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Dear Readers,

Welcome to this week’s issue of the Asia in Review (AiR)
covering the latest events, developments and trends in
domestic politics, international relations and

geopolitics in East Asia, South Asia, and Southeast Asia.

| wish you an informative read and extend special
greetings to everyone who celebrates Sierra Leone's
and Togo's Independence Day, the Netherlands’ King's
Day, and South Africa’s Freedom Day this week.

With best regards,

Henning Glaser

Editor in Chief

Webpage: www.cpg-online.de, Facebook:
https://www.facebook.com/CPGT
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China: Chengdu protest banners echo
calls for reform and democracy

(Ib) In the early hours of April 15, three pro-democracy
banners appeared on a pedestrian bridge near
Chadianzi Bus Station in Chengdu, Sichuan Province.
The banners, written in bold red characters on a white
background, echoed demands for political reform and
rejection of one-party rule. The slogans read: “Without
political system reform, there will be no national
rejuvenation,” “The people do not need a political party
with unrestrained power,” and “China does not need
anyone to point out the direction, democracy is the
direction”. [China Digital Times]

The banners were reportedly prepared for over a year
by an anonymous individual who submitted photos
and a statement to the X (formerly Twitter), run by
citizen journalist Li Ying. The user expressed hope that
the platform—known for amplifying dissent during the
2022 “White Paper” protests—would help spread the
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message. The incident drew immediate comparisons to
the Sitong Bridge protest of October 2022, when Peng
Lifa, known online as “Peng Zaizhou,” hung anti-Xi
Jinping banners in Beijing, triggering nationwide
demonstrations [Radio Free Asial.

By the evening of April 15, Li Ying reported that the
contributor who sent the materials had been out of
contact for over thirteen hours. In his final email, the
man acknowledged the likelihood of arrest and said he
hoped his actions would inspire others: “I hope
democracy can be realized soon.” Local residents
confirmed the location of the protest as the Chadianzi
Third Ring Road Interchange.

According to political activists, these rare displays of
dissent reveal a persistent undercurrent of frustration
with China’s political system. As Guo Min, a former
police officer turned exiled activist, remarked,
“Although the voices from the people are very weak,
there are always calls to break through the darkness
and yearn for light.” [Radio Free Asial.

The Chengdu incident follows similar protests in July
2024 in Xinhua County, Hunan Province, where
banners copying Peng Lifa's slogans also briefly
appeared before being removed. The identity and fate
of those involved remain unknown. [CNA, in Chinese]

China: Former senior discipline official
arrested in ongoing anti-corruption
campaign

(Id) China has arrested Li Gang, a former senior anti-
corruption official, on suspicion of accepting bribes.
The arrest is part of the Chinese government's
continued efforts to clamp down on corruption within
the Communist Party and state institutions. [Xinhua, in
Chinese]

Li, 60, spent much of his career in Sichuan, holding
several key positions in the province. In 2020, he was
appointed Vice Governor of Sichuan. He was
transferred in 2021 to serve as a Standing Committee
member in Yunnan.

Li was promoted to a central government position in
January 2023, becoming the head of the discipline
inspection and supervision team at the Communist
Party’'s Organization Department, which serves as the
party's internal human resources agency, responsible
for managing appointments and promotions across
the party structure. However, he was placed under
investigation in September of the same year and was
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expelled from the Chinese Communist Party and
removed from public office in April 2025. [Lianhe
Zaobao, in Chinese]

The move underscores Beijing's ongoing push to root
out corruption among high-ranking officials. Over the
past year, Chinese authorities have launched
investigations into several prominent figures, including
a deputy governor of the central bank, a senior military
officer, and the former chairman of China's largest il
and gas firm.

President Xi Jinping has repeatedly emphasized the
threat that corruption poses to the Communist Party’'s
authority. In a speech delivered to China’s top anti-
corruption watchdog in January, Xi warned that
corruption remains pervasive and is continuing to
grow. [Reuters]

China: Stronger reform of state-owned
enterprise, disaster readiness urged

(Ib) During an inspection tour in Heilongjiang Province
from April 15 to 17, Vice Premier Zhang Guoging
emphasized the need to accelerate reforms of state-
owned enterprises and improve regional emergency
rescue infrastructure. Zhang, a member of the Political
Bureau of the Chinese Communist Party’'s Central
Committee, highlighted both economic and safety
priorities in his remarks.

He reiterated the strategic importance of making state-
owned enterprises (SOEs) "stronger and better,"
particularly by reinforcing their role in scientific and
technological innovation. Zhang stressed that
breakthroughs in key technologies are essential for
China’s long-term competitiveness, calling for more
efficient allocation of resources in critical industries
and improved core capabilities to achieve high-quality
development.

In addition to economic reforms, Zhang also focused
on disaster preparedness. He called for the creation of
more regional emergency rescue centers, designed to
respond to floods and forest fires. These centers, he
said, must operate in coordination with local
authorities and have systems in place for rapid
response and cross-regional support. The aim is to
build a robust and integrated emergency response
network across provinces. [Xinhua]
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China: Amnesty launches first overseas-
run Hong Kong section

(Ib) Amnesty International (Al) has launched a new
section dedicated to Hong Kong, operating entirely in
exile and run by activists in the diaspora. The group’s
Hong Kong office was forced to close on October 31,
2021, in response to increasing pressure under
Beijing's national security law. The new entity, Amnesty
International Hong Kong Overseas, is officially
registered in Switzerland and will advocate for the
rights of Hongkongers both within the city and abroad.

The move comes amid a broader deterioration of civil
society in Hong Kong. Since the 2019 pro-democracy
protests, over 10,000 individuals—many of them
students—have been arrested for protest-related
actions. According to Al, more than 300 people have
been detained under charges related to national
security. Amnesty International has condemned these
arrests and labeled several individuals, including media
figure Jimmy Lai and lawyer Chow Hang-tung, as
prisoners of conscience. [Amnesty International]

Led by prominent Hong Kong diaspora activists in the
United Kingdom, United States, Canada, Australia, and
Taiwan, the new section aims to support those still in
the city and strengthen global solidarity. [Radio Free
Asial

The creation of this new section also responds to rising
transnational repression. Board member Joey Siu, who
is among nineteen activists facing police bounties from
Hong Kong authorities, stressed that threats persist
beyond the city's borders. Amnesty’s global Secretary
General, Agnés Callamard, described the new section
as a model of resilience and a vital platform for
defending human rights in the face of
authoritarianism. [Amnesty International]

China: Museums directed to promote
ethnic unity and counter “incorrect
historical narratives”

(Id) China's top ethnic policy official has instructed the
nation’s museums to adopt a unified historical
narrative that emphasizes ethnic cohesion and
counters portrayals of division between the Han
majority and minority groups. The directive was issued
by Pan Yue, director of the National Ethnic Affairs
Commission (NEAC), during the first national training
session for museum directors held in Beijing on April
16.
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Pan, who is ethnically Han, stated that museums must
avoid framing China’s historical development as
oppositional between the Central Plains—the
heartland of Han civilization—and border regions,
which are home to many ethnic minorities. He called
for an approach that highlights shared contributions to
Chinese civilization, using archaeological discoveries to
"tell the China story" and refute interpretations that
depict Han and non-Han cultures as fundamentally at
odds. [NEAC, in Chinese]

The policy direction echoes themes long emphasized
by President Xi Jinping. Since 2013, Xi has repeatedly
urged officials to “tell China’s story well,” and in 2023
he highlighted the importance of archaeology in
fostering a deeper understanding of Chinese cultural
identity. Xi has asserted that the integration of various
ethnic cultures underpins the unity of Chinese
civilization and provides the foundation for national
strength and public well-being. [South China Morning
Post]

In line with this view, Pan has also rejected
international criticism of cultural assimilation in
regions like Xinjiang. During a 2024 visit to the ancient
Silk Road city of Kashgar, he dismissed claims that
Xinjiang culture was being assimilated by Han
influence as “ignorance of Chinese history.” [People’s
Daily]

China: Lead in thorium nuclear energy
reinforced with breakthrough molten salt
reactor

(Ib) Chinese scientists have successfully refueled a
working thorium molten salt reactor while it remained
operational, marking a major milestone in clean energy
development. The experimental reactor, located in the
Gobi Desert, is the first of its kind to achieve sustained,
stable operation using thorium as a fuel source. The
announcement was made on April 8 during a closed-
door meeting at the Chinese Academy of Sciences,
according to chief scientist Xu Hongjie. [South China
Morning Post]

Xu revealed that China's reactor draws on declassified
research from the United States, which had
abandoned its molten salt program in the 1960s. “The
US left its research publicly available, waiting for the
right successor,” he said. Chinese scientists studied the
American data, recreated the original experiments,
and pushed the technology further.
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Unlike conventional uranium reactors, China’s unit
uses molten salt both as a coolant and fuel carrier.
Thorium, a more abundant element in the Earth'’s
crust, is used as the primary fuel. The reactor
generates 2 megawatts of thermal power, enough to
power a small village. It operates at atmospheric
pressure and naturally limits overheating, significantly
improving safety. Experts argue that thorium reactors
produce far less long-lived radioactive waste and carry
lower proliferation risks compared to uranium-based
systems.

Construction of the current reactor began in 2018, with
the team expanding from a few dozen researchers to
over 400. The reactor reached criticality in October
2023 and full-power operation by June 2024,
completing its first in-operation thorium reload just
four months later. [Interesting Engineering]

China is already preparing to scale up. A larger thorium
reactor is under construction and scheduled to
become operational by 2030, with an output of 10
megawatts of electricity. Xu emphasized the project's
symbolic significance, noting that it echoes China'’s
nuclear milestone of detonating its first hydrogen
bomb on June 17, 1967.

With vast domestic thorium reserves—particularly in
Inner Mongolia—some scientists suggest China could
theoretically meet its energy needs for tens of
thousands of years, all while reducing environmental
and security risks. [South China Morning Post]

China: Stricter EV battery safety
standards to prevent fires and explosions
introduced

(Id) China's Ministry of Industry and Information
Technology has issued a new national safety standard
for electric vehicle (EV) batteries on April 14, requiring
that they "must not catch fire or explode," in an effort
to address growing safety concerns in the rapidly
expanding EV industry. [Xinhua, in Chinese]

The new technical standards, applicable to all battery-
powered vehicles, include mandatory tests that require
batteries to remain free from fire or explosion within
specified time frames. The measures focus on
preventing “thermal runaway,” a condition identified as
the most frequent cause of battery fires. The standards
also introduce testing for crash impact resilience and
fast-charging tolerance, strengthening the previous
2020 version, which only required a five-minute
warning signal before thermal events.
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The standard also introduces more rigorous testing
conditions, including crash resilience and tolerance to
fast charging. EV manufacturers and battery suppliers
will be required to ensure that batteries remain stable
and do not ignite or explode during these stress tests.
The updated requirements specifically target thermal
runaway, a key cause of battery-related fires.

NEVs—which include EVs and plug-in hybrids—have
surpassed gasoline-powered vehicle sales in China on
a monthly basis since last year. This rapid growth has
far outpaced Beijing's original goal, set in 2015, for
NEVs to reach 20 percent of total sales by 2025. That
target was later revised to over 50 percent by 2035,
supported by over a decade of state incentives and
policy support. [Reuters]

While the regulation aims to significantly reduce the
risk of battery fires, industry experts caution that
complete prevention will depend on cooperation
between carmakers and battery manufacturers. The
announcement comes amid heightened public scrutiny
following several high-profile EV fire incidents in China
this year. [Lianhe Zaobao, in Chinese]

China: Trade war fallout forces freight
cancellations and rerouting

(Ib) Freight companies are canceling dozens of sailings
out of China as the effects of the United States-China
trade war intensify. Ocean carriers have responded to
dwindling demand by blanking at least 80 scheduled
transpacific sailings, with key shipping alliances
suspending entire routes. These changes reflect both
immediate impacts from higher U.S. tariffs and
growing uncertainty in global trade. Routes involving
ports like Qingdao, Shanghai, and Ningbo have been
postponed or altered, affecting both U.S. importers
and exporters reliant on container traffic for goods
movement.

The scale of the slowdown is significant. Each canceled
sailing can remove 8,000 to 10,000 twenty-foot
equivalent units (TEUs) from circulation, reducing total
freight capacity by up to 800,000 containers. This
decline translates into fewer port operations, lower
service fees, and diminished activity for truck, rail, and
warehousing services. Ocean carriers are not only
canceling sailings but also rerouting or cutting vessel
strings entirely—shifting to smaller ships or employing
slow steaming methods to optimize existing capacity.
[CNBC]
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Container volumes from China to the United States
have already fallen sharply, with some shipping
segments—such as apparel, textiles, and accessories—
dropping by over 50 percent. These categories have
been heavily targeted by U.S. tariffs. While blank
sailings help carriers maintain vessel profitability, they
can also create pricing instability. During the COVID-19
pandemic, such cancellations contributed to a
dramatic spike in shipping costs, with rates reaching
USD 30,000 per container. [ICIS]

Vietnam is emerging as a partial beneficiary of China’s
trade troubles. Rates on routes from Ho Chi Minh City
to Los Angeles have surged by 24 percent, with mid-
tier pricing for larger shippers up 43 percent. Despite
rising costs, importers are turning to Vietnam and
other low-tariff countries to hedge against further
trade shocks. While reshoring supply chains to the
United States remains a political goal, surveys suggest
high costs and a lack of skilled labor continue to drive
firms toward alternative Asian sourcing hubs.

Container throughput at Chinese ports dropped 6.1
percent earlier this month with projections showing
booking declines of 30-60 percent through May. The
Labor Day holiday in China may deepen the slump.
Analysts now forecast U.S. imports to fall 20 percentin
the second half of 2025, following a brief surge earlier
in the year as firms rushed to frontload shipments
before tariffs took effect. Unless trade policies shift,
total annual container volumes could fall by 15 percent
or more, with ripple effects for industries relying on
containerized transport—including polymers, pigments
like titanium dioxide, and other packaged chemicals.
[ICIS]

China: BYD and Saudi Aramco sign
agreement to jointly develop new energy
vehicle technologies,

(Id) Saudi Aramco, the national oil company of Saudi
Arabia and one of the largest and most valuable
companies in the world, has signed a joint
development agreement with Chinese electric vehicle
(EV) manufacturer BYD to collaborate on new energy
vehicle technologies. The agreement aims to improve
vehicle efficiency and environmental performance.

The partnership comes amid a rising focus on EV
adoption in the kingdom. Saudi Arabia has set a target
to increase the proportion of electric vehicles on its
roads from 1 percent to 30 percent within five years.
However, achieving this goal remains challenging, with
only 101 EV charging stations nationwide as of 2024.
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The new deal follows Tesla's recent entry into the Saudi
market, marked by an event in Riyadh on April 10.
Tesla's expansion comes as the U.S.-based automaker
seeks to recover from a 13 percent decline in global
sales during the first quarter of 2025, amid growing
competition and political scrutiny of CEO Elon Musk.
Tesla has announced plans to support its Saudi
operations through online sales platforms, temporary
retail locations, and a network of Supercharger
stations in major cities.

The deal also highlights the intensifying rivalry
between Tesla and BYD, the world's two largest EV
manufacturers. BYD's aggressive global expansion and
competitively priced models have increasingly
pressured Tesla's market position, particularly in key
international markets. [Reuters]

China - Hong Kong: Labor scheme
reviewed amid surge in non-local worker
approvals

(Ib) Hong Kong authorities have approved more than
54,000 non-local workers under the Enhanced
Supplementary Labour Scheme (ESLS), introduced in
September 2023. The program, which is set to expire in
September 2025, temporarily lifts previous restrictions
on importing workers for 26 job types and unskilled
positions, including cashiers, dishwashers, and security
guards. According to Secretary for Labour and Welfare
Chris Sun, the government received over 100,000
applications from employers seeking to import
workers under the scheme, reflecting a strong demand
to fill labor gaps across sectors. [The Government of
the Hong Kong Special Administrative Region]

Of the 54,278 non-local workers approved so far,
36,555 were granted positions that were previously
closed to foreign labor. Waiter positions were the most
sought after, followed by junior cook roles. While
employers are required to offer salaries no lower than
the local median wage for comparable jobs, the
government does not track how many approved
workers have actually arrived and started working in
Hong Kong. Median wage data is published online by
the Labour Department, with examples including
cleaners and sales assistants. However, the
government does not collect employment rate data for
these job categories

Concerns have been raised about wage exploitation
and the impact on local workers. Under the scheme,
employers must sign a Standard Employment Contract
(SEC) and are prohibited from making unauthorized
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wage deductions or asking workers for rebates.
However, labor unions such as the Hong Kong
Federation of Trade Unions have criticized the
program, claiming it suppresses local wages and
employment opportunities. In response, the
government has set up an inter-departmental task
force to monitor abuses and prosecute employers
violating labor laws or ESLS terms. Imported workers
can also receive support through a newly launched
scheme designed to help those facing exploitation.
[The Government of the Hong Kong Special
Administrative Region]

The government is currently reviewing the ESLS,
including its scope, operations, and worker
protections. This review will inform whether the
scheme is extended or potentially made permanent.
Authorities are gathering feedback from labor groups
and employers as part of the process, with a focus on
balancing manpower needs and safeguarding local
employment.

The review comes amid broader efforts to address
labor shortages in sectors such as construction,
transport, and elderly care, where quotas for non-local
workers have also been. [Hong Kong Free Press]

China: First-quarter GDP growth beats
expectations

(Id) China's economy expanded by 5.4 percent year-on-
year in the first quarter of 2025, surpassing market
expectations, according to official data released by the
National Bureau of Statistics (NBS) on April 16. The
stronger-than-anticipated performance was driven by
earlier government stimulus measures and a surge in
exports ahead of anticipated U.S. tariffs. However,
analysts caution that the full economic impact of
ongoing trade tensions and domestic deflationary
pressures has yet to materialize. [NBS, in Chinese]

The NBS described the first-quarter performance as a
“stable start and positive opening” for the year,
attributing the outcome to the continued effectiveness
of macroeconomic policies. However, it warned that
the external environment remains “complex and
severe,” and that domestic demand still lacks strong
momentum, requiring further reinforcement of the
recovery's foundation.

The first-quarter gross domestic product (GDP) growth
exceeded forecasts from Bloomberg, which projected
5.2 percent, and Reuters, which predicted 5.1 percent.
On a quarterly basis, China’'s GDP rose 1.2 percent.
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Industrial production saw a notable rise in March, with
value-added output from large-scale enterprises
growing by 7.7 percent year-on-year—the fastest pace
since June 2021. This momentum helped lift overall
first-quarter industrial output growth to 6.5 percent, an
increase of 0.7 percentage points from 2024's full-year
figure. [Bloomberg] [Reuters 1]

While the Chinese government has set an annual GDP
growth target of around 5 percent, many major
investment banks have recently downgraded their
outlooks in light of intensifying trade tensions with the
United States. UBS cut its 2025 forecast from 4 percent
to 3.4 percent, Nomura lowered its estimate from 4.5
percent to 4 percent, and Singapore’s United Overseas
Bank reduced its projection from 5 percent to 4.2
percent, citing the prolonged downturn in the
domestic property market and an escalating trade
conflict with the U.S. as reasons. [Lianhe Zaobao, in
Chinese]

Fiscal revenue declines 1.1 percent in first quarter amid
tariff and deflation pressures

Meanwhile, China’s fiscal revenue fell 1.1 percent year-
on-year in the first quarter of 2025, totaling CNY 6
trillion (USD 821.54 billion), as the government
attempts to support a fragile economic recovery while
contending with escalating trade tensions with the
United States.

The decline, reported by China’s Ministry of Finance
(MOF) on April 18, marks an improvement from the 1.6
percent year-on-year drop recorded in the first two
months of the year. The easing pace of decline comes
as Beijing ramps up efforts to stabilize growth and
offset the impact of mounting U.S. tariffs.

Tax revenue decreased by 3.5 percent in the January-
March period compared to the previous year, while
non-tax revenue—such as earnings from state-owned
assets and land sales—rose by 8.8 percent. Fiscal
spending increased by 4.2 percent year-on-year over
the same period. [MOF, in Chinese]

China has set its 2025 budget deficit target at around 4
percent of GDP, the highest on record, as it aims to
meet its economic growth goal of approximately 5
percent. However, analysts warn that rising tariffs and
a sluggish domestic recovery make achieving that
target increasingly difficult.

Earlier this month, Fitch Ratings downgraded China's
sovereign credit outlook, citing a sharp rise in
government debt and risks to fiscal sustainability. The
downgrade underscores the challenge for Chinese
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policymakers as they seek to stimulate consumption
and shield the economy from a broader trade
slowdown (see AiR, No. 14, April/2025, 2).

Despite some positive signs—such as stronger-than-
expected new bank lending and export figures in
March—the broader recovery remains uneven.
Consumer prices have declined for two consecutive
months, and producer prices have continued to fall,
adding to concerns over deflation. Domestic demand
remains weak, weighed down by persistently low
confidence due to the prolonged property market
downturn and renewed deflationary pressures.
[Reuters 2]

China: Central bank urges state firms to
use yuan in overseas expansion

(Id) China's central bank has called on state-owned
enterprises to prioritize the use of the yuan in
payments and settlements during their overseas
operations, in a move aimed at advancing the
internationalization of its currency. The
announcement, made on April 21, underscores
Beijing's strategic intent to bolster the global presence
of the yuan amid rising global trade tensions.

The People’s Bank of China (PBOC) released the
statement in coordination with the National Financial
Regulatory Administration, the State Administration of
Foreign Exchange, and the Shanghai municipal
government. The initiative comes as the Chinese
government faces escalating tariff pressures from the
United States.

In its official notice, the PBOC encouraged commercial
banks in Shanghai to increase cross-border credit
issuance in order to reduce yuan financing costs for
companies. The goal is to support trade and
investment activities denominated in yuan and
promote the broader use of the currency in
international commerce. [PBOC, in Chinese]

The central bank also said it plans to strengthen the
Cross-Border Interbank Payment System (CIPS), which
facilitates international yuan settlements, and will
explore the application of blockchain technologies to
enhance transaction security and efficiency. The notice
emphasized the PBOC's commitment to providing
robust clearing and settlement services for global
trade, investment, and shipping involving the yuan. In
addition, the central bank expressed support for the
Shanghai Gold Exchange to expand cooperation with
foreign exchanges and increase the global application
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of yuan-denominated benchmark pricing in key
commodity markets.

These measures reflect China's continued push to
challenge the dominance of the U.S. dollar in global
finance and promote the yuan as a credible alternative
in international transactions. [Reuters]

China: AG600 amphibious aircraft receives
green light for market entry

(Ib) China's AG600 “Kunlong,” the world's largest civilian
amphibious aircraft by takeoff weight, has been
granted a Type Certificate by the Civil Aviation
Administration of China, signaling its readiness for
commercial operations. This follows 15 years of
development and testing, reflecting the latest
achievement in China's ambitions in the aerospace
sector. [China Daily, in Chinese]

Developed by the Aviation Industry Corporation of
China, the AG600 is designed for critical missions such
as aerial firefighting and maritime search and rescue.
The aircraft can carry up to 12 tons of water, cruise at
220 kilometers per hour, and cover a range of up to
4,500 kilometers. With a takeoff weight of 60 tons, the
aircraft is built to handle operations in both land and
water environments, positioning it as a versatile
platform for emergency response.

Engineers overcame major technical hurdles to enable
the AG600 to operate in two vastly different physical
environments. With air and water densities differing by
nearly 800 times, the aircraft required a boat-like hull,
wingtip floaters for stability, and specialized hull
features like anti-wave grooves and stepped contours.
Over 10,000 wind tunnel and hydrodynamics tests
were conducted to fine-tune the design. [Global Times]
[Bastille Post Global]

China: Sixth-generation stealth fighters
undergo test flights, displaying advanced
maneuverability

(Id) China appears to be accelerating testing of its sixth-
generation stealth fighter jets, with numerous recent
sightings of two aircraft—unofficially referred to as the
J-36 and J-50—captured in videos and photographs
circulating on Chinese social media. The footage and
images, reportedly taken over development sites in
southwestern and northeastern China, suggest that
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the new aircraft are entering more advanced stages of
test flights amid growing strategic rivalry with the
United States.

In a recent video, the Chengdu Aircraft Industry
Corporation’s (CAIC) fighter, the J-36, is seen
performing sharp aerial maneuvers that military
experts interpret as signs of high agility and advanced
flight control systems. If authentic, the footage
indicates that the jet's distinctive design—described as
resembling a ginkgo leaf—integrates trailing edge
control surfaces and split flaps on a delta wing
platform, enhancing lateral movement and overall

agility.

Chinese engineers are also developing a sophisticated
control system designed to enable the sixth-generation
J-36 stealth fighter to land with high precision on
aircraft carriers, according to a recent study published
in Acta Aeronautica et Astronautica Sinica, China's
leading aviation journal. [South China Morning Post 1]

The J-36 has been spotted several times recently near
the CAIC airfield in Chengdu, Sichuan Province. In one
instance, a motorist captured video footage of the
aircraft flying at low altitude over a motorway, with its
cockpit, dorsal air inlet, and three exhaust nozzles
clearly visible.

Meanwhile, in Liaoning Province, new images and
videos of the Shenyang Aircraft Corporation’s stealth
fighter—unofficially named the J-50—have also
surfaced. The aircraft was photographed on April 4,
with flight videos dated April 8 and April 16, marking
the clearest visuals yet of the jet since a grainy video
first appeared in December 2024.

U.S.-based defense website The War Zone analyzed the
J-50's design, highlighting its lambda wing platform,
articulated wingtips, and apparent use of thrust-
vectoring engines. Its side weapon bays were noted to
be similar to those found on the U.S. F-22 and China’s J-
20. The report also praised the aircraft's diverterless
supersonic inlet (DSI) for its refined and streamlined
integration with the nose of the jet, describing it as
more impressive than the design on the F-22. [The War
Zone]

Both the J-36 and J-50 feature a tailless configuration
that enhances radar stealth, a key characteristic of
sixth-generation fighter design. Notably, both aircraft
were first observed on December 26, 2024—the
birthday of former Chinese leader Mao Zedong—
though Chinese authorities have not officially
acknowledged either model or provided technical
specifications.
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These developments are seen as part of China’s rapid
advancement in military aviation technology. In a
parallel announcement on March 21, U.S. President
Donald Trump revealed that Boeing is developing the
U.S. Air Force's sixth-generation fighter, the F-47, with
experimental flights reportedly conducted in secret
over the past five years. The U.S. Navy is also in the
process of selecting its own next-generation aircraft.

As both the United States and China push ahead with
their sixth-generation fighter programs, the
competition for aerial technological superiority is
entering a new phase with significant strategic
implications. [South China Morning Post 2]

Japan: Revised law international
development aid takes effect

(ad) Japan has revised its official development
assistance (ODA) law to improve aid efficiency and
better respond to growing global development needs
within its limited budget. The changes, which took
effect on April 17, allow the Japan International
Cooperation Agency (JICA) to support bond issuance by
companies in developing nations—especially for green
projects—and to provide early-stage investment and
credit guarantees, aiming to attract more private
sector involvement.

The reforms reflect Japan's shift toward using ODA as a
catalyst for private investment in high-risk regions,
recognizing the limitations of relying solely on
government aid. JICA also gained more financial
flexibility, such as the ability to take long-term loans
from international institutions and repurpose unused
grant funds.

ODA spending has declined significantly from its 1997
peak to JPY 566.4 billion (USD 4 billion) in fiscal 2025.,
and nearly JPY 156.1 billion (USD 1.1 billion) in aid
remains unused due to delays from political instability,
natural disasters, and other disruptions.

Despite fiscal constraints, Japan continues to see ODA
as a key diplomatic tool to promote stability and
counter China’s growing influence in the Indo-Pacific
region. [Japan Today]

Japan: Opposition backlash and public
disapproval derail cash handout proposal
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(ad) Japan's government and ruling coalition, consisting
of the Liberal Democratic Party and its junior partner
Komeito, have scrapped plans to provide cash
handouts to ease the impact of inflation and US tariffs
due to strong opposition from opposition parties and
widespread public disapproval.

The proposed JPY 50,000 (USD 357) per person
payments will no longer be included in a
supplementary budget, which will not be submitted
during the current Diet session. Critics argued the plan
was fiscally pointless, especially with the ruling
coalition needing opposition support to pass
legislation after losing its Lower House majority in the
House of Representatives in last October's general
election (see AiIR_No. 44, October/2024, 5).

Instead, the government will focus on expanding fuel
subsidies and resuming aid for electricity and gas bills,
using reserve funds from the fiscal 2025 budget. [The
Asahi Shimbun]

Japan: Top scientists push back against
government reforms to science council

(ad) Japan'’s Science Council (SCJ) has voiced strong
opposition to a government-backed bill that would
change its status from a state body to an independent
legal entity (see AR No. 10, March/2025, 2), citing
concerns over increased political control and loss of
autonomy. On April 15, the SCJ passed a resolution
urging revisions to the proposal, which retains the
council's advisory role and public funding but
introduces oversight by two auditors and a seven-
member evaluation panel—all appointed by the prime
minister.

SCJ President Mamoru Mitsuishi and other leaders are
currently joining Diet discussions to push for changes
that protect the council's independence. Mitsuishi
warned that the reforms threaten the SCJ's autonomy
and risk dividing Japan’s scientific community.

Although the new bill removes the prime minister's
authority to appoint SC) members, critics argue it
increases political oversight. While the SCJ did not
demand the bill's full withdrawal, it is pushing for
significant revisions. The cautious stance reflects
internal divisions—scientists in fields like engineering
favor compromise to maintain government support,
while political scientists and historians are more
resistant to the proposed changes.
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Tensions between the SCJ and the government
escalated in 2020 when then-Prime Minister Yoshihide
Suga rejected six SCJ-nominated scholars, marking a
departure from past practices where the prime
minister's approval was symbolic. No clear explanation
for the rejection was ever provided. [The Asahi
Shimbun]

The SCJ, consisting of 210 leading scholars, plays a key
role in shaping national policies on science-related
issues such as nuclear energy and climate change. It
was founded in 1949 to ensure academic
independence following government interference
during World War 1.

Japan: Lawmakers visit war-linked
Yasukuni shrine

(dqgl) Approximately 70 Japanese lawmakers from
various political parties visited Tokyo's Yasukuni Shrine
during its spring festival on April 22. The shrine honors
Japan's war dead, including 14 convicted Class-A war
criminals, making it a longstanding source of
diplomatic tension with China and South Korea.

Prime Minister Shigeru Ishiba chose not to attend in
person, opting instead to send a ritual offering, a
decision that drew criticism from neighboring
countries. [NHK]

The cross-party group traditionally visits Yasukuni
Shrine during its spring and autumn festivals, as well
as on August 15, the anniversary of Japan's World War
Il surrender, despite ongoing regional objections.
[Kyodo News]

Japan: Student suicides hit record high in
2024

(ad) In 2024, Japan saw a record high of 529 suicides
among elementary, junior high, and high school
students, even as the country's overall suicide rate fell
to its second-lowest level since records began in 1978,
according to a recent report released by the health
ministry. The figures point to a deepening mental
health crisis among the nation’s youth that experts see
not adequately addressed. [South China Morning Post]

The total number of suicides dropped by 1,517 from
the previous year to 20,320. Male suicides fell for the
first time in three years to 13,801, while female


https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-sddhhjk-l-tu/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-sddhhjk-l-tu/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-sddhhjk-l-il/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-sddhhjk-l-ir/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-sddhhjk-l-iy/

suicides declined for the second consecutive year to
6,519.

Among the student suicides, 15 were elementary
school pupils, 163 were junior high students, and 351
were in senior high school. While suicides among male
students decreased by 20, cases involving female
students rose by 36, with notable increases among
junior high and high school girls. The highest number
of student suicides occurred in September.

“School problems” were the leading cause of suicide
among students, cited in 272 cases, with “academic
failure,” “discord with schoolmates,” and “career
concerns” being the most frequent reasons. Bullying
was cited in only nine cases. Across all age groups, the
most common cause of suicide was health-related
issues, followed by financial and family problems. The
student group was the only occupational category to
see an increase in suicide numbers. [The Asahi
Shimbun]

Japan: Atomic energy agency pushes for
production of hydrogen using nuclear
reactor heat

(ad) Japan plans to begin producing clean hydrogen by
2028 using heat from its High Temperature
Engineering Test Reactor (HTTR) in Ibaraki Prefecture,
potentially becoming the first country to do so with a
nuclear reactor. The Japan Atomic Energy Agency (JAEA)
applied for regulatory approval in March and aims to
use the HTTR, an experimental high-temperature gas-
cooled reactor (HTGR), to generate the high-
temperature heat needed for hydrogen production.

Hydrogen is seen as crucial for achieving carbon
neutrality, as it emits no CO2 when used for power or
heat. HTGRs are considered ideal for this purpose due
to their ability to produce higher temperatures than
conventional light-water reactors, allowing for more
efficient and stable hydrogen generation.

The JAEA plans to build the hydrogen production
facility near the HTTR, connected via underground
piping. However, the initial production process will still
emit some CO2. A separate study on hydrogen
production is underway to develop a CO2-free
hydrogen method. Looking ahead, Japan hopes to
construct a larger demonstration HTGR in the 2030s,
using insights gained from the HTTR project. [The Asahi
Shimbun]
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Meanwhile, the Ministry of Economy, Trade and
Industry (METI) will support international
standardization in five key sectors—perovskite solar
cells, quantum technology hydrogen and ammonia,
bio-manufacturing, and data linkage platforms—to
boost competitiveness in advanced technologies.

This is the first government-led initiative to standardize
specific fields, with a national strategy due by June.
METI will collaborate with the private sector and
develop expert teams to lead these efforts.

Standardization ensures global compatibility and
safety, opening markets and advancing innovation.
Japan aims to strengthen its influence in setting
standards amid rising global competition and growing
demand, particularly in renewable energy and
quantum computing.

The government also plans to apply expertise gained in
these sectors to other fields, following similar moves
by the U.S., China, and Europe. [The Japan News]

Japan: Core inflation rises 3.2 percent in
March

(ad) Japan's core consumer prices saw a 3.2 percent
increase in March from a year earlier, mainly due to a
sharp surge in rice prices, marking the third
consecutive year that inflation has remained at or
above the Bank of Japan's 2 percent target. The
increase in the core Consumer Price Index (excluding
fresh food) was up from 3.0 percent in February,
according to the Ministry of Internal Affairs and
Communications.

For the fiscal year ending in March, the core CPI grew
2.7 percent, matching the BOJ's forecast. The core-core
CPI, which excludes energy and fresh food prices,
climbed 2.9 percent in March, accelerating from 2.6
percent the previous month, reflecting ongoing
underlying inflationary pressure.

Rice prices jumped 92.1 percent year-on-year—the
fastest increase since 1971—due to lower yields from
extreme summer heat and rising production costs,
significantly affecting household budgets. This pushed
up prices for related food products such as rice balls
and sushi. Overall, processed food prices rose 6.2
percent, with other items like chocolate, pork, and
coffee beans also more expensive. Durable goods
prices climbed 6.5 percent, while energy prices rose at
a slower pace of 6.6 percent.
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The inflation data will be reviewed at the BOJ's
upcoming policy meeting on April 30, where officials
will consider whether to raise the current 0.5 percent
interest rate. [Kyodo News]

Japan: Foreign arrivals hits record 3.5
million in March

(ad) Japan saw a record 3.5 million foreign visitors in
March, a 13.5 percent increase from the same month
last year, highlighting the continued growth of its
tourism sector. From January to March 2025, total
foreign arrivals reached 10.5 million—up 23.1 percent
year-on-year—marking the fastest pace on record to
surpass the 10-million milestone in a single quarter.

Tourist spending during the first quarter rose 28.4
percent to JPY 2.3 trillion (around USD 16 billion),
mainly driven by higher costs for food and
accommodation. The Japan National Tourism
Organization noted that March's travel demand was
boosted by the cherry blossom season. The yen's
continued depreciation has made Japan more
attractive to international tourists, helping to set a
record of 36.87 million visitors in 2024.

South Korea was the top source of visitors (691,700),
followed by China (661,700), which saw a sharp 46.2
percent increase. The U.S. (342,800) and Canada
(68,100) also hit monthly records. Visitor numbers
from 11 regions, including South Korea, Taiwan and
Thailand, reached all-time highs for March.

Chinese tourists led spending in Q1 with 24 percent of
the total, followed by Taiwan (13.9 percent) and South
Korea (12.4 percent). Average visitor spending was JPY
222,000 (USD 1,560), with Australians topping the list
at JPY 367,000 (USD 2,580) per person. [Kyodo News]

Japan: New tax-exempt investment
scheme for elderly citizens planned

(ad) Japan is considering introducing a new tax-free
investment program tailored for elderly citizens,
allowing them to invest specifically in funds that
provide monthly dividends. A parliamentary group led
by former Prime Minister Fumio Kishida is set to
propose the creation of this senior-targeted Nippon
Individual Savings Account (NISA) program. The agency
intends to finalize the details and include it in its fiscal
2026 tax reform plans.
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The current NISA program promotes long-term
investment by offering tax exemptions, though it has
so far excluded monthly dividend funds. Due to rising
interest from elderly investors, authorities are now
considering including these funds in the program.

In 2024, the NISA system was revamped to allow
indefinite tax exemptions, and by year-end, the
program had around 25.6 million accounts with annual
investments totaling over JPY 17 trillion (approx. USD
119 billion). [Kyodo News]

Japan: Antitrust regulator orders Google
to halt anti-competitive practices

(ad) The Japan Fair Trade Commission (JFTC), Japan's
anti-trust agency, has issued a cease-and-desist order
to Google, marking the first such action against a U.S.
tech company in the country. The JFTC found that
Google engaged in anticompetitive practices by
pressuring smartphone manufacturers to give priority
to its services.

As part of the order, Google must appoint an
independent third party to monitor compliance and
report back to the commission. Google responded with
disappointment but stated it would cooperate with the
JFTC to maintain Android's competitiveness. [Reuters]

The order reflects the regulators emphasis on
providing ongoing oversight over one-time penalties
and a shift from purely punitive enforcement toward
an approach combining advocacy and encouraging
voluntary compliance among businesses. [Tech in Asia]

In a separate move, the JFTC is preparing to issue
warnings to 15 luxury hotels in Tokyo for suspected
cartel-like behavior involving the exchange of sensitive
pricing information. The hotels allegedly held monthly
"front reservation meetings" where sales staff shared
details on room rates, occupancy levels, and future
pricing strategies, enabling them to align their prices
and boost profits. The FTC considers this an
"Unreasonable Restraint of Trade" under the Anti-
Monopoly Law.

These discussions, held for decades and hosted in
rotation by the participating hotels, are believed to
have contributed to rising hotel prices, particularly in
response to increased demand from post-pandemic
tourism. The FTC suspects similar price coordination
practices may also exist among lower-tier hotels and
those outside Tokyo.
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Although the FTC's warning is not a formal penalty like
a cease-and-desist order, it serves as a strong notice to
stop anti-competitive practices, aiming to prevent
collusion from inflating accommodation prices
industry-wide, especially as hotel rates continue to
climb ahead of major international events like the
recently Osaka World Expo 2025 and the 2025 World
Athletics Championships in Tokyo. [The Asahi
Shimbun] [Nikkei Asia]

Japan: Tokyo condo construction hits 50-
Year low

(dgl) The number of newly built condominiums in the
Tokyo metropolitan area dropped 17 percent in fiscal
2024 from the previous year, falling to a record low of
22,239 units—the lowest since data collection began in
1973. This decline reflects mounting challenges for
small and midsize developers, who struggle with rising
construction costs and limited land availability.

Profitability concerns are prompting developers to be
more selective about land acquisitions, even in
suburban areas traditionally favored by smaller firms.
Narrowing margins and affordability issues are forcing
many to delay or shelve high-priced projects in central
Tokyo. Large-scale developments in the capital's 23
wards are increasingly difficult, prompting a shift
toward compact urban units.

The construction cost index for condos rose 5 percent
year-on-year in March 2024, pushing the average
condo price in the region up 8 percent to JPY 81.35
million (approx. USD 571,000), and to JPY 116.32
million (USD 831,000) in Tokyo's 23 wards. As prices
climb, large developers with financial strength are
dominating the urban market, while smaller firms face
growing competition not only from these major players
but also from the detached housing sector. [Nikkei
Asia] [The Japan Times]

Japan: Ministry of Defense begins
construction of new fleet of offshore
patrol vessels

(ad) Japan has officially begun construction on a new
fleet of 12 offshore patrol vessels (OPVs) for the Japan
Maritime Self-Defense Force (JMSDF)—marking the first
time the service will operate such ships. The Ministry of
Defense (MoD) is moving at an accelerated pace, with
the first two vessels set to launch by November 2025
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and two more by March 2026. All four are expected to
be commissioned by March 2027.

Japan's defense ministry also unveiled a railgun under
testing on the JS Asuka, marking progress in its
development toward an operational system with
continuous fire, improved targeting, and compact
power. Intended for naval and land use against
missiles and ships, the railgun project is also advancing
through collaboration with French and German
researchers. [Naval News 1]

Japan Marine United (JMU), the main contractor, held a
groundbreaking ceremony in February 2025 in
Yokohama. The OPVs are being built under the
Defense Buildup Program, with JPY 35.7 billion (USD
250 million) allocated in fiscal 2023 to construct the
first four ships, each costing about JPY 9 billion (USD 63
million).

The vessels will be 95 meters long, displace 1,920 tons,
and reach speeds up to 20 knots. They'll use a diesel-
electric hybrid propulsion system (CODLAD) and carry
a 30mm gun. Designed for minimal crew needs—about
30 personnel—the OPVs offer a more efficient
alternative to Japan's multirole frigates, which require a
crew of 90.

Built with modularity and automation in mind, the
OPVs will be highly customizable for different missions,
focusing primarily on maritime surveillance and patrol.
To enhance their capabilities, the MoD has also
budgeted JPY 4 billion (USD 28.5 million) in fiscal 2025
to acquire six V-BAT unmanned aerial vehicles from US
defense firm Shield Al for deployment on the vessels.

Amid rising tensions with China and increased Chinese
naval activity near Japanese waters, the OPV program
is part of Japan's broader effort to strengthen maritime
security and surveillance. As of March 2024, Japan
operated 50 modern destroyers and frigates, while
China had 94—nearly doubling Japan's fleet size.
[Navalnews 2]

Mongolia: Parliament advances
amendments to election law

(fs) The State Great Khural (Parliament) of Mongolia
conducted the first reading of a draft amendment to
the Law on Parliamentary Elections, following the
Constitutional Court's third conclusion.

The Court ruled that certain provisions of the current
law violate key constitutional principles such as
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equality before the law and the prohibition of
discrimination based on public office. These provisions
allowed Members of Parliament to distribute work
reports and meet with constituents prior to the official
candidate nomination period without such activities
being considered part of election campaigning.

In response, lawmakers proposed amendments to
ensure that pre-nomination activities, such as
presenting work reports, are equally accessible to all
individuals, not just sitting MPs.

The bill also clarifies that the distribution of printed
work reports is prohibited during the election
campaign period as part of restrictions on distributing
goods to influence voters, but digital reports will not be
subject to this limitation.

The draft law was approved during its first reading,
with no fundamental disagreements raised. [iSee]

Mongolia: Energy sector unions criticize
political appointments and expansion of
state reform body as unlawful

(fs) The Confederation of Energy, Geology, and Mining
Trade Unions of Mongolia has condemned recent
political appointments in 27 state-owned enterprises
within the energy sector, stating that these actions
violate the Law on State Austerity and represent
unlawful dual office holding.

The union argues that the creation of new positions
under alternate titles with similar functions to deputy
or advisor roles is explicitly prohibited. Additionally,
they criticized the establishment of the National Energy
Reform Committee for being inconsistent with
government commitments to streamline governance
and improve efficiency.

The union also raised concerns over the formation of
Erchis Mongolia LLC, a state-owned enterprise
established to consolidate and manage various state-
owned companies, particularly in the energy sector,
claiming that its establishment violates collective labor
agreements and lacks transparency. [News.mn]

Mongolia: TMK Energy raises USD 2.25
million to expand drilling at Gurvantes
XXXV methane project
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(fs) TMK Energy, a gas exploration company owner of
Mongolia’s Gurvantes XXXV coalbed methane project,
has raised USD 2.25 million through a new share
offering.

The company issued 750 million shares at USD 0.003
per share, seven percent below market value, offering
them to both new and existing investors. The raised
capital will primarily fund the drilling of an additional
well (LF-07), part of efforts to expand the project’s
production capacity.

The funds will also support the company’s 2025
exploration program, project development activities,
and technical and economic assessments.

TMK Energy has seen a steady increase in gas output,
currently operating six active wells at the Gurvantes
XXXV site. [Bloomberg TV]

Mongolia: Trade surplus reaches USD 465
million in first quarter of 2025

(fs) Mongolia recorded a trade surplus of USD 465.1
million in the first quarter of 2025 according to the
National Statistics Office of Mongolia.

It traded with 128 countries, exporting goods worth
USD 3 billion and importing USD 2.5 billion. Imports
increased by USD 133.4 million compared to the same
period in 2024, mainly due to higher spending on
passenger vehicles (USD 73.6 million), diesel fuel, auto
parts, trucks, and cell phones. Mineral products,
vehicles, electronics, and mechanical goods comprised
74.5 percent of total imports.

Export growth was driven by significant increases in
copper ore and concentrate (USD 291.8 million), zinc
ore (USD 39.7 million), and fluorspar (USD 29.3 million),
supported by higher global prices.

China (33.1 percent) and Russia (27.6 percent)
remained Mongolia’'s main import partners, with oil
comprising 76.7 percent of imports from Russia and
coal 48.3 percent from China.

The Gashuun Sukhait border port handled 49.1
percent of coal exports, while Zamyn-Uud and
Sukhbaatar processed the majority of imports.

In March alone, exports rose by USD 23 million and
imports by USD 98.5 million compared to February.
[Montsame]
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Mongolia: Social Insurance Fund records
revenue and expenditure growth in first
quarter of 2025

(fs) In the first quarter of 2025, Mongolia's Social
Insurance Fund reported revenues of USD 444.57
million, an increase of USD 89.18 million compared to
the same period in 2024.

The Pension Fund and the Benefits Insurance Fund
were the main contributors to this growth. The Pension
Fund disbursed USD 367.46 million to 513,800
recipients, with old-age pensioners accounting for 79.2
percent. The Benefits Insurance Fund provided USD
33.17 million to 47,700 individuals, including USD 14.56
million in maternity and childbirth benefits.

Social welfare benefits totaling USD 181.94 million
were distributed to 2.2 million people, despite a
decline of 102,000 beneficiaries from the previous
year. Child allowances made up the largest share of
welfare support. [Montsame]

North Korea: Kim Jong-un’s key associate
disappears for almost two months

(fn) Jo Yong-won, a significant figure long thought to be
the closest aide to North Korean leader Kim Jong-un,
has not appeared in public for almost two months,
raising suspicions that he is facing disciplinary
measures. As the Organizational Secretary of the
Workers' Party, Jo is believed to bear responsibility for
oversight failures related to misconduct by officials
involved in Kim's ambitious "20x10 Regional
Development Policy."

Introduced by Kim in January 2024, the policy aims to
construct modern industrial facilities in 20 counties
each year over a decade, totaling 200 new factories
nationwide. The initiative seeks to address regional
disparities and improve living standards by fostering
local economies and enhancing infrastructure

Reported violations included corruption and the
misuse of public resources across several key regions.
Analysts speculate that Jo may be undergoing “self-
reflection” or “revolutionary reeducation,” which are
familiar practices of discipline in North Korea, as
opposed to facing formal termination.
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His absence follows a January Party gathering where
Kim vehemently criticized and dissolved institutions
implicated in similar misconduct. Experts interpret this
as part of Kim's approach to reinforce internal
discipline and salvage the underachieving regional
initiative in anticipation of next year's 9th Party
Congress. [Korea JoongAng Daily]

North Korea: Rare public complaints over
school expenses reported

(dgl) Parents in North Korea are reportedly voicing
frustration over the mounting costs of education,
questioning the government’s claim of providing “free
education.” According to a source in North Hamgyong
province, families are burdened with expenses for
school uniforms, facility repairs, and mandatory
recycling contributions since the new semester began.

Although authorities promised state-subsidized
uniforms to ease financial strain, the actual costs—
adjusted to inflated official salaries that are rarely fully
paid—proved more than ten times higher than in
previous years. Schools have also demanded funds
from students for remodeling classrooms, repairing
infrastructure, and buying cleaning supplies, with
teachers reportedly withholding textbooks from
students whose families could not contribute.

The situation is worsened by severe textbook
shortages in essential subjects, with distribution
favoring those who paid. In some cases, children were
punished or humiliated, further distressing parents.
Additionally, campaigns to collect recycling materials
have effectively become another hidden fee, as
families are forced to pay instead. [Daily NK]

North Korea: Hackers exploit zoom
feature to steal crypto

(dgl) North Korean hackers are reportedly exploiting
Zoom'’s Remote Control feature to deploy malware
targeting cryptocurrency traders and venture
investors.

The campaign, dubbed Elusive Comet by SEAL, begins
with phishing messages posing as podcast invitations
from a fake VC firm, “Aureon Capital.” Victims are lured
into Zoom meetings where hackers impersonate the
Zoom system, tricking users into granting remote
access. Once access is granted, malware is installed to
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steal sensitive data such as browser sessions,
password manager contents, and crypto seed phrases.

The attackers manipulate Zoom'’s interface by
renaming themselves “Zoom"” to mask permission
dialogs, relying on urgency and user familiarity with
the app to secure access. SEAL attributes millions of
dollars in losses to this operation, supported by a
network of fake websites and social media profiles.
Cybersecurity firm Trail of Bits, which encountered the
scheme firsthand, warns that this attack represents a
shift from technical exploits to human-centric
operational security failures. [Security Week]

South Korea: Yoon attends 2nd criminal
trial hearing for insurrection

(mm) On April 21, former President Yoon Suk Yeol
appeared in court for the second hearing of his
criminal trial of charges of leading an insurrection on
the night of his martial law decree. The hearing centers
on allegations that Yoon ordered military and police
officials to remove lawmakers from the National
Assembly as they attempted to overturn his martial
decree.

Senior defense commanders Col. Cho Sung-hyun and
Kim Hyung-ki testified that had received orders from
superiors to enter the National Assembly and remove
lawmakers, damaging testimony for Yoon. Yoon was
mostly silent throughout the hearing but gave a six-
minute statement at the conclusion claiming martial
law is a “value neutral tool” that could only be
considered insurrection if it involves overthrowing
constitutional order and enabling dictatorship.

Yoon is the first sitting South Korean president to be
indicted on criminal charges and, following his
impeachment and removal from office on April 4, now
attends court proceedings as a private citizen. [Korea
JoongAng Daily 1]

Meanwhile, police are continuing their martial law
probe into former Interior and Safe Ministor Lee Sang-
min, who is also indicted on insurrection charges. On
April 18, Lee was interrogated for 18 hours over
allegations he directed the National Fire Agency to cut
off power and water supplies to media outlets under
Yoon's orders during martial law. Police have
previously raided Lee's office and residence in
February and continue their investigation. [Korea
JoongAng Daily 2] [The Korea Herald]
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South Korea: Constitutional Court blocks
Acting President's justice appointments

(mm) On April 16, South Korea's Constitutional Court
unanimously suspended acting President Han Duck-
soo's nomination of two constitutional court justices,
effectively blocking the appointments. The court stated
it could not confirm whether a prime minister, acting
as president, holds the authority to appoint
Constitutional Court justices. [The Korea Times]

The court's decision comes eight days after Han
nominated successors for two retiring justices, a move
drawing sharp criticism from opposition lawmakers
and legal experts. Opposition Democratic Party (DP)
acting leader Park Chan-dae called the nominations
“unconstitutional,” accusing Han of abusing his
authority by exercising powers that are reserved for
the president, not an acting president.

In response, on April 17, the National Assembly, led by
the DP, passed an amendment to the Constitutional
Court Act barring acting presidents from nominating
justices. Under the amendment, acting presidents may
now only appoint six justices nominated by the
National Assembly and Supreme Court, with a
provision allowing current justices to remain in office
until replacements are confirmed. [Korea JoongAng
Daily 1]

The clash over court justice appointments dates back
to December, when Han refused to appoint three
nominees recommended by the National Assembly,
citing a lack of bipartisan support. At the time, three
seats were vacant, leaving only six justices to preside
over former President Yoon Suk Yeol's impeachment
trial, barely meeting the 6-justice quorum needed to
remove a president, and raising concerns about the
trial's legitimacy. The DP accused Han of conspiring
with Yoon loyalists in the People Power Party (PPP) to
derail the process, leading to the National Assembly
impeachment of Han.

Although the Constitutional Court found Han had
violated the Constitution, it ruled the breach was not
severe enough to justify removal. As a result, Han was
reinstated as prime minister and continues to serve as
acting president following Yoon's removal from office.
[Reuters] [Associated Press]

South Korea: Education minister to hold
first direct talks with medical students
over ongoing enroliment dispute
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(kp) South Korea's Education Minister Lee Ju-ho is set
to hold his first direct talks with medical students this
week, as the government seeks to resolve a prolonged
standoff over its plan to expand medical school
admissions. The meeting follows more than a year of
walkouts by students and trainee doctors protesting
the government's proposal to increase the medical
school enrollment quota by 2,000 starting in 2024. [The
Korea Herald]

The government had previously offered a partial
concession, announcing back in March that it will
revert the 2026 quota to the previous level of 3,058, in
what officials described as a goodwill gesture to
restore academic order. However, Education Minister
Lee had reaffirmed that the government remained
committed to the original plan to raise the quota,
stating that the increase is necessary to address the
country's chronic shortage of doctors. South Korea has
one of the lowest doctor-to-patient ratios among
developed countries, with just 2.6 doctors per 1,000
people. [Reuters]

Despite the quota freeze, student organizations and
medical associations have largely rejected the offer,
framing it as a veiled ultimatum. Many continue to
argue that the core problem lies not in the number of
medical students, but in poor working conditions for
doctors. Students also claim the government has taken
a punitive approach, pointing to recent moves by
medical schools to compel attendance. Seoul National
University, Korea University, and Yonsei University
have all issued deadlines for re-enrollment, with
threats of expulsion for those who refuse to return.
The Ministry of Education has also called for police
investigations into student councils suspected of
coercing peers into continuing the strike.

The upcoming meeting between Minister Lee and
student representatives is intended to address these
tensions and explain how the government plans to
manage dual cohorts from the 2024 and 2025
academic years. While the government has
emphasized the need to restore trust with the medical
community, striking students remain skeptical, viewing
the administration’s messaging as more threatening
than conciliatory. The outcome of the talks may prove
pivotal in shaping the future of South Korea's
healthcare system and higher education policy. [South
China Morning Post]

South Korea: Democratic Party launches
task force to counter Trump’s tariff
measures
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(fn) The main opposition Democratic Party (DP) held its
inaugural task force meeting on April 21 to respond to
U.S. President Donald Trump's recent imposition of
reciprocal tariffs, which includes a 25 percent duty on
South Korean products. The formation of this task
force is seen by critics as a tactical effort to position
the DP as a competent party ahead of the June 3
presidential election.

Trump has declared a 90-day suspension on the
enforcement of the tariffs to facilitate negotiations, but
the DP emphasized the importance of a
comprehensive national response. Kim Hyung-jong,
the head of the task force, criticized the U.S. for
employing a multifaceted negotiation approach, linking
trade, defense expenditures, energy, and currency
exchange matters. He also warned that a government
overthrown by the public should not be in charge of
crucial negotiations, indirectly referencing acting
President and Prime Minister Han Duck-soo.

Political observers indicate that the DP is attempting to
ease public concern regarding trade disputes with
Washington while also working to weaken Han's
position, as he is currently engaged in negotiations and
is viewed as a likely presidential candidate. [Yonhap
News Agency]

South Korea: Former DP leader Lee Jae-
myung vows to boost R&D investment
amid tech race

(fn) Former opposition Democratic Party (DP) head Lee
Jae-myung has vowed to substantially enhance South
Korea's Research and Development (R&D) funding,
with the goal of establishing the country as a global
leader in science and technology. This commitment
was shared in a Facebook post celebrating Science
Day, as he campaigns for the presidential election on
June 3, where he is currently leading in the opinion
polls.

Lee highlighted the need for significant investments,
noting that R&D currently makes up just 4.4 percent of
the national budget. He argued that considerable
advancements in technology are crucial for South
Korea to remain competitive in a rapidly evolving
global tech environment.

In line with his vision, Lee pledged focused support for
key sectors such as artificial intelligence,
semiconductors, secondary batteries, biotechnology
and vaccines, hydrogen energy, and future mobility
technologies. He presented his plan as a move toward
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transforming South Korea into a scientific leader in the
era of technological dominance. [Yonhap News Agency

1]

Lee widens lead in polls

Lee has expanded his lead among potential candidates
for the presidential election, according to a Realmeter
poll released April 21.

In the survey of 1,504 adults conducted from April 16-
18, Lee garnered 50.2 percent support—surpassing the
50 percent threshold for the first time. Former Labor
Minister Kim Moon-soo, now with the conservative
People Power Party (PPP), ranked second with 12.2
percent, up 1.3 percentage points from the previous
week. Other PPP candidates trailed behind: former
party leader Han Dong-hoon received 8.5 percent,
Daegu Mayor Hong Joon-pyo 7.5 percent, and Rep. Na
Kyung-won 2 percent.

Party support also favored the Democratic Party at
48.7 percent, compared to the PPP’s 32.9 percent.
[Yonhap News Agency 2]

Meanwhile, Kim Doo-kwan, a former DP lawmaker and
long-time presidential hopeful, has announced that he
will not run in presidential election. His decision ends
speculation about a potential independent bid and
narrows the party's primary to three candidates.

Kim's withdrawal comes just days after he declined to
join the party's primary, criticizing its rules—split
evenly between party member votes and public
opinion polls—as biased in favor of front-runner Lee
Jae-myung, former party leader.

With Kim stepping aside, the DP’s primary now
features Lee, Gyeonggi Province Governor Kim Dong-
yeon and Kim Kyung-soo, former South Gyeongsang
Governor and aide to former President Moon Jae-in.
[The Korea Herald]

The DP is set to select its presidential candidate on
April 27, following a four-round primary over two
weeks to. [Yonhap News Agency 3]

South Korea: PPP Presidential contenders
urge break from former President Yoon

(fn) With fewer than 50 days remaining before South
Korea's early presidential election on June 3, leading
figures within the conservative People Power Party
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(PPP) are increasingly calling for a public break from
former President Yoon Suk Yeol.

Once the party's standard-bearer, Yoon has now
become a political liability, prompting even his close
allies to distance themselves as public trust erodes and
poll numbers decline. Lawmaker Ahn Cheol-soo was
the first to publicly urge Yoon to voluntarily leave the
PPP, arguing that his resignation would demonstrate
accountability and allow the party to rebuild. Other
prominent voices, including Incheon Mayor Yoo Jeong-
bok and former lawmaker Yang Hyang-ja, echoed
similar sentiments during a primary debate,
emphasizing the need for the party to move forward
without Yoon's influence.

Although not all candidates support his outright
expulsion, there is growing consensus that Yoon's
continued presence could harm the party’s electoral
prospects. Nevertheless, some figures, such as former
Daegu Mayor Hong Joon-pyo, have cautioned against a
public ouster, describing it as disrespectful despite the
political turmoil.

With fewer than 50 days remaining before South
Korea's early presidential election on June 3, leading
figures within the conservative People Power Party
(PPP) are increasingly advocating for a public break
from former President Yoon Suk Yeol.

This internal conflict reflects a deeper identity crisis
within the PPP as it strives to restore voter confidence
ahead of a high-stakes election. [The Korea Herald]

South Korea: Han Dong-hoon's
presidential campaign fundraises KRW 2.9
billion

(mm) Former People Power Party (PPP) interim leader
Han Dong-hoon raised over KRW 2.94 billion (USD 2
million) for his presidential campaign within 11 hours
of launching his fundraiser, hitting the legal fundraising
cap set under South Korea's Political Funds Act. Han is
currently competing in the PPP primaries, vying for the
party's nomination ahead of the June 3 presidential
election.

The fundraiser, which opened to the public on April 21,
drew participation from 35,000 people and surpassed
KRW 1 billion USD 701,000) within just 40 minutes.

Han's fundraising efforts falls closely behind
Democratic Party frontrunner Lee Jae-myung, who
raised nearly KRW 3.2 billion (USD 2.2 million) last
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week. Lee is leading national polls with 50.2 percent
support, while eight PPP contenders are battling it out
for their party's nomination. Labor Minister Kim Moon-
soo currently leads among them at 12.2 percent,
followed by Han at 8.5 percent.

The PPP will select to two final candidates based on a
combination of public opinion polling and party
member votes by April 29. The party's official nominee
will be confirmed at its convention on May 3. [The
Korea Herald] [The Korea Times]

South Korea: Government unveils plan for
largest-ever offshore wind power cluster

(kp) South Korea announced plans to build its largest
offshore wind power cluster by 2033 as part of its
renewable energy expansion strategy, the Ministry of
Trade, Industry and Energy said on April 22. The wind
farm will be located off the coast of Sinan in South
Jeolla Province, about 300 kilometers southwest of
Seoul.

The project will consist of ten wind power complexes
with a combined generation capacity of 3.2 gigawatts
(GW), exceeding the output of two nuclear power
plants, according to the ministry. It will be the nation’s
most ambitious offshore wind development to date,
surpassing a separate 1.4 GW complex planned in
North Jeolla Province.

The Sinan cluster reflects South Korea’s broader push
to diversify its energy sources and meet long-term
climate goals through large-scale clean energy
infrastructure. [Yonhap News Agency]

South Korea: Government unveils extra
budget to reduce prices and aid public
welfare

(fn) The South Korean government has proposed a
supplementary budget of KRW 12.2 trillion (USD 8.59
billion) intended to alleviate grocery costs and stabilize
the livelihoods of citizens. This additional budget is
being proposed in response to declining domestic
demand and growing global uncertainties, including
the impact of tariff policies from U.S. President Donald
Trump.

Out of the overall budget, KRW 1.5 trillion (USD 1.05
billion) is allocated for price stabilization initiatives,
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which includes KRW 70 billion (USD 49 million) in
discounts on agricultural and fishery goods. The
measures will also aim to boost the supply of essential
food items such as napa cabbages and radishes,
alongside closely monitoring egg distribution to curb
further inflation.

Although global oil prices have decreased, food prices
remain high. In March, consumer prices increased by
2.1 percent compared to the same month last year,
which is a slight rise from February's 2 percent uptick.
The central bank anticipates a 1.9 percennt inflation
rate for the year 2025, highlighting the necessity for
sustained price control efforts. [Yonhap News Agency]

South Korea: Dried seaweed exports hit
record high in Q1

(fn) In the first quarter of the year, South Korea's
exports of dried seaweed, referred to as "gim,"
reached a record high in the first quarter of the year,
driven by rising global demand. Data from the Korea
Agro-Fisheries & Food Trade Corp. indicates that gim
exports amounted to USD 281 million from January to
March, representing a 21.1 percent increase compared
to the same timeframe last year. This marks the
highest recorded figure for the first quarter.

When it comes to volume, the exports grew by 7.5
percent year-on-year, reaching 10,161 tons. An official
from the ocean's ministry expressed confidence that
this year's gim exports could exceed USD 1 billion, a
goal that was initially set for 2027. Last year, total
exports were nearly at that figure, totaling USD 997
million.

The United States and China were significant
contributors to this increase. Exports to the U.S. rose
by 21.6 percent to USD 57.9 million, driven by strong
interest in seasoned gim. Shipments to China
skyrocketed by 86.5 percent to USD 51.1 million.

Additional key markets also experienced increases:
Thailand grew by 15.9 percent to USD 34.2 million, and
Japan by 7.2 percent to USD 34.4 million. [Yonhap
News Agency]

South Korea: Customs agency uncovers
rise in tariff evasion from China

(kp) South Korea’s customs agency has uncovered
nearly USD 21 million in origin-related trade violations
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during the first quarter of 2025, with the vast majority
involving shipments bound for the United States. The
Korea Customs Service (KCS) reported that 97 percent
of these violations, worth KRW 29.5 billion (USD 20.7
million), were tied to attempts to disguise Chinese
goods as South Korean exports, in an effort to
circumvent U.S. tariffs imposed by President Donald
Trump.

The KCS said it launched a special investigation in
March, anticipating a resurgence of such violations
following Trump's return to office and the
reinstatement of aggressive tariff policies. “There was a
rise in disguised export attempts during Trump's first
presidency, and we expect there to be a similar trend,”
said Lee Kwang-woo, director of investigation planning
at the KCS. In comparison, U.S.-bound shipments
accounted for 62 percent of origin violations
throughout all of 2024.

Among the key findings were KRW 3.3 billion (USD 2.3
million) worth of Chinese-made cathode materials,
used in batteries, that were falsely labeled as South
Korean exports in January, and KRW 19.3 billion (USD
13.5 million) worth of surveillance cameras imported in
parts from China and reassembled in South Korea for
shipment to the U.S. These goods aimed to exploit
South Korea's free trade pact with Washington as a
bypass for high tariffs on Chinese products. Some
shipments have already left the country, while others
remain at port.

As U.S. tariffs on Chinese imports have been raised to
145 percent, authorities fear that more foreign
companies will attempt to route goods through South
Korea. On April 21, KCS officials met with U.S.
counterparts to discuss joint investigations and
preventive measures. A dedicated task force has been
established to block illegal exports and protect South
Korea's domestic industries. Prosecutors will review
the violations for further legal action. [Reuters]

South Korea: Fourth military spy satellite
successfully launched into space

(kp) South Korea has successfully launched its fourth
homegrown military reconnaissance satellite as part of
its broader initiative to establish an independent
surveillance network capable of closely monitoring
North Korea. The satellite, equipped with a synthetic
aperture radar (SAR) system, was launched aboard a
SpaceX Falcon 9 rocket from Cape Canaveral Space
Force Station in Florida on April 22, the defense
ministry confirmed.
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This marks the fourth satellite launched under South
Korea's plan to deploy five spy satellites by the end of
2025. The country's first military reconnaissance
satellite was launched in December 2023, outfitted
with electro-optical and infrared sensors for high-
resolution imagery. Two additional satellites with SAR
sensors capable of collecting data regardless of
weather conditions were additionally launched in 2024.
[KBS World]

According to the ministry, once the fifth and final
satellite is launched later this year, the constellation
will allow South Korea to monitor North Korea
approximately every two hours. The growing satellite
fleet is intended to reduce Seoul's reliance on U.S.
intelligence and bolster its ability to detect signs of
North Korean military provocations more rapidly and
accurately.

The defense ministry emphasized the strategic
importance of the SAR-equipped satellite, noting that
its deployment marks another step toward building a
more robust, autonomous surveillance system in the
face of ongoing regional threats. [The Korea Herald]

South Korea: Military conducts nighttime
firing drills near North Korean border

(fn) Last week, the South Korean military carried out
live-fire drills at night in Goseong, a border region, to
enhance readiness against potential threats from
North Korea. Approximately 300 troops from the Third
Corps took part in the drill, which was the first of its
kind in the maritime buffer zone close to the Northern
Limit Line (NLL) since July of previous year. These drills
resumed after South Korea completely halted the 2018
inter-Korean military agreement in June, in response to
North Korea's jamming of GPS signals and balloon
provocations.

The troops employed around 40 essential pieces of
equipment, including K9A1 self-propelled howitzers,
Chunmoo rocket launchers, radar systems, and UAVs,
to simulate a response to enemy provocations,
validate strike outcomes, and discharged
approximately 600 rounds into the East Sea.

The Army coordinated with the Coast Guard and local
community to ensure safety and reiterated its
dedication to maintaining a strong front-line defense
through realistic combat training. [Yonhap News
Agency]
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South Korea: Number of North Korean
defectors reach 38 in first quarter of 2025

(kp) South Korea received 38 North Korean defectors in
the first quarter of 2024, according to data released
April 17 by the unification ministry. Of the arrivals
between January and March, 37 were women and one
was a man, bringing the total number of North Korean
defectors living in the South to 34,352.

While slightly lower than the 43 who arrived during the
same period last year, the figure marks a continued
recovery from the pandemic-era decline. The number
of defectors entering South Korea dropped
dramatically to 229 in 2020 due to North Korea's
border closure amid the COVID-19 pandemic, and
remained low in 2021 and 2022, with just 63 and 67
arrivals, respectively. The total rebounded to 196 in
2023.

The ministry noted that more than half of the recent
arrivals were members of the so-called MZ generation,
those in their 20s and 30s, indicating a gradual
increase in the proportion of younger defectors. Most
of the defectors in the first quarter did not travel
directly from North Korea to the South. Instead, they
had fled the North prior to 2020 and remained in third
countries for over five years before eventually settling
in South Korea. [Korea JoongAng Daily]

South Korea: Air Force under fire for 3rd
major accident this year

(mm) South Korea's military is facing mounting
criticism after an Air Force pilot accidentally dropped
two gun pods and empty fuel tanks during flight
training on April 21. It is the latest in a series of major
Air Force accidents in recent months, raising concerns
over discipline and safety.

According to the Air Force, the pilot mistakenly hit the
emergency jettison button during nighttime exercises
over the mountainous region of Pyeongchang,
releasing two gun pods containing 500 rounds of live
ammunition and two empty external tanks. No
casualties or damage were reported. In the interim, the
Air Force has grounded all aircraft for safety training
and issued a formal apology, vowing to overhaul
operational procedures. [Korea JoongAng Daily]

The incident adds to a growing list of military mishaps
and comes during a leadership vacuum following the
December arrest of senior defense officials tied to ex-
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President Yoon Suk Yeol's failed martial law
declaration. Experts say the problem goes beyond lax
discipline, pointing to inadequate military training
standards due to cutbacks under both the Moon and
Yoon administrations.

In late March, an unmanned reconnaissance vehicle
crashed into a helicopter at an army base in Yangju,
sparking a fire that destroyed both, costing the army
KRW 23 billion (USD 16.1 million) in assets. Two weeks
before that, two fighter jets accidentally bombed a
civilian area near the inter-Korean border, injuring 38
people. Since then, two pilots and two unit
commanders have been dismissed and charged with
professional negligence. [The Korea Herald]

South Korea: Chinese nationals caught
photographing U.S. military base

(dgl) Two Chinese nationals were caught on April 21
photographing areas near Osan Air Base (K-55) in
Pyeongtaek, a month after a similar incident involving
two Chinese teenagers near Suwon Air Base. The
Gyeonggi Nambu Provincial Police booked the
individuals without detention for violating the Military
Facility Protection Act.

The suspects used a camera to take unauthorized
photos of military aircraft and parts of the base.
Authorities, including the National Intelligence Service
and the Defense Counterintelligence Command,
concluded there were no signs of anti-state activity but
withheld further details for security reasons.

In the earlier case, the teenagers used DSLR cameras
and smartphones to capture thousands of images at
four military sites, including Pyeongtaek and Cheongju
air bases. One teen, whose father is reportedly a
Chinese Public Security Bureau official, was booked for
investigation. [The Korea Herald]

Taiwan: Large protest over recall
campaigns

(dqgl) The political atmosphere over recall campaigns is
heating up after a large rally was held in Taipei on April
19 to protest China's political influence and support
recall campaigns against lawmakers from the main
opposition party, the Kuomintang (KMT), accused of
being sympathetic to the Chinese Communist Party
(CCP). The event, titled "Reject United Front, Defend
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Taiwan," was organized by YouTuber Pa Chiung and an
alliance of anti-communist volunteers. According to
organizers, around 55,000 people gathered on in front
of the Presidential Office Building.

Pa Chiung warned that Taiwan's greatest threat lies
within its Legislature, urging the public to act swiftly to
remove pro-CCP lawmakers amid rising concerns of a
possible Chinese invasion by 2027. He argued that the
KMT undermines national defense and social unity and
called for the elimination of internal collaborators to
strengthen Taiwan's resistance.

Several ruling Democratic Progressive Party (DPP)
legislators and recall campaign volunteers also spoke
at the rally. In response, KMT Chairman Eric Chu,
speaking at a separate event in Taitung County,
accused the DPP of misusing judicial power and
orchestrating politically motivated recall efforts. He
urged citizens to oppose what he described as
“malicious recalls” and to defend democracy.

Chu called on Taitung residents to vote against the
recall of KMT legislator Huang Chien-pin, who supports
an amendment that would bring the county NTD 13.4
billion (USD 411.55 million) in annual funding. The
recall campaign against Huang has met the legal
threshold of 11,534 second-stage signatures, triggering
the next phase of the recall process. Taiwan's recall law
requires signatures from 1 percent of district voters in
the first stage and 10 percent in the second to trigger a
vote.

So far, only three elected officials have been
successfully recalled: KMT's Han Kuo-yu in 2020, and
DPP-backed Chen Po-wei and Wang Hao-yu in 2021.
[Focus Taiwan 1]

KTM calls for protest targeting President Lai and DPP

Chu also accused President William Lai and the ruling
Democratic Progressive Party (DPP) of using judicial
power to suppress political opposition. He called on
the public to "protect democracy" by joining a protest
on Ketagalan Boulevard, scheduled for April 26,
following an ongoing investigation into the KMT.
Speaking outside the Taipei District Prosecutors' Office
during a protest, Chu condemned what he described
as a political purge, warning that Taiwan is at a
crossroads and must resist authoritarianism or risk
losing its democratic future.

Chu's remarks came after prosecutors raided the
KMT's Taipei office on April 17, detaining four staffers
—including Taipei chapter director Huang Lu Chin-ju—
over allegations of forged signatures in recall petitions
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targeting DPP lawmakers. Two staffers were released
without bail, while the others were detained
incommunicado.

The DPP said local election commissions had found
approximately 20,000 problematic recall signatures
submitted by the KMT, including nearly 2,000 from
deceased individuals. It labeled the KMT the “biggest
threat to democracy” and condemned the protest
outside the prosecutors’ office as illegal. DPP
spokesperson Justin Wu accused the KMT of
undermining social stability and the democratic
system. [Taipei Times]

Arrest over forgery of recall campaign signatures

In addition, Hsu Shang-hsien, head of a recall
campaign targeting DPP lawmakers Hsu Chih-chieh
and Huang Jie in Kaohsiung, has been formally
detained for two months over alleged forgery and data
privacy violations. The Kaohsiung District Court
approved the detention due to risks of evidence
tampering and collusion.

Court documents revealed that Hsu admitted many
petition signatures were not from actual supporters
but were written by himself or volunteers. Though he
denied wrongdoing, digital evidence and witness
testimony suggest serious violations. Prosecutors
allege Hsu deleted files and instructed others,
including Chu Lei and a woman surnamed Huang, on
handling investigations. Chu was released on bail;
Huang was released without bail. [Focus Taiwan 2]

KMT Taipei mayor seeks no-confidence vote on Cabinet

KMT Taipei Mayor Chiang Wan-an leads calls for a vote
of no confidence in the DPP. Framing the recall as a
strategy to shift from defense to offense, Chiang aims
to consolidate KMT support and mobilize public
discontent with DPP governance ahead of the
upcoming elections.

According to the New Republic News Agency, Chiang
sees the recall as a way to reinvigorate the party's base
and broaden appeal, potentially paving the way for a
legislative majority through a KMT-Taiwan People’s
Party (TPP) “blue-white” coalition. The move is also
seen as a strategic redirection of political attention
from internal KMT scrutiny to a united opposition
front.

Internally, the proposal has sparked debate within the
KMT. While some see it as a bold and necessary tactic,
others remain cautious. [The Pinnacle Gazette]
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These moves and measures unfold amid a broader
wave of recall campaigns, with both DPP and KMT
supporters seeking to unseat lawmakers from rival
parties. The DPP, in particular, has voice strong
support for the campaign against KMT lawmakers, in
an attempt to regain control of the legislature.

The DPP’s push for the recall campaign is seen by
observers as stemming from its frustration over the
loss of its legislative majority in the January 2024
general election. The opposition KMT holds 52 of 113
seats and, with support from the Taiwan People’s Party
(TPP) and two independents, forms a narrow but
functional majority. The DPP holds 51 seats, down
from its majority between 2016 and 2024.

Taiwan: Premier Cho urges ministries to
submit budget unfreeze proposals

(dqgl) Premier Cho Jung-tai announced on April 22 that
all Cabinet ministries will be instructed to submit
proposals to the Legislature to unfreeze portions of
their 2025 budgets. Speaking ahead of a legislative
hearing, Cho urged the opposition-controlled
parliament to unfreeze all remaining funds to allow the
Cabinet to function normally.

The Legislature has frozen NTD 138.1 billion (USD 4.25
billion) across 1,584 budget items, following earlier
cuts of NTD 207 billion from the Cabinet's original NTD
3.1 trillion spending proposal. Lawmakers have
criticized ministries for not yet submitting the
necessary proposals to unlock these funds.

Cho attributed the delays to differing circumstances
across ministries, with some not yet meeting the
conditions required for unfreezing. [Focus Taiwan]

Taiwan: Opposition slams government'’s
response to U.S. Tariffs

(dqgl) Taiwan’'s main opposition leaders, Kuomintang
(KMT) Chairman Eric Chu and Taiwan People’s Party
(TPP) Chairman Huang Kuo-chang, criticized the
government's response to U.S. President Donald
Trump's new tariffs, accusing it of failing to secure
tangible benefits despite pledging increased
investment in the U.S. The criticism was voiced during
the two party leaders’ meeting on April 22 that was
convened to discuss challenges stemming from tariffs.
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Chu warned that Trump's tariffs were a distraction
from deeper U.S. economic issues, including a looming
debt crisis, which could severely impact Taiwan. He
noted that Taiwan holds USD 578 billion in foreign
exchange reserves, 80 percent of which is in U.S.
government debt, making it highly vulnerable if the
U.S. defaults.

Trump announced a 32 perccent tariff on Taiwanese
imports on April 2, later exempting items like
semiconductors on April 11 and postponing broader
implementation for three months. Despite Taiwan’s
commitment—highlighted by TSMC's USD 100 billion
and broader industry plans totaling USD 500 billion in
U.S. Al infrastructure—Chu argued these investments
failed to yield sufficient return or tariff relief.

Huang criticized the ruling Democratic Progressive
Party (DPP) for not publishing an impact assessment
and pledged that the opposition would establish a
platform to evaluate the tariffs' effects. He called for a
U.S.-Taiwan free trade agreement, warning that
Taiwan's deals must not fall short of those achieved by
Japan or South Korea.

