the conference to explore investment and

collaboration opportunities. Pakistani firms are

targeting USD 50 million in deals at the event. [Arab

News 2] [Arab News 3]

Despite Pakistan’s record-high IT exports of USD 348

million in December 2024, concerns remain over

slowing internet speeds and government-imposed

digital restrictions, which authorities deny.

Nonetheless, participation in major global tech events

like AI Everything Global 2025 and LEAP 2025

underscores Pakistan’s ambition to integrate AI and IT

into its economy, upskill its workforce, and position

itself as a key player in the international digital

landscape.

Pakistan: Balochistan farmers reject new

agricultural income tax
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(mra) Farmers in Balochistan, led by the Green Kissan

Ittehad (GKI), have strongly opposed a 35 percent tax

on agricultural production, introduced under the

International Monetary Fund's (IMF) directives. GKI

President Agha Lal Jan Ahmadzai condemned the tax

as cruel and anti-farmer, emphasizing that it would

exacerbate the struggles faced by the region’s

agricultural sector.

At a press conference, Ahmadzai pointed out that

agriculture is the backbone of Balochistan's economy,

with 75 percent of the population directly engaged in

farming. The sector supplies essential vegetables,

fruits, and other agricultural products to the rest of

Pakistan, generating significant tax contributions.

However, he lamented that despite this, the sector is

on the verge of collapse, largely due to insufficient

government support and crippling policies.

Ahmadzai also criticized the performance of the

Quetta Electric Supply Company, describing it as

detrimental to agricultural production, leading to a

steady decline in crop yields and drying up orchards.

Additionally, he highlighted the challenges faced by the

livestock sector, where the lack of quality medicines

and vaccinations has hindered growth. He called for

measures to curb the use of substandard drugs and

the establishment of mobile dispensary services to

assist livestock owners.

While other provinces have adopted modern

agricultural technologies, providing high-quality seeds

and training to farmers, Balochistan has been left

behind, according to Ahmadzai. He stressed the need

for better government support to promote sustainable

agriculture, livestock management, and fishing

practices. The lack of modern facilities has put

immense pressure on farmers, forcing them to take

matters into their own hands.

Furthermore, Ahmadzai appealed for a consistent six-

hour electricity supply until a solar energy transition is

completed and criticized the allocation of insufficient

funds for deep-water extraction, likening it to "a pinch

of salt in flour." He also called for training programs

and the introduction of farmer cards for landowners in

Balochistan, similar to those in Punjab, to alleviate

their difficulties.

Addressing water scarcity, Ahmadzai condemned the

extraction of additional canals from the Sindh River for

use in Punjab, describing the policy as discriminatory

and detrimental to Balochistan's farmers. He vowed to

continue advocating for the timely provision of water,

barley, and wheat purchases in the green belt, as well



as addressing other pressing issues affecting the

agricultural community in Balochistan. [DAWN]

Pakistan: Prime Minister Shehbaz pushes

for swift privatization of government

departments

(afk) Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif has directed

authorities to expedite the privatization process and

ensure its completion within the timeline specified.

Chairing a review meeting in Islamabad, he underlined

the importance of full transparency and the recruiting

of competent attorneys to handle legal challenges. The

privatization plan is a crucial component of the

government's "Uraan Pakistan" policy, which aims to

shift the state's emphasis from operating enterprises

to supporting investment and economic development.

The move aligns with the Pakistan Muslim League-

Nawaz (PML-N)'s long-standing pro-privatization stance

since the party has previously advocated for economic

liberalization and private-sector engagement. Shehbaz

emphasized that the government's responsibility is to

foster a business-friendly atmosphere rather than to

actively manage businesses. He also emphasized

Pakistan's economic resurgence as a result of timely

reforms and urged for collective efforts to sustain this

progress.

During the meeting, authorities informed the Prime

Minister about the Task Management System for

monitoring privatization and explained the phases of

the process. Ten government departments will be

privatized in the first phase, followed by thirteen in the

second and the remaining ones in the third. To

increase efficiency in important areas, the government

plans to simplify operations, minimize tax burdens,

and encourage private investment. [ARY News] [The

Express Tribune]

Pakistan: Violence continues in Khyber

Pakhtunkhwa province

(afk/sn) V Violence in Pakistan’s Khyber Pakhtunkhwa

(KP) province has surged, particularly along the border

with Afghanistan, as militants continue to target

security forces and local communities.

On February 6, militants from the Pakistani Taliban,

known by its acronym TTP, attacked a police

checkpoint in Karak district, resulting in the deaths of
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three police officers and injuries to six others. Armed

with heavy weapons, the attackers exchanged fire with

security forces for an extended period before fleeing

the scene. [EFE]

That same day, a counterterrorism operation in KP’s

Hassan Khel district led to the deaths of 12 militants

and one Pakistani soldier. The militants were

reportedly part of a larger group, with North

Waziristan, a known stronghold for TTP and other

armed factions, being the location of many such

clashes. The identities of the militant groups involved

were not specified. [Arab News 1]

In another incident on February 7, two police officers

were killed during an attack on a security checkpoint in

Bannu, marking the second such attack in the area

within just two days. Meanwhile, in North Waziristan, a

pro-government commander and two associates were

killed when a rival group, consisting of around 30

armed men, stormed their compound near Mirali. The

attack left at least 10 others injured, some of whom

received medical treatment in Bannu. [DAWN 1]

Pakistan’s security forces also carried out a significant

intelligence-based operation in North Waziristan, killing

three militants disguised in burqas as they attempted

to escape. The operation targeted a militant hideout in

Datta Khel, near the Afghan border, where weapons

and ammunition were recovered from the slain

militants. [Arab News 2]

In the Karak district, militants also targeted officers

escorting a polio vaccination team in the remote Surki

Lawaghar region. Although no one was injured, the

attack highlights the continuing threat faced by

vaccination workers in Pakistan, who are frequently

targeted by terrorists falsely claiming that vaccination

campaigns are part of a foreign conspiracy. Security

forces have vowed to take decisive action against those

responsible for such attacks. [DAWN 2] [Arab News 3]

Pakistan: Over 300 women officers join

Balochistan police amid rising security

threats

More than 300 women police officers have joined the

Balochistan police force following a rigorous seven-

month training program, marking a significant

milestone for the province’s law enforcement. The

officers, who graduated alongside their male

counterparts, will participate in counterterrorism

operations, conduct investigations, and carry out raids

—roles traditionally dominated by men.
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Balochistan, Pakistan’s largest province by landmass,

has long faced security challenges, with separatist

groups intensifying their insurgency, including the use

of female suicide bombers. The induction of more

women into the police force reflects the evolving

security landscape, particularly in countering gender-

based militant tactics.

Among the 1,600 newly graduated cadets, 386 women

from 32 districts completed training that included

firearm handling and lessons on the Pakistan Penal

Code. Station House Officer Zarghoona Kakar, who

trained the recruits, emphasized that female officers

will now be actively involved in frontline policing,

moving beyond administrative roles.

The integration of female officers comes at a critical

time, as Balochistan reported nearly 40 attacks on its

police force in 2024, resulting in 25 fatalities and 61

injuries. Many of the new recruits faced societal

resistance, but they remain committed to their duty.

Police officer Javeriya Sarwar highlighted the

importance of breaking stereotypes, stating that

serving in the force offers women a platform to protect

their communities. [Arab News]

Pakistan: Climate change poses national

security risk, UNEP adviser says

(lm) Climate change has become a national security

issue for Pakistan, threatening stability through social

disruption, migration, and environmental refugees,

according to Aban Marker Kabraji, an adviser for the

United Nations Environment Program (UNEP).

Speaking at the Breathe Pakistan Climate Conference

in Islamabad, Kabraji urged Pakistan’s military to take

climate change seriously as a security concern.

Pakistan ranks among the most vulnerable countries

to climate change, facing rising sea levels, floods,

droughts, and extreme weather events. Experts warn

that climate change can directly impact military

infrastructure, coastal bases, and training grounds,

while also exacerbating resource conflicts and

population displacement.

Kabraji also addressed Pakistan’s climate financing

challenges, pointing out that while international

donors pledged over USD 9 billion in January 2023 to

help Pakistan recover from devastating floods, the

funds have yet to materialize due to shifting global

priorities. She urged local agencies to actively secure

financial support to combat climate change.
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Discussing China’s infrastructure investments in

Pakistan, particularly under the China-Pakistan

Economic Corridor (CPEC), Kabraji noted that no

studies have assessed their carbon footprint. However,

she suggested that Pakistan should focus on

opportunities to ado69b9pt China’s advanced

renewable energy technologies, including solar panels

and electric vehicles, rather than dwell solely on

environmental impacts. [Arab News]

Sri Lanka: Government under pressure

over journalist’s murder case

(lm) The Sri Lankan government faces mounting

scrutiny over the long-stalled investigation into the

2009 assassination of journalist Lasantha

Wickrematunge, following a controversial decision by

the Attorney General (AG) to discharge three key

suspects. The Attorney General’s Office later clarified

that its legal opinion to release the suspects pertained

to a separate case involving the abduction of

Wickrematunge’s driver and the disappearance of his

field notebook—not the journalist’s murder. However,

the announcement sparked widespread confusion and

backlash, particularly since the suspects included a

former army intelligence officer and a senior police

official. [Daily Mirror 1] [Daily Mirror 2] [Daily Mirror 3]

Wickrematunge, the editor of The Sunday Leader, was

murdered by masked gunmen on motorcycles while

driving to work on January 8, 2009. His killing—widely

believed to be linked to his investigative journalism on

government corruption and military abuses—remains

one of Sri Lanka’s most high-profile unsolved murders.

The previous administration led by Gotabaya

Rajapaksa faced international pressure over its

handling of the case, with critics accusing the

government of deliberate delays to protect high-

ranking officials.

Responding to criticism in Parliament, Prime Minister

Harini Amarasuriya stated that the government would

refile indictments if necessary and consider launching

a fresh probe. The Attorney General’s Department also

insisted that investigations into Wickrematunge’s

assassination remain ongoing and that no final

conclusions had been made regarding the

perpetrators. [Daily Mirror 4]

However, media rights organizations, including the

Free Media Movement (FMM) and Sri Lanka Working

Journalists Association (SLWJA), issued statements

condemning the AG’s decision and urging the

government to honor its election pledge to bring those
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responsible for journalist killings to justice. Meanwhile,

Ahimsa Wickrematunge, the late journalist’s daughter,

wrote to the Prime Minister, calling for the

impeachment of Attorney General Parinda Ranasinghe

for abuse of power and neglect of duty. She accused

the AG of failing to deliver justice and warned against

political interference in the legal process. [Daily Mirror

5] [Daily Mirror 6]

The controversy intensified after President Anura

Kumara Dissanayake summoned the Attorney General

and CID officials to discuss the case. Government

Minister Wasantha Samarasinghe assured Parliament

that authorities would not interfere in the ongoing

investigation. [Daily Mirror 7]

However, in response to the growing debate, the Bar

Association of Sri Lanka (BASL) issued a strong warning

against political interference in the Attorney General’s

decisions. In a letter to President Anura Kumara

Dissanayake, the BASL emphasized that prosecutorial

decisions should be subject only to judicial review, not

Cabinet or political scrutiny. [Daily Mirror 8]

Amid these developments, Lasantha Wickrematunge’s

widow, Sonali Samarasinghe, is reportedly being

considered for a diplomatic post at Sri Lanka’s

Permanent Mission to the UN in New York. The timing

of her potential appointment has raised speculation,

particularly given the ongoing legal battles surrounding

her late husband’s case. [Daily Mirror 9]

Sri Lanka: Easter Sunday attack

investigation intensifies amid political

controversy

(lm) Investigations into Sri Lanka’s 2019 Easter Sunday

bombings have gained renewed attention as

authorities probe fresh allegations about the attack’s

alleged mastermind. [Daily Mirror 1] [Daily Mirror 2]

The Easter Sunday attacks, carried out by local

extremists affiliated with the Islamic State, targeted

churches and hotels, resulting in over 260 deaths,

including foreign nationals. The incident had profound

political repercussions, contributing to the electoral

defeat of then-President Maithripala Sirisena’s

administration and strengthening Gotabaya

Rajapaksa’s campaign in the 2019 presidential election.

However, continued debate over the attack’s political

motivations has kept it at the center of Sri Lanka’s

political landscape. [Daily Mirror 3]
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The current government, led by President Anura

Kumara Dissanayake, which had promised a new

investigation upon taking office, has launched an

inquiry based on claims by Azad Maulana, a former

secretary to MP Sivanesathurai Chandrakanthan

(Pillayan). Maulana has alleged that Pillayan

orchestrated the attack from prison while serving a

sentence for the 2005 murder of MP Joseph

Pararajasingham.

Maulana, who previously testified before the UN

Human Rights Council and appeared in a Channel 4

documentary, further alleged that former President

Gotabaya Rajapaksa and ex-State Intelligence Service

Chief Suresh Sallay were complicit in the attack, aiming

to create an atmosphere of insecurity to bolster

Rajapaksa’s presidential bid. Defense officials have

indicated that Maulana may be brought from

Switzerland to testify. While the Catholic Church has

expressed cautious optimism, it insists that Maulana

must be questioned to ensure a comprehensive

investigation.

Speaking against this backdrop, Gotabaya Rajapaksa

denied any involvement, urging the public to refer to

the Presidential Commission report, the official inquiry

into the attacks. [Daily Mirror]

The Presidential Commission of Inquiry (PCoI), which

was established by Sirisena in 2019 following public

outcry, criticized the government for failing to act on

intelligence warnings, particularly those provided by

India’s Central Bureau of Investigation (CBI). It held key

officials—including Sirisena himself—accountable for

security lapses, leading to a Supreme Court ruling

ordering Sirisena to pay LKR 100 million (USD 340,000)

in compensation to victims’ families. Other senior

officials were also held financially liable.

However, despite its findings, the commission did not

identify a definitive mastermind, fueling continued

speculation and political disputes. Calls for a fresh

investigation have persisted, with the Catholic Church

and opposition figures demanding deeper scrutiny into

allegations of political manipulation and possible state

complicity in the attack.

Sri Lanka: Supreme Court to hear

Mahinda Rajapaksa’s petition on security

reduction on March 19

(lm) On March 19, the Sri Lankan Supreme Court is set

to hear a petition filed by Mahinda Rajapaksa

challenging the government’s decision to reduce his
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security detail without conducting an adequate

security assessment. Rajapaksa, who served as

President from 2005 to 2015, argues that the reduction

of his security to 60 officers was an arbitrary decision,

ignoring potential security risks. Rajapaksa, a

controversial figure due to his role in the military

defeat of the LTTE (Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam) in

2009, has faced accusations of war crimes, making his

security concerns a focal point of the petition. [Daily

Mirror 1]

Meanwhile, his son, Namal Rajapaksa, a member of

the Sri Lanka Podujana Peramuna (SLPP), is facing legal

scrutiny in connection with the Krrish Group deal. The

Colombo High Court has summoned him to appear on

February 18 regarding alleged financial irregularities

tied to the Indian real estate group, which had

promised substantial investments in Sri Lanka. The

case involves allegations of kickbacks and

mismanagement, with Namal Rajapaksa facing

multiple corruption-related claims, which he has

denied. [Daily Mirror 2]

In a separate matter, Namal Rajapaksa has called for

an investigation into USAID-funded projects in Sri

Lanka. He has raised concerns about the transparency

and proper use of these funds, citing reports alleging

that some USAID funds have been misused to create

instability in other countries. Namal has asked the

government to provide a detailed report to Parliament

on the utilization of these funds, which have reportedly

benefited over 100 NGOs, politicians, and media

figures in Sri Lanka. [Daily Mirror 3]

Adding to the controversy surrounding foreign NGOs,

Namal Rajapaksa has proposed the formation of a

Parliamentary Select Committee (PSC) to investigate

both registered and unregistered NGOs operating in

the country. His proposal stems from concerns about

NGOs receiving undisclosed foreign funding and

operating without proper registration. Namal has

called for greater oversight of NGO financing,

emphasizing that many of these organizations,

claiming to address issues like war resettlement and

poverty alleviation, lack transparency regarding their

sources of funding and activities. [Daily Mirror 4]

Sri Lanka: Special sitting of Parliament

scheduled to discuss Local Authorities

Elections Bill

(lm) A special sitting of Sri Lanka’s Parliament has been

scheduled for February 14 to discuss the Supreme

Court’s ruling on the Local Authorities Elections
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(Special Provisions) Bill. This sitting, called in

accordance with Standing Order 16 following a request

from the Prime Minister, will address the Court's

decision on the petitions filed against the Bill.

Additionally, the Ministerial Consultative Committee

will meet the same day to discuss the Bill.

The Bill aims to address administrative issues arising

from the postponement, including providing a legal

framework for new nominations, including youth

representation, and rescheduling elections for specific

local authorities.

Leader of the House, Minister Bimal Rathnayake,

highlighted the importance of conducting the Local

Authorities Elections without delay, in line with the

Supreme Court’s directive. He stressed that these

elections must be held promptly. The Second Reading

debate of the Bill is set for February 17, with the

Opposition expected to submit amendments that day.

Furthermore, the Acting Secretary-General confirmed

that the President, in his capacity as the Minister of

Finance, will present the Second Reading of the

Appropriation Bill for 2025, also known as the Budget

Speech, on February 17. [Daily Mirror 1]

Earlier, Speaker Jagath Wickramaratne informed

Parliament on February 5 that the ruling from the

Supreme Court regarding the Local Authorities

Elections (Special Provisions) Bill was still pending. His

statement came after opposition lawmakers raised

concerns over the delay, as the Bill is crucial for the

rescheduling of local government elections that were

initially planned for March 9, 2023. [Daily Mirror 2]

Sri Lanka: Justice Kodagoda advocates for

Chief Integrity Officers to combat

corporate corruption

(lm) Supreme Court Justice Yasantha Kodagoda has

called for Sri Lankan corporates to appoint a 'Chief

Integrity Officer' within their organizations to promote

a culture of integrity and enforce zero tolerance for

bribery and corruption. In his remarks at the National

Chamber of Commerce of Sri Lanka (NCCSL), Kodagoda

highlighted that corruption has become deeply

ingrained in the country’s business and social culture,

and emphasized the private sector's responsibility in

fostering a corruption-free environment.

Kodagoda urged businesses, especially large

corporations, to avoid resorting to bribery in order to

secure government contracts. He also advised

corporates to refrain from offering gifts to public
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servants or elected officials for business advantages

and to not allocate funds for such purposes in their

budgets. Additionally, he cautioned against

encouraging subordinates to offer unsolicited

proposals or seek advance procurement information

from government officials.

He further suggested that appointing a Chief Integrity

Officer would be key to eradicating corrupt practices

within companies and fostering a business culture

centered on ethical conduct. [Daily Mirror]

Sri Lanka: Government to establish

Independent Prosecutor’s Office

(lm) The Ministry of Justice and National Integration

has announced plans to establish an Independent

Prosecutor’s Office, as promised in the National

People’s Power (NPP) election manifesto. An expert

committee will be appointed to begin the process,

which will include the Attorney General or two

representatives from the Attorney General’s

Department, the Secretary to the Ministry of Justice, a

senior judge with expertise in the field, and the

President of the Bar Association of Sri Lanka (BASL) or

a nominee from the BASL President.

The committee’s first task will be to draft a concept

paper for the establishment of the office, after which

public and civil consultations will be sought to further

refine the proposal. [Daily Mirror]

Sri Lanka: Debate over MP perks

intensifies amid economic constraints

(lm) Sri Lanka’s government is considering adopting

the Singaporean model of offering high remuneration

to Members of Parliament (MPs) to make politics an

attractive profession, Prime Minister Harini

Amarasuriya stated on February 7. However, she noted

that such a shift would take time and might only be

feasible in future parliamentary sessions. The

discussion arose after MP Ravi Karunanayake

proposed abolishing pensions for MPs, instead

suggesting a system similar to Singapore, Malaysia,

Thailand, and Indonesia, where high salaries are paid

to politicians. [Daily Mirror 1]

Meanwhile, in response to the country’s ongoing

economic crisis, the government has ruled out the

importation of new vehicles for ministers. Health and
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Mass Media Minister Dr. Nalinda Jayatissa confirmed

that ministers will need to arrange their own transport,

except for a government-provided vehicle strictly for

official duties. The government is also unable to

establish a vehicle pool due to financial constraints,

further reinforcing its policy of reducing perks for

officials.

These decisions reflect the National People's Power

(NPP) administration’s push to reform the country’s

political culture, prioritizing economic stability over

benefits for public officials. However, opposition

members have criticized the move, questioning the

feasibility of reducing MP perks while advocating for

higher salaries in the long term. [Daily Mirror 2]

Sri Lanka: MP Archchuna under fire for

misuse of staff salary, causes uproar in

Parliament

(lm) Jaffna District MP Ramanathan Archchuna has

sparked controversy after admitting in a YouTube

interview that he appointed his relative as a research

officer and used his salary for personal expenses.

Archchuna, who receives a monthly parliamentary

salary of LKR 56,000 (USD 190) and allowances totaling

LKR 275,000 (USD 930), stated that he had promised to

pay his relative's salary but instead kept the funds for

his own needs, including loan payments, clothing, rent,

and school fees. His relative repeatedly asked for

compensation but was refused. The revelation has

angered voters in Jaffna and Kilinochchi– located in the

Northern Province of Sri Lanka and with a

predominantly Tamil population. [Daily Mirror 1]

Meanwhile, Archchuna also created a commotion in

Parliament on February 5, when he raised a privilege

issue regarding his recent arrest in Anuradhapura for

allegedly obstructing police duties. After his arrest, he

stated that he does not intend to stay in politics for

long, claiming that he had never voted for over 30

years and only entered politics for the benefit of the

people [see AiR No. 5, February/2025, 1]. Speaker

Jagath Wickramaratne was forced to expunge

degrading remarks made by the MP, further

intensifying public scrutiny over his actions. [Daily

Mirror 2]

The Jaffna District MP has been at the center of

multiple controversies in recent months. In November

2024, he caused a stir in Parliament by occupying the

Opposition Leader's chair during the inaugural session,

later apologizing for what he called an unintentional

mistake. He was also involved in an alleged assault
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case dating back to 2021, where he was accused of

attacking a motorist following a road accident, leading

to a warrant for his arrest in late 2024. Additionally, in

December 2024, he faced criticism for demanding

preferential treatment at Jaffna Teaching Hospital,

leading to a court order restricting his access unless for

medical treatment.

Sri Lanka: Former MPs claim USD 3.9

million in compensation for mass protest-

related damages

(lm) Chief Government Whip Nalinda Jayatissa alleged

in Parliament that 43 former Members of Parliament

(MPs) have claimed a total of LKR 1.2 billion (USD 3.9

million) in compensation for damages to their houses

and property during the 2022 Aragalaya protests.

Jayatissa accused the former MPs of influencing

government officials to overestimate the damages,

securing excessive payouts. Among the highest

compensations were claims by Keheliya Rambukwella

(LKR 95.9 million), Johnston Fernando (LKR 93.4

million), and Gamini Lokuge (LKR 74.9 million).

The Aragalaya movement, a series of mass protests in

2022, led to the ousting of then-President Gotabaya

Rajapaksa. The demonstrations saw widespread

unrest, with several politicians' residences being

attacked by protestors. [Daily Mirror]

Sri Lanka: ‘Aragalaya’ activist appointed

to National Youth Services Council

(lm) Social media activist and prominent figure in the

2022 Aragalaya protest movement, Dilan Senanayake,

has been appointed as a director of the National Youth

Services Council (NYSC). The appointment was

formalized during a ceremony at the Ministry of Youth

Affairs and Sports, where Minister Sunil Kumara

Gamage handed over appointment letters to the new

board members.

Aragalaya (meaning "struggle" in Sinhala) was a mass

protest movement in Sri Lanka in 2022, driven by

public outrage over economic mismanagement,

corruption, and government inefficiency, ultimately

leading to the resignation of then-President Gotabaya

Rajapaksa. Senanayake’s selection signals a move

toward integrating youth activism into national policy-

making structures. [Daily Mirror]
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Sri Lanka: Foreign service association

criticizes political appointments in

diplomatic missions

The Sri Lanka Foreign Service Association (SLFSA) has

strongly criticized the government for appointing non-

career diplomats as heads of missions, arguing that

these political appointments undermine

professionalism and institutional integrity. The SLFSA

emphasized that Sri Lanka’s diplomatic service is a

specialized cadre trained to handle foreign relations,

and bypassing experienced Foreign Service officers

weakens the country’s international standing.

The association pointed out that these appointments

contradict the government’s 2024 election manifesto,

which pledged to appoint career diplomats based on

merit. It also expressed disappointment that despite

repeated requests, it has not been granted meetings

with the President or the Foreign Minister to address

these concerns. The SLFSA vowed to continue

advocating for a depoliticized foreign service. [Daily

Mirror]

Sri Lanka: Former minister C.B. Ratnayake

ordered to pay USD 850,000 in defamation

case

(lm) A district court has ordered former Minister C.B.

Ratnayake to pay LKR 250 million (USD 850,000) in

damages to Samagi Jana Balawegaya (SJB) MP Sujeewa

Senasinghe over defamation. Senasinghe filed the case

against Ratnayake over statements made during a

television program concerning the Central Bank bond

scam—a 2015 financial scandal involving irregularities

in government bond issuances, which resulted in

significant losses to the state. The court ruled in favor

of the SJB MP, holding Ratnayake liable for damaging

his reputation. [Daily Mirror]

Sri Lanka: 285 prisoners granted special

pardon for Independence Day

(lm) President Anura Kumara Dissanayake has granted

a special state pardon to 285 prisoners to mark Sri

Lanka’s 77th National Independence Day. Among those

released are six female inmates, with the largest

number—33 prisoners—coming from Wariyapola
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Prison. Others include 31 from Mahara Prison, 22 from

Anuradhapura Prison, and 15 from Welikada Prison.

The Prisons Department stated that the pardon

primarily applies to individuals convicted of minor

offenses and those unable to pay fines. As part of the

Independence Day observance, inmates were also

allowed special visitation privileges. [Daily Mirror]

Sri Lanka: Regular power cuts due to

power plant breakdown and aging

infrastructure

(db) Sri Lanka is currently experiencing regular power

cuts, expected to last until at least February 14, due to

a combination of infrastructure issues, a breakdown at

the Norochcholai coal power plant, and unexpected

disruptions. The Norochcholai plant, which provides

900 megawatts of electricity, has been offline since

February 9, creating a significant gap between

electricity demand and supply. The Ceylon Electricity

Board (CEB) has been struggling to manage this gap,

with many areas experiencing prolonged blackouts.

Essential services such as medical facilities and water

treatment plants were prioritized for power

restoration, but industrial sectors have faced

substantial losses, with damages estimated in the

millions of LKR. [Daily Mirror 1] [Daily Mirror 2] [Daily

Mirror 3]

In addition to the plant failure, a blackout on February

9 was also caused by a monkey interacting with a grid

transformer at the Panadura power station. Although

Energy Minister Kumara Jayakody confirmed this, some

residents and security personnel reported hearing an

explosion, casting doubt on the official explanation.

These recent disruptions, combined with long-standing

infrastructure challenges, have sparked public criticism

of the energy sector's inefficiencies. [Daily Mirror 4]

[Daily Mirror 5]

Experts attribute these power issues to outdated

systems and poor planning, with Sri Lanka’s reliance on

coal power plants exacerbating the situation. The

country’s grid has struggled to integrate renewable

energy effectively, particularly off-grid solar power,

which accounts for approximately 1000 megawatts of

consumption but remains disconnected from the main

grid. Critics argue that the CEB’s focus on coal plants

has hindered progress toward renewable energy

solutions.

To address the country’s long-term energy deficit, Sri

Lanka is exploring a potential grid connection with
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India and considering the construction of a pumped-

storage hydropower facility. [BBC] [Livemint] [The

Economic Times]

Sri Lanka: New government initiative to

ease land access for industries and

investors

(lm) The Sri Lankan government is preparing to launch

a national-level initiative aimed at streamlining the

land allocation process, which has long been a

significant challenge for businesses and foreign

investors. Deputy Minister of Industries and

Entrepreneurship Development Chathuranga

Abeysinghe acknowledged that acquiring land for new

ventures or expansions has been difficult, with

business owners often navigating complex regulatory

frameworks and political channels.

The new initiative will replace existing inefficient land

allocation systems, which have been a key impediment

to industrial development and export growth.

Abeysinghe emphasized that this initiative would

create a more efficient process for securing land,

benefiting both local businesses and foreign investors.

The government aims to reach an ambitious target of

USD 46 billion in exports within five years, and

resolving land allocation issues is seen as crucial to

achieving this goal.

In addition to land access, the government is working

with industry stakeholders to reduce manufacturing

costs, including addressing inefficiencies in tariff

policies. A common road map will be developed within

the next few months, with clear responsibilities for

each stakeholder to improve transparency and ensure

consistent industrial policies. [Daily Mirror]

Sri Lanka: Water Board debt reaches USD

54.4 million amid unpaid bills

(lm) Sri Lanka’s National Water Supply and Drainage

Board (NWSDB) announced that its debt has risen to

LKR 16 billion (USD 54.4 million) due to unpaid water

bills. The Board has been paying high interest on both

local and international loans used for water

infrastructure projects. In response, authorities have

begun disconnecting water supply for non-paying

consumers. Additionally, the NWSDB is preparing to

revise water tariffs, aligning them with electricity tariff
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adjustments, with a decision expected soon. [Daily

Mirror]

Sri Lanka: Digital infrastructure to be

upgraded through three initiatives

(db) Sri Lankan President Anura Kumara Dissanayake

announced three key initiatives on February 7 to

advance the country’s digitalization efforts. The

initiatives include introducing a digital government

payment system, expanding the President’s Fund

services to local offices, and enabling Sri Lankans

overseas to request electronic copies of important

documents like birth and marriage certificates from

embassies. [Ada Derana] [DailyNews]

Sri Lanka: Coconut Board halts 20 projects

over land use concerns

(lm) Against the larger backdrop of an ongoing coconut

production crisis, the Coconut Cultivation Board has

suspended 20 projects that planned to cut down

coconut trees and develop approximately 400 acres

(1.62 square kilometers) of land within the coconut

triangle, a key region for coconut cultivation in Sri

Lanka covering parts of the North Western, Western,

and Southern provinces. Board Chairman Dr. Sunimal

Jayakody stated that the halted projects included

garment factories, animal farms, and solar power

plants, with land requests ranging from 20 acres (0.08

square kilometers) to 90 acres (0.36 square

kilometers). [Daily Mirror]

Sri Lanka records over 300,000

pregnancies, but many face complications

(lm) In Sri Lanka, 341,745 pregnancies were recorded

in 2019, resulting in 319,010 live births, according to

the College of Community Physicians of Sri Lanka

(CCPSL). However, not all births were healthy—nearly

1,600 babies were stillborn or died after 28 weeks of

gestation, with 35 percent of these deaths linked to

congenital deformities and other fetal disorders.

The country has seen a decline in birth rates, with the

number of live births dropping from 319,000 in 2019 to

247,900 in 2023. Additionally, around 2,700 babies do

not survive until their first birthday. The majority of
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infant deaths occur within the first month, with 855

deaths within the first 28 days.

Around 4,000 to 5,000 babies are born with birth

defects annually, and 900 to 1,000 of them die before

reaching one year old. Of the babies born with

congenital defects, 30 percent have serious

abnormalities that prevent them from living a normal

life. [Daily Mirror]

Sri Lanka: Police announce major

transfers, including STF Commandant and

FCID leadership changes

(lm) Sri Lanka's National Police Commission has

approved the transfer of several senior police officials,

with changes set to take effect on February 12. Among

the notable transfers are Senior DIG Waruna

Jayasundara, the Commanding Officer of the Police

Special Task Force (STF), and Senior DIG Ajith Rohana.

Jayasundara will now oversee the Eastern Province,

while Rohana will be transferred to the North Western

Province. Other transfers include W.K. Jayalath to the

Southern Province, S.W.M. Senaratne to the Uva

Province, and U.P.A.D.K.P. Karunanayake to the Special

Security Division.

In addition, DIG D.G.S. De Silva will take over as acting

STF Commandant, replacing Jayasundara. Meanwhile,

DIG S.D. Wijesekera will be assigned to duties in

Kilinochchi and Mullaitivu. [Daily Mirror 1]

Further restructuring also includes leadership shifts

within the newly established Criminal Investigation and

Financial Crimes Investigation Division (FCID). Senior

DIG K.V.D.A.J. Karavita will take charge of the FCID,

transitioning from his role overseeing Community

Police, Tourism, and Investment. DIG M.D.P. Dayaratne

will be transferred from Ratnapura District to head the

FCID, a division created to focus on financial crime

cases. Public Security Minister Ananda Wijepala

recently confirmed the official establishment of the

FCID, which will begin managing such cases shortly.

Moreover, DIG P. Liyanage has been appointed to

oversee the Western (Northern) Province, replacing his

role as DIG of the Western Province Traffic Division.

DIG S.M.Y. Seneviratne will take on special duties

overseeing the Ratnapura and Kegalle districts starting

February 12. [Daily Mirror 2]

https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-strfdk-l-trl/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-strfdk-l-trr/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-strfdk-l-try/


Sri Lanka: Police constable flees with

firearm, two OICs remanded over alleged

cover-up

(lm) A police constable from the Mount Lavinia Police

Station has fled to Dubai with a T-56 firearm and 30

rounds of ammunition on February 8. The officer, who

was scheduled for duty that night, failed to report for

work and did not respond to calls. Investigations

revealed that he left Sri Lanka via Katunayake Airport

the same evening. The police have alerted Interpol for

assistance in tracking and returning the constable

while efforts continue to recover the missing firearm.

[Daily Mirror 1]

In a separate incident, two police officers-in-charge

(OICs) have been remanded in connection with an

alleged cover-up involving illicit timber smuggling.

Investigations revealed that the suspects swapped a

lorry seized with illegal timber for another vehicle

before presenting it to the Narammala Magistrate.

[Daily Mirror 2]

Sri Lanka: Brigadier Waruna Gamage

appointed as new Army Media Director

Brigadier Waruna Gamage has been appointed as the

new Director of Media and Psychological Operations

for the Sri Lanka Army. Meanwhile, his predecessor,

Rohan Medagoda, who was recently promoted to

Major General, has been reassigned as the

Commandant of the Sri Lanka Military Academy. [Daily

Mirror]

Sri Lanka: Customs seizes liquid cocaine

for first time in history

(lm) Sri Lanka Customs officials have seized liquid

cocaine for the first time in the country's history. The

narcotics, valued at LKR 13 million (USD 44,200), were

found in an unaccompanied personal baggage (UPB)

shipment from the United Kingdom. Authorities also

discovered 65 grams of Kush, a high-grade cannabis

strain, valued at LKR 325,000 (USD 1,100).

Liquid cocaine, a potent stimulant often mixed with

alcohol or other liquids, can be ingested, injected, or

inhaled, making it a sophisticated smuggling method.

[Daily Mirror]
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Sri Lanka: Dengue cases surpass 5,300 as

outbreak continues

(lm) Sri Lanka has recorded 419 new dengue cases in

the first four days of February, bringing the total

number of cases in 2025 to 5,362, according to the

National Dengue Control Unit. The outbreak has also

resulted in two reported deaths. The Western Province

remains the most affected, accounting for nearly half

of the total cases (2,398), followed by the Southern

Province (667) and the Eastern Province (604). [Daily

Mirror]
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Brunei: Government introduces free

Pneumococcal vaccine for infants and

children

(ga) Brunei’s Ministry of Health (MoH) has introduced

the pneumococcal conjugate vaccine (PCV) into the

country’s Expanded Programme on Immunization,

effective February 1. This addition brings the total

number of vaccines in the program 12, targeting 12

vaccine-preventable diseases.

Provided free of charge at Maternal and Child Health

Clinics nationwide, the PCV aims to protect infants and

children from pneumococcal diseases, such as

pneumonia, meningitis, and sepsis, caused by

streptococcus pneumoniae. The vaccine will be

administered in three doses at two, four, and 12

months of age, in line with World Health Organization

(WHO) recommendations.
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A catch-up immunization program for children born

between February 2023 and January 2025 will also

commence in February 2025, with parents being

contacted by clinics to schedule vaccinations. [Borneo

Bulletin]

Brunei: 92 percent surge in international

tourist arrivals in 2024

(ga) International tourist arrivals increased by 92

percent in 2024 compared to the previous year, driven

by initiatives such as cultural and nature-based

tourism products, infrastructure improvements, and

global promotional campaigns. This was announced

during a dialogue session chaired by the Ministry of

Primary Resources and Tourism (MPRT) with 19

Legislative Council members.

The MPRT highlighted its strategic focus on enhancing

primary resource industries and tourism, addressing

economic stability challenges, and promoting

sustainable growth in agriculture, fisheries, forestry,

and tourism. [Borneo Bulletin]

Brunei: Narcotics Control Bureau foils

drug smuggling attempt

(ga) The Narcotics Control Bureau (NCB) foiled an

attempt to smuggle 3.48 kilograms of drug

methamphetamine worth BND 450,000 (USD 335,000)

during operations conducted in January and February

under Operasi Black Bull. The operations led to the

arrest of 12 individuals suspected of involvement in

drug distribution across Brunei-Muara, Tutong, and

Belait districts.

Authorities highlighted that the quantity of drugs

seized could result in the death penalty upon

conviction. The alleged ringleader of the group had

previously been arrested in 2021 and has since gained

prominence following the dismantling of a prior drug

syndicate. [Borneo Bulletin]

Cambodia: Government dismisses

allegations of infringing on freedom of

expression and assembly

(dql) The Cambodian government has rejected

accusations against local authorities of restricting
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freedom of expression and assembly made in a by the

Cambodian Human Rights and Development

Association (ADHOC).

ADHOC's report, alleged that over 90 percent of local

authorities across nearly 300 villages, 111 communes,

and 66 districts in 22 provinces violated national and

international laws, particularly citing Notification No.

2006, issued by the Ministry of Interior in November

2018. [ADHOC]

In response, the government affirmed that Cambodia

ensures freedoms of movement and expression within

the bounds of the law, including in public spaces and

on social media. He emphasized that nearly 6,000 civil

society organizations operate freely in the country.

He criticized some civil society groups for selectively

referencing legal frameworks and called for a

comprehensive understanding and application of the

law when making claims of violations. [Khmer Times]

Notification No. 2006 outlines requirements for

organizations and individuals planning to hold public

assemblies or protests, including the need to obtain

prior approval from local authorities. Is has been

criticized for potentially limiting freedoms of

expression and assembly, as it imposes restrictions on

where, when, and how gatherings can occur. The

government has defended the notification, asserting

that it is in line with maintaining public order and

national security while ensuring that activities remain

within the framework of the law.

Cambodia: Government addresses

overcrowding issue in schools

(sal) Phnom Penh Governor Khuong Sreng has

allocated funds to address the issue of overcrowded

classrooms at Toul Key Primary School in Kamboul

district, Phleung Chheh Roteh commune. Concerned

parents reported that a single classroom was holding

148 students, prompting government intervention.

The newly allocated funds will allow the school to hire

two additional contract teachers. To temporarily

alleviate the shortage, the school hired two retired

teachers for three months during the 2024–2025

academic year.

A request for two additional full-time teachers was

denied, with the authorities instead approving three

part-time teachers. In response, the governor has
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directed the school to rehire the two retired teachers

on a temporary basis. [The Phnom Penh Post]

Cambodia: National grid reaches 99.15 of

villages

(sal) At the Ministry of Mines and Energy's annual

meeting in early February, Yim Piseth, acting as the

chairman of the Electricity Authority, reported that

electricity coverage in Cambodia has been steadily

expanding, now reaching over 14,000 out of 14,153

villages. Efforts are underway to provide electricity to

105 more villages, although 15 remain inaccessible due

to a lack of roads.

Piseth also stated that 51 more cities would receive

additional electricity within the next two years.

Meanwhile, the government has refined its energy

policy, aiming to maintain affordable energy, expand

clean energy sources, enhance the quality and stability

of electricity, and ensure equitable access for rural

areas. [The Phnom Penh Post]

Cambodia: International trade increased

by 25 percent in January

(sal) Cambodia’s international trade reached USD 5.057

billion in January 2025, marking a 25 percent increase

compared to USD 4.057 billion in the same month of

2024. Of the total trade value, 45 percent came from

exports, contributing significantly to the country's

economic momentum.

The trade deficit also saw a sharp decline, dropping

from USD 444.21 million in January 2024 to USD 123.09

million in January 2025, signaling stronger export

performance. [The Phnom Penh Post]

Cambodia: 177 Vietnamese involved in

online scams deported

(sal) Cambodian authorities have deported 177

Vietnamese nationals, including 158 men and 19

women, for illegal entry and involvement in online

scams. The group had unlawfully crossed the Bavet-

Moc Bai border and lacked official permission to stay in

Cambodia, according to Sok Somnea, Deputy Director

General of the General Department of Immigration.
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Of those deported, 176 individuals were linked to

online gambling, romance scams, and fraudulent

investment schemes operated by a Cambodia-based

company in Svay Rieng province. Authorities also

identified one person as a broker facilitating illegal

activities.

Additionally, two of the deportees were already

suspects in Ho Chi Minh City, facing allegations of

sexual offenses involving a minor under the age of 16.

The Cambodian government has blacklisted the

deportees, barring them from re-entering the country

for the next three to five years. [The Phnom Penh Post]

Indonesia: Restrictions on social media

use for children clarified

(gk) While attending a working meeting with legislators

from Commission I of the House of Representatives,

which oversees media regulations, and communication

policies, Communications and Digital Affairs Minister

Meutya Hafid clarified that the government will only

restrict internet access for children, rather than

imposing a complete ban.

Minister Hafid added that her ministry is working on a

regulation to prevent children under 16 years old from

creating and using social media accounts

independently, without parental supervision. She

emphasized that it would be nearly impossible for the

government to monitor parents who allow their

children to use their phones. Therefore, the goal is to

regulate as much as possible, with clear and

measurable indicators. She also highlighted that

sanctions would be imposed on social media platforms

that allow children to create and manage their own

accounts.

Minister Hafid’s clarifications align with a broader

international movement to regulate social media

access among minors. For instance, in November 2024,

Australia enacted the Online Safety Amendment (social

media minimum age) Act, prohibiting individuals under

16 from using social media platforms. These initiatives

reflect a growing global concern over the impact of

digital platforms on youth mental health and well-

being. [Antara] [The Pinnacle Gazette]

Indonesia: Senior finance ministry official

detained as suspect in major corruption
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case

(gk) The Attorney General’s Office of Indonesia has

named Isa Rachmatarwata, the Director General (DG)

of Budget at the Ministry of Finance, as a suspect in a

corruption case related to the financial management of

the State Insurance Company Asuransi Jiwasraya. He

has been detained at Salemba Detention Center in

Central Jakarta.

The allegations concern Isa's tenure as Head of

Insurance at the Capital Market and Financial

Institution Supervisory Agency from 2006 to 2012. He

is accused of causing substantial financial losses to the

state by contributing to irregularities in Jiwasraya's

financial recovery and investment programs during

this period. Investigations suggest that Isa’s alleged

actions led to state losses totaling USD 1 billion.

The Jiwasraya case is regarded as one of Indonesia's

most significant financial scandals. The company faced

severe financial difficulties due to mismanagement and

fraudulent investment practices, particularly involving

its "Saving Plan" program.

Investigations revealed that Jiwasraya invested in high-

risk stocks using dubious methods, resulting in

massive losses. Isa Rachmatarwata's involvement adds

a new dimension to the case, underscoring potential

regulatory failures and oversight lapses within financial

supervisory bodies during that period. [Jakarta Globe]

[Jakarta Post]

Indonesia: President Prabowo launches

free health screening program

(aar) President Prabowo Subianto’s free health

screening program was officially launched on February

10, aiming to match the standards of developed

countries like the US, Canada, and Europe. The

initiative emphasizes early detection to prevent major

health risks and promotes a shift from curative to

preventive healthcare.

 The program, part of the government’s Asta Cita

mission, seeks to improve public health as a step

toward achieving Golden Indonesia 2045. It is being

implemented in stages for equitable access to 280

million Indonesians, with services provided by

dedicated medical personnel at community health

centers.

Designed to benefit vulnerable groups like toddlers

and the elderly, the program aligns with the
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government’s vision of enhancing human resource

quality by strengthening healthcare access for all.

[Antara] [Antara]

Indonesia: Minister asserts nuclear

energy only serves energy self-sufficiency,

not weapons production

(gk/dql) Minister of National Development Planning

(Bappenas) Rachmat Pambudy reaffirmed in a

statement on February 8 that the government is

developing nuclear energy to support energy self-

sufficiency, with no intention of using it for weapons or

offensive expansion.

Minister Pambudy urged his team to strategize and

develop a comprehensive plan for building nuclear

power plants for the benefit of the Indonesian people.

He highlighted several strategic advantages of nuclear

power plants, including their ability to operate

continuously and their efficient use of land.

