
 

Grasp the pattern, read the trend

No. 18, May/2025, 1

Brought to you by CPG

 

Dear Readers,

Welcome to this week’s issue of the Asia in Review (AiR)

covering the latest events, developments and trends in

domestic politics, international relations and

geopolitics in East Asia, South Asia, and Southeast Asia.

I wish you an informative read and extend special

greetings to everyone who celebrates Romania’s

Independence Day, the Netherlands’ Liberation Day,

and the European Union’s Europe Day this week.

With best regards,

Henning Glaser

Editor in Chief

Webpage: www.cpg-online.de, Facebook:

https://www.facebook.com/CPGT
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China: Suspended Central Military

Commission member Miao Hua removed

from legislature

(ld) Admiral Miao Hua, a senior general in China’s

Central Military Commission (CMC), has been removed

from his post as a delegate to the National People’s

Congress (NPC), according to an announcement issued

on April 30 by the NPC Standing Committee. The

decision follows Miao’s suspension in late November

2024 amid an ongoing investigation into alleged

“serious violations of discipline,” a phrase commonly

used to denote corruption. [Xinhua, in Chinese]

As head of the CMC’s political work department and

widely seen as a confidant of President Xi Jinping, Miao

played a pivotal role in managing Communist Party

ideology and overseeing personnel appointments

within the People’s Liberation Army (PLA).

https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-shrhye-l-j/


He was last seen in public on October 7, 2024, during a

ceremony marking the 70th anniversary of the Xinjiang

Production and Construction Corps. Having joined the

PLA at age 14, Miao spent much of his early career in

party roles in Fujian province. His rise accelerated after

Xi Jinping took power, culminating in senior posts

including political commissar of the navy and, by 2017,

membership in the CMC as head of its political work

department. [South China Morning Post]

Miao’s expulsion comes amid the prolonged absence

from the public of He Weidong, the CMC’s second-

ranking vice-chairman and a member of the

Communist Party Politburo. He Weidong  has not

appeared publicly since March 11, with his

disappearance so far un-explained by the Chinese

Communist Party (see AiR No. 12, March/2025, 4).

In addition, General He Hongjun, also regarded as a

trusted Xi confidant and appointed in July last year as

executive deputy director of the CMC’s Political Work

Department, was reportedly taken away on April 20 for

investigation. Handpicked by Xi, he rose rapidly

through the military ranks—from major general in

2013 to general in 2024—and was believed to be the

successor to then-political chief Admiral Miao (see AiR

No. 12, March/2025, 4).

These developments have further fueled speculation

about power dynamics and power struggle within the

upper echelons of the military.

China: Former trade negotiator Wang

Shouwen reassigned to lesser role amid

US tariff tensions

(ld) Wang Shouwen, China’s former vice-minister of

commerce and a prominent figure in trade talks with

the United States during Donald Trump’s first

presidency, has been moved to a lower-profile position

within the All-China Federation of Industry and

Commerce (ACFIC), a semi-official chamber of

commerce under the Communist Party’s United Front

Work Department. [The Paper, in Chinese]

Wang, 59, is still six years away from the typical

retirement age for ministerial-level officials, and no

official explanation has been given for his transfer. The

Ministry of Human Resources and Social Security

announced the personnel changes on April 16, after

which Wang’s name was removed from the Ministry of

Commerce leadership roster.
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A key figure in crafting the 2020 US-China phase one

trade agreement, Wang had served as deputy

commerce minister since 2015 and rose to ministerial

rank as China’s top trade negotiator in July 2022. He

was appointed to the Communist Party’s Central

Committee later that year, highlighting his previously

rising political stature.

Wang has now been replaced by Li Chenggang, 58,

who previously served as China’s ambassador to the

World Trade Organization and as deputy envoy to the

United Nations Office at Geneva. Li’s appointment has

been interpreted by some observers as an indication

that Beijing may be preparing to resume substantive

trade discussions with Washington. However, Chinese

officials have publicly denied that any negotiations are

currently underway.

Wang previously worked closely with Liu He, President

Xi Jinping’s former top economic advisor, during

negotiations for the earlier phase one deal. His career

has been rooted in international trade, with earlier

assignments including a two-year posting in Tibet and

a term as vice-mayor of Nanjing from 2009 to 2010. His

successor Li is expected to coordinate trade policy

under Vice-Premier He Lifeng, a protégé of Xi who now

oversees economic relations with the United States.

[South China Morning Post]

Commentators cited by domestic and overseas outlets

have interpreted the reassignment as an attempt to

assign blame for the unresolved trade impasse, with

Wang potentially serving as a fall guy for the

deteriorating economic relationship with Washington.

[The Epoch Times, in Chinese]

China: Top financial regulator Wang

Jianjun under corruption probe

(ld) Wang Jianjun, vice-chairman of the China Securities

Regulatory Commission (CSRC), is under investigation

for suspected corruption, according to an

announcement on May 1 by the Central Commission

for Discipline Inspection (CCDI). The top Party anti-

corruption body stated that Wang, 57, is suspected of

“serious violations of discipline and laws,” a standard

phrase indicating a corruption probe. [CCDI, in

Chinese]

Wang’s case marks the latest high-profile investigation

in China’s ongoing anti-corruption campaign targeting

the financial sector. He is undergoing a disciplinary

review and supervisory investigation, as authorities
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intensify scrutiny of key regulators with access to

significant economic power and resources.

Appointed CSRC vice-chairman in 2021, Wang had

been responsible for oversight of financial institutions

and regulations governing China’s securities and bond

markets. He previously led the Shenzhen Stock

Exchange as party secretary and general manager,

where he gained prominence for reforming ChiNext,

China’s Nasdaq-style board for high-tech companies.

Wang has spent more than 30 years at the CSRC, rising

through the ranks since joining as a junior officer in the

Issuance Department in 1997. His reputation grew

sharply during his tenure as director of the Market

Supervision Department from 2012 to 2015, a period

during which he became one of the most powerful

figures in the Chinese financial system. He also served

in regional posts, including a two-year stint as deputy

director of the CSRC’s Yunnan branch.

Wang’s fall comes amid a broader crackdown launched

in early 2024, following President Xi Jinping’s directive

to intensify anti-graft efforts in sectors dense with

capital and influence, including finance, energy, and

state-owned enterprises. Since April 2024, the CCDI

has conducted inspections of the CSRC, resulting in the

investigations of several senior figures, such as former

disciplinary chief Wang Huimin, who was put under

scrutiny six years after retirement. [South China

Morning Post]

China: Nationwide protests over unpaid

wages as factory closures surge

(lb) Protests over unpaid wages have erupted across

China, with workers from electronics, construction, and

apparel sectors demanding compensation and benefits

amid mounting factory closures. The unrest comes as a

result of steep U.S. tariffs on Chinese imports and a

slowing domestic economy, which have pressured

many businesses into insolvency or near-collapse.

In Suining city, Sichuan province, workers from

Shangda Electronics—manufacturers of flexible circuit

boards—staged protests after not receiving wages

since January 2025 and losing social security

contributions since June 2023. Similar demonstrations

have taken place in Dao county, Inner Mongolia, and

Shaanxi, with workers decrying unfair dismissals and

unfulfilled wage agreements. In one case in Tongliao

city, desperate construction workers threatened to

jump from a rooftop unless their back pay was

delivered. [Radio Free Asia]

https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-shrhye-l-b/
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One of the most high-profile incidents occurred in

Wuzhen, Zhejiang province, where over 1,000 workers

from Shengdi Optoelectronics Technology went on

strike beginning April 28. Workers claim they have not

been paid for three to six months. A factory manager

blamed frozen accounts due to a supplier lawsuit, but

workers demanded a concrete wage repayment plan.

Authorities responded by detaining over a dozen

protesters and deploying auxiliary police. Court data

shows Shengdi owes nearly CNY 16.89 million (USD 2

million) in unpaid obligations.

Protests have also highlighted widespread abuses of

labor protections. In Hunan province, Guangxin

Sporting Goods dismissed more than 100 female

workers aged over 50 in 2024, citing “retirement age,”

but failed to offer severance or guidance on pension

procedures. Meanwhile, in cities such as Chongqing

and Xi’an, construction workers have continued to

confront companies and local governments over wage

arrears.

Goldman Sachs analysts estimate that up to 20 million

jobs—roughly three percent of China’s workforce—are

at risk due to the Trump administration’s 145 percent

tariff on Chinese imports. China’s central government

has responded by reiterating goals to stabilize

employment and manage external shocks but has not

offered new structural remedies. [BNN Bloomberg]

Experts argue that political control is tightening, while

economic reforms remain stagnant, leaving workers

increasingly vulnerable in a fragile labor market.

[Epoch Times, in Chinese]

China: Flaws in national college

admissions exposed again

(lb) A Chinese auxiliary police officer is demanding

justice after discovering that his chance at a medical

education was stolen more than three decades ago. Xi

Nan, now 54, sat for China’s national college entrance

exam (gaokao) in 1990. Believing he had failed, he

never received an admission notice and joined the

public security service in Henan province, where he

has worked ever since. But in 2022, he learned his

scores had been used by an impersonator who went

on to attend medical school and become a hospital

vice president.

The imposter, identified as Li Xi Nan, was dismissed

from his post and stripped of his academic credentials

after a routine review by the Mengzhou Municipal

Health Commission uncovered mismatches in identity

https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-shrhye-l-p/
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records. However, no criminal proceedings have yet

been launched against him. Xi has since turned to the

courts, suing for what he calls a “stolen life” and

demanding accountability from those who enabled the

fraud.

Cases like Xi’s are not isolated. Investigations in recent

years have uncovered systemic identity theft targeting

rural and low-income students. In 2018, Shandong

province found at least 242 cases of impersonation

involving stolen gaokao scores and revoked degrees

issued between 2002 and 2009. In 2020, two women

separately discovered their scores had been used by

others to gain university places in 1997 and 2004.

These cases have fueled concerns over bribery, local

government collusion, and the erosion of fairness in

what is often touted as China’s most meritocratic

institution – the college entrance exam.

Henan, Xi’s home province, has long suffered from

inequality in college admissions. In 2024, only 47

percent of Henan students gained college placements

through the gaokao, compared to 79 percent in

Shanghai and 77 percent in Beijing. Last year, Henan

produced the highest number of gaokao candidates

nationwide, with over 1.36 million test-takers. Many

come from farming communities and regard the exam

as their only path to upward mobility. Critics argue that

institutional bias, power-for-favor deals, and opaque

procedures continue to rob talented individuals of

their futures.

Xi Nan’s case has triggered widespread online debate,

with some netizens questioning whether local officials

protected the imposter or turned a blind eye for years.

The fact that the story has not been censored led to

speculations, may indicate a political rift or that

someone involved fell from grace. Authorities in

Qinyang city have now set up a joint investigative task

force including disciplinary and legal departments, but

observers warn that without systemic reform, justice in

such cases will remain the exception rather than the

rule. [Radio Free Asia]

China: Young people encouraged to

support country’s modernization

(lb) On the occasion of China’s Youth Day, President Xi

Jinping encouraged young people to take an active role

in the country’s modernization by contributing their

talents where they are most needed. In a letter

addressed to volunteer teachers working at a primary

school near the western border in Xinjiang, Xi praised

their dedication to education, ethnic unity, and

https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-shrhye-l-m/


regional stability. He urged young Chinese to cultivate

patriotism, develop professional skills, and uphold a

strong sense of responsibility. [China Daily]

According to the Communist Youth League’s latest

figures, China had 75.3 million registered members

and 4.3 million affiliated organizations as of December

2024. Last year alone, more than 6.4 million new

members joined. These statistics reflect the scale of

youth involvement in China’s development agenda and

the growing emphasis on channeling that energy into

science, culture, and public service. [Global Times]

China: Hong Kong police target family of

exiled activist in national security

crackdown

(lb) Hong Kong police have arrested the father and

brother of exiled pro-democracy activist Anna Kwok

under the city’s national security law, accusing them of

attempting to manage her financial assets. Kwok, who

is based in Washington, DC, is the executive director of

the Hong Kong Democracy Council and one of

nineteen overseas activists labeled fugitives by Hong

Kong’s national security police. Authorities have

offered a bounty of HKD 1 million (USD 127,000) for

her capture. [Reuters]

The arrests, made on April 30, mark the first known

use of the security law to pursue the family of an

alleged absconder. According to police and local

media, the men are suspected of helping Kwok change

the beneficiary details of a life insurance policy,

potentially enabling her to access its value. Her 68-

year-old father, identified as Kwok Yin-sang, has been

charged and denied bail. The 35-year-old brother was

released on bail as the investigation continues. The

next court hearing is scheduled for June 13.

The case has drawn sharp condemnation from human

rights organizations, which say it sets a dangerous

precedent. Human Rights Watch described the move

as “collective punishment” and called for the

immediate release of Kwok’s father. ChinaAid, a US-

based advocacy group, warned the arrests signaled a

“deeply unsettling” escalation in the authorities' efforts

to silence overseas dissidents by targeting their

relatives in Hong Kong. [The Guardian]

This crackdown reflects a broader trend of pressure on

the families of exiled activists. In recent months, the

relatives of other wanted figures—such as Tony Chung,

Frances Hui, and Carmen Lau—have reportedly been

questioned or harassed. While none of those cases led
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to charges, the prosecution of Kwok’s father

represents a new level of legal action under the

national security law. [Reuters]

China: Government accused of using

international institutions to target critics

(lb) The Chinese government is facing fresh human

rights accusation from the International Consortium of

Investigative Journalists (ICIJ) as it has released findings

of a major investigation on how Beijing is increasingly

using international platforms to stifle dissent far

beyond its borders. The joint project, China Targets,

involved over 100 journalists from 42 media outlets,

and documents a growing pattern of transnational

repression against exiled activists, critics, and minority

groups. [International Consortium of Investigative

Journalists]

The 10-month investigation is based on interviews with

105 individuals across 23 countries, many of whom

were harassed, surveilled, or threatened by Chinese

authorities. Those targeted include pro-democracy

advocates from Hong Kong and mainland China, as

well as Uyghur and Tibetan exiles. Some reported

digital surveillance and threats directed at family

members still living in China. Others faced pressure

through diplomatic backchannels and misuse of legal

instruments such as extradition requests. [Radio Free

Asia]

One key finding was China’s manipulation of

international institutions like INTERPOL and the United

Nations. Investigators claim that Chinese authorities

abused INTERPOL's Red Notice system to pursue

dissidents abroad, while parts of the UN were allegedly

used to identify and monitor human rights advocates

speaking out on abuses in Xinjiang and Tibet.

Protesters critical of Chinese leader Xi Jinping were also

silenced or detained during at least seven of his thirty-

one foreign visits since 2019. [International

Consortium of Investigative Journalists]

In one notable case, Chinese billionaire Jack Ma

reportedly attempted to convince a Chinese

businessman residing in France to return home, as

part of an effort coordinated with Chinese authorities.

The broader investigation suggests a strategy to

repurpose global rules and systems—originally meant

to uphold human rights—to instead suppress voices

critical of the Chinese Communist Party. [Radio Free

Asia]
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China: Hong Kong trans man challenges

updated ID gender policy in new lawsuit

(lb) Henry Tse, a Hong Kong trans rights activist who

won a landmark legal case in 2023 (see AiR No. 7,

April/2023, 2) allowing trans people to change the

gender on their ID cards without undergoing full

surgery, has launched a new legal challenge against

the government’s revised rules. Although the

Immigration Department updated its policy last year to

relax requirements, Tse argues that the current

version remains unconstitutional and discriminatory.

The new policy still mandates that applicants undergo

“partial” gender-affirming surgery—specifically, the

removal of breasts for trans men or the penis and

testes for trans women—as well as provide evidence of

ongoing hormone treatment. Tse’s lawyers argue these

conditions are medically unnecessary, overly invasive,

and amount to a violation of privacy rights guaranteed

under Hong Kong’s Bill of Rights Ordinance.

The updated requirements also set unequal standards

for trans men and women, according to the legal filing.

For trans women, sterilization remains a prerequisite—

a more invasive condition than the mastectomy

required of trans men. Tse’s team contends this

difference constitutes sex-based discrimination under

the Sex Discrimination Ordinance.

Tse is also challenging clauses that require trans

individuals to submit hormone level reports within 30

days of any government request, with consent for

indefinite sharing of medical data.

In addition to contesting the updated ID card policy,

Tse is seeking the legal recognition of his gender

beyond administrative markers. As the Immigration

Department has stated that ID card gender does not

represent a change in legal sex, Tse argues the

absence of a broader legal framework deprives trans

people of family and marriage rights. [Hong Kong Free

Press]

China: Xi urges structural reform in

preparation of next five-year economic

plan

(ld) Chinese President Xi Jinping has called for

structural adjustments to China's economy in response

to evolving global conditions, as the country begins

drafting its next five-year development plan covering

the period from 2026 to 2030. Speaking at a
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symposium in Shanghai focused on economic and

social development, Xi emphasized the need for a

forward-looking approach to shifts in the international

landscape. [Xinhua 1, in Chinese]

Xi stated that objectives and tasks for the 2026-2030

planning period should be based on in-depth analysis

and scientific validation to ensure their feasibility and

effectiveness. He urged policymakers to define clear

strategies and measures to achieve these goals in a

timely manner.

Xi also highlighted the importance of developing new

"productive forces" tailored to local conditions, which

he said should take on greater strategic significance in

the next planning cycle. In addition, he reaffirmed the

government’s commitment to stabilizing employment,

businesses, markets, and public expectations.

Addressing broader national concerns, Xi said China

must better coordinate development and security by

assessing internal and external risks in an integrated

manner. He added that authorities will formulate a

new set of balanced and accessible policy measures

aimed at improving the population’s livelihoods.

[Reuters]

China moves to formalize five-year planning process with

draft law

China is also advancing legislation to formalize and

standardize the drafting of its national five-year

development plans, aiming to strengthen strategic

guidance in economic and political planning. The draft

law on national development planning was submitted

for its first reading to the Standing Committee of the

National People’s Congress (NPC), China’s top

legislative body, during a session that began on April

27, according to state news agency Xinhua. [Xinhua 2,

in Chinese]

The proposed legislation, one of 23 bills undergoing

initial review this year, has not yet been made public.

However, it is intended to modernize the national

governance system by establishing legal standards for

formulating development plans. The law is expected to

be adopted following a third reading, potentially in

time for the next cycle of five-year plans covering the

period from 2026 to 2030, which are due to be

released in March 2026.

The State Council, China's cabinet, approved the

submission of the draft in February, emphasizing the

need to enhance the scientific, democratic, law-based,

and standardized formulation of national development

plans. The push for legislation follows more than a
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decade of preparation. The initiative first appeared in

the NPC Standing Committee’s legislative plan in 2013

and was later incorporated into the country’s broader

five-year plans for economic and social development.

Currently, planning agencies operate under

administrative regulations when drafting five-year

plans. By instituting a legal framework, the

government aims to reinforce the authority of

development plans and convert institutional strengths

into effective governance. [South China Morning Post]

China: April manufacturing index slumps

as Trump tariffs disrupt fragile recovery

(ld) China’s manufacturing sector contracted in April at

its sharpest rate in 16 months, as U.S. tariffs disrupt

recent signs of recovery and heightened pressure on

Beijing to intensify economic stimulus measures.

According to data released on April 30 by the National

Bureau of Statistics (NBS), the official manufacturing

purchasing managers’ index (PMI) fell to 49.0 from 50.5

in March, signaling a return to contraction and marking

the lowest reading since December 2023. The figure

also missed the median forecast of 49.8 from a Reuters

poll. [NBS, in Chinese]

Non-manufacturing activity growth also slowed, with

the corresponding PMI falling to 50.4 in April from 50.8

in March, though it remained just above the 50-mark

separating growth from contraction.

The NBS attributed the downturn to “sharp changes in

the external environment,” in an apparent reference to

the U.S. tariffs. They come at a difficult juncture for

China’s economy, which is grappling with persistent

deflationary pressures, weak household income

growth, and a prolonged crisis in the property sector.

The yuan weakened slightly against the U.S. dollar

following the PMI release, reflecting investor concerns

about mounting economic headwinds. [Think China]

China had leaned heavily on exports to support post-

pandemic recovery and only began implementing

policies to stimulate domestic demand in late 2024.

With the U.S. tariffs now dampening export prospects,

Beijing is expected to accelerate its fiscal and monetary

policy response. Analysts anticipate further cuts to

interest rates and reductions in the reserve

requirement ratio for banks to cushion the economic

impact.

Despite mounting challenges, National Development

and Reform Commission (NDRC) Secretary General
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Zhao Chenxin expressed confidence that China would

meet its 2025 GDP growth target of around 5 percent.

[Reuters 1]

However, major institutions including the International

Monetary Fund, Goldman Sachs, and UBS have

recently downgraded their forecasts for China’s

economic growth in 2025 and 2026, citing the impact

of U.S. trade measures. None currently expect China to

reach its official growth target. [CNBC] [Reuters 2]

[Capital Brief]

China: Chairman of Shenzhen's Golden

Key Group flees abroad after investment

collapse

(lb) Lin Chunhao, chairman of Guangdong Golden Key

Holding Group, fled overseas after publicly admitting

the company’s financial collapse. In a resignation letter

sent via the company’s internal messaging system in

mid-April, Lin revealed that the firm had collected CNY

1.34 billion (USD 180 million) from investors, all of

which had been spent. He also claimed personal losses

of CNY 720 million (USD 97 million) and urged those

affected to chase after the firm’s debtors instead of

him. [Epoch Times, in Chinese]

Golden Key Group, headquartered in Shenzhen,

operated across multiple industries and expanded

rapidly throughout China and into Southeast Asia.

Many of its investors were persuaded to join through

relatives, friends, or after attending financial training

courses. Promised annualized returns ranged from six

to nine percent, with some special products like the

“Stable Profit Plan” offering yields as high as twelve

percent. These promises, coupled with claims of

backing by “state-owned enterprises,” later proven to

be fake, encouraged many middle-class investors to

pour in amounts ranging from CNY 100,000 to CNY

700,000 (USD 13,000 to USD 97,000).

Golden Key's downfall adds to a growing list of

financial collapses in China’s Pearl River Delta region,

where high-speed economic growth has often

outpaced regulatory oversight. Experts suggest that

investor greed, overconfidence, and social trust in

“acquaintance networks” contribute to the recurring

nature of such schemes. [36Kr, in Chinese]

China: Foreign tech-talent pool now

includes South Korea’s semiconductor
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expert Lee Young-hee

(dz) Hubei University of Technology confirmed that

Lee, a 74-year-old pioneer of two-dimensional

semiconductor research and a foreign member of the

Chinese Academy of Sciences since 2021, silently

joined the university in November. His move comes

after mandatory retirement in Seoul and a fruitless

search for a research position.

He has since set up its Center for Low-Dimensional

Quantum Materials, meant to promote “new materials,

new energy, optoelectronics and biomedicine” while

grooming the next generation of chip scientists. [South

China Morning Post] [PubMed]

For Beijing, the hire fits a broader campaign to attract

foreign chip expertise to reduce reliance on foreign

competitors as U.S. export controls tighten. Reuters

recently traced how ministries and provincial funds are

“quietly” recruiting overseas engineers to bolster self-

reliance – a policy Xi Jinping calls “the key battle of

great power competition.” Lee’s appointment

underscores the academic “pull factor” of generous

funding and lab autonomy, even as Washington and

Seoul debate tighter screening of tech transfers.

Moreover, for Hubei, this is a chance to diversify

beyond the province’s foundry semi-conductor

projects. [Reuters]

China unveils high-speed uncrewed

submersible for ocean research

(lb) China has launched what it claims is the world’s

first high-speed uncrewed submersible, named the

Blue Whale. The autonomous research vessel was

unveiled on April 28, 2025, in Zhuhai. Built by Chinese

tech company Yunzhou, with funding from the

National Natural Science Foundation of China, the

vessel is designed primarily for typhoon tracking and

oceanographic research. However, given China’s track

record of dual-use technologies, the launch has raised

concerns among regional observers about the

submersible’s possible military applications. [Eurasian

Times]

The Blue Whale is a hybrid surface-submersible craft

measuring 11 meters (36 feet) and weighing 12 tons. It

can travel at speeds of up to 36 knots on the surface—

matching many naval warships—and submerge to

depths of 60 meters (200 feet) at four knots using

magnetic fluid drives for stealth. The vessel reportedly

remains submerged for up to 30 days and is designed

to operate even in the extreme conditions of a
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Category 12 typhoon. It carries a multibeam sonar for

high-resolution seafloor mapping and a modular

payload system that supports over twenty types of

equipment, including rocket-deployed sensors,

hydroacoustic monitors, and water quality detectors.

