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Dear Readers,

Welcome to this week’s issue of the Asia in Review (AiR)
covering the latest events, developments and trends in
domestic politics, international relations and

geopolitics in East Asia, South Asia, and Southeast Asia.

| wish you an informative read and extend special
greetings to everyone who celebrates England's Saint
George's Day, Syria's Evacuation Day, and Zimbabwe's
Independence Day this week.

With best regards,

Henning Glaser

Editor in Chief

Webpage: www.cpg-online.de, Facebook:
https://www.facebook.com/CPGT
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China: Top military general He Weidong
misses another high-level meeting

(Id) General He Weidong, second-ranked of two Vice
Chairmen of the Central Military Commission (CMC),
has not appeared in public for over a month and was
again absent from a major leadership meeting in
Beijing last week, fueling speculation about his status.

The two-day Central Conference on Work Relating to
Neighboring Countries began in Beijing on April 8.
According to state media Xinhua, all members of the
Communist Party's Politburo Standing Committee
attended, with General Secretary Xi Jinping delivering a
keynote speech. Other senior party and state officials
also participated. [Xinhua, in Chinese]

State broadcaster CCTV's news coverage showed the
full Politburo Standing Committee seated on the
rostrum, with other Politburo members in the front
row of the audience. Notably present was Zhang
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Youxia, first-ranked Vice Chairman of the CMC, seated
alongside Li Hongzhong, Vice Chairman of the National
People's Congress Standing Committee, and Chen
Wenqing, head of the Central Political and Legal Affairs
Commission. He Weidong did not appear in the
footage. [CCTV, in Chinese]

He, 68, previously served as Deputy Commander of the
Western Theater Command and Commander of both
the Army and Eastern Theater Command. He was
promoted in 2022 to the vice chairmanship of the CMC
in an unusual move that bypassed standard seniority
norms.

His last confirmed public appearance was on March 11
at the closing ceremony of the National People's
Congress. He has since missed multiple official events,
including a symposium marking the 20th anniversary
of the Anti-Secession Law on March 14 and a
traditional tree-planting event in Beijing's Tongzhou
District on April 2. The tree-planting ceremony is a
long-standing annual activity involving both national
leaders and military officials, with participation by the
CMC leadership for 43 consecutive years. Zhang Youxia
attended this year's event alongside Beijing Party
Secretary Yin Li, but He was absent. In both 2023 and
2024, He had participated in the activity alongside
Zhang. [CNN] [Lianhe Zaobao, in Chinese]

Speculation surrounding He's status intensified
following a March 25 report by The Washington Times,
which cited two U.S. defense officials claiming that
American intelligence agencies believe He is under
investigation. At a regular press briefing on March 27,
the defense ministry was asked about the rumors, but
responded without issuing a firm denial or clarification
(see AR No. 13, April/2025, 1).

China: Marriage registration streamlined
to boost marriage rates

(Ib) China has announced a major revision to its
marriage registration rules, aiming to simplify
procedures and encourage more young people to
marry. The updated regulations, approved by Premier
Li Qiang will come into force on May 10, 2025.

The most significant change allows couples to register
their marriage anywhere in mainland China, instead of
being restricted to the place of their household
registration (hukou). This shift is expected to benefit
many of the country’s mobile urban workforce, who
often live and work far from their registered
hometowns. By reducing travel and administrative
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costs, officials hope the reform will make marriage
more accessible. [Xinhua]

Under the new system, couples need only present
their national identification cards and sign a
declaration confirming they are unmarried and not
closely related by blood within three generations.
Previously, they also had to provide household
registration books. [International Services Shanghai]

The reform comes amid growing concern about
declining marriage and birth rates in China. In 2023,
only 6.83 million couples registered marriages—Iless
than half the number from a decade earlier. Fewer
marriages have contributed to a drop in births, raising
alarms about the country’s long-term demographic
and economic outlook. [Xinhua]

China: Sports industry to be strengthened

(Ib) The People’s Bank of China, together with the
General Administration of Sport and three other
agencies, has issued new guidelines aimed at boosting
financial support for the country’s growing sports
industry. The move forms part of a broader strategy to
stimulate domestic consumption, enhance public
health, and elevate China’s position as a global sports
power.

The document, Guiding Opinions on Financial Support
for the High-Quality Development of the Sports Industry,
outlines 16 measures to channel investment into
infrastructure, manufacturing, services, and
professional sports. It also targets emerging sectors
such as winter sports, which have seen a surge in
popularity since the 2022 Beijing Winter Olympics.

Calling the sports industry a “sunrise sector,” officials
emphasized its potential to drive quality growth and
improve livelihoods. Financial institutions are
encouraged to expand credit access for stadium
construction, outdoor venues, and integrated sports-
tourism-health projects. The policy also promotes
support for sports goods manufacturers, particularly
small and medium-sized enterprises, by backing
research, logistics, and digital transformation efforts.

Sports consumption is another key focus. The policy
encourages the use of digital finance tools—such as
digital RMB and themed sports coupons—to stimulate
spending on fitness, tourism, training, and events.
Professional sports clubs in football, basketball,
volleyball, and other disciplines are also set to benefit
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from diversified funding channels. [China International
Capital Corporation, in Chinese]

Insurance and bond markets will play a greater role in
supporting the industry, especially for long-term
infrastructure investment. The document calls for the
development of specialized insurance products for
athletes, venues, and events, while encouraging
greater participation in capital markets.

To ensure financial inclusion and long-term
sustainability, authorities plan to simplify loan
procedures, promote risk-sharing tools, and improve
access to credit data—particularly for first-time
borrowers. [Xinhua]

China: Weight management clinics to
tackle public health crisis expanded

(Ib) China is scaling up its national effort to combat
rising obesity by requiring most public hospitals to
establish weight management clinics by June 2025. In a
joint statement, the National Health Commission and
the State Administration of Traditional Chinese
Medicine announced that all general, children’s, and
traditional medicine hospitals under central and
provincial authorities must offer these services.

The new clinics are expected to provide a mix of in-
patient and out-patient support, with major hospitals
tasked with setting up dedicated obesity prevention
and control centers. Community-level health
institutions will play a complementary role by offering
follow-up services, referrals, and education to the
public. The authorities are also promoting the use of
digital tools such as artificial intelligence, internet-
based platforms, and wearable devices to support
personalized care.

The initiative prioritizes services for vulnerable groups,
including the elderly, pregnant women, children, and
patients with chronic diseases. These clinics will follow
a classified management system, tailoring
interventions to the individual's health profile and
needs. The expansion is part of China’s broader
strategy to reduce the burden of noncommunicable
diseases, especially diabetes and cardiovascular
disorders, which have surged alongside obesity rates.

A 2020 government report found that over 50 percent
of Chinese adults were either overweight or obese,
while nearly 20 percent of children aged six to
seventeen were considered obese. [BBC]
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The rise in childhood obesity, in particular, has raised
alarm among public health experts, prompting calls for
early intervention and education in schools. [The State
Council PRC]

China - Hong Kong: Another foreign judge
resigns from city’s top court

(Ib) Robert French, a former Chief Justice of Australia’s
High Court, has stepped down from his position as a
non-permanent judge on Hong Kong's Court of Final
Appeal (CFA). His resignation, announced on April 11,
marks another departure of a foreign judge from the
city’'s highest judicial body amid increasing concerns
over the erosion of the rule of law in Hong Kong,
particularly after the imposition of Beijing's national
security law in 2020. French’s decision follows a
pattern of resignations, as foreign judges have
increasingly distanced themselves from a court seen as
becoming more politically influenced. [Hong Kong Free
Press]

French, who joined the CFA in 2017, stated that the
role of non-permanent foreign judges had become
"increasingly anachronistic and arguably cosmetic." He
expressed respect for the integrity and independence
of Hong Kong's remaining judges but emphasized that
the presence of international jurists no longer played
the same meaningful role it once did. French’s
resignation came less than a year after another
prominent judge, Britain's Jonathan Sumption,
resigned following a politically charged case involving
pro-democracy activists (see AR No. 24, June/2024, 2).
French, however, rejected suggestions that foreign
judges on the CFA were complicit in the application of
national security laws, maintaining that their role had
become a symbolic gesture rather than a functional
one.

The resignation of French, who was set to serve until
2026, is part of a broader trend that has seen the
number of foreign judges on the CFA significantly
decline in recent years. Since the imposition of the
national security law, the CFA's foreign judge roster has
dropped from 13 to just five. This shift has sparked
international criticism, with many observers
questioning the independence of Hong Kong's judicial
system and its ability to maintain the "one country, two
systems" framework that was supposed to preserve
the city's autonomy under Chinese rule [The Sydney
Morning Herald].

The departure of foreign judges continues to fuel
concerns about the long-term viability of Hong Kong as
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an international legal hub, especially given the ongoing
crackdown on political dissent under the national
security law. Despite the government's assurances,
foreign judicial figures have increasingly questioned
whether they can continue to serve effectively within
this environment, casting further doubt on the future
of Hong Kong's judiciary. [Reuters]

China: Hong Kong's last major opposition
party takes step toward dissolution

(Ib) The Democratic Party of Hong Kong has begun
preparing to disband, ending more than three decades
of formal opposition politics in the city. On April 7, the
party voted overwhelmingly to form a committee to
manage the process, including financial and legal
matters. A final vote to confirm disbandment is
expected later in 2025, requiring approval from 75
percent of members.

The decision follows years of pressure under the
national security law imposed by Beijing in 2020. Party
leaders said they had little choice. Some founding
members, including Fred Li, suggested that mainland
authorities had conveyed unofficial warnings that
continued activity would trigger arrests. With no seats
in the legislature, plummeting fundraising, and
members in exile or prison, the party was effectively
paralyzed. [Reuters]

Founded in 1994, the Democratic Party emerged from
Hong Kong's earlier pro-democracy movement and
played a central role after the 1989 Tiananmen Square
crackdown. It was one of the most prominent
supporters of democratic reform ahead of the 1997
handover. But its strategy of compromise—particularly
a 2010 deal with Beijing on electoral reform—divided
the party and alienated younger activists. [The Japan
Times]

Recent electoral changes requiring candidates to
undergo loyalty screening further marginalized
moderate voices. Members no longer contest
elections, and public donations have collapsed.
According to party leader Lo Kin-hei, it was no longer
viable to function as a political party. Monthly
donations once totaling HKD 100,000 (USD 12,000)
now stand at around HKD 10,000 (USD 1,200). [The
New York Times]

While the government claims the national security law
has restored order, critics say it has erased civil
liberties and political diversity. If confirmed, the
Democratic Party’s dissolution will mark the end of a
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legal, organized pro-democracy opposition in Hong
Kong. Still, former leaders insist the desire for
democratic values will endure—even without parties
representing them.

China - Hong Kong: Police detain parents
of US-based activist Frances Hui

(Ib) Hong Kong's national security police have taken in
the parents of Frances Hui Wing-ting for questioning,
days after the United States imposed new sanctions on
Hong Kong officials over alleged acts of transnational
repression. Hui, who left Hong Kong in 2020 and now
resides in the United States, is among nineteen
overseas-based activists wanted for alleged violations
of the national security law. [Bangkok Post]

Hui's mother was seen leaving Tin Sum Police Station
in Sha Tin on April 10, while her father was taken to Ma
On Shan Police Station the same day. Both were
brought in by the National Security Department for
questioning related to Hui's case. [Hong Kong Free
Press]

The arrest warrant for Hui was first issued in
December 2023, along with six other activists.
Authorities placed HKD 1 million (USD 120,000) bounty
on her head and later revoked her Hong Kong passport
in December 2024. [Hong Kong 01, in Chinese]

Hui was the first prominent Hong Kong activist to be
granted political asylum in the United States. She
currently works as a policy and advocacy coordinator
at the Committee for Freedom in Hong Kong
Foundation, a Washington-based organization labeled
“anti-China” by Hong Kong authorities. Hui is accused
of colluding with foreign forces by calling for sanctions
and other punitive measures against China.

In early April, the US government imposed a fresh
round of sanctions on six Hong Kong officials, including
Secretary for Justice Paul Lam Ting-kwok and former
Commissioner of Police Raymond Siu Chak-yee. US
Secretary of State Marco Rubio said the sanctions were
a response to “acts of transnational repression” and
the erosion of freedoms in Hong Kong (see AiR No. 13,
April/2025, 1).

Beijing condemned the move, calling the sanctions
illegal and accusing the US of undermining Hong
Kong's stability and China’s development goals. The
Hong Kong government stated it would continue to
safeguard national security and would not be deterred
by foreign pressure. [Bangkok Post]
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China: Energy storage faces mounting
headwinds from tariffs and policy shift

(Ib) China's energy storage sector is under pressure as
it navigates a double blow: a steep 125 percent tariff
on exports to the United States [ABC News] and a
significant reduction in domestic policy support. These
developments threaten a rapid slowdown in what has
been one of China’s fastest-growing green tech
industries. The United States and China together
accounted for more than 70 percent of global energy
storage deployments last year, making this a pivotal
moment for Chinese suppliers. [CN Energy News, in
Chinese]

The tariff hike, introduced by the Trump
administration, targets a broad range of Chinese
exports and severely impacts companies like Sungrow
Power Supply, a major player in battery systems for
renewable energy. With the United States being
China’s largest overseas market for these products, the
new tariff regime could slash export volumes and
revenue. Sungrow's shares have reflected this
turbulence, falling by 50 percent since October 2024 to
around CNY 60 (USD 8), with a 16 percent loss in the
past month alone.

Domestically, the picture is also shifting. From June 1,
China’s clean energy projects will transition to market-
based electricity pricing. This change removes the
requirement for new wind and solar projects to include
energy storage components, reducing guaranteed
demand for battery systems. BloombergNEF forecasts
a 17 percent drop in domestic installations this year.
Analysts note that without continued subsidies or a
stable business model, many energy storage firms may
struggle to survive.

Industry figures such as Sungrow's general manager
for energy storage, Cao Wei, remain cautiously
optimistic. He argues that tougher conditions could
encourage innovation and weed out lower-quality
providers. Still, companies will need to adapt quickly.
“Whatever the policies, the first thing we need to do is
to make good products,” said Cao during a company-
hosted event in Hefei, Anhui province. Others,
including Greenpeace East Asia, have suggested that
firms will now shift focus inward to compete more
aggressively at home—though the shrinking market
may limit opportunities. [Bloomberg]

Meanwhile, broader economic tensions continue to
mount. China'’s top leaders are reportedly discussing
new stimulus measures in response to escalating
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tariffs from the United States, which also recently
slapped an 84 percent duty on liquefied petroleum gas
cargoes from China. These moves, coupled with
persistent consumer deflation, underscore the wider
uncertainty facing Chinese exporters and
manufacturers across sectors. [Bloomberg]

China: Premier Li Qiang urges stronger
macroeconomic measures amid mounting
external pressures

(Id) Chinese Premier Li Qiang on April 9 called for more
proactive and effective macroeconomic policies to
counter increasing external uncertainties, following the
United States' announcement of an effective 145
percent tariff on Chinese imports. The same day, Li
chaired a high-level symposium on China’s economic
situation, where he emphasized the urgent need to
accelerate the implementation of existing policies and
introduce new stimulus measures as needed.

The symposium brought together leading economists
and business figures, including Zhang Bin, depute
director of the Institute of World Economics and
Politics at Chinese Academy of Social Sciences, and
Peng Zhihui, co-founder of robotics startup AgiBot,
who shared their perspectives on current economic
challenges and policy directions.

Li emphasized the critical importance of economic
efforts in the second quarter. He urged officials to
intensify policy support and take more decisive action
to sustain growth. “(We should) respond to the
uncertainties of the external environment with strong
and effective policies,” he said, according to Xinhua
news agency. [Xinhua, in Chinese]

While Li did not reference specific countries or tariffs,
the remarks came on the same day China responded
to former U.S. President Donald Trump’s renewed
tariff threats. Despite positive indicators from the first
quarter, Premier Li acknowledged that external shocks
continue to exert downward pressure on the economy.

Li also stressed the need to prioritize job stability,
income growth, and expanded consumption in the
services sector. Further, Li called for efforts to energize
the business sector and alleviate financing difficulties,
urging improvements to the overall environment for
corporate development. [Reuters] [Lianhe Zaobao, in
Chinese]
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China: Employment support system for
graduates launched

(Id) China has announced plans to establish a
nationwide employment support system for university
graduates over the next three to five years, as the
country seeks to mitigate the economic strain caused
by its intensifying trade war with the United States.

The initiative, unveiled on April 8 by the general offices
of the Communist Party and the State Council, will
focus on a range of services including skills training,
career guidance, job search assistance, recruitment
support, help for disadvantaged groups, and
systematic monitoring of employment conditions.
Officials emphasized that implementation
responsibilities will fall on party, government, and
university leaders at all administrative levels. [Xinhua,
in Chinese]

The plan builds on a decision first introduced in
November and is part of a broader set of policies
aimed at stabilizing the domestic economy and
reinforcing market confidence amid escalating trade
tensions with Washington.

The proposed employment system is designed to
ensure “high-quality and full employment” for the
country’s growing number of university graduates. In
addition to providing employment services, authorities
pledged to align university programs with labor market
needs, expand postgraduate admissions, encourage
diverse career paths and internships, and improve on-
campus recruitment processes.

Further measures will include reforming recruitment
and qualification examinations for positions such as
public servants, supporting entrepreneurship and
start-ups, promoting volunteerism, and offering
subsidies and skill development assistance to
graduates from disadvantaged backgrounds.

China's job market has faced mounting pressure in
recent years. According to the Ministry of Education,
the country is expected to see a record 12.22 million
fresh graduates in 2025. Structural changes in the
economy and slowing growth have left many young
jobseekers—particularly those with university degrees
—without work. [Ministry of Education of China, in
Chinese]

In June 2023, the unemployment rate for people aged
16 to 24 reached an all-time high of 21.3 percent,
prompting the government to suspend publication of
the figure. Although the rate dropped in subsequent
months, it rose again to 16.9 percent in February 2025,
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marking the second consecutive monthly increase.
[South China Morning Post]

A recent commentary in People’s Daily, the official
newspaper of the Communist Party, highlighted
Beijing's intent to focus on strengthening the domestic
economy by raising incomes and reducing financial
burdens to buffer against the trade war's negative
impact on exports. [People’s Daily, in Chinese]

China: Advancing self-sufficiency in
critical high-purity quartz

(Ib) China has officially recognized high-purity quartz as
its 174th mineral species, following the discovery of
substantial domestic deposits in key regions including
the East Qinling Mountains and Altay. With this move,
the country aims to reduce its dependence on imports
of this strategic raw material, particularly for
semiconductors and photovoltaics. High-purity quartz,
defined as having at least 99.995 percent silicon
dioxide purity after processing, is vital for high-tech
industries due to their resistance to heat and
corrosion, and its superior optical and electrical
insulation properties. [Sina , in Chinese]

Until now, China has relied heavily on imports from the
United States and Norway, which accounted for about
70 percent of the global market. In 2024, China's
dependency on imports remained at 85 percent. This
left the country vulnerable to external supply shocks
and trade frictions. [OEC]

New domestic exploration efforts, however, have
uncovered reserves that the Ministry of Natural
Resources estimates could meet national
semiconductor-grade quartz needs for the next
decade. These discoveries mark a shift toward
enhanced supply chain resilience and greater control
over high-tech industrial inputs. The government plans
to build three-to-five-million-ton production bases
within three years to further scale domestic output.
Production capacity is expected to exceed 50,000 tons
annually, which will cover demand for low- and mid-
grade applications. In sectors like photovoltaics, where
quartz crucibles make up 15 to 20 percent of silicon
wafer production costs, localization could reduce
industrial costs by 10 to 15 percent. Notably, domestic
replacement of high-purity quartz sand in the
photovoltaic sector has already grown from 30 percent
in 2023 to 65 percent in early 2025.

China's share of globally proven, economically
recoverable reserves of high-purity quartz is projected
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to rise from under three percent in 2020 to 12 percent
in 2025. This increase could weaken the influence of
traditional suppliers and realign global trade flows. As
the country expands its photovoltaic capacity—
expected to surpass 200 GW in 2025—the shift toward
resource autonomy will be critical to avoiding previous
pitfalls seen with lithium and cobalt. The government’s
“2025-2035 strategic minerals plan” explicitly targets
full self-sufficiency in high-end quartz materials by
2030.

In parallel, broader mineral exploration has boosted
reserves of twelve other critical elements, including
copper, gallium, and indium, while new zirconium and
hafnium finds in Hainan and Guangxi have
strengthened material security for new energy sectors.
These efforts are part of a larger push to support
China’'s ambitions as a manufacturing and
technological leader—both through domestic
capability and tighter control over strategic inputs.
[China Daily] [South China Morning Post]

China: Tariffs trigger shipping standstill

(Ib) In the wake of the escalation in tariffs, trade flows
between China and the United States have slowed to a
near standstill. On April 9, just one day after former
U.S. President Donald Trump announced a steep 125
percent tariff on Chinese imports—bringing total levies
to 145 percent when including previous penalties—
major Chinese ports like Shanghai and Shenzhen saw
outbound container traffic to the U.S. drop sharply.
Exporters rushed to load goods ahead of the deadline,
but many missed the cut-off, leaving stacks of
containers stranded at terminals in Yangshan,
Waigaogiao, and Yantian.

Ports that had been bustling only days earlier have
quieted. Operators report that large volumes of
containers are now piled up in storage yards awaiting
customs clearance or retrieval by owners. In southern
China, especially in Guangdong and Zhejiang
provinces, warehouses are filled with unsent goods,
while export factories have slowed or entirely halted
production. With uncertainty dominating the trade
environment, many exporters have chosen to suspend
shipments altogether. [Caixin, in Chinese]

The economic ripple effects are beginning to show.
Zhejiang and Guangdong, which together accounted
for over USD 1.3 trillion (CNY 9.4 trillion) in exports in
2024, are now facing acute slowdowns. Industries tied
to electronics, auto parts, and consumer goods have
reported mass inactivity. Small business owners speak
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of stagnation and depression, with shuttered factories,
empty restaurants, and little sign of consumer
spending. One businessman described a formerly
crowded Shanghai restaurant now nearly empty, with
more staff than patrons. [Radio Free Asia]

Analysts expect the damage to deepen. Capital
Economics projects a potential drop of one to 1.5
percent in China's gross domestic product if U.S.
demand continues to collapse. According to Huatai
Futures, at least 26 sailings from China to U.S. ports
are set to be canceled between April 14 and May 11,
representing a 40 percent reduction in container
capacity. With goods already in transit exempt from
the new tariffs—if shipped before April 9—the
scramble to beat the deadline has now given way to
paralysis and a wait-and-see approach. [Caixin 2]

The tit-for-tat between Washington and Beijing began
in February, when the U.S. imposed a 10 percent tariff
citing China's role in fentanyl trafficking. China
retaliated with tariffs on energy and industrial goods,
prompting Trump to increase levies further. On April
11, China responded again, raising tariffs on U.S. goods
to 125 percent from 84 percent. With both sides locked
in a retaliatory cycle, exporters and policymakers alike
are bracing for long-term disruption.

Hong Kong outlines plan to support logistics and shipping
amid tariff pressure

The Hong Kong government has pledged to take a
more active role in guiding the city’s logistics, shipping,
and aviation sectors as the US-China trade war
intensifies. Secretary for Transport and Logistics Mable
Chan said the government would implement five
strategic measures in response to growing instability
triggered by sweeping tariffs imposed by Washington.

In an interview published on April 11, Chan explained
that additional US duties—now as high as 145 percent
—are hitting not only mainland Chinese goods but also
some Hong Kong-origin products. The impact has been
especially acute for a city that handles significant
volumes of transshipment cargo. To counter this, Chan
said the government will propose legislative
amendments next year to expand the cargo exemption
from customs declaration, aiming to boost the city's
role as a regional logistics hub.

Chan noted that Hong Kong would also assist the
trading sector in finding opportunities in emerging
markets. While the city once relied heavily on Europe
and the United States, many companies have shifted
focus toward Asian markets. The government will
promote new growth areas and strengthen logistics
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ties with inland Chinese manufacturing regions
through interprovincial cargo channels. Chan is
expected to promote the Hong Kong port during an
upcoming visit to Chongging.

The city will also deepen its international shipping
presence. A ship management office will be opened in
the Middle East next year to attract more vessel
registrations. In aviation, Hong Kong plans to diversify
by exploring aircraft leasing as a financing model.
These initiatives are designed to maintain the city's
competitiveness and reinforce its position as a logistics
and transport hub despite external pressures.

Financial Secretary Paul Chan added that Hong Kong
will remain a “free port,” emphasizing that the city's
commitment to open trade policies remains
unchanged—even as the geopolitical environment
becomes more volatile. [Hong Kong Free Press]

China: Strengthening military drug
oversight with new enforcement
guidelines

(Ib) On April 10, Chinese President Xi Jinping, in his
capacity as chairman of the Central Military
Commission, signed an order issuing updated
guidelines for enforcing the country’s drug
administration law within the armed forces. The
document, jointly released by the State Council and the
Central Military Commission, outlines new measures to
tighten the control and management of
pharmaceuticals used by military personnel.

The revised guidelines, which will come into effect on
June 1, focus on improving the regulation of military
drug reserves. This includes ensuring a stable supply of
essential medicines, refining the procedures for
managing specially-needed drugs, and encouraging the
rational use of pharmaceuticals across military
institutions. The updates reflect growing concerns over
supply chain resilience and medical preparedness in
light of recent geopolitical tensions.

The new rules also enhance drug safety supervision
within the military. A stricter quality sampling and
inspection framework will be implemented, aimed at
identifying and mitigating safety risks earlier. The
guidelines introduce targeted mechanisms to prevent
illegal activities related to drug use and distribution,
including more robust enforcement against
counterfeiting and corruption in procurement
processes.
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Premier Li Qiang has also signed a State Council
decree to authorize the rollout of these measures,
signaling top-level commitment to overhauling how
medicines are handled within the People’s Liberation
Army. While no public cost estimate was provided,
similar central directives in the past have drawn
funding in the range of CNY 500 million (USD 69
million) to CNY 1 billion (USD 139 million), depending
on scope and implementation phase. [Xinhua]

China: Veteran support with new jobs and
training campaign launched

(Ib) Chinese authorities have launched a nationwide
campaign to boost employment for ex-service
personnel, running from April to November 2025. The
initiative, jointly led by six government bodies including
the Ministry of Veterans Affairs and the Ministry of
Human Resources and Social Security, seeks to
improve data sharing between local human resources,
finance, and tax agencies to monitor veterans'
employment status more effectively. The campaign will
use both online and offline channels to organize
intensive recruitment activities targeting a wide range
of industries.

The policy guidance underscores the role of private
companies in veteran employment and encourages
state-owned enterprises to run targeted recruitment
drives. At the same time, authorities aim to align
training programs with emerging sectors such as
artificial intelligence. Veterans are expected to receive
upskilling in areas like algorithm design, data
processing, and engineering applications, aiming to
integrate them into China's broader economic
modernization goals.

While the local government did not disclose specific
funding levels, the expansion of preferential treatment
projects and support networks likely involves increased
investment. If following recent patterns, local subsidies
and support packages could reach upwards of CNY 10
million (USD 1.3 million) for select programs in major
cities.

China: State Council to oversee
investigation into deadly nursing home
fire in Hebei

(Id) China’s State Council announced on April 9 that it
will directly supervise the investigation into a fire that
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killed at least 20 people at a nursing home in Chengde,
a city in northern Hebei province. The blaze broke out
on April 8 at a seniors’ residential complex in Longhua
County. [Xinhua 1, in Chinese]

In a statement, the State Council said it has instructed
Hebei provincial authorities to submit a full
investigation report for review and approval. The
report, along with any penalties and corrective
measures, will be made public. The person in charge of
the Guoen Senior Home has already been detained by
local police for investigation. [Xinhua 2, in Chinese]

Public records indicate the facility housed 260 elderly
residents at the time of the fire. Among them, 98 were
completely disabled, 84 were semi-disabled, and 78
were capable of self-care. The Guoen Senior Home,
which opened in 2016, had been designated a “grade
one nursing home” by the Hebei provincial civil affairs
department. Its official business license allowed it to
provide housing, food, and day care for elderly and
disabled individuals.

Authorities have not yet disclosed the cause of the fire,
which remains under investigation. [South China
Morning Post]

Japan: Governing coalition weighs cash
handouts to ease tariff, inflation impact

(dqgl) Japan'’s ruling coalition, consisting of the Liberal
Democratic Party and its junior partner Komeito, is
reportedly considering a cash handout program to
ease the economic strain caused by persistent inflation
and newly imposed U.S. tariffs. Proposed payments
range from JPY 30,000 to JPY 50,000 (USD 207-USD
345), though debate continues over eligibility and
funding.

The plan emerged following Chief Cabinet Secretary
Yoshimasa Hayashi's request for policy options to
support the economy. LDP Policy Chief Itsunori
Onodera emphasized the need for careful deliberation,
noting the importance of assessing which sectors are
most affected.

Onodera also stated that the government should
remain level-headed and avoid rushing decisions.
Hayashi confirmed that no extra budget has been
considered for the current fiscal year ending March
2026.

The proposed support comes as Japan faces growing
economic pressure, including cost-push inflation
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driven by rising food prices—especially rice—and the
impact of new U.S. tariffs, including a 24 percent levy
on Japanese goods and a 25 percent duty on cars.
[Kyodo News]

Japan: Ruling coalition considers reviving
utility bill subsidies amid rising energy
costs

(dqgl) Senior members of Japan's ruling coalition,
consisting of the Liberal Democratic Party (LDP) and
Komeito, agreed on April 15 to consider reinstating
utility bill subsidies to ease the burden of rising
electricity and gas costs. LDP Secretary General Hiroshi
Moriyama and Komeito counterpart Makoto Nishida
discussed using current fiscal year reserve funds to
finance the measure. Moriyama noted the need to
consult opposition parties, as the coalition lacks a
majority in the House of Representatives.

The government previously provided subsidies during
periods of extreme heat and elevated energy prices,
with the program running intermittently from January
2023 to May 2024. Over JPY 4 trillion (USD 28 billion)
has been allocated to date, though recent support has
been scaled back.

LDP and Komeito leaders expressed support for
reintroducing the subsidies quickly, possibly as early as
June. [Kyodo News]

Japan: Record drop in population deepens
demographic crisis

(dqgl) Japan’s population of Japanese nationals fell to
120.3 million as of October 2024, a record decline of
898,000 from the previous year, driven by an aging
society and declining birthrate, according to
government estimates.

Including foreign residents, the total population
dropped by 550,000 to 123.8 million, marking the 14th
consecutive year of decline. The number of children
aged 14 and under fell by 343,000 to a record low of
13.83 million (11.2 percent of the total), while the
elderly population aged 65 and over rose slightly to
36.24 million (29.3 percent).

The working-age population (15-64) decreased by
224,000 to 73.73 million, making up 59.6 percent of the
total. [Kyodo News] [Newsweek]
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Japan: TEPCO launches second trial to
remove nuclear fuel debris from
Fukushima reactor

(ad) Tokyo Electric Power Company (TEPCO) started a
second test to retrieve a small sample of nuclear fuel
debris from the No. 2 reactor at the damaged
Fukushima Daiichi nuclear plant. The trial began on the
morning of April 15 and follows a similar attempt in
November, when 0.7 grams of debris were removed
despite technical issues.

This time, TEPCO planned to use the same method—
deploying a slim pipe-like device—to extract several
grams of debris from different spots within a 2-meter
range, due to variation in debris conditions. The
company hoped to gather more data to support future
large-scale removal and expected to complete the
retrieval as early as next week.

An estimated 880 tons of melted fuel mixed with parts
of structures remain in reactors No. 1, 2, and 3, making
this phase the most challenging part of
decommissioning due to persistent high radiation
levels. [NHK]

Japan: Government to allocate 1.8 percent
of GDP to defense in 2025

(ad) Japan plans to spend JPY 9.9 trillion (USD 70 billion)
on defense and related costs in fiscal 2025, amounting
to 1.8 percent of the country’s GDP from three years
prior, Defense Minister Gen Nakatani announced. This
includes JPY 8.5 trillion (USD 59.5 billion) for defense
and JPY 1.5 trillion (USD 10.5 billion) for related areas
like the coast guard and cybersecurity. The move is
part of Japan’s broader goal, set in 2022, to increase
defense spending to 2 percent of GDP by fiscal 2027 in
response to growing regional threats from China and
North Korea.

Japan, traditionally limiting defense spending to
around 1 percent of GDP due to its pacifist
constitution, has ramped up its military budget amid
rising pressure from the US under President Donald
Trump, who has urged allies to contribute more to
shared defense burdens. The latest figures show
steady progress, following previous spending levels of
1.4 percent and 1.6 percent of GDP in fiscal 2023 and
2024, respectively. Prime Minister Ishiba has stated
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that spending could exceed 2 percent beyond 2027 if
the security situation requires it.

Meanwhile, new US Undersecretary of Defense for
Policy Elbridge Colby has called on Japan to boost its
defense budget to 3 percent of GDP as soon as
possible. [Kyodo News]

Japan: Government to investigate surge in
major wildfires

(ad) The Japanese government has set up a joint expert
panel, led by the Fire and Disaster Management
Agency and the Forestry Agency, to investigate the
recent surge in large-scale wildfires across the country.
The panel held its first meeting on April 11 following
major fires in prefectures like Iwate, Okayama, and
Ehime. In Iwate’s Ofunato City alone, around 2,900
hectares burned—nearly 9 percent of the city—with
over 200 buildings damaged.

Experts on the panel highlighted the role of tree
canopy fires in accelerating the spread and
emphasized the need to study how quickly leaves and
branches ignite. They also pointed to the complex
terrain and local weather patterns near residential
foothill areas as contributing factors. The panel plans
to explore ways to strengthen the fire department's
response and will compile a report by summer. [NHK]

Mongolia: 6.6 percent GDP growth
forecasted in 2025, driven by mining and
agricultural recovery

(fs) The Asian Development Bank (ADB) projects
Mongolia's economy to grow by 6.6 percent in 2025,
supported by the recovery of the agriculture sector
and continued expansion in mining.

According to ADB's latest report, the revitalization of
agriculture, which suffered significant losses in 2023
and 2024, is expected to contribute substantially to
economic growth this year. [ADB]

Another driver will be the Oyu Tolgoi copper mine,
whose increased production is anticipated to boost
economic performance through 2025 and 2026.
Additionally, rising infrastructure investments and
domestic demand are expected to support overall
growth.
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Inflation, however, is forecasted to reach 9.1 percentin
2025, before easing slightly to 7 percent in 2026. The
ADB identifies risks such as falling commodity prices,
decreased coal demand, and stronger than expected
inflationary pressures, which may prompt tighter
monetary policy.

Regionally, renewed U.S. tariffs could negatively impact
developing Asian economies. Regional growth is
expected to slow to 4.9 percent in 2025 and 4.7
percent in 2026, with tariffs potentially reducing GDP
by 33 to 100 basis points. [Bloomberg TV]

Mongolia: Foreign exchange reserves rise
to over USD 5 billion after early-year
decline

(fs) Mongolia's foreign exchange reserves exceeded
USD 5 billion as of April 8, marking a recovery after a
decline earlier in the year.

At the end of 2024, reserves reached a historic high of
USD 5.5 billion, but dropped by 11.8 percent to USD
4.8 billion in January. The fluctuation is attributed to
the balance of foreign currency flows, with the initial
decline linked to rising imports, particularly vehicle
purchases and increased spending on tourism.

The recent 1.9 percent increase, equivalent to USD 95
million, was driven by improved net foreign currency
inflows through the banking system, a sustained
positive trade balance and successful refinancing of
government bonds due in 2024,

Additionally, the central bank reported a sharp rise in
gold purchases, reaching 2.3 tons in the first two
months of 2025, an 88 percent increase from the same
period last year. [News.mn]

Mongolia: Ulaanbaatar to construct
sludge incineration plant

(fs) A sludge incineration plant with a daily processing
capacity of 250 cubic meters will be constructed in
Ulaanbaatar between 2025 and 2027.

The facility aims to reduce soil and water pollution by
treating sludge from both the central wastewater
treatment plant and domestic sources. The project
site, covering approximately 40,000 square meters, will
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be located in front of the existing wastewater
treatment plant.

The plant is expected to process around 238 tons of
sludge daily, with the total sludge reserve estimated at
843,200 cubic meters.

The project also includes energy recovery features, as
gases generated during incineration may be used for
electricity generation, and low-pressure steam will
support the drying process. Ash from gas purification
will be either buried or reused as construction
material. [Akipress]

Mongolia: Cabinet addresses legal
investigation into Tugrug Nuur coal
deposit

(fs) During a cabinet meeting held on April 9, N. Uchral,
Minister and Chief Cabinet Secretary of Mongolia,
presented developments concerning the Tugrug Nuur
coal deposit in Bayan soum, Tuv province.

Recognized as a strategic mineral deposit, the site is
currently linked to legal investigations involving SAMEH
LLC, a shareholder in Togrug Nuur Energy LLC, the
license holder for the deposit. Authorities are
investigating the company for alleged offenses
including tax evasion, money laundering, fraud,
corruption, and conflicts of interest.

In response, Uchral was instructed to provide financial
and economic services to support the investigation.
Justice Minister O. Altangerel was tasked with
coordinating legal cooperation and information
exchange with authorities in the British Virgin Islands,
the Cayman Islands, Hong Kong, and Singapore.

Furthermore, Industry and Minerals Minister Ts.
Tuvaan has been instructed to reassess the criteria for
strategic mineral deposit classification and to propose
an updated resolution for cabinet review. [GoGo]

South Korea: Former president appears in
court for first criminal trial over
insurrection charges

(kp/fn) Former President Yoon Suk Yeol attended his
first criminal trial on April 14 at the Seoul Central
District Court, facing charges of insurrection. The
hearing marked the former Prosecutor General's


https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-sdtkidy-l-dl/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-sdtkidy-l-dr/

return to the courtroom, not as a prosecutor but as a
defendant, following his impeachment and removal
from office earlier on April 4.

The charges stem from Yoon's brief declaration of
martial law in December 2024, during which military
troops were deployed to the National Assembly in
what prosecutors allege was an attempt to block
lawmakers from overturning the decree. The National
Assembly swiftly moved to impeach him, and the
Constitutional Court upheld the motion, ending Yoon's
presidency. This criminal trial marks a historic moment
as the first ousted South Korean president is tried for
attempting to overthrow the democratic system.

Yoon's legal team argued that the martial law
declaration lasted only from approximately 10:30 p.m.
on December 3 until early the following morning, and
that it was rescinded peacefully once the National
Assembly demanded its lifting. Yoon maintained that
the action, being short-lived and nonviolent, did not
meet the legal definition of insurrection.

The court has barred all photography and video
recordings of the hearing, further differentiating
Yoon's trial from those of previous presidents Park
Geun-hye and Lee Myung-bak, whose courtroom
appearances were made public. Though the law
permits judges to authorize photography based on
public interest or the defendant's consent, no such
allowance was made in Yoon's case. Yoon was also
permitted to enter the courthouse through an
underground parking entrance away from the public
eye for cited security reasons. These decisions have
been met with harsh backlash from representatives of
the Democratic Party (DP), many of whom criticized the
court for undermining transparency with the public by
affording Yoon special privileges.

During the first hearing, the court conducted an
identity check on Yoon, after which prosecutors and
the former president’s legal team presented their
respective arguments. Two military officers were called
to testify as witnesses. Prosecutors highlighted Yoon's
prior preparations and alleged intent to initiate a riot,
arguing that the martial law attempt was part of a
deliberate effort to subvert the Constitution.

Under South Korean law, a conviction for leading an
insurrection can result in the death penalty or life
imprisonment. Historical precedent includes former
President Chun Doo-hwan, who was convicted of
insurrection, initially sentenced to death, and later had
his sentence reduced to life imprisonment before
being pardoned in 1997. Since his removal from office,
Yoon has vacated the presidential residence in



Hannam-dong and now resides in his private home.
[Yonhap News Agency] [The Korea Herald]

South Korea: Candidates step forward as
presidential race heats up with June 3
election date confirmed

(kp/fn) With South Korea’s presidential election
formally scheduled for June 3 following the
Constitutional Court's removal of former President
Yoon Suk-yeol on April 4, conservative party candidates
are rapidly entering the race to replace him. While the
Democratic Party of Korea (DPK) has coalesced around
former leader Lee Jae-myung, the People Power Party
(PPP) remains fragmented with multiple hopefuls vying
for the nomination.

Among those who have officially entered the race, Kim
Moon-soo, a former l[abor minister and governor of
Gyeonggi Province, is positioning himself as a leading
conservative voice. He has gained traction among PPP
supporters, leading recent Gallup Korea polls with 23
percent support in that bloc. Rep. Ahn Cheol-soo, a
former entrepreneur and repeat presidential
contender, has also declared his candidacy, calling for
constitutional reform and a shift to two four-year
presidential terms. Both candidates, however, face
steep challenges in expanding their appeal beyond the
conservative base. Others, including former interim
PPP leader Han Dong-hoon, PPP representative Na
Kyung-won, and former Daegu Mayor Hong Joon-pyo,
have also announced their candidacies. Despite
growing pressure to unite behind a strong candidate,
the party has yet to find a standard-bearer capable of
consolidating support. [The Korea Herald 1] [Yonhap
News Agency]

The PPP’'s once-expanding field has recently narrowed.
Seoul Mayor Oh Se-hoon and former lawmaker Yoo
Seong-min both withdrew from contention over the
weekend, citing concerns about party direction and
internal resistance to reform. Acting President Han
Duck-soo, once floated as a centrist consensus
candidate, has remained silent on entering the race
and faces logistical hurdles if he chooses to run. [The
Korea Times]

Meanwhile, Lee Jae-myung has emerged as the
dominant figure in the DPK, quickly announcing his
candidacy after resigning from party leadership.
Despite criticism from intra-party rivals over revised
primary rules seen as favoring him, Lee maintains a
commanding lead in hypothetical head-to-head
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matchups, outperforming each of the six leading
conservative candidates by double-digit margins.

Recent court rulings have alleviated some legal
concerns, and his base of loyal supporters continues to
bolster his campaign. With time running short before
the official campaign period, both parties face urgent
pressure to heal internal rifts and present unified
platforms to voters. Despite the Democratic Party's
wide list of candidates, including current Gyeonggi
Province Governor Kim Dong-yeon, former Prime
Minister Kim Boo-kyum, and former Gyeongnam
Governor Kim Kyung-soo, Lee remains dominant
across the polls, leaving the PPP at a disadvantage
without a unifying figure to unite voters. [The Korea
Herald 2][Chosun Biz]

South Korea: Political broker Myung Tae-
kyun granted bail after being indicted
over election corruption

(mm) After 145 days of detention, political broker
Myung Tae-kyun and former People Power Party (PPP)
policy maker Kim Young-sun, who were both indicted
for violating the Political Funds Act, have been granted
bail. Myung and Kim were arrested on November 15
last year for allegedly exchanging KRW 80.7 million
(USD 54,000) through Kim's campaign finance manager
in an attempt secure Kim's nomination as a National
Assembly candidate in 2023.

Myung is at the centre of widespread election
interference allegations and is accused of accepting
bribes in exchange for political nominations, allegedly
leveraging his connections with high-profile South
Korean politicians, including former President Yoon
Suk-yeol and former First Lady Kim Keon Hee. These
claims have led to broader investigations into
corruption within the ruling PPP's candidate
nomination process.

The investigation is linked to Myung's polling firm,
Future Korea Research Institute, which is accused of
producing manipulated opinion polls for hopeful
candidates.

In a separate case Myung and former Future Korea
Research Institute Chief Kim Tae-yeo have also been
indicted for accepting bribes from two preliminary
candidates in the 2022 local elections. As part of the
probe, prosecutors also raided the residence and
office of Seoul Mayor Oh Se-hoon and interrogated
two of his former aides. [Korea JoongAng Daily]
[Chosun Biz Daily]
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South Korea: Justice minister reinstated
after constitutional court rejects
impeachment

(kp) South Korea’s Constitutional Court unanimously
rejected the National Assembly's impeachment motion
against Justice Minister Park Sung-jae on April 10,
allowing him to resume his duties after a 119-day
suspension. The court acknowledged certain legal
violations but concluded they were not severe enough
to justify his removal from office.

The impeachment motion, passed on December 12,
accused Park of failing to oppose former President
Yoon Suk-yeol's martial law declaration during a
Cabinet meeting and of later meeting with then-
Interior Minister Lee Sang-min at a presidential safe
house to discuss potential follow-up actions.
Lawmakers also cited Park’s refusal to submit
parliamentary documents, such as special expense
records from the Daejeon District Prosecutors' Office
and prison transfer logs related to Jang Si-ho, a key
figure in the 2016 Park Geun-hye presidential
impeachment case, as well as his early departure from
a plenary session as breaches of duty.

While the court upheld the legitimacy of the
impeachment motion as part of holding public officials
accountable, it dismissed allegations that Park played
an active role in supporting or enabling martial law.
The ruling clarified that merely attending a Cabinet
meeting or failing to express opposition does not
equate to endorsing or reinforcing the president's
actions. It further determined that Park’s subsequent
meeting at the safe house did not amount to
involvement in an insurrection.

Regarding the refusal to submit documents, the court
found that Park had violated the Act on Testimony and
Appraisal Before the National Assembly. However, it
noted that he later allowed lawmakers to inspect
relevant records during a site visit, lessening the
gravity of the offense. The court also ruled that the
Assembly’s request for certain documents had
procedural flaws and that there was no legal obligation
for Cabinet members to remain present during the
entirety of a vote. [The Chosun Daily]

South Korea: Acting President Han Duck-
soo meets legal backlash upon appointing
supreme and constitutional court justices
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(kp) South Korea's Acting President and Prime Minister
Han Duck-soo has appointed Ma Yong-ju to the
Supreme Court and Ma Eun-hyeok to the
Constitutional Court, while nominating Lee Wan-kyu
and Ham Sang-hun to fill upcoming vacancies on the
Constitutional Court. The appointments, announced on
April 8, come ahead of the scheduled retirement of
justices Moon Hyung-bae and Lee Mi-son on April 18
and are intended to prevent delays in major court
decisions, according to Han.

Citing looming cases, including the impeachment trial
of the deputy prime minister for economic affairs and
unresolved proceedings involving the police chief, Han
stated that the judiciary faced a risk of institutional
paralysis. “If another vacancy were to arise in the
Constitutional Court, it could significantly delay rulings
on critical matters such as election oversight,
emergency fiscal measures, and trade disputes,” he
warned. Han emphasized that the nominees were
experienced legal professionals respected for their
fairness and legal judgment.

However, the appointments were met with fierce
opposition from the main opposition Democratic Party
of Korea (DPK), which labeled the move
“unconstitutional.” The DPK argued that an acting
president lacks the democratic legitimacy to make
Constitutional Court appointments, a power
traditionally reserved for an elected head of state.
Party members, have argued that an acting president’s
role is to maintain continuity, not to wield full
presidential authority.

The DPK was especially critical of Lee Wan-kyu's
nomination, alleging his involvement in the
controversial martial law plan that led to the
impeachment of former President Yoon Suk-yeol.
Lawmakers accused Lee of participating in a secret
post-failure meeting on the plan and questioned his
suitability for the court. Members of the National
Assembly’s Legislation and Judiciary Committee joined
the criticism, with Committee Chair Jung Chung-rae
calling the nominations “illegal and invalid.” [The
Chosun Daily]

Furthermore, the party announced its intention to
challenge the nominations of Lee and Ham as
Constitutional Court justices. DP floor leader Park
Chan-dae stated the party would file a jurisdictional
dispute and seek an injunction to block the
nominations, labeling the decision an “unconstitutional
abuse of power” by “insurrectionist forces.” [Korea
JoongAng Daily]
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South Korea: Industry ministry to invest
in infrastructure for Al and advanced
industry materials

(kp) South Korea plans to invest KRW 60 billion
(approximately USD 40.4 million) by 2028 to bolster
infrastructure for the development of materials and
components critical to emerging industries, including
artificial intelligence (Al) and advanced biotechnology.
The initiative, announced by the Ministry of Trade,
Industry and Energy on April 9, is part of the
government's broader strategy to strengthen
technological capabilities and stabilize industrial supply
chains. The funding will be used to build specialized
research facilities and testing equipment essential for
developing next-generation technologies. Key areas of
focus include materials for advanced Al chips and
messenger RNA-based pharmaceuticals, which are
seen as foundational to future industrial
competitiveness.

According to the ministry, the investment aims to
support both public and private sector efforts in
achieving innovation and securing self-reliance in core
technologies. The initiative also seeks to reinforce
South Korea's position in global supply chains by
reducing dependence on foreign suppliers for high-
tech components. [Yonhap News Agency]

South Korea: Special investigation into
evasion of antidumping tariffs launched

(fn) The Korea Customs Service (KCS) announced on
April 14 the initiation of a special inspection aimed at
addressing the evasion of antidumping tariffs. A
specialized task force has been formed to oversee the
investigation, which will continue until July 22.

The inquiry centers on circumvention dumping, a tactic
used by companies to evade antidumping duties by
making minor alterations to the affected products.
Firms found to be in violation of these rules may
encounter back taxes and criminal prosecution,
according to the KCS.

An anonymous official from the KCS cautioned that
there may be an uptick in low-cost products entering
the South Korean market from third countries that are
having difficulties exporting to the U.S. as they attempt
to avoid American antidumping tariffs.

This move follows U.S. President Donald Trump's
recent declaration of reciprocal tariffs specific to
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countries, which imposes 145 percent duties on
Chinese goods-though the enforcement has been
postponed for 90 days. [Yonhap News Agency]

South Korea: Acting President promises
more support to boost auto Industry amid
U.S. tariffs

(fn) Acting President Han Duck-soo visited Kia
Corporation's manufacturing plant in Gwangju on April
15 and promised further governmental support for the
South Korean auto sector following the
implementation of new U.S. tariffs. This visit followed
closely on the heels of the United States enforcing a 25
percent tariff on all imported vehicles, which poses a
significant threat to one of South Korea's vital
industries.

Han pointed out that around 35 percent of the cars
made at the Gwangju plant are exported to the United
States, implying that the tariffs could notably affect
both the plant and its workers. He emphasized the
ongoing initiatives to reduce the impact through
diplomatic negotiations, mentioning that U.S. President
Trump has shown a readiness to prioritize talks with
South Korea and other allies.

The acting president also referred to the government's
recent declaration to inject an extra KRW 2 trillion
(approximately USD 1.35 billion) into the auto industry.
In addition, the government intends to boost the
budget allocated for research and development within
the sector.

Han assured that the government is prepared to
consider introducing more support initiatives in close
collaboration with the industry, based on how the
situation evolves. [Yonhap News Agency]

South Korea: ICT exports grow 9.4 percent
in March

(fn) In March, South Korea's exports of information and
communication technology (ICT) products saw a year-
on-year increase of 9.4 percent, amounting to USD
20.58 billion, as reported by the Ministry of Science
and ICT. This growth was largely attributed to a robust
global demand for semiconductors and mobile
handsets.
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Exports of semiconductors rose by 11.8 percent to USD
13.06 billion, driven by an increased need for Al-related
chips. Additionally, exports of computers and
communication equipment surged 28.1 percent to USD
1.31 billion, while mobile phone shipments grew 14.5
percent to USD 1 billion. Display panel exports
experienced a slight increase of 1.3 percent to USD
1.64 billion, influenced in part by inventory
adjustments from corporate clients in response to U.S.
tariffs.

On the import side, the value of ICT product imports
rose 6.8 percent to USD 12.21 billion, leading to a trade
surplus of USD 8.37 billion in the sector.

Regionally, exports to China and Hong Kong decreased
by 12.2 percent to USD 7.35 billion due to lower
demand for chips and computers. Conversely, exports
to Vietnam increased 14.6 percent to USD 3.43 billion.
Japan saw a 3.3 rise to USD 320 million, and the United
States reported a 19.4 percent growth to USD 2.77
billion. Exports to the European Union slightly declined
by 2.8 percent to USD 1.06 billion.

This data highlights South Korea's strengthening
position in high-tech manufacturing, especially in
sectors such as semiconductors and mobile
technology, as demand remains robust in important
markets. [Yonhap News Agency]

South Korea: Industry minister meets
with South Korean firms in Vietham
regarding U.S. Tariff concerns

(fn) Ahn Duk-geun, South Korea’s Industry Minister,
held discussions with representatives from 16 South
Korean companies based in Vietnam on April 14 to
strategize on countering the proposed reciprocal tariffs
by the United States. Major exporters like Samsung
Electronics and Hyundai Motor shared their worries
about the possible impact of these U.S. measures on
their businesses.

The U.S., under President Donald Trump, has

proposed a 46 percent reciprocal tariff on imports
from Vietnam, marking the highest rate for any country
besides China. Numerous South Korean enterprises
that produce goods in Vietnam for export to the U.S.
are alarmed by this decision. In 2023 alone, Samsung
Electronics exported USD 54.4 billion worth of
products from Vietnam, which represented
approximately 14 percent of the country's overall
exports.
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Although Trump has declared a 90-day suspension of
the reciprocal tariffs, during which a provisional 10
percent baseline tariff will apply to all countries,
uncertainty regarding the final regulations persists.
This situation has led South Korean companies to seek
clarity and assistance from their government.

Minister Ahn assured the businesses that the South
Korean government will maintain proactive
communication with both U.S. and Vietnamese officials
through high-level talks and intergovernmental
consultation pathways to minimize possible adverse
effects on affected companies. [Yonhap News Agency]

South Korea: Warning shots fired after
North Korean soldiers briefly cross border

(kp) South Korea's military fired warning shots at a
group of armed North Korean soldiers who briefly
crossed the Military Demarcation Line (MDL) inside the
Demilitarized Zone (DMZ) on April 8, according to the
Joint Chiefs of Staff (JCS). The incursion occurred in the
eastern front-line area near Goseong, Gangwon
Province. Following South Korea’'s warning broadcasts
and shots, the estimated ten North Korean soldiers
immediately retreated to their side of the border.

The JCS assessed that the incident likely resulted from
a navigation error during a routine patrol by the North
Korean troops. The border area where the incursion
took place is not typically known for North Korean
construction or road-clearing activities. Despite the
presumed accidental nature of the incursion, the
South Korean military stated it is maintaining vigilance
and responding according to established operational
protocols.

The incursion comes amid heightened inter-Korean
tensions. Earlier last week, South Korean officials
reported that approximately 1,500 North Korean
soldiers were completing training near the border and
installing barbed wire. The region has grown
increasingly volatile following North Korean leader Kim
Jong-un's recent remarks describing the two Koreas as
"hostile states" and his growing alignment with Russia.

The DMZ remains one of the most militarized areas in
the world, underscoring the risks of even minor
miscalculations. The last time South Korea fired
warning shots was in October, when North Korea
destroyed the Gyeongui and Donghae roads, which
served as key symbols of past inter-Korean
cooperation. [Yonhap News Agency]
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South Korea: Two Chinese teenagers
suspected of spying on military bases

(mm) Two Chinese high-school students caught illegally
photographing a South Korean air base last month
have been charged with violating the Protection of
Military Bases and Installations Act, after multiple
unauthorized visits to military bases across the
country. Authorities say the teenagers entered South
Korea several times since last year, with each visit
lasting only a few days.

Their recent arrival came on March 18, during the
South Korea-U.S. Freedom Shield joint military
exercise. The pair began documenting Korean and U.S.
military facilities using cameras with long range lenses
and smartphones. Their suspicious activity was
reported by a local resident near Suwon Air Base on
March 21, by which point they had also visited four
other military sites as well as international airports
including Incheon, Gimpo, and Jeju.

Thousands of images have been recovered, including
photos of aircrafts taking off and landing, and air traffic
control towers. Investigators are conducting forensic
analysis to determine whether U.S. strategic assets
were captured, and whether the pair visited any other
sensitive locations. South Korean officials say the teens
are banned from leaving the country and have not
ruled out the possibility of indictment under espionage
charges. [Korea JoongAng Daily]

Taiwan: Opposition parties strike down
Cabinet’s attempt to reverse pension bill

(dqgl) The Legislative Yuan, Taiwan's parliament, has
upheld a bill to increase pensions for police,
firefighters, and other law enforcement and
emergency personnel, rejecting the Cabinet's attempt
to overturn the measure. The amendments, initially
passed in January, were reaffirmed in a 62-50 vote,
largely along party lines, with support from the
opposition Kuomintang (KMT, 52 seats in parliament)
and Taiwan People’s Party (TPP, 8 seats), which
together hold a majority in the 113-seat Legislature.
The ruling Democratic Progressive Party (DPP) of
President Lai Ching-te holds 51 seats.

The bill now awaits Lai's signature to become law. It
raises the income replacement rate for retirees in high-
risk public safety roles to as much as 80 percent,
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surpassing the previous 75 percent cap for civil
servants before the 2017 pension reforms. Under
current rules, the rate is set to decline to 60 percent by
2029 and currently stands at 66 percent.

The Cabinet opposed the amendments, citing risks to
the financial stability and fairness of the public service
pension system. The Ministry of Civil Service warned
that the reforms could worsen an already strained
system, projected to face a NTD 170 billion (USD 5.18
billion) shortfall over the next 50 years—ultimately
burdening taxpayers.

Opposition lawmakers defended the changes, arguing
that law enforcement and emergency personnel face
unique risks and deserve pensions aligned with those
of military personnel. TPP legislator Chang Chi-kai
highlighted the shorter life expectancy of police and
firefighters and criticized the government for
neglecting their sacrifices.

This was the sixth time in 10 months that an attempt
by the Cabinet to block legislation passed by the
opposition-led legislature has failed. Under Taiwan’s
Constitution, a legislative revote requires support from
a majority—at least 57 votes—for a law to stand;
otherwise, it is annulled. [Focus Taiwan]

Taiwan: Court approves detention of aides
of ruling party lawmaker

(dqgl) A Kaohsiung court on April 12 approved the
detention of two aides to ruling Democratic
Progressive Party (DPP) Legislator Lin Dai-hua, in
connection with a corruption probe. Identified as Chou
and Lien, the two worked in Lin's Linyuan District office
and were ordered held incommunicado. Three other
staffers were released on bail.

The detentions follow raids on Lin's offices and staff
residences, as part of an investigation into alleged
violations of the Anti-Corruption Act. Lin, who intends
to run in the DPP primary for Kaohsiung mayor, is
suspected of fraudulently claiming assistants' salaries.
She was released on bail in February and is barred
from leaving the country.

Four others, including Lin's brother and sister-in-law,
an accountant surnamed Huang, and temple leader

Shih Huang-chih, are already in custody. Prosecutors
are considering extending their detention.

Lin is also under investigation for alleged abuse of
power and conflict of interest related to her public
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duties. [Taipei Times]

Taiwan: Bail granted to activists
questioned in alleged recall petition fraud
targeting ruling party lawmakers

(dqgl) Seven individuals were released—six on bail and
one without—after being questioned over alleged
signature forgery in recall petition campaigns targeting
ruling Democratic Progressive Party (DPP) lawmakers
Wu Szu-yao and Wu Pei-yi, representing Taipei's first
and fifth districts, respectively.

Those released on bail include Liu Ssu-yin, Lai Yi-jen,
and Man Chih-kang, Lee Hsiao-liang, Lin Jui, and Chen
Kuan-an. Liu, Lai, Man, and Chen, affiliated with the
main opposition Kuomintang (KMT) Youth League,
have been referred to as the “four knights of the recall
Wu campaign.” All six are currently barred from leaving
Taiwan. Chang Ko-chin, a campaign leader against Wu
Szu-yao, was released without bail.

The investigation, launched in March following
complaints by DPP members, uncovered allegedly
forged signatures submitted without the signers’
consent, potentially violating criminal forgery laws and
the Personal Data Protection Act. Authorities also
conducted searches at six residences.

KMT lawmakers condemned the investigation as
politically motivated, accusing prosecutors of targeting
opposition activists. In response to their protest at the
Taipei District Prosecutors Office, police were deployed
to maintain order. [Focus Taiwan]

The case unfolds amid a broader wave of recall
campaigns, with both DPP and KMT supporters seeking
to unseat lawmakers from rival parties. The DPP, in
particular, has voice strong support for the campaign
against KMT lawmakers, in an attempt to regain
control of the legislature.

The DPP’s push for the recall campaign is due to its
frustration over the loss of its legislative majority in the
January 2024 general election. The opposition KMT
holds 52 of 113 seats and, with support from the
Taiwan People’s Party (TPP) and two independents,
forms a narrow but functional majority. The DPP holds
51 seats, down from its majority between 2016 and
2024.

However, 21 opposition lawmakers - including 13 from
the KMT and all eight from the TPP - are at-large
members and cannot be recalled under Taiwan'’s
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electoral laws. To shift the balance, the DPP must
unseat and replace at least six district-based KMT
legislators. [South China Morning Post]

Meanwhile, a recent poll by the Taiwanese Public
Opinion Foundation, conducted from April 7-10 with
1,080 respondents, revealed mixed public attitudes
toward ongoing legislative recall efforts, particularly
those targeting 47 lawmakers—35 from the KMT and
12 from the DPP.

When asked about DPP caucus leader Ker Chien-ming's
proposal to launch a mass recall of all 41 KMT
legislators, only 33.8 percent expressed some level of
agreement, while 59.3 percent disagreed. Public
opinion has remained largely unchanged over the past
month, with a slight increase in both support (+1.2
percentage points) and opposition (+1.4 points),
indicating minimal impact from recent DPP
mobilization efforts.

Opposition to a mass recall was strong across all age
groups. Disagreement ranged from 60 percent to 67
percent, with the highest support (42 percent) found
among those aged 65 and above.

Partisan lines showed clear divisions: 72 percent of
DPP supporters backed the recall, compared to only
1.7percent of KMT supporters and 3.7 percent of the
opposition Taiwan People’s Party (TPP) supporters.
Among neutral voters, just 17 percent supported the
initiative. [Taiwan News]

Taiwan: Former Taipei Mayor Ko Wen-je's
confidant wanted by justice ministry

(dqgl) The Ministry of Justice's Investigation Bureau has
issued a wanted notice for Hsu Chih-yu, a confidant of
former Taipei Mayor Ko Wen-je, in connection with Ko's
ongoing corruption case. Hsu, suspected of violating
the Anti-Corruption Act and other laws, fled abroad on
August 29, 2024, and is believed to be hiding in Japan
or Australia. An arrest warrant was issued on October
24, and her name was added to the Fugitive Online
Query System.

Prosecutors allege that Hsu, nicknamed “Orange,”
received bribe money from Ko, who was indicted on
December 26, 2024, for accepting bribes related to real
estate dealings during his 2018-2022 mayoral term, as
well as for embezzling political donations during his
2024 presidential campaign. Prosecutors have
requested a sentence of 28 years and six months.
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After returning to Taiwan briefly on August 27, 2024,
Hsu reportedly booked an early morning flight on
August 29 and left for Japan, following Ko's
instructions. Authorities issued the warrant after she
ignored a legal summons and could not be located.
Her passport has been canceled, and an extradition
request has been filed. The Investigation Bureau
continues efforts to locate her, coordinating with legal
attachés and international judicial partners. [Focus
Taiwan]

Taiwan: Visa and residence incentives for
skill workers to be introduced

(dgl) Taiwan is intensifying efforts to recruit foreign
skilled workers. Taiwan's National Development
Council (NDC) has proposed amendments to the Act
for the Recruitment and Employment of Foreign
Professionals to attract global talent. Key changes
include allowing high-earning foreign professionals—
those earning over NTD 6 million (USD 182,674)
annually—to apply for permanent residence after just
one year, compared to the current three-year
requirement under the employment gold card.

The proposals also extend the digital nomad visa from
six months to a maximum of two years and introduce a
new visa category for graduates of the world's top 200
universities, modeled after the UK's High Potential
Individual (HPI) visa. This would enable qualified
individuals to live and work in Taiwan without needing
a fixed employer.

The draft amendments are under a 30-day public
review and are expected to be submitted to the
Executive Yuan, Taiwan Cabinet, in early May before
proceeding to the Legislature for final approval. [Focus
Taiwan]

Taiwan: Nearly 160 indictments for China-
linked espionage since 2020 with majority
tied to military

(dqgl) National Security Bureau (NSB), Taiwan's principal
intelligence agency has reported that since 2020
Taiwanese prosecutors have indicted 159 individuals
for spying for China. Active-duty or retired military
personnel accounted for 60 percent of the cases.

The NSB submitted the report to the legislature on
April 8 ahead of a scheduled debriefing by Director-
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General Tsai Ming-yen. The report highlights Chinese
Communist Party (CCP) tactics to infiltrate Taiwan's
military, including recruiting retired personnel to
approach active members, online recruitment,
financial inducements, and targeting indebted service
members.

The CCP has also cooperated with criminal gangs, shell
companies, moneylenders, temples, and civic groups
to reach lower-ranking military personnel, indicating a
broad infiltration strategy. Of the 95 indicted military
personnel, 46 were commissioned officers, 27
noncommissioned officers, and 22 soldiers—
demonstrating penetration across all ranks. [Focus
Taiwan 1]

In January, the NSB reported a four-fold increase in the
number of individuals prosecuted for Chinese
espionage in the recent years, rising from 16 in 2012 to
64 in 2024. The NSB attributed the surge to intensified
infiltration efforts by Beijing targeting military units,
government agencies, and local associations. Among
those charged in 2024, 28 were active-duty military
personnel and 15 were veterans. [CNN]

Chinese ship captain indicted for cutting undersea cable

Meanwhile, Taiwan has charged a Chinese ship
captain, identified only as Mr. Wang, with intentionally
damaging an undersea cable off its southwestern coast
in February—the first such prosecution in the country.
Authorities detained the Hong Tai 58, a Togo-
registered, Chinese-crewed vessel, after it allegedly
dropped anchor near the cable.

While Mr. Wang maintains his innocence, prosecutors
noted his refusal to disclose the ship's ownership and
described his attitude as uncooperative. Seven other
Chinese crew members will not be charged and will be
repatriated to China.

The incident comes amid a rise in undersea cable
malfunctions—five reported this year, compared to
three each in 2024 and 2023—prompting Taiwan to
increase surveillance, including monitoring a blacklist
of nearly 100 China-linked ships registered under flags
of convenience.

China's Taiwan Affairs Office has not commented,
though it previously accused Taiwan of prematurely
blaming China and politicizing the issue. Taiwan, often
targeted by so-called Chinese "grey zone" tactics, has
likened the cable sabotage to similar incidents in the
Baltic Sea following Russia’s invasion of Ukraine.
[Reuters]


https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-sdtkidy-l-kk/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-sdtkidy-l-kk/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-sdtkidy-l-ku/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-sdtkidy-l-ul/

Ruling party expels former assistant to current National
Security Chief over allegations of spying for China

Meanwhile, on April 13, the ruling Democratic
Progressive Party (DPP) expelled Ho Jen-chieh, a
former assistant to former Foreign Minister and
current National Security Chief Joseph Wu, over his
alleged involvement in a Chinese espionage case. The
expulsion was announced following an emergency
meeting, citing severe damage to the party's
reputation and values.

Ho was detained by Taipei prosecutors on April 10
after a search of his residence. He is among several
individuals suspected of spying for China while working
with senior DPP officials. Other suspects include Wu
Shang-yu, a former adviser in President Lai Ching-te's
office; Chiu Shih-yuan, former deputy head of the
DPP’s Taiwan Institute of Democracy; and Huang Chu-
jung, an assistant to a DPP city councilor. Huang was
allegedly recruited by Chinese intelligence while doing
business in China and later collaborated with the
others to gather sensitive information. [Focus Taiwan
2]

Ho initially joined Wu in 2016 at the National Security
Council and later followed him to the Ministry of
Foreign Affairs in 2018. Though he passed initial
background checks, he was not subject to higher-level
vetting due to his contract-based role, limiting his
access to classified information.

The foreign ministry confirmed that Ho left his post in
March 2024, shortly before Wu returned to the NSC.
The case has highlighted potential gaps in Taiwan's
security vetting procedures for government staff.
[South China Morning Post]

Taiwan: Government dismisses rumors
over using convenience stores as
"wartime hubs"

(dqgl) Taiwan's Presidential Office has denied media
reports claiming the government plans to convert
convenience stores into "wartime hubs" in the event of
a cross-strait conflict. The Guardian had reported that
over 13,000 convenience stores could be used to
distribute rations, medical supplies, and government
communications during a Chinese invasion. [The
Guardian]

The Presidential Office clarified that while retail
industry representatives shared past experiences—
such as their support after the 1999 earthquake—


https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-sdtkidy-l-ur/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-sdtkidy-l-ur/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-sdtkidy-l-uy/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-sdtkidy-l-uj/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-sdtkidy-l-uj/

during discussions with the Whole-of-Society Defense
Resilience Committee, the government has not
adopted any such plan. She added that Taiwan already
has a separate strategy for wartime distribution of
strategic materials.

The Office also refuted claims that police would be
deployed to the frontlines in a war scenario, stating
their role would be limited to maintaining order,
logistics, and protecting critical infrastructure.

Formed in June 2024, the Whole-of-Society Defense
Resilience Committee aims to enhance national
resilience by strengthening civilian preparedness,
securing essential supplies, and maintaining critical
services. It has been convened three times, most
recently during a civil defense drill in Tainan on March
27. [Focus Taiwan]

Taiwan: Army tests combat readiness
with armored recovery drill

(dgl) The Army's 586th Armored Brigade concluded a
five-day exercise simulating a “limited attack” with
tactical maneuvers, including a vehicle resupply and
recovery drill in western Taiwan. The drill featured over
ten M60A3 tanks, CM32 command vehicles, and
infantry fighting vehicles.

In a simulated combat scenario, an M60A3 tank was
staged on a public road to mimic a breakdown caused
by enemy fire. Soldiers quickly deployed an M88A1
recovery vehicle, attaching a 130-kilogram A-frame to
extract the tank. The exercise tested troops on
planning, command procedures, and firepower
coordination through continuous day-and-night
scenarios, while reinforcing combat protocols.

Separately, the 564th Armored Brigade recently
conducted live-fire drills with CM-11 tanks against
stationary and moving targets.

Meanwhile, the Army is developing two upgraded
Patton tank prototypes featuring a new 105mm gun
and advanced fire control system, set to debut at the
Taipei Aerospace and Defense Technology Exhibition in
September. [Taiwan News]

Constitutional Law and
-Politics, Human Rights
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and National Security in
South Asia

Bangladesh: Yunus and Election
Commission signal December 2025
elections as reform process accelerates

(Im) Bangladesh’s Chief Adviser Muhammad Yunus and
the Election Commission (EC) have both reaffirmed
that the country is on track to hold national elections
by December 2025, conditional on the pace of ongoing
political and institutional reforms. The dual timeline—
either December 2025 or June 2026—remains in place,
with Yunus emphasizing that the election date will
ultimately hinge on the scope of the reform agenda
currently under negotiation with political parties.

Speaking on April 9, Election Commissioner
Mohammad Anwarul Islam Sarkar confirmed that
logistical preparations are well underway, with the
voter list nearly finalized. However, he clarified that
political issues such as the participation of the Awami
League or its use of the "boat" symbol fall outside the
EC's jurisdiction and rest with party-level decisions.
[Dhaka Tribune 1]

Yunus reiterated the dual timeline during a meeting
with UK Trade Envoy Baroness Rosie Winterton, noting
that if consensus forms around a limited set of
reforms, elections can proceed in December. However,
if parties opt for more expansive structural changes,
additional time may be required, potentially pushing
the vote to June 2026. [The Daily Star 1]

The interim government, led by Yunus, has launched a
sweeping reform program based on recommendations
from six expert commissions. These cover areas
including constitutional amendments, public
administration, the judiciary, the electoral framework,
and anti-corruption efforts. The National Consensus
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Commission—also chaired by Yunus—has been tasked
with facilitating cross-party agreement on which
proposals should be prioritized ahead of elections.

As of April 12, thirty-one political parties have
submitted written opinions on the draft reforms, and
consultations with a total of 38 parties are expected to
conclude by early May. Most recently, Gono Odhikar
Parishad and Bikalpa Dhara Bangladesh submitted
their proposals on April 9. The first round of formal
dialogues began on March 20, and separate
discussions are being held to align reform priorities
with public expectations. [Dhaka Tribune 2]

Meanwhile, Yunus met with Consensus Commission
Vice Chairman Ali Riaz and member Badiul Alam
Majumder, who updated him on outreach efforts and
citizen engagement campaigns. Programs have been
launched to gauge public sentiment and enhance
awareness around the reform process. [Dhaka Tribune
3]

The Bangladesh Nationalist Party (BNP), one of the
country's major opposition forces, is scheduled to
meet Yunus on April 16. The party is expected to
demand a clear and irrevocable commitment to a
December 2025 election timeline and to raise concerns
about any potential extension of the interim
government's tenure beyond June 2026.

BNP figures, including senior leader Zainul Abedin
Farroque, have publicly urged Yunus to move forward
with urgency. At a rally on April 12, Farroque alleged
that efforts are underway to delay elections and shield
figures from the previous Awami League
administration from accountability. He called for swift
reforms, legal action against corrupt former officials
such as ex-MP Morshed Alam, and an electoral process
that ensures credible representation. [Dhaka Tribune
3] [Dhaka Tribune 4] [The Daily Star 2]

Bangladesh: NCP and Hefazat-e-Islam
agree to push for Awami League trial over
July Uprising violence

(Im) The National Citizen Party (NCP), a newly formed
party led by two groups central to last year's student-
led mass protests, and Hefazat-e-Islam, a conservative
Islamist organization, have reached a four-point
consensus demanding the trial of the Awami League
(AL) of ousted Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina as a
political party for mass killings during the uprising. The
two parties met on April 9 and jointly declared that
until such a trial is conducted, the Awami League’s
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registration should be canceled and its political and
organizational activities suspended.

According to a statement issued by the NCP, both
parties also called for visible steps toward this trial to
begin before the upcoming national election. They
further proposed that the AL be officially designated as
a “terrorist organization” pending judicial proceedings.

