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Dear Readers,

Welcome to this week’s issue of the Asia in Review (AiR)

covering the latest events, developments and trends in

domestic politics, international relations and

geopolitics in East Asia, South Asia, and Southeast Asia.

I wish you an informative read and extend special

greetings to everyone who celebrates the Dominican

Republic’s, Estonia’s and Bosnia-Herzegovina’s

Independence Day, Kuwait’s National Day, and South

Korea’s March 1st Movement Day this week.

With best regards,

Henning Glaser

Editor in Chief

Webpage: www.cpg-online.de, Facebook:

https://www.facebook.com/CPGT
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China: Latest crackdown on corruption

targets prominent figures

(ld) China’s latest crackdown on corruption includes

the sentencing of a former vice-president of the

country’s largest bank, the investigation of a former

provincial party chief, and the expulsion of a former

chairman of a state-owned aerospace and defense

conglomerate.

Former vice-president of largest bank sentenced to death

with reprieve for corruption

Zhang Hongli, former vice-president of the Industrial

and Commercial Bank of China (ICBC), received a

suspended death sentence with a two-year reprieve on

February 19 for accepting bribes totaling over CNY 177

million (USD 24.44 million). The verdict follows a trial



detailing that Zhang leveraged his position between

2011 and 2022 to secure financial benefits for entities

and individuals in exchange for illicit gains. 

Zhang, 59, was expelled from the Chinese Communist

Party in May 2024 after a disciplinary probe launched

in November 2023. [China Daily]

Zhang, who joined ICBC in 2010 from Deutsche Bank—

becoming the first foreign-trained executive at a state-

owned Chinese bank—resigned in 2018 and later co-

chaired private equity firm Hopu Investment. His case

aligns with a broader crackdown that has implicated

figures like China Everbright’s ex-chairman Li Xiaopeng

and China Renaissance’s Cong Lin.

Under Chinese law, a death sentence with reprieve

typically commutes to life imprisonment after the two-

year probationary period. Zhang, investigated by

China’s Central Commission for Discipline Inspection

since November 2023, was stripped of political rights

for life and had all personal assets confiscated,

mirroring penalties for former Bank of China chairman

Liu Liange and China Merchants Bank ex-president

Tian Huiyu [Bloomberg] [South China Morning Post]

Former Hubei party chief investigated for corruption

Jiang Chaoliang, the former Communist Party chief of

Hubei province during the initial Covid-19 outbreak in

Wuhan, is under investigation for alleged disciplinary

and legal violations, the Central Commission for

Discipline Inspection (CCDI) announced Friday. Jiang,

67, was removed from his provincial role in February

2020 amid widespread criticism of the early pandemic

response. [CCDI 1, in Chinese]

Prior to leading Hubei, Jiang held senior positions in

China’s financial sector, including roles at the

Agricultural Bank of China and as chairman of Jilin

Province’s state-owned assets regulator. His probe

follows recent investigations into other former

provincial leaders, including Tibet’s ex-chairman Che

Dalha, as part of Beijing’s sweeping anti-corruption

campaign. (see AiR No. 4, January/2025, 4)

Since 2020, Jiang had served as deputy head of the

National People’s Congress committees on agriculture

and social affairs. The CCDI did not specify the

allegations but noted the investigation aligns with

intensified scrutiny of financial and provincial

governance under President Xi Jinping’s tenure. [South

China Morning Post] [Lianhe Zaobao, in Chinese]

Aerospace executive expelled from party in military anti-

corruption sweep
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Tan Ruisong, former chairman of state-owned Aviation

Industry Corporation of China (AVIC), has been

expelled from the Communist Party for corruption, the

CCDI announced on February 24. [CCDI 2, in Chinese]

The CCDI stated Tan exploited his role to manipulate

enterprise restructuring and project contracts,

violating party discipline through banned banquets

and moral misconduct. His case has been transferred

to prosecutors. [Reuters]

As part of Xi Jinping’s intensified prosecution of graft

within the People’s Liberation Army (PLA) and defense

industries, 14 senior military delegates—including four

generals and eight lieutenant generals—have been

removed from the National People’s Congress since

2023 (see AiR No. 1, January/2025, 1).

Liu Weidong, a deputy general manager at state-

owned defense conglomerate China South Industries

Group (CSGC), has been placed under investigation for

suspected corruption (see AiR No. 7, February/2025, 3).

The probe follows a leadership change at Aviation

Industry Corporation of China (AVIC), where president

Hao Zhaoping and deputy head Yang Wei—chief

designer of China’s J-20 stealth fighter—were removed

from their posts in January (see AiR No. 3,

January/2025, 3).

China – Hong Kong: Democratic Party set

to disband

(lb) Hong Kong’s political landscape is set to lose its

oldest pro-democracy party as it moves toward

disbandment. The Democratic Party has announced

the formation of a task force to manage the legal and

financial procedures for its potential dissolution. Party

chair Lo Kin-hei confirmed the decision following a

two-hour executive committee meeting on February

20.

A final decision on disbandment will be made through

a general meeting where members will vote on the

motion. The party, which has around 400 members,

will be formally dissolved if over three-quarters of

those attending support the move.

Party chair Lo Kin-hei declined to comment on whether

external pressure influenced the decision. While

stating that democracy in Hong Kong remains difficult,

he expressed hope that residents would continue to

advocate for their beliefs. [Hong Kong Free Press]
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Founded in 1994, the Democratic Party became Hong

Kong’s strongest opposition political force when it

seured the most seats in the 2019 local council

elections, which were held during the violent anti-

government protests and saw pro-Beijing parties

crushed, with pro-democracy camp winning 17 out of

18 district councils (see AiR No. 48, November/2019, 4).

However, the party has seen its influence decline.

Several members, including pro-democracy figures

Helena Wong, Lam Cheuk-ting, Wu Chi-wai, and Albert

Ho, are among the Hong Kong 47 jailed under the

national security law (see AiR No. 47, November/2024,

3). Former legislator Ted Hui, now in exile in Australia,

is wanted by Hong Kong authorities for alleged

national security offenses. A court ordered the

confiscation of his Hong Kong-based assets held by his

family and a law firm. In December, the city revoked

the honorary Justice of the Peace title from Martin Lee

KC – a Democratic Party founder and widely called the

“Father of Democracy” in Hong Kong – after he lost his

appeal against an unauthorized assembly conviction

(see AiR No. 53, December/2024, 5). [BBC]

Since the enactment of Hong Kong’s National Security

Law in 2020, dozens of civil society organizations have

been forced to close. The Civic Party, the city’s second-

largest opposition group, disbanded in 2023. Western

nations have condemned Hong Kong for cracking

down on dissent and restricting rights, while city

officials argue that the security law is necessary to

maintain order. [The Guardian] [The Independent]

China: Oversight of social organizations

tightened

(lb) China has introduced stricter regulations requiring

all social organizations to register, aiming to curb

illegal activities and protect public interests. The new

guideline, issued by the Ministry of Civil Affairs and to

take effect on May 1, bans unregistered groups from

operating as social organizations, foundations, or

private non-enterprise institutions. Groups in their

preparatory phase without approval are also classified

as illegal.

County-level authorities will oversee enforcement,

while national agencies will intervene when illegal

organizations operate across multiple provinces.

Officials can conduct investigations, review financial

and legal documents, and issue public announcements

confirming a group’s illegal status. Individuals

obstructing investigations or providing false
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information may face further scrutiny from law

enforcement.

The guideline encourages public reporting of illegal

organizations, requiring authorities to provide

accessible channels such as phone hotlines and email.

It replaces an interim regulation from 2000 and comes

amid increased oversight. Last year, authorities

handled 1,066 cases related to illegal social

organizations.

By the end of 2023, China had about 881,600

registered social organizations, a decline of 9,700 from

the previous year. Education-related groups made up

31 percent, while 16 percent focused on social

services. The revised regulations reflect China’s

ongoing efforts to regulate the sector and prevent

fraudulent activities disguised as legitimate social

initiatives. [China Daily]

China: AI surveillance widens at home and

abroad

(lb) China is leveraging home-grown artificial

intelligence and big data to strengthen domestic

surveillance and expand its influence overseas,

according to a recent report of U.S. Congress funded

non-profit organization National Endowment for

Democracy. [National Endowment for Democracy]

The report highlights China's efforts to collect vast

amounts of data from public and private sources, both

within and beyond its borders, to enhance social

control. Technologies such as facial recognition and

integrated “city brains” allow authorities to track real-

time events and suppress potential protests before

they begin.

In addition to AI-driven surveillance, China is

developing virtual reality tools and brain-computer

interfaces that could manipulate individuals’ mental

states, raising serious concerns about privacy and

personal agency. Chinese law mandates that any data

collected by private companies must be handed over

to the government, the report says.

Advances in quantum computing could also make

existing encryption obsolete, posing a risk to those

who criticize Beijing. Meanwhile, the digital yuan

enables the government to monitor citizens’ financial

transactions, further tightening state control.

China has been exporting its surveillance technology to

other countries, helping to expand digital
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authoritarianism globally. The report traces this back

to the 1998 “Golden Shield” project, which laid the

foundation for China’s vast surveillance and censorship

system. By the mid-2000s, China had already supplied

Zimbabwe with radio jammers to intercept citizen

communications. Today, Chinese companies provide

advanced network filtering tools and smart

surveillance cameras worldwide, enabling foreign

governments to implement similar monitoring

systems. [National Endowment for Democracy]

China is accused of using massively surveillance

technology to suppress Uyghurs in Xinjiang, including

biometric monitoring and AI-driven tracking systems.

These tools have also been deployed to monitor

Uyghurs living abroad. Algorithms analyze physical and

behavioral traits—such as facial features, gait, and

voice patterns—allowing authorities to track

individuals across video, audio, and images. [Radio

Free Asia]

Meanwhile, OpenAI has claimed to have evidence that

a Chinese security operation developed an AI-powered

surveillance tool to monitor anti-China posts on

Western social media. The tool, identified as "Peer

Review," was discovered when a user employed

OpenAI’s technology to debug its code. OpenAI stated

this was the first known AI-driven surveillance tool of

its kind.

In a broader report on AI misuse, OpenAI also

identified a Chinese campaign, "Sponsored

Discontent," which used AI to generate English-

language posts criticizing Chinese dissidents and

translate articles into Spanish for distribution in Latin

America, targeting U.S. society and politics. [The New

York Times]

China: Lithium company stops exporting

equipment critical to EV batteries

production

(ld) Chinese firm Jiangsu Jiuwu Hi-Tech has suspended

exports of critical lithium processing equipment. The

move, affecting filtration systems used to extract

lithium from brines, reflects China’s strategic leverage

over global EV supply chains amid escalating trade

frictions with the West. This builds on 2023 measures

curbing exports of rare earth elements and related

minerals (see AiR No. 32, August/2023, 2, AiR No. 50,

December/2024, 2).

Jiangsu’s decision reflects the impact of an

announcement of the government to restrict the
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export of certain battery and lithium technologies,

including sorbents, which play a crucial role in

extracting lithium from brine and other sources.

Analysts note the draft rules are already reshaping

behavior: banks now demand additional approvals for

export financing, while officials reportedly warned a

company against a USD 1 billion overseas deal.

Western firms, including Exxon Mobil and Koch

Industries—both exploring lithium extraction in

Arkansas—face disruptions as Chinese sorbents

underpin key projects.

The restrictions have accelerated efforts to develop

non-Chinese supply chains. Australian-based Vulcan

Energy Resources, focused on producing sustainable

lithium from geothermal brine in the Upper Rhine

Valley of Germany, and Ireland-based investment

company TechMet with a focus on critical metals for

clean energy technologies report surging interest in

Western-made sorbents, though rivals lack China’s

two-decade head start. However, commercial

scalability remains a hurdle, with no alternatives yet

matching China’s cost efficiency. [Electrive]

As lithium prices fluctuate, the controls threaten to

delay Western oil giants’ pivot to battery metals,

complicating efforts to rival China’s EV sector. As the

world’s largest supplier of over 30 strategic minerals,

China’s escalating controls have intensified global

concerns about supply chain vulnerabilities. Analysts

note these steps could further strain Western efforts

to reduce reliance on Chinese technologies,

particularly in advancing clean energy and defense

sectors. [Reuters] [Lianhe Zaobao, in Chinese]

China: New underwater data center

expanded to boost AI capabilities

(ld) China has expanded an underwater data center off

the coast of Hainan, enhancing its computing capacity

to support 7,000 simultaneous conversations per

second with the domestic AI chatbot DeepSeek, state

media reported. The facility, operated by Shenzhen

Hicloud Data Centre Technology, now matches the

processing power of 30,000 high-end gaming PCs,

enabling tasks that would take conventional

computers a year to complete in just one second.

The submerged modules leverage seawater for cooling

—a cost-effective alternative to energy-intensive air

conditioning systems used in traditional data centers.

State media Xinhua highlighted the center’s role in AI

model training, video game development, and marine

research. [Xinhua, in Chinese]
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The expansion coincides with escalating U.S.-China

tech competition, particularly in AI. DeepSeek recently

drew global attention by developing advanced models

at lower costs than Western counterparts, despite U.S.

semiconductor export restrictions. Analysts note the

underwater project underscores China’s focus on

energy-efficient innovation to circumvent resource

constraints and bolster self-reliance in critical

technologies. [South China Morning Post]

China: Green finance advances

(lb) China has unveiled a sovereign green bond

framework to expand its presence in global green

finance while reinforcing domestic environmental

policies. The Ministry of Finance released "The People's

Republic of China Sovereign Green Bond Framework,"

to support future issuances of sovereign green bonds

in overseas markets. The initiative aims to attract

international investors and channel funds into

renewable energy, sustainable infrastructure, and

pollution control projects. [Ministry of Finance, China]

China: Lending rates maintained amid

economic uncertainty

(lb) China’s central bank has kept its benchmark

lending rates unchanged, signaling a cautious

approach to monetary stimulus as authorities focus on

financial and currency stability. The one-year loan

prime rate remains at 3.10 percent, while the five-year

rate stays at 3.60 percent. Analysts widely expected

this decision, given external economic pressures and

Beijing’s effort to support the yuan.

The People's Bank of China is facing limited room for

aggressive monetary easing due to the weakening

yuan and narrowing net interest margins at

commercial banks. Since Donald Trump’s election

victory in November, the yuan has lost 2.4 percent

against the dollar. Trade tensions between the United

States and China are also escalating, with Trump

announcing a 10 percent tariff on Chinese imports,

prompting Beijing to prepare retaliatory measures.

Despite a surge in new lending, credit demand remains

weak. Chinese banks issued CNY 5.13 trillion (USD 700

billion) in new loans in January, more than four times

December’s total. However, lending growth has slowed

to a record low compared to the previous year,

reflecting ongoing economic uncertainty. Meanwhile,

the central bank has indicated it will adjust monetary
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policy as needed, balancing economic support with

financial stability.

Analysts expect authorities to guide deposit rates

lower and boost bank capital to ease pressure on

commercial lenders. However, changes in U.S. Federal

Reserve policy or fluctuations in the yuan are unlikely

to significantly alter China’s monetary strategy in the

near term. [Reuters 1] [Reuters 2]

China: Foreign investment hits four-year

low amid record-level capital flight

(ld) Foreign direct investment (FDI) into China fell to

CNY 97.6 billion (USD 13.4 billion) in January 2025, a 13

percent year-on-year decline and the lowest monthly

figure since 2021, according to Ministry of Commerce

(MOFCOM) data. This follows a 27.1 percent annual

drop in 2023, marking the weakest yearly inflow since

2016. [MOFCOM, in Chinese]

Vice Commerce Minister Ling Ji attributed the

downturn to sluggish global growth, geopolitical

friction, and rising protectionism. Foreign firms in

automotive, machinery, and apparel sectors face

heightened competition from domestic brands buoyed

by technological advancements and patriotic

consumer trends. Meanwhile, China’s property market

slump continues to drag on broader economic

momentum.

In response, Beijing unveiled a 20-point action plan to

attract foreign capital, pledging to expand full foreign

ownership in telecommunications, healthcare, and

education. The measures also aim to ease loan

restrictions for overseas firms and incentivize

reinvestment. These steps build on earlier efforts to

stabilize FDI, which remains critical for growth amid

weak domestic demand. [CNN]

The report came after China faced a net outflow of

USD 168 billion in foreign direct investment (FDI) in

2024, the largest capital flight since records began in

1990. Foreign firms channeled just USD 4.5 billion into

China, the lowest annual inflow since 1992, while

domestic companies accelerated overseas investments

to USD 173 billion, according to the State

Administration of Foreign Exchange (SAFE). [SAFE, in

Chinese]

The outflow reflects profit repatriation and debt

repayments by multinationals, SAFE noted, alongside

sector-specific pressures such as foreign automakers

retreating amid China’s rapid EV transition. Despite
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new inbound capital of USD 20 billion in early 2024, net

liabilities fell as firms redirected earnings abroad amid

Beijing’s low-interest-rate environment.

Data from United Nations Conference on Trade and

Development (UNCTAD) shows China’s FDI plummeted

29 percent in 2024, outpacing global declines. Japanese

firms—once the largest investors—has been stalling

new commitments, with nearly half of Japanese

companies in China planning to reduce investments in

2025, contrasting with record USD 75.6 billion inflows

into the U.S. [UNCTAD] [Bloomberg]

China: Hospitals grapple with financial

crisis as bankruptcies surge

(ld) China’s healthcare system faces mounting financial

strain as hospitals nationwide contend with surging

debts, bankruptcies, and reduced patient revenues

amid an economic slowdown. Over 200 hospitals have

declared bankruptcy in the past five years—a stark rise

from seven in the prior five-year period—with private

institutions accounting for most closures, according to

national bankruptcy data.

Hospitals, already burdened by pandemic-era costs for

mass testing and reduced patient visits, now grapple

with deferred non-urgent care due to economic

uncertainty. Public hospital debt quadrupled from

2011 to 2021, while private facilities, which expanded

eightfold since the early 2000s, face loan defaults.

An aging population and declining insurance

contributions exacerbate the crisis. China’s two

primary insurance programs, covering rural and urban

residents, face dwindling enrollees as economic

hardships push individuals to forgo premiums. Experts

warn funds could be depleted by the 2030s without

reforms. Meanwhile, government cost-cutting

measures, including reduced reimbursements and

centralized drug procurement, strain hospital finances

further, which has fueled public outrage over the

quality of centrally procured drugs (see AiR No. 4,

January/2025, 4).

Beijing has urged local governments to address

hospital deficits and unpaid wages, with National

Health Commission Director Lei Haichao calling for

“prudent” debt resolution in January. [Dangjian, in

Chinese]

However, analysts caution that decades of aggressive

expansion—marked by luxury upgrades and inflated
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classifications—have left hospitals ill-prepared for

economic headwinds. [New York Times]

China: New legislation proposed to

improve legal protection for private

companies

(ld) China has introduced provisions in an updated

draft law to prohibit arbitrary fines and fees on private

businesses, as Beijing seeks to reassure entrepreneurs

amid economic headwinds. The legislation, first

debated in December 2024 and is now undergoing a

second review by the National People’s Congress

Standing Committee, explicitly bars authorities from

imposing penalties without legal grounds or coercing

asset transfers from private firms. [China Daily]

The revisions align with President Xi Jinping’s February

17 symposium with tech leaders (see AiR No. 7,

February/2025, 3) and follow earlier regulatory

reforms, including a State Council directive to

standardize business inspections and curb arbitrary

enforcement after years of regulatory crackdowns that

dampened private sector confidence (see AiR No. 2,

January/2025, 2). With local governments facing fiscal

strains from slumping land sales, some have resorted

to “profit-driven policing,” levying irregular fines to

bolster revenues—a practice critics say disrupts

business operations.

The draft law aims to stabilize private investment,

which contributes over 60 percent of China’s GDP and

80 percent of urban employment. Analysts from the

Guangdong Society of Reform note the changes

address widespread concerns over selective

enforcement, which has deterred innovation and

expansion. [South China Morning Post]

China: Shimao Group secures creditor

approval for offshore debt restructuring

(ld) Chinese property developer Shimao Group has

obtained approval from 98.75 percent of its creditors

to restructure approximately USD 11.04 billion in

offshore debt, marking a critical step in addressing

liabilities defaulted on since 2022. The plan,

announced in March 2023, covers USD 11.7 billion in

offshore bonds and credit facilities, offering creditors

four repayment options: short-term notes, long-term

notes, zero-coupon mandatory convertible bonds, or a

fixed combination.
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The agreement follows initial opposition from a

bondholder group last year, which rejected Shimao’s

initial proposal. The restructure aligns with broader

sector efforts to stabilize China’s property market,

where firms like Sunac China and CIFI Holdings have

recently finalized debt overhauls.

The developer will seek final court sanction at a March

13 hearing before the Hong Kong High Court. While

progressing on restructuring, Shimao faces ongoing

liquidation threats. A January 2025 petition by Shenhua

Liansheng Investment over USD 2.58 million in cross-

border loan guarantees will be heard on March 19.

This follows the withdrawal of a separate USD 201

million liquidation petition by China Construction Bank

(Asia) in December 2024 after mutual agreement.

The approval marks a critical step for Shimao, which

faced liquidation orders amid the sector’s prolonged

liquidity crisis triggered in 2021. The restructuring aims

to avert liquidation faced by peers like Evergrande, as

developers navigate protracted debt negotiations amid

weak sales and liquidity constraints. [Reuters] [The

Paper, in Chinese]

China: Construction of new attack

submarine in process

(dql) A new Chinese attack submarine reportedly under

construction could target U.S. medium-range missile

defense systems in the Philippines.

While the People’s Liberation Army (PLA) has not

officially confirmed the submarine’s development, the

report published in Naval & Merchant Ships, a

publication owned by China State Shipbuilding

Corporation, provides details of its design and strategic

role.

The report highlights the U.S. deployment of Typhon

launchers on Luzon Island, capable of striking targets

in China, Russia, and North Korea. The new submarine

is designed to carry advanced hypersonic missiles,

enabling covert strikes beyond enemy defenses, with

the potential to deploy nuclear warheads if needed. It

aims to strengthen deterrence against enemy carrier

strike groups and military bases within the first island

chain—a key U.S. defensive line extending from Japan

to the Philippines.

Satellite imagery first detected the submarine at a

Wuhan shipyard in mid-2024. It reportedly features

advanced technologies, including a vertical launch

system (VLS) for cruise and anti-ship ballistic missiles
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and an X-shaped tail fin for enhanced maneuverability.

The VLS marks a significant shift from traditional

torpedo-tube launches, allowing for greater missile

capacity, faster response times, and fewer launch blind

spots.

The submarine is also expected to assume some roles

of nuclear-powered submarines in wartime, such as

saturation attacks on surface vessels and long-range

precision strikes. Its air-independent propulsion

system enhances stealth and endurance, making it

well-suited for operations in the South China Sea,

where underwater terrain presents both challenges

and strategic advantages. [South China Morning Post]

Amid rising regional tensions, the vessel’s capabilities

could soon rival nuclear submarines, serving as a

deterrent against both regional adversaries and

external powers. Beijing has condemned the U.S.

deployment of Typhon systems in the Philippines,

viewing them as offensive assets (see AiR No. 52,

December/2024, 4). In response, China has expanded

its strategic and tactical weaponry to counter military

threats near its borders.

The US is reportedly in talks with Japan about

deploying Typhon systems there. [Business Standard]

China: Air force pilot recruitment

integrates AI

(dql) China's air force has integrated AI-powered

biometric tests into its pilot recruitment process to

assess long-term health risks and human-machine

adaptability. AI is now crucial for interpreting

candidates' biological signals, identifying potential

health risks that may not be obvious to human

evaluators.

The final stage of selection involves over 100 medical

and psychological tests. AI interprets physical data,

while human experts assess personality traits, creating

a "dual-engine" evaluation model that combines data

intelligence with personal insight. [Global Times]

To address the challenges of extreme physical stress

and cognitive overload during high-speed maneuvers

modern fighter pilots face, the PLA Air Force has

updated its 2025 selection process with advanced

technologies like 3D body measurements and

electrocardiogram monitoring to provide more

accurate evaluations.
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AI tools are becoming increasingly common in military

recruitment worldwide. For example, the British Army

adopted AI technology to speed up the medical

document review process, reducing wait times from

five months to a quarter. Similarly, the US Army uses AI

to analyze applicant files, helping identify high-

potential recruits.

While experts emphasize the need for human

oversight, concerns about potential biases and

vulnerabilities in AI systems remain. The Pentagon’s

Chief Digital and Artificial Intelligence Office has

conducted exercises to identify risks associated with AI

in military applications. [South China Morning Post]

[The Economic Times]

China: New bat Coronavirus found in

China shows potential to infect humans

(lb) Chinese researchers have identified a new bat

coronavirus, HKU5-CoV-2, that has the potential to

infect human cells through the ACE2 receptor—the

same pathway used by the virus that causes COVID-19.

The discovery was made at the Wuhan Institute of

Virology. While the virus comes from a different

lineage than SARS-CoV-2, virologists warn that it should

be closely monitored due to its ability to bind to

human cells.

Despite concerns, there is currently no evidence that

HKU5-CoV-2 poses a threat to public health according

to the Center for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC)

which stated that no human infections have been

detected and that the study only demonstrates the

virus’s ability to enter human cells in a laboratory

setting. The researchers also found that HKU5-CoV-2 is

less efficient at using the ACE2 receptor compared to

SARS-CoV-2, suggesting a lower risk of human

transmission. The ACE2 receptor gained significant

attention due to its role as the entry point for the

SARS-CoV-2 virus, which causes COVID-19.

The researchers have already identified monoclonal

antibodies and antiviral drugs that could be effective

against the virus if it ever poses a public health risk.

News of the study caused a surge in the stock prices of

pharmaceutical companies, including Pfizer, Moderna,

and Novavax. Shares in these companies rose by

approximately USD 5 (EUR 4) to USD 10 (EUR 9),

according to Bloomberg. [The Telegraph] [ABC News]
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Japan: Cross-party budget negotiations

gain momentum

(dql) The ruling coalition, consisting of the Liberal

Democratic Party (LDP) and Komeito, and the

opposition Nippon Ishin (Japan Innovation Party) have

agreed on education and social welfare policies to

secure the passage of the fiscal 2025 budget.

LDP Prime Minister Shigeru Ishiba is expected to

formalize the agreement with Komeito and Nippon

Ishin leaders next week. Since the ruling coalition lacks

a Lower House majority, it requires opposition support

to pass legislation.

Key measures, estimated to cost JPY 550 billion (USD

3,68 billion), include making senior high school

education free and reducing social insurance

premiums. The transition to free education will occur

in two stages: in fiscal 2025, all public and private

senior high students will receive up to JPY 118,000

(USD 790), with income limits removed. From fiscal

2026, financial support for private school students will

increase from JPY 396,000 (USD 2,650) to JPY 457,000

(USD 3,060) annually, with income restrictions also

eliminated. Scholarships for low-income households

will be expanded. These measures are estimated to

cost 550 billion yen.

The agreement also stipulates passing the budget by

the end of March after incorporating necessary

funding revisions.

Separately, the ruling coalition is negotiating with the

Democratic Party for the People (DPP) on raising the

minimum income threshold for income tax. The DPP

advocates a significant increase from the current JPY

1.03 million (USD 6,886). However, in a February 21

meeting, the DPP rejected a coalition proposal for tax

exemptions on incomes up to JPY 8.5 million (USD

56,825). [Kyodo News 1] [Asahi Shimbun]

Main opposition party vows pressure ruling coalition

ahead of Upper House elections

Meanwhile, the Constitutional Democratic Party of

Japan (CDPJ), the main opposition party, has pledged to

take a strong stance against the ruling Liberal

Democratic Party (LDP) and its coalition partner

Komeito during the current Diet session.

This is part of the party’s efforts to block the ruling

coalition from securing a majority in this summer’s

House of Councillors election while working toward a

future change in government, according to its fiscal

2025 activity plan adopted on February 24.
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The plan prioritizes maximizing opposition seats to

weaken the ruling coalition’s overall majority, including

in uncontested seats. It also sets victory in a potential

general election—should the lower house be dissolved

—as a central objective, including a strategy to field

candidates in vacant constituencies.

CDOJ leader Yoshihiko Noda reaffirmed the party’s

commitment to banning corporate and organizational

donations, introducing an option for married couples

to have separate surnames, and freezing a

government proposal to raise the out-of-pocket cost

cap for high-cost medical care. He also called for

revisions to the fiscal 2025 budget plan. [Kyodo News

2]

Japan: Emergency animal shooting bill

approved

(adi) The Japanese government has approved a bill

allowing municipalities to authorize emergency

shootings of dangerous animals, particularly bears, in

residential areas, responding to a surge in wildlife

encounters. The legislation aims to expedite local

responses by permitting licensed hunters to act

without prior police approval.

The decision follows a record 219 bear-related injuries

and six fatalities in the year leading up to March 2024.

Experts attribute the increase in bear encounters to

food shortages in natural habitats, climate change, and

rural depopulation, which have driven wildlife closer to

human settlements.

Previously, emergency shootings required police

authorization, leading to delays in intervention. Under

the new bill, local governments can issue immediate

clearance for licensed hunters to act, improving

response times and ensuring public safety. The

measure also addresses challenges in Japan’s wildlife

management system, including an aging hunter

population and strict firearm regulations.

The law is set to take effect within the next year as part

of broader efforts to mitigate human-wildlife conflicts

and enhance community safety. [Kyodo News]

Japan: U.S. citizen’s bid for residency in

same-sex marriage case rejected

(dql) The Supreme Court has denied a long-term

residency visa to Andrew High, an American man
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married to his same-sex Japanese partner in the U.S.

The decision confirms a 2023 Tokyo High Court ruling

that same-sex couples do not have the same legal

status as heterosexual couples in Japan.

Since Japan does not recognize same-sex marriage, the

"spouse or child of a Japanese national" visa is only

available to foreign spouses in heterosexual marriages.

While the Tokyo District Court ruled against granting

High long-term residency in 2022, it acknowledged that

immigration policies treating same-sex couples

differently violate the Constitution’s equality principle.

[Kyodo News]

High was subsequently granted a "designated

activities" visa in March 2023, which provides some

residency stability but lacks the work flexibility of a

long-term resident visa. [The Straits Times]

Japan: Government survey reveals

support death penalty

(adi) A recent government survey indicates that more

than 83 percent of Japan's population supports the

continued use of the death penalty, reflecting a

consistent trend of public endorsement for capital

punishment.

This figure aligns with previous surveys, such as the

2019 Cabinet Office poll, which reported that 80.8

percent of respondents found the death penalty

"necessary", while 9.0 percent advocated for its

abolition. [Mainichi Shimbun]

The survey's release coincides with the recent acquittal

of Iwao Hakamada, an 88-year-old former boxer who

spent over 45 years on death row before being

exonerated due to fabricated evidence and coerced

confessions. His case has intensified discussions about

the potential risks of wrongful convictions within

Japan's justice system.

Despite international calls for abolition, Japan remains

among the few industrialized nations, alongside the

United States, that retain capital punishment. The

government's stance is heavily influenced by public

opinion, which continues to favor the death penalty.

[The Guardian]

Japan: Yen strengthens to two-month high

on BOJ rate hike speculation
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(adi) The Japanese yen rose to a two-month high,

trading in the 149 range against the U.S. dollar, amid

growing expectations that the Bank of Japan (BOJ) may

raise interest rates at its upcoming policy meeting.

The yen’s appreciation follows strong economic data

for the October-December quarter, reinforcing

speculation that the BOJ could further tighten

monetary policy. The economy grew faster than

expected in the fourth quarter, driven by increased

business spending and a surprise rise in consumption,

strengthening the case for further interest rate hikes.

In addition, preliminary data showed a 2.8 percent

annualized GDP expansion from October to December,

surpassing the 1.0 percent forecast in a Reuters poll.

This lifted the Nikkei stock index and the yen. However,

analysts noted that the headline figure was partly

inflated by lower imports, which improved net trade,

and by high year-end bonuses.

Quarterly GDP grew 0.7 percent, exceeding the 0.3

percent estimate, while private consumption rose 0.1

percent, defying expectations of a decline but slowing

from the previous quarter’s 0.7 percent growth.

Analysts, however, warn that consumption may

weaken as the impact of bonuses fades and food

prices rise. [Reuters 1]

Japan’s benchmark 10-year government bond yield has

also climbed to a 15-year high, reflecting shifting

market sentiment within growing expectations of

tighter monetary policy and economic recovery.

[Mainichi Shimbun]

Analysts anticipate that the BOJ may increase interest

rates to 0.75 percent in the third quarter, following its

January rate hike to 0.50 percent. This expectation is

supported by forecasts of robust wage growth and

inflation stabilizing around the BOJ’s 2 percent target.

[Reuters 2]

Market participants are closely monitoring BOJ policy

decisions, as potential rate hikes could narrow the

interest rate differential with major economies,

influencing financial markets and currency trends.

[Mainichi Shimbun]

Japan: Nearly 90 percent of firms expect

negative impact from Trump's trade

policies
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(adi) A Reuters survey found that 86 percent of

Japanese companies anticipate adverse effects from

U.S. President Donald Trump’s trade policies, citing

concerns over higher tariffs and escalating U.S.-China

tensions.

Among respondents, 72 percent identified Trump's

trade strategy, including potential tariff hikes, as the

primary risk, while 26 percent pointed to deteriorating

U.S.-China relations. Given Japan’s strong economic

ties with both the U.S. and China, companies are

bracing for increased trade uncertainty.

The survey also revealed that over 40 percent of firms

believe a potential Bank of Japan interest rate hike to 1

percent could weaken capital spending, reflecting

concerns over Japan’s domestic investment climate

amid global economic shifts.

The findings highlight growing unease among Japanese

businesses, as protectionist policies and trade tensions

continue to shape the international economic

landscape. [Reuters]

In response to these concerns, Chief Cabinet Secretary

Yoshimasa Hayashi stated that the Japanese

government has raised the issue of auto tariffs with

the U.S., emphasizing the critical role of the

automobile industry in Japan's economy. This move

comes after President Trump threatened to impose a

25 percent levy on car imports, a measure that could

significantly impact Japan's export-driven economy.

[Japan Times]

Japan: Digital transformation of aging

water infrastructure speeds up

(adi) Japan will expedite the digital transformation of its

aging water infrastructure, cutting the implementation

timeline from five to three years. The decision follows a

road collapse in Yashio, Saitama Prefecture, caused by

a sewage pipe failure. [Japan Forward]

Prime Minister Shigeru Ishiba, leading a government

panel on digital reform, directed officials to integrate

advanced technologies into water and sewage systems

to enhance sustainability under local government

management. Proposed measures include satellite and

AI-based monitoring for early leak detection and drone

inspections of pipelines.

The government will establish a public-private team to

develop integrated AI data centers and power

infrastructure, with detailed plans expected by June.
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The initiative aligns with Japan’s broader strategy to

promote domestic and international water

infrastructure development, led by the Ministry of

Economy, Trade and Industry (METI). [Japan Times]

Meanwhile, Ireland-based services company Accenture

and Japanese infrastructure firm Infroneer Holdings

will launch a joint venture (JV) on April 1 to address

Japan’s aging infrastructure and drive innovation. The

JV, 81 percent owned by Infroneer HD and 19 percent

by Accenture, aims to boost innovation to tackle the

country’s aging infrastructure across multiple areas,

including roads, airports, water systems, and public

facilitie. At the same time, the JV will address labor

shortages through AI and digital technologies across

the Infroneer group, by promoting data-driven models

to optimize IT costs, enhance strategic IT investments,

and improve productivity in construction and

infrastructure operations. [Yahoo]

Japan: Court rejects nuclear unit

suspension request

(dql) A Kagoshima District Court has rejected a request

from around 3,000 residents to suspend operations at

the Sendai nuclear power plant in Kagoshima

Prefecture, despite concerns about its proximity to

active volcanoes and a fault line. The court ruled there

was no specific risk of a severe accident caused by a

natural disaster,

The plaintiffs argued that a volcanic eruption or

earthquake could endanger the No. 1 and No. 2

reactors, but the court dismissed their claims. They

plan to appeal the decision.

The Sendai plant, operated by Kyushu Electric Power

Co., was the first in Japan to meet post-Fukushima

safety regulations in 2014 and resumed operations in

2015. Previous legal challenges against the plant,

including a 2015 injunction request and a 2019 case in

the Fukuoka District Court, have also been dismissed.

[Kyodo News]

The ruling comes as Japan’s new energy plan aims for

nuclear power to provide 20 percent of the country’s

electricity by 2040, requiring the reactivation of most

reactors despite safety concerns following the 2011

Fukushima disaster (see AiR No. 7, February/2025, 3).
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Japan: Growing use of resignation

agencies reflects changing work culture

(adi) An increasing number of Japanese employees are

turning to resignation agencies to handle the process

of quitting their jobs, reflecting shifting workplace

attitudes and a departure from traditional corporate

norms.

Resignation agencies, such as Albatross, manage tasks

including notifying employers and coordinating the

return of company property on behalf of clients. These

services, which gained popularity during the COVID-19

pandemic, are particularly favored by younger workers

seeking to avoid direct confrontation with employers.

Despite their growing demand, resignation agencies

operate in a legal gray area, with critics questioning

their compliance with labor laws. However, their rising

use underscores a broader shift in Japan’s corporate

culture, where traditional expectations of loyalty and

endurance are being challenged.

The trend also highlights Japan’s tightening labor

market, as companies face increasing pressure to

improve work environments and retain employees.

Analysts suggest that as more young workers seek

alternative career paths, businesses will need to

reassess their management strategies to address

evolving workforce expectations. [Financial Times]

Japan: Court sentences man to ten years

for attempted attack on former Prime

Minister Kishida

(adi) The Wakayama District Court sentenced Ryuji

Kimura to ten years in prison for attempting to

assassinate former Prime Minister Fumio Kishida. The

attack, which occurred in April 2023, during a

campaign event in Wakayama, involved Kimura

throwing a homemade pipe bomb toward Kishida (see

AiR No. 16, April/2023, 3).

The court found Kimura guilty of attempted murder

and violations of explosives and weapons laws.

Prosecutors had sought a 15-year sentence, arguing

that the bomb had potentially lethal effects.

Kimura denied attempting to kill Kishida, stating that

his goal was to highlight his dissatisfaction with Japan’s

electoral system. The court ruled that he was aware of

the potential fatal consequences of his actions.
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The attack followed the assassination of former Prime

Minister Shinzo Abe in July 2022, prompting

heightened scrutiny of security at political events.

Japan has strict gun control laws, but recent attacks

using homemade weapons have raised concerns over

evolving security threats. [AP News]

Mongolia: Government issues USD 500

million bond to manage foreign debt

(fs) The Government of Mongolia has issued a USD 500

million bond on the international financial market with

an interest rate of 6.625 percent and a five-year

maturity.

Investor demand for the new bond was particularly

strong, with initial orders exceeding the issuance

amount by 8.2 times, reaching USD 4.1 billion.

According to Finance Minister B. Javkhlan, the high

demand reflects growing investor confidence in

Mongolia and has helped reduce the country's risk

premium (spread) to a historic low of 2.27 percent.

Additionally, the bond was issued at a lower interest

rate than those of higher-rated countries such as

Uzbekistan, Brazil, and the Dominican Republic.

The profit obtained from this new bond will be used to

repurchase the previously issued Nomad and Century

II bonds, helping to restructure the country’s external

debt. [Montsame] [News.mn]

Mongolia: Aspire Mining announces

progress on Ovoot coal project

(fs) Aspire Mining, an Australian Stock Exchange-listed

company, has reported progress on its Ovoot coking

coal project. The company has completed pre-

construction geotechnical studies, allowing

construction to potentially begin in spring 2025.

The Ovoot coal project is a large-scale coking coal

mining project located in northern Mongolia’s Khuvsgul

province, developed by Aspire Mining, which is

considered to be one of the country's most significant

untapped coking coal deposits. [Aspire Limited]

At the end of October 2024, Aspire Mining updated its

resource estimates for the Ovoot deposit, confirming

total coal reserves of 130 million tons, including 76.8

million tons of proven reserves and 53.3 million tons of

inferred reserves. [Bloomberg TV]
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Mongolia: Orano to expand uranium

production amid supply challenges

(fs) French nuclear fuels company Orano plans to

increase uranium output from new mines, including a

project in Mongolia, to meet rising demand and offset

supply disruptions from Niger, CEO Nicolas Maes said.

Orano has faced export difficulties from its Niger

mines since a 2023 military coup, losing control of its

majority-owned projects there.

In January, Orano signed a preliminary agreement with

Mongolia to develop the Zuuvch Ovoo mine, aiming for

production in four years, with an annual output of

2,600 metric tons by 2044 (see Asia in Review No. 3,

January/2025, 3).

The company is also considering resuming operations

in Namibia, where uranium reserves are estimated at

18,000 metric tons over 18 years.

Orano reported 2024 revenues of USD 6.2 billion, up

23 percent compared to 2023. The company expects

2025 revenues to reach nearly USD 5.3 billion.

[Reuters]

Mongolia: Ulaanbaatar to expand

wastewater treatment capacity

(fs) A new central wastewater treatment plant, set to

begin operations this year, is expected to process

250,000 cubic meters of household and pre-treated

industrial wastewater daily. The facility will employ

mechanical, biological, and chemical treatment

methods to reduce environmental impact.

A separate water recycling plant, funded by the

Millennium Challenge Corporation (MCC), will treat

50,000 cubic meters of water daily for use in thermal

power plants. The MCC is a bilateral United States

foreign aid agency established in 2004 to provide

grants to developing countries that demonstrate a

commitment to good governance and economic

freedom.

By 2040, five additional treatment facilities with a

combined capacity of 20,000 to 30,000 cubic meters

will be constructed.

Ulaanbaatar's daily wastewater volume is projected to

double by 2040, reaching 526,000 cubic meters,
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according to the Ministry of Construction, Urban

Development, and Housing. [Bloomberg TV]

Mongolia: Consumer confidence declines

(fs) The National Research and Consulting Center

(NRCC) reported that Mongolia’s Consumer Confidence

Index fell by 10.1 points in the fourth quarter of 2024

compared to the previous quarter, reaching 104.7.

Despite this decline, the index increased by 16.7 points

year-on-year. [NRCC]

The survey highlights that consumers expect

worsening business conditions, job availability, and

income levels in the near future. However, perceptions

of the current economic situation have improved,

primarily due to a positive outlook on the labor

market.

Consumers anticipate price increases over the next

year, with inflation projected at 10.6 percent in

Ulaanbaatar and 12 percent in rural areas. While

household incomes and expenditures are expected to

rise, the growth in expenses is likely to outpace income

gains.

Despite an increase in household income, savings have

declined for three consecutive quarters due to higher

consumption. However, time deposits grew by 24

percent year-on-year, reaching MNT 18 trillion (USD 5.3

billion) by the end of 2024. Meanwhile, consumer loan

balances increased by 36 percent, reaching MNT 11.4

trillion (USD 3.4 billion).

Expectations of higher interest rates remain prevalent,

though employment forecasts have improved.

[Bloomberg TV]

Mongolia: Defense sector strengthens

capabilities with new Airbus H-145 D-3

helicopter

(fs) Mongolia’s defense sector has acquired an Airbus

H-145 D-3 helicopter. The aircraft, developed jointly by

Europe’s Airbus Helicopters and Japan’s Kawasaki

Corporation, is widely used by military and civil

aviation sectors worldwide due to its advanced

technology. It features dual engines, reducing

operational risks, and is designed for both military and

civilian applications with low maintenance costs.
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In 2025, Mongolia’s defense sector is implementing its

Patriotic Mongolia – Year of Great Revival initiative,

aiming to modernize equipment and integrate

advanced technologies. [iSee.mn]

South Korea: Pro and anti-Yoon protests

held ahead of final hearing in President

Yoon’s impeachment trial

(dql) As the Constitutional Court is set to hold its 10th

and final hearing in President Yoon Suk Yeol’s

impeachment trial on February 25, people took to the

streets across the country to protest for and against

him on February 22.

In central Seoul’s Gwanghwamun area, a rally led by

conservative activist pastor Jeon Kwang-hoon opposed

Yoon’s impeachment. Jeon called for a massive

demonstration on March 1, urging 30 million people to

participate. Police estimated 30,000 attendees, while

organizers claimed 3 million.

A conservative Christian group, "Save Korea," held a

large rally in Daejeon, 137 km south of Seoul, also

opposing Yoon’s impeachment. Police estimated

10,000 participants, though organizers expected

20,000. Similar demonstrations occurred in Incheon

and Daegu.

Meanwhile, pro-impeachment protests were held

nationwide. A rally near Gyeongbokgung Station drew

an estimated 11,000 people demanding Yoon’s

removal, with organizers citing 100,000 attendees.

Another demonstration near the Constitutional Court

had about 9,000 participants, though organizers

reported 35,000. [Yonhap News Agency]

In a separate move, the main opposition Democratic

Party (DP) held a rally near the Constitutional Court in

central Seoul on the same day, demanding Yoon Suk

Yeol's removal from office and warning that the

country would be “doomed” if he were reinstated. The

party reiterated its accusation that Yoon was the

mastermind behind the December 3 martial law

declaration.

This was the party’s first outdoor rally since the

December 3 martial law declaration, with an estimated

35,000 attendees, including 80 lawmakers and party

leaders. [Yonhap News Agency 2]

A day earlier, Korea University—one of South Korea’s

top three universities—became a protest site for
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students both supporting and opposing Yoon’s

impeachment. News of the demonstrations spread

across progressive and conservative online

communities, drawing participation beyond campus

groups. Conservative YouTuber Ahn Jung-kwon’s

platform, Vellado, reportedly registered a protest at

the university’s main gate, while pro-impeachment

supporters mobilized through online chat rooms,

urging participants to "overwhelm" far-right groups.

[Maeil Business Newspaper]

Notably, external groups were involved including the

left-wing nationalist Korean University Progressive

Union and the conservative Christian Truth Forum and

triggering controversy. The former has been linked to

past attempts to breach the U.S. Embassy and the

presidential office, while the latter produced a biopic

on former President Syngman Rhee and holds

reactionary views on the French Revolution. Both face

allegations of not being genuine student organizations,

with significant middle-aged membership.

Korea University's Democratic Alumni Association

condemned the anti-impeachment rally, likening it to

far-right demonstrations at other universities and

calling its presence an "intolerable act of violence."

[Korea JoongAng Daily]

South Korea: Inside the final week of President

Yoon Suk Yeol’s impeachment trial

(mm) After 7 weeks of proceedings, South Korea’s

constitutional court has held the final hearing of

President Yoon Suk Yeol's impeachment trial to decide

whether he should be removed from office after his

shock martial law decree last year. Yoon’s legal team

faced a demanding week, navigating three

impeachment hearings in just seven days, coinciding

with the preliminary proceedings of his criminal trial

on insurrection charges.

9th hearing – February 18

During the 9th impeachment trial hearing Yoon's

lawyers fought unsuccessfully for the court to exclude

key evidence regarding the chief of the National Police

Agency Cho Ji-ho's role in the crisis. Cho previously

admitted Yoon had ordered him to arrest lawmakers

entering the National Assembly on the night of the

martial law declaration, to prevent them from revoking

the decree. According to Cho, Yoon called him six

times, instructing him repeatedly to make the arrests.

The court rejected Yoon's defense team's motion to

remove the evidence, prompting one of his lawyers to
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storm out of the court room. [KBS World][The Korea

Times 1] [Korea JoongAng Daily 1]

10th hearing – February 20

The court dealt another setback to Yoon by proceeding

with his 10th impeachment hearing on the same day

his criminal trial on insurrection charges began. The

session featured key witness testimony from Prime

Minister Han Duck-soo, who served as Acting President

after Yoon was impeached by the National Assembly

and himself was impeached, and former National

Intelligence Service deputy director Hong Jang-won.

Han, against whom Yoon allegedly issued an arrest

warrant on December 3, testified that all ministers

present at the Dec. 3 Cabinet meeting opposed Yoon’s

plan to declare martial law. Han described the meeting

as irregular, both procedurally and practically.

Hong, for his part, alleged that he was instructed by to

arrest opposition Democratic Party leader Lee Jae-

myung and other politicians on December 3. However,

inconsistencies in his statements regarding when and

where he wrote a list of names raised questions about

his credibility. Surveillance footage contradicted his

earlier claim of writing the list outside the NIS

headquarters. [Korea JoongAng Daily 2] [Chosun Biz]

11th and final hearing – February 25

The 11th and final impeachment hearing concluded

with closing arguments from both Yoon and the

National Assembly committee chairperson.

Yoon’s legal team defended his martial law declaration

as a legitimate act of governance, arguing it did not

violate the Constitution. They denied claims that

security forces blocked the National Assembly

compound on the night of the decree, contradicting

testimonies from lawmakers and witnesses. Yoon’s

lawyers also questioned the credibility of former

National Intelligence Service (NIS) Deputy Director

Hong Jang-won’s memo, which alleged that Yoon

ordered the arrest of key political figures.

Meanwhile, the National Assembly’s impeachment

panel accused Yoon of unlawfully imposing martial law

without a national emergency and bypassing required

procedures, including holding a Cabinet meeting and

notifying the legislature. Assembly lawyer Lee Kwang-

beom condemned Yoon’s actions, accusing him of

undermining democracy, silencing opposition, and

obsessing over unfounded election fraud claims. The

panel warned that Yoon’s efforts to rally his supporters
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raise concerns about the possibility of further martial

law declarations if he regains power.

The constitutional court is expected to deliver its ruling

in two weeks, with a verdict that will be decided by a

vote of the eight presiding justices.

One of the key issues in Yoon’s impeachment is his

alleged attempt to seize control of constitutional

institutions by mobilizing the military and police.

Specifically, the court examined whether Yoon ordered

the arrests of lawmakers in the National Assembly to

block a vote that could undo his martial law decree.  An

accusation Yoon’s legal team steadfastly denies,

despite testimonies from multiple witnesses in the trial

who claimed troops and police officers prevented

them from entering the parliamentary compound. [The

Korea Times 2] [The Korea Herald]

Legal scholars and experts are predicting the

Constitutional Court judges are likely to rule in favor of

Yoon’s impeachment. If Yoon is impeached and

removed from office; South Korea will have to hold

fresh elections within 60 days. [France24]

South Korea: President Yoon's criminal trial on

insurrection charges commences

(mm) Suspended President Yoon Suk Yeol appeared

for the first preliminary hearing of his criminal trial on

charges of leading an insurrection in the fallout of his

December martial law decree. Yoon is now South

Korea's first sitting president to stand criminal trial.

[The Korea Times]

Currently also facing the final stages of his

impeachment trial, Yoon was indicted last month on

insurrection charges (see article above and AiR No. 4,

January/2025, 4), a crime that overrides presidential

immunity from prosecution.

The preliminary hearing, aimed at establishing the

main issues of the case and further proceedings,

ended in just 13 minutes. Yoon's legal team deferred

outlining their position, including whether they would

seek to merge his case with others indicted over their

alleged roles in the martial law decree, including high-

profile police chiefs, military commanders and ex-

Defense Minister Kim Yong-hyun. Prosecution has

opposed such a merger, arguing that separate trials

would be more efficient. [The Korea Times] [The Korea

Herald]

Following the hearing, the court began a review of
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Yoon’s request to cancel his arrest and release him

from Seol Detention Center, where he has been held

since mid-January. Yoon’s legal team claimed his

detention was illegal, arguing that his detention

expired upon indictment on Jan. 26, that his martial

law decree was legitimate, and the president is not a

flight risk. Prosecutors countered that Yoon’s detention

remains valid as the indictment took place within the

legal holding period. [The Korea Times]

Meanwhile, South Korea police are building a case

against Yoon for obstructing the execution of his own

arrest warrant, a crime that carries a five-year prison

sentence.  On December 31, the arrest warrant was

issued charging the president of leading an

insurrection through his martial law attempt, however

the warrant was not executed until January 15 after

Yoon’s presidential security team blocked investigators

for days. [Reuters]

The criminal trial of the suspended president could last

up to 6 months, and under South Korean law

prosecutors can hold a defendant in custody for up to

6 months after indictment. If the court fails to deliver a

verdict by the end of July, the case will proceed without

detention. Unlike Yoon’s impeachment trial, which

concerns constitutional violations, the criminal trial will

investigate Yoon’s martial law decree under criminal

law to determine whether it was a justified action or an

attempted insurrection. According to the South Korean

criminal act, those convicted of insurrection face either

the death penalty or life imprisonment. [The Korea

Herald]

South Korea: Constitutional Court hears trial

against impeached Acting President Han Duck Soo

(dql) Impeached Prime Minister Han Duck-soo

apologized for failing to dissuade President Yoon Suk

Yeol from declaring martial law but denied any role in

its implementation during his impeachment trial’s sole

hearing on February 19. [AA]

Han was impeached on December 27 by the

Democratic Party (DP)-controlled National Assembly

while serving as acting president, after refusing to

appoint three legislative nominees to the

Constitutional Court. Two of the nominees were later

appointed by acting President Choi Sang-mok, bringing

the court’s bench to eight justices.

The impeachment motion also cited other charges,

including vetoing DP-backed special counsel bills,

aiding Yoon’s declaration of martial law, refusing to

appoint members to a probe on Yoon’s decree, and

attempting to govern alongside then-People Power
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Party (PPP) leader Han Dong-hoon (see AiR No. 53,

December/2024, 5).

Han rejected all accusations, stating he was unaware of

Yoon’s plans and attempted to dissuade him. He

emphasized he had no role in deploying the military

and justified his reluctance to appoint justices as an

exercise of presidential restraint and a lack of

bipartisan consensus. He defended his cooperation

with the PPP leader as necessary for government

stability and argued that he vetoed certain bills due to

constitutional concerns. [Chosun Biz]

Han urged the Constitutional Court to expedite its

ruling, warning of consequences for government

stability amid global geopolitical changes.

His impeachment trial’s single oral hearing lasted 90

minutes. A key issue in the ruling is whether Han’s

impeachment required a two-thirds majority, given his

status as acting president. The PPP contended it did,

while the DP argued a simple majority sufficed, as Han

allegedly aided Yoon before becoming interim leader.

The motion passed with 192 votes in favor, while all

108 PPP lawmakers boycotted.

The DP later faced criticism for asking the court to

disregard the charge that Han acted as Yoon’s

accomplice, which many saw as a bargaining chip for

impeachment. [Korea JoongAng Daily]

South Korea: Opposition party pushes for

special prosecutor to investigate First

Lady Kim Keon Hee

(dql) Lawmakers from the opposition Democratic Party

(DP) are advocating for the appointment of a special

prosecutor to investigate First Lady Kim Keon Hee over

multiple scandals, through a resolution that bypasses

the need for new legislation and does not require

presidential approval.

The motion calls for the National Assembly to appoint

a special prosecutor under the Act on the Appointment

of Independent Prosecutors. The scope of the

investigation is similar to a previous bill vetoed by

acting President Choi Sang-mok on December 31,

which sought to probe corruption allegations, stock

manipulation, violations of the antigraft law, unlawful

election interference, and the leaking of confidential

information related to Kim.

In 2022, the prosecution dropped charges against Kim,

including stock manipulation and receiving gifts from a
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pastor in exchange for favors. The motion claims that

the prosecution was lenient toward Kim due to her

position as the president's spouse, alleging political

motivations.

Unlike the previous bills, which were vetoed by the

president, the new motion can pass with only 151

votes, making it a more viable option for the

opposition, which controls 190 out of 300 seats in the

National Assembly. However, the resolution does not

have the legal power to compel the president to

appoint a special prosecutor.

Acting President Choi has not yet appointed a special

prosecutor to investigate allegations that President

Yoon led an insurrection, despite a National Assembly

resolution passed in December. [The Korea Herald]

South Korea: Support for ruling party

drops to 34 percent

(fn) A recent Gallup poll shows that the support for

South Korea's ruling People Power Party (PPP) has

decreased to 34 percent, marking a 5-percentage point

drop from earlier this month previous week. This

reduction coincides with the ongoing impeachment

trial of President Yoon Suk Yeol, where evidence and

testimonies presented by the prosecution are

challenging the president's claims.

Conversely, support for the primary opposition

Democratic Party (DP) has increased to 40 percent.

Moreover, 34 percent of the respondents showed

support for DP leader Lee Jae-myung as a potential

presidential candidate, followed by Labor Minister Kim

Moon-soo at 9 percent and Daegu Mayor Hong Joon-

pyo at 5 percent. The poll was conducted with 1,002

adults and has a margin of error of ±3.1 percent.

[Yonhap News Agency]

South Korea: Homegrown AI models to be

built

(fn/mm) Acting President Choi Sang-mok, has

announced plans to develop a homegrown version of

ChatGPT, the AI chatbot from OpenAI. The government

is fully committed to advancing Research and

Development (R&D) in artificial intelligence to establish

the nation as one of the top three AI powerhouses

globally, Choi reaffirmed.
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He highlighted the competitive nature of the global AI

landscape, noting the significant investments made by

leading AI nations and the rise of China’s DeepSeek AI

model, which presents both challenges and

opportunities for South Korea.

To enhance its AI capabilities, the South Korean

government plans to acquire 10,000 high-performance

graphics processing units (GPUs) by the end of the

year, up from 2,000 in 2023. [The Korea Times]

In a related development, South Korea has confirmed

it will build the world's largest AI data center in

southwestern province of South Jeolla, projected to

generate USD 35 billion in revenue. Funded entirely by

Stock Road Farm, a private venture capital firm, the

data center will generate up to 3 gigawatts of power,

the equivalent of powering 2.6 million homes, and

three times the capacity of the ongoing Stargate

project in the United States, an initiative backed by

tech giants OpenAI, SoftBank and Oracle. [Korea

JoongAng Daily] [Asia News]

In addition, the defense ministry has announced it will

test its homegrown generative artificial intelligence (AI)

platform during a major South Korean-United States

joint military exercise next month. The Defense AI

platform will be trialled to assess its viability in

battlefield command control systems during the allies

Freedom Shield exercise, an annual joint military

cooperation to maintain readiness against North

Korean threats. The Defense Ministry has been

developing the AI program with general data, rather

than military secrets, and this trial offers an

opportunity for further development based on user

feedback. [Yonhap News Agency]

South Korea: New energy plan focuses on

nuclear and renewable Power

(dql) South Korea has finalized a new energy mix plan,

outlining the construction of two large-scale nuclear

power plants and one small modular reactor (SMR) by

2038. The plan aims to increase nuclear power

generation from 180.5 terawatt-hours (TWh) in 2023 to

248.3 TWh by 2038, growing its share in the energy mix

from 30.7 percent to 35.2 percent.

The plan also targets a significant expansion of

renewable energy, with a goal of generating 7

gigawatts (GW) per year by 2030. Renewable energy

generation is projected to rise from 49.4 TWh in 2023

to 205.7 TWh in 2038, boosting its share from 8.4

percent to 29.2 percent. Together, nuclear and
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renewable energy are expected to account for 70

percent of the country’s power generation by 2038.

To meet its energy goals, Asia’ fourth largest economy

plans a total power generation capacity of 157.8 GW by

2038, surpassing the planned capacity of 131.2 GW.

The country currently operates 26 large-scale nuclear

reactors and is building four more, with two additional

reactors needed by 2037-2038. A small modular

reactor (SMR) with 0.7 GW capacity is set to begin

operation by 2035-2036.

The plan also aims to reduce coal power generation

from 184.9 TWh in 2023 to 70.9 TWh by 2038,

decreasing its share in the energy mix from 31.4

percent to 10.1 percent. South Korea intends to

convert 28 aging coal plants to liquefied natural gas

and convert 12 additional units, set to close by 2037-

2038, to carbon-free energy sources such as

hydropower, hydrogen, and ammonia-based

generation. [Reuters]

South Korea: Largest cryptocurrency

exchange faces three-month suspension

(fn) South Korea's Financial Intelligence Unit (FIU) has

imposed a partial three-month business suspension on

Upbit, the country's largest cryptocurrency trading

platform, due to failures in its anti-money laundering

(AML) obligations. The suspension, which will be in

effect from March 7 to June 6, will restrict new

customers from transferring their crypto assets to

others but still permit them to engage in trading,

depositing, and withdrawing funds. Current customers

will be able to trade without any restrictions.

The FIU raised concerns about Upbit for breaching

regulations regarding unregistered crypto platforms

and customer identification practices. Furthermore,

the exchange is also facing an antitrust probe related

to its market dominance and questionable practices.

[Yonhap News Agency]

South Korea: Government plans to

purchase unsold new homes to support

construction sector

(kp) The South Korean government has announced

plans to support the struggling construction sector by

purchasing unsold new homes and launching regional

development projects. Acting President Choi Sang-mok
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stated plans on February 20 for the Korea Land &

Housing Corporation (LH) to acquire approximately

3,000 unsold apartments in provincial areas, with

potential for further purchases contingent on market

conditions. Overall, Choi’s plan aims to implement

proactive policies to combat dragging growth, with a

focus on stabilizing key industries and safeguarding

public safety to support the country’s economic

resilience.

This marks the government's first such acquisition

since 2010, with the homes designated for public

rental housing. The initiative comes in response to a

sharp rise in unsold housing in non-metropolitan

regions, which reached 21,480 units by the end of

December 2024, the highest level in a decade. This is

attributed to the property market’s cooldown and

weak growth momentum. Per the Ministry of Land,

Infrastructure, and Transport, the properties are set to

be used for public rental housing. To further stimulate

demand, the government will offer incentives to

financial institutions that increase mortgage lending in

these regions.

In addition to housing measures, the government is

planning to advance infrastructure projects to drive

investment and economic growth. Plans include

constructing new underground railway systems in

Busan, Daejeon, and Ansan to enhance regional

connectivity.

A separate focus on public safety will see KRW 260

billion (USD 180.36 million) invested by 2027 in aviation

safety upgrades, such as installing bird detection radar

at 15 airports. The announcement comes after the

deadly Jeju Air crash on December 29, 2024, which

authorities suspect was caused by a bird strike. The

government has begun rolling out additional safety

measures in response, including thermal imaging

cameras and acoustic deterrent devices at domestic

airports. Presently, four airports in the country possess

thermal imaging devices for bird detection, while

Incheon Airport and Gimpo Airport are the only two

that additionally employ acoustic deterrent devices.

[Yonhap News Agency][The Korea Herald]

South Korea: Chief Air Force officer tests

fighter jet

(dql) Gen. Lee Young-soo, Chief of Staff of the South

Korean Air Force, conducted a test flight of the KF-21,

South Korea’s supersonic fighter jet, on February 19 to

assess its readiness for deployment. Flying at speeds

https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-stdtujd-l-ny/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-stdtujd-l-nj/


over 1,000 kilometers per hour at an altitude of 4,500

meters over the southern coast, Lee evaluated the

aircraft’s stability and its interoperability with the Air

Force’s KF-16 fighter jet. [Global Defense Insight]

Lee expressed confidence in the KF-21’s capabilities,

describing it as comparable to top-tier fighter jets

worldwide in power, maneuverability, avionics, and

weapons systems. He highlighted its active

electronically scanned array (AESA) radar for its

precision and battlefield awareness, noting its ability to

track both nearby and distant targets simultaneously.

With over 2,800 flight hours, Lee has piloted several

fighter jets, including the F-5, F-16, and F-15K. The KF-

21, a 4.5-generation supersonic fighter, completed its

maiden flight in July 2022 and is being developed by

Korea Aerospace Industries in collaboration with the

Agency for Defense Development. Its AESA radar was

developed by ADD and manufactured by Hanwha

Systems.

The KF-21 received provisional combat suitability

approval in May 2023, and its first mass production

contract was signed in June 2024. The jet is scheduled

for operational deployment by 2026, after completing

around 1,000 additional test flights. [The Korea Herald]

South Korea: Military officers under

investigation over alleged martial law

involvement

(kp) An investigation has been launched on thirty South

Korean military personnel regarding allegations of

involvement with impeached President Yoon Suk Yeol's

unsuccessful declaration of martial law on December

3, according to a defense ministry report.

The investigation targets 17 generals and 13 field

grade officers, among which several high-ranking

individuals and key military units have been identified.

This includes Army Chief of Staff Park An-su, the Vice

Chairman Joint Chiefs of Staff Jeong Jin-pal, the Director

of the Defense Intelligence Agency Won Cheon-hee,

the former Army Special Warfare Commander Kwak

Jong-keun, and former Capital Defense Command

Chief Lee Jin-woo. Eight of those under investigation

belong to the Defense CounterIntelligence Command,

including Commander Yeo In-hyung.

The Defense Counterintelligence Command is facing

accusations of deploying troops to apprehend

policymakers, like the National Assembly speaker and

party leaders, and organizing plans to seize the
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National Election Commission’s servers during the

martial law incident Among the total of 30 servicemen,

five were formally indicted in January and brought to

trial on charges of insurrection and abuse of authority

for impeding the exercise of rights. [Yonhap News

Agency 1] [Korea JoongAng Daily] [Yonhap News

Agency 2]

Meanwhile, the National Human Rights Commission of

Korea (NHRCK) is facing criticism for defending the

rights of military commanders accused in the martial

law incident. Despite internal and public backlash,

including opposition from its own commissioners and

staff, the commission has advocated for their legal

protections. Critics argue the commission is

overstepping its role and undermining judicial

independence by aligning with Yoon’s justifications for

martial law.

On February 20, former Capital Defense Command

Chief Lee, who was accused of deploying troops to

enter the National Assembly building and “drag out”

lawmakers, made a claim for innocence through his

lawyer stating that he was solely abiding by orders

from his superior, President Yoon. There are yet to be

similar claims made by others under investigation.

[The Korea Herald] [Yonhap News Agency 3]

South Korea: Officials receive suspended

prison terms over forced repatriation of

North Korea fishermen

(kp) Deferred prison sentences were delivered to four

former high-ranking South Korean officials on February

19 regarding the deportation of North Korean

fishermen during the previous Moon Jae-in

administration. The officials include Moon’s former

presidential chief of staff Noh Young-min, former

unification minister Kim Yeon-chul, former National

Intelligence Service director Suh Hoon, and former

national security advisor Chung Eui-yong.

Five days after capturing two southward-sailing North

Korean fishermen off the eastern inter-Korean sea

border, it was reported that the Moon government

forcibly returned them to North Korea in November

2019. The government’s explanation for the decision to

deny them protection and asylum cited both the

fishermen’s confession to killing 16 of their crew

members. As a result, however, four of Moon’s officials

were indicted for forcing government agency

employees to repatriate the North Koreans against

their expressed desire to defect to the South. Reports
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have suggested that they were both swiftly executed

upon arriving back in North Korea.

A notable argument from the defense proclaimed that

the fishermen were not South Korean citizens, which

was dismissed on account of the Nationality Act. This

act recognizes all North Koreans to be considered

South Korean nationals upon their birth. While the

court acknowledged the forced deportation as a

“violation of human rights” due to the fatal harm that

likely resulted from their return, it upheld that the

severity of the crimes the fishermen committed was

taken into account when reaching a ruling. [Yonhap

News Agency]

The decision, however, has garnered criticism from

legal experts as a “soft ruling”. Rather than immediate

imprisonment, deferred sentences are often issued for

minor crimes because they allow the offender to avoid

serving prison time by completing specific stipulations.

In this case, the court’s decision formally stipulated

that if the four were not issued finalized court rulings

within two years, the sentences would be nullified.

Considering the illegality of forced repatriation, this

has raised concerns over accountability. After the

court’s decision, prosecutors have declared their

intention to pursue harsher penalties by appealing to a

higher court.  [The Chosun Daily]

South Korea: Reusable space rocket to be

developed by 2035

(fn) South Korea plans to transform its next-generation

space rocket into a reusable system by the year 2035,

as stated by the Korea Aerospace Administration

(KASA). The country seeks to establish the essential

technologies required for reusability as part of an

updated strategy for the rocket's development.

While the 2032 lunar mission will still rely on a non-

reusable launch system. KASA aims to develop both an

independent lunar lander and an economically viable

reusable rocket. The modification of the plan may

create challenges, especially regarding current

contractors such as Hanwha Aerospace Co., and

further evaluation is necessary to determine whether

to  continue with current contractors or bring in new

ones. [Yonhap News Agency]
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South Korea: Muan Airport resumes

flights 56 days after fatal Jeju Air crash

(mm) Muan International Airport has resumed flights

for the first time since the Jeju Air plane crash in

December last year. The airport, which had been

completely closed, has now been permitted flights for

emergency medical care and educational training.

On December 29 a Jeju Air passenger plane from

Bangkok erupted into flames at Muan Airport after

crashing into concrete barrier as it overshot the

runway during an emergency landing. 181 people on

board lost their lives, with only two survivors. Civilian

passenger flights to and from Muan have been

suspended until April 18 to allow for safety inspections.

[The Korea Times]

Taiwan: Ruling party seeks injunction,

constitutional review of recall act

amendments

(dql) The ruling Democratic Progressive Party (DPP) has

requested an injunction and a constitutional review of

amendments to the Public Officials Election and Recall

Act, which took effect on February 20 following

President William Lai’s promulgation on February 18

(see article below).

DPP caucus whip Ker Chien-ming argues that requiring

individuals initiating or signing a recall petition to

submit photocopies of their identification cards is

unconstitutional, citing Article 17 of the Constitution,

which guarantees recall rights, and Article 22, which

protects freedoms not detrimental to public order or

welfare.

He warned that the amendments, which impose

penalties of up to five years in prison or fines of up to

NTD 1 million (USD 30, 520) for identity misuse or

forgery in recall petitions, could criminalize the

exercise of fundamental rights.

Currently, the Constitutional Court has only eight

justices, as the Legislative Yuan has yet to approve

seven nominees proposed by Lai in December. KMT

caucus whip Fu Kun-chi argues that a constitutional

ruling is not possible under these circumstances.

The KMT and Taiwan People’s Party backed the

amendments, which passed the Legislative Yuan on

December 20. The Cabinet requested a legislative

reconsideration on January 24, citing enforcement
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difficulties, but lawmakers upheld the changes on

February 13, sending them to the Presidential Office,

where they were promulgated the next day. [Taipei

Times]

Taiwan: President Lai signs amendment to

recall petition procedure into law

(ce) Taiwan's newly amended Public Officials Election

and Recall Act has sparked controversy and a planned

constitutional challenge from the ruling Democratic

Progressive Party (DPP). Following the December

passage of the amendments in the Legislative Yuan,

Taiwan’s parliament, and a subsequent failed Cabinet

revote, President Lai Ching-te  promulgated the revised

law on February 18.

DPP caucus secretary-general Wu Szu-yao announced

the party's intention to petition the Constitutional

Court, arguing the opposition-backed amendments

"exceedingly restrict" the public's right to recall elected

officials and place a "significant burden" on local

election authorities.

The amended law, proposed by the Kuomintang (KMT)

and backed by the Taiwan People's Party (TPP),

introduces stricter requirements for recall petitions.

Petitioners and signatories must now submit

photocopies of their identification cards, a change

from the previous system where only ID numbers and

addresses were required. This change aims to address

past abuses of the recall process. The new law also

includes penalties of up to five years in prison or a NTD

1 million (USD 30,520) fine for ID forgery or misuse

related to recall petitions.

The DPP government maintains that the new

regulations are unconstitutional. However, the

Constitutional Court currently has only eight Grand

Justices, short of the required ten for hearing a case

and the nine needed to declare a law unconstitutional,

as stipulated by the newly amended Constitutional

Court Procedure Act. These amendments were also

pushed through the parliament by KTM and TPP

against the opposition of the DPP.

The Legislative Yuan has yet to confirm President Lai's

nominations for new justices, creating a potential

obstacle for the DPP's legal challenge. [Taipei Times]
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Taiwan: Executive Yuan threatens

constitutional challenge

(ce) A significant budget dispute in Taiwan has

escalated, with the Executive Yuan, Taiwan’s Cabinet,

preparing to formally challenge the central

government's budget passed by the legislature. This

development follows failed cross-party negotiations

and sets the stage for a potential constitutional

showdown.

The root of the conflict trace back to January, when the

opposition Kuomintang (KMT) and Taiwan People's

Party (TPP), holding a legislative majority, passed the

budget, slashing NTD 207.5 billion (USD 6.34 billion)

from the Executive Yuan's original proposal. This move,

opposed by the ruling Democratic Progressive Party

(DPP), triggered a political deadlock (see AiR No. 3,

January/2025, 3).

On February 18, Legislative Speaker Han Kuo-yu (KMT)

convened a cross-party meeting to resolve the

impasse. However, negotiations failed, and Han

announced the reduced budget would be sent to the

Executive Yuan. He expressed hope the Cabinet would

not seek a revote, despite acknowledging the "bitter

pill" of the situation. Han suggested potential solutions,

including further caucus discussions and the possible

unfreezing of budget allocations by legislative

committees. He also indicated openness to additional

funding proposals or the use of reserve funds. [Taipei

Times 1]

However, DPP caucus whip Ker Chien-ming confirmed

the budget transfer, signaling the potential for

constitutional actions, such as an Executive Yuan

request for reconsideration. KMT caucus deputy

secretary-general Wang Hung-wei challenged the

Executive Yuan's claims of a record budget freeze and

raised concerns about reserve fund usage, arguing

they cannot be used to fund items removed by the

legislature. TPP Chairman Huang Kuo-chang criticized

the Executive Yuan's handling of the budget, accusing

them of bad-faith negotiations and inadequate

preparation.

Now, the Executive Yuan is poised to formally request

a reconsideration of the budget, with Premier Cho

Jung-tai expressing concerns that the budget, as

passed, lacks clarity on the total cuts and may violate

the Budget Act and the Constitution. The Executive

Yuan's decision is driven by the unspecified nature of

the cuts and 12 unresolved challenges identified by the

Directorate-General of Budget, Accounting and

Statistics (DGBAS), which they argue cannot be

addressed through supplementary budgets alone.

https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-stdtujd-l-ph/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-stdtujd-l-ph/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-stdtujd-l-pk/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-stdtujd-l-pk/


Anticipating legislative rejection of their

reconsideration request, the Executive Yuan is

prepared to pursue a constitutional interpretation and

a temporary injunction from the Constitutional Court.

Should the court grant an injunction, government

agencies would operate under the previous year's

budget. The Executive Yuan aims to resolve the

impasse within a month of the new legislative session.

Specific concerns include a NTD 100 billion (USD 3,05

billion) budget cut for Taiwan Power Co., which the

Executive Yuan plans to address through

supplementary budget bills, as reserve funds cannot

be used. They will also seek legislative approval to use

reserve funds for operating expenses.

Furthermore, amendments to the Act Governing the

Allocation of Government Revenues and Expenditures,

returned with the budget bill, are under scrutiny.

Premier Cho has indicated plans to propose a revised

version, with the Executive Yuan considering a

separate reconsideration request. This escalating

dispute underscores the deep political divisions

surrounding Taiwan's budget and sets the stage for a

protracted legal and political battle. [Taipei Times 2]

Taiwan: DPP lawmakers advocate for

mandatory tech transfers to strengthen

defense industry

(ce) In response to growing Chinese pressure,

lawmakers of the ruling Democratic Progressive Party

(DPP) are proposing amendments to the National

Defense Act and the Defense Industry Development

Act, seeking to mandate technology transfers during

international weapons research and development

collaborations. The proposal comes as President

William Lai has pledged to increase the defense budget

to over 3 percent of GDP, allocating a special budget to

address the escalating threat.

DPP legislators Chiu Chih-wei and Lin Chun-hsien

argue that while increased arms procurement from the

US is vital, Taiwan must also prioritize developing its

own defense industry. They propose amending Article

22 of the National Defense Act to require technology

transfers not only during outsourcing but also when

engaging in international cooperation on weapons

research, development, production, and maintenance.

This amendment would directly support national

defense independence and Taiwan's security goals.

Chiu emphasized that the US supports Taiwan's multi-

faceted approach to defense equipment acquisition,
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including independent R&D and technology transfers.