[Maritime Executive]

Despite claims that the vessel is strictly for civilian use,

concerns persist. Yunzhou, the manufacturer, also

produces swarming patrol boats marketed to Chinese

security forces, some capable of high-speed ramming

and interception. This history, along with prior

discoveries of suspected Chinese unmanned

underwater vehicles (UUVs) in the waters of the

Philippines and Indonesia, has led to accusations that

China may be using research vessels for covert military

purposes. These developments come amid growing

fears of China’s expanding undersea capabilities,

including minelaying and sabotage operations using

UUVs that are harder to detect than traditional

submarines. [Eurasian Times]

China: Major upgrades to nuclear

submarine fleet unveiled

(lb) China has for the first time publicly disclosed

technical specifications of its Type 094 nuclear-

powered ballistic missile submarine (SSBN), unveiling

details that suggest a significantly upgraded version of

the platform. The announcement was made during the

People’s Liberation Army Navy’s open day on April 23,

2025, and later reported by South China Morning Post

on May 2. [South China Morning Post]

The move marks a rare glimpse into one of Beijing’s

most closely guarded strategic assets and signals

greater confidence in the capabilities of its undersea

nuclear deterrent.

The new variant of the Type 094, known as Type 094A,

features a submerged displacement of 11,000 tons—

up from earlier estimates of 9,000 tons—and boasts a

maximum submerged speed of 30 knots, significantly

higher than the 20 knots previously projected. The

submarine’s diving depth has also improved, now

reaching 400 meters compared to the earlier 300-

meter estimate. These advancements point to deeper

structural and propulsion system enhancements

rather than a simple retrofit of older vessels.

Each Type 094A submarine is equipped with 12 JL-2

submarine-launched ballistic missiles. These missiles

have an estimated range of 7,000 kilometers, enabling
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the platform to strike targets as far as the

northeastern United States while operating from

waters near China. While China has not officially

confirmed whether these missiles are capable of

carrying multiple warheads, defense analysts widely

believe that some JL-2 variants may support Multiple

Independently targetable Reentry Vehicles (MIRVs).

In addition to its nuclear deterrent role, the submarine

carries six 533 mm torpedo tubes for conventional

defense, likely launching Yu-6 torpedoes modeled after

the U.S. Navy’s Mk 48. These torpedoes are capable of

speeds up to 60 knots and have a range of over 30

kilometers, providing the submarine with limited anti-

submarine and anti-ship capabilities. With an

estimated crew of 120 to 140 personnel, the

submarine supports a full range of operational

functions, including sonar monitoring, weapons

control, and nuclear reactor management. [Army

Recognition]

At least six Type 094 submarines are believed to be in

service, primarily based at Yulin Naval Base on Hainan

Island. The improved capabilities, particularly in stealth

and endurance, reflect China’s sustained investment in

strengthening its sea-based nuclear deterrent. The

unusual public disclosure appears to be a calculated

effort by Beijing to reinforce the credibility of its

second-strike capability, both to reassure domestic

audiences and to project strength to strategic

competitors. [South China Morning Post]

China: Police dismantle major Hong Kong

drug syndicate

(lb) Hong Kong police have arrested 99 individuals

aged between 13 and 74 following a month-long

citywide operation targeting online drug trafficking

networks. The anti-narcotics campaign, conducted

between March 30 and April 26, uncovered 68 cases

and resulted in the seizure of around 220 kilograms of

various drugs with a street value exceeding USD 15

million (HKD 117 million). [The Standard Hong Kong]

Among those arrested were 74 men and 25 women,

including 19 individuals under the age of 21—nine of

whom were students. The police have expressed

concern over the rising involvement of minors in drug

trafficking and have indicated plans to seek heavier

penalties under the Dangerous Drugs Ordinance.

The seized substances included 51 kilograms of

cocaine, 81 kilograms of ketamine, 33 kilograms of

heroin, 1 kilogram of methamphetamine, and over 12
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kilograms of cannabis. Authorities also confiscated 669

cannabis plants and approximately 900 cannabis oil

capsules. Notably, nearly 2,500 capsules of “space

oil”—a recently banned drug popular among youth and

often consumed via e-cigarettes—were also seized.

[Hong Kong Free Press]

As of the end of March, 171 people had been arrested

in Hong Kong for selling etomidate or “space oil,”

including 38 individuals under 21. In February, the

government added etomidate and similar compounds

to its list of dangerous drugs in response to growing

recreational abuse and trafficking among young

people. [Hong Kong Free Press]

Japan: Prime minister commits to

constitutional reform

(dql) On May 3, the 78th anniversary of Japan’s pacifist

Constitution, Prime Minister Shigeru Ishiba expressed

his intent to pursue the country’s first constitutional

revision.

In a video message to a pro-reform gathering, Ishiba—

who also heads the ruling Liberal Democratic Party

(LDP)—identified his top priorities as formally

recognizing the Self-Defense Forces and adding an

emergency clause to expand Cabinet powers during

major disasters. He emphasized the need to review

and modernize aspects of the postwar Constitution,

calling for national discussion and a public decision.

[Kyodo News]

Ishiba made the pledge as citizens in Tokyo held

separate events to express support or opposition to

revising Japan’s Constitution the same day.

A rally opposing constitutional amendment drew

approximately 38,000 participants in Koto Ward,

according to organizers. Opposition party leaders at

the event urged the Diet not to initiate revisions,

emphasizing the importance of safeguarding peace,

lives, livelihoods, and human rights under the current

constitution. [Nippon.com]

Meanwhile, a recent Asahi Shimbun poll revealed

continued majority support for constitutional revision

in Japan, with 53 percent in favor and 35 percent

opposed. This mirrors last year’s figures, though the

proportion opposing revision is now at a record low.

Support for change has remained above 50% since

2022, following Russia’s invasion of Ukraine.
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The poll, conducted annually since 2013, reveals

shifting attitudes over time. During former Prime

Minister Abe’s administration (2012–2020), opposition

to revision generally exceeded support. That trend

reversed under Prime Minister Suga in 2021 and has

continued under Prime Ministers Kishida and Ishiba.

Despite majority support for revision, only 31 percent

of respondents believe momentum for change is

growing among the public—an increase from 28

percent last year. Meanwhile, 65 percent say

momentum remains low. [Asahi Shimbun]

Japan: Prime minister expresses

opposition to proposal for a one-year cut

to consumption tax by rival parties

(ad) Prime Minister Shigeru Ishiba of the ruling Liberal

Democratic Party (LDP) has rejected an opposition

proposal to suspend the consumption tax on food for

one year, intended to ease the burden of inflation and

U.S. tariffs. The plan, pushed by the main opposition

Constitutional Democratic Party of Japan (CDPJ) ahead

of upcoming July House of Councillors elections, was

criticized by Ishiba as potentially burdensome for

businesses, which would need to adjust their systems

twice within a short time.

While ruling coalition partner Komeito is open to

discussing a food tax cut, Ishiba stressed that universal

measures like this would also benefit wealthier

households and might not effectively target those

most in need. He reaffirmed his cautious stance on

reducing the consumption tax and said there are no

plans for additional economic measures at this stage,

following recent government subsidies for utility and

fuel costs (see AIR No. 17, April/2025, 5).

Japan's current consumption tax stands at 10 percent,

with an 8 percent rate for food and beverages. As the

country faces demographic and fiscal pressures, the

ruling parties are set to begin discussions this month

on possible tax cuts and policies for a new economic

package expected by June. [The Mainichi]

Japan: Opposition party proposes bill

allowing married couples to choose

separate surnames

(ad) On April 30, the main opposition Constitutional

Democratic Party of Japan (CDP) submitted a bill to the
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House of Representatives seeking to revise the Civil

Code to allow married couples to choose separate

surnames. The proposal is based on a 1996

recommendation by the Ministry of Justice’s Legislative

Council, and it requires couples to decide their

children's surname at the time of marriage—a key

issue in the debate.

Other opposition parties, including the Democratic

Party for the People (DPFP) and Nippon Ishin (Japan

Innovation Party), also plan to introduce separate bills

during the current Diet session. However, differences

remain, particularly regarding how children's

surnames should be determined. While the CDP favors

deciding the surname at marriage to maintain

consistency among siblings, some DPFP members are

concerned about potential surname differences within

families. [The Mainichi]

Japan: Almost 60 percent support

regulating social media use during

elections

(ad) According to a Kyodo News survey on constitutional

issues, 58 percent of Japanese believe that laws should

regulate the spread of unverified information on social

media during elections. This comes amid growing

concern over partisan online content, such as that

seen during the re-election campaign of Hyogo

Governor Motohiko Saito. Another 29 percent of

respondents said social media platforms themselves

should take responsibility for regulation.

Although Japan recently passed a law to help remove

defamatory content from social media more quickly, its

impact has been limited so far, raising concerns ahead

of the upper house election. [Kyodo News]

Saito was re-elected in November 2024 after previously

losing his position following a no-confidence vote by

the Hyogo Prefectural Assembly over allegations of

power harassment. His campaign heavily relied on

social media to rebuild his public image, portraying

himself as a reformist challenging entrenched

interests. [NHK]

Post-election, concerns arose regarding the legality of

Saito's campaign practices. A PR company, Merchu Inc.,

disclosed in a blog post that it had been responsible

for strategic planning and management of Saito's

social media campaign. This raised questions about

potential violations of Japan's Public Offices Election

Act, which prohibits remunerating individuals or

entities for online election campaigning. [The Mainichi]
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Japan: Lowest ranked G7 country in 2025

World Press Freedom Index

(ad) In the 2025 World Press Freedom Index, Japan

ranked lowest among G7 nations, coming in at 66th

out of 180 countries—despite improving four spots

from the previous year. Reporters Without Borders,

which compiled the rankings, noted that while media

freedom is "generally respected" in Japan, political

pressure, entrenched business interests, and gender

disparities hinder journalists' ability to operate

independently. [Reporters Without Borders]

The report also criticized Japan’s exclusive "press club"

system, which limits access to official news

conferences to major domestic outlets, reinforcing self-

censorship and marginalizing foreign journalists.

The United States dropped two places to 57th, the

second-lowest in the G7, with the return of Donald

Trump to the presidency cited as a major factor in

what the group called a historic decline in press

freedom.

Norway retained the top position for the ninth year

running. Meanwhile, Ukraine ranked 62nd, Russia

171st, China 178th, North Korea 179th, and Eritrea was

at the bottom of the list. [The Mainichi]

Japan: BOJ sticks to rate hike plan, cuts

growth outlook

(ad) Bank of Japan Governor Kazuo Ueda announced

on May 1 that the central bank remains committed to

its interest rate hike strategy, despite growing

uncertainty over U.S. tariffs, which have led the BOJ to

revise down its economic growth and inflation

forecasts.

At a press conference following a two-day policy

meeting, Ueda said the BOJ has factored in the

significant impact of the tariffs imposed by U.S.

President Donald Trump, though their full effect

remains unpredictable. While the central bank kept its

short-term interest rate steady at around 0.5 percent

for a second straight meeting, it downgraded its

economic outlook. The BOJ now projects it will reach its

2 percent inflation target by the latter half of fiscal

2027–2028, a year later than previously expected.

[Reuters]
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Despite the delayed inflation timeline, Ueda

emphasized that this does not rule out a near-term

rate hike, noting that any changes in U.S. trade policy

could potentially prompt quicker action. The BOJ now

expects Japan’s economy to grow just 0.5 percent in

fiscal 2024, down from its earlier forecast of 1.1

percent and it has also trimmed its core inflation

forecast for fiscal 2025 from 2.4 percent to 2.2 percent.

Market reactions were swift, with the JPY weakening

against the USD as expectations for an imminent rate

hike diminished. Still, economists believe the BOJ may

proceed with a rate increase later in the year,

potentially in September or October.

Since March last year, the BOJ has raised rates three

times, ending a long period of ultra-loose monetary

policy. New projections show further downgrades: GDP

is forecast to grow 0.7 percent in fiscal 2026 (down

from 1.0 percent) and 1.0 percent in fiscal 2027, while

core inflation is expected to be 1.7 percent in 2026 and

1.9 percent in 2027. [Kyodo News]

Japan: 40 percent of prefectures provide

local financial support in response to US

tariffs

(ad) A Kyodo News survey revealed that nearly 40

percent of Japan’s prefectural governments are

providing or planning to provide financial aid to

businesses affected by U.S. tariffs. Out of 47

prefectures, 18 have already implemented or decided

to implement support measures for small and

medium-sized enterprises (SMEs) and sectors like

agriculture, forestry, and fisheries, while nine more are

considering doing so.

Among the 18, 15 are actively offering assistance, and

three plan to begin soon. Additionally, 90 percent of

prefectures have set up consultation services to advise

businesses on issues like cash flow. Examples include

Tottori Prefecture’s new loan program of up to JPY 3

billion (USD 20.8 million) for SMEs hit by sales declines

and Fukuoka Prefecture’s specialized loan scheme

launching on May 1.

All prefectures expressed concerns about the tariffs’

impact and urged the central government to continue

U.S. negotiations while also seeking broader financial

support and export diversification strategies. [Kyodo

News]
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Japan: Ongoing labor shortage contributes

to unemployment rate drop in fiscal 2024

(ad) Japan’s average unemployment rate dropped to

2.5 percent in fiscal 2024, down 0.1 percentage point

from the previous year, marking the first improvement

in two years amid a persistent labor shortage,

according to government data released.

The number of unemployed fell by 30,000 to 1.75

million, while those employed rose by 370,000 to a

record 67.93 million — the highest since records began

in 1953. Job losses due to dismissals declined by

20,000 to 220,000, and voluntary resignations stayed

flat at 750,000, indicating that many job seekers were

able to secure new roles despite being laid off.

In March alone, however, the monthly unemployment

rate ticked up slightly to 2.5 percent from 2.4 percent

in February.

Sector-wise, job growth was strongest in information

and communications (+8.2 percent) and hospitality

(+3.3 percent), while openings declined in retail and

wholesale (−7.7 percent) and lifestyle services (−6.9

percent).

Separately, the average job openings-to-applicants

ratio for fiscal 2024 dipped for the second straight

year, falling 0.04 point to 1.25, meaning there were 125

job offers for every 100 job seekers. Despite this,

experts say the labor market remains tight, with

economist Kisuke Yoshii predicting continued labor

shortages. [Japan Today] [Kyodo News]

Japan: Child population declines for 44th

consecutive year, hitting a new all-time

low

(ad) Japan’s child population dropped for the 44th

consecutive year, reaching a record low of 13.66

million as of April 1, according to government data

released ahead of Children’s Day. This marks a decline

of 350,000 from the previous year, with children under

15 now making up just 11.1 percent of the total

population—the lowest proportion since data

collection began in 1950.

Despite policy efforts like financial aid for families,

expanded childcare services, and flexible work options,

the government has struggled to reverse the long-term

decline in births. UN comparisons show Japan has the
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second-lowest child population ratio among countries

with over 40 million people, ahead only of South Korea.

The data also revealed a gender split of 6.99 million

boys and 6.66 million girls, with significantly fewer

children aged 0–2 (2.22 million) compared to those

aged 12–14 (3.14 million), highlighting ongoing low

birth rates. All 47 prefectures saw year-on-year

declines, with only Tokyo and Kanagawa having more

than one million children.

Japan’s child population peaked in 1954 at nearly 30

million, with a brief resurgence during the early 1970s

baby boom, but has declined steadily since 1982.

[Kyodo News]

Japan: Police warn of potentially deadly

types of toy guns sold online

(ad) Japan's National Police Agency (NPA) has identified

16 types of so-called "toy" guns sold online that are

actually lethal and violate the country’s firearms

control law. Manufactured in China, these guns

resemble toys with bright colors like yellow-green and

orange but are capable of firing metal bullets using

spring-loaded cartridges, giving them the power of real

handguns.

The Metropolitan Police Department first discovered

the weapons during a 2022 cyber patrol and has since

confirmed their danger through analysis. Despite

efforts to remove listings with the help of domestic e-

commerce platforms, similar items continue to be sold

online—often labeled as suitable for children.

Police have so far confiscated about 1,100 of these

illegal weapons and have taken legal action in around

30 cases. Although no injuries have been reported,

authorities are urging the public to report any sightings

rather than purchase the items. Some overseas

vendors, particularly in China, reportedly continue to

sell them despite warnings and takedown requests.

[The Mainichi]

Mongolia: Government approves new tax

guidelines, regional development projects

(fs) The Government of Mongolia addressed several

major policy issues at its regular meeting on April 30.

The Minister of Finance B.Javkhlan presented the

implementation of corporate income tax exemptions,
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and guidelines will be developed to clarify eligibility

requirements and ensure alignment with sectoral

policies. The General Department of Taxation was

tasked with issuing standardized recommendations

and methodological advice.

The government also adopted resolutions to boost

development in the northern region. Some initiatives

include preparing feasibility studies for a thermal

power plant in Mörön province, constructing several

national highways in Khuvsgul and Bulgan provinces,

and supporting four-season tourism through

concessional loans.

Additional projects involve building regional theaters,

expanding air transport infrastructure, and

establishing an economic and logistics hub in the

region. Plans also include upgrading technical

education to meet labor market demands and

improving healthcare facilities.

Separately, a revised regulation on scholarships, loans,

and grants for higher education students was

approved. The updated framework includes provisions

to align domestic and international study programs,

support disabled students, and offer scholarships to

children of herders pursuing agriculture-related

degrees. The regulation also ensures tuition coverage

for students with disabilities pursuing degrees

domestically and internationally. [Sonin]

Mongolia: Government reviews major

reforms to public procurement and

Development Bank operations

The 5th Meeting of the Economic Development Board

under the Prime Minister of Mongolia convened on

May 5 to discuss reforms to the public procurement

system and the Development Bank of Mongolia.

Chief of the Cabinet Secretariat Uchral Nyam-Osor

presented the draft Law on Public Procurement,

proposing a shift from low-price competition to quality-

based selection.

The reform aims to improve procurement practices by

incorporating environmental and social impact

indicators, eliminating financial guarantees for tenders

under USD 2.8 million, and digitizing processes using

AI. Legal disputes would be resolved by an

independent council under international standards.

Board members welcomed the proposed changes,

emphasizing the importance of further digitalization
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and inclusive procurement.

The draft Law on Amendments to the Development

Bank Law was also introduced. It outlines plans to

transform the Bank into an export-import-focused

institution to support economic diversification.

Following past issues with nonperforming loans, the

Bank has repaid over USD 2.8 billion in debt and

fulfilled international bond obligations.

The new law seeks to ensure project transparency,

require co-financing, and increase private sector

contributions. Prime Minister Oyun-Erdene endorsed

the reforms and confirmed that the draft law will be

submitted to Parliament. [Montsame]

Mongolia: UPC Renewables to develop

major wind energy project

(fs) The National Energy Reform Committee of

Mongolia signed a Memorandum of Understanding

with global renewable energy development company

UPC Renewables in New York on April 29 to develop a

2,400 MW wind farm in Dundgobi province, south of

the country.

The project aims to harness Mongolia’s abundant

renewable energy resources to supply clean electricity

domestically and export to regional markets,

particularly China. It is also expected to improve the

reliability of Mongolia’s central energy grid and

contribute to national carbon emission reduction

goals.

Deputy Prime Minister of Mongolia Dorjkhand Togmid

emphasized the country’s strategic commitment to

expanding renewable energy exports and promoting

green development.

UPC Renewables Asia Pacific CEO Andrew John

Sutherland highlighted the project’s potential to attract

international investment and support sustainable

industrial growth in Mongolia.

In addition to energy production, the agreement

includes the establishment of a training centre in

Mongolia to develop local expertise in renewable

energy operations and manufacturing of project

components. [Akipress]

Mongolia: Tourism expected to reach 10

percent of GDP by 2030
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(fs) Mongolia aims to increase tourism's contribution to

its GDP from the current 3-4 percent to 10 percent by

2030, according to Mongolian Minister of Culture,

Sports, Tourism, and Youth Nomin Chinbat.

The country’s target is to attract 2 million annual

tourists, which could generate approximately USD 4

billion. In 2024, Mongolia welcomed a record 808,000

international visitors, with year-on-year growth at 9

percent, and aims to raise it to 16 percent.

A significant milestone in improving connectivity was

the landing of United Airlines’ first flight to Mongolia,

via Tokyo, on May 1. This route is expected to at least

double U.S. tourist numbers, which exceeded 22,000

last year. Most tourists currently come from China,

Russia, and South Korea.

To support projected growth, Mongolia plans to invest

USD 4 billion in tourism infrastructure, including roads,

hotels, and camps. Chinbat emphasized the

importance of sustainable development, ensuring that

both Mongolia’s natural environment and local

communities benefit from tourism expansion. [CNBC]

North Korea: 50,000-Unit housing project

in Pyongyang begins final stages

(kp) North Korea is pushing forward with the final

phase of a five-year plan to construct 50,000 new

homes in its capital city, with the goal of completing

the ambitious project by the end of 2024. The

development has focused on two major areas:

Songhwa and Hwasong. The first stage was completed

in Songhwa in 2022, with another 30,000 units

constructed in Hwasong over the next three phases.

The fourth and current stage in Hwasong began in

February of this year. Once completed, the five-year

plan will significantly expand residential capacity in

Pyongyang, though the country’s broader housing

conditions remain difficult to assess due to limited

external access.

State-run Korean Central News Agency (KCNA)

reported May 5 that structural construction is now fully

under way for the latest 10,000 apartments in

Pyongyang’s northeastern Hwasong district. The

housing initiative, which began in 2021 under the

directive of North Korean leader Kim Jong-un, aims to

build 10,000 units annually in the capital. [KCNA]

Special military construction units have reportedly

improved their procedures to accelerate the

framework phase of construction, while the Ministry of
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Social Security has enhanced equipment usage rates to

support the effort. These changes are expected to

speed up completion as the project enters its final

stretch. [Yonhap News Agency]

North Korea: Kim Jong-un calls for

revolutionizing armored force

(dql) North Korean leader Kim Jong Un has stressed the

need for a "second revolution in armoured force,"

underscoring the importance of producing advanced

tanks and armored vehicles to modernize North

Korea's military, North Korean state media reported on

May 4. [KCNA 1]

During a visit to a key tank factory, he highlighted

"great progress in the core technology of Korean-style

tanks.” The inspection is part of a broader effort to

enhance the country’s conventional capabilities –

widely seen as inferior to South Korea’ – alongside its

nuclear and missile programs. Recently, Kim also

attended the launch of a new naval destroyer – a

5,000-ton “Choe Hyon-class” warship – and drone tests

(see AiR No. 17, April/2025, 5). [Korea JoongAng Daily]

While unconfirmed, South Korean and U.S. officials

suspect North Korea may be receiving military support

from Russia in exchange for supplying weapons and

troops for the war in Ukraine. South Korea’s National

Intelligence Service (NIS) believes that in return for its

support for Russia in the war in Ukraine, Pyongyang

has received military equipment such as

reconnaissance satellites, drones, electronic warfare

systems, and SA-22 surface-to-air missiles from

Moscow (see article in this edition). [Reuters]

The inspection came days after North Korea has

conducted the first test-firing of its new “Choe Hyon-

class” warship (see AiR No. 17, April/2025, 5), named

after an anti-Japanese revolutionary, on April 28 and

29. [KCNA 2].

Kim attended the launch, which featured supersonic,

strategic cruise, and anti-air missiles. Praising the

ship’s firepower and defenses, Kim announced it will

be deployed next year and called for accelerating the

nuclear armament of the navy to safeguard maritime

sovereignty and national defense. He highlighted the

integration of advanced missile systems and stated

that acquiring a nuclear-powered submarine would be

the next key objective. [DW]

Expansion of camouflaged missile launch facilities
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Meanwhile, satellite imagery suggests that North Korea

appears to be expanding camouflaged missile launch

facilities near Kim family residences in Pyongyang,

indicative of plans for continued weapons testing this

year.