He also noted that nuclear power plants utilizing Small

Modular Reactor (SMR) technology provide a strategic

solution for meeting the nation's future energy

demands. [Antara 1]

In a separate statement, Bappenas Deputy Minister

Febrian Alphyanto Ruddyard announced that a

working group to address institutional issues related to

the development of nuclear power plants is being

formed.

The group will be tasked with forming a strong,

independent nuclear power plant acceleration team,

reforming nuclear energy regulations, and creating a

nuclear energy implementing agency. [Antara 2]

Indonesia: Renewable energy to be

boosted in electricity supply plan

(dql) Deputy State-Owned Enterprise Minister Kartika

Wirjoatmodjo has announced that Indonesia is working

to boost its renewable energy share in the electricity

supply plan for the next decade, focusing on solar,

hydro, and geothermal capacity. He made this

statement during a business forum in Jakarta

The new plan, which will replace the 2021-2030 RUPTL

(Rencana Umum Penyediaan Tenaga Listrik, General

Plan for Electricity Supply), aims to add 71 gigawatts of
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new capacity, with 70 percent coming from renewable

sources, raising the renewable energy share from

around 12 percent to 35 percent by 2034.

The plan includes 17 GW of solar power, 16 GW of

hydro power, and 5 GW of geothermal power, along

with other renewable sources such as wind and

bioenergy. However, 5 GW of new coal capacity is still

planned, mainly to complete existing projects, and 15

GW of gas power will be added, particularly to support

the base load in Java.

Since 2022, Indonesia has banned new coal power

plant development, except for those already in

progress or tied to the natural resources processing

industry, provided they include emission reduction

plans. [Reuters]

Indonesia: 3-kg LPG cylinder distribution

to be strictly monitored by government

(gk) Coordinating Minister for Political and Security

Affairs, Budi Gunawan, announced that the

government will closely monitor the distribution of 3-

kilogram LPG cylinders at both the central and retail

levels. This measure aims to ensure an adequate

supply for consumers and regulate the price of

cylinders.

He further stated that the government would continue

to disseminate information regarding the prohibition

of hoarding LPG cylinders and selling them at inflated

prices. Any attempts to hoard could result in legal

action. He also called for community participation in

monitoring and reporting any signs of hoarding.

[Antara 1]

Budi’s statements come amid consumer complaints

about rising costs and the insufficient availability of

LPG cylinders, following changes to the distribution

system introduced by the Ministry of Energy and

Mineral Resources. To manage and control subsidies

more effectively, the ministry modified the distribution

process, restricting retailers from selling cylinders, a

responsibility now limited to designated distributors.

However, this change resulted in long waiting times,

inconveniences, and price increases. [Antara 2]

Indonesia: Economy marks slowest

growth in three years
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(dql/gk) According to official data, Indonesia’s economy

grew 5.03% in 2024. This is similar to the previous year

and in line with expectations. However, the figure

marke the slowest pace in three years. This steady

growth, which has remained around 5 percent since

the COVID-19 pandemic, is still short of President

Prabowo Subianto's 8 percent target for his term

through 2029. In 2023, growth was 5.05 percent.

Positive growth drivers included the central bank’s 50-

basis-point rate cuts since September and government

measures like property tax cuts and a higher minimum

wage. Economic growth in 2024 was supported by

political campaign spending and rising investment,

which offset shrinking net exports. Investment grew by

4.61 percent year-on-year, the highest in six years.

However, global trade tensions and business

uncertainty remain challenges, with Bank Indonesia

(BI), the country’s central bank, downgrading its 2025

growth forecast to 4.7percent to 5.5 percent. Weaker

demand for durable goods, like cars, suggests more

rate cuts may be necessary, potentially boosting

growth to 5.1 percent in 2025 if BI’s easing is more

aggressive.

Additionally, Prabowo’s free meals program is

expected to stimulate growth in the food and

transportation sectors, with Maybank Indonesia

economist Myrdal Gunarto forecasting a 5.15 percent

GDP growth in 2025. [Reuters]

Investment targets exceeded in 2024

Meanwhile, Minister of Investment and Downstream

Industries Rosan Roeslani to President Prabowo

Subianto reported that Indonesia’s investment

realization throughout 2024 exceeded the targets that

had been set.

Foreign investment slightly surpassed domestic

investments, accounting for 52.5 percent of the total,

compared to 47.5 percent for domestic investments.

Singapore was the top investor, contributing USD 20.1

billion, followed by Hong Kong (USD 8.2 billion), China

(USD 8.1 billion), Malaysia (USD 4.2 billion), and the

United States (USD 3.7 billion).

The report also highlighted investments in

downstream industries. Of the total national

investment, 23.8 percent came from downstream

sectors. Within this category, the minerals sector was

the largest contributor, followed by the forestry sector

(USD 3.9 billion), the palm oil and paper industry (USD

4.12 billion), oil and gas petrochemicals (USD 1.42

billion), and electric vehicle batteries (USD 0.52 billion).
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Roeslani further stated that these high levels of

investment have significantly contributed to job

creation, with approximately 2,456,130 jobs created in

2024, a 3.4 percent increase compared to the previous

year. He also announced the new investment targets

for the next five years: USD 117.05 billion in 2025, USD

133.65 billion in 2026, USD 157.71 billion in 2027, USD

182.39 billion in 2028 (with 7.7 percent economic

growth), and USD 209.76 billion in 2029 (with 8 percent

economic growth). [President of the Republic of

Indonesia, in Indonesian]

Indonesia: Government reaffirms

commitment to providing housing for low-

income communities

(gk) In a coordination meeting between the Housing

and Residential Areas Ministry and Ministry of National

Development Planning (Bappenas), a commitment to

achieving a target of constructing 3 million homes

during 2025-2045 was reaffirmed by both ministries.

Minister of Bappenas Rachmat Pambudy highlighted

that the provision of housing is a collective

responsibility, and requires synergy between the

central and local governments, private sector and the

community. He hoped that the 3 million housing

program would have a tangible impact on improving

people’s wellbeing and accelerate the achievement of

the nation’s sustainable development goals.

The target comprises 2 million units in rural areas and

1 million units in urban areas. The government aims to

utilize data from the Social and Economic Registration

and develop a housing queue system to ensure that

beneficiaries are accurately targeted.

The program is projected to have a significant impact

on national economic growth. With an investment

value reaching IDR 412.50 trillion (approximately USD

25.16 billion), the program is expected to boost

economic growth by up to 1.68 percent and create

employment opportunities for 380,000 people.

[Ministry of National Development Planning

(Bappenas)]

Indonesia: 14 apprehended in connection

with counterfeit currency syndicate

(lp) The Banten Regional Police apprehended 14

individuals for allegedly engaging in money
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counterfeiting activities across West Java and Banten

provinces, as announced on February 6 by Grand

Commissioner Dian Setyawan, Director of General

Criminal Investigation for the National Police.

During the investigation, counterfeit rupiah notes, US

dollar bills, and Brazilian real bills were seized. [Antara

News]

Indonesia: National Search and Rescue

Agency reports delay in equipment

acquisition

(lp) Lasarus, the Chairman of Commission V of the

House of Representatives, which oversees

infrastructure and transportation, declared that the

proposed budget for the Indonesian National Search

and Rescue Agency (BASARNAS) in 2025 is IDR 1 trillion

(approximately USD 59 million), a decrease from the

previous year's budget of IDR 1.4 trillion (USD 83

million).

Following a working discussion with Commission V,

Kusworo, the head of BASARNAS, announced that the

agency would refrain from acquiring drones and

Remote Operated Vehicles (ROVs) this year due to

budget cuts.

Kusworo explained that this budget reduction would

also delay the planned acquisition of additional

equipment, including SAR drones and long-range radar

SAR systems, which are crucial for enhancing search

and rescue operations for disaster and transportation

accident victims.

Furthermore, he emphasized that the agency would

maintain operational efficiency in serving the

community, despite the absence of essential

equipment for search and rescue missions during

emergencies and disasters. To mitigate the impact,

BASARNAS will implement alternative strategic

programs, including technical guidance for volunteers,

assessments of search and rescue capabilities in

disaster-prone areas, operational preparedness

initiatives, and the maintenance of current equipment

such as vessels and training facilities. [Antara News]

Indonesia: Navy explores non-combat

aircraft carrier acquisition
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(lp) Admiral Muhammad Ali, the Chief of Staff of the

Indonesian Navy, announced that his office is

considering the acquisition of a non-combat aircraft

carrier.

During a news conference at the TNI-AL headquarters

in East Jakarta on January 6, he revealed that his office

had proposed the acquisition of various types of

defense equipment to the Ministry of Defense. These

included two frigate-class offshore patrol vessels from

Italy and six rapid missile-equipped boats from Turkey.

Ali emphasized that Indonesia's vast network of rivers

made it essential for the Indonesian naval forces,

currently based at Balikpapan Naval Base in East

Kalimantan, to have additional patrol boats suited to

the country’s unique geographical features. He cited

the example of two 18-meter patrol vessels provided

by Japan, which were approved by Commission I of the

House of Representatives on February 4 and will be

stationed in Balikpapan. [Antara News]

Laos: Implementing new measures to

boost Kip

(tas) Laos is set to implement new regulations aimed at

strengthening the Lao kip and reducing dependence

on foreign currencies, as announced by the Bank of

Laos (BOL). The measures will focus on managing

currency deposits, regulating foreign currency use, and

overseeing international money transfers.

Chanthevivanh Keobounphanh, Deputy Director of

BOL’s Foreign Exchange Management Department,

emphasized the importance of financial discipline and

collective responsibility in stabilizing the economy.

The initiative includes promoting the slogan “In Laos,

use only the kip” and mandating currency exchanges

through authorized banks. These efforts align with the

2022 Law on Foreign Exchange Management, with over

20 supporting documents prepared to enhance

implementation. [Laotian Times]

Laos: Senior state inspector urges stricter

anti-corruption measures

(tas) A senior state inspector has called for more

stringent measures to combat corruption following

reports of significant financial losses in 2024, totaling

over LAK 662 billion (USD 36.78 million).
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At the 2024 National Inspection meeting on February 3

authorities revealed that 208 individuals were

implicated in corruption, with 40 prosecuted, 39

detained, and 168 disciplined. Corruption-related

losses amounted to LAK 115 billion (USD 6.39), along

with foreign currencies, though some funds have been

recovered.

Khamphan Phommathat, President of the State

Inspection Authority, urged stricter oversight of state

resources, including land, minerals, and natural assets,

and called for enhanced law enforcement. Authorities

also conducted audits on 43 major government

projects and reviewed thousands of public complaints,

committing to stronger anti-corruption efforts,

improved financial oversight, and addressing systemic

issues within state agencies. [Vientiane Times]

Malaysia: Ahmad Zahid rejects calls for

Malaysian Chinese Association's removal

from Barisan Nasional

(ga) Barisan Nasional (BN) chairman Ahmad Zahid

Hamidi has dismissed recent suggestions to remove

the Malaysian Chinese Association (MCA) from the

coalition, calling such proposals "daydreaming."

Ahmad Zahid emphasized that there has been no

discussion within BN about expelling any of its

component parties. He reaffirmed BN's commitment

to maintaining strong unity among its members,

including MCA, and rejected the claims made by those

advocating for its removal. [Bernama]

United Malays National Organisation (UMNO) Supreme

Council members Abdul Rahman Dahlan and Puad

Zarkashi have dismissed claims and clarified that no

party, including MCA’s political rival DAP, has called for

the expulsion of these two parties. Rahman

emphasized that as founding members of BN, MCA

and MIC are integral to the coalition. [UMNO Malaysia

1]

This follows statements by MCA president Wee Ka

Siong, who revealed that "outsiders" had suggested

UMNO consider removing MCA from the coalition.

[UMNO Malaysia 2]

BN is part of Malaysia's ruling coalition. After the 2022

general election, BN, despite securing fewer seats than

the Pakatan Harapan (PH) and Perikatan Nasional (PN)

coalitions, chose to support PH, enabling the formation

of a unity government. UMNO is the largest party
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within BN, traditionally representing the Malay-Muslim

majority.

Malaysia: Criticism of country’s ASEAN

Chairmanship dismissed

(ga) Malaysia’s 2025 ASEAN chairmanship faces early

criticism, notably from political scientist and expert on

Southeast Asian politics Bridget Welsh via The Jakarta

Post, over its focus on Prime Minister Anwar Ibrahim

and a lack of clear priorities. Concerns include Anwar’s

appointment of Thaksin Shinawatra as an ASEAN

adviser, vague commitments in the first foreign

ministers’ meeting, and the absence of a concrete

roadmap.  

Welsh highlights key challenges such as economic

threats, transnational crime, and the Myanmar crisis,

where Malaysia’s approach is seen as inadequate.

While sustainability initiatives offer potential, she urges

clearer priorities and decisive action. [The Jakarta Post]

Responding to the critics, Wong Chun Wai, chairman of

state-run Malaysian National News Agency (BERNAMA),

argued that it is premature to judge Malaysia’s

leadership, given that over 300 ASEAN meetings are

scheduled throughout the year. He highlights

Malaysia’s past chairmanships, its role in managing

regional security issues, diplomatic engagements with

major global powers, and commitment to regional

stability.

Wong Chun Wai also defended the inclusion of former

Thai Prime Minister Thaksin Shinawatra as an informal

ASEAN adviser, citing his regional expertise.

Additionally, Malaysia is set to host a landmark ASEAN-

GCC-China Summit in May, reflecting its commitment

to strengthening global partnerships.

He further mentioned Anwar’s leadership as an asset,

with emphasis on economic reforms and strategic

diplomacy to reinforce ASEAN’s global relevance.

[Bernama]

Furthermore, two Members of Parliament (MPs) from

the ruling Pakatan Harapan (PH) coalition, Tan Hong

Pin and Lee Chean Chung, have criticized the opinion

piece for being premature in assessing Malaysia's

ASEAN chairmanship.

Tan argued that Malaysia had demonstrated proactive

leadership despite only recently assuming the role. He

also highlighted initiatives to bolster economic ties,

such as the agreement with Singapore to establish a
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special economic zone in Johor. Lee defended

Thaksin's appointment as a strategic decision, given his

experience in regional politics.

Both MPs emphasized the importance of evaluating

Malaysia's leadership over the full term rather than

making early judgments. They stressed the

foundational steps already taken to strengthen

regional cooperation and address pressing issues.

[Free Malaysia Today]

Malaysia: Task force formed to develop

scope for MADANI mediation center

(ga) A task force has been formed to define the scope

and framework for the proposed MADANI Mediation

Centre, according to the Legal Affairs Division (BHEUU)

of the Prime Minister’s Department. The task force

includes prominent legal experts in the country.

The group is tasked with determining the center’s

jurisdiction, outlining eligible case types, and

establishing guidelines to standardize mediation

services across Malaysia. Stakeholder engagement will

be conducted to gather insights and

recommendations.

BHEUU emphasized that mediation is an effective,

cost-efficient dispute resolution method that alleviates

court burdens by facilitating negotiation through

neutral mediators. However, challenges such as limited

public awareness, uncoordinated service providers,

and insufficient mediator training persist.

The MADANI Mediation Centre aims to address these

gaps, streamline services, and promote equitable

access to justice while advancing the government's

goal of strengthening out-of-court dispute resolution

mechanisms. [Bernama]

MADANI (Civilized) is a policy framework and

government slogan under Prime Minister Anwar

Ibrahim that focuses on good governance, sustainable

development, and racial harmony.

Malaysia: Government eyes new law to

address plastic waste pollution

(dql) Natural Resources and Environmental

Sustainability Minister Nik Nazmi Nik Ahmad has

announced that the Malaysian government is

considering national legislation to address plastic
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waste pollution, as current regulations are limited to

local authorities and lack a comprehensive framework.

The issue will also be a key topic during Malaysia’s

2025 ASEAN chairmanship, as plastic waste pollution

affects the region, particularly Indonesia and the

Philippines, which have faced increased imports of

plastic waste since China tightened its regulations in

2018. [Malay Mail]

Malaysia: Government files motion for

leave to appeal to federal court in Najib's

case

(ga) The Attorney General’s Chambers (AGC) has filed a

notice of motion seeking leave to appeal to the Federal

Court regarding the Court of Appeal’s ruling in the case

involving former Prime Minister Najib Razak. The AGC

seeks clarity on conflicting interpretations of the law

and discrepancies between the High Court and Court

of Appeal rulings, with the case raising significant

constitutional issues. [New Straits Times] [Bernama]

This motion follows the January 6 decision by the Court

of Appeal, where a 2-1 majority remitted the case

concerning additional documents, which allegedly

allowing Najib to serve part of his prison sentence

under house arrest, back to the High Court for

consideration. [Malay Mail]

In 2020, former Prime Minister Najib Razak was

convicted on charges of abuse of power, criminal

breach of trust, and money laundering related. He

received a 12-year prison sentence and a MYR 210

million (USD 46.2 million) fine. However, in February

2024, the Pardons Board reduced Najib's prison term

by half and lowered the fine to MYR 50 million (USD 11

million), leading to public criticism and concerns over

judicial transparency (see AiR No. 6, February/2024, 1).

[The Edge Malaysia 1] [The Edge Malaysia 2]

Malaysia: Health ministry conducts

preliminary study on AI for health

screening and diagnostics

(ga) The Ministry of Health (MoH) is conducting a

preliminary study on the use of artificial intelligence

(AI) in health screening and diagnostics, focusing on its

potential to enhance early detection and reduce long-

term treatment costs.
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A 2022 assessment by the Malaysian Health

Technology Assessment Section (MaHTAS) revealed AI-

assisted chest X-rays improved detection rates among

radiology trainees by 15.5 percent. In mammogram

screenings for breast cancer, AI increased sensitivity

from 86.5 percent to 88 percent and reduced

unnecessary biopsies, according to a 2024 study.

To expand AI applications, the MoH, through the

National Institutes of Health (NIH), is conducting pilot

research at Cyberjaya, Kajang, and Putrajaya hospitals,

encouraging public and private sector collaboration in

AI-related research. [Bernama]

Malaysia: First ammunition factory to

fully operate in March

(ga) The first highly automated ammunition factory in

Malaysia, operated by Ketech Asia company, will

become fully operational next month in Pahang.

Capable of producing 60 million rounds annually, the

factory aims to support the domestic and international

market, with interest already shown by Brunei,

Singapore, Cambodia, and several Middle Eastern

countries.

Officiating the opening ceremony, the Sultan of Pahang

highlighted the factory's potential to bolster the

economy and create job opportunities for locals. The

facility currently employs over 100 workers and plans

to double its workforce once it operates around the

clock in 2026.

Ketech Asia Operations General Manager Maharis

Abdul Wahab revealed that production for the local

market is expected to start by mid-2025. The factory's

establishment also aims to enhance Malaysia's

industrial profile internationally while attracting further

investments in Pahang. [Bernama] [Free Malaysia

Today]

Malaysia: Police investigate protest and

hunger strike over Sosma detainees

(dql) Police have launched an investigation into a

gathering and hunger strike held outside a Prison by

involving 40 to 50 individuals, including family

members of detainees under the Security Offences

(Special Measures) Act 2012 (Sosma).

Initial intelligence suggests the protest was organized

to demand Sosma’s abolition. Media reports indicate
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the hunger strike began after visitation requests were

denied, with protesters calling for Sosma’s repeal.

[Malay Mail]

Malaysia: Anti-corruption body detains six

over bribery suspicions involving

government projects

(ga) The Malaysian Anti-Corruption Commission

(MACC) has arrested six individuals, including a civil

engineer and three company owners, on suspicion of

bribery linked to monopolizing government projects

across two districts in Sarawak. The suspects were

detained in a special operation conducted on February

4.

Investigations indicate that the monopoly has been

active since 2006, with contractors allegedly allowing

their licenses to be used in exchange for up to 10

percent of project value. The civil engineer is believed

to have received payments for facilitating project

acquisitions. [Bernama]

Myanmar: NUG Ministry of Defense

Secretary resigns

(hw) National Unity Government (NUG) Ministry of

Defense Secretary Naing Htoo Aung has announced his

resignation from positions and responsibilities within

the NUG’s Ministry of Defense. He stated that while he

was stepping down from the NUG, he remained

committed to the revolution. He added that his

conscience was clear regarding his actions during his

tenure as secretary. [NUG, X]

A source close to the NUG suggested that Naing Htoo

Aung’s resignation was driven by factors more complex

than health concerns or an inability to fulfill his duties.

Furthermore, he continues to hold other positions

aside from the one he resigned from.

Meanwhile, a few days prior to his resignation, local

armed forces affiliated with the NUG’s Ministry of

Defense abruptly withdrew from the NUG’s command.

[Myanmar Pressphoto Agency, in Burmese]

Myanmar: International NGO condemns

junta's human rights violations on UN

Human Rights Council session
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(anl) On February 4, Human Rights Now (HRN)

condemned the Myanmar military junta’s ongoing

human rights violations at the 58th session of the

Human Rights Council. Established in 2006, HRN is a

Tokyo-based international human rights non-

governmental organization (NGO) holding UN special

consultative status.

Against the backdrop of the fourth anniversary of the

coup, HRN highlighted the worsening humanitarian

crisis, with indiscriminate airstrikes on civilian areas,

targeted attacks on ethnic groups, widespread food

insecurity, and the collapse of public and health

services. 

More than 6,000 civilian deaths have been reported,

while millions face starvation and severe health risks

due to mass displacement. In Rakhine State alone, two

million people are at risk of starvation, according to

HRN.

HRN further stated that nearly half the population now

lives in poverty, struggling to access basic necessities

such as food, healthcare, and education, with over 3.5

million people displaced by conflict and economic

collapse. 

Since the coup, over 28,000 people have been

arbitrarily detained, with more than 21,000 still held in

dire prison conditions. Reports indicate over 2,000

custodial deaths, many due to torture or denial of

medical care. Detainees face overcrowding, unsanitary

conditions, and rampant abuse, including sexual

violence and torture, used to extract confessions or as

punishment.  HRN urged the international community

to demand accountability and cut all business ties that

support the military’s war efforts. It called for

sanctions, a weapons and fuel embargo, increased

humanitarian aid, and stricter human rights due

diligence for companies linked to Myanmar. [HRN ]

[Mizzima]

Myanmar: NGO warns USAID funding

freeze jeopardizes human rights and

democracy

(anl) Human Rights Myanmar (HRM), a non-

governmental organization, has raised concerns about

the U.S. government's decision to halt USAID funding

and projects, affecting human rights, democracy

promotion, and independent media in Myanmar. The

freeze suspends USD 39.5 million in committed funds

over the next three years, with no clear timeline for

reinstatement.
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USAID had allocated USD 8 million for seven human

rights initiatives, USD 30 million for nine democracy-

promotion projects, and USD 1 million for two

independent media programs. These funds are crucial

for organizations resisting military rule and advancing

democracy, aligning with U.S. interests by promoting

American values and countering China’s authoritarian

influence, HRM warned.

The NGO highlighted that the freeze has also halted

USD 110 million for humanitarian aid, agriculture,

health, and education, affecting both ongoing and

planned projects for 2025. [Mizzima]

Myanmar: Junta shuts down seven

hospitals in Mandalay

(hw) Myanmar’s military junta has ordered seven

hospitals in Mandalay to shut down due to reports that

they had hired doctors who participated in the Civil

Disobedience Movement (CDM). The affected hospitals

include the well-known Pan Hlaing Hospital and

London Hospital. The latter has been occasionally

raided following reports of employing CDM

participants and treating patients injured during anti-

military protests. The order came a week after junta

forces conducted raids on various hospitals in

Mandalay.

The hospitals were reportedly shut down recently, and

it remains unclear when they will be allowed to resume

operations. In January 2023, the junta shut down five

hospitals for hiring CDM participants, only permitting

them to reopen five months later. [People’s Spring, in

Burmese]

Myanmar: Aung San Suu Kyi’s house

auctioned for third time

(hw) Aung San Suu Kyi’s house, No. (54) University

Avenue, was auctioned for the third time on February

5, with the starting price of USD 74 million. However,

the auction ended without any buyer. The auctioneer

had to present documents relating to the township

court in which the house is located on February 6.

The first and second auctions were held in March and

August last year, with the starting prices of USD 78

million and USD 75 million respectively. The house is

currently the site of inheritance dispute between Aung

San Suu Kyi and her brother, Aung San Oo. Lawyers
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representing both sides said they would continue their

actions according to the legal framework.

Aung San Suu Kyi’s lawyers had also objected to the

auction as it was initiated without any knowledge of

Aung San Suu Kyi. [Radio Free Asia, in Burmese]

Myanmar: Junta announces new

agriculture university

(nf) Amid heightened military tensions and ongoing

fighting across much of Myanmar, the military junta

announced plans to establish a new agriculture and

livestock university in the Ayeyarwady Region for the

next academic year. This move coincides with the

relocation of the Defence Services Academy (DSA) and

the Defence Services Technological Academy (DSTA)

from Pyin Oo Lwin to Yezin, near Naypyidaw, close to

the University of Veterinary Science, the University of

Forestry, and Yezin Agricultural University.

Although rumors had circulated about a potential

relocation of Yezin Agricultural University, the

institution issued a statement confirming its intention

to expand its agricultural and animal studies programs

rather than relocate.

These educational developments come amid escalating

fighting between junta troops and resistance forces,

including the Ta'ang National Liberation Army (TNLA)

and the Mandalay People's Defence Force (MDY-PDF),

near Pyin Oo Lwin. Military experts suggest that Pyin

Oo Lwin may hold strategic significance in the push

toward Mandalay. Meanwhile, Ayeyarwady Region has

seen increased violence since December 2024, with

clashes between Arakan Army-led resistance forces

and junta troops in Pathein District. [Mizzima]

Myanmar: Anti-Regime forces capture key

territories, target seizure of Rakhine

capital

(nf/hw/anl) Recent fighting in Myanmar has seen

significant advances by anti-regime forces, particularly

the Arakan Army (AA), which has captured key

territories in Rakhine State and is intensifying its

assault on the capital, Sittwe. In addition to the AA’s

military actions, the junta has carried out airstrikes in

areas controlled by ethnic armed groups, while junta-

controlled militias have been cracking down on

individuals linked to scam operations.
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Resistance forces capture key military base

In December, anti-regime groups of Myanmar's

military secured major advances, freeing six townships

and taking the Western Military Command base in

Rakhine State, according to Myanmar-based non-

governmental research organization Nyan Lynn Thit

Analytica. The Arakan Army (AA) took four townships—

Maungdaw, Ann, Gwa, and Taungup—and took

hundreds of junta troops, comprising top officers, in

the second regional command base to be seized since

the 2021 coup.

The AA now controls 14 out of Rakhine State's 17

townships and is driving its assault on the capital,

Sittwe, while opening operations into Magwe, Bago,

and Ayeyarwady regions. Most of the regime's

ordnance factories are located in these regions, and

they are a key to its military capability.

Aided by the AA, the Chin Brotherhood group – a

military and political alliance formed in December 2023

by several ethnic armed organizations in Myanmar –

captured Mindat and Kanpetlet townships in southern

Chin State.

Nationwide clashes in December, with the exception of

Ayeyarwady Region and Naypyidaw, were witnessed.

The fighting has killed 1,437 soldiers of the regime, 42

members of the resistance, and 34 civilians, while 173

civilians were killed in junta air raids and shelling.

Nearly 2,000 civilians were arrested during the month,

indicating escalating violence and turmoil in Myanmar.

[Irrawaddy 1]

Arakan Army shells Rakhine capital

(hw) The Arakan Army (AA) began shelling Sittwe, the

capital of Rakhine State, on February 7, according to

local sources. A contact close to the AA stated that the

bombardment is part of its plan to capture Sittwe, a

key objective in its broader military strategy.

Local media reported that the AA is targeting about

half a dozen military outposts and police stations in

the region. The AA has not yet provided an explanation

for the shelling, while an internet outage in Rakhine

State has made it difficult to verify information about

the situation.

The AA also imposed a siege on Sittwe in late January

2025, prompting the military to respond with artillery

strikes on AA-held territory.

As a result of the recent shelling, approximately 1,000

residents of Sittwe have fled to safer areas. Of the 17
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townships in Rakhine State, 14 are currently under AA

control. Meanwhile, the military has been reinforcing

its defenses in Sittwe in preparation for an expected

AA offensive. [Development Media Group, in Burmese]

[Radio Free Asia, in Burmese]

Junta airstrike on Mogoke kills five

(anl) On February 10, the Myanmar junta launched a

deadly airstrike near a ruby mine in Mandalay’s

Mogoke Township, an area controlled by the Ta’ang

National Liberation Army (TNLA). A Mogoke resident

reported that the military dropped 20 bombs in the

western part of the township, killing at least five

civilians and injuring 19 others. 

According to a TNLA statement, all five fatalities were

men, while the injured included 14 men and five

women. The ethnic armed group warned civilians in its

controlled areas to remain vigilant and take

precautions against junta airstrikes. 

Since the beginning of 2025, the junta has carried out

multiple airstrikes in TNLA-controlled areas of

northern Shan State. In January alone, these attacks

killed at least 13 civilians and severely injured 26

others. [Irrawaddy 2]

Militias under junta's control arrest scam industry-related

individuals

(hw) According to state-controlled media, militias

under the junta’s command arrested 81 individuals

linked to scam operations during a three-day raid in

Mongyai, a town in Shan State, eastern Myanmar. The

raid led to clashes between militias and security

personnel from the scam businesses, resulting in two

deaths.

The arrested individuals include 29 Chinese nationals,

34 Myanmar nationals, and 18 Vietnamese nationals.

Both the security personnel and those involved in the

scam operations were found wearing uniforms and

sporting short haircuts. Confiscated equipment

included phones, computers, gambling machines, and

two Starlink devices.

The junta announced that the Myanmar nationals will

face prosecution, while the foreign nationals will be

handed over to their respective governments in an

effort to improve bilateral relations. [BBC News, in

Burmese] [Tachileik News, in Burmese]
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Myanmar: Arakan Army releases more

than 100 POWs

(hw) The Arakan Army (AA) has released 116 family

members of junta soldiers captured during battles,

along with 26 other individuals who had been arrested

for various reasons, according to sources close to the

AA. The released family members came from regions

not currently under junta control, and the AA

reportedly held a ceremony for their release.

According to a source, this was only an initial release,

and the AA plans to free more detainees after

conducting thorough background checks. The source

also stated that the AA had punished criminals

according to their offenses.

The AA did not disclose the location of the ceremony,

as the junta has previously launched airstrikes on its

own personnel held in AA custody. According to the

AA, more than 100 prisoners of war (POWs) and their

family members have been killed in junta airstrikes,

while over 120 others have been injured. [Radio Free

Asia, in Burmese]

Myanmar: Mandalay faces intensified

junta crackdown with 237 arrests under

military service law

(anl) According to an official from the Mandalay Strike

Group—a resistance group based in Mandalay—

Myanmar’s military junta arrested 237 people in

January as part of its intensified crackdown under the

military service law, which was enforced in February

last year.

The detainees, mostly in their 20s and 30s, were taken

from various townships. The official stated that the

junta conducted nighttime raids under the pretext of

overnight guest checks, during which individuals were

beaten and arrested. As a result, Mandalay’s streets

have become largely deserted after 6 p.m., with

residents avoiding outdoor activities out of fear.

Beyond arrests under the military service law,

Mandalay residents are increasingly alarmed by

reports of child disappearances and a rise in gang-

related crimes, including theft and robbery. In

response, the Mandalay Strike Group has urged the

National Unity Government (NUG) and ethnic

revolutionary groups to raise international awareness

and engage in negotiations to address human rights

violations under the junta’s conscription law. [Mizzima]
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Myanmar: Border Guard Force vows to

resend online scam victims back to

Thailand

(hw) Myanmar’s Border Guard Force (BGF) has pledged

to repatriate individuals forcibly taken to scam

operations in Myanmar, aiming to return 1,000 people

per month.

Initially, the BGF agreed to transfer 61 foreign

nationals, including Chinese citizens, back to Thailand.

Preparations are already underway to repatriate

foreign nationals in batches. In January, the BGF

announced plans to investigate locations suspected of

involvement in human trafficking and claimed to have

already shut down one such site. The BGF has denied

any involvement in the scam operations, stating that it

only leased land to businesses and launched

investigations at Thailand’s request.

On February 5, the Thai government cut off electricity

to Shwe Kokko, where the BGF headquarters is located

(see article in this edition). [Tachileik News, in

Burmese]

Myanmar: Ethnic armed group orders

Chinese nationals to leave Three Pagodas

area

(hw) The ethnic armed group Democratic Karen

Benevolent Army (DKBA) issued an order on February

9 requiring Chinese nationals working in casinos and

restaurants to leave the Three Pagodas area by

February 28. The DKBA stated that the order aims to

expel individuals involved in scam operations and that

additional measures would be taken to prevent

Chinese nationals from entering the region, located in

the borderlands between Thailand and Myanmar. The

DKBA operates in the region and has influence over

local affairs.

The DKBA also acknowledged the hardships caused by

Thailand’s decision to cut off electricity and fuel

supplies and announced plans to restore the energy

trade. In an effort to dismantle scam operations,

Thailand halted electricity and fuel supplies on

February 5, leading to power outages and fuel

shortages (see article in this edition). [Radio Free Asia,

in Burmese]
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Before this development, in late January, the Border

Guard Force (BGF) summoned casino owners and

Chinese businessmen to warn them that forced labor,

human trafficking, and scam activities would not be

tolerated in BGF-controlled areas. The meeting was

prompted by the high-profile rescue of Chinese

celebrity Wang Xing, whose disappearance and

reappearance had become a media sensation. [BBC

News, in Burmese]

Philippines: Parliament’s lower house

impeaches Vice President Duterte

(jto) The Philippine House of Representatives

impeached Vice President Sara Duterte on February 6

over allegations of corruption, failure to address

Chinese aggression in the South China Sea, and an

alleged plot to assassinate President Ferdinand Marcos

Jr. The impeachment passed with 215 votes,

surpassing the one-third threshold required to

advance the case to Parliament’s upper house, the

Senate, where a two-thirds vote is needed for

conviction and removal from office. If found guilty,

Duterte would become the first Vice President in

Philippine history to be impeached. [BBC]

Duterte has denied all accusations, calling them

politically motivated attacks aimed at derailing her

potential 2028 presidential run, when Marcos will be

ineligible to seek reelection due to term limits. Her

political differences with Marcos, particularly her

preference for closer ties with China and Russia, have

fueled speculation that the impeachment stems from a

broader political struggle rather than just allegations of

corruption. Her brother, Representative Paolo Duterte,

condemned the move as a "clear act of political

persecution." [The Guardian]

Following the impeachment, the House appointed an

11-member prosecution team tasked with presenting

the case in the Senate. Key lawmakers, such as Joel

Chua and Gerville Luistro, have already initiated efforts

to obtain Duterte’s financial records to substantiate

allegations of misuse of public funds. The prosecution

is working with the Anti-Money Laundering Council and

the Commission on Audit to procure these documents,

which will be essential for building their case. [Rappler]

[Manila Times]

However, the Senate is divided on support for Duterte

with some political analysts speculating her survival of

the trial, with 12 of the 24 Senate seats contested in

the May 2025 midterm elections. The upper house

adjourned last week without convening as an
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impeachment court, delaying the trial until after the

May 2025 midterm elections. [Reuters]

Senate President Francis Escudero confirmed that the

impeachment trial will begin after President Marcos’

fourth State of the Nation Address (SONA) in July. He

emphasized that the trial would adhere to the

constitutional and legal process, rejecting calls for an

immediate trial or a special session. Escudero argued

that such a request would be politically motivated, as

there has been no strong push from the Senate to

expedite the process. Senator Joel Villanueva echoed

this sentiment, opposing the idea of a special session

to speed up the trial. He stated that granting such a

request could create a perception of bias, adding that

the Senate should follow the legal process.

[Inquirer.net 1] [Inquirer.net 2] [Inquirer.net 3]

In contrast, former Senate President Franklin Drilon

and other lawmakers have urged President Marcos to

call a special session to expedite the trial before the

elections. However, Marcos had previously distanced

himself from the proceedings, previously expressing

disapproval and calling the impeachment efforts a

"waste of time." He stated he would only call a special

session if the Senate formally requested it [see AiR No.

5, February/2025, 1]. [Inquirer.net 4]

Philippines: Marcos and Duterte camps

gear up for midterm elections amidst

political divide

(jto) Campaigns for the Philippines' midterm elections

officially began on February 11, 2025, amidst growing

political tension between President Ferdinand Marcos

Jr. and Vice President Sara Duterte. Once political allies

in the 2022 election, their relationship has soured,

particularly following Duterte's impeachment earlier

this month. The upcoming May elections are shaping

up to be a pivotal moment in Philippine politics, with

12 Senate seats at stake, which will hold significant

legislative power for the future of the country.

The elections will determine 317 congressional seats

and thousands of local positions. However, the most

contentious race will be for the 12 seats in the 24-

member Senate, with candidates from both Marcos’

and Duterte’s camps seeking to make their mark.

Recent surveys suggest that nine candidates backed by

Marcos are leading the race, while two from Duterte’s

faction also remain strong contenders.

Marcos, who is limited to a single six-year term, aims to

secure a legislative majority to advance his political
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agenda. Meanwhile, Duterte, despite her

impeachment, remains a powerful figure, supported

by her father, former President Rodrigo Duterte,

whose influence is still significant, particularly in the

southern Philippines. [First Post]

The campaign period is governed by strict regulations,

including limits on television and radio advertising

time. The Commission on Elections (Comelec) has

already launched a crackdown known as "Oplan

Baklas" to remove illegal campaign materials posted in

unauthorized public spaces or that exceed size

restrictions. Violations of these rules can lead to

disqualification or imprisonment for up to six years.

[Inquirer] [Rappler]

Ahead of the midterm elections, President Ferdinand

Marcos Jr.’s administration-backed coalition, Alyansa

para sa Bagong Pilipinas, has finalized its slate of

candidates for the Senate. The campaign will officially

kick off in Laoag, Ilocos Norte, the home province of

Marcos. The coalition, led by campaign manager Rep.

Toby Tiangco, has planned 21 rallies nationwide,

aligned with the president's provincial schedule.

[Manila Times]

Philippines: House ratifies bill postponing

BARMM elections to October 2025

(lm) The House of Representatives has ratified a

measure postponing the first elections for the

Bangsamoro Autonomous Region in Muslim Mindanao

(BARMM) from May 12 to October 13. Lawmakers

approved the Bicameral Conference Committee report,

which reconciled differences between House Bill No.

11144 and Senate Bill No. 2924, and agreed that future

BARMM elections will be synchronized with the 2028

national elections.

During the extended transition period, the

Bangsamoro Transition Authority (BTA) will continue as

the interim government, with its members remaining

in office until newly elected leaders take over.

The decision has drawn mixed reactions. Basilan

Representative Mujiv Hataman opposed the

postponement, arguing that the six-year transition

period has been sufficient for the Bangsamoro people

to elect their own leaders. He warned that delaying the

vote contradicts the constitutional mandate on the

tenure of local officials.

Meanwhile, Office of the Presidential Adviser on Peace,

Reconciliation, and Unity (OPAPRU) Secretary Carlito
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Galvez Jr. welcomed the move, calling it a commitment

to the Bangsamoro peace process. He emphasized that

postponing the election gives the BARMM government

more time to address governance concerns before

holding the polls.

BARMM was established in 2019 following a landmark

peace deal between the Philippine government and

the Moro Islamic Liberation Front (MILF), granting the

region greater autonomy. However, delays in political

and economic reforms have led to multiple

postponements of its first elections. [Manila Bulletin]

Philippines: House Speaker, lawmakers

face graft complaints over alleged budget

insertions

(lm) House Speaker Martin Romualdez and several

lawmakers are facing graft and falsification charges

over alleged PHP 241 billion (USD 4.1 billion) in

"insertions" in the 2025 national budget. The

complaints, filed before the Office of the Ombudsman,

were led by former House Speaker Pantaleon Alvarez,

lawyer Ferdinand Topacio, and PDP-Laban senatorial

candidates Jimmy Bondoc and Raul Lambino—figures

aligned with former President Rodrigo Duterte.

The complaints accuse Romualdez, House Majority

Leader Manuel Jose Dalipe, Marikina Representative

Stella Quimbo, and former House appropriations

committee chair Zaldy Co of falsifying legislative

documents by altering figures in the budget after it

had been approved. The alleged insertions reportedly

occurred 12 times in the bicameral report.

In response, Dalipe defended the approval process,

arguing that Congress followed constitutional

procedures and that the accusations were politically

motivated. He also questioned the timing of the

complaints, noting that Alvarez did not object during

legislative deliberations but later emerged as a

complainant.

The controversy follows a petition filed with the

Supreme Court on January 27 by former Executive

Secretary Victor Rodriguez and Davao City

Representative Isidro Ungab, challenging the

constitutionality of the PHP 5.768 trillion (USD 98

billion) 2025 General Appropriations Act (GAA). The

issue arose after concerns were raised about blank

allocations in the budget, which officials claimed were

left for final computation.

https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-strfdk-l-tuh/


House leaders, including Quimbo, insist that the

budget process was legal, with technical staff making

only ministerial adjustments. The Supreme Court is

now reviewing the petition. [Inquirer.net]

Philippines: President Marcos Jr. appoints

new career officials to election body

(lm) President Ferdinand Marcos Jr. has appointed

Norina Tangaro-Casingal and Noli Pipo as new

commissioners of the Commission on Elections

(COMELEC). Both are career officials, with Casingal

serving in COMELEC for 27 years, most recently as

head of its law department since 2016, while Pipo has

been with the agency for 32 years, including serving as

Ilocos regional director since 2006.

Casingal was sworn in on February 10 and joins the

COMELEC First Division alongside Commissioners

Aimee Ferolino and Ernesto Maceda Jr. Pipo, whose

oath-taking is scheduled for February 12, will serve

under the Second Division with Rey Bulay and Nelson

Celis. They replace retired commissioners Socorro

Inting and Marlon Casquejo, who stepped down on

February 2.

By 2027, the entire COMELEC en banc will consist of

Marcos appointees, as the remaining commissioners,

Ferolino and Bulay, are set to retire, allowing the

president to appoint their successors. COMELEC

Chairman George Erwin Garcia, also a Marcos

appointee, noted that previous presidents have

similarly shaped the commission's composition during

their terms, in line with the 1987 Constitution.

[Inquirer.net]

Philippines: President praises Bureau of

Customs for record-high USD 17 billion

revenue collection

(lm) President Ferdinand Marcos Jr. commended the

Bureau of Customs (BOC) for collecting PHP 931.046

billion (USD 17 billion) in 2024, marking the highest

revenue in the agency’s history. This figure surpasses

the PHP 890.446 billion (USD 16.25 billion) collected in

2023 by PHP 40 billion (USD 730 million).

During the BOC’s 123rd anniversary event in Pasay

City, Marcos highlighted that the increased revenue

could fund infrastructure, education, and social

programs. He also praised the agency's intensified
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efforts against smuggling, with over PHP 85 billion

(USD 1.55 billion) worth of illegal goods confiscated in

2024, nearly double the amount seized in the previous

year. These included counterfeit items, illegal fuel

shipments, and vape products.

The President underscored the BOC’s role in

preventing agricultural smuggling, citing the seizure of

21 containers of frozen mackerel worth PHP 178

million (USD 3.25 million), which was later distributed

to 150,000 families. He also acknowledged the agency’s

crackdown on illegal importers and brokers, which led

to the de-accreditation of 56 entities, the filing of 45

criminal complaints, and the dismissal or suspension

of several customs personnel. [Inquirer.net]

Philippines: Proposed National Public

Service College aims to train ethical and

skilled government leaders

(lm) Senator Loren Legarda has filed the National

Public Service College Act of 2025, proposing the

establishment of the National Public Service College

(NPSC) as the country’s premier institution for training

future civil servants. Unlike traditional universities, the

NPSC will offer a specialized curriculum designed by

government agencies to equip students with technical,

administrative, and leadership skills tailored for public

service.

The proposed institution aims to address inefficiencies

in the Philippine civil service by producing leadership-

ready graduates who will be required to serve in

government for a specified period. The curriculum will

cover constitutional and legal frameworks, strategic

planning, budgeting, procurement, digital governance,

and specialized subjects such as foreign affairs and

disaster risk management. Integrity and ethics in

public service will be emphasized to combat corruption

and enhance professionalism.

Graduates will automatically gain Civil Service

Commission Level II Eligibility, streamlining their entry

into government roles. Professors will be required to

have at least 10 years of government experience and

remain free from political affiliations to ensure

impartial, skills-focused education.

The bill seeks to increase youth participation in

governance, as government data shows that

individuals aged 18-35 currently hold only 16.74

percent of elected positions. To attract top talent, the

NPSC will provide free tuition, monthly stipends, and
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apprenticeship salaries during mandatory government

internships.

If passed, the NPSC is expected to commence

operations within five years, with the Commission on

Higher Education (CHED) exploring the replication of its

curriculum in private and state universities to expand

its impact. [Inquirer.net]

Philippines: Senator urges President

Marcos to certify wage hike bill as urgent

(lm) Senator Risa Hontiveros has called on President

Ferdinand Marcos Jr. to certify as urgent a proposed

wage increase bill, arguing that delays in its passage

push more Filipino families into poverty amid rising

prices of basic goods and services.