The meeting, initiated by Hefazat-e-Islam—best known
for organizing mass protests in defense of Islamic
values—follows recent outreach to other opposition
groups, including the Bangladesh Nationalist Party
(BNP). Both NCP and Hefazat demanded the
withdrawal of what they termed politically motivated
and harassment-based cases filed by the AL against
opposition parties and Islamic scholars during its
tenure.

Leaders also discussed constitutional amendments,
including restoring the phrase “Unwavering Faith in
Allah” to the Constitution, and broader reforms. The
upcoming May 3 grand rally by Hefazat-e-Islam in
Dhaka—intended to demand justice for past state
violence including the 2013 Shapla Chattar crackdown
on thousands of Hefazat-e-Islam supporters, who had
gathered to demand the enactment of blasphemy laws
and the protection of Islamic values—was also
highlighted as a key mobilization point. [Dhaka
Tribune]

Bangladesh: Judiciary reform commission
urges appointment of 4,000 judges to ease
case backlog

(Im) Bangladesh's Judiciary Reform Commission has
recommended increasing the number of lower court
judges to at least 6,000, up from the current 2,187, as
part of a broader effort to reduce the country’s
massive backlog of pending cases. Supreme Court data
indicate that each judge is currently burdened with an
average of 1,783 cases, totaling approximately 3.9
million across the lower judiciary.

To address the crisis, the commission also suggested
the contractual appointment of competent and honest
retired judges for two to three years in districts where
at least 1,000 appeals or revisions are pending. The
commission emphasized that any increase in judicial
appointments must be matched with improvements in
infrastructure, personnel, and logistical support.

The final report, submitted to the chief adviser on
February 5, also urged the introduction of an effective
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Alternative Dispute Resolution (ADR) mechanism at the
village level, supplemented by legal aid when
necessary. Additionally, it called for the establishment
of an independent Criminal Investigation Service to
enhance the speed and impartiality of investigations.

Other key proposals include reforming the lawyer
enrollment process, improving court infrastructure,
allocating sufficient budgets for the judiciary, ensuring
executive non-interference, and advancing
decentralization to reduce case concentration.

The commission was established in October last year
and is headed by former Appellate Division judge
Justice Shah Abu Nayeem Mominur Rahman. Its eight
members include retired High Court judges, former
judicial officials, legal scholars, and a student
representative. [Dhaka Tribune]

Bangladesh: Minority Janata Party gains
official registration with 'rocket’' symbol

(Im) The Bangladesh Minority Janata Party (BMJP) has
officially been granted registration by the Election
Commission (EC), receiving the electoral symbol
“rocket.” This milestone follows a court directive in
BMJP's favor, bringing the total number of registered
political parties in the country to 50.

Founded in 2017 by 101 core members at a formal
event at the National Press Club, BMJP had first applied
for registration later that year, but the application was
initially denied. The BMJP focuses on advocating for the
rights of minority communities in Bangladesh. The
party's principles emphasize democracy, secularism
alongside freedom of all religions, the establishment of
a non-communal political spirit, and social justice. [The
Daily Star]

Bangladesh: BTRC dismantles
international call cartel, revokes IGW
operators’ privileges

(Im) The Bangladesh Telecommunication Regulatory
Commission (BTRC) has dismantled the IGW Operators
Forum (IOF), a seven-member cartel that had
controlled the international call termination market
since 2015. The move follows findings of regulatory
violations, market distortion, and non-transparent
financial practices. The cartel, which included Unique
Infoway, Digicon, Mirtel, Bangla Trac, NovoTel, Roots
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Communication, and Global Voice Telecom, was
originally formed to reduce competition and stabilize
revenues but instead monopolized operations and
undermined the International Long-Distance
Telecommunications Services (ILDTS) policy.

In 2015, the BTRC approved the cartel's IGW Operator
Switch model on an experimental basis without
amending the ILDTS policy, allowing cartel members to
dominate revenues and marginalize smaller operators.
The arrangement continued for years without formal
policy alignment.

One of the major concerns was the handling of
approximately BDT 6.31 billion (about USD 53 million)
collected under “Market Development Expenses,” more
than 95 percent of which was funneled through a
single account held by Beximco Computers, a sister
company of Beximco Group. Due to the lack of
transparency, the BTRC has referred the matter to the
Anti-Corruption Commission for investigation.

The BTRC has revoked the IOF's operational agreement
and announced reforms requiring all IGW operators to
function independently. New regulations will include a
centralized point of interconnection, collection of liquid
bank guarantees, equitable distribution of
international calls, and enhanced technical and
financial monitoring. A state-run entity such as BTCL
may be assigned to oversee centralized operations to
ensure accountability and efficiency. [The Daily Star]

Bangladesh: Police require evidence and
prior approval for arrests in mass uprising
cases

(Im) The Dhaka Metropolitan Police (DMP) has issued a
directive requiring investigators to obtain prior
approval and present credible evidence before
arresting individuals in connection with last year's
mass uprising, which resulted in the ouster of ex-Prime
Minister Sheikh Hasina. The order, issued on April 9,
applies to the hundreds of cases filed after the fall of
the Awami League government on August 5, which
were widely criticized by rights groups as being
politically motivated.

Under the new directive, arrests must be supported by
evidence such as eyewitness accounts, victim
statements, video or audio recordings, photographs, or
call data records. The DMP acknowledged that many of
the First Information Reports (FIRs) filed after the
uprising contain significant flaws, and that some
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individuals named had no involvement in the alleged
crimes.

DMP Joint Commissioner Faruk Hossain confirmed that
complaints had been received regarding harassment
and wrongful arrests. The order is intended to ensure
that law enforcement operates based on verified
information rather than political pressure.

The move comes after over 1,500 cases were filed
nationwide, many of which police investigations have
already found to be baseless. In September, police
headquarters had also barred the arrest of
government officials without concrete evidence. Home
Affairs Adviser Jahangir Alam Chowdhury reiterated
that arrests must no longer be made solely on the
basis of an FIR. [The Daily Star]

Bangladesh: Former war crimes tribunal
prosecutor Tureen Afroz arrested over
attempted murder case

(Im) Former International Crimes Tribunal (ICT)
prosecutor Tureen Afroz was arrested late on April 7 in
Dhaka in connection with an attempted murder case
linked to last year's mass uprising, which resulted in
the ouster of ex-Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina.

The case, filed in March, alleges Afroz's involvement in
a shooting incident that injured a protest participant.
The victim, who sustained gunshot wounds during the
unrest that followed the fall of the previous Awami
League government, continues to receive medical
treatment.

Afroz served as a prosecutor at the ICT from 2013 to
2019. The tribunal was established in 2009 to try
individuals accused of committing war crimes,
genocide, and crimes against humanity during
Bangladesh'’s 1971 Liberation War. Her arrest marks a
significant development in the broader legal fallout
from the mass protests, during which over 1,500
politically sensitive cases have been filed across the
country. [Prothom Alo]

Bangladesh: NCP targets USD 15 billion in
FDI by 2035, outlines ESG-driven economic
vision

(Im) The National Citizen Party (NCP), a newly political
force in Bangladesh formed by the Students Against
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Discrimination and the Jatiya Nagorik Committee, has
set an ambitious goal of attracting USD 15 billion in
foreign direct investment (FDI) by 2035. The
announcement was made during the Bangladesh
Investment Summit 2025, where the party presented
its long-term economic vision aimed at transforming
Bangladesh into a globally competitive, sustainable
economy.

Chief Coordinator Muhammad Nasiruddin Patwary
stated that the NCP's economic agenda focuses on
creating a business-friendly environment rooted in
Environmental, Social, and Governance (ESG)
principles. Patwary emphasized the development of
infrastructure and environmental sustainability
through initiatives such as smart cities with Al-driven
traffic systems, net-zero green buildings, a 30 percent
renewable energy target by 2035, circular economy
practices, waste-to-energy projects, and the promotion
of electric and hydrogen-powered vehicles.

In the financial sector, NCP envisions sweeping
reforms including mandatory ESG compliance for
Dhaka Stock Exchange (DSE) listings, new investment
tools such as Real Estate Investment Trusts (REITS),
gold and derivatives trading, a dedicated trading
platform for startups, and the integration of a Central
Bank Digital Currency (CBDC) into the financial
ecosystem. The party also aims to reduce black money
circulation, lower non-performing loans to below 10
percent, and introduce a USD 1 billion startup fund
alongside improved SME loan frameworks and digital
credit scoring systems. [Dhaka Tribune]

Bangladesh: Central bank to merge Islami
banks into two major entities amid
reforms

(Im) Bangladesh Bank Governor Ahsan H Mansur has
announced that the country's existing Islami banks will
be merged into two large-scale institutions as part of
broader reforms aimed at stabilizing the sector.
Speaking at the Annual Banking Conference organized
by the Bangladesh Institute of Bank Management
(BIBM), Mansur explained that many smaller Islami
banks are currently in financial distress and will be
consolidated to ensure resilience and compliance with
global best practices.

The central bank is also pursuing amendments to the
Bank Company Act to clearly define qualifications for
bank board members and independent directors.

Mansur emphasized that these reforms will continue
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regardless of political transitions and called for
sustained political support to uphold the changes.

The governor further stated that Bangladesh Bank
itself shares some responsibility for current sectoral
issues and is being strengthened to improve its
supervisory capacity and autonomy. Reporting systems
will be fully automated, with all submissions moving
online, and the central bank will more closely monitor
bank boards and management without interfering in
daily operations.

On Islami banking specifically, Mansur noted that a
dedicated legal and regulatory framework will be
introduced, ensuring structured oversight. He also
reiterated the government's commitment to
recovering laundered money in coordination with
foreign agencies, stating that those involved in
financial misconduct will face stringent consequences
to deter future offenses. [Dhaka Tribune]

Bangladesh: Government to streamline
tariffs on 350 items to prepare for post-
LDC trade regime

(Im) Bangladesh is set to rationalize tariff rates on
around 350 items in the upcoming fiscal year as part of
its broader strategy to navigate the economic
challenges anticipated after its graduation from Least
Developed Country (LDC) status in November 2026.
The National Board of Revenue (NBR) will lead the
reforms by eliminating minimum import prices on over
40 items, adjusting regulatory duties on 230 tariff lines,
and rationalizing supplementary duties on more than
100 items.

These adjustments are part of a multi-year reform
program based on recommendations by a
government-appointed committee formed in 2021. The
committee’s findings emphasized that excessive
reliance on para-tariffs—such as regulatory duties
(RDs) and supplementary duties (SDs)—has created
inefficiencies, discouraged export competitiveness,
and complicated the signing of Free Trade Agreements
(FTAs).

Currently, Bangladesh imposes RDs on 3,565 tariff
lines, contributing nearly all RD revenue from just 250
lines. Likewise, SDs are applied to 1,926 tariff lines, but
154 items account for over 85 percent of SD
collections. Since fiscal year 2023, the NBR has already
removed RDs on 282 items and SDs on 234, with
reductions made on another 172. The upcoming fiscal
year will complete the remaining adjustments.
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The reforms are also aimed at aligning Bangladesh's
tariff structure with World Trade Organization (WTO)
requirements for developing countries. Although
Bangladesh has committed bound tariffs on only 955
of its 7,611 tariff lines, the NBR is gradually bringing
current rates in line with these ceilings.

Local think tank Centre for Policy Dialogue (CPD)
recently stressed the need for WTO-aligned tax
policies, noting that 83 percent of Bangladesh'’s tariff
lines remain unbound, providing some policy flexibility.
However, CPD warned that direct export incentives,
such as cash subsidies for garments and agriculture,
will need to be phased out to comply with WTO rules.
The government is now considering alternative, WTO-
compliant support mechanisms to assist exporters.
[The Daily Star]

Bangladesh: Garment sector faces intense
price pressure despite 90-day U.S. tariff
reprieve

(Im) Bangladesh’s readymade garment (RMG) sector,
the cornerstone of its USD 40 billion export economy,
has received a temporary reprieve after U.S. President
Donald Trump announced a 90-day suspension of
newly proposed "reciprocal” tariffs. While this pause
has provided short-term relief, industry leaders
caution that it merely delays a deeper crisis.

If no long-term deal is secured, the new U.S. tariffs—
set to apply after the suspension—could raise total
duties on Bangladeshi garments to as high as 53.5
percent for products with less than 20 percent U.S.
cotton content, up from the current 16.5 percent.
These would be levied in addition to existing tariffs.
The next three months are thus critical for
Bangladesh’s trade diplomats and exporters, as they
seek to safeguard the country’s most vital export
sector from long-term disruption.

Bangladesh is currently the third-largest apparel
supplier to the U.S., holding a 9.3 percent share of
Washington’s USD 105 billion clothing import market.
In 2024 alone, Bangladesh exported USD 7.2 billion in
garments to the U.S. But with key competitors—China,
Vietnam, India, Pakistan, and rising suppliers like Egypt
and Kenya—enjoying either lower tariffs or preferential
trade terms, Bangladeshi exporters are at risk of being
priced out of key markets.

Even during the 90-day grace period, U.S. buyers are
pressuring Bangladeshi factories to absorb the 10
percent baseline tariff now in effect. Exporters confirm
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that these demands are eroding already slim profit
margins and driving intensified price undercutting. A
Fair Wear Foundation study revealed that 39 percent
of Bangladeshi exporters accept orders below
production cost in a bid to maintain client
relationships. Many fear that if new tariffs are
implemented, American buyers will demand even
deeper discounts.

This comes at a time when global competition is
intensifying. China, facing tariffs of up to 145 percent,
is expected to reroute excess capacity to alternative
markets such as the EU and Japan, saturating those
markets and depressing prices. Vietnam, Cambodia,
and others may follow suit to keep factory lines active,
worsening price pressure in Europe and Asia—markets
where Bangladesh exports nearly USD 25 billion
annually and is currently the largest apparel supplier
by volume.

Bangladesh’s structural disadvantages exacerbate
these threats. Long lead times, inefficient
infrastructure, high logistics costs, and weak
bargaining power hinder its ability to defend prices.
Fragmentation among domestic suppliers further
amplifies this vulnerability, as intense internal
competition drives down prices in already saturated
markets.

The tariff uncertainty is also accelerating front-loaded
shipments. U.S. retailers are rushing to finalize orders
within the 90-day window, often pushing Bangladeshi
exporters to accept lower rates. While some see a
short-term opportunity to absorb diverted orders from
China, any such gains are likely to come at the cost of
profit, as buyers seek further price concessions to
offset tariff-induced costs. [The Daily Star 1] [The Daily
Star 2]

Bangladesh: Plan announced for free
trade zone near Matarbari Deep Sea Port

(Im) Bangladesh has unveiled a long-term plan to
establish a free trade zone near Matarbari Deep Sea
Port, drawing inspiration from the United Arab
Emirates’ Jebel Ali Port, which contributes around 25
percent to the UAE's economy. The announcement was
made by Chowdhury Ashik Mahmud Bin Harun,
executive chairman of the Bangladesh Investment
Development Authority (BIDA), during the third day of
BIDA's Investment Conference in Dhaka on April 9.

The proposed project will be developed in
collaboration with global port operator DP World. The


https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-sdtkidy-l-by/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-sdtkidy-l-bj/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-sdtkidy-l-bj/

chairman of DP World, Sultan Ahmed Bin Sulayem, is
visiting Dhaka to advance discussions on the initiative
and is expected to meet with Chief Adviser
Muhammad Yunus for further talks.

DP World, formed in 2005 through the merger of Dubai
Port Authority and Dubai Ports International, operates
dozens of port terminals globally and has played a key
role in developing logistics and trade infrastructure in
emerging economies. [Dhaka Tribune]

Bangladesh: Retired officers call for
sweeping military reforms to curb
politicisation and abuse

(Im) Retired army officers in Bangladesh have called for
deep structural reforms within the military and
intelligence agencies to prevent their manipulation for
political purposes and ensure accountability for past
human rights abuses. Speaking at a seminar organized
by the Retired Armed Forces Officers' Welfare
Association (RAOWA) in Dhaka, the former officers
highlighted concerns over the politicisation of the
armed forces and urged institutional safeguards to
uphold national security and professional integrity.

RAOWA Chairperson Col (retired) Mohammad Abdul
Hoque questioned the existence of a political wing
within the Directorate General Forces Intelligence
(DGFI), arguing that military intelligence should remain
entirely non-political. Brig Gen (retired) Dr Abdullah Al
Yusuf advocated for the decentralization of military
oversight and the creation of a National Security
Council, which would include representatives from all
ministries to ensure that intelligence agencies are not
concentrated under the executive branch and thus
insulated from misuse.

He also proposed the establishment of a National
Security Reform Commission composed of
independent experts to recommend policy and
institutional reforms, including restructuring of the
armed forces and the broader national security
architecture.

Other speakers, including Maj Gen (retired) Nayeem
Ashfaque Chowdhury and Rear Admiral (retired)
Mustafizur Rahman, emphasized that politicisation has
weakened the army’s meritocracy, disrupted internal
discipline, and compromised the military judiciary.
They called for judicial reform within the military and a
more transparent system of promotions and postings.
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Dr ASM Ali Ashraf, head of Dhaka University's
international relations department, criticized the
historical use of the military to manipulate elections
and called for a dedicated parliamentary standing
committee to oversee intelligence agencies, stressing
the lack of civilian oversight.

Special guest Mahmudur Rahman, editor of Daily Amar
Desh, demanded that serving military officers be
withdrawn from civil law enforcement units such as the
Rapid Action Battalion (RAB), arguing that this dual role
compromises both professional focus and ethical
boundaries. He also called for an end to military
officers’ involvement in commercial enterprises and
pushed for greater transparency in defense budgeting
through parliamentary scrutiny. [The Daily Star]

Bangladesh: Looting amid pro-Palestine
protests raises alarm over law
enforcement inaction

(Im) A wave of looting and vandalism that swept
through at least 12 Bangladeshi cities on April 7 has
prompted widespread criticism of the administration’s
failure to maintain law and order. The violence
occurred during protests against Israeli actions in
Palestine, but rapidly spiraled into targeted attacks on
international franchises like KFC, Pizza Hut, and Bata,
as well as local businesses.

Observers noted that the unrest coincided with the
Bangladesh Investment Summit 2025 in Dhaka, where
international investors had gathered, raising fears
about the negative impact on Bangladesh's investment
climate. In response to the attacks, the police arrested
72 individuals, with Inspector General of Police Baharul
Alam warning of further legal action based on video
evidence.

Critics questioned the preparedness and
responsiveness of law enforcement, pointing to
intelligence lapses, political interference, and poor
coordination. Footage and eyewitness accounts
suggest that police officers in some locations failed to
intervene during the violence.

The spate of looting follows a pattern of unrest that
has plagued Bangladesh since the fall of the Awami
League on August 5, 2024, with organized groups
exploiting political instability to loot under the cover of
protests and strikes. Experts say urgent investigation is
needed to determine the networks behind the violence
and to restore public confidence and economic
stability. [Dhaka Tribune]
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Bangladesh: Dozens injured in clash
between garment workers and security
forces in Narayanganj

(Im) A violent clash erupted on April 9 between
garment workers and law enforcement personnel in
Rupganj, Narayanganj, leaving around 50 people
injured, including members of the army and factory
employees. The incident occurred near the Robintex
garment factory on the Dhaka-Sylhet highway, which
was later blocked by agitated workers using electric
poles.

The confrontation followed days of worker protests
over the abrupt layoff of 50 employees without prior
notice. Mid-Isat week, tensions escalated when law
enforcement attempted to disperse the
demonstrators, who were staging a sit-in inside the
factory. The situation turned violent as protesters
reportedly threw water bottles and bricks, prompting a
baton charge by security forces. Injured workers,
including several women, were taken to local hospitals.

Factory workers accused the authorities of using
excessive force despite the initially peaceful nature of
the protest. Law enforcement officials, however,
claimed the workers initiated the violence when asked
to return to work. [Dhaka Tribune]

Bhutan: ADB projects 8.5 percent
economic growth in 2025, led by
hydropower and services

(Im) Bhutan's economy is projected to grow by 8.5
percent in 2025, according to the Asian Development
Bank (ADB), driven by strong performance across
sectors, particularly in hydropower and services.
Growth is expected to moderate to 6 percent in 2026
as hydroelectricity output stabilizes.

The industry sector is forecast to expand by 18.6
percent in 2025, led by the commissioning of the
Punatsangchhu-Il and Kholongchhu hydropower
projects. The latter is part of a 5,000-megawatt
initiative in partnership with India's Tata Group. The
services sector is projected to grow by 4.9 percent,
boosted by rebounding tourism, while agriculture is
expected to grow by 4.3 percent, supported by
renewed timber exports.
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Private consumption is anticipated to grow by 5.3
percent in 2025, supported by increased credit and
remittances. Public sector salary hikes are also
expected to raise aggregate consumption by 5.05
percent. Fixed investment is set to rebound by 9.8
percent due to the rollout of the 13th Plan and
hydropower construction, reversing a slight decline in
2024.

Inflation is projected to rise to 3.4 percent in 2025 and
3.5 percent in 2026, up from 2.8 percent in 2024. ADB
expects food prices to remain elevated in the first half
of 2025, though easing fuel prices and housing
demand could help moderate inflation. [Kuensel]

Bhutan: Government pledges USD 100
million venture capital fund to support
startups

(Im) Bhutan's government has committed USD 100
million to establish a new venture capital fund, co-
financed equally with an international partner, to
promote entrepreneurship and innovation as part of a
broader strategy to support long-term economic
growth and sustainability. The fund will target high-
potential sectors such as technology, green energy,
and manufacturing, with discussions ongoing to
finalize the terms of the partnership.

In addition to financial investment, the initiative will
offer capacity-building programs—including
mentorship, accelerators, and business development
services—for startups and small to medium
enterprises (SMEs). Priority will be given to scalable
and innovative ventures that align with Bhutan's long-
term development goals. [Kuensel]

Bhutan: Competition authority criticizes
meat price-fixing

(Im) The Competition and Consumer Affairs Authority
(CCAA) has warned that the Bhutan Meat Vendors
Association (BMVA), originally established to stabilize
meat prices and supply, may be distorting the market
in Thimphu. A recent CCAA study found that while
BMVA membership is voluntary, its pricing guidelines
effectively act as market rules, covering over 91
percent of meat vendors in the capital. Vendors
reported penalties for price violations and a lack of
flexibility under the current price-setting model.
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The study highlighted rising meat imports, stagnant
local production, and logistical challenges, including
limited supply from the country’s sole licensed
slaughterhouse in Tsirang. In 2023, Bhutan imported
livestock products worth BTN 3.69 billion (USD 44.3
million), while exports stood at just BTN 42.9 million
(USD 516,000). The report recommended discouraging
BMVA's role in price setting and promoting vendor
training and open market competition instead.

In response to the country’'s growing trade deficit from
meat imports, the Ministry of Agriculture and Livestock
has launched an ambitious plan to boost domestic
meat production. Targets include increasing chicken
production from 20 to 50 percent and pork from 30 to
60 percent of national consumption. Large-scale
broiler farms and piggery cold chains will be developed
under the Economic Stimulus Plan (ESP), alongside fish
pond revitalization and processing plants in several
districts.

While the CCAA supports BMVA's role in logistics, it
cautioned that continued unregulated price-fixing risks
harming consumers and suppressing competition.
Government-backed initiatives to expand domestic
supply aim to alleviate these structural issues over the
next five years. [Kuensel]

Bhutan: Support staff granted para-
regular status with full civil service
benefits

(Im) Around 6,500 support staff under the Elementary
Service Personnel (ESP) and General Service Personnel
(GSP) categories in Bhutan will now be recognized as
para-regular employees, granting them access to full
civil service benefits. The reform fulfills a key campaign
pledge of the government to improve working
conditions for contractual employees. [Kuensel]

India: Protests escalate in West Bengal
over Waqf Act; Supreme Court sets
hearing on constitutional challenge

(Im) Protests and legal challenges continue to mount
across India following the enactment of the Waqf
(Amendment) Act, 2025, which officially came into
force on April 8. The Supreme Court is scheduled to
hear multiple petitions challenging the Act’s
constitutionality on April 16, with the case listed before
a bench headed by Chief Justice Sanjiv Khanna. The
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central government has filed a caveat to ensure no
interim relief is granted without its input.

Over 10 petitioners, including political figures, the All
India Muslim Personal Law Board (AIMPLB), and Jamiat
Ulama-i-Hind, argue that the law imposes arbitrary
curbs on Waqf property rights and discriminates
against Muslims by subjecting their endowments to
state oversight not applied to other religious
communities. The Act, they say, violates Article 14
(equality before the law) and Article 300A (right to
property), and erodes religious autonomy by
transferring control to secular authorities. [The Hindu
1]

The national controversy surrounding the law sparked
particularly intense protests in West Bengal's
Murshidabad district, where clashes broke out on April
8. Demonstrators attacked police vehicles, prompting
law enforcement to use tear gas and baton charges.
Authorities imposed prohibitory orders under the
Bharatiya Nagarik Suraksha Sanhita and suspended
Internet services in parts of the district through April
11. At least 22 individuals were detained, with ongoing
investigations supported by CCTV analysis.

Despite a heavy police presence, small-scale protests
continued, including a brief highway blockade in the
Suti area. Opposition rallies elsewhere in the district,
including Berhampore, remained peaceful. West
Bengal Governor C.V. Ananda Bose called for swift
action and accountability, while Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP) leaders accused Chief Minister Mamata Banerjee
of engaging in “vote bank politics” and failing to
maintain law and order. [The Hindu 2]

In response, Banerjee vowed that the amended law
would not be implemented in West Bengal. She
assured minority communities that their rights and
properties would be protected and criticized the
central government'’s approach as divisive.
Emphasizing that Muslims comprise 33 percent of
West Bengal's population, Banerjee said the state
would not allow any law that undermines communal
harmony. [The New Indian Express] [Business
Standard]

India: Home Minister chairs review
meeting with Odisha Chief Minister, urges
implementation of three new criminal
laws
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(rt) Home Minister Amit Shah chaired a review meeting
on the implementation of three new criminal laws in
Odisha, in the presence of Chief Minister Mohan
Charan Majhi, in New Delhi on April 9. The meeting
reviewed the implementation and present status of
various new provisions related to police, prisons,
courts, prosecution, and forensics in Odisha. Mr Shah
urged that the Odisha government should prioritize
100 percent implementation of the new criminal laws
across all levels of administration for the next six
months. Considering the state’s future industrial and
technological growth, Mr Shah highlighted that the
three new criminal laws will play a vital role in
strengthening the law and order.

The meeting was attended by the Union Home
Secretary, Chief Secretary and Director General of
Police of Odisha, the Director General of the Bureau of
Police Research and Development (BPRD), the Director,
the National Crime Records Bureau (NCRB), and other
senior officials from the Ministry of Home Affairs
(MHA) and the government of Odisha. [ANI News]
[Times of India]

India: Opposition demands repeal of DPDP
provision seen as undermining Right to
Information

(Im) Opposition parties under the Indian National
Developmental Inclusive Alliance (INDIA) bloc have
demanded the repeal of Section 44(3) of the Digital
Personal Data Protection (DPDP) Act, 2023, arguing
that it significantly weakens the Right to Information
(RTI) Act and threatens government transparency. The
INDIA bloc is a coalition of opposition parties formed
to challenge the ruling Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) in
national elections.

At a joint press conference in New Delhi on April 10,
Indian National Congress (INC) leader Gaurav Gogoi,
joined by leaders from the Dravida Munnetra
Kazhagam (DMK), Shiv Sena (Uddhav Balasaheb
Thackeray), Communist Party of India (Marxist),
Samajwadi Party, and Rashtriya Janata Dal (R]D), stated
that over 120 Members of Parliament had signed a
memorandum calling for the provision’s repeal.

Section 44(3) of the DPDP Act modifies Section 8(1)(j) of
the RTI Act, 2005, which previously allowed authorities
to withhold personal information unless its disclosure
served a larger public interest. The amended version,
however, permits blanket withholding of personal
information without any scope for public interest
consideration. Critics argue this change undermines
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democratic oversight and could be used to deny access
to information that holds public officials accountable.

Civil rights activists and transparency advocates
contend the amendment removes a critical safeguard
and could be exploited to shield government
wrongdoing from public scrutiny. The INDIA bloc plans
to submit the memorandum to Union Information and
Technology Minister Ashwini Vaishnaw, urging the
government to reverse what they view as an attack on
citizens' right to know. [The Hindu]

India: Press freedom has steadily declined
since 2014, says director of the The Hindu
Group

(Im) N. Ram, Director of The Hindu Group—a major
Indian media company that publishes the national
daily The Hindu—has accused the Indian government
of systematically undermining press freedom and civil
liberties since 2014. Speaking at the concluding session
of Peruma Talks in Kannur, Kerala, he criticized the use
of anti-terror and sedition laws to silence journalists,
students, and human rights defenders, often detaining
them without bail or trial for extended periods.

Referring to the World Press Freedom Index, Mr. Ram
highlighted that India has fallen to 159th place out of
180 countries, noting a consistent decline over the past
decade. While the government disputes the ranking,

he said it has failed to provide a credible rebuttal.

He also alleged that the government “almost certainly”
deployed Pegasus spyware for unlawful surveillance of
journalists, political opponents, and civil society
members—calling it a serious violation of democratic
principles.

Mr. Ram further criticized new laws such as the Digital
Personal Data Protection Act and the Broadcasting
Services Regulation Bill, which he said are designed to
police the internet and restrict independent digital
journalism. As many journalists have moved to online
platforms due to economic pressures and shrinking
press freedom, these laws, he warned, are now
targeting those remaining avenues of expression. [The
Hindu]

India: Renewed attention on 2003 rape of
Swiss diplomat amid claims of ignored
lead
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(Im) More than two decades after the abduction and
rape of a Swiss diplomat in Delhi, the case has
resurfaced following a report by The News Minute
alleging that Delhi Police may have overlooked a
critical lead due to unrelated surveillance activities.

The incident occurred in October 2003, when the 28-
year-old diplomat was attacked in a parking lot after a
film screening at Siri Fort Auditorium. Two assailants
allegedly abducted and raped her in her own car
before dumping her several kilometers away. The case
triggered diplomatic outrage, large-scale protests, and
an intense police investigation.

Despite the questioning of over 5,000 individuals,
analysis of millions of phone records, and widespread
coordination among law enforcement, the case went
cold. In 2008, police filed an "untraced" report. The
victim, who returned to Switzerland shortly after the
assault, never came back to India.

The new allegations center around a claim that in
2003, Delhi Police diverted resources to conduct
surveillance on the daughter of then-senior IPS officer
Kiran Bedi and her partner, allegedly at Bedi's request.
This operation, according to The News Minute, may
have uncovered a potential lead in the diplomat’s case
that was never communicated to the investigating
team.

The former police officers who led the probe say all
available tools—human and technical—were used, but
they were ultimately unsuccessful. Nonetheless, hope
remains alive as investigators still retain the DNA
profile of one of the accused, which could someday
yield a match. [The Indian Express]

India: Parliamentary panel urges
MGNREGS revamp, wage hike, and
expanded workdays

(Im) A Parliamentary Standing Committee has called
for a comprehensive overhaul of the Mahatma Gandhi
National Rural Employment Guarantee Scheme
(MGNREGS), recommending a national independent
survey, increased employment days, and higher daily
wages to address longstanding issues and emerging
challenges.

MGNREGS is India's flagship rural employment
program that guarantees 100 days of wage
employment per year to every rural household whose
adult members volunteer for unskilled manual work. It
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is a key poverty-alleviation and livelihood security
initiative, especially in agricultural off-seasons.

In its report tabled during the recent Budget Session,
the panel proposed expanding guaranteed workdays
under the scheme from 100 to 150 days, and further to
200 days in cases involving drought relief and tribal
communities under the Forest Rights Act. It also
recommended increasing daily wages to at least INR
400 (USD 4.80), citing inflation and the inadequacy of
current pay rates.

The committee, chaired by Congress MP Saptagiri
Sankar Ulaka, stressed that MGNREGS must adapt to
changing rural dynamics and climate-related
challenges. It urged the Ministry of Rural Development
to initiate an independent national survey to assess
scheme effectiveness, focusing on wage delays,
satisfaction levels, and financial irregularities.

Concerns were also raised over delays in wage
payments, with the committee recommending
increased compensation for workers affected by such
delays. A Social Audit Calendar was proposed to
improve transparency and accountability through
regular audits.

Addressing exclusions, the committee highlighted that
in 2021-22, approximately 5.03 million job cards were
deleted due to minor errors or Aadhaar mismatches,
and thousands more continue to face denial of work. It
urged the introduction of manual verification and
correction mechanisms to prevent unjust removals
from the program. [Business Standard]

India: Central bank proposes stricter gold
loan rules, including monitoring use of
funds

(wyn) The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has proposed
stricter regulations for gold-backed loans to improve
underwriting standards, ensure collateral integrity, and
address the rapid growth of the sector. The proposal
comes in response to a 30 percent surge in gold loan
disbursements between September 2024 and February
2025, significantly outpacing the growth of unsecured
lending.

The RBI's draft guidelines include setting single-
borrower and sectoral limits on lenders’ gold loan
portfolios and mandating that disbursed funds are
used only for declared purposes. A loan-to-value (LTV)
cap of 75 percent is to be maintained, with additional
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emphasis on standardized assessment procedures for
determining gold purity across all branches.

To enhance transparency, the RBI also proposed that
loans cannot be renewed or topped up unless the
previous loans are non-stressed and the LTV ratio
allows adequate room. Furthermore, gold collateral
must not be used for multiple loans simultaneously,
and lenders must confirm that the pledged gold is not
re-pledged elsewhere or subject to ambiguous
ownership. [Reuters]

India: Central bank cuts rates amid tariff
uncertainty as forex reserves hit five-
month high

(wyn) India’s central bank has lowered its key interest
rate for the second consecutive time, cutting the repo
rate by 25 basis points to 6.00 percent on April 9 and
shifting its monetary stance to “accommodative.” The
Reserve Bank of India (RBI) cited global trade tensions,
weakening growth prospects, and the need to shield
the economy from external shocks as key factors
behind the move. The decision came just ahead of a
partial rollback in U.S. tariff hikes, which had
temporarily targeted Indian exports with duties of up
to 26 percent.

RBI Governor Sanjay Malhotra explained that the
central bank’s updated forecast reflects growing
headwinds from trade protectionism and recessionary
risks in advanced economies. The gross domestic
product (GDP) growth forecast for fiscal year 2025-26
was revised down to 6.5 percent from 6.7 percent,
while inflation is now expected to average 4.0 percent,
slightly below the earlier projection of 4.2 percent.
[Reuters 1]

Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman welcomed the
interest rate cut, calling it a timely measure to bolster
domestic demand and mitigate external volatility. She
emphasized the importance of close coordination
between monetary and fiscal authorities to maintain
economic stability, especially amid mounting pressure
on export-driven sectors such as pharmaceuticals,
engineering goods, and gems and jewellery. The
government is reportedly exploring targeted relief
measures, including expanded interest subsidies and
incentives for exporters to diversify into African and
Latin American markets. [Reuters 2]

Despite the pause in U.S. tariffs for most countries—
excluding China—India’s external sector remains
exposed to global uncertainty. However, recent gains
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in foreign exchange reserves have bolstered
confidence. As of April 4, India’s reserves rose to USD
676.3 billion, the highest in five months, following a
USD 10.9 billion increase in a single week. Over the last
four weeks, total reserve gains reached USD 26.7
billion, now covering approximately 11 months of
imports. [Reuters 3]

The RBI noted that while it does not target a specific
exchange rate, it remains prepared to intervene in
foreign exchange markets to manage excessive
volatility. The Indian rupee was trading at INR 86.53
per USD following the policy announcement, slightly
firmer than the previous session.

Looking ahead, market analysts anticipate further rate
reductions, with some projecting the repo rate could
fall to 5.50 percent by year-end. Meanwhile,
Sitharaman reiterated India’s commitment to
expanding its trade partnerships, highlighting ongoing
negotiations with the United Kingdom as part of a
broader strategy to diversify the country's trade
portfolio and reduce vulnerability to geopolitical
shocks. [Reuters 4]

India: Federal and Kerala government
signs MoU with Adani group-operated
Vizhinjam Port

(rt) The federal government, a bank consortium and
Adani Ports, which manages the Vizhinjam deep-sea
port, signed a tripartite Memorandum of
Understanding (MoU) for providing Viability Gap
Funding (VGF) of Rs 8178 million (USD 95 million) to the
project. Additionally, the Kerala government also
signed a MoU with the federal government in which
the state will share 20 percent of the revenue it gets
from the port with the Union government. Kerala state
Minister for Ports V N Vasavan stated that the Kerala
government has decided to accept the VGF as a loan
from the federal government

Vizhinjam Port has been developed by Adani Ports and
Special Economic Zone Limited (APSEZ), India’s largest
port developer and part of the Adani Group, under a
public-private partnership model at an estimated cost
of Rs 8.87 billion (USD 1 billion). Mr Vasavan also stated
that the Vizhinjam Port has already become the
number one port in the country and is also now
considered one of the best in the entire world.
Currently, more than 250 cargo vessels have docked at
the port, handling over 600,000 Twenty-foot Equivalent
Units (TEUs). [The Economic Times] [The Indian
Express]
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India: Mahindra Aerostructures wins
Airbus Helicopters contract for H130
fuselage production

(wyn) India's Mahindra Aerostructures, a subsidiary of
Mahindra & Mahindra, has secured a contract from
Airbus Helicopters to manufacture and assemble the
main fuselage of the H130 light single-engine
helicopter. The fuselage assemblies will be produced in
India and shipped to Airbus Helicopters' facilities in
Europe. The H130 is used primarily for passenger
transport.

While the financial details of the deal remain
undisclosed, the announcement boosted Mahindra &
Mahindra’s shares by up to 1.8 percent. The agreement
marks another milestone for Mahindra Aerostructures,
which also supplies components to Boeing and
Dassault Aviation. This follows Airbus Helicopters'
earlier collaboration with India’s Tata Group in January
2024 to jointly manufacture civilian helicopters.
[Reuters]

India: Cabinet approves USD 7 billion
Rafale-M deal

(wyn/rt) India has finalized a high-profile defense deal
to acquire 26 Rafale Marine (Rafale-M) fighter jets from
France for the Indian Navy, marking a major step in its
military modernization and strategic defense posture
in the Indian Ocean. The agreement, valued at
approximately INR 630 billion (USD 7 billion), was
approved by the Cabinet Committee on Security (CCS),
chaired by Prime Minister Narendra Modi, and is
expected to be signed later this month during the visit
of French Defense Minister Sébastien Lecornu.

The package includes 22 single-seater carrier-
compatible fighter jets and 4 twin-seater trainer
variants from Dassault Aviation. Although the twin-
seaters are not carrier-compatible, they will be used
for pilot training. The jets are to be deployed on India’s
two aircraft carriers: the indigenously built INS Vikrant
and the Russian-origin INS Vikramaditya.

Deliveries are slated to begin three and a half years
after the contract is signed and are expected to
conclude by 2031. The agreement also includes a
comprehensive package covering fleet maintenance,
logistics, personnel training, and a significant offset
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clause that will facilitate the domestic manufacturing
of key aircraft components in India.

This is India’s second Rafale purchase, following its
earlier procurement of 36 Rafale jets for the Air Force
under a INR 600 billion (USD 7 billion) contract signed
in 2016.

The new acquisition is viewed as part of India’s broader
strategy to shift away from Soviet-era systems, boost
self-reliance in defense production, and counter
China's expanding naval presence in the Indian Ocean.
China has steadily increased its influence in the region
through dual-use maritime deployments and a military
base in Djibouti, prompting India to strengthen its
maritime strike capabilities.

A related deal for the construction of three additional
Scorpene-class submarines at Mazagon Dock
Shipbuilders in Mumbai, with technology transfer from
France, is still awaiting CCS approval. [Reuters] [Deccan
Herald] [Mint]

India: Militancy declines in Kashmir as 12
separatist groups pledge loyalty to
Constitution

(Im) A renewed wave of defections from separatist
politics in Indian-administered Kashmir has seen 12
Hurriyat-affiliated groups publicly abandon the
separatist movement and pledge allegiance to the
Indian Constitution. The latest shift, led by Farida
Behaniji of the Jammu & Kashmir Mass Movement
(JKMM), underscores a broader decline in militancy and
a changing political climate in the region.

Farida Behaniji, who has previously been jailed for her
political activities, submitted an affidavit renouncing
her group's affiliation with both hardline and moderate
factions of the Hurriyat Conference. Declaring herself a
"loyal citizen of India," she said that separatist
platforms have failed to address the legitimate
aspirations of the Kashmiri people. Other key figures,
including leaders from the Kashmir Freedom Front,
Islamic Political Party, Muslim Democratic League, and
Jammu and Kashmir People’s Movement, have issued
similar declarations distancing themselves from anti-
national activities and affirming constitutional
allegiance. [The New Indian Express]

These defections follow a steady weakening of
separatist factions since India’s 2019 abrogation of
Article 370, which revoked Jammu and Kashmir's
special autonomy. Analysts point out that the
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crackdown on separatist leadership and increased
security presence have shifted political momentum,
pushing separatism to the margins. According to BJP
officials, this marks the end of the era of terrorism and
separatism in the region.

These political developments coincided with continued
military tensions. On April 12, Indian forces reported
killing three suspected militants in a multi-day gun
battle in the forests of Kishtwar, southern Kashmir.
Separately, one Indian soldier was killed while foiling
an infiltration attempt along the Line of Control (LoC)
in Sunderbani district. Indian authorities attribute
these attacks to cross-border support from Pakistan—
a charge Islamabad denies, insisting it supports only
peaceful self-determination for Kashmiris.

The Indian Army, which maintains over 500,000 troops
in the region, said weapons and war-like materials
were recovered from the firefight sites. Authorities
emphasized that the declining violence and defection
from separatist ranks point to a growing public
preference for peace and constitutional engagement,
despite ongoing security challenges. [Al Jazeera]

Maldives: JSC set to conclude hearings in
misconduct cases against suspended
Supreme Court judges

(Im) The Judicial Service Commission (JSC) was set to
conclude final hearings on April 13 in its misconduct
cases against suspended Supreme Court judges Dr
Azmiralda Zahir and Mahaz Ali Zahir. Both judges face
allegations of attempting to unduly influence Criminal
Court judges.

As per JSC regulations, an investigative report was
compiled and presented to both judges, who were
given a seven-day window to respond before today’s
concluding hearings.

The JSCis also investigating a separate complaint
involving both judges, who were allegedly present
when former Supreme Court judge HusnuSuood used
inappropriate language while addressing High Court
Assistant Registrar Hussain Mohamed Haneef. All three
judges were suspended shortly after parliament
passed legislation reducing the Supreme Court bench
from seven to five members. Judge HusnuSuood has
since resigned. [the edition]
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Maldives: Generational smoking ban to be
introduced

(Im/dgl) The Maldives plans to phase out smoking by
introducing a generational tobacco ban starting
November 1, 2025. Under the proposed law,
individuals born after January 2007 will be
permanently prohibited from purchasing tobacco
products. Announced by President Mohamed Muizzu's
office following a Cabinet meeting on April 13, the
legislation aims to eliminate smoking among future
generations. The move makes the Maldives one of the
first countries to adopt a generation-based tobacco

policy.

While penalties have yet to be detailed, officials are
working to align existing tobacco control laws with the
new measure. This follows recent steps raising the
legal smoking age from 18 to 21 and banning the
import of e-cigarettes and vaping devices, including for
tourists.

Similar generational bans have been debated in the UK
and were briefly enacted in New Zealand before being
repealed in 2023. [The Straits Times]

In a video message released ahead of the Cabinet
meeting, the President’s Office cited tobacco as the
leading cause of non-communicable diseases (NCDs)
and disability in the Maldives. A 2022 study attributed
84 percent of all national deaths to NCDs, many of
which are linked to tobacco use.

President Mohamed Muizzu emphasized the urgency
of protecting youth, referencing the 2021 Non-
Communicable Diseases Survey, which found that 21.8
percent of Maldivians aged 15 to 29 are smokers. A
separate Global Youth Survey reported that 45 percent
of surveyed youth used some form of tobacco.

“We need to build a healthy generation,” President
Muizzu said, warning that the country’s small
population heightens the public health risks. He noted
that 30.1 percent of the population—around 411,741
people—born since January 1, 2007, could fall under
the scope of a generational tobacco ban.

The proposed measure would prohibit tobacco sales to
anyone born in or after a selected cut-off year,
regardless of their age in the future. Current law
permits sales to individuals aged 18 and older.

To gauge public sentiment, the government conducted
online polls across Twitter, Instagram, and Facebook.
Respondents were offered three options: a ban for
those born on or after January 1 of either 2000, 2004,
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or 2007. A majority of voters favored the earliest cut-
off—those born in 2000—indicating strong public
support for a broad generational restriction.

The generational ban proposal follows the
government's earlier action banning the import of e-
cigarettes and vapes as of December 15, 2024.
Violations of the vape import ban now carry heavy
financial penalties. [the edition]

Maldives: Ruling PNC to receive largest
share of USD 1.82 million allocated for
political parties

(Im) The Elections Commission of the Maldives has
announced that MVR 27,981,256 (USD 1.82 million) will
be distributed among five political parties that had at
least 10,000 members by the end of 2024, with the
ruling People's National Congress (PNC) receiving the
largest share.

The PNC, with 68,968 registered members, is set to
receive MVR 13.3 million (USD 864,500), making it the
top recipient of state funding this year. The opposition
Maldivian Democratic Party (MDP), which had 43,755
members, has been allocated MVR 8.4 million (USD
546,000).

Among the other qualifying parties, the Jumhooree
Party is slated to receive MVR 2.6 million (USD
169,000), while both the Adhaalath Party and the
Maldives Development Alliance (MDA) will receive MVR
1.7 million (USD 111,000) each.

This year's allocation follows recent amendments to
the political party funding law, which now ties annual
allocations to 0.1 to 0.2 percent of estimated state
revenue rather than the national budget. Last year,
under the previous formula, six parties received a total
of MVR 44 million (USD 2.86 million).

The Elections Commission has not yet announced the
disbursement schedule for the 2025 allocations. [the
edition]

Maldives: MDP to hold congress before
August 15 as presidential race looms

(Im) The opposition Maldivian Democratic Party (MDP)
has voted unanimously to hold its next party congress
before August 15, 2025. The decision, taken during a
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National Council meeting attended by 75 members, is
expected to shape the party’s strategy and candidate
selection for the upcoming presidential election.

The congress is widely anticipated to serve as the
platform for determining the party’s official stance on
the election and to finalize its presidential nominee.
Potential contenders for the MDP ticket include former
President Ibrahim Mohamed Solih, MDP Chairperson
Fayyaz Ismail, and MDP President Abdulla Shahid.

Meanwhile, former President Mohamed Nasheed, who
left the MDP to form the breakaway party The
Democrats following a rift with Solih, has recently
called for reunification between the two parties. He
argued that a merger would be in the national interest.
Several of Nasheed's allies have already returned to
the MDP, signaling potential momentum behind the
proposal.

Fayyaz Ismail has expressed support for Nasheed's call
to reunite, while Solih has yet to make a public
statement. The previous fallout between the two
former presidents played a key role in the
fragmentation of the MDP ahead of the last
presidential election. [the edition]

Maldives: High Court agrees to hear
appeal in corruption case against ex-
Immigration official

(Im) The Maldives’ High Court has decided to hear the
appeal challenging the detention of former
Immigration Controller Mohamed Shamaan Waheed,
who was remanded for 15 days over allegations of
corruption and abuse of power.

Shamaan was dismissed and arrested after being
accused of conspiring with immigration officers to
extort over MVR 500,000 (USD 32,500) from a foreign
national held in immigration custody. Although his
lawyer's appeal was initially rejected by the court's
Assistant Registrar, a three-judge panel later overruled
that dismissal, citing the presence of substantial legal
questions that warranted judicial review.

While the initial 15-day remand period has lapsed, the
Criminal Court has since ordered Shamaan to remain
in custody pending trial. Four others have also been
arrested in connection with the case, and their
detentions have similarly been extended. Investigators
have reportedly imposed travel bans on additional
individuals and seized the phone of Shamaan's wife.
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Police allege that the extortion occurred after the
foreign national was released from a guesthouse
where Immigration conducted an operation. Officers
are accused of later meeting the individual in public,
collecting money, and delivering it to Shamaan’s home.
Authorities added that the operation was
unauthorized, as it was not carried out by the
designated task force responsible for overseeing
immigration enforcement. [the edition]

Maldives: Government recovers MVR 1.6B
in unpaid expatriate fees through migrant
reforms

(pn) Abdul Majeedh, the State Minister for Homeland
Security, has announced that the Maldivian
government successfully reclaimed MVR 1.6 billion
from MVR 1.7 billion in overdue fees from expatriate
workers. This recovery marks a substantial leap in
compliance rates, rising from 22.7% to 55.4%, following
the introduction of various regulatory and
enforcement strategies beginning in October 2024.

To prompt repayments, authorities published the
names of over 1,000 individuals and companies with
outstanding dues and granted a one-year window for
those with significant arrears to clear their debts. While
notable progress has been made, approximately MVR
900 million is still owed. The government has set a
deadline for repayments in October 2024, after which
defaulters may face account suspensions and be
barred from obtaining new work permits. [Sun Online]

Simultaneously, the government is working to address
the presence of undocumented foreign workers
through a structured three-year reform initiative.
Under this plan, the Home Ministry has launched
"Operation Kurangi," which seeks to formulate a
registry for migrants in the Maldives. The operation
has already gathered biometric data from more than
100,000 migrant workers, which accounts for half of
the expatriate population.

So far, 38,000 individuals have had their status
legalized. Authorities estimate, however, that
approximately 11,000 migrants are unaccounted for
after leaving their employers. Minister Majeedh
stressed that the administration’s approach centers on
integration, not mass deportation, aiming instead to
give migrants the opportunity to “live according to the
rules.” [the edition]

These efforts underscore the government's broader
push to strengthen migration governance and resolve
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persisting issues linked to unregulated foreign labor.

Maldives: Two former MDP members,
after joining PNC, appointed to senior
roles in state-owned enterprises

(sl) Two former opposition Maldivian Democratic Party
(MDP) parliamentarians, Abdulla Shaheem Abdul
Hakeem and Abdul Ghani Abdul Hakeem, who joined
the ruling People’s National Congress (PNC) after last
year's presidential election defeat, have been
appointed to senior roles in state-owned enterprises.

Ghani has been appointed Deputy Managing Director
of Agro Nat, while Shaheem has taken the position of
General Manager of Facility and Community
Empowerment at Maldives Airports Company Limited
(MACL).

In general, following the PNC's victory in the
presidential election, 13 MDP MPs elected to the
previous parliament defected to the PNC. Most of
them did not seek re-election to the current 20th
Parliament. [the edition]

Maldives: HDC lifts suspension of 13
employees linked to housing scheme
fraud

(Im) The Housing Development Corporation (HDC) has
reinstated 13 employees previously suspended in
connection with a major fraud case involving the
Gedhoruveriyaa and Binveriyaa housing schemes, two
government initiatives aimed at providing affordable
housing and residential land plots to Maldivian
citizens.

A total of 17 employees had been suspended in
December 2024 amid corruption allegations. Of these,
three were terminated, and one resigned. The
remaining 13 have now returned to work. The
suspensions were lifted following a criminal
investigation, according to an HDC media official.

The investigation was launched after it was revealed
that a land plot was awarded to Mohamed Fazeel
Rasheed, Deputy Managing Director of the Maldives
Water and Sewerage Company (MWSC) and brother of
then-HDC Managing Director Fazul Rasheed. Both the
Anti-Corruption Commission (ACC) and the police are
continuing their inquiries into the case.
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Fazul Rasheed is also under investigation for allegedly
destroying official documents related to the scheme.
[the edition]

Maldives: Parliament must lead reform or
bear responsibility for inaction, MP
Saleem says

(Im) Eydhafushi MP Ahmed Saleem (Red Wave)
emphasized that the Maldives Parliament holds
primary responsibility for enacting national reforms,
asserting that without the courage of lawmakers, true
accountability and change cannot be achieved. His
remarks came during a Public Accounts Committee
meeting he chaired on April 9, amid mounting criticism
over the persistent lack of action against high-level
corruption spanning the past 15 years.

Saleem reminded fellow lawmakers that the
Constitution grants Parliament sweeping authority—
including the power to make laws, amend them,
remove presidents and judges, and enforce
accountability—and said this mandate was given
directly by the people. “What's lacking is courage,” he
declared, stating that if reform has not occurred, the
blame lies squarely with the elected representatives.

Opposition Maldivian Democratic Party (MDP) MP
Abdul Ghafoor Moosa echoed these concerns,
describing the system as one “designed” to perpetuate
corruption. He pointed to the lack of convictions in
major graft cases despite a trove of audit reports, Anti-
Corruption Commission findings, and investigative
documents. Ghafoor further criticized the Auditor
General's Office for its ineffectiveness, questioning the
value of its MVR 70-80 million (USD 4.6-5.2 million)
annual budget given its limited impact on recovering
state funds. [the edition]

Maldives: Fisheries ministry reopens
applications for advisory committees
amid lack of public interest

(Im) The Maldives Ministry of Fisheries has reopened
its call for public applications to join advisory
committees overseeing five key fisheries sectors after
receiving no submissions during the initial round. The
committees will advise the ministry on managing tuna,
grouper, barracuda, sea cucumber, and reef fisheries,
as mandated by national regulations on sustainable
fisheries management. [the edition]
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Maldives: President Muizzu highlights
high priority of Divehi language for
Maldivians

(sl) President Dr. Mohamed Muizzu, in a post on X,
extended his greetings on Divehi Language Day,
affirming that the Divehi language will remain a priority
not only annually but across generations - every two
years, every century, and every millennium.

He emphasized that the Divehi language is a core pillar
of the Maldivian identity and highlighted the
government's ongoing efforts to revive Divehi
nationalism and strengthen patriotism in the hearts of
the people. As part of these efforts, the government
has established a new institution called “Dhivehi
Gaumiyyathuge Isvaaru” (Institute for Maldivian
Nationalism). The college will focus on five main areas:
the Divehi language, Maldivian history, Maldivian
heritage, national data, and Maldivian art. [the edition]

Maldives: Family seeks exhumation of
Zakiyya Moosa's body, questions virtual
autopsy

The family of Zakiyya Moosa, found dead with severe
neck injuries in Holhudhoo on September 10, 2024,
has formally requested her body be exhumed for a
traditional autopsy. The move follows a controversial
virtual autopsy conducted in India by experts from the
All India Institute of Medical Sciences (AIIMS), months
after her death.

Although police initially ruled her death a suicide,
relatives and island residents dispute the claim, citing
the depth and number of neck wounds as inconsistent
with self-infliction. In a letter to Homeland Security
Minister Ali Ihusaan and Prosecutor General Abbas
Shareef, the family raised concerns over the delay in
conducting an autopsy, questioned the validity of the
virtual procedure, and demanded access to reports
and information about Zakiyya’s alleged mental health.

The family has also called for the case to be
transferred from police to the Human Rights
Commission of Maldives, citing possible conflicts of
interest. They argue that only a full traditional autopsy
can establish the truth and provide justice in a case
that has deeply unsettled the Holhudhoo community.
[the edition]
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Maldives: Muizzu administration
establishes national Transportation
Safety Board

(db) To improve the safety of its transportation
infrastructure, President Mohamed Muizzu created on
April 8, 2025, the Maldives Transportation Safety Board
dedicated to investigating accidents and incidents
related to land, sea, and air travel. This government
agency will be supervised by the Ministry of Transport
and Civil Aviation. The formation of this new body was
mandated pursuant to Section 116 of the Constitution
of the Maldives and made public via the Directive No.
7/2025 which was published by the President’s Office
on April 9, 2025.

This initiative is part of President Muizzu's plans to
tackle safety issues and promote greater accountability
concerning the country’s traffic network. By
streamlining inquiry procedures for all accidents
related to transport, the new agency shall be
instrumental in raising safety benchmarks and
mitigating the risk of future occurrences.

The presidential directive also specified the respective
official identification protocol insofar as all
communications directed to the Maldives
Transportation Safety Board will have to incorporate
the number 501 within the state agency numbering
system. [The Maldives Journal] [The President’s Office]

Maldives: USD 1 million spent on police
station rentals in 2024, with new stations
under construction

(Im) The Maldives Police Service spent MVR 15.6 million
(USD 1 million) on renting police facilities in 2024,
making up around 1 percent of its total annual budget
of MVR 2.1 billion (USD 136.5 million). Data obtained
under the Right to Information Act reveals that out of
146 police locations across residential islands—
comprising 89 stations, 44 posts, and 13 desks—only
15 operate in buildings owned by the police. The
remaining are either rented (97) or operate rent-free
(34) using council-owned or private premises.

In response to this dependency on rentals, the
government has initiated a major infrastructure project
by contracting three companies to build police stations
on 75 islands. This effort, described as the largest
construction initiative in the Maldives Police Service's
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91-year history, aims to equip two-thirds of the islands
with modern, dedicated police stations, eventually
ensuring police presence on all inhabited islands. [the
edition]

Maldives: Loan secured for 5,000 housing
units in Male’ region, says FDC

(Im) Fahi Dhiriulhun Corporation (FDC)—a state-owned
enterprise tasked with overseeing large-scale housing
projects—has secured a loan from a Chinese bank to
finance the construction of 5,000 housing units in the
Male' area, part of a larger plan to develop 15,000 flats
in the capital region. FDC Managing Director Hamdhan
Shakeel confirmed that the financial details, including
the loan amount, interest rate, and repayment period,
have been shared with the Ministry of Construction
and will be submitted to the Economic Council for
approval.

Once the council issues a decision, the loan agreement
will be signed, and construction will begin. Hamdhan
also noted that FDC is working to secure additional
funding for further housing projects, with more
announcements expected soon.

The housing initiative aligns with President Dr.
Mohamed Muizzu's commitment, announced in
November 2024, to develop over 27,000 housing units
across Male’ and other islands within the year. FDC is
already constructing 4,000 flats in Hulhumale’, with 700
units—assigned to two Indian companies—already
completed and handed over. [the edition]

Maldives: President pledges student loan
disbursements in USD at official bank rate

(Im) President Dr Mohamed Muizzu has announced
that the government will begin issuing stipends and
tuition payments for students abroad under its loan
scheme in U.S. dollars at the official bank exchange
rate. The change aims to ease the financial burden on
the 1,650 Maldivian students currently studying
overseas on government-backed student loans.

In his latest podcast Rayyithunaa Eku ("With the
Citizens"), the president explained that students had
raised concerns about having to exchange their
Maldivian rufiyaa allowances on the black market at
unfavorable rates, significantly eroding their available
funds. He said the administration is working with the
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Ministry of Finance and the Maldives Monetary
Authority (MMA) to implement the change.

President Muizzu also suggested mandating that resort
operators deposit their foreign currency earnings into
local banks to support the availability of U.S. dollars for
student needs, while ensuring the move does not
disrupt the broader foreign exchange market.

Additionally, the president pledged to address issues
faced by students on government scholarships,
including delayed tuition payments and poor
communication with the Ministry of Higher Education.
To improve responsiveness, the ministry will assign a
WhatsApp business number and dedicated liaison
officer for each country where Maldivian students are
studying. [the edition]

Maldives: Maldive Gas to pursue legal
action over undelivered USD 240,000 gas
shipment

(Im) State-owned Maldive Gas is preparing legal action
against Dubai-based Jaksha Energy after the company
failed to refund an advance payment of USD 240,000
(MVR 3.7 million) for a gas shipment that was never
delivered. The payment, made in October 2024,
covered 30 percent of the total shipment cost.

Despite multiple follow-ups, no refund has been
received, prompting Maldive Gas to initiate recovery
efforts through its legal team. In a statement, the
company emphasized that procurement processes
were followed according to internal policy and assured
the public that no fraud had occurred.

The issue came under scrutiny during a recent
Parliament Public Accounts Committee meeting, where
Deputy Speaker Nazim, a senior figure in the ruling
People's National Congress (PNC), raised concerns
about the supplier change and lack of transparency.
He noted that the parent company, State Trading
Organization (STO), had taken over gas procurement
responsibilities and is investigating the matter.

However, reports suggest that STO's assumption of
oversight took place before the payment dispute
emerged. STO has not yet issued an official statement.
[the edition]
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Nepal: Political tensions persist as RPP
demands release of detained leaders

(Im) Nepal continues to face political and social unrest
following the deadly March 28 pro-monarchy protest in
Kathmandu, which left two dead, over 120 injured, and
triggered nationwide security crackdowns and arrests.
The protest, organized under the Joint People’s
Movement and supported by the Rastriya Prajatantra
Party (RPP) and other royalist factions, descended into
chaos after participants breached police barricades
and began vandalizing public and private property,
including media outlets, political offices, and fuel
storage sites.

Police have detained former medical college operator
Durga Prasai, widely seen as the movement's de facto
commander. Arrested in Assam, India, and transferred
to Kathmandu via Jhapa, Prasai now faces multiple
charges, including sedition, attempted murder,
organized crime, and arson. The Kathmandu District
Court granted police 12-day custody for further
investigation, with authorities also arresting Prasai's
close aides and his bodyguard. Prasai's supporters
claim he surrendered to Indian police for safety,
though Nepal Police say he was apprehended in Assam
after visiting several Indian cities seeking support from
Hindu nationalist groups. Prasai is also accused of
deliberately inciting protestors to attack security
personnel and sensitive infrastructure. Two people
died during the protest, including a video journalist
found burned in a torched building. [The Kathmandu
Post] [The Kathmandu Post]

Meanwhile, RPP Vice-Chair Rabindra Mishra and
General Secretary Dhawal Shumsher Rana, along with
18 others, remain in extended police remand following
a court decision to detain them for 15 more days. Of
the 173 people arrested, 96 have been released, while
77 face ongoing prosecution. The RPP has denounced
these detentions and criticized the government's use
of force, accusing Prime Minister KP Sharma Oli's
administration and Nepal Police of acting as partisan
enforcers. Amnesty International Nepal and other
rights groups have demanded an independent judicial
inquiry into both the protest violence and the alleged
excessive force used by security forces, warning of
declining public trust. [The Kathmandu Post] [The
Kathmandu Post]

Despite the government's April 1 announcement of
free medical treatment for the injured, many victims
say they are still paying out-of-pocket for medications.
Several survivors, including those undergoing surgery
after being shot by police, report bills exceeding NPR
100,000 (USD 730). While the Ministry of Health claims
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reimbursement procedures are underway, patients
remain skeptical about implementation. [The
Kathmandu Post]

In response, the RPP held a follow-up protest on April 8
in Balkhu, Kathmandu, under tight security. With 2,500
to 3,000 participants—significantly fewer than the
March turnout—the rally remained peaceful. RPP Chair
Rajendra Lingden reiterated demands for the release
of detained leaders and called for a new political
consensus that includes all ideological forces, from
republicans to royalists. He also proposed a hybrid
democratic system akin to Nepal's 1990 constitutional
monarchy. Lingden warned of future escalation,
including a possible blockade of the Prime Minister's
residence if peaceful dissent is further suppressed.

Despite distancing itself from the increasingly
controversial figure of Durga Prasai, the RPP retains
the backing of the Joint People’s Movement, raising
questions about the unity and coherence of the
broader royalist bloc. The RPP, which won 14 seats and
less than 6 percent of the vote in the 2022 elections, is
attempting to leverage rising public frustration over
corruption, economic stagnation, and perceived
failures of the post-2015 secular federal constitution.
[The Kathmandu Post] [The Kathmandu Post] [The
Kathmandu Post]

Nepal: Nepali Congress signals delay of
general convention to late 2026

(Im) The ruling Nepali Congress party appears set to
delay its 15th general convention until the end of 2026,
missing the four-year interval stipulated by its own
statute. The party’s last convention was held in
December 2021, meaning the next should be
completed by December 2025. However, General
Secretary Gagan Thapa has now publicly stated that
the party will hold its general convention “by the end of
2026," with national elections likely to follow in April or
May 2027.

While Nepal's constitution allows political parties to
delay general conventions by up to five years under
exceptional circumstances, the Congress statute
permits only a one-year extension. This tension has
become a flashpoint in the ongoing rift between party
factions.

Thapa and fellow senior leader Shekhar Koirala, who
represent the party's reformist wing, have been vocal
advocates for holding the convention on time.
However, leaders aligned with party president Sher
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Bahadur Deuba—who is nearing the end of his two-
term limit—appear to support a delay. According to
insiders, Deuba seeks to retain control of candidate
selection and state apparatus by remaining party
president when elections are held, especially as he is
expected to become prime minister again in July 2026
under an agreement with the Communist Party of
Nepal (Unified Marxist-Leninist) (CPN-UML) of Prime
Minister Oli.

Despite Thapa's recent alignment with Deuba on
broader coalition matters, the two remain divided over
the timing of the general convention. Meanwhile, the
party has missed its initial mid-April deadline to
complete active membership renewal, a prerequisite
for selecting delegates eligible to vote in the leadership
contest. A 15-day extension has been granted, but
party officials admit even this may be insufficient. [The
Kathmandu Post]

Nepal: Prime minister’'s speech fails to
satisfy Madhesh provincial lawmakers

(Im) Prime Minister KP Sharma Oli's address to the
Madhesh Provincial Assembly on April 9 drew criticism
from opposition lawmakers for lacking concrete
commitments, particularly on long-standing demands
such as police integration and the endorsement of the
Federal Civil Service Act.

Although Oli spoke about national development,
foreign relations, and potential constitutional
amendments, Madhesh-based representatives
expressed disappointment at his failure to address
critical issues affecting federalism's full
implementation. They highlighted the absence of
specific announcements for the province, which
remains socioeconomically disadvantaged, and Oli's
silence on a December 2023 resolution—passed at the
initiative of his own party—demanding that provinces
be allowed to exercise their constitutional powers
under Schedule 6 of Nepal's Constitution, which lists
the exclusive powers of provincial governments,
including authority over police, provincial civil service,
agriculture, and infrastructure development.

Experts argue that there are no legal hurdles to
integrating Nepal Police into provincial forces and
attribute the delay to reluctance from the federal
government. A recent study by the Federalism and
Localisation Centre showed that over one-third of civil
servant positions at the local level and nearly 62
percent at the provincial level remain unfilled—
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hindering effective governance under the federal
system.

Oli's address followed a familiar pattern seen in his
previous visits to other provinces: emphasizing
development works and national unity, but avoiding
firm commitments on provincial autonomy and
resource allocation. While ruling party members
defended the speech as a reaffirmation of federalism,
critics argued that symbolic gestures alone would not
address the provinces' structural needs. [The
Kathmandu Post]

Nepal: Janamat and Nagarik Unmukti
parties near unification amid shifting
political alliances

(Im) The Janamat Party and the Nagarik Unmukti Party
(NUP), two emerging regional forces in Nepal, have
reached an agreement in principle to merge, aiming to
bolster their influence in national politics amid growing
polarization between republicans and royalists.

A two-day meeting in Bardiya brought together top
leaders—including Janamat Chair CK Raut, NUP
founder Resham Chaudhary, and NUP Chair Ranjita
Shrestha—who confirmed that most policy issues have
been settled and that the unification announcement is
expected by April 16. The parties had initially signed a
12-point cooperation deal in 2023, but efforts had
stalled until recently.

Under the proposed arrangement, Chaudhary would
remain as patron of the unified party, Raut would
serve as the leader, and Shrestha is likely to take the
third-ranking position, although her exact role remains
under negotiation. The parties are also finalizing
internal structures, leadership allocations, and
electoral symbols.

The move follows the formation of the new Federal
Democratic Front, which includes traditional Madhesh-
based forces and other regional actors. Janamat
currently holds six seats in the House of
Representatives and leads the Madhesh provincial
government, while NUP has four seats and strong
backing from the Tharu community in western Nepal.

Both parties have faced internal challenges: NUP is
dealing with tensions between Shrestha and her
husband Chaudhary, while Janamat has experienced
dissatisfaction over Raut's leadership. Despite these
issues, leaders say the merger process remains on
track, and they aim to register the new entity with the
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Election Commission after endorsement by their
respective central committees. [The Kathmandu Post]

Nepal: Aspirants invited to apply for roles
in transitional justice commissions

(Im) Nepal's recommendation committee has opened
applications for leadership and membership positions
in the Truth and Reconciliation Commission and the
Commission of Investigation on Enforced Disappeared
Persons, granting aspirants 10 days from April 10 to
apply. The two commissions were established to
investigate crimes committed during Nepal's decade-
long Maoist insurgency.

As per the amended Enforced Disappearances Enquiry,
Truth and Reconciliation Commission Act, individuals
eligible for chairperson roles must be retired Supreme
Court or High Court judges, retired secretaries, or
qualified for appointment to the Supreme Court. Those
eligible for membership must hold a master’s degree,
be unaffiliated with political parties at the time of
application, and have demonstrated experience in
human rights, conflict resolution, or law.

The selection committee, led by former Chief Justice
Om Prakash Mishra and reconstituted by the KP
Sharma Oli government in March 2025, will consult
with stakeholders until the deadline. A shortlist will
follow, with candidates expected to undergo interviews
and presentations before final recommendations—two
chairpersons and eight members—are forwarded to
the Cabinet for formal appointment. The selected
teams will serve four-year terms to investigate crimes,
recommend reparations, and pursue prosecution
where applicable.

This marks the second attempt in three months by the
Mishra-led panel to complete this task, after a previous
effort failed due to internal disagreements. The
commissions have remained defunct since July 2022,
leaving over 63,700 complaints with the truth
commission and around 2,500 with the
disappearances commission unresolved. [The
Kathmandu Post]

Nepal: Teachers escalate protest with
nationwide education strike over delayed
School Education Act
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(Im) Thousands of teachers across Nepal have
launched a nationwide education strike beginning April
7, demanding the immediate enactment of the long-
delayed School Education Act. Coordinated by the
Nepal Teachers’ Federation, the protest centers on
Kathmandu, where teachers have marched and rallied
for over a week, shutting down schools and
suspending all academic duties, including exam result
processing and training participation.

The teachers accuse the government of failing to
honor previous agreements and of delaying the
endorsement of a new law that would formalize their
employment status, benefits, and administrative
alignment. Key demands include maintaining school
teachers under federal jurisdiction rather than local
governments, raising the age limit for new teachers to
40, equal pay and perks with civil servants, monthly
salary disbursement, and the establishment of a
dedicated hospital for teachers.

Despite earlier commitments, including a six-point
agreement signed in 2023, political disagreement and
over 1,100 proposed amendments have stalled the bill
in the parliamentary Education Committee. While the
Ministry of Education insists the bill is being prioritized
for the upcoming budget session, protesting teachers
have refused further dialogue unless the law is
immediately enacted.

The ongoing agitation, which has now entered its ninth
day, comes just ahead of Nepal's new academic
session set to begin on April 15, disrupting schools
nationwide. [The Kathmandu Post 1] [The Kathmandu
Post 2]

Nepal: Fund crunch threatens Nepal'’s
Safe Motherhood programme

(hgk) Nepal's Safe Motherhood Programme, which has
played a key role in reducing maternal and neonatal
deaths by over 70% in the past two decades, is now
facing a serious funding crisis. The Family Welfare
Division says it needs Rs380 million immediately to
reimburse hospitals providing free delivery and
maternal services. An additional Rs600 million will be
needed to sustain the programme through the fiscal
year.

The programme offers free institutional deliveries,
cash incentives, and transport allowances, contributing
to a rise in the institutional delivery rate from 18%
before 2009 to 80% today. However, the Rs3 billion
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allocated this year was exhausted within six months.
The total annual requirement is around Rs4 billion.

A recent WHO report highlights Nepal's progress,
noting a drop in maternal mortality to 142 per 100,000
live births, down from 539 in 1996. But nearly 130
maternal deaths have already been recorded this fiscal
year, with many more likely unreported due to
incomplete surveillance across districts.

The UN and health officials stress that urgent
investment is needed to stay on track with SDG targets
—reducing maternal mortality to 75 per 100,000 by
2030. Continued underfunding could undermine
decades of progress in maternal and child health. [The
Kathmandu Post]

Nepal: Rabi Lamichhane remanded to
judicial custody, files petition with
Supreme Court

(Im) Rastriya Swatantra Party (RSP) chairperson and
former home minister Rabi Lamichhane has been
remanded to judicial custody by the Rupandehi District
Court in connection with a cooperative fraud and
organized crime case. The decision, issued on April 7,
followed an earlier ruling by the Butwal bench of the
Tulsipur High Court, which overturned a prior bail
order granted by the same district court.

Lamichhane, who faces allegations of misappropriating
tens of millions of Nepali rupees from the Butwal-
based Supreme Cooperative, was managing director of
Gorkha Media Network prior to entering politics in
2022. He was arrested from his Kathmandu residence
on April 5 and transferred to Bhairahawa under tight
security. [The Kathmandu Post 1]

In response to the remand order, Lamichhane has filed
a writ petition with the Supreme Court challenging the
high court's decision. The petition, submitted by his
wife Nikita Paudel, RSP joint spokesperson Pratibha
Rawal, and legal counsel Narayan Kandel, was
registered on April 11.

Lamichhane remains in Rupandehi district prison
pending the Supreme Court’s decision and the final
verdict in the ongoing fraud investigation. [The
Kathmandu Post 2]
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Nepal: Government initiates action plan
to exit FATF grey list

(Im) Nepal has launched a coordinated action plan to
remove itself from the Financial Action Task Force
(FATF) grey list, following its relisting in February 2025
due to persistent shortcomings in combating money
laundering and terrorist financing. The country now
faces a two-year deadline to complete the required
reforms or risk being placed on the FATF blacklist—an
outcome that would bring stricter international
scrutiny and financial restrictions.

The grey list, officially called the "jurisdictions under
increased monitoring," includes countries with
strategic deficiencies in their anti-money laundering
(AML) and counter-terrorist financing (CFT) regimes.
Listed countries are expected to work closely with FATF
to address these issues within a set timeframe. Nepal
was previously on the FATF grey list from 2008 to 2014
and was removed after legislative reforms. However, it
was re-listed in 2025 following a mutual evaluation by
the Asia/Pacific Group on Money Laundering (APG),
which found that legal improvements had not been
matched by effective implementation.