In response, the DPP accused the opposition of
spreading misinformation and ignoring ongoing
government actions. The party highlighted efforts by
President Lai Ching-te and Premier Cho Jung-tai,
including consultations with various sectors and a NTD
88 billion (USD 2.7 billion) industry support plan.
[Focus Taiwan 1]

Premier approves USD 2.7 billion industry support plan

This plan was approved by Premier Cho Jung-tai on
April 21 to help mitigate the economic impact of newly
announced U.S. tariffs on Taiwanese exports. While
detailed measures remain limited, the plan includes 20
initiatives aimed at supporting affected businesses and
workers.

The support package will provide low-interest trade
financing to around 12,000 companies and agricultural
loans to some 15,600 farmers. It will also offer
simplified loan access and payment extensions for
firms impacted by U.S. tariffs.

To address potential labor disruptions, the plan
includes subsidies for employees in affected industries
facing reduced hours or furloughs. Additionally,
companies that experienced a 10 percent revenue
decline in January or February 2025 compared to the
previous year will be eligible for preferential export
and SME loans.
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The package is expected to be formally approved at
the Cabinet meeting on April 24 before being
submitted to the opposition-controlled Legislature,
where the KMT has proposed expanding the support
to NTD200 billion. [Focus Taiwan 2]

Taiwan: High Court upholds ex-Councilor’s
fraud conviction over misuse of public
funds

(dqgl) The High Court upheld the conviction of former
Taichung City Councilor Jan Ling-hsuan from the main
opposition party, the Kuomintang (KMT), for
fraudulently claiming NTD 1.48 million (USD 45,539) in
assistant fees. In its ruling on April 22, the court found
Jan guilty of conspiring with her husband, Chiu Yu-
ming, a funeral home operator, to list temporary
funeral home workers as her legislative assistants and
submit inflated salary claims to the city council
between 2018 and 2022.

In the initial ruling, Jan was sentenced to four years in
prison for corruption, while Chiu received two years
and four months. The appeal court upheld Jan's
sentence and imposed an additional three-year
deprivation of civil rights. Chiu's sentence was
increased to three years and eight months, along with
a two-year deprivation of civil rights.

Investigators found that Jan had used public funds for
personal expenses, including her son’s living costs,
payments for spiritual rituals performed by a monk,
and household services such as altar cleaning, skirt
alterations, phone repairs, and monthly water bills.

Jan rejected the court's ruling, claiming it was unjust
and vowing to appeal. She and her husband maintain
their innocence, insisting the assistant fees were
properly deposited into a designated account and that
the temple-related expenses were paid from Jan's
personal funds. [Taiwan News]

Taiwan: Overhaul of civil servant vetting
ordered amid espionage scandal

(dgl/dgl) Premier Cho Jung-tai has ordered a
comprehensive review and reinforcement of civil
servant security vetting procedures. This move follows
multiple espionage investigations involving senior
government aides.
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Cho emphasized the need to strengthen the current
vetting system to prevent infiltration by foreign hostile
forces. Minister without Portfolio Ma Yung-chen has
been tasked with proposing improvements within two
weeks.

Security vetting is currently governed by Article 4 of the
Civil Servant Employment Act, which allows for “special
vetting” of individuals handling national security
matters or positions of significant national interest.
However, recent Chinese espionage cases involving
aides to high-ranking Democratic Progressive Party
(DPP) officials have exposed potential gaps in
enforcement. [Focus Taiwan 1]

One high-profile case involves Ho Jen-chieh, a former
assistant to Joseph Wu during his tenure as both
National Security Council (NSC) chief and foreign
minister. Despite being vetted in 2016, Ho reportedly
underwent no further checks during his eight years of
service (see AR No. 15, April/2025, 3).

62 Taiwanese military members found with Chinese
residency permits

Meanwhile, Defense Minister Wellington Koo
confirmed that 62 active-duty military personnel hold a
Chinese government-issued "Residence Permit for
Taiwan Residents." These individuals, however, are
prohibited from roles involving intelligence collection
or access to sensitive data.

At a legislative hearing, Koo clarified that as of March
20, no service members were found with Chinese
passports or identity cards, implying Chinese
citizenship. While holding the residence permit is not
illegal, personnel with it are restricted from operating
advanced weapons, accompanying senior officers, or
accessing military operations and intelligence centers.
[Focus Taiwan 2] [AP News 1]

The issue surfaced after a Navy member, Yang, was
discovered to have held Chinese citizenship for ten
years. Yang's mother had applied for it on his behalf
without his knowledge, and the Ministry of National
Defense (MND) assisted in securing his retention of
Taiwanese citizenship. [Taipei Times]

Koo also addressed concerns over the MND's capacity
to counter Chinese espionage. While 54 personnel are
currently tasked with safeguarding military secrets,
Koo indicated that more recruits will be added in
response to recent espionage cases. [Focus Taiwan 2]

In March, President William Lai Ching-te called for
stronger measures to counter increasing Chinese
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efforts to infiltrate, spy on, and undermine Taiwan’s
defenses. Lai pointed to recent incidents in a "gray
area" of psychological warfare, short of open conflict,
including attempts to subvert Taiwan’s national
security, recruit military personnel, and manipulate
public opinion.

To address these threats, Lai called for enhanced legal
safeguards to prevent and detect such activities. He
also suggested to reinstate military trials for crimes like
espionage and making it harder for individuals from
China, Hong Kong, and Macau to obtain Taiwanese
identification. [AP_ News 2]

Intelligence agency report identifies five Chinese
espionage tactics

The National Security Bureau (NSB), Taiwan's primary
intelligence agency, has released a report detailing five
key tactics China uses to infiltrate the country through
covert and indirect intelligence operations. The report
highlights how Beijing exploits Taiwan's open and
democratic society, with 159 individuals indicted in
espionage cases since 2020.

One method involves collusion with local gangs.
Chinese operatives recruit gang members to bribe
financially distressed military personnel in exchange
for sensitive information. Retired military officers are
targeted to gather intelligence on strategic sites and
plan possible assassinations. Underground money
exchanges are used to funnel Chinese funds into
Taiwan.

Another tactic is the use of shell companies,
underground banks, and gambling dens to lure or
coerce active-duty and retired military personnel into
espionage. Religious temples are also exploited. Beijing
funds temple leaders and uses spiritual activities such
as fortune-telling and cleansing rituals to approach
military personnel.

China further builds espionage networks through
online platforms such as Facebook, Line, and LinkedIn.
These are used to contact financially vulnerable
personnel and offer debt repayment in exchange for
classified information. Virtual currencies help
operatives evade detection. Finally, Beijing employs
Taiwanese businesspeople and other intermediaries to
discreetly approach government officials and elected
representatives, using concealed identities and indirect
methods to extract sensitive information. [Taiwan
News]
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Taiwan: New advanced field ambulance
unveiled

(dgl) On April 19, the military unveiled a new field
ambulance, showcasing nine upgraded systems aimed
at enhancing real-time battlefield medical support.

The ambulance features vital sign monitoring devices
and four modules for tracking critically injured
patients. Medical personnel can view each patient's
status in real time via a tablet in the front cabin,
improving coordination during emergencies.

Its rear cabin offers a flexible layout for various
missions, such as transporting critical patients or
essential equipment. The front cabin is equipped with
a nuclear, biological, and chemical (NBC) filtration
system to protect patients and staff from hazardous
substances. [Taiwan News]

Constitutional Law and

-Politics, Human Rights

and National Security in
South Asia

Bangladesh: Police seek Interpol red
notice for Hasina and ministers over
protest killings

(Im) Bangladeshi authorities are intensifying efforts to
hold former Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina and several
of her ministers accountable for the violent crackdown
on student protests in July and August 2024. The
International Crimes Tribunal (ICT) has formally
requested that Interpol issue a red notice for Hasina,
along with 11 other individuals, including former Home
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Minister Asaduzzaman Khan Kamal and former Awami
League General Secretary Obaidul Quader. The
request, confirmed by police on April 20, is part of a
broader initiative by the ICT to prosecute those
responsible for the mass killings during the protests.
The tribunal is also preparing to conclude
investigations into other crimes related to Hasina's
administration. [Arab News]

The protests began in early July 2024 as peaceful
demonstrations against public-sector job quotas but
escalated after security forces used violent tactics to
suppress them. The crackdown led to widespread
unrest and a death toll that the UN later estimated to
be over 600. By early August 2024, the unrest forced
Hasina to resign and flee to India, ending her 15-year
tenure as prime minister.

The ICT's investigation has expanded its jurisdiction to
include crimes beyond the 1971 Liberation War,
including those committed during the 2024 protests.
The tribunal is currently investigating over 70 cases
related to the killings, with a particular focus on crimes
against humanity. These investigations include
allegations that Hasina, former Inspector General of
Police Chowdhury Abdullah Al-Mamun, and retired
Major General Ziaul Ahsan were involved in
orchestrating or enabling the violent suppression.

The tribunal set June 24 as the deadline to conclude
investigations into these high-profile cases. A separate
investigation into the mass killings during the 2024
protests has been extended until July 20, with 45
individuals, including former ministers and senior
bureaucrats, facing charges. Among them are figures
such as ex-ministers Anisul Hug, Amir Hossain Amu,
Shahjahan Khan, and Qamrul Islam, as well as former
state minister Zunaid Ahmed Palak, former IGP
Mamun, and ex-military officer Ziaul Ahsan. [The Daily.
Star 1] [The Daily Star 2]

The tribunal also set a July 29 deadline for completing
a separate probe into alleged crimes committed during
the 1971 Liberation War by three individuals, one of
whom is currently out on bail while the remaining two
have died. [The Daily Star 1]

Bangladesh: Writ challenges police
directive requiring top-level approval for
arrests in July uprising cases

(Im) A writ petition has been filed in the High Court
challenging a recent police directive requiring prior
approval from senior authorities before arresting
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suspects in cases linked to the July 2024 mass uprising,
which resulted in the ouster of ex-Prime Minister
Sheikh Hasina in early August of the same yar. The
petition, filed on April 20 by Supreme Court lawyer Md
Jasim Uddin, questions the legality of the April 9 order
which mandates that arrests in these politically
sensitive cases must be backed by strong evidentiary
support—such as witness statements, video or audio
recordings, photographs, or call data records (CDRs)—
and receive authorization from higher police officials.

The Bangladesh Police issued the directive citing the
large number of individuals named in complaints
related to the anti-discrimination movement. The
order emphasized that suspects should not be
arrested solely based on allegations without concrete
supporting evidence and supervisory clearance.
[Dhaka Tribune]

Bangladesh: BNP reiterates call for
election roadmap

(Im) The Bangladesh Nationalist Party (BNP) has
renewed its demand for the interim government, led
by Chief Advisor Muhammad Yunus, to announce a
clear and concrete roadmap for the upcoming national
elections, irrespective of the timing. During a press
briefing on April 20, BNP senior official Zainul Abedin
Farroque emphasized that a clear roadmap would help
eliminate uncertainty and foster public trust in the
electoral process. Farroque also conveyed that BNP
Acting Chairperson Tarique Rahman, the eldest son of
former Prime Minister Khaleda Zia, is open to dialogue
once the roadmap is clearly outlined. [Dhaka Tribune
1]

This call for a roadmap comes amid ongoing political
discussions in Bangladesh. The interim government,
under Yunus, has proposed a dual timeline for the
elections: December 2025 or June 2026, contingent on
the completion of various reforms. These reforms are
based on recommendations from several expert
commissions and include constitutional amendments,
changes to the electoral system, judicial reforms, and
measures to tackle corruption. The National
Consensus Commission, led by Yunus, is tasked with
building cross-party consensus on which reforms
should take priority ahead of the elections. [AIR No. 15,
April/2025, 3]

BNP Standing Committee Member Nazrul Islam Khan
further reiterated that the party sees no reason to
delay the election beyond December 2025. With the
Election Commission confirming its readiness to
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conduct the elections by June, Khan emphasized that
political reforms should be completed by mid-May,
leaving no obstacles to holding the elections by
December. He added that any party opposing this
timeline should provide valid reasons for requesting
more time. [Dhaka Tribune 2]

In addition, BNP has firmly reiterated its stance against
extending the interim government’'s mandate beyond
June 2026. The party continues to push for a clear and
definitive commitment to the December 2025 election
date, expressing concerns over any further delays. This
position aligns with BNP's ongoing discussions with
other political parties and alliances, working to ensure
a timely and transparent election process, with all
necessary reforms completed in advance.

On the issue of limiting the Prime Minister’s terms, the
BNP proposed a modification to the suggested two-
term cap. The party suggested that a break after two
consecutive terms should allow the same person to
return to office, rejecting an absolute limit.
Additionally, BNP disagreed with the Constitutional
Reform Commission’s recommendation that the Prime
Minister should not also hold the position of party
leader. BNP representatives argued that the leadership
of the party and the selection of the Prime Minister are
internal matters, not for external intervention. [Dhaka
Tribune 3]

Bangladesh: National Citizen Party
suspends joint member secretary over
corruption allegations

(Im) The National Citizen Party (NCP), formed earlier
this year by two key organizations behind last year's
mass protests, has temporarily suspended its joint
member secretary, Gazi Salauddin Tanvir, from all
organizational duties following allegations of
corruption and undue interference in administrative
appointments. According to a notice issued by the
party, the decision was prompted by a report
published in The Daily Ingilab on March 11, which
accused Tanvir of illegal involvement in the
appointment of deputy commissioners and soliciting
bribes in the procurement of textbooks under the
National Curriculum and Textbook Board (NCTB).

The party's notice, signed by Convener Nahid Islam
and Member Secretary Akhter Hossen, instructed
Tanvir to submit a written explanation within seven
days as to why he should not be permanently expelled
from the NCP. It stated that Tanvir had disregarded
previous verbal warnings and that the temporary
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suspension was necessary to preserve internal
discipline pending the outcome of an investigation by
the newly formed 12-member disciplinary committee.
This committee was created following a resolution at
the NCP's third general meeting on April 19 to enforce
organizational ethics and accountability. [The Business
Standard]

In a related development, Moazzem Hossain, assistant
private secretary (APS) to Adviser on Local
Government, Rural Development, Youth and Sports
Asif Mahmud Shojib Bhuyain, has been relieved of his
duties. A notification issued by the Ministry of Public
Administration confirmed that the removal took effect
on April 8 with the adviser's consent. Although no
reason was officially provided, the removal ends a
tenure that began with Moazzem’s appointment on
August 14 of the previous year. His service had been
tied to the adviser's discretion or term in office. [The
Daily Star]

Bangladesh: Renaming of UNESCO-
recognized New Year parade sparks
cultural and political controversy

(Im) The decision to rename the traditional Pahela
Baishakh (Bengali New Year) parade in Bangladesh
from Mangal Shobhajatra (Auspicious Parade) to
Borshoboron Ananda Shobhajatra (Joyous New Year
Parade) has ignited heated debate across political and
cultural spheres. Organizers at Dhaka University's Fine
Arts Faculty, who launched the event in 1989 during
resistance against the military regime of Hussain
Muhammad Ershad, defended the renaming as a
return to the parade’s original title and a symbolic
break from the legacy of ousted Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina and her Awami League party.

The vibrant procession, recognized by UNESCO in 2016
as intangible cultural heritage, has long served as a
celebration of pluralism and civic identity, featuring
large effigies of animals, folkloric figures, and social
symbols crafted by students. It also historically
functioned as a subtle protest tool — challenging
authoritarianism by reclaiming public space through
art and performance. In 1996, organizers changed its
name to Mangal Shobhajatra to emphasize aspirations
of collective welfare. Critics now view the recent
renaming as a politicized gesture tied to the post-
Hasina interim government and its efforts to culturally
reset after the 2024 uprising that forced her
resignation.
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Islamist groups and conservative lawyers had earlier
criticized the Mangal Shobhajatra for its alleged Hindu
undertones and for including motifs seen as religiously
insensitive. However, these motifs — such as doves for
peace and grotesque owls to symbolize corruption —
have been central to the parade since its inception,
even during periods when the Awami League was not
in power.

This year's parade, held on April 14 in Dhaka, retained
much of its traditional form but included politically
charged elements referencing the 2024 uprising, such
as a 20-foot “Face of Fascism” bust widely interpreted
as representing Hasina, and a typographic float
reading “36 July,” symbolizing the 36 days of protest
that left over 1,400 people dead. Another float
memorialized Mugdha, a young protester killed while
distributing water. Participation by ethnic minorities
and the national women'’s football team reflected
expanded efforts by the current administration to
emphasize inclusivity.

Critics of the name change, including left-leaning
student groups and some faculty members, warned
that it risked surrendering to communal forces and
undermined secular traditions. Others, however, argue
that culture is inherently political, and the shift
represents a broader attempt to reimagine
Bangladeshi identity beyond the ethnic-linguistic frame
historically promoted by the Awami League.

The acting head of the interim government's cultural
ministry, playwright Mostofa Sarwar Farooki, stated
that the renaming decision was made autonomously
by the university and denied allegations of state
interference. He criticized previous governments for
monopolizing the cultural narrative and praised this
year's inclusivity. [Al Jazeera]

Bangladesh: Law ministry allows direct
applications for withdrawal of political
harassment cases

(Im) The Ministry of Law, Justice and Parliamentary
Affairs has introduced a direct application process for
the withdrawal of political harassment cases filed
between January 6, 2009, and August 5, 2024—the day
former Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina fled to
neighboring India. According to an official statement,
affected individuals may now submit applications
directly to the solicitor’s office, along with certified
copies of relevant case documents and charge sheets,
where applicable.
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This move is part of a broader effort to expedite the
withdrawal of politically motivated cases. At the 11th
meeting of the ministry-level committee, chaired by
Law Adviser Asif Nazrul, the committee recommended
the withdrawal of an additional 724 cases. With this
latest round, the committee has now advised the
withdrawal of a total of 8,294 cases.

Nazrul, who has previously voiced concern over the
mass filing of politically motivated cases during the
specified timeframe, oversaw the meeting at the
Secretariat. The ministry confirmed that all eligible
political harassment cases from the 15-year period will
be withdrawn gradually, aiming to address long-
standing allegations of abuse of the legal system for
political ends. [The Daily Star]

Bangladesh: Local government
commission proposes two-tier city
government for Dhaka and Chittagong

(Im) Bangladesh’s Local Government Reform
Commission (LGRC), formed in November 2024, has
proposed the establishment of a two-tier City
Government system, beginning with Dhaka and
Chittagong, to enhance coordination and improve civic
service delivery. The proposal aims to address chronic
inefficiencies in service provision caused by
fragmented oversight from multiple agencies, such as
the City Corporation, WASA, DPDC, DESCO, BRTA, and
DMP.

The LGRC's 515-page report, submitted to Chief
Adviser Muhammad Yunus on April 20, recommends
amending the Local Government (City Corporation) Act
of 2009 to empower City Corporations with supervisory
authority over other urban service providers. The plan,
part of a long-term reform agenda, would initially
merge Dhaka North and South City Corporations into a
single entity, subdivided into at least 20 independent
City Councils.

Each City Council, composed of nine to fifteen wards,
would be responsible for localized services such as
community policing, primary health and education,
sanitation, infrastructure maintenance, licensing, and
public space management. Councillors would be
directly elected, with one-third of seats reserved for
women, and the city mayor would be elected by
council members from among their peers—excluding
government officials.

The LGRC cited models from cities like London,
Toronto, Los Angeles, Melbourne, and Singapore to
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justify the proposed decentralization and integration of
urban governance. It emphasized that the proposed
system would improve accountability and service
responsiveness in rapidly growing urban centers like
Dhaka, which currently suffer from uncoordinated
administration and environmental degradation. [Dhaka
Tribune]

Bangladesh: High Court seeks explanation
over lack of female-led autopsies for
women

(Im) The High Court of Bangladesh has issued a rule
asking why the government should not be directed to
formulate a guideline mandating that autopsies of
women be performed by female physicians. The ruling
came in response to a public interest litigation filed by
Supreme Court lawyer Jewel Azad, who argued that the
absence of such guidelines runs counter to social and
religious sensitivities and infringes on the dignity of
deceased women. [The Daily Star]

Bangladesh: Labor Reform Commission
calls for sweeping legal overhaul to
protect all workers

(Im) The Labor Reform Commission has submitted a
landmark report to Bangladesh’s interim leader, Chief
Adviser Muhammad Yunus, urging comprehensive
reforms to ensure inclusive legal protection for all
workers in Bangladesh, including those in informal,
domestic, agricultural, and platform-based sectors.
Delivered on April 21, the report outlines proposals to
expand the scope of the country's labor laws, which
currently apply primarily to formal-sector employment,
leaving the majority of the workforce without statutory
protection.

Chaired by Syed Sultan Uddin Ahmed and established
in November 2024, the ten-member Commission has
called for a fundamental restructuring of the legal
framework to guarantee that every worker—regardless
of contract status or sector—has access to fair wages,
safe working conditions, and essential social
protections. The report recommends a universal legal
definition of “worker” and proposes the creation of a
national digital labor ID system to formally register
workers and enable access to benefits such as
healthcare, compensation, insurance, and collective
bargaining rights.
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To address the issue of poverty wages across sectors,
the Commission proposes the formation of a
permanent National Minimum Wage Commission
responsible for determining and reviewing sector-
specific minimum wages every three years. The report
emphasizes that wage standards should be based not
only on economic productivity but also on ensuring a
dignified standard of living, particularly for women and
low-income workers in industries such as garment
production and domestic service.

The Commission further advocates for universal access
to workplace health services, statutory compensation
for occupational injuries and disabilities, and the
inclusion of informal workers in social safety nets such
as pensions, unemployment benefits, and disability
allowances. It proposes codified compensation
standards and regulatory enforcement mechanisms to
safeguard these rights.

On the issue of workers' collective voice, the report
strongly supports the right to unionize and collectively
bargain across all sectors, including in export-
processing zones and among domestic and gig
economy workers. It recommends repealing existing
legal provisions that permit arbitrary termination or
penalize workers for engaging in strikes. Notably, the
Commission suggests that workers should have the
legal right to stop work if wages remain unpaid for two
months or more and that such action should not be
classified as an illegal strike. It also calls for criminal
liability for employers who fail to pay wages on time.

In terms of gender equity and workplace safety, the
report urges the integration of explicit clauses on the
prevention of sexual harassment and gender-based
violence within labor legislation. It calls for the
establishment of internal complaints committees and
victim support mechanisms across all workplaces. The
Commission also highlights the need to recognize
unpaid care work and the dual burden faced by many
women who contribute to both domestic and paid
labor.

Anticipating the growing impact of climate change and
automation, the report recommends developing
frameworks for a just transition that would protect
workers displaced by economic shocks, environmental
disasters, or technological change. It encourages the
inclusion of climate resilience, disaster preparedness,
and skills training for emerging sectors such as
renewable energy and ICT within labor policies.

The Commission’s findings are based on consultations
with over 160 labor, farmer, women, and rights
organizations and reflect the insights gathered through



65 dialogue sessions held nationwide. These included
meetings with informal workers, EPZ employees, union
federations, employer associations, and international
development partners. [Dhaka Tribune]

Bangladesh: Families of enforced
disappearance victims submit six-point
memorandum to ICT

(Im) Mayer Dak, a platform representing the families of
victims of enforced disappearances in Bangladesh,
held a protest on April 20 in front of the High Court's
Mazar Gate, demanding justice for abductions,
extrajudicial killings, and the alleged operation of
secret detention centers by state forces.

Following the demonstration, Mayer Dak coordinator
Sanjida Islam Tulee submitted a six-point
memorandum to Chief Prosecutor Mohammad Tazul
Islam of the International Crimes Tribunal (ICT). The
memorandum demands the public disclosure of
names of officers implicated in enforced
disappearances, removal and prosecution of accused
personnel from security agencies including the army,
Rapid Action Battalion (RAB), Directorate General of
Forces Intelligence (DGFI), National Security
Intelligence (NSI), Detective Branch (DB), and Counter
Terrorism and Transnational Crime (CTTQ). It also calls
for the preservation of evidence at the alleged secret
detention facility “Aynaghar,” legal action against those
who destroyed such evidence, constitutional and legal
reforms to prevent recurrence, and formal recognition
and accountability for the suffering endured by victims
families.

’

Tulee warned of escalating public resistance if
authorities fail to act. The event saw participation from
opposition leaders and rights advocates, including
Nagorik Oikya President Mahmudur Rahman Manna
and Gono Odhikar Parishad General Secretary Rashed
Khan. Retired Lieutenant Colonel Hasinur Rahman,
who claims to have been detained twice at Aynaghar,
also spoke at the event. [The Daily Star]

Bangladesh: Polytechnic students issue
ultimatum over six-point demand,
threaten long march to Dhaka

(Im) Polytechnic students across Bangladesh have
issued a 48-hour ultimatum to the government to
meet their six-point demand or face a long march to
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Dhaka. The ultimatum was announced during a grand
rally on April 20 in front of Dhaka Mohila Polytechnic
Institute, where hundreds of students gathered under
the banner of Karigori Chhatra Andolon Bangladesh, a
student movement advocating for the rights of
technical and vocational students. The students, who
have been protesting for more than eight months,
accused the government of showing no initiative to
resolve their concerns and warned that if their
demands are ignored, their next steps will be far more
disruptive.

The six-point demand includes the removal of
controversial craft instructors appointed after 2021,
the conversion of the diploma engineering curriculum
into a four-year program with six-month semesters,
and ensuring that only diploma holders are eligible to
apply for deputy assistant engineer (Grade 10) and
equivalent positions. The students also called for
various additional reforms aimed at protecting the
quality and future of technical education in the
country.

The movement has intensified following dissatisfaction
over the outcome of a recent meeting with education
ministry officials, where students claimed no concrete
initiatives were offered. In the days leading up to the
ultimatum, students staged symbolic protests under
the “Rise in Red” campaign, draping campus gates in
red cloth, forming human chains, and marching
through the streets in burial shrouds to express their
frustration. Protests were reported in Dhaka as well as
in other districts such as Khulna, Barishal, Rangpur,
and Lakshmipur.

During the rally, student leaders condemned a recent
attack on their fellow students in Cumilla, allegedly
carried out during a demonstration, and demanded an
impartial investigation and swift punishment of those
responsible. Speakers emphasized that their
movement has remained peaceful and organized, but
warned that the government’s continued negligence is
forcing them to escalate their actions. [The Daily Star]

Bangladesh: Tusuka Group workers in
Gazipur strike over pay and benefits,
threaten continued protest

(Im) Workers at Tusuka Group, a garment factory in
Gazipur's Konabari area, have been on strike for two
consecutive days to demand full implementation of the
Bangladesh Garment Manufacturers and Exporters
Association (BGMEA) salary grade structure, proper
holiday provisions, and clearance of outstanding
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wages. The strike, which began on April 20, follows
months of frustration over what workers describe as
repeated neglect of labor rights, including entitlements
to government-regulated leave, salary consistency, and
other welfare benefits such as company-sponsored
picnics.

Despite reporting to the factory premises around 8:00
a.m. on April 21, workers refused to participate in
production activities. They have threatened to
continue the strike until their demands are fully met. In
response, the Tusuka Group’s managementissued a
notice expressing solidarity with the workers and
reportedly agreed to their demands. [The Daily Star]

Bangladesh: Battery-run autorickshaw
drivers clash with rivals over Gulshan ban

(Im) Protests erupted in Dhaka’s Gulshan area on April
21 after battery-powered autorickshaws were banned
by the Dhaka North City Corporation (DNCC), Gulshan
Society, and Dhaka Metropolitan Police (DMP). Angry
drivers attacked pedal-powered rickshaw pullers and
bikers, throwing two rickshaws into Gulshan Lake and
blocking roads in Banani.

The ban, effective since April 20, aims to curb traffic
congestion by limiting access to registered pedal
rickshaws only. Authorities say the surge in
unregulated battery rickshaws had worsened traffic,
prompting the joint decision. [Dhaka Tribune]

Bangladesh: Government to establish task
force to enhance newspaper standards

(Im) The Bangladeshi interim government will establish
a task force aimed at improving the overall quality and
transparency of newspaper operations, according to
Information and Broadcasting Adviser Md Mahfuj
Alam. Speaking at a stakeholders' meeting organized
by the Department of Films and Publications (DFP) on
April 21, Mahfuj outlined the task force's priorities,
which include verifying actual circulation figures,
implementing the wage board, adjusting
advertisement rates, and supporting the sector’s
development.

Mahfuj emphasized that only newspapers adhering to
government policies will qualify for state benefits such
as advertisements. He underscored the importance of
fiscal transparency, particularly in verifying whether
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media outlets are paying taxes. While rejecting any
intention to shut down media organizations, he
stressed that transparency must be upheld and that
media competition should be based on quality and
compliance.

The adviser criticized the previous administration of
ousted ex-Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina, alleging that
several ministers and parliamentarians acquired media
ownership through inappropriate means. He called for
a review of such ownership structures and corrective
actions where necessary.

Kamal Ahmed, head of the Media Reform Commission,
echoed the call for competitive integrity and urged the
formulation of a dedicated policy for English-language
newspapers. He advised against shutting down outlets
but called for reform-focused support.

DFP Director General Khaleda Begum highlighted the
need to revamp the auditing system for newspapers
and appealed for cooperation to enable the
department to function independently and
transparently. [Dhaka Tribune]

Bangladesh: Nearly USD 19 billion lost to
tax evasion in FY2023; 45 percent of
companies faced bribery demands

(Im) Bangladesh lost an estimated BDT 2.26 trillion
(USD 18.98 billion) to tax evasion in fiscal year 2022-23,
nearly 2.3 times more than in 2012, according to a
study by the Centre for Policy Dialogue (CPD). The
report, launched on April 21, also revealed that 45
percent of surveyed companies were asked for bribes
by tax officials. Around half of the evasion came from
corporate tax non-compliance.

The study, based on data from 123 firms across key
sectors, highlighted systemic inefficiencies: 40 percent
of firms faced refund delays, compliance costs
averaged 5.27 percent of total tax paid, and disputes
took up to 600 days to resolve. CPD researchers
warned that rising foreign investment post-LDC
graduation could worsen tax avoidance without
reform.

Calling current tax incentives politically motivated and
damaging, the CPD urged a halt to sector-specific
exemptions, improved enforcement, and digital
surveillance to curb bribery. With a tax-to-GDP ratio of
just 8.5 percent —the second lowest in South Asia—
CPD stressed the urgent need for institutional reform
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to boost domestic resource mobilization. [Dhaka
Tribune]

Bangladesh: Ecnec approves 16
development projects worth USD 2.04
billion

(Im) The Executive Committee of the National
Economic Council (Ecnec)—Bangladesh'’s highest
economic policymaking body responsible for
approving major development projects—has approved
16 new initiatives with a combined estimated cost of
BDT 242.47 billion (approximately USD 2.04 billion).

Chaired by Chief Adviser Muhammad Yunus, the April
20 meeting saw allocations comprising BDT 31.34
billion (USD 263 million) from government funds, BDT
167.19 billion (USD 1.41 billion) in project loans, and
BDT 44.26 billion (USD 372 million) from the own funds
of implementing agencies.

The approved projects span sectors such as
infrastructure, public service delivery, and economic
modernization, reflecting the interim government’s aim
to sustain national development planning amid a
politically transitional period. [Dhaka Tribune]

Bangladesh: DMP commissioner orders
increased arrests to curb crime

(Im) Dhaka Metropolitan Police (DMP) Commissioner
Sheikh Md Sajjat Ali has directed an increase in arrests
as part of efforts to reduce crime in Dhaka. Addressing
the monthly crime review meeting for March at the
Bangladesh Police Auditorium in Rajarbagh on April 21,
he emphasized the need for stronger preventive
policing to deter criminal activities and ensure
thorough investigations.

Ali acknowledged the decline in snatching incidents
due to the diligent efforts of police officers but urged
continued vigilance to prevent a resurgence. He also
stressed the importance of speeding up case disposals
and executing outstanding warrants.

The commissioner instructed that the Detective Branch
(DB) intensify its intelligence efforts to identify and
arrest criminals. He emphasized that officers-in-charge
(OCs) of all DMP police stations should personally
handle case investigations, ensuring thorough follow-
ups. Furthermore, he encouraged coordination


https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-sddhhjk-l-xy/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-sddhhjk-l-xy/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-sddhhjk-l-xj/

between police stations and security guards of
buildings in their jurisdiction, urging guards to share
any relevant information about criminal activity.
[Dhaka Tribune]

Bhutan: Opposition MP appeals child
molestation conviction, claims
insufficient evidence

(Im) An opposition Member of Parliament in Bhutan
has appealed to the High Court after being convicted
of child molestation by the Trongsa Dzongkhag Court.
Tashi Doriji, who represents the Nubi-Tangsibji
constituency, was sentenced to three years, three
months, and 28 days in prison on April 10. The
conviction stems from a 2022 incident involving a 14-
year-old girl during Dorji's tenure as a gewog
administrative officer.

Doriji denies the charges and argues that the court
based its ruling primarily on witness statements
without direct evidence. He filed the appeal on April
14, asserting that the Office of the Attorney General
failed to prove the allegations beyond a reasonable
doubt. The offence is categorized as non-
compoundable, and Dorji remains in police custody.

According to court documents, the incident came to
light in 2023 during a school session on inappropriate
touching. The girl later disclosed the alleged assault to
a counselor, which led to a formal report being filed
with the police by The PEMA Secretariat in Thimphu.
The case has attracted public attention due to Dorji's
political position and the broader issue of child
protection in Bhutan.

The High Court is expected to review the appeal in the
coming weeks. [Kuensel]

Bhutan: Consumer watchdog finds unfair
practices in private school contracts,
urges standardization

(Im) The Competition and Consumer Affairs Authority
(CCAA) has found that private schools in Thimphu
often impose vague, restrictive, and one-sided terms
on students and parents, raising concerns over
transparency, fairness, and consumer protection.

In a recent review of 10 out of 62 private institutions,
the CCAA found that many lacked clear financial
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disclosures, had harsh refund policies, and provided
no assurances for service quality. Only 60 percent of
schools fully listed tuition fees, while others omitted
costs such as uniforms or activities. Refund clauses
were often vague or punitive, and most schools failed
to inform parents of changes in contract terms.
Registration fees ranged widely—from BTN 2,000 to
BTN 10,000 (approximately USD 24 to USD 120)—and
no school had a policy on data protection or support
for students with special needs.

The CCAA has proposed a standardized Terms and
Conditions template to improve clarity, requiring
schools to clearly state all charges, refund eligibility,
withdrawal deadlines, and course cancellation policies.
It also recommends fairer penalty limits and stronger
consumer safeguards as more Bhutanese families turn
to private education. [Kuensel]

Bhutan: Highland schools struggle to
provide nutritious meals amid high costs

Remote schools in Lunana (Gasa) and Lingzhi
(Thimphu), located over 4,000 meters above sea level
and without road access, face severe challenges in
delivering nutritious meals under Bhutan’s School
Feeding Programme. Despite harsh conditions and
soaring food costs—where an egg can cost up to BTN
60 (USD 0.72)—students receive the same monthly
stipend as elsewhere: BTN 900 (USD 10.80) for
boarders and BTN 605 (USD 7.26) for day scholars.

With greenhouses only productive for a short period,
meals largely consist of rice, chili paste, and basic
curries. Supplies are transported by horse or rare
helicopter flights, often relying on visitors to carry
goods.

While the One-Child, One-Egg initiative recently
delivered eggs to Lunana schools, Lingzhi's lower
secondary school was excluded, prompting calls for
more equitable support given the similar conditions.
Local officials continue to urge increased stipends and
targeted aid for these highland communities. [Kuensel]

Bhutan: ADB projects inflation to ease to
4.2 percent in 2025

(Im) The Asian Development Bank (ADB) forecasts
Bhutan's inflation to moderate to 4.2 percent in 2025,
following a temporary uptick to 4.5 percent in 2024.
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The projection reflects global trends in fuel and food
prices, along with moderating inflation in India, which
heavily influences Bhutan's import-driven economy.

The rise in inflation during 2024 is attributed in part to
increased consumption following the mid-2023 civil
servant salary hike. However, improved global supply
chains and stable Indian prices are expected to help
ease inflation next year.

In 2023, average inflation had already dropped to 4.2
percent from 5.6 percent in 2022, aided by falling fuel
costs. As of early 2025, the National Statistics Bureau
reported that food inflation has slowed to 0.48
percent, and non-food inflation has dropped to 0.25
percent.

Given the currency peg with the Indian rupee, Bhutan’s
monetary policy flexibility is limited, making it reliant
on fiscal measures to manage inflation. The finance
ministry has signaled that rising food prices may
eventually require targeted subsidies to support
vulnerable populations. [Kuensel]

Bhutan: Rising global oil prices could cut
economic growth by up to 1.4 percent,
finance ministry warns

(Im) A new simulation by Bhutan's Ministry of Finance
warns that a 20 percent increase in global oil prices
could reduce the country's economic growth by as
much as 1.4 percent. The study, which modeled oil
price shocks for 2025-2030, found that higher fuel
costs would reduce economic activity, shrink tax
revenue, and widen the current account deficit.

Bhutan, which imported fuel worth Nu 15.17 billion in
2024, remains highly vulnerable to global energy price
volatility due to its heavy dependence on imports. The
ministry’s model showed that even a 10 percent rise in
oil prices could lower GDP growth by 0.7 percent and
raise the current account deficit from 1.8 percent to 2
percent of GDP. A 20 percent increase would push the
deficit to 2.2 percent.

Higher oil prices are also expected to drive inflation,
particularly in transportation and manufacturing,
reducing household spending and investment.
However, a 10 percent drop in global fuel prices could
stimulate the economy, increase imports by 6 percent,
and shrink the current account deficit to 1.4 percent of
GDP. The ministry projects GDP growth at 8.93 percent
in 2025, up from 4.97 percent in 2024, though this
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outlook remains susceptible to energy market
disruptions. [Kuensel]

Bhutan: Country receives high-resolution
digital topographic map to guide strategic
development

(Im) A new simulation by Bhutan's Ministry of Finance
warns that a 20 percent increase in global oil prices
could reduce the country's economic growth by as
much as 1.4 percent. The study, which modeled oil
price shocks for 2025-2030, found that higher fuel
costs would reduce economic activity, shrink tax
revenue, and widen the current account deficit.

Bhutan, which imported fuel worth BTN 15.17 billion
(approximately USD 182 million) in 2024, remains
highly vulnerable to global energy price volatility due to
its heavy dependence on imports. The ministry's model
showed that even a 10 percent rise in oil prices could
lower GDP growth by 0.7 percent and raise the current
account deficit from 1.8 percent to 2 percent of GDP. A
20 percent increase would push the deficit to 2.2
percent.

Higher oil prices are also expected to drive inflation,
particularly in transportation and manufacturing,
reducing household spending and investment.
However, a 10 percent drop in global fuel prices could
stimulate the economy, increase imports by 6 percent,
and shrink the current account deficit to 1.4 percent of
GDP. The ministry projects GDP growth at 8.93 percent
in 2025, up from 4.97 percent in 2024, though this
outlook remains susceptible to energy market
disruptions. [Kuensel]

Bhutan: Forest fires destroy over 70,000
acres in five years, east worst affected

(Im) Bhutan lost around 70,696 acres (28,612 hectares)
of forest to wildfires between 2020 and 2024, with 261
incidents recorded across the country, according to the
Department of Forests and Park Services (DoFPS). The
eastern dzongkhag (district) of Mongar was the most
severely affected, losing over 24,000 acres across 22
fires, followed by Wangduephodrang and Lhuentse.

While Thimphu and Punakha recorded the highest
number of incidents (34 each), the total area burned in
these western districts remained relatively low due to
faster detection and better response infrastructure. In
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contrast, the rugged terrain and highly flammable
chirpine forests in the east made firefighting difficult
and intensified the damage.

Notably, 64 percent of the fires had unknown causes,
accounting for nearly 87 percent of the total area
burned. Known causes included agricultural burning,
electrical faults, and human negligence. Officials
stressed the need to improve fire investigation and
expand local firefighting teams, especially in high-risk
areas. [Kuensel]

India: Sonia and Rahul Gandhi charged in
money laundering case linked to National
Herald newspaper

(Im) India’s Enforcement Directorate (ED) has filed
formal charges against senior opposition leaders Sonia
Gandhi and Rahul Gandhi in a long-running money
laundering case involving the defunct National Herald
newspaper. The case, which has drawn sharp political
backlash, centers on allegations that the Gandhis and
other main opposition Indian National Congress (INC)
members used a shell company to illegally acquire
assets worth INR 20 billion (USD 240 million) belonging
to Associated Journals Limited (AJL), the paper’s
publisher.

The ED submitted its findings—a charge sheet—to a
New Delhi court, naming Sonia and Rahul Gandhi as
directors of Young Indian, the not-for-profit company
that acquired AJL's assets. The agency alleges that
Young Indian obtained these properties for INR 5
million (USD 60,000), a fraction of their value. Other
INC figures, including Sam Pitroda and the late Motilal
Vora, are also named in the investigation.

The INC has strongly denied wrongdoing, asserting
that Young Indian was created to preserve the legacy
of the National Herald, which was founded in 1938 by
Jawaharlal Nehru, India’s first prime minister and Rahul
Gandhi's great-grandfather. The party maintains it
loaned INR 900 million (USD 10.8 million) to AJL to keep
it afloat before converting that loan into equity in
Young Indian, which they say is not profit-making and
pays no dividends to shareholders.

INC spokesperson Jairam Ramesh called the case
“politics of vendetta and intimidation” by the
government of Prime Minister Narendra Modi. He
announced nationwide protests in response, while
others within the opposition have echoed concerns
that the ED is being weaponized against political
opponents. Data compiled by Reuters suggests that
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around 150 opposition politicians have faced ED
investigations since Modi came to power in 2014.

The case is set for hearing on April 25, and the ED has
already seized assets worth INR 6.6 billion (USD 79
million) connected to the case. The National Herald
was relaunched as a digital news outlet in 2016, after
halting operations in 2008 due to financial difficulties.

In a related development, Robert Vadra—Rahul
Gandhi's brother-in-law—was also questioned by the
ED in an unrelated land deal case from 2008. He
dismissed the investigation as politically motivated,
saying authorities target him whenever he considers
joining politics or speaks on behalf of minorities. [BBC]
[Reuters]

India: Supreme Court to hear plea for
President’s rule in West Bengal as
tensions rise over Waqf law

(Im) The Supreme Court of India is set to hear a plea
regarding the imposition of President’s rule in West
Bengal, following communal violence in Murshidabad
related to protests against the newly enacted Wagqf
(Amendment) Act. The plea also calls for the
deployment of central paramilitary forces in the
affected areas and for the formation of a three-
member committee led by a retired Supreme Court
judge to investigate the violence. [Hindustan Times 1]

The Court, however, refrained from issuing immediate
directions, noting concerns about judicial overreach in
light of prior criticisms, including those from Vice
President Jagdeep Dhankar and BJP lawmaker
Nishikant Dubey regarding the Court’s role in
mandating timelines for Presidential assent on state
bills. [Bar and Bench]

The unrest in Murshidabad, which occurred during the
Eid celebrations, has led to at least three deaths and
numerous injuries, prompting significant political and
legal debates. The violence, including incidents in
Kolkata, Birbhum, and Sandeshkhali, has sparked calls
for urgent intervention to restore order. The
petitioners cite the violence during Ram Navami and
Holi celebrations, and local tensions involving
Trinamool Congress (TMC) leaders accused of sexual
assault and land grabs, invoking Article 355 of the
Constitution to call for Union intervention to protect
states from internal disturbances.

In response to the Murshidabad unrest, West Bengal
Police arrested 12 laborers in Odisha alleged to be
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involved in the violence. The state police have also
replaced officers-in-charge in sensitive areas and
formed a Special Investigation Team (SIT) to address
the intelligence failures that allowed the situation to
escalate. The state government reported that it had
anticipated tensions but was overwhelmed by the
crowd, which attacked police forces with stones and
bricks. [SWARAJYA] [The Indian Express]

Meanwhile, the Supreme Court is hearing multiple
cases related to the Wagf (Amendment) Act, which has
sparked controversy over issues such as the status of
wagqf-by-user properties, non-Muslim appointments to
the Waqgf Council, and the government’s role in wagf
governance. The Court has paused the law's
implementation until the Centre files a detailed
response to the petitions challenging the law’s
constitutional validity. The Centre has been granted
seven days to respond, and the case will be heard
again on May 5. The Court's interim assurances include
a halt to the de-notification of waqf properties and
non-Muslim appointments to the Wagf Council until
the next hearing. [Hindustan Times 2]

India: Ladakh Hill Council passes bill
reserving 33 percent of seats for women

(rt) The Ladakh Autonomous Hill Development Council
(LAHDC-Leh), led by the Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP),
has passed a bill to reserve 33 percent of seats for
women in the council. LAHDC-Leh Chief Executive
Councillor Tashi Gyalson described the bill as a step
towards “inclusive development and gender equity” in
one of India’s most remote and strategic regions.

Ladakh has two hill councils: LAHDC-Leh and LAHDC-
Kargil. The Leh hill council was established in 1995,

following a period of prolonged central rule in Jammu
and Kashmir, which included Ladakh. [Times of India]

India: Supreme Court orders pending child
trafficking trials to be completed within 6
months

(rt) India’s Supreme Court has directed all High Courts
to collect data on pending child trafficking trials and
ensure their completion within six months. If
necessary, the Court emphasized that such cases
should be heard on a day-to-day basis to expedite
proceedings. High Courts have also been instructed to
submit compliance reports to the Supreme Court,
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warning that any failure to implement these directives
would be treated as contempt of court.

The directive was issued by a bench comprising
Justices J. B. Pardiwala and R. Mahadevan, which also
cancelled the bail granted to 13 accused individuals in
a human trafficking case by the Allahabad High Court.
The bench ordered the state government to take
immediate action to implement appropriate anti-
trafficking measures.

The Supreme Court further urged all state
governments to review the 2023 report by the
Bharatiya Institute of Research and Development
(BIRD), which had been commissioned by the National
Human Rights Commission. The report identified
significant shortcomings in state-level mechanisms to
combat human trafficking—particularly involving
children—and proposed a series of remedial measures
for law enforcement and administrative systems.
[Hindustan Times] [The Economic Times]

India: JNU sacks professor over sexual
misconduct complaint by Japanese
Embassy official

(Im) Jawaharlal Nehru University (JNU) has dismissed
Professor Swaran Singh from its School of
International Studies following allegations of sexual
misconduct involving a Japanese Embassy official. The
decision came after an investigation by the university's
Internal Complaints Committee (ICC), which was
presented at the JNU Executive Council meeting on
April 16.

The Japanese official, who had been in regular contact
with Singh to coordinate conferences, filed a complaint
with the ICC and submitted recordings of their
conversations as evidence. The misconduct allegedly
occurred during an event at the university a few
months ago. Singh, who was nearing retirement, has
faced multiple allegations of sexual misconduct over
the years. In fact, sources revealed that Singh had
previously resigned from his associate professor role
at JNU following similar accusations but rejoined as a
professor later.

In addition to Singh's dismissal, the ICC also
recommended disciplinary action against three other
faculty members. Two of them had their three annual
increments withheld, and a third, found guilty of minor
inappropriate behavior, was ordered to undergo
sensitization training. [The Indian Express]
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India: Coal India to set up power plant in
joint venture

(Im) Coal India Ltd, the country's largest coal producer,
has announced plans to build a 1,600 megawatt coal-
powered plant in the eastern state of Jharkhand. The
project will be carried out through a joint venture with
Damodar Valley Corporation, a state-run power
generator, with an estimated investment of INR 165
billion (approximately USD 1.94 billion). This plant,
which will feature two 800 MW units, will expand an
existing 500 MW facility.

The initiative is part of Coal India's broader efforts to
meet increasing power demand. The company is also
constructing two thermal power plants with a
combined 660 MW capacity at its coal pit-heads in
Madhya Pradesh, and a 1,600 MW plant in Odisha,
both slated for completion by 2030. As India seeks to
boost its thermal power capacity, it continues to
pursue growth in non-fossil power as well, despite
challenges such as weak demand for tenders and
project cancellations.

Private companies, including Tata Power, JSW Energy,
and the Adani Group, are also planning expansions in
coal power capacity to meet the growing electricity
demand. [Reuters]

India: Government revamps gas policy to
enhance affordability and supply

(Im) India has introduced key changes to its domestic
gas allocation policy to ensure the sustained
availability and affordability of natural gas. Starting in
the first quarter of fiscal 2026, the government will
allocate natural gas for compressed natural gas (CNG)
and piped natural gas (PNG) on a two-quarter advance
basis.

The new allocation framework will also include new
well gas (NWG) from nomination fields of state-run
companies, such as Oil and Natural Gas Corporation
(ONGC) and Qil India. The previous auction-based
allocation for new well gas will be replaced with a
quarterly pro-rata allocation to guarantee a more
reliable supply.

With both administered pricing mechanism gas (APM)
and new well gas prices linked to Indian crude basket
prices, the government expects the new allocation
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measures to make natural gas more affordable for
CNG and PNG consumers, following the recent decline
in crude prices.

The changes come as the government has reduced
APM gas allocation to city gas distribution companies
by 18 percent-20 percent, effective April 16. This
reduction in supply has put pressure on companies
like Mahanagar Gas, Indraprastha Gas, and Gujarat
Gas, whose margins have been squeezed due to lower
domestic production. The new policy aims to address
these challenges and ensure stable and affordable
natural gas supply. [Reuters]

India: Exports recorded at USD 821 billion
despite global instabilities

(rt) India’'s commerce secretary announced on April 14
that the country's total exports for the 2024-25
financial year reached USD 820.93 billion, reflecting 5.5
percent growth compared to USD 778.13 billion in
2023-24. This increase was driven by strong
merchandise shipments and sustained performance in
services exports, despite global geopolitical and
economic challenges.

Total imports during the same period rose to USD
915.19 billion, up 6.85 percent from USD 856.52 billion
in the previous financial year. This resulted in a trade
deficit of USD 94.26 billion for 2024-25—an increase of
20 percent from USD 78.39 billion in 2023-24.

Key contributors to the growth in merchandise exports
included engineering goods, electronics,
pharmaceuticals, ready-made garments, and
agricultural products such as rice, cotton, coffee,
spices, tea, and tobacco.

The president of the Federation of Indian Export
Organizations (FIEO) stated that the robust export
figures highlight the resilience of India's export sector
amid heightened global tensions and supply chain
disruptions. He urged the government to provide
strategic support to maintain the export momentum,
particularly in the context of escalating tariff tensions
triggered by the United States. [Hindustan Times]

India: New bond forwards expected to
boost demand for state debt and lower
borrowing costs
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(Im) Starting May 2, India will introduce a new financial
tool called bond forwards, which is expected to make it
easier and cheaper for state governments to borrow
money. The move is part of the Reserve Bank of India’s
(RBI) efforts to strengthen the country’s bond market
and offer investors safer, regulated ways to plan for
future interest rate changes.

Bond forwards work like agreements to buy or sell
government bonds at a future date and price. Unlike
older tools that only settled in cash, these new
contracts require actual delivery of the bonds, which
adds more transparency and stability to the system.

Although the contracts cover both central and state
bonds, experts expect higher demand for state bonds
because they offer better returns. For example, 10-
year state bonds currently offer about 6.71 percent,
compared to 6.41 percent for central government
bonds.

Insurance companies—who need steady, long-term
investments—are expected to be the main users of
bond forwards. They will likely choose state bonds to
get higher returns, which will in turn make it easier for
states to raise funds at lower interest rates.

In the current financial year, Indian states plan to
borrow about INR 12.50 trillion (USD 147 billion), while
the central government plans to borrow INR 15.82
trillion (USD 186 billion). By increasing demand for
state bonds, bond forwards could help reduce the
extra interest states currently have to pay compared to
the central government.

Over time, this new tool could attract more types of
investors, make India’'s bond market more active, and
help both states and long-term investors like insurers
manage their finances better. [MoneyControl]

India: LG, Samsung sue government over
electronic-waste pricing policy

(Im) LG and Samsung have filed lawsuits against the
Indian government over a policy mandating higher
payouts for e-waste recyclers, citing concerns over the
business impact. The companies argue that the policy,
which establishes a floor price of INR 22
(approximately USD 0.25) per kilogram for recycling
consumer electronics, would significantly increase
their costs. This legal challenge comes amid India's
push to formalize its e-waste recycling sector, which
has been dominated by informal scrap dealers, with
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only 43 percent of the country's e-waste being recycled
in 2024.

India's Environment Ministry has not commented on
the lawsuits, which were scheduled to be heard on
April 22. Other companies, including Daikin, Havells,
and Voltas, have also challenged the policy, arguing
that the pricing regulation fails to achieve its
environmental goals and burdens businesses
financially. Samsung and LG, which had previously
lobbied against the pricing decision, contend that the
regulations do not serve environmental protection
objectives and could result in substantial financial
strain. They claim that the new pricing system is
significantly higher than current rates, with Samsung
stating that the prices are "5-15 times the price
currently paid." [Reuters]

India: Google settles antitrust probe in
Android TV case

(Im) India’s competition regulator, the Competition
Commission of India (CCl), has approved a settlement
proposal by Google concerning charges of
anticompetitive practices in the smart television
market. The case stemmed from allegations that
Google abused its dominant position in the Android
operating system by creating barriers for firms wanting
to use or develop modified versions of Android for
smart TVs.

The regulator found that Google’s mandatory
preinstallation of the Google Play Store and other
apps, as part of its television app distribution
agreements, amounted to the misuse of its dominant
position. In response, Google proposed a settlement in
which it will offer a standalone license for its Play Store
and Play Services for Android smart TVs, instead of
bundling these services.

The new agreement includes a fee for services that
were previously provided for free and gives
manufacturers the option to use an open-source
operating system without being obligated to use
Google's apps. Additionally, Google will inform its
partners that they are free to develop Android TVs with
any other operating system.

As part of the settlement, Google will pay INR 202.4
million (approximately USD 2.38 million). [Reuters]
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India: Ad group urges caution after
antitrust raids

(Im) In the wake of significant antitrust raids in India in
March, a group of leading advertising agencies has
advised its members, including GroupM, Dentsu, and
Publicis, to refrain from discussing sensitive pricing
information or coordinating on pricing strategies,
according to an internal advisory document.

The raids, conducted by the Competition Commission
of India (CCl), focused on suspected collusion over
advertising rates and discounts in the country's rapidly
growing USD 18.5 billion advertising sector. The CCl's
investigation is examining whether there has been
improper coordination among media agencies to set
prices, which could have a lasting impact on how
advertising is priced and sold in India, especially within
the broadcast and streaming sectors, which are home
to major players like Reliance-Disney and Sony.

In the aftermath of the raids, Dentsu, one of the
companies implicated, submitted evidence to the CCl
and applied for leniency under a scheme that allows
companies to avoid penalties if they provide evidence
of anticompetitive practices. Dentsu’s submission
included a 2023 document from the Indian
Broadcasting Foundation (IBDF) and the AAAI that
outlined the conduct of agencies, including instructions
to avoid offering discounts to win clients. [Reuters]

India: Operational crisis deepens as
helicopter grounding exposes wider
military unpreparedness

(Im) India’s armed forces are facing an escalating
operational crisis as approximately 330 ‘Dhruv’
Advanced Light Helicopters (ALHs) remain grounded
following a fatal Coast Guard crash in January 2025.
This grounding—combined with the obsolescence of
nearly 350 Cheetah and Chetak helicopters—has
severely hampered military logistics, surveillance, and
border operations, especially along the frontiers with
China and Pakistan.

The Indian Army, the largest operator of ALHs with
over 180 units (including 60 weaponized 'Rudra’
variants), has seen a critical disruption in 'sustenance
flights' to high-altitude outposts. With flying hours
curtailed, pilots are limited to simulator training. The
Indian Air Force (IAF), Navy, and Coast Guard—who
operate 75, 24, and 19 ALHs respectively—are similarly
affected. Despite their extensive operational history,
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ALHs are now grounded pending a conclusive
investigation into a suspected swashplate fracture
linked to the Porbandar crash. Safety checks have
raised concerns about material failure across the fleet.

To compensate, the Army has outsourced logistics to
civilian helicopter operators in high-altitude regions
under a temporary arrangement worth over INR 700
million (USD 8.4 million). While over 1,500 hours of
civilian flight time have delivered 900 tons of supplies
since November 2024, this solution is neither
permanent nor strategic. [The Times of India]

The situation underscores a broader structural malaise
afflicting India’s defense preparedness. A recent
opinion piece by Mihir Sharma in Bloomberg highlights
that the helicopter crisis mirrors a deeper institutional
failure: India's defense forces, especially the IAF, are
severely underprepared for future conflicts. The IAF
currently fields only 31-32 fighter squadrons—far
short of the sanctioned 45—with many aircraft
outdated and due for retirement. The phasing out of
MiG-21s could reduce active squadrons to 25 or 26 by
the end of the decade.

Despite recent emergency procurements—such as the
USD 7.4 billion purchase of 26 Rafale-M jets for aircraft
carrier operations—India lacks a long-term vision.
Budget constraints, bureaucratic paralysis, delayed
indigenous development by Hindustan Aeronautics
Limited (HAL), and political risk aversion have hindered
procurement planning. Defense scandals and the fear
of corruption have left procurement processes opaque
and indecisive, often relying on prime ministerial
discretion rather than institutional strategy.

This short-termism could prove catastrophic as China
modernizes its forces and Pakistan pursues fifth-
generation fighters like the J-35. Analysts warn that
India is “underbalancing” vis-a-vis China and risks being
strategically outmatched if clear, long-term decisions
on technology transfer, localized production, and fleet
modernization are not urgently made. [Bloomberg]

India: Central Industrial Security Force
signs MoU with university to boost
national security

(rt) The Central Industrial Security Force (CISF),
responsible for guarding vital installations, oil
refineries, and airports, has signed a memorandum of
understanding (MoU) with Rashtriya Raksha University
(RRU) to design and conduct joint training programs
and collaborate on research and innovation to address
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practical security challenges. The MoU was signed on
16 April between CISF Inspector General (Training)
Dinesh Pratap Parihar and RRU Vice-Chancellor
Professor Bimal N. Patel.

Under the MoU, RRU will provide services including
strategic partnership in training, academic
development in the security field, and the use of
technology to benefit CISF personnel. The partnership
will focus on joint training programs, research,
innovation projects, and mutual access to subject
experts and institutional resources, all aimed at
developing new security solutions for national
protection. [The Times of India]

Maldives: President Muizzu pushes for
preferential voting system to eliminate
presidential runoffs

(Im/sl) President Dr. Mohamed Muizzu has confirmed
his support for replacing the current two-round
presidential election system in the Maldives with a
preferential voting system, which allows voters to rank
candidates by order of preference. The move, he
clarified via his newly launched public WhatsApp
channel over the weekend, is aimed at electing the
head of state without requiring a runoff.

Currently, the Maldives elects its president through a
two-round system, where a second round is held if no
candidate secures over 50 percent of the vote in the
first round. In contrast, the proposed preferential
system—used in some other countries—automatically
transfers votes from less popular candidates based on
voter preferences until one achieves a majority.

The initiative, supported by former president
Mohamed Nasheed, has reportedly been discussed
with ruling People’s National Congress (PNC)
lawmakers, whom Muizzu met at Muleeaage, the
presidential residence, last week. During the meeting,
the president also proposed a referendum to
synchronize presidential and parliamentary elections.

However, the proposal has sparked political resistance.
Fayyaz Ismail, chairperson of the opposition Maldivian
Democratic Party (MDP), accused the initiative of
masking political motives behind a cost-saving
argument. Former vice president Faisal Naseem went
further, denouncing any constitutional amendment to
remove presidential runoffs as a breach of democratic
principles aimed at extending incumbency.
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The Maldives currently uses a single-member plurality
system for parliamentary and local council elections
[The Sun] [the edition]

Maldives: Opposition demands
reinstatement of suspended Supreme
Court justices

(db/Im) The opposition Maldivian Democratic Party
(MDP) has condemned the suspension of three
Supreme Court justices and called for the immediate
reinstatement of Justices Azmiralda Zahir and Mahaz
Ali Zahir. [the edition 1]

These justices were suspended in February 2025, just
before a pivotal hearing on a petition challenging the
constitutionality of the state-backed anti-defection
amendment. Justice Husnu Suood, who was also
suspended at the time, later resigned. The suspensions
have led to significant disruptions in crucial national
cases, and the MDP has strongly criticized the
government, alleging that the suspensions were
politically motivated to obstruct the court from
potentially overturning the controversial law.

On April 21, the Judicial Service Commission (JSC)
received the findings of an investigative committee
probing serious allegations against the suspended
justices. The investigation focused on accusations that
Justices Azmiralda and Mahaz Ali Zahir had pressured
Criminal Court judges to release Azmiralda’s husband
from detention, as well as their involvement in an
incident where a High Court Assistant Registrar was
allegedly berated by former Justice Suood. The
committee has yet to disclose the findings, but the
next phase will allow the judges to respond before the
JSCissues its final decision. [the edition 2]

The MDP has criticized the actions of the JSC, claiming
that it is under the control of the Muizzu
administration and used as a political tool to attack the
judiciary. The party also accused the JSC of denying the
suspended judges the opportunity to defend
themselves, rejecting key evidence and refusing them
legal assistance. The MDP demands that the JSC cease
its politically motivated investigation and reinstate
Justices Azmiralda and Mahaz Ali Zahir immediately.

The opposition party further argued that these actions
undermine the independence of the judiciary, and
called for greater scrutiny from the People’s Majlis to
protect the constitutional rights of judges. The MDP
appealed to civil society, political parties, and
international bodies to safeguard the autonomy of the
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Maldivian judiciary, emphasizing the importance of
upholding democracy and the rule of law in the
country. [the edition 1]

Maldives: Uncertainty surrounds origins
of police investigation against MDP
activists

(sl) The police investigation into comments made
during a Maldivian Democratic Party (MDP) rally has
sparked confusion regarding its origins. The law firm
representing First Lady Sajidha Mohamed clarified that
her civil case against MDP activists Mariyam Zubair
(Mandhi) and Fayyaz Ismail is entirely separate from
the ongoing police investigation into the same incident.
[the edition 1]

In March 2025, the First Lady filed a civil lawsuit against
activist Mariyam Zubair, accusing her of violating her
constitutional right to protect her family's reputation
by making remarks about her 16-year-old son, Umair
Mohamed Muizzu, during an MDP rally. Zubair
suggested that the government’s vaping ban was
linked to Umair's alleged vaping habits—a claim
strongly denied by the First Family, who asserted that
Umair has never used vapes or tobacco.

In addition to Zubair, MDP Chairperson Fayyaz Ismail is
also being sued for allegedly endorsing and amplifying
the comments on social media. The MDP party itself is
named in the lawsuit, with the First Lady’s legal team
arguing that the party, as the rally’s organizer, holds
responsibility for the incident. [AIR No. 12, March/2025,
4]

The clarification from the First Lady's legal team
followed public scrutiny after police summoned MDP
National Council member Ahmed Saleem (Maaz
Saleem) and Mariyam Zubair to undergo full-body
photographs to help identify them from video footage
of the protest. The images were intended to aid in
confirming the identities of individuals allegedly
involved in the protest where remarks about the
President’'s son and vaping regulations were made.

However, the police have claimed that their
investigation was initiated following a case filed by the
Children’s Ombudsperson's Office. This claim was
swiftly refuted by the Ombudsperson’s office, which
clarified that its letter to the police regarding the
incident did not request any action or criminal
investigation. The office explained that the letter only
called on the police to ensure that children’s rights
were safeguarded, particularly by preventing the
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disclosure of children’s personal data during speeches
at public assembilies, in line with the Law on the Right
to Assembly. [the edition 2]

Maldives: High Court questions ACC's
absence in Shamman's corruption case

(Im) In a recent remand hearing regarding corruption
allegations against former Immigration Controller
Shamman Waheed, the High Court raised concerns
about the absence of the Anti Corruption Commission
(ACQ) in the case. The hearing, which took place on
April 21focused on the ongoing legal proceedings
related to Shamman's alleged involvement in the
release of an expatriate from detention and the
subsequent taking of MVR 500,000 from the individual.

Shamman, who is currently under remand pending the
trial, has been accused of receiving the funds from the
expatriate and subsequently transporting the money
to his residence. At the hearing, Shamman's legal team
requested the High Court to quash the Criminal Court's
order to remand him for the entire duration of the
trial, as well as an additional 15 days prior to that. His
lawyer, Noorul Salam, argued that the remand was
unlawful and that the procedure used to seek an arrest
warrant was improper.

In the Maldives, the ACC holds jurisdiction over
corruption-related matters, and such cases are
typically investigated jointly with the police. However,
Noorul Salam pointed out that in this case, the ACC
was not involved when police sought the arrest
warrant, which raised questions about the legality of
the investigation process. He emphasized that
procedures for handling corruption allegations should
not be bypassed.

In response, the state prosecutor explained that higher
courts have ruled that the police can investigate
money laundering offenses in cases involving both
money laundering and corruption. The prosecutor also
stated that while the police informed the ACC of the
corruption allegations, the primary investigation in this
case concerned money laundering, and the ACC's
involvement would be decided by the commission.

The allegations against Shamman have resulted in his
removal as the Controller General of Immigration. The
police investigation suggests that Shamman, along
with other immigration officers, extorted money from
the expatriate following the latter's release from
custody. The funds were allegedly collected by the
officers and taken to Shamman’s residence, which was
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not part of the assigned task force's operation. [the
edition]

Maldives: President appoints Mohamed
Mujthaz to Civil Service Commission

(Im) President Mohamed Muizzu has appointed
Mohamed Mujthaz as a member of the Civil Service
Commission, fulfilling the requirements set forth in the
Civil Service Act. Mujthaz previously served as Minister
of State for Presidential Affairs and as a member of
parliament, in addition to holding various other senior
governmental roles. [avas]

Maldives: ACC requests charges against
Islamic University officials over unlawful
hiring

(sl) The Anti-Corruption Commission (ACC) has
requested the Attorney General's Office to file charges
against two senior officials of the Islamic University of
Maldives (IUM) for unlawfully hiring an unqualified
individual as a system administrator on November 5,
2017. According to the ACC, the individual was hired
without submitting any documentation verifying their
educational background or professional experience.

The ACC is seeking charges against the then Director of
Human Resources, Ibrahim Samir, and the former Vice
Chancellor, Ali Rashid, under Articles 513(a) and 513(b)
of the Maldives' Criminal Code. These provisions relate
to the misuse of confidential information obtained in
an official capacity for unjust gain, and the abuse of
public office, respectively. [the edition]

Maldives: Government to introduce
regulation ensuring recovery of fines from
grounded ships

(Im) The Maldivian government is drafting new
regulations to secure payment of environmental fines
from foreign vessels that run aground or sink in the
country's lagoons and depart without settling dues.
According to the Ministry of Transport and Civil
Aviation, the most practical solution under
consideration is to require all ships entering Maldivian
waters to hold valid insurance. Although many vessels
are already insured, some continue to arrive without
adequate coverage.
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The ministry, alongside the Environmental Protection
Agency (EPA) and the Attorney General's Office, briefed
Parliament’s Environment and Climate Change
Committee on the initiative. Officials emphasized full
cooperation to resolve the issue and confirmed that a
dedicated regulation is in the final stages of
preparation. Advice from the Attorney General's Office
has been incorporated, and the regulation is expected
to be gazetted later this year.

Additionally, the Maldives is preparing to accede to the
Nairobi International Convention on the Removal of
Wrecks, which aims to improve maritime safety and
environmental protection in the western Indian Ocean.

Government officials acknowledged that shipowners
often contest the environmental fines as
disproportionately high. A review of existing penalty
structures is therefore being considered to improve
compliance and streamline recovery processes.

As of December last year, the EPA reported that more
than MVR 825 million (USD 53.6 million) in
environmental fines remain unpaid. [the edition]

Maldives: Health Ministry sets three-
month deadline for tobacco sales license

(sl) The Ministry of Health has opened applications for
tobacco sales licenses, setting a three-month deadline
for submission. Applications must be filed through the
OneGov portal and will be processed by the Health
Protection Agency (HPA).

Following the first amendment to the Tobacco Control
Act, wholesalers and retailers of tobacco products are
now required to obtain a specific license from the
Ministry of Health in addition to a general trade
license. In total, four separate licenses are required to
legally engage in the tobacco business: a license for
wholesale or retail trade, a license to import tobacco
products, a license for re-export, and registration of
new tobacco products.

Each license will be valid for five years and is subject to
a fee. Renewal applications must be submitted at least
60 days before expiration. Licenses may be revoked in
the event of rule violations. Fines for non-compliance
range from MVR 1,000 (USD 65) to MVR 1,000,000 (USD
65,000), as stipulated by law. [the edition]
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Maldives: Ex-HDC staff to be charged for
fraudulent land sale attempt

(Im) The Anti-Corruption Commission (ACC) of Maldives
has requested the Prosecutor General's Office (PG
Office) to formally charge a former employee of the
Housing Development Corporation (HDC) for
attempting to fraudulently sell a plot of land in
Hulhumalé Phase 2. The former estate officer at HDC is
accused of preparing fraudulent payment slips in the
company's name in 2022, claiming to sell a 2,600-
square-foot plot of land. [the edition]

Maldives: New policy for CFO and Chief
Internal Auditor positions in SOEs

(sl) The Privatization and Corporatization Board (PCB)
has introduced new policies regarding the hiring of
Chief Financial Officers (CFOs) and Chief Internal
Auditors at State-Owned Enterprises (SOEs). The
changes, effective from April 21, are designed to
address challenges in recruiting qualified candidates
for these roles.

The new policy outlines the necessary qualifications for
applicants, including higher education in accounting,
finance, and auditing. CFOs must adhere to
international standards in finance and auditing and are
required to provide independent advice to the board
without external influence. Similarly, Chief Internal
Auditors must have relevant qualifications and report
to the audit committee or the board if the committee is
unavailable.

The policy is intended to broaden the pool of eligible
candidates and improve the overall governance and
financial management within SOEs. The company’s
board will have the authority to appoint and dismiss
individuals in these positions. [the edition]

Maldives: Two Prosecutor General’s Office
lawyers suspended over sexual
harassment allegations

(Im) Two lawyers from the Prosecutor General's (PG)
Office have been suspended pending investigation into
allegations of sexual harassment. According to a
statement issued by the PG Office, its internal ethics
committee is probing the matter as a potential case of
misconduct and violation of ethical standards.
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The individuals have been removed from active duty
while the investigation is ongoing. In parallel, the case
is also under criminal investigation by the Maldives
Police. Authorities have not yet disclosed further
details regarding the nature of the allegations or the
individuals involved. [the edition]

Maldives: Government purchases land to
build safe home for domestic violence
victims

(Im) The Maldivian government has acquired a 10,000-
square-foot plot in Hulhumale’ Phase Two for MVR 31
million (approximately USD 2 million) to establish a
safe home for victims of domestic violence. The
purchase was made by the Ministry of Finance through
a transaction with the Housing Development
Corporation (HDC), and the Civil Court has confirmed
the full payment and legal transfer of ownership.

The planned facility is part of a broader initiative,
launched under a 2022 agreement with the Asian
Development Bank, to strengthen state support and
protection services for survivors of domestic abuse.
Similar safe homes are also scheduled for construction
in Addu City and Raa Atoll Ungoofaaru. [the edition]

Maldives: Pension Office CEO highlights
sustainability concerns, calls for reform

(Im) Pension Office CEO Shujatha Haleem raised
alarms over the sustainability of the current pension
system in the Maldives, emphasizing the need for
urgent reform. Speaking at the Parliament's Public
Accounts Committee, Haleem warned that if the
proportion of the population aged 65 and over reaches
7 percent by 2030, as projected, the state’s pension
model will become increasingly unsustainable.

She explained that the existing Pension Act, which has
been in effect for 15 years, needs to be reformed to
address inefficiencies and inequalities, particularly
those arising from multiple separate pension schemes
managed by various government agencies. Haleem
emphasized the importance of creating a unified
framework to phase out existing arrangements and
implement proper procedures.

A key concern Haleem highlighted was the high cost of
pension schemes operating outside the Pension Act.
These schemes often offer defined benefits without
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requiring employee contributions, which discourages
individuals from joining the national contributory
pension scheme. This structure creates inequities, as
some individuals receive defined benefits upon
retirement, while others, particularly government
employees, fall under a different system, leading to a
discriminatory structure.

Haleem also cautioned that even if current benefit
levels are maintained, the rising elderly population will
significantly increase the burden on the pension
system. She called for adjustments in allowances
based on inflation and evolving living standards.

Committee members urged the Pension Office to
develop a timeline for the proposed legislative changes
and expressed support for centralizing all pension
schemes under the Pension Administration Office.
Currently, 13 state institutions operate individual
pension schemes, with the 2024 state budget
allocating MVR 272 million (approximately USD 17.6
million) for these schemes. In 2023, MVR 266 million
(approximately USD 17.3 million) was spent on "double
pensions," which refers to benefits drawn from more
than one scheme. Over the past five years, spending
on double pensions has increased by MVR 70 million
(approximately USD 4.6 million).

The Pension Office is expected to hold further
discussions with the Ministry of Finance and the Pay
Commission on consolidating all pension schemes
under a single legal and administrative framework to
ensure long-term sustainability. [the edition]

Maldives: Government spending on PSIP
projects drops by 70 percent

(Im) Government expenditure under the Public Sector
Investment Program (PSIP) has fallen by 70 percent
compared to the same period last year, according to
the Ministry of Finance. As of April 10, only MVR 736.8
million (USD 47.89 million) had been disbursed,
significantly lower than the MVR 2.5 billion (USD 162.6
million) spent by the same date in 2024.

The PSIP is a national framework used to plan and
implement capital projects that contribute to the
country’s long-term development goals, such as
infrastructure, energy, and transport initiatives. It
reflects the government's priorities in physical and
social infrastructure investment.

Despite a total allocation of MVR 12.3 billion (USD
799.5 million) for PSIP projects in this year's budget,
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actual disbursement remains limited. The largest
portion of spending so far has been directed to airport
projects, totaling MVR 312.5 million (USD 20.31
million). Land reclamation has received MVR 103
million (USD 6.69 million), harbor development MVR
52.6 million (USD 3.42 million), and bridge construction
MVR 27.3 million (USD 1.78 million). [avas]

Maldives: Equator Village demands USD 25
million for vacating land needed in airport
road project

(Im) Kaimoo Travels and Hotels Services, operator of
Equator Village in Addu City's Gan Island, is demanding
USD 25 million in compensation to vacate staff
quarters needed for the Addu International Airport
(AlA) expansion project. The company is also seeking a
50-year lease extension for two of its resorts in Malé
Atoll—Summer Island Maldives and Embudu Village—
as part of the proposal.

The land in question, part of labor quarters built by the
British in the 1950s, lies in the path of a road being
constructed as part of the airport's USD 30 million
expansion project funded through an Indian line of
credit. While AlA insists that only a few rooms are
affected and alternative land has already been offered,
Kaimoo argues the broader area houses essential
infrastructure, including a kitchen, staff mess, and
laundry.

The government has not accepted the compensation
demand, and AlA has indicated it may pursue legal
action, asserting the land belongs to the airport. The
dispute has reportedly been ongoing since the term of
former President Ibrahim Mohamed Solih. [the edition]

Maldives: Land near Hulhumalé Prison
allocated to the Correctional Service
temporarily

(db) The Maldives Correctional Service has been
temporarily allocated a plot of land adjacent to
Hulhumalé Prison for operational use, according to an
announcement by Minister of Homeland Security and
Technology Ali Thusan on the night of April 16, 2025.
The decision was made under a temporary
arrangement involving the Correctional Service, the
Malé City Council, and the Housing Development
Corporation. The allocated land lies between
Hulhumalé Prison and the Hulhumalé Cemetery and
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will remain in use until the planned Central Prison is
completed and current prisons are relocated.

Minister lhusan stated that the initiative aligns with
President Mohamed Muizzu's broader objective of
reducing prison management costs and improving the
quality of correctional services. The long-term goal is to
address systemic challenges and introduce sustainable
reform.

Plans to construct a Central Jail on Uthuru Thila Falhu
were previously revealed by Minister lhusan in July
2024. The central facility, expected to accommodate up
to 3,000 inmates, is part of a broader strategy to
consolidate all existing prison facilities and enhance
rehabilitation efforts. Ihusan emphasized the
importance of reintegration, noting that the ideal
outcome would be a reduced prison population
supported by more effective correctional
infrastructure. [the edition]

Maldives: Government seeks developer
for Hope Island juvenile reform center

(Im) The Ministry of Homeland Security has announced
that it is seeking a contractor for the development of
Hope Island, a large-scale juvenile reform centre
designed to rehabilitate children from criminal
backgrounds. Originally planned to be located in Dhaal
atoll Vaanee, the project location has now been shifted
to Uthuru Thila Falhu. The development of the centre
is being undertaken in collaboration with the Maldives
National Defence Force (MNDF), the Maldives Police
Service, and other relevant ministries.

Hope Island is expected to accommodate up to 700
minors, and the facilities will include detention centers,
residential buildings, parks, a mosque, a cinema, a
football stadium, and a school. The project will also
feature the Central Prison Complex, which will provide
religious education, formal academic programs, sports,
and psychosocial interventions to support the
rehabilitation of youth.

Homeland Security Minister Ali lhusan previously
stated that minors sent to Hope Island will remain
there until they reach the age of 18. Afterward, they
will be offered opportunities for official recruitment
into the MNDF or the police service. Following a period
of service and evaluation, they will be able to pursue
careers in their chosen fields.

This initiative follows a significant change in the
juvenile justice system, with the age of criminal
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responsibility being lowered from 15 to 12 years. [the
edition]

Maldives: Civil Court orders freezing of
Jaah Investment’s bank accounts over
delayed apartment project

(Im) The Civil Court’'s Hulhumale' Division has ordered
the freezing of bank accounts belonging to Jaah
Investment Pvt Ltd, the developer behind a luxury
apartment complex near Central Park in Hulhumale'.
The directive instructs seven banks—including the
Bank of Maldives, Maldives Islamic Bank, and State
Bank of India—to disclose account details and
balances held by the company.