The House of Representatives has approved on second

reading House Bill 11376, which mandates a PHP 200

(USD 3.40) daily wage increase for all private sector

workers, regardless of employer size. Meanwhile, the

Senate passed Senate Bill 2534 in February 2024,

which proposes a PHP 100 (USD 1.70) increase in the

minimum wage. Hontiveros emphasized that

contractual, sub-contractual, and agency-hired workers

would also benefit from the proposed law.

While supporting the legislated wage hike, the senator

argued that it falls short of a living wage and reiterated

the need for a PHP 1,200 (USD 20.35) daily minimum

wage. She acknowledged concerns from micro, small,

and medium enterprises (MSMEs) regarding the

financial burden of wage hikes and stressed the need

for government assistance to help businesses adjust

without threatening their sustainability. [Manila Times]

Philippines: NFA to release rice stocks

next week amid food security emergency

(lm) The National Food Authority (NFA) is expected to

release rice stocks next week following the

government’s declaration of a food security emergency

due to rising rice prices, Agriculture Secretary

Francisco Tiu Laurel Jr. announced.

More than 50 local government units (LGUs) from

Regions 4, 5, 6, 8, and Metro Manila have already

expressed intent to procure rice from the NFA.

However, Laurel noted that procedural documentation

between Food Terminal Inc. (FTI) and NFA, as well as
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between FTI and LGUs, needs to be completed before

distribution begins.

The food security emergency, declared on February 4,

allows LGUs and Kadiwa Centers to procure rice stocks

from NFA warehouses and sell them at a minimum

price of PHP 35 (USD 0.60) per kilo. The measure also

aims to free up storage space for the upcoming

February harvest. [Inquirer.net]

Philippines: President Marcos extends

national police chief’s term for election

security

(lm) President Ferdinand Marcos Jr. has extended the

term of Philippine National Police (PNP) Chief Gen.

Rommel Francisco Marbil by four months, delaying his

mandatory retirement originally set for February 7,

2025. The extension, approved through a

memorandum dated February 4, aims to ensure

stability and preparedness for the upcoming midterm

elections on May 12. [Philippine News Agency]

Marbil, who assumed the top police post in April 2024,

expressed gratitude for the President’s trust, stating

that the additional months would allow the PNP to

refine its election security measures. Top-ranking PNP

officials welcomed the extension, highlighting Marbil’s

efforts in modern policing and technological

innovations to address security challenges.

[Inquirer.net]

Philippines: Army pacifies MILF infighting

in Maguindanao, villagers return home

(lm) At least 50 families in Maguindanao del Sur, a

landlocked province in Mindanao, have returned to

their homes after the Philippine Army intervened to

stop infighting between two factions of the Moro

Islamic Liberation Front (MILF), a former separatist

group that fought for an independent Muslim state in

Mindanao but later signed a peace agreement with the

Philippine government in 2014.

The conflict, reportedly rooted in a long-standing

family feud over land, erupted between the groups led

by Commanders Marato Felmin and Baguindali Felmin

at the border of Barangay Zapakan and Barangay

Mileb on February 6. No casualties were reported, but

17 armed members of one faction were temporarily

detained for questioning before being released at the
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request of the government and the MILF Coordinating

Committee on the Cessation of Hostilities. Authorities

confiscated 17 assorted firearms, which are now in the

custody of the 33rd Infantry Battalion. [Inquirer.net]

Singapore: New law passed to protect

country’s racial harmony

(vsq) Singapore has passed a law under the Racial

Harmony Bill, proposed by the Minister of Home

Affairs (MHA) K. Shanmugam, preventing foreign

interference in its race-based clans and business

associations. Under the new law, the government is

allowed to impose a restraining order to stop an entity

from accepting foreign donations, prevent anonymous

donations, and require the entity to return any

donations. Additionally, the new law allows the MHA

minister to issue restraining orders against individuals

who threaten the maintenance of racial harmony in

Singapore.

The bill was first introduced when businessman Philip

Chan Man Ping, a Hong Kong-born individual who later

became a Singaporean citizen, showed signs of falling

prey to Chinese foreign actors and their willingness to

advance their political interests in February 2024. Mr.

Chan was one of 30 representatives globally invited by

the Chinese People’s Political Consultative Conference

(CPPCC), an advisory body to the Chinese government.

He later proceeded to tell Chinese media in March

2024 that his opinions showcased his bias towards

China as an alliance that represents the future.

[asiaone]

Some ministers have expressed concern that the bill

could put a strain on clan associations’ activities or

participation, as they are key contributors to cultural

education and awareness in Singapore. However, the

MHA minister reiterated that the intent of the bill is to

protect against malicious foreign influence, not to limit

legitimate exchanges, business deals, or trade

promotion activities conducted by Singapore’s clan or

business associations. [The Straits Times]

In parallel, Leong Mun Wai, a Non-Constituency

Member of Parliament (NCMP) from the Progress

Singapore Party (PSP), defended himself against

accusations of racism. Minister Shanmugam had

accused Leong of making racist remarks, citing his

controversial statements on the Singapore-India

Comprehensive Economic Cooperation Agreement

(CECA) and other socio-economic issues. Leong

responded by asserting his support for Singapore’s

multiracialism and the Ethnic Integration Policy (EIP),
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but argued that the policy could impose economic

disadvantages on minority communities. He

emphasized that his goal was to raise valid socio-

economic concerns, not to undermine the nation's

racial harmony. [ChannelNews Asia]

Singapore: Workers' Party prepares for

broader contest in upcoming general

election

(lm) Singapore’s main opposition party, the Workers’

Party (WP), has been actively engaging residents across

at least eight constituencies, including Tampines and

Pasir Ris-Punggol Group Representation

Constituencies (GRCs), suggesting that it may contest

more than 30 seats in the upcoming general election.

This marks a potential expansion from the 21

candidates fielded in 2020 and aligns with the party’s

long-term goal of securing one-third of the seats in

Parliament. Currently, the WP controls 8 seats in the

104-seats legislator.

Political analysts suggest WP is preparing to field at

least 31 to 33 candidates, maintaining a balanced mix

of youth, experience, and diversity to resonate with

different constituencies. The party is also employing a

more rigorous vetting process for potential candidates,

engaging external firms to assess their suitability. This

follows past incidents, such as the resignation of

Raeesah Khan, which emphasized the need for

character scrutiny in candidate selection. Khan was

elected as an MP for Sengkang GRC in 2020 but

resigned from Parliament and WP in November 2021

after admitting to lying in the legislature about a sexual

assault case she had claimed to have accompanied a

victim to the police station for.

With Singapore’s general election expected to be held

in the first half of 2025, WP’s final deployment of

candidates will depend on changes outlined by the

Electoral Boundaries Review Committee. [The Straits

Times]

Singapore: PSP assistant secretary-general

will not contest in next general election

following suspension

(lm) Progress Singapore Party (PSP) assistant secretary-

general Ang Yong Guan will not stand in the upcoming

general election after receiving a three-year

suspension of his medical license. PSP confirmed on
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February 5 that it accepts the Court of Appeal’s

decision and that Dr. Ang has informed the party that

he will not seek re-election to its central executive

committee or participate in the general election, which

must be held by November 2025.

Dr. Ang, a psychiatrist with over 36 years of medical

practice, was found guilty in May 2024 of three charges

of professional misconduct related to improper

prescriptions issued to a patient. The Court of Three

Judges ruled that his final prescription in 2012 entailed

a dramatic one-time increase in dosages beyond

stated maximum limits. The patient died four days

later.

This suspension effectively ends Dr. Ang’s political

aspirations. He previously contested three general

elections, including the 2020 race in Marymount Single

Member Constituency (SMC), where he lost to Minister

of State for Education and Manpower Gan Siow Huang.

He had also run in the 2011 and 2015 elections under

different parties. [The Straits Times]

Singapore: Former transport minister S

Iswaran moved to home detention

(lm) Former Singapore transport minister S Iswaran,

who began a 12-month jail term on October 7, 2024,

has been placed on home detention as of February 7.

He will serve the remainder of his sentence at home

under conditions such as curfew monitoring via an

electronic tag, employment or study requirements, and

mandatory counselling.

Under Singapore’s Prisons Act, inmates demonstrating

good conduct can be eligible for remission after

serving two-thirds of their sentence. Those serving at

least four weeks may qualify for home detention after

14 days, provided they meet conditions such as low

reoffending risk and strong family support.

Iswaran was convicted under Section 165 of the Penal

Code for accepting SGP 403,300 (nearly USD 300,000 )

in valuables from individuals with official dealings with

his ministry. He also pleaded guilty to obstructing

justice by belatedly reimbursing a flight cost. He

resigned from office in January 2024 and voluntarily

returned SGP 380,305.95 (around USD 280,000).

[ChannelNews Asia]
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Singapore: Government to use FICA,

POFMA to address social media

manipulation during general election

(lm) The Singapore government is prepared to enforce

its foreign interference and fake news laws if social

media manipulation occurs during the upcoming

general election, according to Minister of State for

Home Affairs Sun Xueling. Speaking in Parliament on

February 5, she acknowledged the potential for social

media platforms to use algorithms to skew information

presented to users, which, if manipulated by foreign

entities, could constitute foreign interference.

Under the Foreign Interference (Countermeasures) Act

(FICA), the government can address such manipulation,

particularly regarding hostile information campaigns

targeting the election. Additionally, the Protection from

Online Falsehoods and Manipulation Act (POFMA) may

be invoked if falsehoods detrimental to the public

interest are spread online during the election period,

requiring corrections to be issued.

Sun also emphasized that all online election

advertising must adhere to regulations, and the

Returning Officer has the authority to instruct social

media platforms to remove or disable advertisements

that violate these rules. In preparation for the election,

the government plans to engage with social media

companies to ensure compliance, especially regarding

foreign interference.

This statement comes as Singapore prepares for its

general election, which must be held by November

2025. As part of ongoing efforts to combat

misinformation, the government passed legislation in

October 2024 prohibiting deepfakes and digitally

manipulated content during election periods. [The

Straits Times]

Singapore: Down payment losses surge

over fourfold to USD 1.4 million in 2024

(lm) Consumers in Singapore lost about SGD 1.93

million (USD 1.43 million) in unrefunded deposits in

2024, marking a more than fourfold increase from

2023, according to the Consumers Association of

Singapore (CASE). A significant portion of these losses

stemmed from renovation contractors, with some

companies becoming unresponsive or abruptly closing,

leaving homeowners with unfinished projects.
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In total, 14,236 complaints were lodged in 2024, a 2

percent increase from the previous year. The

motorcar, electronics, beauty, renovation, and

entertainment industries saw the highest number of

complaints. The entertainment sector saw the largest

spike, mainly due to the Singapore Sky Lantern Festival

debacle and ticket scalping issues.

CASE highlighted a sharp increase in e-commerce

complaints, which rose 25 percent to 4,641 cases, the

highest since tracking began in 2020. Despite this,

complaints involving major platforms like Shopee and

Lazada had a 90 percent resolution rate due to CASE’s

dispute resolution framework. [ChannelNews Asia]

Singapore: Firms instructed to prioritize

workers from other countries over

Myanmar nationals

(hw) On February 4, Singapore's Ministry of Manpower

issued a directive advising firms to prioritize hiring

workers from countries other than Myanmar, due to

the travel and work restrictions imposed by Myanmar's

government. The ministry also encouraged companies

to assist recruitment agencies facing challenges due to

political developments in Myanmar.

This announcement followed Myanmar's military

government introducing a bylaw to the National

Service Law on January 30, which further restricted

foreign employment by prohibiting men aged 18 to 35

from working abroad. Singapore has long been a key

destination for Myanmar nationals seeking

employment opportunities. [BNI, in Burmese]

[Myanmar Now, in Burmese]

Singapore: Government to allocate USD

5.2 billion for marriage and parenthood

initiatives in FY2026

(lm) Singapore plans to allocate USD 5.2 billion (SGD 7

billion) toward marriage and parenthood initiatives in

financial year 2026, marking a substantial increase

from USD 3 billion (SGD 4 billion) in 2020. Minister in

the Prime Minister’s Office Indranee Rajah highlighted

this figure in Parliament on February 5, emphasizing

the government’s commitment to supporting family

formation amid declining fertility rates.

During a parliamentary debate, Progress Singapore

Party (PSP) Non-Constituency MP Leong Mun Wai
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proposed an amendment urging the government to

"reimagine" its approach to marriage and parenthood

policies. However, Indranee rejected this proposal,

stating that Singapore had already begun reshaping

policies under the Forward Singapore initiative in 2022.

She reaffirmed that policy changes, such as increasing

housing subsidies for Plus and Prime flats and tripling

infant care capacity over the past decade, reflect the

government’s long-term commitment to making

Singapore more conducive to marriage and

parenthood. [The Straits Times]

Singapore has been facing a long-term demographic

challenge due to its persistently low birth rate. The

country’s total fertility rate (TFR) dropped to a record

low of 1.04 in 2023, far below the replacement level of

2.1. This trend, driven by shifting social norms,

economic pressures, and work-life balance concerns,

poses challenges for the workforce, economic growth,

and social welfare sustainability.

Thailand: Ruling Pheu Thai Party seeks

court ruling on referendum process for

charter rewrite

(msz/lm) Thailand’s coalition-leading Pheu Thai Party

has suggested that the government, opposition, and

Senate whips jointly pursue a Constitutional Court

ruling on the number of referendums required for a

charter rewrite. The move comes ahead of a

parliamentary debate on multiple charter amendment

bills scheduled for February 13-14.

At the core of the issue is the legal uncertainty

surrounding the process of rewriting the 2017

constitution, which was drafted under rule of a military

junta. While most proposed amendments involve

revisions to specific sections, two key bills—one

backed by Pheu Thai and another by the main

opposition People's Party (PP)—aim for a complete

constitutional rewrite, which legally requires a public

referendum. However, there is no consensus on how

many referendums should be held.

A 2021 ruling by the Constitutional Court established

that Thai voters must first approve the creation of a

new charter before it can be drafted. However, the

ruling did not specify whether additional referendums

would be needed, leading to differing interpretations

among lawmakers. Some argue that two votes—one to

approve the rewrite and another to ratify the final draft

—would be sufficient. Others insist that a third vote

may be necessary to confirm changes to Section 256 of
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the constitution, which governs the process of

amending the charter.

Pheu Thai deputy leader Chousak Sirinil stated that a

Constitutional Court ruling would resolve this

ambiguity and prevent lawmakers from avoiding the

issue due to legal concerns. He suggested that the

government, opposition, and Senate whips jointly

petition the court under Section 210 of the constitution

to obtain a definitive ruling. He also emphasized that

without legal clarity, MPs and senators may be

reluctant to support a charter amendment for fear of

violating the law. [Bangkok Post 1]

In the context of the charter rewrite process,

Parliament president Wan Muhamad Noor Matha

confirmed that there would be no referendum

required before putting the bills seeking changes to

Thailand’s constitution on the agenda. Wan stated that

he had consulted with government, opposition, and

Senate representatives, and the majority agreed that

the debate could proceed without the need for a

referendum beforehand. He emphasized that the

move was intended to save costs, as holding a

referendum first and later rejecting it would waste a

significant amount of money. If parliament accepts the

bills for further examination, Wan mentioned he would

ask the Election Commission to hold a referendum at

that stage. [Bangkok Post 2]

The debate over constitutional reform has been a

politically sensitive issue in Thailand. Proponents of the

rewrite argue that the current charter, which was

introduced under military rule in 2017, entrenches

military influence in politics and limits democratic

reforms. However, conservative factions and senators

appointed under the military-backed system remain

resistant to sweeping changes, fearing that

amendments could weaken their power.

A previous attempt to rewrite the constitution in 2021

failed when a bill seeking to establish a charter drafting

assembly (CDA) was rejected in its final reading due to

a lack of parliamentary support. The current

government, led by Pheu Thai, has revived efforts to

amend the charter but faces significant procedural and

political hurdles.

Thailand: Ex-Prime Minister Thaksin

denies cabinet reshuffle speculation amid

coalition discussions

(lm) Former Prime Minister Thaksin Shinawatra, widely

seen has de facto leader of the coalition-leading Pheu
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Thai Party, has dismissed speculation about an

imminent cabinet reshuffle, following reports

suggesting changes could take place after the

upcoming no-confidence debate. Speaking on February

8, Thaksin stated that his daughter, Prime Minister

Paetongtarn Shinawatra, remains confident in her

cabinet's ability to govern effectively, despite slow

progress in some ministries.

Thaksin also denied rumors about tensions between

Energy Minister Pirapan Salirathavibhaga and the

prime minister, asserting that Pirapan had occasionally

chaired National Energy Policy Committee meetings on

Paetongtarn’s behalf. He emphasized that coalition

partners were working together to improve

governance and that no ministerial shake-up was

currently necessary.

However, media reports suggest that Pheu Thai Party

might seek adjustments, including swapping control of

key ministries with coalition partner Bhumjaithai,

which currently oversees the Interior and Labor

ministries. Changes in the Commerce Ministry and

potential ministerial realignments within the United

Thai Nation (UTN) Party are also under discussion.

Among possible shifts, UTN leader Pirapan could be

reassigned as justice minister, with former Energy

Minister Supattanapong Punmeechao potentially

returning. Meanwhile, Justice Minister Tawee Sodsong

(Prachachat Party) might move to the Social

Development and Human Security Ministry, and

Foreign Affairs Minister Maris Sangiampongsa could be

replaced by Varawut Silpa-archa, the current Minister

of Social Development and Human Security, leader of

the Chartthaipattana Party, and son of former Prime

Minister Banharn Silpa-archa. Additionally, Capt.

Thamanat Prompow (Kla Dharma Party) is rumored to

be a contender for the Agriculture and Cooperatives

Ministry. [Bangkok Post]

Thailand: Opposition prepares no-

confidence motion, while Thaksin remains

a focus

(lm/msz) The opposition in Thailand is gearing up for a

no-confidence motion against the government, with a

formal submission set for February 27. People’s Party

leader Natthaphong Ruengpanyawut announced that

the motion would be based on Section 151 of the

constitution and is expected to center on around 30

issues. These include allegations of corruption and the

controversial handling of the detention and parole of
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former Prime Minister Thaksin Shinawatra, widely seen

as de facto leader of the ruling Pheu Thai Party.

This move comes after an informal meeting among

opposition parties, including Thai Sang Thai Party (TST)

led by Khunying Sudarat Keyuraphan, to strategize on

the issues to address. Natthaphong emphasized that

the government should be open to checks and

balances and suggested that the motion would reveal

the government's lack of legitimacy, potentially

triggering a cabinet reshuffle. Meanwhile, TST has

focused on the entertainment complex bill, which

seeks to legalize casino businesses, arguing that such

projects would be controlled by a single board of

politicians. [Bangkok Post 1]

The opposition also plans to address the government’s

handling of Thaksin, with allegations that he was given

special treatment during his detention at Police

General Hospital. Thaksin, the father of the current

Prime Minister Paetongtarn Shinawatra, has been a

controversial figure, accused of being a puppet master

behind the government. He has vowed to respond to

any accusations made during the upcoming censure

debate, set to begin at the end of February or early

March, though he will not be physically present in

parliament. Thaksin has expressed confidence that his

daughter will be able to handle the grilling, having

faced significant scrutiny in the past. [Bangkok Post 2]

The debate itself is expected to be contentious, with

the opposition pushing for a five-day session to

scrutinize the government’s actions, including the

suspension of power, fuel, and internet services to

Myanmar’s border regions as part of an effort to

disrupt transnational crime networks. However, the

government has suggested the debate be limited to

three days, with Deputy Prime Minister and Defence

Minister Phumtham Wechayachai stating that the

priority remains protecting Thai citizens from call-

center fraud operations, regardless of protests from

Myanmar residents.

The government maintains that Thaksin, who has been

a prominent figure in Thai politics, is not part of the

current administration and should not be dragged into

the no-confidence motion. Prime Minister’s Office

Minister Chousak Sirinil echoed this sentiment, stating

that it would be unfair to Thaksin to include him in the

debate since he cannot defend himself in real-time.

[Bangkok Post 3]

Thailand: Prawit-Thaksin rift raises

questions over PPRP’s future
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(lm) The growing political rift between Palang

Pracharath Party (PPRP) leader Gen Prawit Wongsuwon

and former Prime Minister Thaksin Shinawatra has

reignited debate over Prawit’s role in Thailand’s

political landscape. Once a key power broker within

the conservative establishment, Prawit now finds

himself increasingly isolated, caught between his

military past, shifting alliances, and efforts to

reposition his party.

Prawit, a former army chief from 2004 to 2005, has a

long history of intersecting with Thaksin and the

Shinawatra family at critical moments in Thai politics.

He was in charge of the military while Thaksin was

prime minister from 2001 to 2006 and, though

maintaining a neutral stance at the time, was widely

seen as an establishment-aligned figure within the

armed forces. Following the 2006 coup that ousted

Thaksin, Prawit emerged as an influential figure in the

post-coup order, aligning himself with the military-led

governments that followed. He later served as defense

minister under Prime Minister Abhisit Vejjajiva from

2008 to 2011, a period that saw violent clashes

between security forces and the pro-Thaksin Red Shirt

movement.

In 2014, Prawit played a key role in supporting the

coup led by Gen Prayut Chan-o-cha, which removed

Thaksin’s sister, Prime Minister Yingluck Shinawatra,

from office. He was later appointed deputy prime

minister and defense minister in Prayut’s government

and briefly served as acting prime minister in 2022. His

deep connections to the 2014 coup and the

conservative military establishment have long made

him a target of Thaksin’s criticism, but recent

developments have intensified their conflict.

The current feud escalated after Prawit claimed his

party was being undermined, suggesting that PPRP

had been unfairly attacked since being excluded from

the ruling coalition. Though he did not mention

Thaksin by name, his remarks at a PPRP seminar in

early February indicated growing hostility between the

two. The PPRP’s exclusion from the government

coalition in 2023 was widely seen as part of a political

agreement between Pheu Thai and conservative

parties such as Bhumjaithai and United Thai Nation,

which ensured that the now-dissolved Move Forward

Party was kept out of power. This arrangement left

Prawit’s party without a significant role, further

weakening its influence.

Thaksin, who continues to wield substantial influence

over Pheu Thai, is believed to view Prawit as a lingering

obstacle and suspects him of orchestrating a petition

by former senators to remove Prime Minister Srettha



Thavisin. This petition, centered around Srettha’s

controversial appointment of Thaksin’s former lawyer

Pichit Chuenban as PM’s Office minister, ultimately led

to Srettha’s removal from office. Prawit also angered

Pheu Thai members by failing to attend key

parliamentary votes, including those for the election of

both Srettha and Thaksin’s daughter, Paetongtarn

Shinawatra, as prime minister.

Thaksin retaliated by publicly accusing Prawit of being

one of the masterminds behind the 2014 coup that

removed his sister from power. His remarks were

aimed at discrediting Prawit politically by reinforcing

his image as a figure tied to the military rather than an

independent politician.

In response, Prawit has tried to distance himself from

the coup and far-right factions, insisting he played no

role in staging the military takeover. His attempts to

rebrand PPRP as a moderate conservative party have,

however, largely backfired. By alienating some

conservative voters while failing to win over pro-

democracy factions, Prawit now finds himself politically

stranded. [Bangkok Post]

Thailand: Return of ex-Prime Minister

Yingluck 'still in the works'

(lm) The effort to bring former Yingluck Shinawatra, a

former prime minister and auntie of incumbent

premier Paetongtarn Shinawatra, back to Thailand is

still ongoing, according to her brother, ex-Prime

Minister Thaksin Shinawatra. Thaksin, who previously

pledged in November 2024 that his sister would return

around the Songkran festival, confirmed that although

the plan is intact, several factors need to be considered

before her return can happen. He stated that there are

no major obstacles to her return, but specific details

still need to be addressed, without providing further

elaboration.

Yingluck, who fled the country in 2017 before a court

ruling on her administration's rice-pledging scheme,

was sentenced to five years in prison in her absence by

the Supreme Court's Criminal Division for Persons

Holding Political Positions. The case involved the

failure to stop corruption in the government-to-

government rice sales scheme, which resulted in losses

exceeding THB 500 billion (USD 14.8 billion). A warrant

for her arrest remains active.

Thaksin, widely considered as the de facto leader of

the ruling Pheu Thai Party, mentioned that Yingluck

expressed her desire to return as soon as possible,
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with the potential for her return before Songkran,

depending on the circumstances. However, the timing

and opportunity remain under consideration.

[Bangkok Post]

Thaksin himself returned to the country in 2023 after

spending over a decade in self-imposed exile. He fled

Thailand in 2008 to avoid serving a two-year prison

sentence for corruption and conflict of interest

charges. Despite his conviction, he maintained a strong

political influence through his allies and his sister

Yingluck , who served as Prime Minister from 2011 to

2014. Upon his return, he struck a deal with the

government, which allowed him to serve his prison

sentence under a reduced term.

Thailand: NACC mulls ethics violations

charges for Opposition MPs backing lèse-

majesté reform

(bk) The National Anti-Corruption Commission (NACC)

is expected to decide within two months whether to

press charges against 44 former MPs of the now-

dissolved Move Forward Party (the predecessor to the

main opposition People's Party) for supporting an

amendment to the lèse-majesté law (Section 112 of the

Criminal Code). Among them, 39 are currently sitting

MPs of the People’s Party.

The NACC’s investigation aims to determine whether

the MPs’ actions breached ethical standards required

of elected officials, a violation that could result in a

lifetime ban from politics. NACC secretary-general

stated that an investigative committee is gathering

evidence, questioning witnesses, and reviewing facts to

determine whether to proceed with formal charges. If

the panel decides to move forward, the accused MPs

will be formally notified of the charges and given an

opportunity to defend themselves. If the panel finds no

grounds to proceed, the case will be dismissed.

The inquiry was initiated following a petition filed in

February 2024 by lawyer Theerayut Suwankesorn. He

previously sought a Constitutional Court order to halt

Move Forward’s campaign activities related to

amending Section 112. His petition was based on a

court ruling from January 31, 2023, which declared that

advocating for changes to the lèse-majesté law posed a

threat to the constitutional monarchy.

Should the NACC find the 44 MPs guilty of ethical

misconduct, the case will be escalated to the Supreme

Court for Holders of Political Positions. If convicted,
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they could lose their parliamentary seats and face

disqualification from future elections. [Bangkok Post]

Thailand: Opposition to gambling

legalization grows

(lm) The Thai government’s plan to legalize casino

gambling and online gambling has sparked

considerable opposition, with political figures and

social organizations raising concerns over its potential

social consequences and the concentration of power in

the hands of the prime minister.

The opposition Palang Pracharath Party (PPRP) has

been one of the leading critics of the proposed

legislation, which seeks to establish entertainment

complexes with integrated casinos in major tourist

destinations like Bangkok, Chiang Mai, and Phuket.

PPRP deputy leader Chaimongkol Chairop argued that

legalizing gambling could lead to increased corruption,

addiction, and crime. He also criticized the government

for prioritizing the casino legalization over other

economic measures and questioned whether

alternative revenue-generating strategies had been

properly considered.

ML Kornkasiwat Kasemsri, a PPRP executive, dismissed

the government’s claim that the casinos would

enhance sustainable tourism, calling it “false

advertising.” He pointed out that unlike some other

countries, the proposed casinos would be located in

urban centers, increasing the potential for social

issues. Furthermore, PPRP expressed concerns over

Section 15 of the bill, which grants significant authority

to a committee overseeing the projects, effectively

giving the prime minister control over casino

operations and fueling fears of unchecked decision-

making. [Bangkok Post 1]

Former Prime Minister Abhisit Vejjajiva also criticized

the government’s push to legalize gambling, warning

that it would exacerbate the social problems

associated with gambling, including family issues and

addiction. Abhisit, who led Thailand from 2008 to 2011,

questioned whether the economic benefits touted by

the government—such as revenue generation,

employment, and tourism—would be worth the social

costs, including rising household debt and crime rates.

He also voiced concerns over online gambling,

emphasizing its negative societal impact and the risks

of money laundering in the gambling industry.

A survey conducted by the Centre for Gambling

Studies revealed that over 50] percent of the 8,000
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respondents opposed the legalization of casinos, with

many fearing the social consequences of the move.

Despite public opposition, the government, supported

by the Pheu Thai Party, has advanced the bill for the

establishment of casino-entertainment complexes.

This move has proceeded without a public

referendum, a decision that has drawn further

criticism from critics like Abhisit. [Bangkok Post 2]

Meanwhile, concerns over online gambling remain

prevalent, particularly among young people. A report

from the Thailand Youth Institute (TYI) published on

February 7 highlighted the growing problem of online

gambling, which has contributed to crime, violence,

and even suicide among young people. The report

called for stricter enforcement, rehabilitation centers

for gambling addicts, and harsher penalties for repeat

offenders. Despite the government's efforts to block

gambling websites, many remain accessible, with

gambling operators using social media influencers to

promote their platforms, further exacerbating the

problem. The government's lack of a specific legal

framework targeting online gambling has hindered

effective enforcement, with many gambling sites

remaining difficult to shut down. [Bangkok Post 3]

Thailand: THB 10,000 handout scheme

strengthens government support, but

economic impact remains uncertain

(msz) A new poll by the National Institute of

Development Administration (NIDA) indicates that the

Thai government’s cash handout program has

influenced public support, particularly among the

elderly. The survey, conducted from February 3-5

among 1,310 respondents aged 60 and above,

assessed the impact of the second phase of the THB

10,000 (USD 290) handout on political opinions.

According to the poll, 44.89 percent of respondents

said the handout influenced their support for the Pheu

Thai-led government, while 30.69 percent stated they

would back the administration regardless of the

scheme. Meanwhile, 14.35 percent said they would not

support the government under any circumstances, and

10.07 percent remained undecided.

The poll also examined how recipients spent the cash,

with 86.18 percent using it for daily expenses,

including utility bills and fuel costs. Other common

expenditures included healthcare (26.26 percent), debt

repayment (13.66 percent), and savings (11.98

percent). A smaller proportion used the funds for

business purposes, such as buying goods for resale
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(9.24 percent), while some spent it on education (8.70

percent), lottery tickets (4.35 percent), and

entertainment (0.38 percent). [Bangkok Post 1]

However, these findings contrast with an analysis by

the Kiatnakin Phatra Research Centre, which found

that the first phase of the program—amounting to THB

140 billion (USD 4.22 billion) for 14 million recipients—

failed to significantly stimulate domestic consumption.

Analysts found that less than 10 percent of the funds

were spent on items that could spur economic growth,

with most of the money used to pay debts, utility bills,

and household expenses. As a result, Thailand’s private

consumption growth in the fourth quarter of 2024

remained largely unchanged. [AiR No. 5,

February/2025, 1]

Looking ahead, the third phase of the wallet scheme is

set to launch in the second quarter of 2025, with

preparations underway for a smooth roll-out. The

scheme will target citizens aged 16-59 with specific

income and savings requirements. Finance Minister

Pichai Chunhavajira has confirmed that the fund

distribution system will be tested this month, with the

official launch scheduled for the second quarter. The

success of this phase may determine whether the

program can make a more substantial impact on the

country's recovery and economic stimulation efforts.

[Bangkok Post 2]

Thailand: Thai Progress Party faces arrest

warrant for alleged rape of Taiwanese

tourist

(bk) The Thai parliament is awaiting the arrival of an

arrest warrant for Thai Progressive Party MP,

Chaiyamparwaan Manpianjit, who is accused of raping

a Taiwanese tourist. The Chiang Mai provincial court

issued the arrest warrant on February 4, following the

victim's complaint, which alleges the incident occurred

on January 9 at a hotel in Chiang Mai's Muang district.

Police investigation, including interviews with

witnesses and evidence review, led to the conclusion

that the case had merit, prompting the issuance of the

warrant.

House Speaker Wan Muhamad Noor Matha confirmed

that the arrest warrant had not yet been received by

parliament but assured that once it arrives, parliament

will act immediately. If the warrant is issued by a court,

there will be no need for parliament to convene a

meeting to revoke Chaiyamparwaan's parliamentary

immunity, and police can arrest him in parliament.

However, if the warrant is issued by the police, a
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meeting will need to be scheduled within 15 days to

address his status.

Chaiyamparwaan, a 35-year-old MP representing

Constituency 26 of Bangkok, was previously expelled

from the Move Forward Party in November 2023 over

allegations of sexual harassment of three female

assistants. Following the arrest warrant, the MP’s legal

team denied the rape charge, claiming the encounter

was consensual. Sources indicate that

Chaiyamparwaan plans to surrender to authorities in

Chiang Mai before February 20. He has also reportedly

claimed that authorities attempted to extort him in

exchange for dropping the case, which he refused,

escalating the situation to an arrest warrant.

Thai Progressive Party leader Watcharapol

Butsomkorn stated that he had not yet spoken with

Chaiyamparwaan about the allegations but affirmed

that the MP would be given a chance to explain

himself. Chaiyamparwaan had not informed the party

of his visit to Chiang Mai, and the party would assess

next steps after the police investigation concludes.

[The Nation] [Bangkok Post]

Thailand: NBTC commissioner convicted

for misconduct over warning issued on

True Digital's OTT broadcast

(bk) Pirongrong Ramasoota, a member of Thailand's

National Broadcasting and Telecommunications

Commission (NBTC), has been sentenced to two years

in prison for dereliction of duty after True Digital

Group filed a complaint against her. The ruling, handed

down by the Central Criminal Court for Corruption and

Misconduct Cases, accused Pirongrong of intentionally

causing damage to True Digital, a subsidiary of True

Corporation, due to her actions regarding the

company’s broadcasting practices. The court found

that she violated Section 157 of the Criminal Code,

which addresses dereliction of duty by a public official.

The case stems from a dispute that began in 2023

when the NBTC received complaints about TrueID, a

streaming service under True Digital, airing

commercials on digital TV channels. As chair of the

NBTC’s broadcasting subcommittee, Pirongrong issued

a warning to 127 radio and TV broadcast license

holders, notifying them that True Digital was not

authorized to operate an over-the-top (OTT) service

and reminding them of the "must-carry" principle,

which requires platforms to broadcast free-to-air

channels without commercial interruptions.
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Pirongrong’s notification led to a complaint from True

Digital, which argued that the warning harmed its

reputation and disrupted its partnerships with TV

broadcasters. The company also argued that the NBTC

had not yet issued any rules governing OTT platforms,

and thus TrueID should not have been subjected to

restrictions. True Digital further claimed that the

notification could have led broadcasters to believe that

TrueID was operating illegally and might be unable to

carry their content.

Pirongrong, in her defense, maintained that she had

acted in the public's interest, aiming to protect

consumers by ensuring that digital platform operators

followed broadcasting rules. She stressed that she was

not singling out True Digital and mentioned that

another company had also been warned, though she

did not name it.

The court found Pirongrong guilty and sentenced her

to two years in prison. Although the sentence was not

suspended, she was granted bail pending her appeal,

with a THB 300,000 (USD 8,894) surety and a condition

that she not leave the country. This decision allows her

to retain her position on the NBTC board, but there are

concerns about the implications for the commission’s

operations if she eventually steps down due to the

legal proceedings. If Pirongrong were to stop fulfilling

her duties, the board's membership would drop from

seven to six, which could lead to issues in making

decisions, especially on controversial matters. In such

cases, the chairman of the board would need to cast a

tie-breaking vote, which could draw public criticism.

The case has generated considerable public interest,

with support for Pirongrong evident on social media

platforms like X (formerly, Twitter), where the hashtag

#savepirongrong trended in response to the ruling.

The NBTC’s next board meeting is scheduled for

February 14, and while Pirongrong is not barred from

participating in the meeting, voting on issues directly

related to True Corporation could pose legal risks given

the ongoing case. [Bangkok Post]

Thailand: Supreme Administrative Court

delays revocation of controversial traffic

ticket announcements

(bk) The Supreme Administrative Court (SAC) revised a

previous ruling by the Central Administrative Court

(CAC) concerning two traffic ticket announcements

issued by the Royal Thai Police (RTP) that had been

deemed unlawful. The case originated from a

complaint filed by Supa Chotngam, who argued that
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the RTP's announcements, effective from July 2020 and

March 2023, were misleading and unlawful.

In the CAC's ruling on September 27, 2023, it

determined that the RTP's announcements were

problematic for several reasons. The court found that

the announcements misled individuals into believing

that they had committed traffic offenses and must pay

fines without the right to challenge or dispute them,

which it argued contradicted Section 29 of the Thai

Constitution that guarantees an individual is presumed

innocent until proven guilty. The court also criticized

the announcements for setting fixed rates for traffic

fines, asserting that such matters should be left to the

discretion of traffic police officers, who could assess

fines based on the circumstances of the violation. This,

the court believed, infringed on the flexibility of law

enforcement in dealing with traffic offenses. As a

result, the CAC ordered the revocation of the

announcements retroactively, effective from July 20,

2020, when the first announcement was implemented.

However, in its ruling on February 5, the SAC partially

disagreed with the CAC's decision. While

acknowledging the legal issues with the

announcements, the SAC argued that revoking the

announcements immediately and retroactively could

negatively impact public interest and law enforcement,

particularly in light of increasing traffic violations. The

SAC modified the CAC's ruling, specifying that the

revocation of the announcements would occur 180

days after the SAC's ruling, rather than retroactively

from 2020, allowing the RTP time to revise the

announcements. The SAC also stated that the RTP

could issue new announcements regarding traffic

tickets, which would need to include provisions for

motorists to dispute fines and give traffic police the

discretion to adjust fines based on the severity of the

offense. This would allow more flexibility in enforcing

traffic laws.

While the SAC’s decision provides a clearer path for the

RTP to issue fairer and more flexible traffic ticket

policies, motorists will continue to receive fines for

violations in the interim period, as the law remains in

effect until the new system is introduced. The ruling

aims to balance the need for law enforcement with the

protection of constitutional rights and fairness for

those ticketed. [The Nation]

Thailand: Residents seek legal aid over

Alpine Golf Club land dispute
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(lm) Residents of a housing development linked to the

Alpine Golf Club land controversy have sought legal

assistance from the Lawyers Council of Thailand (LCT)

after the Interior Ministry revoked their land

ownership. The affected residents, who had legally

purchased plots within the housing project in Pathum

Thani’s Khlong Luang district, now face uncertainty

over their right to reside there and their financial

obligations, such as mortgage payments and

community fees.

The dispute dates back to 1971 when a widow donated

the land to Wat Dhammamikaramvoraviharn in

Prachuap Khiri Khan. However, the land was later sold

to Alpine Real Estate and the Alpine Golf and Sports

Club, in which Prime Minister Paetongtarn Shinawatra

was a shareholder. The legality of the sale was

challenged, and in 2017, the Central Criminal Court for

Corruption and Misconduct Cases ruled that former

Pheu Thai leader Yongyuth Wichaidit had abused his

power in 2002 by approving the land sale despite its

designation for monastic use. The National Anti-

Corruption Commission found the sale illegal, leading

to its revocation.

Residents argue they purchased their homes legally

and in good faith, with land deeds issued by the

Department of Lands. However, the legal dispute has

rendered their properties unsellable and

unmortgageable, causing financial distress—especially

for those still repaying loans. The LCT has pledged to

establish a legal team to explore possible solutions,

including negotiating land leases with religious

authorities. [Bangkok Post]

Thailand: Investigation into Khao Kradong

land dispute continues

(lm) The National Anti-Corruption Commission (NACC)

is making progress in its investigation into a land

ownership dispute in Khao Kradong, Buri Ram,

involving approximately 5,083 rai (813 hectares) of

land contested between the State Railway of Thailand

(SRT) and the Department of Lands (DoL). However,

investigators have yet to determine when the probe

will conclude.

The dispute centers on 900 land title deeds, including

12 reportedly linked to the Chidchob family, whose

patriarch, Newin Chidchob, is an influential political

figure associated with the Bhumjaithai Party, currently

led by Deputy Prime Minister and Interior Minister

Anutin Charnvirakul.
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The SRT claims ownership of the land, a stance

supported by a Supreme Court ruling, and has urged

the DoL to revoke existing land titles and return the

property to the railway agency. Transport Minister

Suriya Jungrungreangkit has warned that failure to do

so could lead to dereliction of duty charges against SRT

officials.

However, the DoL, under the Interior Ministry, has

resisted, arguing that the SRT's claim is flawed. Deputy

Interior Minister Songsak Thongsri has cited evidence

that more than 400 villagers in Isan and Samet sub-

districts hold legitimate land title deeds. Meanwhile,

Deputy Prime Minister Anutin has called for all parties

to await the Supreme Administrative Court’s final

ruling before taking further action.

The NACC's investigation has uncovered irregularities

in ownership documents submitted by both sides. If

found to be intentional, officials involved could face

criminal charges for dereliction of duty. [Bangkok Post]

Thailand: NACC defends new president's

appointment despite legal complaint

(lm) The National Anti-Corruption Commission (NACC)

has defended the appointment of its new president,

Suchart Trakulkasemsuk, despite a legal complaint

filed against him by former Deputy National Police

Chief Pol Gen Surachate Hakparn. [Bangkok Post]

In May 2024, Surachate initiated an impeachment

petition against Suchart, accusing him of unusual

wealth, malfeasance, and ethical violations under

Article 236 of the Thai Constitution. He sought to

collect 20,000 signatures from eligible voters to

support his petition. Despite these allegations, NACC

Secretary-General Sarote Phuengramphan asserted

that Suchart remains fully qualified, emphasizing that

no court ruling has been issued against him, which

allows him to continue in office. He also downplayed

the significance of the complaint, stating that legal

challenges against NACC members are not uncommon.

Suchart, a former judge, has been a member of the

NACC since July 2020 after being selected by the

Senate in May of that year. He was elected as NACC

president with a 5:2 vote and will serve until July 2027.

His appointment has drawn scrutiny, particularly given

his ongoing conflict with Surachate, who was dismissed

from the police force in November 2024 due to alleged

links to an online gambling ring. The Supreme

Administrative Court upheld his dismissal, reinforcing

the Royal Thai Police's decision.
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Thailand: Sub-district chief arrested in

USD 1.2 million village fraud case

(lm) Thai authorities have arrested a sub-district chief

(kamnan) and several others in connection with a

large-scale fraud scheme that defrauded 140 villagers

in Phitsanulok province out of THB 41 million (USD 1.2

million).

The primary suspect, Bunlam Maengna, a previously

award-winning kamnan and chairperson of the Na Kai

Khia village fund in Nakhon Thai district, was taken into

custody alongside her husband, who also served on

the fund’s board. Authorities allege that she and her

accomplices engaged in public fraud and illegally

solicited loans while promising returns exceeding legal

interest rates. [Bangkok Post]

Thailand: Controversial draft law on

ethnic rights raises concerns over forest

encroachment

(hrs) Thailand’s House of Representatives has passed a

controversial draft law on the Protection and

Promotion of the Way of Life of Ethnic Groups, despite

concerns that it could heighten the risk of

deforestation. The bill, approved with 312 votes in

favor, 84 against, and two abstentions, now moves to

the Senate for further deliberation.

At the heart of the debate is Section 28, which grants

ethnic minority occupants greater access to land and

natural resources in designated protection zones.

Lawmakers removed a clause that would have allowed

the draft law to override existing forest conservation

regulations, sparking opposition from some MPs who

argue that the change could lead to uncontrolled land

cultivation, deforestation, and weakened legal

oversight. Some opponents also warned that

expanded rights for forest occupants could effectively

create autonomous zones.

The Bhumjaithai Party, a key coalition member, has

publicly opposed the bill, citing special privileges for

certain groups. Party spokeswoman and Ubon

Ratchathani MP Nan Boonthida Somchai pointed to

Section 20, which allows ethnic minority

representatives to negotiate directly with the

government regarding their status, as a major concern.

She also criticized Sections 27 and 28, which she claims
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would overly broaden land use rights for forest

communities, potentially encouraging encroachment.

With the bill now in the hands of the Senate, further

amendments may be introduced before it becomes

law. [Bangkok Post]

Thailand: Pro-democracy activist

sentenced for 2020 monarchy reform

protest

(bk) Pro-democracy activist Jatupat Boonpattararaksa

has been sentenced to 2 years and 8 months in prison

on a sedition charge for his role in a protest on

September 10, 2020, which called for monarchy

reform. The Kaen Provincial Court ruled that his

speech and protest banner, which criticized the

monarchy’s legal privileges, were not protected under

freedom of expression but instead constituted

sedition.

Initially sentenced to 4 years due to a prior conviction,

his sentence was reduced after providing useful

testimony. Jatupat was granted bail for THB 100,000

(USD 2,973). The complaint against Jatupat was filed by

Supat Passakorn, former president of the Khon Kaen

Loves the King Club, along with Pol Lt Col Adisak

Ngamchud, an investigator at Khon Kaen Provincial

Police Station. [Prachatai English]

Thailand: US aid freeze disrupts refugee

healthcare, leads to reported deaths

(lm) The abrupt suspension of US foreign aid has

severely disrupted healthcare services in refugee

camps along the Thailand-Myanmar border, reportedly

resulting in multiple deaths as critical medical support

has collapsed. The International Rescue Committee

(IRC), which previously operated hospitals and clinics in

several camps, was forced to shut down operations in

late January following a "stop-work" order from the US

State Department. The closure came as part of a

broader freeze on US humanitarian aid initiated by

President Donald Trump, which has also affected

global famine prevention efforts and USAID

operations.