Following the demolition of villages in Pyongyang’s

Samsok district in December, two new cul-de-sac-

shaped concrete pads—each about 50 by 60 meters—

were constructed by April. Satellite images show parts

of the pads covered with dirt, similar to previous

disguises of launch sites as gardens or golf courses

near Kim family mansions. Burn marks observed

between April 24–26 on one pad may indicate recent

launch activity, though no missile tests have been

officially reported from the site.

Additional construction is underway at a riverside

mansion in the Samsok military compound, with part

of a pond being filled in for possible new development.

This site is located near the so-called “Jindallae Guest

House,” where Kim Jong Un oversaw six long-range

missile tests from April 2023 to October 2024. In early

2024, two MLRS launches also took place in the area,

one from a manicured valley resembling the newly

built pads.

Moreover, a 150-hectare area between the two

mansions was cleared in March 2024, with large oval

tracks appearing shortly after, likely for military vehicle

training. This activity follows a broader trend of

disguising launch sites, including a grassy park used for

a hypersonic missile test in January and a golf course-

like complex prepared last year in southern

Pyongyang. [NK News]

South Korea: Ruling People Power Party

elects presidential candidate amid

fractured conservative field

(kp) On May 3, former Labor Minister Kim Moon-soo

secured the ruling People Power Party’s (PPP)

presidential nomination, setting the stage for a general

election faceoff against opposition Democratic Party

(DP) front-runner Lee Jae-myung on June 3. Kim won

the nomination with 56.5 percent of the vote in the

party's final round, defeating former PPP Chair Han

Dong-hoon, who garnered 43.5 percent. The results

were announced during a convention in Goyang, after

two days of voting that combined input from party

members and a public opinion survey.

In his acceptance speech, Kim pledged to form “a

strong alliance with any existing force” to prevent Lee
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from winning the presidency, warning that a victory of

the DP, which holds the majority of seats in the

National Assembly, would usher in a “terrible

dictatorship.” He framed the election as a pivotal

moment for South Korea’s democracy, vowing to focus

on job creation, national security, and political reform,

including a constitutional amendment to overhaul

what he called “the old system of 1987.” [The Korea

Herald]

While Kim is a hardline conservative who opposed the

impeachment of former President Yoon Suk Yeol, he

has since accepted the Constitutional Court’s decision

to remove Yoon from office. Kim has also drawn

controversy for his far-right rhetoric, including claims

about historical revisionism and election fraud. His

nomination signals the PPP's pivot toward reinforcing

its base but also raises concerns among party

strategists that he may struggle to win over moderate

voters. [The Diplomat]

The outcome of the PPP primary further complicates

the already fractured conservative field. Just a day

before the convention, former Prime Minister and

acting president Han Duck-soo officially entered the

race as an independent candidate. Following Han’s

resignation on May 1, Finance Minister Choi Sang-mok

assumed the role of acting president.

Han, a seasoned statesman with experience under

both liberal and conservative administrations, is seen

by many conservatives as a more unifying figure

capable of appealing to centrist voters. His platform

included sweeping constitutional reform, shortening

the presidential term to three years, and stepping

down early after implementing a new system of shared

executive-legislative governance. [Yonhap News

Agency 1] [Yonhap News Agency 2]

Following Kim’s nomination, Han announced that he

would entrust all decisions regarding the potential

unification of his campaign with the PPP to the party

itself. A party spokesperson confirmed that internal

discussions have begun and that the PPP plans to

launch an intraparty organization dedicated to

coordinating the merger.

No formal timeline has been set, but key deadlines are

approaching: May 7 is the last day to finalize campaign

materials, May 11 marks the closing of official

candidate registration, and May 25 is when ballot

printing begins. [Yonhap News Agency 3]

In a dramatic latest turn of events, Kim has reportedly

accused his party of effectively abandoning him and

failing to recognize him as its official nominee. His
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comments on May 6 followed the party’s move to form

a task force exploring a unified candidacy with Han.

Kim criticized the party for sidelining him and insisted

that any unification efforts should be led by the

candidate. [Anadolu Agency]

South Korea: Supreme Court reverses Lee

Jae-myung’s acquittal in election fraud

case faces political backlash

(kp) The Supreme Court has overturned a lower court's

acquittal of opposition Democratic Party (DP)

presidential candidate Lee Jae-myung on charges of

election law violation, sending the case back to the

Seoul High Court for retrial. The decision, issued just

one month before the June 3 presidential election, has

reignited controversy over Lee’s eligibility to run for

office and triggered legislative action from his party.

Lee had previously been acquitted in March of making

false statements during his 2022 campaign, but the

Supreme Court determined his remarks constituted

the dissemination of false information under election

law.

Lee was indicted for denying during a December 2021

media interview that he had played golf with Kim

Moon-ki, a former executive involved in a controversial

development project during Lee's mayoral term in

Seongnam. He also denied, during an October 2021

parliamentary audit, that he was pressured by the land

ministry to rezone a government-owned site. While the

appellate court found these statements did not meet

the legal threshold for falsehoods, the Supreme Court

disagreed, stating the lower court had

“misunderstood” the applicable legal principles.

Under South Korean law, individuals fined KRW 1

million (USD 700) or more for violating election law are

disqualified from public office for five years. Although a

final ruling before the election remains unlikely, the

court’s decision raises the stakes for Lee’s candidacy,

who is already on trial in four separate criminal cases,

including the Daejang-dong land scandal. [Yonhap

News Agency 1]

In response, the Democratic Party introduced a

controversial bill on May 2 that would suspend all

ongoing criminal trials for individuals elected

president. The bill seeks to reinforce what the party

describes as a “constitutional principle” that protects a

sitting president from prosecution, which would

extend immunity to the period between election and

inauguration.
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The DP claimed the measure is necessary in light of

what he described as politically motivated

investigations launched under former President Yoon

Suk Yeol. However, the ruling People Power Party

criticized the bill as unconstitutional, warning that

pausing trials for presidents-elect would exceed

protections granted under the constitution and create

dangerous precedents. [The Chosun Daily]

Further escalating the situation, the DP convened an

emergency meeting on May 5 to discuss a potential

impeachment motion against Supreme Court Chief

Justice Cho Hee-dae over the ruling. On May 6, the

party warned that failure by Cho to address the party’s

accusations could lead to the impeachment of all ten

justices who supported the overturning of Lee’s

acquittal.

Holding 170 of the 300 seats in the National Assembly,

the DP has enough legislative power to pass with

simple majority impeachment motions against public

officials other than the president, which would result in

their suspension from duty until a Constitutional Court

trial rules on whether to remove them.

Despite mounting legal and political pressure, the DP

has reiterated its support for Lee, dismissing calls to

replace its candidate and characterizing the court’s

decision as a politically motivated attempt to interfere

in the election. As the campaign enters its final month,

the controversy surrounding Lee’s legal battles and the

DP’s aggressive legislative response are poised to

dominate the national political discourse. [Yonhap

News Agency 2] [The Korea Herald]

South Korea: Former president Yoon Suk-

yeol indicted for abuse of power over

martial law declaration

(kp) Former President Yoon Suk Yeol has been indicted

on an additional charge of abuse of power in

connection with his December 3, 2024, declaration of

martial law, prosecutors announced May 1. Yoon was

formally removed from office on April 4 after the

Constitutional Court unanimously upheld his

impeachment in an 8–0 decision, finding that his

declaration of martial law violated constitutional limits.

The Seoul High Prosecutors’ Office said Yoon will now

face criminal trial for allegedly obstructing the exercise

of rights through abuse of authority, in violation of

Article 123 of the Criminal Act. This marks a new

development in the ongoing legal proceedings against
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the former president, who had already been indicted

on insurrection charges in January while still in office.

The additional charge follows months of

supplementary investigation by the prosecution’s

Special Investigation Headquarters. Prosecutors have

requested that the abuse of power charge be merged

with Yoon’s ongoing insurrection trial, which began on

February 20 and has continued following his release

from detention on March 8.

During two court hearings held in April, Yoon denied all

charges, arguing that his martial law declaration was

intended merely as a “message to the public,” not a

formal action amounting to insurrection. The court is

now expected to weigh both sets of charges together

as the high-profile trial progresses. [The Korea Herald]

South Korea: Prosecutors raid former

president Yoon’s home in Shaman bribery

probe

(kp) On April 30, South Korean prosecutors raided

former President Yoon Suk Yeol’s Seoul residence as

part of an investigation into his family’s alleged ties to

controversial shaman Jeon Seong-bae (Geon Jin) and

possible bribery by the Unification Church.

The probe is centered on allegations that a high-

ranking Unification Church official gifted Jeon a

diamond necklace and an expensive handbag shortly

after Yoon’s 2022 election, allegedly intended as a

bribe for then-First Lady Kim Keon Hee. Authorities are

working to verify whether the gifts were actually

delivered to Kim and whether they were linked to

efforts by the church to gain government authorization

for an overseas development project in Cambodia.

The raid also extended to the office of Covana

Contents, a company previously run by Kim, as well as

the homes of two of her aides. Investigators seized

Kim’s mobile phone, personal memos, and other

materials during the search. While Kim’s legal status

remains that of a witness, prosecutors have not ruled

out formally naming her as a suspect.

This marks the first time Yoon and Kim have been

subject to a search since Yoon was impeached and

removed from office earlier this month. Supporters of

the former president gathered outside his residence

during the raid, protesting against the investigation.

[Yonhap News Agency]
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South Korea: Finance Minister Choi Sang-

mok resigns to avoid impeachment vote

(kp) Finance Minister Choi Sang-mok resigned late on

May 1, just minutes before the National Assembly was

scheduled to vote on a motion to impeach him. His

resignation marks the latest in a string of leadership

shakeups following the political fallout from former

President Yoon Suk Yeol’s impeachment.

National Assembly Speaker Woo Won-shik halted the

impeachment proceedings upon being informed of

Choi's resignation. The opposition Democratic Party

(DP) had led the motion, accusing Choi, who had

served as acting president after Han's brief

impeachment in December, of delaying the

appointment of a ninth justice to the Constitutional

Court, among other allegations. Members of the ruling

People Power Party (PPP) had already exited the

parliamentary chamber in protest against the motion.

Previously, Choi Sang-mok had assumed the role as

interim president in late December 2024 following the

impeachment of acting president Han Duck-soo by the

National Assembly controlled by the DP majority. After

the resignation of acting President and Prime Minister

Han Duck-soo earlier that day, Choi was set to resume

the role as interim president prior to the snap

presidential election next month.

With Choi’s exit, Education Minister and Deputy Prime

Minister Lee Ju-ho assumed the role of acting

president at midnight on May 2. This marks the third

acting presidency since December, when Yoon's

martial law declaration initiated a cascade of political

turmoil and leadership transitions. [Yonhap News

Agency]

South Korea: Government unveils

nationwide strategy to combat rising

number of empty homes

(kp) South Korea has unveiled a sweeping pan-

government plan to address the rising number of

unused homes, especially in rural areas hit by

population decline. Of the estimated 134,000 vacant

houses nationwide, nearly 43 percent are concentrated

in 89 depopulating regions.

Led by four ministries, the initiative includes revising

housing laws, expanding local programs that

repurpose empty homes for affordable rentals, and

supporting renovations through subsidies. Successful
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pilot projects, such as KRW 10,000 (USD 7) monthly

rentals for youth in Cheongyang-gun, will be scaled up

nationally.

To deter crime linked to vacant homes, the

government will install safety infrastructure in high-

density areas and shift maintenance responsibilities to

owners. Legal reforms will also simplify demolition

procedures and extend property tax relief for public-

use conversions. A total of KRW 10 billion (USD 7

million) has been earmarked for the effort this year.

Additionally, a new special act will require annual local

plans and inspections, institutionalizing the

government’s strategy to repurpose empty homes and

revitalize declining communities. [The Korea Herald]

South Korea: National Assembly passes

USD 9.6 billion extra budget to support

disaster relief and economic recovery

(kp) The National Assembly on May 1 approved a KRW

13.8 trillion (USD 9.6 billion) supplementary budget

aimed at bolstering disaster response capabilities and

stimulating the economy amid ongoing domestic and

external challenges. The bill passed in a plenary

session following bipartisan negotiations between the

opposition Democratic Party (DP) which holds the

majority in the parliament, and the ruling People

Power Party (PPP), which resulted in a KRW 1.6 trillion

(USD 1.1 billion) increase from the government’s initial

KRW 12.2 trillion (USD 8.5 billion) proposal.

Key components of the extra budget include KRW 400

billion (USD 279 million) for local currency vouchers to

aid small business owners and the self-employed, a

reduction from the KRW 1 trillion (USD 698 million)

initially sought by the DP. Additionally, 170 billion won

(USD 119 million) was earmarked to offer consumer

discounts on agricultural, livestock, and fisheries

products, aiming to curb rising food prices.

Other allocations include KRW 115.7 billion (USD 81

million) in increased university scholarship funding and

KRW 30 billion (USD 21 million) dedicated to flood

prevention infrastructure ahead of the upcoming

summer season. The budget also restores previously

cut funds for special activity expenses used by the

prosecution and the state audit agency. [Yonhap News

Agency]
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South Korea: Army, Navy exercises

conducted to test military readiness

against North Korea

(dql) The South Korean Army conducted a three-day

live-fire air defense drill near the inter-Korean border

last week to enhance readiness against North Korean

drone threats.

Held in Goseong County, about 160 kilometers

northeast of Seoul, the exercise involved 130

personnel and eight anti-aircraft vehicles, including the

K30 Biho and K30W Chunho systems. Troops practiced

detecting and intercepting simulated drone targets,

firing 600 rounds per minute with 30mm guns.

The drills come amid efforts to strengthen counter-

drone capabilities following North Korean drone

incursions in December 2022, including one that

reached Seoul's airspace. [The Korea Times]

Meanwhile, the South Korean Navy conducted a four-

day maritime exercise earlier this week in the Yellow

Sea and southern waters to bolster defense readiness

against North Korean threats. Beginning April 28, the

drills involved around 20 warships and a dozen aircraft

from the Second and Third Fleets. The Second Fleet

deployed vessels including the 3,100-ton ROKS Seoul

and conducted joint training with USFK AH-64E

helicopters, focusing on countering North Korean

submarines and special forces, as well as maritime

logistics. The Third Fleet carried out live-fire drills off

the southern coast, mobilizing ships such as the ROKS

Gyeongnam. [Yonhap News Agency]

Taiwan: Rumors about Cabinet reshuffle

dismissed

(dql) Taiwan's government has denied reports that it

plans to form a "fighting-style Cabinet" after May 20 in

response to the ongoing recall election campaign that

has dominated news headlines in recent months (see

article below).

The Cabinet in a press release stated that the reshuffle

claim was "false information" and "pure speculation."

[Focus Taiwan]

In a separate statement, ruling Democratic Progressive

Party (DPP) caucus chief executive Rosalia Wu

expressed skepticism over a China Times report

claiming President William Lai plans a major Cabinet

reshuffle this month. Wu stated she had received no
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such information and accused the paper—traditionally

aligned with the KMT—of attempting to politically

interfere by pushing for personnel changes.

She argued that the report aimed to stir unrest as

recall efforts against KMT lawmakers enter their final

stages, with counter-recalls targeting DPP legislators

also emerging. Wu stressed that linking a Cabinet

reshuffle to the recall movement falsely implies party-

driven governance and is both malicious and

misleading.

The China Times suggested Lai is preparing a "combat-

ready Cabinet" ahead of potential July recall votes and

Legislative Yuan by-elections, with a reshuffle likely

after May 20, the anniversary of Lai’s inauguration.

Premier Cho Jung-tai would remain in place, while first-

round replacements would include Ministers of the

Interior, Health, Economic Affairs, National Defense,

and National Development Council. [Taipei Times]

Taiwan: Main opposition party lawmakers

to face recall motion

(dql) Two lawmakers of the main opposition party, the

Kuomintang (KMT), Hung Mong-kai and Yeh Yuan-chih,

may face recall votes after campaign groups

announced they had gathered sufficient signatures to

initiate the process.

Hung responded by urging supporters to defend him

at the polls, emphasizing his electoral mandate after

winning the most votes nationwide in the January 2024

legislative election. Yeh, who began his first term in

February, stated that local leaders back his service and

described the recall effort as politically motivated.

These recall efforts align with a broader campaign

initiated by the ruling Democratic Progressive Party

(DPP). In January, DPP legislative whip Ker Chien-ming

called for mass recalls of KMT lawmakers amid growing

political tensions. The KMT currently holds a slim

majority in the 113-seat Legislature—partnering with

the Taiwan People’s Party and two independents to

form a 62-seat opposition bloc—which has repeatedly

clashed with the DPP-led government. [Focus Taiwan]

Meanwhile, Campaigners in Hualien seeking to recall

KMT caucus convener Fu Kun-chi have surpassed the

second-stage threshold, submitting 32,777 signatures,

well above the required 19,000. The petition was

formally delivered to the Hualien County Election

Commission on May 2.
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Campaign leader Li Mei-ling said the effort aims to

remove Fu not just for Hualien but for all of Taiwan,

citing his alleged threats to national sovereignty

through ties with senior Chinese officials and

accusations of self-enrichment. The KMT’s Hualien

branch dismissed the petition as lacking broad public

support and reiterated its backing for Fu.

Fu, who has represented Hualien since defeating now-

Vice President Hsiao Bi-khim in 2020, previously served

as county magistrate from 2009 to 2018. He was re-

elected in 2024 and now leads the KMT caucus in the

legislature. Fu has a history of legal troubles, including

a conviction for illegal stock trading and multiple

corruption allegations. [Tawain News]

The Central Election Commission stated that up to 50

lawmakers could face recall if petition thresholds are

met, including 34 from the KMT, 15 from the DPP, and

one KMT-affiliated independent. [Focus Taiwan]

Taiwan: Main opposition party eyes

cooperation with second opposition party

in local and general elections

(dql) Taichung Mayor Lu Shiow-yen of the main

opposition party, the Kuomintang (KMT) is reportedly

exploring a potential alliance with Huang Kuo-chang,

Chairperson of the second opposition party, the

Taiwan People’s Party, for the 2026 local and 2028

national elections, according to interviews and political

sources. She is also considering a bid for KMT party

chair, backed by factions opposed to current chair Eric

Chu. Her candidacy may hinge on her strategy for the

2028 presidential race.

Sources suggest Lu views a KMT-TPP coalition as the

most viable way to consolidate non-Democratic

Progressive Party (DPP, the ruling party) voters. Her

approach appears shaped by the failed opposition

alliance in the 2024 election, where efforts by former

President Ma Ying-jeou to unite KMT and TPP

candidates collapsed.

Lu reportedly believes that separating the roles of KMT

chair and presidential candidate could hinder cross-

party cooperation. After initial efforts to work with TPP

founder Ko Wen-je stalled due to his detention, Lu

shifted focus to Huang, who received a warm reception

from her—unlike Chu, who declined to meet him.

While speculation about a Lu-Huang partnership is

growing, some KMT insiders question Huang’s

influence compared to Ko’s. Nonetheless, Lu's
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experience in Taichung, where electoral success relies

on appealing to centrist and TPP-leaning voters,

informs her openness to cooperation. [Taiwan News]

Taiwan: Upcoming shut down of last

nuclear reactor increases fossil fuels

electricity share to 84 percent

(yl) Taiwan’s final operational nuclear power reactor at

the Maanshan plant in Pingtung County will be

decommissioned in mid-May, pushing the country’s

electricity mix to 84 percent fossil fuels, Economic

Affairs Minister Kuo Jyh-huei announced on April 29.

During a legislative hearing, Kuo noted that thermal

power—comprising coal, natural gas, and fuel oil—will

temporarily dominate Taiwan’s energy supply, but

projected that renewables will reach 20 percent by

November 2026 and 30 percent by 2030. In 2024,

renewables accounted for only 11.6 percent of

Taiwan’s electricity, while nuclear power contributed

4.2 percent.

Premier Cho Jung-tai reassured lawmakers that energy

security would remain stable over the next five to

seven years, with three thermal power plants—Hsinta,

Sun Ba, and Datan—slated for capacity expansion. The

government also expects the reserve margin to remain

above 15 percent. Officials said the shutdown would

not significantly worsen air pollution, as natural gas

and renewables are considered low-carbon sources.

[Focus Taiwan]

Despite government assurances, experts have

expressed concern over energy security and emissions,

emphasizing that although nuclear power comprises

only 4.2 percent of Taiwan's energy mix, it provides

stable, carbon-free baseload power. He warned that

solar and wind are intermittent, potentially increasing

reliance on coal and imported fuels like liquefied

natural gas (LNG), especially in light of recent Chinese

military drills targeting Taiwan's LNG infrastructure.

The main opposition party, the Kuomintang,

meanwhile questioned Nuclear Safety Commission

(NSC) Chair Chen Min-jen on past assessments which

warned of grid instability due to slow renewable

development and nuclear decommissioning. Chen

responded that earlier concerns stemmed from

incomplete planning, such as the Environmental

Impact Assessment for a proposed LNG terminal.

[Taiwan News]
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Taiwan: First indigenous submarine ready

for acceptance tests

(dql) Taiwan’s first indigenous submarine, the Narwhal,

is in its final preparations for sea acceptance tests, the

Navy announced May 6. Originally scheduled for April,

the tests were delayed due to issues identified during

harbor acceptance trials. Despite the delay, the Navy

expects commissioning to proceed as planned in

November.

The Ministry of National Defense stated that testing

will begin once all safety conditions are met and

required corrections by shipbuilder CSBC Corporation

are completed. The Navy dismissed claims by former

adviser Kuo Hsi that testing would not begin in May

and declined to comment on his specific allegations,

including reported water leaks. [Taiwan News 1]

Meanwhile, the military will mobilize 20,000 reservists

for the Han Kuang 41 drills in July, involving two weeks

of firearms training in various shooting positions. This

marks an increase from the 14,647 reservists who

participated in last year's exercises. The Ministry of

National Defense identified reservist reform as a top

2024 priority, focusing on realistic combat scenarios

and enhanced joint defense coordination—elements

that will continue into 2025.

Han Kuang is Taiwan’s largest annual military exercise,

involving all branches of the military, including the

Army, Navy, Air Force, Marine Corps, and Reserve

Forces. [Taiwan News 2]
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Bangladesh: Ex-Prime Minister Khaleda

returns home, signaling shift in

opposition party’s posture

(lm) After four months of advanced medical treatment

in London, former Prime Minister and Bangladesh

Nationalist Party (BNP) Chairperson Khaleda Zia

returned to Dhaka on May 6, greeted by thousands of

supporters lining the route from the airport to her

residence [The Daily Star 1] [The Daily Star 2]

Khaleda’s homecoming is politically significant,

occurring amid Bangladesh’s evolving transitional

landscape following the 2024 student-led uprising and

the formation of an interim government under

Muhammad Yunus. Though unlikely to return to

frontline politics due to health constraints, Khaleda—

long the principal rival of ousted former Prime Minister

Sheikh Hasina—has reemerged as a symbol of

resilience. Her return serves not as a call to

confrontation, but as a quiet rebuttal to years of

political vilification and an appeal for dialogue and

national unity.

Accompanying her were daughters-in-law Zubaida

Rahman—wife of BNP acting chairman Tarique

Rahman—and Syeda Sharmila Rahman. Zubaida’s

return after 17 years in exile has added a new layer of

interest to the party’s leadership trajectory. Senior BNP

figures have suggested that Tarique himself may soon

return from exile, portraying Zubaida’s arrival as part

of a broader leadership recalibration and generational

transition. [The Daily Star 3] [The Daily Star 4]

Yet observers note that the BNP continues to face

serious internal challenges. Years of repression,

organizational stagnation, and fragmented grassroots

structures have weakened its capacity to mobilize.

While Khaleda’s symbolic influence remains potent, the

party’s ability to harness this moment will depend on

meaningful reforms, leadership renewal, and greater

engagement with the country’s youth. [The Daily Star

5]

Bangladesh: Islamist parties escalate

campaign against women’s reform

commission

(lm) Bangladesh’s Women's Affairs Reform

Commission, established by the interim government in

November last year as part of a broader reform
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initiative, has become the focal point of a deepening

ideological and political clash. While human rights

organizations defend the commission's

recommendations as necessary for gender equality,

Islamist parties and conservative actors have launched

a sweeping campaign to dismantle it, including legal

challenges and mass rallies.