The Gardens project, awarded to Jaah Investment in
2017 under the administration of former President
Abdullah Yameen, was recently terminated by the
Housing Development Corporation (HDC) on April 16
due to prolonged delays despite repeated extensions.
Jaah Investment has claimed that 95 percent of the
project—comprising 83 luxury units including 27 suites
and 54 villas—is complete. However, apartment buyers
have raised concerns, stating that they were never
allowed to inspect the units. [avas]

Maldives: Ministry of Construction revises
application criteria for Hiyaavahi housing
loan scheme

(sl) The Ministry of Construction has announced that
applicants for the government's low-interest Hiyaavahi
housing loan scheme - which was introduced to assist
individuals who own land but lack the financial means
to build a house - can now apply without providing a
drawing approved by the Male City Council.

Minister of Construction Dr. Abdulla Muttalib stated
that the original requirement to submit a council-
approved drawing was due to banking regulations.
However, as the Male City Council often takes time to
grant approvals, the government will now accept
applications with drawings stamped by a licensed
architect, thereby bypassing the need for immediate
council approval. Under the new criteria, drawings
stamped solely by engineers will not be accepted.

Minister Muttalib clarified that applications will
continue to be evaluated based on architect-certified
designs, and applicants will have the option to submit
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a council-approved version at a later stage if necessary.
[Atoll Times]

Maldives: President announces formation
of army, navy, and air force within MNDF

(Im) President Dr Mohamed Muizzu has announced
plans to establish an Army, Navy, and Air Force within
the Maldives National Defence Force (MNDF),
emphasizing the importance of enhancing the
country’'s defense capabilities. Speaking at a ceremony
to commemorate MNDF's 133rd anniversary, the
President stated that strengthening the MNDF's
operational capacity should be a source of national
pride. He expressed that acquiring equipment and
expanding the MNDF's capacity is crucial for the
country's independence and security. [the edition]

Maldives: MNDF vessel 'Huravee' returns
after repairs in India

(Im) The largest vessel of the Maldives National
Defence Force (MNDF), 'Huravee,' has returned to the
Maldives after undergoing four months of repairs in
India. The vessel, gifted by the Indian government in
2023, replaced an earlier vessel of the same name that
was decommissioned. This marks the first time the
vessel required repairs in India.

The new 'Huravee' is larger and more capable than its
predecessor. According to the Indian Navy, the vessel
underwent extensive repairs at Mumbai's Naval
Dockyard, including the repair of machinery,
weaponry, and sensors. After the repairs, the vessel
underwent sea tests, operational checks, safety audits,
and training exercises.

The Indian government had previously gifted another
vessel, named 'Kaamiyaabu' (Success), to the MNDF in
2019. [the edition]

Maldives: Military exercises being held
near Hulhumale’

(Im) Military exercises are currently held near
Hulhumale’ from April 20 to 24. [avas]
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Nepal: Former king's message and RPP
protests reignite debate on monarchy,
deepen political divisions

(Im/hgk) A series of pro-monarchy protests led by the
Rastriya Prajatantra Party (RPP) and recent statements
by former king Gyanendra Shah have reignited political
tensions in Nepal, exposing fractures within the ruling
alliance and sparking renewed debate about the
country’s constitutional identity. The RPP, the fifth-
largest party in Parliament, has staged a wave of
demonstrations demanding the reinstatement of the
monarchy and the declaration of Nepal as a Hindu
state. These protests intensified after the deadly March
28 rally in Kathmandu's Tinkune area, which turned
violent and left two dead and over 120 injured.

Despite government warnings and restrictions on
demonstrations near sensitive government zones, the
RPP pressed ahead with rallies in central Kathmandu.
On April 21, senior party leaders, including Chairman
Rajendra Lingden, Vice-chair Buddhiman Tamang, and
Chief Whip Gyan Bahadur Shahi, were briefly detained
by police for chanting slogans and distributing
pamphlets within the restricted Singha Durbar
complex. Their demands included a judicial probe into
the Tinkune incident and the release of party leaders
Rabindra Mishra and Dhawal Shumsher Rana, who
remain in custody over their involvement in the March
protest. [The Kathmandu Post 1] [The Kathmandu Post
2] [The Kathmandu Post 3] [The Kathmandu Post 4]

The party's latest protest, however, saw a lower-than-
expected turnout and internal divisions over strategy.
Some senior leaders questioned the wisdom of defying
protest bans in Kathmandu while regional protests
were already planned. The arrests and government
crackdown have further complicated the party’s efforts
to sustain momentum. Nonetheless, the RPP
leadership has continued its campaign and held
meetings with top political figures, including Prime
Minister KP Sharma Oli and Nepali Congress President
Sher Bahadur Deuba, to secure the release of the
detained leaders, citing health concerns in Rana's case.

The protests gained renewed attention following a
New Year video address by former king Gyanendra
Shah, who expressed sorrow over the violence at
Tinkune and reiterated support for multiparty
democracy under a constitutional monarchy. His
remarks, calling for national unity and a “public
awakening,” were interpreted by critics as tacit
endorsement of the monarchist campaign. The ruling
Communist Party of Nepal-Unified Marxist Leninist
(CPN-UML) swiftly condemned the former king's
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message. Deputy General Secretary Pradeep Gyawali
accused Shah of glorifying violence and called the
protest an orchestrated attempt to undermine the
federal democratic system.

Adding to the controversy, Shah denied recent claims
that he had appointed protest leaders such as Durga
Prasai or Nabaraj Subedi, both of whom played central
roles in the March 28 demonstration. The RPP leaders,
who met with the former king days before the April 21
protest, confirmed Shah'’s denial and claimed their
regular contact with the former monarch is consistent
with their ideological position but not indicative of
direct political coordination. Shah also reportedly
expressed concern over the loss of life and property
during the protests, reiterating that "a regime
established through bloodshed cannot sustain itself
for long." [The Kathmandu Post 5]

Concerned by the monarchist resurgence, Nepal's top
three leaders—Prime Minister KP Sharma Oli, Nepali
Congress President Sher Bahadur Deuba, and main
opposition CPN (Maoist Centre) Chairman Pushpa
Kamal Dahal—met on April 18 to coordinate a unified
defense of the republic. The leaders agreed that
democratic forces must remain united in countering
attempts to undermine the post-2008 federal
constitutional order. [The Kathmandu Post 6]

Meanwhile, the CPN-UML and its allies are planning a
major youth rally on April 24 to counter the growing
monarchist sentiment, which they view as a threat to
the constitutional republic. [The Kathmandu Post 7]
[The Kathmandu Post 8]

In parallel, the Nepal Police have arrested several
individuals connected to the March 28 protest,
including senior RPP leaders. Among those detained
were Senior Vice-chair Rabindra Mishra and General
Secretary Dhawal Shumsher Rana, who are accused of
inciting violence. Rana was later released for medical
treatment after 24 days in detention. Durga Prasai, a
controversial businessman and one of the protest
leaders, fled the scene following the violence but was
apprehended on April 11 and remains in custody. [The
Kathmandu Post 9]

Nepal: Education minister resigns amid
growing unrest over teachers' demands

(rs/hgk) As Nepal approaches a key parliamentary
session, scheduled for April 25, public sector unrest
continues to escalate, particularly with teachers and
civil servants ramping up pressure on the government.
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On April 21, Education Minister Bidya Bhattarai
resigned after differences with Prime Minister KP
Sharma Oli and Finance Minister Bishnu Paudel
regarding teachers' demands. Bhattarai's resignation
came amidst the ongoing protests by thousands of
public school teachers who have been demonstrating
for over three weeks. The protests, led by the Nepal
Teachers' Federation, have severely disrupted Nepal's
education system. Notably, the marking of Secondary
Education Examination (SEE) answer sheets has stalled,
school enrollment campaigns have been delayed, and
Grade 12 board exams, scheduled for later this month,
are at risk of a nationwide boycott. [The Kathmandu
Post 1] [The Kathmandu Post 2]

Teachers' primary demands include legal parity with
civil servants regarding pay, promotion, and benefits.
Although the government has agreed to raise the
salary of Early Childhood Development facilitators to
NPR 17,300 (approximately USD 126) and extend
allowances to temporary and support teachers, core
demands—such as pension rights, grade alignment,
and the immediate enactment of the School Education
Bill—remain unresolved. Teachers are refusing to back
down, demanding the immediate passage of the bill,
which is currently under review by the parliamentary
Education Sub-Committee. Speaker Devraj Ghimire has
pledged to fast-track the bill once tabled. [The
Kathmandu Post 3] [The Kathmandu Post 4] [The
Kathmandu Post 5]

Meanwhile, civil servant unions have added their
voices to the growing discontent. Six major civil servant
unions have warned of mass mobilizations if the
Federal Civil Service Bill is not tabled in Parliament by
April 24. These unions, representing government
employees affiliated with political parties, have
submitted an 11-point demand to the State Affairs and
Good Governance Committee, seeking recognition of
civil servants across all government tiers, institutional
rights to unionize, and reforms to promotion,
appointment, and transfer procedures. They are also
calling for permanent positions for contract workers
and the option for integrated officials to choose their
level of governance.

The delay in civil service reform has left Nepal's federal
bureaucracy operating under outdated laws, nearly
nine years after the adoption of the federal
constitution. Debate continues within the committee
over controversial provisions such as reintroducing the
"additional secretary" rank and imposing a cooling-off
period before civil servants can enter the private
sector. The committee chair, Ramhari Khatiwada, has
stated that most concerns have been addressed, and
he aims to finalize the bill by the end of April.
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The dual protests—teachers demanding reforms in the
education system and civil servants pushing for
changes in the bureaucracy—underscore growing
dissatisfaction with the delayed federal restructuring.
Protest leaders argue that bureaucratic briefings have
exaggerated the costs of reform—estimating them at
NPR 200 billion (approximately USD 1.5 billion), when
actual costs may be closer to NPR 13 billion
(approximately USD 96 million). Despite the
government's outreach, protest leaders insist that only
legislative action, not political assurances, will bring an
end to the demonstrations. [The Kathmandu Post 6]

Nepal: Ruling coalition asserts unity amid
deepening Nepali Congress dissent and
growing public unrest

(Im/rs) Amid mounting public dissatisfaction and
widening internal divisions, Nepal's ruling coalition—
formed by the Nepali Congress and the Communist
Party of Nepal-Unified Marxist Leninist (CPN-UML)—is
attempting to project unity, even as governance
challenges and unresolved policy disputes persist.

On April 16, Prime Minister KP Sharma Oli and Nepali
Congress President Sher Bahadur Deuba convened a
high-level meeting of the ruling alliance’s coordination
mechanism to reaffirm their partnership. They
emphasized their commitment to the coalition, formed
in July 2024 under a power-sharing agreement that
grants Oli two years as prime minister before handing
over the leadership to Deuba in mid-2026. [Ratopati]
[Khabarhub] [The Kathmandu Post 1]

However, within the Nepali Congress—the largest
party in Parliament—internal dissent is growing.
General Secretaries Gagan Thapa and Bishwa Prakash
Sharma, alongside senior leader Shekhar Koirala, have
openly criticized the coalition's performance,
describing it as ineffective and ideologically incoherent.
The trio has also accused the government of failing to
uphold democratic values and succumbing to the
influence of unaccountable intermediaries in decision-
making. [The Kathmandu Post 2]

In response to this deepening rift, the Nepali Congress
has scheduled a Central Working Committee meeting
for April 30 to assess the party’s position in the ruling
alliance and re-evaluate its policy direction. Party
President Deuba has so far ruled out withdrawing from
the coalition, maintaining that its continuity is a matter
of national necessity. [The Kathmandu Post 3]



https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-sddhhjk-l-vt/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-sddhhjk-l-vi/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-sddhhjk-l-vd/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-sddhhjk-l-vh/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-sddhhjk-l-vk/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-sddhhjk-l-vu/

The ruling parties also face internal conflict over
several unresolved appointments. The post of Nepal
Rastra Bank governor remains vacant, with concerns
mounting over undue influence in the selection
process. The delayed promotion of six Nepal Police
additional inspectors general and the abrupt
resignation of Tribhuvan University Vice-Chancellor
Keshar Jung Baral—who cited political interference—
have further exacerbated criticism. [The Kathmandu
Post 4]

Amid this instability, CPN-UML has announced a large
“Youth Festival” rally in Kathmandu on April 24 to mark
Loktantra Diwas and counter rising monarchist
sentiment. Critics argue that such displays of party
strength are inappropriate for a ruling party facing a
governance crisis. Political analysts stress that instead
of orchestrating public rallies, the governing parties
should prioritize performance and public
accountability. [The Kathmandu Post 5]

Despite these tensions, both Oli and Deuba have
downplayed any risk of a government collapse. They
argue that the challenges stem from governance
issues, not coalition breakdown. Yet the visible erosion
of trust between Congress reformists and UML
loyalists suggests that unless tangible improvements
occur in governance and transparency, the coalition
may face more serious fractures in the months ahead.

Nepal: Supreme Court reviews high court
ruling in cooperative fraud case against
Rabi Lamichhane

(Im) Nepal's Supreme Court has requested additional
documentation from the Butwal bench of the Tulsipur
High Court regarding its April 4 decision to remand
Rastriya Swatantra Party (RSP) chair Rabi Lamichhane
into custody. The request follows a writ petition filed
by Lamichhane’s wife, party officials, and legal counsel
seeking to overturn the ruling.

Lamichhane, who is currently detained at Rupandehi
District Prison, faces allegations of embezzling tens of
millions of Nepali rupees (NPR) from several
cooperatives, including Supreme Cooperative, and
redirecting the funds to the now-defunct Gorkha
Media Network, where he was managing director prior
to entering politics in 2022.

The case has seen conflicting rulings across judicial
levels. On January 26, the Rupandehi District Court
granted Lamichhane bail of NPR 10 million (USD
73,000), citing a lack of immediate evidence to justify
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pre-trial detention. However, the Tulsipur High Court
later reversed that decision, ordering judicial custody
instead.[The Kathmandu Post]

Nepal: 110 apply for transitional justice
commissions as panel reattempts
appointments

(Im) A total of 110 individuals have applied to join
Nepal's two transitional justice commissions, marking a
renewed attempt to appoint leadership after previous
efforts stalled amid internal disagreements. The
applicants include former judges, diplomats,
government secretaries, academics, rights activists,
and victims of the country's decade-long Maoist
insurgency.

The shortlisted candidates—expected to be
announced shortly—will undergo interviews and give
presentations. Eventually, two chairs and eight
members will be nominated to lead the Truth and
Reconciliation Commission and the Commission of
Investigation on Enforced Disappeared Persons, both
established in 2015 to address conflict-era abuses. The
Cabinet will make the final appointments. Each
commission will have a four-year term to complete its
investigations and recommend reparations and
prosecutions.

This marks the second round of recruitment efforts in
just three months. A previous panel—also led by
Mishra—expired in December 2024 without reaching
consensus, despite receiving 156 applications. The
process had resumed after Nepal's federal parliament
amended the Enforced Disappearances Enquiry Act in
August 2024, following a Supreme Court ruling that
struck down key amnesty provisions.

Both commissions have been dormant since July 2022,
following the non-renewal of their leadership. The
Truth and Reconciliation Commission has received
over 63,700 complaints, while the Disappearances
Commission has registered around 2,500 cases, many
involving individuals allegedly abducted by either
Maoist combatants or state security forces.

The current recommendation panel, chaired by former
chief justice Om Prakash Mishra, has until May 23 to
complete its mandate. [The Kathmandu Post]
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Nepal: Supreme Court petition stalls
appointment of central bank governor

(Im) The process to appoint a new governor of Nepal
Rastra Bank has been thrown into uncertainty
following the filing of a supplementary writ petition at
the Supreme Court on April 19. The petition seeks to
block the potential appointment of former executive
director Gunakar Bhatta, citing alleged legal violations
and political interference.

Bhatta, considered the frontrunner for the governor
position, resigned from his executive director post on
April 18, a move interpreted as a step toward assuming
the central bank's leadership. However, his resignation
has not yet been accepted by Acting Governor Nilam
Dhungana, who is also a contender. The Supreme
Court had already issued an interim order on April 15
against implementing revised age criteria for public
office, a move seen as benefiting Bhatta. [The
Kathmandu Post 1]

The latest petition, filed by advocates Bishal Thapa and
Prativa Uprety, argues that Bhatta does not meet the
qualifications outlined in Section 15 of the Nepal
Rastra Bank Act, which requires that nominees be
either deputy governors or recognized experts in
economics, banking, or related fields. The petition
claims that appointing Bhatta—who was an executive
director rather than a deputy governor—would violate
the legal framework and set a precedent of
undermining merit through political bargaining.

This controversy follows reports that top ruling
coalition leaders, Prime Minister and CPN-UML Chair
KP Sharma Oli and Nepali Congress President Sher
Bahadur Deuba, had reached a political agreement to
nominate Bhatta. Former finance minister Barshaman
Pun also publicly accused the government of engaging
in multi-billion rupee financial manipulation to install a
compliant figure at the helm of the central bank.

The Supreme Court has scheduled a hearing for April
27 and may issue an interim order to suspend further
action by the recommendation committee, led by
Finance Minister Bishnu Poudel. The committee has
yet to formally propose any candidate, despite the
legal requirement that a new governor be appointed a
month before the incumbent's retirement—Governor
Maha Prasad Adhikari's term ended on April 4.

The petitioners also referred to past incidents, notably
when former executive director Yuba Raj Khatiwada
was barred from direct appointment as governor
under similar circumstances. They argue that the
current situation echoes that precedent, where
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bypassing legal criteria for political expediency
ultimately weakened institutional integrity. [The
Kathmandu Post 2]

Nepal: Resignation of RSP official exposes
internal tensions and highlights
leadership challenges

(rs) Rastriya Swatantra Party (RSP) lawmaker Sumana
Shrestha has resigned as the party’s joint general
secretary, exposing deepening rifts and raising broader
questions about internal democracy and leadership
within the party. Although she pledged to remain a
member of the party’s central committee and continue
her role as a lawmaker, Shrestha cited growing
dissatisfaction with the leadership and lack of
transparency in decision-making.

Her resignation letter criticized the absence of intra-
party consultation and called for the implementation
of the “one-person, one-position” policy to distinguish
RSP from traditional parties. She argued that
combining legislative duties with senior party roles
weakens institutional credibility. Shrestha also accused
party leaders of making her resignation public without
her consent, despite her intent to keep it confidential
in light of party chair Rabi Lamichhane’s recent legal
troubles.

Shrestha’'s move follows growing unease within RSP,
which has faced a string of challenges since emerging
as a promising alternative force in the 2022 general
elections. Once seen as youth-driven and reformist,
the party has been increasingly criticized for becoming
overly centralized around Lamichhane, who remains in
judicial custody over multiple cooperative fraud cases.
These developments have fueled perceptions that the
RSP is evolving into a personality-centric entity,
contrary to its founding ideals.

The leadership vacuum created by Lamichhane's legal
issues has paralyzed party operations. Despite earlier
plans to hold its first general convention in May, the
RSP has struggled to complete local-level conventions
—a prerequisite for the national assembly—and has
since postponed the event to February 2026.

Shrestha's resignation, along with delayed internal
processes and continued dependence on
Lamichhane’s directives, underscores the party’s
difficulties in balancing reformist rhetoric with
functional political structure. As intra-party debate
grows louder, some leaders have begun calling for
greater collective leadership and clearer separation of
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legislative and organizational roles to avoid becoming
“just another party.” [The Kathmandu Post 1] [The
Kathmandu Post 2] [The Kathmandu Post 3]

Nepal: Suspended Janamat Party
treasurer arrested on fraud charges

(Im) Surendra Yadav, the suspended central treasurer
of the Janamat Party, was arrested in Saptari on April
20 on charges of fraud and criminal betrayal. Acting on
a warrant issued by the Lalitpur District Court, police
detained Yadav and are preparing to transfer him to
Lalitpur for further investigation.

The Janamat Party, a regional political party in Nepal
with its base in the Madhesh Province, emerged from
the Madhesi rights movement and advocates for
federalism, inclusive governance, and the rights of
historically marginalized communities.

The case stems from a complaint filed by the party’s
central spokesperson, who accused Yadav of
embezzling millions of Nepali rupees from over 60
members of the Non-Resident Madhesi Association.
The funds were allegedly solicited under the pretense
of investment shares and party levies, without the
party's knowledge or consent.

According to the party’s disciplinary committee, Yadav,
in coordination with two other individuals, used the
misappropriated funds to purchase a house in
Koteshwar, operate a hotel, and invest in real estate
and a private school in Janakpur. He was also accused
of manipulating financial records, neglecting party
responsibilities, and spending extended periods
abroad, particularly in the United States and Qatar.

Yadav, who was suspended from his post in March, has
denied the allegations and claimed that party
chairperson C.K. Raut orchestrated the case in an
attempt to discredit him. [The Kathmandu Post]

Nepal: Supreme Court convicts Unity Life
executives in USD 27 million pyramid
scheme

(Im) Nepal's Supreme Court has overturned a 2017
acquittal by the Patan High Court, convicting seven
former executives of Unity Life International (ULI) in
one of the country’s largest financial fraud cases. The
company had swindled NPR 3.79 billion (USD 27.67
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million) from 368,710 people, both domestically and
abroad, through illegal insurance and health schemes
operated under a pyramid-style network.

The convicted individuals include ULI chairperson and
top directors, who have each been sentenced to two
and a half years in prison and fined NPR 25,000 (USD
182.50). Two additional executives received one-year
sentences and NPR 10,000 (USD 73.00) fines. The court
also ordered the liquidation of ULI's assets to refund
affected depositors, with the Judgement
Implementation Directorate overseeing the process.

ULI had promised high returns through unlicensed
assurance and health plans, violating multiple laws,
including the Bank and Financial Institutions Act and
Consumer Protection legislation. The government
banned its operations in 2010 following media reports
and launched criminal proceedings against 112
individuals, arresting 23.

While a 2014 district court had convicted several top
figures, the Patan High Court controversially acquitted
them in 2017—just days before a judge’s retirement.
That ruling has now been reversed, with the Supreme
Court reaffirming accountability and ordering
compensation for victims. [The Kathmandu Post]

Nepal: Lawmakers uncover USD 102.2
million in corruption at Pokhara airport
project

(Im) A subpanel of Nepal's House of Representatives’
Public Accounts Committee has uncovered corruption
and irregularities amounting to NPR 14 billion (USD
102.2 million) in the construction of the Pokhara
International Airport. The findings, nearly a year in the
making, point to serious misconduct in construction
processes, tax exemptions, and oversight failures by
the Civil Aviation Authority of Nepal (CAAN).

According to the committee’s draft report, the project
suffered from both physical and financial irregularities.
While contractors claimed USD 5.5 million was spent
transporting soil from five kilometers away to elevate
the runway, no such material was actually delivered.
The runway, required to be built between 2,674 and
2,677 feet above sea level, was instead completed at
2,636 feet, violating the construction agreement.

Additionally, NPR 2.2 billion (USD 16.06 million) in taxes
were improperly exempted for the construction firms
despite contractual obligations stating that the
companies were responsible for these payments. The
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project was originally budgeted at NPR 22 billion (USD
160.6 million) and backed by a USD 215.96 million soft
loan from China EXIM Bank. The final cost rose to NPR
25.34 billion (USD 185 million).

The committee has recommended the immediate
suspension of CAAN Director General Pradeep
Adhikari, who headed the project from 2014 to 2017,
and called for investigations into other senior officials,
including former directors general and key project
personnel. As the panel does not have investigative
authority, it will refer its findings to the Commission for
the Investigation of Abuse of Authority (CIAA) for
further action.

The report awaits full endorsement from the subpanel,
as some lawmakers have withheld signatures pending
a final review. Once finalized, the full Public Accounts
Committee will deliberate on the report.

Pokhara International Airport, classified as a national
pride project, spans 198.36 hectares and was
implemented under an Engineering, Procurement, and
Construction (EPC) model. Construction began in fiscal
year 2015-16 and was initially expected to be
completed by 2018-19, though delays pushed
completion to 2020-21. [The Kathmandu Post]

Nepal: Medical Education Commission
forms task force to review student quotas
and fees amid protests

(Im) The Medical Education Commission has
established an 11-member task force to review the
number of student seats and fee structures for MBBS
and BDS programs in private medical colleges, amid
escalating tensions with resident doctors and college
operators. The panel, led by Education Ministry
Secretary Dipak Kafle, has been given 10 days to
submit its recommendations.

The decision, made during the Commission’s 18th
meeting chaired by Prime Minister KP Sharma Oli,
comes in response to protests from resident doctors
and resistance from private institutions. Resident
doctors are demanding a monthly allowance of NPR
48,000 (USD 353)—equal to that received by
postgraduate trainees in public medical colleges—
while private colleges claim they cannot meet the
demand without government subsidies.

The February meeting had already resolved to provide
such allowances, but private institutions have since
threatened to suspend postgraduate teaching unless
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they receive financial support. Some colleges have also
requested increases in both student quotas and tuition
fees, particularly for international enrollees.

The Commission’s next meeting is set for April 27,
where it is expected to review the task force’s findings
and decide on potential reforms to address the
ongoing standoff in Nepal's medical education sector.
[The Kathmandu Post]

Nepal: Cooperative fraud victims
condemn government inaction, demand
restitution amid stalled reforms

(Im) Victims of widespread cooperative fraud in Nepal
have intensified their protests, accusing the
government of breaking repeated promises to return
their lost savings and failing to take concrete action
despite public commitments. Protesters have been
demonstrating at Ratnapark’s Shantibatika for over
two weeks, expressing frustration over the
government's silence and refusal to initiate dialogue.

Although past governments signed at least three
agreements with cooperative victims and last year's
national budget promised restitution, none of the
measures have been implemented. Victims also
submitted formal grievances to both the Office of the
President and the Prime Minister's Office earlier this
month but have received no response.

The formation of the National Cooperative Regulatory
Authority (NCRA) in January 2025, via ordinance, was
expected to address the crisis. However, the body
remains largely inactive, with only a few of its board
positions filled and no substantial progress made
toward compensating depositors. Officials now cite
structural delays and lack of guidelines for the failure
to act.

Former finance secretary Rameshore Khanal's recent
reform report proposed reimbursing up to NPR
500,000 (USD 3,650) per depositor and imposing travel
bans on cooperative operators, echoing commitments
made in the 2024-25 budget. However, these too
remain unimplemented.

Protesters further criticized a legal amendment that
raised the threshold for filing complaints from 25
individuals to 25 percent of all depositorsin a
cooperative—making it harder to trigger investigations.
Government officials argue that this is just one of five
criteria used to assess whether a cooperative is in
crisis, but campaigners see the change as regressive.
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With over 3 million people involved in 34,000
cooperatives nationwide, the crisis has broad
implications. Victims' groups are now threatening to
release their own policy proposals if the government
officially admits its failure. They argue that resolving
the issue requires urgent political will and legal
reforms beyond the existing framework. [The
Kathmandu Post]

Nepal: Rector appointed acting Tribhuvan
University chief after vice chancellor’s
resignation

(Im) Prime Minister KP Sharma Oli has appointed
Professor Khadka KC, Rector of Tribhuvan University
(TU), as acting vice chancellor following the abrupt
resignation of Professor Keshar Jung Baral. The
appointment adheres to the Tribhuvan University Act
1992, which allows the rector to serve in an acting
capacity for up to three months when the vice
chancellor position is vacant.

Baral, who assumed office in February 2024, stepped
down after just over a year, citing sustained political
interference and a lack of institutional support. Though
initially seen as a reform-oriented leader, Baral stated
that he could not carry out his agenda amid what he
described as a highly obstructive environment.

In accordance with legal provisions, the Ministry of
Education is now expected to form a three-member
committee, chaired by the education minister, to begin
the search for a permanent vice chancellor. Baral's
resignation and KC's interim appointment have
renewed concerns about chronic governance
instability and political influence in Nepal's higher
education institutions. [The Kathmandu Post]

Nepal: Supreme Court halts refugee
deportations

(Im) Nepal's Supreme Court has issued an interim
order suspending the deportation of four Bhutanese
refugees, who re-entered the country after being
denied entry by Bhutan. The Court, responding to a
habeas corpus petition, has summoned the
government to produce the individuals before the
bench on April 23.

These individuals, members of the Nepali-speaking
Lhotshampa community, were resettled in the United
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States under a UN-backed third-country resettlement
program but were deported on March 24 over alleged
involvement in criminal offenses. Bhutan refused to
accept them upon arrival, and Indian authorities
transported them to the Panitanki border, from where
they entered eastern Nepal. They were later detained
by Nepali authorities in Beldangi and Bahundangi and
are currently being held while immigration officials
conduct an inquiry.

Rights advocates have expressed concern about their
legal status and treatment, urging Nepal to uphold due
process. Meanwhile, reports suggest the U.S. may
deport up to 63 Lhotshampa refugees on similar
grounds. Bhutan has refused to recognize these
individuals as its citizens, creating a diplomatic
deadlock. [The Kathmandu Post 1]

In a related development, United Nations human rights
experts have urged Bhutan to release 32 political
prisoners detained for decades after participating in
protests during the 1990s and 2010s against the state’s
treatment of the Lhotshampa minority. The prisoners,
many of whom were convicted under vague terrorism
and national security charges, are serving sentences
ranging from 34 years to life imprisonment. The UN
condemned the detentions as arbitrary and raised
concerns over torture and coerced confessions.

The experts called on Bhutan’s monarch to exercise his
constitutional power to pardon and release the
prisoners, emphasizing that their incarceration violates
international norms on freedom of expression and
assembly. The protests emerged in response to
Bhutan's systemic discrimination against the
Lhotshampa population, which also led to the forced
displacement of over 100,000 refugees, many of whom
remain stateless or resettled abroad. [The Kathmandu
Post 2]

Nepal: Home minister directs detailed
probe into Siraha woman'’s alleged sexual
abuse and death

(rs) Nepal's Home Ministry has directed a
comprehensive investigation into the death of 24-year-
old Anandi Devi Sadaya, a woman from the
marginalized Musahar community in Siraha district,
who died by suicide on April 15 after months of being
denied justice following an alleged attempted gang
rape.

Sadaya's ordeal began on December 24, 2024, when
she was allegedly attacked by two local men while
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walking to visit her sister. Despite filing a complaint at
the Area Police Office in Maheshpur Patar the same
day, her family claims that police, along with
community figures, actively discouraged legal
proceedings and instead pressured them into
accepting a cash settlement of NPR 200,000 (USD
1,460). Repeated efforts were made by both the
accused's relatives and local officials to settle the
matter informally, and police are accused of warning
the family that legal action would be too burdensome
for a poor household like theirs.

Although the family initially refused to compromise,
police reportedly delayed action, failed to arrest the
suspects—whom they claimed had fled to India—and
even tore up the complaint receipt at one point. The
case was officially registered only on March 9, 2025,
after pressure from Dalit rights activists and threats of
a press conference. Even after a court warrant was
issued, the accused remained at large, and no arrests
followed.

The prolonged legal limbo and social isolation
reportedly took a severe toll on Sadaya's mental
health. Her husband had stopped communicating with
her, and the perceived institutional betrayal is believed
to have driven her to take her own life, leaving behind
a two-year-old daughter. Rights groups and local
representatives have condemned police inaction,
alleging that the very state institutions meant to
protect citizens had instead become complicit in
obstructing justice.

In response to mounting public outcry, the Home
Ministry has pledged to investigate not only the actions
of the alleged perpetrators but also the conduct of
local police and community leaders. The Ministry has
acknowledged the widespread perception of impunity
in cases of gender-based violence, especially among
Dalit and marginalized communities, and vowed to
identify and punish those responsible for obstructing
justice. [The Kathmandu Post 1] [The Kathmandu Post
2]

A probe team from the Madhesh Province Police Office
has already begun inquiries, including meetings with
the victim's family and the officers at the Area Police
Office in Maheshpur Patar. [The Kathmandu Post 3]

Meanwhile, civil society groups and rights activists are
preparing additional legal complaints for abetment to
suicide and obstruction of justice. They argue that
Sadaya's case reflects a broader failure in Nepal's legal
and law enforcement systems to respond to gender-
based violence, particularly when victims are from
socially disadvantaged groups.
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Nepal: High Court overturns Ram Bahadur
Bomjan'’s child sexual abuse conviction on
procedural grounds

(Im) The Janakpur High Court has acquitted
controversial spiritual figure Ram Bahadur Bomjan in a
high-profile child sexual abuse case, ruling that the
statute of limitations had expired before the case was
filed. The court overturned a previous Sarlahi District
Court decision, which had convicted Bomjan on July 1,
2024, sentencing him to 10 years in prison and
imposing a fine of NPR 500,000 (USD 3,670).

A division bench of Justices Khemraj Bhatta and
Narishwar Bhandari concluded that the case—filed on
February 5, 2017—exceeded the legally permitted
deadline by four days. According to the court, the
complaint should have been submitted no later than
February 1, 2017, under the applicable statute at the
time. The High Court also ruled that the Children's Act,
2018, which had informed the district court's verdict,
could not be applied retroactively.

The ruling emphasized that the acquittal was made on
procedural grounds only, without assessing the
substantive merits of the charges. Bomjan was
accused of sexually abusing ten minors at one of his
ashrams and had long faced public scrutiny over
multiple allegations, including sexual misconduct and
the disappearances of four disciples.

Previously a fugitive, Bomjan was arrested by Nepal's
Central Investigation Bureau in January 2024, years
after gaining international attention in 2005 for claims
of prolonged meditation without food or water.

Legal experts indicate that the verdict may still be
appealed to the Supreme Court, keeping the case
potentially active despite the high court's procedural
dismissal. [The Kathmandu Post]

Nepal: Achham fire victims left without
promised relief despite ministerial
pledges

(Im) Victims of the devastating April 8 fire in Jayagadh
Bazaar, Achham district, say they have yet to receive
the financial relief promised by local and provincial
authorities. The blaze, which originated at a money
transfer center, destroyed 23 houses and caused an
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estimated property loss of NPR 80 million (USD
584,000), leaving dozens of families homeless.

Although several Sudurpaschim provincial ministers
and local leaders visited the area shortly after the fire
and pledged support, victims report receiving only
minimal emergency assistance—such as rice, oil,
blankets, and cooking supplies—with no arrangements
made for long-term recovery or shelter. The
Bannigadhi Jayagadh Rural Municipality confirmed it
has yet to receive the NPR 5 million (USD 36,500)
pledged by the provincial government and has so far
only collected NPR 400,000 (USD 2,900) in donations.
[The Kathmandu Post]

Nepal: Health minister pledges zero
maternal and child mortality

(Im) Nepal's Minister for Health and Population, Pradip
Paudel, has pledged to work toward eliminating
maternal and child mortality, highlighting it as a
national priority in the upcoming budget. Speaking at
the inauguration of a new maternal and neonatal
simulation lab, Paudel emphasized the need for
sustained efforts and nationwide expansion of such
training facilities. [The Kathmandu Post]

Nepal: Government pressures Meta to
register as social media regulation
deadline nears

Nepal is intensifying pressure on Meta Platforms—
parent company of Facebook, Instagram, and
WhatsApp—to register under new social media
regulations ahead of an April 20 deadline, with officials
warning that non-compliant platforms could face
operational restrictions. In response, Meta has
dispatched representatives from its Singapore office to
Kathmandu for high-level meetings with
Communications Minister Prithvi Subba Gurung.

The push follows the enactment of Nepal's “Directives
Relating to the Regulation for the Usage of Social
Media, 2023", which require platforms to register
locally, establish a point of contact, appoint a grievance
officer, and comply with local laws, including
obligations to assist with criminal investigations and
remove illegal content.

While platforms such as TikTok, Viber, and WeChat
have already complied, major services like Facebook,
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Messenger, Instagram, WhatsApp, and Threads remain
unregistered. Minister Gurung has stated that
companies refusing to register will be barred from
operating in Nepal, and a bill enforcing these directives
is now under parliamentary review.

The Asia Internet Coalition (AIC), which represents
Meta and other tech giants, has criticized Nepal's
regulatory framework as excessive and inconsistent
with global norms—particularly provisions requiring
content removal within 24 hours. Despite repeated
requests for consultation, Nepal has continued to issue
warnings with rolling compliance deadlines.

The regulatory push is also tied to revenue collection.
In fiscal year 2023-24, non-resident tech companies,
including Meta, paid NPR 410 million (USD 2.99 million)
in Nepal's 2 percent Digital Services Tax (DST). The
government sees registration as both a matter of
digital sovereignty and enforcement of national laws.
[The Kathmandu Post]

Nepal: Prime Minister Oli inaugurates
long-delayed six-lane highway project in
Bharatpur

(Im) Prime Minister KP Sharma Oli on April 18
inaugurated the six-lane road section of the East-West
Highway in Bharatpur, a major infrastructure project
that was completed 20 months behind schedule. The
6-kilometer stretch from Narayanghat Pulchowk to
Gondrang had originally been launched by Oli himself
during his previous term in office on January 30, 2021,
with an expected completion timeline of 27 months.

According to the Bharatpur Division Road Office, the
final construction was completed only by mid-January
2025. Officials attributed the delay to the COVID-19
pandemic and associated challenges. The project was
implemented at a cost of NPR 1.13 billion
(approximately USD 8.25 million), aiming to ease traffic
congestion and improve connectivity across the key
East-West corridor. [The Kathmandu Post]

Nepal: Foreign minister Deuba pledges
reform of Tatopani trade route to boost
cross-border commerce

(Im) Foreign Minister Arzu Rana Deuba has directed
government officials to improve the management of
the Tatopani border crossing in Sindhupalchok, a key
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trade route with China that contributes more than NPR
20 billion (approximately USD 146 million) in annual
revenue to Nepal's state coffers.

Deuba assured that the government would take steps
to improve the route’s efficiency, pledging upgrades to
critical infrastructure such as the Kathmandu-Kodari
highway and adjoining access roads. She also
consulted with local lawmakers and stakeholders to
coordinate efforts on long-term infrastructure
development and border management reform. [The
Kathmandu Post]

Nepal: Tensions persist in Birgunj despite
five-point agreement following communal
clashes

(Im) Birgunj has witnessed ongoing unrest following
violent clashes during a Hanuman Jayanti procession
on April 12, which left 41 people injured and caused
significant property damage. In response, authorities
imposed a curfew that lasted until midnight of April 14,
later replaced by a prohibitory order restricting public
gatherings across key areas of the city. The incident
prompted the arrest of 40 people on April 13 for
curfew violations and 85 more later that day, although
the majority were released shortly after.

To defuse tensions, an all-party meeting convened by
the Parsa District Administration produced a five-point
agreement. The pact pledged to uphold communal
harmony, initiate compensation for damages, ensure
free treatment for the injured, and prohibit the display
of weapons during religious or cultural events. It also
promised closer monitoring of religious institutions
and affiliated schools or madrasas.

Despite this agreement, demonstrations continued in
defiance of the prohibitory order, particularly as
protesters called for the release of two individuals
arrested in connection with the vandalism. Protesters
burned tires and staged sit-ins near key intersections
and the District Police Office. Police responded with
baton charges to disperse crowds.

Authorities maintain that the arrests were made in
accordance with the all-party agreement to uphold law
and order. Discussions with protest leaders are
ongoing, as tensions remain unresolved in parts of the
city.

The episode reflects a broader pattern of communal
tensions in Nepal's Tarai districts, where violence
during religious events has occurred in previous years,
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notably in Rautahat and Kapilvastu. [The Kathmandu
Post 1] [The Kathmandu Post 2] [The Kathmandu Post
3] [The Kathmandu Post 4]

Nepal: 55 fugitives arrested in Parsa
district within one month

(Im) Police in Parsa district have apprehended 55
fugitives over the past month as part of a targeted
campaign to enforce court verdicts and collect
outstanding fines. According to the District Police
Office, the arrests were made between March 14 and
April 13 by a special unit assigned to implement judicial
decisions. [The Kathmandu Post]

Pakistan: Coalition tensions escalate as
PPP threatens withdrawal over Indus
canals project

(Im) The Pakistan Peoples Party (PPP), a critical
member of Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif's ruling
coalition, has escalated its opposition to a
controversial federal plan to construct six new canals
on the Indus River, warning it may withdraw support
for the government if the project proceeds without
provincial consensus. The dispute has brought inter-
party tensions to the forefront, risking the stability of
the coalition government formed after the contentious
2024 general election.

PPP Chairman Bilawal Bhutto Zardari, speaking at a
rally in Hyderabad on April 18, labeled the project a
direct threat to Sindh's survival. He accused the
Pakistan Muslim League-Nawaz (PML-N)-led federal
government of ignoring Sindh's water concerns and
warned that the canal initiative could impose a “death
by thirst” on the province. He insisted that the PPP “will
not compromise on the Indus River,” even if regions
like Tharparkar and Cholistan stand to benefit. A
protest rally has been planned for April 25 in Sukkur to
intensify the party’'s opposition. [Arab News]

The controversy centers on the federal government's
broader plan to expand irrigation infrastructure across
all four provinces. However, the PPP argues that Sindh,
which already faces acute water shortages, will suffer
disproportionately under the plan. PPP leader Nadeem
Afzal Chan has called for a transparent audit of
Punjab's canal usage, claiming that regions like Mandi
Bahauddin are receiving less than 40 percent of their
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scheduled quota—raising concerns that further
diversions could exacerbate inequities.

The situation became more volatile as Bhutto Zardari
also denounced PML-N's overall agricultural and water
policy as anti-farmer, criticizing the rationale of
launching a massive irrigation initiative amid
nationwide water scarcity. These remarks carry
particular weight given PPP’s post-election influence:
while it underperformed in Punjab and Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa, the party was instrumental in electing
Shehbaz Sharif and currently holds the presidency and
key provincial posts. A withdrawal of support could
strip the ruling coalition of its parliamentary majority.

Efforts to defuse the crisis are underway. Adviser to
the Prime Minister Rana Sanaullah has held talks with
Sindh's Senior Minister Sharjeel Memon, affirming the
federal government'’s readiness to engage in dialogue.
Sanaullah stated that both Prime Minister Shehbaz
Sharif and his brother, former Prime Minister and PML-
N supremo Nawaz Sharif, had instructed him to
resolve the matter amicably, noting that the canals
project has not yet received formal approval from the
Executive Committee of the National Economic Council
(ECNEC). [The Express Tribune]

In parallel, the Indus River System Authority (IRSA) has
increased provincial water quotas by 16 percent
following improved river inflows. Punjab is now
receiving 64,800 cusecs and Sindh 45,000 cusecs,
though PPP critics argue this remains insufficient to
address deeper systemic imbalances. Memon
reiterated that Sindh's demands are rooted in the 1991
Water Accord, calling for water distribution in line with
its legally mandated entitlements. [Pakistan Today]

Meanwhile, the main opposition Pakistan Tehreek-e-
Insaf (PTI) of jailed ex-Prime Minister Imran Khan
accused both the PPP and PML-N of collusion and
opportunism. PTI Information Secretary Sheikh Waqgas
Akram denounced the PPP's posture as “hypocritical,”
alleging that it publicly opposes the project while
privately striking political bargains. He also linked the
issue to broader resource governance challenges,
pledging that PTI would block passage of the
controversial Balochistan Mines and Minerals Act 2025
unless transparent and inclusive consultations are
held. [The News International]

Pakistan: Government balances
crackdown on violence with support for
Palestinian cause
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(Im) Pakistan’s government is navigating a delicate
balance between allowing public protests in solidarity
with Palestine and ensuring the protection of foreign
businesses amid escalating unrest. Following a wave of
anti-U.S. and anti-Israel protests that turned violent
and led to attacks on KFC outlets across multiple cities,
the government has vowed a firm crackdown on the
perpetrators while allowing religious and political
groups to continue rallying public support for Gaza.

The unrest, sparked by anger over Israel's military
operations in Gaza, which have resulted in more than
51,000 Palestinian deaths since October 2023,
according to Palestinian health authorities, escalated
into violence targeting foreign businesses. Interior
Minister of State Tallal Chaudry confirmed the arrest of
142 individuals in Punjab and 15 in Islamabad after
violent protests damaged over 20 KFC locations,
resulting in the death of one employee. Emphasizing
that such actions would be treated as terrorism,
Chaudry asserted that foreign investors, across sectors
including food, infrastructure, and minerals, must be
protected from politically motivated vandalism. He
clarified that no political or religious parties supported
the attacks. [Arab News 1] [Arab News 2]

Punjab Information Minister Azma Bokhari also
condemned the violence, urging clerics and scholars to
oppose such actions. She highlighted that international
franchises like KFC provide jobs to over 25,000
Pakistanis and emphasized that these attacks harm the
country's economy and international standing without
benefiting the Palestinian cause. [Arab News 3]

In addition to addressing the violence, the government
is taking a stricter stance on the issue of Pakistani
journalists allegedly visiting Israel, which violates the
country's longstanding non-recognition policy. The
Pakistani passport explicitly prohibits travel to Israel,
and Chaudry confirmed that the government is
investigating how a 10-member delegation of
journalists and intellectuals reportedly entered Israel.
Travel bans and potential citizenship revocation are
under consideration for those involved. [Arab News 4]

The government's actions come as religious and
political groups, including Jamaat-e-Islami (JI) and
Jamiat Ulema-e-Islam F (JUI-F), continue to organize
public protests in support of Gaza. ]I held a large Gaza
Solidarity March on April 21, initially planned for
outside the U.S. Embassy in Islamabad but moved to
the Islamabad Expressway after authorities sealed off
the Red Zone. The march, which organizers described
as a “sea of people,” is part of a broader campaign of
mass protests in other cities, including Karachi and
Lahore. JI leaders reiterated their call for peaceful
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protest and demanded the government not block
access routes, while also announcing a nationwide
strike on April 22 to protest U.S. support for Israel.
[Arab News 5] [Arab News 6]

JUI-F has planned a large rally in Lahore on April 27,
further consolidating the religious-political unity
behind the Palestinian cause. [Arab News 7]

Pakistan: Government extends detention
of Dr. Mahrang Baloch amid growing
Baloch protests

(sn/Im) Pakistan has extended the detention of Dr.
Mahrang Baloch, a prominent rights activist for the
Baloch ethnic group, for another 30 days following her
arrest in March 2025. Baloch, charged with “terrorism,”
“sedition,” and “murder,” had participated in a sit-in
protest demanding the release of detained members
of the Baloch Yakjehti Committee (BYC).

Following her detention, Baloch's supporters, including
the Balochistan National Party-Mengal (BNP-M),
organized a 20-day sit-in to protest her arrest, which
was called off on April 20. BNP-M chief Sardar Akhtar
Mengal announced that the party would continue its
peaceful struggle through a public outreach campaign,
starting with rallies in Mastung and Kalat. [DAWN 1]

Baloch's detention was initially set for 30 days, but
authorities extended it under the Maintenance of
Public Order Ordinance. The Balochistan provincial
government has accused the BNP-M of ties to
separatist factions, particularly the Baloch Liberation
Army (BLA), though the BNP-M and BYC deny these
allegations, asserting that their movement is peaceful.
[DAWN 2] [Arab News]

This development is part of escalating tensions
between the provincial government and Baloch rights
activists, who have long accused the Pakistani state of
extrajudicial killings, enforced disappearances, and
economic exploitation in Balochistan, Pakistan’s
poorest province. The Pakistani state has consistently
denied these claims, while the Baloch movement
maintains that the government’s actions are politically
motivated.

Pakistan: Member of Ahmadi community
killed in mob attack on place of worship in
Karachi
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(Im) A member of Pakistan's Ahmadi community was
killed on April 18 during a mob attack on a place of
worship in Karachi, in a violent incident underscoring
the ongoing persecution faced by the religious
minority. According to police and community
representatives, the mob, reportedly comprising 100
to 200 individuals, assaulted the site and fatally beat a
47-year-old man with bricks and sticks.

Authorities confirmed the killing and stated that the
crowd was eventually dispersed, enabling the rescue of
15 people trapped inside the building. A spokesperson
for the Ahmadi community, however, reported that
approximately 30 individuals had been confined in the
premises during the attack.

The Ahmadiyya community in Pakistan faces systemic
discrimination and violence, and is legally barred from
referring to itself as Muslim or using Islamic symbols.
Pakistani law further prevents Ahmadis from voting in
general elections unless they renounce their faith. The
community remains a frequent target of religiously
motivated attacks, despite long-standing concerns
raised by international human rights groups. [Arab
News]

Pakistan: Prime Minister urges global
investors to seize mineral sector
opportunities amid major trade expo

(Im) Pakistani Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif has called
on international investors and friendly nations to
capitalize on Pakistan’s vast mineral wealth,
particularly in copper and gold, by initiating joint
ventures in the country’s mining sector. His remarks
came during the Health, Engineering and Minerals
Show (HEMS), a major three-day international trade
exhibition held in Lahore that featured 860 foreign
delegates and representatives from across Asia, Africa,
Europe, and the Americas.

Sharif emphasized the significance of Pakistan's
mineral potential, citing the Reko Diq copper-gold mine
in Balochistan as one of the largest underdeveloped
porphyry mineral zones in the world. With an
estimated 5.9 billion tons of ore, the mine is expected
to contribute substantially to Pakistan’s economic
recovery, particularly under the development
partnership with Barrick Gold, which holds a 50
percent stake.

In addition to showcasing high-tech innovations in
agriculture, health, and engineering—including
pharmaceuticals, agricultural machinery, and surgical
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instruments—the event also saw the signing of several
bilateral agreements and memoranda of
understanding. The initiative builds on the momentum
from a recent minerals summit that drew international
interest in Pakistan's natural resource sectors.

Highlighting Pakistan's demographic advantage, Sharif
pointed out that over 60 percent of the population
comprises youth. He stressed the importance of
equipping them with skills in information technology
and artificial intelligence to transform them into
drivers of national economic growth. He also credited
his administration’s trade policies with increasing
exports and reducing dependency on imports,
reinforcing his message that Pakistan is open for
investment and innovation. [Arab News]

Pakistan: Prime minister launches tax
authority reform system amid IMF reform
agenda

(Im) Pakistan's Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif
inaugurated a new performance management system
for the Federal Board of Revenue (FBR) on April 18 as
part of efforts to enhance efficiency and boost
domestic revenue collection, a central requirement
under the country's ongoing USD 7 billion reform
program with the International Monetary Fund (IMF).

Speaking at the launch event in Islamabad, Sharif
emphasized that strengthening the FBR is vital if
Pakistan intends to reduce its reliance on external
loans. He urged tax officials to plug systemic loopholes
and increase transparency, stressing that Pakistan
must expand its tax base to regain fiscal
independence.

The new performance system will evaluate FBR officers
using defined metrics, marking a shift toward a data-
driven and accountability-based model. According to
officials, data integration with the National Database
Registration Authority (NADRA) and banks will help
track payments and asset acquisitions, aligning
Pakistan's tax practices with international standards.

Sharif was also briefed on broader digital
transformation efforts at the FBR, including simplified
tax return forms, the addition of over 35 new
companies to the tax net, and preparations for the
national rollout of a digital invoicing platform.

While acknowledging a 27 percent increase in tax
revenue over the past year, the prime minister noted
that the country’s tax-to-GDP ratio remains among the
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lowest in the region. He said the new system would
serve as a model for other state institutions and
expressed hope that the FBR's ongoing reforms would
help steer Pakistan out of its debt crisis and restore
investor confidence. [Arab News]

Pakistan: Privatization board reviews
options for Roosevelt Hotel sale under
IMF-backed reforms

(Im) Pakistan's Privatization Commission has reviewed
transaction structures for the potential sale of the
Roosevelt Hotel in New York, a longstanding overseas
asset of Pakistan International Airlines (PIA), as part of
broader efforts to divest loss-making state-owned
enterprises under reforms supported by the
International Monetary Fund (IMF). Located in midtown
Manhattan, the 19-story hotel has remained closed
since 2020 and is owned by the Roosevelt Hotel
Corporation, a PIA subsidiary.

The board met with its financial adviser, a consortium
led by Jones Lang LaSalle Americas Inc. (JLL), and
finalized recommendations to be presented to the
Cabinet Committee on Privatization. While specific
transaction details have not been disclosed, the hotel
is one of several assets identified in the first phase of
the privatization roadmap, which also includes the sale
of PIA and Zarai Taragiati Bank Limited (ZTBL). The
government aims to complete these divestments
within a year.

The move forms part of Pakistan’s structural reform
commitments under a USD 7 billion loan agreement
with the IMF. Entities like PIA, long plagued by debt and
mismanagement, are central to these efforts. The
Roosevelt Hotel was temporarily used to house asylum
seekers under a New York City agreement, but it
remains a financial liability for PIA. Meanwhile, the
government plans to sell a 51 to 100 percent stake in
PIA and is expected to invite expressions of interest
later this month. [Arab News]

Pakistan: Prime minister pledges support
for Punjab’s wheat export plans amid
falling farm prices

(Im) Pakistan's Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif has
assured the Punjab provincial government of full
federal support for exporting surplus wheat and wheat
products, following the announcement of a PKR 15
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billion (USD 53.5 million) relief package aimed at
stabilizing prices and assisting farmers during the
harvest season.

Unveiled earlier this week, the Punjab wheat support
package comes as farmers across the province protest
falling wheat prices and rising input costs. The
program will provide direct financial aid to 550,000
wheat farmers via the Kisan Card scheme. In parallel,
the Bank of Punjab is expected to extend financing to
private actors to build or renovate grain storage
facilities.

Traders and agricultural stakeholders have increasingly
advocated for the resumption of wheat exports,
suspended since the 2019-2020 cycle due to domestic
food security concerns. The government's past
decision to import large volumes of wheat—resulting

in local market saturation—sparked widespread
discontent among growers, who claim their economic
interests have been neglected.

The federal government has historically prioritized
supply security over open-market pricing, but current
pressures are prompting a shift toward more market-
responsive measures. The push to allow exports is
seen as part of this recalibration, aiming to lift prices
while safeguarding domestic stocks.

Agriculture remains Pakistan's largest economic sector,
contributing around 24 percent of the gross domestic
product and employing nearly half the country's labor
force, according to the Pakistan Bureau of Statistics.
Wheat, a staple crop, is planted in December and
harvested from March to early June, with Punjab
producing the lion's share of the national output. [Arab
News]

Pakistan: Over 151,000 workers deployed
to Gulif in early 2025 as remittances reach
new high

(Im) In the first quarter of 2025, Pakistan sent 151,120
workers to Gulf countries, with Saudi Arabia emerging
as the top destination, receiving nearly 122,000
Pakistani laborers, according to data released by the
Bureau of Emigration and Overseas Employment. The
total number of Pakistani workers sent abroad during
this period reached 172,144, reflecting Islamabad's
ongoing effort to expand overseas employment
opportunities and strengthen foreign remittance
inflows.
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The United Arab Emirates received 6,891 Pakistani
workers, followed by Qatar with 12,989, Oman with
8,331, and Bahrain with 939. These five Gulf countries
continue to serve as major destinations for both skilled
and unskilled Pakistani labor, offering improved
economic prospects amid Pakistan’s ongoing
macroeconomic challenges.

Beyond the Gulf, smaller numbers of workers were
sent to non-traditional markets, including the United
Kingdom (1,454), Turkiye (870), Greece (815), Malaysia
(775), China (592), Azerbaijan (350), Germany (264), the
United States (257), Italy (109), and Japan (108).

These efforts are already showing financial returns.
Pakistan recorded a historic USD 4.1 billion in
remittances in March 2025, the highest ever in a single
month, with Saudi Arabia contributing the largest
share. The government, targeting 3 percent GDP
growth in 2025, views labor exports and remittances as
essential tools for addressing unemployment and
boosting foreign exchange reserves. [Arab News]

Pakistan: Violence remains problematic in
Balochistan

(sn) Pakistan continues to battle rising insurgency in
Balochistan, with an improvised explosive device (IED)
killing three police officers and injuring roughly 20
others. The IED targeted a bus carrying roughly 40
police officers, causing a blast near the provincial
capital of Quetta.

The responsible party has been identified, and an
immediate investigation was launched by officials.
Through 2025, more than 200 people, predominantly
security personnel, have been killed by armed groups
in the Balochistan and Khyber Pakhtunkhwa provinces
alone. In response to the attack, Prime Minister
Shehbaz Sharif and Prime Minister Asif Ali Zardari
reiterated the nation’s effort to eradicate militancy
from the nation. [DAWN 1]

In a separate incident, the Counter-Terrorism
Department (CTD) killed five militants while conducting
an operation in the Duki district. The CTD stated that
the militants belonged to a “banned organization,” and
had previously carried out attacks on Balochistan’s coal
mines. [DAWN 2]

Balochistan has witnessed a decades-long battle with
insurgency fueled by outrage over the accused
resources exploitation by the government. Balochistan
is Pakistan’s largest province in area, with its rich


https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-sddhhjk-l-yhl/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-sddhhjk-l-yhr/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-sddhhjk-l-yhy/

natural resources continuing to strain the relationship
between the government and separatist groups.

Pakistan: Prime Minister launches second
national polio vaccination drive of 2025

(Im/sn) Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif inaugurated
Pakistan's second nationwide anti-polio vaccination
campaign of 2025 on April 20, reaffirming the
government's commitment to eradicating the
debilitating disease despite ongoing security threats.
The campaign, running from April 21 to 27, targets
more than 45 million children under the age of five and
forms part of a broader national strategy to eliminate
poliovirus by intensifying immunization efforts through
at least three nationwide campaigns in the first half of
the year. [Arab News 1]

The polio program in Pakistan, operational since 1994,
has long been hindered by misinformation, religious
opposition, and targeted violence. So far in 2025,
Pakistan has reported six cases of poliovirus. In 2024,
the country recorded 74 cases, making it—alongside
Afghanistan—one of only two countries in the world
where polio remains endemic.

The renewed campaign comes as Pakistan grapples
with both operational and security challenges. On the
eve of the immunization drive, two polio workers were
abducted in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa’s Dera Ismail Khan
district. The kidnapping occurred while the workers
were returning from a local health facility, and their
whereabouts remain unknown. Security forces have
launched search operations, but the incident
underscores the heightened risk faced by vaccination
staff—especially in militancy-prone regions. [Arab
News 2]

Pakistan: Security forces kill ten militants
in Punjab

(sn) Security forces in the Punjab province killed over
ten militants during an intelligence-based operation, as
Punjab Police coordinated the effort with the Counter
Terrorism Department (CTD). Two separate operations
were conducted, with the first occurring in Makarwal,
killing ten militants, with an additional individual killed
in South Waziristan.

Several militants fled the scene, while one resident was
also injured during the exchange. In addition, heavy
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machinery, including a rocket launcher, was recovered
from the scene, as well as several motorcycles. [DAWN]

Pakistan: Army Kkills 22 militants in
ongoing operations against insurgency in
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa

(sn) The Pakistan Army has intensified operations in
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa (KP) to combat insurgency, with
22 militants killed in separate engagements. On April
20-21, 2025, six militants were killed in intelligence-
based operations, including a ringleader, who was
involved in multiple terrorist activities. The army also
targeted militants in North and South Waziristan,
resulting in five more deaths. [Arab News] [ISPR 1]
[ISPR 2]

In a separate operation in Dera Ismail Khan, security
forces killed four militants who were wanted for
extortion, kidnapping, and murder, while recovering
explosives and weaponry. Another operation in KP's
Swat District led to the death of four more militants
following an exchange of fire. [DAWN]

These operations reflect the ongoing struggle against
militancy in the region, which has escalated since the
Tehreek-e-Taliban Pakistan (TTP) revoked a ceasefire
with the government in late 2022. Militants continue to
operate in the region, often with support from safe
havens in Afghanistan. Pakistan faces growing
challenges, including rising border tensions with
Afghanistan, and the worsening security situation in
KP, as evidenced by 206 deaths from militancy in
March 2025.

Seychelles: Electoral Commission receives
application to register new political party

(Im) The Electoral Commission of Seychelles has
confirmed receipt of an application to register a new
political party under the name Seychelles National
People’s Movement. The review process will determine
whether the new party fulfills the legal criteria required
for formal registration. [Seychelles Nation]

Sri Lanka: President denies blocking
opposition-run local councils
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(Im) Sri Lankan President Anura Kumara Dissanayake
has denied allegations that the central government
would withhold funds from local councils controlled by
opposition parties. Speaking at a campaign eventin
Nuwara Eliya, the President clarified that his comments
were misrepresented and that his government aims
only to prevent the misuse and looting of public funds.
He stated that any local body, regardless of political
control, would be denied funding only if it engaged in
financial mismanagement. [Daily Mirror 1] [Daily Mirror
2]

The clarification comes amid mounting criticism from
opposition figures and a growing number of
complaints related to the ongoing local government
election campaign. Samagi Jana Balawegaya (S)B)
Member of Parliament Rohini Kaviratne filed a
complaint with the Election Commission over a leaflet
distributed by the ruling National People’s Power (NPP)
alliance. The leaflet allegedly implied that only NPP-
controlled local bodies would receive funds from the
central government. Kaviratne argued that such
messaging undermines democratic principles and
violates constitutional provisions that govern the
funding of local bodies.

Meanwhile, llankai Tamil Arasu Kachchi (ITAK) General
Secretary M.A. Sumanthiran accused the President of
offering "bribes to voters" by linking funding to support
for the NPP. He characterized such remarks as
electoral misconduct and warned of their
undemocratic implications. [Daily Mirror 3]

These developments come as the Election Commission
reported over 1,500 complaints related to the local
government polls between March 20 and April 17,
including nine incidents of violence. Most complaints
involve legal violations reported to both national and
district-level election complaint centers. [Daily Mirror
4]

Sri Lanka: Wickremesinghe predicts ruling
party's defeat in local elections, highlights
economic concerns

(Im) Former President Ranil Wickremesinghe has
stated that the ruling National People's Power (NPP) is
unlikely to secure a majority in this year's local
government elections. He predicted that no party
would gain a clear majority in many local bodies,
suggesting that opposition parties could win control in
some areas if they cooperate. Wickremesinghe urged
the opposition, including the Samagi Jana Balawegaya,
to unite for potential gains in local governance.
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Additionally, Wickremesinghe criticized the current
government's handling of anti-corruption legislation,
claiming that the foundation for the Proceeds of
Crimes Bill was laid during his administration. He also
pointed out the government's delays in enacting the
legislation, which was critical for securing IMF funding.
Furthermore, Wickremesinghe expressed concerns
over Sri Lanka's weakening economy, citing projections
from the Asian Development Bank (ADB) that forecast
a decline in economic growth from 3.9 percent in 2025
to 3.4 percent in 2026. He called on the government to
address the economic challenges transparently. [Daily
Mirror]

Sri Lanka: Postal ballot distribution
nearing completion for May local
elections

(db) Against the backdrop of the local government
elections slated for May 6, 2025, Postmaster General
Ruwan Sathkumara stated on April 17, 2025, that
significant progress has been made in the distribution
of postal ballots, with 92% of them having already
been dispatched to eligible voters.

To ensure the smooth and efficient delivery of the
remaining voting documents, the Postal Department
designated April 27, 2025, as a special distribution day.
The Postmaster General asked Sri Lankan citizens to
minimize their travel and stay at their residences as
much as possible on that Sunday to facilitate the postal
clerks’ work.

Also on April 17, Pradeep Pushpa Kumara, the Director
of the Government Printing Office, stated that the
printing of all ballot papers was on track to be finished
by April 20. Following the completion of the printing
process, these official ballots will be delivered to the
Election Commission for the subsequent stages of
distribution to polling stations across Sri Lanka. [Daily
News]

Sri Lanka: Investigation into Easter
Sunday attacks continues amid growing
calls for accountability

(Im) As Sri Lanka marked the sixth anniversary of the
2019 Easter Sunday bombings, the investigation into
the tragedy continues amidst mounting public
pressure. The anniversary has spurred intensified calls
for accountability from the Catholic Church, civil
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society groups, and religious leaders, urging the
government to uncover all perpetrators and enablers
behind the attacks.

In response to these growing demands, President
Anura Kumara Dissanayake announced that his
government is committed to conducting an
independent investigation into the attacks, marking a
significant shift from previous administrations. He
pointed out that for the past five and a half years,
efforts were made to cover up the attacks rather than
investigate them, with the previous cabinet failing to
act on the findings of the Presidential Commission of
Inquiry. Dissanayake emphasized that his government,
now in power for six months, is dedicated to
uncovering the truth and providing justice to the
victims. He assured that the Criminal Investigation
Department (CID) is actively pursuing investigations
and that the government has cleared the way for
independent probes. [NewsFirst]

To further this commitment, the police have formed a
four-member committee to review the 67,000-page
final report submitted by the Presidential Commission
of Inquiry. This report, handed over to the CID on April
20, 2025, aims to uncover additional facts and hold
those responsible accountable. While many individuals
involved remain unidentified, new investigations will
be launched based on the findings of the report. [Daily
Mirror 1]

Amid these developments, Health and Mass Media
Minister Dr. Nalinda Jayatissa has criticized former
government members for expressing concerns about
the pace of the inquiry. He stressed that the current
government had uncovered evidence suggesting
attempts to suppress the case over the past five and a
half years. On the other hand, Bodu Bala Sena (BBS)
General Secretary Galagoda Aththe Gnanasara Thera
has called for national unity to combat extremism and
criticized the government for not taking more decisive
action. [Daily Mirror 2] [Daily Mirror 3]

The Catholic Bishops' Conference of Sri Lanka, in its
Easter message, reiterated the urgency of identifying
those responsible for the suicide bombings that killed
and injured hundreds in churches and hotels. While
the bishops welcomed the government's steps toward
an independent inquiry, they emphasized that true
justice required revealing all individuals who "aided
and abetted" the attacks.

Civil society groups, including the Centre for Society
and Religion (CSR), also submitted a 13-page dossier to
security authorities. This dossier highlighted
unresolved leads, including the role of Abdul Latheef
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Mohamed Jameel, who detonated himself at the wrong
location, and potential links between Zaharan Hashim,
the mastermind behind the attacks, and individuals
such as former State Minister Sivanesathurai
Chandrakanthan, known as Pilleyan. Activists also
raised concerns about early warnings that were
allegedly ignored by authorities [Daily Mirror 4] [Daily
Mirror 5]

Responding to the growing speculation, former MP
Udaya Gammanpila, acting as Pilleyan’s legal counsel,
dismissed claims linking him to the Easter attacks. He
emphasized that Pilleyan was incarcerated from 2015
to 2020 and thus could not have participated.
Gammanpila described the accusations as politically
motivated and lacking evidence, further criticizing the
state for pursuing those who fought the Liberation
Tigers of Tamil Eelam (LTTE), while others who once
supported the group now hold public office or lead
NGOs.

According to Gammanpila, Pilleyan was emotional
during their recent conversation, expressing
frustration over the allegations. He also cast doubt on
President Anura Kumara Dissanayake’s promise to
release new findings on the attacks by April 21,
suggesting the president may have been misled by law
enforcement. [Daily Mirror 6]

Sri Lanka: Former IGP Deshabandu
Tennakoon ordered to appear before
Matara magistrate’s court

(Im) Matara Magistrate Aruna Indrajith Buddhadasa
has issued a summons for former IGP Deshabandu
Tennakoon to appear in court on April 25 in connection
with allegations that he violated court orders after
being granted bail on April 10. The Criminal
Investigation Department (CID) informed the court that
Tennakoon breached his bail conditions when
departing the court premises. [Daily Mirror]

Sri Lanka: Public Security Minister denies
meeting Nissanka Senadhipathi, seeks
probe into ‘fake news’

Sri Lanka's Public Security Minister Ananda Wijepala
has denied reports circulating on social media claiming
he met with Nissanka Senadhipathi, a retired Major
from the Sri Lanka Army's Commando Regiment, at the
ministry. In a letter to Acting Inspector General of
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Police Priyantha Weerasuriya, the minister's office
asserted that neither the minister nor his
representatives had met Senadhipathi and described
the claims as false.

Calling the reports “fake news,” the minister has
requested an investigation and legal action against
those spreading the information.

Senadhipathi has been a controversial figure in Sri
Lanka. Nissanka Senadhipathi is . After his military
service, he founded Avant Garde Security Services in
1996, which later expanded into Avant Garde Maritime
Services (AGMS) in 2011, focusing on maritime security
operations. AGMS became notable for its involvement
in counter-piracy operations in international waters.

In 2016, he was named in the Panama Papers leak,
which revealed his association with offshore
companies. He faced legal challenges, including
charges related to the operation of a floating armory;
however, in July 2021, he and former Rakna Lanka
Chairman Palitha Fernando were acquitted by the
Colombo High Court. [Daily Mirror]

Sri Lanka: Court issues restraining order
against leftist politician over defamation
complaint

(Im) A Colombo court has issued a conditional
restraining order against Indrananda de Silva, a former
provincial councilor and Central Committee member of
the Frontline Socialist Party, in response to a complaint
by Retired Major General Ashoka Thoradeniya. The
order, effective until April 30, prohibits de Silva from
making or circulating allegedly false and defamatory
statements about Thoradeniya through any media
platform.

The complaint was filed under Section 24 of the Online
Safety Act No. 9 of 2024, and accuses de Silva of
spreading hateful content through both traditional and
social media. The court issued the order after
reviewing submissions from President’s Counsel Sanjay
Rajaratnam and Counsel Sudath Jayasundara on behalf
of the complainant. A follow-up hearing is scheduled
for April 30. [Daily Mirror]

Sri Lanka: Private Member’s Bill to repeal
Online Safety Act gazetted
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(Im) A Private Member's Bill seeking to repeal Sri
Lanka’s Online Safety Act No. 9 of 2024 has been
officially gazetted, marking a step toward potential
legislative reversal of the controversial law. The bill,
introduced by MP Ravi Karunanayake, is titled the
Online Safety (Repeal) Act, 2025.

If enacted, the bill would annul both the principal Act
and all associated regulations from the date of its
enforcement. The Online Safety Act, introduced in
2024, has drawn criticism from rights advocates and
political opposition over concerns regarding digital
rights and freedom of expression. The gazetting of this
repeal initiative brings the issue back into
parliamentary debate. [Daily Mirror]

Sri Lanka: Quazi judge arrested for
accepting LKR 200,000 bribe

(Im) A Quazi judge has been arrested in Kandy for
allegedly accepting an LKR 200,000 (USD 662) bribe
from a businessman in exchange for expediting a
divorce case verdict. The judge reportedly agreed to
provide a copy of the verdict and divorce certificate in
return. [Daily Mirror]

Sri Lanka: Health officials criticized over
inaction as Chikungunya cases surge

(Im) Public health officials in Sri Lanka are facing
mounting criticism for failing to respond adequately to
a surge in Chikungunya cases, despite the disease
being spread by the same Aedes mosquito species
responsible for dengue. The Public Health Inspectors'
(PHI) Union accused health authorities of not issuing
any specific guidelines to contain the outbreak,
creating confusion among field officers already
equipped with tools and experience for dengue
control.

PHI Union Head Upul Rohana expressed concern over
the absence of accurate data, as Chikungunya is not
classified as a notifiable disease. While dengue
infections appear to be declining, Chikungunya is
reportedly spreading in several regions without
centralized monitoring or coordinated response. [Daily
Mirror]
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Sri Lanka: Government to expand welfare
program, boost public sector, address
Northern Province needs

(db) On April 17, President Anura Kumara Dissanayake
announced that his administration will expand the
Aswesuma welfare program, benefiting an additional
400,000 families starting in June 2025. This expansion
is part of the government's broader efforts to improve
public welfare, which also includes raising allowances
for civil servants and enhancing the welfare program.
The President highlighted recent economic gains, such
as Sri Lanka'’s foreign exchange reserves reaching a
five-to-six-year high, the stabilization of the Sri Lankan
rupee, and reductions in gasoline and energy prices.

In his address, President Dissanayake also outlined
additional measures to support students. The
government plans to provide school uniforms and
financial aid for footwear to students in schools with
fewer than 300 pupils. Furthermore, LKR 6,000
(approximately USD 20) will be allocated to 1.6 million
children to make schoolbooks more affordable.

Regarding the public sector, the President revealed
plans to recruit 30,000 new employees, focusing on
merit-based selection and eliminating political
influence. He specifically addressed the shortage of
Tamil-speaking personnel in law enforcement,
announcing the hiring of 2,000 new Tamil-speaking
police officers and encouraging Tamil-speaking parents
to guide their children toward careers in public service.

The President also acknowledged the challenges faced
by the Northern Province after the civil war,
particularly regarding wartime land acquisitions and
road closures. To address these issues, LKR 1.5 million
(approximately USD 5,034) will be allocated for road
construction, along with funding for coconut
cultivation in the region. Additionally, Dissanayake
mentioned ongoing negotiations with the Indian
government to establish a ferry service connecting
Mannar and Rameswaram. [Ada Derana] [Daily Mirror]

Sri Lanka: Locally produced milk and
yogurt exempted from VAT under new
amendment

(Im) Sri Lanka has exempted locally produced liquid
milk and yogurt from Value Added Tax (VAT) following
the enactment of the Value Added Tax Amendment
Bill, which was passed on April 9 and came into effect
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on April 11. The exemption applies to milk products
with at least 50 percent fresh milk content.

The amendment also exempts naphtha supplied by
the Ceylon Petroleum Corporation to the Ceylon
Electricity Board for electricity generation. However,
the revised law introduces VAT on digital services
provided by non-resident entities to Sri Lankan
consumers via online platforms, effective October 1.
Additionally, all individuals or businesses engaged in
commercial import or export must now register under
the amended VAT system. [Daily Mirror]

Sri Lanka: Postal union warns of major
revenue losses due to GovPay system

(Im) Sri Lanka's Postal Trade Unions Front (UPTUF) has
raised concerns over the government's shift to the
GovPay online system for traffic fine payments,
claiming it has led to major revenue losses for the
Postal Department. The UPTUF says the move has
eliminated income previously generated through fine
payments made at post offices, amounting to an
estimated annual loss of between LKR 600 million and
LKR 800 million (approximately USD 2.04 million to
USD 2.72 million).

Union co-convener Chinthaka Bandara noted that the
Postal Department had earlier developed an SMS
notification system to support traffic fine collections,
but it was never implemented due to lack of
cooperation from the police. While supporting digital
innovation, Bandara argued that technological
transitions should not undermine the financial stability
of government institutions. He urged the government
to integrate the Postal Department into digital
payment services and emphasized that the ongoing
GovPay pilot still offers an opportunity for revision.
[Daily Mirror]

Sri Lanka: Police recover 50 rounds of live
ammunition in Athurugiriya raid

(Im) Police in Athurugiriya have recovered 50 rounds of
live T56 ammunition and sharp weapons following a
raid based on a tip-off, authorities confirmed on April
18. A 25-year-old suspect from Athurugiriya was
initially arrested on April 12 after being found in
possession of 11 grams and 1,000 milligrams of crystal
methamphetamine (ICE).
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The suspect was later detained under a detention
order, and during further interrogation, led
investigators to the cache of ammunition and weapons
on April 17. Police say further investigations are
ongoing. [Daily Mirror]

Sri Lanka: Six suspects remanded over
heroin and meth smuggling via fishing
vessel

(Im) Six individuals have been remanded until April 30
in connection with the smuggling of 78 kilograms of
heroin and 43 kilograms of crystal methamphetamine
(“Ice") into Sri Lanka using a multi-day fishing vessel.
The suspects were apprehended on April 13 following
a joint operation between the Sri Lanka Navy and the
Police Narcotics Bureau (PNB).

The PNB informed the court that the operation was
orchestrated with the involvement of a foreign
trafficker and backed by a well-known local drug
kingpin, Sepala Malwee. Authorities also revealed that
the lead suspect had received LKR 3.5 million
(approximately USD 11,900) as an advance payment
for the trafficking operation. [Daily Mirror]
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Brunei: Business sentiment remains
stable in February 2025
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(ga) Brunei's Business Sentiment Index (BSI) for
February 2025 remained stable at 50.1, reflecting
continued moderate optimism among businesses. The
BSl is a monthly indicator developed to gauge business
confidence in the domestic economy, where a score
above 50 signals anticipated improvement, 50 denotes
stability, and below 50 indicates expected
deterioration.

According to the Department of Economic Planning
and Statistics (DEPS), the index showed that overall
sentiment on current and future business conditions
was steady, like January 2025.

The investment sub-index stood at 50.3, indicating
planned investment in machinery and technology
upgrades. The employment index also remained
unchanged at 50.2, suggesting businesses were
maintaining workforce levels.

Sectoral analysis revealed mixed expectations. The oil
and gas downstream and hotels sectors reported
optimism driven by demand and upcoming public
holidays, respectively. In contrast, sectors such as
transportation and communication, and health and
education projected slight pessimism due to reduced
activities and holidays. The real estate and
construction sector remained cautious due to project
delays.

The BSI is a monthly index based on responses from
over 700 businesses and provides an early snapshot of
private sector economic conditions. [Brunei
Darussalam Central Bank]

Brunei: Economy projected to grow 2.6
percent for in 2025 and 2026

(ga) Brunei's economy is projected to grow by 2.6
percent in both 2025 and 2026, according to the
ASEAN+3 Macroeconomic Research Office (AMRO). This
follows a strong economic performance in 2024, where
real GDP expanded by 4.2 percent, its highest rate of
growth in decades.

The increase was supported by the recovery of the
upstream oil and gas sector, driven by early production
from new oil wells that began operating in October
2023, and the completion of major post-pandemic
rejuvenation works. Growth in the non-oil and gas
sector was attributed to downstream industrial
activities and a continued rise in service sector output.
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AMRO noted that achieving a diversified and inclusive
economic structure remains a long-term challenge.
Brunei has identified five priority areas for
development: downstream oil and gas, food, tourism,
information and communications technology, and
services. [Xinhua]

Cambodia: 220,000 new voters in 2025
estimated

(dqgl) The National Election Committee (NEC) projects
that 220,553 new voters will register for the 2025 voter
list update, with registration across 24,231 polling
stations. The total eligible voter population is
11,229,049.

As part of the annual update, 55,904 names will be
removed. Starting in 2025, individuals who registered
over ten years ago must update their ID photos and
fingerprints to improve voter data security.

The NEC published the 2024 voter list on April 20. The
official list includes 9,992,421 citizens, 5,304,855 of
whom are women. Voter registration runs from May 1
to May 26, 2025. The preliminary updated list will be
released on June 28, with the official list announced on
July 31, 2025. [Khmer Times]

Cambodia: Prime Minister backs
reinstating fishing gear laws to combat
illegal fishing, protect small-scale
fishermen

(dqgl) Prime Minister Hun Manet has announced the re-
enactment of fishing gear laws to curb illegal fishing
and protect the livelihoods of small-scale fishermen.
He made the announcement during the inauguration
of RMA (Cambodia) Plc's new Ford production line and
sub-assembly plant in Pursat province, explaining that
the law may be reviewed when parliament reconvenes,
particularly regarding net length regulations.