The shutdown has left tens of thousands of refugees

without adequate medical care, with many camps now

lacking access to essential supplies such as oxygen.

The reported deaths include a long-term patient who
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relied on oxygen but was unable to access it after the

IRC facilities closed. Pregnant women have been forced

to give birth in makeshift clinics, and critically ill

patients have few options for emergency care.

[Bangkok Post 1]

The Thai government has stepped in to provide

alternative healthcare support, but state-run hospitals

are struggling to cope with the influx of patients. In

Mae La refugee settlement, home to 29,000 displaced

persons, an IRC-run hospital and two clinics were

forced to close, pushing patients toward local Thai

hospitals that lack sufficient funding and staff. At Tha

Song Yang Hospital in Tak province, doctors have

reported an overwhelming surge of patients suffering

from chronic illnesses, injuries, and pregnancy

complications.

With the loss of IRC funding, medical services have

been relocated to a repurposed school, but conditions

remain inadequate. Thai healthcare officials have

warned that local hospitals cannot handle the long-

term burden without additional international support.

Deputy Prime Minister Anutin Charnvirakul has

assured that Thailand will not abandon refugees in

need, but concerns persist over the sustainability of

these efforts as US funding remains frozen. [Bangkok

Post 2]

Thailand: Protest erupts over LGBTQ+

student assault

(lm) A protest erupted in Pathum Thani’s Rangsit area

on February 8, following an alleged assault on an

LGBTQ+ student by two others. The incident, which

occurred on February 6 at a noodle shop in Khlong

Luang district, saw the victim suffering burns to her

back, neck, and arms after being splashed with hot

soup. The attackers also physically assaulted the victim

and reportedly forced her to have her hair cut.

The victim filed a complaint with local police, and

activist Kanthat Pongpaiboonvej, known as "Good

Samaritan" Kan Chompalang, attended the protest,

pledging support for victims of similar attacks. Another

individual came forward, claiming to have been

attacked by a group of 15 people and slapped with a

slipper. [Bangkok Post 1]

In response to the assault, Bangkok University expelled

the two students involved, stating that the incident

violated both university regulations and the law.

[Bangkok Post 2]
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Thailand: Justice Ministry considers

reading-based early parole program

(lm) The Thai Justice Ministry is exploring a new

initiative that would allow inmates to earn early parole

by reading books, Justice Minister Pol Col Tawee

Sodsong announced. Under the proposed program,

prisoners would be eligible for one day of parole for

each book they complete while incarcerated.

The initiative aims to improve literacy among inmates

and equip them with better educational qualifications

before their release. According to the Department of

Corrections (DoC), 77 percent of Thailand’s 230,000

inmates have not completed compulsory education,

while 10 percent are entirely uneducated. The program

seeks to help them attain the equivalent of Mathayom

6 (Grade 12) or higher vocational training to enhance

their employment prospects post-incarceration.

The concept is inspired by similar policies in other

countries, such as Brazil, where inmates can reduce

their sentences by four days for every book they read.

The DoC has already established Phrom Panya libraries

in prisons as part of the “To Be Number One” project,

with some libraries housing up to 20,000 books.

Pol Col Tawee first introduced the idea at the DoC

Foundation Day event in October 2024, emphasizing

that the program is intended to aid all inmates in their

reintegration into society. He framed it as part of a

broader effort to enhance the country’s workforce and

overall development. [Bangkok Post]

Thailand: New Financial Centre Act to

boost regional financial hub ambitions

(msz) Thailand's Cabinet has approved the draft of the

Financial Centre Act, a key step in the country’s goal to

become a regional financial hub. The new legislation

aims to attract investment in key financial sectors,

including commercial banking, payment services,

digital assets, insurance, and more, through tax

incentives, exemptions, and property ownership rights.

The law seeks to make Thailand a global financial

player and enhance the country’s competitiveness. It

will allow foreign and domestic financial businesses to

collaborate, operating legally under existing

regulations like the Foreign Exchange Control Act,

while receiving various privileges such as exemptions
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from the Foreign Business Act and the right to own

condominiums.

A new financial institution commission will oversee the

implementation of policies and regulations to ensure

smooth operations and supervise financial services.

This commission will consist of executives from various

financial regulatory bodies, including the Finance

Ministry and Bank of Thailand, among others.

The draft will now be forwarded to the Council of State

for revisions before becoming law. [The Nation]

Thailand: Government extends work

permits for Cambodian, Myanmar, Lao

and Vietnamese workers

(msz) On February 5, Labour Minister Phiphat

Ratchakitprakarn announced the cabinet approval for

the extension of work permits for migrant workers in

accordance with the Cabinet's decision on September

24, 2024. Cambodian and Myanmar workers were

renewed for additional six months until August 13, and

for Lao and Vietnamese workers for three months,

until May.

Regarding the respective employers, those hiring

Cambodian and Myanmar workers will be able to

submit the necessary documents to extend their stay

and work in Thailand until February 13, 2027, with the

option of a further two-year extension. Employers of

Lao and Vietnamese workers will be able to submit

documents to extend their work permits and allowing

them to stay and work until February 13, 2026.

As of now, there are approximately 2.4 million migrant

workers authorized to work under the Cabinet's

resolution until February 13, 2025, with around 1.2

million of them having their names already submitted

by employers. [The Nation]

Thailand: Commerce Ministry assures

measures in place to counter US tariffs

(msz) On February 6, Deputy Commerce Minister

Napintorn Srisanpang assured that the government

had put in place measures to mitigate the potential

impacts of the US new trade tariff policies under

President Trump. In addition to the mitigating

measures, the Thai government will continue
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negotiating with the US to ease the impacts on Thai

exports.

Napintorn’s assurance was in response to a query of

Sittiphol Viboonthanakul, a list MP of the opposition

People's Party. Sittiphol warned that Trump would

target trade surplus partner countries as Thailand

ranks 12th on the list of US trade partners with a

positive trade balance.  Trump had already announced

25 percent tariffs on US allies Canada and Mexico,

along with 10 percent duties on imports from China.

Commerce Minister Pichai Naripthaphan had earlier

visited the US and conducted negotiations on the trade

tariff policy with several American government

authorities and businesspeople. Napintorn said that

Pichai negotiated for the smallest increase in tariffs on

Thailand's exports to the US. Prime Minister

Paetongtarn Shinawatra had also ordered the

formation of a working group headed by the

commerce minister to gather information about any

possible impact of the policy on Thailand's exports and

finding measures to address it. Napintorn added that

the government is finding new markets in southern

and western China, India and the UAE, while also

seeking to maintain the same level of exports to the

US. [Bangkok Post]

Thailand: Economists support Thailand’s

vision of a regional financial hub

(hrs) Leading Thai economists voiced their support for

the government’s vision of Thailand as a regional

financial hub but maintain that there is a need for

reforms such as legal amendments and greater

liberalization of the financial sector.

This is in response to the Cabinet’s recent approval of

the principles of the Financial Business Centre Act, a

draft law aimed at boosting Thailand’s competitiveness

and positioning it as a key financial center in the

region. While the Act aims to attract foreign

investment, create jobs and stimulate economic

growth, economics have highlighted potential

obstacles. Economists warn that Thailand’s outdated

laws and restrictive regulations may deter foreign

investment, and advocate for more competition and

liberalization. [The Nation]

Thailand: Residential supply in Bangkok

to dip in 2025
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(lm) The residential supply in Greater Bangkok is

expected to decline for a third consecutive year in

2025, mainly due to the high number of unsold units

carried over from 2024, continued economic

uncertainty, and high household debt, according to

Kasikorn Research Center.

The research center forecasts a 0.7 percent year-on-

year decrease in new residential supply, down from

around 61,450 units launched in 2024. The 2024 figure

marked a significant drop from 102,000 units in 2023,

which itself had fallen 5.2 percent from 107,000 units

in 2022. This follows a sharp rebound in 2022, when

the market saw a 77 percent surge from a pandemic-

era low of about 60,000 units in 2021.

In 2024, all housing types experienced a decline in new

supply, with condominiums leading the drop at 43

percent, followed by townhouses at 41.5 percent, and

single detached houses at 20.8 percent. Despite this

reduction in new units, the total number of unsold

units in Greater Bangkok is expected to remain high,

likely surpassing 230,000 units, exceeding the total

recorded at the end of 2023.

Prasert Taedullayasatit, president of the Thai

Condominium Association, noted that market

sentiment in 2024 was weak, hindered by factors such

as low economic growth, high household debt,

geopolitical conflicts, high interest rates, mortgage

rejections, and political changes. These factors led to a

significant drop in presales in the residential market,

with the third quarter of 2024 recording the lowest

presales value in 13 years.

Among the large developers, five major SET-listed

companies—Land & Houses, Supalai, Sansiri, Frasers

Property Thailand, and AssetWise—plan to launch 85

new residential projects in 2025, worth a combined

THB 140.9 billion (USD 4.2 billion). This represents a

decrease from the 115 projects launched in 2024,

which were worth THB 175.9 billion (USD 5.3 billion).

Most developers are adjusting their strategies by

launching fewer projects, focusing on the upper-end

market, where purchasing power remains stronger

compared to the lower-end market. Due to rising living

costs and high interest rates, Thai citizens in the

middle-to-lower income brackets have lost the ability

to purchase homes, making the real estate market less

accessible. [Bangkok Post]

Thailand: Government projects attract

Google interest for digital economy

https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-strfdk-l-iiy/


development

(lm) During his trip to the US last week, Commerce

Minister Pichai Naripthaphan met with Google

executives to discuss opportunities for increasing

collaboration in Thailand's digital economy. Key topics

included enhancing cybersecurity, advancing

technologies, and Google’s growing interest in

investing in Thai government projects, particularly in

cloud services and data centers.

Google, along with other major tech firms like

Microsoft and Amazon, has already made substantial

investments in Thailand. The UAE is also considering

establishing data centers in the country. The

discussions emphasized the importance of developing

the ASEAN Digital Economy Framework Agreement

(Defa), with Thailand aiming to position the agreement

as an international standard for digital economy

collaboration. Intellectual property rights and adapting

legal frameworks for modern technologies, such as AI,

were highlighted as areas of focus.

Pichai also invited Google to collaborate on creating a

super app for the Ministry of Commerce, aimed at

improving the efficiency of public projects. This move

aligns with Thailand's broader goal to strengthen its

digital economy.

In addition to his meetings with Google, Pichai engaged

with representatives from over 26 leading American

firms, reinforcing the growing US-Thai trade

relationship. The US is Thailand's second-largest

trading partner, contributing significantly to exports,

including computers, rubber goods, and automobiles,

and imports, such as crude oil and machinery.

[Bangkok Post]

Thailand: Commerce Ministry sets up task

force to address fraudulent corporate

registrations

(msz) The Commerce Ministry in Thailand has formed a

special task force to address the growing issue of

fraudulent corporate registrations, particularly the use

of "mule accounts" for illegal activities. The task force,

led by Deputy Commerce Minister Napintorn

Srisanpang and the Department of Internal Trade (DIT),

is collaborating with the Digital Economy and Society

Ministry's Anti-Online Crime Operation Center (AOC) to

investigate over 900,000 companies and 80,000

individuals linked to criminal backgrounds.
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The investigation has identified 1,159 legal entities

connected to individuals with criminal records.

Relevant authorities, including the Royal Thai Police

(RTP), Central Investigation Bureau (CIB), and the Anti-

Money Laundering Office (Amlo), have been involved in

further investigations.

In response, the Department of Business Development

(DBD) is drafting new regulations that will require

individuals on the criminal background list to verify

their identities and explain their business activities.

Additionally, a new online verification system will be

launched to help property owners ensure their

addresses are not being used without consent for

corporate registrations.

If unauthorized use is discovered, property owners can

report it to the DBD, with potential penalties of up to

three years in prison for offenders. New business

registrations will also require property owner consent

letters. [Bangkok Post]

Thailand: Foreign military attachés visit

army headquarters to strengthen defense

ties

(lm) Foreign military attachés from 19 countries

recently toured the 2nd Army Region headquarters in

Nakhon Ratchasima, as part of efforts to enhance

military cooperation and security collaboration

between Thailand and its international partners. The

visit, organized by the Royal Thai Army’s (RTA)

Directorate of Intelligence, was led by Lt Gen Kamchai

Wongsiri and Lt Gen Boonsin Padklang, commander of

the 2nd Army Region.

During the tour, the attachés received briefings on

Thailand’s national security strategy, internal

surveillance operations, and emergency response

mechanisms. They also visited the 23rd Infantry

Regiment at Surathampitak Military Camp, where they

attended an exhibition on Thailand’s military history

and observed a demonstration of the army’s tactical

capabilities.

Beyond military engagements, the attachés' family

members visited the SUPPORT Arts and Crafts

International Centre, which showcases locally made

Thai handicrafts. [Bangkok Post]
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Thailand: Two bomb explosions in Deep

South

(hrs) Two bomb explosions in Thailand’s southern

border provinces have heightened security concerns

amid ongoing insurgent activity in the region.

On February 6, a bomb exploded at a garbage truck

depot in Rueso district, Narathiwat province, causing a

fire but no reported casualties. Firefighters responded

quickly to contain the blaze, though the incident

underscores the persistent security threats in

Thailand’s Deep South. [Bangkok Post 1]

A day later, on February 7, another bomb blast

targeted a police booth in Nong Chik district, Pattani

province, injuring four police officers—two of them

seriously. The attack occurred as the officers were

riding motorcycles along the Don Yang-Hat Yai route

when an explosive device detonated near a Bang Chak

petrol station. [Bangkok Post 2]

Authorities have not yet identified the perpetrators,

but similar attacks in the past have been linked to

separatist insurgents operating in the southernmost

provinces of Narathiwat, Pattani, and Yala. These

regions have been the site of a decades-long

insurgency, with militant groups demanding greater

autonomy from the Thai state.

Vietnam: Party chief oversees leadership

transition at CPV’s Inspection Commission

(lm) On February 7, Party General Secretary To Lam led

a conference in Hanoi to oversee the leadership

transition at the Communist Party of Vietnam’s (CPV)

Central Committee’s Inspection Commission. This

comes after on January 23, Nguyen Ngoc Duy, a senior

member of the CPV hailing from Nam Dinh Province,

was elected as a member of the Politburo and

Chairman of the Inspection Commission. [Viet Nam

News 1]

The CPV’s Inspection Commission plays a crucial role in

ensuring internal discipline within the Party and is

responsible for investigating corruption and violations

of Party policies. This body also monitors compliance

with Party resolutions and evaluates members'

behavior, acting as an essential tool for maintaining

Party integrity.

In parallel, Nguyen Ngoc Duy, who also serves as

Secretary of the Party Central Committee officially
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handed over the duties of Chief of the Party Central

Committee’s Office to Le Hoai Trung, Secretary of the

Party Central Committee in order to focus on his

leadership position within the Inspection Commission.

The Party Central Committee’s Office plays a crucial

role in implementing the directives and policies of the

CPV’s Central Committee and overseeing the

organization’s administrative functions. [VietnamPlus]

[Viet Nam News 2]

Vietnam: President works with

Presidential Office on judicial affairs

(lm) On February 10, State President Luong Cong held

a working session with the Presidential Office to review

the implementation of judicial affairs for 2025,

focusing on key reforms and developments under his

constitutional mandates. The meeting highlighted

ongoing efforts to strengthen Vietnam's judicial sector,

aligning with the Party's leadership and the need for a

consistent legal framework to enhance judicial

efficiency.

During the meeting, the President discussed

preparations for the first session of the Central

Steering Committee for Judicial Reform in 2025, which

aims to finalize proposals that align with Party policies

and improve the judicial system's effectiveness. He

also reviewed the office's involvement in implementing

the amnesty policy for major national holidays,

reinforcing the Party’s commitment to rehabilitation

and the reintegration of ex-offenders into society.

President Cuong emphasized the importance of

transparency, fairness, and legal compliance in

granting clemency to ensure public trust.

The President praised the proactive role of the

Presidential Office in collaborating with agencies,

particularly the Supreme People’s Procuracy, to refine

high-quality judicial reform proposals. He instructed

the office to work closely with relevant ministries and

departments to ensure that the upcoming proposals

are well-prepared for submission to the Central

Steering Committee for Judicial Reform and the

Politburo. [Viet Nam News]

Vietnam: Former Deputy Minister charged

over illegal rare earth mining permit

(he) Nguyen Linh Ngoc, the former Deputy Minister of

Natural Resources and Environment, has been charged
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for granting an illegal mining permit to Thai Duong

Company despite the company’s failure to meet

necessary criteria. The permit allowed the company to

exploit rare earth minerals at the Yen Phu Mine in Yen

Bai province, resulting in an estimated VND 864 billion

(USD 34 million) profit for Thai Duong.

Thai Duong had initially received a license to explore

the mine in 2009 but failed to obtain a mining permit

in 2011. Despite the company's eligibility issues,

officials recommended granting the permit, and Ngoc

signed it. Other officials involved in the case have been

charged with violations, including illegal mining,

accounting irregularities, and causing environmental

pollution.

Ngoc denies accepting any money in exchange for

granting the permit, although another official, Nguyen

Van Thuan, confessed to receiving VND 500 million

(USD 20,000) as a "thank-you gift" from the company’s

chairman. The company continued illegal mining

activities, failing to build the required processing plants

and selling raw ore instead of refined rare earth

minerals. Charges have been pressed against several

individuals for their involvement in these illegal

activities. [Viet Nam News]

Vietnam: Alleged bribery attempts by

Hanoi immigration officers

(lm) A Chinese filmmaker accused Vietnamese

immigration officers at Hanoi’s Noi Bai International

Airport of attempting to extort bribes during his visits

in 2023 and 2025. In social media posts, the filmmaker

described how officers subtly requested money in

exchange for allowing him to enter or leave Vietnam.

He shared details of an officer who used broken

English and Chinese to hint at a bribe and made him

return to the queue when he refused to pay.

The filmmaker also posted photos of the officer and

claimed that similar experiences were shared by other

travelers, suggesting systemic corruption at the

airport. Despite filing a complaint, he has not received

a response from the authorities. He called for cameras

to be installed at immigration counters to prevent such

practices. [Radio Free Asia]

Vietnam: National Assembly Committee

debates key policies in draft law on

teachers
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(hn) The National Assembly Standing Committee

continued its discussions on the draft Law on

Teachers, focusing on teacher retirement age, salaries,

recruitment, and professional development.

Key issues included extending the retirement age for

highly qualified teachers in specialized fields, provided

they are healthy and willing, though they would not

hold leadership positions. Funding for teacher training

was also debated, with concerns over whether the

state budget could cover costs for both public and

private school teachers. Two funding options were

proposed: full state support or partial support for

private school teachers.

Salary policies were revised to align with broader

reforms, ensuring teachers receive the highest public-

sector salaries but without an extra grade for new

recruits. Ethical standards for teachers were discussed,

with recommendations to clarify terminology.

Recruitment authority was another point of

contention, with some supporting school-level hiring

flexibility while others questioned its impact on

teacher transfers. Legislators also urged targeted

incentives for teachers in remote ethnic communities.

[Viet Nam News]

Vietnam: 177 citizens repatriated from

Cambodia, most linked to scam operation

(hn) Vietnamese authorities repatriated 177 citizens

from Cambodia on February 6, with most allegedly

working for scam operations. The repatriation,

coordinated at the Moc Bai International Border Gate,

included two men wanted on criminal charges in

Vietnam - one for sexual assault and another for theft

who were handed over for legal proceedings.

Verification checks found eight individuals with identity

discrepancies, including six with no registered data.

Only 48 had legally exited Vietnam, while 129 crossed

the border illegally.

Authorities reported that 176 of the repatriated

individuals worked for fraudulent companies in

Cambodia’s Svay Rieng Province, engaged in scams

involving gambling apps, fake investments, dating

platforms, and stock trading schemes. One individual

worked as a delivery driver. [Viet Nam News]
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Vietnam: Prime Minister designates

investors for revived Ninh Thuan nuclear

project

(hn) Prime Minister Pham Minh Chinh chaired the

second meeting of the Steering Committee for Nuclear

Power Plant Construction, urging swift and unified

action across the political system to fast-track the

nuclear project in Ninh Thuan Province. Resumed in

late 2024 after an eight-year pause, the project initially

approved in 2009 is overseen by a committee

established in January 2025, which is tasked with policy

review, planning adjustments, and ensuring IAEA

compliance through the review of Power Development

Plan VIII (PDP8) and related laws.

Chinh set firm deadlines, in which specific policies

must be finalized by February 15 and the draft PDP8

adjustments by February 28, with the project’s

construction to be completed by December 31, 2031.

He also has designated Vietnam Electricity (EVN) as the

investor for the Ninh Thuan 1 Nuclear Power Plant and

Vietnam Oil and Gas Group (PetroVietnam) for the

Ninh Thuan 2 plant, both located in Ninh Thuan

Province. Revived after an eight-year hiatus, the project

now moves forward under a renewed focus with the

PM chairing its steering committee.

At the committee's second meeting in Hanoi, Chinh

stressed the urgency of detailed five-year and annual

plans, aiming for project completion by December 31,

2031, with efforts to finish by 2030 to align with

national anniversaries. Key ministries are revising

energy plans, amending the Atomic Energy Law, and

initiating training programs, while provincial

authorities have set up support teams. EVN,

PetroVietnam, and other agencies are to begin foreign

partner negotiations in February and ensure

transparent contractor selection to prevent corruption.

The initiative, originally approved in 2009 and

suspended in 2016 due to safety and cost issues, is

now a cornerstone for enhancing energy security and

achieving Vietnam’s net-zero emissions goal by 2050.

[Tuoitrenews] [Vietnamnews]

At the same time, Vietnam has lowered its power

production targets for gas and offshore wind by 2030,

relying instead on coal and other renewables to meet

rising electricity demand until nuclear power is

introduced in 2035, according to a draft industry

ministry document.

The revised plan eliminates offshore wind projects for

this decade, delaying the initial target to 2035. Gas-

fired power capacity is also being reduced due to
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lower-than-expected domestic gas supplies and LNG

imports. To compensate, Vietnam will expand coal,

hydropower, and onshore renewables. [Reuters]

Vietnam: Record-breaking stock auction

anticipated

(lm) Vietnam's stock market is set to witness a historic

event, with Becamex IDC – a leading player in

investment and infrastructure development –

preparing for a substantial stock auction. The company

plans to offer 300 million shares at a starting price of

VND 69,600 per share (USD 2.74), aiming to raise over

VND 20.88 trillion (USD 836 million).

This auction, which has received certification from the

State Securities Commission of Vietnam (SSC), aims to

attract both domestic and foreign investors. Foreign

investors will be allowed to purchase up to 31.77

percent of the shares. The funds raised will be

allocated to key projects, including industrial zones like

Cay Truong and Bau Bang, and will also support capital

expansion and financial restructuring, including bond

repayments and bank loans.

If the auction is successful, the state’s ownership in

Becamex IDC will decrease from 95.44 percent to 74

percent. [Viet Nam News]

Vietnam: Positive economic indicators in

early 2025; National Assembly supports

higher growth target

(nt/he) Vietnam’s economy is showing signs of recovery

as early 2025 figures highlight progress in key areas,

including controlled inflation, stable trade, and a

significant increase in foreign direct investment (FDI).

The government reported that the consumer price

index (CPI) rose by 3.63 percent year-on-year, while the

export-import turnover reached USD 63.15 billion.

Despite some challenges, including a drop in trade and

slow industrial growth, the government has

maintained macroeconomic stability and improved its

economic balance. [Viet Nam News 1]

To sustain growth, the government is aiming for an 8

percent GDP increase in 2025, which it sees as crucial

for setting the stage for long-term prosperity. The

proposal was reviewed by the National Assembly

Standing Committee, which emphasized the

importance of achieving fast yet sustainable growth,
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particularly in the industrial, service, and agro-forestry

sectors. The target aims to achieve a GDP of over USD

500 billion with a GDP per capita exceeding USD 5,000.

The government’s commitment to economic

development includes measures like boosting

manufacturing and processing, service sector growth,

and supporting the agricultural industry. [Vietnam

News 2] [Vietnam Plus]

To support these goals, the Ministry of Finance has

continued its flexible tax and financial policies. Over

the 2020–2024 period, tax reductions, including a 2

percentage-point VAT cut, were pivotal in aiding

Vietnam’s recovery. In 2025, the government plans to

extend the VAT cut until June 30 and reduce fees by

10–50 percent to encourage online public services.

These policies are expected to help businesses invest

in technology, enhance competitiveness, and support

SMEs. The tax incentives aim to foster domestic

consumption and ease high costs, which should boost

business liquidity despite ongoing fiscal challenges.

[Vietnam Net] [Vietnam News 3]

Vietnam: Prime Minister issues directive

to stabilize gold market and strengthen

banking sector

(hn) On February 4, Prime Minister Pham Minh Chinh

signed Directive No. 03/CT-TTg, which focuses on

stabilizing the domestic gold market and strengthening

the financial sector. The directive outlines several key

tasks for the period following the 2025 Lunar New

Year, emphasizing the role of the State Bank of

Vietnam (SBV) in monitoring and stabilizing gold

trading activities.

Chinh instructed the SBV to review and propose

amendments to Decree No 24/2012/ND-CP on gold

trading by the second quarter of 2025. Decree No 24

regulates the management of gold trading activities in

Vietnam, including specifying requirements for gold

trading and ensuring the control of gold market

operations to avoid speculation and manipulation. It

aims to stabilize the gold market and limit the impact

of gold fluctuations on the broader economy.

He also directed the SBV to guide credit institutions to

allocate credit towards productive sectors, such as

consumption, exports, investment, and emerging

industries like the digital, green, and circular

economies.

Furthermore, the directive emphasizes controlling

credit in high-risk sectors, reducing lending interest
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rates, and restructuring credit institutions facing bad

debts, particularly Saigon Commercial Joint Stock Bank

(SCB). [Viet Nam News]

Vietnam: Prime Ministers Chinh orders

comprehensive reports on stalled

investment projects

(lm) Vietnam’s Prime Minister Pham Minh Chinh has

ordered government agencies to submit detailed

reports on stalled investment projects by February 15.

He emphasized that failure to comply would result in

investigations by the Government Inspectorate under

the direction of the Central Steering Committee for the

Prevention and Control of Corruption and Negative

Phenomena. The move comes as the government

seeks to address inefficiencies and delays in key

development initiatives, including significant

infrastructure projects like the construction of a road

in the Mekong Delta, which has seen prolonged delays.

[Viet Nam News]

Vietnam: Prime Minister works with Da

Nang leaders to overcome project

challenges

(lm) Vietnam's Prime Minister Pham Minh Chinh met

with leaders of Da Nang, a major coastal city in central

Vietnam, on February 9 to address obstacles hindering

the implementation of various projects and works in

the city. The primary goal of the meeting was to

accelerate development efforts in Da Nang, particularly

in areas such as infrastructure and urban

development, while also striving for ambitious growth

targets in 2025. The Secretary of the Da Nang Party

Committee reported that the city is aiming for a growth

rate of over 10 percent and a budget revenue increase

of over 15 percent in 2025. [Viet Nam News]

Vietnam: Prime Minister asks major steel

producer to provide steel for railway

projects

(lm) On February 9, Prime Minister Pham Minh Chinh

visited the Hoa Phat Dung Quat Iron and Steel

Production Complex in Quang Ngai Province and urged

Hoa Phat Group – a major player in Vietnam's steel

industry – to focus on producing high-quality steel for
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the development of railway infrastructure, particularly

the North-South high-speed railway project. The Prime

Minister emphasized the need for the group to

diversify its steel products to meet the demands of

national development and infrastructure projects. [Viet

Nam News]

The North-South high-speed railway project is a large-

scale infrastructure initiative designed to connect

Hanoi in the north to Ho Chi Minh City in the south.

With a planned length of over 1,500 kilometers, the

project is set to improve transportation efficiency and

foster regional economic development. The railway is

expected to significantly reduce travel time between

the two cities from around 30 hours to just under 10,

while also connecting smaller cities and provinces

along the route.

Vietnam: New real estate taxes

considered to curb speculation

(hn) Vietnam is exploring new real estate taxes to

address rising prices and speculation after previous

proposals faced public opposition. Prime Minister

Pham Minh Chinh has tasked the Ministry of Finance

with developing tax policies, including a levy on the gap

between land use fees and sale prices.

The government is also tightening credit regulations,

requiring stricter loan monitoring and higher interest

rates for multiple-property owners. The Ministry of

Public Security will enforce land auction rules to

prevent price manipulation.

Past tax proposals, including a property tax on high-

value homes, faced mixed reactions and were

postponed. Experts warn that without increasing

supply, restrictive measures may push prices higher.

They advocate for a long-term housing finance strategy

and improved policies for social and affordable

housing development. [Viet Nam News]

Vietnam: Registration fees for EVs to start

in March

(hn) Beginning March 1, electric vehicles (EVs) in

Vietnam will no longer be exempt from registration

fees. Instead, they will pay 50 percent of the fee

applicable to internal combustion engine cars. This

marks the end of a three-year zero per cent fee

incentive introduced in 2022.
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The new fees will range from 5-6 percent of an EV’s

price, impacting affordability. Experts anticipate a

surge in EV purchases before the exemption expires.

While past incentives boosted the ‘green car’

movement, this shift aims for sustainable growth

beyond short-term policies.

Manufacturers like VinFast are responding by offering

incentives such as free battery charging until 2027.

However, industry experts warn that without further

policy support such as tax benefits, interest rate

subsidies, and infrastructure investments, EV demand

in Vietnam may stagnate. [Vietnamnews]

Vietnam: Defense Minister directs

modernization of merged logistics and

technical department

(hn) On February 5, the Ministry of National Defense

announced the merger of the Logistics and Technical

General Department in line with key resolutions on

military reorganization for 2025 - 2030. Minister of

Defense General Phan Van Giang stressed that the

merged department must quickly stabilize its structure

and clearly define its functions, overcome challenges,

and enhance its capacity to produce modern, high-tech

strategic weapons. He also emphasized the need for

strong internal discipline, readiness for combat, and a

robust Party organization with well-qualified personnel

for sustainable development.

Lieutenant General Tran Minh Duc, head of the new

department, committed to building on past

achievements to establish the organization as a key

strategic advisory body for the Central Military

Commission and the Ministry of Defense. Historically,

the Logistics General Department (established in 1950)

provided material support to the armed forces, while

the Technical General Department (founded in 1974)

managed technical support. [Vnexpress, in

Vietnamese]

Vietnam: Missile Brigade 490 urged to

modernize training for enhanced combat

readiness

(lm) On February 10, during a visit to the Missile

Brigade 490 in Hai Duong Province, Party General

Secretary To Lam emphasized the need for the brigade

to enhance its training quality and combat readiness in

line with modern standards. Lam praised the brigade's
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effective training and readiness but urged further

improvement to ensure it remains a key firepower unit

within the Artillery Corps.

Lam noted that, in a rapidly changing global context,

Vietnam's position, power, and international

reputation have grown significantly over the last 95

years of Party leadership and 40 years of the renewal

process (Doi Moi). He emphasized the importance of

the brigade adopting modern and specialized training

methods, with a focus on increasing combat capability

and operational effectiveness.

The Party General Secretary outlined that the brigade

should focus on practical exercises using advanced

technical equipment and weapons. Additionally, he

urged the use of information technology and digital

transformation to enhance training and troop

management. Lam also called for the creation of a

compact, mobile, and flexible fleet to increase

operational efficiency. [Viet Nam News]
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European Union to blacklist 25 more

Chinese entities

(wy) The European Union (EU) is expected to add 25

more Chinese entities to its blacklist for allegedly

violating sanctions against Russia.

Aimed at undermining Russia's war efforts in Ukraine,

the EU plans to target these companies, accusing them

of “circumventing sanctions on Russia.” The entities

include firms registered in both mainland China and

https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-strfdk-l-iky/


Hong Kong, reportedly involved in funneling EU-made

goods to Russian military-linked buyers.

Although the EU has not publicly disclosed the names

of the companies, a drone manufacturer based in the

Xinjiang Uygur Autonomous Region is believed to be

among them due to its alleged role in supplying

military equipment to Russia. If the proposal is

approved, these Chinese entities will be barred from

sourcing goods from the EU. [South China Morning

Post]

Amid strained relations between the EU and China,

Beijing has appointed Lu Shaye—known as a “Wolf

Warrior” diplomat, a term used to describe Chinese

officials with combative responses to foreign criticism

—as ambassador to handle European affairs.

Lu, former ambassador to France, has sparked public

controversy on several occasions, including

questioning the sovereignty of former Soviet states,

using derogatory language to describe Antoine Bondaz

—a China specialist at a think tank critical of Beijing’s

alleged disinformation—calling him a “little rascal” and

“rabid dog”, and suggesting that Taiwanese people

should undergo “re-education.”

Nevertheless, the Chinese Foreign Ministry stated on

February 6 that Beijing believes Lu’s deep

understanding of Europe will contribute to the “stable

and healthy development of China-EU relations.”

[Foreign Affairs of Ministry, China, in Chinese] [France

24] [South China Morning Post]

China objects to Japan-US joint statement

(dh) China has formally raised objections with Japan

over what it described as “negative” references to

China in a joint statement issued after a meeting

between U.S. President Donald Trump and Japanese

Prime Minister Shigeru Ishiba. Beijing’s foreign ministry

conveyed its “strong dissatisfaction” through Liu

Jinsong, Director-General of the Department of Asian

Affairs, who met with the Chargé d’Affaires of Japan’s

embassy in China.

The joint U.S.-Japan statement criticized China’s

military activities in the South and East China Seas,

stressed the importance of maintaining peace and

stability in the Taiwan Strait, and supported Taiwan’s

participation in international organizations. Beijing

responded by accusing the statement of interfering in

its internal affairs and escalating regional tensions.

Chinese foreign ministry spokesperson Guo Jiakun
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urged both countries to respect the one-China

principle and refrain from actions that could further

strain relations. [Ministry of Foreign Affairs, China] [The

White House]

Taiwan, which rejects Beijing’s sovereignty claims,

welcomed the statement. President Lai Ching-te

reiterated Taiwan’s commitment to working with the

U.S., Japan, and other international partners to

promote regional peace and stability. Meanwhile,

China has continued military drills near Taiwan,

maintaining pressure on the self-governed island.

[Reuters]

Japan, Australia, Philippines, and United

States conduct multilateral maritime

cooperative activity

(adi) The armed and defense forces of Australia, Japan,

the Philippines, and the United States commenced a

Multilateral Maritime Cooperative Activity within the

Philippines' Exclusive Economic Zone (EEZ) on February

5, 2025. [USINDOPACOM] [NHK] [Reuters]

The MCA featured a range of coordinated exercises

designed to strengthen regional security and

demonstrate a collective commitment to a free and

open Indo-Pacific. Participating units included the

Royal Australian Navy's HMAS Hobart (DDG 39), the

Japan Maritime Self-Defense Force's JS Akizuki (DD

115), the Philippine Navy's BRP Jose Rizal (FF 150), and

the U.S. Navy's USS Benfold (DDG 65). Additionally,

maritime patrol aircraft such as the Royal Australian

Air Force's P-8A Poseidon and the U.S. Navy's P-8A

Poseidon supported the activity. [AFP]

Japan to expand internation drone

assistance

(adi) Japan will expand its provision of drones to like-

minded nations under its Official Security Assistance

(OSA) framework, aiming to strengthen regional

security and defense cooperation. The initiative

reflects Japan’s commitment to supporting Indo-Pacific

partners in enhancing their defense capabilities amid

evolving geopolitical challenges.

The OSA framework, introduced in April 2023, enables

Japan to supply defense equipment and technology to

nations sharing strategic interests. Under this

program, Japan has already provided rescue boats and
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surveillance drones to Malaysia, making it the third

country to receive security assistance after the

Philippines and Bangladesh.

By expanding the provision of drones, Japan seeks to

bolster the self-defense capabilities of its partners,

enabling them to respond more effectively to security

threats. The move aligns with Japan’s broader regional

security strategy, emphasizing cooperation with Indo-

Pacific nations to ensure stability.

The initiative marks a proactive shift in Japan’s defense

engagement, as the country deepens security

partnerships while maintaining its commitment to

regional stability and international cooperation. [NHK]

North Korea criticizes U.S.-South Korea-

Japan alliance

(adi) North Korean leader Kim Jong Un criticized the

security partnership among Japan, South Korea, and

the United States, labeling it a severe threat to North

Korea. He pledged to further develop North Korea's

nuclear capabilities in response. [AP News]

In a speech marking the 77th anniversary of the

Korean People's Army, Kim condemned the

deployment of U.S. strategic assets and joint military

exercises with its allies. He emphasized that such

activities create a military imbalance and pose

significant challenges to North Korea's security. [KCNA]

Kim reiterated his commitment to enhancing North

Korea's nuclear forces, viewing them as essential for

countering perceived threats from the trilateral

alliance. He also expressed unwavering support for

Russia in its conflict with Ukraine, highlighting North

Korea's focus on maintaining and strengthening

alliances with Russia. [Reuters]

Kim’s assertive statements come despite U.S. President

Donald Trump’s overtures to re-engage the North

Korean leader in talks. [NDTV]

North Korea asserts nuclear are for war,

not for negotiation

(dql) In a muscular power projection, North Korea has

declared that its nuclear weapons are not for

negotiation but for combat use against perceived

threats to its sovereignty and global peace.
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A February 8 commentary of Korean Central News

Agency, North Korea's state-run news agency, on de-

nuclearization remarks of NATO and the European

Union, insisted that the country’s nuclear forces are

“the immutable ones for real war,” designed “to

promptly smash the origin of any attempt of the

hostile forces to infringe the sovereignty of the country

and the security of its people and threaten regional

peace.” [KCNA] [Reuters]

The statement came on the heels of a meeting

between U.S. President Donald Trump and Japanese

Prime Minister Shigeru Ishiba in Washington on

February 7 where both leaders reaffirmed their serious

concerns over North Korea’s nuclear and missile

programs their commitment to North Korea’s

denuclearization (see article in this edition). [The Korea

Herald]

North Korea has not directly responded to Trump’s

overtures to re-engage in dialogue with Kim Jong-un,

instead reiterating its intent to strengthen its nuclear

arsenal. [The Times of India]

Trump, who met Kim in historic summits during his

first term, stated on February 7 that he intends to

maintain relations with North Korea. His inauguration

speech on January 20 referred to North Korea as a

"nuclear power," raising speculation about whether his

administration would pursue arms reduction rather

than full denuclearization. [The New York Times]

North Korea condemns US nuclear submarine at

South Korean port 

(mm) North Korea's defence ministry has condemned

the recent arrival of a U.S. nuclear powered submarine

in South Korea, claiming Washington has ignored

Pyongyang's security concerns, and cautioning that its

military will use any means necessary to defend its

national security. [Korea Times]

A statement by an anonymous North Korean

spokesperson called the presence of a U.S. nuclear

submarine in the Korea peninsula a "clear expression

of the U.S. invariable hysteria for confrontation"

against North Korea. Pyongyang considers this a

“dangerous hostile military act” that could lead to “an

actual armed force conflict,” the statement carries by

KCNA news agency said. [KCNA]

The remarks come after the arrival USS Alexandria

attack submarine at Busan naval base on February 10
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to replenish supplies and further the allied defence

posture of the two countries.  [Reuters]

North Korea calls for UN probe into

alleged South Korean drone infiltration

(mm) North Korea has called for a United Nations (UN)

investigation into its claim that South Korean drones

invaded Pyongyang's airspace in October. North Korea

has also submitted a request to International Civil

Aviation Organization (ICAO) for a probe into the drone

infiltration, according to a South Korean government

source [Korea Joongang Daily] [Yonhap News].

South Korea has criticised North Korea for petitioning

its allegations to the UN and has called on Pyongyang

not to politicise the incident without clear evidence.

When asked about the ICAO complaint defence

ministry spokesperson Jeon Ha-Kyou said, "We do not

have any specific comments on the matter”. Both

North and South Korea are members of ICAO, the UN

agency responsible for regulating airspace

management and aircraft safety [Korea Times]

[Yonhap News].

The allegations began last October when North Korea

claimed it discovered the remains of a South Korean

military drone that allegedly was on a mission to drop

anti-north leaflets in Pyongyang. At the time South

Korea neither confirmed nor denied the claim.

[Reuters].

Recent allegations have been made that the South

Korean military flew the drones over Pyongyang under

the orders of then Defence Minister Kim Yong-hyun,

who is currently under investigation for his

involvement in the martial law declaration. Citing a

whistleblower from within the military opposition,

democratic party Rep. Park Beom-kye claims the

alleged drone infiltration may have been preparations

for President Yoon Suk Yeol's martial law decree. South

Korean defence colonel Lee Sun-joon said in a regular

briefing that the military had nothing to confirm over

this accusation [Korea Times].

Since late May 2024, North Korea has regularly

launched trash-balloons into South Korea as a

retaliation against North Korean defectors and activists

in South Korea sending balloons with leaflets criticising

the DPRK. [Korea Times]
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South Korea commits to deepening

cooperation with Africa in critical

minerals

(dql) South Korea has reaffirmed its commitment to

working with Africa nations to build long-term,

mutually beneficial partnerships in the critical minerals

sector.

The commitment was expressed at first Critical

Minerals Dialogue between South Korea and 11 African

nations held on February 5 in Cape Town, South Africa,

alongside the African Mining Indaba, the largest annual

mining investment conference in Africa.

The dialogue gathered around 100 government and

industry representatives, including ministers and vice

ministers from Algeria, The Gambia, Ivory Coast,

Lesotho, Morocco, the Republic of the Congo, Senegal,

Tanzania, Uganda, Zambia, and Zimbabwe.

South Korean participants included officials from the

Foreign Ministry, Ministry of Trade, Industry and

Energy, Korea Mine Rehabilitation and Mineral

Resources Corporation, and Korea Institute of

Geoscience and Mineral Resources, along with

companies such as POSCO International, LX

International, Samsung C&T, Hyundai Everdigm, KCC

Glass, and TKG Huchems. [The Korea Herald]

The meeting was a follow-up to last June’s inaugural

Korea-Africa Summit in Seoul during which South

Korean Ministry of Trade, Industry and Energy signed

12 Memorandums of Understanding (MOUs) in the

areas of mineral trade and investments with the

African counterparts, while President Yoon Suk-yeol

pledged to increase South Korea’s official development

assistance (ODA) fund to Africa from USD 5 billion to

USD 10 billion (see AiR No. 24, June/2024, 2).

Global backlash against South Africa's

Taiwan stance

(ce) South Africa's insistence that Taiwan relocates its

representative office from Pretoria by March 2025, a

move widely attributed to Chinese influence, has

triggered a wave of international condemnation.

Lawmakers globally have voiced their concerns, with

United States Senator Marsha Blackburn among the

most prominent critics.

Blackburn warned that South Africa could face

repercussions, including exclusion from the AGOA
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trade agreement, if it persists in aligning with China

against Taiwan. Emphasizing the importance of US

support for Taiwan against international pressure, the

senator stated on social media platform X that the US

"must not provide trade benefits to countries that

prioritize China’s influence over democratic

partnerships.”

Blackburn's consistent support for Taiwan is evident in

her advocacy for a US-Taiwan trade agreement,

promotion of cooperation in Mandarin education, and

Taiwan's participation inclusion in the Indo-Pacific

Economic Framework, as well as her sponsorship of

pro-Taiwan legislation like the Taiwan Democracy

Defense Lend-Lease Act (see AiR No. 5, February/2025,

1). [Taiwan News]

This international concern is shared by lawmakers

from other Western nations. US and UK

parliamentarians serving on foreign policy committees

have urged South Africa to reverse its relocation order,

expressing growing unease. These calls follow similar

condemnations from French lawmakers on the Taiwan-

France parliamentary friendship group, who deemed

the move a blow to democracy. South Africa's

justification, citing pressure from China, has only

fueled international disquiet.

US Representative Young Kim, a ranking member of

the House Subcommittee on Asia, the Pacific, Central

Asia and Nonproliferation, directly accused South

Africa of being manipulated by the Chinese Communist

Party (CCP). This sentiment was echoed by US

Representative Mark Green, chairman of the House

Committee on Homeland Security, who agreed with

Senator Ted Cruz's criticism of yielding to CCP

pressure. Cruz, in protest of a land appropriation bill in

South Africa, even boycotted the G20 meeting in

Johannesburg.

US Representative Chris Smith, chair of the House

Foreign Affairs Subcommittee on Africa, issued a

statement holding Pretoria accountable for reneging

on its agreement with Taiwan. He argued that South

Africa's demand, seemingly dictated by the CCP and

violating its agreement with Taiwan, sends a negative

message to the US and the democratic world. While

emphasizing the US desire for positive relations, Smith

underscored that these "negative, backsliding steps"

damage the relationship.  

