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Dear Readers,

Welcome to this week’s issue of the Asia in Review (AiR)
covering the latest events, developments and trends in
domestic politics, international relations and

geopolitics in East Asia, South Asia, and Southeast Asia.

| wish you an informative read and extend special
greetings to everyone who celebrates Latvia's Day of
Restoration of Independence, the Marshall Islands’ and
the Netherlands Constitution Day, and Vietnam'’s
Reunification Day this week.

With best regards,
Henning Glaser

Editor in Chief

Webpage: www.cpg-online.de, Facebook:
https://www.facebook.com/CPGT
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China: Continued disappearance of
top General He Weidong fuels speculation
over Xi Jinping's grip on military

(Ib/dqgl) General He Weidong, one of China’s most
senior military officials and the second-ranked vice
chairman of the Central Military Commission (CMC),
has not been seen in public since March 11. His
absence from key political events—including the April
25 Politburo study session chaired by President Xi
Jinping and the April 23 National Naming Conference
of Model Cities—has fueled speculation about his
status. [South China Morning Post]

His absence from the earlier annual tree-planting
ceremony—a tradition involving military leadership for
over four decades—alongside his failure to attend the
March 14 symposium marking the 20th anniversary of
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the Anti-Secession Law, has intensified scrutiny, as
such events typically require the presence of all senior
leaders. [First Post]

As a Politburo member and close associate of Xi, He's
unexplained disappearance has reinforced speculation
about his possible dismissal, the motives and
individuals involved, and, ultimately, Xi's control over
the military.

Speculation regarding He Weidong's fate coincides with
reports about General He Hongjun, also regarded as a
trusted Xi confidant. Appointed in July last year as
executive deputy director of the CMC's Political Work
Department, He Hongjun was reportedly taken away
for investigation. Handpicked by Xi, he rose rapidly
through the military ranks—from major general in
2013 to general in 2024—and was believed to be the
successor to then-political chief Admiral Miao Hua,
another close Xi ally, who was suspended and placed
under investigation in November (see AiR No. 49,
December/2024, 1).

These developments, involving the downfall of several
of Xi's close aides, have led observers to suggest that a
rollback of his influence may be underway.
[Creaders.net, in Chinese] [Epoch Times, in Chinese]

China: Disbandment of Hong Kong's
Democratic Part ends era

(Ib) Hong Kong's Democratic Party, once a dominant
force in the city's legislature, is moving toward
dissolution after its leadership concluded that it could
no longer operate under mounting political
constraints. Party Chairperson Lo Kin-hei said that
“there is no alternative” but to shut down the 30-year-
old pro-democracy group, citing an environment that
no longer permits meaningful participation. [Hong
Kong Free Press]

The decision follows a vote on April 13 (see AiR No. 15,
April/2025, 3). in which over 90 percent of participating
members supported a motion allowing the party’s
central committee to proceed with disbandment. The
motion came after reports that Chinese officials had
privately urged senior members to dissolve the party
ahead of legislative elections expected later this year.
[Wion]

Since Beijing's overhaul of Hong Kong's electoral
system in March 2021, opposition parties and forces
have been effectively excluded from governance
because the definition of "patriots" now requires
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unwavering loyalty to Beijing. Under the new rules, a
pro-China vetting committee screens candidates to
ensure they align with the central government's views,
leaving little room for dissenting voices. This system
emerged after the 2019 pro-democracy protests, which
Beijing interpreted as a threat to national security. As a
result, many opposition figures were disqualified,
arrested, or discouraged from participating, and major
pro-democracy parties either withdrew from elections
or moved toward disbandment, seeing little space for
meaningful political activity under the "patriots only"
framework.

Lo acknowledged the shifting political landscape
during an interview with former party leader Emily Lau.
He said the party had hoped to continue its activities
after electing new leadership in December 2024, but
the balance of risks had changed. “What you do under
this environment doesn’t seem to actually affect
much,” he remarked. Lo also confirmed he would not
seek a seat in the legislature as an independent, nor
would he leave the city.

Founded in 1994, the Democratic Party once held as
many as 13 seats in the then 60-seat Legislative
Council. In its final days, the party has sought to ensure
its remaining assets are transferred to non-political
organizations, including environmental groups.
Meanwhile, public commentary from pro-Beijing
figures has accused the party of deviating from its
original ideals—a claim Lo dismissed, saying he did not
understand the focus on his party’s affairs. [Hong Kong
Free Press]

Critical third parties view the disbandment of the
Democratic Party as a major turning point in Hong
Kong's shift toward political decline and illiberal rule.
Analysts like Carl Minzner argue that the party’s
dissolution marks the end of a decades-long era in
which moderate pan-democratic forces played a role
within Hong Kong's semi-democratic system. Following
years of pressure—including arrests of opposition
leaders, restrictive national security laws, and election
reforms that eliminated meaningful competition—
many independent organizations have been forced to
shut down. The Democratic Party’'s end is seen not
simply as the closure of a political group, but as part of
a broader collapse of civil society under Beijing's
tightening control. [East Asia Forum] [Council on
Foreign Relations]

China: 185,000 officials disciplined in first
quarter of 2025 amid ongoing anti-
corruption drive
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(Id) China has disciplined 185,000 individuals in the
first quarter of 2025, including 14 senior officials at the
provincial or ministerial level, according to data
released on April 22 by the Central Commission for
Discipline Inspection (CCDI) of the Communist Party of
China (CPC) and the National Supervisory Commission,
the country's two top anti-corruption bodies.

Of the total disciplinary actions taken, 139,000
individuals received internal Party punishments, while
60,000 were subjected to administrative penalties. The
crackdown also included a wide range of officials
across various levels: 910 at the department and
bureau level, 7,216 at the county level, 23,000 at the
township level, and 24,000 general government staff.
Approximately 130,000 individuals from rural
communities, enterprises, and other sectors were also
penalized. [CCDI, in Chinese]

The CCDI and the National Supervisory Commission
reviewed 502,000 investigative leads out of 834,000
public complaints and whistleblower reports submitted
during the same period. These resulted in 220,000
formal investigations. Disciplinary authorities also
implemented the "four forms" of supervision and
punishment - a framework designed to reflect
different levels of disciplinary severity - on 375,000
individuals during the first quarter. Of these, 187,000
(49.9 percent) were subjected to the first form, which
emphasizes criticism and self-correction. The second
form, which involves minor disciplinary penalties,
accounted for 149,000 individuals (39.6 percent). The
third and fourth forms, which deal with more severe
punishment or legal prosecution, were applied to
20,000 (5.3 percent) and 19,000 individuals (5.2
percent), respectively.

In an intensified effort to curb both the offering and
receiving of bribes, authorities investigated 7,027
individuals for bribery, with 954 of those cases
transferred to prosecutorial authorities. [Global Times]

China expands anti-corruption oversight to include village
chiefs and rural officials

In a separate development, China has broadened its
anti-corruption framework to include village chiefs and
other grass-roots officials, marking a significant shift in
how rural governance is supervised. The revised
regulations came into effect on March 28, expanding
the scope of disciplinary oversight to township cadres,
elected village leaders, and officials assigned to rural
areas under President Xi Jinping's poverty alleviation
initiative.
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The Central Commission for Discipline Inspection
reported that 19,000 village officials were investigated
in the first quarter of 2025 alone. With over 500 million
people living in rural areas, enforcing discipline at the
lowest level of governance has long been a challenge,
particularly as many village leaders are elected by
residents and are not formal civil servants or party
members.

This policy shift comes amid concerns in Beijing about
weakening party control in the countryside. Senior
leaders have emphasized the importance of strong
rural governance to maintain social stability. [South
China Morning Post]

China: New private sector law nears
completion

(Ib) The National People's Congress (NPC) Standing
Committee, China’s top legislative body, is set to
finalize several key legislative items this year, with a
particular focus on economic and financial reform.
According to H the NPC Standing Committee's
Legislative Affairs Commission, these include new laws
promoting the private sector, financial stability, and
arable land quality, as well as updates to several
existing economic statutes. The commission
emphasized that these measures are designed to
bolster the institutional foundations of China’s high-
quality development. [China Daily]

This week's session of the NPC Standing Committee,
scheduled from April 28 to May 1 in Beijing, includes
the third review of the draft private sector promotion
law. This law is widely seen as a cornerstone for
enhancing the long-term stability of China's private
economy. The private sector, which accounts for over
half of China's tax revenue and urban employment, is
viewed by policymakers as central to the country's
economic resilience. Huang stressed that the
legislation reflects a strategic decision by the central
leadership and aligns with long-term national policy
priorities. [Ecns.cn]

In the first quarter of 2025, China registered nearly
1.98 million new private firms, marking a 7.1 percent
year-on-year increase and signaling strong resilience
despite economic headwinds. According to the State
Administration for Market Regulation, private
enterprises now account for 92.3 percent of all
businesses nationwide, totaling more than 57 million.
Private firms also contributed 56.8 percent of China's
total trade value in the first quarter, reporting an
import and export value of CNY 5.85 trillion (USD 803
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billion), up 5.8 percent year-on-year. Emerging
industries, particularly internet and modern
information technology services, led growth, with new
registrations in these sectors rising by 18 percent.

However, challenges remain as profits of privately run
industrial enterprises fell by 9 percent in January-
February, and private investment grew only 0.4
percent amid broader economic slowdown. In
response, Chinese authorities are advancing a new law
to bolster support for the private sector, which drives
over 60 percent of GDP, more than half of exports, and
over 80 percent of urban employment. [South China
Morning Post]

Alongside the private sector law, revisions to other
economic-related laws are also on the agenda. These
include updates to the Anti-Unfair Competition Law,
Enterprise Bankruptcy Law, Agriculture Law, Civil
Aviation Law, and Banking Supervision Law. The
proposed changes aim to modernize legal frameworks,
reduce systemic financial risks, and improve overall
market efficiency. Analysts suggest this legislative push
may be partly aimed at boosting business confidence,
following years of subdued private investment due to
regulatory uncertainty. [China Daily]

Beyond the economy, lawmakers will also address
issues affecting social welfare and national security.
Draft laws on childcare services, social assistance, and
atomic energy are under consideration, along with
revisions to existing laws on infectious disease control,
food safety, and prison governance.

Notably, the draft atomic energy law and revisions to
the Law on the Prevention and Treatment of Infectious
Diseases will also be reviewed in the upcoming
session. Furthermore, China’s first ecological
environment code - designed to integrate and
streamline existing environmental legislation - is
expected to undergo initial scrutiny. The code
incorporates principles related to pollution control,
biodiversity, and climate goals, such as carbon
neutrality and energy efficiency. [China Daily]

China: Academic program to reshape
ethnic studies expanded

(Id) China has expanded an initiative to establish a new
academic discipline aimed at countering perceived
Western bias in ethnic studies, as part of broader
efforts to consolidate a national identity narrative.
China’s State Council approved 15 additional
universities to launch programs in “community for the
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Chinese nation,” a field first introduced at Minzu
University of China in 2024, according to state news
agency Xinhua. [Xinhua, in Chinese]

The newly approved universities include Renmin
University of China in Beijing, Xinjiang University,
Southwest Minzu University in Sichuan province,
Yanbian University in Jilin province, and Inner Mongolia
Normal University, among others. The interdisciplinary
field integrates Marxist theory, philosophy, history,
ethnology, sociology, and other disciplines.

Pan Yue, director of the National Ethnic Affairs
Commission and China'’s top ethnic policy official,
described the program’s goal as transcending the
limitations of Western ethnological theories and
applying independent Chinese frameworks to interpret
the country's history, development, and civilization.
Pan emphasized the "political nature" of the new
discipline and referred to its establishment as "a
political task" during a symposium at Minzu University
of China.

The National Ethnic Affairs Commission will guide pilot
universities in developing curriculum, research
programs, textbooks, faculty training, and student
education. A new textbook titled An Introduction to the
Community for the Chinese Nation, edited by Pan Yue,
was published in February 2024, and many universities
have made courses based on it compulsory, alongside
Marxism and Xi Jinping Thought courses.

Xi Jinping first introduced the concept of a "sense of
community for the Chinese nation" in 2014 at the
Second Central Symposium on Xinjiang Work in 2014.
[Lipeng Chen, Ying Wang]

It marked a shift in ethnic affairs policy toward
emphasizing national unity over ethnic differences. At
a Politburo study session in October 2023, Xi criticized
China's ethnological research for being heavily
influenced by Western theories and called for the rapid
development of a Chinese system of historical sources,
discourse, and theory.

International scrutiny has increased over China's ethnic
policies, particularly measures promoting the use of
standard spoken and written Chinese, known as
Mandarin, which critics argue marginalizes minority
languages and cultures. [South China Morning Post]

China: White Paper on Tibet draws
criticism
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(Ib) China’s State Council Information Office has
released a white paper titled Human Rights in Xizang in
the New Era highlighting developments in
environmental protection and human rights in the
region officially designated as the Xizang Autonomous
Region.

The document claims substantial progress in eco-
environmental conservation, citing high air quality
rates, the establishment of 47 nature reserves, and
major tree-planting initiatives. Authorities also report
allocating CNY 95.4 billion (USD 13 billion) for
ecological protection between 2018 and 2024, while
creating an annual average of 516,000 eco-related jobs
[The State Council Information Office, PRC].

However, the white paper has been met with strong
criticism. The Central Tibetan Administration (CTA), the
government in exile of Tibet, condemned it as an
attempt by the Chinese Communist Party to spread
“blatant lies” to both domestic and international
audiences. According to the CTA, the document
whitewashes human rights violations and attempts to
legitimize the government's policies in Tibet under the
guise of environmental and developmental
achievements. [Central Tibetan Administration]

While the Chinese government presents the white
paper as evidence of comprehensive policy
coordination, critics argue it reflects deeper efforts at
control and erasure of Tibetan identity.

China: Clean power continues to rise

(Ib) Clean electricity accounted for a record 39 percent
of total power generation in China in the first quarter
of 2025. According to data from energy think tank
Ember, China generated more than 951 terawatt hours
(TWh) of clean electricity between January and March -
an increase of 19 percent compared to the same
period in 2024. This growth outpaced the United States
and Europe, where clean energy output rose by six
percent and declined by five percent, respectively.
Wind was the leading contributor in China, generating
307TWh and making up 13 percent of total power.
[Ember] [Power Technology]

Solar energy also recorded gains, rising by 48 percent
year-on-year to reach 254TWh, or 10 percent of total
electricity generation. These increases enabled solar
and wind energy to surpass hydropower in total output
for the first time during a quarterly period. This
performance reflects China's massive investment in
renewable infrastructure, including more than 880
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gigawatts (GW) of utility-scale solar capacity installed
by 2024. China’s future dominance is likely to continue
with 720GW of solar projects in the pipeline, including
the landmark 100GW Great Solar Wall in Inner
Mongolia, slated for completion by 2030. [Power
Technology]

China’s progress in clean energy development is
reflected in the growth of its installed wind and solar
capacity, which has now surpassed its thermal power
capacity for the first time. Newly installed wind and
solar capacity reached 74.33 million kilowatts in the
first quarter of 2025, bringing the total to 1.482 billion
kilowatts, compared to 1.451 billion kilowatts of
thermal capacity. While coal and other hydrocarbons
continue to play a significant role in the energy mix,
China has expanded its renewable capacity at a pace
that accounts for nearly twice the additions of the rest
of the world combined. As a result of this expansion,
fossil fuel emissions from the power sector are
beginning to decline, and China is expected to peak
carbon emissions from power generation before its
stated 2030 target. [EcoWatch]

China: Construction of ten new reactors
across five nuclear projects approved

(Id) The State Council, China’s cabinet, has approved
the construction of five new nuclear power projects,
involving ten reactors, as part of efforts to expand the
country's nuclear energy capacity. The decision was
announced following a State Council executive
meeting, which emphasized that all projects must
meet the highest global safety standards. [People’s
Daily, in Chinese]

The newly approved projects include units 5 and 6 of
the Sanmen Nuclear Power Plant in Zhejiang, units 5
and 6 of the Fangchenggang Nuclear Power Plantin
Guangxi, units 3 and 4 of the Taishan Nuclear Power
Plant in Guangdong, units 5 and 6 of the Haiyang
Nuclear Power Plant in Shandong, and units 1 and 2 of
the Xiapu Nuclear Power Plant in Fujian. Of the ten
units, eight will use China's domestically developed
Hualong One reactor design, while two will use the
CAP1000 design, a Chinese adaptation of the American
AP1000 technology.

China's nuclear power industry is on track to become
the global leader in operational nuclear power capacity
by 2030, according to a report released by the China
Nuclear Energy Association (CNEA) on April 27.
Between 2019 and 2025, China approved 56 nuclear
reactors across 28 projects, and currently has 102
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nuclear reactors in operation, under construction, or
approved for construction, with a combined installed
capacity of 113 million kilowatts. The majority of the
new reactors are third-generation, large-scale
pressurized water reactors with a capacity of around
one million kilowatts each. [China Daily]

Chinese authorities view nuclear energy as a key part
of national strategies to secure energy supply, diversify
the energy mix, and support carbon reduction targets.
Policy documents, including the newly enacted Energy
Law, consistently prioritize what the government
describes as the "active, safe, and orderly
development" of nuclear power.

Industry observers note that after more than four
decades of continuous development, China's nuclear
sector has built significant technical and industrial
capacity, reportedly capable of simultaneously
constructing more than 40 reactors across multiple
sites and reactor types. However, some analysts point
out that large-scale nuclear expansion raises
challenges related to financing, safety regulation,
public acceptance, and long-term waste management,
which will be critical to monitor as projects move
forward. [China Energy News, in Chinese] [Reuters]

China: Yuan usage in cross-border
transactions hits record high

(Id) Chinese investors and trading firms used the yuan
for a record 54.3 percent of their cross-border
transactions in March, totaling USD 724.9 billion (CNY
5.26 trillion), according to Bloomberg calculations
based on data released by the State Administration of
Foreign Exchange (SAFE). The surge reflects a shift
away from the US dollar amid escalating trade tensions
with the United States and growing efforts by Beijing to
promote the yuan's international role. [SAFE, in
Chinese]

The increased adoption of the yuan comes as the
dollar's dominance in global financial markets has
been challenged by renewed tariffs and unpredictable
policies under President Donald Trump. In early April,
Washington imposed steep new tariffs—up to 145
percent—on Chinese exports. Although Trump
suggested on April 22 that the tariffs could be reduced
if trade negotiations succeed, uncertainty has driven
Chinese firms to seek alternatives. [BBC]

Geopolitical considerations are motivating Chinese
businesses to settle more transactions in yuan.
However, broader internationalization of the currency
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may remain limited if its usage continues to be largely
confined to China-related trade.

The latest data also show a significant decline in dollar
usage among Chinese entities, with the US currency
accounting for just 41.4 percent of cross-border
settlements in March. That marks a steep drop from
more than 70 percent in early 2018, during the start of
Trump's first term.

Part of March’s increase in yuan usage was driven by a
surge in purchases of Hong Kong-listed stocks by
mainland Chinese investors. As valuation gaps
widened between onshore and offshore equities,
investors turned to the Hong Kong market, particularly
through the stock connect program. This activity has
bolstered the yuan's use in securities transactions and
contributed to its overtaking of the dollar in cross-
border payments involving China.

Despite this momentum, analysts caution that the
yuan still faces significant barriers to becoming a
dominant global reserve currency. The SAFE figures
reflect only China'’s cross-border payments and do not
indicate broader international acceptance, and
currencies like the yen and euro remain more viable
options for global reserves at present. [Bloomberg]

The People's Bank of China (PBOC), meanwhile,
announced plans to make it easier for markets to use
the yuan, signaling further institutional support for the
currency’s global role. A press conference was held on
April 23 in Shanghai to detail new measures for
enhancing cross-border financial services. The plan
includes 18 measures to streamline financial
operations, expand foreign debt access for tech firms,
and support yuan refinancing for trade. It also
introduces new pilot programs with major banks and
strengthens risk controls to improve compliance.
[PBOC, in Chinese]

China: OEM factories investigated over
allegations of intellectual property rights
violations

(Ib) Amid growing speculation on US social media that
consumers can purchase international brand-name
goods directly from so-called Chinese “OEM factories”
(Original Equipment Manufacturer factories), which
produce products later sold under another brand
name at unusually low prices, China’s Ministry of
Commerce has reiterated its commitment to
protecting intellectual property rights. In response to
media queries, the ministry confirmed awareness of
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these claims and emphasized that Chinese authorities
are actively investigating any trademark infringement
or counterfeiting cases. Any illegal activities involving
misuse of “OEM” status will be referred to enforcement
bodies for legal action. [Global Times]

Officials stressed that brand-authorized manufacturers
in China operate within clear contractual limits and
take intellectual property compliance seriously. These
firms are contractually bound to safeguard
international brand reputations and fulfill obligations
in line with agreements. Claims of false marketing or
brand misuse under the guise of OEM production are
not reflective of standard industry practice and, when
identified, are treated as violations.

Despite ongoing tariff measures imposed unilaterally
by the United States, Chinese officials stressed that
both internationally branded goods produced by
Chinese OEMs and products sold under domestic
“Made in China” labels remain popular among
American consumers. The Ministry of Commerce noted
that strong demand on e-commerce platforms reflects
the overall competitiveness of Chinese manufacturing
in terms of quality and price. Authorities argued that
protectionist tariffs have not fundamentally shifted
consumer behavior or market dynamics, with demand
continuing despite political tensions.

In recent years, China’s regulatory agencies have
launched targeted campaigns to enhance IP
enforcement and ensure compliance across digital
marketplaces. The Ministry of Commerce has
promoted a national e-commerce quality initiative,
requiring online platforms to adopt stricter IP
screening and implement full-process controls,
including Al-assisted and manual reviews. These
measures aim to create a safer, more transparent e-
commerce environment for both rights holders and
consumers. [Dimsum Daily]

China: E-commerce “refund-without-
return” policy to be phased out amid
economic pressures

(Id) Chinese authorities have instructed major e-
commerce platforms to end the widely used "refund-
without-return" policy by July, as the government seeks
to ease financial burdens on merchants during a
period of economic slowdown, according to state
media People’s Daily. [People’s Daily, in Chinese]

The policy, which allows consumers to receive refunds
without returning their purchases, has become
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increasingly common across platforms such as PDD
Holdings and JD.com, with many merchants expressing
concern over the loss of both revenue and inventory.
Under the new directive, only merchants—not
customers—will be permitted to initiate refunds.

This shift marks a regulatory response to growing
merchant dissatisfaction. In July 2024, hundreds of
individuals gathered outside the offices of Temu, a
PDD-owned platform, in southern China to protest the
policy. The incident prompted intervention from
government bodies, including the State Administration
for Market Regulation and the Ministry of Commerce,
which subsequently ordered PDD to revise its refund
practices.

Neither PDD nor JD.com offered comment on the
development. Alibaba Group and the State
Administration for Market Regulation also did not
respond to requests for comment.

The refund-without-return policy initially aimed to
simplify transactions and benefit both buyers and
sellers, particularly for low-cost items where return
logistics could be more expensive than the goods
themselves. PDD expanded the use of the policy in
2021, prompting competitors to adopt similar
measures. However, merchants selling items such as
clothing and home appliances have increasingly
reported losses, stating that the policy has negatively
impacted their profitability.

The regulatory move comes amid a broader
government crackdown on what officials have
described as "involution-style" competition—intensely
aggressive business practices that are seen as
unsustainable. In March, the term was included in the
annual Government Work Report during China's
national parliamentary session, signaling official intent
to impose more balanced market rules.

This policy reversal underscores growing concerns
over the health of China's private sector, particularly
small- and medium-sized merchants navigating a
sluggish economy. By allowing sellers more control
over refund procedures, regulators hope to reduce
unnecessary losses and stabilize business operations
across the e-commerce sector. [Reuters]

China: Targeted stimulus, employment aid
amid escalating U.S. trade tensions

(Id) China on April 28 announced plans to support
employment and aid exporters in response to rising
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trade tensions with the United States, while hinting at
the possibility of further economic stimulus. Senior
officials outlined the measures at a press briefing days
after the Politburo called for targeted action to cushion
the impact of triple-digit U.S. tariffs. [State Council,
China]

The Ministry of Human Resources recently introduced
hiring subsidies for companies that recruit new
graduates, though specific amounts were not
disclosed. Authorities also pledged to promote
entrepreneurship, expand vocational training, and
improve wage distribution in sectors facing labor
shortages.

The measures come as youth unemployment remains
elevated, with the jobless rate among 16- to 24-year-
olds (excluding students) at 16.5 percent in March.
Overall urban unemployment eased slightly to 5.2
percent but remains a concern as a record 12.22
million university graduates are expected to enter the
labor market this year. Goldman Sachs estimates that
roughly 16 million Chinese jobs are tied to exports to
the U.S., a sector now under strain due to retaliatory
tariffs that have disrupted factory operations and
weakened hiring.

Though China reported stronger-than-expected GDP
growth of 5.4 percent in the first quarter, the lack of
further stimulus measures disappointed investors,
triggering a 3 percent drop in Chinese real estate
stocks on April 28. However, analysts say Beijing's
cautious stance does not indicate a retreat from its
2025 growth target of around 5 percent. [Reuters]

Analysts suggest that Beijing is waiting for a clearer
view of the trade impact before committing to broader
economic stimulus. Goldman Sachs expects a 20 basis
point rate cut and a 50 basis point reduction in the
reserve requirement ratio by the end of the third
quarter, as the central bank responds to continued
labor market softness. [CNBC]

China: High-level meeting highlights
importance of domestic market as export
pressure grows

(Ib) China is stepping up efforts to redirect export-
reliant firms toward its vast domestic market, as trade
tensions with the United States intensify. The Ministry
of Commerce said the domestic market could provide
strong support for exporters facing “external shocks,”
following a high-level meeting in Beijing. Vice Minister
Sheng Qiuping attended the session, which stressed
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leveraging China's “super-large-scale market” to
stabilize trade and expand consumption.

E-commerce giants like JD.com, Alibaba Group Holding,
and Tencent Holdings have announced programs to
help exporters make the shift. JD.com, for instance,
pledged to purchase at least CNY 200 billion (USD 27
billion) worth of export-designated goods for domestic
resale over the coming year. The ministry also
launched a campaign in Hainan to promote domestic
sales in sectors such as electronics, textiles, food, and
chemicals, with plans to scale up to ten provinces.
[Bloomberg]

However, businesses remain skeptical. Factory owners
say the local market is plagued by razor-thin profit
margins, payment delays, and high product return
rates. Clothing factory owner Eno Qian explained that
while she earns CNY 20 (USD 2) per exported item, she
makes just CNY 2 (USD 0.27) from domestic sales—
making the local pivot financially unviable. She noted
that “foreign partners are more stable,” citing cash flow
risks in China's retail sector. [Reuters]

Analysts warn that without meaningful fiscal stimulus
to raise consumer incomes, the domestic shift could
worsen deflation and push exporters out of business.
Many factories, especially small and mid-sized ones,
say they lack the staff, brand recognition, or market
knowledge to succeed locally. Some are instead
turning to emerging markets like the Middle East and
Africa.

Meanwhile, expectations are mounting ahead of the
upcoming Politburo meeting, where further policy
support for exporters may be announced. Yet,
observers say real momentum depends on concrete
demand-side measures, such as boosting pensions,
wages, and social benefits. [Reuters]

China: Industrial profits return to growth
in first quarter

(Id) China's industrial profits grew modestly in the first
quarter of 2025, according to official data released on
April 27, offering a brief recovery amid escalating trade
tensions with the United States. Cumulative profits
rose 0.8 percent year-on-year to CNY 1.5 trillion (USD
205.86 billion), reversing a 0.3 percent decline
recorded in the first two months of the year. In March
alone, profits increased by 2.6 percent compared to
the previous year.
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The first-quarter recovery marks a shift from the 3.3
percent decline in 2024 and ends a period of
continuous quarterly declines since the third quarter
of last year, according to the National Bureau of
Statistics (NBS). Sectors such as wearable smart
devices and household kitchen appliances reported
strong profit growth, aided by a consumer goods
trade-in campaign, with gains of 78.8 percent and 21.7
percent respectively. [NBS, in Chinese]

While the broader economy showed stronger-than-
expected growth in the first quarter, persistent
deflationary pressures have continued to weigh on
corporate profits and workers' incomes. The NBS
noted that external risks are rising as the international
environment becomes increasingly complex and
uncertain, and emphasized that the government would
intensify policy measures to improve corporate
profitability.

With the U.S. market increasingly restricted, Beijing has
urged exporters to find domestic buyers. However,
many export-dependent factories have reported
challenges such as weak local demand, falling prices,
thin margins, and delayed payments.

According to the NBS data, profits at state-owned
enterprises fell 1.4 percent in the first quarter, private
companies recorded a 0.3 percent decline, while
foreign firms operating in China reported a 2.8 percent
increase. The industrial profit figures cover companies
with annual revenues of at least CNY 20 million (USD
2.74 million). [Reuters]

China: Hong Kong's job market remains
stable but sector disparities widen

(Ib) Hong Kong's seasonally adjusted unemployment
rate held steady at 3.2 percent between January and
March 2025, unchanged from the previous three-
month period, according to provisional data released
by the Census and Statistics Department. While the
headline figure was flat, deeper sectoral shifts reveal a
more nuanced labor market picture. [The Government
of Hong Kong SAR]

Several industries experienced a sharp rise in
unemployment. The information and communications
sector, along with social work activities, recorded the
steepest increase of 0.5 percent. Ten other sectors,
including construction, retail, financing, and
accommodation and food services, registered a 0.4
percent rise in unemployment. In contrast, only four


https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-sduykty-l-tu/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-sduykty-l-il/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-sduykty-l-ir/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-sduykty-l-ir/

out of 38 sectors saw a slight decline, among them
insurance and transportation. [Hong Kong Free Press]

Despite the stable unemployment rate, the number of
jobless individuals rose by approximately 11,100 to
122,800. Total employment fell by 16,800, bringing the
number of employed persons to 3,692,700. The labor
force also contracted slightly to 3,815,500. The
underemployment rate remained unchanged at 1.1
percent, although the number of underemployed
persons rose by around 2,000 to 42,700.

Secretary for Labour and Welfare Chris Sun warned
that external factors such as escalating trade tensions
could dampen hiring sentiment in affected sectors.
However, he expressed cautious optimism, noting that
continued economic growth in mainland China and
local government support measures would likely
provide some relief to labor demand. [Hong Kong
Business]

China: Growing naval power showcased in
public display of type 075 assault ship

(Ib) The Chinese People's Liberation Army Navy (PLAN)
marked its 76th anniversary on April 23 by opening
more than 30 active-duty warships to the public.
Among the highlights was the debut of the Type 075
amphibious assault ship, Hainan, named after the
southern island province. For the first time, civilians
were allowed to board the vessel during open days
held across ten coastal cities, including Qinhuangdao,
Shanghai, and Guangzhou. Other warships on display
included the Type 071 amphibious transport dock
Yimengshan, Type 052C destroyer Xi'an, Type 052D
destroyer Nanjing, and Type 054A frigate Linyi.
[Eurasian Times]

The PLAN’'s modernization reflects China's broader
ambitions to project power beyond its coastline. Events
showcased the Navy's growing fleet, now the largest in
the world with over 370 ships and submarines, and
expected to reach 425 vessels by 2030. The United
States, by comparison, is projected to maintain 305-17
warships by 2035. China's rapid shipbuilding has been
fueled by its "military-civil fusion" strategy, which
integrates civilian shipyards into military production.
[Defense Post]

The Type 075, which entered service in 2021, is
designed for amphibious operations, with a flight deck
large enough for six helicopters operating
simultaneously. It carries up to 30 rotary-wing aircraft
and is equipped with advanced command and control
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systems. Experts believe the Type 075 will play a critical
role in potential operations targeting Taiwan and
enhancing China's reach into the South China Sea and
beyond the first island chain [Eurasian Times].

In addition to the Hainan, China has launched two
more Type 075 ships, the Guangxi and Anhui, and
introduced the larger, catamaran-hulled Type 076
assault ship, Sichuan, in December 2024. Meanwhile,
China's third aircraft carrier, Fujian, the first equipped
with an electromagnetic catapult launch system, is
nearing operational readiness after seven sea trials.
This rapid naval expansion underlines China's
intention to challenge the United States' maritime
dominance, particularly in the Indo-Pacific region.
[Defense Post]

China: President Xi Jinping highlights need
for closer civil-military integration

(Ib) Chinese President Xi Jinping has reiterated the
importance of fostering stronger links between the
armed forces and both government institutions and
local communities. His message emphasized unity
across sectors as a cornerstone of national strength,
calling for a deepened alignment between military
development and civilian progress. This reflects a
continued focus on integrated national strategies that
combine defense modernization with local
development efforts. [Daily CPEC]

Xi, who also serves as General Secretary of the
Communist Party of China (CPC) Central Committee
and Chairman of the Central Military Commission,
delivered these remarks through a written instruction.
His message was read during a national conference
held on April 23. The event celebrated cities and
counties that have shown exemplary cooperation
between the military and civilian sectors, reinforcing
Beijing's emphasis on what it refers to as the “military-
civilian unity model”. [The State Council Information
Center]

In his instruction, Xi called for upholding the CPC's
leadership in all matters of governance and defense.
He urged continued reform and innovation, alongside
the refinement of civil-military coordination
mechanisms. These measures are intended to
streamline policies that support the development of
both defense capabilities and local infrastructure,
creating a shared vision of national rejuvenation [The
State Council Information Center].
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The directive aligns with broader trends in China’s
governance approach, where institutional integration
is increasingly favored over sectoral
compartmentalization. The civil-military cooperation
model has seen increased state investment in recent
years, often combining infrastructure funding with
defense-related capabilities. Local governments
recognized at the conference may receive support for
further integration projects, typically involving state
funding in the range of CNY 50 million (USD 6 million)
per initiative. [Daily CPEC]

Japan: Main opposition party proposes
food tax cuts ahead of upcoming election

(ad) Japan's main opposition party, the Constitutional
Democratic Party of Japan (CDPJ), is proposing a one-
year suspension of the consumption tax on food to
ease the burden on households ahead of this
summer’s key parliamentary election. CDPJ leader
Yoshihiko Noda described the move as response to
ongoing inflation and economic uncertainty caused by
new US tariffs under U.S. President Donald Trump,
which threaten Japan’s export-driven economy.

Although Japan’s consumption tax stands at 10
percent, food and beverages are taxed at 8 percent.
The CDP) plans to offset the temporary tax cut with
alternative revenue sources and may extend the
measure depending on economic conditions. Noda,
who previously pushed for a tax hike as prime
minister, said the proposal is consistent with
addressing today's economic realities.

Other opposition parties, including the Democratic
Party for the People, have also suggested cutting the
tax rate to support consumers. Meanwhile, members
of the ruling coalition, consisting of the Liberal
Democratic Party (LDP) and Komeito, are divided.
Prime Minister Shigeru Ishiba opposes changes to the
tax, but Komeito is open to reducing the rate on food
items. Within the LDP, many lawmakers support a
temporary cut until wages rise faster than inflation.

Social security costs remain a major challenge,
accounting for about a third of Japan’s budget.
Consumption tax generates a significant portion of
government revenue—about JPY 25 trillion (USD 174
billion) out of the projected JPY 78 trillion (USD 542
billion) for the current fiscal year. [Kyodo News]
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Japan: Ten candidates to run under
Ishimaru’s new party in Upper House
election

(ad) Shinji Ishimaru, a rising political figure and former
mayor of Akitakata, announced that his newly formed
party, Path to Rebirth, will field 10 candidates in Japan's
Upper House election this July. One candidate will
compete in Tokyo's constituency, while nine will run in
the national proportional representation bloc. The
party's goal is to secure at least 2 percent of the vote,
which would grant it official party status under
Japanese election law.

Ishimaru, who gained attention as the surprise runner-
up in last year's Tokyo gubernatorial race, originally
founded the party to contest the Tokyo assembly
election in June, planning to run up to 60 candidates.
For that race, 45 candidates are expected to run across
36 districts.

Although Ishimaru will not personally run in either
election, he has hinted at a future gubernatorial bid in
2028. His party focuses on education investment but
has yet to unveil a full policy platform. Observers are
watching closely to see if Ishimaru’s reformist appeal,
especially among disillusioned younger voters, can
influence Japan’s political scene. [The Asahi Shimbun]

The House of Councillors election will be pivotal in
determining the balance of power in Japan’s National
Diet, with voters increasingly seeking alternatives to
traditional political parties. Ishimaru’s emphasis on
grassroots movements and local governance aligns
with a broader trend of voter disillusionment with the
political establishment.

The announcement that "Rebirth Road" will field ten
candidates has drawn significant attention from
analysts, who are closely watching whether the party
can secure a foothold in Japan'’s evolving political
landscape. [The Pinnacle Gazette]

Japan: Associations call for increased
recognition and support for foreign
residents

(ad) As Japan's foreign resident population hits a
record high—nearly 3.77 million as of December last
year—associations representing foreigners are urging
greater recognition of their contributions and better
political leadership on immigration policy. At a recent
public event in Tokyo, hosted by the Japan Association
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of Foreigners, speakers highlighted that foreign
nationals are often viewed only as laborers, not as full
members of society.

Panelists criticized Japan's lack of a clear immigration
policy and called for more platforms where foreign
voices can be heard. Concerns were raised about
religious accommodation, especially for Indonesia’s
Muslim community, and the struggles of technical
interns in rural areas who often feel voiceless and
unaware of their rights.

Association president Oussouby Sacko stressed the
need for foreign residents to be treated as people, not
just economic contributors. Lawyer Shohei Sugita
warned that Japan's immigration trend is being driven
by economic need, not thoughtful policy, likening it to
a car accelerating without anyone steering.

While the government introduced a "Roadmap for
Harmonious Coexistence with Foreign Nationals" in
2022 and designated January as a month to promote
integration, critics say it lacks a long-term vision.
Politicians remain hesitant to address the issue
directly, but Sacko called for public support of leaders
who aim to make Japan more inclusive. [Kyodo News]

Japan: Survey finds over a third of local
officials face public harassment

(dqgl) Findings of a recent government survey
conducted by the Ministry of Internal Affairs and
Communications show that that than one third of local
government officials in have experienced overbearing
or abusive behavior from the public—more than triple
the rate among private-sector workers. The figure
highlights the vulnerability of public servants, who are
constitutionally mandated to serve all members of
society and cannot choose whom they assist.

The phenomenon, known as kasu-hara (customer
harassment), has gained increasing attention in Japan,
prompting both local governments and private
companies to adopt protective measures for workers.

The survey, conducted in late 2023, gathered 11,507
responses from administrative staff (excluding
teachers) across 388 randomly selected municipalities.
By contrast, a 2023 survey by the Ministry of Health,
Labor and Welfare found that only 10.8 percent of
private-sector employees reported similar experiences.

Responding to the survey, the government has
submitted a bill to parliament that would require both
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companies and municipalities to establish rules against
abuse and provide systems for filing complaints. While
the long-held belief that “the customer is god” remains
culturally embedded, attitudes are beginning to shift.
[Kyodo News]

Japan: Greenhouse gas emissions drop in
fiscal 2023/2024 record low

(ad) Japan's greenhouse gas emissions fell by 4.2
percent in fiscal year 2023-2024 to a record low,
government data showed. Emissions dropped to 1.071
billion metric tons of carbon dioxide equivalent, down
from 1.116 billion tons the year before—the lowest
level since data tracking began in 1990-1991. [Ministry
of the Environment, Japan]

The decline was mainly driven by reduced energy
consumption, expanded use of renewables, and the
restart of nuclear power plants. Sector-wise, emissions
fell 4 percent in industry, 6.2 percent in commercial
services, 6.8 percent in households, and 0.7 percent in
transportation. Japan, the world’s fifth-largest carbon
dioxide emitter, has now cut emissions 23.3 percent
compared to 2013 levels, moving closer to its target of
a 46 percent reduction by 2030.

Absorption of greenhouse gases by forests and other
sources slightly declined by 0.2 percent to 53.7 million
tons. Following a post-Fukushima rise in emissions due
to increased fossil fuel use, emissions have been
steadily dropping thanks to more renewable energy
and nuclear restarts.

In fiscal 2023-2024, renewable energy supplied 22.9
percent of Japan’s electricity, while nuclear power
contributed 8.5 percent, both higher than the previous
year. Thermal power’s share fell to 68.6 percent, with
coal, natural gas, and oil accounting for 28.3 percent,
32.9 percent, and 7.4 percent respectively. [Reuters]
[apan Today]

Japan: Government to reduce energy and
power expenses to ease inflation

(ad) Japanese Prime Minister Shigeru Ishiba announced
new measures on April 22 aimed at easing inflation by
cutting energy and fuel costs for households. Starting
May 22, the government will lower gasoline and diesel
prices by JPY 10 (USD 0.07) per liter and kerosene and
heavy oil prices by JPY 5 (USD 0.035). Additional
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support to reduce electricity and gas bills during the
high-demand summer months (July-September) will be
introduced, with specifics to be determined in May.

These steps, replacing earlier proposals for cash
handouts, come ahead of the House of Councillors
election and are seen as critical for Ishiba’s minority
government, which is facing low public approval after
losing its lower house majority last year.

The measures respond to calls from the ruling Liberal
Democratic Party, its coalition partner Komeito, and
concerns over rising US tariffs. Ishiba said the gasoline
price drop—from around JPY 185 (USD 1.29) to JPY 175
(USD 1.22) per liter—would bring costs down to levels
last seen after Russia’s invasion of Ukraine.

Funding will come from existing reserves outside the
regular or extra budget frameworks. Ishiba did not
specify how long the fuel subsidies would last, noting
ongoing cross-party negotiations over eliminating a
gasoline surcharge. [Kyodo News]

Japan continues to struggle with high costs of imported
goods, especially energy and food. Although inflation
has eased slightly, consumer prices still rose 3.6
percent year-on-year in March, driven in part by
soaring rice prices, eroding real household

incomes. [CNBC]

Japan: Government unveils emergency
economic measures to soften impact of
US tariffs

(ad) In an effort to cushion industries and households
from the effects of new U.S. tariffs Japanese Prime
Minister Shigeru Ishiba announced emergency
economic measures on April 25. The package includes
support for corporate financing, subsidies to lower
gasoline prices by JPY 10 (USD 0.07) per liter, and
partial coverage of electricity bills for three months
starting in July.

Ishiba emphasized the need to protect key sectors like
automobiles and steel, which could be significantly
impacted by the tariffs. The plan expands access to
low-interest loans for small and mid-sized businesses
and leaves room for additional steps to stimulate
domestic consumption if needed. Economy Minister
Ryosei Akazawa said the package could be funded
through existing reserves without requiring a
supplementary budget.


https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-sduykty-l-hl/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-sduykty-l-hr/

The measures respond to steep tariffs introduced by
U.S. President Donald Trump earlier this month: a 25
percent tariff on cars and trucks and a 24 percent tariff
on all Japanese goods, later temporarily reduced to 10
percent for 90 days. Akazawa, also Japan's chief trade
negotiator, is set to visit Washington for further talks,
with reports suggesting Japan may increase soybean
imports from the U.S. as part of negotiations.

While global markets have been shaken by tariff
uncertainties, Japan's Nikkei index rose 1.9 percent on
April 25, boosted by Wall Street rallies and optimism
about potential U.S. policy shifts. [Al Jazeera]

Japan: Court fines Amazon for failing to
prevent sale of counterfeit medical
devices

(dqgl) The Tokyo District Court on April 25 fined Amazon
Japan JPY 35 million (USD 244,000) for failing to prevent
the sale of counterfeit products on its platform,
reinforcing the responsibility of online marketplaces to
protect sellers and consumers.

The court ruled that Amazon Japan was liable for not
removing fake pulse oximeters in 2021, despite being
notified of their presence. The sale of counterfeit
devices impacted the sales and visibility of genuine
products, as Amazon's search algorithms favor lower-
priced items.

The lawsuit was filed by medical device manufacturer
Try and E Co. and its distributor, Excel Plan Co., with
the court awarding compensation only to Excel Plan.
The plaintiffs had originally sought JPY 280 million (USD
1.9 million) in damages.

A lawyer for the plaintiffs described the ruling as a
landmark decision, emphasizing the need for online
platforms to maintain proper authentication systems
given sellers' reliance on them. [Al Jazeera]

Japan: F-35A stealth fighter jets deployed
at strategically important Komatsu Air
Base

(dqgl) The Air Self-Defense Force has deployed three F-
35A stealth fighter jets at Komatsu Air Base in Ishikawa
Prefecture. The base considered vital to Japan's air
defense along the Sea of Japan facing China, Russia,
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and North Korea is the only combat air wing on this
side of the country.

Previously, Japan's F-35A fleet—totaling 39 aircraft—
was stationed solely at Misawa Air Base in Aomori
Prefecture. Komatsu plans to phase out its F-15s and
deploy four additional F-35As by the end of fiscal 2025,
bringing the total there to seven.

To further strengthen defenses on the Sea of Japan
side, eight F-35Bs will be deployed to Nyutabaru Air
Base in Miyazaki Prefecture by the end of fiscal 2025.
The government also aims to acquire 105 F-35As and
42 F-35Bs, the latter capable of operating from large
destroyers, for a total of 147 aircraft. [The Asahi
Shimbun]

Japan: Second sample of melted nuclear
fuel extracted from damaged Fukushima
reactor

(ad) Tokyo Electric Power Company (TEPCO)
announced on April 23 that it has successfully
retrieved a second sample of melted nuclear fuel from
the No. 2 reactor at the Fukushima Daiichi plant, which
was severely damaged by the 2011 earthquake and
tsunami.

The newly collected debris, weighing less than 3 grams,
is part of an estimated 880 tons of melted fuel across
reactors 1 to 3. TEPCO aims to analyze the sample to
better understand its composition and structure,
which will aid in developing effective methods for
removing and safely storing the remaining debris.

The sample will be transferred from Fukushima to a
research facility in Ibaraki Prefecture after assessing its
weight and radiation level. Chief Cabinet Secretary
Yoshimasa Hayashi expressed hope that the findings
will contribute to progress in the plant's
decommissioning efforts.

The retrieval, using a rod-like device equipped with a
gripper, was conducted on April 17 at a location slightly
closer to the reactor’s center than in the first sample
extraction last November, which yielded 0.7 grams of
material. That earlier sample was found to contain
uranium and zirconium, elements used in nuclear fuel
rods. [Kyodo News]
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Japan: Government unveils concerning
levels of potentially harmful chemicals in
rivers and groundwater

(dgl) The government has disclosed that potentially
harmful per- and polyfluoroalkyl substances (PFAS)
were detected at high levels in rivers and groundwater
across 22 of Japan's 47 prefectures. PFAS refers to over
10,000 artificial chemicals, including PFOS and PFOA,
commonly used in products like nonstick cookware
and water-repellent clothing. Although definitive health
risks have not been confirmed, some studies suggest
possible links to increased cancer risk.

A survey conducted in fiscal 2023, testing at around
2,000 sites in 39 prefectures, found PFAS
concentrations exceeding the provisional limit of 50
nanograms per liter at 242 locations. Among the 242
sites, 42 exceeded the cap for the first time, 97 remain
under monitoring after previous breaches, and 103
were adjacent to previously contaminated areas.
Contamination was often found near factories, U.S.
military bases, and Japan Self-Defense Forces facilities,
though specific locations were not disclosed. [Kyodo
News]

Mongolia: Government approves
infrastructure, health, and economic
measures

(fs) The Mongolian Cabinet approved several decisions
across infrastructure, health, and economic sectors at
its regular session on April 23.

Prime Minister Luvsannamsrain Oyun-Erdene
instructed relevant authorities to begin construction of
the Gashuunsukhait-Gantsmod cross-border railway
by May 14. The project aims to boost Mongolia's export
capacity and improve passenger and freight transport.
It is the top priority among 14 mega projects under the
Government's 2024-2028 action program and is
expected to strengthen regional connectivity with
China, ultimately increasing border throughput
capacity by up to 80 million tons by 2030 (see AiR No.
6, February/2025, 2).

In response to a measles outbreak, the Cabinet
ordered the Ministry of Health to secure necessary
medical supplies, vaccines, and personnel, and to
strengthen immunization and monitoring in schools
and kindergartens. The Ministries of Education, Social
Welfare, and other relevant bodies were tasked with
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improving sanitation and supporting catch-up
immunization efforts.

The National Center for Communicable Diseases of
Mongolia has reported 758 confirmed measles cases
as of April 24. Of these, 171 patients remain
hospitalized, 24 are receiving home care, and 563 have
recovered. Recent cases have been primarily
concentrated on secondary schools. [Asianews]

To streamline governance, four departments under the
Ulaanbaatar Mayor's Office, being youth development,
civil registration, family and child welfare, and labor
and welfare, were dissolved. Their functions will be
transferred to relevant government bodies.

In economic measures, the government decided to
issue bonds to support cashmere procurement. Under
the White Gold initiative, a national program aimed at
enhancing the processing and value addition of
Mongolia's key livestock products, USD 65 million have
already been lent to over 30 companies, helping
purchase 1,525 tons of cashmere. Mongolia aims to
process 5,600 tons of raw cashmere in 2025, enhance
domestic manufacturing, and increase export
revenues by USD 169-197 million. [Sonin]

Mongolia: Open tender for Tuul Highway
project relaunched due to unmet
requirements

(fs) The international open tender for the construction
of the Tuul Highway, initially launched on January 27,
2025, was reopened after bidders failed to meet the
necessary requirements. [Montsame]

The Tuul Highway is a strategic infrastructure project
aimed at improving Ulaanbaatar’s road network and
reducing traffic congestion.

The planned six-lane, signal-free, intersection-free

highway will span 32 kilometers from the Bayanzurkh
Bridge to the safety roundabout in Songinokhairkhan
District, connecting to western provinces (see AiR No.

Mongolia: Legal amendments on
distribution of mineral revenues
announced
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(fs) Prime Minister of Mongolia Luvsannamsrain Oyun-
Erdene has announced plans to revise the Law on the
National Wealth Fund to ensure a more equitable
distribution of mineral royalties to citizens and local
communities.

Under the proposed changes, 50 percent of mineral
royalties will be allocated to the Future Heritage Fund,
with additional shares directed to other funds: 5
percent to the Savings Fund, 5 percent to the
Development Fund, and 15 percent to the Regional
Development Fund.

Strategic deposits will also contribute dividends and
special royalty payments. As of 2024, USD 140 million
was accumulated in citizens' accounts.

According to the Mineral Resources and Petroleum
Authority, there were 2,697 valid mining licenses
covering 6.6 million hectares as of March 31. Of these,
42 percent are for coal and 17.3 percent for gold. The
government resumed issuing exploration licenses in
March, announcing 71 new areas for tender so far.

In Q1 2025, Mongolia collected USD 100 million in
royalties, down 68.9 percent year-on-year due to falling
coal prices in China, which reduced export volumes.
The government aims to collect USD 8.5 million in
license fees by the end of the year. [Bloomberg TV]

Mongolia: Restrictions on pension-backed
loans imposed

(fs) Bank of Mongolia Governor B. Lkhagvasuren has
issued an order limiting access to pension- and
allowance-backed loans. The directive mandates that,
after making monthly loan repayments, borrowers
must retain an income not lower than the national
minimum living standard. This restriction applies to
newly issued loans and modifications of existing ones.

For loans granted before March 10, 2025, banks may
allow a one-time extension of the loan term without
increasing the principal, provided the remaining
income meets the minimum threshold.

Legal experts have criticized the measure, arguing that
restricting pension-backed loans may violate legal
principles, as pensions are deferred earnings meant
for future disbursement to citizens. [iSee]
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Mongolia: Director of Badrakh Energy
assaulted following protest meeting over
uranium mining

(fs) Director of Badrakh Energy LLC (a Mongolian-
French joint venture) Marc Meleard was physically
assaulted after a public meeting with citizens
protesting uranium mining activities in Dornogovi
province, southeast of Mongolia.

The meeting, held to address community concerns,
focused on alleged health and environmental
consequences linked to the development of the
Zuuvch-Ovoo uranium deposit, including reported
birth defects in humans and livestock. Following the
session, a protester allegedly confronted Meleard,
shouting threats and physically attacking him. [GoGo 1]

The incident prompted a public statement from the
Mongolian National Mining Association, which
condemned the attack and urged legal action. It
warned against the growing trend of slander,
misinformation, and personal threats targeting
companies operating within Mongolia and called for
stronger law enforcement measures to protect
industry professionals. [GoGo 2]

North Korea: Control over overseas
students tightened

(dqgl) North Korea is reportedly tightening its control
over students studying abroad, implementing revised
policies aimed at preventing defections and reinforcing
surveillance. According to a source, the Ministry of
State Security will issue new management guidelines to
foreign missions by the end of the month, following
directives from the Central Committee’s Organization
and Guidance Department.

The revised policy categorizes overseas students as
defectors, attempted defectors, or ordinary students,
with varying levels of monitoring for each group. Key
measures include one-on-one interviews with families
of defected students, increased surveillance of those
families, and the establishment of networks to track
and potentially repatriate fugitive students.

A “mutual indirect evaluation” system will be
introduced for students deemed flight risks. Embassy
staff or fellow students will submit twice-monthly
assessments of academic performance, ideological
commitment, and behavior. Rotating assignments and
penalties for false reports aim to prevent collusion.
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Even students without issues will face heightened
oversight. The Ministry will monitor attendance at
mandatory events and track absences through a
centralized reporting system.

Authorities view overseas students as “high-value state
assets” and intend the policy to deter defections by
stressing consequences for both students and their
families. [The Press United]

North Korea: Latest warship launched

(dgl) North Korean leader Kim Jong-un has unveiled a
new 5,000-tonne naval destroyer, calling it a major
step toward expanding the operational range and
preemptive strike capabilities of his nuclear-armed
military, state media reported.

Kim attended the launch ceremony on April 25 at the
western port of Nampo, where he framed the military
buildup as a response to growing threats from the U.S.
He criticized U.S.-South Korean military exercises and
updated nuclear deterrence strategies, portraying
them as preparations for war, and vowed to respond
decisively to what he called a worsening geopolitical
crisis. He also announced that acquiring a nuclear-
powered submarine would be his next major goal.
[KCNA]

The new "multipurpose" destroyer, the first of a new
class of heavily armed warships, is designed to operate
various weapon systems, including anti-air and anti-
ship missiles, as well as nuclear-capable ballistic and
cruise missiles, with delivery to the navy expected early
next year.

The unveiling of the destroyer follows North Korea’s
recent reveal of a purported nuclear-powered
submarine under construction, though experts
question Pyongyang's ability to develop such advanced
technology without foreign assistance.

Nuclear-powered submarines were part of Kim’s
broader 2021 pledge to develop advanced weaponry,
including solid-fueled intercontinental ballistic missiles,
hypersonic weapons, spy satellites, and multi-warhead
missiles. Since then, North Korea has conducted
multiple weapons tests.

Regional tensions have further escalated as Kim
deepens ties with Russia, supplying weapons and
military personnel to support Moscow's war in Ukraine.
While former U.S. President Donald Trump has
expressed willingness to revive diplomacy with Kim,
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Pyongyang has not responded. Negotiations between
Kim and Trump during Trump's first term collapsed
over disputes on sanctions relief in exchange for
denuclearization steps. [Reuters] [Taipei Times]

North Korea: Hackers exploit Russian
networks to fund cybercrime and nuclear
programs

(kp) North Korean hackers are increasingly relying on
internet infrastructure based in Russia to conduct
wide-ranging cybercrime operations, according to a
recent report released by cybersecurity firm Trend
Micro. Researchers traced the activities of the Void
Dokkaebi hacking group, also known as Famous
Chollima, to IP addresses assigned to organizations in
Khabarovsk and Khasan, two cities in Russia with
longstanding ties to North Korea.

The hackers use Russian IP ranges masked by VPNs,
proxies, or remote desktop sessions to facilitate social
engineering scams, malware deployment, and
cryptocurrency theft. Trend Micro identified five
Russian IP ranges serving as the backbone for
operations, including laundering stolen cryptocurrency
and targeting foreign IT professionals through fake job
interviews under the guise of a front company,
BlockNovas.

BlockNovas, purportedly based in South Carolina but
lacking corporate registration, operated a slick website
and profiles on LinkedIn and Upwork to lure job
seekers. Victims were tricked into downloading
malware like BeaverTail, FrostyFerret, and
GolangGhost under the pretext of software updates or
test tasks during interviews. The FBI seized the
BlockNovas domain on April 23 in a broader
crackdown on North Korean cyberattacks.

Trend Micro also highlighted the use of Astrill VPN to
obscure attacker traffic and the deployment of
credential-cracking tools like Hashtopolis on internal
domains. North Korean cyber theft, including the
recent $1.5 billion Ether cryptocurrency theft from
Bybit, is used to fund the regime’s nuclear weapons
and ballistic missile programs, as well as the luxurious
lifestyles of the nation's elite. [Bank Info Security]

South Korea: Acting President Han Duck-
soo vetoes bill on appointment of justices
to the constitutional court
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(kp) Acting President Han Duck-soo vetoed a bill on
April 29 that would restrict his authority to appoint
Constitutional Court justices, demanding that the
National Assembly reconsider the legislation. The
decision was made during a Cabinet meeting presided
over by Han, amid ongoing political tensions following
the impeachment of former President Yoon Suk Yeol
earlier this month.

The bill, a revision to the Constitutional Court Act, was
passed by the National Assembly on April 17 after
being introduced by the opposition Democratic Party.
It aimed to block Han from appointing two
Constitutional Court justice nominees, a responsibility
traditionally reserved for the president. Under South
Korea's current system, the nine-member
Constitutional Court is composed of three justices
selected by the president, three by the National
Assembly, and three by the chief justice of the
Supreme Court. [Yonhap News Agency 1]

The proposed amendment would prohibit an acting
president from naming or appointing the three justices
designated to the president, though it would allow the
acting president to proceed with appointments for the
Assembly and Supreme Court chief justice’s selections.
Han had already nominated two candidates under the
presidential allotment before the bill was introduced.

In justifying his veto, Han argued that the amendment
conflicts with constitutional principles. He added that
Article 71 of the Constitution grants an acting
president full presidential powers without setting
separate restrictions. [Yonhap News Agency 2]

South Korea: Acting President Han presses
for swift approval for emergency budget
proposal

(kp) On April 25, Acting President and Prime Minister
Han Duck-soo delivered a rare budget speech to the
National Assembly, calling on lawmakers to swiftly
approve the government's KRW 12.2 trillion (USD 8.51
billion) supplementary budget proposal. This marked
the first time an acting president addressed the
Assembly on a budget since November 1979.

Han emphasized the urgency of passing the extra
budget, citing the need for immediate crisis response
following South Korea’'s worst wildfire disaster and to
bolster competitiveness amid global economic
uncertainty. Over KRW 3 trillion (USD 2.09 billion) is
earmarked for disaster recovery efforts, KRW 4.4
trillion (USD 3.06 billion) for strengthening the artificial
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intelligence industry and trade risk responses, and
KRW 4.3 trillion (USD 2.99 billion) for supporting small
businesses and vulnerable communities.

Han also warned that South Korea faces major
challenges, pointing to risks posed by U.S. tariff
policies. He noted that upcoming "two-plus-two" trade
talks in Washington would seek "mutual, win-win
agreements" in trade balance, shipbuilding, and
liquefied natural gas sectors.

Tensions were evident during Han's address, as
opposition Democratic Party (DP) lawmakers
interrupted with shouts of "step down" and "acting
president of insurrection." Assembly Speaker Woo
Won-shik indirectly criticized Han for delivering the
speech, while ruling People Power Party lawmakers
protested Woo's remarks.

The extra budget proposal, currently under
negotiation, faces political hurdles. The DP, holding a
majority in the 300-member Assembly, has called to
expand the budget to KRW 15 trillion (USD 10.4 billion)
and to include a cash subsidy program. Both parties
aim to finalize a compromise by May 1 for a plenary
vote. [The Korea Herald]

South Korea: Main opposition party elects
presidential candidate

(dqgl) South Korea's main opposition Democratic Party
(DP) on April 27 officially named former party leader
Lee Jae-myung as its candidate for the June 3 snap
presidential election. Reflecting overwhelming inner-
party support, Lee garnered 89.77 percent of the votes
at the party's primary on April 27. [Hankyoreh]

Lee has consistently led opinion polls with a double-
digit margin over contenders from the ruling People
Power Party, which is set to announce its candidate on
May 3 (see article below).

In his acceptance speech, Lee positioned himself as a
unifying figure and pledged to strengthen national
defense, boost high-tech industries, promote cultural
influence, and uphold democratic values. He also
criticized former President Yoon Suk Yeol's attempt to
impose martial law, likening it to past authoritarian
abuses, and vowed to steer the country out of political
and economic crisis, including by reducing tensions
with North Korea.

Lee led the DP to a decisive victory in the 2024
parliamentary elections and was widely expected to
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win the nomination. He narrowly lost the 2022
presidential race to Yoon, in the closest result in the
country's democratic history. [Channel News Asia]

A former mayor of Seongnam and governor of
Gyeonggi Province, Lee has faced legal challenges,
including ongoing trials related to bribery and a major
property development scandal. An earlier conviction
for violating election law was overturned by an appeals
court, though a Supreme Court decision is still pending
that could see him losing his eligibility to run in the
presidential election (see article below).

Meanhwile, the minor opposition Rebuilding Korea
Party (RKP) has officially endorsed Lee, with acting RKP
leader Kim Sun-min pledging full support for him and
declaring him not only the DP's candidate but also that
of the RKP.

The RKP was founded by former Justice Minister Cho
Kuk, who stepped down as leader after beginning a
two-year prison sentence in December for academic
fraud and obstruction of a government probe. [Yonhap
News Agency]

South Korea: Ruling People Power Party
narrows down two presidential
candidates ahead of snap election

(kp) The ruling People Power Party (PPP) has selected
former party chair Han Dong-hoon and ex-Labor
Minister Kim Moon-soo as the final two contenders in
its primary to choose a candidate for the June 3
presidential election. Lawmaker Ahn Cheol-soo and
former Daegu Mayor Hong Joon-pyo were eliminated
in the second round, after which Hong announced his
retirement from politics.

Hong served five terms in the National Assembly,
including four consecutive ones, and held key positions
such as floor leader and leader of the conservative
Grand National Party, as well as governor of South
Gyeongsang Province. In 2018, he ran for president as
the Liberty Korea Party candidate but lost to Moon Jae-
in of the Democratic Party of Korea. [KBS]

Unlike the first round, the second round combined
public opinion and party member votes, though
specific results were not disclosed. Both finalists
pledged to "protect the country" and compete against
opposition Democratic Party front-runner Lee Jae-
myung (see article below).
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Han and Kim will participate in televised debates on
April 30, followed by party and public voting on May 1
and May 2. The final candidate will be announced at
the party convention on May 3.

Meanwhile, speculation is mounting that acting
President and Prime Minister Han Duck-soo may enter
the race as an independent conservative, potentially
forming an alliance with the PPP nominee. [The Korea
Herald]

South Korea: Supreme Court’s full bench
to review Lee Jae-Myung's election law
violation case

(kp) The Supreme Court of South Korea has moved
former Democratic Party leader Lee Jae-myung's
election law violation case to its full bench, a rare and
significant decision that underscores the case’s political
and legal sensitivity. The shift from a four-justice panel
to a full, 13-member court review was ordered by Chief
Justice Cho Hee-dae, who cited the high level of public
interest and national concern surrounding the case.

Lee, a leading contender in the June 3 snap
presidential election, was acquitted in March by the
Seoul High Court for violating the Public Official
Election Act. The appellate court overturned an earlier
ruling by the Seoul Central District Court, which had
sentenced Lee to one year in prison for allegedly
making false statements during a 2021 televised
interview. Prosecutors filed an appeal in early April,
prompting the Supreme Court to take up the case (see
AiR No. 13, April/2025, 1).

At issue is whether Lee knowingly misrepresented his
relationship with the late Kim Moon-ki, a former
Seongnam Development Corp. executive allegedly
linked to a major land development corruption
scandal. Lee, who was mayor of Seongnam at the time
of the scandal, claimed not to know Kim, a statement
prosecutors argue was false and intended to influence
voters.

Lee's acquittal temporarily lifted a major obstacle to his
presidential ambitions. Under South Korean law, a
conviction with a sentence exceeding one year could
have disqualified him from running for public office for
10 years. The Supreme Court's full bench review,
typically reserved for cases of exceptional legal or
constitutional importance, adds a new layer of
uncertainty as the presidential race intensifies.
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According to court rules, if the full bench cannot reach
a majority opinion, the lower court’s ruling stands.
Justice Roh Tae-ak has recused himself from the case
due to his concurrent role as head of the National
Election Commission, reducing the number of
participating justices. [Yonhap News Agency]

The Supreme Court is now faced with three options,
which include choosing to uphold the acquittal,
overturn the acquittal, or suspending the proceedings
entirely. However, legal analysts have estimated that
the court will announce a decision in late June, after
the snap-election is held. While the court seems to be
moving quickly to shorten the timeline, as it could cost
Lee his eligibility as a presidential candidate and his
seat in parliament, most cases appealed to the
Supreme Court take longer than three months to
process and deliver a final verdict. [The Korea Herald]

In addition to this case, Lee still faces four other
criminal trials related to his tenure as Seongnam
mayor and Gyeonggi Province governor, including
charges of corruption, perjury, misappropriation of
public funds, and illegal overseas money transfers.
[The Korea Herald]

South Korea: Far-right pastor Jeon Kwang-
hoon announces presidential bid for snap
election

(kp) Reverend Jeon Kwang-hoon, a far-right pastor
known for his hardline political views, officially
declared his candidacy for South Korea's upcoming
presidential election scheduled for June 3. Speaking at
a press conference at the Liberty Unification Party’s
headquarters in Yeouido, Seoul, Jeon said he was
entering the race due to his lack of faith in both the
ruling and opposition parties.

Jeon’s announcement comes amid increasing divisions
among conservative voters following former President
Yoon Suk Yeol's ouster in December. Far-right factions,
including Jeon's supporters, have been calling for the
dismantling of the Corruption Investigation Office for
High-ranking Officials (CIO) and the National Election
Commission (NEC), accusing them of undermining
political neutrality and engaging in election fraud
during the April 2024 general elections.

During a rally on April 20, Jeon stirred controversy by
pledging to "create a revolution" akin to the May 16
coup d'état of 1961 and promising to "reinstate former
President Yoon" if elected. His extreme rhetoric has
even drawn sharp criticism from the mainstream
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conservative People Power Party. In contrast,
members of the opposition Democratic Party of Korea
appeared to welcome Jeon's candidacy, seeing it as a
factor likely to divide conservative voters.

The Liberty Unification Party is set to hold a national
convention on Tuesday to formally nominate its
presidential candidate. [The Korea Herald]

South Korea: Al becomes key
battleground in upcoming presidential
election

(kp) Artificial intelligence has taken center stage in
South Korea's upcoming snap presidential election,
with leading candidates competing to out-campaign
one another in national investments and initiatives.
The surge in Al-related pledges comes amid
intensifying global competition and growing domestic
interest in technology-led economic growth. However,
observers warn that many of the headline-grabbing
proposals lack realistic road maps and specific
implementation strategies.

Democratic Party front-runner Lee Jae-myung ignited
the Al policy race by pledging a KRW 100 trillion (USD
70.2 billion) investment over five years. His plan
includes building Al data clusters, securing 50,000
GPUs, and supporting neural processing unit
development, along with launching a Korean-style
version of ChatGPT and expanding military service
exemptions for tech talent. Fellow Democratic
contenders Kim Dong-yeon and Kim Kyoung-soo
echoed the KRW 100 trillion (USD 69.4 billion)
investment figure, with Kim Dong-yeon focusing on
infrastructure and Al education while Kim Kyoung-soo
has emphasized public-private partnerships to secure
“Al sovereignty.”

On the conservative side, former Justice Minister Han
Dong-hoon of the People Power Party topped rival
pledges with a KRW 200 trillion (USD 138.9 billion) plan,
including KRW 150 trillion (USD 104.1 billion) for
infrastructure and the rest for Al applications in
defense, healthcare, and robotics. Han proposed
creating a Ministry of Future and Strategy and pledged
to cultivate 10,000 Al experts. Other PPP candidates
offered more restrained visions: Hong Joon-pyo
proposed KRW 50 trillion (USD 34.7 billion) for R&D in
Al as well as quantum computing, while Kim Moon-soo
called for KRW 100 trillion (69.4 billion) to train 200,000
Al professionals. Representative Ahn Cheol-soo,
drawing on his background in software and medicine,
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vowed to train 1 million science and tech workers and
boost R&D spending to 5 percent of GDP.

Despite the flood of proposals, critics from both within
and outside the tech sector have questioned their
feasibility. Reform Party candidate Lee Jun-seok
dismissed the spending plans as “scam-level” while
emphasizing deregulation and private investment as
more effective strategies. Al experts echoed these
concerns, underscoring the need for well-targeted
investments as opposed to large budget figures
without clear long-term planning. Professor Choi
Byung-ho of Korea University's Al lab identified three
critical priorities for meaningful Al advancement:
securing top talent, acquiring GPUs, and ensuring
access to large-scale, high-quality data. He warned that
simply creating new academic departments without
adequate support for existing ones would be
insufficient, as access to data and infrastructure is
necessary to build competitive foundation models.

Al is likely to remain a central theme of the campaign,
but the debate is shifting from spending figures to
whether the candidates can offer credible, actionable
strategies to support South Korea's global
competitiveness in artificial intelligence. [The Korea
Herald]

South Korea: Prosecutors to reinvestigate
former First Lady Kim Keon Hee in stock
manipulation case

(kp) The Seoul High Prosecutors' Office announced on
April 25 it will reopen an investigation into former first
lady Kim Keon Hee's alleged involvement in a KRW 63.6
billion (USD 44.3 million) stock manipulation case,
roughly six months after she was previously cleared of
wrongdoing.

The decision follows a complaint filed in November by
former liberal lawmaker Choe Kang-wook with the
Seoul Central District Prosecutors' Office. Kim, the wife
of former President Yoon Suk Yeol, faced allegations
over her stock trades in Deutsche Motors during the
early 2010s. Yoon, a former top prosecutor, was
removed from office earlier this month after the
Constitutional Court upheld his impeachment over a
failed martial law attempt in December.

The move to reopen the investigation comes weeks
after the Supreme Court upheld a suspended three-
year prison sentence for Kwon Oh-soo, the former
chair of Deutsche Motors, and found eight of his
accomplices guilty of investment fraud. One investor,
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surnamed Sohn, was sentenced to six months in
prison for abetting Kwon's actions.

In October, prosecutors declined to indict Kim, citing
insufficient evidence that she was aware of the pump-
and-dump scheme despite her documented phone
calls with Kwon. The Seoul High Prosecutors' Office,
tasked with reviewing Choe’s complaint, ultimately
decided to proceed with a new investigation.

Separately, the same office dismissed a complaint
seeking to reopen an investigation into Kim's alleged
acceptance of a luxury Dior bag, an incident previously
closed without charges in October. [The Korea Herald]

South Korea: Former President Moon Jae-
in indicted on bribery charges

(mm) South Korean prosecutors have indicted former
President Moon Jae-in on corruption charges related to
alleged bribery in connection to his former son-in-law.
Prosecutors claim Moon and his daughter accepted
bribes for the employment and compensation of her
ex-husband, Seo, budget airline Thai Eastar Jet.

Seo was appointed as executive director of the airline
in 2018 despite limited experience. Prosecutors allege
the hiring was in exchange for the appointment of
airline’s founder, Lee Sang-jik, as head of a government
agency. Lee has also been indicted for bribery and
breach of trust.

Prosecutors say Moon allegedly stopped financial
support for his family after Seo and his daughter
received approximately 223 million won (USD 151,959)
in salary and benefits, payments they argue constitute
a bribe to the former president. [The Korea Herald]

Moon, a former Democratic Party lawmaker, served as
president from 2017 to 2022. His indictment adds to
South Korea's long history of presidential scandals. His
successor, Yoon Suk Yeol, was impeached and
removed from office in April and is currently on
criminal trial for insurrection following his December 3
martial law decree. Four other former South Korean
leaders have been given prison terms, as well as
Moon's political mentor, former President Roh Moo-
hyun, who died by suicide while under investigation for
bribery. [Al jazeera]

South Korea: Birthrate on rise amid
ongoing demographic crisis
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(mm) South Korea saw its birthrate rise for the eighth
consecutive month in February 2025, indicating a
potential shift in its critical levels of demographic
decline. According to Statistics Korea, 20,035 babies
were born, up 3.2 percent from the previous year,
marking the first February rise in births since 2014.
This uptick aligns with a continued surge in marriages,
which rose 14.3 percent year-on-year to 19,370, the
highest February figure since 2017 and the 11th
straight month of growth.

Officials credit the rise in births to increased marriages
among the second baby boom generation (children of
those born between 1964 - 1974) who are now
entering their early 30s. Pro-natalist government
policies, such as marriage incentives and childcare
support, are also seen has contributing factors.

Despite this progress, South Korea still recorded a
natural population decline of 10,248 for the month, as
deaths (30,283) continued to outpace births. Divorces
remained relatively stable, with a slight 0.1 percent
decrease. [The Korea Times] [Korea JoongAng Daily]

South Korea: More than one-third of
women report experiencing relationship
abuse

(kp) More than 36 percent of Korean women have
experienced violence at least once in their lifetime,
according to a nationwide survey released by South
Korea's Ministry of Gender Equality and Family. The
2024 survey, conducted through in-person interviews
with over 7,000 adult women, highlights growing
concerns about violence and safety in Korean society.

Among respondents, 36.1 percent reported lifetime
experiences of violence, an increase from 34.9 percent
recorded in 2021. Even excluding stalking, which was
newly included in this year's survey, the rate still rose
slightly to 35.8 percent. Over the past year alone, 7.6
percent of women said they had experienced violence,
reflecting a 1.4 percentage point increase compared to
three years ago. Ministry officials attributed the rise to
greater public awareness and sensitivity to issues like
dating violence and deep-fake crimes.

The most common form of violence cited was sexual
violence, followed by emotional and physical violence.
Most physical, emotional, and financial abuse incidents
involved a current or former spouse, while sexual
violence was often perpetrated by strangers and
stalking by ex-partners. About 6.7 percent of women
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reported experiencing dating violence at some point,
with 0.9 percent encountering it in the past year.

Despite some improvements, public perception of
safety remains low. More than half (51.6 percent) of
women surveyed said Korean society is not safe from
violence, though this marks a 6.2 percentage point
improvement from 2021. Meanwhile, 40 percent of
respondents reported being afraid of becoming victims
of violence in daily life, a 3.6 percentage point rise.

When asked about policy priorities, respondents
highlighted the need for violence prevention education
beginning in childhood, expanded psychological and
legal support services for victims, and stronger
consequences for perpetrators to avoid reduced
sentences or protective measures. The ministry noted
that new laws like the Anti-Stalking Act have bolstered
confidence in the system but acknowledged that daily
fears related to violence persist. [Korea JoongAng
Daily]

South Korea: Solar operators fined

(dgl) South Korea's Ministry of Trade, Industry and
Energy (MOTIE) has imposed fines on eight solar
operators for failing to adhere to output curtailment
orders. The fines follow an investigation by the Korea
Power Exchange (KPX), which found that solar projects
in Jeollanam province violated output control
directives. Penalties will be based on the operators'
non-compliance earnings and capped at 4 percent of
their average revenue over the past three years.

In addition, the ministry canceled licenses for 11
projects after reviewing 27 cases where construction
approvals or preparation periods expired by
November 2024. These cancellations, under stricter
standards introduced in August 2023, are aimed at
allowing new developers access to the grid. The MOTIE
will also review the status of 230 additional projects set
to expire in 2025.

Despite these setbacks, South Korea continues to
advance in solar energy, having deployed 3.1 GW in
2024, reaching a total capacity of 28.15 GW by March
2025. However, analysts stress the need for
accelerated deployment to meet the country's 2030
target of 55.7 GW due to grid constraints and other
challenges. [PV Magazine]


https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-sduykty-l-ou/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-sduykty-l-ou/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-sduykty-l-bl/

South Korea: Economy experiences
contraction in Q1 2025

(dgl) South Korea's economy contracted by 0.2 percent
in the first quarter of 2025, marking its first quarterly
decline in nine months. The downturn was attributed
to political instability and escalating global trade
tensions, which hampered domestic demand and
exports, according to the Bank of Korea (BOK), the
country’s central bank.

In 2024, the economy showed modest growth with 1.3
percent in the first quarter, followed by declines in the
second and slight growth in the third and fourth
quarters. The BOK cited prolonged domestic political
uncertainty and global trade risks, particularly
stemming from U.S. tariff policies, as major factors
delaying economic recovery. Other contributing factors
included delayed demand for high-performance
semiconductors, project suspensions in construction,
and the impact of large-scale wildfires.

Exports dropped by 1.1 percent during the January-
March period, mainly due to reduced shipments of
chemicals, machinery, and equipment. The economic
downturn coincided with political upheaval following
the December 3 declaration of martial law by former
President Yoon Suk Yeol, which was followed by his
impeachment and removal from office on April 4.
Additionally, U.S. trade measures, including a
proposed 25 percent tariff on South Korean goods,
added further pressure, although its implementation
was temporarily delayed for 90 days. [Anadolu Agency]

South Korea: Opposition party
presidential candidate advocates for
peaceful interaction with North Korea

(fn) Lee Jae-myung, the candidate for the opposition
Democratic Party for the upcoming June 3 snap
presidential election, has proposed a change in South
Korea's strategy towards North Korea, advocating for
peaceful coexistence and increased inter-Korean
exchanges as crucial for both national security and
economic growth.

Lee criticized the hardline approach of the
administration of ousted President Yoon Suk Yeol of
the ruling People Power Party (PPP), arguing that it has
deteriorated relations with North Korea to the extent
that Pyongyang views Seoul as an entirely separate
country. He argued that initiating dialogue and
collaboration with North Korea, combined with
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enhancing national defense, are essential initial steps
towards eventual unification.

Lee also highlighted potential diplomatic opportunities
with North Korea due to the renewed interest from the
Trump administration in the U.S., urging South Korea
to grasp this opportunity to address recent setback in
relations. [The Korea Herald]

In a separate development, a South Korean soldier
accidentally fired a machine gun toward North Korea
at the inter-Korean border last April 23 morning. The
incident occurred when the soldier mistakenly
discharged a round from a K6 heavy machine gun at a
guard post in the Demilitarized Zone, located in
Cheorwon County, about 70 kilometers north of Seoul.

The South Korean military promptly notified North
Korea via broadcast, though they believe the round did
not reach the North's side, likely slowed by a
reinforced door. No unusual North Korean military
activity has been detected following the incident.
[Yonhap News Agency]

South Korea: Two Chinese nationals
caught twice photographing near US
military base in South Korea

(kp/fn) Two Chinese nationals were caught for the
second time this week taking photographs near Osan
Air Base, a key US military facility in Pyeongtaek,
Gyeonggi Province, South Korean officials said.

The pair had previously been stopped on Monday after
being found photographing military facilities and
aircraft near the base. At the time, authorities
conducted an investigation but found no evidence of
“anti-state activity,” releasing the individuals without
charges. The same decision was reached after
Wednesday's incident.

On April 23, the US military reported that the same two
individuals were again taking photos of aircraft near
the base, also known as K-55. South Korean police
officers, along with officials from the National
Intelligence Service and the Defense
Counterintelligence Command, conducted an eight-
hour joint investigation. However, authorities
concluded that no laws were violated, as the
photographs captured aircraft in flight—an act not
prohibited under current South Korean law.

Officials emphasized that no charges would be filed
but declined to disclose further details, citing security
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concerns. [The Korea Herald]

Chinese individual charged with attempting to acquire
Military secrets from South Korea

Meanwhile, prosecutors have announced that a
Chinese individual has been charged with trying to
procure classified military information from South
Korea by bribing a soldier on active duty.

The suspect, who was arrested last month,
impersonated a fellow soldier in online group chats
and reached out to South Korean troops one-on-one,
offering money in return for military intelligence. A
soldier stationed in Gangwon Province accepted the
bribe, using an unauthorized mobile device to take
pictures of sensitive internal documents related to
collaborative South Korea-U.S. military drills, which
were subsequently passed to the Chinese national.
Both the civilian and the soldier are now facing legal
proceedings for their involvement in this espionage
case. [The Korea Herald]

South Korea: Cyberattack on national
election commission

(mm) On Aprill 22, South Korea’s National Election
Commission (NEC) detected and prevented a
cyberattack targeting its election statistics system. The
attack began at 2:40 p.m. and lasted for three hours,
during which hackers repeatedly attempted access in
an effort to overload servers.

The NEC successfully blocked the associated IP
address, preventing damage, and has since intensified
monitoring on its systems with no further irregularities
detected. A police investigation has been requested.
With 40 days remaining until the 21st presidential
election, the NEC emphasized it is taking all
cyberattacks extremely seriously. [Korea JoongAng
Daily]

The attack comes amid ongoing political controversy
surrounding the NEC's cybersecurity and unfounded
claims of election fraud. Former President Yoon Suk-
yeol argued these claims were the justification for
declaring martial law on December 3, accusing the NEC
of failing to address election fraud concerns. That
evening, troops were deployed to search NEC facilities
for evidence. During Yoon's impeachment trial, the
NEC's secretary general defended the commission’s
integrity, stating that cybersecurity issues detected in
2023 were related to computer security, and had no
bearing on vote tampering. The Constitutional Court
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ultimately rejected Yoon's claims, ruling there was no
credible threat or evidence of election fraud. [Reuters]
[Chosun Biz]

South Korea: Military to investigate Air
Force pilot-error accidents

(mm) South Korea's military will launch an investigation
into Air Force operational discipline following a series
of pilot-error accidents in recent months. The on-site
inspection follows a recent incident in which an aircraft
mis during mistakenly jettisoned two gun pods and
empty fuel tanks during nighttime drills over the
mountainous region of Pyeongchang. No causalities or
damage reported. Just weeks earlier, two fighter jets
accidentally bombed a civilian area along the inter-
Korean border during a training exercise, injuring 52
people, including 38 civilians. Military prosecutors have
since charged the pilots and two Air Force unit
commanders responsible with professional negligence
resulting in injury.

The Air Force has blamed pilot-error for both incidents,
raising serious concerns about lax discipline within the
armed forces. The inspection is set to run between
April 29 and May 2. [The Korea Herald] [The Korea
Times]

Taiwan: KMT-led rally against President
Lai draws tens of thousands

(lo) Tens of thousands of protesters took to the streets
of Taipei on April 26, in an opposition rally against
Taiwanese President Lai Ching te. The Kuomintang
(KMT), the main opposition party, which organized the
event, claimed that over 250,000 supporters
participated.

During the rally, the KMT announced plans to propose
a recall of President Lai after May 20, the first
anniversary of his inauguration. The party accused Lai,
who also leads the Democratic Progressive Party (DPP),
of targeting and attempting to eliminate opposition
forces through a recent campaign to recall 34 KMT
lawmakers. The campaign has led to investigations and
in some cases the detention of pro-KMT organizers
accused of forging petition signatures against DPP
lawmakers (see AiR No. 15, April/2025, 3, and article
below). [South China Morning Post]
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A motion to recall Lai would require a two thirds
majority in the Legislature; however, the opposition
currently holds only 62 out of 113 seats, falling short of
the threshold. [Focus Taiwan 1]

Meanwhile, the Ministry of Labor and the National
Immigration Agency are investigating allegations that
migrant workers were mobilized to attend the rally.
Under the Employment Service Act, employing foreign
workers for tasks outside the scope of their work
permits is prohibited. [Focus Taiwan 2]

Taiwan: Taipei court detains KMT official
in ongoing recall petition case

(lo) The Taipei District Court ordered on April 25 the
detention of Huang Lu Chin-ju, chair of the Taipei
chapter of the main opposition party, the Kuomintang
(KMT), for allegedly forging signatures in recall
petitions targeting ruling Democratic Progressive Party
(DPP) lawmakers. The Court cited new evidence
sufficient to establish Huang Lu as a suspect in alleged
forgery and illegal use of personal data. [Taipei Times]

KMT Chairman Eric Chu denounced the moves as
politically driven, accusing the DPP of using the
judiciary to suppress opposition. He announced party
protests, calling the actions undemocratic. [Focus
Taiwan 1]

Huang Lu and three other party staffers were
summoned by prosecutors on April 17 for questioning
over allegations that petitions to initiate an election to
recall the DPP legislators contained fake signatures.
The KMT's Taipei chapter office was also raided by
prosecutors that day.

On April 19, a large rally was held in Taipei to support
DPP-supported recall campaigns against lawmakers
from the KMT (see AiR No. 16, April/2025, 4).

In another case, a New Taipei court on April 29
approved the detention of Chen Chen-jung, secretary-
general of the KMT New Taipei chapter, over
allegations of forgery in a recall campaign targeting
DPP lawmakers.

The case involves forged recall petition signatures,
including those of deceased individuals, non-signers,
and duplicate entries. Prosecutors conducted searches
at KMT offices in Sanchong, Bangiao, the main chapter
office, and the homes of two officials.
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While three KMT staff members were released after
questioning, prosecutors requested that Chen remain
in custody, a request the court granted after a one-
hour session. Some recall documents reportedly
displayed similar handwriting, raising further
suspicion. [Taiwan News] [Focus Taiwan 2]

Taiwan: Lawmakers call for lowered
voting age to 18

(lo) Two ruling Democratic Progressive Party (DPP)
legislators joined by youth groups and legal experts,
have called for Taiwan's voting age to be lowered from
20to 18.

They proposed this change in the "Basic Youth Law,"
which is currently awaiting debate, arguing that
reducing the voting age would give young people more
influence in public affairs, citing support for the
proposal in a 2022 referendum, though it failed due to
low voter turnout.

While both the DPP and the main opposition party, the
Kuomintang (KMT) have proposed versions of the
youth law, neither has confirmed whether they
support lowering the voting age. [Taiwan News]

Taiwan: 3 percent pay rise for civil
servants

(lo) Civil servants, military personnel, and public-school
teachers in Taiwan will receive a 3 percent pay raise
starting in May, Premier Cho Jung-tai announced on
April 22.

Speaking at a legislative hearing, Cho clarified that the
pay increase was delayed due to concerns over the
NTD 3.1 trillion (USD 96 billion) central government
budget. The budget, which was passed by the
opposition-controlled legislature in January, included
numerous cuts and freezes, prompting the Cabinet to
seek reconsideration. However, the legislature upheld
the budget on March 12, allowing the rise to be
implemented.