Under the old law, only 50-metre nets were allowed.
The proposed legislation could increase this limit by
three to four times, depending on mesh size and
technical standards. Hun Manet stressed the need to
clearly distinguish between traditional fishermen and
large-scale commercial operators. He urged that
commercial fishers be required to register, comply
with regulations, and specify their fishing areas, noting
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that ordinary fishermen cannot afford kilometer-long
nets.

The prime minister also emphasized the importance of
regulating fishing practices to ensure sustainability and
prevent illegal activities, such as the use of fine-mesh
nets. He praised Pursat province's efforts in preserving
natural resources, reducing deforestation, and tackling
fishing-related crimes. [Khmer Times]

Cambodia: Police deny allegations of
neglect in rape complaint

(dgl) The Phnom Penh Municipal Police have denied
allegations that a couple attempted suicide after
officers refused to accept a rape complaint, calling the
reports false and damaging to the reputation of law
enforcement.

This followed widespread online claims that the couple
jumped from the Cambodian-Japanese Friendship
Bridge after police negligence.

According to police, on April 17, Som Chakriya, 31,
arrived at the Srah Chak Communal Administrative
Post with relatives to report a rape that occurred the
previous day. While officers were initiating the
complaint process, Chakriya abruptly left before it
could be completed. Efforts by officers and family
members to bring her back were unsuccessful.

Upon returning home, Chakriya told her husband,
Morn Mean, that police had rejected her complaint,
leading the couple to attempt suicide. Authorities
clarified that the officers had begun processing the
case and are continuing efforts to identify the suspect.
Mean later admitted his wife left the station out of
frustration over delays and apologized to the Srah
Chak police for their statements, acknowledging the
harm caused to the officers' reputations. [Khmer
Times]

Cambodia: Export target of 160 tons for
organic palm sugar in 2025 set

(dgl) Cambodia aims to export at least 160 tons of
organic palm sugar in 2025, with demand projected at
162 tons, according to Sam Saroeun, President of the
Kampong Speu Palm Sugar Promotion Association
(KSPSPA). To meet this goal, the association has set
production quotas and conducts regular inspections to
ensure compliance with organic standards.
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Produced without chemicals on hilly land, Kampong
Speu palm sugar is recognized for its quality and
exported primarily to European markets. Only
association members are permitted to produce it,
ensuring consistency and traceability. The product is
available in four forms—raw sugar, tablets, powdered,
and liquid—each with defined shelf lives: one year for
raw and tablet forms, and three years for powdered
and liquid versions. [Khmer Times]

The KSPSPA is a community-based organization
dedicated to supporting and regulating the production
of Kampong Speu palm sugar, a geographically
indicated (GI) product known for its high quality and
traditional, organic production methods.

Indonesia: President Prabowo under
pressure to assert control under Jokowi’s
enduring influence

(th) President Prabowo Subianto is under pressure to
assert his leadership as concerns grow over former
President Joko “Jokowi” Widodo's continued influence.

Prabowo's cabinet loyalty is questioned after ministers
allied with Jokowi visited the former president. Two
ministers even referred to Jokowi as their “boss” during
an Idul Fitri event. These visits occurred while Prabowo
was on a tour to the Middle East, fuelling rumours of a
cabinet reshuffle.

While Ahmad Muzani, secretary-general of Gerindra,
the party led by Prabowo, called the visits a tradition,
analysts suggest they highlight Jokowi's enduring
power. Nicky Fahrizal, an analyst from the Centre of
Strategic and International Studies notes that Jokowi's
network remain active. The visits followed Prabowo’s
meeting with Megawati Soekarnoputri, who is the
chairwoman of the de facto opposition Indonesian
Democratic Party of Struggle (PDI-P) and Jokowi's
former matron-turned-rival. In light of this meeting, the
visits are seen as a show of strength by Jokowi. [Asia
News]

Indonesia: Former President Jokowi faces
fresh diploma allegations

(th) Former President Joko “Jokowi” Widodo, on April
16, held a private meeting with journalists, where he
displayed his academic diplomas to refute claims
about their authenticity. Jokowi requested no
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photographs be taken during this event, citing
personal privacy despite the increasing public debate.

The former president has faced ongoing allegations
that he fabricated his Gadjah Mada University (UGM)
diploma. While in office, Jokowi avoided directly
addressing the claims, relying on university officials to
publicly validate his academic records.

However, following his retirement, the rumours
reemerged, prompting Jokowi to adopt a more
proactive approach by forming a legal team. He also
reiterated that he would only present his diploma
under a court order, stating that the burden of proof
now rests with the accusers, who may face legal
consequences if they fail to provide evidence.

Despite repeated confirmations from UGM officials
and former classmates affirming his graduation, the
allegations have persisted, particularly online. [Jakarta
Globe]

In a latest case, Muhammad Taufiq, a legal
practitioner, filed a lawsuit with the Surakarta District
Court on April 14, challenging the validity of Jokowi's
diploma. Taufig also named the General Elections
Commission’s (KPU) Surakarta office, the city’s state
senior high school, and the University as defendants.
The lawsuit aimed to raise public awareness about the
issue.

Taufiq stated that he found several aspects of the
diplomas suspicious, including “inconsistent data”
between the diploma content and the alleged
establishment dates of the institutions and UGM's
carpentry concentration. [The Star]

These alleged inconsistencies were also supported by
telematics expert Roy Suryo, a member of the
Defenders of Ulama and Activist (TPUA) group that
visited the UGM campus to investigate the rumors. Roy
pointed to typing discrepancies on Jokowi's diploma,
claiming the body was typed normally while the front
was printed, which he asserted was not the printing
method at the time. He also alleged the absence of an
examiner approval sheet for Jokowi's undergraduate
thesis, the lack of a date on the diploma, and the
absence of a reference to Jokowi's thesis supervisor.
[Tempo]

The first trial for the lawsuit is scheduled for April 24
according to the Surakarta District Court website. [The
Star]
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Indonesia: Corruption scandals prompt
Prabowo's commitment to judicial reform

(th) After several prominent corruption scandals
involving judges and law enforcement, including the
arrest of South Jakarta District Court Chief Judge
Muhammad Arif Nuryanta, President Prabowo
Subianto has committed to overhauling Indonesia's
judicial system.

The judge's recent detention stemmed from
allegations that he masterminded a large bribery
operation tied to a disputed acquittal in a crude palm
oil (CPO) export corruption case. This case involves
violations of the 2022 CPO export ban, implemented
during a domestic cooking oil shortage, and implicated
major companies like Wilmar Group, Permata Hijau
Group, and Musim Mas Group (see AR No. 15,
April/2025, 3).

Gerindra Party Secretary-General Ahmad Muzani
informed reporters at the House of Representatives on
April 17 that Prabowo has consistently viewed
Indonesia's law enforcement as a fundamentally
flawed system, often abused for personal enrichment.
Therefore, Prabowo intends to restructure the national
legal system to cultivate judges and law enforcement
officials with high ethical standards.

The President is also soliciting feedback from civil
society, legal professionals, and legislators to develop
thorough strategies aimed at reinforcing the rule of
law. [Jakarta Globe]

Indonesia: Human rights official stresses
non-violent approach to agrarian conflicts

(th) Speaking at a workshop in Palu, Central Sulawesi,
on April 17 titled “Developing the Roadmap for the
Agrarian Conflict Resolution (PKA) Task Force,” Deputy
Minister of Human Rights, Mugiyanto, underscored the
need to avoid violence and criminalization when
addressing agrarian disputes.

Mugiyanto clarified that resorting to violence only
intensifies trauma and sustains long-term animosity,
while criminalization frequently targets marginalized
groups and exacerbates inequality. Conversely, he
argued that prioritizing a human-centered dialogue
approach that upholds human rights offers a more
productive path to resolving conflicts.
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The workshop on creating an agrarian conflict
resolution roadmap also served as a platform to
discuss key issues needing further attention. Similar
initiatives could enhance collaboration among the
government, civil society organizations, community
leaders, academics, and affected communities.
[Antara]

This call for integrated, rights-based collaboration is
particularly relevant considering recent data from the
Agrarian Reform Consortium (KPA), which recorded
295 agrarian conflict cases in 2024 - an increase of
21.9 percent from the previous year. Many of these
cases involved disputes over plantation development
and infrastructure projects, especially those connected
to the National Strategic Project (PSN) agenda.

According to KPA monitoring, approximately 127,280
hectares of land and 14,696 families were affected by
plantation-related conflicts, with the palm oil sector
accounting for a significant portion. Infrastructure
development was the second most common cause of
conflict, linked to 79 cases, including 36 related
specifically to PSN initiatives.

Agrarian conflicts in Indonesia continue to show signs
of expansion, with legacy issues from previous
administrations contributing to a growing
accumulation of unresolved disputes. Many of these
conflicts - particularly those involving land tenure and
development projects - have not reached a clear
resolution and remain active under the current
government. This ongoing transfer of unresolved cases
increases the risk of escalation, as overlapping claims
and administrative inconsistencies persist across
sectors. [Kompas]

Indonesia: Government targets zero
extreme poverty by 2026, national rate
below five percent by 2029

(th) Social Affairs Minister Saifullah Yusuf announced
that the government is targeting the elimination of
extreme poverty by 2026 and aims to reduce the
national poverty rate to under five percent by 2029.

He highlighted that East Java, Central Java, and West
Java currently have the highest numbers of
impoverished residents.

To tackle poverty, the central government is rolling out
several initiatives, including the People’s School
Program, which seeks to provide equitable access to
education across the country. [Tempo]
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Indonesia: PLN Indonesia Power targets
increase of electricity capacity by over
2,000 MW by the end of 2025

(dqgl) Indonesia aims to increase its electricity capacity
by over 2,000 MW by the end of 2025 to meet rising
demand and move towards energy independence. PLN
Indonesia Power, a subsidiary of PT Perusahaan Listrik
Negara (PLN), Indonesia's state-owned electricity
utility, emphasized that expanding electricity capacity
is vital for supporting economic growth,
industrialization, and modernization. The company
currently has a net power capacity of more than 19.5
GW.

In 2025, new power plants, including PLTU Jawa 9 and
10 (2,000 MW) and BMPP Nusantara 2 Kolaka (60 MW),
will be operational. PLN Indonesia Power is also
focused on incorporating new and renewable energy
sources, such as biomass, to reduce coal dependency
and drive the energy transition.

These efforts are aligned with Indonesia’s goal of
reducing fossil fuel reliance and achieving net-zero
emissions by 2060. [The Investor]

Indonesia: PLN announces hydrogen-
powered maritime transport initiative to
support Net Zero goals

(mo) On April 15, during the Global Hydrogen
Ecosystem Summit in Jakarta, Indonesia’s state-owned
power company, PT PLN, signed a multilateral
collaboration agreement with the Ministry of
Transportation, PT HDF Energy Indonesia, and PT ASDP
Indonesia Ferry to launch a joint study on the use of
green hydrogen in maritime transportation.

The study will focus on converting vessels to hydrogen-
battery hybrids, aiming to decarbonize Indonesia’s
maritime sector. Hendri Ginting, Director of Shipping
and Maritime Affairs at the Ministry of Transportation,
stated that this initiative contributes to achieving
Indonesia’s Nationally Determined Contributions
(NDCs) under its climate commitments.

Similarly, PLN President Director Darmawan Prasodjo
highlighted the initiative's alignment with President
Prabowo Subianto’s vision of achieving energy self-
sufficiency and reaching Net Zero Emissions (NZE) by
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2060 through the use of domestic and sustainable
energy sources.

PLN is currently producing 203 tons of green hydrogen
through 22 Green Hydrogen Plants (GHPs) located
across the country. PLN Director Hartanto Wibowo
noted that the joint study will prioritize Eastern
Indonesia—an area rich in renewable energy potential
and critical maritime routes—for further renewable
energy development. He also emphasized that
hydrogen-based transportation offers a promising
alternative for decarbonizing the maritime transport
sector. [Indonesia Business Post]

Indonesia: Plan for USD 38 billion carbon
capture and storage investment in Java
Sea unveiled

(dqgl) The Indonesia Carbon Capture and Storage
Center (ICCSC), a multidisciplinary research
organization established to advance carbon capture
and storage (CCS) technologies in Indonesia, has
announced a planned USD 38 billion investment for
the development of carbon capture and storage (CCS)
facilities in the Java Sea. The project, currently under
evaluation by PT Pertamina, the country’s state-owned
oil and natural gas company, and ExxonMobil, involves
both national and multinational companies.

ICCSC Executive Director Belladona Troxylon
Maulianda highlighted Indonesia’s CO, storage
capacity, estimated to last up to 200 years, which could
serve both domestic and regional emission needs. She
emphasized CCS as a key economic and environmental
opportunity, projecting the creation of up to 170,000
jobs annually and a 0.8 to 1 percent increase in GDP.
Maulianda also stressed the importance of public-
private collaboration, citing partnerships like
Pertamina and ExxonMobil as strategic examples. She
also noted Indonesia’s advantage in hard-to-
decarbonize sectors such as petrochemicals, steel, and
cement, where CCS offers the most effective emission
reduction.

Amid growing global demand for low-carbon products,
she referenced the EU's upcoming Carbon Border
Adjustment Mechanism (CBAM), which will tax or
restrict high-emission imports starting in 2026. She
added that this trend presents opportunities for
Indonesia, including in the production of blue
ammonia—a low-emission fuel in demand by countries
like Japan for power generation. [Indonesia Business
Post]
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Indonesia: Second Bung Karno-Class
Corvette commissioned

(th) The Indonesian Navy has officially commissioned
the KRI Bung Hatta, the second vessel in the Bung
Karno-class corvette series, as part of the Navy's
broader effort to modernize its fleet. The addition of
this corvette also reflects Indonesia’s focus on
increasing the use of domestically manufactured
defense equipment.

The ship measures 80.3 meters in length and 12.6
meters in width, with a maximum speed of 25 knots. It
comes armed with a Bofors 57 mm naval gun
(upgradeable to 76 mm), two 20 mm cannons, and will
be equipped with surface-to-air missiles (SAM),
surface-to-surface missiles (SSM), and a torpedo
system for defense against surface, aerial, and
underwater threats.

Additionally, the vessel is designed for electronic
warfare, featuring advanced electronic systems and
the capability to operate in diverse environments and
weather conditions. [Naval Today]

Laos: Over 20 million meth pills seized

(dqgl) Lao authorities have seized over 20 million
methamphetamine pills (approximately 2,020 kg) from
an abandoned truck in Bokeo Province. The driver fled
the scene, and an investigation is underway, according
to the Ministry of Public Security.

This seizure is part of a broader pattern of drug
trafficking across Laos. On April 8, Thai police in
Nakhon Phanom intercepted nearly 600 kg of meth,
suspected to have been smuggled from Savannakhet,
Laos. In January, Lao authorities arrested a Lao
national and eight Thais transporting 194,000 meth
pills, chemicals, and explosives from Ayutthaya to
Vientiane.

Vientiane Capital alone reported 27 drug cases in the
first quarter of 2025, involving 47 suspects and various
illicit substances including amphetamines, crystal
meth, ketamine, and others.

In 2024, authorities recorded 3,395 drug-related cases,
leading to over 5,000 arrests, including 199 foreign
nationals. Commonly seized drugs included heroin,
methamphetamine, cannabis, opium, and kratom. In
response, the government has intensified public
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awareness campaigns and strengthened cross-border
cooperation, especially with Thailand and Myanmar.
[The Laotian Times]

Malaysia: Prime minister dismisses
cabinet reshuffle despite PKR ministers’
election losses

(tl/ga) Prime Minister Anwar Ibrahim has ruled out a
Cabinet reshuffle despite several ministers from his
People's Justice Party (Parti Keadilan Rakyat, PKR),
losing in recent internal party elections held from April
11 to 20. Anwar emphasized that Cabinet positions are
based on individual ministerial performance, not party
politics.

He clarified that the leadership changes within PKR
divisions are strictly internal matters and do not
impact state or federal government roles.

Among those who lost their division chief posts were
Deputy Minister Akmal Nasir in Johor Bahru, Minister
Nik Nazmi in Setiawangsa, and Sabah Minister
Christina Liew in Kota Kinabalu. [Malaymail]

Allegations of vote-rigging cloud PKR internal elections
ahead of national polls

Meanwhile, allegations of vote-rigging have surfaced in
the elections, raising concerns ahead of national-level
polls in May, where Prime Minister Anwar Ibrahim and
his deputy Rafizi Ramli are set to be returned
unopposed.

Reports of vote-buying and result tampering emerged
during divisional-level voting, with several prominent
figures including Natural Resources Minister Nik Nazmi
Nik Ahmad and Deputy Minister Akmal Nasir losing
their respective divisions. Over 20 central leadership
council members have petitioned for an emergency
meeting on April 23 to address the issues. The
controversy adds pressure on PKR amid criticism over
slow government reforms.

Despite claims of irregularities, Anwar’s allies
performed strongly in several divisions. The party
previously adopted blockchain-based e-voting to
enhance transparency. Allegations have led to public
criticism and invitations from the opposition for
dissatisfied members to switch allegiance. [The Straits
Times]
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Malaysia: Witness Protection Amendment
Bill among key bills for June parliament
session

(ga) Several key legislative proposals, including the
Witness Protection (Amendment) Bill, are scheduled
for tabling in Malaysia's upcoming Parliament session
in June 2025. Minister in the Prime Minister's
Department for Law and Institutional Reform Azalina
Othman confirmed that other bills to be presented
include the Cross-Border Insolvency Act 2025, the
Legal Aid and Public Defence Act 2025 (to replace the
Legal Aid Act 1971), and the Mediation (Amendment)
Act 2025.

Azalina noted that regional consultations were
conducted with ASEAN counterparts to gather input on
the insolvency bill. Additionally, she stated that the
government has reviewed over 2,000 outdated laws for
relevance, with around 164 still under review.
Particular attention is being given to updating contract
laws to accommodate the increasing use of digital
signatures. [Bernamal

Malaysia: Higher Education Ministry
unveils 10-year higher education plan

(tl) The Malaysian Higher Education Ministry (MOHE) is
set to introduce a new 10-year higher education
strategy spanning from 2025 to 2035, with a strong
emphasis on adapting to emerging technologies,
particularly artificial intelligence (Al). Deputy Minister
Mustapha Sakmud highlighted the growing need for
professionals, beyond engineers, to be Al-literate,
including lawyers, accountants, and even religious
leaders.

The plan aims to ensure that graduates from
universities and educational institutions and technical
and vocational training (TVET) institutions are
equipped to meet future technological demands.
During the “Jom Masuk U 2025" event in Sabah,
Mustapha also announced that financially struggling
students can apply for a RM1,500 advance loan via the
National Higher Education Fund (PTPTN) to ease their
university registration process. Additionally, policies
are in place to defer entrance fees until students
secure funding. The ministry continues to offer various
support programs, including six sponsor schemes and
assistance for students with disabilities. [Malaymail]
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Malaysia: Multilingual education and
digital learning to be expanded

(tl) At the Empowering Education Summit 2025,
Education Minister Fadhlina Sidek announced that
Malaysia will expand elective language offerings in
schools to include ASEAN languages such as Thai,
Khmer, and Vietnamese. This move aligns with
Malaysia's bilingual foundation in Bahasa Malaysia and
English and aims to foster regional collaboration by
cultivating multilingual, adaptable, and culturally
competent youth.

In addition, Fadhlina highlighted that with over half of
ASEAN's 670 million people under 35, the region’s
demographic advantage must be matched by decisive
education reform. Citing an ADB report that 60 percent
of regional jobs may be disrupted by automation by
2030, she stressed the need to move away from rote
learning toward creativity, critical thinking, and lifelong
learning.

The minister stressed Malaysia's reforms align with the
ASEAN Work Plan on Education and focus on
curriculum updates, teacher development, and
industry-driven TVET. The revised standard curriculum
for secondary schools prioritizes digital skills,
supported by the DELIMa platform. Over 100,000
teachers are receiving digital pedagogy training
through partnerships with Google, UNESCO, and local
universities. TVET programs are co-developed with
industries to meet semiconductor sector needs. The
National Al Roadmap promotes Al integration in
classrooms, while STEM access for underserved
students is being expanded.

To bridge the digital divide, 180 remote schools in
Sabah and Sarawak are being equipped with hybrid
solar-powered classrooms and satellite internet.
Fadhlina also introduced the National Child
Development Centre in Putrajaya as a regional model
for quality preschool education focused on cognitive
development, nutrition, and teacher training.
[Malaymail 1]

Nationwide smartboard integration by 2027

Malaysia's Education Ministry, furthermore, plans to
equip over 10,000 schools with smart boards by 2027
as part of its broader push to incorporate digital
technology and Al in education. Education Minister
Fadhlina Sidek announced the goal alongside a plan to
upgrade teachers’ activity centres into hubs for
educational technology. [Malaymail 2]
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Malaysia: Sarawak state reassesses assets
amid global economic pressures

(tl) Sarawak state Premier Tan Sri Abang Johari Tun
Openg announced that the state government is
reassessing and consolidating its assets to maintain
economic stability amid global uncertainties, including
new US tariffs and falling crude oil prices.

Although Sarawak’s main export markets are South
Korea, Japan, China, India, and Europe, primarily for
natural gas, energy, and palm oil, the Premier
acknowledged that global developments still have a
significant indirect impact on the state’s economy. The
Premier noted that oil prices have dropped to around
USD 65 per barrel, significantly lower than the state’s
budget estimate of USD 85-90, potentially reducing
income by at least USD 20 per barrel.

To maintain fiscal stability, the government is
reviewing the real value of state-owned strategic assets
and exploring innovation to enhance their economic
potential. He emphasized the need for Sarawak to
reduce its reliance on oil and gas revenues by
diversifying its economy through technological
advancement and effective asset management.
[Malaymail]

Malaysia: Sugar stockpile to be
established to ensure stable supply

(tl) The Malaysian government will set up a 2,000-tonne
refined white sugar stockpile for Sabah, Sarawak, and
Labuan starting May 1 to prevent future supply
disruptions. Sabah and Labuan will receive 1,000 tons,
while Sarawak will receive the other half.

Domestic Trade and Cost of Living Minister Armizan
Mohd Ali said the stockpile is crucial due to the regions’
reliance on shipments from Peninsular Malaysia, as no
sugar refineries operate in East Malaysia. The Cabinet
approved the initiative in March following a major
disruption in sugar supply last year.

To maintain supply consistency, the government has
also doubled the transport subsidy allocation from
USD 4 million to USD 8 million and raised the per-
kilogram subsidy rate. The sugar will remain at a
controlled price of USD 0.60 per kilogram despite
higher raw sugar import costs.

A Supply and Price Stabilisation Committee will be
formed to oversee implementation and meet regularly
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to ensure policy effectiveness. Armizan also
encouraged local governments or GLCs (government-
linked companies) in Sabah and Sarawak to consider
establishing sugar processing manufacturers in the
future. [Malaymail]

Malaysia: Anti-corruption agency and
economy ministry set up team to monitor
state and district projects

(ga) The Malaysian Anti-Corruption Commission
(MACC) and the Ministry of Economy have established
a special team to monitor state and district-level
projects funded by the ministry. This initiative includes
the sharing of allocation data, conducting spot checks,
and investigating any suspected corruption, abuse of
power, or misappropriation.

The team will also review and strengthen
implementation procedures and standard operating
procedures to improve governance in budget
distribution and project execution. MACC Chief
Commissioner Azam Baki acknowledged the initiative
as a step towards enhancing transparency in project
management. [Bernama]

Myanmar: Offices of ministries to be
moved back to Yangon

(hw) Reports indicate that the military junta is
preparing to transfer several government ministries
from Naypyidaw to Yangon. Sources suggest that at
least four ministries and government entities—Foreign
Affairs; Agriculture, Livestock, and Irrigation; the
Central Bank; and Commerce—will be relocated to
Yangon to ensure the smooth functioning of the
governance system.

The transfer is intended to be temporary and not a
permanent arrangement. Several government facilities
were significantly damaged in the earthquake on
March 28. Although other ministries sustained similar
damage, they have not been ordered to move to
Yangon. Prior to the establishment of Naypyidaw in the
mid-2000s, all government ministries were based in
Yangon, and many ministries retained buildings in
Yangon even after relocating to Naypyidaw. [Myanmar
Now, in Burmese]
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Myanmar: UNHCR delivers critical
earthquake relief supplies

(anl) The United Nations High Commissioner for
Refugees (UNHCR) announced the arrival of a
humanitarian airlift in Yangon, Myanmar, delivering
critical supplies following the devastating 7.7-
magnitude earthquake.

The UNHCR-charted flight, supported by Dubai
Humanitarian, transported over 40,000 kilograms of
life-saving aid—enough to support nearly 16,000
people. The cargo included urgently needed tents and
essential household items for families displaced by the
earthquake, which struck on 28 March.

The disaster has so far claimed over 3,000 lives, injured
more than 5,000 people, and left hundreds missing. An
estimated 17.2 million people have been affected,
including 2.1 million who were already displaced by
ongoing conflict.

To date, UNHCR has distributed most of its in-country
stockpiles to support around 50,000 survivors across
Mandalay, Sagaing, and Bago Regions, as well as in Nay
Pyi Taw and parts of southern Shan State. As part of
the inter-agency response, UNHCR is co-leading efforts
in shelter, emergency relief, camp coordination, and
protection. [Mizzima]

Myanmar: Junta extends ceasefire until
April 30

(dgl/nf) Myanmar's junta extended on April 22 a
ceasefire until April 30 to facilitate ongoing earthquake
relief efforts following last month's devastating 7.7
magnitude quake that killed over 3,700 people. The
truce, initially declared for 20 days, was maintained
despite continued fighting in some regions.

The junta stated that the ceasefire aimed to support
rebuilding and rehabilitation efforts but warned it
would retaliate if attacked by armed groups. The
earthquake displaced over 60,000 people, with two
million more in critical need of aid, according to the
UN.

International mediators and humanitarian groups have
called for the ceasefire to continue as relief operations
enter their fourth week. Myanmar's junta chief, Min
Aung Hlaing, met with Malaysian Prime Minister Anwar
Ibrahim in Bangkok, where both parties discussed a
similar truce proposed by Myanmar's opposition
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"National Unity Government" (see article in this
edition). [Channel News Asia]

Junta defies ceasefire, launches deadly airstrikes on
civilians across resistance-held regions

The extension comes, as the junta is believed to have
intensified its attacks on resistance strongholds,
openly defying its own announced post-earthquake
ceasefire. The junta carried out more than 120 artillery
attacks and aerial bombings in 12 of Myanmar's 15
states and regions since April 2, wreaking havoc on
civilians.

Regime warplanes have been bombing villages and
civilian infrastructure repeatedly in the last few days
alone. On April 18, a 300lb bomb on Mandalay Region's
Lake Kya village killed 13 civilians. On April 19, the
same village was bombed and 13 were killed, including
children. Airstrikes destroyed a village petrol station,
burned down houses, destroyed a school in Singu
Township, and destroyed a monastery in Mon State.
Civilians have been either wounded or killed in almost
all the reported incidents, and gruesome images have
come in from the ground. [Irrawaddy News]

Myanmar: Junta airstrikes kill civilians
Along Kyondone-Kawkareik highway

(anl) On April 15, the military junta launched airstrikes
and artillery attacks on several villages along the
Kyondone-Kawkareik highway, with attacks reportedly
continuing into April 16 when a vehicle carrying
displaced residents from Nwarchangon village was
reportedly struck by junta fire, killing at least ten
people.

An official from a local social welfare association stated
that the affected areas are under lockdown and in a
state of emergency, making it difficult to gather
accurate information. However, the official confirmed
that civilians have been harmed. Earlier, on 15 April,
junta airstrikes on Kanni village killed six civilians and
injured 17 others, including monks and novices. The
attacks also damaged Kamarike Monastery, Kanni
Monastery, and several residential buildings.

Kyondoe town hosts the camps of Light Infantry
Battalions (LIB) 545 and 546, as well as the Kyondoe
Strategic Headquarters and other frontline positions.
Clashes between junta forces and local resistance
groups broke out near LIB 545 from the night of April
14 until the evening of the next day. [Mizzima]
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In a separate development, the Pyin Oo Lwin District
People’s Defense Organization reported that a woman
was killed and at least 20 others injured during two
consecutive days of military airstrikes in Singu
Township. On the night of April 17, a military aircraft
dropped bombs near Nat Taung Village, killing 50-year-
old Daw Mon and injuring four civilians. The day
before, on April 16, another airstrike wounded eight
people.

Singu Township is currently under the full control of
revolutionary forces, and the junta, unable to advance
on the ground, has increasingly relied on air power. On
the same day, April 16, the military also carried out an
airstrike on Lake Kya Village in neighboring
Thabeikkyin Township. Although there were no
casualties, several homes and buildings were
damaged. [Mizzima]

Myanmar: ABSDF battalion 3 suffers
losses amid major joint offensive

(nf) All Burma Students' Democratic Front (ABSDF)
Battalion 3 reported two fatalities and six injured after
nearly two months of intense military fighting in
southern Kalay Township, Sagaing Region, and
northern Gangaw Township, Magway Region. The
fighting, which began on February 12, was as part of a
joint operation by the Chinland Defence Force-Kalay-
Kabaw-Gangaw (CDF-KKG) under the direction of the
Chin National Army (CNA) with participation from other
resistance groups.

During the initial Kamparni Camp attack, key junta
stronghold and significant ABSDF Battalion 3 deputy
commander Ka Naung (Thae Ko Aung) was murdered.
Subsequent operations, including successful attacks on
some junta-controlled villages and the capture of Kyan
Thar village on April 11, resulted in platoon
commander Mya Aung (Lincoln) being murdered.

Despite ongoing junta counterattacks and ongoing air
raids on civilian targets—resulting in a minimum of 15
civilian deaths, over 40 injuries, and the displacement
of some 20,000 people—ABSDF Battalion 3 reaffirmed
its commitment to pursuing combined resistance
operations with allied forces in the region. [Mizzima]

Myanmar: MNDAA prepares withdrawal
from Lashio under Chinese pressure
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(nf) Under mounting diplomatic pressure from Beijing,
the Myanmar National Democratic Alliance Army
(MNDAA) will pull out of Lashio by April 22 in what
would be a significant shift in the balance of hostilities
in northern Myanmar. The move follows a senior-level
meeting last month between Chinese officials,
Myanmar's junta military, and MNDAA leaders as part
of ongoing peace talks conducted in Kunming, China.

Although officially no statement has come from the
MNDAA, locals in Lashio report that the group has
already begun evacuating its central administrative
buildings there, and within the next few days the
departments, personnel, and machinery are to entirely
withdraw. The MNDAA's communications office and
police department alone will be left in the city, with the
military repositioning five kilometers from Lashio.

Captured by the MNDAA in August 2024, Lashio has
since been a focal point for junta retaliation and been
extensively damaged, especially following the March 28
earthquake. While some residents view the withdrawal
as a defeat, others see it as a strategic move to reduce
civilian casualties despite continued military assaults.

The development underscores China's increasing role
as a peacemaker of Myanmar's internal strife and
helps to demonstrate the complex interplay of military,
political, and humanitarian interests that underlies the
country's ongoing crisis. [Radio Free Asia]

Myanmar: Junta frees nearly 5,000
prisoners in new year amnesty

(nf) Myanmar's army-led government announced April
17 releasing 4,893 inmates in a New Year amnesty
under the Thingyan water festival. The junta stated
that it intended to give people "peace of mind" and
invite participation in "state-building," but the move is
symbolic, say human rights activists.

Only about 100 political detainees were released, while
prominent figures such as Aung San Suu Kyi are still
behind bars. The majority of those released were up
for the expiration of their sentences, while numerous
political prisoners — particularly pro-democracy and
ethnic ones — are still behind bars. More than 700
civilians were imprisoned since the late phase of 2023
alone in Rakhine State, of which 600 are still behind
bars.

This was done while junta leader Min Aung Hlaing was
meeting Malaysian Prime Minister Anwar lbrahim in
Bangkok. Anwar, who is ASEAN's current chair, said the
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two leaders had discussed humanitarian aid following
last month's earthquake that claimed more than 3,700
lives. He accepted the amnesty but vowed to meet with
Myanmar's opposition, so ASEAN remains concerned.
Critics view the amnesty as an attempt by the junta to
whitewash its global image while continuing to
suppress opposition. Released detainees are feared by
most as likely to be re-arrested, as happened
previously in amnesties. [Myanmar Now] [Radio Free
Asia] [Channel News Asia] [Narinjara News]

Philippines: Administration bloc leads
Senate race as Duterte allies gain backing
from Vice President

(Im) President Ferdinand Marcos Jr.'s administration
coalition, Alyansa para sa Bagong Pilipinas, has
emerged as the dominant force in the upcoming
midterm elections, with nine of its senatorial
candidates ranked as “possible winners” in the April
2025 Social Weather Stations (SWS) survey. Leading the
list is reelectionist Senator Bong Go, followed by
administration allies Erwin Tulfo, Senator Lito Lapid,
Pia Cayetano, Bato dela Rosa, Bong Revilla, and Ben
Tulfo, all securing voter support ranging between 28 to
45 percent. The survey, conducted from April 11 to 15
among 1,800 registered voters, indicates a highly
consolidated voter base, with only 1 percent
undecided compared to 12 percent in December 2024
—suggesting minimal volatility ahead of the May 12
polls. [Rappler]

Vice President Sara Duterte, meanwhile, reaffirmed her
support for two prominent candidates outside the
formal administration slate—reelectionist Senator
Imee Marcos and Las Pifias Representative Camille
Villar—emphasizing their shared “vision for a peaceful
and prosperous Philippines.” Duterte, in a public
statement, praised the unified platform of Marcos,
Villar, and the ten senatorial candidates running under
her father Rodrigo Duterte’s Partido Demokratiko
Pilipino-Lakas ng Bayan (PDP-Laban), branding them as
proponents of a common political agenda under the
“Walang Ilwanan” campaign. Duterte’s slate includes
Bong Go, Bato dela Rosa, Jimmy Bondoc, Jayvee Hinlo,
Raul Lambino, Rep. Rodante Marcoleta, Apollo
Quiboloy, Vic Rodriguez, Phillip Salvador, and Richard
Mata. [The Manila Times]

Despite the administration's dominance, several high-
profile figures remain outside the projected winning
circle. Senator Imee Marcos, sister of the president,
currently ranks between 13th and 14th, statistically
tied with TV personality Willie Revillame. Opposition
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candidates Kiko Pangilinan and Bam Aquino placed
between 15th and 16th with just 21 percent support
each. Former president Rodrigo Duterte’s favored
candidates, Salvador and Marcoleta, also fell below the
top 12, marking a decline from earlier Pulse Asia polls.
[Rappler]

These developments unfold against the backdrop of
declining approval ratings for President Marcos. The
latest Pulse Asia survey shows a sharp 17-point drop in
his performance rating—from 42 percent in February
to 25 percent in March—while disapproval rose to 53
percent. The Palace attributed the dip to the spread of
disinformation online, suggesting that fake news has
distorted public understanding of the administration’s
work. [Philippine News Agency]

Philippines: ICC denies Duterte legal
team's request to limit victim identity
verification process

(Im) The International Criminal Court (ICC) pre-trial
chamber has rejected a request by former Philippine
president Rodrigo Duterte's defense team to restrict
the types of documents accepted for verifying the
identity of victims in the court’s ongoing investigation
into crimes against humanity committed during
Duterte’s war on drugs.

In a ruling issued on April 17, the chamber approved
the ICC Registry's list of 30 acceptable identity
documents, which include both formal government-
issued IDs and alternative forms of identification. In
light of challenges in the Philippines' national ID
rollout, the court also accepted declarations signed by
two witnesses as valid proof of identity under certain
conditions.

Duterte's legal counsel had argued that the Registry's
list was overly broad and proposed requiring only a
national ID or passport with a photo to prevent fraud
and streamline proceedings. The court, however, ruled
that the Registry’'s procedure already sufficiently
ensures reliability and that any exceptional documents
will be evaluated on a case-by-case basis.

The case centers on crimes against humanity, including
at least 43 killings attributed to the Davao Death Squad
and police operations during Duterte's presidency,
covering the period from November 1, 2011, to March
16, 2019. The prosecution has until July 1 to submit its
full body of evidence—amounting to 8,565 pages—
before the charges confirmation hearing scheduled for
September 23. [PhilStar]
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Philippines: President Marcos Jr. OKs law
on proper, immediate burial of Muslim
cadavers

(Im) President Ferdinand Marcos Jr. has signed into law
Republic Act (RA) 12160, also known as the Philippine
Islamic Burial Act, which mandates the proper and
immediate burial of Muslim cadavers in accordance
with Islamic rites. Signed on April 11, the law requires
that Muslim burials be carried out as soon as possible,
even without a death certificate, and specifically before
the next call to prayer.

The law affirms the state's policy to respect Filipino
Muslims' right to bury their dead in line with their
religious customs. It also stipulates that the death
must be reported within 14 days to local authorities
who will prepare the death certificate and certify the
cause of death. If no authorized health officer is
available, the death should be reported to the Office of
the Mayor.

Additionally, the law ensures that Muslim cadavers are
released within 24 hours from hospitals, funeral
homes, or other facilities for burial, and mandates the
proper wrapping of the body in white cloth. Non-
payment of hospital bills or other charges will not be a
valid reason to withhold the body, and those
responsible for such actions will face imprisonment or
fines. [The Manila Times]

Philippines: Appeals court upholds police
officer’s conviction in 2017 drug war
killings

(Im) The Court of Appeals (CA) has upheld the
conviction of Caloocan police officer PO1 Jefrey Perez
for the torture and planting of evidence against
teenagers Carl Arnaiz and Reynaldo “Kulot” de
Guzman, who were killed in 2017 during the Duterte
administration’s war on drugs.

In a 50-page decision, the CA’'s Second Division
affirmed a lower court's ruling sentencing Perez to
three life terms for fabricating evidence, including
planting drugs and a gun on Arnaiz. The court cited a
consistent chain of circumstantial evidence indicating
that Perez was solely responsible for the injuries
inflicted on both teenagers.
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Arnaiz and De Guzman disappeared on August 17,
2017. Arnaiz, a former student of the University of the
Philippines, was found dead with gunshot wounds 11
days later in Caloocan. De Guzman's body was
discovered a month later in Nueva Ecija. Police had
claimed Arnaiz was killed in a shootout after allegedly
robbing a taxi driver.

The court described the killings as emblematic of a
system “that permits torture, murders, and the
fraudulent planting of evidence,” and called for
systemic reform to end the prevailing culture of
impunity in law enforcement. [PhilStar]

Philippines: Senate urged to pass bill
banning biological weapons

(Im) Senate President Pro Tempore Jinggoy Estrada has
called for the swift passage of Senate Bill 2977, which
seeks to prohibit the development, production, use,
and stockpiling of biological and toxin weapons in the
Philippines. The proposed legislation aims to reinforce
existing laws, including the Anti-Terrorism Act of 2020
(Republic Act No. 11479) and the Strategic Trade
Management Act (Republic Act No. 10697).

The bill proposes life imprisonment without parole and
fines ranging from PHP 3 million to PHP 5 million (USD
53,100 to USD 88,500) for violators, including those
who order, finance, or induce the production or spread
of such weapons.

Estrada, who chairs the Senate Committee on National
Defense and Security, emphasized that the bill aligns
with the Philippines’ international obligations under
the Biological Weapons Convention (BWC). The BWC
prohibits any development, stockpiling, or acquisition
of microbial or other biological agents or toxins that
lack justification for peaceful purposes, and bans any
weapons designed to use them in armed conflict.
[Manila Times]

Philippines: Nine undocumented Chinese
miners arrested in Sultan Kudarat

(Im) Nine Chinese nationals, including one individual
from Hong Kong, were arrested last week in Barangay
Chua, Bagumbayan, Sultan Kudarat, for working
without valid permits at a small-scale mining
operation. The men, though in possession of
passports, lacked appropriate work authorization and
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were apprehended in a joint operation by the Bureau
of Immigration (Bl) and the Philippine Army’s 7th
Infantry Battalion under the 603rd Infantry Brigade.

The miners had been employed by the Helen Grace S.
Camsa Precious Metal Mining Company, which is
exploring for copper and gold in the upland region.
The arrests were initially withheld from the media to
give the Bl time to verify identities and investigate the
company's hiring practices. The foreign nationals are
currently in the custody of the Bl and face possible
charges under the Philippine Immigration Act.
[PhilStar]

Philippines: Family seeks release of 81-
year-old man allegedly arrested by
mistake

(Im) The family of 81-year-old Prudencio Cebu Calubid
Jr. has filed a petition for a writ of habeas corpus
before the Court of Appeals, claiming that he was
wrongfully arrested and detained by the Philippine
National Police (PNP) in December 2024. Authorities
had mistaken him for National Democratic Front of the
Philippines (NDFP) consultant Prudencio Calubid, who
has been missing since his alleged abduction in 2006.

Calubid Jr., a long-time resident of Zambales, was
arrested by the Criminal Investigation and Detection
Group (CIDG) in Olongapo City. Despite presenting
multiple government-issued IDs and documents
proving his distinct identity, he was brought to Camp
Crame and later transferred to Manila City Jail, where
he remains in detention.

According to the National Union of Peoples’ Lawyers
(NUPL), the arrest appears not to be a case of mistaken
identity, but rather a deliberate act of
misrepresentation. The wanted NDFP consultant had a
bounty of PHP 7.8 million (USD 133,000) and was on
the PNP's most wanted list. Calubid Jr.'s daughter, Setti,
has made public pleas for his release, citing his
advanced age, frail health, and inability to walk.
[Rappler]

Philippines: Police dismantle kidnap-for-
hire group amid calls to combat fake news
and restore public trust

(jm/Im) The Philippine National Police (PNP) has
arrested three suspects and continues to pursue two
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others in connection with the abduction and murder of
Chinese-Filipino businessman Anson Que (also known
as Anson Tan) and his driver Armanie Pabillo. The pair
went missing on March 30 after leaving Que's office in
Valenzuela City, and their bodies were discovered on
April 9 in Rodriguez, Rizal, bearing signs of torture and
strangulation.

Following an intensive investigation, suspects Ricardo
Austria David and Raymart Catequista were arrested in
Roxas, Palawan on April 18 by the PNP Anti-Kidnapping
Group (AKG), while a third suspect, Chinese national
David Tan Liao, later surrendered to authorities. Liao
reportedly confessed to his role in the crime, which
has been traced to a “rogue kidnap-for-hire group” he
allegedly led. All three now face two counts of
kidnapping for ransom with homicide. [Philippine
News Agency 1] JRappler]

According to PNP Chief Gen. Rommel Francisco Marbil,
Liao's syndicate functioned as a “criminal collection
agency” targeting individuals involved in unresolved
financial conflicts. The group has also been linked to at
least five other resolved kidnap-for-hire cases.
Authorities are now focusing on identifying the
financiers behind these contract killings. [Philippine
News Agency 2] [Inquirer.net] [The Manila Times]

In response to heightened public concern and rampant
disinformation, the PNP has formed two new
committees: the Joint Anti-Kidnapping Action
Committee (JAKAC) and the Joint Anti-Fake News Action
Committee (JAFNAC). JAKAC, led by Lt. Gen. Edgar Alan
Okubo, will centralize efforts to investigate and
dismantle kidnap-for-hire syndicates. JAFNAC, under Lt.
Gen. Robert Rodriguez, is tasked with combating the
spread of misinformation and disinformation that
threaten public confidence and national stability.

The establishment of these committees comes amid a
surge of false social media reports alleging a
widespread kidnapping spree, many of which have
targeted the Chinese-Filipino business community.
PNP officials have dismissed these posts as fake and
warned that misinformation can incite unnecessary
panic and disrupt public order. [Philippine News
Agency 3]

The Palace has also weighed in, rejecting calls to
deploy military intelligence to assist with internal
policing. Presidential officials reiterated that the recent
high-profile case was an isolated act rooted in personal
and financial vendettas, not evidence of systemic
insecurity. [Philippine News Agency 4]
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Philippines: Supreme Court petitioned to
halt Samal-Davao bridge over alleged reef
destruction

(Im) Environmental groups have filed a petition before
the Supreme Court seeking to stop the construction of
the PHP 23 billion (approximately USD 414 million)
Samal Island-Davao City Connector (SIDC) bridge,
citing irreversible ecological damage to coral
ecosystems in the Davao Gulf. The petitioners—
Ecoteneo, Interfacing Development Interventions for
Sustainability Inc., Sustainable Davao Movement, and
activist Marvelous Camilo—invoked the Writ of
Kalikasan, a legal remedy available in the Philippines to
protect constitutional environmental rights.

The groups argue that the ongoing construction
violates the constitutional right to a balanced and
healthful ecology and breaches two key laws: the
Expanded National Integrated Protected Areas
Systems Act of 2018 (Republic Act No. 11038) and the
Wildlife Resources Conservation and Protection Act
(Republic Act No. 9147). The SIDC project allegedly
endangers Paradise Reef on Samal Island and the
Hizon Marine Protected Area in Davao City.

The 3.9-kilometer, four-lane bridge, contracted to the
China Road and Bridge Corporation, is partly funded by
a PHP 19 billion (approximately USD 342 million) loan
from China. The project spans both Davao City and the
Island Garden City of Samal and involves extensive
land reclamation. [Philippine News Agency]

Philippines: President Marcos eases
Taiwan travel restrictions for officials to
attract investment

(Im) President Ferdinand R. Marcos Jr. has issued a new
directive easing decades-old restrictions on official
travel to Taiwan by Philippine government officials, in a
bid to expand economic engagement and boost
investment opportunities. Signed on April 15,
Memorandum Circular No. 32 modifies the stringent
guidelines first established under Executive Order No.
313 of 1989.

The earlier order had prohibited all official interactions
with Taiwan without prior clearance from the
Department of Foreign Affairs (DFA). Under the new
policy, this restriction now applies only to the
President, Vice President, and the Secretaries of
Foreign Affairs and National Defense.
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Government officials may now travel to Taiwan for
trade, economic, and investment purposes using
ordinary passports and without using their official
titles. These trips must be coordinated with the Manila
Economic and Cultural Office (MECO), which functions
as the Philippines’ de facto embassy in Taiwan.

The policy also allows Philippine agencies to host
Taiwanese delegations for economic discussions,
provided that MECO is notified at least five days in
advance. However, any official agreement or
memorandum of understanding with Taiwanese
counterparts still requires DFA clearance and, if
necessary, approval from the Office of the President.
[Philippine News Agency]

Philippines: Administration accelerates
4PH housing program to address demand

(jm) The Philippine Department of Human Settlements
and Urban Development (DHSUD) has announced an
accelerated timeline for the construction of housing
projects in the National Capital Region (NCR), following
recent site inspections. This initiative is part of
President Ferdinand Marcos Jr.'s signature housing
program, the Pambansang Pabahay Para sa Pilipino
(4PH) program, which was launched in September
2022 under Executive Order No. 34.

DHSUD Secretary Jose Rizalino Acuzar has overseen
the progress of projects in Pasay City, which are on
track to be ready for accommodation. However,
authorities have identified key areas in Metro Manila—
Caloocan, Manila, Quezon City, and San Juan—as high-
priority locations due to their high concentrations of
informal settler families (ISFs). The 4PH program aims
to ease the country's housing crisis by providing
affordable housing options and improving financial
accessibility, with a focus on integrating low-income
groups into sustainable townships. [The Department of
Human Settlements and Urban Development]
[Philippine News Agency]

Philippines: Previously captured aquatic
surveillance drones linked to China,
Philippine Navy announces

(jm) The Philippine Navy, led by Rear Admiral Roy
Vincent Trinidad, revealed that at least two of five
recovered underwater drones found in Philippine
waters are likely connected to Chinese state
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operations. Filipino fishermen have been periodically
retrieving these "gliders" from key maritime
chokepoints across northern and southern Philippine
waters since 2022. While the drones are designed for
scientific and commercial purposes, such as
bathymetric mapping and sound propagation data
collection, they also serve military intelligence and
stealth operations in warfare. Additionally, the drones
appear to be engineered for one-way missions. [South
China Morning Post]

Rear Admiral Trinidad estimated a 55-85 percent
likelihood that two of the drones were deployed by the
Chinese Communist Party. A particularly telling case is
that of Drone Three, recovered in August 2024 off the
coast of Cagayan. This drone showed signs of
defacement and sanitization of internal chips,
suggesting an effort to hide its origin. It was equipped
with a CTD sensor used to measure seawater
properties, featuring a serial number linked to HWA-
Create, a Beijing-based subcontractor connected to
China's defense sector. The drone also had a China
Telecom SIM card that last connected to a network in
mainland China.

Further investigation into Drone Four revealed that its
battery assembly was sourced from the 18th Research
Institute of the China Electronics Technology Group
Corporation (CETC), a state-owned enterprise
specializing in military-grade electronics. CETC is
involved in China’s Blue Ocean Information Network
(BOIN), a maritime surveillance system used in the
South China Sea to gather intelligence beyond
navigation.

Senate Majority Leader Francis Tolentino expressed
concern, stating it was "apparent" that China was
behind the drone deployments, and emphasized the
national security risks. Although the drones are
equipped with commercially available components
that allow plausible deniability, the National Task Force
for the West Philippine Sea (NTF-WPS) considers the
findings as conclusive evidence of China’s covert
attempts to map the Philippine seabed. Formal
accusations are pending further investigations by the
Philippine Armed Forces, in collaboration with
undisclosed like-minded countries. [PhilStar]
[Ingurier.net] [Philippine News Agency]

Philippines: Death toll rises to six in
capsizing of Chinese sand carrier off
Occidental Mindoro
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(Im) The MV Hong Hai 16, a Chinese-operated sand
carrier, capsized off the coast of Rizal, Occidental
Mindoro, on April 15, 2025, resulting in six confirmed
deaths and several missing crew members. The vessel,
carrying 7,400 cubic meters of material, sank during
normal operations in moderate seas. Authorities have
recovered two more bodies, and seven crew members
are still missing.

The Philippine Coast Guard (PCG) is conducting search
operations while also addressing the potential
environmental impact, deploying oil spill containment
measures. The vessel's owner, Keen Peak Corp., has
been ordered to remove the wreck. [The Maritime
Executive]

In response, the provincial government of Occidental
Mindoro has suspended dredging operations by
Bluemax Tradelink, Inc., pending further investigation
into the incident. Governor Eduardo Gadiano has
emphasized the need for dredging to prevent flooding,
despite community opposition over its environmental
impact. [ABS-CBN]

Philippines: Coast Guard appoints first-
ever female spokesperson

(Im) The Philippine Coast Guard (PCG) has named
Captain Noemie Guirao-Cayabyab as its first-ever
female spokesperson, marking a significant step
toward advancing gender equality within the
organization. The PCG praised Cayabyab’s leadership,
professional excellence, and impact, describing her as
a natural fit for this historic role. [Rappler]

Philippines: Metro Manila sees 60 percent
drop in crimes during Holy Week

(jto) Index crimes in Metro Manila saw a significant 60
percent drop during Holy Week this year, according to
the National Capital Region Police Office (NCRPO).
Between Holy Monday and Easter Sunday, authorities
recorded only 45 index crimes, a sharp decline from
113 during the same period in 2024. The index crimes
include theft, murder, robbery, and vehicle theft.

The drop in incidents was particularly notable in
murder cases, with only one reported compared to
eight last year. Other reported incidents included four
cases of physical injury and 24 robberies. Both car and
motorcycle thefts saw only one reported case each.
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Crime resolution also showed improvement, with a
success rate rising to 89 percent from 74 percent in
2024, meaning nearly nine out of ten crimes were
solved. [PhilStar]

Philippines: Dangerous heatwave causes
temperatures to approach 50°C

(jto) The Philippines is currently experiencing a
dangerous heatwave, with temperatures in some areas
reaching up to 50°C due to high air temperatures and
humidity. PAGASA, the national weather agency, has
issued warnings regarding the significant risk of heat-
related illnesses such as heat cramps, exhaustion, and
heatstroke.

Los Bafios, Laguna is one of the hardest-hit areas,
facing its second consecutive day of hazardous heat
conditions. The capital, Manila, is also experiencing
dangerously high temperatures, with a 42°C heat index
recorded at Ninoy Aquino International Airport. Other
regions, including Bulacan and Batangas, are also
expected to reach similar extreme temperatures.
[Independent]

Singapore: Prime Minister Wong launches
PAP’s GE2025 manifesto

(rt) Prime Minister Lawrence Wong launched the ruling
People's Action Party’s (PAP) manifesto for the
upcoming May 3 general election under the title
Changed World, Fresh Team, New Resolve - Securing a
Brighter Future for You. The launch, held on April 17,
marks Wong's first electoral campaign as party leader
and comes amid what he described as “a profoundly
altered global environment” marked by geopolitical
uncertainty, technological disruption, and
demographic aging.

Wong, who assumed office in 2024, introduced 32 new
candidates who will join the PAP slate to contest 97
seats nationwide. He framed GE2025 as a critical “SG60
election” that will determine Singapore's ability to
navigate global headwinds while preserving its model
of inclusive, rules-based governance.

The PAP manifesto outlines key pledges to grow a
vibrant economy with good jobs, sustain affordable
housing, enhance education and healthcare, and
improve sustainability and the arts. Wong emphasized
the importance of trust, unity, and political stability,
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drawing comparisons to other societies where
polarization and erosion of the political center have
taken root. He pledged to continue upholding the
party’s founding values of meritocracy, multiracialism,
justice, and incorruptibility. [The Straits Times]

Singapore: Ng Eng Hen and Maliki Osman
resign amid PAP leadership renewal
ahead of GE2025

(Im) Defense Minister Ng Eng Hen and Minister in the
Prime Minister's Office Maliki Osman have formally
announced their retirement from politics ahead of
Singapore’s upcoming General Election in 2025
(GE2025), marking a significant moment in the People’s
Action Party’s (PAP) leadership renewal efforts. Both
ministers have served in Parliament since 2001 and
were long-standing members of Singapore’s Cabinet.

Dr Ng, aged 66, is Singapore’s longest-serving Minister
for Defence, having held the post since 2011. In his 24-
year political career, he also led the Education and
Manpower ministries. His tenure at the Ministry of
Defence saw the development of strategic long-term
blueprints such as SAF2030 and SAF2040, aimed at
transforming the Singapore Armed Forces into a
technologically advanced and future-ready force.
Prime Minister Lawrence Wong praised Dr Ng for his
clarity and depth in Cabinet discussions, steady
leadership during crises, and regional stature as a
respected defense voice. Dr Ng's decision to retire
follows a long-standing PAP tradition of generational
renewal, and he emphasized the importance of making
space for new leadership within the party. [Channel
NewsAsia 1] [Channel NewsAsia 2]

Dr Maliki Osman, who also served for 24 years,
announced his retirement on April 21. Over the course
of his political career, he held multiple portfolios in
foreign affairs, education, national development, and
defense. As Second Minister for Education and Foreign
Affairs, and previously as Mayor of South East District,
he played an instrumental role in bridging
communities, supporting disadvantaged groups, and
deepening Singapore's foreign relations. Prime
Minister Wong highlighted Dr Maliki's diplomatic skill,
community leadership, and commitment to the
Malay/Muslim community, especially in navigating
sensitive issues such as the repeal of Section 377A. Dr
Maliki has introduced Hazlina Abdul Halim as his
successor in East Coast GRC and pledged support for
the PAP team in the coming election. [The Straits Times
1]
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Their retirements come amid an unprecedented scale
of political renewal within the PAP. According to party
sources, around 20 MPs are expected to step down
before GE2025, including Senior Minister of State Amy
Khor and MPs Don Wee and Chong Kee Hiong. In their
place, the party will field 32 new candidates—its
largest intake since 2011—with a deliberate push for
youth, diversity, and private-sector representation.
Half of the new candidates are under 40 years old, and
more than 40 percent are women. This marks a
strategic recalibration, as analysts see the wave of
departures—including among first-term MPs—as an
effort to rebuild public trust and inject fresh energy
into governance.

The upcoming election will see an increase in
parliamentary seats, from 93 to 97, making the
renewal effort even more crucial. PAP insiders
compare this moment to past political transitions, such
as the landmark 2001 and 2011 elections that
introduced figures like Tharman Shanmugaratnam,
Heng Swee Keat, and Lawrence Wong himself.
Whether the Class of 2025 will have a similarly lasting
impact remains to be seen. [Channel NewsAsia 3]

With Dr Ng's retirement, observers anticipate a Cabinet
reshuffle after the election, with possible successors to
the defense portfolio including Education Minister
Chan Chun Sing—who has a military background—and
Health Minister Ong Ye Kung, both considered senior
and experienced members of the Cabinet. [The Straits
Times 2]

Prime Minister Wong reiterated that the retirement of
Dr Ng and Dr Maliki was necessary to renew the PAP's
leadership and ensure that the party remains
connected to future generations. Both men were
lauded not only for their service in national policy but
also for their connection with residents and their
efforts in nation-building over more than two decades.
[Channel NewsAsia 4]

Singapore: Main opposition Workers’
Party launches campaign, unveils policy
manifesto, new candidates

(rt/vsq) The opposition Workers' Party (WP),
Singapore’s most successful opposition party, has
launched its 2025 General Election campaign with the
slogan Working for Singapore and unveiled its 122-
page election manifesto on April 17. The manifesto
presents 125 proposals across five key areas: cost of
living, economic opportunities, inclusion, democratic
accountability, and foreign policy.
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Among the major policy planks are alternatives to the
Goods and Services Tax (GST), higher allowances for
national servicemen, free maternal and pediatric
healthcare, abolishing the Primary School Leaving
Examination (PSLE), and lowering the voting age to 18.
WP also proposes bolstering trade policy resilience in
light of U.S. tariff risks and decentralizing political
power by strengthening opposition representation in
Parliament.

WP secretary-general and Leader of the Opposition
Pritam Singh said the manifesto outlines a credible and
constructive alternative vision for Singapore. He
described WP's goal as building a political system that
includes a “loyal opposition,” which offers different
views in good faith to advance national interests. In a
separate message to voters, Singh reiterated that real
power lies with the electorate and called on
Singaporeans to “step up” as active agents of political
change.

The WP kept details of its final slate under wraps but
confirmed plans to contest at least 31 out of 97 seats,
including Aljunied GRC, Sengkang GRC, East Coast GRC,
Marine Parade-Braddell Heights GRC, Punggol GRC,
Tampines GRC, Hougang SMC, Tampines Changkat
SMC, and Jalan Kayu SMC. The party is expected to field
at least 30 candidates, including 17 first-time
contenders—its largest intake of newcomers. Among
those introduced are legal professionals, clinical
psychologists, and tech entrepreneurs.

The WP currently holds 10 parliamentary seats,
secured in 2020 through victories in Aljunied GRC,
Sengkang GRC, and Hougang SMC. Following the 2020
elections, Pritam Singh was formally designated as
Singapore’s first Leader of the Opposition, a post that
includes enhanced parliamentary privileges and
resources.

Founded in 1957, the Workers' Party has long
positioned itself as a moderate, credible opposition
alternative to the ruling People's Action Party (PAP). Its
electoral success in recent cycles has made it a key
player in Singapore’s evolving political landscape. [The
Straits Times 1] [The Straits Times 2] [The Straits Times
3]

Singapore: Singapore People’s Party
unveils GE2025 manifesto

(Im) The Singapore People's Party (SPP) has released its
16-page manifesto titled /t Is Time ahead of the May 3
General Election (GE2025), laying out a comprehensive
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platform centered on economic fairness, employment
reform, cost-of-living relief, and governance reform.
During a launch event and walkabout on April 19, SPP
leaders, including Secretary-General Steve Chia,
presented a five-member slate for Bishan-Toa Payoh
Group Representation Constituency (GRC) and Potong
Pasir Single Member Constituency (SMC)—the same
constituencies it contested in 2020.

Founded in 1994 as a splinter group from the
Singapore Democratic Party, the SPP is one of
Singapore’s longest-standing opposition parties and is
historically known for its stronghold in Potong Pasir,
formerly represented by opposition veteran Chiam See
Tong. In GE2020, the SPP secured 32.77 percent of
votes in Bishan-Toa Payoh and 39.33 percent in Potong
Pasir. This time, the party hopes its expanded and
targeted policy platform will resonate with voters
facing economic strain and seeking broader
parliamentary representation. [The Straits Times]
[Channel NewsAsia]

Singapore: Singapore Democratic Party
unveils GE2025 manifesto

(Im) The Singapore Democratic Party (SDP) launched its
manifesto for the May 2025 general election on April
20, calling for major policy shifts including capping the
price of new public flats between SGD 90,000-270,000
(USD 66,600-199,800), scrapping the national PSLE
examination, and reducing the Goods and Services Tax
(GST) from 9 to 7 percent. The party argues that such
changes can be funded from the projected FY2025
budget surplus of SGD 6.8 billion (USD 5.04 billion).

Additional proposals include universal healthcare for
maternal and paediatric services, nationalizing all pre-
schools, and boosting domestic consumption to
reduce reliance on exports.

Founded in 1980, the SDP is one of Singapore’s oldest
opposition parties. While it has not held a
parliamentary seat in recent years, it remains one of
the most policy-focused parties, known for
championing civil liberties, social justice, and economic
equity. It is led by Paul Tambyah, a medical professor,
and Chee Soon Juan, a long-time political figure. The
party will contest constituencies including Bukit
Panjang SMC and Marsiling-Yew Tee GRC. [The Straits
Times]
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Singapore: Over 18,000 citizens registered
as overseas voters for GE2025

(Im) The Elections Department (ELD) has announced
that 18,389 Singaporeans have successfully registered
to vote from abroad in the upcoming General Election
(GE2025), scheduled for May 3. Of these, 9,759 will cast
their ballots by post, while 8,630 will vote in person at
designated overseas polling stations across ten cities,
including London, New York, Tokyo, and Dubai.

These overseas voters represent a subset of over 2.75
million eligible Singaporeans. [Channel NewsAsia]

Singapore: Government to implement
proposals by youths on economic support
for citizens

(rt) The Government of Singapore has accepted
proposals from Forward Singapore’s Youth Panels.
These recommendations include introducing a savings
plan to help lower-income Singaporeans build
emergency savings, increasing financial support for
youth ventures in Southeast Asia, and exploring new
approaches to tackling online harms.

A 150-page report, produced by the National Youth
Council (NYC) and the Ministry of Culture, Community
and Youth (MCCY), outlines how the Government plans
to implement or further study these proposals. The
Youth Panels, launched in November 2023, aim to
involve young people aged 15 to 34 in co-creating
policies with the Government. Four panels were
established, each focused on a different area: financial
resilience, career experience in Southeast Asia, digital
well-being, and domestic recycling behaviors and
mindsets. The panels were led by youths, supported by
MCCY and NYC, along with government agencies such
as the Ministry of Digital Development and Information
(MDDI) and the Ministry of Manpower (MOM). [The
Straits Times]

Singapore: 22 parental child abduction
cases recorded between 2019 and 2024

(Im) Between 2019 and 2024, the Singapore Central
Authority (SCA) handled 22 cases involving children
taken out of Singapore by a parent to another Hague
Convention signatory state without the permission of
the custodial parent. The SCA also managed 21
incoming cases involving children brought into
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Singapore from such states, including the United
Kingdom, Australia, and Japan.

These cases highlight the challenges in international
parental child abduction, particularly when the child is
taken to a country that is not a signatory to the Hague
Convention on the Civil Aspects of International Child
Abduction. [The Straits Times]

Singapore: High Court affirms equal
severity of all rape types, dismisses youth
offender’s appeal

(Im) The Singapore High Court has ruled that all three
types of rape under the Penal Code—penile-vaginal,
oral, and anal penetration—must be treated with equal
gravity, rejecting an appeal by a man convicted of
raping a minor through forced oral sex. Justice Dedar
Singh Gill made the decision on April 21 while affirming
an earlier sentence of eight years' imprisonment and
eight strokes of the cane.

The offender, now 21, had argued that the act he
committed was a “less serious” form of rape and
sought reformative training instead, citing his age and
potential for rehabilitation. The incidents occurred
between November 2021 and January 2023, when the
girl, the granddaughter of his religious teacher, was
aged between nine and eleven. The offender began
abusing her at age 18, with the final assault taking
place just before he turned 20.

Parliament amended the Penal Code in 2020 to expand
the legal definition of rape beyond penile-vaginal
penetration to include oral and anal acts. Justice Gill, in
his written judgment, found that the amended Section
375 of the Penal Code was clear in its intent to treat all
forms of rape with equal seriousness. He rejected the
argument that the physical risk of pregnancy made
penile-vaginal rape more severe, stating that such
distinctions do not override legislative intent.

The Court of Appeal's earlier position—that
rehabilitation is no longer the dominant consideration
for youthful offenders convicted of rape if they are of
mature age and understanding—was found applicable
to the present case. The High Court emphasized that
the lack of distinction in sentencing provisions
confirms the equal severity of all recognized forms of
rape.

The decision sets a precedent in Singapore’s legal
system, reinforcing Parliament’s intention to treat all
forms of non-consensual penile penetration as serious
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criminal offenses, regardless of the victim's gender or
the nature of the act. [The Straits Times]

Singapore: Five ministers to lead new
economic task force to help navigate US
tariffs

(rt) On April 8, Prime Minister Lawrence Wong
announced the formation of the Singapore Economic
Resilience Taskforce, which will be led by five Cabinet
ministers and three leaders from the labor movement,
as well as representatives from business and employer
groups. The taskforce aims to help local businesses
and workers navigate the uncertainties caused by the
recent sweeping tariffs imposed by the United States.

The taskforce held its first meeting on April 16, and is
chaired by Deputy Prime Minister and Minister for
Trade and Industry Gan Kim Yong. Other key members
include Minister for National Development and
Minister-in-charge of Social Services Integration
Desmond Lee, Minister for Digital Development and
Information and Second Minister for Home Affairs
Josephine Teo, Minister for Manpower and Second
Minister for Trade and Industry Tan See Leng, and
Minister for Transport and Second Minister for Finance
Chee Hong Tat. Representatives from business and
labor groups, including Singapore Business Federation
(SBF) chairman Lim Ming Yan, National Trades Union
Congress (NTUC) secretary-general Ng Chee Meng, and
Singapore National Employers Federation (SNEF)
president Tan Hee Teck, also serve on the taskforce.

The taskforce will focus on three key work streams.
The first is “sense-making and communication,” which
will foster regular communication between the
Government, businesses, and workers to provide
updates, explain how government schemes can assist
them, and assess their impact. The second stream,
“addressing immediate challenges,” will identify urgent
pain points for businesses and workers, reviewing and
enhancing the Government's support measures. The
third stream, “longer-term strategies and responses,”
will focus on strengthening international partnerships,
boosting Singapore’s global position in air, sea, trade,
and finance, and supporting businesses in entering
new markets and diversifying supply chains. It will also
work to maintain Singapore’s attractiveness to
investors, founders, and talent while accelerating
transformation through innovation and productivity.

Singapore, which currently imposes zero tariffs on U.S.
imports, is subject to the baseline 10 percent tariff rate
following the U.S. tariffs that took effect on April 5.
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However, U.S. President Donald Trump announced a
90-day pause on the tariffs on April 9, providing some
temporary relief. Analysts predict that the global trade
disruptions caused by Trump's tariff policies are likely
to cost Singapore’s export-driven economy far more
than the 10 percent tariff on its exports to the U.S. [The
Straits Times] [Channel NewsAsia]

Singapore: Authorities tighten
cybersecurity and anti-interference
safeguards ahead of GE2025

(rt/vsq) Ahead of Singapore’s general election on May
3, the government has introduced enhanced legal and
cybersecurity measures to protect electoral integrity,
candidates’ reputations, and public trust.

In a joint advisory issued on April 19, the Ministry of
Home Affairs, Cyber Security Agency of Singapore
(CSA), and the Elections Department (ELD) warned
political parties and candidates about covert influence
tactics, foreign interference, and cybersecurity risks.
Candidates were urged to adopt robust digital security
protocols, including strong authentication for
campaign accounts, training against deepfake threats,
and contingency planning for system disruptions. The
advisory also emphasized the need for vigilance in
information sharing, encouraging candidates to fact-
check materials before dissemination to avoid
unwittingly becoming conduits for foreign agendas.
[The Straits Times 1]

As part of Singapore's broader election safeguards, a
new law targeting the use of fake or digitally altered
online content that misrepresents electoral candidates
is being enforced for the first time in GE2025. The
legislation protects prospective candidates who have
formally declared their candidacy and paid their
election deposit—expected to be finalized on
Nomination Day, April 23. According to the ELD, this
measure specifically addresses the risk of deepfake
technology being used to falsely depict candidates
saying or doing things they never did. [The Straits
Times 2]

The CSA has separately cautioned that cyberthreat
actors could compromise official social media accounts
to spread disinformation or launch phishing attacks.
Fraudsters may also set up fake political party websites
to solicit donations and deceive the public, particularly
during the heightened activity leading up to Polling
Day. [The Straits Times 3]
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To strengthen electoral transparency, candidates are
reminded of their obligations under the Foreign
Interference (Countermeasures) Act (FICA), which
prohibits foreign funding and requires the declaration
of significant political donations. The authorities have
also indicated that both FICA and the Protection from
Online Falsehoods and Manipulation Act (POFMA) may
be invoked during the election period to address social
media manipulation and disinformation. [The Straits
Times 4]

Minister of State for Home Affairs Sun Xueling
confirmed that the government is actively engaging
with social media companies to ensure they comply
with local laws and cooperate with authorities to
mitigate foreign influence and falsehoods online.

Thailand: Cabinet reshuffle expected by
July amid coalition tensions

(Im) Thailand's ruling administration, led by Prime
Minister Paetongtarn Shinawatra, is currently facing
heightened pressure, with a cabinet reshuffle
increasingly expected by July due to growing internal
tensions between the two core parties within the
coalition. The strains are primarily fueled by the
controversial casino-entertainment complex bill and
the upcoming 2026 Budget Bill debate.

Recently, Prime Minister Paetongtarn Shinawatra
instructed Pheu Thai MPs to engage with their
constituencies during the parliamentary recess,
gauging public opinion on the casino bill, which aims to
develop large-scale integrated entertainment
complexes with a casino component limited to under
10 percent of each site. While the initiative promises
THB 800 billion (USD 24 billion) in investment and aims
to stimulate tourism and job creation, it has triggered
opposition both inside and outside parliament. Critics
argue the bill was rushed without adequate public
consultation, and some warn it may violate
constitutional or ethical standards. [Bangkok Post 1]
Bangkok Post 2]

Facing escalating resistance—including from
academics, religious groups, and civil society—Pheu
Thai had previously decided to postpone the bill's
parliamentary reading until the next session starting
July 2. The move also followed a vocal rejection from
coalition partner Bhumijaithai, whose secretary-general
Chaichanok Chidchob declared opposition in
parliament [see AiR No. 15, April/2025, 3]. This
prompted Interior Minister Anutin Charnvirakul,
Bhumijaithai party leader, to downplay the rift and
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reaffirm Bhumjaithai's cooperation with Pheu Thai,
while insisting the issue was not cause for concern.
[Bangkok Post 3]

Nonetheless, the bill's future remains uncertain. A 34-
member Senate committee will begin its 180-day
review of the bill on April 23, aiming to provide a more
detailed analysis than a previous House study.
However, concerns remain over the committee’s
impartiality, particularly amid reports of political
lobbying tied to power bases in Buri Ram, a
Bhumijaithai stronghold. [Bangkok Post 4]

Although Pheu Thai has not withdrawn the bill, critics
and analysts alike suggest a national referendum may
be the only viable path forward. Some believe that
pushing the bill without broader support could
provoke public demonstrations or erode the
government's standing before the next general
election. Others argue Pheu Thai may shelve the
initiative until after elections, potentially including it in
a future campaign manifesto. [Bangkok Post 5]
[Bangkok Post 6]

Meanwhile, parliament is scheduled to hold an
extraordinary session on April 28-29 to deliberate the
2026 Budget Bill. Despite coalition disagreements,
Pheu Thai MP and former defense minister Sutin
Klungsang expressed confidence that the bill will pass,
stressing that withholding support over unrelated
issues—such as the casino legislation—would be
irresponsible. The United Thai Nation Party echoed this
view, underscoring the budget's importance for driving
economic policy and national development. [Bangkok
Post 7]

Against this backdrop, the possibility of a cabinet
reshuffle remains a key topic of speculation. Public
sentiment seems to support the move, with a recent
NIDA poll showing that nearly 48 percent of
respondents favor an immediate reshuffle. The
Ministry of Commerce, Ministry of Agriculture and
Cooperatives, and Ministry of Finance are seen as key
targets for change. Ministers such as Deputy Prime
Minister and Finance Minister Pichai Chunhavajira and
Commerce Minister Pichai Naripthaphan are rumored
to be replaced, possibly by technocrats or figures from
coalition allies like the Klatham Party. However, the
Pheu Thai Party remains focused on maintaining
stability within the coalition, particularly with
Bhumijaithai, which holds sway in the Senate and
controls the influential Interior Ministry. [Bangkok Post
8]

Despite the mounting pressures, Pheu Thai officials
have dismissed rumors of a cabinet reshuffle in
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August, reiterating that the decision is entirely up to
Prime Minister Paetongtarn Shinawatra. [The Nation]
[Bangkok Post 9]

Thailand: Investigation into SAO building
collapse focuses on design flaws and
foreign ownership violations

(msz/Im) Thai authorities have significantly expanded
their investigation into the collapse of the State Audit
Office (SAO) building in Bangkok's Chatuchak district,
which occurred during the March 28 earthquake. The
collapse has resulted in 47 confirmed deaths and left
at least 47 people trapped under the debris. The
investigation is split into two main cases: one focusing
on design flaws in the building's construction and the
other on violations related to foreign ownership laws.

The first case centers on the building's structural
integrity, particularly concerning the elevator shaft
design. Investigators have determined that the shaft's
walls were only 25 centimeters thick, far thinner than
the typical 60 centimeters used in similar buildings.
This reduction in thickness is believed to have
contributed to the collapse, as the shaft may have
failed under seismic forces. [Bangkok Post 1]

The Ministry of Interior has confirmed that the collapse
was likely caused by these design flaws, which included
a lack of symmetrical support in the elevator shaft. The
Iron and Steel Institute of Thailand has tested
additional steel samples used in the building's
construction, with earlier tests confirming that three
types of steel were substandard. Xin Ke Yuan Co, the
supplier of the steel, is expected to clarify the material
quality. [Bangkok Post 2] [Bangkok Post 3]

In addition, the Department of Special Investigation
(DSI) is probing suspected forgery in building design
documentation. Investigators are focusing on
amendments made to the building's original design,
particularly regarding the elevator shaft. Senator
Somkiat Chusangsuk has claimed that his name and
signature were forged in connection with these
changes, prompting forensic analysis of the relevant
documents.

Investigators are also focusing on potential negligence
in project supervision, with Thai firms Forum Architect
and Meinhardt (Thailand) under scrutiny for their role
in the approval process. [Bangkok Post 4]

The second case revolves around the alleged use of
Thai nominee shareholders to circumvent the Foreign
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Business Act (1999), which restricts foreign ownership
in certain Thai companies. Zhang Chuanling, a Chinese
executive at China Railway No.10 (Thailand) Co Ltd
(CREQ), is at the center of this case. CREC, in
partnership with Italian-Thai Development Plc, formed
a joint venture to construct the new 30-story
headquarters for the SAO. Zhang holds 49 percent of
the company's shares, while three Thai nationals hold
the remaining 51 percent.

The Department of Special Investigation (DSI) has
issued arrest warrants for the three Thai nationals,
accusing them of acting as nominees and holding
shares on behalf of foreign interests, thereby violating
Thai laws on foreign ownership. Zhang has denied
these allegations, stating that he represents a state-
owned enterprise in China and was sent to invest in
Thailand.

Zhang has since been arrested and detained, with his
lawyer applying for bail, offering one million baht (USD
28,000) as surety. The DSI has not opposed the bail
request, as the maximum jail term for the charges is
less than 10 years, and the court is currently reviewing
the application. [Bangkok Post 5] [Bangkok Post 6]
[Bangkok Post 7]

Thailand: Senate panel pushes to raise
quake aid compensation after March
earthquake

(Im) A Senate committee on budgeting is pushing to
increase compensation for victims of the March 28
earthquake, which caused significant damage and loss
of life. The committee, chaired by Senator Alongkot
Worakee, discussed the compensation process for the
injured, deceased, and those whose properties were
damaged during the earthquake.

The Bangkok Metropolitan Administration (BMA)
reported receiving over 32,000 requests for support,
but only about 878 cases had been approved within
the 30-day deadline set by the Department of Disaster
Prevention and Mitigation. The slow pace of building
inspections has contributed to delays in processing
claims.

The Labour Ministry also reported that nearly 200
businesses in 23 provinces were affected by the
earthquake. One of the most devastating incidents was
the collapse of the under-construction State Audit
Office building in Chatuchak district, Bangkok, which
resulted in 47 confirmed deaths and eight injuries.
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The Senate committee raised concerns over the low
compensation amounts, with some victims receiving as
little as THB 70 to THB 300 (USD 2-9), which barely
covers the costs of paperwork. Current compensation
regulations, which were set in 2020, cap payments at
THB 49,500 (USD 1,380) per damaged home,
regardless of its market value. Victims have the option
to appeal, and unresolved appeals can be taken to
administrative courts.

In response, the committee plans to request additional
personnel from the Ministry of Interior and the Council
of Engineers to assist with building inspections in
Bangkok, as the current staff levels are insufficient to
handle the volume of claims. [Bangkok Post]

Thailand: Opposition People's Party vows
to press ahead with legal action against
premier

(Im) The opposition People's Party has vowed to
continue legal action against Prime Minister
Paetongtarn Shinawatra, describing the move as
"operation rubbing salt into the wound" after her easy
victory in a recent no-confidence vote in Parliament.
The opposition plans to pursue three cases of alleged
ethical misconduct, which were raised during the
recent debate.

The first case involves the prime minister's use of a
promissory note (PN) to acquire shares from her family
worth THB 4.43 billion (USD 124.8 million), which
should have been subject to THB 218.7 million (USD

6.1 million) in gift tax had the PN not been used
instead of the usual payment method. The opposition
party claims the lack of clarity on when and how the
payment would be made, along with unmentioned
interest on the deferred payment, suggests the PN was
a tactic to avoid paying the required gift tax.