Across the Atlantic, UK lawmakers joined the chorus of

disapproval. Sarah Champion, Chair of the

International Development Select Committee and

British MP, thanked South African MP Emma Powell for

exposing Beijing's "deeply disturbing bullying" of
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Taiwan. David Alton, a member of the House of Lords

and chair of the UK Parliament Joint Committee on

Human Rights, shared Champion's post, adding a

quote by Nelson Mandela on standing up to

oppressors, further highlighting the international

concern over South Africa's alignment with China on

the Taiwan issue. [Taipei Times]

United States pledges support deeper ties

between Taiwan and Guatemala

(ce) The United States is doubling down on its support

for Taiwan's relationship with Guatemala, emphasizing

a commitment that goes beyond mere diplomacy.

During a joint press conference on February 5, United

States Secretary of State Marco Rubio and Guatemalan

President Bernardo Arévalo discussed key regional

issues, including countering China's growing influence,

security concerns, and - crucially - strengthening

Guatemala's ties with Taiwan. [Department of State,

USA]

Arévalo, who took office in January 2024, reaffirmed

his commitment to expanding bilateral cooperation,

particularly in trade and investment. Rubio, for his

part, highlighted the US's intention to deepen the

Taiwan-Guatemala relationship through expanded

economic, investment, and trade partnerships, making

it clear that US support extends beyond diplomatic

gestures to include concrete economic and security

cooperation. [Taiwan News]

Taiwanese President Lai Ching-te took to social media

platform X to express his appreciation for the

"continued joint efforts to bolster trade and

investment," recognizing their importance in fostering

economic prosperity and strengthening the trilateral

relationship. [Lai Ching-te, X]

Guatemala remains one of Taiwan's 11 remaining

diplomatic allies, a relationship that is all the more

significant given Beijing's persistent efforts to sway

allegiances.

U.S. lawmakers, Taiwanese officials

challenging "One China" Policy

(ce) A growing chorus of voices, from United States

lawmakers to Taiwanese officials, is challenging the

long-standing "one China" policy and advocating for

greater international recognition and participation for
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Taiwan. This push is gaining momentum, fueled by

concerns over China's increasing assertiveness in the

region and a desire to strengthen democratic

partnerships.

In recent developments highlighting this trend, a

bipartisan resolution recently reintroduced in the US

House of Representatives calls for a significant shift in

US policy toward Taiwan, including ending the "one

China" policy, resuming formal diplomatic relations,

and negotiating a bilateral free trade agreement.

Backed by 22 Republicans, the resolution reflects the

long-held views of Representatives Tom Tiffany and

Scott Perry, who have consistently advocated for

stronger US ties with Taiwan and previously supported

its UN membership. They argue that the "one China"

policy is obsolete and no longer reflects Taiwan's

independent status. The resolution also urges US

officials to champion Taiwan's UN membership and

commends Taiwan's commitment to democracy and

human rights, recalling the severing of formal US-

Taiwan relations in 1979. [Taipei Times 1]

This growing push for policy change comes as Trump

has taken a notably different approach to Taiwan

compared to his predecessors. In a joint statement

following his meeting with Japanese Prime Minister

Shigeru Ishiba on 7 February, both leaders reaffirmed

the importance of peace and stability in the Taiwan

Strait and expressed support for Taiwan’s meaningful

participation in international organizations.

However, Trump has avoided directly addressing the

"one China" policy for over a year, a stark contrast to

Joe Biden and Kamala Harris, who consistently

reiterated the policy during their tenure. National

Taiwan University Associate Professor Chen Shih-min

suggests that Trump’s approach is more strategic than

ideological, possibly using the policy as a bargaining

chip in negotiations with China rather than adhering to

inherited frameworks. While some Republican

lawmakers have openly called for abandoning the

policy and establishing formal diplomatic ties with

Taiwan, Trump has remained largely silent, even

avoiding the issue during conversations with Chinese

President Xi Jinping.  [Taipei Times 2]

Meanwhile, Taiwan’s Ministry of Foreign Affairs (MOFA)

strongly condemned a joint statement issued by China

and Brunei asserting that Taiwan is part of Chinese

territory. MOFA reaffirmed Taiwan’s sovereignty,

rejecting any claims that undermine its independence

and emphasizing that the Republic of China has never

been ruled by the People’s Republic of China. The

condemnation follows Brunei’s Sultan Hassanal

Bolkiah’s visit to Beijing, where Brunei reaffirmed its
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adherence to the "one China" policy and endorsed

China’s territorial claims over Taiwan. [Ministry of

Foreign Affairs, Taiwan, in Chinese] [Taipei Times 3]

World Bank sanctions on RIMES will not

impact Bhutan’s funding

(lm) The World Bank has imposed an 18-month

conditional non-debarment on the Regional Integrated

Multi-Hazard Early Warning System (RIMES) due to

contractual breaches in Bhutan’s Hydromet Services

and Disaster Resilience Regional Project. However,

Finance Minister Lekey Dorji assured that the sanctions

will not affect Bhutan’s access to World Bank funding,

as they are directed at RIMES rather than Bhutan’s

implementing agencies.

The sanctions, effective since January 16, 2024, were

imposed after RIMES replaced a key expert without

prior approval and inflated salaries during the project’s

implementation. RIMES, an intergovernmental

organization established after the 2004 Indian Ocean

tsunami, provides disaster risk management and early

warning services to 22 member states, including

Bhutan.

Despite the sanctions, Bhutan has continued to secure

climate resilience funding. On December 11, 2024,

Bhutan signed a USD 40 million Bhutan Climate and

Disaster Resilience Development Policy Financing

agreement with the World Bank, consisting of a USD 20

million credit facility and a USD 20 million grant. The

funding aims to enhance Bhutan’s technical and

institutional capacity to manage climate risks, natural

disasters, and disease outbreaks, while ensuring

liquidity for disaster response.

Bhutan’s Hydromet Services and Disaster Resilience

Regional Project, implemented between 2016 and

2021, was funded through a USD 2.69 million World

Bank trust-funded grant. The project focused on

strengthening Bhutan’s capacity to monitor weather

patterns, predict natural disasters, and improve

resilience against climate-related hazards such as

floods and landslides. [Kuensel]

Bhutan and FAO strengthen collaboration

on food security and agritech

(lm) Bhutan and the Food and Agriculture Organization

(FAO) have deepened their partnership to enhance
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food security and agribusiness. During his visit, FAO

Director-General Dr. QU Dongyu handed over

advanced tissue culture equipment to the National

Seed Centre (NSC) to improve disease-free seed

production.

FAO also launched two key initiatives: the "One Child,

One Egg" program to combat child malnutrition and

the Bhutan AgriSustain Fund to support sustainable

farming.

The visit reinforced FAO’s long-term support for

Bhutan’s agricultural sector, which has received USD

35 million in funding, focusing on climate-resilient

agriculture, market access, and rural development.

[Kuensel]

Thailand to host BIMSTEC Summit in April

(hjn) Thailand's Foreign Ministry has announced that

the country will host the Bay of Bengal Initiative for

Multi-Sectoral Technical and Economic Cooperation

(BIMSTEC) summit from April 2-4. The summit,

originally scheduled for the previous year, was

postponed when Thailand was under a caretaker

government. BIMSTEC comprises seven member

countries: Bangladesh, Bhutan, India, Myanmar, Nepal,

Sri Lanka, and Thailand. The leaders of these nations

convene biennially to discuss and enhance regional

cooperation across multiple sectors. [Reuters]

In the lead-up to the summit, several preparatory

meetings have taken place. On January 28, Bangkok

hosted a Special Meeting of the BIMSTEC Permanent

Working Committee, focusing on organizational

matters and the summit's agenda. Earlier, on January

23, a Capacity Building Program on Cross-border

Paperless Trade and Digital Trade Facilitation was held,

aiming to streamline trade processes among member

states.

A significant outcome anticipated from the upcoming

summit is the adoption of the "Bangkok Vision 2030,"

an overarching document designed to guide BIMSTEC's

future direction and enhance regional cooperation.

Additionally, the BIMSTEC Youth Summit 2025 is

scheduled to take place in Gandhinagar, Gujarat,

centered around the theme "Youth as a Bridge for

Intra-BIMSTEC Exchange." This event aims to harness

the collective energy of young leaders to advance the

region's shared goals and contribute to achieving the

United Nations' Sustainable Development Goals by

2030. [Press Information Bureau]
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IMF assesses Pakistan’s governance and

corruption vulnerabilities amid economic

reforms

(sn) An International Monetary Fund (IMF) team is

conducting a Governance and Corruption Diagnostic

Assessment (GCDA) in Pakistan, examining judicial and

regulatory systems as part of broader efforts to

address structural inefficiencies and corruption. The

assessment, part of Pakistan’s commitment to

institutional reforms made in October 2024, will focus

on six key sectors: central bank governance, financial

sector oversight, fiscal governance, rule of law, market

regulation, and Anti-Money Laundering and Counter-

Terrorism Financing (AML-CFT).

The Pakistan Ministry of Finance clarified that the IMF’s

visit is unrelated to the ongoing USD 7 billion Extended

Fund Facility (EFF), approved in September 2024.

However, a separate IMF team will review Pakistan’s

economic progress under this program in March 2025.

IMF representatives are engaging with several key

institutions, including the State Bank of Pakistan, the

Securities and Exchange Commission of Pakistan, the

Federal Board of Revenue, the Election Commission of

Pakistan, and the Ministry of Law and Justice. Their

report, set for publication in July 2025, will provide

recommendations for improving governance and

addressing corruption vulnerabilities to strengthen

Pakistan’s long-term economic stability.

This assessment comes amid controversy over the

26th constitutional amendment, which grants

parliament greater influence over judicial

appointments. Protests by lawyer groups and

opposition parties against the amendment have raised

speculation that the IMF was evaluating Pakistan’s

judiciary. However, government officials have

dismissed such claims, emphasizing that the IMF’s

assessment is focused solely on governance and anti-

corruption reforms. [Arab News] [Business Standard]

Pakistan strongly condemns Trump’s Gaza

resettlement plan, intensifies diplomatic

efforts

(afk/mra) Pakistan has strongly condemned U.S.

President Donald Trump’s proposal to relocate

Palestinians from Gaza to Egypt and Jordan, describing

it as unjust and deeply troubling. Islamabad reiterated
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its commitment to a two-state solution based on pre-

1967 borders, with Al-Quds Al-Sharif as the capital of

an independent Palestinian state. The government also

denounced Israeli ceasefire violations, calling on the

international community to hold Israel accountable

and ensure unrestricted humanitarian access to Gaza.

[DAWN 1] [The Express Tribune]

The controversy follows Trump’s joint announcement

with Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu, in

which he suggested resettling Palestinians and turning

Gaza into the "Riviera of the Middle East." The proposal

has sparked global backlash, with Arab nations

rejecting it and insisting on a Palestinian state.

Although U.S. Secretary of State Marco Rubio later

suggested that the relocation might be temporary,

Trump had previously framed it as a permanent

solution. [DAWN 2]

Meanwhile, Pakistani Foreign Minister Ishaq Dar has

engaged in high-level diplomatic discussions with Iran,

Egypt, and Malaysia, coordinating efforts to oppose the

resettlement plan and support Palestinian self-

determination. Dar backed Iran’s call for an

Extraordinary OIC Foreign Ministers' meeting to

discuss the crisis and reaffirmed Pakistan’s unwavering

support for Palestinian rights. These efforts align with

Egypt’s planned February 27 summit, where Arab

nations will deliberate on the worsening humanitarian

situation in Gaza. [Arab News 1] [Ministry of Foreign

Affairs, Pakistan]

Separately, reports suggesting that Pakistan would

host released Palestinian prisoners remain

unconfirmed. Earlier, a Hamas spokesperson had

claimed that Islamabad had agreed to host 15

Palestinian detainees freed by Israel. However,

Pakistan has not confirmed any such decision. [Arab

News 2]

UN urges Pakistan to reconsider Afghan

relocation policy amid aid suspension

concerns

(sn/mra) The United Nations Refugee Agency (UNHCR)

and the International Organization for Migration (IOM)

have urged Pakistan to reconsider its directive

requiring Afghan nationals to leave Islamabad and

Rawalpindi or face deportation, emphasizing that

forced returns could put individuals at risk. The

agencies called on Pakistan to implement policies that

uphold human rights standards and ensure proper

screening and registration mechanisms for Afghan

refugees. [Arab News]
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Pakistan introduced No Objection Certificates (NOCs)

in 2024 for Afghan residents in the capital, citing

security concerns, particularly after some allegedly

participated in protests organized by former Prime

Minister Imran Khan’s Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI)

party. Officials have also accused Afghan nationals of

links to militant groups, an assertion that Afghanistan’s

Taliban-led government denies, arguing that Afghan

refugees are being scapegoated for Pakistan’s security

challenges.

Pakistan launched a nationwide deportation drive in

late 2023, warning that around 20,000 Afghan refugees

could face resettlement if their cases remain

unprocessed. Since January 1, over 800 Afghan

nationals have been arrested or deported from

Islamabad and Rawalpindi, prompting concerns from

humanitarian organizations. A March 31 deportation

deadline has been set for undocumented Afghans.

A UNHCR-issued non-return advisory has been in place

since 2021, calling for the suspension of forced

repatriations. However, options for Afghan refugees

remain limited, particularly after the United States

suspended its Refugee Admissions Program in January

2025, which previously facilitated Afghan resettlement.

In related updates, the recent suspension of USD 308

million in U.S. foreign assistance is expected to impact

1.7 million people in Pakistan, including 1.2 million

Afghan refugees. The aid freeze will result in the

closure of over 60 health facilities, depriving vulnerable

populations of sexual and reproductive health services.

Pio Smith, UNFPA’s Asia-Pacific Regional Director,

warned that without this support, Afghanistan could

see an additional 1,200 maternal deaths and 109,000

unintended pregnancies between 2025 and 2028. The

United Nations Population Fund (UNFPA) has halted

U.S.-funded services critical for women and girls in

crisis-affected areas across South Asia.

The United States, traditionally the largest global

provider of development assistance, paused aid as

part of a review of its foreign policy objectives. In

response, UNFPA has launched an urgent appeal for

USD 308 million to sustain essential services. [DAWN]

Pakistan Navy hosts ‘Aman 2025’

multinational naval exercise

(afk) Pakistan recently hosted the ninth edition of its

multinational naval exercise, AMAN-25, in Karachi,

bringing together over 60 countries in a demonstration
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of international maritime cooperation. Held every two

years since 2007 under the theme "Together for

Peace," the exercise aims to strengthen naval security,

enhance joint operational capabilities, and foster

global collaboration in safeguarding international

waters. [Arab News 1] [The Express Tribune] [Defense

Turkey]

A key addition this year was the AMAN Dialogue, a

strategic discussion platform that brings together

naval chiefs and maritime security experts, themed

“Secure Seas, Prosperous Future,” which aims to

address pressing security challenges in the Indian

Ocean. The dialogue will cover topics such as piracy,

narcotics trafficking, non-state actors, resource

exploitation, climate change, artificial intelligence,

unmanned systems, and the blue economy. Chiefs of

navies, coast guards, and defense forces from multiple

countries are expected to participate in high-level

discussions.

Saudi Arabia, a key participant, has expressed pride in

joining AMAN-25, with the Royal Saudi Navy deploying

two warships, HMS Jazan and HMS Hail. Saudi military

attaché Brigadier (Staff) Bander Hamad S. Al-Hokubani

stated that the Kingdom remains committed to

maritime security and looks forward to strengthening

ties with all participating nations. The Saudi delegation

also took part in the inaugural AMAN Dialogue. [Arab

News 2]

Pakistan’s Planning Minister, Ahsan Iqbal, concluded

the exercise with an address, stating that the Indian

Ocean should serve as a “center of opportunities” and

not as a crossroad for conflict. The Indian Ocean has

been subject to geopolitical conflict between significant

state actors, including the US, China, and India, ranging

from oil markets to economic, political, and military

factors. [Arab News 3]  

Pakistan calls for increased climate

funding, highlights ‘cruel paradox’ of

emissions and impact

(lm) Pakistan’s Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif has

urged the international community to provide more

flexible and grants-based financial assistance to help

developing nations like Pakistan build climate

resilience. Speaking via video message at the Breathe

Pakistan International Climate Change Conference in

Islamabad, Sharif underscored the disproportionate

impact of climate change on Pakistan, despite the

country contributing less than 1 percent of global

emissions.
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Pakistan has faced extreme weather events, including

droughts, heatwaves, glacial melt, and devastating

floods, all exacerbated by climate change. Sharif

recalled the 2022 floods, which left one-third of the

country underwater, displaced 33 million people, and

claimed 1,700 lives. He emphasized that without global

support, Pakistan’s path to climate adaptation and

sustainable development remains uncertain. [Arab

News]

IAEA chief Grossi to scheduled to visit

Pakistan for nuclear cooperation talks

(lm) Rafael Mariano Grossi, Director General of the

International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA), was set to

visit Pakistan this week to meet key political leaders,

participate in seminars, and visit nuclear power

facilities.

Grossi will hold talks with Prime Minister Shehbaz

Sharif and Deputy Prime Minister Ishaq Dar and attend

discussions at the Pakistan Nuclear Regulatory

Authority and the National University of Sciences and

Technology. His itinerary also includes visits to Anmol

Hospital in Lahore and the Chashma Nuclear Power

Generating Stations, located 250 kilometers south of

Islamabad.

Pakistan, a founding member of the IAEA since 1957,

was elected to the IAEA board of governors for a two-

year term in 2024, marking its 21st term on the board.

The visit highlights Pakistan’s collaboration with the

IAEA on peaceful nuclear technology applications in

climate change, agriculture, water management,

medicine, and nuclear safety.

Pakistan operates six nuclear reactors across two sites,

contributing 10 percent of the country's total electricity

and nearly a quarter of its low-carbon energy output.

[Arab News]

Pakistan dispatches 23rd relief

consignment to Palestine, Lebanon, and

Syria

(mra) The National Disaster Management Authority

(NDMA), in collaboration with the Al-Khidmat

Foundation, sent its 23rd relief consignment to

support war-affected individuals in Palestine, Lebanon,

and Syria. The shipment, weighing 50 tons, included

essential items such as tinned meat, powdered milk,
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hygiene kits, clothing, blankets, tents, and sleeping

bags. A chartered flight transported the aid from

Karachi to Jordan, from where it will be distributed to

the affected regions.

This latest consignment brings the total relief

assistance provided by Pakistan to 1,803 tons,

distributed as follows: 1,320 tons to Palestine, 372 tons

to Lebanon, and 111 tons to Syria. [DAWN [Arab News]

UNESCO secures GPE grant to boost early

childhood education and primary

education in Pakistani province

(mra) UNESCO has secured a USD 1.331 million System

Capacity Grant (SCG) from the Global Partnership for

Education (GPE) to improve Early Childhood Education

(ECE) and primary education in Balochistan. The

initiative aligns with the Government of Balochistan’s

education reform priorities outlined in the Balochistan

Partnership Compact (2024-2028), focusing on

equitable learning, gender-responsive policies, and

increased investment in education. [UNESCO]

FIFA suspends Pakistan Football

Federation over governance dispute

(lm) FIFA, the international self-regulatory governing

body of association football, beach soccer, and futsal,

has suspended the Pakistan Football Federation (PFF)

with immediate effect after the recently elected PFF

Congress rejected constitutional amendments

proposed by FIFA and the Asian Football Confederation

(AFC). This marks the third suspension of Pakistan by

FIFA since 2017 due to governance issues and external

interference.

According to FIFA, the PFF failed to adopt necessary

constitutional revisions to ensure fair and democratic

elections, violating the normalization process set by

the governing body. The suspension will remain in

place until the PFF Congress approves FIFA's proposed

constitutional changes.

Pakistan’s football governance has been in turmoil

since 2015, with repeated third-party interference

leading to FIFA-imposed sanctions. The last

suspension, imposed in 2021, was lifted in June 2022

after FIFA’s normalization committee, led by Haroon

Malik, regained control of PFF operations. A previous

https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-strfdk-l-dtu/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-strfdk-l-dil/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-strfdk-l-dir/


2017 suspension also stemmed from government

interference in football affairs.

The latest decision once again isolates Pakistan’s

national and club teams from international

competitions, further stalling the country’s struggling

football development. [Arab News 1]

In a related development, Pakistan will remain on the

World Anti-Doping Agency (WADA)’s watchlist as it

disputes the allegations of non-compliance that led to

its inclusion. Pakistan’s Olympic committee has

informed WADA of its intention to challenge the

accusations and the proposed consequences, which

could include sanctions. The case will be referred to

the Court of Arbitration for Sport for further review,

with no penalties imposed until the court reaches a

decision. Pakistan, along with Uganda, was added to

the watchlist in September 2024 for failing to meet

specific requirements outlined by WADA’s anti-doping

code. [Arab News 2]

Indonesia pushes for adaptive UN

peacekeeping missions

(gk) In his opening remarks at the United Nations (UN)

Peacekeeping Ministerial Preparatory Meeting, held at

the Indonesian Military Forces’ (TNI) Peacekeeping

Mission Center in Sentul, West Java, Indonesian

Foreign Minister Sugiono called for deeper discussions

on the future of more adaptive UN peacekeeping

missions, particularly in response to rapidly evolving

ground situations.

He emphasized the need to identify essential

capabilities, including well-trained personnel,

advanced technology, and adequate financial

resources. [Ministry of Foreign Affairs of The Republic

of Indonesia, in Indonesian] [Antara]

Indonesia to remain committed to

handling climate change under Paris

Agreement

(gk) During a working meeting with the House of

Representatives, Minister of Environment Hanif

Nurofiq informed that Indonesia will continue to deal

with climate change, despite the withdrawal of United

States from the Paris Agreement under Donald

Trump’s leadership.
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Referring to President Prabowo Subianto’s statement

at the G20 Summit in Brazil in November 2024, Nurofiq

affirmed that his government is taking steps to tackle

climate change through programs carried out by his

ministry. [Antara]

This statement comes in contrast to that made by

Indonesia’s Presidential Envoy for Climate Change and

Energy, Hashim Djojohadikusumo, who stated that

Indonesia sees no relevance in the Paris Agreement

following the United States' withdrawal. He made this

comment at the ESG Sustainable Forum 2025 in Jakarta

on January 31 (see AiR, No. 5, February/2025, 1).

Indonesian Foreign Minister Sugiono

meets EU-ASEAN Business Council

(gk) On February 6, Indonesian Foreign Minister

Sugiono met with the EU-ASEAN Business Council (EU-

ABC) to discuss strengthening public-private

partnerships between Indonesia, ASEAN, and the EU.

He emphasized the government's commitment to

facilitating cooperation in key areas such as

investment, trade, energy, food security, and human

resource development.

The minister also highlighted the importance of

partnerships in improving welfare and eradicating

poverty. He invited the EU-ABC to enhance economic

and investment activities in Indonesia. [Ministry of

Foreign Affairs of The Republic of Indonesia , in

Indonesian]

Indonesia denies discussions with Hamas

on hosting freed Palestinian prisoners

(aar) The Indonesian foreign ministry has denied

reports of any discussions with Hamas to host

Palestinian prisoners released by Israel as part of a

recent ceasefire agreement. The ministry clarified that

Indonesia has not engaged in diplomatic

communication with Hamas on this matter,

emphasizing that it only communicates officially with

the Palestinian National Authority.

Reports had claimed that Hamas was negotiating with

several countries, including Indonesia, to

accommodate the released prisoners. While countries

like Turkey, Qatar, Pakistan, and Malaysia reportedly

agreed, Indonesia and Algeria were said to still be in

discussions.
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The ceasefire agreement includes provisions for

releasing hostages and prisoners and outlines a

phased withdrawal of Israeli forces from Gaza, aiming

for a long-term resolution. [Ministry of Foreign Affairs,

Indonesia, in Indonesian] [Jakarta Globe] [Antara]

[Tempo]

ASEAN to launch Community Vision 2045

at May Summit

(ga) ASEAN will unveil its Community Vision 2045 and

four Strategic Plans at the 46th ASEAN Summit on 26-

27 May, aiming to chart the region's development over

the next two decades.

Malaysian Foreign Minister Mohamad Hasan, speaking

during the Minister’s Question Time in the Parliament

on February 6, stated that the Strategic Plans will focus

on Political-Security, Economy, Socio-Culture, and

Connectivity. Two of the plans, covering security and

socio-cultural matters, have been finalized, while the

remaining plans are nearing completion, with progress

between 85 to 99 percent.

As the vision's permanent steward and the ASEAN

Chair in 2025, Malaysia has outlined priorities to

promote peace, stability, and prosperity in the face of

global geopolitical challenges. Key objectives include

boosting intra-ASEAN trade and investment, fostering

economic ties beyond the region, and addressing

development gaps and climate change impacts.

Mohamad emphasized ASEAN's potential to become

the world's fourth-largest economy by 2030,

reaffirming Malaysia's commitment to maintaining

ASEAN's cohesion and stability as a significant global

economic and political force. [Bernama]

Earlier last week, the Philippines hosted the 21st High-

Level Task Force Meeting on the ASEAN Community

Vision 2045 (HLTF-ACV) from February 4 to 7, co-

chaired by the Philippines and Malaysia.

The meeting finalized the ASEAN Political-Security

Community (APSC) Strategic Plan and reviewed the

development of strategic plans for other pillars,

including the Economic and Socio-Cultural

Communities, as well as Connectivity. These plans will

be formalized at the 46th ASEAN Summit in Kuala

Lumpur.

The meeting further centered on creating monitoring

tools to assess the impact of these strategies and

drafting a communication plan to raise public
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awareness about the ASEAN Community Vision 2045.

The compendium will consist of the Kuala Lumpur

Declaration and the four strategic plans that outline

ASEAN’s goals for becoming a dynamic, innovative, and

people-centered community.  [Department of Foreign

Affairs, The Philippines]

Malaysia leads efforts in advancing Timor-

Leste’s full ASEAN accession

(tl) Malaysia is actively spearheading efforts to

integrate Timor-Leste as a full-fledged member of the

Association of the Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) by

contributing around USD 200,000 in total to organizing

the Timor-Leste Unit at the ASEAN Secretariat in

Jakarta, Indonesia.

According to Foreign Minister Mohamad Hasan,

Malaysia has been actively guiding Timor-Lester’s

accession through the ASEAN membership roadmap

by ensuring it meets the requirements and smoothly

integrates into the regional bloc with a gradual

fulfillment of all 88 ASEAN legal instruments and

agreements. [Bernama]

During the ASEAN Defense Ministers’ Meeting (ADMM)

Retreat in Vientiane, the Lao People’s Democratic

Republic last year, Malaysia proposed easing the

membership requirements for Timor-Leste, suggesting

that the country should meet 20 percent to 30 percent

of the total criteria initially, with a grace period to

gradually fulfill the requirements. Mohamad also

added that this proposal has been accepted by ASEAN

member states. [The Star] [Bernama]

Timor-Leste has been formally seeking ASEAN

membership since 2011 and ASEAN granted its

observer status in 2022, allowing the country to

participate in meetings while working towards full

integration. The renewed push for Timor-Lester’s

ASEAN membership rocketed in early 2025, coinciding

with Malaysia’s leadership role in ASEAN. Malaysia has

been hosting high-level diplomatic engagement with

ASEAN partners to discuss regional security, economic

cooperation, and strategic expansion, including Timor-

Leste’s inclusion in ASEAN. [The Star]

40th AICHR Meeting and retreat set for

Langkawi, Malaysia
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(ga) The 40th ASEAN Intergovernmental Commission

on Human Rights (AICHR) Retreat and Meeting will be

held in Langkawi, Malaysia, from February 11 to 14.

This marks the first AICHR session led by Edmund Bon

Tai Soon, Malaysia's Representative to AICHR and Chair

of AICHR 2025.

Key agenda items include the rights of conflict victims

and survivors, peacebuilding initiatives, and proposed

ASEAN declarations on environmental rights, inclusive

growth, sustainable development, and the right to

development. Representatives from all ASEAN Member

States, along with an observer from Timor-Leste, will

participate.

As Chair of ASEAN and AICHR for 2025, Malaysia will

present priority areas aligned with the "Inclusivity and

Sustainability" theme, focusing on peace,

development, business and human rights,

environmental protection, and climate change. The

discussions aim to enhance AICHR’s transition toward

a more protection-centric body, improve transparency

and accountability, and strengthen collaboration with

ASEAN bodies, dialogue partners, and civil society.

A Transition Workshop on February 10 preceded the

meeting, facilitating a smooth handover between

outgoing and incoming AICHR Representatives. The

workshop reviewed past initiatives, shared best

practices, aligned future strategies, and engaged civil

society to incorporate diverse perspectives into AICHR

deliberations. [Ministry of Foreign Affairs Malaysia]

ASEAN Special Envoy meets with

representatives from Myanmar rebel

groups

(hw) ASEAN’s Special Envoy to Myanmar, Tan Sri

Othman Hashim, met with representatives of

Myanmar’s rebel groups, including the National Unity

Government (NUG) and the Karen National Union

(KNU), in Bangkok on February 7 and 8.

The meeting is part of Malaysia’s efforts, as the current

ASEAN chair, to engage with various stakeholders in

the Myanmar conflict and develop a roadmap for

resolving the crisis, starting in April. Participants

included the NUG and the coalition known as K3C,

which comprises the KNU, the Karenni National

Progressive Party (KNPP), and the Chin National Front

(CNF).

NUG’s Vice-minister of Foreign Affairs Moe Zaw

explained that the NUG will release the details of the
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meeting when it thinks is suitable, while the K3C is

silent about the meeting. [Radio Free Asia, in Burmese]

However, according to sources close to the groups, the

stakeholders discussed the cessation of hostilities,

provision of humanitarian aids through the border,

and the importance of all inclusive dialogue. [Voice of

America, in Burmese]

Before the meeting, Hashim traveled to Naypyidaw on

February 6 to meet with the junta’s Minister of Foreign

Affairs, Than Swe. According to sources, the special

envoy requested the junta to initiate the ceasefire.

[BBC News, in Burmese] [Voice of America, in

Burmese]

Tensions between US and China rise over

Beijing’s espionage concerns in the

Philippines

(lm/jto) Amid growing tensions over espionage

concerns, the Chinese Embassy in Manila has rejected

United States allegations regarding Chinese

intelligence operations in the Philippines. The

embassy’s statement comes after a U.S. Embassy

personnel in Manila allegedly refused to have a photo

of his passport taken during a traffic stop, claiming it

could be sent to “Chinese spies”. China called the

accusation “baseless” and labeled the U.S. personnel’s

actions as arrogant. [Inquirer.net]

The diplomatic row follows the recent arrests of five

Chinese nationals in the Philippines for alleged

espionage activities, which included using LiDAR

technology to map U.S.-Philippines military bases and

critical infrastructure. Philippine authorities also

arrested Chinese national Deng Yuanqing and two

Filipino accomplices for conducting surveillance on

military sites, power plants, and the Malampaya gas

field. Officials suspect that intelligence gathered could

be used for military targeting or sabotage. [FDD]

These incidents have reinforced growing concerns

about Chinese intelligence activities in the Philippines,

with the National Security Council warning that Beijing

may have “extensive operations” targeting the

country’s security infrastructure. In response,

Philippine lawmakers are pushing for amendments to

the outdated Espionage Act, which currently applies

only in wartime and imposes relatively light penalties.

Proposed revisions include expanding the law to cover

peacetime espionage and imposing heftier fines and

life imprisonment for convicted spies. [The Straits

Times]
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The alleged Chinese espionage efforts extend beyond

LiDAR mapping. Officials have documented at least five

underwater drones suspected to be Chinese-made,

found in different parts of the Philippines in 2024.

Additionally, in late January, authorities arrested two

Chinese nationals in Palawan for allegedly filming

Philippine Coast Guard ships, later discovering photos

of military camps and equipment on their devices.

Another high-profile case is that of Alice Guo, a former

mayor accused of being a Chinese spy and crime boss,

allegedly linked to the now-banned Philippine offshore

gaming operators (POGOs), which were shut down in

July 2024 due to criminal syndicate involvement.

Investigations into Pogo hubs have uncovered

suspected Chinese military uniforms and espionage

equipment, prompting the Armed Forces of the

Philippines (AFP) to examine broader links to Beijing.

Meanwhile, the US has reaffirmed its commitment to

its 1951 Mutual Defense Treaty with the Philippines. US

Defense Secretary Pete Hegseth spoke with Philippine

Defense Secretary Gilberto Teodoro Jr. on February 5,

emphasizing Washington's "ironclad" commitment to

strengthening deterrence in the South China Sea.

The reaffirmation came after a joint maritime drill

involving the Philippines, Japan, Australia, and the US

in the Philippines' exclusive economic zone. The US has

made clear its support for the Philippines in countering

China's claims over the South China Sea, which Beijing

continues to defend as legitimate under international

law. The tensions in the region were further

highlighted by a statement from US State Secretary

Marco Rubio, criticizing China's actions in the South

China Sea as "dangerous and destabilizing."  [Bangkok

Post]

Taiwan’s investments in Singapore

surpass those in China

(vsq) Taiwan’s investments in Singapore have

surpassed those in China for the first time in decades,

as Taiwanese companies seek to diversify operations

away from China due to geopolitical tensions and

global supply chain shifts. In 2024, Taiwanese

investments in Singapore reached USD 5.81 billion,

while investments in China totaled USD 3.65 billion.

This marks a significant change from 2010 when China

was the leading recipient of Taiwanese foreign direct

investments, accounting for 84 percent. In contrast,

this figure dropped to only 8 percent in 2024.
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Singapore has become a key investment hub for

Taiwan, particularly in the high-tech sector. Notably,

Taiwanese chipmaker United Microelectronics

Corporation (UMC) is set to begin production at a new

USD 5 billion fabrication plant in Singapore in 2026.

The country’s strategic location, political stability,

skilled workforce, and strong legal framework make it

an attractive base for Taiwanese businesses,

particularly in finance and semiconductor industries.

Additionally, Taiwan’s ultra-wealthy individuals are

increasingly turning to Singapore for family offices to

protect their wealth.

The trend of Taiwanese investment in Singapore is part

of a broader strategy known as "China plus one,"

where companies maintain a presence in China while

diversifying into other markets. The shift has been

further prompted by the ongoing trade tensions

between the US and China, and the unpredictable

political environment in the region. [The Straits Times]

Singapore reaffirms support for

Palestinian right to a homeland

(lm) Singapore’s Ministry of Foreign Affairs (MFA) has

reiterated the country’s longstanding support for the

Palestinian people's right to a homeland, emphasizing

the need for a negotiated two-state solution in line

with United Nations Security Council resolutions.

MFA's statement follows Foreign Minister Vivian

Balakrishnan’s remarks in Parliament on February 4,

where he reaffirmed Singapore’s commitment to a

“comprehensive, just, and durable” resolution to the

Israel-Palestine conflict. Singapore will continue

working with the Palestinian Authority through its

Enhanced Technical Assistance Package to support

administrative and reconstruction efforts.

The statement comes amid global backlash against

U.S. President Donald Trump’s proposal to "take over"

Gaza, resettle Palestinians in other countries, and

remodel the territory. The United Nations and several

countries, including Malaysia and Indonesia, have

condemned the plan, warning against potential ethnic

cleansing and violations of international law.

Singapore also announced it will send a seventh

tranche of humanitarian aid to Gaza, including medical

supplies and essential goods. [The Straits Times]
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UNICEF warns of severe air pollution

impact on children in East Asia and the

Pacific

(lm) UNICEF has raised concerns over the severe health

impacts of air pollution on children across East Asia

and the Pacific, warning that toxic air is responsible for

approximately 100 deaths of children under five each

day in the region. The United Nations agency

presented its findings at a press briefing in Bangkok,

emphasizing that 500 million children in the region

regularly breathe harmful air.

The agency highlighted that pollution is the second

leading cause of child mortality under five years old,

after malnutrition, with PM2.5—the most harmful

airborne pollutant—posing a major risk. UNICEF policy

specialist Nicholas Rees stated that pollution

disproportionately affects infants, with many not

surviving their first birthday due to respiratory

illnesses and related complications.

Thailand, particularly Bangkok, has been severely

impacted, with the capital recently ranked as the

fourth worst city in the world for air quality, according

to IQAir data. The Bangkok Metropolitan

Administration has temporarily closed schools to

mitigate exposure, but UNICEF officials warn that such

measures disrupt children's education and well-being.

UNICEF also stressed that not a single country in East

Asia and the Pacific meets the World Health

Organization (WHO) guidelines for safe PM2.5 levels,

with 325 million children living in areas where air

pollution exceeds safety standards by five times or

more. Given children's developing lungs and higher

breathing rates compared to adults, the agency called

for urgent policy interventions to reduce air pollution

exposure. [Bangkok Post]

Former Thai premier Thaksin to work on

ASEAN’s approach to Myanmar and

cryptocurrency

(msz) Former Thai Prime Minister Thaksin Shinawatra

announced on February 7 that he had been tasked

with contributing to ASEAN’s strategy on the Myanmar

conflict and the potential adoption of cryptocurrency

within the regional bloc. Thaksin, widely seen as the de

facto leader of Thailand’s ruling Pheu Thai Party and

the father of current Prime Minister Paetongtarn

Shinawatra, recently discussed these issues with

Malaysian Prime Minister Anwar Ibrahim. Anwar,
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serving as the current ASEAN chair, sought Thaksin’s

counsel on both topics in his capacity as a personal

advisor.

Regarding Myanmar, Thaksin said that he would hold

informal talks with ASEAN leaders for the conflict

resolution. According to Thaksin, the ongoing fighting

in Myanmar between junta and resistance forces is

being partially funded with money gained from the

illegal businesses, such as scam call centers. He added

that the current crackdown on illegal activities and the

cutting of electricity, petrol supplies and internet

services in scam hubs in border towns will help to cut

the funding. He warned that ASEAN's inability to

resolve the conflict will harm the bloc’s status and

credibility in the international community adding that

Anwar did not want any ASEAN member to have an

“unusual” governing system.

As for the ASEAN’s adoption of cryptocurrency, Thaksin

said that the regional grouping should pay attention to

the matter spearheaded by Thailand, Indonesia and

Malaysia, the countries with the most potential for

such initiation and adoption. He stressed that the

ASEAN countries should adopt cryptocurrencies not to

be left behind pointing to US President Donald Trump’s

support for Bitcoin and other digital currencies.

[Bangkok Post] [Thai PBS World]

Thai power cuts to Myanmar border

towns disrupt crime networks but spark

protests

(hrs/bk/nf/ht) The Thai government has implemented

power, fuel, and internet cuts to key border towns, in

an effort to disrupt Chinese-led call-center scam

networks that have been operating in these regions.

These networks, which have trafficked victims from

various countries, including Thailand, China, and

others, generate billions in illicit revenue. The cuts,

which began on February 5 at the request of Chinese

authorities, target scam centers that have entrapped

thousands, many working in virtual slavery. [Bangkok

Post 1]

The action came after a National Security Council

meeting in which Deputy Prime Minister and Defence

Minister Phumtham Wechayachai described the scams

as a grave national security and reputational risk for

Thailand. [Irrawaddy]

Target areas included Myawaddy, Payathonzu, and

Tachileik—townships well-known for having scam

compounds guarded by local militias. Power was cut at
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five distribution points along the Thai-Myanmar border

targeting installations accused of using Thai utilities for

scams and drug operations. Interior Minister Anutin

Charnvirakul stressed that the cuts, which formerly

earned THB 50 million (USD 1.5 million) a month, had

to be made to avoid Thailand appearing to be complicit

in illicit activities. The junta had also cut off fuel to

Myawaddy Township. According to locals, the junta

forces stop vehicles carrying fuel at a bridge on the

border between Mon State and Kayin State, prohibiting

them from entering Kayin State. [Radio Free Asia, in

Burmese]

While the move has reportedly led to a 40 percent

reduction in scam operations in Shwe Kokko, many

crime syndicates were prepared for the power cuts

and have continued operations using backup

generators. Thus, in addition to the power cuts, the

Thai government has cracked down on the smuggling

of fuel and solar panels into Myanmar’s scam centers

and has ordered the removal of mobile network

antennas within 50 meters of the Thai border. The

National Broadcasting and Telecommunications

Commission (NBTC) has also mandated that mobile

antennas be lowered by February 24 to prevent illegal

activities from continuing. [Bangkok Post 2]

However, the broader impact on local communities

has been significant, with residents in Myanmar’s

border towns experiencing shortages in electricity and

fuel. As a result, Myanmar residents in Myawaddy

organized protests, demanding the reopening of trade

routes and calling for a boycott of Thai products. More

than 100 protesters gathered in Myawaddy, voicing

their frustration over the disruptions. [Bangkok Post 3]

[Bangkok Post 4] [Bangkok Post 5]

Despite the protests, Deputy Prime Minister

Phumtham Wechayachai reiterated that Thailand's

priority is protecting its citizens from these fraud

schemes. He emphasized that Myanmar’s dependence

on Thai consumer goods, such as food, would not

influence the decision to continue the power cuts,

which he argued were necessary for national security.

Phumtham also noted that further action could be

taken against other areas tied to these criminal

operations. [Bangkok Post 6]

Former Prime Minister Thaksin Shinawatra,

meanwhile, voiced support for the power cuts, urging

Myanmar’s border communities to support efforts to

dismantle the criminal networks. He emphasized that

Thailand would resume power and internet services

once the scam gangs were removed. Thaksin, who had

been appointed as informal advisor on ASEAN Affairs

to Malaysian Prime Minister Anwar Ibrahim last year,
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also pointed out that Myanmar’s ongoing ethnic

tensions and the funding of rebel groups were closely

linked to these illicit operations and that addressing

the root cause was key. [Bangkok Post 7]

Domestically, Thai police arrested two alleged Chinese

call-center scam bosses, Ye Wanyou and Li Weijie, in

Bangkok on February 5. Officers seized assets worth

THB 15.3 million (USD 450,000), including a luxury car

and smartphones containing crucial evidence linking

them to cross-border fraud operations. The suspects

allegedly managed scam networks that posed as law

enforcement officials to deceive victims into making

fraudulent payments. The arrests followed months of

surveillance and an extensive investigation, with

authorities now analyzing the suspects' devices for

further evidence of international scam operations.

[The Nation]

UN Under-Secretary-General lauds

Vietnam as key partner in AI

(nt) UN Under-Secretary-General and Secretary-

General's Envoy on Technology Amandeep Singh Gill

has hailed Vietnam as a model for technological

progress and a key partner in advancing AI globally. In

a working session on February 5 in New York with

Ambassador Dang Hoang Giang, Vietnam’s Permanent

Representative to the UN, Gill praised Vietnam’s

commitment to innovation, digital transformation, AI,

and cybersecurity.

Gill highlighted the vital role of Vietnam’s private

sector, noting tech giants like Viettel, FPT, and VinAI as

key drivers of success. Vietnam’s AI research centers

rank among the top 20 globally outside China,

supported by a skilled pool of technology experts. He

encouraged Vietnam to continue its active

participation in UN AI governance mechanisms.

Ambassador Giang emphasized that Vietnam views

science, technology, and innovation as critical to

achieving double-digit economic growth and

transitioning to a modern industrial base by 2030. The

country recently issued a resolution on sci-tech and

digital transformation, establishing a Central Steering

Committee to oversee its implementation. [Vietnam

Plus]

Vietnam and FAO enhance partnership for

sustainable agriculture
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(hn) Vietnam’s Prime Minister Pham Minh Chinh met

with FAO Director-General Qu Dongyu in Ha Noi,

reaffirming Vietnam’s commitment to collaboration

with FAO in rural and agricultural development. He

expressed gratitude for FAO’s USD 1.9 million

emergency aid following Typhoon Yagi in 2024 and

emphasized Vietnam's role in global food security

through increased rice exports.

Chinh called for FAO’s support in agricultural

restructuring, green growth, climate resilience, and

digital transformation. Vietnam will also work with FAO

on its 80th-anniversary celebrations and share

agricultural expertise with African nations.

Qu praised Vietnam’s achievements in poverty

reduction, agricultural growth, and initiatives like the

One Commune, One Product (OCOP) programme. He

highlighted Vietnam’s potential for economic

expansion and its unique conditions for sustainable

agriculture. FAO pledged continued support, urging

Vietnam to lead trilateral cooperation with African

nations and contribute to global food system

transformation. [Viet Nam News]

Bhutan’s King visits India

(lm) Bhutan’s King Jigme Khesar Namgyel Wangchuck

visited India on February 4-5, attending the Maha

Kumbh Mela in Prayagraj, Uttar Pradesh, where he

performed prayers and ‘aarti’ at Triveni Sangam

alongside Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath. he Maha

Kumbh Mela, held every 12 years, is one of the world’s

largest Hindu religious gatherings, where millions of

devotees take ritual baths at the confluence of sacred

rivers. [Tribune India]

Simultaneously, Lieutenant General Batoo Tshering,

Chief Operations Officer of the Royal Bhutan Army

(RBA), was on a six-day visit to India, strengthening

bilateral defense cooperation. He met with Indian

Defense Minister Rajnath Singh, who reaffirmed India’s

commitment to supporting Bhutan’s military

capabilities, including equipment provision, defense

infrastructure modernization, and personnel training

under India's "Neighborhood First" policy.