The commission's report, submitted on April 19,

includes proposals such as equal inheritance rights for

men and women, a ban on polygamy, recognition of

sex work as a legal profession, and acknowledgment of

gender diversity. These suggestions have been met

with strong opposition from Islamist parties, who

argue that they contradict Islamic principles and the

country's cultural norms.

Hefazat-e-Islam, a Qawmi madrasa-based Islamist

organization influential among conservative clerics, led

a large rally in Dhaka on May 3 demanding the

immediate dissolution of the commission. The group

unveiled a 12-point declaration condemning the report

as “anti-Quran” and calling for a new commission

composed of Islamic scholars and devout women. They

also rejected concepts like “gender equality” and

“gender identity” as Western impositions and

demanded their removal from national discourse. [The

Daily Star 1]

Jatiya Olama Mashayekh Aemma Parishad, a coalition

of conservative clerics and religious leaders, echoed

similar demands at a separate seminar. The group

accused the commission of seeking to legalize

prostitution and dismantle Bangladesh’s religious

family laws in favor of a secular, “foreign-inspired”

framework. [The Daily Star 2]

Bangladesh Jamaat-e-Islami, the country’s largest

Islamist political party, also called for the commission’s

abolition. Party leader Shafiqur Rahman described its

recommendations as “anti-Quran” and warned that

implementing them would damage Bangladesh’s

family and moral systems. [UNITED NEWS OF INDIA]

The confrontation has extended to the judiciary. A writ

petition filed with the High Court argues that several of

the commission’s recommendations contradict Islamic

Shariah and violate constitutional protections of

religious freedom. Specific objections were raised

against proposed reforms on inheritance, polygamy,

and gender diversity. [Dhaka Tribune] [The Daily Star 3]

In response, Human Rights Forum Bangladesh (HRFB),

a coalition of prominent rights organizations,

condemned the calls to abolish the commission as

“irrational, unconstitutional, and unacceptable.” HRFB
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defended the report as aligned with international

human rights standards, particularly the Convention

on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination

Against Women (CEDAW), and warned against the use

of religious rhetoric to block gender equality reforms.

[The Daily Star 4]

Bangladesh: Islamist group demands

withdrawal of hundreds of cases, warns of

consequences

(lm) Hefazat-e-Islam, a hardline Islamist movement

known for mobilizing large protests in defense of

religious conservatism, has demanded the withdrawal

of 322 legal cases filed against its leaders and activists

over the past decade. The group warned of serious

consequences if the government fails to act, citing

longstanding grievances over what it describes as

politically motivated repression.

Most of the cases originate from two major

confrontations: the deadly crackdown on May 5, 2013,

at Shapla Chattar in Dhaka’s Motijheel area, and the

2021 unrest surrounding protests at Baitul Mukarram

National Mosque. The group claims over 7,000

individuals were named in the cases, while nearly

300,000 remain unnamed. Charges include terrorism,

sabotage, murder, and obstruction of government

work.

Hefazat leaders insist that they are key stakeholders in

Bangladesh’s anti-authoritarian struggle and argue

that continued prosecution could provoke public

anger. Rights group Odhikar reported that 61 Hefazat

members were killed in the 2013 operation, a figure

the group cites to support its claims of mass

repression. Following the fall of the Awami League

government in August 2024, many Hefazat detainees

were granted bail, and the group has renewed its push

for legal relief.

Legal proceedings remain ongoing in most cases.

Prosecutors said they have submitted opinions in 45

out of around 60 cases pending in Dhaka and

forwarded them to district authorities. Investigations in

many other districts, however, are still incomplete.

In August last year, former Prime Minister Sheikh

Hasina and over 30 others were named in legal

complaints alleging mass killings and crimes against

humanity related to the 2013 crackdown, further

intensifying the political and legal complexity of the

issue. [The Daily Star]
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Bangladesh: Supreme Court defers

hearing on state’s appeal against

acquittal in August 21 grenade attack

cases

(lm) Bangladesh’s Supreme Court has postponed to

May 6 the hearing of the government’s appeal against

a High Court verdict that acquitted all 49 individuals

previously convicted in two cases related to the August

21, 2004 grenade attack, including main opposition

Bangladesh Nationalist Party (BNP) acting chairman

and son of former Prime Minister Khaleda Zia, Tarique

Rahman.

The grenade attack targeted an Awami League rally in

Dhaka, killing 24 people and injuring scores, including

then-opposition leader and now ousted former Prime

Minister Sheikh Hasina. The incident is regarded as

one of the deadliest political attacks in Bangladesh’s

history.

A three-judge Appellate Division bench was scheduled

to hear the government’s leave to appeal petitions on

May 2 but deferred the session. The petitions

challenge the High Court’s December 1, 2023 ruling,

which overturned the original trial court verdicts.

The case will now be heard by an Appellate Division

bench. The High Court had acquitted the accused after

reviewing the trial court’s death references and

appeals, prompting the state to seek a reversal

through the Supreme Court. [The Daily Star]

Bangladesh: High Court questions legality

of new law criminalizing sex under ‘false

promise of marriage’

(lm) Bangladesh’s High Court has issued a rule

questioning the legality of a newly introduced

provision in the 2025 amendment to the Nari O Shishu

Nirjatan Daman Ordinance, which criminalizes

consensual sexual relations based on a “false promise

of marriage.”

The rule, issued on May 5, follows a public interest

petition jointly filed by rights group AID for MEN and a

Supreme Court lawyer. The petition argues that the

provision infringes on individual autonomy and

introduces legal uncertainty by failing to clearly define

key concepts such as “false promise” and when a

breach becomes a punishable offence.
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Under the contested Section Kha, a person may face

up to seven years’ rigorous imprisonment and fines if

they engage in sexual relations with a woman over the

age of 16 by deceitfully promising marriage, provided a

relationship of trust existed at the time.

Critics argue that the law is overly broad and risks

criminalizing consensual relationships between adults

while reinforcing patriarchal assumptions about

women’s autonomy. The High Court has asked the

government to respond and explain why the provision

should not be declared unconstitutional. [The Daily

Star]

Bangladesh: Interim government

approves ordinance to redraw electoral

boundaries, reform civil procedure

(lm) Bangladesh's interim Advisory Council, chaired by

Chief Adviser Muhammad Yunus, has approved the

National Parliament Electoral Boundary Delimitation

(Amendment) Ordinance 2025, clearing the way for the

Election Commission to begin redrawing constituency

lines.

Government officials criticized the former government

—describing it as "fascist"—for manipulating electoral

boundaries to its advantage, prompting widespread

complaints from opposition parties. With the amended

ordinance expected to be gazetted within days, the

redistricting process can now proceed under the

authority of a revised legal framework.

The Advisory Council also finalized amendments to the

Code of Civil Procedure (CPC), aiming to address the

longstanding delays in civil litigation. Key reforms

include limiting the ability to indefinitely postpone

hearings, treating written submissions by lawyers as

final (thus eliminating prolonged verbal arguments),

and allowing immediate enforcement of judgments

without requiring separate enforcement cases.

Officials hope these changes will significantly

accelerate the resolution of civil disputes, which often

take years or even generations to conclude in

Bangladesh's current system. [Dhaka Tribune]

Bangladesh: Election Commission finalizes

non-political reform proposals

(lm) The Election Commission (EC) will submit a set of

electoral reform recommendations to the interim
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government that can be implemented immediately

without political consensus. The proposals focus on

administrative and regulatory improvements that fall

within the EC’s own authority or do not require major

funding.

According to officials, the reforms are part of a broader

categorization: those needing no political agreement,

those requiring political consensus, and those the EC

can implement through rule changes. The EC is

currently proceeding only with non-controversial items

and has finalized 10 to 12 such proposals. [Dhaka

Tribune]

Bangladesh: Draft law aims to ensure

accountability in contentious paramilitary

force

(lm) The head of the Rapid Action Battalion (RAB) has

announced that a draft law is being prepared to

strengthen accountability within the force. RAB is an

elite paramilitary unit under the Ministry of Home

Affairs, tasked with counterterrorism and serious

crime but widely criticized for alleged extrajudicial

killings and enforced disappearances.

The initiative comes amid ongoing domestic and

international scrutiny. The United States sanctioned

RAB and several top officials in 2021, and a recent

United Nations report recommended disbanding the

force, citing systemic human rights abuses. RAB

leadership emphasized recent reforms, including a

new human rights cell and a strengthened internal

investigations unit. [The Daily Star]

Bangladesh: Anti-graft drive against ex-

prime minister’s family intensifies amid

doubts over fairness

(lm) Bangladesh’s Anti-Corruption Commission (ACC)

has stepped up its operations following the ouster of

former Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina in August 2024,

launching what is now its most aggressive campaign in

two decades. In 2024 alone, the ACC initiated 1,894

inquiries, filed 451 cases, and submitted 403 charge

sheets. However, despite the surge in enforcement,

the conviction rate dropped to 48 percent from 67

percent in 2023, reflecting persistent institutional

weaknesses and a backlog of over 3,400 unresolved

court cases.
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Critics argue that the ACC’s recent momentum has

been marred by selective targeting. Following the

regime change, the commission focused investigations

on former government officials and ruling party figures

while shelving numerous older complaints—fueling

concerns of politically motivated enforcement despite

ACC claims of independence. [Dhaka Tribune 1]

A high-profile case includes a Dhaka court’s recent

order to seize an apartment belonging to Saima Wazed

Putul, daughter of ex-premier Sheikh Hasina, amid

allegations of illicit asset accumulation. This follows an

earlier court order freezing BDT 483.5 million (USD 4

million) across 14 bank accounts linked to the Suchona

Foundation, also founded by Putul. [Dhaka Tribune 2]

Broader actions include a court-ordered freeze on 124

bank accounts and the seizure of numerous properties

associated with Hasina’s family and close associates.

The total value of frozen assets since March exceeds

BDT 400 million (USD 3.36 million). [Dhaka Tribune 3]

In parallel, the ACC has opened formal probes into

three former personal aides of two recently removed

government advisers, based on findings from its

internal intelligence unit. [The Daily Star]

Bangladesh: Political parties agree on

expat voting rights, remain divided on

method

(ms) 21 political parties attended a seminar organized

by the Election Commission (EC) to discuss voting

rights for Bangladeshi expatriates. While all parties

supported granting these rights, they voiced concern

over the proposed methods—postal ballots, online

voting, and proxy voting.

The main opposition Bangladesh Nationalist Party

(BNP) delegation emphasized that passports should

also be accepted, as many expatriates lack National ID

cards. Jamaat-e-Islami, Bangladesh’s largest Islamist

political party and a notable political force, cited public

mistrust in the EC and warned against proxy voting,

urging that any system must respect voter intent. The

EC assured participants their recommendations would

be considered in selecting a method to pilot in the

upcoming national election. [Dhaka Tribune]

Several parties echoed concerns over proxy voting and

data security. Some highlighted risks in online systems

due to past breaches, while others noted all three

methods have pros and cons, while others called for

caution to avoid rushed decisions. [bdnews24.com]
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Bangladesh: Main opposition party stages

Labour Day rally

(ms) The main opposition Bangladesh Nationalist Party

(BNP) marked Labour Day with a rally in Dhaka,

organized by its labor wing, the Jatiyatabadi Sramik

Dal. The event advanced 12 labor-related demands

and was used to underscore both workers’ rights and

the party’s broader political agenda. [The Daily Star]

[BSS News]

Bangladesh: Cyber Security Ordinance to

take effect this week, repeals

controversial provisions

(lm) Bangladesh’s council of advisers has approved the

2025 Cyber Security Ordinance, which will take

immediate effect once gazetted later this week. The

ordinance repeals nine controversial sections of the

2023 Cyber Security Act, which accounted for roughly

95 percent of all cases filed under the law. These cases

will be automatically dropped.

The ordinance introduces new provisions, including

the recognition of internet access as a civic right and

the criminalization of cyber-based sexual harassment

and child exploitation. Online gambling has also been

banned, and crimes committed using artificial

intelligence have, for the first time in South Asia, been

designated as punishable offenses.

Sections relating to the 1971 Liberation War—which

led to Bangladesh’s independence from Pakistan—and

to Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman—the

country’s founding leader—have been repealed, as

they had often been used to harass critics and

opponents, officials said. The ordinance also removes

provisions on national symbols such as the anthem

and flag. [The Daily Star]

Bangladesh: Government promises

journalist protection law in light of

growing threats against reporters

(lm) On the occasion of World Press Freedom Day,

media professionals, rights advocates, and political

leaders in Bangladesh warned of escalating threats to

journalists and cultural workers, raising alarm over

legal harassment, surveillance, censorship, and
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violence. These concerns come amid a deteriorating

environment for independent journalism, despite

recent pledges by the interim government to enact

long-overdue reforms.

Ain o Salish Kendra (ASK), a leading legal aid and

human rights organization in Bangladesh, reported

that at least 137 journalists are currently facing

criminal complaints, including attempted murder

charges against cultural activists under harsh security

laws. Reformers also highlighted the dismissal of three

television reporters and warned of growing self-

censorship driven by mob intimidation and politicized

regulation. [The Daily Star 1]

Kamal Ahmed, head of the Media Reform Commission,

denounced political interference in the media and

defended proposals to convert profitable outlets into

public limited companies to counter market distortion

and unprofessional practices. At a separate event,

opposition leaders from the Bangladesh Nationalist

Party (BNP) warned that without institutional press

freedom, democracy would remain fragile. They

pledged to repeal repressive laws and drop politically

motivated cases against journalists if returned to

power. [The Daily Star 2] [The Daily Star 3]

Against this backdrop of criticism, Information Adviser

Mahfuj Alam announced that the government is

finalizing a Journalist Protection Act based on

recommendations by the Media Reform Commission.

Speaking at a joint event, Mahfuj said the draft law

would soon be sent to the cabinet for approval. He

acknowledged that many journalists face false charges,

financial insecurity, and arbitrary dismissal, and

confirmed that the government is working to

harmonize legal processes to prevent harassment

through politically motivated lawsuits.

Mahfuj also confirmed plans to restructure the state

media through a merger of BTV, Betar, and BSS into a

National Broadcasting Corporation, and endorsed a

national broadcasting policy and independent media

commission. However, he insisted that journalists

should not be beyond scrutiny, stating that like

parliamentarians and judges, they must remain

accountable. [Dhaka Tribune 1] [The Daily Star 4]

Transparency International Bangladesh and press

associations welcomed the reform push but cautioned

that without transparency, inclusivity, and political

commitment, change may prove short-lived.

International partners, including UNESCO and the

Swedish Embassy, urged stronger protections—

particularly for women journalists, who currently make
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up less than 10 percent of the profession in

Bangladesh. [Dhaka Tribune 2]

Bangladesh: Factory workers block

Chattogram road over unpaid wages

(lm) Workers at a private electronics and toy

manufacturing plant in Chattogram’s Karnaphuli

subdistrict (upazila) blocked a major road for six hours

on May 4 to demand overdue wages and improved

labor conditions. The protest, which began early in the

morning outside the facility in Khoajnagar, caused

significant traffic disruption before law enforcement

intervened.

Protesters claimed they had not received salaries for

March and April, with some alleging even longer

delays. They also reported years of stagnant pay

despite mandatory overtime of up to five hours per

day. Several workers accused the management of

threatening termination when asked about wage

increases or timely payments. [The Daily Star]

Bangladesh: University classes remain

suspended as teachers boycott over

February violence

(lm) Academic activities at Khulna University of

Engineering and Technology (KUET), one of

Bangladesh’s leading public engineering universities,

remained suspended on May 4 as s faculty continued a

boycott over a February 18 incident in which faculty

members, including the vice-chancellor, were

assaulted during campus unrest. The violence,

triggered by an earlier attack on students, led to

demands for administrative resignations and the

removal of top officials by the Ministry of Education.

Despite the appointment of a new acting vice-

chancellor on May 3, academic activities have yet to

resume. [Dhaka Tribune]

Bangladesh: Government approves

Renewable Energy Policy 2025, targets 30

percent clean power by 2040

(lm) Bangladesh’s Advisory Council has approved the

final draft of the Renewable Energy Policy 2025, setting

ambitious targets to meet 20 percent of the country’s
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electricity demand from renewable sources by 2030

and 30 percent by 2040.

The policy aims to promote domestic renewable

energy technology, expand local manufacturing

capacity for clean energy equipment, and enable

battery energy storage systems to support grid

integration. It also outlines plans for competitive

electricity trading and introduces incentives to attract

private investment in renewables.

Additionally, the Council canceled the formation of

Bangladesh Energy Port Limited, a proposed joint

venture by Beximco and Toma Group in Banshkhali,

Chittagong, citing existing LNG infrastructure already

established in Moheshkhali and ongoing installations

in Matarbari. [Dhaka Tribune]

Bangladesh: IMF loan talks stall over

exchange rate liberalization despite tax

reform progress

(lm) Negotiations between Bangladesh and the

International Monetary Fund (IMF) remain deadlocked

over the issue of exchange rate liberalization, stalling

the release of the fourth and fifth tranches of a USD

4.7 billion loan package. While both parties reached

agreement on fiscal reforms, the IMF continues to

push for a transition to a market-based exchange rate,

including the removal of the current "crawling peg"

system that limits how far the Bangladeshi taka can

fluctuate.

Bangladesh has expressed concern that fully

liberalizing the exchange rate could trigger sharp

depreciation and market instability. To mitigate this

risk, the government has requested a USD 1 billion

stabilization fund, while the IMF has so far offered only

USD 500 million. A virtual meeting held on May 5

ended without a breakthrough, and further

discussions were scheduled to resume on May 6.

On the fiscal front, however, significant progress has

been made. The government has agreed to raise an

additional BDT 400 billion (approximately USD 3.36

billion) in the next fiscal year—about 0.7 percent of

GDP—through a mix of tax hikes and administrative

measures. These include lifting value-added tax (VAT)

on certain goods to the standard 15 percent, ending

tax holidays, and eliminating several exemptions.

Although revenue targets were missed in earlier

quarters, the IMF has agreed to waive the ceiling

requirement tied to these disbursements.
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Bangladesh is also seeking budgetary support from the

Asian Development Bank (ADB), but this is contingent

on a “comfort letter” from the IMF confirming that

economic reforms are on track. The outcome of the

upcoming talks will be pivotal in determining both the

IMF and ADB funding pathways. [The Daily Star 1] [The

Daily Star 2]

Bangladesh: Over 20 sectors still pay

below poverty-level wages

(lm) At least 22 economic sectors in Bangladesh

continue to offer minimum wages below the poverty

line. The threshold—set at BDT 7,869 (USD 66) per

month—is based on World Bank standards adjusted

for purchasing power.

Some sectors, including type foundries and petrol

pumps, have not revised their minimum wages since

the 1980s. Workers in these sectors earn as little as

BDT 521 (USD 4.4) per month, far below what is

needed for basic sustenance.

Although legally required to review wages every five

years, the Minimum Wages Board has failed to revise

pay rates in at least 18 sectors. The report

recommends the introduction of a national minimum

wage applicable across all sectors, to be reviewed

every three years based on inflation and cost of living.

[The Daily Star]

Bangladesh: Two garment factories shut

down amid labor unrest

(lm) Two garment factories in Gazipur, a major

industrial hub near Dhaka that hosts many of the

country’s export-oriented garment units, were shut

down indefinitely on April 30 following worker

protests. Authorities cited operational disruptions and

alleged illegal strikes as grounds for invoking Section

13(1) of the Bangladesh Labour Act, which permits

factory closures without notice in cases of serious

labor unrest.

Workers reportedly staged a stoppage after rumors

spread that recently dismissed colleagues had been

assaulted. [Dhaka Tribune]
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Bangladesh: government pursues free

trade zone and port expansion to attract

investment

(lm) Bangladesh’s interim government is moving to

establish a Free Trade Zone (FTZ) and accelerate the

expansion of Chittagong port as part of a broader

strategy to liberalize trade and attract foreign

investment. A national committee has been formed to

assess the feasibility of the FTZ initiative, with

representatives from economic ministries, revenue

and port authorities, and investment agencies. The

committee will review current laws and propose

regulatory changes, aiming to finalize the legal

groundwork and designate a zone within the year.

[Dhaka Tribune 1]

In parallel, Chief Adviser Muhammad Yunus has

instructed relevant agencies to conclude negotiations

with foreign investors by August to expand Chittagong

port, which currently handles over 90 percent of

Bangladesh’s maritime trade. Officials project that port

capacity could rise from 1.37 million to 7.86 million

units in five years through the construction of new

terminals in Patenga, Laldia, Bay, and Matarbari. The

government seeks to transform Chittagong into a

globally competitive logistics hub amid rising trade

demands. [Dhaka Tribune 2]

Bangladesh: Interim government pledges

continued modernization of Air Force

(lm) Bangladesh’s interim leader, Chief Adviser

Muhammad Yunus, has reaffirmed the government’s

commitment to modernizing the Bangladesh Air Force,

emphasizing the need for advanced capabilities to

safeguard national sovereignty. Speaking at a military

exercise in Dhaka on April 30, he highlighted the

importance of technical training, modern equipment,

and strategic readiness. The Air Force is expected to

expand its fleet with new fighter jets, helicopters, and

radar systems. [Dhaka Tribune]

Bhutan: Support staff decry uneven

contract extensions despite reform

(lm) Support staff employed under Bhutan’s

Elementary Support Personnel (ESP) and General

Support Personnel (GSP) schemes have voiced

frustration over unequal contract renewals, despite a

2023 reform allowing extensions of up to five years.
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Many workers report only receiving two- or three-year

contracts, depending on decisions made by individual

agencies or dzongkhag administrations (district-level

governments), creating widespread uncertainty.

The Royal Civil Service Commission’s updated

regulations were meant to standardize contract terms,

but implementation has varied across ministries and

local offices. Workers argue that the lack of uniformity

undermines the reform’s intent and restricts access to

loans and financial security. Several have called for

consistent five-year contracts to ensure predictability

and equal treatment across the country. [Kuensel]

Bhutan: Press freedom ranking falls to

historic low

(lm) Bhutan’s press freedom has reached its lowest

point in decades, ranking 152nd out of 180 countries in

the 2025 World Press Freedom Index by Reporters

Without Borders (RSF). This marks a dramatic fall from

33rd in 2022, placing Bhutan in the “very serious”

category of concern. The country now ranks behind all

South Asian neighbors except Pakistan and

Afghanistan.

RSF highlighted Bhutan’s poor performance across

nearly all indicators—political context (161st), legal

environment (170th), economic conditions (169th), and

sociocultural factors (174th)—with only its safety

ranking (83rd) remaining relatively strong. The index

cited widespread self-censorship, opaque access to

government information, and media dependency on

government advertising, which constitutes 80 percent

of newspaper ad revenue.

Bhutanese authorities rejected the findings, criticizing

RSF’s methodology as non-transparent. However, local

media leaders acknowledged economic fragility and

limited access to information as major issues

undermining press autonomy. The Journalists’

Association of Bhutan called for structural reforms to

improve media sustainability and financial

independence, including broader revenue

diversification and better government support.

[Kuensel]

Bhutan: Nationwide digital skills initiative

to train 400,000 citizens by 2029
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(lm) The Bhutanese government will launch a

nationwide digital literacy program this fiscal year

aimed at equipping over 400,000 citizens with essential

digital skills by 2029. Spearheaded by the GovTech

Agency under the National Digital Strategy (NDS) 2024,

the initiative is part of the “digital society” pillar, one of

three main pillars alongside digital economy and digital

governance. Of the total BTN 10 billion (BTN) budget

for the strategy, BTN 610.65 million is allocated to

digital society. [Kuensel]

Bhutan: Economic growth projected to

reach 6.6 percent in 2024–25, but fiscal

deficit and debt to rise

(lm) Bhutan’s economy is forecast to expand by 6.6

percent in the 2024–25 fiscal year, up from 4.9 percent

the year prior, according to a recent World Bank

update. Growth will be driven by the commissioning of

the 1,020-megawatt Puna-II hydropower plant,

expansion in mining, construction, and a recovering

tourism sector.

Medium-term growth prospects remain robust, with

projections of 7.6 percent in 2025–26 and 5.3 percent

in 2026–27. Demand-side factors include rising exports

and increased public investment under the 13th Five-

Year Plan. However, agriculture is expected to

underperform as the country’s transition to export-

oriented agribusiness proceeds slower than

anticipated.