In the second case, the People's Party is awaiting a
response from the Revenue Department to an inquiry
submitted on March 28, asking whether the use of the
PN by the prime minister was a deliberate attempt to
evade the gift tax.

The third case involves allegations related to the land
title deeds issued for four plots of land, which the
People's Party claims were illegitimately granted and
could not be legally transferred.

Finally, the People's Party has petitioned the National
Anti-Corruption Commission (NACC) to investigate the
the premier’s alleged failure to respond to questions
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regarding privileges given to her father, former Prime
Minister Thaksin Shinawatra, widely seen as the de
facto leader of the ruling Pheu Thai Party, during his
extended stay in a premium ward at the Police General
Hospital. [Bangkok Post]

Thailand: Constitutional Court hopeful
defends eligibility despite 2006 ballot
protest

(Im) Chaiyan Chaiyaporn, a 65-year-old political science
professor from Chulalongkorn University, has
submitted his candidacy for a seat on Thailand's
Constitutional Court, aiming to replace one of two
judges whose seven-year terms recently ended.
Chaiyan, who retired in 2024 but continues lecturing
on monarchy and Thai politics, insists his past
conviction for tearing up a ballot in the controversial
2006 general election does not legally bar him from
judicial appointment.

In 2014, the Supreme Court sentenced Chaiyan to a
two-month suspended jail term, fined him THB 2,000
(USD 60), and suspended his electoral rights for five
years. The punishment stemmed from his protest at a
polling station, where he destroyed his ballot to
denounce then-prime minister Thaksin Shinawatra'’s
dissolution of parliament, which Chaiyan viewed as
unconstitutional. He argues that this dissolution
occurred without any legislative misconduct, unlike
prior dissolutions triggered by executive-legislative
conflict.

Chaiyan now contends that he meets all eligibility
criteria for the position, as his electoral rights were
restored in 2019 and he never served jail time. He cited
Section 202(3) of the 2017 Constitution of Thailand,
which prohibits individuals from serving as
Constitutional Court judges if they have served a jail
sentence or had their electoral rights removed—but
does not bar those with suspended sentences or
restored rights.

Responding to criticism over his perceived royalist
leanings and alleged partisanship, Chaiyan denied
being either right- or left-wing. He maintains that his
commitment is to constitutional monarchy and
political impartiality. He further asserted his support
for public-oriented policies regardless of party origin,
citing approval of the 30-baht universal healthcare
scheme introduced by the Pheu Thai Party. [Bangkok
Post]
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Thailand: Anti-money laundering agency
to reinstate oversight policy on politicians
and senior officials

(Im) Thailand's Anti-Money Laundering Office (Amlo)
has announced plans to reinstate its policy targeting
politically exposed persons (PEPs), a measure
previously canceled in 2020 without public
explanation. The decision follows a petition by the Anti-
Corruption Organisation of Thailand (ACT), which called
for renewed scrutiny of high-ranking public figures
suspected of laundering illicit assets.

First introduced in 2013, the PEP measure requires
banks, investment consultants, gold shops, and other
financial service providers to report suspicious
transactions by individuals holding political status,
including ministers, senior judicial and military officers,
and expatriates residing in Thailand. The data collected
forms a digital trail that can be used as evidence in
money laundering investigations.

The measure is expected to return by mid-2025,
pending a supporting study. While the policy was in
place between 2013 and 2019, enforcement remained
limited, with ACT noting that reluctance by officials to
pursue politically sensitive cases undermined its
effectiveness.

The ACT has called for the PEP framework to operate in
parallel with asset declaration monitoring by the
National Anti-Corruption Commission and income tax
audits by the Revenue Department, forming a more
robust system against corruption.

The announcement comes amid Thailand'’s poor
showing in the Global Financial and Economic Crime
Outlook 2025, where it ranked among “Reactive
Reformers.” Scoring 2.53 on the Secretariat Economic
Crime Index, Thailand was identified as having weak
anti-crime frameworks and significant regulatory gap

s, placing it among 78 countries with elevated financial
crime risk. [Bangkok Post]

Thailand: Bhumjaithai expels MP Ekarat
Changlao over USD 12 million
embezzlement conviction

(Im) Thailand's Bhumjaithai Party, the second-largest
party in the ruling coalition government, has expelled a
sitting Member of Parliament, Ekarat Changlao, after
the Khon Kaen Provincial Court sentenced him to
nearly 13 years in prison for his role in the
embezzlement of THB 405 million (approximately USD
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12.15 million) from the Khon Kaen Teachers Savings
Cooperative.

Ekarat was convicted on five counts of embezzlement
and 21 counts of document forgery, receiving a
cumulative sentence of 13 years. The court halved the
sentence in light of his confession. He had already
returned THB 100.5 million (USD 3.01 million) in
installments between 2022 and 2024.

He was granted bail of THB 3 million (USD 90,000)
pending appeal and is barred from leaving the country.
The cooperative, which initiated the legal case in 2019,
plans to file a separate civil lawsuit to recover the
remaining losses.

The Bhumijaithai Party's executive board and MPs
unanimously approved the expulsion, citing a
recommendation by the party’'s ethics committee and
Ekarat’s failure to clarify the charges within the
required timeframe. The decision followed a formal
complaint submitted by 20 party members in Khon
Kaen in March.

Party leader Anutin Charnvirakul later confirmed that
the party sought Ekarat's departure to allow him
“political freedom,” while a spokeswoman noted that
he had disengaged from party activities since
September 2024 and had since been involved with the
Klatham Party. The party has formally notified the
Election Commission of the expulsion. [Bangkok Post
1] [Bangkok Post 2]

Thailand: Court drops SPCG case against
PEA over solar farm project

(Im) The Central Administrative Court has dismissed a
lawsuit filed by solar farm developer SPCG Plc, which
sought compensation of THB 3.7 billion (USD 104.7
million) from the state-run Provincial Electricity
Authority (PEA). SPCG's subsidiary, Set Energy, was
seeking compensation after its right to develop and
operate a solar farm, meant to supply power to the
PEA, was canceled.

The court ruled that Set Energy was not a signatory to
the power purchase agreement (PPA), and therefore,
could not legally request compensation for the
cancellation. SPCG and PEA's subsidiary, PEA Encom
International, jointly established Set Energy to develop
a solar farm in the Eastern Economic Corridor.
However, as Set Energy was not part of the PPA signed
between PEA and PEA Encom International in 2020, the
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company could not legally claim the rights to operate
the farm or request changes to the agreement.

The project, which was expected to produce at least
500 megawatts of power, faced delays when Set
Energy could not obtain the necessary license to
operate due to the lack of a signed PPA. Set Energy had
already made investments in land and development,
which led to its request for an extension to the
installation period. However, PEA rejected the request,
citing the company’s lack of contractual standing as a
PPA signatory.

In response, SPCG accused the PEA of abusing its
power, causing financial damage amounting to THB 3.7
billion (USD 104.7 million). Despite these claims, the
court ruled that the transfer of power production
rights to Set Energy was not legally valid, leading to the
dismissal of the case. [Bangkok Post]

Thailand: 15th arrest made in USD 480
million medical fraud case involving Dr
Boon Vanasin

(Im) Authorities have arrested a 39-year-old investment
broker, Kotchaporn Suwannakut, in connection with a
massive THB 16 billion (USD 480 million) medical
investment fraud case tied to Dr Boon Vanasin, the
founder of Thon Buri Healthcare Group. The arrest,
carried out after her return to Thailand, marks the 15th
out of 16 suspects detained so far.

The case involves allegations that Dr Boon solicited
funds from investors for healthcare ventures in
Thailand and overseas, leveraging his personal and
corporate reputation. According to the Department of
Special Investigation (DSI), more than 605 individuals
filed complaints claiming they were promised returns
that never materialized. The investments were
promoted through brokers who assured investors of
the credibility and profitability of the schemes.

Justice Minister Tawee Sodsong confirmed the arrest
and ongoing investigations. The DSI stated that two of
three suspects who had previously fled the country
have now been brought back, though details of their
return remain undisclosed. Dr Boon, the primary
suspect, is still being sought internationally. [Bangkok
Post]
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Thailand: Autopsy confirms prison suicide
of ex-police officer ‘Joe Ferrari’

(Im) The Ministry of Justice has confirmed that former
police colonel Thitisan Utthanaphon, widely known as
“Joe Ferrari,” died by suicide while serving a life
sentence for the torture-murder of a drug suspect. An
autopsy conducted by the Central Institute of Forensic
Science and King Chulalongkorn Memorial Hospital
determined that Thitisan died from asphyxiation
caused by self-inflicted hanging.

Thitisan, convicted in 2021 alongside five subordinates
for the suffocation death of a 24-year-old drug suspect
in Nakhon Sawan, was found dead in his cell at
Bangkok’s Klong Prem Central Prison on March 7.
Forensic investigators reported no signs of struggle or
external assault. The ligature mark and towel tied to
his cell door were consistent with suicide. Minor
bruises on his waist and back were unrelated to the
cause of death and estimated to be one to two weeks
old.

Toxicology reports revealed the presence of fluoxetine
(an antidepressant), 7-aminoclonazepam (a sedative),
and propranolol (used to manage blood pressure) in
his system.

Thitisan had served three and a half years of a life
sentence. The case attracted national attention due to
video evidence of the killing and Thitisan’s lavish
lifestyle, which earned him the nickname “Joe Ferrari”
because of his ownership of multiple luxury sports
cars. [Bangkok Post]

Thailand: Police uncover fake agricultural
firm behind gambling ring worth USD 96
million

(Im) Thai cybercrime authorities have dismantled a
major online gambling operation using a fictitious
agricultural trading company as a front to launder
money. The Cyber Crime Investigation Bureau (CCIB)
arrested six Thai nationals—five men and one woman
—during raids in Bangkok and Songkhla, linking them
to the illegal betting platform Fun586, which allegedly
processed more than THB 3.2 billion (USD 96 million) in
transactions.

According to CCIB chief Pol Lt Gen Trairong Phiewphan,
the suspects opened mule bank accounts and
registered a non-existent agricultural trading company,
which was listed at a modest row house. This shell
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entity was used to channel gambling funds through the
Thai banking system before being transferred to the
website's real operators—identified as two Chinese
nationals and one Indonesian.

Authorities have requested Interpol assistance to
apprehend the three foreign ringleaders. Arrest
warrants have also been issued for over 20 additional
Thai nationals and six foreigners—five Malaysians and
one Cambodian—believed to be involved in the
syndicate. [Bangkok Post]

Thailand: Police bust Indian-led
kidnapping gang targeting compatriots
with ransom scheme

(Im) Thai authorities have arrested seven foreign
nationals—six Indians and one Pakistani—for
operating a transnational kidnapping and extortion
ring that targeted fellow Indian citizens. The group
lured victims to Thailand under the guise of job
placements abroad, then abducted them and
demanded ransom payments from their families.

According to the Metropolitan Police Bureau, the
suspects posed as employment agents and convinced
their victims to remain temporarily in Bangkok to
process onward travel documents. Once isolated, the
victims were detained in a rented house and
threatened with violence if ransom payments of INR
2.5 million (approximately USD 26,000) per person
were not made.

The gang's scheme unraveled after one victim’s
disappearance was reported to Thai police, prompting
a coordinated investigation involving CCTV analysis,
immigration checks, and telecommunications data.
Officers located and arrested the ringleader in Chon
Buri province and rescued three Indian nationals from
a hideout in Samut Prakan. [Bangkok Post]

Thailand: Health Ministry to designate
three remote provinces as special medical
zones to combat medical staff crisis

(bk) Public Health Minister Somsak Thepsuthin
revealed that Bueng Kan (located in northeastern
Thailand), Mae Hong Son (a mountainous province in
the north), and Tak (bordering Myanmar) may soon be
designated as special medical zones to address
ongoing challenges in these regions, including rising
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medical staff resignations due to excessive workloads,
shortages, and increasing patient numbers in public
hospitals. In Mae Hong Son, the doctor-to-patient ratio
is 1:1,400, far above the WHO recommendation of
1:1,000.

In response, the Ministry of Public Health is working on
advancing the draft Public Health Officials Act, which
would grant the ministry more direct control over
recruitment, compensation, and benefits for medical
professionals. However, even if the bill is passed, it
could take up to two years for implementation.

To tackle the immediate manpower shortage, the
ministry is reviewing the criteria for designating special
medical zones and allocating medical training slots. If
approved, seven key measures will be implemented,
including reducing service periods for specialty
training, increasing the number of interns in
underserved areas, deploying specialists, expanding
telemedicine, and offering higher after-hours pay and
additional welfare support. The ministry also plans to
rotate specialists into provinces like Bueng Kan, which
lacks supervisors for medical interns. If the current
budgets prove insufficient, the ministry will seek
additional funding.

Looking ahead, the ministry aims to reduce doctors'
workloads by 30 percent within two years by
expanding the role of Village Health Volunteers and
using telemedicine to ease patient loads. [Thai
Engquirer]

Thailand: Digital Arrival Card mandatory
for all foreign arrivals from May 1

(bk) All foreign tourists planning to visit Thailand must
complete the Thailand Digital Arrival Card (TDAC), at
least three days before their arrival, for travel
beginning on May 1. That is, visitors arriving on May 1
must complete the TDAC by April 28. The TDAC is a
digital replacement for the traditional TM.6 paper
form, which has been suspended since last year.
Tourists can submit the TDAC online via the official
website or, in the near future, through a mobile app
available for Android and iOS devices.

The TDAC requires travelers to provide essential
information such as personal details, passport
information, travel itinerary, accommodation details,
and health status. After completing the form, travelers
will receive a confirmation email, which they must
present, along with their travel documents, upon
arrival in Thailand.
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It is important to note that the TDAC is not a visa; it is
merely a digital entry form designed to enhance
convenience and ensure compliance with international
standards. This new process will apply to all entry
routes, including land, sea, and air travel. The TDAC
form will be available in five languages: English,
Chinese, Korean, Russian, and Japanese. [Bangkok
Post]

Thailand: Electronic certificates of origin
to replace paper system for ASEAN FTAs
exports

(bk) From April 28, Thailand's Department of Foreign
Trade (DFT) will begin issuing electronic certificates of
origin (e-Form D) for exports under ASEAN free trade
agreements (FTAs), replacing the traditional paper-
based system. This initiative is part of Thailand's efforts
to streamline the export process and enhance trade
efficiency.

The e-Form D will be issued under the ASEAN Trade in
Goods Agreement (ATIGA) and will be processed
electronically through the DFT's Smart C/O system.
Once issued, these certificates will be transmitted via
both the National Single Window and the ASEAN Single
Window, which will facilitate faster customs clearance,
reduce the need for physical documents, and help cut
costs for exporters.

To apply for the e-Form D, exporters must first register
as users of the DFT Smart C/O system. While the new
electronic system is encouraged, exporters will still
have the option to print hard copies of the certificates.
Those who opt for the hard copy option will be
required to purchase the print paper from the DFT in
advance. [The Nation]

Thailand: Civil Code amended to outlaw
corporal punishment of children

(msz) Thailand has revised its Civil and Commercial
Code to explicitly ban all forms of corporal punishment
against children, closing a longstanding legal loophole
that permitted physical discipline under vague terms.
The amendment to Section 1567(2), published in the
Royal Gazette on March 24, now mandates that the
correction of children’s behavior must not involve
violence, psychological harm, or any inappropriate
actions.
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This change replaces language that previously allowed
punishment “in an appropriate manner for education,”
a phrase criticized for leaving room for abuse. Child
rights organizations have welcomed the amendment,
which aligns Thailand with its obligations under the
United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child,
ratified in 1992.

Although the Civil Code does not impose criminal
penalties, violators can still be charged under the Child
Protection Act of 2003. [Bangkok Post]

Thailand: Wrongfully jailed man sues
police after five-day detention for
attempted murder

(Im) Phuris Saitong, a 23-year-old from Nakhon Si
Thammarat, is taking legal action against the police
after being wrongfully detained for five days on
charges of attempted murder. He was arrested on
April 11 following a shooting that injured two
teenagers, despite having clear alibi evidence and no
physical resemblance to the suspect captured on CCTV.

Phuris and his family repeatedly submitted proof of his
innocence, including video evidence and testimony
from his wife and uncle, but local police initially
dismissed it. His uncle, a community leader, later
obtained crucial CCTV footage showing a much smaller
suspect, prompting police to reassess the case. Phuris
was released on April 16 after the court was asked to
drop the charges. [Bangkok Post]

Thailand: Government to introduce
revised bill to boost competitiveness of
film industry

(msz) Thailand’s Ministry of Culture is pushing a new
bill to amend the 2008 Film and Video Act, aiming to
boost the country’s global appeal as a filmmaking hub
by replacing licensing requirements with a streamlined
notification process. Under the proposed law,
production houses would no longer need government
permits but would instead notify the Thailand Film
Office of their filming plans.

The bill, already endorsed by the cabinet and the
National Film and Video Committee, is undergoing
urgent review by the Council of State. Culture Minister
Sudawan Wangsuphakijkosol said the reform would
replace top-down state censorship with content ratings
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handled by qualified private-sector professionals using
international standards.

The law also proposes the creation of two new bodies
—the National Film Industry Promotion Committee
and the Film Industry Council of Thailand—to promote
policy, offer incentives such as tax breaks, and
advocate for the sector. Only large commercial
cinemas would still need a permit, while smaller
screening venues would be exempt. The minister
described the reform as a shift "from control to
collaboration" in support of a competitive, creative
industry. [Bangkok Post]

Thailand: Cabinet appoints new central
bank chair and search for governor
continues

(Im) Thailand's cabinet on April 22 appointed Somchai
Sujjapongse, a government-backed candidate, as the
new chair of the Bank of Thailand's board. Somchai, a
former finance ministry permanent secretary, takes
the position following a failed attempt to appoint a
ruling Pheu Thai Party loyalist to the post last year.
Although the board chair does not directly influence
monetary policy, they play a significant role in selecting
the members of the monetary policy committee, which
includes the governor and two deputy governors.
[Channel NewsAsia]

The appointment of Somchai comes at a time when
the Ministry of Finance is also looking for a new central
bank governor to replace Sethaput Suthiwartnarueput,
whose five-year term is set to end on September 30,
2025. A selection committee led by former finance
permanent secretary Sathit Limpongpan has been
tasked with defining qualifications for the new
governor and establishing the application timeline. The
committee is required to submit two finalists to the
finance minister no later than 90 days before
Sethaput's term expires.

Sethaput, a former World Bank economist, will not
seek reappointment due to reaching the mandatory
retirement age of 60. His tenure has been marked by
policy disagreements with the Pheu Thai-led
government, particularly regarding interest rate policy
and opposition to the party's THB 450 billion (USD 13.5
billion) digital wallet scheme.

Several candidates are being considered for the role of
governor, including BoT deputy governor Roong
Mallikamas, fintech CEO Sutapa Amornvivat, economist
Santitarn Sathirathai, and Ekniti Nitithanprapas, head


https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-sddhhjk-l-tjy/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-sddhhjk-l-tjj/

of the finance ministry’s treasury department.
[Bangkok Post]

Thailand: Bank of Thailand to revise GDP
growth forecast downward amid global
trade war risks

(bk/Im) Thailand's economy is facing mounting
challenges as the Bank of Thailand (BOT) prepares to
revise its GDP growth forecast downward, due to the
risks associated with the ongoing US-led global trade
war. Originally projecting a 2.5 percent growth for
2025, the BOT is concerned about the potential
repercussions of US reciprocal tariffs.

While Thailand's financial market is relatively well-
positioned to withstand external pressures due to low
foreign debt and solid international reserves, the
country's export-oriented industries—particularly food,
machinery, automotive, electrical appliances, and
electronics—are vulnerable. These sectors account for
about 75 percent of Thailand's exports, and the
ongoing trade war has already slowed production and
investment. The impact of US tariffs on Thai exports is
expected to become more apparent in the second half
of 2025, with the extent of the fallout depending on
the number of Thai goods affected by the tariffs and
how other major economies respond to US trade
policies. [The Nation]

Meanwhile, Thailand’s banking sector reported
marginal profit growth for the first quarter of 2025,
with a combined net profit of THB 67.4 billion (USD 1.9
billion), reflecting a 4.96 percent year-on-year increase.
However, this growth was largely driven by a decrease
in net interest income (NII), aligned with a contraction
in loan portfolios. The six domestic systemically
important banks (D-SIBs) collectively reported a 2.1
percent year-on-year decline in their loan portfolios.
The largest drop in loans was recorded by
TMBThanachart Bank (ttb), which saw a 7.9 percent
decline, while other banks like Bangkok Bank (BBL) and
Siam Commercial Bank (SCB) also reported smaller
declines.

The subdued growth in the banking sector is attributed
to the broader economic slowdown, compounded by
the impact of the March 2025 earthquake on sectors
like tourism, real estate, and construction. The
economic challenges, including the effects of US
retaliatory trade tariffs and high household debt levels,
are expected to further strain Thailand’'s economic
growth for the year. Thai banks are taking a cautious
approach to new loan underwriting, with a focus on
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maintaining asset quality and optimizing risk-adjusted
returns. [Bangkok Post 1]

One of the notable challenges in the banking sector is
the rising mortgage rejection rate, which surged to 45
percent in the first quarter of 2025. Banks are urging
homebuyers to be more transparent and prepared
when applying for mortgages, as incomplete
applications, undisclosed debts, and lack of credit
history are key reasons for loan denials. The rejection
rate is particularly high for homes priced under THB 7
million (USD 210,000), where household debt burdens
exceed acceptable thresholds.

Despite these challenges, Thai banks are not tightening
lending criteria but are focusing on addressing
household debt, which remains a significant barrier to
loan approvals. Banks are also optimistic that easing
loan-to-value (LTV) limits and reductions in transfer
and mortgage fees will help stimulate demand in the
housing market throughout 2025. [Bangkok Post 2]

Thailand: EXIM Bank unveils relief
measures for SMEs impacted by U.S.
tariffs

(Im) Thailand is ramping up its efforts to shield its
economy from the effects of the United States’ recent
tariff policy under President Donald Trump, with both
financial support measures and institutional
assessments underway.

The Export-Import Bank of Thailand (EXIM Bank) has
introduced five targeted initiatives to support small
and medium-sized enterprises (SMEs), which are
among the most vulnerable to the new U.S. trade
measures. These measures include the creation of an
Export Clinic to offer debt relief of up to 365 days,
liquidity injections, and interest rate reductions.
Additional support includes strategic export guidance,
market diversification incentives, export credit
insurance covering up to 75 percent of non-payment
losses, and backing for Thai investment in the U.S. The
bank also committed to facilitating selective imports
from the U.S. in line with future government policy
directions.

According to the Office of Small and Medium
Enterprises Promotion, around 3,700 Thai SMEs could
be impacted by the tariff hikes, with potential export
losses projected at USD 7.6 billion. In 2024, Thailand's
total exports amounted to approximately USD 300
billion, with 18 percent (USD 54.96 billion) bound for
the U.S. market. [Bangkok Post 1]
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Meanwhile, the Public Debt Management Office
(PDMO) is closely monitoring the broader financial
implications of the tariff regime. Although Thailand has
so far been spared from direct tariff hikes, officials
warn that global investor sentiment and U.S. bond
market dynamics could spill over into Thai financial
markets. Jindarat Viriyataveekul, a public debt advisor
at the PDMO, noted that medium- to long-term U.S.
bond yields have risen due to investor fears of
stagflation, increasing borrowing costs for both the
U.S. government and private sector.

While the Thai government's debt portfolio is largely
insulated due to its fixed-rate composition, private Thai
firms could face tighter lending conditions if financial
institutions and bond markets grow more risk-averse.
Nonetheless, Thailand has experienced some benefit
from capital inflows amid a weakening U.S. dollar,
partially offsetting pressure on domestic bonds.
[Bangkok Post 2]

Thailand: Calls for new VAT refund
scheme amid declining tourist numbers
and retail sector challenges

(Im) The Thai Retailers Association (TRA) has urged the
government to introduce an instant VAT refund
scheme for tourists and establish a free-trade-zone
sandbox in popular tourist areas like Phuket to bolster
Thailand's status as a regional shopping hub. This
proposal comes as the retail industry grapples with a
slowdown in growth, reflected in a decline in the Retail
Business Confidence Index, a drop in consumer
spending, and a constrained export sector due to tariff
barriers. The retail sector's growth forecast for 2024-
2025 has been reduced to 3.4 percent, down from 5.9
percentin 2022-2023.

The TRA suggested a VAT refund scheme offering a 7
percent refund to tourists, with a minimum spending
threshold of THB 3,000 (USD 85.79) per day at a single
store. This proposal aligns with similar schemes
implemented in Chinese cities and aims to incentivize
higher spending. Additionally, the TRA has called for
reduced import duties on lifestyle products such as
fashion, cosmetics, and fragrances, particularly from
the United States, which could be tested through a
free-trade-zone "sandbox" in tourist destinations.
[Bangkok Post 1]

In parallel, the Tourism Authority of Thailand (TAT) has
been instructed to overhaul its 2025 tourism marketing
plan in response to declining tourist numbers,
particularly from key Asian markets such as China,
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Hong Kong, Taiwan, South Korea, and Vietnam, which
saw a 17 percent drop in the first quarter. Despite this,
the total number of international arrivals in the first
quarter grew by 2 percent year-on-year, with tourism
receipts rising 7 percent to THB 471 billion (USD 13.6
billion).

The TAT's revised strategy will focus on attracting high-
spending tourists from long-haul markets, such as
Sweden, Saudi Arabia, and the United Kingdom, which
have shown potential for higher spending per visitor
compared to short-haul markets. Efforts will include
offering tailor-made tour packages targeting segments
like medical tourism, where tourists typically book long
stays. The TAT will also adjust its performance
indicators to reflect these changes and may shift its
focus away from the Chinese market, which is
expected to experience a significant drop this year.
[Bangkok Post 1]

Thailand: Rubber farmers urge
government support as prices drop

(msz) Rubber farmers across Thailand are calling for
urgent government intervention following a sharp
decline in rubber prices, which have dropped from
nearly THB 70 (USD 2.10) per kilogram to THB 48-50
(USD 1.44-1.50) in recent weeks. The price collapse has
hit over five million rubber-farming households,
particularly in southern provinces such as Phatthalung,
Songkhla, Surat Thani, and Nakhon Si Thammarat.

According to the national network of rubber farmer
organizations under the Rubber Authority of Thailand
(RAQT), prices for all categories of rubber—including
smoked sheets, fresh latex, cup lumps, and scraps—
fell significantly on April 8, with reductions of up to THB
12 (USD 0.36) per kilogram in some regions. The
sudden drop has been attributed to global market
volatility, lingering effects of tariffs imposed by the
United States, and concerns among trading centers
about the risks of buying high and selling low amid
uncertainty.

Farmers have warned that they lack the capital to
stockpile rubber while waiting for more favorable
prices. In response, the rubber farmer network has
called on the government to launch a state-backed
stockpiling program and submitted a formal request
for support to several key ministries and agencies,
including the Ministry of Commerce, Ministry of
Agriculture and Cooperatives, the Rubber Authority of
Thailand, and the Revenue Department. [Bangkok
Post]
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Thailand: Government pushes for durian
export boost to China, seeks relaxation of
chemical screening

(Im) Thailand’'s Commerce Ministry is ramping up
efforts to expand durian exports to China, the
kingdom'’s largest market for the fruit, by asking
Chinese authorities to ease restrictions on chemical
contamination checks.

Commerce Minister Pichai Naripthaphan recently met
with China’s Consul-General in Thailand, Wu Zhiwu,
and Embassy Counsellor Zhang Xiaoxiao to discuss
measures that could streamline the export process.
During the meeting, Pichai presented the popular
monthong variety of Thai durians, which were
reportedly well received.

Pichai urged China to speed up customs clearance
during peak export seasons and to relax its stringent
screening requirements for durians deemed low-risk.
He proposed that reputable brokers known for clean
supply records could be subject to only random checks
rather than full inspections. This suggestion will be
forwarded to the Department of Agriculture for follow-

up.

To further boost sales, the Department of International
Trade Promotion (DITP) has also launched a digital
marketing campaign targeting Chinese consumers
through social media platforms and live-streaming
influencers. The campaign aims to showcase Thai
durians’ distinctive taste and quality to strengthen
consumer confidence.

In 2024, China accounted for 97.4 percent of Thailand's
total durian exports. Thai durian exports have become
a critical component of bilateral trade, although
concerns remain over foreign investment in orchards
via Thai proxies, particularly in provinces like
Chanthaburi. [Bangkok Post]

Thailand: Dispute between Nestlé and
Thai partner heads to court amid legal
and commercial standoff

(Im) The Min Buri Civil Court has scheduled a hearing
for June 20 in the ongoing legal battle between Nestlé
and its longtime Thai joint-venture partner, the
Mahagitsiri family, over control of the Nescafé
business in Thailand. The case centers on Quality
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Coffee Products Ltd (QCP), a 50-50 joint venture
between the two parties, which Nestlé unilaterally
terminated on December 31, 2024, with backing from
an international arbitration court.

The Mahagitsiri family, claiming Nestlé is seeking to
sideline Thai production and monopolize profits
through imports, secured a temporary injunction on
April 3 from the Min Buri Civil Court, halting Nestlé
from manufacturing, outsourcing, importing, or
distributing Nescafé products in Thailand. Nestlé has
appealed, arguing that the injunction negatively
impacts Thai supply chain partners, including farmers,
suppliers, and small businesses.

Nestlé has also petitioned for the case to be moved to
the Central Intellectual Property and International
Trade Court, asserting jurisdiction over trademark
rights. The Mahagitsiri family counters that this is a
stalling tactic and insists the case concerns broader
contractual and commercial issues, not trademark law.

The court has allowed the Mahagitsiri side to submit
counterarguments by April 23. While the jurisdictional
issue and injunction remain unresolved, Nestlé has
informed business partners that they may resume
Nescafé sales in Thailand, citing a ruling from the
intellectual property court affirming Nestlé's exclusive
trademark rights. [Bangkok Post]

Thailand: Ombudsman urges crackdown
on foreign proxy ownership in agriculture
and key sectors

(Im) Thailand's ombudsman Songsak Saicheua has
called on the government to intensify action against
the growing use of Thai proxies by foreign investors to
gain illegal control of businesses, particularly in the
agricultural sector. The practice, he warned,
undermines local livelihoods, reduces state revenue,
and poses risks of criminal activity and money
laundering.

The use of nominees is spreading across various
industries—including restaurants, transportation,
retail, wholesale, property, and construction—but
durian orchards in provinces like Chanthaburi,
Chumphon, and Trat have become a particular focus.
Foreign investors are allegedly acquiring farmland and
controlling entire supply chains, from cultivation to
logistics and wholesale markets.

Songsak urged the government to introduce a
dedicated law targeting foreign-controlled businesses
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operating under Thai nominees, including prison
sentences and fines proportionate to business size. He
also proposed the establishment of a national
committee chaired by the prime minister to lead
investigations into foreign-controlled land and trade,
while emphasizing the need to train Thai farmers to
resist proxy-based land acquisition schemes. [Bangkok
Post]

Thailand: Firms welcome EV tax break but
call for broader support to accelerate
transition

(Im) Thailand's new tax exemption on commercial
electric vehicles (EVs) has been welcomed by
businesses, but industry leaders are calling for
additional policies to fully support the country’s
transition to clean transport. The tax exemption,
approved in late March, offers corporate income tax
exemptions for companies investing in electric trucks
and buses—whether imported or locally assembled—
until December 31, 2025. This move supports the
government’s “30@30" policy, which aims to make EVs
at least 30 percent of total vehicle production by 2030,
with targets of 725,000 electric cars, 675,000 electric
motorcycles, and 34,000 electric trucks and buses.

Industry executives from companies such as Sharge
Management and EV distributor Elenergy see the policy
as an opportunity to attract Chinese EV manufacturers
and stimulate domestic assembly of heavy-duty
battery-powered vehicles. However, they highlight
existing regulatory and infrastructure challenges. Key
concerns include traffic laws that limit operating hours
for large trucks, which makes electric logistics vehicles
less viable due to long charging times. Companies are
also calling for an expanded charging network and the
inclusion of commercial EV operators in carbon credit
trading schemes to provide additional financial
incentives.

Despite these concerns, industry stakeholders stress
that a comprehensive ecosystem approach is
necessary for meeting Thailand's climate and industrial
goals. They argue that while tax incentives are a crucial
component, they should be part of a broader strategic
framework to accelerate the transition to clean
transport. [Bangkok Post 1]

Meanwhile, in a related development, China-based
automaker Great Wall Motor (GWM) has revised its
business strategy in Thailand. Originally focused on EV
production, the company is now shifting towards
increased production of diesel-powered cars at its
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Rayong plant. This decision is a response to domestic
and global economic uncertainties, including sluggish
automotive demand in Thailand and growing
international trade tensions.

GWM, which has invested THB 23 billion (USD 662
million) in developing EV and battery cell production
under Thailand's EV 3.0 incentive scheme, reported
that domestic EV sales have slowed due to tight
lending conditions and high household debt. In 2024,
car sales in Thailand dropped to a 14-year low of
572,675 units, while GWM sold 37,067 vehicles.

GWM International President Parker Shi noted that the
company plans to produce more diesel cars,
emphasizing their suitability for Southeast Asia’s
diverse terrain. At the Bangkok International Motor
Show, the diesel-powered “New GWM Tank 300 Diesel”
received over 300 bookings, signaling the company’s
intent to reintroduce internal combustion engine (ICE)
vehicles as part of its portfolio.

Despite GWM's ongoing commitment to fulfilling its
domestic EV production target of 14,000 units between
2024 and 2026, the company is balancing its
production with a mix of 60 percent EVs and hybrids
and 40 percent ICE vehicles. [Bangkok Post 2]

Thailand: BMTA to replace NGV buses with
EVs

(msz) The Bangkok Mass Transit Authority (BMTA) is
replacing its natural gas-powered (NGV) buses with
leased electric-powered (EV) air-conditioned buses to
promote cleaner energy. The first 500 air-conditioned
EV buses are expected in 2025 as part of an initial
phase to lease 1,520 EVs under a 7-year contract
(2025-2032) budgeted at THB 15.3 billion (around USD
458.8 million).

According to BMTA director Kittikan Chomdoung
Charuworapolkul, the updated plan was necessary to
clarify the rationale for switching to EV buses without
altering the original budget or project scope. While the
plan's core budget and scope remain unchanged, the
revision clarifies the rationale for adopting EVs.
However, review delays pushed back its cabinet
submission from March.

In addition to using cleaner energy, the move supports
BMTA's larger objective of retiring 60% of its
combustion-engine fleet (2,300 buses) by 2029.
Currently, the BMTA operates 2,884 buses - 1,520 non-
air-conditioned buses and 1,364 air-conditioned ones.
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The BMTA projects significant cost reductions in fuel
and maintenance by transitioning to EV buses, noting
their operating costs are only one-third of traditional
combustion-engine models. [Bangkok Post]

Thailand: Chinese interest in property
remains high despite safety concerns and
quake-induced caution

(Im) Wealthy Chinese buyers are increasingly favoring
Thailand over traditional markets like the United States
for high-end real estate, elevating the kingdom to the
top destination for Chinese property investors in 2024.
According to data from Juwai IQI, Thailand replaced the
U.S. as the top overseas housing market for Chinese
buyers of properties priced above USD 5 million,
driven by desires for lifestyle, schooling, and long-term
investment rather than emigration.

This growing interest is also reflected in actual
transaction volumes. Chinese nationals led foreign
condo purchases in Thailand in 2024, transferring
5,670 units worth THB 26.7 billion (USD 787 million),
followed by buyers from Myanmar and Russia. Yet, this
marked a decline from the 6,614 units worth THB 34.1
billion (USD 1 billion) in 2023, largely due to China’s
economic slowdown and renewed concerns over
safety.

Safety has become a focal issue, especially after the
high-profile kidnapping of a Chinese actor in Thailand
early in 2025 and revelations of scam operations
targeting Chinese nationals. These incidents, widely
circulated on Chinese social media, damaged
Thailand's image as a safe investment destination. In
response, real estate firms are adapting by offering
leasehold options for luxury houses priced above THB
30 million (USD 885,000) and aiming to double sales
from Chinese clients in 2025.

Compounding safety concerns is a shift in buyer
sentiment following the March 2025 earthquake. The
event heightened scrutiny of high-rise condo safety in
Bangkok, pushing buyers to assess developers not only
on structural quality but also on crisis response and
transparency. According to Colliers Thailand,
developers who quickly conducted safety inspections
and communicated openly with residents saw
enhanced brand credibility, while slower responses
eroded buyer trust.

This shift is expected to suppress the condo market in
the short term. Sales of new condos launched in
Bangkok during the second quarter of 2025 are
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forecast to fall below 30 percent, a level last seen
during pandemic-era lows. Despite a 72 percent year-
on-year rise in new condo supply in the first quarter,
average sales rates remained modest at 37 percent,
well below pre-pandemic averages of 60 to 70 percent.
[Bangkok Post 1] [Bangkok Post 2]

Thailand: SRT, ROCTEC join forces on
telecom upgrade

The State Railway of Thailand (SRT) has partnered with
ROCTEC Global Public Company Limited and other
consortium members to implement a high-speed fiber
optic telecommunications network across Thailand's
rail system. This initiative aims to improve safety,
operational efficiency, and passenger services while
supporting future high-speed rail expansion.

ROCTEC, with extensive experience in railway
infrastructure, will oversee the project’s design and
implementation. The system will include 3,000
kilometers of fiber optic cable, supporting bandwidth
for train communications, CCTV, VolIP, and
cybersecurity. A centralized Network Operations
Center will manage the system in real time.

Expected to be completed in two years, the project
aligns with Thailand's goals for digital transformation
and infrastructure growth. [Bangkok Post]

Thailand: AOT President rumored to step
down at April 23 board meeting

(bk) Kerati Kijmanawat, President of Airports of
Thailand (AOT), has officially submitted his resignation,
dated March 24, 2025, to take effect on April 24,
according to sources within AOT. His resignation letter
did not state a reason, but it comes amid political
pressure and speculation over his alleged association
with a political party. In fact, internal pressure on AOT's
management had been mounting since the company’s
controversial decision to allow King Power Duty Free
Company Limited (KPD), a major duty-free operator
and key business partner, to defer its Minimum Annual
Guarantee (MAG) payments. The MAG is a fixed annual
payment that a concessionaire agrees to pay to the
airport operator, regardless of actual sales or revenue
performance.

When approached for comment, Kerati confirmed he
was still serving in the role but declined to address the
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resignation rumors. All eyes are now turning to the
upcoming AOT board meeting scheduled for April 23,
where his resignation is expected to be accepted.

Kerati assumed the presidency in April 2023,
succeeding Nitinai Sirismatthakarn, whose term ended
on April 24 of that year. If Kerati were to serve his full
four-year term, he would remain in office until April
2027. [Isranews] [The Nation 1]

What had happened?

It all began back in February when the Stock Exchange
of Thailand (SET) sought clarification from AOT after
the company's stock price abruptly dropped by 13.76
percent on February 14, 2025, prompting concern
among investors. AOT's official responses to the SET
then shed light on what exactly had happened.

On August 26, 2024, KPD submitted a formal letter to
AOT requesting an 18-month deferral of MAG
payments originally due between August 2024 and July
2025. These payments relate to duty-free operations at
five major airports: Suvarnabhumi, Phuket, Chiang Mai,
Hat Yai, and Don Mueang. In its request, KPD cited
ongoing financial distress caused by the COVID-19
pandemic, which significantly reduced passenger
numbers, forced temporary shop closures, and caused
long-term revenue losses. Although operations
resumed, KPD continued to experience a slow recovery
due to ongoing economic uncertainty, restrained
consumer spending, and substantial investments
needed for infrastructure upgrades at key airports. The
company also faced limited access to new funding and
increasing financial obligations to banks and suppliers.
Consequently, KPD's revenues remained far below pre-
pandemic projections, and the company reported a net
loss of over THB 651 million (USD 20 million) in 2023,
with further losses continuing into 2024.

After reviewing KPD's financial records and prevailing
revenue levels, AOT acknowledged that the MAG terms
originally based on pre-pandemic forecasts no longer
align with actual business performance. Duty-free
spending per passenger remained lower than
anticipated. AOT accepted the legitimacy of KPD's
liquidity challenges and approved an 18-month
deferral of MAG payments due between September
2024 and February 2025. AOT considered this deferral
a contractual default and applied an interest penalty of
18 percent per year on the delayed payments.

According to AOT, KPD was not the only operator
facing difficulties. In 2024, more than 70 commercial
operators and airlines operating across AOT's six
airports reported similar liquidity problems. These
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businesses included duty-free shops, retailers, car
rental companies, airlines, and joint ventures. Many of
them requested various forms of relief, such as
payment deferrals, installment plans, contract
cancellations, or downsizing of operations.

In January 2025, AOT introduced a formal payment
relief program. Approved during the Board of
Directors' first meeting of 2025, held on January 22, the
program offers financially viable concessionaires and
airlines temporary deferral or installment payment
options to help ease their liquidity constraints.
Participants in the program are also required to pay
interest on deferred and installment amounts. The
interest rate is calculated based on the average
Minimum Loan Rate (MLR) plus a 2 percent margin.
KPD, as a participant in this relief program, then had its
interest penalty reduced from the annual rate of 18
percent to approximately 9 percent.

Once the equity market caught wind of what had
happened in mid-February 2025, AOT's stock price
experienced the abrupt drop and further plunged to a
five-year low following the release of the company's
earnings report which raised concerns about AOT's
financial discipline. Analysts pointed to two key issues:
the underperformance in profit-sharing relative to
increasing passenger numbers and rising receivables
from tenants like KPD, which owes about THB 4 billion
(USD 120 million) of the total THB 5 billion (USD 150
million) in outstanding payments. AOT reclassified
KPD’s debt as non-current trade debt, totaling THB 2.7
billion (USD 81 million).

While AOT affirmed that all participants in its relief
program, including KPD, must maintain valid
performance guarantees that fully cover both the
outstanding principal and the interest penalties, this
did little to alleviate public scrutiny over AOT's financial
management and its business relationship with KPD.
Adding to the controversy is the fact that Kerati
assumed the presidency of AOT, a government-owned
public company, during the tenure of former Transport
Minister Saksayam Chidchob from the Bhumijaithai
Party and that KPD is known to have close ties with the
party’s leadership. Some even questioned whether
AOT's actions disproportionately benefited KPD and
jeopardized the company's financial stability.

About Kerati

Kerati, who had been with AOT for many years, took
the office in April 2023 -- a period that coincided with
the global aviation and tourism industries' recovery
from the COVID-19 pandemic. Under his leadership,
AOT has pursued strategic shifts in its revenue model,



emphasizing the expansion of non-aeronautical
revenue streams to reduce the company’s reliance on
airline-related income. This shift in focus comes as a
response to ongoing global economic challenges and
the financial struggles of several of AOT's key business
partners. [Kaohoon, in Thai] [Thansettakij, in Thai]
[Matichon 1,.in Thai] [Matichon 2, in Thai]

AOT's major expansion projects underway

AOQT is undertaking a series of large-scale projects,
most notably the THB 100 billion (USD 3 billion)
expansion of Suvarnabhumi Airport aimed at boosting
annual passenger capacity to 150 million and
positioning it among the world's top 10 busiest airports
--in line with Thailand's strategy to become a leading
regional aviation hub.

One key project is the East Expansion of the main
terminal, with a THB 12 billion (USD 360 million)
budget. Bidding is set for May 2025, contractor
selection by July, and construction starting in
November, with completion expected in 2028. This
expansion will accommodate 15 million additional
passengers.

Furthermore, a master plan for a new South Terminal,
a fourth runway and an Automated People Mover
(APM) system, valued at THB 130 billion (USD 4 billion),
is under study. Construction is projected to begin in
2030 and finish by 2036, adding capacity for another
70 million passengers. The South Terminal will feature
a U-shaped design, two kilometers of curbside access,
and a 200,000-square-metre Mega Terminal with retail
and dining areas open to both passengers and the
public. The APM will link the new and existing
terminals. [The Nation 2]

What next?

If there is a change in AOT leadership following April 23
board meeting, the company will need to appoint an
acting president. According to internal procedures,
there are two likely routes: either selecting the most
senior deputy president to serve as interim, or
appointing someone from among the AOT board
members at the government's discretion. Current
attention centers on Wim Rungwatanachinda, a newly
appointed independent board director at AOT and a
member of Prime Minister Paetongtarn Shinawatra’s
working group, who is considered the frontrunner for
the acting position.

Wim joined the AOT board in February 2025 and holds
a law degree from Ramkhamhaeng University. He is
also a graduate of the National Defense College (NDC),
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Class 54. In addition to his role at AOT, Wim serves on
the boards of the State Railway of Thailand (SRT), PTT
Global Chemical (as an independent director and
governance/sustainability committee member), and is
an executive director at Winn Capital Co., Ltd.
[Isranews]

Thailand: Government to lift martial law
in Deep South despite ongoing violence

(msz) The Thai government has announced plans to lift
martial law in four districts within the southern
provinces of Pattani, Yala, and Narathiwat. This
decision follows a mobile cabinet meeting in Songkhla
on February 17-18, which acknowledged progress in
resolving the long-standing conflict in the region.
Defence Minister Phumtham Wechayachai confirmed
the move, emphasizing the government's intent to
foster stability through ongoing peace efforts.
Phumtham is scheduled to visit the affected provinces
on April 26-27 to consult with local business leaders,
officials, and security forces to help shape a new
strategy to address the unrest. However, final
decisions regarding the composition of a new peace
negotiation team are still pending, dependent on the
finalization of the government's strategy. [Bangkok
Post 1]

The move to lift martial law comes amid ongoing
violence in the region. On April 20, a coordinated series
of bomb and gun attacks in Narathiwat province left at
least 17 people injured. The attacks, which targeted
both security personnel and civilians in Muang and
Waeng districts, included a bombing outside a police
residence and a grenade-and-gun assault. In response,
the commander of the 4th Army Region, Lt. Gen. Paisal
Noosang, has ordered heightened security measures
in key areas, including urban and high-risk zones in
Muang and Sungai Kolok districts. [Bangkok Post 2]

Thailand: New law targets data thieves
with harsh penalties

(msz/Im/acs) Thailand has introduced a new
cybercrime law aimed at preventing the misuse of
personal data, which took effect on April 13. The Royal
Decree on Measures for the Prevention and
Suppression of Cybercrime BE 2568 (2025) focuses on
protecting personal data, with strict penalties for
violators. Individuals who share personal data without
consent face up to one year in prison and fines of up to
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THB 100,000 (USD 2,800). Those involved in buying or
selling such data could face up to five years in prison
and fines up to THB 500,000 (USD 14,000).

The law also targets online fraud and scams, such as
call center gangs, by giving authorities the power to act
swiftly against those exploiting personal information.
The law strengthens the existing Personal Data
Protection Act (PDPA) and includes measures to
protect data from deceased individuals. The PDPC
(Personal Data Protection Committee) has set up the
PDPC Eagle Eye center to monitor and address data
breaches in real-time, working with the Cyber Police's
Cyber Eye Centre. [Bangkok Post 1]

In parallel with the new law, Thailand is intensifying
efforts to crack down on online fraud and illicit
activities. Between January and March 2025, the Anti-
Online Crime Operation Centre (AOC 1441) suspended
135,279 mule bank accounts and arrested 869
suspects involved in online crimes. This crackdown
follows the launch of the AOC in November 2023,
which has led to the closure of over 580,000 mule
accounts and the arrest of over 5,300 suspects. [Thai
PBS World]

To bolster these efforts, the Royal Thai Police have also
adopted advanced digital forensic tools from Israeli
firm Cellebrite. The tools, which are widely used by
global law enforcement agencies, help Thai authorities
extract and analyze mobile data to combat cybercrime,
including call center scams, online exploitation, and
child trafficking. More than 100 officers across 16 units
have received training in digital forensics, with 20
officers certified as professional users. [Bangkok Post
2]

Thailand: Army sees nearly 40,000
volunteers during 2025 recruitment cycle

(msz) The Royal Thai Army (RTA) has reported strong
voluntary participation in its 2025 military recruitment
cycle, with 39,389 men joining the army without
conscription—representing 57.78 percent of its total
requirement of 68,166 soldiers. The voluntary recruits
included those who enrolled in person during the April
1-12 selection period, extended their active duty, or
signed up via the army’s online enlistment program.

Across all three branches of the armed forces—the
army, navy, and air force—a total of 46,623 men
volunteered for service, accounting for 52.83 percent
of the combined requirement of 88,255 personnel.
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Army officials credited the high voluntary rate to public
engagement, logistical improvements, and a
transparent recruitment process. Measures included
the introduction of a “Fast Lane” system for those with
medical conditions or special status, as well as support
centers and public information booths at recruitment
sites. [Bangkok Post]

Thailand: Over 13 million meth pills seized
in North in two operations

(Im) Authorities in northern Thailand have seized over
13 million methamphetamine pills in two separate
operations against drug smugglers. The operations,
announced in a press conference led by Justice
Minister Pol Col Tawee Sodsong and deputy national
police chief Pol Gen Prachuap Wongsuk, resulted in
significant drug busts in Chiang Mai and Chiang Rai
provinces. Pol Col Tawee revealed that the majority of
the seized pills featured the logo "Y1" and were likely
destined for distribution in the south of Thailand.
[Bangkok Post]

Thailand: Civil groups urge action as toxic
pollution spreads in northern rivers

(Im) Civil society groups and academics in Chiang Rai
and Chiang Mai have issued an urgent appeal to Prime
Minister Paetongtarn Shinawatra, warning of severe
pollution in the Kok and Sai rivers, which flow into
northern Thailand from Myanmar’s Shan State. The
rivers, vital for over 1.2 million residents, are reported
to be contaminated with sediment, heavy metals, lead,
arsenic, and cyanide—linked to unregulated upstream
mining.

Despite repeated warnings and evidence, including
satellite images showing extensive land excavation
near the Myanmar border, campaigners say no cross-
border environmental response has been initiated. The
Pollution Control Department previously identified 14
high-risk mining zones in 2023, five of which are near
the affected waterways.

Public concerns have deepened since flash floods and
landslides devastated river communities in September
2024, with recovery efforts still lacking and the rainy
season approaching. Experts and civil society leaders
are urging Thailand to pursue environmental
diplomacy, particularly as regional leaders, including
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the Malaysian prime minister, meet Myanmar’s junta
leader Min Aung Hlaing in Thailand.

The Environmental and Pollution Control Office
recently warned against direct contact with the rivers
due to toxic contamination, while the Provincial
Waterworks Authority insists tap water remains safe.
However, trust in government assurances is eroding
amid fears of long-term ecological and health damage.
Activists argue that without decisive government
intervention, the transboundary pollution crisis will
continue to harm both ecosystems and livelihoods.
[Bangkok Post]

Timor-Leste: Parliament amends judicial
organisation law to enable Supreme Court
installation

(Im) On April 16, the National Parliament of Timor-
Leste approved a key amendment to the Law on
Judicial Organisation (Law no. 25/2021) to facilitate the
full establishment of the Supreme Court of Justice. The
amendment passed with 39 votes in favor, 18 against,
and one abstention.

Originally, the law required the Supreme Court to be
operational within 30 months of enactment. However,
delays in recruiting and selecting judges led to a
missed deadline. The amendment extends the
timeframe, ensuring the Recruitment and Selection
Commission can complete the process with the
necessary rigor and impartiality.

Additionally, the amendment provides clarity on the
transitional regime for judges and staff moving from
the current Court of Appeal to the restructured
appellate court. It also allows the President of the
Republic to appoint a provisional president for the new
Court of Appeal, with a four-year term, until the
Supreme Court and related higher courts are formally
installed.

This reform is part of the 9th Constitutional
Government's broader effort to strengthen democratic
institutions by ensuring an independent, efficient, and
accessible justice system across Timor-Leste.
[Government of Timor-Leste]

Vietnam: Party chief outlines goals for
2045 high-income status and green
transition
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(Im) At the 4th P4G Summit held in Hanoi on April 16,
Vietnamese Party General Secretary To Lam reiterated
the country's long-term development objectives,
emphasizing Vietnam's goal to become a high-income,
developed socialist nation by 2045. This ambition was
first officially outlined during the 13th National Party
Congress in 2021, aiming for a GDP per capita of USD
18,000 by 2045. Achieving this would require sustained
growth of approximately 7 percent annually over the
next 25 years.

Lam highlighted that Vietnam's development strategy
must be rooted in sustainability, inclusiveness, and
harmony, ensuring that rapid growth aligns with
cultural preservation, social equity, environmental
protection, and climate adaptation. He underscored
the critical role of science, technology, innovation, and
digital transformation in driving Vietnam's progress.
The Party chief also reaffirmed the country's
commitment to green transition goals, aligning with
international initiatives such as the Paris Agreement
and the Just Energy Transition Partnership (JETP).

As part of this green growth vision, Vietnam is focused
on building robust green institutions, advancing
renewable energy, and promoting sustainable
economic practices. Lam stressed that while Vietham
faces challenges such as financial resources,
technology access, and climate resilience, the nation is
determined to pursue strategic breakthroughs that
balance rapid growth with sustainability. Vietnam's
commitment to the SDGs, net-zero emissions by 2050,
and strengthening multilateral cooperation was
emphasized during the summit, positioning the
country as a responsible leader in the global green
transition. [The Investor]

Vietnam: Tycoon’s sentence reduced on
appeal; death penalty upheld for
embezzlement of USD 27 billion

(Im) Vietnamese property tycoon Truong My Lan, who
was initially sentenced to life imprisonment in a USD
17 billion money laundering case, had her sentence
reduced to 30 years on appeal on April 21. However,
her death sentence for a separate embezzlement case,
involving the misappropriation of USD 27 billion from
Saigon Commercial Bank (SCB), was upheld by the
court.

Lan, the 69-year-old former chairwoman of Van Thinh

Phat Group, was convicted in relation to a scandal that
is considered the most severe in Vietnam'’s history. The
embezzled amount, USD 27 billion (approximately VND
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692 trillion), accounted for around 6 percent of
Vietnam's 2023 GDP. Despite the reductions in some
charges, Lan remains subject to execution for the SCB
embezzlement case.

The appellate court also reduced Lan's sentence for
bond fraud, a case involving the misappropriation of
over VND 30 trillion (USD 1.18 billion) from
bondholders, affecting more than 42,000 victims. Her
life sentence in this case was reduced to 20 years. The
court also upheld other sentences: 12 years for money
laundering and 8 years for illegal currency transport.

In her final statement before the court, Lan described
the events as an "accident" and expressed her efforts
to resolve the issues related to her projects and
properties. The Vietnamese court determined that
although she officially owned only 5 percent of SCB
shares, Lan controlled more than 90 percent of the
bank through a network of family members, friends,
and associates.

Lan has pledged to return at least 75 percent of the
embezzled funds and cooperate with authorities in
exchange for the possibility of avoiding the death
penalty. Authorities have already confiscated VND 8.6
trillion (USD 335.4 million) in assets and expect to
recover another VND 15 trillion (USD 584.5 million)
through liquidation. Lan also owns VND 21 trillion (USD
818.7 million) in securities, and a special central
committee has been formed to oversee asset recovery
and victim compensation efforts.

Lan's case is part of Vietnam'’s broader anti-corruption
campaign, which has been intensifying since 2021. The
scandal has highlighted years of regulatory failure by
oversight agencies such as the State Bank of Vietnam
and the State Securities Commission under the
Ministry of Finance. [Viet Nam News] [Asia News
Network]

Vietnam: Former deputy minister stands
trial over alleged position abuse

(Im) Former Deputy Minister of Industry and Trade
Hoang Quoc Vuong, who also previously chaired the
Vietnam Electricity Group (EVN), appeared in court on
April 21 to face charges of abusing his official position.
The trial, held at the Hanoi People’s Court, centers on
allegations that Vuong unlawfully influenced energy
pricing decisions, resulting in financial losses exceeding
USD 40.1 million (VND 1 trillion) to the state-owned
utility group.
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Vuong, along with eleven other defendants—including
Phuong Hoang Kim, former Director General of the
Department of Electricity and Renewable Energy—is
accused of abuse of power or negligence causing
serious consequences.

According to the indictment, while overseeing the
Department of Electricity and Renewable Energy
between August 2018 and April 2020, Vuong allegedly
accepted a bribe of VND 1.5 billion (USD 57,900) from
Nguyen Tam Thinh, chairman of the Trung Nam -
Thuan Nam Solar Power Company. Prosecutors claim
Vuong then instructed his department to draft
Decision No. 13/2020 in a way that improperly
expanded eligibility for a preferential electricity tariff of
9.35 US cents per kilowatt-hour.

The approval of the preferential rate enabled EVN to
purchase electricity from the Trung Nam - Thuan Nam
solar project and another plant at an inflated cost,
leading to total payments of over VND 4 trillion (USD
154 million). Authorities estimate more than VND 1
trillion (USD 40.1 million) of that sum constitutes losses
stemming from the unlawful pricing mechanism. [Viet
Nam News]

Vietnam: Draft law proposes to double
penalties for employers evading worker
insurance

(Im) Vietnam’s Ministry of Public Security has proposed
significant amendments to the Penal Code aimed at
strengthening penalties for evading compulsory
insurance contributions for employees. The draft law,
which will be reviewed by the National Assembly in
October 2025, seeks to amend Article 216 to double
fines and extend jail terms for violations involving
social insurance, health insurance, and unemployment
insurance.

Under the proposed changes, individuals who fail to
fulfill mandatory insurance obligations for six months
or more—after previously being administratively
penalized—could face fines ranging from VND 100
million to VND 400 million (USD 4,000 to USD 16,000),
doubling the current range. Depending on the severity
of the case, offenders could also face up to one year of
non-custodial reform or imprisonment of three
months to one year.

More serious cases, such as evading between VND 600
million and VND 2 billion (USD 24,000 to USD 80,000)
or involving 50 to 200 workers, would carry penalties of
VND 400 million to VND 1 billion (USD 16,000 to USD
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40,000) and jail terms of six months to three years. The
gravest offenses—evasion exceeding VND 2 billion or
impacting 200 or more workers—would carry prison
terms of two to seven years and fines of up to VND 2
billion (USD 80,000).

Corporate entities could be fined up to VND 6 billion
(USD 240,000) for the most severe violations, again
doubling current penalty levels.

The proposal follows mounting concerns over
widespread non-compliance with insurance obligations
by employers. While Article 216 of the Penal Code
(amended in 2017) already criminalizes such conduct,
enforcement has been limited. The revised law would
complement existing provisions under the 2014 Social
Insurance Law and Decree 12/2022, which currently
impose administrative fines of up to VND 150 million
(USD 6,000) for businesses. [Viet Nam News]

Vietnam: Crackdown on dissent
intensifies under ‘Infringing of State
Interests’ law

(Im) The Vietnamese government has intensified its
crackdown on dissent, punishing individuals simply for
raising concerns or complaints about government
policies or local officials, according to Human Rights
Watch. The authorities have increasingly used Article
331 of the penal code, the "infringing of state interests"
law, to target those using social media to raise issues
such as religious freedom, land rights, corruption, and
police abuse. The law, initially used to silence human
rights activists, is now being applied to ordinary
citizens, resulting in harsh prison sentences.

Between 2018 and February 2025, Vietnamese courts
convicted at least 124 people under Article 331, a
significant rise from the previous six-year period when
only 28 people were convicted. Those sentenced under
this law include bloggers, human rights activists, and
even ordinary citizens expressing dissatisfaction with
government actions. In one high-profile case, Dao Ba
Cuong, an ironworker from Phu Yen province, was
sentenced to two years in prison in December 2023
after protesting the death of his son in police custody.

Other individuals sentenced under Article 331 include
Vu Thi Kim Hoang, who was sentenced to two years
and six months in prison for allowing her partner to
use her laptop to discuss political issues online, and
Danh Minh Quang, an ethnic Khmer, who received a
prison sentence for complaining about discrimination
against the Khmer people. Le Minh The, a critic of
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corruption and land rights issues, was sentenced to
two years in prison after being previously jailed for
voicing similar opinions.

Human Rights Watch emphasizes that the increasing
use of Article 331 reflects Vietnam'’s broader strategy
to stifle dissent, undermining the country's
international reputation despite its membership in the
United Nations Human Rights Council. The
organization urges international trade partners and
donors to publicly call for the immediate release of
individuals detained for peacefully expressing their
opinions online and for the repeal of the “infringing of
state interests” law. [Human Rights Watch]

Vietham: Nuclear power reintroduced in
USD 136 billion energy plan

(cmc) Vietnam has unveiled an ambitious update to its
national power plan, aiming to raise its total installed
generation capacity to between 183 and 236 gigawatts
by 2030—more than doubling the current level of over
80 gigawatts. The plan, which requires a total
investment of USD 136.3 billion by 2030, marks a
strategic shift toward renewable and nuclear energy to
meet surging electricity demand and reduce
dependence on coal.

A key development is Vietnam's decision to revive its
nuclear power ambitions, which were suspended in
2016 due to post-Fukushima safety concerns and fiscal
constraints. The first nuclear plants, with a combined
capacity of up to 6.4 gigawatts, are now scheduled to
come online between 2030 and 2035. By mid-century,
nuclear capacity could rise by another 8 gigawatts. The
government has expressed interest in small modular
reactors and is in talks with foreign partners, including
Russia, Japan, South Korea, France, and the United
States. Korea Electric Power Corp recently signaled
interest, with Russian and Japanese contractors
reportedly being prioritized.

In the renewable sector, solar energy is projected to
account for 25.3 to 31.1 percent of total capacity by
2030, up from 23.8 percent in 2020. Onshore and
nearshore wind is set to grow from negligible levels to
14.2 to 16.1 percent, while offshore wind is targeted at
6 to 17 gigawatts between 2030 and 2035—although
no offshore projects have yet been built.

Coal's share in total capacity is expected to decline to
13.1 to 16.9 percent, down from roughly one-third in
2020, while liquefied natural gas (LNG) will account for
9.5 to 12.3 percent, up from zero in the current base.
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The updated power plan underscores Vietnam'’s dual
goals of achieving sustainable energy security and
attracting foreign investment, amid growing concerns
over policy stability—especially after authorities
indicated potential retroactive changes to feed-in
tariffs for solar and wind projects. [Reuters]

However, the renewed focus on nuclear energy has
drawn criticism. Experts have raised concerns about
the high costs, long development timelines, and the
challenges of safely managing nuclear waste.
Additionally, the reliance on a limited number of
technology suppliers, particularly from countries like
Russia, raises questions about energy independence
and geopolitical risks. The shortage of skilled
professionals in the nuclear sector further complicates
the feasibility of Vietnam’s ambitious nuclear plans.
[Associated Press]

Vietnam: South Korea’s SK Group eyes
USD 2.15 billion LNG power project in
Nghe An

(Im) South Korea's SK Group has expressed interest in
Vietnam's Quynh Lap liquefied natural gas (LNG) power
project in Nghe An Province, a major component of the
country’s national strategy to increase LNG thermal
power capacity to 22,400 megawatts by 2030. The
project, located in Quynh Lap Commune, Hoang Mai
Town, is one of 14 national priority energy
developments and is estimated to cost USD 2.15 billion
(VND 54.7 trillion).

Spanning 210 to 360 hectares, the planned facility will
include a 1,500-megawatt LNG power plant, gas
storage, a receiving port capable of handling ships up
to 100,000 DWT, a breakwater, and associated
infrastructure. LNG consumption is projected at 1.15
million tons annually, with commercial operations
expected before 2030.

During an April 15 visit, SK Group—a global
conglomerate with a market capitalization near USD
200 billion—presented its broader industrial
investment plans for Vietnam'’s North Central region,
focusing on clean energy and high-tech industries.
Already active in Vietnam through significant stakes in
Vingroup, Masan, and Imexpharm, SK Group is looking
to expand further in energy, logistics, and technology.

Nghe An officials emphasized the province's high
energy demand and affirmed their readiness to
support the project. A dedicated task force has been
established to assist investors and ensure smooth
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implementation. Other interested entities include
PetroVietnam Power (PV Power), Sumitomo Group,
and Nghe An Sugar, indicating strong domestic and
international interest in the project. [Viet Nam News]

Vietnam: Tariff cuts welcomed, but LNG
needs policy reforms, experts say

(Im) Vietnam's recent reduction in the preferential
import tariff on liquefied natural gas (LNG) from 5
percent to 2 percent has been hailed by industry
experts as a positive move toward supporting cleaner,
more sustainable energy sources. This reduction is
seen as a strong signal to investors in the LNG value
chain, including importers like PV GAS and LNG-fired
power plant developers such as PV Power.

The tariff cut comes at a crucial time. Vietnam's
National Power Development Plan VIl targets the
development of 23 gas-fired power projects by 2030,
including 13 using imported LNG, with an expected
total capacity of 22,400 MW. These projects are vital for
national energy security and for meeting Vietnam'’s Net
Zero commitment by 2050. So far, only one LNG
project, the Nhon Trach 3 plant developed by PV
Power, has connected to the national grid, reaching a
50 MW capacity milestone in February 2025. The plant
is expected to enter full commercial operation in July,
with the companion Nhon Trach 4 plant nearing
completion.

To secure a long-term LNG supply, PV GAS and PV
Power recently signed a 25-year contract for the Nhon
Trach 3 and 4 plants. However, experts argue that for
the LNG sector to thrive, a comprehensive,
synchronized policy framework covering investment,
infrastructure, pricing, and regulation is needed. Issues
such as the lack of a volume offtake mechanism,
unclear LNG-to-electricity pricing rules, and regulatory
gaps remain obstacles to project financing and
commercial negotiations. Foreign lenders are hesitant
to support LNG projects due to their novelty in
Vietnam, and the financing of such projects depends
on securing key conditions, including minimum output
guarantees and long-term power purchase
agreements (PPAs).

Petrovietnam has warned that without these
agreements, LNG power projects will struggle to secure
funding, as LNG from long-term contracts is
significantly cheaper than short-term supply. The
Vietnamese government is encouraged to address
these issues to ensure the continued growth of the
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LNG sector and secure affordable energy for power
generation and industrial use. [Viet Nam News]

Vietnam: Central bank preparing
restructuring plan for troubled lender SCB

(cmc) Vietnam'’s central bank is finalizing a
restructuring plan for the Saigon Joint Stock
Commercial Bank (SCB), which has been at the center
of the country’s largest financial fraud. The
restructuring proposal is based on a plan from an
unspecified investor. Last month, property developer
Sun Group proposed a rescue plan for SCB, which
included reimbursing nearly USD 26 billion injected by
the central bank into the bank since October 2022,
following a run on SCB's deposits.

The central bank has drafted a report on this rescue
plan, which is subject to changes after review by
relevant state bodies. The timeframe for submitting
the final plan remains unclear. Sun Group was
appointed by the central bank to help prepare the
restructuring plan. Neither the central bank nor SCB,
nor Sun Group, immediately responded to requests for
comment.

SCB has been under the supervision of the State Bank
of Vietnam following the arrest of real estate tycoon
Truong My Lan in October 2022. Lan was sentenced to
death for her role in siphoning off billions of dollars in
loans from SCB through shell companies she
controlled. In a separate trial for money laundering
and illegal corporate bond issuance, Lan's life sentence
was recently reduced to 30 years on appeal.

Since the deposit run, SCB has relied on cash injections
from the central bank to cover withdrawals. Despite
restrictions, including a 30 percent foreign ownership
cap on Vietnamese banks, the central bank and
government have repeatedly sought help from private
sector investors, particularly foreign ones, to assist
with the restructuring efforts. [Reuters]

Vietnam: Exporters grapple with U.S. tariff
uncertainty amid efforts to combat fraud

(cmc) Vietnam's trade ministry has issued a directive to
combat the illegal transshipment of goods, particularly
aimed at avoiding the imposition of steep U.S. tariffs.
The directive, effective from April 15, highlights
concerns that trade fraud could increase amid
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escalating tensions caused by U.S. tariffs. It stresses
that failure to prevent fraud could complicate efforts to
avoid sanctions on imported goods. While the directive
did not specify the countries from which
transshipment fraud might originate, it is significant
that Vietnam imports nearly 40 percent of its goods
from China, with the U.S. having previously accused
Beijing of using Southeast Asia, including Vietnam, as a
transshipment hub to bypass U.S. duties. [Channel
NewsAsia]

The U.S. administration, under President Donald
Trump, imposed a 46 percent "reciprocal” tariff on
Vietnamese imports, which is currently paused until
July. Should the tariffs be re-imposed, they would
severely disrupt Vietnam’s export-driven economy,
which relies heavily on exports to the U.S. and large
foreign investments. The Vietnamese government is
taking steps to mitigate these risks, focusing on stricter
controls over the origin of goods, especially raw
materials used for production and export. The
directive calls for closer supervision of factories and
monitoring the issuance of "Made in Vietnam" labels,
particularly for companies experiencing a sudden rise
in certificate of origin applications. [Viet Nam News 1]
[Reuters 1]

In a bid to strengthen its economic relationship with
the U.S., Vietham enacted a sweeping reduction in
import tariffs on a wide range of U.S. products as of
March 31. U.S. agricultural exports to Vietnam,
including cotton, soybeans, and tree nuts, amounted
to approximately USD 3.4 billion in 2024. Meanwhile,
Vietnam's imports of U.S. fruits and vegetables rose by
64 percent, reaching USD 550 million, signaling strong
demand despite previous tariff barriers. [Viet Nam
News 2]

Parallel to these efforts, the Vietnamese government is
actively working to diversify its export markets for
agricultural, forestry, and aquatic products. The
Ministry of Agriculture and Environment and the
Ministry of Industry and Trade have identified this
diversification as a strategic response to the
vulnerability created by over-reliance on traditional
partners like the United States and China. While
Southeast Asia remains a vital destination, with the
Philippines importing about 3.6 million tons of
Vietnamese rice in 2024, other regions are gaining
importance. The European Union has become
Vietnam's third-largest export market following the
implementation of the EU-Vietnam Free Trade
Agreement, which has provided preferential tariff
access for rice, seafood, and coffee. In 2024, Vietnam'’s
exports to the EU totaled USD 51.7 billion, marking an
18.5 percent increase from the previous year.
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Japan and South Korea also continue to be key
partners, especially for high-quality imports such as
tropical fruits, coffee, rice, and pepper. The
government is now placing greater emphasis on
emerging markets including India, the Middle East,
Africa, and Latin America. India, with its population
nearing 1.4 billion, represents an underexploited
opportunity, particularly for exports such as dragon
fruit. At the same time, the growing demand for Halal-
certified products in Islamic countries has prompted
Vietnamese officials to push for certification in key
sectors such as seafood, processed food, and rice.
Vietnamese tuna and pangasius already account for a
notable share of seafood imports in Middle Eastern
countries like Saudi Arabia, the UAE, Qatar, and Israel.
[Viet Nam News 3]

Amid this volatile trade environment, Vietnamese
exporters are grappling with the uncertainty
surrounding U.S. tariffs. Some manufacturers, such as
Pegatron and Samsung, are ramping up production to
ship goods to the U.S. before the potential re-
imposition of duties. However, other sectors, including
garment, footwear, and agricultural exports, have been
forced to scale back operations due to canceled orders
and reduced demand. Reports from logistics firms and
industry executives indicate that many companies are
considering workforce reductions or operational
downsizing. A recent survey by the European Chamber
of Commerce confirmed these concerns, highlighting
the pressure faced by companies. [Reuters 2]

Vietham: Government to launch early
warning system to counter foreign trade
defense measures

(hn) Vietnam’s Ministry of Industry and Trade (MolT)
has been tasked with developing and operating an
early warning system to detect potential trade defense
lawsuits initiated by foreign governments against
Vietnamese exports. The move is part of the newly
issued Decree 86/2025/ND-CP, which provides detailed
guidance on the implementation of trade defense
provisions under the Law on Foreign Trade
Management.

The early warning system aims to provide timely alerts
to businesses and industry associations, enabling them
to proactively respond to anti-dumping, countervailing,
and safeguard measures imposed on Vietnamese
goods abroad. Under the new framework, the MolT will
monitor international trade patterns and coordinate
with relevant ministries and stakeholders to assess
legal risks and prepare appropriate defense strategies.
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Where warranted, the MolT may initiate retaliatory
legal action on behalf of Viethamese exporters,
following Article 76 of the Law. The Prime Minister will
ultimately decide whether to approve such lawsuits.
Relevant ministries and agencies are required to
provide their feedback within 10 days of receiving a
request from the MolT.

The Ministry of Finance will ensure funding to support
exporters involved in such proceedings, in line with
Vietnam'’s commitments under international trade
agreements. The decree also outlines procedures for
applying and reviewing trade remedies, determining
injury to domestic industries, and countering
circumvention of existing measures. [Viet Nam News]

Vietham: WB, ADB provide loans, grants
worth USD 400 million for three projects

(hn) On April 16, Vietnam's government signed loan
and grant agreements worth a combined USD 400
million with the World Bank (WB) and the Asian
Development Bank (ADB) for three socio-economic
development projects in central and southern Vietnam.

The largest project focuses on improving water
environments in Binh Duong Province, with a total
investment of VND 7.2 trillion (USD 230.76 million). The
project, funded primarily by a loan from the WB's
International Bank for Reconstruction and
Development (IBRD), will address environmental
pollution caused by urban wastewater in the cities of
Thuan An, Di An, and Tan Uyen. It will finance new
wastewater systems and upgrade treatment capacities,
boosting water security for downstream areas like Ho
Chi Minh City.

Another key project is the Southern Waterway
Corridors and Logistics Development Project, which
has a total investment of VND 3.9 trillion (USD 107.67
million), with nearly USD 107 million coming from a
loan provided by the WB's International Development
Association (IDA). This project aims to improve
infrastructure, reduce congestion and accidents, and
lower waterway freight transport costs by upgrading
key transport corridors linking the Mekong Delta to the
Cai Mep - Thi Vai port cluster.

The third project, the Climate Resilient Inclusive
Infrastructure for Ethnic Minorities Project Il in Phu Yen
and Quang Tri provinces, has a total investment of USD
69.64 million. The ADB is providing loans and grants to
fund infrastructure projects in these two provinces,
which will enhance climate resilience and support the
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development of minority ethnic regions. [Viet Nam
News]

Vietnam: Prime Minister launches 80
major infrastructure projects worth USD
17.2 billion

(Im) Prime Minister Pham Minh Chinh on April 19
launched and inaugurated 80 national-scale
infrastructure projects across Vietnam in a hybrid
ceremony marking the 50th anniversary of the
Liberation of the South and National Reunification. The
main event was held at Tan Son Nhat International
Airport's Terminal T3 and connected to 79 other sites
in 34 provinces and cities.

According to the Ministry of Construction, the projects
have a total investment of VND 445 trillion (USD 17.2
billion), including VND 305 trillion (USD 11.8 billion) for
new initiatives and VND 140 trillion (USD 5.4 billion) for
completed projects. These span across transportation
(40 projects), industrial and civil infrastructure (12),
education (12), culture and social sectors (9), public
healthcare (5), and irrigation (2).

Chinh emphasized that building a modern and
synchronized infrastructure network is one of
Vietnam's three key strategic breakthroughs, as
outlined in the documents of the 13th National Party
Congress in 2021. He highlighted the projects’
importance in fostering regional connectivity, driving
national economic development, and advancing the
country toward a more resilient and prosperous
future.

Calling the projects “symbolic landmarks,” he urged
investors and contractors to expedite construction,
maintain high quality standards, and avoid delays and
cost overruns. He also instructed local governments to
prioritize land clearance and procedural facilitation,
while reiterating the national goal of completing one
million social housing units by 2030 and eliminating
temporary housing within this year. [Viet Nam News]

International Relations,
Geopolitics and Security
in Asia
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China’s mineral export curbs threaten
global supply chains amid tariff tensions

(Ib) China's escalating export controls on critical
minerals are deepening concerns across global supply
chains, especially in the defense, electronics, and
automotive sectors. Since 2023, Beijing has steadily
expanded licensing requirements for shipments of
minerals like antimony, gallium, and germanium—
metals essential to chipmaking, clean energy
technologies, and weapons production. Most recently,
seven rare earth elements and magnets critical to
electric vehicles and military systems have been added
to the list, further tightening international access.