Lt Gen Tshering also visited key Indian military

institutions, including the National Security Guard

(NSG) in Manesar, the Defence Image Processing and

Analysis Centre (DIPAC), and the Officers Training

Academy in Gaya, before heading to Kolkata’s Eastern

Command Headquarters for further engagements.

[The New Indian Express]
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While the visits focused on strategic and cultural ties,

they also reignited human rights concerns. Advocacy

groups renewed calls for Bhutan to release at least 32

political prisoners, primarily Nepali-speaking dissidents

detained under restrictive laws. These groups urged

Indian leaders to raise the issue, citing New Delhi’s

influence over Bhutan’s policies due to its economic

and strategic support. However, Indian officials have

remained silent, prioritizing discussions on trade and

infrastructure cooperation. [Human Rights Watch]

Brunei, Maldives discuss health ties at

WHO Executive Board meeting

(ga) Brunei and the Maldives discussed bilateral health

cooperation to explore areas of mutual interest

between the two nations and the broader region on

the sidelines of the 156th session of the World Health

Organization (WHO) Executive Board (EB) meeting in

Geneva, Switzerland.

The 156th EB session, held from February 3 to 11,

gathered health ministers and representatives from its

24 member countries, appointed for three-year terms

to represent six WHO regions. Brunei is serving as a

member of the WHO EB from 2024 to 2027 as part of

the Western Pacific Region.

The EB convenes twice a year: the first meeting focuses

on setting the agenda for the World Health Assembly

(WHA), while the second meeting, held after the WHA,

ensures the implementation of approved policies. The

156th session reviewed key reports, including those

from the WHO Director-General, regional committees,

and the Programme, Budget, and Administration

Committee. Discussions covered governance,

financing, and budget allocations for 2024-2025, along

with proposed funding for 2026-2027.

Brunei also co-sponsored a draft resolution led by

Malaysia on "Promoting and Prioritising Integrated

Lung Health Approach," among several resolutions

considered for discussion at the upcoming WHA-78 in

May 2025. [Borneo Bulletin]

Sultan of Brunei visits China, meets

President Xi Jinping and Premier Li Qiang

(ga) Sultan Hassanal Bolkiah of Brunei Darussalam

undertook a state visit to China at the invitation of

President Xi Jinping on February 6. The two leaders
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engaged in comprehensive discussions covering

bilateral relations, regional stability, and international

matters of mutual interest. Both parties reached

consensus on advancing their Strategic Cooperative

Partnership towards a China-Brunei community with a

shared future.

The visit also included meetings with Premier Li Qiang

and Zhao Leji, Chairman of the Standing Committee of

the National People’s Congress. [The National

Committee of the Chinese People's Political

Consultative Conference] [The State's Council of the

People's Republic of China]

Both sides highlighted the strength of diplomatic ties

since their establishment in 1991, reaffirming

commitments to mutual respect, sovereignty, and

peaceful coexistence. China reiterated support for

Brunei's Vision 2035 development goals, while Brunei

acknowledged China's reform achievements under

President Xi Jinping's leadership.

Economic cooperation was emphasized, including the

continuation of high-quality Belt and Road projects,

investment in clean energy, and the advancement of

Hengyi Industries' elaboration on Brunei's Muara Besar

Island. Both sides endorsed efforts to enhance trade,

develop logistics capabilities at Muara Port, and

deepen agricultural collaboration through a renewed

cooperation framework.

Discussions also extended to security cooperation,

multilateral trade under WTO, and support for ASEAN

centrality. Brunei reaffirmed its adherence to the One-

China Policy, while China supported Brunei's role

within BIMP-EAGA and ASEAN initiatives. The monarch

also expressed Brunei's interest in boosting

cooperation in trade, digitalization, and climate

initiatives under the ASEAN-China Comprehensive

Strategic Partnership.

The leaders witnessed the signing of eight

memorandums of understanding (MoUs) covering

judicial cooperation, economic development, trade

promotion, media collaborations, and cultural

exchanges. Agreements also included the extension of

Brunei-China municipal ties and initiatives to enhance

agricultural and fisheries exports.

Additionally, the two nations signed agreements on

economic cooperation, judiciary matters, and cultural

exchanges. Brunei’s Sultan further extended an

invitation to President Xi to visit Brunei, which

President Xi accepted with pleasure. [Xinhua] [Borneo

Bulletin]
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Cambodia, Russia reaffirm commitment

to deepening ties

(dql) During a meeting between Khuon Sudary,

President of the National Assembly, and Anatoly

Borovik, Russian Ambassador to Cambodia, Cambodia

and Russia reaffirmed their longstanding friendship

and commitment to deepening cooperation,

highlighting their decades of diplomatic ties, Russia’s

support for Cambodia’s post-war recovery, and future

collaboration in education, parliamentary exchanges,

and tourism.

Sudary proposed expanding scholarships for

Cambodian officials and strengthening human

resource development, as Russia has educated over

8,000 Cambodian students. She also suggested

establishing direct flights to enhance connectivity

between the two countries.

Borovik discussed ongoing cooperation between

Cambodia's National Assembly and Russia's State

Duma, including future exchange visits and

agreements between their legislative bodies. Sudary

invited the Chairman of the State Duma to visit

Cambodia in 2025 or 2026. [Khmer Times]

Chinese President Xi Jinping meets with

South Korean National Assembly Speaker

Woo Won-shik

(wy) Chinese President Xi Jinping met with Woo Won-

shik, Speaker of the Republic of Korea (ROK) National

Assembly, in Harbin, the capital of Northeast China’s

Heilongjiang province, on February 7. Woo was in

Harbin to attend the opening ceremony of the 9th

Asian Winter Games.

During their meeting, Xi emphasized the importance of

strengthening strategic cooperation between China

and South Korea amid growing global and regional

uncertainties. Reflecting on the past 30 years of

diplomatic ties, he noted that the two nations have not

only deepened their relationship but have also

contributed to regional peace and development. Xi

reaffirmed China’s consistent policy toward South

Korea and stressed the need to expand trade and

economic collaboration while enhancing cultural and

people-to-people exchanges for mutual benefit.
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In response, Woo underscored the importance of

maintaining “friendly relations” with China. He

expressed confidence that bilateral relations, as well as

economic and trade cooperation, could be elevated to

“a new level in the new year.” He further highlighted

that stronger ties would contribute to the stability of

global industrial and supply chains.

Notably, Woo raised concerns over China’s restrictions

on South Korean cultural exports—measures imposed

in response to South Korea’s 2017 deployment of the

U.S. Terminal High Altitude Area Defense (THAAD)

system, which have effectively blocked South Korean

films, dramas, and games from entering the Chinese

market. He suggested that greater cultural openness

from China could foster “communication and goodwill”

between the younger generations of both countries.

Woo also extended an invitation to Xi to visit South

Korea and attend the Asia-Pacific Economic

Cooperation (APEC) summit in Gyeongju,

Gyeongsangbuk-do, in October. This marks the second

consecutive year that a South Korean leader has

invited Xi to an APEC summit, following an invitation

from President Yoon Suk-yeol last year, which Xi did

not accept. If he attends, it would be Xi’s first visit to

South Korea since July 2014. [China Daily] [The Chosun

Daily]

Kyrgyzstan President holds talks with Xi

Jinping and Li Qiang during China visit

(dh) Kyrgyz President Sadyr Japarov visited China from

February 4-7 for bilateral talks with Chinese President

Xi Jinping and Premier Li Qiang. During his visit he

witnessed the signing of multiple cooperations

agreements in various sectors. [Ministry of Foreign

Affairs, China]

Meeting between Xi and Japarov

Xi highlighted China’s willingness to deepen economic

ties with Kyrgyzstan by increasing trade, encouraging

Chinese companies to invest, and supporting more

imports from the country. He also stressed the

importance of Kyrgyzstan protecting the rights and

interests of Chinese investors. In 2023, bilateral trade

between the two nations reached a record USD 22.71

billion, reflecting a 14.7 percent year-on-year increase.

Infrastructure development was another key focus,

particularly the China-Kyrgyzstan-Uzbekistan railway. Xi

called for high standards in its construction and

emphasized improving connectivity by upgrading ports
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and expanding passenger and freight transport links.

He also encouraged greater cooperation in technology,

including cross-border e-commerce, big data, and

artificial intelligence.

Japarov’s meeting with Xi marked the fifth meeting

between the two leaders since Japarov took office in

2021. [China Daily]

Meeting between Li and Japarov

Chinese Premier Li Qiang also met with Kyrgyz

President Sadyr Japarov to discuss the growing

relationship between the two countries and explore

new areas of cooperation. Li emphasized the

importance of aligning their development strategies,

again with a focus on projects such as the China-

Kyrgyzstan-Uzbekistan railway, as well as potential

cooperation in mining, renewable energy, and

technological innovation.

Beyond economic matters, China and Kyrgyzstan also

discussed working together in international

organizations, including the United Nations and the

Shanghai Cooperation Organization, to support

regional stability and development.

Japarov expressed Kyrgyzstan’s interest in deepening

cooperation with China across multiple sectors,

including agriculture, finance, and science and

technology. He also welcomed increased investment

from Chinese businesses and pledged to ensure a

stable and secure environment for foreign investors

[Xinhua]

BRI cooperation extended

During Japarov’s visit, the two countries issued a joint

statement on advancing the comprehensive strategic

partnership and extended their Belt and Road Initiative

(BRI) cooperation until 2026. Beyond the BRI, which

Kyrgyzstan joined in 2013, both sides formalized

agreements on trade, the digital economy, artificial

intelligence, social security, energy, and infrastructure.

China will also assist Kyrgyzstan in judicial

digitalization, hospital equipment, and economic

reforms. [CGTN][AA]

China is currently Kyrgyzstan’s largest trading partner,

accounting for 46 percent of its foreign trade, and

holds 36.7 percent of the country’s foreign debt

through the Export-Import Bank. While Kyrgyzstan

seeks Chinese investment, some within the

government are concerned about overreliance on

Beijing.
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Kyrgyzstan plans to issue USD 1.7 billion in sovereign

bonds in Hong Kong to diversify its financial sources,

aiming to attract a broader range of investors and

reduce dependence on Chinese loans. Some analysts

believe part of the bond proceeds may be used to

manage existing debt owed to China.

Chinese-funded infrastructure projects remain central

to the relationship. The China-Kyrgyzstan-Uzbekistan

railway, officially launched in December 2024, is

expected to improve trade access and reduce reliance

on transit routes through Kazakhstan. Additionally, the

China Road and Bridge Corporation (CRBC) is leading a

major redevelopment project in Bishkek, including

road and railway improvements. While some have

raised concerns about land being transferred to CRBC

as part of the agreement, others see these projects as

necessary for economic development.

China’s growing influence in Kyrgyzstan is part of a

broader trend in Central Asia, where Beijing has been

expanding its economic presence through trade,

infrastructure, and investment. While concerns about

dependency remain, many in Kyrgyzstan see China as

a crucial partner for economic growth and

modernization. [The Times of Central Asia] [The

Jamestown Foundation]

Chinese President Xi Jinping set to visit

Moscow

(dh) Chinese President Xi Jinping is set to visit Moscow

in May to participate in Russia’s Victory Day

celebrations, commemorating the 80th anniversary of

the end of World War II. According to Russian

Ambassador to China Igor Morgulov, Xi accepted the

invitation from Russian President Vladimir Putin. In

return, Xi invited Putin to a similar event in China in

September, marking the end of the Second Sino-

Japanese War. [TASS] [SCMP]

China set conditions for Dalai Lama’s

return

(dh) China has signaled openness to the Dalai Lama’s

return after over six decades in exile, but only if he

aligns with Beijing’s stance on Tibet and Taiwan. The

90-year-old spiritual leader, who fled to India in 1959,

has expressed a desire to return before his death.
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China’s statement follows the recent passing of his

elder brother, Gyalo Thondup, who was involved in

past talks with Beijing. Dolma Tsering Teykhang,

deputy speaker of Tibet’s parliament-in-exile, rejected

China’s conditions, calling them a misrepresentation of

history.

While formal negotiations have stalled since the Dalai

Lama stepped down as Tibet’s political leader in 2011,

informal discussions reportedly continue.

As questions around his succession grow, China insists

on selecting his successor, while the Dalai Lama

maintains that the process should follow Tibetan

Buddhist traditions. [ABC]

China tariffs on US goods come into effect

(dh) China has introduced new tariffs on American

goods as part of its ongoing trade dispute with the

United States. The tariffs, which took effect on

February 10, were announced shortly after the US

imposed a 10 percent levy on all Chinese imports

earlier this month (see No. 4, January/2025, 4).

Beijing's measures include a 15 percent tariff on US

coal and liquefied natural gas, as well as a 10 percent

tariff on American crude oil, agricultural machinery,

and large-engine cars (see AiR No. 5, February/2025, 1).

In addition to these import taxes, China has placed

export restrictions on 25 rare metals, which are

essential components in electronics and military

equipment. [Ecns.cn]

China has challenged the US tariffs at the World Trade

Organization (WTO), arguing that they are

discriminatory and violate trade rules. However,

experts suggest that China may struggle to secure a

favorable ruling due to ongoing dysfunction within the

WTO's dispute resolution system. [Reuters]

Despite these economic measures, Chinese officials

have not indicated any immediate plans for

negotiations with the US. Analysts suggest that China is

now in a stronger position to navigate trade disputes

than in previous years, having improved its

technological capabilities and diversified its global

trade relationships. [BBC]

The Chinese foreign ministry has repeatedly reiterated

its opposition to a tariff or trade war, with

spokesperson Guo Jiakun stating that “protectionism

leads nowhere.” [China Ministry of Foreign Affairs]
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China looks to diversify, sending trade mission to Central

Asia

Shortly after China’s new tariffs on US energy imports

took effect, a group of Chinese oil and gas executives

travelled to Kazakhstan to explore new trade

opportunities. The delegation, which included

representatives from over 30 companies in industries

such as energy, petrochemicals, and industrial

machinery, was organized by the China Council for the

Promotion of International Trade (CCPIT), a semi-

official trade group.

As the world’s largest energy consumer, China has

been expanding its supply sources to enhance energy

security, with Kazakhstan being one of its key natural

gas suppliers. Trade between China and Kazakhstan

has been growing, reaching USD 43.8 billion in 2024, a

6.8 percent increase from the previous year.

More broadly, China has been strengthening economic

partnerships with emerging markets in regions such as

Latin America, the Middle East, and Central Asia.

[SCMP]

U.S. pauses tariffs on small packages from

China and Hong Kong

(wy) U.S. President Donald Trump has suspended the

imposition of tariffs on small-value packages arriving

from China and Hong Kong, allowing federal agencies

additional time to develop procedures for handling the

large volume of shipments from these regions. [AP

News]

Meanwhile, the U.S. Postal Service (USPS) has reversed

its earlier decision, announced on February 5, to

suspend the acceptance of parcels from China and

Hong Kong. Initially, USPS stated it would stop

accepting packages—excluding letters—from both

regions without providing a clear reason. However,

later the same day, USPS issued a clarification

confirming it would continue to accept international

mail and packages from China and Hong Kong. The

agency also noted that it is working closely with U.S.

Customs and Border Protection to implement an

"efficient collection mechanism" in response to the

new tariffs, while striving to minimize disruptions to

mail delivery. [The U.S. Postal Service]

In response to the U.S. announcement, Hong Kong

Post had temporarily suspended the acceptance of

parcels bound for the U.S., resuming services on

February 10. The Hong Kong government also issued a
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statement expressing its strong dissatisfaction with the

U.S. decision and announcing its decision to appeal to

the World Trade Organization regarding the potential

tariffs. [Hong Kong Post 1, in Chinese] [Hong Kong Post

2, in Chinese] [The Government of the Hong Kong

Special Administrative Region, in Chinese]

Additionally, China’s Foreign Ministry urged the U.S. to

refrain from politicizing and weaponizing commercial

and trade matters, and to cease exerting undue

pressure on Chinese companies. The ministry

emphasized that China would take necessary

measures to safeguard the legal rights and interests of

its firms. [Foreign Affairs Ministry, China, in Chinese]

China launches investigation into Google

(dh) China has launched an antitrust investigation into

Google, adding a new dimension to the company’s long

and complex relationship with the country. The probe

was announced shortly after the U.S. imposed new

tariffs on Chinese imports, alongside other retaliatory

measures from Beijing (see AiR No. 5, February/2025,

1).

Google first entered the Chinese market in 2006 with a

censored search engine but withdrew in 2010 due to

concerns over cyberattacks and growing tensions over

content restrictions. Since then, its services, including

Gmail and Chrome, have been blocked in mainland

China. However, the company continues to operate in

the country, focusing on advertising, cloud services,

and engineering, with offices in Beijing, Shanghai, and

Shenzhen.

While details of the investigation remain unclear,

analysts suggest it may focus on Google’s Android

operating system, as Chinese smartphone

manufacturers have previously raised concerns about

its market practices. Some experts believe the move

could also be linked to ongoing trade tensions

between China and the U.S. Similar antitrust cases

against Google have been pursued in other regions,

including the European Union, South Korea, and India.

[AP]

China’s antitrust investigation coincides with their

imposition of tariffs on US goods due to commence on

February 10 (see article above). These tariffs on certain

US imports, including farm equipment and some

vehicles, could affect companies like Caterpillar and

Deere & Co., as well as Tesla’s Cybertruck, depending

on how it is classified under Chinese regulations.
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These latest measures reflect broader trade tensions

between China and the U.S., which have included

disputes over technology access and market

competition, as well as claims over cyberattacks on AI

(see AiR No. 5, February/2025, 1).

China had previously opened an antitrust probe into

Nvidia and raised security concerns about Intel

products in response to U.S. policies restricting China’s

access to advanced semiconductor technology.

[Reuters]

China-born U.S. activist acquitted of

acting as illegal Chinese agent

(wy) Litang Liang, a China-born U.S. citizen and activist

within the Chinese-American community in Boston,

was acquitted on February 10 of U.S. charges accusing

him of acting as an agent for the Chinese Communist

Party (CCP) to gather information on individuals,

dissidents, and groups within the local Chinese

community.

Liang had been charged in federal court in 2023, amid

heightened U.S. efforts to counter the CCP’s tactics to

silence its critics abroad. Prosecutors claimed that

Liang provided the CCP with information about

individuals, particularly dissidents, and organizations

supporting Taiwan (the Republic of China). They also

noted that in 2018, after meeting with CCP officials in

Beijing, Liang founded the New England Alliance for

the Peaceful Unification of China, an organization

focused on promoting China’s goal of “reunification”

with Taiwan. Furthermore, prosecutors alleged that

Liang organized a demonstration against pro-

democracy protesters in 2019 and recommended

candidates for Chinese officials tasked with

investigating political dissent. [Reuters]

U.S. Department of State urges Hong Kong

to release Jimmy Lai

(wy) The Bureau of Democracy, Human Rights, and

Labor (DRL), an affiliate of the U.S. Department of

State, has urged the Hong Kong government to release

Jimmy Lai. On February 8, the DRL posted on the social

media platform X, recognizing Lai for "bravely standing

up for democracy and free speech in Hong Kong" and

calling on Hong Kong authorities to "immediately and

unconditionally release" him. [X]
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The Hong Kong government condemning the remarks,

accusing the U.S. Department of State of making

"erroneous remarks" and exerting pressure to secure

Lai's release. The statement reiterated the

government’s firm opposition to foreign interference,

emphasizing that Hong Kong’s legal procedures must

not be undermined for political purposes. It further

asserted that the city remains committed to

safeguarding national security and prosecuting

activities that threaten the nation. [Government, Hong

Kong Special Administrative Region]

Lai has been imprisoned for over 1,500 days on

charges related to violations of the 2020 Hong Kong

National Security Law. While his case remains ongoing

(see article in this edition), multiple countries and

human rights organizations have repeatedly called for

his release. Last month, former U.S. Vice President

Mike Pence also urged Hong Kong to release Lai during

a business conference in the city, arguing that doing so

would help improve U.S.-Hong Kong relations.

However, Hong Kong authorities strongly criticized

Pence’s remarks. [Radio Free Asia, in Chinese]

China opposes Trump’s Gaza remarks

(dh) China’s foreign ministry has rejected U.S.

President Donald Trump’s proposal to take control of

Gaza and relocate its population, emphasizing

Palestinian self-governance and opposing forced

displacement. Beijing urged a return to the two-state

solution for lasting peace. [Ministry of Foreign Affairs,

China] [Anadolu Agency]

During a joint press conference with visiting Israeli

Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu on February 4,

Trump reiterated his vision for the US to take control

of Gaza following conflict, suggesting that Israel would

hand over Gaza to the US after fighting concludes, with

Palestinians being resettled in safer, modern

communities in the region, without the need for US

military involvement. [BBC]

Panama officially withdraws from China’s

Belt and Road Initiative

(wy) Panama has officially announced its withdrawal

from the Belt and Road Initiative (BRI), a colossal

China-led infrastructure project that aims to spread

globally. The decision is widely seen as influenced by

U.S. pressure over the issue of the Panama Canal. [The

Conversation]
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The announcement was made on February 7, following

President José Raúl Mulino’s declaration on February 2

of his intention to terminate Panama’s participation in

the BRI. This came after his meeting with U.S. Secretary

of State Marco Rubio (see AiR No. 5, February/2025, 1).

Mulino stated that he had instructed Panamanian

diplomats in Beijing to submit a 90-day withdrawal

notice, as required by the memorandum of

understanding signed in 2017. At a press conference,

he expressed that Panama had nothing to gain from

continued involvement in the initiative. [South China

Morning Post]

In response, Beijing accused the U.S. of sabotaging the

BRI by pressuring participating countries and

expressed regret over Panama’s decision. China urged

Panama to act independently, free from external

influence, to safeguard the interests of both nations.

[Foreign Affairs Ministry, China, in Chinese]

Since U.S. President Donald Trump reaffirmed

America’s strategic interest in the Panama Canal,

Panamanian authorities have taken several steps in

response. This includes launching audits of Panama

Ports Company (PPC), a Hong Kong-based operator

owned by tycoon Li Ka-shing’s conglomerate, Cheung

Kong Hutchison Holdings Limited (see AiR No. 4,

January/2025, 4).

The withdrawal from the BRI is the latest in a series of

moves, with sources cited by Bloomberg suggesting

that Panama is also considering terminating PPC’s

contracts, originally signed in 1997 and set to expire in

2047. [Bloomberg]

Protest against new Chinese embassy

project in London

(wy) More than 1,000 people, representing

approximately 30 organizations composed of Hong

Kongers, Tibetans, Uyghurs, Chinese dissidents, and

residents, gathered on February 7 in London to protest

the proposed construction of a new Chinese "mega-

embassy" near Royal Mint Court.

The planned embassy, covering approximately 20,000

square meters, has sparked concerns over potential

interference by the Chinese Communist Party (CCP),

with fears that it could be used to monitor, manipulate,

and even unlawfully detain dissidents.

Several high-profile politicians, including former

Conservative Party leader Iain Duncan Smith, former
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Security Minister Tom Tugendhat, and Labour MP Blair

McDougall, attended the demonstration and

addressed the protesters. Tugendhat warned that

allowing the construction of the embassy would be a

"grave mistake." Critics have also condemned previous

actions by Foreign Secretary David Lammy and Home

Secretary Yvette Cooper in support of the embassy

project (see AiR No. 3, January/2025, 3), accusing them

of siding with Beijing and neglecting the security and

interests of the British people. [Radio Free China, in

Chinese] [The Guardian]

China's efforts to build a new embassy date back to

2022. However, the plan was initially rejected by the

Tower Hamlets council due to concerns over large-

scale protests at the site, and the then-Conservative

government chose not to intervene. Following Labour’s

rise to power, Beijing resubmitted its application, with

Chinese President Xi Jinping raising the issue directly

with UK Prime Minister Keir Starmer. Despite renewed

objections from the Tower Hamlets council,

intervention from Lammy and Cooper led to the

council withdrawing its opposition, making it likely that

the project will receive approval from Deputy Prime

Minister and Housing Secretary Angela Rayner (see AiR

No. 3, January/2025, 3).

The protest comes as Chinese Foreign Minister Wang

Yi is set to visit the UK this week for talks with his

British counterpart, David Lammy, aimed at reviving

the UK-China Strategic Dialogue. The forum has been

suspended since 2018 due to the COVID-19 pandemic,

concerns over Chinese investment, and London’s

criticism Beijing’s crackdown on freedoms in Hong

Kong. [Devdiscourse]

Reviving the dialogue signals a thaw in Sino-British

relations under the Labour government of Prime

Minister Keir Starmer, following a period under

successive Conservative governments when ties fell to

their lowest level in decades. [Reuters] [South China

Morning Post]

In January, Chancellor of the Exchequer Rachel Reeves

visited China in an effort to strengthen economic ties

(see AiR No. 2, January/2025, 2).

China reaffirms support for South Africa’s

G-20 presidency following US boycott

(dh) China has asserted its endorsement of South

Africa’s G-20 presidency following U.S. Secretary of

State Marco Rubio’s decision to boycott an upcoming

foreign ministers’ meeting. Chinese Ambassador Wu
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Peng met with South African officials to reaffirm

bilateral ties.

As the first African nation to lead the G-20, South Africa

aims to promote global equity and debt relief. Rubio

cited concerns over climate policies, diversity efforts,

and property rights as reasons for his boycott. The G-

20 meetings will take place in Johannesburg, from

February 20-21, and Cape Town, from February 26-27.

China remains South Africa’s top trading partner, more

than doubling U.S.-South Africa trade. [Bloomberg]

China’s support for South Africa coincides with the

South African’s governments order asking Taiwan to

relocate its de facto embassy from Pretoria by the end

of March and reclassify it as a trade office. Taiwan’s

Foreign Ministry links the request to Chinese influence,

whilst discussions with South Africa are ongoing (see

article in this edition). [Reuters]

Major Australian company seeks

government intervention to curb Chinese

influence and potential takeover

(dh) Australia’s Global Lithium Resources is urging the

Australian government to intervene in what it calls an

unlawful attempt by Chinese-linked investors to take

control of its flagship site- the Manna lithium project.

The company claims that a group of shareholders,

including those tied to Chinese firms like Canmax

Technologies, which is controlled by Chinese billionaire

Pei Zhenhua, are trying to influence the board. Global

Lithium is asking Australia’s treasurer to block these

investors from voting at an upcoming shareholder

meeting, citing concerns over potential breaches of

Australian takeover laws.

The dispute highlights Australia’s delicate balancing act

between maintaining strong economic ties with China,

its largest resources customer, and safeguarding

national interests in critical minerals.  The Manna

project’s future is particularly significant given ongoing

tensions over supply chain security in the battery

materials market.

Meanwhile, Australia’s Foreign Investment Review

Board has a history of scrutinizing Chinese

investments in strategic sectors, and its response to

this case could signal how the government plans to

handle foreign influence in critical resource industries

moving forward. [Reuters] [Mining.com]
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Australian foreign minister raises

concerns over writer jailed in China

(dh) Australian Foreign Minister Penny Wong has

voiced concerns over the health of Chinese-Australian

writer Yang Hengjun, who has been imprisoned in

China since 2019 on espionage charges. In a statement

on February 5, Wong emphasized the need for fair

treatment and proper medical care, calling for his

reunification with his family.

Last year, he received a suspended death sentence,

which could be reduced to life imprisonment if he

avoids further offenses for two years (see AiR No. 6,

February/2024, 1). Both he and the Australian

government deny the charges.

His supporters believe he was targeted for his

advocacy of democracy and human rights, while China

insists the case follows legal procedures. Australia

continues diplomatic efforts to address concerns over

his welfare. [ABC]

Cook Islands close to signing

comprehensive strategic partnership with

China

(dh) The Cook Islands is set to establish a

comprehensive strategic partnership with China,

focusing on areas such as trade, tourism, renewable

energy, and infrastructure. The agreement has raised

concerns in New Zealand, a longstanding ally that

provides financial and diplomatic support to the island

nation.

New Zealand’s Deputy Prime Minister Winston Peters

expressed surprise at the deal and called for

transparency, citing constitutional obligations.

However, Cook Islands Prime Minister Mark Brown

emphasized that the agreement does not involve

security matters and does not require New Zealand’s

approval.

A self-governing territory in free association with New

Zealand, the Cook Islands has full control over its

domestic and foreign affairs, while New Zealand is

responsible for its defense and external security,

though only at the Cook Islands' request.

This development comes amid broader geopolitical

shifts in the Pacific, where countries like New Zealand,

Australia, and the US have been working to strengthen

regional ties in response to China's growing influence.
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Analysts suggest that the Cook Islands' interest in

deep-sea mining may be a factor in the partnership.

The full details of the agreement have yet to be

disclosed. [The Financial Times]

India's Prime Minister Modi to meet US

President Trump

(lm) Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi is set to

meet U.S. President Donald Trump this week to discuss

trade issues, including potential tariff cuts in sectors

ranging from electronics to medical equipment and

chemicals. This move is part of India's strategy to

enhance U.S. exports to India and avoid escalating

trade tensions between the two countries.

The meeting comes as Trump's top economic adviser,

Kevin Hassett, criticized India's high tariffs, which have

been limiting imports. Hassett emphasized the need

for reciprocal tariffs, adding that if India reduces tariffs,

the U.S. would follow suit. India is considering tariff

cuts in at least 12 sectors to align with New Delhi’s

domestic production goals, aiming to boost imports

from the U.S.

During his visit, Modi is also expected to propose

increased imports of energy and defense equipment

from the U.S., including combat vehicles and fighter jet

engines. The two countries are discussing potential

deals to enhance security and defense collaboration.

Modi expressed optimism about the visit, highlighting

opportunities to deepen collaboration in areas like

technology, trade, defense, and energy.

Trade ties between India and the U.S. have grown

significantly over the past decade, with two-way trade

surpassing USD 118 billion in fiscal year 2023-2024.

Despite this, India faces the risk of a trade war-like

situation with the U.S. over the proposed 25 percent

tariffs on steel and aluminum imports, which could

affect India’s engineering goods exports, particularly

steel and aluminum.

India has recently lowered average import tariffs to 11

percent from 13 percent and is reviewing surcharges

on various items, including luxury cars and solar cells.

The government is also exploring a potential "mini

trade deal" with the U.S., which could provide a more

flexible approach to the ongoing trade discussions.

With Trump's proposed tariffs potentially impacting

key sectors, India is hoping to resolve these issues

amicably during Modi's visit, avoiding a broader trade
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conflict similar to the ongoing tensions between the

U.S. and China. [Reuters]

Domestically, meanwhile, the deportation of 104

Indian nationals from the US has sparked intense

political and diplomatic reactions in India, with

opposition lawmakers condemning the treatment of

the deportees. The migrants were flown on a military

aircraft, with many shackled for the duration of the 40-

hour flight, drawing accusations of degrading and

inhumane treatment. The incident, part of U.S.

President Trump’s broader mass deportation policy,

occurred just days before Prime Minister Modi’s

planned visit to Washington.

Opposition leaders, including Rahul Gandhi of the

Indian National Congress, staged protests inside and

outside Parliament, demanding a strong response

from the government. Some even wore handcuffs in a

symbolic gesture, calling the deportation an insult to

Indian dignity.

In response to the uproar, Indian Foreign Minister

Subrahmanyam Jaishankar assured Parliament that

New Delhi is engaging with the U.S. to ensure humane

treatment of Indian citizens during deportations. While

India acknowledges the right of nations to repatriate

illegal immigrants, Jaishankar emphasized that the

treatment of deportees must align with humane

standards. The U.S. assured India that women and

children were not restrained during the flight and that

deportees' basic needs, including food and medical

care, were addressed.[Al Jazeera] [BBC]

Greek Foreign Minister visits India to

strengthen strategic partnership

(hjn) Greek Foreign Minister George Gerapetritis visited

India from February 5-7 at the invitation of External

Affairs Minister S. Jaishankar. The discussions focused

on enhancing the India-Greece strategic partnership,

particularly in trade, defense, and regional

cooperation.

The ministers reviewed progress on bilateral initiatives

following Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s visit to

Greece in 2023 and Greek Prime Minister Kyriakos

Mitsotakis’ visit to India in 2024. They reaffirmed their

commitment to doubling bilateral trade by 2030,

emphasizing the role of the Joint Economic Committee

in advancing trade and investment ties.

Defense cooperation was also highlighted, with both

sides expressing satisfaction over ongoing
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collaborations. Discussions extended to regional and

global developments, particularly in the Indo-Pacific

and East Mediterranean regions, and the potential of

the India-Middle East-Europe Economic Corridor to

improve connectivity.

Both countries reaffirmed their commitment to

international law, including the United Nations

Convention on the Law of the Sea (UNCLOS),

emphasizing maritime security, territorial integrity, and

freedom of navigation. India also congratulated Greece

on its non-permanent membership in the UN Security

Council (2025-26).

Recognizing the economic benefits of workforce

mobility, the ministers agreed to accelerate the

finalization of the Migration and Mobility Partnership

Agreement. They also announced a series of cultural

events in New Delhi and Athens to mark the 75th

anniversary of diplomatic relations.

During the visit, Foreign Minister Gerapetritis also met

with India’s National Security Advisor Ajit Doval, further

strengthening security cooperation between the two

nations. [Ministry of External Affairs, India]

India-UK strengthen defense ties

(lm) India and the United Kingdom have expanded

their defense partnership, formally launching Defence

Partnership – India (DP-I) and signing multiple

agreements at Aero India 2025. The initiative,

announced by UK Defence Minister Lord Vernon

Coaker, establishes a dedicated UK Ministry of Defence

program office to enhance bilateral defense

collaboration.

As part of the agreements, Thales and Bharat

Dynamics Limited (BDL) will supply Laser Beam Riding

MANPADs (LBRM), including High Velocity Missiles

(STARStreak) and launchers, with deliveries starting

this year. The collaboration will later expand to

Lightweight Multirole Missiles (LMM), integrating Indian

manufacturers into Thales' global supply chain and

boosting defense production in both countries.

Additionally, MBDA UK and BDL are setting up an

Advanced Short-Range Air-to-Air Missile (ASRAAM)

assembly and test facility in Hyderabad, enhancing

India’s fighter jet capabilities and supporting exports.

In the maritime sector, the UK and India have signed a

Statement of Intent to co-develop an Integrated Full

Electric Propulsion (IFEP) system for India’s future

Landing Platform Dock (LPD) fleet, with GE Vernova
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and BHEL working toward India's first maritime Land-

Based Testing Facility by 2030.

UK officials emphasized that these agreements align

with India’s Atmanirbhar Bharat (Self-Reliant India)

vision, enhancing local defense production, technology

exchange, and job creation while bolstering the UK's

global security and economic growth strategy.

[GOV.UK]

Indonesia and China renew bilateral

currency swap agreement

(gk) The Bank of Indonesia and the People’s Bank of

China have renewed the Bilateral Currency Swap

Agreement (BCSA), for a period of five years. The initial

agreement was signed in March 2009, and has been

renewed since.

This BCSA allows China and Indonesia swap up to CNY

4000 billion (about USD 55 billion) into Indonesian

Rupiah IDR and vice versa. [Bank of Indonesia]

Japan to donate patrol vessels to

Indonesian Navy

(gk) Indonesia is set to receive Japanese vessels, after

the Indonesian House of Representatives approved, on

February 4, Japan’s offer to donate two patrol vessels

to the Indonesian Navy (TNI AL). This is part of Tokyo’s

official Security Assistance initiative, signifying the

growing maritime security cooperation between the

two Asian countries.

The patrol vessels will have a top speed of up to 40

knots, will be unarmed and will be able to

accommodate 16 people. They will be operating in

shallow waters around Nusantara’s new capital city

East Kalimantan.

The Japanese government is also set to give an

offshore patrol vessel to Indonesian Maritime Security

Agency, via the Japan International Cooperation

Agency (JICA). The total cost of the vessel is

approximately USD 59,166 and has a top speed of 22

knots with a capacity of 70 personnel.

Indonesian Minister of Defense addressed legislators’

concerns about the donation, stressing that the

assistance is not transactional. He added that there is

no transfer of technology and that the donation will

not impact Indonesia’s foreign policy. [Naval News]
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Indonesia and Vietnam look to improve

bilateral relations, hold naval exercise

(gk) Indonesia’s Foreign Minister Sugiono and

Vietnam’s Deputy Prime Minister and Foreign Minister

Bui Thanh Son held a telephonic conversation on

February 10, during which both sides discussed

measures to deepen their bilateral relations.

Sugiono proposed that both sides enhance their

cooperation across all fields, including joint activities to

celebrate the 70th anniversary of diplomatic relations.

Both expressed their satisfaction with the progress

made in bilateral strategic partnership so far,

particularly in areas such as trade and investment,

security and defense, people-to-people exchanges and

policy coordination in multilateral forums. They also

committed to strengthening comprehensive

cooperation, mutually support each other, and uphold

ASEAN’s central role, at international forums, such as

the United Nations. [VietnamPlus]

Meanwhile, the Vietnamese Navy is taking part in

Indonesia’s 5th Multilateral Naval Exercise Komodo

2025. Organized biennially, the exercise is a non-

combat event designed to strengthen friendship, build

trust and boost coordination among both navies in

disaster management and humanitarian assistance

efforts. This is the fifth time the Vietnam’s Navy has

taken part in this exercise. [VOV]

Indonesia and Uzbekistan hold bilateral

meeting

(gk) On February 11, Indonesian Foreign Affairs

Minister Sugiono and Uzbekistan Foreign Affairs

Minister Bakhtiyor Saidov co-chaired the 2nd Joint

Commission on Bilteral Consultation (JCBC), in Jakarta,

Indonesia. In the meeting, both ministers agreed to

improve their bilatreal relations in various sectors,

besides discussing global and regional isses of

common interest.

Both ministers agreed to encourage bilateral relations

in sectors of infrastructure, mining and tourism.

Prospects of forming a bilateral trade agreement

between both nations were also discussed. They also

agreed upon a 2025-2026 Action Plan, which will serve

as a guideline for implementing cooperation in various

fields. Both nations also signed the Diplomatic and

Service Passport Visa-Free Agreement (PBVDD) to
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encourage increased interaction between officials and

representatives of the two countries. [Ministry of

Foreign Affairs of The Republic of Indonesia , in

Indonesian]

Indonesia, United States discuss

development partnership

(gk) The Minister of National Development Planning

(Bappenas) Rachat Pambudy, received a visit from the

United States (US) Ambassador to Indonesia, Kamala

Shrin Lakhdir, on February 5. Both discussed

developments in the U.S. foreign aid policy under the

administration of the U.S. President Donald trump.

Pambudy expressed concerns over the temporary

suspension of U.S foreign aid on Indonesia’s

development plans, which could potentially affect

critical programs including Indonesia’s responses to

HIV, AIDS, Tuberculosis, and the provision of medical

equipment. He reaffirmed Indonesia’s commitment to

maintaining and strengthening its development

cooperation with the States.

In response, Lakhdir explained that the temporary

suspension is part of a review process as directed by

President Donal Trump, and that certain emergency

aid programs such as HIV/AIDS medication provision

will continue. She assured that the U.S. Embassy in

Indonesia will continue to work with the nation’s

Health Ministry to support logistics and the distribution

system for medical treatments. [Ministry of National

Development Planning/Bappenas]

Meanwhile, Indonesia’s National Economic Council

(NEC) highlighted in a report submitted to President

Prabowo Subianto concerns over possible changes in

U.S. tariffs and immigration rules.

As a key risk for Indonesia, the report identified the

potential rise in U.S. inflation, which could lead to high

interest rates and a stronger dollar, affecting

Indonesia’s economy. Additionally, the council noted

that Indonesia could benefit from the U.S. imposing

tariffs on Chinese products, as it may encourage

companies to shift production to other countries,

including Indonesia.

The NEC emphasized that Indonesia must implement

reforms, ensure policy consistency, and maintain

economic stability to fully take advantage of these

opportunities. [President of The Republic of Indonesia ,

in Indonesian]
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Meanwhile, Indonesian Defense Minister held a phone

talk with his U.S. counterpart Pete Hegseth on

February 7 during which they reaffirmed their

commitment to working together for a “secure and

prosperous Indo-Pacific,” as well as to “facilitating

defense cooperation and cooperating on regional

maritime security.” [U.S. Indo-Pacific Command]

Indonesia seeks repatriation of convicted

rapist from UK

(lp/gk) The Indonesian Coordinating Ministry for Law,

Human Rights, Immigration, and Corrections is

currently working to repatriate serial rapist Reynhard

Sinaga to serve his prison sentence under Indonesia's

jurisdiction. Sinaga was sentenced to life imprisonment

by a Manchester court in 2020 for his heinous crimes.

Sinaga's family is reportedly facing difficulties in

contacting him while he is incarcerated in the UK.

Ahmad Usmarwi Kaffah, the Special Staff for

International Relations at the Coordinating Ministry for

Law, Human Rights, Immigration, and Corrections,

stated that the Indonesian government is actively

negotiating with the British government to facilitate

this process through a Prisoner Exchange system. [Viva

News]

Meanwhile, the Bali Regional Police have arrested

three nationals from the United Kingdom, for allegedly

attempting to traffic around USD 8.36 million worth of

illegal drugs into Bali.

Authorities revealed that the suspects had previously

attempted drug smuggling twice, but details remain

undisclosed as the investigation continues. [Antara]

Indonesia and Iran discuss bilateral

cooperation

(gk) Indonesia’s Minister of Foreign Affairs Sugiono and

the Ambassador of the Islamic Republic of Iran to

Indonesia, Mohammad Boroujerdi, held a bilateral

meeting to strengthen cooperation in various sectors,

especially in food and energy security, trade and

investment.

Minister Sugiono highlighted the advanced

cooperation existing between the two nations, in the

health technology sector, through collaboration in

construction of the Robotic Telesurgery Center and the
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development of telemedicine in various regions in

Indonesia. Both parties discussed opportunities for

educational cooperation for Indonesian health workers

to study health technology in Iran.

Minister Sugiono also praised the use of nano

technology and biotechnology in Iran’s agriculture that

can support food security, a goal Indonesia is pursuing

actively. Discussing tourism cooperation, both parties

pondered upon the opening of direct flight routes

between both countries.

Views on the issue of Palestine was also exchanged.

Both emphasized the importance of unity of Islamic

countries in supporting the issues in Middle East,

especially Palestinian independence. [Ministry of

Foreign Affairs of The Republic of Indonesia, in

Indonesian]

Japan seeks exemption from India's

proposed steel import tariffs

(adi) Japan has formally requested an exemption from

India's proposed temporary safeguard duties on steel

imports, emphasizing that Japanese high-performance

steel products are essential for industries in India and

cannot be sufficiently produced domestically. This

appeal was presented during the third India-Japan

Steel Dialogue held in New Delhi, where a Japanese

delegation comprising government and industry

officials met with India's steel ministry.

India, the world's second-largest crude steel producer,

initiated an investigation in December 2024 to assess

the imposition of safeguard duties aimed at curbing

rising steel imports. The Indian government is

considering these measures in response to concerns

over cheap steel imports from countries like China,

which have adversely affected local steelmakers.

In its presentation, the Japanese delegation highlighted

that their steel products cater to India's demand for

high-grade, specialty alloys, which are not

manufactured domestically in the required quality or

quantity. They argued that imposing tariffs on

Japanese steel could disrupt the supply of these critical

materials to Indian industries. [Reuters]

Prime Minister Ishiba, President Trump

pledge stronger Japan-U.S. ties
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(adi) Japanese Prime Minister Shigeru Ishiba and U.S.

President Donald Trump held their first in-person

summit in Washington on February 7 reaffirming the

strength of the Japan-U.S. alliance while addressing

trade and security issues. The leaders agreed to

pursue a “new golden age” of bilateral relations, with

Ishiba emphasizing Japan’s role as the largest foreign

investor in the U.S. [Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Japan]

During the talks, Trump raised concerns about the U.S.

trade deficit with Japan, calling for more balanced

economic ties and warning that tariffs remain an

option if progress is not made. Ishiba acknowledged

the trade imbalance but highlighted Japan’s continued

investment in U.S. infrastructure, technology, and

manufacturing, underscoring efforts to strengthen

economic ties. He pledged an increase of Japanese

investment in the U.S. of USD 1 trillion to address the

U.S. trade deficit with Japan, along with a rise in

liquefied natural gas (LNG) imports. [NDTV] [The Japan

News]

On defense, the two leaders reaffirmed their

commitment to regional security, with discussions

focusing on deterrence measures against North Korea

and China’s growing military influence in the Indo-

Pacific. Ishiba and Trump pledged to deepen military

cooperation under the Japan-U.S. security framework,

emphasizing the importance of stability in the region.