Despite the growth outlook, Bhutan’s fiscal deficit is set

to widen, reaching 5.6 percent of GDP in 2024–25 and

7.2 percent in 2025–26. Contributing factors include

weaker-than-expected tax revenue due to delayed

implementation of the new goods and services tax,

rising interest payments, and increased capital

spending. One-off profit transfers from Puna-II and a

Nu 100 billion (USD 1.2 billion) grant from India are

expected to ease some fiscal pressures.

Public debt is projected to increase to 128 percent of

GDP by 2025–26. Although most of it is tied to

hydropower projects and considered sustainable,

rising debt servicing costs may constrain spending on

social programmes.

The current account deficit (CAD) is forecast to decline

to 17.6 percent of GDP in 2024–25 and 9.2 percent in

2025–26, down from 22.1 percent in 2023–24,

reflecting lower imports of cryptocurrency mining

equipment and higher tourism revenues. Export

growth, particularly from hydropower, mining, and
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tourism, is expected to raise international reserves to

USD 643 million—equivalent to 4.7 months of import

cover—by mid-2025. [Kuensel]

Bhutan: Income tax revenue rises despite

fewer taxpayers

(lm) Income tax revenue in Bhutan rose by 16.81

percent for the income year 2024, reaching BTN 16.87

billion (approximately USD 202 million), up from BTN

14.52 billion in 2023. This increase was largely driven

by higher collections in personal income tax (PIT) and

corporate income tax (CIT), following civil service salary

revisions that also influenced pay levels in the private

sector. PIT rose to BTN 3.03 billion (USD 36.4 million),

while CIT climbed to BTN 12.81 billion (USD 154

million). In contrast, business income tax (BIT) revenue

declined to BTN 1.04 billion (USD 12.5 million), though

filings are still ongoing.

Despite the revenue increase, the number of tax filers

fell by 12,531, with declines in all three tax categories.

Officials attribute the mismatch to late filings and

ongoing processing. The Department of Revenue and

Customs (DRC) also refunded BTN 351.39 million (USD

4.2 million) in taxes, a decrease from the previous year.

Structural challenges remain, including underreported

rental income and difficulties in transitioning to a new

digital tax system due to staff turnover. The DRC

emphasized that tax reforms are underway to create a

more business-friendly system and support economic

growth without increasing rates. [Kuensel]

Bhutan: Listed companies cut dividends

amid weakening profits

(lm) Out of 18 companies listed on the Royal Securities

Exchange of Bhutan, only 10 declared dividends or

share offerings in 2025, mirroring the previous year

but reflecting a broader downturn in profitability.

Overall dividend rates were significantly reduced

compared to prior years, with many firms opting to

retain earnings amid subdued sector performance.

While two companies offered bonus shares or rights

issues, seven companies issued no payouts at all.

[Kuensel]

Bhutan: Construction of key southern

highway in planning
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(hgk) Bhutan’s strategic Sarpang–Lhamoizingkha

highway project, a vital component of the Southern

East-West Highway and the Gelephu Mindfulness City

(GMC) masterplan, has entered its planning phase.

Backed by the Asian Development Bank (ADB), the 95-

kilometer route is expected to begin construction in

2027 once the detailed project report is approved.

Currently in the feasibility and design stage, the

highway will cost an estimated USD 80 million and is

being prepared with strong environmental safeguards

due to its proximity to the Phibsoo Wildlife Sanctuary.

[Kuensel]

Bhutan: Gelephu airport bond sees strong

first-day uptake

(lm) Bhutan has launched the Gelephu Mindfulness

City Nation Building Bond (GNBB) to finance the

construction of the new Gelephu International Airport

—one of the country’s most ambitious infrastructure

projects and the centerpiece of the broader Gelephu

Mindfulness City (GMC) initiative. Within the first day of

the domestic offering, subscriptions surpassed BTN 18

million (approximately USD 216,000), with 18,010 bond

units purchased by 230 Bhutanese citizens.

The bond, issued by the Gelephu Infrastructure

Development Corporation (GIDC) under the GMC

Authority, has a total value of BTN 2 billion (USD 24

million) and is open to all Bhutanese residents until

May 31. It offers a 10-year term with an annual coupon

rate of 10 percent, tax-exempt interest payments, and

a five-year lock-in period. After one year, a secondary

market will be available—but only for individual

investors.

The Gelephu International Airport is expected to

handle 1.3 million passengers annually in its first

phase, with future expansions projected to increase

capacity to 15 million. The airport is expected to open

in 2029. [Kuensel 1] [Kuensel 2]

Bhutan: Agriculture ministry offers new

incentives for commercial farms

(hgk) Bhutan’s Ministry of Agriculture and Livestock is

inviting proposals for commercial farm development

under the Bhutan Agrifood Sector Strategy 2034,

aiming to boost exports, private investment, and
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youth-led agribusiness. The initiative targets a GDP

increase from USD 2.5 billion to USD 10 billion by 2034.

The government has allocated BTN 15 million (USD

180,000) and will provide technical support, low-

interest loans, tax breaks, and land access. Projects

may use a turnkey model, later transferred to private

operators. Priority areas include vertical farming,

modern technologies, and infrastructure. [Kuensel]

India: Government approves caste census

after long delay

(lm/kb) The Indian government has approved the

inclusion of caste data in the upcoming population

census, marking the first such enumeration since 1931

and a significant shift in policy after decades of

reluctance. The once-in-a-decade census, originally due

in 2021, has been delayed indefinitely due to the

COVID-19 pandemic and technical challenges, and no

new dates have been announced.

The Cabinet also confirmed that caste enumeration will

have statutory backing, and its findings may influence

parliamentary seat delimitation and the rollout of 33

percent women's reservation in legislatures.

The move comes ahead of the Bihar state elections

and is widely seen as politically strategic. Caste is a

central factor in Indian politics and social policy, and

the new caste census is expected to reshape debates

on reservations (affirmative action) and welfare.

[Reuters] [The Hindu 1]

The decision has triggered political reactions.

Opposition leader Rahul Gandhi welcomed the move

but demanded a timeline and removal of the 50

percent cap on reservations. He emphasized that the

caste census must be used not just to count caste

groups, but to assess their share in national wealth

and power structures. Main opposition Indian National

Congress president Mallikarjun Kharge also called for

immediate funding and full transparency in

implementation. [The Hindu 2]

Meanwhile, the Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh (RSS),

ideological parent of the ruling Bharatiya Janata Party

(BJP), has reversed its long-held opposition to caste

enumeration. Senior RSS figures now argue that such

data is needed to support disadvantaged communities,

while cautioning against its politicization. [The Hindu 3]

The Aam Aadmi Party (AAP), a center-left political party

known for its anti-corruption platform and governance
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reforms in Delhi, has expressed conditional support

for the caste census. Party leader and Member of

Parliament Sanjay Singh stated that while AAP backs

the enumeration effort, it doubts the government's

commitment to implementing it. Singh pointed to the

absence of a clear budget or timeline and claimed the

announcement was politically timed ahead of the Bihar

elections. [Deccan Herald] [Business Standard]

India: Supreme Court defers interim stay

on Waqf (Amendment) Act

(kb) On May 5, India’s Supreme Court held a

preliminary hearing on five consolidated petitions

challenging the constitutionality of the Waqf

(Amendment) Act, 2025. Chief Justice of India Sanjiv

Khanna, who retires on May 13, recused himself from

the matter, stating he would not issue or reserve any

interim orders so close to his departure. The case is

now scheduled to resume on May 15 under his

successor, Chief Justice-designate Justice B.R. Gavai.

[The Hindu]

The Waqf (Amendment) Act, signed into law on April 5,

modifies the governance of Islamic charitable

endowments (waqf), notably removing recognition for

“waqf-by-user”—a status previously accorded to

property used uninterruptedly for religious or

charitable purposes—and allowing the inclusion of

non-Muslim members in Waqf Boards and the Central

Waqf Council. Petitioners—comprising opposition

parties, civil society organizations, and Muslim

community groups—argue the amendments violate

Article 26 of the Indian Constitution, which protects

religious communities’ right to manage their own

affairs. [Ministry of Minority Affairs, India]

During the previous hearing on April 17, the central

government assured the Court that until May 5, no

waqf properties, including waqf-by-user sites, would be

de-notified and no non-Muslim appointments would

be made to waqf bodies. This assurance was reiterated

as the Court declined to pass an interim stay at that

stage. Petitioners have urged for a stay on

implementation of the Act, arguing that the

amendments would result in the unjust deprivation of

fundamental rights based on religious identity.

The government has defended the amendments, citing

concerns over misuse of waqf law and unregulated

land claims since 2013. It claims the removal of the

waqf-by-user concept ensures legal accountability

without impinging on genuine waqf creation. The

Ministry of Minority Affairs further contends that the
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presence of a minority of non-Muslims on waqf boards

does not violate religious rights, as Article 26 does not

confer an “absolute” right of administration. [India

Today]

Petitioners counter that these changes dismantle

community autonomy and contradict past Supreme

Court rulings affirming the validity of waqf-by-user. The

All India Muslim Personal Law Board (AIMPLB) has also

accused the government of presenting misleading data

before the court. [Deccan Herald] [The Indian Express]

India: Nationwide civil defence mock drill

to be held amid heightened tensions with

Pakistan

(lm) India will conduct a nationwide civil defence mock

drill on May 7 across all 244 officially designated civil

defence districts, in a major exercise overseen by the

Ministry of Home Affairs. The drill comes as New Delhi

escalates its preparedness following the April 22

terrorist attack in Indian-administered, which killed 26

tourists and has led to surging tensions with Pakistan.

Originally developed in 1962 after the Sino-Indian

conflict, India’s civil defence doctrine now serves as a

key civilian preparedness mechanism during periods of

heightened geopolitical risk. [MoneyControl]

Maldives: President Muizzu proposes law

to limit political appointments and

spending

(lm) President Mohamed Muizzu has unveiled plans to

introduce legislation to cap the number of political

appointments and set a maximum budget for such

posts, as part of a broader effort to institutionalize

accountability in governance. While no specific timeline

was provided for submitting the proposed

constitutional amendments, Muizzu confirmed that the

government aims to table 30 bills in Parliament within

the year.

Speaking at a press conference on May 3, the

president stated that the proposed law—which will

require parliamentary approval, where his People’s

National Congress (PNC) currently holds 75 of the 93

seats—would establish formal checks and balances in

political appointments and removals. The

announcement follows mounting public criticism that
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the Muizzu administration has exceeded the previous

government in the number of political appointees.

The proposed legislation forms part of a broader set of

constitutional and legal reforms laid out by the

president. These include synchronizing presidential

and parliamentary elections, introducing a preferential

voting system to avoid run-off rounds, fixing the start

date of presidential terms to November 11, capping

the number of members of Parliament at 93 (the

current number), introducing recall votes for elected

officials, and dissolving atoll councils, which Muizzu

argues are redundant in the presence of island

councils. [the edition 1]

In response, former President Mohamed Nasheed

reiterated his view that the country’s political

dysfunction stems not from leadership failures but

from its presidential system. In a post on social media,

Nasheed—who has long championed a parliamentary

form of government—argued that many of the

country’s systemic issues could be addressed by

adopting a parliamentary model alongside a

preferential voting system. [the edition 2]

Maldives: Parliament reviews proposal to

dismiss two Supreme Court judges over

alleged misconduct

(lm) The Maldivian Parliament is reviewing a

recommendation by the Judicial Service Commission

(JSC)—the constitutional body responsible for the

appointment, oversight, and disciplinary action of

judges in the Maldives—to dismiss Supreme Court

Justices Dr. Azmiralda Zahir and Mahaz Ali Zahir over

allegations of judicial misconduct. [the edition 1] [the

edition 2] [the edition 3]

Under the Constitution, Supreme Court judges may be

removed with a two-thirds majority in Parliament

following a JSC recommendation. With the ruling party

holding a commanding majority, the proposal has a

viable path forward.

The JSC report alleges that the two judges sought to

influence a lower court ruling to secure the release of a

relative of Justice Azmiralda, which it considers a

breach of judicial ethics. Justice Mahaz is said to have

contacted a Criminal Court judge about the remand

hearing, which the JSC interpreted as attempted

interference. Mahaz contends he was unaware the

individual had already been released and that his

inquiry was made to anticipate a possible appeal. Both

justices deny the allegations and accuse the JSC of
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violating due process, asserting they were not afforded

a fair opportunity to respond. [the edition 4] [the

edition 5] [the edition 6]

The Bar Council has urged Parliament to ensure due

process and allow the judges to appear publicly before

any decision is made. Former MP Ibrahim Ismail has

similarly called for a fair hearing. The Judiciary

Committee began its review on May 5 and has not yet

decided whether to summon individuals. [the edition

7] [the edition 8]

The case arises amid broader tensions in the judiciary.

Both justices—along with former Supreme Court judge

Husnu Suood, who later resigned—were suspended in

February as the Court prepared to hear a sensitive

case on constitutional amendments related to MP

disqualification. The JSC is also reviewing a separate

complaint involving the same two judges and an earlier

incident at the Supreme Court.

Maldives: President says he will not

interfere in ex-President Yameen’s trial

(lm) President Mohamed Muizzu has reaffirmed that

he will not interfere in the ongoing judicial proceedings

against former President Abdulla Yameen,

emphasizing his administration’s commitment to

judicial independence. Speaking at a rare press

conference, Muizzu said he first learned of the

resumption of Yameen’s so-called Fuggiri trial through

media reports and underscored that the Prosecutor

General’s Office operates independently.

The Fuggiri trial forms part of the broader Maldives

Marketing and Public Relations Corporation (MMPRC)

corruption scandal, which involved the leasing of

islands for resort development without competitive

bidding. In this case, Yameen is accused of accepting

over USD 1.1 million in bribes in connection with the

leasing of R. Fuggiri island to a Dubai-based company.

The trial has been repeatedly delayed due to legal

appeals and difficulties securing witness testimonies.

While expressing continued personal respect for

Yameen—under whose administration he served as

Housing Minister—Muizzu asserted that Yameen’s

release from prison was possible only because his

government refrained from political interference. He

also voiced disappointment over allegations from

Yameen’s allies that he had abandoned the former

president, calling such claims unjustified and

personally painful.
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The comments follow reports that a member of the

ruling People’s National Congress (PNC), closely

associated with the Youth Minister, has declined to

testify in the case—highlighting internal strains within

the ruling party. [the edition]

Maldives: Police reassign homicide chief

amid controversial death investigation

(lm) The head of the Homicide and Death Investigation

Unit has been removed from his post and reassigned

to a department responsible for oversight of

investigative standards, amid mounting public criticism

over police handling of a high-profile death case in

Malé. The police senior was on leave at the time of

reassignment, and the police have not issued an

official statement regarding the decision. [the edition

1]

The case involves the suspicious death of a young

woman who fell from a building on April 18. Public

frustration has grown over reported procedural

failures, including delays in questioning key witnesses

and collecting forensic samples. One individual closely

linked to the case was only arrested after large youth-

led protests demanded accountability. The Prosecutor

General’s Office has since instructed police to refer the

case.

In response to widespread outrage, President

Mohamed Muizzu established a Presidential

Commission to ensure an independent investigation

and pledged on May 3 to implement the commission’s

final recommendations. He acknowledged that the

case showed early signs of irregularities and

emphasized that any action taken would follow the

commission’s findings. [the edition 2]

The case has also sparked political controversy.

Allegations of interference arose after the Minister of

Transport and Civil Aviation reportedly contacted the

then–Police Commissioner during a live press briefing.

The opposition Maldivian Democratic Party has filed a

motion of no confidence against the minister, who has

denied wrongdoing, saying he was abroad at the time

and had no direct involvement. Police have cited the

absence of usable CCTV footage and noted that

delayed searches yielded no conclusive evidence. The

investigation remains ongoing. [the edition 3] [the

edition 4]
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Maldives: Parliament advances tobacco

bill proposing stricter controls

(lm) Parliament has passed the first reading of a

government-backed Tobacco Bill that proposes stricter

controls, including a generational smoking ban, and

referred it to a seven-member ad hoc committee for

review. The bill, submitted by ruling party MP Ali

Ashrag, mandates that tobacco sellers verify buyers

were born before January 1, 2007 and are at least 21

years old, even if the seller holds a valid permit.

The committee review was approved by 63 votes,

following a proposal from Majority Leader Ibrahim

Falah to bypass standing committees. A few opposition

MPs objected to both the bill and the procedural route.

[the edition 1]

Amid the legislative process, Ashrag received a death

threat on social media, prompting condemnation from

fellow lawmakers and calls for an investigation. MPs

stressed that such threats are unacceptable and

clarified that bills submitted on behalf of the

government are subject to committee revisions, not

the sole responsibility of the sponsoring member. [the

edition 2]

Maldives: Parliament rejects opposition

motion accusing state media of legal

violations

(lm) Maldives' Parliament has dismissed a motion by

the opposition Maldivian Democratic Party (MDP)

alleging that the state-run Public Service Media (PSM) is

operating in violation of legal standards requiring

editorial independence and objectivity.

The motion claimed PSM selectively provides airtime,

refuses access to various individuals and

organizations, and acts in the political interest of

specific figures. According to the motion, this

undermines the law and fosters a disregard for media

impartiality.

Only 12 MDP MPs supported the motion, while 45

lawmakers from the ruling People’s National Congress

(PNC) voted against it, effectively blocking further

debate. [the edition]

Maldives: High Court upholds detention of

former immigration official
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(lm) The High Court has upheld a lower court’s order to

detain former Immigration Controller Shammaan

Waheed until the end of his trial. He is accused of

receiving over MVR 500,000 (USD 32,500) from a

foreign national via immigration staff after that

individual was released from custody.

Shammaan’s appeal argued procedural violations,

including the lack of involvement by the Anti-

Corruption Commission, but the court found no legal

grounds to overturn the detention. Several

immigration officials were also arrested in connection

with the case. [the edition]

Maldives: Family Court begins closed-door

hearings in case filed by First Lady

(lm) The Family Court has begun closed-door hearings

in a case filed by First Lady Sajidha Mohamed against

opposition activist Mariyam Zubair (Mandhy) over

comments made at an opposition rally alleging that the

president’s underage son was seen using a vape

device. The case accuses Zubair of violating the Child

Protection Act and international child rights

conventions by publicly naming and targeting a minor

with unverified claims.

Related civil and criminal cases—targeting Zubair,

other opposition figures, and the main opposition

Maldivian Democratic Party—are also pending before

the courts and under police investigation. [the edition]

Maldives: Parliament confirms

appointment of new Civil Service

Commission Vice President

(lm) Parliament has unanimously approved Mohamed

Mujuthaz as Vice President of the Civil Service

Commission (CSC), filling the vacancy left by Ibrahim

Rasheed’s resignation. Mujuthaz, appointed to the

commission on April 20, previously served as an MP

and as State Minister in the President’s Office during

the Yameen administration. [the edition]

Maldives: Press Freedom Index improves

slightly, but systemic challenges persist

(lm) The Maldives has moved up two places in the 2025

World Press Freedom Index published by Reporters
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Without Borders (RSF), ranking 104th out of 180

countries with a score of 52.46. While the ranking

marks an improvement from the country’s 106th

position in 2024, the unchanged score reflects

persistent structural challenges, and the Maldives

remains classified among environments where

journalism is difficult to practice.

RSF’s annual assessment, released on World Press

Freedom Day, highlighted ongoing concerns over

legislative and political pressures on media freedom.

Chief among them are provisions in the Evidence Act

that allow courts to compel journalists to disclose

confidential sources. Although the former government

repealed the Defamation Act once used to suppress

the press, no corresponding reforms have been made

to strengthen legal protections for journalists. RSF also

noted that proposals for a government-controlled

media commission and continued state influence over

media financing remain threats to independent

journalism. [the edition 1]

President Mohamed Muizzu, marking the occasion on

May 3, emphasized the role of independent journalism

in countering disinformation and supporting

democratic governance. He reiterated his

administration’s commitment to press freedom,

accountability, and transparent use of artificial

intelligence in news media. Former President Ibrahim

Mohamed Solih, by contrast, warned against

democratic backsliding and called on journalists to be

“fearless in the pursuit of truth” in order to safeguard

recent democratic gains. [the edition 2] [the edition 3]

Maldives: Economy expands by 5.1

percent in 2024

(lm) The Maldivian economy expanded by 5.1 percent

in 2024, with Gross Domestic Product (GDP) reaching

USD 7 billion. This marks an increase of approximately

USD 500 million over the previous year, though the

growth rate fell short of both the central banks’

October 2023 projection by 0.4 percentage points and

the Finance Ministry’s 5.5 percent estimate.

Tourism remained the main growth engine, with the

sector expanding by 7.3 percent. Tourist arrivals

surpassed two million for the first time, and travel

receipts rose to USD 4.8 billion, an increase of USD 500

million over 2023. The wholesale and retail trade

sector also contributed positively, growing by 5.9

percent.

https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-shrhye-l-fi/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-shrhye-l-fd/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-shrhye-l-fh/


However, the overall growth was dampened by steep

contractions in key sectors. The fisheries sector

declined by 49 percent, largely due to a sharp fall in

fish processing activities such as canning. The

construction sector also contracted by 2.1 percent, as

evidenced by a 7 percent drop in imports of building

materials.

Following a 4.7 percent growth rate in 2023, the 2024

figure represents the second consecutive year in which

economic expansion has lagged behind official

forecasts. Despite this, central bank projects a stronger

recovery in 2025, forecasting a 6.4 percent growth rate.

[the edition]

Maldives: President Muizzu revises

economic reform agenda, drops subsidy

and pension cuts

(lm) President Mohamed Muizzu has announced

significant revisions to the Maldives' Economic Reform

Agenda, confirming that earlier plans to cut subsidies

and restructure pension policies have been dropped.

The announcement came during a 14-hour press

conference on May 3, where Muizzu responded to

questions about delays in implementing the original

reform measures.

Previously, the government had aimed to save MVR 8

billion (approximately USD 520 million) from the 2025

state budget by reducing expenditures on welfare

programs such as subsidies, Aasandha (the national

health insurance scheme), and pensions. A now-

reversed decision had also been made to cancel

retirement allowances provided by some government

institutions.

Muizzu stated that the government is now focusing

only on selected reforms, including efforts to reduce

inefficiencies in the Aasandha system and curb

medicine-related costs. However, he confirmed that

other measures previously included in the reform

agenda are no longer being pursued, though neither

he nor the Finance Ministry has specified which

provisions are being discarded.

Instead of cutting welfare benefits, Muizzu announced

a new cost-saving approach: implementing over 2,000

government projects over the next two years through

state-owned enterprises (SOEs) at minimal or no profit.

By conducting projects—such as harbor construction—

at cost through five SOEs under Finance Ministry

oversight, and bulk procurement of materials via the

State Trading Organization (STO), the government
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expects to save between MVR 15–20 million (USD

975,000–1.3 million) per project. [the edition]

Maldives: USD 8.8 billion financial free

zone aims to break debt dependence

(pn) To reduce mounting debt and diversify its

economy, the Maldives has partnered with Qatar’s

royal family–owned MBS Global Investments to

establish the Maldives International Financial Centre

(MIFC). The USD 8.8 billion initiative—exceeding the

country’s GDP of USD 6.5 billion—is scheduled for

completion by 2030 and aims to position the Maldives

as a regional hub for financial innovation, especially in

digital assets and blockchain technology. The

government expects the center to contribute

significantly to long-term economic self-sufficiency.