The impact is already visible in trade data. Exports of
antimony and germanium products fell by 57 percent
and 39 percent respectively in the first quarter of 2025
compared to the same period last year, while gallium
shipments in March dropped to their lowest level since
October 2023. Buyers in the European Union have
been especially affected. Belgium and Germany saw
only limited shipments of antimony in March after a
five-month pause, while the Netherlands received no
deliveries at all since September 2024. No gallium or
germanium exports have been sent to the United
States since 2023. [Reuters]

The restrictions come amid rising geopolitical tensions
between China and the United States, especially
following Washington's introduction of 145 percent
tariffs on Chinese electric vehicles in early April.
Beijing's move to restrict exports of “heavy” and
“medium” rare earths—such as dysprosium, terbium,
and samarium—appears to be a direct response.
These minerals are used in high-performance magnets
essential for both electric drivetrains and military
applications like missiles and drones. One senior
automotive executive warned the move could be
“consequential” for Tesla and other carmakers,
describing the controls as a “7 or 8" on a scale of
severity from one to ten.
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The knock-on effects are already being felt. Chinese
spot prices for antimony rose by nearly two-thirds
since January, hitting a record of CNY 230,000 (USD
31,000) per ton as of April 18. Exporters say licensing
delays may last months, especially for shipments
destined for the United States. Some Chinese suppliers
have already declared force majeure on overseas
contracts and withdrawn product from international
markets altogether, heightening price opacity and
volatility, [Reuters] [Financial Times]

China’s grip on the rare earth supply chain—especially
processing capabilities for heavy rare earths—has long
made it a dominant force. Though these minerals are
not especially rare geologically, they are difficult to
extract at low cost and in an environmentally safe
manner. This leaves major economies like Japan and
the European Union scrambling to secure alternative
supplies, including from Australia’s Lynas Corporation,
which aims to expand production capacity in Malaysia
by mid-2025

Yet with inventories of essential magnets held by auto
manufacturers reportedly limited to just two to three
months, time is tight. As Jan Giese of Frankfurt-based
Tradium, company specializing in the trade of
technology metals, rare earths, and precious metals,
put it, “If we don't see magnet deliveries to the EU or
Japan in that time... we will see genuine problems in
the automotive supply chain”. A Japanese government
official echoed the concern, warning that national
stockpiles are insufficient unless new sources come
online swiftly. [Financial Times]

China joins global effort to tackle illegal
fishing under Port State Measures
Agreement

(Ib) China has officially become a party to the United
Nations Food and Agriculture Organization’s (UN FAO)
Agreement on Port State Measures (PSMA), a legally
binding treaty that targets illegal, unreported and
unregulated (IUU) fishing. China ratified the agreement
in January 2025, and its accession became effective on
April 16, thirty days after it submitted the formal
instrument of accession. [China Daily]

With China's accession, 108 states are now legally
bound by the PSMA, including the European Union on
behalf of its member states. This makes it the most
widely adhered-to international instrument for
fisheries and ocean-related governance.


https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-sddhhjk-l-tul/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-sddhhjk-l-tur/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-sddhhjk-l-tuy/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-sddhhjk-l-tuj/

The PSMA, which entered into force in 2016, enables
countries to deny port access or services to foreign
vessels suspected of IUU fishing. As the world's largest
producer of marine capture fish, responsible for about
15 percent of global output in 2023, China’s decision to
join is widely seen as a major boost to the global
implementation of the agreement. [UN FAQO]

According to the Ministry of Agriculture and Rural
Affairs, China will apply PSMA provisions to all vessels
entering its ports and will bar foreign-flagged vessels
engaged in illegal fishing from access. Domestically,
China is revising its fisheries law to align with the
agreement. Proposed amendments—approved in
October 2024—include legal backing for port
inspections and other compliance mechanisms. As a
flag state, China will also require its own fleet to follow
PSMA provisions when accessing foreign ports. [China
Daily]

China’s distant-water fishing industry includes more
than 2,740 vessels and 167 approved enterprises, with
a reported annual catch of around 2.19 million tons. In
addition to joining the PSMA, China has entered over
twenty bilateral fisheries agreements and participates
in eight regional management bodies. Officials also
highlighted recent self-imposed fishing bans in high
seas areas and announced plans to publish a list of
designated PSMA ports. [China Daily]

China’s accession to the Port State Measures Agreement
(PSMA) comes amid persistent international
accusations of widespread illegal, unreported, and
unregulated (IUU) fishing linked to its distant-water
fleet. [The Sunday Guardian]

U.S. officials have been particularly vocal, highlighting
the surge in IUU activity by foreign vessels — especially
those flagged by China — in the Pacific. Earlier this
month, U.S. Senators have reintroduced the Protecting
Global Fisheries Act, a bipartisan bill aimed at
combating illegal, unreported, and unregulated (IUU)
fishing, particularly by China's distant-water fleet. The
legislation would authorize the president to sanction
individuals and vessels involved in IUU fishing or the
trade of endangered species. It also promotes
cooperation with allied nations and mandates regular
congressional briefings on efforts by the State and
Defense Departments.

Senator John Curtis, chair of the Senate Foreign
Relations subcommittee on transnational criminal
activity, emphasized that China’s illegal fishing
practices damage marine ecosystems, undermine the
security of the U.S. and its partners, and disadvantage


https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-sddhhjk-l-tut/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-sddhhjk-l-tui/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-sddhhjk-l-tui/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-sddhhjk-l-tud/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-sddhhjk-l-tuh/

those who fish legally and sustainably. [Seafood
Source]

Similarly, Peter Navarro, a senior trade advisor to U.S.
President Donald Trump, criticized Chinese fleets for
engaging in what he described as "economic warfare,"
exploiting marine ecosystems while U.S. vessels face
heavy domestic regulation.

While China has signed over twenty bilateral fisheries
agreements and participates in eight regional
management bodies, critics argue that enforcement
gaps and opaque oversight continue to fuel
unsustainable and often illicit practices on the high
seas. [The Pinnacle Gazette]

China adds three heritage items to
UNESCO's Memory of the World Register

(Ib) China has had three documentary heritage
collections added to the United Nations Educational,
Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) Memory
of the World (MoW) Register. The announcement was
made on April 17, bringing China'’s total number of
registered entries to 18. Among the new additions are
two national submissions - the Bianzhong of Marquis Yi
of Zeng and the Steles of Shaolin Temple - and a joint
submission with Sri Lanka: the Trilingual Inscription.

The Bianzhong of Marquis Yi of Zeng, dating back over
2,400 years, is a bronze set of 65 chime bells found in
Hubei Province. The second entry, the Steles of Shaolin
Temple, includes 499 engraved stone monuments
located in Henan Province. The Trilingual Inscription,
jointly submitted with Sri Lanka, is a stone tablet
inscribed in Chinese, Persian, and Tamil. It was brought
to Sri Lanka by Chinese navigator Zheng He during a
15th-century voyage and now forms part of the
national museum collection in Colombo. [Xinhua]

Japan viewed as most reliable ally by
Southeast Asia

(ad) Japan has solidified its reputation as Southeast
Asia’'s most trusted major power, thanks to its
consistent foreign policy and non-threatening stance
amid global instability, including the Gaza conflict, the
war in Ukraine, and US-China tensions. According to
the 2025 State of Southeast Asia survey by Singapore’s
ISEAS - Yusof Ishak Institute, trust in Japan rose from
58.9 percent to 66.8 percent over the past year. [ISEAS]
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Experts attribute Japan’s growing trust to its role as a
stable, pacifist partner that promotes free trade and
shares strategic concerns with Southeast Asia, such as
tensions in the South China Sea and adherence to
international norms. Japan'’s long-standing diplomatic
consistency and lack of aggressive political or military
ambitions have helped reinforce its image as a
“stabilizer” in the region.

Japan has also strengthened defense ties with
countries like the Philippines, signing military
agreements and pledging deeper security cooperation.
Economically, Japan has been a major investor and aid
provider in the region, ranking second in foreign direct
investment and first in official development assistance
between 2015 and 2021.

Despite these strengths, Japan ranked behind the
European Union as the preferred partner to hedge
against US-China rivalry. Analysts note Japan's smaller
economic scale and limited trade policy autonomy
compared to the EU, as well as growing domestic
political challenges that could affect its international
standing. Additionally, Japan'’s close alignment with the
U.S. may raise concerns about its neutrality in great
power politics. [South China Morning Post]

Mongolia, UN discuss strengthening
privacy and data protection

(fs) Chairman of the Mongolian Parliament’s Standing
Committee on Innovation and Digital Policy J. Zoljargal
met with the UN Special Rapporteur on the Right to
Privacy Ana Brian Nougreres to discuss privacy and
data protection challenges in Mongolia.

Zoljargal outlined the country's recent legislative
progress, including laws on personal data protection,
cybersecurity, and digital signatures, while addressing
concerns such as surveillance, internet access, and the
use of emerging technologies.

Nougreres announced plans for a comprehensive
study on data protection in Mongolia, focusing on
cybersecurity, healthcare data, and vulnerable groups.
[UB Post]

Mongolia, UNDP sign MoU to support
COP17 preparations and long-term
climate action
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(fs) The United Nations Development Programme
(UNDP) and the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of
Mongolia’s Preparatory Office for COP17 have signed a
Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) to enhance
collaboration ahead of the 17th Session of the United
Nations Convention to Combat Desertification (UNCCD
COP17), to be held in Ulaanbaatar in 2026.

The MoU aims to strengthen Mongolia's institutional
and public engagement capacities, co-develop long-
term national and global legacy programs, and
showcase Mongolia’s innovations in combating land
degradation, desertification, and drought. [UNDP]

UN dismisses North Korea's drone
infiltration complaint

(mm) The United Nations International Civil Aviation
Organization (ICAO) has dismissed North Korea's
request to investigate alleged South Korean drone
infiltrations over Pyongyang last October. The decision,
made by consensus during a closed-door council
meeting on April 1, concluded that no action was
necessary and formally closed the case.

North Korea filed the complaint in 2023, accusing
Seoul of sending drones to scatter propaganda leaflets
over the regime's capital Pyongyang, a claim South
Korea has neither confirmed nor denied. At the time,
South Korea criticized the complaint arguing North
Korea had provided no credible evidence and was
politicizing the organization. The ICAO oversees civil
aviation safety and disputes resolution between
member countries, both North and South Korea are
ICAO members. [Korea JoongAng Daily]

In addition, the ICAO has officially condemned North
Korea's recent GPS signal jamming, following a South
Korean proposal to the ICAO council. In a decision
adopted during its March-April session in Montreal,
the ICAO called on Pyongyang to adhere to
international law and ensure such incidents do not
recur. The agency has also sent a formal letter to North
Korea to convey its decision.

Between October 2023 and mid-February 2024, North
Korea's jamming signals disrupted GPS signals for
thousands of flights across more than 20 countries and
regions. This is the second formal censure from the
ICAO; a similar resolution last June explicitly named
North Korea as responsible for the first time.

The South Korean government has emphasized it will
continue to coordinate with the international
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community to respond to provocations and enhance
aviation safety. [The Korea Herald]

South Korea set to host Global Maritime
Conference

(fn) South Korea will hold the 10th Our Ocean
Conference (OOC) in the southeastern port city of
Busan for three days starting next Monday at BEXCO.
Under the theme “Our Ocean, Our Action,” the event is
expected to gather around 2,000 participants,
including government officials from 100 countries and
leaders from international organizations and NGOs.
The conference will concentrate on seven key topics,
including marine protected areas, sustainable
fisheries, marine pollution, maritime security, and
digital oceans.

As the host country, South Korea will introduce the
“Korea Blue Action Plan,” which consists of
approximately 70 commitments aimed at enhancing
sustainability within the ocean sector. These
commitments include expanding global marine
protected areas, advocating for the use of eco-friendly
fuels in shipping, and decreasing marine plastic
pollution.

Oceans Minister Kang Do-hyung stressed the economic
significance of oceans, which produce USD 3 trillion
each year, and underscored the pressing need for
global cooperation to tackle challenges such as rising
ocean temperatures, marine litter, and
overexploitation. In addition to the main conference,
there will be a business summit focused on the
shipping, shipbuilding, and digital ocean industries.

Following the OOC, South Korea will also host the APEC
Oceans-related ministerial meeting for two days in
anticipation of the APEC summit in November.
[Yonhap News Agency]

Acting Defense Minister expected to miss
Shangri-La dialogue next month due to
election schedule

(fn) Acting Defense Minister Kim Seon-ho is likely to
forgo attending the forthcoming Shangri-La dialogue in
Singapore, as the timing of the event closely aligns with
South Korea's presidential election. The annual security
forum, taking place from May 30 to June 1, gathers
leading defense officials from Asia, Europe, and the
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United States to address regional and global security
issues. Although Kim had initially considered
participating, he has reportedly opted not to travel
abroad just days ahead of the June 3 presidential
election.

This election follows the Constitutional Court's decision
on April 4 to uphold the impeachment of former
President Yoon Suk Yeol. This situation would
represent the first instance since 2004 where a South
Korean defense minister misses the prestigious forum.
[ Yonhap News Agency]

South Korea, US, Japan bolster naval
cooperation

(mm) The naval chiefs of South Korea, the US, and
Japan held a teleconference on April 17 to discuss
strengthening trilateral cooperation against North
Korean threats. South Korea's Admiral Yang Yong-mo
emphasized the need for enhanced joint maritime
security cooperation to deter Northern provocations.
The three countries agreed to furthering cooperation
through joint capabilities, including trilateral drills like
the multi-domain Freedom Edge exercise.

In March, they conducted their first joint naval exercise
of 2025, featuring the USS Carl Vinson. [The Korea
Herald]

Bangladesh urges EU to open visa center
in Dhaka

(Im) On April 21, Bangladesh's Home Affairs Adviser, Lt
Gen (retd) Md Jahangir Alam Chowdhury, requested
the EU ambassador to open a visa centerin Dhaka for
countries whose visas are not currently issued from
Bangladesh. He highlighted the difficulties and high
costs of obtaining EU visas from New Delhi, urging that
a visa centre in Dhaka would benefit many
Bangladeshis traveling to the EU for business,
education, and healthcare.

EU Ambassador Charles Whiteley agreed to discuss the
matter with relevant EU representatives and expressed
support for Bangladesh's reform efforts, offering
assistance with skills development. Chowdhury also
called for EU-led training workshops to address the
skills gap in the country.

The two sides also discussed law and order, with the
adviser noting gradual improvements, and human
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trafficking, particularly the illegal migration of
Bangladeshis to Europe. The ambassador proposed a
tripartite dialogue between Bangladesh, Libya, and the
EU to combat trafficking, which Chowdhury welcomed.

On the Rohingya crisis, Chowdhury stated that while
1.2 million refugees are officially in Bangladesh, the
actual number is likely higher, posing challenges for
law and order, but highlighting coordinated efforts for
their welfare. [Dhaka Tribune]

Bhutan, Cambodia, China, and Mongolia
regional frontrunners in eliminating
mother-to-child transmission of HIV,
syphilis, and hepatitis B

(Im) Bhutan, Cambodia, China, and Mongolia have
been identified as regional frontrunners in Asia and
the Pacific for their progress toward eliminating
mother-to-child transmission of HIV, syphilis, and
hepatitis B. The recognition comes under a new
regional roadmap for 2024-2030 that aims to align
national health systems with Sustainable Development
Goal targets to eliminate these infections by 2030.

The Regional Roadmap for the Triple Elimination of
Mother-to-Child Transmission of HIV, Syphilis, and
Hepatitis B, launched this week, highlights the strategic
progress made by these four countries while urging
the need for continued commitment. Thailand, Sri
Lanka, Malaysia, and the Maldives have already
achieved dual elimination of HIV and syphilis and are
working toward validation of hepatitis B elimination.

The roadmap outlines seven priorities to support
national strategies, including policy leadership,
universal health coverage, integration of maternal and
child health systems, and improved monitoring. It also
notes the setbacks caused by COVID-19, which
disrupted maternal and child health services across
the region.

Despite these challenges, the region has made
measurable gains. According to UNAIDS, prevention
efforts since 2015 have averted nearly 72,000 new
pediatric HIV infections, though approximately 10,000
new infections were still recorded in 2023. The
roadmap stresses the urgency of bolstering hepatitis B
interventions, especially in Asia-Pacific countries where
its prevalence exceeds that of HIV and syphilis in
pregnant women.
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With neonatal mortality halved since 2000 and public
health capacities improving, the roadmap calls for
collaborative engagement between governments,
communities, and women affected by these diseases.
Only through sustained action, it argues, can the
region ensure that no child is born with an infection
that is preventable. [Kuensel]

India seeks to challenge Russia’s
traditional markets with new arms export
push

(Im) India has launched an unprecedented campaign to
become a global defense exporter, combining
discounted financing, government-to-government
negotiations, and targeted diplomacy to expand its
arms footprint in regions traditionally aligned with
Russia. The initiative comes as geopolitical
realignments and supply shortages following the war
in Ukraine create new demand among states
previously reliant on U.S. or Russian arms.

The strategy centers on expanding the Export-Import
Bank of India (EXIMY)'s capacity to offer long-term, low-
interest loans, even to countries with high credit or
political risk. This financing mechanism—modeled on
Chinese and Turkish export practices—is intended to
support major deals, especially in Africa, Southeast
Asia, and Latin America. India has already opened a
new EXIM office in Brazil and is exploring deals there
for Akash surface-to-air missiles and naval vessels.

New Delhi is also deploying 20 additional defense
attachés to priority markets, including Algeria, Guyana,
and Cambodia. These attachés will promote Indian
weaponry and analyze the defense needs of host
governments. Simultaneously, India is scaling back its
military representation in Western capitals, realigning
resources toward emerging buyers more aligned with
India’s design and supply ecosystem.

India’s campaign is driven in part by the erosion of
Russia’s capacity to serve its clients. With Moscow’s
industry now focused almost entirely on the war in
Ukraine, long-standing customers in Asia and Africa
face delays and disruptions. India, with its hybrid
arsenal of Russian and Western technologies, is
positioning itself as a neutral, cost-effective alternative.

Although India missed its USD 3.5 billion arms export
target for 2023-24 by about one-third, it still managed
a significant increase from a decade ago. In 2014,
exports were valued at just USD 230 million; today,
they hover near USD 2.3 billion. The Modi government
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aims to double this to USD 6 billion by 2029. The
country’s defense production hit USD 14.8 billion in
2023-24, a 62 percent increase since 2020.

India is aggressively marketing affordable systems:
domestically produced 155mm artillery shells cost
around USD 300-400 per round—roughly one-tenth
the cost of European equivalents. Howitzers are being
sold for around USD 3 million apiece, far cheaper than
Western competitors. State-owned Munitions India
and private firms like SMPP and Adani Defence are
already securing foreign orders.

However, experts warn that India still faces credibility
hurdles in selling higher-end platforms like missiles
and helicopters. Its own armed forces do not use
indigenously developed equipment consistently or
showcase it sufficiently, making it harder to persuade
foreign buyers of their reliability.

The challenge of moving up the value chain is
underscored by India's experience in Armenia. Once a
loyal Russian client, Armenia has now sourced 43
percent of its arms imports from India between 2022
and 2024. Yet further progress depends on Delhi's
ability to resolve its domestic defense inefficiencies
and build a robust track record for complex systems.

In parallel, India is leveraging this export momentum
to reinforce its doctrine of "strategic autonomy." The
expansion of defense diplomacy, financial tools, and
manufacturing capacity is seen as part of a broader
attempt to reduce reliance on either bloc in the current
multipolar global order—while capturing the space left
by Russia's overextension. [Reuters]

Indian Prime Minister Modi to attend
Nordic Summit in Oslo on May 15-16

(rt) Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi will visit
Norway on May 15-16 to participate in the 3rd India-
Nordic Summit, which will bring together the heads of
government from all five Nordic countries: Norway,
Denmark, Sweden, Finland, and Iceland. The summit
will focus on strengthening cooperation in trade,
innovation, the green transition, climate change, the
blue economy, and international peace and security,
including discussions on the Russia-Ukraine conflict.

Ahead of the summit, Prime Minister Modi held a call
with Danish Prime Minister Mette Frederiksen to
review bilateral ties and international developments.
Both leaders welcomed progress under the Green
Strategic Partnership launched in 2020, highlighting its
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contribution to enhancing Danish investments in
India’s green transition sectors.

India continues to seek greater engagement with the
sovereign wealth funds of Nordic countries to support
its sustainable development goals. The first India-
Nordic Summit, held in Sweden in 2018, saw Nordic
countries strongly endorsing India's bids for Nuclear
Suppliers Group (NSG) membership and a permanent
seat on the United Nations Security Council.

In addition to economic and strategic issues, the
upcoming summit will explore avenues for deeper
collaboration on Arctic research and polar climate
studies, reflecting shared interests in inclusive and
transparent multilateralism capable of addressing
global challenges. [The Times of India]

India to expand trade ties with nations
offering fair and balanced FTAs

(rt) India’s Commerce Minister Piyush Goyal
announced on 16 April that India will expand its trade
ties with nations that will offer fair, balanced and
equitable free trade agreements (FTAs). Goyal stressed
that the country's gains must match its offer of
accessing a USD 1.4 billion-strong and fast-growing
consumer market. India is currently negotiating FTAs
with different countries regions, including the
European Union (EU) and Oman. The current bilateral
trade agreement with the United States is also of
relevance.

Goyal announced the move at the India-Middle East-
Europe Economic Corridor (IMEC) Conclave 2025, a
pathbreaking initiative that envisages vast road,
railroad and shipping networks among India, Saudi
Arabia, the US, and Europe, with an aim to ensure
integration among Asia, the Middle East and the West.
Goyal added that this corridor would help promote
trade, seamless movement of goods and people, cut
down logistics costs, and even open up opportunities
for the financial world. India is also currently in
dialogue with Singapore to look at the possibility of
having an undersea cable for transporting clean
energy.

Goyal stated that countries can look at harmonizing
regulatory practices, and enhanced alignment on
process, procedures, trade practices, customs union
and paperworks within these nations. The project also
respects sovereignty and is not trying to foist one idea
on everything. [Deccan Herald]
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Indian Navy conducts successful
maneuvering exercises during AIKEYME
2025

(hjn) The Indian Navy's ships INS Chennai and INS
Kesari successfully conducted manoeuvring exercises
and Visit, Board, Search & Seizure (VBSS) drills during
the sea phase of the Africa India Key Maritime
Engagement (AIKEYME) 2025, held in Dar es Salaam,
Tanzania. The exercises involved the MARCOS team,
Tanzanian People's Defence Force (TPDF), and Kenyan
special forces aboard INS Chennai, allowing both
teams to improve coordination and operational skills.

AIKEYME 2025, inaugurated on April 13 in Dar-es-
Salaam, marks a significant step in enhancing maritime
cooperation between India and African nations. The
exercise, which involves countries including Comoros,
Djibouti, Kenya, Madagascar, Mauritius, Mozambique,
Seychelles, South Africa, India, and host country
Tanzania, spans six days and focuses on joint training
against piracy, information sharing, and strengthening
maritime security cooperation. [msn]

Pakistan concludes multinational ‘team
spirit’ exercise with 20 nations, including
Gulf countries

(Im) Pakistan wrapped up its five-day 8th International
Pakistan Army Team Spirit Exercise 2025 at Kharian
Garrison in Punjab, with participation from 20
countries, including Gulf states such as Saudi Arabia,
Bahrain, and Qatar. The 60-hour-long exercise, held
from April 14 to 19, aimed to foster military-to-military
cooperation and enhance combat readiness through
the exchange of tactical expertise and joint endurance
drills.

Seven teams from the Pakistan Army and one from the
Pakistan Navy joined fifteen foreign teams from
countries including China, the United States, Turkiye,
the Maldives, Nepal, Morocco, Sri Lanka, Uzbekistan,
and Belarus. Observers from Bangladesh, Egypt,
Germany, Kenya, Myanmar, and Thailand were also
present. [Arab News]

Four Pakistanis confirmed dead in Libya
boat crash
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(sn/tj) Pakistan's Foreign Office (FO) confirmed the
death of eleven migrants, including four Pakistanis,
while two individuals remain unidentified following a
boating incident in Libya. The boat capsized near the
port of Marsa Dela in the northwest of Nawiya, a city in
Libya.

Pakistan continues to battle with human traffickers,
with illegal sea journeys becoming a significant
problem for the government. Prime Minister Shehbaz
Sharif later vowed to take action against smugglers
enticing Pakistanis with promises of better economic
prospects abroad.

In 2023, a vessel killed 262 Pakistanis off the
southwestern coastal town of Pylos, Greece, marking
one of the deadliest boating tragedies reported in the
Mediterranean Sea. In a separate incident in February
2025, at least 16 Pakistanis were the victims of a
similar boat tragedy when a vessel capsized in Libya.
[Arab News]

UNDP strengthens partnership with
Brunei to support sustainable growth
efforts

(dgl) UN Assistant Secretary-General and UNDP
Regional Director for Asia and the Pacific, Kanni
Wignaraja, visited Brunei for high-level discussions to
strengthen collaboration in key areas such as youth
empowerment, innovation, climate resilience, and
economic diversification.

In a meeting with Minister at the Prime Minister’s
Office and Minister of Finance and Economy Il, Datuk
Seri Setia Dr Awang Mohd Amin Liew Abdullah, the
focus was on leveraging UNDP's technical expertise to
help Brunei address global challenges and accelerate
progress toward the Sustainable Development Goals
(SDGs).

The minister emphasized that efforts in economic
diversification, climate adaptation, and skills
development are essential for ensuring inclusive and
sustainable national growth. With UNDP's support,
Brunei aims to stay on track in achieving its national
goals while maintaining peace and improving the well-
being of its people. [The Star]

Wignaraja's visit comes as Brunei advances its vision
for inclusive and sustainable growth under Wawasan
Brunei 2035, with UNDP reinforcing its support for the
country’s transition to a future-ready economy.
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Launched in 2008, Wawasan Brunei 2035 is the
national long-term development plan, outlining
strategic goals for transforming Brunei into a dynamic
and sustainable economy by the year 2035.

Indonesia partners with UN tourism to
boost green tourism

(mo) Indonesia’s Ministry of Tourism, in partnership
with UN Tourism members, will launch new investment
guidelines promoting green economy principles and
environmental sustainability in the tourism sector. This
initiative was agreed upon during the 37th Joint
Commission Meeting of the UN Tourism Commissions
for East Asia and the Pacific and for South Asia, held in
Jakarta on April 15.

Indonesian Tourism Minister Widiyanti Putri Wardhana
stated that the guidelines aim to foster sustainable
tourism development across UN Tourism member
countries by delivering economic benefits to local
communities while protecting natural and cultural
resources. She emphasized tourism’s potential to drive
global economic recovery amid ongoing uncertainty.

UN Tourism Secretary-General Zurab Pololikashuvili
highlighted the importance of strategic planning and
collaboration in advancing the tourism sector. He
noted that tourism stimulates investment and job
creation, which can support educational initiatives
such as tourism schools—referencing Cebu in the
Philippines as a successful model.

Drawing parallels between Indonesia and the
Philippines, Pololikashvili stressed shared priorities
including nature, culture, gastronomy, and adventure
tourism._[Antara] [The Gulf Observer]

In 2024, the number of international tourists in
Indonesia stood at over 13 million. Nationally, the
tourism sector supports nearly 25 million jobs and
generates over USD 16.7 billion in foreign exchange
earnings. [The Bali Sun]

Lao prime minister reaffirms green
growth commitment at P4G Summit in
Hanoi

(tas) Lao Prime Minister Sonexay Siphandone led a
high-level delegation to the 4th Partnering for Green
Growth and the Global Goals 2030 (P4G) Summit in
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Hanoi on April 16, where he joined global leaders to
promote sustainable development and climate action.

In his address, PM Sonexay emphasized green growth
as a strategic pillar of Laos' development plan and
called for inclusive participation, technology transfer,
and global cooperation to bridge development gaps.
Though not a P4G member, Laos' presence highlighted
its expanding commitment to regional sustainability
efforts. [Lao News Agency]

Lao, Cambodian troops join training in
Vietnam for historic 50th anniversary
military parade

(dql) Officers and soldiers from the Lao People’s Army
and the Royal Cambodian Armed Forces have arrived
in Binh Duong Province, Vietnam, to begin training for
Vietnam's upcoming military parade on 30 April,
commemorating the 50th anniversary of the Liberation
of the South and National Reunification (1975-2025).

For the first time, the national parade will feature
foreign military delegations, including units from
China, Laos, and Cambodia. [Asia News Network]

Malaysia pushes forward pan-Asian
railway project to boost trade with China

(tl) Malaysia is advancing its involvement in the Pan-
Asian Railway Network (PARN), a regional rail initiative
to strengthen trade ties with China. Transport Minister
Anthony Loke revealed that Chinese President Xi
Jinping voiced support for the project during a recent
state visit, while Loke highlighted potential market
access, especially Halal products exports to regions
with significant Muslim populations such as Xinjiang
and Inner Mongolia.

The ASEAN Express pilot, launched last year in
collaboration with Thailand and China, currently moves
cargo from Malaysia to Chongging in just nine days.
Malaysia is also upgrading the Johor Bahru-Padang
Besar line into a continuous double-track network, set
for completion by year-end.

Loke emphasized that while legal and regulatory
hurdles remain, the government is committed to
enhancing rail connectivity under the MADANI
framework. He also noted that establishing rail links
from Peninsular Malaysia through Thailand and Laos
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to China has been a key component of ASEAN's long-
term development and integration goals.

He is scheduled to meet Thai officials in early May to
further discuss PARN expansion. [Bernama]

Malaysia seeks to strengthen energy ties
with Turkiye and UK

(tl) Deputy Prime Minister Fadillah Yusof, who also
serves as Minister of Energy Transition and Water
Transformation, is on an official visit to Turkiye to
deepen bilateral cooperation in clean energy. He met
with Turkish Vice President Cevdet Yilmaz and Energy
Minister Alparslan Bayraktar to explore renewable
energy partnerships, following President Erdogan’s
recent visit to Malaysia.

Fadillah also plans to visit Istanbul-based GEAS
Company for further collaboration in energy transition.
Turkiye, a global leader in clean energy generation,
currently produces over 50 percent of its electricity
from renewables.

Following the Turkiye trip, Fadillah will head to London
for the Summit on the Future of Energy Security (April
24-25), hosted by the UK government and the
International Energy Agency (IEA). The summit will
focus on global energy security, supply stability,
geopolitical challenges, technological advancements,
and policy cooperation.

Fadillah will highlight Malaysia’s Energy Transition
Roadmap and seek to attract investments, while also
engaging with international energy leaders and the
Malaysian diaspora in the UK. [Malaymail]

Malaysia’s steel exports to Ukraine under
investigation for suspected duty evasion

(dqgl) The Interdepartmental Commission on
International Trade (ICIT) has launched an anti-
dumping investigation into imports of coated carbon
steel flat products from Malaysia to Ukraine. The
investigation follows suspicions that these imports are
being used to bypass anti-dumping duties imposed on
similar Chinese products.

Domestic producers, Heavy Metal LLC and MODUL-
UKRAINE LLC, filed complaints, noting an increase in
imports from Malaysia and a decline in supplies from
China since the 2023 anti-dumping duties on Chinese
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steel. The Ministry of Economy has indicated that these
imports may be part of an artificial scheme to lower
customs values and avoid duties.

In response, the Commission initiated the investigation
in cooperation with the State Customs Service. During
the investigation, Malaysian importers must make
advance payments to a State Treasury deposit account
to guarantee customs duties if the circumvention is
confirmed.

The Ministry has urged relevant parties to submit
factual information in Ukrainian within the legal time
frame. The decision will take effect ten days after its
official publication.

From January to March 2025, Ukraine imported 268.25
thousand tons of flat products, an increase of 28.8
percent year-on-year, with major suppliers including
Turkey, Poland, Slovakia, China, and Italy. In 2024, total
imports reached 983.49 thousand tons, a 8.3 percent
increase from the previous year. [GMK Center]

Dutch Stellantis and Chinese Leapmotor
launch local EV assembly in Malaysia

(dgl) Dutch multinational automotive company
Stellantis and Chinese electric vehicle (EV)
manufacturer Leapmotor have marked a significant
step in Southeast Asia’s electrification efforts with the
local assembly of Leapmotor vehicles in Malaysia.

A joint statement issue on April 18 revealed that the
initiative, based at Stellantis’ Gurun plant in Kedah,
begins with a USD 5.7 million investment. The
assembly of Leapmotor vehicles is set to begin by the
end of 2025. [Tech Node]

Philippines-US Balikatan 2025 exercise
begins amid rising South China Sea
tensions

(jm/jto) The 40th edition of the Balikatan joint military
exercises between the United States and the
Philippines has officially begun, marking a significant
milestone in defense cooperation under the 1951
Mutual Defense Treaty. The drills, which include a "full
battle test" for the first time, are seen as a response to
increasing tensions in the South China Sea (SCS),
especially amid China’s growing assertiveness in the
region.[South China Morning Post]
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Over the next three weeks, approximately 17,000
troops will participate in large-scale wargames
involving air, land, sea, and cyberspace domains. These
exercises are designed to reinforce deterrence,
enhance combat readiness, and improve
interoperability between the US and Philippine forces,
particularly in critical areas like Taiwan and the SCS.
The drills will include a wide range of military
simulations, such as defending against missile threats,
preventing invasions at sea, and sinking a
decommissioned Philippine Navy vessel in a maritime
strike test.

For the first time, the exercises will also feature an
integrated air and missile defense simulation. The drills
are expected to include sophisticated US weaponry,
including the NMESIS anti-ship missile system,
highlighting the strategic importance of the region,
especially with its proximity to Taiwan. One significant
scenario will be the sinking of the decommissioned
World War Il corvette, BRP Miguel Malvar, as part of a
"MARSTRIKE" (Maritime Strike) exercise. [Philippine
News Agency]

Notably, this year's Balikatan exercises see the
participation of personnel from other like-minded
countries, including Australia, Japan, the United
Kingdom, France, and Germany, with first-time
involvement from European nations such as Czechia,
Lithuania, the Netherlands, and Poland. Observers
from countries including Brunei, India, Indonesia,
Malaysia, New Zealand, Singapore, South Korea,
Thailand, and Vietnam will also attend. [The Diplomat]

Amid these drills, tensions in the South China Sea
continue to escalate. On April 20, China’'s Southern
Theatre Navy accused a Philippine Navy frigate of
illegally entering the waters of Scarborough Shoal, a
contested area claimed by both China and the
Philippines. The Chinese navy reportedly monitored
the Philippine vessel and drove it away, citing
violations of Chinese sovereignty. Philippine Navy
officials, however, denied the claims, emphasizing that
only Philippine forces have the authority to challenge
foreign ships in the country’s maritime zones. [Reuters]
[The Manila Times]

In parallel, the US is expanding its military
infrastructure in the Philippines to support increasing
defense cooperation. The US Navy is seeking to lease a
large, climate-controlled facility by 2026 near Subic Bay
and Clark for the storage and maintenance of military
equipment. The 19,000 to 33,000 square meter facility
will support US forces’ operations in the region,
complementing the Enhanced Defense Cooperation
Agreement between the two countries. This expansion
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is part of broader efforts to rebuild US military
presence in the Philippines, following the withdrawal of
US military bases in the early 1990s, as tensions rise in
the Indo-Pacific. [USNI News]

Singapore to send medical aid to
Palestinians in Egypt over the coming
weeks

(rt) A medical contingent from the Singapore Armed
Forces (SAF) and Singapore’s Ministry of Health (MOH)
will be in Egypt over the coming weeks to provide
medical aid to Palestinians and assist the people of
Gaza. The contingent will focus on Egyptian hospitals,
as these have been treating Palestinians evacuated
from Gaza since the January ceasefire.

Senior Minister of State for Defense Zaqy Mohamad
visited Egypt in February to explore further areas of
collaboration between the two countries in supporting
humanitarian efforts for Gaza. Zaqy acknowledged that
the meeting with Egyptian Minister for Health and
Population Dr. Khaled Abdelghaffar and Assistant
Minister of Defense for Foreign Affairs General Walaa
Adel Bibers paved the way for Singapore's
contribution.

Earlier relief efforts from Singapore included the
deployment of a Republic of Singapore Air Force (RSAF)
Airbus A330 Multi-Role Tanker Transport aircraft,
which delivered humanitarian aid to Gaza, and a
medical team aboard a French hospital ship to treat
casualties from Gaza at Egypt's El-Arish Port.
Singaporeans, alongside the government, have also
raised more than SGD 20 million (USD 15 million) for
the people of Gaza. [The Straits Times] [Channel
NewsAsia]

Thai ex-Prime Minister Thaksin meets
Malaysia’s Anwar, Myanmar junta leader
in Bangkok

(nf/tl/anl/bk) In a meeting held on April 17, Thailand's
former Prime Minister Thaksin Shinawatra hosted
Malaysian Prime Minister Anwar Ibrahim and Myanmar
junta leader Min Aung Hlaing in Bangkok to discuss
efforts to address the humanitarian crisis following the
devastating earthquake that struck Myanmar on March
28. The earthquake killed over 3,600 people and
displaced tens of thousands more. The meeting was
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held as part of Thaksin's role as an advisor to ASEAN,
which is currently chaired by Malaysia.

The discussions centered on facilitating peace
negotiations, securing humanitarian aid access, and
addressing the immediate needs of those affected by
the earthquake. Although not part of ASEAN’s formal
Five-Point Consensus, Anwar stressed the urgency of
extending the military-declared ceasefire, which had
been marred by continued airstrikes on civilian areas.
The ceasefire was set to expire on April 22, and
international mediators and humanitarian groups
called for its extension to allow continued relief efforts.
[Channel NewsAsia]

Despite ongoing fighting and clashes during the
ceasefire, Malaysia, which had already donated USD
2.3 million in aid and dispatched a military field
hospital, continued to push for a genuine ceasefire
extension and greater humanitarian access. Anwar
also emphasized the importance of halting violence
against political opponents and resistance forces,
calling for an inclusive dialogue that could ensure
better conditions for the people impacted by the crisis.
[malaymail 1]

While the meeting was seen as crucial for addressing
immediate needs, it sparked mixed reactions. Critics
argue that engaging with Myanmar’s junta could lend
legitimacy to its rule, especially with Myanmar's
planned December election, which is widely seen as an
effort to legitimize military control. Regional experts,
including Panitan Wattanayagorn, stressed the need
for future talks to have clearer goals and a more
defined agenda, particularly to ensure outcomes such
as a concrete ceasefire or an inclusive dialogue that
would strengthen Thailand's role as a regional
mediator. [Bangkok Post 1] [The Nation]

Following the talks, Myanmar's military regime
launched airstrikes on civilian areas, defying the
ceasefire pledge. The attacks killed dozens of civilians,
exacerbating the already dire situation. Meanwhile,
Malaysia has continued to monitor the safety of its
personnel in Myanmar, with Foreign Minister
Mohamad Hasan warning that Malaysia would
withdraw its medical teams if their safety were
compromised. [The Irrawaddy] [malaymail 2]

In addition to these developments, the situation along
Thailand's border with Myanmar remains tense. On
April 21, a Myanmar plane dropped bombs on a Karen
National Liberation Army (KNLA) base near Thailand's
border, further intensifying the conflict. Thai security
forces have bolstered their presence, especially in
areas near Kanchanaburi, as Myanmar's ongoing civil
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conflict risks spilling over into Thai territory. [Bangkok
Post 2]

In the broader context of ASEAN's role in Myanmar,
Malaysia has defended Thaksin Shinawatra’s
appointment as the ASEAN chair’s advisor, clarifying
that his role is unrelated to Thailand's internal politics.
Anwar reiterated that Thaksin's regional experience
and networks made him well-suited for this position,
despite the controversy surrounding his involvement.
Thaksin's appointment has drawn criticism, particularly
from royalists in Thailand, but Anwar defended the
decision, pointing out that similar appointments have
been made for prominent figures from other ASEAN
nations. [Thai PBS World] [Channel 3, in Thai]

Thailand signs UN high seas biodiversity
treaty

(Im) Thailand has become the 113th country to sign the
United Nations Agreement on the Conservation and
Sustainable Use of Marine Biological Diversity of Areas
Beyond National Jurisdiction (BBNJ), a landmark treaty
aimed at protecting biodiversity in international
waters.

The Ministry of Foreign Affairs stated that the move
signals Thailand's commitment to global efforts to
safeguard marine ecosystems and promote the
sustainable management of ocean resources.
However, the ministry clarified that signing the treaty is
only the first step and does not yet constitute
ratification. The government will now review relevant
domestic legislation to align with the treaty’s
mechanisms before formal ratification.

Adopted in June 2023, the BBNJ agreement is the third
implementing agreement under the UN Convention on
the Law of the Sea. It addresses four core areas:
marine genetic resources, environmental impact
assessments, the establishment of marine protected
areas, and capacity-building for marine technology
transfer. The treaty also includes a framework for
funding and institutional oversight.

The BBNJ agreement remains open for signing until
September 2025 and will enter into force 120 days
after 60 states complete ratification. [Bangkok Post]

US imposes new duties on solar imports
from Thailand, Malaysia, Cambodia, and
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Vietnam

(Im) The United States has imposed new antidumping
and countervailing duties as high as 3,521 percent on
solar panel imports from Thailand, Malaysia,
Cambodia, and Vietnam. This decision follows a year-
long trade investigation that found solar
manufacturers in these countries were benefiting from
government subsidies and selling solar products to the
US at below-cost prices.

The duties, which are set to support domestic
manufacturers in the US, are expected to increase
costs for US renewable developers who have long
relied on affordable foreign solar imports. The move
adds to tariffs imposed under former President Donald
Trump, and it threatens to disrupt global supply chains
for solar equipment.

The new duties vary by country, with Cambodia facing
the highest countrywide duties of 3,521 percent for not
participating in the investigation. Vietnam is subject to
duties as high as 395.9 percent, while Thailand faces
duties of 375.2 percent, and Malaysia is imposed with a
34.4 percent duty. Specific companies also face
significant levies: Jinko Solar from Vietnam faces duties
of 245 percent, Trina Solar from Thailand faces duties
of 375 percent, and JA Solar from Vietnam faces duties
of 120 percent.

In 2024, the US imported nearly USD 2.9 billion in solar
equipment from these four countries, which accounted
for about 77 percent of total solar module imports. The
final ruling on these duties will depend on a decision
by the US International Trade Commission, which is set
to determine whether these imports are harming US
producers.

This latest round of tariffs continues a trend seen after
similar duties were imposed on solar imports from
China over a decade ago, leading Chinese
manufacturers to set up operations in other countries
unaffected by tariffs. [Bangkok Post 1]

In response to these and other escalating trade
pressures, Thailand's Commerce Minister Pichai
Naripthaphan has called for urgent coordination
among ASEAN members to develop a unified response
to the US's escalating tariff measures. Pichai proposed
convening a special meeting of ASEAN economic
ministers to formulate a joint strategy for engaging
with Washington. This initiative aims to safeguard
regional interests, protect supply chains, and promote
sustainable investment ties, especially as concerns
mount over the tariffs' impact on ASEAN economies.
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The United States remains a key trade partner for
ASEAN, with total trade valued at USD 477 billion in
2024, including USD 352 billion in imports from the
region and USD 125 billion in exports. Thailand, as a
regional trade hub, has pledged to support ASEAN's
principles of openness and resilience. However, Thai
exporters, particularly SMEs, are already feeling the
pressure, with approximately 3,700 small and medium-
sized enterprises (SMEs) expected to suffer export
losses of up to USD 7.6 billion due to the new tariffs.

Pichai's call comes ahead of the 25th ASEAN Economic
Community Council Meeting and the 46th ASEAN
Summit, scheduled for May in Kuala Lumpur, where
ASEAN leaders are expected to address challenges
related to reciprocal tariffs and trade disruptions.
[Bangkok Post 2]

Thailand accelerates Singapore-China rail
link construction

(msz) Thailand is intensifying efforts to develop the
Singapore-Kunming Rail Link (SKRL) as part of its
broader strategy to position itself as a key logistics hub
in Southeast Asia. The Department of Rail Transport
(DRT) recently dispatched a delegation to Chongging,
China, to study logistics innovations and multimodal
transport models under China’s Belt and Road
Initiative.

The Thai delegation, led by DRT Director-General
Pichet Kunadhamraks, held talks with representatives
of the New Land-Sea Corridor Operation (NLS), a
multilateral logistics initiative under the China-
Singapore (Chongging) Demonstration Project. The
visit also included inspections of key infrastructure
nodes such as the Tuanjiecun Railway Station and a
major container yard along the China-Europe Railway
network, which connects 110 cities across Asia and
Europe.

Pichet highlighted that the Laos-China railway,
launched in 2021, has already transformed freight
movement between Thailand and China. Rail freight
volumes rose from 2,288 tons in 2021 to 63,676 tons in
2024, a 37.56 percent increase from the previous year.
Rail shipments to Chongging now take only four days,
compared to over two weeks by sea, offering a faster
option for perishable and high-value goods.

Officials say lessons learned from the study tour will
help modernize Thailand’s domestic rail infrastructure
and improve integration into the SKRL, a strategic
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corridor connecting Southeast Asia to southwestern
China.[Bangkok Post]

Major defense purchases signal Vietnam'’s
strategic realignment

(Im) Vietnam is set to significantly bolster its defense
posture with two landmark arms agreements involving
the United States and India, signaling a strategic shift
as the country diversifies its military partnerships and
reduces dependence on Russian equipment.

According to defense industry sources, Vietnam has
reached an agreement with the United States to
purchase at least 24 F-16 fighter jets, likely the
advanced F-16V variant, in what could become the
largest bilateral arms deal between the two nations.
The package may also include C-130 Hercules military
transport aircraft and related support infrastructure.
While not officially confirmed, the deal appears to have
accelerated amid Vietnam'’s attempts to balance its
record trade surplus with the United States and
address geopolitical tensions in the South China Sea.

Vietnam's growing interest in U.S. military hardware
follows earlier purchases of Beechcraft trainer aircraft
and comes as safety concerns mount over its aging
Russian-made fleet. Currently, around 80 percent of
Vietnam's defense imports are of Russian origin,
including its Sukhoi Su-30 and Su-22 fighter jets.
Recent accidents involving these platforms have
intensified Hanoi's search for modern replacements.

The prospective F-16 sale—while strategically
significant—also carries potential diplomatic
ramifications. Analysts warn it could strain relations
with both Russia and China. China has previously
criticized such arms deals as destabilizing, and Vietnam
reportedly flagged Chinese sensitivities during
discussions with Washington. However, analysts note
that Vietnam appears to be mitigating this risk by
simultaneously expanding defense ties with China,
suggesting a carefully calculated balancing act rather
than an abrupt realignment. [Radio Free Asia]

In parallel, Vietnam is finalizing a separate USD 700
million agreement with India to acquire the BrahMos
supersonic cruise missile system. The coastal battery
configuration of the BrahMos, with a range of 290
kilometers, would enable Vietnam to target Chinese
naval assets within the South China Sea—an area of
recurring maritime disputes. Vietnam will become the
second Southeast Asian country after the Philippines
to induct the BrahMos, further strengthening Indo-
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Pacific security partnerships amid regional concerns
over China’s expansive maritime claims.

The missile deal with India is also notable for its
broader geopolitical context. India’s recent
membership in the Missile Technology Control Regime
has allowed it to expand the BrahMos' strike
capabilities, which are now being tested for ranges
exceeding 400 kilometers. As New Delhi positions itself
as a key regional defense exporter, its growing security
relationship with Hanoi aligns with both countries’
interests in counterbalancing Beijing's assertiveness.
[India Today]

Vietham and EU deepen judicial
cooperation through EU JULE program

(Im) Vietnam'’s Chief Justice of the Supreme People's
Court, Le Minh Tri, met with European Union
Ambassador Julien Guerrier in Hanoi on April 18 to
reaffirm growing cooperation between Vietnam and
the European Union in judicial and legal reform.

Chief Justice Tri acknowledged the EU's significant
contributions to Vietnam's judiciary through the EU
Justice and Legal Empowerment Programme in
Vietnam (EU JULE), particularly in areas such as court
mediation, family and juvenile justice, and judicial
ethics. He noted that the program has supported key
reforms, including the drafting of the Law on
Mediation and Dialogue at Court and the development
of a code of conduct for judges.

He also briefed the ambassador on recent priorities of
the court system, including institutional restructuring
for greater efficiency and an ongoing nationwide digital
transformation. Tri expressed hope that the next
phase of EU JULE will further strengthen Vietnam'’s
judicial institutions and reinforce the country’s
commitment to building a rule-of-law-based socialist
state.

Ambassador Guerrier affirmed the EU’s continued
support, noting that a strong and independent
judiciary not only benefits Vietnam'’s citizens but also
creates a more predictable legal environment for
European businesses and investors. He highlighted
that Vietnam has become the EU'’s leading trade
partner in ASEAN and emphasized that judicial reform
would further deepen this relationship. [Viet Nam
News]
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4th P4G Summit in Hanoi focuses on
sustainable, people-centered green
transition

(hn) Vietnam hosted the 4th Partnering for Green
Growth and the Global Goals (P4G) Summit in Hanoi,
focusing on a “Sustainable and People-Centered Green
Transition.” The summit, attended by leaders from
Vietnam, Ethiopia, Laos, Cambodia, and senior UN
officials, underscored the urgency of accelerating
green growth, sustainability, and tackling climate
change. Vietnamese Party General Secretary To Lam,
Prime Minister Pham Minh Chinh, and other leaders
emphasized the importance of global cooperation to
ensure a green future.

A key outcome of the summit was the adoption of the
Hanoi Declaration on Sustainable and People-Centered
Green Transition and the P4G Declaration on
Strengthening Multilateral and Institutional
Partnerships. These documents emphasize the need
for financial mobilization, technological solutions, and
the development of a skilled workforce to advance
green transition. Prime Minister Chinh proposed three
major priorities: promoting green thinking, building a
responsible green community, and enhancing
international cooperation.

UN Deputy Secretary-General Amina Mohammed
praised Vietnam for its progress in renewable energy
and its role in Southeast Asia's green transition. She
emphasized the need for emerging economies to
invest more in green energy and infrastructure to meet
the SDG targets by 2030. Ethiopia’s Prime Minister Abiy
Ahmed Ali, who will host the 2027 P4AG Summit,
expressed his commitment to continuing the summit's
goals of promoting sustainable development. [Viet
Nam News] [Voice of Vietnam]

China-Bangladesh cooperation deepens
with new health, education, and trade
initiatives

(Im) Chinese Ambassador to Bangladesh Yao Wen has
declared that the China-Bangladesh friendship has
entered a new phase, marked by a strategic shift
toward people-centered cooperation in healthcare,
education, and trade. Speaking at the opening of the
“China-Bangladesh People-to-People Exchange Year”
exhibition at Dhaka University, jointly organized by the
Yunnan Provincial Government and the Chinese
Embassy, Yao highlighted the growing strength of
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bilateral ties, now increasingly focused on human
development.

A key announcement involved an expansion of medical
cooperation: thousands of Bangladeshi patients will
now be able to receive treatment at hospitals in
China’s Yunnan Province, supported by streamlined
visa services. The move follows Chief Adviser
Muhammad Yunus's recent visit to China, which both
sides view as a catalyst for deeper collaboration.

Yao also welcomed the Bangladeshi government'’s
approval of a new direct flight route from Chittagong
to Yunnan, expected to significantly boost mobility and
facilitate greater exchange between the two countries.
In a further milestone, Bangladesh is set to export
fresh mangoes to China for the first time, with
deliveries to Kunming and other cities in Yunnan
beginning in late May.

As part of a broader institutional partnership, twelve
universities and six medical institutions from Yunnan
are currently in Dhaka to sign ten cooperation
agreements and establish five joint centers with
Bangladeshi universities. These efforts align with
China’'s broader commitment to Bangladesh'’s
development under the Belt and Road Initiative, which
Yao reaffirmed during the event. [Dhaka Tribune]

Japan reaffirms long-term support for
Bangladesh’s Rohingya crisis amid
shrinking global aid

(Im) Japan has pledged to maintain its support for
resolving the protracted Rohingya crisis, with
continued financial assistance and operational
cooperation with the Bangladeshi government and
humanitarian agencies. The commitment was
reaffirmed by Japanese Ambassador to Bangladesh
Saida Shinichi during his recent visit to the Rohingya
camps in Cox’'s Bazar, where he acknowledged the
growing challenges posed by declining international
support.

Since the massive Rohingya influx in August 2017,
Japan has contributed over USD 250 million to relief
efforts in both Cox's Bazar and Bhasan Char, focusing
on sectors such as food, healthcare, water and
sanitation (WASH), shelter, protection, and gender
mainstreaming. In addition, Japan provided USD 1
million in September to the United Nations High
Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) and UNICEF for
relief operations following flash floods that affected
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the Rohingya camps and surrounding areas. [Dhaka
Tribune]

India halts rail projects in Bangladesh
amid diplomatic tension over killing of
Hindu leader

(Im) India has suspended approximately USD 60 million
worth of funding and construction work on key railway
connectivity projects in Bangladesh. This decision
follows growing concerns over political instability and
the safety of labor in Bangladesh. The suspended
projects, which were part of an initiative to enhance
connectivity between India’s mainland and its
northeastern states through Bangladesh, include the
Akhaura-Agartala Cross-Border Rail Link, the Khulna-
Mongla Port Rail Line, and the Dhaka-Tongi-Joydebpur
rail expansion. Indian authorities are now exploring
alternative transit routes through neighboring
countries like Nepal and Bhutan, in addition to
focusing on expanding infrastructure within India,
especially through the strategically sensitive Siliguri
Corridor, also known as the "Chicken’s Neck."
[MoneyControl]

This shift in plans comes amid growing diplomatic
tensions between India and Bangladesh, following the
abduction and killing of Bhabesh Chandra Roy, a
prominent Hindu community leader in Bangladesh’s
Dinajpur district. Roy, who was vice-president of the
Biral unit of the Bangladesh Puja Udjapan Parishad,
was abducted, assaulted, and later declared dead at a
local hospital. His murder has sparked widespread
condemnation in both Bangladesh and internationally,
particularly from India. The Indian government has
sharply criticized Bangladesh'’s interim government
under Muhammad Yunus for failing to protect its
religious minorities, calling for stronger action to
safeguard them.

India’s Ministry of External Affairs issued a strong
statement condemning Roy's killing, labeling it part of a
broader pattern of minority persecution in
Bangladesh. The Indian government also rejected
remarks from Bangladesh on violence in West Bengal,
calling them “virtue signaling,” and underscoring the
importance of protecting minority rights without
deflection. The opposition Indian National Congress
(INC) also condemned the attack, highlighting a
disturbing trend of violence against Hindus in
Bangladesh and calling on the Indian government to
take more decisive diplomatic action. The INC pointed
to parliamentary data showing 76 attacks on Hindus in
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Bangladesh over the past two months, resulting in 23
deaths.

In response, the ruling Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP)
defended Prime Minister Narendra Modi's foreign
policy, accusing the INC of hypocrisy for ignoring
alleged attacks on Hindus in India, particularly in West
Bengal. BJP officials emphasized that diplomatic
relations should serve national interests rather than
partisan grievances.

Amid these tensions, the United States has issued an
updated travel advisory for Bangladesh, warning of
risks including kidnapping, political unrest, and
violence targeting religious minorities. U.S. citizens are
advised to reconsider travel to Bangladesh, especially
in areas of instability, and to seek prior clearance for
visits to high-risk zones. [The Hindu] [NDTV]

Bhutan'’s king visits India’s first
international multimodal logistics park in
Assam

(Im) Bhutan's King Jigme Khesar Namgyel Wangchuk
visited India’s northeastern state of Assam on April 19
to inspect India's first International Multimodal
Logistics Park (MMLP), located in Bongaigaon district.
The inspection was part of the final stages of the
MMLP's construction under the Bharatmala Project, a
national initiative in India aimed at enhancing the
country's road infrastructure, particularly in border
and coastal areas.

The logistics park, developed by the National Highways
and Infrastructure Development Corporation Ltd
(NHIDCL), will integrate road, rail, air, and waterways,
facilitating trade with neighboring countries like
Bhutan and Bangladesh. Spanning 317 acres along the
Brahmaputra River, the MMLP is expected to unlock
significant economic potential for Assam.

In addition to the logistics park, King Wangchuk also
visited the Inland Water Transport (IWT) project,
currently under construction on the Brahmaputra. The
project is seen as vital for improving regional
connectivity. [The Times of India]

King and Queen of Thailand to pay first
official royal visit abroad to Bhutan
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(Im) Thailand's King Maha Vajiralongkorn and Queen
Suthida will pay their first official royal visit abroad to
the Kingdom of Bhutan from April 25 to 28, at the
invitation of Bhutan's King Jigme Khesar Namgyel
Wangchuck. The visit aims to strengthen the bond
between the two countries, rooted in shared cultural
heritage and Buddhism.

Upon arrival in Bhutan, the Thai royals will be received
by the Bhutanese Royal Family and attend an official
welcome ceremony at Tashichho Dzong. They will also
visit the Dordenma Buddha Statue for a Buddhist
prayer ceremony, explore the Dechencholing Royal
Project, and observe Bhutanese cultural performances.

The visit will conclude with a trip to Dungkar Dzong to
pay homage and learn about the Gelephu Smart City
Development Project.[The Nation]

Indonesian defense minister makes first
official visit to Brunei, strengthens
bilateral military ties

(ga) Indonesian Defence Minister Lieutenant General
(Retd.) Sjafrie Sjamsoeddin made his first official visit to
Brunei Darussalam on April 15 since assuming office
on October 21, 2024. The visit began with a ceremonial
welcome at Bolkiah Garrison by Brunei's Minister at
the Prime Minister's Office and Minister of Defence II
General (Retd.) Halbi Mohd Yussof.

During the visit, both ministers held a bilateral meeting
where they reaffirmed the strength of Indonesia-
Brunei defense ties and discussed matters related to
regional and global peace and security. [Borneo
Bulletin 1]

Later the same day, Sjafrie was received in audience by
Sultan Hassanal Bolkiah of Brunei at Nurul Iman
Palace. He was accompanied by the Indonesian
Ambassador to Brunei Achmad Ubaedillah and senior
officials from the Indonesian Ministry of Defence.

Indonesia and Brunei have shared over four decades
of diplomatic relations, with defense cooperation
formalized in a Memorandum of Understanding signed
on April 10, 2003. Bilateral ties continue to be
strengthened through mechanisms such as high-level
visits, Joint Defence Working Committee (JDWC) and
BRUNESIA meetings, joint exercises, training
exchanges, and participation in ASEAN Defence
Ministers’ Meeting (ADMM). [Borneo Bulletin 2]
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France doubles export volume to Brunei
in 2024

(dgl) In 2024, France became Brunei's 28th largest
supplier, with exports reaching EUR13.8 million—more
than double the 2023 figure—driven by wood
products, machinery, and electronics. In contrast,
Brunei's exports to France totaled just EUR 929,000
(USD 1.05 million), mostly agri-food products, making it
France's 199th global supplier and the smallest in the
region.

These figures were presented by Raphael Badr,
Financial Counsellor at the French Embassy in
Singapore, during a French Bruneian Business
Association (FBBA) event in Brunei on April 18. He
noted France’s EUR 12.8 million (USD 14.5 million)
trade surplus with Brunei. [Borneo Bulletin]

Brunei, Switzerland discuss legislative
cooperation

(ga) On April 20, Speaker of Brunei's Legislative Council
Awang Abdul Rahman hosted Chairperson of
Switzerland's Parliamentary Delegation to European
Free Trade Association and European Union Thomas
Aeschi.

Discussions focused on legislative cooperation and
best practices. The visit also included a tour of the
Legislative Council's facilities, with participation from
Swiss diplomats and senior Brunei officials. [Borneo
Bulletin 2]

Brunei, Jordan commit to strengthening
ties in education, sports, and cultural
exchanges

(ga) Sultan Hassanal Bolkiah of Brunei received
President of the Jordan Olympic Committee Prince
Faisal bin Al-Hussein on April 15 during a visit to Brunei
from April 13 to 16. The meeting reaffirmed strong
bilateral ties between Brunei and Jordan in education,
sports, and cultural exchanges.

The Jordanian royal is also attending the 2nd Olympic
Council of Asia (OCA) Gender Equality Seminar, held
from April 12 to 16. [Borneo Bulletin]
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Cambodia, China sign contracts to propel
Funan Techo Canal Project forward

(sal) The Funan Techo Canal Project has moved
forward significantly following the signing of five key
agreements between Cambodia and a Chinese
company during Chinese President Xi Jinping's state
visit on April 17-18. This development counters earlier
doubts about potential delays or China pulling back
from the initiative.

Deputy Prime Minister Sun Chanthol, who has
overseen the project since its inception, signed a
public-private partnership (PPP) agreement with leng
Sunly of Funan Techo Coastal-Inland Waterway Co.,
Ltd., alongside shareholder, investment, construction,
and maintenance contracts. These agreements fall
under China’s Belt and Road Initiative and the
“Diamond Hexagonal Cooperation” framework, aiming
to boost regional development and livelihoods in
Cambodia.

Construction of the 180-kilometre canal, which began
with a groundbreaking ceremony in August 2024, is
expected to cost USD 1.7 billion and pass through
Kandal, Takeo, Kampot, and Kep provinces. It will
accommodate vessels of up to 3,000 DWT and is
projected to improve the country's domestic water
transport system significantly. [The Phnom Penh Post ]

China and Cambodia vow to collaborate in protecting
global security and justice

China and Cambodia have renewed their dedication to
collaborating closely in defense of global security and
justice. This commitment was emphasized by Wang
Wenbin, China's Ambassador Extraordinary and
Plenipotentiary to Cambodia, during a press
conference on April 19 at the Chinese Embassy. The
briefing followed Chinese President Xi Jinping's two-day
state visit to Cambodia, which yielded numerous (see
article in this edition), with Wang noting that the
Chinese people reject unilateralism, a thinly veiled
criticism of the U.S.

On Cambodia's side, Senate President Hun Sen
affirmed the nation’s readiness to stand alongside
China in addressing global challenges. The two nations
are working together to protect global peace and
fairness. He reiterated their shared pledge to maintain
the international system with the United Nations at its
core, defend a rules-based global order grounded in
international law, and preserve key international
norms as outlined in the UN Charter.
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He highlighted that President Xi's visit (see article in
this edition) reaffirmed China’s role as Cambodia’s
closest ally and most dependable development
partner, emphasizing that the strong bond between
the two countries remains steadfast. [ Khmer Times 1]

Prime minister defends Cambodia’s neutral foreign policy
against accusations of Chinese control

Meanwhile, Prime Minister Hun Manet has rejected
claims that Cambodia is falling under Chinese
influence or distancing itself from the United States.
Speaking at the inauguration of the International
Tourism Port in Kampot province, he reaffirmed
Cambodia’s commitment to a neutral and non-aligned
foreign policy, maintaining good relations with all
countries, including both the US and China.

Addressing criticism from opposition figures and
analyst Kim Sok—who alleged that a recent Cambodia-
China Joint Statement issued during Xi's visit indicated
Chinese control—Hun Manet insisted these claims
were false and misrepresented the statement's
content which reaffirms mutual respect for sovereignty
and opposition to foreign interference. [Khmer Times
2]

Cambodia records 90 percent trade deficit
with China in first quarter 2025

(sal) In the first quarter of 2025, trade between
Cambodia and China exceeded USD 4 billion, marking
a year-on-year increase of approximately 26 percent.
According to the General Department of Customs and
Excise (GDCE), the total trade value reached USD 4.07
billion—up from USD 3.21 billion in the same period
last year— and represented nearly 30 percent of
Cambodia's total global trade volume of USD 14.45
billion for the quarter.

Chinese exports to Cambodia dominated the trade,
totaling USD 3.72 billion—a 30.8 percent rise from Q1
2024. In contrast, Cambodian exports to China
dropped by 4.9 percent to USD 348.19 million,
resulting in a trade deficit of 3.37 billion, or 91.44
percent, compared to USD 2.44 billion the previous
year.

This growing trade imbalance also drew international
attention, with former U.S. President Donald Trump
referencing it in a speech earlier this month during
which he announced a 49 percent tariff on Cambodian
goods imported to the U.S,, citing a 97 percent trade
imbalance. [The Phnom Penh Post]
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Cambodia, Malaysia commit to expanding
military cooperation

(dqgl) General Vong Pisen, Commander-in-Chief of the
Royal Cambodian Armed Forces, and General Mao
Sophan, Commander of the Royal Cambodian Army,
met with General Tan Sri Dato’ Wira Muhammad
Hafizuddeain Jantan, Commander of the Malaysian
Army, on April 21 to discuss ways to strengthen
bilateral military ties. [Khmer Times 1]

In a separate meeting, General Mao Sophan held talks
General Tan Sri Dato’ Wira Muhammad Hafizuddeain
Bin Jantan, Chief of the Malaysian Army. Discussions
included expanding cooperation in staff talks, officer
exchanges, expert engagements, and joint exercises,
particularly in humanitarian assistance and disaster
relief. [Khmer Times 2]

Chinese President Xi Jinping concludes
week-long Southeast Asian tour with
visits in Malaysia and Cambodia

(na/tl) Following the visit in Vietnam on April 14-15 (see
AIR No. 15, April/2025, 3), Chinese President Xi Jinping
concluded his three-nation tour through Southeast
Asia with stops in Malaysia and Cambodia. The visits
came as Beijing seeks regional support amid escalating
trade tensions with the United States and to present
itself as a credible partner for Southeast Asian nations.

Xi Jinping for unity among Asian countries during
Malaysia visit

(na/tl) Chinese President Xi Jinping called for Asian
nations to resist "unilateralism and protectionism"
during talks with Malaysian Prime Minister Anwar
Ibrahim on April 16, as China seeks to strengthen
regional ties amid trade tensions with the United
States. [Reuters 1] [Xinhua 1]

Xi proposed building a "high-level strategic China-
Malaysia community with a shared future," outlining a
three-point proposal that involved upholding strategic
independence, combining forces for development, and
deepening inter-civilizational exchanges. He urged the
further establishment of diplomatic and defense
dialogue mechanisms to enhance security cooperation
between the two countries. [Ministry of Foreign Affairs,
China 1]



https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-sddhhjk-l-ihy/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-sddhhjk-l-ihj/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-sddhhjk-l-iht/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-sddhhjk-l-ihi/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-sddhhjk-l-ihd/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-sddhhjk-l-ihh/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-sddhhjk-l-ihh/

Xi stressed the need to counter "the law of the jungle
where the strong prey on the weak with the Asian
values of peace, cooperation, openness and
inclusiveness," in apparent reference to recent US tariff
policies. He also expressed China's readiness to sign
the China-ASEAN Free Trade Area Upgrade Protocol
with regional countries "as early as possible." [Ministry
of Foreign Affairs, China 1] [Xinhua 1]

Anwar, whose country holds ASEAN's rotating
chairmanship this year, stated that the bloc would not
endorse unilateral tariffs and that, through unity and
cooperation, ASEAN would maintain economic growth
and increase its strength. He described China, which
has been Malaysia’s largest trading partner since 2009,
as a "trusted friend" and “a very important partner”
while complimenting their reliability and rationality as
an ally. [Reuters 1] [SCMP 1]

China and Malaysia have agreed to manage South
China Sea tensions through peaceful dialogue and
reiterated their support for international
multilateralism in a joint statement issued at the close
of President Xi Jinping's state visit to Malaysia. The two
nations emphasized their commitment to finalizing a
long-delayed code of conduct between China and
ASEAN by next year, despite ongoing maritime frictions
involving Malaysia’s state oil firm Petronas and Chinese
vessels.

Both countries pledged to reinforce collaboration
under the UN, WTO, WHO, and BRICS frameworks,
while rejecting unilateral protectionist measures such
as arbitrary tariff increases. Malaysia also reaffirmed
its support for the one-China policy and rejected any
calls for Taiwan's independence. On international
matters, both sides urged full implementation of the
ceasefire in Gaza and reaffirmed their recognition of it
as part of Palestinian territory. President Xi has now
departed for Cambodia, the final stop of his Southeast
Asia tour. [Reuters 2]

Xi also met with Malaysia's King Sultan Ibrahim Sultan
Iskandar at the National Palace in Kuala Lumpur.
During the meeting, Xi emphasized the need for China
and Malaysia to reinforce mutual political trust and
work together through development strategies to
achieve “win-win results”.

Similar to his visit to Vietnam earlier in the week (see
AIR No. 15, April/2025, 3), Xi pointed out artificial
intelligence, digital economy and green economy as
some of his aims for cooperation with Malaysia.
Ibrahim expressed his readiness for Malaysia to boost
cooperation and investments with China, including
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industrial supply chains and people-to-people
exchange. [Xinhua 2] [Reuters 1] [SCMP 1]

31 agreements signed

The two countries exchanged 31 bilateral agreements
including digital economy, artificial intelligence,
railways, and visa exemptions following their meeting
in Putrajaya. The agreements span various fields
including trade, media, technology, education, and
infrastructure. Key highlights included a media
cooperation MoU between Malaysia's national public
broadcaster RTM and China's Xinhua News Agency,
aimed at enhancing news exchange and co-
productions. Additional media-related agreements
were signed with China Media Group and the
Malaysian National News Agency (Bernama).

In the area of diplomacy and development, Foreign
Ministers from both countries exchanged MoUs
supporting China’s Global Security and Development
Initiatives. A notable agreement on mutual visa
exemptions for ordinary and official passport holders
was also concluded.

Further deals covered transportation, specifically
railway cooperation, trade in services, and the
upgrading of the China-Malaysia “Two Countries, Twin
Parks” initiative. In science and technology,
agreements were made to establish joint laboratories
for Al and advanced materials, as well as cooperation
in satellite navigation using China’s BeiDou Satellite
system.

In higher education, a collaborative MoU was signed
between University of Malaya and Peking University to
develop an Al and new materials lab. Three MoUs
focused on cultural and tourism-related agreements
promoting heritage, tourism, and literature translation
are also included.

Digital and innovation sectors were also represented
through MoUs on Al, digital economy, and intellectual
property rights. In addition to the 31 MoUs, both
nations exchanged two notes, two agreements, and a
protocol. [Malaymail]

A phytosanitary protocol was signed, that secures
approval to export Malaysian premium young
coconuts to China, targeting high-quality, aromatic
varieties, especially the pandan coconut, which is
known for its natural sweetness and fragrance. Under
the new protocol, only coconuts from myGAP-certified
farms that follow integrated pest management
practices can be exported. [FreeMalaysiaToday]
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Xi concludes tour of Southeast Asia with visit to
Cambodia

Xi arrived in Phnom Penh on April 17 for a state visit to
Cambodia, concluding his Southeast Asian tour where
he argued against protectionism amid trade tensions
with the United States. Cambodian King Norodom
Sihamoni personally welcomed Xi at the airport during
a grand welcome ceremony. [Reuters 3]

In meetings with Senate President Hun Sen and Prime
Minister Hun Manet, Xi highlighted concerns about the
impact of trade wars on the global economic order.
Cambodia faces potential 49 percent “reciprocal” US
tariffs, though these remain under a 90-day pause. Xi
described bilateral relations as having remained “solid
as a rock” and stated that China and Cambodia have
an “ironclad friendship”.

He called for the two countries to deepen mutual trust
and strategic communication in areas including
diplomacy and defense, stating they should oppose
external forces that interfere in internal affairs. For his
part, Hun Sen expressed Cambodia's willingness to
strengthen security cooperation between the two
countries while expanding trade. [Ministry of Foreign
Affairs, China 2] [SCMP 2]

Cambodia, a major recipient of Chinese investment,
was seeking support for the proposed Funan Techo
Canal project estimated at USD 1.7 billion. The
following day, April 18, China and Cambodia signed the
canal deal. However, the signed project was instead
valued at USD 1.16 billion with a length of 151.6 km,
instead of the estimated 180 km. [Reuters 4]

This visit comes days after Cambodia deported several
Taiwanese individuals to China who were reportedly
working in telecom fraud centers. While Taiwan’s
lodged a strong protest with Cambodia for deporting
the Taiwanese telecom fraud suspects to China instead
of repatriating them to Taiwan (see AiR No. 15,
April/2025, 3), China's foreign ministry expressed
appreciation for Cambodia's adherence to the "one
China principle". [Reuters 3]

Xi's Southeast Asia tour demonstrated China’s effort to
strengthen relationships with neighboring countries as
it faces escalating tariffs from Washington. Throughout
his trip, Xi has advocated for Asian unity against what
he describes as unilateralism and protectionism in
international trade. [SCMP 2] [Xinhua 2]
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Chinese military expels Filipino vessel
following naval encounter in South China
Sea

(dh) On April 20, the Chinese navy said it had tracked
and asked a Philippine warship, the BRP Apolinario
Mabini, to leave waters it considers part of its territory.
The encounter occurred in the Scarborough Shoal,
which has been under China’s control since 2012,
though both countries claim it.

China's People’s Liberation Army (PLA) stated that the
Philippines’ actions were a serious infringement upon
China’s sovereignty and a breach of international law.
They also added that given such provocation the PLA's
Southern Theater Command will remain on high alert.
[China Military]

In response, the Philippine Navy defended its actions,
saying it was operating within its own maritime zones.
The incident occurred just ahead of the Balikatan joint
military exercises, which are annual drills between the
United States and the Philippines, which this year also
include forces from Australia and Japan.

China has criticized the drills, with officials calling them
disruptive to regional stability. Chinese analysts noted
that the decision to send a navy vessel, rather than the
coastguard, was likely in response to the involvement
of a Philippine military ship, and not necessarily tied to
the timing of the joint drills.

The situation reflects the broader strategic rivalry
between Washington and Beijing, with the South China
Sea remaining a flashpoint in their competition for
influence in the Indo-Pacific. [SCMP]

China-Indonesia Joint Foreign and Defense
Ministerial Dialogue looks to boost
economic and security ties

(dh) China’s Minister of Foreign Affairs, Wang Yi, and
Defense Minister Don Jun met with Indonesia’s Foreign
Minister Sugiono and Defense Minister Sjafrie
Sjamsoeddin on April 21 for the inaugural 2+2
Dialogue. This makes Indonesia the first nation to hold
a 2+2 Dialogue at the ministerial level with Beijing.
[Ministry of Foreign Affairs, China]

During this meeting, Wang urged closer cooperation
with Indonesia in opposing protectionist trade
practices, in thinly veiled reference to the U.S. At a joint
press conference, Wang called for stronger regional
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unity in supporting open and inclusive global trade,
warning that overuse of tariffs could harm
international economic exchanges. He also
emphasized the importance of upholding the World
Trade Organization’s multilateral system and creating a
fair, transparent trade environment.

The meeting marks a deepening of ties between
Beijing and Jakarta, particularly as both countries look
to expand cooperation within platforms like the United
Nations, G20, and BRICS, which Indonesia officially
joined in January. The two sides agreed to enhance
infrastructure and resource partnerships under
China's Belt and Road Initiative, including projects
focused on green minerals and critical resources.
[SCMP]

During the meetings, the two sides also signed
documents enhancing cooperation in maritime
security. Wang emphasized the need to ensure peace
and stability in the region, stating that a memorandum
of understanding had been signed between the two
nations’ coast guards to improve maritime safety and
security collaboration. [China State Council]

Dong Jun added that the two sides also plan to hold
joint counter-terrorism exercises later this year and
strengthen communication on regional security.
Indonesian ministers echoed this commitment,
emphasizing joint efforts to tackle transnational crime,
terrorism, and cybersecurity threats.

Although officials avoided directly mentioning the
Natuna Islands, a group of islands that lie within
Indonesia’s exclusive economic zone but overlap with
China’s contested "nine-dash line", the issue remains a
point of quiet concern for Jakarta. Indonesian patrols
have occasionally confronted Chinese fishing vessels in
these waters, and the government continues to
monitor China’s activities in the area closely.

Despite some maritime concerns, China and
Indonesia’s economic cooperation seems to remain
strong, with China being Indonesia’s largest trading
partner and a key investor in several major
infrastructure projects, including the Jakarta-Bandung
high-speed railway and a large-scale floating solar farm
in West Java. [AP]

This meeting follows from Sugino’s visit to Washington
last week, where he met with U.S. Secretary of State
Marco Rubio to discuss strengthening defense and
security cooperation, including within the South China
Sea- a region China claims. [SCMP]
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Azerbaijan president visits China

(na) On April 21, the Chinese Ministry of Foreign Affairs
announced that the President of Azerbaijan, llham
Aliyev, will visit China this week from April 22 to April
24. [Ministry of Foreign Affairs, China 1]

Ahead of the visit, the ministry highlighted China's
relationship with Azerbaijan, emphasizing the
“deepening political mutual trust”, cooperation on the
Belt and Road initiative, and international coordination
between the two countries. It added that Chinese
President Xi Jinping and Aliyev are expected to discuss
plans for growing bilateral relations. Aliyev will also
meet with Premier Li Qiang and Chairman of the NPC
Standing Committee Zhao Leji to discuss cooperation
in different fields. [Ministry of Foreign Affairs, China 2]

In July of 2024, China and Azerbaijan upgraded
bilateral relations to a strategic partnership, described
as a new starting point by Xi. Azerbaijan is China's
largest trading partner in the South Caucasus, with
bilateral trade between the two countries increasing
throughout 2023 and 2024, with bilateral trade at USD
3.7 billion in 2023.

Additionally, Azerbaijan holds notable geographical
importance for the transportation of Chinese goods to
Europe as part of the Trans-Caspian International
Transport Route (TITR), a consolidation of rail
companies from China, Kazakhstan, Azerbaijan,
Georgia, Turkey, Romania, and Poland. [CGTN] [State
Council, China] [Anadolu Agency]

China- U.S. trade tensions continue to rise

(dh/Ib) Recent weeks have seen rising trade tensions
between the U.S. and China, with both nations placing
tit-for-tat tariffs on one another (see AiR No. 15,
April/2025, 3). China have repeatedly refused to back
down from a trade war, stating they will not tolerate
bullying. Whilst both countries have signaled a
willingness to engage in dialogue or negotiations, the
trade war seems to have reached an impasse with
both countries waiting on the other to make the first
move whilst they also use other defesnive trade
measures to counter each other.