Against this backdrop, during an April 8 meeting of the
Anti-Money Laundering Prevention Directorate
Committee, officials finalized a time-bound
implementation plan with designated responsibilities.
The Ministry of Finance stated that the strategy
focuses on enforcement, inter-agency coordination,
regulation of high-risk sectors like cooperatives and
real estate, and prosecution of financial crimes.

Finance Minister Bishnu Prasad Paudel emphasized
the need for a long-term strategy to avoid future
listings, while other top officials, including the Acting
Governor of Nepal Rastra Bank, urged immediate
action rather than waiting until the final deadline. [The
Kathmandu Post]

Nepal: Consensus reached on 38 clauses
of School Education Bill

(rs) Clause-wise deliberations on Nepal's School
Education Bill are progressing, with consensus reached
on 38 out of 86 clauses, according to sub-committee
member Sarita Bhusal. Discussions have concluded up
to Chapter 4, and the sub-committee, working under
the Education, Health, and Technology Committee, is
expected to submit the bill to the full committee soon.
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Accelerated after teacher protests, the sub-committee
has reportedly agreed on key provisions such as
limiting Early Childhood Development (ECD) to two
years, scrapping district education offices, and
abolishing the Department of Education. Clauses on
the Examination Board and Curriculum Development
Centre have also seen agreement, though details
remain undisclosed.

Discussions on the bill's definitions, preamble, and
private schools are still pending. Consultations with
top political leaders are planned for unresolved issues.
The sub-committee was given a 35-day mandate and
meets again today at 12:15 PM. [Online Khabar]

Nepal: Amended anti-corruption law
holds Nepali civil servants accountable for
inaction

(rs) Nepal has amended its Anti-Corruption Act-2002 to
penalize public officials not only for abuse of power
but also for deliberate inaction or indecision. The new
law, effective after five years of debate and recent
presidential approval, holds officials accountable if
their delays—done without valid reasons and for
personal or others’ gain—cause losses to public
institutions or individuals.

Offenders may face up to 6 months in prison, a fine of
up to $375, or both. If the damage is quantifiable, the
fine will match the loss. This responds to a trend where
civil servants avoid decisions to protect themselves,
often passing matters to the Cabinet, whose decisions
are immune from anti-corruption probes.

The amendment also mandates up to 1 year in jail or a
fine up to $3,750—or both—for abuse of official
position. Bribery now carries a minimum one-month
prison sentence, even for bribes under $375. Bribes
over $750,000 may lead to 10-14 years in prison.

Modern investigative tools such as undercover
operations, court-approved communication
interception, and digital surveillance are now allowed.
Audio-visual evidence and video witness testimonies
are admissible. Officials charged with corruption will
remain suspended until the case concludes. [The
Kathmandu Post]

Nepal: Mishra elected Nepal Bar
president, pledges sweeping judicial
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reforms

(rs) Senior advocate Bijaya Prasad Mishra has been
elected president of the Nepal Bar Association (NBA),
securing 5,052 votes against rival Raman Kumar
Shrestha, who received 2,621. Mishra’s victory marks a
sweeping win for the panel aligned with legal groups
close to the ruling Nepali Congress and Communist
Party of Nepal (CPN) (Unified Marxist-Leninist) (CPN-
UML). His rival Shrestha was supported by lawyers
affiliated with opposition parties, including the CPN
(Maoist Centre), Rastriya Swatantra Party, and CPN
(Unified Socialist).

In remarks following the announcement of results on
April 10, Mishra vowed to combat irregularities in
Nepal's judiciary and implement long-overdue reforms.
He emphasized that his leadership would focus on
restoring transparency, upholding the independence
of the legal system, and following through on the
recommendations of the judicial reform report
prepared by former Supreme Court Justice Hari
Krishna Karki. These include proposals to restructure
the Judicial Council and revise its working procedures.

Mishra pledged to expand legal education through the
Lawyers’ Academy, promote ethical standards in the
legal profession, and strengthen domestic and
international legal networks. He also emphasized his
commitment to ensuring broader access to justice and
enhancing the rights and welfare of legal professionals,
especially young and underrepresented lawyers. [The
Kathmandu Post 1] [The Kathmandu Post 2]

Nepal: Tribhuvan University left
leaderless again amid vice chancellor's
resignation

(rs/Im) Tribhuvan University (TU), Nepal's oldest and
largest academic institution, is once again without a
vice chancellor following the resignation of Professor
Keshar Jung Baral, which was officially accepted on
April 10 by Prime Minister KP Sharma Oli in his capacity
as the university's Chancellor. Baral had submitted his
resignation on March 28, citing health reasons.
However, he later revealed that persistent political
interference from the executive—particularly from
Prime Minister Oli—was the real cause of his
departure.

Baral accused the Prime Minister of undermining
institutional autonomy by interfering in decisions
ranging from the university senate to appointments of
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deans. A major point of contention was Baral's plan to
address the demands of part-time and contract
lecturers seeking permanent status, a process that
required government support but received no
cooperation from the prime minister’s office. Despite
several attempts, Baral said he was repeatedly denied
access to the prime minister, describing the experience
as humiliating.

This leadership vacuum has plunged TU into
administrative uncertainty, as the legal process for
appointing a new vice chancellor has not been
initiated. According to the TU Act, the rector may
temporarily act as vice chancellor for up to three
months while a recommendation committee is formed.
However, no such steps have obeen taken.

Baral's resignation has reignited debate over executive
control of public universities in Nepal. Education
experts have long criticized the provision allowing the
prime minister and education minister to serve as
chancellor and pro-chancellor, respectively, arguing
that it enables excessive politicization. Scholars point
to the University of Nepal—which recently appointed
its vice chancellor through a board of trustees—as a
potential model for institutional reform. [The
Kathmandu Post 1] [The Kathmandu Post 2]

Nepal: Work on Nagdhunga tunnel
resumes under police guard amid local
protests

(Im) Construction of the Nagdhunga-Sisnekhola
tunnelway resumed on April 13 under the protection
of Nepal Police after a 28-day suspension caused by
ongoing protests from local residents. Locals from
ward 2 of Chandragiri Municipality, situated on the
Dhading-Kathmandu border, have been demanding
adequate compensation, employment opportunities,
and access to drinking water—services they say were
promised but not delivered.

Despite the police-guarded resumption, protesters
continued chanting slogans at the tunnel entrance. The
residents have urged that drinking water and other
community support programs previously facilitated
through the project be reinstated either directly or
through the Department of Roads.

Launched in October 2019 with an estimated cost of
NPR 22 billion (USD 161 million), the Nagdhunga tunnel
is a critical infrastructure project aimed at easing traffic
congestion at the main entry point to Kathmandu
Valley. Originally set for completion within three and a
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half years, the project has been hampered by the
Covid-19 pandemic, a shortage of construction
materials, and repeated local disruptions. The
deadline, initially extended to April 2024, has now been
pushed back again to mid-October 2025. [The
Kathmandu Post]

Nepal: At least 69 killed in thunderstorms
in India, Nepal

(hgk) At least 69 people lost their lives this week due to
severe thunderstorms and lightning across Bihar in
eastern India and parts of Nepal, officials reported on
Saturday, April 12. The Bihar Disaster Management
Authority confirmed that 61 deaths occurred over
Thursday and Friday, while Nepali authorities reported
8 fatalities from lightning strikes earlier in the week.

The India Meteorological Department has predicted
more heavy rainfall in Bihar, adding to the concern.
While lightning and flash floods are common during
storm seasons, scientists are warning that climate
change is making such extreme weather events more
frequent and intense.

A 2023 study from Odisha’s Fakir Mohan University
highlighted a significant surge in lightning-related
deaths, with nearly 1,900 fatalities annually in India
and over 100,000 deaths between 1967 and 2020,
particularly spiking in the last decade. [Channel News
Asia]

Nepal: Curfew extended in Birgunj after
violence during Hanuman Jayanti
procession leaves 41 injured

(Im) Authorities in Birgunj, Parsa district, have
extended a curfew following clashes during a
Hanuman Jayanti religious procession, a Hindu
celebration marking the birth of Lord Hanuman.
Violence erupted on April 12 when stones were
reportedly hurled at the procession, injuring 41 people
including police officers.

Police used tear gas to disperse the crowd, and the
curfew—initially imposed from April 12 to noon the
following day—was extended until midnight. At least
40 individuals were detained for violating the order.
The incident also resulted in property damage,
including vandalized shops, vehicles, and CCTV
cameras. [The Kathmandu Post] [The Kathmandu Post]
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Nepal: Water crisis worsens in Jhapa’s
Chure region amid environmental
degradation

(Im) A growing water crisis in the Chure section of
Nepal's Jhapa district has left streams and springs dry,
forcing villages to rely on limited supplies or borewells.
The Chure, an ecologically fragile hill range in
southeastern Nepal, plays a vital role in groundwater
recharge for the Tarai, a lowland region stretching
across southern Nepal along the Indian border.

Locals blame the water depletion on unregulated
development, including deforestation, riverbed mining,
and road construction—especially the Madan Bhandari
Highway—which have disrupted natural water
systems. Once-perennial streams like Telpani and
Timai now dry up in winter and flood during monsoon,
leaving farmland fallow and heightening social
tensions.

Experts warn that without urgent environmental
protections, the region could face long-term ecological
collapse affecting millions. [The Kathmandu Post]

Nepal: Cyber Bureau warns of spike in
phishing scams targeting digital wallets

(Im) Nepal's Cyber Bureau has warned of a surge in
phishing scams exploiting fake loan offers, stock
training ads, and urgent banking alerts. Victims are
tricked into installing malicious apps or clicking links
disguised as official notices—often sent via platforms
like OneDrive or WhatsApp. Once installed, the
malware gives hackers full access to devices, allowing
them to steal passwords and banking details.

The Bureau has already logged over 13,000 cybercrime
cases this fiscal year, including 217 tied to mobile
wallets. [The Kathmandu Post]

Pakistan: First digital assets policy in line
with FATF guidelines announced

(sn) Pakistan has unveiled its first-ever policy
framework for the regulation of digital assets and
service providers, aligning with international standards
set by the Financial Action Task Force (FATF), a global
watchdog that sets international standards to combat
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money laundering, terrorism financing, and other
threats to the integrity of the global financial system.
The policy seeks to formalize the legal status of
cryptocurrencies and blockchain-based finance while
addressing risks related to money laundering and
terrorism financing.

Announced by the Federal Investigation Agency (FIA)
on April 10, the framework was developed under the
country’s Anti-Money Laundering (AML) and Counter
Terrorism Financing (CTF) authority. It follows the
March 2025 launch of the Pakistan Crypto Council,
which aims to create a legal and operational
infrastructure for digital currencies to attract
international investment.

The policy will set rules for virtual asset operations in
phases starting next year and will undergo stakeholder
and legislative scrutiny. Currently, cryptocurrencies
such as Bitcoin are neither banned nor officially
regulated in Pakistan, and the State Bank has not
authorized any entity to conduct crypto-related
transactions since 2021.

According to FIA Director Sumera Azam, the framework
marks a “paradigm shift” in Pakistan’'s approach to
digital finance and seeks to balance innovation with
national security imperatives. The policy explicitly
aligns with FATF Recommendation 15, which ensures
that AML and CFT regulations adapt to new
technologies and cover virtual assets and virtual asset
service providers. [Arab News]

Pakistan: Religious scholars endorse
organ donation as permissible under
Islamic teachings

(Im) Leading Pakistani religious scholars and medical
experts have issued a joint declaration affirming that
organ donation after death is permissible in Islam,
describing the practice as an act of sadagah jariyah
(ongoing charity). The announcement was made during
a conference hosted by Dow University of Health
Sciences in Karachi on April 10, as part of broader
efforts to address the country's severe shortage of
transplantable organs.

While Islamic views on organ donation have historically
varied, the scholars emphasized that, with proper
consent and ethical procedures, organ donation aligns
with Islamic principles—particularly the emphasis on
saving lives. The declaration noted that organ donation
should occur only with the deceased's prior consent or
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family approval and with respect for the dignity of the
body.

Pakistan currently suffers from a major shortage of
transplantable organs, with long waiting lists and
limited deceased donor infrastructure. Most
transplants rely on living donations from relatives,
while cultural and religious concerns have limited the
development of deceased donation programs. Medical
professionals estimate that as many as 50,000 lives
could be saved annually in Pakistan through a
functional deceased donor system. [Arab News]

Pakistan: Watchdog says cybercrime law
is being used to suppress press freedom

(Im) The Prevention of Electronic Crimes Act (PECA) is
increasingly being used by state authorities in Pakistan
to target journalists and limit freedom of expression,
according to a new report by the Freedom Network, an
independent media watchdog. The report, covering
March 2025, documented eight incidents of threats
against journalists, with three involving direct
application of the amended PECA law.

Originally passed in 2016 to counter cybercrimes such
as online harassment and hacking, PECA was amended
in January 2025 to include broader regulatory powers.
Critics say the expanded provisions are being used as a
legal instrument to stifle dissent and penalize digital
media. Government officials, however, argue the law is
intended to protect journalists and combat serious
online offenses, such as child pornography and deep
fakes.

Cases cited include the arrest of Karachi-based
journalist Farhan Malik for allegedly publishing content
against state institutions, and the charging of Zahid
Sharif in Punjab for sharing posts on police
misconduct. Other incidents include censorship of a
critical interview on The Centrum Media, enforced
disappearances, and alleged abductions linked to
reporting on the military.

The amended law empowers a newly created Social
Media Protection and Regulatory Authority to remove
or block content that is deemed contrary to the
“ideology of Pakistan,” incites public disorder, or
spreads religious, sectarian, or ethnic hatred. The law
also allows crackdowns on what the government
classifies as obscenity, terrorism-related content, and
disinformation.
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Rights groups argue the law is part of a broader digital
clampdown, citing the ongoing ban on platform X
(formerly Twitter), VPN restrictions, and the
establishment of a national firewall. While officials
deny censorship motives, critics view the law as a
powerful tool to curb journalistic freedom and control
online discourse in Pakistan. [Arab News]

Pakistan: Journalist unions threaten
protest over Azad Kashmir case against
newspaper

(Im) Pakistani journalist unions have warned of
nationwide protests after the government in Azad
Kashmir filed a criminal case against Daily Jammu &
Kashmir, accusing it of spreading “fake news” and
“negative propaganda” about the formation of a
paramilitary force. The newspaper, one of the oldest in
Azad Kashmir and based in Muzaffarabad, reportedly
published incorrect reports in its March 26 and 28
editions concerning a new Rangers force being raised
in the region.

The case has been filed under multiple sections of the
Azad Penal Code, including provisions related to
defamation and public criticism of government
officials. This legal action follows a controversial 2024
amendment to Section 505 of Azad Kashmir's Penal
Code, which criminalized public criticism of state
officials, with a minimum punishment of seven years in
prison.

The Pakistan Federal Union of Journalists (PFUJ) and
the Rawalpindi Islamabad Union of Journalists (RIUJ)
condemned the move, calling it an attack on press
freedom and demanding immediate withdrawal of the
charges. PFUJ leaders warned that if the case is not
dropped, they will launch protests throughout Azad
Kashmir and across all provinces of Pakistan.

This is believed to be the first instance of a formal
police case being registered against a newspaper in
Azad Kashmir. The backlash occurs in a politically
sensitive region, where tensions rose last year during
violent protests over inflation, which were quelled only
after the central government approved a USD 86
million relief package.

Azad Kashmir remains a highly contested territory,
forming the western portion of the Kashmir region
claimed by both Pakistan and India. Though largely
calm since a 2021 ceasefire agreement between the
nuclear-armed neighbors, the long-standing territorial
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dispute continues to cloud the region's political
climate. [Arab News]

Pakistan: Entrepreneur to invest in coal-
to-gas plant at Thar coalfields

(mra) South Africa-based Pakistani entrepreneur
Tabassum Pardesi plans to invest in a coal-to-
gasification plant at the Thar coalfields in Sindh
province. This initiative aims to convert coal into
synthetic gas for industrial use, potentially reducing
energy costs and Pakistan's reliance on imported fuels.
The announcement follows a recent mining summit in
Islamabad, highlighting the country's untapped
mineral wealth. [Arab News]

Pakistan: ADB projects 2.5 percent
economic growth amid ongoing reforms

(Im) The Asian Development Bank (ADB) has forecast a
2.5 percent growth in Pakistan's economy for the
current fiscal year, with expectations of a modest
increase to 3 percent in the following year, according
to the April edition of its Asian Development Outlook.
The Manila-based lender attributes the growth
trajectory to macroeconomic stabilization and the
continued implementation of structural reforms,
particularly in tax policy and the energy sector.

Pakistan has faced a prolonged financial crisis over the
past two years, prompting engagement with the
International Monetary Fund (IMF) for critical support.
Since entering the IMF program, key macroeconomic
indicators have reportedly improved, although the
government acknowledges that sustained efforts are
needed to further stabilize the economy and
encourage investment and exports.

The ADB also projected a notable decline in average
inflation, estimating it will fall to 6 percent in the 2024-
25 fiscal year and further to 5.8 percent in 2025-26.
However, the report highlighted Pakistan's low female
labor force participation as a persistent challenge,
noting that increasing women's participation in the
workforce could enhance productivity and contribute
to inclusive growth.

The projections come as Prime Minister Shehbaz
Sharif's administration marks the first year of its
current term, emphasizing what it describes as
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“economic achievements” amid a fragile recovery.
[Arab News]

Pakistan: Prime minister calls for business
sector input in budget planning to boost
exports

(Im) Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif has directed the
inclusion of industrial and business sector
recommendations in the formulation of Pakistan’s
upcoming federal budget, signaling a more inclusive
and consultative fiscal policy approach. The directive
was issued during a high-level meeting to review the
Export Facilitation Scheme, a Federal Board of Revenue
(FBR) initiative aimed at reducing import duties and
taxes on raw materials, machinery, and input goods for
exporters.

Sharif emphasized that increasing export-driven
revenue remains a top government priority and
instructed officials to incorporate expert feedback to
improve the scheme's effectiveness. He also called for
ensuring a level playing field for local industries to
lower production costs and enhance the global
competitiveness of Pakistani exports.

The upcoming budget, expected in June 2025, will be
the second presented by the current government since
taking office last year. The meeting was attended by
key federal ministers, the FBR chairman, and
representatives of the export industry. [Arab News]

Pakistan: Government revives plan to
privatize national airline after first
operational profit in 21 years

(sn) Pakistan has announced it will seek fresh
expressions of interest (Eol) by the final week of April
2025 for the privatization of Pakistan International
Airlines (PIA), following the airline’s first operational
profit in over two decades. The move comes after a
failed privatization attempt last year that drew only a
single offer—well below the asking price of over USD
300 million—due to concerns over taxation issues and
a debt-heavy balance sheet. The government has since
restructured PIA, offloading nearly 80 percent of its
legacy debt to the state and clearing the remaining
from the airline's books to make it more appealing to
potential investors.
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PIA recorded an operational profit of USD 33.48 million
and a net profit of USD 94.32 million for the 2024-2025
fiscal year, marking its first such gains in 21 years.
These profits were attributed to wide-ranging
structural reforms, including stringent financial
discipline, workforce rationalization, route
optimization, and enhanced revenues from cargo
services, ancillary sales, and international code-share
partnerships. Operational margins exceeded
projections by 12 percent.

The renewed privatization push is part of Pakistan's
broader strategy under its USD 7 billion program with
the International Monetary Fund (IMF), which
mandates reforms and privatization of loss-making
state-owned enterprises. Adviser to the Prime Minister
on Privatization Muhammad Ali confirmed that pre-
qualification criteria for bidders are being revised, and
the government is determined to complete the PIA sale
before the end of 2025.

PIA CEO Amir Hayat said the strong financial
performance positions the airline for a “more favorable
valuation” in the upcoming sale and demonstrates the
airline’s turnaround potential. He emphasized that the
profit is not a one-off gain but the result of “deep,
structural changes,” forming the foundation for
sustained profitability. Hayat added that PIA’'s 2025
budget is already based on continued net profits.

In addition to the airline sale, the government has
tasked global real estate firm Jones Lang LaSalle with
advising on the best monetization strategy for PIA's
Roosevelt Hotel in New York—either through direct
sale or a joint venture with a high-tier developer.
Officials believe the latter option could generate
proceeds up to five times higher. [Arab News 1] [Arab
News 2] [Arab News 3]

Pakistan: Top New York firm eyes local
office as privatization drive gains
momentum

(Im) Alvarez & Marsal (A&M), a leading U.S.-based
professional services firm known for corporate
restructuring, is considering opening an office in
Pakistan to support the government’s ambitious
privatization program, the finance ministry announced
on April 9. The move comes as Pakistan aims to
privatize more than 50 state-owned enterprises (SOEs)
over the next four years to reduce the fiscal burden on
the national budget.
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A&M's delegation, which included former Pakistani
central bank governor Reza Bagir—now the firm’s
Global Head of Sovereign Advisory—met with Finance
Minister Muhammad Aurangzeb in Islamabad. The
meeting focused on A&M'’s advisory role in privatizing
SOEs and establishing a sovereign wealth fund. The
firm reaffirmed its commitment to investing in Pakistan
and assisting with the country's economic reform
efforts.

So far, 24 SOEs are in the privatization pipeline,
including several power distribution companies. In
February, A&M signed an advisory agreement with the
government to facilitate the divestment of three such
companies. The reforms form part of Pakistan’s
broader economic restructuring plan, linked to its
ongoing USD 7 billion loan program with the
International Monetary Fund (IMF). The finance
ministry noted that further privatizations will follow a
review to determine which entities are strategic or
essential. [Arab News]

Pakistan: Government eyes fan exports to
Gulf and Africa as part of broader export
diversification strategy

(Im) Pakistan’s Finance Minister Muhammad
Aurangzeb has announced plans to promote the
export of locally manufactured electric fans to Gulf and
African markets, emphasizing their potential role in
bolstering the country’s foreign exchange earnings and
diversifying its export base. His remarks were made
during the “Made in Gujranwala Exhibition” held in
Islamabad on April 11.

The country's fan industry is centered in the Punjab
cities of Gujranwala and Gujrat, where small and
medium enterprises produce a wide range of electrical
appliances for domestic use. Aurangzeb highlighted
the international competitiveness of new energy-
efficient fan models, noting that hot-climate countries
like those in the Gulf and Africa represent strong
potential growth markets.

The move is part of a broader government strategy to
shift from a primarily textile-dependent export
economy to a more diversified, value-added
manufacturing base. “Every single sector in this
country has to export,” Aurangzeb stated, reaffirming
the finance ministry’'s commitment to supporting
private sector efforts.

Pakistan's total exports rose by 11 percent to USD 30.7
billion in the fiscal year ending June 2024. For the
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current fiscal year through March, exports stood at
USD 24.7 billion, marking an 8 percent year-on-year
increase, according to the Pakistan Bureau of Statistics.
[Arab News]

Pakistan: Textile sector eyes U.S.-China
trade war as opportunity despite
potential export losses

(Im) Amid escalating U.S.-China trade tensions,
Pakistan's textile industry is positioning itself to
capitalize on shifting global supply chains while bracing
for possible export losses. Fawad Anwar, Chairman of
the Pakistan Textile Council, said the sector sees a
strategic opportunity to capture market share lost by
Chinese exporters due to steep U.S. tariffs. However,
he acknowledged that the extent of gains would
depend on Pakistan’s ability to negotiate trade terms
effectively.

Pakistan's textile sector, which generates around USD
17 billion in exports annually and is the country’s
largest employer, was at risk of being hit with a 29
percent tariff under the recent U.S. tariff overhaul.
However, a 90-day pause announced by President
Donald Trump last week has spared Pakistan—along
with dozens of other countries—for now. The pause
applies to higher tariffs, while a blanket 10 percent
duty on nearly all U.S. imports remains in place.

However, Pakistan’s textile exporters are still at risk. If
the 29 percent tariff rate is reinstated after the 90-day
pause, the industry could suffer up to USD 2 billion in
export losses, according to expert estimates.
Nevertheless, Anwar remains cautiously optimistic,
arguing that such high tariffs are unsustainable in the
long term for U.S. retailers and consumers alike: “They
cannot sustain this 29 percent... nobody can sustain
this big of a percentage increase.” [Arab News]

Pakistan: Surge in Islamic finance as
fintech secures USD 52 million, record USD
170 million fund launched

(Im) Pakistan's Islamic finance sector continues its
rapid expansion, marked by two major developments:
fintech firm Haball's successful USD 52 million (PKR
14.6 billion) fundraising to support its Shariah-
compliant services and regional expansion, and Lucky
Investments Limited's record-setting USD 170 million
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(PKR 50 billion) initial public offering (IPO) for its debut
Islamic mutual fund.

Haball, based in Karachi, announced it had secured
USD 5 million in equity and USD 47 million in strategic
financing, led by Zayn VC and Meezan Bank. The capital
will fuel its domestic growth and support its entry into
the Middle East, starting with Saudi Arabia later this
year. Haball provides digital invoicing, payment
collection, and Shariah-compliant supply chain
financing to around 8,000 small and medium-sized
enterprises (SMEs) and multinational clients. The
company reports having processed over USD 3 billion
in payments and disbursed more than USD 110 million
in financing to date. It aims to close the severe
financing gap facing Pakistani SMEs, of which fewer
than 5 percent currently access credit through
commercial banks. [Arab News 1]

Meanwhile, Lucky Investments Limited—formerly
Interloop Asset Management and rebranded after its
acquisition by Yunus Brothers Group in December
2024—Ilaunched Pakistan’s largest-ever mutual fund
IPO on April 9. The Lucky Islamic Money Market Fund
raised USD 170 million (PKR 50 billion) in a single day,
reflecting robust investor demand for faith-based,
interest-free financial products. This fund is the firstin
a planned series of Shariah-compliant offerings from
Lucky Investments, a subsidiary of one of Pakistan's
leading conglomerates with interests in textiles,
cement, energy, and real estate.

Both developments underscore growing investor
confidence in Islamic finance and align with Pakistan’s
strategic regulatory goals. As of September 2024,
Islamic banking accounted for 19 percent of total
banking assets and 24 percent of deposits. The State
Bank of Pakistan aims to raise this share to 35 percent
by the end of 2025. [Arab News 2]

Pakistan: Militancy in Balochistan, Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa continues

(sn) Militants killed three policemen and a sub-
inspector in Balochistan after targeting a police vehicle
in the provincial capital of Quetta. Reports stated that
the individuals were on duty when unknown militants
attacked on motorcycles, later fleeing the scene. The
responsible parties remain unknown to Pakistani
authorities.

The incident follows a recent surge in violence in
Balochistan, where separatist groups have intensified
attacks on security forces and public infrastructure.
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Just weeks ago, three police officers were killed in
Quetta in a bomb attack, and in a high-profile incident
last month, militants held hundreds of passengers
hostage on the Jaffer Express train for nearly 36 hours
before a military-led rescue operation.

Balochistan, Pakistan’s largest province by area,
remains plagued by a low-level insurgency driven by
allegations that the central government exploits its
vast mineral wealth—particularly gold and copper—
without fair distribution to local communities.
Islamabad denies these claims, asserting its
commitment to regional development. [Arab News]

In Khyber Pakhtunkhwa (KP), police killed three
militants while conducting a search operation, which
continues to take place throughout the region amid
surging militancy. Police encountered roughly 20
militants during the operation, injuring several
individuals while others fled the scene.

Violence in KP continues to fight two security crises,
with militancy from Tehreek-e-Taliban Pakistan (TTP),
as well as rising border tensions with Afghanistan. In
March 2025, the KP region reported 206 deaths related
to militancy, highlighting the growing problem faced by
the Pakistani government. [Dawn]

Pakistan: Security forces capture one, kill
two ‘high value’ militants

(sn) Pakistani forces conducted several operations
involving instrumental militants, beginning with the
killing of two militants in the Timergara area of Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa’s (KP) Lower Dir district following an
exchange during an intelligence-based operation.

The military later revealed that Kharji Hafeezullah
Kochwan, a wanted individual by Pakistani law
enforcement, was among the deceased, with a fixed
head value of PKR 10 million (approximately USD
35,600 thousand). [ISPR]

In a separate incident, the Counterterrorism
Department (CTD) later arrested a key member of the
Zainebiyoun Brigade in Karachi, an Iran-backed militia.
The CTD claims that Syed Muhammad Musa Rizvi, alias
Kamran, was involved in several sectarian attacks in
Karachi.

Following his arrest, Kamran confessed to his
involvement in an attack that occurred on September
5, 2023, which killed one person, as well as the death
of several other individuals between 2023 and 2024.
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Kamran has funded various sectarian attacks through
the Zainebiyoun Brigade and had previously been in
hiding for fear of being arrested.

The Zainebiyoun Brigade is a separatist faction that
attacks most often in Karachi, as well as Parachinar,
Quetta, and Gilgit Baltistan. The recent arrests are
positive news for Pakistan as it continues to seek
solutions to rising militancy within its borders. [Arab
News]

Pakistan: Navy chief urges continued
combat readiness amid regional maritime
threats

(Im) Pakistan’s Chief of Naval Staff Admiral Naveed
Ashraf has underscored the critical importance of
maintaining high levels of combat readiness to counter
both conventional and non-conventional maritime
threats. Speaking at the Command and Staff
Conference held on April 11 at Naval Headquarters in
Islamabad, Ashraf emphasized strategic preparedness
in light of evolving regional security dynamics.

The conference, the apex decision-making forum of
the Pakistan Navy, brought together all principal staff
officers and field commanders to review policies,
strategic plans, and operational objectives. The naval
chief commended the service for its efforts in acquiring
advanced platforms and maritime technologies,
affirming confidence in its ability to defend Pakistan's
maritime frontiers.

Participants also analyzed regional geostrategic
developments, national security priorities, and
operational responses. The admiral highlighted recent
achievements, including the successful hosting of the
multinational AMAN-25 naval exercise and the AMAN
Dialogue, both of which reflect Pakistan’s commitment
to cooperative maritime security. [Arab News]

Pakistan: Five-day polio eradication
campaign to begin in Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa on April 21

(sn) A five-day polio eradication campaign has been
announced for the Khyber Pakhtunkhwa (KP) province,
which will begin on April 21, 2025. The drive will aim to
vaccinate over 6 million children in the province, with
over 30,000 vaccination teams participating and 50,000
police personnel to be deployed for security purposes.
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Pakistan has thus far reported six polio cases in 2025,
improving from the 74 cases reported in 2024.
Pakistan and Afghanistan are the only two nations
where polio is not yet eradicated, as polio drives
continue to be deployed to fight the paralyzing virus.
[Arab News]

Sri Lanka: President calls U.S. tariffs an
economic disaster, seeks national
consensus on response

Sri Lankan President Anura Kumara Dissanayake has
likened the recently imposed U.S. tariffs on Sri Lankan
exports to economic disasters on the scale of the
COVID-19 pandemic and the 2004 tsunami, describing
them as unexpected and requiring an urgent national-
level response. In response, the President convened an
all-party conference at the Presidential Secretariat to
develop a unified strategy to mitigate the impact of the
tariffs, which threaten a major blow to the country’s
export economy. [Daily Mirror 1] [Daily Mirror 2]

The crisis emerged after former U.S. President Donald
Trump reintroduced sweeping tariffs earlier this
month, including plans to impose duties of up to 44
percent on imports from Sri Lanka. The United States
is Sri Lanka’s largest export destination, accounting for
about USD 3 billion annually, primarily in apparel.

However, in a dramatic policy shift just hours after
these tariffs took effect, President Trump announced a
90-day pause on elevated tariffs for most countries
that did not retaliate—including Sri Lanka—while
negotiations continue. The baseline tariff of 10 percent
on all imports remains in place, but the immediate
threat of higher levies has temporarily eased. The Sri
Lankan government is still awaiting formal clarification
from Washington confirming its inclusion in the pause,
though officials believe it is likely.

In Colombo, President Dissanayake’s emergency
meeting was attended by opposition figures, including
Samagi Jana Balawegaya (S)B) leader Sajith Premadasa
and former Finance Minister Ravi Karunanayake.
Karunanayake proposed leveraging the moment to
deepen ties with the United States, including
eliminating tariffs on U.S. imports to Sri Lanka and
positioning the country as a base for U.S.
manufacturers targeting the Indian market via the
existing free trade agreement.

Premadasa also met separately with U.S. Ambassador
Julie Chung to promote a “fair and forward-looking”
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trade partnership that strengthens ties while
supporting Sri Lankan industry. [Daily Mirror 3]

Meanwhile, former Health Minister Rajitha Senaratne
criticized the government’s response, claiming that
former President Ranil Wickremesinghe could have
used his ties to Elon Musk—allegedly an advisor to
Trump—to secure favorable treatment. Senaratne
pointed to India’s successful negotiation of a reduced
27 percent tariff, noting that other Asian leaders have
held direct talks with the U.S. President. [Daily Mirror
4]

Looking ahead, Sri Lanka also faces potential
challenges in maintaining access to European markets
under the Generalised Scheme of Preferences Plus
(GSP+). Beginning in 2027, the European Union will
enforce revised eligibility criteria requiring stricter
compliance with human rights conventions, including
the repeal of Sri Lanka’s Prevention of Terrorism Act.

Sri Lanka: President Dissanayake issues
ultimatum for bureaucratic reform in
anti-corruption drive

(db) On April 9, 2025, President Anura Kumara
Dissanayake issued an ultimatum to Sri Lanka’s
bureaucratic system, demanding immediate action to
eradicate corruption. Speaking at the National Anti-
Corruption Action Plan 2025-2029 presentation in the
Bandaranaike International Conference Hall, the
President declared a six-month window for
bureaucratic reform, warning that legal action would
commence after May 2025 if no substantial efforts
have been undertaken.

On that occasion, Dissanayake criticized the country’s
government institutions for being compromised by
decades of bribery and corruption. The President
clarified that while the government has been focusing
on stabilizing public service positions since coming into
office in September 2024, the bureaucratic officials
must now demonstrate a commitment to integrity.
Those failing to comply would risk replacement.

Dissanayake detailed how corruption has thwarted Sri
Lanka's development, affecting everything from local
authorities to national financial bodies, including the
Central Bank. He criticized past governments for
fostering a culture of corruption but promised that his
administration would solve this structural problem so
that future generations would not be encumbered by it
anymore. The President contrasted India’s post-
independence progress with Sri Lanka’s economic
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downturn, which he attributed to flawed political
decisions in 2022. He stressed the necessity of a robust
national agenda to revitalize the economy.

Dissanayake also formulated the vision of a society
where the rule of law is paramount and criminal
behavior is retaliated against with swift justice. In this
context, the President highlighted the necessity of
restoring public trust in the Sri Lankan judiciary,
ensuring that no one is above the law.

The National Anti-Corruption Action Plan 2025-2029
aims to transform Sri Lanka into a clean nation by
establishing internal affairs units across all state bodies
up to the Presidential Secretariat. The plan’s drafting
included consultations with civil servants, non-
governmental organizations, and the public via
discussions and surveys. The initiative leverages digital
technology for supervision and compliance and sets
long-term priorities, including education, institutional
development, criminal prosecution, and
anticorruption. The Commission to Investigate
Allegations of Bribery or Corruption shall play a crucial
role in this initiative, striving to establish a corruption-
free society. [Daily News]

Sri Lanka: Parliament begins debate on
Batalanda illegal detention center report

(Im) Sri Lanka’s Parliament on April 10 commenced
debate on the long-awaited report of the commission
that investigated unlawful detentions at the Batalanda
detention center. The debate marks a renewed focus
on accountability for past human rights violations
linked to alleged extrajudicial operations that took
place during the 1980s and 1990s. The Batalanda
facility, widely believed to have been used to detain
and torture political dissidents during the suppression
of the now-ruling Janatha Vimukthi Peramuna (JVP)
uprising, has been a point of controversy in Sri Lanka's
political discourse for decades. [Daily Mirror]

Sri Lanka: Ex-President Wickremesinghe
summoned by Bribery Commission

(Im) Former President Ranil Wickremesinghe has been
summoned to appear before the Commission to
Investigate Allegations of Bribery or Corruption on
April 17 in connection with an ongoing probe involving
Member of Parliament Chamara Sampath
Dassanayake. The investigation concerns the
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premature withdrawal of fixed deposits held by the MP
in a state-owned bank in 2016. Wickremesinghe, who
recently made public comments about the case, is
believed to possess information pertinent to the
inquiry and has been asked to provide further details
regarding his involvement. [Daily Mirror]

Sri Lanka: Opposition MP alleges
Wickremesinghe funded Sirisena’s 2015
campaign in exchange for Central Bank
appointment

(Im) A lawmaker from the main opposition Samagi Jana
Balawegaya (S)B) has claimed that former President
Ranil Wickremesinghe financially supported
Maithripala Sirisena’s 2015 presidential campaign on
the condition that Arjuna Mahendran be appointed
Governor of the Central Bank.

Speaking in Parliament, SJB MP Jagath Vithana made
the allegation while referencing the ongoing
investigations into the Central Bank bond scandal. The
MP said he would disclose further details if summoned
to testify in connection with the inquiry. [Daily Mirror]

The Central Bank bond scandal refers to a
controversial issuance of treasury bonds in 2015 under
the leadership of then-Governor Arjuna Mahendran.
The incident sparked a national outcry when it was
revealed that Perpetual Treasuries Limited, a firm
connected to Mahendran's son-in-law, allegedly
received undue advantage during the bond auctions.
The scandal caused significant losses to the
government and severely undermined public trustin
financial oversight. A presidential commission was
later established, which recommended legal action and
reforms to ensure greater transparency in financial
operations.

Sri Lanka: Attorney General to challenge
bail granted to suspended police chief
Deshabandu Tennakoon

(sl) Sri Lanka's Attorney General's Department has
announced plans to challenge the bail granted to
suspended Inspector General of Police (IGP)
Deshabandu Tennakoon, who is under investigation
for his alleged role in a shooting incident in Weligama
on December 31, 2023. [Daily Mirror 1]
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Tennakoon, who was in remand custody at Dumbara
Prison, was produced before the Matara Magistrate’s
Court on April 10, where he was released on bail with
two sureties of LKR 1 million (USD 3,370) each.
Magistrate Aruna Indrajith Buddhadasa also imposed a
travel ban, ordered the surrender of Tennakoon'’s
passport, and warned that any interference with
witnesses would result in bail revocation. [Daily Mirror
2] [Daily Mirror 3]

However, Additional Solicitor General (ASG) Dileepa
Peeris, representing the prosecution, strongly objected
to the decision and informed the court that a revision
application would be filed before the High Court.
Peeris argued that Tennakoon'’s release could
compromise an ongoing and sensitive investigation,
stating that the case had reached a critical stage.

Highlighting the case’s gravity, the ASG also revealed
that Southern Province Deputy Inspector General (DIG)
Nishantha Soysa, who had provided a statement to the
Criminal Investigation Department (CID), had
requested special protection due to threats to his life.
Peeris emphasized that such developments
underscored the seriousness of the matter, describing
it as unprecedented in his legal career. [Daily Mirror 1]

Sri Lanka: Former minister Pilleyan
detained for 90 days amid ongoing
investigation

(Im) The Criminal Investigation Department (CID) has
secured a 90-day detention order to further
interrogate former State Minister Sivanesathurai
Chandrakanthan, widely known as 'Pilleyan'. He was
arrested on April 8 in Batticaloa as part of an ongoing
investigation, according to police sources. No further
details on the case have been publicly disclosed. [Daily
Mirror]

Sri Lanka: Parliament approves VAT
Amendment Bill

(Im) Sri Lanka’s Parliament has unanimously passed
the Value Added Tax (VAT) Amendment Bill, aimed at
addressing key shortcomings in the current tax
framework. The newly approved bill introduces
exemptions intended to provide relief to low-income
individuals and small-scale producers.
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Under the amendment, individuals earning less than
LKR 150,000 (approximately USD 510) in interest from
bank deposits will be exempt from VAT, easing the tax
burden on small savers. Additionally, VAT will no longer
apply to the sale of eggs, except for producers with
monthly earnings exceeding LKR 5 million
(approximately USD 17,000).

The government has framed the bill as part of a
broader strategy to support vulnerable groups and
correct inefficiencies in VAT implementation while
maintaining fiscal stability. [Daily Mirror]

Sri Lanka: Prime minister pledges future
abolition of Prevention of Terrorism Act

(Im) Sri Lankan Prime Minister Dr. Harini Amarasuriya
has announced that the government plans to abolish
the Prevention of Terrorism Act (PTA) in the future, in
line with the National People’s Power party’s vision for
a “prosperous country and a beautiful life.” Speaking at
a public gathering in the Musali electoral division of
Mannar District on April 12, the Prime Minister
confirmed that a Cabinet-appointed committee is
already working on the process of repealing the PTA.
[Daily Mirror]

Sri Lanka: NCPA investigates alleged
abuse of Grade 3 students in Colombo
school

(Im) The National Child Protection Authority (NCPA) has
launched a formal investigation into reports of
inhumane punishment inflicted on Grade 3 students at
a boys' school in the Colombo Education Zone. The
probe was initiated following a social media video that
appeared to show a primary school teacher beating
seven-year-old students with a stainless steel ruler for
failing to recite a lesson. [Daily Mirror]

Sri Lanka: Ceylon Electricity Board signs
contract to build a major new power plant

(db) On April 11, 2025, the Ceylon Electricity Board
(CEB) finalized a power purchase agreement for
constructing the Sahasdanavi Power Plant. This move
shall serve as a signal for significantly advancing Sri
Lanka's energy network.
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Under the terms of the agreement, the 350-megawatt
combined cycle power facility will be built, owned, and
run by Sahasdanavi Company Limited. The ownership
of the power plant will transition to the CEB after a 25-
year period.

The project, which has received the approval of the
Public Utilities Commission of Sri Lanka, is anticipated
to improve the stability and cost-effectiveness of the
electricity supply for households and businesses
across the nation.

Construction of the facility is scheduled to commence
in the near future. It is projected to begin feeding
electricity into the national grid using open cycle
technology within 30 months. Full operation as a
combined cycle plant is expected to follow 12 months
after that initial phase. [Daily News]

Sri Lanka: IMF commends economic
rebound, urges sustained reforms amid
global uncertainty

(Im) The International Monetary Fund (IMF) has
concluded a round of “highly productive” discussions
with Sri Lankan authorities regarding the Fourth
Review of the country’s Extended Fund Facility (EFF)
arrangement. In a statement, the IMF praised Sri
Lanka's continued reform efforts, noting a strong 5
percent economic rebound in 2024, a drop in inflation
to -2.6 percent by March 2025, and an increase in
gross official reserves to USD 6.5 billion.

Despite these gains, the IMF cautioned that recent
global shocks have introduced new uncertainty for Sri
Lanka's recovery. It urged the government to maintain
reform momentum and policy continuity to safeguard
macroeconomic stability and inclusive growth. The
Fund emphasized the need for improved tax
compliance, sustained revenue mobilization, and the
restoration of cost-reflective electricity pricing to avoid
fiscal risks.

The IMF also highlighted the importance of protecting
vulnerable populations through better-targeted and
adequately funded social safety nets. Ongoing reforms
in tax policy and electricity pricing were named as
priorities for completing the fourth review. Talks are
continuing with the goal of reaching a staff-level
agreement soon. [Daily Mirror]
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Sri Lanka: SriLankan Airlines eyes five-
year recovery with route cuts and partial
listings

(Im) SriLankan Airlines has unveiled a five-year
restructuring strategy aimed at transforming the loss-
making national carrier into a leaner and profitable
entity. The plan, spearheaded by global aviation
advisor Sanjana Fernando, involves cutting
unprofitable routes, transitioning to an all-wide-body
fleet, and publicly listing minority stakes in its three
profitable subsidiaries—ground-handling, catering, and
engineering—on the Colombo Stock Exchange to raise
USD 150 million.

The carrier reported a USD 72.1 million loss in FY2024,
with 38 of its 52 routes incurring losses. Under the new
strategy, it plans to eliminate 15 unprofitable Indian
routes costing USD 24 million annually, saving an
estimated USD 430 million in operating and ancillary
expenses each year. The shift to wide-body aircraft is
expected to improve cargo revenue and reduce costs
by another USD 110 million annually.

Although a first-year loss of USD 31 million is
anticipated due to lease terminations, the airline is
projected to turn a USD 35 million profit by year two
and reach USD 55 million by year five. Annual revenue
will decline to USD 433 million under the leaner model,
but profit margins are targeted at 8 to 10 percent.

The plan also seeks to transition from a hub-and-spoke
model to point-to-point operations, while maximizing
cargo revenue on profitable long-haul routes.
However, success depends on strong political backing
and overcoming systemic weaknesses including
political interference, poor strategic governance, and a
workforce of nearly 6,000. A detailed business plan and
implementation team will follow pending board
approvals. [Daily Mirror]

Sri Lanka: Consumer Affairs Authority
takes legal action against 36 vendors over
sales violations

(Im) The Consumer Affairs Authority (CAA) has initiated
legal proceedings against 36 vendors across Sri Lanka
for violating provisions of the CAA Act, following a
series of raids conducted during the festive season.
The enforcement operation targeted businesses
engaged in unfair sales practices, particularly those
suspected of inflating prices of clothing and electrical
appliances.
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The CAA emphasized that sellers must provide a
minimum six-month warranty on electrical appliances
sold during promotional sales and warned traders
against misleading consumers. Vendors found in
breach of these requirements risk penalties under the
Act. [Daily Mirror]

Sri Lanka: Launch of pilot card payment
system on expressways

(sl) The Ministry of Transport and Highways has
announced plans to launch a pilot project introducing
card payment systems on expressways. The initiative
will be implemented at the Kottawa and Kadawatha
interchanges, enabling motorists to pay tolls using
debit or credit cards, as well as via QR code scanning.
In the event that the pilot project proves successful,
the Ministry intends to extend card payment options to
all expressways in Sri Lanka by May. [Daily Mirror]

Sri Lanka: Improves ranking by three
positions in 2025 Global Passport Index

(sl) According to Nomad Capitalist, Sri Lanka has risen
three places in the Global Passport Index for 2025,
moving from 171st to 168th position.

The index ranks passports worldwide based on five
criteria: visa-free travel, taxation, global perception,
dual citizenship potential, and personal freedom.

Sri Lanka received an overall score of 43.5, allowing
travel to 57 countries either visa-free, with a visa on
arrival, or via e-visa. However, the country scored
relatively low in global perception (30 points) and
personal freedom (20 points).

Among South Asian countries, the Maldives holds the
highest position, ranking 104th globally with a score of
65.5. Bhutan follows at 140th with a score of 49. India
ranks 148th, Nepal 180th and Bangladesh 181st.

At the lower end of the spectrum, Afghanistan has the
weakest passport globally and in South Asia, ranking
199th with a score of 27. Pakistan ranks 195th with a
score of 32, placing it among the five weakest
passports. [Ada Derana] [The Morning]
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Sri Lanka: Over 25,000 vacancies reported
in police and STF, says public security
minister

(Im) Sri Lanka's Minister of Public Security Ananda
Wijepala informed Parliament on April 10 that more
than 23,170 vacancies exist in the national police force
and an additional 2,076 in the Special Task Force (STF).
Responding to a question from MP Rohana Bandara,
the minister said efforts are underway to address the
shortfall. He also revealed that over 100 unresolved
cases before the Supreme Court are delaying police
promotions, further complicating administrative and
operational efficiency within the security sector. [Daily
Mirror]

Sri Lanka: Navy seizes over 100 kilograms
of heroin and crystal meth in high seas
operation

(Im) The Sri Lanka Navy has intercepted a multi-day
fishing trawler off the country’'s western coast, seizing a
major narcotics haul comprising 77.5 kilograms of
heroin and 42.3 kilograms of methamphetamine
(commonly known as Ice). The operation, carried out
based on intelligence reports, led to the arrest of six
suspects and the confiscation of the trawler used in
the smuggling operation. [Daily Mirror 1] [Daily Mirror
2]

Sri Lanka: Surge in mosquito-borne
illnesses Chikungunya, dengue, and
malaria

(db) On April 9, 2025, health authorities in Sri Lanka
warned against a renewed increase in mosquito-borne
diseases, including chikungunya, dengue, and malaria,
asking the public to exercise caution and promptly
seek medical care if symptoms arise.

Officials have noted that Chikungunya has expanded
globally in more than 115 nations, with local
transmission also being observed. Sri Lanka has
recorded 190 suspected cases, with 65 clinically
verified. The Western Province has reported the
highest incidence of this viral iliness. Medical experts
emphasize that the current growth in mosquito
numbers necessitates proactive action to curb the
spread of these diseases, highlighting the elimination
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of mosquito breeding sites as a crucial preventive
measure.

Simultaneously, Sri Lanka is facing a resurgence of
dengue fever. The Ratnapura Teaching Hospital is
currently taking care of 87 patients for dengue, of
which 37 are medical personnel. Due to this outbreak,
immediate sanitation efforts are reportedly being
undertaken within the hospital grounds and adjacent
areas.

Furthermore, a malaria case has been identified at the
Horana District Hospital. The affected individual from
Ellakanda in Horana had recently arrived from a trip
abroad. The Kalutara Malaria Control Unit indicated
that no primary mosquitoes responsible for
transmitting malaria could be detected in the area.
However, secondary vector species were found.
Consequently, the Health Entomology Division has
initiated a local information campaign to warn
residents and distribute mosquito nets to protect
themselves.

Despite Sri Lanka achieving malaria-free status in 2016,
the National Malaria Control Campaign has already
reported 14 cases in 2025, affecting Sri Lankans who
had recently traveled overseas. [Ada Derana]

Constitutional Law and

-Politics, Human Rights

and National Security in
Southeast Asia

Brunei: Government urges business
participation in national ICT manpower
survey
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(ga) The Authority for Info-communications Technology
Industry of Brunei Darussalam (AITI) is conducting the
ICT Manpower Survey to collect data on professionals
in the ICT and non-ICT sectors. The initiative, launched
on December 31, 2024, is supported by the Manpower
Planning Office at the Prime Minister's Office and the
Manpower Industry Steering Committee Working
Group for the ICT Sector (MISC-WG ICT).

Targeting around 400 businesses nationwide, the
survey aims to assess current ICT workforce conditions
and identify employment, training, and skills
development needs, as well as future manpower
demand. The survey, distributed via email to selected
businesses, has an extended submission deadline of
April 30.

Enumerators are available to assist participants, and
responses will be kept confidential and used
exclusively for the study. Businesses can request
access or submit inquiries directly to AITI. [Borneo
Bulletin]

Brunei: National guide on Al governance
and ethics released

(ga) Brunei has introduced its official Guide on Artificial
Intelligence Governance and Ethics, developed by the
Authority for Info-communications Technology
Industry of Brunei Darussalam (AITI) in collaboration
with the Al Governance and Ethics Working Group. The
guide outlines principles for the responsible
development and use of Al systems, covering areas
such as transparency, data governance, security,
fairness, accountability, and human-centricity.

The initiative follows a public consultation process
launched in July 2024, which gathered feedback from
government, industry, academia, tech communities,
and the public. The finalized guide aligns with regional
frameworks, including the ASEAN Guide on Al
Governance and Ethics, supporting responsible Al
interoperability and digital trust across the region.
[Borneo Bulletin]

Cambodia: 342 inmates receive reduced
sentences

(sal) On celebration of the 2025 Khmer New Year, His
Majesty King Norodom Sihamoni has granted sentence
commutations to 342 prisoners, including 21 women.


https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-sdtkidy-l-gj/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-sdtkidy-l-gj/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-sdtkidy-l-gt/

The royal clemency included two life sentences
commuted to 30-year terms, along a 3-month
reduction in sentence for 256 inmates (13 women), a 6-
month reduction for 65 inmates (7 women), and 9-
month reduction for 19 inmates (1 woman).

This act of clemency is part of a regular tradition in
Cambodia, where prisoners have three opportunities
each year to apply for pardons—during Khmer New
Year in April, Visak Bochea Day in May, and the Water
Festival in November. [Khmer Times]

Cambodia: Fuel prices drop

(mfr) According to an announcement by the Ministry of
Commerce, the retail prices of regular gasoline and
diesel in Cambodia have each decreased by KHR 150
per liter (USD 0.04), effective from April 11 to April 20.
This adjustment, which reflects a continued decline in
global fuel prices driven by economic uncertainty,
responds to the changing market dynamics.

The new prices set regular gasoline at KHR 3,750 per
liter (USD 0.94), down from KHR 3,900 (USD 0.97), and
diesel at KHR 3,550 per liter (USD 0.89), reduced from
KHR 3,700 (USD 0.92). These changes were
implemented following consultations with local fuel
distributors and approved by Prime Minister Hun
Manet under a fuel pricing policy introduced by former
Prime Minister Hun Sen to reduce the cost of living.

As a reference, the prices on January 1 stood at KHR
3,950 per liter (USD 0.98) for gasoline and KHR 3,800
(USD 0.95)for diesel. [The Phnom Penh Post]

Cambodia: Increase in rubber exports

(sal) In the first quarter of 2025, Cambodia’s rubber
exports reached USD 116.26 million, up 15.3 percent
from the same period in 2024, with rubber latex
making up the bulk. Latex prices rose 32.7 percent to
USD 1,923 per ton. Local demand for rubber latex,
particularly from tire manufacturers, continues to
show steady growth.

According to a report by the General Directorate of
Rubber under the Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry, and
Fisheries, Cambodia earned USD 116.26 million from
rubber exports between January and March 2025. Of
that, rubber latex accounted for USD 114.93 million,
while rubber wood contributed USD 1.33 million. In the
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first quarter of 2024, those figures were USD 100.48
million and USD 355,694, respectively.

Demand from domestic tire factories is growing,
prompting concerns that exports could drop if rubber
plantations aren't expanded. Sailun Tire Cambodia, a
Chinese tire manufacturer, alone may need 100,000
tons of latex this year. By the end of 2024, Cambodia
had over 425,000 hectares of rubber plantations. That
year, total rubber export revenue hit USD 671.68
million, despite an 8.16 percent dip in latex export
volume. [The Phnom Penh Post]

Cambodia: BYD to launch EV assembly
plant by late 2025

(mfr) Cambodia is set to expand its electric vehicle (EV)
industry with the launch of a BYD assembly plant in the
Sihanoukville Special Economic Zone, scheduled to
begin operations in the fourth quarter of 2025. The
facility, involving over USD 30 million in investment, will
have the capacity to produce 10,000 vehicles annually.
A groundbreaking ceremony is planned for the end of
April.

The announcement came during an April 10 meeting
between the Council for the Development of Cambodia
(CDC) and a delegation from BYD Auto Industry Co.,
Ltd., led by Xiao Haiping. Sun Chanthol, first vice-
president of the CDC, welcomed BYD's investment and
affirmed CDC's readiness to support and coordinate
investment efforts. He noted that EV adoption,
especially of BYD models, is increasing in the country.

Cambodia registered 2,253 EVs in 2024, a sharp rise
from 313 in 2023. BYD, along with Toyota and Tesla,
ranks among the top EV brands in the Cambodian
market. The Kingdom currently hosts six operational
car assembly plants, including those for Ford,
SsangYong, Hyundai, Kia, GTV, and Toyota. [The Phnom
Penh Post]

Cambodia: Prime minister approves over
6,000 hectares in Stung Treng for agro-
industrial development

(mfr) Prime Minister Hun Manet has approved the
development of more than 6,000 hectares of land in
Stung Treng province to establish it as an agro-
industrial hub. This initiative is expected to bring
significant economic benefits to the region. The
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announcement was made during the inauguration of
National Road 71C, which connects Tboung Khmum
and Kampong Cham provinces.

The Prime Minister emphasized that Cambodia’s
expanding road infrastructure is helping integrate
formerly isolated areas into the national economy. He
noted that while physical distances remain unchanged,
the improved roads have significantly reduced travel
time between provinces and the capital, making it
easier and faster to access key areas.

Hun Manet highlighted his commitment to further
infrastructure development in the northeastern region,
which includes Mondulkiri, Ratanakiri, Kratie, and
Stung Treng. These improvements aim to enhance
connectivity and economic opportunities across the
region, demonstrating the government's dedication to
progress. [Khmer Times]

Cambodia: Authorities pursue armed
poachers after shootout in Mondulkiri
sanctuary

(mfr) Authorities are actively searching for a group of
four to six armed poachers who exchanged gunfire
with park rangers in the Sre Pok Wildlife Sanctuary in
Mondulkiri province on April 5. The group, riding
motorcycles and armed with Kalashnikov-style rifles,
opened fire when confronted by rangers on patrol. The
rangers returned fire, with at least 40 shots heard in a
two-minute video released by the Ministry of
Environment. No injuries were reported. The ministry
confirmed that the suspects were illegally hunting
wildlife in the protected area. This marks the latest in a
series of confrontations with armed poachers in the
sanctuary. [The Phnom Penh Post]

The ministry strongly condemned the attack and
coordinated with national authorities, provincial
administrations, and the Unified Command Committee
to locate and prosecute those responsible. The
ministry cited a previous incident in 2018 in which
three rangers were killed in a similar shootout with
poachers. The sanctuary, a 372,707-hectare protected
area, has seen repeated poaching activities despite
ongoing enforcement efforts. In February, rangers
found four suspects with three AK rifles, motorcycles,
and two and a half tons of wildlife. In March, an AKrifle
shell and a raccoon carcass were found, indicating
continued poaching in the area.

Wildlife poaching persists in Cambodia, driven by
demand in restaurants nationwide, including in Phnom
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Penh. Social activists and the ministry have called for
stricter law enforcement and public cooperation to
combat the issue. Following the recent shootout, the
Mondulkiri Provincial Department of Environment and
WWEF-Cambodia convened an emergency meeting to
address illegal activities in the sanctuary. The ministry
urges all law enforcement agencies and the public to
support ongoing efforts to protect Cambodia’s natural
resources and hold perpetrators accountable under
the law. [Khmer Times]

Cambodia: Prime Minster Manet outlines
strategy to increase investment in
Northeast and control online crime

(sal) Prime Minister Hun Manet has urged authorities
in Cambodia’s northeastern provinces Ratanakiri,
Mondulkiri, Kratie, and Stung Treng to strengthen
public security and prevent online scams. This follows
the region’s first major cybercrime bust in Mondulkiri
leading to 258 foreigners from Myanmar, Vietnam,
China and Malaysia to be taken into custody.

Speaking at the launch of a special investment
program on April 9, Manet emphasized promoting
legitimate economic growth through agriculture,
tourism, and legal sectors, warning that tech crimes,
like cassava, not only spread fast but damage long-
term prosperity.

The initiative aims to attract private investment,
improve infrastructure, and diversify the economy.
Finance Minister Aun Pornmoniroth noted that
businesses will receive incentives such as tax breaks,
financing support, and reduced production costs. SMEs
with USD 100,000+ in capital are eligible for these
benefits, backed by funding from national banks. [The
Phnom Penh Post]

Cambodia: Thousands of fake alcohol
bottles seized in Phnom Penh raid

(sal) Authorities in Phnom Penh have uncovered a
large cache of fake and potentially hazardous liquor
stored in a warehouse. On April 10 officers from the
Phnom Penh Economic Crimes Police Branch
conducted a raid on an unmarked warehouse.

During the inspection, officials discovered a wide
variety of counterfeit alcohol products, along with the
equipment and materials used in their production. The
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items found included 289 boxes of alcohol meant for
mixing—equivalent to 3,396 bottles—80 boxes of
counterfeit liquor totaling 916 bottles, as well as bottle
caps, packaging materials, and machinery used in the
manufacturing process. The counterfeit items
mimicked well-known liquor brands. [The Phnom Penh
Post]

Cambodia: Arrests and prepares
deportation of online fraud suspects to
China amid talks with Taipei

(mfr) Cambodian authorities conducted a raid in late
March 2025 on an online fraud operation in Phnom
Penh, leading to the arrest of several individuals,
including Chinese and Taipei nationals. The Ministry of
Foreign Affairs and International Cooperation
confirmed that the crackdown followed Cambodian
legal procedures and was conducted under existing
bilateral agreements, an extradition treaty, and the
Cambodia-China security cooperation framework.
Several arrested individuals have already been
extradited to China. [Khmer Times 1]

As of early April, 179 Taipei nationals arrested during
the operation are scheduled for deportation to China
on Sunday, alongside over 300 Chinese suspects. The
operation also included seven alleged Chinese
ringleaders accused of leading the fraud scheme.

Taipei's Criminal Investigation Bureau is discussing
with Cambodian authorities the possibility of
repatriating the Taipei nationals to face legal
proceedings at home instead. Cambodian media have
suggested that the planned deportations to China may
be a goodwill gesture to Beijing. [Khmer Times 2]

Indonesia: Death penalty procedures to
be updated

(th) The government is currently drafting a bill
concerning the implementation of the death penalty,
which is scheduled to be enacted on January 2, 2026.

The Coordinating Minister for Legal, Human Rights,
Immigration, and Correctional Affairs, Yusril Ihza
Mahendra, stated that the proposed legislation was
formulated considering the present situation in
Indonesia, during the shift from the long-standing
Dutch colonial-era Criminal Code to the National
Criminal Code.
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On April 8 Yusril explained that the new National
Criminal Code will not immediately execute the death
sentence. Instead, individuals sentenced to death will
be required to undergo a decade of imprisonment to
evaluate the sincerity of their remorse and repentance.
If considered to have genuinely repented, their
punishment can be commuted to life imprisonment.
This stipulation applies universally to all individuals on
death row, regardless of their nationality.

Ramoti Samuel, a drafter from the Ministry of Law and
Human Rights, referenced Law Number 1 of 2023,
regarding the KUHP, the Indonesian Criminal Code,
noting that the death penalty is no longer the primary
punishment, but a specific one under the revised
Criminal Code.

Furthermore, the new Criminal Code prioritizes the
deferral of the death sentence based on several
conditions, including pregnancy, breastfeeding, and
mental incapacities.

During an October 2024 discussion, he commented
that the law views capital punishment as a substitute
for life imprisonment or a maximum of two decades of
incarceration, given its gravity. He further mentioned
that this penalty will be specified in a distinct legal
provision.

Even with the updated provisions, death row convicts
will still have the opportunity to appeal for clemency to
the president. [Antara]

However, Indonesia’s continued use of the death
penalty faces scrutiny from human rights advocates
and organizations. A report by Amnesty International
revealed that Indonesia had sentenced 85 individuals
to death last year, a significant number in Southeast
Asia. While executions have been halted since 2016,
the imposition of new death sentences remains a
concern. Amnesty International Indonesia has urged
the government to abolish the death penalty, aligning
with the global trend towards its elimination. [Tempo
11

Despite these calls for abolition and concerns about
ongoing death sentences, concerns have also been
raised about a perceived “double standard” in
Indonesia’s approach, as the country continues to
issue death sentences while also repatriating some
death row convicts to their home countries. [The
Jakarta Post]

The President s administration, for example, has so far
repatriated Mary Jane Veloso, a Filipina sentenced to
death 14 years ago for a drug case. Her repatriation to
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the Philippines removed the possibility of execution,
given that the Philippines has a long-standing abolition
of the death penalty. She is currently imprisoned in the
Philippines, awaiting a possible pardon. [Al Jazeera]

Despite these criticisms, the House of Representatives
has agreed with the government to maintain the death
penalty within the criminal code. As stated by
Hasbiallah llyas, a member of the Indonesian House of
Representatives (DPR) Commission Ill, the Commission,
which is responsible for overseeing legal affairs,
human rights, security, and governmental structure, is
ready to debate the derivative regulations of the
Indonesian Penal code, including further arrangements
regarding the provision of the death penalty. These
provisions will continue to be applied as specific
criminal sanctions. [Tempo 2]

Indonesia: Three judges arrested over
crude palm oil export bribery allegations

(th) The Attorney General's Office (AGO) has arrested
three judges suspected of taking bribes to acquit three
companies accused of illegally exporting crude palm
oil.

Agam Syarif Baharudding, Ali Muhtarom, and
Djuyamto are accused of accepting billions of rupiah in
bribes from Ariyanto, a lawyer representing the three
companies: Wilmar Group, Permata Hijau Group, and
Musim Mas Group. During a press conference on April
14, AGO's Director of Investigations, Abdul Qohar,
stated that the judges were fully aware that the
payments were intended to ensure a favorable verdict.

These arrests bring the total number of suspects in the
case to seven. The other four individuals implicated are
South Jakarta District Court clerk Wahyu Gunawan,
defense lawyers Marcella Santoso and Ariyanto, and
former South Jakarta District Court Chief Muhammad
Arif Nuryanta.

The investigation began after a contentious ruling by
the Jakarta Anti-Corruption Court, presided over by
Judge Djuyamto, on March 19. The three companies
were initially accused of violating a temporary ban on
crude palm oil (CPO) exports implemented by then-
President Joko Widodo in 2022 during a national
cooking oil shortage.

Prosecutors contended that the illegal exports cost the
state IDR 19.3 trillion (USD 1.14 billion) because the
government had to heavily subsidize domestic cooking
oil prices to alleviate the crisis. However, the court
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determined that their actions did not constitute a
criminal offense, resulting in their acquittal. [Jakarta
Globe]

Indonesia: Supreme Court forms
evaluation task force following arrest of
four judges

(th) The Supreme Court announced on April 14 the
establishment of a dedicated team to assess the
performance of judges throughout Jakarta. The Court
stated that this new supervisory body will spearhead a
comprehensive evaluation of judicial behavior.

The court also intends to introduce an electronic
application to implement an automated system for
assigning judges to district court cases. This new
system is designed to prevent the possibility of pre-
trial agreements between defendants and judicial
panels.

The implementation of this new application is
anticipated to reduce the potential for fraudulent
activities during court proceedings.

The creation of the task force and the new application
comes after the arrest of South Jakarta District Court
Chief Muhammad Arif Nuryanta and three other
judges on suspicion of accepting bribes from defense
attorneys representing three companies accused of
illegally exporting crude palm oil (see article above).
[Jakarta Globe]

Indonesia: Convicted Djoko Tjandra
investigated over alleged meeting with
fugitive Harun Masiku

(th) Convicted corruption offender Djoko Soeigarto
Tjandra has once again become the focus of attention
after anti-graft investigators questioned him about a
supposed meeting with long-sought fugitive Harun
Masiku.

On April 9, the Corruption Eradication Commission
(KPK) verified that Djoko was interrogated as a witness
in the ongoing bribery investigation related to former
legislative hopeful Harun Masiku. The KPK stated that
investigators received information indicating a meeting
between Djoko and Harun in Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia.
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During the questioning, Djoko claimed he did not know
Harun. The purpose of the interrogation was to verify
the alleged meeting, which, if substantiated, could
uncover a wider network assisting Harun's prolonged
avoidance of legal authorities. Harun, a former
Indonesian Democratic Party of Struggle (PDI-P)
candidate, has been a fugitive since a 2020 operation
that exposed a bribery plot to secure him a
parliamentary seat through a temporary replacement
process.

Djoko has previously been convicted in three separate
cases, including the Bank Bali debt collection rights
scandal and the well-known bribery scheme involving
senior police officials and prosecutors related to his
red notice.

Djoko also denied any acquaintance with PDI-P
Secretary General Hasto Kristiyanto and his associate,
Donny Tri Istigomah, both of whom have been named
as suspects in the same case. [Jakarta Globe]

Indonesia: PDI-P stays out of cabinet
despite Prabowo-Megawati meeting

(th) Despite a recent meeting on April 7 between
President Prabowo Subianto and Megawati
Soekarnoputri, the chairwoman of the ruling Indonesia
Democratic Party of Struggle (PDI-P), the party
maintains its stance of not joining Prabowo's cabinet.
The PDI-P is largest party in the House of
Representatives (DPR), with 110 seats. Prabowo is
chairman of the Gerindra Party which has 86 seats in
the DPR.

Prabowo's personal visit to Megawati's home, a rare
occurrence in Indonesian politics, was part of his post-
election efforts to foster reconciliation with key
political parties.

Ahmand Muzani, secretary-general of Prabowo’s Great
Indonesia Movement Party (Gerindra), reported that
Megawati who served as president from 2001-2004
used the meeting to extend her best wishes for
Prabowo's presidency and stressed the importance of
using power for the national good.

He also emphasized that the meeting conveyed a
powerful message of national unity and reconciliation,
particularly during periods of economic instability and
heightened international tensions.

PDI-P stands as the sole major party that has opted out
of participating in Prabowo'’s administration, while
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stopping short of officially declaring itself an
opposition party. [Jakarta Globe]

Former President Joko “Jokowi” Widodo commended
Prabowo’s meeting with Megawati, suggesting that it
could lead to beneficial developments for the nation
and promote political stability. [The Jakarta Post]

In a more recent update, House of Representatives
(DPR) Speaker Puan Maharani announced on April, 14
2025, that further meetings between President
Prabowo and Megawati are anticipated.

While no precise dates were disclosed, Maharani
indicated that the discussions between the two
national figures would focus on issues concerning the
country's development.

Maharani also suggested that PDIP might offer more
concrete assistance to President Prabowo in the
execution of his presidential responsibilities. [Antara]

Indonesia: Jakarta's poverty rate reduces
by 0.16 points amid economic growth

(th) On April 9, Jakarta's Governor Pramono Anung
reported a reduction in the city’s poverty level of 0.16
percentage points in September 2024, reaching 4.14
percent. This is a decrease from the 4.30 percent
recorded in March 2024.

Pramono attributed this positive change to
enhancements in various macroeconomic factors,
including consistent economic expansion.

He also pointed out that Jakarta's economic results
were consistent with nationwide economic trends
despite instability in the global environment. [Antara]

Indonesia: Government double downs on
downstreaming, amidst possible trade
war

(th) To prepare for the potential consequences of an
escalating trade conflict between the United States and
China, Energy and Mineral Resources Minister Bahlil
Lahadalia is prioritizing the development of
downstream industries to safeguard national
economic stability.
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The minister believes that the trade war could create
favorable business conditions for Indonesia.

He highlighted in an April 9 statement to the press,
that the trade war has the potential to strengthen
Indonesia’s internal economy, and as a result, the
government is implementing thorough measures to
increase the value of the country’s plentiful raw
materials, which provide Indonesia with a competitive
edge. Lahadalia also noted that the President has
urged greater focus on the domestic economic
situation.

Tri Winarno, the director general of oil and coal at the
Ministry of Energy and Mineral Resources, indicated
that the impact of the U.S.'s reciprocal tariffs on
Indonesia’s energy and mineral resources sector is
expected to be minimal.

To mitigate potential negative effects, the Ministry of
Energy and Mineral Resources will support the
government's efforts to reduce the trade deficit
between Indonesia and the U.S. This will likely involve
Indonesia increasing its imports of oil and liquefied
petroleum gas from the U.S. [Antara]

Indonesia: Papua militia group kills 11
gold miners

(th) A separatist militia associated with the Free Papua
Movement (OPM) is responsible for the deaths of 11
gold miners in the isolated Yahukimo Regency of
Papua. The attack occurred in Brupmakot Village,
Seradala District, situated roughly 52 kilometers from
Dekai, capital of Yahukimo.

Papuan rebel spokesperson Sebby Sambom stated
that the rebels killed over 17 individuals since April 6,
including five on April 9 asserting that these victims
were military personnel disguised as gold miners. The
OPM-linked group released a statement claiming
responsibility for the attack, even though they did not
confirm the number of fatalities. The group justified
their actions by alleging that the victims were security
forces posing as miners.

However, the defense ministry the rebels’ claims,
informing reporters that 11 illegal miners were brutally
killed in the area and denying that they were military
officers, labeling this as rebel propaganda.

The government's joint military and police unit in
Papua, Task Force Cartenz, also acknowledged the
incident, but stated the precise number of casualties is
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still uncertain due to the area’s remote location.
Brigadier General Faizal Ramadhani, commander of
Task Force Cartenz, reported that initial details about
the attack came from an individual who survived and
managed to escape the mining site to inform
authorities.

Separately, police announced on April 10 that 35
people from the area were evacuated to another
district, while two residents remained held hostage by
the rebels. The police added that this attack was
among the deadliest in recent years, noting a 2018
incident where a separatist group killed 21 road
construction workers in the highland region of Nduga.

The acquisition of more advanced weaponry by rebels
in Papua in recent years, obtained through raids on
army posts or from the illegal arms trade has also
been a concern. [Jakarta Globe] [The Jakarta Post]

This recent attack follows an incident just weeks prior
in the same regency, where an OPM-affiliated group
killed a female teacher and injured six others (see AR
No. 12, March/2025, 4).

Indonesia: National Narcotics Agency
partners Jakarta to intensify fight against
drugs

(th) During a meeting on April 11, the National
Narcotics Agency (BNN) and the Jakarta provincial
government reached an agreement to strengthen their
cooperative efforts in addressing the drug problem in
Jakarta. The purpose of the meeting was to enhance
the coordinated efforts between the national and local
authorities in preventing and eliminating drug abuse
and trafficking within Jakarta Province.

At the meeting, BNN chief Marthinus Hukom and
Jakarta Governor Pramono Anung stressed the
necessity of employing a thorough and joint strategy to
manage the issue. In a statement issued on April 12,
Jakarta was identified as a key area for illicit drug
trafficking, with an estimated 3.3 percent of the
population, or around 132,000 individuals, being drug
users. Hukom pointed out that the social
circumstances in Jakarta's densely populated areas
often contribute to illegal drug trade.

According to Nurhadi Yuwono, the head of Jakarta BNN
offices, data and mapping indicate approximately 112
areas are susceptible to drug-related issues.
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As part of the response, four clinics are reported to
have provided rehabilitation services to 1,150 drug
users in the province to date. These clinics have
implemented various programs, including anti-drug
declarations, social support, information
dissemination, and community-based intervention
initiatives. [Antara]

Laos: Student living allowances increased

(tas) The Ministry of Education and Sports in Laos has
announced a significant increase in monthly living
allowances for students across all education levels,
effective immediately. The new policy is designed to
improve enrollment rates, particularly among
disadvantaged groups such as low-income families,
ethnic minorities, orphans, children with disabilities,
vocational learners, and teacher training students.

Allowances for students with special needs have risen
from LAK 90,000 (USD 4.16) to LAK 300,000 (USD
13.85), while teacher training students now receive LAK
700,000 (USD 32.32) per month, up from LAK 200,000
(USD 9.24).