The agreement was signed on May 4 during a

ceremony attended by the Maldivian president and the

owner of MBS Global. The MIFC is expected to

transform Malé into a major financial hub. Covering

more than 830,000 square meters, the project will

include residential and commercial towers, luxury

hotels, retail outlets, an international school, a

mosque, and a convention center with a capacity of

3,500. It is designed to house around 6,500 residents,

create up to 16,000 jobs, and accommodate 35,000

daily visitors. [Financial Times]

The financial free zone will offer investor-friendly

policies such as zero corporate tax, exemptions from

inheritance tax, strong privacy protections, and no

residency requirements. It will cater to sectors like

private offshore banking, environmental finance, and

digital financial services. Government projections

suggest the center could generate over USD 1 billion in

annual revenue within five years and potentially triple

the country’s GDP in four years. [South China Morning

Post]

The announcement comes amid acute economic

strain. The Maldives remains heavily dependent on

tourism and fisheries but is burdened by foreign

exchange shortages and rising debt. External debt

currently stands at USD 3.37 billion, or approximately

45 percent of GDP, with USD 600–700 million maturing

in 2025 and nearly USD 1 billion due in 2026. China

and India account for 20 and 18 percent of this

external debt, respectively. Earlier this year, India

provided a USD 760 million bailout to help avert a

sovereign default. The International Monetary Fund

(IMF) has warned that the country needs “urgent and

stronger” fiscal consolidation. The finance minister has
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called the upcoming debt obligations the government’s

“biggest challenge.” [The Paypers]

Maldives: Indebted companies barred

from new government projects

(lm) Parliament has approved new measures to

prevent companies with outstanding debts to the state

from being awarded government projects. The move

follows a public accounts committee report revealing

that both public and private entities owe the state-

owned Housing Development Corporation (HDC) over

MVR 1.4 billion (USD 91 million), with private firms

responsible for MVR 1.16 billion (USD 75 million) of

that amount.

Many debtors continue to operate on HDC-managed

land in Hulhumalé, often without repayment. The

committee recommended asset withholding, debt

recovery plans, and policy reforms to ensure bidders

are debt-free before receiving state contracts. [the

edition]

Maldives: Government revokes land-for-

reclamation deals with foreign parties

(lm) President Mohamed Muizzu has announced the

cancellation of all land-for-reclamation agreements

signed by the previous administration with foreign

entities. Under these deals, land was allocated to

foreign contractors in exchange for their services in

carrying out land reclamation projects. Muizzu stated

that his government had revoked the agreements and

reclaimed the plots involved, stressing that no

Maldivian land would be handed to foreign parties

under such arrangements going forward. [the edition]

Maldives: Thinadhoo and Kaadehdhoo to

be linked by bridge; airport upgrade plans

shift

(db) President Mohamed Muizzu announced on May 3

that a 3.7-kilometer bridge will be constructed to

connect the islands of Kaadehdhoo and Thinadhoo in

GDh Atoll. The bridge will also support a revised

strategy to convert Kaadehdhoo Airport into an

international facility, replacing earlier plans to build a

new airport in Thinadhoo.
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The bridge project is still in its preparatory stage, with

the government in the process of selecting a firm to

develop its technical proposal. Muizzu clarified that

there are no new developments on the previously

proposed Thinadhoo International Airport, which has

now been shelved in favor of upgrading Kaadehdhoo’s

existing airport and linking it via the new bridge.

Earlier, the government had signed a memorandum of

understanding (MoU) with Thailand’s Pan Pacific

Company for the Thinadhoo airport project, valued at

approximately MVR 9.2 billion (USD 600 million). The

agreement, signed during Muizzu’s 2024 visit to

Thinadhoo, was contingent on financial and technical

evaluations.

Kaadehdhoo Airport’s current state remains a point of

concern. In February 2025, members of the People's

Majlis Economic Committee recommended reclaiming

the airport from operator Villa Air due to its

deteriorating condition and potential harm to the

aviation sector's reputation. Villa Air, which regained

control of the airport through a court ruling in 2022

after its lease was canceled in 2017, has pledged to

upgrade the airport to international standards by

2029. [the edition]

Nepal: Government unveils policy

blueprint for fiscal year 2025–26

(lm) On May 2, President Ramchandra Paudel

presented the government’s policies and programs for

the fiscal year 2025–26 before a joint session of

Parliament, outlining a wide-ranging agenda focused

on infrastructure reprioritization, tax reform, digital

transformation, energy security, and constitutional

amendment. The policy document, which sets the

framework for the upcoming national budget, was met

with both praise from ruling coalition leaders and

criticism from opposition lawmakers who called it

directionless and blind to geopolitical realities.

Notably, the policy document reaffirms the

government’s commitment to constitutional

amendment—a key point in the ruling Nepali

Congress–CPN-UML coalition agreement—despite

Prime Minister KP Sharma Oli’s earlier public

statements indicating no change before 2030–31. The

new timeline suggests revision efforts would need to

begin by mid-2026. Additionally, key federalism-related

laws such as the School Education Bill and the Federal

Civil Service Bill are to be passed during the ongoing

session, while the Nepal Police Act is to be amended to

accommodate provincial policing powers.
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In economic and development planning, the

government announced it would review and

reprioritize all infrastructure projects based on

feasibility and available resources, with a timeline to

complete selected initiatives within the current

parliamentary term. Redundant or underperforming

projects will be suspended or scrapped.

Energy policy focuses on dry-season power security,

with an emphasis on multipurpose hydropower, green

hydrogen, and biofuel blending. Remittances will be

mobilized through a “People’s Hydropower

Programme,” and cross-border transmission

regulations will be updated.

Other major pledges include healthcare system

reform, expanded digital public services via the

Nagarik App, emissions control through Euro 6 vehicle

standards, and enhanced forest-based industries.

Education policies promise to restructure university

curricula and foster startup ecosystems.

On governance, the document reiterates commitments

to strengthening democratic institutions, improving

service delivery, combating corruption, and

implementing inclusive reforms. A new project bank

will coordinate federal, provincial, and local

development plans to eliminate duplication.

Currently, parliamentary deliberations on the policies

and programs are ongoing until May 11, followed by a

vote after the Prime Minister’s response. The national

budget will be presented on May 29, as mandated by

the constitution. [The Kathmandu Post 1] [The

Kathmandu Post 2] [The Kathmandu Post 3]

Nepal: Teachers end month-long protest

after government agrees to demands and

pledges new law

(lm) Public school teachers in Nepal have ended a

nationwide protest after the Cabinet agreed to a nine-

point set of demands and pledged to pass the long-

delayed School Education Act by June 29. The

agreement followed days of high-level negotiations

between the Nepal Teachers’ Federation and

government representatives, including Education

Minister Raghuji Pant and senior ruling party officials.

The deal includes commitments to subsidized medical

care for teachers, sick leave payments upon retirement

for various categories of temporary staff, integration

into the Social Security Fund, and salary adjustments

to bring pay and grading on par with civil servants.
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Teachers injured in clashes with police during

demonstrations will also receive free treatment. The

government estimates the agreement will place an

additional burden of NPR 8 billion (USD 58.4 million) on

the state budget.

The Nepal Teachers’ Federation, which began its

Kathmandu-based strike on April 2, had refused to

conduct classes, mark examinations, or enroll

students. The protest disrupted the academic calendar

and forced the postponement of grade 12 national

exams until May 4. Teachers warn that if the new law is

not passed within the agreed timeframe, further

protests will follow. [The Kathmandu Post 1] [The

Kathmandu Post 2]

Nepal: Arrest over 2015 massacre case

disrupts planned unification of two

regional parties

(lm) A politically sensitive arrest and rapid release on

May 1 disrupted the scheduled unification of two

emerging regional parties in Nepal—the Nagarik

Unmukti Party (NUP) and the Janamat Party. The

incident centered on Resham Chaudhary, patron of the

NUP, who was briefly detained by plainclothes police at

the event venue in Kathmandu before being released

within hours after Nepal’s Supreme Court deemed the

arrest warrant unauthorized.

The police acted on a letter sent by a court officer

concerning Chaudhary’s prior conviction in connection

with the 2015 Tikapur massacre. That incident

occurred during violent protests led by the Tharu

community in the run-up to Nepal’s new constitution

and left seven police officers and a toddler dead.

Although Chaudhary had been sentenced to life in

prison, he was granted a presidential pardon in 2023.

The Supreme Court later described the arrest as

procedurally invalid and initiated an investigation into

how the letter was issued. The court officer

responsible has been detained, and officials insist the

error was not politically motivated.

Leaders of both NUP and the CK Raut-led Janamat

Party—each representing marginalized communities

from Nepal’s western and southern plains and jointly

holding 10 seats in the federal parliament—

condemned the incident as an apparent attempt to

derail their political merger. While internal tensions

over party leadership roles had already surfaced, the

arrest has fueled further mistrust. Despite the

disruption, both parties say the unification will proceed
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in the coming days. [The Kathmandu Post 1] [The

Kathmandu Post 2] [The Kathmandu Post 3]

Nepal: Conflict victims reject transitional

justice shortlist, demand new transparent

selection process

(lm/rs) Dozens of conflict-era victims’ groups in Nepal

have rejected the current shortlist of candidates for

the Truth and Reconciliation Commission and the

Commission of Investigation on Enforced Disappeared

Persons, denouncing the selection process as non-

transparent, politically manipulated, and lacking in

credibility. In a series of escalating actions, victims

have called for the dissolution of the latest selection

panel, demanded the withdrawal of the National

Human Rights Commission’s (NHRC) representative,

and urged the formation of a new, inclusive selection

body with victim representation.

The groups, representing victims of the 1996–2006

Maoist insurgency, argue that the shortlist of 34

candidates, published on April 27, includes individuals

with close ties to power centers or a history of

opposing victim claims, while excluding qualified,

independent experts. They also questioned how

candidates were evaluated, citing rushed deadlines,

lack of public criteria, and last-minute document

submissions—sometimes on holidays.

Some shortlisted candidates, such as a former legal

advisor to a home minister linked to a notorious

counterinsurgency operation, have drawn particular

ire. Critics say these selections reflect the deep

politicization that has long obstructed Nepal’s

transitional justice process, which was promised under

the 2006 Comprehensive Peace Accord but remains

unresolved nearly two decades later.

Victims have warned that if their demands for

transparency and inclusion are not met, they will form

a Citizens’ Commission to independently identify

perpetrators and document the truth. The two

commissions have been vacant since July 2022, when

the previous government declined to extend the terms

of outgoing members. While the relevant law was

amended in 2023 to reset the process, it remains

mired in distrust.

The groups also met with Prime Minister KP Sharma

Oli, submitting a formal letter demanding that the

appointments be made based on merit and

impartiality rather than political affiliation. Oli

responded that his government was committed to
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concluding the transitional justice process and

acknowledged delays due to political disagreement,

but urged patience and unity, emphasizing that all

parties, including his own, had suffered during the

conflict. [The Kathmandu Post 1] [The Kathmandu Post

2] [The Kathmandu Post 3]

Nepal: Government renews promise to

cooperative fraud victims, but trust

remains low

(lm) The government of Nepal has once again pledged

to reimburse depositors who lost savings to fraudulent

cooperatives—this time through a proposed fund

under the newly formed National Cooperative

Regulatory Authority (NCRA). The announcement,

delivered by President Ramchandra Paudel in

Parliament on May 3 as part of the government’s new

policy program, claims to prioritize compensation for

small-scale depositors.

However, victims and activists have responded with

skepticism, citing a long history of unfulfilled

commitments. In last year’s budget, the government

had promised to return deposits of up to NPR 500,000

(USD 3,650) per person using assets from cooperative

owners or their kin. But nearly a year later, no tangible

progress has been made. Victims are now protesting

regularly, demanding accountability.

The proposed fund’s credibility has also been

undermined by the NCRA’s dysfunction—despite being

established in January, the agency has yet to appoint a

permanent chief and has made no visible progress.

Many depositors question how the new fund would be

financed and why there is still no data or clear criteria

for disbursement.

Civil society groups argue that the government's claims

of having already reimbursed over NPR 1.5 billion (USD

11 million) are unsubstantiated. [The Kathmandu Post]

Nepal: Supreme Court upholds age cap for

central bank governor

(lm) Nepal’s Supreme Court on April 30 upheld its

earlier interim order blocking a government rule

change that would have allowed individuals over the

age of 65 to be appointed governor of Nepal Rastra

Bank (NRB), the country’s central bank. The ruling
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effectively reinstates the age limit for the post, pending

a final verdict.

The case stems from a March 11 government

amendment to public appointment guidelines, which

removed the 65-year age cap. Petitioners argued the

change undermined legal stability and was designed to

accommodate specific individuals, notably NRB

Executive Director Gunakar Bhatta, who has since

resigned and emerged as a frontrunner for the

governorship.

While the court has not ruled on Bhatta’s specific

eligibility, its decision maintains the prior criteria and

signals skepticism toward politically motivated

regulatory revisions. The governor position has been

vacant since Maha Prasad Adhikari retired on April 4. A

three-member recommendation committee led by the

finance minister has yet to propose a nominee. [The

Kathmandu Post]

Nepal: Growing use of national flag in

political protests prompts calls for clearer

regulations

(lm) The widespread use of Nepal’s national flag at

political demonstrations and rallies has drawn concern

from legal experts and government officials, prompting

renewed calls for clearer guidelines on its appropriate

use. Though current regulations under the 2012

National Flag Procedure restrict its use to flag-hoisting

and mandate dignified handling, they do not explicitly

address political contexts—resulting in growing

ambiguity.

The issue gained national attention following violent

pro-monarchy protests on March 28, where

demonstrators—many draped in the national flag—

clashed with security forces. The rally, organized by the

Joint People's Movement and backed by groups like

Rastriya Prajatantra Party-Nepal (RPP-Nepal), resulted

in two deaths, extensive property damage, and raised

questions about the flag’s role as a symbol of unity.

More recently, on April 29, RPP-Nepal again called on

supporters to bring the national flag to a

demonstration demanding the release of party

leaders. Similar scenes have unfolded at protests led

by the Rastriya Swatantra Party and other political

actors, where the flag has been used to signal broader

public legitimacy. [The Kathmandu Post]
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Nepal: Journalists demand investigation

into suspicious death during pro-

monarchy rally

(lm) (lm) The Federation of Nepali Journalists (FNJ) has

called for a high-level investigation into the suspicious

death of a journalist during a violent pro-monarchy

rally in Kathmandu on March 28. The journalist was

found dead in a burning building, and a preliminary

FNJ report pointed to a possible targeted attack by

protesters angered by his close-up filming of the event.

The report raised critical questions, including the

disappearance of the journalist’s camera and the

damage to his mobile phones, and urged authorities to

investigate those present at the scene.

The protest, organized by the Unified Movement to

Reinstate Hindu Monarchy, also saw attacks on major

media outlets such as Kantipur Television and the

Annapurna Media Network, as well as political offices

and private businesses. Another person was shot dead

during the same demonstration.

FNJ accused royalist demonstrators of systematically

targeting mainstream media personnel and warned of

a broader pattern of hostility. The group revealed that

38 journalists have been killed in Nepal since 1999,

including two in the past year, and recorded 73 press

freedom violations between April 2024 and April 2025,

affecting 151 journalists and five media outlets. [The

Kathmandu Post]

Nepal: Amnesty International flags

deepening rights violations

(rs) Amnesty International’s 2025 report highlights a

sharp deterioration in human rights in Nepal, citing a

pattern of state repression, impunity, and systemic

discrimination. The report accuses the government of

using excessive force to suppress peaceful protests,

noting key incidents such as the arbitrary arrests of

anti-corruption students, anti-loan shark

demonstrators, and disability rights activists. At least

one protester was killed by police in Sarlahi.

Amnesty also warns of increasing curbs on free

speech, with journalists, online critics, and civil society

actors facing intimidation and arrest. Notable cases

include the arrest of media executives and social

media users critical of politicians. In 2024, Freedom

Forum documented 57 cases of threats and violence

against journalists.
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While minor gains were made in transitional justice

and LGBTI rights—such as the registration of same-sex

marriages and recognition of gender identity—the

report criticizes legal reforms for lacking accountability

and notes that deep-rooted discrimination against

Dalits, women, and marginalized communities persists.

Despite laws banning child marriage and chhaupadi—a

harmful custom of banishing menstruating women to

sheds—such practices persist, with Amnesty noting

cases of rape and deaths in menstrual huts.

The report also flags forced evictions of informal

settlers and the ongoing exploitation of Nepali migrant

workers, particularly in the Gulf and Malaysia, as key

areas of government failure. It further raises alarm

over multiple deaths in police custody, framing them

as signs of systemic torture and impunity within the

justice system. [Online Khabar] [The Kathmandu Post]

Nepal: Economy projected to grow

significantly less than government’s

target

(lm) Nepal’s economy is projected to grow by 4.61

percent in the current fiscal year, reaching NPR 6.17

trillion (USD 45.1 billion). While the figure marks an

improvement from last year’s 3.67 percent, it falls

short of the government’s 6 percent target and reflects

a slow-paced recovery weighed down by weak savings,

policy delays, and external shocks.

Growth is expected across most sectors, with

electricity and gas leading at 13.82 percent, followed by

transport and logistics at 9.45 percent. Manufacturing

is projected to recover with 3.78 percent growth,

supported by resumed exports to India after BIS

certification issues were resolved. Construction, retail,

and wholesale sectors also returned to positive growth

following earlier contractions.

However, services linked to tourism—including

accommodation and food—are projected to slow to 5

percent growth, down from 21 percent last year. The

decline is attributed to reduced flight operations and

tourist arrivals due to an ill-timed upgrade of

Tribhuvan International Airport from November 2024

to March 2025. The World Bank estimates this and

earlier monsoon-related disasters may have reduced

GDP by nearly 1 percent. [The Kathmandu Post]
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Nepal: Investigations reveal

mismanagement at Pokhara and

Bhairahawa international airports

(rs/lm) Two major airport infrastructure projects in

Nepal—Pokhara and Bhairahawa International

Airports—are under mounting scrutiny as

investigations and public backlash reveal deep-seated

financial and procedural irregularities, as well as

operational failures.

A parliamentary subcommittee led by Rajendra

Lingden, chair of the Rastriya Prajatantra Party (a right-

leaning monarchist party advocating for a Hindu state),

uncovered substantial irregularities in the Pokhara

Regional International Airport’s construction. Although

originally estimated at NPR 14 billion (approx. USD 145

million), the project was awarded to a Chinese firm for

NPR 22 billion (approx. USD 181 million) under an EPC

(Engineering, Procurement, and Construction) contract.

The contractor had initially expressed willingness to

work within the original budget, but authorities

proceeded with the inflated figure and later granted

NPR 2.22 billion (approx. USD 18 million) in tax

exemptions—despite contract provisions making the

contractor liable for taxes. [The Kathmandu Post 1]

A parallel investigation into Bhairahawa’s Gautam

Buddha International Airport—led by a subcommittee

of the Public Accounts Committee—was disrupted

after its coordinator, a former aviation minister,

stepped down amid conflict-of-interest allegations.

Lawmakers are demanding a renewed probe into

inflated land acquisition costs, with evidence

suggesting compensation payouts up to eight times

higher than market value, often justified by fictitious

infrastructure claims. The airport’s construction cost

totaled USD 76.1 million, excluding land acquisition.

[The Kathmandu Post 2]

Operationally, Bhairahawa airport has failed to sustain

international flights since its May 2022 inauguration.

Local investors—who have collectively funneled

around NPR 80 billion (approx. USD 660 million) into

airport-related infrastructure—now face severe

financial strain and have warned of defaults unless the

airport is properly utilized. [The Kathmandu Post 3]

Nepal: Chinese firm accused of fraud in

hydroelectric tender

(rs) A major hydropower tender in Nepal has been

thrown into controversy following allegations that the
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selected bidder—Jiangxi Construction Engineering

(Group) Corporation Limited, a Chinese firm—

submitted falsified documents to win the contract for

the 106-megawatt Jagadulla Hydroelectric Project in

Dolpa district.

Three rival bidders, including Sinohydro Corporation

(another Chinese state-owned enterprise), have filed

complaints with both the Commission for the

Investigation of Abuse of Authority (CIAA) and the

Public Procurement Monitoring Office (PPMO). They

allege that Jiangxi, which has no known record of

hydropower construction, misrepresented its

credentials by submitting false project data and

photographs.

The project, tendered under an engineering,

procurement, and construction (EPC) model by

Jagadulla Hydropower Company Limited (JHCL), is a

subsidiary of state-owned Vidyut Utpadan Company

Limited (VUCL). JHCL officials admitted they were

unable to independently verify Jiangxi’s claims, despite

attempts to do so.

Additional complaints also point to alleged digital

security breaches, including the unauthorized

disclosure of confidential bid amounts on a public

news portal and discrepancies in digital records

(Muchulka), raising concerns about potential hacking of

the procurement platform. [The Kathmandu Post]

Nepal: Government reconsiders Meta

ultimatum amid backlash over social

media regulation

(rs) Nepal’s government has not enforced its threat to

ban Meta platforms—including Facebook, Instagram,

and WhatsApp—despite the expiration of a seven-day

ultimatum issued on April 25 demanding the

company’s registration in the country. Officials now say

an expert study is underway to assess the benefits and

harms of social media before determining next steps.

The registration demand is rooted in Nepal’s 2023

Directives Relating to the Regulation for the Usage of

Social Media, which require all platforms to appoint

local representatives, comply with Nepali law, and

cooperate with investigations. While apps like TikTok

and Viber have complied, Meta has yet to respond

formally to government requests, including an April 17

virtual meeting.

Government officials argue that Meta’s lack of local

presence hampers law enforcement, especially in
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cybercrime cases involving defamation or abuse.

However, a coalition of 31 civil society groups warned

that threats of banning platforms without due process

would violate constitutional protections on freedom of

expression and digital rights.

Meanwhile, Parliament is reviewing a bill to codify the

directives into law, raising concerns from both rights

groups and the Asia Internet Coalition (AIC), an

industry body representing global tech firms. Critics

argue that overly restrictive measures risk chilling

speech, disrupting diaspora communication, and

deterring tech-sector investment. [The Kathmandu

Post]

Pakistan: Intelligence chief appointed

national security adviser

(lm) Amid rising tensions with neighboring India

following the April 22 terrorist attack in Indian-

administered Kashmir, Pakistan has appointed

Lieutenant General Muhammad Asim Malik, head of

the powerful Inter-Services Intelligence (ISI), as the

country’s new National Security Adviser. Malik, who

has led the ISI since September 2024, now formally

assumes a key civilian role while retaining significant

influence over Pakistan’s security and foreign policy,

particularly toward India and Afghanistan. [Arab News

1]

On May 6, Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif visited ISI

headquarters for a high-level security briefing. Joined

by service chiefs and senior ministers, he was briefed

on internal and external threats, counterterrorism

operations, and defense preparedness in light of

India’s increasingly assertive stance. The leadership

reaffirmed that Pakistan’s armed forces—backed by all

state institutions and the public—stand fully prepared

to uphold the country’s sovereignty and deliver a

decisive response if provoked. [SAMAA 1]

In parallel, the government convened a closed-door

security briefing with political party leaders to promote

consensus on national strategy. While most parties

attended, the opposition Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI)

of jailed ex-Prime Minister Imran Khan boycotted the

session, describing it as a limited and unilateral effort.

PTI instead called for an All Parties Conference to

ensure an inclusive national dialogue. The party

reiterated its commitment to national defense but

criticized the government for missing an opportunity to

build political trust. [SAMAA 2]
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Meanwhile, the National Assembly unanimously

supported a firm stance against Indian aggression.

Lawmakers, including PTI chairman Gohar Ali Khan,

called for restraint in rhetoric but warned that Pakistan

would respond with maximum force if attacked. [Arab

News 2]

Pakistan: Detained Baloch rights activist

ends hunger strike as court agrees to

review her case

(lm) Mahrang Baloch, a prominent Baloch rights activist

detained since March on charges including terrorism

and sedition, has ended her hunger strike after the

Balochistan High Court agreed to consider an

application challenging her extended administrative

detention; a hearing has been scheduled for May 7.

The move comes after over a month of inaction by the

judiciary, which had effectively blocked appeals and

left her detention solely in the hands of provincial

authorities.

Baloch and four other members of the Baloch Yakjehti

Committee — a grassroots organization advocating for

justice and rights in Balochistan — began their hunger

strike two weeks ago to protest alleged mistreatment

by police while in custody. Since then, international

pressure has intensified, with 13 United Nations

human rights experts expressing concern over what

they called the criminalization of peaceful advocacy in

Pakistan. They warned that the government’s actions

conflated minority rights campaigning with terrorism

and undermined core freedoms. The experts also

noted travel bans imposed on several Baloch activists,

including Mahrang.

The case reflects growing tension in Balochistan,

Pakistan’s most resource-rich yet economically

marginalized province, where the Baloch minority has

long protested extrajudicial killings, forced

disappearances, and economic exploitation. Pakistani

authorities deny these allegations. [Arab News]

Pakistan: Oil refineries pursue major

upgrades to boost domestic fuel

production

(lm) Pakistan’s leading oil refineries are moving

forward with multi-billion-dollar investments to

modernize plants and expand domestic production

capacity for petrol and diesel, aiming to reduce
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dependence on imported fuels. During a meeting with

Finance Minister Muhammad Aurangzeb on May 5,

refinery executives outlined upgrade plans that could

save the country close to USD 1 billion annually in

foreign exchange.