The pay increase had originally been approved by the
Executive Yuan in July 2024. [Focus Taiwan]
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Taiwan: Strategic spending over cash
relief amid tariff threats

(lo) In a move to counteract the potential economic
impact of new U.S. tariffs, Executive Yuan, Taiwan's
cabinet, approved a NTD410 billion (USD12.6 billion)
special budget on April 24. The package is designed to
bolster the nation’s economic resilience, strengthen
national security, and support vulnerable groups.
[Taipei Times]

The special budget allocates NTD 93 billion (USD 2.8
billion) to support industry through financing
assistance and market diversification, NTD150 billion
(USD 4.6 billion) to strengthen national security by
investing in defense capabilities and information
infrastructure, and NTD 167 billion (USD 5.1 billion) for
social support, including subsidies for health and labor
insurance as well as aid for disadvantaged groups.

Additionally, NTD 100 billion (USD 3.1 billion) is
earmarked for Taiwan Power Co. (Taipower), the state-
owned enterprise responsible for electricity
generation, transmission, and distribution in Taiwan,
to stabilize electricity prices and alleviate financial
pressure on the state utility. [Epoch Times]

Premier Cho Jung-tai rejected opposition calls for a
NTD 10,000 (approximately USD300) universal cash
handout to citizens as a form of tariff relief, arguing for
a more targeted approach. [Taiwan News]

The special budget proposal comes as Taiwan faces
the threat of a 32 percent U.S. tariff on its exports.
Although Washington has delayed the measure for 90
days, Taipei has started negotiations with the U.S.,
proposing to increase imports of American natural gas
and oil to help address trade imbalances. [Reuters]

The Executive Yuan's proposal now moves to the
Legislative Yuan, Taiwan's parliament, for review,
where it might encounter scrutiny given the
opposition’s majority. [Taipei Times]

Taiwan: IMF raises 2025 GDP growth
forecast to 2.9 percent

(lo) The International Monetary Fund (IMF) has revised
Taiwan's GDP growth forecast for 2025 up by 0.2
percentage points to 2.9 percent, according to its April
2025 World Economic Outlook report published on
April 22. Taiwan'’s projected growth outpaces that of its
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neighbors, including Japan, South Korea, and
Singapore. [IMF 1]

The IMF's report notes that global trade uncertainty,
driven by the imposition of US tariffs, is testing the
resilience of the global economy. Global growth is
expected to reach 2.8 percent this year, down 0.5
percentage points from January forecasts. [IMF 2]

Taiwan's economy grew by 4.3 percent last year. For
2026, the IMF projects a moderation of Taiwan's
growth to 2.5 percent. Meanwhile, inflation, measured
by the consumer price index, is to rise by 1.8 percent
this year, below the global average of 4.3 percent. The
unemployment rate is expected to remain stable at 3.4
percent over the same period. [IMF 1]

Taiwan: TIER cuts GDP growth forecast

(lo) The Taiwan Institute of Economic Research (TIER), a
non-profit think tank based in Taipei, has revised down
its GDP growth forecast for Taiwan in 2025, lowering it
from 3.42 percent to 2.91 percent due to mounting
global uncertainties and fluctuations in U.S. trade
policies. [TIER]

TIER President Chang Chien-yi attributed the
downgrade mainly to U.S. President Donald Trump's
unpredictable trade measures, particularly his
announcement of "reciprocal" tariffs on April 2, which
briefly rattled global supply chains before being
delayed by 90 days. Chang noted, "No one can
confidently predict the final shape or impact of
Trump's tariffs." [Taipei Times]

TIER warned that the recent surge in exports, fueled by
front-loading in anticipation of tariffs, would not be
sustainable. They warned that demand could taper off
during the peak season in the second half of the year.
While Taiwan's Q1 economic performance was kept
afloat by strong demand for Al-related electronics, TIER
cautioned that this momentum might be short-lived,
pointing out the growing decline in consumer and
investment confidence, with global stock market
volatility dampening corporate expansion plans.
[Taipei Times]

Industrial production surges amid Al boom, but old
economy struggles persist

Data from Taiwan’s Ministry of Economic Affairs
(MOEA) painted a somewhat brighter picture for the
industrial sector. Industrial production in March rose
13.65 percent year-on-year, marking the 13th
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consecutive month of growth, fueled by strong
demand for Al, high performance computing (HPC),
and cloud services. [MOEA]

The manufacturing sub-index, accounting for more
than 90 percent of total production, rose 14.71
percent. Production in the electronic components
sector jumped 25.07 percent, driven by clients
stockpiling inventories to meet booming Al and HPC
demand.

However, traditional industries such as base metals,
chemicals, and auto parts suffered declines due to
oversupply and cautious global demand. Looking
ahead, the MOEA expects continued support from Al-
related technologies, although it warned that U.S.
trade policies and geopolitical risks could weigh on
global economic conditions. [Focus Taiwan]

Considering these challenges, TIER reduced its private
investment growth forecast to 4.10 percent, down 1.56
percentage points, and trimmed its private
consumption growth projection to 1.97 percent, down
0.14 percentage points.

The manufacturing sector’s outlook has also worsened,
with the manufacturing climate index dropping to 95.0,
and a significant decline in optimism among
manufacturers. TIER's sentiment survey showed that
manufacturers’ positive outlook for the next six
months shrank from 35.1 percent in February to 19.7
percent in March, while pessimistic views tripled.

The service sector's confidence also weakened for the
third consecutive month, and even construction firms,
supported by public infrastructure projects, showed a
decline in sentiment. [TIER]

Taiwan: Coast guard decommissions four
ships

(lo) On April 25, Taiwan's Coast Guard held a ceremony
to officially decommission four of its ships as part of an
ongoing effort to modernize its fleet. The vessels,
which had been in service for several decades, were
retired to make way for newer and more advanced
ships.

Coast Guard officials emphasized that the
decommissioning was part of a broader initiative to
improve the force's operational capabilities and
readiness. [Taiwan News]
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Taiwan: Army conducts demolition
training, tests attack drone boat

(lo) Taiwan's military has been actively strengthening
its defense capabilities with two recent drills held in
the north of the island.

On April 26, Taiwan’'s army conducted demolition
training exercises in the northern region, focusing on
fortifying troops' preparedness for urban combat. The
training involved simulated attacks on structures and
critical infrastructure, emphasizing tactical demolition
techniques designed to disrupt enemy supply lines and
communications in the event of an invasion. [Taiwan
News 1]

Simultaneously, Taiwan's National Chung-Shan
Institute of Science and Technology (NCSIST) tested its
new attack drone boat in the waters off northeastern
Taiwan. The autonomous drone boat is designed to
carry out precision strikes against naval targets. The
institute hopes to complete combat evaluations by the
end of the year and begin mass production by 2026.
The Army is considering purchasing over 200
unmanned surface vehicles to enhance its maritime
strike capabilities. [Taiwan News 2]

Taiwan: Tightened measures against
potential Chinese influence amid growing
security concerns

(lo) Premier Cho Jung-tai ruled out allowing Taiwanese
citizens overseas to vote, citing fears of interference by
China. Speaking at the parliament on April 25, Cho said
overseas voting would pose a huge risk given the
threat of manipulation by Chinese authorities. [Taiwan
News 1]

Concerns over Chinese infiltration were further
highlighted by comments from former National
Security Bureau (NSB) Director-General Tsai Der-sheng.
Tsai stated that China likely has over 5,000 intelligence
operatives active in Taiwan based on assessment
made years ago by national security agencies. Tsai
holds that the current number of infiltrated enemy
agents is higher. He calls for greater attention to be
given to the issue of national security by the
government, all political parties, elected
representatives, and the media. [China Times] [Taiwan
News 2]

In a related move, the Mainland Affairs Council
announced that Taiwanese citizens who transfer their
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household registration to China will lose their
residency rights in Taiwan. The council stated that the
Chinese Communist Party considers residency the
basis for household registration.

With a residence permit from China’s Ministry of Public
Security, individuals can register for permanent
residency and obtain a resident identity card, like
Chinese citizens. [Taiwan News 3]

Constitutional Law and

-Politics, Human Rights

and National Security in
South Asia

Bangladesh: Government removes over
1,800 elected representatives, appoints
administrators across local government
bodies

(Im) In a sweeping reorganization of the local
administration, Bangladesh's interim government has
dismissed 1,873 elected public representatives,
including all mayors of 12 city corporations, 330
municipal mayors, 61 zilla parishad chairmen, and 493
upazila parishad chairmen, according to gazette
notifications issued by the Ministry of Local
Government, Rural Development and Co-operatives
(LGRD) on April 18 and 19.

The government appointed administrators to replace
the removed representatives, citing the
dysfunctionality of local bodies after the fall of the
Awami League government on August 5, 2024.
Divisional commissioners, deputy commissioners
(DCs), and upazila nirbahi officers (UNOs) have been
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tasked with administering city corporations, district
councils, and upazila parishads, respectively. In
municipalities, additional deputy commissioners and
assistant commissioners (land) have been appointed
as administrators.

LGRD Adviser AF Hassan Ariff described the move as
an attempt to “clean up the entire local government,”
noting that many elected officials had been absent
from duty since August last year, when ex-Prime
Minister Sheikh Hasina fled to neighboring India at the
height of a mass protest movement. Local government
expert Dr. Tofail Ahmed welcomed the decision,
arguing that many of the dismissed representatives
were products of “grossly faulty elections” and had
rendered local bodies dysfunctional, particularly as
several mayors and councillors are now either on the
run or absent from their offices.

City corporations and municipalities will continue
ongoing projects under the supervision of the
appointed administrators but are not expected to
initiate new initiatives. Union parishads will similarly be
administered by panel chairmen where available, or by
UNOs and assistant commissioners where necessary.
[The Daily Star 1] [The Daily Star 2]

Bangladesh: Reform process stalls as BNP
and government disagree on election
timeline, scope of reforms

(Im) Bangladesh’s reform process is facing a significant
stalemate as Chief Adviser Prof. Muhammad Yunus
and the Bangladesh Nationalist Party (BNP) remain at
odds over both the timeline for the next national
elections and the extent of necessary reforms.

On April 27, Yunus led a meeting with the National
Consensus Commission, which reviewed ongoing
discussions with political parties and examined the
progress of the reform efforts. [The Daily Star 1]

Days earlier, in an interview with Al Jazeera, Yunus
confirmed that the next national elections will take
place by June 2026 at the latest. He explained that the
exact timing would depend on the scope of electoral
and political reforms agreed upon by political
stakeholders. If a consensus emerges on a limited set
of reforms, elections could be held as early as
December 2025, but if more extensive reforms are
needed, the elections will be pushed to June 2026, with
no further delay.
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Yunus promised that the upcoming election would be
the best in the country’s history. He also addressed
questions regarding the participation of Sheikh
Hasina's Awami League, stating that it remains unclear,
as the party has not made an official declaration. Once
such a declaration is made, the Election Commission
will handle participation rules. He also reassured the
public, claiming that there is still broad support for the
interim government, with no widespread demand for
an immediate transfer of power. [The Daily Star 2] [Al
Jazeeral]

However, the BNP is pushing for elections to be held
sooner, believing that only a minimum set of reforms is
necessary, with further changes to be handled by an
elected government. Mirza Abbas, a BNP Standing
Committee member, expressed doubts about the
elections being held promptly, citing delays and a lack
of transparency from the interim government. He
warned that actions by individuals close to Yunus
might be disrupting the process. Amir Khasru Mahmud
Chowdhury echoed these concerns, criticizing the
absence of an election roadmap by December 2025,
which has led to public uncertainty and doubt about
the elections' timely conduct. [The Daily Star 3]

As discussions between the BNP and the National
Consensus Commission continue, it has become clear
that the two sides are deeply divided over the scope of
reforms. While the BNP has agreed with most of the
694 proposals, it strongly objected to 28
recommendations from the Electoral Reform
Commission, including making the Election
Commission accountable to a parliamentary
committee and creating a separate body for
constituency delimitation. The BNP argued that
disqualifications should only occur after a court
conviction and opposed proposals that would alter the
balance of power between the Prime Minister and the
President.

Despite these disagreements, the BNP did express
support for some reforms, such as the creation of a
bicameral parliament and limiting the size of the
interim government. However, their objections to key
reforms, particularly those concerning executive
powers, have stalled progress. Prof. Ali Riaz, Vice-
Chairman of the National Consensus Commission,
emphasized that final decisions on reforms must
involve the leadership of all political parties, and that
the BNP's cooperation is crucial for finalizing the
reform process and determining the election timeline.
[Prothom Alo]
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Bangladesh: BNP leader frames party's
reform agenda as principled response to
years of repression

(Im) Acting Chairman of the Bangladesh Nationalist
Party (BNP), Tarique Rahman, has reiterated that the
party does not seek revenge through oppression, but
aims to respond to years of state-led persecution
through the implementation of its 31-point reform
agenda. Speaking virtually at a series of workshops in
Rangpur Division, Rahman described the reform plan
as a non-violent, people-centered strategy to address
the injustices endured by BNP leaders, supporters, and
his own family.

Referring to the 15-16 years of repression since the
political crisis known as 1/11—a reference to January
11, 2007, when a military-backed caretaker
government assumed control and launched a
sweeping anti-corruption crackdown—Rahman
accused former ruling regimes of subjecting BNP
members to false cases, imprisonment, and
intimidation. He said the party’s answer is not
retaliation, but systemic reform that will serve national
interests and restore public trust in governance.

Rahman called upon BNP activists to deliver the
message of the reform plan to all corners of the
country, regardless of political affiliation. He stressed
that the people of Bangladesh still trust the BNP to
bring about positive change and that unity within the
party is essential to uphold that trust.

At the workshops, which were organized by the BNP's
training affairs committee, Rahman and senior party
leaders discussed the need to address national
challenges in education, health, agriculture,
governance, and employment. Highlighting that some
30 million people in the country remain unemployed,
he outlined BNP's strategy to generate jobs through
entrepreneurship, public-private sector initiatives, and
targeted projects.

He also noted that the party would provide platforms
for professionals such as teachers, journalists, and
lawyers to contribute to national development.
According to Rahman, the BNP's political strength lies
in its connection to the grassroots and its history of
reforms initiated under the leadership of his parents,
former Bangladeshi president Ziaur Rahman and first
female prime minister of Bangladesh, Khaleda Zia.

Rahman concluded by warning of both “visible and
invisible” forces working to undermine the party
through disinformation and division. He urged unity
and strategic engagement with the public to confront



these challenges and to build a just and inclusive
society. [Dhaka Tribune] [JUST News BD] [The Daily
Star]

Bangladesh: Court seeks progress report
on arrest warrants against Hasina, Joy,
and Interpol warrant for Hasina's
daughter

(Im) A Dhaka court has directed the officers-in-charge
of 12 police stations to submit progress reports by May
12 regarding the execution of arrest warrants against
former Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina, her son Sajeeb
Wazed Joy, and 16 others in connection with alleged
irregularities in the Purbachal New Town project. The
warrants were issued after the police failed to submit
the required reports by the initial deadline.

On April 25, the Dhaka Metropolitan Senior Special
Judge, Md Zakir Hossain, also requested Interpol to
issue an arrest warrant for Saima Wazed Putul,
Hasina's daughter, in connection with corruption
charges. The court ordered that extradition
proceedings be initiated against Putul, who is also the
World Health Organization (WHO) Regional Director for
South-East Asia.

The charges stem from alleged irregularities in the
allocation of plots in the upscale Purbachal New Town
project area in Dhaka. On April 10, the court issued
arrest warrants for Hasina, Putul, and 18 others
following the acceptance of a charge sheet filed by the
Anti-Corruption Commission (ACC). The ACC has filed
six corruption cases against Hasina and her family,
accusing them of misusing power to secure prime real
estate plots. [The Daily Star]

Authorities have also submitted red notice requests to
Interpol for twelve individuals, including Hasina and
Benazir Ahmed, a former police chief and close ally of
Hasina, who is facing separate corruption charges and
is reportedly absconding with his family.

Hasina, who has been living in exile in India since her
removal during the mass uprising of August 5, 2024, is
also facing extradition requests from Bangladesh.
However, India has not yet officially responded to the
request. [Anadolu Ajansi]

Bangladesh: Kuet students end hunger
strike after 57 hours following removal of
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VC and pro-VC

(Im) Students at Khulna University of Engineering and
Technology (Kuet) have ended a 57-hour hunger strike
after the government relieved the vice-chancellor (VC)
and pro-vice-chancellor (pro-VC) of their duties in an
effort to restore normalcy on campus.

The protest, which began on April 21 with 32 students,
was sparked by unresolved tensions following a violent
clash on February 18 between two student groups.
Protesters claimed they were attacked by a student
political organization and outside individuals, and
accused the administration of supporting a retaliatory
case that listed 22 students by name—details the
protesters say could only have come from internal
sources.

In response, students demanded an end to student
politics and submitted a six-point list of demands,
including the resignation of the VC, pro-VC, and the
director of Student Welfare. Despite their efforts, the
university suspended 37 students—some of whom led
the protests—and subsequently shut down academic
and administrative operations on February 25,
ordering all students to vacate dormitories. A three-
member investigation committee was also established
at the time.

On April 13, students renewed calls for the reopening
of dormitories. After being ignored, they spent nights
outside the closed halls and later re-entered forcibly
on April 15, only to find dorms lacking water, food, and
internet access.

The hunger strike ended early on April 24 when
University Grants Commission member Professor
Tanzimuddin Khan read an official message from the
Ministry of Education confirming that both the VC and
pro-VC had been removed. The Ministry of Information
later confirmed in a press release that a senior
professor will temporarily oversee university
operations, while a search committee will be formed to
appoint permanent replacements. [The Daily Star 1]
[The Daily Star 2]

Bangladesh: 46th BCS written exam
postponed as PSC announces major
reforms to recruitment process

(Im) The Bangladesh Public Service Commission (PSC)
has postponed the 46th Bangladesh Civil Service (BCS)
written examinations, originally scheduled for May 8,
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following several days of protests and a hunger strike
by jobseekers demanding reforms to the recruitment
process. The announcement was made on April 27 by
PSC member Md Zahirul Islam Bhuiyan during a
meeting with demonstrators at Dhaka University.
Protesters ended their hunger strike after the decision
was made public.

Earlier, with the mediation of Local Government and
Rural Development (LGRD) Adviser Asif Mahmud,
discussions were held between representatives of the
protesters and PSC members at the Dhaka University
Journalists' Association office. Asif Mahmud confirmed
that a high-level committee, including Energy Adviser
Muhammad Fouzul Kabir Khan, had been formed to
work on sustainable reforms to the PSC. Protesters’
representatives will participate in discussions with the
committee. [The Daily Star 1]

In a related development, PSC Chairman Mobassher
Monem announced a series of major reforms to the
BCS recruitment process during a press conference at
the PSC office in Agargaon. Key changes include
allowing candidates to submit their cadre preferences
before the viva voce examination instead of afterward,
beginning with the 47th BCS. Additionally, the viva voce
score will be reduced from 200 to 100 marks to create
a more balanced evaluation system.

The preliminary exam for the 47th BCS is scheduled for
June 27 across eight major cities. The PSC also aims to
complete the entire recruitment process—from
preliminary exam to final appointment—within 12
months.

In response to concerns about harassment during
police verification, the PSC will now conduct its own
basic background checks on candidates. Further
verification by other agencies will only be carried out if
necessary, to prevent undue trouble for candidates.

Further reforms include revising the system for
evaluating written scripts to speed up the result-
processing time and modifying the 2023 recruitment
policy to recommend more candidates for non-cadre
posts. A new "master calendar" has been introduced to
streamline all PSC activities within a set timeframe,
aiming to improve efficiency, transparency, and speed
in the BCS recruitment process. [The Daily Star 2]

Bangladesh: Former IGP Mamun, Maj Gen
Ziaul Ahsan brought to ICT over mass
uprising cases


https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-sduykty-l-cu/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-sduykty-l-ql/

(Im) Former Inspector General of Police (IGP)
Chowdhury Abdullah Al-Mamun, former Major General
(forced retired) Ziaul Ahsan, and eleven others were
brought to the International Crimes Tribunal (ICT) on
April 28 in connection with allegations of crimes
against humanity linked to last year's mass uprising,
which culminated in the ouster of ex-Prime Minister
Sheikh Hasina in early August.

The accused also include Jubo League leader Rabiul
Alam and ten former police officials. Jubo League is the
youth wing of the ruling Awami League party,
established to mobilize political support among
younger generations.

The ICT, originally established to try war crimes from
1971, has in recent years also handled politically
sensitive cases where crimes against civilians during
internal unrest are alleged. The July 2024 mass
uprising, which saw large-scale anti-government
protests violently suppressed, is now being
investigated under this expanded interpretation of the
tribunal’'s mandate. [The Daily Star]

Bangladesh: ACC files corruption cases
against engineers and contractors over
embezzled road funds

(Im) The Anti-Corruption Commission (ACC) has filed
two separate cases against four engineers and two
contractors of the Local Government Engineering
Department (LGED) on charges of corruption and
embezzlement linked to road development projects in
Tangail's Nagarpur upazila (sub-district).

According to the ACC, the accused colluded to
fraudulently raise bills and embezzled BDT 3,101,591
(approximately USD 26,116) and BDT 2,157,516
(approximately USD 18,162) from the two projects
without conducting any actual road construction work.
[The Daily Star]

Bangladesh: United International
University shuts down indefinitely after
leadership resignations

(Im) United International University (UIU), a leading
private research university in Dhaka, announced an
indefinite shutdown following the resignation of its vice
chancellor and 11 department heads. The decision was
made public on April 27 via the university's official
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Facebook page, citing "unforeseen circumstances."
According to Registrar Zulfiqur Rahman, all academic
and administrative activities will remain suspended
until further notice. [The Daily Star 1]

The Association of Private Universities of Bangladesh
(APUB) expressed deep concern over the situation,
stressing that any issues related to student demands
should be addressed formally and, if unresolved,
raised through appropriate channels like the University
Grants Commission (UGC). APUB also emphasized that
academic disruptions harm students, who rely on their
families' financial support for higher education, and
warned that delays could affect their future prospects.
[The Daily Star 2]

Bangladesh: 137 journalists implicated in
32 criminal cases

(Im) At least 137 journalists have been implicated in 32
criminal cases filed across multiple districts in
Bangladesh, including Dhaka, Chattogram, Bogura, and
Rajshahi, related to last year's mass uprising, which
culminated in the ouster of ex-Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina in early August 2024. The journalists have been
charged with serious offenses such as murder,
attempted murder, unlawful assembly, rioting,
abduction, vandalism, extortion, assault, and even
crimes against humanity.

The cases were filed between August 2024 and April
2025, and many of the journalists are named as co-
accused alongside former Prime Minister Hasina. Some
of these charges are under the Explosive Substances
Act. The Dhaka Union of Journalists (DUJ) has raised
alarms about the impact on freedom of expression,
particularly regarding the targeting of journalists under
murder allegations, which is a new phenomenon in
Bangladesh.

Dhaka Metropolitan Public Prosecutor Omar Faruq
Farugi argued that some journalists, by providing
favorable coverage of Sheikh Hasina and supporting
her government, were aiding the accused militants,
even though many of these journalists were not
directly involved in the alleged crimes. The accusations
have raised the specter of politically motivated action
and have sparked debates over the validity of the
charges, especially in cases where no direct connection
to the crimes has been established.

The international community, including rights groups,
has expressed concern over the increasing threat to
press freedom in Bangladesh. The Dhaka Union of
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Journalists has condemned these actions, emphasizing
the detrimental impact on journalists’ safety and the
culture of fear within the profession.

Meanwhile, some of the journalists, including
prominent figures from major media outlets, remain in
custody, with several receiving bail. [The Daily Star]

Bangladesh: Twelve years after Rana
Plaza collapse, victims still await justice
and rehabilitation

(Im) As Bangladesh marks the twelfth anniversary of
the Rana Plaza disaster, survivors and rights groups
continue to demand justice, compensation, and
rehabilitation for the thousands of workers affected by
the collapse of the nine-story commercial building in
Savar on April 24, 2013. The collapse, one of the
world's deadliest industrial disasters, claimed at least
1,136 lives and injured over 2,400 garment workers.

At a discussion held on April 23 by the Bangladesh
Legal Aid and Services Trust (BLAST), participants
sharply criticized the government’s failure to conclude
judicial proceedings or deliver adequate support to
victims. Survivors recounted ongoing disability,
poverty, and lack of medical care. Activists demanded
the land be used to build a memorial and rehabilitation
center, and for April 24 to be declared a national day of
mourning.

Despite multiple legal cases filed, including on
corruption and negligence, no verdict has been
delivered. Rights groups called the inaction a symbol of
impunity and urged swift, coordinated judicial
resolution. [Dhaka Tribune 1] [Dhaka Tribune 2]

Bangladesh: Government considers
Interpol red alerts to track down factory
owners over unpaid wages

(Im) The Bangladeshi government has warned that it
may issue red alerts through Interpol to locate factory
owners who fail to pay workers.

Labour and Employment Adviser Brigadier General
(retired) M Sakhawat Hossain stated at a press
conference that stern action would be taken against
owners who have not honored previous wage
commitments. He emphasized that the Ministry of
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Home Affairs would coordinate with Interpol to track
down factory owners who are absent or in hiding.

The ministry is currently addressing wage disputes at
six garment factories: Dird Group, Stylecraft, Youngone
BD, Mahmud Group, TNZ Group, Generation Next, and
Roar Fashion.

Additionally, the central bank has been instructed to
investigate commercial banks that issued loans to
these companies without properly assessing their
financial capacity. Banks involved have been asked to
submit financial statements for review, as part of
broader efforts to ensure financial accountability in the
sector. [Asia News Network]

Bangladesh: Power supply halt at DEPZ
factories, production resumes via
alternative lines

(Im) At least 90 factories in the Dhaka Export
Processing Zone (DEPZ) were forced to halt production
on April 28 after United Power, the power supplier,
stopped supplying electricity to the factories. The
disruption occurred after Titas Gas authorities
disconnected the gas supply to United Power, citing
outstanding payments.

However, production resumed on April 29 as factories
began using electricity from the Bangladesh Rural
Electrification Board through an alternative power
route. By midday, around 70 percent of the factories
had restarted operations.

DEPZ Executive Director Md Shariful Islam confirmed
the suspension of gas supply, explaining that the
power plant could not generate electricity without gas,
leading to the temporary closure of the factories and
affecting around 100,000 workers. [The Daily Star]

Bangladesh: Foreign aid allocation to be
trimmed in next budget

(Im) The interim government of Bangladesh plans to
reduce its foreign aid utilization target by 15 percent,
setting it at BDT 850 billion (USD 7.05 billion) for the
upcoming fiscal year. This reduction follows persistent
inefficiencies in the execution of aid-funded projects,
resulting in billions of dollars in unused development
funds.
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The proposed allocation under the Annual
Development Programme (ADP) for the next fiscal year
will be part of an overall outlay of BDT 2,300 billion
(USD 19.18 billion), with BDT 850 billion (USD 7.05
billion) earmarked for foreign funds. This reduction
reflects the spending capabilities of various ministries
and divisions.

During the first nine months of the current fiscal year,
only BDT 324.11 billion (USD 2.67 billion) in foreign
funds, or about 32.5 percent of the target, was spent.
In comparison, the previous fiscal year saw higher
spending levels. Government officials have attributed
this underutilization to poor project design, delayed
approvals, political shifts, and challenges like
procurement delays and land acquisition issues.

A recent Economic Relations Division (ERD) report
highlighted the causes behind the sluggish
implementation of aid-funded projects, including
inadequate planning, untrained personnel, and lengthy
approval processes. The report pointed out that many
projects face frequent revisions before work even
begins, contributing to further delays and cost
overruns.

For instance, Bangladesh's Asian Development Bank
(ADB) report revealed the country paid USD 3.58
million in commitment charges last year due to
undisbursed loan balances. The Greater Dhaka
Sustainable Urban Transport Project, for example, saw
its cost rise by 94 percent, with the loan amount
increasing by 63 percent due to delays and cost
overruns. [The Daily Star]

Bangladesh: BTRC approves Starlink
license, awaits final telecom ministry
approval

(Im) The Bangladesh Telecommunication Regulatory
Commission (BTRC) has approved Starlink’s application
for a satellite internet license and forwarded the
proposal to the Ministry of Posts and
Telecommunications for final pre-approval, officials
confirmed on April 27.

Starlink Services Bangladesh Ltd, a subsidiary of Elon
Musk’s SpaceX, applied for the license on April 7 under
the BTRC's newly issued guidelines for Non-
Geostationary Orbit (NGSO) Satellite Services
Operators. Following a swift evaluation process,
including site inspections and document verification,
BTRC recommended granting the license, marking the
fastest processing time for such an application to date.
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Starlink has been seeking entry into the Bangladeshi
market since 2021. Earlier this year, Chief Adviser
Muhammad Yunus directed authorities to facilitate
Starlink’'s commercial launch within 90 days. The
Bangladesh Investment Development Authority
approved Starlink’s operational registration on March
29.

Industry observers note that Starlink’s success in
Bangladesh will depend heavily on its final pricing
strategy and regulatory conditions. If approved by the
telecom ministry, Starlink could commercially launch
services in Bangladesh within a few months,
significantly advancing the country's digital connectivity
ambitions. [The Daily Star]

Bangladesh: World Bank provides USD 850
million for bay terminal and social
protection reforms

(Im) Bangladesh has secured USD 850 million in
financing from the World Bank’s International
Development Association (IDA) to support the
development of a deep-sea port at Bay Terminal and to
modernize its national social protection system, aiming
to create jobs and promote inclusive growth.

The majority of the funding—USD 650 million—will go
toward the Bay Terminal Marine Infrastructure
Development Project, which will expand Bangladesh's
export competitiveness by increasing the port's
capacity and efficiency. The project will include the
construction of a six-kilometer climate-resilient
breakwater and new access channels, enabling the
terminal to accommodate larger vessels and reduce
vessel turnaround time. Officials estimate this could
save the economy approximately USD 1 million per
day. The terminal is expected to handle 36 percent of
the country's container volume and directly benefit
over one million people by improving regional and
international connectivity.

The remaining USD 200 million will fund the
Strengthening Social Protection for Improved
Resilience, Inclusion and Targeting (SSPIRIT) Project,
which will provide cash transfers and livelihood
services to 4.5 million people—particularly youth,
women, persons with disabilities, and workers in
climate-vulnerable regions. The project aims to
establish a national dynamic social registry to better
identify and serve vulnerable populations.[Dhaka
Tribune]
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Bangladesh: Agreement with IMF nears;
two loan tranches likely to be released

(Im) Talks between Bangladesh and the International
Monetary Fund (IMF) in Washington have made
significant progress, with key disagreements over
exchange rate flexibility and revenue generation
narrowing. Officials now expect a consensus to be
reached soon, potentially leading to the release of both
the fourth and fifth instalments of the USD 4.7 billion
loan package.

Finance Adviser Salehuddin Ahmed, who is leading the
delegation, said that a consensus is within reach
following several meetings with IMF officials, including
Deputy Managing Director Nigel Clarke. The
discussions began after an IMF delegation visited
Dhaka earlier in April but left without a staff-level
agreement due to outstanding differences on revenue
reforms and foreign exchange policy.

The IMF has called for a clearer roadmap to improve
Bangladesh's low revenue-to-GDP ratio and urged
more flexibility in the country’s exchange rate regime.
It also recommended structural reforms at the
National Board of Revenue (NBR), including separating
the policymaking and implementation arms.

While Bangladesh has pushed back on moving
immediately to a fully market-based exchange rate, its
officials emphasized that they are more committed
than ever to reforms. Finance Adviser Ahmed noted
that foreign exchange reserves and remittance inflows
have already improved, while inflation has eased.

Bangladesh Bank Governor Ahsan H Mansur affirmed
the interim government's dedication to economic
stability, stating that its goal is to hand over a more
stable economy to the next elected government. He
said the administration had met all IMF foreign reserve
targets since September 2024—a record the previous
government struggled with.

Lutfey Siddiqi, special envoy on international affairs,
emphasized that the push for reform is domestically
driven rather than externally imposed, cautioning
against framing the IMF as coercive. [The Daily Star]

Bangladesh: Adviser says Chittagong Hill
Tracts now more peaceful despite security
challenges
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(Im) The Chittagong Hill Tracts (CHT), a hilly and
ethnically diverse region in southeastern Bangladesh,
has become more peaceful than in previous decades,
according to Home Affairs Adviser Lt Gen (retd) Md
Jahangir Alam Chowdhury. Speaking after a security
briefing in Chattogram, he addressed recent incidents
in the area, including the abduction of five Chittagong
University students and concerns about cross-border
armed groups.

The adviser stated that the kidnapping incident should
not be seen as unique to the CHT, emphasizing that
such crimes occur across the country. Reflecting on his
past deployments to the area, he asserted that security
has improved significantly over time.

He also addressed public concern over a video
allegedly showing Arakan Army fighters in the CHT. The
Arakan Army is an ethnic armed group from
Myanmar's Rakhine State that has been engaged in an
armed conflict with the Myanmar military. While the
group is not officially active in Bangladesh, some of its
members are believed to have familial ties across the
border. Chowdhury warned against drawing firm
conclusions based on social media videos, particularly
from platforms like TikTok, which may not reflect the
full truth.

He explained that the Arakan Army currently controls
stretches of the Myanmar border and is known to
demand informal payments from traders, even as the
Myanmar government collects official taxes. He
emphasized the need for a nuanced understanding of
the issue and reiterated that the Bangladesh border is
fully secured. [The Daily Star]

Bangladesh: Many cases filed for personal
gains, says law adviser; IGP assures no
wrongful arrests

(Im) Inspector General of Police (IGP) Baharul Alam and
Law Adviser Dr. Asif Nazrul have expressed concerns
over the current process for filing complaints, which
they say is exploited for personal, financial, or vengeful
motives. The IGP highlighted that the current system
allows individuals to file complaints without initial
verification, leading to the registration of cases that
may not be legitimate, often for harassment or
personal gain. Alam noted that complaints, whether
true or false, are initially accepted by police, and the
truth is determined later through investigations.

The comments came after a high-profile case was filed,
accusing ousted ex-Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina and
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over 400 others, including actors, doctors, journalists,
and lawyers, in connection with the murder of BNP
activist Mahfuz Alam Shraban. Alam explained that
many cases, especially since August 5, 2024 - the day
Hasina fled the country to neighboring Bangladesh -
were filed with dishonest intentions to extort money or
harass people, with some cases involving hundreds of
individuals who were not involved in the crimes.
However, the IGP assured that law enforcers have
been instructed not to arrest innocent people and that
only those with proven allegations will be detained.

In a separate briefing, Law Adviser Asif Nazrul also
raised concerns about the increasing number of
malicious and harassing cases, particularly those filed
to seize property or businesses. He stated that there
are no restrictions on filing cases under Bangladeshi
law, but cases lacking objectivity should not result in
arrests. He emphasized that the home ministry has
repeatedly directed that no one should be arrested
unless the complaint is credible and substantiated by
investigation. [The Daily Star]

Bhutan: CBS research initiative faces
challenges as researcher attrition raises
concerns over long-term sustainability

(Im) Four years after launching an initiative to build
research capacity within the civil service, the Centre for
Bhutan and Gross National Happiness Studies (CBS) is
facing significant challenges in maintaining its research
pool. Originally designed to train 108 civil servants in
research methodologies and support evidence-based
policymaking, the program has seen a steep decline in
participants. As of April 2025, only 32 of the original 91
officials who joined remained, including seven from
state-owned enterprises and autonomous agencies.
Factors contributing to the attrition include migration,
internal transfers, limited incentives, and unclear
career progression within the civil service.

While some researchers have pursued advanced
degrees through scholarships, many expressed
frustration over the program'’s lack of structured
support and long-term planning. Although CBS
emphasizes the development of individual research
skills and points to significant outputs—such as the
production of 824 research papers totaling over 4.5
million words—many participants feel that inconsistent
training, weak career incentives, and poor coordination
have undermined the initiative’s original goals.

CBS President Dasho Karma Ura defended the
program's value, highlighting improvements in writing
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skills, cross-sectoral collaboration, and broader
perspectives among participating civil servants.
Researchers used the Gross National Happiness (GNH)
screening tool to independently review major
government policies and contributed to evaluations
across sectors ranging from health and education to
environmental planning. CBS also envisions future
collaboration with religious institutions to further
expand research in Choekey and Dzongkha, traditional
languages important for Bhutan's intellectual
development. [Kuensel]

Bhutan: National minimum wage remains
among the world’s lowest

(Im) Bhutan's national minimum wage stands at BTN
6,450 (approximately USD 77) per month, placing it
over 50 times lower than Australia’s minimum wage of
BTN 351,000 (approximately USD 4,181) per month as
of July 2024. The disparity has sparked renewed debate
on wage policy, legal frameworks, and economic equity
in Bhutan.

While many unskilled laborers in Bhutan—particularly
in urban areas—reportedly earn closer to BTN 1,000
(approximately USD 12) per day, the official minimum
wage remains fixed at BTN 215 (approximately USD
2.56) per day. Despite being widely surpassed in
practice, the statutory wage continues to serve as the
legal basis for calculating fines, child alimony, and
other penalties.

Following an official visit to Australia, Bhutanese official
Dr. Tshering Cigay highlighted the benefits of
Australia’s wage-setting framework, which is overseen
by the independent Fair Work Commission. The
commission raised Australia’s minimum wage by 3.75
percent in 2024 and ties adjustments to inflation, cost
of living, and economic indicators. Dr. Cigay suggested
Bhutan consider shifting to a “penalty unit” system for
fines—decoupling them from the minimum wage.

Rising living costs in Bhutan have added urgency to the
debate. In Thimphu, rent for a bachelor unit ranges
from BTN 8,000 to BTN 10,000 (approximately USD 95
to USD 119) per month, while two- to three-bedroom
apartments range between BTN 12,000 and BTN
15,000 (approximately USD 142 to USD 178).
Meanwhile, inflation rose to 3.38 percent in February
2025, according to the National Statistics Bureau.

By contrast, average rent in Perth, Australia, is around
BTN 27,000 (approximately USD 321) per week for a
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two-bedroom apartment, often requiring shared
housing arrangements among Bhutanese migrants.

As of 2025, an estimated 64,000 Bhutanese have
migrated to Australia in pursuit of higher wages and
better opportunities. [Kuensel]

Bhutan: Norbugang Industrial Park
reaches halfway mark with September
deadline looming

(Im) Samtse’s Norbugang Industrial Park, a major
infrastructure project launched in March 2024, has
reached only 40.5 percent physical completion and
37.16 percent financial progress, despite having just six
months left before its scheduled completion on
September 24, 2025. The total project budget stands at
BTN 489.9 million (USD 5.87 million).

The Department of Industry under the Ministry of
Industry, Commerce and Employment (MolCE)
emphasized that work is now focused on critical
infrastructure to ensure early operational readiness.
This includes road access and internal park structures,
although progress has been uneven. Out of 15
industrial plots planned, 10 have been allotted and
eight are under construction. Proposals for further
industrial use are under review, in line with Bhutan's
broader industrial development strategy.

However, some local concerns have emerged over
limited employment opportunities. Authorities
acknowledged that the construction of ferroalloy
plants—one of the key industries in the park—requires
specialized expertise, leading companies to bring in
foreign workers. Still, the department said civil works
are handled by Bhutanese contractors, and firms have
committed to employing at least 50 percent Bhutanese
workers during operations. [Kuensel]

Bhutan: Relocation efforts underway for
Gelephu International Airport project

(Im) Preparations are advancing for the development
of the Gelephu International Airport, a major
component of the Gelephu Mindfulness City (GMC)
initiative, with interim relocation of affected families
now underway. A total of 29 landowners from
Samtenthang and Samtenling chiwogs (local electoral
precincts) in Samtenling Gewog (an administrative
block similar to a county) are being relocated,
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impacting 179 land plots in the first phase. Affected
families are receiving financial assistance of BTN 9,500
(USD 114) per month for rations and BTN 9,000 (USD
108) for rent during the interim period, with further
compensation planned for income losses from crops
and livestock.

The airport project, scheduled to begin construction in
July 2025 and expected to open by 2029, has
introduced a novel land tokenisation system, offering
affected landowners digital tokens instead of
traditional compensation. These tokens represent
future claims on land value appreciation, allowing
owners to invest, construct, or transfer ownership
rights. Authorities view tokenisation as a long-term
strategy to ensure that original landowners continue to
benefit from the economic growth generated by GMC.
[Kuensel]

Bhutan: Forest fires cause over USD 6.24
million in timber losses

(Im) Forest fires in Bhutan have caused an estimated
BTN 520 million (USD 6.24 million) in timber losses
over a five-month period from November 2024 to
March 2025, according to a preliminary assessment by
the Department of Forests and Park Services (DoFPS).
The fires destroyed approximately 12,000 acres of
forest during this period, adding to a cumulative loss of
70,696 acres (about 286 square kilometers) over the
past five years. Although this represents only about
0.75 percent of Bhutan's total land area, the
destruction is significant, amounting to an area ten
times the size of Thimphu city or a 2.3-kilometer-wide
barren strip along the entire 125-kilometer Paro-
Punakha highway.

The damage poses risks not only to the economy but
also to Bhutan'’s constitutional commitment to
maintaining at least 60 percent forest cover and its
international pledge to remain carbon neutral. Mature
forests, crucial as carbon sinks, have been severely
impacted, threatening Bhutan’s ability to sustain its net
carbon dioxide sequestration levels, reported at 6.79
million tons in 2022. Although young trees eventually
contribute to carbon absorption, mature trees are far
more effective, absorbing between 10 and 21
kilograms of carbon dioxide annually.

The government's response includes mobilizing 4,622
firefighters over 94 days and developing a Nationwide
Forest Fire Prevention and Response Strategy. Past
measures, such as constructing firelines around
cultural sites and conducting controlled burns, have
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had limited success. The new strategy emphasizes
revitalizing community-based forest fire management
groups, many of which had become inactive due to
expired management plans and funding shortages.
The Department is also exploring the use of Al-
powered surveillance and geospatial technologies for
quicker detection and better fire modeling. Public
awareness campaigns continue to form a key part of
prevention efforts, with national and local outreach
being expanded. [Kuensel]

India: Government cracks down in
Kashmir as Modi vows vengeance for
deadly attack

(Im) The April 22, 2025 Pahalgam terror attack in
Indian-administered Kashmir has left 26 civilians dead,
triggering widespread public outrage across the
country. Prime Minister Narendra Modi vowed to track
down the perpetrators, promising to "pursue them to
the ends of the Earth" and take severe action against
those responsible. The attack, which targeted tourists
in Kashmir, has raised significant security concerns and
presented a major political test for Modi's government,
which has long emphasized its strength on national
security.

Indian authorities have blamed Lashkar-e-Taiba (LeT), a
Pakistan-based militant group, for the attack, offering a
bounty of INR 2 million (USD 23,500) for information
leading to the arrest of the suspects. The attackers
reportedly forced the victims to recite the Islamic
declaration of faith, killing those who refused. This
violent act has not only shattered the narrative of
peace and normalization in Kashmir following the 2019
revocation of the region’s semi-autonomous status but
also struck a blow to Kashmir's burgeoning tourism
sector, which had seen record tourist arrivals in 2024.

Adding to the crisis, the Indian government has
admitted to a security lapse during an all-party
meeting chaired by Defense Minister Rajnath Singh,
where the government acknowledged that its security
measures failed to prevent the attack. The Indian
National Congress (INC), the main opposition party,
has criticized the government's inability to ensure the
safety of civilians, given the increasing security
challenges in Kashmir. [The Hindu 1]

The attack has also dealt a major blow to Kashmir's
growing tourism sector, which had reached a record
3.5 million tourist visits in 2024, a milestone that India
had touted as proof of success following the
revocation of Kashmir's semi-autonomous status by
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Modi's government in 2019. The violence shattered
this narrative, adding pressure on the government to
respond decisively without escalating tensions with
Pakistan, a nuclear-armed neighbor. [Channel
NewsAsia] [The Guardian]

In response to the attack, Indian security forces have
launched an intensified crackdown across Kashmir,
demolishing the homes of at least 10 alleged militants
and detaining more than 1,500 people for questioning.
The controlled demolitions of properties linked to
suspected militants in districts such as Pulwama,
Kulgam, and Shopian have sparked protests from local
residents, many of whom claim that innocent families
are being caught in the sweep. While the government
defends these measures as necessary to dismantle
terror networks, regional political parties have
expressed concerns about the humanitarian impact
and the fairness of targeting families with no direct
involvement in militant activities. [BBC] [The Hindu 2]
[The Hindu 3]

The attack has also led to increased harassment of
Kashmiri students in other parts of India, further
inflaming tensions.

India: Congress navigates nationalism and
accountability after Pahalgam terror
attack, observers note

(Im) Observers analyzing the main opposition Indian
National Congress (INC) party's response to the
Pahalgam terror attack, which killed 26 people in
Jammu and Kashmir's popular tourist destination,
highlight the party's efforts to balance national
solidarity with demands for government accountability.

INC President Mallikarjun Kharge initially emphasized
that it was not a time for partisan politics. However,
the Congress Working Committee (CWC) later nuanced
this stance, reportedly expressing support for the
government's position on Pakistan while calling for a
review of intelligence failures and security lapses in a
Union Territory directly administered by the Union
Home Ministry.

At an all-party meeting chaired by the Defense
Minister, Leader of the Opposition Rahul Gandhi
reportedly suggested that only sheer luck had
prevented an even greater tragedy. Commentators
note that while the INC acknowledged the targeting of
victims based on faith, it resisted framing the attack in
communal terms, instead emphasizing unity across
communities. The CWC also criticized what it described
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as efforts by the Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) of Prime
Minister Modi to politically exploit the tragedy through
official and proxy social media platforms.

Analysts observe that the INC continues to promote a
conception of nationalism aimed at uniting citizens
regardless of religious or cultural identity, contrasting
it with what it characterizes as the BJP and Rashtriya
Swayamsevak Sangh'’s (RSS) divisive approach. The
INC's longstanding position has been to avoid linking
terrorism to any particular religion, a stance that has
often drawn accusations from the BJP of being "soft on
terror," particularly during the INC-led United
Progressive Alliance (UPA) government. In contrast,
observers note that the Modi government has
successfully cultivated an image of decisiveness
through military actions such as the Balakot air strikes,
reinforced by favorable media narratives that
discourage criticism in the aftermath of terror attacks.
[The Hindu]

India: Supreme Court seeks government
response on plea challenging surrogacy
bar

(Im) The Supreme Court of India has sought the
government's response to a petition filed by a 45-year-
old divorced and single man challenging provisions of
the Surrogacy (Regulation) Act, 2021, which restrict
access to surrogacy to legally married couples and
widowed or divorced women. The petitioner argues
that excluding single and divorced men violates
fundamental rights under Articles 14 (right to equality)
and 21 (right to a dignified life) of the Constitution, and
urged the Court to recognize reproductive autonomy
as part of constitutionally protected rights.

The petition contends that denying access to surrogacy
solely on the basis of gender and marital status is
arbitrary and discriminatory, particularly given that the
Act expressly permits divorced women aged 35 to 45
to pursue surrogacy. Citing rising divorce rates and
societal challenges faced by divorced men in India, the
petitioner argues that the restrictions are rooted in
outdated patriarchal norms rather than scientific or
child welfare considerations. He maintains that the
state has no compelling interest in enforcing such
exclusions and that doing so unjustly deprives single,
divorced men of the opportunity to become biological
parents. [The Hindu]
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India: Government considers opening
nuclear power sector to 49 percent
foreign investment

(Im) India is preparing to allow foreign companies to
own up to 49 percent stakes in its nuclear power
plants. The plan forms part of a broader strategy to
boost India's nuclear capacity twelvefold to 100
gigawatts by 2047, supporting the country’s shift away
from coal toward cleaner energy sources.

The proposed reforms would amend the Civil Liability
for Nuclear Damage Act of 2010 and the Atomic Energy
Act of 1960, allowing private and foreign investment
under a government-approval framework, rather than
an automatic route. Legal changes are expected to be
presented to the federal cabinet soon, with the
government aiming to pass the amendments during
the monsoon session of Parliament in July 2025.

Currently, India's nuclear sector is fully state-
controlled, with just over 8 gigawatts of installed
capacity—accounting for about 2 percent of the
country’s electricity mix. In addition to permitting
minority foreign stakes, the reforms would enable
private companies to build, own, and operate nuclear
plants, and to mine and manufacture atomic fuel
under licensing arrangements.

The government hopes that opening the sector will
also revitalize investment negotiations with the United
States, following the 2008 civil nuclear agreement that
has so far seen limited commercial outcomes due to
liability concerns. Companies such as Westinghouse
Electric, GE-Hitachi, Electricité de France, and Rosatom
have reportedly shown interest in participating in
India’s nuclear projects as technology partners,
suppliers, contractors, and service providers.

Domestically, major conglomerates including Reliance
Industries, Tata Power, Adani Power, and Vedanta Ltd
have held discussions with the government, signaling
potential investments worth about USD 26 billion.
[Reuters]

India: World Bank cuts growth forecast as
U.S. tariffs threaten further slowdown

(Im) India's economic growth outlook is facing rising
headwinds as global uncertainty and new U.S. tariffs
threaten to undermine momentum.
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On April 23, the World Bank revised its economic
growth forecast for India downward to 6.3 percent for
the current fiscal year, a 0.4 percentage point cut from
its earlier estimate in October 2024. The Bank cited
global economic headwinds, trade uncertainty, and
limited resilience across South Asia as primary reasons
for the adjustment.

While India is expected to benefit from monetary
easing and regulatory reforms designed to boost
private investment, the World Bank warned that these
gains would likely be offset by global weakness and
ongoing policy volatility. The downgrade follows a
similar move by the International Monetary Fund (IMF),
which earlier reduced its projection for India’s 2025
fiscal growth from 6.5 percent to 6.2 percent. Both
figures remain slightly below the Reserve Bank of
India’s domestic estimate of 6.5 percent, reflecting
growing caution among international financial
institutions. [Reuters 1]

Compounding the challenge, Finance Secretary Ajay
Seth warned that the recently imposed tariffs by the
administration of U.S. President Donald Trump could
further reduce India's GDP growth by 0.2 to 0.5
percentage points this fiscal year. Speaking at a
Hudson Institute event in Washington during the
Spring Meetings of the International Monetary Fund
(IMF) and World Bank, Seth explained that while India’s
economy is currently projected to grow by 6.5 percent,
the direct and indirect impact of U.S. trade measures
could erode this momentum.

He further highlighted that second-order effects, such
as slower global growth and broader trade disruptions,
could deepen the adverse impact on India’'s economy.
Nevertheless, Seth expressed cautious optimism that
India could achieve a potential growth rate of around 7
percent over the next decade, although he
acknowledged this would fall short of the pace needed
to fully meet India's long-term development goals.
[Reuters 2]

India: Business activity hits 8-month high
in April on surge in export orders

(Im) India’s private sector activity accelerated to an
eight-month high in April 2025, driven by a surge in
foreign demand for manufactured goods, according to
the HSBC Flash India Composite Purchasing Managers'
Index (PMI) released on April 23. The PMI rose to 60.0,
up from 59.5 in March, indicating robust growth in
both manufacturing and services. A reading above 50
signifies expansion.
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The manufacturing index climbed to 58.4, its highest in
a year, while the services index rose to 59.1, the
strongest pace in four months. The standout factor
was a sharp increase in new export orders, which hit
their highest level since the index began tracking in
September 2014. This boost in global demand is
attributed in part to the temporary 90-day suspension
of sweeping U.S. tariffs announced by President
Donald Trump on April 2.

Manufacturers, in particular, saw a notable expansion
in both output and employment, with April registering
the highest job creation in the goods sector since
March 2005. The services sector also recorded hiring
gains due to rising demand.

While input costs accelerated in manufacturing but
slowed in services, companies were largely able to
pass higher costs onto consumers. As a result, selling
prices rose, particularly among manufacturers.

Despite the strong current performance, business
confidence softened overall, with optimism among
service providers dipping to an eight-month low,
reflecting broader concerns about sustaining
momentum amid global trade uncertainty. [Reuters]

India: Carbon-heavy sectors assigned
binding green targets under new carbon
trading rules

(rt) India’s Environment Ministry has for the first time
set binding greenhouse gas (GHG) emission intensity
(GEI) reduction targets for high-emission industries,
including aluminum, cement, and pulp and paper.

Beginning in fiscal year 2025-26, 282 obligated entities
across the country will be required to meet specific GEI
reduction goals. Industrial units that fail to meet their
targets will be required to purchase carbon credit
certificates from the Indian carbon market and may
also face penalties for non-compliance.

The targets have been outlined under the compliance
mechanism of the Carbon Trading Scheme 2023. The
Environment Ministry released a draft notification on
the GEl targets, which will be finalized after considering
objections and suggestions from stakeholders. [The
Times of India]
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India: Air India in early talks to acquire
Boeing jets rejected by Chinese airlines

(Im) Air India is in preliminary discussions with U.S.
aircraft manufacturer Boeing to acquire approximately
10 737 MAX jets originally destined for Chinese airlines.
The move comes after escalating U.S.-China trade
tensions prompted several Chinese customers to
cancel or defer their orders, with Boeing now
redirecting aircraft to alternative buyers.

The negotiations are focused on supplying planes to
Air India's low-cost subsidiary, Air India Express, which
currently operates a fleet of over 100 aircraft. If an
agreement is reached, the additional planes could be
delivered and integrated into the Air India Express fleet
by the end of 2025. [Reuters]

India: Samsung to invest USD 117 million
in southern facility despite recent labor
disputes

(Im) South Korea's Samsung Electronics will invest INR
10 billion (USD 117 million) to expand its
manufacturing facility near Chennai, Tamil Nadu,
according to a statement by the state's Minister for
Industries, Investment Promotion and Commerce, T. R.
B. Rajaa. The move comes only months after the plant
was the site of worker protests following employee
suspensions.

The Chennai factory, which manufactures
refrigerators, televisions, and washing machines,
employs more than 2,000 workers and accounted for
about 20 percent of Samsung's USD 12 billion in sales
in India during the 2022-2023 fiscal year.

In February, workers staged a sit-in at the plant,
protesting suspensions—a second major labor dispute
in less than six months. In late 2024, the factory also
faced a five-week strike over wage demands and union
recognition, which Samsung eventually addressed.

Despite tensions, including accusations of union-
busting by the workers' union—claims Samsung
denies, insisting it complies with all applicable laws—
the company is moving forward with the new
investment. The expansion is expected to create 100
additional jobs, reinforcing what Minister Rajaa
described as Samsung's "faith in the labor force of
Tamil Nadu." [Reuters]
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India: Government urges companies to
acquire key raw material assets overseas
to secure steel expansion

(rt) India is encouraging its major companies to acquire
key raw material assets overseas—including iron ore,
coking coal, limestone, and dolomite—to support the
country’s ambitious steel production expansion,
according to Steel Secretary Sandeep Poundrik.
Speaking at an industry event in Mumbai, Poundrik
emphasized that “raw material securitization is the
most important aspect of steelmaking" as India targets
boosting its steelmaking capacity from around 200
million tons currently to 300 million tons by 2030.

To achieve this, coking coal imports are projected to
surge to 160 million tons by 2030, up from
approximately 58 million tons today. India already
relies on imports for 85 percent of its coking coal
needs, with Australia supplying more than half of that
volume.

Despite a slight decline of 0.7 percent in coking coal
imports in the last fiscal year, largely due to lower
shipments from Australia and the United States,
demand is expected to grow strongly. Efforts are
underway to diversify sources, including exploring
partnerships with Mongolia, though logistical hurdles
remain.

State-run miner NMDC Limited is currently
investigating potential acquisitions of coking coal
assets in Indonesia and Australia, according to
Chairman Amitava Mukherjee. Major private
steelmakers such as Tata Steel Limited and JSW Steel
Limited are also expected to play a role in securing
overseas resources. [Reuters]

India: Uttar Pradesh launches drive
against encroachments along India-Nepal
border

(Im) The Uttar Pradesh state government has launched
a campaign to remove illegal structures and reclaim
state-owned land along a radius of 0 to 15 kilometers
from the India-Nepal border. The move, conducted
between April 25 and 27, follows heightened security
concerns after the recent terror attack in Pahalgam,
Kashmir.

Authorities identified and cleared 227 illegal
encroachments on government land within 10
kilometers of the border in Bahraich's Nanpara tehsil.
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(A tehsil is an administrative division in India, typically
comprising a cluster of villages and smaller towns
under a local revenue officer.) In Siddharthnagar
district, illegal constructions were confirmed at five
locations, including a mosque and a madrasa.
Seventeen unrecognized madrasas were shut down in
Shravasti district, along with seven in the Jamunha
subdivision and ten in the Bhinga subdivision, citing
missing documentation.

Similar enforcement actions occurred in Maharajganj
and Balrampur districts. In Balrampur, seven
encroachments are undergoing eviction proceedings
under Section 67 of the Uttar Pradesh Revenue Code
Rules, 2016. The government stated that district
administrations have been directed to expedite
removals and ensure continuous monitoring.

However, the campaign has sparked concerns over its
impact on cross-border trade. Temporary structures
and informal businesses play a vital role in commerce
along the porous border. Traders, such as those
operating near the Rupaidiha border—a key route
handling trade worth approximately INR 85 billion
(USD 1 billion) annually—criticized the suddenness of
the actions.

Opposition figures also questioned the campaign’s
focus on religious institutions. Officials from the
Samajwadi Party criticized what they called the
"deliberate targeting" of madrasas, arguing that
enforcement should instead prioritize tackling
counterfeit currency issues, a longstanding problem in
the border region. [The Hindu]

India: Government advises media against
live coverage of defense operations

(Im) The Union Ministry of Information and
Broadcasting issued an advisory on April 26, urging all
media channels to refrain from live coverage of
defense operations and the movement of security
forces, citing concerns over national security.

The advisory, prompted by reports of planned major
anti-terrorist operations following the recent Pahalgam
terror attack in Jammu and Kashmir, specifically
cautioned against real-time reporting, dissemination of
visuals, or publication of information based on
unofficial sources. Authorities emphasized that
premature disclosure of sensitive details could assist
hostile elements and jeopardize the safety of security
personnel and operational effectiveness.
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Drawing on lessons from past incidents such as the
Kargil war, the 26/11 Mumbai terror attacks, and the
Kandahar hijacking, the Ministry highlighted the
adverse consequences that unrestricted media
coverage had previously caused to national interests.
The advisory reminded all media platforms, digital
outlets, and social media users of their legal and moral
responsibility to avoid compromising security
operations. It reiterated the need to adhere to Rule
6(1)(p) of the Cable Television Networks (Amendment)
Rules, 2021, which prohibits live coverage of anti-
terrorist operations, allowing only periodic briefings by
designated government officials until operations
conclude. [The Hindu]

India: Social activist shot dead by
suspected terrorists in Jammu and
Kashmir's Kupwara

(Im) A 45-year-old social activist was shot dead by
suspected terrorists inside his residence in the
Kupwara district of Jammu and Kashmir on April 26.
The motive behind the attack remains unclear.

The killing comes amid heightened tensions in Jammu
and Kashmir following the recent Pahalgam terror
attack and ongoing counter-terrorism operations in
the region, reflecting continued security challenges
despite intensified efforts by Indian forces. [The Hindu]

India: Jammu and Kashmir connected by
all-weather roads

(Im) Khwas, a remote block situated in Jammu and
Kashmir's Rajouri district along the Line of Control with
Pakistan-administered Jammu and Kashmir, has not
recorded any terrorism-related incidents in the past
year, according to a recent government presentation.
This improvement follows the launch of the Union
government's Aspirational Block Programme, under
which all panchayats (village-level administrative units)
in Khwas were connected to the district headquarters
by all-weather roads for the first time since
Independence. Previously, four out of fifteen
panchayats lacked any road access, contributing to
isolation, poverty, and high levels of militant activity.

Spanning 2.63 square kilometers and home to a
population of 35,212 according to the 2011 Census,
Khwas had been one of the highest incident areas for
terrorism in the region, especially during the
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resurgence of militant activity in the Jammu region
since 2021. Officials noted that poor infrastructure,
lack of monitoring, and limited communication had
contributed to insecurity. New road links, improved
government outreach, and the introduction of Gojri-
language translations of government schemes have
helped integrate the tribal Bakarwal population more
effectively into state-led development efforts.

Although Internet connectivity is still being expanded
under the 4G saturation scheme, the introduction of
road and communication infrastructure has already
shifted the security dynamic. The Aspirational Block
Programme, launched by Prime Minister Narendra
Modi in January 2023, aims to transform 500 of the
most backward blocks across India, including those in
Jammu and Kashmir. [The Hindu]

Maldives: Political and institutional
fallout intensifies over handling of Hawwa
Yumnu Rasheed case

(Im) The fallout from the case of 21-year-old Hawwa
Yumnu Rasheed, who fell from the ninth floor of a
building in the capital Male' on April 18, has escalated
into one of the Maldives' most serious political and
institutional crises in recent years. Public anger over
the authorities’ perceived mishandling of the case —
marked by contradictions, lack of transparency, and
alleged shielding of politically connected figures — has
triggered nightly protests, mass resignations, and
mounting scrutiny of the government's credibility. [the
edition 1]

Initially, the Maldives Police Service asserted that
Yumnu's fall, which left her severely injured and
hospitalized, was accidental, citing intoxication and
ruling out foul play. However, shifting police narratives,
coupled with selective disclosure of evidence,
unleashed a wave of public outrage led largely by
youth groups. [the edition 2] [the edition 3] [the edition
4]

Police later arrested Raudh Ahmed Zilal, who was with
Yumnu at the time. Although authorities initially
insisted he was uninvolved, they subsequently cited an
altercation between Raudh and Yumnu prior to her fall.
Raudh was remanded for five days on allegations of
involvement, intoxication, and sexual exploitation. [the
edition 5] [the edition 6]

Public distrust grew further. Over 6,700 people have
signed a petition demanding full accountability,
publication of all investigative findings, and
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international monitoring. Parliament’s 241 Committee
was petitioned to investigate procedural lapses, while
the Maldives Human Rights Commission and the
opposition Maldivian Democratic Party criticized police
conduct for re-victimizing Yumnu and undermining the
investigation’s integrity. [the edition 7] [the edition 8]
[the edition 9] [the edition 10] [the edition 11]

The institutional fallout widened rapidly. Police
Commissioner Ali Shujau resigned under pressure, a
move praised by former President Mohamed Nasheed
as a democratic act of accountability. After initial
confusion, Deputy Commissioner Ismail Naveen, who
is leading the investigation, was named Acting
Commissioner. Prosecutor General Abbas Shareef has
ordered probes into potential police misconduct,
including the failure to collect urine samples from key
individuals. [the edition 12] [the edition 13] [the edition
14] [the edition 15] [the edition 16]

However, political damage quickly extended beyond
the police. Minister of Transport and Civil Aviation
Mohamed Ameen has faced increasing calls for
resignation following his alleged involvement in the
case. His name was linked to the incident through
surveillance footage, though he denied any
connection, stating that he had been abroad at the
time of the fall. Despite his denials, public pressure has
mounted, and Ameen has become the focal point of
the opposition’s scrutiny. The MDP has submitted a no-
confidence motion against him, further intensifying the
political pressure on the government. [the edition 17]
[the edition 18] [the edition 19]

The President's Office also dismissed Izdhiyan
Mohamed Maumoon, Under Secretary for
Communication Strategy, and suspended Daudh
Ahmed Zilal, Under Secretary for Digital Strategy and
Raudh's brother. Both were linked to individuals
present on the night of the incident. [the edition 20]

Meanwhile, the Presidential Youth Advisory Board was
destabilized, with four members resigning in protest
over the government's handling of the investigation.
President Dr. Mohamed Muizzu also dismissed the
board's former President, Daudh Ahmed Zilal — the
brother of the arrested Raudh Ahmed Zilal. [the edition
21] [the edition 22]

Institutional responses are struggling to contain the
crisis. President Muizzu hastily announced the
formation of a Special Presidential Commission to
oversee the investigation. The commission, originally
including Dr. Mohamed Munavvar, Ahmed Mohamed,
and Dr. Mohamed Habeeb, lost one member after
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Habeeb resigned due to family ties with the accused.
[the edition 23] [the edition 24]

Under growing pressure, President Muizzu reaffirmed
that the rule of law would be enforced without
discrimination. Yet in the same breath, he attempted
to shift blame onto past opposition governments,
particularly the Maldivian Democratic Party, accusing
them of fostering a culture of "fun without fear" among
youth that contributed to current social issues. [the
edition 25] [the edition 26] [the edition 27]

Maldives: Suspended Supreme Court
Justice contests JSC investigation as
political interference concerns mount

(Im) Suspended Supreme Court Justice Dr. Azmiralda
Zahir has escalated her challenge to the Judicial Service
Commission (JSC), contesting the findings of its
investigative committee, which has recommended her
removal from the bench. In letters to both President
Dr. Mohamed Muizzu and JSC Chairperson Hussain
Riza, Azmiralda raised serious concerns about
procedural fairness, alleging that the process violated
her right to defense and was politically tainted.

The JSC committee report accuses Azmiralda and
fellow suspended Justice Mahaz Ali Zahir of attempting
to influence the release of Azmiralda's husband, Dr.
Ismail Latheef, from custody through pressure on
Criminal Court judges. Based on its inquiry, the
committee recommended that Parliament be asked to
vote on the dismissal of both justices. However,
Azmiralda’s legal counsel, Ibrahim Shameel, has
strongly denied the allegations, arguing that the report
is factually inaccurate, lacks evidentiary basis, and was
compiled by commission members appointed by
President Muizzu, raising conflict of interest concerns.

Azmiralda's defense team maintains that no direct
communication occurred between her and the judges
during the remand hearing. Call records allegedly show
that she contacted Justice Mahaz only hours after the
release order had been signed. Judge Ibrahim Zihuny,
who presided over the hearing, has reportedly
confirmed that he was not influenced. The defense
also criticized the JSC committee for refusing to admit
exculpatory evidence and for including inaccurate
claims, such as alleging that Dr. Ismail was in a state of
undress during his arrest—a point the defense says is
disproven by submitted records. [the edition 1]

Ahead of the JSC's meeting to finalize its decision,
Azmiralda formally requested permission to address
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the commission alongside her lawyer and asked for the
session to be made public. She also urged that the
committee members who handled her case, along with
Attorney General Ahmed Usham (a former committee
member), be barred from voting on her fate due to
perceived bias. [the edition 2] [the edition 3]

Meanwhile, the case has triggered broader institutional
concerns. Human Rights Watch has called on the
Maldivian government to immediately reinstate the
suspended justices and warned that the proceedings
threaten judicial independence. The organization
criticized the Maldivian authorities for using
disciplinary processes to interfere with the judiciary,
drawing parallels with previous incidents under past
administrations where the JSC was used for political
ends. [the edition 4]

Adding to the turmoil, a petition is circulating among
Maldivian lawyers seeking the removal of Ali Abdul
Latheef, the JSC member representing the legal
profession, over his role in the proceedings against
Azmiralda and Mahaz. Under the Legal Profession Act,
if 20 percent of registered lawyers support the motion,
the Bar Council is required to initiate a formal removal
vote within 14 days. [the edition 5]

Maldives: Allegations and denials
intensify over former Immigration Chief
Shammaan'’s detention

(Im) The case of former Maldives Immigration
Controller General Mohamed Shammaan Waheed has
become a flashpoint for broader concerns about
transparency and political influence in the Maldives,
amid ongoing public pressure across multiple high-
profile cases.

Mohamed Shammaan was arrested on March 21 and
remains in custody pending trial. He is accused of
involvement in the unlawful release of an expatriate
detainee in exchange for MVR 500,000 (approximately
USD 32,450). Investigators allege that the payment was
collected by immigration officers and delivered to
Shammaan'’s residence following a guesthouse raid.

The Criminal Court initially ordered a 15-day remand
citing community risk, later extending it until the
conclusion of the trial over concerns that Shammaan
might tamper with evidence or influence witnesses. His
lawyer, Nurul Salam Abubakr, challenged these orders
at the High Court, arguing that there is no credible
evidence suggesting Shammaan could interfere with
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the case. The High Court is set to issue its verdict soon.
[the edition 1]

Minister of Homeland Security and Technology Ali
Ilhusan firmly refuted the claim, stating during a
parliamentary session on April 23 that there is credible
evidence supporting Shammaan'’s detention. He
emphasized that legal proceedings are impartial and
not influenced by a person’s position or personal
connections. Ihusan also addressed criticism from MPs
regarding alleged disparities in how cases are handled,
particularly in comparison with former Housing
Development Corporation Managing Director Ibrahim
Fazul Rasheed, who has not been detained despite
separate allegations. Ihusan responded that the two
cases are not equivalent and reiterated that the police
will disclose further evidence publicly once the
investigation is complete. [the edition 2]

Following Ihusan’s public comments in Parliament,
Shammaan’s family released a statement alleging that
his dismissal and arrest were politically motivated.
According to the family, Shammaan had possessed a
video implicating Minister lhusan, and tensions
escalated when Shammaan refused to hand over a
detainee’s phone without official documentation. They
accuse lhusan of orchestrating Shammaan'’s dismissal
and subsequent arrest to suppress evidence of
corruption and misconduct at the ministry.

The family further alleged that Ihusan previously
interfered with Shammaan'’s criminal record,
attempting to manipulate administrative processes to
portray Shammaan negatively, before later correcting
the record following internal disputes.

They maintain that the corruption charges are
fabricated and that Shammaan'’s continued detention
stems from personal animosity rather than legitimate
legal grounds. [the edition 3] [the edition 4]

Maldives: Amendment proposed to
tighten tobacco sales regulations

(Im) An amendment to the Tobacco Control Act has
been proposed, which would require tobacco vendors
to verify the age of their customers. The amendment,
submitted by Kinbidhoo MP Ali Ashrag on behalf of the
government, places the responsibility on vendors to
ensure that tobacco products are not sold to
individuals born on or after January 1, 2007, or to
those under 21 years of age, even if the seller holds a
valid license to sell tobacco.
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This follows a legal change from the previous year that
raised the legal purchasing age for tobacco from 18 to
21. Additionally, the government implemented a ban
on the import of vape products in December 2024.

The proposed amendment is part of a broader
initiative aimed at creating a tobacco-free generation
by prohibiting tobacco sales to anyone born after
2007. This generational ban is set to take effect on
November 1, 2025, following a six-month period after
the completion of legal and regulatory changes.

President Dr. Mohamed Muizzu, referencing findings
from a 2022 national health study, emphasized that
smoking is the leading cause of non-communicable
diseases in the Maldives. He called it a matter of
national urgency, noting that 30.1 percent of the
current population is made up of individuals born after
January 1, 2007. [the edition]

Maldives: Former deputy mayor refuses to
testify for Yameen in bribery and money
laundering case

(Im) Former Deputy Mayor of Male’ City Ahmed
Nareesh has informed the Criminal Court that he will
not deliver a defense statement in the bribery and
money laundering trial of former President Abdulla
Yameen, who is accused of accepting USD 1 million
(MVR 15.4 million) in connection with the leasing of
Fuggiri Island.

During a hearing on April 28, it was revealed that
Nareesh and another defense witness, Shuaullah
Saeed, Deputy Managing Director of Fuel Supplies
Maldives (FSM), both declined to provide testimony
and are currently abroad, according to local media
reports. The two were initially proposed as key
witnesses to confirm that the USD 1 million received by
Yameen was converted into Maldivian rufiyaa.

The presiding judge noted that the witnesses could be
taken into custody and compelled to testify, but
Yameen's defense counsel indicated that Yameen did
not wish to force their appearance. The court
nevertheless granted one final opportunity and
scheduled another hearing for next month.

The case highlights shifting political allegiances:
Nareesh remains a member of the ruling People's
National Congress (PNC), while Yameen has publicly
distanced himself from the current government.
Nareesh, who resigned as Deputy Mayor, now holds a
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ministerial-rank advisory position in the Ministry of
Youth, Sports and Community Empowerment.

Earlier, another proposed defense witness, Meedhoo
MP and Sun Group owner Ahmed Siyam, similarly
refused to provide a statement.

Yameen faces multiple legal challenges following his
2018 electoral defeat, with several trials pending
involving allegations of corruption and illicit financial
activities during his presidency. [the edition]

Maldives: Court acquits all seven
individuals accused of hammer attack on
former Prosector General

(Im) The Criminal Court has acquitted all seven
individuals accused of the February 2024 hammer
attack on former Prosecutor General Hussain
Shameem. The court ruled that inconsistencies in time
stamps on the CCTV footage — the primary evidence
— undermined the case. The footage failed to align
clearly with the timeline of the assault, creating what
the judge called a “break in sequence” and insufficient
grounds for conviction. The trial had begun in
September 2024, with Shameem himself testifying.
[the edition]

Maldives: President Muizzu nominates
Mohamed Mujuthaz for Civil Service
Commission Vice President

(Im) President Dr. Mohamed Muizzu has nominated
Mohamed Mujuthaz for the post of Vice President of
the Civil Service Commission (CSC), submitting the
nomination to Parliament for approval on April 23.

The position became vacant following the resignation
of former Vice President Ibrahim Rasheed. Mujuthaz
had only recently been appointed to the CSC to fill the
vacancy left by Rasheed'’s departure.

Mujuthaz previously served as a Member of Parliament
for Hanimaadhoo in the 17th parliament. He also
served as a State Minister at the President’s Office
during the administration of former President Abdulla
Yameen. [the edition]
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Maldives: Parliament committee urges
seizure of illicit assets in POLCO housing
corruption case

(Im) A subcommittee of the Parliament’s Public
Accounts Committee has recommended that the state
seize lands, properties, and goods acquired through
illicit funds linked to the Police Cooperative Society
(POLCO) apartment development project in
Hulhumalé.

According to audit reports, the project, initially
awarded in 2013 to Noomadi at a cost of MVR 580.2
million (USD 37.71 million) to construct 300 units,
eventually expanded to 361 units but suffered
repeated delays and mismanagement. Following
Noomadi's failure, the project was reassigned first to
Island Experts, and later to Amin Construction in 2021.
The project’s overall cost reached MVR 1 billion (USD
65 million), resulting in a financial loss of MVR 355
million (USD 23.08 million).

The subcommittee’s investigation revealed significant
fraud, including the release of MVR 129.5 million (USD
8.42 million) and USD 2.7 million to Island Experts
following a canceled agreement. These funds were
reportedly used to acquire land in Hulhumalé Phase 1
and to initiate the construction of a 17-storey building,
as well as to purchase a separate plot by one of the
company's directors. All documents substantiating the
fraudulent transactions have been recovered.

Deputy Speaker Ahmed Nazim, presenting the
findings, stated that the assets in Hulhumalé were
clearly created using POLCO's funds and
recommended that the government take immediate
steps to take over these properties. He added that the
report includes details on police officers involved in the
payments and recommends holding negligent officers
accountable.

Additionally, it was disclosed that MVR 3.8 million (USD
247,000) had been spent on 24 vehicles under the
police blue housing project between 2014 and 2017,
with some vehicles now missing. Parliament has
requested POLCO to provide further details regarding
the vehicles.

The subcommittee was scheduled to meet POLCO
officials on April 28 to gather their comments before
finalizing and passing the report ahead of the
parliamentary recess. [the edition]


https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-sduykty-l-wr/

Maldives: Housing minister urges
parliament to find alternative to State
land allocations

(Im) Minister of Construction, Housing and
Infrastructure Dr Abdulla Muththalib acknowledged
during a parliamentary session on April 28 that
allocating State land for residential purposes is not a
sustainable long-term solution to the Maldives'
housing crisis. Responding to a question from People's
National Congress (PNC) MP Ahmed Naseem,
Muththalib said that while the practice has been
longstanding, he alone lacks the authority to change it
and urged Parliament to develop alternative solutions.
A similar sentiment had been expressed by former
Housing Minister Mohamed Aslam, although the
previous administration proceeded with the Binveriya
housing scheme, which granted land in areas such as
Gulhifalhu, Giraavaru Falhu, and Hulhumalé. [the
edition]

Maldives: Civil Court rejects Jaah
Investment’s bid to stop land transfer to
HDC

(Im) The Civil Court of Maldives has denied Jaah
Investment Pvt Ltd's request to halt the transfer of a
Hulhumalé land plot back to the Housing Development
Corporation (HDCQ), citing the company's failure to
complete the 'The Gardens' apartment project within
the stipulated 45-day period.

Jaah Investment, a Maldivian company specializing in
real estate development and part of the JAAH Group,
had filed a lawsuit challenging HDC's termination of
their agreement. The court found no urgent reason to
prevent the land’s reclamation, leading HDC to order
Jaah to officially hand over the property. Despite
multiple extensions, Jaah did not meet the
construction deadlines or settle outstanding payments,
prompting HDC to terminate the agreement and
reclaim the land. [the edition]

Maldives: Supreme Court overturns High
Court ruling on custody of murder
accused

(Im) The Supreme Court of Maldives ruled on April 28
that the High Court acted wrongfully when it refused to
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remand the individuals accused of the 2017 murder of
Mohamed Anas.

Anas was killed at Litus Service Centre in July 2017
after fleeing from a group of assailants. Seven people
were charged in connection with the case, but all were
acquitted by the Criminal Court in 2024 due to
insufficient evidence. The State appealed the acquittals
and requested that the accused be held in custody
during the appeal process. However, the High Court
denied this request.

The State subsequently escalated the matter to the
Supreme Court, which, by a two-to-one decision, ruled
that the High Court's refusal was based on reasons
outside the framework of the law. The majority
opinion, delivered by Judge Ali Rasheed, emphasized
that the amended Criminal Procedure Act sets specific
conditions for detention during appeals: sufficient
evidence to accuse, risk of tampering with evidence,
and threat to public safety.

Judge Dr Mohamed Ibrahim supported the majority
ruling, while Judge Aisha Shujune dissented, arguing
that the evidence presented did not meet the
threshold for detention.

Separately, a minor convicted in connection with Anas'
murder was sentenced to 18 years in prison, although
the sentence was later commuted during the
administration of former President Ibrahim Mohamed
Solih. [the edition]

Maldives: Family of Zakiyya Moosa calls
for commission of inquiry into her death

(Im) The family of Zakiyya Moosa has formally
requested President Dr Mohamed Muizzu to establish
a commission to investigate her death and the police’s
handling of the case. Zakiyya was found dead in her
home in Holhudhoo, Noonu Atoll, on September 10,
2024, with severe neck wounds. Police concluded her
death was self-inflicted following a virtual autopsy
conducted in India, but the family has rejected this
finding and insists she was murdered.

In a statement released on April 27, Zakiyya's sister,
Aminath Shaziyya, urged the president to intervene,
citing multiple failures in the investigation, including
the decision to bury Zakiyya without a traditional
autopsy, a mistake acknowledged by the Minister of
Homeland Security and Technology. The family raised
concerns over the reliability of the virtual autopsy, the
lack of access to the full report, and the absence of
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transparency regarding any foreign expert
involvement.

They also questioned whether a full forensic autopsy
or toxicology report was ever conducted, and called for
disclosure of any psychological assessments carried
out on Zakiyya. The family criticized the police’s
reluctance to share key documents and stressed that
Holhudhoo residents would not accept official
conclusions without rational, credible evidence.
Protests have continued on the island, with demands
for justice and full accountability from the authorities.
[the edition]

Maldives: Court accepts country’s first
child victim impact statement in sexual
assault case

(Im) In a landmark decision, the Hulhumalé Magistrate
Court has, for the first time in Maldivian judicial
history, allowed a child victim to submit a victim impact
statement in a criminal case. The court accepted the
statement before sentencing a man to 54 years in
prison for repeatedly sexually assaulting a child from
the age of eight until the child turned eighteen.

The PG Office welcomed the court's acceptance of its
request to allow the victim to speak before sentencing,
emphasizing its commitment to building a more victim-
centered approach to criminal proceedings. The office
stated that enhancing opportunities for victims to be
heard is now a top institutional priority. [the edition]

Maldives: Opposition MDP plans major
May Day rally to advocate for workers'
rights

(Im) The opposition Maldivian Democratic Party (MDP)
has announced plans to hold a major rally on May 1,
International Workers' Day, at the Artificial Beach in
Male'. The rally aims to advocate for the protection of
workers' rights and broader civil rights across the
Maldives. At a press conference, the party emphasized
the worsening conditions facing workers and ordinary
citizens, including challenges in accessing basic
necessities such as electricity, medicine, and
healthcare services. The MDP criticized the current
employment environment, alleging that individuals
with differing political views face job insecurity, while
political appointments have burdened the economy.
Calling on citizens to join the protest, the MDP
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reaffirmed its longstanding commitment to defending
labor rights since its founding. [the edition]

Maldives: Tourism minister says no
impact on sector from Israeli passport
ban

(Im) Tourism Minister Thoriq Ibrahim stated last week
that the Maldivian tourism industry has not been
negatively affected by the recent decision to ban Israeli
passport holders from entering the country.

Thoriq emphasized that no international campaigns
against Maldives have been observed in response to
the move and added that the government continues to
monitor the situation closely. He also noted that the
government is maintaining regular communication
with both locally based and foreign diplomatic
missions to explain the reasons behind the decision.

The Parliament had passed and President Mohamed
Muizzu ratified an amendment to the Immigration Act
on April 15, prohibiting the entry of Israeli passport
holders. The government said the move was a
response to Israel’s "inhumane acts and genocide"
against Palestinians.

Since discussions about the potential ban began in
2024, tourist arrivals from Israel have significantly
declined. In 2024, only 1,400 Israeli tourists visited
Maldives, compared to 10,000 in 2023. The
government, however, maintains that the overall
impact on the country's vital tourism sector remains
negligible. [the edition]

Maldives: President Muizzu highlights
infrastructure progress; health sector
expansion underway

(Im) President Dr. Mohamed Muizzu has affirmed that
the implementation of the government's infrastructure
development plan is proceeding steadily, with
significant progress being made on projects aligned
with his administration’s campaigh commitments.
During a cabinet working session held on April 23, the
President emphasized the importance of swift,
transparent, and deadline-driven project execution.

The session brought together ministers and managing
directors of several key state-owned enterprises, who
presented updates on the status of critical


https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-sduykty-l-wh/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-sduykty-l-wk/

infrastructure projects. These included the State
Trading Organization (STO), the Waste Management
Corporation Limited (WAMCO), Fenaka Corporation
Limited (FENAKA), the Road Development Corporation
(RDC), and the Maldives Transport and Contracting
Company (MTCCQ). [the edition] [the edition]

A key sector experiencing major expansion is
healthcare. Health Minister Abdulla Nazim Ibrahim
announced that health-related infrastructure projects
will be initiated in 90 islands within 2025. This includes
the development of 24 new hospitals, the construction
of five health centers, and 60 projects focused on
expanding existing health facilities. These initiatives
are part of President Muizzu's broader vision to
decentralize healthcare and ensure the availability of
tertiary-level medical services across the atolls. [the
edition]

To support this effort, the government has signed new
contracts with MTCC and RDC for the design and
construction of multiple hospital facilities. MTCC has
been awarded contracts to redevelop R. Ungoofaaru
Regional Hospital and expand GDh. Thinadhoo's
AbduSamad Memorial Hospital, both of which will be
upgraded to provide tertiary-level care. [the edition]

Maldives: 13 islands leased for resort
development as tourism revenue targets
rise

(Im) The Maldivian government has leased 13 islands
for tourism development under the current
administration, according to Tourism Minister Thoriq
Ibrahim. Of these, 10 islands were leased through
closed bidding processes, while three were issued on a
cross-subsidy basis. Additionally, open bidding is
underway for three more islands, including two
planned in the Kelaa lagoon and one in the Kaashidhoo
lagoon. The government aims to launch 1,290 new
tourist beds this year, a goal the minister expressed
confidence in achieving. Presently, 156 resorts are
under development, while 61 islands remain stalled
due to various issues. Maldives currently hosts 65
domestic and 110 international tourism brands. In
2023, the tourism sector generated MVR 4.2 billion
(USD 273 million) in revenue, and the government's
new tourism master plan aims to raise this to MVR 6
billion (USD 390 million) by 2027.

Tourism remains the largest economic sector in the
Maldives, with island leasing and bed expansion
forming central pillars of the country’s economic
development strategy. [the edition]
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Maldives: Health professionals union
raises alarm over continued overtime pay
violations

(Im) The Maldives Health Professionals Union (MHPU)
has voiced serious concern over unresolved issues
surrounding the calculation of overtime pay for
healthcare workers, particularly in light of recent
amendments to the sector’s pay framework.

In a statement issued on April 20, the MHPU criticized
the March 20 changes adopted by the Health Ministry
and Malé City Group of Hospitals, stating that they
failed to ensure adequate compensation for work
performed during public holidays and beyond regular
hours.

According to the union, the Employment Act mandates
that employees who work on public holidays—
including Fridays, a designated weekly holiday in the
Maldives—must receive at least 1.5 times their normal
daily wage in addition to their standard salary.
However, the union contends that this legal
requirement is not being upheld, and that healthcare
workers continue to be compensated below the
standard.

The MHPU also pointed out that despite the Civil
Service Commission having notified institutions that
employers would be held accountable for forcing staff
to work under conditions that violate labor laws,
healthcare institutions continue to do so. The union
urged all employers in the health sector to comply fully
with the Employment Act to protect workers' rights and
prevent further violations. [the edition]

Maldives: USD 104 million issued to
fishermen over five months

(Im) The Maldivian government has disbursed MVR 1.6
billion (USD 104 million) to fishermen over the past five
months, Fisheries Minister Ahmed Shiyam announced
early last week. Speaking at a People’s National
Congress (PNC) event, Shiyam criticized the previous
administration for raising the government's fish
purchase price to MVR 25 (USD 1.63) per kilogram for
political reasons and revealed that when President Dr.
Mohamed Muizzu assumed office, the government
owed fishermen more than MVR 250 million (USD 16.3
million).
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The current administration has since cleared the
outstanding debt and instituted a new payment system
under which fishermen are paid within 48 hours of
weighing their catch. Shiyam confirmed that since
November 15, 2024, the government has issued a total
of MVR 1.6 billion (USD 104 million) to fishermen,
fulfilling one of President Muizzu's key pledges. The 48-
hour payment policy has reportedly been in full effect
since December 2024. [the edition]

Maldives: 101 hectares reclaimed under
Ras Male eco city project

(sl) The Ras Male project has reclaimed 101 hectares
out of the planned 1009 hectares. According to the
company, reclamation of 29 hectares at Site ] under
Capital Marine and Civil Construction (CMC) and 72
hectares across Sites D, F, G, and L under MM Export
has been completed. [the edition] [SunOnline]

Ras Male, also known as Maldives Eco City, is a
pioneering project located in the Fushi Dhiggaru
lagoon, just minutes from Male. Covering 1153
hectares - nearly three times the combined size of the
two phases of Hulhumale - it is set to become the
country's largest land reclamation initiative, aimed at
providing 65,000 housing units to address the housing
crisis. [Housing Development Corporation]

Work is ongoing following the start of shoreline
protection works. The Ras Male reclamation project
accounts for projected sea-level rise due to climate
change, with the reclaimed land positioned 2.5 meters
above sea level - 0.5 meters higher than Hulhumale.