However, he noted challenges caused by delayed US

arms deliveries, highlighting the need for Taiwan to

enhance its self-reliance. He advocates for actively

promoting Taiwan-US joint weapons production,

aiming to secure original manufacturer certification

and foster domestic industry growth.

To facilitate this, further amendments to the Defense

Industry Development Act are proposed. Current

provisions limit cooperation with foreign suppliers,

except in cases of "special necessity" and with multi-

agency approval. The proposed changes would

broaden the scope of permissible collaboration by

including "relevant agencies," allowing for more

flexible procurement of foreign materials and supplies,

particularly for sectors like drone manufacturing.

[Taipei Times]

Taiwan: DPP, TPP clash over 'Strong

Generation' Act, repeal sought

(ce) The legislative caucus of the ruling Democratic

Progressive Party (DPP) is pushing to repeal the

"Strong Generation" Act, alleging that opposition

Taiwan People’s Party (TPP) Legislator Wu Chun-

cheng's conflict of interest. The DPP accuses Wu of

budget freezes to enforce the "strong generation" term

and questions his family business's government

contracts and trademark.

Wu denies impropriety, citing contract extensions and

relinquishing trademarks. He points out DPP

involvement in the Act's creation, arguing they should

target him, not the legislation.

TPP Chair Huang Kuo-chang claims the attacks are

politically motivated, targeting the TPP. He defends

Wu's commitment to the policy and highlights

bipartisan support during its passage.

The Control Yuan and Taipei District Prosecutors'

Office have launched investigations into potential

conflicts of interest. [Taiwan News]

Taiwan: Tariff fears and "silicon shield"

(ce) A new poll reveals strong public sentiment in

Taiwan against transferring TSMC's 2nm

semiconductor technology to the US, as concerns

escalate over potential trade pressures from a second

Trump administration. The Foundation for the People
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survey highlights widespread anxieties about future

US-Taiwan trade relations.

The poll, shared by Deputy Legislative Speaker Johnny

Chiang, found that nearly 85 percent of Taiwanese

oppose the TSMC technology transfer. This aligns with

a strong expectation of US tariffs (85.6 percent) and a

belief that the US holds a dominant position in trade

negotiations (62.4 percent).

These concerns arise from Taiwan’s significant US

trade surplus, which hit a record USD 73.9 billion last

year. Speculation suggests the US may pressure

Taiwan to reduce this surplus through increased

purchases of US weapons, fossil fuels, or agricultural

goods.

The poll also underscores the strategic importance of

the semiconductor industry to Taiwan. A vast majority

(83.8 percent) consider TSMC and related companies

as vital national assets, and 62.5 percent view the

sector as a "silicon shield," believing it would trigger

Western intervention in a cross-strait conflict. Notably,

88.4 percent of respondents rejected claims that

Taiwan "stole" US semiconductor technology.

Public opinion is split on whether the government is

actively negotiating with the US on the technology

transfer issue, with 50 percent believing discussions

are ongoing and 42.6 percent disagreeing.

Chiang and other experts advocate for strategic

planning to navigate potential trade challenges. Some

suggest aligning with US reshoring efforts by focusing

on industries suitable for US investment. [Taipei Times]

[Taiwan News]

Taiwan: Overseas investments surge to

record high in 2024

(ce) Taiwan's global expansion reached new heights in

2024, with direct overseas investments hitting a record

USD 21.05 billion, fueled primarily by the strategic

moves of leading manufacturers, according to data

released by the central bank. This surge, along with a

record USD 31.98 billion net increase in overseas

investments by Taiwanese residents, underscores the

nation's growing international footprint.

The driving force behind this expansion is contract

chipmaking giant, Taiwan Semiconductor

Manufacturing Co. (TSMC), which is significantly

expanding its production capabilities in the United

States and Japan.
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Beyond TSMC, other major players are also

contributing to this trend. Vanguard International

Semiconductor Corp., semiconductor distributor WT

Microelectronics Co., and iPhone assembler Hon Hai

Precision Industry Co. have all made substantial

overseas investments, further solidifying Taiwan's

position in the global market.

While direct investments soared, Taiwan's portfolio

investment account saw a net asset increase of USD

66.33 billion in 2024, a slight decrease of USD 5.59

billion compared to the previous year.

Combining direct and portfolio investments, Taiwan's

net fund outflow reached a significant USD 94.39

billion in 2024, representing an increase of USD 9.02

billion from 2023. In the fourth quarter alone, the net

fund outflow was USD 30.70 billion, marking the 58th

consecutive quarter of net fund outflows—the longest

such streak in Taiwan's history.

This sustained outflow reflects the ongoing trend of

Taiwanese capital seeking opportunities abroad,

particularly in strategic sectors like semiconductors.

[Focus Taiwan]

Taiwan: Home-grown fighter jet conducts

air-launched HF-3 missile test

(dql) Taiwan's Indigenous Defense Fighter (IDF) has

reportedly recently conducted an exercise carrying an

air-launched variant of the Hsiung Feng-III (HF-3)

missile.

The development gained attention after a photo of an

IDF armed with the missile appeared in the United Daily

News, one of Taiwan’s largest Chinese-language

newspapers. A military official stated that the missile

remains under development by Taiwan’s National

Chung-Shan Institute of Science and Technology

(NCSIST) but did not disclose further details.

The air-launched HF-3 is smaller than its ship- and

land-based counterparts, allowing it to be mounted

under the IDF’s wings. To reduce weight, the missile

lacks the two side boosters found in the original

version. This adaptation could enhance the IDF’s long-

range strike capability. [Focus Taiwan]

The NCSIST is Taiwan’s primary defense research and

development organization, operating under the

Ministry of National Defense and responsible for

developing advanced military technologies, including
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missiles, radar systems, drones, and electronic warfare

equipment.

Taiwan: Vice President Hsiao Bi-khim

highlights defense, resilience at Halifax

forum

(ce) At the Halifax International Security Forum in

Taipei, Vice President Hsiao Bi-khim stressed Taiwan's

commitment to defending its democracy against China.

The forum's location, she said, reflects global

recognition of Taiwan's dedication to Indo-Pacific

peace and freedom, placing greater responsibility on

the nation. She emphasized that peace is fragile,

democracy is vital for its pursuit, and a pragmatic

approach is needed to counter totalitarianism.

Central to her address was President Lai Ching-te's

"Four Pillars of Peace" strategy, specifically focusing on

the first pillar: strengthening Taiwan's defense. Hsiao

detailed ongoing reforms, including increased defense

spending, improved conscription, and the

development of asymmetric warfare capabilities. She

also highlighted the daily challenges Taiwan faces, such

as cyberattacks and diplomatic pressure from China,

and stressed that a society committed to self-defense

is the most effective deterrent.  

To enhance Taiwan's overall resilience, Hsiao pointed

to the "Whole-of-Society Defense Resilience

Committee," which aims to strengthen critical

infrastructure like energy and cyber defenses. She

likened Taiwan's strategic response to a cat's agility,

adapting to crises.

Hsiao concluded by reinforcing Taiwan's crucial role in

maintaining peace and stability in the Indo-Pacific.

Echoing a visiting Canadian senator, she asserted that

Taiwan's humility should not be mistaken for weakness

and reaffirmed Taiwan's commitment to safeguarding

democracy and collaborating with like-minded nations

to preserve peace in the region. [Taiwan News]
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Bangladesh: Election Commission targets

December polls but rules out local

elections by June

(lm) The Election Commission (EC) is preparing to

announce the schedule for Bangladesh’s next

parliamentary elections in October, with the national

polls targeted for December 2025. However, local

government elections will not be possible by June, as

the voter list update—including the removal of 1.6

million deceased voters—will not be completed until

then, according to Chief Election Commissioner (CEC)

AMM Nasir Uddin.

The CEC dismissed suggestions from the Local

Government Reform Commission, which had proposed

holding local elections in June to align with cost-saving

measures. He clarified that such elections could only

be held without updating the voter list, which is not

feasible. The EC also faces pending applications for re-

demarcation of parliamentary constituencies, but legal

complexities have stalled the process. [The Daily Star

1]

Despite the political uncertainty and concerns over law

and order, the CEC expressed confidence that

conditions would stabilize by December, allowing for a

smooth election. He added that the EC is proceeding as

per the chief adviser's announcement, which indicated

elections could take place in either December 2025 or

March 2026, depending on political agreements. [The

Daily Star 2]

Political parties remain divided on the timeline. The

Bangladesh Nationalist Party (BNP) and Left

Democratic Alliance (LDA) are demanding elections this

year, while Jamaat-e-Islami insists on institutional

reforms before national polls and wants local elections

first. The Jatiya Nagorik Committee has stated that

elections should take place only after government-

recommended reforms are implemented. [AiR No. 7,

February/2025, 3]
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Chief Adviser Muhammad Yunus’s administration has

emphasized that weather conditions are a key factor,

noting that the Kalbaisakhi storm season (April) and

monsoon (June) make elections unfeasible during

those months. [The Daily Star 3]

Meanwhile, LGRD Adviser Asif Mahmud Shojib Bhuyain

and other officials have advocated for local

government elections before national polls, arguing

that local institutions play a crucial role in national

elections. However, the EC has not committed to this

approach, stating it will focus on ensuring an accurate

voter list and addressing legal challenges before

proceeding with elections. [The Daily Star 4]

Bangladesh: Government declares

February 25 as National Martyred Army

Day

(lm) In a notable development, Bangladesh’s interim

government has officially declared February 25 as

National Martyred Army Day, marking 16 years since

the 2009 Pilkhana Bangladesh Rifles (BDR) mutiny,

where 57 army officers, including then-director general

Major General Shakil Ahmed, were killed. A total of 74

people lost their lives in the two-day massacre, which

remains one of the deadliest internal security crises in

Bangladesh’s history. The government’s

announcement, issued through the Cabinet Division,

categorizes the observance as a "C" category day,

meaning it is recognized but not a public holiday.

The Pilkhana massacre trial, which involved the highest

number of defendants in Bangladesh’s legal history,

resulted in 139 death sentences, 185 life

imprisonments, and various other convictions. Despite

these verdicts, calls for reinvestigation have intensified

following the transition to an interim government, with

victims' families urging authorities to prevent bail for

convicted individuals. In contrast, former BDR

members and their relatives have staged protests,

claiming wrongful convictions and demanding a fresh

inquiry [see AiR No. 6, February/2025, 2].

On this significant day, tributes were paid to the

victims, with representatives from the president’s

office, the chief adviser, the home affairs adviser, and

military leaders attending a ceremony at Banani

Military Graveyard. At the ceremony, prayers were

offered in remembrance of the fallen officers. [Dhaka

Tribune 1]

Additionally, the National Independent Investigation

Commission, chaired by former BDR chief ALM Fazlur
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Rahman, has been established to re-examine the

mutiny, collecting testimonies from retired and active

military officials, BDR members, and victims' families

[see AiR No. 2, January/2025, 2]. Authorities are also

considering foreign involvement in the mutiny, with

diplomatic channels being engaged as part of the

inquiry. Meanwhile, around 250 convicted individuals

were released in January after a special tribunal

granted bail to those acquitted in the explosives case

or who had served their sentences [see AiR No. 4,

January/2025, 4].

While victims' families strongly oppose any release of

convicted individuals, arguing that the guilty were fairly

sentenced, political and legal disputes continue over

the true nature of the mutiny. Some legal experts –

including Bangladesh’s Attorney General Md

Asaduzzaman  – claim the incident was an

international conspiracy to keep the Awami League of

then-Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina in power, while

others argue it was an internal rebellion [see AiR No. 7,

February/2025, 3]. Survivors and relatives of the slain

officers insist on swift justice, warning that failure to

uphold accountability could set a dangerous precedent

for future military uprisings. [Dhaka Tribune 2]

Bangladesh: Violent clashes over student

politics ban

(lm) Tensions remain high at Khulna University of

Engineering and Technology (Kuet) following violent

clashes on February 18, which left over 100 people

injured, many with sharp weapon wounds. The

violence erupted over demands to ban student politics,

with confrontations between members of the

Jatiyatabadi Chhatra Dal (JCD), the student wing of the

Bangladesh Nationalist Party (BNP), and the Anti-

Discrimination Student Movement (ADSM), a key group

behind last year’s protests that led to the ouster of

Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina. Eyewitnesses reported

that an unauthorized group entered the campus and

attacked students, triggering widespread violence that

law enforcement struggled to contain.

Following the violence, JCD blamed ADSM and

Bangladesh Chhatra Shibir, the student wing of the

Islamist Jamaat-e-Islami political party, for

orchestrating the incident to discredit JCD’s political

presence on campus. JCD leaders alleged that ADSM

supporters initiated the attack, while ADSM has yet to

formally respond to the accusations. [Dhaka Tribune 1]

The Kuet administration responded by suspending all

academic activities until February 28, and a syndicate
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meeting on February 19 ruled that any student found

engaging in political activities would face lifetime

expulsion, with faculty and staff also prohibited from

political involvement. A four-member committee was

formed to investigate the clashes, with authorities

pledging to cover medical expenses for the injured.

Meanwhile, Kuet security officials filed a case against

400 to 500 unidentified individuals over the attacks.

[Dhaka Tribune 2] [Dhaka Tribune 3] [Dhaka Tribune 4]

Amid the turmoil, students have locked seven

academic buildings, including the administrative office,

demanding the resignation of Vice-Chancellor (VC) Dr.

Mohammad Masud, Pro-VC, and the Director of

Student Welfare for their failure to prevent the

violence. Protesters are also calling for a permanent

ban on student politics, legal action against those

involved in the clashes, and temporary military

deployment outside the campus to maintain order.

On February 2, students had previously locked the

main gate of the VC’s residence, barring him from

entry. However, on February 24, he reportedly broke

the lock and re-entered, sparking further outrage.

Protesters have now issued an ultimatum for him to

vacate the residence by February 25, warning that they

will lock the gate again if he does not comply. [The

Daily Star]

Bangladesh: Ex-Prime Minister Khaleda

Zia cleared of all legal charges as court

acquits her in graft case

(lm) Former Prime Minister Khaleda Zia, the

chairperson of the Bangladesh Nationalist Party (BNP)

and archrival of ousted ex-Prime Minister Sheikh

Hasina, has been acquitted in the Niko graft case,

marking the end of all 37 cases filed against her under

the 2007 caretaker government and Hasina’s Awami

League (AL) regime.

A Dhaka court ruled on February 19 that Khaleda and

seven others had no malicious intent in awarding a gas

exploration deal to Niko Resources, a Canadian oil and

gas company, during her tenure from 2001 to 2006.

The verdict stated that the case was politically

motivated, dragging on for years while a similar case

against AL leader Sheikh Hasina was dismissed in 2009

after she assumed power.

Khaleda, 79 and currently in London for medical

treatment, had been imprisoned in 2018 over

corruption charges and was released in 2020 on

conditional bail due to her deteriorating health. In
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recent months, courts have acquitted her in several

cases, including the Zia Charitable Trust and Zia

Orphanage Trust corruption cases, defamation suits,

and other graft charges.

Her legal battles came to an official end after the fall of

the Hasina-led government on August 5, 2024,

following mass protests. The new administration

granted her a presidential pardon for cases in which

she was convicted, while courts dismissed pending

charges.

With this latest acquittal, Khaleda Zia now faces no

active legal proceedings, potentially reshaping

Bangladesh’s political landscape as the BNP seeks to

regain influence. [The Daily Star]

Bangladesh: Supreme Court orders

reinstatement of 85 upazila election

officials

(lm) The Supreme Court of Bangladesh has ordered

the reinstatement of 85 upazila election officials who

were dismissed 18 years ago during the military-

backed caretaker government. The officials, initially

appointed during the BNP-Jamaat government, were

terminated in 2007 on grounds of political bias.

The Appellate Division delivered the ruling today,

overturning its own 2022 verdict, which had scrapped

an earlier tribunal directive for reinstatement. The

officials had filed appeals and review petitions

challenging that decision.

The case dates back to 2010, when the Administrative

Appellate Tribunal first directed the Election

Commission (EC) to reinstate the officials. However,

the government challenged the ruling, leading to a

lengthy legal battle. Today’s verdict now paves the way

for their return to service.

Upazilas are sub-districts in Bangladesh, serving as the

second-lowest administrative tier of local government,

responsible for governance and development at the

grassroots level. [The Daily Star]

Bangladesh: Leaders of July uprising set to

launch new political party on February 28

(lm) Activists behind the July 2024 uprising, which led

to the ousting of long-time Prime Minister Sheikh
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Hasina in August last year, will launch a new political

party on February 28. The party is being spearheaded

by the Students Against Discrimination (SAD) and Jatiya

Nagorik Committee, both of which played a crucial role

in last year's protests.

During preparatory meetings, leaders formed

subcommittees for cultural, medical, and media affairs

and analyzed public feedback regarding the party’s

formation. The initial launch was planned for February

26, but leaders moved it to a weekend to avoid

disrupting public transport. At the event, the convening

committee and leadership structure will be

announced, though disputes remain over top

positions.

Adviser Nahid Islam is expected to be named

convener, while the member secretary post is still

contested. Some favor Nasiruddin Patwary, convener

of the Nagorik Committee, while others back Ali Ahsan

Zonaed, a former leader of Bangladesh Islami Chhatra

Shibir (BICS), the student wing of Jamaat-e-Islami, a

conservative Islamist party that has been linked to past

political violence. To prevent factional splits, leaders

are considering creating senior joint convener and

senior member secretary positions to accommodate

former Shibir figures.

Public input from the "New Bangladesh Through Your

Eyes" survey has influenced the party's name, with

"Bangladesh Nagorik Party" emerging as a frontrunner.

However, to avoid confusion with the Bangladesh

Nationalist Party (BNP), the name "Bangladesh Citizens

Party" (BCP) is also under consideration. The party

symbol is yet to be decided, with proposals including

the rising sun, book, and pen, symbolizing struggle,

knowledge, and development.

The launch in front of the Jatiya Sangsad (National

Parliament) is a deliberate statement against what

organizers describe as the parliament’s history of

serving elite and party interests rather than the

people’s aspirations. Leaders from across the political

spectrum, along with families of deceased, injured

activists, diplomats, and representatives from

marginalized communities, have been invited to

attend. [The Daily Star 1] [The Daily Star 2]

Bangladesh: Islamist party postpones

protest as Supreme Court set to hear

leader’s review plea

(lm) The Bangladesh Supreme Court is set to hear the

review petition of Jamaat-e-Islami leader ATM Azharul
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Islam on February 25, challenging his death sentence

for crimes against humanity committed during the

1971 Liberation War. Azhar was sentenced to death in

2014 by the International Crimes Tribunal (ICT), a

domestic court established by Prime Minister Sheikh

Hasina’s government in 2010 to prosecute war

criminals from the 1971 independence war against

Pakistan. [Financial Express]

The tribunal convicted Azhar of genocide, mass killings,

abduction, rape, and arson in Rangpur, and the

Supreme Court upheld his sentence in 2019. The

defense team later filed a 23-page review plea in 2020,

seeking acquittal on 14 grounds. The tribunal has

sentenced several Jamaat-e-Islami leaders to death for

collaborating with the Pakistani military, and many—

including Motiur Rahman Nizami and Ali Ahsan

Mohammad Mujahid—have already been executed.

Jamaat-e-Islami has denounced the tribunal as a

political tool, accusing the Awami League government

of using it to weaken Islamist opposition. While the

government insists the ICT trials are necessary for

justice, critics—including BNP leaders and human

rights organizations—argue that the trials are

politically motivated.

Amid this, Jamaat-e-Islami postponed a planned

protest scheduled for February 25 , which was meant

to demand Azhar’s release. The decision came after a

meeting between Jamaat Ameer Shafiqur Rahman and

Chief Adviser Muhammad Yunus on February 24. The

protest was supposed to be a public gathering outside

the Chief Adviser’s Office, where Shafiqur also

intended to surrender voluntarily.

Jamaat’s secretary general later confirmed that the

protest was postponed due to the country’s overall

situation, and Shafiqur agreed to delay his planned

surrender at the request of senior party leaders.

[Dhaka Tribune]

Bangladesh: 33 joint secretaries

reassigned over role in 2018 election

(lm) Bangladesh’s interim government has designated

33 joint secretaries as officers on special duty (OSD)

due to their roles as Deputy Commissioners and

Returning Officers during the controversial 2018

national election. This follows a similar move last year,

when 12 other officials were also made OSDs for their

involvement in the same election. Most of the

reassigned officials were serving as joint secretaries in

various ministries before their designation as OSDs.
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The 2018 election was heavily criticized, with

allegations that ballot papers were pre-filled the night

before election day. While the then-main opposition

Bangladesh Nationalist Party (BNP) participated in the

polls, it withdrew at the last moment, allowing

candiates of the Awami League of now-ousted Prime

Minister Sheikh Hasina to secure most constituencies.

[Dhaka Tribune]

Bangladesh: BPC struggles to recover

funds from private banks, delaying

projects

(lm) The state-owned Bangladesh Petroleum

Corporation (BPC) has been unable to encash deposits

worth BDT 1.7 billion (USD 140 million) held with eight

private banks, causing delays in development projects

and disruptions to operations. The affected banks,

citing liquidity crises, have not returned the funds

despite repeated requests over the past four months.

The banks holding BPC’s deposits include First Security

Islami Bank (FSIB), Bangladesh Commerce Bank, Global

Islami Bank, Social Islami Bank, Union Bank, ICB Islami

Bank, South Bangla Agriculture and Commerce Bank,

and Islami Bank Bangladesh. These funds are in the

form of fixed deposit receipts (FDRs) and short-notice

deposits, which also accumulate interest.

Following the political changeover in August 2024,

which led to board restructuring at seven of the eight

banks due to allegations of loan irregularities and

mismanagement, BPC has struggled to recover its

funds. The corporation sent formal requests in

October and November 2024, but none of the banks

have returned the money. [The Daily Star]

Bangladesh: Third party to reassess mega

projects amid overvaluation concerns

(lm) Bangladesh's interim government has decided to

reevaluate ongoing mega projects through a third-

party review, citing political influence as a key factor

behind an average 70 percent overvaluation during the

tenure of ousted Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina’s

Awami League. Officials estimate that USD 14-24 billion

(BDT 1.52-2.61 trillion) in public funds was lost due to

inflated project costs.

The decision was made at a high-level meeting led by

Chief Adviser Muhammad Yunus, where the task
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force's report on economic reforms was discussed. The

report highlighted corruption in development projects,

tax evasion, and flaws in supply chain management as

major concerns. To curb corruption, the government

will introduce e-filing across all offices, following

international best practices.

The task force recommended stricter oversight in

infrastructure projects, requiring feasibility studies to

be conducted only by Central Procurement Technical

Unit (CPTU)-approved firms and published by the

Planning Commission. It also called for efficient project

management, streamlined land acquisition, improved

road interchange facilities, and enhanced navigation

for bridge construction.

For economic stability, recommendations include

limiting foreign loans to sustainable levels, prioritizing

soft loans, diversifying exports beyond the ready-made

garment (RMG) sector, and forming a high-level

committee to review export incentives.

In the power sector, the task force urged a shift away

from quick rental power plants and independent

power producers (IPPs) in favor of sustainable

alternatives. It proposed a "no electricity, no pay"

policy to replace capacity payments under IPP

agreements.

The report also suggested ensuring fair wages,

improving business regulations, launching high-speed

train connections to industrial zones, strengthening

support for small and medium enterprises (SMEs), and

fostering startup development. [The Daily Star]

Bangladesh: Crime rates surge despite

government claims of ‘satisfactory’ law

and order

(lm) Bangladesh is experiencing a sharp rise in violent

crime, with murder, abduction, robbery, burglary, and

theft reaching six-year highs in January, according to

police data. The 294 murders reported in January

surpassed the 231 cases from the same month last

year, while robbery cases rose to 171 from 114, and

abductions more than doubled.

The government’s Operation Devil Hunt, launched on

February 8 to curb rising crime, has so far failed to

make a significant impact, with reports of violent

muggings, extortion, and sexual assaults continuing to

rise. The February 17 robbery and sexual assault on a

moving bus, as well as videos of armed criminals
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attacking civilians, have sparked public outrage over

law enforcement failures. [The Daily Star 1]

Despite this, Home Affairs Adviser Lt Gen (retd)

Jahangir Alam Chowdhury has insisted that the law and

order situation remains ‘satisfactory’, though he

acknowledged that "there is room for improvement."

At a late-night press briefing, he blamed elements of

the previous Awami League government for the

deteriorating security situation, a response critics

likened to the former regime’s tendency to blame

Jamaat-e-Islami, the country’s single-largest Islamist

political party, for unrest. [Dhaka Tribune] [The Daily

Star 2]

The government has now ordered joint security patrols

involving the police, army, navy, and Border Guard

Bangladesh (BGB) to monitor high-crime areas in

Dhaka and other major cities. Law enforcement

agencies will establish additional checkpoints and

increase their response times with more motorcycles.

[The Daily Star 3]

Meanwhile, protesters under the banner of

"Bangladesh Against Rape and Oppression" have

demanded the home adviser’s resignation within 24

hours, calling his response to the crisis inadequate. If

their demands are not met, they plan to march toward

the home ministry in protest.

With over 9,000 arrests made since February 8,

authorities maintain that crime rates will soon decline,

though critics argue that without deeper structural

reforms and a coordinated crackdown on criminal

networks, the surge in crime may continue.

Bangladesh: Army rebuts misinformation

on Cox’s Bazar air force base clash

(lm) The Inter-Services Public Relations (ISPR)

Directorate has denied allegations that Bangladesh Air

Force personnel used live fire against civilians during a

clash at the under-construction air force base in Cox’s

Bazar, stating that only blank rounds were fired for

security.

The incident began when a motorcyclist was detained

at a checkpoint for lacking proper documents,

prompting around 200 locals to advance toward the

base. A clash ensued, with locals throwing bricks and

stones, injuring four air force personnel and damaging

property.

https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-stdtujd-l-qy/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-stdtujd-l-qj/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-stdtujd-l-qt/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-stdtujd-l-qt/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-stdtujd-l-qi/


A young man was injured and later died at a hospital,

but the ISPR rejected claims that he was shot,

emphasizing that the bullet casings circulating online

are from non-lethal blank rounds. It also accused

certain groups of spreading misinformation to tarnish

the air force’s reputation.

The ISPR further corrected reports on the base’s name,

clarifying that its official title is "Air Force Base Cox’s

Bazar", as per a December 2021 government gazette,

not "Sheikh Hasina Air Force Base" as falsely claimed

online. [Dhaka Tribune]

Bhutan: National Council prepares for

major legal reforms to align with Gelephu

Mindfulness City

(lm) The National Council (NC), Bhutan's upper house

of Parliament responsible for legislative review and

policy oversight, is working on legal reforms to align

the country's laws with the Gelephu Mindfulness City

(GMC) and fulfill the national vision outlined in the

Royal Address on the 117th National Day.

In a meeting on February 13, NC members discussed

priorities such as meritocracy, economic enhancement

laws, and population empowerment, emphasizing that

laws should support order, security, and innovation

rather than becoming a burden. Efforts will be focused

on consolidating, amending, and enacting laws to

integrate GMC with the rest of Bhutan within a decade.

NC members have been tasked with identifying legal

areas that require changes, with a comprehensive

report to be presented in April.

The GMC, launched in December 2024, has adopted 18

Singaporean laws and 10 Abu Dhabi Global Market

(ADGM) financial regulations to govern areas such as

taxation, company incorporation, employment, and

financial services. Among these are Singapore’s

Companies Act, Employment Act, Income Tax Act, and

Data Protection Act, as well as ADGM’s Financial

Services and Markets Regulations and Anti-Money

Laundering Rules. [Kuensel]

Bhutan: Finance ministry tightens rules

on misuse of government vehicles

(lm) The Ministry of Finance (MoF) has issued a strict

directive to government agencies, warning against the

misuse of pool vehicles and reinforcing accountability
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measures to curb violations of the Pay Structure

Reform Act of Bhutan 2022.

Bhutan has approximately 2,200 government-owned

vehicles, including ambulances and fire engines, with

900 designated as pool vehicles for government

offices. The annual operating cost per vehicle exceeds

BTN 570,000 (USD 6,840), including fuel, maintenance,

insurance, and driver remuneration.

Under the new regulations, all pool vehicles must be

parked in designated office areas when not in use and

cannot be taken to private residences. Only

professional drivers are permitted to operate them,

except in emergencies where agency approval is

required. Officials at Specialist and P1 levels and below

are not entitled to designated vehicles, yet reports

indicate that some have been using pool vehicles for

personal transport, violating both the Pay Structure

Reform Act and Property Management Rules of 2022.

The MoF has ordered agencies to reclaim misused

vehicles immediately and warned that agency heads

will be held accountable for any unauthorized use.

Disciplinary actions, including the withdrawal of

vehicles and cases forwarded to the Royal Civil Service

Commission (RCSC), will be taken against violators.

[Kuensel]

Bhutan: Prime Minister Tshering Tobgay

launches book on country’s transition to

democracy

(lm) Prime Minister Tshering Tobgay has officially

launched his maiden book, Enlightened Leadership:

Inside Bhutan’s Inspiring Transition from Monarchy to

Democracy, in Singapore and Malaysia. The book

explores Bhutan’s transformation from an absolute

monarchy to a democracy, highlighting leadership

lessons from this historic shift.

Written during the COVID-19 pandemic, the book

reflects on Bhutan’s leadership values, its commitment

to Gross National Happiness (GNH), and the vision of

its monarchs, particularly His Majesty the Fourth King

and His Majesty the King, who played a pivotal role in

guiding the nation through this transition. [Kuensel]

His Majesty the Fourth King, Jigme Singye Wangchuck,

played a pivotal role in Bhutan’s transition from an

absolute monarchy to a constitutional democracy.

Ascending the throne in 1972, he introduced the

philosophy of GNH and prioritized sustainable

development, environmental conservation, cultural
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preservation, and good governance. In a historic move,

he voluntarily initiated democratic reforms in the early

2000s, drafting Bhutan’s first Constitution and

overseeing the establishment of a parliamentary

system. In 2006, he abdicated the throne in favor of his

son, ensuring a smooth transition to democracy.

His Majesty the King, Jigme Khesar Namgyel

Wangchuck, continued his father’s vision after

ascending the throne in 2006. He oversaw Bhutan’s

first democratic elections in 2008, reinforcing the

constitutional framework and promoting national

stability.

Bhutan: Government sets goal for 30

percent women’s representation in civil

service by 2029

(lm) Bhutan aims to increase women's representation

in decision-making roles within the civil service to 30

percent by 2029, as part of an effort to advance gender

equality in public administration. The initiative is part

of a broader project supported by the United Nations

Department of Economic and Social Affairs (UN DESA)

and the United Nations Development Programme

(UNDP), focusing on addressing barriers that hinder

women's leadership in government.

A recent study highlights challenges such as gender-

neutral policies that fail to address specific barriers,

low awareness of gender equality policies, and the

restructuring of the National Commission for Women

and Children (NCWC), which has reduced its autonomy.

Additionally, Bhutan lacks accountability mechanisms

to ensure gender parity in recruitment, as men

continue to dominate hiring committees. Workplace

harassment remains a concern, with underreporting

due to unclear definitions and limited awareness of

reporting mechanisms.

To address these issues, Bhutan has developed an

action plan that includes strengthening the National

Gender Equality Policy, revising civil service rules,

integrating gender equality training, and ensuring

gender-balanced hiring panels. The plan also promotes

work-life balance through childcare facilities and

flexible working arrangements. The government

intends to monitor progress using performance

dashboards and audit reports, but the study notes that

clear incentives or consequences for non-compliance

are lacking. [Kuensel]
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Bhutan: Trongsa district records sharp

decline in STI cases after a decade

(lm) Trongsa, a central district of Bhutan known for its

historical significance and as a key administrative and

trade hub, has reported a 70 percent drop in sexually

transmitted infections (STIs) over the past decade,

declining from 115 cases in 2014 to 35 in 2024. The

reduction was driven by a sixfold drop in Hepatitis B

cases and a fourfold decline in vaginal discharge cases.

Health officials credit mass screenings, timely

treatments, partner tracing, and awareness campaigns

for the improvement. Screening camps for STIs,

malaria, and non-communicable diseases (NCDs)

helped detect cases early, leading to better treatment

and prevention efforts.

Trongsa previously saw a surge in STIs linked to

hydropower projects, with infections rising when the

Mangdechhu and Nikachhu hydropower projects

began in 2012 and 2016. Health officials continue to

conduct routine testing and awareness programs to

sustain progress, despite budget and staffing

constraints limiting large-scale health campaigns since

2023. [Kuensel]

Bhutan: MoAL launches One-Child, One-

Egg initiative to combat malnutrition

(lm) Bhutan’s Ministry of Agriculture and Livestock

(MoAL) launched the One-Child, One-Egg initiative to

provide one egg daily to 32,000 students in 300

schools, aiming to combat malnutrition. The Food and

Agriculture Organization (FAO) has committed USD 2

million for the first two years.

With 17.9 percent of children under five stunted and

96 percent lacking Vitamin D, eggs offer high-quality

protein, vitamins, and minerals essential for growth

and cognitive development. The program will require

8.4 million eggs annually, costing BTN 101 million (USD

1.21 million), with 169 local farmers supplying eggs.

MoAL will regulate egg prices and expand poultry

production to sustain the program without disrupting

local markets. Currently, 88,784 students rely on

school feeding programs, making this initiative crucial

for improving nutrition and academic performance.

[Kuensel]
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Bhutan: Rising vaping epidemic sparks

calls for stricter regulations

(lm) Bhutan is facing a rapid rise in vaping, particularly

among youth, amid weak regulations and aggressive

marketing by e-cigarette manufacturers. Imports of e-

cigarettes surged from 994 units in 2022 to 186,916

units in the first nine months of 2024, valued at BTN

9.7 million (USD 116,400).

World Health Organization (WHO) Representative to

Bhutan, Dr. Bhupinder Kaur, warns that vaping poses

serious health risks, leading to lung diseases, cancer,

and addiction. Pregnant women who vape also expose

their unborn children to severe mental health risks.

A legal loophole in the Tobacco Control Act of 2021

allows e-cigarettes to be imported as electronic

gadgets, making them subject to only a five percent

sales tax and a 10 percent customs duty, compared to

100 percent tax on traditional tobacco products. This

tax disparity has fueled a rise in e-cigarette availability.

WHO is working with the Bhutan Food and Drug

Authority (BFDA) to push for higher taxes and stricter

enforcement to curb the growing epidemic. Religious

institutions, schools, and community leaders have

been enlisted to raise awareness. [Kuensel]

Bhutan: Hydropower generation rises

amid expansion efforts

(lm) Bhutan's hydropower generation increased by 11

percent in 2024, reaching 11,699.68 gigawatt-hours

(GWh), up from 10,534.75 GWh in 2023. The rise in

output was driven by the commissioning of the 118

MW Nikachhu hydropower plant and improved

hydrology. Druk Green Power Corporation (DGPC),

which oversees hydropower production, anticipates a

slight decline in generation to 11,335.5 GWh in 2025,

excluding the impact of the Puna-II project.

The increase in hydropower production led to higher

revenues from both domestic sales and exports. In

2024, Bhutan exported 5,456.44 GWh of electricity,

earning BTN 19.96 billion (USD 239.52 million), an

increase from BTN 19.53 billion (USD 234.57 million) in

2023. Domestic consumption also rose significantly,

reaching 6,128.69 GWh, generating BTN 10.68 billion

(USD 128.24 million) in revenue, up from BTN 8.71

billion (USD 104.47 million) in 2023.
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Despite the rise in production, Bhutan still had to

import electricity during the winter months due to

seasonal declines in hydropower output. Between

November 2024 and January 2025, the country

imported 440.77 GWh from India at a cost of BTN 1.44

billion (USD 17.28 million), with an average tariff of BTN

3.4 (USD 0.041) per kilowatt-hour (kWh). However, this

marked a decline from the previous year when Bhutan

imported 592 GWh at a cost of BTN 2.53 billion (USD

30.36 million), largely due to the commissioning of

Puna-II.

Bhutan’s growing energy demand is putting pressure

on its hydropower resources. Officials warn that

seasonal variations and climate change could impact

water availability, making it necessary to diversify into

alternative energy sources such as solar and wind

power. The government is also working on upgrading

transmission and distribution networks, promoting

energy efficiency, and strengthening energy trade with

India. [Kuensel 1]

To expand its hydropower capacity, Bhutan has

secured funding from Japan for three new projects—

Druk Bindu I (18 MW), Druk Bindu II (8 MW), and Jomori

(90 MW). The Japanese government will provide an

Official Development Assistance (ODA) loan of JPY

13.688 billion (USD 92 million) to finance the

construction of these plants and the necessary

transmission infrastructure. The projects are part of

Bhutan’s broader strategy to enhance energy security

and promote economic growth.

Druk Hydro Energy Ltd (DHyE), a subsidiary of DGPC, is

overseeing the implementation of these projects, with

access roads already under construction. Japan has

been a key development partner for Bhutan,

previously providing budgetary support loans for

economic recovery and resilience efforts. Beyond

energy, Japanese assistance has supported Bhutan in

agriculture, telecommunications, rural electrification,

education, and disaster management. [Kuensel 2]

Bhutan: Government launches 10X

economic roadmap for 2050

(lm) Bhutan has unveiled an ambitious 21st Century

Economic Roadmap aiming to increase real gross

domestic product (GDP) tenfold by 2050. The plan,

launched on the birth anniversary of King Jigme Khesar

Namgyel Wangchuck on February 21, follows the vision

outlined on Bhutan’s 112th National Day and seeks to

transition the country into a developed economy. To

meet this goal, Bhutan must sustain an annual GDP
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growth rate of 8 percent. In 2023, Bhutan's real GDP

stood at BTN 185 billion (USD 2.2 billion), with a

nominal GDP per capita of USD 3,920.

The government aims to build a resilient, inclusive, and

sustainable economy by reinforcing its core industries

—hydropower, agriculture, and tourism—while

expanding emerging sectors such as the digital

economy, services, manufacturing, mining, and

renewable energy. By 2050, private sector

contributions are expected to reach 60 percent of GDP,

and knowledge-driven industries, including technology

and innovation, are projected to contribute up to 20

percent.

Key targets include expanding hydropower capacity to

25,000 megawatts, transforming agriculture into a

high-value, export-oriented industry, and attracting

high-end tourists to contribute 10 to 12 percent of

GDP. The digital economy is expected to establish AI-

ready data centers and foster two unicorn startups

within the next decade, while manufacturing will focus

on sustainable forestry, electric vehicles, and

pharmaceuticals.

The government plans to facilitate growth through

strategic enablers such as improved governance,

infrastructure, financial systems, and market access. A

Vision Delivery Unit under the Office of Cabinet Affairs

and Strategic Coordination will oversee

implementation, with support from the United Nations

Development Programme (UNDP) under the Bhutan

Opportunities for Leadership in Development (BOLD)

project. [Kuensel]

Bhutan: BDBL receives nearly 4,000 loan

applications under Economic Stimulus

Programme

(lm) Bhutan Development Bank Limited (BDBL), the

sole administrator of the concessional credit program

under the Economic Stimulus Programme (ESP), has

received 3,969 loan applications across its 35 branches

nationwide, totaling BTN 11.99 billion (USD 143.88

million) as of February 5. The ESP, with an overall

budget of BTN 15 billion (USD 180 million), was

launched in May 2023 to aid economic recovery

following the COVID-19 pandemic, with funding

officially rolled out in September 2023.

The ESP operates through two funding mechanisms:

Window-I offers collateral-free concessional loans at a

four percent interest rate, while Window-II, known as

the reinvigoration fund, provides a four percent
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interest subsidy on both new and existing loans for

pandemic-affected businesses. Window-I has been

allocated BTN 3.3 billion (USD 39.6 million), while

Window-II has BTN 2 billion (USD 24 million).

BDBL also received two corporate loan applications

totaling BTN 153.89 million (USD 1.85 million), while

additional applications processed through other

financial institutions amounted to BTN 196.46 million

(USD 2.36 million). As of December 31, 2024, BDBL had

approved 597 loan applications amounting to BTN

299.85 million (USD 3.6 million) while rejecting 221

applications worth BTN 287.99 million (USD 3.46

million).[Kuensel]

Bhutan: FMCL launches local rice

production initiative to reduce import

dependence

(lm) The Farm Machinery Corporation Limited (FMCL), a

state-owned enterprise, has launched a nationwide

initiative to revitalize rice production and decrease

Bhutan's reliance on imports. The program, supported

by the Economic Stimulus Programme (ESP), involves

collaboration with farmers in 20 sub-districts

(dzongkhags) to cultivate 20 different rice varieties.

FMCL plans to make all 20 rice varieties available at

Food Corporation of Bhutan (FCB) outlets by the end of

the year. Last year, FMCL procured over 350 metric

tons (MT) of paddy from 12 dzongkhags. However,

Bhutan’s overall rice production has seen a slight

decline. According to the Integrated Agriculture and

Livestock Census of Bhutan 2023, the country's top

rice-producing districts—Punakha, Paro, and Wangdue

—harvested 40,500 MTs of irrigated paddy, marking a

decrease of 200 MTs from the previous year.

Meanwhile, Bhutan’s reliance on imported rice

continues to grow. According to Bhutan Trade

Statistics, the country imported rice worth BTN 2.2

billion (USD 26.4 million) in the third quarter of 2023,

with total rice imports reaching BTN 3.6 billion (USD

43.2 million) in 2022. [Kuensel]

Bhutan: Thimphu’s only electric bus

remains grounded due to technical issues

(lM) Thimphu’s only electric city bus, a Chinese-made

model worth BTN 14.85 million (USD 178,200), has

been out of service for months due to a motor defect
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and Bhutan’s lack of local expertise to repair it. The

bus, operated by City Bus Services (CBS), was pulled

from service in October 2024 after experiencing

unusual noise, which raised concerns about potential

damage to other electrical components.

Attempts to replace the motor have faced significant

logistical hurdles. While the vehicle is under a three-

year warranty, importing the 260-kilogram motor from

China has been delayed, partly due to a 7.1-magnitude

earthquake in Shigatse, Tibet, on January 7, 2025,

which disrupted transport operations. The motor is

now being transported by road through Shigatse and

Kathmandu, but it remains unclear whether it will be

flown to Bhutan via Drukair or Bhutan Airlines, or if it

will have to be transported by road from Nepal.

Despite the cost and environmental advantages,

Bhutan faces challenges in maintaining electric buses

due to a lack of technical expertise. City bus drivers

received only online training from the manufacturer,

which has proven insufficient for handling on-the-

ground repairs. Officials also suspect that Bhutan’s

uneven road conditions may have contributed to the

breakdown.

CBS currently operates 45 diesel-powered buses,

spending between BTN 5 million and BTN 6 million

(USD 60,000–72,000) per month on fuel. Transitioning

to EVs would significantly cut costs and reduce

Bhutan’s dependence on imported fossil fuels.

The electric bus was introduced under the “Promoting

Green Electric Mobility for Urban Transport in Bhutan”

project, funded through a partnership between the

United Nations Industrial Development Organisation

(UNIDO), the Prime Minister’s Office, the Thimphu

Thromde, and CBS. The project also included the

installation of three charging stations, funded by the

Austrian Federal Ministry of Europe, Integration, and

Foreign Affairs, at a cost of BTN 4.4 million (USD

52,800). [Kuensel]

Bhutan: Concerns rise as heroin

smuggling attempts increase

(lm) Bhutan has intercepted three major heroin

smuggling attempts at Paro International Airport in the

past three months, seizing a total of 31.5 kilograms of

the illegal substance. These cases have raised concerns

that the country is being targeted as a transit point by

international drug trafficking networks.
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The latest case on February 4 involved a 37-year-old

Indian national traveling from Laos with 17.1 kilograms

of heroin hidden in factory-sealed coffee packets. In

January, another Indian national was caught with over

9 kilograms, while in December, a 50-year-old Indian

man was found carrying 4.6 kilograms. All three arrived

via Thailand and planned to exit Bhutan into India.

Authorities say smugglers use sophisticated

concealment methods, including re-stitched suitcase

linings and airtight packaging. The intercepted heroin

had passed undetected through Laos, Vietnam, and

Thailand before reaching Bhutan.

Bhutan’s Ministry of Finance (MoF) and law

enforcement agencies are calling for enhanced

screening measures, including sniffer dogs, AI-driven

passenger risk profiling, and additional customs

officers at all entry points to prevent the country from

becoming a hub for organized drug syndicates.

Beyond airport seizures, border areas are also

witnessing heroin smuggling attempts. In July 2024, a

truck driver was arrested in Samdrupjongkhar with

suspected heroin hidden in test tubes.

The two Indian nationals arrested in December and

January remain in detention, facing charges of illegal

transaction of controlled substances, which carries a

prison sentence of nine to 15 years under Bhutanese

law. The February suspect remains in police custody as

investigations continue. Bhutan’s Department of

Revenue and Customs has called for heightened

security and international cooperation to combat the

increasing sophistication of drug smuggling networks.

[Kuensel]

Bhutan: USD 20 million project launched

to enhance climate resilience in Thimphu-

Paro

(lm) Bhutan has launched a USD 20 million initiative to

improve climate resilience in Thimphu and Paro, two

key urban centers. The six-year project, Enhancing

Climate Resilience of the Urban Landscapes and

Communities in Thimphu-Paro Region of Bhutan

(ECRUL), aims to protect over 146,000 residents from

climate-related risks.

Funded by the Global Environment Facility (GEF) Least

Developed Countries Fund, the project will be

implemented by the Ministry of Infrastructure and

Transport in partnership with the United Nations

Development Programme (UNDP).
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Thimphu and Paro face increasing threats from

riverine and surface flooding, landslides, forest fires,

water shortages, and cyclones from the Bay of Bengal.

The ECRUL report warns Bhutan's GDP could decline

by 1.4 percent by 2050 due to climate change impacts.

[Kuensel]

India: Rekha Gupta sworn in as Delhi chief

minister, BJP returns to power after 26

years

(lm) Rekha Gupta was sworn in as the chief minister of

Delhi on February 20, 2025, after leading the Bharatiya

Janata Party (BJP) to a decisive victory in the Delhi

Assembly elections. The BJP secured 48 out of 70 seats,

defeating the Aam Aadmi Party (AAP) and marking the

BJP's return to power in the capital after 26 years.

Gupta, a first-time MLA from Shalimar Bagh, is the

fourth woman to hold this position in Delhi and was

selected by the BJP legislative party to lead the city’s

government.

At 50 years old, Gupta has a long history with the BJP,

including ties to the Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh

(RSS), the party's ideological parent, and its student

wing, Akhil Bharatiya Vidyarthi Parishad (ABVP). She

previously served three terms as a municipal councillor

and defeated AAP’s Bandana Kumari in the recent

election by a margin of 29,595 votes. Despite

competition from senior BJP leaders, Gupta’s selection

as chief minister was seen as a surprise, signaling a

new chapter for the party in Delhi.

As the newly appointed chief minister, Gupta faces

several challenges, including addressing air and water

pollution, improving infrastructure, and fulfilling the

BJP’s election promises, such as revamping

government schools, providing free healthcare, and

offering a monthly stipend of INR 2,500 (USD 30) to

women from poor households. Another key promise is

the implementation of the Ayushman Bharat scheme,

with an additional INR 500,000 (USD 6,000) top-up,

which was announced in her first cabinet meeting.

Gupta’s appointment follows a broader push for

greater female political representation in India, with a

law mandating 33 percent female membership in

legislatures set to take effect by 2029. Women

currently hold only 14 percent of parliamentary seats,

far below the global average of 26.5 percent. [The

Hindu] [Associated Press]

In her first cabinet meeting, Gupta also made

significant announcements, such as the
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implementation of the Ayushman Bharat scheme in

Delhi, with the state government contributing an

additional INR 500,000 (USD 6,000) coverage for

eligible families. Another key decision was the tabling

of 14 pending Comptroller and Auditor General (CAG)

reports, which had been delayed by the previous AAP

government. [The Hindu] [Business Standard]

India: Jamaat-e-Islami faction launches

new political front amid continued ban

(lm) A faction of the banned Jamaat-e-Islami in Jammu

and Kashmir has announced the formation of a new

political front, the Justice and Development Front (JDF),

following its participation in last year's Assembly

elections. The front was unofficially introduced at a

convention in Kulgam, a district in south Kashmir

where Jamaat held its first major political rally in three

decades.

Jamaat-e-Islami is an Islamist socio-political

organization that has historically played a significant

role in Jammu and Kashmir’s political and religious

landscape. The group was banned by the Indian

government in 2019 under the Unlawful Activities

(Prevention) Act (UAPA) over alleged links to militancy.

Shamim Ahmad Thoker, who managed the faction’s

election campaign, stated that since Jamaat remains

banned, the new front will focus solely on political

activities while Jamaat will resume its socio-religious

work if the ban is lifted. Thoker is set to lead the JDF,

with Abdul Rehman Shalla as vice president and Sayyar

Ahmad Reshi as general secretary.

The faction, led by an eight-member panel, had

engaged in discussions with the Indian government

regarding lifting the ban, with participation in elections

being a condition set by the authorities. The panel

fielded 10 independent candidates in the last Assembly

polls, but only the Kulgam candidate gained traction.

The new political front will be officially announced in

Srinagar at a later date, but it does not include any

members of Jamaat’s senior leadership. The decision to

contest elections and form a political party has drawn

criticism from Jamaat’s traditional cadre and

leadership, many of whom have remained silent on the

development. Jamaat’s last chief, Dr. Abdul Hameed

Fayaz, remains in jail, while former leaders who are not

imprisoned have refrained from publicly commenting

on the move. [The Indian Express]
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India: Home Minister directs J&K to

implement new criminal laws by April

(lm) Union Home Minister Amit Shah has directed the

Jammu and Kashmir (J&K) administration to fully

implement three new criminal laws by April, stressing

the urgent need to use the provision of “trial in

absentia” in the Union Territory.

Chairing a review meeting early last week, attended by

J&K Chief Minister Omar Abdullah and Lieutenant

Governor Manoj Sinha, Shah noted that declining

terror activities and an improved security scenario

allow the police to shift focus to safeguarding citizens’

rights.

The review also focused on police accountability,

urging officers to expedite chargesheet filing while

ensuring the laws are not misused. Shah

acknowledged progress despite challenges and

stressed the need to reform police and administrative

attitudes to align with the new legal framework.

Shah emphasized that investigating officers must be

fully trained in the new laws, and any decisions related

to terrorism and organized crime must be scrutinized

at the Superintendent of Police (SP) level to prevent

misuse.

The three new criminal laws, which came into effect on

July 1, 2024, introduce modern policing techniques,

digital case filing, and stronger anti-terror provisions.

Shah called for the optimum use of technology and the

National Automated Fingerprint Identification System

in every police station to ensure speedy justice.

Shah, as India’s Union Home Minister, holds direct

authority over Jammu and Kashmir's administration, as

the region was reorganized into a Union Territory (UT)

in 2019 following the revocation of Article 370. This

change placed J&K under the administrative control of

the central government, with the Lieutenant Governor

directly reporting to New Delhi. [The Indian Express]

India: Modi criticizes opposition,

highlights unity at Bageshwar Dham

event

Prime Minister Narendra Modi, while laying the

foundation stone for the Bageshwar Dham Medical

and Science Research Institute in Madhya Pradesh’s

Chhatarpur district, accused opposition leaders of

having a “slave mentality” and attempting to weaken
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India’s faith and unity, often with foreign backing. His

remarks come amid criticism over last month’s Maha

Kumbh stampede in Prayagraj.

Modi highlighted the significance of the Maha Kumbh

as a symbol of unity, praising sanitation workers and

police personnel for their efforts. He also emphasized

the social service initiatives being carried out,

particularly the Netra Maha Kumbh, a large-scale eye

care program providing free examinations, medicines,

and spectacles to pilgrims, with over 200,000 people

screened so far.

The newly announced Bageshwar Dham Medical and

Science Research Institute will be built on 10 acres with

an investment of over INR 2 billion (USD 24 million).

The facility will include 100 beds and offer free

treatment to underprivileged cancer patients. Modi

praised Bageshwar Dham chief priest Dhirendra

Shastri for his efforts in promoting social welfare and

unity.

He also reiterated his government’s commitment to

combating cancer, announcing plans to establish

cancer daycare centers in every district over the next

three years. [The Indian Express]

India: Supreme Court defers hearing on

pleas against CEC, ECs’ appointments

(lm) The Supreme Court has postponed the hearing of

petitions challenging the constitutional validity of the

2023 law governing the appointment of the Chief

Election Commissioner (CEC) and Election

Commissioners (ECs), scheduling it for March 19.

A bench of Justices Surya Kant and N K Singh was set to

hear the case on February 20 but could not take it up

due to a heavy caseload.

Advocate Prashant Bhushan, representing a petitioner,

urged the court for an earlier date, arguing that the

matter is crucial for the democratic process, but the

bench stated that it would only be able to consider the

case in March.

The petitions question whether the 2023 law

compromises the independence of India's Election

Commission, a key institution in ensuring free and fair

elections. [The Indian Express]
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India: Bar Council opposes proposed

Advocates Act amendments, warns of

protests

(lm) The Bar Council of India (BCI) has strongly

opposed proposed amendments to the Advocates Act,

1961, warning that the changes would undermine its

autonomy and lead to widespread protests among

lawyers.

In a letter to Law Minister Arjun Ram Meghwal, BCI

chairperson Manan Kumar Mishra objected to

provisions in the draft Advocates (Amendment) Bill,

2025, which was published last week for public

feedback. He stated that while the BCI had held

discussions with the Law Ministry, the published draft

deviates from previously agreed terms.

Key concerns include a provision allowing the

government to nominate up to three members to the

BCI, which Mishra argues would compromise its

independence and turn it into a government-regulated

body instead of a self-governing institution

representing India’s 2.7 million advocates. He also

criticized a clause giving the Central government power

to issue directions to the BCI, calling it

unconstitutional.

Additionally, the BCI opposes a provision shifting the

regulation of foreign law firms from the BCI to the

government, despite a 2022 BCI regulation and the

Supreme Court’s A.K. Balaji judgment confirming that

the BCI has authority over foreign lawyers. Another

contentious proposal would classify lawyers' strikes

and boycotts as misconduct, further fueling dissent.

Lawyers in Delhi District Courts have already gone on

strike, and the BCI warns that protests will spread

nationwide unless the government provides

assurances that these provisions will be reconsidered.

[The Indian Express]

India: RSS inaugurates new headquarters

in Delhi

(lm) The Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh (RSS), a Hindu

nationalist organization and ideological parent of the

Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP), inaugurated its new

headquarters, Keshav Kunj, in Jhandewalan, Delhi last

week. The new complex, built at a cost of INR 15 billion

(USD 180 million), spans four acres and features three

12-story towers with 500,000 sq ft of space, including
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auditoriums, a library, a hospital, and residential

quarters for Sangh functionaries.

The RSS, often referred to as the Sangh, is a right-wing

Hindu nationalist organization founded in 1925 that

promotes Hindutva ideology and aims to unite Hindus

through social and cultural activities. RSS chief Mohan

Bhagwat, addressing workers at the event, stated that

while opposition to the Sangh has diminished,

members should remain alert and committed to their

ideological path. He emphasized that the RSS's work is

expanding across the country, and its volunteers must

ensure that the organization’s influence continues to

grow.

The inauguration, which the RSS celebrated as

Praveshotsav (Entry Festival), was attended by Home

Minister Amit Shah, Defence Minister Rajnath Singh,

Health Minister J P Nadda, and senior RSS leaders,

including General Secretary Dattatreya Hosabale.

Among them, Amit Shah, Rajnath Singh, and J P Nadda

have longstanding ties with the RSS. Amit Shah, a close

aide of Prime Minister Narendra Modi, was actively

involved in the RSS-affiliated student wing, Akhil

Bharatiya Vidyarthi Parishad (ABVP), before joining

politics. Rajnath Singh, a former BJP president, has also

been associated with the RSS since his early political

career. J P Nadda, the current BJP president, was

similarly groomed within RSS-affiliated organizations

before rising through the party ranks.

For the past eight years, the RSS operated out of the

Udaseen Ashram in Jhandewalan while the new

headquarters was under construction. Sangh

functionaries began shifting to the new building in

September 2024, and have now completely moved in,

though some interior work is ongoing. [The Indian

Express]

India: Assets to be returned to AgriGold

Group Ponzi Scheme victims

(rt The Directorate of Enforcement (ED) has

successfully restituted properties and assets estimated

at over INR 60 billion (USD 691 million) to the 3.2

million victims of the AgriGold Group Ponzi Scheme.

This restitution follows a petition filed by ED’s Special

Public Prosecutor, Jagan Mohan, in 2024, after

receiving a court order to return the lost funds.

The ED began its money laundering investigation into

the AgriGold Group of companies in 2018, following

numerous FIRs filed across Andhra Pradesh,
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Telangana, Karnataka, Odisha, and the Andaman &

Nicobar Islands. The AgriGold Group lured nearly 1.9

million customers and 3.2 million account holders into

fraudulent investment schemes, falsely promising high

returns or residential plots under the guise of real

estate projects. The group operated a deceptive

“Collective Investment Scheme,” establishing over 130

shell companies to collect funds from customers,

claiming to secure land plots, despite lacking sufficient

land holdings. These funds were diverted to various

industries, such as power, energy, dairy,

entertainment, and agriculture, without the knowledge

of the depositors. [Hindustan Times] [India Today] [The

Economic Times] [The Hindu]

India: Kerala BJP leader P C George

surrenders in hate speech case after bail

rejection

(lm) BJP leader and former Kerala legislator P C George

surrendered before a magistrate court on February 24,

days after the Kerala High Court rejected his

anticipatory bail plea in a hate speech case.

The Kerala High Court had denied George’s bail on

February 21, citing his violation of bail conditions in a

similar case from 2022. Justice P V Kunhikrishnan

emphasized that granting bail in such cases would

send “a wrong message to society.” In 2022, George

was directed not to make statements promoting

religious enmity or outraging religious sentiments.

However, during a television debate on January 5, he

allegedly equated all Muslims in India with terrorists

and called for their expulsion to Pakistan.

Following his remarks, police filed charges against him

under Sections 196(1)(a) and 299 of the Bharatiya

Nyaya Sanhita, which deal with promoting enmity

between groups and outraging religious feelings, along

with Section 120(o) of the Kerala Police Act. The High

Court justified its decision to deny bail, stating that

allowing George to walk free despite violating previous

bail conditions would set a dangerous precedent. [The

Indian Express]

India: Madhya Pradesh police arrest

habitual offender for rape and murder of

11-year-old girl

(lm) The Madhya Pradesh police have arrested a 40-

year-old man for the rape and murder of an 11-year-
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old hearing- and speech-impaired girl, solving a case

that had shocked the state. The accused is a habitual

offender with a history of serious crimes, including a

previous rape conviction and a death sentence

overturned by the High Court in another case.

The victim went missing on February 1 and was found

the next morning in bushes near her home, with

severe injuries. She was rushed to a hospital in Bhopal,

where she died on February 8. During the

investigation, police questioned 418 suspects,

including 382 laborers from a local mandi area. [The

Indian Express]

India: YouTuber’s controversial remarks

spark free speech debate

(lm) Indian YouTuber Ranveer Allahbadia, known as

BeerBiceps, has found himself at the center of a

massive controversy after making highly controversial

remarks on a reality show, sparking public outrage,

legal action, and government scrutiny of digital

content.

During a February 9 episode of India’s Got Latent,

Allahbadia asked a contestant an explicit and offensive

question, which led to nationwide backlash, police

complaints, and even death threats. The Supreme

Court called his remarks "dirty" and "perverted" while

granting him interim protection from arrest and

temporarily banning him from posting content online.

Show creator Samay Raina, a popular stand-up

comedian, has since taken down all previous episodes

of the show, and both he and Allahbadia have issued

public apologies.

The controversy has ignited heated debates on free

speech, India's obscenity laws, and the growing

regulation of digital content. Critics argue that while

the state should not criminalize offensive content, the

incident reflects a wider trend of internet creators

pushing boundaries for virality. The show, which has

been accused of misogyny and body-shaming, has

drawn both praise for its raw humor and criticism for

its crude and demeaning content.

Amid the uproar, lawmakers and regulators have

intensified discussions on stricter digital content laws.

Reports indicate that a parliamentary panel is

considering tighter regulations, with the Supreme

Court also calling for more oversight. Some analysts

warn that the controversy is being used as a

distraction from pressing national issues like

unemployment and pollution, while others fear it could
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pave the way for increased censorship of digital

platforms.

Legal experts argue that instead of more restrictive

laws, India needs greater tolerance for free expression

and better education on digital literacy to help young

audiences navigate online content responsibly. [BBC]

India: Natural gas import bill rises 17

percent amid growing demand

(lm) India’s natural gas import bill surged 17.2 percent

to USD 12.9 billion between April and January of the

current fiscal year, compared to USD 11.0 billion in the

same period last year, according to data from the

Petroleum Planning and Analysis Cell (PPAC). The

increase was driven by a 21 percent rise in liquefied

natural gas (LNG) imports, which reached 31,347

million standard cubic meters (mmscm), as demand

grew across the city gas distribution, fertilizer, and

power sectors. In January alone, the import bill rose 8.3

percent year-on-year to USD 1.3 billion.

Despite higher imports, domestic natural gas

production only saw a marginal 2.6 percent increase

during the same period, with state-owned Oil and

Natural Gas Corporation (ONGC) producing 15,763

mmscm—falling short of targets. As a result, India’s

reliance on imported gas climbed to 51.2 percent, up

from 46.5 percent in the previous fiscal year.

The International Energy Agency (IEA) projects that

India’s LNG import growth will moderate to 10 percent

in 2025, down from 21 percent in 2024, due to

tempered demand and increased global competition

for LNG shipments. However, overall natural gas

consumption is expected to rise by 8 percent, driven

by expanding industrial activity and economic growth.

India became the world's fourth-largest LNG importer

in 2024, accounting for 7 percent of global LNG

imports. The industrial and oil refining sectors led the

demand, followed by residential, commercial, and

transport sectors. Lower global LNG prices throughout

2024 supported the rise in imports, with LNG cargo

offers for India increasing 70 percent year-on-year.

Meanwhile, Indian energy companies are increasing

their procurement of LNG and crude oil from the

United States. Indian Oil Corporation is reportedly

negotiating a long-term LNG supply deal with Cheniere

Energy, while GAIL India has revived plans to acquire a

stake in a US liquefaction facility. During Prime Minister

Narendra Modi’s recent visit to the US, both countries
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reaffirmed their commitment to strengthening energy

trade, positioning the US as a key supplier of crude oil,

petroleum products, and LNG to India.

With the Indian government aiming to raise natural

gas’s share in the country’s energy mix from 6 percent

to 15 percent by 2030, analysts view increased US gas

imports as a positive step toward energy security and

diversification. [Financial Express]

India: Adani Group announces over USD

13.2 billion investment in Madhya

Pradesh

(lm) Adani Group Chairman Gautam Adani announced

new investments exceeding INR 1.1 trillion (USD 13.2

billion) in Madhya Pradesh at the Global Investors

Summit 2025. The investment plan spans multiple

sectors, including pumped storage, cement, mining,

smart meters, and thermal energy, and is expected to

generate over 1.2 million jobs in the state by 2030.

Additionally, Adani revealed ongoing discussions with

the Madhya Pradesh government for an extra INR 1

trillion (USD 12 billion) investment in a greenfield smart

city, an airport project, and a coal-gasification initiative.

He highlighted the Group's previous investments of

more than INR 500 billion (USD 6 billion) in the state

across energy, infrastructure, manufacturing, logistics,

and agribusiness, creating over 25,000 jobs.

Prime Minister Narendra Modi, who inaugurated the

summit, praised Madhya Pradesh’s growing reputation

as a business hub, citing its skilled workforce and

expanding industrial base. Adani echoed this

sentiment, crediting India's economic transformation

under Modi’s leadership, referencing initiatives like

Make in India, Digital India, and Aatmanirbhar Bharat.

He emphasized Madhya Pradesh’s favorable business

environment, calling it one of India's most investment-

ready states. [The Indian Express]

Adani Group is one of India's largest multinational

conglomerates, with businesses in infrastructure,

energy, logistics, and agribusiness. It has played a key

role in India's renewable energy expansion and

operates major ports, airports, and power generation

projects.

India: Modi announces USD 2.6 billion

disbursement under PM-Kisan scheme
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(lm) Prime Minister Narendra Modi announced that the

Indian government has credited nearly INR 3.5 trillion

(USD 42 billion) to farmers under the PM-Kisan

Samman Nidhi Yojana since its launch in 2019. He

made the statement ahead of releasing the scheme’s

19th installment during his visit to Bhagalpur, Bihar.

The latest disbursement amounts to INR 22,000 crore

(USD 2.6 billion) and will benefit 9.8 crore farmers

across India, marking an increase from the 9.4 crore

beneficiaries last year.

Assam Chief Minister Himanta Biswa Sarma confirmed

that INR 4.75 billion (USD 57 million) will be allocated

to 2.08 million farmers in the state—10 percent more

than the previous installment. Modi is also set to visit

Assam following the Global Investment Summit in

Bhopal.

The PM-Kisan scheme, introduced in the 2019 Union

Budget, provides INR 6,000 (USD 72) annually to

eligible farmers in three installments of INR 2,000 (USD

24) every four months. While the number of

beneficiaries has expanded significantly, over 116,000

farmers opted out of the scheme between June 2023

and May 2024, with Bihar recording the highest drop.

In January 2025, the government mandated that new

applicants must obtain a farmer ID for enrollment, with

a target of issuing 60 million farmer IDs by March. [The

Indian Express]

India: Manipur intensifies crackdown on

insurgent extortion, nearly 100 arrested

(lm) The Manipur police have arrested at least 99

members of insurgent groups in a month-long

crackdown on extortion, with most arrests

concentrated in the valley districts of Imphal West and

Imphal East. The operation, which has gained

momentum in February, follows the launch of an anti-

extortion helpline by the Manipur Home Department

on January 26.

The crackdown comes amid resurgent insurgent

activities in the state, exacerbated by the ongoing

ethnic conflict between the Meitei-majority valley and

Kuki-Zo-dominated hill districts. Insurgents have been

accused of extorting business owners, politicians,

government employees, and even schools and

pharmacies.

Security officials attribute the high number of valley

arrests to more complaints being reported from the

Meitei-dominated areas, while concerns remain over
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widening ethnic and security tensions under

President’s Rule in Manipur. [The Indian Express]

India: Army seeks 1,000 surveillance

helicopters for high-altitude operations

(lm) The Indian Army has initiated a major

procurement effort to acquire up to 1,000 new

surveillance helicopters, aiming to bolster defense

capabilities along its high-altitude borders with China

and Pakistan. A request for information has been

issued to define technical specifications and evaluate

potential solutions.

This initiative aligns with India’s broader defense

modernization strategy and its push for self-reliance in

defense production. Currently, the army relies on a

mix of foreign surveillance platforms, including Israeli-

made Heron drones that can reach altitudes of 10,668

meters (35,000 feet). The introduction of indigenously

built helicopters is expected to address operational

challenges in extreme conditions.

Potential vendors for the project include Hindustan

Aeronautics Limited, Mahindra Defence Systems

Limited, and Tata Advanced Systems Limited. Indian

Army Chief Upendra Dwivedi highlighted the need for

continuous military upgrades, stating that

technological advancements are necessary to counter

evolving security threats.[The Defense Post]

Maldives: Political controversy surrounds

Supreme Court Bench reduction and

judicial reshuffling

(lm/sf) A bill has been submitted to the Maldivian

Parliament proposing to reduce the number of

Supreme Court judges from seven to five. The bill,

introduced as a private submission by ruling People's

National Congress (PNC) MP AbduSattar Mohamed,

aims to revert the court to its previous composition

before it was expanded during former President

Ibrahim Mohamed Solih’s administration. Sattar

argued that the move aligns with the aspirations of the

Maldivian people. However, the proposal has triggered

a strong backlash from opposition parties and legal

experts, who view it as an attempt to influence the

judiciary. [the edition 1]

The opposition Maldivian Democratic Party (MDP) and

The Democrats have condemned the bill, stating that
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reducing the Supreme Court bench while it is reviewing

a constitutional case regarding parliamentary seat

dismissals threatens judicial independence. MDP

Chairperson Fayyaz Ismail called the move a direct

attack on judicial independence and urged MPs not to

support what he described as a "cowardly and dirty

act" by the government. The Democrats argued that

court-packing is a tactic used by governments seeking

to control the judiciary and warned that the bill

undermines the separation of powers. [the edition 2]

[the edition 3]

An emergency motion submitted by MDP MP Meekail

Ahmed Naseem to block the bill was rejected by

Speaker Abdul Raheem Abdulla, who ruled that the

issue would be debated when the bill is formally

discussed in Parliament. Meanwhile, speculation has

grown that the government may file cases against two

Supreme Court judges, further raising concerns about

judicial interference. The current Supreme Court bench

consists of Chief Justice Ahmed Muthasim Adnan and

Justices Husnu Suood, Azmiralda Zahir, Mahaz Ali

Zahir, Aisha Shujune Mohamed, Dr. Mohamed Ibrahim,

and Ali Rasheed. [the edition 4]

The bill to reduce the number of Supreme Court

judges comes amid broader tensions surrounding

judicial reforms in the Maldives. The Supreme Court

had previously been reduced to five judges under

former President Abdulla Yameen in 2014, before

being expanded again under President Solih. The

current administration’s push to reduce the number of

judges while a key constitutional case is ongoing has

intensified fears of executive overreach into the

judiciary.

Further fueling the political tensions, Speaker Abdul

Raheem Abdulla responded to accusations of

government pressure, asserting his independence in a

debate on reducing government expenditures. MDP

MP Meekail Ahmed Naseem had accused the Speaker

of being under duress following the dismissal of his

son, Ibrahim Faisal, from his position as Minister of

Tourism. Abdulla dismissed these claims, asserting

that Parliament has the right to submit and discuss

bills without interference. [the edition 5]

Additionally, President Mohamed Muizzu has

reshuffled the Judicial Service Commission (JSC),

dismissing Mohamed Sameer and appointing Yazmeed

Mohamed to the position of presidential appointee.

The reshuffle comes amid speculation that the

government may be preparing to file cases against

certain Supreme Court judges. The JSC, which oversees

judicial accountability, is chaired by Maafushi MP

Hussain Riza, a member of the ruling PNC, and
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includes other key figures such as Parliament Speaker

Abdul Raheem Abdulla and Attorney General Ahmed

Usham. [the edition 6]

Maldives: Supreme Court to hear

challenge on MPs' seat loss amendment

despite AG’s objection

(lm) The Supreme Court has decided to proceed with

hearing a petition challenging a constitutional

amendment that mandates Members of Parliament

(MPs) lose their seats if they switch parties or are

expelled. The case was filed by former Kendhoo MP

and lawyer Ali Hussain, who argues that the

amendment was not passed following proper

legislative procedures and raises a broader

constitutional question about the integrity of the

presidential system in the Maldives.

The Attorney General’s (AG) Office has objected,

arguing that constitutional amendments are a part of

the Constitution itself and not mere laws. AG counsel

Fathimath Haleem stated that courts lack jurisdiction

to review constitutional amendments, as Chapter 12 of

the Constitution does not permit a court to annul

them. However, the Supreme Court has deferred its

decision on the procedural objection and will address

it later while continuing with the case. [the edition 1]

During the hearing, Chief Justice Ahmed Muthasim

Adnan questioned whether the amendment adhered

to proper legislative procedures. While the AG’s Office

insisted that Parliament followed all constitutional

steps and secured enough votes, Ali Hussain

countered that the amendment was rushed—debated,

passed, and ratified all in a single day—without the

public consultation typically required for such

significant changes.

The Maldivian Democratic Party (MDP), which formally

supports the challenge, rejected the AG’s argument.

MDP lawyer Anas Abdul Sattar argued that Parliament

cannot fundamentally alter the basic characteristics of

the Constitution and that the Supreme Court has the

authority to conduct judicial reviews of amendments

that undermine constitutional integrity. Ali Hussain

further supported his claim by posing a hypothetical

question: "If Parliament were to amend the

Constitution to abolish the Supreme Court, who would

review that decision?" The court has given the state 10

days to respond before proceeding further. [the

edition 2]
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Meanwhile, The Democrats party, which initially

backed the petition alongside MDP, has withdrawn its

support. Despite being invited to complete application

documents and participate in hearings, The Democrats

failed to do so. Party President Imthiyaz Fahmy later

declared that only Parliament has the authority to

amend the Constitution, arguing that judicial

intervention was inappropriate.

Imthiyaz cited the U.S. Constitution’s 18th Amendment,

which banned alcohol, as an example of how even

controversial amendments must remain until repealed

by another legislative action. He stated that only

Parliament—not the courts—has the power to create

or alter constitutional provisions. [the edition 3] [the

edition 4]

However, not all members of The Democrats agree

with this stance. Some party members insist that the

earlier decision under former President Hassan

Latheef to support the legal challenge remains

unchanged. Despite these internal divisions, the party

has officially withdrawn from the case. [the edition 5]

Maldives: Parliament grants Minister

Ihusan one hour to respond in no-

confidence case

(lm) Parliament’s general committee has voted to

allocate one hour for Homeland Security and

Technology Minister Ali Ihusan to respond to the no-

confidence motion filed against him. The motion,

backed by twelve MPs, accuses Ihusan of multiple legal

violations and misconduct unbefitting a minister

during his one year and two months in office.

The main allegation against Ihusan is his use of the

Department of National Registration (DNR) database to

increase the ruling People’s National Congress (PNC)’s

membership. Other charges include stopping a locally

developed system used by Immigration to monitor

expatriate workers and instead awarding a contract to

Malaysia’s blacklisted company, Bestinet, requiring the

state to pay MVR 460 million (USD 29.9 million). He is

also accused of political interference in police

investigations and obstruction of probes into crimes

involving government officials, along with extracting

personal data from the DNR database and using it to

manipulate political party membership forms

submitted to the Election Commission.

Parliament has allotted a total of two hours for the no-

confidence debate, with one hour reserved for Ihusan’s

response and the remaining hour for MPs' questions
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and discussion. While some MPs expressed concerns

over limited time for questioning, PNC lawmakers

defended the decision, arguing that Ihusan needed

more time to address the volume of allegations.

Despite the Maldivian Democratic Party (MDP)

initiating the motion, they lack the numbers to remove

Ihusan, as the ruling PNC holds a parliamentary

supermajority. [the edition]

Maldives: 14th Amendment to the

Decentralization Act signed by President

Muizzu

(db) On February 19, President Mohamed Muizzu

signed the 14th Amendment to the Decentralization

Act (Act No. 7/2010), a pivotal step aimed at enhancing

the effectiveness of Women's Development

Committees (WDCs) in the Maldives. This amendment,

adopted by Parliament on February 18, seeks to clarify

and expand the functions of WDCs, which are critical to

local governance in the country.

The new amendment addresses several key issues

within the original Decentralization Act, with a focus on

improving the working methods of the WDCs and

creating organizational structures that ensure better

coordination with local authorities. One of the primary

goals of the amendment is to strengthen the

competencies of local councils and the Local

Government Authority, ensuring that WDCs receive the

necessary resources, training, and support to fulfill

their roles effectively.

A significant component of the amendment is the

allocation of government grants to councils, with clear

rules established for distributing these funds and

managing the resources. Additionally, the amendment

introduces Ramadan allowances for WDC members,

ensuring that those who are not already entitled to

such benefits under existing laws will now receive a

MVR 3,000 (USD 193) allowance before Ramadan.

The amendment also includes provisions to enhance

the financial support for WDCs. A major aspect of the

changes is the approval by Parliament of official

salaries for WDC members, a move that replaces the

previous allowance system. Members of WDCs are now

entitled to salaries and a Ramadan allowance as part

of the restructuring. This measure aims to recognize

the importance of WDCs in local governance and

improve their financial stability.