Talented students, vocational learners, and higher
education students have also seen substantial
increases. The Ministry emphasized that the revised
scheme reflects the government's commitment to
ensuring equal access to education and reducing
financial barriers for students across the country. [The
Laotian Times]

Laos: ADB forecasts moderate growth
amid inflation and debt challenges

(tas) The Asian Development Bank (ADB) in its latest
Asian Development Outlook projects Laos’ GDP to
grow by 3.9 percent in 2025 and 4.0 percent in 2026.
While logistics and tourism continue to drive growth,
the country faces persistent macroeconomic
challenges.

Inflation, which averaged 23.3 percent in 2024, is
expected to ease to 13.5 percent in 2025, though it
remains high compared to the regional average of 2.3
percent. Fiscal policy will remain tight, with the
government targeting a 1 percent deficit and aiming to
boost revenue through tax reforms. Despite positive
export trends and strong domestic demand, external
risks such as rising U.S. tariffs pose uncertainties. [The
Laotian Times]
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Laos grants land concessions for durian cultivation
to boost exports to China

(tas) Authorities in Attapeu province have signed 30-
year land concession agreements with three Lao
companies to cultivate durian on over 273 hectares,
part of a national push to scale up commercial fruit
farming. Each company received 100 hectares, with
most of the land earmarked for durian and some
preserved as forest. This initiative aligns with Laos'
broader ambition to become a key durian supplier to
China, which consumes 91% of the global durian
supply. Driven by growing Chinese demand, investors
have called for the creation of Lao durian-focused
associations and a research center to standardize
cultivation and export practices. Although Laos is not
yet authorized to export durians to China, these
developments mark significant steps toward entering
that market. [Nation Thailand]

Malaysia: Review of increasing Sabah-
Sarawak parliamentary seats still pending

(tl) Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Rural and
Regional Development Ahmad Zahid Hamidi stated
that the federal government has not yet reviewed the
proposal to increase Sabah and Sarawak's
representation in Parliament. He emphasized that
discussions within the unity government must take
place first, followed by consultations with opposition
MPs and the Election Commission.

The issue was raised following Deputy Prime Minister
and Minister of Energy Transition and Water
Transformation Fadillah Yusof's remarks that any
increase must be negotiated with Peninsular Malaysia
MPs, who currently hold 75 percent of parliamentary
seats. Fadillah also mentioned that if technical
discussions fail, the matter may be brought to the
Malaysia Agreement 1963 (MA63) Implementation
Action Council.

Currently, Sabah and Sarawak jointly hold 56 out of
222 seats, a ratio unchanged since 2006. The two
states, along with the Federal Territory of Labuan,
belong to East Malaysia - located on the island of
Borneo. [Malaymail]
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Malaysia: Opposition PN coalition selects
Abdul Muhaimin Malek for Ayer Kuning
by-election

(ga) The opposition Perikatan Nasional (PN) coalition
has named Abdul Muhaimin Malek as its candidate for
the Ayer Kuning by-election scheduled for April 26. The
announcement was made by Malaysian Islamic Party
(Parti Islam Se-Malaysia, PAS) Deputy President Tuan
Ibrahim Tuan Man at an event in Tapah on April 8. PAS
is the major component party in the PN coalition,
holding 43 of the 68 PN seats in the House of
Representatives.

Muhaimin, the PAS Tapah Division chief and a native of
Ayer Kuning, was selected after a comprehensive
screening process. He aims to reclaim the seat
previously held by Barisan Nasional (BN) following the
sudden death of the incumbent, Ishsam Shahruddin,
on February 25. [Bernama 1]

Meanwhile, the minor Socialist Party of Malaysia (PSM)
has nominated its Deputy Secretary-General, Bawani
KS, as the candidate for the Ayer Kuning state by-
election on April 26. This marks her second attempt to
contest the seat, and she plans to leverage her local
roots to gain support.

Despite limited resources compared to other parties,
Bawani emphasized that PSM’s goal is to provide
alternative voices and ensure the concerns of the
people are heard. PSM Secretary-General S.
Arutchelvan further refuted claims that the party
intends to split the vote, noting that their financial
constraints prevent them from hosting large-scale
events.

The Election Commission has scheduled nomination
day for April 12, early voting for April 22, and polling
day for April 26. In the 2022 general election, Ishsam
won the seat with 9,088 votes, ahead of his closest
rival from Pakatan Harapan who secured 6,875 votes.
[Bernama 2]

Malaysia: People's Justice Party
introduces blockchain technology for
secure party elections

(ga) The People's Justice Party (PKR), which is part of
the Pakatan Harapan (PH) ruling coalition led by Prime
Minister Anwar Ibrahim, has introduced blockchain
technology for its internal party elections, ensuring the
security and authenticity of online voter data. This step
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includes identity verification for online voters using a
transaction verification pass number (OTP) and facial
recognition, while physical voters will undergo
biometric fingerprint verification.

PKR Elections Committee (JPP) Chairman Zaliha
Mustafa highlighted that this move makes PKR the first
political party in Malaysia to implement such advanced
technology for internal elections. The party's 2025
divisional elections, involving 296,403 eligible
members, will see voting from April 11 to 20, with
simultaneous online and physical voting.

A total of 16,878 candidates are contesting for various
positions, with the results to be announced on the
same day. JPP emphasized the importance of a fair and
professional campaign period, which ends on April 19.
[Bernama]

Malaysia: Education loan reform under
consideration

(th) Prime Minister Anwar lbrahim announced that the
government may revise the National Higher Education
Fund Corporation (PTPTN) loan rates and repayment
terms, as the fund's outstanding debt nears MYR 40
billion (USD 90,4 million).

Speaking during “Meet Anwar@IIUM: A Special
Homecoming” program, he suggested wealthier
families should contribute more to support students
from lower-income backgrounds, potentially through
targeted taxation.

The dialogue session, attended by around 3,000
students and staff, also touched on recent claims
involving the Travel Control Office (TCO). Anwar
confirmed that VIPs, including himself, are subject to
TCO monitoring, responding to Terengganu MB Ahmad
Samsuri Mokhtar's claim of being under surveillance
and facing travel restrictions. [Malaymail]

Malaysia: Former PM Tun Abdullah
Ahmad Badawi dies at 85

(ga) Malaysia's fifth Prime Minister Tun Abdullah
Ahmad Badawi died on April 14 at the National Heart
Institute (JN) in Kuala Lumpur. He was 85. The cause of
death was linked to breathing difficulties, and he was
placed under intensive care before passing away
peacefully, surrounded by family. The news was
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confirmed by his son-in-law, Khairy Jamaluddin.
[Bernama 1]

Tun Abdullah, who served as Prime Minister from
October 31, 2003, to April 3, 2009, following the
resignation of Mahathir Mohamad, was laid to rest on
April 15 at the Heroes’ Mausoleum, National Mosque,
with full state funeral honours. His remains were
brought to his residence at Bait Badawi before being
transported to National Mosque for the lying-in-state.
Thousands of people, including royalty, government
officials, and former prime ministers, attended to pay
their final respects.

Tun Abdullah is the fifth national leader to be buried at
the Heroes’ Mausoleum, alongside Tun Abdul Razak,
Tun Hussein Onn, Tun Dr Ismail, and Tun Abdul Ghafar
Baba. The national flag was flown at half-mast
nationwide as a mark of respect.

During his time in office, Tun Abdullah introduced
several key policies, including the concept of Islam
Hadhari, the J-Qaf religious education program, and
the Education Development Master Plan (PIPP 2006-
2010). He also played a significant role in strengthening
Islamic education and developing human capital
during his tenure as Education Minister (1984-1986).
[Bernama 2] [Bernama 3]

In tribute to his contributions, Communications
Minister Fahmi Fadzil announced the production of a
special documentary by the state news agency
(Bernama), RTM, and JaPen to honour Abdullah’s
legacy. The documentary aims to highlight his policy
decisions and focus on both economic and human
development.

The government has requested privacy for the family
during the mourning period, while official funeral
arrangements and commemorative activities continue
to be coordinated. [Bernama 4]

Malaysia Launches New SSM Initiatives

(thThe Ministry of Domestic Trade and Cost of Living,
through the Companies Commission of Malaysia (SSM),
has unveiled four new initiatives to strengthen
corporate compliance and ease business operations,
especially for micro, small, and medium enterprises
(MSMESs).

Launched in conjunction with SSM’s 23rd anniversary,
the first initiative introduces a new e-Advertisement
platform for Limited Liability Partnerships (LLPs)
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undergoing voluntary winding up, offering a more
affordable alternative to print media atUSD 105 (
RM500) per notice.

The second initiative offers up to 95% reduction in
compounds and lowers the e-Advertisement fee to
USD21 (RM100) for eligible dormant LLPs with
outstanding penalties, valid until September 30, 2025.

The third measure grants a 90% compound reduction
for common offences under the Companies Act and
LLP Act, also valid until the same deadline.

The fourth initiative encourages inactive companies to
regularise their status by offering a 95% compound
discount for those applying for name removal under
Section 550 of the Companies Act 2016.

In addition to these new policies, SSM continues to
support the Free Business Registration Scheme (SPPP)
for B40 individuals, students, and spouses of B40
entrepreneurs, as well as the 1 OKU 1 Business
Scheme for persons with disabilities.

Minister Datuk Armizan Mohd Ali urged business
owners to make full use of these incentives to foster a
more competitive and inclusive business landscape.
[Bernama]

Malaysia maintains commodity exports to
US during 90-Day tariff pause

(tl) Malaysia will continue exporting key commodities
to the US during a 90-day pause on new tariffs,
providing time for impact's assessment and diplomatic
engagement. Plantation and Commodities Minister
Johari Abdul Ghani said this grace period allows
normal trade operations, as Malaysia exports around
USD 4.47 billion worth of goods annually to the US,
including palm oil, rubber, furniture, and cocoa
products.

While the basic tariff rate remains at 10%, Malaysia
plans to address the issue through diplomatic
channels. Johari also noted that Malaysia could face
competition if China diverts lower-priced rubber
products to non-US markets. Overall, Malaysia's
commodity exports total USD 39.57 billion yearly, with
palm oil accounting for USD 25.53 billion. [Malaymail]

Malaysia: Economy still stable amid US
tariffs
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(tl) International Trade and Industry Minister Tengku
Zafrul Abdul Aziz assured that Malaysia’s economy
remains stable despite ongoing global trade
uncertainties triggered by US President Donald
Trump's abrupt tariff hike. He stated that the
government is closely monitoring the situation and
accelerating trade diversification efforts to protect
national interests. [Malaymail 1]

While no official meeting date has been confirmed,
Malaysia has initiated talks with top US trade officials,
aiming for diplomatic engagement rather than
retaliation. The government plans to send a high-level
envoy to Washington by the end of April as discussions
with the US Trade Representative (USTR) are already
underway. [Malaymail 2]

Malaysia: Entrepreneurship support in
Sabah and Sarawak

(tl) Malaysia's Entrepreneur Development and
Cooperatives Ministry (KUSKOP) is ramping up efforts
to support entrepreneurship in Sabah and Sarawak
through region-specific initiatives. Minister Ewon
Benedick announced tailored programs such as the
Tamu Desa project, financing schemes, and training
opportunities for local entrepreneurs.

He highlighted that MYR 813 million (USD 183 million)
has been distributed to over 53,000 entrepreneurs and
cooperatives in Sabah. KUSKOP is also expanding rural
banking access and will host the MADANI Rakyat
program in Sabah this May, involving more than 50
agencies to boost entrepreneurial awareness and
support. [Bernama]

Launched in 2024, the MADANI Rakyat program is the
government's initiative aimed at fostering direct
engagement between citizens and government
agencies.

Malaysia: Sabah rolls out free personal
accident insurance

(tl) The Sabah state government has launched a fully
state-funded group insurance scheme that will provide
free personal accident coverage for 3.5 million
residents. Announced by Finance Minister Masidi
Manjun, the initiative targets all eligible individuals
from one month to 80 years old, with benefits
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including up to USD 2200 in accident coverage and
USD 110 in funeral support.

The coverage, managed by state-owned Progressive
Insurance Bhd, will run from May 1, 2025, to April 30,
2028. Claims are expected to be processed within two
to four weeks after submission of complete
documents. [Malaymail]

Malaysia: Oracle reinforces Al investment
plans

(tl) Prime Minister Anwar lbrahim recently hosted the
courtesy visit of Oracle Corporation, a multinational
computer technology company based in the United
States, and met its delegation lead, Asia Pacific
executive Vice-President, Garrett llg, to discuss
advancing Al-driven services and strengthening
Malaysia's digital workforce.

The discussion emphasized talent development and
digital inclusivity as key priorities. Oracle reaffirmed its
commitment to a USD 6.5 billion investment in
Malaysia, which includes establishing a public cloud
center and introducing over 150 infrastructure and
SaaSs solutions to support the country’s digital
economy and Al innovation. [Malaymail]

Myanmar: Government launches
nationwide earthquake relief and
reconstruction plan

(nf) Following the destruction wrought by the
Mandalay earthquake, the Government has launched a
combined emergency relief and reconstruction effort
to assist communities affected in the Inlay area. The
victims of the earthquake will be given food for a
month, and MKK 1 million (USD 476) compensation to
the families of the deceased, along with financial
support for the destroyed houses. The Ministry of
Construction and the Directorate of Military Engineers
were instructed to arrange for the recruitment of
skilled laborers and carpenters with immediate effect
to finish house renovations and reconstructions prior
to the rainy season.

A station hospital will be built to provide continuing
health care, and rebuilding the schools is scheduled to
begin the next school year. Building materials such as
timber, cement, and corrugated iron sheets have been
promised by the government, and future buildings
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have been ordered to be of earthquake-resistant
safety standards that can stand an earthquake
measurement of 8 and higher. The Global New Light of
Myanmar]

Myanmar: Senior-General Min Aung
Hlaing attendance of religious ceremony
sparks criticism

(hw) Myanmar junta leader Senior General Min Aung
Hlaing traveled with his family to Taunggyi, the capital
of Shan State in eastern Myanmar, to attend a religious
ceremony. The event included the installation of
jewelry on the ceremonial umbrella atop the Shwe
Bhone Pwint Pagoda in Taunggyi and the consecration
of the pagoda by several senior monks. The trip and
ceremony drew criticism for being held immediately
after a devastating earthquake.

In addition, Min Aung Hlaing visited earthquake victims
in the Inle region, asserting that the military was not
interfering in politics but was instead engaged in
national affairs. He stressed that relief efforts should
be carried out across all affected areas without
discrimination and highlighted the importance of
cooperation in rebuilding infrastructure in the Inle
region. [BBC News, in Burmese]

Myanmar: Junta orders matriculation
exam retake after earthquake fire
destroys answer papers

(hw) The Ministry of Education has announced that
students from Mandalay Region, Kachin State, Sagaing
Region, and the Naypyidaw Union Territory must
retake the matriculation exam. The exam was originally
held in mid-March 2024. Answer papers from these
four regions had been stored at Mandalay University,
which was destroyed in a massive fire that broke out
following the earthquake on March 28.

Rumors about the need to retake the exam had
circulated since March 29, when Senior General Min
Aung Hlaing visited Mandalay. However, due to the
extensive damage to buildings and basic infrastructure
caused by the earthquake, details about the
rescheduled exam remain undecided. The junta stated
that over 676,000 exam papers belonging to more than
62,000 students were destroyed in the fire. [BBC News,
in Burmese]
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Myanmar: Children face growing risk of
disease amid water shortages after
devastating earthquake

(nf/anl) International NGO Save the Children has
alerted that children in the quake-hit zones of
Myanmar are at greater risk of waterborne diseases
like diarrhoea and cholera due to recent rainfall and
extensive shortages of water after the devastating 7.7
magnitude quake on March 28.

The agency reports that clean water access has been
denied to numerous communities after water sources
were contaminated, pipes were damaged, and there is
no electricity to pump water. Families are also turning
to unsafe surface water and seeking shelter in
makeshift temporary accommodations with no
defense against the elements, generating additional
concern regarding the spread of mosquito-borne
illnesses such as dengue and the immediate necessity
for sanitation facilities.

As emergency water supplies can only provide
temporary respite, Save the Children is urging
investment in sustainable long-term water sources and
immediate humanitarian support to avert a potential
health crisis among children already weakened by
chronic conflict and climate-related disasters.
[Mizzimal]

Mandalay faces growing crisis amid earthquake and
ongoing conflict

Meanwhile, local displaced residents and aid workers
report that people in Mandalay and the Inle Lake area
are facing increasing hardship following the recent
earthquake, while the ongoing conflict continues to
displace communities in northern Shan State, Sagaing
Region, Kachin State, and Karenni State. Mandalay,
heavily impacted by the earthquake, has also become
a refuge for those fleeing violence from Kachin,
Sagaing, and northern Shan.

Earlier this month, the UN Office for the Coordination
of Humanitarian Affairs (UNOCHA Myanmar) reported
that the earthquake may have affected up to 17 million
people across nearly 60 of Myanmar’s 330 townships.
Millions in the hardest-hit areas are now struggling
with limited or no access to electricity, clean water,
food, and healthcare. [Mizzima]
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Myanmar: Revolutionary attack on
Tanyaung power plant sparks junta
retaliation

(anl) Revolutionary forces attacked the Tanyaung
Power Plant in Salin Township, Magway Region. The
facility supplies electricity to the junta’s Defence
Product Industries, including Military Weapons
Factories No. 20, 21, and 25, as well as Air Defence
Command Centre No. 9. According to resistance
sources, the attack was carried out on March 31 and
caused 80 percent destruction of the facility, with the
Bamar Army reporting that over 80 transformers
supplying nearby military factories were destroyed.

The operation reportedly resulted in the deaths of 30
junta soldiers and two plant managers, with several
others injured. On April 6, the Bamar Army publicly
released this information. In retaliation, the junta
launched airstrikes the same day using three aircraft,
targeting the power plant and nearby villages,
displacing over 2,000 civilians. [Mizzima]

The Bamar Army is an ethnic armed organization
established in April 2021 in response to the military
coup earlier that year.

Kachin Independence Army captures Indaw and Japanese
Cave after months of fighting

Meanwhile, on April 7, the Kachin Independence Army
(KIA) and its allied forces captured Indaw and the
Japanese Cave, a site built by the Japanese during
World War II. Since August 2024, KIA-led forces
launched a campaign to capture the town,
progressively taking over junta camps. The battle
continued for months, with the junta forces using the
cave as their last stronghold.

On April 8, Kachin military sources released a video
showing the aftermath of the cave's capture, revealing
a large cache of weapons, including artillery. The junta
had begun rebuilding the cave in November 2023 in
preparation for the joint forces' offensive, during which
some locals were forced to work as masons. The battle
was fought by the KIA, the All-Burma Students’
Democratic Front (ABSDF), and the People's Defence
Forces (PDF). [Mizzima]

Myanmar: Junta airstrike kills family of six in
Chin state village
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(nf) During the evening on April 9, a junta bombing
attack destroyed Saizang Village, Tedim Township of
north Chin State, killing the whole family consisting of
parents and four children. Some other casualties were
inflicted in the bombing raid.

Locals attest that there was no active fight going on in
Saizang during the attack, and there are fears that the
attack could have been a calculated act of intimidation
because the junta recently lost Falam Town to CB and
allied resistance forces. Saizang, an old village once
held by Chin tribal chieftains, is only seven miles from
Tedim Town and was not attacked before.

On the same day, additional junta air raids throughout
Chin State killed at least six additional civilians,
including a Christian pastor in Hpwi Village, Mindat
Township. Such attacks represent a chilling escalation
of attacks on civilian populations, fueling concerns
about collective punishment tactics and further
exacerbating the humanitarian crisis in the area.
[Burmese News International]

Myanmar: Fierce clashes erupt in
Kyaukphyu as junta launches daily
offensives despite ceasefire declaration

(nf) Intense clashes broke out in Rakhine State's
Kyaukphyu Township as the military council is waging
an ongoing campaign against Arakan Army (AA)
strongholds despite an officially announced ceasefire.
Clashes have been reported in Pyin Thar Kay-Nhen
Phe Taung valley near Police Battalion No. 32 in Gong
Chuein District and near Pyin Sya Village.

As per local residents and military sources, the clashes
have been continuous day and night since April 11
until the morning of April 12, with the military council
using land forces, air, and naval guns. The escalating
attacks seem to be intended to bar the AA from
moving towards police battalion checkpoints as troops
are not vacating disputed areas.

Local residents also undergo military deployment and
fighting in Thit Phut Taung, Xaw Chaung, and Simaw
districts. Although there was a recent ceasefire
announcement on April 2 to 22, the military has not
stopped conducting offensives and airstrikes in various
areas, including Rakhine.

Notably, the intense fighting on April 9 in Pyin Sya
village was said to have killed as many as 20 junta
soldiers and the AA in taking control of ammunition.
Continuing offensives in breach of the ceasefire
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sparked serious questions regarding the intentions of
the military council and escalating humanitarian
threats to civilian groups within disputed areas.
[Narinjara News]

Myanmar: Five Chin men arbitrarily
arrested by junta troops in Magway
region

(nf) Five middle-aged men from Kyauksone Village in
Ngaphe Township, Magway Region, were arrested on
April 10 evening by Division 99 junta troops who
accused them of being members of revolutionary
forces. Local sources indicate the men were abducted
at night and are still unlocated, with their families
unable to contact them since they went missing.

The military deployment has increased in the region,
with Division 99 deploying troops around Supadaung
and Kyauksone villages, thereby surrounding local
residents. There are reports that villagers have had
their valuables stolen by soldiers, including food,
animals like buffaloes and cows, and even clothes.

This event is seen by observers as signifying a pattern
of repression: six Ashochin men employed at a
Chinese-owned coal mine on the Padan-Minbu road
were arrested on March 15 also suspected of having
affiliations with the Chinland Defense Force (CDF). The
constant military operations in Magway Region have
further elevated the rate of fear experienced by ethnic
Chin populations and have caused serious concern
over arbitrary arrests, forced displacement, and
abuses of human rights. [Narinjara News]

Myanmar: Junta releases several
businessmen

(hw) Reports indicate that the military junta has
released several businessmen who had been arrested
for allegedly destabilizing the domestic consumer
market. Among those released are Zay Thiha, son of
business tycoon Khin Shwe, and Eden Chit Khaing, the
owner of Myanmar Apex Bank and DENKO, a major
petrol station chain in Myanmar.

Chit Khaing was arrested on April 15, 2022, and
charged under Article 55 of the Anti-Corruption Law.
He was sentenced to seven years in prison. Zay Thiha,
along with his father Khin Shwe, was also sentenced to
seven years for illegally demolishing a heritage
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building. Khin Shwe was released from prison in
September last year.

Palm oil merchants who were detained for allegedly
destabilizing the cooking oil market were also released.
However, gold shop owners arrested in June and July
last year remain in custody, according to sources.
[Radio Free Asia, in Burmese]

Philippines: Senate hearing deepens
divide over Duterte's ICC arrest amid
unresolved legal questions

(Im) Tensions continue to mount in the Philippines as
the Senate Foreign Relations Committee held its third
hearing into the arrest and surrender of former
president Rodrigo Duterte to the International Criminal
Court (ICC), with Justice Secretary Jesus Crispin Remulla
leading a high-level delegation of executive officials to
address lawmakers’ concerns. This follows criticism
over their absence from the previous hearing, which
prompted suspicions of a cover-up from Senator Imee
Marcos-the sister of incumbent President Marcos Jr.
And a prominent Duterte supporter-and a subpoena
motion from Senator Ronald “Bato” dela Rosa. [GMA
NEWS ONLINE]

Justice Secretary Remulla defended the government's
actions, stating that there was "no other option" but to
surrender Duterte without a local court order, given
that he was not extradited but surrendered directly to
the ICC in line with the Philippines' obligations under
international law, including commitments to Interpol.
Remulla argued that the ICC retained “residual powers”
even after the Philippines’ formal withdrawal from the
Rome Statute in 2019, citing the continuation of cases
already under investigation. [Inquirer.net 1]

However, Senators Imee Marcos, Bong Go, and Dela
Rosa challenged the legality of the surrender, asserting
that Duterte should have been processed through local
courts before being flown to The Hague. Remulla
countered that Duterte and other concerned parties
were given due process during the ICC's seven-year
investigation, including opportunities to respond to the
allegations.

Adding legal nuance, retired Supreme Court Justice
Adolfo Azcuna stated that while the ICC arrest warrant
was valid, Duterte’s surrender bypassed Philippine
legal procedures and was therefore unlawful under
domestic law. He cited Section 17 of Republic Act 9851,
which requires surrender to be conducted pursuant to
a treaty and necessitates domestic judicial review.
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Nonetheless, Azcuna acknowledged that the ICC
operates under different standards and may apply the
principle of male captus bene detentus—meaning that
even if the arrest was unlawful, detention could still be
lawful due to the gravity of the charges. Azcuna
ultimately emphasized that it falls to the Supreme
Court to determine whether Duterte's transfer was
legally permissible under Philippine law. [BRIGADA]
[Inquirer.net 2]

Remulla refrained from commenting on how the
government would respond to any future ICC warrants,
citing the pending Supreme Court case that challenges
the legality of Duterte's surrender. He reiterated that
the administration acted in what it believed to be the
country’s best interest.

Duterte was arrested on March 11 and transferred to
the Hague Penitentiary Institution by March 13. He
appeared before the ICC via video link on March 14 to
hear charges related to crimes against humanity for his
administration’s bloody war on drugs. Official
government records list over 6,000 deaths, though
human rights groups claim the figure could be as high
as 30,000. The ICC's confirmation of charges hearing is
scheduled for September 23.

Philippines: Overseas Filipinos begin
voting in 2025 midterm elections using
internet system for first time

(Im) Overseas voting for the 2025 Philippine midterm
elections officially began on April 13, marking the
country’s first-ever implementation of internet voting
for nearly all registered overseas Filipinos. The
overseas voting period will run until May 12, coinciding
with election day in the Philippines.

Of the 1.24 million registered voters abroad, around
1.2 million are expected to cast their ballots online
through a system developed by SMS Global
Technologies in partnership with US-based Sequent
Tech. Only 16 consular posts, including those in
countries like China and Russia, continue to use
traditional voting methods due to local restrictions on
internet use.

Despite the historic shift, early turnout has been low,
with only 4 percent of eligible voters — about 48,000
individuals — pre-enrolling as of opening day. Comelec
officials hope the convenience of online voting will
increase participation compared to previous years,
when turnout reached only around 40 percent.
[Rappler 1] [Rappler 2]
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Security concerns were also addressed, with Comelec
reporting that approximately 75,000 hacking attempts
on the system had been thwarted by April 11. The
online platform has passed international certification,
with added safeguards such as encryption, firewalls,
and virtual private networks. [Rappler 3]

Philippines: Duterte defense under fire for
proposal to restrict victim participation in
ICC drug war trial

(Im) Former Philippine President Rodrigo Duterte’s
legal team is facing sharp criticism after it urged the
International Criminal Court (ICC) to adopt stricter
identification requirements for victims participating in
his trial over drug war killings.

In an April 7 filing, Duterte's lead counsel, British-Israeli
lawyer Nicholas Kaufman, proposed that only
Philippine national IDs or valid passports be accepted
as proof of identity. He argued that allowing a wider
range of government-issued documents, such as voter
certifications or senior citizen cards—as suggested by
the ICC Registry—could lead to misidentification,
double-counting, and fraud, potentially complicating
and delaying the trial.

Kaufman also opposed a proposal to temporarily allow
longtime victim lawyers to represent clients in the
proceedings. He insisted that only the ICC's Office of
Public Counsel for Victims (OPCV) should serve as legal
representatives, asserting that parallel submissions
from multiple lawyers would hinder Duterte’s right to a
speedy trial. [The Manila Times]

Human rights advocates swiftly condemned the
proposals as antipoor and unjust. CenterLaw president
Joel Butuyan said limiting IDs to passports or national
IDs would exclude many marginalized victims lacking
access to such “badges of wealth and privilege.” Lawyer
Kristina Conti echoed this, calling the proposal out of
touch and defending the Registry's inclusive approach
to victim representation. [Inquirer.net]

The case before the ICC involves Duterte’s alleged
responsibility for the “systematic and widespread”
killings that occurred under his anti-drug campaign,
which human rights groups claim resulted in up to
30,000 deaths. Duterte is currently detained in The
Hague, where he faces a charge of murder as a crime
against humanity. The ICC has left open the possibility
of adding further charges as investigations continue.
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Philippines: Mayoral candidate and ex-
drug suspect Kerwin Espinosa survives
shooting

(jm) Kerwin Espinosa, a controversial mayoral
candidate in Albuera, Leyte and former self-confessed
drug suspect, was seriously wounded in an
assassination attempt during a campaign rally in
Barangay Tinag-an on April 10. Shot in the chest while
waiting to speak, Espinosa was rushed to a hospital in
Ormoc City. His sister and running mate, Mariel
Marinay, and a minor were also injured. The assailant,
reportedly hiding in the ceiling of the gymnasium, fled
the scene immediately after the shooting. [Inquirer.net
11

Following the incident, seven police officers from
Ormoc City were detained after being discovered at a
residential compound where the suspected getaway
vehicle was traced. The officers, five of whom are
noncommissioned and two of whom are officials, were
dressed in civilian clothing and found in possession of
firearms and two vehicles.

Espinosa, now recovering at a private residence,
identified five of them as “former liquidators” allegedly
involved in extrajudicial operations during ex-President
Rodrigo Duterte’s drug war. He has called for an
investigation and expressed willingness to testify
before the International Criminal Court (ICC) against
Duterte regarding crimes related to the anti-drug
campaign. [Inquirer.net 2]

Espinosa’s rise to notoriety came during the Duterte
administration when he and his late father, former
Albuera Mayor Rolando Espinosa Sr., were accused of
being high-level drug traffickers. While Kerwin
confessed to aspects of his involvement, he later
recanted his testimony against detained senator Leila
de Lima, claiming he was coerced. He was released in
2023 after the dismissal or acquittal of multiple cases,
but the Court of Appeals revived illegal possession and
firearms charges in 2024, and two money laundering
cases remain pending. [Rappler 1]

In response to the shooting, Eastern Visayas police
relieved Ormoc City Police Chief Colonel Reydante
Ariza of his post and intensified security in Albuera.
The town has been placed under the Commission on
Elections' “yellow category,” indicating a heightened
risk of election-related violence. [Rappler 2]
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Philippines: Supreme Court orders
Duterte ally to explain false TRO claim
during ICC arrest

(Im) The Supreme Court has ordered lawyer and
senatorial aspirant Raul Lambino to explain why he
should not face administrative sanctions for spreading
false information related to the arrest of former
president Rodrigo Duterte. Lambino, aligned with the
Duterte-backed PDP-Laban party, is accused of falsely
claiming on Facebook Live that the Court had issued a
temporary restraining order (TRO) to block Duterte’s
surrender to the International Criminal Court (ICC).

According to Supreme Court spokesperson Camille
Ting, this misinformation caused public confusion
during a highly sensitive moment, as Duterte was
being transferred to The Hague on March 11. The
claim, which circulated hours before Duterte’s flight,
prompted Lambino and Duterte’s lawyer Israelito
Torreon to rush to the Supreme Court late at night to
verify the order’s existence.

The Supreme Court clarified that no TRO had been
issued. Instead, the petition filed by Torreon—seeking
to declare government cooperation with the ICC
unconstitutional and to stop further action—was
simply raffled for urgency, not granted immediate
relief. Lambino has been given a non-extendible period
of 10 days to justify his statements or face potential
disciplinary measures. [PhilStar]

Philippines: Former solicitor general asks
Supreme Court to compel government to
disclose COVID-19 vaccine spending

(Im) Former solicitor general Jose Anselmo Cadiz and
three other lawyers have filed a petition with the
Philippine Supreme Court seeking to compel
government agencies to release details of the country's
COVID-19 vaccine procurement contracts under
former president Rodrigo Duterte. The petition, filed
on April 10, seeks a writ of mandamus to force the
release of supply agreements through freedom of
information (FOI) requests, citing the public's
constitutional right to information.

The respondents named in the petition are the
Department of Health, Department of Finance,
Department of Budget and Management, and the
Commission on Audit. The petitioners argue that these
agencies "unlawfully withheld" key documents related
to how PHP 113.5 billion (approximately USD 2 billion)
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in vaccine funds were spent—resources drawn from
the national budget and foreign loans from institutions
like the Asian Development Bank and the World Bank.

Cadiz emphasized the need for accountability and
transparency, stating that the public deserves to know
how critical health funds were used. The Department
of Health, according to the petitioners, failed to
respond at all to their FOI requests. [Rappler]

Philippines: Palace denies health scare
after President Marcos appears with
bleeding gums in viral video

(jto) The Philippine government has dismissed public
concerns over President Ferdinand Marcos Jr.'s health
after video footage from an April 9 speech showed
what appeared to be blood in his mouth. Online
rumors—especially among critics aligned with former
president Rodrigo Duterte—linked the bleeding gums
to chronic kidney disease, a condition that afflicted
Marcos' father and namesake in the 1980s. The elder
Marcos underwent two kidney transplants, one of
which was rumored to have involved a donation from
his son, though this has never been officially
confirmed.

While Marcos Jr. has no known recent serious illnesses
apart from two past COVID-19 infections, his health
remains a politically sensitive topic due to his family
history and his position. If he were to become
incapacitated, Vice-President Sara Duterte-Carpio—
currently awaiting a Senate trial following her February
impeachment—would constitutionally succeed him.
[South China Morning Post]

Philippines: President Marcos Jr. vetoes
citizenship bid for Chinese businessman
over security concerns

(Im) President Ferdinand Marcos Jr. has vetoed a bill
granting Filipino citizenship to Chinese businessman Li
Duan Wang, citing "alarming and revealing warnings"
from national agencies that flagged Wang's character
and potential influence as posing ominous risks. House
Bill No. 8839, which passed both chambers of
Congress with strong backing from Marcos allies, was
overturned despite a 19-1 Senate vote in its favor.

Senate opposition leader Risa Hontiveros, who voted
against the measure, had earlier raised concerns over
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Wang's alleged ties to Philippine offshore gaming
operators (POGOs), his links to a Chinese organization
associated with the United Front Work Department,
and possible misrepresentations to Philippine
regulators. The veto comes amid heightened scrutiny
of foreign influence following recent allegations
involving other Chinese nationals in Philippine politics
and business.

The Palace emphasized that Filipino citizenship is a
privilege, not a right, and should not be granted to
individuals with questionable affiliations. Marcos's
decision was framed as an assertion of national
integrity, with officials underscoring that citizenship
confers not only legal rights but also symbolic access
to the nation’s heritage and future. [Rappler]

Philippines: Congress enacts law
converting NEDA into full-fledged
economic planning department

(Im) The National Economic and Development
Authority (NEDA) has been officially transformed into
the Department of Economy, Planning, and
Development (DEPDev), following the passage of a
landmark law intended to institutionalize long-term,
evidence-based economic governance in the
Philippines.

The newly enacted law fulfills a constitutional mandate
under Article XII, Section 9 of the 1987 Constitution,
which calls for the establishment of an independent
economic and planning agency. DEPDev will be led by a
Cabinet-level secretary and supported by at least five
undersecretaries and five assistant secretaries. The
President remains chair of the agency’s board, with the
department secretary serving as vice-chair.

Key mandates of DEPDev include futures thinking and
scenario planning to anticipate global disruptions, and
the institutionalization of planning calls to enhance
transparency, reduce inefficiencies, and improve
alignment between planning and budgeting. The
department will also collaborate closely with the
Department of Budget and Management to ensure
appropriations support long-term development goals.

DEPDev traces its lineage back to the National
Economic Council, founded in 1935, and builds upon
the institutional foundation of NEDA, which was
formalized by Executive Order No. 230 in 1987.

[Rappler]
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Philippines: Online harassment silences
youth activists, Amnesty International
warns

(Im) Amnesty International has warned that
widespread online harassment—allegedly encouraged
or tolerated by Philippine authorities—is severely
undermining the rights and safety of young human
rights defenders (YHRDs) in the country. In a new
report titled "Left to their own devices", released on
April 4, the global rights organization highlights how
state-linked digital abuse is driving Filipino youth
activists to self-censorship, psychological distress, and
disengagement from public life.

Based on survey data from 94 respondents and in-
depth interviews with 29 youth defenders aged 18 to
24—mostly based in Manila, Baguio, Los Bafios, and
Cebu—the report found that three out of five had
experienced harassment for posting human rights-
related content. Forms of abuse ranged from red-
tagging and doxxing to threats of violence, often
perpetrated through Facebook.

The harassment, Amnesty said, escalated during the
2022 presidential election campaign and
disproportionately targeted critics of the Marcos-
Duterte tandem. The report also cited intensified
censorship of campus publications and mock polls,
noting more than 200 campus press freedom
violations between 2023 and 2024 as documented by
the College Editors Guild of the Philippines (CEGP).

The research linked much of the harassment to official
narratives and programs, such as those led by the
National Task Force to End Local Communist Armed
Conflict (NTF-ELCAC), which has red-tagged schools like
the University of the Philippines and De La Salle
University as alleged recruitment hubs for communist
insurgents.

Several youth activists interviewed—including one who
was directly threatened by a public official for
criticizing COVID-19 violations—described feelings of
powerlessness and fear. Some abandoned their
advocacy for years, unwilling to report incidents to the
same institutions allegedly responsible for the
harassment.

Amnesty International called for the immediate
passage of the Human Rights Defenders Protection
Bill, the abolition of NTF-ELCAC and the Anti-Terrorism
Act, and institutional support systems within schools to
document and address red-tagging and harassment.
The organization warned that failure to protect young



voices risks silencing a generation critical to the
country's democratic future. [Rappler]

Philippines: CSC rule on social media
activity during elections draws flak for
being 'too restrictive'

(Im) Lawmakers have urged the Civil Service
Commission (CSC) to reconsider a new directive
cautioning government employees against engaging in
political activity on social media during the campaign
period for the 2025 midterm elections. Critics argue
that the rule, which categorizes actions like liking,
sharing, or following political content as potentially
partisan, overreaches and may violate civil servants'
constitutional rights.

House Assistant Majority Leader Zia Adiong called the
measure punitive and excessive, especially for treating
simple online gestures as political endorsement. He
agreed civil servants should remain nonpartisan but
said such digital interactions do not necessarily
constitute campaigning.

House Deputy Minority Leader France Castro warned
that the CSC's policy suppresses freedom of
expression and could chill political discourse among
nearly 2 million government workers. She called the
rule “a logistical nightmare” to enforce and urged
affected employees to consider legal action.

Following public backlash, the CSC issued a
clarification, stating that such online actions are only
prohibited if intended to solicit support for or against a
candidate during the campaign period. The agency
emphasized caution in social media use to ensure
nonpartisanship. The campaign period ends on May
10, ahead of the May 12 elections. [PhilStar]

Philippines: Political analyst rejects PCG's
'baseless' fake news accusations

(Im) Political analyst and The Manila Times columnist
Anna Malindog-Uy has denounced what she calls
“reckless” and “unfounded” accusations made by
Philippine Coast Guard (PCG) spokesman Commodore
Jay Tarriela during a recent House Tri-Committee
hearing on fake news. Tarriela alleged Malindog-Uy
was part of a disinformation network on the South
China Sea issue, but offered no concrete evidence.
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In a statement, Malindog-Uy described the claims as a
“witch hunt,” rejecting the notion that her
commentaries amount to fake news. “I am not a
blogger. | am a scholar, a commentator, and a
columnist,” she emphasized, pointing to her role as
vice president of the Asian Century Philippines
Strategic Studies Institute and her academic
background as a Ph.D. candidate at Peking University.

Malindog-Uy stressed that her work is grounded in
research and critical analysis, not propaganda. She
warned that labeling dissenting views as
disinformation sets a dangerous precedentin
democratic discourse. Challenging Tarriela to present
evidence, she stated that disagreeing with the
government's “belligerent” South China Sea stance
should not be equated with spreading falsehoods.

She further criticized the commodore for engaging in
character attacks, saying such tactics weaken rather
than strengthen the Philippines’ position in regional
geopolitics. [The Manila Times]

Philippines advances Treaty on Older
Persons' Rights at UN Human Rights
Council

(jm) The Philippines, alongside key international
partners, successfully led the adoption of a resolution
at the 58th UN Human Rights Council (HRC58) to begin
drafting a new international treaty on the rights of
older persons. Although the Philippines has a younger
median age than many countries, it remains
committed to advancing the rights and dignity of the
elderly worldwide. The country has been a strong
advocate for a legally binding instrument on aging,
playing a central role in the UN's Open-Ended Working
Group on Aging. (OEWG)

The resolution reflects years of advocacy by the
Philippines, Argentina, Brazil, Gambia, and Slovenia to
enhance the rights and treatment of the elderly.
Secretary of Foreign Affairs Enrique A. Manalo
described the resolution as a demonstration of
multilateralism in action to combat age discrimination.
The resolution mandates the first of several meetings
of the intergovernmental working group by 2025,
paving the way for further negotiations as the issue
grows in significance with the aging of global
demographics in the coming decades.[Department of
Foreign Affairs]
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Philippines: Anti-kidnapping chief removed
as probe deepens into murder of Chinese
businessman

(Im) The Philippine National Police has dismissed the
head of its anti-kidnapping unit following a series of
abductions, including the recent killing of Chinese
businessman Anson Que (also known as Congyuan
Guo or Anton Tan) and his driver. Authorities cited
poor handling of recent cases, not just the Que
incident, as grounds for the leadership change.
[Inquirer.net 1] [PhilStar]

The two victims, reported missing on March 30 after
leaving Que's office in Valenzuela City, were found
dead on April 9 in Sitio Udiongan, Barangay Macabud,
Rodriguez, Rizal — a province east of Metro Manila.
Their bodies had been placed in a nylon bag, bound
with rope, and had their faces wrapped in duct tape.
Signs of physical assault and strangulation were also
noted. [Rappler]

Authorities have not ruled out a connection to
Philippine offshore gaming operators (POGOs), which
have previously been linked to similar criminal cases
involving foreign nationals. A special task force has
been assembled to lead the investigation, now under
the supervision of a new unit chief appointed the same
day the previous commander was relieved.
[Inquirer.net 2]

Philippines: Gun violence surges in Abra
as town council candidate and village
chief killed

(Im) Political violence in Abra, a landlocked province in
the northern Philippine region of the Cordillera
Administrative Region, escalated further after a deadly
shooting on April 7 left a municipal council candidate
and a barangay chairman dead, despite an election
gun ban and a peace covenant signed by local
politicians.

The latest incident adds to a growing pattern of
politically linked killings and security threats. Civil
society group Concerned Citizens of Abra for Good
Governance (CCAGG) criticized authorities for failing to
curb the violence, warning that communities are
feeling increasingly unsafe ahead of the May midterm
elections.

Earlier on the same day, the University of Abra’s La Paz
campus was evacuated after receiving a bomb threat.
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Police conducted a thorough sweep with bomb-sniffing
dogs. Although no explosives were found, the event
intensified public anxiety amid rising unrest in the
province. [Rappler]

Philippines: Government intensifies relief
efforts amid ongoing Mt. Kanlaon
eruption

(jm) The Philippine government has ramped up
disaster response efforts in Negros Island as Mt.
Kanlaon continues its volcanic activity. The Philippine
National Police (PNP) has deployed 366 officers to
support pre-emptive evacuations, with 90 officers
managing evacuation hubs in La Castellana, La Carlota,
Bago, and Canlaon City, where 9,275 evacuees are
currently being sheltered. The remaining personnel are
assisting local government units (LGUs) and disaster
response teams to ensure orderly evacuations and to
secure restricted zones from unauthorized entry and
potential looting. [Philippine News Agency 1]

Meanwhile, the Department of Social Welfare and
Development (DSWD) has announced that
humanitarian aid has reached over PHP 132 million
(USD 2.24 million), covering food supplies, essential
items, and PHP 28 million (USD 476,000) in financial
assistance under its Assistance to Individuals in Crisis
Situations (AICS) program. According to the Disaster
Response Operations Monitoring and Information
Center (DROMIC), approximately 48,850 residents
across Negros Island have been affected by the
volcanic activity.

Located along the Pacific Ring of Fire, the Philippines
remains highly vulnerable to seismic and volcanic
hazards, with Mt. Kanlaon’s eruption underscoring the
continued need for rapid response coordination and
long-term disaster resilience planning. [Philippine
News Agency 2]

Philippines: 84 Chinese deported as
crackdown on illegal POGOs intensifies

(jm) The Philippine Bureau of Immigration (BI)
deported 84 Chinese nationals on April 11, amid the
Marcos administration’s intensified campaign against
illegal Philippine Offshore Gaming Operators (POGOs).

The repatriation, carried out in coordination with the
Presidential Anti-Organized Crime Commission, the
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National Bureau of Investigation, and the Chinese
Embassy in Manila, is part of ongoing efforts to uphold
immigration laws and dismantle unlicensed POGO
operations.

The deportes—previously apprehended in Tarlac,
Cebu, and Parafiaque—were found to have overstayed
their visas or lacked valid documentation. Bl officials
reiterated the government's commitment to
safeguarding national security, warning that foreign
nationals involved in illicit activities are under close
surveillance and will face swift enforcement action.
[Philippine News Agency ]

Singapore: Rising voter indecision,
fragmented opposition set the stage for
high-stakes general election

(Im) As Singapore gears up for its next general election
—due by November 2025—two major trends are
shaping the political landscape: widespread voter
indecision and an unprecedented number of potential
multi-cornered contests that could reshape opposition
strategies and strengthen the ruling People’s Action
Party (PAP).

According to a YouGov survey conducted in March
2025, only 44 percent of voters have decided whom to
support, with 63 percent of them favoring the PAP and
15 percent backing the Workers' Party (WP). While the
PAP still commands majority support, the poll indicates
rising favorability for the WP (42 percent), suggesting
that the ruling party could face tighter races than
before. The election will also serve as the first major
test for Prime Minister Lawrence Wong, who
succeeded Lee Hsien Loong as PAP leader in May 2024.
[Reuters]

Complicating the electoral outlook is a wave of early
declarations by opposition parties staking claims
across Singapore’s 97 parliamentary seats spread
across 33 constituencies. Media tracking as of April 11
suggests that up to 15 constituencies—including eight
Group Representation Constituencies (GRCs) and
seven Single-Member Constituencies (SMCs)—could
see three- or even four-cornered fights, particularly in
high-interest areas such as Tampines GRC and Jalan
Kayu SMC.

While historical precedent suggests that most multi-
cornered races are eventually resolved through
behind-the-scenes negotiations, political observers
note that coordination among opposition parties is
weaker than in past elections. A proliferation of new
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parties—including the People’s Alliance for Reform
(PAR) and the Singapore United Party—along with the
expansionist ambitions of smaller parties like Red Dot
United (RDU), the People’s Power Party (PPP), and the
National Solidarity Party (NSP), has led to increased
overlap and contestation.

Experts caution that such fragmented opposition
dynamics typically benefit the PAP, as split votes
among challengers dilute their chances of winning.
Past elections have shown that PAP often secures over
60 percent of votes in multi-way races, even in
competitive constituencies. Some smaller opposition
parties have nevertheless indicated a willingness to
proceed even at the risk of losing their election
deposits, framing their participation as a matter of
principle or visibility.

Established opposition forces like the WP and the
Progress Singapore Party (PSP) are strategically
avoiding overlapping claims, focusing their resources
on core strongholds. For instance, WP is prioritizing its
eastern and northeastern bases, while PSP has
narrowed its scope to GRCs like West Coast and Chua
Chu Kang. Meanwhile, the Singapore Democratic Party
(SDP) has announced a “northern strategy” to avoid
direct clashes with other major parties.

Ultimately, while many of the early claims may not
materialize into actual contests on Nomination Day,
the current political fragmentation reflects a maturing
political landscape. Analysts suggest that the 2025
election could serve as a litmus test for the electorate’s
appetite for diverse opposition voices—but that true
impact will depend on how effectively these parties
differentiate themselves and coordinate their
campaigns.

Observers caution that without credible coordination
or a unifying opposition figure akin to Chiam See Tong
in the 1990s, the opposition risks turning the election
into a battle of attrition, with the PAP poised to
capitalize on disunity. Nonetheless, increased
contestation and political choice may signal a
deepening of democratic engagement, even as it raises
the stakes for all players involved. [Channel NewsAsia]

Singapore: Homes for the vulnerable to be
licensed under new Act

(rt) Parliament has passed the Social Residential
Homes Bill, introducing a new licensing regime for 61
social residential homes that collectively house nearly
4,000 vulnerable individuals—including abused
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children, persons with disabilities, and destitute elderly
residents. The law aims to strengthen safeguards and
enhance care standards across different types of
residential facilities.

Under the new Act, which is expected to take effect in
2026, all such homes must adhere to a standardized
code of practice governing areas such as governance,
resident management, and facility operations.
Breaches may result in regulatory actions, including
license suspension or revocation. Operating a home
without a license could lead to penalties of up to SGD
100,000 (USD 74,100), two years of imprisonment, or
both.

The Ministry of Social and Family Development (MSF)
will also be empowered to issue step-in orders—
enabling it to temporarily take over a failing operator’s
home to ensure uninterrupted care. Currently, MSF
lacks such legislative authority.

To support compliance, the government will roll out a
SGD 33 million (USD 24.47 million) Transition Support
Package, jointly funded by MSF and the National
Council of Social Service. The package will help homes
cover costs related to staff training—particularly in
managing violent behaviors—and facility upgrades
such as CCTV installations.

Officials clarified that the new Act is not a response to
rising abuse cases, which remain rare, but rather a
preemptive move to bolster long-term resilience and
care quality. [The Straits Times] [Channel NewsAsia]

Singapore: Real estate sector to face
stricter compliance and penalties in
efforts to tackle money laundering

(rt) Singapore's real estate sector will face tighter
compliance obligations and stronger penalties under a
proposed law aimed at curbing financial crimes. The
Anti-Money Laundering and Other Matters (Estate
Agents and Developers) Bill was read for the second
time in Parliament on April 8, targeting estate agents,
salespersons, and developers to enhance safeguards
against money laundering, terrorism financing, and
proliferation financing.

The Bill seeks to align Singapore’s regulatory
framework more closely with international standards
set by the Financial Action Task Force (FATF), an
intergovernmental body that develops global policies
to combat money laundering and terrorist financing. It
also clarifies that individuals convicted of such offenses
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—whether locally or abroad—will be disqualified from
holding estate agent licenses or salesperson
registrations.

A key change is the shift from imposing fines on a per-
case basis to a per-contravention basis, under the
Council for Estate Agencies' (CEA) Letter of Censure
regime. Each breach may now incur a fine of up to SGD
5,000 (USD 3,700), replacing the previous structure
which capped total fines at SGD 100,000 (USD 74,100)
regardless of the number of violations.

Second Minister for National Development Indranee
Rajah explained that the previous framework lacked
deterrent effect, as the potential illicit gains from
facilitating financial crimes could far exceed the
capped penalties.

In addition, the Bill updates requirements for
identifying and mitigating proliferation financing risks,
further aligning Singapore's compliance regime with
evolving FATF standards. [The Straits Times] [Channel
NewsAsia]

Singapore: Expanded tax scheme to
include more construction facilities from
2026

(rt) Singapore will broaden its Land Intensification
Allowance (LIA) scheme starting January 1, 2026, to
promote more efficient land use in the construction
sector. The scheme, which currently supports
integrated construction and prefabrication hubs
(ICPHs), will be expanded to include multi-story Design
for Manufacturing and Assembly (DfMA) facilities.

Administered by the Singapore Economic Development
Board and the Building and Construction Authority, the
LIA provides companies with tax allowances of up to
100 percent of qualifying capital expenditure.
Approved applicants receive an initial 25 percent tax
allowance, followed by 5 percent annually until the full
100 percent is granted. Qualifying costs include design
and feasibility study fees.

The expanded scheme will be open to companies
applying for planning permission for such facilities on
or after January 1, 2026, and will run until December
31, 2030.

The announcement was made at the 47th International
Federation of Asian and Western Pacific Contractors’
Association Convention held at the Sands Expo and
Convention Centre. At the event, National
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Development Minister Desmond Lee also urged
greater sustainability efforts in the sector, citing the
need to address land scarcity and climate challenges.
He highlighted the Energy Efficiency Grant, which
covers up to 70 percent of costs for approved energy-
efficient construction equipment. [The Straits Times]
[Business Times]

Singapore: New migrant worker
dormitories to be built with increased bed
capacity

(rt) Singapore will build six new migrant worker
dormitories over the next few years, adding
approximately 45,000 beds to accommodate the
workforce. Among these is a 2,400-bed facility in Jalan
Tukang, developed by the Ministry of Manpower
(MOM), scheduled to open in early 2026.

To meet immediate needs, the government is working
with existing dormitory operators to extend expiring
leases and raise occupancy in dorms with excess
space, provided current housing standards are met.
MOM is also facilitating applications to convert factory
spaces into dormitories and expand temporary
workers' quarters.

These initiatives align with upgraded living standards
for dormitories announced by MOM in 2021, which
apply to all new facilities. However, Senior Minister of
State for Manpower Koh Poh Koon cautioned that
continuously rising demand for work permit holders
may render current upgrades unsustainable.

To address this, MOM is collaborating with the
Dormitory Association of Singapore to help match
employers in need of beds with available space in
existing dormitories. Dr. Koh also urged companies to
adopt productivity-enhancing measures, such as
investing in technology and upskilling workers, to
reduce dependency on foreign labor. [The Straits
Times]

Singapore: Over half of women face
sexual health issues, prompting new
national guidelines

(Im) More than half of women of reproductive age in
Singapore report poor sexual function, according to a
2024 study by KK Women's and Children’s Hospital.
Issues include pain, low desire, and lack of satisfaction.
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Despite this, most women do not raise concerns with
doctors, and only one in ten healthcare professionals
feels confident addressing such problems.

In response, Singapore launched its first sexual health
guidelines for women in March 2025, aiming to help
doctors recognize and manage common issues like
vaginismus—now the most diagnosed condition at
KKH's clinic. The move comes amid growing concern
over stigma, relationship stress, and fertility challenges
linked to untreated sexual dysfunction. [The Straits
Times]

Singapore: Monetary authority eases
policy further amid tariff-induced trade
risks

(dgl/Im) Singapore's central bank, the Monetary
Authority of Singapore (MAS), has eased monetary
policy for the second time this year, citing a weakening
global economic outlook driven by U.S. tariffs and
tightening financial conditions. The Ministry of Trade
and Industry also downgraded the country's 2025 GDP
growth forecast to 0 percent - 2 percent, from 1
percent - 3 percent, after first-quarter GDP shrank by
0.8 percent quarter-on-quarter.

The MAS announced a slight reduction in the rate of
appreciation of the Singapore dollar’s policy band
(S$NEER), while keeping its width and center
unchanged. The move reflects concerns over falling
external demand, especially for export-dependent
economies, and the broader impact on Singapore’s
trade and investment-linked sectors.

Economists noted the MAS's dovish stance, with some
suggesting further easing could follow if conditions
worsen. Core and headline inflation forecasts for 2025
were also revised downward to 0.5 percent - 1.5
percent and 1.5 percent - 2.5 percent, respectively.
Despite initial losses, the Singapore dollar
strengthened after the policy decision.

Unlike most central banks, MAS conducts monetary
policy through exchange rate adjustments rather than
interest rates, managing the S$NEER against a basket
of currencies from key trading partners. [Reuters]

Singapore is subject to a 10 percent U.S. tariff—lower
than China's 145 percent—but given the city-state’s
high export dependence and tight integration into
global supply chains, the economic risks remain
substantial. According to UBS, Singapore ranks second-
highest in Southeast Asia in terms of GDP reliance on
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U.S. spending, with roughly 7 percent of its GDP tied to
American demand. [Bangkok Post]

Singapore: Stocks of three major banks
lose nearly USD 36 billion amid U.S. tariff
shock

(rt) The recent wave of U.S. tariffs has sent shockwaves
through Singapore’s financial markets, with the
nation’s three largest banks—DBS, OCBC, and UOB—
losing approximately SGD 48.8 billion (USD 36.42
billion) in market value since April 2. The selloff follows
the announcement by U.S. President Donald Trump of
sweeping tariffs on dozens of countries, sparking fears
of a global trade war and recession.

As of April 9, DBS fell 19 percent to SGD 37.16 (USD
27.73), OCBC dropped 16 percent to SGD 14.42 (USD
10.76), and UOB slipped 18 percent to SGD 30.09 (USD
22.46). The sharp declines prompted market analysts
to downgrade the banks’ outlooks, citing increased
credit risk, slower loan growth, and reduced earnings
potential.

Although share prices have since rebounded—DBS
rising to SGD 39.78 (USD 29.68), OCBC to SGD 15.47
(USD 11.54), and UOB to SGD 33.04 (USD 24.65)—
analysts warn that volatility remains high.

The tariff fallout is particularly damaging for Asia’s
export-driven economies, including Singapore, which
faces amplified exposure to disrupted supply chains
and regional trade slowdowns. U.S. tariffs targeting the
region currently range from 18 to 49 percent.

In light of deteriorating conditions, local banks have
revised one another’s ratings. UOB downgraded DBS
to “sell” and cut its target price from SGD 49.80 (USD
37.17) to SGD 40.00 (USD 29.85), while OCBC was
downgraded to “hold,” with a revised target of SGD
16.85 (USD 12.58), down from SGD 21.10 (USD 15.82).
DBS, in turn, downgraded UOB from “buy” to “hold”
and adjusted its target price from SGD 38.50 (USD
28.73) to SGD 32.70 (USD 24.40). It also maintained a
“hold” rating on OCBC, lowering its target from SGD
17.60 (USD 13.14) to SGD 14.40 (USD 10.75). [Channel
NewsAsia 1] [Channel NewsAsia 2]

Singapore: Long-term tourism strategy
targets higher value and resilience by
2040
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(vsq) Singapore has unveiled a long-term strategy to
raise tourism receipts to between SGD 47 billion (USD
35 billion) and SGD 50 billion (USD 37 billion) by 2040,
shifting its focus from visitor volume to value creation.
The plan was outlined by Minister-in-charge of Trade
Relations Grace Fu at the Tourism Industry Conference
on April 11, with the Singapore Tourism Board (STB)
highlighting that 2024 saw a record SGD 29.8 billion
(USD 22 billion) in receipts from 16.5 million
international arrivals.

At the heart of this strategy is the Tourism 2040
roadmap, which aims to strengthen demand, enhance
global appeal, and build a future-ready tourism sector.
A core pillar is the expansion of the meetings,
incentives, conventions and exhibitions (MICE)
industry, a high-value segment where travelers
typically spend twice as much as leisure tourists. STB
plans to triple MICE-related receipts by 2040 and is
developing a new downtown hub to complement
existing facilities.

Other initiatives include revitalizing Orchard Road and
Sentosa, and launching attractions such as the
Singapore Oceanarium and themed experiences with
international lifestyle brands. These efforts aim to
enhance Singapore’s cultural relevance and visitor
experience.

While optimistic about long-term prospects, Singapore
remains cautious in the short term amid global
economic headwinds. STB projects up to SGD 30.5
billion (USD 22.6 billion) in tourism receipts and 18.5
million arrivals in 2025. Nonetheless, strong investor
confidence persists, with more than SGD 3.2 billion
(USD 2.4 billion) in tourism investments committed in
2024. [The Straits Times]

Singapore Revised GDP forecast amidst
Trump's Tariffs

(vsq) Singapore has revised its 2025 GDP growth
forecast downward to a range of 0 to 2 per cent,
reflecting increasing concerns over the escalating
global trade war sparked by US-imposed tariffs. The
Ministry of Trade and Industry cited the sweeping 10
per cent baseline tariffs introduced by President
Trump, alongside higher duties targeting trade surplus
countries, as major drags on international commerce.
These developments, coupled with reciprocal tariffs
from China and broader global uncertainty, have led
Singapore to recalibrate its expectations for the year,
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warning of significant downside risks to both domestic
and regional economies.

The economic impact is already surfacing. Preliminary
estimates show Singapore's economy expanded by 3.8
per cent year-on-year in the first quarter of 2025, a
slowdown from the previous quarter's 5 per cent
growth. On a quarter-on-quarter basis, the economy
contracted by 0.8 per cent, with manufacturing,
finance, and insurance sectors bearing the brunt.
Sectors tied to external demand including wholesale
trade, transport, and storage are flagged as particularly
vulnerable. In response, the Monetary Authority of
Singapore has eased monetary policy, while the
government is assembling a national task force to
support affected businesses and workers.

Prime Minister Lawrence Wong acknowledged that
while a recession is not certain, the economic outlook
remains clouded by volatility, rising costs, and
weakening investor sentiment. He added that
Singapore’s open, trade-dependent economy faces
structural challenges as globalization retreats.
Furthermore, the newly formed task force, led by
Deputy Prime Minister Gan Kim Yong, signals a
coordinated national effort to protect jobs and sustain
economic resilience. [CNA][TheBusinessTimes]

Thailand: Charter Court to rule on
parliament’s role in charter amendment

(msz) In accordance with Section 210 of the
constitution, the Constitutional Court 5:3 voted to
agree to consider an urgent motion asking for the
court to rule on the duties and authorities of the
parliament in charter amendments. The motion was
jointly presented to the parliament by Senator
Premsak Piayura and Pheu Thai MP Wisut Chainaroon
on March 17. The parliament in turn forwarded it to
the court on March 21. On April 2, the court instructed
the two lawmakers to submit minutes of the
parliamentary meeting and to discuss the matter to
the court within 15 days. [Thai PBS World]

Thailand: Constitutional Court president
reaffirms impartiality amid rising political
scrutiny

(Im) Thailand's Constitutional Court reaffirmed its
neutral stance in political matters, with its president,
Nakharin Mektrairat, emphasizing that the court
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remains a guardian of constitutional order rather than
a political actor. His remarks came ahead of the court's
28th anniversary, as it faces heightened attention over
politically charged cases.

Nakharin acknowledged that political cases often
dominate public focus but stressed that they represent
only a fraction of the court's responsibilities. He cited,
for instance, the court's 2024 ruling amending gender-
specific language in Thailand'’s Civil Code to recognize
the right of a spouse—regardless of gender—to sue
over adultery, showcasing the court's broader
constitutional role in defending individual rights.

Under Section 213 of the 2017 Constitution, individuals
can directly petition the court if they believe state
actions infringe on their constitutional rights. Nakharin
said the increasing number of such petitions reflects
public trust in the court’s ability to resolve disputes
impartially.

The court president also addressed concerns over
judicial independence, asserting that the court would
never admit petitions with overt political motivations.
He added that the institution is open to reforms,
including changes to the selection process for its
judges, which currently involves nominations from the
Supreme Court, the Administrative Court, and a
selection committee, subject to Senate approval.

Citing the recent impeachment of South Korea’s
president by its own Constitutional Court, Nakharin
emphasized the need for judicial integrity and
resilience. He acknowledged the mental toll of
handling political cases but insisted the Thai court
remains steadfast in its duty to uphold constitutional
principles without bias. [Bangkok Post]

Thailand: Bill seeks repeal of 23 NCPO
orders violating civil liberties

(Im) A new bill spearheaded by ruling Pheu Thai Party
MP Chaturon Chaisang aims to revoke 23 orders
issued by Thailand's former military regime, the
National Council for Peace and Order (NCPO), many of
which are seen as infringing on constitutional rights
and civil liberties.

Chaturon, who chairs the parliamentary committee
reviewing outdated NCPO directives, announced on
April 11 that after seven months of deliberation, the
panel has finalized its review of the 23 orders in line
with cabinet recommendations. The proposed
legislation is set to be presented in the upcoming
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parliamentary session and is expected to proceed to its
second and third readings.

One of the key targets for repeal is NCPO Order
49/2014, which criminalized political support and has
been criticized for undermining the right to peaceful
assembly and the rule of law. Chaturon emphasized
that such orders are incompatible with democratic
principles and constitutional protections.

The committee is also reviewing 22 additional NCPO
directives, which Chaturon said are more complex and
may require the introduction of new legislation or
adjustments to broader administrative frameworks. He
noted that in total, up to 55 NCPO orders could
eventually be repealed.

The NCPO, which ruled Thailand following the 2014
coup until 2019, issued hundreds of directives that
bypassed normal legislative procedures. The current
effort to repeal these orders reflects ongoing attempts
to dismantle the NCPO's legacy and restore democratic
norms. Chaturon highlighted the importance of
collaboration between parliament, government
agencies, and civil society to ensure the full restoration
of legal and civil rights. [Bangkok Post]

Thailand: Election Commission launches
voter awareness campaign ahead of May
11 municipal polls

(Im) Thailand’s Election Commission (EC) has launched
a nationwide campaign to boost voter turnout in the
upcoming municipal elections scheduled for May 11.
The elections will see voters cast their ballots for
municipality mayors and council members across 76
provinces, excluding Bangkok.

EC Chairman Ittiporn Boonpracong said the
commission is targeting an average turnout of 70
percent, up from 66 percent recorded in the February
elections. Some provinces, such as Phatthalung, have
previously exceeded expectations, logging an 83
percent turnout.

Roughly 65,000 candidates have registered, including
around 4,500 running for mayor and the remainder
competing for council seats. Verified candidate lists will
be released on April 12. In 348 municipalities, only
councillors will be elected, as mayoral seats were
recently filled due to prior vacancies. [Bangkok Post]
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Thailand: Coalition rift deepens as Pheu
Thai and Bhumjaithai clash over key
policies, but split still unlikely

(Im) Growing tensions between Thailand's ruling Pheu
Thai Party and its coalition partner Bhumijaithai have
resurfaced after the latter publicly rejected the
controversial entertainment complex bill, which
includes casino legalization. While friction has marked
their alliance from the outset, analysts argue it remains
too early for a government collapse or House
dissolution.

The latest disagreement followed Bhumjaithai
secretary-general Chaichanok Chidchob's firm stance
against the bill, calling for the government to prioritize
more urgent issues, such as the recent State Audit
Office tower collapse. Though Bhumjaithai leader
Anutin Charnvirakul downplayed the statement as
personal opinion, the party's support is crucial for the
bill to pass. This marks just one of several policy
clashes — including disagreements over cannabis
reclassification and land ownership disputes involving
the Shinawatra and Chidchob families.

Amid these strains, political analyst Stithorn
Thananithichot from King Prajadhipok's Institute says
both parties remain locked in a delicate power
balance. While Pheu Thai has weakened since forming
government, Bhumjaithai has grown more assertive,
positioning itself for future electoral gains. However,
both sides need each other to deliver policy promises
and build support ahead of the next election cycle.

The emergence of the new People's Party (PP),
expected to attract a significant share of disillusioned
voters, complicates the outlook further. Analysts
suggest a snap election could backfire for both major
coalition parties, especially if Pheu Thai's popularity
continues to slip. A premature House dissolution could
enable the PP to rise while sidelining Bhumijaithai's
ambitions to lead a government.

At present, the coalition is expected to maintain
internal bargaining. Cabinet reshuffles are likely to be
used as leverage rather than confrontation, with
Bhumijaithai expected to defend its ministerial share.
The fragile truce is projected to hold until the end of
the government's term, or until both parties feel
electorally secure enough to return to the polls.
[Bangkok Post]
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Thailand: Interior Minister Anutin denies
coalition rift over entertainment complex
bill

(Im) Bhumijaithai Party leader Anutin Charnvirakul has
dismissed speculation of internal tensions within his
party and the ruling coalition, following critical remarks
by Bhumijaithai secretary-general Chaichanok
Chidchob about the government-backed
entertainment complex bill. Speaking on April 11,
Anutin stressed that the matter had been resolved and
was not cause for concern, noting he had already
spoken with Newin Chidchob, the party's influential
founder and father of Chaichanok.

The controversy arose when Chaichanok publicly
opposed the bill during a parliamentary session,
prompting some members of the ruling Pheu Thai
Party to question Bhumijaithai's position in the
coalition. However, Anutin reiterated that there was no
talk of withdrawing from the government or dissolving
the House, emphasizing that coalition unity remained
intact. He added that he and Chaichanok would meet
during the Songkran holidays.

Anutin also pushed back against referring to the bill as
a "casino bill," clarifying that it is formally the
"integrated entertainment complex bill" aimed at
promoting investment, job creation, and domestic
spending. He underscored that mechanisms to
mitigate gambling addiction and restrict access to
gambling have been included in the proposal.

Pheu Thai secretary-general Sorawong Thienthong said
the issue should now be considered closed,
acknowledging that Chaichanok's comments were
personal opinions and not an official party stance.
Anutin confirmed that an apology had been extended
to Prime Minister Paetongtarn Shinawatra to address
any misunderstandings. [Bangkok Post]

Thailand: Thaksin says casino legislation
will pass despite deferral amid rising
public opposition

(Im) Former prime minister Thaksin Shinawatra has
voiced confidence that the government'’s proposed
entertainment complex bill — which includes the
legalization of casinos — will pass in Parliament
despite its recent deferral and mounting opposition.
Speaking during Songkran celebrations in Chiang Mai,
Thaksin asserted that the ruling Pheu Thai Party has
enough coalition support in the House of
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Representatives to pass the measure, even as protests
intensify and concerns grow among the public.

The bill, originally scheduled for its first reading on
April 10, was delayed until the next parliamentary
session, expected to begin in two months. The delay
coincided with a sharp increase in public criticism,
including protests and statements from civic groups
warning against the social impacts of casino
legalization. The government cited the urgency of
other national issues, such as the escalating tariff
dispute with the United States, as the reason for the
postponement.

Thaksin, widely seen as the Pheu Thai Party's de facto
leader, rejected accusations that the bill focuses solely
on gambling, arguing that opponents are distorting the
facts. He emphasized that the proposed law envisions
regulated entertainment zones designed to boost
tourism and economic activity. He also noted that the
Senate's objections would not derail the process, as
the coalition has sufficient backing in the House.

Although tensions have emerged within the coalition,
particularly after Bhumjaithai Party secretary-general
Chaichanok Chidchob publicly opposed the bill, party
leader Anutin Charnvirakul clarified that this was a
personal opinion, not the party’s official stance.
Thaksin responded to questions about potential
friction by stating simply, “Bhumijaithai is Bhumjaithai,”
and remained confident that Pheu Thai can manage
any internal disagreements.

Thaksin also refrained from commenting on rumors of
a Cabinet reshuffle to ease coalition tensions, stating
that such decisions are up to Prime Minister
Paetongtarn Shinawatra. Meanwhile, Justice Minister
Tawee Sodsong said the delay offers a chance for
broader public consultation, adding that listening to
diverse opinions is essential before proceeding with
legislation of this scale. [Bangkok Post]

Thailand: Casino legalization bill
continues to face mounting opposition
despite government defense

(Im) The Thai government's proposed Entertainment
Complex Bill, which includes provisions to legalize
casinos, is facing widespread backlash from political
figures, civil society, and religious leaders, with
protests erupting in Bangkok and other provinces.
Although the government postponed the bill's
parliamentary debate, protesters are calling for its full
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withdrawal, warning of serious social and economic
consequences.

On April 9, around 1,200 demonstrators led by the
Network of Students and People for Thailand’s Reform
gathered outside Parliament in Bangkok, voicing
concerns over gambling addiction, money laundering,
and corruption. Protesters, joined by the Thai Pakdee
Party, accused the government of fast-tracking the bill
under pressure from vested interests and labeled the
plan a “mafia-driven casino agenda.” Religious leaders,
including the Roman Catholic Archbishop of Bangkok,
also urged the government to drop the bill altogether.
[Bangkok Post 1]

Despite the criticism, Prime Minister Paetongtarn
Shinawatra defended the proposal, asserting that legal
casinos would comprise only 10 percent of each
entertainment complex and denying claims that the
government intends to allow widespread gambling.
She accused critics of distorting facts for political
purposes and has tasked state agencies with
improving public understanding during the upcoming
parliamentary recess. [Bangkok Post 2]

Former Prime Minister Abhisit Vejjajiva joined the
opposition, calling the policy a “slippery slope” that
would worsen Thailand's struggles with gambling-
related debt and transnational crime. He warned that
the initiative could damage the country's international
image, especially among tourists from China, which
opposes gambling. Abhisit also expressed concern
over the bill's lack of transparency and the potential for
misuse of regulatory power by a government-
appointed committee. [Bangkok Post 3]

In parallel, Deputy Prime Minister Prasert
Jantararuangtong said the government would wait for
improved public sentiment before resuming legislative
efforts. Meanwhile, a Bhumjaithai Party MP publicly
broke ranks with the ruling coalition by denouncing the
bill, reflecting growing tensions within Parliament over
the controversial proposal.

Meanwhile, Thailand's Senate agreed to set up a 35-
member committee to undertake a 180-day
comprehensive study of the benefits and shortcomings
of the government's inclusion of a casino in the
entertainment complex project. Of 35 committee
members, 12 will be outsiders, including staunchest
critics of casino legalization, such as Jermsak Pinthong,
Kaewsan Atibodhi, Kamnoon Sidhisamarn, Jarun
Pakdeethanakul, Wutisan Tanchai and Somkid
Lertpaithoon.
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The decision was made following an intense 3-hour
deliberation on casino-related motions during which
two motions were proposed - a referendum and a
committee to examine a project. During the debate,
most senators voiced their opposition, particularly
related to negative social impacts and the risk of loose
legal enforcement by the authorities. [Thai PBS World]

Thailand: New digital laws to take effect
before Songkran

(msz) Thailand's cabinet has approved two new
executive decrees aimed at addressing rising concerns
over online criminal activity and digital asset
regulation. The laws—proposed by the Ministry of
Digital Economy and Society (DES)—will take effect
immediately upon publication in the Royal Gazette,
ahead of the Songkran holiday, according to both DES
Minister Prasert Jantararuangtong and Deputy
Government Spokesman Karom Polpornklang.

The first law, the Royal Decree on Measures to Prevent
and Suppress Technology-Related Crimes, seeks to
close regulatory loopholes and bolster enforcement
capabilities. It updates the timeline for enforcement to
become effective the day after publication and
expands the legal scope to include digital asset
businesses and e-wallets. New provisions are designed
to enhance transparency in digital wallet address
tracking and empower the Securities and Exchange
Commission (SEC) with stronger oversight over digital
platforms.