Physical reclamation from K. Fushidhiggaru Falhu
began on December 18, 2023. Initially, the project was
contracted to Sri Lanka's Capital Marine and Civil
Construction Company (CMC) under an agreement
where CMC would finance the project in exchange for a
long-term lease of 70 hectares - 10 hectares in
Hulhumale for 49 years and 60 hectares in Ras Male
for 50 years. However, the administration later
canceled the contract, opting instead for a contractor-
financed model without granting land in return.

In the 2025 budget, the administration allocated MVR
600 million (approximately USD 39 million) for the
project, with an additional MVR 350 million (USD 22.7
million) planned for 2026. [SunOnline]
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Maldives: RDC Chairman Mohamed
Shaamy dismissed

(Im) Mohamed Shaamy Adam has been dismissed from
his position as Chairman of the Road Development
Corporation (RDC), according to confirmation by the
Privatization and Corporatization Board (PCB) on April
28. Shaamy, also a member of the SME Development
Finance Corporation (SDFC) Board, was removed from
both posts, although the PCB did not disclose the
reasons for his dismissal. Shaamy had been appointed
Chairman of RDC in January 2024. [the edition]

Maldives: Immigration detains 51
undocumented expatriates during special
operation

(Im) Maldives Immigration has detained 51
undocumented expatriates during a special raid
conducted in R. Dhuvaafaru. Over 100 expatriates
were checked, with 51 found to be residing illegally.
The operation is part of ongoing efforts linked to
'Operation Kurangi', launched in May 2024, aimed at
collecting biometric data of all expatriates holding
work visas within two years.

President Dr. Mohamed Muizzu recently stated that
24,540 foreigners have already been regularized under
the initiative. In parallel, Immigration has been
intensifying raids to apprehend undocumented
migrants. Since last year, more than 6,000
undocumented foreigners, including long-term
residents and businessmen, have been deported
under these operations. [the edition]

Maldives: Drug case involving USD 4.16
million to be sent for prosecution

(Im) Commissioner of Police Ali Shujau announced that
investigations into a financial case involving a known
group in Malé, where MVR 64 million (approximately
USD 4.16 million) was circulated, have been completed
and will soon be forwarded for prosecution.

Additionally, Shujau revealed that a major drug
network in Fuvahmulah involving 112 individuals has
been dismantled, with 121 cases sent for prosecution.
The network had circulated MVR 60 million
(approximately USD 3.9 million) over five years. Police
are also appealing for the seizure of properties tied to
illegal earnings in this case. [the edition]
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Maldives: Customs seize over 13 million
contraband cigarettes

(sl) On April 27, customs officers shut down a
smuggling operation and seized over 13 million
cigarettes at a sea cargo terminal. During the
inspection, 1,360 boxes of cigarettes were discovered
in two 40-foot containers. Customs stated that the duty
on the seized cigarettes, based on regular brand
prices, amounts to MVR 122 million (approximately
USD 7.9 million). The name of the company involved
has not yet been disclosed.

According to law, cigarettes must be imported with a
warning label and a special permit. Customs confirmed
that the seized cigarettes were imported in violation of
these regulations. [the edition]

Nepal: Government struggles to resolve
teachers' strike as education bill delays
persist

(rs/hgk/Im) Nepal's government is intensifying efforts
to resolve the ongoing nationwide teachers' strike as
the education sector faces mounting disruption.

After nearly a month of demonstrations led by the
Nepal Teachers' Federation, demanding the immediate
promulgation of the School Education Act, the Ministry
of Education, Science, and Technology initiated
dialogue, but talks have so far remained inconclusive.
Teachers insist on immediate legislative action to
secure salary parity with civil servants, permanent
status for temporary teachers, payment of grades and
allowances, and improved healthcare benefits. [The
Kathmandu Post] [The Kathmandu Post]

The protests have caused the shutdown of public
school activities nationwide. Teachers have boycotted
the evaluation of Secondary Education Examination
papers and refused Grade 12 examination duties,
leading the Supreme Court to issue an interim order
requiring the government to ensure students' right to
education is protected. Local governments, including
Budhanilkatha and Mandandeupur municipalities,
warned protesting teachers of salary suspensions if
they failed to resume duties. Prime Minister KP Sharma
Oli subsequently instructed the National Examination
Board to postpone Grade 12 exams from April 24 to
May 4, affecting around 550,000 students. [The
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Kathmandu Post] [The Kathmandu Post] [The
Kathmandu Post]

Despite daily meetings of the parliamentary Education,
Health and Information Technology Committee,
chaired by Chhabilal Bishwakarma, progress on the
School Education Bill remains slow. Out of 163
sections, only around 115 have been finalized, with
deep disagreements persisting over teacher
management and private school regulation. Although
Speaker Devraj Ghimire pledged to prioritize the bill,
parliamentary approval is unlikely before May 10,
extending uncertainty in the education sector. [The
Kathmandu Post]

Political tensions have compounded the crisis. Former
Education Minister Bidya Bhattarai resigned last week,
officially citing health reasons, although insiders
attribute her departure to frustration over the
government's failure to address teachers’ demands.
Her seven-point plan, estimated to cost NPR 200 billion
(USD 1.46 billion), failed to secure support from Prime
Minister Oli and Finance Minister Bishnu Paudel.
Raghuji Pant, a senior figure from the Communist
Party of Nepal (Unified Marxist-Leninist) (CPN-UML),
was appointed as the new Minister for Education,
Science, and Technology, with his ministerial portfolio
elevated to eighth rank. [The Kathmandu Post] [The
Kathmandu Post] [The Kathmandu Post]

Meanwhile, tensions on the ground escalated sharply
when peaceful protests in Kathmandu turned violent.
Police clashed with protesting teachers at New
Baneshwar, deploying batons and water cannons after
demonstrators attempted to breach restricted zones,
leaving dozens injured. Lawmakers across party lines
condemned the use of force and called for the
immediate endorsement of the education bill and
restoration of a peaceful environment for students and
teachers. Opposition parties have also registered an
urgent parliamentary motion emphasizing the need to
enforce past agreements with teachers and to protect
students' academic schedules. [The Kathmandu Post]
[The Kathmandu Post] [The Kathmandu Post]

Nepal: Oli and Deuba reaffirm coalition
despite Maoist maneuvers and deepening
political tensions

(rs/Im) Amid escalating tensions and backchannel
political maneuvering, Prime Minister KP Sharma Oli
and Nepali Congress President Sher Bahadur Deuba
have publicly reaffirmed their commitment to
maintaining Nepal's current ruling coalition. Deuba’s
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statement upon returning from a six-day visit to
Bangkok, coupled with a phone conversation between
the two leaders, quelled speculation that a new
political alignment with the opposition Communist
Party of Nepal (CPN) (Maoist Centre) was imminent.
Deuba dismissed rumors of a government change,
stressing that the Congress's alliance with Oli's CPN
(Unified Marxist-Leninist) (CPN-UML) remains intact,
despite Maoist Centre chair Pushpa Kamal Dahal's
open offer to support a new coalition.

The reaffirmation provided much-needed relief to Olj,
who had faced uncertainty amid growing
dissatisfaction within the Congress ranks over the
government's handling of major issues, including
unresolved teachers' protests, the resignation of
Education Minister Bidya Bhattarai, and widespread
grievances among civil servants, doctors, and
cooperative fraud victims. Despite outward displays of
unity, underlying instability persists. Although Oli
reiterated his intention to honor the agreement to
transfer power to Deuba after 14 months, political
maneuverings suggest the fragility of the arrangement.
[The Kathmandu Post 1]

Tensions were further underscored during the 76th
anniversary of Nepal's communist movement, where
major communist leaders exchanged harsh criticisms
instead of promoting unity. Oli, addressing a CPN-UML
parliamentary party meeting, defended his
government against destabilization efforts, criticizing
internal dissent, external interference, and media
narratives. He urged lawmakers to counter
misinformation, champion nationalism, and focus on
the upcoming budget session and elections.

In contrast, Dahal accused Oli of losing moral
legitimacy due to the government's failure to address
protests and governance challenges, reaffirming his
desire to unify Nepal's fragmented communist forces.
Other leaders, like CPN (Unified Socialist) General
Secretary Ghanshyam Bhusal, criticized both the
Maoists and Oli's administration, highlighting
deepening public disillusionment. [The Kathmandu
Post 1] [The Kathmandu Post 2]

Nepal: Pro-monarchy leaders freed after
brief detention; monarchist groups file
UN petition

(Im/rs) Tensions continue to rise in Nepal as the
Rastriya Prajatantra Party (RPP) and other monarchist
groups intensify their protests demanding the
restoration of constitutional monarchy, Hindu
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statehood, an end to federalism, and action against
corruption. The latest demonstrations center around
allegations of massive corruption in the Pokhara
International Airport (PIA) project, compounded by
growing grievances over perceived restrictions on civil
liberties.

On April 20, RPP Chairperson Rajendra Lingden, Senior
Vice-chair Buddhiman Tamang, and Chief Whip
Gyanendra Shahi were briefly detained after staging a
protest inside the restricted premises of Singha Durbar
following a parliamentary party meeting. Although they
cited official party business to enter, the leaders
distributed pamphlets and launched a demonstration,
prompting police intervention. They were released a
few hours later after being held at the Kathmandu
Police Range. Simultaneously, RPP cadres protested
near New Baneshwar, attempting to breach police
barricades, although the situation calmed without
further incident. [The Kathmandu Post 1]

The arrests came after the publication of a
parliamentary report, led by Lingden himself, detailing
major financial irregularities in the Pokhara
International Airport project. The USD 165 million (NPR
22 billion) airport, built with a loan from China’'s EXIM
Bank, officially opened in January 2023 but currently
operates only domestic and limited chartered flights.
One of its runways remains closed due to safety
concerns. The report exposes alleged embezzlement,
incomplete works paid in full, violations of
procurement laws, and USD 16.6 million (NPR 2.2
billion) in financial irregularities related to repeated tax
exemptions. RPP leaders claim their arrests aimed to
distract public attention from these serious allegations
and have vowed to continue their protests demanding
a full investigation and accountability. [The Himalayan
Times]

Meanwhile, monarchist groups under the Joint People’s
Movement Committee have escalated their campaign
by petitioning the Office of the United Nations High
Commissioner for Human Rights (OHCHR). The
petition, addressed to UN Human Rights Chief Volker
Turk, alleges excessive and disproportionate use of
force during the March 28 protest at Tinkune, resulting
in two deaths and numerous injuries. The petition
accuses Nepalese authorities of unlawful detentions,
harassment, and militarization of civil protests,
warning of serious threats to democracy, freedom of
expression, and press freedom.

The groups demand an independent UN investigation
into the incident, accountability for human rights
violations, the release of detained protesters, and
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stronger protections for civil liberties in Nepal. [The
Kathmandu Post 2]

Nepal: Parliamentary committee directs
government to develop reliable policies

(rs) Nepal's Committee for Monitoring and Evaluating
the Implementation of the State's Directive Principles
has called on the government to formulate trustworthy
policies and programs for fiscal year 2082-83 BS
(2025-26), aligned with constitutional guidelines and
aimed at restoring public trust.

The committee highlighted the need for workforce
development in sectors such as tunnel construction,
cable cars, and electric railways, leveraging local
resources and skills of returning migrant workers. It
urged the promotion of agricultural self-reliance
through higher taxes on imported produce and better
use of arable land, alongside policies advancing
sustainable development and climate adaptation.

Recommendations included revising university
curricula to train workers for metal industries and
developing a national plan for mineral excavation. The
committee also proposed amending forestry laws to
allow scientific forest use, boost domestic
consumption, and support afforestation.

Additionally, it advised prioritizing reservoir-based
hydropower projects, promoting tourism-friendly
policies, encouraging public-private partnerships, and
passing a new Education Act focused on practical and
employment-driven learning.

It further stressed completing existing national pride
projects before launching new ones, reviving failing
industries, creating domestic jobs, and mandating the
use of local materials in government offices. [The
Rising Nepal]

Nepal: Parliament prioritizes budget
preparation and key legislation amid
public pressure

(Im) Nepal's federal parliament has commenced its
crucial budget session, with a heavy focus on the
government's upcoming policies, budget preparations,
and pending major legislation.
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As per the approved calendar, President Ramchandra
Paudel will present the government'’s policies and
programs on May 2 to a joint session of the House of
Representatives and the National Assembly.
Discussions on the policies and programs will continue
for five days starting May 5, followed by Prime Minister
KP Sharma Oli's responses and a question-and-answer
session on May 11. Finance Minister Bishnu Prasad
Paudel is set to present the proposal for pre-budget
discussions beginning May 13, leading up to the
national budget announcement scheduled for May 29.
[The Kathmandu Post 1]

While budget-related policies and bills dominate the
session’s priorities, Parliament also faces significant
pressure to pass other important legislation, notably
the School Education Bill and the Federal Civil Service
Bill. Speaker Devraj Ghimire emphasized the need for
collective commitment among lawmakers to
streamline the passage of pending bills, warning that
delays in lawmaking fuel public discontent. He
highlighted Parliament's role as the forum for
addressing the nation’s challenges through effective
policymaking, contributing to social justice, good
governance, economic development, and national
prosperity.

To expedite legislative processes, the Speaker has
proposed holding parliamentary meetings every day
except Saturdays and public holidays. He has
instructed the Parliament Secretariat to schedule the
pending bills for immediate approval once relevant
committees submit their reports. In consultations with
party chief whips and the Business Advisory
Committee, Speaker Ghimire also directed that
committee meetings continue without interruption
until all critical bills related to constitutional and
federal implementation are finalized.[The Kathmandu
Post 2]

Nepal: Cooperative fraud victims accuse
Nepali Congress of abandonment after
earlier pledges

(Im) Nepal's ongoing cooperative sector scandal
continues to widen, exposing deep institutional
weaknesses and fueling political discontent,
particularly targeting the Nepali Congress party, the
single-largest party in both Parliament's lower house
and the ruling coalition.

The crisis escalated with the arrest of Nepali Congress
lawmaker Maya Rai, accused of embezzling substantial
depositor funds from the Swarnalaxmi Cooperative in
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Kalimati, Kathmandu. Rai, elected under the
indigenous community quota in 2022, had evaded an
arrest warrant for eight months before police
apprehended her at her residence in Kapan on April
26.

Police allege that Rai, in her previous role as assistant
secretary at the cooperative, participated in the
misappropriation of NPR 1.19 billion (USD 8.69 million)
affecting 690 depositors. She now faces charges of
organized crime and cooperative fraud. Her arrest
came after victims filed fresh supplementary
complaints specifically naming her. Meanwhile,
Gitendra Babu (GB) Rai, chairperson of the
Swarnalaxmi Cooperative and a central figure in
several cooperative fraud cases, remains at large
despite an Interpol red notice. [Kathmandu Post]

Rai's recent appearance in Parliament to mark
attendance on April 26, despite being a fugitive,
triggered further outrage and highlighted failures in
law enforcement and political accountability.
Questions have arisen over whether the Congress-led
home ministry deliberately overlooked her presence.
[The Kathmandu Post 1] [The Kathmandu Post 2]

Scrutiny has also intensified over last year's
parliamentary special probe committee, which, despite
spending three months investigating cooperative
fraud, failed to uncover any evidence against Rai.
Committee members now admit the investigation
narrowly targeted specific individuals—particularly
Rastriya Swatantra Party (RSP) leader Rabi Lamichhane
—while potentially overlooking others like Rai.

Parallel to these developments, victims of cooperative
fraud—many of whom lost life savings—have staged a
month-long sit-in at Shantivatika, Ratnapark, accusing
the Nepali Congress of abandoning their cause after
gaining power. Protesters argue that while Congress
was vocal when in opposition, demanding an inquiry
against figures like Lamichhane, it has since failed to
maintain urgency or deliver justice. Despite forming
the National Cooperative Regulatory Authority (NCRA)
in January 2025, the government has made little
tangible progress.

The NCRA, envisioned as a powerful body to regulate
Nepal's sprawling cooperative sector, remains
leaderless and largely non-functional. Following the
retirement of acting chairperson Arjun Pokharel on
April 15, no permanent chair has been appointed. The
authority currently has only two board members—
insufficient even to convene formal meetings. Crucial
initiatives like the establishment of a Credit
Information Centre and a Savings and Credit
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Protection Fund have stalled, while no substantial
recovery of misused funds has been achieved. [The
Kathmandu Post 3]

Victims and advocacy groups, including the National
Campaign for Protection of Cooperative Depositors,
report that none of Nepal's major parties—Congress,
Communist Party of Nepal (Unified Marxist-Leninist),
or the Maoist Centre—have responded positively to
their 16-point redress proposal. Congress officials have
admitted the party’s failure to sustain momentum but
insist they remain committed to addressing the crisis,
albeit far slower than necessary. [The Kathmandu Post
4]

Nepal: Medical Education Commission
orders stipend parity as doctors’ strike
pressures government

(hgk/rs/Im) Medical services across Nepal were
severely disrupted after the Nepal Medical Association
(NMA) launched a nationwide strike on April 25,
suspending all non-emergency and non-intensive care
services. The protest supports resident doctors in
private medical colleges demanding monthly stipends
equal to those paid at government-run institutions.
Currently, resident doctors at government medical
colleges receive NPR 48,737 (USD 356.78) per month,
while those at private institutions are paid only NPR
20,000 (USD 146.50).

Resident doctors clashed with police at Maitighar
Mandal in Kathmandu during demonstrations and
cordoned off several government offices. Health
Minister Pradip Paudel met with representatives of the
agitating doctors, reaffirming the government’s
commitment to enforcing stipend parity and warning
that private colleges failing to comply could lose access
to government benefits. However, private institutions
argued that matching government stipends without
raising tuition fees would be financially unsustainable.
They maintained that 33 percent of collected tuition
fees—about NPR 2.3 million (USD 16,790) over three
years—is already allocated to stipends and proposed
raising allowances only for new students, not those
currently enrolled. [The Kathmandu Post 1]

In response to the escalating crisis, the Medical
Education Commission, chaired by Prime Minister KP
Sharma Oli, convened on April 28, and officially
directed all private medical colleges to provide resident
doctors with allowances equivalent to those offered by
government colleges, effective from the previously
decided reference date.
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At the same meeting held at Singha Durbar, the
Commission also accepted a task force report
recommending a review of MBBS and BDS seat quotas
and tuition fee structures. A new technical committee,
established under the Medical Education Act 2018, will
be responsible for setting future seat allocations and
fee ceilings based on academic standards and
institutional capacity. [The Kathmandu Post 2]

The doctors' strike has disrupted healthcare services
for tens of thousands of patients across the country.
Resident doctors, who are vital to hospital operations,
have long protested against labor exploitation, noting
that they work more than 10 hours a day for minimal
compensation. Of the 1,103 postgraduate medical
seats available this year, only about 400 are offered at
state-funded institutions such as Tribhuvan University
Teaching Hospital, BP Koirala Institute of Health
Sciences, and the National Academy of Medical
Sciences.

Nepal: Calls intensify for proper vetting of
transitional justice candidates

(Im) As Nepal's transitional justice selection panel
shortlists 34 candidates for 10 positions across the
Truth and Reconciliation Commission and the
Commission of Investigation on Enforced Disappeared
Persons, conflict victims and human rights
organizations have voiced serious concerns over the
transparency and credibility of the process. The five-
member panel, headed by former Chief Justice Om
Prakash Mishra, selected eight candidates for two
chairperson posts and 26 for eight member positions
from a pool of 111 applicants. Final recommendations
will be made following candidate presentations
scheduled for May 7-9.

Despite the selection committee’s claims of a rigorous
process based on qualifications, competence, and
experience, victims' groups, including the Conflict
Victims Common Platform, criticized the lack of
publicly disclosed selection criteria and warned that
political influence could compromise the commissions'
legitimacy. Six major rights organizations, including
Amnesty International Nepal and the Accountability
Watch Committee, jointly called for public hearings,
background checks, and stricter adherence to
impartiality to prevent the appointment of unsuitable
candidates. They further urged political leaders,
notably from the Communist Party of Nepal (Unified
Marxist-Leninist), Nepali Congress, and CPN (Maoist
Centre), to refrain from exerting pressure on the
appointments.


https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-sduykty-l-jll/

The commissions have remained defunct since mid-
2022, heightening concerns that appointments tainted
by partisanship or conflicts of interest could
permanently undermine Nepal's fragile transitional
justice process. [The Kathmandu Post]

Nepal: Forest encroachment case filed
against suspended Bagmati Mayor Bharat
Thapa and five others

(Im) The District Forest Office in Sarlahi has filed a
forest encroachment case at the District Court in
Malangwa against suspended Bagmati Municipality
Mayor Bharat Thapa, Deputy Mayor Leela Kumari
Moktan, and four other former officials. The officials
are accused of illegally authorizing the construction of
private ponds on protected forest land belonging to
the Sagarnath Forest Development Project.

The case alleges a financial loss of NPR 1.49 billion
(USD 10.93 million), citing the misuse of 988.20
hectares of forest land, including 173 hectares for
pond construction and 815.20 hectares encroached for
agriculture and settlements. Other defendants named
include the former District Coordination Committee
chief, an ex-chief administrative officer, an accounts
officer, and an engineer.

The forest encroachment case follows an earlier
embezzlement case filed by the Commission for the
Investigation of Abuse of Authority (CIAA) against
Mayor Thapa and others at the Special Court in June
2024, which remains under judicial consideration. [The
Kathmandu Post]

Nepal: SAFE-Girls project launched to
empower adolescent girls in
Sudurpaschim Province

(rs) In a major step toward advancing gender equality,
the Korea International Cooperation Agency (KOICA)
and the United Nations Population Fund (UNFPA), in
collaboration with the Government of Nepal and Good
Neighbors International Nepal, have launched the Safe
and Enabling Environment for Adolescent Girls (SAFE-
Girls) project. The USD 6 million initiative will empower
adolescent girls and young women across
Sudurpaschim, Lumbini, and Madhesh provinces over
the next three years. [The Himalayan Times]
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Nepal: Marginalized Dalit communities
still awaiting reconstruction aid years
after disasters

(Im) Dalit communities in Nepal's remote regions
continue to suffer the long-term consequences of
natural disasters, as government reconstruction efforts
remain stalled or incomplete years after the events.

In Bajhang district, thousands of Dalits affected by the
October 2021 floods and landslides have yet to receive
promised reconstruction aid. Of the 1,145 homes
damaged district-wide, 463 belonged to Dalit families.
Many were excluded from official beneficiary lists or
received only partial support, forcing approximately
3,000 people to migrate to India for work, leaving
behind locked and abandoned homes.

Official records show that although Dalit families were
disproportionately affected, the second official aid list
drastically reduced the number of beneficiaries from
463 to just 97, of whom only 33 received the first
installment of financial assistance. Local officials admit
that systemic discrimination, bureaucratic
inefficiencies, and political neglect have contributed to
the continued marginalization of Dalit communities.
Aid distribution has been marred by delays,
inconsistencies, and arbitrary exclusion from
beneficiary lists. [The Kathmandu Post 1]

Similarly, in Gorkha district's Barpak village—epicenter
of the 2015 earthquake—Dalit families continue to live
in fragile temporary shelters. Despite a 2023
government decision to allocate alternative land for
resettlement, political divisions between local factions
have stalled the reconstruction process. Internal
disagreements have prevented the relocation and
rebuilding efforts from advancing, leaving displaced
families without secure housing or basic infrastructure
after a decade.

In Sindhupalchok district, one of the areas hardest hit
by the 2015 earthquake, many survivors, particularly
from marginalized groups, remain in precarious
shelters. Although government figures indicate that 84
percent of beneficiaries have rebuilt homes, thousands
of the poorest households have been left behind.
Displaced families endure extreme weather conditions,
deteriorating health, and ongoing economic hardship.
[The Kathmandu Post 2]

Nepal: Meta given one-week ultimatum to
register or face potential ban
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(rs) Nepal's Minister for Communication and
Information Technology, Prithvi Subba Gurung, has
issued a one-week ultimatum to tech giant Meta, the
parent company of Facebook, Instagram, and
Messenger, demanding that it officially register in
Nepal or face a nationwide ban. Speaking at a Right to
Information event, the minister revealed that the
government had contacted Meta three times without
receiving any response. He criticized Meta'’s failure to
comply with Nepalese laws as a sign of disrespect,
emphasizing that no company should operate in the
country without adhering to national regulations.

While other platforms such as TikTok and Viber have
already completed registration procedures, Meta has
yet to establish a formal presence. Talks are ongoing
between ministry officials and Meta representatives to
set up a local point of contact. The minister also
stressed the importance of finalizing the upcoming
Social Media Regulation Bill, highlighting that
regulation is essential to protect national integrity,
maintain social harmony, and prevent the misuse of
digital platforms.

During the event, Gurung reiterated the centrality of
the Right to Information in a democratic society and
called on the National Information Commission to
promote transparency while combating
misinformation. Commissioners present at the event
urged all government agencies to embrace openness
and affirmed that sharing information of public
interest should not be treated as a punishable act.
[The Rising Nepal]

Nepal: ISPs struggle to clear dues to
Indian providers amid tax complications

(rs) Nepali internet service providers (ISPs) continue to
face difficulties in settling more than USD 60 million
owed to Indian upstream providers, mainly Airtel and
Tata, despite partial payments made over the past two
years. WorldLink Communications recently paid USD
7.5 million after obtaining a government
recommendation for foreign currency exchange.
However, further payments have stalled as the
government has withheld additional foreign exchange
approvals until ISPs clear all outstanding tax liabilities.

While taxes for the previous fiscal year have been
settled, unpaid taxes for the current fiscal year are
causing delays. Subisu Cablenet alone owes around
USD 11.3 million to upstream providers and still has
over USD 1.3 million in outstanding taxes. Airtel and
Tata supply approximately 90 percent of Nepal's
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internet bandwidth, with Airtel accounting for about 70
percent. Upstream dues have remained largely
unsettled since 2023.

To prevent service disruptions, the Ministry of
Communications has begun recommending foreign
currency exchange permissions for ISPs that have
fulfilled their tax obligations. Officials estimate that full
settlement of outstanding dues could be achieved
within three to four months if taxes are paid on
schedule.

Although a 47-minute nationwide internet outage in
February 2025 was caused by fiber cuts in Airtel's
network infrastructure—not unpaid dues, as initially
suspected—previous disruptions, such as one in May
2023, were directly linked to overdue payments.

Meanwhile, Nepal's Parliament Public Accounts
Committee has ruled that ISPs must pay taxes on both
telecom services and non-telecom services, such as
data centers and cloud services, for previous fiscal
years. This decision overturns earlier efforts by some
ISPs to seek tax waivers. The Ministry of
Communications is now pushing ISPs to urgently settle
all outstanding liabilities to stabilize the sector. [The
Kathmandu Post]

Nepal: Over USD 37.5 million in unspent
budget returned to state treasury

(rs) More than USD 37.5 million (NPR 5.08 billion) in
unspent funds has been returned to Nepal's state
treasury, largely from underutilized capital
expenditures for fiscal year 2024-25. The major
contributors include the Ministry of Energy, Water
Resources and Irrigation, which returned
approximately USD 17 million (NPR 2.3 billion), and the
Millennium Challenge Account Nepal (MCA-Nepal),
which refunded about USD 14.5 million (NPR 1.97
billion).

Other agencies, such as the Ministry of
Communications and Information Technology, the
Ministry of Culture, Tourism and Civil Aviation, the
Election Commission, and the Ministry of Land
Management, also refunded portions of their allocated
budgets.

MCA-Nepal alone returned 58 percent of its allocated
budget for the fiscal year, following an even weaker
performance last year when 70 percent of its USD 81.3
million (NPR 11 billion) budget remained unused.
Delays in land acquisition for transmission line
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construction were cited as a major reason for the low
spending rate. [The Rising Nepal]

Nepal: Aviation reforms advance with
new regulations amid political pressure
over sector failures

(rs) Nepal has introduced the Air Service Management
Regulation 2025, aiming to modernize and address
long-standing issues in the aviation sector. The
regulation simplifies the process for international
airlines by removing the requirement for competitive
bidding, allowing direct applications with necessary
documentation. It also eliminates restrictions on
domestic airlines, which previously needed five years
of operational experience and three aircraft to apply
for international routes. Now, eligibility is based on
investment capacity, encouraging faster expansion.
[The Himalayan Times 1]

The regulatory overhaul comes amid mounting
domestic political pressure to address aviation sector
weaknesses. Ruling Nepali Congress lawmaker
Rajendra Bajgain publicly criticized Culture, Tourism,
and Civil Aviation Minister Badri Prasad Pandey for
failing to tackle rampant corruption and aviation safety
issues. Speaking in Parliament, Bajgain cited Nepal's
continued blacklisting by the European Union and
intensified scrutiny from the International Civil Aviation
Organization as symptoms of deep structural
problems.

Bajgain further warned that without swift action—
including passage of a strong Nepal Aviation Service
Bill—the country risks deeper international isolation
and damage to its vital tourism industry, noting that
the 2025 Everest season alone has drawn over 2,000
climbers and support staff. He criticized the ministry’s
lack of a disaster management plan, its failure to
properly manage climbing routes, and pointed to
recurring scandals like the "fake rescue" scam as
evidence of administrative failure. [The Himalayan
Times 2]

Nepal's aviation sector, despite facing these systemic
challenges, has witnessed rapid growth. In 2024,
Kathmandu's Tribhuvan International Airport handled
4.96 million international travelers, nearly five times
the volume recorded in 2000. Domestically, air
passenger traffic rose by 7.72 percent to a record 4.47
million, driven partly by seasonal disruptions to road
transport during late monsoon floods. [The Himalayan
Times 1]
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Nepal: Depleting natural water sources in
Mustang threaten agriculture and
livelihoods

(rs) Natural water sources in Mustang, a trans-
Himalayan region in Nepal's Gandaki Province, are
rapidly depleting, creating severe challenges for
farmers, livestock owners, and residents. Locals
attribute the worsening crisis to rising temperatures
caused by climate change, which have strained
traditional water supplies and disrupted established
patterns of agricultural and domestic water use.

In Gharapjhong and Waragung Muktikshetra
municipalities, residents have raised urgent concerns
over dwindling water availability for drinking, farming,
and livestock. The situation has been exacerbated by
increasing household numbers in areas such as
Jomsom, intensifying already critical shortages.

Farmers report increasingly unpredictable harvests,
with apple production fluctuating sharply year to year.
Yak farmers face additional hardship as diminishing
snowfall reduces vegetation growth, pushing wildlife
into human settlements in search of food. Although
three glacial sources continue to supply drinking water
to Jomsom Bazaar, these reserves are rapidly declining.
Even with access to alternative sources like Kungle Hill
and Thini, demand in Jomsom's expanding commercial
hub consistently outpaces supply.

The absence of regular snowfall, early flower drops,
rising temperatures, and a surge in crop diseases have
further deteriorated the quality and yield of Mustang's
primary agricultural products, including apples and
indigenous grains. Farmers and community leaders are
calling for urgent investment in sustainable water
management solutions to avert deeper economic and
ecological crises. [The Himalayan Times]

Nepal: Road and bridge projects in
Sudurpaschim province face prolonged
delays

(Im) Road and bridge projects across Nepal's
Sudurpaschim Province, particularly in the hill districts
of Achham and Bajura, continue to face years-long
delays as authorities fail to take effective action against
underperforming contractors. Despite repeated
deadline extensions and warnings, contractors have
neither completed the works nor faced meaningful
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legal consequences. The Infrastructure Development
Office in Achham, responsible for overseeing 13 road
and six motorable bridge projects worth NPR 3.57
billion (USD 26.06 million), has seen minimal progress,
with expenditures surpassing NPR 1.89 billion (USD
13.79 million) but few projects reaching completion.
[The Kathmandu Post]

Nepal: Flush season deepens dairy crisis
as farmer dues remain unpaid

(rs) Nepal's dairy farmers are facing escalating financial
distress, as the state-owned Dairy Development
Corporation (DDC) has delayed payments to farmers
for nearly four months. Approximately USD 6.8 million
(NPR 917 million) in dues dating back to January
remain unpaid, while milk sales continue to decline,
worsened by the ongoing flush season, which boosts
milk production from August to February.

Dependent solely on sales revenue, DDC is now
grappling with mounting inventory, including 750
tonnes of butter and 950 tonnes of powdered milk.
Although it sells approximately 85,000 to 86,000 liters
of milk daily, DDC struggles to compete with cheaper
private brands that benefit from lower production
costs. Burdened by government-mandated farmer
payment rates and higher internal staffing costs, DDC
cannot lower its prices to match private sector
competition.

Efforts to export surplus butter to China have stalled,
despite the completion of formalities and laboratory
testing. Officials attribute the delay partly to price
differences between DDC and private dairies. Overall,
dairy demand has dropped sharply, with milk prices
exceeding USD 0.83 (NPR 112) per liter, amid declining
household incomes, rising unemployment, and
increased youth migration. Across Nepal's dairy sector,
unsold products now represent a stockpile equivalent
to 500 million liters of milk in value.

Last September, DDC secured a USD 4.5 million (NPR
607 million) loan to partly settle farmer payments.
However, both state-owned and private dairies report
deteriorating cash flow, rising debts, and inventories
aging beyond one year. Despite government directives
to clear pending dues, private dairies cite a "dairy
recession" and continue requesting soft loans, which
have so far been denied.

While some relief is anticipated with the arrival of
summer, expected to boost dairy demand slightly,
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significant challenges persist for Nepal's once-thriving
dairy industry. [The Kathmandu Post]

Pakistan: Government shelves
controversial canal project amid domestic
resistance and India tensions

(Im) Pakistan's government has decided to halt plans
for constructing new canals on the Indus River,
following mounting domestic pressure and escalating
tensions with neighboring India following the terrorist
attack in Indian-administered Kashmir. New Delhi has
blamed Pakistan for the attack, which Islamabad
strongly denies.

The irrigation project, launched in February 2025,
envisioned a network of six canals to irrigate millions
of acres of barren land and boost food security for the
country’s 240 million people. However, the plan
immediately faced fierce opposition, particularly from
the Pakistan People's Party (PPP), which governs Sindh
province and is a key member of the federal coalition
government. Critics warned that the project would
cause severe water shortages in southern provinces,
with the PPP threatening to withdraw from the ruling
coalition if the federal government proceeded without
provincial consensus [see AiR No. 16, April/2025, 4]
Widespread protests in Sindh, led by civil society
groups and nationalist parties, also heightened
political pressure.

Simultaneously, external tensions added urgency to
the decision. India’s suspension of the Indus Waters
Treaty — the long-standing agreement governing the
division of the Indus River system — raised fears over
future water scarcity, with Pakistan denouncing the
move as an "act of war." In this volatile context,
proceeding with new canal construction risked
exacerbating domestic provincial disputes precisely
when national unity over water rights was urgently
needed.

Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif convened a meeting of
the Council of Common Interests (CCl) on April 28,
where it was decided that no new canals would be
built without full provincial agreement. A federal
committee will be established to engage provincial
governments in formulating a long-term, consensus-
based agricultural and water management policy. The
government emphasized that water rights of all
provinces would continue to be safeguarded under the
Water Apportionment Accord of 1991 and the Water
Policy of 2018. [Arab News 1] [Arab News 2]
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Pakistan: Clash among IHC judges
intensifies over case proceedings

(Im) The clash among judges at the Islamabad High
Court (IHC) has escalated following Justice Babar
Sattar’'s statement that a division bench, led by IHC
Acting Chief Justice Sardar Muhammad Sarfraz Dogar,
does not have the authority to suspend proceedings
pending before a single bench. Justice Sattar made the
remarks after a case concerning the Department of
Immigration and Passport was delayed.

The case, which was adjourned by Justice Sattar on
March 26, was not listed for hearing on April 28 in the
Regular Cause List. In response, Justice Sattar issued a
directive to the IHC deputy registrar to list the matter
for hearing on the scheduled date, stating that the
order from March 26 remained valid and had not been
impugned in any competent court.

However, the deputy registrar informed the bench that
an objection application had been filed before the
Divisional Bench-I, challenging Justice Sattar's March 26
order. The division bench had previously admitted the
appeal for regular hearing and ordered the registrar to
club the matter with two other cases.

Despite this, Justice Sattar proceeded with the hearing
on April 28, and issued an 8-page order, stating that his
March 26 and March 12 orders were interlocutory and
that the final adjudication of the matter remains
pending. He criticized the division bench for not being
properly informed of the legal principles governing
such cases, adding that it was “unthinkable” they would
have issued directions that “frustrated” the
proceedings of a bench already handling the matter.

Justice Sattar further clarified that the Supreme Court
has made it clear that no administrative authority,
including the office of the Chief Justice, has the right to
interfere with a matter pending before a duly
constituted bench.

In addition to the ongoing conflict, the Lahore High
Court Bar Association has submitted a rejoinder in the
case concerning IHC judges' seniority, which is
expected to be heard by a five-member constitutional
bench of the Supreme Court on April 29. [The Express
Tribune]
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Pakistan: Detained rights activist Dr.
Mahrang Baloch launches hunger strike
over mistreatment

(Im) Detained Pakistani rights activist Dr. Mahrang
Baloch has launched a hunger strike alongside other
detainees to protest alleged mistreatment by
authorities and the failure of the justice system.
Mahrang was arrested last month on charges of
terrorism, sedition, and murder amid an ongoing
security crackdown in Balochistan, where authorities
are battling a growing insurgency. Rights groups have
accused Pakistani security forces of widespread abuses
against civilians, accusations the government denies.

According to the Baloch Yakjehti Committee (BYC), the
hunger strike began after the attempted abduction
and beating of a detained Baloch activist, who was
subsequently moved to another prison. Four other
activists have joined the hunger strike. The BYC stated
that all detainees are peaceful political workers
imprisoned solely for organizing non-violent protests.

Earlier in March, a group of a dozen UN experts called
on Pakistan to release detained Baloch rights
defenders, including Dr. Mahrang, and to halt
repression of peaceful protests. UN Special Rapporteur
Mary Lawlor expressed concern over reports of
continued mistreatment in prison. Meanwhile,
Pakistan's judiciary has declined to rule on Mahrang's
detention, leaving her fate in the hands of the
provincial government. [Arab News]

Pakistan: New polio cases confirmed in
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa as militancy
hampers eradication efforts

(sn) Pakistan’s polio eradication program confirmed
two new cases of the disease in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa,
bringing the total number of cases reported in 2025 to
eight. The new cases were detected in Bannu district
during the country's ongoing week-long vaccination
campaign aimed at immunizing over 45 million
children nationwide. This drive is the second major
campaign of 2025, with a third planned from May 26 to
June 1.

Pakistan and Afghanistan remain the world’s only two
polio-endemic countries, despite decades of progress.
However, rising militancy continues to hamper
eradication efforts. In recent incidents, two security
officials assigned to protect a vaccination team were
killed in Mastung's Teri area on April 23. Separately, a
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militant was killed after opening fire on a police team
escorting vaccinators near Wana in South Waziristan
district.

Persistent misinformation claiming that immunization
campaigns are part of a foreign conspiracy to sterilize
Muslim children continues to fuel resistance, while
militant groups have frequently targeted vaccination
workers and their security escorts. [Arab News 1] [Arab
News 2]

Pakistan: Government highlights
improving economic indicators as
inflation falls sharply

(Im) Pakistan’s Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif
expressed satisfaction over a sharp decline in the
country's Sensitive Price Index (SPI), noting that it fell
to minus 3.52 percent in April 2025 compared to 26.94
percent a year earlier. The SPI tracks weekly changes in
the prices of essential goods and services, particularly
affecting low- and middle-income households. Sharif
praised his economic team for stabilizing the economy
and curbing inflation, emphasizing that the
government is committed to ensuring that
improvements translate into tangible benefits for the
public.

Separately, the Finance Division projected that inflation
in April would remain between 1.5 and 2 percent, with
a potential increase to 3.0 to 4.0 percent by May 2025.
The central bank has reduced its policy rate to 12
percent following a series of aggressive cuts totaling
1,000 basis points since June 2024. The Consumer
Price Index (CPI) inflation eased to 0.7 percent year-on-
year in March 2025, down significantly from 20.7
percent in March 2024.

The government also reported that Pakistan's
macroeconomic indicators are showing signs of overall
stabilization. Improvements were noted in the current
account, with a surplus driven by export growth and
remittances, while foreign exchange reserves
strengthened and the exchange rate remained stable.
Revenue mobilization efforts and restrained spending
contributed to a narrower fiscal deficit and a surplus
primary balance.

The Finance Division further highlighted positive trends
in high-frequency economic indicators, including rising
automobile production and raw material imports.
Improved weather and water availability are expected
to enhance agricultural output, contributing to overall
economic growth. Exports and remittances are


https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-sduykty-l-jyl/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-sduykty-l-jyr/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-sduykty-l-jyr/

projected to maintain their upward trend in the
coming months, helping keep the current account
within a manageable range. [Arab News 1] [Arab News
2]

Pakistan: Stock market plunges amid
surging tensions with India

(Im) The Pakistan Stock Exchange (PSX) experienced a
sharp decline on April 28, as escalating tensions with
neighboring India triggered a wave of investor anxiety
and sell-offs. The benchmark KSE-100 index, which
tracks the performance of the top 100 companies
listed on the PSX by market capitalization, shed
1,405.44 points, or 1.22 percent, closing at 115,469.34
points after reaching an intraday high of 116,658.94
points.

The deterioration in market sentiment came amid
heightened geopolitical tensions following the killing of
26 tourists in Indian-administered Kashmir on April 22.
India has blamed Pakistan for the attack, which
Islamabad strongly denies.

Despite the decline, overall trading remained active,
with 533 million shares changing hands and a turnover
of PKR 33.7 billion (approximately USD 121.32 million).
Major firms like Systems Limited, Lucky Cement, and
Meezan Bank contributed significantly to the losses.
[Arab News]

Pakistan: Islamabad to host inaugural
digital foreign direct investment forum

(Im) Pakistan will host its first-ever Digital Foreign
Direct Investment (DFDI) Forum from April 29 to 30 in
Islamabad, aiming to showcase its digital economy
potential, attract foreign investment, and foster
technology exchanges.

Organized by the Ministry of IT and
Telecommunication in collaboration with the Digital
Cooperation Organization (DCO), the forum will gather
over 400 delegates and representatives from more
than 200 IT and telecom companies across 30
countries. Discussions will focus on frameworks to
enhance digital infrastructure, boost exports, and
promote adoption of emerging technologies like
fintech, artificial intelligence, and cybersecurity across
the DCO’s 16 member states.
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IT Minister Shaza Fatima Khawaja emphasized that the
forum seeks to position Pakistan as a pivotal hub for
digital investment, leveraging its growing IT sector,
skilled workforce, and supportive policies. Pakistan’s IT
exports reached USD 1.86 billion in the first half of
fiscal year 2024-2025, reflecting a 28.04 percent year-
on-year increase.

However, the forum comes against a backdrop of
concerns over internet freedom. Internet speeds have
been slowed, VPN use restricted, and the social media
platform X has been blocked for over a year. Although
officials deny systematic censorship, rights groups
warn that recent measures, including a new social
media regulation law, could stifle press freedom and
hinder the country’s digital economy.

Despite these challenges, Pakistan remains optimistic
about achieving its target of USD 4 billion in IT exports
this year. [Arab News]

Pakistan: Sindh and Islamic Development
Bank expand cooperation

(Im) Pakistan’s Sindh Chief Minister Murad Ali Shah met
with a high-level delegation from the Islamic
Development Bank (IsDB) in Karachi on April 24 to
review progress on major development initiatives. The
IsDB is currently financing USD 200 million for the
reconstruction of houses under the Sindh Flood
Emergency Housing Reconstruction Project (SFEHRP) to
assist communities affected by the catastrophic 2022
floods, which caused over USD 33 billion in damages
nationwide.

During the meeting, Shah expressed gratitude for
IsDB's contributions and discussed expanding
collaboration on Water, Sanitation, and Hygiene
(WASH) projects to improve health conditions in flood-
affected and underserved areas. In response, the IsDB
agreed to provide additional support for WASH
initiatives in Sindh.

Shah emphasized that the housing reconstruction is
being conducted through an owner-driven, multi-
hazard-resilient approach to strengthen community
resilience after the 2022 disaster. In addition to
housing, discussions also covered the Sindh Integrated
Health and Women Empowerment Project, a USD 280
million initiative co-financed by the IsDB, the Sindh
government, and foreign fund assistance. The project
targets improved access to reproductive, maternal,
newborn, child, adolescent, and nutrition (RMNCAH+N)
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services, with a particular focus on women and
adolescents.

As part of the program, 6,000 women are set to benefit
from new skill development initiatives overseen by a
third-party firm, while 124 government dispensaries
will be rehabilitated and upgraded based on
completed diagnostic and preliminary design reports.
[Arab News]

Pakistan: Visa to expand presence,
partner with 1Link and PayPak to boost
digital economy

(Im) Pakistan's Finance Minister Muhammad
Aurangzeb announced that U.S.-based financial
services company Visa will triple the size of its office in
Pakistan and partner with 1Link and PayPak, the
country's first domestic payment card scheme.

Visa operates one of the world's largest electronic
payment networks, while 1Link and PayPak are
designed to facilitate local transactions within Pakistan.
The finance minister emphasized that the expanded
collaboration will support the growth of digital
payments, facilitate remittances, and further integrate
Pakistan’s economy into the global financial system. He
also assured Visa of the government's full support in
resolving any operational issues as the company
deepens its engagement with Pakistan. [Arab News]

Pakistan: World Bank approves USD 108
million for rural and tourism development
in Khyber-Pakhtunkhwa

(Im) The World Bank has approved USD 108 million for
two key development projects in Khyber-Pakhtunkhwa
(K-P), Pakistan, aimed at improving infrastructure,
increasing access to essential services, and fostering
sustainable tourism.

The funding includes USD 78 million for the Khyber-
Pakhtunkhwa Rural Accessibility Project (KPRAP) and
USD 30 million for the Khyber-Pakhtunkhwa Integrated
Tourism Development Project (KITE). These projects
focus on rehabilitating rural roads, improving climate
resilience, and supporting the region’s growing tourism
sector.[The Express Tribune]
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Pakistan: Surge of violence leaves nearly
90 dead across Balochistan and Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa

(sn) Pakistan faced a dramatic escalation of violence
over the past week, with militant attacks and
counterterrorism operations intensifying in the
provinces of Balochistan and Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
(KP). A total of 89 individuals—including militants,
civilians, and security personnel—were killed in various
incidents, underscoring Pakistan's deteriorating
internal security environment as tensions with
neighboring India simultaneously escalate.

In KP, Pakistan's military reported that 71 militants
were killed in three days of operations in North
Waziristan, where forces thwarted an infiltration
attempt along the Afghanistan border. A "sanitization
operation" conducted on April 27-28 neutralized 17
additional militants after 54 militants were earlier killed
while attempting to cross into Pakistan. The army
blamed the Tehreek-e-Taliban Pakistan (TTP) and
accused India of orchestrating some of the infiltration
attempts to distract Pakistan from its domestic
counterterrorism efforts—an allegation New Delhi has
not formally responded to. [Arab News 1] [Arab News
2] [ISPR 1] [ISPR 2]

Meanwhile, a deadly blast struck the offices of a pro-
government peace committee in South Waziristan's
Wana city on April 28, killing seven people and injuring
at least 16 others. Although no group has claimed
responsibility, suspicion has fallen on the TTP, which
has historically targeted tribal elders cooperating with
the government. [Arab News 3]

In Balochistan, security forces killed nine TTP militants
during a raid in the Khanai Baba area of Pishin district
on April 26, seizing explosives and weapons. The
militants were reportedly involved in previous attacks
across the province. [Arab News 4]

Balochistan also witnessed a series of deadly
bombings. On April 24, an improvised explosive device
(IED) attack in Kalat district killed three civilians,
including two women, and injured five others. On April
25, another roadside bomb targeting bomb disposal
personnel in the Marget coalfield near Quetta killed
three paramilitary troops and wounded four others.
While no group claimed immediate responsibility,
authorities suspect Baloch separatist organizations
such as the Baloch Liberation Army (BLA), which has a
long history of targeting Pakistani forces. [Arab News
51 [Arab News ]
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Further militant engagements occurred across KP. In
Bannu district, six militants were killed and four
wounded during an intelligence-based operation. In
separate actions, eight militants were killed in Karak
district, four in North Waziristan (where two Pakistani
soldiers also died), and three more militants were
neutralized in the Gomal Zam area. [Arab News ] [ISPR]

The wave of violence comes amid broader instability in
Pakistan. Last month, the Baloch Liberation Army
hijacked a passenger train in Bolan Pass, resulting in
the deaths of 23 soldiers, three railway workers, five
passengers, and at least 33 insurgents. Pakistan has
accused Afghanistan and India of supporting separatist
militants in Balochistan, allegations denied by both
countries.

Sri Lanka: Former President
Wickremesinghe questioned in Uva
Provincial Council fund misuse case

(Im) Former President Ranil Wickremesinghe appeared
before the Commission to Investigate Allegations of
Bribery or Corruption (CIABOC) on April 28 to provide a
statement regarding his public defense of MP Chamara
Sampath Dassanayake, who is under investigation for
alleged misappropriation of Uva Provincial Council
funds.

Dassanayake, a former Chief Minister of Uva Province,
faces multiple corruption charges, including the
premature withdrawal of fixed deposits held by the
Uva Provincial Council, resulting in an estimated loss of
LKR 17.3 million (approximately USD 58,820) to the
government. Additionally, he is accused of soliciting
funds from state banks under the pretext of procuring
school supplies, with some funds allegedly diverted to
his personal foundation.

Wickremesinghe had publicly stated that the
withdrawal of council funds for expenditure was not a
crime and suggested that retaining public funds in
fixed deposits could be considered improper. CIABOC
summoned him to clarify these remarks, as they could
potentially influence the ongoing investigation.

Following his testimony, Wickremesinghe reiterated his
stance, emphasizing that his comments were based on
a Treasury circular issued during his tenure as Prime
Minister, which discouraged placing public funds in
fixed deposits and encouraged their utilization within
the fiscal year. [Daily Mirror 1] [Daily Mirror 2]



https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-sduykty-l-jjh/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-sduykty-l-jjk/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-sduykty-l-jju/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-sduykty-l-jtl/

Sri Lanka: Government under pressure to
clarify stance amid rising Indo-Pak
tensions

(Im) Amid escalating tensions between India and
Pakistan following the Pahalgam attack in Indian-
administered Kashmir, Sri Lanka's government is facing
mounting pressure from opposition parties to clarify
its official position.

Main opposition Sri Lanka Podujana Peramuna (SLPP)
National Organizer Namal Rajapaksa and Samagi Jana
Balawegaya (S)B) MP Dr. Harsha de Silva urged the
government to explain how Colombo would respond if
tensions escalate into open conflict, particularly in light
of a recently signed defence cooperation
memorandum of understanding (MoU) with India. They
emphasized that both Parliament and the public
deserve clarity on the government's regional security

policy.

Adding to the debate, former Minister Udaya
Gammanpila warned that India’s threat to suspend the
Indus Waters Treaty with Pakistan should prompt Sri
Lanka to reconsider its energy connectivity agreements
with India. He cautioned that if India could leverage
humanitarian necessities like water access during a
dispute, similar vulnerabilities could arise in the energy
sector. Gammanpila called for a reassessment of MoUs
on cross-border electricity grids and petroleum
pipelines, especially as India’s growing assertiveness
was reflected in the tripartite MoU with India and the
United Arab Emirates, unusually signed in English,
Hindi, and Arabic. [Daily Mirror 1] [Daily Mirror 2]

Meanwhile, Cabinet Spokesman Dr. Nalinda Jayatissa
announced that Sri Lanka’s government plans to table
all seven recently signed MoUs with India in
Parliament. However, he noted that full disclosure will
require mutual consent under bilateral confidentiality
protocols. Jayatissa stressed that the documents,
approved by the Attorney General and finalized after
extensive ministerial consultation, are non-binding
memoranda rather than treaties. He added that
individuals seeking expedited access may file requests
under the Right to Information (RTI) Act but did not
directly address questions regarding the defense
MoU's implications for third-party naval access, such as
Chinese vessels. [Daily Mirror 3]

Sri Lanka: Vatican names Easter bombing
victims 'heroes of faith' as new
investigation gains momentum
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(Im) The Vatican has officially recognized 167 Catholic
victims of Sri Lanka's 2019 Easter Sunday bombings as
"heroes of faith," Cardinal Malcolm Ranjith announced
during a ceremony marking the sixth anniversary of
the attacks on April 21. [BBC]

The 2019 coordinated suicide bombings, which
targeted Catholic churches and luxury hotels during
Easter mass, killed 269 people and marked the
deadliest act of violence in Sri Lanka since the end of
the civil war in 2009. Despite Muslim extremist groups
claiming responsibility, investigations into the attacks
have remained highly controversial. Families of the
victims and religious leaders have consistently accused
authorities of negligence and political manipulation,
citing ignored intelligence warnings and alleged cover-
ups to facilitate electoral gains.

Public distrust was further fueled by a 2023 Channel 4
documentary suggesting links between the Sri Lankan
government, military elements, and those blamed for
the attacks. The documentary alleged that the
bombings were allowed to occur to bolster national
security narratives ahead of the 2019 presidential
election, which saw Gotabaya Rajapaksa elected to
power. Rajapaksa has denied these allegations.

Following a political transition in 2024, Sri Lanka’s new
government reopened investigations, framing the
bombings as part of a broader conspiracy to influence
political outcomes. As part of the renewed effort,
Senior Superintendent of Police Shani Abeysekara has
been appointed to a five-member committee tasked
with reviewing the Presidential Commission of Inquiry
report on the attacks. The committee, chaired by
Senior Deputy Inspector General Asanga Karawita, will
assess investigative findings and recommendations
related to security lapses and institutional
accountability. [the edition]

Sri Lanka: Legal proceedings and inquiry
intensify against former IGP Deshabandu
Tennakoon

(Im) Legal and institutional proceedings against former
Inspector General of Police (IGP) Deshabandu
Tennakoon are intensifying, with multiple
investigations now underway.

The Matara Magistrate’s Court has ordered the
Attorney General to initiate contempt of court
proceedings before the Court of Appeal, following
allegations that Tennakoon violated bail conditions.
According to a report submitted by the Criminal
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Investigation Department (CID), Tennakoon was
transported from court premises in a BMW vehicle on
April 10, allegedly in breach of directives barring
unauthorized vehicle entry. The Magistrate concluded
that Tennakoon'’s actions constituted a serious affront
to judicial authority, prompting charges under the
Contempt of Court Act and the Judicature Act. [Daily
Mirror 1]

In parallel, a high-level Committee of Inquiry has been
appointed to investigate broader allegations of
misconduct and gross abuse of power against
Tennakoon. The three-member panel is chaired by
Supreme Court Justice Preethi Padman Surasena, and
includes Court of Appeal Justice Neil Iddawela and
National Police Commission Chairman Lalith
Ekanayake. The Committee is tasked with determining
whether sufficient grounds exist for Tennakoon'’s
removal from office. The inquiry was initiated following
a formal proposal to consider his dismissal. [Daily
Mirror 2]

To support the investigation, the Attorney General has
nominated Additional Solicitor General Dileepa Peiris
and Deputy Solicitor General Rajitha Perera to assist
the Committee. The Acting Inspector General of Police
has also appointed a four-member police team,
including an Assistant Superintendent from the CID, to
aid the inquiry process. During its second meeting held
in Parliament, the Committee discussed its structure
and future proceedings, and it is scheduled to
reconvene on April 28 to decide next steps. [Daily
Mirror 3] [Daily Mirror 4]

Separately, former Colombo Crimes Division (CCD)
Director ASP Neuvil Silva surrendered to the Matara
Magistrate’s Court in connection with a 2023 shooting
incident near the W15 Hotel in Weligama. The incident,
which took place on December 31, 2023, involved
allegations of police misconduct during an operation
targeting organized crime and resulted in multiple
investigations into the use of excessive force. Silva
becomes the ninth suspect in the case, which already
includes Tennakoon and other former CCD officers
named under arrest warrants. [Daily Mirror 5]

Sri Lanka: Spike in election complaints
amid allegations of misconduct ahead of
local government polls

(Im) Sri Lanka'’s Election Commission has reported a
sharp rise in complaints related to the upcoming 2025
Local Government (LG) elections, underscoring
mounting concerns over electoral integrity. Between
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March 20 and April 27, a total of 3,276 complaints were
filed, with a record 203 complaints reported within a
single 24-hour period on April 27 alone—the highest
daily figure since the campaign period began. [Daily
Mirror 1]

Earlier, on April 23, the Commission recorded 155
fresh complaints in a single day, previously marking
the highest daily tally. Of the total complaints to date,
272 were submitted to the National Centre for Election
Complaint Management and 2,762 to District Centres.
All reported cases have been categorized as breaches
of election laws, including 21 incidents involving
violence. [Daily Mirror 2]

The surge in complaints comes amid high-profile
accusations of misconduct. Former President
Chandrika Bandaranaike Kumaratunga filed a
complaint with the National Election Commission,
alleging that the 'People’s Alliance' party had unlawfully
used her name and photographs in campaign
materials. Despite her prior warnings, the party
allegedly continued distributing posters and leaflets
featuring her image without authorization. [Daily
Mirror 3]

Sri Lanka: Opposition leader Premadasa
campaigns in Ampara, seeks voter
support for development plans

(db) Sajith Premadasa, leader of the Samagi Jana
Balawegaya (S)B), campaigned in Sri Lanka's Ampara
District between April 21 and April 27, 2025, urging
residents to support the party’s candidates in the
upcoming Local Government Elections to advance
national development and improve living standards.

Speaking at a rally held at Athaullah Arangam,
Premadasa endorsed S.M. Sameem's candidacy for the
Akkaraipattu Municipal Council. He presented the SJB's
development proposals, which aim to build essential
infrastructure and enhance quality of life in the district.
Premadasa highlighted his previous visits to Ampara as
opposition leader, noting that he had delivered
support based on the people’s needs even when no
formal requests were made. Following the event, he
met directly with Muslim women attending the rally to
discuss local issues. [Daily News] [Zira Daily]

The SJB's political gathering attracted a large and
supportive audience, which indicates significant
community backing. With the election drawing closer,
Premadasa’s campaign efforts showcase the party's
focus on connecting with voters directly and their
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dedication to tackling problems at the local level. [Zira
Daily]

Sri Lanka: Colombo court orders CID to
expedite probe into Ella Odyssey ticket
scam

(Im) The Colombo Chief Magistrate's Court has directed
the Criminal Investigation Department (CID) to
expedite its investigation into the alleged Ella Odyssey
train ticket reselling scam. The Ella Odyssey is a luxury
scenic train service launched to promote tourism
between Colombo and Ella, a popular hill country
destination.

The CID informed the court that it is analyzing
telephone records and financial transactions to
determine whether railway officials, including station
masters, facilitated the resale of tickets at inflated
prices, particularly to foreign tourists. Investigators
revealed that original online bookings were allegedly
canceled and reissued under different names through
railway systems, suggesting possible internal collusion.
The suspects’ bank accounts are under scrutiny to
uncover any organized network behind the scheme.

The case is being investigated under the Penal Code
and the Computer Crimes Act. Four suspects
previously arrested are currently out on bail, with
further updates to be reported at the next hearing.
[Daily Mirror]

Sri Lanka: Former agriculture official
arrested over USD 6.9 million fertilizer
deal loss

(Im) Sri Lankan authorities have arrested former
Additional Secretary to the State Ministry of
Agriculture, Mahesh Gammanpila, in connection with a
financial fraud involving the import of organic fertilizer
from China's Qingdao Seawin Biotech in 2021.

The arrest, carried out by the Bribery Commission,
relates to instructions Gammanpila gave to open
Letters of Credit for a substandard shipment, resulting
in a state loss of approximately USD 6.9 million. He is
expected to be produced before the Colombo
Magistrate's Court. [Daily Mirror]
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Sri Lanka: Court dismisses former
minister’s bid to prevent arrest over land
sale case

(Im) The Court of Appeal has dismissed a writ petition
filed by former Minister Prasanna Ranaweera seeking
to prevent his arrest over the alleged illegal sale of
government land in Kelaniya. The decision was
delivered by a two-judge bench following a review of
the case facts.

The Mahara Magistrate's Court has already imposed a
travel ban on Ranaweera and two others in connection
with the investigation. [Daily Mirror]

Sri Lanka: Court orders CID to trace
individuals defaming Appeal Court judge
on social media

(Im) The Colombo Chief Magistrate has directed the
Criminal Investigation Department (CID) to identify and
produce individuals responsible for posting
defamatory and false statements against Court of
Appeal Judge Shashi Mahendran on Facebook.

The order follows a complaint by Judge Mahendran,
who confirmed that allegations linking him to a
controversial judicial decision were fabricated. The CID
has been authorized to request detailed reports from
Meta Platforms Inc. to support the investigation. [Daily
Mirror]

Sri Lanka: Western Province hit hardest
by surge in Chikungunya cases

(Im) The Western Province has recorded the highest
number of Chikungunya cases in Sri Lanka this year,
according to health authorities. Chikungunya is a
mosquito-borne viral disease that causes fever and
severe joint pain, often debilitating those affected.

Out of a total of 16,544 cases reported nationwide
since January 2025, 7,611 cases were reported from
the Western Province alone. Within the province,
Colombo District registered the highest number of
cases with 2,709, followed by Gampaha with 2,453 and
Kalutara with 567. In response, provincial authorities
have launched swift containment measures, including
drone-based fogging operations and public health
campaigns. 18 anti-Chikungunya programs were
conducted in the Western Province during April 2025
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as part of the ongoing effort to curb the disease’s
spread. [Daily Mirror]

Sri Lanka: Electricity prices set to rise
sharply

(db) Sri Lanka is expected to raise electricity prices by
July 1 to meet International Monetary Fund (IMF)
conditions tied to the release of a USD 344 million
tranche under the Extended Fund Facility program. The
IMF has demanded a return to cost-recovery pricing
and proper functioning of the automatic electricity
adjustment mechanism as prerequisites for
completing the Fourth Review of Sri Lanka’s reform
program.

The government had previously reduced tariffs by 20
percent in January 2025, a move that the IMF criticized
for undermining financial sustainability. Following the
adjustment, total IMF disbursements to Sri Lanka
would reach USD 1.7 billion. The Ceylon Electricity
Board is currently calculating the new electricity rates,
which vary depending on hydropower, thermal, and
solar energy contributions. [Daily Mirror]

Meanwhile, former Minister and United National Party
Chairman Vajira Abeywardana warned at a political
gathering in Galle that electricity costs could triple by
December 2025. He further predicted that Sri Lanka's
economy could collapse around November or
December if corrective measures are not taken.
Although not currently a member of Parliament,
Abeywardana expressed his willingness to assume
responsibility should the situation deteriorate. [Ada
Derana]

Sri Lanka’'s economic recovery remains fragile despite
signs of progress, including a 5 percent growth
rebound in 2024, increased revenue-to-GDP ratio, and
official reserves reaching USD 6.5 billion (LKR 1.9
trillion) by March 2025.

Sri Lanka: Staff-level agreement reached
with IMF on fourth EFF review

(Im) Sri Lanka has reached a staff-level agreement with
the International Monetary Fund (IMF) on the Fourth
Review of its economic reform program under the
Extended Fund Facility (EFF), bringing the country
closer to receiving approximately USD 344 million in
additional funding, pending approval by the IMF
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Executive Board. The agreement follows a series of
constructive discussions held both in Colombo and
during the IMF and World Bank Spring Meetings in
Washington, D.C.

The announcement comes after earlier expressions of
optimism by Minister of Labour Anil Jayantha
Fernando, who had noted that preliminary discussions
between Sri Lankan authorities and the IMF were
progressing successfully. The Sri Lankan delegation
also engaged with the United States Trade
Representative's office on recently imposed reciprocal
tariffs, concluding discussions on a positive note, and
reinforcing the country's broader diplomatic efforts to
safeguard trade and investment ties.

Under the 48-month EFF arrangement, initially
approved in March 2023 for a total of SDR 2.3 billion
(approximately USD 3 billion), Sri Lanka has already
received SDR 1.016 billion (approximately USD 1.378
billion). Upon Executive Board approval of the Fourth
Review, total disbursements would rise to SDR 1.27
billion (approximately USD 1.722 billion). The IMF
noted that Sri Lanka’s ambitious reform agenda has
delivered notable outcomes, including a post-crisis
economic rebound of 5 percent growth in 2024,
progress in revenue mobilization, reserve
accumulation, and structural reforms. Most
quantitative targets and structural benchmarks for the
March-April period were met, although restoring cost-
recovery electricity pricing remains a key outstanding
issue.

The IMF emphasized that maintaining reform
momentum, prudent fiscal management, and strong
social safety nets is essential to mitigate risks,
particularly amid global trade policy uncertainties.
Debt restructuring, a major element of the EFF
program, is reportedly nearing completion. The Fund
praised the Sri Lankan authorities' commitment to
reform, fiscal discipline, and anti-corruption efforts,
stressing that continued policy continuity will be crucial
to preserving the country’s fragile recovery and
ensuring long-term macroeconomic stability. [Daily
Mirror 1] [Daily Mirror 2]

Sri Lanka: Poverty remains high despite
post-crisis economic recovery, World Bank
warns

(Im) Despite signs of post-crisis economic recovery,
nearly one third of Sri Lanka’s population remains
either in poverty or at risk of falling back into poverty,
according to the World Bank's latest update released


https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-sduykty-l-jdt/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-sduykty-l-jdt/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-sduykty-l-jdi/

on April 23. While the economy grew by 5.0 percentin
2024, surpassing the earlier forecast of 4.4 percent, the
national poverty rate stood at 24.5 percent, with
household incomes and employment levels still
significantly below pre-crisis figures. Measured against
a threshold of USD 3.65 per day, the poverty rate has
nearly doubled since 2019, reflecting persistent
vulnerabilities despite macroeconomic improvements.

The World Bank projects that Sri Lanka's economic
growth will slow to 3.5 percent in 2025 and further
moderate to 3.1 percent in 2026, citing risks from
global trade uncertainties and the potential
reimposition of steep tariffs by the United States.
Although the 44 percent reciprocal tariff on Sri Lankan
goods was suspended for 90 days, negotiations remain
ongoing. The United States accounts for nearly 25
percent of Sri Lanka’s USD 12 billion in merchandise
exports. Export pressures, compounded by domestic
labor market struggles and increased emigration, have
weakened household welfare and prolonged poverty
risks.

According to the Department of Census and Statistics
(DCS), 71 percent of females aged 15 and above are
economically inactive, and the youth unemployment
rate stands at 25.7 percent. The minimum monthly
expenditure required to meet basic needs rose to LKR
16,318 (USD 55.48) in February 2025, representing a
134 percent increase since 2019. The World Food
Program reported worsening child malnutrition rates,
with increases in both wasting and stunting among
children under five, underscoring systemic nutrition
challenges.

Sri Lanka's financial crisis, triggered by a USD 46 billion
foreign debt default in April 2022, led to mass protests
and the resignation of former President Gotabaya
Rajapaksa. His successor, Ranil Wickremesinghe,
secured a USD 2.9 billion four-year bailout from the
International Monetary Fund and implemented
austerity measures, including subsidy cuts and tax
hikes. Current President Anura Kumara Dissanayake,
who assumed office in September 2024, has continued
many of these fiscal policies and has called for a
unified national strategy in trade negotiations with
Washington to stabilize the economy. [the edition]
[Daily Mirror]

Sri Lanka: Government forecasts record
revenue in 2025, pushes for full taxpayer
registration
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(Im) President Anura Kumara Dissanayake announced
that 2025 will mark Sri Lanka’s highest-ever treasury
revenue, citing Inland Revenue and Customs
Department collections already surpassing targets in
early 2025. Speaking at an election rally, he
emphasized that tax revenues would be used
transparently for public benefit, with reasonable
taxation policies supporting business growth.

The president highlighted broader achievements
under the National People's Power (NPP) government,
including stabilizing the economy, maintaining a stable
exchange rate, lowering interest rates below 10
percent, reducing government privileges to curb waste,
and reinforcing law and order. [Daily Mirror 1]

Meanwhile, the Inland Revenue Department (IRD)
reported that 10 million Sri Lankans have now
registered for Taxpayer Identification Numbers (TINs),
following the mandatory registration rule issued in
May 2023. However, around 7 million eligible
individuals remain unregistered. The IRD has launched
an online registration platform and warned that TINs
will soon be required for essential financial and legal
transactions, including bank operations, property
registration, and business licensing. [Daily Mirror 2]

Sri Lanka: Port of Colombo sees dip in
transshipment volumes in first quarter of
2025

(Im) Transshipment volumes at the Port of Colombo,
Sri Lanka's main international gateway and one of
South Asia's busiest container hubs, declined by 6.3
percent year-on-year in the first quarter of 2025,
totaling 1.53 million twenty-foot equivalent units
(TEUs), down from 1.64 million TEUs during the same
period in 2024. The decrease marks a notable shift
from the strong growth the port experienced in 2024
when Red Sea disruptions had temporarily boosted
traffic. The mainline shipping lines earlier this year
withdrew some services due to congestion issues, and
those services have yet to return. Although March 2025
showed a smaller year-on-year decline of 3.3 percent,
overall transshipment volumes fell across all three
months.

The contribution of transshipment to the Port's overall
container throughput also dropped, accounting for 79
percent of volumes in 1Q25 compared to 82 percent a
year earlier. Total container throughput for the quarter
stood at 1.94 million TEUs, reflecting a 3.6 percent
year-on-year decrease
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Total vessel arrivals at the Port of Colombo fell by 2.9
percent year-on-year to 998 ships, with container ship
arrivals declining by 3.9 percent. Analysts have linked
the decline in some terminal volumes, particularly at
the Colombo International Container Terminal (CICT),
to broader uncertainties and disruptions in global
shipping, including ongoing impacts from the U.S.-
China trade war and new tariff policies introduced by
U.S. President Donald Trump. [Daily Mirror]

Sri Lanka: Fitch assigns top financial
strength rating to Sri Lanka Insurance Life

(db) Fitch Ratings has assigned Sri Lanka Insurance Life
(SLIC Life) an “A+(lka)" National Insurer Financial
Strength rating with a “Stable Outlook,” marking the
highest rating Fitch has awarded any life insurer in Sri
Lanka as of April 25.

The rating reflects SLIC Life's strong financial health,
dominant market share, and sound risk management.
The company's risk-based capital ratio stood at 646
percent in mid-2024, supporting its ability to meet
policyholder obligations. Gross written premiums also
rose by 18 percent in early 2024, driven by both new
and renewed policies. [Daily News]

Sri Lanka: Delay in Slave Island flyover
construction incurs USD 1.36 million loss

(Im) Sri Lanka's Transport Minister announced that the
government faces more than LKR 400 million
(approximately USD 1.36 million) in delay charges due
to setbacks in constructing the Slave Island flyover,
linking Baladaksha Mawatha to Chittampalam A.
Gardiner Mawatha in Colombo.

The delay, caused primarily by issues surrounding the
relocation of police quarters at the site, has resulted in
additional daily penalties of LKR 500,000
(approximately USD 1,700). The Transport Ministry
confirmed that the Acting Inspector General of Police
has agreed to expedite the relocation of affected
families, clearing the way for construction to resume.
[Daily Mirror]

Sri Lanka: President pledges international
cricket stadium for the north
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(Im) President Anura Kumara Dissanayake announced
plans to construct an international cricket stadium in
northern Sri Lanka, aiming to promote unity and
development in the region. Speaking at an electoral
rally ahead of the Local Government elections, he
stated that the inaugural match would be held soon
after completion, providing an inclusive space for all
communities to come together.

The pledge follows a previous appeal by Sri Lanka's
1996 World Cup-winning cricket team for Indian
assistance in building a stadium in Jaffna. [Daily Mirror]

Sri Lanka: Opposition MP calls for Public
Security Minister’s resignation over surge
in Killings

(Im) Samagi Jana Balawegaya (S)B) MP Dayasiri
Jayasekera has called for the resignation of Public
Security Minister Ananda Wijepala, citing a failure to
maintain law and order amid a recent surge in killings.
Speaking at a media briefing, Jayasekera criticized the
minister for not fulfilling the responsibilities vested in
his office, noting that there have been 31 shooting
incidents resulting in around 27 deaths over the past
few weeks. He pointed specifically to the recent killing
of Sri Lanka Podujana Peramuna (SLPP) activist Dan
Priyasad as part of the deteriorating security situation.
Jayasekera also said that senior officials, including the
Acting Inspector General of Police, share responsibility
for the violence. He further argued that blanket helmet
checks on motorcyclists are not an effective strategy
for preventing crime. [Daily Mirror]

Sri Lanka: All Matara prison inmates
transferred after inmate clash

(Im) Sri Lankan authorities have transferred all inmates
from Matara Prison to the Angunakolapelessa Prison
following a clash between two inmate groups on the
night of April 22. Relatives of the inmates were urged
not to panic, as the transfer was described as a
precautionary measure to maintain order and ensure
safety. Investigations into the incident are currently
ongoing. [Daily Mirror]

Sri Lanka: Over 2,500 cyber incidents
reported in 2025
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(Im) The Sri Lanka Computer Emergency Readiness
Team (SLCERT) has reported a total of 2,500 cyber-
related incidents so far in 2025, underscoring the
growing digital vulnerabilities across the country.
Among the reported cases, 164 involved online fraud,
while 162 social media accounts were hacked and 291
fake accounts were identified. Alarmingly, seven cases
related to online sexual abuse involving children were
also recorded. [Daily Mirror]

Constitutional Law and

-Politics, Human Rights

and National Security in
Southeast Asia

Brunei: CPI falls 0.5 percent in March 2025
due to lower food and transport costs

(ga) Brunei's Consumer Price Index (CPI) dropped by
0.5 percent year-on-year in March 2025, according to
the Department of Economic Planning and Statistics
(DEPS), Ministry of Finance and Economy. The CPI
tracks price changes in household goods and services
based on the Household Expenditure Survey.

The decline was driven by a 0.6 percent decrease in the
Food and Non-Alcoholic Beverages index and a 0.5
percent drop in the Non-Food index. Lower chicken
meat prices, down 4.1 percent due to a seasonal price
ceiling, and a 3.0 percent fall in fish and seafood prices
contributed to the food index decline.

Meanwhile, the Non-Food index was impacted by
reduced motor car prices, airfares, and package
holiday costs. Compared to February 2025, the CPI also
recorded a 0.5% month-on-month decrease. This was
mainly due to an 8.4 percent fall in Clothing and
Footwear prices and a 0.4% decline in transport costs,
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despite a rise in vegetable and fruit prices.
[Department of Economic Planning and Statistics]

Brunei: Total trade reaches BND 1.79
billion in February 2025

(ga) Brunei's total trade in February 2025 reached BND
1,794.2 million (USD 1,327.7 million), consisting of BND
1,130.0 million (USD 836.2 million) in exports and BND
664.2 million (USD 491.5 million) in imports, according
to the Department of Economic Planning and Statistics.

Mineral fuels dominated exports at 68.6 percent,
followed by chemicals at 26.0 percent and machinery
and transport equipment at 3.4 percent. The main
export destinations were China (24.8 percent), Japan
(22.8 percent), and Australia (22.7 percent), primarily
involving mineral fuels and chemicals.

Imports were led by mineral fuels at 70.7 percent,
machinery and transport equipment at 8.8 percent,
and food at 7.7 percent, with Malaysia (39.1 percent),
the United Arab Emirates (17.1 percent), and Papua
New Guinea (10.9 percent) being the largest import
partners.

Compared to January 2025, the trade balance declined
by 9.9 percent, driven by an 8.1 percent decrease in
exports and a 6.8 percent decrease in imports. Imports
were mainly used for intermediate goods processing
(62.0 percent), business capital goods (34.7 percent), as
well as household consumption goods (3.3 percent).
[Department of Economic Planning and Statistics]

Cambodia: Nation Power Party
accelerates organizational expansion

(dqgl) The Nation Power Party (NPP), formed in late
2023 after breaking away from the extra-parliamentary
opposition Candlelight Party, has unveiled a
comprehensive plan to establish its organizational
presence across all administrative levels by the end of
2026, aiming to contest the 2027 commune council
and 2028 national elections.

According to NPP Vice-Chairman Sok Kimseng, the
party has already set up branches in all 25 capital and
provincial areas and over 110 city and district
branches. Commune-level structures have been
initiated in key areas, alongside national leadership
bodies for women and youth, with provincial-level
expansions underway. The NPP has also launched
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overseas branches in France, New Zealand, Australia,
Canada, South Korea, and Japan, with plans to expand
to the U.S. by 2025. [Khmer Times]

Cambodia: Prime minister calls for private
sector investment along upgrade national
roads

(dqgl) Prime Minister Hun Manet has called on district
and provincial authorities to prioritize the public good
over personal interests when attracting investment.
Speaking at the April 29 inauguration of upgraded
national roads 31, 33, and 41—renovated at a cost of
USD 188 million—he emphasized the importance of
leveraging infrastructure to draw investors and boost
economic benefits for local communities.

He urged provinces along these routes and across the
southwest to compete in attracting investors by
delivering quality public services.

The prime minister reaffirmed the government's
commitment to expanding both major and local roads,
vowing to continue until infrastructure is abundant
enough for people to "get lost" rather than face a lack
of roads. [The Phnom Penh Post]

Cambodia: GDT workshop presents
strategies for boosting revenue collection

(sal) The Cambodian government has set its sights on
graduating from the group of Least Developed
Countries (LDCs) by the close of 2029. A key tool in
driving national development and enhancing human
capital is the state budget, which plays a central role in
boosting economic progress.

Recognizing the importance of mobilizing financial
resources for national advancement, the General
Department of Taxation (GDT) hosted a workshop on
April 21 at the National Tax School. The event focused
on explaining the “Revenue Mobilization Strategy of
the Royal Government for the 7th Legislature of the
National Assembly” along with the GDT's Strategic and
Action Plan for 2024-2028. Deputy Director-General
Bun Neary led the session, which was attended by 150
GDT leaders and staff members.

Prime Minister Hun Manet explained that the new
strategy continues earlier finance reform phases and is
guided by five key principles: fostering economic
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growth, avoiding new taxes (except on harmful goods),
enhancing taxpayer services through technology,
applying fair and efficient tax measures, and involving
the private sector in shaping policy. [The Phnom Penh
Post]

Cambodia: Tax dispensation for hindered
projects in Preah Sihanouk extend until
2028

(sal) The Ministry of Economy and Finance stated the
Cambodian government will continue to remove
property tax for in progress construction projects until
2028 as part of their investment programmed. This
applies for projects from 2016 and will continue until
the end of 2028. The ministry also stated that
additional incentives will also be offered to property
construction projects and will still apply even if they do
not fall under the programmed scope.

The government has approved incentives for 18 new
investment projects in Sihanoukuville, raising the total
to 74 projects valued at USD 848 million in the first
quarter of 2025. The approvals were made during the
15th meeting of the Preah Sihanouk Province
Investment Promotion Working Group, led by Hean
Sahib, Senior Advisor to the Prime Minister. The
session focused on providing incentives, concessions,
and faster procedures for investments under a special
promotion program extended through the end of the
year.

The newly endorsed projects, worth USD 205 million,
cover five revived developments and 13 new ones,
aiming to create around 3,000 jobs across industries
like metal smelting, waste management, paper
manufacturing, and real estate. Earlier this year, the
Working Group also approved 14 projects in February
(USD 79 million) and 42 in January (USD 564 million).
[Khmer Times]

Cambodia: Digital transformation
advances

(sal) Cambodia has completed one-third of its journey
toward achieving a fully digital economy by 2035, as
highlighted during a recent workshop on the
Monitoring and Evaluation (M&E) Framework for the
Digital Economy and Society Policy Framework, held on
April 25 at the Ministry of Post and
Telecommunications.
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The workshop marked a major step in Cambodia’s
commitment to building an inclusive and sustainable
digital economy. Once finalized, the M&E framework
will serve as a crucial tool to track progress and adjust
strategies as needed. A key focus of the discussions
was on digital inclusion, aiming to bridge gaps across
gender and rural-urban divides.

The workshop also highlighted progress in digital
security, including the creation of the Digital Security
Committee and measures against online scams. [The
Phnom Penh Post]

Indonesia: Debate reignites over
Suharto's potential designation as
national hero

(th) The Indonesian government is currently reviewing
a proposal to name former president Suharto a
national hero - a move that has generated
considerable public debate due to his complex legacy
during the New Order period beginning in the 1960s.

Minister of Social Affairs Saifullah Yusuf stated that the
nomination of Suharto, Indonesia’s second president,
originated from public suggestions and is now
undergoing a formal evaluation. The process includes
input from regional governments, historians, and
representatives from civil society. Speaking at a press
conference in Jakarta on April 20, Saifullah
acknowledged the public’s divided opinions,
emphasizing that the government is taking all
perspectives into account before making a decision.

The proposal to designate him a national hero has
prompted criticism, with over 3,800 individuals signing
a petition titled “Reject the Title of National Hero for
Soeharto!” [CNA]

The Commission for the Disappeared and Victims of
Violence (KontraS), a human rights advocacy group,
has called on Saifullah and the Council on Titles and
Honors to reject the proposal. The organization argues
that honoring Suharto would undermine the principles
of justice. [Tempo 1]

Jane Rosalina, head of KontraS' Impunity Monitoring
Division, believes that momentum for Suharto’s
nomination increased after the People’s Consultative
Assembly (MPR) removed his name from Article 4 of
MPR Decree Number 9 of 1998 - concerning
governance free from corruption, collusion, and
nepotism - in September 2024. Jane argued that the
proposal raises legal concerns, noting that the MPR no
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longer holds legislative authority under Indonesia’s
reformed 1945 Constitution. [Tempo 2]

Suharto governed Indonesia for 32 years, from 1967 to
1998. His administration oversaw sustained economic
development, but it was also marked by persistent
allegations of corruption and human rights violations.
Suharto's rise to power followed anti-communist
purges that led to the deaths of at least 500,000
people. These actions targeted members of the
Indonesian Communist Party (PKI), ethnic Chinese
communities, and others accused of leftist affiliations.
During his presidency, Suharto’s administration was
linked to episodes of civilian violence, environmental
degradation, and gender-based abuses. Although
these actions were widely reported, he was never
formally prosecuted or held accountable. As a result,
the proposal to honor him is expected to fuel ongoing
public discourse. [CNA] [Tempo 2] [Universitas Gadjah
Mada]

The national Commission on Human Rights, which
investigated his administration, documented serious
human rights violations, including the Tanjung Priok
incident in 1984. [Tempo 2]

Nevertheless, some historians argue that Suharto
fulfils the formal criteria for the national hero title,
citing Suharto’s contributions during Indonesia's
independence struggle - such as leading the 1949
General Offensive to recapture Yogyakarta and
overseeing the 1962 operation to regain West Papua.
[CNA] [Jakarta Globe]

Addressing the controversy, Minister of State
Secretariat and presidential spokesperson Prasetyo
Hadi remarked that no leader is without flaws. He
noted that each president has faced distinct challenges
and contributed in different ways, emphasizing that
governance in a diverse and populous country like
Indonesia inherently presents complex issues. He also
suggested that the focus should not solely rest on
Suharto’s shortcomings. [CNA] [Tempo 2]

This is not the first time Suharto has been considered
for national hero status. Since 2010, his name has
regularly appeared on nomination lists submitted by
Central Java province. [CNA]

Indonesia: Al fraud case impersonating
President Prabowo moves to prosecution

(th) Authorities have concluded their investigation into
two unidentified individuals accused of using artificial
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intelligence (Al) to impersonate President Prabowo
Subianto and other senior officials in an online scam.
The fraud, initially uncovered in February 2025,
involved the use of manipulated media and has now
led to the suspects being transferred to prosecutors
along with accompanying evidence, according to the
National Police on April 24, 2025. [Jakarta Globe] [The
Straits Times]

The suspects are believed to be part of a larger
network that utilized Al to create manipulated digital
content, including fabricated videos of government
endorsements. These clips circulated on platforms
such as WhatsApp, drawing in victims with promises of
fake aid programs.

Victims were first urged to register for non-existent
government assistance programs, providing their
WhatsApp numbers for enroliment. They were
subsequently instructed to send payments ranging
from IDR 250,000 (USD 15) to IDR 1 million (USD),
disguised as administrative processing fees.

The scam spanned 20 provinces, with East Java, Central
Java, and Papua among the most heavily impacted.
Authorities estimate that roughly IDR 65 million (USD
3.850) was siphoned from 100 victims. [Jakarta Globe]

During the 2024 Presidential Campaign, deepfakes
became a notable tool for spreading both supportive
and damaging narratives. This same technology is now
being exploited by cybercriminals for financial gain.

Despite the arrests, deepfake videos featuring
President Prabowo remain active on social media,
particularly on TikTok. According to AFP journalists, at
least 22 TikTok accounts have been linked to the same
fraudulent scheme since Prabowo’s inauguration in
October 2024, with some exploiting his recent political
ascent. Schemes using deepfakes of prominent figures
appear to be increasing. Aribowo Sasmito, co-founder
of Indonesian fact-checking group Mafindo, stated that
his team encounters new deepfake scams on a weekly
basis. [The Straits Times]

Recognizing the rise in deepfake scams targeting public
figures, the National Police’s Directorate of Cyber
Crime, in coordination with the Ministry of
Communication and Digital Affairs, began cyber patrols
in early 2025 to detect and prevent their spread.
[Antara] [The Straits Times]

East Java police arrest for deepfake scam using governors’
videos
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(th) In another similar case, the Cyber Crime Unit of the
East Java Police has uncovered a deepfake fraud
scheme involving the use of manipulated videos of
three governors from Java Island to promote fake
motorcycle sales on social media, according to a press
conference at the East Java Police headquarters on
April 28, 2025.