Under the revised system, the salaries for WDC

Presidents of city councils will be MVR 7,000 (USD 455),

https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-stdtujd-l-ei/


Vice Presidents will receive MVR 6,500 (USD 422), and

members will earn MVR 6,000 (USD 390). For island

councils, Presidents will receive MVR 6,000 (USD 390),

Vice Presidents MVR 5,500 (USD 357), and members

MVR 5,000 (USD 325). This pay structure aims to

support WDCs in carrying out their duties while also

improving the economic well-being of committee

members. [The President’s Office of the Republic of

Maldives] [the edition]

Maldives: Corruption probe into police

housing project escalates amid leadership

turmoil at POLCO

(db) The Maldives Parliament and the Anti-Corruption

Commission (ACC) have intensified their investigation

into allegations of corruption within the Police Welfare

Corporation (POLCO), particularly in connection with

the 2013 Blues Housing Project, a state-backed

housing initiative for police officers. The probe has

uncovered MVR 355 million (USD 23 million) in financial

losses due to structural corruption and

mismanagement.

An audit report published by the Auditor General’s

Office on January 23 revealed that the project, initially

expected to cost between MVR 745 million (USD 48

million) and MVR 860 million (USD 55 million),

ultimately exceeded MVR 1 billion (USD 64 million). The

audit also found multiple contract violations, cost

overruns, and delays. The housing project was initially

awarded to Noomadi in 2013 but was later reassigned

to Island Experts and then to Amin Construction, with

completion delayed until last year.

As part of the ongoing probe, the ACC raided POLCO

offices, including a Hulhumalé location on February 19,

following a previous raid on February 3. Investigators

face additional hurdles due to POLCO’s claim that key

documents were lost because of server issues. Auditor

General Hussain Niyazi told Parliament that this failure

has hindered efforts to scrutinize financial records.

[the edition 1]

In parallel, the Parliament’s Public Accounts Committee

and its Finance Committee subcommittee are also

inquiring into the matter. On February 16, Deputy

Speaker Ahmed Nazim confirmed that the

subcommittee had not yet gathered all necessary

documents and emphasized the need to determine

whether senior police officials involved in the

corruption should remain in their positions during the

investigation. The committee’s audit report indicated

that assistant commissioners and deputy
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commissioners had direct involvement in key decisions

related to the project, raising concerns about

accountability at the highest levels.

In addition to these inquiries, the Parliament has

requested that the Maldives Police Service provide

detailed records of vehicles imported for POLCO

between 2014 and 2017. These include cranes, vans,

motorcycles, and lorries brought in for the

development of the housing project. The request also

seeks clarification on the ownership and current status

of these vehicles. [the edition 2]

The scandal has also triggered leadership turmoil

within POLCO. A no-confidence motion has been

submitted against POLCO CEO Ahmed Anees, seeking

his dismissal. While the motion was reportedly filed

due to internal conflicts among senior POLCO officials,

it comes amid the ACC’s corruption probe. Reports

indicate that Anees has already been stripped of his

duties, with POLCO currently being led on an interim

basis by the Board Secretary. POLCO Board Chairman

Superintendent of Police Ahmed Nafiz has also

submitted his resignation, which has yet to be

accepted. [the edition 3]

Adding further pressure, a whistleblower from within

the police force has submitted a letter to Parliament,

raising additional corruption claims against POLCO. In

response, Police Commissioner Ali Shujau stated that

all allegations would be forwarded to the ACC for

further investigation. [Sun Siyam Media]

Maldives: Chief Justice Muthasim hints at

retirement after 32 years in judiciary

(lm) Chief Justice Ahmed Muthasim Adnan has

indicated his intention to retire, stating that he is now

an elderly man and may not be seen in such a role in

the future. Speaking at a swearing-in ceremony for

newly admitted lawyers, he reflected on his 32 years of

service in the judiciary and shared key advice for those

entering the legal profession, particularly on

confidentiality. [the edition]

Maldives: Parliament opposes salary cuts

for judiciary and independent bodies,

urges legal reforms

(lm) The Public Accounts Committee of the Maldivian

Parliament has decided to advise President Dr.
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Mohamed Muizzu against implementing a 10 percent

salary cut for employees in independent institutions

and the judiciary. The decision, which was part of the

government's broader economic reform agenda to

reduce state expenditure, was unanimously opposed

by the nine members present at the committee

meeting.

The salary reduction plan included cuts for state-

owned enterprises (SOEs), political appointees, heads

of government branches, independent institutions,

and members of Parliament, pending legislative

approval. However, ruling People’s National Congress

(PNC) MP Mohamed Mamdhooh, who submitted the

matter to the committee, argued that legal

amendments are necessary before such salary

reductions can take effect.

President Muizzu initially introduced the salary cut

policy in October 2024, with a 10 percent reduction

across multiple sectors for two years. The President

also personally forfeited 50 percent of his own salary,

reducing his monthly income to MVR 50,000 (USD

3,250). Additionally, the Privatization and

Corporatization Board (PCB) set a salary cap of MVR

90,000 (USD 5,850) for company executives over the

next two years.

Mamdhooh emphasized that implementing salary

reductions without proper legal amendments would be

unfair. Instead, he suggested merging independent

institutions, such as the Maldives Media Council and

the Broadcasting Commission, to streamline

operations and cut costs. He urged authorities to

identify agencies that could be consolidated and take

legal steps to facilitate these changes. [the edition]

Maldives: Mohamed Zahid and Abdul

Rahman Salah Rashid approved as the

new leaders of the Elections Commission

(db) On February 19, 2025, Mohamed Zahid was

chosen as the new President of the Elections

Commission, with Abdul Rahman Salah Rashid serving

as the Vice President. The two nominations had

previously been presented to the People’s Majlis on

February 10, 2025, and endorsed on February 18.

Zahid received support from 68 members for the

President role; in comparison, 69 members approved

Salah for the office of Vice President. These

appointments represent important personnel changes

at the top of the Elections Commission regarding

organizing future elections in the Maldives.
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Prior to his current position, Zahid was the vice

president of the Human Rights Commission, which

contributed to his extensive experience. Salah worked

as the Permanent Secretary at the Ministry of Home

Affairs until he stepped down at the beginning of 2024.

On January 26th, 2024, both became members of the

Elections Commission. [The Maldives Journal]

Maldives: Former Election Commission

vice president appointed chief judicial

administrator

(lm) Former Election Commission (EC) vice president

Amjad Musthafa has been appointed as the chief

judicial administrator by the Judicial Service

Commission (JSC). The JSC announced that Amjad met

the required qualifications and received the highest

marks in the selection process. The position became

vacant following the resignation of Aishath Rizna in

September last year, who cited challenges in working

within the legal framework and policies of the

Department of Judicial Administration (DGA) due to

conflicts with the JSC.

Amjad has a strong background in public service,

having served five years at the EC. He was also a board

director at the Maldives Tourism Development

Corporation (MTDC) and was appointed as president of

the Employment Tribunal in 2020, though he resigned

after four months. [the edition]

Maldives: HDC suspends four employees

amid ongoing corruption probe

(lm) The Housing Development Corporation (HDC) has

confirmed that four employees remain on suspension

in connection with an ongoing corruption investigation

related to the Binveriya housing scheme.

The case initially led to 17 suspensions in December,

followed by dismissals. Three employees were

dismissed, including Chief Financial Officer (CFO)

Abdulla Fayid. Additionally, Chief Business Officer

Ahmed Yaamin and IT Consultant Abdulla Shuhoodh

lost their positions after HDC chose not to renew their

contracts. Yaamin, whose contract ended in December,

has since lodged a complaint with the Labour Tribunal.

While 10 employees have returned to work, the

remaining four remain on suspension as investigations

continue. The Binveriya housing scheme, which was
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designed to allocate land plots, has been under

scrutiny following allegations of misconduct within

HDC. [the edition]

Maldives: MPs raise concerns over

challenges in accessing overseas medical

coverage

(lm) Maldivian MPs have expressed frustration over

difficulties in accessing medical coverage abroad under

the Allied health insurance scheme provided to

lawmakers. During a committee meeting discussing

potential revisions to the 2016 health insurance policy,

several MPs detailed issues in obtaining coverage for

second consultations and reimbursement delays.

Though the state covers the MVR 24,000 (USD 1,560)

annual premium per MP, which also includes their

spouses and minor children for treatments in SAARC

and ASEAN countries, lawmakers argued that they

should not face administrative obstacles while

receiving treatment.

The committee has yet to reach a decision on revising

the MPs' health insurance scheme, with discussions

continuing amid public concerns over the accessibility

of prescribed medicines nationwide. [the edition]

Maldives: Parliament partners with

Islamic University of Maldives to offer

legal education for MPs

(lm) The Islamic University of Maldives (IUM) and the

Parliament Secretariat have signed an agreement to

launch a higher education program in Sharia and Law

tailored for members of Parliament. This one-year

advanced certificate course aims to enhance MPs' legal

knowledge, with eight Parliament members set to

participate. Additionally, the Parliament Secretariat

and IUM are collaborating to develop a first-degree

program in law, further expanding educational

opportunities for lawmakers. [the edition]

Maldives: Government to establish

medical treatment guidelines to address

healthcare challenges
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(lm) The Maldivian government has decided to develop

a national medical treatment guideline to standardize

healthcare practices across the country. This decision

follows a cabinet meeting where President Dr.

Mohamed Muizzu reviewed a proposal submitted by

the Health Ministry aimed at improving medicine

accessibility and strengthening the healthcare sector.

Currently, the Maldives does not have an official

medical treatment guideline for doctors to follow,

unlike many developed countries where such protocols

help ensure consistent and evidence-based care. A

report released by the Anti-Corruption Commission

(ACC) last October highlighted the absence of these

guidelines as a critical gap, warning that it leads to

inconsistencies in medical decision-making and may

not always serve the best interests of patients.

The ACC report also noted that without formal

guidelines, there are no standardized criteria to

determine whether prescribed medical tests are

necessary. As a result, unnecessary or repetitive

diagnostic procedures may be conducted, leading to

inefficiencies and increased healthcare costs.

Implementing a structured medical guideline is

expected to improve the quality of care, streamline

medical testing, and enhance overall patient safety in

the Maldivian healthcare system. [the edition]

Maldives: Supreme Court upholds life

sentence for Bangladeshi expatriate in

murder case

(lm) The Maldives Supreme Court has upheld the life

sentence of a Bangladeshi national convicted of

murdering a fellow expatriate in Male' in 2012.

While the Criminal Court initially acquitted the accused

due to a lack of direct evidence, the High Court later

found him guilty based on circumstantial evidence,

including CCTV footage, footprints, and fingerprints at

the crime scene. The victim’s family sought the death

penalty or restitution, but since Islamic Shariah law

allows only one, the court sentenced the accused to 25

years in prison and ordered a payment of roughly USD

8,600 in restitution.

The accused appealed the ruling at the Supreme Court,

which upheld the sentence but rejected the High

Court’s reasoning. The Supreme Court ruled that while

the accused came to Male' intending to commit the

crime, procedural flaws prevented a death penalty

verdict. These included a coerced confession without

legal representation, a lack of video evidence, and
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disciplinary breaches by the police during the

investigation. The court emphasized that under Islamic

Shariah, the death penalty cannot be imposed if there

is any doubt. [the edition]

Maldives: Ongoing protests and

investigations into the death of Zakiyya

Moosa

(lm) The death of 50-year-old Zakiyya Moosa in Noonu

Atoll Holhudhoo has led to protests and multiple

investigations, with residents demanding justice and

questioning the lack of arrests despite severe injuries

found on her body.

Zakiyya was found dead in her home on September 10,

2024, with deep wounds on her neck. Police initially

stated there was no evidence of foul play and claimed

the injuries were not inflicted by another person.

However, residents and Zakiyya's family believe she

was murdered and have continued to demand the

arrest of her husband and three other family

members.

The Human Rights Commission of the Maldives (HRCM)

has launched an investigation into the case, citing

concerns raised by Zakiyya’s relatives and assessing

whether authorities handled the case properly. The

National Integrity Commission (NIC) is also

investigating police conduct, following public

allegations of neglect and incompetence in the

investigation.

Despite five months passing, no arrests have been

made, leading to renewed protests in Holhudhoo. On

February 22, demonstrators stormed the local police

station, demanding action. Police have since requested

assistance from the U.S. Federal Bureau of

Investigation (FBI), marking the second high-profile

case in recent years where the FBI has been consulted.

The lack of progress in the case, along with the failure

to conduct a post-mortem examination, has fueled

public skepticism over whether the authorities are

handling the case impartially. [the edition 1] [the

edition 2] [the edition 3]

Maldives: Family Court advocates for

judicial discretion in child support

determinations
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(lm) The Family Court has stated that both parents, not

just fathers, should be responsible for child support,

emphasizing that the financial burden of raising a child

must be shared. The Children’s Rights Protection Act

(2019) mandates that parents, even in cases of

separation, must provide for their child's custody and

expenses in accordance with the law. However, under

current government regulations, fathers are typically

required to pay MVR 2,000 (USD 130) per month for

one child and MVR 1,000 (USD 65) for each additional

child, an amount many argue is insufficient given

inflation. [the edition 1]

During a parliamentary Regulation Review Committee

meeting, North Galolhu MP Mohamed Ibrahim

proposed revising the child support amount, citing

financial hardships faced by custodial parents. Many

MPs supported an increase. However, Family Court

Legal Officer Ahmed Mausoom argued that

determining support based on rigid regulations may

not be the fairest approach. He recommended

allowing judges to assess child support on a case-by-

case basis, taking into account the father’s income and

financial capability, ensuring that payments do not

create undue hardship.

Mausoom highlighted that additional payments—

including medical expenses, food, and clothing—are

often sought from fathers separately through court

cases. He cited an example where one father was

ordered to pay MVR 16,000 (USD 1,040) per month,

making it difficult for him to sustain another family

from a second marriage. Given such cases, he

suggested that judges should have discretion in

determining child support based on the child’s specific

needs and lifestyle rather than increasing the

mandated minimum amount.

While the Family Court does not support raising child

support to MVR 4,000 (USD 260) per child, the issue

remains under parliamentary discussion as concerns

persist over ensuring fair financial support for children

while maintaining a balanced approach for parents.

[the edition 2]

Maldives: Parliament to summon FENAKA

management over electricity issues

(lm) The State-Owned Enterprises (SOE) Committee of

Parliament has approved a motion to summon the

management of FENAKA, the fully state-owned utility

company, over ongoing electricity supply issues in

Addu City and other islands. The motion claims that

https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-stdtujd-l-gt/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-stdtujd-l-gi/


FENAKA’s management has been negligent in

addressing persistent power shortages.

While some members opposed the motion, citing

FENAKA’s recent statement detailing plans to resolve

the crisis, Deputy Speaker and Dhiggaru MP Ahmed

Nazim argued that the committee had not yet met with

the company’s latest management team. He

emphasized the need to understand the real situation

in Addu, noting that frequent changes in leadership

had resulted in large expenditures without effective

solutions, leaving residents to bear the consequences.

[the edition]

Maldives: Aasandha healthcare scheme

expenses rise despite reform efforts

(lm) The Maldives’ government’s economic reform

agenda aimed at curbing Aasandha waste and

reducing healthcare expenditure has not achieved its

intended results, with spending increasing instead.

According to the Finance Ministry's weekly financial

report, the government had spent MVR 413.6 million

(USD 26.9 million) of the MVR 1.85 billion (USD 120.6

million) allocated for Aasandha by February 13. This

marks a 72 percent increase compared to the MVR

240.3 million (USD 15.6 million) spent during the same

period last year.

While Aasandha expenses have continued to rise, the

government’s total administrative and operating

expenditure has declined significantly. Administrative

expenses dropped from MVR 2.2 billion (USD 143.5

million) last year to MVR 1.7 billion (USD 110.8 million)

this year, a reduction of MVR 440 million (USD 28.7

million).

Additionally, capital expenditure saw a major decline,

dropping from MVR 855.8 million (USD 55.8 million)

last year to MVR 169.8 million (USD 11.1 million) this

year. Infrastructure development expenses under the

Public Sector Investment Program (PSIP) also fell by

MVR 324.8 million (USD 21.2 million) compared to last

year.

Despite these reductions, the budget deficit remains a

concern due to a decline in revenue. As of February 13,

government revenue and grants stood at MVR 4.4

billion (USD 287 million), down from MVR 4.8 billion

(USD 313.1 million) last year.

Tax revenue also fell from MVR 4.1 billion (USD 267.3

million) last year to MVR 3.9 billion (USD 254.3 million),
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while non-tax income declined from MVR 718.7 million

(USD 46.9 million) to MVR 541.3 million (USD 35.2

million). [the edition]

Maldives: Budget surplus reaches USD

91.3 despite revenue decline

(lm) The Maldives' state budget remains in a surplus of

MVR 1.4 billion (USD 91.3 million), despite a drop in

revenue, due to significant expense reductions,

according to financial records from the Finance

Ministry.

By February 13, government revenue and grants stood

at MVR 4.4 billion (USD 286.9 million), down from MVR

4.8 billion (USD 313.1 million) during the same period

last year. Both tax and non-tax revenues have

declined, with tax revenue falling to MVR 3.9 billion

(USD 254.3 million) from MVR 4.1 billion (USD 267.3

million), while non-tax income dropped to MVR 541.3

million (USD 35.2 million) from MVR 718.7 million (USD

46.9 million).

However, government expenditure cuts have mitigated

the impact of lower revenue. Total government

spending dropped to MVR 3 billion (USD 195.6 million)

from MVR 4.1 billion (USD 267.3 million) last year.

The biggest contributor to cost reductions was a sharp

decline in capital expenditure, which fell to MVR 169.8

million (USD 11.1 million) from MVR 855.8 million (USD

55.8 million) last year. Infrastructure projects under

the Public Sector Investment Program (PSIP) were also

scaled back, with spending decreasing to MVR 324.8

million (USD 21.2 million) from MVR 819.4 million (USD

53.5 million).

While salaries and pensions increased by more than

MVR 100 million (USD 6.5 million), recurrent

expenditure was reduced through cuts in

administrative and operating costs. Administrative

expenses fell from MVR 2.18 billion (USD 142.2 million)

last year to MVR 1.73 billion (USD 112.8 million).

Despite the lower revenue, the budget remains in

surplus due to these cost-cutting measures,

particularly reductions in capital projects and

administrative spending. [the edition]

Maldives: MIFCO dismisses three general

managers amid reform efforts
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(lm) The state-owned Maldives Industrial Fisheries

Company (MIFCO) has dismissed three general

managers as part of an effort to strengthen its

management. The decision follows a performance

review under the reform agenda initiated by President

Dr. Mohamed Muizzu, aimed at ensuring accountability

and improving governance within the state-owned

fisheries company. President Muizzu has previously

emphasized eliminating corruption within MIFCO,

appointing Swiss national Dr. Vitaly Lubimov as CEO in

December 2024. [the edition]

Maldives: Villa Air ready to develop

Kaadedhdhoo Airport but open to state

takeover

(lm) Qasim Ibrahim, chairman of Villa Air, a private

airline owned by the Maldives-based Villa Group, has

stated that the company remains committed to

developing Kaadedhdhoo Airport in Gaafu Alifu Atoll to

international standards but is open to transferring

control to the state if necessary. Villa Air, which took

over operations in 2022 following a prolonged legal

battle, originally planned to transform the airport into

an international hub within seven years.

The company was first awarded the airport in 2013

under a 50-year lease, but then-President Abdulla

Yameen’s administration canceled the agreement in

2017 and seized control. After legal proceedings that

culminated in Supreme Court rulings in Villa’s favor,

the airport was returned to the company in March

2022. By that time, according to Qasim, the airport had

fallen into severe disrepair. Villa Air has since

undertaken repairs, including fixing the runway and

replacing the airport’s generator twice.

Despite these efforts, Qasim acknowledged that the

airport remains financially unsustainable, with

operations running at a loss. He noted that the

company receives significantly less revenue than

needed to cover monthly expenses, which exceed MVR

1 million (USD 65,000).

Villa Air's plans include extending the runway to at

least 2,400 meters, a goal that aligns with President Dr.

Mohamed Muizzu’s vision for the airport. Qasim

confirmed that the President has expressed interest in

its expansion and that Villa Air is prepared to

cooperate. However, he added that if the government

intends to take over the airport again, Villa Air will not

oppose the decision, provided it is done in a manner

that does not harm the company.
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Qasim also criticized previous government

interventions, stating that Villa Air had previously

secured investors for the airport’s development, but

repeated state takeovers disrupted its plans. He

emphasized that Villa Air remains capable of executing

the project at the lowest cost but stressed that long-

term stability is necessary for successful development.

[the edition]

Maldives: Construction of council

buildings in 55 islands to begin in April

(lm) The Maldivian government is set to begin

construction of council buildings in 55 islands this

April, according to Minister of Cities, Local

Government, and Public Works Adam Shareef. The

project, awarded to Malaysia’s Hextar Global under a

contractor-financing model, will include two-story

office buildings in 39 of the 55 islands and is expected

to be completed within two and a half years if it

proceeds on schedule. A Maldivian representative has

been appointed to oversee the project, with Hextar

Maldives Managing Director Ali Shareef signing the

agreement on behalf of the company.

In addition to this initiative, 50 more council buildings

will be constructed with Chinese assistance. A Chinese

team is scheduled to arrive in April to conduct a

feasibility study, with construction expected to begin

later in the year.

The government is also planning to develop 48

children’s parks across various islands, with funding

support from India, the State Trading Organization’s

(STO) Corporate Social Responsibility (CSR) initiative,

and the Public Sector Investment Program (PSIP)

budget. However, a specific timeline for the park

construction projects has not yet been provided. [the

edition]

Maldives: MACL signs development

contract with MTCC

(sl) Maldives Airports Company Limited (MACL) has

signed a contract with Maldives Transport and

Contracting Company (MTCC) to develop an airport in

R. Fainu, aligning with President Dr. Mohamed Muizzu’s

vision to enhance transportation infrastructure and

drive economic growth. [Maldives Airports Company

Ltd on X]
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The agreement covers key preparatory works,

including a feasibility study, an environmental impact

assessment (EIA), and design planning. Currently, Ifuru

hosts the only operational airport in Raa Atoll, but local

communities have long advocated for additional

airports to meet regional demands. Another airport is

also under construction in Alifushi.

During a recent visit to the atoll, President Muizzu

reaffirmed that construction on the Fainu airport

would commence soon, emphasizing its role in job

creation and regional development. He also reiterated

his commitment to expanding the number of resorts in

the area, believing that improved air connectivity will

boost tourism and strengthen the local economy. [the

edition]

Maldives: Police conduct major operation

in Kulhudhuffushi over rising cases of

alleged sorcery

(lm) Authorities in the Maldives have launched a large-

scale operation in Haa Dhaalu Atoll Kulhudhuffushi

following a surge in reported cases of alleged sorcery.

Residents have expressed growing concerns over the

increasing prevalence of alleged sorcery-related

incidents, prompting many households to install

surveillance cameras for security. In recent weeks,

videos purportedly showing individuals engaging in

sorcery-related activities have been widely shared on

social media, intensifying public alarm.

This is not the first time Maldivian authorities have

conducted such operations. Similar raids have taken

place on other islands, including Thaa Atoll Vilufushi,

Raa Atoll Alifushi, and Raa Atoll Meedhoo, where

arrests were made in connection with allegations of

sorcery. Cases of black magic or sorcery, while not

officially recognized as criminal offenses under

Maldivian law, often lead to social unrest and police

interventions due to their deep cultural and religious

sensitivities in local communities. [the edition]

Nepal: Government struggles to push

ordinances as Madhesh-based parties

oppose land law changes

(lm) The KP Sharma Oli-led government is facing

challenges in securing parliamentary approval for six

ordinances, as opposition from two key coalition

partners has forced the government to withdraw a
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controversial land ordinance while struggling to gather

enough support for the remaining five in Parliament’s

upper House, the National Assembly.

The Janata Samajbadi Party-Nepal (JSP-N) and the

Loktantrik Samajbadi Party (LSP)—both supporters of

the ruling coalition and both Madhesh-based parties—

have strongly opposed the land ordinance, arguing

that it benefits land mafias and politically connected

individuals at the expense of Madheshi farmers and

landowners. Historically, land ownership issues have

been a sensitive topic in the Madhesh region, where

many people lack formal land titles. The JSP-N and LSP

fear the ordinance could further marginalize landless

farmers while favoring powerful elites. Their

opposition led the government to drop the ordinance

before tabling the remaining five for discussion.

While the Nepali Congress, the single-largest party in

the lower house, and Prime Minister Oli’s Communist

Party of Nepal (CPN) (Unified Marxist–Leninist) (CPN-

UML) hold a majority in the House of Representatives,

they lack a majority in the National Assembly, where

opposition parties, including the CPN (Maoist Centre)

and CPN (Unified Socialist), have questioned the

government’s legitimacy. Former Prime Minister Jhala

Nath Khanal argued that the government's failure to

pass ordinances indicates it has no moral right to stay

in power.

Despite this, constitutional experts argue that failing to

secure a majority in the National Assembly does not

threaten the government’s survival, as it only needs

control of the lower house to remain in power.

However, the ruling alliance must negotiate with

opposition and coalition partners to secure votes or

risk having the ordinances dropped entirely.

In a separate development, the ruling parties have

agreed to form a task force to propose constitutional

amendments, though securing the required two-thirds

majority remains a major challenge. If the ordinances

are not approved within 60 days, they will expire,

raising further concerns about the government’s

legislative strength and coalition stability. [The

Kathmandu Post 1] [The Kathmandu Post 2]

Nepal: Opposition Maoist Centre to

contest elections without alliance

(rs/lm) Pushpa Kamal Dahal, Chairman of the main

opposition Communist Party of Nepal (CPN) (Maoist

Centre), has announced that the party will contest the
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upcoming general election independently, without

forming alliances.

Speaking at the launch of the 'Maoists with People:

Tarai-Madhesh Awakening Campaign' in Jhapa on

February 24, Prachanda emphasized the importance of

reconnecting with the people, especially after the

party’s involvement in past coalitions with the CPN

(Unified Marxist–Leninist) (CPN-UML) and Nepali

Congress, which, he noted, had distanced the party

from its grassroots supporters. The campaign, which

will conclude in Kanchanpur on March 20, aims to

strengthen ties with all ethnicities and minority

communities, while laying the foundation for a new

socialist revolution, promoting good governance, social

justice, and defending the political achievements of

past movements.

The Maoist Centre's campaign is a direct response to

the current government’s alleged autocratic

tendencies, with Dahal criticizing its protection of

middlemen and corrupt figures. He also voiced

concerns over the government's plans to alter the

electoral system, which he believes could lead to the

creation of a two-party system, undermining the

diversity of political representation. Dahal warned that

these moves posed a threat to Nepal's political

achievements, particularly those stemming from the

2006 peace process and the 2015 promulgation of the

constitution. [The Himalayan Times] [The Kathmandu

Post] [The Rising Nepal]

In a separate speech in Jhapa, Dahal cautioned that the

region, once a stronghold of communist revolution,

risks becoming a symbol of counter-revolution if its

socialist ideals are not protected. Jhapa has a deep

historical significance for Nepal’s communist

movement. In the 1970s, it became a focal point for

communist insurgency and uprisings against the

monarchy, contributing to the eventual establishment

of a republic in 2008. Prachanda urged communist

leaders to unite and safeguard Jhapa’s revolutionary

legacy, calling for a renewed commitment to socialist

ideals in the face of rising political challenges.

[Ratopati]

Nepal: Prime Minister Oli refuses to

answer lawmaker’s questions as

parliamentary tensions rise

(lm) Prime Minister KP Sharma Oli refused to answer a

lawmaker’s critical questions in the House of

Representatives, calling them offensive and full of
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hatred, in an unusual move that sparked debate over

government accountability.

During a question-answer session on February 16,

Prabhu Sah of the Aam Janata Party questioned the

government on capital flight, migrant worker rights,

Nepal's labor agreements, and its inability to pass

ordinances due to lack of majority in Parliament’s

upper house, the National Assembly. Sah also asked

on what moral ground Oli remained in power despite

opposition from coalition partners. Offended, Oli

declined to respond, which Sah later called a

disrespect to Parliament and democratic

accountability.

Parliamentary experts argued that while lawmakers

should present fact-based questions with decorum,

the prime minister is obligated to answer concerns

raised in the House. Former parliamentary secretaries

noted that Oli could have responded in a more

constructive way rather than skipping the questions

entirely.

Meanwhile, in another rare event, the National

Assembly passed a motion of regret against Gyan

Bahadur Shahi, chief whip of the Rastriya Prajatantra

Party (RPP) in the lower house. Shahi had criticized the

upper house on Facebook, calling it an "old-age home"

to adjust grandparents and questioning its relevance.

In response, the upper house condemned his remarks

as irresponsible and misleading, warning him to

maintain decorum in the future.

Experts found the upper house’s motion against a

lower house member highly unusual, noting that while

legislative bodies can defend their dignity, direct

condemnations of lawmakers from another chamber

are rare. [The Kathmandu Post]

Nepal: Internal rift deepens in Nepali

Congress as Deuba loyalists push for

leadership clarity

(lm) Tensions are rising within the Nepali Congress, the

single-largest party in Parliament’s lower house and

core member of the ruling coalition, as party president

Sher Bahadur Deuba considers delaying the 15th

general convention, which is supposed to elect new

leadership and set policy direction. While the

convention is officially due by December 2025, Deuba

is reportedly seeking to push it beyond the 2027

general elections, citing concerns over party unity and

electoral strategy.
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At a recent meeting, Deuba’s long-time allies urged him

to maintain control over the party and ensure that his

loyalists are not sidelined. However, some of his

former supporters, including Balkrishna Khand, a

former home minister, and NP Saud, the current

foreign minister, have shifted allegiance to the Shekhar

Koirala camp. Koirala, a senior leader of the party and

nephew of former Prime Minister Girija Prasad Koirala,

has already announced his candidacy for party

president, along with General Secretary Gagan Thapa,

a vocal youth leader and former health minister. Both

are actively campaigning for the position.

Deuba’s loyalists pressed him to choose a successor

from within his camp, but he remained noncommittal.

Some speculate he might back Thapa, though Thapa

has denied any special alignment. Meanwhile, Deuba

justified his reluctance to hold factional meetings,

stating that as party president, he represents the

entire Congress, not just one group.

While some leaders favor postponing the convention,

others argue that it should be held by December 2026

at the latest. If delayed further, it could deepen

internal divisions within the party, especially as rival

factions solidify their positions ahead of the next

elections. [The Kathmandu Post]

Nepal: Supreme Court upholds law

restricting free speech in electronic media

(lm) Nepal’s Supreme Court has ruled that the

Electronic Transaction Act, which imposes fines and

imprisonment for publishing prohibited content online,

is constitutional. The court rejected a petition arguing

that Section 47 of the Act violates Article 17 of Nepal’s

constitution, which guarantees freedom of opinion and

expression. The five-member Constitutional Bench

ruled that while freedom of speech is fundamental, it is

not absolute, and the government can impose lawful

restrictions to prevent hate speech, defamation, and

threats to public decency.

The law allows penalties of up to NPR 100,000 (USD

740) and five years in prison for publishing content

deemed harmful to public morality or social harmony.

The ruling comes amid criticism of the Social Media

Bill, which proposes even stricter penalties, including

fines of up to NPR 10 million (USD 74,000) for non-

compliant platforms and prison sentences for

spreading misleading information. The government

argues that such regulations are necessary for

accountability, though critics see them as potential

threats to free expression. [The Kathmandu Post]
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Nepal: Five firms compete for multi-

million-dollar e-passport contract

(lm) Five international security printing companies

have submitted bids for Nepal’s new e-passport

contract, valued at NPR 12 billion (USD 90 million). The

winning bidder will supply 6.4 million passports over

the next five years.

The Department of Passports (DOP) opened the bid

documents on February 21, with Malaysia-based IRIS

Corporation Berhad, France-based IDEMIA, and

Germany-based Muhlbauer Group competing for the

first package, which covers eMRTD systems, including

pre-enrollment, data management, and delivery. The

second package, involving the supply of eMRTD

booklets with personalization and quality control, saw

bids from IDEMIA, Poland-based Polska Wytwornia

Papierow Wartosciowych S.A, Germany-based Veridos,

and Muhlbauer Group. IDEMIA and Muhlbauer Group

are competing in both categories.

IDEMIA has been Nepal’s passport supplier since the

transition from handwritten to machine-readable

passports in 2010 and has continued printing e-

passports since winning the last bid in 2020. The DOP

aims to finalize the new contract quickly as Nepal’s

current passport stock is depleting, with fewer than

one million remaining across various categories.

A bid evaluation committee led by DOP Director

General Tirtha Raj Aryal is assessing the proposals. The

technical assessment is expected to conclude in 15

days, after which financial bids will be reviewed. The

entire selection process is anticipated to be completed

within 45 days. [The Kathmandu Post]

Nepal: Protests against Pathibhara cable

car escalate, clashes erupt, prohibitory

order imposed

(lm) Violent clashes have erupted in Taplejung as

protests against the Pathibhara cable car project

intensify, leading to multiple injuries and a prohibitory

order in key areas. The demonstrations, led by the ‘No

Cable Car’ group, have drawn support from indigenous

activists, political groups, and identity-based

movements, who argue that the project threatens the

cultural and environmental integrity of the Pathibhara

region, which is known as Mukkumlung to the Limbu

people.
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On February 22, clashes broke out between protesters

and security forces in Phungling following a torch rally,

leaving several injured. The next day, additional

confrontations led to three protesters being

hospitalized in Dharan, while nine others received

treatment in Taplejung District Hospital. Nine police

personnel were also injured. In response, authorities

banned gatherings, rallies, and demonstrations

indefinitely in key areas of Phungling and Kaflepati to

prevent further violence. [The Kathmandu Post 1] [The

Kathmandu Post 2] [The Kathmandu Post 3] [The

Kathmandu Post 4]

The protests gained momentum after the government

failed to honor a six-point agreement signed on

February 4, which had temporarily halted construction.

Protesters demand high-level ministerial talks, refusing

to negotiate with the existing government delegation.

To increase pressure, demonstrators conducted

symbolic atonement rituals and launched a three-day

protest trek, joined by leaders of identity-based

political movements, including Rastriya Mukti Party’s

Rajendra Mahato.

Critics argue that ethnic activists involved in the Koshi

Province naming dispute—who had earlier protested

against the province being named ‘Koshi’ instead of

reflecting the identities of the Limbu, Rai, and other

indigenous groups—are now using the Pathibhara

issue to stay politically relevant. The Nepal government

and some officials, including Internal Affairs and Law

Minister Rewati Raman Bhandari, claim that activists

have shifted their focus from the Koshi issue to the

cable car dispute. However, representatives of the

movement deny this, arguing that the cable car

protests align with their broader identity-based

agenda. [The Kathmandu Post 5]

The cable car project, spanning 2.7 kilometers from

Kaflepati to the Pathibhara temple, is backed by IME

Group, led by Chandra Dhakal. Protesters argue that

large infrastructure projects in the shrine area would

alter its sacred nature and disrupt local livelihoods.

They insist the name Pathibhara be changed back to

Mukkumlung to preserve the indigenous Limbu

heritage.

Despite ongoing demonstrations, security forces have

secured the construction site with barbed wire, and

work continues under heavy protection. The

government has urged protesters to resume

negotiations, but tensions remain high as both sides

brace for further escalation. [The Kathmandu Post ]
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Nepal: Transitional justice process stalled

as government delays appointments

(lm) Nepal's transitional justice process remains in

limbo as the government has failed to appoint new

office bearers for the Truth and Reconciliation

Commission (TRC) and the Commission of Investigation

on Enforced Disappeared Persons (CIEDP). The process

has been stalled for over two months since the

previous recommendation committee, led by former

Chief Justice Om Prakash Mishra, failed to select new

leadership for the two commissions before its tenure

ended in December 2024.

Despite repeated assurances from Prime Minister KP

Sharma Oli and senior political leaders, there has been

no concrete progress in forming a new

recommendation committee. Victims of the decade-

long Maoist insurgency have expressed frustration

over the delay, accusing political parties of prioritizing

their own interests over justice. The Supreme Court

had previously ruled that the government could not

leave the commissions vacant indefinitely, yet no

appointments have been made since the commissions

became inactive in July 2022.

The National Human Rights Commission (NHRC) has

initiated discussions to pressure the government into

resuming the appointment process. Meanwhile,

conflict victims are planning protests to demand

immediate action. Experts warn that prolonged delays

will further erode trust in the justice system and

undermine Nepal’s political accountability.

While government advisers claim that efforts are

underway to form a new selection committee, no

timeline has been set for its establishment, prolonging

uncertainty for thousands of victims awaiting justice.

[The Kathmandu Post]

Nepal: Protests erupt over handling of

alleged gang rape and death case

(lm) Protesters gathered in Maitighar, Kathmandu,

demanding justice for a 17-year-old girl from Siraha

district, who was allegedly abducted and gang-raped

on February 9. Activists condemned law enforcement’s

inaction and accused local authorities of attempting to

cover up the crime through a panchayat (informal

settlement) instead of ensuring legal prosecution.

According to the victim's family, she was missing for six

hours before being found crying outside her home.
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Rather than filing a gang-rape case, local leaders held a

panchayat on February 12, but hours later, she was

found hanging under suspicious circumstances. While

the family sought charges of rape, police instead

registered the case as incitement to suicide, and no

arrests have been made regarding the assault

allegations.

Amid growing criticism, the Madhesh Province Police

Office has formed a five-member investigation

committee to probe the case. Human rights groups,

including Amnesty International Nepal and the

Feminist Dalit Organisation (FEDO), condemned the

authorities’ handling of the case and demanded the

immediate arrest of the accused.

Lawmaker Samjhana Thapaliya raised the issue in

Parliament, urging the Home Ministry to ensure strict

legal action. Activists argue that the incident reflects

systemic failures in addressing caste and gender-based

violence in Nepal. [The Kathmandu Post]

Nepal: NHRC receives report on child

abuse allegations against CPN-UML

lawmaker

(lm) Kathmandu Metropolitan City has submitted a

120-page investigation report to the National Human

Rights Commission (NHRC) regarding allegations that

Lumbini Provincial Assembly lawmaker Rekha Kumari

Sharma detained a 14-year-old girl and forced her into

domestic work.

The case gained attention after government attorneys

declined to pursue charges against Sharma, allegedly

due to pressure from the ruling Communist Party of

Nepal-Unified Marxist Leninist (CPN-UML). The NHRC

has vowed to ensure accountability through legal

proceedings.

The girl was rescued by Kathmandu Metropolitan City

officials on May 27, 2024, following a survey assessing

the conditions of children in non-family households.

She reported being forced to cook, clean, and work in

the garden, while also suffering physical abuse.

Despite the metropolis alerting the police and the

Attorney General’s Office, both the Kathmandu District

and Patan High Government Attorney’s Offices opted

not to move forward with prosecution. [The

Kathmandu Post]
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Nepal: Government and power utility

clash over industrial tariff arrears

(lm/rs) Tensions between Nepal's Ministry of Energy

and the Nepal Electricity Authority (NEA) have

escalated, with Minister Deepak Khadka accusing NEA

Executive Director Kulman Ghising of acting arbitrarily,

particularly regarding the collection of NPR 8 billion

(USD 59.2 million) in unpaid industrial power tariffs.

The government had ordered the NEA to collect the

dues, but disagreements over billing methods—

whether to use Time of Month (ToM) or Time of Day

(ToD) meters—have delayed the resolution. A

government-formed committee, tasked with reviewing

the billing dispute, has struggled to operate due to a

lack of cooperation from the NEA. While the NEA

board, led by Ghising, has questioned the legitimacy of

the committee, the government insists it was formed

through a Cabinet decision.

In addition, Khadka criticized Ghising for making

unilateral decisions without consulting the board,

which he said was detrimental to governance. He also

emphasized that Nepal’s end of load-shedding was due

to electricity imports from India and not solely

attributed to Ghising’s efforts. [Ratopati]

The ongoing dispute has left industrial tariff arrears

unresolved, further straining relations between the

government and the NEA. [The Kathmandu Post]

Nepal: Delays and disruptions plague

major road and highway projects

(lm) Several key infrastructure projects across Nepal

are facing significant delays, raising concerns about

missed deadlines, financial mismanagement, and

public inconvenience.

The Kathmandu-Tarai Expressway, a high-priority

project led by the Nepal Army, remains far behind

schedule, with physical progress at just 38.26 percent

and financial progress at 39.84 percent as of mid-

January. Despite multiple deadline extensions, the

army now warns that further delays are likely due to

land acquisition issues in Khokana, tree clearance

difficulties, and weather-related disruptions. The 70.9

km highway, which aims to connect Kathmandu to

Nijgadh in an hour, was initially expected to be

completed in 2021, but the deadline has now been

pushed to April 2027. The Khokana land dispute

remains a major obstacle, as locals oppose the

https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-stdtujd-l-yht/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-stdtujd-l-yhi/


acquisition of over 36 hectares of land due to multiple

overlapping projects, including a proposed outer ring

road, a smart city, and a transmission line. [The

Kathmandu Post 1]

Meanwhile, the BP Highway, heavily damaged by

floods and landslides in September 2024, remains in

poor condition, with only temporary repairs underway.

Dust, potholes, and unstable tracks make travel

hazardous, sparking fears that the road may become

impassable during the upcoming monsoon season.

Japan, which originally funded the highway’s

construction, has been requested to assist with its

reconstruction. [The Kathmandu Post 2]

In Saptari, the Rajbiraj-Bhardaha road project has

become a source of frustration, with construction

progress at just 15 percent, despite multiple deadline

extensions. Locals have staged repeated protests,

citing severe traffic disruptions, health hazards from

dust, and increased accidents due to the incomplete

road and drainage system. Officials have warned the

contractor, Sah Engineering Construction Pvt Ltd, that

failure to accelerate work could lead to the forfeiture

of their security deposit. [The Kathmandu Post 3]

Further delays are also affecting Prithvi Highway,

where a 500-meter section in Tanahun will face

intermittent closures for a month due to road

construction. Traffic disruptions are expected, with

small vehicles advised to take alternative routes. [The

Kathmandu Post 4]

Nepal: DIG-led panel investigates APF

inspector's death amid allegations of

abetment

(lm) A five-member committee led by Deputy Inspector

General (DIG) Laxman Singh has been formed to

investigate the death of Armed Police Force (APF)

Inspector Santoshi Mahat, who was found hanging in a

barrack. The APF headquarters launched the probe

after Mahat’s family filed a complaint accusing her

senior officer of abetting her suicide. The complaint

was lodged with Kaski Police, prompting an internal

inquiry. [The Kathmandu Post]

Nepal: Surge in fire incidents leaves 22

dead, 87 injured in a month
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(lm) A total of 22 people have died and 87 others have

been injured in fire-related incidents across Nepal

from January 14 to February 12, as the country

grapples with a prolonged dry season. The fires have

destroyed millions of rupees worth of property,

including 68 houses, 66 sheds, and 247 cattle.

According to Nepal Police, fire-related casualties have

been recorded in multiple districts, with 11 men, 10

women, and one child among the dead. Data from the

National Disaster Risk Reduction and Management

Authority (NDRRMA) indicates that since the beginning

of 2025, 25 people have died, 125 have been injured,

and 619 fire incidents—including 260 forest fires—

have been recorded.

Hospitals have reported an overwhelming number of

burn victims, with intensive care unit (ICU) beds

consistently occupied. Doctors cite various causes for

the fires, including gas explosions, bonfires used for

warmth, and widespread forest fires. Despite the rising

number of cases, medical professionals stress the

need for improved infrastructure and additional

resources to handle burn victims.

Experts warn that with continued dry weather

conditions, Nepal could face an even higher risk of fire-

related disasters in the coming months. [The

Kathmandu Post]

Pakistan: Supreme Court to hear Imran

Khan’s petitions on election rigging and

May 9th events

(afk) Pakistan's Supreme Court is set to hear ex-Prime

Minister Imran Khan’s petitions on February 28, which

seek the formation of a judicial committee to

investigate the events of May 9, 2023, and claims of

election interference during the February 8 general

elections. These petitions, filed by Khan’s party,

Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI), demand an impartial

investigation into the mass protests and riots that

occurred after Khan's arrest, which led to clashes with

police and attacks on military targets. The government

charged PTI officials and supporters under anti-terror

laws, with widespread arrests following the unrest.

[The News International]

In a related development, leaders of the PTI met Chief

Justice Yahya Afridi last week to discuss judicial

reforms, alleged political interference in the judiciary,

and the treatment of jailed party founder Khan. The

meeting followed Afridi’s recent engagement with
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Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif, where he sought

bipartisan input on judicial reforms.

PTI leaders raised concerns over "court-packing" at the

Supreme Court, a term referring to expanding the

number of judges to shift ideological balance. The

party opposed Afridi’s recent appointment of eight

new judges, arguing that such decisions should be

postponed until cases challenging the 26th

Constitutional Amendment are resolved. Passed in

October 2024, the amendment introduced major

judicial reforms, including allowing a parliamentary

committee to appoint the chief justice, capping the

chief justice’s tenure at three years, and revoking the

Supreme Court’s suo motu powers to take action

without a formal case.

In a follow-up to Khan's letter to Afridi, PTI leaders

urged the chief justice to ensure fair judicial

appointments and address seniority disputes among

Islamabad High Court (IHC) judges. They also raised

concerns about military court trials, restricted access

to Khan and his wife, and alleged mistreatment of

party members. The discussion extended to broader

issues, including missing persons, lawlessness, and the

security situation in Balochistan. [DAWN 1] [The

Express Tribune] [Arab News]

Meanwhile, PTI leader Junaid Akbar filed a petition in

the IHC, seeking permission to visit Khan in jail,

accusing authorities of violating access protocols. He

also hinted at possible political negotiations with

Maulana Fazlur Rehman, subject to Khan’s approval.

Punjab Information Minister Azma Bokhari dismissed

PTI’s concerns as political theatrics, denying any

restrictions on Khan.

PTI’s Barrister Muhammad Ali Saif alleged that the

government was violating court orders and human

rights, saying the restrictions were an attempt to

pressure Khan into a political deal.

The Supreme Court later issued a statement

confirming that the meeting took place, underscoring

the need to make judicial reform a "Minimum

Common National Agenda" with broad political

support. [DAWN 2]

Pakistan: Protesters demand

compensation for land acquired for

Diamer-Bhasha dam in Gilgit-Baltistan

(lm) Hundreds of locals in Gilgit-Baltistan (GB), a

northern Pakistani region administered as a semi-
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autonomous territory, continue their sit-in protest for

the fifth consecutive day, demanding compensation for

land acquired for the construction of the Diamer-

Bhasha dam. The demonstrators, gathered in Chilas,

insist that the federal government-owned Water and

Power Development Authority (WAPDA) honor

previous agreements, reassess land compensation

rates based on current market values, and ensure that

every married couple is included in the Household

Resettlement Package, known as the Chulha Package.

The Diamer-Bhasha dam, set to be completed by 2028-

29, is a USD 12-14 billion project aimed at generating

4,500 megawatts (MW) of electricity and enhancing

water regulation for agricultural land. However, it is

expected to displace over 4,200 families and submerge

a section of the Karakoram Highway to China. The

protesters, backed by civil society, political parties, and

traders, have warned that they will march to the dam

site and halt construction if their demands are not

met.

In response, Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif has formed

a seven-member committee led by the Minister for

Kashmir Affairs, GB, and Safron to assess and address

the protesters' grievances. The committee includes key

federal and provincial officials, as well as the chairman

of WAPDA. GB Information Minister Eman Shah

acknowledged that the demonstrators' concerns were

legitimate, emphasizing that the project falls under the

federal government's jurisdiction.

China has been involved in Pakistan’s hydropower

development under the Belt and Road Initiative (BRI),

though funding details for the Diamer-Bhasha dam

remain uncertain. While Pakistan estimates a 40,000

MW hydropower potential, international funding

challenges—partly due to India's objections—have

stalled progress. With growing climate-related water

issues, Islamabad sees the dam as crucial for energy

security and irrigation expansion, but local resistance

over compensation remains a key challenge. [Arab

News]

Pakistan: Prime Minister looks to expedite

effective measures on “missing persons”

(sn) Pakistan’s Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif

expressed his mission to expedite effective measures

to address cases relating to “missing persons.” The

comment was made during a discussion on Pakistan’s

justice system, which the prime minister held in

conjunction with Chief Justice Yahya Afridi at the Chief

Justice House in Islamabad. 
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Instances of missing individuals have become frequent

in recent years, with political workers, professionals,

and rights activists often being kidnapped from the

southwestern Balochistan provinces and the

northwestern Khyber Pakhtunkhwa (KP) areas.

Pakistani security agencies have often been blamed for

the kidnappings, though they deny their involvement,

as well as their lack of official reasoning or explanation

surrounding the disappearances. 

In a 2024 report, 10,285 missing person cases had

been registered since January 2018, with only 4,514

individuals returning home. In addition, 1,551 cases

had been closed, 1,002 people were in internment

centers, 671 were in various prisons, and 277 bodies

were recovered. A Commission of Inquiry of Enforced

Disappearances (COIOED) was established in 2011 to

better govern missing persons in Pakistan. [Arab News]

The meeting was also attended by prominent ministers

in economic and legal affairs, as discussions sought to

improve judicial and economic systems. Afridi

welcomed government input on the reform agenda

and on the upcoming meeting of the National Judicial

Policy Making Committee (NJPMC). Though input will

be well received, the chief justice clarified that the

NJPMC, in conjunction with the high courts, will make

all final decisions. 

Afridi has previously stated that he will seek bipartisan

support on his reform programme, seeking input from

the opposition government. Sharif stated his wish for

long-pending tax disputes to be handled through case-

by-case merit-based decisions while praising Afridi for

his mission to promote transparency and public trust

through the Pakistani judiciary. [The News

International]

Pakistan: Telecommunication authority

starts granting licenses to VPN service

providers

(lm/mra/sn) Pakistan's telecommunication authority,

the Pakistan Telecommunication Authority (PTA), has

begun granting licenses to virtual private network

(VPN) service providers. This move is aimed at ensuring

businesses can use VPN services for "lawful purposes"

while maintaining data security and privacy. The PTA

has approved the licenses for two companies to offer

VPN services in the country.

Last year, Pakistan cracked down on unregistered

VPNs as part of an effort to deter militants and other

individuals from using VPNs to conceal their identities
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and spread illegal content online, including "anti-state

propaganda" and "blasphemous" material. The

government had instructed businesses, freelancers,

and IT companies to register their VPNs, threatening to

block unregistered services.

While the government claims the measures are

necessary to protect against misuse, digital rights

activists argue that the move is an attempt to restrict

users' access to tools that bypass online censorship

and stifle criticism. The increase in VPN use in Pakistan

last year coincided with the government's ban on the

social media platform X following allegations of rigging

in the 2024 general elections. Digital rights groups

have expressed concerns over the broader digital

crackdown, which includes the implementation of a

nationwide firewall to block malicious content and

monitor activities related to "anti-state propaganda"

and terrorism.

The Pakistan Software Houses Association (P@SHA)

warned that restrictions on VPN services and internet

slowdowns could lead to significant financial losses for

the IT industry, potentially increasing operational costs

by up to USD 150 million annually. [Arab News 1]

In related updates, Pakistan Telecommunication

Company Limited (PTCL) has successfully connected

the country to the Africa-1 submarine cable system, a

high-capacity 10,000-kilometer cable linking Karachi to

key locations, including Saudi Arabia, the UAE, Egypt,

and France. This project, expected to be operational by

early 2026, is part of Pakistan’s broader strategy to

boost its digital infrastructure under its 'Digital Vision

2030'. It aims to foster innovation, increase global

competitiveness, and improve internet services,

particularly benefiting businesses and consumers

across the nation. [The Express Tribune] [DAWN]

Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif has also announced

plans to improve telecommunication services,

especially in remote areas, to support Pakistan's

growing IT sector and empower freelancers. This

initiative is intended to increase IT exports and create

sustainable economic development by leveraging local

industries and expanding access to technology.

Despite the benefits, the government's stricter

measures on VPNs and the planned national firewall

have been met with backlash, particularly from the IT

industry, with concerns over potential disruptions and

increased operational costs. [Arab News 2]

Pakistan: Energy sector reform underway

as government introduces new policies
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(sn/mra/afk) Pakistan's Petroleum Minister Musadik

Malik has announced a significant step towards

boosting the country’s energy sector by offering 40

offshore and 31 onshore blocks for oil and gas

exploration. The government is also focusing on

energy liberalization, electrification, and indigenization,

aiming to improve access to energy, affordability, and

sustainability. This initiative comes during the "30th

Annual Technical Conference and Oil Show," which

highlighted opportunities for energy exploration and

the use of renewable resources. Pakistan is working to

increase local energy production to lower energy

prices, especially for disadvantaged communities. The

country is seeking to attract foreign investment to

stimulate energy production. [Arab News 1]

Additionally, Malik revealed that the government has

deregulated fuel prices, allowing Oil Marketing

Companies (OMCs) to sell oil at lower prices. However,

a price cap will be maintained to protect consumers

from inflated prices. [The Nation]

This move, meant to modernize and develop the

energy sector, was met with strong backlash from the

All-Pakistan Petroleum Dealers Association (PPDA),

which warned of market monopolization and potential

nationwide strikes. The PPDA criticized the lack of

consultation with local stakeholders and the impact on

Pakistani refineries, questioning the transparency of

the new policy. [Arab News 2] [The Express Tribune]

In line with energy sector reforms, Pakistan has also

unveiled a new energy policy aimed at attracting USD 5

billion in investment through public-private

partnerships. The policy aims to address challenges

like circular debt and transmission losses and includes

provisions for private sector involvement and

competitive bidding for future gas discoveries. [Daily

Times]

On the power sector front, Pakistan's government has

successfully negotiated USD 5.6 billion in savings from

independent power producers (IPPs) through tariff

revisions and contract terminations. These savings are

expected to be passed on to consumers, and the

government is renegotiating contracts to stabilize the

power industry for the next few years. The

privatization of several electric supply companies is

also underway, with plans to transition agricultural

tube wells in Balochistan to solar power as part of a

broader strategy to improve energy infrastructure.

[DAWN] [The Express Tribune]
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Pakistan: Saudi Wafi Energy expands

investment as finance minister pledges

support for foreign investors

(lm) Pakistan’s Finance Minister Muhammad

Aurangzeb has assured full government support for

foreign investors following discussions with senior

officials from Saudi Arabia’s Wafi Energy Pakistan and

Asyad Holdings Group, who signaled plans for

expanding their investments in Pakistan. The meeting,

held in Islamabad, emphasized fostering a business-

friendly environment and strengthening economic ties

between the two nations.

Wafi Energy, an affiliate of the Asyad Group, became

the majority shareholder of Shell Pakistan Limited

(SPL) in November 2024, acquiring an 87.78 percent

stake. The company has since reported a profit of PKR

3.3 billion (USD 11.8 million) for 2024, despite a decline

from the previous year due to a one-time waiver of

liabilities in 2023. Wafi Energy has expanded its market

share in lubricants, formed partnerships in the Thar

Coal Project, and secured a win in the Saindak Gold

and Copper mining project. The company also

introduced 16 new mobility sites and rebuilt nine

existing ones, boosting its convenience retail business

by 28 percent year-on-year.

During the meeting, Aurangzeb discussed his recent

visit to Saudi Arabia for the AlUla Conference 2025 and

highlighted Saudi Arabia’s advancements in economic

diversification and infrastructure development. The

Saudi delegation expressed confidence in Pakistan’s

economic recovery, emphasizing that the country

hosts their largest investments and remains a key

focus for future growth, particularly in the downstream

petroleum sector and energy infrastructure.

Pakistan has been actively working to attract foreign

investment through the Special Investment Facilitation

Council (SIFC), a civil-military hybrid body established

in June 2023 to streamline international investments.

Since its formation, Pakistan has secured multi-billion-

dollar agreements with Saudi Arabia, UAE, Azerbaijan,

Türkiye, and China, focusing on energy, infrastructure,

real estate, agriculture, and trade. With Pakistan

stabilizing its economy following a near-default in

2023, officials hope to leverage foreign capital to drive

sustainable economic growth. [Arab News 1] [Arab

News 2]

Pakistan: Finance minister acknowledges

setbacks in privatization, reaffirms
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commitment to reforms

(sn) Pakistan's Minister for Finance and Revenue,

Muhammad Aurangzeb, acknowledged setbacks in the

country's privatization efforts, particularly the

unsuccessful attempt to sell Pakistan International

Airlines (PIA) in 2024. Despite these challenges, he

affirmed the government's commitment to advancing

privatization, which is part of the International

Monetary Fund (IMF) structural reform requirements.

The government's push to privatize state-owned

enterprises (SOEs) aims to reduce the financial strain

they place on the national economy. The PIA

privatization attempt last year failed after the final

round of bidding saw only one offer of PKR 10 billion

(USD 36 million) for a 60 percent stake—far below the

government's minimum price of PKR 85 billion (USD

297 million). Consequently, the government rejected

the bid, citing non-compliance with financial

expectations.

Aurangzeb emphasized the government's plan to

reduce its role in commercial enterprises, advocating

for private sector leadership in the economy. He also

outlined structural reforms currently underway,

including a focus on digitizing the tax system to

incorporate all businesses into an equitable tax

framework and restore public trust in tax authorities.

The government anticipates that PIA's privatization

prospects will improve following the resumption of

European flights in January 2025, which were

suspended in June 2020 due to safety concerns. [Arab

News]

Pakistan: Prime Minister discusses digital

currency and economic growth

(afk/sn) During a meeting of the Economic Advisory

Council, Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif announced

ongoing consultations on regulating digital currency in

Pakistan. He underlined the government's dedication

to regional commerce, economic stability, and

increasing IT exports through the development of

green data centers and better telecommunications

services. [Pakistan Observer]

Key players including Jahangir Khan Tareen, Ahsan

Iqbal, and Rana Tanveer Hussain attended the

meeting, which focused on the effects of anti-

smuggling policies, economic growth, and increased

exports. Participants commended the government's
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measures, pointing out that investor confidence and

business conditions had improved.

Shehbaz Sharif reiterated the government's goals,

which include improving global competitiveness,

creating jobs, and developing the industrial and

agricultural sectors. He pledged to keep putting

measures for sustainable growth into place and

emphasized that economic advancement is a team

effort. [Pakistan Today]

In separate news, the State Bank of Pakistan (SBP)

awarded Mashreq Bank Pakistan Limited (MBPL) its

first restricted digital retail banking (DRB) license,

allowing the company to offer digital banking services

across the nation. This news follows Easypaisa’s DRB

license in recent weeks, which was the first official DRB

provision.

The SBP received significant interest in DRB and Digitial

Full Bank (DFB) licenses, with roughly 20 applications

submitted by financial institutions. In 2022, the SBP

introduced five full-fledged licenses for digital banks,

including Easypaisa Bank Limited, Mashreq Bank

Pakistan Limited, HugoBank Limited, KT Bank Limited,

and Raqami Islamic Digital Bank Limited (RIDBL).

[Business Recorder]

Pakistan: Government plans to increase

exports by USD 60 billion

(afk) Under Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif, Pakistan

plans to increase its exports to USD 60 billion in the

next five years through long-term changes to tariff

arrangements, industrial growth, and governance. As

part of the government's five-year national economic

transformation plan (2024-29), Prime Minister Sharif

has made export-driven economic progress a central

tenet of his ‘Uraan Pakistan’ vision.

During a high-level meeting, PM Shehbaz gave his

economic team guidelines to develop an export-

boosting plan. He placed a strong emphasis on raising

industrial productivity, simplifying trade regulations,

and lowering tariffs. Growth in important industries

including information technology, services, and

agriculture would be given top priority by the

government. To further promote export businesses,

particularly knitwear, textiles, and ready-made

clothing, the Export Development Fund will also be

reformed. [The Express Tribune]

The prime minister received an update on the status of

trade reforms from the Ministry of Commerce. It was
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observed that during the previous two years, tariffs

had been progressively lowered. To encourage

exports, the ministry is also holding international trade

exhibitions. The Strategic Trade Policy Framework

2025-30 is currently under development, and the e-

commerce policy is nearing completion and is

anticipated to be submitted to the Cabinet for approval

the following month.

The National Compliance Centre (NCC) was created by

the government to increase the competitiveness of

Pakistani goods in international markets. Assuring

product quality, educating export-oriented enterprises,

and bringing Pakistani goods into compliance with

global norms would be the main objectives of this

centre. By enhancing Pakistani products' standing and

dependability in international trade, these initiatives

seek to increase exports. [Business Recorder]

In a recent interview, Finance Minister Muhammad

Aurangzeb reiterated the government's goal of

increasing exports from USD 30 billion to USD 60

billion in five years by lowering interest rates,

controlling inflation, and implementing prudent

financial policies. He said that the government has

effectively reduced spending and put the welfare of

the people first while turning the double deficit—

current account and fiscal deficit—into a surplus.

Growing regional trade alliances is still a top priority

for long-term, steady economic expansion. [Duniya

News]

Pakistan: Government prioritizes youth

skill development to boost global

employment and remittances

(lm) Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif has reaffirmed his

administration’s commitment to equipping Pakistani

youth with professional skills aligned with international

market demands to enhance overseas employment

opportunities and increase remittance inflows.

During an inter-ministerial review meeting on youth

workforce training, Shehbaz emphasized the need for

expanding vocational and technical training programs,

particularly in health care and information technology,

to meet global industry standards. He also stressed the

importance of increasing nursing training institutions

and ensuring that training curricula match

international requirements.

With remittances playing a crucial role in Pakistan’s

economy, the State Bank of Pakistan reported that

overseas workers sent USD 20.8 billion during July to
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January of fiscal year 2025, marking a 31.7 percent

increase from the previous year. To sustain this

growth, the government aims to boost exports, attract

foreign investment, and send more skilled workers

abroad.

Shehbaz assured that the National Vocational and

Technical Training Commission (NAVTTC) would receive

all necessary funding to expand its initiatives. NAVTTC

has already trained 60,000 youth across various

sectors this year and aims to train 141,000 more by

June 2025, followed by 250,000 in 2026 and 337,000 in

2027. [Arab News]

Pakistan: Watchdog announces cash

rewards for exposing cartels manipulating

markets

(lm) The Competition Commission of Pakistan (CCP)

has introduced a new initiative to reward individuals

who report cartels involved in price manipulation and

market control. The scheme, aimed at promoting

public participation in eliminating illegal practices, will

offer cash rewards ranging from PKR 200,000 (USD

714) to PKR 2,000,000 (USD 7,146) to those who expose

such illegal activities.

This announcement comes ahead of the holy month of

Ramadan, when cartels are known to hoard essential

goods and artificially inflate prices. Cartelization, where

suppliers collude to fix prices and control the supply of

goods and services, has been identified as a major

contributor to unfair price increases and poor product

quality. [Arab News]

Pakistan: 54 killed in Khyber

Pakhtunkhwa as violence surges

(sn) Violence in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa (KP) has

continued to prove problematic for Pakistan as

attempts to abolish terrorism from the Afghanistan

border prove challenging. The previous week has seen

54 individuals killed, comprising militants, civilians, and

security forces. 

This violence began as Pakistani security forces killed

30 militants in the (KP) region. The militants were killed

during an intelligence-based operation in Sararogha,

South Waziristan, after which a sanitization operation

was conducted to secure the area. In the week prior,

Sararogha witnessed the kidnapping of a traders’

https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-stdtujd-l-jrl/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-stdtujd-l-jrr/


union president and two Pakistani Customs officials, of

which the kidnappers remain unidentified. The

growing presence of violence in the region highlights

the need for strategic intervention. [Arab News 1] [ISPR

1]

Violence continued in KP, as security forces killed six

militants during an intelligence-based operation. In the

region of Dera Ismail, another seven militants were

killed in two separate engagements. Four militants

were killed during an intelligence operation in

Daraban, while three were later neutralized in Maddi.

Weaponry and ammunition were resultantly recovered

from the areas. [Business Standard] [ISPR 2]

The day after these events, Pakistani security forces

killed ten militants in the Bagh region. Militancy

continued to spread, reaching the Shadipur area of the

Kohat district, where a terrorist was killed and multiple

arrested after a hand grenade was set on a mobile

police van, injuring a police officer. [ISPR 3] [The Indian

Express] 

In related news, representatives from the Kurram

district released a statement in response to the

increasing violence, assuring the Pakistani government

of their support for peace in the region. The

representatives comprised individuals from Shia and

Sunni tribes, which have recently shown increasingly

hostile relations, particularly in disputes over land and

power. The KP government spokesperson, Muhammad

Ali Saif, conducted the meeting with the

representatives. 

During the meeting, the representatives expressed

their joint commitment to cooperating with security

forces, which included the demolition of bunkers,

denying space to extremists, and the handover of

heavy weaponry. Saif also stated that both parties

requested strict punishments for the miscreants, who

continue to incite regional tensions. [Arab News 2]

Pakistan: Violence and unrest continue in

Balochistan

(sn/afk) Balochistan’s violent week began when an

unidentified group of gunmen killed at least seven

passengers while they were travelling from Quetta to

Faisalabad in southwestern Balochistan. The attackers

reportedly stood at the Balochistan-Punjab highway

before stopping the bus and forcibly offloading

passengers after checking their identity cards. All

seven victims belonged to the Punjab province.  
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In August 2024, nearly two dozen individuals were

killed while travelling in Punjab-bound buses, where

identity cards were also checked before the incident.

Though the attackers are unknown, similar attacks

have been attributed to Baloch separatist factions.

Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif expressed his

condolences over the incident, warning the miscreants

that justice would be served. [Arab News 1]

On February 22, following this incident, unknown

attackers shot and killed two employees at an

embroidery store in Turbat's Star Plus Market. The

victims, Adnan from Buleda and Najeebullah from

Khuzdar, were shot many times, resulting in their

immediate deaths. Although no group has claimed

responsibility, police have described the incident as a

targeted homicide. Following medico-legal procedures,

the bodies were given to their relatives.

News was then released of two strong explosions in

the red zone area of Kharan town, although no

casualties were recorded. Rasool Bakhsh, a native of

Sindh who had been selling local caps in Kharan, was

shot and killed by unidentified assailants in a different

incident. After hitting him in the head, the assailants

ran away. Both instances are under investigation by

the police. [DAWN]

Reports followed of a separate roadside explosion that

injured four parliamentary troops and two civilians in

the Kalat district. The explosion was reportedly

targeted at the convoy that was moving goods from

Quetta to Karachi when the IED exploded in

Mangochar. The injured individuals represent the

Chinese mining firm MCC Resource Development

Limited (MRDL) in Saindak. [Arab News 2]

Multiple violent incidents followed, as six individuals

were killed in four separate engagements. In addition,

armed attackers attempted to kill the Vice Chairman of

the Washuk district in Panjgur, with the attackers

remaining unidentified. The repeated acts of targeted

violence have raised security concerns in the region,

with Balochistan reportedly tightening security across

the province. [The Express Tribune]

Pakistan: Navy holds Sea Guard-25

exercise for key maritime sector

representatives

(lm) The Pakistan Navy launched the Sea Guard-25

exercise in Karachi on February 24, aiming to enhance

coordination among national stakeholders to address

multifaceted challenges in the maritime domain. This
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second exercise in the Sea Guard series will run until

February 28 and involves diverse sectors such as

fisheries, law enforcement agencies, private entities,

and non-profits.

The exercise is designed to strengthen collaboration

among organizations like the Pakistan Maritime

Security Agency, Pakistan Coast Guards, Pakistan

National Shipping Corporation, Anti-Narcotics Force,

Federal Investigation Agency, Karachi Port Trust, and

Port Qasim Authority. It includes both practical

scenario-based exercises at sea and table-top

discussions to improve existing security mechanisms.

The goal of Sea Guard-25 is to operate within the legal

frameworks of participating agencies, using the Joint

Maritime Information Coordination Center (JMICC) as a

platform for better security of Pakistan's maritime

zones. Karachi’s strategic position along the Arabian

Sea makes it vital for safeguarding the nation’s

territorial waters. This exercise follows other recent

multinational naval drills, including AMAN-25 and the

Affaa Al Sahil naval exercise with Saudi Arabia. [Arab

News]

Pakistan: Two mpox cases reported in

Peshawar; first locally transmitted case

reported

(sn) Pakistani authorities have confirmed two new

mpox cases in Peshawar, with one case reported as

the first nationally transmitted case. The cases were

reported by a husband and wife who are currently

receiving medical treatment. All related family

members receive preventative measures and home

isolation to prevent the virus from spreading. 

 Peshawar, located in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa (KP), also

received Pakistan’s first mpox case of 2025. In 2024,

the World Health Organization (WHO) declared a global

health emergency over ‘clade I’, a mutated mpox strain

that emerged in the Democratic Republic of Congo.

The mutation has not yet been reported in Pakistan.

[Arab News]

Seychelles: Third candidate announces

candidacy for 2025 presidential election

(db) In the lead-up to the Seychelles' presidential

election scheduled for September 27, 2025, three

candidates have officially declared their independent
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bids for the nation's highest office: Robin Johnston,

Ralph Volcère, and Alain St Ange.

Robin Johnston, a professional chef who has spent

significant time in Japan, announced his candidacy on

February 20. He emphasizes introducing new ideas

and visions to address what he perceives as the

current government's failures, aiming to make

Seychelles "unique again." Johnston has chosen

Bernard De Lafontaine as his running mate, whom he

plans to introduce formally at a later date. [Seychelles

Nation]

Johnston is already the third individual to announce his

candidacy following Ralph Volcère, a seasoned

journalist who has been involved in exposing alleged

banking scandals in the country, and Alain Saint-Ange,

a former minister who previously ran for president in

the 2020 elections. However, the incumbent President,

Wavel Ramkalawan, has not yet indicated whether he

will seek a second term. Ramkalawan took office on

October 26, 2020, after having been the opposition

leader since 1998. The election date was set by the

National Assembly in May 2024. [franceinfo, in French]

Sri Lanka: Courtroom assassination

exposes underworld ties and security

failures

(db) A gunman disguised as a lawyer fatally shot

alleged gang leader and drug trafficker Ganemulla

Sanjeewa inside the Colombo Magistrate’s Court

during a bail hearing on February 19. The attack has

exposed critical weaknesses in Sri Lanka’s judicial

security system and raised concerns about the reach

of organized crime in the country. [The Hindu] [Daily

Mirror 1]

Ganemulla Sanjeewa, who was being held at the high-

security Boosa Prison and had 19 murder accusations

against him, was brought to court under the protection

of prison officers and 12 Special Task Force (STF)

personnel. However, as he entered the dock, he was

shot at close range by 34-year-old Mohamed Azman

Sheriffdeen, a former Army Commando. Investigations

revealed that Sheriffdeen had posed as a lawyer to

gain entry into the court, while a female accomplice,

also disguised as a lawyer, smuggled the revolver into

the premises hidden inside a hollowed-out book. [Daily

Mirror 2] [Daily Mirror 3]

Sheriffdeen fled the crime scene but was captured by

the STF hours later. Police also arrested a 25-year-old

officer from the Negombo Police Station, who is
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suspected of aiding the female accomplice. She

remains at large, and authorities have issued a reward

for information on her whereabouts. Investigators

suspect she is connected to drug trafficking and

planned the assassination with underworld figure

Manudinu Pathmasiri Perera, alias Kehelbaddara

Padme, who is currently based in Dubai. [Daily Mirror

4] [Daily Mirror 5]

Further police investigations revealed that Sheriffdeen

had also committed a double murder on Watarappala

Road in Dehiwala-Mount Lavinia on January 7. He and

his accomplices are believed to have ties to multiple

underworld networks operating in Sri Lanka.

The attack has exposed major security vulnerabilities

at the Hulftsdorp Court Complex and raised concerns

about the reach of organized crime within law

enforcement. Main opposition Samagi Jana

Balawegaya MP Rohana Bandara claimed that

intelligence agencies had prior knowledge of the

attack, specifically identifying the female suspect, yet

failed to act. The revelation has intensified criticism of

Sri Lanka’s security apparatus. Chief Government Whip

Nalinda Jayatissa confirmed that several judiciary

officials would be questioned regarding the security

lapse. [Daily Mirror 6] [Daily Mirror 7]

President Anura Kumara Dissanayake acknowledged

that organized crime had infiltrated public security

institutions and launched an investigation to

determine whether recent underworld activities were

merely gang rivalries or driven by external forces.

Public Security Minister Ananda Wijepala admitted that

political patronage had shielded criminal networks for

decades but insisted that the current administration

provides no such protection. [Daily Mirror 8] [Daily

Mirror 9] [Daily Mirror 10] [Daily Mirror 11]

According to Acting Inspector General of Police (IGP)

Priyantha Weerasooriya, authorities have identified 58

active organized crime gangs and 1,400 associates. So

far this year, 22 individuals have been killed in gang-

related violence, including 17 by gunfire. Investigations

have led to the arrest of 11 police and military

personnel linked to underworld activities. Authorities

have also launched a firearm retrieval program,

offering rewards for information leading to the

recovery of weapons. [Daily Mirror 12]

Amid rising concerns, Speaker Jagath Wickramaratne

has directed the Acting IGP to enhance security for all

MPs following opposition demands for protection. The

government has also introduced stricter security

protocols, including mandatory inspections for lawyers

and deploying armed guards for high-risk suspects in
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court proceedings. The Justice Ministry is planning

long-term security upgrades using modern surveillance

technology. [Daily Mirror 13] [Daily Mirror 14] [Daily

Mirror 15]

The government faces mounting pressure to address

the growing influence of organized crime, with

opposition MPs questioning how an assailant could

bypass heavy security at one of the country’s most

protected institutions. The incident has reignited fears

over the state’s ability to control criminal networks

operating within and beyond Sri Lanka’s borders. [Ada

Derana] [Daily News]

Sri Lanka: Election Commission moves

forward with Local Government polls

amid delays

(lm) The Election Commission has agreed to hold the

postponed Local Government (LG) elections at the

earliest possible date, following discussions with

representatives from the ruling National People's

Power (NPP) alliance, including Tilvin Silva, General

Secretary of the Janatha Vimukthi Peramuna (JVP) party

of President Anura Kumara Dissanayake. Silva accused

certain political parties of attempting to delay the

elections despite the necessary legal framework being

in place, arguing that further postponements would be

undemocratic. [Daily Mirror 1]

Meanwhile, the Election Commission has called on

candidates who paid deposits for the previously

postponed elections to apply for reimbursement by

February 28. Commissioner General of Elections

Saman Sri Ratnayake confirmed that reimbursements

will be processed under the Local Government

Elections (Special Provisions) Bill, recently passed in

Parliament. The decision is aimed at facilitating the

nomination process for new elections under the

revised regulations. [Daily Mirror 2]

Additionally, the Minister of Provincial Councils and

Local Government, A.H.M.H. Abeyratne, has issued a

gazette notification mandating that the new term of

334 local government bodies must commence by June

2, 2025. This development signals that preparations for

holding the long-delayed elections are progressing,

aligning with legal requirements and Supreme Court

decisions on the matter. [Daily Mirror 3]
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Sri Lanka: Supreme Court sets hearing

dates for petitions challenging police

chief’s appointment

(lm) The Supreme Court has scheduled hearings for

nine Fundamental Rights petitions challenging the

appointment of Deshabandu Tennakoon as Inspector

General of Police (IGP). A five-judge bench, comprising

Justices Preethi Padman Surasena, Yasantha

Kodagoda, A.H.M.D. Nawaz, Shiran Goonaratne, and

Achala Wengappuli, set the arguments for May 6, 7,

and 8. The court had previously issued an interim

order preventing Tennakoon from exercising the

powers and responsibilities of the IGP position. [Daily

Mirror]

Tennakoon began his career in 1998 and held various

positions, including Senior Deputy Inspector General in

charge of the Western Province. His tenure as IGP,

starting on February 26, 2024, was marked by

controversy, leading to his suspension on July 24, 2024.