In 2024, Pakistan imported USD 5.1 billion in oil

products, with 137,000 barrels per day of crude

sourced primarily from Saudi Arabia and the UAE. The

Finance Ministry acknowledged the sector’s concerns

about a shift in the sales tax regime under the 2024

Finance Act, which replaced zero-rating with

exemptions on petroleum products—raising capital

and operational costs by disallowing input tax credits.

Pakistan’s refineries currently process 450,000 barrels

per day, with output rising in 2025 to meet increasing

demand in the transport and agriculture sectors. [Arab

News]

Pakistan: UN ranks country among top

five globally for poverty levels, highlights

deep gender gaps

(lm) According to the United Nations Development

Programme’s (UNDP) 2024 report, Pakistan ranks

among the five countries with the highest number of

people living in poverty, with 38.3 percent of its

population experiencing multidimensional poverty.

This measure goes beyond income and reflects

overlapping deprivations in areas such as healthcare,

education, and access to clean water and electricity. An

additional 12.9 percent of Pakistanis are identified as

vulnerable to falling into poverty.

The report attributes the widespread deprivation to

Pakistan’s prolonged macroeconomic crisis, which has

severely limited social protections and economic

opportunities, particularly for those in informal

employment.

In parallel, the country ranks 142 out of 146 on the

Global Gender Gap Index, underscoring persistent

inequality in women's economic participation, political

representation, and access to services. Despite these

structural challenges, the UNDP noted some

improvements. Its voter education campaign ahead of

the 2024 general elections reached 85 million people—

including 31 million women—and contributed to

registering over 100,000 new voters. This helped raise

female voter turnout to 43 percent, up from 39.7

percent in 2018. [Arab News]
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Pakistan: Government expects tax-to-GDP

ratio to rise to 10.6 percent by June

(lm) Pakistan’s Finance Minister Muhammad

Aurangzeb has announced that the country’s tax-to-

GDP ratio is expected to reach 10.6 percent by the end

of the current fiscal year, up from 8.8 percent in fiscal

year 2023–24. The figure was shared during a meeting

with Standard & Poor’s Global Ratings as part of

Pakistan’s sovereign credit rating review.

Aurangzeb said the government remained committed

to sustainable and inclusive economic growth,

outlining reforms such as the automation of tax

administration, the activation of the National Tax

Council, and the introduction of agricultural income

taxation. These efforts are aligned with the goals of the

37-month Extended Fund Facility (EFF) with the

International Monetary Fund (IMF), under which the

government aims to raise the tax-to-GDP ratio to 13

percent.

He added that foreign exchange reserves are projected

to reach USD 14 billion by the end of June, as Pakistan

continues to implement measures to stabilize the

economy. The finance minister also pointed to recent

improvements in the primary balance, a narrowing

current account deficit, and falling inflation as

indicators of strengthening macroeconomic

fundamentals. [Arab News]

Pakistan: Central bank cuts interest rate

(lm) Pakistan’s central bank has reduced its key policy

rate by 100 basis points to 11 percent—the lowest level

since December 2021—in an effort to spur economic

growth amid escalating geopolitical tensions and trade

challenges. The decision, announced on May 5, follows

heightened tensions with India after the April 22 attack

in Indian-administered Kashmir, which New Delhi

blamed on Islamabad. At the same time, U.S.-imposed

tariffs and broader global financial uncertainty are

straining Pakistan’s economic outlook.

While inflation has eased to 8 percent in April,

primarily due to falling food and electricity prices,

Pakistan’s large-scale manufacturing growth remains

sluggish at just 1.9 percent. The central bank now

projects economic growth to land between 2.5 and 3.5

percent—below the government’s 3.6 percent target—

due to underperformance in agriculture and industry.

The IMF is expected to approve the next USD 1 billion

tranche of its ongoing bailout this week, with Pakistan
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aiming to build up foreign reserves to USD 14 billion by

next month.

Despite the cut, business groups criticized the rate as

still being too high and urged deeper reductions to

stimulate investment. Analysts, however, welcomed

the move as a necessary step to jumpstart growth,

especially given Pakistan’s record April trade deficit of

USD 3.4 billion and dependence on external inflows.

[Arab News]

Pakistan: Government secures USD 700

million in digital pledges, vows to fast-

track foreign investment

(sn/lm) Pakistan has secured USD 700 million in foreign

funding commitments during its inaugural Digital

Foreign Direct Investment (DFDI) Summit, while also

reaffirming its commitment to accelerating the

implementation of broader foreign investment

projects through its Special Investment Facilitation

Council (SIFC).

The DFDI Summit convened over 400 delegates and

200 companies from 30 countries, including 16 Digital

Cooperation Organization (DCO) member states. While

IT exports have risen to USD 3 billion—up 26 percent in

the first half of the fiscal year—industry concerns

persist over recurring internet disruptions. The

Pakistan Software Houses Association (P@SHA) warned

in 2024 that these could cost the economy up to USD

300 million. The government denies that the national

firewall is used for censorship. [Arab News 1]

Meanwhile, on May 3, Deputy Prime Minister and

Foreign Minister Ishaq Dar chaired a high-level meeting

to review progress on foreign investment initiatives. He

emphasized that the government is committed to

ensuring that pledged investments are translated into

measurable outcomes, particularly in strategic sectors

such as energy, agriculture, tourism, minerals, and

information technology.

To streamline this process, Pakistan established the

SIFC in June 2023. This joint civil-military body is tasked

with fast-tracking foreign investment projects and

removing bureaucratic hurdles. According to official

figures, the SIFC has enabled the signing of several

multi-billion-dollar agreements with international

partners since its inception. [Arab News 2]
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Pakistan: Chinese electric carmaker

launches national charging network

(sn) Chinese electric vehicle manufacturer BYD—one of

the world’s largest producers of electric cars and

batteries—has launched Pakistan’s largest New Energy

Vehicle (NEV) charging network in collaboration with

Mega Motor Company (MMC), a local automotive

distributor, and the Hub Power Company (HUBCO),

Pakistan’s first and largest independent power

producer.

The project builds on BYD and MMC’s 2024 partnership

to introduce electric vehicles (EVs) in Pakistan,

supporting the government’s National Electric Vehicles

Policy (2019), which targets 30 percent EV adoption by

2030. As part of these efforts, the government has

reduced electricity tariffs at EV charging stations by 45

percent to encourage a transition from conventional

vehicles.

In January 2025, the government announced a USD

250 million investment in an EV manufacturing facility

with China’s ADM Group. The plant aims to increase

local EV supply and create jobs. Pakistan currently

operates over 30 million two- and three-wheeled

vehicles, consuming more than USD 5 billion in

petroleum annually. [Arab News]

Pakistan: Militancy surges in Balochistan

and KP despite slight nationwide drop in

attacks

(sn) Pakistan’s internal security situation remains

volatile as violence intensifies in Balochistan and

Khyber Pakhtunkhwa (KP), with dozens killed in the

past week amid militant attacks and counterterrorism

operations. Military engagements across North and

South Waziristan, Khyber, and Bannu districts resulted

in the deaths of at least eleven Pakistani Taliban (TTP)

militants and one soldier. Security forces recovered

weapons and explosives, launching sanitization

operations across the affected areas.

In Balochistan, security forces killed ten militants in

two separate operations in Kech and Ziarat districts,

followed by clearance missions. Tensions escalated

when a separatist group abducted five police officers

from a prison van in Kalat district after ambushing it

with around 30 armed militants. The group released

ten prisoners and two convicts, but the officers remain

missing. [Arab News 1] [DAWN 1] [DAWN 2]
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Separately, KP's Counter Terrorism Department (CTD)

engaged and killed two militants in Bannu’s Chashmi

area, suffering three personnel fatalities and two

injuries. Days later, three additional militants were

killed in the same region. These incidents reflect a

broader resurgence in militant activity since the

collapse of Islamabad’s truce with the TTP in late 2022.

The Pakistani army has also accused Afghanistan of

harboring militant groups, a claim denied by Kabul.

[DAWN 3] [Arab News 2] [Arab News 3] [ISPR]

While violence remains acute in Balochistan and KP, a

new report by the Pakistan Institute for Conflict and

Security Studies (PICSS) noted that militant attacks

nationwide declined by 22 percent in April compared

to March, with fatalities and injuries down by 63 and

49 percent, respectively. PICSS attributes the drop to

more effective intelligence-led operations and

increased border security. Still, officials warn that the

situation remains highly fragile amid worsening ties

with India and ongoing unrest in both provinces. [Arab

News 4]

Sri Lanka: Local elections held after

seven-year gap

(lm/db/sl) Sri Lanka held local government elections on

May 6, marking the first such polls in seven years and a

significant moment in the country’s democratic

calendar. Elections were held for 339 out of 341 local

authorities, excluding the Kalmunai Municipal Council

due to an ongoing legal process and the Elpitiya

Pradeshiya Sabha, which had already concluded its

vote. Conducted under a mixed electoral system, 60

percent of council members are elected through the

district system and 40 percent through proportional

representation. [Ada Derana 1] [Ada Derana 2]

Despite being local in scope, the elections have taken

on national importance as they represent the first

electoral test since the National People’s Power (NPP)

took office, displacing traditional political forces.

President Anura Kumara Dissanayake, leader of the

NPP, actively campaigned to consolidate his party’s

gains and challenge the long-standing dominance of

the Samagi Jana Balawegaya (SJB) and the Sri Lanka

Podujana Peramuna (SLPP), now led by Namal

Rajapaksa, the eldest son of former Prime Minister

Mahinda Rajapaksa. The United National Party (UNP)

and Sarvajana Balaya also contested the elections, with

some observers predicting opposition alliances may

emerge in hung councils. [Daily Mirror 1]
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The run-up to the polls was marred by rising tensions

and legal violations. Between May 2 and 3, authorities

arrested five candidates and 22 supporters over

breaches of election regulations, bringing the total

number of arrests linked to the elections to 233,

including 43 candidates. The police reported 524

complaints relating to electoral misconduct. [Ada

Derana 3]

Prime Minister Harini Amarasuriya also faces scrutiny

over an alleged violation of campaign rules. Two formal

complaints—filed by the election watchdog PAFFREL

and the opposition SJB—claim she urged supporters to

campaign during the legally mandated silent period,

possibly inciting a breach of electoral law. [Daily Mirror

2] [Daily Mirror 3]

Sri Lanka: Ruling alliance asserts political

dominance amid criticism from

opposition

(lm) Political tensions were on full display during Sri

Lanka’s May Day rallies, as leaders from the ruling

National People's Power (NPP) alliance and the

opposition Sri Lanka Podujana Peramuna (SLPP)

clashed over the government’s record and future

trajectory.

President Anura Kumara Dissanayake, addressing a

massive May Day rally at Galle Face, claimed that the

NPP is now the only viable political force in Sri Lanka.

He argued that traditional parties had collapsed into

irrelevance, calling them “a pile of scrap,” and asserted

that the real challenge lies not in external opposition

but in managing contradictions within the ruling

coalition itself. Emphasizing the government's reform

path, Dissanayake urged trade unions to abandon

outdated attitudes, highlighting the administration’s

early actions such as increasing public sector wages

and rejecting constitutional privileges. [Daily Mirror 1]

Prime Minister Harini Amarasuriya echoed the

President’s tone, declaring that rival presidential

hopefuls “have no chance” in upcoming elections and

dismissing rebranded opposition groups as “old wine

in new bottles.” Speaking both at the May Day rally and

other events, she stressed that the public would not

trust the opposition unless it fundamentally changes

its behavior and ideology.

She also criticized the promotion of controversial

figures like Sivanesathurai Chandrakanthan, better

known as Pillayan, a former Tamil militant leader

turned politician, whose elevation she said reflects the
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opposition’s desperation. Pillayan, once a commander

in the breakaway Tamil Makkal Viduthalai Pulikal

(TMVP), has been implicated in serious rights abuses

during and after Sri Lanka’s civil war, but is now

portrayed by some opposition factions as a national

figure. [Daily Mirror 2] [Daily Mirror 3]

Responding from the opposition side, SLPP MP Namal

Rajapaksa—son of former President Mahinda

Rajapaksa and a key figure in the political dynasty—

used the party’s May Day platform to accuse the NPP

of gaining power through "endless lies". He attacked

the government for imposing unbearable taxes,

arguing that the Rajapaksa administration never levied

such burdens during crises. Defending his father’s

legacy, Namal insisted the SLPP always stood with

ordinary citizens and pledged to rebuild the country

through renewed political unity. He called on former

SLPP members to return to the fold, asserting that the

party still holds deep support among the public and

remains a vehicle for future development. [Daily Mirror

4]

Sri Lanka: Batalanda Commission report

sent to Attorney General after 25 years

(lm) The long-delayed report of the Batalanda

Commission—established to investigate alleged illegal

detention centers and torture chambers at the

Batalanda housing complex during the late 1980s—has

been formally referred to the Attorney General by the

Presidential Secretariat. The move follows a directive

by President Anura Kumara Dissanayake and a Cabinet

decision to initiate legal and administrative action

based on the report’s findings.

The alleged abuses occurred during the state’s

crackdown on the 1988–1989 insurrection led by the

Janatha Vimukthi Peramuna (JVP), a Marxist party that

now leads the ruling alliance and is the political home

of the incumbent president. The Batalanda

Commission, appointed in the mid-1990s, investigated

extrajudicial detentions and killings but its

recommendations were never acted upon—until now.

This marks the first formal step toward implementing

the findings nearly 25 years after the report was

completed. [Daily Mirror]

Sri Lanka: Former president questions

how current president knew details of

Bribery Commission summons
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(lm) Former President Ranil Wickremesinghe has

questioned how President Anura Kumara Dissanayake

became aware of his private correspondence with the

Bribery Commission regarding scheduling a testimony.

Wickremesinghe said he had requested

postponements due to travel and legal representation,

but was surprised when the president referenced the

matter publicly.

The former president appeared before the Bribery

Commission on April 29 over an investigation into the

withdrawal and use of Uva Provincial Council funds

under the previous administration. He defended the

practice, arguing that circulating funds through

recurrent and capital expenditures supports economic

activity, while keeping public funds idle in bank

accounts undermines growth. He cited the 2024 Public

Financial Management Act to justify his position. [Daily

Mirror]

Sri Lanka: Suspended police chief requests

protection after alleged death threats

(lm) Suspended Inspector General of Police (IGP)

Deshabandu Tennakoon has formally requested police

protection, citing reported death threats against him

by an alleged underworld figure. Tennakoon, currently

under suspension and facing legal proceedings in

connection with a shooting incident, submitted his

request to Acting IGP Priyantha Weerasuriya after

reports emerged that his security detail had been

withdrawn. [Daily Mirror]

Sri Lanka: Court eases bail conditions for

ex-minister and others in corruption case

(lm) A Colombo court has relaxed bail conditions for

former Minister Anura Priyadarshana Yapa and three

associates involved in a financial misconduct

investigation. The suspects, previously required to

report monthly to the Financial Crimes Investigation

Division (FCID), are now exempt from this requirement.

The case involves dry rations worth LKR 6 million

(approximately USD 20,400), originally meant for flood

victims in 2014, which were allegedly misused for other

purposes. The case was postponed to September 2.

[Daily Mirror]
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Sri Lanka: Bribed money vastly exceeds

fines collected in corruption cases

(lm) The Sri Lankan government collected LKR 462,000

(USD 1,570) in court fines and compensations from

bribery cases in the first quarter of 2025, while the

total value of bribes involved reached LKR 6.5 million

(USD 22,100), according to the Commission to

Investigate Allegations of Bribery or Corruption

(CIABOC).

CIABOC received 1,267 complaints during the period,

forwarding 1,127 for investigation. Authorities

conducted 24 raids, leading to 20 arrests that included

police officers, civil servants, and other public sector

personnel. Twenty-four individuals have been

prosecuted, primarily for bribery and corruption, with

11 convictions secured. However, 261 cases remain

pending. [Daily Mirror 1]

These figures come amid a high-profile fraud case at

the Department of Motor Traffic (DMT), which has

prompted targeted anti-corruption reforms. A

businessman and vehicle showroom owner was

arrested for conspiring with local DMT officials to

fraudulently register luxury vehicles using falsified

documentation. In one instance, a luxury Toyota Land

Cruiser was illegally registered under a truck’s license,

resulting in over LKR 50 million (USD 170,000) in lost

tax revenue. [Daily Mirror 2]

In response, the transport minister announced a

comprehensive crackdown at the DMT, including the

installation of CCTV cameras at its facilities and the

enforcement of a zero-tolerance policy toward bribery.

[Daily Mirror 3]

Sri Lanka: Government files defamation

complaint against former senior official

(lm) Sri Lanka’s presidential office has filed a legal

complaint against Tusitha Halloluwa, a former Director

General of Public Relations under ex-President

Wickremesinghe and current chairman of the National

Lotteries Board, over a public statement allegedly

defaming President Anura Kumara Dissanayake. [Daily

Mirror]

Sri Lanka: Suspect dies in police custody,

investigation launched into alleged

misconduct
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(lm) A 27-year-old man arrested for alleged drug

possession has died while in police custody in

Kosgoda, prompting an internal investigation into

possible police misconduct. The suspect was

reportedly taken ill and died upon admission to

hospital the day after his arrest. His family alleges that

he was physically abused by officers, claiming he was

"manhandled until he died."

Senior police officials have pledged a formal inquiry

into the incident, stating that appropriate action will be

taken if misconduct by officers is confirmed. [Daily

Mirror]

Sri Lanka: Electricity tariff hike confirmed

for June as IMF urges faster reforms to

state enterprises

(lm) The Sri Lankan government has confirmed that

electricity tariffs will be revised upward in June to meet

conditions under its USD 3 billion Extended Fund

Facility (EFF) agreement with the International

Monetary Fund (IMF). Although the planned hike will

remain below the December 2023 tariff levels, it

reverses a 20 to 30 percent reduction implemented

earlier this year. [Daily Mirror 1]

Officials stated that the tariff adjustment, originally

expected in April, was postponed due to

disagreements over the pricing formula. Nonetheless,

the government has reaffirmed its commitment to

implementing a cost-reflective pricing model as a

structural benchmark under the EFF, which aims to

restore macroeconomic stability, ensure debt

sustainability, and advance structural reforms. [Daily

Mirror 2]

Opposition United National Party (UNP) officials

acknowledged that the earlier tariff cut violated the EFF

agreement, resulting in a loss of over LKR 11.3 billion

(approximately USD 38 million) for the CEB. They

emphasized that receiving the program’s fifth tranche

depends on reinstating cost-recovery pricing and

proper functioning of the automatic price adjustment

mechanism. Opposition Leader Sajith Premadasa

criticized the government for deferring the price

increase until after local elections, accusing President

Anura Kumara Dissanayake of continuing the IMF-

driven economic agenda of his predecessor, Ranil

Wickremesinghe. [Daily Mirror 3] [Daily Mirror 4]

At the same time, the IMF has called for accelerated

restructuring of state-owned enterprises (SOEs),

particularly SriLankan Airlines, highlighting the need to
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resolve legacy debt and improve operational viability.

Although the 2025 budget allocated LKR 20 billion (USD

68 million) to partially address the airline’s debt, the

IMF stressed that progress has been too slow.

SriLankan Airlines has hired a financial advisor to assist

with bond restructuring, but the IMF wants faster and

broader implementation of reforms.

The IMF also urged greater transparency and

governance across 52 SOEs, including timely audit

reporting, elimination of foreign-denominated

borrowing, and operation on a purely commercial

basis. Sectors like electricity and fuel were singled out

for urgent reform to ensure efficient and corruption-

free service delivery. While the IMF acknowledged Sri

Lanka’s improving economic indicators—such as

reserve accumulation and reform progress—it warned

of significant downside risks from global trade policy

uncertainty. [Daily Mirror 5] [Daily Mirror 6]

Sri Lanka: March current account surplus

hits record USD 459 million amid

remittance boom

(lm) Sri Lanka posted its highest monthly current

account surplus since January 2023, recording USD 459

million in March 2025, according to data from the

Central Bank of Sri Lanka (CBSL). The surplus marks

the third consecutive month of positive balances and

was primarily driven by a record-high USD 693 million

in workers’ remittances for the month of March.

Despite this improvement in the current account, the

merchandise trade deficit widened to USD 396 million,

reflecting an increase in both import and export

volumes. However, the trade gap was slightly lower

than February’s USD 411.3 million, with marginal gains

in terms of trade due to a faster decline in import

prices relative to export prices.

Tourism earnings continued their recovery,

contributing USD 354 million, up from USD 338 million

in March 2024. In the financial markets, government

securities recorded a USD 49 million net inflow, while

the Colombo Stock Exchange saw a modest USD 6

million net outflow.

Sri Lanka’s foreign exchange reserves strengthened to

USD 6.5 billion by the end of March, bolstered by the

receipt of the fourth tranche under the IMF’s USD 3

billion Extended Fund Facility (EFF) and net foreign

exchange purchases amounting to USD 402 million by

the CBSL. The Sri Lankan rupee, however, has
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depreciated 2.3 percent against the U.S. dollar so far in

2025. [Daily Mirror]

Sri Lanka: Key export sectors warn of

economic fallout from U.S. tariffs

(lm) Three of Sri Lanka’s key export sectors—apparel,

rubber, and gem and jewelry—are facing mounting

pressure from recently imposed U.S. tariffs, sparking

industry-wide concerns over job losses and economic

destabilization, particularly in rural areas. The 90-day

tariff pause, in place since April 10, is set to expire on

July 9, with Sri Lanka currently subject to a 44 percent

reciprocal tariff by the Trump administration.

Sri Lanka’s largest apparel exporter, Brandix,

confirmed that no U.S. order cancellations have

occurred yet, with shipments secured through

September 2025. However, the company warned that

the fourth quarter could see a slowdown in orders due

to cost-sharing disputes with U.S. brands over a new

10 percent baseline tariff. The company’s managing

director highlighted that while a few partners agreed

to absorb the tariff, most have passed on costs,

prompting Brandix to launch internal cost-cutting

measures to protect margins. [Daily Mirror 1]

The gem and jewelry sector, which employs over

600,000 Sri Lankans, is also bracing for impact. The Sri

Lanka Gem and Jewellery Association (SLGJA) warned

that new U.S. tariffs could render Sri Lankan

gemstones uncompetitive in a key market that absorbs

10 percent of exports either directly or via

intermediaries. [Daily Mirror 2]

The rubber industry, represented by the Sri Lanka

Association of Manufacturers and Exporters of Rubber

Products (SLAMERP), faces similarly dire prospects. The

SLAMERP chairperson noted that Sri Lanka’s 44

percent tariff puts it at a steep disadvantage against

regional competitors like Malaysia and India, who face

lower rates on exports such as gloves and solid tires.

The association warned of up to 150,000 livelihoods at

risk and urged the government to secure more

equitable terms to avoid widespread disruption in

rural economies dependent on the sector. [Daily

Mirror 3]

Meanwhile, the construction industry offered a modest

counterbalance to export-sector uncertainty. The

Purchasing Managers’ Index (PMI) for Construction

stood at 54.3 in March 2025, marking its third

consecutive month above the neutral 50.0 threshold.

Growth was attributed to stable input prices, favorable
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weather, and continued demand for small-scale

developments. However, the sector still faces

structural challenges, including a contracting

Employment Index and ongoing delays in materials

delivery. The outlook for the coming quarter remains

cautiously optimistic. [Daily Mirror 4]

Sri Lanka: Central bank warns of USD

10.85 billion climate finance gap

(lm) Sri Lanka’s financial sector must mobilize an

estimated USD 10.85 billion by 2030 to meet its climate

goals under the country’s Nationally Determined

Contributions (NDCs), according to the Central Bank. At

the launch of the Sustainable Finance Roadmap 2.0,

the central bank’s governor warned that the cost of

inaction is rising as climate risks increasingly threaten

macroeconomic and financial stability.

The roadmap, developed with support from the

International Finance Corporation (IFC) and the

European Union, aims to strengthen the resilience of

the financial system while promoting environmental

and social inclusion. It expands on the 2019 roadmap

by integrating biodiversity, social equity, and the needs

of MSMEs and vulnerable groups into financial

planning. It also aligns with international disclosure

standards such as ISSB S1 and S2 and emerging

requirements in global markets.