The joint statement reaffirmed Japan’s commitment to

strengthening its defense capabilities beyond FY 2027,

when the current JPY 43 trillion (USD 284 billion)

defense budget expires. [The White House, USA]

Regarding the proposed buyout of US Steel by Japan’s

Nippon Steel, one of the largest steel manufacturers in

the world, both parties agreed that Nippon Steel would

invest significantly in the American company rather

than acquiring it. Speaking alongside Japanese Prime

Minister Shigeru Ishiba at a news conference, Trump

stated that Nippon Steel would pursue an investment

rather than a purchase, without providing further

details remain unclear. He also announced plans to

meet with the company's leadership to mediate the

process. Ishiba confirmed that the investment would

mutually beneficial, adding that Japanese technology

would be provided to U.S. Steel mills. [AP News] [Kyodo

News]

The proposed USD 15 billion acquisition, announced in

December 2023, became a political issue in the 2024

U.S. presidential election, given U.S. Steel’s significance

in Pennsylvania. Both Trump and President Joe Biden

opposed the merger, aligning with the United

Steelworkers union. In December, the Committee on

Foreign Investment in the United States (CFIUS)
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submitted a report on potential national security risks

but failed to reach a consensus. The Biden

administration extended the deadline for Nippon Steel

to withdraw, effectively leaving the decision to Trump

(see AiR No. 53, December/2024, 5 AiR No. 2,

January/2025, 2).

The summit was a significant diplomatic engagement

for Ishiba, who is seeking foreign policy successes to

bolster his standing in domestic politics. His minority

government is currently under pressure amid a

dispute with opposition parties over the passage of the

2025 central budget. [Reuters 1] [Nippon.com]

China, meanwhile, has lodged a formal complaint with

Japan over what it calls “negative references” in the

joint statement of Ishiba and Trump. Beijing criticized

the communique, which expressed concerns over

China’s military actions in the East and South China

Seas and reaffirmed the importance of peace and

stability across the Taiwan Strait. [Japan Times]

The Chinese foreign ministry called the statement an

“open interference in China’s internal affairs” and

demanded that Japan and the U.S. “immediately stop

smearing China”. [Ministry of Foreign Affairs, China]

The Japan-U.S. joint statement underscored Taiwan’s

role in the international community, supporting its

meaningful participation in global organizations. It also

reaffirmed the importance of a free and open Indo-

Pacific, a stance Beijing views as a challenge to its

regional influence. [The White House, USA] [Reuters 2]

Japan monitors Russian intelligence ship

near Southern waters

(adi) Japan's military monitored a Russian intelligence-

gathering vessel operating near its southern islands,

including Okinawa and Kyushu, for over a week,

according to the Joint Staff. The Vishnya-class ship,

numbered 535, was first observed on February 1,

approximately 30 miles southeast of Okinawa's main

island.

The vessel navigated through Japan's contiguous zones

—maritime areas extending 12 nautical miles beyond

territorial waters—near Okinawa and Kikaijima Island

in Kagoshima Prefecture between February 1 and 4. It

continued its course near Miyazaki Prefecture on

Kyushu from February 7 to 8, before moving westward

through the Osumi Strait toward the East China Sea on

February 9.
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In response, the Ministry of Defense and the Maritime

Self-Defense Force deployed ships and aircraft to

monitor the Russian vessel's activities. This incident is

part of a broader pattern of increased Russian military

operations near Japan.

In November 2024, a Yasen-class nuclear-powered

submarine, accompanied by other Russian ships,

transited the Soya Strait between Hokkaido and

Russia's Sakhalin Island. Additionally, Russian aircraft

have entered or approached Japanese airspace

multiple times in recent months, prompting Japan to

scramble fighter jets in response.

These developments underscore the heightened

vigilance of Japan's Self-Defense Forces amid escalating

regional military activities. [Stars and Stripes]

Laos, Cambodia discuss bilateral

cooperation

(tas) The President of Laos' National Assembly, Dr.

Xaysomphone Phomvihane, and Cambodian Senate

President, Samdech Hun Sen, met in Vientiane for a

two-day official visit to strengthen the comprehensive

strategic partnership between Laos and Cambodia.

Both leaders highlighted the enduring ties between

their nations and emphasized their shared cooperation

within regional and international parliamentary

frameworks, such as the ASEAN Inter-Parliamentary

Assembly and the Inter-Parliamentary Union.

During discussions, they reviewed past cooperations in

trade, defense, and education, and explored future

opportunities for bilateral growth. [Vientiane Times]

Laos to strengthen climate and

environmental justice with French

funding

(tas) Laos has launched the Climate and Environmental

Justice (CEJ) component of the JuSTICE Project, a EUR 4

million initiative funded by the French Development

Agency (AFD) to strengthen environmental governance

and climate justice.

Led by the Ministry of Justice, the project will enhance

the enforcement of environmental laws through

specialized training for legal professionals, awareness

campaigns, and measures to combat deforestation,
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biodiversity loss, and climate change impacts, which

disproportionately affect vulnerable communities. The

initiative, launched in Vientiane on February 3 brings

together key legal and environmental institutions, with

France reaffirming its commitment to supporting

inclusive governance and environmental protection in

Laos. [Vientiane Times]

Malaysia, Cambodia discuss legal

cooperation and ASEAN initiatives

(ga) Malaysia's Minister in the Prime Minister's

Department (Law and Institutional Reform) Azalina

Othman met with Cambodia's Deputy Prime Minister

and Minister of Justice Koeut Rith during a working visit

to Cambodia on February 10. The meeting focused on

strengthening bilateral legal cooperation, advancing

international arbitration and mediation, and

supporting regional integration to drive ASEAN's

economic growth.

Azalina highlighted Malaysia's initiatives, including the

ASEAN Convention 2025 on Legal Aid for Children,

scheduled for June, which aims to enhance legal aid

services for children across ASEAN member states. She

emphasized Malaysia's commitment to international

arbitration, the regulation of third-party funding, and

creating efficient dispute resolution frameworks.

As part of Malaysia's preparations for its ASEAN

Chairmanship in 2025, Azalina invited Rith to the

ASEAN Legal Forum 2025, scheduled for August 19-21

in Kuala Lumpur. The forum will bring together ASEAN

legal stakeholders to foster regional collaboration and

strengthen dispute resolution mechanisms, concluding

with a joint statement reaffirming shared

commitments.

She further expressed appreciation for Cambodia’s

hospitality and highlighted the importance of regional

unity in legal collaboration efforts. [Bernama] [The

Phnom Penh Post]

Erdogan's visit strengthens Malaysia-

Türkiye ties with 11 MoUs signed

(ga/tl) Turkish President Recep Tayyip Erdoğan's two-

day official visit to Malaysia from February 10 to 11,

reaffirmed the strong partnership between the two

nations. Malaysian Prime Minister Anwar Ibrahim

highlighted the enduring friendship between the
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countries, commending Erdoğan's leadership in

transforming Turkiye and strengthening its global

influence.

Both leaders held bilateral talks, focusing on key

sectors such as trade, defense, energy, disaster

management, and science. Regional issues, including

Malaysia's ASEAN Chairmanship, the Antalya

Diplomacy Forum 2025, and the ceasefire in Gaza,

were also discussed. [Bernama 1] [Bernama 2]

A significant outcome of the visit was the exchange of

11 Memoranda of Understanding (MoUs) in areas

including energy transition, defense cooperation,

disaster management, and media collaboration.

Agreements were also made on scientific research,

strategic communications, and procurement initiatives.

In 2024, Turkiye was Malaysia's third-largest trading

partner among West Asian countries, with bilateral

trade totaling MYR 24.13 billion (USD 5.4 billion), an

18.7 percent increase from the previous year.

[Bernama 3]

Malaysia, which has close cooperation with Türkiye in

the defense industry, was the first stop of Erdoğan's

Asia tour this week that also includes Indonesia and

Pakistan. [Daily Sabah]

Maldivian Parliament Speaker Abdul

Raheem arrives in India for four-day visit

(lm) Maldives' Parliament Speaker Abdul Raheem

Abdulla on February 11 commenced an official visit to

India, organized at the invitation of Om Birla, Speaker

of the 17th Lok Sabha, India's lower house of

Parliament. The four-day visit, part of India’s

"neighborhood-first" policy, aims to enhance

parliamentary cooperation between the two nations.

This marks Abdul Raheem's first official visit to India

since assuming the role of Speaker. [the edition]

Mongolia and Azerbaijan strengthen

bilateral ties in political consultations

(fs) The foreign ministries of Mongolia and Azerbaijan

held a political consultative meeting in Ulaanbaatar on

February 3, focusing on enhancing bilateral relations

and cooperation. Both sides exchanged insights into

their respective political, social, and economic

developments, as well as government policies and
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objectives. [Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Mongolia, in

Mongolian]

Discussions covered areas such as trade, investment,

transportation, energy, culture, and education.

Additionally, they addressed regional and multilateral

cooperation, high-level visits planned for this year, and

strategies to deepen diplomatic engagement.

Azerbaijan’s delegation will also meet with officials

from Mongolia’s ministries overseeing economic

development, defense, industry, transport, agriculture,

and energy. [Akipress]

Mongolia, India to cooperate in coking

coal trade and construction of oil refinery

(fs) Mongolia and India are enhancing economic

cooperation through coking coal trade and the

construction of Mongolia’s first oil refinery, with India

exploring coal imports and supporting the refinery’s

development through funding and engineering

collaboration.

India explores coking coal imports from Mongolia

The Indian government is assessing the feasibility of

importing coking coal from Mongolia, aiming to

diversify its supply sources and optimize steel

production costs.

A government official confirmed that the import route

from Mongolia is under review. India has been in

discussions with Mongolia to secure a stable supply of

coking coal, a critical raw material for steel production

via the blast furnace process. The Indian cabinet

already approved a preliminary Memorandum of

Understanding (MoU) with Mongolia in the field of

geology and exploration at the beginning of January,

which is expected to be signed in the near future (see

Asia in Review No. 2, January/2025, 2).

Currently, India relies heavily on a few suppliers,

particularly Australia, which meets 80-90 percent of its

coking coal demand. Due to long shipping distances,

transportation costs significantly impact steel

production expenses. [Akipress]

Mongolia advances construction of first oil refinery with

Indian partnership

Mongolia's first oil refinery, located in Altanshireet

soum, Dornogobi aimag, is progressing with funding
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from a USD 1.7 billion soft loan from the Government

of India.

On February 6, state-owned Mongol Refinery LLC

signed an engineering, procurement, and construction

(EPC) contract with Indian infrastructure company

Megha Engineering and Infrastructure Limited (MEIL)

for the final licensed technological facilities of the

refinery. [MEIL]

The refinery, designed to process 1.5 million tons of

crude oil annually, will feature 12 technological units,

including seven deep-processing facilities built under

licenses from France, Italy, the U.S., and the

Netherlands. The licensors, including UOP Honeywell,

Axens, Shell, and Kinetics Technology, have completed

facility designs. MEIL is set to complete construction

within 36-38 months.

The project is divided into four phases, with the first

phase, including infrastructure, electricity, and water

supply systems, already completed in November 2024.

The second and third phases, involving distillation

units and supporting infrastructure, are underway with

foundation work completed and steel structure

installation beginning soon.

Currently, over 1,000 specialists from Mongolia, India,

China, Italy, France, the U.S., Canada, the Netherlands,

and Spain are engaged in the refinery’s construction.

[Montsame]

Mongolia, Uzbekistan to strengthen

economic ties

(fs) The first Mongolia-Uzbekistan Intergovernmental

Commission Meeting on Trade, Economy, Science, and

Technology Cooperation took place in Tashkent on

February 6-7.

During the meeting, both nations agreed to establish

Trade and Economic Representative Offices in

Ulaanbaatar and Tashkent, with their respective

Chambers of Commerce overseeing the initiative. The

Mongolian Chamber of Commerce and Industry noted

that the new trade offices will facilitate deeper regional

economic integration.

Deputy Prime Ministers Amarsaikhan Sainbuyan of

Mongolia and Zhamshid Khodjaev of Uzbekistan led

discussions, highlighting progress in bilateral

cooperation since their previous meeting in June 2024

(see Asia in Review No. 27, July/2024, 1)
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Both sides emphasized the importance of reducing

trade barriers and leveraging mutual advantages to

enhance economic ties. They seek to expand

collaboration in infrastructure, transportation,

logistics, agriculture, and light industry. [Montsame]

U.S. Indo-pacific command deputy meets

Mongolian defense minister

(fs) Deputy Commander of the U.S. Indo-Pacific

Command (USINDOPACOM) Joshua M. Rudd met with

Mongolian Defense Minister Sandag Byambatsogt at

USINDOPACOM headquarters in Hawaii on February 4.

The discussions focused on strengthening defense ties,

military modernization, and expanding peacekeeping

cooperation. [U.S. Indo-Pacific Command] [Akipress]

Myamar: Tachileik town increases

connection with Laotian grid amid

Thailand's power cut

(hw) On February 5, Thailand cut off electricity to five

areas in Myanmar as part of its strategy to disrupt

scam compounds by restricting power, fuel, and

internet access. The move has led to panic-buying of

gasoline and diesel among locals in Myawaddy. [Radio

Free Asia][Thai PBS World]

In response, authorities in the town of Tachileik have

increased electricity imports from the Laotian grid.

Additionally, reports indicate that Tachileik officials are

negotiating with Thai authorities to restore power. The

electricity cut is expected to cost Thailand

approximately USD 180,000 per year. [DVB, in

Burmese]

However, on February 6, Laos informed Tachileik that it

would reduce the electricity supply to Myanmar,

allegedly under pressure from China. [Tachileik News,

in Burmese]

Nearly 300 Myanmar nationals in

Singapore relinquish citizenship

(hw) The Myanmar embassy in Singapore announced

on February 3 that nearly 300 Myanmar nationals in

Singapore had chosen to renounce their Myanmar

citizenship. These individuals initiated the process
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between January and December 2024. They were

required to submit their original National Registration

Cards (NRCs) and passports to obtain letters of

recommendation from the embassy.

The Singaporean government traditionally grants

Permanent Residence (PR) status only to highly

educated individuals and professionals. To apply for

PR, individuals must be over 21 years old and have a

monthly income of at least SGD 3,000. Those holding

PR status for more than three years become eligible to

apply for Singaporean citizenship.

The number of Myanmar nationals applying for PR and

Singaporean citizenship has risen since the 2021 coup.

However, there is no precedent for such a large

number of people renouncing their Myanmar

citizenship. [Radio Free Asia, in Burmese]

Indian spiritual leader Sri Sri Ravi Shankar

meets with Myanmar junta chief

(hw) During his trip to Myanmar, Indian Global Peace

Ambassador and spiritual leader Sri Sri Ravi Shankar

met with the junta’s chief, Senior General Min Aung

Hlaing. The meeting took place on February 9 in

Naypyidaw, where Shankar described his mission as

helping Myanmar in its efforts to achieve peace to the

best of his ability.

According to the junta’s media, Min Aung Hlaing

discussed Myanmar’s situation and the State

Administration Council’s (SAC) preparations for the

upcoming multiparty election. The meeting was

attended by General Ye Win Oo, Joint Secretary of the

SAC, Lieutenant General Yar Pyae, a member of the

SAC’s Advisory Council, and Than Swe, the Foreign

Minister.

After the meeting, Shankar had a separate discussion

with Lieutenant General Yar Pyae, who also serves as

the Minister of Border Affairs and Chairman of the

National Solidarity and Peace Negotiation Committee

(NSPNC). They talked about peace efforts and how to

provide humanitarian assistance to Myanmar. [BBC

News, in Burmese]

Thailand’s Department of Investigation

prepares arrest warrant for Myanmar’s

Border Guard Force chief
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(hw) Thailand’s Department of Special Investigation

(DSI) is reportedly preparing to issue an arrest warrant

for Colonel Saw Chit Thu, the chief of Myanmar’s

Border Guard Force (BGF). According to the Ministry of

Justice, the DSI plans to present evidence alleging

Colonel Saw Chit Thu and his associates’ involvement

in scam operations to government attorneys.

The evidence will primarily focus on the testimony of a

rescued Indian national who was forced to work in a

call center gang. In addition to Colonel Saw Chit Thu,

arrest warrants are also expected to be issued for his

colleagues, Lieutenant Colonel Saw Mote Tone and

Major Saw Tin Win. [Radio Free Asia, in Burmese]

U.S. administration continues to consider

Myanmar as a security threat under

Trump

(hw) The Trump administration continues to classify

Myanmar as a threat to U.S. foreign policy and national

security. The coup that overthrew the democratically

elected government, along with the subsequent

arrests and imprisonments of politicians, journalists,

human rights advocates, and religious leaders, has

undermined the rule of law and Myanmar’s democratic

transition, according to an executive order signed by

U.S. President Donald Trump on February 4, extending

Myanmar’s designation as a threat to U.S. interests.

This classification was originally made in 2021.

The National Unity Government (NUG) and other

political organizations opposing the junta have

welcomed this decision. [Radio Free Asia, in Burmese]

[The Irrawaddy]

Nepal’s President Poudel meets with

Britain’s Prince Edward

(lm) Prince Edward, Duke of Edinburgh and the

younger brother of King Charles III, met with Nepal’s

President Ramchandra Poudel on February 4 as part of

his ongoing visit to Nepal. Discussions focused on

climate change, bilateral cooperation, and Nepal-UK

relations, with both leaders emphasizing the

importance of tackling environmental challenges.

President Poudel highlighted Nepal’s vulnerability to

climate change and shared details about the upcoming

Sagarmatha Dialogue in May, which will address

climate change and its impact on the Himalayas.
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Prince Edward expressed his interest in understanding

Nepal’s climate challenges and reiterated the UK’s

commitment to supporting Nepal’s development,

youth, and women empowerment initiatives. He also

acknowledged the historical British-Gurkha connection,

emphasizing its significance in strengthening people-

to-people ties. Additionally, discussions touched on the

grievances of former British Gurkhas – Nepali soldiers

who have served in the British Army since 1815, with

both sides agreeing on the need for a bilateral

mechanism to address their concerns. [The

Kathmandu Post 1] [The Kathmandu Post 2]

Nepal seeks Iranian help for release of

citizen held captive by Hamas

(lm) Nepal’s Foreign Minister Arzu Rana Deuba has

requested her Iranian counterpart, Seyyed Abbas

Araghchi, to assist in securing the release of Bipin

Joshi, a Nepali citizen believed to be held captive by

Hamas. In a telephonic conversation, Araghchi assured

Deuba that he would prioritize the issue during an

upcoming meeting with Hamas officials, aligning with

ongoing prisoner exchange negotiations following the

recent ceasefire between Israel and Hamas.

Since October 2023, when Hamas launched an attack

on Israel, resulting in over 1,000 deaths, including 10

Nepalis, Nepal has been actively pursuing Joshi’s safe

return. Deuba has engaged in diplomatic discussions

with Qatar and Egypt, both key mediators in the

ceasefire talks, and has also met with the ambassadors

of Israel, Egypt, and Qatar to secure their support.

Additionally, Nepali Ambassador to Israel, Dhan Prasad

Pandit, recently spoke with Israeli President Isaac

Herzog, urging continued efforts toward Joshi's

release. Nepal’s government has consistently raised

the issue in bilateral meetings and international

forums, including the United Nations, as part of its

ongoing diplomatic push. [The Kathmandu Post]

North Korean troops resume fighting in

Russia after temporary pause

(dql/mm) North Korean troops have resumed combat

operations in Russia’s Kursk region after a temporary

pause in their assaults on Ukrainian forces, Ukrainian

President Volodymyr Zelensky announced. [Militarnyi]
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His announcement comes after South Korea’s National

Intelligence Service (NIS) confirmed recent reports of

The New York Times that North Korean troops deployed

to support Russia in its war against Ukraine have not

been seen in combat for weeks, raising speculation of

their withdrawal due to heavy losses. [The New York

Times]

The NIS added that North Korean troops were pulled

from the front lines around mid-January. North Korea

had sent an estimated 11,000 troops to Russia’s Kursk

region in late 2024, following a mutual defense pact

between Kim Jong-un and Vladimir Putin signed in June

last year and aimed at countering what they described

as U.S.-led “Western hegemony,” (see AiR No. 26,

June/2024, 4). [Yonhap News Agency]

The NIS attributed the withdrawal to high casualties,

particularly after Ukraine’s surprise offensive in Kursk

in August 2024. Analysts estimated that up to 50

percent of North Korean troops had been killed or

injured, describing the casualty rate as “staggering.”

The deployment estimated 11,000 North Koreans to

Kursk last December is believed to have come at a high

cost. South Korean intelligence reports indicate that

approximately 300 North Koreans have been killed and

2,700 wounded. In January, Ukrainian President

Volodymyr Zelenskyy shared footage of two captured

North Korean soldiers, one of whom claimed he had

been sent on a "training exercise,” (see AiR No. 2,

January/2025, 2). [Aljazeera]

North Korean troops, inexperienced in combat,

struggled with unfamiliar terrain and were particularly

vulnerable to Ukrainian drone attacks. Intelligence

sources reported that notes found on dead soldiers

suggested the regime expected them to commit

suicide rather than be taken prisoner.

The deployment initially sparked concerns that

Pyongyang might send additional troops. In exchange

for personnel, weapons, and ammunition, North Korea

is reportedly seeking advanced Russian satellite

technology and foreign currency to fund its nuclear

and missile programs.

While North Korea has not officially acknowledged its

involvement, Russian President Putin did not deny

reports of North Korean troops in Russia, and North

Korean Vice Foreign Minister Kim Jong-gyu stated that

any such deployment would comply with international

law. [The Guardian]

In a separate report, the NIS reported that in 2024

thousands of North Korean workers were sent to
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various construction sites in Russia due to labor

shortages exacerbated by the ongoing war with

Ukraine. The move violates UN Security Council

resolutions banning North Korean overseas workers in

response to Pyongyang's weapons programs and

requiring all North Korean workers to return home by

December 2019.

Reports suggest that Pyongyang and Moscow are

circumventing these sanctions by issuing student visas

to North Korean workers. Citing Russia's federal

statistics service, Radio Free Asia reported that 13,221

North Koreans entered Russia in 2024, a twelve-fold

increase from the previous year. Of these, 7,887

claimed to have entered for educational purposes.

[Yonhap News Agency] [The Korea Herald]

North Korea and Russia strengthen

military ties with joint drone production

(mc/dql) North Korea is expected to begin mass

production of drones this year under a joint

development agreement with Russia, according to

sources familiar with two countries’ bilateral relations.

The agreement reportedly includes Russia providing

technical assistance to North Korea to develop various

types of drones and further deepening military

cooperation between the two countries. The

agreement follows the signing of a comprehensive

strategic partnership agreement last year and is

believed to be a response to Pyongyang's deployment

of troops to assist Russia in its ongoing occupation of

Ukraine.

Despite this increased military cooperation, Russia is

reportedly reluctant to support North Korea's

development of nuclear weapons, as Moscow fears

that actions such as nuclear tests by Pyongyang could

complicate its relations with the United States, China

and other regional actors.

In November 2024, North Korean leader Kim Jong-un

personally supervised a performance test of a suicide

drone and instructed officials to set up a system for

mass production of the weapon, accommodating

Pyongyang's expanding drone capabilities amid

growing military ties with Moscow. [NHK World Japan]

In latest news, North Korea is estimated to have sent

approximately 200 pieces of long-range artillery to

Russia and is expected to provide additional troops

and weapons to support Moscow's war against

Ukraine, according Yonhap News Agency citing South
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Korea's defense ministry. This follows an earlier

assessment by South Korea's spy agency, which

reported that North Korea had sent about 11,000

troops, with 300 killed and 2,700 wounded.

The ministry highlighted that North Korea has also

provided missiles, long-range artillery, and substantial

ammunition, and there is a possibility of further

military support. Additionally, North Korea is

anticipated to intensify its weapons development in

the final year of its five-year plan, focusing on nuclear-

powered submarines, spy satellites, and solid-fuel

intercontinental ballistic missiles (ICBMs).

The ministry suggested that North Korea might receive

technological assistance from Russia in exchange for

its support, particularly regarding nuclear submarine

and ICBM re-entry technologies. [Yonhap News

Agency]

Injured Russian soldiers receiving

treatment in North Korea

(mm) Hundreds of Russian soldiers injured in the

Ukraine war are receiving treatment in North Korean

hospitals, according to Alexander Matsegora, Russia’s

ambassador to North Korea.

In an interview published in the state-run newspaper

Rossiyskaya Gazeta,

Matsegora emphasised the hospitality of North Korea

who are paying for the medical treatment, care and

food of the wounded soldiers. Allegedly, when Russian

officials offered to contribute toward the expenses,

North Korean officials adamantly refused.

He also added that the children of Russian soldiers

killed in Ukraine spent last summer at Songdowan

children's recreation centre in the North Korean

coastal city Wonsan.

Matsegora also took the opportunity to slam the

United States and South Korea as the driving force of

heightened tensions on the Korean Peninsula. [Korea

Joongang Daily].

Bangladesh-Pakistan naval chiefs discuss

maritime security and cooperation

https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-strfdk-l-kjy/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-strfdk-l-kjy/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-strfdk-l-kjj/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-strfdk-l-kjj/


(lm) Bangladesh’s Chief of the Naval Staff, Admiral

Mohammad Nazmul Hassan, recently met with

Pakistan’s naval chief, Admiral Naveed Ashraf, in

Islamabad to discuss bilateral cooperation and

regional maritime security. The visit coincided with

AMAN-25, a multinational naval exercise hosted by

Pakistan, which has been held every two years since

2007 under the theme "Together for Peace."

Admiral Hassan was given a Guard of Honor at

Pakistan Navy headquarters before discussing avenues

for training, exchange programs, and future naval

exercises with Admiral Ashraf. The Pakistan Navy's

Regional Maritime Security Patrols and broader

security initiatives were also highlighted.

Pakistan and Bangladesh, once part of the same

country before Bangladesh's 1971 independence, have

seen improved ties following the ouster of Dhaka’s

then-Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina in August 2024.

Bangladesh’s interim leader Muhammad Yunus has

met with Pakistani Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif twice

since taking office, and reports suggest increased

military training cooperation between the two

countries. [Arab News]

In related updates, Bangladesh’s Foreign Affairs

Adviser, Md Touhid Hossain, has confirmed that

Pakistan’s Deputy Prime Minister and Foreign Minister,

Ishaq Dar, is expected to visit Bangladesh soon, but

not before April 2025. While the exact date of the visit

has not been finalized, both Dhaka and Islamabad are

coordinating efforts for the trip. Ishaq Dar’s visit would

mark the first time a Pakistani Foreign Minister has

visited Bangladesh since 2012. [UNB]

China, Pakistan strengthen security,

economic and space cooperation ties

(sn/dh) Pakistan and China have reinforced their

strategic partnership by advancing security

collaboration, economic projects, and space

cooperation during President Asif Ali Zardari’s visit to

Beijing. The visit comes amid rising concerns over

militant attacks on Chinese nationals in Pakistan,

particularly those working on China-Pakistan Economic

Corridor (CPEC) projects, as well as efforts to expand

bilateral trade and scientific collaboration. [The

Diplomat] [Reuters] [SCMP]

In high-level meetings, Pakistan and China agreed to

enhance intelligence sharing and security cooperation

to counter militant threats, particularly those targeting

Chinese workers and infrastructure projects. Both
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nations discussed the exchange of advanced

technology for Pakistan’s police and paramilitary

forces, as well as border security measures to prevent

cross-border militant activities. [Arab News 1]

A key part of the discussions was the ongoing security

concerns over militant attacks on Chinese nationals,

especially those working on CPEC projects. The two

sides agreed to bolster intelligence sharing and

counterterrorism efforts, particularly against groups

operating in Afghanistan, such as Tehreek-e-Taliban

Pakistan (TTP) and Balochistan Liberation Army (BLA).

The recent attacks, including a suicide bombing in

October 2024 that killed Chinese nationals and

assaults on Chinese-funded projects like the Gwadar

airport, underscored the need for enhanced security

for workers and infrastructure. Both countries also

urged Afghanistan’s Taliban administration to take

stronger actions against these militant groups. [Arab

News 2] [Arab News 3] [Pakistan Ministry of Foreign

Affairs] [China Ministry of Foreign Affairs]

A key focus of Zardari’s talks with President Xi Jinping

was the next phase of CPEC, known as CPEC 2.0, which

seeks to expand beyond infrastructure to include

industrialization, renewable energy, agriculture, and

third-party partnerships to enhance regional

connectivity. Key agreements include the

reconstruction and modernization of Pakistan’s railway

network, further development of Gwadar Port as a

major trade hub, encouraging Chinese companies to

invest in Pakistan’s offshore oil and gas exploration,

and advancing joint mining projects in Pakistan’s

terrestrial and marine geological sectors. Zardari also

extended an invitation to Xi to visit Pakistan,

reinforcing Islamabad’s commitment to the All-

Weather Strategic Cooperative Partnership. [Arab

News 4] [Arab News 5]

In a landmark agreement, Pakistan and China signed

an MoU to include Pakistan’s first lunar rover in China’s

Chang’e-8 mission, scheduled for 2028. Pakistan’s

Space and Upper Atmosphere Research Commission

(SUPARCO) will contribute a scientific payload to the

International Lunar Research Station (ILRS), marking a

major milestone for Pakistan’s space program. The

rover, to be deployed at the Moon’s south pole, will

conduct detailed mapping and soil composition

analysis, study radiation levels and plasma properties,

and test new technologies for future lunar exploration.

[Arab News 6] [The Express Tribune]

Pakistan urges India to hold talks on

Kashmir, says integration efforts have
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failed

(afk/sn/lm/mra) Pakistan has called on India to engage

in meaningful dialogue on Kashmir, asserting that New

Delhi’s attempts to unilaterally integrate the region

have failed due to sustained local resistance. Prime

Minister Shehbaz Sharif, speaking at the Azad Jammu

and Kashmir (AJK) Legislative Assembly on Kashmir

Solidarity Day, reaffirmed Pakistan’s commitment to

resolving the dispute diplomatically under United

Nations Security Council (UNSC) resolutions. He also

urged the international community to pressure India

into granting Kashmiris the right to determine their

own future. [Arab News 1]

Army Chief General Asim Munir echoed this stance

during a visit to Muzaffarabad, declaring that "Kashmir

will be free one day and become part of Pakistan" in

line with the will of its people. At a Corps Commanders'

Conference, Munir condemned recent remarks by

India’s Army Chief, General Upendra Dwivedi, who

claimed that 60 percent of militants eliminated in

Kashmir were of Pakistani origin. Munir dismissed

these statements as a distraction from India’s alleged

human rights violations in the region. He also

discussed border security challenges along the Line of

Control (LoC) and the Working Boundary. [The Express

Tribune] [DAWN]

Pakistan has taken its case to the United Nations, with

Deputy Prime Minister Ishaq Dar writing to the UNSC

and UN Secretary-General, urging them to uphold

Kashmiris’ right to self-determination. The

Organization of Islamic Cooperation (OIC) has also

renewed calls for India to reverse its August 5, 2019,

decision to revoke Jammu and Kashmir’s special status

under Article 370 of the Indian Constitution. [Arab

News 2] [Associated Press of Pakistan] [X]

The Kashmir dispute remains a longstanding flashpoint

between Pakistan and India, both of whom claim the

region in full but control only parts of it. Pakistan has

accused India of altering Kashmir’s demographic

structure and suppressing dissent, while India denies

these allegations and accuses Pakistan of supporting

militancy. The revocation of Kashmir’s autonomy in

2019 led to a military crackdown, internet blackouts,

and widespread protests, drawing condemnation from

Pakistan and global human rights organizations.

Domestically, on February 5, Pakistan marked Kashmir

Solidarity Day with nationwide rallies, human chains,

and moments of silence to show support for the

people of Indian-administered Kashmir. [GEO News]
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Pakistan’s Bilawal Bhutto-Zardari calls for

stronger public ties with US

(mra) Bilawal Bhutto-Zardari, Chairman of the Pakistan

Peoples Party (PPP), has emphasized the need for

stronger people-to-people ties between Pakistan and

the United States, calling for greater engagement with

the Pakistani American community and US businesses.

His remarks came during his participation in the US

National Prayer Breakfast in Washington, where he

met several global leaders and current and former US

lawmakers.

Speaking to Pakistani journalists, Bhutto-Zardari

clarified that his meetings were conducted in a

personal capacity, as he is no longer Pakistan’s foreign

minister, a role he held from April 2022 to August

2023. While he attended the event where U.S.

President Donald Trump delivered a keynote speech,

he did not confirm a direct meeting with him. Instead,

he highlighted his focus on fostering relationships

between the Pakistani diaspora and US stakeholders.

During the closing ceremony, Bhutto-Zardari delivered

remarks reflecting on faith, loss, and unity. He shared

personal experiences, recalling the impact of his

grandfather Zulfikar Ali Bhutto’s execution, the deaths

of his uncles Shahnawaz and Mir Murtaza Bhutto, and

the assassination of his mother, former Prime Minister

Benazir Bhutto. He underscored that religion should

serve as a unifying force rather than a source of

division, stressing the common spiritual beliefs shared

between Islam and Christianity. [DAWN]

The Bhutto family's ties with the US have fluctuated.

Zulfikar Ali Bhutto initially cooperated with Washington

but later distanced himself over Pakistan’s nuclear

ambitions, contributing to his downfall. Benazir Bhutto

maintained stronger US ties, aligning with American

interests in Afghanistan, though relations cooled over

corruption allegations before a US-backed deal

facilitated her return in 2007. Bilawal Bhutto-Zardari

has continued a pragmatic approach, fostering

engagement during his tenure as foreign minister

(April 2022–August 2023) and emphasizing economic

and diplomatic cooperation.

Belarus strengthens cooperation with

Pakistan in industry, health, and tourism

sectors

(lm) Pakistan and Belarus have agreed to enhance

cooperation in key sectors including industry, health,
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and tourism, as part of efforts to strengthen their

bilateral ties. This decision was made during the Eighth

Session of the Pakistan-Belarus Joint Ministerial

Commission on Trade and Economic Cooperation, held

in Minsk on February 10. Pakistan’s Commerce

Minister Jam Kamal Khan and Belarusian Energy

Minister Aleksey Kushnarenko discussed expanding

industrial cooperation, particularly in agricultural

machinery, transportation, and industrial equipment.

The two countries also pledged to collaborate in the

healthcare and pharmaceuticals sectors, along with

agriculture, livestock, and fisheries, aiming to boost

food security and trade.

The meeting underscored a mutual desire to increase

cooperation in labor migration, tourism, and media,

with a renewed focus on strengthening ties in these

areas. In addition to economic collaboration, the two

sides also agreed to continue their work on joint

ventures in agricultural machinery and livestock,

following earlier agreements in 2024.

Pakistan, grappling with an economic crisis, is actively

seeking foreign investment to support its USD 350

billion economy. This collaboration with Belarus,

following a history of cooperation since their first Joint

Economic Commission in 2015, forms part of Pakistan’s

broader strategy to attract investment and secure

sustainable growth. The signing of 15 memorandums

of understanding in November 2024, covering areas

like disaster management, environmental protection,

and halal trade, further deepens their relationship.

[Arab News]

Pakistan’s President Zardari meets

Turkish counterpart Erdogan

(afk) Pakistani President Asif Ali Zardari met with

Turkish President Recep Tayyip Erdoğan during a brief

stopover in Istanbul while en route to Portugal. The

meeting took place just before Erdoğan departed for

Malaysia as part of his ongoing South Asia tour, which

includes visits to Indonesia and Pakistan and runs until

February 13.

The leaders discussed bilateral relations, emphasizing

cooperation in trade, defense, and cultural exchange.

They reaffirmed their commitment to regional peace

and stability, underscoring their strategic partnership.

Turkish Foreign Minister Hakan Fidan welcomed

Zardari upon his arrival, and the two exchanged

pleasantries before the discussions. [The Express

Tribune 1] [The Express Tribune 2] [The Europe Today]
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Pakistan, Oman explore deeper defense

ties and indigenous military collaboration

(lm) Oman has expressed interest in enhancing

defense cooperation with Pakistan, particularly in

indigenous defense production and closer

collaboration between the Pakistan Air Force (PAF) and

the Royal Air Force of Oman (RAFO). This development

follows a visit by Pakistan Air Chief Marshal Zaheer

Ahmed Baber Sidhu to Muscat, where he met with

Omani civil and military leaders.

According to the official readout, discussions focused

on joint military exercises, exchange programs, and

advanced training opportunities. Oman’s leadership

showed particular interest in Pakistan’s National

Aerospace Science & Technology Park, a high-tech

facility aimed at promoting aerospace research and

indigenous military production.

Both countries share a long history of military

cooperation, including a 2020 defense MoU that

strengthened collaboration in training and expertise-

sharing. Oman also sent a contingent to observe

Exercise Indus Shield-2024, where it praised Pakistan’s

multi-domain airpower strategies and use of disruptive

technologies. [Arab News]

Pakistan considers renegotiating LNG deal

with Qatar amid economic challenges

(lm/mra) Pakistan is considering renegotiating its

liquefied natural gas (LNG) agreement with Qatar,

signed in 2016, as economic challenges have reduced

power demand. The agreement supplies up to 3.75

million tons of LNG per year for 15 years, with a

provision allowing price renegotiations in its 10th year

or possible cancellation after 11 years if new terms are

not agreed upon.

Petroleum Minister Musadik Malik initially described

the deal as costly and indicated that Pakistan would

seek better terms in 2026. However, he later clarified

that no decision has been made yet, and the country

has a full year to assess its options.

Due to a current LNG surplus, Pakistan deferred five

contracted cargoes from Qatar until 2026 without

financial penalties. The government is also in talks to

postpone five more cargoes from other suppliers.

While renegotiation remains an option, Pakistan will
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first evaluate its energy needs and economic

conditions before proceeding. [Arab News 1] [Arab

News 2]

In parallel, diplomatic relations between Pakistan and

Qatar remain strong, as evidenced by the second

round of Pakistan-Qatar Bilateral Political

Consultations (BPC) on February 10 in Doha. Led by

Foreign Secretary Amna Baloch, Pakistan’s delegation

discussed a comprehensive review of their bilateral

ties with Qatari officials, including State Minister for

Foreign Affairs Soltan bin Saad Al-Muraikhi. The talks

focused on enhancing political, economic, consular,

and people-to-people relations, as well as addressing

regional and global issues of mutual concern. [PTV

News] [Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Pakistan]

Pakistan and Saudi Arabia strengthen

partnership across multiple sectors

(sn/mra) Pakistan and Saudi Arabia have strengthened

their partnership across multiple sectors, including

trade, finance, infrastructure, and investment, as both

nations continue to expand cooperation under Saudi

Vision 2030, a government program launched by Riyad

which aims to achieve the goal of increased

diversification economically, socially, and culturally.

In a major financial collaboration, Saudi Arabia’s

cabinet, chaired by Crown Prince Mohammed bin

Salman, approved a memorandum of understanding

(MoU) with Pakistan to enhance cooperation in

combating money laundering, terrorist financing, and

related crimes. The agreement, signed between

Pakistan’s Financial Monitoring Unit (FMU) and Saudi

Arabia’s Directorate of Financial Investigation,

facilitates the exchange of investigative information to

combat illicit financial activities. The initiative is part of

broader efforts to ensure regional stability and

financial security. [Arab News 1] [The Express Tribune]

Beyond financial cooperation, Saudi Arabia’s Saudi

Fund for Development (SFD) approved a USD 40

million grant for the construction of the King Salman

Hospital in Pakistan’s Khyber Pakhtunkhwa province.

The hospital is among over 40 projects funded by

Saudi Arabia in Pakistan, with total investments

surpassing USD 1.4 billion across sectors such as

energy, water, transportation, and infrastructure.

Saudi Arabia has also provided a one-year deferral of

USD 1.2 billion in oil payments, allowing Pakistan to

strengthen its foreign reserves ahead of its scheduled

International Monetary Fund (IMF) bailout review in
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March 2025. The deferral is part of a broader pattern

of Saudi economic support, reinforcing the Kingdom’s

role as a key financial ally of Pakistan. [Arab News 2]

In the trade sector, Pakistan held its first-ever “Made in

Pakistan” exhibition in Jeddah, organized by the Trade

Development Authority of Pakistan (TDAP) and the

Ministry of Commerce. The three-day event, which ran

from February 5-7, showcased over 135 Pakistani

companies displaying a diverse range of products,

including textiles, pharmaceuticals, processed foods,

construction materials, and engineering services. Saudi

Arabia presents a major export market for Pakistan,

given its strong consumer demand and large

expatriate workforce. [Arab News 3] [Arab News 4]

Cambodia, Philippines leaders strengthen

bilateral ties

(lm) Cambodian Prime Minister Hun Manet’s official

visit to the Philippines from February 10-11, marked a

notable milestone in strengthening bilateral ties

between the two nations. During his visit, Prime

Minister Hun Manet met with Philippine President

Ferdinand R. Marcos Jr. to discuss cooperation on key

areas such as trade, defense, tourism, and the fight

against transnational crimes.

The bilateral meeting on February 11 underscored the

mutual desire to enhance bilateral relations. The

leaders focused on ways to deepen defense

cooperation, with President Marcos expressing interest

in more frequent military training exchanges,

especially given the evolving security challenges in the

South China Sea and Indo-Pacific region. Both leaders

emphasized the need for further cooperation in

humanitarian assistance, disaster relief, cybersecurity,

and information sharing. [Philippine News Agency]

President Marcos highlighted the growing economic

collaboration between the two countries, including

trade, tourism, and investment. He also acknowledged

Cambodia's generosity in granting clemency to 13

Filipino women convicted in Cambodia for illegal

surrogacy. The repatriation of these Filipinos in

December 2024 was hailed as a humanitarian gesture,

strengthening the Philippines' ties with Cambodia.

Hun Manet, during his visit, expressed his desire to

further strengthen the partnership between Cambodia

and the Philippines, noting that the two countries’

cooperation extends beyond government-to-

government ties and is deeply rooted in the bond

between their peoples. With over 7,000 Filipinos
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residing and working in Cambodia, Hun Manet

emphasized the importance of people-to-people

exchanges, particularly in trade and defense

cooperation. [Presidential Communications Office]

Chinese research vessel spotted in

Philippines’ archipelagic waters amid

maritime tensions

(lm) A Chinese fisheries research vessel, Lan Hai 101,

was detected transiting through the Philippines’

archipelagic waters, according to Ray Powell, a

maritime expert from Stanford University’s Gordian

Knot Center for National Security Innovation. Powell

reported that the vessel appeared to be heading

toward the Philippine Sea, while its counterpart, Lan

Hai 201, was conducting surveys in the Arabian Sea.

The Philippine Coast Guard has yet to comment on the

report. The sighting comes amid ongoing maritime

tensions between Manila and Beijing, with China

continuing to assert sovereignty over most of the

South China Sea, including the West Philippine Sea,

despite the 2016 Permanent Court of Arbitration ruling

that rejected its claims in favor of the Philippines.

[Inquirer.net]

Philippines-Canada talks on defense pact

in final stages

(lm) The Philippines and Canada are finalizing

negotiations for a visiting forces agreement that would

allow for expanded military drills in the South China

Sea. Canadian Ambassador David Hartman confirmed

that the defense pact would enable deeper

participation in joint exercises and operations with the

Philippines and allied nations in the region. This

agreement aligns with Canada’s growing military

presence in the Indo-Pacific and its commitment to

upholding the rule of law.

The Philippines has been strengthening its defense ties

with multiple nations, including the United States,

Japan, France, and Australia, amid tensions with China

over disputed waters. Canada has previously joined

joint patrols in the South China Sea and signed a

defense cooperation agreement with the Philippines in

2023. Additionally, a separate pact signed last year

granted the Philippines access to Canada’s "Dark

Vessel Detection System," aimed at monitoring
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maritime activity, including China's alleged use of

undetectable ships.

If finalized, the Canada-Philippines defense deal would

be the third such agreement for the Philippines,

following similar pacts with the United States and

Australia. [Inquirer.net]

Beyond military cooperation, the two nations have

expanded disaster response collaboration. From

January 27-31, the Office of Civil Defense (OCD) and the

Canadian Disaster Assistance Response Team

conducted joint technical training to enhance the

Philippines’ rapid deployment capabilities in search

and rescue operations and emergency medical

management. This initiative supports the country’s

efforts to secure certification under the International

Search and Rescue Group, a global benchmark for

disaster response excellence.[Manila Times]

US military aircraft in Philippines crash

kills four

(jto) A U.S. military-contracted aircraft crashed in

Maguindanao del Sur, Philippines, killing one U.S.

Marine and three defense contractors. The aircraft, a

Beechcraft King Air 300, had been conducting an

intelligence and surveillance mission at the request of

the Philippine government when it crashed into a rice

field.