The suspension was a result of a Supreme Court

interim order in response to nine Fundamental Rights

petitions challenging his appointment. Petitioners,

including Cardinal Malcolm Ranjith and victims of the

Easter Sunday attacks, alleged that Tennakoon's

appointment violated constitutional rights and cited

his alleged involvement in incidents like the Easter

Sunday attacks and the May 2022 'Gotagogama'

protest site events.

Sri Lanka: Speaker appoints Committee

on Constitutional Affairs

(lm) Speaker Jagath Wickramaratne has announced the

formation of a Committee on Constitutional Affairs,

which he will chair. The committee includes Prime

Minister Harini Amarasuriya, Opposition Leader Sajith

Premadasa, Leader of the House Bimal Ratnayake, and

MPs Harshana Nanayakkara, Pathmanathan

Sathyalingam, and Nihal Abeysinghe. [Daily Mirror]

Sri Lanka: Government to introduce new

anti-terrorism bill

(lm) In response to longstanding domestic and

international criticism of the Prevention of Terrorism

Act (PTA), Sri Lanka's government has announced plans

to introduce a new Anti-Terrorism Bill. The PTA,

enacted in 1979 as a temporary measure, has been

widely condemned for enabling human rights abuses,
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including prolonged detention without charge and

torture. Despite previous assurances to repeal or

amend the PTA, such as the inadequate amendments

proposed in 2021, the legislation remains in effect. The

proposed Anti-Terrorism Bill aims to replace the PTA;

however, critics argue that earlier drafts of the bill

failed to address key human rights concerns and may

perpetuate existing issues

The government's current initiative to draft new

legislation, led by legal expert Rinzie Alsakularatne,

seeks to create a legal framework that aligns with

international human rights standards. [Daily Mirror]

Sri Lanka: Court rejects objections in

Treasury Bill case against Cabraal, others

(lm) The Colombo High Court has dismissed

preliminary objections raised by former Central Bank

Governor Ajith Nivard Cabraal and four others in a

case concerning the purchase of Treasury Bills in 2012.

The defense had challenged the validity of the

indictments, but High Court Judge R.S.S. Sapuvida ruled

in favor of proceeding with the case.

The Bribery Commission filed indictments against the

five accused, alleging that their actions resulted in a

financial loss of LKR 1.84 billion (USD 6.26 million) to

the government. The court scheduled the next hearing

for April 4. [Daily Mirror]

Sri Lanka: MP Archchuna under

parliamentary review

(lm) The Parliamentary Privilege Committee is set to

review complaints against Jaffna District MP

Ramanathan Archchuna following an investigation by a

three-member committee. Speaker Jagath

Wickramaratne confirmed that the findings would be

submitted for further action. [Daily Mirror 1]

Meanwhile, Archchuna has requested security

protection, citing threats he received in Jaffna. His

concerns were heightened after a shooting at the

Hulftsdorp Court complex, prompting him to appeal to

the Public Security Minister for protection, particularly

during public sessions. The Deputy Speaker assured

that the matter would be referred to the Speaker.

[Daily Mirror 2]

These latest developments take place against the

backdrop of a series of controversies surrounding
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Archchuna. Recently, he was accused of assaulting two

individuals at a hotel in Jaffna, leading to an ongoing

police investigation [see AiR No. 7, February/2025, 3].

Earlier this year, he admitted to appointing a relative

as a research officer in Parliament while keeping the

salary for personal use, sparking public outrage. He

has also faced legal trouble, including a recent arrest

for allegedly obstructing police duties and a 2021

assault case that led to a warrant for his arrest in late

2024. Additionally, he has been criticized for

demanding preferential treatment at Jaffna Teaching

Hospital, which resulted in a court order limiting his

access unless for medical purposes [see AiR No. 6,

February/2025, 2].

Sri Lanka: Deputy Minister’s remark draw

public backlash

(lm) Public Security and Parliamentary Affairs Deputy

Minister Sunil Watagala faced criticism after he was

overheard calling his driver ‘Buruwa’ (donkey) while

summoning his vehicle at the Hulftsdorp Court

complex. The Deputy Minister was at the court

regarding a case linked to a recent shooting incident.

The remark, captured on video, drew public backlash,

as it was widely seen as demeaning. When asked by

journalists about public safety concerns, Watagala did

not respond and instead called out for his driver using

the insult. [Daily Mirror 1]

Cabinet spokesman and Minister Nalinda Jayatissa

later addressed the controversy, expressing regret

over Watagala’s comment. Speaking at the weekly

media briefing, Jayatissa acknowledged the stress of

the situation but said the remark was inappropriate.

[Daily Mirror 2]

Sri Lanka: NPP MP denies being barred

from speaking to media

(lm) Ruling National People’s Power (NPP) alliance MP

Nilanthi Kottahachchi has dismissed claims that her

party instructed her to refrain from making public

statements. Speaking to the media, she clarified that

neither Tilvin Silva, General Secretary of the alliance

core Janatha Vimukthi Peramuna (JVP), nor NPP leader

and President Anura Kumara Dissanayake had directed

her to stop engaging with the press. [Daily Mirror]
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Sri Lanka: Former presidents' foreign

tours cost over USD 180,000

(lm) Deputy Minister of Foreign Affairs and Foreign

Employment Arun Hemachandra revealed in

Parliament that former President Maithripala Sirisena's

official visit to the United States in 2018 cost LKR 50.4

million (USD 152,000). The delegation consisted of 77

individuals, including nine ministers, the First Lady, 28

media personnel, and 13 security officers.

Additionally, former President Mahinda Rajapaksa's

two-day official visit to India on February 8–9 cost LKR

9.5 million (USD 29,000). His delegation included 12

officials, 11 additional attendees, five attendants for

the First Lady, five media personnel, and two separate

security teams.

The Deputy Minister stated that these expenses were

just a few among numerous foreign trips taken by past

leaders. He also noted that nearly all MPs in the

previous Parliament had been issued transferable

vehicle permits. [Daily Mirror 1]

Meanwhile, in Parliament, MP Ravi Karunanayake

raised concerns about the efficiency of the current

president's domestic travel arrangements. He

suggested that President Anura Kumara Dissanayake

should consider using helicopters for domestic travel

instead of lengthy road journeys, which he argued

waste valuable time that could be better utilized for

governance. Karunanayake pointed out that the

President's seven-hour road trips to the North could

be significantly reduced if air travel were prioritized,

potentially improving decision-making efficiency.

While Karunanayake also criticized the government's

cuts in official perks, such as leaving the Speaker’s

residence closed to save money, he suggested that

more impactful measures were needed to address the

country’s financial challenges and enhance

governance. [Daily Mirror 2]

Sri Lanka: Rajeev Amarasuriya elected as

new BASL President

(lm) Attorney-at-Law Rajeev Amarasuriya has been

elected as the 29th President of the Bar Association of

Sri Lanka (BASL) for the 2025-2026 term, securing a

decisive victory over his opponent, Attorney-at-Law Dr.

Sunil Abeyaratne. Official results show Amarasuriya

receiving 4,497 votes, while Abeyaratne garnered
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1,667, giving Amarasuriya a majority of 2,830 votes.

[Daily Mirror]

Sri Lanka: Government aims to meet

revenue targets without tax hikes

(lm) The Sri Lankan government remains confident in

achieving its revenue goals without raising taxes,

relying instead on economic growth and increased

revenue from vehicle imports. Senior Economic

Advisor to the President, Duminda Hulangamuwa,

stated that tax reforms introduced in the 2024 Budget

should suffice if the economy expands beyond the

projections set by the International Monetary Fund

(IMF). He emphasized that a balanced approach is

needed to prevent excessive imports, which could

strain foreign currency reserves.

Speaking at a post-budget forum organized by the

Institute of Certified Management Accountants (CMA)

of Sri Lanka, Hulangamuwa outlined key economic

reforms. A major initiative involves restructuring State-

Owned Enterprises (SOEs) under a corporate

management model inspired by Singapore’s Temasek

Holdings. The proposed holding company would

oversee commercial SOEs, appointing directors and

managers based on merit to enhance profitability

while minimizing political interference.

The government is also preparing new legislation to

boost private sector participation in infrastructure

projects. A Public Procurement Law will be introduced

next year, while the long-awaited Public-Private

Partnership (PPP) Law will be revised and presented as

part of the Economic Transformation Act. These

reforms aim to attract investment and promote

economic expansion in sectors such as energy,

transportation, and logistics. [Daily Mirror]

Sri Lanka: Government targets USD 1.02

billion from vehicle taxes, but skepticism

remains

(lm) Sri Lanka’s government aims to generate LKR 300

billion (USD 1.02 billion) in revenue from vehicle taxes

in 2025 following the recent reopening of vehicle

imports, which had been banned since March 2020

due to foreign exchange constraints. The government’s

maiden budget under the National People’s Power

(NPP) administration expects this revenue through

excise taxes, value-added tax, and other levies,
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contributing approximately 1.2 percent of GDP.

However, experts have expressed skepticism about

whether this target is achievable, given the current

high tax rates on vehicles.

Senior Economic Advisor to the President, Duminda

Hulangamuwa, stated that Sri Lanka could allocate up

to USD 1.2 billion for vehicle imports in the first year of

reopening. Meanwhile, Deputy Finance Minister Anil

Jayantha reaffirmed the revenue projection, which

forms a significant part of the LKR 885 billion (USD 3

billion) in additional tax revenue anticipated for 2025.

The government expects overall economic growth of 5

percent and improvements in tax administration and

digitalization to support these revenue goals.

Despite these projections, tax experts such as Suresh

Perera of KPMG warn that the high taxes on vehicle

imports could discourage demand, potentially

undermining revenue collection. Citing the Laffer Curve

—a theory that suggests excessively high tax rates can

reduce overall revenue—Perera argued that the

government may need to adjust its tax structure to

optimize collections. The government has indicated a

willingness to revise vehicle import duties if demand

remains weak.

The reopening of vehicle imports marks a reversal

from the five-year ban that cost the government an

estimated LKR 250 billion (USD 850 million) annually in

lost tax revenue. Sri Lanka’s total tax revenue target for

2025 is LKR 4.59 trillion (USD 15.6 billion), equating to

13.9 percent of GDP. The country also anticipates total

government expenditure of LKR 7.19 trillion (USD 24.5

billion), leading to a fiscal deficit of 6.7 percent of GDP,

slightly lower than the 6.8 percent expected for 2024.

[Daily Mirror]

Sri Lanka: President Dissanayake outlines

plan to become an innovation leader

through digitalization

(db) During the Innovation Island Summit 2025 in

Colombo on February 20, President Anura Kumara

Dissanayake announced the government’s ambition to

transform Sri Lanka into an innovation hub able to

compete with leading nations. Against this

background, he highlighted the importance of

digitalization in attaining this goal.

Dissanayake claimed in his speech that organizing the

summit in Sri Lanka reflects the increasing ambitions

of emerging local entrepreneurs in the field of

innovation. He discussed how innovation has
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advanced human civilization over the centuries. The

President argued that, although basic human needs

stay the same, the methods of meeting them evolve;

accordingly, innovation shapes new markets by

responding to these needs. In this context,

Dissanayake cited India as a successful example of a

nation that has been able to predict these dynamics

accurately and thus benefit from them.

Dissanayake stressed Sri Lanka’s innovation potential

and emphasized the country’s goal of making

substantial progress in digitization by 2030. Moreover,

he stated that this year’s budget focuses on innovation

and commercializing discoveries. He claimed that in

2025, Sri Lanka has the potential to generate export

earnings in the amount of USD 19 billion and

highlighted the necessity of upgrading the innovation

sector to achieve this goal.

The President underlined the government’s objective

to establish an innovation-friendly business

environment that shall benefit all citizens.

Notwithstanding, he acknowledged the difficulties Sri

Lanka must deal with to become competitive on a

global scale. For that reason, international investors’

attention shall be drawn to Sri Lanka via attractive

economic conditions and highly qualified workers. [Ada

Derana]

Sri Lanka: Colombo Port developments

and challenges as new terminals open and

inefficiencies persist

(db/lm) Sri Lanka’s Port of Colombo is set to experience

significant changes in 2025 with the anticipated

opening of new terminals and initiatives aimed at

resolving operational bottlenecks.

The Ministry of Ports and Aviation Services announced

that the Colombo Port West Terminal I will begin

operations on February 26. This terminal, co-

constructed by Sri Lanka's John Keells Holdings and

India's Adani Group, is designed to handle up to 2.7

million containers per year. Furthermore, the Colombo

Port East Terminal, financed through public grants

from the Ports Authority, is expected to open by July

2025 with a capacity of three million containers. The

government has also invited investors to develop West

Terminal II starting in March 2025, with a study already

commissioned to evaluate the potential expansion of

the breakwater for this terminal. [Daily News]

[economynext]
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Despite these promising developments, the Port of

Colombo has faced challenges. In January 2025,

transshipment volumes fell by 6.5 percent year-on-

year due to operational bottlenecks and increased

customs inspections. This was a sharp decline

compared to the strong performance in late 2024.

While the South Asia Gateway Terminal (SAGT) saw a

positive growth of 21.6 percent, the Colombo

International Container Terminal (CICT) and Jaya

Container Terminal (JCT) recorded declines in

containerized handling. Nevertheless, the port

witnessed a surge in containerized imports, indicating

robust domestic demand. [Daily Mirror 1]

To address the ongoing congestion and inefficiencies,

the Sri Lankan government allocated LKR 2.5 billion

(USD 8.5 million) in the 2025 national budget. The West

Container Terminal (WCT) is expected to be

operational soon, and the East Container Terminal

(ECT) is set to be fully functional by the end of 2025.

In addition to these efforts, Deputy Minister of Ports

and Civil Aviation, Janitha Ruwan Kodituwakku, has

committed to addressing the delays in the construction

of the ECT. During a meeting with the Joint Alliance of

Port Trade Unions (JAPTU), union representatives

expressed concerns over inefficiencies,

mismanagement, and delays within the Ports

Authority. Allegations were raised about misleading

government officials regarding progress on the

terminal and the cancellation of key procurement

plans, such as for Straddle Carriers, which could

further delay the project by at least 16 months. The

Deputy Minister assured the formation of a committee

to resolve these issues and vowed to investigate the

alleged mismanagement. [Daily Mirror 2]

Sri Lanka: Advances on groundbreaking

hydropower project for renewable energy

storage

(db) On February 21, 2025, the Ceylon Electricity Board

(CEB) announced that it had made substantial progress

on Sri Lanka’s innovative water battery initiative, the

Maha Oya Pumped Storage Hydropower Project. This

600-megawatt project is supposed to store surplus

renewable energy from wind and solar power, feeding

into Sri Lanka’s electrical grid and contributing to the

government’s target of 70 percent renewable energy

generation by 2030.

According to the CEB, the installation situated in

Aranayake and Nawalapitiya will consist of two

reservoirs linked by a 2.5-kilometer tunnel that shall
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serve as a key energy storage unit. It is supposed to

contribute to the country’s green transition by

minimizing carbon dioxide emissions and reliance on

fossil energy sources.

The CEB previously presented its financial strategy for

the Maha Oya Project to global cooperation partners,

seeking sustainable funding from these organizations

to keep electricity tariffs affordable for Sri Lankan

citizens.

The project is meant to be a cornerstone on the

pathway toward energy self-sufficiency by facilitating

grid support for the integration of renewable energy

sources, stimulating economic growth, ensuring

employment opportunities, and promoting

environmental sustainability. Against this background,

the CEB urged all interested parties to back this

important undertaking and participate in Sri Lanka’s

efforts to achieve an environmentally friendly and

secure energy infrastructure. [Ada Derana]

Sri Lanka: Tea exports show modest

growth in January amid shifting market

trends

(lm) Sri Lanka’s tea exports in January 2025 totaled

19.37 million kilograms, reflecting a modest increase of

0.61 million kilograms compared to the same period in

2024. The growth was primarily driven by higher

exports in the Tea Packets, Tea Bags, and Instant Tea

categories, while shipments of Bulk Tea and Green Tea

declined.

The Free On Board (FOB) price for January 2025 was

recorded at LKR 1,722.78 (USD 5.60) per kilogram,

marking a decrease of LKR 26.14 (USD 0.08) from the

LKR 1,748.92 (USD 5.68) recorded in January 2024.

However, in USD terms, the price saw a slight year-on-

year increase of USD 0.38.

Iraq maintained its position as the largest importer of

Ceylon Tea, with imports rising by 21 percent to 3.02

million kilograms. Russia followed in second place,

though its imports declined by 11 percent to 1.77

million kilograms. Libya saw a significant surge,

climbing to third place with a 406 percent year-on-year

increase, reaching 1.68 million kilograms.

Other key markets showed mixed trends. The United

Arab Emirates imported 1.27 million kilograms,

reflecting a 36 percent decline, while Türkiye saw a 37

percent drop to 1.08 million kilograms. Conversely,

Chile increased its imports by 24 percent to 0.78
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million kilograms. Saudi Arabia, ranking seventh,

imported 0.89 million kilograms, slightly ahead of

China, which saw a 5 percent increase to 0.80 million

kilograms. [Daily Mirror]

Sri Lanka: Government targets SME export

growth to 12-15 percent by 2027

(lm) Sri Lanka aims to increase the contribution of

Small and Medium Enterprises (SMEs) to national

exports to 12-15 percent over the next two to three

years, as part of broader efforts to boost the sector's

international competitiveness. Despite accounting for

nearly half of the country’s Gross Domestic Product

(GDP), SMEs currently contribute less than 4.4 percent

to national export revenue.

Export Development Board (EDB) Chairman Mangala

Wijesinghe emphasized the need to elevate smaller

enterprises into higher business categories to enhance

their market reach. Speaking at the KPMG Budget

Forum in Colombo, he highlighted that under Budget

2025, the government has allocated LKR 20 billion

(USD 64 million) to support SME growth and expand

industrial zones in Mannar, Kankesanthurai (KKS), and

Trincomalee.

As part of its five-year national export development

plan, the government aims to raise merchandise

exports to USD 27 billion and service exports to USD

8.5 billion, with the overall export share of GDP

targeted to reach 25 percent. The EDB is prioritizing

market research to identify suitable global markets

before promoting specific products, a shift from

previous strategies that focused on product-driven

export promotion. [Daily Mirror]

Sri Lanka: Japan Automobile Association

files complaint over illegal vehicle imports

(lm) The Sri Lanka Automobile Association in Japan

(SLAAJ) has lodged a formal complaint with the Import

and Export Control Department, alleging that a

company is attempting to illegally import vehicles

manufactured in 2022 by falsifying certification

documents. Government regulations only permit the

importation of vehicles manufactured after January 15,

2023.

According to the complaint, the company is pressuring

three Japanese certification agencies to alter vehicle
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manufacturing dates to make them appear compliant

with the import restrictions. SLAAJ claims that at least

150 such vehicles have already been imported last

week with fraudulent documentation. The association

argues that these actions violate Sri Lankan import

regulations and has urged authorities to prevent these

vehicles from entering the local market and to re-

export them.

The complaint comes as Sri Lanka prepares to resume

vehicle imports following a prolonged ban. The first

batch of vehicles from Thailand is expected to arrive

this month, while Japan's first shipment, consisting of

nearly 2,000 vehicles, is scheduled for mid-March.

[Daily Mirror]

Sri Lanka: Former senior police official

sentenced to four years over murder case

(lm) The Vavuniya High Court has sentenced former

Senior Deputy Inspector General of Police (SDIG) Lalith

Jayasinghe to four years of rigorous imprisonment for

facilitating the escape of a suspect involved in a 2015

high-profile murder case in Punguduthivu.

The victim, a schoolgirl from Jaffna, was abducted,

assaulted, and murdered while returning home. Local

residents captured the main suspect and handed him

over to the police. However, Jayasinghe was later

found guilty of unlawfully allowing the suspect to

escape.

Arrested in 2017 by the Criminal Investigation

Department, Jayasinghe was convicted after the

prosecution proved the allegations beyond reasonable

doubt. In addition to the prison sentence, the court

imposed a fine of LKR 50,000 (USD 165), with a further

six-month imprisonment if the fine is not paid. The

court also issued an open warrant for a former Sub-

Inspector of the Kytes Police, who remains wanted in

connection with the case. [Daily Mirror]

Sri Lanka: Surge in shootings raises

security concerns in Kotahena

(lm) A series of shootings in Kotahena, a densely

populated area in Colombo, has intensified concerns

over rising violence and law enforcement's ability to

control the situation. On February 21, a man was

fatally shot in what appeared to be a targeted attack by
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two gunmen on a motorcycle. The assailants fled the

scene, prompting an investigation by Kotahena Police.

Hours later, two suspects connected to the shooting

were arrested while attempting to escape on their

motorcycle. Police recovered a firearm used in the

crime. That night, while being escorted to locate

additional hidden weapons, the suspects reportedly

seized a police firearm and attempted to open fire on

officers. In response, the police shot both suspects,

who later died in the hospital. A police officer was also

injured in the incident and is receiving treatment at

Colombo National Hospital.

Authorities have not disclosed a possible motive, but

the incident adds to the growing number of gun-

related crimes in Colombo.

The killings come amid heightened security concerns

following the courtroom assassination of underworld

figure Ganemulla Sanjeewa, which exposed serious

flaws in Sri Lanka’s law enforcement and judiciary

security. With multiple organized crime gangs

operating across the country, recent events have

amplified calls for stricter policing and urgent reforms

to curb escalating violence. [Daily Mirror 1] [Daily

Mirror 2]

Sri Lanka: Arrest orders issued for

security forces deserters amid rising

crime

(lm) Sri Lanka's Defence Secretary Sampath

Thuyacontha has ordered the immediate arrest of

security forces deserters, citing their involvement in a

recent surge in violent incidents. Authorities have

linked several crimes to former military personnel who

abandoned their posts after receiving weapons

training. Thuyacontha assured that law enforcement,

with police assistance, is actively pursuing these

individuals to curb their role in organized crime.

He attributed the rise in criminal activities to long-

standing political protection for such gangs but

emphasized that the current administration would

take strict action. The Ministry of Defence has also

initiated a systematic audit of illegally issued firearms

for personal protection, with most weapons already

recovered. [Daily Mirror]
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Sri Lanka: Three suspects, including police

constable, arrested over shooting

(lm) Three suspects, including a police constable, have

been arrested in connection with the murder of a 39-

year-old man and his 6-year-old daughter in

Middeniya, Public Security Minister Ananda Wijepala

announced in Parliament. [Daily Mirror]
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Brunei: Sultan calls for collective effort in

nation-building and economic growth in

national day address

(ga) The Sultan of Brunei emphasized the importance

of collective effort in strengthening Brunei’s economy

and national development during his royal speech for

the country’s 41st national day celebration on February

23. Acknowledging challenges in economic growth, he

highlighted the government’s achievements,

particularly in economic diversification.

Since 2017, the non-oil and gas sector has grown by an

average of 4.3 percent annually, increasing its

contribution to GDP from 43 percent in 2017 to 54

percent in 2023, with the petrochemical, financial, and

local trade sectors driving this expansion.

Beyond economic progress, the king reaffirmed the

government's commitment to education, healthcare,

security, and infrastructure. He stressed that national

prosperity requires the collective responsibility of all

citizens and urged the younger generation to equip
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themselves with technological skills to contribute to

the country’s future.

Reflecting on independence, the Sultan called on all

citizens to safeguard the nation’s independence

through unity and active participation in national

development. Expressing gratitude to all who

contributed to the national day celebrations, he prayed

for continued blessings and security for the nation.

[Borneo Bulletin]

Brunei: Government expands minimum

wage policy to more industries from April

2025

(ga) Brunei will implement the second phase of its

minimum wage policy on April 1, expanding coverage

to nine sub-industries across six sectors. These include

financial services, healthcare, education, professional

and technical services, administrative and support

services, and accommodation and food services.

The first phase, launched in July 2023, applied to the

banking, financial, and ICT sectors. [Borneo Bulletin]

Brunei: Consumer Price Index declines by

0.4 in January 2025 percent

(ga) In January 2025, Brunei’s Consumer Price Index

(CPI) declined by 0.4 percent year-on-year, from 106.4

in January 2024 to 105.9. The decrease was primarily

driven by declines in the transport sector, food and

non-alcoholic beverages, and housing, water,

electricity, gas, and other fuels. Conversely, price

increases were recorded in recreation and culture,

clothing and footwear, and restaurants and hotels.

On a month-on-month basis, the CPI dropped by 1.2

percent compared to December 2024. The most

significant contributor to this decline was the transport

sector, which accounted for 64.9 percent of the overall

decrease due to lower air transport and motor vehicle

prices.

The Goods and Services index declined by 0.5 percent

and 0.2 percent, respectively, compared to the

previous year. Durable and non-durable goods

contributed to the decrease, while semi-durable goods

saw a minor increase. [Department of Economic

Planning and Statistics]
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Brunei: School bomb threat confirmed as

hoax, police investigating

(ga) The Royal Brunei Police Force confirmed that a

bomb threat reported at a school in Panaga, Belait

district, was a hoax. The threat, received via email by a

staff member on February 17, prompted an inspection,

but no explosives were found.

The Cybercrime Investigation Division, in collaboration

with Interpol, is investigating to identify the sender.

Authorities urge the public not to spread unverified

information that may cause panic. [Royal Brunei Police

Force]

Brunei: Authorities conduct joint crime

prevention operation ahead of national

day

(ga) Brunei authorities conducted a large-scale joint

crime prevention operation in Bandar Seri Begawan

ahead of the 41st National Day celebrations that will

be held on February 23. The operation involved 238

personnel from multiple enforcement agencies,

targeting commercial areas and setting up roadblocks

at two locations.

Key outcomes included inspections of 176 vehicles by

the Royal Brunei Police Force (RBPF), resulting in nine

compound fines. The Customs and Excise Department

detained two individuals for possession of alcohol and

cigarettes under the Excise Order 2006, while the

Narcotics Control Bureau arrested three men under

the Misuse of Drugs Act.

Furthermore, the Labour Department interviewed 53

workers from 19 companies, identifying employer

violations under the Employment Order 2009.

Immigration officials screened 46 foreign nationals

with no offenses detected, and the Human Trafficking

Unit found no trafficking indicators among 23 foreign

workers interviewed. Lastly, the Authority on Building

Control and Construction Industry flagged two

premises for structural re-evaluation. [Borneo Bulletin]

Cambodia: Parliament passes revised

genocide-denial legislation
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(mfr) The Cambodian National Assembly has

unanimously passed a new law that increases

penalties for denying or trivializing crimes committed

during the Khmer Rouge era. The legislation, replacing

a 2013 law, raises prison sentences from a maximum

of two years to five years, with fines increasing to as

much as USD 12,500.

Government officials argue that the law upholds the

rulings of the Extraordinary Chambers in the Courts of

Cambodia and prevents historical revisionism. Critics,

however, claim that it could be used to suppress

dissent, particularly in light of Cambodia's political

climate under the ruling Cambodian People’s Party

(CPP). [The Armidale Express]

The Ministry of Justice has strongly defended the law,

dismissing claims that it limits free speech. It

specifically responded to British journalist David Hutt,

who argued that the law could stifle academic debate

and reinforce the CPP’s political narrative. In a

statement, the ministry emphasized that denying

genocide is not an issue of free expression but a

rejection of international court rulings. Officials also

pointed out that similar laws exist in 17 European

countries to prevent Holocaust denial, some of which

impose even harsher penalties. The government

maintains that this legislation is a necessary step to

protect historical truth and ensure justice for victims.

[Khmer Times]

Meanwhile, human rights groups continue to express

concerns that such laws, while appearing to safeguard

history, could be weaponized to silence political

opposition and critical academic inquiry.

Other observers remain skeptical of the law’s timing

and potential implications. The legislation was

approved just two months before the 50th anniversary

of the Khmer Rouge takeover, leading some critics to

suggest it could serve political motives rather than

purely historical ones. [The Phnom Penh Post]

Cambodia: Poipet scam bust 230

foreigners detained

(sal) Cambodian officials raided two locations in Poipet

town, uncovering an online scam operation involving

230 individuals—68 women and 162 men. The sites

had been under surveillance for the past three

months.

According to a statement from the authorities, 123 of

those involved are Thai citizens, while the operation's

https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-stdtujd-l-jkj/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-stdtujd-l-jkt/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-stdtujd-l-jki/


masterminds are Chinese.

Authorities from Thailand and China are cooperating

to apprehend the leaders of the operation. Meanwhile,

other foreign nationals will be dealt with according to

Cambodian law.  [The Phnom Penh Post]

Cambodia: Implementations of Euro 5 fuel

standards to improve air quality

(mfr) Cambodia has begun implementing Euro 5 fuel

standards to reduce harmful emissions and enhance

air quality, with a six-month transition period to phase

out Euro 4 gasoline. The new standards for diesel fuel

took effect in January. Euro 5 fuel, which contains less

than 10 parts per million of sulfur, is expected to lower

emissions of nitrogen oxides, sulfur dioxide, and

particulate matter.

The government’s decision comes amid concerns over

worsening air pollution, particularly in Pursat, Banteay

Meanchey, and Koh Kong provinces, where air quality

indices have reached hazardous levels during the dry

season.

Cambodia has been a member of the Climate and

Clean Air Coalition since 2014 and has committed

nearly USD 6 billion to emission reduction initiatives by

2030. The Ministry of Economy and Finance has

warned that without action, climate change could

shrink the country’s GDP by 2.5 percent by 2030, with

losses reaching 9.8 percent by 2050. [Khmer Times]

In addition to the fuel transition, Cambodia is

collaborating with South Korea on the “Clean Air for

Sustainable ASEAN” project, funded by the ASEAN-

Korea Cooperation Fund. Three air quality monitoring

stations have been installed in Phnom Penh,

Battambang, and Banteay Meanchey provinces. [The

Phnom Penh Post]

Cambodia: Sihanoukville port surges

profits

(sal) The expansion of the Sihanoukville Autonomous

Port (PAS) led to a 33.3 percent increase in container

traffic in 2024, driving profits up by 1,500 percents to

exceed KHR 63.48 billion (USD 15.83 million) in the last

three months of the year.

Meanwhile Lou Kim Chhun, chairman of the board and

CEO of PAS, announced the official inauguration of a
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253-meter container dock, aimed to modernize the

350-meter general cargo berth built in 1969. The

upgrades include state-of-the-art container handling

equipment, six rubber-tired gantry cranes, and two

quay cranes. Additionally, the port’s capacity has

expanded from 550,000 to 1,000,000 twenty-foot

equivalent units (TEUs). [The Phnom Penh Post]

Cambodia: Wing Bank secures USD 88

million to strengthen financial position

and drive growth

(sal) Wing Bank, Cambodia’s leading digital bank, has

received approval to increase its capital by USD 88

million, with USD 60 million allocated to primary capital

and USD 28 million to secondary capital. This strategic

move aims to enhance the bank’s financial stability

while fostering growth for SMEs, individual customers,

and corporate clients.

Neak Oknha Kith Meng, Chairman of the Board of

Directors of Wing Bank and CEO of the Royal Group of

Companies, approved the additional capital

investment as part of the bank’s commitment to long-

term growth and confidence in Cambodia’s economic

outlook. [The Phnom Penh Post]

Cambodia: Prime Minister heads new

powerful law enforcement commission

(dql) Prime Minister Hun Manet has established a high-

level Ad Hoc Commission to combat online scams,

granting it sweeping enforcement powers, including

deploying armed forces and law enforcement in anti-

fraud operations.

The commission, chaired by the prime minister, is

tasked with implementing, coordinating, and enforcing

measures against online scams across ministries and

sub-national administrations. It will also engage in

international cooperation to combat cross-border

fraud.

Cambodia has faced growing scrutiny over online scam

syndicates, often linked to human trafficking and

forced labor. Rising scams, including QR code fraud,

have prompted public outcry and calls for stronger

cybersecurity measures. [Phnom Penh Post]

The move followed the February 24 raid, conducted by

Thai and Cambodian police in the city Poipet in
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Banteay Meanchey Province, near the border with

Thailand and exposing fraudulent operations involving

215 foreign nationals. [Reuters]

Indonesia: Ruling party Secretary-General

arrested

(lp) Hasto Kristiyanto, the secretary-general of the

ruling Indonesian Democratic Party of Struggle (PDI-P)

and close confidant of influential party chairwoman

and former president Megawati Soekarnoputri, was

taken into custody by the Corruption Eradication

Commission (KPK) on February 20. The arrest came

about two months after he was officially named a

suspect in an electoral corruption case.

The case centers on allegations of bribery involving the

2019 parliamentary election. Investigators believe

Hasto orchestrated a scheme to bribe Wahyu

Setiawan, who was then serving as a commissioner of

the General Election Commission (KPU). The alleged

purpose was to manipulate the electoral process to

secure a House of Representatives seat for Harun

Masiku, a PDI-P executive member. Notably, Harun

Masiku, who is also a key suspect in this investigation,

managed to evade authorities since 2020 and remains

at large. [Jakarta Globe]

Indonesia: Students hold protests against

president’s latest budget cuts and policies

(gk) Thousands of Indonesian students staged anti-

government protests across major cities such as

Yogyakarta, Jakarta, Medan and Bali, demanding a

thorough evaluation of the government's costly

programs, cabinet choices and austerity-driven budget

cuts. Dressed in black, and protesting the

government’s policies that they view as not

transparent in their intentions, the students have

called the nation-wide movement “Dark Indonesia”, a

play on Indonesian government’s mission of “Golden

Indonesia”, under which Indonesia would transform

into a developed nation by 2045, its centennial

anniversary.

These demonstrations began as a response to

President Prabowo Subianto's announcement of

freeing approximately USD 19 billion through budget

cuts, to fund initiatives like the flagship Free Nutritious

Meals program. In addition, under President Subainto’s

austerity drive, the budget for the education sector has
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also seen a cut from USD 3.67 billion to USD 911

million, which also includes potential reduced budget

for public universities’ operational costs and research

funds.

The protesters believe that the Free Nutritious Meals

initiative is eating up significant budgets in key areas

such as education. They believe that the budget cuts

may also result in an increase in tuition fees, making

education inaccessible. Besides, other programs such

as free health check-ups and establishment of

sovereign wealth fund Danantara, are only quick wins

for the 4-month-old government, according to the

students. Overall, the movement has 13 other

demands, which include the removal of the military’s

role in civil posts, a review of national strategic

projects, rejection of a new mining law that would give

mining concessions to universities, cabinet downsizing

and police reform.

In response, the Minster of Higher Education, Science

and Technology has reaffirmed that there would be no

increase in college tuition fees or any decrease in

scholarship funds. State Secretariat Minister Prasetyo

Hadi stated the government had received the students'

demands and would study them while President

Subianto’s Office reaffirmed the funding changes

would not affect the education sector and teacher

welfare. [Reuters] [South China Morning Post] 

The frustration among Indonesia’s youth reflects a

greater concern about the country’s economic

direction. The middle class has been shrinking for the

past six years, and the government has been struggling

to create enough formal sector jobs. The

unemployment rate among Indonesians aged 15-24

was 17.3 per cent last August, according to the latest

government data, much higher than the national rate

of 4.9 per cent. Unemployment among university

graduates and those with vocational college diplomas

has also been increasing. [Financial Times]

Indonesia: Major corruption scandal hits

state oil company

(lp) On February 24, the Attorney General's Office

apprehended Riva Siahaan, president director of

Pertamina Patra Niaga, a subsidiary of Pertamina,

Indonesia's state-owned oil and gas company, and six

other suspects in connection with an USD 11 billion

crude oil corruption scandal. The suspects include

executives from Pertamina subsidiaries and private

sector firms who are accused of violating government

regulations requiring Pertamina to prioritize locally
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sourced crude oil for domestic fuel production.

According to authorities, the suspects exported crude

oil during the COVID-19 pandemic while

simultaneously importing it, citing reduced refinery

capacity as justification.

The illegal crude oil trade between 2018 and 2023

reportedly caused state losses of approximately IDR

193.7 trillion (USD 11.9 billion), as determined through

witness statements, expert opinions, and legal

documentation. [Jakarta Globe]

Indonesia: President Subianto

inaugurates nearly 1000 regional officials

(gk) On February 20, President Prabowo Subianto

inaugurated nearly 1000 regional representatives,

including 33 governors, 33 deputy governors, 363

regents, 362 deputy regents, 85 mayors, 85 deputy

mayors, for the 2025-2030 term at the Presidential

Palace in Jakarta, [President of The Republic of

Indonesia 1, in Indonesian]

Earlier, on February 19, Prabowo inaugurated the

heads of state agencies, including the Financial and

Development Supervisory Agency (BPKP), the Central

Statistics Agency (BPS), and the National Cyber and

Encryption Agency (BSSN) at the State Palace in Jakarta.

[President of the Republic of Indonesia 2, in

Indonesian]  [Antara]

In addition, Brian Yuliarto was appointed as Minister of

Higher Education, Science and Technology for the

remaining term of 2024-2029. [President of the

Republif of Indonesia  3, in Indonesian] 

Indonesia: Fuel subsidies under review

(lp) The Energy and Mineral Resources Ministry (ESDM)

is currently deliberating on the future of subsidized,

following statements from National Economic Council

(DEN) Chairman Luhut Binsar Pandjaitan about

potentially phasing out fuel subsidies by 2027.

On February 21, Energy Minister Bahlil Lahadalia

indicated that discussions were still ongoing within the

ministry, emphasizing that current subsidy

arrangements remained in place while calculations and

evaluations continued. He added that the government

was developing a new subsidy distribution scheme that

would encompass fuel, electricity, and liquefied

petroleum gas (LPG).
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A key proposal under consideration was a "blending"

model that would combine partial subsidies on goods

with direct cash assistance (BLT) to consumers, aiming

to better target aid and maintain purchasing power

among those most in need.

While DEN Chairman Luhut Pandjaitan suggested the

possibility of implementing a single fuel price policy by

2027, he clarified that this remained a proposal

focused on making subsidies more effective. The

potential policy could incorporate artificial intelligence

technology for improved implementation and

efficiency, with plans to develop an Indonesian version

of DeepSeek, following the Chinese AI model's success.

[Jakarta Globe]

Indonesia: Government commits to

strengthening management of state-

owned enterprises, national strategic

investment

(gk) On February 24, President Prabowo Subianto

officially signed three legal instruments that aim to

enhance the management of Indonesia’s state-owned

enterprises (BUMN) and national strategic investment.

The first instrument, Law No. 1 of 2025, aims to

strengthen the governance framework of BUMNs.

Government Regulation No. 10 of 2025 establishes the

organizational structure and governance of Indonesia’s

Sovereign Wealth Fund, while Presidential Decree No.

30 of 2025 appoints the supervisory and executive

boards of the fund. All three instrument aim at

securing effective oversight and operational

management. [President of The Republic of Indonesia

1, in Indonesian]

Indonesia’s sovereign wealth fund aims to optimize

asset management, reduce reliance on external

funding, and propel Indonesia’s economic growth

towards an 8 percent target. It will have two units, a

holding company that oversees state companies'

operations and an investment arm. It is poised to

manage over USD 900 billion in assets, with an initial

fund projection of USD 20 billion, consolidating

significant BUMNs.

In its first round of investments, the fund will put USD

20 billion into more than 20 projects in nickel, bauxite

and copper processing, artificial intelligence

development, oil refineries, renewables, as well as

food production. [Antara 1] [Antara 2] [Reuters]
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While launching the fund, which is modelled on

Singapore’s investment arm Temasek, the President

hoped that it will become the world’s largest sovereign

wealth fund, emphasizing the government’s

commitment to realizing the vision of a clean,

corruption-free, and wise government. Alleviating the

fear of mismanagement and corruption, as evidenced

in criticism from thousands of student protestors, he

assured that the fund will not only invest state

companies’ dividend into industries that support long-

term growth. [President of The Republic of Indonesia 2

, in Indonesian].

Indonesia: First bullion bank launched

(lp) Indonesia is establishing its first bullion bank, with

two institutions to be launched and officially

inaugurated this week in the presence of President

Prabowo Subianto. The banks will be operated by Bank

Syariah Indonesia (BSI) and Pegadaian, with support

from Bank Rakyat Indonesia (BRI).

The initiative aims to provide Sharia-compliant savings

options for Indonesia's Muslim population, particularly

for Hajj pilgrimage savings, while creating a domestic

gold management system instead of relying on foreign

markets. This move is expected to strengthen

Indonesia's financial sovereignty and currency.

The country produces approximately 60 tons of gold

annually from mines in Papua, North Sumatra, and

West Java. However, much of its gold trading and

storage has historically been conducted in Singapore

and Switzerland. The government aims to change this

by developing a self-sufficient gold ecosystem and

producing high-purity gold bars domestically.

The initiative is being developed in collaboration with

Bank Indonesia and the Financial Services Authority

(OJK), following President Prabowo's directive to

maximize the country's precious metal potential.

[Jakarta Globe]

Indonesia: Manufacturing industry

strengthens global competitiveness

(aar) Indonesia’s industrial sector continues to

demonstrate global competitiveness, with its

manufacturing value added reaching USD 255 billion in

2023, ranking 12th worldwide. The manufacturing

sector’s contribution to GDP has been rising, and in

2024, non-oil and gas exports reached USD 196.54
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billion, making up 74.25 percent of total national

exports.

Investment in the processing industry also saw

significant growth, hitting IDR 721.3 trillion (USD 44

billion) in 2024, the highest among all sectors. The non-

oil and gas industry grew by 4.75 percent, contributing

to overall economic growth of 5.03 percent.

To boost industrial transformation, the Indonesia 4.0

Conference and Expo will take place in September

2025, aiming to accelerate digitalization and

technological innovation in the sector. [Antara]

Indonesia: PT Freeport Indonesia to

export copper concentrate until June

(gk) The government has granted PT Freeport

Indonesia, a subsidiary of American mining company

Freeport-McMoRan, a limited export permit to ship

copper concentrates abroad for the next four months,

until June. The decision was made after a ministerial

meeting during which Freeport Indonesia’s compliance

with domestic processing requirements was discussed.

Indonesia has strictly prohibited the exports of raw

materials and ores since last year, to promote

domestic industrialization. This came at a time when

Freeport Indonesia completed the construction of its

copper and gold smelter in Gresik, to process these

raw materials domestically, in line with Indonesia’s

push for domestic industrialization. However, a fire

incident here halted operations which resulted in an

abundance of copper concentrates in the company’s

warehouses.

Freeport has historically relied on raw material exports

as its primary revenue source. However, as part of

Indonesia’s mining industrialization push, the

government remains firm on its requirement for

Freeport to process copper locally. The company's

previous export permit expired on January 1.

Considering the smelter delays, Freeport requested an

extension to continue exporting copper concentrate.

The government rejected this request.

Despite the initial rejection, the government has now

reconsidered its stance and provided the permit.

[Jakarta Globe 1] [Jakarta Globe 2]

Indonesian: Regional governments urged

to monitor waste management
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(gk/aar) Speaking after a market clean up event and a

review of an integrated waste management site,

Environment Minister Hanif Faisol Nurofiq called on

regional governments, particularly the environment

offices, to conduct monitoring of waste management

in markets. He also expressed his readiness to

collaborate with the Trade Ministry to implement

market cleanup efforts aimed at reducing landfill

burdens. [Antara 1]

He informed that his ministry has discussed with

various parties to explore the potential for funding of

waste management technology. He added that his

ministry has also discussed financial support for waste

management efforts with the representatives from

South Korea, Japan, Denmark, Norway and the United

Nations Environment Program. He also stated that to

better manage waste and boost financing of waste

management technology, carbon credit mechanisms

can be utilized.  [Antara 2]

Indonesia: 46 Indonesian victims of

human trafficking repatriated from

Myanmar 

(gk) On February 20, Indonesia repatriated 46

Indonesian victims of human trafficking from

Myanmar’s Myawaddy. The rescued Indonesians were

largely migrant workers who were subjected to

confinement and torture while in Myanmar.

The Foreign Ministry's Director of Protection of

Indonesian Citizens, Judha Nugraha, informed that

most of the victims hailed from North Sumatra and

West Java provinces. He also revealed that a former

member of the Indramayu District Regional Legislative

Council is one of the victims.

He further confirmed that 360 more Indonesian

victims of human trafficking remain in Myawaddy, and

the foreign ministry will continue their efforts at

repatriation.

Based on data and reports from the Indonesian

Embassy and the Criminal Investigation Unit of the

Indonesian Police, most of the Indonesian victims were

working illegally as online gambling operators.

Nugraha further informed that as of February 2025,

around 6800 Indonesian citizens have been identified

as being involved in human trafficking case syndicates

and online gambling operations. [Antara 1] [Antara 2] 
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Indonesia: Communication ministry,

National Cyber and Encryption Agency to

strengthen cybersecurity cooperation

(gk) Indonesia’s Ministry of Communication and Digital

Affairs head Meutya Hafid and National Cyber and

Encryption Agency (BSSN) head Nugroho Sulistyo Budi

met on February 21. Both agreed to strengthen

coordination for a strong and reliable cybersecurity.

BSSN Head Budi noted that this meeting was a step

forward in addressing overlapping regulations

between the ministry and agency. He also informed

that as part of short-term program support, his agency

will assist the ministry in its cybersecurity efforts,

particularly in protecting the National Data Center.

Additionally, he informed that BSSN plans to handle

the technical aspects of integration of social and

economic data, while the ministry will contribute to

strengthening the agency’s capabilities. [Antara]

Indonesia: Police thwarts 74kg marijuana

smuggling operation

(lp) The National Police's Narcotics Investigation Center

(NIC) Task Force successfully intercepted a major

marijuana smuggling operation, seizing 74 kilograms of

the illicit substance that was being transported from

Mandailing Natal District to Jakarta. The operation,

which took place on February 16, resulted in the arrest

of two suspects identified, who were acting as couriers,

while a third suspect remains at large. [Antara News]

Laos: Enhancing border security with

advanced document verification

(tas) Lao immigration authorities have enhanced

border security at Wattay International Airport with the

installation of examination tools capable of detecting

fraudulent travel documents using high-resolution

imaging technology. Alongside this upgrade, they have

introduced a new Standard Operating Procedures

(SOP) manual to streamline immigration processes and

improve screening for tourists.

The initiative, funded by Australia’s Department of

Home Affairs and implemented by the International

Organisation for Migration (IOM), aims to combat

transnational crimes such as human trafficking and

smuggling. A two-day training session was also

conducted to equip Lao immigration officers with the
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necessary skills to operate the system effectively. [The

Star]

Laos: Authorities arrest 1,460 suspects in

call center scam crackdown in 2024

(tas) Authorities in the Golden Triangle Special

Economic Zone dismantled nine call centre fraud

groups in 2024, arresting 1,460 suspects from 16

different nationalities. During raids on 86 locations,

police shut down 267 operational units and seized

thousands of electronic devices used for scams.

The operation also contributed to anti-human

trafficking efforts, with officers assisting 149 at-risk

individuals and repatriating 98 victims from nine

nationalities. Additionally, 73 Filipino workers were

transferred from detention camps to the Philippine

Embassy.

A report by the Laos General Police Department

covering 2022-2024 revealed that 306 fraudulent call

centres had employed nearly 16,000 workers,

highlighting the scale of telecom-related scams in the

region. [Vientiane Times]

Malaysia: Government considers

establishing special court for SOSMA cases

(tl) Home Minister Saifuddin Nasution Ismail has

announced that the Security Offences (Special

Measures) Act 2012 (Sosma) is under review, with

consideration being given to establishing a dedicated

court to handle related cases. This move aims to

expedite legal proceedings and address concerns over

prolonged detentions and restrictions on bail.

The proposed special court would operate similarly to

existing courts dealing with corruption, human

trafficking, environmental crimes, and cybercrimes.

Additionally, the government is reassessing the

classification of non-bailable offenses under Sosma,

with the possibility of allowing judicial discretion in

certain cases.

Another aspect under review is Section 30 of the Act,

which governs detention periods during ongoing legal

proceedings. A revision may be made to align it with

Section 13, which covers bail conditions. To underscore

the necessity of Sosma, Saifuddin presented graphic

crime footage to MPs and officials in the house, though
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the material was withheld from public viewing.

[Malaymail]

Malaysia: PKR gears up for party elections

set for April-May

(ga) Preparations for the PKR (Parti Keadilan Rakyat,

People's Justice Party) election, scheduled to take place

in stages from April to May, are progressing smoothly,

according to PKR secretary-general Fuziah Salleh. She

reaffirmed PKR president Anwar Ibrahim’s stance that

party leadership has the discretion to decide whether

the president and deputy president positions will be

contested in the May elections.

PKR elections for the Central Leadership Council,

Central Women's Leadership Council, and Central

Justice Youth Leadership Council for the 2025-2028

term are set for May 24. Meanwhile, elections for

positions at the Branch, Wanita Branch, and Angkatan

Muda Keadilan Branch will be held from April 11 to 20.

On February 1, PKR International Bureau chairman

Shamsul Iskandar stated that the proposal to keep the

top two positions uncontested was based on internal

negotiations. [Bernama]

Malaysia: Minister clarifies Shariah caning

practices

(tl) Malaysia’s Minister in the Prime Minister’s

Department of Islamic Affairs, Mohd Na’im Mokhtar,

has clarified that caning for Shariah offences is

conducted in a closed setting outside of prison, not in

public as widely misunderstood. He emphasized that

the practice, rooted in Islamic law, is intended to be

rehabilitative rather than physically punitive.

The execution of Shariah caning follows strict health

and safety guidelines established by the Prison

Department and Health ministry. The government also

ensures that the punishment aligns with international

human rights standards while upholding the principles

of Islamic justice.

He also stated that Malaysia remains open to

reviewing the implementation of caning through

academic research and legal discussion to ensure its

relevance in contemporary society.

His statement follows Malaysia's first Shariah caning in

a mosque last December, which sparked debate on the
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practice. [Malaymail]

Malaysia: Defense Minister dismisses

claims of defense university “Dumping

Ground” for generals

(tl) In an attempt to assert the government’s

commitment to merit-based selection and institutional

development, Defense Minister Mohamed Khaled

Nordin has refuted claims that the National Defence

University of Malaysia (UPNM) serves as a placement

for retired three-star generals, asserting the

appointments, including the appointment of the vice-

chancellor, are based on professionalism and strategic

needs.

He clarified that the selection process for UPNM’s vice-

chancellor is determined by the Armed Forces Council

and requires approval from the Yang di-Pertuan

Agong. The Defense Ministry views such appointment

as part of a broader strategy to strengthen Malaysia’s

national defense through higher education.

This statement comes in response to concerns over

the role of military leadership in academic institutions.

[Malaymail]

Myanmar: TNLA-junta talks inconclusive,

another meeting underway

(hw) The Ta’ang National Liberation Army (TNLA)

announced on February 19 that its meeting with the

military government in Kunming did not produce any

conclusive results, but that plans for another meeting

have been set in motion.

The TNLA delegation, led by Lieutenant-General Tarr

Jode Jarr, met with representatives of the junta on

February 16 and 17. During the meeting, both sides

presented their demands, but as it was difficult for

them to reconcile their positions, they agreed to meet

again after revising their respective demands. The

TNLA called for a bilateral ceasefire, the cessation of

drone attacks and air strikes, and the delivery of food

and medicine to civilians. The military did not disclose

its demands. TNLA's ally, the Myanmar National

Democratic Alliance Army, agreed to a ceasefire with

the junta on January 18 following a Chinese-sponsored

meeting. [Radio Free Asia, in Burmese]
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Myanmar: UWSA unveils nine-point

roadmap for 2025

(hw/anl) The United Wa State Army (UWSA) unveiled a

nine-point roadmap for 2025, which includes

enhancing UWSA's international relations and

accelerating economic development in their territories

through the utilization of the China-Myanmar

Economic Corridor. The announcement followed a five-

day conference held in UWSA’s capital during the

second week of February, attended by UWSA leader

Bao Youxiang and other key figures.

The roadmap also includes plans to reopen a closed

mineral mine, regulate illegal businesses, and increase

electricity generation through hydropower plants. An

observer predicted that the announcement could lead

to the reopening of trade routes currently controlled

by Ethnic Armed Organizations (EAOs).

Additionally, discussions covered political reforms.

[Radio Free Asia, in Burmese]

Beijing’s proposed economic corridor involves multiple

infrastructure projects aimed at enhancing

connectivity between Myanmar and China. The UWSA

controls Wa State in northern and southern Shan

State, commanding an estimated 30,000 soldiers and a

sophisticated arsenal of weapons. [Irrawaddy]

Myanmar: Junta vows crackdown on

illegal resource extraction and alleged

support for armed groups

(nf) Myanmar's ruling junta has said it would examine

and act against businesspeople engaging in illegal

exploitation of the country's natural resources and

those who are purportedly backing revolutionary

forces and armed organizations. The announcement,

made via the regime's military-run Myawaddy News on

February 19, clarified that all natural resources belong

to the state and shall be exploited in line with

applicable laws. Yet the junta had also charged some

businessmen with involvement in illicit activities and

funding what it called "terrorist organizations" and

"armed insurgents."

The junta's admonishment to civilians is amidst

continued fighting, in which it has long referred to

opposition forces as insurgents. The National Unity

Government, meanwhile, has established Resource

Management Committees to preside over natural

resource extraction during the revolutionary era, with
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an emphasis on taxation and transparency. The rule of

law has deteriorated since the coup, civil society

organizations report, and has promoted unregulated

exploitation of resources, especially in the logging

industry. [Mizzima]

Myanmar: NUG places multiple

individuals on blacklist

(hw) The Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the National

Unity Government (NUG) announced on February 22

that it had placed 30 individuals working for the junta

in embassies abroad on a blacklist. These individuals

include ambassadors and consuls serving at Myanmar

embassies and consulates in various countries, such as

the Myanmar Embassy in London and the Consulate

General in Los Angeles.

The NUG explained that these individuals were

blacklisted due to their actions, which included obeying

the junta's orders, pressuring and blackmailing Civil

Disobedience Movement (CDM) participants,

concealing the truth about the current situation, and

spreading misinformation. For instance, it was

reported that the Myanmar Embassy in London

refuses to allow CDM participants to extend their

passports.

The NUG further explained that, although it had urged

embassy staff to sever ties with the junta and stand

with the people of Myanmar, these individuals have

continued to make life difficult for Myanmar

immigrants. [Radio Free Asia, in Burmese]

Myanmar: Human Rights Myanmar

criticizes gaps in Sagaing interim

constitution

(anl) Human Rights Myanmar reported that the draft of

the Sagaing Federal Unit Interim Constitution is

missing several key protections. The group criticized

the draft for failing to comply with international legal

standards for civil and political rights. Notably, it does

not prohibit the death penalty or cruel, inhuman, or

degrading treatment. It also lacks provisions for the

right to vote, the right to privacy, fair trial protection,

judicial independence, judicial review, and limitations

on emergency powers. [Mizzima]
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Myanmar: Karenni State Faces severe

water crisis

(anl) Internally displaced persons (IDPs) and residents

in Demoso, Hpruso, Baw La Khe, and Nan Mae Khon

townships in Karenni State are facing an acute water

crisis, with many relying on scarce mountain streams.

Demoso, which hosts the largest number of displaced

people, is the hardest hit. A local resident reported

that water from a small stream, already insufficient, is

expected to worsen in March, forcing families to

purchase water for survival. A water truck supplying

Demoso costs between MMK 40,000 (19 USD) and

MMK 60,000 (29 USD), providing just enough for ten

households to use for drinking and cooking.

Over 40 households depend on shared storage tanks,

with one tank serving ten households in an IDP camp.

However, the high costs and irregular supply make it

difficult to maintain full tanks. Many are now drinking

from contaminated ditches, leading to cases of

diarrhea and skin irritation, particularly among

children. Although communities attempt to store

rainwater during the wet season, aid workers report

that these reserves are insufficient to meet the

growing demand. Water shortages are a recurring

issue in Karenni State between February and May, but

the situation is worsening. Both IDPs and local

residents are urging authorities to take immediate

action to address the crisis. [Mizzima]

Myanmar: Jarpu villagers fear

environmental damage as gold mining

expands in KIA-controlled area

(nf) Residents of Jarpu Village in Waingmaw Township,

Kachin State, are bemoaning the environmental impact

of widespread gold mining in their village. Forced out

by the Myanmar Army in 2014, most villagers had

planned to come back after the Kachin Independence

Army's (KIA) successful 2024 campaign, which ousted

the military. But rather, backhoes and excavators are

now being used to dig for gold at multiple sites around

the village, even along the highway.

The fate of those operating the mines remains

uncertain, but they are doing so under the authority of

the Kachin Independence Organisation (KIO), which is

the political branch of the KIA. Whereas gold mining

used to be prohibited in the area, it commenced on an

industrial level after the KIA took over the territory. The

villagers fear that long-term environmental destruction

could place their resettlement at risk.

https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-stdtujd-l-tjl/


Such mining operations in other KIA-controlled areas,

such as Namsangyang Village, have already caused a

devastating impact on the environment. With the

majority of Kachin State's natural resources now in the

hands of the KIO, locals are demanding stricter

regulation to avoid further destruction. [Burmese

News International]

Myanmar: Junta limits import of fuel into

Rakhine State

(hw) Locals have reported that the junta had imposed

restrictions on the import of fuel into Rakhine State,

specifically into Gwa Township, via the neighboring

Ayeyarwaddy Region. During the first week of

February, the township-level police chief travelled to

villages in his jurisdiction, urging citizens not to import

fuel into Rakhine State.

Due to the limitations on fuel trade and stockpiling,

fuel prices saw a significant rise in February. In Yegyi

Township, the junta prohibited trucks from Rakhine

State from purchasing and returning with fuel

containers. The junta had already imposed a blockade

on Gwa Township in Rakhine State since last August,

prohibiting the export of food and medicine into the

region. [Radio Free Asia, in Burmese]

Myanmar: Pyinmana-Toungoo section

railways upgrade for high-speed train

travel

(nf) Myanmar Railways is extensively upgrading the 59-

mile Pyinmana-Toungoo section of the Yangon-

Mandalay railway to support high-speed trains.

Upgrades include replacing old 75-pound steel rails

with 100-pound steel rails, installing new concrete

sleepers in place of old wooden ones, and overhauling

key structures such as the Khapaung Bridge to

enhance their lifespan.

In addition, level crossings and intersections through

which trains used to slow down are also being

upgraded in a bid to simplify and quicken passage.

Work is also geared towards stabilizing tracks by filling

gravel along the route. The upgrades are aimed at

increasing levels of safety, reducing the risks, and

overall efficiency in the railways to make high-speed

traveling more consistent and safer. [The Global New

Light of Myanmar] [Myanmar Ministry of Information]
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Myanmar: Law to allow Chinese private

security firms enacted

(dql/hw) Myanmar's military regime has enacted the

Private Security Services Law, allowing Chinese private

security firms to operate in the country to protect

Beijing’s interests, particularly in Belt and Road

Initiative projects. This law follows the regime’s

creation of a working committee in October 2024 to

establish a joint venture security company. While it

permits foreign firms to apply for licenses, the law is

primarily designed to accommodate China, Myanmar’s

key ally.

The law responds to China’s concerns about the safety

of its investments and personnel in Myanmar,

especially in regions where ethnic armed groups

control areas vital to Belt and Road projects. Chinese

security companies can now officially operate across

Myanmar, offering protection for Chinese businesses,

projects, and public events. They are authorized to

detain criminals and hand them over to local police.

Under the law, foreign security firms can be armed

with approval from the National Defense and Security

Council and must employ at least 75 percent Myanmar

nationals. They must also support the regime's security

efforts and report any threats.

The law also establishes a committee, led by the

Minister of Home Affairs, to oversee these services.

Some observers question whether the regime can

control the Chinese security firms, especially given

China’s substantial financial support and its broader

influence over Myanmar’s political situation. The move

has sparked criticism for infringing on Myanmar’s

sovereignty.

Critics argue that this law bypasses a constitutional

ban on foreign troops in Myanmar, as it effectively

allows foreign security companies to operate with

military-like powers. [Irrawaddy]

Myanmar: Resistance forces advance,

junta intensifies airstrikes

(nf/hw/anl) In recent developments of the civil war,

revolutionary forces have captured military camps in

Sagaing Region, launched an assault on a strategic

naval base in Rakhine State, and intensified attacks

across multiple conflict zones. Junta forces have
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responded with airstrikes and artillery bombardments,

targeting civilian areas and displacing thousands. In

Rakhine State, the Arakan Army has advanced toward

Sittwe, leading to bank closures and further

restrictions on movement. Meanwhile, clashes

between the junta and the Ta'ang National Liberation

Army (TNLA) have escalated despite ongoing peace

talks, while junta-aligned militias have carried out

drone strikes on villages linked to the Kachin

Independence Army (KIA).

Revolutionary forces capture five military camps

Combined revolutionary forces have seized five

Myanmar military camps on the Kalay-Gangaw road in

Sagaing Region. At least 15 junta soldiers were killed,

and a large haul of weapons and ammunition was

seized.

In retaliation for the capture of the Kanparni, Mantaw,

Aung Tharyar, and Kyantaw camps between February

13 and 16, the junta carried out retaliatory air raids. On

February 14, air bombing was carried out on Kyaw and

Thanfo villages and killed seven civilians, including one

teacher and a seven-year-old boy. Nat Chaung District

Hospital was also bombed and wounded ten civilians.

Within two days, more than 100 bombs were dropped

by Y-12 planes by the army, prompting around 4,000

residents of at least ten villages to flee.

According to villagers, airstrikes have focused primarily

on civilian inhabited areas rather than areas of active

conflict, which has further compounded the crisis for

displaced people. [Mizzima] [Burmese News

International 1]

Arakan Army begins assault on naval base in Kyaukphyu

The Arakan Army (AA) launched an assault on the

Danyawati Naval Base in Kyaukphyu Township,

Rakhine State, on February 11, according to local

sources. The attack intensified on February 21, when

the AA began shelling the base, ceasing artillery fire the

following day. Junta forces retaliated with artillery

strikes targeting nearby mountain ranges and villages.

Local reports indicate increased junta activity in

Kyaukphyu, including tightened security. On February

20, the AA ambushed a 70-soldier convoy from

Kyaukphyu’s No. (32) Police Battalion, inflicting heavy

losses. The assault on the naval base is believed to be

part of the AA’s broader strategy to capture Sittwe, the

capital of Rakhine State, and Kyaukphyu Township, a

key site for Chinese-backed projects. The base is

located four miles from Kyaukphyu town and five miles

from these major projects. [Narinjara, in Burmese]
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Bank closures in Sittwe amid renewed Arakan Army

attacks

In Sittwe, the capital of Rakhine State, banks have

closed following renewed attacks by the Arakan Army

(AA). A bank worker reported that both private and

state-owned Myanmar Economic Bank branches have

halted operations as fighting intensifies.

Despite ongoing shelling and airstrikes, Sittwe

residents are unable to leave the city by road or water

due to restrictions imposed by the regime, which has

been constructing defensive bunkers in over 20

villages around Sittwe since last year. Since November

2023, the Arakan Army (AA) has seized 14 of Rakhine

State's 17 townships, as well as Paletwa Township in

southern Chin State. [Irrawaddy 1]

Myanmar: Junta intensifies attacks on TNLA

Amid peace talks held in Kunming, China (see article in

this edition), the military junta intensified its assault on

Ta'ang National Liberation Army (TNLA)-held territory.

Nawngkhio Township and TNLA's former headquarters

at the Namtu-Kutkai border area came under aerial

attack, resulting in three TNLA members being injured.

Fighting has escalated in Taung Hkam, where the junta,

employing jet aircraft, drones, and artillery, has

launched an offensive to regain lost ground. The army

has reasserted control of strategic artillery battalions

and continues to shell TNLA-controlled territory. On

February 15, the regime shelled four villages in

Nawngkhio with 137 rounds of artillery and bombed

the area 38 times using Y-12 planes.

Negotiations between the TNLA and Myanmar military

broke down on February 17 without an agreement,

leaving the status of a ceasefire uncertain as fighting

continues. [Irrawaddy 2] [Myanmar Now] [BBC

Burmese].

Junta-aligned militia drones target Warazut Village

The junta-affiliated Min Zay Thant militia carried out 17

drone strikes on Warazut Village in Hpakant Township

between February 10 and 19, following news of Kachin

Independence Army (KIA) activity in the village. While

the drone strikes created explosions on the roads, no

one was killed. However, on 17 February, a junta air

raid killed a 27-year-old civilian and destroyed three

houses. The escalating violence has compelled some of

the villagers to flee, with locals blaming militia

commander Lieutenant Colonel Min Zay Thant for

targeting civilians. The KIA has been in conflict with the

Min Zay Thant militia since December 2024, when the
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militia attacked and murdered four KIA soldiers at a

Lawa Village checkpoint.

As retaliation, the KIA placed a roadblock along the

Ledo Road in Hpakant Township on 2 February 2025

that restricts traffic flow between Warazut and

Nawngmyi villages. Though Warazut residents can

access the road during scheduled times, others are

forced to divert their route. Disruptions in traveling for

some of the villages resulted from the blockade and

clashes, prompting most of the residents to prepare

for possible evacuation. [Burmese News International

2]

Myanmar: Junta halts overseas worker

deployment for CDM

(nf) The Myanmar junta has temporarily halted the

export of migrant workers abroad in order to filter out

individuals affiliated with the Civil Disobedience

Movement (CDM) and those subject to military

conscription, sources from the overseas employment

industry told Mizzima. The ban, announced during a

February 18 meeting between the Ministry of Labour,

the Myanmar Overseas Employment Agency

Association (MOEAA), and recruiting agencies, has

already caused a halt in worker flights from Yangon

International Airport since February 17.

The move has sparked outrage, with agencies

scrambling to make arrangements with airlines.

Industry insiders have warned that job agencies could

face penalties or be shut down if workers protest or if

foreign employers cancel job offers. The ban comes at

a time of growing difficulties, as foreign employers,

particularly in Japan, are becoming increasingly

reluctant to hire Myanmar workers due to ongoing

instability.

This new ban follows the junta’s previous prohibitions

in 2024, which restricted men aged 18-35 from leaving

the country and revoked overseas deployment rights

from more than 100 employment agencies. [Mizzima]

Myanmar: Repatriates hundreds of

Chinese nationals in crackdown on online

scam centers

(nf) Myanmar has deported hundreds of Chinese

nationals engaged in online scamming, as a regional

push against scamming dens continues. 200 Chinese
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nationals were sent back to China from Thailand's Mae

Sot on February 20 after they crossed the border from

Myanmar's Myawaddy district. February 21 and 22 also

saw such repatriation flights, with more than 1,000

individuals expected to be sent back home in the

coming weeks.

The scam centers, operated by Myanmar crime gangs,

have been accused of swindling victims around the

world with scams such as "pig butchering." The

employees of the centers, who were themselves often

trafficked and forced into scams at threat of violence,

have been considered by some to be victims. But the

Chinese government has called them "suspects."

To curtail such activities, Thailand has increased

border security and cut fuel and electricity supplies to

suspected scam facilities in Myanmar. The Chinese

government has praised the cooperation with

Myanmar and Thailand as "thunder-style cooperation"

in the fight against transnational crime. [Radio Free

Asia] [Channel News Asia 1] [Channel News Asia 2]

“Pig butchering” refers a type of financial scam that

involves tricking victims into making large investments,

which ultimately results in significant financial loss. The

scam operates by gaining the trust of the victim

through a romantic relationship, often online. The

scammer convinces the victim that they can make

substantial profits from investments, usually using fake

trading platforms.

Myanmar: NUG ready to involve in scam

crackdown

(hw) The National Unity Government (NUG) announced

on February 18 that it is ready to cooperate in efforts

to crack down on the scam industry. The NUG also

welcomed the cooperative effort between Thailand

and China to address scam concerns.

The announcement further emphasized that, to

effectively eliminate scams, transnational crimes, and

drug trafficking, it is crucial to dismantle the military

dictatorship in Myanmar. The NUG also invited

neighboring countries to collaborate with resistance

forces to eradicate the scam issue. [Radio Free Asia, in

Burmese]

Meanwhile, the Border Guard Force (BGF) reported

that it has formulated and implemented a three-part

plan to combat the scam issue along the Thailand-

Myanmar border. The first part involves rescuing the

victims and returning them to their homes, the second
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focuses on eliminating secondary businesses, and the

third concerns the confiscation of equipment used in

these businesses.

The BGF stated that it has already documented the

involvement of nearly 1,600 Chinese nationals and

others in the scam business and is preparing to

transfer them to Thai authorities. [Radio Free Asia, in

Burmese]

On February 20, the BGF transferred 200 individuals

involved in the scam businesses to Thai authorities,

while another 300 were repatriated on February 21.

[Radio Free Asia 2, in Burmese]

Philippines: Debate intensifies over Vice

President Sara Duterte’s impeachment

trial

(jto) The impeachment of Vice President Sara Duterte

has sparked political tensions, legal challenges, and

public demonstrations across the Philippines. On

February 5, the House of Representatives impeached

Duterte on multiple charges, including misuse of PHP

612.5 million (USD 11 million) in confidential funds,

bribery, and corruption during her tenure as Secretary

of the Department of Education. The Senate must now

decide when and how to proceed with the trial, while

political factions battle over its timing and legitimacy.

Opposition lawmakers from the Makabayan bloc, a

coalition of progressive party-list groups advocating for

workers’ rights, social justice, and good governance,

are urging President Ferdinand Marcos Jr. to call a

special session of Congress to expedite the

impeachment trial. They argue that Duterte’s legal

maneuvers, including petitions to the Supreme Court

to halt proceedings, should not delay justice. The

Constitution mandates that the Senate begin an

impeachment trial "forthwith" once the House

transmits the Articles of Impeachment. However,

Senate President Francis Escudero has indicated that

the trial is likely to begin after the midterm elections in

June, with formal proceedings starting only when the

20th Congress resumes in July. Legal experts and

former lawmakers are divided on whether the current

Senate has jurisdiction to proceed or if the trial must

be restarted by the next Congress. [Inquirer.net 1]

[Inquirer.net 2]

The impeachment has mobilized both supporters and

critics of Duterte. On February 22, at least 20,000

supporters gathered in Mandaue City for an

indignation rally organized by the Hakbang ng Maisug
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movement, which advocates for government reforms.

Former President Rodrigo Duterte was expected to

attend the rally, while senatorial candidates Vic

Rodriguez and Jimmy Bondoc criticized the

impeachment process as politically motivated.

[SunStar]

As the legal battle unfolds, Criminal Investigation and

Detection Group Chief Maj. Gen. Nicolas Torre III has

stated he is willing to testify if summoned. The

National Bureau of Investigation and CIDG have

conducted joint probes into Duterte’s alleged misuse

of public funds, and Torre emphasized his obligation to

testify if required by the Department of Justice and the

prosecution panel. [GMA News Online]

Adding to the legal complications, Duterte’s camp filed

a Supreme Court petition arguing that multiple

impeachment complaints within a year violate

constitutional provisions. Additionally, Mindanao-

based lawyers have challenged the impeachment on

procedural grounds, claiming the House did not follow

the Constitution’s timeline for handling impeachment

complaints. [AiR No. 7, February/2025, 3]

Against this backdrop, the Supreme Court recently

directed the House of Representatives and the Senate

to respond within ten days to Vice President Sara

Duterte’s petition challenging the constitutionality of

the fourth impeachment complaint against her.

Meanwhile, the debate over a special congressional

session continues, with Malacañang officials stating

that it would be "awkward" for President Ferdinand

Marcos Jr. to call one amid speculation about his role

in the impeachment. Senate President Francis

Escudero maintains that the trial cannot proceed

without a special session, while Senate Minority Leader

Aquilino Pimentel III contends that proceedings could

begin even during Congress' break. The House

prosecution panel, however, believes a special session

is unnecessary, adding another layer of legal and

political uncertainty to the unfolding impeachment trial

[GMA Network] [Inquirer].

Thus, the trial could start in July after the elections, as

Escudero plans, with Senate proceedings continuing

into the next Congress. Legal challenges could also

delay the trial indefinitely, forcing the next Congress to

decide whether to restart or dismiss the case.

[PhilStar]

Philippines: BARMM parliamentary

elections postponed
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(lm) The first parliamentary elections for the

Bangsamoro Autonomous Region in Muslim Mindanao

(BARMM) have been postponed, according to

Commission on Elections (Comelec) Chairman George

Erwin Garcia. President Ferdinand Marcos Jr. has

signed the bill rescheduling the elections from May 12

to October 13, though the Palace has yet to issue a

confirmation. The postponement follows Senate

ratification of the bicameral conference committee

report approving the new election date. [Inquirer.net]

BARMM was established in 2019 as part of a peace

agreement between the Philippine government and

the Moro Islamic Liberation Front (MILF) to grant

greater autonomy to the predominantly Muslim region

in Mindanao. The transition government, led by the

Bangsamoro Transition Authority (BTA), was initially

scheduled to hold elections in 2022 but received a

three-year extension to 2025. This was meant to allow

more time for governance and institutional reforms.

The upcoming elections are set to be the first

democratic process for electing BARMM’s 80-member

parliament, which will govern the autonomous region.

The postponement marks another delay in the

transition process.

In a related update, violence in BARMM persists as

Datu Piang Vice Mayor Omar Samama was shot while

addressing a public event in Barangay Magaslong,

Maguindanao del Sur on February 24. The lawyer and

reelection candidate, who is running under the Partido

Federal ng Pilipinas and the United Bangsamoro Justice

Party, was rushed to a hospital, but his condition

remains unclear.

BARMM police have recorded nearly 90 gun attacks

since January, many believed to be election-related.

Law enforcement has called for the deployment of

3,000 additional police officers and stricter firearms

inspections at checkpoints to curb the violence.

The independent peace monitor Climate Crisis Action

Asia (CCAA) warned on February 20 that violent

extremism is on the rise in BARMM, with 2,951 conflict

incidents recorded in 2024, up from 2,475 in 2023. The

group attributed the rise to internal divisions within

MILF, with splinter factions fueling unrest and

recruiting disillusioned youth. [Rappler]

Philippines: Comelec intensifies election

preparations, targets survey regulation

(lm) The Commission on Elections (Comelec) has

declared that it is 95 percent ready for the May 12
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national and local elections, with ballot printing,

logistical arrangements, and voter education efforts

well underway. According to Comelec Chairman

George Erwin Garcia, despite some court-issued

restraining orders on candidates, the printing of 70

million ballots remains on track, with 45 million already

printed as of February 23. The remainder is expected

to be completed by March 19, ensuring early

deployment to remote areas by the end of the month.

Comelec has also been conducting voter education

campaigns, using events such as Baguio City’s

Panagbenga Festival to promote its "One Ballot, Juan

Vote" advocacy, which encourages informed voting.

Training for Department of Education supervisors and

school principals has been completed, and electoral

board training will commence next week. [Rappler]

In a separate move, Comelec has formed Task Force

Respect to regulate and monitor survey firms during

the election period, ensuring that only credible and

registered firms conduct election-related polls. The

initiative follows Resolution No. 11117, which was

approved during Comelec’s February 19 en banc

session and aligns with Republic Act No. 9006 (Fair

Election Act) to promote transparency in political

surveys. The task force, chaired by Director Efraim Bag-

id of the Political Finance and Affairs Department, will

investigate methodologies and determine whether

surveys are being manipulated to influence voter

perception.

Garcia emphasized the need to crack down on

unregistered and misleading surveys, ensuring that

only legitimate data guides the electorate. Comelec is

determined to uphold fair elections, ensuring that

voters are properly informed and that electoral

processes remain credible. [Inquirer.net]

Philippines: Village offers cash for

mosquitoes as dengue cases surge

(jto) Officials in Barangay Addition Hills, a densely

populated village in Metro Manila, have launched a

controversial mosquito bounty program amid a sharp

rise in dengue cases across the Philippines. The

initiative offers one Philippine peso (PHP) for every five

mosquitoes or larvae turned in, aiming to reduce

mosquito populations in the area.