U.S. fears over Chinese export controls of rare earth
minerals, analysts suggest

As part of an escalating trade war between the U.S.
and China, which has seen increasing tit-for-tat tariffs
being imposed by each country, China has placed
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additional restrictions on the export of seven rare
earth minerals to the U.S. The repercussions and
significance of this move by China, which was
announced on April 4, have now been fully realized by
analysts, who have cited it as a unique bargaining chip
China holds in the current ongoing trade war. [BBC 1]
[CNN]

The move requires all companies to gain a license or
permission from the Chinese government to export
these minerals or items associated with them. Since
this announcement, shipments of rare earth minerals
out of China have practically ground to a halt as
companies face a potentially long and uncertain wait
for governmental approval. [Reuters 1]

Analysts have noted the U.S.'s excessive reliance on
Chinese imports of rare earth minerals which are vital
to U.S. industries, as they are essential for
manufacturing cars, semiconductors, drones and
missiles. Analysts have noted China’s near monopoly
on the market- controlling 61 percent of rare earth
mineral production and 92 percent of its processing.
The U.S. is especially vulnerable to this new rule, which
has also affected other countries such as Japan and
Germany, given that it relies on China for most of its
rare earth mineral imports, around 70 percent
between 2020 and 2023. [The New York Times] [BBC 1]

Chatham House, a UK-based think tank, and the
Center for Strategic and International Studies (CSIS),
based in Washington D.C., both warned of the impact
this halt on exports could have on the U.S. Both note
the U.S. military’s dependence on heavy rare earth
elements to produce vital defense technologies, such
as F-35 fighter jets, radar systems, drones, and
submarines. CSIS also states that the U.S. rare earths
industry does not have the current infrastructure to
compensate for the amount imported from China.
[CSIS] [Chatham House]

The Institute for Energy Research estimated, on April
16, that it could be at least 45 days before exports can
resume under the new licensing system. [Institute for
Energy Research]

Given the U.S!'s vulnerability, especially its defense
sectors, due to its dependence on Chinese rare earth
minerals, U.S. President Donald Trump announced a
probe into placing new tariffs on minerals exported
from China to the U.S. Trump cited the U.S.'s
vulnerability, i.e., its over-reliance on China, as a cause
for national security concern. [Reuters 2]

Ultimately, analysts suggest that the dependence on
China for rare earth materials is a weakness for the
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U.S., given the lack of available alternatives. With rising
trade tensions, China's monopoly on the industry has
given it a strategic advantage as any further
restrictions could damage the U.S. defense sector or
Trump's ambition to re-industrialize. [The Guardian]
[CSIS] [Chatham House]

China appoints new trade negotiator

Meanwhile, the Chinese government announced on
April 16 the replacement of top trade negotiator Wang
Shouwen, who has served as vice commerce minister
since 2015, with Li Chenggang. Li Chenggang has
previously served as a Chinese ambassador to the
World Trade Organization (WTO) as well as an assistant
commerce minister during U.S. President Donald
Trump's first administration. [Reuters 3]

This shift comes amid escalating trade tensions
between the world's two largest economies with the
U.S. imposing a 145 percent tax on Chinese imports-
with exceptions on some electrical goods- whilst China
is imposing a 125 percent levy on U.S. imports (see AR
No. 15, April/2025, 3). China has maintained that tariff
wars do not have any winners and stated a willingness
to negotiate but also have reiterated that they are not
afraid of seeing one through until the end. [China
Ministry of Foreign Affairs] [AP]

Analysts have noted the peculiarity of Li's appointment
given Wang's previous experience negotiating with the
Trump administration and his reputation as a tough
negotiator given the hardline stance China is pursuing.
While some analysts cite this change as a potentially
regular promotion, others have suggested some
political significance to the change given its disruptive
nature amidst a quickly escalating trade war with the
U.S. This has led some analysts to suggest that the
change is motivated by China’s desire to break the
negotiation deadlock with the U.S., as neither side is
yet to approach the other to engage in dialogue. It has
also been noted that Li's law background makes him
better suited to pursue China’s legal challenge to U.S.
tariffs presented to the WTO. [BBC 2] [Reuters 3]

U.S. threaten with 245 percent tariffs, China to ignore

Li's appointment came on the heels of a fact sheet
published by the White House on April 15, that
threatened China with tariffs of up to 245 percent on
imports to the U.S. as a result of their own tariffs levied
against the U.S. This would mean an additional 100
percent tariff added on Chinese goods which are
currently faced with a tax of 145 percent. [The White
House]
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China’s ministry of commerce responded by stating
that it would ignore further tariffs imposed by the U.S.-
citing it as a meaningless numbers game. The ministry
also reiterated that China would fight to the end if the
U.S. were to continue a trade war. [Ministry of
Commerce, China, in Chinese]

Whilst Washington has stated Trump's openness to
making a trade deal, it has also stated it is China's
responsibility to make the first move in terms of
negotiation. The commerce ministry has stated that it
will engage in trade talks, but that these talks should
be done with mutual respect and without the blackmail
of tariffs. [Reuters 4]

Trump signals start of trade talks

On April 17, U.S. President Donald Trump hinted at an
end to tit-for-tat tariff hikes with China. Speaking in the
Oval Office, Trump stated that Beijing and Washington
had engaged in talks and expressed optimism that a
trade deal would be reached within the next few
weeks. [AP News]

Trump remained unclear on whether he would raise
current tariffs any further. Speaking to reporters, he
signaled a desire to end tariff hikes to avoid getting to
a point where people no longer buy. Trump similarly
expressed optimism about a deal for TikTok, owned by
Chinese firm ByteDance, stating that it would be
resolved once a trade deal was sorted and that until
then, the U.S. will continue to extend the legal
deadline. He added that a deal would only take 5
minutes to make. The U.S. has declared that Chinese-
owned TikTok poses a threat to national security and
thus have required that ByteDance sell the social
media platform or it will face a nationwide ban. [BBC 2]
[Reuters 5] [SCMP]

Trump boasted of his strong relationship with Chinese
President Xi Jinping but remained ambiguous on the
nature of the talks that have occurred between the two
sides. He did not mention the specifics of the talks and
did not comment on whether Xi was involved. Analysts
have suggested that high-level talks required for a
trade deal to end the current impasse have not
happened yet. [Reuters 5] [SCMP]

U.S. targets China’s maritime dominance, but eases
measures following industry backlash

Following industry backlash, the U.S. has scaled back
previous plans to impose fees on Chinese-built ships.
Originally proposing fees of up to USD 1.5 million per
port call on all Chinese vessels, the revised policy
exempts ships serving domestic U.S. routes, the
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Caribbean, U.S. territories, and Great Lakes ports.
Empty ships that dock at U.S. ports to stock up with
exports are also exempt. These exemptions came after
senior stakeholders in the ocean shipping sector
warned that blanket fees would make U.S. exports less
attractive and could bring an additional USD 30 billion
of import costs to burden the American consumers.

Starting October 14, Chinese-built and owned ships will
face a USD 50 charge per net ton they carry, increasing
annually by an extra USD 30 over three years.
Alternatively, they will face a charge of USD 120 per
container unloaded, which increases to USD 250 after
three years if it works out more expensive than the net
ton calculation. Chinese-built vessels owned by non-
Chinese companies will be charged a lower rate of USD
18 per net ton, increasing annually by USD 5 over three
years. [Reuters 6]

A second measure to decrease Chinese maritime
dominance will come into effect in three years, with
the U.S. planning to place restrictions on the
transportation of liquified natural gas by foreign
vessels. The measures will become gradually stricter
over the next 22 years. [SCMP] [United States Trade
Representative]

These revised, and slightly diluted, measures are part
of the U.S.'s strategy to counter Chinese influence and
dominance in shipbuilding- the U.S. builds five a year in
comparison to China’s 1700. The Trump administration
aims to revive the U.S. shipbuilding industry, which it
sees as dominated by China due to unfair practices
that undercut U.S. businesses. The U.S. is also
considering more tariffs on port cranes and container
chassis of up to 100 percent. [Reuters 6] [United
States Trade Representative]

Analysts have warned that these measures will
negatively impact the global shipping industry, with
China's cargo bookings already down by up to 60
percent for the next three weeks. [SCMP 2] [SCMP 3]

The move has sparked criticism from China’s Ministry
of Commerce and triggered coordinated statements
from national trade and industry groups, including the
China Federation of Logistics & Purchasing, the China
Association of the National Shipbuilding Industry, and
China Association of the National Shipbuilding
Industry. [India Shipping News]

They contend that the US action is unilateral and
protectionist, warning it would negatively affect
companies and consumers in both countries, accusing
the U.S. of a “blatant violation” of international trade
rules and based on “false accusations,” and


https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-sddhhjk-l-djh/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-sddhhjk-l-djk/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-sddhhjk-l-dju/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-sddhhjk-l-dju/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-sddhhjk-l-dtl/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-sddhhjk-l-dtr/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-sddhhjk-l-dtr/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-sddhhjk-l-dty/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-sddhhjk-l-dtj/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-sddhhjk-l-dtt/

underscoring the role of Chinese shipping firms in
sustaining global supply chains.

The Chinese Ministry of Commerce reiterated its
strong opposition, describing the US measures as
discriminatory and non-market-oriented. It added that
China would monitor the situation closely and take
steps to safeguard its interests. [Xinhua] [Global Times]

China to host informal UN meeting in response to U.S.
tariffs

China plans to host an informal United Nations
meeting next week to voice concerns over U.S. trade
policies, particularly the growing use of tariffs, which it
sees as harmful to international cooperation and
economic stability.

The meeting, which is open to all UN member states
and scheduled for April 23, will allow China to argue
that U.S. tariffs are being used as a political and
economic weapon, straining global trade systems and
violating established international norms. A document
outlining the meeting’s agenda claims these actions
have disrupted the world economy and undermined
the principles of multilateralism.

Chinese officials have said they will continue using
global platforms to raise awareness about what they
see as the negative effects of unilateral measures and
economic pressure. The Chinese foreign ministry
emphasized that these actions create significant
challenges not just for China but for the international
community. China has also accused the U.S. of
bullying. [China Ministry of Foreign Affairs 2]

According to reports, the U.S. is also engaging with
dozens of other countries to encourage them to avoid
becoming indirect trade routes for Chinese goods or
markets for low-cost Chinese exports. This is part of
the U.S.'s broader strategic aims, which are to isolate
China economically.

In a meeting earlier last week, China and other
members of the Group of Friends in Defense of the
Charter of the United Nations, which includes
countries such as Russia, Venezuela, Laos and Iran,
have pushed back and criticized the weaponization of
tariffs. A recent statement from this group criticized
the use of trade restrictions as a means of pressuring
other nations and reaffirmed their intention to resist
such tactics collectively.

Meanwhile, concerns are growing about the broader
impact of these tensions. The United Nations
Conference on Trade and Development warned that
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global economic growth could slow to 2.3 percent. The
head of the World Trade Organization offered an even
starker warning, suggesting that if the world divides
into rival economic blocs, global GDP could shrink by
as much as 7 percent in the long run. [SCMP 4]

China to stop new investment in U.S. private equity

Chinese state-backed investors are stepping back from
U.S. private equity, reflecting growing caution as
tensions between Beijing and Washington continue to
rise. According to the Financial Times, major
institutions like China Investment Corporation (CIC)
have paused new commitments to American firms
such as Blackstone, TPG, and Carlyle. Some have also
asked to be excluded from deals involving U.S. assets
altogether, even when those deals are led by firms
outside the U.S.

For years, these indirect investments, usually made
through private equity partnerships, were among the
few channels available for Chinese capital to reach
Western markets, especially as direct investments
faced increased regulatory hurdles. Funds like CIC and
SAFE have been instrumental in fueling the growth of
U.S. private equity, with roughly 25% of their combined
$2.35 trillion in assets allocated to alternative
investments by 2023.

Now, even previously planned investments are being
shelved. This shift highlights how the uncertain political
and economic relationship between the two countries
is prompting Chinese investors to reassess their
exposure and adopt a more cautious stance.
[Investing.com]

China warns against appeasement

On April 21, China's Ministry of Commerce offered a
warning to countries that attempt to make deals with
the U.S. that could harm Beijing's interests. This
warning comes amid reports that the U.S. will pressure
other countries to limit trade with China in return for
relief from U.S. tariffs.

The Ministry of Commerce stated that: “Appeasement
cannot bring peace, and compromise cannot earn one
respect.” The ministry added that China will respond to
and take the necessary countermeasures to countries
that reach a deal at the expense of China’s interests.
[BBC 3] [China Ministry of Commerce, in Chinese]

China's warning against appeasement comes as the

U.S. attempts to isolate China economically. Whilst Xi
has gone on a charm offensive to try to capitalize on
the uncertainty produced by Trump's tariffs, analysts
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have noted that China’s aggressive history of economic
coercion and military assertiveness has not helped
them make any significant progress. Additionally, for
many countries, the U.S. remains their largest export
market, whilst they are equally wary of their own
markets being flooded with cheap Chinese goods.
[CNN 2]

U.S. set high tariffs on Southeast Asian solar panel
imports

Meanwhile, the U.S. Commerce Department
announced record-high tariffs on solar panel imports
from four Southeast Asian countries - Malaysia,
Cambodia, Thailand, and Vietnam. The tariffs, ranging
from 14 percent to 3400 percent, will severely impact
Chinese solar panel manufacturers. These tariffs,
labelled as anti-dumping and anti-subsidy
countervailing duties, follow a year-long investigation
into allegations of Chinese subsidies and unfair
dumping of cheap products into the US by solar panel
companies.

These new tariffs will heavily affect Chinese solar panel
companies that conduct their manufacturing in
Southeast Asia. For instance, the Chinese company Jink
Solar, who manufacture in Malaysia, will face a duty of
41 percent, while Trina Solar, who conduct production
in Thailand, will be hit with a 375 percent tariff on their
products.

The tariffs will be finalized in June, if a vote by the
International Trade Commission deems the industry to
have been harmed by Chinese subsidizing and
dumping of imports. [BBC 4] [SCMP 5]

US sanctions Chinese refiner over Iran oil
ties amid renewed nuclear talks

(Ib) The United States has imposed fresh sanctions on
a small refinery in China’s Shandong province, accusing
it of purchasing more than USD 1 billion (CNY 7.2
billion) worth of crude oil from Iran. The move is part
of President Donald Trump's revived “maximum
pressure” campaign to curtail Tehran's oil revenues
and nuclear ambitions [AP] [Reuters].

The sanctioned refinery is the second China-based
“teapot” refinery to be penalized since the return of
Trump to office. Teapot refineries are small,
independently operated facilities that typically operate
outside China’s mainstream oil sector. According to the
US Treasury Department, some of the oil was
purchased from front companies linked to Iran’s
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paramilitary Revolutionary Guard, a body Washington
classifies as a terrorist organization [AP].

The action is part of a broader effort to undermine
what US officials call Iran’s “shadow fleet” — a vast
network of vessels and companies that disguise the
origins of oil shipments to evade sanctions. In addition
to the Chinese refinery, several other companies and
tankers involved in Iranian oil shipments were also
blacklisted. The Treasury updated its guidance to
maritime stakeholders on how to detect evasion
tactics, stressing that any party aiding Iran’s oil trade
risks exposure to sanctions [Reuters].

The announcement coincided with plans for a second
round of nuclear talks between the United States and
Iran in Rome, following an initial meeting in Oman
earlier this month. Despite the diplomacy, Washington
has warned that sanctions enforcement will remain
strict. “As long as Iran attempts to generate oil
revenues to fund its destabilizing activities, the United
States will hold both Iran and all its partners in
sanctions evasion accountable,” said Tammy Bruce, a
State Department spokesperson [AP].

China, Iran’s largest oil customer, dismissed the
sanctions as “unwarranted suppression” and vowed to
take necessary measures to defend its interests. The
Chinese embassy in Washington said the actions
undermine international trade norms and infringe on
the rights of Chinese firms. Beijing continues to reject
unilateral sanctions and has built a trade system with
Tehran that bypasses the US dollar, relying instead on
the Chinese yuan and intermediaries.

The renewed pressure campaign comes as Iran’s
nuclear activities have significantly surpassed limits set
in the 2015 deal abandoned by Trump in 2018.
Western powers accuse Tehran of enriching uranium
well beyond civilian levels, though Iran insists its
program is strictly for peaceful energy production. [AP]
[Reuters]

Iranian foreign minister to visit China

The sanctions come as Iranian Foreign Minister Seyed
Abbas Araghchi will visit China on April 23 at Beijing's
invitation, the Chinese foreign ministry announced on
April 22. [Ministry of Foreign Affairs, China]

The trip precedes a third round of nuclear talks
between Tehran and Washington, scheduled for April
28 in Oman. Araghchi recently emphasized Iran’s close
consultations with Russia and China on nuclear
matters during a visit to Moscow. [Reuters]
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China hits back at Washington with
sanctions over Hong Kong tensions

(Ib) China has announced sanctions on United States
congress members, government officials, and heads of
non-governmental organizations in retaliation for
recent U.S. measures against Chinese and Hong Kong
officials. The move reflects mounting tensions over the
status of Hong Kong and Washington’s ongoing
criticism of Beijing's approach to the city's political
freedoms.

The Chinese Ministry of Foreign Affairs confirmed the
measures on April 21, stating they were a response to
the U.S. sanctions issued in March, which targeted six
individuals for their alleged role in transnational
repression and erosion of Hong Kong's autonomy.
These included Hong Kong's Secretary for Justice Paul
Lam and former Police Commissioner Raymond Siu.
[Reuters] [AP]

The Chinese foreign ministry said the decision was
made under China's Anti-Foreign Sanctions Law and
condemned the U.S. action as a serious breach of
international law and interference in China’s domestic
affairs. “Hong Kong is China’s Hong Kong,” the ministry
stated, warning that any U.S. move deemed hostile
would trigger “resolute and reciprocal
countermeasures”. [Ministry of Foreign Affairs, China]
[Reuters]

Tensions between the two countries over Hong Kong
have escalated since the introduction of Hong Kong's
national security law in 2020, which Beijing claims
restored order after mass protests, while critics argue
it has curtailed freedoms. Authorities in Hong Kong
have issued arrest warrants for nineteen overseas-
based activists, offering bounties of USD 128,000 for
information leading to their capture. Some of the
targeted individuals reside in the United States. [AP]

The U.S. continues to cite Beijing's crackdown on civil
society and press freedom in Hong Kong as
justification for its stance, while China maintains that
such criticism is unjustified interference.

U.S. accuse Chinese firm of supporting
Houthis

(dh) The U.S. government has claimed that a Chinese
satellite company, Chang Guang Satellite Technology,
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is providing support to Houthi rebels in Yemen by
supplying satellite imagery. According to the State
Department, this information is being used to help the
Iran-aligned group target U.S. naval vessels and other
ships in the Red Sea.

The State Department called the alleged involvement
“unacceptable” and said the support appears to have
continued despite discussions with Chinese officials. It
also pointed to a broader concern that some China-
based companies are contributing technical and
economic assistance to countries like Iran, Russia, and
North Korea. [U.S. Department of State]

These accusations have contradicted China’s efforts to
present itself as a neutral player on the global stage.
China’'s embassy in Washington said they were not
aware of the issue and offered no comment. The
satellite company has not responded publicly.

These accusations come amid broader U.S.-China
tensions over trade and national security, with both
countries locked in ongoing geopolitical and economic
competition. [Reuters]

Ex-NYPD sergeant convicted and
sentenced for stalking Chinese expat

(dh) On April 16, a former New York police sergeant,
Michael McMahon, was sentenced to 18 months in
prison for his involvement in what U.S. officials
describe as an effort by the Chinese government to
pressure a former Chinese official, Xu Jin, to return to
China from the United States. McMahon, convicted in
2023, was accused of assisting in a broader campaign
known as “Operation Fox Hunt,” which China says is
aimed at pursuing fugitives and recovering stolen
assets. U.S. authorities, however, view it as a way to
intimidate political dissidents overseas.

McMahon maintains that he was unaware of the
Chinese government’s involvement and believed he
was conducting a standard private investigation for a
Chinese construction firm. He said he was misled into
thinking the job was about recovering embezzled
funds and expressed regret in court, describing the
experience as a personal and professional downfall.

Evidence presented at the trial showed that McMahon
conducted surveillance and accessed law enforcement
databases, with the information ultimately used to
pressure Xu. Tactics reportedly included emotional
appeals, and a threatening note left at Xu's New Jersey
home. The judge acknowledged McMahon's service
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and the support he received from family, friends, and
two U.S. lawmakers, but said his actions contributed to
a campaign that threatened the targeted individual's
safety and undermined U.S. national security.

His lawyer emphasized that McMahon never intended
to aid a foreign government and believed he was doing
legitimate work, arguing that he was misled and
unfairly caught up in a larger scheme. [AP]

McMahon's conviction came amid a general push by
the previous Biden administration to clamp down on
transnational repression from the U.S.'s authoritarian
opponents, such as China and Iran. The Trump
administration is expected to dial down the
enforcement of US foreign influence laws, opting to
focus only on more typical cases of foreign espionage.
[SCMP]

China accuses US of conducting
cyberattacks during Asian Winter Games

(na) China's Harbin public security bureau has placed
three US National Security Agency (NSA) operatives on
a wanted list after accusing them of conducting
cyberattacks during the February Asian Winter Games.
According to Chinese state media, the agents targeted
critical infrastructure including energy, transportation,
telecommunications, and defense research institutions
in the Heilongjiang province. [Xinhua]

Chinese authorities also implicated the University of
California and Virginia Tech in the cyber-attack, though
they did not specify their roles. The attacks allegedly
focused on systems containing sensitive personal data.
Authorities claimed that the attacks were carried out
with the intention of damaging critical information
infrastructure, stealing confidential information, and
stirring social disorder.

The Chinese foreign ministry confirmed the attacks
and urged the US “to take a responsible attitude on the
cybersecurity issue”, stop cyberattacks against China,
and to cease the "groundless vilification against China”.
[Ministry of Foreign Affairs, China]

This follows recent US indictments last month against
alleged Chinese hackers' targeting of the US Defense
Intelligence Agency and US Department of Commerce
(see AIR No. 10, March/2025, 2), alongside targeting of
the foreign ministries of Taiwan, South Korea, India,
and Indonesia. Beijing denies any involvement in these
cases. [Reuters]
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Canadian Prime Minister names China as
country’s biggest security threat

(na) Canadian Prime Minister Mark Carney labeled
China as Canada’s biggest geopolitical threat in
response to a question during a debate on April 17.
The following day, Carney criticized China’s partnership
with Russia and claimed that China was a threat to
Taiwan and the rest of Asia. These comments were
made ahead of the Canadian election, to be held on
April 28. [Reuters]

Carney's statements come not long after Canadian
intelligence reports claimed that the popular China-
based social media app, WeChat, was being used to
influence public perception about Mark Carney leading
up to the election. These reports, which were released
on April 7, asserted that news accounts with ties to the
Chinese Communist Party were amplifying narratives
with the goal to influence Canadian-Chinese
communities. [Privy Council Office, Canada]

Canada is currently locked in a trade conflict with the
US after the Trump administration levied tariffs against
automobiles, steel, aluminum, and other goods. China,
also hit by US tariffs, is making an effort to increase
trade ties with other countries, including strengthening
relationships within Southeast Asia and the EU as part
of this strategy. [Reuters] [SCMP 1] [SCMP 2]

Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskiy
accuses China of supplying weapons to
Russia

(na) Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelensky accused
China of supplying weapons and gunpowder to Russia
during a press conference in Kyiv on April 17. This
marks the first time Ukraine has publicly accused
China of providing direct military assistance to Russia
in the ongoing war. Zelensky specifically mentioned
artillery among the supplied items, though he did not
clarify whether he was referring to artillery systems or
shells. [SCMP]

Zelensky also claimed that Chinese representatives are
involved in the production of weapons on Russian
territory. He indicated he would provide more details
this week, stating that he had previously received
assurances from Chinese President Xi Jinping that
China would not sell or supply weapons to Russia.
[Reuters 1]
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The Chinese Ministry of Foreign Affairs denied
Zelensky's accusations as “groundless”, stating that
China has never provided lethal weapons to either
Ukraine or Russia during the ongoing conflict. They
went on to claim that the majority of Russia’s imported
weapon components were from the US and the West.
[Ministry of Foreign Affairs, China]

On April 18, Ukraine updated the list of sanctions
entities, which now includes three Chinese companies
who Ukraine says are involved in the production of
Russia Iskander missiles. [Reuters 2]

On April 8, Zelensky revealed the capture of two
Chinese nationals who had been fighting for Russia
(see AiR No. 15, April/2025, 3). He claimed that Ukraine
had information about 155 Chinese citizens fighting for
the Russian military. China, which has sought to
maintain an image of neutrality in the conflict,
criticized Zelensky's remarks about Chinese nationals,
describing them as “irresponsible”.

China has maintained close economic ties with Russia
during the war in Ukraine but has denied direct
involvement in the conflict. Chinese weapon supplies
to Russia would represent a significant shift in China’s
position. Russia has already received forms of military
aid from Iran and North Korea. [Reuters 1]

China feels chill as Russia's import
demand shrinks

(Ib) Russia’s economic slowdown is beginning to hit
Chinese exporters, with a notable dip in demand for
high-value goods like cars, electronics, and machinery.
First-quarter customs data showed Russia imported
USD 22 billion (CNY 164 billion) in goods from China —
a 6.9 percent drop compared to the same period in
2024.

The decline follows a strong trade surge over the past
two years, as China became Russia’s top supplier after
many Western countries imposed sanctions over the
February 2022 invasion of Ukraine. Bilateral trade
peaked at USD 239 billion in 2024, but the momentum
is weakening. Interest rates in Russia remain at 21
percent, making borrowing expensive. Combined with
labor shortages and a militarized economy, this has
dampened investment and curbed household
consumption.

The slowdown is especially visible in the auto sector,
where Chinese brands captured more than 50 percent
of the market after Western carmakers withdrew.
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Despite that dominance, demand has eased amid
speculation of Western carmakers returning and
weaker income growth. The same trend has hit
imports of electronics, appliances, and industrial
equipment, including cranes and diggers, which have
been falling since late 2024.

Though China accounted for just 3.2 percent of its total
exports to Russia last year, its economic ties with
Moscow have grown in strategic importance. Beijing
recently announced plans to boost imports of Russian
liquefied natural gas and has halted purchases of US
LNG.

Analysts suggest some Chinese firms may lower prices
or profit margins to retain market share, even in the
face of secondary sanctions and payment restrictions.
“Russia definitely cannot substitute for the US,” said
Alexander Gabuev of the Carnegie Russia Eurasia
Center, “but it is a sizeable market, and a lot of Chinese
feel that they don’t have much to lose.” [Reuters]

Chinese military aircraft arrive in Egypt
for joint exercise

(dql) At least five Chinese Y-20 transport aircraft landed
in Cairo last week, ahead of the first-ever joint air force
exercise between China and Egypt, “Eagle of Civilization
2025," which will continue until mid-May.

Furthermore, flight tracking data revealed the arrival of
a KJ-500 airborne early warning and control aircraft,
prompting discussions among analysts about China’s
expanding influence in the Middle East and North
Africa—traditionally dominated by U.S., Russian, and
French arms suppliers.

The Y-20, a central component of China’s strategic
airlift capability, can carry up to 66 tons over distances
up to 7,800km, enabling it to transport heavy military
equipment such as the Type 99A tank. The KJ-500,
based on the Y-9 airframe, features advanced radar
capable of tracking stealth aircraft like the U.S. F-22
and F-35.

China and Egypt have also expanded naval
cooperation. In August 2024, Chinese warships
participated in joint drills in the eastern
Mediterranean, and the Y-20 was showcased at the
Egypt International Airshow. Photos of the Y-20 and
PLA J-10 fighters performing over the Pyramids were
widely circulated online. [SCMP] [Defence Blog]
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Kenyan President visits China

(dh) China’s Ministry of Foreign Affairs has announced
that Kenyan President William Ruto will visit China this
week, upon invitation from Chinese President Xi
Jinping, from April 22-26. He is scheduled to hold
bilateral talks with Xi, Premier Li Qiang, and National
People's Congress Chairman Zhao Leji. The trip marks
Ruto’s third visit to China, with his last visit coming in
September 2024. [China Ministry of Foreign Affairs]
[Capital News]

Ruto's visit will also coincide with the Kenya-China
Business Forum, which brings together over 100
businesses from both nations, in which Ruto is
expected to pitch Kenya as an attractive partner to
China for more trade, investment, and infrastructure
opportunities.

In addition, Xi and Ruto are expected to discuss global
cooperation, sustainable development, and economic
transformation. Ruto's visit is expected to build upon
Kenya's strong relationship with China, as it has been
China’s leading Belt and Road Initiative (BRI) partner in
Africa. Both countries are expected to sign a
Comprehensive Strategic Partnership Agreement,
which will serve as a framework to strengthen bilateral
projects. [Capital News]

Brazil aims to boost agricultural exports
to China in light of rare trade deficit

(dh) In early 2025, Brazil recorded a rare trade deficit
with China, the first in nearly a decade, driven by a
sharp rise in Chinese imports, particularly solar panels
and petroleum platforms. The deficit, which hit USD
3.2 billion in February, was reversed by March with a
USD 700 million surplus, thanks to a surge in Brazilian
mineral exports.

Analysts link the import spike to fears of a flood of low-
cost Chinese goods amid escalating U.S.-China trade
tensions. China's overcapacity, especially in solar panel
production, has undercut local Brazilian manufacturers
and raised concerns over growing dependence on
Chinese goods.

While China remains Brazil's top trading partner, critics
warn of a deepening reliance on cheap imports and
unprocessed commodity exports. Fertilizer imports
from China soared 625 percent, highlighting Brazil's
vulnerability in agriculture. [SCMP 1]
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In light of these trade developments, Brazilian
President Luiz Inacio Lula da Silva is set to visit China
next month (see AiR No. 15, April/2025, 3) whilst
Brazilian and Chinese senior officials in the agriculture
industry met last week.

On April 17 and 18, China'’s vice-minister of agriculture
and rural affairs, Zhang Zhili and his delegation met
with Brazil's agriculture minister, Carlos Favaro, to
discuss ways Brazil can increase its agricultural exports
to China.

As U.S. tariffs on Chinese goods rise, Brazilian officials
have seen the potential to expand exports to China,
especially in agriculture. Analysts noted that Brazil can
particularly capitalize on its exports of meat and
soybeans, areas where it overlaps significantly with the
U.S. The broader geopolitical rift is also prompting
Brazil to deepen ties within BRICS to diversify trade
partnerships and reduce reliance on China and the
U.S. Some analysts warned that Brazil should also be
prepared for the chance of China and the U.S.
reconciling, which could negatively impact Brazil's
export ambitions to China. [SCMP 2]

India imposes temporary tariff on some
steel imports to curb cheap Chinese
shipments

(Im) India has introduced a 12 percent temporary tariff
on certain steel imports, primarily targeting Chinese
steel, to protect its domestic steel industry. The tariff,
which will remain in place for 200 days starting April
21, is designed to alleviate pressure on Indian steel
mills that have faced rising competition from cheap
foreign imports, particularly from China.

The safeguard duty comes after an investigation,
initiated in December 2024, revealed that cheap steel
imports had caused significant challenges for local
producers. India, the world's second-largest producer
of crude steel, has been struggling with rising imports,
leading to concerns about job cuts and operational
scaling back in the domestic steel sector. Steel Minister
H.D. Kumaraswamy stated that this measure would
help ensure fair competition and provide relief to
domestic producers, particularly small and medium-
sized enterprises.

The move is aimed directly at Chinese steel, which was
the second-largest steel exporter to India after South
Korea in 2024/25. Despite these efforts, India
continues to face trade imbalances, having been a net
importer of finished steel for two consecutive years,
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with imports reaching a nine-year high of 9.5 million
metric tons in 2024/25. The Indian steelmakers’ body,
which includes major players like JSW Steel, Tata Steel,
and the Steel Authority of India (SAIL), has raised
concerns about the growing volume of imports and
has lobbied for additional curbs to protect the local
industry.

This tariff decision marks India’s first significant trade
policy change following similar moves by the U.S.
under President Donald Trump's administration, which
imposed tariffs on a broad range of goods, especially
targeting China. India’s new tariff is seen as part of its
broader strategy to address the challenges posed by
cheap imports and to bolster the competitiveness of its
domestic steel sector in the face of global pressures.
[Reuters]

Sri Lanka scraps planned naval drills with
Pakistan after Indian objections

(Im) Sri Lanka has reportedly canceled a planned naval
exercise with Pakistan near the strategic port of
Trincomalee following concerns raised by India,
according to multiple sources. The joint drills were
initially scheduled to take place off Sri Lanka’s
northeastern coast, where Trincomalee offers one of
the region’s finest natural harbors and holds significant
strategic value in the Bay of Bengal.

New Delhi's objections stem from Pakistan’s close
naval cooperation with China, particularly the People's
Liberation Army Navy (PLAN). Indian military analysts
argue that allowing Pakistani warships to operate near
Trincomalee could pose a long-term security risk. The
move to shelve the naval drills is understood to have
occurred shortly before Indian Prime Minister
Narendra Modi's visit to Colombo.

India has been strengthening its ties with Sri Lanka in
recent years, particularly around Trincomalee, where a
trilateral agreement involving India, Sri Lanka, and the
United Arab Emirates (UAE) was recently signed to
develop the port as a regional energy hub. This
agreement includes plans to revitalize the World War
ll-era oil tank farms in Trincomalee.

In a parallel development, India and Sri Lanka also
signed a new defense cooperation agreement during
Modi's Colombo visit, aimed at institutionalizing
military collaboration between the two nations—a
significant step forward since the strained ties
following the Indian Peace Keeping Force's presence in
the 1980s.
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India’s growing strategic engagement with Sri Lanka,
including the earlier handover of a Dornier maritime
surveillance aircraft, comes amid heightened vigilance
over China’s expanding maritime footprint in the
Indian Ocean. Chinese surveillance vessels docked in
Sri Lankan ports in both 2022 and 2023 had already
triggered diplomatic tensions with New Delhi. [The
Hindu]

Japan to provide India Shinkansen bullet
trains for free as inspection vehicles for
high-speed rail corridor

(rt) Japan will provide India with two Shinkansen bullet
train sets—one each from the E5 and E3 series—at no
cost, to be used as inspection vehicles for the Mumbai-
Ahmedabad High-Speed Rail (MAHSAR) corridor, which
is currently under construction. The trains, which will
be delivered in early 2026, will be retrofitted with
inspection equipment to monitor operational
conditions, including the effects of high temperatures
and dust. The data collected will support future plans
for domestic production of an E10 series Shinkansen
adapted to Indian conditions.

Commercial operation of Shinkansen trains on the
MAHSAR corridor is expected to begin by 2033. Indian
officials believe the high-speed rail corridor will
significantly boost economic activity along its route and
catalyze a broader shift toward high-quality
manufacturing. The project is seen as a foundation for
expanding the bullet train network across the country.

India has also proposed to Japan that it is prepared to
manufacture and export bullet train coaches
domestically, a move that could reduce long-term
operational costs and promote India as a hub for high-
speed rail technology. [The Economic Times]

U.S.-India trade talks gain momentum
amid Vice President Vance's visit to New
Delhi

(rt/Im) U.S. Vice President JD Vance began a week-long
visit to India on April 18, 2025, aiming to deepen
strategic and economic cooperation between the two
countries amidst rising global trade tensions. Vance's
visit, which will conclude on April 24, includes
engagements in New Delhi, Jaipur, and Agra, and
blends high-level diplomacy with cultural outreach.
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This visit marks Vance's first official trip to India since
assuming office and occurs against the backdrop of
trade tensions, particularly the tariffs imposed by U.S.
President Donald Trump. While these tariffs, including
a 10 percent levy on Indian exports, were temporarily
suspended for 90 days, the visit offers a crucial window
for the two nations to stabilize their economic relations
and make progress on the long-pending Bilateral Trade
Agreement (BTA). [The Hindu] [The Indian Express]

On April 21, Vice President Vance met with Indian
Prime Minister Narendra Modi in New Delhi. Both
leaders hailed the “significant progress” made in trade
talks, emphasizing the importance of strengthening
bilateral cooperation in areas such as defense, energy,
technology, and Indo-Pacific connectivity. Modi
reiterated his warm greetings to President Trump and
expressed anticipation for his upcoming visit to India
later in the year. The talks, which also involved senior
officials from both sides, laid the groundwork for
accelerating the BTA negotiations, which have the
ambitious goal of more than doubling bilateral trade to
USD 500 billion by 2030. [Reuters 1] [CNBC]

The BTA, under negotiation, is comprehensive,
covering 19 chapters that address goods, services,
digital tax, tariff and non-tariff barriers, customs
facilitation, rules of origin, and dispute resolution
mechanisms. Both sides have finalized the Terms of
Reference (ToRs), which have set the stage for
technical discussions. In-person negotiations are
scheduled to begin in Washington, D.C., in early May.
India is also considering an "early tranche" agreement
that would focus on a limited set of issues to achieve
initial outcomes while the full agreement is finalized by
the fall of 2025. Indian officials, led by chief negotiator
Rajesh Agrawal, are preparing for a three-day round of
talks in Washington starting April 23. [The Economic
Times] [The Times of India]

As part of the trade discussions, India, which holds a
USD 41 billion trade surplus with the U.S., is exploring
ways to increase imports from the U.S. in sectors such
as crude oil, liquefied natural gas (LNG), plastics, and
gold. These efforts are aimed at fostering goodwill and
smoothing the path for a broader agreement. The U.S.
has also pressed India to address trade imbalances,
particularly in the retail sector, where U.S. e-commerce
giants like Amazon and Walmart seek full market
access. [Reuters 2]

In addition to the trade talks, India is revising its
nuclear liability laws to attract U.S. companies such as
General Electric and Westinghouse. The proposed
amendments aim to cap liability for accidents in line
with international norms, addressing a key barrier to
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foreign investment in India’s nuclear sector. The
reforms would provide greater certainty for U.S. firms,
which have been hesitant to enter the market due to
concerns over unlimited liability. These changes are
expected to be presented to Parliament in July 2025.
[Reuters 3]

Further engagement between the U.S. and India is
expected in the coming months. Indian Finance
Minister Nirmala Sitharaman is currently in the U.S.,
where she is scheduled to meet U.S. Treasury
Secretary Scott Bessent to discuss tariffs and economic
cooperation. [MoneyControl] [Reuters 4]

Indian Prime Minister Modi and US tech
billionaire Musk explore potential
collaboration in technology

(Im) Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi recently
discussed the potential for collaboration in technology
and innovation with billionaire entrepreneur Elon
Musk. Modi shared details of their conversation on
social media, highlighting the opportunity for
cooperation in these fields, but did not specify when
the discussion took place.

Musk, in response, announced that he plans to visit
India later this year. His upcoming visit follows the
earlier meeting between him and Modi in Washington,
where similar topics of technology and innovation
were explored. Musk expressed his enthusiasm for the
collaboration, noting the immense potential for growth
in these areas. [Reuters 1] [Reuters 2]

India-France deal for 26 Rafale Marine jets
to be signed on April 28

(Im) India and France are scheduled to finalize a major
defense agreement on April 28, under which New Delhi
will acquire 26 Rafale Marine combat aircraft from
Dassault Aviation for the Indian Navy. Valued at
approximately INR 630 billion (USD 7.56 billion), the
deal will be signed during the visit of French Defense
Minister Sébastien Lecornu to New Delhi.

The government-to-government agreement, approved
by India’s Cabinet Committee on Security led by Prime
Minister Narendra Modi earlier this month, includes 22
single-seat and four twin-seat variants of the Rafale-M.
It also provides for a comprehensive package of
maintenance support, personnel training, logistical
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assistance, and the manufacturing of components in
India.

These carrier-based fighter jets are expected to
operate from INS Vikrant, India’s indigenously built
aircraft carrier, where they will augment the existing
fleet of MiG-29K aircraft. The acquisition aims to
enhance the Indian Navy's maritime strike capabilities
amid evolving regional security dynamics.

The Indian Air Force already operates a fleet of 36
Rafale jets purchased under a separate 2016 deal. With
the additional 26 aircraft, the total number of Rafale
fighters in Indian service will rise to 62, significantly
boosting the country’'s inventory of 4.5-generation
combat aircraft.

The agreement is part of a broader naval
modernization strategy that also includes the planned
procurement of three Scorpene-class submarines from
France. Meanwhile, the Indian Air Force is preparing to
issue a new tender for multirole fighter aircraft to meet
its expanding operational requirements. [mint]

Indian Prime Minister Modi to visit Saudi
Arabia on April 22 to strengthen strategic
ties

(Im) Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi will embark
on a two-day visit to Saudi Arabia from April 22 to 23 at
the invitation of Crown Prince and Prime Minister
Mohammed bin Salman. This will be Modi's first visit to
the Kingdom during his third term, following previous
visits in 2016 and 2019. The trip highlights the growing
importance of India-Saudi Arabia ties, which span
sectors such as energy, trade, defense, technology,
health, and cultural exchanges.

The visit follows the 2023 state visit of Crown Prince
Mohammed bin Salman to New Delhi, where he co-
chaired the first meeting of the India-Saudi Arabia
Strategic Partnership Council. It also precedes an
expected visit by U.S. President Donald Trump to Saudi
Arabia next month, as regional diplomacy intensifies
amid tensions in West Asia, including the ongoing
Israel-Hamas conflict and U.S.-Iran nuclear discussions.

Saudi Arabia is currently India’s third-largest crude oil
supplier and fifth-largest trading partner, with bilateral
trade reaching USD 42.98 billion in the 2023-2024
fiscal year. Indian imports from Saudi Arabia stood at
USD 31.42 billion, while exports totaled USD 11.56
billion. India also imported 33.35 million metric tons
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(MMT) of crude oil and sourced 18.2 percent of its LPG
from the Kingdom.

Investment ties are deepening, with Indian
investments in Saudi Arabia estimated at USD 3 billion
and Saudi investments in India reaching USD 10 billion,
covering sectors like IT, telecom, pharmaceuticals,
financial services, and infrastructure.

Defense cooperation has gained momentum, marked
by increased naval exchanges and the resumption of
ministerial visits, including India’s participation in the
2024 World Defence Show in Riyadh. The bilateral
naval exercise 'Al Mohed Al Hindi' has held two
editions to date.

Additionally, the 2.7 million-strong Indian diaspora in
Saudi Arabia plays a vital role in fostering people-to-
people ties and contributing to the Kingdom'’s
economic development. Over 100,000 Indians arrived
in Saudi Arabia for employment in the past year alone.
[Business Standard]

India-Ethiopia SME Forum & Expo 2025
strengthens bilateral trade and
innovation

(hjn) The India-Ethiopia SME Forum & Expo 2025, held
from April 15 to 17 at in New Delhi, marked a
significant advancement in bilateral trade and
collaboration between India and Ethiopia. Inaugurated
by Fesseha Shawel Gebre, Ambassador of Ethiopia to
India, the event underscored the strong historical ties
and ongoing cooperation between the two nations in
key sectors.

The expo featured 35 booths, with 20 exhibitors from
Ethiopia and 15 from India, showcasing a diverse range
of products and services. The forum and expo served
as a platform to explore synergies in healthcare,
innovation, and trade, reinforcing both nations’
commitment to deepening economic ties and
collaborative growth.[SME Futures]

India’s Adani Ports to buy Australian
export terminal for USD 2.4 billion

(rt) Adani Ports and Special Economic Zone (APSEZ),
India's largest private port operator, is set to acquire
the North Queensland Export Terminal (NQXT) in
Australia for a non-cash deal valued at USD 2.4 billion.
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The terminal, owned and operated by Abbot Point Port
Holdings Private Limited (APPH), will be acquired
through the issuance of 143.8 million new equity
shares by APSEZ.

The terminal, with a current nameplate capacity of 50
million tons per annum, is located at the Port of Abbot
Point, approximately 25 km from Bowen in North
Queensland. The Port of Abbot Point has been
designated as a strategic port and a Priority Port
Development Area by the Queensland Government.

This acquisition aligns with APSEZ's goal of doubling its
volume to 1 billion tons per annum by FY30, with the
potential to increase its volume from 35 million tonnes
in FY25 to 120 million tons. The deal also includes
potential exports of green hydrogen from Australia.
This marks APSEZ's fourth overseas acquisition in the
past two years, occurring amid rising trade tensions,
especially between the US and China. [The Economic
Times] [Mint]

6th India-Uzbekistan Joint Military
Exercise DUSTLIK-6 commences in Pune

(rt) The 6th edition of the India-Uzbekistan Joint
Military Exercise DUSTLIK-6 commenced at the Foreign
Training Node in Pune, in India’'s Maharashtra state last
week. The exercise sees participation from a 60-
personnel Indian contingent, including a Battalion of
the JAT Regiment and personnel from the Indian Air
Force. The Uzbekistan contingent is represented by
personnel from the country's army.

The exercise will run until April 28. [The Indian Express]
[News on AIR]

South Korea's LG Energy Solution
withdraws from Indonesian multi-billion
EV battery project

(mo) South Korea's LG Energy Solution (LGES) has
announced its withdrawal from the USD 8.45 billion
Indonesia Grand Package (GP) electric vehicle (EV)
battery project, citing market conditions and the
overall investment environment. The project, signed in
2020 between the Indonesian government and LGES,
was intended to support the development of
Indonesia’s EV battery supply chain.


https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-sddhhjk-l-hri/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-sddhhjk-l-hri/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-sddhhjk-l-hrd/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-sddhhjk-l-hrh/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-sddhhjk-l-hrk/

Despite its exit from the GP project, LGES reaffirmed
its commitment to expanding its existing joint venture
with Hyundai Motor Group in Indonesia, HLI Green
Power. The venture launched Indonesia’s first EV
battery cell plant last year, with an annual production
capacity of 10 gigawatt-hours. [Reuters]

Indonesian Energy Ministry's Minerals and Coal
Director General, Tri Winarno, accused LG of
repeatedly delaying its investment commitments,
which he said had caused the project to stall. [The
Jakarta Post]

Indonesia to increase import of US oil and
gas to avert tariffs

(th/mo) Indonesia has announced plans to increase oil
and gas imports from the United States—including
liquefied petroleum gas (LPG), crude oil, and gasoline
—as part of ongoing negotiations to avoid steep U.S.
tariffs. Chief Economic Minister Airlangga Hartarto said
the talks, which aim to conclude within 60 days,
followed meetings with senior U.S. officials including
Secretary of Commerce Howard Lutnick, Trade
Representative Jamieson Greer, and Secretary of State
Marco Rubio in Washington on April 17. [Antara]

In addition to energy, Indonesia will continue
purchasing U.S. agricultural products such as wheat,
soybeans, and soy milk. The government also pledged
to ease permits and provide incentives for American
businesses operating in Indonesia.

The U.S. had announced 32 percent tariffs on
Indonesian goods—among the highest in Asia—under
President Donald Trump's April 2 “Liberation Day”
declaration, but granted a 90-day window for
negotiations. Airlangga confirmed that a negotiation
framework has been agreed upon.

According to the U.S. Trade Representative, the U.S.
goods trade deficit with Indonesia reached USD 17.9
billion in 2024, a 5.4 percent increase from the
previous year.

Separately, Finance Minister Sri Mulyani announced
that Indonesia would lower import duties on certain
goods, including reducing taxes on mobile phones and
laptops from 2.5 percent to 0.5 percent, and on U.S.
steel and medical equipment to 0-5 percent, down
from 5-10 percent. [CNA]

Energy Minister Bahlil Lahadalia in an earlier statement
on April 15 indicated that Indonesia intends to suggest
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increasing its crude oil and liquefied petroleum gas
imports from the United States by approximately USD
10 billion as part of its tariff negotiations. [Reuters]

Indonesia eyes U.S. arms deal to support tariff
negotiations

Indonesia is also considering the purchase of high-
cost, multi-billion-dollar U.S. defense equipment—
including F-15EX fighter jets and various munitions—as
part of its effort to secure more favorable terms in
ongoing tariff negotiations.

During a closed-door meeting of senior officials earlier
this month, President Prabowo Subianto instructed the
Ministry of Defense to explore options for arms
procurement, reviving a previously signed but
unfinalized deal for 24 F-15EX jets in 2023. This
directive forms part of a broader strategy to enhance
Indonesia’s defense diplomacy.

Prior to this initiative, Indonesia had already signed an
USD 8.1 billion agreement with France for the
purchase of 42 Rafale fighter jets. At the same time,
Indonesia is also working to diversify its defense
partnerships, including through cooperation with
Turkey's “Kaan” fighter jet program. [Bloomberg]

Indonesia, Russia to deepen strategic
cooperation in digital, energy and
economic sectors

(mo) Last week, Indonesia and Russia held a series of
high-level meetings in Jakarta aimed at expanding
bilateral cooperation in digital technology and
economic sectors, including aviation and strategic
trade.

On April 15, during a meeting between Indonesian
Deputy Minister of Communication and Digital Affairs
Nezar Patria and his Russian counterpart Andrey
Zarenin, both sides discussed potential collaboration in
digital infrastructure development. They explored
cooperation in 5G technology, broadband expansion,
e-commerce, postal services, and emerging digital
technologies. Nezar proposed establishing a
memorandum of understanding (MoU) focused on
digital development and media sector cooperation,
while the Russian side expressed its readiness to
support joint initiatives in constructing optical fiber
networks and implementing wavelength division
multiplexing (WDM) solutions. [TASS]
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On the same day, President Prabowo Subianto met
with Russia’s incoming First Deputy Prime Minister
Denis Manturov at the Merdeka Palace to discuss the
ongoing free trade agreement with the Eurasian
Economic Union, which Jakarta hopes to finalize during
Prabowo'’s planned visit to St. Petersburg in June.
Manturov extended an invitation for Prabowo to make
a state visit to Russia in June, including attendance at
the Victory Day parade in Moscow on May 9 and the St.
Petersburg International Economic Forum from June
18 to 21. In addition to the free trade agreement,
several MoUs are expected to be signed during the
visit. [Asia News Network]

Furthermore, Manturov expressed Russia’s strong
interest in enhancing bilateral cooperation in tourism
and economic sectors by increasing direct flights
between Moscow and Indonesian cities to support
business ties and people-to-people exchanges. This
tourism cooperation initiative is expected to be
finalized ahead of the Indonesian delegation’s visit to
Moscow in June. [Antara 1]

Amid the ongoing bilateral talks, the Indonesian
National Energy Council and local authorities
welcomed Russian state-owned company Rosatom’s
plan to construct a nuclear power plant in Southeast
Sulawesi, highlighting its potential to meet the region’s
growing electricity demand in an environmentally
sustainable manner. [Antara 2]

Russia’s allegedly seeks deployment of
long-range military aircraft to Indonesia

(dqgl) Russia has formally requested permission to
deploy long-range military aircraft at Indonesia’s
Manuhua Air Force Base in Biak, near Australia,
according to newspapers citing defense intelligence
publication Janes. The claim raised alarms in Canberra,
prompting Australian Prime Minister Anthony Albanese
to seek clarification. Indonesian Defense Minister
Sjafrie Sjamsoeddin later denied the report, assuring
Australia that no such request had been made.
[Militarnyi]

The report, amplified by open-source intelligence
platforms, sparked debate over Russia’s strategic
intentions in the Indo-Pacific and the potential use of
Manuhua—a modest facility with limited capacity for
hosting heavy aircraft. Any Russian deployment would
require significant infrastructure upgrades, which
neither Indonesia’s constrained defense budget nor
Russia’s war-strained finances may realistically
support.
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Speculation has focused on Russia's strategic bombers,
such as the Tu-95 and Tu-160, and surveillance aircraft
like the II-20M. These platforms could allow Russia to
project power across the Pacific, but their deployment
faces logistical and political hurdles. A prior Tu-95
mission from Biak in 2017 hinted at Moscow's interest
in the region.

Indonesia has historically pursued strategic neutrality,
balancing relations with major powers. Under
President Prabowo, ties with Russia have grown,
including joint drills and high-level meetings. However,
Jakarta also maintains close security cooperation with
Australia, making a Russian presence politically
sensitive.

The incident has broader geopolitical implications. A
Russian foothold in Biak could complicate U.S. and
Australian operations, particularly under the AUKUS
security pact. It also risks drawing neighboring Papua
New Guinea, a key U.S. and Australian partner, into
regional tensions. [Bulgarian Military] [Army
Recognition]

Indonesia, Denmark to renew green
energy pact

(dgl) Indonesia's Minister of Energy and Mineral
Resources, Bahlil Lahadalia, on April 21, signed a
protocol to amend the Memorandum of
Understanding (MoU) on energy cooperation between
Indonesia and Denmark, focusing on renewable
energy, clean energy, and energy conservation.

Through this MoU, Indonesia aims to attract Danish
investment in its energy sector, aligning with the
country’s target of achieving 60 percent renewable
energy in its 2025-2034 energy plan.

Danish Foreign Minister Lars Lokke Rasmussen
emphasized the importance of energy cooperation for
sustainable development and expressed Denmark's
commitment to supporting Indonesia's green energy
transition by sharing knowledge and experience.
[Indonesia Business Post]

UK supports Indonesia’s energy transition
with hydro power plant project

(dgl) The UK government has affirmed its support for
Indonesia's energy transition, exemplified by its
involvement in the Pandanduri Micro Hydro Power
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Plant (PLTMH) project in East Lombok, West Nusa
Tenggara (NTB). Indonesia, with the world’'s second-
largest geothermal potential, is well-positioned to lead
in renewable energy. NTB, located in the “Ring of Fire,”
boasts significant geothermal resources and natural
features like Segara Anak Lake near Mount Rinjani,
ideal for hydroelectric projects.

The 2x290 KW power plant, developed through a
partnership between Sarana Multi Infrastruktur (SMI)
and Brantas Energi, aims to provide affordable clean
energy to the East Lombok community. NTB Governor
Lalu Muhamad Igbal highlighted the region’s vast
renewable energy potential and expressed confidence
in developing more micro hydro plants. He called for
adaptive regulations to attract investment and
enhance the region's renewable energy infrastructure.

UK Climate Minister Kerry McCarthy emphasized that
the Pandanduri PLTMH project contributes to long-
term energy security and climate change mitigation,
aligning with both nations' goals of promoting
renewable energy and inclusive energy access. The
project also offers a platform for knowledge exchange,
benefiting both countries in renewable energy policy
and implementation. [Indonesia Business Post]

Indonesia, Saudi Arabia launch talks on
critical mineral cooperation

(mo) On April 15, Saudi Minister of Industry and
Mineral Resources Bandar Al-Khorayef visited Jakarta
to initiate talks on critical mineral cooperation between
Indonesia and Saudi Arabia. During his visit, he met
with Indonesian officials and industry leaders,
including Energy Minister Bahlil Lahadalia and
executives from MIND ID, Indonesia’s state-owned
holding company that oversees the country's strategic
mining assets, and Vale Indonesia, a subsidiary of the
Brazilian mining giant Vale S.A., operating in Indonesia
primarily in the nickel mining and processing sector.

The bilateral talks aim to strengthen cooperation in the
industrial minerals sector, particularly in mining,
downstream industrial development, and joint
investment opportunities. These discussions build on
the 2022 Memorandum of Understanding on energy
cooperation, which includes collaboration in renewable
energy and clean hydrogen.

MIND ID welcomed the talks as a step toward
achieving long-term, value-added global mineral
resilience, aligned with Indonesia’s Golden Vision 2045.
Meanwhile, Saudi Arabia views the cooperation as a
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means to advance its clean energy objectives amid the
global energy transition and to open new opportunities
for Saudi investors in Indonesia’s rapidly growing
mineral market. [Arab News][Antara]

Japanese vessels dock at Cambodian
naval base with ties to China

(ad) Two Japanese Maritime Self-Defense Force (MSDF)
ships—minesweeper tender Bungo and minesweeper
Etajima—made a port call at Cambodia's Ream Naval
Base on April 19, becoming the first foreign military
vessels to dock there since the base was expanded
with Chinese assistance. With a crew of around 500,
the ships will remain until April 22 for exchanges with
the Cambodian navy.

Japan's selection as the first visiting nation reflects its
longstanding friendly ties with Cambodia, according to
MSDF Captain Shinsuke Amano. The Japanese Embassy
in Phnom Penh called the visit historically significant
and said it supports Cambodia’s stated policy of
keeping the base open to all countries.

The Ream base, located near the contested South
China Sea, has drawn international attention due to
concerns it could host Chinese military assets. Though
expansion was funded by China and reports suggest a
secret deal granting China access, Cambodia denies
this. Prime Minister Hun Manet has publicly welcomed
visits from any friendly nation.

Experts believe the port call represents Cambodia’s
effort to balance its foreign relations. While Cambodia
remains closely tied to China—underscored by Chinese
President Xi Jinping's recent visit—slowing Chinese
financial support has prompted the Cambodian
government to strengthen ties with the US, Europe,
and Japan to diversify investment and aid sources. [The
Japan Times]

US-Japan first round trade talks focus on
American demands for auto access and
farm exports

(ad) During the first round of US-Japan tariff talks on
April 17, the US made a range of trade requests,
including improved access for American automobiles
and farm products like rice, meat, seafood, and
potatoes. US negotiators cited Japan's vehicle safety
standards as a non-tariff barrier and pressed for
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changes. In response, Japan asked the US to prioritize
its demands.

President Donald Trump, who made a surprise
appearance at the talks, criticized Japan's trade surplus
with the US, claimed few American cars are seen on
Japanese roads, and said Japan buys little US
agricultural produce—despite data showing otherwise.
He also raised concerns over Japan's financial
contribution to the US-Japan security alliance. [NHK
World]

Japan is reportedly considering boosting soybean and
rice imports as a concession in ongoing trade
negotiations with the US, aiming to ease Trump's
tariffs, which have included a paused 24 percent levy
and a standing 25 percent duty on cars. However,
Japan has disputed Trump's claim of a 700 percent rice
tariff, calling it outdated, and is seeking to clarify US
trade priorities. [Reuters]

In response to US criticism over trade barriers, Japan is
considering simplifying inspection procedures for
American cars to improve market access. While Japan’s
defense minister emphasized that security matters are
separate from trade, Tokyo is now reviewing ways to
streamline US vehicle inspections, potentially adopting
a system similar to one used for European cars. [The
Asahi Shimbun]

Following the talks, Trump reiterated his opposition to
Nippon Steel's USD 14.9 billion acquisition of US Steel,
stating he prefers the iconic American company
remain domestically owned, though he indicated the
deal is likely separate from ongoing tariff negotiations
with Japan.

While tariffs on Japanese cars and steel currently stand
at 25 percent, with others at 10 percent, higher rates
could be reinstated or expanded by July. A second US
national security review of the Nippon Steel deal is
underway, and further trade talks are scheduled for
later this month. [The Japan Times]

New US ambassador arrives in Japan, pledges
collaboration to address China’s influence

Meanwhile, George Glass, the new US Ambassador to
Japan, arrived in Tokyo on April 18 and pledged to
strengthen cooperation with Japan in countering
China's growing regional influence. Emphasizing the
importance of the U.S.-Japan alliance as a "force of
peace," he also highlighted the need to address
regional security threats from China, Russia, and North
Korea.
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Glass, 64, a businessman with experience in
investment banking and real estate, was recently
confirmed by the U.S. Senate. He previously served as
ambassador to Portugal during Donald Trump's first
term. President Trump, who returned to office in
January, has committed to reinforcing ties with Japan,
although recent U.S. tariffs have created trade
tensions.

Glass expressed optimism about reaching a resolution
on the tariff issue following recent ministerial-level
talks in Washington, where Japan called for a rollback
of the duties. [The Mainichi] [AP News]

Japan’s Honda to shift part of its
manufacturing to the U.S. to avoid tariff
impacts

(ad) Honda Motor Co. announced it will shift
production of the hybrid Civic for the U.S. market from
its Saitama plant in Japan to its factory in Indiana. The
move aims to reduce the impact of President Donald
Trump's recently imposed 25 percent tariffs on auto
imports.

Honda cited the model's strong popularity in the U.S.
as a reason for the shift. While most of Honda's U.S.-
bound vehicles are already produced in North America,
the Civic Type R will remain the only model exported
from Japan to the U.S.

Other Japanese automakers are also considering
adjusting their operations in response to the tariffs.
Nissan is reportedly considering relocating some
Rogue SUV production to the U.S., and Mitsubishi has
temporarily halted car deliveries to the U.S. at ports.
Dapan Today]

U.S. B-1 bombers stationed in Japan for
first time

(ad) For the first time, the U.S. Air Force B-1B bombers
have been deployed to Misawa Air Base in Japan as
part of a Bomber Task Force (BTF) rotation. The B-1Bs,
from Dyess Air Force Base in Texas, arrived on April 15
after completing a joint training mission with South
Korean fighter jets earlier the same day.

This rotation is part of the Air Force's BTF initiative,
introduced in 2018 to replace the previous continuous
bomber presence with more flexible and unpredictable
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deployments. Until now, BTF missions in the Indo-
Pacific had been based in Guam, Australia, and Diego
Garcia, with bombers flying to and over countries like
Indonesia, South Korea, and the Philippines.

Although bombers have landed in Japan before—
including a B-52 emergency landing and a previous B-1
refueling stop—this is the first time B-1s will be
stationed in Japan for an extended rotation. It's also
one of the rare instances since the 1960s Vietnam War
era that bombers have been based in Japan for more
than a few days.

Lt. Col. Christopher Travelstead, the deployed
squadron’s operations director, emphasized that the
deployment demonstrates the US commitment to
deterring threats and upholding stability in the Indo-
Pacific. The presence of B-1s at Misawa complements
ongoing US bomber operations in the region, including
the current stationing of B-2 bombers on Diego Garcia
in the central Indian Ocean. [Air and Space Forces
Magazine]

U.S. Lockheed Martin explores missile
launcher production in Japan

(dqgl) Lockheed Martin is in early talks with Japanese
industry, likely Mitsubishi Heavy Industries, about
licensing production of the Mk70, a containerized
Vertical Launching System (VLS) that integrates a four-
cell Mk41 into a 40-foot container with a tiltable
canister.

Already deployed by the U.S. Army and Marine Corps
and tested by the U.S. Navy, the Mk70 can launch SM-6
and Tomahawk missiles. The system is being added to
Littoral Combat Ships, including the newly
commissioned USS Nantucket.

Japan has yet to adopt the Mk70, but the Japan
Maritime Self-Defense Force has shown interest in
containerized missile systems. In 2024, it
commissioned a study on containerized anti-ship
missile launchers for use on new offshore patrol
vessels.

The Mk70 could enhance Japan's defense by expanding
missile capabilities across more platforms and
increasing fleet firepower through networked
operations, supporting sustained combat even when
primary launchers are depleted. These advantages
align with Japan's efforts to counter China's growing
maritime presence. [Naval News]
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Japan to allocate USD 3 billion to Ukraine
using frozen Russian assets

(ad) Ukraine's Finance Ministry announced that Japan
will provide a USD 3 billion loan to Ukraine under the
G7's Extraordinary Revenue Acceleration (ERA)
mechanism, which uses profits from frozen Russian
assets. The agreement was signed by Ukraine’s Finance
Minister Serhii Marchenko and Japanese Ambassador
Masashi Nakagome on April 18.

The 30-year loan will be repaid using future earnings
from immobilized Russian sovereign assets and is
intended to support Ukraine’s budget priorities,
reconstruction, and development. This adds to the
over USD 8.5 billion Japan has already given Ukraine in
budget support since the war began.

Since Russia's full-scale invasion, around USD 318
billion in Russian central bank assets have been frozen
abroad, with most held in the European Union.
[Financial Times]

In July 2024, G7 and EU leaders agreed to channel USD
50 billion in support to Ukraine using interest from
these frozen assets. The US demanded repayment
guarantees, particularly as EU sanctions on Russia
could expire. Washington has insisted it won't release
Russian assets until Moscow pays full reparations to
Ukraine.

By late 2024, G7 countries had pledged a combined
USD 50 billion in loans for Ukraine using this model—
USD 20 billion from the US, up to USD 35 billion from
the EU, and nearly USD 3 billion from the UK, with
Japan’s latest contribution rounding out the
multilateral effort. [Euromaiden]

Japan, Netherlands strengthen security
and economic ties with new action plan

(dql) Japanese Prime Minister Shigeru Ishiba and Dutch
Prime Minister Dick Schoof agreed to strengthen
security and economic cooperation under a new action
plan, emphasizing the strategic partnership between
Japan and the Netherlands amid global challenges. At a
summit in Tokyo on April 21, the two government
heads condemned unilateral attempts to change the
status quo by force and stressed the inseparability of
Indo-Pacific and European security. [Prime Minister's
Office, Japan]
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Ishiba welcomed the Netherlands' engagement in the
Indo-Pacific, including the recent deployment of the
frigate HNLMS Tromp. Both leaders pledged support
for a just and lasting peace in Ukraine and expressed
concern over deepening military ties between Russia
and North Korea.

Schoof highlighted the importance of secure maritime
routes for both nations, stating that security and
economic interests are closely linked. [Kyodo News]

Laos poised to benefit as Vietnam boosts
electricity imports in revised power plan

(tas) Vietnam's newly revised national power
development plan presents significant opportunities
for Laos, as Hanoi ramps up electricity imports to meet
growing domestic demand amid its push for double-
digit economic growth between 2026 and 2030.

Under the new roadmap, Vietnam plans to more than
double its power imports to 12 GW by 2030, with Laos
continuing to serve as a key energy partner through its
hydropower exports. This reaffirms Laos's strategic
role in the regional energy market and could lead to
expanded cross-border infrastructure and trade. [The
Laotian Times]

Malaysia and Thailand advance border
cooperation with new infrastructure
agreement

(tl) Malaysian Prime Minister Anwar Ibrahim expressed
appreciation to Thailand for its commitment to
strengthening bilateral ties and pushing forward
longstanding border development projects during his
two-day working visit to Bangkok last week. Anwar met
with Thai Prime Minister Paetongtarn Shinawatra and
other top officials, highlighting the importance of
regional collaboration and swift diplomacy.

The visit resulted in the signing of a Memorandum of
Understanding (MoU) on the Construction Agreement
(CA) for the Rantau Panjang-Sungai Golok Bridge
Project, aiming to enhance connectivity and
infrastructure along the shared border. The agreement
was signed by Malaysian Works Minister Alexander
Nanta Linggi and Thai Transport Minister Suriya
Juangroongruangkit.
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The two sides also reaffirmed their commitment to
tackle shared global and regional challenges through
continued cooperation. This marks Anwar’s second
official trip to Thailand since taking office in 2022.
Thailand remains a key economic partner for Malaysia,
ranking third within ASEAN. Bilateral trade between
the two countries reached USD 25.03 billion in 2024,
with early 2025 figures indicating further growth.
[Malaymail]

Malaysia, Indonesia strengthen TVET
education ties through new agreements

(ga) Malaysia and Indonesia have reaffirmed their
commitment to enhancing cooperation in Technical
and Vocational Education and Training (TVET). During
his official visit to Indonesia, Malaysian Deputy Prime
Minister Ahmad Zahid witnessed the exchange of
Letters of Intent (LOIs) between Universiti Kuala
Lumpur (UniKL) and the Jakarta and West Sumatra
provincial governments, as well as between Education
Malaysia Global Services (EMGS) and the Governor of
West Sumatra. The agreements aim to attract more
Indonesian students to Malaysian technical programs.

Malaysia offers bilingual instruction in Malay and
English across six universities under the Malaysian
Technical University Network (MTUN), specializing in
engineering and technical fields. Currently, around
11,000 Indonesian students are studying in Malaysia,
compared to over 2,000 Malaysians in Indonesia.

To strengthen bilateral academic exchange, Malaysia
also plans to increase student enrolment at the
Bandung Institute of Technology (ITB), especially in
agriculture. Ahmad Zahid's three-day visit to Indonesia
concludes on April 22. [Bernama]

Malaysia, Pakistan explore digital finance
partnership

(dgl) Malaysian Foreign Minister Mohamad bin Hajji
Hasan met with Bilal bin Sagib, head of the Pakistan
Crypto Council (PCC), to explore collaboration in
blockchain technology, digital assets, and Shariah-
compliant finance, according to Pakistan's finance
ministry. The meeting, held in Kuala Lumpur, followed
Pakistan's introduction of its first policy framework for
regulating virtual assets and service providers, aligning
with global Financial Action Task Force (FATF)
guidelines.
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The discussion focused on forming a Pakistan-Malaysia
Digital Finance Partnership to co-develop FATF-
compliant, Shariah-aligned digital asset frameworks.
Saqib highlighted the potential for both nations to set
global standards in ethical digital finance.

While cryptocurrencies like Bitcoin remain unregulated
but not banned in Pakistan, the new policy aims to
establish rules for digital currencies and their service
providers. The PCC is working on a passportable crypto
regulatory framework designed for emerging markets,
ensuring compliance with international standards
while fostering innovation.

Both sides expressed strong support for regulatory
coordination and talent development in their meeting,
marking the beginning of a deeper economic and
technological partnership between Pakistan and
Malaysia, with a shared vision for values-based
innovation in finance. [Arab News]

Malaysia trade minister to discuss US
tariffd during Washington visits

(ga) Minister of Investment, Trade and Industry of
Malaysia Zafrul Abdul Aziz will head to Washington on
April 24 to meet with United States Trade
Representative Jamieson Greer and other US officials
to address reciprocal tariffs imposed on Malaysia. The
visit, which spans two days, will also involve
engagements with US chambers, companies, and
interest groups to convey Malaysia’s role as a neutral
and strategic partner in the semiconductor and
electronics sectors.

Accompanied by trade ministry officials and
representatives from Malaysia's embassy in
Washington, Zafrul clarified that the visit is for
discussions, not formal negotiations. As current ASEAN
chair, he will also highlight ASEAN's collective position
on the matter, advocating for a rule-based multilateral
trading system and rejecting retaliatory actions.

ASEAN ministers previously issued a joint statement
committing to constructive dialogue with the US,
noting that Indochina member states were most
affected by the tariffs, while Malaysia and Brunei face a
24 percent tariff. These reciprocal duties are under a
90-day pause, excluding China. [Bernama]
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Maldives bans Israeli passport holders
over Gaza war, citing solidarity with
Palestinians

(Im) The Maldives has formally banned Israeli passport
holders from entering the country, following an
amendment to its Immigration Act ratified by President
Mohamed Muizzu on April 16. The move, which reflects
what the government describes as its "firm stance"
against what it calls “ongoing atrocities and acts of
genocide” by Israel in Gaza, comes amid heightened
tensions following the October 7, 2023, Hamas attack
on Israel and the subsequent war in Gaza.

The amendment to the law was passed by Parliament
the day before ratification and explicitly prohibits
visitors carrying Israeli passports from entering the
archipelagic nation. The Muizzu administration has
positioned the ban as part of its broader support for
the Palestinian cause and reiterated its backing for an
independent Palestinian state based on the 1949
armistice lines with East Jerusalem as its capital.

This step follows earlier announcements and symbolic
moves by the Maldives, including its intervention in
South Africa’s case against Israel at the International
Court of Justice and its diplomatic emphasis on
Palestinian solidarity in the president’s 2025 address to
Parliament. The Maldives, a Muslim-majority nation
where citizenship is reserved exclusively for Muslims,
has historically not maintained diplomatic relations
with Israel and has consistently taken a critical stance
on its actions in the occupied Palestinian territories.

The ban may have implications for the Maldives'
tourism sector, a major economic driver contributing
USD 5.6 billion to the economy in 2024, although Israeli
tourists represent a small portion of its annual visitors.
[CNN] [Daily Mirror]

Russia accuses ex-Maldivian politician of
running 'Kurusee' X account, denies chip
shipment claims

Russia has publicly claimed that a former high-ranking
Maldivian politician, currently residing in Europe, is
behind the anonymous social media account 'Hassan
Kurusee' on platform X. The account recently alleged
that a computer chip shipment passed through Velana
International Airport en route to Russia, prompting
concerns over sanctions violations.
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Russian Ambassador to the Maldives Levan S.
Dzhagaryan dismissed the allegations as
disinformation, accusing the individual of attempting
to damage diplomatic relations between Russia, the
Maldives, and the United States. He further urged
restraint from spreading content that undermines
what he described as “constructive dialogue.”

The Maldivian Police had previously initiated an
investigation into the identity of the individual or group
behind the Kurusee account, following a public request
by former President Mohamed Nasheed, who was
himself subject to speculation over alleged
involvement. Authorities have not disclosed the
findings of that investigation. [the edition]

Mongolia, Russia to establish joint
venture for 20-year aircraft fuel supply

(fs) The Budget and Economic Standing Committees of
Mongolia's Parliament have supported a draft
intergovernmental agreement between Mongolia and
Russia to jointly supply aircraft fuel.

Under the agreement, a Mongolian-Russian joint
venture will be established to provide uninterrupted
and stable fuel supply and refueling services at
Mongolia’s Chinggis Khaan International Airport over
the next 20 years. The company will also be
responsible for the storage, transportation, and sale of
aviation fuel at the airport.

Previously, fuel suppliers were selected through public
tenders by MIAT, Mongolia's national airline, but since
2020, state-owned Erchis Oil has carried out this role.
The new joint venture will be formed under Erchis Oil,
with Mongolia holding 60 percent and Russia 40
percent ownership.

According to the Minister of Industry and Minerals Ts.
Tuvaan, the new entity will use Erchis Oil's
infrastructure under a leasing agreement without asset
transfers. [Bloomberg TV]

Mongolia, China reaffirm commitment to
strategic partnership and legislative
cooperation

(fs) Chairman of the State Great Khural of Mongolia,
the country’s parliament, Amarbayasgalan Dashzegve
received a Chinese delegation led by Vice Chairman of
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the Standing Committee of the National People's
Congress (NPC) of China Losang Jamcan on April 14.
The delegation visited Mongolia to participate in the
6th Session of the Permanent Meeting Mechanism
between the two legislative bodies.

Dashzegve reaffirmed Mongolia's commitment to
enhancing bilateral cooperation under the
Comprehensive Strategic Partnership framework,
emphasizing the importance of strengthening ties
between the parliaments of both countries to support
broader diplomatic and sectoral collaboration.

Jamcan highlighted China’s readiness to advance
parliamentary cooperation by deepening exchanges
with the Secretariat and Standing Committees of the
State Great Khural, as well as the Mongolia-China
Parliamentary Friendship Group.

During the meeting, both parties exchanged views on
expanding cooperation in areas including border port
infrastructure, renewable energy, tourism, and
agriculture. [Montsame]

Mongolia, Tajikistan hold inter-ministerial
consultations

(fs) Inter-ministerial political consultations were held
between the Ministries of Foreign Affairs of Tajikistan
and Mongolia on April 17.

The Tajik delegation was led by Deputy Foreign
Minister Farrukh Sharifzoda, while Mongolia was
represented by State Secretary Munkhtushig
Lkhanaajav.

The discussions covered a broad range of topics,
including bilateral and multilateral cooperation and
engagement within international and regional
organizations.

Both sides expressed their commitment to deepening
cooperation, enhancing legal frameworks,
strengthening economic ties, and improving direct
contacts. [Qazinform]

Saudi Arabia explores livestock import
opportunities from Mongolia

(fs) A delegation from the Ministry of Environment,
Water, and Agriculture of Saudi Arabia conducted a
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working visit to Mongolia from April 12 to 17 to assess
potential livestock trade cooperation.

Led by Nader Mohled Alharbi and Saleh Al-Saad, the
delegation met with officials from Mongolia's Ministry
of Food, Agriculture and Light Industry, the General
Department of Veterinary Medicine, and the
Mongolian Meat Association.

Discussions focused on Mongolia’s veterinary system,
animal health standards, and the feasibility of
exporting live livestock and chicken eggs to Saudi
Arabia. The delegation also evaluated quarantine
protocols, transport logistics, and certification
procedures. [Montsame]

Mongolia, India discuss disaster
preparedness cooperation

(fs) Deputy Director and Chief of Staff of Mongolia’'s
National Emergency Management Agency (NEMA) Ts.
Ganzorig met with Ambassador of India to Mongolia
Atul Malhari Gotsurve on April 21.

The meeting focused on strengthening cooperation in
disaster protection between the two nations.
Discussions included organizing joint training exercises
to ensure the safety of the oil refinery plant to be built
in Mongolia, financed through a soft loan from the
Indian government. (see AiR No. 6, February/2025, 2)

The parties also explored opportunities to expand
collaboration through professional training for NEMA
personnel under India’s Technical and Economic
Cooperation Program. [Montsame]

Mongolia seeks to elevate ties with France
to strategic partnership

(fs) Chairman of the State Great Khural of Mongolia,
the country's parliament, Amarbayasgalan Dashzegve
met with the French Ambassador to Mongolia Corinne
Pereira da Silva on April 16.

Dashzegve reaffirmed Mongolia’'s commitment to
strengthening its relationship with France. He
expressed interest in advancing bilateral ties to the
level of a strategic partnership, emphasizing mutual
trust and shared values.

Pereira da Silva welcomed ongoing cooperation
between the two nations, citing joint efforts in
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economic projects, civil security, urban development,
transport, and agriculture. [Montsame]

The meeting took place one week after both countries
discussed bilateral cooperation in the environmental
sector on (see AiR No. 15, April/2025, 3).

Malaysia’s Prime Minister meets
Myanmar’s junta leader Min Aung Hlaing

(dgl/hw) Malaysian Prime Minister Anwar Ibrahim
announced on April 18 that Myanmar's junta leader,
Min Aung Hlaing, has assured him of extending a
ceasefire to allow aid into Myanmar, which has been
devastated by a recent earthquake. This comes as
Myanmar's military junta remains excluded from major
ASEAN meetings due to its failure to comply with a five-
point peace plan following the 2021 coup.

Anwar’s meeting with Min Aung Hlaing occurred in
Bangkok last week, following a diplomatic week that
included hosting Chinese President Xi Jinping and
discussions with other regional leaders (see articles in
this edition). While Anwar emphasized the importance
of the ceasefire for humanitarian assistance, the
meeting raised concerns about legitimizing the junta
ahead of Myanmar's upcoming election, the first since
the coup.

Anwar also engaged with Myanmar's National Unity
Government (NUG). Critics argue that engaging with
the junta without demanding progress on ending
violence or restoring democracy could embolden the
military regime and send a dangerous message to the
region. This diplomatic engagement has sparked
debate, with some viewing it as a weak stance that may
erode Malaysia's geopolitical position, particularly in its
dealings with the United States. [South China Morning
Post]

Ahead of the meeting, the NUG and seven other
resistance groups warned that ASEAN should exercise
caution when engaging with the military junta. They
emphasized that, for the peace process to be lasting, it
must be "Myanmar-owned and Myanmar-led,"
reflecting the will of the Myanmar people, and also
stated that the transfer of aid to Myanmar via the junta
risks being exploited for political purposes.

Additionally, they accused the junta of explicitly
violating the terms of ASEAN's Five-Point Consensus.
[BBC News, in Burmese]
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Growing anti-China sentiment in
Myanmar fuels protests

(nf) Rising anti-China sentiment in Myanmar has
intensified following a series of disputed incidents,
including on April 2 when a delegation of Chinese Red
Cross staff came under attack, purportedly by
Myanmar's military, in Shan State. While the military
reported that it fired warning shots for a lack of
coordination, the Ta'ang National Liberation Army
(TNLA) accused the junta of firing heavy weapons at
the humanitarian convoy. This attack is also a
reflection of the growing hostility towards Chinese
meddling in Myanmar's internal affairs.

The tensions have been building gradually,
interspersed by public protests—such as the silent
demonstration in Lashio on March 21—against China's
involvement in peace talks and its rumored support for
the military junta. These are a reflection of the general
dissatisfaction with Beijing's economic stranglehold,
questionable infrastructure projects, and diplomatic
alignment with both the junta and ethnic armed
groups.

This unrest has spilled over into the cyber world, with
one account reporting a surge in hate speech against
China and Chinese citizens on Myanmar's social media
platforms, including violence threats and
dehumanizing statements. The volatility has already
begun to impact Chinese investments, such as the
China Myanmar Economic Corridor (CMEC), and has
generated attacks on Chinese-funded infrastructure,
border crossing closures, and escalating concerns
regarding the safety of Chinese nationals and
enterprises.

Experts warn that if Beijing fails to address underlying
sources of ire—particularly felt prioritization above
local interests—at risk are broader unrest, further
targeted attacks, and more long-term damage to its
reputation throughout Myanmar and the region.
[Irrawaddy News]

Myanmar moves forward with Russian-led
nuclear power plant project despite
ongoing conflict, earthquake

(dgl) Myanmar will proceed with plans to build a
nuclear power plant, despite the country's ongoing civil
conflict and the devastating March earthquake, which
killed over 3,700 people. The Russian state-owned firm
Rosatom, leading the project, confirmed that an
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agreement signed between Myanmar's junta leader
Min Aung Hlaing and Russian President Vladimir Putin
last month remains intact. The project involves
constructing a Small Modular Reactor (SMR) with a
capacity of 110 MW, using two 55 MW reactors
manufactured by Rosatom.