Additional measures include the ability to screen
suspicious messages, such as those promoting online
gambling or fraudulent investments, and suspend
telecommunication services when used in illegal
activities. The decree also introduces guidelines for
removing illicit digital content from platforms.

The second law, the Royal Decree on Digital Asset
Business Operations, sets clear legal parameters for
foreign digital asset companies operating in Thailand.
Any firm targeting Thai users—defined by offering
Thai-language content or accepting Thai baht
payments—must be legally authorized under Thai law.
This aims to bring offshore platforms under regulatory
supervision and prevent capital outflow through
unregulated channels.

Minister Prasert highlighted that both laws are
intended to strengthen Thailand's capacity to manage
cyber risks, ensure transparency in financial
technologies, and reinforce digital security in the face
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of expanding digital ecosystems. [Bangkok Post 1]
[Bangkok Post 2]

Thailand: Ethics probe into ex-Prime
Minister Thaksin's hospital stay expected
to conclude by May

(Im) Thailand’s Medical Council has confirmed that its
ethics investigation into doctors involved in the
hospitalization of former Prime Minister Thaksin
Shinawatra-widely seen as de facto leader of the ruling
Pheu Thai Party-proceeding on schedule and is
expected to conclude by May. The probe was launched
following public concerns about Thaksin’s swift
transfer from prison to the Police General Hospital,
where he remained throughout his sentence due to
alleged severe health issues.

Thaksin, sentenced to one year in prison in August
2023, was moved to hospital care within hours of being
taken into custody. Authorities claimed he required
close medical supervision due to multiple health
complications, including hypertension, heart disease,
and spinal issues. However, critics questioned whether
the hospital stay was used to avoid standard prison
conditions, prompting civil society groups to demand
an ethics review of the medical decisions involved.

Vice President of the Medical Council, Prof Dr Prasit
Watanapa, stated that there have been no delays and
the process is strictly adhering to procedural rules. The
six-month investigation period remains in place, with a
possible two-month extension if necessary, though no
such extension is currently anticipated.

Dr Amon Leelarasami, chair of the subcommittee
conducting the probe, noted that additional key
documents had recently been received and that the
committee has gathered ample material to proceed.
He assured the public that the investigation is being
conducted without interference and in full accordance
with ethical standards.

The final report will be submitted to the Public Health
Minister, who serves as the council's special president.
If objections are raised, a two-thirds vote by the
council's committee will be required to uphold the
findings. If not, the minister’s decision will be final.
[Bangkok Post]
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Thailand: Government sets new rules for
detention outside prison

(msz) The Royal Gazette had reportedly published the
Department of Corrections’ new announcement on
April 9 regarding the detailed directive for
incarcerating inmates outside traditional prisons under
the 2023 regulations on detention facilities. Director-
General Sahakarn Petchnarin signed the
announcement on March 19 with the aim of setting
clear criteria for "detention outside prison" in line with
Thailand'’s Corrections Act of 2017 and related
ministerial regulations.

Under the new directive, the purpose of confinement -
whether for rehabilitation, medical treatment, or pre-
release preparation - determine authorized detention
locations, which must be formally designated as
detention sites, including residential properties,
government or private vocational training centres,
educational institutions, religious sites, and medical
facilities. There are also specific categories for eligible
inmates, such as first-time offenders serving sentences
of no more than four years, pregnant women nearing
childbirth, or those assessed as low-risk for
reoffending. Each case must include a personalized
correctional plan risk assessment.

Meanwhile, those committing serious offenses, repeat
offenders, individuals under ongoing investigation, or
those who violated previous non-prison confinement
terms are excluded from the updated directive. Both
inmates and their supervisors are also obliged to
comply strictly with the outlined conditions. Otherwise,
they could face civil or criminal liability. [The Nation]

Thailand: Authorities seek to curb illegal
condo rentals through online booking
reform

(msz) Thai lawmakers are pushing for tighter
cooperation between state agencies and online
booking platforms to combat illegal condominium
rentals, which violate the Hotel Act of 2004. The
initiative follows concerns from the House Committee
on Consumer Protection, which met with government
departments and travel platform representatives to
address the widespread issue of short-term rentals in
unlicensed condo units.

Under Thai law, unauthorized daily rentals can result in
fines of up to THB 20,000 (USD 600), plus an additional
THB 10,000 (USD 300) per day until the offense ends.
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Many condominium bylaws also explicitly ban such
rentals.

Officials propose the development of a centralized
verification system that would require platforms to
confirm hotel or lodging license codes before listing
accommodations. The proposed system would link the
databases of licensed operators with online travel
agencies (OTAs), preventing unregistered properties
from accepting bookings.

The measure is intended to boost accommodation
standards, ensure guest safety, and minimize
disruption to permanent residents in affected
buildings.

The move comes amid a surge in complaints,
particularly from Bangkok's Sukhumvit and Sathon
districts. In response, the Ministry of Interior has
instructed the Department of Provincial Administration
to conduct inspections, and the government has
warned foreign condo owners against using their units
as hotel rooms without proper licensing. [Bangkok
Post]

Thailand: Nearly 100 questioned in
Bangkok building collapse probe

(Im) Thai police have questioned 98 individuals as part
of a criminal investigation into the recent collapse of
the under-construction State Audit Office (SAO)
building in Bangkok, which has so far left 22 dead and
72 missing. Among those interviewed are construction
company employees, victims' relatives, eyewitnesses,
and injured survivors. Investigators are still collecting
forensic and expert evidence, and no charges have
been filed yet.

Meanwhile, the Senate Committee on Commerce and
Industry is probing possible violations of the Foreign
Business Act involving China Railway No. 10 (Thailand)
Co, a firm linked to the building’s construction. Initial
findings suggest the company may have used Thai
nationals as proxies to bypass foreign ownership
limits. These individuals allegedly hold shares in at
least 11 companies also involving Chinese nationals,
raising suspicions about nominee practices and
regulatory evasion.

Authorities are also investigating whether substandard
materials were used in the construction. The
committee has pledged to submit its findings to the
Department of Special Investigation and the
government, stressing that nominee arrangements
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pose a serious threat to Thai business interests.
[Bangkok Post]

Thailand: Bangkok suspends use of T-
steel’ in high-rises after building collapse

(Im) The Bangkok Metropolitan Administration (BMA)
has temporarily banned the use of heat-treated steel,
commonly referred to as “T-steel,” in high-rise
construction projects under its jurisdiction following
the March 28 collapse of the State Audit Office (SAO)
building in Chatuchak district during an earthquake.
The steel, produced using induction furnaces, has
come under scrutiny for substandard quality,
prompting the BMA's Public Works Department to
issue an internal order on April 9 suspending its use
until a full inspection is complete.

Construction sites using the material must now submit
detailed reports identifying where it has been installed.
Investigations are being led by multiple agencies,
including King Mongkut's Institute of Technology and
the Iron and Steel Institute of Thailand. According to
Metropolitan Police Division 2, forensic testing of
construction materials is ongoing and is not interfering
with rescue and recovery operations.

Interior Minister Anutin Charnvirakul announced that
the Comptroller General's Department has approved
increasing funeral aid from THB 20,000 (USD 600) to
THB 100,000 (USD 3,000) per victim. Additionally, a THB
200 million (USD 6 million) emergency fund has been
approved for post-earthquake recovery efforts.
Meanwhile, the Board of Investment has suspended all
investment privileges for Chinese firm Xin Ke Yuan
Steel Co, which supplied steel to the collapsed
structure, pending further review. [Bangkok Post]

Thailand: Proxy investigation into
collapsed Bangkok tower contractor
halfway complete

(Im) Thai authorities say their investigation into alleged
proxy shareholding by China Railway No.10
Engineering Co. (Crec 10)—the Chinese contractor
involved in the collapsed State Audit Office (SAO) tower
in Bangkok—is now about 50 percent complete. The
30-story tower, under construction, collapsed on
March 28 following a 7.7-magnitude earthquake in
Myanmar, killing at least 37 people and leaving 57
missing.
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The Department of Special Investigation (DSI) is
probing whether Crec 10, which partnered with Italian-
Thai Development Plc (ITD) in the THB 2.1 billion (USD
61 million) project, used Thai proxies to bypass foreign
business laws and whether bidding collusion or the
use of substandard materials played a role. Authorities
have already traced financial transactions from
suspected proxy shareholders to two Chinese
nationals and identified around ten linked companies.

From April 18 to May 15, DSI will summon
representatives from Crec 10, ITD, and rival bidders for
questioning. [Bangkok Post]

Thailand: Chinese steel firm loses
investment privileges after collapse of
state audit building

(Im) The Thai Board of Investment (Bol) has suspended
investment privileges for Xin Ke Yuan Steel Co, a
Chinese steel manufacturer linked to the collapse of
the State Audit Office (SAO) building in Bangkok during
the March 28 earthquake. The decision, announced
after a board meeting chaired by Deputy Prime
Minister Pichai Chunhavajira, follows an earlier order
by Industry Minister Akanat Promphan and may
become permanent if the company’s factory license is
revoked.

Xin Ke Yuan Steel, which operates a factory in Rayong
and received Bol incentives in 2013, supplied steel bars
used in the construction of the 30-story SAO
skyscraper in Chatuchak district. The building collapsed
during tremors from an earthquake centered in
Myanmar, killing 27 people, injuring nine, and leaving
67 still unaccounted for. Investigations have focused
on the role of substandard steel materials in the
disaster.

The suspension of benefits is not retroactive, but the
Bol noted that if the Industry Ministry rescinds the
company's operational license, all privileges will be
permanently terminated. The decision marks a
significant response as Thai authorities intensify efforts
to determine liability in one of the country’s most
deadly urban infrastructure failures in recent years.
[Bangkok Post]

Thailand: Parliament reports legislative
progress with nine bills passed, dozens
pending
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(Im) Thailand's House of Representatives has passed
nine bills since December 2024, while 45 finance-
related bills await endorsement by the prime minister,
according to a year-to-date update presented by
House speaker spokesperson Khampee Disthakorn.

Between December 12, 2024, and April 10, 2025, the
House convened 31 times alongside six joint
parliamentary sessions. These sessions resulted in one
organic law passed, another rejected, and three
international agreements approved. Nineteen
constitutional amendments remain under review, and
three constitutional motions have been passed.

In addition to the nine bills already approved, one has
been suspended under Section 137 of the constitution
and another is currently under joint committee review.
Four bills are under Senate review, 19 are at the
committee stage, 63 are pending agenda placement,
and 12 are undergoing public hearings and impact
assessments.

Of the public-proposed bills submitted under
constitutional procedures, four are under Senate
review, one is in House committee, six are on the
parliamentary agenda, and 10 await prime ministerial
endorsement.

Parliament also approved 28 motions directing
government action and reviewed 15 committee-linked
reports. One no-confidence motion was filed under
Section 151, and 135 committee reports were
responded to and published in the Royal Gazette.
[Bangkok Post]

Thailand: New draft law aims to regulate
and promote digital gaming industry

(Im) Thailand is preparing to introduce its first
dedicated law for the digital gaming sector, with the
Ministry of Digital Economy and Society (DES) and the
Digital Economy Promotion Agency (depa) finalizing a
draft of the Game Industry Act. The law, developed in
collaboration with the Ministry of Culture, is designed
to regulate, promote, and protect the rapidly
expanding game industry, which is currently valued at
THB 30-40 billion (USD 820 million-1.1 billion) and
expected to triple within the next decade.

The bill addresses growing concerns about gambling-
related content and aims to establish a legal and
ethical framework that balances economic growth with
child protection and mental health safeguards. It
proposes to define the scope of digital games more



clearly, mandate registration for game developers,
distributors, and platform providers, and set up a
Game Industry Promotion Fund.

The fund is expected to receive THB 1 billion (USD 27
million) annually from the National Broadcasting and
Telecommunications Commission and the Revenue
Department. It will be managed by the newly created
Game Promotion Institute and will support workforce
development, industry promotion, and investment
incentives. Thai gaming companies could benefit from
tax deductions, including those tied to employment
and digital skills training.

The draft law includes game rating systems, regulation
of online content, and mechanisms to ensure that
industry players meet international standards. A
supervisory committee, expected to include
representatives from government, education, and the
private sector, will oversee implementation.

After passing public hearings and stakeholder
consultations, depa is expected to submit the final
draft to the cabinet via the DES Ministry within 60 days.
The government aims for the law to come into effect
by late 2025 or early 2026, positioning Thailand as a
regional gaming hub in Southeast Asia. [Bangkok Post]

Thailand: Transport Minister orders probe
into alleged 'bribe sticker' scheme

Transport Minister Suriya Jungrungreangkit has denied
allegations of a bribery scheme involving a "T" sticker
that allegedly allows trucks to bypass border checks
and vehicle passport requirements when entering
Thailand from Laos. The claims were raised by Wiroj
Lakkhanaadisorn, deputy leader of the People's Party,
who posted on Facebook that drivers could reportedly
purchase the sticker for THB 1,000 to evade
inspections.

In response, Suriya instructed the Department of
Highways and other agencies to launch an
investigation and said checkpoints have been
established on key routes to enforce regulations. He
denied any official knowledge of such a scheme.

Wiroj estimated that if 500 trucks use the sticker daily,
it could generate THB 182.5 million (approximately
USD 5.3 million) annually through bribes, not
accounting for potential risks like smuggling, tax
evasion, and trafficking. He also warned that imported
cassava from Laos, transported via this alleged
scheme, could undermine Thailand's cassava subsidy
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program, which supports local mills and factories by
stockpiling six million tons of the crop. [Bangkok Post]

Thailand: Ex-PAO president Kit Leekpai
sentenced for corruption over pier lease
deal

(bk) Kit Leekpai, former president of the Trang
Provincial Administrative Organization (PAO) and
brother of former Prime Minister Chuan Leekpai, was
sentenced on April 10 to three years and four months
in prison for corruption.

The Region 9 Criminal Court for Corruption and
Misconduct found Kit guilty of violating several laws,
including Sections 151 and 157 of the Criminal Code,
as well as Section 12 of the Act on Offenses Related to
the Submission of Bids to State Agencies B.E. 2542
(1999). The charges stemmed from a lease agreement
for the Na Kluea Pier in Kantang District, Trang
Province, which he approved without following proper
procedures. Kit failed to seek a resolution from the
Trang PAO Council, did not obtain approval from the
provincial governor, and bypassed the required
bidding process outlined in the Ministry of Interior's
1998 regulation concerning private sector involvement
in PAO operations. The pier was effectively leased to
Chukai Public Company Limited for use as a maritime
port without proper authorization. As a result, service
fees outlined in invoices could not be legally collected
or properly recorded as official PAO revenue.

The court also found that Chukai PCL, the leaseholder
of Na Kluea Pier, was allowed to operate machinery at
the site without any record of entry or exit, and that
the Trang PAO failed to collect fees for the machinery
stored on the premises.

However, Kit's cooperative testimony led to a one-third
reduction in his sentence, resulting in a two-year
suspension and a fine of THB 68,000 (USD 2,027). [Thai
Enquirer] [Matichon,_in Thai]

Thailand: Fraud suspect ‘Hi-so Hot’ faces
royal defamation, fraud charges

(Im) Thai authorities have launched multiple
investigations into Thanyatep Sirithapsadechakul, a
self-proclaimed high-society figure known as “Hi-so
Hot,” following allegations of fraud, royal defamation,
and impersonation of political elites.
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Actress Rinyarat “Kana” Watchararojsiri, who was
briefly engaged to Thanyatep, filed a police complaint
after discovering he was married and had used fake
text messages and counterfeit business cards to
convince her he had close ties to Prime Minister
Paetongtarn Shinawatra. The Prime Minister's Office
has confirmed the conversations were fabricated, and
Paetongtarn has filed a formal complaint. [Bangkok
Post 1]

Another woman also came forward, presenting police
with text messages allegedly sent by Thanyatep that
defamed the royal family. Both victims submitted fake
jewelry and other evidence to the Crime Suppression
Division (CSD), which is now investigating charges
including fraud, forgery, computer crimes, and royal
defamation.

Thanyatep reportedly claimed to be a personal adviser
to the Prime Minister and falsely stated that his father
had founded the ruling Pheu Thai Party. Authorities
further discovered that he had employed two military
police officers to provide a bogus VIP motorcade.
Defense Minister Phumtham Wechayachai confirmed
the officers have been detained, with their salaries cut
and pensions suspended as punishment for their
misconduct. He added that reforms are underway to
raise the pay of low-ranking officers and discourage
moonlighting. [Bangkok Post 2]

Thanyatep was detained after Rinyarat exposed him on
a television talk show. However, while in police custody
at Bangkok's Khok Kram police station, he attempted
suicide by jumping from the third floor, sustaining
spinal injuries. Despite being hospitalized, authorities
are preparing to transfer him to court in connection
with an earlier fraud case dating back to 2021. A
warrant is also expected soon in the new cases.
[Bangkok Post 3]

Thailand: Associate of fugitive Dr Boon
arrested in USD 435 million fraud case

(Im) A key suspect in the THB 16 billion (USD 435
million) investment fraud case linked to Dr Boon
Vanasin, founder of Thon Buri Healthcare Group, was
arrested at Suvarnabhumi Airport on April 8 upon her
return from China. Thitiporn Chalermrattanapratheep,
39, is accused of playing a central role in the fraudulent
scheme, which promised high returns on investments
in Dr Boon's healthcare ventures but ultimately failed
to deliver dividends or return capital.
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Her arrest marks the 14th in the case, with two others,
including Dr Boon and another female suspect, still at
large. Thitiporn allegedly enticed investors with
promises of lucrative returns and received a 13.5
percent commission for each investment, despite
denying direct involvement or knowing Dr Boon
personally.

The Department of Special Investigation (DSI), which
has taken over the case, reported that the fraud has
impacted at least 605 victims, with more than 130,000
pages of evidence compiled into 342 files. Officials
confirmed they are aware of the whereabouts of the
remaining fugitives and are pursuing their extradition.

Dr Boon, 86, is accused of exploiting his personal
reputation and that of his publicly listed hospital group
to defraud investors both in Thailand and abroad.
Authorities allege that the scam was conducted under
the guise of healthcare-related ventures, resulting in
one of the largest financial frauds in recent Thai
history. [Bangkok Post]

Thailand: Health Ministry approves
limited alcohol sales at Hua Lamphong
station

(bk) On April 10, the Public Health Ministry’s committee
approved the sale of alcoholic beverages at Hua
Lamphong railway station, Bangkok's main railway
terminal, during gathering events for a limited period,
as may be authorized on a case-by-case basis. The
ministry will draft the necessary regulations, which will
then be submitted to the Cabinet and published in the
Royal Gazette. Public Health Minister Somsak
Thepsutin clarified that this decision applies solely to
Hua Lamphong and does not extend to other train
stations.

Panumas Yanwetsakul, the director-general of the
Department of Disease Control, added that event
organizers must obtain permission from the Public
Health Minister to host activities involving alcohol.
Events where alcohol is sold must be limited to small
quantities and short durations -- unlike beer gardens
that typically operate for several months. The exact
number of days these events may be held is still under
review. [The Nation] [Khaosod, in Thai]

Thailand: American academic’s visa
revoked amid royal defamation charge


https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-sdtkidy-l-jhh/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-sdtkidy-l-jhk/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-sdtkidy-l-jhu/

(Im) Thailand has revoked the visa of American
academic Dr. Paul Chambers, who now faces trial
under the country's strict lese-majesté and Computer
Crime laws—charges that could result in up to 15 years
in prison. Chambers, a political science lecturer at
Naresuan University and CPG Senior Research Fellow,
was arrested on April 9 in Phitsanulok and initially
denied bail due to the seriousness of the charges and
his foreign nationality. He was later released on appeal
but remains barred from leaving the country.

The case marks a rare instance of Thailand's
controversial léese-majesté law, formally known as
Article 112 of the Criminal Code, being applied to a
foreign national. Chambers, a prominent commentator
on Thailand’s civil-military relations, is accused of
defaming the monarchy through promotional content
linked to an academic webinar on military reshuffles
hosted by Singapore’s ISEAS-Yusof Ishak Institute in
October 2024. Both Chambers and his wife, Napisa
Waitoolkiat—dean of social sciences at Naresuan
University—deny that he authored the material,
claiming it was a third-party description posted without
his involvement.

The complaint was filed by Thailand's Third Army Area,
which oversees the country’'s northern region.
Observers say Chambers’ academic work, which often
critiques the military’s influence over Thai politics, may
have made him a target of ultra-royalist groups.
Scholars at Risk and Thai Lawyers for Human Rights
argue that the charges reflect an escalating crackdown
on academic freedom and free speech in Thailand. [Al
Jazeera] [Bangkok Post] [CNN]

The U.S. government has expressed alarm over the
arrest. The State Department stated it is closely
monitoring the case and has requested consular
access to ensure Chambers' well-being. “We continue
to urge Thai authorities to respect freedom of
expression,” the department said, adding that it would
advocate for Chambers' fair treatment in line with the
U.S.-Thailand treaty alliance. [U.S. Department of State]

Thailand: HRLA urges Thai courts to
ensure fair trials in lése-majesté cases

(bk) The Human Rights Lawyers Association (HRLA) has
called on the President of the Supreme Court and the
Chief Justice of the Criminal Court in Thailand to
uphold legal principles and ensure transparency and
fairness in criminal trials, particularly in cases involving
lése-majesté charges.
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The appeal follows growing concerns over the handling
of legal proceedings against Arnon Nampa, a
prominent pro-democracy activist who has been
sentenced to more than 21 years in prison on charges
including lese-majesté and sedition. In one case, the
court held a closed-door trial, and in another, it initially
planned a closed trial but then agreed to hold an open
hearing after objections were raised by Arnon and his
legal team. Despite this concession, the court
subsequently issued a contempt ruling in a private
administrative chamber, bypassing the principle of
public hearings. The HRLA emphasized that such
procedural irregularities undermine the rights of
defendants and raise broader concerns about the
impartiality and legitimacy of the judiciary.

The HRLA stated that political defendants must be
guaranteed basic rights in line with international
standards, particularly after the European Parliament
condemned Thailand in March for human rights
violations, including misuse of lése-majesté laws. The
group urges immediate judicial reform to ensure
transparency, fairness, and adherence to due process.
[Thai Enquirer]

Thailand: Rights commission urges policy
to curb misuse of children in online
content

(Im) Thailand's National Human Rights Commission
(NHRC) has called on the Ministry of Education to issue
clear policies prohibiting teachers and school
personnel from involving children in online content
that violates their rights. The commission stressed the
need for an action plan to prevent the increasing
exploitation of child-related content on digital
platforms, often used to gain likes, followers, or ad
revenue.

Commissioner Wasan Paileeklee warned that children
are being portrayed as digital commodities, with
examples including footage of crying, naked, or
coerced children. Complaints indicate teachers have
shared content exposing children's identities, leading
to online abuse, sexualized comments, or threats.

The NHRC urged cooperation between the Education
Ministry, the Teachers’ Council, and the Ministry of
Digital Economy and Society to implement child
protection policies in schools, raise awareness of
digital rights, and monitor compliance with the
Personal Data Protection Act (PDPA).
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It also recommended adding children'’s rights to
teacher training curricula and enhancing school staff's
capacity to prevent online abuse. The commission
emphasized that children must not be used as tools to
boost online popularity, especially in ways that
compromise their privacy and dignity. [Bangkok Post]

Thailand: Commanders to face
disciplinary punishment over conscript
abuses

(msz) On April 8, Defence Minister Phumtham
Wechayachai vowed that preventive measures were in
place and that commanders heading the army units
where there is evidence of abuse against conscripts
will face disciplinary punishment. Some conscripts
were reportedly subject to physical and emotional
abuse by trainers and high-ranking military officers as
well as having to serve as servants in homes of senior
officers and enduring mistreatment there.

As part of preventive schemes, trainers will be
educated about what are deemed abusive practices.
Closed-circuit TV cameras will also be installed at
training sites to keep track of the conscripts and
trainers. If there are persistent abuses against the
conscripts in the future, the commanders directly in
charge of the training will face disciplinary punishment
in strict accordance with the rules. 2025 conscription is
taking place nationwide from April 1 to 15 with those
men turning 21 in a given conscription year needing to
undergo selection by drawing lots.

Meanwhile, the government is undertaking military
reforms, which include downsizing armed forces and
the reduction of conscripts. Part of the downsizing plan
is the defense ministry's introduction of technology to
replace manpower in some units. In order to
incentivize young men to volunteer for military service,
they will be offered vocational training to help them
get a job post-enlistment. Businesses will also be urged
to set aside vacancies for these trained soldiers
following the completion of their services. [Bangkok
Post]

Thailand: Bangchak moves to delist BSRC
as part of restructuring and SAF
investment strategy

(Im) Bangchak Corporation (BCP), a major Thai energy
conglomerate listed on the Stock Exchange of Thailand
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(SET), has announced plans to delist its subsidiary,
Bangchak Sriracha Plc (BSRC)—formerly Esso Thailand
—Dby the end of 2025. The move follows BCP's
acquisition of Esso Thailand in 2023 and forms part of
a broader business restructuring aimed at improving
competitiveness, operational efficiency, and financial
performance.

The delisting process includes a share swap tender
offer for the remaining 18.3 percent stake in BSRC held
by minority shareholders. The exchange ratio is set at
one new BCP share for every 6.5 BSRC shares. The
offer will take place between September and
November. BSRC shareholders who accept the offer
will retain indirect ownership in BSRC through BCP and
gain exposure to a larger, more diversified company
with reported earnings before interest, tax,
depreciation, and amortization (EBITDA) of
approximately THB 40 billion (USD 1.1 billion).

BCP also reaffirmed its confidence in long-term
growth, highlighting its investment in a new
sustainable aviation fuel (SAF) plant near its Phra
Khanong refinery in Bangkok. The facility aims to
capitalize on global aviation industry trends toward
SAF, which emits up to 80 percent less greenhouse gas
than conventional jet fuel. [Bangkok Post]

Thailand: U.S.-China trade war triggers
drop in Chinese tourists, influx of cheap
Chinese goods

(Im) The escalating U.S.-China trade war is beginning to
impact Thailand on multiple fronts, with both its
domestic industries and tourism sector feeling the
effects.

According to the Federation of Thai Industries (FTI),
Chinese manufacturers are increasingly redirecting
low-cost goods to Southeast Asian markets, including
Thailand, as a result of steep U.S. tariffs—now totaling
104 percent under President Donald Trump’s
administration. These redirected exports are flooding
Thai markets with Chinese goods that are 20 to 40
percent cheaper than domestic products, significantly
threatening small and medium-sized enterprises
(SMEs). An FTl survey found that 71 percent of Thai
manufacturers expect to lose market share to Chinese
imports, and 62 percent are calling on the government
to enforce anti-dumping laws and tighten trade
protections. [Bangkok Post]

This surge in redirected trade is also increasingly
taking place via digital platforms. Asst. Prof.
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Kiatanantha Lounkaew of Thammasat University
warned that Southeast Asia’s major e-commerce
platforms—such as Shopee, Lazada, Tokopedia, and
TikTok Shop—are becoming potential loopholes for
tariff evasion. These platforms, once seen as catalysts
for ASEAN's digital transformation, are now under
scrutiny for facilitating cross-border inflows of low-
cost, unregulated goods from China.

Parcel-level imports of electronics and unbranded
goods have reportedly increased in Thailand since the
tariff hike, threatening local producers and
undermining consumer safety standards. Kiatanantha
has called for ASEAN-wide reforms, including real-time
customs tracking, seller transparency rules, and the
formation of a regional digital trade surveillance
taskforce. He also stressed the need for anti-diversion
clauses in the upcoming ASEAN Digital Economy
Framework Agreement (DEFA). [Bangkok Post]

At the same time, the Tourism Authority of Thailand
(TAT) has reported a decline in Chinese tourist arrivals,
which fell by 1.2 percent during the week of March 31
to April 6, compared to a 12.8 percent rise in Malaysian
visitors. While China remains Thailand's top tourist
source this year with 1.38 million visitors, the gap is
narrowing as economic uncertainty affects outbound
travel from China. The TAT attributes the drop in part
to the trade war's impact on the Chinese economy and
has vowed to adapt its promotional strategies by
targeting untapped segments in second- and third-tier
Chinese cities and expanding outreach to other long-
haul markets such as Italy, Spain, the UK, and India.
[Bangkok Post]

In response, the TAT plans to revamp its promotional
strategies by targeting travelers in second- and third-
tier Chinese cities and expanding outreach in long-haul
markets like Italy, Spain, the United Kingdom, and
India.

Despite the drop in Chinese visitors to Thailand,
outbound travel from Thailand to China is booming.
Thai travel agents, faced with unsold seats on China-
bound flights due to weaker-than-expected Chinese
demand, have begun offering heavily discounted
tickets—up to 50 percent off—to Thai travelers. These
discounts have made China an attractive destination
during the Songkran holiday. [Bangkok Post]

Thailand: SCB economists slash growth
forecast as U.S. tariffs weigh on economy
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(Im) Siam Commercial Bank's Economic Intelligence
Center (SCB EIC) has sharply lowered Thailand's 2025
GDP growth forecast to 1.4-1.5 percent, down from its
earlier projection of 2.4 percent. The revision comes in
the wake of the United States’ 36 percent reciprocal
tariff on Thai exports—a rate higher than the average
for Southeast Asia (33 percent) and the global average
(16 percent).

SCB EIC also cut its global growth outlook to 2.2
percent and U.S. growth to 1.3 percent. The new tariffs
are expected to severely undercut Thai export
competitiveness, prompting economists to
recommend that the Bank of Thailand make three
additional interest rate cuts this year, potentially
reducing the benchmark rate to 1.25 percent by year-
end.

The Thai baht is projected to trade between THB
34.50-35.50 per USD in the short term, with further
depreciation likely if the government fails to negotiate
a tariff rollback by July. A worst-case scenario could see
the baht fall to THB 35.50-36.50 per USD, according to
SCB forecasts.

Meanwhile, Thai exporters are being urged to focus on
product innovation, improve manufacturing efficiency,
and diversify markets to cushion the impact. SCB
strategists warn that listed companies on the Stock
Exchange of Thailand could see earnings fall by up to 6
percent if GDP declines further.

The outlook reflects mounting pressure on Thailand's
economy amid escalating global trade tensions,

especially as the U.S.-China trade war fuels economic
uncertainty and regional competition. [Bangkok Post]

Thailand: Central bank says low inflation
poses no threat to economic growth

(Im) The Bank of Thailand (BoT) has dismissed
concerns that the country's persistently low inflation is
a sign of deflation or an impediment to economic
expansion. In an open letter to Finance Minister Pichai
Chunhavajira, BoT Governor Sethaput
Suthiwartnarueput explained that Thailand's low
consumer price inflation—just 0.84 percent year-on-
year in March—is largely the result of supply-side
factors, particularly subdued energy prices, and not
reflective of structural weakness.

The letter, dated April 1 and made public on April 11,
stated that inflation is expected to remain near the
lower bound of the BoT's 1 to 3 percent target range,
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occasionally dipping below it. The Ministry of
Commerce projects inflation could fall to as low as 0.15
percent in the second quarter of 2025.

While government officials have argued that the low
inflation signals a sluggish economy in need of
monetary easing, the central bank maintains that
economic resilience requires long-term structural
reforms rather than short-term rate cuts. Sethaput
emphasized that inflation expectations remain
anchored and that the BoT is committed to managing
both upside and downside risks to inflation while
ensuring monetary policy supports macroeconomic
stability.

The central bank reduced its key interest rate to 2.00
percent in February amid weakening growth prospects.
The next policy review is scheduled for April 30.
[Bangkok Post]

Thailand: Stock exchange monitors
volatility as U.S. tariffs drive sharp market
declines

(Im) The Stock Exchange of Thailand (SET) is on high
alert amid escalating U.S. tariff measures and
worsening global trade tensions, warning that circuit
breakers may be triggered if stock price declines
intensify. The SET index recently plummeted 4.5
percent on April 1 and 3.15 percent on April 4,
following the announcement of a 36 percent reciprocal
tariff on Thai exports to the U.S., prompting the bourse
to impose a temporary short-selling ban.

Circuit breakers would pause trading for 30 minutes if
the index drops 8 percent, again at 15 percent, and
suspend it for an hour if losses reach 20 percent. SET
President Asadej Kongsiri emphasized that these
emergency tools remain in reserve, to be used only
during extreme disruption. For now, adjustments to
ceiling and floor limits and the short-selling ban have
proven sufficient, he said.

The measures follow a steep year-to-date decline of
17.3 percent in the SET index, exacerbated by both the
trade war and the recent earthquake that rattled
investor confidence—especially in the transport, real
estate, insurance, and construction sectors.
Nonetheless, SET officials maintain that most listed
companies remain financially sound.

Foreign investors were net sellers of THB 40 billion in
the first quarter, while average daily trading value on
the SET and Market for Alternative Investment (MAI)
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dropped to THB 42.8 billion, down 6.3 percent year-on-
year. The forward price-to-earnings ratio stands at 12.2
times, slightly above the regional average, with a
dividend yield of 4.24 percent, higher than the regional
norm of 3.34 percent.

The short-selling ban is expected to be lifted on April
16, after the Songkran holiday. However, the SET
continues to monitor international markets closely,
with further interventions possible if global volatility
persists. [Bangkok Post]

Thailand: USD 150 million fund boosts
vehicle bookings at Bangkok Motor Show

(Im) A newly introduced THB 5 billion (USD 150 million)
government fund aimed at supporting pickup truck
loans has significantly contributed to strong sales at
the 2025 Bangkok International Motor Show, where
total vehicle bookings surged nearly 45 percent year-
on-year to 79,941 units.

The fund, launched through the Thai Credit Guarantee
Corporation, provides loan guarantees for small and
medium-sized enterprises (SMEs) purchasing pickup
trucks—a critical tool for both personal mobility and
business operations in Thailand. The measure,
effective from April 1 to December 30, encourages
financial institutions to ease lending restrictions in the
context of high household debt.

Tri Petch Isuzu Sales, a major domestic distributor of
pickups, reported an increase in bookings to 2,989
units, up from 2,734 last year. Pickup assembly
accounts for 80 to 90 percent of all auto parts usage in
Thailand, making the initiative crucial for the broader
automotive supply chain.

Electric vehicle (EV) bookings also jumped 65 percent
year-on-year, indicating sustained interest despite
financing challenges. Chinese automaker BYD led EV
bookings with 9,819 units, followed by Toyota and GAC
Aion. Overall, cars accounted for 77,379 of the total
vehicles booked.

Industry leaders expect the motor show to continue
playing a key role in reviving domestic automotive
demand through the remainder of the year. [Bangkok
Post]

Thailand: Zero-interest loans to improve
workforce skills
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(ed) The Department of Skill Development (DSD) is
encouraging to apply to a zero-interest loans program
to support businesses by helping them to enhance
their workforce's skills to remain competitive. This
program will permit companies to access loans up to 1
million TBH (USD 27 500) per application and
repayable for a one-year deadline. [Bangkok Post 1]

This financial support has the goal of assisting
businesses who face budget constraints by
encouraging productivity and reducing the operation
costs. The Skill Development Promotion Act has
allocated more than 30 million TBH (USD 823 000) of
funding for 2025. Companies with over 100 employees
are required to provide skill development training to at
least 50 percent of their workforce or contribute to the
Skill Development Fund at a specified rate. The
program is accessible online at e-fund.dsd.go.th and
loan agreements must be made by August 31.
[Bangkok Post 2]

General training providers are eligible to multiple
benefits, including income tax exemptions on training
expenses and the ability to bring foreign experts or
technicians into Thailand to serve as instructors. They
also receive consultation and support from the
Department of Skill Development, and are exempt
from laws governing private schools, as well as from
labor protection and labor relations laws in the case of
pre-employment training. Additional privileges may be
granted under Ministerial Regulations.

If the training provider operates a skill training center,
they are eligible for all the same benefits as general
providers. In addition, they receive exemptions from
import duties and value-added tax on training-related
equipment brought into the country. They can also
claim double deductions on electricity and water
expenses used for training purposes. [The Board of
Investment of Thailand]

Thailand: Bank for Agriculture considers
asset firm to address elderly farmers’
debt crisis

(Im) Thailand’s Bank for Agriculture and Agricultural
Cooperatives (BAAC) is exploring the establishment of
an asset management company (AMC) to address the
growing volume of non-performing loans (NPLs) held
by elderly borrowers. Deputy Finance Minister Julapun
Amornvivat said nearly 100,000 accounts held by older
farmers—worth around THB 10 billion (USD 290
million)—are now in default, many of which are
unsecured and thus difficult to recover.
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Efforts to shift the debt to younger family members
have failed, as few are willing to assume the
responsibility. Julapun suggested that forming an AMC
could encourage descendants to take over the debtin
exchange for retaining land use rights, helping reduce
the bank's current NPL ratio of 5.8 percent.

While the BAAC continues to serve primarily small-
scale farmers, it is also seeking to attract mid-sized and
large agribusinesses to improve its loan portfolio
balance. A previous government-backed debt
suspension program for farmers with loans under THB
300,000 (USD 8,700) drew over 1.41 million
participants, covering a combined THB 209 billion (USD
6 billion). [Bangkok Post]

Thailand: Student Loan Fund to increase
salary deductions for overdue borrowers

(Im) Thailand's Student Loan Fund (SLF) will begin
deducting an additional THB 3,000 (USD 87) per month
from the salaries of borrowers who have overdue
repayments, effective April. The announcement came
after a letter from the Fund to employers sparked
confusion among borrowers on social media.

Officials clarified that the additional deductions will
apply only to those who fail to clear outstanding debts
by July each year. To ease repayment burdens,
borrowers are also eligible to extend their loan period
by up to 15 years, which could lead to reduced penalty
fines. [Bangkok Post]

Thailand: IMF warns high household debt
is slowing recovery and increasing
financial risk

(ed) The International Monetary Fund (IMF) has warned
that Thailand's persistently high household debt,
currently standing at 89 percent of gross domestic
product (GDP), is hindering the country’s post-
pandemic economic recovery and placing it behind
regional peers. In a new report released on April 9, the
IMF emphasized that the high debt burden is not only
weakening household purchasing power but also
deterring business activity and investment, increasing
the risk of broader financial instability.

The IMF highlighted the root causes of Thailand's
financial vulnerability, including widespread informal
employment and inadequate access to social
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protections. Over half of Thailand's workforce remains
in the informal sector, lacking job security and
unemployment benefits, which has forced many to rely
on borrowing to meet basic living costs. The report
also pointed to the compounding impact of public
health challenges, particularly during the pandemic,
which further strained household finances.

While Thai authorities have implemented measures to
address the debt crisis—including the "You Fight, We
Help" debt relief program launched in December 2024
—the IMF cautioned that more needs to be done. This
program allows individuals and small businesses to
restructure their debt through reduced monthly
payments or interest waivers. In addition, the Bank of
Thailand's responsible lending guidelines introduced in
early 2024 have already enabled restructuring of over
seven million loan accounts.

However, the IMF warned that overly aggressive debt
reduction efforts could unintentionally disrupt credit
access and undermine financial sector stability.
Instead, the fund called for balanced reforms that
promote financial awareness, expand social safety
nets, and introduce more accessible personal debt
resolution mechanisms. It cited Brazil's recent
program, which helped 15 million borrowers
renegotiate debts totaling nearly 0.5 percent of GDP,
as a potential model for Thailand.

The IMF concluded that unless comprehensive efforts
are made to ease household debt burdens and reduce
dependence on informal credit, Thailand risks
continued sluggish growth and increased economic
fragility. [The Nation] [IMF]

Thailand: Investor sentiment remains
bearish amid global and domestic
uncertainty

(Im) Investor sentiment in Thailand remained
pessimistic in March, according to the Federation of
Thai Capital Market Organizations (FETCO), which
reported an Investor Confidence Index (ICl) of 60.9—
firmly within the bearish range. The country's
economic slowdown, escalating global trade tensions,
and continued international conflicts were cited as key
factors limiting investor confidence.

Retail investor sentiment dropped sharply by 22.4
percent to 38.8, while confidence among proprietary
and institutional investors declined to 60 and 111,
respectively. Foreign investor sentiment remained
unchanged at 66.7, also within the bearish zone. Only
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institutional investors remained in the neutral
category.

FETCO Chairman Kobsak Pootrakool noted that while
government stimulus efforts and a signal of interest
rate cuts by the Bank of Thailand have provided some
support, broader economic uncertainty continues to
weigh on the market. Contributing concerns include
the Russia-Ukraine war, new U.S. tariffs, and the
economic fallout from the March 28 earthquake in
northern Thailand.

At the end of March, the Stock Exchange of Thailand
(SET) index closed at 1,158.09 points, a 3.8 percent
decline from February. Average daily trading volume
stood at THB 38.5 billion (approximately USD 1.16
billion). Foreign investors were net sellers of THB 21.9
billion (approximately USD 657 million) in March,
bringing year-to-date net outflows to THB 40 billion
(approximately USD 1.2 billion).

FETCO highlighted that ongoing risks—such as
heightened trade protectionism, retaliatory tariffs, and
volatility in global commodity markets—could further
undermine investor confidence. Domestically,
challenges include weakening tourism, tepid private
investment, and uncertainty over the effectiveness of
government stimulus measures aimed at boosting the
economy. [Bangkok Post]

Thailand: Final phase of sugar tax takes
effect, incentivizing reformulation of
sweetened beverages

(ed) Thailand's final phase of the progressive sugar tax
came into effect on April 1, increasing excise rates on
sweetened beverages based on sugar content. Under
this fourth phase of the policy—rolled out in stages
since 2017—producers who fail to reduce sugar
content now face higher taxes. The Ministry of Finance
and Excise Department aims to encourage healthier
consumption habits and reduce risks of non-
communicable diseases such as obesity and diabetes.

Tax rates now range from THB 1 to THB 5 per liter,
depending on sugar concentration. Drinks with 6
grams or less of sugar per liter remain tax-exempt. In
contrast, beverages with 10-14 grams of sugar face a
THB 5 tax per liter, up from THB 3.

Despite concerns over price increases, the Excise
Department said most manufacturers have already
reformulated their products, substituting natural
sugars with artificial sweeteners to avoid high tax


https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-sdtkidy-l-tlj/

brackets. Between 2018 and 2023, the number of tax-
exempt low-sugar drinks rose from 90 to 4,736, while
high-sugar beverages—previously over 800—have
virtually disappeared from the market. [Bangkok Post]

Thailand: BOT chief assures no obstacle to
economic growth from low inflation

(msz) In response to the query of the finance minister,
Bank of Thailand (BOT) Governor Sethaput
Suthiwartnarueput assured that Thailand's low
inflation rate indicates neither deflation nor obstacle to
economic growth. He explained that supply-side
factors caused low inflation, which nonetheless had
not impeded competition and investment.

Governor Sethaput forecast that inflation was likely to
stabilize near the lower band of the 1% to 3% target
range and could fall below in some periods. He also
pledged that the bank’s monetary policy stressed
managing economic risks. The BOT cut the interest
rate by 25 basis points to 2.00% in February citing
weaker growth prospects. It will next review monetary
policy on April 30.

According to the Commerce Ministry, the inflation rate
recorded in March is 0.84% which is expected to
decline to about 0.15% in the second quarter on softer
energy prices. The rate has been below the target for
the past 12 months. [Thai PBS World]

Thailand: Legal battle between Nestlé and
former Thai business partner culminates
in Nestlé victory

(bk) A legal dispute between Nestlé, a Swiss
multinational food and beverage titan, and the
Mahagitsiri family, Nestlé's long-time producers and
distributors in Thailand, has marked the end of a
business partnership that contributed to the long-
standing dominance of Nestlé's Nescafé brand in the
country.

Timeline of the dispute

In 1990, Nestlé partnered with Prayudh Mahagitsiri, a
prominent Thai businessman, to establish Quality
Coffee Products (QCP), a 50/50 joint venture for the
production of Nescafé in Thailand. Under the
agreement, Nestlé retained the rights to manage
production, distribution, and marketing, with its
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proprietary technology forming the basis of the
venture's intellectual property.

In 2021, Nestlé decided to terminate its manufacturing
agreement with QCP. Two years later, in 2023, the
Mahagitsiri family initiated a lawsuit against Nestlé at
the South Bangkok Civil Court, accusing the company
of imposing excessive fees tied to their joint venture
agreement and thereby breaching the agreement. In
2024, an international arbitration court ruled that the
joint venture agreement would officially end on
December 31, 2024. However, the two sides failed to
reach an agreement on QCP's future, leading to a
business deadlock.

The dispute escalated in March 2025, when Nestlé S.A.
petitioned the court to dissolve QCP on March 15,
while Chalermchai Mahagitsiri, son of Prayudh and a
major shareholder in QCP -- currently holding the
largest stake (41.8 percent) compared to Nestlé's 30
percent -- filed for a temporary injunction with the Min
Buri Civil Court. On April 3, 2025, the court granted the
injunction, barring Nestlé from producing, outsourcing,
selling, or importing any instant coffee products under
the Nescafé trademark within Thailand.

In response, Nestlé swiftly filed an emergency motion
on April 11, seeking to lift the injunction. The company
argued that the ban had far-reaching impacts, affecting
not just its operations but also farmers, suppliers, and
associated industries such as packaging and can
production. The court scheduled an emergency
hearing for April 17 to consider the motion.

Before the emergency hearing could take place, a
crucial development occurred. On April 11, the Central
Intellectual Property and International Trade Court
issued a ruling in favor of Nestlé, affirming that Nestlé
(Thai) Ltd. is the sole legal owner of the Nescafé
trademarks in Thailand. This decision overrode the
previous injunction and legally re-empowered Nestlé
to sell and distribute Nescafé products nationwide.

On April 12, Khruawan Warunpaijit, Executive Director
of Nestlé Professional Thailand, sent an official letter to
business partners, sharing the update. The letter
confirmed Nestlé’s exclusive trademark rights in
Thailand and stated that the company could
immediately resume accepting orders for Nescafé. It
also expressed gratitude to partners for their
continued support throughout the legal battle and
reaffirmed Nestlé’s long-term commitment to
sustainable business in Thailand, including ongoing
investment in customers, employees, farmers, and
partners.



This ruling not only resolves a high-profile trademark
conflict but also marks a significant moment in
Thailand's coffee industry, solidifying Nestlé’s position
as the rightful owner and distributor of the Nescafé
brand in the Thai market. [The Nation 1] [The Nation 2]
[The Nation 3] [The Nation 4] [Thansettakij 1, in Thai]

About the Mahagitsiri family

The Mahagitsiri family, led by Prayudh Mahagitsiri, is
one of Thailand's wealthiest and most influential
business families. Currently, the second generation
continues to drive the family’s business activities. Apart
from their coffee business, the Mahagitsiris are major
players in the food and beverage industry, with stakes
in Pizza Hut, Taco Bell, and Krispy Kreme in Thailand.
The family's business empire also spans multiple other
industries, including utilities, transportation, real
estate, and entertainment. [Thansettakij 2, in Thai]

Thailand: Government to introduce new
certification for Thai restaurants

(acs) The Thai government aims to increase the global
appeal of Thai restaurants by aligning them with
international standards, both locally and abroad. To
achieve this, a new certification system called the "Thai
SELECT" certification has been introduced. According
to Deputy Government Spokesperson Karom
Polpornklang, the Thai SELECT certification is expected
to promote food tourism, strengthen Thailand's
culinary presence worldwide, and enhance customer
confidence.

In collaboration with the Ministry of Commerce, the
government emphasized that there are specific
eligibility criteria for Thai restaurants to apply for the
certification. Once certified, restaurants must adhere
to strict hygiene standards. The government believes
that this initiative will contribute to greater global
recognition of Thai cuisine and foster trust among both
local and international customers. [Bangkok Post]

Thailand: Motorcycle bomb injures four
rangers in Narathiwat amid heightened
Songkran security

(Im) Four Thai rangers were injured on April 13 after a
motorcycle bomb exploded near their housing in
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Narathiwat's Rangae district. The blast occurred close
to a temple near Ranger Company 4503. Authorities
have tightened security across the southern provinces
amid Songkran festivities. [Bangkok Post]

Thailand: iPhones now support
emergency alerts via Cell Broadcast

(bk) Apple has officially released an update that
enables iPhone users in Thailand to receive emergency
alerts via the Cell Broadcast system and Amber Alerts.
This update comes after trials conducted by Thai
mobile operators AlS and True-dtac, which allowed
users to receive emergency notifications for natural
disasters like earthquakes, floods, and other
unforeseen incidents.

Previously, Android smartphones in Thailand were able
to receive these alerts, but iPhones were not fully
supported. With the new update, iPhone users in
Thailand can now receive immediate alerts for
emergencies, providing a critical communication tool
during unforeseen events. To activate the feature,
users need to update their Carrier Profile in settings.

However, for iOS 18 users with Thai SIM cards, starting
mid-April, their devices will automatically support the
Cell Broadcast system, ensuring that they receive
critical emergency alerts without the need for manual
updates. [The Nation]

Vietnam: Party Central Committee
Concludes 11th Plenum

(Im/hn) Vietnam's 13th Party Central Committee, the
top leadership body of Vietham’'s Communist Party
elected for the 2021-2026 term, concluded its 11th
plenary session on April 12 with unanimous approval
of a sweeping proposal to restructure the country’s
political and administrative system. The three-day
meeting, chaired by Party General Secretary To Lam,
marks a pivotal moment in the country’s institutional
evolution, laying the groundwork for a leaner
governance model.

At the heart of the reform is a radical restructuring of
local government. The number of provincial-level
administrative units will be reduced from 63 to 34,
comprising 28 provinces and six centrally governed
cities. District-level administrations will be abolished,
pending amendments to the 2013 Constitution and the
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2025 Law on Local Government Organization.
Commune-level units will be cut by 60 to 70 percent.
The resulting two-tiered local government system—
provincial and commune level—is intended to bring
governance closer to the people while streamlining
resource allocation, improving state management, and
enhancing administrative efficiency.

General Secretary To Lam emphasized that the reform
adopts a “scientific, breakthrough, and creative
approach” with a long-term vision extending 100 years
into the future. He called for input from the Party
Central Committee to ensure the new model is tailored
to Vietnam's evolving development goals. Under the
new structure, provinces will implement central
policies while also issuing their own regulations and
directly overseeing local affairs. Communes will
execute provincial and central directives and be
empowered to manage local issues through delegated
legal authority. [Viet Nam News 1]

The administrative overhaul also includes aligning
Party structures with the new governance model.
District-level Party organizations will be dissolved,
while corresponding units will be established at the
province and commune levels. In addition, mass
organizations such as the Vietnam Fatherland Front,
civil servant unions, and armed forces associations will
be consolidated or dissolved. Union fee contributions
from workers will be reduced. [Viet Nam News 2] [Viet
Nam News 3] [Vnepxress, in Vietnamese]

The judiciary will undergo a parallel transformation.
The current four-tiered system will be replaced with a
three-level framework consisting of the Supreme
People’s Court and Procuracy, provincial and municipal
courts/procuracies, and newly created regional-level
institutions. Military judicial structures will remain
unchanged. Constitutional and legal amendments to
implement these reforms are to be completed by June
30, with the changes taking effect on July 1. [Viet Nam
News 4]

The Central Committee also approved personnel
guidelines for the 14th National Party Congress and
discussed amendments to Party regulations,
disciplinary frameworks, and electoral procedures.
Truong Hoa Binh, a former Politburo member and
permanent deputy prime minister, was dismissed from
all Party positions for violations of anti-corruption
norms. Nguyen Van Hieu, an alternate Central
Committee member, was also removed for misconduct
during his tenure as Can Tho Party Secretary.

In preparation for the 2026-2031 National Assembly
and People’s Council elections, the Central Committee
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endorsed electoral guidelines and began reviewing
draft documents for the 14th Congress. These include
a streamlined draft political report and assessments of
the country's 40-year Doi Moi (renewal) journey, socio-
economic strategy implementation, and Party building
activities. The documents are now 30 to 35 percent
shorter but remain comprehensive and action-
oriented, designed to guide the country’s political
trajectory. [Viet Nam News 5]

Vietnam: Draft law proposes easing
citizenship rules and expanding dual
nationality

(Im) Vietnam’s Ministry of Justice has proposed
significant amendments to the Law on Vietnamese
Nationality that would make it easier for people with
Vietnamese ancestry and qualified foreign nationals to
acquire or regain citizenship. The draft aims to
strengthen connections with overseas Vietnamese and
attract talent and investment.

Key proposed changes include waiving current legal
capacity requirements for minors with a Vietnamese
parent and simplifying the application process for
individuals with a Vietnamese parent or grandparent,
foreign investors, scientists, and experts. These
applicants may submit documents through embassies
or consulates without needing to reside in Vietnam.

A notable revision would remove the restriction that
only "special cases" may retain foreign citizenship
when acquiring Vietnamese nationality. Instead, dual
citizenship would be allowed if it complies with the
foreign country's laws and does not undermine
Vietnam's sovereignty or public order.

Applicants seeking to reacquire Vietnamese citizenship
would also no longer need to renounce their foreign
citizenship. However, those holding dual nationality
must relinquish their foreign citizenship and reside
permanently in Vietnam if they intend to hold public
office or serve in the military or government-affiliated
organizations.

As of March 2025, over 229,000 individuals had
renounced Vietnamese citizenship, while only 311 had
it restored—20 of whom retained dual nationality. [Viet
Nam News]
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Vietnam: Revised Chemical Law aims to
align industry with green and sustainable
development goals

(Im) Vietnam is revising its 2007 Chemical Law to
modernize the country's regulatory framework and
support its commitment to sustainable growth and the
2050 net-zero target. The draft amendment, now open
for public consultation, seeks to address key
shortcomings in the existing law and bring it in line
with global trends in green, circular, and low-emission
development.

The updated law introduces clearer guidelines for
managing the full lifecycle of chemicals, from
production and transportation to disposal and
destruction. It expands regulatory coverage to include
consumer products containing hazardous substances
—such as paints, adhesives, detergents, cosmetics,
and toys—as well as dual-use chemicals and
precursors used in drug manufacturing.

Notably, the draft law incorporates principles of green
chemistry into technology design, selection, and
production processes. However, experts suggest
refining this section by referencing the globally
recognized 12 Principles of Green Chemistry, which
promote safer, more efficient chemical practices.

Other proposed updates include defining terms such
as “pharmaceutical chemicals,” “hazardous chemicals,”
and “new chemicals” more precisely, while ensuring
consistency with other legislation such as the
Investment Law and Decree No. 161/2024 on
hazardous goods transportation.

The revision also aims to promote the chemical
industry as a strategic sector, offering targeted
incentives while ensuring strong environmental and
safety controls. Stakeholders have called for further
clarification on overlaps with food and pharmaceutical
laws and emphasized the importance of flexible
regulations to address evolving risks. [Viet Nam News]

Vietnam: 8 percent GDP growth target
reaffirmed amid global and domestic
challenges

(hn) Despite facing significant global and domestic
macroeconomic challenges, the Vietnamese
government has reaffirmed its GDP growth target of at
least 8 percent for 2025, according to Resolution 77.
The resolution highlights ongoing global risks such as
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trade wars, geopolitical conflicts, and supply chain
disruptions, while domestically, agriculture and
electricity supply remain vulnerable due to extreme
weather. These factors are putting pressure on
macroeconomic stability, inflation, and exchange rates.
However, the government has urged ministries and
local authorities to remain optimistic, address
difficulties, and take advantage of emerging
opportunities to achieve the growth target, ensure
macroeconomic stability, and control inflation.

To this end, 37 provinces and cities that failed to meet
their Q1 GRDP growth targets must work with the
Ministry of Finance to identify causes, revise growth
plans for the upcoming quarters, and propose
appropriate solutions. Ministries have been tasked
with preparing strategies to respond to international
developments, particularly potential U.S. retaliatory tax
policies. The Ministry of Finance is expected to propose
support measures for businesses and workers affected
by tariffs and submit a draft to extend the VAT
reduction from July 2025 to the end of 2026.
Meanwhile, the State Bank will manage exchange rates
flexibly, promote lending to productive sectors,
support short-term loans for tariff - impacted firms,
and study preferential housing loans for individuals
under 35 and long-term credit packages for
infrastructure and digital technology development.

In addition, the Ministry of Industry and Trade must
promptly resolve issues related to the implementation
of Power Development Plan VIII to prevent electricity
shortages, strengthen trade promotion, explore new
markets, and accelerate negotiations for new free
trade agreements, especially with the U.S. The
government also emphasized the need to accelerate
public investment disbursement and ensure full
disbursement of the 2025 capital plan. The Ministry of
Construction has been tasked with proposing policies
to stimulate domestic consumption of construction
materials and suggesting a clinker tax reduction. The
tourism sector is expected to enhance promotional
activities for summer 2025, coordinate air fare
management, and stimulate domestic travel demand.
Finally, the government calls for the effective
implementation of administrative reform programs for
2025 - 2026, particularly simplifying business - related
procedures and improving the decentralization of
administrative processes. [Vnexpress, in Viethamese]

Vietnam: Petrovietnam renamed to
reflect broader industrial and energy
mandate


https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-sdtkidy-l-tyt/

Vietnam'’s state-owned oil and gas conglomerate,
formerly known as the Vietnam Oil and Gas Group
(Petrovietnam), has officially rebranded as the Vietnam
National Industry - Energy Group, while retaining the
English name Petrovietnam.

The decision, authorized by the Prime Minister and
guided by the Politburo’s 2024 directive, reflects
Vietnam's push to expand into renewable energy
sectors such as offshore wind, hydrogen, and
ammonia production. Petrovietnam’s revised mission
will now rest on three pillars: energy, industry, and
services, with a continued focus on national energy
security and sustainable development. [Viet Nam
News]

Vietnam: Export oversight tightened to
address US tariff concerns

(cmc) Amid escalating trade tensions with the United
States, Vietnam has instructed its companies to
enhance monitoring of the origins of their goods and
materials. This measure aims to curb the practice of
transshipping Chinese products that are falsely labeled
as "Made in Vietnam," a concern that has led to
increased scrutiny from U.S. authorities. The
government is urging companies to diversify their
sources of raw materials, which will help ensure
compliance with international trade laws and reduce
risks associated with global supply chain disruptions

The U.S. has recently proposed a significant tariff of
46% on Vietnamese exports, citing concerns over trade
fraud and intellectual property issues. While this tariff
has been suspended for the time being, Vietnam is
actively engaged in talks with the U.S. in hopes of
reducing the duty to a more manageable range of 22%
to 28%. To address these concerns, Vietnamese
officials are tightening regulations to prevent the
transshipment of Chinese goods through Vietnam
without substantial modification, a practice that could
potentially violate trade agreements (

Vietnam's trade surplus with the U.S. reached over
$123 billion in 2024, marking it as one of the largest
among U.S. trading partners. The government's new
measures are part of its efforts to protect this valuable
trade relationship and maintain its standing as a
trusted economic partner. These actions come as the
U.S. and Vietnam continue their trade negotiations,
with the temporary suspension of tariffs providing
both countries a brief window to resolve key issues in
their trade dynamics.
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These developments are a part of Vietnam's broader
strategy to balance its economic ties between major
powers. While the country works to solidify its
relationship with the U.S,, it is also expanding its
partnerships with regional players like China. This
diplomatic balancing act allows Vietnam to safeguard
its economic interests and reaffirm its role as a key
regional player amidst ongoing global trade shifts.
[Reuters]

Vietnam: LEGO opens USD 1 billion eco-
friendly factory to boost sustainable
growth in Asia

(hn) The LEGO Group has officially opened its USD 1
billion factory in the Viet Nam - Singapore Industrial
Park Ill in Binh Duong Province, marking its sixth
factory globally and its most environmentally
sustainable to date. Construction began in November
2022, and the facility spans 44 hectares.

At the opening ceremony, Deputy Prime Minister Mai
Van Chinh highlighted Vietnam'’s focus on attracting
high-quality, eco-friendly investment, praising LEGO as
a model for innovation, sustainability, and social
responsibility. The factory reflects cooperation
between Vietnam and Denmark.

The factory will run on 100 percent renewable energy
by early 2026, with 12,400 rooftop solar panels and a
new battery storage energy center - the first of its kind
in Vietnam - set to be operational by the end of 2025.
The site features LEED Platinum and Gold-certified
buildings and is the first LEGO facility to use paper-
based packaging exclusively.

LEGO has launched training programs and workplace
initiatives to foster a skilled, inclusive workforce. It also
supports local education and play-based learning
initiatives and is preparing to open a regional
distribution center in Dong Nai later this year.

The company, still headquartered in Billund, Denmark,
continues expanding its presence in Asia-Pacific to
meet growing demand while promoting sustainable
development. [Viethamnews]

Vietnam: Trade office warns of diversion
risk to EU market amid U.S. tariff fallout
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(Im) Vietnamese exporters are being urged to exercise
caution amid growing concerns in the European Union
(EU) over potential trade diversion resulting from high
U.S. tariffs on Chinese goods. According to the Vietnam
Trade Office in Sweden, the EU fears that products
previously destined for the U.S.—such as steel,
electronics, solar panels, and wind turbines—could
now be redirected to Europe, prompting tighter EU
monitoring.

Officials warn that Chinese goods could potentially
reroute through Vietnam by falsely claiming
Vietnamese origin, posing a serious risk to the
reputation of "Made in Vietnam" exports. Such actions
could result in increased scrutiny, the tightening of
preferential trade conditions, or even punitive tariffs
on Vietnamese products.

To mitigate this risk, Vietnamese businesses are
advised to ensure strict supply chain control, maintain
transparent origin documentation, and strengthen
traceability practices. Exporters should also stay
updated on EU trade developments and enhance
product quality to preserve their market standing.

The situation mirrors a 2017 precedent when the EU
imposed safeguards on steel imports following a surge
of Chinese goods redirected from the U.S. under
similar circumstances. [Viet Nam News]

International Relations,
Geopolitics and Security
in Asia

Trilateral meeting as Iran, China, and
Russia discusses nuclear issue
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(dh) Senior diplomats from Iran, China, and Russia met
in Moscow on April 8, for a second round of trilateral
discussions focused on Iran’s civilian nuclear program
and broader efforts to counter Western pressure.

The talks built on a previous meeting held on March 14
in Beijing, where Iranian Deputy Foreign Minister
Kazem Gharibabadi, Russian Deputy Foreign Minister
Sergey Ryabkov, and Chinese Deputy Foreign Minister
Ma Zhaoxu agreed on the need to support peaceful
nuclear development, reject unilateral sanctions, and
prioritize dialogue over confrontation (see AiR No. 11,
March/2025, 3). [Tehran Times 1]

These discussions are part of ongoing efforts by the
three nations to strengthen their cooperation and
coordinate responses to the challenges posed by
Western policies, particularly following the U.S.
withdrawal from the 2015 nuclear deal (JCPOA) in 2018.
In that context, Iran has scaled back its commitments
under the agreement, citing the failure of European
countries to fulfill their obligations.

In addition to their technical talks, Iran, Russia, and
China have also worked to address broader
geopolitical issues, including opposition to Western
"snapback" sanctions, which could reimpose the
previous sanctions on Iran.

While direct U.S.-Iran negotiations are set to take place
in Oman on 12 April, the situation remains uncertain,
with continued tension over Iran’s nuclear program.
The U.S. has threatened Iran with economic sanctions
and military action. Despite this, Trump announced his
administration would host talks with Iran. [Tehran
Times 2]

China's foreign ministry urged the U.S. to end pressure
and threat of force and engage in dialogue to come to
a solution with Iran. Jian has emphasized China's
commitment to international non-proliferation and
fostering peace in the Middle East. [China Ministry of
Foreign Affairs]

European leaders expected to travel to
Beijing for summit

(na) European Union leaders are planning to travel to
Beijing for a summit with Chinese President Xi Jinping
in late July, despite the meeting traditionally rotating
between capitals. This comes after Xi declined an
invitation in March to visit Brussels for a summit
marking the 50th anniversary of EU-China diplomatic
ties. [SCMP] [Reuters]


https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-sdtkidy-l-tyu/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-sdtkidy-l-tyu/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-sdtkidy-l-tjl/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-sdtkidy-l-tjl/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-sdtkidy-l-tjr/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-sdtkidy-l-tjy/

While Beijing has previously insisted that Premier Li
Qiang should represent China at Brussels summits, the
EU has emphasized that Xi attended three previous
summits. This is a precedent they wish to maintain,
particularly for the 50th anniversary of relations.
[SCMP]

This development unfolds amid the US's escalating
trade war against China and the threat of tariffs
against the EU. It also comes soon after the EU and
China opened discussions about removing the EU
tariffs on Chinese electric vehicles that were imposed
last year and instead replacing them with a minimum
price policy. This move could be seen as an effort to
avoid trade tensions between the two trading partners
as both sides express concerns over the effect of US
tariffs. [Reuters 2]

The EU's willingness to travel to Beijing indicates an
effort to re-engage with China at a time when the
bloc's relationship with the United States has become
strained. With both sides under economic pressure
from US tariffs, Brussels appears to be moderating
some of its stances toward China in order to maintain
economic stability and trade. [SCMP]

China increases pressure on African
lawmakers, force withdrawal from critical
alliance

(dh) A recent report from Associated Press has shown
that China is intensifying its political engagement in
Africa, pressuring lawmakers to distance themselves
from international groups critical of Beijing.

Documents, messages, and voice messages obtained
by Associated Press in recent months have shown that
legislators from Malawi and Gambia withdrew from the
Inter-Parliamentary Alliance on China (IPAC) after
reported pressure from Chinese diplomats. The group,
which brings together hundreds of lawmakers from 38
countries, has supported Taiwan, criticized China’s
human rights record, and subsequently coordinated
sanctions against China.

Chinese officials allegedly warned African governments
that continued participation in IPAC could jeopardize
diplomatic relations, including high-level visits and
cooperation. While the lawmakers denied direct
coercion, messages suggest Chinese influence played a
role in their decisions.

The moves are part of China’'s broader strategy to
shape its image abroad and limit criticism, particularly
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in regions where it has strong economic ties. Africa has
become a key focus, with Beijing investing heavily in
infrastructure and development across the continent.

Analysts say the pressure on African lawmakers marks
a shift from China’s usual hands-off political approach.
With the U.S. scaling back its presence in the region,
Beijing is seemingly seizing the opportunity to deepen
both economic and political influence. [AP]

Japan’s prime minister and NATO leader
pledge to strengthen security cooperation
amid growing regional threats

(ad) Japanese Prime Minister Shigeru Ishiba and NATO
Secretary General Mark Rutte have pledged to
strengthen military ties, highlighting shared concerns
over growing threats from China, North Korea, and
Russia. The pledge was made during Rutte's visit to
Japan last week April 8-9. [NATO]

Japan, already closely aligned with the US, is expanding
its defense partnerships in the Indo-Pacific and now
seeks deeper cooperation with NATO, especially
considering Russia’s invasion of Ukraine and China’s
growing assertiveness.

Both parties agreed in a joint statement to strengthen
commitment to boost defense industrial collaboration,
especially in dual-use and advanced technologies,
enhance cooperation in cybersecurity and space
defense, plan for joint military drills, and the use of
emerging technologies such as drone and Al
integration.

Japan and NATO expressed strong concerns over
deepening military ties between North Korea and
Russia, particularly North Korea's provision of missiles
used in Ukraine. Another concern discussed was the
support from China for Russia’s defense sector. Ishiba
and Rutte stands firm in opposing unilateral changes
to the regional status quo, especially in the East and
South China Seas and across the Taiwan Strait,
encouraging Beijing to improve military transparency
and arms control. In this regard, Rutte further warned
of Russia’s ongoing threat to European security and
China’s growing military and technological ambitions in
the Indo-Pacific.

The Secretary General also praised Japan for its
supports for Ukraine and its interest in joining NATO's
Security Assistance and Training for Ukraine (NSATU),
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though Japan’s involvement would remain non-
combative due to its pacifist constitution. [Japan
Today]

Mongolia, EU hold online meeting, discuss
cooperation in infrastructure projects

(fs) The European Union (EU) and Mongolia convened
their annual Joint Committee meeting in Ulaanbaatar
on April 4 under the EU-Mongolia Partnership and
Cooperation Agreement. It was co-chaired by Deputy
Managing Director for Asia and the Pacific at the
European External Action Service Paola Pampaloni and
State Secretary of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of
Mongolia Munkhtushig Lkhanaajav.

Discussions covered a broad range of issues, including
peace and security in Northeast Asia, climate action,
energy independence, and economic diversification.
The EU acknowledged Mongolia's role as a regional
mediator and welcomed its upcoming hosting of the
17th UNCCD Conference in 2026.

Both parties highlighted joint efforts on environmental
protection, gender-sensitive peacekeeping training,
and renewable energy cooperation.

The EU expressed support for Mongolia’s use of the
GSP+ framework to boost sustainable trade and
foreign investment. Talks also focused on enhancing
collaboration in critical raw materials and digital
connectivity, aligned with the EU's Global Gateway
strategy.

The meeting also reviewed progress on development
cooperation, notably within the 2021-2027
Multiannual Indicative Programme. Human rights and
media freedom were key points in a separate dialogue
held on April 2 (see AiR No. 14, April/2025, 2).

The next meeting will take place in Brussels in 2026.
[European Union External Action]

In a separate development, Mongolia’s Minister of
Road and Transport Development Delgersaikhan
Borkhuu met with EU Ambassador to Mongolia Ina
Marciulionyté, Programme Manager at the Delegation
of the European Union to Mongolia Arnaud Appriou,
and European Investment Bank (EIB) Representative
Auvo Kaikkonen on April 8 to discuss potential
cooperation in major transport infrastructure projects.

Borkhuu presented two proposed projects: the
construction of a four-lane Lun-Kharkhorin road and
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the expansion of the Zamyn-Uud-Khushig Valley
vertical axis into a four-lane highway. Highlighting the
economic significance of the Zamyn-Uud corridor,
which handles 78 percent of Mongolia's imported
goods, he emphasized the need to invest in high-traffic
routes connecting Mongolia with its neighbors.

Appriou noted that the EU delegation is also evaluating
forest development initiatives linked to Mongolia's One
Billion Trees movement. He confirmed the European
Investment Bank’s growing focus on the transport
sector and expressed interest in assessing the
feasibility of the proposed road projects.

If the projects meet the bank’s criteria, the EU side is
open to signing a Memorandum of Understanding.
[Montsame]

North Korean IT operatives infiltrate
Fortune 500 companies

(dgl) A growing number of North Korean IT workers are
infiltrating global companies by posing as American job
applicants, often using stolen identities and Al tools.
Crypto startup g8keep, estimates that 95 percent of
the résumés it receives are from North Korean
operatives. The company now requires job candidates
to insult Kim Jong Un—an act punishable in North
Korea—to screen out potential imposters.

The United Nations estimates that North Korea’s IT
worker scam generates USD 250-600 million annually.
Using Al, these operatives can disguise their
appearance, voice, and credentials, often holding
multiple jobs simultaneously. They create fake
recruitment agencies and use remote desktop tools to
coach candidates through interviews. Once hired,
salaries are funneled back to fund North Korea's
nuclear weapons and espionage operations.

Google Cloud explained that many North Korean
workers operate from China or Russia, aided by
facilitators who help create fake LinkedIn profiles and
bios. Some even set up shell companies that land
contracts with major corporations. CrowdStrike, a
cybersecurity firm, reported 304 incidents in 2024
linked to the group known as Famous Chollima, which
combines IT job scams with cyberattacks like the USD
1.5 billion cryptocurrency heist in Dubai.

Federal authorities in the U.S. have indicted dozens
involved in the scheme, including U.S. citizens who
operated "laptop farms" to support North Korean
remote workers. In one case, a woman in Arizona
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helped North Koreans obtain jobs at over 300
companies using 60 stolen identities.

Security experts stress that companies must go
beyond one-time ID checks. Measures such as
geolocation verification, regular identity revalidation,
and collaboration between HR and cybersecurity
teams are essential to combat this evolving threat.
[Eortune]

North Korean leader’s sister denounces
denuclearization pledge between U.S.,
South Korea, and Japan

(kp) Kim Yo-jong, the influential sister of North Korean
leader Kim Jong-un, has denounced a recent joint
pledge by South Korea, the United States, and Japan to
pursue the denuclearization of North Korea. it “the
most hostile act” and reaffirming that Pyongyang's
nuclear status is non-negotiable.

In a statement released April 8 via the Korean Central
News Agency (KCNA), Kim criticized the outcome of last
week’s trilateral foreign ministers' meeting held on the
sidelines of the NATO summit. South Korean Foreign
Minister Cho Tae-yul, U.S. Secretary of State Marco
Rubio, and Japanese Foreign Minister Takeshi Iwaya
had reaffirmed their nations' collective goal of
achieving North Korea's denuclearization.

Kim Yo-jong dismissed the denuclearization effort as “a
daydream that can never come true,” asserting that
North Korea's nuclear weapons were the resulting
response to external threats and evolving global
security dynamics. She argued that any attempt to
question North Korea’s nuclear status amounted to
denying the country’s sovereignty and undermining its
constitutional and social foundations.

Calling the joint pledge “anachronistic,” Kim warned
that further insistence on denuclearization by what she
described as the U.S. and its “vassal forces” would only
reinforce North Korea's justification for continuing its
pursuit of a stronger nuclear deterrent. Her comments
mark her first public statement in over a month,
following her condemnation on March 3 of the USS
Carl Vinson'’s entry into the South Korean port of
Busan. [Korean Central News Agency] [The Korea
Herald]
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South Korea sanctions Hong Kong freight
ship for transport of North Korean iron
ore

(mm) South Korea has imposed independent sanctions
on a Hong Kong-operated freight ship and three
related entities for the prohibited transport of North
Korean iron ore last year. The sanctions follow an
investigation into the vessel Sunrise1, which was
detained in 2024 while sailing through South Korea's
territorial waters after docking in a North Korean port
and loading 5,020 tons of iron ore. The supply, sale or
transfer of North Korean iron ore, coal and other
minerals is currently banned under U.N. Security
Council international sanctions over North Korea's
nuclear weapons programs.