The program comes as the Department of Health

(DOH) reports a 40 percent increase in dengue

infections compared to the same period last year, with

over 28,000 cases recorded in January 2025. Barangay
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Addition Hills alone reported 44 dengue cases during

the latest surge, prompting local officials to act after

two students died from the disease.

However, the initiative has sparked skepticism. Health

experts and social media users have criticized the plan,

warning that it could unintentionally encourage

mosquito breeding for profit. [BBC] [The Guardian]

Philippines: Maharlika investment fund

backs mining venture with USD 76.4

million loan

(lm) Maharlika Investment Corp. (MIC), the Philippines'

sovereign wealth fund, is expanding into the mining

sector with a USD 76.4 million bridge loan to Makilala

Mining Co. Inc., a local affiliate of Australia's Celsius

Resources Inc. The loan will support the Maalinao-

Caigutan-Biyog (MCB) Copper-Gold project in the

Cordillera Administrative Region, approximately 320

kilometers north of Metro Manila.

The funding will be used to update the feasibility study

and front-end engineering design for the mining

project. The loan carries a 12.5 percent annual interest

rate and a three-year term under two omnibus loan

and security agreements. An initial USD 10 million will

be disbursed immediately.

MIC CEO Rafael Consing Jr. described the investment

as part of a broader effort to establish a sustainable

and regenerative mining model in the Philippines,

aligning with the government's call for "beyond

responsible mining." Celsius executive chair Julito

Sarmiento emphasized the project's commitment to

environmental and social responsibility. [Inquirer.net]

Philippines: Right-of-way issues stall

major railway projects

(lm) The Metro Manila Subway Project (MMSP) and the

North-South Commuter Railway (NSCR), two of the

Philippines' largest infrastructure projects, are facing

significant delays due to right-of-way (ROW) acquisition

disputes. The Department of Transportation (DOTr) is

struggling to reconcile conflicting requirements from

international lenders like the Japan International

Cooperation Agency (JICA) and the Asian Development

Bank (ADB) with Philippine laws.
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JICA and ADB require full compensation for

landowners before construction begins, whereas

Republic Act 10752 (Right-of-Way Act) allows staggered

payments, requiring land clearance before

disbursement. A Department of Justice (DOJ) legal

opinion, issued in September 2024, suggested that

loan agreements signed before the law's enactment in

2016 should be honored under previous terms.

However, most Philippine loan deals with JICA and ADB

were finalized after 2016, leaving the DOTr in legal

limbo.

The MMSP, originally set for full operation in 2025, has

been pushed back to 2029. This PHP 488.5 billion (USD

8.3 billion) project spans 33 kilometers, linking

Valenzuela to Parañaque. JICA is financing PHP 370.7

billion (USD 6.3 billion), while the government covers

the rest.

Similarly, the 147-kilometer NSCR, initially scheduled

for partial operations by 2027, may now open in 2028.

This PHP 870 billion (USD 14.8 billion) project, funded

by JICA and ADB, connects Clark, Pampanga, to

Calamba, Laguna. [Rappler]

Philippines: San Juan City first to sell NFA

rice after food emergency declaration

San Juan City, a highly urbanized area in Metro Manila,

has become the first in the Philippines to sell National

Food Authority (NFA) rice stocks following the

Department of Agriculture's (DA) food security

emergency declaration on February 3. The city is selling

rice at PHP 33 (USD 0.59) per kilogram, with an initial

batch of 1,000 sacks quickly selling out.

The DA plans to release 150,000 metric tons of NFA

rice to local governments to clear warehouses ahead

of the palay harvest season and stabilize rice prices.

Other Metro Manila cities and provinces are expected

to follow, but the DA has not yet confirmed which

ones.

Critics argue the food emergency is politically

motivated, coming a month before the local election

campaign period begins on March 28. The government

has previously cut rice import tariffs and imposed price

caps, aligning with President Ferdinand Marcos Jr.'s

campaign promise of PHP 20 (USD 0.36) per kilogram

rice. While global rice prices are declining, some view

the emergency as an attempt to control domestic

prices ahead of elections. [Rappler]
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Philippines: Authorities continue

crackdown on POGO operations despite

total ban

(lm) Despite the government's ban on Philippine

offshore gaming operators (POGOs), authorities

continue to arrest individuals linked to illegal POGO

operations and financial scams.

Last week, the Presidential Anti-Organized Crime

Commission (PAOCC), along with law enforcement

agencies, recently raided an alleged illegal gaming hub

in Parañaque City, leading to the arrest of 453

individuals, including 137 Chinese nationals. The

operation, based on citizen reports, uncovered

fraudulent investment and sports betting scams

targeting Chinese and Indian victims. Authorities also

found that five of the arrested Chinese nationals were

fugitives. [Inquirer.net 1]

Meanwhile, the Bureau of Immigration (BI) has

deported 121 foreign POGO workers in 2025, with

hundreds more set to follow. Since the mandatory

shutdown deadline on December 31, 2024, law

enforcement has arrested 518 individuals for illegal

POGO -related activities, with 2,121 foreign workers

identified as remaining in the country. Many of these

individuals are still awaiting deportation due to delays

in processing their travel documents. [Inquirer.net 2]

Philippines: President Marcos Jr. orders

task force for volcanic eruption

preparedness

(jto) President Ferdinand Marcos Jr. has ordered for

the creation of a national task force aiming to develop

long-term redevelopment plans for communities

affected by volcanic eruptions, particularly those near

Kanlaon Volcano. The task force, led by the Office of

Civil Defense, will coordinate efforts with local

governments to enhance disaster preparation.

During a briefing in La Carlota City, Marcos

emphasized the need for permanent evacuation

centers outside Kanlaon’s six-kilometer danger zone.

Currently, over 8,500 people are in evacuation centers,

with potential evacuations reaching 90,000 if alert

levels rise. [Philstar]

Singapore: Budget 2025 focuses on cost-of-

living relief, business growth, and
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economic sustainability

(vsq) Singapore’s 2025 Budget focuses on cost-of-living

relief, business support, and economic sustainability as

the country prepares for its general election due by

November. Prime Minister Lawrence Wong introduced

measures to address inflation and economic concerns

while projecting another fiscal surplus for the year.

To help households manage rising costs, the

government will distribute SGD 800 (USD 592) in

vouchers to all households throughout 2025, an

increase from the SGD 600 (USD 444) issued in 2024.

Additional vouchers of SGD 600 (USD 444) will be

provided to Singaporeans over 21, while those above

60 will receive SGD 800 (USD 592) in July as part of the

country's 60th-anniversary celebrations. The budget

also includes SGD 600 (USD 444) in rent support for

hawker stallholders, U-Save rebates for utility bills, and

increased financial assistance for elder care and low-

income households.

Notably, however, despite these measures, a survey by

Milieu Insight found that 55 percent of Singaporeans

believe the budget does not sufficiently address rising

costs, particularly in food, housing, and healthcare.

[yahoo!news]

For businesses, the government introduced a 50

percent corporate income tax rebate, capped at SGD

40,000 (USD 29,600) per company, with a minimum

benefit of SGD 2,000 (USD 1,480) for companies that

employed at least one local worker in 2024. Additional

co-funding will be available for businesses raising

wages for lower-income employees. To enhance

Singapore’s competitiveness as a financial hub, new

tax incentives will be introduced for companies listing

on the Singapore Exchange and for fund managers

investing in local markets. A SGD 1 billion (USD 740

million) Private Credit Growth Fund will support

companies seeking alternative financing.

The government will allocate SGD 150 million (USD 111

million) for an Enterprise Compute Initiative to help

businesses access AI tools and cloud computing

services. Infrastructure projects such as Changi Airport

Terminal 5, coastal and flood protection initiatives, and

clean energy solutions will receive funding. Singapore

will also evaluate nuclear energy for industries like

artificial intelligence, semiconductors, and

biopharmaceuticals to secure long-term energy supply.

The fiscal year 2024 surplus stood at SGD 6.4 billion

(USD 4.73 billion), far exceeding the initially projected

SGD 800 million (USD 592 million). The 2025 fiscal year

is expected to generate a SGD 6.8 billion (USD 5.03
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billion) surplus through higher corporate and personal

income tax collections, goods and services tax

revenue, and foreign worker levies. [CNBC] [Financial

Times] [The Straits Times] [Ministry of Finance,

Singapore]

Singapore: Smaller opposition parties

stake early claim to constituencies ahead

of General Election

(lm) As Singapore's smaller opposition parties prepare

for the upcoming General Election, many have staked

early claims to constituencies they wish to contest,

despite the electoral map still being redrawn and the

poll date yet to be announced. These parties, such as

the Singapore Democratic Alliance (SDA), People's

Alliance for Reform (PAR), Red Dot United (RDU), and

others, are vying for key wards, with overlapping

claims setting the stage for potential conflicts.

The opposition landscape in Singapore has shifted

since the 2020 General Election, which saw the highest

number of opposition parties ever—11—contesting.

While the ruling People's Action Party (PAP) secured

61.24 percent of the vote and formed the government,

the Workers’ Party (WP) and Progress Singapore Party

(PSP) emerged as the only opposition parties with

seats in parliament.

In June 2023, four parties—People’s Voice (PV), Reform

Party (RP), People’s Power Party (PPP), and Democratic

Progressive Party (DPP)—formed the People's Alliance

for Reform (PAR), a formally registered partnership.

However, the PPP withdrew from the alliance in

February 2025 after disagreements over contesting

Tampines GRC, fearing a four-cornered fight.

The Coalition, an informal alliance formed in 2023,

consists of the National Solidarity Party (NSP), Red Dot

United (RDU), Singapore People's Party (SPP), and

Singapore United Party (SUP). While these alliances

have agreed to deconflict and avoid overlapping

claims, tensions remain as some parties eye the same

constituencies.

Among the key areas contested are Ang Mo Kio GRC,

Yio Chu Kang, Tampines, and Sembawang GRCs. RDU

has also made clear its intent to field candidates in

Jurong GRC and other areas. Despite the risk of multi-

cornered fights, some parties argue that such contests

are necessary for democratic progress, with RDU

planning to field at least 12 candidates.
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The opposition's aim is to ensure all seats are

contested, but leaders acknowledge the challenges

posed by multi-cornered fights. While some party

leaders are confident about their chances, others are

hopeful that by avoiding unnecessary competition

among opposition groups, they can make an impact in

future elections.

Despite the fragmented opposition, some experts

believe that smaller parties may gain significance if

they manage to consolidate efforts, form a strong

identity, and present a unified front against the PAP in

the long run. [Channel NewsAsia]

Singapore: Biotech tycoon Huang

Zhenhua's assets frozen in USD 830

million fraud suit by Novo Nordisk

(vsq) Singapore-based biotech firm KBP Biosciences

and its founder, Huang Zhenhua, have had their global

assets frozen after a lawsuit filed by pharmaceutical

giant Novo Nordisk. The Danish company claims it was

misled about the effectiveness of a hypertension drug,

ocedurenone, that it bought from KBP for up to USD

1.3 billion in 2023. After the drug failed in clinical trials,

leading to an impairment loss of about USD 800

million, Novo Nordisk filed the suit, seeking USD 830

million in damages.

The Singapore International Commercial Court granted

a freezing order on KBP and Huang's assets, including

a DBS bank account holding USD 218 million and a

USD 7 million house in Sennett Estate, Singapore. The

court's ruling followed allegations that KBP and Huang

failed to disclose critical trial data showing

ocedurenone's ineffectiveness and compliance issues.

Huang, originally from Shandong, China, founded KBP

in 2011 and holds a 40 percent stake in the company.

The court noted that his actions may have been

intentional in attempting to remove assets before the

claim. Novo Nordisk is now proceeding with arbitration

in New York, as the case unfolds.

KBP's operations span Singapore, China, and the US,

with a focus on hypertension, heart and kidney

diseases, and infectious diseases. Despite the

setbacks, Huang has built a career marked by prior

ventures, including his role in Sihuan Pharmaceutical

Holdings, which he helped take public in Hong Kong.

[The Business Time] [The Straits Times] [Channel

NewsAsia]
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Singapore: Collaborated initiatives to

reduce screen time and social media

usage amongst teenagers

(rt) In line with recent policy implementations

regarding screen time restrictions for children under

the age of 12, Health Minister Ong Ye Kung has called

for discussion around screen time usage—particularly

social media usage—amongst teenagers. The

discussion continues to involve technology companies

such as TikTok and Instagram, and parents and

teenagers themselves. Singaporean teenagers are

currently facing health risks due to excessive screen

times, as adolescents are replacing adequate sleep

time and meaningful physical activities for digital time.

[The Straits Times 1]

However, restricting screen time in teenagers is a tricky

consideration as teenagers rely on social media as

their form of socialisation. Therefore, more

conversation around social media restrictions amongst

teenagers will have to be done. Currently, parent-

teenager workshops have been planned to roll out in

March. This programme titled “Our Digital Journey” has

been initiated by TikTok and non-profit organisation

Touch Cyber Wellness. The programme aims to

educate both parents and teenagers on healthy digital

usage, and encouraging parents to be good role

models to their children by reducing screen time

themselves. Adolescents determine what is acceptable

or not according to their parents’ habits. [The Straits

Times 2]

Singapore: Migrant workers face medical

dilemmas to avoid repatriation

(rt) The death of a migrant worker, who had been

diagnosed with colon cancer, has brought attention to

the inadequacies of medical insurance coverage for

migrant workers in Singapore. Many workers with

severe medical conditions, such as cancer, are left with

insufficient insurance coverage to pay for their

treatments, resulting in financial hardship.

One worker, diagnosed with stage four breast cancer,

had her insurance claim limit of SGD 15,000 (USD

11,060) exhausted after two weeks in the hospital.

Despite this, she still needed more money to cover her

surgery, which was raised through a crowdfunding

campaign. The financial assistance she received is rare,

as many employers either send sick workers home or

refuse to help cover their medical expenses. Non-profit

organizations like Transient Workers Count Too (TWC2)
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report a rise in migrant workers seeking assistance

with medical bills for conditions such as cancer and

kidney stones.

The government mandates that employers provide

medical insurance coverage for migrant workers, but

before July 2023, the coverage was capped at SGD

15,000 (USD 11,060). Since then, it has increased to

SGD 60,000 (USD 44,240), with employers contributing

25 percent and insurers covering the rest. However,

some workers with insurance policies that started

before the new regulations still face the lower limit.

The coverage still falls short for serious conditions like

cancer, which can cost upwards of SGD 100,000 (USD

74,000), or for treatments not included in the basic

insurance, such as outpatient care like chemotherapy.

Advocacy groups are pushing for changes to the

system, arguing that the current insurance structure

does not adequately support migrant workers, many of

whom earn only SGD 800 (USD 592) a month and face

exorbitant medical costs in Singapore's public

hospitals.

A community initiative, the CritiCare Fund, has been

established to support workers with critical medical

needs. It provides not only assistance with hospital

bills but also offers financial support for the workers'

families. Advocates are also calling for the return of

government subsidies for migrant workers hospitalized

with serious illnesses, a policy that was removed in

2007.

In the long term, some suggest that migrant workers

should have the option to purchase affordable

insurance on their own, allowing them to have more

control over their medical coverage and ensuring

better protection in the event of severe illness.

[Channel NewsAsia]

Singapore: Fewer graduates employed six

months after leaving university in 2024

(vsq) A recent survey by Singapore's top universities

revealed a slight decline in the employment rate for

fresh graduates in 2024, with fewer securing jobs

within six months of graduation. According to the 2024

Joint Autonomous Universities Graduate Employment

Survey, 87.1 percent of the 12,500 graduates surveyed

were employed within six months, down from 89.6

percent in 2023, continuing a downward trend since

2022.
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While employment rates dropped, the median gross

salary for fresh graduates rose by 4.2 percent, reaching

SGD 4,500 (USD 3,376), up from SGD 4,317 in 2023.

The business cluster saw the largest increase, with

median salaries rising from SGD 4,150 (USD 3,061) in

2023 to SGD 4,400 (USD 3,263) in 2024. The arts,

design, and media sector saw a more modest increase,

with a SGD 60 (USD 44) rise to SGD 3,800 (USD 2,805).

The survey also showed a rise in part-time or

temporary employment, with 6 percent of graduates in

such positions, up from 4 percent the year before. The

number of freelancers also increased slightly,

accounting for 1.6 percent of the graduates in the

labour force.

The data revealed that while full-time permanent

employment remained the majority, there was a slight

dip in the percentage of graduates securing such

positions, with 79.5 percent finding full-time roles in

2024 compared to 84.1 percent in 2023.

This survey, conducted by the National University of

Singapore (NUS), Nanyang Technological University

(NTU), Singapore Management University (SMU),

Singapore University of Social Sciences (SUSS), and

Singapore University of Technology and Design (SUTD),

also indicated that the graduate employment rate in

professional fields, such as law, medicine, and

pharmacy, remained high after post-graduate practical

training, though full-time job placement in these fields

showed a slight decline. [Channel NewsAsia]

Singapore: Inflation slows to lowest rate

since 2021, prompting potential monetary

policy easing

(lm) Singapore’s inflation climbed at its slowest pace

since February 2021, with headline inflation rising by

1.2 percent year on year in January, down from a

revised 1.5 percent in December. Core inflation, which

excludes private transport and accommodation costs,

eased to 0.8 percent, significantly below economists’

forecasts of 1.5 percent and marking the smallest

increase since June 2021.

The decline in inflation follows Singapore’s 2025

budget announcement on February 18, where the

government pledged additional support for

households and businesses to address cost-of-living

concerns. Prime Minister Lawrence Wong

acknowledged that while inflation was easing, prices

remained high, requiring continued assistance.
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The Monetary Authority of Singapore (MAS) lowered its

inflation forecast for 2025, predicting headline inflation

to average between 1.5 percent and 2.5 percent, while

core inflation is expected to range between 1 percent

and 2 percent. The slowdown in price increases is

attributed to lower inflation across all major consumer

price index categories, along with weaker global

demand mitigating the impact of trade frictions on

Singapore’s import prices.

Economists suggest that the lower-than-expected

inflation figures may lead MAS to further ease its

monetary policy during its April review, following the

first policy loosening since 2020 last month. The

Singapore dollar reacted to the inflation data,

strengthening by 0.16 percent to 1.3334 against the

U.S. dollar, reaching its strongest level since

November.

Singapore’s economic growth is forecast to moderate

to between 1 percent and 3 percent in 2025, down

from 4.4 percent in 2024, reflecting global economic

uncertainties and softer demand. [CBNC] [Reuters]

Singapore: Fund managers face long

licensing delays amid surge in

applications

(lm/vsq) Fund managers in Singapore are experiencing

prolonged licensing delays, with approval times

averaging eight months, far exceeding the Monetary

Authority of Singapore’s (MAS) six-month target and

the previously expected three-month wait. The delays

come amid a surge in applications, particularly from

Chinese quantitative hedge funds seeking expansion

abroad following Beijing’s crackdown on the sector.

Singapore has positioned itself as a leading wealth

management hub, with assets under management

reaching USD 4.1 trillion in 2023, surpassing Hong

Kong’s USD 4 trillion. However, the backlog in

processing fund management licenses has frustrated

applicants, with some abandoning their efforts after

waiting for over nine months.

To address the delays, MAS has implemented new

measures, including an electronic system with

validation checks to improve application quality. On

Friday, it also announced a USD 5 billion investment

package aimed at attracting more fund managers by

increasing listings on Singapore’s stock market.

[Monetary Authority of Singapore]
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Venture capital funds, which follow a different licensing

framework, have also faced longer approval times,

rising from six weeks in 2020 to over six months now.

Despite the delays, MAS maintains that all applications

undergo rigorous review, ensuring that only qualified

firms enter Singapore’s financial sector. [Financial

Times]

Singapore: Achieving net zero an

economic opportunity and moral

imperative

(lm) Achieving net-zero emissions by 2050 is not only

an international obligation for Singapore but also a

significant economic opportunity, according to

Singapore’s Ambassador for Climate Action, Ravi

Menon. Speaking at the Ecosperity Conversations 2025

event, Menon described net-zero as a "moral

imperative" to safeguard future generations.

Menon highlighted three key factors driving global

climate action: politics, economics, and nature. He

emphasized that while political and economic factors

influence climate action, nature ultimately sets the

timeline. "The timeline is not set by electoral cycles or

cost curves; it is set by nature," he stated. He warned

that delayed action would lead to a disorderly

transition.

While political developments in the US and other

countries have weakened support for climate action,

Menon also pointed to positive economic trends, such

as the significant reduction in the cost of renewable

energy. He noted that renewable energy generation is

now cheaper than fossil fuels, making the

electrification of the economy more viable. However,

challenges remain in the production of low-carbon

hydrogen, where costs have increased.

Singapore’s commitment to climate action is clear. The

country has set a target to reduce emissions to

between 45 and 50 million tons of carbon dioxide

equivalent by 2035, putting it on a path toward net-

zero emissions by 2050. Menon emphasized that

Singapore will continue to invest in long-term

strategies for a low-carbon economy and climate-

resilient society, even amidst short-term political and

economic challenges. [NCCS] [Channel NewsAsia]

Singapore: Brigadier-General Cai Dexian

named new Chief of Army
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(lm) Brigadier-General (BG) Cai Dexian will become

Singapore's new Chief of Army on March 21,

succeeding Major-General (MG) David Neo, who has

held the position for nearly three years.

BG Cai, the current commander of the 3rd Singapore

Division, joined the military in 2003 and was awarded

the SAF Overseas Scholarship. At 40 years old, Cai, an

armour officer, has held various roles within SAF and

the Ministry of Defence (MINDEF), including

Commanding Officer of the 48th Battalion Singapore

Armoured Regiment, Commander of the 8th Singapore

Armoured Brigade, Head of the Joint Plans and

Transformation Department, and Director of Personnel

Policy. MINDEF highlighted his contributions to the

SAF's transformation efforts, including the

establishment of the Digital and Intelligence Service

and the development of the SAF 2040 long-term plan.

BG Cai also served in Afghanistan in 2012 as part of

SAF's international reconstruction efforts.

MG Neo, who will conclude his tenure as Chief of Army

on March 20, led the Singapore Army since March

2022. During his time in office, he oversaw significant

developments in operational readiness, capability

expansion, and interoperability with government

agencies. MG Neo also led the Army 2040

transformation plan and played a crucial role in

digitalization initiatives, the acquisition of advanced

warfighting systems, and the operationalization of new

warfighting concepts. [Channel NewsAsia]

Thailand: Tension between ruling Pheu

Thai, Bhumjaithai parties intensify

(lm/msz) The political landscape in Thailand is

becoming increasingly complex as tensions rise

between the ruling Pheu Thai Party and its key

coalition partner, Bhumjaithai Party, amid growing

disputes within the government.

Former Prime Minister Thaksin Shinawatra’s planned

meeting with Bhumjaithai supremo Newin Chidchob

on February 24, aimed at resolving these tensions,

failed to materialize when Thaksin – the de facto leader

of the ruling Pheu Thai Party and father of incumbent

Prime Minister Paetongtarn Shinawatra – did not show

up at the Pullman King Power Hotel. Although Deputy

Prime Minister Anutin Charnvirakul denied reports of

the meeting, it was confirmed that Newin –

accompanied by party executives and Bhumjaithai

members – had been present at the hotel earlier in the

day. [The Nation 1] [The Nation 2]
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The two parties have faced disagreements over several

key issues, including cannabis policy, taxes, and local

disputes. The most contentious issue, however,

involves allegations of collusion in the 2024 Senate

election, which has sparked a dispute between the

Senate and the Justice Ministry.

The Department of Special Investigation (DSI), under

Justice Minister Pol Col Tawee Sodsong, claims there is

sufficient evidence to pursue a probe into vote-fixing,

but the Senate, which includes many members

affiliated with Bhumjaithai, has strongly opposed the

investigation, accusing it of being politically motivated.

Senators have even threatened to impeach Tawee over

the issue. [Bangkok Post 1] [Bangkok Post 2] [Thai PBS

World]

Simultaneously, an investigation into land

encroachment in Pak Chong district, Nakhon

Ratchasima, near Khao Yai National Park, has

intensified political scrutiny of Bhumjaithai. The probe

includes Rancho Charnvee Resort and Country Club,

owned by Interior Minister Anutin’s family. Authorities

are investigating whether portions of the land have

been used for commercial purposes in violation of

agricultural land regulations. While some critics claim

the investigation is politically motivated, officials assert

that it is a standard land verification process. [Bangkok

Post 3]

Despite these strains, government officials, including

Wisut Chainarun from Pheu Thai, remained optimistic

that talks would lead to a resolution, stressing the

importance of dialogue in maintaining a stable

coalition. However, the timing of the failed meeting

between Thaksin and Newin, alongside the tensions

within the coalition, highlights the complex political

landscape in Thailand as the government prepares for

a no-confidence debate in early March 2025. [Bangkok

Post 4]

Thailand: Opposition exposes financial

mismanagement in Social Security Office

and Immigration Bureau

(lm) Thailand's main opposition People's Party (PP) has

intensified its scrutiny of government spending,

highlighting serious financial mismanagement in both

the Social Security Office (SSO) and the Immigration

Bureau.

The PP has raised concerns over excessive and opaque

expenditures, including a THB 2.2 million (USD 63,800)

overseas study trip by SSO officials, a THB 100 million
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(USD 2.9 million) annual budget for the agency's

hotline, and a controversial calendar printing project

costing THB 400 million (USD 11.6 million) over eight

years. Labour Minister Phiphat Ratchakitprakarn

defended the spending, asserting that the Social

Security Fund (SSF) follows legal spending limits,

allocating only 3 percent of its total budget for

administrative costs, well below the 10 percent cap.

However, critics argue that while the percentage

appears low, the absolute spending—THB 7.2 billion

(USD 209 million) in 2024—warrants closer scrutiny.

Workers contributing to the SSF have also voiced

dissatisfaction with their benefits, arguing that the

medical care services they receive under the fund are

inferior to those provided by Thailand’s universal

healthcare scheme despite their significant

contributions. The Thai Labour Solidarity Committee

has called for greater transparency in the SSO's

financial management, demanding public access to

investment decisions and fund expenditures to

prevent corruption.

Under mounting pressure, Phiphat has agreed to

review the SSO's calendar distribution project, stating

that public consultations will determine its future. If

deemed unnecessary, production will cease in 2027,

though the 2026 procurement process has already

begun. The SSF, valued at THB 2.65 trillion (USD 76.8

billion), remains Thailand's largest public fund, serving

24 million members. [Bangkok Post 1] [Bangkok Post 2]

[Bangkok Post 3]

At the same time, the PP has exposed a major security

lapse in Thailand’s Immigration Bureau, which has

failed to collect biometric data for approximately 17

million travelers in 2024 after its system reached full

capacity. PP deputy leader Rangsiman Rome warned

that this failure poses a significant risk, allowing

criminals to re-enter the country undetected. Since the

system's license expired, immigration authorities have

only been collecting facial images and fingerprint

photos rather than full biometric data. Despite

discussing the issue seven times with the National

Security Committee, no action has been taken.

Pol Col Neti Khanboon, head of the Immigration

Bureau’s database division, admitted that the current

system can store only 50 million records and that

purchasing an unlimited license would cost THB 500

million (USD 14.5 million). A new system is in

development at a projected cost of THB 3 billion (USD

87 million), but procurement has yet to begin, meaning

a delay of at least 29 months before full functionality is

restored. The existing system, procured in 2019 for

THB 2.1 billion (USD 60.9 million), has been plagued by
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corruption allegations. Former deputy police chief Pol

Gen Surachate Hakparn, who criticized the project, was

allegedly targeted in a 2020 assassination attempt. In

July 2023, the National Anti-Corruption Commission

(NACC) announced plans to file charges against former

national police chief Pol Gen Chakthip Chaijinda and

three other officers over the system’s procurement,

but no progress has been reported since. [Bangkok

Post 4]

Thailand: Opposition raises concerns over

delays in charter amendment process

amid judicial review request

(msz) The opposition has voiced concerns that delays

in Thailand's constitutional amendment process could

be the result of political maneuvering within the ruling

coalition. The debate over amending the 2017

Constitution has become increasingly contentious,

particularly after two recent parliamentary sessions

meant to advance the process collapsed due to a lack

of quorum [see AiR No. 7, February/2025, 3].

At the heart of the issue is the proposed amendment

to Section 256, which would pave the way for the

creation of a Constitution Drafting Assembly (CDA) and

a potential wholesale rewrite of the charter. The ruling

Pheu Thai Party has submitted a motion asking

Parliament to seek a Constitutional Court ruling on

whether such a rewrite can proceed without first

holding a referendum. This move has sparked criticism

from opposition figures, who fear that seeking judicial

review may be a delaying tactic designed to appease

coalition partner Bhumjaithai, which opposes changes

to Section 256 without a referendum.

People’s Party MP Parit Wacharasindhu questioned

why Bhumjaithai and many senators have refused to

support the amendment and warned that the party

might use its influence in the Senate to block the

process even after the court ruling. He also speculated

that Pheu Thai could be stalling the charter rewrite in

exchange for Bhumjaithai’s support on other

controversial legislation, such as the Entertainment

Complex Bill, which includes provisions for legal

casinos. [Bangkok Post 1]

Parliament President Wan Muhamad Noor Matha

announced that he would meet with government,

opposition, and Senate whips to determine whether

the motion for judicial review should be prioritized.

Pheu Thai MP Wisut Chainaroon indicated that the

motion would likely be addressed only after more

urgent government matters, which require
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parliamentary approval before March 9, are settled.

[Bangkok Post 2]

Deputy Prime Minister Prasert Jantararuangtong, who

responded on behalf of Prime Minister Paetongtarn

Shinawatra in a House session, insisted that Pheu Thai

remains committed to constitutional reform. He

defended the decision to seek a court ruling, arguing

that it was necessary to reassure lawmakers who fear

legal repercussions. He also denied that coalition

parties were divided, asserting that they were aligned

on the broader goal of charter amendment.

The debate over constitutional change follows a 2021

ruling by the Constitutional Court, which held that a

referendum must first be held to determine whether

the public supports drafting a new charter. While some

lawmakers argue that parliament should proceed with

drafting an amendment and hold a referendum later,

others fear that moving forward without prior public

approval could trigger legal challenges.

As political negotiations continue, opposition figures

remain skeptical about the coalition’s willingness to

pursue comprehensive constitutional reform,

particularly given the lack of unity among its members.

The next steps in the amendment process will depend

on the outcome of the judicial review motion and

further deliberations in parliament.

Thailand: Deputy Prime Minister

dismisses speculation over commerce

minister’s removal

(lm) Deputy Prime Minister Suriya Jungrungreangkit

has dismissed speculation that Commerce Minister

Pichai Naripthaphan is at risk of being removed from

his post following criticism from Pheu Thai Party

members over falling crop prices and his frequent

overseas trips. While Suriya downplayed the tensions,

he acknowledged frustration within the party, urging

Pichai to engage more with party members.

The speculation over Pichai’s future comes amid wider

rumors of a cabinet reshuffle, with some Pheu Thai

figures allegedly advocating for changes to reward

allies and strengthen the government’s position.

However, Prime Minister Paetongtarn Shinawatra has

not signaled any imminent reshuffle, leaving the

situation uncertain.

Additionally, Capt Thamanat Prompow, a key coalition

ally from the Kla Dharma Party, is being considered for

a stronger role after Pheu Thai refrained from fielding
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candidates in Provincial Administrative Organization

elections, where his party performed well. [Bangkok

Post]

Thailand: Re-election ordered in Bueng

Kan after Bhumjaithai MP disqualified

(msz) Thailand’s Supreme Court has ordered a re-

election in Bueng Kan’s Constituency 2 following the

disqualification of Bhumjaithai Party MP Suwanna

Kumphiro for violating election laws. Suwanna has also

been banned from running for office for 10 years and

must pay approximately THB 10 million (USD 290,000)

to cover the cost of the nullified May 14, 2023, election.

The Election Commission (EC) ruled that Suwanna had

violated election regulations by organizing an

entertainment event to attract voters. According to the

EC, on April 16, 2023, a pickup truck equipped with a

stereo and loudspeakers provided music at a merit-

making event in Ban Nong Thum, Bueng Kan. The

truck, owned by Suwanna’s former wife and campaign

assistant, also played campaign messages promoting

his candidacy. The EC determined this amounted to

illegally influencing voters.

This marks the second time a Bhumjaithai MP has

been disqualified, following the removal of

Mookdawan Luangsinil in Nakhon Si Thammarat’s

Constituency 8. The re-election in Bueng Kan’s

Constituency 2 must take place within 45 days of

February 18. [Bangkok Post]

Thailand: Cabinet unlikely to approve

strict casino entry requirement for Thai

nationals

(lm) Thailand's cabinet is unlikely to approve a

proposed requirement restricting Thai nationals from

entering casino entertainment complexes unless they

hold at least THB 50 million (USD 1.45 million) in fixed

deposits for six months, according to Interior Minister

Anutin Charnvirakul. The proposal, introduced by the

Council of State (CoS), is part of the Entertainment

Complex Bill, which aims to regulate casinos while

prioritizing foreign tourism.

The bill, currently in its second review stage, is open for

public feedback until March 1. Officials plan to revise it

before submitting it to the cabinet within 50 days after

the feedback period ends. While the government sees
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the bill as a means to combat illegal gambling, attract

foreign investment, and boost economic growth, the

strict financial entry requirement has raised concerns.

Deputy Finance Minister Julapun Amornvivat warned

that such restrictions would effectively bar most Thai

citizens from accessing legal casinos, potentially

pushing them toward illegal gambling dens or foreign

casinos, undermining the bill’s objectives. [Bangkok

Post 1] [Bangkok Post 2]

The Council of State clarified that the bill is primarily

designed to attract international visitors and establish

casinos as part of larger entertainment districts rather

than as standalone gambling venues. To minimize

negative social impacts, the bill proposes designated

casino areas within entertainment complexes, requires

public hearings to assess social and environmental

consequences, and includes strict measures to prevent

issues like prostitution and gambling addiction. It also

promotes local employment opportunities within the

entertainment complexes.

A special committee, chaired by former Deputy Prime

Minister Wissanu Krea-ngam, has been tasked with

reviewing the bill due to its significant political and

social implications. The committee has made several

amendments, including refining the casino approval

and licensing processes and ensuring the bill aligns

with broader economic and regulatory policies.

The cabinet will reassess the financial entry

requirement following public consultation before

making a final decision. Despite ongoing debate,

government officials maintain that the bill’s ultimate

approval and implementation details will be

determined by the cabinet. The revised bill is expected

to be submitted for approval next month. [Bangkok

Post 3]

Thailand: Ex-Prime Minister Thaksin heads

to Deep South for security talks

(hrs/lm) Former Prime Minister Thaksin Shinawatra, de

facto leader of the ruling Pheu Thai Party, recently

visited the Deep South of Thailand to engage in

security talks with local officials as part of his role as an

informal adviser to the incumbent ASEAN chair,

Malaysia. This visit, which marked his first to the region

in nearly two decades, was aimed at discussing

strategies to address the ongoing unrest in the

southern provinces, including Narathiwat. Thaksin has

previously engaged with Malaysian Prime Minister

Anwar Ibrahim to discuss the volatile situation and
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proposed ways to improve the security response.

[Bangkok Post 1]

Thaksin’s visit came after his recent support for efforts

to restore peace in the South, which included calls for

insurgents to cease violence during the Muslim holy

month of Ramadan. Deputy Prime Minister Phumtham

Wechayachai supported Thaksin’s approach,

emphasizing the need for regional cooperation,

including Malaysia, Brunei, and Indonesia, to resolve

the conflict. Thaksin also reiterated his belief that there

is “light at the end of the tunnel,” expressing optimism

about the prospects for peace in the region. [Bangkok

Post 2]

During his visit, Thaksin offered an apology for the Tak

Bai massacre of 2004, which occurred during his time

as prime minister and led to the deaths of 85 people.

However, his apology was met with criticism from

opposition MPs who questioned its sincerity. They

pointed out that the apology came after the statute of

limitations for the crimes had expired on October 25,

2024, meaning no legal action could be taken against

the perpetrators. While the Narathiwat Provincial Court

made progress in August 2024 by deciding to indict

certain officials, delays in legal proceedings, under the

administration of Thaksin's daughter, current Prime

Minister Paetongtarn Shinawatra, prevented the case

from moving forward.

Thaksin’s visit also coincided with a series of bombings

on February 23 in the southern border provinces, just

hours before his arrival. The attacks, which targeted

police and security forces, resulted in one civilian

death and left 11 others injured, including seven police

officers and four civilians in Yala province. [Bangkok

Post 3]

Thailand: First People’s Party lawmaker

acknowledges ethics charge over Section

112 petition

(lm) Wiroj Lakkhanaadisorn, a People's Party (PP) MP,

has become the first lawmaker to formally

acknowledge ethics charges from the National Anti-

Corruption Commission (NACC) over a petition to

amend Section 112 of the Criminal Code, Thailand’s

controversial lèse-majesté law. The case involves 44

MPs, all formerly from the Move Forward Party (MFP) –

the PP’s predecessor – before its dissolution.

The MFP, Thailand’s most prominent opposition party

after winning the most seats in the May 2023

parliamentary election, was dissolved by the
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Constitutional Court in January 2024 on the grounds

that its push to amend Section 112 violated the

constitution and threatened the monarchy. The ruling

also resulted in a 10-year political ban on all members

of the party’s executive committee, including former

leader Pita Limjaroenrat. In response, former MFP

lawmakers rebranded under the PP and continued

their legislative work.

During his visit to the NACC office, Wiroj demanded

access to the evidence against him, arguing that the

investigation should follow the same transparency and

fairness as a criminal trial. He criticized the

commission for inconsistencies in its scheduling,

pointing out that MPs from distant provinces were

summoned first, while those closer to the NACC were

called in later. He also objected to hearings being set

on House session days, potentially disrupting

parliamentary duties.

Wiroj questioned the 15-day response deadline

imposed on the accused lawmakers, emphasizing that

the NACC took over a year to investigate the case. He

vowed to challenge the process to ensure that all

accused MPs receive fair treatment under the law.

[Bangkok Post]

Thailand: Senator withdraws motion on

equal prison healthcare

(msz) During the proceedings in the Senate on

February 18, Senator Angkhana Neelapaijit withdrew a

motion regarding the equal prison healthcare provided

to inmates. The motion called on the Senate to support

the right of all prisoners to receive the same standard

of healthcare provided to former prime minister

Thaksin Shinawatra during his hospital detention in

2024. Thaksin, father of incumbent Prime Minister

Paetongtarn Shinawatra, is widely seen as the de facto

leader of the ruling Pheu Thai Party.

The withdrawal was criticized by progressive senators,

such as Senator Nantana Nantavaropas, who pointed

out that her move could pose as a signal that she had

been pressured to back down. On the other hand,

Senator Angkhana reasoned her withdrawal citing the

incomplete information to support the motion,

particularly concerning the death of a prisoner while

staging a hunger strike behind bars. The prisoner was

leader of youth-led Thalu Wang protest group Netiporn

“Boong” Saneysangkhom, who died on May 14, 2024.

The Senate then voted 138 to 7 to approve the

withdrawal of the motion with seven abstentions.

[Bangkok Post]
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Thailand: MP accused of rape faces legal

and ethical scrutiny after surrender

(hrs) Bangkok MP Chaiyamparwaan Manpianjit, from

the Thai Progressive Party, voluntarily reported to

Chiang Mai police to answer a rape charge filed by a

Taiwanese tourist. As a result, a motion seeking

parliamentary approval for his arrest and the

withdrawal of his parliamentary immunity was

withdrawn, and the House of Representatives did not

need to vote on the matter.

Despite his surrender, Chaiyamparwaan will likely face

an ethical investigation. A request for an ethical inquiry

into his actions, submitted by a Pheu Thai Party MP,

will be presented to the House committee on ethics for

approval. The motion for the investigation was

confirmed by House Speaker Wan Muhamad Noor

Matha, who clarified that the agenda for the upcoming

parliamentary session would not include the motion

due to the MP's compliance with legal proceedings.

Following his voluntary surrender, Chaiyamparwaan's

representative informed the House that he intends to

undergo the judicial process. [Bangkok Post]

Thailand: Championing e-waste reduction

movement in SEA

(hrs) Thailand is aiming to become a regional leader in

consumer rights and reducing e-waste as the nation

champions the “Right to Repair” movement.

A report produced by the Southeast Asia Public Policy

Institute, the Thailand Environment Institute (TEI) and

the Rangsit University, highlights the potential for

Thailand to lead ASEAN in adopting Right to Repair

(R2R) laws. It covers the current situation of many

independent repair shops struggling to access parts

and repair information, hindering their ability to offer

affordable alternatives to manufacturer-authorized

repairs.

Noting Thailand’s position as a major importer of e-

waste, the report emphasizes the importance and

benefits of R2R – reducing e-waste, resulting in lower

repair costs for consumers, boosting local economies

and improving ESG reputations for manufacturers.

The laws would require manufacturers to give access

to parts, tools and repair manuals, as opposed to
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current practices of restricting repairs to authorized

centers.

Along with suggesting solutions such as knowledge-

sharing within the repair community or adopting the

EU model of requiring long-term software updates for

smartphones, the report also emphasizes the

importance of strong governmental support in

implementing the R2R legislation. [Nation Thailand]

Thailand: Stricter laws target scrap shop

crimes

(lm) The House Committee on Industry has amended

the Control of Sale by Auction and Trade of Antiques

Act 1931 to impose stricter penalties, including prison

sentences, on scrap shop owners who purchase stolen

goods. The amendment was introduced due to the

increasing theft of public and private property, leading

to significant damage.

Akkaradet Wongpitakroj, Chairman of the committee,

highlighted the loopholes and weak penalties under

the previous law, which allowed scrap shop owners to

resell stolen goods with minimal consequences. Under

the revised law, scrap businesses that fail to record

seller information will face both fines and potential jail

time.

The committee is also considering modernizing the

current manual record-keeping system by introducing

electronic records through websites or apps. This

change aims to help authorities track stolen goods,

such as electric cables and manhole covers, that are

resold at scrap shops.

The revised law is now under consideration by the

House of Representatives. [Bangkok Post]

Thailand: Cabinet greenlights USD 133.5

million to combat flooding

(msz) On February 18, the cabinet approved a THB 4.5

billion (around USD 133.5 million) budget to help

households affected by flooding in southern provinces

in 2024 and to finance post-flood rehabilitation and

development projects. The announcement of a budget

and the corresponding projects came amidst the

protests calling for the termination of the Southern

Economic Corridor (SEC) project.
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According to Prime Minister Paetongtarn Shinawatra, a

THB 304.8 million (around USD 9 million) budget will be

directed towards 22 projects, proposed by the National

Economic and Social Development (NESD), to repair

flood-damaged infrastructure in Yala, Pattani and

Narathiwat. Additional THB 300 million (around USD

8.9 million) will be allocated for 23 similar projects for

Songkhla, Surat Thai, Chumphon and Nakhon Si

Thammarat. The cabinet also approved a THB 3.65

billion (around USD 106.8 million) fund from the

central fund for emergency purposes to compensate

more than 405,969 households affected by flooding in

the South in 2024. The compensation scheme was

proposed by the Interior Ministry. The prime minister

added that 12 projects worth 300 million THB from the

private sector were also approved.

Meanwhile, a group of protesters submitted a letter to

Paetongtarn calling for the end of the SEC project. They

warned of the potential widening inequalities between

investors and local residents, particularly regarding

access to natural resources.  For instance, under the

SEC law, the enforcement of certain laws like the land

law, the natural resources management and

conservation law, would be suspended to facilitate the

project. Somboon Khamheng, leader of the

Coordinating Committee of NGOs in the South, said

that locals did not have the chance to express their

concerns about the SEC project. The prime minister

responded that the government is ready to listen to

public concerns and explain how the SEC will benefit

them as per the duty of the government.

The SEC’s coverage includes four provinces –

Chumphon, Ranong, Surat Thani and Nakhon Si

Thammarat. The SEC also covers the Land Bridge

project connecting Chumphon on the Gulf of Thailand

to Ranong on the Andaman Sea. The project would

entail a deep-sea port, a motorway and a railway

system connecting the two provinces with the aim of

improving logistics. [Bangkok Post]

Thailand: Anti-torture law reaches 2-year

mark, minister highlights progress and

challenges

Thailand's Justice Minister Tawee Sodsong marked the

second anniversary of the enforcement of the Act on

Prevention and Suppression of Torture and Enforced

Disappearance BE 2565 (2023). During the event held

at the Justice Ministry on Chaeng Watthana Rd, Pol Col

Tawee highlighted both the successes and ongoing

challenges related to the law.
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The minister emphasized that the law offers essential

protections against torture and forced disappearances.

However, he acknowledged delays in the approval of

regulatory measures by the Finance Ministry, which are

needed to ensure compensation and rehabilitation for

victims. The UN has raised concerns regarding these

delays, calling for faster action to fully implement the

law. Despite these challenges, the law has already

contributed positively to improving Thailand’s human

rights landscape.

Pol Col Tawee also addressed the difficulties in

handling cases of Thai nationals who have disappeared

abroad, citing the challenges in collaborating with

foreign governments and the limitations of

international law. He reiterated the Ministry's

commitment to supporting the Office of the Attorney

General in seeking justice for these individuals.

Since its implementation, the law has seen 141 cases

filed, including 58 cases of torture, 45 of inhuman

treatment, 17 of enforced disappearance, and 21

involving multiple offenses. However, only two cases

have reached the courts thus far. [Bangkok Post]

Thailand: Farmers protest falling rice

prices

(hrs) Farmers gathered at Bangkok’s Government

House on February 19, with demands for the

government to boost rice prices from the current THB

6000 to THB 10,000 (USD 178 to 297) per ton. The

farmers had been hoping to speak with either the

prime minister, the agriculture or the commerce

minister to discuss measures to help alleviate the

falling rice prices. Deputy Commerce Minister Suchart

Chomklin came to speak with them at around noon.

Previously last week, farmers from Ayuthaya, Thailand,

protested the rice prices by blocking roads, which led

to the Ministry of Commerce to announce urgent

measures such as setting up rice-buying points.  The

protests come in the wake of significant losses

experienced by farmers during this current harvest

season – prices have dropped to between THB 6000 to

7000 (USD 178 to 208), as compared to the same

harvest season in 2024 that saw prices of between THB

10,000 to 11,000 (USD 297 to 327).

A national subcommittee on rice policy and

management and the House committee on agriculture

was planning to meet on February 20 to discuss the

issue. No update was available at the time of writing.
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In similar news, the Thai Agriculturists Association

submitted a letter on February 17 to the prime

minister, agriculture minister and commerce minister

to request for measures such as monetary

compensation to help the farmers. An example of

recommended measures was to have a compensation

of THB 500 (USD 15) per Rai (198 acres of land) for

observing the ban on straw burning, or for low rice

prices. [Bangkok Post]

Thailand: PETA steps up campaign against

monkey labor

(hrs) PETA has intensified its campaigns against the use

of monkeys in Thailand’s coconut industry, boosted by

support from Mike White, creator of The White Lotus, a

popular drama show. White has even appealed directly

to Prime Minister Paetongtarn Shinawatra for

compassion towards the endangered monkeys

exploited in the Thai coconut industry.

According to PETA investigations, social monkeys were

kept tethered on ropes with limits on their mobility in

coconut-picking training schools. The Thai coconut

industry and government have both denied

widespread use of monkey labor but have introduced

“monkey-free” certifications in the wake of

international pressure. PETA continues to call for

stricter regulations and boycotting of products from

companies that use forced monkey labor.

This latest update follows a protest that was held on

February 14 outside the Thai embassy in London,

where activists dressed as monkeys in prisoner outfits

and poured buckets of coconut milk over themselves

as a demonstration against the abuse faced by the

monkeys in Thailand. [Nation Thailand]

Thailand: Council of State rules out ERC's

push to amend renewable energy

contracts

(bk) Thailand's Council of State, the government’s legal

advisory body, has rejected a proposal by the Energy

Regulatory Commission (ERC) to modify contract

conditions with renewable power firms in an effort to

lower electricity prices. The Council ruled that such

changes fall beyond the regulator’s legal authority, as

contract conditions are legally binding and cannot be

altered unilaterally.
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The ERC had proposed reducing government spending

on renewable energy incentives under power purchase

agreements (PPAs) to free up funds and lower

electricity bills by THB 0.17 (USD 0.005) per kilowatt-

hour (unit), from the current THB 4.15 (USD 0.12).

Under existing PPAs, renewable power firms receive

adder and feed-in tariffs for eight years, and even after

these tariffs expire, they continue receiving bonus

tariffs. This structure results in renewable power being

more expensive than electricity generated from coal-

fired plants. ERC member Worawit Srianunraksa called

on the National Energy Policy Council, chaired by Prime

Minister Paetongtarn Shinawatra, to reassess the

electricity prices established under the PPAs, and

instead use the prices calculated by the Energy Policy

and Planning Office as the basis. These PPAs are

renewable every five years, potentially leading to long-

term financial burdens on businesses and households

if costs are not adjusted.

With the ERC’s proposal blocked, Energy Minister

Pirapan Salirathavibhaga is focusing on an alternative

strategy. His plan involves optimizing the use of Pool

Gas, a pricing mechanism that averages the cost of gas

sourced from the Gulf of Thailand, the Malaysia-

Thailand Joint Development Area, Myanmar, and

imported liquefied natural gas. By improving the

management of Pool Gas allocation for power

generation and industrial use, he believes generation

costs can be reduced, ultimately leading to lower

electricity tariffs. [Bangkok Post]

Thailand: Prime Minister calls for interest

rate cuts amid public dissatisfaction with

economic performance

(msz) Prime Minister Paetongtarn Shinawatra,

speaking at the "Matichon Leadership Forum 2025

Trust Thailand" on February 19, outlined the

government's economic outlook and urged the Bank of

Thailand (BoT) to lower interest rates to alleviate public

financial burdens. She emphasized that the high

interest rates were contributing to liquidity problems

and limiting investments in the industrial sector, which

in turn hampered the country's economic growth.

Despite this, Paetongtarn expressed optimism, noting

that the Thai economy had begun showing signs of

recovery by the end of 2024, with growth reaching 2.5

percent, slightly surpassing the 2 percent target set for

2023.

Paetongtarn attributed this recovery to the

government’s stimulus measures, which boosted

consumer spending and tourism, particularly following
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the expansion of Thailand’s visa-free policy. The prime

minister projected a 3 percent growth in 2025, driven

by increased private-sector investment, higher

consumer spending, and several state investment

projects.

However, Paetongtarn acknowledged the significant

challenge posed by high interest rates, which she

argued restricted access to funding, particularly for

Thai SMEs, and stifled their growth potential. She

called for a reduction in interest rates, asserting that

this would not harm the economy, as inflation rates

remained relatively low. She also highlighted the

government’s debt relief schemes, including the "Khun

Su, Rao Chuay" program, which had already helped

830,000 borrowers clear debts, with plans to assist an

additional 260,000 individuals. Furthermore,

Paetongtarn pointed to her predecessor Srettha

Thavisin's efforts to attract foreign investment, which

led to a 35 percent increase in investments, amounting

to approximately THB 1.14 trillion (USD 33.87 billion).

[Bangkok Post]

Despite these initiatives, a recent survey conducted by

Suan Dusit University revealed significant public

dissatisfaction with the government’s economic

performance. According to the poll, 65.9 percent of

respondents felt that the government's efforts to

address economic challenges were inefficient. A

staggering 93 percent of the population stated that the

economic situation had severely impacted their lives,

forcing them to exercise caution in spending due to

increased debt from loans and credit cards.

Respondents cited the high cost of living, reduced

spending, and weak purchasing power as the primary

causes of the economic crisis, with fluctuations in the

Thai baht and US dollar also contributing. Only 34.18

percent of people believed that former prime minister

Thaksin Shinawatra’s intervention would improve the

economic situation. [The Nation]

Thailand: Largest bank loan contraction in

15 years amid stricter loan approvals and

heightened credit risks

(bk) Thailand’s banking industry recorded its largest

loan contraction in 15 years in 2024, with total loans

declining by 0.4 percent year-on-year, following a 0.3

percent decrease in 2023. The contraction was driven

by a decline in SME loans, which fell by 5 percent, and

reductions in auto leasing (9.9 percent) and credit card

loans (2.3 percent). Personal loan growth slowed to 1.3

percent, and mortgage growth was marginal at 0.3
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percent. Corporate loans, however, showed positive

growth, increasing by 3.4 percent year-on-year.

According to the Bank of Thailand, the contraction in

loans was mainly due to banks being more cautious in

approving new loans amid rising credit risk and

ongoing debt deleveraging by borrowers. This cautious

stance is linked to the increased risk of default and the

economic pressures on individuals and businesses.

The central bank has stated that it will continue to

monitor loan growth in the banking sector in 2025,

though it does not expect significant expansion.

Despite the decline in loans, the banking sector's non-

performing loan (NPL) ratio improved, dropping from

2.97 percent in 2023 to 2.78 percent in 2024, due to

the debt restructuring measures implemented under

the Bank of Thailand’s responsible lending approach,

which has helped borrowers better manage their debt.

Moreover, the Finance Ministry's "You Fight, We Help"

debt relief initiative, which aims to assist vulnerable

borrowers, is expected to further reduce bad debt.

As a sidenote, the "You Fight, We Help" initiative

consists of two measures. First, "Direct Payment,

Reserve Assets" targets borrowers with housing, SME,

and auto loans under specific limits, offering debt

restructuring with reduced monthly payments and

suspended interest for three years. Second, "Pay, Deal,

Complete" targets borrowers with debts under THB

5,000 (USD 149) in default for over 90 days, allowing

them to settle the debt by paying only 10 percent of

the overdue balance.

Separately, the central bank has been in discussions

with property developers and contractors regarding

the sluggish growth in the mortgage sector and the

business climate. Developers had requested the bank

to ease loan-to-value (LTV) regulations for second and

third mortgages in response to slowing residential

property sales and increasing credit risks among

homebuyers. The central bank is considering these

concerns, along with other economic factors, before

making policy decisions. [Bangkok Post]

Thailand: Record-high investment

applications expected in 2025 amid US-

China trade tensions

(bk) Thailand is poised to see record-high investment

applications in 2025 for the second consecutive year,

driven by strong foreign direct investment (FDI) amid

escalating US-China trade tensions. Investment

promotion applications submitted to the Board of
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Investment (BoI) are on track to surpass previous

records, reflecting Thailand’s growing appeal to foreign

investors.

In 2024, BoI applications reached an all-time high of

3,137 projects, marking a 40.4 percent increase from

the previous year, with a total investment value of THB

1.14 trillion (USD 33.97 billion), up 34.5 percent.

Approved investments totaled THB 850 billion (USD

25.33 billion), reflecting a sharp 72.5 percent rise.

Thailand’s strategic advantage in attracting FDI is being

reinforced as companies relocate production from

China due to ongoing trade tensions. A 2024 study by

the Milken Institute and Kearney ranked Thailand

second among the top five Southeast Asian economies

for FDI attractiveness, behind only Malaysia and ahead

of Indonesia, Vietnam, and the Philippines.

Singapore, China, and Hong Kong remain the primary

sources of FDI in Thailand, with Chinese investment

growing significantly over the past decade. China may

soon overtake Japan as Thailand’s top foreign investor,

as Chinese investment levels are now three to four

times higher than those from Japan.

The influx of FDI is expected to benefit Thailand’s

industrial estates, construction, and property sectors.

However, strong regional competition means the

government must prioritize infrastructure

development, workforce training, and accelerating free

trade agreements to maintain its competitive edge.

Despite these challenges, private investment continues

to strengthen, with 2,599 new factories opening in

2024 compared to 1,234 closures. The value of newly

established factories stood at THB 383 billion (USD

11.71 billion), significantly outpacing the THB 47.8

billion (USD 1.42 billion) worth of factory closures.

[Bangkok Post]

Thailand: Industry body calls for govt help

to revive car market, domestic sales

decline

(lm) The Federation of Thai Industries (FTI) is urging the

government to introduce measures to revitalize the

domestic car market, which has been suffering from

declining sales, particularly in the pickup segment. In

January 2025, total car sales dropped by more than 12

percent year-on-year to 48,092 units, while exports fell

by 28.3 percent to 62,321 units, marking the lowest

level in 33 months.
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The significant drop in sales, especially in pickups, has

led manufacturers to reduce production by over

200,000 units, which has severely affected factory

workers and auto parts suppliers. The slowdown is

mainly attributed to weak consumer purchasing power

and challenges in accessing auto loans, compounded

by high household debt.

The FTI has suggested that the government act sooner

than the originally planned four months and proposed

establishing a 5-billion-baht fund to boost consumer

auto loans, particularly for the pickup segment. The

automotive sector, which accounts for 30 percent of

the country's GDP, is facing serious challenges, with

many companies reducing workers' hours and cutting

wages to 75 percent of full pay.

In addition to domestic sales issues, concerns over the

US's potential new tariffs on car imports and cheaper

car exports from China have contributed to the poor

performance of the export market. Thailand's total car

production also saw a significant year-on-year decline

of 24.6 percent in January 2025. [Bangkok Post]

Thailand: Outcry over growth of illegal

hotels, condos rented out to tourists

(lm) There has been growing concern over the

increasing practice of investors renting out residential

units as short-term accommodations, particularly in

tourist hotspots like Phuket and Bangkok. According to

the Thai Hotels Association (THA), this illegal activity is

in violation of the Hotel Act, which mandates a

minimum rental period of 30 days. Many condo

owners, both foreign and local, have been renting out

their units to tourists, raising issues for local residents

and impacting their livelihoods.

Phuket, in particular, has seen a high number of luxury

properties being sold to foreign buyers, particularly

from Russia, while Chinese investors are reportedly

buying large numbers of units, sometimes using them

as daily accommodations for tourists. In some cases,

condo units have been overcrowded with guests, with

up to nine people occupying a two-bedroom unit,

disturbing neighbors.

The situation highlights the broader problem of weak

law enforcement in Thailand, with concerns about

foreigners working illegally and stealing jobs from

locals. The Tourism Authority of Thailand aims to

attract 8-9 million Chinese tourists this year, but with

lingering concerns about safety and law enforcement,
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the industry may only see 6.7 million arrivals, the same

number as 2024. [Bangkok Post]

Thailand: Public Health Minister eyes

potential of investment in health on

economic growth

(msz) During a meeting on February 21, Public Health

Minister Somsak Thepsutin expressed his confidence

on smart investment in the medical and wellness

industry in boosting economic growth. The meeting

aimed to drive policies to increase Thailand's potential

as a medical and wellness hub. Somsak announced

seven policies in line with global health trends to

strengthen the medical and wellness industry.

According to Somsak, the seven key policies will help

create THB 690 billion in economic value for Thailand

in 2025, or around 3.39 percentof the country’s GDP.

The seven policies focus on supporting strategic

growth in the health and wellness sector, elevating

traditional Thai therapeutic wisdom, promoting health

tourism and expediting the development of the

medical equipment industry to push Thailand as a

manufacturing hub. The ministry had also set up the

Health Economics Department to determine policies

regarding health economics through data-driven

analysis, allocate resources and create an efficient

public health system.

Furthermore, the ministry expanded the training of

specialists in the traditional medicine sector like Thai

massage, the list of Thai herbs on the national drug

list, the “wellness routes” highlighting spas and hot

springs for health tourism. Permanent Secretary Opas

Kankawinpong said that the value of the country's

wellness tourism is estimated at about THB 1.42 trillion

(around USD 42.3 billion). Thailand is eying to become

a hub for Advanced Therapy Medicine Products

(ATMPs) by 2028 of which the global market value will

likely reach THB 1.25 trillion (around USD 37.2 billion)

by 2030. [Bangkok Post]

Thailand: Transport Ministry proposes

merging bus terminals with central

railway station

(bk) The Ministry of Transport is considering relocating

Bangkok's inter-provincial bus terminals to Krungthep

Aphiwat Central Terminal, Bangkok's main railway

station, to enhance connectivity with the city’s mass
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transit network. Transport Minister Suriya

Jungrungreangkit has tasked the Office of Transport

and Traffic Policy Planning (OTP) with studying the

feasibility of merging state-managed bus terminals. 

The proposal, if implemented, will result in the

relocation of three major terminals: Bangkok Bus

Terminal (Mo Chit 2) in Chatuchak, which serves the

North and Northeast; Ekkamai in Klong Toey, covering

the eastern provinces; and the New Southern Bus

Terminal in Taling Chan. Minister Suriya stated that the

move would transform the central terminal into a

transport mega-hub, allowing passengers to

seamlessly switch between different modes of

transport. He cited Hakata Station in Fukuoka, Japan,

as a model, where rail and bus services are integrated

for convenience. The OTP will assess the impact on

travelers, traffic flow around Krungthep Aphiwat, and

overall transport efficiency. The initial concept would

be finalized within four months, after which a 12-

month feasibility study will be conducted.

The new terminal is envisioned as a multi-level facility,

with each floor designated for departures to different

regions. The underground level will function as an

interchange for Bangkok Mass Transit Authority

(BMTA) buses, taxis, and ride-hailing services. The top

floor will house commercial spaces, including

restaurants, coffee shops, and souvenir shops, with

rental income contributing to the terminal’s

maintenance. [Bangkok Post]

Thailand: Government plans dual-track

railway and motorway to boost

connectivity with Malaysia

(lm) Thailand’s Transport Ministry has announced

plans to enhance transportation infrastructure in the

southern region by developing a dual-track railway

system and a motorway connecting Hat Yai province to

the Sadao border checkpoint with Malaysia. The

initiative aims to reduce logistics costs, stimulate trade

and tourism, and strengthen regional economic ties.

The State Railway of Thailand (SRT) is preparing a

proposal for three dual-track railway routes, which will

be submitted to the cabinet for approval. These

include the Chumphon–Surat Thani route spanning

168 kilometers at an estimated cost of THB 30.4 billion

(USD 880 million), the 321-kilometer Surat Thani–Hat

Yai–Songkhla route with a budget of THB 66.27 billion

(USD 1.94 billion), and the 45-kilometer Hat Yai–Padang

Besar route requiring THB 104.46 billion (USD 3.03

billion). Additionally, the SRT is seeking budget
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approval for the 216-kilometer Songkhla-Sungai Kolok-

Narathiwat railway, expected to open by 2034, to

enhance connectivity in the deep South.

A motorway project, designated as M84, is also under

review. This THB 40.78 billion (USD 1.19 billion) project

aims to connect Hat Yai to the Thai-Malaysian border,

with construction projected between 2027 and 2030.

Other infrastructure projects include the THB 9.3

billion (USD 271 million) Hat Yai bypass, which is

currently in the land expropriation phase and is

expected to ease congestion in the city. [Bangkok Post]

Thailand: Swiss port operator in talks on

potential investment in Laem Chabang

Port expansion

(bk) Thailand is in talks with Swiss port operator

Terminal Investment Limited (TiL) to secure investment

for the Phase 3 expansion of Laem Chabang Port, as

part of the country's effort to establish itself as a

regional transportation hub. Located on the Eastern

Seaboard, Laem Chabang Port is Thailand's primary

and busiest port, essential for international trade.

Deputy Transport Minister Manaporn Charoensri met

with Raphaël Boden, TiL’s deputy director of Port

Investment, on February 19. The discussions are

focused on increasing the port’s capacity to handle

containers and improving its infrastructure, specifically

through the addition of the E1 and E2 terminals. This

expansion is crucial as Thailand aims to strengthen its

connectivity and trade links with regional economies,

particularly China and India, through the Eastern

Seaboard development.

TiL, based in Geneva, operates container terminals in

31 countries, including major locations in Singapore,

South Korea, the United States, the Netherlands,

Belgium, and Spain. TiL’s global presence and expertise

make it a strategic partner for the port’s expansion.

The Phase 3 expansion aims to raise the port’s

container handling capacity from 11.1 million TEU to 18

million TEU annually. This includes marine

construction, new terminal buildings, railway system

upgrades, and the acquisition of advanced equipment

and technology.

The project is progressing as planned, with the F1

terminal slated for operation in 2027, the F2 terminal

in 2029, and full service by 2031. Further, the

development of Terminal E will begin in 2030, with

operations expected by 2032. Construction of
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Terminals E1 and E2 is expected to start in 2032 and

2034, respectively. The feasibility study indicates that

private companies will be invited to co-invest in

Terminal E starting in 2029. [The Nation]

Thailand: 161 Illegal job seekers arrested

at Thai-Myanmar Border

(hrs) 116 Myanmar nationals have been arrested in

Sangkhla Buri, the western province of Thailand, for

illegally crossing into Thailand. They had paid a

Myanmar broker THB 18,000 to 20,000 each (USD 535

to 594) to get a job in Thailand or Malaysia.

Similarly, 45 illegal migrants were arrested in in Thong

Pha Phum district of Thailand. Those wanting work in

Thailand paid brokers THB 13,000 to 15,000 (USD 386

to 446), while the fees for jobs in Malaysia went up to

THB 70,000 (USD 2080) each.

All were taken to the Thong Pha Phum police station

for legal action and later repatriated to Myanmar.

[Bangkok Post]

Thailand: Authorities dismiss claims of

Israeli business dominance in Pai amid

concerns over tourist behavior

(lm) Thai authorities have rejected social media claims

suggesting Israeli settlements or business dominance

in Pai, a popular tourist town in Mae Hong Son

province, following an official inspection. Mae Hong

Son police, in collaboration with local officials,

reviewed businesses, accommodations, and religious

sites in Pai and confirmed that all enterprises are

owned by Thais.

The investigation comes amid rising concerns over the

behavior of Israeli tourists, with some locals expressing

unease over large gatherings at a Jewish community

center (Chabad house) and isolated incidents involving

disruptive actions by Israeli visitors. A widely publicized

event involved four Israeli men vandalizing Pai

Hospital’s emergency room after attempting to see a

compatriot injured in a motorcycle accident.

In response to the backlash, the Israeli Embassy in

Thailand issued guidelines for its citizens, urging them

to respect Thai traditions and laws. The embassy

emphasized proper conduct, including maintaining

noise levels, adhering to visa regulations, following
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traffic laws, dressing appropriately, and engaging

respectfully with locals. It also acknowledged that

several Israeli tourists had been deported recently for

violating Thai laws.

Officials noted that 4,573 Israelis had visited Pai in

2025 as of February 19, with only 24 requesting visa

extensions. The police also reported no violations

during recent gatherings at the Chabad house, where

200 to 300 Israeli nationals participated in religious

services and communal meals. [Bangkok Post 1]

[Bangkok Post 2]

In similar news, the Embassy of Israel in Thailand has

issued guidelines to promote the good image of Israeli

nationals after receiving backlash over the disruptive

behavior of Israeli tourists in Pai. Posting on Facebook,

the embassy outlined recommendations for behavior

and advised its citizens to adhere to Thai traditions and

laws to maintain a positive image and foster goodwill

for their country. [Bangkok Post 3]

Thailand: Cyber-attacks and scams surge,

exacerbated by AI and weak digital

security

(hrs/lm) Thailand is facing a severe cybersecurity crisis,

with cyber-attacks increasing 70 percent more

frequently than the global average, according to Check

Point Software Technologies. This alarming rise is

largely attributed to phishing scams and banking

frauds, which have been intensified by the use of

artificial intelligence (AI) tools.

In 2024, Thailand also experienced a dramatic 112

percent rise in scam calls and SMS messages, reaching

168 million, a significant jump from the previous year.

Scam calls increased to 38 million, while scam SMS

messages surged to 130 million. These scams primarily

involved gambling, money loan frauds, and

impersonation of delivery and utility services, many of

which exploited government policies. Whoscall, a

leading anti-scam company, reported blocking over

130 million SMS scams in 2024. [Bangkok Post]

The Bank of Thailand reported that over THB 60 billion

(USD 1.8 million) was lost to online financial scams

between 2023 and 2024, with AI tools increasingly used

to facilitate these fraudulent activities. As the threats

escalate, experts have called for urgent adoption of

advanced cybersecurity technologies and greater

collaboration between the public and private sectors to

safeguard Thailand's digital infrastructure. [Thailand

Business News]
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Timor-Leste: Government outlines

development priorities to foreign

ambassadors

(lm) The government of Timor-Leste presented its key

initiatives and priorities to foreign ambassadors

accredited to the country, following a reception

organized by the Presidency of the Republic. The

session, led by Minister of Foreign Affairs and

Cooperation Bendito dos Santos Freitas, emphasized

Timor-Leste’s growing international engagement, its

recent accession to the World Trade Organization

(WTO), and ongoing efforts to integrate into the

Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN).

Secretary-General of the g7+, Helder da Costa,

highlighted Timor-Leste’s leadership in the

intergovernmental organization, particularly in

promoting peace, conflict mediation, and international

development approaches. Minister of Interior

Francisco da Costa Guterres reaffirmed the

government's commitment to modernizing security

forces and strengthening border management through

cooperation agreements, including the Immigration

Cooperation Working Group (ICWG) and bilateral police

partnerships.

Minister of Petroleum and Mineral Resources Francisco

da Costa Monteiro outlined the government’s strategy

for developing the oil and mining sector, underscoring

the importance of the Timor-Leste Liquefied Natural

Gas (TLNG) project in driving economic growth. He

stressed that natural resources would be managed to

maximize national benefits while ensuring long-term

sustainability.

Central Bank Governor Helder Lopes provided an

economic overview, setting a target of 5 percent

annual GDP growth, a 10 percent increase in private

investment, and plans to transition Timor-Leste into an

upper-middle-income country by 2030. Key strategies

include enhancing infrastructure, strengthening

human capital, expanding financial inclusion, and

fostering global trade integration through free trade

agreements.

Minister of the Presidency of the Council of Ministers

Agio Pereira, representing Prime Minister Kay Rala

Xanana Gusmão, underscored the government's focus

on infrastructure as the foundation for economic

transformation. He reaffirmed Timor-Leste’s

commitment to reducing regional inequalities,

promoting sustainable industries such as agriculture,

fisheries, tourism, and the blue economy, and



fostering a business-friendly environment to attract

investment. He urged international partners to

continue collaborating with Timor-Leste in pursuit of a

more resilient and prosperous future. [Government of

Timor-Leste]

Timor-Leste: Swearing-in ceremony for

new board of directors and statutory

auditor of National Press

(lm) On February 21, the Minister for the Presidency of

the Council of Ministers, Agio Pereira, presided over

the swearing-in ceremony of the new members of the

Board of Directors and Statutory Auditor of the

National Press of Timor-Leste (INTL, IP). The Minister

expressed confidence in the new leadership to elevate

INTL, IP to higher standards of quality, innovation, and

public service. The ceremony was attended by various

government officials. [Government of Timor-Leste]

Timor-Leste: Prime Minister visits RAEOA

to assess progress and launch digital

health system

(lm) Prime Minister Kay Rala Xanana Gusmão

concluded a five-day official visit to the Special

Administrative Region of Oé-Cusse Ambeno (RAEOA), a

unique administrative region in Timor-Leste, located

on the western tip of the country, bordering Indonesia,

from February 17 to 21. The visit focused on assessing

institutional functioning, public service progress, and

territorial planning, while gathering ideas from the

Authority and local communities for the region’s

development.

During the visit, the Prime Minister launched a digital

health system aimed at transforming traditional

manual processes into more efficient, digital solutions.

This initiative includes the implementation of

centralized electronic medical records that ensure real-

time access and synchronization of data.

The Prime Minister also visited the Naktuka

community, stressing the importance of fostering

peace and cooperation between Timor-Leste and

Indonesia, particularly in resolving border delimitation

issues. In terms of infrastructure, Gusmão inspected

the rehabilitation of the road linking several villages,

which aims to improve mobility and help local farmers

access markets, reinforcing the region's sustainable

development goals. [Government of Timor-Leste]
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Vietnam: Parliament's resolution

adjusting 2025 socio-economic

development plan approved

(he) Vietnam’s National Assembly has approved

adjustments to the 2025 socio-economic development

plan, setting a minimum GDP growth target of 8

percent and expecting the economy to surpass USD

500 billion. The resolution also aims to raise GDP per

capita above USD 5,000 and limit consumer price index

(CPI) growth to 4.5–5 percent.

The government is tasked with enhancing the legal

framework, improving law enforcement, and

modernizing infrastructure to sustain economic

growth. Key measures include removing investment

barriers, reforming administrative procedures, and

fostering a better business environment. The

resolution also emphasizes developing new growth

drivers, particularly in science, technology, and digital

transformation, while maintaining momentum in

traditional economic sectors.

Lawmakers also approved a pilot resolution to

eliminate obstacles in science-technology research,

innovation, and digital transformation. The initiative,

consisting of four chapters and 17 articles, is expected

to accelerate Vietnam’s technological advancement

and economic modernization. [Viet Nam News]

[Vietnam Plus]

Vietnam: Former Ha Nam provincial

leader disciplined over investment project

violations

(lm) A former Chairman of the Ha Nam Provincial

People’s Committee, Nguyen Xuan Dong, has received

a disciplinary warning from Prime Minister Pham Minh

Chinh for violations committed during his tenure. The

decision follows an earlier Party disciplinary measure

announced in November 2024 by the Party Central

Committee’s Inspection Commission.

Dong, who also served as vice secretary of the

provincial Party Committee and secretary of the Party

Civil Affairs Committee, was found to have violated

Party regulations and state laws in managing

investment projects. [Viet Nam News]
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Vietnam: Students pressured to boost

online praise for Party leader To Lam

(lm) Students in Vietnam’s Dak Lak province were

instructed by the Communist Youth Union, the

country's largest youth organization operating under

the Communist Party, to “like,” “heart,” and share a

Facebook post praising Communist Party General

Secretary To Lam’s political theories. The post, titled

“Firmly and Adamantly Rejecting Distorted Rhetoric

About the Nation’s New Era,” was circulated on

February 18 via the Facebook page Hung thieng Tay

Nguyen and was later restricted from general users.

Students were reportedly told to submit screenshots

proving their engagement before 9 p.m. the same day.

Some ignored the directive, while others complied

despite feeling frustrated. Similar requests were

reported in other parts of Vietnam.

The post, an excerpt from a Communist Party article,

promoted Lam’s vision of Vietnam’s “new era” of

national growth and defended government reforms,

anti-corruption efforts, and economic policies. It also

called on citizens to counter “hostile narratives”

challenging the party’s leadership.

By February 19, the post had amassed approximately

1,500 likes, 1,500 comments, and 1,900 shares, mostly

from accounts with limited activity or locked profiles.

Student leaders reportedly shared instructions on how

to boost engagement through a centralized website.

Analysts suggest that such social media campaigns are

driven by quotas requiring government agencies and

organizations to generate engagement, with some

employees facing evaluations based on their

participation.[Radio Free Asia]

Vietnam: UN experts urge release of jailed

blogger amid enforced disappearance

allegations

(lm) Four United Nations special rapporteurs have

called on Vietnam’s government to release activist

blogger Duong Van Thai, arguing that allegations of his

abduction undermine the fairness of the legal case

that led to his 12-year prison sentence. The appeal,

made in a joint letter dated December 20, 2024, and

released on February 17, 2025, highlights concerns

about Thai’s reported enforced disappearance and

forced return to Vietnam.
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Thai, a critic of government corruption and policies,

fled Vietnam in 2019 and was granted refugee status

by the UN. He went missing in Thailand in April 2023,

with rights groups alleging he was abducted by

Vietnamese security personnel. Shortly afterward, he

was found in Vietnamese custody. In a closed-door trial

on October 30, 2024, he was convicted of

disseminating information harmful to the state.

The UN experts expressed concern that his alleged

disappearance violated due process and called on

Vietnam to investigate the incident, identify those

responsible, and provide Thai with redress. The letter

was signed by special rapporteurs on human rights

defenders, arbitrary detention, enforced

disappearances, and freedom of expression.