The crash occurred while en route from Cebu to

Cotabato City for an aerial survey. The region has long

hosted U.S. military personnel providing training and

support to the Philippine armed forces in

counterinsurgency efforts. [CBS] [Reuters]

Seychelles Defence Forces intercept 18

foreign vessels engaged in illegal fishing

(db) The Seychelles Defence Forces (SDF) have

intensified their crackdown on illegal, unreported, and

unregulated (IUU) fishing, intercepting 18 foreign

vessels and detaining 172 crew members, primarily

from Madagascar and Sri Lanka. The Seychelles Coast

Guard, Air Force, Special Forces, and the Island

Development Company (IDC) conducted a joint

operation in response to reports of illegal fishing in the

Farquhar Group of islands, located 450 nautical miles

southwest of Mahé.
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Among the intercepted vessels, seven large Malagasy

boats, accompanied by smaller craft, were engaged in

illegal sea cucumber harvesting, while a Sri Lankan

vessel was found conducting unauthorized fishing

operations. In a separate incident, 12 additional

Malagasy fishermen were recently apprehended for

illegal sea cucumber fishing while operating without

authorization. Their vessel originated from Analalava,

Madagascar, and discussions are underway between

the Seychelles and Malagasy authorities for their

repatriation.

This latest wave of arrests follows a similar crackdown

last year, when 164 Malagasy fishermen were

intercepted near Providence while illegally fishing in

Seychelles' territorial waters. Thus, authorities

continue to monitor the growing tensions between

Madagascar and Seychelles over repeated incursions

into the country's territorial waters. [Linfo, in French]

[Seychelles News Agency]

Singapore oil firm denies 'favoring'

Myanmar junta, says deal predates 2021

coup

(lm) Singapore-listed oil company Interra Resources

has rejected allegations that it aided Myanmar’s

military junta, stating that its production-sharing

contract with Myanmar Oil and Gas Enterprise (MOGE)

was extended in 2017 under the civilian government,

years before the military coup in 2021.

The firm’s response follows a report by activist group

Justice for Myanmar, which accused Interra of

supplying over two million barrels of oil worth more

than USD 150 million to Myanmar’s junta, allegedly

fueling war crimes. Interra dismissed these claims as

"sensationalization," asserting that it has no control

over how MOGE distributes oil.

Interra’s Goldpetrol Joint Operating Company (GJOC)

operates two oil fields in Myanmar, with a 60 percent

participating interest. The company argued that GJOC’s

oil production has remained stable since 2021 and that

fluctuations in revenue are tied to global oil prices

rather than junta-linked activities.

Following the allegations, Interra requested a trading

suspension on the Singapore Exchange (SGX) as it

seeks legal advice on compliance with foreign laws.

The case highlights Singapore’s cautious approach to

Myanmar-related trade. While MOGE remains under

U.S. and EU sanctions, Singapore authorities have

https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-strfdk-l-khh/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-strfdk-l-khk/


stressed the importance of monitoring financial risks

while allowing legitimate trade to support Myanmar’s

civilian population. [ChannelNews Asia]

Singapore, United States reaffirm long-

standing defense partnership

(vsq) On February 5, Singapore's Defence Minister Ng

Eng Hen spoke with US Secretary of Defence Pete

Hegseth in a "good and warm introductory call." This

discussion reaffirmed the strong bilateral defence ties

between the two countries.

During the conversation, Hegseth expressed

appreciation for Singapore's partnership with the US,

particularly highlighting Singapore's support for US

military operations, including facilitating the rotation of

US assets through Paya Lebar Air Base and RSS

Singapura – Changi Naval Base. Minister Ng also

thanked Hegseth for providing training opportunities

for the Republic of Singapore Air Force’s fighter jet

detachment in the US.

Both leaders pledged to strengthen their cooperation

for mutual benefits and regional stability. Minister Ng

invited Hegseth to visit Singapore and attend the

annual Shangri-La Dialogue, set for May 30 to June 1.

[U.S. Embassy, Singapore] The Straits Times]

RSAF deploys two helicopters to help

Australia in flood relief efforts in

Queensland

(vsq) In an effort to support flood disaster relief in

Queensland, Australia, the Republic of Singapore Air

Force (RSAF) deployed two CH-47F Chinook helicopters

to assist the Australian Defence Force (ADF) in their

ongoing flood relief efforts in Queensland. The region

has been severely impacted by torrential rains since

late January, resulting in widespread flooding.

[MINDEF] [The Straits Times]

Chinese President Xi Jinping considers

visit to South Korea for upcoming APEC

(fn) Chinese President Xi Jinping may visit South Korea

to attend the upcoming Asia-Pacific Economic

Cooperation (APEC) summit, which is scheduled to take

place in Gyeongju later this year. During his meeting
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with South Korean National Assembly Speaker Woo

Won-shik in Harbin, Xi said he is "seriously considering"

attending the summit.

He also mentioned the importance of maintaining a

stable relationship between both nations by

highlighting the need to strengthen their strategic

partnership and enhance economic cooperation amid

heightened uncertainties in the region and across the

globe.

He also discussed bilateral cooperation in advanced

technologies and supply chains as well as the

expansion of their free trade agreement. Their talks

also touched on the ongoing political turmoil in South

Korea, with Xi expressing that South Koreans have the

"wisdom and power" to solve the situation.

The two also discussed other various topics, including

cultural exchanges, particularly regarding the

accessibility of Korean content in China and the

necessity for fostering amicable relations through

cultural exchange. [Yonhap News Agency]

Chinese embassy rejects claims of

election interference in South Korea

(fn) The Chinese Embassy in Seoul has rejected the

claims regarding China's interference in South Korea's

elections, marking the first time Chinese authorities

have responded to the accusations. So far, Beijing had

declined to comment on what it called South Korea's

internal affairs.

The response followed reports of South Korean media

outlet Sky Daily in January, claiming that 99 Chinese

spies were apprehended at a National Election

Commission facility during Yoon's short-lived

imposition of martial law on December 3 and later

transported to a U.S. military base in Japan.

These claims were by South Korea's election authority

which filed a complaint against Sky Daily, as well as by

the U.S. Forces Korea. [Yonhap News Agency]

South Korea to face diplomatic challenges

with U.S.

(fn) South Korea struggles to engage with the U.S.

under President Donald Trump's administration amid a

leadership crisis in South Korea. After the

impeachment of President Yoon Suk Yeol and Prime
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Minister Han Duck-soo, acting President Choi Sang-

mok has not yet communicated with Trump.

Just a few weeks into his presidency and his focus on

the Middle East and his trade war with China, South

Korea is wary of its position, especially regarding North

Korea. Foreign Minister Cho Tae-yul is trying to

establish ties with the U.S. through a potential visit to

meet Secretary of State Marco Rubio, but plans about

this meeting are still not clear as a specific schedule

has yet to be set.

If the meeting with Rubio is delayed, then he may

instead have to meet Rubio on the sidelines of the

Munich Security Conference in Germany, scheduled for

Feb. 14 to 16. [The Korea Times]

US Nuclear powered submarine arrives in

South Korea for resupply and joint Naval

activities

(fn) The U.S. nuclear-powered submarine USS

Alexandria, a Los Angeles-class attack submarine,

arrived earlier on Monday at a major naval base in

Busan, South Korea. According to the Republic of

Korea Navy, the submarine arrived to replenish

supplies and provide rest for its crew members. The

armed forces of both sides, the U.S. Navy and South

Korea's Navy, plan to conduct joint activities aimed at

strengthening cooperation between the two navies

and enhancing their combined defense capabilities.

The arrival of USS Alexandria follows a similar visit by

another U.S. submarine, USS Columbia, in November.

[Yonhap News Agency ]

Trump's immigration crackdown sparks

fear and disruption in U.S. Korean

communities

(fn) U.S. President Donald Trump's sweeping

immigration crackdown is generating significant fear,

frustration, and disruption within South Korean

communities in the U.S. The crackdown targets

110,000 undocumented South Koreans, many of whom

are concerned about the impact of raids aimed at

illegal immigrants, including those with no criminal

records.

The recent arrest of a South Korean national in Atlanta

underscored the administration's focus on removing
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undocumented individuals. However, reports suggest

that many of those arrested have not committed any

crimes. [Yonhap News Agency]

The policy change now permits raids of the U.S.

Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE) in

schools, hospitals, and churches, further escalating

concerns. The crackdown is also disrupting businesses,

as workers and customers avoid public spaces out of

fear, impacting industries such as restaurants and

garment factories.

The stance towards the new immigration policy within

the South Korean community is mixed. While some

South Koreans support deporting undocumented

immigrants, believing it will help maintain law and

order, others are worried about racial profiling and the

negative consequences for the reputation of law-

abiding South Koreans. [The Korea Times]

South Korea and US conduct large scale

live fire drills near North Korean border

(fn) South Korean and U.S. troops are conducting a

large-scale, three-week live-fire exercise at a firing

range near the border with North Korea to enhance

their joint operational capabilities. The exercise, which

began on February 3 at the Rodriguez Live Fire

Complex in Pocheon, involves around 2,000 troops and

over 150 pieces of military equipment.

The allied forces have also formed combined units to

conduct various drills, including South Korean K1A2

tanks, U.S. Stryker combat vehicles, Apache

helicopters, and A-10 attack aircraft. The goal of these

drills is to strengthen joint operational capabilities

between the two countries, with a particular focus on

helping U.S. rotational Stryker units adjust to

conditions on the Korean Peninsula after their arrival

in South Korea last October.

This is the second time South Korean forces have

participated in these drills, having joined for the first

time in July of the previous year. [Yonhap News

Agency]

German shipping company considers

ordering South Korean LNG container ship

(mc) German shipping company Hapag-Lloyd is

reportedly considering an order with South Korean

shipbuilder Hanwha Ocean for six liquefied natural gas
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(LNG) dual-fuel containerships worth KRW 1.7 trillion

won (USD 1.2 billion).

Hapag-Lloyd had previously signed a letter of intent

with Hanwha Ocean - formerly Daewoo Shipbuilding &

Marine Engineering (DSME) - for the construction of six

similar vessels in 2021. Industry sources anticipate that

a formal contract could be signed later this month.

Hanwha Ocean, a subsidiary of Hanwha Group, did not

confirm the deal, stating that no final decision has

been made. If finalized, the deal will further

consolidate Hanwha Ocean's position in the LNG-

powered vessel market and reflect the global shipping

industry's shift towards environmentally friendly

alternatives. [The KoreaTimes]

South Korea, Iran commit to reviving ties 

(fn) At an event in Seoul commemorating Iran’s Islamic

Revolution Day, the Iranian Embassy and South Korea’s

Foreign Ministry emphasized the revitalization of

bilateral ties. Iranian Ambassador Saeed Koozechi

highlighted Iran's foreign policy priorities, including

multilateral cooperation with regional organizations

such as BRICS, the Shanghai Cooperation Organization,

the Economic Cooperation Organization (ECO), and the

D-8. Koozechi underscored Iran’s desire for a

prosperous and stronger region.

Iran and South Korea have maintained strong

historical, cultural, and economic ties since

establishing diplomatic relations in 1962. Both nations

cooperated closely until 2019, when U.S. sanctions

froze Iran’s USD 7 billion oil revenue in South Korean

banks. The issue was resolved in August 2023 through

a U.S.-Iran agreement, allowing access to the blocked

funds.

Koozechi expressed confidence that expanding

bilateral relations would promote regional and global

stability, while Chung, South Korea’s Deputy Minister

for Climate Change, echoed this sentiment. Chung

highlighted the long-standing relationship between

Iran and Korea, dating back to the Silk Road, and

praised their shared commitment to cooperation. He

emphasized the importance of resolving the frozen

asset issue and increasing high-level exchanges,

including the 2023 visits of South Korea’s Deputy

Foreign Minister Chung Byung-won to Tehran.

Chung also noted the significant role of Korean

companies in modernizing Iran’s industries,

particularly in energy, automotive, and construction, as
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well as in medical and pharmaceutical cooperation. He

concluded with a quote from Persian poet Saadi

Shirazi, reflecting the deep friendship between the two

nations. [The Korea Herald]

Sri Lanka and IMF discuss progress on

Extended Fund Facility

(lm) Sri Lankan President Anura Kumara Dissanayake

met with an International Monetary Fund (IMF)

delegation to review the progress of the Extended

Fund Facility (EFF), a USD 3 billion agreement aimed at

stabilizing the country’s economy. The government has

reached a staff-level agreement with the IMF on the

third review of the program, with the details expected

to be presented to the IMF Board by the end of the

month. Upon approval, Sri Lanka is set to receive a

fourth tranche of USD 333 million. The discussions

focused on the government’s continued commitment

to the program. [Daily Mirror]

59 Sri Lankans killed in Russian army,

minister confirms

Foreign Minister Vijitha Herath confirmed that 59 Sri

Lankans who enlisted in the Russian army against the

backdrop of Moscow’s war of aggression against

Ukraine have died as of January 20. Speaking in

Parliament, he cited data from the Foreign Ministry’s

Consular Affairs Division, which revealed that a total of

554 Sri Lankans had joined the Russian military. [Daily

Mirror]

Sri Lanka and India agree to strengthen

security cooperation

(db) On February 7, Sri Lanka's Defense Secretary, Air

Vice Marshal Sampath Thuyacontha, met with Indian

High Commissioner Santosh Jha at the Ministry of

Defense in Kotte. The meeting, which included Defense

Adviser Captain Anand Mukundan and Assistant

Defense Adviser Lieutenant Colonel Mandeep Singh

Negi, was held in anticipation of Thuyacontha's then-

upcoming visit to India for the Aero India 2025

exhibition.

The purpose of the meeting was to further strengthen

the defense cooperation between India and Sri Lanka.

High Commissioner Jha assured Thuyacontha of India's
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continued security assistance and highlighted the

importance of close coordination between both

nations to ensure regional stability in the Indian

Ocean. The discussions focused on joint efforts in

disaster management, maritime security, and

counterterrorism strategies. [Deccan Herald] [Lanka

News Web] [Sri Lanka Guardian] [Sri Lanka Ministry of

Defense]

Sri Lanka's President Dissanayake meets

Nippon Foundation Chairman to discuss

development aid

(db) On February 7, Sri Lanka’s President Anura

Kumara Dissanayake met with Yō hei Sasakawa,

Chairman of the Nippon Foundation, at the

presidential secretariat. The Nippon Foundation, a

prominent Japanese organization focused on providing

grants and addressing global social issues, expressed

its intent to support Sri Lanka’s development efforts.

[The Nippon Foundation]

During the meeting, President Dissanayake outlined

plans to tackle rural structural poverty, with a

particular focus on improving educational standards in

affected regions. Sasakawa confirmed that the Nippon

Foundation would contribute to this initiative, targeting

key sectors such as education and healthcare to help

equalize living conditions across the country. Special

emphasis will be placed on supporting students in the

Jaffna Peninsula, in northern Sri Lanka.

The meeting also aimed to strengthen bilateral

relations between Japan and Sri Lanka, with key

representatives in attendance, including Japanese

Ambassador to Sri Lanka Akio Isomata, Chairman of

the Sasakawa Health Foundation Takahiro Nanri,

Executive Director of the Nippon Foundation Ichiro

Kabasawa, and Sri Lankan Minister of Labor Anil

Jayantha Fernando. [Daily Mirror] [President‘s Office Sri

Lanka]

Italian naval ship Antonio Marceglia

completes Sri Lanka visit, conducts naval

exercise

(lm) The Italian naval frigate Antonio Marceglia visited

Colombo Port for a replenishment stop from February

5-7, where it was welcomed by the Sri Lanka Navy with

traditional honors. Upon departure, Antonio Marceglia

conducted a Passage Exercise (PASSEX) with a Sri
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Lanka Navy ship off the coast of Colombo before

leaving Sri Lankan waters. [Daily Mirror]

Sri Lanka’s President departs for UAE to

attend World Government Summit

(lm) President Anura Kumara Dissanayake left Sri

Lanka on February 10 for an official visit to the United

Arab Emirates (UAE). Invited by UAE President

Mohamed Bin Zayed Al Nahyan, the President will

attend the World Government Summit 2025 in Dubai,

where he is scheduled to deliver a speech.

During his visit, President Dissanayake will also hold

bilateral talks with President Al Nahyan, meet UAE Vice

President and Prime Minister Sheikh Mohammed bin

Rashid Al Maktoum, and engage with several other

Heads of State and Government attending the summit.

The visit will conclude on February 13. [Daily Mirror]

United States pushes for Taiwan's

inclusion in key international bodies

(ce) The United States is increasingly vocal in its

support for Taiwan's participation in international

organizations, advocating for the island nation's

inclusion in both the International Monetary Fund (IMF)

and the World Health Assembly (WHA). A bipartisan

bill, the Taiwan Non-Discrimination Act, has been

introduced in the US, reflecting Treasury Secretary

support for Taiwan's IMF membership. Co-sponsored

by Representatives Young Kim and Al Green, who

previously championed Taiwan's observer status at the

World Health Organization in 2022, the bill calls for

Taiwan's active participation in the IMF, including

engagement in the institution’s "regular surveillance

activities relating to Taiwan’s economic and financial

policies." It also seeks to boost employment

opportunities for Taiwanese nationals at the IMF and

enhance access to IMF technical assistance and

training. [Focus Taiwan][Taiwan News 1]

Simultaneously, US is renewing its support for Taiwan's

inclusion in the World Health Assembly (WHA). In a

Sunday post on X, the US Bureau of International

Organization Affairs argued that Taiwan's exclusion

from international forums like the WHA negatively

impacts global health and is "unjustified." The post

featured a video of US diplomat Jeffrey Hay criticizing

Taiwan's WHA exclusion at a recent WHO executive

board meeting, emphasizing the loss of Taiwan's
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valuable contributions to global health and reaffirming

US commitment to Taiwan's participation in

international organizations. Hay also clarified that UN

Resolution 2758, often misused by China to block

Taiwan, does not preclude its UN participation. Taiwan

has sent a delegation to the 77th WHA in Geneva to

advocate for its inclusion [Taiwan News 2]

Taiwan seeks to avert United States chip

tariffs

(ce) Taiwan is taking proactive steps to prevent the

imposition of potentially crippling tariffs on its

semiconductor exports to the United States. Two high-

ranking officials from the Ministry of Economic Affairs

(MOEA), Deputy Economics Minister Cynthia Kiang and

Chen Pei-li, are traveling to Washington for meetings

with the US administration. Economics Minister Kuo

Jyh-huei explained that the delegation's primary

objective is to address concerns regarding intellectual

property, clarifying that Taiwan has consistently paid

for all chip technology it utilizes, referencing a 1970s

licensing agreement with the Radio Corporation of

America. Kuo emphasized the mutually beneficial

relationship between Taiwan and the US, noting the

crucial role of Taiwan Semiconductor Manufacturing

Co. (TSMC) in the global chip supply chain and its close

ties with American companies. [Focus Taiwan]

This diplomatic initiative follows public remarks made

on January 27 by the then US leader, who suggested

the possibility of imposing tariffs on Taiwanese chip

manufacturers to incentivize domestic production. He

stated, "The incentive is going to be they're not going

to want to pay a 25, 50, or even a 100 percent tax."

However, financial analyst Hsieh Chin-ho, chairman of

Wealth Magazine, has questioned the effectiveness of

government-led diplomacy in this matter. He

suggested that direct engagement by TSMC, leveraging

its significant investment in US-based manufacturing

facilities, would be a more impactful approach. Hsieh

proposed that TSMC invite the US leader to its Arizona

facility, subtly reminding them of the company's

response to US government encouragement for

onshore production. [Taipei Times]

Estonia-Taiwan defense cooperation

strengthened with delegation visit

(ce) A high-level Estonian delegation, including former

Defense Minister Kalle Laanet and representatives
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from several Estonian defense industry companies,

arrived in Taiwan on February 4 for a five-day visit,

signaling a deepening of the strategic partnership

between the two nations. Led by Kristo Enn Vaga, Chair

of the Estonia-Taiwan Parliamentary Friendship Group,

the delegation is prioritizing collaboration in the

rapidly growing drone industry. This visit, Vaga's

second to Taiwan since March 2024, underscores the

increasing importance of this relationship and follows

recent discussions at Aerospace Industrial

Development Corp (AIDC) concerning joint drone

technology ventures.

The delegation's itinerary was full of meetings at key

Taiwanese institutions, including the Ministry of

National Defense, the Taiwan Defense Industry

Development Association, and the Asia Drone AI

Innovation Application Research & Development

Center. These engagements aimed to foster concrete

cooperation in the defense sector, particularly in

unmanned aerial systems (UAS). The inclusion of

representatives from four Estonian companies, three

specializing in UAS and one in field hospitals,

highlighted a practical, industry-focused approach.

[Focus Taiwan 1] These industry ties were further

reinforced by discussions at AIDC, where Chairman Hu

Kai-hung emphasized the synergy between Estonia's

strengths in digital and defense technologies and

Taiwan's robust drone supply chain. Both nations,

sharing similar democratic development experiences,

emphasized building a "democratic supply chain." Hu

explained that the Taiwan Excellence Drone

International Business Opportunities Alliance

(TEDIBOA), a government-backed group with over 160

members, integrates the drone supply chain, with AIDC

contributing counter-drone systems and production

assistance. [Focus Taiwan 1] [Focus Taiwan 2]

Beyond the focus on security cooperation, the visit also

included a significant humanitarian component. In a

gesture of solidarity, the delegation received a

donation of 1.11 million face masks from Motex

Healthcare and Taiwan Comfort Champ

Manufacturing. These masks will be distributed to

Ukraine, demonstrating the shared commitment to

supporting nations facing external challenges. [Taiwan

News]

Somaliland's new envoy seeks to

strengthen ties with Taiwan

(ce) Taiwan has officially welcomed Mahmoud Adam

Jama Galaal, the newly appointed Somaliland

representative, as he commences his duties in Taipei.
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In a recent Facebook post, the Somaliland

Representative Office in Taiwan shared Lunar New

Year greetings, emphasizing his intention to deepen

their relationship with "many more years of fruitful

cooperation and shared prosperity" between the two

regions.

Galaal, who had previously voiced opposition to closer

Somaliland-Taiwan relations in 2022, has since shifted

his stance, noting that "foreign policy evolves with the

times" while commending Taiwan's support. Taiwan’s

Ministry of Foreign Affairs acknowledged that his

earlier remarks were influenced by the political context

of the time but assured that communications with

Somaliland’s new government have been smooth.

Since the establishment of their representative offices

in 2020, diplomatic relations between Taiwan and

Somaliland have continued to grow stronger, despite

Somaliland's lack of formal international recognition.

[Focus Taiwan]

Thai Prime Minister Paetongtarn

concludes first visit to China

(msz) Thailand’s Prime Minister Paetongtarn

Shinawatra completed her first official visit to China

from February 5-8, marking the 50th anniversary of

diplomatic relations between the two countries. During

her visit, she met with Chinese President Xi Jinping,

Premier Li Qiang, and National People's Congress

(NPC) Standing Committee Chairman Zhao Leji, as well

as top Chinese business executives. The visit focused

on strengthening the Comprehensive Strategic

Cooperative Partnership, with agreements reached in

trade, security, infrastructure, and technology. Chinese

Premier Li accepted an invitation to visit Thailand later

in 2025 to continue deepening bilateral cooperation.

[Bangkok Post 1] [The Nation] [Xinhua]

Security and Crime Suppression

A key issue in the talks was the fight against

transnational crime, particularly online fraud and

telecom scams targeting Chinese citizens. The

discussions gained urgency after the high-profile

rescue of Chinese actor Wang Xing from a scam center

in Myanmar, where he had been lured after being

abducted in Thailand. Paetongtarn assured President

Xi that ensuring the safety of tourists and foreign

nationals is a top priority for Thailand, and she

highlighted Thailand’s efforts to combat organized

crime, including cutting power and fuel supplies to

scam centers in Myanmar. Xi praised Thailand’s
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decisive actions and emphasized the need for

continued intelligence-sharing and security

cooperation to dismantle these networks.

Zhao Leji further stressed legislative cooperation in law

enforcement, social governance, and crime prevention.

Paetongtarn reaffirmed Thailand’s commitment to

security cooperation with China, including a real-time

alert system to prevent criminals from using Thailand

as a transit hub.

Trade, Investment, and Infrastructure

Trade and investment were central to the discussions,

with China reaffirming its commitment to Thailand’s

economic development. The leaders agreed to

accelerate the second phase of the Thai-Chinese high-

speed rail project, connecting Nakhon Ratchasima to

Nong Khai and integrating Thailand into China’s Belt

and Road Initiative (BRI) via Laos. The Thai government

recently approved an investment of THB 340 billion

(USD 10.1 billion) for the project, expected to be

completed by 2032. The first phase of the Bangkok-

Nakhon Ratchasima section is currently 36 percent

complete.

In addition, Thailand actively sought Chinese

investment in future industries such as electric vehicles

(EVs), semiconductors, artificial intelligence (AI), and

digital economy. Paetongtarn held meetings with top

executives of Chinese tech giants, including Hisense

Group and Xiaomi Corporation, to encourage

investment in Thailand’s electronics and EV

manufacturing sectors. Discussions included the

possibility of Xiaomi establishing its first overseas EV

production plant in Thailand. [Reuters]

Environmental and Scientific Cooperation

Another significant area of cooperation is space

exploration. Thailand’s Ministry of Higher Education,

Science, Research, and Innovation (MHESI) signed an

agreement with the China National Space

Administration (CNSA) to deploy a Thai-developed

space environment monitoring device, the Moon

Aiming Thai-Chinese Hodoscope (MATCH), on China’s

Chang’e 7 lunar exploration mission in 2026. This

marks the first time a Thai research instrument will

participate in deep-space exploration, reflecting

Thailand’s growing role in global scientific

advancements. [Bangkok Post 2]

Both countries also pledged to tackle climate change

and air pollution, with agreements to combat PM2.5

pollution, enhance green energy cooperation, and

support nuclear technology development. Thailand

https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-strfdk-l-urd/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-strfdk-l-urh/


also reaffirmed its support for China’s Belt and Road

Initiative and committed to deepening ties in

agriculture, biotechnology, and healthcare.

To symbolize the deepening ties, China announced

that it will send a new pair of giant pandas to Thailand,

continuing its tradition of panda diplomacy. [Bangkok

Post 3] [Bangkok Post 4]

Thailand arrests Myanmar fishermen for

illegal entry and fuel smuggling

(lm) Thai authorities have arrested a group of

Myanmar fishermen for operating illegally in Thai

waters near Ranong province, with some also facing

charges for fuel smuggling. The 3rd Naval Area

Command seized two fishing boats southwest of Koh

Khang Khao on February 7 and escorted them to a

local deep-sea port for inspection. Seven Myanmar

nationals were found on board, and their mobile

phones were confiscated for further investigation.

[Bangkok Post 1]

The arrests come amid ongoing maritime tensions

between Thailand and Myanmar, particularly following

a November 30, 2024, incident in which a Myanmar

navy patrol boat opened fire on Thai fishing vessels off

Ranong, killing one Thai fisherman and detaining 31

crew members—including four Thai nationals and 27

Myanmar nationals. The four Thai crew members

remain in custody in Kawthaung, Myanmar, with Thai

authorities actively negotiating their release.

The Thai Ministry of Foreign Affairs insists it is actively

working to secure their release, though officials

caution that diplomatic negotiations take time.

Meetings with Myanmar authorities continue, and Thai

diplomats have facilitated family visits to the detainees.

A 24-hour hotline has been set up to assist their

families, while the government urges patience as talks

progress. [Bangkok Post 2]

5 Thai hostages held by Hamas return

home, Qatar negotiating for last Thai

hostage

(hrs) Five Thai farm workers have arrived back in

Bangkok after spending nearly 500 days in captivity.

The workers were kidnapped by Hamas during the

attacks in Southern Israel on October 7, 2023. Since

October 2023, 46 Thai workers have been killed in
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Israel, most of them in the Hamas attack, with some

others killed by rockets fired by Hezbollah in Lebanon.

There is one remaining Thai hostage still held by

Hamas, and Qatar’s Ministry of Foreign Affairs has

reiterated its commitment to securing their release.

Qatar has played a key role in negotiating and

mediating the release of hostages and facilitating

ceasefires between Israel and Hamas. This included

the first truce and the release of 23 Thai hostages in

November 2023. Although the truce collapsed, further

mediations led to the recent ceasefire and the release

of five Thai hostages on January 30. [BBC] [Bangkok

Post]

Timor-Leste's interlocutor in Greater

Sunrise discussions meets with Japanese

oil company

(lm) Timor-Leste’s interlocutor in the Greater Sunrise

oil and gas field discussions, Agio Pereira, recently met

with a representative from INPEX Corporation, a

Japanese oil and gas company and key stakeholder in

the Greater Sunrise gas field, to discuss ongoing

developments regarding the field's development. The

meeting focused on the potential for further

collaboration and updates on the current status of the

project.[Government of Timor-Leste]

Japan, Vietnam hold 11th defence policy

dialogue

(lm) On February 10, the 11th Vietnam-Japan Defence

Policy Dialogue took place in Fukuoka, Japan. The event

was co-chaired by Sen. Lieut. Gen. Hoang Xuan Chien,

Deputy Minister of National Defence of Vietnam, and

Kano Koji, Japan’s Vice Minister of Defence. The

dialogue centered on various global and regional

issues, particularly focusing on the shared concerns of

both nations.

During the meeting, Chien reaffirmed Vietnam's

commitment to its consistent foreign policy of peace,

cooperation, and development, highlighting the

importance of multilateralism and the peaceful

resolution of disputes in accordance with international

law. He emphasized Vietnam's dedication to

maintaining its "Four No’s" defence policy, a principle

that rejects foreign military alliances, foreign bases in

Vietnam, use of force or threats of force, and

involvement in military conflicts.
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Both sides also discussed the East Sea issue, stressing

the need to respect international law, particularly the

1982 United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea

(UNCLOS), and the Declaration on the Conduct of

Parties in the East Sea (DOC). They expressed the

importance of accelerating negotiations to finalize the

Code of Conduct (COC) for the region.

Chien also suggested that Japan increase training and

scholarship opportunities for Vietnamese officers and

continue supporting Vietnam’s contributions to UN

peacekeeping efforts. The two sides agreed to further

strengthen bilateral defence relations, with both

nations committing to explore untapped potential for

closer collaboration. [Viet Nam News]

Sri Lanka, Vietnam strengthen ties in

transport, trade, and culture

(hn) Vietnamese Ambassador Trinh Thi Tam met with

Sri Lankan Minister Bimal Rathnayake to enhance

bilateral ties as both nations celebrate 55 years of

diplomatic relations. Sri Lanka seeks Vietnamese

investment in transport infrastructure, including

railways, roads, aviation, and seaports. Rathnayake

highlighted strong the Sri Lankan People’s Liberation

Front - the Communist Party of Viet Nam ties and

proposed a Sri Lanka - Vietnam trade council and

parliamentary friendship association. Both countries

plan to launch direct flights and expand trade,

particularly in electric vehicles. Sri Lanka also supports

cultural exchanges, including naming a Colombo street

after President Ho Chi Minh. [Vietnamnews]

Vietnamese, US defence chiefs hold phone

talks

(lm) On February 8, Vietnam’s Minister of National

Defence, General Phan Van Giang, held a phone

conversation with his US counterpart, Pete Hegseth.

During the call, Giang expressed hope for continued

high-level exchanges between the two countries,

reinforcing existing consultation and dialogue

mechanisms. He also proposed organizing the 13th

Vietnam-US Defence Policy Dialogue in the near future

to strengthen military cooperation and mutual security

interests.

Hegseth, for his part, affirmed that the administration

under US President Trump, who assumed office last

month, values the cooperation with Hanoi, hoping to
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further enhance the defence ties, particularly in war

legacy remediation, as agreed upon by both sides. [Viet

Nam News]

Religious freedom conference held in the

US without Vietnamese delegates

(lm) Vietnamese authorities barred three religious

figures from attending the 2025 International Religious

Freedom Summit in Washington, D.C., citing national

security concerns. The two-day event, held on February

4-5, gathered more than 1,000 global delegates,

including over 40 parliamentarians and 71 civil society

organizations.

The blocked delegates included two officials from the

Pure Cao Dai group, an independent sect of Cao Dai, a

syncretic religion founded in Vietnam in 1926 that

combines elements of Buddhism, Taoism,

Confucianism, Christianity, and spiritualism. The Pure

Cao Dai group rejects state control, unlike the

government-recognized Cao Dai organization

established in 1997. Authorities also prevented a monk

from the Unified Buddhist Sangha, a banned religious

organization that opposes government interference in

Buddhism, from traveling to the summit. Organizers

condemned the ban, arguing that it highlights the

government’s repression of independent religious

groups.

Despite the absence of domestic delegates, over 30

Vietnamese religious activists based abroad

participated. The summit highlighted religious

persecution in Vietnam, with calls for US sanctions

against officials responsible for systematic repression.

Activists also raised concerns about stateless Hmong

communities and imprisoned Montagnard human

rights defenders. [Radio Free Asia]

Vietnam, France seek to strengthen

strategic partnership through local

cooperation

(lm) On February 5-6, a Vietnamese delegation visited

France to deepen the strategic partnership between

the two countries. During their visit, they engaged in

productive discussions with the Chamber of

Commerce and Industry (CCI) Alsace-Eurometropole in

Strasbourg. The focus of the meeting was to foster

local cooperation, particularly in areas of business,

trade, and investment, in order to promote stronger
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ties at both the national and regional levels. [Viet Nam

News]

Vietnam-Russia direct flights to resume in

March

(hn) Two Russian airlines, Azur Air and Aeroflot, plan to

launch direct flights between multiple Russian cities

and Cam Ranh City, Vietnam, in early March. This

marks Khanh Hoa Province as Aeroflot’s second

Vietnamese destination after Ho Chi Minh City. The

move aims to revive Russian tourism in Khanh Hoa,

which declined due to the Russia-Ukraine conflict

suspending direct flights since 2022. [tuoi tre news]

Vietnam aims to strengthen ties with UAE,

focusing on energy and green transition

(lm) On February 9, Vietnam’s Deputy Prime Minister

and Foreign Minister, Bui Thanh Son, met with United

Arab Emirates (UAE) Minister of Investment Mohamed

Alsuwaidi in Hanoi to discuss ways to enhance the

bilateral partnership.

 Son emphasized the importance of boosting

cooperation, particularly in energy and renewable

sectors. He proposed establishing a transit and storage

center for crude oil and petrochemical products in

Vietnam, and called for the UAE’s support in Vietnam’s

green transition and renewable energy initiatives.

Son also highlighted the progress made in

implementing agreements from Vietnamese Prime

Minister Pham Minh Chinh’s visit to the UAE in October

2024. These include UAE corporations expressing

interest in exploring investment opportunities in

Vietnam.

Minister Alsuwaidi welcomed the strengthened ties

and expressed optimism for further collaboration. He

also invited Son to attend the World Government

Summit in the UAE, currently taking place until

February 13. [Viet Nam News]

Top leaders of Vietnam and Cuba hold

talks

(nt)  On February 4, General Secretary of the

Communist Party of Vietnam (CPV) Central Committee,
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To Lam, held phone talks with First Secretary of the

Communist Party of Cuba (CPC) Central Committee

and President of Cuba, Miguel Díaz-Canel.

The two leaders reflected on their countries'

achievements and emphasized the special and

invaluable friendship between Vietnam and Cuba. They

discussed enhancing political trust, implementing

cooperative activities, and advancing agreements

made during Lam’s historic visit to Cuba in September

2024.

As part of the celebrations marking the 65th

anniversary of diplomatic relations between the two

countries, the leaders agreed to organize events and

people-to-people exchanges throughout the Vietnam-

Cuba Friendship Year 2025. Lam also extended an

invitation for Díaz-Canel to visit Vietnam later in the

year. [VietnamPlus]

 

Announcements

 

 

Upcoming online events

12 February 2025 @ 2:00 – 3:30 p.m. (GMT+0), Center

for Global Development, USA

Can MDBs/DFIs Really Build Markets?: A

Deep Dive into Investing for Impact at the

Market Level

This side event will discuss how to better equip

Multilateral Development Banks and Development

Finance Institutions to mobilize private finance for the

SDGs, including climate investments. It will focus on

some of the main challenges: how to scale private

finance in transactions, how to enable portfolio

investments, and how to transfer risks to private
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sectors. The discussion highlights the less-discussed

market-building effects of MDB/DFI investments in

fostering innovation, bridging information gaps, and

replication of new technologies and financial models.

Experts share lessons learned and insights to

strengthen future performance. For more information,

see [CGD].

13 February 2025 @ 2:00 – 3:30 p.m. (GMT+2), The

South African Institute of International Affairs

DRC’s Vicious Circle: Militias, Resources

and Instability in the Great Lakes

The conflict in the DRC will be discussed with a focus

on the resurgence of the M23 rebel group and its

capture of Goma at the beginning of 2025. Panelists

will discuss the drivers of violence, including regional

tensions involving Rwanda, and the role of the SADC

force deployed to stabilize eastern DRC. Discussions

will address potential solutions to diffuse the crisis,

prevent regional war, and tackle longstanding factors

undermining peace, security, and development in the

Great Lakes region. For more information, see [SAIIA].

13 February 2025 @ 1:00 – 3:30 p.m. (GMT+0),

Philippine Institute for Development Studies

Macroeconomic Prospects of the

Philippines in 2025

The Philippine Institute for Development Studies starts

the activities of 2025 with a public webinar entitled

"Philippines' Macroeconomic Outlook" on February 13,

focused on the attainment role of fiscal policy in

growth. The first study discusses growth drivers and

recoveries of the country from the pandemic, and the

second covers an extended macro econometric model

that introduces fiscal factors. The insights from both

studies are invaluable as they focus on economic

trends, government revenues, and fiscal impacts of

shocks to inform discussions related to achieving

upper middle-income status and long-term economic

stability. For more information, see [PIDS].

13 February 2025 @ 10:00 a.m. – 12:30 p.m. (GMT+9),

Asian Development Bank, Japan
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Strategies, Policies, and Technologies for

Net Zero Cities

The "Strategies, Policies, and Technologies toward Net

Zero Cities" seminar gathers experts, decision-makers,

and practitioners for an intensive discussion on

pathways to net zero emissions in cities. Core topics

include strategic planning, big data analytics for

sustainability, and practical case studies on the

pathway of Japan toward net zero. The participants will

receive practical solutions and policy

recommendations to collaborate on hot topics in

sustainable urban development. It intends to highlight

knowledge-sharing mechanisms and innovation as key

guidance toward a carbon-neutral future. For more

information, and to register by February 10, see [ADB].

13 February 2025 @ 2:00 – 3:30 p.m. (GMT+9), Asian

Development Bank, Japan

Enhancing Social Protection and Gender

Equality in the Gig Economy

This webinar discusses some of the challenges and

opportunities brought about by the gig economy,

which now comprises 12% of the global labor market

today. This puts a focus on social protection gaps,

workplace hazards, and gender-specific barriers of gig

workers in emerging economies. Participants share

innovative policy responses, best practices in

extending social insurance, and strategies for

advancing gender equality. These recommendations

will be nurtured through insights from successful

global initiatives to support inclusive, equitable, and

sustainable frameworks for gig workers' welfare and

financial stability. For more information, see [ADB].

18 February 2025 @ 4:00 – 5:00 p.m. (GMT+0), Center

for Global Development, USA

India@100: India’s Path Towards an

Advanced Economy

This session with Dr. Krishnamurthy Subramanian

gives a peek into the direction in which India's

economic development should move over the next

couple of decades. Drawing from his book India@100,

he shares some key reforms that India needs to make

toward "Viksit Bharat" amidst emerging challenges on

various fronts, ranging from global economic shifts to

strategic alliances. Joined by Professor Pravin Krishna,
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this conversation will explain the roadmap to making

India the world's third-largest economy in 2047

through sound macroeconomic policies, strategic

investments, and economic formalization. For more

information, see [CGD].

18 February 2025 @ 9:00 – 5:00 p.m. (GMT+7),

Institute for Global Environmental Strategies,

Indonesia

Symposium on Forest and Peatland Fire in

Indonesia 2025

Symposium on Forest and Peatland Fire in Indonesia

2025 showcases findings of JICA's Verification Survey of

eco-friendly, soap-based firefighting foam technology

for fire extinguishing. Co-organized with IGES, the

hybrid symposium will take place at the University of

Palangka Raya, Central Kalimantan, and online. It

introduces novel fire extinguishing technologies and

promotes discussions on sustainable fire management

approaches. Guests are invited to sign up and attend

this concluding session on technology advancement

for Indonesia's environmental sustainability. For more

information, see [IGES].

Recent Book Releases

Conor Gearty, Homeland Insecurity: The Rise and Rise

of Global Anti-Terrorism Law, Polity, 202 pages,

published May 13, 2024. For a review, see [LSE].

Ana Lucia Araujo, Humans in Shackles: An Atlantic

History of Slavery, University of Chicago Press, 640

pages, published October 15, 2024. For a review, see

[LSE].

Odd Arne Westad and Chen Jian, The Great

Transformation: China’s Road from Revolution to

Reform, Yale University Press, 424 pages, published

October 29, 2024. For a review, see [Asian Review of

Books].

Pankaj Mishra, The World After Gaza, Vintage Digital,

293 pages, published January 16, 2025. For a review,

see [The Guardian].

Scott W. Berg, The Burning of the World: The Great

Chicago Fire and the War for a City's Soul, Vintage, 464

pages, published February 4, 2025. For a review, see

[Penguin Books].
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Calls

The Centre for Criminology and the Refugee Rights

Unit at the University of Cape Town, the Refugee

Studies Centre (ODID) and Border Criminologies in

the Centre for Criminology at the University of

Oxford invite paper proposals for international

colloquium “Race, Refuge and Repair: Rethinking

Migration from the Global South,” to held on May 29-

30, 2025. The deadline for abstract submission is

February 14, 2025. For more information, see

[University of Cape Town].

The African Society of International Law (AfSIL)

invites paper proposal for its 14th Annual Conference

“Law - Africa, Culture, and International Law,” to be

held on October 17-18, 2025, in Maputo, Mozambique.

The deadline for abstract submission is February 14,

2025. For more information, see [AfSIL].

Jobs and Positions

United Nations Office for Disarmament Affairs –

Nepal is looking for a Political Affairs Intern. The

deadline for application submission is March 1, 2025.

For more information, see [UN ODA].

United Nations Office for Project Services - Nepal is

looking for a Security and Justice (S&J) Officer. The

deadline for application submission is February 22,

2025. For more information, see [UNOPS].

The United Nations Secretariat is looking for a

Sustainable Development Officer (Trade,

Investments and Debt Sustainability) – Temporary,

Bangkok (Thailand). The deadline for application

submission is February 17, 2025. For more

information, see [UN].

The United Nations Secretariat is looking for a

Sustainable Development Officer, SDG Acceleration

(Digital Transformation) – Temporary, New York

(United States). The deadline for application

submission is February 17, 2025. For more

information, see [UN].

United Nations Development Programme is looking

for an International Analyst in Sustainable Rural

Development - Columbia. The deadline for

application submission is February 21, 2025. For more

information, see [UNDP].
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International Organization for Migration – Brussels

(Belgium) is looking for a Humanitarian

Programming Assistant (EU Liaison). The deadline

for application submission is February 22, 2025. For

more information, see [IOM].

The United Nations Economic Commission for

Africa Economic Commission for Africa – Addis

Ababa (Ethiopia) is looking for a Chief Of Section,

Economic Affairs. The deadline for application

submission is March 24, 2025. For more information,

see [UNECA].

The United Nations Economic Commission for

Europe Economic Commission for Europe is looking

for an Economic Affairs Officer. The deadline for

application submission is March 24, 2025. For more

information, see [UNECE].

University of Reading is offering a PhD Studentship

in War and Climate Change. The deadline for

application submission is March 19, 2025. For more

information, see [University of Reading].

Manchester Metropolitan University is looking for a

Lecturer in Law. The deadline for application

submission is February 23, 2025. For more

information, see [Manchester Metropolitan University].

University of Oxford – Trinity College is looking for a

Career Development Fellowship in Law. The

deadline for application submission is March 3, 2025.

For more information, see [University of Oxford].

King's College London is looking for a Refugee

Family Reunion Postdoctoral Research Associate

(Forensic). The deadline for application submission is

February 13, 2025. For more information, see [King's

College London].

Durham University is looking for a Postdoctoral

Research Associate - Law School. The deadline for

application submission is February 18, 2025. For more

information, see [Durham University].

University of Sussex is looking for a Research Fellow

- Law, Politics and Sociology. The deadline for

application submission is February 25, 2025. For more

information, see [University of Sussex].

University of Cambridge is looking for a University

Assistant Professor in Private Law. The deadline for

application submission is March 2, 2025. For more

information, see [University of Cambridge].
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Team:

Adelaide Im (adi), Aisha Noor (an), Alexandre Cayrouse

(axc), Andi Azraf Akbar Rezal (aar), Aung Naing Lin (anl),

Aye Moe Pwint Phyu, Busawan Kachonnarongvanish (bk),

Choi Yee Ling Elaine (ce), Daniel Rhys Harding (dh),

Dominic Andreas Dahl (db). Duc Quang Ly (dql), Fatima

Nisar (fn), Felix Serna Calvo (fs), Geo Dzakwan Arshali (ga),

Gowthami Kunchihithlu (gk), Hajra Nasir (hjn), Helene Ng

Hui En (he), Henning Glaser (hg), Herosha Shanmugam

(hrs), Hoa Khanh Ngo (hn), Htet Hlaing Win (hw), Lizhi

Dong (ld), Lucas Meier (lm), Lunyka Adelina Pertiwi (lp),
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