The four sanctioned entities are a Hong Kong
registered shipping firm, two Chinese operators of the
firm, and a Russian registered distributor. Under
sanctions, all four entities must now obtain prior
approval from South Korea's financial Services
Commission or the governor of the Bank of Korea for
any financial transactions involving South Korean
financial institutions. The sanctioned ship must now
also receive approval before entering any South
Korean port. South Korea imposed similar sanctions
last July on a separate Hong Kong shipping company
and a North Korean vessel involved in the illegal
shipment of North Korean coal. [Yonhap]

Bangladesh army chief returns from
Russia, Croatia with focus on defense
cooperation and joint training

(Im) Bangladesh Army Chief Waker-uz-Zaman returned
to Dhaka on April 12 following an official visit to Russia
and Croatia, during which he engaged in a series of
high-level meetings aimed at deepening military
cooperation.

In Russia, he met with Deputy Defense Minister
Colonel General Alexander Fomin and Army Chief
General Oleg Salyukov. Discussions centered on
expanding bilateral defense cooperation, enhancing
training assistance—particularly through military
training institutions—and launching joint training
programs. Both sides also reviewed broader regional
security concerns and explored the export of skilled
Bangladeshi manpower to Russia.

The army chief also met with senior officials from
Rostec and Rosoboronexport, aiming to accelerate
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military exchanges between the two countries. In a
separate meeting with the director general of Russia’s
state nuclear agency, Rosatom, he finalized
arrangements for the physical security system at
Bangladesh's Rooppur Nuclear Power Plant.

During his stop in Croatia, the Bangladesh Army Chief
held talks with Lieutenant General Tihomir Kundid,
Chief of the General Staff of the Croatian Armed
Forces. [Dhaka Tribune]

Maldives calls for implementation of DSSS
to accelerate climate financing

(sl) President Dr. Mohamed Muizzu as Co-Chair of the
Strategic Advisory Group for Small Island Developing
States (SIDS), delivered opening remarks emphasizing
the urgent need to operationalize the Debt
Sustainability Support Service (DSSS) to address critical
climate finance challenges.

He described DSSS as a catalyst for a new era of
sustainable development, noting that many SIDS are
already in debt distress or nearing crisis, just as climate
finance becomes increasingly urgent. Highlighting
shifting global dynamics, he stressed the importance of
multi-stakeholder collaboration and innovative
solutions, pointing to the upcoming Fourth
International Conference on Financing for
Development (FfD4) as a pivotal opportunity to build
momentum and global recognition for DSSS.

President Muizzu underscored that achieving debt
sustainability is key to meeting the goals of the Antigua
and Barbuda Agenda for SIDS (ABAS) and tackling
interconnected threats like climate change,
environmental degradation, and pollution.

He reiterated the Maldives’ call for a “resilience debt
relief” mechanism - rewarding countries that invest in
resilience with debt relief - and advocated for country-
led approaches tailored to national contexts to create
fiscal space for sustainable development. [the edition]

BBIN motor vehicle agreement protocol
finalized to boost regional transport and
trade

(Im) After nearly a decade of negotiations, Bangladesh,
Bhutan, India, and Nepal (BBIN) have finalized the
protocol of the BBIN Motor Vehicles Agreement (MVA),
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a landmark deal to enable seamless vehicular
movement of passengers, personal vehicles, and cargo
across borders. The protocol, supported by the Asian
Development Bank (ADB), aims to improve regional
connectivity, reduce transport barriers, and strengthen
intraregional trade. Bhutan has agreed to the protocol
but opted out of operational implementation, leaving
the arrangement trilateral for now.

However, challenges remain. Nepal's private sector has
expressed concern about its capacity to compete with
Indian transport operators, pointing to inadequate
infrastructure, high tariffs on vehicles, and limited
technical facilities at border crossings. The ADB noted
weak coordination among border control agencies and
emphasized the importance of building national
consensus and political awareness to ensure effective
implementation. Nepali transporters may gain access
to Indian ports like Kolkata, Haldia, Visakhapatnam,
and Mundra, enhancing trade options.

The protocol includes a plan to establish electronic
tracking systems within two years and introduces
multiple institutional mechanisms such as a Joint Land
Transport Facilitation Committee, a customs subgroup,
and national-level transport coordination bodies. The
agreement also allows for review, amendment, and
suspension mechanisms. [The Kathmandu Post]

India-Nepal ties expand, but Oli signals
tension after Bangkok meeting with Modi

(Im) Nepal and India have signed multiple Memoranda
of Understanding (MoUs) in recent days to deepen
cooperation in agriculture, judicial systems, and
political dialogue. The renewed engagement comes in
the wake of a bilateral meeting between Prime
Minister KP Sharma Oli and his Indian counterpart
Narendra Modi on the sidelines of the April 4 Bay of
Bengal Initiative for Multi-Sectoral Technical and
Economic Cooperation (BIMSTEC) Summit in Bangkok.
However, Oli's subsequent remarks have hinted at
lingering tensions, casting a shadow over the perceived
diplomatic gains.

In the agriculture sector, the two countries formalized
an MoU to promote sustainable and climate-resilient
farming, improve post-harvest management, and
enhance agri-marketing systems. The agreement,
signed by Nepal's Agriculture Minister Ram Nath
Adhikari and Indian Minister Shivraj Singh Chouhan,
underscores shared efforts to modernize agriculture
and ensure food security. Chouhan, who visited
Kathmandu for the Third BIMSTEC Ministerial Meeting
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on Agriculture, also met with Prime Minister Oli and
reaffirmed the importance of bilateral initiatives. [The
Kathmandu Post]

Meanwhile, judicial cooperation took a step forward
with the signing of another MoU between the Supreme
Courts of Nepal and India. Signed in the presence of
Chief Justices Prakash Man Singh Raut and Sanjiv
Khanna, the agreement aims to enhance collaboration
through judicial exchanges, training, and technology
sharing. Chief Justice Raut led a five-day delegation
visit to India to advance these efforts. [The Kathmandu
Post] [The Kathmandu Post]

Politically, the Bangkok meeting between Oli and Modi
was portrayed officially as constructive, with both sides
claiming to have held candid discussions on bilateral
concerns, including trade, energy cooperation, and
border disputes. Oli stated that there were no barriers
to a state visit to India and suggested it might occur
before Nepal's upcoming Sagarmatha Sambad climate
dialogue in mid-May. Indian officials reportedly
reaffirmed their support for Nepal's democracy, amid
concerns in Kathmandu about Indian involvement in
recent pro-monarchy protests. [AIR No. 14, April/2025,
2] [The Kathmandu Post]

However, Oli's remarks during the April 7 Himalayan
Dialogue in Kathmandu suggested a less favorable
outcome. Avoiding direct reference to the Bangkok
meeting, he criticized “neighbors who try to eat paddy
from others’ fields,” a veiled reference widely
interpreted as aimed at India. He reasserted Nepal's
commitment to a “balanced foreign policy” and non-
alignment, and emphasized defending Nepal's
sovereignty and national interest without
compromising under geopolitical pressure.

Observers noted that Oli's return to nationalist rhetoric
reflects unresolved diplomatic frictions with New Delhi,
especially given previous setbacks in arranging a
formal India visit since returning to office in July 2024.
His longstanding dispute with India over border
demarcation—particularly the 2020 map issue
involving Kalapani, Lipulekh, and Limpiyadhura—
continues to cast a shadow over bilateral ties. [The
Kathmandu Post]

High-level Nepal-India talks focus on
trade facilitation and customs
coordination

(Im) Nepal and India have commenced two days of
high-level customs talks in Kathmandu aimed at
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streamlining bilateral foreign trade and tightening
controls against illicit trade and revenue loss. Led by
Mahesh Bhattarai, Director General of Nepal's
Department of Customs, and Abhai Kumar Srivastav,
Director General of India’s Directorate of Revenue
Intelligence, the talks focus on enhancing trade data
exchange, implementing electronic cargo tracking for
transit goods, and strengthening border inspections.

Key issues include India’s recognition of electronic
certificates of origin issued via Nepal's National Single
Window system, fast-tracking the construction of
integrated check posts at Bhairahawa and Chandani-
Dodhara, and simplifying India’s certification process
for Nepali exports. Both sides are also discussing
quality and quarantine protocols to facilitate smoother
cross-border trade. [The Kathmandu Post]

Nepal in limbo as Bhutan disowns U.S.-
deported refugees

(Im) Nepal is facing diplomatic and legal uncertainty
after four former Bhutanese refugees—deported from
the United States and rejected by Bhutan—entered
Nepal via India and were taken into custody in Jhapa
district. The refugees, part of a group of ten expelled
from the U.S. to Bhutan on March 27, were initially
resettled in the U.S. under a UNHCR third-country
resettlement program after being evicted from Bhutan
in the 1990s.

Upon arrival in Bhutan, authorities there refused to
accept them and expelled them to India. Indian
security forces subsequently transferred four of the
individuals—Roshan Tamang, Ashok Gurung, Asish
Subedi, and Santosh Darji—to the Nepal-India border
at Panitanki. They were later detained by Nepal's
immigration office in Jhapa for entering without legal
documents after arriving at the Beldangi refugee camp.
The whereabouts of the remaining six deportees
remain unknown.

The Global Campaign for the Release of Political
Prisoners in Bhutan (GCRPPB) has condemned the
deportation as a violation of international refugee
protections, particularly the principle of non-
refoulement, warning that the deportees are once
again stateless and vulnerable.

Nepal's Ministry of Home Affairs has asked the Ministry
of Foreign Affairs to raise the issue with Bhutan
through diplomatic channels, although no formal
discussions took place during the recent BIMSTEC
summit in Thailand between Prime Minister KP Sharma
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Oli and his Bhutanese counterpart. As Nepal does not
have an embassy in Bhutan, the issue may be
addressed via its mission in New Delhi. An internal
investigation by the Department of Immigration is
ongoing. [The Kathmandu Post]

UN to cut 20 percent of humanitarian
staff amid funding shortfall, scale back
operations

(Im) The United Nations Office for the Coordination of
Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) will reduce its global
workforce by 20 percent and scale back its operations
in Pakistan and several other countries due to a USD
58 million funding shortfall, largely stemming from
cuts by its largest donor, the United States.

OCHA's current workforce of around 2,600 staff will be
downsized to approximately 2,100, with operations
consolidated in fewer locations. UN aid chief Tom
Fletcher informed staff on April 11 that the move is
part of a broader cost-cutting effort following a
significant decrease in voluntary contributions,
especially the withdrawal of the United States' annual
USD 63 million support—previously accounting for 20
percent of OCHA's extrabudgetary funding.

In Pakistan, the agency plans to scale back its presence
despite ongoing humanitarian needs linked to climate-
related disasters, such as the 2024 flash floods in
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa Province. Similar reductions will
occur in countries including Cameroon, Colombia,
Eritrea, Iraq, Libya, Nigeria, Turkiye (Gaziantep), and
Zimbabwe.

Fletcher stressed that the reduction is driven by
financial constraints rather than a decline in global
humanitarian needs, which remain at record levels due
to conflicts, climate change, public health crises, and
systemic violations of international humanitarian law.
The downsizing follows broader UN efforts announced
by Secretary-General Anténio Guterres to improve
efficiency amid the organization’s 80th anniversary and
mounting financial strain. [Arab News]

Pakistan courts global investors as USD 6
trillion minerals sector takes center stage

(sn) Pakistan is aggressively seeking international
investment in its vast and underutilized mineral sector
—estimated to be worth USD 6 trillion—through a
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high-profile, two-day Pakistan Minerals Investment
Forum held in Islamabad from April 8-9. Prime
Minister Shehbaz Sharif invited investors from the
United States, China, Saudi Arabia, the European
Union, and others to explore opportunities across key
mineral sites, particularly in copper, gold, lithium, and
rare earths.

Despite its vast reserves, Pakistan's minerals sector
contributes only 3.2 percent to GDP and a mere 0.1
percent to global mineral exports. Sharif emphasized
the need to shift from exporting raw materials to
building downstream industries that process, and
export finished goods. The upcoming National
Minerals Harmonization Framework 2025 is expected
to formalize this policy. [Arab News 1]

At the heart of Pakistan’s mineral ambitions is the Reko
Dig mine in Balochistan, home to an estimated 5.9
billion tons of copper-gold ore. Barrick Gold, a Canada-
based multinational mining company that owns a 50
percent stake in the mine, is pursuing up to USD 2
billion in international financing to develop the site,
with production targeted for 2028. The project is
expected to generate USD 70 billion in free cash flow
and USD 90 billion in operating cash flow over its
revised 37-year lifespan.

In a major boost, the International Finance Corporation
(IFC)—the World Bank’s private investment arm—
announced it will provide a USD 300 million A-loan for
Reko Diq, as part of a broader debt-equity financing
package estimated at USD 6.6 billion. The IFC will also
serve as Environmental and Social (E&S) coordinator,
advising on mining operations, infrastructure, and
sustainable practices. It expects the project to
strengthen local supply chains, generate employment,
and link Balochistan more effectively to national and
global markets. [Arab News 2]

Discussions are underway with institutions like the
International Finance Corporation, U.S. EXIM Bank, and
the Asian Development Bank, with infrastructure
financing needs estimated at up to USD 800 million.
The World Bank also plans to invest USD 2 billion
annually in Pakistan's infrastructure over the next
decade. [Arab News 3]

Alongside Reko Diq, Pakistan's National Resources
Limited (NRL)—a private consortium—announced
promising copper-gold discoveries at its “Tang Kaur”
site in Balochistan, with drilling set to continue in May.
NRL is backed by firms such as Fatima Fertilizer, Liberty
Mills, and Lucky Cement, and has pledged USD 100
million for exploration. [Arab News 4]
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Saudi Arabia, represented by a large delegation
including officials from the Saudi Geological Survey
and investment bodies, agreed to collaborate with
Pakistan on geological surveys—essential tools for
locating and sustainably extracting mineral resources.
Saudi officials expressed strong interest in deepening
commercial ties and sharing technical expertise. [Arab
News 5]

The event also saw the signing of an offshore
exploration agreement between Pakistan and Turkiye,
focusing on two underexplored basins—Makran and
Indus—which span over 282,623 square kilometers.
This cooperation is aligned with Pakistan’s February
announcement of 71 new oil and gas blocks, including
40 offshore and 31 onshore, aimed at revitalizing its
upstream energy sector. [Arab News 6]

To assuage investor concerns over security risks in
Balochistan, where most mineral deposits are located,
Army Chief General Asim Munir personally addressed
forum attendees, pledging military protection for all
foreign projects. Citing Pakistan’s commitment as a
“reliable partner,” Munir said the state is determined to
provide stability for long-term investments, days after
a high-profile hostage crisis involving Baloch
separatists. [Arab News 7]

Pakistan urges Gaza ceasefire as anti-
Israel anger sparks attacks on Western
brands at home

(Im) Pakistan has intensified its diplomatic and
domestic stance on the Israel-Palestine conflict, calling
for an immediate ceasefire in Gaza while facing
growing public unrest at home targeting Western
brands perceived as supportive of Israel.

Pakistan has reaffirmed its support for a two-state
solution to the Israel-Palestine conflict and expressed
hope for the success of the upcoming June 2025 UN
conference in New York, which aims to promote a
peaceful settlement and revive international efforts
toward Palestinian statehood. Islamabad commended
France and Saudi Arabia for co-chairing preparatory
consultations and reiterated its longstanding position
in favor of a Palestinian state based on pre-1967
borders with Al-Quds Al-Sharif as its capital. [Arab
News]

Separately, at an ambassador-level meeting of the
Organization of Islamic Cooperation (OIC) in New York
on April 8, Pakistan's Permanent Representative to the
United Nations urged an immediate halt to Israeli
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military operations, the lifting of the Gaza blockade,
and the guarantee of unrestricted humanitarian
access. The envoy reiterated Pakistan’s long-standing
support for the establishment of an independent
Palestinian state based on pre-1967 borders, with Al-
Quds Al-Sharif as its capital. Islamabad also
condemned the ongoing forced displacement of
Palestinians and Israeli settlement expansion,
reaffirming its commitment to collective action within
the OIC to safeguard the rights of the Palestinian
people. [Arab News 1]

The diplomatic call came amid global outrage over the
humanitarian toll of the conflict, which began in
October 2023 and has reportedly resulted in over
50,000 Palestinian deaths, including large numbers of
women and children.

Meanwhile, in Pakistan, public anger has spilled over
into street actions targeting Western commercial
outlets. In Karachi, three KFC restaurants and one
Domino's Pizza outlet were attacked by mobs over
three days, with police linking the incidents to public
fury over the war in Gaza. Similar incidents were also
reported in Lahore. While no injuries were reported,
the events highlight the emotional resonance of the
conflict within Pakistani society.

The attacks have drawn attention to grassroots boycott
campaigns across the Muslim world targeting Western
brands with alleged links to Israel. While Domino's
Pizza is officially listed under the Boycott, Divestment,
Sanctions (BDS) campaign, KFC has also faced
international backlash despite its parent company,
Yum! Brands, denying any political affiliations.

The religious-political party Tehreek-e-Labbaik Pakistan
(TLP), known for staging street protests, was widely
blamed for the violence. However, TLP has denied any
official role in the attacks, saying that while it supports
the Palestinian cause, it advocates peaceful means to
pressure the Pakistani government to implement a full
boycott of companies perceived to support Israel.

Additional reports on April 10 indicated similar attacks
against KFC outlets in Lahore, underscoring a growing
wave of unrest tied to the broader public anger over
the conflict in Gaza. [Arab News 2]

Pakistani-born Canadian extradited to
India over 2008 Mumbai attacks

(Im/rt) India has taken custody of Tahawwur Hussain
Rana, a 66-year-old Pakistani-born Canadian citizen,
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after his extradition from the United States in
connection with the 2008 Mumbai terror attacks that
killed 166 people. Rana arrived in New Delhi on April
10 under heavy guard, following the U.S. Supreme
Court’s rejection of his final appeal to block extradition.
The extradition marks a symbolic milestone in India’s
prolonged efforts to seek justice for the victims of the
coordinated assault.

Rana, a former doctor in the Pakistani army who later
moved to Canada and the United States, was arrested
in 2009 and convicted in a separate U.S. case for
providing material support to Lashkar-e-Taiba (LeT), a
United Nations-designated terrorist group. Although
he was acquitted in 2013 of direct involvement in the
Mumbai attacks by a U.S. court, Indian authorities
maintain that he played a key supporting role. He is
alleged to have facilitated the attack by providing cover
for his longtime associate, David Coleman Headley,
who scouted the targets while using Rana’s Chicago-
based immigration consultancy as a front. Headley, a
U.S. national, is serving a 35-year sentence in the
United States.

India’s National Investigation Agency (NIA), which has
accused Rana of being one of the attack’s
“masterminds,” took him into custody and secured an
18-day remand to conduct detailed interrogation. The
charges against him include conspiracy to commit
murder, terrorism, and waging war against India. If
convicted, he could face the death penalty. [Arab News
11 [Arab News 2]

To prepare for the high-profile legal proceedings,
India’s Ministry of Home Affairs has appointed
advocate Narender Mann as special public prosecutor
under the NIA Act. Mann will represent the agency
before the designated special court and appellate
courts in Delhi. [The Economic Times] [The Hindu]

The 2008 Mumbai attacks, also referred to as “26/11,”
targeted iconic locations including the Taj Mahal Palace
Hotel and Chhatrapati Shivaji railway station. Indian
authorities have long maintained that the attacks were
orchestrated by LeT operatives with backing from
elements within Pakistan's intelligence services—a
claim Islamabad has consistently denied.

EU delegation set to review GSP+ trade
concession in Sri Lanka

(sl) A delegation from the European Union (EU) is
scheduled to visit Sri Lanka in the second half of April
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to review the Generalized Scheme of Preferences Plus
(GSP+) trade concession.

Opposition Leader Sajith Premadasa stated that the
delegation will engage in discussions with government
representatives and local officials regarding the GSP+
concession and its conditions. He highlighted the
significance of GSP+ for Sri Lanka’s apparel industry,
noting that 28% of exports are directed to the EU
market.

Premadasa urged the government to fulfill the
necessary requirements to ensure the continuation of
GSP+ benefits and pledged the opposition’s support in
this effort. [Ada Derana] [The Morning]

Seychelles, IMF reach staff-level
agreement on fourth review of two
ongoing programs

(db) Seychelles and the International Monetary Fund
(IMF) have reached a staff-level agreement on the
fourth reviews of two ongoing programs—the
Extended Fund Facility (EFF) and the Resilience and
Sustainability Facility (RSF). Upon approval by the IMF
Executive Board in June, the agreement will release
approximately USD 13.4 million in new financing to
support economic and climate-related reforms.

The agreement follows an IMF mission led by Todd
Schneider, which held consultations with Seychellois
authorities in Victoria from March 31 to April 11.
According to the IMF, Seychelles has met all
quantitative performance targets for the period and
made strong progress on structural reforms, including
those enhancing tax transparency, strengthening anti-
money laundering efforts, and improving monetary
policy operations.

Despite stable macroeconomic indicators, the IMF
cautioned that Seychelles remains vulnerable to
external shocks such as fluctuations in tourist demand,
commodity prices, and global transport costs. Real
GDP growth for 2024 was estimated at 2.9 percent and
is projected to rise to 3.2 percent in 2025. However, a
decline in tourist earnings and potential delays in
capital projects due to global conditions present
downside risks.

The country’s fiscal position strengthened in 2024, with
a primary surplus of 3.2 percent of GDP, up from 1.7
percent the previous year. Although revenues were
slightly below projections, expenditures were
significantly lower, especially on capital projects. A
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primary surplus of 1.2 percent of GDP is expected for
2025 as execution improves.

Foreign reserves reached USD 774 million by end-2024
—about 3.8 months of import cover—and are
projected to surpass USD 800 million in 2025. Inflation
remains low and is expected to stay below 2 percentin
2025, while private credit continues to grow steadily
under a broadly accommodative monetary policy.
[Office of the President of the Republic of Seychelles]
[ZAWYA] [Seychelles Nation]

Seychelles’ Ambassador Tirant accredited
to FAO, discusses key global issues

(db) Georges Tirant, the Seychellois Ambassador
residing in France, has officially become the new
Permanent Representative of Seychelles to the Food
and Agriculture Organization (FAO). He handed over
his formal letter of credence to Director-General Qu
Dongyu at the FAO's head office in Rome on April 9,
2025.

Director-General Dongyu and Ambassador Tirant
discussed various areas of shared concern after the
accreditation ceremony. The critical issues covered
were food security, global warming, maritime safety,
sustainable fishing practices, and the conservation of
ocean environments.

Ambassador Tirant underscored the necessity of joint
international efforts to develop robust food systems,
tackle the negative consequences of climate change,
and promote the long-term health of marine
resources. He also voiced optimism about developing
closer ties between the FAO and Small Island
Developing States to consider their interests
adequately.

Director-General Dongyu approved Ambassador
Tirant's new role and reaffirmed the FAO's
commitment to promoting global cooperation. Both
stressed the immediate need to tackle the
abovementioned issues to secure a sustainable basis
of existence for future generations.

Attendees at the accreditation ceremony included
Jacques Belle, the Minister-Counsellor at the Seychelles
Embassy in Paris, and Paola Adelmann, representing
the Seychelles Consulate General in Rome. [Foreign
Affairs Department Republic of Seychelles]
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Cambodia honored as founding member
of Inter-Parliamentary Speakers'
Conference

(mfr) Cambodian National Assembly President Khuon
Sudary received the Inter-Parliamentary Speakers'
Conference (ISC) founding member plaque on behalf of
Senate President Hun Sen during the World Summit of
the Universal Peace Federation 2025 held in Seoul,
South Korea, from April 10 to 14. The ISC recognized
the Cambodian Parliament as a founding member for
its significant role in promoting peace and cooperation,
reassuring the global community of Cambodia's
commitment to global stability. [Khmer Times 1]

At the summit, Sudary addressed rising geopolitical
tensions, climate change, cyber security, and the
weakening of multilateralism, presenting five
comprehensive policy initiatives. These include
fostering strategic trust through dialogue, promoting
multilateralism and international law, encouraging
integration and connectivity, adopting a centrist
foreign policy that balances national interests with
global responsibilities, and ensuring women's
participation in peacebuilding, recognizing their unique
contributions to conflict resolution. [Khmer Times 2]

Sudary emphasized that the current global system is
under severe stress, calling for coordinated, trust-
based multilateral responses to challenges like
economic fragmentation, protracted conflicts, and
climate degradation. Drawing from Cambodia's history
of conflict and recovery, she highlighted the country's
transformation into a stable nation as a model for
peacebuilding and post-conflict development. [Khmer
Times 3]

Concluding the ISC roundtable, Sudary urged global
unity, good governance, and strengthening
international institutions. She strongly advocated for
urgent and necessary reforms within the United
Nations and inclusive global cooperation. The
roundtable reaffirmed the value of parliamentary
diplomacy and the Bandung spirit, emphasizing cross-
regional partnerships to address global uncertainties.
[Khmer Times 4]

Indonesia hosts ASEAN meeting to
coordinate response to US reciprocal
tariff

(mo) On April 10, Indonesia hosted a special ASEAN
Economic Ministers (AEM) meeting to discuss the
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formulation of ASEAN's joint response to the US's new
tariff policy. During the meeting, the Indonesian
delegation proposed that ASEAN countries should
launch coordinated negotiations with the United States
to address the implications of the 10 per cent universal
tariff and additional country-specific tariffs targeting
ASEAN economies.

The ASEAN ministers agreed not to conduct retaliatory
tariffs, reaffirming their commitment to multilateral
trade norms, and deepening regional economic
integration through existing frameworks. These
frameworks include the ASEAN Trade in Goods
Agreement (ATIGA), the ASEAN-US Trade and
Investment Framework (TIFA), and the ASEAN Digital
Economy Framework Agreement (DEFA). Moreover,
they announced that ASEAN will seek new trading
partners while maintaining its existing trade
relationships to diversify the market options for
trading.

In addition to affirming their commitment to existing
frameworks, ministers also discussed forming the
ASEAN Geoeconomics Task Force. [Antara]

Indonesia improves in 2025 Global
Terrorism Index ranking

(th) Indonesia’s ongoing efforts to strengthen its
defenses against terrorism are evident in its latest
ranking in the 2025 Global Terrorism Index (GTl), the
National Counter-Terrorism Agency (BNPT) stated on
April 10, 2025.

In the 2025 GTI, which evaluates the extent of
terrorism in countries during 2024, Indonesia has
received a score of 4.17, positioning it at 30th out of
163 nations. This marks a positive shift from the
previous GTI report, where the country was ranked
28th. [Vision of Humanity]

Andhika Chrisnayudhanto, the Deputy for International
Cooperation at BNPT, credited this progress to the
government's persistent work in preventing terrorism
and limiting the dissemination of related beliefs.
Chrisnayudhanto also affirmed that Indonesia has
observed a decrease in the level of danger posed by
terrorist groups operating within its borders.

He further highlighted that in June 2024 leading figures
of Jamaah Islamiyah, a terrorist organization linked to
Al-Qaeda, publicly announced the group's
disbandment. [Antara]
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Laos: Government strengthens global
commitments to population and
development

(tas) Anouparb Vongnorkeo, Permanent
Representative of the Lao PDR to the United Nations,
led a delegation to the 58th Session of the Commission
on Population and Development (CPD58) held from
April 7 to 11 at the UN Headquarters in New York,
where he reaffirmed Lao PDR's strong commitment to
the International Conference on Population and
Development (ICPD) Programme of Action and the
Sustainable Development Goals.

He highlighted national achievements since the first
National Conference on Population and Development
in 2023, including integrating reproductive health into
the upcoming 10th National Socio-Economic
Development Plan, launching Family Planning 2030
commitments, and preparing for the country’s first
digital census in 2025.

Anouparb also emphasized Lao PDR’s efforts to
combat harmful practices such as child marriage,
strengthen midwifery services, and promote universal
access to sexual and reproductive health and rights.
[Laos News Agency]

APHR urges Malaysia to Advocate
Inclusive Myanmar Peace in Upcoming
Meeting with China’s President

(anl) On 14 April, ASEAN Parliamentarians for Human
Rights (APHR) called on Malaysian Prime Minister and
2025 ASEAN Chair, H.E. Dato’ Seri Anwar Ibrahim, to
champion a rights-based and inclusive approach to
resolving the Myanmar crisis during his upcoming
meeting with Chinese President Xi Jinping on April 15.

APHR urged China to support inclusive political
dialogue involving the National Unity Government
(NUG), ethnic resistance organizations, and civil society
—rather than engaging solely with the military junta.
The organization also raised concerns over ongoing
arms transfers, reportedly involving Chinese entities,
that continue to fuel the junta’s operations and
contribute to mass displacement in Myanmar.

APHR called for direct engagement with Myanmar's
democratic resistance, including women and ethnic
political leaders, as a reflection of ASEAN's
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commitment to people-centered and inclusive
peacebuilding. Most importantly, it stressed that
regional peace cannot be achieved through
appeasement of a regime responsible for war crimes
and atrocities. Upholding ASEAN's credibility and future
relevance, APHR argued, requires political courage and
moral clarity.

Acknowledging Prime Minister Anwar lbrahim's
reformist legacy, APHR urged Malaysia to lead ASEAN
toward a bolder and more principled stance. As
Southeast Asia faces one of its most pressing
democratic crises, Malaysia has a critical opportunity
to steer the region away from complicity and toward
credibility—by standing with the people of Myanmar,
rejecting military impunity, and advocating for a peace
process grounded in justice, human rights, and
democratic legitimacy. [Mizzima]

Al boom expected to double data center
electricity demand by 2030, IEA warns

(Im) The International Energy Agency (IEA) has
projected that electricity consumption by data centers
will more than double by 2030, primarily driven by the
rapid growth of artificial intelligence (Al). In its first
report on Al's energy implications, the IEA highlights
both the significant energy challenges posed by Al and
its potential to improve energy efficiency.

As of 2024, data centers accounted for 1.5 percent of
global electricity consumption, growing at 12 percent
annually. This figure is expected to rise to around 3
percent by 2030, reaching 945 terawatt-hours—more
than the current total electricity consumption of Japan.
Generative Al, which requires massive computational
power, is the key driver of this surge, along with
broader digital service demands.

The United States, Europe, and China currently
account for 85 percent of data center electricity usage.
Tech giants like Google, Microsoft, and Amazon are
turning to nuclear energy to meet increasing power
demands. Google has partnered with small modular
nuclear reactors, Microsoft will use energy from new
reactors at the historic Three Mile Island site, and
Amazon has also signed nuclear energy agreements.

One large 100-megawatt data center can consume as
much electricity as 100,000 homes, with newer centers
potentially consuming as much as two million. Coal
currently supplies about 30 percent of the energy mix,
though the IEA expects renewables and natural gas to
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account for a growing share due to cost and availability
advantages.

The IEA estimates that carbon emissions from data
centers will rise from 180 million tons in 2024 to 300
million tonnes by 2035, still a small fraction of the
projected global emissions total of 41.6 billion tons.
Meanwhile, the U.S. under President Trump has
launched a "National Council for Energy Dominance" to
ramp up electricity production in an effort to stay
ahead of China in the Al race. [Bangkok Post]

Thailand-EU free trade talks gain
momentum, deal expected by year-end

(Im) Thailand and the European Union (EU) made
significant headway in their fifth round of free trade
agreement (FTA) negotiations, with a final deal
expected by the end of 2025. Held in Brussels from
March 31 to April 4, the talks saw agreements in
principle on two new chapters—Customs Trade
Facilitation and Sustainable Food Systems—both
aimed at enhancing regulatory cooperation and food
security.

Commerce Minister Pichai Naripthaphan announced
that market access negotiations also progressed, with
both sides set to exchange initial proposals for services
and investment access in June. The sixth round of talks
will take place in Thailand from June 23 to 27.

The EU was Thailand's fourth-largest trading partner in
2024, with bilateral trade reaching USD 43.5 billion.
Thai exports to the EU rose by 10.2 percent to USD
24.2 billion, while imports from the EU declined slightly
to USD 19.3 billion, leaving Thailand with a trade
surplus of USD 4.89 billion. [Bangkok Post]

Thailand aims for closer cooperation on

social justice and rights at the 32nd
ASEAN-New Zeeland meeting

(ed) On April 9, the Deputy Permanent Secretary of the

Ministry of Foreign Affairs attended at the 32" ASEAN-
New Zealand Dialogue. The Deputy position himself
has a leader and called for closer cooperation
regarding inclusivity, social welfare and human rights.

He targeted three priority aspects: promoting the
rights of all people, especially vulnerable groups such
as women, children, and migrant workers, advancing
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environmental sustainability through green technology
and smart agriculture and improving well-being
through quality education, healthcare, and decent
livelihoods.

Celebrating the 50 years of Dialogue Relations this year
between ASEAN and New Zeeland, Thailand prepares
to assume the role of Country Coordinator, he
emphasized the need for deeper, more meaningful,
and strategic collaboration. They also put the emphasis
on bilateral cooperation. [Ministry of Foreign Affairs,
Kingdom of Thailand]

ASEAN trade ministers issue eight-point
joint statement over Trump tariffs
affirming no retaliation and calling for
dialogue

(msz) In response to US President Donald Trump's
imposition of reciprocal tariffs on countries worldwide,
Malaysia-led ASEAN trade ministers held a discussion
and produced the eight-point joint statement stressing
non-retaliation, dialogue, deepening cooperation and
the establishment of the ASEAN Geoeconomics Task
Force. The discussion emphasized the mitigation of the
impact on regional trade, investment, and the
economy, the global supply chain and private sector
activities, particularly of SMEs and farmers.

Eight-point joint statement

In their joint statement, the ASEAN member states
emphasized cooperation between ASEAN and the US;
raised ASEAN's concern over the US's reciprocal tariff
measures; backed multilateral negotiations; expressed
commitment to engage in dialogue with the US;
prioritized the protection of ASEAN interests; affirmed
ASEAN's readiness to work with the US to drive
economic growth; set up the ASEAN Geoeconomics
Task Force to monitor, assess, and propose policies to
respond to and capitalize on US economic strategies
for maximum benefit to ASEAN; and promoted public-
private collaboration.

Dialogue with the US

As regards dialogue with the US, the ASEAN's
Comprehensive Strategic Partner, the ASEAN members
proposed constructive dialogue under the ASEAN-US
Trade and Investment Framework Agreement (TIFA)
and the Expanded Economic Engagement (E3)
Workplan. Dual-track negotiation approach - bilateral
talks at the national level and collective negotiations as
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the ASEAN level - will be pursued to boost bargaining
power. The aim is to preserve economic, trade, and
investment ties, as well as regional supply chain
resilience.

Deepening cooperation

They also aim to deepen cooperation with the US in
high-potential sectors such as digital technology, Al,
food, renewable energy, advanced industries, electric
vehicles, semiconductors, healthcare, logistics, and
agriculture to create new opportunities for the region.

ASEAN-US trade relations

The US is ASEAN's second-largest trading partner after
China, with a total trade value in 2024 estimated at
approximately USD 476.8 billion. ASEAN's top five
exports to the US include rubber and rubber products,
footwear, garments and apparel accessories, electronic
products, and machinery. Meanwhile, ASEAN's top five
imports from the US are machinery and electrical
equipment, apparel, machinery (general), agricultural
raw materials and products, and vehicles, parts, and
engines. [The Nation]

Thai Prime Minister reaffirms readiness
for OECD membership and alighment with
regulatory standards

(acs) Thailand'’s Prime Minister Paetongtarn Shinawatra
reaffirmed the country’s commitment to joining the
Organization for Economic Co-operation and
Development (OECD), emphasizing regulatory reform
and good governance as central pillars of its accession
strategy. In a recorded speech delivered to the OECD
Legal Policy Committee meeting in Paris on April 9, she
highlighted Thailand's readiness to become a full OECD
member and endorsed the newly launched OECD
Regulatory Policy Outlook as a valuable benchmark for
global policy advancement.

The prime minister praised the OECD's role in fostering
regulatory practices that support economic growth,
innovation, and sustainability. She stated that Thailand
is fully committed to implementing the OECD’s 2012
Recommendation on Regulatory Policy and
Governance, recognizing it as a framework for
ensuring a transparent and investor-friendly regulatory
environment. She emphasized that OECD membership
would enable Thailand to deepen policy exchange,
enhance institutional capacity, and address global and
domestic challenges more effectively.
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Paetongtarn also underscored that greater regulatory
consistency, in light of rising global interdependence, is
essential for maintaining trade flows, investment
confidence, and macroeconomic stability. The OECD
Regulatory Policy Outlook, she noted, provides both
tools and strategic guidance for countries like Thailand
to reform institutions, modernize rules, and achieve
long-term resilience. [Royal Thai Government]

Timor-Leste hosts 6th g7+ ministerial to
chart strategic path for fragile states

(Im) Timor-Leste hosted the 6th Ministerial Meeting of
the g7+ on April 11-12, bringing together foreign
ministers and high-level representatives from member
states to review achievements, reaffirm commitments,
and define a new strategic vision for peace,
development, and resilience.

The event marked the 15th anniversary of the g7+, an
intergovernmental group of countries affected by
conflict and fragility which was founded in Dili in 2010.
The g7+ advocates for country-led and context-specific
approaches to peacebuilding, state-building, and
sustainable development. With observer status at the
United Nations, the group amplifies the voices of
fragile states in global policymaking and promotes
mutual learning among its members.

At the Dili summit, Foreign Minister Bendito dos Santos
Freitas emphasized the g7+ as a “powerful voice” for
fragile states, while President José Ramos-Horta
underlined the importance of reconciliation, national
unity, and local leadership in peace processes. Prime
Minister Kay Rala Xanana Gusmado called for the bloc to
deepen peer learning, foster inclusive development
partnerships, and become a stronger political force for
global peace.

The two-day meeting included representatives from all
g7+ countries, development partners, and
international organizations such as the United Nations.
Delegates adopted a new framework for strategic
cooperation and prepared to elect the next g7+ chair,
reaffirming Timor-Leste’s central role in multilateral
diplomacy and global peace advocacy. [Government of
Timor-Leste]

Vietnam hosts 4th P4G summit to
accelerate green transition and
sustainable development
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(cmc) Vietnam is set to host the fourth Partnering for
Green Growth and the Global Goals 2030 (P4G)
Summit in Hanoi from April 14 to 17, 2025. The
summit, themed “Sustainable and People-Centered
Green Transition,” will convene approximately 600
delegates, including government officials, business
leaders, and international partners. This marks
Vietnam'’s first time chairing a high-level conference
focused on green growth and sustainable
development. [Tuoi Tre News]

The summit aims to foster discussions on finance,
technology, and innovation to promote green growth.
Vietnam's proactive hosting of the event underscores
its commitment to collaborating with the international
community and P4G members to achieve the United
Nations' sustainable development goals and promote
green growth at national, regional, and global levels.
[Tuoi Tre News]

Prime Minister Pham Minh Chinh is expected to deliver
the opening speech and chair the high-level discussion
session titled “Sustainable and People-Centered Green
Transition.” The summit will also help Vietnam to
introduce its socio-economic achievements and
mobilize international resources for sustainable
development. [VOV]

The P4G Summit provides Vietnam an opportunity to
affirm its strong commitments to the Sustainable
Development Goals (SDGs) and demonstrate its
leadership in sustainable development. The event is
expected to enhance Vietnam's role in global green
initiatives and attract international support for its
sustainable development endeavors [VOV].

The P4G Summit is anticipated to be a significant
milestone in Vietnam'’s journey toward a sustainable
and inclusive future. The outcomes of the summit are
expected to contribute to the global discourse on
sustainable development and reinforce Vietnam's
dedication to achieving the SDGs.

Vietnam reiterates commitment to
UNESCO's strategic direction

(cmc) Vietnam has reaffirmed its active role within
UNESCO at the 221st session of the organization’s
Executive Board, which opened in Paris on April 7 and
will run until April 17. The meeting brought together
representatives from 58 member countries and over
100 observer states to discuss strategic priorities and
prepare for the selection of a new Director-General.
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Deputy Foreign Minister Ngo Le Van, who led the
Vietnamese delegation, delivered remarks at the
opening session emphasizing Vietham'’s ongoing
contributions to UNESCO's global agenda. Vietnamese
representatives also underscored the country's
commitment to multilateral cooperation and its
support for UNESCO's educational, cultural, and
scientific initiatives.

Vietnam has held several key positions within UNESCO
in recent years, including membership on the
Executive Board for the 2021-2025 term, and has been
recognized for its constructive engagement with the
organization's programs and reforms. [VOV,
Vietnam.vn]

EU trade commissioner delays Vietham
visit; EuroCham urges reforms to attract
investment and tourism

(Im) European Union Trade Commissioner Maros
Sefcovic has postponed a planned visit to Vietnam,
originally scheduled for April, amid rising global trade
tensions triggered by the United States’ sweeping tariff
hikes. The European Union delegation in Hanoi
attributed the delay to "the latest international
developments," with Sefcovic now expected to
reschedule his visit for July. Despite the postponement,
the EU reaffirmed its continued commitment to
enhancing trade ties with Vietnam, which remain
underpinned by the EU-Vietnam Free Trade
Agreement (EVFTA) signed in 2019. [Reuters]

Coinciding with the postponed visit, the European
Chamber of Commerce in Vietham (EuroCham)
released its 2025 Whitebook on April 12, calling for
targeted policy reforms to strengthen Vietnam’s
competitiveness as an investment and tourism
destination. While acknowledging recent government
efforts—such as granting 45-day visa exemptions to
citizens of 16 countries—EuroCham argued that
Vietnam continues to lag behind regional peers like
Thailand and Malaysia in areas critical to investor
confidence.

EuroCham'’s key recommendations include overhauling
visa and immigration procedures by adopting a tiered
visa system with long-term options for digital nomads
and retirees, expanding visa waivers to all EU
countries, Australia, and New Zealand, and introducing
seamless digital e-visa infrastructure. To facilitate
investor and tourism flows, it also proposed priority
immigration lanes and improved airport traffic and
transport infrastructure.
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In the business environment, EuroCham urged
improvements in customs practices, citing challenges
such as inconsistent preferential tariff declarations,
arbitrary customs valuations, and cumbersome
documentation requirements—especially for VAT
refunds in the construction and export sectors. The
Whitebook also highlighted the importance of
preserving the "on-spot import/export" mechanism,
which allows international trade between domestic
enterprises without physically importing goods,
thereby increasing localization rates and attracting
foreign investment. The Ministry of Finance's proposal
to abolish this mechanism, EuroCham warned, could
significantly reduce Vietnam's attractiveness by
increasing costs and delivery times.

The release of the Whitebook coincided with Spanish
Prime Minister Pedro Sanchez's official visit to Hanoi,
underscoring ongoing European interest in
strengthening economic engagement with Vietnam,
even as wider global trade uncertainty reshapes
diplomatic priorities. [tuoi tre news]

India revokes Bangladesh’s transshipment
facility for third-country exports

(Im) India has abruptly revoked Bangladesh's
transshipment facility that allowed export cargo to
third countries via Indian land borders and onward
shipment through Indian ports and airports. The move,
announced by India’s Central Board of Indirect Taxes
and Customs (CBIC) on April 9, rescinds a June 2020
order that had enabled Bangladeshi goods—
particularly readymade garments (RMG)—to access
Western markets through Indian infrastructure,
notably the Indira Gandhi International Airport in New
Delhi. The revocation, however, does not affect
Bangladeshi trade with Nepal and Bhutan via Indian
territory.

India justified the measure by citing significant
congestion at its airports, rising logistics costs, and
delays impacting Indian exporters, particularly in the
apparel sector. The Apparel Export Promotion Council
(AEPC) of India had earlier urged New Delhi to revoke
the facility, arguing that Bangladesh'’s growing usage of
Indian export hubs was creating severe operational
bottlenecks and undermining Indian competitiveness.
[The Daily Star]

The decision immediately triggered concern in Dhaka,
where the Ministry of Commerce convened an
emergency meeting with business leaders and the
Indian high commissioner to assess the potential


https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-sdtkidy-l-ily/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-sdtkidy-l-ilj/

fallout. Officials discussed how Bangladesh might use
its own airports, such as in Sylhet and Dhaka, to
reduce dependence on Indian infrastructure. [Dhaka
Tribune]

Still, the economic impact could be considerable. Air
freight from Hazrat Shahjalal International Airport
(HSIA) costs USD 3 per kilogram, while the Delhi route,
though nearly 1,900 kilometers by truck, costs just USD
1.2. Around 1,000 to 1,500 tonnes of Bangladeshi
goods, mostly garments, are currently shipped to
Western markets via Delhi.

India’s Ministry of External Affairs, meanwhile, sought
to downplay the fallout, emphasizing New Delhi’s
desire for a “positive and constructive” relationship
with Dhaka. Officials reiterated that Bangladesh's
exports to Nepal and Bhutan would remain unaffected
and restated that India continues to monitor regional
developments near its sensitive northeastern
“Chicken’s Neck” corridor. [The Daily Star]

Remarks by Bangladesh’s Chief Adviser Muhammad
Yunus during a recent visit to China—where he spoke
about expanding Chinese economic influence in the
region—have also fueled speculation about strategic
undercurrents behind India’s trade recalibration.

Pakistan foreign minister to visit Dhaka
as bilateral engagement intensifies

(Im) Pakistan’s Deputy Prime Minister and Foreign
Minister Ishaq Dar is set to visit Dhaka this April,
marking the first official trip by a Pakistani foreign
minister to Bangladesh since 2012. The visit, confirmed
by Bangladesh's Foreign Adviser Md Touhid Hossain,
aims to explore a broad range of bilateral issues.
Ahead of Dar's arrival, Pakistan's Foreign Secretary
Amna Baloch will hold talks with her Bangladeshi
counterpart Md Jashim Uddin in the third week of
April. [Dhaka Tribune]

In a related development, Pakistan High Commissioner
to Bangladesh Syed Ahmed Maroof met with
Bangladesh'’s Information and Broadcasting Adviser
Md Mahfuj Alam in Dhaka on April 9. During the
meeting, both sides discussed enhancing media
cooperation. The Pakistani envoy expressed interest in
signing memoranda of understanding (MoUs) between
Bangladesh Television (BTV) and Pakistan Television
(PTV), and between Bangladesh Sangbad Sangstha
(BSS) and the Associated Press of Pakistan (APP). The
adviser also highlighted the importance of facilitating


https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-sdtkidy-l-ilt/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-sdtkidy-l-ilt/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-sdtkidy-l-ili/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-sdtkidy-l-ild/

the broadcast of Bangladeshi channels in Pakistan.
[Dhaka Tribune]

South Korean delegation pledges major
investments to Bangladesh’s energy,
healthcare, and textile sectors

(Im) A high-level South Korean business delegation, led
by Kihak Sung, chairman of Youngone Corporation,
announced significant new investments in Bangladesh
during a meeting with Chief Adviser Muhammad Yunus
on April 8.

The delegation—comprising representatives from
leading firms including LG and companies in textiles,
fashion, logistics, healthcare, renewable energy, and
electricity—praised the government's steps to simplify
business processes and attract foreign capital. Earlier
visits to the Korean Export Processing Zone (KEPZ) in
Chittagong also led to immediate investment
commitments, including plans to establish a textile and
fashion college to support Bangladesh's growing role
as a global textile hub.

One investor expressed interest in setting up an Active
Pharmaceutical Ingredient (API) plant in Bangladesh,
signaling potential expansion in the country's rapidly
growing pharmaceutical export industry. There were
also discussions about establishing a hospital in
Chittagong and scaling up renewable energy initiatives.
[Dhaka Tribune]

Two U.S. delegations to visit Bangladesh
amid shifting U.S. policy priorities under
Trump

(Im) Two U.S. delegations are set to visit Bangladesh
this week—the first official visits under the
administration of U.S. President Donald Trump, who
has introduced major policy shifts in both trade and
diplomacy.

Nicole Chulick, Deputy Assistant Secretary at the
Bureau of South and Central Asian Affairs, will begin a
four-day visit on April 15, during which she is expected
to meet with senior Bangladeshi officials to discuss the
country's democratic transition, institutional reforms,
and bilateral cooperation. A second delegation led by
Andrew R. Herrup, Deputy Assistant Secretary at the
Bureau of East Asian and Pacific Affairs, will arrive on
April 16. Herrup will be joined by U.S. Chargé d'Affaires
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to Myanmar Susan Stevenson. Their focus will include
the Rohingya crisis, Myanmar’s civil conflict, and
regional security threats such as drug trafficking, arms
smuggling, and human trafficking. [The Daily Star]

Officials from both countries are expected to discuss
electoral reforms, U.S. tariffs on Bangladeshi exports,
the repatriation of undocumented migrants, and the
evolving dynamics of U.S.-Bangladesh relations.
Importantly, the delegations are also expected to raise
questions about Bangladesh's growing ties with China,
particularly after Chief Adviser Muhammad Yunus'
recent visit to Beijing, which Dhaka described as
“historic.” U.S. officials have informally inquired about
the nature and future of the Bangladesh-China
relationship, amid growing strategic competition in the
region.

From its side, Bangladesh is expected to press for
trade concessions and access to U.S. development
finance. Dhaka has expressed concerns about the
newly imposed 37 percent U.S. tariff on its exports,
which threatens to severely impact the country’'s USD
40 billion readymade garment sector. Officials are also
hoping to attract funding from the U.S. International
Development Finance Corporation (DFC) and expand
bilateral economic ties.

Meanwhile, the ongoing Rohingya refugee crisis
remains central to the discussions. Bangladesh
continues to shelter over 1.2 million Rohingya
refugees, and while the U.S. remains a leading donor,
aid levels have declined. A recent U.S. pledge of USD 73
million via the World Food Programme has helped, but
Dhaka is seeking assurance of sustained support to
manage what it describes as a growing regional
security issue. [Dhaka Tribune]

Bhutan: Gelephu-Kokrajhar railway link to
align with GMC plans

(hgk) The proposed 69.04-kilometre railway line
connecting Gelephu (Bhutan) to Kokrajhar (India) is
being integrated into Bhutan's ambitious Gelephu
Mindfulness City (GMC) masterplan. The project, seen
as a critical step in enhancing Bhutan-India
connectivity, will align with GMC's infrastructure and
economic development goals, according to officials.

Although awaiting formal approval, the railway is
expected to create jobs, boost investor confidence,
and serve as a cornerstone for medium- and long-term
trade and logistics in the region. Discussions around
the rail link began in 2017, but progress was initially
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slowed due to land and cost challenges on the Indian
side.

Momentum has picked up, with India’s Northeast
Frontier Railway (NFR) having completed a preliminary
survey and submitted the Detailed Project Report
(DPR) for government clearance. Bhutan's Ministry of
Infrastructure and Transport (MolT), which is
overseeing the project, confirmed that India is
conducting economic and financial viability
assessments.

The railway will include five new stations in Assam and
one in Gelephu, strategically located near the dry port
and international airport. The project is estimated to
cost INR 35 billion and will involve the construction of
multiple bridges, viaducts, and crossings.

Once approved, this would mark Bhutan's first-ever
railway link, enhancing bilateral trade, reducing carbon
emissions from freight transport, and supporting
regional integration. Officials from both countries
remain optimistic, with the project seen as a symbol of
their shared vision for regional growth and
connectivity. [Kuensel]

Brunei and Philippine firms launch joint
venture for cash security solutions

(ga) Aegis Secure Solutions Corp of Brunei and Eagle
Corinthians Integrated Security from the Philippines
have entered a joint venture agreement to offer
comprehensive cash security services. The agreement
was signed by senior representatives from both
companies, including Aegis Group Brunei Chairman
Ahmad Isa and Corinthians Chairman Noel Bongat.

The partnership will focus on secure cash
transportation services, combining Aegis' expertise in
cash centre operations and technology with
Corinthians’ local resources, such as armoured vehicles
and a client network. The collaboration aims to deliver
advanced, localised solutions using integrated
software and operational insights. [Borneo Bulletin]

Brunei, China’s Miri Chambers strengthen
cross-border business ties

(ga) A 20-member delegation from the Miri Chinese
Chamber of Commerce and Industry (MCCCI) visited
the Chinese Chamber of Commerce of Bandar Seri
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Begawan (CCC BSB) on April 9 to explore opportunities
for strengthening cross-border cooperation.

Discussions focused on aligning efforts to unite
Chinese entrepreneurs and enhance business
collaboration. MCCCI, approaching its 100th
anniversary, extended an invitation to CCC BSB to
attend its centennial celebrations. Both chambers also
addressed the importance of attracting younger
members to sustain future growth. [Borneo Bulletin]

Brunei sends earthquake relief aid to
Myanmar

(ga) Brunei has sent humanitarian aid to Myanmar in
response to the earthquake that struck the country on
March 28. A Royal Brunei Air Force aircraft departed on
April 11 to deliver essential relief supplies, with the
mission carried out under the consent of Sultan
Hassanal Bolkiah of Brunei.

A send-off ceremony was held at Rimba Air Force Base,
attended by Minister of Foreign Affairs Il Erywan Yusof
and Myanmar's Chargé d'Affaires in Brunei Khin
Sandar. Also present were senior officials from Brunei's
Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Ministry of Defence,
Ministry of Culture, Youth and Sports, the National
Disaster Management Centre (NDMC), and the
Embassy of Myanmar in Brunei. [Borneo Bulletin]

US SOCPAC Commander visits Brunei to
strengthen defense ties

(tl) Rear Admiral Jeromy Williams, Commander of US
Special Operations Command Pacific (SOCPAC), visited
Brunei on April 14 to deepen defense and security
cooperation between the two nations. His trip included
meetings with senior Bruneian defense officials, the US
Embassy in Bandar Seri Begawan, and UK Garrison
counterparts. [Borneo Bulletin]

Cambodia Information Minister
emphasizes importance of media in
strengthening ties with China

(sal) Information Minister Neth Pheaktra emphasized
the media's important role in fostering mutual
understanding, deepening connections between the
peoples of Cambodia and China, and enhancing
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cooperation—particularly in economic, political, and
cultural spheres.

At the Joint-Interview Exchange Forum hosted by
China's People’s Daily in Phnom Penh, Neth Pheaktra
highlighted the media’s vital role in sharing accurate
information, promoting unity, and strengthening
international ties. He praised the forum as a valuable
platform for enhancing Cambodia-China media
cooperation, especially ahead of President Xi Jinping's
state visit.

Pheaktra emphasized that joint reporting efforts help
journalists understand real-world development and
cooperation, ensuring professional and timely news
coverage. He also noted the deep historical ties
between Cambodia and China, maintained from King
Father Norodom Sihanouk to Prime Minister Hun
Manet, and strengthened through initiatives like the
Belt and Road and Cambodia-China Diamond
Cooperation. [Khmer Times ]

Cambodia-Thailand boost cooperation in
employment and vocational training

(mfr) Cambodian Minister of Labor and Vocational
Training Heng Sour met with the newly appointed Thai
Ambassador to Cambodia, Tull Traisorat, to discuss
enhancing employment and vocational training
cooperation. The meeting at the Ministry also aimed to
mark and strengthen the 75th anniversary of
diplomatic relations between the two countries in
2025, a milestone that promises mutual benefits in the
form of enhanced skills and employment
opportunities.

Both parties expressed satisfaction with their
longstanding friendship and reaffirmed their
unwavering commitment to deepening collaboration in
labor, social security, and skills development. Minister
Sour thanked the Thai government for its continued
support of Cambodian workers in Thailand, notably its
decision to waive re-entry fees for Cambodian workers
returning home during the traditional New Year.

The discussion also focused on expanding technical
and vocational training cooperation. Both sides
explored infrastructure development and increasing
training opportunities for Cambodian youth, aiming to
equip them with skills aligned with labor market
demands. [Khmer Times]
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Xi Jinping's Southeast Asia tour to
strengthen China-Cambodia ties

(mfr) Chinese President Xi Jinping's upcoming visit to
Cambodia from April 17 to 18, as part of a broader
Southeast Asia tour, presents a promising opportunity
for both nations. The visit is set to deepen bilateral
cooperation and enhance China's engagement with
ASEAN, aligning with regional goals of consensus and
stability under the ASEAN Way framework.

Cambodia has significantly benefited from Chinese
investment, particularly in infrastructure projects such
as the Sihanoukville Special Economic Zone, highways,
bridges, and hydropower developments. This strategic
alignment between Cambodia’s Pentagonal Strategy
and China'’s Belt and Road Initiative underscores the
mutual benefits and growing interdependence of their
relationship.

President Xi's agenda is expected to include
strengthening ties across various governmental,
economic, technological, and people-to-people sectors.
The visit will also reaffirm China's continued support
for major Cambodian development projects, including
the Funan Techno Canal. This support is a testament to
the enduring diplomatic relationship between the two
countries, which was formalized in 1958. [Khmer
Times]

Cambodia welcomes Japanese naval visit
to Ream Base to promote international
engagement

(mfr) Cambodia has welcomed the recent visit of a
Japanese naval vessel to the Ream Naval Base. General
Vong Pisen, Commander-in-Chief of the Royal
Cambodian Armed Forces, met with Japanese
Ambassador Ueno Atsushi and the Defense Attaché on
April 9 to reaffirm bilateral defense cooperation.

The Japanese delegation, in a display of mutual
respect, expressed their gratitude to the Cambodian
government, Ministry of National Defence, and RCAF
High Command for their support during the visit. This
visit, which followed the completion of the base’s first
development phase on April 5, was a testament to the
strong relationship between the two nations. The
ambassador emphasized Japan's appreciation for
Cambodia’s hospitality and stressed the significance of
transparency and multilateral defense collaboration.
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General Pisen expressed interest in continued
cooperation and encouraged future visits by Japanese
naval forces. Both parties underscored the importance
of international engagement at Ream Naval Base,
stressing that it is not just about two nations but about
a global community, and encouraged broader
participation from other nations, making the audience
feel the significance of their involvement. [Khmer
Times]

Cambodia-US begins tariff talks following
a 90-day suspension

(mfr) With the 90-day suspension in place, Cambodia
and the United States are poised to engage in
negotiations on reciprocal tariffs. This temporary relief,
announced by President Donald Trump on April 9, has
significantly reduced the proposed 49 percent tariff on
Cambodian imports to 10 percent for countries,
including Cambodia, that have officially requested
talks. This reduction, coupled with Cambodia's offer to
slash its tariff on 19 US product categories from 35
percent to 5 percent, sets the stage for potentially
beneficial negotiations. [Khmer Times 1]

For these crucial negotiations, Cambodia has
established an inter-ministerial task force led by
Deputy Prime Minister Sun Chanthol, who also serves
as the First Vice Chairman of the Council for the
Development of Cambodia. This task force, along with
a dedicated team managing overall bilateral trade and
investment relations with the US, provides a strong
foundation for the negotiations. These mechanisms
coordinate with relevant ministries, the US Trade
Representative, Cambodia's embassy in Washington,
and the American Chamber of Commerce in
Cambodia, ensuring a comprehensive approach. [The
Phnom Penh Post]

The tariff suspension, a response to the US
administration's announcement on April 3 to raise
import tariffs on Cambodian goods to 49 percent, has
sparked cautious optimism among business leaders. In
2024, bilateral trade reached USD 10.18 billion, with
Cambodian exports to the US totaling USD 9.92 billion.
The US remains Cambodia's largest export destination,
particularly for garments, footwear, and travel goods.

Business leaders, including members of Cambodia's
textile and garment sectors, are cautiously optimistic
about the negotiations. They recognize the potential
benefits and the need for domestic reforms to improve
competitiveness amid global trade shifts. [Khmer
Times 2]
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Chinese President Xi Jinping visits
Vietnam to kick off Southeast Asia tour
amid intensifying US trade war

(na/cmc) Chinese President Xi Jinping has begun his
tour of three Southeast Asian countries in his first
foreign visits of the year, as Beijing seeks to strengthen
regional ties amid an escalating tariff war with
Washington. Xi's schedule includes the visit to Vietnam
from April 14 to 15, followed by Malaysia and
Cambodia from April 15 to 18. [SCMP 1] [Ministry of
Foreign Affairs, Chinal

This comes as China is hit by a record high tariff rate of
145 percent by the Trump administration as the trade
war between the two countries escalates. The US
“reciprocal” tariffs against Cambodia, Malaysia, and
Vietnam have been put on a 90-day pause, as all three
countries have expressed interests in negotiating with
Washington. [SCMP 1]

After Xi met with Vietnam'’s top leaders, General
Secretary of the Vietnamese Communist Party To Lam
and Prime Minister Pham Minh Chinh, the two
countries signed 45 agreements related to supply
chains, artificial intelligence, railway connectivity and
maritime patrols.

Lam stated his intentions to develop cooperation
between the two countries on defense, security and
infrastructure. For his part, Xi mentioned the need to
improve cooperation on production, supply chains,
artificial intelligence, and green economy. Prior to Xi's
arrival, Vietnam approved a decree recognizing China's
aviation regulator as equal to those of the US and EU.
This comes after pressure from Beijing, as China
attempts to break into the foreign aviation market.
[Reuters 1] [Reuters 2]

Analysis by the Institute of Strategic and International
Studies Malaysia observed that Xi is using this visit to
fortify China’s influence in the three countries as they
are hit by US tariffs. They argued that China’s response
to US tariffs could either exacerbate or mitigate the
economic damage caused by US tariffs in Southeast
Asia and that Xi is seeking clear demonstration of
backing in the region as he aims to leverage the tour in
his favor. [SCMP 1]

Vietnam's approach is seen by observers as reflecting a
broader diplomatic balancing act. While maintaining
strong economic ties with the U.S., Hanoi is expanding
partnerships with regional powers like China to
mitigate the risks of over-dependence on any single
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trade route. Analysts say Vietnam is leveraging Xi's visit
to signal its central role in Southeast Asia’s economic
architecture and its intention to be a constructive
regional actor amid global uncertainties. [The
Guardian]

Coinciding with Xi's state visit, Chinese Defense
Minister Dong Jun will also travel to Vietnam on April
17, marking his second visit to the country in four
months. According to China’s defense ministry, the two
countries began a military exchange on April 11, which
is planned to last through April 17. This marks the
ninth annual border defense friendship exchange
between the two countries. [SCMP 2] [Ministry of
National Defense]

Xi and Dong's visits occur against a backdrop of
ongoing territorial disputes in the South China Sea,
where China maintains claims that overlap with
various Southeast Asian nations, including Vietnam
and the Philippines. Beijing's diplomatic strategy
includes enhancing military cooperation with Vietnam
to tackle regional security issues and promote stability.
[SCMP 2]

While Xi's previous visit to Vietnam was in December
2023, his last trips to Cambodia and Malaysia were
nine and twelve years ago, respectively. This marks a
significant diplomatic tour for the Chinese leadership.
[Reuters 3]

China-U.S. tit-for-tat tariff war escalates

(dh) On April 9, U.S. President Donald Trump's tariffs
came into effect, increasing import taxes on Chinese
goods to 104 percent in total. The White House
announced a 50 percent increase on the “reciprocal”
tariffs- from 34 percent to 84 percent - on top of the
20 percent tariffs imposed earlier this year. This
increase is a response to the 34 percent retaliatory
tariffs that China imposed on the U.S. (see AR No. 14,
April/2025, 2). [The White House 1]

The White House also announced that items previously
exempt from tariffs under the “de minimus” exemption
would now face tariff rates of 90 percent - up from the
previous 30 percent tariff rate that was to be imposed
(see AiR No. 14, April/2025, 2). [CNN]

Whilst the Trump administration has been quick in
proceeding with talks with their other trading partners,
such as South Korea and the European Union, China is
the only country that has been hit with further punitive
tariffs since Trump's ‘Liberation Day'. Since Trump's
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tariffs have come into effect, stock markets, in Europe
and Asia particularly, have plunged. China’s offshore
yuan hit a nadir against the US dollar on 9 April. [The
Guardian] [SCMP]

Despite this, Trump’s administration has signaled that
it will not waiver over tariffs, with Press Secretary,
Karoline Leavitt, stating that Trump will not break.
Scott Bessent, the Treasury Secretary, reaffirmed these
comments stating that the U.S. had the upper hand in
trade negotiations, insisting the U.S. does not lose
anything by placing tariffs on China. This has led some
analysts to see the likelihood of these tariffs being
reversed as unlikely. Chinese economists have warned
that the opportunity for reconciliation between the two
countries has been missed. [The New York Times]
[SCMP 2]

Other analysts have also noted the potential for de-
escalation in the growing trade war between the two
largest economies in the world, citing Trump’s
statements on April 7, which indicated a willingness to
negotiate. The U.S. President stated: “China also wants
to make a deal, badly, but they don't know how to get
it started. We are waiting for their call. It will happen!”
[The Guardian 2]

Chinese social media influencers and state media have
shared a list of potential countermeasures China could
use to retaliate against these tariffs. These included
increasing tariffs on U.S. agricultural products, halting
imports of U.S. poultry, pausing collaboration on
fentanyl control, tightening access for U.S. service
providers such as legal firms, imposing stricter limits or
even full bans on American film imports, and launching
an inquiry into the profits U.S. companies make from
intellectual property in China. [CNN]

China’s retaliation, Trump’s response

On April 9, China announced increased tariffs on U.S.
goods entering China- rising from 34 percent to 84
percent. These tariffs are still expected to come into
place on April 10. [China's Ministry of Finance 1, in
Chinese] [CNBC 1]

China’s Ministry of Foreign Affairs criticized Trump's
104 percent tariffs on China and warned of China's
response, stating that China “will not let anyone take
away Chinese people’s legitimate right to
development.” He also referred to the U.S.'s tariff
abuse as an act of bullying. [China Ministry of Foreign
Affairs 1]

China's State Council also released a white paper,
titled: “China’s Position on Some Issues Concerning
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China-US Economic and Trade Relations.” The paper
noted that China does not intentionally pursue a trade
surplus with the U.S., which has frequently been used
by the Trump administration to justify tariff hikes. The
white paper also revealed China's belief that tariffs
would ultimately prove harmful to the U.S., whilst also
mentioning China's willingness to engage in
negotiations- citing the “mutually beneficial nature” of
China and the U.S.'s trade relationship. [China State
Council] [SCMP 3]

On Truth Social, Trump announced a subsequent
increase in tariffs on China to a 125 percent total levy
on China’s products entering the U.S. Trump
announced these tariffs were to take immediate effect.
He cited China’s retaliatory measures and lack of
respect for the global economy as reasons for this
decision. Conversely, for all countries that were yet to
take retaliatory measures and tried to negotiate, a 90-
day pause on reciprocal tariffs has been enacted with
only a fractional tariff of 10 percent being levied during
this period. Trump also insisted that China needs to
realize that the “days of ripping off the U.S.A.” are over.
On X, formerly Twitter, the White House also posted:
“DO NOT RETALIATE AND YOU WILL BE REWARDED."
[President Trump on Truth Social] [The White House on
X]

The World Trade Organization (WTO) estimates that
the souring trade relationship between China and the
U.S. could result in a trade fall of 80 percent equating
to roughly a USD 466 billion drop. The WTO further
reported that given trade between the two countries -
which are the two largest global economies - account
for 3% of global trade, a continual escalation in a tariff
war could significantly harm the global economy,
despite Trump'’s 90-day reprieve for other countries. It
estimates that if a trade war were to force the global
economy into two blocs, a 7 percent decrease in global
GDP could occur in the long term. [Reuters 2] [BBC]

Responding to this tariff hike Mao Ning, a
spokesperson for the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, wrote
on April 10, on her X account, that China is not scared
of the U.S.'s provocations and will not back down,
signaling that further escalations in the tariff war are to
come. [Mao Ning on X]

China raises tariffs

On April 11, China announced their response to
Trump's 145 percent tariff on Chinese goods by placing
a 125 percent tariff on American goods entering China-
an increase from the previous 84 percent tariff. Having
been approved by China’s State Council. [The New York
Times] [China’s Ministry of Finance 2, in Chinese]
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A statement from the tariff commission of the State
Council offered a strong condemnation of U.S.
unilateral bullying and coercion. It mockingly states
that “even if the U.S. continues to impose higher tariffs,
it will no longer make economic sense and will become
a joke in the history of world economy.” The statement
also affirned that if tariff levels do not decrease, the
Chinese market for imported U.S. goods will disappear.
China also stated that they will ignore any further tariff
hikes imposed by the U.S. [CNBC 3] [China Ministry of
Finance 3, in Chinese]

Xi Jinping looks to strengthen ties with neighbors

During his first public speech since China's trade war
with the U.S. escalated, Chinese President Xi Jinping
signaled China'’s desire to strengthen its ties with its
neighbors. His pledge to improve strategic bonds with
China’s neighboring nations came at a two-day central
neighbors work conference, concluding on April 9.
[CNA]

During the conference, Xi stressed that China’s
relationships with its neighbors have reached an all-
time high. He highlighted the need for deeper
economic integration, better security cooperation, and
more people-to-people exchanges. The conference
comes as Xi prepares for visits to Vietnam, Malaysia,
and Cambodia, signaling China’s increased focus on its
regional ties this week (see article in this edition).

Analysts have suggested that China’s bid to improve
regional relationships now has a greater sense of
urgency given Trump's tariff imposition on China.
[SCMP]

White House tariff clarification

On April 10, the White House clarified that the total
tariff rate on Chinese goods entering the U.S. is 145
percent. This is because Trump's announced 125
percent tariff is in addition to a 20 percent tariff rate
already on China as a fentanyl trafficking-related
sanction. Economists have anticipated that this total
tariff rate - of 145 percent - would essentially end the
majority of trade between the world'’s two largest
economies. [The White House 2] [CNBC 2]

In his regular press conference, the Chinese foreign
ministry signaled that China has no intention of
backing down, stating that “If the U.S. is determined to
fight a tariff and trade war, China’s response will
continue to the end.” It reiterated previous
condemnations of the U.S. for bullying, destabilizing
the global economy, and violating WTO rules. [China
Ministry of Foreign Affairs 2]
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China’'s commerce ministry similarly stated China’s
willingness to follow a tariff war to the end, if
necessary, whilst also mentioning that dialogue with
the U.S. could occur only on the basis of mutual
respect. Growing escalations between the two
countries have raised fears of a global economic
downturn, with the U.S. bank, Goldman Sachs,
estimating a 45 percent chance of recession if trade
hostilities are to continue as they are. [Reuters 4]

Amid these tariffs, China has sought to dialogue with
some of its economic partners to discuss a response to
U.S. tariffs. On April 10, Wang Wentao, China’s Minister
of Commerce, held separate calls with the Saudi
Arabian Commerce Minister, Majid bin Abdullah al-
Qasabi, and South Africa’s Minister of Trade, Parks Tau.
Both calls were focused on improving economic
cooperation between the nations through
international frameworks, such as the Gulf
Cooperation Council and BRICS. [Reuters 5]

Additionally, during regular meetings on April 8-9, bank
deputies from China, Japan and South Korea convened
to discuss U.S. tariffs and the importance of regional
economic cooperation. Xuan Changneng, deputy
governor of the People’s Bank of China, was in
attendance. In a statement, the central bank stated its
commitment to ensure stability in the financial market
to ensure economic recovery. [People’s Bank of China]
[Reuters 6]

Trump grants tech tariff relief

Meanwhile, the Trump administration on April 13
granted tariff exemptions on a range of electronics—
including smartphones, computers, and
semiconductors—mainly imported from China. The
move offers significant relief to major tech firms like
Apple, Dell, and Nvidia, which had faced escalating
costs under Trump's steep import duties.

The exemptions apply retroactively from April 5 and
cover 20 product categories, including broad
computer-related tariff codes and components like
memory chips and flat panel displays. They also ease
baseline tariffs on imports from other countries such
as India and Taiwan.

Beijing called the exemptions a "small step" toward
correcting U.S. unilateral tariff practices and urged
Washington to cancel the tariffs entirely. [Reuters 7]

China halts Boeing jet deliveries

In latest news, China has reportedly instructed its
airlines to halt further deliveries of Boeing jets,
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deepening the fallout from the ongoing U.S.-China
trade war, which has now extended into the global
aerospace sector.

China’'s major carriers—Air China, China Eastern, and
China Southern—had been scheduled to receive a
combined 179 Boeing aircraft between 2025 and 2027.
Beijing has also reportedly directed airlines to suspend
purchases of U.S. aircraft parts and equipment.
[Reuters 8]

Two Chinese citizens captured in Ukraine

(dh) On April 8, Ukrainian President Volodymyr
Zelenskyy claimed that two Chinese nationals had
been captured while fighting for Russian forces in the
eastern Donetsk region. According to Zelensky,
Ukrainian troops encountered six Chinese fighters
during a recent battle, taking two into custody. The
men were allegedly found with personal documents
and bank cards. Zelenskyy posted a statement on his X
account, accompanied by a video of one of the
captured Chinese citizens. [BBC 1] [President Zelenskyy
onX1]

This is the first time Ukraine has publicly accused
China of contributing manpower to Russia’s military
effort. Zelensky suggested that the presence of
Chinese fighters may be more widespread than
currently known and called for an international
response.

Ukraine's Deputy Foreign Minister Andrii Sybiha stated
that if Beijing's involvement were confirmed, it would
raise serious doubts about China’s stated position of
neutrality. Sybiha also summoned China’s diplomat in
Ukraine for an explanation. A member of Ukraine’s
National Security and Defense Council, Andriy
Kovalenko, alleged that the Chinese fighters were
mercenaries but did not expand on this. [Reuters][Sky
News]

The U.S. State Department described the reports as
“disturbing” and reiterated Washington's view that
China has played a supporting role in Russia’s war by
providing dual-use technology and components. [U.S.
Department of State]

China's foreign ministry stated that China is in contact
with Ukraine and has always urged its citizens to avoid
any involvement in armed conflict. The ministry also
condemned Zelenskyy's allegations of many more
Chinese nationals fighting for the Russian forces as
claims without any evidence and further maintained
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China’s neutrality and commitment to playing a
constructive role in attaining peace in Ukraine. [China
Ministry of Foreign Affairs 1]

The incident adds to growing unease over foreign
fighters aiding Moscow. Ukrainian officials have
previously reported North Korean troops on the
battlefield, noting that the Chinese nationals differ in
that they were allegedly captured inside Ukrainian
territory. Zelenskyy has stated that he hopes this
incident prompts the U.S. to take a tougher stance
towards Russia. [BBC 1] [Reuters]

Zelenskyy has since reported that Ukrainian
intelligence had sourced data of over 150 Chinese
citizens who had been part of the war against Ukraine
and fought for Russia against Ukraine. In response to
these claims, Jian condemned Zelenskyy for making
“irresponsible remarks” reiterating that China is a
supporter of peace, as well as adding that “China is
neither the creator nor a party to the Ukrainian crisis.”
[President Zelenskyy on X 2] [China Ministry of Foreign
Affairs 2] [BBC 2]

Zelenskyy also alleged that Russia is actively recruiting
Chinese nationals to boost its efforts in the war. These
claims were subsequently dismissed by the Kremlin
which stated that China’s approach to the conflict is a
balanced one. [Reuters]

Chinese Premier holds phone call with EU
Commission President amid trade
concerns

(dh) Chinese Premier Li Qiang and European
Commission President Ursula von der Leyen spoke on
April 9 in a call focused on growing economic
uncertainty and the fallout from newly imposed U.S.
tariffs. It was the first high-level exchange between
China and the EU since President Donald Trump
escalated trade tensions by imposing sweeping new
duties.