Thai has since been transferred to An Diem Prison in

Quang Nam, about 1,000 kilometers from his family.

His mother reported that authorities have denied her

attempts to verify her relationship with Thai,

preventing her from sending supplies or visiting him.

[Radio Free Asia]

Vietnam: Government expands support

for persons with disabilities

(nt) Vietnam is strengthening its commitment to the

rights and welfare of persons with disabilities through

expanded social policies, legal frameworks, and digital

inclusion efforts. With over 7 million persons with

disabilities—accounting for more than 7 percent of the

population aged two and older—the government has

implemented measures to improve accessibility,

healthcare, education, and employment opportunities.

The country ratified the United Nations Convention on

the Rights of Persons with Disabilities in 2014 and has

since enacted national laws and policies aimed at

promoting equality. Currently, over 1.6 million people

with severe disabilities receive monthly social

allowances, and 96 percent of them have health

insurance coverage. The government also facilitates

inclusive education and provides vocational training

and employment assistance, including loans with

preferential interest rates.

Vietnam is also promoting the use of digital technology

to support individuals with disabilities, enabling them

to overcome physical limitations through specialized

tools and IT training programs. The Vietnam

Federation on Disability is working with government

agencies to develop software that collects data on the
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needs of persons with disabilities, ensuring targeted

support in education, healthcare, and employment.

Despite progress, challenges remain, including the

need for further accessibility improvements, cost

barriers, and societal perceptions. Moving forward, the

government and disability advocacy groups plan to

expand digital education and employment

opportunities to enhance independence and social

integration for persons with disabilities. [Viet Nam

News]

Vietnam: Private investment, electricity

imports key to energy security and

economic growth

(nt) Vietnam is intensifying efforts to attract private

sector investment in its energy sector while increasing

electricity imports from China and Laos to meet rising

domestic demand.

Experts at a recent energy workshop emphasized that

affordable electricity prices and regulatory

transparency are essential for sustaining investor

confidence. The country’s energy development

strategy, outlined in Power Plan VIII, aims to boost

private sector contributions, which already account for

over 50 percent of total power capacity. However,

concerns remain about financing challenges, land

costs, and administrative inefficiencies affecting energy

projects. [Vietnamnet Global]

To supplement domestic production, Vietnam plans to

significantly increase electricity imports. The Ministry

of Industry and Trade (MoIT) has proposed raising

electricity imports from China and Laos to 3,000 MW

and 2,500 MW, respectively, by 2030—well above

current targets. The government sees imports as a

strategic move to support Vietnam’s economic

expansion, which requires an annual electricity growth

rate of 12-14 percent. [The Investor 1]

In line with these plans, Vietnam Electricity (EVN) has

begun constructing a 500 kV transmission line between

Lao Cai and Vinh Yen, set to be completed by August

2025. This USD 290 million project will facilitate

increased electricity imports from China. Currently,

Vietnam imports about 1,000 MW of power from Laos

and 550 MW from China, but these numbers are

expected to grow as cross-border energy agreements

expand. [The Investor 2]
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Vietnam: Export market diversification

key to reducing trade risks

(nt) Vietnam is prioritizing export market diversification

to mitigate risks stemming from escalating global trade

tensions and shifting tariff policies. The move comes in

response to U.S. President Donald Trump’s recent tariff

hikes on exports from Canada, Mexico, and China,

sparking concerns over potential tariff increases on

Vietnamese goods.

Businesses across various sectors are adapting to

market volatility by securing alternative supply chains

and expanding into new markets. The textile and

garment industry, targeting USD 47–48 billion in

revenue for 2025, is increasing localization and

sourcing materials from countries like Pakistan.

Similarly, Bibica Corporation, a leading confectionery

producer, is expanding into South Korea, Japan, and

China through major retailers such as Walmart, aiming

to boost exports to 20 percent of total revenue within

three years.

The Vietnam Leather, Footwear, and Handbag

Association (Lefaso) recommends small- and medium-

sized enterprises focus on low-risk and stable markets

like the EU, Japan, and ASEAN. Meanwhile, rice

exporters are adjusting strategies to maintain

Vietnam’s competitive position globally.

Authorities are urging businesses to leverage Vietnam’s

17 free trade agreements (FTAs) to reduce dependence

on a few key markets, enhance export value, and

cushion against trade policy shifts. They also advocate

for increased imports of U.S. machinery, equipment,

and technology to strengthen domestic production

and productivity. [Vietnam Plus]

Vietnam: Proposal for tax and land rent

payment extensions in 2025

(hn) The Ministry of Finance (MoF) is seeking public

feedback on a draft decree proposing extensions for

the payment of value-added tax (VAT), corporate

income tax, personal income tax, and land rents in

2025, with a total deferred amount estimated at nearly

VND 102 trillion (USD 3.99 billion).

Under the proposal, VAT payments will be deferred by

up to six months, while corporate income tax

payments for the first two quarters of 2025 will be

extended by five months, totaling VND 36 trillion.

Business households and individual entrepreneurs will
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also receive extended deadlines for VAT and personal

income tax payments, with a total deferral of VND 350

billion. Additionally, land rent payments for 2025 will

be partially deferred by six months, amounting to VND

3.6 trillion.

Despite economic growth in 2024, Vietnam continues

to face challenges, including limited credit access,

rising bad debt, and slow public investment

disbursement. Key industries such as agriculture,

fisheries, and manufacturing are struggling, while

tourism remains sluggish.

The MoF emphasized that this policy is an extension,

not a tax exemption or reduction, meaning all deferred

taxes and land rents must be settled by December 31,

2025, ensuring no negative impact on the State

budget. [Viet Nam News]

Vietnam: Financial security concerns stall

crypto transaction pilot

(hn) The Ministry of Finance opposes a proposal to

pilot cryptocurrency and digital asset transactions in

financial centers from July 2026 due to financial

security concerns. Vietnam lacks regulations on digital

assets, and their use as payment methods could pose

risks. The ministry recommends government oversight

and removing the proposed start date.

Prior facts, the Ministry of Planning and Investment

proposes a controlled pilot program for fintech

activities, including digital asset and cryptocurrency

exchanges at financial centers.

Vietnam ranks among the top three in global crypto

ownership, with USD 120 billion in digital asset inflows

in 2023. While sandbox models help fintech startups

innovate, authorities stress the need for strict

regulations to prevent financial fraud. [Vnexpress1, in

Vietnamese] [Vnexpress2, in Vietnamese]

Vietnam: Prime Minister approves study

for optimal route linking Gia Binh airport

and Hanoi

(hn) Vietnam is fast-tracking the development of Gia

Binh Airport in Bac Ninh province, with Prime Minister

Pham Minh Chinh urging the construction of the most

efficient and visually appealing route linking it to

Hanoi. The airport, which broke ground on December
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10, 2024, is designed as a multi-functional, dual-use

facility, classified at the 4E standard, making it one of

the most advanced in the region.

During a February 23 meeting in Hanoi, Prime Minister

Chinh stressed the urgent need for a new airport in the

Red River Delta, a key economic hub where Noi Bai

International Airport remains under immense pressure

despite recent expansions. The Gia Binh Airport will

serve both economic and national defense purposes,

functioning as a training base for the People’s Public

Security Air Force, a backup for the Air Defense-Air

Force Service, and a hub for special government and

diplomatic flights.

To alleviate congestion at Noi Bai and support regional

connectivity, Prime Minister Chinh called for the

airport’s rapid expansion and urged authorities to

ensure the connecting road to Hanoi is completed

within two years. This infrastructure push aligns with

Vietnam’s broader economic and defense strategy,

aiming to enhance logistics capabilities, attract

investment, and promote tourism.

The Prime Minister advocated for special mechanisms

and policies to accelerate decision-making and ensure

swift, high-quality, and sustainable construction. The

project is also expected to integrate a modern logistics

hub, supporting e-commerce and economic growth.

With Party General Secretary To Lam emphasizing

infrastructure modernization, Gia Binh Airport is set to

play a critical role in Vietnam’s long-term development

strategy. [Viet Nam News]

Vietnam: Approval of USD 8.4 billion

railway project raises debt and

governance concerns

(hn/lm) Vietnam's National Assembly has approved an

USD 8.4 billion railway project connecting Lao Cai,

Hanoi, and Hai Phong, aiming to boost economic

development, industrialization, and connectivity with

China. However, analysts warn of potential

mismanagement, debt risks, and Chinese influence,

particularly as part of the financing will come from

Chinese loans.

The 390.9 km railway, designed to accommodate both

passenger and freight services, is expected to

accelerate growth along the Lao Cai-Hanoi-Hai Phong

corridor, a key economic hub. The project will include

electrified single-track lines with speeds of up to 160

km/h in certain sections. To ensure financing, the

prime minister has been authorized to issue
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government bonds and seek Official Development

Assistance (ODA) and preferential foreign loans. [Viet

Nam News]

Vietnam’s approval of Chinese-backed funding for the

Lao Cai-Hai Phong railway has sparked public

skepticism, as previous infrastructure projects funded

by Beijing, such as Hanoi’s Cat Linh-Ha Dong Metro

line, have been marred by cost overruns and delays.

Critics warn of the risk of falling into a debt trap,

similar to what happened in Laos, where a China-

funded high-speed rail left the country struggling with

debt.

Vietnam is also planning a separate USD 67 billion

north-south high-speed railway between Hanoi and Ho

Chi Minh City, which will primarily rely on domestic

funding. Experts say this approach reflects Vietnam’s

desire to maintain strategic autonomy and avoid

excessive dependence on China, though financial risks

remain.

Concerns over corruption and mismanagement

persist, as previous railway and metro projects have

suffered from delays and financial mismanagement.

Analysts emphasize the need for greater transparency

and oversight to ensure Vietnam’s railway expansion

strengthens its economy without creating long-term

financial instability or geopolitical vulnerabilities. [Voice

of America]

Vietnam: Ho Chi Minh city accelerates

electric vehicle adoption for greener

transport

(hn/he) Ho Chi Minh City (HCMC), Vietnam’s largest

metropolis and economic center, is advancing its green

transport initiatives and strengthening its healthcare

infrastructure as part of a broader modernization

strategy. The city is actively transitioning to electric

vehicles (EVs) to reduce pollution, with a focus on

expanding the public transport network and

establishing an EV charging infrastructure. The

municipal Department of Transport has been tasked

with developing policies to phase out fossil fuel-

powered vehicles and encourage clean energy

alternatives. [tuoi tre news]

Parallel to its transport efforts, HCMC is also focusing

on expanding its healthcare system, aiming to become

a regional medical hub. The city is developing three

specialized medical clusters: a central cluster including

the University of Medicine and Pharmacy, national

hospitals, and emergency centers; a Tan Kien cluster in
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Binh Chanh District featuring a new medical university

campus and specialized hospitals; and a Thu Duc

cluster integrating health sciences institutions and

stroke treatment facilities.[Viet Nam News]
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China calls for global unity on two-state

solution at high-level Cairo meeting

(yq) China has reaffirmed its support for the two-state

solution as the only viable path to ending the Israeli-

Palestinian conflict, urging the global community to

push for its full implementation. Speaking at the

Fourth Meeting of the Global Alliance for the

Implementation of the Two-State Solution in Cairo,

Chinese Ambassador to Egypt and the Arab League,

Liao Liqiang, expressed deep concern over the ongoing

crisis in Gaza and emphasized the need for a lasting

cease fire. [Xinhua News Agency]

Liao stressed that Gaza is an inseparable part of

Palestinian territory, and any future governance

arrangements must align with the Palestinian people’s

aspirations, adhere to international law, and respect

UN resolutions. He also reaffirmed China’s support for

the United Nations Relief and Works Agency for

Palestine Refugees in the Near East (UNRWA),

emphasizing its critical role in post-war recovery

efforts.

The meeting, attended by representatives from 35

countries and various international organizations,

focused on UNRWA’s role in Gaza’s reconstruction and

the impact of Israeli restrictions on its operations.
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The Global Alliance for the Implementation of the Two-

State Solution was initiated in September by Saudi

Arabia, Norway, and the European Union to build

international consensus on Palestinian statehood.

Egypt’s foreign ministry reiterated its commitment to a

Palestinian state based on the 1967 borders with East

Jerusalem as its capital, emphasizing that a two-state

framework remains the only path to lasting peace.

[Bastille Post Global]

Chinese foreign minister calls for stronger

global cooperation, resolution of Ukraine

and Middle East conflicts

(dh) Chinese Foreign Minister Wang Yi emphasized the

need for stronger global cooperation and diplomatic

efforts to resolve conflicts in Ukraine and the Middle

East during a UN Security Council (UNSC) meeting in

New York on February 8. China assumed the rotating

presidency of the UNSC on February 1.

Wang reaffirmed Beijing’s support for multilateralism

and peaceful negotiations, stating that regions like

Gaza and the West Bank should not be used as political

leverage in international discussions. [SCMP]

Wang emphasized China’s stance on international

relations, highlighting principles set by President Xi

Jinping, which include respecting national sovereignty,

adhering to the UN Charter, considering all nations'

security concerns, and promoting peaceful solutions.

[Reuters] [China Ministry of Foreign Affairs]

He urged the Security Council to uphold its

responsibility in maintaining peace and security, calling

for a more fair and inclusive global system. He

described the situation in the Middle East as fragile

and stressed the need for a two-state solution to bring

stability to both Palestine and the broader region. His

remarks aligned with broader calls for Security Council

reform, which were echoed by other officials. [Anadolu

Anjansi]

His remarks came amid international debate over the

future of Gaza, following controversial comments by

former U.S. President Donald Trump, who suggested

relocating its population, suggesting a US takeover of

Gaza to rebuild it. Wang maintained that governance in

Palestinian territories should remain under Palestinian

control. [Reuters 1] [Reuters 2]

Wang’s visit to the UN comes as China continues to

promote its approach to global governance,

positioning itself as a supporter of international
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consensus, emphasizing multipolarity, whereby power

is distributed across many countries in contrast to

what he described as the US’s more unilateral policies.

This echoes statements Wang made at recent

diplomatic meetings in the UK, Ireland and at the

Munich Security Conference (see AiR No. 7,

February/2025, 3).

The visit takes place amid speculation about a

potential meeting between Chinese President Xi Jinping

and US President Donald Trump. Analysts suggest that

while Beijing is open to such a meeting, it wants careful

planning to ensure a balanced approach, particularly if

new trade tariffs are introduced by the US. [SCMP]

In contrast to China, during an open debate on the

same day at the UN Security Council, acting US

Ambassador to the UN, Dorothy Shea, expressed

concerns about what she described as China using its

developing-nation status to further its own interests

within international organizations. She also criticized

what she saw as a persistent bias against Israel within

the UN. [United States Mission to the United Nations]

[NHK]

While some observers view Wang’s statement as

largely symbolic, others noted that China is working to

present itself as a stabilizing force in global affairs,

particularly as US foreign policy priorities evolve under

its new administration. [SCMP]

Chinese Foreign Minister Wang Yi focus on

Ukraine, meets Russian counterpart at

G20 meeting

(dh) On February 20 at a G20 meeting in Johannesburg,

South Africa, China expressed support for diplomatic

efforts to end the war in Ukraine, particularly backing

the latest discussions between the United States and

Russia. Chinese Foreign Minister Wang Yi emphasized

Beijing’s commitment to promoting peace and

constructive dialogue as he urged other G20 nations to

act as forces of global peace and stability. [Reuters 1]

On the sidelines of the G20 meeting, Wang and

Russian Foreign Minister Sergei Lavrov discussed their

countries' strengthening ties. Wang emphasized the

progress in their strategic partnership and

cooperation, highlighting the positive impact it has on

both nations and their roles in promoting global

multipolarity. Lavrov agreed, stressing Russia’s

commitment to furthering exchanges and cooperation

in areas like trade, culture, and finance. [CGTN]
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According to the Chinese foreign ministry, Lavrov

reaffirmed Russia’s interest in expanding trade,

financial, and cultural ties with China. He also provided

an update on the Ukraine conflict, stating that Russia

seeks to address its underlying causes and pursue a

resolution in line with the U.N. Charter. He

acknowledged China’s diplomatic efforts, including its

role in the "Friends for Peace" initiative with Brazil.

Wang reiterated China’s position in favor of dialogue

and a political solution to the conflict.

Beyond Ukraine, the two ministers exchanged views on

international and regional issues, including

developments in the Middle East, underscoring their

ongoing diplomatic coordination. Lavrov confirmed

that their next meeting would take place soon in

Moscow. [China Ministry of Foreign Affairs]

This meeting follows a discussion in late January

between Russian President Vladimir Putin and Chinese

President Xi Jinping, where they explored ways to

strengthen ties with U.S. President Donald Trump, the

potential for a peace agreement in Ukraine, and

Moscow’s steadfast support for Beijing's position on

Taiwan. [Reuters 2]

With this year’s G20 summit being the first held on the

African continent since the African Union became a full

member in September 2023, Wang underscored the

importance of listening to African nations' perspectives

and addressing their concerns. He reaffirmed China’s

support for Africa’s development and its ability to

handle its own affairs without outside interference,

while encouraging broader international cooperation

for peace and prosperity. He also called for continued

efforts to uphold the ceasefire in Gaza and reaffirmed

the two-state solution as the best path forward. [China

Daily]

China ranks second global soft power

index

(yq) Brand Finance, a London-based global brand

valuation and strategy consultancy, has ranked China

2nd place in its Global Soft Power Index 2025, with a

score of 72.8 out of 100. The U.S. (79.5) tops the list,

with the UK (72.4) on third place, followed by Japan

(71.5) and Germany (70.1). [Brand Finance 1] [Brand

Finance 2]

More than 170,000 respondents from over 100

countries were surveyed to gather data on global

perceptions of all 193 member states of the United

Nations. [Modern Diplomacy]
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China live-fire drills spark reaction from

Australia and New Zealand

(dh) China’s recent live-fire naval exercises in the

Tasman Sea, located between Australia and New

Zealand, have drawn attention from both nations due

to their scale and advanced weaponry. The drills, which

took place over two days, were described as an

unprecedented display of military capability in the

region.

New Zealand’s Defense Minister Judith Collins noted

that such exercises had not been seen in these waters

before and highlighted the sophisticated weaponry on

board the Chinese warships. She also raised concerns

about the short notice given to civilian aircraft, which

had to alter their flight paths as a result. [CNN]

Australian Defense Minister Richard Marles argued

that the notice given was too short, causing airlines to

alter their flight paths. He also stated that China had

not provided a clear justification for the drills.

China has pushed back against Australia's concerns

saying the criticism is exaggerated and not based on

facts. The Chinese defense ministry spokesperson

stated that China had issued multiple safety notices in

advance and that the exercises followed international

law without posing a threat to aviation.

China expressed surprise and disappointment over

Australia's reaction, accusing it of making unfair

accusations and unnecessarily escalating the issue.

[Reuters]

Experts interpret these exercises as part of China’s

broader strategy to develop a global naval presence.

While China’s navy does not yet have the same global

reach as the U.S. Navy, analysts suggest that these

drills reflect its growing confidence and ambition. The

increased presence of Chinese military vessels in the

South Pacific highlights shifting dynamics in the region,

prompting discussions about security and strategic

balance. [CNN]

This incident follows a recent meeting between

Chinese Foreign Minister and his Australian

counterpart, Penny Wong, last Friday 21 February, in

Johannesburg following the G20 summit. In the

meeting, both sides discussed ambitions to improve

bilateral relations. Wang expressed appreciation for

Australia’s adherence to the one-China policy and

called for respect for China's core interests.

Additionally, Wong welcomed the strengthening of
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trade and diplomatic ties. Both ministers stressed the

importance of multilateralism and maintaining

international stability. [Global Times] [China Ministry of

Foreign Affairs]

Japanese prime minister confirms U.S.

president’s pledge to address abduction

issue with North Korea

(adi) Prime Minister Shigeru Ishiba announced that U.S.

President Donald Trump has vowed to raise the issue

of Japanese citizens abducted by North Korea in future

discussions with North Korean leader Kim Jong Un. The

commitment was made during a recent summit

between Ishiba and Trump (see AiR No. 6,

February/2025, 2). [AA]

The Japanese government counts a total of 17

abductees, with five of whom repatriated in 2002

following then Prime Minister Junichiro Koizumi’s visit

to Pyongyang. [Kyodo News]

North Korea maintains that the abduction issue has

been resolved, leading to strained diplomatic relations

with Japan.

The abductions, which occurred in the late 1970s and

early 1980s, involved North Korean agents kidnapping

Japanese nationals to train spies in Japanese language

and culture. In 2002, North Korea admitted to

abducting 13 individuals, returning five and claiming

the others had died—an assertion Japan disputes.

Tokyo maintains that many abductees remain

unaccounted for.

President Trump previously raised the abduction issue

at the United Nations General Assembly in 2017, citing

the case of Megumi Yokota, a 13-year-old abducted in

1977. During his first term, Trump met with families of

abductees, pledging U.S. support for resolving the

issue. [Mainichi Shimbun]

Mongolia, FAO launch project to combat

land degradation

(fs) The Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO)

Representative to Mongolia Vinod Ahuja met with

Mongolian Minister of Environment and Climate

Change Odontuya Saldan on February 18 to discuss

environmental concerns, including land degradation,

sustainable agriculture, and biodiversity conservation.
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The meeting concluded with the signing of an

agreement to implement a project to rehabilitate and

conserve the mountain landscapes in the Khangai

region of Mongolia for improved ecosystem services

and community livelihoods.

The project, funded by the Global Environment Facility

(GEF) and implemented by the Ministry of Environment

and Climate Change of Mongolia, aims to restore

degraded land, enhance community participation in

environmental governance, and promote sustainable

natural resource management. The GEF is an

international financial organization that provides

funding for environmental projects in developing

countries. The World Bank, United Nations

Development Programme (UNDP), and United Nations

Environment Programme (UNEP) are some of its

partners. [GEF]

The Wildlife Conservation Society (WCS) is the primary

partner in the project, with additional involvement

from government agencies, NGOs, research

institutions, and local authorities.

Currently, 76.8 percent of Mongolia’s land area is

affected by land degradation. The initiative will restore

23,800 hectares of forest and rangeland, improve land

management across 634,000 hectares, and benefit

10,000 individuals. Additionally, it is expected to

contribute to mitigating 1.72 million metric tons of CO2

emissions. [GoGo]

Mongolia joins the WTO-World Bank

services trade policy database

(fs) Mongolia has officially joined the Services Trade

Policy Database (STPD), a joint initiative by the World

Trade Organization (WTO) and the World Bank.

The database covers various measures, including

market access restrictions, domestic regulations, and

licensing requirements across multiple service sectors

in different countries. It aims to enhance transparency

in services trade policies, facilitate research and policy

analysis, and support evidence-based decision-making

for governments, businesses, and researchers.

The Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Mongolia, in

cooperation with Tugs & Co. Law Firm and the EU-

funded Trade-Related Assistance for Mongolia Project,

aims to complete the full integration of Mongolia’s

services sector data into the database by March 2025.

[Montsame]
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North Korea vows resolute action against

South-Korea led UN sanctions

(kp/mm) North Korea has threatened to take “resolute”

action after a South Korean-led multinational

organization initiated its activities for monitoring UN

sanctions against the North. The threat was issued by

the external policy office chief from North Korea’s

foreign ministry, who reportedly deemed the

organization to be a “illegal and criminal ghost group”

and cautioned opposing forces will suffer

consequences “pay a steep price” for attempting to

prevent North Korea from exercising its sovereign

rights. [KCNA]

The organization in question is the Multilateral

Sanctions Monitoring Team (MSMT), formed in October

2024 after the disbandment of the UN monitoring

panel due to Russia’s veto. It is the result of an

initiative spearheaded by South Korea alongside ten

other countries to continue monitoring UN sanctions

regarding North Korea’s nuclear and missile programs.

In response to its launch, the North Korean official

argued that there are no existing fluctuations to the

sanctions that would warrant a need for oversight,

taking aim specifically at the US and its allies. [The

Korea Times] [Yonhap News Agency 1]

The threat adds to similar responses issued from

North Korea last week confronting collective actions

taken by the US, South Korea, and Japan. The press

office chief of North Korea’s defense ministry released

a statement on February 22 threatening to mobilize

following a joint US-South Korea military exercise held

on February 20. The air drills, involving South Korean F-

35 and F-15 fighter jets, at least one B-1B bomber, and

American F-16s, were the first between Washington

and Seoul since the return of US President Donald

Trump. Pyongyang denounced the joint exercise,

outlining a warning that such actions would invoke the

mobilization of “strategic means” by North Korea. The

statement from the defense ministry also claimed that

the Trump administration’s accession has coincided

with an increase in military provocations.[AP News]

[Yonhap News Agency 2]

Prior to these events, however, joint statements

released on February 15 by the US, South Korea, and

Japan, as well as North Korea’s subsequent reaction,

had foreshadowed the build in tensions. Following

discussions between US Secretary of State Marco

Rubio, South Korea’s Foreign Minister Cho Tae-yul, and

Japanese Foreign Minister Takeshi Iwaya at the Munich

Security conference, the three countries reaffirmed
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through joint-statements that they would be

committing to the “complete denuclearization” of

North Korea and the tightening of the international

sanctions regime.

They also agreed to supplement this initiative by

further expanding trilateral military exercises and

defense cooperation. Shortly thereafter, on February

18, the North Korean Foreign Ministry was quick to

outcry these statements as “outdated and absurd”,

doubling down on the North’s willingness to employ

nuclear force in order to uphold national security.

The statement also asserted that the North will be

working to uphold its sovereignty and “bolster” its

nuclear arsenal to resist efforts from the US and its

allies.[U.S. Department of State] [The Korea Herald]

[Newsweek]

Since 2006, the UN security Council has passed dozens

of resolutions sanctioning North Korea for their

nuclear weapon program. The sanctions also include a

ban on the trade of weapons, assets freezing of those

involved in the nuclear program, restricted scientific

cooperation, among other actions. [Council on Foreign

Relations]

North Korean soldier captured in Ukraine

seeks defection to South Korea

(mm) A North Korean soldier captured last month by

Ukraine forces has expressed his wish to seek asylum

in South Korea, the first time a North Korean prisoner

of war (POW) has voiced intent to defect to the south.

The soldier, identified only by his last name Ri, is one of

two wounded North Korean POWs who have been

captured during combat against Ukraine in Russia's

Kursk region. According to Ri, during combat almost all

of his military unit were killed by Ukrainian drones and

military attacks, after which Ri said he could have tried

to end his own life as being held prisoner amounts to

betrayal in North Korea. [The Korea Herald]

Just hours after media reports of the soldier’s request,

the South Korean government’s ruling People Power

Party (PPP) announced it will accept all North Korean

POWs who wish to defect and has delivered this

position to Ukrainian authorities. South Korea’s foreign

ministry emphasized that North Korean soldiers are to

be constitutionally regarded and recognized as South

Korean citizens and maintain free will to make choices

about their repatriation in accordance with

international law. As such, any POW will not be forced

to return to the North for risk of facing persecution

https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-stdtujd-l-dll/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-stdtujd-l-dlr/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-stdtujd-l-dly/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-stdtujd-l-dlj/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-stdtujd-l-dlj/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-stdtujd-l-dlt/


and the South Korean government will take

responsibility for their protection and acceptance into

the country. Seoul has communicated this position to

Ukrainian authorities and will continue discussions

with Kyiv as necessary. On Feb 24 the PPP formally

proposed a resolution for humanitarian protection of

North Korean soldiers held captive which was met with

bipartisan support from the opposition Democratic

Party of Kora. [Yonhap News Agency 1] [The Korea

Herald]

Despite this, it remains uncertain as to whether it is

possible to extradite North Korean soldiers to South

Korea under the Geneva Convention on Prisoners of

War. [The Korea Times]

While South Korea’s constitution lays territorial claim

to the entire Korean Peninsula, rendering all residents

in the region South Korean nationals, the Geneva

convention stipulates at the cessation of conflict POWs

must be released and repatriated without delay to

their home country.  However, some experts argue

that there may be an exception to the repatriation duty

as North Korean soldiers could face human rights

violations if they are sent back to North Korea.

Since October, North Korea has deployed more than

12,000 troops to Russia to fight against Ukrainian

forces in the border region of Kursk, an unprecedented

move for the two countries and Pyongyang's first

involvement in war since 1950. In 2024 Pyongyang and

Moscow signed a mutual assistance pact to help each

other repel external aggression. [Reuters]

Analysts say North Korea is benefiting from supplying

military provisions by gaining battlefield experience

while also receiving much-needed food, oil, and money

from Russia in exchange for ammunition. [Carnegie

Politika]

Meanwhile, on February 20, the defense ministry

swiftly came forward to accuse North Korea’s

deployment of military forces of being “inhumane” and

“deceptive”. While the North has not yet professed any

military involvement in the Russia-Ukraine war, the

defense ministry’s prior assessment found that leader

Kim Jong-un had been providing Russia with missiles,

weapons, and troops. [Yonhap News Agency 2]

It is reportedly estimated that a third of all North

Korean soldiers deployed to Russia have been injured

or killed. Both men captured at Kursk also conveyed

that their families had not been notified of their

deployment to Russia. One of the soldiers claimed in

the interview that he had not been aware he would be

engaged in combat against Ukraine, as he had been

https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-stdtujd-l-dli/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-stdtujd-l-dld/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-stdtujd-l-dld/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-stdtujd-l-dlh/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-stdtujd-l-dlk/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-stdtujd-l-dlu/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-stdtujd-l-dlu/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-stdtujd-l-drl/


informed that he was being sent to receive training

abroad. It was only revealed that they would be

entering a warzone upon their arrival in Russia. [The

Chosun Daily1][The Chosun Daily 2]

On Feb 23 A People Power Party (PPP) lawmaker,

Representative Yu Yong-weon, will be meeting with

Ukrainian officials in Kyiv to discuss North Korea’s

involvement in the war. Yu said he is not attending as a

representative of the South Korean government but as

an individual lawmaker to better help the South Korea

military develop countermeasures. [The Korea Herald]

South Korea to set 2035 greenhouse gas

emission goal with UN

(fn) South Korea plans to submit its greenhouse gas

emission goals for 2035 to the United Nations this year

as part of its efforts to combat climate change. The

Presidential Commission on Carbon Neutrality and

Green Growth will formulate and submit the new

target by September. This initiative follows South

Korea's earlier pledge to reduce emissions by 40

percent from 2018 levels by 2030.

Alongside the 2035 objective, the government will

develop a comprehensive climate strategy for 2026-

2030, concentrating on technology advancement,

energy transition, climate tech, and green financing.

Acting President Choi Sang-mok highlighted the effects

of extreme weather events on citizen's lives and

emphasized the need of enhancing energy security

through the use of nuclear power and renewable

energy sources. [Yonhap News Agency]

EU delegation in Taiwan to bolster ties,

discuss regional security

(ce) A European Parliament (EP) delegation has arrived

in Taiwan for a five-day visit, marking the first such trip

in 2025 and underscoring the EU's continued

engagement with the island nation. The delegation, led

by Ivars Ī jabs, a vice-president from the Renew Europe

group, is scheduled to meet with Vice President Hsiao

Bi-khim and other key officials.

The visit, spanning from Monday to Friday, will

facilitate discussions on a range of critical issues,

including Taiwan-EU relations, the complex geopolitical

landscape, and advancements in technological

innovation. The delegation's itinerary also includes
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meetings with local NGOs and legislators, allowing for

a comprehensive exchange of perspectives.

The Ministry of Foreign Affairs (MOFA) warmly

welcomed the EP delegation, highlighting the visit's

importance in demonstrating the EU's support for

Taiwan. MOFA expressed gratitude for the European

Parliament's recent resolutions, passed on February

30th, which addressed the EU's Common Foreign and

Security Policy (CFSP) and Common Security and

Defence Policy (CSDP). These resolutions notably

raised concerns about China's escalating actions in the

Taiwan Strait and called for a strengthened

partnership between Taiwan and the European Union,

signaling the EU's commitment to regional stability.

[Taiwan News]

Bangladesh signs grant agreement with

UNICEF to enhance evaluation capacity

(lm) The Economic Relations Division (ERD) of

Bangladesh has signed a USD 366,500 grant

agreement with the United Nations Children's Fund

(UNICEF) under the project "Enhancing Evaluation

Capacity for Development (EEC4D)." The agreement

aims to strengthen the government's ability to

implement evidence-based policies and improve

investment efficiency for sustainable development.

The project, which will run for three years, is being

implemented by the Implementation Monitoring and

Evaluation Division (IMED) of the Ministry of Planning.

It will focus on developing an evaluation policy

framework, drafting an evaluation act, and creating

training modules to enhance the country's evaluation

system. [Dhaka Tribune]

Bangladesh’s debt crisis worsens as

country awaits trillions in climate

reparations

(lm) A new report by ActionAid, titled Who Owes Who?,

has revealed the stark imbalance between

Bangladesh’s rising debt burden and the trillions owed

by wealthy nations in climate reparations. While

Bangladesh struggles with an external debt of USD

78.06 billion, the report estimates that rich, high-

polluting countries owe Bangladesh USD 5.8 trillion in

climate debt using conservative estimates since 1992,

and USD 7.9 trillion based on mid-range calculations

dating back to 1960.
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The report, published ahead of the African Union

Heads of State Summit in Addis Ababa, highlights how

54 countries globally are in a debt crisis, forced to

prioritize external debt repayments over essential

public services like health, education, and climate

action. In 2023 alone, Bangladesh repaid USD 4.77

billion to creditors, while in 2024, 16.9 percent of its

national revenue was allocated to debt servicing,

compared to only 3.08 percent for healthcare and

11.73 percent for education.

ActionAid’s Bangladesh Country Director, Farah Kabir,

has called for urgent debt cancellation, arguing that

colonial-era debt structures force developing nations

to sacrifice domestic development while wealthy

nations evade their financial obligations to climate-

vulnerable countries.

The report urges global leaders to establish a new UN

Framework Convention on Debt and calls for

immediate action to cancel unjust debts as a form of

partial repayment of the climate reparations owed to

low and lower-middle-income countries. With

Bangladesh one of the most climate-vulnerable

nations, the failure of developed countries to meet

their commitments continues to hinder adaptation and

mitigation efforts, disproportionately affecting women

and marginalized communities. [Dhaka Tribune]

New inland waterway terminal to boost

Bhutan’s trade with Bangladesh and India

(lm) Bhutan's trade connectivity has received a major

boost with the recent inauguration of the Jogighopa

Inland Water Transport (IWT) terminal on the

Brahmaputra River in Assam, India, just 91 kilometers

from Gelephu. The terminal, built at a cost of INR 820

million (USD 9.87 million), is expected to enhance

Bhutan’s exports to India and Bangladesh by providing

a cost-effective and efficient trade route. The terminal

is expected to handle key commodities such as food

grains, fertilizers, coal, petroleum products, edible oil,

fly ash, and stone chips.

Currently, Bhutanese exports, including boulders from

Gelephu, are transported via road to Dhubri Port (133

km away) in Assam or Nakugaon (281 km away) in

Bangladesh, requiring passage through Assam and

Meghalaya. Exporters have faced high transportation

costs and regulatory hurdles along Indian highways.

The new terminal at Jogighopa, which is just 108 km

from the Bangladesh border and 147 km from

Guwahati, will significantly reduce travel distances,
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expedite trade documentation, and increase the

involvement of Bhutanese truckers.

Despite these advancements, exporters remain

concerned about seasonal fluctuations in the

Brahmaputra’s water levels, which could limit cargo

capacity during winter. Traders have also highlighted

bureaucratic delays at border checkpoints in Bhutan

and India, calling for the establishment of a dedicated

customs counter to fast-track documentation and

enable faster shipments.

The launch of the Jogighopa terminal follows the Indian

government's 2020 decision to open inland waterway

terminals at Jogighopa, Nagarkata, Agartala, and Pandu

to boost trade and transit. Bhutan has also signed a

memorandum of understanding (MoU) with

Bangladesh to access Chilmari port via the

Brahmaputra’s inland waterways. [Kuensel]

FATF places Nepal back on grey list over

financial crime concerns

(lm) Nepal has been placed on the Financial Action

Task Force (FATF) grey list for a second time, following

the global watchdog’s plenary meeting in Paris from

February 17-21. The decision comes after Nepal failed

to fully implement necessary reforms to combat

money laundering and terrorist financing. The country

was previously on the grey list from 2008 to 2014.

The FATF grey list, officially termed "jurisdictions under

increased monitoring," includes countries that have

deficiencies in their anti-money laundering (AML) and

counter-terrorist financing (CFT) frameworks but are

working to address them. Nepal now has two years to

implement necessary legal, policy, and enforcement

measures or risk being moved to the FATF blacklist,

which could lead to international transaction

restrictions and financial sanctions.

The Asia/Pacific Group on Money Laundering (APG),

which conducted Nepal’s mutual evaluation, identified

weaknesses in financial crime investigations,

enforcement, and regulation of high-risk sectors such

as cooperatives and real estate. Nepal had been given

until October 2024 to meet FATF standards but failed

to demonstrate sufficient progress.

Finance Minister Bishnu Paudel acknowledged the

setback, stating that Nepal’s action plan to exit the grey

list has been approved, and the government will work

to fulfill its commitments. Officials fear that the

designation could reduce foreign investment, increase
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transaction costs, and complicate access to

international financial aid.

Nepal Rastra Bank Governor Maha Prasad Adhikari

had previously warned about the risk of falling back

onto the grey list if stronger intervention measures

were not taken. While Nepal successfully exited the

grey list in 2014 after amending its Anti-Money

Laundering Act, the current listing highlights ongoing

gaps in enforcement and oversight. The government is

now expected to implement an action plan reviewed

every three months, with the possibility of exiting the

list within a year if significant progress is made. [The

Kathmandu Post]

Pakistan threatens to deport Afghan

refugees if US relocation deadline isn’t

met

(tj/afk/mra) Pakistan has warned that thousands of

Afghan nationals awaiting relocation to the United

States will be deported if their resettlement cases are

not processed by March 31. Foreign Minister Ishaq Dar

made this statement during a television interview,

highlighting that the U.S. had promised to relocate

these refugees by September 2025. However, he

emphasized that if the relocation does not occur as

promised, Pakistan will consider these individuals

illegal immigrants and may forcibly send them back to

Afghanistan.

This warning follows a significant shift in U.S. refugee

policies under President Donald Trump, who halted

refugee applications and travel plans to ensure that

refugee entry aligns with national priorities. This

decision has left about 45,000 Afghan refugees

stranded, including 15,000 in Pakistan. These

individuals, who fled Afghanistan after the Taliban

regained control in 2021, sought refuge due to their

affiliations with U.S. and NATO forces during the nearly

two-decade presence of foreign troops in Afghanistan.

Although approximately 80,000 Afghan refugees have

been relocated from Pakistan, an estimated 40,000,

including the 15,000 in Pakistan, remain in limbo.

These individuals are in a state of uncertainty, as the

U.S. refugee program has been put on hold

indefinitely. Meanwhile, Pakistan has ramped up

efforts to clear its borders of undocumented foreign

migrants, including forcibly repatriating more than

825,000 Afghan refugees since September 2023, as

part of the Illegal Foreigners Repatriation Act (IFRA).

[Voice of America] [Arab News 1]
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The crackdown on Afghan refugees comes amid

ongoing security concerns, as Pakistan accuses the

Afghan Taliban of providing financial, logistical, and

safe haven support to the Tehreek-i-Taliban Pakistan

(TTP), a militant group that has escalated attacks within

Pakistan. These concerns have been amplified by

frequent militant assaults on Pakistani security forces,

including the recent deaths of six TTP members during

a Pakistani counterterrorism operation in Khyber

Pakhtunkhwa. The Pakistani government has made it

clear that it expects Kabul to prevent Afghan soil from

being used as a launchpad for attacks on Pakistan.

[Pakistan Observer]

Amid these developments, Pakistan has also raised

concerns at the United Nations regarding cross-border

terrorism and the ongoing support the Afghan Taliban

allegedly provides to militant groups like TTP. Foreign

Minister Dar condemned the "double standards" in the

international community’s response to terrorism,

particularly as it pertains to Pakistan's security

challenges. Dar expressed the government's desire for

a fair counterterrorism approach while also

highlighting the importance of resolving long-standing

regional issues, including the Kashmir conflict and

support for Palestinian rights. [DAWN 1] [DAWN 2]

[Arab News 2]

The refugee situation remains in a state of flux, with

the U.S. refugee resettlement freeze exacerbating the

uncertainty for Afghan nationals, many of whom had

undergone vetting processes and were awaiting final

relocation. The International Organization for

Migration (IOM) has reported an increase in

deportations from Pakistan, with more than 18,000

deported in January 2025 alone. Additionally, the

Afghan envoy to Pakistan suggested the possibility of a

UN-backed repatriation mechanism, which would allow

for a more coordinated and structured process.

However, Pakistan has rejected claims that the

deportations are being carried out forcibly, stating that

it has long sheltered millions of Afghan refugees and is

now seeking Kabul's assistance to facilitate their

reintegration into Afghanistan. [Arab News 3] [Arab

News 4] [DAWN 3]

IMF to review USD 7 billion loan program

as Pakistan seeks USD 1 billion in climate

financing

(lm/sn) Pakistan is set to engage in two rounds of

discussions with the International Monetary Fund (IMF)

in the coming weeks, focusing on both economic

stability and climate resilience.
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A technical IMF team is currently visiting Islamabad to

discuss Pakistan’s request for USD 1 billion in climate

financing under the Resilience and Sustainability Trust,

which provides concessional funds for climate-related

initiatives. This funding aims to support Pakistan’s

adaptation efforts and transition to cleaner energy

amid growing climate vulnerabilities. [Arab News 1]

Additionally, an IMF delegation will arrive in mid-March

to conduct the first review of Pakistan’s USD 7 billion

Extended Fund Facility. A successful review would

unlock a USD 1 billion tranche, crucial for bolstering

Pakistan’s foreign exchange reserves.

Pakistan, which narrowly avoided default in 2023, has

since implemented key structural reforms, including

tax hikes, energy sector adjustments, and improved

management of state-owned enterprises. Provincial

governments in Punjab, Sindh, Khyber Pakhtunkhwa,

and Balochistan have also introduced laws to impose

agricultural taxes in compliance with IMF

requirements.

Finance adviser Khurram Schehzad stated that

Pakistan is prepared for the review, having met most

targets. He added that the IMF remains engaged on

both economic and climate-related funding

discussions. [Arab News 2]

In parallel, Pakistan’s Finance Minister Muhammad

Aurangzeb briefed a World Bank delegation on the

country’s economic outlook and reform agenda,

focusing on the need for technical expertise and

support. While acknowledging the financial assistance

received, Aurangzeb stressed the importance of

expertise to maximize the impact of existing resources.

The World Bank has already committed to supporting

Pakistan’s revitalization through its Country

Partnership Framework (CPF), which includes USD 20

billion in loans to bolster priority sectors and provide

stability during Pakistan’s ongoing structural reforms.

[The Express Tribune] [Arab News 3]

Aurangzeb also outlined Pakistan’s strategy for fiscal

discipline, which includes expanding the tax base

without increasing the overall tax-to-GDP ratio. Tax

amendments, such as the introduction of agricultural

income taxes, were passed earlier this month to

comply with IMF requirements. The country’s tax-to-

GDP ratio currently stands at 10.8 percent, exceeding

the IMF’s target of 10.6 percent, and further measures

will be taken to ensure sustainable revenue growth.

[DAWN 1] [DAWN 2]

https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-stdtujd-l-dyu/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-stdtujd-l-djl/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-stdtujd-l-djr/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-stdtujd-l-djy/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-stdtujd-l-djj/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-stdtujd-l-djt/


Pakistan, EU discuss Middle East,

Afghanistan, and global security

challenges in counter-terrorism talks

(lm) Pakistan and the European Union (EU) held their

9th Counter-Terrorism Dialogue in Brussels, discussing

regional and global security issues, including the

Middle East conflict and the situation in Afghanistan.

The talks were part of the 2019 Strategic Engagement

Plan, which aims to enhance cooperation on security

matters and counter-terrorism efforts.

Amid rising tensions in the Middle East, including

Israel’s military actions in Gaza, Lebanon, and Syria,

Pakistan reiterated its call for a permanent ceasefire

and Israel’s withdrawal from occupied territories. The

dialogue also addressed Pakistan’s concerns about the

resurgence of militant groups in Afghanistan, with

Islamabad accusing Kabul of harboring extremists

responsible for attacks in Pakistan’s western regions—

an allegation Afghan authorities deny.

Both sides reaffirmed their commitment to fighting

terrorism in all forms and underscored the importance

of international cooperation, including within the

United Nations and the Global Counter-Terrorism

Forum. Discussions focused on strategies to prevent

and counter violent extremism, disrupt recruitment

networks, combat terrorist financing, and address

offline and online radicalization.

Pakistan’s delegation was led by Abdul Hameed,

director-general for counter-terrorism at the foreign

ministry, while Maciej Stadejek, director for security

and defense policy at the European External Action

Service, headed the EU side. Both parties agreed to

strengthen information-sharing mechanisms and

continue collaboration on counter-terrorism measures

to address evolving security threats. [Arab News]

Pakistan strengthens Central Asian ties

with Azerbaijan and Uzbekistan

(afk) Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif's recent visits to

Azerbaijan and Uzbekistan highlight Pakistan's

strategic focus on strengthening bilateral relations with

key regional partners in Central Asia and positioning

itself as a central hub for trade, energy, and defense

cooperation.

During his visit to Baku, Shehbaz Sharif met with

Azerbaijan’s President Ilham Aliyev and other senior

officials to discuss expanding cultural exchanges,
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trade, investment, and energy cooperation. Both

countries committed to boosting bilateral investment

to USD 2 billion, with a focus on projects that benefit

both sides in various sectors. Notable agreements

included collaborations between Azerbaijan’s State Oil

Company (SOCAR) and Pakistan’s Frontier Works

Organization (FWO) and Pakistan State Oil (PSO) on the

Machike-Thallian-Tarujabba White Oil Pipeline Project.

They also signed Memorandums of Understanding to

enhance cooperation in LNG and petroleum trade, as

well as energy supply chain frameworks. Additionally,

Nakhchivan and Lahore agreed to strengthen ties in

tourism, urban development, education, and science.

[The Express Tribune] [DAWN] [Arab News 1]

Following this, Sharif traveled to Uzbekistan on

February 25, where he aimed to deepen ties in trade,

energy, defense, and regional connectivity. Pakistan

sees Uzbekistan as a key partner in strengthening its

role as a regional transit hub, connecting landlocked

Central Asian nations to global markets.

The visit comes after a successful USD 1 billion trade

deal in 2023 and highlights plans to enhance bilateral

trade further. Both countries are also set to launch

direct flights between Uzbekistan and Karachi,

boosting connectivity. [Arab News 2]

Cambodian peacekeepers depart for UN

mission in Central African Republic

(dql) After 98 Cambodian peacekeepers returned from

the UN mission in the Central African Republic (CAR),

another group, including 14 women from the

Unexploded Ordnance Disposal Unit 98, departed to

continue the mission.

The previous contingent had completed a year-long

mission in CAR. During their deployment, Cambodian

troops focused on mine clearance, humanitarian

assistance, explosive ordnance disposal, infrastructure

development, and providing school supplies. [Khmer

Times]

Cambodia, UNESCO initiate teaching

training program

(dql) Cambodia’s Ministry of Education, Youth, and

Sport (MoEYS), in collaboration with UNESCO, has

launched the Strategic Plan for Teacher Education

Reform 2024–2030.
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In the frame of UNESCO’s Strengthening Teacher

Education Programmes in Cambodia (STEPCam) and

funded by the Global Partnership for Education with a

USD 27.02 million investment, the plan aims to

improve teacher education, qualification upgrading,

and continuous professional development (CPD).

Key measures of the plan includes a new strategy to

shift Cambodia's teacher training system from a two-

year to a four-year program for new primary and lower

secondary student teachers and an expansion of CPD

opportunities to elevate the professional status of

teachers and attract qualified individuals. [UNESCO]

[Khmer Times 1]

In a separate development, the MoEYS signed a

Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) with the Israeli

government to enhance educational cooperation.  

This MoU focuses on student and faculty exchanges,

capacity-building, and the introduction of cutting-edge

educational technologies. Ambassador Sagiv

highlighted Israel’s early childhood education

curriculum, which emphasizes autism support and

talent discovery, and expressed interest in expanding

cooperation in areas like agriculture, technology, and

STEM education. [Khmer Times 2]

Indonesia attends 27th MIKTA Foreign

Ministers Meeting

(gk) On February 20, Indonesia’s Deputy Foreign Affairs

Minister Arrmanatha Nasir attended the 27th MIKTA
(Mexico, Indonesia, South Korea, Turkey, and Australia)

Foreign Ministers Meeting, that was held on the

sidelines of the ongoing G20 Foreign Ministers

Meeting, in Johannesburg, South Africa. 

The meeting focused on strengthening MIKTA’s role in

facing global challenges and handing over of the MIKTA

chairmanship from Mexico to South Korea.

Nasir emphasized the urgency of reforming global

governance to be more inclusive and responsive and

how MIKTA should be at the forefront of pushing for

more effective global governance. He suggested that

MIKTA focus on diversifying partnerships, to improve

MIKTA’s position in facing global uncertainty.

The ministers noted that the multilateral system has

not been resilient enough to global challenges, and

that MIKTA should encourage the implementation of

the UN Pact for the Future, as part of efforts to
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strengthen the multilateral system. MIKTA ministers

also affirmed their commitment to push for key issues

such as sustainable economy, inclusive digital

transformation, and the right to development for all

countries.

The MIKTA ministers have agreed to continue their

commitment to democracy, international law and

multilateralism, encouraging the resolution of

humanitarian issues in Palestine, especially Gaza,

protection of human rights, migrant workers and

strengthening women’s role in global development.

[Ministry of Foreign Affairs of The Republic of

Indonesia, in Indonesian]

Indonesia urges G20 to reform global

governance

(lp/gk) Indonesia's Deputy Foreign Minister

Arrmanatha Nasir called for urgent reform of global

governance and stronger enforcement of international

law at the G20 Foreign Ministers' Meeting in

Johannesburg, on February 19.

Speaking to his counterparts, Nasir warned that the

current erosion of multilateralism, coupled with major

powers' diminishing commitment to maintain the

global system, could lead to its eventual collapse. He

drew parallels to the League of Nations' failure eight

decades ago, which stemmed from weak law

enforcement, unchecked aggression by powerful

nations, and insufficient member state commitment.

Nasir emphasized that multilateralism must transcend

rhetoric and manifest in concrete actions, with

international law being enforced consistently and

without discrimination. He cautioned that selective

application of international law based on certain

parties' interests would only further undermine its

credibility. In response to these challenges, Indonesia

has advocated for the G20 to take a more proactive

role in pursuing multilateral reforms founded on

inclusiveness, equality, solidarity, and partnership

principles.

Indonesia is promoting enhanced coordination

between the G20 and other multilateral institutions,

including the United Nations and the multilateral

trading system.

During the meeting, G20 member countries expressed

shared concerns about global conflicts, particularly in

Ukraine and Gaza, while emphasizing international

law's vital role in maintaining world peace, addressing
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poverty, and managing the impact of geopolitical

tensions on Sustainable Development Goals

achievement. [Antara News]

In another related event, Nasir also emphasized the

urgency of a collective strategy of G20 countries in

facing increasingly complex global challenges. He

conveyed this while attending G20 Foreign Ministers

Meeting’s Session III, highlighting four points.

He discussed the importance of collective efforts in

addressing global challenges and in creating stronger

early warning systems as well as in investing in resilient

infrastructure and sustainable financing mechanisms

for disaster-prone countries. He also called for

mobilizing financing to accelerate the energy

transition, including through public-private

partnerships. [Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the

Republic of Indonesia, in Indonesian]

Laos strengthens rural development

efforts in cooperation with Luxembourg

and Switzerland

(tas) The Lao government, in partnership with the

Luxembourg Development Cooperation Agency

(LuxDev) and the Swiss Agency for Development and

Cooperation (SDC), is working to improve the lives of

rural communities by enhancing nutrition, education,

and disaster resilience.

Through the Lao/338 Local Development Programme,

efforts are focused on creating economic

opportunities, strengthening public services, and

supporting sustainable development in key provinces.

By investing in small-scale infrastructure, training local

officials, and supporting community-led initiatives, the

programme aims to foster self-reliance and long-term

growth. [Vientiane Times]

Laos, Cambodia and Vietnam deepen

economic cooperation

(tas) Laos, Cambodia and Vietnam have reaffirmed

their ties and commitment to regional stability during a

high-level meeting in Ho Chi Minh City on February 22.

Leaders from the three nations emphasized the

importance of political trust, economic integration, and

security cooperation in navigating global and regional

challenges. Key areas of collaboration discussed at the
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meeting include strengthening trade, investment, and

infrastructure connectivity, as well as expanding

cultural, educational, and scientific partnerships.

The countries also pledged to reinforce defense and

security efforts to address emerging threats. [Vientiane

Times]

Malaysia pushes for special ASEAN-US

summit

(tl) Foreign Minister Mohamad Hasan has unveiled that

Malaysia is working to host a Special ASEAN-United

States Summit, either in Malaysia or the US, as a part

of ASEAN’s efforts to maintain neutrality in global

geopolitics. ASEAN foreign ministers have agreed to

this initiative to ensure the bloc does not appear to

favor any country, following similar summits with

China and the Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC).

At the proposed summit, ASEAN aims to present its

priorities while also engaging with US leadership on

key regional and economic issues. Mohamad

emphasized that Malaysia must carefully manage its

foreign and trade policies to safeguard economic

interests.

The US remains Malaysia’s largest cumulative investor,

with bilateral trade reaching MYR 324 billion (USD 73

billion) in 2024. Malaysia enjoys a trade surplus of MYR

70 billion (USD 15.8 billion), exporting MYR 198 billion

(USD 44.7 billion) to the US while importing MYR 126

billion (USD 28.5).

Despite its strategic economic ties, Malaysia upholds a

principled foreign policy, condemning countries

engaged in apartheid, genocide, or crimes against

humanity. [Bernama]

ASEAN Secretary-General and Special

Envoy for Myanmar discussed Myanmar

issue

(hw) ASEAN Secretary-General Kao Kim Hourn and

ASEAN Special Envoy for Myanmar Othman Hashim

met in Jakarta on February 21 to discuss the ongoing

conflict and crisis in Myanmar. Their discussions

focused on scaling up humanitarian assistance despite

existing challenges and ensuring the effective

implementation of ASEAN’s Five-Point Consensus,
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which was agreed upon by the association’s member

states, including Myanmar, in April 2021.

Although Hashim traveled to Naypyidaw in early

February to meet with the junta, no information about

the meeting has been released. Following his visit to

Naypyidaw, Hashim traveled to Bangkok, where he

met with representatives from multiple resistance

groups, including the National Unity Government

(NUG), the Karen National Union (KNU), the Karenni

National Progressive Party (KNPP), and the Chin

National Front (CNF). His appointment as ASEAN’s

special envoy followed Malaysia’s assumption of the

ASEAN chairmanship. [Radio Free Asia, in Burmese]

Philippines strengthens defense

partnerships with Japan, Germany, and

France

(jto/lm) The Philippines is deepening its defense and

security alliances with multiple nations, including

Japan, Germany, and France, as part of a broader

strategy to counter China’s growing assertiveness in

the South China Sea and East China Sea and enhance

regional stability.

On February 24, Japanese Defense Minister Gen

Nakatani met with Philippine Defense Secretary

Gilberto Teodoro Jr. in Manila, emphasizing the need

for stronger bilateral and multilateral security

collaborations. The two nations agreed to establish a

high-level strategic dialogue focused on operational

coordination, intelligence sharing, and expanding

Japan’s defense exports to the Philippines.

Japan has already supplied air surveillance radar

systems as part of its defense assistance, and further

cooperation is expected under the Reciprocal Access

Agreement (RAA) signed in July 2024, which enables

joint military training and troop deployment. The

Philippine Senate has ratified the RAA, while Japan’s

Diet is expected to approve it later this year.

The discussions followed a January 2025 foreign

ministers' meeting, where Japan and the Philippines

reaffirmed their commitment to counter China’s

increasing maritime aggression. Japan also supports

Philippine military modernization efforts and has

joined trilateral and quadrilateral security dialogues

with the United States and Australia.

As part of these efforts, two Japanese warships, JS

Ariake and JS Hamagiri, arrived in the Philippines for a
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goodwill visit, reinforcing maritime cooperation.

[Reuters] [Manila Times] [Rappler]

Beyond its growing security ties with Japan, the

Philippines is also strengthening defense cooperation

with Germany. On February 14, AFP Chief of Staff Gen.

Romeo Brawner Jr. met with Gen. Carsten Breuer,

Germany’s Chief of Defense, at the Munich Security

Conference to discuss cyber warfare, military

education, training, and maritime security. The Armed

Forces of the Philippines (AFP) emphasized that

enhancing cooperation with Germany’s Bundeswehr

aligns with its broader defense strategy and efforts to

ensure regional stability.

Meanwhile, the Philippines and France have been

engaging in bilateral defense discussions, particularly

regarding a potential Status of Visiting Forces

Agreement (SOVFA) to improve interoperability

between their armed forces. Ahead of the French

Carrier Strike Group's visit, AFP officials met with Rear

Adm. Guillaume Pinget, France’s Joint Commander for

the Asia-Pacific, to discuss military modernization,

training exchanges, and joint activities. The French

aircraft carrier FS Charles de Gaulle later arrived in

Subic Bay for joint naval and air exercises with the

Philippine Navy and Air Force in the West Philippine

Sea.

In addition to these engagements, Singapore's RSS

Endeavour, an Endurance-class landing ship tank,

completed a four-day goodwill visit to Manila, marking

the first visit by a Singaporean Navy vessel in 26 years.

While Singapore has regularly conducted port calls in

other parts of the Philippines, this visit highlights

Manila’s increasing defense engagements with regional

allies. [Inquirer.net]

FATF removes Philippines from 'gray list'

(lm) The Financial Action Task Force (FATF) has officially

removed the Philippines from its "gray list," marking a

significant milestone for the country's financial stability

and economic outlook. The FATF, a global watchdog on

money laundering and terrorism financing, announced

the decision following an on-site review in January

2025, where the Philippines successfully demonstrated

compliance with its action plan.

The country had been placed on the gray list in 2021

due to deficiencies in its anti-money laundering (AML)

and counter-terrorism financing (CTF) framework. To

secure its removal, the Philippines had to implement

key reforms, including stronger oversight of non-

https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-stdtujd-l-dir/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-stdtujd-l-diy/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-stdtujd-l-dij/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-stdtujd-l-dit/


financial businesses, cracking down on illegal money

transfer operations, reducing risks from casino junkets,

and improving law enforcement actions against money

laundering.

President Ferdinand Marcos Jr. played a crucial role in

expediting compliance through Executive Order 33 in

July 2023, followed by additional directives in October

2023 and January 2024. Bangko Sentral ng Pilipinas

(BSP) Governor Eli Remolona Jr. and the Anti-Money

Laundering Council (AMLC) credited the successful

delisting to strong cooperation between the

government and the private sector.

The Philippine government welcomed the

development, emphasizing that it will facilitate faster

and lower-cost cross-border transactions, reduce

compliance burdens, and enhance financial

transparency. Officials highlighted that the removal

from the list will also support businesses, attract

foreign direct investment (FDI), and benefit overseas

Filipino workers (OFWs) by easing international fund

transfer requirements. In 2024 alone, OFW remittances

reached a record USD 38.34 billion, underscoring the

critical role of international transactions in the

Philippine economy. [Rappler 1] [The Manila Times]

However, human rights groups warn that the delisting

came at a steep cost. Reports indicate that

prosecutions of activists and NGOs surged in 2024,

with a 371 percent increase in terror-financing

complaints. According to the National Union of

Peoples’ Lawyers (NUPL) and the Council for People’s

Development and Governance (CPDG), the

government weaponized terrorism laws to target

human rights defenders, environmental advocates,

and humanitarian organizations. A leaked police memo

revealed an operation named "Project Exit the

Greylist," which explicitly linked terrorism cases to

efforts to meet FATF compliance requirements.

The FATF, created by G7 nations, has faced global

criticism for allowing repressive governments to

exploit its financial oversight policies. A 2019 UN report

and a 2021 Reuters investigation found that similar

crackdowns occurred in Uganda, India, Serbia, and

Nigeria under the guise of counter-terrorism financing

measures.[Rappler 2]

ASEAN backs Philippines’ proposal for

repatriation of sentenced inmates

(lm) Prison leaders from the Association of Southeast

Asian Nations (ASEAN) have expressed support for the
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Philippines' proposal to allow sentenced prisoners to

serve their sentences in their home countries. The

proposal, known as the Transfer of Sentenced Persons

(TSP) agreement, was a key topic at the 2nd ASEAN

Regional Correctional Conference, hosted by the

Philippines' Bureau of Corrections (BuCor) and the

Bureau of Jail Management and Penology (BJMP) in

Puerto Princesa.

BuCor Director General Gregorio Catapang Jr. stated

that ASEAN counterparts agreed in principle to the

initiative, but legal and diplomatic challenges remain.

The proposal will need to be elevated to higher

authorities, as some ASEAN countries, such as those

with the death penalty, may require legislative

adjustments.

The Philippines first introduced the TSP proposal in

2017 during the ASEAN Law Forum, recommending

that ASEAN adopt measures aligned with international

agreements, such as the United Nations’ model

agreement on foreign prisoner transfers. The proposal

aims to allow prisoners to serve their sentences closer

to their families, in environments where they share the

same language and cultural background.

According to BuCor data, as of January 31, 354 foreign

nationals are serving prison terms in the Philippines,

including 24 from ASEAN countries. Additionally, 414

foreign nationals, including 30 from ASEAN, are

awaiting trial in Philippine jails. Conversely, a

significant number of Filipinos are incarcerated in

ASEAN nations.[Inquirer.net]

China, Myanmar, and Thailand discuss

border crime and security cooperation 

(hrs/lm) Thailand's Foreign Minister Maris

Sangiampongsa visited Nay Pyi Taw on February 22,

where he met with Myanmar’s State Administration

Council (SAC) Chairman, Min Aung Hlaing, to discuss

critical border security issues, including cross-border

crimes, online scams, gambling, illegal trade, and

terrorism. The meeting also highlighted the

importance of cooperation between the militaries of

the two countries to enhance border security and

combat illegal activities. [Nation Thailand]

This meeting in Myanmar follows ongoing efforts to

address transnational crime and enhance cross-border

cooperation between Thailand, Myanmar, and China.

Minister Marit outlined plans for a trilateral meeting,

which Thailand will soon host, to focus on combating

transnational crime, particularly call centre scams and
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other illicit activities that affect all three nations. He

expressed confidence that strengthened cooperation

among the countries would lead to more effective

resolutions to these persistent issues. [Bangkok Post]

The discussions also centered on joint efforts to

address the rise in online fraud and human trafficking,

with Thailand collaborating closely with Myanmar and

China. China’s involvement has included providing

assistance in dismantling illegal operations such as call

centre gangs operating across borders. Maris

highlighted that combating such crimes requires

comprehensive collaboration and stressed that the

Thai government remains open to further cooperation

with all neighboring countries to tackle the issues

under government supervision.

During his visit to Myanmar, Minister Sangiampongsa

was accompanied by senior military officers and the

Thai Ambassador to Myanmar, underscoring the

strategic importance of military and diplomatic

coordination in addressing border crimes. Additionally,

discussions covered efforts to combat illegal trade and

terrorism, recognizing these issues as shared regional

challenges that require coordinated action from all

stakeholders. [Nation Thailand]

Thailand hosts 44th Cobra Gold

multilateral military drills

(msz) Thailand is currently hosting the 44th Cobra Gold

joint military exercise from February 25 to March 7,

with 3,200 US military personnel and representatives

from 30 countries participating as direct participants or

observers. The exercise includes three primary

components: a command-and-control exercise,

humanitarian civic assistance projects, and a field

training exercise aimed at enhancing interoperability

and strengthening regional relationships.

As the largest joint and combined exercise in the Indo-

Pacific region, Cobra Gold serves as a testament to the

strong alliance and strategic partnership between

Thailand and the United States, as well as the

cooperative relationships with other participating

nations. [Bangkok Post]

Thailand seeks support for quick

finalization of FTA with EU
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(msz) On February 18, Thai Prime Minister Paetongtarn

Shinawatra met with high-ranking representatives

from the EU-ASEAN Business Council (EU-ABC) and the

European Association for Business and Commerce

(EABC). During the meeting, she courted their support

for the conclusion of the Thailand-EU Free Trade

Agreement as quickly as in 2025. The Thai premier also

urged the European business representatives to invest

in Thailand's clean energy and digital sectors.

Paetongtarn recalled the agreement in January with

the European Free Trade Association – comprising

Switzerland, Norway, Iceland and Liechtenstein – as a

steppingstone toward the comprehensive FTA with the

EU. She also outlined the Thai government’s economic

strategy pinpointing stimulating growth through

tourism and trade as the immediate focus but also

stressing the improvement in Thailand's competitive

edge and investment climate as the long-term vision.

In turn, EU-ABC vice-chairman Noel Clehane expressed

strong confidence in Thailand's economic prospects,

describing Thailand as "a vital gateway to ASEAN" with

"exceptional industrial infrastructure". EABC

representatives also expressed their willingness to

collaborate with Thailand on economic transformation

initiatives, while stressing digital transition, healthcare,

financial services and tourism as promising sectors for

enhanced cooperation.

Meanwhile, a senior spokesperson for the Thai Prime

Minister’s Office noted that the government’s next step

would be joining the Organisation for Economic Co-

operation and Development. [The Nation]

UNESCO recognizes Phu Phrabat

Historical Park as Thailand’s 8th World

Heritage site

(bk) UNESCO has officially recognized Phu Phrabat

Historical Park in Udon Thani as Thailand’s eighth

World Heritage site and the country’s fifth cultural

heritage site. This new recognition highlights the

significance of the site’s historical and cultural

importance, especially due to its connection with the

Sima stone tradition from the Dvaravati period. This

designation also makes Phu Phrabat the second World

Heritage site in Udon Thani, after the Ban Chiang

archaeological site, which was recognized by UNESCO

in 1992.

Phu Phrabat Historical Park, which covers over 549

hectares, has been an important archaeological and

cultural site since 1981, when it was first officially
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recognized as an archaeological area. The park

includes more than 78 registered archaeological sites,

some of which date back over 2,500 to 3,000 years.

These sites reveal evidence of ancient human

settlement, rock paintings, and modifications of

natural rock shelters into religious sites, showcasing

the region's long history of cultural and religious

development. The site reflects cultural influences from

multiple periods, including the Dvaravati, Khmer, Lan

Xang, and Rattanakosin eras.

Phu Phrabat’s recognition as a World Heritage site is

seen as a source of pride for Thailand, boosting

cultural tourism and providing sustainable economic

opportunities for local communities. The government

will celebrate this achievement on February 28, 2025,

with a grand ceremony at Phu Phrabat Historical Park.

The event will feature various cultural performances,

including traditional Tai Phuan art from the Ban Phue

district, a Buddhist blessing ceremony at the Nang Usa

Tower Ancient Site, the planting of a ruang phueng

tree in honor of the monarchy, and a performance of

the Phu Phrabat legend, "Usa-Baras," along with a

Khon dance performance. [The Nation]

China launches military drills in Gulf of

Tonkin after Vietnam asserts maritime

boundaries

(nt/lm) Tensions between Vietnam and China have

escalated following live-fire military exercises

conducted by China in the Gulf of Tonkin, days after

Vietnam formally announced a new baseline defining

its maritime territory in the disputed waters. The Gulf

of Tonkin, a body of water between northern Vietnam

and southern China, has long been a focal point of

maritime disputes, with both nations maintaining

overlapping claims despite a 2000 boundary

agreement.

On February 21, Vietnam’s government issued a

declaration on the baselines used to calculate its

territorial sea boundaries in the Gulf of Tonkin. The

move, in line with the 1982 United Nations Convention

on the Law of the Sea (UNCLOS) and Vietnam’s 2012

Law of the Sea, establishes a legal framework to

protect and enforce its sovereignty, sovereign rights,

and jurisdiction. The new baseline runs from Bac Luan

River at the China-Vietnam border to Point 0 near

Vietnam’s southwestern boundary with Cambodia,

marking the completion of Vietnam’s official territorial

baseline from north to south. [Government News, in

Vietnamese] [Tienphong, in Vietnamese] [VN Express,

in Vietnamese]
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China responded by launching live-fire naval exercises

in the Beibu Gulf area, closer to its own coastline, from

February 24 to February 29. The exercises follow

China's own baseline declaration in March 2024, which

Vietnam had opposed, emphasizing the need for

compliance with international law. Furthermore, the

drills come amid broader Chinese military

assertiveness in the South China Sea, where

Vietnamese fishermen have faced repeated

harassment, including a violent attack on 10 fishermen

near the Paracel Islands in October 2024. [Associated

Press] [sky news]

While Vietnam has not publicly responded to China’s

exercises, its government maintains that the new

baseline serves economic, security, and diplomatic

interests, reinforcing its sovereign rights while

ensuring compliance with international law.

Separately, in a rare public rebuke, China’s Foreign

Ministry protested Vietnam’s land reclamation

activities in the Spratly Islands, particularly the

construction of a 3,000-meter airstrip on Barque

Canada Reef. Vietnam’s island-building efforts have

accelerated since 2021, with reports indicating that

Hanoi has expanded nearly 280 hectares (690 acres)

across 10 features it controls. While Vietnam’s

dredging efforts remain significantly smaller than

China’s, which has heavily militarized the region,

Beijing’s criticism marks a notable shift in its stance.

Analysts suggest that China’s sudden opposition may

be linked to Vietnam’s growing strategic ties with the

United States. In 2023, Vietnam elevated its

relationship with Washington to a comprehensive

strategic partnership, placing it on the same diplomatic

tier as China. Further signaling a strategic shift,

Communist Party General Secretary To Lam made an

unprecedented visit to a war cemetery honoring

Vietnamese soldiers who fought against China

between 1979 and 1989, a move seen as defying

Beijing’s historical sensitivities. [Radio Free Asia]

Beyond Vietnam, China has escalated confrontations

with other regional claimants, particularly the

Philippines, where a Chinese navy helicopter flew

dangerously close to a Philippine patrol plane near

Scarborough Shoal on February 18. Meanwhile, Beijing

has conducted military exercises near Australia and

New Zealand, raising concerns over its expanding Indo-

Pacific influence.

Vietnam gets support for hosting signing

of UN Convention against Cybercrime
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(nt) Vietnam has received strong international support

for hosting the signing ceremony of the United Nations

Convention on Cybercrime, also known as the Hanoi

Convention, set to take place in Hanoi in 2025.

On February 19, the Permanent Mission of Vietnam to

the United Nations, in collaboration with the Australian

Mission and the United Nations Office on Drugs and

Crime (UNODC), held a seminar in New York to discuss

preparations for the upcoming signing. Over 100

delegates from UN member states and international

organizations attended, highlighting broad global

engagement in the initiative.

This marks the first time a global multilateral treaty on

cybercrime will be signed in Vietnam, reflecting Hanoi’s

growing diplomatic influence and its commitment to

multilateralism and cybersecurity governance. The UN

Convention on Cybercrime, formally adopted on

December 24, 2024, is the result of extensive

negotiations with Vietnam playing an active role in

shaping its provisions.  [Voice of Vietnam]

Cambodia, Laos, and Vietnam strengthen

trilateral cooperation for regional

stability and development

(hn/nt) Vietnam, Cambodia, and Laos have reaffirmed

their commitment to bolstering trilateral ties and

enhancing economic and political collaboration amid

evolving regional dynamics. During a high-level

meeting in Ho Chi Minh City on February 22, 2025,

Communist Party of Vietnam (CPV) General Secretary

To Lam, Cambodian People's Party (CPP) President and

Senate President Hun Sen, and Lao People's

Revolutionary Party (LPRP) General Secretary and

President Thongloun Sisoulith met alongside

Vietnamese Prime Minister Pham Minh Chinh,

Cambodian Prime Minister Hun Manet, and Lao Prime

Minister Sonexay Siphandone to discuss regional and

global developments, assess past cooperation, and

outline future joint initiatives.

The three countries stressed the importance of

political stability, security, and economic integration,

reaffirming their unwavering commitment to

strengthening long-standing partnerships. Political

trust remains the foundation of their cooperation, with

national defense, trade, and education emerging as

key priorities. The leaders pledged to enhance defense

and security cooperation to address both traditional

and non-traditional security threats while ensuring

better coordination in responding to regional

challenges.
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Economic ties were a central focus, with Vietnam and

Cambodia aiming to reach USD 20 billion in bilateral

trade in the near future. To facilitate trade, particularly

in agricultural products, Cambodian Prime Minister

Hun Manet called for increased investment and

economic connectivity, including new transportation

linkages via road, air, and waterways. He suggested

exploring a direct air route between Ha Long City,

Vietnam, and Siem Reap, Cambodia, as well as

boosting tourism and opening more border crossings

between Cambodia, Laos, and Vietnam. [Viet Nam

News] [tuoi tre news]

Meanwhile, Vietnamese Ambassador to Cambodia

Nguyen Minh Vu met with Cambodian leaders,

including Hun Manet, Deputy Prime Minister Prak

Sokhonn, and Vice President of the CPP Men Sam An,

to further enhance bilateral cooperation. Vu expressed

gratitude for Cambodia’s support of the Vietnamese

community living in the country and pledged to

encourage Vietnamese enterprises to expand their

investments in Cambodia.

Prak Sokhonn praised Vietnam’s "bamboo diplomacy"

approach, acknowledging its role in strengthening

Vietnam’s global standing. Both sides agreed to

increase collaboration in multilateral frameworks, such

as ASEAN, the Ayeyawady-Chao Phraya-Mekong

Economic Cooperation Strategy (ACMECS), and other

Mekong subregional initiatives. [Viet Nam News]

Bangladesh-India border talks focus on

border killings, fencing, and cross-border

crime

(lm) The Border Guard Bangladesh (BGB) and Border

Security Force of India (BSF) held a bilateral meeting in

New Delhi, where key discussions centered on border

killings, fencing, and cross-border crime. The BGB

delegation, led by Director General Maj General

Mohammad Ashrafuzzaman Siddiqui, and the BSF

team, headed by Director General Daljit Singh

Chawdhary, exchanged views on various security

concerns.

A major point of contention was border fencing, with

the BSF arguing that the existing fences align with past

agreements between the two sovereign governments.

However, BGB officials countered that any new fencing

should follow a joint survey to determine suitable

locations, as per prior understandings.

The meeting also addressed cross-border smuggling,

including Phensedyl, yaba, narcotics, and arms
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trafficking, with both sides emphasizing the

importance of the Coordinated Border Management

Plan (CBMP) to curb organized crime. [The Daily Star]

Bangladesh and Italy enhance bilateral

relations across key sectors

(ij) Italy has reaffirmed its commitment to enhancing

bilateral ties with Bangladesh, with a focus on defense

modernization, migration management, and

humanitarian efforts. The official visit of Italian Vice

Minister for Foreign Affairs and International

Cooperation, Maria Tripodi, to Dhaka on February 19

marked a significant step in reinforcing the

cooperation between the two nations. It also marked

the first ministerial visit from any EU country since the

formation of the interim government. [Dhaka Tribune]

During her visit, Vice Minister Tripodi met with

Bangladesh’s Foreign Affairs Adviser Md Touhid

Hossain to discuss various areas of collaboration,

particularly in the defense sector. Both parties

highlighted the importance of diversifying

Bangladesh's defense procurement sources,

emphasizing the integration of advanced technology

and expertise from Italy’s defense industry to

strengthen Bangladesh’s defense capabilities. [New

Age BD]

In addition to defense cooperation, Italy and

Bangladesh committed to enhancing migration

management. Both countries acknowledged the

valuable contributions of the Bangladeshi diaspora in

Italy to their respective economies. To address

migration challenges, they agreed to expand legal

migration pathways while combating irregular

migration and human trafficking. In response to

concerns raised by Bangladesh, Vice Minister Tripodi

assured that Italy would expedite decisions on pending

visa applications for Bangladeshi workers. [Dhaka

Tribune] [The Business Standard]

Italy also expressed its strong support for Bangladesh’s

ongoing political and economic reforms, emphasizing

Italy's commitment to helping Bangladesh achieve

political stability and sustainable economic growth.