Authorities arrested three unnamed suspects who
allegedly used artificial intelligence (Al) technology to
alter footage of East Java Governor Khofifah Indar
Parawansa, Central Java Governor Ahmad Lutfie, and
West Java Governor Dedi Mulyadi.

The suspects digitally modified the officials’ facial
expressions, voices, and speech patterns to produce
convincing videos falsely advertising motorcycles for
sale at just IDR 500,000 (USD 29.81), with no cash-on-
delivery requirement or official documentation,
supposedly under a special government program.
These videos were then distributed on TikTok to lure
potential victims.

According to police investigations, the group had been
operating for the past five months and accumulated
approximately IDR 86 million (USD 5,125) through the
scam. Authorities seized IDR 43 million (USD 2,563) in
cash, several mobile phones, and a laptop as evidence.

The suspects have been charged under Indonesia’s
Electronic Information and Transactions Law of 2008,
which carries a maximum sentence of 12 years in
prison and/or a fine of up to IDR 12 billion (USD
715,168). [Jakarta Globe]

Indonesia: Government to review
proposal granting special region status to
Surakarta

(th) Minister of Home Affairs Tito Karnavian has
announced that the government will conduct
comprehensive studies to assess the feasibility of
designating Surakarta, located in Central Java, as a
special region.

He emphasized that while such proposals may bring
regional benefits, they must align with existing
regulations. Should the proposal advance, the ministry
will submit the findings to the House of
Representatives for further consideration. Karnavian
also clarified that proposals for special region status
are not subject to the moratorium on the creation of
new administrative regions, which has been in place
since 2014.
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Aria Bima, Deputy Chair of Commission Il in the House
of Representatives, which oversees home affairs,
regional autonomy, administrative reforms and
agrarian affairs, confirmed on April 24 that Surakarta is
one of six Indonesian regions under consideration for
special regional designation. While acknowledging
Surakarta'’s distinct historical and cultural identity, he
stated that the proposal does not warrant immediate
deliberation and would require further examination.
[Antara]

Indonesia: West Java Regent faces
disciplinary action over unapproved Japan
trip

(th) Indramayu Regent Lucky Hakim has been assigned
to administrative duty after taking a trip to Japan
without official clearance during the extended Eid al-
Fitr holidays earlier this month.

The visit occurred despite government-enforced
austerity policies that restrict non-essential travel for
public officials. The Ministry of Home Affairs reiterated
that any international travel by regional heads must be
pre-approved.

An internal review revealed that Lucky was unaware of
the need for prior authorization; however, the ministry
emphasized that this unawareness does not justify the
violation. Deputy Minister of Home Affairs Bima Arya
stated on April 22 that the trip was personally financed
and involved no use of government funds.

As part of the resulting disciplinary action, in addition
to being placed under administrative assignment,
Lucky will be required to participate in governance
seminars and other training sessions organized by
relevant directorates within the ministry. [Jakarta
Globe]

Indonesia: Minister urges academics to
contribute to electoral reform

(th) Home Affairs Minister Muhammad Tito Karnavian
has called on academics to take an active role in
enhancing Indonesia’s electoral processes by critically
assessing the systems and methods applied in regional
elections.

Speaking at a ceremonial event organized by the
alumni association of the Islamic University of
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Indonesia in Jakarta on April 25, Karnavian emphasized
the importance of scholarly contributions, according to
a statement released by his office on April 26, 2025.

He noted that while Indonesia has successfully
organized large-scale democratic elections, certain
regions have experienced repeat elections, ultimately
disrupting the effectiveness of local governance.
Karnavian encouraged universities and higher
education institutions to undertake evaluative studies
to help the government identify ways to improve the
quality of electoral practices. [Antara]

Challenges related to electoral inclusivity also persist.
In the 2019 and 2024 electoral cycles, indigenous
people living in forested regions - such as Sumatra,
Kalimantan, Papua, Nusa Tenggara Timur and the
Maluku Islands - faced obstacles in registering to vote,
underlining the need for a more accessible electoral
process. [Idea International]

A major challenge stems from procedural barriers, as
the Indonesian Ministry of Home Affairs does not
recognize customary territories as official residential
areas. This has significantly hindered indigenous
communities’ ability to access and participate fully in
electoral processes.

He also underlined the merits of the current system,
where regional leaders are directly elected by their
constituents, stating that such a system grants leaders
strong democratic legitimacy. Nonetheless, Karnavian
acknowledged that direct elections come with
challenges, particularly higher financial costs and a
heightened risk of conflict.

However, Indonesia’s diverse local values make it
difficult to apply a single model of democracy
nationwide. In this context, it is essential to implement
democratic practices and elections in a way that
respects local pluralism. The longstanding debate
between individualistic and collectivist approaches to
electoral design has yet to be resolved, even after
more than a decade. [Idea International]

In light of these issues, he stressed the need to assess
and refine the electoral system to ensure that elections
continue to reflect democratic principles without
undermining governance accountability. [Antara]

Indonesia: Dissolution of problematic
community organizations Indonesia
moves to be expedited
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(th) Eddy Soeparno, Deputy Chairman of the People’s
Consultative Assembly (MPR) - the legislative branch in
Indonesia's political system, composed of the
members of a lower body, House of Representatives
(DPR) and an upper body, Regional Representative
Council (DPD) - stated that the proposed amendment
to Law Number 17 of 2013 on Community
Organizations (UU Ormas) is intended to accelerate the
process of dissolving problematic organizations. Law
Number 17 governs civil society organizations broadly.
[Antara] [Council on Foundations]

Soeparno stressed that the government has the
authority to disband organizations that threaten public
order. He expressed his support for the government's
initiative to revise the Community Organization Law in
light of increasing disruptive activities by certain
organizations across the country.

However, Soeparno also pointed out that if oversight
and law enforcement against extortion practices by
community organizations were applied consistently, a
revision of the law might not be necessary. [Antara]

Indonesia: EU digital laws serve as model
for digital governance framework

(th) Deputy Minister of Communication and Digital
Affairs Nezar Patria stated that the Indonesian
government is drawing from certain European Union
(EU) regulations to help shape its national digital
governance framework.

According to a press release issued by the ministry on
April 28, Patria noted that several countries have
already adopted aspects of EU regulations on digital
services and markets, with the Digital Services Act and
Digital Markets Act widely regarded as among the
leading international models.

Meanwhile, EU Ambassador to Indonesia Denis Chaibi
underscored the importance of robust regulatory
frameworks for the development and use of
technology. He encouraged the Indonesian
government to send a delegation to upcoming EU
events focused on digital governance discussions.

Chaibi further stated that enhanced cooperation
between Indonesia and the EU in digital affairs could
bring significant mutual benefits.

Additionally, Patria mentioned that the ministry has
engaged stakeholders—including industry
representatives and various organizations—in
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discussions aimed at formulating national regulations
on artificial intelligence. [Antara]

Indonesia: Rising threats against
journalists

(th) Human Rights Watch reported on April 22, 2025,
that recent threats and attacks on journalists and
media outlets in Indonesia are creating a chilling effect
on the country’s media landscape. They also urged
President Prabowo Subianto’s administration to take
immediate action to safeguard media freedom,
including holding accountable officials who make
baseless public accusations against journalists that
undermine the freedom of expression. [Human Rights
Watch]

There have been multiple instances of journalists being
assaulted while covering protests, physical attacks by
unknown assailants, and threats sent to their
workplaces, including animal carcasses. Tempo, a
media outlet with a long history of publicly criticizing
Indonesia, has been particularly targeted due to its
critical coverage of Prabowo’s administration. On
March 20, 2025, Francisca Christy Rosana, a Tempo
journalist, received a package containing a pig's head
without its ears (see AiR No. 12, March/2025, 4).

Many of the recent attacks seem to be retaliations for
media criticism of amendments to the armed forces
law that significantly expand the military's role in
governance and reduce legal protections against
abusive officials. Senior government figures have also
dangerously and baselessly accused journalists and
media outlets of promoting foreign interests. Human
Rights Watch added that these recent attacks are part
of an escalating pattern of media abuse. [Human
Rights Watch]

Military personnel have also been involved in attacks
on journalists. In Jayapura, Papua, on October 16,
2024, two men on a motorcycle threw a gasoline bomb
at the newsroom of Jubi news media. The Papua police
compiled a report on January 22, based on witness
interviews and CCTV footage, implicating two
Indonesian soldiers in the attack. This report was later
handed over to Indonesian military police in Jayapura
for prosecution, but the military returned the report to
the police in February, citing insufficient evidence to
proceed. [Human Rights Watch] [Tempo 1]

These attacks on press freedom go beyond physical
and legal threats, as the media has also been targeted
by digital attacks. Indonesia’s Journalist Safety
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Committee recorded numerous cyberattacks against
media organizations, including over a billion
Distributed Denial of Service (DDOS) attacks against
Tempo's website in April 2025, which disrupted their
services for several hours. The cyberattack on Tempo
began after the publication of an article about online
gambling. Tempo's editor-in-chief, Bagja Hidayat,
compared this DDOS attack to the one they
experienced the previous month when a pig's head
was delivered to their office. In the following days,
cyberattacks against Tempo continued to increase in
frequency. [Human Rights Watch] [Tempo 2] [Tempo 3]

Indonesia: Red and White Village
Cooperative Program to boost rural
economy unveiled

(th) The Ministry of Cooperatives has announced its
plan to establish 8,000 “Red and White" cooperatives in
villages across Indonesia—not just in Papua but
throughout rural areas nationally. The initiative aims to
enhance local economies and improve villagers' quality
of life. By July 2025, approximately 80,000 cooperatives
are expected to be established, with full operations
targeted to begin in September 2025. [Antara 1]
[Antara 2]

Each cooperative is projected to operate with a budget
ranging from IDR 2 billion (USD 119,000) to IDR 5 billion
(around USD 296,000). This funding will be drawn from
a combination of sources, including the national and
regional budgets, village funds, bank financing, and
corporate social responsibility (CSR) programs.
According to Deputy Minister for Villages and
Development of Disadvantaged Regions Ahmad Riza
Patria, in a statement released on April 23, the
government is still determining the most effective
funding scheme for the program. [Antara 2] [Antara 3]

Ahmad further explained that to maximize the
budget's impact, each village is expected to provide
land for the cooperatives' business units. [Antara 3]

These cooperatives are designed to deliver a range of
services including access to affordable basic goods,
savings and loan programs, health clinics, as well as
warehousing and logistics support. They are also
expected to contribute to stabilizing food prices.
[Antara 1]

The cooperatives will engage in six core activities:
office operations, savings and loan services, village
convenience stores, distribution of fertilizers, seeds
and pesticides, village pharmacies, and clinics. In
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addition, they will support the development of
businesses based on each village's local economic
potential. [Antara 2]

Deputy Minister of Cooperatives Ferry Juliantono
emphasized that the “Red and White” cooperatives are
intended to strengthen rural economies without
overburdening the national budget. He described the
program as a means to build a new, mutually
beneficial economic ecosystem within villages, reduce
inequality in financial access, and eliminate the
harmful influence of loan sharks and predatory online
lenders in rural communities. [Antara 2]

To safeguard the program from collusion, corruption,
and nepotism, the government has formed a task force
led by Coordinating Minister for Food Affairs Zulkifli
Hasan. The task force includes the Ministry of Home
Affairs, the Ministry of Villages and Development of
Disadvantaged Regions, and local cooperative
authorities. [Antara 2]

Indonesia: Government targets 2026
launch for Kertajati Aerospace Park

(th) The Indonesian government has announced plans
to develop an aircraft maintenance and overhaul
facility, along with an Aerospace Park, at West Java
International Airport (Bandara Kertajati) in Majalengka.

In a written statement issued on April 24 Minister of
Transportation Dudy Purwagandhi stated that the
project is intended to strengthen the self-reliance and
global competitiveness of Indonesia’s aviation sector.
He emphasized that collaboration between the central
government, regional authorities, state-owned
enterprises, and the private sector is essential for the
initiative's success.

The proposed Kertajati Aircraft Maintenance Center
(KAMC) will cover 84.2 hectares within the broader
Kertajati Aerocity. The government sees the facility as a
key step toward reducing airline operating costs and
decreasing dependence on foreign aircraft
maintenance services. [Tempo]

Coordinating Minister for Infrastructure and Regional
Development Agus Harimurti Yudhoyono noted that
initial development is underway through cooperation
between the Ministry of National Development
Planning, PT BIJB (Perseroda), and PT Garuda
Maintenance Facility Aero Asia. The new center is
expected to meet domestic demand for both routine
and advanced aircraft maintenance.
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The Aerospace Park is scheduled for phased
construction, with work expected to begin in late 2025
and operations to start in early 2026, in alignment with
the five-year development plan of the National
Development Planning Agency (Bappenas). The park is
expected to attract manufacturing and aircraft
component industries, supporting a fully integrated
ecosystem at Kertajati. [Indonesia Business Post]

Yudhoyono welcomed the initiative, stating that, with
proper coordination, Kertajati has the potential to
evolve into an international-standard aerocity and
become part of the global aerospace value chain. The
project also aims to position the airport as a national
aerospace industry hub—beyond serving as an
international airport, it will act as an industrial zone
supporting the entire aviation ecosystem. It is also
expected to stimulate new economic growth in
Majalengka, West Java. Yudhoyono further noted that
regional development must be supported by updates
to aviation policies, in line with growing demand for
direct flights from West Java.

Improved logistics infrastructure and intercity
connectivity are also seen as crucial for ensuring the
success and integration of the Kertajati Airport
development. Accordingly, local authorities are
drafting a high-speed transportation scheme to
connect the airport with nearby major cities.
[Indonesia Business Post] [Tempo]

Indonesia: Government clarifies
deregulation plan benefits all businesses,
not just US companies

(th) Indonesia’s initiative to ease state restrictions for
an improved business environment is designed not
only to benefit U.S. companies but the entire private
sector, regardless of their origin, according to Finance
Minister Sri Mulyani.

Speaking with reporters via a teleconference from
Washington D.C., Mulyani stated that Indonesia had
also raised the issue of deregulation during trade
negotiations in the U.S. However, the regulatory
changes are not solely aimed at satisfying American
businesses.

The minister emphasized that the regulatory
enhancements could help boost the competitiveness
of the national industry.

Indonesia had sent a delegation of senior officials,
including Senior Minister Airlangga Hartarto, to
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Washington D.C. to negotiate the 32 percent tariff on
Indonesian goods bound for the U.S (see AR No. 16,
April/2025, 4). Before the delegation’s visit to the U.S.,
President Prabowo Subianto had announced that
Indonesia would implement reforms to better support
businesses.

Airlangga, who headed the negotiation team, told the
press that Indonesia was seeking a “fair and square”
deal in the U.S. tariff discussions. [Jakarta Globe]

Laos: New vocational education program
to be launched

(dqgl) The Lao government will launch new vocational
education programs in the 2024-2025 academic year
to modernize education and address domestic labor
shortages through improved human resource
development.

In partnership with private companies and vocational
colleges, the Ministry of Education and Sports will
introduce 20 intermediate and higher-level courses to
build a skilled workforce and reduce reliance on
overseas employment. This initiative responds to a
growing labor outflow—over 415,000 Lao workers are
currently employed abroad, including more than
203,000 illegally, driven by high inflation and low
wages.

To retain talent and meet industry demands, the
government is also expanding dual cooperative
training programs, combining classroom learning with
practical workplace experience. These programs aim to
equip students with in-demand skills in sectors such as
manufacturing, agriculture, and automotive services.

The Technical and Vocational Education Department
expects to enroll over 24,000 students in new courses
including mechanical repair, factory mechanics,
agricultural machinery, electrical technology, and
automotive repair. [The Laotian Times]

Laos: Phongsaly Province trains military
personnel as teachers to tackle rural
education crisis

(tas) Amid an ongoing teacher shortage in Laos,
Phongsaly Province has launched a new initiative to
train military personnel as primary school teachers for
remote areas. On April 22, officials began collecting
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data on schools with critical staffing gaps and selecting
officers and soldiers for specialized teacher training,
offering them a 70 percent salary bonus as an
incentive.

This effort, part of a national strategy led by the
Ministries of National Defense and Education and
Sports, follows a similar program rolled out in
Savannakhet and recently adopted by Luang Prabang
Province. [The Laotian Times]

Laos: Social media fraud cases rise

(dql) Social media fraud is on the rise in Laos,
particularly on Facebook, the country’s most widely
used platform. On April 28, Lao Airlines warned the
public about a scam misusing its official logo to
promote fake advertisements and false memberships.

Several local media outlets have also issued alerts
about counterfeit accounts impersonating them to
deceive users. These fake accounts often post
misleading ads containing links that can lead to
information theft and financial losses.

Authorities recently arrested a woman named
Phetmany from Paksan district, Bolikhamxay Province.
Since 2022, she had posed as a booking agent on
Facebook, defrauding victims by offering fake train and
airline tickets and then blocking them after receiving
payments. Her scam reportedly caused millions of kip
in damages.

Investigations are ongoing, and officials continue to
identify more victims. [The Laotian Times]

Laos: lllegal surrogacy operation arrests
26

(dql) Lao authorities have arrested 26 individuals—21
Lao, two Burmese, and three Chinese nationals—for
operating an illegal surrogacy ring discovered at a
public hospital in Luang Namtha Province on 3 April.
The operation, uncovered through a joint investigation
by local officials and the Ministry of Public Security’s
anti-human trafficking unit, involved 23 pregnant
women, including two minors under 18.

Police seized sophisticated medical equipment used
for in-vitro fertilization (IVF), including sperm
incubators, Genea Biomedx machines,
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echocardiogram devices, microscopes, a Cryotank,
computers, and other tools.

Investigations are ongoing to track down additional
suspects linked to the operation. [The Laotian Times]

Malaysia: Barisan Nasional retains Ayer
Kuning seat with strong majority in by-
election

(tl) The Barisan Nasional (BN) coalition secured victory
in the Ayer Kuning state by-election, with candidate Dr.
Mohamad Yusri Bakir winning by a 5,006-vote majority
in a three-way contest.

According to official data, Yusri, secretary of the Tapah
chapter of the United Malays National Organisation
(UMNO), the largest compoment party of BN, received
11,065 votes, defeating Abd Muhaimin Malek of the
opposition Perikatan Nasional coalition and Bawani Ks
of the Socialist Party of Malaysia, who garnered 6,059
and 1,106 votes respectively. Voter turnout stood at
58.07 per cent, with 289 rejected ballots. [Malay Mail]

Leaders from BN and the ruling Pakatan Harapan
coalition which BN supports celebrated the result
which comfirms Ayer Kuning as a BN stronghold that it
has been since 1968.

The by-election was triggered by the passing of former
assemblyman Ishsam Shahruddin in February. Ayer
Kuning has 31,897 registered voters, and early voting
among police personnel recorded a turnout of 93.4 per
cent. [Bernama]

Malaysia: People’s Justice Party to hold
fresh elections in four divisions following
objections

(tl) The People’s Justice Party (PKR) will hold fresh
elections in Jempol, Selayang, Silam, and Semporna
divisions on May 1 following objections from defeated
candidates, according to election committee chair Dr
Zaliha Mustafa. A final decision on the objections will
be made by May 5 and results from uncontested or
undisputed divisions will also be revealed on May 1.

This year's divisional elections saw several prominent
PKR figures, including vice-presidents Nik Nazmi Nik
Ahmad and K Saraswathy, as well as Youth chief Adam
Adli, lose their posts to lesser-known counterparts. Nik
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Nazmi, who recently lost his Setiawangsa division chief
position to actor-director Afdlin Shauki, has lodged an
official protest. [Free Malaysia Today]

Malaysia: Saifuddin Nasution undecided
on PKR Deputy President bid ahead of
party polls

(ga) Minister of Home Affairs Saifuddin Nasution Ismail
has yet to decide whether he will contest the Deputy
President post of Parti Keadilan Rakyat (PKR, People's
Justice Party) in the upcoming party polls. Speaking
after the Home Ministry’s monthly assembly on April
22, Saifuddin, a former PKR Secretary-General,
emphasized his current focus on strengthening the

party.

In a recent closed-door meeting, he and current PKR
Deputy President Rafizi Ramli reaffirmed their
commitment to party unity. Senior Fellow at the
Nusantara Academy for Strategic Research (NASR)
Azmi Hassan suggested that the results from ongoing
divisional polls indicate renewed grassroots support
for Saifuddin to challenge Rafizi.

Saifuddin, who lost to Rafizi in the 2022-2025 party
elections, stressed that internal party issues should be
addressed constructively at the upcoming Central
Leadership Council (MPP) meeting. He also stated that
losing divisional contests, as experienced by Nik Nazmi
Nik Ahmad and Akmal Nasrullah Mohd Nasir, should
not be seen as marginalization within the party, even
as allegations of vote-rigging during the divisional
elections have raised concerns ahead of the upcoming
national polls (see AR No. 16, April/2025, 4). [Bernama]

Malaysia: Ramli Ngah Talib appointed
Penang Governor

(ga) Ramli Ngah Talib has been appointed as the ninth
Governor of Penang, effective May 1, succeeding
Ahmad Fuzi Abdul Razak. The appointment was
formalized during a ceremony at the National Palace,
where Ramli was also conferred the Seri Maharaja
Mangku Negara (SMN) award, earning the title 'Tun'.
One of Malaysia's highest honors, the award is
conferred by the Yang di-Pertuan Agong, the King of
Malaysia, to individuals who have made significant
contributions to the nation.
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Ramli, 84, has an extensive career, including serving as
the Chief Minister of Perak for 17 years and holding
several key national roles such as Speaker of the
Dewan Rakyat and Deputy Minister of Transport. His
appointment follows a term of four years, from May 1
to April 30, 2029. Ramli, a non-native of Penang,
becomes the fourth individual to hold the position
without being from the state. [Bernama 1] [ Bernama
2]

Malaysia: Enforcement of Public Health
Act to protect minors intensified

(tl) Malaysia's Health Ministry is ramping up
enforcement of the Control of Smoking Products for
Public Health Act 2024 (Act 852), which took effect on
October 1, 2024. The law regulates the sale, use, and
promotion of all smoking products, including e-
cigarettes and vape, with a strong focus on protecting
minors.

Speaking at the launch of the 2024 National Health and
Morbidity Survey (NHMS): Nutrition, Health Minister
Dzulkefly Ahmad highlighted that legislation must
remain dynamic and open to review based on new
evidence.

The renewed focus comes after rising calls from
groups like the Penang Consumers Association to ban
vape products entirely, especially in light of a recent
case where a teenager was hospitalized due to
suspected vaping-related health issues. However,
Dzulkefly clarified that decisions on full bans fall under
state and local government authority. [Malay Mail]

A 2022 ministry study found that 15 percent of
adolescents aged 13 to 17 were regular vape users,
attracted by a variety of flavors, ranging from fruits to
popular soft drinks. In 2023, health officials reported
the first suspected vaping-related death of a minorin
the country, involving a 16-year-old girl.

The health ministry projects that treating vaping-
related lung damage will cost the government over
USD 80 million annually by 2030, with hospitalizations
for a 12-day stay potentially reaching up to MYR
150,000 ringgit (USD 34,000). [South China Morning
Post]

Malaysia: Federal Court to hear attorney-
general (AG)’s appeal against Najib’s
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house arrest review

(tl) The Federal Court has allowed the attorney-general
(AG) to proceed with an appeal against a Court of
Appeal decision that granted Najib Razak leave to
begin judicial review proceedings related to a royal
decree for house arrest. A three-member bench, led by
Chief Judge of Malaya Hasnah Hashim, found that the
AG's seven legal questions met the threshold of being
novel and of public importance.

Najib, currently imprisoned for corruption in the SRC
International case, attended the hearing. The Federal
Court has scheduled the appeal hearing for July 1 and
2, with strict instructions against any postponement
unless in extreme circumstances.

The AG's appeal challenges the Court of Appeal's
January 6 ruling that allowed Najib to introduce new
evidence regarding a royal addendum. Najib's lawyer
requested a larger panel to hear the appeal, a decision
that rests with the Chief Justice. [Free Malaysia Today]

Malaysia: Ismail Sabri questioned again by
anti-corruption body over probe into his
former officers

(tl) Former Malaysian prime minister Ismail Sabri
Yaakob was questioned by the Malaysian Anti-
Corruption Commission (MACC) for nearly four hours
at their headquarters on his ninth day of investigation,
regarding an ongoing investigation into four of his
former senior officers. The inquiry is tied to the alleged
misuse of funds and procurement for publicity
campaigns under the Keluarga Malaysia initiative
during his term as Prime Minister from 2021 to 2022.

While the questioning has concluded for now, it has
not been confirmed whether more sessions will take
place. Authorities previously seized MYR 170 million
(USD 39 million) in cash and 16 kg of gold from
property raids at the residences of the officers
involved. [Free Malaysia Today]

Introduced in 2021 and framed as a unifying vision for
post-pandemic recovery and national rebuilding, the
Keluarga Malaysia (Malaysian Family) initiative aims to
foster unity, inclusivity, and shared responsibility
among Malaysians of all ethnic, religious, and cultural
backgrounds.
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Malaysia: Federal Court review on
pardons board jail term ruling put on hold

(tl) The Federal Court has postponed the prosecution’s
bid to review an earlier ruling that allowed four
inmates’ 30-year jail terms to start from their arrest
dates instead of from when their pardons were
granted. The decision to delay the hearing aims to give
time to prosecutors and defense lawyers to possibly
reach an agreement that could also affect 123 other
prisoners in similar situations. The case management
date has been set for June 3.

The original ruling in August 2024, made by a majority
of judges, overturned the orders of the Kedah, Penang,
and Federal Territories pardons boards which had set
the jail terms to begin from the dates the pardons
were granted. Prosecutors argue the court
overstepped its powers under the the Revision of the
Sentence of Death and Imprisonment for Natural Life
(Temporary Jurisdiction of the Federal Court) Act 2023.
[Free Malaysia Today]

Malaysia: MCMC investigates influencer
over alleged false claims and misuse of
personal data

(tl) The Malaysian Communications and Multimedia
Commission (MCMC) has launched an investigation
into a social media influencer after receiving public
complaints. Preliminary findings revealed the
influencer allegedly spread false information about the
royal institution, made unfounded accusations, and
attempted to disclose personal data without
permission. The MCMC stressed that the individual's
actions could cause public unrest and violate
communications and data protection laws.

While the commission did not name the influencer, the
announcement followed Aliff Ahmad’s claims that the
MCMC was targeting him after a post involving Nurul
Izzah Anwar, a former PKR MP (Member of Parliament
from the People’s Justice Party). Aliff alleged the MCMC
was investigating him under Section 233 of the
Communications and Multimedia Act. Nurul Izzah
expressed that he should not be investigated merely
for making statements involving her. [Free Malaysia
Today]

Malaysia: Free influenza vaccines offered
to high-risk elderly individuals
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(tl) Malaysia's Health Ministry has launched the
Influenza Immunization Programme for Senior
Citizens, providing 57,093 free vaccination slots to
elderly individuals with chronic illnesses. Running until
the end of August at 649 selected health clinics, the
initiative aims to protect high-risk seniors from severe
influenza-related complications.

The ministry targets especially seniors with health
conditions like diabetes, heart or respiratory diseases,
and hypertension with this free service. As of April 20,
nearly 60 percent of eligible individuals had already
received the vaccine. [Malay Mail]

Malaysia: Malaysian Bar urges full probe
into Klang police shooting incident

(tl) The Malaysian Bar has called for a thorough
investigation into a police shooting in Klang that left a
kidnapping suspect dead. Bar president Ezri Abdul
Wahab noted that initial reports indicated the
deceased had no prior criminal record. In his
statement, Ezri also pointed to a troubling pattern
where police claim that weapons are found on victims
following fatal shootings, raising questions about the
credibility of such allegations.

To illustrate his concern, Ezri referenced the 2010 case
of Aminulrasyid Amzah, a 14-year-old boy shot dead by
police after fleeing a police stop. Although police at the
time claimed he was involved in criminal activity and
carried a weapon, the Shah Alam High Court later
found no evidence to support those claims.Former
Selangor police chief Khalid Abu Bakar was also held
liable for public misfeasance.

Bar president Ezri Abdul Wahab emphasized that the

use of lethal force must be proportionate and should

not be taken lightly. He stressed that any police action
must align with justice and established procedures to
prevent misuse of power. [Free Malaysia Today]

Malaysia: Downward revision of 2025 GDP
forecast likely amid US tariff uncertainty

(tl) Bank Negara Malaysia (BNM), the country’s central
bank, has signaled a possible downward revision of
Malaysia's 2025 GDP growth forecast, currently
estimated at between 4.5 percent and 5.5 percent due
to potential impacts from new US tariffs. However,
BNM Governor Abdul Rasheed Ghaffour said the
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central bank is monitoring the situation and will not
rush into making changes until more clarity emerges.

The US recently announced reciprocal tariffs, including
a 24 percent tariff on Malaysian exports, though the
measure is currently on hold. These developments
prompted the International Monetary Fund (IMF) to
lower Malaysia’'s 2025 growth forecast from 4.7
percent to 4.1 percent. [Daily Express]

Meanwhile, the World Bank has projected an even
more conservative estimate of 3.9 percent, citing
external pressures, including the impact of new US
tariffs. In comparison, the World Bank forecasts that
regional economies like Vietnam, the Philippines, and
Indonesia are expected to post stronger growth next
year. [Free Malaysia Today]

Despite global uncertainties, the BNM highlighted that
Malaysia’'s economy remains resilient, backed by
strong domestic demand, steady investments, and
solid fundamentals. The governor also pointed out that
Malaysia has sufficient liquidity to support both foreign
and local investments, with several high-value projects
from national development plans expected to drive
growth. [Malay Mail]

Meanwhile, Minister Tengku Zafrul was in Washington
last week for trade talks with US officials (see article in
this edition).

Malaysia: Stock exchange Q1 profit drops
9 percent

(tl) Bursa Malaysia Bhd, Malaysia's stock exchange,
reported a nearly 9 percent drop in net profit for the
first quarter of 2025, totaling USD 14.46 million. The
decline in quarterly revenue, down 1.5 percent to USD
38.98 million, was attributed to a drop in securities
trading activities. Despite this, CEO Datuk Fad'l
Mohamed expressed confidence in reaching the
company's annual targets, focusing on market
resilience, investor participation, and product
enhancements.

While revenue from the securities market segment fell
7.2 percent, other areas such as the derivatives and
Islamic markets saw growth. Operating expenses rose
nearly 7 percent due to increased technology and
subscription costs, following the launch of the
Centralized Sustainability Intelligence platform in June
2024. The company has set a target of USD 78.01
million to USD 86.25 million in profit before tax to grow
its non-trading revenue and aims to host 60 initial
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public offerings with a combined market capitalization
of USD 8.50 billion for FY 2025. [The Edge Malaysia]

Malaysia: Consumer spending forecast to
grow 5.2 percent in 2025 despite debt
risks

(ga) Consumer spending in Malaysia is projected to
grow by 5.2 percent year-on-year in 2025, supported
by a healthy macroeconomic environment, low
inflation, and a stable labor market, according to a new
report by BMI, a Fitch Solutions company. Inflation is
expected to average 2.4 percent in 2025, slightly higher
than 2024's 1.8 percent, but still conducive to
maintaining household purchasing power.

BMI forecasts a steady rise in spending through 2029,
driven by solid household incomes and tourism-related
retail sales. However, high household debt levels,
currently estimated at 69.1 percent of GDP as of Q2
2024, present a downside risk. Rising debt servicing
costs, influenced by potential increases in interest
rates, may constrain disposable incomes and limit
consumer spending growth despite anticipated
monetary policy easing. [Business Today]

Malaysia: Rubber export market
diversification efforts intensify amid tariff
challenges

(ga) The government is pursuing efforts to diversify the
export markets for rubber products following the
imposition of a 24 percent tariff on Malaysian rubber
products by the United States, amid a broader 10
percent general tariff on imports from all countries.
Plantation and Commodities Minister Johari Ghani
stated that the private sector is encouraged to seek
government assistance to access new international
markets, although exports to the US will continue.

As of September 2024, the US accounted for 31.4
percent of Malaysia's total rubber product exports,
valued at MYR 3.43 billion (USD 754.6 million), with
China, Japan, Germany, and Singapore also being key
markets. To safeguard the industry, the ministry has
mandated that all rubber gloves exported by Malaysian
Rubber Board licensees must be manufactured locally,
aiming to prevent trade diversion and maintain
industry sustainability. [Free Malaysia Today]
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Malaysia: 9th position in global high-tech
exports retained in 2023

(tl) Malaysia retained its position as the world's 9th-
largest exporter of high-technology goods in 2023, its
highest ranking in the past ten years, as announced by
Hasnol Zam Zam Ahmad, secretary-general of the
Ministry of Science, Technology and Innovation during
launch of the Malaysia High Technology Performance
Report 2023 on April 24.

The country's high-tech exports rose by USD2 billion to
USD 127 billion, accounting for nearly 59 percent of
total manufacturing exports. This performance also
contributed to a decade-high trade surplus of USD 51.5
billion.

While telecommunications electronics dominate high-
tech exports, experts see untapped growth in areas
like aerospace, scientific equipment, and office
machinery, calling for stronger innovation
infrastructure and global market strategies. [Malay
Mail]

Malaysia: East Coast Rail Link (ECRL) to
boost East Coast Development

(tThe East Coast Rail Link (ECRL), a key Belt and Road
Initiative (BRI) project, is expected to significantly boost
development on Peninsular Malaysia's east coast upon
its full completion by 2027. The two-phase project will
improve connectivity between the east and west
coasts, supporting initiatives like the “Two Countries,
Twin Parks” with new drivers in green and digital
economies.

Belt and Road Initiative Caucus for Asia Pacific (Bricap)
President Tan Sri Ong Tee Keat emphasized that
partnerships with companies like China’s
Contemporary Amperex Technology Co. Ltd (CATL) and
Huawei would accelerate Malaysia's sustainable
development goals. The World Bank estimates BRI
projects could raise trade by 2.8 percent to 9.7 percent
for participating countries.

Ong also noted that emerging economies, particularly
in the Global South, now contribute over 50 percent of
global GDP growth amid rising protectionism,
strengthening South-South cooperation and regional
integration. He highlighted that China-Asean
cooperation is poised for further growth with the
upcoming China-Asean Free Trade Area (Cafta) 3.0.,
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driven by the digital economy, green transition, and
cross-border e-commerce. [Malay Mail]

Malaysia: Sarawak to launch new
environmentally focused mining policy by
2026

(tl) The Sarawak government plans to introduce a new
mining policy by 2026, aiming to promote sustainable
and technologically advanced mining practices.
Premier Abang Johari Tun Openg announced that
policy would prioritize environmental conservation by
adopting responsible methods that preserve the
geological structure of mining sites, drawing
inspiration from Canada'’s sustainable mining model.

To support this, Sarawak is reviewing and updating its
state laws to stay relevant with current trends, with the
establishment of a Research Division under the
Sarawak Attorney General's Chambers. The state also
intends to work with the federal government to ensure
an effective and legal carbon trading system. [Borneo
Post Online]

It is stated that the new policy will only focus on
mineral mining, excluding oil and gas operations.
[Borneo Post Online]

Moreover, there are tensions that remain over oil and
gas control in Sarawak. Sarawak has long challenged
federal authority, especially national oil company
Petronas's dominance, advocating for full regulatory
and ownership rights via its state-owned entity Oil and
Gas vehicle Petroleum Sarawak Berhad, Petros. This
includes claims to the continental shelf based on
historic legislation (the Sarawak Alteration of
Boundaries Order 1954, SAB) and efforts to redefine
federal-state power balance. While Putrajaya recently
agreed to grant Petros gas aggregator rights, the
broader debate over maritime rights and national
versus regional authority remains unresolved, posing
legal and geopolitical risks, especially in contested
areas like the South China Sea. [Fulcrum]

Malaysia: Petronas denied bid to suspend
legal challenge over gas supply guarantee

(ga) The Kuching High Court has dismissed Petronas's
application to suspend legal proceedings in a case filed
by Petroleum Sarawak Berhad (Petros) concerning a
bank guarantee related to gas supply. Petros is seeking
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to prevent Petronas from using MYR 7.95 million (USD
1.75 million) received under the guarantee, arguing
that the payment demand was "unconscionable" or
"unlawful."

Judicial Commissioner Faridz Gohim Abdullah ruled
that Petronas did not present sufficiently exceptional
grounds to justify a stay. The hearing on the merits of
the case is scheduled for June 11. Separately, Petros
has an appeal pending over the denial of an interim
injunction to stop Petronas from receiving funds, as
Maybank Islamic Berhad had already made the
payment. The dispute is also linked to a separate
lawsuit by Shell MDS (M) seeking to determine the
rightful recipient of payments for the gas supply
between Petros and Petronas. [Free Malaysia Today]

Malaysia: MCMC conducts 1,257 wireless
broadband quality tests nationwide in Q1
2025

(ga) The Malaysian Communications and Multimedia
Commission (MCMC) conducted 1,257 wireless
broadband quality tests nationwide in the first quarter
of 2025, as part of its ongoing efforts to monitor and
enforce service standards. Communications Minister
Fahmi Fadzil reported that 196 of these tests were
carried out in Sabah.

Additionally, MCMC issued 135 notices to
telecommunications companies for non-compliance
with the Communications and Multimedia Act 1998.
Between 2023 and 2024, penalties totaling MYR 6.55
million (USD 1.5 million) were imposed for violations of
mandatory standards.

Fahmi emphasized that MCMC will continue its
regulatory activities and work closely with mobile
operators to enhance network quality and coverage,
urging service providers to address public complaints
promptly. [Bernama]

Malaysia: National Service Training Series
2/2025 to begin May 11 at two territorial
army camps

(ga) The National Service Training Programme (PLKN)
Series 2/2025 will run from May 11 to June 24 at two
Territorial Army Regiment camps: the 515th in Kuala
Lumpur and the 505th in Pekan, Pahang. The National
Service Training Department (JLKN) announced that
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550 trainees will undergo a 45-day program focusing
on physical, mental, and civic development.

Established in 2004, PLKN involves selective training
for 18-year-olds, focusing on physical fitness, military
skills, leadership, and civic education to foster
patriotism, unity, and personal development among
youth. The training will consist of 70 percent basic
military skills, including national security policies and
leadership, and 30 percent nation-building
components aimed at fostering self-identity,
patriotism, and unity. [Bernama]

Malaysia: Police seize MYR 2.64 million
worth of marijuana bound for Europe

(ga) Police seized over 75 kilograms of marijuana buds
worth MYR 2.64 million (USD 580,800) during a raid on
a rented house in Banting, Selangor, believed to be
used as a storage facility for drugs intended for the
European market. The operation followed the arrest of
a 34-year-old local man and a 38-year-old Chinese
national, identified as the suspected masterminds
behind the syndicate.

The arrests took place in Sepang on the same day at
separate locations. Authorities discovered 144
transparent packages of marijuana buds in the house,
which had been rented as a temporary storage space.

Investigations are ongoing under Section 39B of the
Dangerous Drugs Act 1952, and the Chinese national is
also being investigated for immigration violations.
Additionally, MYR 25,327 (USD 5,572) in various
currencies was seized under the Dangerous Drugs
(Forfeiture of Property) Act 1988. Both suspects remain
in custody as police continue efforts to dismantle the
syndicate. [Bernama]

Myanmar: Deadly health crisis grips rural
Myingyan

(nf) According to local sources and humanitarian
reports, a mounting health crisis is unfolding in rural
Myingyan Township, central Myanmar, where
heightened military restrictions, arbitrary arrests, and
acute shortages of life-saving medicine have
introduced life-threatening conditions to thousands of
people.

Over 200 villages lack access to adequate healthcare
and medical staff, and the movement of supplies is
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greatly impeded by junta checkpoints and threats of
arrest, leading already to dozens of avoidable deaths—
many among the elderly and chronically ill.

The ad hoc local clinics, subjected repeatedly to
bombing attacks, struggle to function under constant
threat and with quickly depleted supplies. Things have
been even worse since the junta canceled licenses to
import medicines late in 2024, and locals have virtually
no emergency or basic care access. [Mizzimal]

Myanmar: Junta accused of escalating
violence against Danu minority in
Ywangan

(anl) The Shan Human Rights Foundation (SHRF) has
reported a systematic campaign of violence by the
military regime targeting the ethnic Danu minority in
Ywangan and neighboring Thazi Township, Mandalay
Region. Since mid-2022, SHRF has documented abuses
in 14 villages, including extrajudicial killings, torture,
arbitrary arrests, sexual violence, and destruction of
property. These attacks appear to be a response to the
growing influence of Danu and other resistance groups
in the region.

Sexual violence has been a recurring atrocity. In May
2023, six junta soldiers' gang-raped three displaced
women hiding in a forest near Myet Khar Inn village,
part of the Danu Self-Administered Zone. SHRF also
reported ongoing harassment, including junta soldiers
spying on and photographing young women while
bathing.

Arbitrary arrests and detentions have also increased.
Between 2022 and 2024, over 300 residents of
Ywangan were detained, with more than 100 still in
custody—some sentenced, others awaiting trial. SHRF
documented three deaths in custody, the miscarriage
of a pregnant detainee who was later released, and the
disappearance of two men.

Since late 2023, there has been a marked escalation in
junta airstrikes and artillery attacks on Ywangan
villages, resulting in civilian casualties. In January 2024
alone, three civilians were killed. These attacks have
displaced over 1,000 people, who remain without
adequate humanitarian assistance, according to SHRF.
[the Irrawaddy]

Myanmar: Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet
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(xx) Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetur
adipiscing elit, sed do eiusmod tempor incididunt ut
labore et dolore magna aliqua. Ut enim ad minim
veniam, quis nostrud exercitation ullamco laboris nisi
ut aliquip ex ea commodo consequat. Duis aute irure
dolor in reprehenderit in voluptate velit esse cillum
dolore eu fugiat nulla pariatur. Excepteur sint occaecat
cupidatat non proident, sunt in culpa qui officia
deserunt mollit anim id est laborum.

Myanmar: Companies involved in
Naypyidaw construction ordered to
contact government

(hw) Construction companies responsible for building
basic infrastructure in Naypyidaw during the mid-
2000s were instructed to contact the Naypyidaw
Development Committee, the government body
overseeing the capital's infrastructure. This directive
was issued after a reconstruction meeting held on April
18, which was attended by Myanmar’s military leader,
Min Aung Hlaing. The meeting aimed to re-examine the
failure of some of the damaged buildings to comply
with the established standards and designs. [Eleven
Media, in Burmese]

Following the earthquake, buildings in Naypyidaw
sustained significant damage. Affected buildings,
including those of the Supreme Court, key ministries,
the Union Civil Service Board, and staff housing.

As of April 24, initial assessments reported widespread
damage: 63,854 houses, 6,752 schools, 5,474
monasteries and nunneries, 5,342 pagodas, 613 other
religious buildings, 576 hospitals and clinics, 56
railroads, 271 roads, 188 expressway sections, 586
dams and embankments, 172 bridges, and 353
transformers across ten regions and states, including
Naypyidaw. [The Nation]

Myanmar: Construction material prices
soar in Monghnyin after earthquake,
halting local building projects

(nf) Following the 7.7 magnitude earthquake that
struck Myanmar on 28 March, Monghnyin Township,
Kachin State, cement and building material prices have
skyrocketed. Locals report that the cost of a big bag of
the very popular 'Crown' cement brand has risen from
around MMK 55,000 (USD 26) before the earthquake to
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approximately MMK 70,000 (USD 33). The cost of nails
and other building materials has also increased.

Despite just a few new homes and projects under
construction in the pipeline, incoming shipments of
cement are being rapidly purchased, driving prices yet
higher. Local entrepreneurs report price increases had
already been happening since 2024 because of
transport problems between Shwebo, Mandalay, and
Monghnyin that restricted the supply of building
material.

A construction engineer in Monghnyin clarified that
most construction work has now been halted, with the
increase in living expenses making it difficult for
ordinary families to purchase new houses, and only
wealthy individuals in the gold and gem mining
industries can now afford to construct. Therefore,
most construction laborers in the township are now
unemployed or forced to find alternative jobs.
[Burmese News International]

Myanmar: Junta launches major offensive
on KIA forces near Hpakant

(nf/dgl) The Myanmar army has launched an assault on
the Kachin Independence Army (KIA) and its allied
resistance groups in the jade-mining town of Hpakant
in Kachin State. The junta forces were approximately
1,000 strong and are advancing from the east via
Kamaing and the south via Mohnyin, with clashes
erupting in Indawgyi and surrounding areas, KIA
spokesman Colonel Naw Bu told KNG.

It began with aerial bombing to pave the way for
troops, then combined attacks in collaboration with
allied Shanni Nationalities Army (SNA) militias. The
regime has attacked a number of villages, including
Sanwinkone and Intha, where homes and a local
hospital have been destroyed.

Since mid-2023, the KIA and its allies have been able to
capture strategic posts around Hpakant, laying a
virtual siege to junta forces stationed in the town. The
recent attack appears aimed at lifting the siege and
regaining control over key supply routes. Additional
clashes have erupted near Kamaing, where junta
forces are reportedly backed by Warazup militias loyal
to local warlord Min Zay Thant.

Fighting also erupted in southern Kachin State, as the
regime fought to defend Bhamo from repeated KIA
attacks. Despite declaring a nominal ceasefire
following the March 28 earthquake, the military has
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pressed on with intensive air and ground attacks
across conflict zones of Kachin, Karen, Mandalay, and
Sagaing, escalating tensions and civilian suffering.
[lIrrawaddy News]

Junta attacks resistance stronghold in Shan state

Myanmar's junta has launched a renewed offensive on
Mobye town in Pekon Township, southern Shan State,
targeting resistance forces since April 27. The Karenni
Nationalities Defense Force (KNDF) and allied groups
engaged around 100 regime troops from Light Infantry
Battalion 422 advancing from the north. One
resistance fighter and one civilian were killed in
Sunday's clashes.

By April 28, fighting intensified as approximately 300
junta troops advanced near the Karenni State border.
Regime forces shelled Mobye from bases in Pekon and
Loikaw and conducted airstrikes, damaging several
houses. They also seized a resistance outpost and
gained control of the town’s entrances.

Three resistance fighters were injured, and the PDF
claims around 15 junta troops were killed or wounded.
Though no fighting was reported on April 28, both
sides are reportedly preparing for further clashes.
Residents have been warned to avoid travel in the
area.

The KNDF and its allies took control of Mobye in
November 2023, but failed to neutralize Battalion 422
stationed north of the town. The junta has been trying
to retake Mobye since early 2025. [The Irrawaddy]

Myanmar: Junta defies ceasefire

(nf/anl) Despite announcing a ceasefire on April 2 to
facilitate earthquake relief efforts, Myanmar's military
has continued a relentless campaign of violence,
launching over 400 attacks in the Rakhine State alone,
according to the Arakan Army (AA). The attacks include
aerial bombardments, drone strikes, artillery attacks,
and shelling that have leveled homes, shops, a
religious building, and even a hospital. A single civilian
is reported to be killed and 28 others are injured—five
children included—since the clashes escalated across
all 17 townships in the state.

Nationwide, reports from the UN Human Rights Office
and observers of the conflict state that between March
28 and April 24, the junta carried out at least 207
military operations—140 air raids and 24 artillery
bombardments—most in areas already devastated by
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the 7.7-magnitude earthquake. Civilian deaths during
this time have surpassed 160, with nearly 300 injured.
The AA, controlling 14 of the 17 townships in Rakhine
under its broader Operation 1027 campaign, says the
junta's ceasefire is a ruse.

That view is also held by civilians and aid monitors,
who describe the continuing military actions as not
only violating the ceasefire but deliberately targeting
civilian populations. The junta accused resistance
forces of enlisting and spreading ground as grounds
for further operation, but detractors over such does
not excuse indiscriminate deployment of airpower. In
Karen State, to cite one instance, a pregnant woman
and unborn baby were killed in an aerial attack while
others were celebrating the Burmese New Year, while
her kids were injured with shrapnel.

Independent reports confirm the assault occurred on
April 16. The analysts charge that the junta has been
making militarily disproportionate retaliations to rebel
attacks and slaughtering civilians far from the
battlefields. The rebel armed groups, with minimal air
capabilities, have launched only three air raids since
the beginning of the ceasefire, whereas the junta has
been maintaining its near-daily sorties using Chinese
and Russian-made fighter planes and drones.

In spite of global demands for restraint and
humanitarian intervention after the nation's worst
natural catastrophe in decades, the junta's actions
indicate no real commitment to peace or to rebuilding.
As UN Human Rights representative James Rodehaver
phrased it, "It's business as usual." [Radio Free Asia]
[Channel News Asia]

Similarly, the Humanitarian and Development
Coordination Office (HDCO) under the United League
of Arakan (ULA) reported that despite the ceasefire,
the junta targeted civilians and AA resistance forces in
areas such as Taungup, Kyauktaw, and Pauktaw
through airstrikes, drone attacks, naval assaults, and
artillery bombardments. Kyaukphyu and Sittwe,
though still under junta control, were also attacked as
they remain surrounded by AA forces. According to
HDCO, the attacks killed one civilian and injured 28
others, including five children. At least 25 civilian
structures, including a religious building, were
destroyed.

On April 19, three junta fighter jets from Magwe
Airbase launched an airstrike on Kyauktaw, targeting
residential areas with rocket bombs, cluster munitions,
and a 500-pound bomb. The strike killed one civilian
and injured 20 others. Separately, Rakhine media
reported that the junta’s Danyawaddy naval base
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deployed three makeshift suicide drones to bomb Yay
Nan Taung Village in Kyaukphyu Township, killing a 26-
year-old woman and injuring two others.

The attacks continued even after the junta extended its
ceasefire until April 30. HDCO condemned the junta’s
actions as a blatant violation of international
humanitarian law.Currently, the Arakan Army controls
14 out of Rakhine State’s 17 townships, as well as
Paletwa Township in neighboring Chin State.
[Irrawaddy]

Philippines: Vice President Duterte
intensifies election campaign as
impeachment trial looms

(Im) Facing an upcoming Senate impeachment trial,
Vice President Sara Duterte has stepped up her efforts
to secure political support while expressing strong
confidence in her legal defense. Duterte, who returned
to the Philippines from The Hague in early April after
visiting her detained father, former President Rodrigo
Duterte, has been vigorously campaigning across the
country to help elect allies in the May 2025 midterm
elections.

Central to her strategy is the endorsement of the so-
called "Duter10" slate — six candidates from her
father's Partido Demokratiko Pilipino-Lakas ng Bayan
(PDP-Laban) and four guest candidates. These
endorsements, Duterte emphasized, were a response
to her father's detention and not directly aimed at
influencing her impeachment trial, although the
outcome of the midterms will determine the
composition of the Senate, which will sit as the
impeachment court.

With only Bong Go and Ronald dela Rosa consistently
polling among the probable winners, Duterte also
extended her endorsement to candidates outside PDP-
Laban, notably Senator Imee Marcos-sister of
President Marcos Jr.-and Senator Camille Villar. Both
have longstanding ties with the Duterte family, and
their election could bolster her chances of acquittal.

At the same time, Sara Duterte has openly campaigned
against lawmakers like Representatives Rolando
Valeriano and Joel Chua, who played pivotal roles in
advancing the impeachment case in the House of
Representatives. [Rappler]

The impeachment trial is set to begin after the May
elections. Duterte faces seven articles of impeachment,
including accusations of plotting an assassination
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attempt against President Ferdinand Marcos Jr., First
Lady Liza Marcos, and House Speaker Martin
Romualdez; inciting sedition; amassing unexplained
wealth; and misusing over PHP 254 million (USD 4.32
million) in “ghost expenses.” She is also linked to the
Davao Death Squad during her time as Davao City
mayor.

Speaking in Cebu, Duterte said her legal team is "more
than confident" about securing her acquittal. She
dismissed concerns that her electoral campaigning was
an effort to influence the Senate’s judgment and
instead pointed to her rising approval ratings as
evidence of public support. [PhilStar 1] [PhilStar 2]

Nonetheless, criticism persists. Assistant Majority
Leader Jude Acidre called Duterte's confidence
"arrogant" and pressed for transparency regarding the
PHP 125 million (USD 2.12 million) in confidential funds
she allegedly spent in just 11 days in December 2022.
Former Bayan Muna congressman Neri Colmenares
argued that Duterte’s failure to fully account for the
PHP 612.5 million (USD 10.39 million) she received
across the Department of Education and the Office of
the Vice President could constitute “betrayal of public
trust,” potentially exposing her to graft or malversation
charges. [PhilStar 3]

Philippines: President Marcos' trust and
performance ratings drop, Vice President
Duterte's ratings rise

(Im) A survey conducted by Octa Research in April 2025
shows a decline in President Ferdinand Marcos Jr.'s
trust and performance ratings, while Vice President
Sara Duterte's ratings saw an increase.

Marcos' trust rating dropped by five points, from 65
percent in November 2024 to 60 percent in April, with
23 percent expressing distrust in him. Despite the dip,
Octa Research noted that most Filipinos still expressed
trust in the president. On the other hand, Duterte’s
trust rating rose by nine points, from 49 percent to 58
percent, with 19 percent expressing distrust.

In terms of performance, Marcos’ satisfaction rating
also declined, from 64 percent to 59 percent, with 20
percent expressing dissatisfaction. Duterte's
performance satisfaction rating increased from 48
percent to 56 percent, with 20 percent dissatisfied.

In the survey, Senate President Francis Escudero had a
55 percent trust rating and 53 percent performance
rating, while Speaker Martin Romualdez received 54
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percent in trust and 55 percent in performance. Chief
Justice Alexander Gesmundo received the lowest
ratings at 5 percent in both trust and performance.

The survey was based on 1,200 adult respondents
nationwide, conducted from April 2 to 5, with a margin
of error of £3 percent. [The Inquirer.net]

Philippines: Senate detains envoy who
accompanied ex-President Duterte to ICC
on contempt charge

(Im) The Senate has detained special envoy Markus
Lacanilao on contempt charges after he accompanied
former president Rodrigo Duterte to the International
Criminal Court (ICC) in The Hague. Lacanilao turned
himself in on April 21, following a contempt order
signed by Senate President Chiz Escudero, limiting his
detention to no more than two days.

The contempt citation stemmed from Lacanilao's
responses during a Senate hearing on April 10, when
he failed to clearly explain aspects of Duterte’s
handover to the ICC. Although Senator Imee Marcos
initially attempted to have him detained that day,
Escudero later released him, citing procedural lapses.
A show cause order was later sent to Lacanilao,
requiring him to justify his statements.

Lacanilao said he boarded the plane to The Hague
because he was the only official present with a valid
passport. He had recently returned from Geneva and
claimed to have left the document in his car. During
the ICC turnover process, Lacanilao completed a form
where he wrote “do not know” in the section asking
whether Duterte had appeared before a local judge—
an issue now raised by Duterte’s legal team to contest
the legitimacy of the surrender.

Some senators, including Ronald “Bato” dela Rosa,
were frustrated with Lacanilao’s vague responses,
arguing they undermined claims that the handover
followed due process. However, Justice Secretary Jesus
Crispin Remulla clarified that the government acted
under Republic Act 9851—the Philippine International
Humanitarian Law—not the Rome Statute, since the
country withdrew from the ICC in 2019. Under RA
9851, a surrender of suspects to international courts is
permitted without extradition procedures.

While Duterte’s allies question whether due process
under international law was observed, experts argue
that international courts like the ICC prioritize securing
custody of suspects over strict procedural steps,
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following the legal principle Male Captus, Bene
Detentus—wrongly captured, but lawfully detained.
[Rappler] [PhilStar]

Philippines: 8 party-list groups lead SWS
poll ahead of midterms; PBBM
disqualified from elections

(Im) Eight party-list organizations are leading in the
latest Social Weather Stations (SWS) survey conducted
from April 11 to 15 and commissioned by the Stratbase
Group, just weeks before the May 2025 midterm
elections.

At the top is 4Ps Party-list with 8.08 percent support. It
is associated with the Pantawid Pamilyang Pilipino
Program (4Ps), the government’s conditional cash
transfer program, although the party-list is not
officially linked to its implementation. Following closely
is Duterte Youth with 7.32 percent, which aligns itself
with former president Rodrigo Duterte’s political
ideology and continues to draw support from his base.

Next is Asenso Pinoy (4.08 percent), a newcomer that
promotes livelihood and entrepreneurship, and ACT-
CIS (3.55 percent), short for Anti-Crime and Terrorism
Community Involvement and Support, which is linked
to media personalities and focuses on anti-crime and
social service initiatives.

FPJ Panday Bayanihan (3.51 percent), associated with
the legacy of actor Fernando Poe Jr., supports
grassroots welfare and public assistance. Tingog (3.02
percent) is a regional party-list based in Eastern
Visayas that advocates for rural development and is
supported by established political families. Senior
Citizens Party-list (2.55 percent) campaigns for the
welfare of the elderly. Lastly, Ako Bicol (2.34 percent) is
a Bicol-based party-list focused on regional
development and disaster resilience.

Only Asenso Pinoy and FPJ Panday Bayanihan are not
incumbent groups in Congress. According to Philippine
election law, party-lists receiving at least two percent
of votes are entitled to one seat, with the remaining
seats distributed proportionally.

Analysts say name recognition and association with
well-known programs or personalities play a key role in
party-list popularity. The survey had 1,800 respondents
and a margin of error of £2.31 percent.

Meanwhile, the Pilipinas Babangon Muli (PBBM) party-
list has been disqualified from the elections by the
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Commission on Elections (Comelec) for submitting
unqualified nominees. Although it claimed to represent
the Calabarzon region, Comelec found that most of its
nominees were from Abra, Cagayan, and Quezon City.
The ruling can still be appealed. [PhilStar]

Philippines: Former presidential
spokesperson charged with non-bailable
trafficking over POGO case

(Im) Former presidential spokesperson Harry Roque
and businesswoman Cassandra Ong were formally
charged with qualified human trafficking on April 28 at
the Angeles City Regional Trial Court in Pampanga,
linked to the operation of a scam farm at the Lucky
South 99 Philippine Offshore Gaming Operator (POGO)
compound in Porac. The charges, based on Section 6
of the Anti-Trafficking Act, are non-bailable because
prosecutors classified the alleged offense as
committed by a syndicate and in large scale.

Roque, currently seeking asylum in the Netherlands
claiming political persecution, was charged alongside
Ong and 48 others. Prosecutors allege Roque
“knowingly facilitated” activities that contributed to the
trafficking of workers by aggressively helping Ong
renew Lucky South’s gaming license. Roque admitted
he had provided legal assistance but denies
involvement in trafficking. A judge will now determine
whether there is probable cause to issue arrest
warrants. However, extradition may be difficult, as the
Philippines and the Netherlands do not have a treaty.

Ong, previously questioned in a separate money
laundering probe but not charged, was described in
affidavits as the de facto manager of the scam
operation, while her godfather, Duanren Wu—now in
hiding—was named as the true mastermind. Other
individuals charged include former government official
Dennis Cunanan, linked to earlier corruption scandals.
[Rappler]

Philippines: Ex-Court of Appeals justice
linked to Cebu lawyer’s 2020 murder

(Im) Philippines: The Supreme Court has linked retired
Court of Appeals justice Isaias Dicdican to the murder
of Cebu lawyer Joey Luis Wee, who was gunned down
in front of his law office in Cebu City on November 23,
2020.
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The court has filed a gross misconduct charge against
Dicdican and has ordered him to respond within 10
days. The case was based on findings from the court's
internal review.

Wee, a well-known lawyer who handled cases involving
public officials, was killed while opening the gate of his
office in Barangay Kasambagan. The suspects fled on
motorcycles after the shooting. Wee was the 53rd
lawyer killed under the administration of former
President Rodrigo Duterte, according to records
compiled by media.

The National Bureau of Investigation (NBI) later
endorsed the case to the Cebu City prosecutor’s office,
identifying former PDEA Eastern Visayas director Edwin
Layese as one of those involved. Authorities said
Layese played a supervisory role in planning the killing.
[Rappler]

Philippines: Court rejects leniency request
from convicted ex-Pampanga mayor

(Im) The Sandiganbayan, the Philippines’ special anti-
graft court that tries public officials accused of
corruption, has denied former Masantol, Pampanga
mayor Corazon Lacap's plea to serve her sentence
under house or hospital arrest, ruling that granting
leniency based solely on health grounds would create
an unwarranted precedent. Lacap, convicted of
violating the Anti-Graft and Corrupt Practices Act after
refusing to approve a business permit for an applicant
with whom she had a personal dispute, had cited
health concerns including diabetes, hypertension, and
deteriorating eyesight.

The court emphasized that Lacap'’s conviction, affirmed
by the Supreme Court in 2017, was already final and
executory, leaving no legal basis for reconsideration. In
its April 23 resolution, the Sandiganbayan stated that
necessary medical treatment could be provided within
the detention system and dismissed Lacap'’s
comparison to former senator Juan Ponce Enrile’s
earlier case, noting that Enrile had not yet been
convicted when he was granted house arrest. [Rappler]

Philippines: President Marcos Jr. appoints
Rafael Calinisan as new vice chair of
National Police Commission
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(Im) President Ferdinand Marcos Jr. has appointed
lawyer Rafael Vicente Calinisan as the new vice
chairperson and executive officer (VCEO) of the
National Police Commission (Napolcom), the agency
responsible for overseeing the Philippine National
Police (PNP).

Calinisan replaces Ricardo Bernabe, a Duterte-era
appointee who moved up following leadership changes
in 2024. In his new role, Calinisan will supervise
Napolcom'’s daily operations, while the DILG secretary
continues to serve as the commission'’s chair in an ex-
officio capacity.

Calinisan previously led Quezon City's People’s Law
Enforcement Board, a local body tasked with ensuring
accountability within the police force. [Rappler]

Philippines: Marawi siege survivors
protest over delayed compensation

(Im) Hundreds of survivors of the 2017 Marawi siege
staged a protest outside the Marawi Compensation
Board (MCB) office on April 28, accusing the Board of
reneging on a promise to prioritize compensation
claims for residents from four heavily affected
barangays—the Philippines’ smallest local government
units—namely Sabala Manaw, Datu Dansalan, Datu
Naga, and Dansalan. Protesters said that although
their claims had already been approved, posted for
decision, and notices issued, the MCB is now seeking
to transfer processing responsibilities to the National
Housing Authority (NHA), which they fear will delay
payouts further.

Civil society leader Aslani Cabugatan Montila, who
organized the protests, criticized the MCB for
"betraying" the survivors, many of whom are internally
displaced persons (IDPs). Protesters demanded the
immediate release of approved compensation funds
and vowed to continue mass actions, including the
possibility of a permanent camp-out at the MCB office,
until their grievances are addressed.

The Marawi siege, a five-month urban battle in 2017
between Philippine government forces and Islamist
militants linked to ISIS, displaced more than 300,000
people and destroyed much of the city center.
Compensation for survivors has been a sensitive and
long-delayed issue. As of this posting, the MCB had not
yet publicly responded to the protest. [Rappler]
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Philippines: World Bank sees 2027 as more
likely for upper-middle-income status

(jto) The Philippines is now expected to achieve upper-
middle-income status by 2027, rather than in 2026, as
originally hoped. This shift is attributed to ongoing
challenges such as the global tariff war, which is
expected to hamper the country's growth. The World
Bank's recent forecast downgraded the Philippines'
2025 GDP growth to 5.3 percent from 6.1 percent, due
to the trade-induced economic headwinds.

World Bank lead economist Gonzalo Varela stated that
the 2026 target for achieving upper-middle-income
status would require exceptional growth, but that a
more realistic scenario is for this milestone to occur in
2027. To attain upper-middle-income status, a
country’s gross national income (GNI) per capita must
fall between USD 4,516 and USD 14,005. In 2023, the
Philippines reached a GNI per capita of USD 4,230, but
has remained in the lower-middle-income category
since 1987.

Despite the revised forecast, Philippine economic
officials, including Department of Economy, Planning,
and Development Secretary Arsenio Balisacan,
maintain that the country is well-positioned to meet
the target, provided global trade conditions improve.
However, Varela warned that increasing global
uncertainty could harm the Philippines' export and
investment prospects, urging the government to focus
on domestic reforms to maintain growth. [The
Inquirer.net]

Philippines: Metro Manila workers to get
wage hike soon

(jto) The Department of Labor and Employment (DOLE)
has announced that a wage increase for minimum
wage earners in Metro Manila is forthcoming, as a
wage review is set to begin. This review will impact
around four million minimum wage earners and
another eight million workers nationwide, with pay
adjustments being considered by the Regional
Tripartite Wage and Productivity Boards (RTWPBs).

Labor Secretary Bienvenido Laguesma stated that all
17 RTWPBs have complied with President Marcos'
directive to initiate deliberations 60 days before the
anniversary of the last wage order.

While some labor groups are advocating for a
legislated across-the-board wage hike or the adoption
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of a living wage, Laguesma emphasized that workers
also have the option to seek salary adjustments
through mechanisms like collective bargaining
agreements. [Philstar]

Philippines: President Marcos Jr. opens
first Al-ready data center to attract global
tech firms

(Im) President Ferdinand Marcos Jr. on April 23
inaugurated the Vitro Santa Rosa (VSR) Data Center in
Laguna, marking the launch of the Philippines’ first
large-scale, Al-ready data facility. Developed by VITRO
Inc., a subsidiary of ePLDT, the center is seen as a
strategic move to attract major global tech players
such as Google, Amazon, and Meta.

The VSR boasts a 50-megawatt IT capacity and features
13,000 square meters of white space. Equipped with
NVIDIA GPU servers, it is designed to handle
hyperscale, cloud, and enterprise workloads,
supporting the adoption of artificial intelligence
technologies. Marcos emphasized that the facility
reflects the country's readiness for the digital age,
noting that 35 percent of its energy comes from
renewable sources. [PhilStar]

Philippines: Government set to launch
digital nomad visa to boost foreign
spending

(jm) The Philippine government is set to introduce a
new digital nomad visa (DNV) under Executive Order
86, signed by President Ferdinand Marcos Jr. on April
24. The visa will allow eligible remote workers to stay in
the country for an initial year, with the option to renew
for an additional year. This initiative aims to attract
remote workers and stimulate year-round foreign
spending, particularly during off-seasons.

Tourism Secretary Christina Frasco called the move a
"progressive policy" that aligns with the government's
broader efforts to modernize the tourism sector.
Popular tourist destinations such as Boracay, Siargao,
Cebu, Palawan, and La Union are expected to benefit
from the new visa, which is part of the Philippines'
strategy to follow the lead of other ASEAN countries
like Thailand, Indonesia, and Malaysia in attracting the
growing global remote workforce. [Phil Star] [Philippine
News Agency 1]
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The Philippine government has assured that strict
safeguards will be implemented to prevent issues
similar to those caused by Philippine Offshore Gaming
Operators (POGOs). [Philippine News Agency 2]

Philippines: Supreme Court petitioned to
halt construction of Chinese-funded
bridge

(Im) Environmental advocates have asked the
Philippine Supreme Court to stop the ongoing
construction of the Samal Island-Davao City Connector
(SIDC) bridge, a PHP 23.52 billion (USD 399 million)
China-funded project, citing grave environmental
harm. The petitioners requested a writ of kalikasan
and a temporary environmental protection order to
safeguard marine ecosystems endangered by the
project.

The groups argue that construction activities—
including drilling, port building, and crane operations—
are damaging coral reefs and marine biodiversity in
Paradise Reef and the Hizon Marine Protected Area.
Fisherfolk in the region report a 50 percent drop in fish
catch due to silted waters and reef destruction. The
petition stresses violations of environmental
protection laws, Davao City's land-use plan, and
conditions attached to the environmental compliance
certificate (ECC) issued in 2020 by the Department of
Environment and Natural Resources (DENR).

The four-kilometer bridge, which will connect the
Island Garden City of Samal to Davao City, is a flagship
infrastructure project promoted by the Marcos
administration to stimulate economic development in
southern Mindanao. [Rappler]

Philippines: Pre-election violence
continues with deadly attacks on mayoral
candidates and officials

(Im/jto) The Philippines is witnessing a rise in election-
related violence, as gunmen targeted local officials
ahead of the midterm elections.

On April 23, Rizal, Cagayan Mayor Joel Ruma was shot
dead in Barangay llluru Sur, adding to a series of pre-
election attacks. The gunmen remain unidentified, and
police have initiated pursuit operations while setting
up checkpoints to prevent their escape. Authorities
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have yet to determine the motive behind the killing,
with investigations ongoing.

The following day, on April 24, three men were killed in
a separate attack in Tabuk City, Kalinga, located in the
Cordillera Administrative Region. The victims' bodies
were found with firearms beside a road in Barangay
San Julian. Police believe the incident involved a
confrontation with unidentified gunmen near the
home of a prominent tribal leader. While the exact
cause of the violence remains under investigation,
authorities are considering the possibility of it
escalating into a tribal conflict. [Rappler]

Additionally, on April 25, Datu Esmael Tayuan, a
mayoral candidate in the newly established
Bangsamoro town of Nabalawag, Cotabato, survived
an ambush along with his vice mayoral running mate,
Sadrudin Guimelon Batang. The assailants attacked
their convoy in Barangay Damatulan but fled when
volunteer watchmen and village leaders approached
the scene. Investigations are underway to identify the
attackers. [Philstar]

Philippines: Authorities intensify efforts
against disinformation campaigns

(Im/jm) The Philippine National Police (PNP) and the
National Bureau of Investigation (NBI) have stepped up
their efforts to combat disinformation, targeting both
domestic and international perpetrators. The PNP’s
Joint Anti-Fake News Action Committee (JAFNAC),
working with the Anti-Cybercrime Group (ACG),
launched an investigation into fabricated content
concerning alleged Chinese kidnappings. This initiative
follows President Ferdinand Marcos Jr.’s call for stricter
measures against disinformation as part of his broader
governance agenda. [Philippine News Agency 1]

Meanwhile, the NBI has pressed charges against four
overseas Filipino vloggers, accusing them of spreading
manipulated content that misrepresented NBI Director
Jaime Santiago's statements. The vloggers, based in
New Zealand, Saudi Arabia, Canada, and the United
Kingdom, edited a video to falsely suggest Santiago
supported the mass detention of Overseas Filipino
Workers (OFWs), when his original statement referred
only to those with criminal charges. The video, which
circulated on platforms like TikTok and Facebook, led
the NBI to recommend charges under several laws,
including the Anti-Alias Law and the Cybercrime
Prevention Act of 2012. [Philippine News Agency 2]
[Inquirer.net]
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Philippines: 1,800 families displaced in
Manila fires

(jm) Around 1,800 families in Manila were displaced
following two major fires that broke out on April 23 in
the Port Area and Tondo. A nearly seven-hour fire in
Barangay 650, Port Area, destroyed 200 houses, while
a separate blaze in Barangay 123, Tondo, lasted for
nine hours, burning 500 houses and causing PHP 10
million (USD 180,000) worth of property damage.
[Philstar] [Reuters]

Singapore: Ruling PAP refreshes
leadership, opposition reshuffles tactics

(rt/Im) Singapore finalized its candidate lineup for the
May 3 general election, with the ruling People's Action
Party (PAP) fielding 32 new candidates, including a
record 13 women—the most diverse slate since
independence in 1965. Prime Minister Lawrence Wong,
who took office in May 2024, emphasized that the
renewal would inject "new blood, new ideas, and new
energy" into the party as it transitions to its fifth
generation of leadership. Half of the PAP’'s new
candidates are under the age of 40, reflecting an effort
to appeal to younger voters. [yahoo!news] [Reuters]

The election comes amid a difficult economic
backdrop, with Singapore facing slower growth
forecasts of 0 to 2 percent for 2025 and the risk of
recession due to global trade tensions. Cost-of-living
issues, job security, and economic management are
expected to dominate voters’ concerns.

On Nomination Day, April 23, the PAP and opposition
Workers' Party (WP) made several last-minute tactical
moves. The PAP redeployed Deputy Prime Minister
Gan Kim Yong from Chua Chu Kang GRC to Punggol
GRC to bolster its chances in a competitive race, while
Manpower Minister Tan See Leng shifted to Chua Chu
Kang GRC. Senior Ministers Teo Chee Hean and Heng
Swee Keat retired from active politics, marking a
generational shift.

Meanwhile, the WP made a surprise decision to move
incumbent MP Faisal Manap to Tampines GRC,
launching a four-cornered contest there, and fielded
star candidate Harpreet Singh Nehal in Punggol GRC
instead of East Coast GRC. The WP did not field a team
in Marine Parade-Braddell Heights GRC, handing the
PAP a walkover. Although these moves are intended to
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maximize tactical advantage, they come at the cost of
ceding some traditional ground, such as Marine Parade
where the WP had previously built a presence since
2015.

The PAP will benefit from uncontested wins in five
seats, including Marine Parade-Braddell Heights GRC,
but faces multiple tough battles, with 92 of 97 seats
contested and several multi-cornered fights.

Opposition parties also emphasized diversity, although
to a lesser extent. The WP fielded 26 candidates, six of
whom are women, highlighting varied professional
backgrounds. However, analysts noted that despite the
increased gender and generational diversity across
parties, openness regarding sexual orientation
remains absent, reflecting ongoing societal
conservatism. Ethnic representation continues to be
structured under Singapore’s group representation
constituency system.

Campaigning officially began after Nomination Day,
with Cooling-off Day set for May 2. Singaporeans will
head to the polls on May 3. [The Straits Times 1] [The
Straits Times 2] [The Straits Times 3]

Singapore: Ruling PAP and main
opposition WP make final election appeals
as campaign enters final stretch

(Im) As Singapore heads toward the May 3 general
election, Prime Minister Lawrence Wong and main
opposition Workers' Party (WP) chief Pritam Singh
delivered starkly contrasting appeals to voters,
underscoring the deep stakes both parties see in the
outcome.

At the People’s Action Party (PAP) Fullerton rally on
April 28, Wong warned that if the opposition gains
significant ground, the PAP’s ability to govern
effectively would be severely weakened. He
emphasized that the loss of multiple Cabinet ministers
—not just backbenchers—would undermine
Singapore’s governance during a time of global
uncertainty. "Losing three to four ministers will weaken
the Cabinet, weaken the government, weaken
Singapore," he said. [The Straits Times 1]

Wong's predecessor, Senior Minister Lee Hsien Loong
reinforced this message the following day, calling WP
leader Pritam Singh's efforts to downplay the potential
loss of ministers a “ridiculous argument.” Lee stressed
that key leaders like Deputy Prime Minister Gan Kim
Yong, now contesting in Punggol GRC, are vital to
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Singapore’s leadership and international credibility.
[Channel NewsAsia]

Meanwhile, Pritam Singh, speaking at a rally in
Sengkang on April 24, urged Singaporeans to
strengthen the WP's parliamentary presence, arguing
that the party has proven to be a “force for good”
during national crises such as COVID-19. Singh
criticized the PAP for raising the Goods and Services
Tax (GST) amid inflationary pressures and emphasized
the WP's role in offering rational, responsible
alternatives to counter groupthink in policymaking. He
framed the WP's limited contest—26 candidates—as a
non-threat to government stability, calling a stronger
opposition presence “insurance” for Singapore's future.

Singh rejected the PAP's framing that more opposition
seats would endanger governance, recalling that
Singapore’s foreign policy remained stable even after
former Foreign Minister George Yeo lost his seat in
2011. He stressed that the WP remains a “loyal
opposition, loyal to Singapore and its people.” [The
Straits Times 2]

Singapore: Prime Minister responds firmly
after Workers' Party faces questions over
foreign-linked religious influence claims

(Im) Prime Minister Lawrence Wong has reaffirmed
Singapore’s firm rejection of foreign interference and
identity politics during General Election 2025 (GE2025),
following public concerns over religious figures and
foreign actors allegedly attempting to influence voters
along racial and religious lines.

The issue gained prominence after social media posts
by Noor Deros, a Singaporean Islamic religious teacher
now based in Malaysia, urged Muslims to support
candidates advancing a religious agenda, with claims
circulating online that Workers' Party (WP) candidates
had made political promises in return for support.
While WP chief Pritam Singh swiftly denied any such
commitments, stressing that the party represents all
Singaporeans equally and does not mix religion with
politics, the controversy prompted broader concerns
about the integrity of Singapore’s electoral process.
[Channel NewsAsia 1] [Channel NewsAsia 2] [The
Straits Times 1]

Responding at a press conference on April 26, Wong
emphasized that Singapore’s politics must be decided
solely by Singaporeans. He stressed that both foreign
interference and the politicization of race or religion
are unacceptable, warning that such developments
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could fracture the common national space and
undermine long-term cohesion. Wong welcomed the
broad consensus among political parties in rejecting
foreign interference but urged parties to not only
distance themselves from foreign-linked
endorsements, but also to act firmly against any efforts
to introduce identity politics.

The government'’s action came after directing Meta to
block Facebook posts made by two Malaysian
politicians, Iskandar Abdul Samad and Mohamed Sukri
Omar, as well as former Singaporean citizen Zulfikar
Mohamad Shariff. Authorities said the posts
encouraged voting along racial and religious lines,
violating the Parliamentary Elections Act. Zulfikar,
previously detained under the Internal Security Act for
promoting extremist ideologies, had also attacked
Malay-Muslim MPs and called for the establishment of
an Islamic state in Singapore. [Channel NewsAsia 3]

Wong noted that such external attempts to influence
Singaporean elections risk exploiting sensitive societal
divisions. He reiterated that, while Singapore must
continue engaging different communities on issues of
race and religion, it must firmly reject identity politics.
Mixing religion with politics would ultimately leave all
communities worse off, he said, warning that
Singapore’s social harmony would be at risk if such
trends took root. [Channel NewsAsia 4]

Meanwhile, the Ministry of Home Affairs (MHA) and the
Elections Department (ELD) issued statements
underscoring that foreigners are prohibited from
participating in election activities or publishing
materials intended to influence voters. They stressed
that Singapore’s political outcomes must be
determined without foreign involvement.

Pritam Singh, on behalf of the WP, had earlier clarified
that although WP candidates met a range of
community and religious leaders, no political promises
were made to any group. Singh reaffirmed that WP
remains committed to Singapore's secular, multi-racial
principles and would not advocate for any religious
demands. [The Straits Times 2]

Singapore: Minor opposition parties NSP,
SDA, and SUP release manifestos for
GE2025

(rt) The National Solidarity Party (NSP), Singapore
Democratic Alliance (SDA), and Singapore United Party
(SUP) have released their manifestos for the 2025
general election, each calling for greater affordability,
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fairness, and social inclusivity. Across all three
manifestos, the general trend is a strong focus on
lowering living costs, enhancing social protections, and
promoting greater economic and political equity,
particularly for ordinary Singaporeans.

The NSP’'s manifesto, released on April 23, focused on
removing goods and services tax (GST) on essentials,
instituting mandatory National Service for eligible new
male citizens, scrapping the education streaming
system, and abolishing the office of Mayor. The party
pledged to act as a “fearless auditor” of government
policies. [Channel NewsAsia 1]

The SDA's platform, also released on April 23,
proposed a staggered levy on Employment Pass
holders to fund higher national servicemen
allowances, and emphasized lowering the cost of living,
improving job prospects for Singaporeans, and
enhancing healthcare access. [Channel NewsAsia 2]

SUP, on April 24, called for capping Housing Board
resale prices, providing free primary school education
for local children, and loosening CPF withdrawal limits
to help build a more inclusive society. [The Straits
Times]

Singapore: Minor opposition SDP files
appeal against POFMA order on
statements about Istana Procession

(rt) The minor opposition Singapore Democratic Party
(SDP) announced on April 22 that it has filed an
application to the High Court appealing against a
correction direction issued in June 2024.

The correction order had been issued by the Minister
for Home Affairs and Law, K. Shanmugam, under the
Protection from Online Falsehoods and Manipulation
Act (POFMA). It involved the party’s statements
regarding a case in which three women—Annamalai
Kokila Parvathi, Siti Amirah Mohamed Asrori, and
Mossammad Sobikun Nahar—had allegedly organized
a march around the perimeter of the Istana without a
permit, in support of the Palestinian cause. The women
were charged with public order offenses on June 27,
2024. Two days later, the SDP was issued a correction
direction covering posts on Facebook, Instagram, and
TikTok related to the case.

The SDP provided two grounds for its appeal. First, the
party argued that it had not made the first subject
statement that the correction direction accused it of
making. Second, the party contended that Part 3 of
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POFMA—and by extension, the correction directions
issued under it—constitutes an impermissible
derogation from Article 14 of the Constitution of the
Republic of Singapore, which guarantees the right to
freedom of speech. [Channel NewsAsia]

Singapore: Ho Ching's repost of article
critical of Xi Jinping draws backlash and
debate

(rt) On April 21, Ho Ching, the wife of Singapore’s
former Prime Minister and current Senior Minister Lee
Hsien Loong and former CEO of Temasek Holdings,
reposted on her social media an article by Critical
Spectator founder Michael Petraeus that sharply
criticized Chinese President Xi Jinping. The
commentary likened Xi to a "mafia boss" and argued
that China’s current diplomatic charm offensive in
Southeast Asia exposed desperation after years of
aggressive, predatory tactics against neighboring
countries.

The article, titled "If Xi Jinping Had Not Acted Like a
Gangster Boss Over the Past 12 Years, China Would
Have Greater Global Influence Today," asserted that
Xi's previous actions—such as militarizing disputed
islands, coercing ASEAN countries, promoting debt
traps through the Belt and Road Initiative, and backing
Russia’s war in Ukraine—had irreparably damaged
China's international reputation. It further argued that
Beijing's appeals for partnership now appeared
hypocritical and opportunistic.

Ho's repost triggered immediate backlash online, with
critics warning that it could jeopardize Singapore's
diplomatic ties with China. Some netizens accused Ho
of violating diplomatic etiquette, stressing that
prominent public figures should exercise caution when
commenting on foreign leaders. Others, however,
praised her candor and defended the repost as an
exercise of free speech.

By the morning of April 23, Ho's repost was no longer
accessible on her social media page, but it had already
accumulated over 1,500 comments and 400 shares. No
official statement was issued by Ho Ching or the
Singaporean government.

The controversy was further amplified because Ho
Ching is not only a high-profile Chinese Singaporean
figure but also a former member of the Advisory Board
of Tsinghua University's School of Economics and
Management in China. Her repost was viewed by some
commentators as indirectly reflecting wider unease
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within ASEAN over China’s recent diplomatic overtures.
[The Online Citizen] [The Pinnacle Gazette] [RFI, in
Chinese]

Singapore: Employment growth slows
down in Q1 2025

(rt) Singapore's labor demand weakened in the first
quarter of 2025 amid economic uncertainty and
intensifying global trade tensions, according to the
Ministry of Manpower (MOM)'s latest labor force
report. While the labor market remained on a growth
trajectory, employment gains decelerated compared to
previous quarters, and the unemployment rate edged
up slightly.

Total employment—excluding migrant domestic
workers—rose by 2,300 in the first quarter of 2025, a
decline from 3,200 in the same period last year and
significantly lower than the 7,700 added in the
previous quarter.

The slowdown was most apparent in outward-oriented
sectors such as professional services, manufacturing,
and information and communications, which recorded
drops in resident employment. The unemployment
rate for the resident population increased from 2.8
percent in December 2024 to 2.9 percent between
January and March 2025.

Despite the slowdown, resident employment
continued to grow in sectors such as healthcare, social
services, and financial services. Meanwhile, non-
resident employment rose, driven entirely by work
permit holders in lower-skilled roles, primarily in
administrative support and community, social, and
personal services.

Retrenchments also declined, falling from 3,680 in the
previous quarter to 3,300 in the first quarter of 2025.

Earlier this month, Singapore downgraded its gross
domestic product (GDP) growth forecast for 2025 from
2 percent to 0 percent, citing a slowdown in global
trade and heightened economic uncertainty following
U.S. President Donald Trump's imposition of new
tariffs. [Channel NewsAsia]

Singapore: Core inflation hits new low in
March 2025
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(rt) According to latest figures from the Monetary
Authority of Singapore (MAS), Singapore’s core inflation
eased to 0.5 percent in March, down from 0.6 percent
in February. This is the sixth consecutive drop in the
figure and marks a new four-year low on inflation. The
last time core inflation was at 0.5 percent was in March
2021. MAS's core inflation measure excludes
accommodation and private transportation The dip in
March was due to lower inflation across all core
Consumer Price Index (CPI) categories, except food.

However, MAS and the Ministry of Trade and Industry
(MTI) have stated in a press release that food inflation
rose from 1.0 percent in February to 1.3 percent in
March as prices of non-cooked food and prepared
meals increased. Private transport inflation also rose
from 1.6 percent to 2.1 percent in due to larger
increase in car prices.

Both MAS core inflation and CPI-All Items inflation are
forecast to average between 0.5 percent and 1.5
percent. Imported inflation is expected to remain
moderate due to global demand and ample supply
conditions, which are likely to lead to lower crude oil
prices as compared to 2024. Despite the rise of global
trade conflicts, their impact on Singapore’s impact
prices will likely be more than offset by disinflationary
pressures due to weaker global demand. Moreover,
the stated inflated risks have also been tipped to the
downside given heightened uncertainties in global
trade. [Channel NewsAsia]

Singapore: HDB resale and private home
price growth slows amid rising
macroeconomic concerns

(Im) Singapore’'s public and private housing prices
moderated in the first quarter of 2025, reflecting
increased housing supply and growing macroeconomic
uncertainty. Housing Board (HDB) resale prices rose by
1.6 percent, the slowest growth since the fourth
quarter of 2023, while private home prices increased
by 0.8 percent, down from a 2.3 percent gain in the
previous quarter.

The HDB resale market saw a 2.6 percent quarter-on-
quarter increase in volume to 6,590 units but a 6.8
percent decline year-on-year, marking the lowest first-
quarter volume since 2020. Competition from the
Build-To-Order (BTO) market, which saw over 10,000
flats launched in February 2025, intensified pressure
on resale transactions. Analysts expect some rebound
in the second quarter as unsuccessful BTO applicants
return to the resale market.
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In the private housing sector, landed property prices
stabilized with a 0.4 percent increase, while non-
landed homes rose by 1 percent. Suburban areas
accounted for the highest volume of new private home
sales, supported by launches such as Parktown
Residence, Lentor Central Residences, and Elta.
Developers sold 3,375 new units excluding executive
condominiums (ECs), a 1.3 percent quarter-on-quarter
decline. The resale private market recorded 3,565
transactions, falling 3.7 percent amid a surge in new
project launches.