Rosatom stated that the earthquake has not affected
their plans, emphasizing that the reactors will meet
international seismic safety standards. However,
details on the project's timeline and location have not
been disclosed. Myanmar’s junta is exploring financing
options for the plant, which may involve both local and
borrowed funds.

The nuclear project proceeds amid Myanmar's civil
war, triggered by a 2021 military coup that ousted the
elected government. The junta has struggled to
maintain control, leading to closer ties with Russia.
Neighboring Thailand is closely monitoring Myanmar's
nuclear developments, with potential sites for the
plant including Naypyitaw, Bago, and the Dawei special
economic zone.

Despite the push for nuclear energy, critics argue that
the plan is economically unfeasible for Myanmar,
which faces a strained economy and relies on natural
gas exports. Richard Horsey from the International
Crisis Group pointed out that nuclear power is costly
and beyond Myanmar's financial capacity. [Reuters]

Indian power minister to inaugurate
cross-border projects during two-day
Nepal visit

(Im/hgk) Indian Minister for Power Manohar Lal Khattar
arrived in Nepal on April 22 for a two-day official visit
aimed at deepening energy cooperation between the
two nations. The visit, at the invitation of Nepal's
Minister for Energy, Water Resources, and Irrigation
Deepak Khadka, takes place amid growing cross-
border collaboration in power infrastructure.

During his visit, Khattar and Khadka will jointly
inaugurate the 220kV Inaruwa-Basantpur-Baneshwar-
Tumlingtar transmission line, along with three
associated substations in Sankhuwasabha district.
Developed with Indian support, these facilities are
expected to bolster Nepal's internal grid and enhance
future cross-border power trade.

Khattar will also visit the Arun Il Hydropower Project, a
900MW facility being developed by India’s SJVN Ltd.
under a build-own-operate-transfer model. Located in
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eastern Nepal, the project is a flagship bilateral
initiative between India and Nepal.

Furthermore, Khattar will attend the signing of an
agreement to establish a joint company for developing
a new cross-border transmission line, reflecting
ongoing efforts to expand the regional electricity
market.

On the second day of his visit, Khattar will visit the
Muktinath Temple in Mustang, followed by courtesy
calls on Prime Minister KP Sharma Oli and Deputy
Prime Minister Prakash Man Singh. He will conclude his
visit with a stop at the Pashupatinath Temple in
Kathmandu. [The Kathmandu Post]

U.S. warns of North Korea's ongoing
biological weapons program

(dgl) The U.S. is accusing North Korea of maintaining a
covert biological weapons (BW) program in violation of
international treaties. The 2025 U.S. State Department
report on global arms control compliance states that
Pyongyang possesses the technical capability to
produce and genetically engineer bacteria, viruses, and
toxins, and likely has the means to deploy them using
unconventional delivery systems such as sprayers and
poison pen devices. [Department of State, USA]

Despite being a signatory to the Biological Weapons
Convention (BWC) since 1987, North Korea has failed
to submit mandatory transparency reports for over 30
years and is assessed to have maintained BW
capabilities since the 1960s. The report concludes that
these activities violate Articles | and Il of the BWC.

In addition, concerns are raised about the 2024
strategic partnership treaty between Russia and North
Korea, warning that provisions involving joint research
in biology, nuclear energy, and other technologies may
breach Russia’s obligations under the Treaty on the
Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons (NPT). [Radio
Free Asial

North Korea condemns U.S. decision to
move arms export regulations

(fn) North Korea has strongly condemned former U.S.
President Donald Trump's recent executive order
aimed at loosening domestic arms export regulations,
alleging it is a deliberated move to heighten global
conflicts. The state-run Korean Central News Agency
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(KCNA) reported that the U.S. employs arms sales not
just for monetary benefits, but also as a strategic
means to implement an aggressive foreign policy and
assert global hegemony.

Pyongyang highlighted the ongoing conflicts in Ukraine
and Gaza, charging that Washington is exacerbating
these situations by supplying weapons to its allied
forces. The KCNA claimed that the easing of arms
export controls would merely promote increased
warfare, facilitating the transfer of lethal weapons to
"proxy" forces and war-driven regimes, especially in
Europe and the Middle East, all under the pretense of
fostering peace and diplomacy. [Anadolu Agency]

Russia deploys North Korean M1991
rocket launchers in war against Ukraine

(dqgl) Russia is believed to be using North Korean-made
M1991 240mm multiple rocket launch systems (MRLs)
in its war against Ukraine. Intercepted footage
released by a Ukrainian journalist shows an M1991
launcher in a Russian military hangar, undergoing
modifications such as protective screens to defend
against Ukrainian FPV drone attacks.

The M1991 system, which can fire rockets up to 60
kilometers, is designed for high-volume bombardment
and is particularly effective against fortified or
concentrated troop positions. While lacking the
precision of modern guided systems, its firepower
poses a significant threat. This marks the first visual
confirmation of its use, following earlier reports of
deployment since November 2024. It adds to a growing
list of North Korean weaponry used by Russia,
including ballistic missiles and artillery. [Defence Blog]
[Kyiv Post]

North Korean workers hired by Russia

(mm) Russia's largest online retailer, Wildberries, is
suspected of hiring hundreds of North Korean
workers, in violation of United Nations Security Council
(UNSC) sanctions. Responding to allegations,
Wildberries confirmed it has launched a trial foreign
worker program, but did not disclose their
nationalities.

The claims surfaced after videos appearing to show
North Korean workers in Wildberries uniforms were
shared in an employee group chat in Elektrostal,
Moscow Oblast. Similar reports have also shown North
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Koreans laborers at a construction site in the eastern
city of Vladivostok. City officials later released footage
claiming the "Korean workers are here legally", without
confirming if they were from North Korea.

UNSC resolution 2375, passed in 2017, bans North
Koreans from working overseas as part of sanctions
targeting Pyongyang's nuclear and missile weapons
programs. Despite being a permanent UNSC member,
Russia has repeatedly violated the sanctions. In 2024,
Russian President Vladimir Putin publicly criticized the
UNSC ban on North Korean labor migrants and
expressed support for their employment in Russia.

The hiring of North Korean workers marks the latest
development in the deepening ties between Russia-
North Korea ties following Putin's visit to Pyongyang
last year, where he and North Korean leader Kim Jong-
un signed a mutual defense pact. Since then, North
Korea has deployed over 14,000 troops in military
support for Russia’s war against Ukraine. Pyongyang
has reportedly generated USD 20 billion for its military
cooperation in the Russia-Ukraine war, in exchange
receiving assistance from Moscow in obtaining
advanced weaponry to strengthen its sanctioned
nuclear and missile weapons program. North Korea
has neither confirmed nor denied its involvement in
the war.[The Korea Herald] [Korea JoongAng Daily]
[Anadolu Ajansi]

Youth organizations from North Korea
and Russia strengthen relations at
meeting in Pyongyang

(fn) Youth groups from North Korea and Russia held a
meeting in Pyongyang on April 20, reflecting the
growing bond between the two nations. The event
featured representatives from Russia's United Russia
Youth Guards and North Korea's Socialist Patriotic
Youth League.

This gathering underscore ongoing initiatives to
enhance bilateral cooperation, which has broadened
into military, economic, and other areas following
meetings between Russian President Vladimir Putin
and North Korean leader Kim Jong-un in June of the
previous year. [Yonhap News Agency]

Bangladesh and Pakistan revive ties,
revisit 1971 war grievances amid cooling
India relations
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(Im) Bangladesh and Pakistan have resumed high-level
diplomatic talks for the first time in 15 years, marking a
tentative rapprochement between the two historically
estranged nations. The renewed engagement reflects a
broader reorientation in Dhaka'’s foreign policy under
the interim leadership of Muhammad Yunus, following
the ouster of former Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina in a
student-led uprising in August 2024.

On April 18, Bangladesh'’s Foreign Secretary Md Jashim
Uddin and his Pakistani counterpart Amna Baloch led
the sixth round of Foreign Office Consultations in
Dhaka. The talks addressed a range of bilateral
matters, with Dhaka formally raising several
longstanding demands. Chief among them was a call
for a public apology from Pakistan over atrocities
allegedly committed during Bangladesh’s 1971
Liberation War, as well as a demand for Bangladesh'’s
fair share—estimated at USD 4.3 billion—of the
undivided Pakistani state’s wealth and the repatriation
of stranded Pakistanis. [Associated Press] [The
Economic Times]

While Islamabad acknowledged that “outstanding
issues” were discussed, it stopped short of confirming
whether Dhaka formally reiterated its demand for an
apology. Pakistani officials instead accused the media
of sensationalizing the issue, dismissing reports of an
apology request as “fake news” aimed at derailing the
momentum of improving ties. Still, both sides
characterized the tone of the meeting as “cordial and
constructive,” emphasizing mutual respect despite the
sensitivity of the historical grievances.

Relations between the two countries had remained
frozen during Hasina's 15-year rule, during which
Bangladesh aligned closely with India and adopted a
strongly anti-Pakistan stance. With Hasina now in exile
in India and India refusing Dhaka’s request for her
extradition, the interim government has sought to
diversify its diplomatic relationships. In contrast to
fraying India-Bangladesh ties—exemplified by India’s
cancellation of a key transshipment facility and visa
restrictions—Yunus has moved to strengthen ties with
Islamabad.

Signs of détente have emerged in recent months.
Bangladesh resumed direct trade with Pakistan and
participated in a multinational naval exercise hosted by
Islamabad in January. A high-level Bangladeshi military
delegation also held talks with Pakistan's army chief
General Asim Munir. Additionally, visa procedures
between the two nations have been eased, and direct
flights are expected to resume soon.
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Yunus met separately with Foreign Secretary Baloch
following the Dhaka talks and emphasized the need to
strengthen mutual cooperation in trade and
investment. Pakistani Deputy Prime Minister and
Foreign Minister Ishaq Dar is scheduled to visit Dhaka
on April 27-28, which would mark the first such visit by
a Pakistani foreign minister in over a decade. [Arab
News]

China proposes investments in Pakistan’s
desalination, aquaculture, and space
sectors

(sn/Im) In recent discussions aimed at deepening
Pakistan-China cooperation, two Chinese delegations
have proposed significant investments in the fields of
desalination, aquaculture, and space technology,
reflecting the strengthening of bilateral ties.

On the maritime front, a Chinese delegation proposed
the installation of desalination plants at Pakistan's Port
Qasim, which would convert seawater into potable
water. This proposal comes in response to Pakistan's
ongoing water crisis, worsened by declining rainfall
and high water consumption rates. Pakistan’'s Maritime
Affairs Minister Muhammad Junaid Anwar Chaudry
met with the delegation to discuss the feasibility of the
project, which could provide much-needed drinking
water to domestic and commercial sectors while
aligning with Pakistan's sustainable development goals.
The delegation has expressed readiness to conduct
feasibility studies, though specific plans have not been
confirmed. [Arab News 1]

In another meeting, Yu Bo, Chairman of China’s
Overseas Ports Holding Company (COPHC), proposed
developing a high-tech aquaculture industry in the
coastal city of Gwadar. This initiative would focus on
the production, processing, and export of seafood,
leveraging the region’s favorable sea conditions and
proximity to international markets. The government
has shown strong support for this project, aiming to
enhance Pakistan's export conditions and develop
sustainable agricultural practices. Gwadar, a key part
of the China-Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC), has
long been an underdeveloped region, and the
government hopes this initiative will contribute to the
area’s economic growth. [Arab News 2]

Meanwhile, on the space front, Prime Minister Shehbaz
Sharif met with executives from Chinese space
technology company GalaxySpace to discuss increasing
cooperation in satellite technology and
telecommunications. The partnership between
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Pakistan and China in space exploration has
strengthened in recent months, with both countries
focusing on joint satellite development and a planned
lunar mission in 2028. GalaxySpace, which specializes
in low-cost low Earth orbit satellites, expressed interest
in investing in Pakistan's space sector, particularly for
expanding satellite Internet connectivity in
underserved regions. The discussions come amid
growing collaboration in space technology, including
the recent signing of an MoU for Pakistan'’s first lunar
rover, which will participate in China’s Chang'E 8
mission to explore the lunar south pole in 2028.
Additionally, Pakistan's first astronaut is set to join a
mission to China’s space station. [Arab News 3]

Pakistan’s Finance Minister in Washington
to boost U.S imports and investments

(sn) Pakistan’s Finance Minister Muhammad Aurangzeb
is actively pursuing international investments and
enhancing trade relations with the U.S. to stabilize and
grow the country's economy. During his meetings in
Washington on April 21 at the World Bank Group/IMF
Spring Meetings, Aurangzeb met with senior executives
from Deloitte and the International Finance
Corporation (IFC) to discuss potential cooperation in
critical sectors such as energy, private sector reforms,
critical minerals, and technology.

Aurangzeb's discussions with IFC's Regional Vice
President Hela Cheikhrouhou focused on private
sector reforms, energy transition, and employment
initiatives, including the successful financing of the
Reko Diq Copper & Gold Mine Project in Balochistan,
which secured USD 2.5 billion. He also met with
Deloitte executives to discuss Pakistan's
macroeconomic outlook and priorities for sectoral
development, such as energy sector reforms, the
marketing of critical minerals, privatization, and
technology, including crypto policy. [Arab News 1]

Simultaneously, Pakistan is exploring new avenues to
address its trade imbalance with the U.S. and mitigate
the impact of tariffs imposed by President Donald
Trump. Pakistan has proposed purchasing
approximately USD 1 billion in crude oil from the U.S.
to reduce reliance on traditional suppliers and to
counteract the 29 percent reciprocal tariffs. The
proposal is part of broader negotiations to renegotiate
trade ties and ease the impact of tariffs, which have
disrupted trade patterns. The U.S. is Pakistan's largest
export market, with over USD 5 billion in exports as of
2024, while imports from the U.S. stand at about USD
2.1 billion. [Arab News 2]
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Aurangzeb is also focused on strengthening Pakistan’s
space and satellite technology sectors, with
discussions held in Washington regarding the
operationalization of satellite internet, especially
through partnerships with Chinese firms. The
government aims to drive economic growth and
diversification through the expansion of its space,
mining, and energy sectors. [Bloomberg]

In separate news, the Pakistani American Chicagoland
Chamber of Commerce (PACC) was launched in
Chicago to promote entrepreneurship, strengthen
bilateral relations, and connect business communities.
Consul General Tarig Karim highlighted the importance
of the Pakistani community in Chicago and the
potential for further economic and technological
expansion in the U.S. [Business Recorder]

Finland, Pakistan to collaborate in
minerals sector

(sn) Pakistan Petroleum Limited (PPL) has signed a
memorandum of understanding (MoU) with Finland'’s
Metso Corporation to promote the processing and
exploration of Pakistan’s mineral resources. The
announcement follows Pakistan’s minerals summit the
week prior, attracting representatives from the U.S.,
U.K., China, Europe, the Middle East, and several other
nations.

Pakistan continues to emphasize the opportunities
available in its minerals sector, with an estimated USD
6 trillion worth of deposits. While the industry accounts
for only 3.2 percent of the national GDP, Pakistan’s
aggressive push for international investment looks to
exploit the opportunity. [Arab News]

Pakistan, Hungary explore investment
avenues as foreign minister leads
business delegation to Islamabad

(Im) Hungary's Foreign Minister Péter Szijjart6 led a 17-
member business delegation to Islamabad last week,
signaling a renewed push for economic cooperation as
Pakistan seeks to shift from loan dependence to
foreign direct investment under its International
Monetary Fund-backed recovery strategy.

During a business forum held on April 17, Szijjarté
emphasized Hungary's interest in deepening ties with
Pakistan, describing the country as an “important
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economic partner.” He noted that Hungarian firms are
engaging in business-to-business meetings with
Pakistani counterparts, particularly in key sectors
aligned with Pakistan’s development goals such as IT,
agri-tech, water management, health technology, and
advanced manufacturing.

The Hungarian delegation also discussed potential
collaboration in energy, agriculture, sports, and food
security, with Szijjarto revealing that a Hungarian
private airline is exploring the launch of operations in
Pakistan—a sign of growing investor confidence.

As part of the visit, Pakistan and Hungary signed an

agreement abolishing visa requirements for diplomatic
passport holders and concluded two memorandums of
understanding in the fields of culture and archaeology.

Commerce Minister Jam Kamal Khan welcomed
Hungary's support for Pakistan’s continued access to
the European Union’s Generalized Scheme of
Preferences Plus (GSP+), and highlighted Pakistan's
reforms to improve the investment climate. These
include the Strategic Trade Policy Framework, the
National Tariff Policy, the Pakistan Single Window
initiative, and enhanced trade connectivity with Central
Asia through new transit agreements. [Arab News]

Pakistan, Russia agree to advance
multidimensional partnership

(sn) Pakistan and Russia agreed to advance their
multidimensional partnership with long-term pursuits
to explore trade, security, culture, energy, education,
and people-to-people exchanges. The agreement was
reached during a meeting in Islamabad between
Pakistan’s Deputy Prime Minister Ishaq Dar and
Russia’s Deputy Foreign Minister Sergei Ryabkov.

The announcement signals the expanding ties between
nations, which crossed USD 1 billion in bilateral trade
in 2024. In addition, the nations have expressed
interest in exploring a steel mill partnership, while
Pakistan is considering importing Russian crude oil.
[DAWN]

Pakistan’s Prime Minister Sharif visits
Turkey for talks on bilateral ties and
regional developments
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(Im) Pakistani Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif was set to
visit Ankara on April 22 to meet with Turkish President
Recep Tayyip Erdogan to discuss bilateral relations and
the regional situation. This visit builds on the long-
standing cultural, historical, and military ties between
Pakistan and Turkey, with both countries seeking to
expand their collaboration in trade, economy, and
investment.

During the visit, the two leaders will have extensive
discussions on enhancing their multifaceted
partnership. The talks will focus on strengthening
economic cooperation and increasing bilateral trade,
with both countries aiming to reach a trade volume of
USD 5 billion. Pakistan and Turkey have already signed
a Preferential Trade Agreement (PTA) in 2022, which
offers tariff concessions on certain goods. They are
also considering a Free Trade Agreement to further
boost trade.

Pakistan's exports to Turkey reached USD 352.1 million
in 2023, while imports were valued at USD 250.8
million. Key items traded between the two countries
include zinc, explosives, meat, and works of art. [Arab
News]

Pakistan, United Kingdom strengthen
counterterrorism and security ties

(Im) Pakistan and the United Kingdom have reaffirmed
their commitment to enhanced counterterrorism and
security cooperation in recent bilateral talks aimed at
addressing cross-border crime, organized crime, and
irregular migration.

The renewed engagement follows the second round of
the Pakistan-UK Counter Terrorism Dialogue held in
London in February 2025, during which both sides
reviewed global and regional threats and shared best
practices in countering extremism. In a follow-up
meeting in Islamabad on April 17, Interior Minister
Mohsin Naqvi and UK Minister for Faith, Communities
and Resettlement Lord Wajid Khan discussed
measures to deepen cooperation on preventing cross-
border crimes and terrorism.

This initiative builds on existing defense ties, as the
armed forces of both nations maintain close
cooperation in professional military training and
counterterrorism operations. Additional high-level
engagements have taken place in recent months,
including a meeting between Pakistani adviser Rana
Sanaullah and British High Commissioner Jane
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Marriott, which emphasized the need for a joint
strategy on security and intelligence cooperation.

In 2022, the UK signed a bilateral agreement with
Pakistan allowing for the deportation of Pakistani
nationals with no legal residency rights in the UK,
including criminals and immigration offenders.
According to British prison data, Pakistani nationals
constitute nearly 3 percent of the foreign national
offender population in England and Wales, ranking as
the seventh-largest group. [Arab News]

Pakistan’s deputy prime minister visits
Kabul amid rising tensions over militancy
and deportations

(Im/sn) Pakistan’s Deputy Prime Minister and Foreign
Minister Ishaq Dar visited Kabul on April 19 to hold
high-level talks with the Taliban administration,
seeking to stabilize increasingly tense relations amid a
surge in cross-border militancy and the ongoing
deportation of undocumented Afghan nationals from
Pakistan. The visit included meetings with
Afghanistan’s Prime Minister Mullah Muhammad
Hassan Akhund and Acting Foreign Minister Amir Khan
Muttagqi, and focused on bilateral cooperation in
security, trade, and regional connectivity. [Arab News
11 [Arab News 2] [Arab News 3]

Dar's trip coincided with Pakistan's intensified
expulsion campaign, launched in November 2023,
targeting undocumented foreigners—primarily
Afghans—on national security grounds. By April 21, the
Pakistani government reported that a total of 979,486
Afghan nationals had been deported, with over 85,000
repatriated in April alone. The campaign's second
phase, currently underway, targets Afghan Citizen Card
(ACC) holders, who were previously granted temporary
legal status but not recognized as refugees. Islamabad
has set April 30 as the final deadline for their voluntary
return. [Arab News 4]

Amid mounting international scrutiny, Pakistan has
established a 24/7 federal control room under the
National Crisis Information Management Cell (NCIMC)
to assist Afghans during the repatriation process and
address complaints of mistreatment. Officials in
Islamabad have repeatedly insisted that the
deportations are being carried out in a dignified and
lawful manner, denying allegations of harassment or
arbitrary detention. [Arab News 5]

However, the Taliban government has strongly
criticized the mass expulsions, calling for a more
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humane and coordinated repatriation strategy. During
recent discussions, Afghan officials proposed forming a
trilateral coordination mechanism involving Pakistan,
Afghanistan, and international agencies to jointly
address refugee-related challenges. Taliban leaders
also condemned Pakistan’s “unilateral measures” and
called for collaborative solutions to avoid harming
bilateral relations.

The deportations come against the backdrop of
heightened Pakistani concerns over cross-border
militancy. Islamabad has accused the Taliban of
providing safe haven to the Tehreek-e-Taliban Pakistan
(TTP), a banned militant group responsible for deadly
attacks inside Pakistan. The Taliban has denied the
allegations and maintains that it does not allow any
group to use Afghan territory to threaten another
state.

Alongside security issues, Dar’s visit aimed to revive
stalled economic cooperation. He emphasized the
potential of enhancing trade and connectivity through
Afghanistan, including the development of regional rail
corridors linking Pakistan with Central Asia. Despite
deepening tensions, both countries have signaled a
willingness to continue dialogue, reinforced by recent
joint coordination committee meetings and reciprocal
high-level exchanges. [Arab News 1] [Arab News 2]
[Arab News 3]

Iraq proposes sea link to strengthen trade
routes with Pakistan

(sn) Irag's Consul General Maher Mjhid Jejan has
proposed establishing a sea link between Basra and
Karachi to strengthen trade routes and improve
logistics with Pakistan. The bid was submitted during
Jejan’s visit to the Karachi Chamber of Commerce and
Industry (KCCI), as he invited Pakistani businesses to
explore opportunities for importing and exporting.

The KCCl echoed this sentiment, stating that trade
volume between both nations has the potential to
increase significantly, with Pakistan's exports standing
at USD 54.29 million and imports at USD 145.46 million
in FY2024. The trade link would allow businesses from
both nations to access the respective markets more
actively and expand the available range of goods and
services.

Relations between Irag and Pakistan have recently
strengthened due partly to ministerial-level exchanges,
enhanced defense, law, counterterrorism, and
intelligence-sharing collaborations. The news
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represents Pakistan’s growing relations with regional
partners and its growing attractiveness to international
investors. [Arab News]

Kuwait extends Pakistan'’s oil credit
facility for two years

(sn) Kuwait has extended Pakistan'’s oil credit facility for
two years, which is expected to ease pressure on
Pakistan's foreign exchange reserves. This is the first
time Kuwait has granted an extension beyond one
year, highlighting the growing bilateral cooperation
between both nations.

Energy imports continue to drain Pakistan’s foreign
reserves, with credit rollovers proving crucial in
stabilizing the nation’s economy. The agreement was
made by representatives of both nations, who later
reaffirmed their commitment to continue exploring
opportunities to expand ties in the energy and
petroleum sectors. [The Express Tribune]

Pakistan-UAE strengthen strategic
partnership with new agreements during
deputy prime minister’s visit

(Im) Pakistan and the United Arab Emirates (UAE) have
taken notable steps to deepen their bilateral
relationship with the signing of multiple memoranda of
understanding (MoUs) on April 21, during the official
two-day visit of UAE Deputy Prime Minister and Foreign
Minister Sheikh Abdullah bin Zayed Al Nahyan to
Islamabad. The agreements cover trade, culture, and
consular cooperation and are viewed as part of a
broader strategy to strengthen economic and
diplomatic ties.

During the visit, Sheikh Abdullah met with Pakistan’s
Deputy Prime Minister and Foreign Minister Ishaq Dar
and was scheduled to meet Prime Minister Shehbaz
Sharif as well. At a joint media briefing, Sheikh
Abdullah praised the accelerating pace of cooperation,
stating that relations between the two nations have
been “moving faster than they have for a while.” He
expressed confidence that this momentum would
continue across trade, aviation, and investment.

This visit follows a series of recent high-level
exchanges. In February 2025, the Abu Dhabi crown
prince’s visit resulted in new agreements in mining,
banking, and transport. In January 2024, both
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countries signed deals worth over USD 3 billion,
covering railways, infrastructure, and special economic
zones.

The UAE remains Pakistan's third-largest trading
partner after China and the United States, and a vital
source of foreign direct investment, with more than
USD 10 billion invested over the past two decades.
Additionally, the UAE hosts more than one million
Pakistani expatriates—Pakistan’s second-largest
overseas community—who contribute substantially to
remittance inflows. [Arab News 1] [Arab News 2]

Pakistan and Rwanda agree to strengthen
cooperation in defense, trade, and
diplomacy

(Im) Pakistan and Rwanda have reaffirmed their
commitment to deepening bilateral ties across a wide
array of sectors, including defense, trade, technology,
and multilateral diplomacy. The pledge was made
during a delegation-level meeting on April 21 between
Pakistan's Deputy Prime Minister and Foreign Minister,
Ishaq Dar, and Rwanda’s Minister of Foreign Affairs
and International Cooperation, Olivier Jean Patrick
Nduhungirehe, who is on his first official visit to
Pakistan.

During the talks, both sides expressed satisfaction with
the trajectory of their bilateral relations and signed a
Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) focused on
diplomatic training. They agreed to explore broader
cooperation in investment, people-to-people
exchanges, and defense collaboration. The meeting
was part of a two-day visit expected to mark a new
phase in bilateral engagement, including the
anticipated inauguration of Rwanda’s High Commission
in Islamabad.

Deputy Prime Minister Dar underscored Pakistan’s
intent to import a broader range of Rwandan products
—such as coffee, avocados, pulses, and other
horticultural goods—while also looking to expand
Pakistan's exports in key sectors including
pharmaceuticals, textiles, rice, surgical instruments,
and sports equipment. He highlighted Pakistan’s
growing interest in digital partnerships with Rwanda,
particularly in e-governance, fintech, and youth
innovation platforms. Rwanda was invited to
participate in the Pakistan-Africa Trade Development
Conference and Single Country Exhibition to be held in
Addis Ababa in May 2025.


https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-sddhhjk-l-kli/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-sddhhjk-l-kld/

The Rwandan delegation included officials from the
Rwanda Development Board and the Ministry of Trade
and Industry, signaling Kigali's interest in scaling up
business-to-business engagement with Islamabad.
Minister Nduhungirehe noted that Rwanda's exports to
Pakistan currently amount to around USD 26 million,
while Pakistani exports to Rwanda stand at roughly
USD 100 million. He emphasized Rwanda'’s openness
to joint ventures in health, education, defense, and
tourism, and specifically mentioned potential
cooperation in cricket and sports diplomacy.

Both sides also committed to enhanced cooperation in
multilateral forums, including at the United Nations,
where Pakistan currently holds a non-permanent seat
on the Security Council. Nduhungirehe praised
Pakistan's historical contribution to UN peacekeeping
in Africa and expressed hope for continued peace
efforts in the eastern Democratic Republic of Congo, a
region where Rwanda remains diplomatically engaged.
[The Express Tribune]

Philippines repatriates 36 nationals from
Cambodia in online job scam intervention

(jm) The Philippine government successfully
repatriated 36 nationals from Oddar Meanchey
Province, northwest Cambodia, following their
exploitation in online scams that disguised customer
service roles as legitimate job opportunities. Initially,
26 individuals were repatriated last week, with an
additional 10 returning over the Easter weekend.
[Philippine News Agency 1]

The intervention was conducted by the Philippine
Embassy in Phnom Penh, working alongside
Cambodian authorities, who secured the release of the
Filipinos from a company in Samraong Municipality, an
area known for hosting transnational scams. The
embassy's intervention was funded through the
Assistance to Nationals fund (ATN), a public service to
safeguard the rights of Filipinos abroad. [Philippine
News Agency 2] [Department of Foreign Affairs,
Philippines]

India sends second batch of BrahMos
missiles to Philippines

(jto) India has delivered the second battery of the
BrahMos supersonic cruise missile to the Philippines,
marking a significant step in the strengthening of
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defense cooperation between the two countries. This
follows the first battery's delivery in April 2024, which
was transported by air, while the second batch was
shipped to the Philippines. The USD 374.96 million
deal, announced in January 2022, involves the
provision of three shore-based anti-ship missile system
(SBASMS) batteries to the Philippine Navy.

The BrahMos missile, developed by the joint venture
BrahMos Aerospace Private Limited (India and Russia),
has a range of 290 kilometers and can travel at speeds
up to Mach 2.8. It can be launched from various
platforms, including land, sea, air, and submarines,
and has attracted interest from several countries.
Notably, Indonesia and Thailand are in discussions to
acquire the system, and India is focused on
indigenizing the missile, with 83 percent of its
components now sourced domestically. [The Economic
Times]

Trump's tariffs may push F-16 jet prices
even higher as Philippines hints at killing
USD 5.6 billion deal

(jto) The Philippines is considering canceling a USD 5.6
billion deal for F-16 fighter jets with the United States
due to the financial impact of the reciprocal tariffs
imposed by the Trump administration. Despite a global
halt on bilateral tariffs, the Philippines continues to
face a 10 percent universal tariff on exports to the US.

Philippine Ambassador to the US, Jose Manuel
Romualdez, expressed concerns that the tariffs have
significantly harmed the Philippine economy, making
the F-16 jets, already expensive, unaffordable. He
emphasized that the deal, which was expected to
resultin a USD 1 billion surplus in favor of the United
States, might no longer proceed due to these added
costs.

Experts have warned that the tariffs could further
inflate the price of the F-16 jets. The aircraft's
manufacturing relies on a global supply chain,
including parts sourced from countries such as the UK
and the EU. As a result, the tariffs are expected to
increase manufacturing and maintenance costs,
impacting the overall affordability of the jets.

Romualdez referred to the situation as “quid pro quo,”
noting that despite the Philippines being a long-time
security ally of the US, the imposition of tariffs
undermines the trade balance. Additionally, experts
have raised concerns that this approach could disrupt
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the US's strategic position in the Indo-Pacific region,
particularly in efforts to deter China's ambitions in
Taiwan. [Firstpost]

Johor-Singapore Special Economic Zone
hailed as model of cooperation amid
global trade tensions

(Im) Singapore Deputy Prime Minister Gan Kim Yong
has described the Johor-Singapore Special Economic
Zone (JS-SEZ) as a timely and strategic response to
rising global protectionism, including U.S. tariffs
recently reimposed under President Donald Trump.
Speaking at a joint business and investment forum in
Johor Bahru on April 21, Gan emphasized that the SEZ
demonstrates how like-minded countries can
collaborate to mitigate trade disruption and
strengthen supply chains.

The JS-SEZ, formally launched in January 2025, spans
3,571 square kilometers in southern Johor and aims to
facilitate investment across 11 key sectors, including
manufacturing, logistics, green economy, digital
economy, and health. Gan announced that Singapore’s
Ministry of Trade and Industry, in collaboration with
Enterprise Singapore and the Economic Development
Board, will establish a new joint project office to
support firms interested in entering the SEZ. This
initiative complements Malaysia’s Invest Malaysia
Facilitation Centre-Johor (IMFC-)), launched earlier this
year in Forest City.

Gan stressed that the SEZ offers firms a valuable buffer
against recent economic headwinds, such as Trump’s
“Liberation Day" tariffs announced on April 2. These
included a 24 percent tariff on Malaysian exports and a
10 percent baseline levy on Singaporean goods.
Although a 90-day tariff pause was announced on April
9, Gan warned that the wider global economic
landscape remains uncertain, particularly amid the
escalating U.S.-China trade war.

Against this backdrop, Gan argued that countries like
Singapore and Malaysia must deepen cooperation to
maintain resilience and economic dynamism. He
highlighted a joint agritech venture between
Singapore’s Archisen and Malaysia’'s FarmByte in
Nusajaya Tech Park as an example of emerging SEZ
opportunities, noting its projected annual output of
300 tonnes of leafy greens.

Singapore and Malaysia will also work to enhance
connectivity across the Causeway, streamline customs
procedures, and improve business approval processes.
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Gan concluded by reaffirming Singapore’'s commitment
to developing the SEZ's foundations, emphasizing its
potential to generate jobs, reinforce bilateral economic
integration, and position both nations as adaptive,
competitive players in a shifting global order. [Channel
NewsAsia]

Singapore’s Prime Minister Wong
discusses U.S. tariffs with New Mexico
governor

(rt) Singapore Prime Minister Lawrence Wong met with
New Mexico Governor Michelle Lujan Grisham on April
15 to discuss the implications of the new U.S. tariff
regime on Singapore. The meeting focused on the 10
percent tariff imposed on Singaporean exports under
sweeping new trade measures announced by U.S.
President Donald Trump on April 2, which came into
effect on April 5.

According to the official readout issued on April 17,
Prime Minister Wong emphasized the importance of
continued engagement between Singapore and the
United States on this issue, underscoring that open
and stable trade relations remain vital to both
countries’ economic interests.

Beyond the tariff discussion, Prime Minister Wong and
Governor Lujan Grisham explored opportunities to
expand bilateral economic collaboration. Wong
welcomed New Mexico's interest in strengthening ties
and discussed ways to deepen cooperation in areas of
mutual interest, including trade and investment.

Governor Lujan Grisham was accompanied by a
delegation of business representatives and economic
development officials from New Mexico. This marks
her first official visit to Singapore.

In addition to her meeting with Prime Minister Wong,
Governor Lujan Grisham also held discussions with
Deputy Prime Minister and Minister for Trade and
Industry Gan Kim Yong. She met with officials from the
Ministry of Sustainability and the Environment, as well
as the National Quantum Office, reflecting a broader
agenda to explore technological and environmental
cooperation. [The Straits Times]

South Korea considers countermeasure to
China's steel structure disputed Yellow
Sea zone
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(fn) South Koren Oceans Minister Kang Do-hyung has
announced that South Korea is evaluating the
installation of a facility in the Provisional Maritime
Zone (PMZ) of the Yellow Sea in response to China's
recent installation of a significant steel structure in the
overlapping maritime region near leo Island. The PMZ,
where the Exclusive Economic Zones (EEZs) of South
Korea and China intersect, limits activities to navigation
and fishing as per a mutual agreement.

Nevertheless, China has installed multiple steel
structures in this area in recent years, asserting that
they are intended for aqua farming. A significant
confrontation occurred in February when Chinese
authorities prevented South Korean officials from
inspecting the location.

Seoul is collaborating with financial authorities to
assess the scope and type of facility it may construct in
response, highlighting that this action aims to
safeguard national maritime territory. Maritime talks at
the working level between South Korea and China are
set to scheduled later this month to tackle this issue.
[Yonhap News Agency]

South Korea protests Japan’s reopening
national museum claiming sovereignty
over Dokdo

(fn) South Korea has strongly opposed the reopening
of Japan's National Museum of Territory and
Sovereignty in Tokyo, which asserts its territorial claims
over the disputed Dokdo islets. Following renovations,
the museum highlights Japan's claims to Dokdo and
other disputed areas, featuring updated exhibits that
adopt a more interactive approach.

The South Korean foreign ministry denounced Japan’s
actions, demanding the museum's "immediate
closure," and reaffirming that Dokdo is South Korea's
inherent territory according to historical, geographical,
and international law. It filed an official complaint with
the Japanese Embassy in Seoul.

The Dokdo islets have consistently been a long-
standing point of tension between the two nations,
with South Korea maintaining effective control over
them, including a small police presence. [Yonhap News
Agency]
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South Korea’'s Hyundai Motor begins first
delivery of electric buses to Japan

(fn) South Korea's Hyundai Motor Co. has made its
initial commercial shipment of electric buses in Japan,
delivering five Elec City Town models to Tanegashima-
Yakushima Kotsu Co., a subsidiary of the lwasaki
Group. This initiative is aligned with Kagoshima
Prefecture’s goal to achieve carbon neutrality by 2050,
along with its strategy to transform Yakushima into a
zero-emission island.

Additionally, Hyundai also signed a comprehensive
cooperation agreement with local authorities to
encourage the adoption of EVs on the island.
Importantly, the buses’ vehicle-to-home capability will
enable emergency power supply to evacuation sites
and medical facilities during natural calamities,
bolstering the island's disaster preparedness and
sustainability efforts. [Yonhap News Agency]

South Korea’'s Daewoo E&C sign USD 700
million agreement to construct fertilizer
plant in Turkmenistan

(fn) South Korean Daewoo Engineering & Construction
Co. has signed a framework agreement worth USD 700
million to construct a fertilizer facility in eastern
Turkmenistan. This agreement was concluded with
Turkmenhimiya, a state-owned chemical company of
Turkmenistan, following Daewoo E&C being named as
the preferred bidder for the initiative in October. The
plant is set to extract phosphoric acid from phosphate
rocks and produce 300,000 tons of fertilizer each year
by 2029.

After the signing ceremony in Seoul, South Korean
Industry Minister Ahn Duk-geun engaged in
discussions with his Turkmen counterpart Baymyrat
Annamammedov regarding the enhancement of
cooperation in industrial plant projects.

Daewoo E&C views Turkmenistan as a vital strategic
hub for construction markets in Central Asia and
intends to expand its presence in the region by seeking
new opportunities and diversifying its business
portfolio. [Yonhap News Agency]

Kyrgyzstan and South Korea explore
deeper economic cooperation
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(kp) Kyrgyzstan's Minister of Economy and Commerce,
Bakyt Sydykov, met with Kim Gwangjae, Ambassador
of the Republic of Korea to Kyrgyzstan, to discuss the
current state of bilateral relations and explore new
opportunities for economic cooperation.

During the meeting, Sydykov emphasized that South
Korea remains one of Kyrgyzstan's key strategic
partners. He provided an overview of Kyrgyzstan's
economic outlook and the government’s efforts to
improve the investment climate and attract foreign
capital.

Both sides reviewed existing frameworks of
cooperation, including the Kyrgyz-Korean
Intergovernmental Commission on Economic
Cooperation, the Council on Trade and Investment,
and the Global Green Growth Institute’s office in
Bishkek.

The talks highlighted the need to increase bilateral
trade and develop joint ventures targeting foreign
markets. The two sides focused on leveraging South
Korea's expertise in innovation and digital technologies
to modernize critical sectors of the Kyrgyz economy,
such as information technology, agriculture, and
manufacturing. Both parties also expressed interest in
expanding cooperation on sustainable development
and green technologies. [Azer News]

South Korea- U.S. launch large scale air
drills

(mm) On April 17, South Korea and the United States
launched Freedom Flag, a major joint air exercise
involving 1,100 troops and 90 aircraft, aimed at
strengthening defensive readiness against North
Korea's advancing threats. Running through May 2, the
drills feature F-35 and F-15K fighter jets, as well as MQ-
1 and MQ-9 drones. For the first time, stealth fighters
will simulate enemy forces, and unmanned operations
will be expanded. The exercise reflects evolving
modern warfare dynamics and aims to boost
interoperability between the allies. Introduced last
year, Freedom Flag has replaced previous regular air
exercises between South Korea and U.S. forces.
[Yonhap]

On April 15, just days before Freedom Flog began, the
two allies staged a joint air exercise featuring a U.S. B-1
strategic bomber in South Korean airspace. Pyongyang
swiftly condemned the military drill and threatened
unspecified retaliation, calling the drill an "open threat
to its national security. South Korea's defense ministry
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described it as a demonstration of integrated South
Korea-U.S. defense capabilities against North Korea's
nuclear and missile weapons programs.

The latest drills come as South Korea' Acting President
Han Duck-soo has warned of potential escalating
provocations from the North amid South Korea's
domestic political uncertainty following ex-President
Yoon Suk-yeol's impeachment and the upcoming
presidential election. [NK News][Associated Press]

South Korea's steel exports to the U.S.
decline 19 percent in March amid Trump
tariffs

(fn) In March, South Korea's exports of steel to the
United States experienced a nearly 19 percent decline
compared to the same period last year, primarily due
to the significant tariffs imposed by the Trump
administration. Data from the Korea International
Trade Association (KITA) indicates that exports
dropped to USD 340 million, representing a decrease
of 18.9 percent.

This drop follows the U.S. implementation of a 25
percent tariff on all steel imports that took effect on
March 12, as part of measures aimed at reducing trade
deficits and bolstering domestic manufacturing.
Additionally, the U.S. has abolished duty-free quotas
for steel imports from South Korea and other
countries. While it remains challenging to fully gauge
the tariffs' impact because of lag in trade transactions,
South Korean steel producers are responding by
increasing up local production in the U.S., with Hyundai
steel planning a USD 5.8 billion investment in a new
steel mill in Louisiana scheduled to be completed by
2029. [Yonhap News Agency]

South Korea’'s POSCO to invest in Hyundai
steel’s U.S. plant amid tariff challenges
and global expansion push

(fn) POSCO Group, the leading steelmaker in South
Korea, has revealed its plan to invest in the upcoming
steel mill project by Hyundai Steel Co. in the United
States. This move supports POSCO'’s approach to
counter the 25 percent tariffs on steel imports
imposed by President Donald Trump while enhancing
its global presence.
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The investment was officially announced through a
memorandum of understanding (MOU) signed by
POSCO and Hyundai Motor Group. This agreement
also includes plans for expanded collaboration in steel
manufacturing and rechargeable battery technology.

Hyundai Steel is set to allocate USD 5.8 billion for the
establishment of an integrated steel mill utilizing
electric arc furnace technology in Louisiana by the year
2029. The facility is expected to produce 2.7 million
tons of steel annually, primarily aimed at supplying
Hyundai Motor, Kia, and other automotive
manufacturers in the U.S., the largest auto market
globally.

Although POSCO has not yet finalized the size of its
investment in this venture, company officials indicate
that negotiations regarding investment proportions
and related conditions will commence shortly. POSCO
Chairman Chang In-hwa recently highlighted the
urgency for rapid growth in high-margin markets such
as the U.S. and India to maintain competitiveness on
the global stage.

As part of the initial agreement, POSCO is set to deliver
steel from the new facility to customers in both the
U.S. and Mexico. Furthermore, the company intends to
collaborate with Hyundai on the creation of materials
for rechargeable batteries to facilitate the
development of next-generation mobility solutions.
[Yonhap News Agency]

South Korea-Netherlands cooperation on
semiconductor supply chain

(mm) South Korea and the Netherlands have agreed to
strengthen cooperation on semiconductor and critical
mineral supply chains, including the launch of a joint
early warning system and information sharing via
overseas missions. The agreement was reached during
a bilateral economic dialogue held in The Hague on
April 17, led by South Korea's Deputy Foreign Minister
Kim Hee-sang and Dutch Vice Minister Michiel Sweers.
The two officials also signed a memorandum of
understanding for joint research in advanced
technologies. [The Korea Herald]

The deal marks the latest step in South Korea's
broader push to become a global leader in
technological innovation, particularly in artificial
intelligence (Al). Since adopting National Strategy for
Artificial Intelligence in 2019, the government has
heavily invested in boosting digital competitiveness
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across both public and private sectors. [Republic of
Korea]

As part of this vision, in September last year former
President Yoon Suk-yeol pledged KRW 65 trillion (USD
48 billion) for Al-related projects through 2027,
including public-private Al computer centres and
regulation reforms to accelerate remained a top
priority during the 2025 snap presidential election.

Democratic Party leader and opposition frontrunner
Lee Jae-myung has vowed to outpace Yoon's plan with
a 100 trillion won (USD 70 billion) investment, declaring
South Korea will become “one of the top three Al
powerhouses.” [ChosunBiz] [The Korea Herald]

On April 15, the South Korea government announced a
further 33 trillion won (USD 23.25 billion) economic
package to support its domestic semiconductor
industry, to help Korean firms manage rising costs
amid global trade uncertainties and intensifying
competition from China (see AiR No. 15, April/2025, 3).

Sri Lanka declines land connectivity
project with India, citing timing concerns

(Im) Sri Lanka has declined to pursue a land
connectivity project with India for the time being,
despite recent references to the idea by Indian Prime
Minister Narendra Modi during bilateral talks. The
proposed land bridge, first discussed during Prime
Minister Ranil Wickremesinghe's 2002-2004
administration and mentioned again during his 2023
visit to New Delhi as President, was not advanced
during President Anura Kumara Dissanayake’s visit to
India in December 2024.

Sources indicate that Dissanayake communicated to
Indian officials that Sri Lanka is not ready to move
forward with the project at present, resulting in the
topic being excluded from the agenda during Modi's
most recent visit. However, Modi informally reiterated
his interest in the idea and reportedly observed the
ancient Ram Setu—a natural formation that once
connected the two countries—during his departure
flight. [Daily Mirror]

Sri Lanka proposes scrapping para tariffs
on U.S. imports as trade tensions mount

(Im) In response to mounting trade tensions with the
United States, Sri Lanka has proposed eliminating para
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tariffs on U.S. imports in a bid to mitigate the impact of
reciprocal tariffs imposed by the administration of U.S.
President Donald Trump. The move comes amid
concern that the newly introduced tariffs—some as
high as 44 percent on Sri Lankan goods—could
jeopardize the country’s vital export sector, which
sends over USD 3 billion worth of goods annually to
the U.S., while importing just over USD 300 million in
return.

To reduce the trade imbalance and improve bilateral
relations, the Sri Lankan government is also exploring
the option of importing fuel from U.S. companies.
Officials hope this step will not only address trade
asymmetries but also strengthen the case for tariff
relief.

A high-level government delegation is set to visit
Washington, D.C., later this month to attend the Spring
Meetings of the International Monetary Fund (IMF) and
the World Bank. On the sidelines of these meetings,
they plan to hold discussions with U.S. authorities to
seek redress over the tariff issue. [Daily Mirror 1]

Meanwhile, former President Ranil Wickremesinghe
warned that even a partial rollback of the tariffs—say
to 25 percent—would still lead to a decline in Sri
Lankan exports and threaten the country’s ability to
meet its debt restructuring obligations by 2028. He
called the situation an economic emergency and urged
the government to present a comprehensive response
plan. [Daily Mirror 2]

Taiwan condemns Beijing's territorial
claim in China-Cambodia statement on
sovereignty

(dqgl) Taiwan's Ministry of Foreign Affairs (MOFA) has
condemned China'’s territorial claim over Taiwan made
in a joint statement with Cambodia. The statement,
signed by Cambodian Prime Minister Hun Manet and
Chinese Presidnet Xi Jinping, referred to UN Resolution
2758 as “authoritative” and asserted that “Taiwan is an
inalienable part of Chinese territory.” [Ministry of
Foreign, Taiwan]

The ministry rejected the claim, calling it factually
incorrect and part of China’s ongoing attempts to
undermine Taiwan's sovereignty. It criticized Cambodia
for supporting Beijing's position and emphasized that
UN Resolution 2758 only addresses China's
representation in the UN, without granting China
authority to represent Taiwan.
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Reaffirming that Taiwan is a sovereign and
independent state, the ministry urged the international
community to resist China’s misinterpretation of the
resolution and its attempts to alter the status quo.
[Taiwan News]

The condemnation follows Cambodia’s deportation of
179 Taiwanese fraud suspects to China, an action
justified by Phnom Penh under its legal framework and
in line with its support for Beijing's "one China" policy
(see AR No. 15, April/2025, 3).

U.S. senators visit Taiwan

(lo) A bipartisan delegation of U.S. senators visited
Taiwan to reaffirm Washington's commitment to the
island's security and economic partnership.

The delegation, comprising Senators Pete Ricketts,
Chris Coons, and Ted Budd, met with President Lai
Ching-te, discussing defense collaboration and
economic ties. Lai emphasized Taiwan's commitment
to increasing defense spending to 3 percent of GDP
and emphasized TSMC's USD 100 billion investment in
U.S.-based semiconductor manufacturing this year. He
also advocated for the creation of “non-red supply
chains” to exclude Chinese involvement and better
respond to geopolitical and climate challenges. [Office
of the President, Taiwan]

This visit follows President Donald Trump's April 2
announcement of a 32 percent tariff on Taiwanese
imports, later reduced to 10 percent for a 90-day
negotiation period. It also comes amid ongoing U.S.-
China trade tensions and growing concerns over
Beijing's potential military aggression toward Taiwan.
Lawmakers warned against underestimating China’s
intentions but expressed confidence that any hostile
move by Beijing would face a “forceful and united”
response. [AP News] [Reuters]

U.S., Taiwan conduct joint operation to
arrest key Taiwanese gang member

(dql) In a joint law enforcement operation U.S. and
Taiwanese authorities arrested a suspected Taiwanese
drug trafficker in Los Angeles. The suspect is also
believed to be a key member of the Bamboo Union
Gang's Mingren Society.

The operation involved multiple U.S. agencies,
including Homeland Security Investigations, the Drug


https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-sddhhjk-l-kjt/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-sddhhjk-l-kji/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-sddhhjk-l-kjd/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-sddhhjk-l-kjd/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-sddhhjk-l-kjh/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-sddhhjk-l-kjk/

Enforcement Administration (DEA), the FBI, and the Los
Angeles Police Department, and Taiwan’s Criminal
Investigation Bureau (CIB), whose personnel traveled
to the U.S. to assist.

The Bamboo Union Gang is one of Taiwan’s largest and
most powerful organized crime syndicates, known for
its involvement in activities such as drug trafficking,
extortion, gambling, and political influence operations.
The Mingren Society is believed to be a faction or sub-
group within the Bamboo Union.

In a separate case, another Taiwanese national was
arrested in Los Angeles in February for allegedly
sexually assaulting a minor and causing a fatal drunk
driving accident. The DEA's Los Angeles Field Division
led the operation with intelligence support from
Taiwanese authorities.

Taiwan’s National Police Agency maintains a liaison
officer on the U.S. West Coast to coordinate with
American counterparts in tracking down Taiwanese
fugitives. [Taiwan News]

Taiwan and Ukraine Launch
Parliamentary Friendship Group

(dqgl) Lawmakers from Taiwan’s ruling Democratic
Progressive Party (DPP) together with Ukrainian
counterparts launched on April 21 the Taiwan-Ukraine
Parliamentary Friendship Association to promote
legislative exchanges between the two countries.

At the launching ceremony, DPP Legislator Chen Kuan-
ting emphasized that Taiwan and Ukraine share
common democratic values and Taiwan'’s responsibility
to support Ukraine amid its ongoing crisis. Deputy
Foreign Minister Francois Wu reiterated Taiwan's
commitment to working with like-minded European
partners in supporting Ukraine’s reconstruction and
strengthening ties through parliamentary cooperation,
city-to-city diplomacy, and other platforms.

He reaffirmed Taiwan’s stance against the use of force
by authoritarian regimes and its broader commitment
to global peace, democracy, and freedom.

Ukrainian lawmaker Mykola Kniazhytskyi and others
sent a congratulatory video message, expressing
gratitude for Taiwan's cross-party support and calling
for continued unity among democratic nations. [Taipei
Times]
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Taiwan and Tuvalu sign agreements to
strengthen bilateral labor cooperation

(lo) Taiwan and Tuvalu signed two agreements in Taipei
to enhance bilateral labor cooperation. The accords,
witnessed by Taiwan’s Foreign Minister Lin Chia-lung
and Tuvalu’'s Deputy Prime Minister Panapasi
Nelesone, aim to facilitate mutual recognition of
seafarers’ certificates and related training. [Taipei
Times]

Minister Lin expressed Taiwan's commitment to
continued collaboration with Tuvalu across various
sectors to promote economic prosperity and the well-
being of their peoples. Deputy Prime Minister
Nelesone acknowledged Taiwan's assistance in
Tuvalu's development of healthcare, agriculture,
education, and infrastructure. The agreements were
signed during a five-day visit by the Tuvaluan
delegation. [Taipei Times]

Taiwan affirms openness to restoring ties
with Honduras

(dgl) Taiwanese Foreign Minister Lin Chia-lung has
stated that Taiwan would welcome the restoration of
diplomatic relations with Honduras if the opportunity
arises. Speaking at a legislative hearing on April 21, Lin
noted that several Honduran presidential candidates
have expressed interest in renewing ties, and the
Ministry of Foreign Affairs is closely monitoring
developments.

Honduras cut ties with Taiwan in 2021 after President
Xiomara Castro assumed office and shifted recognition
to Beijing. Lin pointed out that the loss of diplomatic
ties negatively impacted sectors such as white shrimp
exports, which previously relied heavily on the
Taiwanese market.

Among the leading candidates in Honduras' upcoming
general election on November 30, Liberal Party
nominee Salvador Nasralla has pledged to restore ties
with Taiwan, citing benefits for Honduras' relationship
with the U.S. and its global standing. He also criticized
Chinese trade practices for harming local businesses.

While rivaling National Party candidate Nasry Asfura
has not commented publicly, other figures in the party
have expressed strong support for reestablishing ties.
Asfura previously visited Taiwan in 2015, promoting
bilateral cooperation during his tenure as mayor of
Tegucigalpa. [Taiwan News]
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Thai Prime Minister Paetongtarn to visit
Cambodia amid scrutiny over maritime
and territorial concerns

(Im) Thai Prime Minister Paetongtarn Shinawatra is set
to pay her first official visit to Cambodia on April 23-24
at the invitation of her Cambodian counterpart, Prime
Minister Hun Manet. The two leaders will preside over
a ceremony launching a commemorative logo marking
the 75th anniversary of diplomatic relations between
the two countries and witness the signing of bilateral
agreements aimed at enhancing cooperation in trade,
security, development, and regional engagement.

During the visit, Prime Minister Paetongtarn is also
scheduled to meet with Cambodia’s Senate President
Hun Sen - Hun Manet's father - and King Norodom
Sihamoni.

The trip also underscores the deeply personal ties
between the Shinawatra and Hun families, particularly
between Paetongtarn’s father, former Thai Prime
Minister Thaksin Shinawatra, nd Hun Sen, who have
long shared a mutually supportive relationship. After
the 2006 coup in Thailand that ousted Thaksin, Hun
Sen was one of the few regional leaders who publicly
criticized the move and later offered political asylum to
members of Thaksin's circle. Over the years, Hun Sen
has repeatedly referred to Thaksin as a “good friend,”
while Thaksin has maintained close contact with
Cambodian elites, visiting the country even while in
self-imposed exile.

However, Paetongtarn’s upcoming visit has drawn
criticism and warnings from domestic groups such as
the Network of Students and People for Reform of
Thailand (NSPRT), which voiced concern over
unresolved maritime boundary disputes. The group
opposes the Thai government's proposal for a 50:50
profit-sharing arrangement in overlapping territorial
waters, fearing it may compromise national interests.
Critics have also cited Cambodia’s recent nationalist
rhetoric regarding Thai territories, such as Koh Kut and
Ta Muen Thom temple in Surin province, as further
reason for vigilance.

The NSPRT called on the Thai government to provide
transparency regarding the visit's agenda and to
ensure that any discussions on sensitive territorial or
resource-sharing matters uphold Thailand's
sovereignty and public interest. [Bangkok Post 1]
[Bangkok Post 2]
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Thai-US trade talks delayed on short
notice

(msz/acs) Thailand has announced that ministerial-
level talks with the United States, originally scheduled
for April 23, 2025, have been delayed. The talks, led by
Finance Minister Pichai Chunhavajira, were meant to
address the 36 percent reciprocal tariffs imposed on
Thai exports to the US. While the reason for the delay
has not been specified, Minister Pichai is expected to
provide more details soon. The US tariffs, which are
part of the broader trade measures targeting countries
with trade surpluses, have raised significant concerns
in Thailand due to their potential impact on the
economy. [Bangkok Post 1]

Thailand had prepared five key proposals to reduce
the impact of the tariffs, including increasing imports
of US farm products with reduced import taxes,
implementing stricter screening of re-exported
products, and promoting Thai investments in US
processing industries. The Thai delegation also
planned to propose significant imports of US liquefied
natural gas (LNG) and ethylene gas, with purchases
valued at USD 600 million and USD 100 million,
respectively, over several years. [Thai PBS World]

Alongside the trade talks, concerns have arisen over
potential impacts on Thailand's defense procurement
plans. Defence Minister Phumtham Wechayachai
downplayed worries that the US tariffs would affect the
purchase of military equipment, such as the potential
switch from Swedish-made Gripen jets to US-made F-
16s. However, Phumtham noted that obtaining
financing for such a purchase through US loans would
be unconventional. The air force's procurement of
Gripen jets has yet to be approved by the cabinet, and
discussions regarding the army’s plan to procure
Stryker armored vehicles from the US are still ongoing.
[Bangkok Post 1]

In addition to the trade and defense discussions,
Thailand is facing domestic unrest over proposed US
beef imports. Thai cattle farmers, led by the Beef Cattle
Association of Thailand and supported by over 60
allied organizations, have protested the plan, which
they argue could harm over 1.4 million cattle-rearing
households already struggling with low prices and
competition from free trade agreements with Australia
and New Zealand.

Farmers are particularly concerned about the public
health risks associated with hormone-treated beef,
which is banned under Thai food safety laws. They also
argue that the imports could damage Thailand'’s
reputation in export markets such as Malaysia,
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Vietnam, and China, where strict food safety standards
are enforced. The association has submitted letters of
protest to the prime minister and other officials,
demanding that the government reconsider the policy.
Further protests are planned if the proposal moves
forward. [Bangkok Post 3]

Timor-Leste's Prime Minister visits China's
Hunan Province to deepen subnational
cooperation

(Im) Timor-Leste's Prime Minister Kay Rala Xanana
Gusmdo commenced a five-day official visit to China's
Hunan Province on April 13, aimed at strengthening
bilateral and subnational cooperation. The visit
underscores the long-standing partnership between
Hunan and the Timorese municipality of Manatuto,
which began over a decade ago and has since
expanded into a broader relationship involving
multiple regions of Timor-Leste.

Upon arrival in Changsha, Prime Minister Gusmdo was
received by Hunan Governor Mao Weiming, senior
provincial leaders, and Timorese and Chinese
diplomatic representatives. The Prime Minister is
accompanied by the Ministers of State Administration
and Planning and Strategic Investment, as well as the
Presidents of the Municipal Authorities of Baucau,
Ainaro, Manatuto, Cova Lima, and Manufahi.

The visit includes discussions on potential cooperation
in agriculture, livestock, and fisheries, with tailored
project proposals for each Timorese municipality. In
addition to official meetings, the Prime Minister will
visit historical and industrial sites, including Mao
Zedong's residence in Shaoshan, the Hunan Institute of
Geology, and key enterprises such as Zoomlion and
Royal Group Hunan Youshi Dairy Co. Ltd., with a view
to fostering investment and technology transfer.

Since the establishment of the Manatuto-Hunan
friendship agreement in 2014, Hunan has supported
Timor-Leste with agricultural machinery, school
materials, and more recently, the donation of
ambulances. [Government of Timor-Leste]

Laos, Vietnam leaders reaffirm strong ties
in series of high-level engagements

(cmc) Vietnamese State President Luong Cuong and
Prime Minister Pham Minh Chinh have both engaged
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with their Lao counterpart, Prime Minister Sonexay
Siphandone, to reaffirm the longstanding and robust
partnership between Vietnam and Laos. During a
meeting on the sidelines of the 4th Partnership for
Green Growth and the Global Goals 2030 (P4G)
Summit in Hanoi, President Cuong reaffirmed
Vietnam's commitment to strengthening its special
relationship with Laos, emphasizing the highest
priority given to their bilateral ties.

Prime Minister Siphandone highlighted the significance
of the summit, noting Vietnam's proactive role in
promoting green growth, green transition, and
sustainable development. The discussions also
underscored the importance of continued multilateral
collaboration on climate change and sustainable
development initiatives, with Laos pledging to support
these global efforts. Both leaders praised the stable,
ongoing development of political, trade, and cultural
relations between the two nations, which have been
reinforced through multiple high-level visits and
exchanges.

The two leaders expressed confidence in further
deepening cooperation in key areas such as defense,
trade, infrastructure, and tourism, aiming to raise
bilateral trade to USD 5 billion. They also discussed
efforts to accelerate Vietnamese investment projects in
Laos and further integration of the two countries'
economies, particularly in infrastructure and transport.
Furthermore, the leaders stressed the importance of
regional peace and stability and committed to
enhancing their trilateral cooperation with Cambodia
under various regional frameworks, including ASEAN
and Mekong subregional cooperation mechanisms.
[VietnamPlus 1] [VietnamPlus 2]

In a separate development, President Luong Cuong is
set to pay a two-day state visit to Laos on April 24-25,
at the invitation of Lao President Thongloun Sisoulith.
[Viet Nam News]

South Korea and Vietham agree to deepen
economic ties amid U.S. tariff uncertainty

(cmc) Vietnam and South Korea have pledged to
strengthen their economic cooperation amid rising
concerns over potential U.S. tariffs that threaten both
countries' economies. In a meeting on April 14, the two
countries’ foreign ministers, Cho Tae-yul of South
Korea and Bui Thanh Son of Vietham, committed to
raising bilateral trade to USD 150 billion by 2030, with
a focus on more balanced and sustainable trade
practices.
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The meeting comes as both nations grapple with the
U.S. administration's proposed tariffs of 25 percent on
South Korean goods and 46 percent on Viethamese
exports. These tariffs, which are currently under a 90-
day moratorium, have prompted both countries to
seek ways to mitigate their potential impact. South
Korea, a major investor in Vietnam, is particularly
concerned about the vulnerability of its manufacturing
base in the Southeast Asian country, where Samsung
Electronics produces over 60 percent of its global
phone sales.

Both countries agreed to enhance collaboration in
sectors such as infrastructure, electronics,
semiconductors, and renewable energy. Vietnam has
encouraged South Korean businesses, including giants
like Samsung, LG, and Hyundai, to expand their
operations in the country. These investments are
expected to help both nations navigate the shifting
global trade landscape and reduce reliance on the U.S.
market.

The leaders also pledged to continue coordinating on
international and regional issues of mutual concern.
This includes responding to trade challenges posed by
the U.S. and promoting the stability of supply chains
that are critical to both countries' economies. The
ongoing discussions reflect their shared interest in
bolstering bilateral ties while managing external
economic pressures. [Reuters] [The Straits Times] [The
Korea Herald]

Vietnamese delegation visits Italy to
deepen cooperation on justice, digital
transformation, child adoption

(Im) Vietnam'’s Ministry of Justice has reaffirmed its
commitment to strengthening legal and judicial
cooperation with Italy during a high-level working visit
led by Deputy Minister Mai Luong Khoi. The
delegation’s trip, centered around implementing the
2016 Memorandum of Understanding (MoU), included
meetings with Italian Minister of Justice Carlo Nordio
and senior Italian legal institutions.

During the meeting on April 16, Deputy Minister Khoi
praised Italy’s ongoing support for Vietnam'’s socio-
economic development and emphasized that the
strong bilateral friendship provides a sound basis for
advancing their strategic partnership. He proposed
finalizing a new cooperation program for 2026-2027
and expressed hope for practical collaboration,
particularly in areas like organized crime prevention
and legal training.
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Discussions also covered judicial digitalization,
including the application of information technology,
asset verification systems, and artificial intelligence in
law enforcement. Both sides agreed to organize future
workshops—online and in person—to facilitate
ongoing exchanges.

The Vietnamese delegation also engaged with the
Italian National Council of Notaries and the bar
association, exploring topics such as electronic
notarization, professional training, and inter-agency
data sharing. In a separate meeting with the
Commission for Intercountry Adoption, officials
reaffirmed their shared commitment to humanitarian
adoption efforts. Italy remains one of the top three
destinations for adopted Vietnamese children,
particularly those with serious health conditions. [Viet
Nam News]

Vietnam and Kenya strengthen ties with
focus on sustainable development and
digital cooperation

(hn) During high-level meetings in Hanoi on April 16
and 17, Vietnamese leaders reaffirmed Hanoi's
commitment to deepening its multifaceted partnership
with Kenya, emphasizing shared development goals,
growing diplomatic ties, and expanded sectoral
cooperation. Kenyan Cabinet Secretary for Defence
Soipan Tuya visited Hanoi to attend the 4th Partnering
for Green Growth and the Global Goals 2030 (P4G)
Summit as a special envoy of President William Ruto,
delivering letters to both the Vietnamese State
President and Prime Minister.

President Luong Cuong and Prime Minister Pham Minh
Chinh welcomed the visit as a demonstration of
Kenya's commitment to multilateral development
efforts. Both sides expressed satisfaction over the
recent memorandum of understanding on political and
diplomatic cooperation, which provides a legal
framework for regular dialogue and enhanced mutual
trust.

Vietnam proposed intensifying collaboration in
defense, trade, agriculture, tourism, and digital
transformation, along with experience-sharing in
science, technology, and innovation. Defense
cooperation may include joint work in military
medicine, logistics, and UN peacekeeping operations.
Kenya, in turn, expressed interest in closer
engagement on digitalization, food security, housing,
and healthcare, positioning itself as a gateway for
Vietnam to access East Africa.
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Both countries agreed to consider establishing
diplomatic missions and signing further agreements in
transnational crime prevention, agriculture, and
science. Kenya also voiced its readiness to support
Vietnam in strengthening ties with the African Union
and other regional bodies, as both nations committed
to amplifying the voice of developing countries on
multilateral platforms. [Viet Nam News 1] [Viet Nam
News 2]

Vietnam visit by Ethiopian Prime Minister
boosts bilateral and legislative
cooperation

(hn) Vietnam's National Assembly Chairman welcomed
Ethiopian Prime Minister Abiy Ahmed Ali in Hanoi on
April 16, expressing confidence that the visit would
mark a new chapter in Vietnam-Ethiopia relations. The
Ethiopian leader was in Vietnam for a four-day official
visit and to participate in the 4th Partnering for Green
Growth and the Global Goals 2030 (P4G) Summit.

Chairman Tran Thanh Man highlighted the long-
standing friendship based on mutual support and
respect, noting Ethiopia’s socio-economic progress
under Prime Minister Abiy's leadership, including its
rise as East Africa’s largest economy and its growing
influence in regional peace and development. He
praised the signing of multiple cooperation
agreements spanning politics, diplomacy, economy,
trade, and education.

The Vietnamese legislature pledged to facilitate
implementation of these agreements, and proposed
increased collaboration in agriculture, green
technology, and education—areas of mutual strength.
Man also emphasized the importance of inter-
parliamentary cooperation, including shared legislative
practices and coordination at multilateral forums like
the Inter-Parliamentary Union.

The Ethiopian Prime Minister, for his part, affirmed
Vietnam's status as a trusted friend and expressed
Ethiopia’s determination to elevate bilateral and
parliamentary relations. He conveyed invitations from
Ethiopian parliamentary leaders for Vietnam’s National
Assembly Chairman to visit Ethiopia, reinforcing the
commitment to a deeper legislative partnership. [Viet
Nam News]

Announcements
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Upcoming online events

28 April 2025 @ 4:00 - 6:00 p.m. (GMT+2), German
Institute for Global and Area Studies, Germany

WONAGO Lecture Series

The World Order Narratives of the Global South
(WONAGO) project, led by Universitat Hamburg and
GIGA, examines the ways in which the Global South
actors have made sense of and constructed world
order since the post-Cold War era. The project, backed
by Germany's BMBF, is centred on African, Asian, Latin
American, and Middle Eastern countries' agency.
Through its monthly lecture series, WONAGO
promotes cross-disciplinary conversation regarding
how these areas construct and trade their worldviews
and create global political, cultural, and social trends.
Lectures are held virtually or in hybrid formats. For
more information, see [GIGA].

28 April 2025 @ 1:00 - 2:00 p.m. (GMT-4), Center for
American Progress, USA

Cutting Deep Abroad and at Home:
Slashing Foreign Assistance Causes
Worldwide Harm

The Center for American Progress will host a virtual
forum on President Trump's enormous cuts in U.S.
foreign assistance, halting all aid on his first day and
terminating $27 billion in funding. Foreign aid,
although less than 1% of the federal budget, pays for
global health, U.S. security, and domestic businesses.
Experts Jeremy Konyndyk, Chloe Schwenke, and Jordan
Schermerhorn will explain the international and
domestic consequences of the reductions and how
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they are further affecting U.S. foreign policy. For more
information, and to register online, please visit [CAP].

29 April 2025 @ 2:30 - 3:30 p.m. (GMT-4), Center for
a New American Security, USA

The Stakes of Sino-American Al
Competition

The Center for a New American Security (CNAS) is
convening a panel on April 29 to discuss the worldwide
consequences of intensifying Sino-American Al rivalry,
following China's DeepSeek coming into the limelight.
Specialists will analyze how the rivalry might transform
norms regarding autonomous weapons, surveillance,
bioethics, and international security. The conference
follows up on CNAS's report Promethean Rivalry and
includes analysis from academic, human rights, and
government luminaries, with live audience Q&A
moderated by Bill Drexel. For more information, please
see [CNAS]

29 April 2025 @ 9:00 a.m. - 7:00 p.m. (GMT-4), Centre
for International Governance Innovation, USA

Digital Policy Hub Winter 2025 Research
Conference

CIGI's Digital Policy Hub is organizing a research
conference on April 29, 2025, at its Waterloo campus
to highlight the work of the Winter 2025 cohort. The
day-long conference gathers students, practitioners,
guest speakers, and academic supervisors to discuss
governance and policy challenges related to disruptive
technologies. Term paper research on disruptive tech
in sectors in Canada and around the world will be
presented by fellows. The conference, the fourth since
the Hub's inception in 2023, promotes face-to-face
interaction among the cohort and the broader CIGI
community. For more information, see [CIGI].

29 April 2025 @ 9:00 - 10:00 a.m. (GMT-4), Asia
Society Policy Institute, USA

New Centers of Gravity: How China and
India Are Vying for Influence in the
European Union


https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-sddhhjk-l-kdy/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-sddhhjk-l-kdj/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-sddhhjk-l-kdt/

This webinar explores the changing dynamics of EU
relations with China and India—two of the most
significant Asian actors. While China remains the EU's
biggest trading partner, India is emerging as a strategic
alternative, prompting interest in a strengthened EU-
India partnership. The experts will assess trade
relations, geopolitical agendas, and how Brussels is
positioning New Delhi in its Indo-Pacific policies. It
features Philippe Le Corre, Akshay Mathur, and
moderator Lyle Morris, discussing Europe's shifting
direction towards Asia amid a period of increased
global uncertainty. For more information, please see
[Asia Society Policy Institute].

29 April 2025 @ 9:45 - 11:00 a.m. (GMT+11), Lowy
Institute, Australia

100 Days of Trump 2.0: A conversation
with Susan Glasser and Dr Michael
Fullilove

To celebrate the first 100 days of President Trump's
second term, the Lowy Institute will present a special
event with Susan Glasser, The New Yorker's
Washington correspondent, in conversation with
Executive Director Dr Michael Fullilove. They will
dissect the major themes of Trump 2.0—nationalism,
alliance skepticism, and anti-globalism—and examine
the implications for Australia and the world. Glasser
will join online from Washington, and Fullilove invites
an in-person audience in Sydney, with a final live Q&A
session. For more information, see [Lowy Institute].

29 April 2025 @ 8:00 - 9:00 a.m. (GMT-4), Hudson
Institute, USA

India’s Role in the Global Economy

Join Hudson for a conversation between Indian Finance
Minister Nirmala Sitharaman and Distinguished Fellow
Walter Russell Mead. As India's role in global affairs
grows and its economic ties with the U.S. continue to
grow stronger, the conversation will consider
prospects for more U.S.-India collaboration.
Sitharaman, who has held key cabinet portfolios since
2014, including finance, defence, and commerce, will
share India's economic trajectory and the need for
strong bilateral cooperation to address global
economic issues and support India's continued growth.
For more information, please visit [Hudson Institute].
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28 April 2025 @ 11:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. (GMT-4), The
Heritage Foundation, USA

Paving the Way for Transportation
Innovation

Attend Heritage Foundation policy experts,
policymakers, and industry leaders as they discuss
America's leadership in transportation innovation. The
forum will examine how new technologies like
autonomous vehicles, flying taxis, and drones can
improve everyday life, increase productivity, and
bolster U.S. global leadership. In comparison to other
past innovations like the Model T and B-17, there will
be discourse on how the adoption of such innovations
can determine the 21st century and maintain America
on the forefront of technological and economic
progress in the transportation sector. For more
information, and to register online, see [The Heritage
Foundation].

30 April 2025 @ 9:00 - 10:00 a.m. (GMT+2), Bruegel,
USA

Migration and refugee policies with Neil
Meads

Neil Meads will read extracts from Chapter 3 of the
IMF's World Economic Outlook: Journeys and Junctions,
published in April 2025. The session will cover how
policy changes in migration and refugees shape
movement flows, legal pathways, and economic effects
on destination economies. Meads will consider the
risks and opportunities of migration flows, the
composition of flows, and the value of time variation.
He will also emphasize how policymakers and global
collaboration can more effectively manage inflows and
share short-term costs. For more information, please
see [Bruegel].

Recent Book Releases

Shaun Walker, The Illegals: Russia's Most Audacious
Spies and Their Century-Long Mission to Infiltrate the
West, Knopf, 448 pages, published April 15, 2025. For a
review, see [Penguin Books].

Michael Richardson, Nonhuman Witnessing: War,
Data, and Ecology after the End of the World, Duke
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University Press, 238 pages, published February 4,
2024. For a review, see [LSE].

Jathan Sadowski, The Mechanic and the Luddite: A
Ruthless Criticism of Technology and Capitalism,
University of California Press, 331 pages, published
January 7, 2025. For a review, see [LSE].

Stephen Witt, The Thinking Machine: Jensen Huang,
Nvidia and the World’s Most Coveted Microchip,
Bodley Head, 288 pages, published January 14, 2025.
For a review, see [The Guardian].

Bérengeére Viennot, La Langue de Trump, Les Arénes,
162 pages, published January 23, 2019. For a review,
see [Los Angeles Review of Books].

Calls

The Latin American Society of International Law
(LASIL) invites paper proposals for its pre-conference
workshop “Narratives in International Courts and
Tribunals,” to be held online June 25, 2025. The
deadline for abstract submission is April 30, 2025. For
more information, see [LASIL].

The European Society of International Law (ESIL)
Feminism and International Law Interest Group
invites paper proposals for a preconference workshop
in the context of the ESIL Annual Conference 2025, on
“Reconstructing International Law,” to be held on
September 10, 2025, in Berlin. The deadline for
abstract submission is April 15, 2025. For more
information, see [ESIL].

The European Society of International Law (ESIL)
Interest Group on Peace and Security invites paper
proposals for a preconference workshop in the context
of the ESIL Annual Conference 2025, on
“Reconstructing Peace: (Mis)Uses of International
Law,” to be held on September 11, 2025, in Berlin. The
deadline for abstract submission is April 18, 2025. For
more information, see [ESIL].

Jobs and Positions

International Rescue Committee - US is looking for
an Anti-Trafficking Coordinator. The deadline for
application submission is May 16, 2025. For more
information, see [IRC].
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United Nations Development Programme - India is
looking for a Portfolio Manager - Inclusive
Governance. The deadline for application submission
is May 2, 2025. For more information, see [UNDP].

United Nations Secretariat-Switzerland is looking
for an Internship at the Legal Affairs Directorate.
The deadline for application submission is May 8, 2025.
For more information, see [UN].

Department of Political and Peacebuilding Affairs -
US and North Korea are looking for an Political
Affairs Intern. The deadline for application
submission is May 2, 2025. For more information, see
[UN DPPA].

International Trade Centre is looking for a Law and
Policy Implementation Expert, Dili, East Timor. The
deadline for application submission is May 4, 2025. For
more information, see [ITC].

International Rescue Committee is looking for a
Legal consultant - Syria. The deadline for application
submission is April 30, 2025. For more information, see
[[RC].

United Nations Environment Programme - Vienna
is looking for a Technical Consultant on Biodiversity
and Sustainable Land Management. The deadline
for application submission is April 29, 2025. For more
information, see [UNEP].

United Nations Relief and Works Agency for
Palestine Refugees in the Near East United Nations
Relief and Works Agency is looking for an Associate
Project Officer. The deadline for application
submission is April 15, 2025. For more information, see
[UNRWA].

United Nations Industrial Development
Organization is looking for an Industrial
Development Expert Industrial Development
Expert Vienna. The deadline for application
submission is May 8, 2025. For more information, see
[UNIDQ].

University of Khorfakkan is looking for an Assistant
or Associate Professor in Public International Law.
The deadline for application submission is June 8,
2025. For more information, see [University of
Khorfakkan].

Atlantic Technological University is looking for an
Assistant Lecturer in Business (Accounting and
Law). The deadline for application submission is May
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9, 2025. For more information, see [Atlantic
Technological University].

University of Exeter is looking for a Postdoctoral
Research Fellow - Humanities, Arts and Social
Sciences. The deadline for application submission is
May 29, 2025. For more information, see [University of
Exeter].

University of Southampton is looking for a Lecturer -
Sociology Social Policy & Criminology. The deadline
for application submission is April 28, 2025. For more
information, see [University of Southampton].
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Mahoney (jm), Kiersten Alexis Philavanh (kp), Lizhi Dong
(Id), Louna Godier-Ourry (lo), Lucas Meier (Im), Madeleine
McWilliam (mm), Maung Maung Oo (mo), Myat Sandar
Zaw (msz), Nathaniel Anderson (na), Nicholas Fenech (nf),
Renee Teoh (rt), Robishan Subba (rs), Sofiia Lysko

(sl), Steven Naaman (sn), Sudiksha Ajit Lachman

(sal), Tashnuva Haque (th), Thandar Aung Soe (tas), Thoon
Nadi Lynn (tl), Tomwit Jarnson (tj), Venus Phuangkom

We would greatly appreciate your feedback! Please
send any feedback you have regarding this newsletter
to: info@cpg-online.de

Also, don't forget to Like CPG on Facebook, and
browse our website for other updates and news!
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