Li reassured von der Leyen that China is prepared to
handle external economic shocks, saying Beijing has
enough policy tools to respond and remains
committed to maintaining steady growth. He framed
China's recent actions not only as a defense of its own
interests but also as support for international trade
norms and fairness.

Von der Leyen emphasized the importance of
predictability and stability in the global economy. She
highlighted the shared responsibility of both China and
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the EU to uphold an open and rules-based trading
system. Both sides appeared to agree on the need to
manage growing global uncertainty, even as they
navigate their own trade disputes.

A key concern for the EU is the risk of trade diversion,
where goods originally meant for the U.S. market could
be redirected to Europe at cut-rate prices, especially in
industries already facing overcapacity. In response, the
EU plans to strengthen its import monitoring and
create a task force to address potential imbalances.

During the call, both parties agreed to hold an EU-
China summit in July, marking 50 years of diplomatic
ties. While it's unclear whether Chinese President Xi
Jinping will attend, the planned meeting suggests a
shared interest in easing tensions and boosting
dialogue.

Other topics included ongoing EU concerns about
Chinese subsidies, especially in the electric vehicle
sector, as well as investment practices and the transfer
of technology. Von der Leyen also encouraged China to
play a more active role in efforts to end the war in
Ukraine and expressed hope for deeper cooperation
on climate action. [European Commission] [SCMP]

China’s Ministry of Foreign Affairs reiterated the
positive message of the phone call, citing the EU and
China as promoters and supporters of economic
globalization, trade stability and WTO rules. [China
Ministry of Foreign Affairs]

The tone of the exchange suggested both sides are
aware of the risks posed by rising protectionism and
are looking for ways to avoid further escalation, even
as they remain cautious about each other's economic
policies. [SCMP]

UK removes Chinese ownership from
British Steel

(na) The UK government passed emergency legislation
on April 12 to effectively nationalize British Steel's
Scunthorpe plant after negotiations with Chinese
owner Jingye Group collapsed. On Sunday, Business
Minister Jonathan Reynolds stated that "China is no
longer welcome in Britain's steel sector." [Reuters]
[SCMP]

The dispute began after Jingye rejected an aid package
worth $654 million, instead proposing to import
Chinese steel for British processing rather than
continuing domestic production at the facility, which
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operates at a loss of roughly $920,000 daily. Reynolds
criticized previous UK leadership for allowing Chinese
ownership in the steel sector, given its strategic
significance. He added that companies like Jingye
Group, which had ownership of the Scunthorpe plant
since 2020, have close links to the Chinese Communist
Party. [Reuters]

The Scunthorpe plant is Britain's last facility capable of
producing virgin steel from raw materials and faces
shutdown due to dwindling raw material supplies. If
the plant were to shut down, it would make the UK the
only country in the G7 unable to produce their own
steel. Supporters of the legislation claim that keeping
domestic steel production afloat is significant for the
UK'’s national and strategic interests. The emergency
parliamentary session is the first Saturday sitting in the
UK since 1982, underscoring the crisis facing the steel
sector as a result of steel tariffs implemented by the
US government under the Trump administration.
[SCMP]

The leading Labour government in the UK has
increased engagement compared to the previous
Conservative government. Despite his opposition to
Chinese businesses’ involvement in the UK's steel
sector, Reynolds mentioned automobile production,
life sciences and agricultural products as sectors where
cooperation with Chinese companies would be more
acceptable. [Reuters]

In response to the legislation, the Chinese embassy in
London released a statement urging the UK to protect
the interests and rights of Chinese companies.
Additionally, the Chinese foreign ministry asked the UK
to ensure the confidence of Chinese investors by not
politicizing trade. [Reuters 2]

Head of British armed forces and trade
minister visit China

(dh) Admiral Sir Tony Radakin, the UK's top military
officer, made a rare visit to China last week, marking
the first such trip by a British Chief of the Defense Staff
since 2015. During meetings in Beijing, Radakin and
Chinese military leaders exchanged views on shared
global challenges and the importance of keeping open
lines of communication between their armed forces.

Radakin met with Gen Liu Zhenli, Chief of Staff of the
Joint Staff Department of the Central Military
Commission on April 9. Writing on social media
afterwards, Radakin said both sides acknowledged
their responsibilities as nations with global interests
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and stressed the value of direct dialogue, particularly
given current global instability.

His visit follows a broader diplomatic outreach by the
UK under Prime Minister Keir Starmer, including a
recent visit to China by Foreign Secretary David
Lammy. [Admiral Sir Tony Radakin on X]

UK Defence Secretary John Healey, speaking in
Brussels, described Radakin's visit as a step toward re-
establishing military-to-military ties. China's military
released a similar statement acknowledging both
countries shared military concerns and desire for
closer relations. Healey noted that the admiral had
been “very firm” in advocating for peace and stability in
the Indo-Pacific, and in raising concerns about the use
of military force to pursue political goals, although he
did not directly mention the sensitive issue of Taiwan.
[BBC] [China Military]

Radakin's visit drew criticism from British politicians
with some admitting surprise at the visit. Politicians
raised China’'s human rights record in Hong Kong,
British support of a democratic Taiwan and China’s
enabler role in Russia’s war on Ukraine as reasons to
condemn the visit and the UK's increasingly friendly
treatment of China.

The trip by Radakin also coincided with another quiet
visit by UK Trade Minister, Douglas Alexander, who
stopped in Beijing, Hainan, and Hong Kong, in an
attempt to promote British exports. Alexander’s visit
comes amid struggling negotiations between Jingye,
the Chinese owner of British steel, and the government
as recent talks ended with no deal in place. [The
Guardian]

Spanish prime minister visits China,
aiming to boost trade relations

(dh) Spain’s Prime Minister, Pedro Sanchez, visited
China on April 10-11, upon invitation from Chinese
Premier Li Qiang. In his third visit in three years to
China, Sanchez stated his ambition of building a more
balanced relationship between China and the EU.
[China State Council]

During his meeting with Sdnchez, Chinese President Xi
Jinping emphasized that China would stand firm
against what it views as unjust trade pressure,
particularly in light of the intensifying tariff dispute
with the United States. Without directly naming the US,
Xi urged the European Union to work with China to
oppose what he described as "unilateral bullying,"
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signaling a desire for closer cooperation amid growing
global uncertainty. Xi noted that China has relied on its
own efforts for over seventy years and won't retreat in
the face of external pressure. He added that no one

benefits from a tariff war, which only leads to isolation.

While calling for stronger EU-China relations, he also
acknowledged European concerns about trade
imbalances, stating that the current relationship
heavily favors China. He stressed the importance of
finding common ground and creating a more balanced
partnership.

The visit also led to the signing of several cooperation
agreements between Spain and China in areas such as
science, technology, education, and film. Spain also
secured new export deals for pork (which accounts for
20 percent of Spain’s exports to China) and cherries,
strengthening its trade footprint in the Chinese
market. [SCMP 1]

Sanchez's visit coincides with growing concern
amongst European policymakers over the potential
flooding of Chinese imports into the region in light of
tariffs placed on China by the U.S. Whilst Spain has
looked to build economic relations with China and
welcomed easier trade, other nations in the 27-country
bloc, such as Poland, have cautioned against the
potential harms of strengthening ties with China.
Members of the European Union have expressed
concerns about Chinese industrial subsidies and
Beijing's position on Russia's war in Ukraine. Brussels
also fears that US tariffs could push excess Chinese
exports into European markets, potentially harming
local industries. [SCMP 1] [SCMP 2]

Spain’s decision to pursue closer trade ties with China
was met with criticism from the U.S. U.S. Treasury
Secretary, Scott Bessent, stated that aligning closer
with China was the equivalent of “cutting your own
throat” for Spain. Spain’s agriculture minister, Luis
Planas, rejected this warning citing Spain’s healthy
trade relations with China. [Reuters]

Some analysts see Sanchez's visit as a pragmatic move
aimed at supporting Spain’s economic growth, while
also keeping diplomatic channels open. The meeting
also underscored China's efforts to present itself as a
reliable global partner at a time of increasing
geopolitical friction. [SCMP 1]

Brazil, Chinese presidents to meet in
China next month
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(na) Brazilian President Luiz Inacio Lula da Silva will
travel to China next month to meet President Xi
Jinping, with a fourth meeting already scheduled for
July. This marks the third time the two presidents have
met since Lula took office in 2023. The pace of high-
level engagements highlights Brazil's deepening
relationship with its largest trading partner. The
meeting will take place during a gathering of Chinese
officials and Latin American and Caribbean leaders in
Beijing on May 13, where Lula and Xi are expected to
hold bilateral talks. [Reuters]

Due to unpredictable trade policies by the US, a
Brazilian diplomat described the deepening of Brazil's
ties with China as “inevitable” as the Brazilian
government looks for “alternatives” considering the
level of uncertainty posed by the Trump
administration. [Reuters]

The growing partnership between Brazil and China
builds on the foundation established during Xi's visit to
Brazil in November 2024, where the two leaders
upgraded their diplomatic relations and signed more
than three dozen cooperation agreements covering
infrastructure, energy, agribusiness, and other
strategic sectors. [Reuters]

Xi's attendance is already confirmed for the BRICS
summit in Rio de Janeiro in July, where the two
presidents will meet again. He is also expected at the
United Nations climate summit in November, also in
Brazil. [Reuters]

Brazil's BRICS presidency began in January 2025 and
has stated their guiding principles as increasing
cooperation in the global south and strengthening
BRICS partnerships regarding social, economic and
environmental development. [Government of Brazil]

Brazil's BRICS presidency’s guiding principles and
growing ties with China reflect Brazil's policy of
engaging with multiple international actors while
maintaining strategic autonomy. China has been
Brazil's largest trading partner since 2009, with Brazil
viewing China primarily as a partner for trade,
investment, and diplomatic coordination to elevate the
Global South in international affairs. [CSIS]

China’s offer to “join hands” in response
to US tariffs rejected by Australian
government

(na) On April 10, Australian Deputy Prime Minister and
Defense Minister Richard Marles turned down China’s
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offer to “join hands” in order to counter US tariffs. This
statement was in reference to comments made by
China's ambassador to Australia, Xiao Qian, where he
criticized US reciprocal tariffs and proposed stronger
economic cooperation between China and Australia
[The Sydney Morning Herald 1] [Reuters]

This comes as China makes efforts to strengthen
economic ties with neighboring countries in the Indo-
Pacific in the wake of rising tariffs imposed by the
Trump Administration. [SCMP]

Despite his rejection of Xiao’s comments, Marles
emphasized the importance of healthy bilateral trade
between China and Australia. However, he also
stressed Australia’s plan to diversify its international
trade instead and pursue dialogue with the US
regarding tariff negotiations, rather than aligning
closer with China.

This is consistent with recent Australian policy to
expand its trading partners within Asia, such as
Indonesia and India. It also reflects national security
concerns within Australia over Chinese investment, as
can be seen in the recent bipartisan push to terminate
Chinese firm Landbridge's lease of the Port of Darwin.
[The Sydney Morning Herald 2] [Sky News]

Cautious Progress in China-India Relations
in first quarter of 2025

(hjn) The first quarter of 2025 has seen cautious
progress in the bilateral relations between China and
India. Despite lingering issues, the two countries have
made some positive steps towards improving their
ties. These include increased diplomatic engagement
and the resumption of direct air services, signaling a
thaw after the tensions of 2020. However, significant
challenges remain, including ongoing border disputes
and environmental concerns related to China's
hydropower projects in Tibet. Both sides appear
committed to managing these tensions diplomatically.
[China Global South Project]

India-US military troops conclude joint
training

(rt) Indian and United States (US) armed forces have
concluded the harbor phase of the joint military
exercise Tiger Triumph 2025 in Visakhapatnam,
Andhra Pradesh.
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Indian armed forces trained alongside personnel from
the US Army’s 1st Battalion, 5th Infantry Regiment
("Bobcats") of the 11th Airborne Division and the US
Marine Corps’ 1st Light Armored Reconnaissance
Battalion. The joint training focused on interoperability
and mission planning in a harbor setting.

With the successful completion of the harbor phase,
the contingents have now moved to Kakinada, also in
Andhra Pradesh, to begin the sea phase. This segment
will involve amphibious landings, joint maritime drills,
and simulations of Humanitarian Assistance and
Disaster Relief (HADR) operations. [Deccan Herald]
[The Hindu]

India-U.S. trade talks accelerate amid
Washington's tariff pause

(Im) India and the United States have finalized the
terms of reference for the first phase of a new bilateral
trade agreement, with the aim of reaching a deal
within 90 days following President Donald Trump's
announcement of a temporary pause on most new
tariff hikes—excluding those targeting China. This
reprieve has provided crucial momentum for New
Delhi, whose exporters had faced a 26 percent tariff
increase earlier this month.

The broader goal of the proposed deal is to boost
bilateral trade to USD 500 billion by 2030, up from USD
129 billion in 2024, which saw a USD 45.7 billion
surplus in India’s favor. Indian authorities have
launched a global trade and tariff helpdesk to address
import-export issues and ensure India is not used as a
re-routing hub for goods headed to the U.S., amid
concerns of trade diversion due to the ongoing U.S.-
China tariff war. [Reuters]

U.S. Vice President J.D. Vance and National Security
Adviser Michael Waltz are both scheduled to visit India
from April 21. Vance's trip will include official
engagements alongside personal travel, while Waltz's
visit is focused on launching the new India-U.S. TRUST
initiative (Transforming the Relationship Utilizing
Strategic Technology), which replaces the Biden-era
iCET platform. This next phase of cooperation
emphasizes semiconductors, critical minerals, export
controls, and advanced technology—areas now central
to bilateral ties. [NDTV 1]

Waltz is also expected to meet Prime Minister
Narendra Modi and National Security Adviser Ajit Doval
to deepen cooperation across key sectors, especially as
the U.S. seeks to reinforce high-tech and defense
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partnerships in the Indo-Pacific. The high-level visits
come just weeks after U.S. Director of National
Intelligence Tulsi Gabbard held meetings with Indian
leadership in New Delhi.

Speaking against this backdrop, Indian External Affairs
Minister S. Jaishankar underscored the urgency and
strategic weight of the India-U.S. relationship during
the Carnegie Global Summit, noting the geopolitical
significance of evolving U.S.-China dynamics and
India's own push in the semiconductor and digital
infrastructure sectors. He emphasized that both sides
are engaging with high ambition and a new sense of
mutual understanding shaped by previous rounds of
negotiations. [NDTV 2]

Fugitive Indian diamond trader Mehul
Choksi arrested in Belgium amid renewed
extradition effort

(wyn) Indian businessman Mehul Choksi, wanted in
connection with a USD 1.62 billion fraud involving
Punjab National Bank (PNB), has been detained in
Belgium following a formal extradition request by
Indian authorities. Belgian police arrested the 65-year-
old on April 12. Choksi's lawyer confirmed the arrest
and said legal action would be taken to oppose his
extradition on health grounds, citing ongoing cancer
treatment.

Choksi, along with his nephew Nirav Modi—who is
currently held in a London prison—allegedly
orchestrated a large-scale fraud by securing
unauthorized Letters of Undertaking (LoUs) and
Foreign Letters of Credit (FLCs) from PNB's Brady
House branch in Mumbai, with the complicity of bank
officials. These LoUs were used to secure credit from
multiple overseas banks, including institutions in Hong
Kong, Mauritius, Belgium, Germany, and Bahrain.

Indian investigators claim that between March and
April 2017, 165 LoUs and 58 FLCs were issued to
Choksi's companies without required approvals or
margin guarantees. The defaults led PNB to repay USD
965.2 million in liabilities to foreign banks.

Choksi fled India in early 2018 and took citizenship in
Antigua and Barbuda. He was located in Belgium last
year, reportedly living in Antwerp with his wife, a
Belgian citizen. Indian authorities had previously
issued Red Notices through Interpol, though these
were later withdrawn, leading to a renewed focus on
extradition.
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Indian courts have issued multiple arrest warrants, and
both the Central Bureau of Investigation (CBI) and
Enforcement Directorate (ED) have filed several
chargesheets. The ED has seized or attached assets
worth INR 25.66 billion (USD 308 million) linked to
Choksi, and courts have approved monetization of
these properties to repay defrauded funds.

Choksi's detention comes amid broader efforts by
India to bring economic offenders to justice, with
Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman stating in
December 2024 that recovered assets from fugitives
are being used to reduce public losses. [NDTV] [The
Hindu]

New German coalition government calls
for deeper strategic ties with India in
Indo-Pacific

(Im) In its 2025 coalition agreement, unveiled last week,
Germany's soon-parties—the Christian Democratic
Union (CDU), Christian Social Union (CSU), and Social
Democratic Party (SPD)—have committed to
strengthening strategic relations with India as part of
their Indo-Pacific policy. Highlighting that a stable, free,
and secure Indo-Pacific is of vital interest to both
Germany and the European Union, the coalition
emphasizes closer cooperation with India in key areas
such as the global energy transition and security policy.
The agreement also supports the conclusion of a free
trade agreement between the European Union and
India. [Coalition Agreement]

India, Russia to deepen ties

(rt/hjn) Moscow has extended an invitation to Prime
Minister Narendra Modi to visit Russia’s Victory Day
Parade, with expressed hope that PM Modi will attend
the high-profile event. This comes as Russian President
Vladimir Putin is set to visit India this year and
preparations for it are underway. Russian Foreign
Minister Sergey Lavrov had also praised the Indian
government and Prime Minister Narendra Modi for
“consistently” taking a “balanced position on the
Ukrainian crisis” and for advocating its “resolution
through dialogue”. PM Modi also made his first trip to
Russia last year in nearly five years, engaging in
extensive discussions with President Putin. The Parade
marks the 80" anniversary of Russia's victory over

Germany in World War II. [Indian Express] [Times of
India]
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Furthermore, India and Russia have agreed to advance
six new strategic projects aimed at enhancing bilateral
investment cooperation during the 8th Session of the
India-Russia Working Group on Priority Investment
Projects (IRWG-PIP), held in New Delhi. The meeting
was conducted under the broader framework of the
India-Russia Intergovernmental Commission on Trade,
Economic, Scientific, Technological, and Cultural
Cooperation.

The session was co-chaired by India’s Secretary for the
Department for Promotion of Industry and Internal
Trade, Amardeep Singh Bhatia, and Russia’s Deputy
Minister of Economic Development, Vladimir llichev.
The two sides reviewed progress since the previous
session and signed a protocol outlining new
investment collaborations across mutually prioritized
sectors.

Following the working group session, the second India-
Russia Investment Forum was held in partnership with
Invest India, the Indian Chamber of Commerce, and
Russia’s Ministry of Economic Development. The forum
brought together over 80 participants, including
business leaders, financial institutions, cargo
companies, and officials from both countries. [India
Narrative]

India’s Finance Minister chairs India-UK
investor roundtable in London

(rt) I Indian Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman
chaired an India-United Kingdom (UK) investor
roundtable in London, attended by around 60 UK-
based investors from pension funds, insurance firms,
banks, and financial institutions. Organized by the
Ministry of Finance, the roundtable focused on the
government's policy priorities to sustain economic
growth and attract investment, with an emphasis on
shaping a “New India” through structural reforms and
improved ease of doing business.

Sitharaman highlighted India’s digital economy as a key
growth driver, contributing 11.74 percent of the gross
domestic product in the 2022-2023 fiscal year. She
emphasized India’'s emergence as a global startup hub,
noting the country ranks third worldwide in terms of
the number of homegrown unicorns. She also
underscored the strength of India’s fintech ecosystem,
supported by a tech-savvy population, government
incentives, and an innovation-driven startup
landscape.
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The finance minister, who also oversees corporate
affairs, was in the UK for the 13th India-UK Economic
and Financial Dialogue (EFD). During the visit, she held
bilateral talks with her British counterpart, Chancellor
Rachel Reeves, discussing global economic issues,
growth strategies, and ways to boost job creation,
trade, and investment across sectors. [Deccan Herald]

India and UAE focused on boosting
strategic defense ties

(rt) Upon Dubai Crown Prince Sheikh Hamdan bin
Mohammed bin Rashid Al Maktoum'’s visit to india,
both the Prince and Indian Prime Minister Narendra
Modi discussed ways to further strengthen the India-
UAE Comprehensive Strategic Partnership, especially in
areas of trade, investments, defense, energy,
technology, education, sports, and people-to-people
ties. Both leaders welcomed the India-UAE Defense
Partnership Forum, which has the potential to result in
strategic joint ventures and co-production projects
benefiting the two countries. They also agreed to focus
on complementarities in the Make-in-India and Make-
in-Emirates initiatives.

In the defense sector, the focus was on working
together in co-development and co-production of
equipment. Both countries acknowledged that bilateral
defense cooperation needs to be scaled up to match
the progress made in other areas such as trade and
business.

With both countries’ focus on stepping-up bilateral
defense cooperation in fields ranging from military
exercises and training exchanges and to defense-
industrial collaboration, joint projects, research and
development and technology transfer, India offered
the indigenous Akash are defense missile system to
the United Arab Emirates (UAE). The offer was made at
the delegation-level meeting between Indian Defense
Minister Rajnath Singh and Prince Sheikh Hamdan,
who is also the Deputy Prime Minister and Defense
Minister. The offer also comes in line with India’s
ongoing thrust to export the Akash system, Pinaka
multi-launch rocket systems and the BrahMos
supersonic cruise missile to “friendly countries”,
especially in the Gulf and ASEAN regions. [Times of
India 1] [Times of India 2]

Indian consulate in Melbourne
vandalized, New Delhi demands swift
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action

(Im) India has condemned the defacement of its
Consulate General in Melbourne and urged Australian
authorities to take swift action. The incident occurred
early on April 10, when unidentified individuals spray-
painted graffiti at the consulate’s entrance on St Kilda
Road. Victoria Police have launched an investigation.

The Indian High Commission confirmed the issue has
been formally raised with the Australian government,
emphasizing the need to ensure the safety of Indian
diplomatic staff and premises.

This is the latest in a series of attacks on Indian
missions and cultural sites in Australia, some linked to
pro-Khalistani groups. Prime Minister Narendra Modi
had previously raised the issue with Australian Prime
Minister Anthony Albanese, who pledged cooperation.
India has renewed its call for stronger security
measures to prevent such incidents. [Financial
Express]

India-Mauritius deepen strategic ties
through renewable energy cooperation

(Im) India and Mauritius have strengthened their
strategic partnership through a renewed focus on
clean energy cooperation, following a request from
Mauritius for India’s technical assistance in
transitioning to renewable energy. In response, India
will dispatch a team of experts to Mauritius in May
2025 to guide energy planning, regulatory reforms, and
pilot renewable projects. The collaboration supports
Mauritius's goal to source 60 percent of its electricity
from renewables by 2030, with a particular interest in
offshore hydrogen. [Devdiscourse] [mint]

This latest development builds on the two countries’
decision in March 2025 to upgrade their relationship to
an “enhanced strategic partnership,” during Indian
Prime Minister Narendra Modi's visit to Port Louis. The
visit saw the signing of eight bilateral agreements and
a reaffirmation of both sides’ commitment to a “free,
safe, secure and open Indian Ocean.” India also
pledged USD 11 million for development initiatives,
including constructing a new Mauritian parliament.

Analysts view the deepening of ties as part of New
Delhi's broader effort to counter China's growing
influence in the Indian Ocean. China’s trade with
Mauritius has surged, bolstered by a free trade
agreement that took effect in 2021. India, in turn, has
expanded its naval cooperation with Mauritius and
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supported infrastructure development in the Agalega
Islands, enabling strategic maritime surveillance.

India also reiterated support for Mauritius's claim over
the Chagos Islands, aligning with its broader
decolonization stance while implicitly favoring the
continuation of the U.S.-UK military base on Diego
Garcia—a move seen as balancing regional power
dynamics with American involvement.

Indonesian President Prabowo warns of
global anxiety over U.S. tariffs, urges
revival of domestic products

(mo) Indonesian President Prabowo expressed
concern over the potential global economic downturn
resulting from U.S. President Donald Trump's new
tariff policy, calling the new tariffs a source of global
uncertainty. At the Jakarta economic forum on April 8,
he emphasized the importance of national economic
resilience in response to the looming global trade war.

On April 2, the Trump Administration imposed 10 per
cent universal tariffs on all imported goods, followed
by higher country-specific tariff rates, including a 32
per cent tariff rate on Indonesian products. Prabowo
responded with the reaffirmation of Indonesia’s long-
standing aspiration to achieve economic self-reliance
while engaging diplomatically with the US to address
trade imbalances refraining from reciprocal tariffs.
Indonesia planned to dispatch a delegation led by
Coordinating Minister Airlangga Hartarto to
Washington from April 16-23 to ease trade and tariff
tensions. This delegation hopes to reduce the ongoing
tariffs on Indonesia by providing import incentives and
easing non-tariff barriers for US goods. [Antara News1]

On April 9, following his speech at the Jakarta
Economic Forum, Prabowo met with former President
Megawati Soekarnoputri in Jakarta, to further discuss
the ongoing tariff issues. Both leaders viewed the tariff
escalation as an opportunity to boost local industry, as
the rising cost of imports could stimulate consumer
interest in Indonesian products and create space for
domestic industries to expand. [Antara News2]
[Reuters]

The Indonesian government is now finding broader
market access for Indonesian products in Europe,
China, and BRICS countries, to reduce the tariff's
impacts on the economy. [Antara News3]
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Indonesian President Prabowo Subianto
on Middle East tour

(th/mo) Indonesian President Prabowo Subianto has
been on his Middle Eastern tour since April 9 to hold
bilateral talks with leaders in the region.

Indonesia’s role in Gaza crisis

According to Prabowo, the purpose of this visit is to
respond to the international community's call for
Indonesia to play a more active role in resolving the
crisis in Gaza, making use of its status as a non-aligned
nation, and its position as a country that is home to the
world's largest Muslim population.

Ahead of the trip, Prabowo also detailed Indonesia’s
plans to increase humanitarian aid to Gaza. To date,
Indonesia has provided aid to the Palestinian people in
Gaza, including food, medical supplies, medicines,
clothing, and clean water through El Arish, Egypt, and
via airdrops with the Jordanian Air Force. Regarding
medical assistance, Indonesia has also stationed its
hospital ship, KRI, dr. Radjiman Wedyodiningrat in El
Arish, Egypt to treat incoming war casualties from
Gaza. Additionally, the country maintains a medical
team in Rafah, Gaza, providing health services at the
United Arab Emirates field hospital.

Prabowo further stated that Indonesia intends to
provide temporary refuge for injured Gazans and
orphans. To facilitate this, Indonesia plans to deploy its
aircraft for evacuations subject to certain conditions,
including “approval by all parties”. Prabowo also
clarified that the evacuees are expected to return once
the situation in Gaza stabilizes. Reports indicated that
Indonesia is willing to shelter approximately 1,000
Gazans in the initial phase.

Prabowo indicated that this plan will be discussed with
the Palestinian government, through this dispatch of
Indonesian Foreign Affairs Minister Sugiono to meet
with his Palestinian counterpart. [Antara News 1]
Jakarta Globe 1] [Jakarta Globe 2]

Indonesia, UAE sign eight cooperation agreements

Prabowo and United Arab Emirates (UAE) President
Mohamed bin Zayed Al Nahyan signed eight bilateral
agreements to expand their bilateral ties, during the
Prabowo's visit to UAE on April 9. According to press
release from Indonesian president's website, these
agreements cover government, business, and cross-
sector cooperation strengthening the bilateral ties in
major strategic sectors. [President, Indonesia, in
Indonesian]
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The deals include memoranda of understanding
(MoUs) on corporation on food and climate change,
fisheries, security and counterterrorism, and Islamic
affairs. Business related agreements involve milk
production investment between Indonesia’s Ministry of
Agriculture and UAE's Al-Ain Farms, and a defense
partnership between Indonesis's PT Pindad and Dubai-
based Ninety-Degree General Trading LLC. Moreover,
two energy sector MOUs were also signed by
Indonesian state electricity company PLN and UAE's
Masdar for supporting the development of floating
solar power plants at Cirata and Jatigede in Indonesia.

In addition to signing bilateral agreements, the
meeting also discussed the ongoing regional and
international issues, including the recent US's tariffs
and conflict in Gaza. [Antara News 2] [The Pinnacle
Gazette]

Indonesia, Tiirkiye strengthen strategic cooperation across
various sectors

During Prabowo's visit to Turkiye on April 10, Indonesia
and Turkiye signed three MoUs to enhance
cooperation in disaster management, public
communication, culture and education.

The first MOU signed between Indonesia’s National
Disaster Mitigation Agency (BNPB) and Turkiye's
Disaster and Emergency Management Authority (AFAD)
was cooperation in disaster emergency response. This
MOU focuses on human resource development,
emergency response simulations, joint studies, and
mutual assistance during natural disasters with the
development of an action plan to guide
implementation. [Antara News 3]

Next, two additional agreements were concluded
between the countries’ respective presidential offices
and cultural ministries. The second MOU on public
communication fostered bilateral cooperation in media
and public relations, while the third MOU enhanced
the increased cooperation in cultural settings. [Antara
News 4]

In addition to signing those three MOUs, Indonesian
Minister of Higher Education, Science, and Technology
Brian Yuliarto and Turkish Higher Education Council
President Erol Ozvar agreed to establish a Joint
Working Group with a kick-off meeting scheduled for
May 22. This meeting is aimed at bolstering
cooperation in higher education and research,
including agriculture, artificial intelligence,
semiconductors, health, and energy, as well as joint
and double degree programs at the graduate level.
Plans are also underway to open an Indonesian
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Language and Literature program at Istanbul
University. [Antara News 5]

In defense Prabowo also expressed Indonesia’s
interest in participating in Turkiye's development of
fifth generation “Kaan” jet fighters and submarine joint
development. The two countries announced their
agreement on the creation of a joint defense company,
without disclosing further details. [Antara News 6]

Furthermore, the meeting also focused on the bilateral
trade between Indonesia and Turkiye. During their
meeting at the Turkish presidential palace in Ankara,
the two leaders committed to increasing annual trade
volume from the current USD 3 billion to USD 10
billion. Both leaders announced the acceleration of
negotiations on a preferential trade agreement (PTA)
as a steppingstone to a comprehensive economic
partnership agreement (CEPA), emphasizing the need
to remove trade barriers and build economic strength.
[Antara News 7]

Indonesia, Egypt transform bilateral ties to strategic
partnership

In Egypt, Prabowo and Egyptian President Abdel Fattah
El-Sisi agreed to upgrade bilateral relations to a
strategic partnership level. In their April 12 meeting at
Al-Ittihadiya Palace, two presidents pledged to conduct
cooperation in multiple sectors, including politics,
defense, economy, education, and culture while
honoring the historical relationship and shared values.
[Antara News 8]

In addition, the presidents held talks on regional
geopolitics, particularly the humanitarian crisis in Gaza,
caused by the Israeli invasion, affirming Indonesia’s
readiness to help the Palestinian people in Gaza.

Indonesia, Qatar formalize strategic dialogue

In Qatar, Prabowo and Emir Tamim bin Hamad Al
Thani of Qatar deepened their bilateral ties with the
signing of a memorandum of understanding (MoU) on
strategic dialogue between the two governments. This
MOU aims to advance sectoral cooperation between
Indonesia and Qatar through annual ministerial-level
strategic dialogue, senior officials' preparatory
meetings, and ad hoc working groups. The cross-
sectoral cooperation includes foreign policy
coordination, energy, food security, technology, and
the protection of Indonesian migrant workers in Qatar.
[Antara News 9]

In addition, Prabowo announced that Qatar has
committed to invest USD 2 billion in Indonesia’s
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sovereign investment agency, Daya Anagata Nusantara
(Danantara). Prabowo emphasized this investment
reflects Qatar's intention to elevate its partnership with
Indonesia and the success of his government's
economic diplomacy. [Tempo.co]

Indonesia and Jordan bolster bilateral collaboration

In Jordan, Prabowo and King Abdullah Il of Jordan
signed three memoranda of understanding in
agriculture, education, and religious affairs, and a
defense cooperation pact, marking the 75th
anniversary of Indonesia-Jordan diplomatic relations.
[Antara News 10]

In addition to enhancing bilateral ties through MOUs
and a defense agreement, the two leaders discussed
regional developments, including the war in Gaza and
instability in Syria and Lebanon. They found common
ground on the importance of maintaining the historical
and legal status of Jerusalem'’s holy sites, condemning
the Israeli oppressive actions against Muslims at Al
Agsa Mosque. President Prabowo also affirmed the
Indonesian support for Palestinian statehood and
Jordan's safeguarding efforts for holy sites in
Jerusalem.[The Jordan Times] [Middle East Monitor]

The visit to Jordan marked the end of Prabowo’s state
visit to the Middle East, which included the UAE,
Tarkiye, Egypt, Qatar and Jordan. [Kompas]

Japanese high-speed trains on India’s
purchase list

(dql) India is considering adopting Japan’s next-
generation E10 series shinkansen, developed by East
Japan Railway Co. (JR East), for its high-speed rail
project between Ahmedabad and Mumbai. The 500-
kilometer line, aimed at cutting travel time to about
two hours, is a flagship initiative of Japan-India
cooperation, featuring Japan's shinkansen technology.

The E10 series, expected to begin service on Japan's
Tohoku line in fiscal year 2030, can reach speeds of up
to 320 km/h and boasts advanced safety features,
according to JR East. Although construction in India
began with a 2017 groundbreaking, delays in land
acquisition have pushed back the original 2023 launch
target. [Kyodo News]

Japan dispatches second medical team to
earthquake-stricken Myanmar
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(ad) Japan sent a second medical team to Myanmar on
Saturday of April 12 to help address growing
healthcare needs following a powerful 7.7-magnitude
earthquake that struck on March 28, Foreign Minister
Takeshi Iwaya announced through press conference
on April 11.

The 37-member team was accompanied by
humanitarian supplies, including water tanks and tents
for schools in Mandalay, near the quake’s epicenter.
This followed an earlier dispatch of a 32-member team
with medical personnel and relief supplies.

Considering the disaster, Myanmar's ruling junta and
several ethnic minority groups have declared a
temporary ceasefire to facilitate relief efforts, which
Iwaya emphasized is crucial for effective humanitarian
support. [Kyodo News]

Japanese Prime Minister Ishiba seeks
mutually beneficial outcome in tariff
negotiations with the US

(ad) Prime Minister Shigeru Ishiba has directed
Economic Revitalization Minister Ryosei Akazawa to
lead upcoming tariff negotiations with the United
States, aiming for a mutually beneficial outcome. Ishiba
emphasized the need for a united, all-of-government
approach to protect Japan's export-driven economy,
which he described as facing a "national crisis" due to
the impact of recent U.S. tariff measures under
President Donald Trump.

Akazawa, expected to visit the US for three days
starting April 16, pledged to prioritize the talks and
secure favorable results for Japan. Akazawa was
scheduled to meet U.S. Treasury Secretary Scott
Bessent and Trade Representative Jamieson Greer in
Washington. Chief Cabinet Secretary Yoshimasa
Hayashi stated the goal is to press the U.S. to
reconsider its tariff measures. [Kyodo News 1]

While some U.S. tariffs have been temporarily paused,
significant duties—especially on key sectors like autos,
steel, and aluminum—remain in effect, prompting
Japan to seek their removal.

Ishiba also expressed concern over Trump's broader
strategy, which includes linking trade talks to defense
issues, such as Japan's financial contributions under
the bilateral security treaty. Despite Trump's 90-day
reprieve, a baseline 10 percent tariff remains, with
Japan facing a 24 percent tariff prior to the pause.
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With global markets rattled by the escalating U.S.-
China trade war, Ishiba reaffirmed Japan’s commitment
to a rules-based trade system and warned against
protectionism. In a call with British Prime Minister Keir
Starmer, he agreed that a calm and pragmatic
approach is essential, rejecting trade wars as harmful
to all sides. [The Mainichi] [Kyodo News 2]

Chinese President Xi Jinping's Malaysia
visit expected to boost investment and
trade

(tl) Chinese President Xi Jinping's three-day state visit to
Malaysia this week is anticipated to enhance bilateral
relations, particularly in high-value investments,
technology cooperation, and trade. This marks Xi's
first visit since Anwar Ibrahim became Prime Minister
and his second trip to Malaysia in 12 years. Experts
hope the visit will increase Chinese investments in
high-tech manufacturing, job creation, and technology
transfer.

Analysts also see potential in future infrastructure
cooperation, such as the High-Speed Rail (HSR) project,
following the progress of the East Coast Rail Link
(ECRL). Additionally, removing non-tariff trade barriers,
especially in sectors like durians and bird’s nests, could
expand market access under the Regional
Comprehensive Economic Partnership (RCEP)
agreements.

Beyond economic ties, there's a strong emphasis on
strengthening people-to-people relations through
educational and cultural exchanges, which are seen as
vital for long-term collaboration. The visit comes as
Malaysia and China celebrate over 50 years of
diplomatic relations, with China remaining Malaysia’s
top trading partner for 16 consecutive years.

In 2024, bilateral trade reached USD 106.04 billion,
making up 16.8 percent of Malaysia’s global trade.
[Free Malaysia Today]

Meanwhile, Prime Minister Anwar Ibrahim has raised
concerns that the United States' retaliatory import
tariffs, particularly those targeting China, could
indirectly harm Malaysia's economy and disrupt its
trade relations with China, one of Malaysia's major
trade partners.

Although Malaysia is currently exempt from the full
impact of the new tariffs due to a 90-day suspension
announced by the US, a flat 10 percent tariff still
applies. Anwar warned that Malaysia, as a trade-
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dependent nation, remains vulnerable to the global
shifts in trade policy and stressed that any disruption
to China's economic stability could have ripple effects
on Malaysian exports and investment flows.
[Malaymail]

Malaysia’s Melaka strengthens ties with
China’s Guangxi amid boost in tourism

(tl) Malaysia’'s Melaka state has seen a surge in Chinese
tourist arrivals, increasing from 204,000 in 2023 to
664,000 last year, thanks to stronger ties with China’s
Guangxi Zhuang Autonomous Region. During Guangxi
Governor Lan Tianli's visit to Melaka on April 9, Chief
Minister Ab Rauf Yusoh announced that the Visit
Melaka Year campaign would extend to 2026 to
support national tourism goals.

The visit also marked deeper education and industry
ties, with the launch of the China-Malaysia TVET
Industry-Education Alliance and a Letter of Intent
signed between Universiti Teknikal Malaysia Melaka
and Guangxi Minzu University.

Additionally, 15 scholarships were offered to Malaysian
students for TVET programs in Guangxi, with five slots
reserved for students from Melaka. Further
collaborations across various sectors are expected.
[Bernamal]

Malaysia and Philippines deepen
maritime cooperation

(tl) Malaysia and the Philippines have strengthened
their maritime diplomacy through a recent high-level
meeting between the Malaysian Maritime Enforcement
Agency (MMEA) and the Philippine Coast Guard (PCG).
The dialogue, held during the maiden visit of PCG's
offshore patrol vessel BRP Gabriela Silang to Malaysia,
focused on addressing cross-border challenges such as
smuggling, human trafficking, and non-traditional
maritime threats.

Both sides agreed to enhance cooperation in maritime
law enforcement, boost human capital development,
and improve preparedness for maritime emergencies,
particularly in high-risk areas like the Sulu and Celebes
Seas. It also featured joint training exercises,
coordination drills, and knowledge exchange to
improve emergency response and operational
collaboration. [Bernama]


https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-sdtkidy-l-dih/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-sdtkidy-l-dik/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-sdtkidy-l-diu/

Malaysia and Turkiye launch joint
committee to boost higher education ties

(tl) Malaysia and Turkiye have formed a Joint Working
Committee to deepen bilateral cooperation in higher
education. The initiative was formalized during the first
Malaysia-Turkiye Joint Committee Meeting, co-chaired
by Higher Education Minister Datuk Seri Zambry Abd
Kadir and Turkiye's Higher Education Council
President, Professor Erol Ozvar, alongside the Eurasia
Higher Education Summit (EURIE) 2025 in Istanbul.

Key outcomes included agreements to co-fund
research in strategic areas, enhance scholarship
opportunities, and strengthen Technical and
Vocational Education and Training (TVET) and
polytechnic education in priority fields like maritime,
engineering and technology. Annual meetings will
alternate between both countries, with Malaysia set to
host in 2026. Several MoUs and Letters of Intent were
also signed between Malaysian and Turkish
universities. [Bernamal

Turkey to donate TCG Volkan fast attack
craft to Maldives as part of defense
cooperation

(Im) Turkey will donate the Dogan-class fast attack craft
TCG Volkan (P-343) to the Maldives under a bilateral
defense agreement aimed at enhancing the Maldives
National Defence Force's (MNDF) maritime capabilities.
The vessel, currently undergoing repairs at a naval
shipyard in Istanbul, is expected to arrive in the
Maldives by July 2025.

The agreement includes not only the ship transfer but
also comprehensive equipment and training support.
Training for Maldivian naval officers began in Turkey
on April 7 and will continue until May 9. Upon the
vessel's arrival, the Turkish Navy will conduct an
additional two weeks of advanced onboard training in
the Maldives.

The donation follows President Mohamed Muizzu's
state visit to Turkey—his first foreign trip after taking
office—where defense cooperation was a central
agenda item. It also aligns with the government's
broader strategy to bolster national defense
capabilities and maritime security in the Indian Ocean.
[the edition]
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Maldives provides food aid to Palestine
through Zakat Fund

(sl) The Maldives Zakat House, using contributions
received through the national Zakat Fund, provided
food aid worth MVR 500,000 (USD 32,400) to Gaza.

The aid was officially handed over to the ISRA
Association, which coordinated and delivered the
supplies in partnership with humanitarian
organizations operating in Gaza. The ISRA Association
also covered all costs associated with the
transportation and distribution of the supplies within
Gaza, ensured that the entire Zakat allocation was
directed solely toward purchasing food for those in
need.

This initiative is part of the Maldives' broader
humanitarian support for Palestine. The Zakat Fund
has previously been used to provide significant
assistance to Gaza, reaffirming the Maldives' long-
standing commitment to international solidarity and
relief efforts.

The Ministry of Islamic Affairs thanked the ISRA
Association and local aid organizations in Gaza for
their role in facilitating the delivery of the aid, and
expressed gratitude to all Maldivians whose Zakat
contributions made the assistance possible. [Ministry
of Islamic Affairs - Republic of Maldives]

Mongolia, Laos to strengthen digital
cooperation

(fs) Mongolia's Minister of Digital Development,
Innovation, and Communications Baatarkhuu Tsend
held a meeting with Ambassador of the Lao People's
Democratic Republic to Mongolia Hongkeo Souksavath
on April 9 to advance bilateral cooperation in the field
of information technology.

Tsend proposed sharing the source code of e-Mongolia
to help Laos develop a similar system, tentatively
named e-Laos. E-Mongolia is a digital platform
launched by the Government of Mongolia in October
2020 to streamline access to public services, allowing
citizens to obtain government services online.

Both sides agreed that this initiative would promote
greater transparency, efficiency, and accessibility in
public administration. They also discussed
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collaboration on digital economy development and the
exchange of best practices.

This meeting builds on momentum from recent high-
level visits, including reciprocal state visits in 2023 and
2024, during which both nations signed
Memorandums of Understanding on public service
reform and other sectors. [Montsame]

Mongolia, Uzbekistan reaffirm
commitment to deepen bilateral
cooperation

(fs) A Mongolian parliamentary delegation led by
Deputy Speaker Bulgantuya Khurelbaatar met with
Chairperson of the Senate of the Oliy Maijlis of
Uzbekistan Tanzila Narbaev on April 8 in Tashkent.

he meeting took place during the 150th Assembly of
the Inter-Parliamentary Union (IPU), an international
organization of national parliaments, hosted for the
first time in Central Asia by Uzbekistan.

Narbaeva highlighted the importance of strengthening
legal frameworks and promoting parliamentary
exchanges. She noted the participation of a Mongolian
delegation, led by MP S. Erdenebat, as observers in
Uzbekistan's 2024 parliamentary elections. She also
emphasized the deepening friendship between the two
countries, reinforced by the State Visit of Mongolian
President Ukhnaagiin Khirelstkh in June 2024 and the
opening of Mongolia’s Embassy in Uzbekistan.

Khurelbaatar emphasized the importance of
enhancing economic cooperation, particularly in
agriculture.

Both sides reaffirmed their commitment to fostering
inter-parliamentary ties and enhancing collaboration in
sectors with high economic potential. They agreed to
expand cooperation to support regional integration
and mutual development. [Montsame]

Mongolia, USA discuss strategic
partnership

(fs) Prime Minister of Mongolia Oyun-Erdene
Luvsannamsrai met with U.S. Ambassador to Mongolia
Richard Buangan on April 13 to discuss the
advancement of the Strategic Third Neighbor
Partnership between the two countries.
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During the meeting, both sides exchanged views on
ongoing bilateral efforts and prospects for enhancing
cooperation. Buangan also provided an overview of the
policies and initiatives of the new U.S. Administration.
[Montsame]

Mongolia, Croatia hold fourth political
consultative meeting

(fs) The Fourth Political Consultation between the
Ministries of Foreign Affairs of Mongolia and Croatia
took place in Ulaanbaatar on April 14.

The meeting was chaired by State Secretary of the
Mongolian Ministry L. MonkhtUsig and State Secretary
for Political Affairs of the Croatian Ministry Frano
Matusic.

Both sides discussed long-term development policies
and exchanged views on expanding cooperation in the
areas of forest management, tourism, and education.

They also emphasized the importance of increasing
trade and investment and reaffirmed their
commitment to collaborate within the United Nations
and other international organizations. [Ministry of
Foreign Affairs, Mongolial

Mongolia, France reaffirm environmental
cooperation

(fs) Mongolia’s Minister of Environment and Climate
Change Odontuya Saldan met with the Ambassador of
France to Mongolia Corinne Pereira Da Silva on April 11
to discuss bilateral cooperation in the environmental
sector.

Saldan reaffirmed Mongolia's commitment to
expanding environmental collaboration and
emphasized priorities such as green transition, climate
change mitigation, and water resource management.

She also noted Mongolia’s preparations to host the
17th session of the Conference of the Parties to the
United Nations Convention to Combat Desertification
(COP17) in 2026, which both sides viewed as a strategic
opportunity to deepen cooperation. [Montsame]
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Myanmar's NUG urges India to support
spring revolution, warns of rising Chinese
influence

(nf) Myanmar's National Unity Government (NUG) is
appealing to India to increase engagement with the
pro-democracy groups in Myanmar and shift from its
present stance of walking a tightrope in relations with
the junta military regime. India-based NUG spokesman
Aung Nay Nyo claimed that it is time for India to "step
in aggressively" in support of the Spring Revolution,
asserting that the military regime controls less than 30
percent of Myanmar and is facing mounting internal
resistance.

Even though India has reasserted its call for the return
of democracy and pledged humanitarian aid following
the devastating March 28 earthquake, it is sticking to
diplomatic and strategic engagement with the junta—a
position the NUG accuses as being aged and
disconnected from reality on the ground. Aung Nay
Nyo criticized India's "short-sighted" border security
and infrastructure-dominated policy and urged New
Delhi to recognize the NUG, enhance its diplomatic
profile in India, and support the resistance with
material assistance.

Referring to historic friendship between India and
Myanmar, surging anti-China sentiments in sensitive
regions of the country, the NUG regards India as its
natural ally. However, Aung Nay Nyo warned of
increasing Chinese domination, with allegations of
camouflaged military units protecting Chinese
undertakings, and urged India to adopt cautious
measures.

Even though the NUG lacks proper military equipment
and is beset by internal problemes, it is sure that the
junta will fall "this year or the next." With over 400,000
troops, the military's strength lies in organization but
morale is low and desertions are on the rise. [The
Diplomat]

Malaysian Prime Minister to meet
Myanmar junta chief in Bangkok for
earthquake relief talks

(anl) On April 14, Malaysian Prime Minister and ASEAN
Chair Anwar Ibrahim announced he will meet
Myanmar's junta chief Min Aung Hlaing in Bangkok this
week, as the general makes a rare trip abroad to
discuss earthquake relief efforts.
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ASEAN has barred Myanmar’s junta officials from
summits since the 2021 coup that ousted civilian
leader Aung San Suu Kyi and plunged the country into
civil war. However, Anwar said the meeting, scheduled
for April 17, will focus on ensuring the safety of
Malaysian aid workers deployed after last month's 7.7-
magnitude earthquake.

While the junta declared a ceasefire following the
quake, fighting reportedly continues in parts of the
country. Anwar stated that he would urge Min Aung
Hlaing to extend the truce beyond its April 22 expiry.

The meeting is expected to take place on the sidelines
of Anwar’s discussions with Thai leaders about ongoing
floods in southern Thailand, near the Malaysian
border. [Irrawaddy]

US tariffs threaten Myanmar's
earthquake recovery as death toll rises
and humanitarian crisis deepens

(nf) Myanmar garment manufacturers have cautioned
that new US tariffs threaten to derail the country's
fragile recovery from the devastating March 28
earthquake, which has left at least 3,645 dead and over
5,000 injured. As part of President Donald Trump's
sweeping trade measures, Myanmar is hit with a 44
percent tariff on exports to the US—an extra blow to
an economy already tottering from widespread
destruction, fighting, and poverty.

The Myanmar Garment Manufacturers Association
(MGMA), representing an industry that employs over
half a million people, predominantly young women,
has been gravely concerned, urging the US to rethink
the tariff amidst the country's many compounding
crises.

The earthquake has added to Myanmar's escalating
humanitarian crisis, further straining a population
already traumatized by civil war, displacement, and
severe cuts in international aid, including the World
Food Programme's recent decision to reduce aid to
one million people because of a funding deficit.
[Mizzima] [Irrawaddy]

Nepal geological study for Kerung
Kathmandu railway enters final phase
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The geological study for the proposed Kerung-
Kathmandu railway, backed by Chinese technical and
financial support, is now in its final phase. Of the 80
planned drilling sites across Kathmandu, Nuwakot, and
Rasuwa, testing has been completed at 75 locations,
with 90% of soil analysis finished. Samples—including
soil, rock, and water—are being tested both in Nepal
and China, depending on local lab capacity.

The project, delayed at times by local land resistance,
road inaccessibility, and landslides, is now progressing
smoothly. The Chinese technical team, which began
the feasibility study in December 2022, is working with
Nepal's Department of Railways, and aims to complete
the study within its 42-month timeframe, 27 months of
which have already passed.

Once complete, the study will define costs, length,
timeline, and the number of tunnels, bridges, and
stations. A detailed project report (DPR) will follow.
Early estimates put the cost of the 72 km railway from
Rasuwagadhi to Kathmandu at Rs271.36 billion.

The project gained momentum after high-level
agreements during Chinese President Xi Jinping's 2019
visit and a 2022 MoU signed during Foreign Minister
Wang Yi's Nepal trip. Nepal's Ministry of Physical
Infrastructure and Transport has been actively
facilitating the study. [The Kathmandu Post]

North Korean leader Kim Jong-Un sends
educational aid to pro-North Korea
schools in Japan

(kp) North Korean leader Kim Jong-un has sent an
educational aid fund and stipends totaling JPY 287
million (USD 1.99 million) to the General Association of
Korean Residents in Japan, a pro-Pyongyang
organization. The fund comes in time for the
celebration of the upcoming 113th birthday of Kim’s
grandfather and North Korea's founder, Kim Il-sung.

According to a report by the Korean Central News
Agency (KCNA) on April 14, the money is intended to
support the "democratic national education of Korean
children in Japan." The North Korean government has
long framed its annual financial support for overseas
Korean schools as part of its ideological and cultural
preservation efforts among the Korean diaspora.
[Korean Central New Agency]

This marks the latest installment in an ongoing
tradition among the Kim leaders. Combined, the Kim
dynasty—Kim lIl-sung, Kim Jong-il, and Kim Jong-un—
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has reportedly sent nearly 50 billion yen over 171
separate occasions to support ethnic Korean children
aligned with Pyongyang in Japan. Observers believe
these educational donations are a strategic move
aimed at cultivating loyalty among young generations
of ethnic Koreans living in Japan. The aid has also been
accompanied by the resumption of visits to North
Korea by officials and students affiliated with the
organization following the easing of the country’s strict
COVID-19 border controls. [Yonhap News Agency]

U.S. designates North Korea's new tactical
missile as KN-35 amid growing concerns
over deployment

(dqgl) The United States has reportedly designated
North Korea's latest close-range ballistic missile (CRBM)
as the KN-35, marking the first new classification in this
category since the KN-23, KN-24, and KN-25 series.
According to South Korean military sources, the
designation was shared with Seoul following a series of
test launches that began in April 2022.

The KN-35 closely resembles South Korea's KTSSM and
is often referred to as the “North Korean KTSSM.”
Pyongyang has reportedly conducted at least five test
launches of the system, most recently in March 2025.

Additional missile designations have also emerged: an
enlarged version of the KN-23 is now labeled KN-30,
and a mini submarine-launched ballistic missile (SLBM)
is called KN-33. All three are believed to be capable of
carrying the tactical nuclear warhead Hwasan-31.

In August 2024, North Korean state media announced
the delivery of 250 mobile launch vehicles for the new
tactical missile to frontline units. Satellite imagery and
internal assessments indicate ongoing deployment,
potentially enabling hundreds of launch-ready
systems. Each vehicle reportedly carries four missile
tubes, heightening concerns over a possible saturation
strike.

Analysts note that the missiles fly at altitudes below 30
km and have a range of approximately 150 km,
complicating interception efforts. While South Korean
defense documents do not use the KN designations,
the U.S. employs them for internal classification and
allied coordination. [Defense Blog]

Meanwhile, Admiral Samuel Paparo, head of U.S. Indo-
Pacific Command, warned the Senate that China and
North Korea’'s growing military support for Russia in
the Ukraine war poses a serious security risk to the
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Indo-Pacific. In return, Moscow is providing both
countries with critical military assistance.

Testifying before the Senate Armed Services
Committee, Paparo specified that China has supplied
70 percent of Russia’s machine tools and 90 percent of
its legacy semiconductors, potentially receiving
submarine and other military technologies in
exchange. He also noted North Korea has sent
“thousands, maybe hundreds of thousands” of artillery
shells and short-range missiles to Russia, likely
receiving air defense systems in return.

Paparo also warned that North Korea's nuclear and
missile programs pose a direct threat to the U.S. and
its allies. Reports indicate Pyongyang has even
deployed troops to support Russia in Ukraine. [South
China Morning Post]

Over 126,000 North Korean phishing
emails sent to South Koreans

(fn) North Korea has been identified as the source of a
large-scale phishing campaign targeting South
Koreans, according to the Korean National Police
Agency (KNPA). Between November 2023 and January
2024, a North Korean hacking group sent 126,266
phishing emails to 17,744 South Korean individuals in a
bid to obtain personal information.

The scam emails were classified into around 30
different categories, presenting deceptive offers such
as insider political information, concert tickets, tax
reimbursements, daily horoscopes, and health
updates. One particular email misleadingly claimed to
provide classified documents from the Defense
Counterintelligence Command about an alleged
martial law declaration by former President Yoon Suk
Yeol, which was sent to 54 recipients.

When individuals clicked on the links within the emails,
they were redirected to phishing websites intended to
capture portal site account IDs and passwords.

The KNPA verified that the infrastructure used in the
attacks, comprising servers and IP addresses, matched
to those utilized in previous North Korean
cyberattacks. The IP addresses were traced to areas
between North Korea and Liaoning Province in China.

Targeted individuals included government officials,
researchers, and journalists involved in sensitive

domains such as national defense, diplomacy, and
unification. To date, 120 individuals have had their
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account information and contact details stolen after
engaging in the phishing emails. [Yonhap News
Agency]

China, Pakistan agree to deepen air force
cooperation through joint drills, defense
technology collaboration

(Im) Pakistan and China have agreed to intensify
cooperation between their air forces, including joint
drills and tactical-level training, as part of efforts to
revitalize their longstanding defense partnership. The
decision was made during a visit to Beijing by
Pakistan's Air Chief Marshal Zaheer Ahmed Baber
Sidhu, who met with China’s Defense Minister Dong
Jun and senior air force officials.

Both sides reaffirmed their commitment to expanding
joint air exercises under complex, multi-domain
scenarios aimed at preparing for evolving air and
space warfare challenges. The partnership also
includes a focus on training air and ground crews in
aggressive tactical operations.

Discussions also centered on co-development of
defense technologies, including unmanned aerial
systems and electronic warfare capabilities. The
Pakistani air chief invited Chinese firms to invest in
Pakistan's National Aerospace Science & Technology
Park, offering incentives for collaboration in drone
systems, space programs, and related technologies.

The visit reinforces the strategic defense and economic
ties between the two countries, which already co-
develop the JF-17 Thunder fighter jet—now part of
Pakistan's fleet and exported to countries such as
Nigeria, Myanmar, and Azerbaijan. The strengthened
military engagement is seen as part of the broader
China-Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC) framework.
[Arab News]

Terrorism remains a main hurdle to
better relations between Pakistan and
Afghanistan

(tj) Pakistan recently reminded Afghanistan that
terrorism remains a major impediment to improving
bilateral relations amid ongoing concerns over militant
sanctuaries across the border.
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According to Pakistan’s Foreign Office spokesman
Shafgat Ali Khan, Pakistan has been trying to improve
relations, but the major roadblock remains the security
situation and the sanctuaries enjoyed by terrorists.

Pakistan's Special Representative for Afghanistan,
Ambassador Muhammad Sadiq, visited Kabul last
month, where both sides agreed to sustain
engagement on key issues, including security, trade,
and refugees. One of the key agreements reached was
to hold the JCC meeting before mid-April. Afghan
Commerce Minister Nooruddin Azizi was also expected
to visit Islamabad after Eid.

However, tensions have remained high. Ambassador
Sadiq warned that all deals with Afghanistan are off if
the Taliban authorities fail to address Pakistan’s
mounting concerns about terrorism emanating from
Afghan territory.

It should be noted that, since the Taliban returned to
power in August 2021, terrorism has emerged as a
growing source of strain between the two countries.
Pakistan has accused Afghanistan of allowing militant
groups, especially the Tehreek-i-Taliban Pakistan (TTP),
to operate from Afghan soil, intensifying cross-border
attacks and undermining diplomatic efforts.

Islamabad, once hopeful that a Taliban-led Afghanistan
would bring a more cooperative regional partner, has
since grown wary as militant activity has surged. The
lack of action against these groups has led to repeated
diplomatic friction and cast a shadow over economic
and security collaborations. [Dawn]

Pakistan to propose more U.S. imports in
bid to ease trade tensions and offset
tariffs

Pakistan is preparing to send a high-level delegation to
the United States within the next two weeks to
negotiate a resolution to the 29 percent tariff imposed
by President Donald Trump on Pakistani exports. The
move is part of a broader U.S. tariff hike targeting
dozens of countries over trade imbalances. Trump
cited Pakistan's 58 percent tariff on U.S. goods as the
reason for the reciprocal measure.

During a strategy meeting chaired by Prime Minister
Shehbaz Sharif, officials decided to focus on expanding
U.S. exports to Pakistan as a potential way to reduce
the trade gap and avoid escalation. Proposed imports
may include U.S. cotton, liquefied natural gas (LNG),
and petroleum products. According to the Ministry of
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Commerce, Pakistan's trade surplus with the U.S. stood
at USD 3 billion in 2024, with 76.7 percent of Pakistani
exports to the U.S. coming from textiles and apparel.

Industry leaders argue that Pakistan’s economic impact
on the overall U.S. trade deficit is modest, contributing
just 0.25 percent, and that a reciprocal approach could
be avoided through constructive negotiation. The All
Pakistan Textile Manufacturers Association (APTMA)
emphasized Pakistan’s dependency on the U.S. market
for textiles and warned that a 10 percent decline in
textile exports could cost the sector USD 350 million,
though the current tariff is still lower than those
imposed on competitors like Bangladesh, China, and
Vietnam.

APTMA proposed substituting Brazilian cotton with
duty-free U.S. cotton and allowing direct U.S. LNG
imports to lower energy costs. The Rice Exporters
Association of Pakistan (REAP) noted that U.S. rice
imports are already limited to Pakistan and India due
to strict safety standards, and Pakistani rice is more
compliant. REAP warned that the tariff may harm U.S.
buyers more than Pakistani exporters, and suggested
reciprocal tariffs on U.S. food products if talks fail.

The government is consulting stakeholders across
sectors as it formulates its position and awaits a
confirmed date for the U.S. visit, following the prime
minister’s trip to Belarus. [Arab News]

Pakistan looks to strengthen U.S.
economic and security ties as Washington
eyes mineral investments

(Im/sn) Pakistan is seeking to strengthen trade,
investment, and counterterrorism ties with the United
States amid renewed diplomatic engagement,
highlighted by a high-level visit from U.S. official Eric
Meyer during the Pakistan Minerals Investment Forum
in Islamabad on April 8-9. Meyer, Acting Assistant
Secretary for the U.S. State Department’s Bureau of
South and Central Asian Affairs, led a delegation
exploring opportunities in Pakistan's largely untapped
mineral sector—estimated to be worth USD 6 trillion.

During a meeting with Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif,
Meyer conveyed growing American interest in the
country’s Shariah-compliant investment landscape and
emphasized that U.S. companies are keen to pursue
critical mineral deals, especially in areas like copper,
gold, and lithium. The minerals, concentrated in
regions like Balochistan's Reko Dig, are considered
vital for technologies such as batteries and electronics.
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Sharif identified mining as a “priority area” and
encouraged U.S. firms to invest, while also calling for
greater collaboration in trade and security.

Despite this trade strain, Meyer praised Pakistan's
efforts to create a level playing field for investors and
highlighted recent economic cooperation milestones,
including the return of U.S. soybean exports to
Pakistan. In 2024, bilateral goods trade totaled USD 7.3
billion, with U.S. exports reaching USD 2.1 billion and
imports from Pakistan totaling USD 5.1 billion.

Meyer also met with Interior Minister Mohsin Naqvi to
discuss security cooperation ahead of the upcoming
Pakistan-U.S. Counterterrorism Dialogue scheduled for
June in Islamabad. Both sides agreed to enhance
efforts in counterterrorism, anti-smuggling, and
narcotics control. Meyer condemned the recent
terrorist attack on the Jaffer Express and expressed
solidarity with Pakistan's fight against militancy. [Arab
News 1] [Arab News 2] [Arab News 3]

Following these developments, Pakistan's Interior
Minister Mohsin Naqvi held counterterrorism
cooperation and bilateral investment discussions with
a U.S. congressional delegation. While military
cooperation between both nations has been going on
for over six decades, the meeting was an attempt to
deepen ties amid surging regional militancy.

Naqvi stressed the importance of intelligence sharing
and technology and international support to
strengthen counterterrorism measures. Naqvi also
stated that discussions focused on advancing trade,
economy and investment cooperation, though no
specifics were detailed.

On the same day, Pakistan’s Chief of Army Staff,
General Asim Munir, signed a memorandum of
understanding (MoU) with a separate visiting U.S.
congressional delegation to collaborate on training in
the information technology sector. The U.S.
congregation similarly conveyed its commitment to
advancing broad-based cooperation with Pakistan,
particularly in trade, security, investment, and
economic development.

The news highlights the growing relationship between
both nations, which has strengthened since the tactical
resistance of the September 11, 2001, militant attacks
when US-led forces invaded Afghanistan. Both
countries are expected to hold a counterterrorism
dialogue in June 2025, which will present an
opportunity for further defense collaboration
discussions. [Arab News 4] [Arab News 5]
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Pakistan seeks clarification on U.S.
student visa cancelations as concerns
mount over program cuts

(Im) Pakistan's Foreign Office announced it is actively
seeking details from its missions in the United States
regarding the cancelation of student visas affecting
Pakistani nationals, following reports that hundreds of
international students—including Pakistanis—had their
visas suddenly revoked under U.S. President Donald
Trump's administration. The move has triggered
concern in Pakistan and among students currently
studying in the U.S.

The visa revocations, which have impacted students
across several U.S. states including California,
Colorado, and Michigan, have in many cases resulted
in abrupt departures—often communicated via
unexpected emails or text messages. Immigration
experts have described the scale and abruptness of
the cancelations as unprecedented. Some cases
reportedly involved minor infractions such as traffic
tickets or allegations of participating in pro-Palestinian
protests.

Adding to the anxiety, the U.S. Department of State
recently discontinued the Global Undergraduate
(Global UGRAD) Exchange Program for Pakistani
students after 15 years, as part of a broader foreign
aid review aimed at aligning educational exchanges
with the Trump administration’s priorities. The
cancellation of this flagship program has ended a key
academic bridge that benefited thousands of Pakistani
students since its inception.

Despite these developments, the United States
Educational Foundation in Pakistan (USEFP) clarified
that other key U.S.-funded academic exchange
initiatives—most notably the Fulbright Program—
remain active. USEFP stated that 54 Pakistani students
currently enrolled in U.S. universities under the Global
UGRAD program will continue their studies as planned
and will receive full stipends and benefits.

USEFP also reiterated its support for Pakistani
students, stating that over 11,000 Pakistanis are
currently studying in the United States, and
encouraged others to continue pursuing U.S. higher
education. It emphasized that the Fulbright Program
has not been terminated, and rumors of stranded
students or mass cancellations are unfounded.

Nonetheless, USEFP acknowledged that the U.S.
Department of State is reviewing global exchange



programs to better align them with its evolving policy
objectives. Updates will be shared as the review
progresses. [Arab News 1] [Arab News 2]

US sanctions 19 Pakistani firms over
alleged nuclear and missile program links

(Im) The United States has imposed sanctions on 19
Pakistani firms for their alleged involvement in
unsafeguarded nuclear activities and contributions to
the country's ballistic missile program. The firms were
added to the U.S. Department of Commerce’s Entity
List following amendments to the Export
Administration Regulations (EAR) that now restrict
exports, re-exports, and technology transfers involving
these companies. The U.S. government argues that
these entities operate contrary to its national security
or foreign policy interests.

Twelve companies, including Britlite Engineering
Company and Indentech International, were listed for
allegedly aiding Pakistan's nuclear activities, while
seven others were linked to the ballistic missile
program. These firms are mostly based in Islamabad,
Karachi, Lahore, Faisalabad, and Wah Cantonment.

Pakistan's government condemned the move as
politically motivated and unsubstantiated, warning it
undermines global export control objectives and
hinders technology access essential for development.

The foreign ministry has called the sanctions
“unfortunate and biased,” stating that Pakistan’s
strategic programs are for national defense and
regional stability. A high-level Pakistani delegation is
expected to visit Washington to engage in talks aimed
at easing the trade strains. [Arab News]

Pakistan’'s Prime Minister concludes
‘'monumental’ Belarus visit

(Im) Pakistani Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif concluded
a two-day visit to Belarus on April 11, calling it a
“monumental” step in strengthening bilateral ties.
During his meetings with Belarusian President
Aleksandr Lukashenko and other senior officials in
Minsk, the two countries signed a series of agreements
and memorandums of understanding (MoUs) covering
defense cooperation, military-technical collaboration
(2025-2027), environmental protection, postal services,
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trade development, and coordination between
business chambers.

A major highlight was the announcement that Belarus
will welcome over 150,000 skilled Pakistani workers for
its nation-building efforts. Sharif also proposed
establishing a direct air link between Pakistan and
Belarus to enhance connectivity and deepen
cooperation in mining, agriculture, and industrial
manufacturing.

The leaders discussed potential joint ventures,
particularly in electric buses and agricultural
machinery, aiming to leverage Belarus's strength in
equipment manufacturing and Pakistan's expanding
market. Sharif emphasized that Pakistan's vast mineral
and rural agricultural base could benefit significantly
from Belarusian expertise and collaborative
production models.

The visit is part of Islamabad'’s broader push to
diversify foreign partnerships and expand economic
cooperation. Annual trade between Pakistan and
Belarus has historically ranged from USD 50 to 65
million, but both sides expressed optimism for
increased commercial exchange following these new
agreements.

Sharif also held meetings with Belarusian
parliamentary leaders to enhance legislative
cooperation. [Arab News]

Pakistan, Turkiye sign joint offshore
bidding pact for oil and gas exploration

(Im) Pakistan and Turkiye have signed an agreement to
jointly bid for offshore oil and gas exploration blocks in
Pakistan’s maritime territory, marking a significant step
toward enhancing bilateral energy cooperation and
attracting foreign direct investment (FDI). The
agreement was signed on April 8 during the Pakistan
Minerals Investment Forum 2025 in Islamabad by
Pakistan’s Minister for Petroleum Ali Pervaiz Malik and
Turkish Minister of Energy and Natural Resources
Alparslan Bayraktar.

The deal enables a consortium of leading Pakistani
exploration and production firms — Mari Energies
Limited, Oil & Gas Development Company Limited
(OGDCL), and Pakistan Petroleum Limited (PPL) — to
partner with Turkiye Petrolleri Anonim Ortaklig
(TPAO), Turkiye's state-owned oil company, to bid
jointly for blocks under Pakistan’s latest offshore
licensing round.
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Launched in February 2025, the offshore bidding
round offers 40 exploration blocks located in the
Makran and Indus basins, which collectively span over
282,623 square kilometers. In total, 71 oil and gas
blocks have been made available this year, including 31
onshore blocks.

Officials emphasized that the strategic partnership
with Turkiye is expected to inject international
expertise and advanced technology into Pakistan’s
upstream energy sector, particularly in the
underexplored offshore zones. They hope this will help
address Pakistan's energy security concerns and
stimulate broader investment in the petroleum
market.

Pakistan has drilled only 18 offshore wells in the past
six decades, lagging behind regional peers such as
India and Bangladesh. The new agreement and auction
round are part of a broader policy shift aimed at
revitalizing exploration, increasing domestic
production, and deregulating the fuel sector. [Arab
News]

Pakistan, UK to explore new avenues for
cooperation in petroleum and energy
sectors

(sn) Pakistan and the United Kingdom have discussed
potential avenues for enhanced bilateral cooperation
in the petroleum and energy sectors. The discussions
were held during a meeting between Pakistan's
Petroleum Minister Ali Pervaiz Malik and Joe Moir of
the British High Commission.

Sustainable developments and technological
exchange for promoting innovation were central to the
discussion, aligning with Pakistan’s efforts to reform
the liquid fuels sector and climate-centric goals. While
no agreements were made, both parties expressed the
significance of their ties and their hopes to enhance
economic resilience and institutional capacity through
bilateral initiatives. [Pakistan Today]

Pakistan’s mass deportation of Afghan
migrants draws condemnation from Kabul
and rights groups

(Im) Pakistan's government has reaffirmed that it will
not extend the deadline for undocumented foreigners
and Afghan Citizen Card (ACC) holders to leave the
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country, as its mass deportation campaign continues
to draw strong condemnation from the Taliban
government in Kabul, international human rights
groups, and elements of Pakistani civil society.

Speaking at a press conference on April 10, State
Minister for Interior Talal Chaudhry confirmed that
over 857,000 individuals, including many Afghan
nationals, have been repatriated since the crackdown
began in late 2023. The deportation drive intensified
after April 1, following the expiry of a government-
imposed deadline. The United Nations High
Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) reported that
over 8,000 Afghans were expelled in the past week
alone. Other estimates put the overall number of
expelled Afghan nationals above 913,000, with
thousands more expected to follow in the coming
weeks.

The government's policy targets all undocumented
foreign nationals and those holding Afghan Citizen
Cards, which were issued in 2017 to grant temporary
legal status. As of April 2025, around 800,000 Afghans
held ACCs, while another 1.3 million were registered
under the Proof of Registration (PoR) scheme
coordinated with the UNHCR. Those who failed to
leave by the March 31 deadline are now subject to
forced removal.

Talal Chaudhry justified the ongoing deportations on
security grounds, alleging that Afghan nationals have
been involved in terrorism, narcotics trafficking, and
other serious crimes. He added that the policy is non-
negotiable and no further deadline extensions would
be considered. [Arab News 1] [Arab News 2]

However, the policy has triggered strong opposition
from multiple fronts. The Taliban government in Kabul
condemned what it described as Pakistan'’s
mistreatment and “violence” against Afghan refugees,
accusing Islamabad of using vulnerable people as
“political tools.” Taliban officials have called for a
bilateral mechanism to oversee repatriations and
urged Pakistan to allow returnees to take their
property and savings back to Afghanistan.

Afghan refugees have reported having their legal
documents torn, facing daily harassment, and being
deported without due process. Human rights groups
such as Human Rights Watch have also denounced the
expulsions, warning they violate international
obligations not to return individuals to countries where
their rights may be at risk. [Arab News 2]

The International Organization for Migration (IOM)
reported a sharp increase in the number of daily
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crossings from Pakistan to Afghanistan, with over
4,000 people returning per day in early April—far
above the March average of 77. Many have left behind
homes, businesses, and years of stability in Pakistan.
At holding centers like those in Chaman, near the
Afghanistan border, families are being processed
under tightening controls, with limited options to
appeal.