Demand in the leasing market diverged. Private home
leasing rose by 0.4 percent, but future demand may be
impacted by corporate cutbacks amid the global trade
war. Meanwhile, HDB rental approvals surged 12.3
percent quarter-on-quarter to 9,662 approvals, driven
by families awaiting new homes and growing numbers
of foreign workers and international students.

Analysts warned that while housing demand remains
resilient, macroeconomic risks could weigh on both
price growth and market sentiment moving forward.
[The Straits Times]

Singapore: Inland Revenue Authority of
Singapore appoints new chairman

(rt) The Inland Revenue Authority of Singapore (IRAS),
the main government agency responsible for tax
collection and enforcement, has appointed Lai Chung
Han as the new chairman of its board, effective May 1.
Lai, who is also the incoming Permanent Secretary
(Finance) at the Ministry of Finance (MOF), succeeds
Tan Ching Yee, who served in the finance sector for 38
years.

According to MOF, Lai has held various command and
staff appointments during his military career in the
Singapore Armed Forces and the Ministry of Defense,
including serving as Chief of Navy. He also previously
served as Permanent Secretary (Education) and
Permanent Secretary (Development) in MOF. [Channel
NewsAsia] [The Straits Times]

Singapore: Surge in scam-related debt
cases reported by credit counseling
agencies

(rt) Credit Counselling Singapore (CCS), a non-profit
organization that traditionally assists individuals with
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business and credit card debt, has reported a sharp
rise in scam-related debt cases, with over 200 victims
seeking assistance since tracking began in 2023. In
2024 alone, scam victims in Singapore lost an
estimated SGD 1.1 billion (approximately USD 8.4
million), and early 2025 figures suggest the trend is
worsening, with 33 cases recorded in the first quarter.

CCS General Manager Tan Huey Min said most victims
fell prey to investment scams requiring upfront

payments. The Financial Industry Disputes Resolution
Centre (Fidrec) also noted an increase in scam-related
disputes, rising from 325 cases in 2022 to 879 in 2024.

Debt advisory centers such as CCS and AMP Singapore
now provide targeted support for scam victims,
offering legal advice, emotional counseling, and
financial rehabilitation programs. At AMP Singapore's
Debt Advisory Centre (DAC), the share of scam-related
cases rose from 5 percent in 2023 to 15 percent in
2024. [The Straits Times]

Thailand: Casino bill deepens coalition
tensions amid persistent rumors of
Bhumjaithai-Pheu Thai rift

(Im) Thailand’s controversial casino-entertainment
complex bill continues to intensify political tensions
within the ruling Pheu Thai-led coalition, amplifying
persistent rumors of a rift between Pheu Thai and its
key partner Bhumijaithai Party, despite public
assurances of unity from senior leaders. [Bangkok Post
1]

The bill, which seeks to legalize casinos within broader
entertainment complexes to boost tourism and
generate between THB 119 billion and THB 283 billion
(approximately USD 3.2 billion to USD 7.6 billion)
annually, faces mounting public opposition and
internal coalition divisions. Prime Minister Paetongtarn
Shinawatra, while affirming that the bill has not been
withdrawn, has postponed its first reading to the next
parliamentary session in July, citing the need to focus
on urgent economic challenges, including responding
to new U.S. tariffs.

Political analysts view the bill as a potential "time-
bomb" for the government. A NIDA poll conducted
between April 21 and 23 found that 46 percent of
respondents believed the bill would fail if the casino
provision were removed, underscoring broad public
unease. The bill's fate could impact coalition stability: if
Bhumijaithai Party rejects the bill, the government
would be left with a razor-thin majority and would
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need to negotiate with smaller parties to stay in power.
Conversely, if Bhumijaithai supports the bill, it risks
alienating its conservative voter base. [Bangkok Post 2]

Bhumijaithai's secretary-general, Chaichanok Chidchob,
publicly opposed casino legalization earlier this month,
deepening speculation about fractures within the
coalition. Chaichanok, son of influential political figure
Newin Chidchob, represents a longstanding strategic
rival of the Shinawatra family. About 29 percent of
NIDA poll respondents interpreted Chaichanok’s
stance as a political maneuver to increase
Bhumijaithai's bargaining leverage. [Bangkok Post 3]

Persistent rumors have suggested that Pheu Thai could
seek to replace Bhumijaithai with the Palang
Pracharath Party (PPRP) if relations deteriorate.
However, both Pheu Thai and PPRP leaders have
rejected this notion. Former prime minister Thaksin
Shinawatra, widely seen as Pheu Thai's de facto leader,
emphasized during a recent visit to Chiang Mai that the
coalition remains stable and that no cabinet reshuffle
or party replacement is planned. [Bangkok Post 4]

PPRP leader General Prawit Wongsuwon, a central
figure in Thailand's 2014 military coup that ousted the
government of Yingluck Shinawatra, Thaksin's younger
sister, likewise ruled out joining the Pheu Thai-led
coalition, with PPRP reaffirming its opposition to casino
legalization and commitment to monarchy protection
during its April 27 general meeting. [Bangkok Post 5]
[Bangkok Post 6]

Despite assurances, public skepticism remains high.
Deputy Prime Minister Phumtham Wechayachai
reiterated that while coalition partners may have
differences, disputes can be managed constructively
without destabilizing the government. Agriculture
Minister Narumon Pinyosinwat of the Kla Dharma
Party, a PPRP offshoot, also denied rumors that her
party was seeking the Interior Ministry portfolio,
underscoring the government's efforts to present a
unified front. [Bangkok Post 7] [Bangkok Post 8]

Thailand: Democrat Party leader calls for
renewal amid looming internal crisis

(Im) Democrat Party leader Chalermchai Sri-on has
called for bold reforms to revive the party as it faces
one of the gravest crises in its nearly 80-year history.
Speaking at the party’s annual general meeting on April
26, Chalermchai acknowledged the party’s decline,
noting that it now holds only 25 MP seats—less than
half the number won in the 2019 elections.
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Chalermchai, who also serves as Minister of Natural
Resources and Environment, emphasized that the
political and social context had shifted dramatically
over the past 10-15 years, and urged the party to
embrace change while preserving its principles and
ideals. Reflecting on his own political experience, he
reiterated his commitment to clean democracy, stating
that he had refused to buy votes despite electoral
setbacks.

Defending the Democrat Party’s decision to join the
current government coalition, Chalermchai insisted it
was done in the national interest and according to
party rules, rather than for personal gain. He also
pledged to open more opportunities for younger
members to take leadership roles, expressing hope
that the next generation would revitalize the party.

The Democrat Party's internal divisions became
pronounced following the May 2023 elections, leading
to the resignation of former leader Jurin Laksanawisit
and the departure of several senior members, notably
after former Prime Minister and ex-party leader Abhisit
Vejjajiva resigned from the party. Chalermchai was
elected leader in December 2023 amid these tensions.

During the meeting, Janejira Rattanapian was
appointed as the new party spokeswoman, and an 11-
member committee was selected to vet future election
candidates. Chalermchai reiterated his commitment to
restoring the party's former strength, pledging
determined leadership as it approaches its 80th
anniversary.

The Democrat Party, founded in 1946, is Thailand's
oldest political party and has historically been
associated with Bangkok’s middle class and southern
provinces. However, its influence has diminished
significantly over the past two decades amid growing
competition and political realignments. [Bangkok Post]

Thailand: SAO tower collapse probe
widens as DSI targets engineers,
substandard steel firms under scrutiny

(Im) Investigations into the March 28 collapse of
Bangkok's under-construction 30-story State Audit
Office (SAO) tower—triggered by an earthquake—have
expanded, revealing deeper issues involving
substandard materials, controversial design changes,
and concerns over foreign industrial operations in
Thailand.
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The Department of Special Investigation (DSI)
announced it would summon 40 engineers involved in
the SAO project for questioning, beginning April 29.
The engineers, linked to China Railway No.10 (Thailand)
Co. Ltd. (CRECT) and its subcontractors, will be asked
about project blueprints, structural modifications, and
procurement practices. DSI officials previously seized
extensive documentation from 24 temporary offices on
the construction site and confirmed that key evidence
remains intact despite earlier concerns of document
smuggling by Chinese workers after the earthquake.
[Bangkok Post 1]

Authorities have identified two key factors potentially
contributing to the collapse: the use of low-quality
steel and a modification to structural wall thickness.
Tests conducted by the Iron and Steel Institute of
Thailand found that 20-millimeter reinforcing bars
supplied by Xin Ke Yuan Steel Company Limited,
produced using induction furnace technology, failed to
meet national standards. Investigators are also
scrutinizing a decision to reduce the thickness of
elevator shaft walls from the standard 60 centimeters
to just 25 centimeters, allegedly to comply with
corridor width requirements under the Building
Control Act. Although the change was formally
approved, experts now question whether it critically
undermined the building's structural integrity.
[Bangkok Post 2]

Simultaneously, criminal investigations are underway.
DSI has arrested three Thai nationals and one Chinese
executive, Zhang Chuanling, a 49 percent shareholder
of CRECT. Thai suspects are alleged to be nominees
used to circumvent the Foreign Business Act. Zhang
was granted bail for THB 500,000 (USD 15,000), while
the Thai suspects remain in custody. Justice Minister
Tawee Sodsong emphasized that association with a
Chinese state-owned enterprise does not exempt
Zhang from prosecution. DSI aims to conclude the
investigation within three months. Meanwhile, CRECT
has pledged THB 120 million (USD 3.6 million) in
humanitarian compensation for victims, without
affecting the criminal proceedings. [Bangkok Post 3]

In a related move, China Railway No.10 (Thailand)
pledged THB 120 million (USD 3.6 million) in
humanitarian compensation for victims, although
officials emphasized that the compensation will not
affect criminal proceedings. [Bangkok Post 4]

The scandal has triggered a broader crackdown on
unsafe steel production. Authorities raided the Chon
Buri Special Steel Group, a Chinese-funded firm found
producing substandard steel with the same flawed
induction furnace technology. Over 582 tons of
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reinforcing bars worth more than THB 11.5 million
(USD 345,000) were seized, and six undocumented
Chinese workers were detained for deportation. The
facility had already faced a previous raid in February
2025, when THB 23 million (USD 690,000) of unsafe
steel was confiscated, leading to its license revocation.
[Bangkok Post 5]

Further scrutiny is directed at Xin Ke Yuan Steel's
Rayong factory, which will be inspected by Thailand'’s
House Committee on National Security and Border
Affairs on May 6. The factory, previously closed
following a gas leak accident in December 2024, is now
under renewed examination for its link to the
collapsed SAOQ project.

Committee chairman Chutipong Pipobpinyo from the
opposition People's Party (PP) criticized companies like
Xin Ke Yuan for contributing little economic value to
Thailand while exploiting investment privileges. He
noted that only 9.4 percent of Xin Ke Yuan's workforce
are Thai nationals. Chutipong also raised alarms over
the broader “zero-dollar industry,” a term describing
foreign-led operations offering minimal benefit to the
Thai economy. He indicated that investment privileges
for such firms could be revoked if legal violations are
confirmed.

The Industry Ministry reported that in the past seven
months alone, authorities have seized over THB 384
million (USD 11.5 million) worth of unsafe steel
products nationwide, underscoring the widespread
nature of the problem. [Bangkok Post 6]

Thailand: Legal challenge filed over
controversial cash handout fund transfer

(Im) The Thai government faces a new legal challenge
as a group of former officials petitioned the National
Anti-Corruption Commission (NACC) to investigate a
transfer of THB 35 billion (approximately USD 927
million) used to finance the 10,000-baht digital wallet
cash handout scheme initiated by the former Srettha
Thavisin administration.

Former Democrat MP Charnchai Issarasenarak, former
senator Somchai Swangkarn, and former
Constitutional Drafting Committee adviser Jade
Donavanik allege that the cabinet, along with MPs and
senators who approved the 2025 fiscal year budget,
violated Section 144 of the constitution and Section 88
of the Anti-Corruption Act. The allegations center on
the diversion of funds originally reserved for debt
repayment to state-run banks, notably the Bank for
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Agriculture and Agricultural Cooperatives, the
Government Savings Bank, and the Government
Housing Bank, to a central fund earmarked for the
handout program.

Section 144 explicitly prohibits slashing budget
allocations intended to fulfill legal obligations, such as
debt repayments. The petitioners argue that
reallocating these funds, including an additional THB
1.25 billion (approximately USD 33 million) directed
toward a fund for former parliamentarians, constituted
a breach of constitutional provisions designed to
prevent misuse of state budgets for personal or
political gain.

If the NACC finds sufficient grounds, the case could be
forwarded to the Constitutional Court, which would
have 15 days to deliver a ruling. The potential fallout
could implicate over 300 MPs, 175 senators, and 72
members of the House budget scrutiny committee
who voted for the budget bill during its second and
third readings.

The Paetongtarn Shinawatra administration, which
succeeded Srettha’s government, could also be drawn
into the controversy. The current administration has
continued implementing the 10,000-baht
(approximately USD 265) per person stimulus plan,
now entering its third phase, targeting 2.7 million
young people aged 16 to 20. Unlike the initial phases
that used PromptPay transfers, the latest round will
utilize a dedicated digital wallet system intended to
streamline disbursements and spending monitoring.
[Bangkok Post]

Thailand: Justice Minister defends legality
of Thaksin’s extended hospital stay amid
Ombudsman review

(Im) Thailand's Justice Minister Pol Col Tawee Sodsong
has defended the legality of former Prime Minister
Thaksin Shinawatra’s six-month hospital stay in 2023,
following renewed scrutiny from the National Human
Rights Commission (NHRC) and the Office of the
Ombudsman. Speaking on April 22, he maintained that
Thaksin's transfer from prison to Police General
Hospital (PGH) was in full compliance with existing
laws. [Bangkok Post 1]

This statement comes amid pressure from activists,
including the Network of Students and People for
Reform of Thailand (NSPRT), who have called for the
Medical Council of Thailand to expedite its findings on
Thaksin's illness and treatment. The activists argue that
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the public should have a clearer understanding of his
condition, especially given the lack of transparency
surrounding his medical care. Pichit Chaimongkol,
leader of NSPRT, urged that Thaksin provide testimony
to clear any doubts, emphasizing the need for the
council to act swiftly and based on scientific evidence.
He also criticized the postponement of discussions
regarding the matter, suggesting that this could be a
deliberate tactic to delay proceedings.

The NHRC has petitioned the Ombudsman to revoke
the 2020 Ministerial Regulation that allowed Thaksin's
transfer for external medical treatment, claiming it
provided preferential treatment and violated
constitutional principles. The petition alleges that
Bangkok Remand Prison failed to uphold the equal
application of the law. Pol Col Tawee responded by
reiterating that similar transfers had occurred before
the regulation, without the need for court orders, and
that the ministry would cooperate with the
Ombudsman'’s review.

In addition to the legal review, activists and critics have
questioned whether Thaksin's extended hospital stay
undermines the judicial intent behind his sentence.
Thaksin was sentenced to eight years in prison in
August 2023 for abuse of power during his time in
office from 2001 to 2006 but was transferred to PGH
instead of serving his term in prison, and later granted
parole after six months. [Bangkok Post 2]

The Ombudsman will review the petition, consult
relevant agencies, and could potentially recommend
the Administrative Court to annul the regulation. If the
regulation is revoked, further legal analysis will
determine whether Thaksin's sentence must be
restarted.

Thailand: Parliament to debate 2026
budget from May 28 to 30 amid economic
slowdown

(Im) Thailand’s Parliament will convene a special
session from May 28 to 30 to debate the THB 3.78
trillion (USD 113.4 billion) draft budget for fiscal year
2026, as the government seeks to mitigate the
economic fallout from potential U.S. tariffs. The
session, scheduled earlier than the usual July sitting,
reflects mounting concerns over deteriorating export
prospects and economic growth.

The proposed budget represents a 0.8 percent
increase from the current fiscal year's THB 3.75 trillion
(USD 112.5 billion) allocation, while the fiscal deficit is
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expected to narrow slightly to THB 860 billion (USD
25.8 billion), down from THB 870 billion (USD 26.1
billion).

The budget debate comes as opposition lawmakers
call for adjustments to soften the blow from a possible
36 percent U.S. reciprocal tariff, which could cut at
least one percentage point from Thailand’s growth this
year if unresolved. The United States is Thailand's
largest export market, and the tariff threat has
significantly impacted economic projections.

On April 22, the International Monetary Fund revised
its 2025 growth forecast for Thailand downward from
2.9 percent to 1.8 percent, citing escalating global
trade tensions.

During the special session, Parliament will also
consider two proposed laws aimed at combating
cybercrimes and call-center scams. According to House
Speaker Wan Muhamad Noor Matha, additional
legislative items — including the controversial draft law
to legalize casinos — may be tabled if time allows.
[Bangkok Post]

Thailand: Former Pheu Thai Deputy
Minister accused of illicit wealth
accumulation

(bk) On April 25, the National Anti-Corruption
Commission (NACC) accused Poom Sarapol, a former
Deputy Minister of Commerce and MP from the ruling
Pheu Thai Party, of accumulating unusually high wealth
and is seeking to confiscate nearly THB 20 million (USD
600,000) in assets linked to him and his family.

The assets under scrutiny, which are held under the
names of Poom's wife, Orn-anong Sarapol, and his two
children, Poppol and Panida, include luxury vehicles,
substantial cash deposits, and land transactions.
Among the key items are a Volkswagen van worth THB
3.28 million (USD 97,792), partially paid for in cash by
Orn-anong, and a land sale by Panida valued at THB 11
million (USD 327,962), which raised red flags over
inconsistencies in its purchase history. The land was
officially purchased with cashier’s checks, with the
price of the land recorded at THB 3.5 million (USD
104,352), but investigations revealed that a total of
THB 8.3 million (USD 247,462) had been paid. The
NACC also uncovered other financial discrepancies tied
to land and vehicle purchases by Poom'’s children.

The NACC has submitted its findings to the Office of
the Attorney General, requesting that a petition be
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filed with the Supreme Court's Criminal Division for
Holders of Political Positions to confiscate the
identified assets. If the court does not approve the full
seizure, the NACC will seek court permission to pursue
claims on his other assets over the next 10 years to
recover the value.

Poom, who served as Deputy Minister of Commerce in
the Yingluck Shinawatra administration, was previously
convicted in the high-profile rice-pledging scandal -- a
program that caused multibillion-baht losses to the
government. Originally sentenced to 36 years in prison,
his sentence was later reduced to eight years following
a royal pardon. He is expected to be released in August
2025. The NACC's investigation is part of a broader
probe into corruption involving the rice-pledging and
government-to-government (G2G) rice sales schemes
under the Yingluck government. Poom is the first
figure from this group to face formal charges for illicit
wealth accumulation and the first recommended for
asset seizure. [The Nation]

Thailand: Two ex-prosecutors jailed in Red
Bull heir hit-and-run case, six others
acquitted

(Im) Thailand's Criminal Court for Corruption and
Misconduct Cases has sentenced two former
prosecutors to prison for dereliction of duty in
connection with the 2012 hit-and-run case involving
Red Bull heir Vorayuth “Boss” Yoovidhya. The case has
drawn widespread scrutiny due to the suspect’s
prolonged evasion of justice and his family's vast
wealth.

Former deputy attorney-general Nate Naksuk received
a three-year prison sentence for deciding to drop
charges against Vorayuth without relying on factual
evidence. Chainarong Saengthong-aram, then a senior
prosecutor, was sentenced to two years for helping
alter witness testimony and downplaying the speed of
the Ferrari involved in the incident. Both were released
on bail after posting THB 200,000 (USD 6,000) each,
pending appeal.

The court acquitted six other defendants, including
former national police chief Somyot Poompanmoung
and several forensic and traffic police officials. They
had been accused of tampering with evidence to assist
Vorayuth, whose 2012 crash resulted in the death of a
police officer in Bangkok. Vorayuth fled Thailand in
2017 and remains at large, reportedly residing in
London.
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Authorities have failed to secure his extradition despite
efforts involving Interpol. Several charges against him
have already expired due to the statute of limitations,
leaving only one remaining—reckless driving causing
death—which will expire in September 2027. The
Yoovidhya family, co-founders of the Red Bull energy
drink empire, was recently ranked by Bloomberg as
Asia’s eighth wealthiest family with a net worth of USD
25.7 billion. [Bangkok Post]

Thailand: USD 420,000 fraud uncovered at
parliament savings co-op

(Im) A case of embezzlement involving THB 14 million
(USD 420,000) has been uncovered at the
Parliamentary Official Savings and Credit Cooperative,
according to House Speaker Wan Muhamad Noor
Matha. The accused employee has been dismissed
without compensation and is now facing police
charges, with a formal complaint lodged.

A committee has been established to investigate the
case further and determine whether other individuals
were involved. Wan said the cooperative remains
financially sound and assured members—primarily
current and retired parliamentary staff—that their
deposits are secure and the cooperative’s operations
will not be affected. [Bangkok Post]

Thailand: Tougher legal action threatens
e-cigarette users with charges of receiving
smuggled goods

(Im) The Thai government has announced plans to
intensify its crackdown on e-cigarette users, warning
that they could face charges for receiving smuggled
products. Under the Customs Act, those found guilty of
possessing smuggled e-cigarettes could face up to five
years in prison and fines up to four times the value of
the smuggled goods, along with any applicable duties.

E-cigarettes have been illegal in Thailand for years, but
their sale continues, especially near schools, leading to
an increase in vaping among young people. Recent
reports have linked vaping to serious health issues,
with diseases such as chronic obstructive pulmonary
disease, stroke, heart attack, and asthma causing
substantial medical costs.

In response to the growing problem, Prime Minister
Paetongtarn Shinawatra has ordered a major
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crackdown, targeting online sales channels. Since the
crackdown began, both e-cigarette sales and the
number of users have reportedly dropped by over 80
percent. [Bangkok Post]

Thailand: Woman arrested for leaking
exam paper to former police general

(Im) A woman was arrested for allegedly leaking a test
paper to a former police general attending an evening
law program at Chulalongkorn University in 2023. The
exam leak involved the woman using her connections
to gain access to the test paper, which was then
passed on to the former officer with the help of an
intermediary. Police investigators found evidence on
her phone, including images of the test paper, which
had been forwarded through various contacts,
ultimately reaching the former general.

The leak came to light during an investigation into an
online gambling ring, where investigators discovered
the photos of the exam paper on the woman'’s phone,
leading to her arrest. She has been charged with
unlawfully removing or concealing a vital document,
with the possibility of facing up to five years in prison
and a fine of up to THB 100,000 (approximately USD
3,000). [Bangkok Post 1]

Thailand's Technology Crime Suppression Division
(TCSD) defended its role in the investigation,
emphasizing the need for thorough action despite the
involvement of a former high-ranking police officer.
The woman reportedly received over THB 900,000
(approximately USD 27,000) for her role in the leak,
with payments originating from online gambling
operations. Additionally, two assistants of the former
police general have turned themselves in as part of the
investigation. [Bangkok Post 2]

Thailand: Crackdown on student visa
abuse linked to Chinese nationals

(ed) The Ministry of Higher Education, Science,
Research and Innovation (MHESI) and the Immigration
Bureau have launched a joint initiative following
reports of international students exploiting their
student visas for illegal labor on construction sites
across Thailand. The issue became more evident after
the renewal of visas, priced at 10,000 THB (USD 275),
which were then used for widespread illegal
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employment, primarily involving Chinese engineering
students.

Authorities are investigating several universities,
including a Buddhist College and three private
institutions that receive significant Chinese investment,
which are suspected of facilitating the illegal visa
scheme. The Minister emphasized the importance of
preserving the integrity of Thailand'’s higher education
system, warning that the implicated institutions could
face severe legal repercussions. [The Nation 1]

The scheme gained momentum through
advertisements on Chinese social media platforms like
WeChat and RED (Xiaohongshu), promoting visa
services that did not require actual attendance at
educational programs.

In response, MHESI and Immigration have started
developing a database to track foreign students and
verify the legitimacy of their programs. With 25
institutions now under investigation and digital
platforms being used to advertise these services,
authorities are enhancing surveillance and
enforcement to prevent further abuses [The Nation 2]

Thailand: Government strengthens
foreign investment framework and
foreigner monitoring

(ed/Im) Thailand is intensifying efforts to overhaul its
foreign ownership framework and tighten foreigner
monitoring mechanisms amid growing concerns over
nominee arrangements, money laundering, and
transnational crime.

On April 22, the Thai cabinet approved in principle
proposed amendments to the 1999 Foreign Business
Act following recommendations from the Law Reform
Commission, which criticized the existing legislation as
outdated and overly protectionist. The Ministry of
Commerce is tasked with drafting the amendments,
aiming to replace the current cap of 49 percent foreign
shareholding in many sectors with a more transparent
regime encouraging legal foreign investment and fair
competition. [Bangkok Post 1]

In parallel, the Department of Business Development
(DBD) has revised its inspection strategy to focus on six
high-risk sectors where nominee structures are
reportedly prevalent: tourism-linked businesses
(including restaurants and souvenir shops), real estate
and land trading, e-commerce and logistics, hotel and
resort operations, agriculture-related ventures, and
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general construction. A total of 46,918 businesses with
foreign shareholdings between 0.09 percent and 49.9
percent are scheduled for review. From September
2024 to March 2025, authorities investigated 852
nominee cases, uncovering damages totaling THB 15.1
billion (USD 453 million).

To bolster enforcement, the DBD and the Anti-Money
Laundering Office (Amlo) have drafted amendments to
the Anti-Money Laundering Act, introducing asset
seizure powers and criminal penalties targeting both
Thai nominees and foreign investors involved in
unauthorized operations. These measures directly
address violations under Sections 36 and 37 of the
Foreign Business Act. The public consultation period
for the proposed amendments ended on April 25, after
which the cabinet and parliament are expected to
review the draft.

The reform package, developed with input from the
ministries of Finance, Commerce, Interior, and Labour,
as well as the National Economic and Social
Development Council and the Board of Investment,
prioritizes innovation and competition over
protectionism. Commerce authorities are also
collaborating with the Council of State to modernize
business classifications and ownership thresholds,
while consulting the private sector to ensure alignment
with practical economic needs. A final draft of the
revised Foreign Business Act is expected to be
submitted for legislative review in the coming months.
[Bangkok Post 2]

In addition to business-related reforms, Thai
authorities are tightening monitoring of foreign
residents and visitors. The Ministry of Digital Economy
and Society (DES) has initiated a verification campaign
for more than 700,000 mobile phone numbers
registered to foreigners and approximately 1.8 million
unregistered numbers. Starting April 30, mobile
banking services will be automatically suspended if the
user's name does not match the registered mobile
phone subscriber's name. Banks will notify affected
users and request updates, while unaffected users can
continue service uninterrupted. [Bangkok Post 3]

Separately, the Immigration Bureau will launch the
Thailand Digital Arrival Card (TDAC) system on May 1,
replacing the TM6 paper arrival cards. Travelers must
complete the TDAC application online at least three
days before travel, beginning April 28. The digital
system is integrated with biometric databases,
allowing authorities to cross-check visitor information
against criminal records and accommodation
declarations automatically.
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National police chief Kittharath Punpetch emphasized
that cracking down on nominee structures—
particularly those involving Chinese operators—has
become a national security priority. Cooperation has
been pledged by Chinese authorities to support
Thailand's enhanced scrutiny of foreign-controlled
businesses and transnational criminal groups.
[Bangkok Post 4]

Thailand: Government lays down new
diving rules to protect marine life

(msz) The government has recently introduced new
diving regulations to protect corals and marine
animals. The new rule came amidst the surging
popularity of snorkelling and scuba diving among
tourists due to Thailand’s multiple diving sites in
numerous provinces. According to Pinsak Suraswadi,
director general of the Marine and Coastal Resources
Department, many diving operators damage corals
and marine life by ignoring diver control measures and
failing to provide adequate professional staff for
accompaniment.

Under the new rules, only advanced-level divers or
those with at least 40 logged dives are allowed to take
pictures underwater. The number of divers per handler
will also be limited. Scuba diving groups are limited to
a maximum of four divers, while snorkelling and
freediving groups can have up to 20 divers.
Furthermore, diving classes or examinations must be
conducted over sandy seabeds.

In addition, regulations mandate that snorkellers wear
life jackets and keep a minimum two-meter distance
from coral near reefs. Operators must ensure proper
training in correct snorkelling techniques is provided.
Non-compliance by operators can lead to penalties
upon conviction, including up to two years in jail
and/or fines up to THB 200,000 (around USD 5961).
[Thai PBS World]

Thailand: Opposition calls for dropping
charges against U.S. academic as Third
Army defends prosecution

(bk/Im) Thailand's opposition People’s Party (PP) has
called on the government to withdraw lese-majesté
and computer crime charges filed against American
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academic Paul Chambers, warning that the case could
jeopardize sensitive trade negotiations with the United
States. Meanwhile, the Third Army has publicly
defended its role in filing the charges, insisting that its
actions were lawful and appropriate.

Chambers, a lecturer and special adviser at Naresuan
University, was charged earlier this month based on a
Facebook post quoting promotional material from a
Singapore-based academic webinar in which he was
listed as a speaker. Chambers has denied authoring or
approving the content in question. [AIR No. 14,
April/2025, 2]

During a session of the Lower House's Committee on
Armed Forces, Internal Security Operations Command
(ISOC) Region 3 admitted it had filed the complaint
against Chambers, citing Section 8 of the 2008 Ministry
of Defense Organization Act. Committee members
questioned why Chambers was targeted instead of the
Thai academic who translated and posted the content,
but ISOC officials provided no clear answer. [Thai
Enquirer]

On April 28, Major General Winthai Suvari, speaking for
ISOC Region 3, defended the army's actions, stressing
that anyone can file an Article 112 complaint to protect
the monarchy. He rejected allegations that the army
needed special permission to act and criticized the
tone of last week’s parliamentary hearing, which he
said misrepresented the case and disrespected army
officers. Major General Winthai also emphasized that
foreigners are subject to Thai law without exception.
[Thai Examiner]

However, pressure is mounting on the government to
act. Former prime minister Thaksin Shinawatra
recently linked the suspension of U.S.-Thailand tariff
talks to American concerns over legal actions against
U.S. citizens, widely interpreted as a reference to
Chambers' case. PP deputy leader Sirikanya Tansakun
urged the government to verify Thaksin’s claims and
suggested that dropping the charges could help restart
negotiations. She also warned that other human rights
concerns, such as Thailand's recent deportation of
Uyghur Muslims to China, could further complicate
relations with Washington. [Bangkok Post]

Thailand: Chinese tourist confesses to
murder of transwoman in Pattaya amid
organ trade rumors

(bk) Thai authorities are continuing investigations into
the brutal murder of a 25-year-old transwoman in
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Pattaya, whose mutilated body was discovered
following a fatal encounter with a Chinese tourist.

The Chinese national was arrested at Suvarnabhumi
Airport while attempting to flee Thailand and later
confessed to strangling the transwoman at his rented
accommodation after a dispute over sexual services.
He admitted to mutilating the body afterward, washing
both the corpse and himself, and then spending the
night in the room before booking a flight home. The
suspect claimed he had no history of mental illness but
lost control during the incident. It was his third trip to
Thailand.

Initially, local police suggested that some organs might
have been removed; however, subsequent
investigations found no evidence of missing organs at
the crime scene. Authorities have sent the body to
Police General Hospital in Bangkok for a full autopsy to
determine the exact cause and circumstances of
death, including examining whether the cuts were
inflicted before or after death. [Bangkok Post 1]
[Bangkok Post 2]

Meanwhile, speculation about illegal organ trafficking
circulated online in the wake of the crime. The Thai
Red Cross Organ Donation Center strongly refuted
these rumors. Deputy director Dr. Supanit Nivatvongs
emphasized that all organ donations in Thailand are
voluntary and heavily regulated under the Anti-Human
Trafficking Act B.E. 2551 (2008). He dismissed
allegations suggesting that human organs were being
sold for millions of baht, warning that such
misinformation distorts public understanding and risks
undermining legitimate transplant efforts.

Currently, over 7,000 patients remain on Thailand's
official transplant waiting list, with kidneys being the
most in demand. [Bangkok Post 3]

Thailand: Scout uniforms to be replaced
with ordinary school attire

(msz) According to the Ministry of Education, a
regulation waiving the compulsory scout uniform
requirement for students in public schools in favor of
ordinary school attire will take effect in April ahead of
the new school term, which will commence on May 15.
The aim is to ease the cost burden of parents.

Schools will now design scout curriculum on an
individual basis and determine how students should
dress for scout classes. Education Minister Pol Gen
Permpoon Chidchob earlier said that ethnic minority
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students can wear their cultural attire. He added that
students in rural areas can wear a scout hat and scarf
with their normal student uniform to save cost, except
in formal events like Scout Day. [Bangkok Post]

Thailand: Disabilities Thailand urges
Bangkok to pass dedicated act for
disability rights

(bk) Disabilities Thailand (DTH) has formally petitioned
the Bangkok Metropolitan Council (BMC) to enact a
dedicated “Bangkok Act” aimed at improving the
quality of life for persons with disabilities. DTH
highlighted the absence of specific legislation
protecting the rights of disabled individuals in
Bangkok, noting that while executive policies are in
place, legal backing is crucial to ensure their long-term
continuity and enforcement across different political
terms. The proposed act aims to establish clear
guidelines and secure funding mechanisms to support
various aspects of life for persons with disabilities.

In response, BMC President Surachit Phongsinghvithya
has instructed the Council to expedite the process.
Councillors have now submitted a draft of the act,
which has garnered support from at least one-fifth of
the members, to the Governor of Bangkok for approval
and swift consideration by the Council.

According to official statistics, as of November 2024,
Bangkok had over 105,000 registered persons with
disabilities. Nearly half had only completed primary
education, and more than 60 percent of working-age
individuals were unemployed. The proposed legislation
aims to address these challenges through structural
support and long-term policy continuity. [The Nation]

DTH is a non-governmental umbrella organization
comprising six national-level organizations
representing various disability groups in Thailand.
These include the Thailand Association of the Blind,
National Association of the Deaf in Thailand,
Association of the Physically Handicapped of Thailand,
Association for Persons with Intellectual Disability of
Thailand, Association for the Mentally Ill of Thailand,
and the Association of Parents of Thai Persons with
Autism. DTH's primary role is to advocate for the rights
and inclusion of persons with disabilities, ensuring
their representation and participation in societal
development. [DTH, in Thai]


https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-sduykty-l-iht/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-sduykty-l-ihi/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-sduykty-l-ihd/

Thailand: Authorities reject People’s Party
claims over renewable energy agreements

(Im) Thailand's energy authorities have dismissed
claims by the main opposition People’s Party that the
state’s 5.2-gigawatt renewable energy procurement
scheme will result in a significant increase in power
bills. People’s Party Member of Parliament Suphachot
Chaiyasat alleged that the newly signed power
purchase agreements (PPAs) would raise electricity
costs by a total of THB 100 billion (USD 2.9 billion) over
the next 25 years, and called for a halt to further PPA
signings.

The Energy Policy and Planning Office (Eppo) rejected
the allegations, asserting that canceling the 67 signed
PPAs or pausing the planned signing of an additional
16 is not feasible. Eppo secretary-general Wattanapong
Kurovat stated that the average electricity price under
the renewables scheme—THB 2.70 (USD 0.078) per
kilowatt-hour—is in fact lower than the current state
grid average of THB 3.18 (USD 0.092).

According to Eppo, the pricing structure under the
renewables scheme includes THB 2.18 (USD 0.063) per
unit for solar, THB 3.10 (USD 0.089) for wind, and THB
2.83 (USD 0.082) for solar power with battery storage.
These rates are expected to reduce national electricity
generation costs by THB 4.57 billion (USD 132 million)
annually.

Wattanapong emphasized the scheme’s role in
supporting Thailand's transition to clean energy, a key
requirement for exporters targeting the European
Union under the Carbon Border Adjustment
Mechanism.

Energy Minister Pirapan Salirathavibhaga confirmed
that he has taken note of the People's Party’s concerns
and will delay the signing of the 16 PPAs—mostly wind
power projects—until further scrutiny is completed.
The signings are scheduled to take place by 2026.
[Bangkok Post]

Thailand: Further revision of power
development plan proposed to address
costly electricity bills

(Im) Thailand's long-delayed Power Development Plan
(PDP), covering 2024 to 2037, may face further revision
as concerns mount over rising electricity costs and an
oversupply of power, according to the Thailand
Development Research Institute (TDRI).


https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-sduykty-l-ihh/

Despite passing public hearings late last year, the PDP
has yet to receive final approval from the National
Energy Policy Council, chaired by Prime Minister
Paetongtarn Shinawatra. TDRI research fellow
Areeporn Asawinpongphan warned that the current
plan could lead to overinvestment, pushing up costs
for consumers without a corresponding increase in
power demand over the next 13 years.

Areeporn criticized proposals for 11 new large power
plants, including eight gas-fired and three hydropower
projects, arguing they would add unnecessary financial
burdens. Thailand's current power reserve stands at
nearly 38 percent of total installed capacity—well
above the international standard of 15 percent—while
peak electricity consumption on April 25 reached only
34,620 megawatts compared to a total capacity of
55,000 megawatts.

High reserves contribute to inflated electricity prices,
alongside rising availability payments (AP)—fees paid
to power companies under long-term contracts
regardless of actual electricity usage. AP costs rose to
THB 55 billion (approximately USD 1.48 billion) in 2024,
adding about 0.34 baht per kilowatt-hour to consumer
tariffs, which now exceed 4 baht per unit.

TDRI suggested that the government renegotiate
longer contract periods in exchange for lower AP costs
to reduce the burden on consumers. Kuruijit
Nakornthap, former permanent secretary for energy,
also called for the promotion of direct power purchase
agreements to allow businesses to buy renewable
electricity directly from producers, aligning with
Thailand's carbon neutrality goals. [Bangkok Post]

Thailand: U.S. tariff threat prompts urgent
calls for joint action and stimulus despite
export boom

(Im) Thailand's exports surged 17.8 percent year-on-
year in March 2025, reaching USD 29.5 billion—the
highest monthly value recorded in three years. This
marked the ninth consecutive month of export growth,
driven by strong demand from key markets such as the
United States, China, and the European Union. Exports
to the United States, Thailand's largest market, rose by
34.3 percent, while shipments to China increased by
22.4 percent. Industrial goods, particularly electronics,
automotive products, rubber items, and machinery,
led the growth, with exports in these categories rising
by 23.5 percent in March and 19.4 percent in the first
quarter.
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However, despite this optimistic surge, a looming 36
percent tariff from the United States threatens to
impact Thailand's medium-term economic outlook.
This tariff is expected to weigh heavily on foreign direct
investment (FDI) and trade flows. China Galaxy
Securities (CGS) forecasts that the tariff could reduce
Thailand's GDP by approximately 1 percent in 2025,
with the greatest impact on sectors such as electronics,
auto parts, and industrial estates. [Bangkok Post 1]

In the first quarter of 2025, total exports rose by 15.2
percent year-on-year to USD 81.5 billion, contributing
to a trade surplus of USD 0.97 billion. Despite the
surge, Thailand’s Commerce Ministry has cautioned
that protectionist U.S. policies remain a significant risk.
The ministry maintains its export growth target of 2 to
3 percent for the full year but acknowledges that the
situation is subject to change depending on the U.S.
tariff outcome. [Bangkok Post 2] [Bangkok Post 3]

As trade negotiations with the United States remain
postponed—with no new date set and Washington
requesting clarification on several trade issues—Thai
officials and the business sector are urging
coordinated action. The Thai National Shippers'
Council (TNSC) has renewed its call for Prime Minister
Paetongtarn Shinawatra to establish a joint public-
private task force comprising representatives from key
ministries and industry bodies. The task force would be
tasked with managing risks, responding to redirected
imports, and improving negotiation leverage with
major economies.

A recent TNSC exporter survey revealed divergent
responses to the trade environment: some firms
reported increased orders, while others faced
cancellations and rising costs. About 88.9 percent of
exporters reported no plans to invest in the U.S,, citing
high operating expenses, and just 31.6 percent
sourced raw materials from the U.S. Exporters are
increasingly diversifying markets, renegotiating costs,
and adjusting shipment schedules to manage volatility.
[Bangkok Post 4]

The opposition People’s Party has proposed a
comprehensive stimulus package, including soft loans
for exporters, subsidies for farmers, and industry
support measures. Deputy leader Sirikanya Tansakun
criticized the government's delay in securing relief
from the U.S. tariff threat, warning that the impact
could be “wide, deep, and long.” She also called for
potential revisions to the THB 3.78 trillion (USD 104
billion) fiscal budget and, if necessary, raising the legal
public debt ceiling above the current 70 percent of
GDP.
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Finance Minister Pichai Chunhavajira is reportedly
preparing a stimulus package worth at least THB 500
billion (USD 13.6 billion), to be focused on stimulating
domestic consumption, investment, and easing
liquidity constraints. Discussions are ongoing with the
Bank of Thailand regarding soft loan schemes for
exporters and importers affected by U.S. tariff
measures. Deputy Finance Minister Julapun
Amornvivat emphasized the need for flexibility and
noted that adjustments to fiscal priorities may be
necessary to meet the 3 percent GDP growth target for
2025. [Bangkok Post 5]

Thailand: Bank of Thailand expected to
cut policy rate as bond market sees surge
in inflows

(Im) The Bank of Thailand (BoT) is widely expected to
lower its policy rate by 0.25 percentage points from 2
percent to 1.75 percent at the Monetary Policy
Committee (MPC) meeting on April 30, amid growing
economic headwinds. The move follows slower
economic growth caused by U.S. tariff hikes,
weakening domestic demand, and disappointing
tourist arrivals from China and South Korea.

Kasikorn Research Center forecasts that the central
bank will make at least one more rate cut in the
second half of the year, while Siam Commercial Bank's
Economic Intelligence Center expects three total cuts
by the end of 2025, bringing the rate to 1.25 percent.
CIMB Thai Bank's research center even projects a
potential drop to 1 percent if conditions deteriorate
further. Analysts emphasize, however, that the BoT
aims to preserve monetary policy space and that any
immediate cut should not be seen as the start of a full
easing cycle. [Bangkok Post 1]

Amid these expectations, Thailand’'s bond market has
experienced its strongest monthly foreign inflows in
over three years. Approximately USD 2 billion has
flowed into Thai debt so far this month, according to
the Thai Bond Market Association, while India and
Indonesia have seen outflows. Investors are moving to
lock in yields before further monetary easing.

Short-duration Thai bonds, particularly two-year
government bonds, have been the main beneficiaries,
with yields dropping to their lowest levels since 2022.
Analysts at Nikko Asset Management and Nomura
Holdings suggest that short-term bonds remain more
resilient against fiscal pressures compared to longer-
term debt.
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The strengthening of the baht, linked to a sharp rally in
gold prices, has further enhanced Thailand's
attractiveness. Thailand, a major gold trading hub in
Asia, recorded a 270 percent year-on-year surge in
gold exports last month. The baht's correlation with
gold prices rose sharply in April, while the baht itself
has appreciated by over 2 percent following the
announcement of new U.S. tariffs. [Bangkok Post 2]

Thailand: Government confident of
maintaining credit rating amid fiscal
stimulus planning

(Im) Thai authorities remain optimistic that
international credit rating agencies will uphold the
country’s current sovereign credit rating, citing strong
macroeconomic fundamentals, robust foreign
reserves, and disciplined fiscal management. The
assurance comes amid ongoing discussions over a
potential stimulus package and economic uncertainty
stemming from global trade tensions.

During the 2025 Spring Meetings of the International
Monetary Fund (IMF) and World Bank in Washington,
Deputy Finance Minister Paopoom Rojanasakul met
with representatives of JPMorgan, Moody's, and
Standard & Poor’s (S&P) to reaffirm Thailand's credit
stability. He highlighted that despite a slow recovery,
Thailand continues to demonstrate sound financial
health. Inflation remains low and stable, and public
and private financial institutions maintain strong
balance sheets, with commercial banks reporting a
Bank for International Settlements (BIS) capital
adequacy ratio of 20.1 percent.

Paopoom emphasized that Thailand's foreign reserves
—valued at over USD 247 billion—serve as a significant
buffer against economic shocks. Public debt currently
stands at 64.2 percent of gross domestic product
(GDP), within the government's management
framework, while the IMF-calculated figure is slightly
lower at 58.5 percent. The average cost of borrowing is
2.82 percent, with a maturity profile of over nine years,
and only 0.9 percent of GDP is denominated in foreign
currency—minimizing exposure to interest rate and
exchange rate risks.

Given these indicators, the government expects
Thailand to retain its BBB+ rating from S&P and Baa'
from Moody's, both with a stable outlook and firmly
within the investment-grade category.

Meanwhile, Finance Minister Pichai Chunhavajira and
other officials are assessing the contours of a large-
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scale stimulus package, potentially valued at over THB
500 billion (USD 15 million). While no final decision has
been made on the scope or funding mechanisms, the
aim is to catalyze both consumption and domestic
investment. Options under consideration include
reallocating THB 150 billion in unused stimulus funds,
utilizing state financial institutions for liquidity
injections, or borrowing, though authorities maintain
that an increased debt ceiling—possibly to 75-80
percent of GDP—is not a concern in itself.

Permanent Finance Secretary Lavaron Sangsnit noted
that what matters most is the effective use of
borrowed funds and the country’'s repayment capacity,
not the numerical debt threshold. Final decisions on
the stimulus program are expected in May as the
government monitors global economic trends and
ongoing trade negotiations, particularly with the
United States. [Bangkok Post]

Thailand: Bank of Thailand warns of rising
corporate debt vulnerabilities amid global
trade risks

(Im) The Bank of Thailand has raised concerns over the
rising financial vulnerabilities of some highly leveraged
large corporations (HLLCs), warning that their capacity
to repay debt may come under strain amid tightening
financial conditions and external shocks such as U.S.
tariff hikes.

In its 2024 Financial Stability Assessment, the central
bank noted that while the overall financial health of
large corporations remains sound, a subset of firms
has accumulated significantly more debt than peers.
These HLLCs are especially sensitive to adverse
economic conditions and may face difficulties if trade
tensions escalate or investor sentiment weakens.

Total borrowing by HLLCs reached THB 6.1 trillion (USD
182 million) in 2024, with THB 2.9 trillion (USD 87
million) in bank loans—accounting for 22 percent of
total outstanding corporate loans—and THB 3.2 trillion
(USD 95.5 million) in corporate bonds, or 62 percent of
all outstanding bonds. The average debt-to-equity ratio
in this group rose from 0.97 in 2022 to 1.23 in 2024,
compared to a stable ratio of around 0.5 for general
large corporations listed on the Stock Exchange of
Thailand.

The central bank warned that a further tightening of
global financial conditions, or disruption from

protectionist U.S. trade policies, could lead to higher
refinancing risks, declining investor confidence, and
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asset sell-offs. These developments may raise
borrowing costs and pressure bond markets,
particularly for firms reliant on debt rollovers.

The report also identified property developers as
particularly vulnerable, given an ongoing slowdown in
the real estate sector and weakened financial positions
exacerbated by the March 28 earthquake. Demand for
units priced below THB 3 million has fallen, reflecting
persistent high household debt and limited purchasing
power among financially fragile borrowers.

Amid these risks, the Bank of Thailand reported that
overall credit growth remained weak in 2024, with
reduced bond issuance due to rising credit risk and
debt repayments. It also observed early signs of
liquidity strain in households and small and medium-
sized enterprises (SMEs), which already struggle with
competitiveness and access to credit.

The report cautioned that if confidence in the financial
markets continues to erode, a sharp correction in asset
prices could lead to systemic risks, particularly if
institutional or retail investors engage in panic-driven
sell-offs. [Bangkok Post]

Thailand: lllegal condo rentals continue in
Bangkok despite crackdown

(ed) lllegal daily rentals in condos remain a problem in
Bangkok, particularly in Sukhumvit 11, despite efforts
to address the issue. Over half of the 450 units in one
condo building continue to be rented out illegally via
online platforms. The condo management, which
recently changed hands, has failed to take action, and
even altered the building's name on booking platforms
to avoid inspections.

Pattaya has seen more success in curbing illegal
rentals, following a change in management. Morrakot
Kuldilok, president of the Thai Hotels Association,
expressed concerns about the impact on hotels, which
face higher costs and stricter regulations compared to
condos. She noted that while some management
companies specifically run daily rentals in condos, this
practice remains a challenge for the industry, despite
sufficient hotel room capacity in Pattaya and Chonburi
to meet tourist demand. [Bangkok Post]

Thailand: Minimum wage hike delayed
amid concerns over U.S. tariffs


https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-sduykty-l-ikh/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-sduykty-l-ikk/

(Im) Thailand’s plan to raise the daily minimum wage to
THB 400 (USD 12) has been postponed after a tripartite
wage committee failed to reach consensus on April 22.
Officials cited economic uncertainties tied to the
United States’ proposed 36 percent tariff on Thai
imports as a primary reason for the delay.

The 15-member committee, which includes
representatives from the government, employers, and
employees, postponed further discussion to an
unspecified date in May. Although Labor Minister
Phiphat Ratchakitprakarn had previously pledged that
the increase would be implemented by May 1, both
employer and employee representatives agreed that
the current economic climate—particularly the tariff
impact—makes it an inopportune time.

Employer representatives voiced frustration over the
lack of government relief measures following the
previous wage hike in January, stating that the burden
has grown heavier with looming trade disruptions.
Small and medium-sized enterprises, in particular, are
expected to be hardest hit if the wage increase is
applied across all sectors. [Bangkok Post]

Thailand: Changing times leave poor
elderly folk 'in need of extra support’

(Im) Thailand is facing growing challenges in caring for
its elderly population, particularly those without
pensions or other forms of financial support. As the
national workforce continues to shrink, people aged 60
or older now account for approximately 20-30 percent
of the population. Auschala Chalayonnavin, a public
policy expert at Thammasat University's Faculty of
Social Administration, highlighted that the old-age
dependency ratio has risen significantly, from 10.7
percentin 1994 to 31.1 percent last year.

This demographic shift means that every 100 working-
age Thais must now support 31 elderly people, placing
increased financial pressure on families. Many elderly
individuals rely on support from their families or the
government, and the number of elders living alone has
increased from 3.6 percentin 1994 to 12.9 percent last
year. This trend has raised concerns about their
physical and mental well-being.

Dr. Auschala also noted that elderly women
outnumber men, making up 57.9 percent of the elderly
population. People aged between 60 and 69 account
for nearly 60 percent of all elderly in Thailand, with the
number of people over 60 expected to surge in the
coming years.
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To address the needs of the ageing population, Dr.
Auschala called on the government to adjust its public
spending, particularly by expanding health insurance
and financial aid schemes. She pointed to Switzerland's
system, where both the government and private
companies contribute to retirement savings, as a
potential model for Thailand's welfare reform.
[Bangkok Post]

Thailand: SMEs lag behind in adopting Al
and robotics despite industry push

(Im) Despite growing support from public and private
sectors, small and medium-sized enterprises (SMEs) in
Thailand continue to lag behind in adopting robotic
and artificial intelligence (Al) technologies, according to
the Federation of Thai Industries (FTI) and a recent
survey by the University of the Thai Chamber of
Commerce (UTCCQC).

While some large companies, particularly in sectors like
electric vehicles, medical equipment, and
semiconductors, have invested heavily in robotics and
Al, SMEs cite financial constraints and a perceived lack
of necessity as major barriers. A UTCC survey found
that 34.3 percent of SME respondents have no
immediate plans to invest in new technologies, while
only 4.1 percent said they would do so this year.

In 2023, Thailand ranked 15th globally and first in
Southeast Asia in terms of industrial robot adoption,
with over 3,600 robots imported. However, FTI
estimates that only 2-3 percent of Thai industries have
reached the Industry 4.0 level, meaning widespread
integration of advanced technology and data analytics
into production processes.

To encourage greater uptake, initiatives such as
partnerships between IT distributor SiS Distribution
(Thailand) and Chinese robotics firm Dobot aim to
introduce robotic training programs in vocational
schools. Dobot also seeks to market its collaborative
robots to Thai SMEs to address labor shortages and
rising minimum wages, with the daily wage now up to
THB 400 (approximately USD 12) in some provinces.

The Industry Ministry has launched a THB 2.5 billion
(approximately USD 67 million) soft loan program
offering 1 percent interest rates to help SMEs
modernize their factories. The FTl is further supporting
its members by offering affordable software packages
and preparing an Al roadmap tailored for the industrial
sector. [Bangkok Post]
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Thailand: Chinese automakers expand
local production to strengthen ASEAN and
global exports

(Im) Three major Chinese automakers — MG, BYD, and
Great Wall Motor (GWM) — are accelerating production
expansion in Thailand, positioning the country as a
strategic export base for hybrid and plug-in hybrid
vehicles across Southeast Asia and beyond.

BYD, which currently manufactures models like the
BYD DOLPHIN and ATTO 3 in Thailand, has begun
exporting its BYD SEALION 6 DM-i plug-in hybrid model
this year. The company aims to reach its full
production capacity of 150,000 units annually within
two years of launching its factory in the third quarter
of 2024. The facility supports both left- and right-hand
drive vehicles, underlining its export readiness.

SAIC Motor-CP's MG plant in Chonburi, with a capacity
of 100,000 units annually, produces models such as
the MG5, MG ZS, and MG HS PHEV, which are exported
to Vietnam and Indonesia, with Malaysia targeted next.
While electric vehicle (EV) models like the MG S5 and
MG4 are assembled at the same facility, exports have
yet to begin. MG's manufacturing site, situated in the
WHA Eastern Seaboard Industrial Estate 2, spans 437.5
rai (approximately 700,000 square meters), with a
dedicated 137.5 rai (around 220,000 square meters)
"New Energy Industrial Park" established in 2023 to
support EV sector growth. The company employs over
1,000 staff, with 98 percent being Thai nationals.

GWM also plans to ramp up production at its Rayong
plant in the second quarter of 2025 to meet growing
domestic and international demand. With a maximum
output of 80,000 vehicles per year, GWM exports a
range of hybrid vehicles — including the TANK 500 HEV
and HAVAL H6 HEV — to markets such as Malaysia,
Vietnam, Indonesia, Brazil, Australia, and New Zealand.
The plant employs over 1,100 people and sources 45-
50 percent of its components locally. According to
James Yang, GWM's Vice President of International
Markets, the Rayong facility is a key element in the
company’s global export strategy and marks its second
major overseas plant after Russia. [The Nation]

Thailand: Sugar syrup factories suspend
production as China’s import ban remains
unresolved
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(Im) 35 out of 42 Thai factories producing sugar syrup
and premixed powders have fully halted operations
due to China’s continued ban on imports from
Thailand, causing financial losses exceeding THB 2
billion (USD 60 million), according to the Thai Sugar
Product Association. These factories, which primarily
export to China, are now at risk of permanent closure
if the ban is not lifted.

The suspension was first imposed by China in
December 2024, citing hygiene concerns at Thai
production facilities. Despite Thai authorities
submitting a list of approximately 30 FDA-licensed
factories for inspection and conducting audits on over
50 facilities in line with manufacturing standards, the
issue remains unresolved. Chinese authorities have
since requested additional inspections, but no formal
agreement has been reached to lift the ban.

Thailand was the largest supplier of liquid sugar to
China in 2023, with exports exceeding 1.2 million
metric tons. Since the ban, Thai producers have faced
heavy costs from returned shipments, port fines,
transportation fees, and severely discounted sales.

Asia United Foods Industrial Co, based in Samut
Prakan, is among the affected firms. Its monthly
exports of over 5,000 tons to China, worth roughly THB
100 million (USD 2.9 million), have collapsed to just 10
percent of previous production volumes. The firm is
now grappling with unpaid worker wages and excess
inventory totaling 50 containers. [Bangkok Post]

Thailand: Cabinet lifts ban on snake
exports to boost legal trade and breeder
income

(Im) Thailand's cabinet has approved the legal export
of snakes, lifting a decades-old ban in an effort to
generate income for breeders and combat the illegal
wildlife trade. The decision, announced on April 23,
revokes two cabinet resolutions from 1990 and 1991
that had prohibited the export of live snakes and
unprocessed snake skins.

The Ministry of Natural Resources and Environment
proposed the policy change, arguing that regulated
exports of snakes bred domestically can satisfy
growing international demand while creating new
economic opportunities. The legal market is projected
to match Thailand’s existing domestic snake trade,
which is valued at THB 275 million (USD 8.25 million)
annually.
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Authorities emphasized that snake exports will be
strictly regulated under the Wildlife Preservation and
Protection Act 2019 and the Convention on
International Trade in Endangered Species of Wild
Fauna and Flora (CITES). Exporters must obtain
appropriate permits, and the new policy will apply only
to snakes bred in captivity, not wild-caught specimens.

Related industries are also expected to benefit. The
market for snake feed is estimated at THB 180 million
(USD 5.4 million) annually, with an additional THB 51
million (USD 1.53 million) for prey feed, THB 17 million
(USD 510,000) for terrariums and snake-keeping
equipment, and THB 6 million (USD 180,000) for
veterinary care. [Bangkok Post]

Thailand: 37 Thai ESGX funds set to launch
on May 2

(Im) 19 asset management firms will jointly launch 37
Thai ESG Extra (ESGX) funds on May 2, according to the
Securities and Exchange Commission (SEC), with the
new funds designed to accept both new investments
and transfers from long-term equity funds (LTFs)
through June. The initiative forms part of Thailand’s
broader push toward sustainable finance and long-
term capital market development.

The ESGX scheme offers two tiers of tax benefits.
General investors can purchase units between May 2
and June 30, 2025, and receive tax deductions of up to
THB 300,000 (USD 9,000), or 30 percent of assessable
income, provided the investment is held for a
minimum of five years. For LTF holders as of March 11,
2025, who fully transfer units to an ESGX fund in May
or June, the tax deduction can reach THB 500,000 (USD
15,000) over five years, with THB 300,000 (USD 9,000)
deductible in 2025 and the remaining THB 200,000
(USD 6,000) distributed evenly over 2026-2029.

Thai ESGX funds are required to invest no less than 80
percent of their net asset value (NAV) in assets with
environmental or sustainability attributes issued by the
Thai government or Thai-registered companies.
Alternatively, at least 65 percent must be allocated to
sustainability-themed equities each fiscal year.

FundConnext, the mutual fund trading and data
platform operated by the Digital Access Platform under
the Stock Exchange of Thailand, will facilitate fund
access and verify eligible LTF unit transfers.

SEC Secretary-General Pornanong Budsaratragoon
said the ESGX initiative aims to incentivize long-term
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investment in sustainable assets and help achieve
national sustainability targets. Chavinda
Hanratanakool, chairwoman of the Association of
Investment Management Companies, projected
investment inflows of THB 20-30 billion (USD 600-900
million) between May and June, with LTF transfers
accounting for at least THB 80 billion (USD 2.4 billion).

Analysts estimate that investors optimizing both tax
benefit schemes could receive up to THB 600,000 (USD
18,000) in deductions in 2025 alone. [Bangkok Post]

Thailand: Government reduces transfer
and mortgage fees to 0.01 percent

(Im) Effective April 22, the Thai government has
reduced both property transfer and mortgage
registration fees to 0.01 percent for real estate
purchases valued up to THB 7 million (USD 210,000).
The measure, issued by the Ministry of Interior, applies
to residential buildings such as single houses, twin
houses, and townhouses, as well as commercial
buildings or land with such structures. It covers
transactions in which both the purchase price and
appraised value do not exceed THB 7 million, and the
mortgage does not exceed the same amount.

This fee reduction is part of the government’s strategy
to stimulate the real estate sector and alleviate
financial burdens for Thai nationals seeking home
ownership. The policy will remain in effect until June
30, 2026, and is limited to natural persons of Thai
nationality. The Cabinet approved the initiative on April
8 under the authority granted by Ministerial Regulation
No. 47 issued under the Land Code Act. [Thai PBS, in
Thai]

Thailand: Nestlé vows to pursue legal
battle with Mahagitsiri family, plans local
production

(Im) Nestlé has reaffirmed its commitment to continue
its legal fight with the Mahagitsiri family, its former
joint venture partners in Thailand, while announcing
plans to establish its own coffee production facility in
the country. The move comes amid a contentious
dispute over the Nescafé brand, which recently led to a
temporary distribution halt.

Operations in Thailand were suspended for a week
after the Min Buri Civil Court issued an emergency
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injunction on April 3, 2025, barring Nestlé from
manufacturing, outsourcing, distributing, or importing
Nescafé instant coffee. However, the company swiftly
resumed operations following a ruling from the Central
Intellectual Property and International Trade Court
affirming its exclusive trademark rights to Nescafé in
Thailand.

Nescafé products are now sourced both locally and
from Vietnam, Indonesia, and Malaysia. A market
survey indicates that local production is carried out by
companies including Benjaphanpong, Toyo Seikan
(Thailand), and Quality Coffee Products Ltd (QCP),
though QCP ceased operations after the joint venture
with Nestlé ended on December 31, 2024.

Nestlé has filed for the liquidation of QCP with the
Bangkok South Civil Court, which is currently reviewing
the case. Meanwhile, the Min Buri Civil Court has
scheduled a June 20 hearing to decide on Nestlé's
request to revoke the earlier injunction.

The company underscored that any disruption to its
operations in Thailand would impact the entire supply
chain, particularly as over half of Thailand’s robusta
coffee—reduced from over 17,000 tons in 2015 to
around 5,900 tons in 2024—is supplied to Nescafé.

According to NielsenlQ, Thailand's instant coffee
market was valued at THB 23 billion (USD 690 million)
between April 2024 and March 2025. Nescafé remains
the market leader in the 3-in-1 coffee segment.
[Bangkok Post]

Thailand: Chinese tourist arrivals
continue to decline

(Im) Chinese tourist arrivals to Thailand have hit a 2025
low, with only 5,833 recorded on April 16, down
sharply from pre-pandemic daily averages and far
below government targets. A senior tourism executive
has described the situation as a “crisis,” noting it may
be even more severe than the downturn following the
2018 Phuket boat tragedy.

Sisdivachr Cheewarattanaporn, advisory chairman of
the Association of Thai Travel Agents, attributed the
decline to multiple compounding factors, including the
Chinese government's push for domestic tourism, the
economic impact of U.S. tariffs, and travel safety
concerns—particularly following the recent high-profile
kidnapping of Chinese actor Wang Xing.
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As of April 20, Chinese tourist arrivals for the year
stood at 1.5 million, slightly ahead of arrivals from
Malaysia (1.4 million) and Russia (835,385), according
to the Ministry of Tourism and Sports. While numbers
briefly surged during the Songkran festival, reaching
16,000 on April 11, they have since plummeted again.

Even with a moderate recovery to 10,000-15,000 daily
arrivals for the rest of the year, total arrivals from
China are projected to range between 4.2 and 5.5
million—significantly below the 7 million target and
short of last year's 6.7 million. In contrast, Thailand
received a record 11 million Chinese visitors in 2019.

In response, Thai authorities are preparing a series of
familiarization trips involving 600 travel agents and
influencers from over 30 Chinese provinces to revive
group travel. Former Tourism Authority of Thailand
(TAT) governor Yuthasak Supasorn has urged the
government to implement a coordinated reputation
management strategy, enhance safety messaging, and
develop niche marketing through integrated
campaigns. [Bangkok Post]

THB 320 million plan in pipeline to reverse decline in
Chinese tourists

The Association of Thai Travel Agents (ATTA), in
partnership with the Tourism Authority of Thailand
(TAT), has introduced a THB 320 million (USD 10
million) stimulus plan to reverse the decline in Chinese
arrivals.

The proposed budget will fund two main initiatives.
The first, worth THB 300 million (USD 9 million),
involves supporting the launch of 1,000 charter flights
from 20 second-tier cities in China to Thailand over a
three-month period. The government will subsidize
each flight with THB 350,000 (USD 10,435) to THB
450,000 (USD 13,417), provided the flight meets a
minimum cabin load factor of 70-80 percent, equating
to around 150 passengers. Travellers will be required
to stay in Thailand for at least four to five nights. This
initiative is intended not only to directly boost arrival
numbers but also to create more connectivity between
emerging Chinese cities and Thai destinations.

The second initiative, with a THB 20 million (USD
596,294) budget, is a high-profile “mega fam trip,”
which will invite 300 Chinese tour agents and 100
media representatives and influencers to experience
Thailand first-hand. This campaign aims to rebuild
Thailand’'s image as a safe and attractive travel
destination. Participants will explore various tourism
offerings across the country and are expected to use
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their platforms to promote Thailand to the wider
Chinese market upon their return. [The Nation]

Thailand: Government pushes Southern
Economic Corridor, Land Bridge projects
despite opposition

(Im) The Thai government is accelerating efforts to
develop the Southern Economic Corridor (SEC) and the
associated Land Bridge megaproject, aiming to
transform the country into a major logistics hub linking
the Gulf of Thailand and the Andaman Sea. Deputy
Transport Minister Manaporn Charoensri confirmed
that the SEC would improve connectivity across
Chumphon, Ranong, Surat Thani, and Nakhon Si
Thammarat provinces, enhancing cargo flows, boosting
regional economic growth, and promoting tourism
development.

The Land Bridge project, a centerpiece of the SEC,
includes the construction of deep-sea ports in Ranong
and Chumphon, a 90-kilometer motorway and railway
link, and new seaport facilities. The project is designed
to offer an alternative shipping route bypassing the
congested Strait of Malacca, reducing shipping time by
three days and lowering transport costs by 15 percent.

The initial investment for the first construction phase is
projected at THB 500 billion (approximately USD 13.8
billion), with total development costs estimated at THB
1 trillion (approximately USD 27.6 billion). The
government plans to allow unlimited foreign
participation in the investment consortia. International
investors and joint ventures with Thai firms will be
permitted without restrictions on shareholding ratios.

A feasibility study, environmental impact assessments,
and business development plans have already been
completed. The Office of Transport and Traffic Policy
and Planning (OTP) has finalized public hearings across
the four involved provinces. The SEC bill, designed to
establish a legal framework for the project, is being
updated and is expected to be submitted for cabinet
approval by May, with parliamentary deliberation
starting in July. Construction is scheduled to begin in
late 2026, with completion targeted for 2030. [Bangkok
Post 1] [Bangkok Post 2]

Despite government enthusiasm, opposition is
mounting. Activist networks led by Prasitchai Nunuan
of SEC Watch — representing 94 anti-SEC groups —
have announced plans for a road blockade in the
South onJuly 1 if the government proceeds without
amending the SEC bill. Critics argue that the bill mirrors
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the Eastern Economic Corridor (EEC) law and could
allow excessive privileges for foreign investors,
including 99-year land leases, condominium ownership
rights, and immigration law exemptions for migrant
workers.

Opponents warn that such provisions could harm
agriculture, tourism, and local livelihoods by
accelerating urbanization and land use changes
without sufficient local consultation. They also argue
that without investment privileges enshrined in the
SEC bill, private sector interest in the Land Bridge
project alone would be minimal.

The OTP maintains that over 8,000 out of 9,000
participants in public hearings responded positively,
though officials acknowledge some local concerns.
Meanwhile, government spokespersons stress that the
project will not be affected by U.S. reciprocal tariffs and
will remain attractive to international shipping and
logistics investors due to Thailand's strategic location.
[Bangkok Post 3]

Thailand: Industrial Estate Authority
prepares ‘service industrial estate’ in
Chon Buri

(Im) The Industrial Estate Authority of Thailand (IEAT) is
conducting a feasibility study for the development of a
2,000-rai (3.2 square kilometers) "service industrial
estate" in Chon Buri province to support the
government's plan to establish an entertainment
complex in the Eastern Economic Corridor (EEC). The
proposed estate will include a hotel, mall, amusement
park, residential zone, and spa services, aimed at
boosting consumer spending and supporting broader
economic growth.

Acting IEAT Governor Sumet Thangprasert stated that
if government land is allocated for the entertainment
complex, the project would proceed under the
Industrial Estate Authority of Thailand Act. The service
industrial estate is expected to be located in a newly
designated economic zone and marketed as a family-
friendly destination.

The initiative follows the government'’s recent
appointment of a special committee to oversee the
entertainment complex project, with potential sites
including Bangkok, Chon Buri, Chiang Mai, and Phuket.
The project aligns with Thailand's target to raise
investment to 27 percent of gross domestic product
(GDP) by 2026.
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In addition to this new estate, the IEAT has made
23,662.45 rai (37.86 square kilometers) of land
available for foreign investors, particularly those
seeking to relocate production from trade-affected
regions. The authority also confirmed the completion
of the 1,383-rai (2.21 square kilometers) Smart Park
Industrial Estate in Map Ta Phut, Rayong, designed to
attract investment in targeted industries. [Bangkok
Post]

Thailand: Thai-Chinese high-speed rail
project delayed by seven months due to
land-use issues

(msz) The State Railway of Thailand (SRT) board has
approved a 201-day extension for the construction of
the Thai-Chinese high-speed rail project between
Saraburi and Kaeng Khoi, citing delays related to
obtaining land-use permissions from the Royal
Irrigation Department. As a result, the completion date
for the Saraburi-Kaeng Khoi section has been
postponed from June 7 to December 25, 2025.

SRT Governor Veeris Ammarapala stated that the
extension applies specifically to the Bangkok-Nong
Khai high-speed rail line, a major collaboration
between Thailand and China. The extension will not
entail additional costs or compensation claims from
the contractors. Veeris confirmed that the SRT has
already handed over 100 percent of the required land
for the project and is working to ensure completion
within the new deadline.

The Saraburi-Kaeng Khoi section spans 12.99
kilometers and carries a contract value of THB 8.56
billion (approximately USD 236 million). Construction
of this section began on February 19, 2021.

Separately, the SRT board has also resolved to propose
to the cabinet the construction of six new railway
crossing bridges in Nakhon Ratchasima province, with
a total proposed budget of THB 797.29 million
(approximately USD 22 million). [Bangkok Post]

Thailand: Government pushes Northeast
transformation with new projects, SEZ
proposal, infrastructure megaprojects

(acs/Im) Thailand's government is accelerating efforts
to boost economic growth in the North and Northeast,
with Prime Minister Paetongtarn Shinawatra
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prioritizing major development initiatives during a two-
day mobile cabinet meeting in Nakhon Phanom on
April 28-29.

A public-private joint committee has approved 30
projects worth more than THB 16.4 billion
(approximately USD 438 million) to support tourism,
infrastructure, and creative economy initiatives across
the upper Northeast. Nine projects, valued at THB 400
million (approximately USD 10.7 million), including
landscape improvements along the Mekong River and
the development of Sakon Nakhon as a creative
economy hub, will begin immediately. Cabinet
approval is being sought for the remaining projects,
while 21 private-sector proposed initiatives worth THB
16 billion (approximately USD 427 million) will undergo
further prioritization. [Bangkok Post 1]

Complementing these efforts, an extraordinary
committee has proposed the creation of new special
economic zones (SEZs) across the North and Northeast
to diversify economic growth beyond the Eastern
Economic Corridor (EEC). Each region would host ten
SEZs, targeting sectors like agribusiness, logistics,
healthcare, wellness, digital technology, and tourism.
The move is also seen as a buffer against external
risks, particularly renewed U.S. tariff threats. [Bangkok
Post 2]

Meanwhile, infrastructure megaprojects are advancing.
Plans include expanding flight operations at Nakhon
Phanom and Sakon Nakhon airports, completing an
environmental study for a proposed Mukdahan Airport
by late 2025, and opening a new 355-kilometer Ban
Phai-Mukdahan-Phanom double-track railway by 2028.
Additional rail extensions connecting Udon Thani,
Sakon Nakhon, Nong Khai, Bueng Kan, and Ubon
Ratchathani are under study. Over 20 new road
projects are also underway to improve cross-border
logistics, particularly through the R12 land route linking
Thailand, Laos, Vietham, and southern China. [Bangkok
Post 3]

The government is also promoting secondary cities like
Nakhon Phanom, Sakon Nakhon, and Mukdahan as
year-round tourist destinations. Efforts include
sustainable tourism promotion and expanding
healthcare infrastructure, exemplified by the new
Faculty of Medicine at Nakhon Phanom University.
[Bangkok Post ]

Thailand: Deadly attacks in Narathiwat
and Yala underline urgency for renewed
southern peace dialogue
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(acs/ed) Deputy Prime Minister Phumtham
Wechayachai has called on security forces in Thailand's
Deep South to adopt a more proactive approach to
combat rising violence. This follows a series of violent
incidents, including an ambush in Saba Yoi district of
Songkhla, which resulted in the death of a Buddhist
novice and injuries to another [see AR No. 16,
April/2025, 4].

Phumtham, also the defense minister, expressed
concern over the frequency of attacks, some occurring
multiple times a day. He emphasized the need for
security forces to act swiftly to restore public
confidence, containing violence before it escalates, and
reporting incidents directly to him. A recent Zoom
conference with security officials focused on improving
the response to unrest in the region.

Phumtham also highlighted the need for increased
protection for Buddhist monks and novices, especially
after the recent ambush during their morning alms
round. Meanwhile, Lt Gen Paisal Noosang, Fourth
Army Region commander, noted that the violent
incidents, including the attack on the Buddhist novices,
are part of a pattern to spread false information and
provoke unrest, similar to past incidents in the region.
[Bangkok Post]

Shortly after the defense minister's comments,
violence erupted again in Narathiwat and Yala
provinces, claiming the lives of two police officers and
one village defense volunteer in separate attacks on
April 27 and 28. [The Nation 1] [The Nation 2]

Thailand: Police bust illegal crypto trading
operations, make five arrests

(Im) Thai police have arrested five individuals involved
in illegal cryptocurrency trading following raids on
eight locations in Bangkok, Phuket, and Chon Buri. The
crackdown, part of "Operation Crypto Phantom,"
targeted crypto trading firms accused of laundering
money for illicit businesses, including drug networks
and scam operations.

According to Pol Maj Gen Thatphum Jaruphat,
commander of the Economic Crime Suppression
Division (ECD), the raids uncovered illegal activities
involving cryptocurrency exchanges that primarily
dealt in Tether (USDT). These firms allegedly helped
clients avoid financial transaction inspections and
evade taxes.
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The police discovered over 1,000 financial transactions
tied to illegal businesses, amounting to more than THB
14 billion (USD 402.8 million). The seized items
included computers, mobile phones, bank account
passbooks, and other documents. [Bangkok Post]

Thailand: Six officers killed as police
aircraft crashes into sea

(bk) A police aircraft crashed into the Gulf of Thailand
near Hua Hin airport on the morning of April 25, killing
all six officers onboard. The DHC-6-400 Twin Otter
plane, operated by the Royal Thai Police, was
conducting a test flight following maintenance and in
preparation for a parachute training exercise.

The aircraft was one of three Twin Otters acquired by
the Royal Thai Police in 2020. According to police
officials, the aircraft had recently completed scheduled
maintenance before being cleared for the test flight.
[Bangkok Post]

Vietnam: NA Standing Committee
concludes 44th session, advances major
legal reforms

(Im) Vietnam’s National Assembly (NA) Standing
Committee, the highest permanent body supervising
legislative activities between full National Assembly
sessions, concluded its 44th session on April 28, 2025,
in Hanoi after nine days of intensive work. The session
covered 48 groups of items — the heaviest workload in
the 15th NA term — addressing revisions to the 2013
Constitution, 24 draft laws, 11 draft resolutions, and
other key matters. [Viet Nam News 1]

Among the notable developments was the discussion
of a draft amendment to the Law on Vietnamese
Nationality, which would allow foreign individuals
applying for Vietnamese citizenship to retain their
original nationality, subject to conditions set by the
Government and approval by the State President.
However, dual citizenship would not apply to those
seeking roles in elected bodies, political agencies, the
military, or the police, and permanent residence in
Vietnam would be required.

The proposal also aims to facilitate citizenship
procedures for individuals with Vietnamese heritage,
foreign investors, scientists, and experts, and ease the
reinstatement process for those who have lost
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Vietnamese nationality. Flexibility would be maintained
for exceptional cases as approved by the Government,
although the NA's Legal and Judicial Committee
stressed that exceptions must be carefully considered
and aligned with existing laws. [Viet Nam News 2]

The Standing Committee also advanced a draft
amendment to the Law on Organisation of Local
Government, which proposes removing district-level
authorities to create a two-tier governance model
consisting only of province- and ward-level
administrations. Minister of Home Affairs Pham Thi
Thanh Tra explained that greater powers and
autonomy would be delegated to the grassroots level,
while transitional provisions would ensure a smooth
transfer of duties from dissolved district-level
governments. The NA's Legal and Judicial Committee
supported the overall direction of the reform but
recommended further clarification on authority
delegation and the election of local officials. [Viet Nam
News 3]

NA Chairman Tran Thanh Man emphasized the
urgency of finalizing contentious draft laws with
complete documentation and highlighted the National
Assembly’s ongoing digital transformation efforts,
including upgrades to the NA App 2.0 and the
deployment of a virtual assistant. The upcoming ninth
session of the NA, scheduled from May 5 to June 30, is
expected to mark a significant overhaul of Vietham's
state institutions and governance framework, aligning
with the Resolution adopted by the 11th plenum of the
13th Party Central Committee.

In addition to nationality and governance reforms, the
Standing Committee also provided feedback on
amendments to the Criminal Procedure Code and the
State Budget Law, underlining a broader commitment
to legal modernization and administrative reform. [Viet
Nam News 1]

Vietham: Former deputy minister faces 6-
7 year sentence in solar power
misconduct case

(cmc) The Hanoi People’s Procuracy has recommended
a six- to seven-year prison sentence for former Deputy
Minister of Industry and Trade Hoang Quoc Vuong,
citing abuse of power related to the Thuan Nam solar
power project. Vuong is accused of directing the
drafting of Government Decision No. 13 to unlawfully
expand eligibility for a preferential electricity rate of
USD 0.0935 per kilowatt-hour, resulting in significant
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financial losses for the state utility Vietnam Electricity
(EVN).

Former head of the Electricity and Renewable Energy
Authority, Phuong Hoang Kim, faces a similar proposed
sentence on the same charge. Prosecutors have also
proposed prison terms ranging from three to six years
for ten other officials implicated in the case.

According to the Procuracy, Vuong instructed his team
to broaden the scope of the policy’s beneficiaries,
which enabled two solar power plants to improperly
receive the preferential rate. This caused EVN to incur
losses exceeding VND 1.04 trillion (USD 42 million).

In addition to criminal liability, the Procuracy has
recommended that three companies found to have
benefited from the unlawful policy be required to
repay the misallocated funds to EVN. [Viet Nam News]

Vietnam: Foreigners to gain access to
national ID app VNelD under pilot
program starting July

(hn) Beginning July 1, foreigners residing in Vietnam
will be able to register for accounts on the country’s
national identification application, VNelD, as part of a
pilot initiative, according to the Ministry of Public
Security's National Data Centre (C06). The VNelD
platform, which currently serves over 62 million
individuals and 292 million organizations, is designed
to facilitate access to digital public services. [Viet Nam
News]

Vietnam: Tibetan monk secretly cremated
in Ho Chi Minh City

(Im) The body of Tulku Hungkar Dorje, a prominent
Tibetan Buddhist leader who reportedly died in
Vietnamese custody, was secretly cremated in Ho Chi
Minh City on April 20 under heavy security and without
the consent of his monastery, rights groups and
sources close to the case told Radio Free Asia. Dorje,
the 10th abbot of Lung Ngon Monastery in Qinghai
province's Gade county, had fled to Vietnam to escape
persecution by Chinese authorities over his advocacy
for Tibetan language and culture.

His death was confirmed on March 29 by his
monastery, which reported that he died in a hospital in
Ho Chi Minh City after having disappeared for over
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eight months. According to Tibetan sources, Dorje was
arrested in a joint operation by Vietnamese police and
Chinese agents, and died while in custody.

Despite appeals from followers to repatriate his body
to Tibet, over 70 Vietnamese and Chinese officials
reportedly oversaw the cremation, which was carried
out at Long Tho Cremation Park north of the city.
Phones were confiscated, and monks from Lung Ngon
Monastery who traveled to Vietnam on April 5 were
denied access to official documents or government
representatives. It remains unclear if they were
allowed to attend the cremation at all.

Back in Tibet, the Chinese government has barred the
Lung Ngon Monastery and residents of Gade county
from organizing public memorials. Several Tibetans
have reportedly been detained for posting messages
or images in remembrance of the abbot, and the
monastery itself has been warned it may be shut down
for disobedience. [Radio Free Asia]

Vietham: Three important new financial
regulations to take effect in May

(Im) Several new financial regulations will come into
effect in Vietnam in May 2025. From May 18, under
Decree 69, foreign investors may only purchase
treasury shares if acquired by Vietnamese credit
institutions before January 1, 2021. Foreign ownership
remains capped at 30 percent for commercial banks
and 50 percent for non-bank credit institutions, with a
possible increase to 49 percent in special cases such as
compulsory transfers.

From May 1, new apartment management fees will
apply in Hanoi. Apartments without elevators will be
charged between VND 700 and VND 5,000
(approximately USD 0.2) per square meter per month,
while those with elevators will be charged between
VND 1,200 and VND 16,500 (approximately USD 0.6).
Premium services are not included, and old
unrenovated apartments and social housing may be
subject to different agreements.

Additionally, from May 19, Decision 06 will regulate the
State Bank's money printing and minting orders.
Production facilities must meet strict legal, financial,
and security standards, and pricing will be reviewed
and capped by the Ministry of Finance. [Viet Nam
News]
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Vietnam: Legal framework under
consideration for digital assets and
carbon credits as collateral

(Im) Vietnam is considering establishing a legal
framework to recognize digital assets and carbon
credits as collateral in banking credit activities, a move
seen as essential to supporting the country's digital
and green economy.

Currently, Vietnamese law permits only tangible and
traditional financial assets as collateral. Experts at a
recent conference in Hanoi emphasized that
recognizing digital assets and carbon credits would
expand access to capital, diversify banks' collateral
portfolios, and promote green finance.

Vietnam's digital asset market has seen significant
growth, with an estimated 17 million asset holders and
a market value exceeding USD 100 billion. However,
the absence of legal recognition makes it difficult for
banks to utilize these assets in credit operations.

International examples show that some countries,
such as Thailand and members of the European Union,
have already accepted carbon credits and emission
certificates as collateral. Best practices include
establishing clear legal definitions, licensing and
custody rules, anti-money laundering safeguards, and
tax compliance frameworks.

Proposals for Vietnam include amending the Civil Code
and Decree 21/2021 to formally define digital assets
and carbon credits as collateral, and issuing detailed
regulations on asset management, storage, valuation,
and risk control. [Viet Nam News]

Vietnam: SMEs face barriers in accessing
green capital as ESG standards tighten

(Im) Small and medium-sized enterprises (SMEs), which
account for more than 90 percent of businesses in
Vietnam, continue to face significant challenges in
accessing green capital amid rising Environmental,
Social, and Governance (ESG) requirements.

Despite government initiatives promoting sustainable
development, including policies supporting green
economy and digital transformation, many SMEs
struggle with limited financial transparency, high
upfront costs for clean technologies, and low
familiarity with ESG practices. Access to green credit
remains difficult, with loan criteria often exceeding
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SMEs' capacities, and only a small percentage of
committed international funds, such as the USD 210
million from the International Finance Corporation
(IFC), having been disbursed.

Authorities have highlighted the need to remove
institutional barriers, create more flexible financial
mechanisms, and provide training programs to
improve SME alignment with ESG standards. Proposals
include establishing a green credit guarantee system,
offering tax incentives, promoting digitalization of
business data, and building a national network of ESG
consultants.

Meanwhile, the banking sector is increasingly
integrating environmental risk management and
prioritizing green lending, particularly in sectors
vulnerable to climate risks, signaling a broader shift
toward sustainable finance in Vietnam's credit
markets. [Viet Nam News]

Vietnam: Innovation summit highlights
country’s growing role in regional
investment landscape

(cmc) Vietnam's efforts to enhance its role as a regional
hub for technology investment were in focus at the
Vietnam Innovation and Private Capital Summit (VIPC)
2025, held in Hanoi on April 22 The event, attended by
over 1,000 participants, including more than 200
investors from Asia and Europe, provided a platform to
examine the country's innovation landscape and
investment outlook.

Deputy Prime Minister Nguyen Chi Dung reiterated the
government's intention to foster an innovation-driven
economy, particularly in sectors such as artificial
intelligence, fintech, and sustainable development. He
noted that international trends toward sustainable
growth, green innovation, and the circular economy
are shaping Vietnam's strategic priorities. [VnEconomy]

The Vietnam Innovation and Capital Report 2025,
jointly released by the Vietnam Private Capital Agency
(VPCA), the National Innovation Center (NIC), and
Boston Consulting Group (BCG), indicated that
Vietnam's innovation sector attracted nearly USD 2.3
billion through 141 investment deals in 2024. Artificial
intelligence startups recorded an eightfold increase in
funding compared to 2023, and agritech investment
rose ninefold. The report pointed to continued
macroeconomic resilience, with GDP growth reaching
7.1 percent in 2024 and the economy projected to
grow to USD 1.1 trillion by 2035. Foreign direct
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investment disbursement climbed to USD 25 billion, an
increase of 9 percent year-on-year, while the digital
economy’s contribution rose to 18.3 percent of GDP,
with a target of 35 percent by 2030. [Viet Nam News 1]

In parallel with these developments, the Viethamese
government has proposed new policy measures to
encourage investment in digital technologies. During a
session of the National Assembly Standing Committee
on April 26, the government presented a proposal to
grant land use fee and land rent exemptions and
reductions for projects involved in producing digital
technology products, software, semiconductors,
artificial intelligence, and activities located in
concentrated digital technology zones and national
innovation centers. Research units and facilities
operated by science and technology enterprises would
be eligible for full land rent exemptions, aiming to
lower investment costs and support Vietnam'’s digital
transformation agenda.

The government also proposed a 30 percent reduction
in land rent payable in 2025, expanding the scope
compared to 2024, to stimulate production and
business activities in key sectors. The National
Assembly Standing Committee agreed in principle to
authorize the issuance of a decree formalizing these
exemptions and reductions, signaling further policy
support for high-value sectors amid broader economic
pressures. [Viet Nam News 2]

While Vietnam's innovation sector shows significant
momentum, observers note that sustaining growth will
depend not only on government incentives but also on
improvements in regulatory transparency,
infrastructure quality, and deeper integration into
global value chains. Partnerships signed at VIPC 2025
between the NIC, VPCA, and major Asian venture
capital associations reflect ongoing efforts to
strengthen international investment ties, but longer-
term challenges, including global economic uncertainty
and competitive pressures from regional peers, remain
relevant considerations. [VnEconomy]

Vietham: Government increases bond
issuance to support economic growth
amid global pressures

(Im/cmc) Facing mounting challenges from global trade
tensions and external growth pressures, Vietnam has
significantly increased its issuance of Government
bonds in 2025, with a strategic focus on boosting
public investment and stimulating domestic
consumption. These fiscal measures aim to support
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the country's ambitious GDP growth target of 8 percent
and to shield businesses from volatile international
market conditions.