Particular attention was given to strengthening

economic cooperation, especially in the textile and

defense sectors. [The Daily Star]

As part of its humanitarian efforts, Italy pledged EUR 3

million to support the approximately one million

Rohingya refugees residing in Bangladesh. This

financial aid, directed through the UNHCR and the

https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-stdtujd-l-dhi/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-stdtujd-l-dhd/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-stdtujd-l-dhh/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-stdtujd-l-dhh/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-stdtujd-l-dhk/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-stdtujd-l-dhk/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-stdtujd-l-dhu/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-stdtujd-l-dkl/


World Food Programme (WFP), will provide essential

services such as protection interventions and lifesaving

food assistance. Italian Ambassador to Bangladesh,

Antonio Alessandro, highlighted that this initiative

underscores Italy’s dedication to defending the dignity

of the Rohingya people facing severe hardships.

[Dhaka Tribune]

Brunei to deepen energy cooperation with

Malaysia’s Sawarak State 

(dql) Brunei Darussalam has reaffirmed its

commitment to enhancing energy cooperation with

Sarawak to ensure regional energy security.

During a bilateral meeting with Sarawak’s Minister of

Utility and Telecommunication, Julaihi Narawi, Brunei’s

Deputy Minister (Energy) at the Prime Minister’s

Department, Mohamad Azmi Mohamad Hanifah,

emphasized the importance of cross-border

collaboration in sustaining the energy sector.

He highlighted Brunei’s readiness to explore further

opportunities with Sarawak for mutual benefit.

[Sawarak Tribune]

Brunei, Malaysia enhance legal

cooperation

(ga) Brunei and Malaysia are strengthening legal

cooperation following a meeting between Malaysia’s

Deputy Minister in the Prime Minister’s Department

(Law and Institutional Reform) M. Kulasegaran and

Brunei’s Attorney General Nor Hashimah Taib.

The meeting was part of Malaysia’s ASEAN 2025

Chairmanship tour, focusing on legal and institutional

reforms. Discussions covered commercial arbitration,

international mediation, knowledge sharing, and

capacity building. Both nations committed to

establishing a framework for mutual legal cooperation.

[Borneo Bulletin]

First-ever prisoner transfer between

Brunei and Malaysia

(dql) In a historic first, Malaysia and Brunei have

carried out a prisoner transfer. A 65-year-old man
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became the first prisoner repatriated to Brunei.

[Borneo Post]

Brunei-Kuwait relations strengthened

through high-level engagements

(ga) Bilateral relations between Brunei and Kuwait

continue to strengthen through high-level visits and

cooperation agreements, according to Charge

d’Affaires ad Interim of the Kuwait Embassy to Brunei

Khaled Al Farhan. Speaking at a reception marking

Kuwait’s 64th National Day and 34th Anniversary of

Liberation Day, he highlighted the strong foundation

for collaboration established by agreements signed

during the 2015 visit of His Majesty Sultan Haji

Hassanal Bolkiah to Kuwait and the late Amir’s visit to

Brunei in 2016.

Economic cooperation is also advancing, with the

Brunei Economic Development Board (BEDB) planning

an official visit to Kuwait to discuss investment

opportunities with the Kuwait Investment Authority

and the Kuwait Chamber of Commerce and Industry.

Additionally, the upcoming 4th meeting of the Kuwait-

Brunei Joint Committee on Economic and Technical

Cooperation will focus on trade, investment, and

private sector engagement.

Cultural and people-to-people exchanges between the

two nations are also growing, with Brunei’s

participation in the 13th Kuwait International Prize for

the Holy Quran and Kuwait’s involvement in the 9th

World Junior Wushu Championships in Brunei. [Borneo

Bulletin]

South Korea supports Cambodia with air

quality monitoring stations

(mfr) South Korea has provided Cambodia with three

air quality monitoring stations (AQMSs) as part of the

"Clean Air for Sustainable ASEAN" (CASA) project,

funded by the ASEAN-ROK Cooperation Fund (AKCF). A

handover ceremony took place at Cambodia’s Ministry

of Environment headquarters on February 20.

The initiative, launched in January 2023, aims to

mitigate air pollution across ASEAN and improve public

health. The AQMSs have been installed in Phnom

Penh, Battambang, and Banteay Meanchey provinces.

With a USD 11 million budget over four years, the

project aims to provide accurate air pollution data,

https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-stdtujd-l-dkt/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-stdtujd-l-dki/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-stdtujd-l-dki/


support environmental policies, and strengthen

regional cooperation. Officials from both countries

reaffirmed their commitment to tackling air pollution

and ensuring a sustainable future for ASEAN.

In addition to air quality monitoring, the project will

provide capacity-building and training programs to

strengthen air quality management across ASEAN. The

initiative is expected to contribute to improved

environmental conditions and better public health in

Cambodia and the wider region. [The Phnom Penh

Post]

Japan grants USD 240,000 for clean water

supply system in Tonle Sap community

(sal) The Japanese government has provided over USD

240,000 as part of the Kusanone Project to install a

clean water supply system in Tonle Sap, Siem Reap,

and Soutr Nikom, Kampong Khleang. The project will

be carried out by the Cambodian Rural Water Supply

Association, which will construct 8 kilometers of water

pipes.

Since 1991, the Japanese Kusanone Project has

granted over USD 71 million to Cambodia, supporting

more than 700 initiatives led by non-governmental

organizations and local authorities. [The Phnom Penh

Post]

US Army Pacific Commander visits

Cambodia to discuss defense cooperation

(dql) General Ronald P. Clark, commander of the US

Army Pacific, visited Cambodia from February 24-25, to

hold talks with high-ranking officials, including Prime

Minister Hun Manet, Defense Minister Tea Seiha, and

military leaders. The discussions focused on

strengthening US-Cambodia defense cooperation,

particularly in military training, disaster relief, UN

peacekeeping, and demining efforts. [US Army Pacific]

Clark emphasized the US’s desire for improved

relations, especially in military cooperation, and

praised Cambodia's peacekeeping contributions.

Manet expressed gratitude for US demining support

and encouraged closer military collaboration.

Royal Cambodian Army (RCA) Commander Mao

Sophan thanked the US for resuming training

programs for Cambodian officers and continued

support for demining. Both sides highlighted the
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importance of military dialogue to build trust and

reaffirmed their commitment to strengthening

bilateral ties. Discussions also covered potential joint

initiatives, such as co-hosting the Indo-Pacific Armies

Management Seminar and resuming the “Angkor

Sentinel” exercises. [Phnom Penh Post]

The visit comes amid tensions over Cambodia's close

ties with China, particularly concerns that China may

have exclusive access to Cambodia's Ream naval base,

strengthening its influence in the South China Sea and

Indian Ocean. [AP News]

US restores funding for Cambodian

demining ensuring continuation of mine

clearance efforts

(mfr) The United States has lifted its suspension of

funding for mine clearance in Cambodia, restoring

support for affected demining personnel and projects.

The Cambodian Mine Action Centre (CMAC) Director-

General Heng Ratana confirmed on February 20 that

the U.S. Department of State granted a waiver,

allowing the continuation of demining efforts under

existing agreements.

The temporary freeze had impacted mine action

projects in several provinces, leading at least one

operator to request the disbandment of its team by

March 1. With funding reinstated, Ratana expressed

gratitude to Prime Minister Hun Manet for his

intervention and to the U.S. government, embassy

officials, and development partners for facilitating the

waiver. [The Phnom Penh Post]

The conditional resumption of U.S. funded mine

clearance efforts supports Cambodia’s ongoing

mission to remove explosive remnants of war. While

broader U.S. foreign aid policies remain under review,

this decision marks a significant step in sustaining

demining operations in the Kingdom. [Khmer Times]

Israeli ambassador reaffirms commitment

to strengthening Cambodia ties

(mfr) Israeli Ambassador to Cambodia Orna Sagiv met

with Prime Minister Hun Manet at the Peace Palace on

February 20, to discuss expanding bilateral

cooperation.
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Sagiv appreciated Cambodia’s support and reaffirmed

her commitment to strengthening ties in key sectors,

including trade, investment, agriculture, education,

health, tourism, employment, vocational training, and

technology. Hun Manet acknowledged the progress in

Cambodia-Israel relations and voiced confidence in

further developments during her tenure. [Press OCM]

[Khmer Times]

China and Philippines incident over the

South China Sea

(dh) On February 18, a Philippine patrol plane and a

Chinese navy helicopter came into close proximity over

the disputed Scarborough Shoal in the South China

Sea, with the Philippine aircraft warning that the

encounter was unsafe. The Chinese helicopter flew

within approximately 10 feet of the Philippine Bureau

of Fisheries and Aquatic Resources' Cessna Caravan,

prompting the Filipino pilot to caution over the radio

that the maneuver was dangerous and violated

international aviation safety standards.

The Philippine aircraft continued its patrol despite the

presence of the Chinese helicopter. The Philippine

Coast Guard later reaffirmed its commitment to

protecting the country’s maritime rights in what it

refers to as the West Philippine Sea.

Scarborough Shoal has long been a point of contention

in regional maritime disputes. China claims sovereignty

over the area and has maintained a strong presence

there. On the other hand, the Philippines brought the

territorial issue to international arbitration, resulting in

a 2016 ruling that rejected China’s claims under the

United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea

(UNCLOS). However, Beijing did not recognize the

ruling and continues to assert its territorial stance.

[ABC]

The United States has raised concerns over the

incident. U.S. Ambassador to the Philippines, MaryKay

Carlson, called for disputes to be settled peacefully in

accordance with international law and urged China to

avoid actions that could be seen as coercive. Officials

in Manila announced plans to lodge a diplomatic

protest, emphasizing that the incident put the safety of

the Philippine aircraft’s crew and passengers at risk.

[LBCI Lebanon]
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China, Thailand strengthen air quality

partnership with MoU

(yq) Beijing and Bangkok have strengthened

environmental ties with a three-year Memorandum of

Understanding (MOU) on Air Quality Monitoring and

Management Cooperation, coinciding with the 50th

anniversary of China-Thailand diplomatic relations.

[Xinhua News Agency]

The partnership includes mutual visits, training

sessions, and pilot projects in Bangkok. The Bangkok

Metropolitan Administration is already working to curb

pollution, including reducing rice field burning, which

has cut affected areas from 5,625 rai in 2022 to 625 rai

in 2024. [Thaiger]

China conducts large-scale telecom fraud

repatriations

(yq) China has repatriated over 600 of its citizens from

Myanmar, suspected of involvement in telecom fraud

operations. The repatriation was carried out in

coordination with Myanmar and Thailand.

On February 20, the first batch of 200 Chinese fraud

suspects was escorted back to China via Thailand’s

Mae Sot before being flown to Nanjing. This marked

the beginning of a broader repatriation effort, with

over 800 more suspects expected to follow. Thai

authorities facilitated the transfer, while Myanmar’s

security forced conducted raids on scam compounds

in Myawaddy, arresting suspects and rescuing trapped

victims. [Asia News Network]

Over the following two days, additional repatriation

flights continued, bringing the total number of

returnees to 621 by February 22. The operation was

part of a trilateral crackdown on telecom fraud, with

Thailand implementing measures such as cutting off

power and internet services to scam hubs near the

border. The effort also aligns with China’s ongoing anti-

fraud campaign, which has led to over 53,000 arrests

of suspects linked to scam operations in northern

Myanmar since mid-2023. [The Nation]

Chinese authorities, emphasizing the need for

sustained cooperation, have pledged to institutionalize

joint anti-crime efforts with Myanmar and Thailand.

Officials highlighted the economic and social damage

caused by telecom fraud, with UN estimates placing

annual losses from such scams in East and Southeast

Asia between USD 20 billion and USD 40 billion.
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Beyond enforcement, China has also pushed for

stricter preventive measures to curb online gambling

and scam networks, viewing the crackdown as

essential to safeguarding public interests. This

transnational effort is expected to continue,

reinforcing security measures while dismantling

organized fraud rings operating across borders.

[Xinhua News Agency] [The Nation]

Meanwhile, Myanmar’s military government has

introduced a new law allowing foreign companies to

provide armed security services in the country.

Analysts suggest that this move paves the way for

former Chinese military personnel to protect Beijing’s

vast economic interests in Myanmar, including key

infrastructure projects under the Belt and Road

Initiative.

The law, which requires approval from Myanmar’s

National Defense and Security Council for private firms

to carry arms, is expected to facilitate China’s ability to

safeguard its oil and gas pipelines, mines, and

deep=water port in Kyaukphyu.

While the junta continues to face internal resistance,

insurgent forces have so far refrained from targeting

these Chinese investments, signaling a complex

balance of economic and political interests in the

region. [Radio Free Asia]  

U.S. to target China’s shipbuilding

dominance with port fees

(yq) The U.S. Trade Representative (USTR) has

proposed new fees of up to USD 1.5 million per port

entry for Chinese-built vessels as part of an ongoing

investigation into China’s influence over global

shipbuilding, maritime transport and logistics. The

move, outlined in a Federal Register notice published

on February 21, aims to counter China’s state-backed

expansion in the industry and support the struggling

U.S. shipbuilding sector.

According to a January 16 USTR report, China’s global

shipbuilding market share surged from 5 percent in

1999 to over 50 percent in 2023, viewed as driven by

extensive government subsidies and preferential

treatment for state-owned enterprises. The country’s

shipbuilding completions accounted for nearly 56

percent of the global total in 2024, i.e., more than half

of the ships delivered worldwide were built by Chinese

shipyards.
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The U.S. shipbuilding industry, once producing 70 ships

annually in 1975, now constructs only five per year.

The investigation, initiated in April 2024 at the request

of United Steelworkers and four other unions under

Section 301 of the Trade Act of 1974, aims to revive the

sector. [USTR] [South China Morning Post]

The USTR proposed plan includes port entry fees,

future orders penalty and U.S.-built vessel incentives.

Port entry fees up to USD 1 million per entry for

vessels operated by Chinese state-owned firms and up

to USD 1.5 million per entry for non-Chinese operators

using Chinese-built ships. Fees decreasing based on

the percentage of Chinese-built vessels in a company’s

fleet. Future orders penalty refers to additional

charges for operators with ships on order from

Chinese shipyards set for delivery within two years.

U.S-built vessel incentives included refunding of up to

USD 1 million per entry for U.S-built vessels used in

international shipping.

Aimed to strengthen the domestic industry, the

proposal also includes a restriction on China’s access

to U.S shipping data and a possible ban on the use of

LOGINK, a Chinese logistics software, at U.S. port

terminals. [Reuters]  

The Chinese Ministry of Commerce was quick to

condemn the move, calling on the U.S. to “US to

respect facts and rules and halt its wrong actions.”

[Global Times]

U.S. and China exchange economic

criticism amid rising trade tensions

(yq) Treasury Secretary Scott Bessent and Chinese Vice

Premier He Lifeng confronted each other over

economic grievances in a video call on February 21,

with Washington urging Beijing to curb fentanyl

trafficking and address trade imbalances while China

pushed back against new tariffs imposed by President

Donald Trump. [Global Times]

The call marked the first high-level economic

discussion between the two nations under Bessent’s

tenure who was sworn in late January. According to a

U.S. Treasury readout, Bessent emphasized concerns

over China’s counter-narcotics efforts, economic

policies, and alleged unfair trade practices. He

reaffirmed the administration’s commitment to

protecting American workers and national security.

[Department of the Treasury, USA]
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Earlier this month, Trump announced a 10 percent

tariff on all Chinese goods, citing China’s failure to curb

fentanyl trafficking. In response, Beijing slapped

retaliatory tariffs of up to 15 percent on select U.S.

imports, including energy and farm equipment, while

also warning American tech giants like Google of

possible sanctions.

Trump has hinted at additional tariffs targeting

countries imposing taxes on U.S. imports, a move that

could further stain global trade. During his campaign,

he threatened 60 percent tariffs on all Chinese

imports. Despite rising tensions, Trump suggested that

Chinese President Xi Jinping might visit the U.S. soon,

though no timeline was provided.

The U.S. trade deficit with China stood at USD 295.4

billion in 2024, down from its peak of USD 418.2 billion

in 2018 when Trump first launched aggressive tariff

measures. However, last year’s deficit rose by USD 16.3

billion as Chinese exporters rushed to beat impending

tariff hikes. [Reuters]

U.S. considers more restrictions on

Chinese semiconductors, investments

(dh) The Trump administration is considering stricter

semiconductor restrictions on China, expanding on

Biden-era policies, aimed to restrict China’s

technological development and influence.

U.S. officials recently met with Japanese and Dutch

counterparts to discuss limiting engineers from Tokyo

Electron and ASML from servicing chip-making

equipment in China. There are also talks about further

restricting Nvidia chip exports.

The U.S. aims to align key allies in imposing similar

controls, mirroring restrictions on American chip firms

like Lam Research and Applied Materials. [Reuters]

In addition, the Trump administration is intensifying

efforts to limit Chinese investment in the U.S., directing

the Committee on Foreign Investment in the United

States (CFIUS) to restrict Chinese access to strategic

industries such as technology, infrastructure, and

artificial intelligence. The policy also suggests

tightening controls on American investments in China.

Additionally, the administration is seeking to expand

CFIUS’ authority over new foreign business

developments in the U.S., though this could face legal

hurdles.
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At the same time, the administration aims to

encourage investment from allied nations through a

streamlined approval process.[Politico] [US Treasury]

China, Russia reaffirm “no limits”

partnership on anniversary of war in

Ukraine

(dql) Chinese President Xi Jinping and Russian

President Vladimir Putin held a phone talk on the 3rd

anniversary of the Russia’s war in Ukraine to reaffirm

the "no limits" partnership between their countries.

The leaders emphasized the enduring nature of their

alliance, which they stated would not be influenced by

any "third party." [Ministry of Foreign Affairs, China]

[President of Russia]

Xi reiterated that the China-Russia relationship has

strong internal dynamics and strategic value, and that

their development strategies and foreign policies are

long-term and independent of external pressures.

Xi and Putin have increasingly aligned geopolitically,

with China and Russia both facing challenges from the

U.S. – China economically and militarily, and Russia in

its conflict with Ukraine. The two leaders have met

over 40 times in the past decade, and their "no limits"

partnership, declared days before Russia's 2022

invasion, is seen as a challenge to the U.S.-led global

order.

Despite U.S. President Donald Trump's recent efforts

to broker a quick peace deal, which some fear could

create a rift between Moscow and Beijing, both Xi and

Putin expressed confidence in maintaining their

strategic ties. [Reuters]

Putin also informed Xi about recent Russian-American

contacts, and Xi praised Russia’s efforts and China’s

initiatives, such as the "friends of peace" group, to help

defuse the crisis. [President of Russia]

China expands humanitarian aid to Gaza

amid ongoing crisis

(yq) China has intensified its humanitarian efforts in

Gaza, delivering emergency aid through Jordan and

expanding partnerships to provide critical relief. On

February 18, the Chinese embassy in Jordan, in

collaboration with the Jordan Hashemite Charity

Organization (JHCO), dispatched the first shipment of a
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60,000-food parcel aid package to Gaza. [Xinhua News

Agency]

In a further move to bolster aid efforts, JHCO and the

state-owned China First Highway Engineering Company

(CFHEC) signed a cooperation agreement to implement

humanitarian projects for affected families in Gaza.

The partnership will prioritize food assistance to

address urgent needs, reinforcing the strong

humanitarian ties between Jordan and China. [The

Jordan Times]

China’s humanitarian outreach aligns with its border

stance on the Palestinian issue. The China

International Development Cooperation Agency

reiterated Beijing’s support for Palestinian rights and

its advocacy for a two-state solution. Chinese Foreign

Minister Wang Yi has also urged an immediate

resolution to the humanitarian crisis, calling for an end

to the suffering in Gaza. [Anadolu Agency]

China urges ceasefire amid escalating

conflict in Eastern DRC

(yq) The conflict in eastern Democratic Republic of the

Congo (DRC) continues to escalate, prompting China to

urge all parties to cease hostilities immediately and

engage in diplomatic solutions. Fu Cong, China’s

permanent representative to the United Nations,

emphasized this stance on February 21 during his

explanation of vote on the UN Security Council’s newly

adopted resolution addressing the crisis.

The resolution demands that the March 23 Movement

(M23), a Tutsi-led rebel group believed to receive

support from Rwanda withdraw from occupied areas,

aligning with international and regional calls for a

ceasefire. Fu reaffirmed China’s support for the

measure, highlighting the Security Council’s

responsibility in promoting stability.

Since the recent escalation, M23 has captured key

locations such as Goma and Bukavu, defying both

international calls for peace and its own ceasefire

commitment. This has heightened concerns over the

widening of the conflict to a regional one. China

continues to advocate for an African-led resolution,

stressing the importance of regional mediation efforts.

Fu underscored that the tensions between the DRC

and Rwanda, while serious, are not insurmountable.

He urged both nations to return to negotiations

without delay. Furthermore, China remains committed

to supporting the DRC’s sovereignty and territorial
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integrity while working the international community to

restore peace. [Xinhua News Agency] [Global Times]

Beyond its diplomatic role, China has significant

economic interests in the DRC, particularly in mining

and infrastructure. As Africa’s largest trading partner,

China has heavily invested in the DRC’s vast reserves of

cobalt, copper and lithium, key materials for renewable

energy technologies. Chinese companies control nearly

three-quarters of the country’s cobalt and copper

mines, including the Tenke Fungurume Mine, one of

the world’s largest sources of these critical minerals.

[The Conversation]

China’s growing investments in the DRC have also

expanded into transportation, energy and

telecommunications, reinforcing its long-term strategic

presence in the country. Major infrastructure projects

such as roads and hydroelectric dams funded by

Chinese firms, have played a crucial role in

modernizing the DRC. With cobalt demand projected

to grow significantly by 2030, China’s investment in

DRC mining operations, transportation networks, and

refining capabilities has further solidified its hold on

the global supply chain. [Strategic Studies Institute]

Wang Yi meets Somali counterpart at UN

(dh) Chinese Foreign Minister Wang Yi met with Somali

Foreign Minister Ahmed Moallim Fiqi at the United

Nations to discuss bilateral relations and areas of

cooperation. Wang expressed China’s willingness to

support Somalia’s efforts toward stability and

development, emphasizing collaboration through the

Forum on China-Africa Cooperation and initiatives like

China’s zero-tariff policy for some African nations.

Fiqi acknowledged the long-standing ties between

Somalia and China, thanking Beijing for its diplomatic

support. He also reiterated Somalia’s commitment to

the one-China principle and its stance against actions

that challenge China’s territorial integrity. [Xinhua]

[China Ministry of Foreign Affairs]

Some have seen Somalia’s praise for China as a result

of a withdrawal of aid from the US, which has

prompted a need for further investment, especially in

Somalia’s fishery industry. Thus, Somalia’s

strengthening relationship with China has been further

prompted by the Somali’s government desire to secure

further significant investment in its fishery sectors.

[Seafood Source]
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Wang Yi discusses regional issues and

strengthening ties with Egyptian foreign

minister

(dh) Wang Yi held a phone call with the Egyptian

Foreign Minister on February 22 as they discussed

strengthening ties and addressing regional challenges.

They reaffirmed their commitment to expanding

economic and strategic cooperation, including plans

for a joint governmental meeting to follow up on

previous discussions in Beijing.

The ministers also exchanged views on key regional

issues. Abdelatty outlined Egypt’s efforts to maintain

the ceasefire in Gaza and support reconstruction while

ensuring Palestinians remain in their homeland. Wang

expressed China’s support for Egypt’s approach.

On Sudan, Abdelatty stressed the need to uphold its

sovereignty and work toward a ceasefire to restore

stability. Since April 2023, the country has been

embroiled in a civil war between the Sudanese Armed

Forces (SAF) and the paramilitary Rapid Support Forces

(RSF). This conflict has led to widespread violence,

significant loss of life, and massive displacement of

civilians. China has significant interests in Sudan,

particularly in the fields of energy, infrastructure, and

trade. Over the years, China has become one of

Sudan’s largest trading partners and investors.

Both ministers agreed on the importance of a political

resolution in Syria to promote regional security and

counter extremism. [Daily News Egypt] [SCMP] [China

Ministry of Foreign Affairs]

China calls on Latin American countries to

independently choose partner

(yq) In response to reports about an intensifying

competition between China and the U.S. in Latin

America, the Chinese foreign ministry insisted that

China has never participated in so-called geopolitical

competition or sought spheres of influence in its

economic, trade, and investment cooperation with

Latin America. It added that “Latin American countries

have the right to independently choose their

development paths and cooperation partners.” [Xinhua

News Agency]

China’s presence in Latin America has expanded

significantly, driving economic growth and

infrastructure development while raising concerns

about geopolitical influence. While Beijing presents its
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engagement as mutually beneficial, focusing on trade,

investment, and infrastructure, the United States and

its allies view China’s growing role as a challenge to

regional stability and sovereignty.

China positions itself as a development partner,

prioritizing economic cooperation over political

interference. Trade between China and Latin America

exceeded USD 450 billion in 2021 and could surpass

USD 700 billion by 2035. Beijing’s investments span

critical sectors such as energy, telecommunications,

and transport, with major projects under the Belt and

Road Initiative (BRI). [Council on Foreign Relations]

Washington remains wary of China’s expanding

influence, citing risks of economic dependency and

security concerns. The U.S. warns that China’s

investments could lead to debt traps, allowing Beijing

control over key infrastructure like ports and energy

grids. Political ties between China and authoritarian

governments in Venezuela, Cuba, and Nicaragua

further fuel concerns about regional stability and

governance. [Inquirer]

Sri Lankan Navy arrests 32 Indian

fishermen for alleged poaching

(lm) The Sri Lankan Navy arrested 32 Indian fishermen

and seized five fishing boats for allegedly entering Sri

Lankan territorial waters near Mannar during a special

operation early on February 23. The Sri Lankan Navy

stated that it conducts regular patrols to prevent illegal

fishing by foreign boats, citing concerns over the

livelihood of local fishermen. So far in 2025, the Navy

has arrested 131 Indian fishermen and seized 18 boats

for similar violations.

The arrests come amid ongoing tensions over fishing

rights in the Palk Strait. Earlier this month, the Sri

Lankan Navy detained 10 Indian fishermen, and in

January, five Indian fishermen sustained injuries in a

firing incident near Delft Island, prompting India to

raise the issue with the Sri Lankan Foreign Ministry.

The fishermen dispute remains a sensitive issue in

India-Sri Lanka relations, with periodic detentions and

incidents of force being reported. [The Indian Express]

US SEC seeks India's assistance in Adani

fraud probe
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(lm) The US Securities and Exchange Commission (SEC)

has sought assistance from India's Ministry of Law and

Justice in its investigation into Adani Group founder

Gautam Adani and his nephew Sagar Adani, alleging

securities fraud and a USD 265 million bribery scheme.

A New York district court filing last week revealed that

the SEC’s efforts to serve its complaint to the Adanis

are ongoing, and it has formally requested India’s

cooperation. The two men are not in US custody and

are currently in India.

The Adani Group has denied the allegations, calling

them "baseless" and vowing to seek all possible legal

recourse.

The case follows an indictment unsealed last year by

federal prosecutors in Brooklyn, which accused

Gautam Adani of bribing Indian officials to influence

the purchase of electricity from Adani Green Energy, a

subsidiary of the Adani Group. Prosecutors also claim

the group misled US investors by providing false

assurances about its anti-corruption policies. [The

Indian Express]

India, France strengthen military ties

during army chief's visit

(lm) Indian Army Chief General Upendra Dwivedi is on

a four-day official visit to France from February 24 to

27, aimed at strengthening defense cooperation and

exploring new avenues for military collaboration

between the two countries. The visit will include high-

level meetings, strategic discussions, and engagements

with key French military institutions.

On February 24, General Dwivedi met senior French

military officials at Les Invalides in Paris, where he was

welcomed with a Guard of Honor. He held discussions

with General Pierre Schill, Chief of Staff of the French

Army, and visited the École Militaire. During this visit,

he was briefed on the Future Combat Command (CCF)

and gained insights into French military modernization

at the Technical Section of the French Army (STAT) and

the Battle Lab Terre in Versailles.

On February 25, General Dwivedi traveled to Marseille

to visit the French Army's 3rd Division. His visit

included briefings on the division’s mission, bilateral

training cooperation under Exercise SHAKTI, and the

French Army’s "Scorpion" modernization program. On

February 26, he witnessed a live demonstration of the

Scorpion Division, which included live firing exercises

in Carpiagne.
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The visit will conclude on February 27 with a wreath-

laying ceremony at the Neuve Chapelle Indian War

Memorial in honor of Indian soldiers who fought in

World War I. Later, General Dwivedi will deliver a

lecture at the École de Guerre, the French Joint Staff

College, addressing modern warfare and India’s

strategic defense vision.

General Dwivedi’s visit follows the India-France

Bilateral Dialogue on Disarmament and Non-

Proliferation, where both countries discussed a range

of global security issues, including nuclear

disarmament, artificial intelligence in military use, and

multilateral export control regimes. The visit marks a

significant step in enhancing defense ties between

India and France, fostering deeper strategic

partnerships and cooperation between the two

nations' armed forces. [The New Indian Express] [The

Economic Times]

India, United Kingdom relaunch free trade

negotiations after nearly year-long pause

(lm) India and the UK have restarted their free trade

discussions after a pause due to elections in both

countries, with the aim of doubling bilateral trade over

the next decade. Indian Commerce Minister Piyush

Goyal and UK Business Secretary Jonathan Reynolds

met in New Delhi on February 24, 2025, to resume

negotiations, focusing on a trade agreement that could

include a free trade pact and an investment treaty.

The talks aim to address several sticking points,

including high import duties in India on British goods,

particularly Scotch whisky, and the UK’s visa and fee

regulations for Indian professionals and students.

While both sides have emphasized that immigration

will not be a part of the trade discussions, India seeks

greater mobility for its working professionals and

students, along with faster visa processing times.

Bilateral trade between India and the UK stood at £41

billion (USD 52 billion) in 2024, and both countries are

keen on deepening their economic ties. The trade

agreement is expected to unlock opportunities in

sectors such as advanced manufacturing, clean energy,

professional services, and financial services. UK

companies also see potential in India’s growing market

for British goods, including cars and financial services.

The relaunch of the talks comes as the US President

Donald Trump’s tariff threats and retaliatory measures

continue to affect global trade dynamics. India has

been signing several trade agreements in recent years,
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including with the UAE and Australia, and looks to

strengthen its international economic standing. The

UK, with its Labour government now in power, views

the trade talks with India as a key priority, with the

potential to boost its exports and access to India’s

vibrant market.

The ministers did not set a deadline for concluding the

talks, but both sides have indicated the importance of

finalizing a mutually beneficial agreement in the near

future, as the UK government sees it as an opportunity

to foster new business connections in India’s rapidly

expanding economy. [BBC] [Hindustan Times] [The

Indian Express] [Reuters]

Iranian leader highlights trade, Chabahar

port, and cultural ties in India visit

(lm) Ghulam Ali Haddad Adel, a four-time

parliamentarian and former Speaker of the Iranian

Parliament, is in New Delhi to discuss trade and

investment with Indian officials. He emphasized Iran’s

commitment to strengthening economic ties with all

nations, including India, amid geopolitical challenges

such as U.S. sanctions. He reiterated the strategic

importance of the Chabahar port, a joint India-Iran

project that provides India with a critical trade route to

Afghanistan, stating that while part of the project is

complete, technical coordination between the two

nations is ongoing.

Regarding U.S. President Donald Trump’s proposed

Gaza redevelopment plan, Haddad Adel said Iran,

along with much of the international community, views

the move as a resurgence of imperialist strategies.

However, he clarified that Iran has not decided to send

forces to Gaza, emphasizing that Palestinian resistance

has been effective in countering Israeli advances.

Highlighting India-Iran relations, he noted the deep

historical and civilizational ties between the two

countries. He pointed to growing trade, cultural

exchanges, and language collaboration, mentioning

India’s recognition of Persian as a classical language

under its National Education Policy. Haddad Adel also

met Indian Education Minister Dharmendra Pradhan

during his visit to discuss further cooperation in

cultural and educational initiatives. [The Indian

Express]
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India and Qatar elevate ties with strategic

partnership, USD 10 billion investment

commitment

(lm) India and Qatar have elevated their bilateral

relationship to a strategic partnership, aiming to

double trade to USD 28 billion by 2030 and expand

cooperation in energy, investment, and security. The

decision was announced following a meeting between

Prime Minister Narendra Modi and Qatari Amir Sheikh

Tamim bin Hamad Al Thani in New Delhi on February

18.

Qatar’s sovereign wealth fund currently holds USD 1.5

billion in foreign direct investment (FDI) in India, with

the Qatari side committing an additional USD 10 billion

investment in infrastructure, ports, energy, smart

cities, and emerging technologies such as artificial

intelligence and robotics.

In the energy sector, Qatar is a major supplier of

liquefied natural gas (LNG) to India, with a 20-year

agreement for 7.5 million metric tons per annum

starting in 2028. Both sides also discussed potential

free trade agreements (FTA), both bilaterally and with

the Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC).

The two countries signed two agreements and five

memorandums of understanding (MoUs), covering

economic cooperation, youth affairs, and a revised

double taxation avoidance agreement. Qatar is now

the fifth GCC country to establish a strategic

partnership with India, following the UAE, Saudi Arabia,

Oman, and Kuwait.

Modi and Al Thani also discussed regional and global

issues, including the ongoing Israel-Hamas conflict. In

security cooperation, both leaders condemned

terrorism in all forms, agreeing to enhance intelligence

sharing, counter cybercrime, and improve cooperation

in law enforcement and anti-money laundering efforts.

The status of an Indian naval officer still detained in

Qatar was also raised, with Modi expressing

appreciation for Qatar’s efforts in safeguarding Indian

citizens. This follows the release of seven out of eight

former Indian Navy personnel who were previously

sentenced to death in Qatar before diplomatic

intervention led to their release in February 2024.

With 750,000 Indians residing in Qatar, the Qatari

leadership praised the Indian community’s

contributions, while India expressed gratitude for

Qatar’s efforts to ensure their well-being. [The Indian

Express]
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Outcry over Nepali student’s death at

Indian university sparks investigations,

student exodus

(rs) The death of Prakriti Lamsal, a third-year Nepali

student at the Kalinga Institute of Industrial

Technology (KIIT) in Odisha, India, has triggered a

diplomatic and political crisis, with her family, fellow

students, and Nepali authorities demanding justice.

Lamsal, who was found dead in her hostel room on

February 16, had reportedly endured persistent

harassment, blackmail, and abuse from a fellow

student, who is now in police custody. Voice messages

released by her peers suggest that she was subjected

to extreme mental distress.

Following her death, over 1,500 Nepali students at KIIT

staged protests, demanding justice and accountability

from the university administration. Instead of

addressing their concerns, KIIT allegedly expelled over

800 Nepali students from their hostels, forcing many to

leave for Nepal under difficult circumstances.

The case has sparked political debates in Odisha and

Nepal, with lawmakers and government officials calling

for a thorough investigation. Odisha’s Higher Education

Department has summoned KIIT founder Achyuta

Samanta for questioning, while Indian authorities have

set up a high-level probe committee. [The Kathmandu

Post 1]

In response, the Indian Ministry of External Affairs

(MEA) assured that Nepali students are an integral part

of India-Nepal ties and pledged their safety. Nepal’s

Foreign Minister Arzu Rana Deuba has urged the

Odisha Chief Minister to ensure justice, while

Tribhuvan University and Purbanchal University in

Nepal have offered credit transfers to Nepali students

unwilling to return to KIIT. [The Kathmandu Post 2]

[The Kathmandu Post 3] [The Kathmandu Post 4]

Meanwhile, Nepal’s government has been criticized for

lacking concrete data on its students at KIIT. As of

February 24, at least 300 Nepali students have officially

returned via various border points, though the total

number remains unclear. [The Kathmandu Post 5]

Some students have reported mishandling and

mistreatment at KIIT, alleging that university officials

downplayed their safety concerns and failed to act

against Srivastava despite prior complaints. In an

attempt to ease tensions, KIIT has announced a special

scholarship in Lamsal’s name, but the gesture has
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failed to quell the widespread anger. [The Kathmandu

Post 6]

Lamsal’s family continues to demand justice, accusing

the university of negligence and a cover-up. As

Nepalese authorities press for legal action, the case

underscores larger concerns about the safety of Nepali

students abroad and the need for stronger oversight

of their welfare. [The Kathmandu Post 7]

Indonesia committed to strengthening

educational cooperation with Timor-Leste

(gk) On February 20, Minister of Higher Education,

Science and Technology Brian Yuliarto received a visit

from Ambassador of Timor-Leste to Indonesia, Roberto

Sarmento Soares. Both parties discussed bolstering

collaboration in higher education.

Yuliarto recognized the importance of students from

Timor-Leste studying in Indonesia, about 10,165 of

them. He noted that these students will act as a bridge

to strengthen relations between the two nations,

especially in higher education. He hoped that through

newer efforts such as sister university program, both

nations can improve their people-to-people relations.

In response, Soares expressed his gratitude to

Indonesia and hopped for greater bilateral relations,

especially in the field of science and technology.

[Antara]

Indonesia and Japan strengthen

collaboration on energy transition

(aar) Indonesia is accelerating its energy transition

through the Asia Zero Emission Community (AZEC)

initiative, which was a focus of President Prabowo

Subianto’s meeting with Japanese Prime Minister

Shigeru Ishiba. Coordinating Minister for Economic

Affairs Airlangga Hartarto emphasized the importance

of advancing flagship projects, particularly the Muara

Laboh Geothermal Power Plant. Discussions with the

Japan Bank for International Cooperation (JBIC) and

AZEC representatives highlighted Japan’s commitment

to renewable energy cooperation, including support

for Indonesia’s solar power, transmission networks,

and biofuel development.

AZEC projects in Indonesia are categorized into three

tiers: commercial-ready projects, including geothermal,

waste-to-energy, and sustainable aviation fuel;
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potential commercial projects, such as hydroelectric

power, peatland management, and transmission

expansion; and pilot projects, which involve green

ammonia, hydrogen for transport, and advanced

biofuel development.

Both countries aim to accelerate project

implementation and upgrade lower-tier initiatives to

commercial-ready status for immediate economic

benefits. [Antara]

Indonesia seeks Japanese investment to

boost transmigration development

(aar) Indonesia is seeking Japanese investment to

support the development of transmigration areas into

new economic hubs. Transmigration Minister Iftitah

Sulaiman Suryanagara expressed optimism about

Japan’s involvement, particularly in the Patriot

Transmigration program, which aims to enhance

human resources by providing scholarships for young

Indonesians to study at top universities before

deploying them to transmigration areas to drive

regional development.

Japan has been a long-term partner in Indonesia’s

economic and educational sectors, offering

scholarships and infrastructure support. Japanese

Ambassador Masaki Yasushi praised the strong work

ethic of Indonesian workers across various industries,

highlighting their valuable contributions to Japan.

The discussions took place during a celebration of

Emperor Naruhito’s 65th birthday, attended by key

Indonesian officials, including Coordinating Minister

Agus Harimurti Yudhoyono. [Antara]

68 Indonesian migrant workers deported

from Malaysia

(lp) On February 23, Malaysian immigration authorities

deported 68 Indonesian migrant workers, including 17

women, through Dumai Port in Riau for working

without proper documentation. The workers were

previously detained in Kemayan, Pahang, before being

transported to Indonesia. Fanny Wahyu Kurniawan,

head of the Riau branch of BP3MI, said that this

deportation added to the total of 359 Indonesian

workers who had been sent back through Dumai Port

since last month.

https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-stdtujd-l-hiy/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-stdtujd-l-hij/


Disturbing accounts of alleged abuse have emerged

from the deportees, with one worker named Solihin

from Madura reporting physical abuse and torture

during his detention at the Kemayan center. He

described being subjected to violence for minor

infractions, claiming he was kicked in the head and

legs. Solihin had entered Malaysia legally in 2022 but

was arrested after failing to renew his work permit,

leading to a three-and-a-half-month imprisonment.

The case has also revealed ongoing issues with illegal

migration channels, as exemplified by Effendi from

Lombok, who admitted to entering Malaysia illegally

through Batam Island. He detailed paying IDR 14

million (USD 860) to traffickers as part of a group of 20

workers, eventually securing work at a palm plantation

in Pahang with a monthly salary of MYR 3,000 (USD

680). [Jakarta Globe]

Vietnam’s VinFast expands EV ecosystem

in Indonesia

(aar) Vietnamese automaker VinFast is strengthening

its presence in Indonesia by developing an electric

vehicle (EV) ecosystem. The company has introduced

eco-friendly transportation services, including electric

taxis, and plans to build 30,000 charging stations this

year.

Additionally, VinFast is set to establish a factory in

Indonesia, which is expected to boost job creation and

contribute to the country’s EV industry. [Antara]

Apple settles USD 10 million debt owed to

Indonesia

(gk/aar) Speaking at the kick-off event for the 2025

Industrial Technology Initiative in Jakarta, Minister of

Industry Agus Gumiwang Kartasasmita announced that

Apple has settled a USD 10 million debt that it owed

the Indonesian government, thus fulfilling an

investment commitment required to obtain the

Domestic Component Level (TKDN) certification for the

2020-2023 period.

Indonesian law mandates that electronic products sold

in the country meet a minimum of 40 percent local

content. This policy intends to promote local

manufacturing and ensure multinational companies

contribute to the domestic economy. To comply with

this requirement, Apple committed to investing in
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Indonesia, primarily through educational initiatives like

the Apple Developer Academy.

However, between 2018 and 2023, Apple did not fully

meet the stipulated criteria, particularly in research

and development. Non-compliance could result in

Apple being subject to sanctions in the form of

additional new investment capital requirements,

suspension of the TKDN certificates, and in extreme

cases a revocation, potentially leading to a ban on

future sales of Apple products in the country. Among

these three available sanctions, the Ministry of

Industry chose to go with the lenient one: additional

investments in 2024-2026 period.

Apple has acknowledged and settled this debt,

ensuring continued compliance with Indonesian

regulations. Additionally, Apple is constructing an

AirTag manufacturing facility in Indonesia, projected to

fulfill 65 percent of global AirTag demand. This

investment, amounting to USD 1 billion, is expected to

create up to 2,000 jobs, with plans to increase the

investment to USD 10 billion in the future. The

government has emphasized that this project alone

does not meet the TKDN requirements for iPhone

sales. To comply, Apple is being encouraged to invest

in mobile phone, tablet, or computer production

facilities in Indonesia. Negotiations have been

intensified, with multiple meetings between Apple’s

representatives and Indonesia’s Industry Ministry. The

government remains firm that Apple must increase its

local investment to continue selling its products in the

Indonesian market. [Antara 1] [Antara 2] [Antara 3]

[South China Morning Post]

Indonesian defense minister and British

Group-Parliamentary Union meet to

discuss strategic cooperation

(gk) On February 18, Indonesian Defense Minister

Sjafrie Sjamsoeddin received a visit from the British

Group Inter-Parliamentary Union delegation at his

office in Jakarta. Both discussed strategic cooperation

in various sectors, especially defense, economy and

education, to support national stability and economic

growth.

Defense Minister informed that Indonesia continues to

strive to improve defense capabilities, through

technology transfer and strengthening cyber systems,

while also ensuring efficient and sustainable

investment. [Ministry of Defense of the Republic of

Indonesia, in Indonesian]
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Indonesian defense minister holds talks

with Czech counterpart

(gk) Indonesia’s Defense Minister Sjafrie Sjamsoeddin

welcomed Minister of Defense of the Czech Republic

Jana Cernochova on February 18. Both discussed ways

to enhance bilateral relations, especially in the field of

defense. The visit also included discussions on the

renewal of the Defense Cooperation Agreement (DCA).

Sjafrie noted that the defense cooperation between

both nations has improved over the years. Both have

committed to renew the DCA and collaborate in the

Indo Defense 2024 exhibition, besides also focusing on

technology transfer and exploring opportunities for

academic cooperation at the Czech Defense University.

In response, Cernochova expressed hope to continue

the security and environmental collaboration between

the two countries. Ministry of Defense of The Republic

of Indonesia] [Antara]

Indonesia launches national mangrove

rehabilitation program with Norwegian

support

(lp) Indonesian Deputy Minister of Environment Diaz

Hendropriyono and Norwegian Minister of Climate and

Environment Andreas Bjelland Eriksen met in Jakarta to

discuss mangrove rehabilitation and carbon trading

cooperation. The primary focus of their discussion was

the strategic use of mangroves to combat land

abrasion, particularly along Java's northern coast.

Indonesia has launched a mangrove planting initiative,

starting with a successful pilot project in Demak,

Central Java, covering 700 hectares that will be

monitored for three years. The program aims to

combat coastal erosion and will expand to 33 other

provinces.

Indonesia hosts 3.5 million hectares of mangroves (23

percent of global mangrove areas), with the largest

concentrations in Papua, Kalimantan, and Sumatra. Of

these, 2.7 million hectares are in forest areas and

701,000 hectares are outside them. [Antara News]

Indonesia and Netherlands strengthen

strategic partnership
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(lp) Indonesia's Minister of Foreign Affairs, Sugiono,

engaged in high-level discussions with Dutch Prime

Minister Dick Schoof and Foreign Minister Caspar

Veldkamp in The Hague, emphasizing the Netherlands'

crucial role as Indonesia's primary European partner.

During the meeting, Sugiono presented Indonesia's

priority programs, focusing on food security, energy

transition, and fisheries development, while receiving

strong commitments from the Dutch leaders to

support these initiatives. The Dutch leadership also

emphasized the importance of both nations serving as

bridges between Europe and the Asia-Pacific region.

The discussions extended beyond bilateral cooperation

to encompass broader regional matters, including

situations in Ukraine, the Indo-Pacific, and BRICS. Both

nations agreed to evaluate their Comprehensive

Partnership's Plan of Action, which would expire in

December 2025, while Sugiono advocated for

increased EU presence in the Indo-Pacific economic

sector. The Minister Sugiono also highlighted

Indonesia's role in BRICS as a potential bridge between

developing and developed nations, with plans to

continue diplomatic engagements at upcoming

international forums in Geneva. [Antara News]

Indonesia, Saudi Arabia sign health

cooperation agreement

(lp) On February 24, Indonesian Health Minister Budi

Gunadi Sadikin and the Saudi Arabian Health Minister

Fahd Abdulrahman Al-Jalajel signed memorandum of

understanding on health cooperation agreement

This cooperation focuses on enhancing human

resource capacity through strategic exchanges and

training programs. The agreement particularly

emphasizes knowledge transfer for medical

professionals, with Indonesian doctors and nurses set

to receive specialized training in Saudi Arabia.

The partnership also extends to the implementation of

digital vaccine certificate exchange systems to

streamline Umrah and Hajj pilgrimage processes for

Indonesian pilgrims. [Antara News]

Indonesia and Brazil hold bilateral

meeting on sidelines of G20 Foreign

Ministers Meeting
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(gk) Deputy Foreign Affairs Ministers of Indonesia and

Brazil held a bilateral meeting on the sidelines of the

G20 Foreign Ministers Meeting in Johannesburg, South

Africa, on February 19. Both sides discussed

Indonesia’s membership in BRICS and bilateral

cooperation.

Indonesia’s Deputy Foreign Affairs Minister

Arrmanatha Nasir expressed his appreciation for

Brazil’s full support to Indonesia’s membership to

BRICS. He affirmed Indonesia’s commitment to the

multilateral grouping and hoped that Brazil could also

support ASEAN (Association of Southeast Asian

Nations) being invited to the upcoming G20 summit in

South Africa.

Both deputy heads also discussed the urgency in

reforming the world’s financial systems, amidst difficult

global economic situations. Both hoped for an inclusive

global order and believe that cooperation between the

Global South must be strengthened further to ensure a

representative world.

In the bilateral context, both sides discussed

cooperation in food security. Nasir also expressed

hope that Brazil would support the negotiations on the

Indonesia-Mercosur Comprehensive Economic

Partnership Agreement (CEPA). [Ministry of Foreign

Affairs of The Republic of Indonesia, in Indonesian]

Indonesia and Australia establish

cooperation in critical mineral supply

chain

(gk) The Indonesian government has agreed to

cooperate with the Northern Territory (NT) of Australia

to promote sustainable economic development. This

cooperation will focus on the critical and strategic

mineral supply chain, thus strengthening Indonesian’s

position in the global supply chain and supporting

Australia’s efforts to diversify its mineral supply.

In a meeting attended by both parties, Indonesia

affirmed that the focus of the cooperation is to

support economic growth, create jobs, prioritize

research and innovation and explore to strengthen the

security of mineral reserves. The Australian delegation

expressed hope that the partnership will be

implemented soon through concrete cooperation at

the industry and government levels.

This cooperation is a result of implementation of the

Memorandum of Understanding on the Critical and

Strategic Mineral Supply Chain, signed by both
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Indonesia and Australia in November 2024. Besides

this cooperation, an Indonesia-NT Australia Mineral

Roadshow will be held in April 2025 during which

Indonesian mining companies will be visiting NT

Australia. [Ministry of Energy and Mineral Resources of

The Republic of Indonesia, in Indonesian]

Japan raises concerns over China's

semiconductor material export controls

(adi) Japan has expressed concern over China’s recent

imposition of export controls on critical semiconductor

materials, including gallium, germanium, and

antimony, citing potential disruptions to its electronics

and automotive industries (see AiR No. 50,

December/2024, 2).

While the restrictions primarily target the United

States, their extraterritorial reach affects Japanese

companies exporting to the U.S., requiring them to

report to Chinese authorities. Japan, the largest

consumer of these materials, has already seen an 85

percent decline in gallium imports from China

following previous restrictions. The situation has

worsened with China further tightening controls in

response to new U.S. tariffs.

The restrictions have led to surging prices and supply

chain uncertainty, as compliance remains challenging

due to difficulties in tracking the materials’ end use.

Analysts view the move as a form of economic

leverage, potentially impacting global semiconductor

and high-tech industries.

In response, Japan is diversifying its supply chain by

investing in alternative sources and technologies. The

government is working with domestic industries and

international partners to secure stable supplies and

reduce dependence on China, aligning with broader

efforts to strengthen economic security amid

geopolitical tensions. [Financial Times]

Japan to provide radar system to

Mongolian air force as security aid

(adi) Japan will provide the Mongolian Air Force with an

air traffic control radar system and related equipment

as part of its Official Security Assistance (OSA)

framework, marking the first instance of Japan offering

security aid to Mongolia. The initiative, valued at JPY

1.3 billion (USD 8.6 million), aims to enhance
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Mongolia’s air traffic control capabilities and situational

awareness, contributing to regional security. [Ministry

of Foreign Affairs of Japan]

The OSA, introduced in 2023, is designed to support

the security and deterrence capabilities of partner

nations, fostering stability in the Indo-Pacific. Japan

and Mongolia maintain a Special Strategic Partnership

for Peace and Prosperity, based on shared values such

as democracy, freedom, and the rule of law. Over the

years, Japan has engaged in defense cooperation and

capacity-building projects in Mongolia, particularly in

air traffic control.

Mongolia's geopolitical position between China and

Russia adds strategic significance to this assistance, as

Japan aims to support Mongolia’s self-defense efforts

and reduce reliance on neighboring powers. The

project aligns with Japan’s broader efforts to expand

security ties in the region amid growing geopolitical

challenges.

The exchange of diplomatic notes for the project took

place on February 10 in Ulaanbaatar, signed by

Japanese Ambassador Masaru Igawahara and

Mongolian Defense Minister Sandag Byambatsogt. The

radar system is expected to improve Mongolia’s

national defense infrastructure and its ability to

manage airspace more effectively. [Mainichi Shimbun]

Afghan opposition criticizes Japan-Taliban

meeting

(adi) An Afghan opposition representative has voiced

disappointment over Japan’s recent diplomatic

engagement with the Taliban, arguing that such

interactions risk legitimizing a regime that remains

unrecognized by the international community.

A senior Japanese foreign ministry official held talks

with Taliban representatives, stating that the meeting

aimed to assess Afghanistan’s situation and explore

avenues for humanitarian assistance without implying

formal recognition of the Taliban-led administration.

The meeting follows Japan’s broader regional

engagement strategy. In August 2021, Japan and Egypt

agreed to cooperate in ensuring Afghanistan’s stability

after the Taliban seized control of Kabul. Additionally,

in February 2025, senior Taliban officials made their

first known visit to Japan since the takeover, signaling

ongoing diplomatic discussions.
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The Afghan opposition continues to call on the

international community to withhold recognition of the

Taliban government, urging support for efforts to

establish an inclusive administration that upholds

human rights and democratic principles. [Kyodo News]

Japan and U.S. conduct joint ballistic

missile defense training

(adi) The Japan Self-Defense Forces (JSDF) and U.S.

military are conducting Fleet Synthetic Training-Joint

25-71 (Resilient Shield) at Commander, Fleet Activities

Yokosuka, focusing on enhancing ballistic missile

defense and joint operational capabilities. The

exercise, which began on February 24, is designed to

improve coordination between Japan and U.S. forces in

response to regional security threats.

Resilient Shield is an annual computer-based training

exercise that simulates missile defense scenarios,

integrating Japanese and U.S. naval assets, radar

systems, and command structures. The drills come

amid heightened tensions in the Indo-Pacific, with

North Korea’s continued missile tests and China’s

growing military assertiveness in the East and South

China Seas.

Japan has intensified its missile defense cooperation

with the U.S., aligning with its National Security

Strategy, which calls for strengthening deterrence and

response capabilities. The training also supports

Japan’s decision to deploy Aegis-equipped vessels and

long-range missile defense systems. [DVIDS]

Japan reaffirms support for Ukraine at

G20 foreign ministers' meeting

(adi) Foreign Minister Takeshi Iwaya reaffirmed Japan’s

commitment to supporting Ukraine at the Group of 20

(G20) foreign ministers’ meeting in Johannesburg,

emphasizing the importance of upholding international

law and global stability. This follows similar remarks he

made at the G7 Foreign Ministers’ Meeting in Munich,

where he underscored Japan’s unwavering support for

Ukraine and called for stronger international

coordination (see AiR No. 7, February/2025, 3).

[Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Japan]

Iwaya expressed concern over the impact of Russia’s

invasion of Ukraine, stressing that diplomatic efforts

are essential to resolving the conflict. He reiterated
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Japan’s commitment to international sanctions against

Russia and pledged continued economic and

humanitarian assistance to Ukraine.

The meeting took place amid shifting geopolitical

dynamics, with U.S. President Donald Trump

advocating for direct negotiations with Russia to

expedite a ceasefire. [Japan Times]

Meanwhile, outgoing Ukrainian Ambassador to Japan

Sergiy Korsunsky has called for Japan to play a key role

in Ukraine’s post-war reconstruction, citing Japanese

expertise in rebuilding disaster-affected areas.

Korsunsky, set to conclude his tenure in April, noted

that approximately 80 percent of the Japanese public

backs Ukraine’s position, a significant figure amid

global support fatigue.

Following the Japan-Ukraine Conference for Promotion

of Economic Growth and Reconstruction in Tokyo last

year, interest from Japanese companies in participating

in Ukraine’s recovery efforts has grown. With

assistance from the Japan International Cooperation

Agency (JICA) and the Japan External Trade

Organization (JETRO), firms specializing in temporary

housing and water treatment have conducted site

inspections in Ukraine. Some have proposed local

production, signaling long-term investment

commitments.

Japan’s technological expertise and disaster recovery

experience position it as a potential key partner in

Ukraine’s rebuilding efforts, reinforcing economic

cooperation between the two nations. [Nippon.com]

Japan and Türkiye strengthen bilateral

ties at G20 meeting

(adi) Foreign Minister Takeshi Iwaya met with his

Turkish counterpart, Hakan Fidan, on the sidelines of

the G20 Foreign Ministers' Meeting in Johannesburg on

February 21, reaffirming Japan’s commitment to

strengthening diplomatic and economic relations with

Türkiye.

Iwaya emphasized Japan’s interest in deepening

cooperation in trade, investment, and technology,

while Fidan highlighted Türkiye’s focus on

infrastructure and energy collaboration. Both ministers

discussed regional security challenges, underscoring

the need for joint efforts to promote stability in the

Middle East and East Asia. [Ministry of Foreign Affairs,

Japan]
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Japanese-Nigerian joint operation

dismantles international fraud ring

(dql) Japanese and Nigerian police have dismantled a

criminal syndicate behind social media investment and

romance scams targeting victims in Japan.

Nigerian authorities arrested 11 Nigerian nationals

whose bank accounts were used to receive illicit funds,

while Japanese police apprehended nine Japanese

individuals for converting the stolen money into

cryptocurrency. This marks the first case in which

overseas suspects were arrested based on information

from Japanese authorities.

The NPA suspects a Nigeria-based fraud network is

targeting Japan and other countries and is working

with international authorities to identify key

organizers. Between 2022 and 2023, 14 Japanese

victims lost a total of JPY 150 million (USD 986,000).

Scammers posed as astronauts, military personnel,

and doctors on social media, soliciting investments and

financial assistance. In romance scams, victims were

deceived into believing they were in genuine

relationships and were asked to cover costs for the

perpetrator’s supposed relocation to Japan for

marriage.

In a separate operation, police in Gifu, Nagasaki, and

three other prefectures arrested nine Japanese

suspects between 2022 and 2024. They had followed

instructions from scam organizers, believed to be

based in Nigeria, and received a 5 percent commission

for converting funds into cryptocurrency.

The crackdown was coordinated by Interpol and

involved 21 countries, including Japan, the U.S., and

European and Asian nations.

Social media-based investment and romance scams

have surged in Japan since 2023. In 2024, reported

cases reached 10,164—2.6 times higher than the

previous year—while total damages soared to 126.8

billion yen, a 2.8-fold increase. Romance scams,

particularly through dating apps, have become

especially prevalent in recent months. [The Asahi

Shimbun] [The Guardian Nigeria]

Laos, China sign agreement of

establishing AI innovation cooperation

center
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(tas) China’s Guangxi Zhuang Autonomous Region and

Laos have signed an agreement to establish the China-

Laos Artificial Intelligence (AI) Innovation Cooperation

Center.

This marks the first AI cooperation platform between

China and an ASEAN country, aiming to strengthen

Laos’ AI capabilities and boost various sectors.

[Vientiane Times]

Malaysia-Indonesia joint naval patrol

strengthens security in Straits of Malacca

(ga) The Malaysia-Indonesia Coordinated Patrol

Operation (Op Patkor Malindo) 167/25 is underway

from February 19 to March 1 to enhance maritime

security in the Straits of Malacca. The joint effort

involves the Royal Malaysian Navy (RMN) and the

Indonesian Navy (TNI-AL), focusing on countering

threats such as smuggling, intrusions, and cross-

border crimes.

RMN has deployed 'KD Laksamana Muhammad Amin'

and 'KD Jerai,' while TNI-AL is operating 'KRI Lepu' and

'KRI Karotang.' The operation includes maritime

patrols, intelligence sharing, and coordinated

enforcement actions. The initiative also fosters

expertise exchange between both navies.

In 2024, RMN detected 1,747 vessels, while TNI-AL

recorded 490. Additionally, RMN inspected 131 fishing

boats, and TNI-AL conducted 153 checks. Although no

arrests were made, strict monitoring has contributed

to maintaining security in the region. [Bernama]

Malaysian prime minister visits Bahrain

(dql) Malaysian Prime Minister Anwar Ibrahim visited

to Bahrain last week for bilateral talks aimed at

expanding cooperation, marking Anwar’s first trip to

Bahrain.

Both nations, key players in the Islamic fintech sector,

agreed to strengthen their partnership to advance

global Islamic fintech. Malaysia remains the leader in

the sector, with Bahrain ranked sixth in the Global

Islamic Fintech (GIFT) Index. Anwar expressed

confidence that new agreements in fintech and

education would be formalized by May.

Bahrain, known for its robust financial sector, is home

to over 400 financial institutions and is now focusing
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on emerging sectors like cryptocurrency and

semiconductor technology. During his visit, Anwar

delivered a keynote address at the Intra-Islamic

Dialogue Conference (IIDC), emphasizing Malaysia's

prominent role on the global Islamic stage.

Both countries see significant potential for growth in

tourism, alongside fintech and education, and are

exploring ways to improve connectivity and

cooperation.

Anwar also announced plans to reinstate direct

Malaysia-Bahrain flights. Bahrain, with a business-

friendly ecosystem, offers attractive tax policies and a

highly developed banking system, making it an

appealing destination for Malaysian companies,

particularly small and medium-sized enterprises

(SMEs).

In 2024, Malaysia-Bahrain trade reached MYR 1.19

billion (USD 260 million), with Malaysia ranked as

Bahrain's third-largest trading partner in ASEAN.

[Malay Mail]

Mongolia, China discuss long-term oil

supply cooperation

(fs) Mongolia’s Minister of Industry and Mineral

Resources Tuvaan Tsend met with China National

Petroleum Corporation (CNPC) executives in Beijing on

February 21 to discuss long-term cooperation in oil

supply.

CNPC Director Hou Qijun emphasized the company’s

refining capacity and its ability to supply Mongolia with

petroleum products, given its annual production of

over 100 million tons. Both sides highlighted the

importance of a long-term agreement, improved

transport and logistics infrastructure, and stable

collaboration. [Montsame]

Mongolia, Japan to enhance trade and

logistics cooperation

(fs) A delegation of members of the Mongolian

Parliament visited Tokyo, Japan, from February 16 to

21 to exchange expertise on trade and logistics and

explore policy solutions to improve bilateral trade

flows.

During the visit, Mongolian lawmakers held discussions

with Japanese policymakers from Parliament and
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government ministries. The meetings focused on trade

policies, transportation infrastructure, and logistics

efficiency.

Additionally, the delegation visited leading companies

specializing in transport and port technology to study

global best practices. [Sonin]

Georgian authorities detain Mongolian-

flagged cargo ship for navigation rule

violation

(fs) The Coast Guard Department of Georgia's Border

Police detained the dry cargo ship HASKAL, sailing

under the Mongolian flag, for violating navigation rules

in Georgian territorial waters.

Legal proceedings were initiated against the ship's

captain, an Azerbaijani citizen, who was fined USD

3,500. After the penalty was paid, the vessel was

allowed to leave. [Akipress]

Mongolia, Oman to expand trade and

investment cooperation, establish joint

investment fund

(fs) Mongolian Minister of Foreign Affairs Minister

Battsetseg Batmunkh met with Omani Minister of

Commerce, Industry, and Investment Promotion Qais

bin Mohammed Al Yousef on February 19 during an

official visit to Oman.

The ministers acknowledged growing bilateral relations

and expressed their commitment to further expanding

trade and investment cooperation. Batmunkh

proposed identifying priority sectors for collaboration

and fostering business partnerships.

Al Yousef highlighted opportunities for cooperation in

mining, investment, energy, tourism, and agriculture.

The parties also discussed the export of Mongolian

meat, meat products, wool, and cashmere to Oman.

Both sides agreed to establish a permanent

intergovernmental cooperation mechanism to facilitate

trade and economic collaboration. [Akipress 1]

Later that day, Batmunkh visited the Oman Investment

Authority (OIA).
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The OIA leadership outlined its investment priorities

and expressed readiness to collaborate with Mongolia

in mining, renewable energy, and agriculture. Both

sides agreed to establish a joint investment fund,

following Oman’s experience with Uzbekistan and

Vietnam, to finance large-scale projects in Mongolia.

OIA representatives also announced they will visit

Mongolia in the near future to explore investment

opportunities. [Akipress 2]

Mongolia, Bahrain discuss economic and

energy cooperation

(fs) Mongolia’s Deputy Prime Minister Dorjkhand

Togmid met with Bahrain’s Deputy Prime Minister

Shaikh Khalid bin Abdullah Al Khalifa and Bahrain’s

Minister of Youth Affairs Rawan bint Najeeb Tawfeeqi

in Bahrain on February 23 to discuss diplomatic,

economic, and energy cooperation.

The meeting focused on the importance of exchange

visits, knowledge-sharing, and investment

collaboration to enhance trade opportunities. [Bahrain

News 1]

Separately, Togmid met with Bahrain’s Minister of

Finance and National Economy Shaikh Salman bin

Khalifa Al Khalifa. The discussion focused on expanding

economic and investment cooperation to foster new

opportunities between the two nations. [Bahrain News

2]

Myanmar Junta and China discuss security

for Kyaukphyu Special Economic Zone

(hw) Following a meeting between Myanmar’s Ministry

of Commerce and China International Trust Investment

Corporation (CITIC) on February 21 in Naypyidaw,

junta-controlled media reported that discussions

focused on the continuation of China-backed projects

in Rakhine State, including the Kyaukphyu Special

Economic Zone (SEZ) and deep-water port. The

announcement came just days after the Arakan Army

(AA) launched an offensive in the region.

The Kyaukphyu projects are part of China’s Belt and

Road Initiative (BRI), with their combined value

estimated at USD 7 billion. The junta’s recent

authorization of private security firms to bear arms,

announced on February 18, is seen as part of a

broader effort to protect these projects. Additionally,
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Myanmar and China are reportedly discussing the

establishment of a joint security firm to safeguard

Chinese interests in the country.

According to a report by the Institute of Strategy and

Policy-Myanmar, Rakhine State hosts a total of eleven

Chinese projects. The AA fully controls eight of these

projects, while maintaining limited control over the

remaining three. On December 29, 2024, the AA

announced that it welcomes foreign investment and is

committed to protecting investors' interests and

ensuring their security. [Development Media Group, in

Burmese]

Members of Kokang crime syndicate on

trial in China

(hw) According to sources from China, 23 individuals

from the Kokang crime syndicate involved in scam

operations were put on trial in Zhejiang province on

February 19. The defendants face 11 charges, including

fraud, murder, and blackmail. Reports indicate that

their actions resulted in the deaths of 14 Chinese

nationals and caused financial losses amounting to

billions for residents of Yunnan.

The syndicate was led by Ming Xuechang, a former

member of Myanmar’s parliament representing the

Union Solidarity and Development Party (USDP). He

also served as the vice-leader of the Kokang Special

Administrative Region and held dual Chinese and

Myanmar citizenship. Ming Xuechang committed

suicide in late 2023 to evade arrest by the Myanmar

military.

Leveraging their influence and backing from armed

groups, the Ming family became involved in scam

operations in 2015. [NHK] [Radio Free Asia, in

Burmese]

The trial prominently featured Ming Xuechang’s

descendants. The Chinese government issued an

arrest warrant for Ming Xuechang and three of his

descendants on November 12, 2023. [Myanmar Now,

in Burmese]

Arankan Army arrests 19 Bangladeshi

fishermen

(hw) The Arakan Army (AA) arrested 19 Bangladeshi

fishermen along with two fishing vessels on February

20 for allegedly fishing within Myanmar’s territorial
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waters, specifically in Maungdaw Township. A local

source reported that at the time of their arrest, the

boats were filled with fish, which AA officials

distributed among the local population before taking

the fishermen into custody.

On February 11, the AA had also detained 10

Bangladeshi fishermen for trespassing into Myanmar’s

waters. According to the Dhaka Tribune, the AA

arrested 19 fishermen along with four fishing boats as

they were returning from a fishing excursion. The

report states that among the four seized boats, two

were from Kaykkkhai Port and the other two from

Shah Porir Dwip Port.

In 2024, the AA has detained multiple Bangladeshi

fishermen on several occasions but has generally

handed them over to Bangladeshi authorities after

brief questioning.[Narinjara, in Burmese]

India prepares to cease illegal trade with

Myanmar

(hw) The Indian government announced on February

24 that it is prepared to halt illegal trade with

Myanmar. Specifically, it will prohibit illegal trading

between Myanmar and India via Zowkawthar in

Mizoram State, according to an official from the Assam

Rifles. The illegal trade has reportedly been damaging

the government's financial situation, prompting Assam

Rifles to conduct regular checks on individuals entering

India from Myanmar. The India-Myanmar Friendship

Bridge, which connects Zowkawthar with Rikhawdaw in

Chin State on the Myanmar side, is one of the main

routes through which goods and people from the two

countries cross the border. [Radio Free Asia, in

Burmese]

Russia to invest in Myanmar's electricity

sector

(hw) Junta-controlled media outlets announced on

February 23 that, during a meeting with Myanmar

junta leader Min Aung Hlaing, Russia’s Minister of

Economic Development Maxim Reshetnikov stated that

Russia is ready to invest in Myanmar's electricity sector

to support its development. Specifically, Russia is

prepared to invest in electricity generation, fertilizer

manufacturing, and the petrochemical industry.

Reshetnikov added that Russia aims to expand

bilateral cooperation and increase private investment
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between the two countries. Russian media portrayed

the meeting as an opportunity for Russian businesses

to explore new prospects in Myanmar.

Min Aung Hlaing promised to provide skilled workers

and other necessary resources to support Russian

investments. Russia and Myanmar have grown closer

since the 2021 military coup, with Russia becoming a

key provider of weapons to the Myanmar junta.

Bilateral trade between the two countries totaled USD

35 million in 2023. In September 2024, Myanmar and

Russia signed a memorandum of cooperation (MoC) to

establish fertilizer and insecticide factories. [BBC News,

in Burmese] [Radio Free Asia, in Burmese]

Following the discussions, Russia and Myanmar signed

a memorandum of understanding (MoU) for Russian

investments in Dawei, which include a port, a coal

power plant, and an oil refinery. The signatories were

Reshetnikov and Kan Zaw, Myanmar’s Minister of

Investment and Foreign Economic Relations. [VOA, in

Burmese]

Nepal seeks Japan’s support for highway

reconstruction

(lm) Nepal’s Foreign Minister Arzu Rana Deuba has

requested Japan’s assistance in reconstructing the BP

Highway, which sustained severe damage during

September 2024 floods. The request was made during

a meeting with Japanese State Minister for Foreign

Affairs Miyaji Takuma in Muscat, Oman, on the

sidelines of the 8th Indian Ocean Conference.

The BP Highway is a crucial route connecting

Kathmandu with eastern Nepal, and its reconstruction

has been a priority for the government. Prime Minister

KP Sharma Oli had earlier conveyed a similar request

to the Japanese ambassador in October 2024.

Minister Deuba also urged Japan to support the launch

of direct flights to Gautam Buddha International

Airport in Lumbini and Pokhara International Airport to

boost cultural tourism. In response, Minister Miyaji

expressed positive interest, stating that Japan would

further study the proposal. The meeting also covered

bilateral ties, including the upcoming 70th anniversary

of Nepal-Japan diplomatic relations in 2026. [The

Kathmandu Post]
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MCC funding freeze raises concerns over

project delays and economic impact

(lm) The Millennium Challenge Corporation (MCC), a

U.S. government foreign aid agency that provides

grants to developing countries for infrastructure and

economic development projects, has suspended

payments for projects under the Nepal Compact,

following a 90-day freeze on U.S. foreign assistance

imposed by an executive order from President Donald

Trump. The suspension has raised fears of significant

delays in key infrastructure projects, including the

construction of a 315-km, 400kV transmission line and

road upgrades.

Nepal signed the MCC Compact in 2017, which was

ratified by Parliament in 2022, securing USD 500

million in U.S. funding, with the Nepal government

contributing USD 197 million. The five-year

implementation period began in August 2023, but the

freeze could now derail progress. [The Kathmandu

Post 1]

Government officials have acknowledged that

payments after January 20 have been halted, while

new procurements are also affected. Although the

tender process for transmission line construction is

continuing, there are concerns that project contracts

could be canceled, leading to financial penalties and

legal complications.

Former Finance Minister Surendra Pandey has warned

of a serious economic crisis if the funding freeze

continues beyond the 90-day review period. Experts

also caution that Nepal lacks alternative funding

sources and that neither Europe, India, nor China is

likely to fill the vacuum left by the U.S. suspension. The

finance and foreign ministries are awaiting the

outcome of the U.S. aid review, but concerns remain

about broader geopolitical shifts and Nepal's long-term

infrastructure financing. [The Kathmandu Post 2]

Nepal signs MoU with Oman to boost

diplomatic training and cooperation

(lm) Nepal and Oman have signed a Memorandum of

Understanding (MoU) to enhance collaboration in

diplomatic studies and training, strengthening bilateral

ties. The agreement was signed during Nepalese

Foreign Minister Arzu Rana Deuba’s visit to Oman for

the 8th Indian Ocean Conference.
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During a meeting with Omani Foreign Minister Sayyid

Badr bin Hamad bin Hamood Albusaidi, Deuba

discussed expanding cooperation and requested the

establishment of an Omani embassy in Nepal and the

resumption of direct flights between Kathmandu and

Oman to facilitate stronger ties. [The Kathmandu Post]

Chinese fishing fleets accused of

employing North Korean forced labor in

violation of sanctions

(dql) Chinese fishing vessels have allegedly used North

Korean forced labor, with workers kept at sea for up to

a decade.

According to a report by the UK-based Environmental

Justice Foundation (EJF), at least 12 Chinese deep-water

fishing vessels employed North Korean crew between

2019 and 2024, in potential violation of United Nations

sanctions. [EJF]

UN Security Council sanctions prohibit member states

from employing North Korean labor, as Pyongyang

exports workers to generate revenue for its weapons

programs.

The EJF found that North Korean crew members were

transferred between vessels to evade detection at

foreign ports, with their salaries confiscated by the

North Korean government. EJF further highlighted

efforts by vessel captains and owners to conceal the

North Korean workers, including at-sea transfers. In

2022, six North Korean workers and a Chinese boat

captain were arrested in Mauritius for failing to report

the North Koreans' entry into the country.

Despite a 2019 UN resolution requiring all member

states to expel North Korean laborers, the practice

persists, with China remaining a key destination for

North Korean workers. [The Guardian] [The New York

Times]

North Korean government warns US over

extending nuclear alliance to AUKUS

(kp) North Korea has identified Australia's purchase of

nuclear-powered submarines from the United States

as the awakening of another US-orchestrated nuclear

alliance, calling it a “dangerous move” that will have a

worsening impact on the already-unstable security
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environment of the Asia-Pacific region. [Yonhap News

Agency 1]

The United States’ recent actions, however, have

reflected a sustained confidence in its nuclear

deterrence system and strategies with its allies. On

February 20, senior U.S. military official, Major General

Jason Armagost, asserted that Washington has the

nuclear capability and control to respond

“overwhelmingly” in the occurrence of a nuclear attack

from North Korea. North Korea, however, continues to

resound a warning to the US of the consequences from

continuing “nuclear adventurism” in the area. [Yonhap

News Agency 2]

On February 7, Australia sent over an initial payment of

USD 500 million, the first part of a total of USD 3

billion, to obtain Virginia-class nuclear-powered

submarines by means of the trilateral security

partnership, AUKUS. In an official release, US Defense

Secretary Pete Hegseth confirmed that President

Donald Trump “recognizes the importance of the

defense industrial base” and is supportive of the

agreement. [Reuters] [U.S. Department of Defense]

The payment upholds a deal announced in March

2023, known as the Submarine Rotational Forces-West,

between AUKUS partners to supply Australia with

“conventionally-armed nuclear-powered submarine

capability”. It maintains that the US will sell the

submarines to Australia and includes a co-

development plan for the three nations to produce a

new AUKUS-class submarine. The sale of three

submarines was later authorized by US Congress in

December 2023, though they are expected to arrive by

the start of the 2030s at the earliest.  [Carnegie

Endowment] [Royal Australian Navy] [Australian

Submarine Agency]

North Korea’s senior diplomats visit

Moscow

(mm) A high-ranking delegation from North Korea’s

Worker’s party visited Moscow this week at the

invitation of Russia’s ruling United Russia Party. The

delegation is led by Ri Hi-yong, a member of the

Central Committee Politburo, making an apparent

upgrade in the level of engagement between the two

countries. Notably, Kim Song-nam, North Korea’s

director for international affairs and known expert on

China, was also in attendance.