Public opinion within Pakistan is divided. While some
citizens support the expulsions, citing security
concerns and strained resources, others have criticized
the policy on humanitarian grounds, pointing out that
many Afghans have lived in Pakistan for decades and
consider it their only home. [Arab News 3]

Pakistani envoy highlights economic
reform agenda in UAE

(sn) Pakistan's ambassador to the United Arab
Emirates (UAE), Faisal Niaz Tirmizi, underscored
Islamabad’s progressive economic agenda and called
for expanded bilateral cooperation during a National
Day reception in Abu Dhabi on April 8. The event,
attended by senior Emirati officials including UAE
Minister of Tolerance Sheikh Nahayan bin Mabarak Al
Nahyan, also served as a platform to reaffirm
Pakistan's support for peaceful resolutions to the
Palestine and Kashmir disputes. [Arab News 1]

In a separate but related development, the UAE's
ambassador to Pakistan, Hamad Obaid Al-Zaabi,
confirmed during a meeting with Sindh Governor
Kamran Tessori in Karachi that visa issues between the
two countries had been resolved. Pakistani citizens are
now eligible to apply for five-year UAE visas, including
for employment, medical treatment, and other
purposes. This comes after months of concerns over
declining visa approvals reportedly linked to
documentation issues and allegations of political
activity by some Pakistani applicants abroad. [Arab
News 2]

Iranian embassy seeks Pakistan’s
cooperation to eradicate regional
militancy

(sn) The Iranian embassy in Pakistan has called for a
joint effort with the Pakistan government to eradicate
“terrorism” from the region. The statement followed
the recent death of eight Pakistanis in Iran’s Sistan-
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Baluchestan province, who were killed by the
Balochistan National Army (BNA), a separatist group
located in Pakistan's Balochistan province.

The BNA claims that the individuals were killed for
their role as members of Pakistan's premier spy
agency. However, sources state that the victims were
auto mechanics working in the region. An incident of a
similar nature occurred in January 2024, where nine
Pakistani laborers were killed in Saravan City, located
on Iran’s southeastern border.

Pakistan’'s Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif echoed the
need for a coordinated regional strategy, condemning
the attackers, and calling on the Iranian government to
bring all responsible parties to justice.

Low-level insurgency has plagued the Balochistan
province for almost two decades, with separatist
groups such as the BNA and Baloch Liberation Army
(BLA) accusing the government of exploiting the
region's resources. Though Islamabad denies the
allegations, militancy has continued to wreak havoc in
the southwestern region of Pakistan. [Arab News]

Nigeria, Pakistan enhance cooperation in
counterterrorism and defense

(sn) Following a high-level meeting with Nigeria's
defense minister, Pakistani General Sahir Shamshad
Mirza announced that a bilateral agreement was
reached to strengthen security cooperation,
particularly in counterterrorism between both nations.
In addition, Mirza also met with the Nigerian army,
navy, and air force chiefs.

The meetings centered on addressing
counterterrorism challenges, which Pakistan and
Nigeria continue to battle. They also addressed
broader regional security, ways to address the evolving
international landscape, and enhancements in
collaborations with their respective militaries.

Nigeria and Pakistan have maintained a bilateral
relationship since 1961, when their diplomatic ties
were established. Over recent years, over 2,000
Nigerian military personnel have received training in
Pakistan, with the recent news only strengthening their
ties in defense. [Arab News]

Pakistan to launch direct flights to
Azerbaijan from April 20
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(sn) Pakistan International Airlines (PIA) has announced
it will provide direct flights to Baku, the capital of
Azerbaijan, beginning April 20. The PIA will launch
flights from Lahore twice a week, allowing both nations
to boost ties in the tourism and commercial sectors.

In exchange, Azerbaijan has committed USD 2 billion to
investments in Pakistan’s mining, energy and
infrastructure sectors, which was announced in
February. The move is also expected to deepen
strategic cooperation across the defense, trade, and
energy sectors. [Arab News]

The news reflects Pakistani Prime Minister Shehbaz
Sharif's recent visit to Baku, where several significant
investment agreements were finalized between both
parties, including a commitment to strengthen
fraternal ties.

Philippines Hosts Key ASEAN-China Code
of Conduct Negotiations for South China
Sea.

(jm) The Philippines hosted the latest round of
negotiations for the ASEAN-China Code of Conduct
(COCQ) in the South China Sea from 09 to 11 April 2025.
The Manila-based meeting, led by the Joint Working
Group on the Implementation of the Declaration on
the Conduct of Parties in the South China Sea JWG-
DOC), was co-chaired by Malaysia and China.

Negotiators focused on ‘milestone’ issues of the COC
draft, with both ASEAN and China aiming for a decisive
conclusion. The Philippines strongly reiterated the
importance of adhering to international law,
particularly the United Nations Convention on the Law
of the Sea (UNCLOS) and the 2016 Arbitral Award,
while expressing concerns over recent incidents
including near-collision between the Chinese coast
guard and a Philippine vessel at Scarborough shoal.
The code has faced delays since ASEAN's 2002
adoption of the Declaration. The stalemate is due to
differences over its scope and enforceability. Beijing
insists on a non-binding document, while ASEAN
nations, including the Philippines, push for a ratified
agreement consistent with international law. [Phil Star]

In 2023, ASEAN and China’s Foreign Ministers adopted
a diplomatic roadmap to accelerate the COC's
conclusion within three years. The next round of
negotiations is set to take place in Malaysia later this
year with a target to finalize negotiations by 2026.
[Department of Foreign Affairs]



https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-sdtkidy-l-hll/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-sdtkidy-l-hlr/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-sdtkidy-l-hly/

Philippines questions China’s claims over
spying ‘confessions’ of detained Filipinos

(Im) The Philippine National Security Council (NSC) has
expressed doubt over China's allegations that three
Filipinos arrested on spying charges were intelligence
operatives, describing the suspects as ordinary citizens
without military training. The individuals were former
scholars under a 2017 sisterhood agreement between
Palawan and Hainan province and had studied at
Hainan Normal University.

NSC officials questioned the legitimacy of the so-called
confessions aired by Chinese state media and
emphasized that the accused had been vetted by the
Chinese government before receiving scholarships.
The alleged link to a fictitious “Philippine Intelligence
Agency” was also dismissed, as no such institution
exists. Officials described the edited video confessions
as raising more questions than answers and noted that
parts of the footage appeared to portray China
positively, casting further doubt on the statements'
credibility.

The arrests, reportedly carried out between October
2024 and February 2025, have stirred concern in
Palawan, where families of the detainees are seeking
government help to visit them in detention. The
Chinese authorities have yet to disclose the exact
location of the detainees or details about the charges.
The Department of Foreign Affairs (DFA) has confirmed
that a trial is planned and that legal representation has
been arranged for the three.

NSC officials suggested the arrests may be retaliatory,
following the Philippine government's recent
clampdown on alleged Chinese espionage. In February,
Philippine law enforcement apprehended five Chinese
nationals suspected of spying on Philippine military
and Coast Guard operations in Palawan. These
followed earlier arrests of another Chinese national
and two Filipino associates involved in alleged
surveillance of critical infrastructure sites.

Beijing has denied the espionage accusations, labeling
them as "baseless speculation" and calling on the
Philippines to respect the rights of Chinese nationals.
In response, the NSC urged China to afford the same
legal protections to detained Filipinos and reaffirmed
its commitment to securing their due process. The
Council also warned the public to remain discerning
about politically charged narratives surrounding
espionage, emphasizing adherence to international law
and the protection of citizens abroad. [Inquirer.net]
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Philippines aids seafarers currently held
in South Korea over drug bust

(jto) The Philippine government is providing legal and
consular assistance to 20 Filipino seafarers aboard the
MV Lunita, currently docked in South Korea, following
the discovery of two tons of suspected cocaine on the
vessel—marking what appears to be the largest drug
seizure in South Korean history.

According to the Department of Migrant Workers
(DMW), the seafarers have not been officially detained
but remain under investigation by South Korean
authorities. The crew has been provided with a Filipino
interpreter and legal counsel arranged by their
shipping agency. Their employer continues to supply
them with food, wages, and essentials.

South Korea enforces strict drug laws, with violations
punishable by six months to 15 years in prison.
[Rappler]

Philippines and Vietnam strengthen
strategic partnership during Army Chief’s
Hanoi visit

(jto) The Philippines and Vietnam have agreed to
explore new avenues for defense cooperation during a
four-day official visit by Philippine Army Chief
Lieutenant General Roy M. Galido to Hanoi. The visit,
which concluded on April 10, included high-level
meetings with senior Vietnamese military leaders such
as General Nguyen Tan Cuong and Lieutenant General
Nguyen Van Nghia of the Vietnam People's Army (VPA).

According to the Philippine Army, discussions centered
on mutual military interests, including experience
sharing, information exchange, and capability
development. Both sides expressed intent to formalize
their future engagements through a Terms of
Reference.

Galido also observed a capability demonstration at the
VPA's Special Forces Academy and toured Viettel High
Tech Company, which is a key contributor to Vietnam's
defense innovation.

This visit builds on the 2015 Joint Statement that
established a strategic partnership between the two
countries. In 2024, the Philippines and Vietnam held
their first-ever joint coast guard exercises near Manila
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Bay—marking a significant milestone as both nations
are co-claimants in the South China Sea dispute.

Vietnam remains the Philippines’ only strategic partner
in Southeast Asia. [PhilStar]

Nearly 500 Philippine and U.S. troops
conduct joint war games in Maguindanao
del Norte

(Im) Close to 500 American and Filipino military
personnel participated in joint exercises in
Maguindanao del Norte as part of MAREX 2025, a
bilateral Marine Exercise aimed at strengthening rapid
response, coastal defense, and counter-terrorism
capabilities. The drills, which began on March 30 and
concluded on April 11, took place in the strategic Moro
Gulf—a critical maritime passage to the Celebes Sea
and a key defense location for the Philippines. [1st
Marine Brigade, Philippine Navy]

The exercise brought together 179 U.S. Marines, 189
Philippine Marine Corps members, 57 Army soldiers,
11 Coast Guard personnel, and 40 reservists. One of
the key scenarios involved a simulated terrorist
bombing in Datu Blah Sinsuat, with U.S. forces arriving
by multipurpose assault craft and Philippine troops via
small unit riverine craft to neutralize threats and
secure the area.

Live-fire demonstrations with six 105mm and three
155mm howitzers were conducted alongside artillery
systems from the Philippine Army. A separate fast-
roping drill using Black Hawk helicopters was held in
Parang town. [Rappler]

Hegseth's previous Philippines trip seen
as an escalation by China

(Jto) U.S. Secretary of Defense Pete Hegseth's recent
visit to Manila has now sparked sharp criticism from
Beijing, which views the growing Philippines-U.S.
military cooperation as a direct threat to regional
stability. Although Hegseth emphasized Washington’s
pursuit of peace, China remains unconvinced,
interpreting the visit as a provocation. The Chinese
Ministry of National Defense warned that the
strengthened defense ties “aggravate regional
tensions,” while the Ministry of Foreign Affairs accused
the U.S. of undermining peace in the South China Sea.
Of particular concern are new combat-focused joint


https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-sdtkidy-l-hli/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-sdtkidy-l-hld/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-sdtkidy-l-hld/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-sdtkidy-l-hlh/

exercises, arms deals, and forward military
deployments in the Philippines, including the
introduction of advanced systems like NMESIS and
plans for MQ-9B Reaper drones. China has ramped up
its monitoring of U.S. activity, citing increased
reconnaissance and patrols in the South China Sea. Yet
rather than retaliate against Manila, Beijing appears
poised to channel its strategic response toward
Washington, aiming to avoid alienating its Southeast
Asian neighbors [The Diplomat].

Philippines heading to United States for
trade talks

(jto) A Philippine delegation will head to the United
States in May to discuss potential tariffs on Filipino
exports, with officials emphasizing diplomacy over
retaliation. Special Assistant to the President for
Investment and Economic Affairs Frederick Go will lead
the mission, which aims to find “cooperation, not
confrontation,” according to Presidential
Communications Undersecretary Claire Castro.

Despite growing global trade tensions, Economic
Planning Secretary Arsenio Balisacan said the
Philippines is less vulnerable to shocks than many of
its Asian neighbors due to its relatively small exposure
to global trade. Still, Balisacan stressed the need to
diversify export markets and improve the investment
environment to attract trade-diverted capital and meet
growth targets. He reaffirmed the government's 6-8%
growth forecast, citing strong domestic consumption
as a key buffer. The Philippines is also pursuing a free
trade agreement with the US to protect market access
amid wider tariff threats [Straits Times].

Australia donates 20 drones to boost
Philippines’ maritime surveillance

(jm) Australia has donated 20 unmanned aerial drones,
valued at PHP 34 million (USD 592,000), to the
Philippine Coast Guard (PCG) to enhance aerial
surveillance capabilities amid rising tensions in the
West Philippine Sea. The donation comes just days
after a near-collision on April 6 between a Chinese
vessel and the PCG near Scarborough Shoal.

The drones are intended for advanced non-combat
intelligence, surveillance, and reconnaissance (ISR) as
well as logistical support. With Chinese ships
frequently disabling their Automatic Identification
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System while operating in disputed waters, the drones
are expected to enhance real-time high-definition
monitoring across the Philippine Exclusive Economic
Zone. The capability will support early threat detection,
documentation, and deterrence, reinforcing the
Philippines' position in line with the 2016 UNCLOS
arbitral ruling.

Australian drone specialists conducted a four-day
training program for 30 personnel from the PCG
Aviation Command as part of the equipment
handover. The donation follows previous U.S. drone
contributions in 2018 and 2020 for similar purposes.
Officials highlight the move as a step toward
strengthening bilateral interoperability and advancing
the PCG's modernization goals in the broader Indo-
Pacific security framework. [South China Morning
Post] [Philippine News Agency] [PhilStar]

Singapore inks carbon trading pact with
Chile

(rt) Singapore and Chile inked a carbon trading
agreement on April 7, becoming the fifth country that
can seek carbon credits to Singapore. Singapore has
similar pact with Papua New Guinea, Ghana, Bhutan,
and Peru, thus helping to offset some of Singapore’s
national greenhouse gas emissions. The
implementation agreement was signed by Minister for
Sustainability and the Environment Grace Fu and
Chilean Minister of Foreign Affairs Alberto van
Klaveren, who was also on an official visit to Singapore
from April 6 to 8. Ms Fu also stated that the agreement
will “unlock additional mitigation potential in Chile and
will help Singapore meet our climate target while
bringing climate investments into Chile".

Under the Paris Agreement, countries can buy carbon
credits generated in other nations or regions to meet
domestic climate targets. Singapore had earlier
estimated that it would use high-quality carbon credits
to offset about 2.5 million tonnes of emissions per year
from 2021 to 2030. Through such agreements, carbon
tax-liable companies here can also buy carbon credits
from projects in partner countries to offset up to 5
percent of their taxable emissions.

Singapore and Chile marked 45 years of diplomatic
relations in 2024. Both countries have worked together
on various initiatives such as the Comprehensive and
Progressive Agreement for Trans-Pacific Partnership,
Pacific Alliance-Singapore Free Trade Agreement and
Digital Economy Partnership Agreement. [Straits
Times]
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Maritime talks between South Korea and
China expected after yellow sea standoff

(fn) South Korea and China are set to conduct working-
level maritime talks later this month in Seoul, following
increased tensions stemming from a recent standoff in
the Yellow Sea. As reported by diplomatic sources, the
meeting will take place at the director-general level
and involve officials from both countries' foreign
ministries.

This forthcoming dialogue comes after a February
incident in the Provisional Maritime Zone (PMZ), during
which Chinese authorities obstructed a South Korean
Coast Guard vessel that was trying to inspect a steel
structure built by China without prior clearance. China
contended that the structure was a commercial
aquafarm and denied Seoul's request to investigate.

The PMZ represents a maritime area where the
Exclusive Economic Zones (EEZs) of South Korea and
China overlap. While both nations have agreed to allow
fishing and jointly manage resources in the zone, China
has independently erected large steel structures there,
raising concerns in Seoul about potential implications
for territorial claims.

South Korea is anticipated to emphasize that Chinese
activities within the PMZ should not violate its legal
maritime rights. The talks aim to uphold stability and
reaffirm Seoul's position regarding maritime
sovereignty. This follows China's previous
constructions in the PMZ in 2018 and 2024, with the
most recent structure identified earlier this year.

Foreign Minister Cho Tae-yul addressed the matter
with his Chinese counterpart Wang Yi during a recent
meeting in Tokyo. Wang advocated to continued
dialogue based on mutual respect was essential.

The maritime dialogue was initially launched in
December 2019, with previous rounds taking place in
April and June of 2021. This upcoming session may
serve as a pivotal advancement toward reducing
ongoing maritime tensions between the two countries.
[Yonhap News Agency]

South Korea’'s Hyundai initiates waste-to-
hydrogen ecosystem project in Indonesia

(fn) Hyundai Motor Group has unveiled a detailed plan
for its waste-to-hydrogen ecosystem project in
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Indonesia, revealed during the Global Hydrogen
Ecosystem Summit 2025 held in Jakarta. The goal is to
create a circular hydrogen economy in West Java,
where Hyundai has a significant manufacturing
presence, by transforming organic waste into clean
hydrogen.

In collaboration with the Indonesian government and
state-owned Pertamina Holdings, Hyundai will work
with South Korean landfill developer Sejin E&E to
rehabilitate the Sarimukti landfill. The biogas produced
at this site will be converted into hydrogen using a
reformer supplied by Hyundai Rotem. A feasibility
study has been completed, and discussions with West
Java officials are underway to commence infrastructure
development within 2025.

By 2027, the project will include a hydrogen reformer
and fueling station on land allocated by Pertamina,
alongside enhanced initiatives in hydrogen
transportation and mobility. Hyundai will also
implement advanced South Korean hydrogen
technologies for production, storage, and fueling
through a consortium that consists of the Korea
Testing Certification Institute and the Institute for
Advanced Engineering.

This initiative represents Hyundai's first international
expansion of its domestic waste-to-hydrogen model
and contributes to a larger effort to assist Indonesia in
transitioning toward a hydrogen-based economy.
[Yonhap News Agency]

South Korea and Uzbekistan sign
agreement to boost Public Procurement
Cooperation

(fn) South Korea and Uzbekistan have signed a
memorandum of understanding (MOU) aimed at
enhancing collaboration in public procurement, as
reported by South Korea's Public Procurement Service
(PPS). The agreement was finalized during a bilateral
discussion on April 11 in Tashkent, involving PPS
Administrator Lim Ki-keun and Uzbekistan's Deputy
Minister of Economy and Finance, Gulnora Rakhimova.

The MOU outlines the cooperation in sharing
information about public procurement systems,
particularly in the realm of electronic procurement.
Additionally, it includes assistance in establishing and
improving Uzbekistan's electronic procurement
framework and promoting business participation in
public procurement sectors.
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Lim's trip to Uzbekistan follows previous talks with
Rakhimova during the International Procurement
Workshop in Seoul, which was co-hosted by the Asian
Development Bank and the PPS in September last year.

Lim highlighted that the MOU extends South Korea's
growing influence in Central Asia, emphasizing the
ongoing exportation of its electronic procurement
system, initiated after a similar agreement with
Kyrgyzstan in 2024. The new collaboration with
Uzbekistan is anticipated to further bolster Korea's
public procurement presence in that region. [Yonhap
News Agency]

South Korea tariff negotiations pay off as
Trump's puts 90-day pause on tariffs

(mm/fn) U.S. President Donald Trump has announced
a 90 day pause on reciprocal tariffs, just hours after
they came into effect, bringing temporary relief to
South Korea. Officials in Seoul have been scrambling to
reduce the impact through ongoing negotiations.

As tensions rise between Washington and Beijing,
South Korean Acting President Han Duck-soo
confirmed the country will continue to seek
negotiations and has no intentions in joining China to
respond to U.S. levies. [CNN] [Reuters 1]

Trump said the pause comes after 75 countries
contacted U.S. representatives for negotiations, none
of which retaliated against the tariffs. Trump
acknowledged the concern over the tariff's
repercussions was a factor in the decision, singling out
retaliating China (see article in this edition) as a
warning.

Trump’s announcement came shortly after Han
launched an all-out effort to contain the fallout on
South Korea's export-driven economy (see AiR No. 14
April/2025, 2). South Korea has been among the
hardest hit, facing a 25 percent reciprocal tariff on top
of a 10 percent baseline tariff, which came into effect
on April 5 and April 9 respectively. By market close on
April 9, the South Korean won nosedived to its lowest
level since the 2009 global financial crisis, closing at
KRW 1,481 per US dollar. [The Korea Times 2] [Korea
JoongAng Daily] [The Korea Herald]

On April 8, Han and Trump held their first phone call
since Trump took office in January. Han stated that
revising U.S. tariffs is a "top priority goal". The leaders
discussed achieving a trade balance under the U.S.-
South Korea alliance, along with expanding
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cooperation on shipbuilding, natural gas, and security.
Trump described it as a "great call" and said "things are
looking good", while Han said a resolution with the U.S.
is within reach. [Reuters 2]

Meanwhile, South Korea's Trade Minister Cheong In-
kyo landed in Washington to begin formal negotiations
that same day, aimed at nullifying reciprocal tariffs all
together. U.S. officials have said the tariffs are being
customized per country, based on trade barriers,
exchange-rates and trade deficits with the U.S. With a
2024 trade surplus of USD 55.7 billion and ongoing
reliance on U.S. security cooperation, South Korea has
become a major target in Trump's tariff push. [The
Korea Herald 2] [Bloomberg] [The Korea Times 3]

Cheong acknowledged that reducing exports would be
difficult for South Korea, and instead indicated Seoul
will explore measures to increase U.S. imports. He also
confirmed discussions included cooperation in the
USD 44 billion Alaska natural gas project, a proposal
Trump has flagged is key to South Korea reducing its
U.S. trade surplus. [Korea JoongAng Daily 2]

Trump has also made it clear he expects countries to
combine trade, tariffs and defense cost-sharing, into
"one stop shopping" packages for negotiations. He has
repeatedly accused South Korea of underfunding the
28,500 U.S. troops stationed on the Korean peninsula.
While the Biden administration had secured an
agreement for Seoul to pay KRW 1.45 trillion (USD 1
billion) annually in U.S. defense sharing costs, Trump,
during his 2025 campaign, vowed he would raise that
to USD 10 billion if elected, calling South Korea a
“money machine.” [Yonhap News Agency 1]

Just days before Trump’s April 2 "liberation day"
country-by-country tariff announcement, China, Japan,
and South Korea held a trilateral summit to accelerate
free trade talks and strengthen regional supply chains
(see AIR N0.13 April/2025 1). But in a pivot from that
summit, Han has now ruled out a joint response with
Tokyo and Beijing, saying “fighting back will not
improve the situation”.

South Korea's conciliatory approach is a stark contrast
to neighbouring China's aggressive response, accusing
that U.S. of "blackmail" and vowing to "resolutely take
countermeasures" [The Guardian] [Korea JoongAng
Daily]

In a latest development, Han announced on April 14
that Trump has “apparently” instructed his
administration to initiate immediate tariff negotiations
with South Korea, Japan, and India. Han shared this
information during a meeting with government officials
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and key business leaders, highlighting a recent phone
call with Trump.

He also mentioned that South Korea and the U.S. are
likely to conduct a videoconference in the next one to
two days to talk about collaboration on a liquefied
natural gas (LNG) initiative in Alaska. [Yonhap News
Agency 2]

South Korean industry minister expected to visit U.S. next
week for Tariff talks

Furthermore, a government official indicated on April
14 that South Korea's Industry Minister Ahn Duk-geun
is likely to visit the United States as early as next week
to initiate discussions regarding reciprocal tariffs. This
visit is part of Seoul's initiative to obtain an exemption
from the global tariffs imposed by Washington, which
includes the recently announced 25 percent duty on
goods from South Korea.

Ahn had traveled to the U.S. earlier this year in
February and March, where he engaged with
prominent figures, including Commerce Secretary
Howard Lutnick, to discuss industrial cooperation,
particularly in the shipbuilding industry.

This forthcoming visit is expected to concentrate on
obtaining tariff relief for South Korea as well as
addressing non-tariff obstacles that have been
established by Washington, as Seoul aims to protect its
trade interests in light of evolving U.S. trade policies.
[Yonhap News Agency 3]

South Korea to strengthen own chip sector with USD 23
billion amid looming U.S. tariffs on semiconductor

On April 15, South Korea announced an expanded
support package of KRW 33 trillion (USD 23.25 billion)
for its semiconductor industry, up from KRW 26 trillion
(USD 18.23 billion) last year. This comes in response to
growing policy uncertainty in the U.S. and intensifying
competition from China. [CNBC(C]

A joint government statement noted that financial
assistance for the chips sector will increase to KRW 20
trillion (USD 14.02 billion) from KRW 17 trillion (USD
11.09 billion). The move aims to help domestic firms
manage rising costs and maintain global
competitiveness. South Korea, home to leading
memory chipmakers Samsung Electronics and SK
Hynix, saw semiconductor exports reach USD 141.9
billion in 2024—21 percent of total exports—with USD
46.6 billion going to China and USD 10.7 billion to the
u.s.
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Following the announcement, Finance Minister Choi
Sang-mok said Seoul would engage closely with
Washington regarding Section 232 investigations into
semiconductor and biopharmaceutical imports to
mitigate potential negative impacts.

Separately, South Korea recently unveiled emergency
measures for its auto sector, including financial
support, tax cuts, and subsidies, to counter the effects
of looming U.S. tariffs and boost domestic demand.
[Reuters 3]

U.S. President hints at acquiring advanced
ships from South Korea part of U.S.
shipbuilding revival efforts

(fn) U.S. President Donald Trump stated on April 10
that the United States might look into the option of
purchasing "top-tier" ships from allied countries as
part of a comprehensive strategy to revive the
country’s declining shipbuilding industry. The
statement was made a Trump signed an Executive
Order to revive domestic shipbuilding and reduce
China's influence in global shipping, aiming to restore
American maritime dominance. The order calls for a
Maritime Action Plan outlining specific steps to
strengthen and sustain the U.S. maritime industry.
[The War Zone] [The White House, USA]

During a Cabinet meeting, Trump recognized that such
purchases would require congressional approval but
suggested that buying advanced vessels from "close"
countries could serve as a short-term solution while
domestic capabilities are restored. He condemned the
current situation of American shipbuilding, labeling it
"ridiculous" that the U.S. has ceased to manufacture
ships on a large scale.

These comments arise amid increasing worries
regarding China's overwhelming presence in the global
shipbuilding market, with National Security Adviser
Mike Waltz highlighting that Chinese shipyard secured
1,700 orders last year, in stark contrast to a mere five
in the United States. Trump committed to revitalize the
U.S. maritime sector, describing it as a "major
business" for the future.

His comments align with the ongoing cooperation
between the U.S. and South Korea in the shipbuilding
domain. Recently, South Korean Ambassador Cho
Hyun-dong held discussions with lan Bennitt, a senior
official at the White House, focusing on enhancing
bilateral cooperation. Earlier in the week, Trump also
engaged with South Korea’s acting President Han
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Duck-soo to discuss potential collaboration in the
shipbuilding industry, emphasizing South Korea's
shipping manufacturing capabilities as a vital strategic
asset. [Yonhap News Agency]

South Korea and U.S. conduct joint B-1B
bomber air drills

(fn) South Korea and the United States carried out joint
air drills over the Korean Peninsula on April 15, utilizing
U.S. B-1B strategic bombers along with South Korean
F-35A and F-16 fighter aircraft, in addition to U.S. F-16s.
The South Korean defense ministry indicated that the
purpose of these exercises was to showcase the
readiness and military capabilities of the allies given
North Korea's increasing nuclear and missile
capabilities.

While the ministry didn't specify the number of B-1B
bombers participating, images depicted two flying in
formation with other accompanying jets.

These drills were held on the 113th anniversary of the
birth of North Korea's founding leader, Kim Il-sung,
which is celebrated as the "Day of the Sun" in the
North. This is the second time this year that joint drills
featuring B-1Bs have taken place, following similar
exercises in February. In January, the U.S., South Korea,
and Japan also engaged in a trilateral drill that included
B-1Bs. [Yonhap News Agency]

South Korea engaged in talks with U.S.
over DOE's sensitive country designation

(fn) South Korea is in the midst of negotiations with the
United States to address its placement on the U.S.
Department of Energy's Sensitive and other designated
countries list (SCL), which officially came into effect on
April 15. This categorization positions South Korea in
the lowest category, alongside countries such as North
Korea, China, and Russia, leading to concerns about its
effect on the scientific and technological collaboration
between the two countries.

As stated by the South Korean foreign ministry, talks
are currently taking place at a working level, including
meetings with the U.S. Department of Energy. Both
parties have committed to resolving this matter swiftly,
though the timeframe may extend due to internal U.S.
procedures.
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The DOE has confirmed that this designation will not
impede bilateral cooperation on existing or upcoming
future research and development initiatives. So far, the
South Korean authorities and its research institutions
have not reported any specific instances where
cooperation has been affected.

A diplomatic source pointed out that other U.S. allies
have previously been included on this list but were
subsequently removed. South Korea was originally
listed in 1981 and successfully removed from the list in
1994 following seven months of negotiations.
Currently, there has been no indication from the DOE
regarding a reversal of South Korea’s existing
designation. [Yonhap News Agency]

U.S. military leaders warn against
reducing troop in South Korea

(fn) Leading U.S. military figures in the Indo-Pacific
region expressed strong opposition regarding any
potential reduction of American forces in South Korea
during a Senate Armed Services Committee hearing,
pointing to serious security risks. Adm. Samuel Paparo
Jr., head of the U.S. Indo-Pacific Command, warned
that pulling back or reducing troop levels could
increase the chances of a North Korean invasion,
stressing that it would also undermine the U.S.
capability to succeed in conflict. Gen. Xavier Brunson,
Commander of U.S. Forces Korea (USFK), supported his
stance, describing a decrease in troop numbers as
"problematic" because of its effects on deterrence
against North Korea, as well as the strategic pressure
on China and Russia in surrounding seas.

These statements arise amid renewed speculation that
former President Donald Trump, advocating his
"America First" policy, may again aim to shrink U.S.
military presence abroad, calling for higher financial
contributions from allies. Brunson highlighted that the
U.S. troop presence in South Korea is valuable not
solely in financial aspects but also through strategic
access, regional stability, and long-standing alliances.
He underscored the significance of South Korea's
geographic location in Northeast Asia.

His remarks followed Trump's recent remarks
suggesting that U.S. allies such as South Korea and
European countries have not adequately reimbursed
the U.S. for defense assistance, implying potential
defense cost-sharing negotiations linked to broader
trade deals. [Yonhap News Agency]
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South Korea and Bolivia deepen ties

(fn) In celebration of the 60th anniversary of diplomatic
relationships between South Korea and Bolivia, South
Korea's special envoy Jang Myung-soo visited La Paz,
the administrative capital of Bolivia, last week to
enhance bilateral cooperation. Jang, who previously
served as an ambassador to Argentina and Colombia,
met with senior Bolivian officials, including Vice
President David Choquehuanca Cespedes. During their
discussions, both sides agreed on the importance of
increasing substantial cooperation across various
sectors, with Jang highlighting the necessity for more
high-level interactions in the future. He also extended
his condolences to those impacted by the recent floods
in Bolivia.

In additional meetings with Environment Minister
Alvaro Ruiz Garcia and Development Planning Minister
Sergio Cusicanqui Loayza, they deliberated on
collaborative initiatives in response to climate change,
critical minerals, and other strategic areas.

The visit also culminated in the signing of a new
Economic Development Cooperation Fund (EDCF)
agreement, a program providing low-interest loans
funded by South Korea to support developing
countries like Bolivia. [Yonhap News Agency]

South Korea’'s Hanwha Aerospace and
Poland’s WB group to sign agreement on
joint missile production

(fn) South Korean defense and aerospace company
Hanwha Aerospace has announced plans to sign a
non-binding agreement with Poland's WB Group to
create a joint venture dedicated to producing guided
missiles in Poland. This agreement, referred to as a
term sheet, outlines the primary terms of the
partnership, with Hanwha Aerospace owning a 51
percent share and WB Electronics, a branch of WB
Group, holding the remaining 49 percent.

The joint venture is designed to facilitate the domestic
manufacturing of the 80-kilometer-range Chunmoo
guided missiles for the Polish armed forces. Moreover,
the two companies are considering potential exports
to additional European markets. A formal binding
contract is expected to be finalized in the future.

This initiative builds on previous collaborations
between Hanwha Aerospace and WB Group. In
September 2024, the companies executed a
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memorandum of understanding to produce guided
rockets for the Chunmoo multiple launch rocket
systems in Europe. Additionally, in February 2023,
Hanwha Aerospace purchased Polish-developed
command and control systems from WB Group to
incorporate into the Chunmoo missile launcher
modules.

To finance this new venture and enhance its
manufacturing presence throughout Europe, Hanwha
Aerospace intends to use funds raised from its recent
rights offering. The ceremony in Poland was scheduled
to host Hanwha officials, Polish Deputy Defense
Minister Pawel Bejda, WB Group President Piotr
Wojciechowski, and South Korean Ambassador Lim
Hoon-min. [Yonhap News Agency]

South Korea and UAE deepen defense
cooperation

(fn) Senior Air Force officials from South Korea and the
United Arab Emirates (UAE) met to enhance defense
cooperation, concentrating on South Korea's locally
developed Cheongung-Il air defense system and the
KF-21 fighter aircraft. The talks took place in Air Force
Chief of Staff Gen. Lee Young-su's office located in
Gyeryong.

Gen. Lee committed to continued support to ensure
the UAE can effectively operate the Cheongung-II
system, which it purchased in 2022. Both sides
formalized their intentions by signing a memorandum
of understanding (MOU) to hold regular military
consultations.

Further cooperation will be reinforced through a letter
of intent that is expected to be signed, allowing the
UAE Air Force to observe KF-21 air exercises and visit
South Korean units operating the aircraft. The KF-21,
which is currently in production, is expected to be
delivered to the South Korean Air Force in 2026.

A noteworthy element includes Brig. Gen. Azzan
Alnuaimi of the UAE participating in a test flight of a KF-
21 prototype at an air base in Sacheon.

Moreover, UAE Air Force Commander Maj. Gen.
Rashed Al Shamsi is scheduled to meet with South
Korea's Defense Acquisition Minister Seok Jong-gun to
explore broader cooperation within the arms industry
before returning to the UAE. [Yonhap News Agency]
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South Korea establishes diplomatic ties
with Syria

(mm) South Korea has officially established diplomatic
relations with Syria, marking the final step in Seoul's
normalization of diplomatic ties with all United Nations
member, except North Korea. Foreign Minister Cho
Tae-yul travelled to Damascus last week to sign the
agreement with his Syrian counterpart Foreign
Minister Asaad al-Shaibani. It marks the first-ever visit
to Syria by a South Korean foreign minister, an region
previously off-limits due to Syria's longstanding alliance
with Pyongyang.

Cho pledged South Korea will provide humanitarian
aid, including rice, medical supplies, and equipment to
assist Syria's reconstruction efforts and ongoing
humanitarian crisis. Cho also congratulated Syria on its
recent change of government, urging continued
progress in its inclusive political process and
compliance with international demands, including the
elimination of its chemical weapons program. Al-
Shaibani expressed gratitude and welcomed the move
as a "new start", appealing to South Korea for help
easing international sanctions on Syria.

Both countries are expected to pursue bilateral
cooperation in trade and investment, although lifting
economic sanctions on Syria will be a key factor. Prior
to the outbreak of Syria's civil war in 2011, South
Korean exports to Syria peaked at USD 1.256 billion in
2010, with automobiles the largest export item.

Efforts to establish ties began after the collapse of the
Bashar al-Assad regime in December last year, when
he was ousted by now interim President Al-Sharaa with
the backing from rebel forces. The fall of Assad ended
a 53-year reign and brought a close to Syria's ongoing
war that began in 2011. South Korea initiated
preliminary talks with interim Syrian officials in
February, and by March 18 Seoul had approved a plan
to establish diplomatic ties.

The new Syrian government is looking to rejoin the
international community and distance itself from
Assa'd former allies, including North Korea and Russia.
Syria maintained close ties with North Korea since the
1960s, particularly in nuclear and missile weapons
development. Analysts say the diplomatic between
Syria and South Korea will come as a blow to North
Korea, which has been steadily losing its few remaining
allies, including Cuba which normalized ties with South
Korea last year.

While the diplomatic agreement with Cuba was carried
out through an exchange of diplomatic letters during



UN missions in New York, the Syrian deal is seen as far
more significant with Cho's direct visit to Damascus.
[Korea JoongAng Daily] [The Korea Herald]

India renews land bridge proposal to Sril
Lanka, apparel quota expansion tied to
trade pact talks

(Im) India has again proposed establishing a land
connectivity project with Sri Lanka, reviving the idea of
aroad and rail link between Rameswaram in Tamil
Nadu and Talaimannar in Sri Lanka via the ancient Ram
Setu or Adam'’s Bridge. The proposal was raised during
Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi's recent visit to
Colombo, but the Sri Lankan government remains non-
committal.

Originally proposed by Sri Lanka in 2002 and later
revisited in bilateral discussions, the project was
notably excluded from the joint statement following Sri
Lankan President Anura Kumara Dissanayake’s visit to
India last year. During his return journey from Sri
Lanka, Prime Minister Modi visited Ram Setu,
highlighting the geological and mythological
significance of the proposed route.

The timing of the proposal coincides with a shiftin
global trade dynamics. Following international market
turbulence sparked by sweeping new import tariffs
announced by U.S. President Donald Trump,
Washington recently issued a 90-day suspension of
additional tariffs for most trading partners—Sri Lanka
included. While a baseline 10 percent U.S. tariff
remains in place, the pause provides Sri Lanka with
temporary relief and room to strategize.

Within this context, India has also signaled conditional
support for Sri Lanka's request to expand its apparel
export quota under the Indo-Lanka Free Trade
Agreement from 8 million to 50 million units. However,
Indian officials clarified that this would only be
considered once negotiations resume on the stalled
Economic and Technology Cooperation Agreement
(ETCA), effectively tying any concessions to broader
trade talks. [Daily Mirror]

Twenty-two Indian nationals arrested for
visa overstay in Sri Lanka

(sl) The Department of Immigration and Emigration has
arrested 22 Indian nationals for overstaying their visas
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in Colombo.

The arrests followed the observation and questioning
of two Indian nationals exhibiting suspicious behavior
last week. Subsequent investigations led to a raid on
the back office of an IT based company, where officials
apprehended 17 individuals who had overstayed their
visitor visas, four who had overstayed their residence
visas, and one who had overstayed his business visa.

All detainees were transferred to the department's
detention center in Welisara and are scheduled for
repatriation. Meanwhile, 11 Bangladeshi nationals who
had been arrested earlier for similar offenses were
repatriated last week. [Daily Mirror]

Taiwan possibly targeting China with
ending tax exemption for parcels worth
less than NTD 2,000

(dgl) Taiwan's Ministry of Finance is considering
revising Taiwan’s tax exemption policy for small
packages, amid concerns over unfair competition for
domestic industries. Currently, goods valued under
NTD 2,000 (USD 62) are exempt from customes,
commodity, and business taxes—up to six times in six
months per taxpayer.

During a legislative session, ruling Democratic
Progressive Party (DPP) lawmaker Wu Ping-jui criticized
the policy as favoring foreign over local manufacturers.
Finance Minister Chuang Tsui-yun acknowledged that
over half of such imports come from China and
confirmed the ministry is reviewing the threshold to
address market distortions.

The review comes in the wake of a U.S. tariff hike—
signed by President Trump—to 90 percent on small
packages from China, effective May 2. Chuang warned
this may increase illegal transshipments of Chinese
goods through Taiwan to the U.S.

To combat abuse, Taiwan uses the EZ Way platform for
real-name registration and has customs task forces
enhancing inspection. High-risk items require export
permits or certificates of origin, and automated
systems flag suspicious shipments. Violators face
penalties under the Foreign Trade Act, including fines
of up to NTD 3 million (USD 93,000) or a one-year
import/export ban. [Taiwan News]
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Taiwan angered over Cambodia’s
deportation of Taiwanese fraud suspects
to China

(dqgl) Taiwan's Ministry of Foreign Affairs (MOFA) has
lodged a strong protest with Cambodia for deporting
Taiwanese telecom fraud suspects to China instead of
repatriating them to Taiwan. According to MOFA, 180
Taiwanese were recently arrested in Cambodia, with
some deported to China late Sunday and early Monday
alongside Chinese suspects. The exact number
remains unknown, as Cambodia has refused to
provide a full list. [Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Taiwan, in
Chinese]

The ministry accused Cambodia of yielding to pressure
from Beijing and urged it to rectify the situation by
disclosing the names of those sent to China. The
protest follows Cambodian media reports that the
deportation was a goodwill gesture ahead of Chinese
President Xi Jinping's visit to Cambodia this week.

Taiwan had requested that the suspects be returned to
Taiwan, citing national jurisdiction, but Cambodia
ignored the appeal. In response, the ministry asked the
Ministry of Justice and the Mainland Affairs Council
(MAC) to engage with China through cross-strait
judicial cooperation mechanisms.

According to MAC, over 600 Taiwanese fraud suspects
have been deported to China between 2016 and May
2024. [Focus Taiwan]

Taiwanese President Lai confirms smooth
tariff talks with U.S.

(dqgl) Taiwan'’s President Lai Ching-te announced that
Taiwan has officially begun smooth negotiations with
the United States on reciprocal tariffs. Speaking at a
Rotary International conference in Taipei on April 12,
Lai emphasized that while the new U.S. tariff policy
poses challenges, Taiwan's economy remains
fundamentally resilient, with only 23.4 percent of its
over USD 400 billion in exports going to the U.S.
Taiwan and the U.S. held their first tariff talks via
teleconference on April 11 and plan to continue
discussions. [Focus Taiwan 1] [Focus Taiwan 2]

Lai confirmed that Taiwan will not impose retaliatory
tariffs and is focused on strengthening cooperation
with the U.S., particularly in global supply chains. The
government has introduced measures to mitigate the
impact, including negotiating better tariff terms,
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supporting affected industries, and advancing long-
term economic plans.

Taiwan also intends to boost imports of U.S. goods to
help reduce the trade deficit and address U.S.
concerns on high-tech export controls and nontariff
barriers.

While a blanket 32 percent U.S. tariff on Taiwanese
goods was initially set to take effect, former President
Trump announced a 90-day delay and reduced the rate
to 10 percent for all but Chinese products.

In earlier statements on April 11, Premier Cho Jung-tai
affirmed that the 32 percent U.S. import duty
announced for Taiwan is “extremely high” and could
significantly impact the economy. To prepare for the
worst-case scenario, the government has proposed an
NTD 88 billion (USD 2.72 billion) four-year support
package, pending legislative approval.

The tariffs, higher than those imposed on Japan (24
percent) and South Korea (25 percent), could reduce
Taiwan's exports to the U.S. by over 21 percent and cut
domestic manufacturing output by 5 percent,
threatening approximately 125,000 jobs. Key
agricultural exports such as orchids, tilapia, and mahi
mahi would also face substantial losses.

Vice Premier Cheng Li-chiun will lead negotiations with
the U.S. to address trade concerns, including barriers,
high-tech export controls, and transshipment of
Chinese goods through Taiwan or Vietnam. Cho also
stressed efforts to prevent Chinese “dumping” of low-
cost goods into Taiwan and other non-U.S. markets.
[Focus Taiwan 2]

In latest news, it was reported that Legislative Deputy
Speaker Johnny Chiang will lead a 17-member
multiparty delegation to the United States from April
28 to May 2. The group includes eight lawmakers each
from the ruling Democratic Progressive Party and the
main opposition party, the Kuomintang, and one from
the minor opposition Taiwan People's Party. The
delegation is expected to meet Taiwan's envoy to
Washington, Alexander Yui, as well as U.S. lawmakers
and academics. [Taiwan News]

Taiwan seek UK support for CPTPP
membership application

(dqgl) Taiwan’'s Premier Cho Jung-tai urged continued UK
support for Taiwan’s accession to the Comprehensive
and Progressive Agreement for Trans-Pacific
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Partnership (CPTPP) during a meeting with Ruth
Bradley-Jones, head of the British Office Taipei.

Emphasizing Taiwan's role in the global supply chain,
Cho reaffirmed the country's alignment with the
CPTPP's Auckland Principles, noting that consensus
among all member states remains the key hurdle.

He highlighted the 2023 Enhanced Trade Partnership
as a milestone in Taiwan-UK relations and pointed to
further cooperation opportunities in trade, energy
security, and digital and financial resilience.

Bradley-Jones voiced support for deeper bilateral
collaboration, citing shared democratic values and
innovation, and praised Taiwan’s trusted industries as
a foundation for strengthening ties. [Taiwan News]

In a separate statement, a senior Taiwanese foreign
affairs official warned that a key motive behind China’s
renewed push to join the CPTPP is to block Taiwan’s
own accession.

In response to U.S. scholar Scott Kennedy's remarks
that China’s interest in the CPTPP has intensified amid
a renewed U.S.-China trade war, Lien Yu-ping, head of
Taiwan's foreign ministry’s Department of International
Cooperation and Economic Affairs, emphasized the
bloc's growing importance. She asserted that Beijing
seeks to undermine Taiwan's bid and pledged that
Taiwan will continue engaging CPTPP members to
counter Chinese influence.

With Australia chairing the CPTPP Commission in 2025,
Taiwan sees a strategic opportunity, given Canberra’s
openness to qualified applicants. Taiwan and China
submitted their applications in September 2021, but
no decision was reached on either at the November
2024 CPTPP summit, where Costa Rica’s accession
process was approved instead. [Focus Taiwan]

The CPTPP currently comprises 12 members, including
Australia, Brunei, Canada, Chile, Japan, Malaysia,
Mexico, New Zealand, Peru, Singapore, Vietham and
the United Kingdom. The group represents about 15
percent of global GDP.

Taiwan, Tuvalu to deepen ties with labor
agreement

(dqgl) Tuvalu Deputy Prime Minister Panapasi Nelesone
arrived in Taipei on April 14 for a five-day visit focused
on strengthening bilateral cooperation with Taiwan,
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particularly in labor and seafaring sectors. [Ministry of
Foreign Affairs, Taiwan, in Chinese]

During the visit, Nelesone will meet with President Lai
Ching-te and Foreign Minister Lin Chia-lung. The visit
will include the signing of two key agreements: one on
labor affairs cooperation and another recognizing
Taiwan-issued seafarer certifications.

The delegation will also visit Taiwan’'s Ministry of
Economic Affairs, Ministry of Finance, and the
TaiwanICDF to discuss further cooperation. Nelesone is
accompanied by Foreign Labour and Trade Minister
Paulson Panapa and Public Utilities & Environment
Minister Ampelosa Manoa Tehulu. [Focus Taiwan]

Parliamentary delegation from New
Zealand visits Taiwan

(dqgl) A cross-party delegation from New Zealand's All-
Party Parliamentary Group on Taiwan is visiting Taiwan
this week to meet with President Lai Ching-te and
other senior officials, according to Taiwan's Ministry of
Foreign Affairs (MOFA). [Ministry of Foreign Affairs,
Taiwan]

The delegation is co-led by National Party senior whip
Stuart Smith and Labour MP Tangi Utikere, and
includes MPs from the NZ First, ACT, Labour, and
National parties.

Formed in March 2023, the parliamentary group aims
to support Taiwan, strengthen bilateral ties, promote
economic cooperation, and uphold Indo-Pacific
stability. [Focus Taiwan]

Thailand’s durian exports to China face
delays as lab certifications questioned

(Im) Thai durian exporters and farmers, particularly
from Chanthaburi and Trat provinces, are demanding
urgent government intervention after China
suspended the certification of two Thai laboratories
that had been verifying the fruit's safety for export.
Around 1,000 stakeholders gathered this week to
express frustration over China's rejection of lab
reports, citing the detection of Basic Yellow 2 (BY2), a
prohibited dye, in some Thai durian shipments.

Since January 10, China has required Thai exporters to
use only General Administration of Customs of China
(GACCQ)-approved laboratories to test for cadmium and
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BY2 contamination. The durian season, which has just
begun in eastern Thailand, now faces disruption due to
a lack of certified labs and ongoing uncertainty about
China's approval process.

Exporters also raised concerns about quality risks from
unripe durian and fruit smuggled in from neighboring
countries falsely labeled as Thai produce. They warned
that these problems could undermine Thailand's
reputation in the international fruit market.

While government officials denied reports that no
certified labs remain, they confirmed only four labs are
currently operational, with five more awaiting Chinese
approval. Talks with China to ease inspection
requirements are ongoing, but no agreement has yet
been reached. [Bangkok Post]

Thai ex-Prime Minister Thaksin says peace
in Myanmar is possible, proposes neutral
facilitation for dialogue

(Im) Former Thai prime minister Thaksin Shinawatra
expressed optimism that peace talks between
Myanmar's military junta and armed resistance groups
may soon be possible, following a recent exchange
with Myanmar's Senior General Min Aung Hlaing.
Speaking in Chiang Mai on April 13, Thaksin said the
junta leader showed a positive response during
informal discussions on the sidelines of the 6th Bay of
Bengal Initiative for Multi-Sectoral Technical and
Economic Cooperation (BIMSTEC) Summit in Bangkok
earlier this month.

In his current role as an adviser to Malaysian Prime
Minister Anwar Ibrahim, who holds the rotating ASEAN
chair, Thaksin emphasized that Thailand is prepared to
act as a neutral facilitator for the dialogue process. He
stressed that the aim is not to interfere or take sides,
but to create space for both the junta and ethnic
armed organizations to begin direct talks.

Thaksin said that formal discussions on elections in
Myanmar remain premature, as political dialogue and
the release of political prisoners must precede any
credible electoral process. Myanmar has been under
military rule since the February 2021 coup that ousted
the elected government of Aung San Suu Kyi. Junta
chief Min Aung Hlaing made a rare foreign appearance
at the April 3-4 BIMSTEC Summit in Bangkok, where he
held informal talks with regional leaders, including the
Thai and Indian prime ministers. [Bangkok Post]
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Thailand urges Myanmar to cooperate
over toxic Kok River pollution

(Im) Thai authorities are seeking Myanmar's
cooperation to address severe contamination in the
Kok River, which flows from Myanmar into northern
Thailand, supplying water to communities in Chiang
Mai and Chiang Rai before joining the Mekong River.
Recent tests by Thailand's Department of Pollution
Control revealed that levels of arsenic and lead in the
river are more than double the safety threshold,
prompting Thai agencies to advise a halt in water
usage.

The Office of the National Water Resources (ONWR)
believes the pollution likely stems from gold mining
activities upstream in Myanmar, particularly in areas
controlled by the United Wa State Army—a powerful
ethnic armed group that operates autonomously along
Myanmar's eastern border and is known to grant
mining licenses to foreign investors.

Efforts are underway through regional bodies such as
the Mekong River Commission Secretariat and the
Lancang-Mekong Cooperation group to involve
Myanmar in setting up joint water-quality monitoring
and river flow assessments. Thailand’s Ministry of
Foreign Affairs is also exploring diplomatic channels for
direct dialogue. [Bangkok Post]

VietCham Thailand spurs for economic
cooperation

(ed) On a networking event at the Vietnam Chamber of
Commerce in Thailand more than 50 businesses
discussed about expanding partnership and
intensifying the economic cooperation. Thailand-
Vietnam relationship continues to flourish in key sector
such as trade, investment, tourism and education.

Vietnam's significance as a crucial trade partner for
Thailand and is responsible for notable achievements
of Thai companies in the Vietnamese expanding
market was highlighted. The VietCham Thailand
aspires to position itself as a central platform to share
ideas, capitalize on opportunities and tackle challenges
in a cooperation spirit.

The Vietnamese Ambassador to Thailand commented
on the efforts made by the Chamber of Commerce. He
expresses confidence that the organization will help
build a dynamic business community and strengthen
bilateral ties.


https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-sdtkidy-l-hdt/

The event was constituted of leaders in different
sectors, but also young entrepreneur and startup
leaders to encourage new opportunities, have an
innovative approach and diversify the community. The
goal is to develop a meaningful and long-term
collaboration between the two countries. [The Nation]
[Investment and Trade Promotion Center]

Thailand considers U.S. corn and LNG
imports to ease trade tensions

Thailand is preparing to reduce tariffs on U.S. corn and
expand liquefied natural gas (LNG) imports from
American suppliers as part of efforts to address its
trade imbalance with the United States and mitigate
the impact of steep U.S. tariffs. These measures come
after Washington imposed a 36 percent tariff on Thai
exports, a move temporarily paused for 90 days to
allow room for negotiations.

Finance Minister Pichai Chunhavajira confirmed that
Thailand would lower tariffs on American corn imports,
although the exact import volume is still under review.
U.S. corn, currently subject to a 73 percent import tax,
could help lower animal feed costs domestically, which
is essential given Thailand’s annual corn consumption
of 9 million metric tons—of which about half is
imported.

While emphasizing fair treatment for all trading
partners, Pichai also noted that Thailand had no
immediate plans to import U.S. pork to protect
domestic producers. Additional options under
consideration include tariff reductions on other
agricultural goods and expanding joint investment in
energy with the U.S., alongside Thai Airways' plans to
buy more aircraft from Boeing.

On the energy front, Thai authorities are working on a
plan to import more LNG from U.S. sources, potentially
including U.S. companies operating in the Middle East.
While the logistics of transporting LNG directly from
the U.S. would raise costs, officials are exploring
whether to purchase through spot markets or long-
term contracts. LNG makes up 60 percent of Thailand's
power generation fuel, and any increase in import
costs would likely raise domestic electricity prices.

With a 2024 trade surplus of over USD 35 billion (THB
1.2 trillion), Thailand was the 11th-largest source of
surplus for the U.S., prompting pressure from
Washington to reduce the gap. Thai officials are also
considering encouraging domestic firms to invest in
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U.S.-based energy ventures as another mechanism to
rebalance trade ties. [Bangkok Post 1] [Bangkok Post 2]

Former Thai Buddhism office chief
arrested in U.S. over temple fund
embezzlement

(Im) Nopparat Benjawattananan, former chief of
Thailand's National Office of Buddhism (NOB), has
been arrested by U.S. authorities in Texas following a
Thai request for extradition. He fled Thailand in 2017
after being implicated in large-scale embezzlement of
temple funds.

The National Anti-Corruption Commission (NACC)
accuses Nopparat and two senior officials of
demanding that temples return up to 90 percent of
their annual subsidies under false pretenses. The
funds were then allegedly funneled to associates and
relatives. In one case, a cheque for THB 1.6 million
(USD 47,100) was issued to Nopparat's sibling.

Nopparat is linked to at least 36 of 47 ongoing NACC
temple fraud cases and over a dozen police corruption
probes. The NACC has seized assets worth THB 94.2
million (USD 2.77 million) and formally charged him
with embezzling THB 30 million (USD 884,000). His
extradition process is now underway. [Bangkok Post]

Bangkok-Budapest partnership grows,
exploring Al for greener city solutions

(bk) On April 10, 2025, Bangkok Governor Chadchart
Sittipunt hosted Dr. Lajos Olah, the Deputy Speaker of
the Hungarian National Assembly, who visited Thailand
from April 7-10, to discuss expanding cooperation
between Bangkok and Budapest, with a focus on the
potential application of Artificial Intelligence (Al) for
environmental protection.

The meeting in Bangkok marked a continuation of the
collaboration between the two cities, which formalized
their twin city relationship through a Cooperation
Agreement in 1997. This agreement covers a wide
range of areas, including urban management, housing
policy, public transport, urban rail network
development, wastewater treatment, environmental
protection, and cultural exchanges. [The Nation]
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Thailand and New Zealand seek closer ties
amidst Trump’s tariff turmoil

(msz) On April 11, Thai Prime Minister Paetongtarn
Shinawatra and her New Zealand counterpart
Christopher Luxon made a telephone call to accelerate
the strengthening of bilateral trade ties amidst the
global challenges, particularly the US threat of high
reciprocal tariffs. Paetongtarn reaffirmed Thailand's
commitment to elevating bilateral ties with New
Zealand to a strategic partnership by 2026.

The two leaders raised concerns about the potential
for escalating trade wars and rising global inflation,
which could result in an economic downturn. The two
leaders pledged to use the existing frameworks, such
as ASEAN-Australia-New Zealand Free Trade
Agreement (AANZFTA), Regional Comprehensive
Economic Partnership (RCEP) and the Comprehensive
and Progressive Agreement for Trans-Pacific
Partnership (CPTPP) as tools to mitigate the impacts of
US import taxes.

The US currently made a 90-day pause on all countries,
except China, while the 10% baseline import tax is still
in place. Thailand and New Zealand are currently
facing the threat of 36% and 20% respective reciprocal
tariff rates from the US. [Bangkok Post]

Vietnam trade talks with U.S. amid tariff
pressure, pledges reforms and expanded
imports

(cmc/Im) Vietnam and the United States have formally
agreed to launch negotiations on a reciprocal trade
agreement following the U.S. decision to suspend a 46
percent tariff on Vietnamese imports. The
announcement came after Deputy Prime Minister Ho
Duc Phoc met with U.S. Trade Representative Jamieson
Greer in Washington on April 9. While the country-
specific tariff has been paused, a blanket 10 percent
tariff on global imports remains in place under
President Donald Trump's trade policy.

The talks are part of Vietnam'’s broader effort to
rebalance economic ties with the U.S,, its largest
export market, and to avoid long-term disruption amid
a ballooning bilateral trade surplus that reached nearly
USD 105 billion in 2024. After Vietnam formally
requested a 45-day delay to allow for negotiations, the
U.S. agreed to pause the new duties—creating a
narrow window for Vietnam to demonstrate progress
on key U.S. concerns.
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To support its diplomatic engagement, Vietnam has
moved swiftly on several fronts. Domestically, the
government has cut import duties on select U.S. goods,
eased technical barriers, and streamlined customs and
VAT procedures. It has also pledged to increase
imports of liquefied natural gas (LNG), aircraft, and
agricultural products from the U.S. Prime Minister
Pham Minh Chinh, chairing his fourth cabinet meeting
on the matter, emphasized that the current crisis
offers an opportunity to restructure Vietnam’s
economy, diversify products, and enhance resilience.
[Viet Nam News]

Vietnamese leaders have taken visible steps to deepen
bilateral ties. Deputy Prime Minister Phoc's U.S. visit
included meetings with Treasury Secretary Scott
Bessent and top executives from Boeing, SpaceX,
Apple, Intel, and Coca-Cola, with discussions focusing
on trade transparency, technology, and manufacturing
cooperation. Meanwhile, Vietnamese airlines
announced significant aircraft financing deals—Vietjet
secured USD 200 million from KKR and USD 300 million
from AV AirFinance for Boeing 737 Max deliveries,
while Vietnam Airlines entered a USD 560 million
agreement with Citibank. [Bloomberg] [Radio Free
Asia] [Reuters] [VnExpress]

Crucially, Vietnam is addressing Washington’s concerns
over transshipment and origin fraud. U.S. officials have
alleged that some Chinese goods are being relabeled
and rerouted through Vietnam to evade higher tariffs.
In response, Hanoi has launched a coordinated
crackdown, with customs and trade authorities
instructed to deliver a plan within weeks targeting
improper documentation and mislabeling. Trade data
shows a close correlation between rising Vietnamese
exports to the U.S. and surging Chinese imports,
prompting concerns that Vietnam may be
inadvertently serving as a conduit for tariff avoidance.

In addition, Vietnam is drafting new rules on dual-use
exports, such as semiconductors, which can have
military applications. A new decree will require
advanced declarations and approval processes for
high-tech goods, aligning with U.S. efforts to limit
sensitive technology transfers to China. The move is
seen as part of Vietnam'’s attempt to balance its
strategic ties with both Washington and Beijing without
alienating either. [CNBC] [Viet Nam News] [Reuters]

Vietnam and Spain seek to elevate ties
amid global trade tensions
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(cmc) Spanish Prime Minister Pedro Sanchez arrived in
Hanoi on April 9 for an official visit aimed at
strengthening political and economic relations
between Spain and Vietnam. The visit comes as both
countries face new U.S. tariffs — 46% on Vietnamese
goods and 25% on EU products — that threaten to
disrupt export growth and foreign investment.
[Reuters]

During talks with Vietnamese Prime Minister Pham
Minh Chinh, both sides reaffirmed their support for
free trade and expressed opposition to protectionist
measures. Vietnam proposed upgrading bilateral
relations to a comprehensive strategic partnership,
citing strong diplomatic ties, growing trade, and mutual
interest in global supply chain resilience. [VOV]

Spain, which is involved in high-speed rail development
globally, expressed interest in supporting Vietnam's
infrastructure modernization. Vietnam has outlined
ambitious plans to expand rail connectivity, including a
1,541-kilometer high-speed line between Hanoi and Ho
Chi Minh City and new cross-border routes with China.
[Reuters]

Sanchez's trip to Vietnam is part of a broader East Asia
tour that includes China, aimed at reinforcing Spain’s
engagement in the Indo-Pacific and bolstering trade
amid shifting geopolitical dynamics. This visit also
highlights the European Union's role as a significant
economic partner for ASEAN countries. The EU is
ASEAN's third-largest trading partner, accounting for
8% of total trade. Notably, Vietnam's exports to the EU
constitute 12.3% of its total exports, underscoring the
importance of EU markets for Vietnam's economy.
Despite this robust trade relationship, the EU has free
trade agreements with only two ASEAN countries—
Singapore and Vietnam—while pursuing bilateral FTAs
with others, including Thailand and Malaysia. This
approach reflects the EU's strategy to deepen
economic ties in the region amid global trade
uncertainties. [FULCRUM, Straits Times]

Vietnam, New Zealand counterpart agree
to strengthen comprehensive strategic
partnership

(Im) Vietnamese Prime Minister Pham Minh Chinh and
New Zealand Prime Minister Christopher Luxon held a
phone call on April 10 to discuss the advancement of
bilateral ties and regional economic cooperation. The
call, initiated by the New Zealand side, followed
Luxon'’s official visit to Vietnam in February 2025,
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during which both countries agreed to upgrade their
relations to a Comprehensive Strategic Partnership.

Prime Minister Chinh welcomed the deepening of ties
and proposed accelerating the implementation of the
new partnership through an action program that
supports mutual commitments. He also briefed Luxon
on Vietnam's ongoing negotiations with the United
States concerning newly announced reciprocal tariffs.

Chinh emphasized the importance of working closely
with partners like New Zealand within multilateral
frameworks such as the ASEAN-Australia-New Zealand
Free Trade Agreement (AANZFTA) and the
Comprehensive and Progressive Agreement for Trans-
Pacific Partnership (CPTPP). He proposed further
diversifying import-export products and set a bilateral
trade goal of USD 3 billion by 2026.

Prime Minister Luxon affirmed that both nations share
common interests in safeguarding global trade stability
and uninterrupted supply chains. He agreed to bolster
bilateral and multilateral cooperation, and both
leaders underscored their support for ASEAN'’s central
role in regional affairs and a rules-based international
trading system. [Viet Nam News]

Announcements

Upcoming online events

16 April 2025 @ 7:00 - 8:00 p.m. (GMT-4), Stimson,
USA

Critical Areas of Action for the Our Ocean
Conference

In advance of the tenth Our Ocean Conference
(O0C10) in Busan, the Stimson Center and World
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Resources Institute are hosting an evening
presentation and discussion of top-priority "areas of
action." The session will feature the newest
developments from partners and facilitate exchange
among OOC stakeholders of key themes and priorities.
Aimed at shaping effective engagement before, during,
and after OOC10, the conversation will foster
collaboration and consistency on pressing ocean
matters and shared goals on sustainable marine
stewardship and conservation. For more information,
see [Stimson].

16 April 2025 @ 9:00 a.m. (GMT-4), International
Crisis Group, USA

An Endgame in Gaza?

Israel's fresh onslaught on Gaza has shattered a 42-day
Hamas ceasefire, subjecting 2.2 million Palestinians to
further displacement and starvation and leaving the
fate of 59 Israeli hostages uncertain. The onslaught is
reconfiguring the enclave's geography and deepening
the humanitarian crisis. In this webcast, Crisis Group
experts will discuss why Israel chose to reignite the
war, examine Gaza and Hamas in their current
situation, and establish what needs to be done to bring
about the renewal of a ceasefire and remedy the
worsening humanitarian tragedy. For more
information, please visit [International Crisis Group].

17 April 2025 @ 10:00 - 11:30 a.m. (GMT+8), Yusof
Ishak Institute, Singapore

The Myanmar Earthquake Response:
Faultlines and Frontlines of Assistance

On 28 March 2025, a powerful earthquake struck
central Myanmar, prompting urgent relief efforts.
Regional neighbours responded quickly to the SAC
military regime’s call for aid, while U.S. aid cuts
hindered international humanitarian responses. The
disaster highlighted the need for external assistance
amid ongoing civil war tensions. As short-term needs
give way to longer-term recuperation, the challenge is
how Myanmar's political actors and international
partners can grasp this moment to engage
diplomatically. ISEAS' Myanmar Studies Programme
welcomes specialists to discuss these challenges. For
more information and to register online, please see
[ISEAS].
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17 April 2025 @ 10:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m. (GMT+2),
Clingendael, Netherlands

Seminar: Water challenges in Central Asia

This co-sponsored event, held together with the
International Tax and Investment Center, analyzes
Central Asia's growing water security challenge. With
over 82 million residents of Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan,
Tajikistan, Turkmenistan, and Uzbekistan affected,
issues like uneven distribution, old infrastructure, and
climate change are driving competition for water.
These issues challenge agriculture, energy, and socio-
economic progress in the region. The conference will
look at how Europe and the global community can
assist solutions that will lead to sustainable
management of water and regional stability. For more
information, see [Clingendael].

17 April 2025 @ 3:30 - 5:00 p.m. (GMT+8), National
University of Singapore, Singapore

Bureaucratic Propaganda: How
Authoritarian Media Documents
Performance in China

This seminar explains why "hard" propaganda persists
in authoritarian regimes, arguing that itis a
bureaucratic tool rather than public persuasion. The
paper, based on 1.4 million posts by Chinese local
government WeChat, shows that state media
documents officials' behavior to facilitate performance
appraisals, especially when leaders lack personal ties
with subordinates. Such "bureaucratic propaganda”
intensifies during review seasons and prioritizes
documentation over engagement. The findings confirm
propaganda's bureaucratic role, offering new evidence
of state media and bureaucratic control in
authoritarian environments. For more information see,
[NUS].

17 April 2025 @ 6:00 - 7:30 p.m. (GMT-4), Institute of
Policy Studies, USA

Lessons from South Korean Resistance to
Authoritarianism and the MAGA Global
Playbook

In December 2024, South Korean President Yoon Seok
Yeol declared martial law, invoking vague threats, and
ordered soldiers to arrest members of Parliament.
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Citizens mobilized to prevent the military, and
Parliament was able to overturn his edict. On April 4th,
the Constitutional Court will rule on his impeachment,
with far-reaching implications for South Korea's
democracy. In that regard, IPS will host an expert
roundtable on the pro-democracy movement and the
activism, labor, and media functions in resisting
authoritarianism and defending democratic
institutions. For more information see, [Institute for
Policy Studies].

22 April 2025 @ 10:00 - 11:30 a.m. (GMT+8),
Rajaratnam School of International Studies,
Singapore

RSIS Webinar by Mr Brent Sadler:
Statecraft

American statecraft has been unable to achieve
outcomes or deter adversaries. A novel approach—
naval statecraft—provides a strategic framework that
integrates economic tools, diplomacy, and sea power
to pursue national interests with allies and partners.
Rooted in maritime capabilities, it targets adversaries'
vulnerabilities and is flexible enough to confront
difficult global problems. Based on real incidents such
as the West Capella incident, the war in Ukraine, and
Pacific Island engagement, naval statecraft offers a
coherent, comprehensive approach to managing the
unpredictable global order of today. For more
information, see [RSIS].

22 April 2025 @ 10:00 - 11:155 a.m. (GMT-4), Asia
Policy Institute, USA

Phase 2: The Art of the Deal with China

With the Trump administration raising Chinese import
tariffs, the door is still open to a Phase 2 trade deal.
But is it likely to happen? This WITA and Asia Society
Policy Institute hosted session will explore what the
U.S. must bring to the table to make the deal worth
taking, what China may insist upon, and the lessons of
the Phase 1 negotiations and rollout. Experts will
balance the possibilities and challenges of enhancing
U.S.-China trade relations in these conditions. For
more information, please visit [Asia Policy Institute]

Recent Book Releases
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Kenneth A. Reinert, The Lure of Economic
Nationalism: Beyond Zero Sum, Anthem Press, 244
pages, published August 1, 2023 (hardback), 2025. For
a review, see [LSE].

Mathias Koenig-Archibugi, The Universal Republic: A
Realistic Utopia? Mathias Koenig-Archibugi, Oxford
University Press, 272 pages, published October 18,
2024. For a review, see [LSE].

Jonathan Haslam, Hubris: The American Origins of
Russia’s War Against Ukraine, Belknap Press, 368
pages, published September 12, 2024. For a review,
see [Foreign Affairs].

Eric Storm, Nationalism: A World History, Princeton
University Press, 496 pages, published October 29,
2024. For a review, see [Foreign Affairs].

Marcus Rediker, Villains of All Nations: Atlantic
Pirates in the Golden Age, Beacon Press, 240 pages,
published April 8, 2025. For a review, see [Penguin
Books].

Calls

The Latin American Society of International Law
(LASIL) invites paper proposals for its pre-conference
workshop “Narratives in International Courts and
Tribunals,” to be held online June 25, 2025. The
deadline for abstract submission is April 30, 2025. For
more information, see [LASIL].

The European Society of International Law (ESIL)
Feminism and International Law Interest Group
invites paper proposals for a preconference workshop
in the context of the ESIL Annual Conference 2025, on
“Reconstructing International Law,” to be held on
September 10, 2025, in Berlin. The deadline for
abstract submission is April 15, 2025. For more
information, see [ESIL].

The European Society of International Law (ESIL)
Interest Group on Peace and Security invites paper
proposals for a preconference workshop in the context
of the ESIL Annual Conference 2025, on
“Reconstructing Peace: (Mis)Uses of International
Law,” to be held on September 11, 2025, in Berlin. The
deadline for abstract submission is April 18, 2025. For
more information, see [ESIL].

Jobs and Positions
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United Nations Development Programme -
Philippines is looking for a Community Economic
Development Specialist. The deadline for application
submission is April 28, 2025. For more information, see
[UNDP].

United Nations Secretariat - Maputo is looking for
an Economist. The deadline for application
submission is May 13, 2025. For more information, see
[UN].

International Residual Mechanism for Criminal
Tribunals - Netherlands is looking for a Legal Intern
(Core Team). The deadline for application submission
is April 23, 2025. For more information, see [IRMCT].

Danish Refugee Council - Ukraine is looking for a
Protection Specialist (PSS). The deadline for
application submission is April 21, 2025. For more
information, see [DRC].

United Nations Secretariat - USA is looking for a
Political Affairs Officer. The deadline for application
submission is April 18, 2025. For more information, see
[UN].

United Nations Office of Counter-Terrorism - USA is
looking for an Intern - Political Affairs. The deadline
for application submission is April 26, 2025. For more
information, see [UNOCT].

United Nations Secretariat - Thailand is looking for a
Sustainable Development Officer, Regional Liaison.
The deadline for application submission is May 11,
2025. For more information, see [UN].

United Nations Development Programme is looking
for an Individual consultant to develop
communications strategy for the Judiciary. The
deadline for application submission is April 25, 2025.
For more information, see [UNDP].

The Law Society is looking for a Policy Adviser -
Private Client & Tax. The deadline for application
submission is April 21, 2025. For more information, see
[The Law Society].

University of Portsmouth is looking for a
Lecturer/Senior Lecturer in Law. The deadline for
application submission is April 27, 2025. For more
information, see [University of Portsmouth].

University of Reading is looking for an Associate
Professor in Commercial and/or Corporate Law. The
deadline for application submission is June 2, 2025. For
more information, see [University of Reading].



https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-sdtkidy-l-klj/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-sdtkidy-l-klt/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-sdtkidy-l-kli/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-sdtkidy-l-kld/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-sdtkidy-l-klh/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-sdtkidy-l-klk/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-sdtkidy-l-klu/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-sdtkidy-l-krl/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-sdtkidy-l-krr/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-sdtkidy-l-kry/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-sdtkidy-l-krj/

King's College London is looking for an Professor of
Law. The deadline for application submission is April
17, 2025. For more information, see [King's College
London].

University of Glasgow is looking for an Lecturer in
Public Law. The deadline for application submission is
May 4, 2025. For more information, see [University of
Glasgow].

Team:

Adhikan Dangplad (ad), Aung Naing Lin (anl), Aye Moe
Pwint Phyu, Busawan Kachonnarongvanish (bk),
Christopger McCabe (cmc), Daniel Rhys Harding (dh),
Dominic Andreas Dahl (db), Duc Quang Ly (dql), Eloise
Dupuis (ed), Fatima Nisar (fn), Felix Serna Calvo (fs), Geo
Dzakwan Arshali (ga), Hajra Nasir (hjn), Harini
Gunasekaran (hgk), Helene Ng Hui En (he), Henning Glaser
(hg), Herosha Shanmugam (hrs), Hoa Khanh Ngo (hn),
Htet Hlaing Win (hw), Ismit Ara Jiniya (ij), Jamison Tate
O'Brien (jto), Jesse Mahoney (jm), Kiersten Alexis Philavanh
(kp), Lizhi Dong (Id), Lucas Meier (Im), Madeleine
McWilliam (mm), Maung Maung Oo (mo), Mohammad
Rizwan Ali (mra), Myat Sandar Zaw (msz), Nathaniel
Anderson (na), Nicholas Fenech (nf), Nguyen Hoang Thuy
Tien (nt), Patrick Nguyen (pn), Renee Teoh (rt), Robishan
Subba (rs), Sofiia Lysko (sl), Steven Naaman (sn), Sudiksha
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We would greatly appreciate your feedback! Please
send any feedback you have regarding this newsletter
to: info@cpg-online.de

Also, don't forget to Like CPG on Facebook, and
browse our website for other updates and news!
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