According to the Hanoi Stock Exchange, Vietnam raised
an estimated VND 130.8 trillion (approximately USD 5
billion) from Government bond issuances during the
first four months of 2025, marking a nearly 27 percent
increase compared to the same period in 2024. This
surge in bond issuance is part of a broader financial
strategy aiming to mobilize around VND 500 trillion
(about USD 19.3 billion), equivalent to 4 percent of the
country's GDP.

The funds will be directed towards strengthening
public investment, particularly in key sectors such as
railway infrastructure, electricity, and domestic
consumption. These areas are considered critical to
offset the decline in export demand amid ongoing
tariff tensions with the United States. Currently,
Vietnamese exports to the United States face a
temporary 10 percent tariff, but concerns persist that it
could rise to 46 percent in July under new U.S. policies,
potentially reducing Vietnam's economic growth by up
to 3 percentage points, according to BMI Research
estimates. [Viet Nam News]

Domestically, the Ministry of Finance emphasized that
accelerating public investment is essential not only to
fully disburse the capital allocated for 2025 but also to
address the significant backlog of unspent budgets
from 2021 to 2023, estimated at around USD 19 billion.
Prime Minister Pham Minh Chinh has reiterated that
speeding up public investment disbursement is “the
key to promoting growth.” Supporting this view,
economist Can Van Luc has noted that every 1 percent
increase in public investment could contribute
approximately 0.06 percentage points to Vietnam's
overall GDP growth. [Reuters]

Vietham: Government considers
extending 2 percent VAT cut through end
of 2026 to boost economy

(hn) Vietnam’s National Assembly (NA) Standing
Committee is considering a proposal to extend the
ongoing 2 percent value-added tax (VAT) reduction—
from 10 percent to 8 percent—until December 31,
2026, as part of efforts to stimulate economic activity.
The current policy, set to resume on July 1, 2025,
excludes several sectors, including
telecommunications, banking, insurance, real estate,
and metal production.
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According to Deputy Minister of Finance Cao Anh Tuan,
the proposed extension aims to revitalize the economy
by supporting business operations, encouraging
tourism, and increasing domestic consumption. While
the measure is expected to result in a state revenue
loss of approximately VND 121.74 trillion (USD 4.7
billion), it is viewed as a necessary step to maintain
macroeconomic stability and enhance national
competitiveness.

Most members of the Standing Committee have
expressed support for the extension and suggested
the possibility of applying the reduction to additional
sectors, depending on future assessments of its fiscal
impact. Deputy Prime Minister Ho Duc Phoc also
backed the initiative, underscoring its importance amid
global economic uncertainty and noting that Vietnam'’s
VAT rate remains comparatively low on the
international scale.

The finalized proposal is expected to be submitted for
discussion and potential approval during the National
Assembly’s ninth session in early May. [Viet Nam News]

Vietham: Government advances plans to
establish first international financial
center

(Im Vietnam’s government is pushing forward with
plans to develop its first International Financial Center
(IFC), with a draft resolution expected to be reviewed
by the National Assembly as early as May 2025, Deputy
Prime Minister Nguyen Hoa Binh announced during a
meeting with ministries, banks, investment funds, and
international investors in Hanoi.

The draft resolution introduces policies on foreign
exchange management, taxation, labor standards,
international arbitration, and asset management,
modeled after international best practices. It aims to
create a modern regulatory environment to support
Vietnam's emergence as a regional financial hub.

Participants from institutions including Temasek
Holdings, Standard Chartered Bank, ADB, HSBC, SSI
Fund, and JICA welcomed the progress made but
recommended further improvements. Suggestions
included enhancing investor confidentiality
protections, clarifying anti-money laundering
regulations, and ensuring coherence between
Vietnamese and foreign laws governing the IFC.

Deputy Prime Minister Binh underscored that while the
National Assembly resolution would hold legal status
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similar to a law, it would be easier to amend, allowing
Vietnam to adapt flexibly as the financial center
evolves. He stressed the government's commitment to
fostering favorable conditions for investors not only
within the IFC but also across broader economic
ecosystems, and directed the Ministry of Finance and
relevant ministries to incorporate all feedback into the
draft resolution and subsequent implementing
decrees. [Viet Nam News]

Vietnam: Nestlé expands investment with
USD 75 million factory upgrade amid
sustainability drive

(cmc) Nestlé Vietnam has announced an additional
investment of nearly USD 75 million to expand its Tri
An coffee processing factory in Dong Nai Province,
bringing total investment in the facility to over USD 175
million for the 2024-2025 period. Nestlé’'s cumulative
investment in Vietnam now stands at approximately
USD 904 million, reinforcing its role in the country's
coffee industry and export economy. [Vietnam
Investment Review][VietnamPlus]

Nestlé’s move aligns with Vietnam'’s strategy to attract
high-quality foreign direct investment supporting
sustainable development and innovation. However,
the company has faced criticism over water usage
practices in the Central Highlands, where studies show
coffee farmers under Nestlé's supply chain have
historically used up to 60 percent more water than
necessary during the dry season. [LinkedIn]

In response, Nestlé Vietnam has promoted
regenerative agriculture, achieved zero-waste-to-
landfill status across its factories since 2015, and
committed to making 100 percent of its packaging
recyclable or reusable by 2025. Programs to reduce
greenhouse gas emissions have also been introduced,
though some observers continue to call for more
transparency and independent verification of
environmental impacts. [FoodBev Media]

Vietnam: 2025 HCFC import quota to be
halved as part of climate and ozone
protection commitments

(Im) Vietnam will cut its national import quota for
hydrochlorofluorocarbons (HCFCs) by 50 percent in
2025, marking a significant step in the country’s
alignment with international climate obligations and its
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net-zero emissions pledge. A directive issued on April
18 by the Ministry of Agriculture and Environment will
reduce the permitted import volume from 2,600 tons
in 2024 to 1,300 tons in 2025. The measure primarily
targets HCFC-22, a common refrigerant used in air
conditioning, refrigeration, and foam insulation—
especially in sectors such as seafood processing and
cold-chain logistics.

The move forms part of Vietnam’s compliance with the
Montreal Protocol, a 1987 international treaty
designed to phase out substances that deplete the
ozone layer. The policy also aligns with Vietnam'’s
domestic legal framework. The annual quota of 1,300
tons will remain unchanged through 2029, reflecting a
67.5 percent reduction from baseline levels. From
2030, imports will be capped at just 100 tons per year,
with all other HCFC imports to be phased out entirely
by 2040.

Businesses using HCFCs must report their annual
consumption by January 15 and comply with licensing
and handling regulations. The policy, which combines
regulatory control with strategic climate action,
supports Vietnam's Second Updated Nationally
Determined Contribution, targeting a 43.5 percent
emissions cut by 2030 and a 30 percent reduction in
methane emissions over the same period.

Government projections indicate that full
implementation of HCFC and HFC quotas could lead to
a reduction of over 11 million tons of CO,-equivalent
emissions by 2045. These targets form part of the
National Climate Change Strategy and Vietnam'’s
broader commitment to achieving carbon neutrality.
[Vietnam Briefing]

Vietnam: Construction of North-South
high-speed railway set to begin in 2026

(Im) Vietnamese Prime Minister Pham Minh Chinh has
reaffirmed that construction of the North-South high-
speed railway must begin by December 2026,
emphasizing the project’s strategic importance for the
country's long-term development. Speaking at the
second meeting of the Steering Committee for key
national railway projects, the prime minister stressed
the need for bold action, proactive planning, and
maximum mobilization of funding sources, including
public-private partnerships (PPP), loans, and bond
issuance.

Four major railway projects are currently underway:
the Lao Cai-Hanoi-Hai Phong line, the Hanoi-Lang Son
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and Hai Phong-Mong Cai lines, the North-South high-
speed railway, and urban railway systems in Hanoi and
Ho Chi Minh City. Among these, the Lao Cai-Hanoi-Hai
Phong line is scheduled to begin construction in 2025,
while the North-South high-speed railway is set to
follow in 2026.

To facilitate implementation, the prime minister
directed the Ministry of Construction and the Ministry
of Justice to finalize a resolution establishing unified
special mechanisms for all railway projects.
Concurrently, four related decrees will be developed to
create a comprehensive legal framework. The Ministry
of Construction has also been tasked with drafting a
catalog of industrial goods and services for the railway
sector, while the Ministry of Industry and Trade and
the Ministry of Education and Training will prepare
development projects on railway industry growth and
human resource training, respectively.

Negotiations with China to secure financing for the Lao
Cai-Hanoi-Hai Phong project are ongoing, with
authorities instructed to ensure that land clearance is
completed by September 2025. For the North-South
line, all ministries and localities have been asked to
prepare detailed schedules aligned with the
government's overall plan.

Urban railway projects in Hanoi and Ho Chi Minh City
are also being prioritized under special mechanisms
already approved by the National Assembly. The
government intends to involve both state-owned and
private enterprises in railway development, with Viettel
Group and VNPT Group assigned to develop
information, signaling, and control technologies.

The North-South high-speed railway project is
considered a central component of Vietnam’s ambition
to modernize its transportation infrastructure and
meet the country's "two centenary goals" of
development by 2030 and 2045. [Viet Nam News]

Vietnam: Coast Guard seizes 70,000 liters
of smuggled diesel off Con Dao Island

(Im) Vietnam's Coast Guard seized 70,000 liters of
contraband diesel from a wooden fishing boat off the
coast of Con Dao Island, Ba Ria-Vung Tau Province, on
April 26. The vessel was discovered by a patrol team
from the Coast Guard Intelligence Division No. 2, which
is responsible for monitoring the sea from Phu Yen
Province to Kien Giang Province, including the Truong
Sa (Spratly) Archipelago. [Viet Nam News]
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International Relations,
Geopolitics and Security
in Asia

Chinese Foreign Minister Wang Yi attends
China-Central Asia Foreign Ministers’
Meeting

(dz) On April 26, Chinese Foreign Minister Wang Yi
attended the Sixth China-Central Asia Foreign
Ministers’ Meeting in Almaty, Kazakhstan. Counterparts
attending were the foreign ministers of Kazakhstan
Murat Nurtleu, Kyrgyzstan Zheenbek Kulubaev,
Tajikistan Sirojiddin Mukhriddin, Uzbekistan Bakhtiyor
Saidov and a representative of Turkmenistan.

Discussions focused on strengthening political
dialogue, expanding trade and economic ties,
enhancing transport connectivity, countering global
challenges, and promoting sustainable development
and environmental security. The ministers also
outlined steps to improve multilateral cooperation
based on equality and mutual respect. In addition, a
key agenda item was preparation for the second
China-Central Asia Summit. [The Times of Central Asia]

In their joint statement, the foreign ministers
reaffirmed their strong support for each other's core
interests, including sovereignty, independence,
security, and territorial integrity, and opposed external
interference in their internal affairs. They also
reaffirmed their commitment to multilateralism and
international trade rules, rejected unilateral
protectionism, and agreed to strengthen coordination
to safeguard their legitimate rights and interests.
[Ministry of Foreign Affairs, China 1]
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Wang, for his part, expressed concern over rising anti-
globalization and protectionist trends, criticizing the
United States for launching a "tariff war" against over
180 countries, undermining international trade rules
and global economic stability. He reaffirmed China's
commitment to openness, shared development, and
upholding international norms.

Wang, furthermore, proposed five priority areas for
deepening cooperation with Central Asia including
building political trust, promoting trade and
investment, improving cooperation mechanisms,
jointly celebrating historical anniversaries, and
enhancing humanitarian ties. [Ministry of Foreign
Affairs, China 2]

Second China-Kazakhstan Strategic Dialogue

Wang Yi's visit also featured the Second China-
Kazakhstan Strategic Dialogue with Deputy Prime
Minister Murat Nurtleu. Both hailed an “all-weather”
partnership they believe is “immune to short-term
geopolitical turbulence.” [Ministry of Foreign Affairs,
China 3, in Chinese]

The ministers discussed a broad range of political,
economic, cultural, and humanitarian cooperation
issues, reviewed the implementation of high-level
agreements, and noted positive momentum in
Kazakhstan-China relations.

Special focus was placed on strengthening trade and
economic ties, with an emphasis on developing new
approaches to industrial and investment cooperation,
energy, transit and transport connectivity, and
innovation.

Both sides agreed to strive to double the volume of
mutual trade in the near future, where bilateral trade
reached a record high of 43.8 billion US dollars and a
Kazakhstan-China investment portfolio currently
includes 224 projects worth approximately USD 66.4
billion. The two sides also agreed to lift Kazakhstan's
non-resource exports, mesh the country’s transit
corridors with the Belt and Road Initiative and press
ahead with new-energy and industrial projects. Beijing
reiterated “firm” support for Kazakhstan's sovereignty
and territorial integrity, an assurance Astana values
highly given its complex neighborhood.

These meetings ended with the schedule of upcoming
bilateral visits and events this year and aligned
positions on key issues of the international agenda, a
Memorandum of Cooperation between the Ministries
of Foreign Affairs of Kazakhstan and China for 2026-
2028, and notes on the establishment of the Consulate
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General of the Republic of Kazakhstan in Guangzhou.
[Gov.kz]

Ultimately here, China has put forward a coherent
political roadmap, while Kazakhstan is positioning itself
as the primary Central-Asian hub for Chinese trade,
investment and logistics. Both capitals seem convinced
that deeper cooperation is the best antidote to
external economic headwinds and geopolitical
volatility.

Further bilateral meetings

Wang and Tajikistan’s Foreign Minister Muhriddin
agreed to push the year-old “comprehensive strategic-
co-operative partnership” higher. Beijing pledged firm
backing for Dushanbe’s domestic path and deeper
security coordination along the border and within the
Shanghai Cooperation Organization (SCO). Both
ministers condemned U.S. tariff “bullying,” vowing joint
defense of free trade and multilateral rules. [Ministry
of Foreign Affairs, China 4]

This policy of creating an amicable, secure, prosperous
and mutually beneficial neighborhood was again
reflected in Wang's meeting with his Uzbek counterpart
Saidov during which they mapped out next steps for
the “all-weather strategic partnership,” from Al and
climate tech to fast-tracking the China-Kyrgyzstan-
Uzbekistan (CKU) railway. Again, both ministers blasted
“bullying” tariffs, this time positioning their cooperation
as a bulwark for global fairness and a catalyst for
Central-Asian modernization. [Ministry of Foreign
Affairs, China 5]

A third meeting was with Kyrgyzstan's Foreign Minister
Kulubaev, made rapid progress toward this “shared-
future community,” spotlighting the CKU railway and
China's role as Bishkek's top trade partner. Beijing
reiterated support for Kyrgyz sovereignty, while
Kulubaev promised a favourable climate for Chinese
investors. They pledged to resist protectionism, back
China's 2025 SCO chairmanship and keep tariff
disputes inside a multilateral, rules-based framework.
[Ministry of Foreign Affairs, China 6]

Wang Yi has also discussed the tensions between
Pakistan and India over terror attacks in Kashmir with
Pakistan's Deputy Prime Minister and Foreign Minister,
Mohammad Ishaq Dar. China urged an impartial
probe, arguing that escalation benefits neither India
nor Pakistan and undermines regional stability - a
clear priority for China. Pakistan has said it will handle
the crisis responsibly and stay in close contact with
China and other partners. Beijing, while “closely
following” events, backs Pakistan’s counter-terrorism
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drive and its right to safeguard sovereignty. [Ministry
of Foreign Affairs, China 7].

Chinese Foreign Minister Wang Yi attends
BRICS foreign minister’'s meeting

(dz) Foreign ministers from an expanded BRICS
convened in Rio de Janeiro and cast the bloc as a shield
of multilateralism to counter a “unilateral” United
States, as tariff hikes rattle the global economy -
aligning with Wang Yi's rhetoric.

On April 28, Brazilian Foreign Minister Mauro Vieira
opened session in Itamaraty Palace by urging
colleagues to act as a “force for good” in a “fragmented
world.” “The path to peace is neither easy nor linear,”
he said; “security is a right for all, not a privilege for a
few.” He underlined that the eleven-member grouping
now speaks for almost half the planet’s population and
40 percent of global GDP, giving it the weight to foster
“dialogue, development and stability.” [Servicos e
Informagdes do Brasil]

Behind the rhetoric lay sharp criticism of Washington's
trade moves: the foreign ministers drafted a
communiqué that condemns recent U.S. tariffs, now
245 percent on some Chinese goods, as “unilateral
measures” and re-endorses WTO-based dispute
settlement. Despite a critical tone, the final
communique would be careful to “avoid a
confrontational tone”. [South China Morning Post]

Climate finance and de-dollarized commerce were also
featured. Brazilian officials shelved talk of a single
BRICS currency but focused instead on members to
expand settlement in local money; Russia noted that
90% of its 2024 BRICS trade was already conducted
that way. Vieira separately called on wealthier nations
to shoulder their “historic responsibility” for climate-
adaptation funding. [El Pais]

The final declaration will verbalize the position of
Brazil, Russia, India, China, South Africa, and the newly
joined countries, in 2023: Saudi Arabia (which has not
sent a representative), Indonesia, Iran, the United Arab
Emirates, Egypt, and Ethiopia. Russian Foreign Minister
Sergei Lavrov and Chinese Foreign Minister Wang Vi
attended, but several of the delegations were led by
lower-ranking diplomats. The most prevalent absence
was India’s External Affairs Minister, Subrahmanyam
Jaishankar, who, due to tensions with Pakistan, was a
no-show at the meeting. Although replaced, The
External Affairs Ministers absence is likely both
practical and strategic: “some part of it could be to
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convey the severity of the matter from India’s
perspective to other BRICs members and the
international community - particularly China, which
recently expressed support for Pakistan”.

On the sidelines, Wang and Lavrov pledged to
“strengthen coordination within BRICS” and build “a
more just and equitable global governance system,”
where unity and cooperation in the current contact
between hegemony and opposing hegemony is of
great strategic value. Lavrov claimed Moscow is ready
for Ukraine talks “without pre-conditions.” [Ministry of
Foreign Affairs, China]

Ultimately, Brazilian diplomats say the outcomes of
this week’s consultations will shape July's BRICS
leaders’ summit, where the group hopes to translate
Monday's uncodified pledges into tangible trade,
investment and peace initiatives etc. [Ministry of
Foreign Affairs, China 8] [Global Times]

Chinese President Xi Jinping urges shared
responsibility in global climate
governance

(Ib) In a video speech delivered on April 23 at the
Leaders Meeting on Climate and the Just Transition, an
international forum where leaders discuss strategies
for addressing climate change and a green economy.
President Xi Jinping emphasized the importance of
multilateralism and international cooperation in
confronting the climate crisis. He called for a just
transition toward green development, highlighting the
role of the United Nations (UN) and international law in
guiding global climate action. In an apparent reference
to the U.S., Xi expressed concern about rising
unilateralism and protectionism, which he said have
undermined the global order, but remained optimistic
that history would continue to move forward.
[Youtube] [China Daily]

President Xi stressed the need for openness,
inclusiveness, and innovation in driving the global
green transformation. He called on countries to enable
the free flow of environmentally friendly technologies
and ensure their accessibility and affordability,
especially for developing countries. China, he said,
would continue to deepen South-South cooperation
and offer assistance within its capabilities to countries
in need. Developed countries, in turn, were urged to
meet their obligations by supporting developing
nations through finance and technology transfers.
[China Daily]
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Chinese state media, meanwhile, highlighted that while
some countries, notably the United States, have moved
away from commitments like the Paris Agreement,
China has expanded its leadership role in climate
efforts. The country continues to scale up electric
vehicle deployment, shift its industrial base toward
sustainability, and invest in global green cooperation
initiatives. These actions illustrate China’'s ambition to
be a central actor in shaping a sustainable, low-carbon
future for the planet. [Global Times]

China to lift sanctions on MEPs in an
effort to further trade with EU

(dz) As a result of heavy US tariffs, 145 percent, and the
consequential hit on the Chinese export market, China
is looking to open trade with the European Union (EU).
For this purpose, China will lift sanctions on, inter alia:
“two EU-linked committees, three national
parliamentarians, the Mercator Institute for China
Studies think-tank, the Alliance of Democracies
Foundation and two academics.”

These sanctions were a consequence of the European
Parliament (EP) refusing to ratify an EU-China
Comprehensive Agreement on Investment (CAl) in
2021 - an agreement that would have deepened EU-
China trade ties but was halted due to concerns
regarding human rights violations against the Uyghur
Muslim minority.

Parliamentary officials said the talks preceded the
arrival of Trump in office and were aimed at allowing
lawmakers to do their work. Since the sanctions were
imposed there have been no visits by MEPs to China
and contact with Chinese diplomats has been minimal.

However, despite this and pushing from Beijing, two
EU officials said the CAl would not be revived as the
situation had changed so much. Rather, the EP would
exempt China from some trade enforcement action -
the reasoning being: “It is a bit outdated and is of even
less value now than it was then,” and “... let's see if
there is a willingness on the Chinese side to offer
something more attractive,” as said by a senior EU
diploma. [Financial Times]

Discussions are reportedly “continuing and in their
final stages.” EU leaders will also travel to Beijing for a
summit with Chinese President Xi Jinping in July, while
Foreign Minister Wang Yi is attempting to rally EU
governments against Trump by meeting with Kaja
Kallas, the EU's top diploma. On this matter, Wang Yi
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has already spoken with Austria and Britain (see article
in this edition). [South China Morning Post]

Chinese miliary build-up contributes to
rise in Asian military expenditure

(dz) The Stockholm International Peace Research
Institute (SIPRI) reported an increase in global military
expenditure in 2024, noting that the top five military
spenders - United States, China, Russia, Germany, and
India - together accounted for 60 percent of the total,
with combined spending reaching USD 1,635 billion.

China is the world's second largest spender after USA
(USD 997 billion) and its military expenditure by 7.0
percent to an estimated USD 314 billion, marking three
decades of consecutive growth. China accounted for 50
per cent of all military spending in Asia and Oceania,
investing in the continued modernization of its military
and expansion of its cyberwarfare capabilities and
nuclear arsenal.

Other notable increases include Japan with 21 percent
to USD 55.3 billion in 2024, the largest annual increase
since 1952; India’s grew by 1.6 per cent to USD 86.1
billion; and spending by Taiwan grew by 1.8 per cent in
2024 to reach USD 16.5 billion.

“Major military spenders in the Asia-Pacific region are
investing increasing resources into advanced military
capabilities,” said Nan Tian, Director of the SIPRI
Military Expenditure and Arms Production Program,
warning of that these investments risk sending the
region into a dangerous arms-race spiral amid
unresolved disputes and mounting tensions. [SIPRI]

SIPRI further noted that the steady rise in China’s
spending over time had “definitely contributed to
growing regional concerns,” and with the US and its
allies, including Japan, Taiwan, India, and Australia,
explicitly citing China as a main factor in their defense
planning.

These are most prevalent in East Asia, where military
budgets expanded by 7.8 per cent to USD 433 billion.
The Asia and Oceania region has spent USD 629 billion
in 2024, a 6.3 percent increase from 2023 and the
biggest rise since 2009. [SCMP]

China’s EV industry expands overseas
amidst trade pressure and intense
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competition

(dz) On April 23, China’s annual auto-show raised
concerns about uncertainty regarding the US-China
Trade War, domestic price wars and safety concerns
amidst talks of expansion overseas.

Firstly, Wei Jianjun, Chairman of Great Wall Motor, a
listed and leading Chinese manufacturer of SUVs and
pick-up trucks, told reporters that the firm may move
vehicle production to Brazil and expand neighboring
markets. He described the impact of U.S. tariffs on
Chinese automakers as “there, but not big,” noting that
Great Wall has never exported large volumes to the
United States. A Brazilian plant would embed Chinese
capital inside a major Mercosur economy, limiting
Washington's leverage. [Reuters 1]

Meanwhile, European incumbents are divided on the
correct response. Ola Kallenius, the Chief Executive of
Mercedes-Benz, a German automotive brand, has
urged the EU to find an “equitable solution” that levels
competition without resorting to a pure tariff barrier,
referred to as the "crudest instrument" that could be
applied. His comments highlight the dilemma facing
European policymakers: defend local industry through
tariffs or open trade with China. Opening trade with
China may come in the form of price floors, as of last
week negotiations were supposed to start
immediately. [Reuters 2] [ArenaEV]

China’s need for an overseas strategy is further
catalyzed by a crowded Chinese EV market with little
profit margin, a resulting protracted price war and
Chinese government crackdown (after a fatal crash of
Xiaomi SU7 in March) on smart driving systems.
Executives from Xpeng, a significant player in the
Chinese EV industry, have said few EV startups will
ultimately survive without developing their own Al,
chips and self-driving tech [Reuters].

However, this is juxtaposed by regulators at the show
banning words including “smart driving” and
“autonomous driving”. A key innovation within Xpeng is
its Al-driven driver assistance technology and thus, in
response, has said it will launch a training camp for
drivers. [Reuters 3]

Hence ultimately, export growth must serve as (a) a
way to circumvent regulatory pressures, (b) a revenue
hedge and (c) to maintain production scale in the face
of domestic consolidation. At the Shanghai auto show
BYD, a high-tech company devoted to technological
innovations and China’s leading automotive
multinational corporation, launched a new model|
within its Denza line, a set of automotives targeted
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towards a more luxury consumer base. This high-spec
SUV points to the company's ambitions to rival higher-
end Western brands such as Porsche and Mercedes-
Benz. [CNN]

This directly follows from BYD rebuilding its European
strategy after earlier stumbles such as low German
sales, limited hybrid options and a shortage of expert
executives. The company has expanded its dealer
network and is offering generous pay packages to lure
senior executives away from European groups, such as
from Stellantis, and thus increase their local market
knowledge. [Techin Asia] [Techin Asia] [Reuters]

Growing Chinese FDI in ASEAN faces
uncertain future due to tariffs

(dh) Over the past decade, Chinese investment in
manufacturing across Southeast Asia has surged, as
companies look for alternatives to China amid rising
trade tensions, tariffs, and regulatory challenges. This
trend picked up speed after the US-China trade war
began in 2017, with many Chinese firms, often
alongside global companies, shifting parts of their
supply chains to ASEAN countries.

Since the first US-China trade war in 2017, ASEAN's
manufacturing FDI has more than doubled, rising from
an average of USD 30 billion per year in 2013-17 to
USD 60.8 billion in 2018, then averaging USD 58 billion
annually through 2022, before jumping another 61
percent in 2023 as firms diversified supply chains away
from China.

Chinese investors have spread their bets across the
region, particularly in Indonesia, Vietnam, Thailand,
and Malaysia. Different sectors are driving this
movement: Vietnam and Malaysia are emerging as
electronics and solar power hubs, while Indonesia is
attracting major investments in electric vehicle and
battery production, helped by local policies that
encourage resource processing.

However, this momentum faces new risks. Growing
scrutiny from the United States, including possible
tariffs on goods with heavy Chinese content, could hurt
ASEAN's manufacturing boom. Future Chinese
investment will likely depend on how trade policies
evolve, how much the US tightens rules, and how
China’s own economy holds up.

In short, while Chinese firms have helped drive
ASEAN's manufacturing growth, the next chapter looks
less certain. While ASEAN nations are currently in a 90-
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day reprieve from tariffs, analysts warn that a 30
percent tariff on ASEAN goods would significantly harm
ASEAN diversification and China’s FDI in the region.
[Rhodium Group]

Japan’s Prime Minister Ishiba deepens
strategic ties with Vietnam and begins
visit to the Philippines

(Im/cmc/hn) In a notable diplomatic push to strengthen
Japan's presence in Southeast Asia amid growing
geopolitical volatility and global trade disruptions,
Japanese Prime Minister Shigeru Ishiba embarked on a
four-day official visit to Vietnam and the Philippines
from April 27 to 30.

The trip—his third to the region since taking office—
underscores Tokyo's strategic focus on deepening
economic and security partnerships with key ASEAN
member states, particularly as regional tensions rise
over maritime security and economic realignments
driven by U.S. and Chinese policies. Ishiba's visit
coincides with the imposition of sweeping tariffs by
U.S. President Donald Trump and China’s expanding
influence under its Belt and Road Initiative, prompting
Japan to accelerate engagement with like-minded
regional partners. [Kyodo News]

Vietham: Comprehensive Strategic Partnership reaffirmed
and expanded

From April 27 to 29, Ishiba returned to Vietnam for the
first time as government leader after 35 years. The visit
marked a high point in bilateral ties, coinciding with
Vietnam's 50th anniversary of National Reunification
(April 30), and served to reaffirm and deepen the
Comprehensive Strategic Partnership between the two
nations. In a demonstration of the relationship’s
strategic weight, Ishiba held meetings with all four key
pillars of Vietnam's leadership: Party General Secretary
To Lam, State President Luong Cuong, Prime Minister
Pham Minh Chinh, and National Assembly Chairman
Tran Thanh Man. [Viet Nam News 1] [Viet Nam News 2]
[Viet Nam News 3]

Discussions centered on enhancing cooperation in
political trust-building, maritime security, green energy
transition, human resource development, and digital
transformation. Japan reaffirmed its commitment to
supporting Vietnam'’s infrastructure through new-
generation official development assistance (ODA) and
pledged investments in renewable energy, smart
agriculture, and high-tech manufacturing. Under the
Asian Zero Emission Community (AZEC) initiative, Japan
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committed to support 15 green transition projects in
Vietnam valued at over USD 20 billion.

Key agreements signed included memorandums of
understanding on semiconductor research, Japanese
language education in Vietnamese schools, and joint
efforts in energy transition. Japan also pledged to train
approximately 250 Vietnamese doctoral students in
semiconductors to support Vietnam’s innovation
ecosystem.

On security, both sides agreed to launch a new 2+2
dialogue mechanism at the deputy foreign and
defense minister level in 2025. They committed to
strengthening maritime security, cyber cooperation,
and non-traditional security coordination, while
reaffirming peaceful dispute resolution based on
international law, particularly the 1982 United Nations
Convention on the Law of the Sea (UNCLOS).

Tourism and labor cooperation were also prioritized.
Both sides aim to reach two million mutual tourist
visits annually, streamline visa procedures, and expand
worker mobility through a new "Employment for Skills
Development" program. Vietnam and Japan also
committed to deeper cultural, educational, and local-
to-local ties.

At the multilateral level, both governments reaffirmed
support for a rules-based international order, closer
coordination at ASEAN, the United Nations, and APEC,
and Japan's backing for Vietnam'’s hosting of APEC Year
2027. [Viet Nam News 4] [Viet Nam News 5] [Viet Nam
News 6] [Viet Nam News 7]

Philippines: Strategic defense cooperation and Reciprocal
Access Agreement in focus

On April 29, Ishiba arrived in Manila for the second leg
of his Southeast Asia tour, aiming to advance Japan-
Philippines ties under the “Strengthened Strategic
Partnership” framework. He is scheduled to meet
President Ferdinand Marcos Jr. for talks focusing on
defense, economic development, and maritime
security cooperation.

Central to the visit is the pending ratification of the
Reciprocal Access Agreement (RAA)—a landmark
defense pact signed in July 2024 that would allow joint
military operations and troop stationing on each
other’s soil. While the Philippines ratified the RAA in
December 2024, it still awaits approval by Japan’s Diet.
Ishiba’s visit is seen as an effort to build momentum
for its final ratification, signaling deeper military
collaboration amid shared concerns over Chinese
assertiveness in the South China Sea.
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Japan has already ramped up its defense engagement
with Manila. For the first time, Japan is participating
actively—beyond observation—in the 2025 Balikatan
military drills alongside U.S. and Philippine forces.
Under Japan'’s Official Security Assistance (OSA)
framework, the Philippines is receiving coastal
surveillance radars and non-lethal maritime defense
equipment to boost its maritime domain awareness.

Economically, Ishiba is expected to address trade
concerns exacerbated by U.S. tariff hikes and to
explore new areas of Japanese investment in Philippine
infrastructure, technology, and education. Analysts
describe the Philippines as Japan’s most reliable
Southeast Asian partner, particularly in light of its
demographic potential and geostrategic alignment.
[South China Morning Post]

In related updates, Japan has committed PHP 150
million (approximately USD 2.7 million) for the Project
for Human Resource Development Scholarship (JDS),
aimed at supporting the master's degree studies of 20
young Filipino government employees. The agreement
was signed on April 25 by Department of Foreign
Affairs Secretary Enrique Manalo and Ambassador
Endo Kazuya from the Embassy of Japan in the
Philippines. [Philippines National Agency]

Japanese Foreign Minister lwaya seeks
nuclear disarmament through “dialogue
and collaboration”

(dqgl) Japanese Foreign Minister Takeshi lwaya on
Monday called for "dialogue and collaboration" to
advance nuclear disarmament ahead of the 2026
Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty (NPT) review
conference. Speaking at a preparatory meeting in New
York on April 28, lwaya emphasized the global outcry
for a "world without nuclear weapons," citing the
efforts of Nihon Hidankyo, Japan’s leading atomic
bomb survivors' group and recent Nobel Peace Prize
recipient.

Amid ongoing divisions between nuclear and non-
nuclear states—exacerbated by the failure to adopt
final documents at the past two review conferences,
including in 2022 due to Russia’'s opposition—Iwaya
urged all NPT members to uphold the spirit of
cooperation. He also highlighted current threats to the
NPT, including North Korea's nuclear development and
China's opaque military buildup, stressing the need to
preserve and strengthen the treaty.
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His participation marks the third time since 2018 that a
Japanese foreign minister has attended such a
meeting, reflecting Japan's push to demonstrate its
commitment to nuclear disarmament following
criticism - including Nihon Hidankyo, among others -
over its absence from a U.N. nuclear weapons ban
treaty meeting in March (AiR No. 9, March/2025, 1).

Japan, as the only country to have suffered nuclear
attacks, advocates for a world free of nuclear weapons
while at the same time emphasizing "realistic" efforts
by maintaining the NPT regime and relying on U.S.
nuclear deterrence. [Kyodo News]

Under the NPT, which entered into force in 1970,
nuclear-armed states pledge to pursue disarmament,
while non-nuclear states commit not to develop
nuclear weapons and are guaranteed access to
peaceful nuclear energy. The treaty recognizes Britain,
China, France, Russia, and the United States as
nuclear-weapon states.

Japan rejects EU plans to restrict exports
of all eel species

(dqgl) The European Union (EU) is believed to consider a
proposal to list all 19 eel species and subspecies,
including Japanese and American eels, under Appendix
Il of the Convention on International Trade in
Endangered Species (CITES), which would impose
export restrictions. This move aims to improve
enforcement against ongoing smuggling and regulate
trade practices that have drawn criticism for a lack of
transparency.

Japan, which relies heavily on eel imports, has voiced
opposition, with its Fisheries Agency lobbying the EU to
drop the proposal. A final EU decision is expected by
early June, though it remains unclear whether the
proposal will gain the necessary two-thirds support
from CITES member states. If approved at the
upcoming CITES conference in Uzbekistan later this
year, the measure would require exporting countries
to issue permits for eel trade.

The European eel has been subject to such controls
since 2007, when the EU successfully argued that
overharvesting and exports—especially to Japan via
aquaculture hubs like China—were driving population
decline. Expanding the listing to visually similar species
is intended to close enforcement gaps and standardize
regulations for all eel products. [Kyodo News]
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Mongolia, ADB discuss cooperation on
social development and health initiatives

(fs) Chairwoman of the Standing Committee on Social
Policy of the State Great Khural of Mongolia Enkhnasan
Lutaa met with Country Director for Mongolia at the
Asian Development Bank (ADB) Shannon Cowlin on
April 24 to discuss ADB's strategic plans in health,
education, and social development.

Lutaa acknowledged ADB's regional contributions and
COVID-19 support, and outlined upcoming initiatives
focused on pension reform, disability inclusion, welfare
programs, and promoting youth health and mental
well-being. She also emphasized the importance of
medical accountability, regulatory improvements in
schools and online environments, and strengthening
public health systems.

Cowlin reaffirmed ADB's commitment to enhancing
social protection and addressing poverty, with special
focus on the education and health sectors. Plans
include expanding model hospital networks and
supporting the implementation of the Law on Public
Health.

The ADB's new Country Partnership Strategy for
Mongolia for 2025-2028 is expected to be approved in
May, after the previous one finished in 2024.
[Montsame]

Mongolia, UNESCO discuss joint hydrology
initiatives

(fs) Minister of Environment and Climate Change of
Mongolia Odontuya Saldan met with Director of
UNESCO's Intergovernmental Hydrological Programme
(IHP) Abou Amani to explore opportunities for
expanded collaboration.

Saldan proposed a joint initiative on Hydrology and
Drought in partnership with UNESCO, to be presented
at the upcoming One Water Summit, which is a global
event focusing on water management and
sustainability issues held on the sidelines of the COP of
the UN Convention to Combat Desertification.

Both parties discussed supporting this initiative and
enhancing UNESCO's role in the International Year of
Rangelands and Pastoralists 2026, a global initiative
proclaimed by the United Nations General Assembly to
highlight the role of rangelands and pastoralists in
sustainable development. They also reviewed a
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proposal to form an International Coalition for Pastoral
and Nomadic Livestock Husbandry under COP17.

The meeting concluded with a mutual agreement to
strengthen cooperation in research, capacity building,
and workforce development in the hydrology sector.
[Montsame]

UN nuclear chief warns of North Korea’'s
expanding arsenal

(kp) North Korea's nuclear weapons program has
expanded “exponentially,” according to Rafael Grossi,
head of the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA),
who warned that the international community has
limited visibility into Pyongyang's activities. Speaking at
the Council on Foreign Relations, a Washington D.C.-
based think tank, Grossi emphasized the dangers of a
nuclear state operating without oversight. “You cannot
have a country like this ... without us having any clue of
any safety or security measures,” he said. [IAEA]

Grossi's warnings about North Korea were delivered
during a three-day visit to the U.S. capital, his first since
President Donald Trump began his current term. In
addition to his speech at the Council on Foreign
Relations, Grossi met with high-level officials from the
Biden administration, including Secretary of Energy
Chris Wright and Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Chairman David Wright, to discuss global non-
proliferation and nuclear safety challenges. He also
held discussions with World Bank President Ajay Banga
and Asian Development Bank President Masato Kanda
about the potential for increased financing of peaceful
nuclear energy projects to address global development
challenges.

Despite withdrawing from the Non-Proliferation Treaty
in 2003 and expelling IAEA inspectors in 2009, North
Korea is estimated to possess around 50 nuclear
warheads. Grossi noted that the agency still has a
“pretty good idea” of developments inside the country,
including suspected new enrichment facilities.
However, he stressed the need for renewed dialogue.

North Korea's weapons advancements come amid
growing military cooperation with Russia, with
Pyongyang reportedly supplying arms for Moscow's
war in Ukraine. Speculation persists that North Korea
may be receiving technical assistance for its missile
and nuclear programs in return. Recent developments
include the unveiling of a nuclear-powered submarine
and the launch of a spy satellite capable of imaging
U.S. military sites. [War on the Rocks]
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While past U.S.-North Korea summits have stalled,
most notably including the failed Hanoi summit in
2019 under President Donald Trump, Grossi urged a
proactive diplomatic approach. Despite this warning,
no new talks between Washington and Pyongyang
have been announced. [Newsweek]

South Korea enhances defense relations
with EU and NATO

(fn) Seok Jong-gun, the head of South Korea's Defense
Acquisition Program Administration (DAPA), visited
Brussels to engage in high-level discussions with
officials from the European Union (EU) and NATO,
aiming to bolster cooperation in the defense sector.

During his meeting with Andrius Kubilius, the
European Commissioner for Defence and Space, Seok
addressed the rearmament strategies in Europe
detailed in the EU's recent "Readiness 2030" white
paper and highlighted South Korea’s advanced defense
manufacturing capabilities. He proposed collaborative
research and development efforts to synchronize
technological progress between the two regions.

In discussions with NATO Deputy Secretary General
Radmila Shekerinska, he advocated for establishing a
joint consultative body to facilitate ongoing
cooperation, with the inaugural meeting scheduled for
later this year. He emphasized the necessity of an
integrated deterrence strategy that connects the Indo-
Pacific and North Atlantic, particularly in light of the
Ukraine conflict, which has increased the demand for
interoperability of weapon systems.

NATO reiterated the call for stronger cooperation on
advanced weapons development. [Yonhap News
Agency]

South Korea, U.S., and Japan engage in
tabletop exercise before Trilateral
defense talks

(fn) South Korea, the United States, and Japan last
week convened a working-level meeting in Seoul to
prepare for the forthcoming Defense Trilateral Talks
(DTT), their vice-ministerial-level dialogue on security.
The meeting took place on April 22-23 at South Korea's
Defense Ministry, with prominent defense officials
included: Andrew Winternitz from the U.S. Department
of Defense, Woo Kyung-seok from South Korea's
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Defense Ministry, and Osamu Ashizuka from Japan's
Ministry of Defense.

Throughout the session, the three countries engaged
in a tabletop exercise designed to simulate
coordinated reactions to imagined regional security
threats.

The forthcoming DTT, anticipated in the first half of
2025, will mark the 16th session of the talks and the
first during U.S. President Donald Trump's second
term. The prior round was conducted in Seoul on
September 10, 2024. [The Korea Herald]

U.S. seeks South Korean. Japanese backing
for USD 44 billion Alaska LNG project

(dgl) The U.S. plans to host a summit in Alaska around
June 2 to promote its USD 44 billion Alaska LNG
project. According to the National Energy Dominance
Council, led by President Donald Trump, the summit
aims to secure investment commitments from Japan
and South Korea. The project would transport gas from
Alaska’'s North Slope via an 800-mile pipeline for
domestic use and LNG exports to Asia, bypassing the
Panama Canal.

Trump has urged Japanese Prime Minister Shigeru
Ishiba to support the project, while Taiwan’'s CPC Corp
recently signed a non-binding agreement to invest and
purchase LNG, which President Lai Ching-te said would
bolster Taiwan's energy security.

Thai and South Korean officials are also expected to
visit Alaska soon to discuss the project. However,
South Korean Industry Minister Ahn Duk-geun said in
Washington that no commitment has been made,
citing the need for further due diligence. The U.S.
Department of Energy has promoted the project as a
job creator and a step toward energy security, with
potential to reduce the U.S. trade deficit by USD 10
billion annually. [Reuters] [The New York Times]

Bangladesh agrees in principle to
humanitarian corridor for Myanmar’s
Rakhine state

(Im) Bangladesh has agreed in principle to a United
Nations proposal to establish a humanitarian aid
corridor into Myanmar's conflict-torn Rakhine State but
has set conditions for its implementation, according to
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Foreign Adviser Touhid Hossain. He emphasized that
details of the conditions were still under discussion,
but diplomatic sources indicated that creating a
conducive environment for Rohingya repatriation was
a key requirement. Around 1.2 million Rohingya
currently live in camps in Bangladesh.

Talks over the proposed corridor intensified following
UN Secretary-General Antonio Guterres' recent visit to
Bangladesh, during which he discussed the plan as a
means to facilitate Rohingya return. Guterres noted,
however, that the plan would require the authorization
and cooperation of all parties involved in the conflict,
including the Arakan Army, which now controls over 80
percent of Rakhine. Touhid acknowledged that while
Dhaka officially avoids contact with the Arakan Army,
security realities along the Myanmar border
necessitate a pragmatic approach. [The Daily Star 1]

Separately, Bangladesh Jamaat-e-Islami proposed the
establishment of an independent Muslim state in
Myanmar's Rohingya-majority areas during a meeting
with a delegation of the Communist Party of China
(CPC) in Dhaka. Jamaat leader Syed Abdullah
Mohammad Taher said the plan, aimed at offering a
permanent solution to the Rohingya crisis, was
conveyed to the CPC delegation, which promised to
forward the proposal to the Chinese government.
Jamaat also urged Chinese investment in major
Bangladeshi infrastructure projects, including the
Teesta Barrage, a second Padma Bridge, and a new
deep-sea port.

According to Jamaat, the CPC delegation expressed
interest in strengthening ties by inviting Jamaat to
participate in an international conference in China,
with reciprocal visits planned in the future. [The Daily
Star 2]

EU pledges EUR 1.3 billion at Bangladesh’s
first renewable energy festival, backs 15
percent target by 2030

(Im) The European Union has pledged EUR 1.3 billion
(approximately USD 1.39 billion) to support
Bangladesh's transition to renewable energy,
announced during the country's first-ever Renewable
Energy Fest held at the Bangladesh University of
Engineering and Technology (Buet) on April 23. The
festival, jointly organized by ActionAid Bangladesh,
Buet, and the Just Energy Transition Network
Bangladesh (JETnet-BD), brought together government
officials, development partners, private sector leaders,
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and youth to discuss pathways for a sustainable
energy future.

The event reaffirmed Bangladesh’s goal of achieving 15
percent renewable energy by 2030 and a complete
transition to 100 percent by 2050. Dr. Michal Krejza,
head of development cooperation at the EU
Delegation, emphasized that the pledge comes with
expectations for Bangladesh to raise its renewable
share by more than 3 percent, restructure its energy
policies, and maintain political stability through
democratic processes.

Speakers, including representatives from City Bank and
IDCOL, underscored the need to reduce bureaucratic
barriers, taxes, and interest rates while enabling access
to affordable green financing. They highlighted the
necessity of structural reform to attract private sector
investment in clean energy infrastructure.

Participants called for a citizen-centered energy
strategy and the inclusion of marginalized
communities, women, and young people in the energy
transition. A range of panels addressed topics such as
governance, financing, environmental impact, and the
role of youth and women in shaping energy policy. An
Innovation and Technology Fair and “Youth Hub”
further spotlighted local renewable technologies and
grassroots engagement. [Dhaka Tribune]

Bangladesh’s Chief Justice travels to
Turkiye and UAE for international legal
events

(Im) Bangladesh's Chief Justice, Dr. Syed Refaat Ahmed,
departed Dhaka on April 24 to attend high-level legal
events in Turkiye and the United Arab Emirates (UAE).

His trip to Turkiye included participation in the 63rd
founding anniversary of the Turkish Constitutional
Court, at the invitation of its president, Justice Kadir
Ozkaya. Dr. Ahmed also spoke at an international
symposium at Istanbul’'s Dolmabahce Palace, where he
highlighted shared objectives between Bangladesh and
Turkey in ensuring justice, safeguarding human rights,
and upholding the rule of law. [dailyobserver]

Following his visit to Turkiye, Dr. Ahmed will travel to
the UAE to serve as a panelist at a conference hosted
by New York University Abu Dhabi on "Climate Justice
and the Constitution: Reflections from the Global
South." During his visit, he will also lead a workshop for
students and faculty. [Dhaka Tribune]
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EU strengthens investment and digital
cooperation with Bhutan to mark 40 years
of partnership

(hgk) The European Union plans to host a high-level
business forum in Brussels later this year to celebrate
40 years of diplomatic and development cooperation
with Bhutan and to promote European investment in
the country. Announced during the 13th EU-Bhutan
annual consultation, the forum aims to connect
European investors with Bhutanese businesses,
particularly in sectors such as agriculture and
renewable energy. Organizers intend to use the event
to explain Bhutan's investment climate, relevant
regulations, and sectoral opportunities to potential
investors, many of whom remain unfamiliar with the
country's market landscape.

The business forum complements the EU's broader
support for Bhutan under the 2021-2027 Multiannual
Indicative Programme (MIP), through which Bhutan has
received EUR 48 million (USD 51.6 million) in aid,
focusing on climate resilience, governance, and digital
transition. Recent allocations include EUR 17 million
(USD 18.3 million) to further strengthen good
governance and public financial management. Bhutan
will continue to enjoy duty-free and quota-free access
to the EU market under the Everything But Arms
arrangement until 2028, with preparations underway
for a post-preference trading framework. Additionally,
the EU's engagement includes a EUR 150 million (USD
161 million) renewable energy loan signed in 2024 to
fund solar and mini-hydro projects, reinforcing its
commitment to Bhutan's sustainable development
path even as the country moves toward graduation
from least developed country status. [Kuensel 1]

Highlighting its commitment to Bhutan’s digital
transition, an EU delegation led by Paola Pampaloni of
the European External Action Service visited
Changangkha Middle Secondary School, a flagship site
under the Digitalisation in Education initiative, during
their three-day official visit. Funded by the EU with EUR
1 million (USD 1.1 million) and implemented by UNICEF
Bhutan in collaboration with the Ministry of Education
and Skills Development, the initiative aims to improve
digital learning by enhancing school connectivity,
developing interactive digital content, and training
teachers and students in digital literacy and
cybersecurity.

Currently, the project supports 10 schools across
Bhutan, benefiting around 6,000 students and 400
teachers, with a particular emphasis on inclusive
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education for children with special needs. Digital
content for Grade IX Science and Mathematics has
already been developed, and over 600 students and 64
teachers across 10 dzongkhags (districts) have received
digital skills training through the UPSHIFT programme.
The initiative also supports Bhutan’s long-term
Education Technology Framework and aligns with the
national iSherig 3 digital master plan. [Kuensel 2]

India expands maritime claims while
sidestepping border dispute with Pakistan

(Im) India has expanded its maritime claim in the
Central Arabian Sea by an additional 10,000 square
kilometers under its extended continental shelf
submission to the United Nations, while
simultaneously modifying earlier claims to avoid a
long-standing maritime dispute with Pakistan. The
move aims to secure rights for commercially mining
valuable minerals, polymetallic nodules, and oil
reserves beyond the 200 nautical mile exclusive
economic zone. Coastal states can extend their
maritime rights if they scientifically establish that the
seabed is a natural prolongation of their landmass,
subject to verification by the Commission on the Limits
of the Continental Shelf (CLCS).

The revision follows Pakistan’s 2021 objection to parts
of India's earlier claims, citing an overlap of
approximately 100 nautical miles near the disputed Sir
Creek region in the Rann of Kutch. As a result, India’s
original Arabian Sea claim was rejected by the CLCS in
March 2023. In response, India submitted two
modified partial claims on April 3, a strategy officials
described as aiming to protect undisputed and
resource-rich regions from being entangled in broader
conflicts. India’s broader efforts to secure maritime
rights are managed by institutions such as the National
Centre for Polar and Ocean Research (NCPOR) under
the Ministry of Earth Sciences.

With the new addition, India’s combined exclusive
economic zone and extended continental shelf could
soon approach the size of its land territory, which
totals approximately 3.274 million square kilometers.
While overlaps with Oman’s maritime claims exist, both
countries have a 2010 agreement that such overlaps
are not considered disputes. India has also made
claims in the Bay of Bengal and the Indian Ocean,
although these face contests from Myanmar and Sri
Lanka, with consultations expected to resume later this
year. [The Hindu]
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Muslim World League Secretary General
meets Indian Prime Minister Modi

(hjn) Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi met Sheikh
Mohammed bin Abdulkarim Al-Issa, Secretary General
of the Muslim World League (MWL), in Jeddah on April
23 during his state visit to Saudi Arabia. The two
leaders discussed expanding interfaith engagement
and advancing global dialogue on diversity and
coexistence.

The Muslim World League is a Mecca-based
international Islamic non-governmental organization
that promotes interreligious understanding and
counters extremism through advocacy of moderate
Islamic values. During their meeting, Modi welcomed
the MWL's leadership in promoting social cohesion and
praised its commitment to combating terrorism and
extremism. He recalled his previous meeting with Al-
Issa in New Delhi in July 2023 and reiterated India’s
support for initiatives that emphasize cultural
harmony.

The two leaders also explored the idea of jointly
organizing a Diversity and Harmony Summit in India,
which Modi described as a natural extension of India’s
long-standing civilizational ethos of Vasudhaiva
Kutumbakam (“the world is one family”). He highlighted
India’s pluralistic society as a model of unity in
diversity.

The meeting took place alongside broader
engagements between India and Saudi Arabia,
including the co-chairing of the India-Saudi Arabia
Strategic Partnership Council by Modi and Crown
Prince Mohammed bin Salman. External Affairs
Minister S. Jaishankar, National Security Advisor Ajit
Doval, and senior officials were present during the
exchange. [Times of Oman] [PMINDIA]

Three more Russian insurers seek India’s
approval to provide maritime cover for oil
tankers

(Im) Three additional Russian insurers—Sberbank
Insurance, Ugoria Insurance Group, and ASTK
Insurance Company—have requested authorization
from India’s shipping ministry to offer protection and
indemnity (P&l) coverage for vessels delivering oil to
Indian ports, according to sources cited by Reuters.
This move comes as Russia seeks to maintain its oil
exports amid increasing scrutiny and sanctions from
the United States and European Union, particularly
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regarding compliance with the G7 price cap on Russian
oil.

India has already approved five Russian insurance
companies, given that Russia does not have insurers
within the International Group of P&l Clubs, the global
standard for maritime liability insurance. If approved,
the addition of the three new insurers would raise the
total number of accredited Russian firms in India to
eight.

Notably, Sberbank Insurance, a subsidiary of Russia’s
state-controlled Sberbank, is under U.S. sanctions.
However, Indian authorities are considering the
application as India observes only United Nations
sanctions, not unilateral sanctions imposed by other
nations.

India, now in its third consecutive year as the top
importer of Russian crude, benefits from discounted
oil supplies. Indian refiners typically purchase Russian
oil on a delivered basis, meaning sellers provide both
the shipping and the insurance coverage. Maritime
insurance is critical for oil cargoes given the risks of
environmental damage and the stringent safety
standards required.

However, several previously approved Russian insurers
—including Alfastrakhovanie, Sogaz Insurance Co., and
Ingosstrakh—are under U.S. sanctions, while VSK
Insurance faces sanctions from the United Kingdom.
India's oil secretary previously stated that India prefers
Russian oil shipments facilitated by non-sanctioned
companies and vessels, though enforcement remains
pragmatic.

In a recent development, Indian port authorities
denied entry to an aging oil tanker carrying Russian
crude, citing documentation irregularities. [Reuters]

Chinese firms, multinationals accelerate
shift to Indian exporters and
manufacturers

(rt/lm) Amid escalating U.S.-China trade tensions, both
Chinese firms and multinational corporations like
Apple are increasingly turning to India to secure their
supply chains and maintain access to the U.S. market.

At the China Import and Export Fair, commonly known
as the Canton Fair, Indian exporters reported a surge
in interest from China-based firms seeking
partnerships. Under the proposed arrangements,
Indian companies would export goods to the United
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States either under co-branding agreements or on
behalf of Chinese firms, with commissions negotiated
between the parties. Indian goods currently face only a
10 percent U.S. tariff—set to rise to 26 percent in July—
compared to 145 percent levies on Chinese exports.

The surge in Indian export interest comes as India’s
government advances negotiations with the United
States on a bilateral trade agreement, which leaders
aim to finalize by fall 2025. U.S. Vice President JD
Vance, during a visit to India, emphasized a new era of
collaboration to strengthen bilateral trade ties.
[Bangkok Post]

At the same time, Apple is accelerating its plans to shift
the majority of iPhone production destined for the U.S.
market from China to India by the end of 2026.
Currently, about 80 percent of iPhones sold in the
United States are manufactured in China.

Urgent discussions are underway between Apple and
its key manufacturing partners, Foxconn and Tata, to
expedite the relocation. Both companies already
operate three factories each in India, with two
additional sites under construction. In March, Apple
significantly boosted exports from India, shipping
approximately 600 tons of iPhones valued at USD 2
billion to the United States. Foxconn alone accounted
for about USD 1.3 billion of those shipments.

Despite manufacturing costs in India being estimated
at 5 to 10 percent higher than in China, Apple is willing
to absorb the additional expenses to avoid the much
steeper U.S. tariffs on Chinese-made goods. [Reuters]

EU GSP+ monitoring mission to assess
compliance during ongoing Sri Lanka visit

(Im) A European Union (EU) GSP+ Monitoring Mission
arrived in Sri Lanka on April 28 for a visit lasting until
May 7 to evaluate the country's adherence to
conditions tied to the Generalised Scheme of
Preferences Plus (GSP+) trade concessions. The
mission forms part of the EU’s regular biannual
monitoring process, to which Sri Lanka has committed
in order to retain its GSP+ privileges.

During the visit, EU representatives will meet a broad
range of stakeholders, including government officials,
state institutions, politicians, civil society organizations,
business associations, and trade unions. The
delegation will also conduct site visits to assess Sri
Lanka's implementation of the 27 international
conventions covering human rights, labor rights,
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environmental protection, climate change, and good
governance—areas that form the foundation for GSP+
eligibility.

Sri Lanka is one of only eight low- or lower-middle-
income countries currently benefiting from GSP+, a
special incentive arrangement designed to promote
sustainable development and good governance
through trade preferences.

The European Union, comprising 27 Member States
with a consumer market of 450 million people, remains
Sri Lanka's second-largest export destination. In 2024,
Sri Lankan exports to the EU totaled EUR 2.7 billion
(USD 2.9 billion), with around 85 percent of these
goods enjoying duty-free access under the GSP+
arrangement. [Daily Mirror] [The Island Online]

Pakistan calls for faster payouts from
global climate loss and damage fund

(Im) Pakistan’s Finance Minister Muhammad
Aurangzeb urged the international community to
ensure faster and simpler disbursements from the
Fund for Responding to Loss and Damage (FRLD), a
global mechanism set up to help vulnerable countries
address climate-related impacts. Speaking at a high-
level dialogue on the sidelines of the World Bank and
International Monetary Fund's Spring Meetings in
Washington, Aurangzeb emphasized that simplicity
and agility must guide the fund's operations, unlike the
slow and complex procedures often associated with
existing climate finance mechanisms.

The FRLD was created at the COP27 summit in 2022
and officially operationalized by 198 countries to assist
developing and least developed countries in coping
with extreme weather events and long-term climate
crises, such as sea-level rise and droughts. Aurangzeb
highlighted the need for prompt disbursements while
maintaining the integrity of the process with adequate
checks and balances.

Aurangzeb described climate change as an "existential
threat" to Pakistan and similar nations. He stressed
Pakistan's strong support for the establishment of the
fund, noting that the country has faced increasingly
severe climate challenges, including glacial melting,
droughts, cyclones, and devastating floods. In 2022,
record monsoon rains triggered catastrophic floods
that killed over 1,700 people, affected 30 million
others, and caused more than USD 30 billion in
economic losses. [Arab News]
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First high-level EU-Pakistan Business
Forum to be held in May

(sn) The European Union (EU) has announced that the
first high-level EU-Pakistan Business Forum (EU-PKBF)
will be held in May. This forum will offer Pakistan the
opportunity to strengthen its economic and business
ties while unlocking investment and trade
opportunities.

The channel is a significant initiative for Pakistan, with
all active EU businesses in Pakistan gaining the
opportunity to “channel their collective voice.” The
forum will also include business-to-government
sessions with government officials and business-to-
business opportunities.

THE EU-PKBF will be held under the EU's GSP+ trade
scheme, which has allowed Pakistani businesses to
increase their exports to the EU by 108 percent since
2014. Considering this success, the EU unanimously
extended the program until 2027, which aims to
leverage USD 342.1 billion in investment for developing
nations. In addition to the EU-PKBF launch, the EU
announced that the official launch of the EU-Pakistan
Business Network would occur simultaneously, though
no additional insight was provided.

The forum will be attended by Pakistan’s senior
policymakers and government officials, including Prime
Minister Shehbaz Sharif and the ministers of
commerce and finance. Several sectors are expected to
be displayed, including textiles and apparel,
pharmaceuticals and health care equipment,
agriculture and agri-business, and renewable energy.
[Arab News]

Pakistan seeks ADB credit guarantee for
upcoming yuan-denominated Panda bond

(Im) Pakistan has requested the Asian Development
Bank (ADB) to provide a partial credit guarantee for its
planned issuance of yuan-denominated Panda bonds,
Chinese renminbi (yuan)-denominated bonds issued
by foreign entities in China's domestic market to raise
capital from Chinese investors.

The move comes as Pakistan prepares to enter the
Chinese capital markets in June 2025 to raise
approximately USD 200 million, down from an earlier
USD 300 million target. The request was made during a
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meeting between Finance Minister Muhammad
Aurangzeb and ADB President Masato Kanda in
Washington D.C., where they also discussed Pakistan’s
upcoming Country Partnership Strategy 2026-2030
and additional budgetary support.

The planned bond issuance follows upgrades in
Pakistan's sovereign credit ratings by major agencies,
including Fitch, which recently upgraded the country's
rating from 'CCC+' to 'B-". Islamabad is being advised by
China International Capital Corporation for the Panda
bond launch.

The finance minister also expressed optimism about
securing budgetary support from ADB this year and
confirmed Pakistan’s participation in the CAREC
(Central Asia Regional Economic Cooperation Program)
meeting scheduled for November 2025. [Arab News]

Seychellois President Ramkalawan
advocates for food security collaboration
at 10C Summit

(db) At the opening of the fifth Indian Ocean
Commission (I0C) Heads of State and Government
Summit in Antananarivo, Madagascar, on April 24,
2025, President Wavel Ramkalawan emphasized the
need for greater regional cooperation to secure food
resources across the Indian Ocean region. This year’s
summit focused on strengthening food security and
sovereignty to foster the growth of the Indian Ocean
economic area.

The summit, co-chaired by Madagascar's President
Andry Rajoelina and the current I0C chair President
Assoumani Azali of Comoros, was officially launched
with the participation of other heads of state and
government from I0C member states.

In his address, President Ramkalawan thanked
Madagascar for hosting the summit and highlighted
the longstanding relationship between Seychelles and
Madagascar. He noted their joint efforts to strengthen
regional unity and their shared commitment to
addressing the region’s food security challenges.

Ramkalawan pointed out that the region’s heavy
reliance on food imports exposes it to logistical
difficulties, where transportation costs make up a
substantial portion of food prices. He emphasized the
importance of leveraging the agricultural potential of
the region, particularly Madagascar's significant arable
land, which could help address these challenges.



The President also reiterated Seychelles’ commitment
to developing an economic model that caters to the
specific needs of small island developing states. This
model, he suggested, should be built on an integrated
and sustainable blue economy framework, which
includes maritime safety, ocean governance, scientific
knowledge, and marine environmental protection.

Ramkalawan called for collective efforts among 10C
member states to transform the Indian Ocean region
into a more unified, resilient, and self-sufficient
community. He expressed hope that the summit would
result in concrete and lasting commitments toward a
more cooperative and prosperous future for the Indian
Ocean region. [Office of the President of the Republic
of Seychelles]

Brunei strengthens commitment to EU-
ASEAN cooperation

(ga) Brunei's Speaker of the Legislative Council Awang
Abdul Rahman received a courtesy call from Minister-
Counsellor of Parliamentary Affairs at the European
Union Delegation to ASEAN Antoine Ripoll to reaffirm
the commitment to strengthening EU-ASEAN
cooperation.

The discussion, held at the Legislative Council building,
emphasized enhancing people-to-people engagement,
particularly through expanding opportunities for
youth. Both parties expressed confidence that ongoing
collaboration would contribute to regional prosperity.
[Borneo Bulletin]

Indonesia emphasizes Al governance
cooperation, trade diversification at the
BRICS forums

(mo) On April 25, at the BRICS Labor and Employment
Ministers' Meeting in Brasilia, Indonesian Manpower
Minister Yassierli called for collaborative, people-
centered governance of artificial intelligence (Al). He
shared Indonesia’s view of Al as an important
technological driver of productivity and development,
rather than a threat, and stressed the need for
inclusive dialogue to maximize Al's benefits while
minimizing its risks. Indonesia also encouraged other
BRICS members to strengthen multilateral
collaboration on digital skills, Al governance, and
innovation, based on the core values of fairness and
sustainability. [The Intel Drop]
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On the same day, during a virtual press conference,
Coordinating Minister for Economic Affairs Airlangga
Hartarto announced Indonesia’s strategy to diversify
its export markets toward BRICS members and
Comprehensive and Progressive Agreement for Trans-
Pacific Partnership (CPTPP) countries to mitigate the
impact of U.S. tariffs on Indonesian exports.

Airlangga emphasized that Indonesia’s accession to
BRICS, its CPTPP membership bid, and the ongoing
Indonesia-European Union Comprehensive Economic
Partnership Agreement (IEU-CEPA) negotiations are
crucial for expanding market access to regions such as
Europe and Latin America, thereby reducing
dependency on the American market.

Meanwhile, at multilateral economic forums, Indonesia
also expressed its opposition to trade wars and tariff
impositions, advocating for fair and equitable trade.
[Antara]

Direct cross-border transport route
connecting Laos, China, Cambodia
launched

(dqgl) A new direct cross-border transport route linking
Laos, China, and Cambodia was officially launched on
April 27 to improve regional transportation efficiency.
The route, part of the Greater Mekong Subregion
(GMS) Cross-Border Transport Facilitation Agreement,
begins in Kunming, China, passes through Vientiane,
Laos, and ends in Phnom Penh, Cambodia.

Utilizing smart logistics and a “one container to the
end” model, the system eliminates the need for cargo
transfers or unpacking during transit. This innovation
is expected to cut travel time from 13 days to 6-8 days
—a 40 percent efficiency gain—while also reducing the
risk of cargo damage.

China’s Yunnan Department of Transport plans to
further expand the cross-border logistics network and
develop additional international routes to strengthen
supply chain cooperation and promote high-quality
economic growth across the GMS region. [The Laotian
Times]

Laos reaffirms regional cooperation and
climate commitment at UN ESCAP session
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(tas) At the 81st session of the United Nations
Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the
Pacific (ESCAP) held in Bangkok from April 21-25, Laos’
Deputy Minister of Foreign Affairs, Maithong
Thammavongsa, reaffirmed the country's dedication to
strengthening regional cooperation and accelerating
climate action.

He also highlighted the country's social and
environmental strategies, including its National Social
Protection Strategy 2025 and its climate and green
growth frameworks. [The Laotian Times]

Malaysia re-elected to UNESCAP governing
councils for CSAM and SIAP

(ga) Malaysia has been re-elected to the Governing
Councils of the Centre for Sustainable Agricultural
Mechanization (CSAM) for the 2025-2028 term and the
Statistical Institute for Asia and the Pacific (SIAP) for the
2025-2027 term under the United Nations Economic
and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific
(UNESCAP). The elections took place during UNESCAP's
81st Session on April 22, 2025, in Bangkok.

Represented by the Malaysian Agricultural Research
and Development Institute (MARDI), Malaysia will
continue contributing to CSAM, focusing on
sustainable agricultural mechanization.
Simultaneously, the Department of Statistics Malaysia
(DOSM) will represent the country in the SIAP,
supporting statistical capacity building across the Asia-
Pacific region. [Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Malaysia]

Malaysia's re-election, along with China, India,
Mongolia, the Philippines, the Republic of Korea,
Thailand, and Pakistan, reflects its ongoing role in
strengthening regional collaboration in agriculture and
statistics. Malaysia's participation is aligned with its
2025 ASEAN Chairmanship theme, "Inclusivity and
Sustainability," and supports efforts toward the
Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). [Bernama]

Five Power Defence Arrangement forces
complete Bersama Shield Exercise in
South China Sea

(ga) The Five Power Defence Arrangements (FPDA),
involving Australia, Malaysia, New Zealand, Singapore,
and the United Kingdom, conducted Exercise Bersama
Shield 25 in the South China Sea to enhance regional
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security cooperation. Over 16 days, land, air, and naval
forces coordinated joint defence operations focused
on responding to a simulated invasion of Malaysia’'s
Tioman island group.

The exercise scenario involved a simulated response to
an invasion of the Tioman island group, with planning
phases conducted at RMAF Butterworth and Kuantan
naval base. Activities included air defence operations,
boarding procedures, maritime surveillance, and
gunnery exercises, supported by UK's 148 Battery, 29
Commando Royal Artillery.

Air assets from Malaysia and Singapore, including CN-
235-220M, Sukhoi Su-30MKM, Hawks, and F-15 and F-
16 fighter jets, supported the drills. HMS Spey's air
safety cell personnel coordinated strike and air
defence operations with counterparts from HMAS
Sydney.

HMS Spey and sister ship HMS Tamar of the UK will
continue Royal Navy operations in the Indo-Pacific
ahead of the arrival of the UK Carrier Strike Group led
by HMS Prince of Wales. [Royal Navy UK]

Malaysia elected as new host for AFPPD
Secretariat

(ga) Malaysia has been elected as the new host country
for the Asian Forum of Parliamentarians on Population
and Development (AFPPD) Secretariat, following a
unanimous decision at the 15th AFPPD General
Assembly held in Kuala Lumpur on April 27. Led by
Chair of AFPPD Malaysia and Works Minister Alexander
Nanta Linggi, Malaysia's successful bid will see the
Secretariat relocated from Japan to Kuala Lumpur for a
five-year term.

The Secretariat will support regional parliamentarians
by coordinating programs, research, and capacity-
building initiatives on population and development
issues.

Malaysia's Ipoh Timor Member of Parliament (MP)
Howard Lee has been nominated to lead the
Secretariat, with leadership also comprising a
chairperson from Japan and vice chairpersons from
New Zealand, Cambodia, China, India, and Kyrgyzstan.
Additionally, Malaysia's Parit Sulong MP Dr. Noraini
Ahmad has been appointed as Chairperson of the
Standing Committee for Gender Equality and Women's
Empowerment.
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The AFPPD, established in 1981, consists of 30 national
committees working to promote parliamentary
engagement on population and development matters
across Asia and the Pacific. [The Star]

International Energy Agency provides
support in exploring nuclear energy use

(tl) The Paris-based International Energy Agency (IEA)
has agreed to assist Malaysia in exploring the potential
use of nuclear energy, as part of the country’s efforts
to secure a stable and sustainable energy supply.
Deputy Prime Minister Fadillah Yusof discussed this
during his meeting with IEA executive director Fatih
Birol at the IEA's Summit of the Future of Energy
Security, held on April 24-25 in London. [IEA]

Fadillah emphasized the need for IEA’s technical
guidance in developing policies related to nuclear
energy, which Malaysia views as a clean and secure
option for the future. He also outlined Malaysia’s
commitment to increasing renewable energy capacity
to 70 percent by 2050, while highlighting the
importance of regional energy cooperation within
ASEAN to strengthen energy security. [Malay Mail 1]

Established in 1974 as an intergovernmental
organization in the wake of the 1973 oil crisis, the IEA
operates under the framework of the Organisation for
Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD) to
help coordinate a collective response to major
disruptions in the supply of oil.

Meanwhile, Prime Minister Anwar lbrahim has
reaffirmed Malaysia's pledge to cut carbon intensity by
45 percent by 2030 and reach net-zero emissions by
2050. He highlighted the country’s climate strategy,
which includes the updated National Climate Change
Policy (DPIN 2.0), the National Energy Transition
Roadmap (NETR), and a planned carbon tax starting in
2026, and emphasized the need for fair climate
financing for developing nations.

Anwar made these statements during a virtual, close-
door meeting held on April 23 and chaired by the UN
Secretary-General Antonio Guterres and Brazilian
President Luiz Inacio Lula da Silva. [Malay Mail 2]
[United Nations]

Malaysia signs trilateral cooperation
agreement to boost creative industry in
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ASEAN

(ga/tl) The Malaysian Design Council (MRM) has signed
a trilateral cooperation agreement with the ASEAN-
Japan Centre (AJC) and the Japan Institute of Design
Promotion (JDP) to enhance design excellence across
Malaysia, Japan, and the ASEAN region. The
agreement, formalized through a Letter of Intent at the
ASEAN Hall in Tokyo, aims to strengthen design
education, innovation, and exhibition efforts. It also
fosters creative exchanges and economic
opportunities.

The MRM has invited AJC and JDP to partner for the KL
Design Summit 2025 - ASEAN Edition, to be held in
December in Kuala Lumpur. Supported by the Ministry
of Investment, Trade and Industry, the summit will
focus on industrial design, fashion, and multimedia,
and is aligned with Malaysia's ASEAN Chairmanship for
2025. [Bernamal]

EU renews sanctions against Myanmar

(dqgl) The European Union has renewed its sanctions
for another year against Myanmar’s junta leader Min
Aung Hlaing, other top generals, and regime-linked
institutions. These measures, in place since the 2021
military coup, now target 106 individuals and 22
entities. [European Council]

The EU Council announced the renewal on April 25,
citing Myanmar's continued democratic backsliding
and serious human rights violations. The sanctions
include asset freezes, travel bans, and prohibitions on
financial transactions involving the listed individuals
and entities. Additionally, the EU maintains an arms
embargo, bans the sale of equipment for internal
repression, and prohibits military training and
cooperation with Myanmar's armed forces.

The EU reaffirmed its strong condemnation of the
military’s actions since the February 2021 coup and
called for an end to violence and the release of
arbitrarily detained prisoners. It also signaled the
possibility of further sanctions and expressed solidarity
with the Myanmar people in their pursuit of
democracy, human rights, accountability, and peace.

Individuals targeted include junta leader Min Aung
Hlaing and other members of the State Administration
Council; ministers, deputy ministers, and senior
military officers; members of the judiciary,
businessmen supporting the regime, Union Election
Commission members, regional officials, and
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individuals involved in scam operations. Sanctioned
entities include the State Administration Council,
military-controlled state and private companies,
defense ministry departments, armed forces, police,
and border guard police. [The Irrawaddy]

Philippines hosts Middle-income Dialogue
with 28 likeminded countries

(jm) The Philippines hosted a high-level conference of
middle-income countries (MICs) on April 28-29 in
Makati, Metro Manila’s financial hub. The event
brought together over 200 delegates from 18 countries
and representatives from the private sector to
strengthen South-South dialogue on sustainable
development and address shared challenges among
middle-income economies.

The official talks led to the adoption of the
Makati/Manila Declaration, a five-year roadmap (2025-
2030) aimed at tackling inequality, climate action, and
access to digital technologies. Delegates from ASEAN
member states, including Indonesia, Malaysia, and
Thailand, attended alongside key UN developmental
agencies, such as the United Nations Economic and
Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific (UNESCAP).
The Philippines is set to succeed Morocco as the chair
of the UN dialogue of the Like-Minded Group of
Middle-Income Countries (LMG-MICs). These efforts
align with domestic goals outlined in the Philippine
Development Plan (PDP) 2023-2028 and the 8-Point
Socioeconomic Agenda of the Marcos administration.
[Philippine News Agency] [Department of Foreign
Affairs, Philippines]

Ahead of the event, Philippine Foreign Affairs Secretary
Enrique Manalo called for a reassessment of outdated
models and metrics used to evaluate national
economies, suggesting the need for a redesign to
better reflect the socio-economic realities of middle-
income countries. The National Economic and
Development Authority (NEDA) forecasts that the
Philippines will officially graduate into upper-middle-
income status by 2026. However, the World Bank has
revised its estimate, pushing the transition to 2027. In
preparation, the House of Representatives hosted
discussions on policies to achieve sustained progress
in the workforce and human capital to avoid the
“middle-income trap.” [Congress.Gov] [Inquirer.net]
[Rappler]
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Thai Prime Minister calls for unified
ASEAN response to U.S. tariffs

(acs/Im) Thailand is pushing for a coordinated ASEAN
response to the United States' reciprocal tariff
measures, while simultaneously accelerating regional
trade cooperation to shield Southeast Asia from global
economic shocks. Prime Minister Paetongtarn
Shinawatra made the proposal during her official visit
to Cambodia, where she met with Cambodian Prime
Minister Hun Manet and urged ASEAN leaders to
consolidate their strengths to improve collective
bargaining power in trade negotiations with the United
States.

Speaking on April 25, Paetongtarn highlighted the risk
posed by recent tariff hikes from Washington and the
need for ASEAN to present a unified front. She
emphasized that forming a joint framework for trade
cooperation could enable member states to “survive
together” and avoid being treated unequally in global
trade dynamics. Her remarks come after the U.S.
delayed enforcement of the tariffs by 90 days, giving
countries space to negotiate—an opportunity Thailand
is using to reassess its negotiation strategy. [Bangkok
Post 1]

Thailand has postponed a planned round of trade talks
with the U.S. while considering its position on
requested concessions. These may involve increasing
imports of U.S. goods such as energy, aircraft, and
agricultural products, or lowering select import duties.
Thailand's trade surplus with the United States stood
at USD 45.6 billion in 2024. Paetongtarn said the Thai
delegation, led by Deputy Prime Minister and Finance
Minister Pichai Chunhavajira, will reschedule the
meeting once key domestic evaluations are completed.

Parallel to these high-level discussions, Thailand's
Trade Representative Umesh Pandey met with ASEAN
Secretary-General Kao Kim Hourn at the ASEAN
Secretariat in Jakarta to reinforce economic unity
across the region. The two leaders emphasized the
need to raise intra-ASEAN trade from 21.5 percent to
35 percent by dismantling non-tariff barriers and fast-
tracking both bilateral and multilateral Free Trade
Agreements (FTAs). They also discussed the
importance of expanding ASEAN's external
partnerships, notably with the Gulf Cooperation
Council (GCQ), to secure broader economic resilience.

The trade talks included a call to establish a more
inclusive and rules-based multilateral trading system
and to ensure ASEAN's engagement across all three of
its pillars: political-security, economic, and socio-
cultural. Umesh and Kao agreed that ASEAN must
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strengthen internal trade and develop a unified
external strategy in the face of increasing global trade
disruptions. [Royal Thai Government] [Bangkok Post 2]

Thailand to join Australia’'s Exercise
Talisman Sabre in mid-july

(msz) Speaking at an Anzac Day commemorative
service on April 25, Admiral David Johnston, chief of
the Australian Defense Force, announced that Thailand
will join 18 other countries Exercise Talisman Sabre
2025. This large-scale military exercise, involving over
30,000 personnel from 19 nations, will be conducted
across Australia in July 2025. At the solemn dawn
service, tribute was paid to Anzac soldiers lost in all
wars, especially remembering the POWs who died
building the Thai-Burma Railway under Japanese forces
at Hellfire Pass.

The other 18 participating nations are Canada, Fiji,
France, Germany, India, Indonesia, Japan, the
Netherlands, New Zealand, Norway, Papua New
Guinea, the Philippines, South Korea, Singapore,
Tonga, and the UK with Brunei, Malaysia, and Vietnam
as observers.

Now approaching its 11th iteration, Talisman Sabre is
the principal combined training exercise for the
Australian Defence Force and the US military, serving
as a key demonstration of their strategic alliance. The
2025 edition will emphasize multi-domain operations
—encompassing land, air, sea, space, and cyber—with
activities such as amphibious landings, airborne
insertions, and joint combat training. [Bangkok Post]

Canada launches anti-dumping
investigation into carbon, alloy steel wire
imports from multiple countries

(Im) The Canada Border Services Agency (CBSA) has
initiated an anti-dumping investigation into imports of
certain carbon and alloy steel wire from a group of
countries that includes China, Taiwan, India, Italy,
Malaysia, Portugal, Spain, Thailand, Turkiye, and
Vietnam. The announcement was made on April 22.

The complaint was filed by Canadian producers Sivaco
Wire Group 2004, L.P. and ArcelorMittal Long Products
Canada G.P., who allege that dumped imports from the
listed countries have caused material injury through
price undercutting, price depression, lost sales, market
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share erosion, lower profitability, reduced net income,
decreased capacity utilization, challenges in raising
investment capital, and reduced employment.

Alongside the CBSA's investigation into whether the
imports are being sold in Canada at unfair prices, the
Canadian International Trade Tribunal (CITT) is
conducting a parallel injury inquiry. The CITT is
expected to issue its preliminary determination on
whether Canadian producers have suffered injury by
June 20. A preliminary determination from the CBSA on
dumping practices is anticipated by July 21.

Should the CITT find no injury, the investigation will be
terminated. However, if provisional duties are
imposed, they could affect imports from all the
countries involved equally.

As part of the investigation process, the CBSA has
issued Requests for Information (RFIs) to selected
exporters from all named countries, seeking detailed
data on sales, pricing structures, costs, and profitability
during the investigation period from January 1, 2024,
to December 31, 2024. [Viet Nam News] [Government
of Canada]

Vietnam and EU strengthen partnership
for sustainable development and
strategic cooperation

(hn) On April 24, EU Ambassador to Vietnam Julien
Guerrier met with Party General Secretary To Lam in
Hanoi, highlighting the growing importance of the
Vietnam-EU relationship in the Asia-Pacific region.
Ambassador Guerrier emphasized that the EU views
Vietnam as a trusted and prioritized partner in the
region, underscoring the positive trajectory of bilateral
relations, which have expanded across various sectors
since diplomatic ties were established 35 years ago.

General Secretary Lam acknowledged the EU as a
significant partner in Vietnam's foreign policy. He
expressed confidence that bilateral relations would
continue to develop, particularly through increased
cooperation, political trust, and strategic dialogue. Lam
proposed a roadmap for advancing these relations,
with a focus on high-quality, mutually beneficial
cooperation. He emphasized the role of the EU-
Vietnam Free Trade Agreement (EVFTA) as a key driver
for expanding trade and investment.

Lam welcomed the EU's interest in collaborating on key
issues such as the green transition, digital
transformation, sustainable development, and
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renewable energy. He also proposed expanding
cooperation in education, training, and facilitating visa
issuance for citizens.

Both sides agreed on the importance of peace and
stability in regional and global contexts, with a specific
focus on the South China Sea. They emphasized the
need for continued cooperation within the ASEAN-EU
framework to safeguard peace in the region.

Ambassador Guerrier expressed the EU’s support for
Vietnam'’s development goals, particularly its target of
net-zero carbon emissions by 2050. He also highlighted
the EU's interest in further deepening collaboration
with Vietnam in sectors like infrastructure, transport,
aviation, and the green transition, all while maintaining
the stability of global trade and supply chains. [Viet
Nam News]

China signals closer cooperation with
Bangladesh amid global trade tensions

(Im) Chinese Ambassador to Bangladesh Yao Wen has
expressed Beijing's readiness to work with Dhaka and
other nations to promote economic globalization
based on openness, inclusiveness, and mutual benefit.
His remarks came during the inauguration of
government training programs at the Chinese Embassy
in Dhaka.

Yao sharply criticized recent U.S. tariffs on trade
partners including China and Bangladesh, arguing that
such measures violate World Trade Organization
(WTO) rules and undermine the multilateral trading
system. He described protectionism as a “dead end”
and reiterated China’s opposition to unilateral tariff
actions, warning that trade wars produce no winners.

Highlighting the recent visit of Chief Adviser
Muhammad Yunus to China and his meeting with
President Xi Jinping, the ambassador said the
engagement had ushered in a new phase in China-
Bangladesh relations, deepening the Comprehensive
Strategic Cooperative Partnership and boosting high-
quality Belt and Road cooperation. According to Yao,
there is a broad consensus in Bangladeshi society that
China is a reliable and trusted development partner.

Yao also reaffirmed China’s commitment to major
infrastructure and development projects in
Bangladesh, including accelerated construction of the
Mongla Port Project and the Chinese Economic and
Industrial Zone in Chittagong. China has also
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expressed willingness to participate in the Teesta River
Comprehensive Management and Restoration Project.

Other pledges included expanded access for
Bangladeshi patients to Chinese medical facilities,
additional scholarship opportunities, and greater
facilitation of educational, business, and cultural
exchanges.

To mark 50 years of diplomatic ties, China will organize
23 bilateral and 30 multilateral training seminars for
more than 500 Bangladeshi participants this year.
These will cover areas such as smart governance, new
energy, finance, transport, agriculture, tourism, and
education. [The Daily Star 1]

In related updated, a delegation from the National
Citizen Party (NCP) of Bangladesh, a party that was
founded earlier this year by two key institutions behind
the student-led mass protests that resulted in ex-
Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina's ouster, met with a
delegation from the International Department of the
Central Committee of the Communist Party of China
(IDCPC) on April 25. The discussions centered on
current political developments in Bangladesh, the
NCP's vision for reform, regional and global
geopolitical dynamics, and the potential for future
cooperation. [The Daily Star 2]

Bhutan-Thailand ties deepen with historic
royal visit, record trade, and new
economic partnership

(Im) Thailand's King Maha Vajiralongkorn and Queen
Suthida recently concluded their first official state visit
to Bhutan from April 25 to 28, marking a significant
milestone in Thailand-Bhutan relations. This visit was
the first overseas trip by King Maha Vajiralongkorn
since ascending the throne in 2016.

The visit coincided with major developments in
Bhutan-Thailand cooperation, notably the signing of a
Free Trade Agreement (FTA) on April 3 during the 6th
BIMSTEC Summit in Bangkok. This agreement aims to
boost bilateral trade from USD 13 million last year to
USD 120 million. Thailand is currently Bhutan's third-
largest import source, and imports from Thailand
reached BTN 2.67 billion (USD 32.04 million) in 2024.
Exports to Thailand, including cordyceps and
mushrooms, rose sharply to BTN 84 million (USD 1.01
million). [Kuensel 1]

Thailand has also become Bhutan's top agricultural
export market outside of India and Bangladesh,
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importing BTN 83.21 million (USD 1 million) in 2024.
The FTA is expected to reduce tariffs, improve market
access, and open up new logistics routes, particularly
through Gelephu Airport, which supports Bhutan's
Gelephu Mindfulness City (GMC). A Thai company is
part of the GMC's initial consulting team, and Thailand
sees significant potential in agro-industry and food
processing collaborations with Bhutan. [Kuensel 2]
[Kuensel 3]

In addition to economic partnerships, tourism and
cultural exchange between the two countries have
flourished. Bhutan is becoming an increasingly popular
destination for Thai tourists, while Thailand remains a
popular choice for Bhutanese families. The "Amazing
Thailand Festival" in Thimphu showcased mutual
cultural appreciation through various activities,
including Thai cuisine, crafts, film screenings, and
Muay Thai demonstrations. [Kuensel 1]

Brunei and Malaysia’s Johor Islamic
authorities strengthen educational
cooperation

(ga) Brunei's Ministry of Religious Affairs (MoRA) hosted
a three-day official visit from the Malaysia’s state of
Johor Islamic Religious Department, led by Johor
Islamic Religious Council Advisor Nooh Gadot. The
delegation met with senior MoRA officials, including
Minister of Religious Affairs Awang Badaruddin, and
paid a courtesy call on Permanent Secretary
Mohammad Rosli Ibrahim.