This visit follows the deepening of Pyongyang-Moscow

ties since the signing of a mutual defense treaty last
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year, which has led to expanded military and economic

cooperation between the two countries, including

North Korea’s deployment of troops to support

Russia’s ongoing war in Ukraine.

According to the South Korea officials, this visit

represents a heightened level of engagement

compared to previous North Korean delegations. The

visit comes at a critical time as the United States is

negotiating peace talks with Russia to end the war in

Ukraine. [The Korea Times]

Bangladesh and Pakistan resume trade

after five decades

(afk) The first government-to-government trade

between Bangladesh and Pakistan since 1971 will take

place next month when the two countries exchange

25,000 tons of rice. The decision was made at a time

when floods and unstable economic conditions are

causing a rice shortage in Bangladesh. In order to

obtain competitive rates, the nation is now diversifying

its sources after previously depending on Indian

imports. A new stage in bilateral trade relations is

anticipated when the first consignment arrives on

March 3.

This revival of trade comes after a Pakistani cargo ship

made its first port call in Bangladesh in more than 50

years in November, marking the return of direct

maritime contact between the two nations. With the

possibility of more trade in other goods, experts view

this as a significant step towards closer economic ties.

Increased trade between Dhaka and Islamabad,

according to analysts, may present Bangladeshi

companies with new prospects in the Pakistani market.

Since the war of independence in 1971, ties between

Bangladesh and Pakistan have been tense, with little

diplomatic and economic engagement for several

decades. While fortifying its relations with India,

Bangladesh remained antagonistic towards Pakistan

under now-ousted Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina.

However, the nation's foreign policy changed when she

was overthrown in a student-led rebellion last year. As

relations with India decreased, the interim

government, headed by Chief Advisor Muhammad

Yunus, has stepped up its interaction with Pakistan.

[Arab News] [The Economic Times]
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China and Pakistan strengthen

collaborations strengthen collaborations

(afk/mra) Pakistan is making substantial progress in its

push for green energy and sustainable practices with

several new strategic agreements in clean energy,

agriculture, and electric vehicle (EV) infrastructure

development.

On February 19, Pakistan and China signed a pivotal

clean energy agreement, where Mingyang Smart

Energy Group Co., Ltd. will construct a 350MW wind-

solar integrated power storage project and a 75MW

wind power project in Sindh, Pakistan. These projects,

expected to be completed within three years, build on

previous successful collaborations, including a 2017

Chinese-funded wind power initiative. [The Nation 1]

In addition to energy, a collaboration between Hebei

Agricultural University (HEBAU), COMSATS University

Islamabad (CUI), and the National Institute for

Genomics and Advanced Biotechnology (NIGAB) has

been established. The China-Pakistan Joint Laboratory

for Wheat Germplasm Innovation and Biological

Breeding will focus on improving wheat varieties using

genomic technology. By combining Pakistan’s expertise

in soilless cultivation and tissue culture with China’s

strengths in molecular breeding, the lab will work on

creating wheat varieties with high and low amylose

levels, which offer health benefits such as improved

blood sugar control and weight management. [The

Nation 2]

Pakistan is also advancing its transition to sustainable

transportation. A new agreement between Chinese

firm Zhuhai Comking Electric Co Ltd and Pakistani

company E-Trade Nexus aims to expand Pakistan’s EV

infrastructure by selling EV charging piles and setting

up charging stations. This collaboration aligns with the

government’s push for widespread EV adoption and

green energy solutions.

The Pakistani government has reduced electricity

tariffs for EV charging stations by approximately 44

percent, from PKR 71.10 (USD 0.25) to PKR 39.70 (USD

0.14) per unit, making EV charging more affordable for

consumers and investors alike. This reduction is

expected to lower transportation costs significantly,

potentially offering savings of up to three times

compared to traditional petrol or diesel vehicles.

The government has also streamlined the approval

process for setting up EV charging stations, allowing

businesses to register and begin operations within just

15 days through an online portal, further accelerating

https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-stdtujd-l-krh/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-stdtujd-l-krk/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-stdtujd-l-krk/


the growth of Pakistan’s EV infrastructure. [The Express

Tribune]

Pakistan releases 22 Indian fishermen for

repatriation as activist calls for humane

maritime policies

(afk) Pakistan released 22 Indian fishermen from

Karachi’s Malir Jail on February 21, initiating their

repatriation process. The fishermen, detained for

allegedly crossing into Pakistani waters, were

transported to Lahore by the Edhi Foundation, which

also provided them with travel expenses and gifts. The

Edhi Foundation is Pakistan’s largest humanitarian

organization, known for its emergency services,

orphanages, and healthcare support.

Pakistani authorities stated that once formalities are

completed on the Indian side, the repatriation process

moves swiftly. However, Edhi Foundation chairman

Faisal Edhi urged both Pakistan and India to adopt

more compassionate maritime policies, highlighting

that fishermen from both countries often inadvertently

cross invisible maritime borders and suffer prolonged

incarceration, even after serving their sentences.

Pakistan typically repatriates Indian fishermen via the

Wagah border, where they are received by Indian

authorities before being reunited with their families.

The issue of detained fishermen remains a recurring

humanitarian concern, as both nuclear-armed

neighbors frequently arrest each other's citizens for

territorial violations amid strained diplomatic ties. [The

Express Tribune] [Arab News]

US releases USD 397 million for Pakistan’s

F-16 monitoring program amid strained

relations

(mra/afk/lm) The US administration released USD 5.3

billion in previously frozen foreign aid, including USD

397 million for a program monitoring the use of F-16

fighter jets by Pakistan. The program ensures that

these jets are used for counterterrorism operations

rather than against India. This release is part of a

broader US strategy to prioritize security and

counternarcotics, which aligns with President Trump's

"America First" approach. [The Express Tribune]

In a related move, Pakistan’s Prime Minister Shehbaz

Sharif met with US Chargé d’Affaires Natalie Baker,
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underscoring Islamabad's intent to enhance bilateral

cooperation in key sectors such as trade, agriculture,

energy, and counterterrorism efforts, particularly

against groups like the Islamic State and TTP. This

meeting marks a rare diplomatic engagement after a

period of limited interaction between Islamabad and

Washington. [DAWN 1]

Despite this, relations between Pakistan and the US

have been more strained recently, as the country also

seeks to assert its position on various diplomatic

issues. In fact, Pakistan's Foreign Minister Ishaq Dar

recently stated that the country would not accept any

undue pressure from the US. Dar also emphasized

Pakistan’s proactive stance on international issues,

including its role in the upcoming Organisation of

Islamic Cooperation meeting focused on Gaza and its

diplomatic engagements in Kabul. [DAWN 2]

In legal matters, Pakistan rejected the proposal for a

prisoner exchange between Dr. Aafia Siddiqui and Dr.

Shakil Afridi, citing that both individuals are Pakistani

citizens and no agreement exists between Pakistan

and the US for such an exchange. Siddiqui, a

neuroscientist convicted in the US for attempting to kill

US personnel in Afghanistan, and Afridi, a doctor who

helped the CIA locate Osama bin Laden, have been the

subject of ongoing debates in Pakistan. The Islamabad

High Court raised concerns over the lack of US

response regarding Siddiqui’s legal case and

questioned the diplomatic process involved. [Pakistan

Observer] [DAWN 3]

In a different development, New York City announced

the closure of its migrant shelter in the Pakistan-

owned Roosevelt Hotel, following a decline in migrant

arrivals. The facility, established in 2023 under a USD

220 million deal with Pakistan International Airlines

(PIA), will be shut down, as the number of migrants

coming to the city has significantly decreased. The

closure of over 50 such shelters across New York is

expected to save the city over USD 5 billion in the next

three fiscal years. However, this move has faced

criticism, particularly due to the financial arrangements

between the city and a foreign government. [Arab

News]

Pakistan, Russia launch international

freight train service to boost regional

trade

(sn) Pakistan has revealed that an international freight

train service to Russia is expected to begin operations

on March 15. The initiative is expected to increase

https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-stdtujd-l-kyj/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-stdtujd-l-kyt/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-stdtujd-l-kyi/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-stdtujd-l-kyi/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-stdtujd-l-kyd/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-stdtujd-l-kyh/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-stdtujd-l-kyh/


bilateral trade between the nations and boost trade

relations with regional transit nations, including Iran,

Kazakhstan, and Turkmenistan. 

The service will allow Pakistani exporters to access

markets in the region with more ease, including textile,

food, and agricultural products while allowing Russia to

directly export steel, natural gas, oil, and other goods

for industrial purposes. The nations agreed to

cooperate in the railway sector in June 2024, where

they signed a memorandum of understanding (MoU)

to begin the project. 

In addition to the trade boost, the freight service is

seeking cargo commitments from the entire Pakistani

business community, focusing on the All-Pakistan

Textile Mills Association (Aptma). The chairman of the

Aptma, Kamran Arshad, recently shared the

organization's plans to export USD 50 billion in five

years, highlighting the significance of a potential

agreement. 

The service is expected to offer container capacity

options between 22 tons and 44 tons, with freight

trains operating from Qasim International Container

Terminal and Pakistan International Container

Terminal. The announcement is a significant step for

Pakistan’s trade infrastructure and follows news of

Russia’s intention to modernize Pakistan Steel Mills

(PSM) infrastructure, signifying a strengthening

bilateral relationship. [The Express Tribune]

Pakistan, Türkiye strengthen defense

cooperation with completion of joint

military exercise

(lm) Pakistan and Türkiye concluded their two-week

joint military exercise, “Ataturk-XIII,” on February 20,

further strengthening their long-standing defense

cooperation. The exercise, held at Pakistan’s Special

Operations School in Cherat, involved Pakistan’s

Special Services Group and 36 personnel from

Türkiye’s Special Forces. [Arab News 1]

The completion of “Ataturk-XIII” comes just days after

Turkish President Recep Tayyip Erdogan visited

Pakistan on February 13. During the visit, both nations

signed 24 agreements covering economic and defense

cooperation, including an ambitious plan to boost

annual bilateral trade to USD 5 billion. Türkiye has also

been actively involved in modernizing Pakistan’s

defense capabilities, notably upgrading its Agosta 90B-

class submarines. [AiR No. 7, February/2025, 3]
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Pakistan’s COAS Gen Asim Munir

concludes UK visit, strengthens defense

ties

(afk) Pakistan's Chief of Army Staff (COAS), Gen Asim

Munir, wrapped up his official visit to the United

Kingdom on February 20, after a series of

engagements with top civil and military officials. During

his visit, Gen Munir participated in the 7th Regional

Stabilisation Conference at the Royal Military Academy,

Sandhurst, where he delivered a keynote address on

"The Emerging World Order and Pakistan’s Future

Outlook."

The visit was marked by productive discussions and

reinforced military-to-military ties between Pakistan

and the UK. Gen Munir met with senior UK officials,

including Admiral Toney Radikin, Chief of Defence

Staff; General Sir Roland Walker, Chief of the General

Staff of the British Army; and Jonathan Nicholas Powell,

the UK National Security Adviser. They focused on

shared security challenges and the potential for

enhanced defense cooperation between the two

nations.

Additionally, the COAS was warmly welcomed upon his

arrival with a ceremonial Guard of Honour at the

historic Royal Horse Guards Parade Ground. He also

visited key British Army units, including the Land

Warfare Centre and the 1st Strike Brigade, to gain

insight into the UK's military modernization and

operational strategies.

One of the notable outcomes of the visit was the

initiation of 35 new projects related to military

engagement, social collaboration, and diaspora

outreach. The UK offered to enter into joint ventures

with Pakistan’s defense industries, such as Pakistan

Ordnance Factories and Heavy Industries Taxila. The

UK is also showcasing its advanced capabilities in land

forces, cyber operations, surveillance equipment, and

long-range systems.

Additionally, Gen Munir’s visit included discussions

about educational opportunities for Pakistani military

families. It was announced that graduates from Army

Public Schools in Pakistan could receive a 30 percent

tuition discount at UK universities, with a 40 percent

discount for the families of soldiers killed in battle.

[DAWN 1] [DAWN 2]
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Pakistan and Bahrain strengthen bilateral

ties

(afk/lm) Pakistan and Bahrain have reaffirmed their

commitment to strengthening bilateral relations across

multiple sectors, including trade, media, and

parliamentary exchanges. Prime Minister Shehbaz

Sharif met with an 11-member Bahraini parliamentary

delegation, led by Speaker Ahmed bin Salman Al-

Musallam, emphasizing the deep historical, religious,

and cultural ties between the two nations. Shehbaz

sent his warmest regards to King Hamad bin Isa bin

Salman Al Khalifa and highlighted the importance of

parliamentary exchanges in fostering people-to-people

ties and long-term diplomatic and economic

cooperation.

The prime minister encouraged Bahraini investors to

explore manufacturing, technology, energy, and

infrastructure opportunities in Pakistan, while

stressing the need to enhance trade volume for mutual

prosperity. He also acknowledged the significant

contributions of the Pakistani community in Bahrain

and called for deeper economic collaboration. [The

Nation] [The Express Tribune]

Meanwhile, Pakistani Information Minister Attaullah

Tarar and Bahraini Information Minister Ramadan bin

Abdullah Al-Noaimi met on the sidelines of the Saudi

Media Forum in Riyadh to strengthen state media

partnerships. Both sides agreed to increase media

delegation exchanges and enhance cooperation

between the Associated Press of Pakistan (APP) and

Bahrain News Agency (BNA). Tarar highlighted

Pakistan’s improving economic trajectory, supported

by a USD 7 billion International Monetary Fund

program, and urged Bahraini investors to take

advantage of emerging business opportunities. [Arab

News 1]

In addition to economic and media cooperation,

military ties between the two nations were also a key

focus. Lt. Gen. Shaikh Abdulaziz Saud Mubarak Al-

Khalifa, chief of staff of the Bahrain National Guard,

met with General Sahir Shamshad Mirza, chairman of

Pakistan’s Joint Chiefs of Staff Committee (CJCSC), at

the Joint Staff Headquarters in Rawalpindi. They

discussed the evolving regional security landscape and

emphasized expanding bilateral military engagements.

Pakistan and Bahrain share longstanding defense ties,

with both countries participating in joint military

exercises such as Al-BADAR, a two-week-long drill held

in northwestern Pakistan last month. [Arab News 2]
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Pakistan and Qatar strengthen bilateral

ties, discuss prisoner release

(afk) In Islamabad, Pakistani Interior Minister Mohsin

Naqvi and Qatari Ambassador Ali Mubarak Ali Isa Al-

Khatir met to discuss mutual collaboration, bilateral

ties, and the release of Pakistani prisoners held in

Qatar. With Naqvi inviting the head of Qatar's anti-drug

agency to an upcoming Gulf conference in Islamabad,

the two sides decided to strengthen their cooperation

in several areas, including drug control. [Pakistan

Observer]

During the meeting, the Qatari envoy emphasized

Pakistan's significance as a brotherly Islamic country,

underscoring the close connections between the two

nations. Qatar continues to be a vital trading partner,

especially as a major LNG exporter and employs some

300,000 Pakistanis in a variety of sectors. Both

countries reaffirmed their dedication to advancing

their economic and diplomatic ties.

Last year, during Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif's trip

to Doha, Qatar promised to invest USD 3 billion in

Pakistan in several areas. In the meantime, 338

Pakistanis are being imprisoned in Qatar, out of

thousands around the world, according to a report

submitted to the Senate Standing Committee on

Human Rights. Now, the two nations are looking at

methods to ensure their release and strengthen their

partnership. [Arab News]

Saudi Arabia renews USD 100 million

monthly oil facility for Pakistan

(mra/afk) Saudi Arabia has renewed its USD 100 million

monthly deferred oil payment facility for Pakistan for

another year, providing crucial financial support as

Islamabad navigates its economic recovery. Prime

Minister Shehbaz Sharif confirmed the extension at a

federal cabinet meeting on February 18, expressing

gratitude to Saudi Crown Prince Mohammed bin

Salman and the Saudi leadership for their continued

assistance.

Saudi Arabia has been a key financial partner for

Pakistan, extending economic relief through loans,

investments, and oil support during periods of

financial instability. The renewal of this facility comes

as Pakistan seeks to stabilize its economy and secure

further investment from Gulf nations. [The Express

Tribune]
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In addition to the oil support, Saudi Arabia has

reaffirmed its USD 500 million commitment to the

Global Polio Eradication Initiative (GPEI), which aims to

eliminate both wild and vaccine-derived polio in

Pakistan and Afghanistan. The funds, originally pledged

in April 2024, will help combat the endemic wild polio

and support efforts to eliminate vaccine-derived

variants. The GPEI plans to declare the end of wild

polio by 2027 and the vaccine-derived variant by 2029.

[Arab News]

Pakistan and UAE strengthen trade,

investment, and energy cooperation

(lm) Pakistan and the United Arab Emirates (UAE) have

agreed to enhance bilateral cooperation in trade,

investment, energy, and other sectors as part of efforts

to revive Pakistan’s USD 350 billion economy. The

agreement was reached during a meeting between

Pakistan’s Deputy Prime Minister Ishaq Dar and his

Emirati counterpart Sheikh Abdullah bin Zayed Al-

Nahyan in Abu Dhabi on February 21.

The UAE is Pakistan’s third-largest trading partner after

China and the United States, with foreign investment

from the Gulf nation exceeding USD 10 billion over the

last two decades. Both countries have intensified

economic cooperation in recent years, signing multiple

agreements worth over USD 3 billion in 2024 for

projects in railways, economic zones, and

infrastructure.

During the meeting, the two sides explored avenues to

deepen collaboration in defense, energy, and people-

to-people ties, agreeing to maintain high-level

engagements. Pakistan views the UAE as an optimal

export destination due to its geographical proximity,

which reduces transportation costs and enhances

trade. The UAE is also home to over a million Pakistani

expatriates, making it the second-largest Pakistani

diaspora community and a key source of remittances.

Dar reaffirmed Pakistan’s commitment to

strengthening its strategic partnership with the UAE,

highlighting the role of Pakistani expatriates as a

bridge between the two nations. In response, Sheikh

Abdullah bin Zayed Al-Nahyan acknowledged

Pakistan’s contributions to regional stability and

praised the positive role of the Pakistani community in

the UAE’s development. [Arab News]

Pakistan sends 14th aid shipment to Gaza
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(afk) Pakistan has shipped 100 tons of vital supplies,

such as tents, tarpaulin sheets, and medical

equipment, in its fourteenth shipment of humanitarian

relief for the Palestinian people. To distribute the relief

farther in Gaza, it was flown from Karachi to El Arish

Airport in Egypt aboard a chartered flight. This is the

25th overall assistance package from Pakistan to

people impacted by Israeli military operations in the

region.

In the aftermath of Hamas-led strikes in October 2023,

Israel launched its war on Gaza, killing approximately

48,000 Palestinians and displacing almost all of them.

Pakistan has reaffirmed its commitment to

humanitarian help by sending 1,478 tons of aid

exclusively to Palestine, alongside shipments to

Lebanon and Syria.

Pakistan still supports an independent Palestinian

state and does not recognize Israel. Additionally, it has

called on Israel to withdraw from the occupied regions

of Syria and Lebanon and permit UN peacekeepers to

move around the area freely. The Pakistani

government has promised to continue relief as per the

changing requirements of those affected by the

conflict. [Arab News]

China-Philippines tensions escalate over

aerial confrontations in South China Sea

(jto) Tensions between the Philippines and China have

intensified following aerial confrontations over

disputed territories in the South China Sea, with both

nations accusing each other of illegal aerial intrusions.

On February 22, a Chinese navy helicopter flew within

three meters of a Philippine surveillance aircraft

patrolling the Scarborough Shoal, prompting Manila to

issue a formal diplomatic protest against Beijing’s

actions. Journalists aboard the Philippine Bureau of

Fisheries and Aquatic Resources (BFAR) aircraft

witnessed the 30-minute confrontation, during which

the Filipino pilot issued multiple warnings about the

dangerous proximity of the Chinese helicopter.

The Chinese People's Liberation Army (PLA) Southern

Theater Command later defended the move, asserting

that the Philippine aircraft had "illegally intruded" into

Chinese airspace over Scarborough Shoal, known as

Huangyan Island in China. Beijing dismissed Manila’s

protest as "false narratives" aimed at justifying the

Philippines' presence in the disputed waters. [ABC] [9

News]
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The Philippine government, however, condemned

Beijing’s actions, vowing to push back against China’s

aggressive maneuvers and reaffirming its commitment

to sovereign rights and maritime jurisdiction in the

region. The United States also criticized China, with

U.S. Ambassador to Manila MaryKay Carlson urging

Beijing to settle disputes peacefully in accordance with

international law. [Al Jazeera 1] [Al Jazeera 2]

Days before the Scarborough Shoal incident, China

accused the Philippines of illegal aerial intrusions over

the Spratly Islands in the South China Sea. According to

China’s PLA Southern Theater Command, three

Philippine aircraft—a pair of Cessna 208 planes and an

N-22 light aircraft—were intercepted and driven away

on February 20.

The Philippine Coast Guard and BFAR maintained that

the flights were part of a routine "maritime domain

awareness" operation over the Kalayaan Island Group,

an area claimed by the Philippines. During the mission,

Philippine officials reported spotting over 50 Chinese

maritime militia vessels and a Chinese coast guard ship

in the region.

Beijing dismissed these claims, arguing that the

Philippines was deliberately provoking aerial

confrontations to secure greater U.S. backing under

the Mutual Defense Treaty (MDT). Chinese state media

accused Manila of overestimating its sovereignty while

underestimating China’s resolve in protecting its

perceived territories. [Global Times]

These incidents mark an escalation of tensions in the

South China Sea, where both China and the Philippines

have overlapping territorial claims. The Scarborough

Shoal has been a flashpoint in Philippine-China

maritime disputes, with China taking control of the

area in 2012, despite an international tribunal ruling in

2016 rejecting Beijing’s expansive claims.

US exempts Philippines’ security aid from

funding freeze

(lm) The Philippines welcomed the United States'

decision to exempt portions of its military assistance

from a broad foreign aid freeze ordered by US

President Donald Trump. The move reaffirms the two

nations’ treaty alliance and strengthens defense

cooperation.

The Trump administration released USD 5.3 billion in

previously frozen aid, including USD 336 million for

modernizing the Philippines' security forces. The
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exemption, granted before a US court intervened in

the aid freeze, ensures continued funding for defense

programs amid regional security concerns.

The Philippine Department of Foreign Affairs

confirmed the exemption and emphasized that both

countries remain committed to their treaty obligations

and security collaboration. Philippine officials also

reassured that the aid freeze does not impact the

Enhanced Defense Cooperation Agreement (EDCA),

which grants US forces access to agreed sites in the

Philippines for joint exercises and humanitarian

efforts.

US military aid is a critical component of the

Philippines' defense modernization, particularly as

Manila faces escalating maritime tensions with China.

In 2024, Washington pledged USD 500 million to

enhance the capabilities of the Armed Forces of the

Philippines and the Philippine Coast Guard.

[Inquirer.net]

Philippines President optimistic about

stronger diplomatic ties with the Czech

Republic

(lm) Philippines’ President Ferdinand Marcos Jr.

reaffirmed his commitment to deepening diplomatic,

economic, and defense cooperation with the Czech

Republic during a meeting with Czech Defense Minister

Jana Černochová on February 20. The visit follows

Marcos’ 2024 bilateral meeting with Czech President

Petr Pavel in Prague, where discussions extended

beyond their initial agenda.

Marcos highlighted the importance of sustaining high-

level dialogues between the two nations and

emphasized opportunities for collaboration in defense,

security, trade, and cultural exchange. Černochová, in

turn, expressed appreciation for the Philippines and its

people, noting her positive impression of the country

during her visit. [Inquirer.net]

Philippines and New Zealand finalize

visiting forces agreement

(lm) The Philippines and New Zealand have concluded

negotiations for a Status of Visiting Forces Agreement

(SOVFA), paving the way for military exercises between

their forces on each other’s soil. The final round of

talks was hosted by New Zealand on February 18
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through a hybrid arrangement, following the initial

round in Manila on January 23. Both sides anticipate

signing the agreement in the second quarter of 2025.

Filipino Defense Secretary Gilberto Teodoro Jr.

emphasized the agreement’s significance in countering

China's expansive maritime claims in the South China

Sea and bolstering disaster response cooperation. New

Zealand’s Ambassador to the Philippines, Catherine

McIntosh, reaffirmed Wellington’s strong political

commitment to formalizing the pact.

The Philippines has existing defense agreements with

key allies, including a SOVFA with Australia, a Visiting

Forces Agreement with the United States, and a

Reciprocal Access Agreement (RAA) with Japan. The

RAA, signed in July 2024, allows Japanese and

Philippine forces to deploy troops to each other’s

territory. [Inquirer.net]

Saudi Arabian group acquires controlling

stake in Singaporean commodity trader

(lm) Saudi Arabia’s state-owned investment firm, Saudi

Agricultural & Livestock Investment Company (Salic),

has acquired a controlling 80.01 percent stake in

Singapore-based commodities trader Olam Agri as part

of its strategy to bolster food security. The deal, valued

at USD 4 billion, involved Salic purchasing an additional

44.6 percent stake for USD 1.78 billion from Olam

Group, which is majority-owned by Singapore’s

sovereign wealth fund, Temasek Holdings.

Olam Agri is one of the largest global traders of grains,

oilseeds, and edible oils, providing Saudi Arabia with

direct access to sourcing and logistics networks across

Asia, Africa, and the Middle East. The acquisition aligns

with Saudi Arabia’s broader economic transformation

plan, as the kingdom, which imports over 80 percent of

its food, seeks to secure critical agricultural supply

chains and reduce its reliance on global commodity

markets.

For Olam Group, the sale is part of its ongoing

restructuring efforts, initiated in 2020, when it split into

Olam Agri (focused on commodities trading and

processing) and Olam Food Ingredients (Ofi)

(specializing in high-margin products like cocoa, coffee,

and nuts). Initially, Olam planned to list Olam Agri on

stock exchanges in Singapore and Saudi Arabia, but

regulatory delays stalled those efforts. With Salic now

holding a majority stake, the company is expected to

pursue a listing in Saudi Arabia to facilitate regulatory

approvals.
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Salic, which is backed by Saudi Arabia’s USD 925 billion

Public Investment Fund (PIF), has been actively

acquiring stakes in global agribusinesses to secure

food supplies. It already holds investments in

Australian grain production, Ukrainian farmland, and

Brazilian meatpacking operations, including Minerva

Foods, one of Brazil’s largest beef exporters, and

UkrLandFarming, a major Ukrainian agricultural group.

[Financial Times]

China’s Temu expands scope of data

collection requirements amid privacy

concerns in South Korea

(fn) Temu, a Chinese online shopping platform, has

revised its privacy policy to gather more

comprehensive data from users in South Korea, which

includes personal details like addresses, phone

numbers, customs codes, and transaction details.

The updated policy also allows Temu to share user

data with 27 companies located in South Korea, the

US, Singapore, Japan, Australia, and Indonesia for the

purpose of providing services. [Yonhap News Agency]

This change comes amid growing concerns over data

privacy, particularly after South Korea halted the

DeepSeek app over similar concerns. The Personal

Information Protection Commission (PIPC) in South

Korea is investigating Temu's data collection practices,

with results expected soon. [The Chosun Daily]

South Korea seeks exemption from U.S.

tariff plans

(dql) South Korean officials have urged the Trump

administration to exclude their country from planned

U.S. tariffs, emphasizing that South Korea already

applies low duties on American products under their

free trade agreement. Deputy Trade Minister Park

Jong-won made this request during meetings in

Washington with White House, Department of

Commerce, and U.S. Trade Representative officials.

Park highlighted South Korean investments in the U.S.

and its low tariffs on American goods, asking to be

exempt from U.S. plans for reciprocal tariffs, including

higher duties on steel and aluminum.

South Korea’s top economic think tank, the Korea

Development Institute, downgraded the country’s 2025
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growth forecast by 0.4 percentage points, citing

potential impacts from U.S. trade measures. The think

tank noted that steel and aluminum tariffs would have

limited effects, but increases in duties on

semiconductors and cars could harm South Korea’s

trade-dependent economy.

Acting President Choi Sang-mok convened a meeting

to assess the impact of U.S. tariffs and instructed

officials to monitor responses from major economies,

including the EU, Japan, and China, while actively

communicating South Korea’s position to U.S.

counterparts.

South Korea’s trade surplus with the U.S. reached USD

55.7 billion in 2024, and its tariff rates on U.S.

manufacturing imports are near zero. [AA]

In a latest related development, South Korean Industry

Minister Ahn Duk-geun will travel to Washington D.C.

this week to request an exemption from U.S. steel

tariffs and discuss boosting bilateral cooperation in

energy and shipbuilding. [Reuters]

South Korea and U.S. conduct joint aerial

drills

(dql) South Korea and the United States completed

their first joint aerial drills under the Trump

administration on February 20, conducting a

“simulated precision strike,” involving South Korean F-

35 and F-15 jets, along with U.S. B-1B bombers and F-

16 fighters. The exercise took place from bases in

South Korea. Four U.S. Marine F-35s from Japan also

joined the drills.

The training aimed to demonstrate U.S. extended

deterrence capabilities against North Korea’s nuclear

and missile threats while enhancing the

interoperability of South Korea-U.S. forces.

The joint exercises, which have evolved over the years,

now incorporate advanced technologies like

submarines, long-range bombers, and aircraft carriers,

reflecting growing military cooperation in response to

North Korean threats. [Radio Free Asia]

South Korea discusses arms exports in

UAE and Egypt

(fn) The chief of South Korea’s Defense Acquisition

Program Administration (DAPA), Seok Jong-gun,
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traveled to the UAE and Egypt to enhance the nation's

arms exports. During his visit to the United Arab

Emirates (UAE), Seok met with top defense officials,

including the Minister of State for Defense Affairs,

Mohammed bin Mubarak Al Mazrouei, to discuss

South Korea’s participation in arms procurement

projects. He also engaged with representatives from

Saudi Arabia, Iraq, Romania, and Estonia at the IDEX

2025 defense exhibition held in Abu Dhabi, signing a

memorandum of understanding with Saudi Arabia to

ensure the quality of arms products.

In Egypt, Seok’s discussions with Egyptian officials

focused on promoting significant Korean defense

products like the FA-50 fighter jet and the K9 self-

propelled howitzer.

South Korea aims to secure 5 percent of the global

arms export market by 2027, striving to become the

fourth-largest defense exporter in the world. [Yonhap

News Agency]

South Korea and Cameroon strengthen

defense ties and cooperation with new

agreement

(fn) South Korea and Cameroon have concluded a

defense cooperation agreement, marking the first such

agreement between South Korea's defense ministry

and an African country. Signed on February 19 by

South Korean Acting Defense Minister Kim Seon-ho of

and Cameroonian Defense Minister Joseph Beti

Assomo, the agreement aims to enhance military

education, facilitate exchanges, and boost arms

collaboration.

Key aspects of the agreement include the

modernization of Cameroon’s defense information

system through the provision of South Korean military

technologies, including tactical vehicles and

helicopters.

Both parties also emphasized the necessity of a unified

international response to the nuclear and missile

threats posed by North Korea. [The Korea Times]

Sri Lanka moves forward with alternative

energy initiatives following Adani Group

exit
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(lm) The Sri Lankan government has stated that it did

not intend to cancel the Mannar wind power project

with Adani Green Energy, a a subsidiary of Indian

billionaire Gautam Adani’s conglomerate, but

confirmed that the company withdrew after failing to

reach an agreement on electricity pricing. Cabinet

Spokesman and Minister Nalinda Jayatissa clarified

that the government sought to negotiate a lower tariff,

similar to Adani’s pricing in India, but was unable to

reach a consensus. The government remains open to

foreign investors and has already engaged another

company willing to provide power at a lower rate than

Adani.

Adani Green had planned a USD 442 million

investment in wind power plants in Mannar and

Pooneryn but formally informed Sri Lanka’s Board of

Investment (BOI) on February 12 that it was

withdrawing from the project. The company stated

that while it remains committed to Sri Lanka, future

collaboration would depend on the government’s

position. [AiR No. 7, February/2025, 3]

Sri Lanka’s Secretary to the Ministry of Energy, K.T.M.

Udayanga Hemapala, confirmed that the government

is addressing the legal aspects of Adani’s withdrawal.

He emphasized that while Sri Lanka welcomes foreign

investment, it will not lobby for any specific investor

and will only proceed with projects that align with the

government’s goal of reducing electricity tariffs. The

decision to reevaluate the power purchasing

agreement was part of President Anura Kumara

Dissanayake’s broader plan to lower national electricity

costs by 30 percent within five years. Legal challenges

to the project were already underway, questioning

whether the agreement qualified as a government-to-

government deal, the validity of the Environmental

Impact Assessment (EIA), and the tariff structure.

Meanwhile, Sri Lanka’s Cabinet has approved a

proposal to establish solar power plants in Sampur,

Trincomalee, as part of a joint venture between the

governments of Sri Lanka and India. The project,

developed by the Ceylon Electricity Board (CEB) and

India’s National Thermal Power Corporation (NTPC),

will be executed in two phases, with plants of 50 MW

and 70 MW capacity. This project revisits an earlier

plan first proposed during the Gotabaya Rajapaksa

administration, where a coal power project at the

same site was scrapped. [Daily Mirror 1] [The Hindu]

At the same time, Sri Lanka's proposed multi-product

petroleum pipeline with India will proceed only if

deemed economically viable, rather than based on

political considerations, according to Ceylon Petroleum

Corporation (CPC) Chairman W.A. Rajakaruna.

https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-stdtujd-l-kiu/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-stdtujd-l-kdl/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-stdtujd-l-kdr/


Discussions on the project, which also involves the

United Arab Emirates (UAE), took place during

President Anura Kumara Dissanayake’s visit to New

Delhi in December 2024. While both sides are

assessing the feasibility, Sri Lanka is also exploring

direct fuel purchases from the UAE and Qatar, with

initial talks already held with UAE officials. [Daily Mirror

2]

Vietnam offers Sri Lanka expertise in

agriculture and tourism to boost

cooperation

(lm) Vietnam has expressed its willingness to share

expertise in agriculture, tourism, and investment

promotion with Sri Lanka. During a meeting at the

Presidential Secretariat, Vietnamese Ambassador to Sri

Lanka, Trinh Thi Tam, and Secretary to the President,

Dr. Nandika Sanath Kumanayake, discussed

strengthening diplomatic ties and Vietnam’s support

for Sri Lanka’s development projects. The discussions

also covered strategies for leveraging Vietnam’s

economic achievements to benefit Sri Lanka. [Daily

Mirror]

Taiwan detains ship with Chinese crew

(dql) A Togolese-registered vessel with a Chinese crew

has been detained after severing a submarine

communications cable linking Taiwan and Penghu, the

archipelago of 90 islands and islets in the Taiwan Strait.

Taiwan's Coast Guard Administration (CGA) dispatched

a patrol vesselto monitor the Hong Tai freighter,

anchored 6 nautical miles northwest of Tainan’s

Jiangjun Fishing Port. The CGA ordered the vessel to

leave, but Chunghwa Telecom reported that the

Taiwan-Penghu No. 3 submarine fiber optic cable had

been severed.

Suspecting sabotage, the CGA attempted to board the

vessel, but height differences prevented immediate

access. Additional patrol vessels were deployed to

assist. The Hong Tai, reportedly funded by Chinese

capital, was later escorted to Anping Harbor, where its

eight Chinese crew members were detained for

investigation by Tainan prosecutors.

The CGA suggested the incident could be a "gray zone"

activity by China, referring to actions that blur the line

between war and peace. [Focus Taiwan]
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President Lai pledges stronger Taiwan-

Japan ties, citing shared values

(ce) President Lai Ching-te has pledged to deepen

Taiwan’s partnership with Japan, emphasizing their

shared democratic values and freedoms. This

commitment was made during a meeting with Akie

Abe, widow of former Japanese Prime Minister Shinzo

Abe, at the Presidential Office in Taipei City. [Office of

the President, Taiwan]

Akie Abe’s visit followed her address at the Halifax

International Security Forum, where she discussed

global democratic development and security. President

Lai honored Shinzo Abe’s legacy, especially his

advocacy for a free and open Indo-Pacific and his calls

for peace in the Taiwan Strait. He also noted that

Japan’s current Prime Minister, Shigeru Ishiba,

continues to uphold Abe's principles, as highlighted in

a recent summit with US President Joe Biden, where

both leaders reaffirmed the importance of cross-strait

stability and Taiwan’s participation in international

organizations.

President Lai expressed appreciation to Akie Abe for

her ongoing advocacy for peace in the Taiwan Strait,

recalling her discussion with the US President-elect last

December. He emphasized Taiwan’s commitment to

collaborating with Japan, the US, the EU, and other like-

minded nations to foster global prosperity. [Taiwan

Today]

U.S. releases USD 5.3 billion in foreign aid

exemptions including Taiwan

(ce) The Trump administration has released USD 5.3

billion in previously frozen foreign aid, with a notable

focus on Taiwan’s security. This move follows a 90-day

freeze imposed in January 2017, which halted a wide

range of aid programs globally. The key exemption

included USD 870 million dedicated to enhancing

Taiwan’s security, underscoring the US commitment to

Taiwan amid rising tensions in the Taiwan Strait.

The funds are part of a broader effort to align foreign

aid with national security objectives. Secretary of State

Marco Rubio facilitated the waivers for military aid,

including significant support for Taiwan, a vital ally in

the region. Rubio also reaffirmed the US’s stance on

Taiwan, emphasizing that Washington opposes any

forced changes to the status quo in the Taiwan Strait.
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In a public statement, he stressed that the US seeks

stability and peace in the region, aligning with policies

set by the Taiwan Relations Act and the "six

assurances," which oppose efforts to alter Taiwan’s

status through coercion or force.

Taiwan’s Foreign Minister, Lin Chia-lung, expressed

appreciation for the US support, calling it crucial for

maintaining regional stability. He reiterated Taiwan’s

commitment to strengthening its defense and working

with the US to preserve peace in the Taiwan Strait.

Taiwan’s pledge to increase investment in the United

States was also highlighted.

This commitment is seen as a response to President

Trump’s tariff threats and pressure on Taiwan’s

semiconductor industry. [Taipei Times]

Debate erupts over US general's alleged

presence at Taiwan military exercise

meeting

(ce) A public debate has ignited in Taiwan following

reports that a high-ranking US military official attended

a meeting regarding Taiwan's upcoming Han Kuang

military exercises. Major General Jay Bargeron, from

the US Indo-Pacific Command, is alleged to have

participated in a tabletop exercise in Taipei, raising

questions about the transparency and discretion of

US-Taiwan military cooperation.  

The controversy stemmed from a photo, initially

released by the Taiwanese military, which appeared to

show General Bargeron present. While the photo was

later edited, the incident has sparked differing

interpretations. Some Taiwanese lawmakers,

particularly from the ruling Democratic Progressive

Party (DPP), view the general's alleged presence as a

significant step in strengthening US-Taiwan military

ties, highlighting Taiwan's strategic importance within

the first island chain.

However, other observers have raised concerns that

the public disclosure of such high-level military

interactions could undermine mutual trust and

potentially provoke Beijing. China, which considers

Taiwan a part of its territory, has consistently opposed

official US-Taiwan military exchanges.

The Taiwanese defense ministry has remained tight-

lipped, neither confirming nor denying General

Bargeron's attendance, but stating that training

exchanges with allied nations are normal. This
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ambiguity has led to local media interpreting the

response as a tacit confirmation.

Adding another layer of complexity, General Bargeron

recently led a US delegation to China for military

maritime talks, under the recently revived US-China

Military Maritime Consultative Agreement framework.

This detail highlights the delicate balancing act the US

must perform in its relations with both China and

Taiwan.

Analysts have warned that the disclosure of details

about US military officials’ involvement in Taiwan’s Han

Kuang exercises could be perceived as a political

manoeuvre, and that Taiwan’s military must exercise

greater caution in handling sensitive information.

[SCMP]

UK reaffirms support for Taiwan

(ce) Visiting British MP Sarah Champion reaffirmed the

UK's commitment to Taiwan's sovereignty, stating that

its protection is in the interest of both the UK and the

world. President Lai Ching-te welcomed the British

parliamentary delegation, highlighting the significant

progress in Taiwan-UK relations and thanking the UK

for its continued support. [Office of the President,

Taiwan]

Lai highlighted key milestones, including the

unanimous passage of a pro-Taiwan motion in the UK

House of Commons and the Enhanced Trade

Partnership agreement—the first of its kind between

Taiwan and a European country. He voiced hope for

swift progress on future trade deals, including

investments, digital trade, energy, and the transition to

net zero, and urged the UK to support Taiwan's bid to

join the Comprehensive and Progressive Agreement

for Trans-Pacific Partnership (CPTPP), emphasizing the

importance of resilient global supply chains.

Champion reiterated the UK’s unwavering support for

Taiwan, pointing to the delegation’s diverse

composition and the broad international backing

shown by the Inter-Parliamentary Alliance on China.

She also expressed optimism that increasing US

support for Taiwan would encourage other nations to

follow suit. With the 27th round of trade talks on the

horizon, both sides reaffirmed their commitment to

strengthening the Taiwan-UK partnership. [Taipei

Times]
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Taiwan forges drone alliance with Czechia

and Poland

(ce) Driven by a vision to solidify its position in the

global drone industry, Taiwan has successfully

established strategic partnerships with the Czech

Republic and Poland. This week's agreements,

spearheaded by the Taiwan Excellence Drone

International Business Opportunities Alliance

(TEDIBOA), signify a major step in Taiwan's efforts to

broaden its manufacturing capabilities and gain access

to the lucrative European market.

Taiwan's drone sector secured European partnerships

in the Czech Republic and Poland. A TEDIBOA-CTBC

agreement in the Czech Republic, alongside 19

company discussions, initiated technology

collaboration. In Poland, Ahamani Advanced and

Farada Group Ltd. partnered for joint production,

aiming for European market entry, after 40-

representative talks. These deals, stemming from

ongoing engagement, strengthen Taiwan's European

drone industry presence.

The success of these partnerships is underpinned by

Taiwan's strong technological capabilities, which were

showcased at the Xponential Europe trade fair in

Dusseldorf, Germany. The event served as a platform

to demonstrate Taiwan's expertise and attract

potential partners.

With these European partnerships secured, the

TEDIBOA is now focused on further expanding its

global footprint, with plans to participate in upcoming

trade fairs and exhibitions in Japan and the United

States. [Taipei Times]

Taiwan reaffirms humanitarian aid to

Ukraine

(ce) On the third anniversary of Russia's invasion of

Ukraine, Taiwan's Ministry of Foreign Affairs (MOFA)

pledged to maintain its humanitarian support for the

war-torn nation. MOFA is closely monitoring the

conflict's developments, including the positions of the

United States, Russia, and Europe regarding potential

peace talks, according to CNA reports. [MOFA, Taiwan

X]

Recognizing the dynamic nature of the international

landscape, MOFA has directed its overseas missions to

gather intelligence on relevant political developments.

This proactive approach ensures Taiwan remains
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prepared to respond to changes in the global

geopolitical sphere.

Amid evolving policies in the United States concerning

aid to Ukraine, Taiwan emphasizes its commitment to

collaborating with like-minded countries to counter

threats from authoritarian regimes. The ministry

stressed Taiwan's unwavering dedication to

cooperating with the international community in

providing essential humanitarian assistance to

Ukraine.

Beyond humanitarian aid, MOFA reiterated Taiwan's

commitment to self-defense. As a responsible

democratic actor in the region, Taiwan is dedicated to

strengthening its defense capabilities, safeguarding its

national sovereignty, and protecting the freedoms of

its people. [Taiwan News]

Bhutan and Thailand conclude fourth

round of FTA negotiations

(hrs) The fourth round of negotiations for a free trade

agreement (FTA) between Thailand and Bhutan was

held from February 17 to 19 and concluded

successfully. According to Commerce Minister Pichai

Naripthaphan, the two nations finalized the

discussions over nine months. The FTA is planned for

signing during the Bimstec (The Bay of Bengal Initiative

for Multi-Sectoral Technical and Economic

Cooperation) Leaders’ Summit, that Thailand will host

from April 2 to 4.

This FTA marks Thailand’s 17th trade agreement, and it

primarily focuses on trade in goods and enhancing

economic cooperation. It also aims to strengthen

collaboration in sectors including tourism, agriculture,

education, vocational training and renewable energy.

In preparation for the FTA signing, the Department of

Trade Negotiations plans to hold meetings in March of

2025 to gather input from various sectors, following

which the feedback will be presented for Cabinet’s

approval. [Bangkok Post]

Cambodia, Thailand urge diplomacy after

tensions flare over border temple

(bk) Cambodian Prime Minister Hun Manet has urged a

peaceful resolution to a dispute with Thailand over the

Prasat Ta Muen Thom temple, a historically significant

site on the two countries' border. The conflict arose

https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-stdtujd-l-khj/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-stdtujd-l-kht/


after a group of Cambodian women was filmed singing

a nationalist song at the temple, vowing to sacrifice

their lives for their nation [see AiR No. 7,

February/2025, 3]. This led Thailand to formally

protest, with Thai soldiers removing the women from

the temple and escorting them back to the Cambodian

side.

Prasat Ta Muen Thom, built during the reign of King

Jayavarman VII of the Khmer Empire (11th–13th

centuries), remains a contentious historical and

territorial issue between the two nations.

Thai Deputy Prime Minister and Defense Minister

Phumtham Wechayachai expressed unease over the

incident, warning that history could repeat itself --

referring to the violent clashes between Thailand and

Cambodia in 2008 over the Preah Vihear temple. That

dispute led to sporadic military conflicts, causing at

least 28 deaths before the International Court of

Justice ruled in Cambodia’s favor. [Thai PBS World 1]

On February 20, Phumtham disclosed to the local

media that Hun Manet had not issued an apology to

Thailand regarding the incident and that the situation

was not as critical as some media outlets suggested.

Instead, it was Cambodia's Defense Minister who

contacted him. He added that the Cambodian women’s

actions were seen as inappropriate by the Thai side,

and Thailand’s Second Army Region filed an official

protest. That said, Phumtham downplayed the

significance of the incident, stating it was minor and

did not escalate into a larger issue. He reassured that

the military officials from both Thailand and Cambodia

were able to communicate and resolve the matter

efficiently, emphasizing that the two countries

continue to maintain positive relations. [Bangkok Post]

Meanwhile, Hun Manet also warned against escalating

border disputes between Thailand and Cambodia,

urging ultra-nationalists in both countries to refrain

from stoking tensions. He emphasized that Cambodia

is committed to peaceful resolution of border issues

but reserves the right to defend its sovereignty,

including using military force if necessary.

Nevertheless, he urged both Cambodian and Thai

politicians not to politicize border issues, stating that

experts, not politicians, should handle such complex

matters involving maps, legal documents, and

international law. [Thai PBS World 2]

Thailand and Laos strengthen cooperation

on security, crime, and haze management
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(msz) Thailand and Laos have agreed to enhance

bilateral cooperation in addressing key regional

challenges, with a focus on border security, tackling

cross-border crime, and combatting haze pollution.

The agreements were formalized during a meeting

between Thai Prime Minister Paetongtarn Shinawatra

and Lao Prime Minister Sonexay Siphandone in

Bangkok on February 20.

Key agreements include a Memorandum of

Understanding (MoU) on justice and legal cooperation,

a technical arrangement for rail passenger

transportation, and partnerships in education and

commerce. Both nations also set an ambitious trade

target of USD 1 billion by 2027.

On border security, the two leaders emphasized the

importance of joint efforts to combat drug smuggling,

human trafficking, and online scams, particularly call

centre fraud. Thailand and Laos agreed to increase

information sharing and adopt strategies to combat

haze pollution, with plans to share technology for early

warnings and improve water management in the

Mekong River basin.

Additionally, Thailand will provide 75 new scholarships

to Laos in areas like medicine and public health, while

both nations agreed to work closely within the Mekong

Sub-region and ASEAN frameworks. The leaders also

unveiled a commemorative logo marking 75 years of

diplomatic relations between the two countries.

[Bangkok Post] [Thai PBS World]

Thailand shuts Myanmar Migrant Aid

Office

(hrs) Thai authorities sealed off the office of the Aid

Alliance Committee (AAC), an organization helping

Myanmar migrant workers, especially those working in

Thailand’s fishing industry, in Thailand’s Samut Sakhon.

AAC’s executive director said that he suspected the

junta was behind the shutdown of his agency after a

decade of operation in Thailand. He said Thai officials

informed him that the shutdown was partly due to AAC

not being officially registered as an NGO – official

recognition had been requested via the Myanmar

Embassy under both the junta and the preceding

National League for Democracy government to no

avail.

The closure of AAC comes just a week after

employment agencies reported the Myanmar regime

had halted the flow of migrant workers to Thailand, on
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top of banning men aged 18-35 from leaving the

country after enacting the long-dormant Conscription

Law to replenish depleted military.

An estimated 100 people are sheltering with the AAC,

mostly Myanmar migrant workers who have unpaid

wages, employment denial or pending compensation

for workplace injuries.

Thai officials conducted a raid on February 18 at the

AAC premises and confiscated the documents of

around 50 Myanmar migrant workers, including the

documents of 30 workers who arrived under the

government-to-government MoU to work at a tile

factory – each worker had paid around USD 4290 to

work in Thailand. [The Irrawaddy]

Thailand initiates sunset review on

Vietnam’s pipes and tubes

(hrs) The Department of Foreign Trade of Thailand

initiated a sunset review of the anti-dumping duty

order on certain iron or steel pipes and tubes

originating from or imported from Vietnam. The sunset

review aims to assess whether the existing anti-

dumping duty should be maintained or lifted, and also

aims to determine whether removing the duty is likely

to result in the continuation or recurrence of dumping

that causes injury to the domestic industry, typically

after a certain period (five years) from the initial

imposition of the duty.

The petitioner is the Metal Tube and Sheet Processing

Manufacturers Association. The current anti-dumping

duty rates range from 6.97 percent to 51.61 percent ,

imposed since February 2020. This anti-dumping duty

will continue to be applied as a security deposit for one

year from February 13 or until the results of the sunset

review are available.

Following the recommendations of the Trade

Remedies Authority, the Vietnam Steel Association

needs to notify relevant manufacturers and exporters

and recommend their participation if necessary. [The

Nation]

China’s Guangxi region and Vietnam

expand trade, industrial, and energy

cooperation
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(hn) Vietnam and China’s Guangxi Zhuang Autonomous

Region have reinforced their economic partnership

with two new cooperation agreements, focusing on

industrial collaboration and trade facilitation.

Vietnamese Minister of Industry and Trade Nguyen

Hong Dien met with Chen Gang, Secretary of Guangxi’s

Party Committee, in Hanoi to discuss expanding trade,

improving supply chain stability, and enhancing

infrastructure to support cross-border commerce.

Vietnam-Guangxi trade reached USD 41.6 billion in

2024, marking a 15.4 percent increase year on year.

Vietnam has remained Guangxi’s largest trading

partner for 26 consecutive years. Dien emphasized the

importance of wider market access for Vietnamese

agricultural products, particularly citrus fruits,

avocados, custard apples, and rose apples. He also

called for enhanced cooperation in high-tech

industries, workforce training, and digitalization.

Another key issue discussed was Vietnam-China power

connectivity. Dien urged Guangxi to accelerate a

memorandum of understanding on energy

cooperation and explore a high-voltage direct current

power link between Guangxi and Vietnam's Quang

Ninh province.

Chen affirmed Guangxi’s commitment to high-quality

cooperation with Vietnam, proposing joint initiatives

such as organizing the 22nd China-ASEAN Expo,

expanding cross-border industrial cooperation, and

piloting a China-Vietnam smart border gate. He also

suggested the establishment of a testing and

quarantine center for Vietnamese agricultural exports

to China.

The meeting concluded with the signing of two

agreements: a 2025 action plan for the 2024-26

cooperation framework and an MoU on industrial

collaboration between Quang Ninh’s Department of

Industry and Trade and Guangxi’s Department of

Commerce. [Viet Nam News]

Indian Navy and Coast Guard ships visit

Vietnam

(lm) Two Indian naval vessels, INS Sujata and ICGS

Veera, concluded their four-day visit to Cam Ranh

International Port in Khánh Hòa Province on February

24.

During the visit, a delegation led by Captain Anshul

Kishore held high-level meetings with the Khánh Hòa

People’s Committee, Naval Region No. 4, and Coast
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Guard Region No. 3 Command. The delegation also

visited the Vietnam Naval Academy, the Signal Officer

Candidate School, and the Information Officer Training

School, where discussions focused on military training,

scientific research, cybersecurity, and military

telecommunication technology. [Viet Nam News]

[People's Army Newspaper]

Thailand and Vietnam deepen strategic

partnership, trade, and regional

cooperation

(hn) Vietnam and Thailand agreed to enhance their

bilateral trade and cooperation during talks in Hanoi

between Vietnamese Deputy Prime Minister and

Foreign Minister Bui Thanh Son and Thai Foreign

Minister Maris Sangiampongsa. Both countries

committed to increasing bilateral trade to USD 25

billion and to expanding collaboration under the

Enhanced Strategic Partnership, ahead of the 50th

anniversary of diplomatic relations in 2026.

The two ministers pledged deeper cooperation in

economic areas, including reducing trade barriers,

boosting digital economy initiatives, green energy

projects, and strengthening transportation

connectivity. They also agreed to intensify defence and

security ties, combatting transnational crimes, cyber

threats, and fraudulent labor trafficking. Additionally,

both sides supported expanding direct flights,

promoting tourism through Thailand’s "Six Countries,

One Destination" initiative, and fostering cultural,

educational, and people-to-people exchanges.

Vietnam expressed appreciation for Thailand’s support

of Vietnamese cultural sites, including "Vietnam Town"

projects in Udon Thani and Nakhon Phanom provinces,

and proposed closer cooperation in language

education and preservation of historical sites. Both

nations also reaffirmed commitment to collaborating

in multilateral forums, emphasizing ASEAN unity,

sustainable development in the Mekong subregion,

and adherence to international law, particularly

regarding peace and stability in the East Sea. [Viet Nam

News]

Vietnam approves Starlink’s entry amid

U.S. trade tensions

(lm/hn) Vietnam has passed legislation allowing Elon

Musk’s Starlink to provide satellite internet services
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without requiring a domestic partner, marking a

significant shift in policy. Previously, foreign companies

faced restrictions, including a 49 percent ownership

cap in joint ventures, delaying SpaceX’s entry into the

Vietnamese market.

The new regulations, expected to be formalized in an

extraordinary parliamentary session, introduce a pilot

scheme allowing full foreign control of low-orbit

satellite internet providers until 2030, subject to the

prime minister’s approval. The move is part of broader

efforts to enhance Vietnam’s scientific, technological,

and innovation landscape.

The policy shift comes amid concerns over potential

U.S. tariffs under President Donald Trump, as Vietnam

recorded a USD 123.5 billion trade surplus with the

U.S. in 2023. With the Trump administration

scrutinizing countries with significant surpluses,

Vietnam is taking steps to ease trade tensions,

including increasing imports of U.S. agricultural

products.

SpaceX has been expanding its supplier network in

Vietnam and has expressed intentions to invest USD

1.5 billion in the country. If Starlink attracts a large

subscriber base, it could help reduce Vietnam’s trade

surplus with the U.S.

While the move could expand internet access,

particularly in remote areas, experts caution that

Vietnam’s strict cybersecurity laws will still apply.

Analysts suggest that Starlink, like Google and Meta,

will likely have to comply with government data-

sharing requirements. [tuoi tre news] [Radio Free Asia]

Vietnam and Cuba strengthen ties,

expand cooperation ahead of 65th

anniversary

(hn) Vietnam and Cuba reaffirmed their long-standing

solidarity and commitment to deepening bilateral ties

during the official visit of Cuban Foreign Minister

Bruno Rodríguez Parrilla to Hanoi from February 18 to

20. The visit included meetings with Vietnam’s top

leaders, where both sides discussed expanding

cooperation in trade, agriculture, energy,

biotechnology, and pharmaceuticals.

Party General Secretary To Lam emphasized Vietnam’s

unwavering support for Cuba, calling it both a

responsibility and a moral obligation. He urged further

collaboration in food production, energy, and other

strategic sectors while strengthening party-to-party
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ties. Foreign Minister Parrilla, in turn, praised Vietnam’s

socio-economic achievements and expressed Cuba’s

commitment to deepening relations, particularly in

economic and trade cooperation. [Viet Nam News 1]

Deputy Prime Minister and Foreign Minister Bui Thanh

Son reaffirmed Vietnam’s dedication to enhancing the

special relationship with Cuba, noting their shared

socialist orientation. Both sides pledged to maintain

high-level exchanges, effectively implement

cooperation mechanisms, and strengthen coordination

at international forums. They also committed to

organizing events for the Vietnam-Cuba Friendship

Year 2025, marking 65 years of diplomatic ties. [Viet

Nam News 2]

State President Luong Cuong reiterated Vietnam’s

solidarity with Cuba and stressed the importance of

educating future generations about the historic

Vietnam-Cuba relationship. He highlighted the need for

continued high-level dialogues and enhanced

collaboration in multilateral settings. Parrilla expressed

Cuba’s appreciation for Vietnam’s consistent support,

particularly in food security, and reaffirmed Cuba’s

desire to share experiences and strengthen bilateral

cooperation across various fields. [Viet Nam News 3]

Vietnam and Canada hold third defence

policy dialogue

(nt) Vietnam and Canada held their third Defense

Policy Dialogue in Hanoi on February 20, focusing on

strengthening military cooperation, promoting peace

and stability, and addressing key areas such as

training, United Nations peacekeeping, the defense

industry, war remediation, and border management.

The meeting was co-chaired by Vietnam’s Deputy

Minister of National Defense, Senior Lieutenant

General Hoang Xuan Chien, and Canadian Deputy

Minister of National Defense Stefanie Beck.

Both sides acknowledged the steady progress in

defense cooperation since their second dialogue in

September 2023, particularly in military exchanges and

training. Vietnam reaffirmed its support for Canada’s

bid to join the ASEAN Defense Ministers’ Meeting Plus

(ADMM+), in line with ASEAN’s consensus-based

approach.

During the dialogue, officials exchanged views on

regional and global issues, with Vietnam emphasizing

its foreign policy of independence, self-reliance, and

peaceful resolution of disputes. Chien reiterated

Vietnam’s stance on the East Sea (South China Sea),
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calling for adherence to international law, particularly

the 1982 United Nations Convention on the Law of the

Sea (UNCLOS), and urging for an early conclusion of an

effective and substantive Code of Conduct (COC) in the

region. [Voice of Vietnam] [Viet Nam News]

Vietnam monitors situation as 11 citizens

rescued from kidnappers in Mexico

(hn) Vietnam is closely monitoring the situation and is

prepared to implement protective measures for 11

citizens who were rescued by Mexican police from a

kidnapping group near the U.S. border. These

individuals are currently staying at an immigration

facility in Villahermosa, Tabasco, and are reported to

be in stable health.

Earlier, police in Chihuahua, in coordination with

Mexico’s National Guard, rescued 49 migrants,

including 11 Vietnamese nationals, from an apartment

near the U.S. border on February 17. The migrants

were kidnapped upon arrival at the border and were

held for ransom by human trafficking gangs. Three

suspects were arrested for allegedly using firearms to

detain and control the victims.

The incident comes as the U.S. and Mexico step up

efforts to combat human trafficking along their shared

border. In January, Chihuahua police rescued over 200

kidnapped migrants in Juarez. U.S. Ambassador to

Vietnam Marc Knapper warned that hundreds of

people go missing or die each year attempting illegal

migration to the U.S., often facing detention or

becoming victims of human trafficking. He urged

people not to trust false promises made by smugglers

and visa fraudsters. [Vnexpress, in Vietnamese]

Russia seeks expanded quantum

technology cooperation with Vietnam

(lm) Russia’s Rosatom State Atomic Energy

Corporation, a state-owned enterprise specializing in

nuclear energy and advanced technologies, has

reaffirmed its commitment to strengthening

technological collaboration with Vietnam, particularly

in quantum computing. The announcement came

during the Moscow Future Technologies Forum 2025,

held from February 20-21.

Ekaterina Soltseva, Rosatom’s director of Quantum

Technology, emphasized the transformative potential
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of quantum computing across multiple sectors,

including nuclear energy, pharmaceuticals, vaccine

research, and advanced materials. She noted that

Vietnam could benefit from advancements in

optimizing complex processes, potentially improving

healthcare and daily life.

Rosatom is among the few institutions worldwide to

operate quantum computers across all major

platforms—superconducting, ion, neutral atom, and

photon—placing Russia among six nations with

quantum computers exceeding 50 qubits. The

company has invited Vietnamese scientists to an

international quantum technology conference in

Moscow this July, aiming to foster deeper cooperation

and knowledge-sharing.

With Vietnam and Russia already engaged in nuclear

energy collaboration, Rosatom’s initiatives in quantum

technology could further enhance bilateral ties. The

corporation is also working with global universities,

particularly within the BRICS framework, to develop

quantum technology training programs, offering

Vietnam additional avenues for scientific and

technological partnership. [The Investor]

Vietnam, Ethiopia discuss expanded

cooperation in trade, technology, and

investment

(nt) Vietnam and Ethiopia have agreed to strengthen

cooperation in key economic sectors, including food

processing, agriculture, pharmaceuticals, and digital

transformation, as part of efforts to enhance bilateral

ties. This was the focus of the first joint political

consultation held in Addis Ababa, co-chaired by

Vietnamese Deputy Minister of Foreign Affairs Nguyen

Minh Hang and Ethiopian State Minister for Foreign

Affairs Mesganu Arga.

Both sides acknowledged the potential for stronger

trade and investment relations, particularly in

telecommunications, digital services, and tourism.

Vietnam proposed accelerating negotiations on

agreements in trade, investment, and aviation to

facilitate business ties. Ethiopia encouraged

Vietnamese enterprises to explore opportunities in its

growing sectors, such as agri-processing, cybersecurity,

and tourism.

The meeting also highlighted diplomatic cooperation,

with Vietnam expressing interest in enhancing

relations with the African Union (AU). Ethiopia

suggested that Vietnam reopen a representative office
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in Addis Ababa to facilitate stronger engagement with

African countries. The officials also discussed

coordination in multilateral forums such as the United

Nations and the Non-Aligned Movement.

During her visit, Hang met Ethiopia’s Minister of

Planning and Development, Fitsum Assefa, to discuss a

potential bilateral investment protection agreement

and support for Vietnamese businesses operating in

Ethiopia. She also visited Ethiopia’s Information

Network Security Administration and MK Ethiopia, the

first joint Vietnam-Ethiopia venture, underscoring

Vietnam’s interest in expanding its presence in Africa.

[Voice of Vietnam]
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Upcoming online events

27 February 2025 @ 3:00-4:30 p.m. (GMT+7), CPG,

Thailand

Asia in Review Webinar Series

100 Days in Office: Achievements and

Roadblocks of the Dissanayake

Government in Sri Lanka

In 2024, Sri Lanka underwent a dramatic political

transformation, with two national elections ending the

nearly two-decade dominance of the Rajapaksa family.

In September, Anura Kumara Dissanayake, leader of

the National People’s Power (NPP) coalition and the

Marxist-Leninist Janatha Vimukthi Peramuna (JVP), won

the presidential election, becoming the country’s first

Communist head of state. Shortly after taking office,

Dissanayake dissolved parliament and called snap
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general elections, which were held in November. The

NPP secured a landslide victory, winning 159 of 225

seats and achieving a two-thirds majority. With this

strong mandate, Dissanayake pledged to implement

sweeping reforms, including anti-corruption measures,

tax reductions, and the renegotiation of IMF bailout

terms. He also seeks constitutional changes to curb

presidential powers and restore a parliamentary

system.

Now, just over 100 days into his administration, this

webinar will examine Dissanayake’s achievements and

the challenges he faces, offering insights into the

current state of governance and the prospects for his

administration. For more information, see [CPG].

28 February 2025 @ 9:00-10:30 a.m. (GMT+7), CPG,

Thailand

Open Justice: Comparative Perspectives

from Thailand and Costa Rica

Open Justice is the judicial application of open

government principles, emphasizing transparency,

accountability, and citizen participation in legal

processes. It seeks to ensure that judicial institutions

operate in a manner that is accessible,

comprehensible, and responsive to the public while

balancing transparency with considerations such as

privacy, security, and the protection of vulnerable

individuals. As part of the broader open government

movement, open justice aligns with efforts to foster

trust in public institutions through participatory

governance and the use of open data.

This seminar aims to foster a collaborative dialogue

between Costa Rica and Thailand, providing a platform

for mutual learning and the exchange of experiences.

By facilitating a comparative discussion, the seminar

will enable the sharing of best practices in judicial

transparency, civic participation, and institutional

accountability while also addressing common

challenges such as digital access disparities, data

privacy concerns, and the long-term sustainability of

open justice initiatives. For more information, see

[CPG].

3 March 2025 @ 3:00-4:30 p.m. (GMT+7), CPG,

Thailand

CPG Webinar Series
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The February 23 General Election in

Germany: Outcomes and the Future of

German Politic

On February 23, 2025, Germany held federal elections

in which the conservative Christian Democratic Union

(CDU) emerged victorious, securing 28.6% of the vote.

The far-right Alternative for Germany (AfD) followed

with 20.8%, the Social Democratic Party (SPD) garnered

16%, Alliance 90/The Greens with 11.6% and The Left

with 8.8%. The Free Democratic Party (FDP) failed to

meet the 5% electoral threshold, securing only 4.3%,

and will not be represented in the new parliament.

While outgoing SPD Chancellor Olaf Scholz conceded

defeat, CDU leader Friedrich Merz, who had ruled out

to cooperate with the AfD in forming the government,

has already announced plans to initiate coalition talks

with the SPD. The CDU, along with its sister party in

Bavaria, the Christian Social Union (CSU), and the SPD,

together hold a majority of seats in the 630-member

parliament, with a combined total of 328 seats.

The upcoming webinar will analyze the election results

and explore their implications for the future political

direction of Germany, Europe’s largest country and

strongest economy, under the new CDU/CSU-SPD

coalition government. For more information, see

[CPG].

26 February 2025 @ 9:30 a.m. – 10:45 a.m. (GMT-5),

American Enterprise Institute, USA

Are China’s International Test Scores Too

Good to Be True?

This AEI online discussion considers the validity of

China's high PISA scores, which place Chinese students

years ahead of OECD counterparts in math and

science. A new Nicholas Eberstadt working paper

disputes these findings, contending that the

knowledge capital of China's K–12 schools is

comparable to Turkey's. Joining AEI's Nat Malkus for a

discussion of what this means for China, the US, and

education systems worldwide are Harry Patrinos, Mark

Schneider, and Derek Scissors. For more information,

see [AEI].

27 February 2025 @ 10:00am - 11:00am (GMT-5),

Wilson Center, USA

https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-stdtujd-l-kuu/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-stdtujd-l-ull/


Assessing the Designation of Mexican

Cartels as Foreign Terrorist Organizations

(FTOs)

On February 20, 2025, the US and Canada listed six

Mexican cartels as Foreign Terrorist Organizations

(FTOs), a historic policy change toward organized

crime. The designation has the potential to disrupt

cartel activities, change financial chains, and affect

North American security. The webinar discusses the

fallout for law enforcement, regional stability, and US-

Mexico-Canada relations. Major points of discussion

are the possibility of increased violence, changed

criminal strategies, and the larger diplomatic and

economic fallout of these coordinated efforts. For

more information, see [Wilson Center].

27 February 2025 @ 3:00pm (GMT+1), German

Institute for Global and Area Studies, Germany

From Promise to Practice: Assessing

Global Carbon Markets

This seminar examines the promise-performance gap

of international carbon markets, and specifically

REDD+ projects in the voluntary carbon market. The

panelists will discuss problems with over-estimated

emission reductions, integrity problems, and failure to

share benefits. They will also discuss concerns around

community consent and persistent flaws in newer

projects. The discussion is meant to critically assess

voluntary carbon markets' socio-economic and climate

impacts and reflect on needed reforms to improve

their effectiveness and equity. For more information,

see [GIGA].

27 February 2025 @ 4:00pm - 5:00pm (GMT+1),

German Institute for Global and Area Studies,

Germany

Franco-German Observatory of the Indo-

Pacific

The 29th Franco-German Observatory of the Indo-

Pacific webinar, hosted by CERI, features Dr. Kelly A.

Grieco (Stimson Center) on the defense industries'

integration and US hegemony. She will address

whether an Indo-Pacific military-industrial complex is

emerging. The conversation will be moderated by Prof.

Dr. Patrick Köllner (GIGA) and Dr. Jérôme Doyon (CERI)

and will focus on US foreign policy, military alliances,
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and war's future in the region. The incident takes place

on February 27, 2025. For more information, see

[GIGA].

27 February 2025 @ 1:00pm - 2:00pm (GMT+1),

German Institute for Global and Area Studies,

Germany

Decent Work in Global Supply Chains

This is the publication of the Sustainable Global Supply

Chains Report 2024 on "Decent Work in Global Supply

Chains." The report with 10 concise chapters reviews

significant issues in labor standards, the role of global

value chains (GVCs) in jobs enhancement, as well as

the impact of local labor regimes. Panelists will discuss

sectoral differences, the power of workers at the

bargaining table, and the influence of upcoming supply

chain due diligence regulations, making demands for

transparent, low-cost reporting standards. For more

information, see [GIGA].

28 February 2025 @ Time TBC, Asian Development

Bank, Japan

ADBI E-Learning Course on Frontiers in

High-Speed Rail Development

The ADBI E-Learning Course on High-Speed Rail (HSR)

development offers worldwide experience, challenges,

and advantages with Viet Nam as the focus. It

discusses previous contexts, economic effects,

transport options, and environmental gains across five

modules. Participants, who are primarily policymakers

from ADB developing member nations, will undergo

self-paced and facilitated sessions between 28

February and 28 March 2025. The course will seek to

strengthen HSR policymaking, generate new thinking,

and develop capacity through best practices, case

studies, and a concluding virtual policy workshop. For

more information, see [ABD].

28 February 2025 @ 11:00am - 12:00pm (GMT-5),

Wilson Center, USA

Seeking Peace across the Georgian-

Abkhazian Conflict: Writers from

Opposing Sides
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Guram Odisharia, former Minister of Culture of

Georgia and prize-winning writer, will talk about the

Georgia-Abkhazia history, the war in the 1990s, and its

long-lasting consequences, including his personal

experience as an internally displaced person. Decades

of promoting dialogue resulted in his 2024 book Two

Novels from the Caucasus, featuring novels from both

sides of the conflict. Odisharia will address how

literature can heal rifts and provide lessons for

conflicts across the broader Caucasus region. For more

information, see [Wilson Center].

28 February 2025 @ 2:00pm - 3:00pm (GMT-5),

Wilson Center, USA

War Termination: Prospects in the Short

to Medium Term

This online discussion will analyze the present stage of

the war in Ukraine, when intensified public and private

talks are under way. Liana Fix (Council on Foreign

Relations) and Sam Charap (Rand Corporation) will be

joined by Michael Kimmage (Kennan Institute) to

explore probable solutions for ending the war, the

hazards and promise of negotiations, and what shape

such talks could take, bilateral or multilateral. The

discourse will enlighten on the diplomacy complexities

in ending the war. For more information, see [Wilson

Center].

Calls

The University of Nottingham invites paper

proposals for the Nottingham International Criminal

Justice Conference, to be held on July 14-15, 2025, at

The School of Law at the University of Nottingham. The

deadline for abstract submission is March 21, 2025. For

more information, see [University of Nottingham].

Recent Book Releases

Bruno Leipold, Citizen Marx: Republicanism and the

Formation of Karl Marx’s Social and Political Thought.,

Princeton University Press, 440 pages, published

November 19, 2024. For a review, see [LSE].

Aiko Holvikivi, Billy Holzberg and Tomás Ojeda

(eds.), Transnational Anti-Gender Politics: Feminist

Solidarity in Times of Global Attack, Palgrave
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Macmillan, 302 pages, published June 9, 2024. For a

review, see [LSE].

 Jack Fairweather, The Prosecutor: One Man’s Battle

to Bring Nazis to Justice, Crown, 496 pages, published

March 27, 2025. For a review, see [New York Times

Review].

Yoni Appelbaum, Stuck: How the Privileged and the

Propertied Broke the Engine of American Opportunity,

Random House, 320 pages, published February 18,

2025. For a review, see [Penguin Books].

Alexander C. Karp and Nicholas W. Zamiska, The

Technological Republic: Hard Power, Soft Belief, and

the Future of the West, Crown Currency, 320 pages,

published February 18, 2025. For a review, see

[Penguin Books].

Jobs and Positions

Asian Development Bank - Fiji is looking for an

Economics Officer. The deadline for application

submission is March 10, 2025. For more information,

see [ADB].

Asian Development Bank – Mongolia is looking for a

Senior Country Economist. The deadline for

application submission is March 10, 2025. For more

information, see [ADB].

United Nations Development Programme -

Maldives is looking for a Consultant to Develop

Gender-Sensitive Media Reporting Guideline on DV

& GBV. The deadline for application submission is

March 9, 2025. For more information, see [UNDP].

United Nations Development Programme -

Moldova is looking for a National SDG Investor Map

Consultant. The deadline for application submission is

March 7, 2025. For more information, see [UNDP].

United Nations Secretariat – Sudan is looking for a

Senior Information Analyst, Political Affairs. The

deadline for application submission is March 7, 2025.

For more information, see [UN].

United Nations Department of Political and

Peacebuilding Affairs is looking for an Political

Affairs Intern. The deadline for application

submission is March 8, 2025. For more information,

see [UN DPPA].
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United Nations Development Programme - Sri

Lanka is looking for an Associate Human Rights

Officer (Nationals Only). The deadline for application

submission is March 7, 2025. For more information,

see [UNDP].

United Nations Human Settlements Programme is

looking for an Intern - Capacity Building and

Sustainable Urban Development. The deadline for

application submission is March 8, 2025. For more

information, see [UN Habitat].

University College Cork is looking for a Professor

(Scale 2) of Private Law. The deadline for application

submission is March 25, 2025. For more information,

see [University College Cork].

University of Auckland, New Zealand is looking for

an Associate Professor/Professor of Ethics. The

deadline for application submission is March 9, 2025.

For more information, see [University of Auckland].

University of Reading is offering an PhD in Law

Studentship. The deadline for application submission

is March 17, 2025. For more information, see

[University of Reading].

University of Wolverhampton is looking for a Head

of Department: Law. The deadline for application

submission is March 18, 2025. For more information,

see [University of Wolverhampton].

University of Northampton is looking for a Head of

School - Law, Criminology and Criminal Justice. The

deadline for application submission is March 5, 2025.

For more information, see [University of

Northampton].

University of Liverpool is looking for a Lecturer in

Intellectual Property Law. The deadline for

application submission is March 10, 2025. For more

information, see [University of Liverpool].

University of Hertfordshire is looking for a Senior

Lecturer in Law. The deadline for application

submission is March 9, 2025. For more information,

see [University of Hertfordshire].
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We would greatly appreciate your feedback! Please

send any feedback you have regarding this newsletter

to: info@cpg-online.de

Also, don't forget to Like CPG on Facebook, and

browse our website for other updates and news! 
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