During the visit, the delegation toured local Islamic
school in Tutong District to observe teaching methods,
particularly support for students with special needs.
The visit aimed to deepen understanding of Brunei's
Islamic religious education system and explore
opportunities for enhanced cooperation, particularly
regarding the Compulsory Religious Education Order.
[Borneo Bulletin]

Almost 100 Cambodian trafficking victims
return from China this year

(sal) Since the start of the year, Chinese authorities
have sent back 98 Cambodian human trafficking
victims, nearly all of whom—97—were women and
girls, across 42 separate cases.
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A statement released on April 22 by Cambodia’s
General Department of Immigration (GDI) noted that
59 of these individuals have returned to their homes,
while 37 are currently under the care of the
Department of Victim Protection and Juvenile
Protection, part of the Ministry of Social Affairs,
Veterans and Youth Rehabilitation. Two others were
handed over to the provincial Department of Social
Affairs in Svay Rieng.

The statement also addressed and denied recent social
media rumors claiming that immigration officials at
Phnom Penh International Airport were stopping
Cambodian women—especially those planning to
marry Chinese men or seek jobs abroad—from leaving
the country.

During the same period, 107 individuals, mostly
women, were stopped at border checkpoints in 52
suspected trafficking cases. Most were Cambodian
citizens, with many referred for further investigation.
[The Phnom Penh Post]

National Bank of Cambodia signs MoU on
cross-border QR code payments with
Japan

(sal) The National Bank of Cambodia (NBC) and the
Payments Japan Association (PJA) have signed an MoU
to develop cross-border QR code payments between
Cambodia’'s KHQR (Khmer QR Code) and Japan’'s JPQR
(Japan QR Code) systems. The partnership aims to
simplify and speed up transactions between the two
countries.

The initiative is expected to boost the digital payment
ecosystem, enhance security, and promote tourism
and trade by reducing the need for currency exchange.
It builds on a broader cooperation framework signed
in December 2023 between NBC and Japan’s Ministry
of Economy, Trade, and Industry (METI), under the
leadership of Prime Ministers Hun Manet and Fumio
Kishida.

The NBC has already launched similar cross-border
payment projects with Thailand, Laos, Malaysia,
Vietnam, and China. [The Phnom Penh Post]

Cambodia, Malaysia to deepen judicial
cooperation
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(dql) During an official visit to Cambodia from April 24
to 26, Malaysian Chief Justice Tengku Maimun Tuan
Mat reaffirmed her commitment to strengthening
bilateral judicial cooperation with Cambodia. In a
meeting with Cambodian Supreme Court President
Chiv Keng, the two leaders discussed judicial
transparency, national security, public trust, and the
digitisation of the judiciary. Cambodia expressed
interest in sending judges and technical staff to
Malaysia to learn from its digital transformation, a
proposal welcomed by Malaysia’'s Chief Justice.

Both sides agreed to enhance capacity building and
the exchange of best practices. Tengku Maimun also
met with Cambodia’s ASEAN Law Association (ALA)
National Committee, where she reiterated support for
regional judicial cooperation and gender-inclusive legal
discourse. She commended ALA Cambodia’s backing of
the Standing Committee on Women in Law (SCWL) and
the proposed ALA Lecture Series. [Khmer Times]

Cambodia and Russia to deepen
cooperation across multiple sectors

(dgl) Cambodia and Russia have agreed to enhance
bilateral cooperation across key sectors, following the
11th Session of the Cambodia-Russia
Intergovernmental Commission on Trade, Economic,
Scientific, and Technical Cooperation, held via
videoconference on April 28.

Co-chaired by Cambodian Deputy Prime Minister and
Foreign Minister Prak Sokhonn and Russian Agriculture
Minister Oksana Lut, the session outlined a joint
course of action to strengthen ties in areas including
trade, investment, energy, industry, transport, ICT,
finance, education, culture, healthcare, and the
environment. [Xinhua]

On the same day, a detachment of the Russian Navy's
Pacific Fleet arrived at Cambodia’s Sihanoukville
Autonomous Port for a four-day port call. The group
includes two modern Project 20380 corvettes — Rezky
and Aldar Tsydenzhapov — and the sea tanker
Pechenga, carrying about 300 crew members.

The visit follows a similar one in November 2023 and
reflects a broader effort to deepen military
cooperation and foster bilateral ties, with activities
including official receptions, ship tours, and meetings
with Cambodian local and military leaders. [Khmer
Times]
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China sends a team to oversee Myanmar
ceasefire

(dh) On April 22, China's Ministry of Foreign Affairs
confirmed that China had sent a team to Myanmar to
broker a handover and monitor a ceasefire in Lashio,
an area of Myanmar near the Chinese border. China
informed that they observed a handover of the urban
regions of Lashio from the Myanmar National
Democratic Alliance Army (MNDAA), which consists of
predominantly ethnic Chinese, to Myanmar’s military,
known as the Tatmadaw. The ministry added that
China would continue to monitor the ceasefire and
push for peace via the Kunming peace talks. [Reuters]
[Ministry of Foreign Affairs, China]

Analysts have noted that China has been slowly playing
an expanding role in the Myanmar civil war since it
started in 2021. China has previously exerted pressure
on the rebels to stick to their own spheres of influence
with the hope that the nation does not descend into
chaos. [Bloomberg]

China’s role in this ceasefire arrangement is perhaps
most motivated by its desire to ensure stability in
areas close to the Myanmar-China border. Since
Myanmar's 2021 coup, China has focused on
safeguarding its strategic and economic interests while
carefully managing the country’s instability. Its key
priorities include protecting infrastructure projects like
the China-Myanmar oil and gas pipelines and the
Kyaukphyu deep-sea port, securing access to rare
earth minerals, and maintaining stability along the
Yunnan-Myanmar border. In this respect, China has
pursued a pragmatic approach via a broad
engagement strategy as they maintain relations with
the military junta, ethnic armed groups and the
National League for Democracy. [9Dashline]

Azerbaijan, China establish
comprehensive strategic partnership

(na) Chinese President Xi Jinping held talks with
Azerbaijan's President Ilham Aliyev in Beijing on April
23, where they announced the establishment of a
comprehensive strategic partnership between the two
countries. The talks took place during Aliyev's state
visit to China, which was scheduled from April 22 to
April 24. [Ministry of Foreign Affairs, China 1]

During the meeting, Xi emphasized the need for
continued strengthening of political mutual trust and
deeper practical cooperation between the nations. He
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mentioned China's support for Azerbaijan in
safeguarding its national sovereignty, independence,
and territorial integrity. Xi stated that China would
engage in security and law enforcement cooperation
with Azerbaijan to combat terrorism, extremism and
separatism. He also highlighted the need to continue
strengthening Belt and Road cooperation between the
two countries; Azerbaijan’s location makes it important
for the transportation of Chinese goods to Europe and
plays and important part in China’s Belt and Road
Initiative (see AiR No. 16, April/2025, 4).

Xi also addressed international trade tensions, stating
that "tariff and trade wars harm the legitimate rights
and interests of all countries, undermine the
multilateral trading system, and disrupt the world
economic order." He expressed China's willingness to
work with Azerbaijan to defend the international order.
[Ministry of Foreign Affairs, China 1]

Aliyev reaffirmed Azerbaijan's adherence to the one-
China principle, stating that Taiwan is an inalienable
part of China's territory. He reaffirmed his intention to
increase bilateral cooperation between the two
countries in several areas, including the Belt and Road
Initiative, green economy, and technology. [Ministry of
Foreign Affairs, Chinal]

Following the talks, Xi and Aliyev signed the Joint
Statement on the Establishment of a Comprehensive
Strategic Partnership and witnessed the signing of 20
cooperation documents. These agreements covered
areas including the Belt and Road Initiative, judicature,
green development, digital economy, intellectual
property rights, and aerospace. Among the energy
cooperation agreements, Azerbaijan signed a
Memorandum of Understanding with Chinese
companies for the development of a 2 GW offshore
wind project in the Caspian Sea, which aligns with
Azerbaijan's goal to install 7 GW of offshore wind
power by 2040. The two countries also signed a mutual
visa exemption agreement in an attempt to facilitate
cooperation and exchange. [Ministry of Foreign Affairs,
China 1] [Ministry of Foreign Affairs, China 2]
[OffshoreWIND]

These developments build upon the strategic
partnership established between the two countries in
July 2024 (see AIR No. 16, April/2025, 4). The growing
Azerbaijan-China relationship reflects Azerbaijan's
strategic positioning as a vital transit hub in the Middle
Corridor, which has gained importance as an
alternative to the Northern Corridor through Russia
because of ongoing regional instability. Azerbaijan's
strategic location and energy resources inform its
approach to foreign policy, strengthening ties with
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China while maintaining a crucial relationship with the
European Union. [Special Eurasia] [eureporter]

Rising China-Philippines tensions at Sandy
Cay amidst U.S.-Philippines military drills

(jto/lm/na/jm) Tensions between China and the
Philippines reached new heights when both countries
staged competing flag-raising events on Sandy Cay, a
disputed sandbank near Pag-asa Island in the South
China Sea, amid the ongoing U.S.-Philippines joint
military exercises. The Chinese Coast Guard, which
refers to Sandy Cay as Tiexian Reef, landed personnel
on the sandbank and raised the Chinese flag, asserting
its sovereign jurisdiction. This act was widely broadcast
by Chinese state media, reinforcing Beijing's territorial
claims. [The Guardian]

In response, the Philippine government quickly
mobilized a coordinated effort involving personnel
from the Philippine Navy, Coast Guard, and National
Police Maritime Group, who unfurled the Philippine
flag on Sandy Cay, reaffirming Manila's jurisdiction.
Rear Admiral Roy Vincent Trinidad of the Philippine
Navy dismissed China's actions as a propaganda move,
suggesting that the Chinese claim was staged, as no
Chinese personnel were present when the Philippine
teams arrived. [Rappler 1] [Rappler 2]

The China Coast Guard, for its part, reaffirmed China's
claim of "indisputable sovereignty” over Sandy Cay and
the surrounding waters, accusing the Philippines of
violating China's territorial sovereignty and the
Declaration on the Conduct of Parties in the South
China Sea, warning the Philippines to "cease its
infringements immediately." [Ministry of National
Defense, China]

It also accused six Filipino personnel of "illegally
boarding" the sandbank despite Chinese warnings,
vowing that Beijing would address the incident
"according to law." Despite the symbolic
confrontations, there are currently no indications that
China has established a permanent occupation or built
structures on Sandy Cay. [ABC News]

The tiny Sandy Cay lies close to Pag-asa Island, the
Philippines' farthest-flung inhabited outpost in the
West Philippine Sea, beyond its 200-nautical-mile
exclusive economic zone but still within Philippine
control. A permanent civilian population lives on Pag-
asa, underscoring Manila’s strategic commitment to
asserting sovereignty over the area.
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This confrontation occurred against the backdrop of
the large-scale Balikatan 2025 joint military exercises
between the United States and the Philippines, which
are currently taking place in Zambales. Over 14,000
troops from both nations are participating in the drills,
which focus on strengthening air defense capabilities.
The exercises emphasize rapid response techniques to
counter low-flying aircraft and drones, with the use of
advanced air defense systems such as the U.S. Avenger
Air Defense System and FIM-92 Stinger missiles. The
Philippine Army Northern Luzon Command (NOLCOM)
is leading the drills, which also feature 20 countries as
observers. [Reuters] [Associated Press] [PhilStar]

China has expressed strong opposition to the Balikatan
drills, accusing the Philippines of "collusion with
countries outside the region" and warning that the
exercises undermine regional stability. In the midst of
the ongoing drills, the Philippine Navy reported that
two Chinese warships, including the Shandong aircraft
carrier, sailed near the country's northern maritime
borders, an indication of rising geopolitical tensions in
the region. [The Manila Times] [Anadolu Ajansi]

Moreover, China’s PLA Navy has deployed its fast and
stealthy Type 22 missile boats for foreign warship
interception and maritime rights protection missions in
the South China Sea, according to state media. Despite
their small size, the boats' high speed, agility, and anti-
ship firepower allow them to challenge much larger
vessels. [Global Times]

China and Russia consider building a
nuclear plant on moon

(dh) China and Russia are exploring the idea of building
a nuclear power unit on the Moon to support their
joint International Lunar Research Station (ILRS).
China’s drive to become a leading space power
includes plans to land astronauts by 2030 and launch
its Chang'e-8 mission in 2028, which will lay the
groundwork for a permanent lunar base.

At a recent space cooperation forum in Shanghai, Pei
Zhaoyu, chief engineer for Chang'e-8, noted that while
large solar arrays and surface infrastructure remain
central to the lunar station’s energy strategy, a nuclear
reactor is also under serious consideration for long-
term power stability. Russia’s Roscosmos has already
signaled its intent to partner with the China National
Space Administration (CNSA) on a Moon-based reactor
by 2035, and China’s lunar program head, Wu Weiren,
praised Russia’s expertise in space nuclear technology
as a key asset.
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These plans align with broader international lunar
efforts: NASA's Artemis program aims to return U.S.
astronauts by late 2025, while China targets an initial
ILRS phase by 2035 and has launched the “555 Project”
to involve dozens of countries and thousands of
researchers. Meanwhile, Roscosmos is planning
resource surveys for minerals and water.

Analysts say that China’s backing helps Russia maintain
momentum in space exploration amid Western
sanctions, which limit Russia’s ability to import space
equipment and technology. Analysts also note that,
while the ILRS came before Russia's invasion of
Ukraine in 2022, the incentives for cooperation have
continued to grow. [Reuters]

China, Switzerland agree to expedite talks
on FTA upgrade

(dz) Swiss Foreign Minister Ignazio Cassis visited China
on April 24 for bilateral talks. The visit came as this
year marks 75 years of diplomatic relations between
the two countries.

During their meeting, Chinese Foreign Minister Wang Yi
emphasized, inter alia: mutual respect, rising above
differences and a non-discriminatory business
environment for China. The pair agreed to fast-track
talks on upgrading their free-trade agreement, launch
a China-Switzerland Year of Culture and Tourism, and
widen collaboration in science, education and
business. [Ministry of Foreign Affairs, China 8] [Federal
Department of Foreign Affairs, Switzerland]

China-U.S. trade war developments

(dh) Tariffs imposed on China stand at 145 percent,
with some exceptions, whilst tariffs on American goods
remain at 125 percent. Both sides have signaled a
willingness to make a deal and de-escalate tension, but
neither has approached the other as of yet (see AiR No.
16, April/2025, 4).

US Treasury Secretary calls U.S.-China tariff war
unsustainable, whilst Trump hints at softening position

In a closed-door investor meeting on April 22, U.S.
Treasury Secretary Scott Bessent said that he expects a
de-escalation in the ongoing tariff war between China
and the U.S. In the meeting, hosted by American bank
JPMorgan Chase, Bessent added that both sides
recognize that the current tariff situation, with the U.S.
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imposing a 145 percent tariff on Chinese goods (with
some exceptions, such as for smartphones and
laptops) and China conversely imposing a 125 percent
tariff on U.S. imports, is not sustainable. [CNBC]

Interestingly, Bessent added that negotiations to end
the deadlock on both sides are likely to be laborious
given that neither side has approached the other to
make a deal. These comments differ from U.S.
President Donald Trump'’s own remarks last week,
which signaled that officials from Beijing and
Washington had already engaged in talks as he
expressed optimism over the potential of a deal in the
coming weeks (see AiR No. 16, April/2025, 4). [SCMP]

Bessent's anticipation of an easing of tensions was
confirmed by Trump’s hinting of a U-turn on China
tariffs. During a Q&A session in the Oval Office on April
22, Trump told reporters that the 145 percent tariff on
Chinese goods will “come down substantially, but it
won't be zero.” [CNN] [Youtube]

Trump's remarks, signaling a détente between the two
largest economies in the world, coupled with those of
Bessent, have seen stock markets make some recovery
since their sharp downfall when Trump announced
sweeping tariffs. [BBC] [CNBC]

Analysts have noted that the Trump administration’s
new willingness to ease tariffs highlights China'’s
stronger position in a trade war with the U.S. Analysts
have suggested that Trump’s recent remarks show
anxiety on the part of the U.S., whilst China has not
and is in no rush to make a deal. Plunging markets and
investors' loss of confidence in the U.S. dollar have
been cited as factors contributing to the U.S.'s urgency
to recouple its economic relationship with China.

Despite this, Trump and his administration also stated
that the onus was on China to make a deal with the
U.S., and that this deal would be laid out on the terms
set by Washington, not Beijing. [SCMP 2]

Foreign Ministry calls for an end to coercion if the U.S.
wants to make a deal

On April 23, in response to Bessent's and Trump's
remarks regarding the growing possibility of a deal
between China and the US, China’s foreign ministry
urged the U.S. to stop making threats or using coercion
if it seriously wants to end the trade war.

The ministry agreed with Bessent's statement,
confirming that tariff-related negotiations between the
U.S. and China have not occurred yet. He added that
China’s “doors are open” for dialogue with the U.S.
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[China Ministry of Foreign Affairs 1] [Reuters 2] [SCMP
4]

Chinese Premier reaches out to Japan

Chinese Premier Li Qiang sent a letter on April 22 to
Japanese Prime Minister Shigeru Ishiba urging Japan to
join China in a coordinated response to U.S. tariffs and
fight against economic protectionism.

Despite Japan being one of the U.S.'s closest allies, the
Chinese Premier’s letter comes as economic relations
look to grow between China and Japan amid global
uncertainties brought about by Trump tariffs, with
meetings between China, Japan, and South Korea
earlier this month that signaled renewed trade
cooperation between the countries (see AR No. 13,
April/2025, 1 and AiR No. 15, April/2025, 3). [The
Independent]

Japan has similarly reciprocated trade interest with a
hand-delivered letter from Ishiba to Xi. Analysts note
that Trump's tariffs may have accelerated the
possibility of a trilateral free trade agreement between
China, Japan, and South Korea. [Financial Review]

Wang Yi calls for European solidarity against U.S. tariffs,
whilst President Xi condemns tariffs

Meanwhile, China’s Foreign Minister, Wang Yi, has
called European countries to join Beijing in taking a
stand against Trump's tariffs to defend the multilateral
trading system. Wang urged both the UK and the
European Union (EU) to uphold a fair international
order in light of the U.S.'s weaponization of tariffs.

In two separate calls on April 22, Wang spoke to the
UK's Foreign Minister, David Lammy, and Austrian
Foreign Minister Beate Meinl-Reisinger. During his call
with Meinl-Reisinger, Wang noted that the “United
States has been arbitrarily imposing tariffs on other
countries, severely undermining international trade
rules and order, and these actions are classic acts of
unilateralism, protectionism and economic bullying.”
[China Ministry of Foreign Affairs 2]

In his called with Lammy, Wang also reiterated the
need to uphold the international trade order to avoid a
return to the “law of the jungle” in diplomacy. Both
sides, according to the Chinese ministry, signaled a
willingness to further economic cooperation. [China
Ministry of Foreign Affairs 3]

These calls followed the Commerce Ministry's warnings
the previous day that countries appeasing the U.S. and
making deals at the expense of Beijing will face
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countermeasures (see AiR No. 16, April/2025, 4). Given
the 145 percent duty levied on Chinese imports in the
U.S., China has looked to strengthen its economic
relations with the EU.

Similarly, the previous week, Chinese President Xi
Jinping, in a meeting with the Spanish President Pedro
Sanchez, urged the EU to support China in opposing
trade bullying. He also called for stronger China-EU
relations and greater cooperation (see AiR No. 15,
April/2025, 3). [Reuters 11 [SCMP 3]

During his meeting with Azerbaijani President Ilham
Aliyev on April 23 (see article in this edition), Xi spoke
out against U.S. tariffs, stating that trade wars
“undermine the legitimate rights and interests of all
countries, hurt the multilateral trading system, and
impact the world economic order,” as reported by the
Chinese state news agency, Xinhua. Xi further stated
that China is willing to protect the international trade
system. [Xinhua] [Al Jazeera]

Commerce Ministry holds meeting with foreign countries

On April 24, China's Commerce Ministry held a meeting
with over 80 foreign companies. The talks are believed
to have focused on the impact U.S. tariffs will have on
China and how this will affect the operation of foreign
companies that operate in China. [Reuters 3]

During the meeting, Vice Commerce Minister Ling Ji
expressed an optimistic outlook, stating that "it is
hoped that foreign firms will...turn crises into
opportunities." [Reuters 4]

Trump slams China over Boeing and fentanyl!

On April 24, U.S. President Donald Trump, on his Truth
Social account, stated that ‘Boeing should default’
China for rejecting a Boeing jet delivery. On
Wednesday, 23 April, Boeing chief executive Kelly
Ortberg confirmed that Boeing was taking three planes
back from China that were due for delivery. Since
Trump's tariffs were announced on ‘Liberation Day’,
China has ceased all orders for new jets. [Financial
Times 1] [Trump on Truth Social]

Trump cited this case as “just a small example of what
China has done to the USA, for years,” alleging China’s
continual advantage-taking of the U.S. market. Despite
Trump's remarks, this case poses a big problem for
companies such as Boeing, which export roughly 25%
of their planes to China, forcing them to look to
alternative markets to resell these rejected planes and
future jet exports. [Trump on Truth Social] [Arab News]
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In the same post, Trump further criticized China over
the U.S.'s ongoing fentanyl crisis, repeating previous
claims that fentanyl enters the U.S. from China, via
Mexico and Canada. China's Foreign Ministry
responded to this, citing the U.S.'s punitive tariffs on
China over fentanyl as “bullying through and through.”
[China Ministry of Foreign Affairs 3] Trump on Truth
Social]

U.S. claim talks have begun; China deny claims and urge
U.S. to stop creating confusion

China has urged the U.S. to stop creating confusion
regarding false claims by the U.S. that negotiations
between the two countries have begun. Conflicting
statements between China and the US have sown
confusion into global markets, as investors are unclear
on what progress is being made in a trade deal, while
both countries signal greater willingness to negotiate.

Speaking to reporters at the White House on Thursday,
24 April, U.S. President Donald Trump stated that
meetings with China were underway and that details
would be revealed later. Trump reiterated this on
Friday, 25 April, both in an interview with TIME
magazine and before departing for the Vatican, stating
that talks were taking place and adding that Xi Jinping,
the Chinese President, had called him. When pressed
by reporters about the nature of his call with Xi, Trump
said, "l don't want to comment on that, but I've spoken
to him many times." [The Guardian] [Reuters 5] [ABC
News]

China has repeatedly denied claims of any talks or
negotiations with the U.S. over the past week. Both the
Foreign Ministry and the Commerce Ministry of China
stated that the U.S. and China have not held talks over
the tariff issue. A statement from Lin Jian,
spokesperson for the Ministry of Foreign Affairs,
reposted by the Chinese Embassy in Washington,
explicitly refuted Trump's claims, stating that: “China
and the US are not having any consultation or
negotiation on tariffs. The US should stop creating
confusion.” [China Ministry of Foreign Affairs 3]
[Chinese Embassy in US on X]

Additionally, Scott Bessent, U.S. Treasury Secretary,
also undermined Trump's remarks on April 27, stating
he did not know of any talks between Trump and Xi.
However, he also refuted China's claim that no talks
had taken place, adding that he had discussions with
his Chinese counterparts, although not to specifically
discuss tariffs or the ongoing trade war. In reference to
China’s claims that no talks had occurred so far,
Bessent said: “l think they're playing to a different
audience." [Reuters 6]
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Analysts have stated that the chances of Xi calling
Trump to discuss tariffs are very unlikely, particularly
without an invitation from the U.S. to call first. Analysts
also note that Trump's claims that a deal would come
within the next three to four weeks is unlikely, citing
that whilst there may be some low-level discussions
between them, it is doubtful that high-level
negotiations are ongoing. [ABC Australia]

In addition to this, China's Foreign Minister Wang Yi
spoke out against U.S. tariffs through a veiled critique.
During his meeting with Uzbek Foreign Minister,
Bakhtiyor Saidov, Wang criticized certain countries that
“unreasonably provokes trade wars”, further stating
“such extreme self-serving behavior” will only serve to
undermine that countries credibility. [Hong Kong Free
Press] [China Ministry of Foreign Affairs 4

Exemption for some U.S. goods, while orders cancelled for
others

On April 25, Beijing announced an exemption for some
U.S. goods from the 125 percent tariff imposed on U.S.
imports. According to an American business group
based in China, Beijing is surveying Chinese businesses
to consider tariff exemptions on U.S. products that are
essential to their supply chains.

Whilst China is yet to announce any tariff exemptions
as of yet, it is thought that products such as
semiconductors, chip-related products (specifically
advanced computer chips that China does not make),
and health care products that can only be imported
from the U.S. will be those with tariff relief. However,
the situation and specifics of tariff exemption remain
unclear, although it does highlight a slight de-
escalation in trade tensions. [The New York Times]

Despite potential tariff relief, some Chinese
manufacturers have been forced to slow or halt
production while tariffs come into effect. Factories cite
cancelled or suspended orders from the U.S. as the
cause for this decline in production. Reports also show
that some factories have been forced to furlough
workers or halt/ delay deliveries. Analysts note that it is
only factories that rely heavily on the American market
that have completely put workers on leave, while
others, not so dependent on the U.S. market, have
opted to reduce overtime or weekend work. [Financial
Times 2] [CNBC]

This slowing in production highlights the economic
challenges brought about by the ongoing tariff war
between the U.S. and China. China has continued to
downplay the impact of these tariffs as Beijing looks to
further economic recovery. The vice head of the
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National Development and Reform Commission, Zhao
Chenxin, attempted to reassure concerns over the
tariff war, stating his confidence that China will reach
its target growth of 5 percent in 2025. Chenxin's
confidence has been contradicted by forecasts from
the IMF, UBS and Goldman Sachs, which all expect
China to fall short of its growth target. Beijing is
expected to inject more fiscal and monetary stimulus
into the economy to boost growth amid these trade
war challenges. [Reuters 7]

China has also cancelled orders from the U.S., in
particular those from America's agricultural sector.
Data released from the U.S. Department of Agriculture,
on April 24, shows that China cancelled an order of
12,000-ton order of pork from the U.S, equating to the
largest cancellation of pork orders since the COVID-19
pandemic. [The Hill] [U.S. Department of Agriculture]

Pork imports from the U.S. to China now face a 172
percent tariff rate. Analysts note that American pig
farmers are set to be hit the worst by this, suggesting
this is a strategic targeting by China to hurt areas of
the U.S. that are Republican leaning. [SCMP 4]

Xi to visit Shanghai in display of strength during trade war

Chinese President Xi Jinping is set to visit Shanghai,
China’s financial hub, in the coming week. Due to be
his first trip since November 2023, analysts have noted
this visit comes as a show of strength by the President
amid the ongoing trade war with the U.S., which
analysts forecast will harm the Chinese economy.

Shanghai, in addition to being China’'s main
international financial hub, is also home to Tesla's
largest factory in the world and is China's leading city
for technology development. Analysts note that Xi may
look to focus on tech development successes, such as
the launch of DeepSeek (a Chinese Al startup), in a bid
to promote Chinese tech companies.

Shanghai also lies within China's Yangtze River
Economic Belt, a key export area of China that includes
10 other provinces along the Yangtze River. This
economic area accounts for 40% of China's GDP, and
analysts note that a drop in U.S. orders could have
significant impacts on the region, particularly in regard
to job losses.

Xi's visit has surprised some analysts have believe Xi
would not publicly speak about the impacts of the
trade war with the U.S. Chinese officials have
attempted to reassure queries over economic
downturn by expressing optimism over hitting growth
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targets, in contradiction with growth estimates from
the IMF.

While Xi's visit to Shanghai attempts to display strength
in the face of U.S. tariffs, both sides have recently
signaled an increased willingness to de-escalate
tensions. However, Trump's claims of a call with Xi
were, again, dismissed by China. On Monday, 28 April,
spokesperson of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Guo
Jiakun, stated he is not aware of any recent calls
between the two presidents. [Reuters 8] [China
Ministry of Foreign Affairs 4]

Major Chinese telecom companies
subpoenaed by U.S. lawmakers

(dh) On April 23, a U.S. congressional committee has
formally requested that three major Chinese telecom
companies, China Mobile, China Telecom, and China
Unicom, cooperate with an inquiry into their business
activities in the United States. Lawmakers are looking
into whether these companies might still be operating
digital services like cloud computing or internet routing
in ways that could pose risks to American
infrastructure or data privacy.

Although previous U.S. regulatory decisions have
restricted the companies from offering licensed
telecom services, reports suggest they may still be
active in the country through affiliates or subsidiaries.
This has prompted concerns among U.S. officials about
potential access to sensitive data or vulnerabilities in
critical systems.

The bipartisan committee, led by Republican John
Moolenaar and Democrat Raja Krishnamoorthi, issued
subpoenas after the firms failed to respond to earlier
inquiries. The committee is now asking for full
cooperation by May 7.

The Chinese embassy in the U.S. has pushed back,
saying the U.S. is unfairly targeting Chinese businesses
under broad definitions of national security. Beijing
has also denied any link to cyber incidents cited by
American authorities as part of their justification for
tighter scrutiny.

The investigation reflects ongoing tensions between
Washington and Beijing, especially in areas where
technology, trade, and national security intersect.
[Reuters]
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UK condemns pro-China social media
campaign urging UK far-right groups to
target Hong Kong activists

(dz) A The Guardian investigation, conducted with Hope
Not Hate and the IClJ, uncovered that during the
August 2024 UK riots at least 29 suspected fake
accounts on X and Telegram posted more than 150
messages urging British far-right groups to target Hong
Kong pro-democracy exiles, notably prominent
activists Nathan Law and Finn Lau, whose addresses
were circulated and who already face HKD 1 million
(USD 128,000) bounties from Hong Kong authorities.

A Social Media Analysis Company, Graphika, have
reviewed the posts and said they exhibited some
similarities to a major online influence campaign,
“Spamouflage Dragon.” This operation is suspected to
be orchestrated by China’s ministry of public security
(MPS), a key agency in the authoritarian system.

As Keir Starmer courts Beijing in search of economic
growth, his security minister, Dan Jarvis, condemned
the intimidation: “National security is the first duty of
this government. Any attempt by a foreign government
to coerce, intimidate or harm their critics overseas,
undermining democracy and the rule of law, is wholly
unacceptable.”

He has also said agencies are monitoring threats, but
the activists report minimal police protection and
continue to relocate for safety. China posits this
“Transnational-Aggression” as “Pure Fabrication”.
[Telegraph]

China expresses support for Iran’s nuclear
negotiation during meeting between
foreign ministers

(na) Chinese Foreign Minister Wang Yi met with Iranian
Foreign Minister Abbas Araqchi on April 23 in Beijing.
During their meeting, Wang expressed China's support
for Iran's nuclear negotiations with the United States
and opposition to "illegal" unilateral sanctions. This
visit follows recent US sanctions against a second
Chinese refinery for purchasing Iranian oil (see AiR No.
16, April/2025, 4). [Reuters]

Wang stated that "the Chinese side commends Iran's
promise not to develop nuclear weapons and respects
Iran's right to utilize nuclear energy peacefully." He
also conveyed China's willingness to deepen
coordination with Iran on international and regional
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affairs. Araqchi informed Wang about the latest
developments in nuclear talks with the US and thanked
China for its stance on Iran's nuclear program and
sanctions relief. [Reuters]

Wang described China and Iran as being “in the same
boat” amid international trade tensions while criticizing
the United States for its use of tariffs. Wang and
Araqchi agreed to strengthen coordination in
multilateral platforms, including the Shanghai
Cooperation Organization, the United Nations, and
BRICS. [SCMP]

The meeting came ahead of a third round of US-Iran
nuclear talks on April 26 in Oman; during these talks,
which focused on technical details of a possible
nuclear agreement, especially the limitations
Washington seeks to impose on Iran's nuclear program
and the sanctions Tehran wants to be lifted, Iranian
Foreign Minister Araqchi expressed caution about their
success despite both sides agreeing to continue
negotiations on May 3. In 2018, the US withdrew from
the 2015 nuclear deal that had been signed by Iran, the
US, Russia, China, Britain, France, and Germany.
[Reuters 1] [Reuters 2] [SCMP]

In an earlier meeting on April 21, Chinese Assistant
Foreign Minister Liu Bin and Omani Foreign Ministry
Undersecretary Sheikh Khalifa Alharthy held strategic
consultations in Beijing and discussed Middle East
regional issues. The Chinese foreign ministry
expressed appreciation for Oman's role in reducing
regional tensions. [Ministry of Foreign Affairs, China]

Kenyan president visits China

(dh) The President of Kenya, William Ruto, has
embarked on a historic 5-day visit, lasting from 22 April
to 26 April, to China, in which he met with Chinese
President Xi Jinping, Premier Li Qiang, and National
People’s Congress Chairman Zhao Leji (See AiR No. 16,
April/2025, 4). Discussions focused on strengthening
cooperation within the Global South, opposing tariff
barriers, and boosting Chinese investment in Kenya.
[Reuters] [RFI]

Following a meeting on April 24, Xi and Ruto
announced they had agreed to upgrade bilateral ties to
a new level, in what they referred to as a “turbulent
international situation.” Both leaders committed to
building a closer "all-weather" China-Africa
partnership, aiming to bring greater stability to global
affairs by reinforcing solidarity among the Global
South.
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The joint statement highlighted their shared support
for inclusive globalization and the protection of
developing countries’ interests. Xi framed the decision
to deepen ties as a response to the current complex
international landscape. Ruto also reaffirmed Kenya's
adherence to the one-China principle. [Joint-
Statement] [Anadolu Anjasi]

Kenya has been a key participant in China’s Belt and
Road Initiative and has received significant Chinese
funding for major infrastructure projects. Earlier this
month, China unveiled a new funding plan to revive
Kenya's stalled Standard Gauge Railway (SGR)
extension (see AiR No. 14, April/2025, 2), and new
agreements show a plan to expand a major highway
between Nairobi and Nakuru through a public-private
partnership. Although full financial details were not
disclosed, past estimates suggest the projects are
worth several billion dollars.

Together, the two sides signed 20 agreements covering
a range of sectors, including science, education,
tourism, water management, e-commerce, and
transportation. Deals signed by the parties input
US$950 million into the Kenyan economy, with USD
320 million for manufacturing, USD 430 million for
agriculture, and $230 million for tourism. The two sides
also pledged to enhance cooperation on security,
including military training and counter-terrorism
efforts. [Africa News] [National Committee of the
CPPC(]

In their statement, China and Kenya criticized practices
such as unilateral sanctions and technological
restrictions, reiterating their support for the World
Trade Organization's principles. They also discussed
plans to boost healthcare collaboration and improve
transport links, with direct flights between Beijing and
Nairobi being considered. [Reuters]

Ruto's visit has been seen by analysts as a ‘symbolic’
win for China. Analysts have noted Kenya as being a
strategic pathway for China to exert greater influence
and build bilateral ties in the rest of Africa. China's
strong alliance with Kenya highlights Beijing's desire to
build a strong Global South alliance in response to
Trump's tariffs. Having been historically more aligned
with the West and allied with the U.S., Ruto’s decision
to strengthen ties with China shows a strategic shift as
African countries are faced with economic uncertainty
amid Trump's sweeping tariffs. [SCMP]

China has turned to Brazil for more
agricultural imports amid US tariffs
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(dz) Tariffs on US Soybeans has led to a sharp increase
in agricultural (predominantly soybean) imports from
Brazil - Forty Brazilian bulkers are due at Ningbo-
Zhoushan this month, up 48 percent year-on-year. This
means roughly 700,000 tons of beans are to be
unloaded, a 32 percent jump on April 2024. This
change was reported by “Yuyuan Tantian” and
underscores Beijing's bid to wean itself off U.S. farm
goods as the two powers trade blows on imports
worth hundreds of billions of dollars.

The macro numbers tell the same story. Washington's
new duties bring the effective levy on Chinese goods to
circa 156 percent, while Beijing's counter-tariffs on U.S.
products now reach 125 percent, throttling what was
once America's most dependable soybean export lane.
The U.S. Department of Agriculture’s April “Oil Crops
Outlook” reported that, with Chinese tariffs still in
place, “the majority of China's soybean imports come
from Brazil during April-August.”

This pivot is already visible in the trade ledger: 105
million-tons in 2024 to just 22.1 million tons (21
percent) from the United States - down 13 points from
2018. Meanwhile, Brazilian shipments hit 74.7 million
tons (71 percent). American growers are alarmed. “It's
a tough pill to swallow considering China remains U.S.
soy's greatest export market,” American Soybean
Association president Caleb Ragland warned, urging
both capitals to hit “pause” and reopen “phase-two”
talks. To note, this means “Farmers in all major
soybean producing regions are expected to plant less
soybean acres - in the eastern and western Corn Belt
they will plant 0.7 million acres and 1.0 million acres
less.” [South China Morning Post] [Economic Research
Service]

Brazil, by contrast, is leaning in. On April 17, BRICS
farm ministers’ meeting, Agriculture Minister Carlos
Favaro welcomed China’s decision to clear Brazilian
sesame and sorghum as a part of a November market-
access deal and pitched still deeper agriculture trade
ties. In comparison, industry projections already put
Brazilian soybean exports at a record 108 million tones
this season, with planted area set to expand again in
2025. [DatamarNews] [USDA Foreign Agricultural
Service]

The export shift from US to Brazil indicated a key
structural realignment, rather than a temporary
detour. Thus, unless Washington and Beijing strike a
new accord, the world's biggest oil-seed flow is likely to
slide south from the American Midwest toward Brazil's
Cerredo.
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Kailash Mansarovar Yatra pilgrimage to
resume in June as India and China move
to rebuild ties

(rt) India and China have agreed to resume the Kailash
Mansarovar Yatra in June, marking the first major
people-to-people initiative since the deterioration of
bilateral relations following the 2020 military standoff
in India’s eastern Ladakh union territory. The Kailash
Mansarovar Yatra, a religious pilgrimage of deep
significance for Hindus, Jains, and Buddhists, leads to
Mount Kailash and Mansarovar Lake in China'’s Tibet
Autonomous Region.

The resumption of the Yatra follows a series of
diplomatic engagements, including a meeting between
Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi and Chinese
President Xi Jinping during the Shanghai Cooperation
Organisation summit in Kazan, Russia. Subsequent
bilateral talks, including Indian Foreign Minister Vikram
Misri's visit to Beijing in January for discussions with
Chinese counterpart Sun Weidong, helped finalize the
agreement to restart the Yatra.

The resumption of the Kailash Mansarovar Yatra
symbolizes cautious diplomatic progress, even as
broader tensions along the Line of Actual Control (LAC)
remain unresolved. Officials emphasized that beyond
religious significance, such people-centric initiatives
are intended to "stabilize and rebuild" India-China
relations. [The Times of India] [Hindustan Times]
[MoneyControl]

India and France signs mega deal to buy
26 Rafale Marine fighter jets

(rt) India has signed a major INR 630 billion (USD 7.40
billion) government-to-government deal with France to
procure 26 Rafale Marine fighter jets for the Indian
Navy, the Ministry of Defense announced on April 28.
The agreement was signed by Indian Defense
Secretary Rajesh Kumar Singh in the presence of Navy
Vice Chief Admiral K. Swaminathan, following approval
by the Cabinet Committee on Security led by Prime
Minister Narendra Modi earlier this month.

The deal comes amid heightened tensions with
Pakistan and is part of India’s broader strategy to
modernize its military hardware and enhance maritime
capabilities. It includes 22 single-seat Rafale-M jets and
four twin-seat trainers, along with a package of
weapons, simulators, crew training, and five-year
performance-based logistics support.
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The Rafale Marine fighters, manufactured by France's
Dassault Aviation, are designed for maritime strike, air
defense, and reconnaissance missions. They are
expected to operate primarily from the deck of India’s
Indigenous Aircraft Carrier, INS Vikrant, replacing the
aging fleet of Russian MiG-29K jets.

The delivery of the 26 aircraft is scheduled within 37 to
65 months, with India expected to pay an initial 15
percent installment of the total deal cost. Once
delivered, the new Rafale-M jets will join India's
existing fleet of 36 Rafale fighters previously acquired
for the Indian Air Force, further strengthening India's
air and naval capabilities.

While Russia remains a traditional supplier of defense
equipment, India has increasingly diversified its
acquisitions in recent years, with key purchases from
France, the United States, and Israel. [The Times of
India] [The Express Tribune]

India and Saudi Arabia agree to
strengthen energy and defense
cooperation

(Im) India and Saudi Arabia have agreed to deepen
cooperation in key sectors including energy, defense,
agriculture, and counter-terrorism, following Indian
Prime Minister Narendra Modi's official visit to Jeddah
on April 22.

Saudi Arabia, one of India’s top suppliers of crude oil
and liquefied petroleum gas, reaffirmed its role in
supporting India’'s energy security. Both countries also
pledged to enhance collaboration in defense
manufacturing and expand strategic cooperation in
combating terrorism and terror financing.

The visit was cut short after Prime Minister Modi
returned to New Delhi in response to a deadly attack in
Jammu and Kashmir, which claimed 26 lives—the most
severe attack on Indian soil since the 2008 Mumbai
attacks.

Despite the abrupt conclusion, the bilateral discussions
underscored the growing strategic alignment between
the two countries across energy, security, and food
security sectors. [Reuters]

Indonesia, Japan deepen space and cyber
defense cooperation
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(mo) On April 25, Indonesian Defense Minister Sjafrie
Sjamsoeddin met General Yoshida Yoshihide, Chief of
Staff of the Joint Staff of the Japan Self-Defense Forces
(JSDF), in Jakarta to expand bilateral defense
cooperation. During the meeting, Indonesia expressed
its willingness to learn from Japan’'s experience in
space defense, highlighting Japan’s establishment of a
Space Operations Squadron in 2020. Through
expanding collaboration with Japan, Jakarta aims to
strengthen its aerospace resilience and cyber
capabilities by adopting Japan's defense technologies.
[Tempol

In addition to space operations, the Indonesian
National Armed Forces (TNI) also discussed cyber
defense cooperation with the JSDF during Yoshihide's
visit to the TNI Headquarters. The bilateral talks
covered potential personnel exchanges and
technology sharing to bolster Indonesia’s cybersecurity
frameworks. General Yoshida Yoshihide also
reaffirmed the participation of the JSDF in the 2025
Super Garuda Shield military exercise, further
strengthening operational interoperability between the
two armed forces.[ News of Indonesia]

During the meeting, both parties assumed
cybersecurity and space threats as common challenges
and committed to conducting closer collaboration.

General Agus Subiyanto, 23" commander of TN, said
that through this cooperation, Indonesia aims to learn
from Japan’s advanced defense systems and
strengthen ties.

Indonesian Police Chief honored by Timor-
Leste

(th) General Listyo Sigit Prabowo, Chief of the
Indonesian National Police (Polri), was awarded the
Order of Timor-Leste—the highest honour bestowed
by the Timor-Leste government—at the country’'s
embassy in Jakarta on April 28.

In a statement issued in Jakarta, Brigadier General
Trunoyudo Wisnu Andiko, head of Polri's public
relations bureau, said the award recognizes General
Prabowo'’s contributions to promoting democracy,
peace-building, and national stability in Timor-Leste.
[Antara]

Andiko highlighted that the Polri chief is seen as a key
figure in strengthening human resource capacity
within the Timor-Leste National Police (PNTL) and
supporting regional security efforts. In September
2024, General Prabowo played a crucial role in
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maintaining order during Pope Francis' visit to
Indonesia and Timor-Leste. The honours also reflect
his broader contributions to supporting democracy,
peace, and national stability in the region. [Antara]
[Jakarta Globe]

During the award ceremony, the Indonesian National
Police and the Timor-Leste National Police also signed
a renewed cooperation agreement on police capacity-
building. According to Andiko, the updated pact
demonstrates the ongoing commitment of both
institutions to enhancing professionalism,
strengthening technical capabilities, and expanding
information exchange. This renewal complements the
memorandum of understanding on Polri-PNTL
cooperation, which has been automatically extended
since its establishment in 2009. [Antara]

Indonesian research institute calls for
defending digital payment sovereignty
amid U.S. criticism

(th) Piter Abdullah Redjalam, Executive Director of
Segara Research Institute, an iindependent, non-profit
organisation in Indonesia, has warned that Indonesia
should not bow to U.S. pressure over its national
digital payment systems, following American criticism
of policies limiting foreign ownership and control in
domestic payment networks.

Piter also added that Indonesia’s Quick Response Code
Indonesian Standard (QRIS) and National Payment
Gateway (GPN) represents the country's financial
independence and digital sovereignty. He added that
the U.S. critique is rooted in dissatisfaction over
restrictions on foreign stakes in the country’s payment
infrastructure, rather in the interest to participate,
urging the government to stand its ground and not
cede control of the domestic financial system amid
rising trade tensions. [Jakarta Globe 1]

In its 2025 National Trade Estimate Report on Foreign
Trade Barriers, the U.S. flagged Indonesia’s national
digital payment systems as potential trade barriers,
sparking concerns among officials in Jakarta. The U.S.
Trade Representative (USTR) stated that American
banks and payment service providers were not
involved by Bank Indonesia when it formulated policies
related to QRIS. [Office of the United States Trade
Representatives] [Jakarta Globe 1] [Tempo 1]

Other criticisms of USTR included the limitations of
bank ownership, and foreign ownership of payment
companies and private credit companies; regulations
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issued concerning the Bl Payment System Blueprint
2025; and policies mandating that government credit
cards be processed through GPN. [Tempo 2]

QRIS and GPN, both initiatives from Bank Indonesia
(Bl), have helped to modernize and streamline the
country’s digital payment landscape. However,
according to Piter, the concerns of the U.S. reflect
broader unease with Indonesia’s push to reduce
foreign influence in its financial systems. [Jakarta Globe
1]

The Central Bank said it was open to working with any
country, including the U.S. on digital payment systems.
However, as acknowledged by Piter, core principles
must not be up for compromise. This has been
supported by Chief Economic Minister Airlangga
Hartarto, who said on April 25, that Indonesia remains
open to foreign operators. Airlangga added that
Indonesia does not mean to lock American payment
firms out of the system. [Jakarta Globe 1] [Jakarta
Globe 2]

Despite the U.S. being a major trading partner, Piter
said that Indonesia is not solely reliant on them, due to
the presence of strong trade ties with China, ASEAN,
and the Middle East, which offers alternative routes to
expand export markets and enhance competitiveness.
[Jakarta Globe 1]

Indonesia, Denmark extend strategic
partnership with new action plan and
energy MoU

(mo) On April 22, during a bilateral meeting,
Indonesian Foreign Affairs Minister Sugiono and his
Danish counterpart, Lars Lakke Rasmussen, signed an
action plan for strategic bilateral cooperation for 2025-
2029 and renewed their commitment to green energy
collaboration, as bilateral trade surpassed USD 400
million last year.

The strategic action plan, outlines the roadmap for
bilateral cooperation between Indonesia and Denmark
across several sectors, including the economy, trade,
and investment. It also provides a framework for
strengthening collaboration on climate change and the
green energy transition, environmental issues such as
waste management and the circular economy, as well
as food and agriculture, good governance, culture,
education, and tourism. Denmark additionally
committed to supporting the improvement of
Indonesian MSME product quality to meet European
Union export standards. [Antara]
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Meanwhile, in a separate meeting, Rasmussen and
Indonesian Minister of Energy and Mineral Resources
(ESDM) Bahlil Lahadalia signed a protocol amending
their decade-old energy MoU to enhance collaboration
on renewable energy and energy efficiency, reaffirming
Denmark’s continued support for Indonesia’s green
energy transition. Both parties also reiterated their
commitment to implementing the Paris Agreement,
the legally binding international treaty on climate
change. [Tempo]

Indonesia, Estonia deepen digital
cooperation and bilateral trade

(mo) During a joint press conference in Jakarta on April
23, Indonesia and Estonia announced their bilateral
agreement to strengthen cooperation between
multiple sectors, including digital technology,
cybersecurity, food and beverage, and tourism. These
bilateral agreements came from high-level meetings
and the signing a memorandum of understanding
(MoU) between their chambers of commerce.

The meeting between two foreign ministers focused on
collaboration in e-governance, cybersecurity,
education, and bureaucracy reform through digital
innovation. Indonesia’s foreign minister, Sugiono,
highlighted Estonia’s experience in digital
infrastructure as a model for Indonesia’s development
goals in digital transformation. Estonia is well known
for its unicorn start-up per capita in Europe, including
globally acknowledged firms like Skype, Playtech, Wise,
Bolt, Pipedrive, Zego, ID.me, Gelato, Veriff, and Glia.

Meanwhile, Estonian Foreign Minister Margus Tsahkna
expressed Estonia’s interest in investing in Indonesia,
especially in cybersecurity and digitalization in the
government, food and beverage, and tourism sectors.
[Antara] [ Asia Business Outlook]

Meanwhile, Indonesia is studying European Union
regulations such as the Digital Services Act (DSA) and
Digital Markets Act (DMA) to shape its digital
governance framework. Deputy Minister of
Communication and Digital Affairs Nezar Patria said
Indonesia aims to adapt these frameworks to regulate
platforms, enhance cybersecurity, and manage Al
development. [Antara]

Indonesia, Fiji reaffirm strategic
partnership
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(mo) On April 24, President Prabowo Subianto
welcomed Fijian Prime Minister Sitiveni Rabuka in
Jakarta. The visit marked the first official visit by a Fijian
leader to Indonesia while commemorating 50 years of
diplomatic relations between the two countries.
[Antara 1]

During the meeting, both leaders reaffirmed their
commitment to strengthening bilateral cooperation
across multiple sectors, including defense, education,
agriculture, climate change, and regional development,
emphasizing their similar geographies.

Prabowo invited Fiji to participate in joint military
exercises in Indonesia and reaffirmed support for
establishing a regional agricultural training center in
Rakiraki, Fiji, which is expected to begin operations
next year. [The Fiji Times]

In the education sector, the Indonesian president
invited Fijian youths to pursue studies in Indonesia,
particularly in the fields of vocational training,
engineering, and agriculture. Prabowo also expressed
Indonesia’'s commitment to expand scholarship
opportunities and supporting human capital
development in Pacific Island nations, including Fiji.
[Antara 2]

Furthermore, the two leaders also highlighted the
importance of people-to-people relations and shared
values, such as mutual respect, sovereignty, and
independence, as the foundations of bilateral
relations. The meeting concluded with an
announcement of Indonesia’s USD 6 million
development assistance grant to Fiji, which aimed to
support capacity-building programs and resilience
initiatives in the Pacific region. [Tempo]

Russia condemns Japan's use of frozen
Russian assets to fund Ukraine, calling it a
betrayal

(ad) Russia has strongly criticized Japan for lending
over USD 3 billion to Ukraine using proceeds from
frozen Russian assets held in the EU. The loan, signed
on April 18, is part of the G7's USD 50 billion
Extraordinary Revenue Acceleration (ERA) initiative to
support Ukraine’s reconstruction (see AiR No. 16,
April/2025, 4).

Moscow condemned the move as "treacherous" and
"hostile," accusing Japan of complicity in the theft of
sovereign Russian funds. The Russian foreign ministry
told reporters at a briefing in Moscow on April 24 that
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the deal would further damage already tense Russia-
Japan relations, especially in light of Japan's support for
Ukraine. It also dismissed Japan's hope that the move
wouldn't harm bilateral ties. [Reuters]

Meanwhile, Russia reiterated it sees no basis to
continue peace treaty talks with Japan, citing Tokyo's
unfriendly actions and the ongoing territorial dispute
over the Kuril Islands. [Japan Today]

Japan plans to ease vehicle import rules,
boost US soybean imports to advance
tariff talks

(dql) Japan is considering expanding its Preferential
Handling Procedure (PHP) to allow more imported
vehicles to undergo simplified safety and
environmental inspections, as part of efforts to gain
concessions in upcoming tariff negotiations with the
United States. The measure may be discussed
alongside proposals to increase U.S. agricultural
imports during the second round of talks.

The PHP currently allows up to 5,000 units per car
model per year to bypass Japan’s full certification
process, a threshold raised from 2,000 in 2013 at the
U.S.'s request during Trans-Pacific Partnership (TPP)
negotiations. Despite low sales of U.S. vehicles in Japan
—10,000 Jeeps, 217 Fords, and 587 Chevrolets in 2024
—the move is seen as a gesture to address U.S.
concerns over nontariff barriers. [Kyodo News]

In addition, Tokyo has signaled readiness to boost
imports of U.S. soybeans and corn after Hiroshi
Moriyama, secretary-general of the ruling Liberal
Democratic Party and a representative of farm and
forestry interests, expressed support for such a move,
noting Japan’s reliance on the U.S. and other countries
for these commodities. He cited declining domestic
corn production and suggested that soybeans could
also be used for clean energy applications. [The Asahi
Shimbun 1]

Japan, which imposes no tariffs on imported vehicles,
is urging the U.S. to reconsider various tariffs on
Japanese exports, including a 24 percent reciprocal
tariff, partly suspended during ongoing talks. The
Trump administration has long criticized Japan’s
automotive market as restrictive.

Japan’s Economic Revitalization Minister and chief tariff
negotiator, Ryosei Akazawa, will travel to the U.S. this
week for talks with Treasury Secretary Scott Bessent
and other officials. [NHK]
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Earlier this month, during the first round of tariff talks
on April 17, the US made a range of trade requests,
including improved access for American automobiles
and farm products like rice, meat, seafood, and
potatoes. US negotiators cited Japan's vehicle safety
standards as a non-tariff barrier and pressed for
changes (see AiR No. 16, April/2025, 4)

Akazawa accused of “tributary diplomacy

During a parliamentary debate on April 23, Akaza face
fierce criticism from opposition leader Yoshihiko Noda
of the Constitutional Democratic Party of Japan (CDPJ),
for "Make America Great Again" cap when meeting
with U.S. President Donald Trump during the first
round of tariff talks. Noda said Akazawa, had “crossed
a line” and likened the act to “tributary diplomacy,”
calling it a damaging gesture.

He suggested that, in future talks, the Japanese side
should request a reciprocal gesture—having the U.S.
wear a cap reading “Make Japan Great Again.”

Prime Minister Shigeru Ishiba defended Akazawa,
saying he acted in the national interest and did his best
under the circumstances. Akazawa, under fire for the
optics of the photo, stated that wearing the cap carried
no political message. [Japan Today]

Shrinking trust in security alliance with U.S. in Japan

The trade talks come as a recent nationwide survey
reveals growing skepticism among Japanese voters
about the reliability of the U.S.-Japan security alliance.
Despite the long-standing security treaty, only 15
percent believe the U.S. would protect Japanin a
military emergency, while 77 percent disagree—a
notable rise in doubt compared to previous surveys.

On Japan'’s diplomatic posture, 68 percent said the
country should pursue greater independence from the
U.S., while only 24 percent support closely aligning
with Washington. Yet, 66 percent opposed shifting
Japan’s diplomatic focus toward other Asian countries,
including China.

Public confidence in the United States as a global
peacekeeper has also declined. Only 3 percent trust
the U.S. "to a great extent" to maintain peace, while 48
percent say the international community “cannot rely
much” or “at all” on it.

The survey, conducted by mail from late February to
early April following Donald Trump's second
inauguration, gathered valid responses from 1,899 of
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3,000 randomly selected voters (63 percent response
rate). [The Asahi Shimbun 2]

US Navy secretary considers ‘dual-use’
shipbuilding collaboration with Japan

(ad) To counter China's dominance in maritime
industries, US Navy Secretary John C. Phelan is
considering collaborating with Japan to build "dual-
use" ships—commercial vessels that could be
converted for military use in emergencies. In an
interview, Phelan said he plans to discuss the idea with
Japan's Defense Minister Gen Nakatani during his visit
to Tokyo. [Nikkei Asia]

Phelan, who also visited a Yokohama shipyard before
heading to South Korea, emphasized the urgent need
to expand shipbuilding capacity to deter China. He
hopes to encourage Japanese companies to invest in
U.S. shipyards. Japan, the world’s third-largest
shipbuilder, could play a key role in strengthening the
U.S. shipbuilding sector.

This proposal may be linked to broader U.S.-Japan
efforts, including the recently launched Ship Repair
Council Japan, which coordinates ship maintenance to
ease backlogs at U.S. shipyards and keep U.S. Navy
vessels operational longer in the Indo-Pacific.

The move comes as South Korea is already partnering
with the U.S. to boost shipbuilding capacity, with
companies like Hanwha Ocean and Hyundai Heavy
Industries investing in American facilities.

Washington's strategy aims to narrow the widening
gap with China, whose shipbuilding industry has
surged, controlling over half of global commercial ship
orders by tonnage. China’s civil-military fusion policies
have also ensured many commercial ships are built to
military specifications, bolstering the Chinese navy's
rapid expansion and global reach—an increasing
concern for U.S. security planners. [Marine Insight]
[The Japan Times]

US Marines stationed in Okinawa to begin
relocating to Guam barracks in June

(ad) The U.S. Marine Corps will begin moving into
newly built barracks at Camp Blaz in Guam starting in
June, as part of an ongoing relocation from Okinawa,
Japan. The transfer aims to reduce the burden of US
bases on Okinawan communities. This year, around
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100 logistics personnel are relocating, forming the first
group of over 4,000 Marines scheduled to shift to
Guam.

While junior Marines have already arrived and are
staying at other facilities, the new barracks—eventually
accommodating up to 5,000 personnel—will soon be
ready. Additional infrastructure, including a fire station
and headquarters, is also nearing completion.

The relocation follows a 2006 US-Japan agreement and
carries an estimated cost of USD 8.7 billion, with Japan
covering up to USD 2.8 billion. Currently, about 18,000
Marines are stationed in Okinawa. [Japan Today]

In a separate incident, two Okinawa-stationed U.S.
Marines are under investigation for alleged rapes on
American bases, reigniting local anger over crimes
involving U.S. military personnel. According to police,
one Marine is suspected of raping a Japanese woman
and injuring another in March, while the second is
accused of raping a woman in January. Both cases have
been referred to prosecutors.

Crimes by U.S. military personnel have long strained
Okinawan relations with American forces. In 2024, 80
U.S. military-related individuals were charged with
crimes in the prefecture. Tensions date back decades,
notably to the 1995 gang rape of a 12-year-old girl by
U.S. servicemen, which triggered widespread outrage
and demands for a review of the U.S.-Japan security
arrangement. [CBS]

Laos-China trade and development
cooperation strengthen in 2024

(tas) In 2024, Laos and China deepened their economic
and development cooperation, reaching a record
bilateral trade value of USD 8.23 billion. It is an
increase of 15.91 percent from 2023 which is driven by
exports, investments, and the growing impact of the
Lao-China Railway. China remained Laos' largest
foreign investor with USD 18 billion in cumulative
investments and its second-largest trading partner.
Lao exports to China rose by 21.4 percent while
imports grew by 9.8 percent.

The Lao-China Railway, a central pillar of their
partnership, has transported over 54 million tons of
goods and nearly 49 million passengers since its
launch in 2021. [The Laotian Times]
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China, Malaysia to cooperate in
construction of Southeast Asia’s first
international space port

(tl) Malaysia is set to build Southeast Asia’s first
international Space Port in Pahang - he largest state in
Peninsular Malaysia by land area -, with the project
expected to be completed within three to five years.
The development is projected to generate around
2,350 job opportunities and boost economic activity,
particularly in tourism and research.

The Pahang State Development Corporation (PKNP)
recently signed a Letter of Intent with China Great Wall
Industry Corporation and Malaysian aerospace
company Lestari Angkasa Sdn Bhd to collaborate on
the project. A working visit to Wenchang Space City in
Hainan, China, is scheduled for May as part of the
project’s feasibility and planning phase.

Additionally, the state government is reviewing two
proposals to develop an Aerospace City in the Gebeng,
Kuantan, and Pekan areas, further reinforcing Pahang's
ambition to become a regional aerospace and space
technology hub. [Malay Mail]

China Great Wall Industry Corporation (CGWIC) is
China's sole authorized commercial provider of
satellite systems, launch services, and international
space cooperation. Established in 1980, CGWIC
operates under the China Aerospace Science and
Technology Corporation (CASC), the primary contractor
for China's space program.

Malaysia and Maldives deepen bilateral
ties with new cooperation

(tl) During President Mohamed Muizzu's first official
visit to Malaysia since taking office in 2023, both
nations agreed to broaden their partnership into new
areas including floating solar, defense, and digital
technology. Prime Minister Anwar lIbrahim emphasized
the importance of collaboration between maritime
nations, highlighting existing cooperation in education,
tourism, and health. The two leaders witnessed the
signing of three Memoranda of Understanding (MoUs)
and two Exchange of Notes (EoN) on various sectors.

Malaysia's trade with the Maldives rose by 4.3 percent
in 2024, reaching USD 181 million (RM862.7 million),
making it Malaysia’'s sixth-largest trading partner in
South Asia. Anwar also reaffirmed Malaysia's support
for Maldives’ environmental advocacy and called for
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closer cooperation beyond ASEAN based on shared
goals in digital innovation, trade, and sustainability.
[Malay Mail]

Malaysia, Indonesia eye cross-border
agricultural projects

(tl) Malaysia and Indonesia are planning to jointly
develop large-scale plantations in Central Kalimantan
and South Papua, with additional cooperation planned
in border areas like West and North Kalimantan. The
initiative was discussed during a recent meeting
between Malaysia’s Agriculture Minister Mohamad
Sabu and his Indonesian counterpart Andi Amran
Sulaiman.

Key sectors identified include rice, dairy, animal feed,
coconut, and corn, which are vital to both nations' food
security strategies. Indonesia shared its advancements
in agricultural innovation, such as smart technology
and high-yield three seasons padi systems.

The visit also included talks with Perum Bulog -
Indonesia’s state-owned company responsible for
managing the national food supply, particularly rice
and other staple commodities - on supply chain,
stockpiling, and food logistics.

Malaysia emphasized its commitment to building a
sustainable food system and advancing ASEAN's
regional food security efforts as this year's ASEAN
Chair. [Malay Mail]

Malaysia, United States discuss tariffs,
trade deficit, and potential bilateral
agreement

(ga) Malaysia has expressed readiness to negotiate
with the United States on four key areas: reducing the
trade deficit, addressing non-tariff barriers,
strengthening technological safeguards and security,
as well as exploring a bilateral trade agreement. This
was conveyed by the Malaysian Investment, Trade and
Industry Minister Zafrul Abdul Aziz during meetings
with U.S. Secretary of Commerce Howard Lutnick and
U.S. Trade Representative Ambassador Jamieson Greer
in Washington last week.

Facing the prospect of a 24 percent tariff on exports to
the U.S. starting July 2025, Malaysia emphasized its
preference for collaboration over retaliation. Malaysia
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views the current 90-day pause on the proposed 24
percent reciprocal tariffs as an opportunity for
constructive engagement.

As part of its efforts to ease tensions, Malaysia
announced it would increase imports of American
goods to help reduce its USD 25 billion trade surplus
with the U.S., but it did not specify which American
goods would be prioritized. This move was announced
during the 2025 ASEAN Finance Ministers and Central
Bank Governors Meeting, which signals a break from
ASEAN's earlier intention for a unified response to US
trade actions.

Malaysia aims to continue collaborating with the U.S.
towards mutually agreeable solutions and stressed the
importance of open communication. Discussions also
included ways to enhance U.S.-ASEAN cooperation,
with Malaysia currently chairing ASEAN. [Bernama 1]
[South China Morning Post] [Reuters]

Furthermore, according to economists, Malaysia may
achieve zero or reduced reciprocal tariffs following
recent trade discussions with the United States.
Economist Dr. Geoffrey Williams noted that the
executive order allows negotiations to potentially
reduce or remove the tariffs and non-tariff barriers.
Bank Muamalat Malaysia's Chief Economist Dr.
Afzanizam Abdul Rashid also suggested that Malaysia
could secure exemptions or lower tariffs, given
Malaysia's lower average tariff rate of 5.6 percent.
Vulnerable sectors include electrical and electronics,
rubber products, machinery, and furniture.

Malaysia’'s Ministry of Investment, Trade and Industry
(MITI) reiterated the country’'s commitment to
addressing U.S. concerns and maintaining strong
bilateral trade. Malaysia's trade with the U.S. rose by
29.9 percent in 2024 to MYR 324.91 billion (USD 71.48
billion), with exports reaching a record MYR 198.65
billion (USD 45.5 billion). [Bernama 2]

Maldivian President Muizzu strengthens
ties with Malaysia during official visit

(sl) Maldives President Dr Mohamed Muizzu concluded
a successful official visit to Malaysia from April 27 to
30, strengthening bilateral ties through a series of
high-level meetings, agreements, and diplomatic
engagements.

During the visit, President Muizzu was officially
welcomed by Malaysian Prime Minister Anwar Ibrahim
at the Prime Minister's Office in Putrajaya. The two
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leaders held official talks, after which five Memoranda
of Understanding (MoUs) were signed between the two
countries in the areas of sports development,
healthcare cooperation, tourism promotion, diplomatic
training, and bilateral consultations. [the edition 1]

At the joint press conference, President Muizzu
expressed his desire to expand collaboration into new
sectors, particularly defense, the halal industry, and
digital economy development. He appealed for
Malaysia's assistance in areas such as Information
Technology, Artificial Intelligence, and Cyber Security,
highlighting Maldives' ambition to build a strong digital
economy. Muizzu also invited Malaysian businesses to
invest in Maldives' Special Economic Zone, maritime
economy, and financial services, and announced an
Investment Forum to promote opportunities to
Malaysian investors.

President Muizzu further thanked Malaysia for its long-
standing support in human resource development,
including scholarships and training programs that have
benefited Maldivian students and civil servants. He
praised Malaysia's role as the leading destination for
Maldivian students abroad, attributing it to the ease of
the visa process provided by Malaysian authorities.
[the edition 2]

In a significant political statement during the visit,
President Muizzu reaffirmed Maldives' unwavering
support for the Palestinian cause. He commended
Malaysia's firm stance on Palestine and highlighted
Maldives' recent decision to ban Israeli passport
holders from entering the country—a move Malaysian
Prime Minister Anwar Ibrahim described as
"courageous" and fully supported. [the edition 3]

This visit marked President Muizzu's first official trip to
Malaysia since assuming office. He was accompanied
by a high-level delegation including the Ministers of
Foreign Affairs, Defense, Finance, Home Affairs,
Education, Higher Education, Economic Development,
and Islamic Affairs, as well as the Attorney General.

The President also attended a Business Forum in
Malaysia and met with Maldivian citizens residing
there. [the edition 4] [the edition 5]

Mongolia urges South Korea to address
visa and border treatment concerns

(fs) Mongolian Foreign Minister Battsetseg Batmunkh
met with South Korean Ambassador to Mongolia Choi
Jin-won on April 22 to address unresolved concerns
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regarding the treatment of Mongolian citizens at South
Korean borders and challenges in the visa application
process.

Batmunkh highlighted cases of Mongolian nationals
holding valid visas being detained and deported by
South Korean border officials without clear
justification, as well as reports of confiscation of
personal belongings, invasion of privacy, and violations
of data protection rights.

She also raised concerns over the six-month restriction
on reapplying for a visa after rejection, regardless of
changed circumstances, and criticized the requirement
to submit original passports during applications, which
limits citizens’ mobility. Additionally, she urged South
Korea to digitalize and streamline the visa application
process.

While Mongolia has granted visa-free entry to South
Korean tourists until the end of 2025, she called for
reciprocal visa exemptions for Mongolians seeking
medical treatment and their guardians, and for
expanded access to multiple-entry visas for Mongolian
business leaders.

Jin-won expressed understanding and committed to
further reviewing the issues with relevant authorities.
[GoGo]

In a separate meeting, Chairman of the State Great
Khural of Mongolia Amarbayasgalan Dashzegve and
visiting Speaker of the National Assembly of the
Republic of Korea Woo Won-shik held an official
meeting in Ulaanbaatar on April 28.

Dashzegve emphasized the importance of inter-
parliamentary cooperation and reaffirmed Mongolia’'s
commitment to deepening trade, investment, and
strategic partnership ties with South Korea.

Won-shik expressed satisfaction with the growing
political trust and legal foundation between the
nations, highlighting the importance of expanding
parliamentary collaboration, joint economic projects,
and improving visa conditions for Mongolian citizens
seeking healthcare services in South Korea.

Both sides agreed to strengthen efforts to facilitate
free travel and protect the rights of citizens residing in
each other's countries. They also exchanged views on
regional and international issues of mutual concern.
[Montsame]

Won-shik also met Mongolian President Ukhnaagiin
Khurelsukh later the same day. The discussions
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focused on enhancing bilateral cooperation in critical
minerals, supply chains, transportation, infrastructure,
and people-to-people exchanges. He emphasized the
potential of an economic partnership agreement to
expand trade and investment amid rising global
economic uncertainty and protectionism. [Yonhap]

Mongolia, Hungary to expand cooperation
in trade, education, and climate
initiatives

(fs) Minister of Foreign Affairs of Mongolia Battsetseg
Batmunkh held talks with Hungarian Minister of
Foreign Affairs and Trade Péter Szijjarté on April 25.

The discussions focused on strengthening
collaboration across social and economic sectors,
particularly enhancing investment and trade. Both
sides agreed to work toward launching direct flights
between the two capitals to boost trade and people-to-
people exchanges. Batmunkh highlighted Mongolia’s
major national initiatives, including programs on food
security, reforestation, and water conservation, inviting
broader Hungarian cooperation.

They also discussed joint efforts in addressing global
challenges such as climate change, desertification, and
food security, and expressed their commitment to
collaborate during the 2026 International Year of
Rangelands and Pastoralists and COP17.

In addition, both parties reaffirmed cooperation in
education, cultural exchange, and research, while
pledging to strengthen collaboration within the United
Nations and other international organizations.
[Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Mongolia]

China dispatches ceasefire monitoring
team to Myanmar

(hw) China's Ministry of Foreign Affairs has confirmed
that a Chinese ceasefire monitoring team has been
dispatched and stationed in Lashio, northern Shan
State, following the withdrawal of the Myanmar
National Democratic Alliance Army (MNDAA) and the
reentry of Tatmadaw forces. The ministry stated that
the deployment aims to ensure a smooth handover of
Lashio.

The MNDAA had occupied Lashio since early August
last year but recently withdrew after a series of
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Chinese-mediated dialogues with the military.
Tatmadaw forces entered and took positions around
Lashio starting on the morning of April 21.

Reports indicate that telephone and internet
communications in Lashio remain significantly
disrupted, making it difficult to contact local residents.
[BBC News, in Burmese]

Critics have described China's move as one of the most
blatant examples of Beijing's interference in
Myanmar’s domestic affairs. China essentially
facilitated an outcome for the Myanmar military that it
could not have achieved on the battlefield, they noted.
[The Irrawaddy]

Over Chinese 900 nationals repatriated
from scam centers in Myanmar

(dgl) China has repatriated over 900 of its citizens
suspected of working in internet scam operations
based in Myanmar's border areas. These repatriations
are part of an ongoing crackdown on online fraud
syndicates that have flourished in Myanmar’s lawless
regions amid its post-coup civil conflict.

The latest group of 920 Chinese nationals was
transferred at a border crossing with Yunnan Province
following arrests and raids by Myanmar authorities
since March 24. Seized items included mobile phones,
computers, and bank cards.

China’s ministry noted this followed the dismantling of
a major telecom fraud hub in northern Myanmar and
reported that over 55,000 Chinese fraud suspects have
now been apprehended through joint operations with
Myanmar.

Myanmar’s Border Guard Forces confirmed that over
1,000 more individuals—nationalities unspecified—
remain to be repatriated. [The Irrawaddy]

Thai authorities intercept weapons for
Myanmar's KNU

(hw) Thai authorities have reportedly intercepted
firearms intended for the Karen National Union (KNU),
an ethnic resistance organization based in
southeastern Myanmar along the Thailand-Myanmar
border. On April 22, members of the Royal Thai Police
discovered firearms on a Toyota pickup truck during a
routine check at Suthep, Chiang Mai Province. Two
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individuals, aged 27 and 28 from Mae Hong Son, were
arrested. Police found the firearms in boxes in the
truck bed. Reports indicate that more than two dozen
firearms and related equipment were confiscated.

The arrested individuals testified that the cargo was
intended for KNU members near Mae Hong Son, to be
delivered via Chiang Mai. They were reportedly paid
between USD 200 and 250 for each delivery, and this
was their third such run. Further interrogation of the
arrestees is underway. [Dawei Watch, in Burmese]

Indian power minister concludes visit to
Nepal with new agreements on cross-
border energy projects

(Im) Indian Union Minister for Power Manohar Lal
concluded a two-day official visit to Nepal on April 23,
following high-level meetings aimed at strengthening
bilateral cooperation in the energy sector. During his
stay, he met with Prime Minister KP Sharma Oli and
Deputy Prime Minister and Minister for Urban
Development Prakashman Singh, and co-chaired a
bilateral meeting with Nepal's Minister for Energy,
Water Resources and Irrigation, Dipak Khadka.

The talks focused on advancing joint initiatives in
power generation, cross-border transmission
infrastructure, and bi-directional electricity trade as
outlined in the India-Nepal Joint Vision Statement.
Minister Lal emphasized India’s strong interest in
supporting Nepal's solar power sector and in further
developing large-scale hydropower and strengthening
grid interconnections.

A major highlight of the visit was the signing of a
memorandum of understanding (MoU) between Nepal
Electricity Authority (NEA) and India's Power Grid
Corporation to form two joint venture companies in
each country. These companies will construct high-
capacity 400 kV double-circuit transmission lines: the
Inaruwa (Nepal)-New Purnea (India) and the Dodhara
(Nepal)-Bareilly (India) links. The agreement was
signed in the presence of both ministers.

Additionally, Minister Lal visited the 900-megawatt
Arun-3 Hydroelectric Project in Nepal's
Sankhuwasabha district, being developed by India’s
Sutlej Jal Vidyut Nigam (SJVN). He reviewed project
progress and inaugurated electromechanical works at
the powerhouse site, reaffirming the project's
importance in bolstering energy ties between Nepal
and India. [The Kathmandu Post]
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Concerns grow in Nepal as U.S. halts MCC
projects amid Trump administration cuts

(rs/hgk) Nepal faces uncertainty after the U.S.
announced the closure of the Millennium Challenge
Corporation (MCC), part of sweeping federal cuts led
by President Donald Trump’s Department of
Government Efficiency (DOGE). Although Kathmandu
has not yet received official communication,
government officials, including Prime Minister KP
Sharma Oli's economic adviser Yuba Raj Khatiwada,
confirmed that Nepal would formally request the
United States to reconsider its decision.

Nepal and the MCC had signed a Compact in 2017,
providing USD 500 million (NPR 68.5 billion) in U.S.
grants, supplemented by Nepal's rising contribution,
now at NPR 27 billion (USD 197 million). The total
planned investment reached approximately USD 697
million (NPR 95.5 billion), and was slated to increase to
USD 749 million (NPR 102.6 billion) after an MCC board
decision to fill funding gaps.

The projects focused on upgrading a section of the
East-West Highway and constructing crucial domestic
and cross-border energy transmission lines.
Implementation officially began in August 2023 with a
five-year completion deadline, following the Compact's
parliamentary ratification in February 2022, which
granted it the status of a treaty.

The U.S. aid freeze began with a 90-day suspension
under an executive order signed on January 20 and has
now culminated in the outright termination of MCC
programs in over 40 countries, alongside the
elimination of USAID. U.S. media reports suggest that
34 USAID projects worth NPR 46.12 billion (USD 317
million) have also been permanently halted in Nepal.

Khatiwada warned that abrupt abandonment by donor
countries severely damages the development
prospects of vulnerable nations like Nepal. He
criticized what he called inconsistencies in U.S. foreign
aid policy, particularly given MCC's strategic positioning
as a counterweight to China's Belt and Road Initiative.

Meanwhile, an MCC official confirmed to U.S. media
that all agency work would halt apart from a few active
construction projects, including Nepal's electrical grid
upgrades. MCC's shutdown was described internally as
part of broader efforts to drastically reduce U.S.
foreign aid expenditures.



Nepal's government stressed that, given the
parliamentary ratification of the MCC Compact, it
would formally urge the U.S. to resume the support.
Officials highlighted that abandoning the projects
would harm not only Nepal's infrastructure
development but also broader U.S. strategic influence
in South Asia. [The Kathmandu Post] [The Rising Nepal]

UAE foreign minister visits Nepal for high-
level meetings

(rs) Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Foreign
Affairs of the United Arab Emirates, Sheikh Abdullah
bin Zayed Al Nahyan, concluded a two-day official visit
to Nepal from April 22 to 23. He arrived in Kathmandu
with a high-level delegation, including Minister of State
for Foreign Affairs Ahmed Ali Mohamed Al Sayegh,
Assistant Minister for Economic and Trade Affairs
Saeed Mubarak Rashed Alhajeri, Assistant Minister for
Energy and Sustainability Affairs Abdulla Balalaa, UAE
Ambassador to Nepal Abdulla Jarwan Alshamsi, and
other senior UAE officials.

During his visit, Sheikh Abdullah held an official
bilateral meeting with a Nepali delegation led by
Deputy Prime Minister and Minister for Urban
Development Prakash Man Singh. He also paid
courtesy calls on President Ramchandra Paudel and
Prime Minister KP Sharma Oli.

At his meeting with President Paudel at Sheetal Niwas,
both sides discussed ways to enhance the traditionally
friendly Nepal-UAE relations. The President expressed
appreciation for the UAE's role as a reliable partner in
Nepal's social and economic development and hoped
for stronger future cooperation.

In his meeting with Prime Minister Oli, Sheikh Abdullah
expressed the UAE's willingness to encourage Emirati
businesspeople to invest in Nepal's tourism, energy,
and agriculture sectors. He also conveyed the UAE's
readiness to pursue a free trade agreement with
Nepal. Prime Minister Oli, in turn, requested expanded
Emirati investment, particularly in hydropower and
green energy sectors. [The Himalayan Times] [The
Kathmandu Post 1] [The Kathmandu Post 2]

U.S. Secretary of State refers to North
Korea as “nuclear-armed” in podcast
interview
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(kp) U.S. Secretary of State Marco Rubio has described
North Korea as a "nuclear-armed" country, marking a
notable shift in rhetoric amid the Trump
administration’s ongoing commitment to the
"complete denuclearization" of the Korean Peninsula.
Rubio’s comments were made during a podcast
interview released on April 23, where he outlined the
evolving global security landscape.

"We live in a world with a nuclear-armed North Korea,
with a nuclear-ambitious Iran," Rubio said, according to
a transcript provided by the State Department. His
remarks came as he compared today's security
challenges with those of two decades ago, when the
United States stood as a "unipolar power."

President Donald Trump has similarly referred to
North Korea in the past as a "nuclear power,"
acknowledging that North Korean leader Kim Jong-un
possesses "a lot of nuclear weapons." This language
has raised concerns among some analysts, who warn it
could be interpreted as de facto U.S. recognition of
Pyongyang's nuclear arsenal, potentially boosting Kim’s
domestic and international legitimacy.

Observers note that such references might be a
strategic move to entice Pyongyang back to
negotiations, though they risk complicating the
broader denuclearization goal long maintained by
Washington. [Yonhap News Agency]

U.S. lawmakers call on President Trump to
address issue of Japanese abducted by
North Korea

(fn) A bipartisan group of 17 U.S. lawmakers has
reached out to President Donald Trump in a letter,
urging him to make the return of Japanese citizens
abducted by North Korea during the 1970s and 1980s
a priority. The letter emphasizes Trump's previous
actions in drawing global attention to the abduction
matter, including his speech at the U.N. in 2017 and his
discussions with the families of the victims.

The lawmakers urged Trump to collaborate with Japan
in pressuring North Korea to achieve the release of the
victims, deeming it a chance for a significant foreign
policy achievement.

The letter also mentions Trump's past interactions with
North Korean leader Kim Jong Un and encourages him
to utilize this relationship to revive diplomatic efforts.
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While five of 17 abductees which Japan officially lists
were returned to Japan in 2002, there has been no
progress since that time. [Kyodo News]

Russia officially confirms North Korea’s
involvement in war

(dqgl) Russia has formally acknowledged for the first
time that North Korean troops are participating in its
war against Ukraine. In a report to President Vladimir
Putin, Russian Chief of General Staff Valery Gerasimov
credited North Korean soldiers with helping Russian
forces reclaim control of the Kursk region, citing their
"significant assistance" under a "comprehensive,
strategic partnership" between the two countries.

Putin congratulated his military, stating that the "full
defeat of the enemy in the Kursk border region" sets
conditions for further advances elsewhere along the
front. [Independent]

South Korean media previously reported that over
11,000 North Korean troops were deployed to the
Kursk region, though both Moscow and Pyongyang had
until now withheld confirmation. In March, South
Korean officials stated that North Korea had sent an
additional 3,000 troops after approximately 4,000 had
reportedly been killed or injured due to inexperience,
particularly in drone warfare. [CNBC]

Russia’s admission comes as former U.S. President
Donald Trump intensifies efforts to broker a ceasefire
between Moscow and Kyiv. The Trump administration
has pressed Ukraine to cede territory, including parts
of Crimea, as part of a potential truce — a proposal
President Volodymyr Zelenskyy has firmly rejected.

Zelenskyy and Trump met in Rome earlier on April 26,
shortly before Pope Francis's funeral. Describing the
talks as "very productive," Zelenskyy said on X that the
meeting was "very symbolic" and could become
"historic" if it leads to tangible results. [Volodomyr
Zelenskyy, X]

North Korea confirms troop deployment
to Russia for first time

(mm) After six months of silence, North Korean leader
Kim Jong-un and Russian President Vladimir Putin have
officially acknowledged that North Korea deployed
troops to fight alongside Russia in its war against
Ukraine. The acknowledgement comes after Moscow
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claimed the Kursk region had been "liberated" after
Russian forces expelled the last remaining Ukrainian
soldiers from the region. Kyiv has denied the claim,
with Ukrainian President Vlodymyr Zelensky stating
that Ukrainian troops are still operating within Russian
territory. [Reuters]

This marks the first official confirmation of military
cooperation between Russia and North Korea, after
months of refusing to confirm or deny widespread
media and intelligence reports. North Korea's state-run
news agency KCNA reported that Kim Jong-un made
the decision to deploy troops under the
comprehensive strategic partnership he signed with
Putin in June 2024. According to Ukrainian forces,
North Korea has since deployed an estimated 14,000
troops, including 3,000 reinforcements to replace
those killed or captured. North Korean soldiers have
reportedly suffered over 4,000 casualties whilst
fighting on the frontlines in the Kursk region, largely
due to initial inexperience in drone warfare, though
they are said to have adapted quickly. [The Guardian]
[VoA]

Following the announcement, the South Korean
government strongly condemned North Korea's
confirmation, calling it an "admission of a criminal act"
and a violation of the United Nations Charter and
Security Council resolutions. Seoul has urged North
Korea to immediately cease its illegal military activities
and withdraw its troops, warning that South Korea,
alongside the international community, will take strong
measures to protect its national security. [Korea
JoongAng Daily. 1]

Experts warn that the official acknowledgment
formalizes North Korea's military cooperation with
Russia, signaling a deeper, long-term military alliance
between the two countries. Observers in Seoul believe
Pyongyang's announcement is aimed externally at
securing greater benefits from Moscow by legitimizing
its wartime contributions. Internally, portraying North
Korean soldiers' efforts as "heroic" and "successful"
enables regime propaganda to contain negative
domestic sentiment over battlefield casualties. [Asia
News Network]

On April 29, shortly after the announcement, a North
Korean military delegation arrived in Russia to attend
an international anti-fascism event, just days before
Russia’s 80th Victory Day celebration on May 9,
commemorating the Soviet Union’s defeat of Nazi
Germany. Speculation is growing that Kim Jong-un may
personally attend the celebrations, following an
invitation from Putin during his visit to Pyongyang last
year. [The Korea Herald]
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Espionage concerns in Philippines
escalate as NBI links Beijing to ship
surveillance

(Im) Espionage tensions between the Philippines and
China continue to rise, following multiple incidents
implicating Chinese actors in surveillance activities
within Philippine territory and against Philippine naval
operations in the West Philippine Sea (WPS).

During a Senate hearing chaired by Senate Majority
Leader Francis Tolentino, the National Bureau of
Investigation (NBl)—a law enforcement agency under
the Department of Justice—presented findings
suggesting that Chinese maritime forces had advance
knowledge of Philippine naval resupply missions
before ships even departed from Palawan. Intelligence
gathered by military sources indicated that Chinese
ships were already tracking these missions, implying
ongoing surveillance or intelligence leaks. The
investigation intensified following the January arrest of
five Chinese nationals, referred to as the “Palawan 5,”
for allegedly spying on Philippine Navy and Coast
Guard activities.

The Senate inquiry also examined the separate March
19 arrest of six Chinese nationals and one Filipino in
Subic, accused of gathering intelligence on national
infrastructure and military assets. Senator Tolentino
warned that these espionage operations had reached
“crisis proportions,” urging authorities to prosecute the
suspects to the fullest extent under Philippine law.
[Philippines News Agency]

Defense Secretary Gilberto Teodoro Jr. reinforced the
concerns, linking the rise of Sinophobia in the
Philippines to actions taken by the Chinese Communist
Party under Xi Jinping's leadership. Speaking on April
23, Teodoro argued that it was not ordinary Chinese
citizens, but the aggressive policies of Beijing, that have
eroded trust. His remarks came after China issued a
travel advisory warning its citizens about harassment
in the Philippines following Manila’'s crackdown on
espionage activities. [PhilStar]

Meanwhile, Teodoro cast doubt on Beijing's claims that
three Filipinos detained in Hainan were spying inside
China. He questioned both the motive and the
plausibility, arguing that the Philippines' primary
security concerns focus on the West Philippine Sea, not
surveillance inside Chinese territory. The three
detained Filipinos had reportedly been participating in
a study program between Hainan and Palawan when
they were arrested. While initial speculation linked
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their detention to possible retaliation for Philippine
arrests of Chinese nationals, the Philippine
government has since stated there is no clear evidence
of retaliation. [Rappler]

These developments come against the backdrop of
heightened scrutiny over Chinese covert operations in
the Philippines, particularly after the high-profile case
of Bamban Mayor Alice Guo. Guo, later identified by
the NBI as Chinese national Guo Hua Ping with alleged
links to the Chinese Communist Party, was implicated
in Philippine offshore gaming operator (POGO)
controversies and fraudulent citizenship schemes,
leading to broader investigations into foreign
interference.

Indonesia and Philippines strengthen
defense and climate cooperation

(Im) The Philippines and Indonesia have agreed to
deepen their bilateral cooperation in both defense and
climate response efforts following a high-level meeting
between Philippine Defense Secretary Gilberto
Teodoro Jr. and Indonesian Defense Minister Sjafrie
Sjamsoeddin in Manila on April 23.

The meeting, held as part of Sjamsoeddin’s
introductory visit to Asia, built upon previous
engagements between the two countries, including a
courtesy call between Philippine President Ferdinand
Marcos Jr. and Indonesian President Prabowo Subianto
in September 2024. Officials from both sides
exchanged views on regional security, maritime
cooperation, and initiatives to boost defense industry
collaboration, logistics, and personnel exchanges.

Teodoro emphasized the importance of enhancing
joint disaster response operations, citing Indonesia’s
past deployment of helicopters to aid flood victims in
the Bicol region. Discussions also covered the training
of Armed Forces of the Philippines (AFP) imams in
Indonesia to counter radicalization, the deployment of
Filipino medical specialists to support military medical
development, and knowledge-sharing on indigenous
defense production. The latter aligns with the
Philippines’ newly enacted Self-Reliant Defense Posture
Revitalization Act (Republic Act 12024), aimed at
strengthening its domestic defense industry.

Both sides reaffirmed their shared interests as
archipelagic nations and agreed to explore further
cooperation beyond bilateral frameworks, including
through the Indonesia-Malaysia-Philippines Trilateral
Cooperative Arrangement, ASEAN-led platforms, and


https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-sduykty-l-utr/

possible joint peacekeeping operations under the
United Nations. The meeting also marks continued
preparations as the Philippines is set to chair ASEAN in
2026. [The Star] [Daily Tribune]

Philippines partners with Singapore to
launch digital leadership program for
10,000 officials

(jm) Philippine President Ferdinand Marcos Jr.,
accompanied by the chairpersons of the Civil Service
Commission (CSC) and the Private Sector Jobs and
Skills Corporation (PCORP), has signed a memorandum
of agreement (MOA) launching the Philippine Civil
Service Digital Leadership Program (DLP). The initiative
is a joint Philippine-Singapore commitment to upskill
more than 10,000 Filipino civil servants as part of
broader efforts to streamline and digitalize
governance.

Under the program, mid- to senior-level public officials
will attend three-day intensive workshops conducted
by Singapore’s National University of Singapore -
Institute of Systems Science (NUS-ISS). The workshops
are designed to equip civil servants with the skills
necessary to lead digital modernization initiatives
within government agencies. [Philippine News Agency]

Philippines seeks to lower U.S. tariffs to
zero during trade talks

(Im) The Philippines is aiming to negotiate a reduction
of U.S. tariffs on its exports to zero during upcoming
trade talks in Washington, Trade Secretary Cristina
Roque announced on April 28. The current U.S. tariff
rate on Philippine goods stands at 17 percent,
significantly lower than tariffs on other Southeast
Asian nations such as Thailand at 36 percent and
Vietnam at 46 percent.

Roque, who is scheduled to meet with American
commerce and trade officials this week, said Manila
has offered to increase its imports of U.S. agricultural
products, including soybeans and frozen meat, as part
of its negotiating strategy. The Philippines is also
eyeing expanded exports of semiconductors, coconut
products, and mangoes to the United States.

While U.S. President Donald Trump has temporarily
paused the implementation of reciprocal tariffs under
a 90-day window, Roque emphasized that the
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government aims to secure the most favorable terms
possible, particularly given the Philippines’
longstanding alliance with the United States. Roque
added that U.S. negotiators may present additional
demands during the discussions, but these would only
become clear once the meetings begin.

Trade between the Philippines and the United States
totaled approximately USD 23.5 billion (PHP 1.38
trillion) in 2024, with the U.S. recording a trade deficit
of about USD 4.9 billion (PHP 288 billion) with Manila.
By comparison, Washington's deficit stood at USD 45.6
billion with Thailand and USD 23.5 billion with Vietnam.
[Bangkok Post]

Philippines and New Zealand to sign
military agreement

(jto) New Zealand and the Philippines are set to sign a
Status of Visiting Forces Agreement (SOVFA) this week,
enhancing military cooperation between the two
nations. New Zealand's Defence Minister Judith Collins
will travel to the Philippines to sign the agreement,
which will establish a legal framework for military
engagement, facilitating cooperation, activities, and
exercises in both countries.

The agreement follows a commitment made by New
Zealand Prime Minister Christopher Luxon and
Philippine President Ferdinand Marcos Jr during
Luxon's visit to Manila last year. The treaty will now go
through a final ratification process in the Philippine
Senate.

Collins will also meet with President Marcos and hold a
bilateral discussion with Defence Secretary Gilberto
Teodoro. She emphasized New Zealand's commitment
to strengthening security relationships and upholding
the international rules-based order in collaboration
with regional partners like the Philippines.

The SOVFA builds upon two prior agreements—the
Mutual Logistics Supporting Arrangement (2024) and
the Defence Cooperation Arrangement (2012)—and
reflects New Zealand’'s ongoing efforts to solidify
defense ties in the Pacific, with similar agreements
signed with other nations like Fiji in 2023. Collins is
scheduled to return to New Zealand on May 2.
[National Tribune]
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Pakistan’s health and minerals expo
secures USD 375 million from Chinese
investors

(sn) Pakistan's Health, Engineering and Minerals Show
(HEMS) secured investment deals worth USD 375
million, as 200 Chinese firms took part in the event
between April 17 and 19. The HEMS expo allowed over
150 Chinese companies to engage in business-to-
business meetings, which resulted in signing 29
memorandums of understanding (MoUs), letters of
intent, and the aforementioned investment deals.

A key agreement resulted in a USD 60 million quartz
stone export deal involving a USD 10 million
investment component. Two other significant deals
occurred, including a USD 80 million technology
transfer contract in the electric vehicles sector, and a
USD 45 million joint venture in the manufacturing of
medical devices.

Pakistan’s Ambassador to China, Khalil Hashmi,
expressed the Chinese delegation's interest in several
other key sectors, including information technology,
salt, copper, gemstones, fluoride, and real estate.
Hashmi later praised Pakistani representatives for the
event's success while holding a dinner with Prime
Minister Shehbaz Sharif, which was attended by 800
delegates from 50 countries.

The HEMS event allowed Chinese companies to invest
and collaborate with Pakistani firms as both nations
continue strengthening their economic partnership.
Earlier in April, a separate Pakistani minerals summit
was held to attract investment into the mining sector
with representatives from influential nations, including
Canada, the U.S., Saudi Arabia, China, Turkiye, and
other countries. [Arab News]

India-Pakistan tensions reach critical
point in aftermath of Kashmir terrorist
attack

(sn/Im) Tensions between Pakistan and India have
surged to their highest point since the 1999 Kargil War,
following the April 22 terrorist attack in Pahalgam,
Indian-administered Kashmir, which killed 26 civilians
—the deadliest assault on non-combatants in the
region in a quarter of a century.

Indian authorities blamed Pakistan for supporting the
attackers, identifying two of the three suspected
gunmen as Pakistani nationals. A little-known militant
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group, Kashmir Resistance, initially claimed
responsibility for the attack but later retracted its
statement, citing a "cyber intrusion." Indian security
agencies allege the group is linked to Pakistan-based
organizations such as Lashkar-e-Taiba and Hizbul
Mujahideen. [Arab News 1]

Islamabad has denied any involvement, calling the
accusations “frivolous” and “politically motivated.”
Pakistan's Defense Minister Khawaja Muhammad Asif
suggested that the Pahalgam attack may have been a
"false-flag operation" and invited international
investigators to conduct an impartial inquiry. [Arab
News 2] [Arab News 3] [Arab News 4]

In response to the attack, New Delhi swiftly suspended
the Indus Waters Treaty, closed the Attari-Wagah land
border crossing, downgraded diplomatic ties, canceled
visas for Pakistani citizens, and warned of further
retaliatory measures.

For its part, Pakistan convened an emergency meeting
of its National Security Committee (NSC), chaired by
Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif, and announced
countermeasures, including suspending all bilateral
agreements such as the 1972 Simla Agreement, closing
its airspace to Indian airlines, expelling Indian
diplomats, and suspending visa privileges for Indian
nationals under the SAARC Visa Exemption Scheme.
[Arab News 5] [Arab News 6]

The suspension of the Indus Waters Treaty particularly
raised alarms. Brokered by the World Bank in 1960, the
Treaty allocates water from six major rivers between
India and Pakistan and is considered a binding
international agreement with no provision for
unilateral withdrawal. While immediate impacts are
unlikely, experts warn that India's suspension could
disrupt Pakistan's vital agriculture, hydropower, and
drinking water supplies, as the Indus system feeds 80
percent of its irrigated land. Islamabad has warned
that any attempt by India to block or significantly alter
river flows would be treated as an “act of war.” [Arab
News 7]

Pakistan also warned that India's move could set a
dangerous precedent internationally. Rana lhsaan
Afzal, an aide to Prime Minister Sharif, highlighted that
if India blocks Pakistan's rivers, China—lacking a formal
water-sharing treaty with India—could similarly restrict
flows of rivers like the Brahmaputra that originate
from the Tibetan Plateau. This could severely
jeopardize India's water security during floods or
droughts. Pakistan confirmed it is discussing the
situation with friendly countries and the United
Nations. [Arab News 8]
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Pakistan’s Defense Minister Khawaja Asif warned that
the next “two to four days” are “crucial” regarding the
likelihood of Indian military action, warning that a
military incursion by India was imminent. The risk of
limited Indian airstrikes or special forces raids across
the Line of Control (LoC) remains a key concern.
Meanwhile, military tensions on the ground have
intensified: Pakistani and Indian troops have
exchanged small arms fire across the LoC for four
consecutive nights. India has also conducted naval
exercises signaling high operational readiness. [Arab
News 9] [Reuters 1] [The Guardian]

International reactions have been swift. The United
States expressed strong support for India but urged
both sides to pursue a “responsible solution.” Analysts
note that Washington’s deeper partnership with New
Delhi, alongside global distractions, may limit American
mediation efforts in South Asia. [Arab News 10]
[Reuters 2]

China called for "maximum restraint" and backed
Pakistan's demand for a credible investigation. Saudi
Arabia and Iran offered mediation efforts, with Saudi
Foreign Minister Faisal bin Farhan and Iranian Foreign
Minister Abbas Araghchi engaging separately with both
Islamabad and New Delhi. Turkey’'s President Recep
Tayyip Erdogan also called for de-escalation, while the
United Nations Secretary-General Anténio Guterres
urged both sides to pursue peaceful dialogue to avoid
further deterioration. [Arab News 11] [Arab News 12]
[DAWN] [NDTV] [The Times of India] [Hindustan Times]
[Reuters 3]

Further complicating matters, speculation emerged
about Turkish military aircraft landing in Pakistan,
raising concerns of arms transfers. Turkey officially
denied any military deliveries, clarifying that the
landing was for refueling only. Nevertheless, Pakistan
and Turkey's strong defense ties—including
cooperation in drone technologies, shipbuilding, and
fighter jet development—remain closely watched by
India. [The EurAsian Times]

The Shanghai Cooperation Organization’s Regional
Anti-Terrorist Structure (SCO-RATS) also engaged with
Pakistan during this period, with its executive director
visiting Islamabad to discuss regional security
dynamics and counter-terrorism cooperation. [Arab
News 13]

Pakistan’s Finance Minister continues to
explore options amid U.S tariffs
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(sn) Pakistan's Finance Minister Muhammad Aurangzeb
continues to seek more goods from the U.S. in a bid to
remove non-tariff barriers, which he shared during an
interview with Bloomberg News. Pakistan’s
government continues to explore its available options,
which include importing U.S. crude oil.

During the discussion, Aurangzeb disclosed Pakistan’s
interest in purchasing more cotton and soybeans from
the U.S. This statement is indicative of Pakistan's
decision to open trade discussions with Washington,
including the recent opening of foreign direct
investment routes from U.S. firms to Pakistan's
minerals and mining sectors.

The following day, on April 22, Aurangzeb attended the
IMF-World Bank Spring Meetings in Washington. He
reiterated Pakistan's interest in rebalancing trade ties
and growing interest in international investment,
downplaying concerns over U.S. tariffs.

The investment discussion centered on Pakistan’s Reko
Dig Copper & Gold Mine Project in Balochistan, which
Aurangzeb believes can yield a win-win solution.
Washington is expected to send a high-level delegation
to Islamabad in the coming weeks to explore
opportunities for investment in Pakistan’s minerals,
green technology, and agriculture sectors.

The U.S. continues to play a major role in Pakistan's
economic future, being the largest export market for
the nation, with over USD 5 billion in exports as of
2024. Aurangzeb continues exploring options to
maintain stable economic growth as Pakistan looks to
avoid a boom-and-bust cycle moving forward. [Arab
News] [Arab News 2]

Pakistan’s Crypto Council engages with
major U.S. finance platform to advance
blockchain innovation

(sn) A delegation from World Liberty Financial (WLF), a
major U.S. organization, has signed a letter of intent
with Pakistan’s Crypto Council to advance Pakistan’s
blockchain innovation. The agreement was made
during the WLF delegation's visit to Islamabad and will
include assistance in stablecoin adoption and
decentralized finance integration across the nation.

Additionally, the partnership outlines regulatory
cooperation, including sandboxes for product testing,
real-world asset tokenization, and the expansion of
stablecoin applications for remittances. The WLF is
expected to provide trade and advisory support to


https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-sduykty-l-uhr/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-sduykty-l-uhr/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-sduykty-l-uhy/

establish sufficient blockchain infrastructure, which will
come into effect after the government announces an
expected suit of cryptocurrency legalization policies.

The WLF representatives also met with Pakistani Prime
Minister Shehbaz Sharif, Deputy Prime Minister Ishaq
Dar, Chief of Army Staff General Asim Munir, and
several other federal ministers. Finance Minister
Muhammed Aurangzeb stated that the partnership will
provide opportunities for investment and innovation,
as Pakistan looks to be a global leader in the
blockchain economy.

An estimated USD 300 billion in cryptocurrency
transactions are made annually through around 25
million active users, making Pakistan one of the world's
fastest-growing crypto markets. The government'’s
proactive approach is also expected to provide more
opportunities for its youth, which, along with the
technology sector, remains among Pakistan’s highest
economic priorities. [Arab News]

Pakistan, Russia vow to strengthen
counterterrorism cooperation amid
surging regional threats

(sn) Pakistan and Russia have reaffirmed their
commitment to strengthening counterterrorism
cooperation amid growing concerns over militancy in
Afghanistan and the wider region. The decision was
made during the 11th meeting of the Pakistan-Russia
Joint Working Group to Counter International
Terrorism, held in Moscow on April 22.

The Pakistani delegation, led by Special Secretary for
United Nations Affairs Nabeel Munir, and the Russian
side, led by Deputy Foreign Minister Sergey Vershinin,
held in-depth discussions on the evolving terrorism
landscape, including the increasingly transnational
nature of militant threats. Particular attention was
given to developments in Afghanistan, where Pakistan
accuses the banned Tehreek-e-Taliban Pakistan (TTP)
of launching cross-border attacks—an allegation Kabul
denies.

Russia, for its part, has faced its own security threats,
notably the deadly Daesh-claimed attack at the Crocus
City Hall concert venue near Moscow in March 2024,
which killed over 140 people.

The discussions emphasized the growing need for
adaptive and cooperative strategies in countering
international terrorism. Both sides recognized that
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collective efforts are essential to maintaining regional
and global stability.

The two countries agreed to hold the next meeting of
the Joint Working Group in 2026. The forum continues
to serve as a platform for Pakistan and Russia to
exchange best practices and experiences in combating
militancy. [Arab News]

Pakistan and Turkiye prime ministers
reaffirm commitment to strengthen
bilateral ties

(sn) Pakistan's Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif and
Turkish President Recep Tayyip Erdogan reaffirmed
their commitment to strengthening Pakistan-Turkiye
ties and collaborating on global challenges during
Sharif's official visit to Ankara from April 22 to 23.

At a joint press conference, both leaders called for an
immediate ceasefire in Gaza and reiterated their
demand for the establishment of an independent and
sovereign Palestinian state based on pre-1967 borders,
with East Jerusalem as its capital. Prime Minister
Shehbaz condemned the killings of over 50,000
Palestinians and emphasized the urgent need for
unhindered humanitarian assistance. President
Erdogan praised Pakistan's resolute stance on the Gaza
conflict and committed to continuing joint efforts
toward the realization of Palestinian statehood.

Beyond regional issues, Shehbaz and Erdogan
reaffirmed their alignment on bilateral and
international matters, describing the two countries as
acting in harmony across almost all key areas. They
stressed the importance of deepening cooperation in
energy, mining, information technology, agriculture,
artificial intelligence, cybersecurity, and defense
industries. Erdogan highlighted plans to promote
Turkish investments in Pakistan, including the
development of a free economic zone for Turkish
businesses.

The leaders also reviewed the progress made under
the High-Level Strategic Cooperation Council (HLSCC),
with the 7th session having been held in Islamabad in
February 2025. They expressed satisfaction with the
trajectory of multifaceted collaboration and committed
to launching joint projects across emerging sectors.

Prime Minister Shehbaz, accompanied by Deputy
Prime Minister and Foreign Minister Ishaq Dar,
Information Minister Ataullah Tarar, Special Assistant
Tariq Fatemi, and Ambassador Dr. Yusuf Junaid,
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stressed the importance of strengthening economic
ties through bilateral investments and joint ventures.
[Arab News] [The Express Tribune]

Pakistan and Afghanistan agree to boost
trade and connectivity amid efforts to
reset strained ties

(sn) Pakistan and Afghanistan have agreed to enhance
bilateral trade and connectivity following a visit to
Kabul by Pakistani Deputy Prime Minister and Foreign
Minister Ishaq Dar and special envoy Ambassador
Mohammad Sadiq. The visit aimed to address
mounting tensions that have strained relations
between the two neighbors, particularly over a rise in
cross-border militancy and Pakistan's ongoing
deportation drive against Afghan nationals.

Ties have been tense since the Taliban's return to
power in Afghanistan in 2021, with Islamabad accusing
Kabul of harboring militants responsible for attacks in
Pakistan’s western regions, a charge the Taliban
authorities deny. Tensions have been further inflamed
by Pakistan’s decision to deport over 900,000
undocumented Afghans since November 2023,
drawing condemnation from the Afghan government.
Accusations of arbitrary arrests and harassment have
also surfaced, though Pakistani authorities deny such
claims.

According to the Pakistani Foreign Office, Dar met with
Afghanistan’s acting prime minister, deputy prime
minister, and foreign minister during the visit. Both
sides held extensive discussions on peace, security,
and people-to-people contacts, and agreed to intensify
economic cooperation for mutual benefit.

The visit also connected with broader regional trade
initiatives. Dar held a telephonic conversation with
Uzbekistan's Foreign Minister Seyedov Bakhtiar
Odilovic, discussing progress on the planned
Uzbekistan-Afghanistan-Pakistan railway line project.
Pakistan hopes the three countries will soon sign a
framework agreement, positioning itself as a trade and
transit hub linking Central Asia to global markets.

Pakistan's relations with its neighbors remain fragile.
Tensions with India have escalated again following a
deadly attack on tourists in Kashmir, with both
countries announcing tit-for-tat diplomatic
downgrades. Meanwhile, ties with Iran have also been
strained after recent incidents along the border.
Against this backdrop, Pakistan is seeking to boost
trade connectivity and attract regional investment to
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support its path toward economic recovery. [Arab
News]

Pakistan, Iran leaders speak following
port blast, discuss regional tensions with
India

(sn) On April 26, Pakistani Prime Minister Shehbaz
Sharif held a telephone conversation with Iranian
President Masoud Pezeshkian, expressing condolences
over a deadly explosion at Iran’s Shahid Rajaee Port in
Bandar Abbas and discussing escalating regional
tensions involving India.

The explosion, which authorities believe was caused by
a fire at a hazardous materials depot, killed four
people and injured more than 500 others. The Shahid
Rajaee Port, Iran’s largest commercial port, suffered
significant infrastructure damage, with the blast felt
within a 50-kilometer radius. President Pezeshkian has
ordered an investigation into the incident and
dispatched Iran’s interior minister to the site.

During their conversation, Sharif conveyed Pakistan’s
solidarity with Iran, offered prayers for the injured, and
expressed sorrow over the loss of life. He also took the
opportunity to brief Pezeshkian on Pakistan’s position
regarding the latest tensions with India, following the
April 22 terrorist attack in Pahalgam, Indian-
administered Kashmir, which killed 26 civilians.

Sharif reiterated Pakistan’s denial of involvement in the
Kashmir attack, condemned militancy in all forms, and
emphasized that any attempt to weaponize water
through the suspension of the Indus Waters Treaty
would be firmly resisted. He also reaffirmed Pakistan's
support for the Kashmiri people's right to self-
determination in line with United Nations resolutions.
[Arab News]

Pakistan invites Turkmen energy firms
amid push to address energy crisis

(Im) Pakistan’s Planning Minister Ahsan Igbal has
invited Turkmenistan’'s energy companies to establish
operations in Pakistan as part of efforts to attract
foreign investment and alleviate the country’s growing
energy crisis.

Speaking at an event in Ashgabat, Igbal emphasized
that the Turkmenistan-Afghanistan-Pakistan-India
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(TAPI) gas pipeline project remains a priority. The
pipeline, designed to transport natural gas from
Turkmenistan's Galkynysh field to Pakistan and onward
to India, is seen as vital for enhancing regional energy
security and supporting Pakistan's green energy
transition.

Despite being envisioned in the early 1990s and
officially agreed upon in 2010, the TAPI project has
faced repeated delays due to security challenges,
geopolitical tensions, funding issues, and bureaucratic
hurdles.

Pakistan continues to grapple with an energy crisis
fueled by rising demand, depleting domestic
resources, poor management, and outdated
infrastructure. The country increasingly relies on
imported liquefied natural gas, further straining
foreign exchange reserves and exposing the economy
to global price volatility. Frequent power shortages and
a persistent circular debt problem continue to hamper
economic productivity.

Igbal reiterated that strengthening cooperation with
Turkmenistan in energy, tourism, mining, and related
sectors is essential to Pakistan's broader strategy of
becoming a regional trade and transit hub. [Arab
News]

United States maintains 10 percent tariff
on Singapore but agrees to explore
deepening economic ties

(Im) Deputy Prime Minister and Trade and Industry
Minister Gan Kim Yong said the United States is not
ready to lower its 10 percent tariff on imports from
Singapore, but both countries have agreed to continue
discussions to strengthen economic links.

Gan described his April 25 virtual meeting with U.S.
Secretary of Commerce Howard Lutnick as
“productive,” noting that Singapore’s trade and
investments support around 350,000 American jobs
and that the U.S. recorded a USD 30 billion trade
surplus with Singapore last year. Lutnick reportedly
acknowledged the strong and balanced relationship
between the two economies.

Gan emphasized that despite the tariff remaining in
place, both sides are committed to exploring a
practical way forward. He also extended an invitation
for Lutnick to visit Singapore to further deepen
bilateral trade and investment ties.
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The meeting followed U.S. President Donald Trump's
imposition of a sweeping 10 percent tariff on
Singaporean imports, effective April 5. In response to
escalating global trade tensions, Singapore’s Ministry
of Trade and Industry on April 14 downgraded its 2025
GDP growth forecast to between zero and 2 percent,
amid warnings of a potential technical recession. [The
Straits Times]

Singapore and United States reaffirm
defense ties at Mid-Term Defense Review

(Im) Singapore and the United States are strengthening
both economic and defense cooperation amid rising
global trade tensions and security challenges.

On the economic front, Deputy Prime Minister and
Minister for Trade and Industry Gan Kim Yong
announced on April 27 that the United States is willing
to explore "creative solutions" to mitigate the impact of
sweeping new U.S. tariffs on Singaporean exports.
Gan's statement followed a call with U.S. Commerce
Secretary Howard Lutnick, during which both sides
identified key sectors—such as pharmaceuticals and
artificial intelligence (Al) chips—for possible
concessions. Pharmaceuticals alone contribute over 10
percent of Singapore's exports to the U.S.,
underscoring the significance of protecting this trade
flow.

Gan emphasized that while the baseline 10 percent
tariff, imposed from April 5, is unlikely to be subject to
direct negotiation, the longstanding trust between
Singapore and the United States offers a pathway for
tailored solutions. He also underscored Singapore’s
commitment to robust export controls, particularly in
sensitive sectors like Al technologies, reassuring
Washington that Singapore would not be used to
circumvent international regulations.

No timeline for the finalization of the concessions has
been set, but Gan stressed that both countries agreed
to move quickly. Speaking during the election
campaign in Punggol GRC, Gan apologized for
temporarily stepping away from campaigning to
prioritize the national interest, reaffirming the
government's focus on economic resilience amid global
uncertainty.

Prime Minister Lawrence Wong also highlighted at a
recent rally that the People's Action Party's (PAP)
consistent, credible governance had earned Singapore
the trust necessary to secure such negotiations.
[Channel NewsAsia]
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In parallel with trade talks, Singapore also reinforced
its defense partnership with the United States. Deputy
Secretary for Policy at the Ministry of Defence,
Frederick Choo, met with senior U.S. defense officials
at the Pentagon on April 22 during the 10th U.S.-
Singapore Mid-Term Defense Review. The meeting,
hosted by John Noh, Performing the Duties of Assistant
Secretary of Defense for Indo-Pacific Security Affairs,
reaffirmed the strength of the bilateral defense
relationship.

Both sides emphasized the importance of reciprocal
access arrangements, including U.S. rotational
deployments in Singapore and Singapore’s training
opportunities in the United States. Discussions also
covered the regional security environment, with
shared concerns over tensions in the South China Sea
and a mutual commitment to upholding a free and
open Indo-Pacific. They pledged closer collaboration in
emerging areas such as space, cyber security, defense
industrial resilience, and innovative technologies.

During his visit, Deputy Secretary Choo also met with
Austin Dahmer, Performing the Duties of Deputy
Under Secretary of Defense for Policy, and Ashley
Manning, Principal Deputy Assistant Secretary of
Defense for Cyber Policy, to further deepen bilateral
coordination across strategic domains. [U.S.
Department of Defense]

Singapore and Fiji reaffirmed strong ties

(rt) Singapore's Prime Minister Lawrence Wong and
Fiji's Prime Minister Sitiveni Rabuka reaffirmed their
commitment to strengthening bilateral cooperation
during Rabuka’s official visit to Singapore from April 21
to 23.

Speaking at an official lunch on April 22, Wong
emphasized the importance of collaboration between
like-minded countries to navigate an increasingly
uncertain and turbulent world. He noted that
Singapore and Fiji, both small island states and
regional gateways, share a belief in multilateralism,
free trade, mutual respect, and inclusivity.

Both leaders agreed to deepen cooperation in trade,
investment, connectivity, climate resilience, and
human capital development. Wong highlighted the
vulnerability of small island developing states to
climate change and pledged Singapore's continued
support, including through global advocacy efforts at
forums like the Forum of Small States and the Alliance
of Small Island States.
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Singapore has provided capacity-building support to
over 6,200 Pacific officials under the Singapore
Cooperation Programme, with more than 1,500
participants from Fiji. Wong pledged continued tailored
support, including in digital transformation and good
governance.

Singapore, a dialogue partner of the Pacific Islands
Forum since 2022, also supports the region’s Strategy
for the Blue Pacific Continent, with initiatives such as
the Singapore-Pacific Resilience and Knowledge
Sharing package. [The Straits Times]

South Korea and China hold maritime
talks amid dispute over Yellow Sea
structures

(kp) South Korea and China held a working-level
maritime dialogue in Seoul on April 23 over heightened
tensions over steel structures China has installed in
overlapping waters of the Yellow Sea. The talks follow a
February standoff in the Provisional Maritime Zone
(PMZ), when Chinese authorities blocked a South
Korean vessel from inspecting a steel structure that
Beijing claims is a commercial fish farm.

The PMZ, established in a 2000 agreement between
the two nations, allows only fishing and navigation
activities in their overlapping Exclusive Economic
Zones, prohibiting other installations or developments.
Despite this, China has installed two semi-submersible
buoys and a fixed steel structure since 2018. The latter,
built in 2022 and equipped with a helicopter landing
pad, is described by Beijing as an aquaculture
management facility.

Seoul has raised concerns that the structures may
violate the bilateral agreement and undermine its
maritime rights, particularly in light of China’s
territorial assertiveness elsewhere in the region.
Oceans Minister Kang Do-hyung said the government
is reviewing a full range of possible responses,
including reciprocal measures and the potential
construction of its own aquaculture facility. No final
decision has been made. [The Korea Herald]

China defended its position stating that the
aquaculture facilities installed in the PMZ do not
violate the agreement. The Chinese foreign ministry
emphasized that China had "shared relevant
information and maintained communication" with
South Korea through official channels, and called on
Seoul to "view this in an objective and reasonable
manner." It also stressed that the two sides are
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"moving forward with negotiations and actively
carrying out cooperation" in the zone. No final
decision, however, has been made. [Newsweek][The
People’s Republic of China Ministry of Foreign Affairs]

South Korean government seeks removal
of U.S. tariffs ahead of high-level trade
talks in Washington

(kp) On April 23, South Korea and the United States
have agreed to work toward a comprehensive
“package” agreement by early July to resolve tensions
over newly imposed U.S. tariffs and to enhance
broader economic cooperation. The commitment
follows high-level “2+2" trade talks held in Washington
on April 25, involving South Korean Finance Minister
Choi Sang-mok, Industry Minister Ahn Duk-geun, U.S.
Treasury Secretary Scott Bessent, and U.S. Trade
Representative Jamieson Greer. [Republic of Korea
Ministry of Economy and Finance]

The proposed “July package” is set to address four key
areas: tariff and non-tariff measures, economic
security, investment cooperation, and monetary policy.
It comes ahead of the July 8 expiration of the 90-day
pause on “reciprocal” tariffs imposed by the Trump
administration on April 9. Minister Ahn previously
expressed South Korea's intention to seek full removal
of the tariffs, particularly the 25 percent auto duties
that went into effect on April 9, which have raised
concerns in Seoul over their potential impact on the
South Korean economy. Additional tariffs on certain
auto parts are expected to take effect no later than
May 3. However, South Korea remains steadfast in its
negotiation stance to not rush into an agreement.
[Yonhap News Agency 1]

To advance the agreement, South Korea's industry
ministry and the Office of the U.S. Trade
Representative will begin working-level consultations
this week. Greer is also expected to visit Seoul for high-
level talks during the ministerial Asia-Pacific Economic
Cooperation meeting set to begin May 15. In parallel,
senior security officials from both countries agreed to
place greater emphasis on shipbuilding cooperation by
centering efforts around their respective National
Security Councils (NSCs), following talks between
Principal Deputy National Security Adviser Kim Tae-hyo
and U.S. counterpart Alex Wong in Washington. The
two sides stressed that enhancing shipbuilding
collaboration would strengthen defense industry
cooperation and maritime security.
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South Korea emphasized the negative impact the
tariffs could have on its economy and requested
exemptions from both reciprocal and sectoral tariffs.
The Korean side also outlined a detailed proposal for
bilateral cooperation in shipbuilding, including
technological partnerships and investment plans,
aligning with the Trump administration’s push to
revitalize U.S. shipbuilding capacity. Discussions
between the NSCs also covered ways to create
synergistic effects between the Korean military and
U.S. Forces Korea, and agreed to prepare thoroughly
against North Korea’s nuclear and missile threats while
strengthening their combined defense posture.

Despite speculation that defense cost-sharing might
arise during talks, Choi confirmed that these matters
were not discussed, stating that they remain on a
separate negotiation track. On monetary policy, both
sides agreed to initiate related consultations between
South Korea's finance ministry and the U.S. Treasury.
The South Korean delegation also called for flexibility
in consideration of the country’s political schedule,
including the upcoming June 3 presidential election.
[Yonhap News Agency 2][Korea JoongAng Daily]

U.S. and South Korea strengthen nuclear
deterrence through tabletop exercise

(fn/mm) South Korea and the United States have
reaffirmed their commitment to maintaining the
Nuclear Consultative Group (NCG) under the
administration of President Donald Trump, countering
speculation about its potential discontinuation. The
NCG, launched after an April 2023 summit between
then-presidents Yoon Suk Yeol and Joe Biden, aims to
reinforce U.S. extended deterrence by ensuring that
South Korea is protected through the full range of
American military capabilities, including nuclear
weapons. The next NCG meeting is expected to be held
in South Korea as early as June, following the fourth
session in Washington in January 2025.

This reaffirmation of nuclear cooperation coincides
with the recent completion of a five-day "Iron Mace"
tabletop military exercise, designed to enhance joint
response capabilities against North Korea's nuclear
threats. Organized by South Korea's Strategic
Command and conducted under the NCG framework,
the exercise focused on integrating Seoul's
conventional forces with Washington’s nuclear
strategies through joint planning and crisis-response
simulations. It was the second such drill since its
launch in August 2024.
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Ahead of the exercise, the U.S. Army conducted its
first-ever nuclear environment training in South Korea
from April 15-16, aimed at strengthening the allies’
ability to operate under nuclear threat conditions. The
course was led by the U.S. Army Nuclear and
Countering Weapons of Mass Destruction Agency
(USANCA) and included 13 South Korean military
personnel.

The training is part of ongoing efforts to deepen
conventional-nuclear integration within the South
Korea-U.S. alliance in response to North Korea's
advancing nuclear capabilities. USFK stated the course
supports strategic preparedness and complements
joint tabletop exercises like last year's "Iron Mace 24."

The initiative follows an agreement at the October
2023 South Korea-U.S. defense talks to include realistic
nuclear threat scenarios in future joint drills in an
effort to intensify countermeasures to North Korea's
escalating nuclear threats. [The Korea Times] [Yonhap
News Agency]

South Korea and UAE pursue joint nuclear
power projects

(mm) South Korea and the United Arab Emirates have
agreed to expand their collaboration in nuclear energy
in international markets. The agreement was made
during a high-level nuclear cooperation dialogue held
on Aprill 22 in Abu Dhabi, led by South Korea's Second
Vice Foreign Minister Kang In-sun and UAE Energy
Minister Suhail Mohamed Al Mazrouei.

The two sides committed to pursuing joint nuclear
reactor projects internationally and expanding
cooperation beyond construction and operation to
include nuclear fuel supply chains, reactor
maintenance, and scientific research. Separately, both
officials also agreed to strengthen cooperation on
crude oil stockpiles and future energy technologies
such as hydrogen and solar power.

Vice Minister Kang highlighted the significance of the
Barakah nuclear power plant, South Korea'’s flagship
project in the UAE, and expressed hopes for deeper
cooperation in the “post-Barakah” era. Minister Al
Mazrouei emphasized the importance of nuclear
energy collaboration to meet growing clean energy
demands.

This South Korea-UAE strategic energy consultations
were established in 2018. The next round of the next
round of talks will be held in South Korea in 2026.


https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-sduykty-l-uur/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-sduykty-l-uuy/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-sduykty-l-uuy/

Separately, both officials also agreed to strengthen
cooperation on crude oil stockpiles and future energy
technologies such as hydrogen and solar power. [The
Korea Herald]

South Korea pursues significant arms
agreement with Iraq

(fn) South Korea aims to enhance its military footprint
in the Middle East by providing a wider range of
defense equipment to Iraq, which includes helicopters,
fighter jets, and air defense systems. High-level talks
were held at the IQDEX 2025 defense exhibition in
Baghdad, where officials from Irag's defense sector
and representatives from South Korea’s Defense
Acquisition Program Administration (DAPA) discussed
expanding a previous USD 92.7 million deal for two
KUH-1 Surion utility helicopters, signed in December
2024. Iraq is said to be interested in increasing the
scope of the agreement to incorporate the FA-50 light
combat aircraft and mobile air defense systems from
South Korean defense companies.

This prospective arms agreement indicates Iraq's
intention to broaden its military partnerships beyond
the traditional suppliers like the United States and
Russia. It forms part of South Korea’s overarching "K-
Defense" initiative aimed at establishing itself as a
prominent global arms supplier by capitalizing on its
sophisticated domestic technologies and its growing
reputation for dependable defense systems.

The Middle East, a region historically dominated by
Western and Russian arms manufacturers, is becoming
an emerging market for South Korean defense
products. Recent achievements include a partnership
agreement with the United Arab Emirates to
collaboratively develop and operate the KF-21

Boramae fighter aircraft, along with Saudi Arabia’s use
of the K239 Chunmoo multiple launch rocket system.
[The Defense Post]

China reaffirms support to Sri Lanka as
trade ties deepen amid U.S. tariff tensions

(Im) As Sri Lanka grapples with the fallout from newly
announced reciprocal tariffs by U.S. President Donald
Trump, China has moved to strengthen its economic
ties with the island nation. Chinese Commerce Minister
Wang Wentao is expected to visit Sri Lanka in June
2025 to advance trade cooperation, amid efforts to
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mitigate the impact of shifting global trade dynamics.
[Daily Mirror 1]

China and Sri Lanka agreed earlier this year to
expedite negotiations toward a long-delayed Free
Trade Agreement (FTA), which had stalled after six
rounds of talks in 2018 over disagreements on tariff
liberalization. Sri Lanka, currently seeking to diversify
its export markets beyond the United States and the
European Union, views the FTA as critical to securing
stable long-term access to Chinese markets. China
remains Sri Lanka’s largest import origin, with imports
valued at approximately USD 4.33 billion in 2024, while
Sri Lankan exports to China totaled about USD 251.9
million.

Against this backdrop, Chinese Ambassador to Sri
Lanka Qi Zhenhong emphasized China's commitment
to supporting Sri Lanka’s development and shielding
smaller nations from the adverse effects of U.S.
protectionism. Writing in a commentary, he criticized
Washington'’s tariff measures as destabilizing to global
trade and disproportionately harmful to developing
economies like Sri Lanka, particularly targeting key
sectors such as garments, rubber, tea, and gems. The
ambassador warned that the new tariffs could reduce
Sri Lanka's export earnings, erode foreign reserves,
worsen inflation, and jeopardize macroeconomic
stability.

Recalling the historic 1952 Rubber-Rice Pact between
China and Sri Lanka, Qi framed the current moment as
another opportunity for the two nations to stand
together against unilateralism and economic coercion.
He praised the strong foundation of China-Sri Lanka
relations, highlighting major projects such as the
Hambantota Port and Colombo Port City as examples
of Beijing's long-term investment in Sri Lanka’s
development under the Belt and Road Initiative. [Daily
Mirror 2]

During President Anura Kumara Dissanayake’s visit to
China earlier this year—the first foreign visit of his
presidency—both sides signed several cooperation
agreements covering Belt and Road cooperation,
agriculture, social welfare, and media exchanges. The
joint statement emphasized building a "China-Sri
Lanka community of shared destiny," with China
pledging deeper engagement across trade,
infrastructure, agriculture, and climate change
initiatives.

Sri Lanka-U.S. joint statement expected
on reciprocal tariffs following ‘fruitful’
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talks

(Im) President Anura Kumara Dissanayake announced
that Sri Lanka and the United States will soon issue a
joint statement regarding the recent reciprocal tariffs
imposed on Sri Lankan exports, following what he
described as productive discussions between the two
governments.

Speaking at an election rally on April 23, the President
said that a Sri Lankan delegation currently visiting
Washington held successful talks with U.S. officials on
April 22. The delegation is also in the U.S. for
discussions with the International Monetary Fund (IMF)
concerning Sri Lanka's Extended Fund Facility (EFF)
program.

President Dissanayake stated that the Deputy Finance
Minister had personally briefed him on the positive
outcome of the talks and reiterated that a joint public
statement will be issued shortly to outline the way
forward.

The discussions come amid heightened concern over
the potential reimposition of a 44 percent U.S. tariff on
Sri Lankan exports—a move that could significantly
impact the country's trade, particularly in its crucial
garment and manufacturing sectors. [Daily Mirror]

Sri Lanka, UAE to prioritize energy,
tourism, and investment ties in
strengthened bilateral partnership

(Im) Sri Lanka and the United Arab Emirates (UAE) have
pledged to strengthen cooperation in energy, tourism,
investment, and foreign employment, following the
signing of a landmark trilateral agreement between Sri
Lanka, India, and the UAE earlier this month.

During a meeting in Colombo on April 22, UAE Deputy
Prime Minister Sheikh Abdullah Bin Zayed Al Nahyan
praised President Anura Kumara Dissanayake’s
economic reforms and reiterated the UAE's support for
Sri Lanka's development agenda. President
Dissanayake highlighted new opportunities in port
infrastructure, the Colombo Port City project, energy,
tourism, and transportation, stressing Sri Lanka's
stable, investment-friendly environment. [the edition]

The bilateral meeting came soon after the trilateral
agreement aimed at transforming Trincomalee into a
regional energy hub. The pact outlines collaboration on
energy and infrastructure projects, including the
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construction of a pipeline connecting India and Sri
Lanka and the possible development of a new refinery.
It also foresees refurbishing the Second World War-era
Trincomalee Oil Tank Farm, partly controlled by Indian
interests.

The agreement reflects broader geopolitical
competition, with India seeking to counterbalance
China's influence in Sri Lanka, particularly following
China’s investments such as Sinopec’s planned refinery
in Hambantota. UAE's participation allows Abu Dhabi
to expand its footprint in South Asia, while reinforcing
India's role in Colombo's energy sector. [The
Interpreter]

U.S. Navy's guided-missile destroyer
transits Taiwan Strait

(lo) The U.S. Navy's guided-missile destroyer USS
William P. Lawrence transited the Taiwan Strait on April
23, marking the second such operation this year, U.S.
Indo-Pacific Command (INDOPACOM) confirmed.
[INHK]

The Navy described the transit as routine and in line
with international law. China, which claims sovereignty
over the strait, criticized the passage, accusing the U.S.
of distorting facts and threatening stability. [Reuters]

The Lawrence, part of Carrier Strike Group 1 with the
USS Carl Vinson, is currently operating in the Philippine
Sea. Meanwhile, U.S. forces are also participating in the
Balikatan military exercises in the Philippines.
[INDOPACOM]

Taiwan to make declaration of origin for
US-bound exports

(lo) Starting May 7, all products manufactured in
Taiwan and exported to the United States must include
a signed declaration of origin, Taiwan's Bureau of
Foreign Trade (BOFT) announced on April 25. [Taipei
Times]

On April 2, US President Donald Trump imposed a 32
percent tariff on imports from Taiwan, although
implementation was paused for 90 days later the same
day. On April 12, the US further exempted key
Taiwanese export categories from new tariffs,
including computers, smartphones, and
semiconductors (see AiR No. 15, April/2025, 3).
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The BOFT emphasized that the tightened regulations
aim to prevent third-country transshipment of goods,
particularly from China. Currently, the US imposes a
145 percent tariff on Chinese goods, while China has
retaliated with a 125 percent tariff on US exports (see
AiR No. 15, April/2025, 3).

According to the BOFT, the revised export
documentation requirements are intended to preserve
Taiwan's trade credibility and ensure compliance with
US regulations. Exports lacking the required
declaration will be denied customs clearance.
Companies found violating the new rules face fines
ranging from NTD60,000 to NTD3 million
(approximately USD 1,900 to 92,000). [Taipei Times]

President Lai Ching-te, meanwhile, stated that boosting
U.S. natural gas and oil imports will be a priority in
Taiwan-U.S. tariff talks to enhance Taiwan's energy
security.

Speaking at the National NGO Environmental
Conference, Lai emphasized the need for a stable
energy supply to meet Taiwan's 2050 net-zero goal. He
highlighted ongoing efforts to promote renewable
energy, conservation, and energy storage, and noted
that over NTD 400 billion (USD12.29 billion) has been
allocated for climate adaptation measures through
2026. [Taiwan News]

Taiwanese confidence in U.S. declines

(lo) Trust in the United States as a reliable security
partner has dropped sharply in Taiwan following
Donald Trump's return to the White House, according
to a Brookings Institution survey published on the April
25.

The poll, conducted from February to April, found only
37.5% of Taiwanese believe the U.S. would "likely" or
"very likely" intervene if China attacked Taiwan, down
from 44.5% last year. Trust in the U.S. as an ally also
fell, with just 23.1 percent of Taiwanese viewing it as
"trustworthy" or "very trustworthy," compared to 33.6
percent in 2024. [Brooking Institution]

The decline comes amid tensions over Trump's
criticisms of Taiwan's defense spending and trade
surplus, along with new tariffs. Researchers noted that
Taiwanese willingness to defend the island depends
heavily on perceived U.S. support.

Partisan divides were stark: around 50 percent of the
ruling Democratic Progressive Party (DPP) supporters
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trust the U.S., compared to just 3 percent of
supporters of the main opposition party, the
Kuomintang (KMT) supporters. Even among DPP
voters, confidence dropped 14 percentage points in
eight months.

Overall favorability toward the U.S. among Taiwanese
fell 20.8 points to 37.5 percent. [Brooking Institution]

Taiwan donates medical equipment to
Eswatini hospital

(lo) On April 25, Taiwan's Minister of Foreign Affairs Lin
Chia-lung announced a donation of advanced medical
equipment to Eswatini's Mbabane Government
Hospital to help strengthen the African nation's
healthcare services. The announcement was made
during his visit last week to Southern Africa nation, one
of 11 11 member states of the United Nations
maintaining full diplomatic relations with Taiwan.

The donation, which includes a CT scanner, fundus
cameras, and a patient monitor simulator, aims to
improve the quality of medical care in Eswatini,
according to Taiwan’s Ministry of Foreign Affairs
(MOFA). Lin, visiting as President William Lai's envoy,
made the announcement during a visit to the hospital's
Referral and Emergency Complex, a facility whose
renovation was also funded by Taiwan.

Lin emphasized Taiwan’s commitment to supporting
Eswatini's public health system, while Eswatini's
Minister of Health Mduduzi Matsebula expressed
gratitude and reiterated his country’s support for
Taiwan'’s inclusion in the World Health Organization.
[Taipei Times]

Taiwan and Eswatini have maintained formal
diplomatic relations since the latter's independence in
1968, with Eswatini remaining Taiwan's only African
ally.

Thailand and Cambodia set USD 5 billion
trade target by 2027 amid deepening
bilateral ties

(acs/ed) Thailand and Cambodia have committed to
raising bilateral trade to USD 5 billion (THB 186 billion)
by 2027, reaffirming their strategic partnership during
Prime Minister Paetongtarn Shinawatra’s official visit to
Phnom Penh last week.
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The visit marked the 75th anniversary of diplomatic
relations and featured high-level engagements,
including a royal audience with King Norodom
Sihamoni and a meeting with Senate President Hun
Sen. In a joint press conference with Cambodian Prime
Minister Hun Manet, both sides outlined a shared
vision of cooperation based on trust, mutual respect,
and benefit, with a joint action plan currently being
finalized to guide implementation.

Economic connectivity was a central theme. The two
leaders agreed to expedite negotiations on a bilateral
road transport agreement and launch cross-border rail
freight services to reduce logistics costs and improve
regional supply chains. These plans were reinforced
through agreements on the Thailand-Cambodia
Friendship Bridge and the construction of a new bridge
at Ban Pak Kard in Chanthaburi province. Both
countries also pledged to collaborate on de-mining
operations and develop special economic zones along
the border to support trade and investment.

Security cooperation was also emphasized.
Paetongtarn thanked Hun Manet for ongoing efforts in
combating cross-border online scams, with both
countries agreeing to further strengthen military and
police coordination to maintain stability along the
shared frontier. Environmental cooperation featured
prominently, with a memorandum of understanding
signed on transboundary PM2.5 pollution control. The
agreement calls for data sharing and joint capacity-
building to manage cross-border air quality challenges.

Labour and people-to-people cooperation were
advanced through commitments to strengthen legal
recruitment frameworks and ensure protections for
Cambodian workers employed in Thailand. The two
sides also expressed support for the “Six Countries,
One Destination” tourism initiative and agreed to
update border-crossing arrangements to facilitate
travel. The recent opening of the Thai Consulate
General in Siem Reap and the upcoming Cambodian
Consulate General in Songkhla are expected to
enhance these exchanges further.[The Nation]
[Bangkok Post]

In addition, on April 29, the government spokesman
announced that a Cabinet meeting will take place in
July between the two countries. This meeting will target
border issues with the attention on online scams,
human and drug trafficking and air pollution focusing
on a collective approach. The diplomatic visit will
enable stronger bilateral cooperation following the
75th anniversary of diplomatic relations visit.
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They are planning to exchange data and evidence
regarding criminal investigations, block mobile phone
and electronics responsible for online scams, enhance
border security and verify that Thai nationals working
in Cambodia have valid visa. Key government agencies
like the Ministry of Digital Economy and Society,
Foreign Ministry, Labour Ministry, Finance Ministry,
Customs Department, Royal Thai Police, military units,
and the Office of the National Broadcasting and
Telecommunications Commission were ordered to
collaborate in implementing the bilateral agreements.
[The Nation 2]

Thailand and South Korea strengthen
economic relationships at 2025 Ignite
Business Forum

(ed) The 2025 Ignite Thailand-Korea Business Forum
took place on April 22 to 23 in South Korea where
Thailand's Deputy Finance Minister, Julapun
Amornvivat, actively participated to the event. During
the event, he invited South Korean investors to
contribute to Thailand's sustainable finance efforts led
by the government. He's aiming the position of
Thailand as a leader in sustainable development in
Asia.

The event was co-hosted by the Royal Thai Embassy in
South Korea, The Korea Herald, the Thailand Industrial
Estate Authority, the Korea Chamber of Commerce and
Industry (KCCl), the Asean-Korea Centre, and the
Korean-Thai Chamber of Commerce.

The Deputy Minister highlighted four pillars to improve
the economic cooperation based on including a
commitment to offering transparent and globally
competitive incentives. These encompass a well-
defined tax structure, a simplified company
registration process, and a fast-tracked system for
foreign professionals and investors. Another point was
to establish world-class regulatory standards, led by
the Supervisory and Promotion of Financial Hub
Business.

He also underscored the importance of human capital
development, with a focus on equipping the workforce
with technological expertise, digital skills, and cross-
cultural capabilities. Additionally, the initiatives feature
a well-defined strategy for market engagement,
emphasizing cross-border financial transactions within
the region and promoting collaborative opportunities
between international financial institutions and local
enterprises where mutual benefits can be realized.
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Thailand was promoted as a strategic and vibrant
location for investor and a perfect gateway to the
Southeast Asian market while giving good
opportunities for both countries. [Bangkok Post]

Three Uyghurs resettled from Thailand to
Canada, but concerns persist

(Im) The last three Uyghur detainees held at Bangkok's
Suan Phlu Immigration Detention Center since 2014
have been resettled in Canada, marking the end of a
decade-long and controversial chapter in Thailand's
immigration and human rights history.

The three individuals, who held Kyrgyz passports, were
transferred under an agreement between Thai and
Canadian authorities after long negotiations supported
by the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees
(UNHCR). Their resettlement follows Thailand'’s
controversial deportation earlier this year of 40 Uyghur
detainees to China—a move that triggered
international condemnation from Western
governments and human rights organizations.

The Uyghur detention saga began in 2014, when
around 300 Uyghurs were arrested near the Thai-
Malaysian border. In 2015, the military government
allowed 173 women and children to resettle in Turkey
but forcibly repatriated 109 men to China, sparking
outrage after images of hooded detainees surfaced.
Throughout their years in detention, Uyghur migrants
faced overcrowded conditions, inadequate medical
care, and limited access to humanitarian aid and legal
support. Several reportedly died in custody.

Although Prime Minister Paetongtarn Shinawatra'’s
administration defended the recent deportations by
citing Chinese government assurances and a lack of
third-country offers, advocacy efforts ultimately
succeeded in securing Canadian acceptance for the
last three detainees. [Bangkok Post 1]

Despite this development, concerns persist over the
plight of seven remaining Uyghur detainees still
imprisoned in Thailand.

According to the People's Empowerment Foundation,
five of the detainees are serving six-year sentences in
Klongprem Central Prison for allegedly escaping a
detention center in 2020. They have one year left on
their sentences and fear being deported to China upon
release. Chairperson Chalida Tajaroensuk said her
group is actively working with embassies to secure
third-country resettlement for them before their
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release, and embassies have already begun requesting
detailed information.

The other two Uyghurs are detained at Bangkok
Remand Prison while facing trial for alleged
involvement in the 2015 Erawan Shrine bombing. Their
next court hearing is scheduled for May. The detainees
have reportedly indicated they prefer their trial to
continue as long as possible to avoid potential
deportation. Given the gravity of the terrorism
allegations, no third-country resettlement offers have
been made for them so far.[Bangkok Post 2]

Uyghur deportations, tariffs, and
academic freedom concerns strain
Thailand-U.S. trade talks

(Im) Thailand’s trade negotiations with the United
States have stalled amid a combination of human
rights controversies, academic freedom concerns, and
mounting economic anxieties. The delay comes as
Thailand faces a looming 36 percent U.S. reciprocal
tariff on its exports, particularly targeting its premium
jasmine rice sector, which could severely impact the
Thai economy.

Originally scheduled for April 23, the Thai delegation’s
trip to Washington, led by Deputy Prime Minister and
Finance Minister Pichai Chunhavajira, was postponed
after U.S. authorities requested Thailand to reconsider
key issues before negotiations could proceed. Prime
Minister Paetongtarn Shinawatra confirmed that no
new date has yet been set for the talks. Thailand
currently holds a trade surplus of approximately USD
45.6 billion with the United States, underscoring the
stakes of the stalled negotiations. [AIR No. 16,
April/2025, 4]

Two major controversies are at the heart of U.S.
concerns. First, the February 2025 deportation of 40
Uyghur men to China by the Thai government drew
international condemnation and triggered U.S.
sanctions against unnamed Thai officials. Deputy
Prime Minister and Defense Minister Phumtham
Wechayachai denied reports that he had been
blacklisted or denied a U.S. visa over the incident.
Nevertheless, the Uyghur deportations have become a
major diplomatic flashpoint. [Bangkok Post 1]
[Bangkok Post 2]

Second, the arrest of U.S. academic Paul Chambers
under Thailand's lése-majesté law has alarmed
Washington and human rights groups. Chambers, who
has lived in Thailand since 1993 and serves as a
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lecturer at Naresuan University, faces royal defamation
and computer crime charges related to comments
made during an academic webinar. Although
Chambers was released on bail with a surety of THB
300,000 (USD 9,000), his visa was revoked, and he
remains under judicial restrictions. The U.S. State
Department criticized the case as a threat to academic
freedom, while Chambers' family has urged the U.S.
government to halt trade negotiations until he is
permitted to leave Thailand. [Bangkok Post 3]

Trade anxieties are deepening domestically. Thailand's
rice sector is particularly vulnerable, with 849,000
metric tons of rice exported to the U.S. in 2024, valued
at THB 28.03 billion (USD 735 million). Thai exporters
warn that the 36 percent tariff could cause jasmine rice
prices to rise above USD 1,400 per ton, making it
uncompetitive compared to Vietnamese rice priced at
around USD 580 per ton. A 30 percent decline in rice
exports was already recorded in the first quarter of
2025, fueling concerns about farmer livelihoods.

Further complicating matters, Thai agricultural groups
have protested proposed concessions that would
reduce tariffs on U.S. corn imports from 73 percent to
zero. Domestic producers fear that an influx of cheap
corn would depress prices for rice by-products used in
animal feed, inflicting additional damage on rural
economies. Four major farm organizations have
petitioned the government to block these concessions.
[Bangkok Post 4]

Amid this escalating pressure, former prime minister
Thaksin Shinawatra, who is widely seen as the de facto
leader of the ruling Pheu Thai Party, has called for
calm. Speaking in Chiang Mai, Thaksin acknowledged
the impact of both the Uyghur deportations and the
Chambers case on bilateral ties but stressed the need
for Thailand to prepare detailed information and focus
on broader geopolitical positioning, particularly in light
of its relationship with China. He hinted that he may
seek court permission to travel to the United States to
assist informally in the talks, although he himself faces
upcoming court proceedings on separate lese-majesté
and computer crime charges.

Thaksin emphasized that Prime Minister Paetongtarn
Shinawatra would not directly participate in the tariff
talks, which remain designated as discussions between
the U.S. Trade Representative (USTR), the U.S.
Department of Commerce, and Thailand's Ministry of
Commerce. [Bangkok Post 3]
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Thailand and Azerbaijan strengthen
bilateral relationship

(ed) On April 21, during the 81st Session of the
Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the
Pacific (ESCAP), Thailand's Deputy Permanent Secretary
for Foreign Affairs met with the Deputy Minister for
Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Azerbaijan.

The two sides discussed enhancing bilateral
cooperation, particularly through strengthening private
sector engagement in the areas of economy, trade,
and investment. They also highlighted the importance
of promoting cultural exchange and tourism to foster
closer ties. Additionally, they proposed launching the
first Thailand-Azerbaijan Political Consultations to
institutionalize and deepen their diplomatic
relationship.[Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Kingdom of
Thailand]

Thailand partners with Luxembourg to
enhance financial cooperation and global
market access

(ed) During the 2025 Spring Meetings of the World
Bank Group (WBG) and the International Monetary
Fund (IMF), Thailand's Deputy Finance Minister met
with Luxembourg's Finance Minister to strengthen
bilateral economic cooperation.

Both sides agreed to deepen collaboration to support
Thailand’s efforts to develop itself as a regional
financial hub. Luxembourg, recognized as a leading
financial center in Europe, is seen as a potential
gateway for ASEAN countries seeking access to global
capital markets. Luxembourg's Deputy Finance
Minister expressed his country’s willingness to assist
Thailand in advancing its international market
engagement, wealth management services, and
financial innovation.

The two ministers also discussed the need for a more
flexible regulatory framework to foster financial
innovation while simultaneously strengthening
Thailand's financial ecosystem, talent development,
and infrastructure. The proposed legislation would
facilitate the entry of foreign businesses into Thailand's
financial sector, with licensing opportunities targeted
at eight areas: commercial banking, payment services,
securities, forward exchange contracts, digital assets,
insurance, and insurance brokerage.


https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-sduykty-l-ow/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-sduykty-l-ow/

The draft bill is currently under review at the Office of
the Council of State and is expected to be placed on
the legislative agenda for debate at the House of
Representatives in the coming months. [The Nation]

Thailand and Australia deepen
cooperation against transnational crime

(Im) Thailand and Australia have strengthened their
partnership to tackle transnational crime, with new
joint initiatives focusing on drug trafficking,
cybercrime, and cryptocurrency-based money
laundering. The move follows a high-level delegation
visit led by Pol Lt Gen Jirabhop Bhuridej, Commissioner
of the Royal Thai Police's Central Investigation Bureau
(CIB), to meet with the Australian Federal Police (AFP)
earlier this month.

Recognizing the growing complexity of international
criminal networks, both sides agreed to enhance
intelligence sharing, develop joint task forces, and
pursue technological integration. Thai officials
highlighted their operational strength in regional
fieldwork, particularly in the Greater Mekong
Subregion, while Australian authorities shared
expertise in global surveillance systems.

Drug trafficking remains a core concern, with Thailand
serving as a key transit country for methamphetamine
and heroin en route to Australia. Authorities noted that
drugs are often concealed within legitimate cargo
shipments, prompting discussions on creating a joint
database for real-time tracking of shipments and
suspects.

Cybercrime and digital asset-based money laundering
were also high on the agenda. While Australia
possesses advanced tools for tracing cryptocurrency
transactions, Thailand's legal system still lacks clear
mechanisms for admitting digital assets as evidence in
court proceedings. Both countries are now working
with partners like Interpol, Aseanapol, the Anti-Money
Laundering Office (Amlo), and Australia's Austrac to
strengthen financial crime controls.

In addition to operational coordination, Thailand and
Australia are focusing on institutional development.
Discussions included aligning Thailand’s Big Data
Centre with Australia's Investigation Management
System, enhancing data centralization to improve
predictive policing and cross-agency crime pattern
detection.
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Leadership training was another priority, with plans to
send Thai officers to the Australian Institute of Police
Management (AIPM) for advanced courses, while
Australian experts will support training efforts in
Thailand. Moreover, Thailand is considering
establishing a cybercrime coordination center modeled
after Australia's Joint Policing Cybercrime Coordination
Centre (JPC3), which integrates police, tech companies,
and banks in real-time operations. [Bangkok Post]

Cambodia, Vietnam strengthen economic
ties

(Im) On April 28, Vietnamese Minister of Industry and
Trade Nguyen Hong Dien and Cambodian Minister of
Commerce Cham Nimul held talks to further enhance
economic and trade relations between their countries.
The ministers discussed ways to increase bilateral
trade, aiming for a target of USD 20 billion. Both sides
expressed satisfaction with recent progress and
outlined steps to strengthen cooperation, particularly
in technology, e-commerce, and young entrepreneurs.

A key outcome of the discussions was the signing of a
preferential tariff agreement for Vietham-Cambodia
trade for the 2025-2026 period, which offers better
terms than those under the ASEAN Trade in Goods
Agreement (ATIGA). This agreement is expected to
boost trade by making it easier for both countries to
exchange goods at more favorable tariffs.

In 2024, Vietnam-Cambodia bilateral trade reached
USD 10.1 billion, reflecting a 17.5 percent increase
from the previous year. In the first quarter of 2025,
trade revenue stood at USD 3.2 billion, with Vietnam's
exports to Cambodia at USD 1.3 billion and imports
from Cambodia at USD 1.9 billion. [Viet Nam News 1]

These talks took place during the 50th anniversary
celebrations of Vietnam'’s reunification, with high-level
delegations from Laos and Cambodia attending the
event. The delegations, led by Thongloun Sisoulith,
General Secretary of the Lao People's Revolutionary
Party and President of Laos, and Hun Sen, President of
the Cambodian People's Party and Senate President,
also participated in a parade alongside Vietnamese
military forces, having joined in two full-scale
rehearsals. [Viet Nam News 2]

China and Vietnam eye deepening trade
promotion cooperation
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(Im) On April 25, Vietnamese Ambassador to China
Pham Thanh Binh met with Ren Hongbin, Chairman of
the China Council for the Promotion of International
Trade (CCPIT), in Beijing to discuss enhancing trade
promotion cooperation between Vietnam and China.

Building on the outcomes of Chinese Party General
Secretary and President Xi Jinping's recent state visit to
Vietnam, Binh called on the CCPIT to support
Vietnamese ministries, localities, associations, and
businesses in organizing trade promotion and
networking events throughout China. He reaffirmed
the Vietnamese Embassy’'s readiness to act as a bridge
to connect Vietnamese and Chinese enterprises.

Chairman Ren praised the strong cooperation between
the CCPIT and the Vietnamese Embassy in recent years
and expressed CCPIT's commitment to implementing
the memorandum of understanding signed with the
Vietnam Chamber of Commerce and Industry during Xi
Jinping's visit. He pledged CCPIT's support in facilitating
Vietnamese business delegations and encouraged
greater Vietnamese participation in CCPIT-hosted trade
and investment activities across China’s provinces and
cities. [Viet Nam News]

Laos and Vietnam strengthen bilateral
ties through high-level engagements

(hn/Im) Lao President Thongloun Sisoulith arrived in
Vietnam on April 28 to attend celebrations marking the
50th anniversary of Vietnam’s national reunification.
President Thongloun, who is also the General
Secretary of the Lao People's Revolutionary Party
(LPRP), is leading a high-ranking delegation of Lao
officials on a three-day visit. The delegation will
participate in the inauguration of Wharf No. 3 at the
Laos-Vietnam International Port in the Vung Ang
Economic Zone and engage in talks to strengthen
bilateral relations. [Viet Nam News 1]

The visit comes just days after Vietnamese President
Luong Cuong concluded his first state visit to Laos on
April 24-25—nhis first official overseas trip since taking
office in October 2024. During the visit, the Viethamese
President held talks with General Secretary of the
ruling LPRP Central Committee and President
Thongloun Sisoulith, and met with President of the Lao
National Assembly Saysomphone Phomvihane and
Prime Minister Sonexay Siphandone. [Viet Nam News
2]

In his meeting with Lao President Thongloun Sisoulith,
President Cuong reaffirmed Vietnam's consistent
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commitment to strengthening the special Vietham-
Laos relationship, celebrating the historic solidarity
that has underpinned both countries’ development.
Both leaders pledged to expand high-level exchanges,
boost inter-party and people-to-people cooperation,
and deepen bilateral political trust.

President Cuong also met with Prime Minister Sonexay
Siphandone, praising Laos’ political and economic
progress and expressing confidence in the success of
its future development plans. He reiterated Vietnam's
readiness to share experience, particularly in
administrative reforms, and urged continued support
for the Vietnamese community in Laos. [Viet Nam
News 3]

A major focus of the visit was enhancing economic
cooperation. Both sides reaffirmed their goal of
reaching USD 5 billion in two-way trade, targeting 10 to
15 percent growth in 2025. Infrastructure development
was prioritized, with special attention given to the
Hanoi-Vientiane Expressway and the Vientiane-Vung
Ang Railway. The expressway is expected to serve as a
major development corridor linking the East-West
Economic Corridor to the Indian and Pacific Oceans,
while the railway project aims to connect Central Laos,
Central Vietnam, and Thailand to broader international
trade routes, including European markets.
[Vietham.vn, in Vietnamese] [Vietnamplus, in
Vietnamese]

During the visit, President Cuong also announced a
USD 3 million Vietnamese-funded hospital project for
Laos, symbolizing the enduring solidarity between the
two countries. Several new cooperation agreements
were signed covering military cooperation, judicial
collaboration, and provincial partnerships. Both
countries also agreed to strengthen defense and
security cooperation, particularly in combating drug
trafficking, fighting high-tech crime, and repatriating
the remains of Vietnamese martyrs. Collaboration in
education, science, healthcare, culture, and people-to-
people exchanges—especially in border areas—was
also prioritized. [Viet Nam News 43

In security and defense, Vietnamese Minister of Public
Security Luong Tam Quang and Lao Deputy Prime
Minister and Public Security Minister Vilay
Lakhamphong agreed to intensify joint efforts against
drug trafficking, high-tech crime, and illegal
immigration. They also committed to ensuring security
for major political events and expanding training
collaboration. In parallel, Vietnamese Minister of
National Defence Phan Van Giang met his Lao
counterpart Khamliang Outhakaysone, reaffirming the
2025-2029 defense cooperation protocol and agreeing
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to strengthen delegation exchanges, border security
management, and defense industry development. [Viet
Nam News 5]

Beyond bilateral matters, Vietnam and Laos committed
to strengthening coordination at regional and
international forums, particularly within ASEAN and in
the management of Mekong River resources. The
leaders also emphasized deepening broader trilateral
initiatives involving Vietnam, Laos, and Cambodia,
aiming to enhance regional connectivity and
development.

Prime ministers of Vietham and Malaysia
reaffirm commitment to deepen ties and
strengthen ASEAN

(Im) Prime Minister Pham Minh Chinh and Malaysian
Prime Minister Anwar Ibrahim held phone talks on
April 28 at Malaysia's request, discussing bilateral
relations and regional developments.

Anwar Ibrahim updated his Vietnamese counterpart on
Malaysia's initiatives as ASEAN Chair, including efforts
to extend ceasefires in Myanmar and enhance
humanitarian assistance.

Prime Minister Chinh praised Malaysia's leadership and
emphasized ASEAN's central role in resolving the
Myanmar crisis and supporting disaster recovery
efforts. He reaffirmed Vietnam’s commitment to being
an active and responsible ASEAN member and pledged
continued support for Malaysia’s ASEAN chairmanship.

Both leaders agreed to maintain close coordination
and information exchange to further deepen the
Vietnam-Malaysia comprehensive strategic
partnership and strengthen ASEAN's unity and
centrality. [Viet Nam News]

Vietnam intensifies free trade push and
U.S. trade talks as 46 percent tariff
deadline nears

(cmc) Vietnam is ramping up diplomatic and economic
efforts to avert a looming 46 percent United States
reciprocal tariff on its exports, while simultaneously
accelerating its push for new free trade agreements
(FTAs) to shield its export-driven economy from
external shocks. The suspended United States tariffs—
set to take effect in July unless a deal is reached—could
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seriously undermine Vietnam'’s growth, as the United
States remains its largest export market.

On April 23, Trade Minister Nguyen Hong Dien
launched bilateral trade talks with United States Trade
Representative Jamieson Greer, proposing a resolution
grounded in mutual benefit. According to Vietnamese
state media, both sides expressed interest in
maintaining a stable and sustainable trade
relationship. Dien warned that the tariffs could disrupt
global supply chains and emphasized Vietnam's
readiness to resolve outstanding issues. [Reuters 1]

The following day, the Office of the United States Trade
Representative confirmed that Greer and Dien had a
productive virtual meeting. Both sides agreed on the
importance of making swift progress toward reciprocal
and balanced trade between the United States and
Vietnam. The ministers instructed their teams to
engage in technical discussions in the coming days to
address unfair trade practices and efforts to expand
market access. The meeting followed a phone call
between President Trump and General Secretary of
the Communist Party of Vietnam To Lam earlier in
April, signaling high-level engagement on both sides.
[Viet Nam News]

Just before the trade talks, Prime Minister Pham Minh
Chinh convened a high-level meeting urging his
negotiation team to be fully prepared and to ensure
that talks do not negatively affect Vietnam's
relationships with other trading partners. His message
highlighted the country’s cautious balancing act
between deepening ties with the United States and
maintaining its strategic relationship with China. On
April 18, Chinh had lauded Vietnam'’s “unique bond”
with the United States even as he presided over the
signing of 45 bilateral agreements with China during
President Xi Jinping's visit. Hanoi's muted reaction to
Xi's call to resist “unilateral bullying"—widely seen as a
jab at Washington—underscored Vietnam'’s strategy of
pragmatic nonalignment amid superpower rivalry. [The
Straits Times]

At the same time, the government is fast-tracking
efforts to broaden its trade footprint. Chinh has
directed the Ministry of Industry and Trade to
accelerate negotiations for new free trade agreements
(FTAs) with countries such as India, Brazil, Pakistan,
and Egypt, as well as regions including the Middle East,
Latin America, and Eastern Europe. The aim is to
reduce Vietham'’s vulnerability to trade concentration
and to soften the blow if U.S. tariffs take effect.
[Reuters 2]
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Vietnam already benefits from 17 FTAs, including the
Comprehensive and Progressive Agreement for Trans-
Pacific Partnership (CPTPP) and the Regional
Comprehensive Economic Partnership (RCEP).
However, these existing deals are now seen as
insufficient insulation from major geopolitical shifts,
prompting a push for broader economic hedging.

U.S. directive on Vietnam War anniversary
attendance sparks diplomatic tensions

(cmc) The United States has instructed its senior
diplomats in Vietnam, including Ambassador Marc
Knapper, to refrain from attending official ceremonies
marking the 50th anniversary of the end of the
Vietnam War, according to U.S. officials speaking
anonymously. The directive, issued amid rising
domestic political sensitivities under the Trump
administration, applies to key events on April 29 and
30 in Ho Chi Minh City. Veterans planning their own
reconciliation activities have also been informed they
will not receive official U.S. support. [The New York
Times]

The boycott of the anniversary events also follows
earlier moves by the Trump administration that
strained ties, including freezing and cutting funding for
war legacy programs such as Agent Orange cleanup
and the recovery of missing soldiers. A planned joint
exhibit at Vietnam’s War Remnants Museum,
highlighting postwar reconciliation efforts, has stalled.
Although limited funding for Agent Orange
remediation at Bien Hoa air base has been restored,
ongoing trade tensions—exacerbated by U.S. tariffs set
at 46 percent on Viethamese imports—continue to cast
a shadow over relations.

Vietnamese officials, however, have emphasized that
the anniversary is intended as a gesture of
reconciliation rather than division, confirming that U.S.
representatives had registered to attend. Reports
suggest that despite Washington’s internal directive,
embassy-level assurances of participation had been
given, highlighting a divergence between political
messaging in Washington and the approach taken by
diplomats on the ground. [VnExpress] [Radio Free Asia]

April 30, which marks the fall of Saigon and the
reunification of North and South Vietnam, holds deep
symbolic importance. Since normalizing diplomatic ties
in 1995, the United States and Vietnam have
developed a strong partnership based on trade,
education, and regional security cooperation. Analysts
warn that the nature of U.S. representation at this
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year's ceremonies could serve as a litmus test for the
future trajectory of bilateral relations under the Trump
administration.

Vietnam expects stronger oil and gas
cooperation with Algeria

(Im) Vietnam seeks to deepen cooperation with Algeria
in the oil and gas sector, particularly in petroleum
services, Deputy Minister of Industry and Trade
Nguyen Sinh Nhat Tan said during a meeting in Hanoi
on April 24 with Saleh Djeghloul, Chairman of the
Algeria-Vietnam Parliamentary Friendship Group.

Tan praised Algeria's role as a leading economy in
North Africa and a promising market for imports. He
highlighted the sharp growth in bilateral trade, noting
that Vietnam'’s exports to Algeria have reached nearly
USD 150 million so far this year, more than doubling
compared to the previous year. This momentum, he
said, offers a solid foundation to expand economic and
trade ties by leveraging each country's strengths.

He encouraged Algeria to make greater use of
Vietnam's agricultural products, seafood, processed
foods, consumer goods, and construction materials.
Tan also proposed updating the 1994 Bilateral Trade
Agreement to facilitate trade and urged greater
participation by Algerian businesses in trade events
such as the Vietnam International Sourcing fair in April
and the Vietnam Foodexpo in November.

In the energy sector, Tan called for Algeria's support to
ensure the stable and efficient operation of the joint oil
and gas venture, and to enable Petrovietnam's access
to new projects in the country. [Viet Nam News]

Party leaders of Vietnam and
Mozambique reaffirm commitment to
deepen ties

(Im) Party General Secretary To Lam hosted General
Secretary of the Mozambique Liberation Front
(FRELIMO) Chakil Aboobabcar in Hanoi on April 28 as
the two countries prepare to celebrate the 50th
anniversary of diplomatic relations. FRELIMO, originally
founded as a liberation movement against colonial
rule, is the ruling party of Mozambique and has led the
country since its independence in 1975. The visit,
coinciding with Vietnam's commemorations of the
Liberation of the South and National Reunification, was
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hailed as a meaningful symbol of enduring friendship
between the two ruling parties and nations.

During the meeting, the two leaders reaffirmed the
importance of maintaining strong political trust as a
foundation for expanding cooperation in fields such as
oil and gas, liquefied natural gas, mineral extraction,
food production, and healthcare. They emphasized
cultural collaboration, people-to-people exchanges,
and agreed to enhance party-to-party relations
through a cooperation agreement for the 2025-2030
period. Vietnam also expressed readiness to share
agricultural expertise to support Mozambique's food
security efforts.

Both sides praised the success of the Movitel
telecommunications joint venture between Viettel and
Mozambique’s SPI Company, and agreed to promote
its expansion into digital transformation and high-tech
sectors to improve living standards in Mozambique.

On international issues, the leaders committed to
continued coordination at multilateral forums such as
the United Nations, Non-Aligned Movement, ASEAN,
and the African Union. Party leader To Lam also
encouraged Mozambique's support for Vietnam and
ASEAN's positions on peacefully resolving maritime
disputes in accordance with international law,
particularly the 1982 United Nations Convention on the
Law of the Sea. [Viet Nam News]

Vietnam and Tunisia explore new
initiatives to deepen trade ties

(Im) Vietnam and Tunisia are exploring ways to deepen
bilateral trade cooperation following an online
business conference held on April 24, which brought
together 60 representatives from ministries, sectors,
and enterprises of both countries.

Discussions emphasized the need to negotiate a
bilateral preferential trade agreement, reduce tariffs,
and establish a Vietnam-Tunisia Business Council to
promote sustainable commercial relations. Tunisian
businesses highlighted Vietnam's impressive 2024
trade turnover of USD 786.29 billion and encouraged
investment and joint ventures in areas such as
processing industries, new technologies, and marine
aquaculture.

Two-way trade between Vietnam and Tunisia reached
USD 267 million in 2024, nearly tripling the previous
year's figure. Vietnam mainly exports footwear, coffee,
pepper, cashew nuts, seafood, and machinery to
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Tunisia, while importing seafood, dates, chemicals, and
animal feed materials.

Although market opportunities are growing—especially
with Tunisia’s strategic location and its participation in
the African Continental Free Trade Area—challenges
remain, including high import tariffs on some Tunisian
goods, rising Vietnamese export prices, and increased
shipping costs due to regional instability. [Viet Nam
News]

Announcements

Upcoming online events

30 April 2025 @ 10:00 - 11:00 a.m. (GMT-4), Harvard,
USA

Beyond the Brink: Rethinking Assured
Retaliation and the Nuclear Revolution

States stretch for nuclear postures beyond safe
second-strike capabilities, even when theory says that
should be sufficient for deterrence. This dissertation
suggests "third strike dynamics" as an explanation for
the gap: when a state threatens limited first use, it
keeps forces in reserve to deter retaliation with a
potential third strike. Thus, states pursuing coercion
expand their nuclear flexibility, while others adapt to
show determination against retaliation threats. Case
studies since the 1950s demonstrate the continued
validity of third strike dynamics. For more information,
please visit [Harvard].

30 April 2025 @ 1:00 - 2:40 p.m. (GMT-5), Stimson,
USA
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America at 100 Days: National Security
and Global Influence

This virtual event convenes Stimson experts to assess
how the first 100 days of the second Trump
administration have reshaped America's role in the
world. Across three focused sessions, the discussion
will explore how early policy decisions are impacting
U.S. alliances, national security, the economy, and
global governance. The conference will cover the
"America First" approach and what it means for U.S.
credibility, power, and influence within the context of a
rapidly evolving global order. Participants will be
informed about emerging global dynamics. For more
information, see [Stimson].

30 April 2025 @ 11:00 - 12:15 a.m. (GMT+2), German
Institute for Global and Area Studies, Germany

GIGA China Series

The GIGA China Series fosters a community of China
scholars who study China's politics, society, and role in
the world. Presenters present cutting-edge research on
topics ranging from domestic governance to
international relations, bridging advanced area
expertise with comparative and global perspectives.
Grounded in fields like Political Science, Anthropology,
Religious Studies, and Philosophy, the series presents
scholars of different global traditions. Each lecture
includes a talk and follow-up discussion with the
audience, promoting active engagement with the latest
research on contemporary China. For more
information, see [German Institute for Global and Area
Studies].

1 May 2025 @ 2:00 - 3:00 p.m. (GMT-5), Stimson, USA

Gambling on Armageddon: Costs and
Risks of Nuclear Modernization

Participants Christopher Preble, Elizabeth Threlkeld,
and Geoff Wilson discuss the United States' $1.7
trillion, 30-year nuclear modernization agenda in the
wake of Russia and China expanding their arsenals and
arms control agreements collapsing, bringing
heightened risk of a new nuclear arms race,
particularly with tactical nuclear weapons. The
speakers hold the opinion that such a race is not
inevitable and urge a more reflective U.S. nuclear
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policy designed to promote stability and reduce global
uncertainty. For more information, see [Stimson].

1 May 2025 @ 11:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. (GMT-5), The
Heritage Foundation, USA

Harnessing Medical Innovation to Make
America Healthy Again

The Heritage Foundation encourages an exchange of
ideas with leading medical researchers regarding how
to develop more advanced treatments like
photobiomodulation (PBM) and hyperbaric oxygen
therapy (HBOT). These proven treatments heal,
alleviate pain, and cure brain trauma. The event
examines how the Department of Health and Human
Services led by Secretary Robert F. Kennedy Jr. can
promote wider acceptance of such treatments in order
to heal the body as a whole and treat chronic disease.
Speakers will explore the politics and science of
implementing these innovations. For more information
see [The Heritage Foundation].

2 May 2025 @ 11:00 - 11:45 a.m. (GMT-4), Center for
Strategic and International Studies, USA

The Impossible State Live Podcast: Is
Trump Ready to Re-engage with North
Korea?

The Impossible State podcast hosts a discussion on the
Trump administration’s North Korea policy, moderated
by Dr. Victor Cha. Featured guest Mr. Sydney Seiler,
Senior Adviser at the CSIS Korea Chair and former
national intelligence officer for North Korea, shares his
insights. They explore the potential for a second
Trump-Kim summit, the administration’s policy
direction, and future U.S.-South Korea relations. The
episode offers expert analysis on the challenges and
possibilities ahead in managing North Korea
diplomacy. For more information, and to register, see
[CSIS].

5 May 2025 @ 12:00 - 1:30 p.m. (GMT-4), Institute for
Policy Studies, USA

Trump’s Mineral Dreams: Focus on
Ukraine and Greenland
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This conference delves into the Trump government's
efforts to source rare earth elements through the
signing of a mineral agreement with Ukraine and
desire for Greenland's mineral resources. Geopolitics
experts Roman Opimakh, former director of Ukraine's
Geological Survey, and Professor Klaus Dodds, an
expert in geopolitics, will present on both regions'
mineral resources. The conversation will examine if
U.S. actions could trigger geopolitical tensions and if a
mineral agreement would benefit Ukraine, and with
wider implications for global competition for
resources. For more information and to register,
please see [Institute for Policy Studies]

5 May 2025 @ 3:00 - 4:00 p.m. (GMT-5), Center for
American Progress, USA

Stealing From Our Children: Trump's
Dismantling of Head Start Harms Children
and Families

The Center for American Progress hosts a discussion
with Head Start directors, teachers, and parents about
the significant role of the program and the threats it is
facing today. Despite a 60-year track record of
improving education, health, and economic security for
poor families, Head Start has been subject to
unprecedented attacks during the second Trump
administration, including spending freezes, office
closures, and potential full defunding under Project
2025. The event highlights the devastating impact
these measures will have on families and communities
nationwide. For more information, and to RSVP, see
[Center for American Progress].

6 May 2025 @ 3:00 - 3:45 p.m. (GMT+2), European
Council on Foreign Relations, Germany

No brain, no brawn: How Trump 2.0
makes an EU Economic Security Network
essential

This webinar with Agathe Demarais and Abraham
Newman addresses their policy brief released just
recently on enhancing the EU's utilization of such
economic statecraft tools as sanctions and export
controls. Currently, a shortage of shared governance in
this area by the EU diminishes the effectiveness and
credibility of the bloc's actions on the international
stage. Speakers propose setting up a network within
the EU that is aimed at designing and applying these
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tools with the aim of enhancing coordination, raising
leverage, and enhancing the bloc's influence overseas.
For more information, and to register, see [European
Council on Foreign Relations].

Recent Book Releases

Andrew Dougall, Mediatizing the Nation, Ordering
the World: Struggles for Redemption in Britain and the
United States, Oxford University Press, 412 pages,
published August 19, 2024. For a review, see [LSE].

Claire Mercer, The Suburban Frontier: Middle-Class
Construction in Dar es Salaam, University of California
Press, 201 pages, published July 30, 2024. For a review,
see [Foreign Affairs].

Anthony Pagden, Beyond States: Powers, Peoples,
and Global Order, Wiley, 220 pages, published
September 11, 2024. For a review, see [Foreign
Affairs].

Richard A. Falk with Sasha Milonova, Patriotism to
the Earth: A Quest for Humane Global Governance,
Rowman & Littlefield Publishers, 348 pages, published
April 15, 2025. For a review, see [Foreign Affairs].

Wolfgang Streeck, Taking Back Control? States and
State Systems After Globalism, VVerso Books, 416
pages, published November 19, 2025. For a review, see
[Foreign Affairs].

Calls

The Latin American Society of International Law
(LASIL) invites paper proposals for its pre-conference
workshop “Narratives in International Courts and
Tribunals,” to be held online June 25, 2025. The
deadline for abstract submission is April 30, 2025. For
more information, see [LASIL].

The European Society of International Law (ESIL)
Feminism and International Law Interest Group
invites paper proposals for a preconference workshop
in the context of the ESIL Annual Conference 2025, on
“Reconstructing International Law,” to be held on
September 10, 2025, in Berlin. The deadline for
abstract submission is April 15, 2025. For more
information, see [ESIL].

The European Society of International Law (ESIL)
Interest Group on Peace and Security invites paper
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proposals for a preconference workshop in the context
of the ESIL Annual Conference 2025, on
“Reconstructing Peace: (Mis)Uses of International
Law,” to be held on September 11, 2025, in Berlin. The
deadline for abstract submission is April 18, 2025. For
more information, see [ESIL].

Jobs and Positions

International Rescue Committee - US is looking for a
Training Officer, Economic Empowerment. The
deadline for application submission is May 23, 2025.
For more information, see [IRC].

International Rescue Committee - US is looking for a
Senior Employment Specialist. The deadline for
application submission is May 23, 2025. For more
information, see [IRC].

United Nations Secretariat - US (Department of
Political and Peacebuilding Affairs-Department of
Peace Operations-Shared Structure) is looking for a
Political Affairs Intern - Research Analyst. The
deadline for application submission is May 10, 2025.
For more information, see [UN].

United Nations Joint Staff Pension Fund is looking
for a Trade Execution Officer. The deadline for
application submission is June 9, 2025. For more
information, see [UNJSPF].

United Nations Development Programme -
Switzerland is looking for a Programme Coordinator,
Women's Peace and Humanitarian Fund. The
deadline for application submission is May 9, 2025. For
more information, see [UNDP].

Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for
Human Rights is looking for a Human Rights Officer.
The deadline for application submission is May 2, 2025.
For more information, see [OHCHR].

United Nations Industrial Development
Organization is looking for a Legal Assistant Legal
Assistant Vienna, Austria G4. The deadline for
application submission is May 16, 2025. For more
information, see [UNIDQO].

British University in Dubai is looking for a
Lecturer/Assistant Professor/Associate Professor
of Law. The deadline for application submission is May
5, 2025. For more information, see [British University in
Dubai].
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University of Huddersfield is looking for a Lecturer
in Law (x2 posts). The deadline for application
submission is May 18, 2025. For more information, see
[University of Huddersfield].

Aston University - Birmingham is looking for a
Professor in School of Law & Social Sciences. The
deadline for application submission is May 15, 2025.
For more information, see [Aston University].

University of Hull is looking for a Lecturer in Law.
The deadline for application submission is May 9, 2025.
For more information, see [University of Hull].

University of Khorfakkan - Sharjah is looking for an
Assistant or Associate Professor in Public
International Law. The deadline for application
submission is May 5, 2025. For more information, see
[University of Khorfakkan].

University of Khorfakkan - Sharjah is looking for an
Assistant or Associate Professor in Administrative
Law and Constitutional Law. The deadline for
application submission is May 5, 2025. For more
information, see [University of Khorfakkan].

Birmingham City University is looking for a Head of
Department of Law. The deadline for application
submission is May 15, 2025. For more information, see
[Birmingham City University].
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We would greatly appreciate your feedback! Please
send any feedback you have regarding this newsletter
to: info@cpg-online.de

Also, don't forget to Like CPG on Facebook, and
browse our website for other updates and news!
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