The governor stressed that “sustainable finance is no

longer optional” and urged financial institutions to

align with Sri Lanka’s broader climate and

development strategy. Stakeholder committees and

working groups will be formed to implement the

roadmap, which is also expected to help position the

country as “investment-ready” in the wake of its debt

restructuring.

Despite earlier initiatives, the Central Bank noted that

the contribution of financial institutions to national

sustainability goals remains modest. The updated

roadmap is designed to address these gaps and scale

up green and inclusive financing, particularly as climate

shocks are expected to further impact agriculture,

infrastructure, energy, and livelihoods. [Daily Mirror]

Sri Lanka: President urges unions to avoid

protests over ‘petty demands’
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(lm) President Anura Kumara Dissanayake has called

on Sri Lanka’s trade unions to refrain from street

protests over what he termed “petty demands,” urging

them to abandon outdated attitudes and allow his

government time to implement change. Speaking

during his May Day address, Dissanayake emphasized

that his government—referring to the National

People’s Power (NPP) alliance—has already

relinquished official privileges, and called for patience

and trust.

The remarks are particularly notable given the NPP’s

composition and ideological lineage. The party is

dominated by Dissanayake's Janatha Vimukthi

Peramuna (JVP), a Marxist-Leninist-rooted movement

that has historically portrayed itself as the vanguard of

the working class. Throughout the 1970s and 1980s,

the JVP was critical of established trade unions, often

organizing its own labor movements through

structures like the Inter Company Employees Union

(ICEU) and the Center for Trade Union Federation

(CTUF), which competed with unions aligned with

traditional left parties such as the Lanka Sama Samaja

Party (LSSP) and the Communist Party.

After re-entering democratic politics in the 1990s, the

JVP began institutionalizing its union influence while

maintaining a confrontational stance on worker rights.

Now, however, Dissanayake’s appeal for restraint

marks a significant departure from this adversarial

tradition, signaling the NPP’s shift from oppositional

activism toward pragmatic governance. [Daily Mirror]

Sri Lanka: Pharmaceutical associations

oppose government-to-government

import initiative

(sl) Three major pharmaceutical associations—the Sri

Lanka Chamber of Pharmaceutical Industry (SLCPI), the

National Chamber of Pharmaceutical Manufacturers

(NCPMSL), and the Sri Lanka Pharmaceutical

Manufacturers’ Association (SLPMA)—have strongly

objected to a proposed government-to-government

(G2G) pharmaceutical import scheme, warning it could

undermine patient safety, damage local

manufacturing, and enable corruption.

In a joint letter, they alleged that the medicine

shortage cited to justify the move was artificially

created by officials with “vested interests” through

delayed procurement, blocked registrations, and

neglect of existing stock. They argued that local firms

could meet demand if supported with fair pricing and

efficient procurement and warned that bypassing

https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-shrhye-l-ykl/


competitive tenders could breach International

Monetary Fund (IMF) guidelines.

The associations called for an immediate halt to G2G

imports, an investigation into official misconduct, and

faster registration processes, while urging open

dialogue to secure a sustainable medicine supply.

[Daily Mirror]

Sri Lanka: Government relaxes vehicle

import restrictions

(pn) Sri Lanka has relaxed several vehicle import

restrictions, as outlined in a government gazette

effective April 29. The directive permits the release of

hybrid vehicles previously stalled at ports due to

regulatory hurdles. It also authorizes the import of

brand-new, unregistered motorcycles under a licensed

scheme.

The policy change follows a dispute with Sri Lanka

Customs over the classification of Japanese hybrid

SUVs, which had been categorized as non-hybrid

models—leading to higher import duties and

significant delays. The revised measures are expected

to ease pressure on importers and reinvigorate the

domestic vehicle market. [Ada Derana] [Daily Mirror]

Sri Lanka: Tourism sector sees growth led

by Indian visitors

(sl) Sri Lanka’s tourism sector has seen notable growth

in early 2025, with Indian travelers emerging as the

leading source of arrivals. According to the Sri Lanka

Tourism Development Authority (SLTDA), Indian

tourists accounted for 29.82 percent of all visitors

between January and April—nearly double their

current overall share of 15.75 percent. [Daily Mirror]

Sri Lanka: Government to conduct staged

economic census in 2025–2026

(lm) Sri Lanka's Cabinet has approved plans to conduct

a national economic census in two phases: agricultural

activities in 2025 and non-agricultural sectors in 2026.

The decision aims to update data last collected in

2013–2014. [Daily Mirror]
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Sri Lanka: Customs to publish names of

tax defaulters and smugglers

(lm) Sri Lanka Customs will begin publishing the names

and details of tax defaulters, repeat smugglers, and

other offenders found guilty of violating the Customs

Ordinance starting June 1. The move aims to deter

willful tax evasion and repeated violations of import-

export laws. According to officials, only individuals and

companies fined after a formal inquiry will be listed.

[Daily Mirror]

Sri Lanka: Government launches credit

guarantee scheme to support small

businesses

(db) Sri Lanka has launched a nationwide credit

guarantee program to expand access to finance for

Micro, Small and Medium Enterprises (MSMEs),

enabling loans based on business viability rather than

physical collateral. The National Credit Guarantee

Institution Ltd. (NCGIL), established in January 2025 as

a public-private partnership, now provides partial

guarantees to financial institutions lending to MSMEs.

Funded with a USD 50 million loan from the Asian

Development Bank, NCGIL holds 90 percent

government ownership, with the remaining USD 5.4

million (10 percent) shared by 13 local financial

institutions, including major commercial and

specialized banks and licensed finance companies.

Eligible MSMEs—those with annual revenues under

LKR 1 billion (USD 3.35 million)—can now apply for

term loans between LKR 500,000 and LKR 25 million

(USD 1,675 to USD 83,750) from participating

institutions. NCGIL will guarantee up to 67 percent of

the loan principal to mitigate lender risk and

encourage approval. [Daily News]

Sri Lanka: Gun violence escalates with 28

killed in 42 shootings so far this year

(lm) Sri Lanka has recorded 42 shootings since January

2025, leaving 28 dead and 23 injured, in a surge of

violence linked largely to underworld and drug-related

activity. Police say 28 of the shootings are tied to

organized crime, with most of the fatalities believed to

be gang-related.

https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-shrhye-l-ykd/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-shrhye-l-ykh/


Authorities have arrested 94 suspects in connection

with the shootings and are stepping up efforts to

apprehend high-profile gang members abroad. Eleven

individuals have been extradited over the past seven

months, with plans to repatriate another 20 suspected

to be overseas. [Daily Mirror 1]

One of the most high-profile cases is the murder of

businessman and music promoter Wasantha Perera,

known as “Club Wasantha,” who was shot dead in

March 2024 during a public event in Athurugiriya. The

main suspect was extradited to Sri Lanka on May 4

after being arrested in Belarus. [Daily Mirror 2]

Sri Lanka: Lack of data access in Starlink

deal sparks national security concerns

(lm) Sri Lanka’s government has raised concerns over

national security risks linked to its initial agreement

with Starlink, a satellite internet provider operated by

U.S.-based SpaceX, after discovering it does not grant

legal access to user data during emergencies. Unlike

existing domestic telecom operators, which permit

government access under legal provisions, Starlink’s

system is currently beyond state oversight.

President Anura Kumara Dissanayake cited past

incidents where access to telecom data had been

essential. He warned that the absence of a designated

local authority and legal access within the Starlink

framework leaves the country vulnerable. In response

to government pressure, Starlink has offered to

provide a dashboard for limited data access, though

officials remain uncertain about its scope. [Daily

Mirror]

Sri Lanka: Chief security officer of former

president transferred without

explanation

(lm) The longtime chief security officer of former

President Ranil Wickremesinghe has been transferred;

no reason was provided for the move. Asoka

Ariyawansa had served in the role for many years,

including during Wickremesinghe’s tenure as prime

minister from 2015 to 2019 under the Yahapalana

administration. [Daily Mirror]
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Sri Lanka: Army hands over civil war-era

gold and valuables for government

assessment

(lm) The Sri Lanka Army has formally transferred 120

parcels of gold, silver, gems, and jewelry to the

government, concluding long-running investigations

into assets seized during the country’s civil war. These

items, previously held by military intelligence, were

confiscated from LTTE-linked banks, camps, and

buildings in the Northern and Eastern Provinces.

The Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam (LTTE), a

separatist militant group defeated in 2009, had

amassed significant assets during its decades-long

insurgency for an independent Tamil state. After years

in military custody, the confiscated valuables are now

set for official analysis and valuation. [Daily Mirror 1]

[Daily Mirror 2]
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Cambodia: Prime minister slams overseas-

based opposition politicians

(dql) Prime Minister Hun Manet strongly condemned

overseas-based opposition politicians for lobbying the

European Union to impose sanctions on Cambodia,

accusing them of undermining national efforts to

resolve ongoing trade issues with the United States

that are harming citizens’ livelihoods.

His remarks came after a two-day diplomatic mission

by exiled opposition figures who urged the EU to
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pressure the Cambodian government.

Speaking at the Sihanoukville Autonomous Port, Hun

Manet criticized these efforts as counterproductive,

noting that existing sanctions—such as the suspension

of the Everything But Arms (EBA) agreement—have

already disrupted trade, closed factories, and harmed

workers. He further accused opposition figures of

failing to attract investment while advocating measures

that damage the economy, urging the public not to fall

for divisive narratives promoted by such groups.

[Khmer Times]

Cambodia: World Press Freedom Day

highlights three major concerns

(sal) During an event marking the 32nd World Press

Freedom Day on May 2, three main concerns

dominated the discussions: the growing impact of

artificial intelligence (AI) on journalism, the suspension

of U.S. development aid, including funding for some

Khmer-language media, and Cambodia position at 161

out of 181 in the Reporters Without Borders ranking.

The event also addressed the consequences of the U.S.

cutting aid to Cambodia, which has left independent

media outlets more vulnerable due to the loss of

financial and technical support.

The government responded to Cambodia’s lower

ranking by Reporters Without Borders by questioning

the methodology of foreign evaluations. According to a

government-led survey, over 81 percent of journalists

rated press freedom in Cambodia as “good,” showing a

slight improvement from the previous year. The

Ministry of Information attributed this to new training

programs and the launch of a national journalistic code

of conduct. [The Phnom Penh Post]

Prime Minister Hun Manet acknowledged AI’s benefits,

including multilingual capabilities and data processing

but cautioned against its potential to generate fake

news. He urged the Ministry of Information to establish

ethical guidelines for AI use in media.

French Ambassador, Jacques Pellet, speaks at the

forum opening that emphasized both the

opportunities and risks AI poses to journalism, such as

the spread of misinformation and the weakening of

media business models. He called for a collective

global response to these challenges.
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Cambodia: Ministry refutes claims of

approved Kampot oil refinery project

(gm) In response to recent local reports, the Ministry of

Mines and Energy has clarified that no approval has

been granted for Guanzun Energy Investment's USD

3.5 billion oil refinery project in Kampot province.

Reports claimed that the Chinese company intended to

build a refinery with the capacity to process 10 million

tons of oil annually on approximately 234 hectares of

land.

A National Television of Kampuchea (TVK) report stated

that the project would be built in two phases over

three years, with an investment of about USD 2.6

billion. The Kampot provincial administration

confirmed that a meeting took place on April 5

between Guanzun Energy Investment and the Kampot

provincial governor to discuss the project. However,

the Ministry confirmed that no approval had yet been

granted. [Phnom Penh Post]

Cambodia: Government reaffirms Funan

Techo Canal construction remains on

schedule

(gm) The Cambodian Ministry of Public Works and

Transport confirmed that preparations for the

construction of the Funan Techo Canal are progressing

according to schedule, with no foreseeable issues.

The USD 1.7 billion project, a joint investment by the

Cambodian government, Overseas Cambodian

Investment Corporation (OCIC), and China's CRBC,

aims to enhance Cambodia’s water transport

infrastructure and drive economic growth.

The Ministry confirmed that land demarcation and

mapping for Phase 1 of the project have been

completed, and the inter-ministerial working group

iscontinuing to follow established procedures to

address the impacts on all affected citizens. The

Cambodian Mine Action Centre (CMAC) will continue to

clear mines before excavation begins, while a technical

team from the General Department of Waterway,

Maritime Transport, and Ports collects further

geospatial data to create a network and 3D maps for

the project. [Khmer Times]

The planned 180-kilometre Funan Techo Canal would

connect the Mekong River to the Gulf of Thailand,

offering Cambodia an alternative to the Malacca Strait

and direct access to international maritime trade

routes. The canal is expected to reduce Cambodia’s
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reliance on Vietnamese ports, while it poses

environmental concerns to Vietnam’s agricultural hub,

particularly in relation to the Mekong Delta. The canal

would also strengthen Cambodia’s economic ties with

China, potentially integrating the country further into

China’s trade networks, with broader implications for

regional economic and strategic dynamics. Cambodia,

already one of China’s closest allies in ASEAN, could

become more deeply integrated into China’s economic

and strategic sphere, particularly in relation to South

China Sea issues.

China’s involvement in the project is seen by some

analysts as part of a broader geopolitical strategy,

referred to as China’s String of Pearls, aimed at

securing maritime trade routes and enhancing its

influence over Southeast Asia. India, in turn, is closely

monitoring the project as part of its broader strategy

to maintain influence in the Indo-Pacific. In response,

India has strengthened ties with Vietnam and other

regional players to bolster regional security and

counterbalance China’s growing presence. [New Straits

Times]

Indonesia: House of Representatives to

resume deliberation on Domestic

Worker’s Protection Bill

(th) DPR Deputy Speaker Sufmi Dasco Ahmand stated

on April 30, that DPR Speaker Puan Maharani and

other House leaders have approved renewed

deliberations on the bill. He also said that the DPR had

submitted input from labor groups to the government,

including proposals on protecting workers from

potential layoffs. [Antara 1]

At the May Day Commemoration in Monas, Jakarta, on

May 1, 2025, President Prabowo Subianto has also

promised to finalize and ratify the bill. The President

believes that the deliberations can conclude in three

months. [Antara 2]

According to the Indonesian ministry of manpower, the

bill seeks to eliminate discrimination, exploitation,

violence, and harassment against domestic workers,

and to formally acknowledge their right to a decent

livelihood, legal protections, and fair treatment. It also

includes provisions on training, balanced obligations

between workers and employers, and reasonable

working hours, and includes penalties for physical

abuse. [CNA]

However, the bill does not include specific minimum

wage levels or limits on working hours. It only requires
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contracts to mention wages and reasonable hours,

without clearly defining them. It also does not address

union rights or apply to domestic workers hired

directly by households. House member Irma Suryani

Chaniago said that this is due to the difficulty of

enforcing protections inside private homes. [CNA]

Although the bill has seen some progress, it has stalled

repeatedly since first proposed by the National

Domestic Workers Advocacy Network in 2004, largely

due to political inaction. On March 21, 2023, the House

responded to a presidential request by holding a

plenary session to approve the draft as a House

initiative. All nine factions support it, but it was not

added to the legislative agenda afterwards. [CNA]

[Human Rights Watch] [The Jakarta Post]

The Bill follows a series of alleged recent violence and

abuse cases against domestic workers. Jaringan

Nasional Advokasi Pekerja Rumah (JALA PRT), a

coalition of organizations and individuals across

Indonesia who advocate for domestic workers’ rights,

recorded at least 3,308 cases of violence from 2021 to

2024. Advocates say that the lack of legal recognition

leaves domestic workers especially vulnerable. [CNA]

In a 2024 press release, the National Commission on

Violence Against Women (Komnas Perempuan) said

domestic workers are vital to the economy. However,

JALA PRT argues that the House continues to prioritize

employer interests. [CNA]

In a 2024 article, Human Rights Watch called on the

Indonesian government to pass the bill and urged

President Prabowo Subianto to push for ratification of

the ILO’s Domestic Workers Convention and the

Violence and Harassment Convention. [Human Rights

Watch]

Indonesia: Prabowo pushes for swift

ratification of Asset Confiscation Bill

(th) During the International Workers’ Day event on

May 1, President Prabowo Subianto pledged to

support the swift discussion and ratification of the

Asset Confiscation Bill to strengthen anti-corruption

efforts in Indonesia.

The Asset Confiscation Bill seeks to facilitate the

prompt seizure of assets gained through criminal

activities such as corruption, money laundering, and

other financial crimes. [Antara]
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Soedison Tandra, a member of Commission III of the

House of Representatives, which oversees law and

legislation, human rights, and security affairs,

emphasized that the Asset Confiscation Bill plays a

crucial role in strengthening Indonesia's anti-

corruption efforts. While existing laws like the

Corruption Crime Law and the KPK Law are in place,

there is still no dedicated regulation specifically

addressing asset confiscation.

He noted that this bill is vital to ensure legal clarity on

what assets the state can seize in the context of law

enforcement, particularly in corruption cases. Although

the Criminal Procedure Code currently covers the

seizure of crime-related goods, it does not adequately

support the recovery of state losses through effective

asset confiscation. [VOI]

Yuris Rezha Darmawan, a researcher from the Center

for Anti-Corruption Studies at UGM’s Faculty of Law,

stated that passing the bill would help the state

recover assets obtained through corruption more

effectively, bolstering its anti-corruption drive.

He added that since most corrupt acts are

economically driven, effective deterrents like asset

seizure and financial penalties are essential, and the

state must ensure that recovered assets are returned

to the public. [Universitas Gadjah Mada]

Indonesia: Prabowo signals state takeover

of privately held state-owned assets

(th) President Prabowo Subianto stated on May 1, that

his administration is prepared to reclaim state-owned

assets currently managed by private entities.

He emphasized that such assets, which rightfully

belong to the public, should be under government

oversight, referencing the 1945 Constitution. He also

noted that he would first seek guidance from the

Supreme Court before initiating any reclamation steps.

However, Prabowo did not specify which assets would

be prioritised in this proposed takeover. [The Jakarta

Post]

This move is part of a broader set of policies aimed at

expanding the government’s involvement in the

national economy. In February 2025, Prabowo

introduced a sovereign wealth fund called Danantara

Indonesia, which aims to raise the country’s economic

growth rate from 5 to 8 percent. The fund is financed

through dividends from state-owned enterprises

(SOEs) and significant budget cuts by the government.
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Danantara functions as both an investment arm and a

holding company for selected SOEs and will report

directly to Prabowo. It is expected to enhance the role

of SOEs in stimulating the economy and attracting

investment to meet national growth goals. [The Jakarta

Post] [The Straits Times]

Still, critics have raised concerns about Danantara’s

oversight framework and its ability to improve SOE

performance, particularly in a regulatory climate often

marked by bureaucracy and corruption. [The Straits

Times]

Meanwhile, the Corruption Eradication Commission

(KPK) is facing a legal setback following the enactment

of Law No. 1/2025 on State-Owned Enterprises (SOEs),

which reclassifies SOE directors and commissioners as

non-state officials, narrowing KPK’s jurisdiction. The

law, effective from February 24, 2025, replaces Law No.

19/2003 and has drawn criticism for potentially

shielding SOE executives from anti-corruption scrutiny,

despite their roles involving public funds.

Key provisions exclude SOE officials from the definition

of “state officials,” weakening the legal basis for KPK

investigations. Under KPK Law No. 19/2019, the

commission is only authorized to pursue cases

involving state officials, law enforcement, or losses

exceeding IDR 1 billion (US 61,000).

KPK announced that it is conducting a legal review to

assess the implications, warning that the redefinition

could undermine public accountability. It stressed that

changing terminology must not create a perception of

immunity from legal oversight. [Jakarta Globe]

Indonesia: Former president Suharto to

receive National Hero title

(th) Indonesia’s Social Affairs Minister Saifullah Yusuf

announced on April 30 that former president Suharto

is likely to receive a posthumous National Hero title

under President Prabowo Subianto’s administration.

[Jakarta Globe]

Suharto had been nominated for the title in 2010 and

2015, but both attempts were rejected due to a 1998

decree by the People’s Consultative Assembly (MPR),

which called for firm action against corruption,

collusion, and nepotism, and named Suharto as a

figure to be investigated.

The prospect of granting the title has sparked renewed

debate, with critics pointing to Suharto’s authoritarian
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and military-backed rule (see AiR No. 17, April/2025, 5).

[Jakarta Globe]

Former president Abdurrahman Wahid has also been

nominated for the 2025 awards. [Jakarta Globe]

Prabowo advocates for labor activist Marsinah to be

nominated for National Hero title

Meanwhile, Prabowo expressed his support for

honoring slain labor activist Marsinah with the title of

national hero. His remarks were made during a speech

at the National Monument in Jakarta on May 1, as part

of the International Workers’ Day commemoration, in

response to a proposal put forward by Indonesian

labor leaders.

He pledged his full backing for the proposal, provided

that labor union leaders come together in support of

the initiative. [Jakarta Globe]

Marsinah, a factory worker from East Java, was

abducted and killed in 1993 following her involvement

in protests demanding wage increases and her efforts

to investigate the detention of fellow workers under

the Suharto-era military regime. Known for her

steadfast advocacy of workers’ rights, Marsinah

became a prominent figure in Indonesia’s labor

movement. Her unsolved murder turned her into a

lasting symbol of resistance and the broader fight for

human rights in the country. Each year, her legacy is

commemorated on May Day, serving as a stark

reminder of the ongoing struggle for justice and labor

rights in Indonesia. [Antara] [Jakarta Globe]

Today, Marsinah is widely seen not only as a symbol of

labor activism but also as an early advocate for

women’s rights and human dignity during Indonesia’s

authoritarian era. In recent years, calls for her formal

recognition as a national hero have grown increasingly

prominent. [Jakarta Globe]

Indonesia: Jokowi takes legal action

against four in diploma forgery

controversy

(th) Former Indonesian President Joko “Jokowi” Widodo

lodged a formal police report with the Jakarta Metro

Police on April 30, regarding long-standing accusations

that he used a fake diploma to contest the presidency,

escalating the matter to the legal domain after over a

decade of dispute. [Jakarta Globe 1] [Jakarta Globe 2]
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Jokowi confirmed that police investigators had

questioned him during the filing process and that he

had responded to 35 questions related to the case. He

has personally identified four individuals whom he

accuses of spreading false claims about his educational

history. [Jakarta Globe 2]

His attorney, Yakup Hasibuan, stated that the legal

team had assembled a nearly complete body of

evidence linking the four individuals to what they

described as a coordinated effort to tarnish the former

President’s image by circulating forged diploma

allegations. [Jakarta Globe 1]

Claims that Jokowi used a fake diploma have circulated

since his 2014 presidential bid, despite multiple denials

and clarifications. Gadjah Mada University (UGM),

where Jokowi obtained his degree has repeatedly

confirmed the legitimacy of his academic records,

including during court proceedings (AiR No. 16,

April/2025, 4). [Jakarta Globe 1]

Yakup urged the public not to spread or react to baseless

allegations

Yakub further noted that Jokowi’s diploma would not

be publicly released out of respect for legal protocols

and personal privacy, and to avoid setting a harmful

precedent requiring all public officials to disclose their

diplomas. Nevertheless, he mentioned that the legal

team is ready to submit the necessary documentation

to authorities upon formal request. [Jakarta Globe 1]

Indonesia: Presidential Communications

head Hasan Nasbi steps down

(th) Head of the Presidential Communications Office

Hasan Nasbi announced his resignation on April 29,

stating it aims to improve government

communications.

Hasan submitted his resignation on April 21 to State

Secretary Prasetyo Hadi and Cabinet Secretary Teddy

Indra Wijaya, noting it could pave the way for a more

qualified replacement under President Prabowo

Subianto. [The Jakarta Post]

He emphasized the decision was deliberate and

expected to benefit long-term communication

strategies, though specifics were not disclosed. Hasan

attributed his departure to challenges handling certain

situations. [The Jakarta Post] [Tempo 1] [Tempo 2]
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During his tenure, Hasan appointed six new

spokespeople under the PCO to strengthen President

Prabowo’s communication strategies. [The Jakarta

Post]

However, his time leading the PCO was marred by

controversy, the most recent being his offensive

remarks regarding threats made against journalists

from Tempo. Instead of condemning the intimidation,

Hasan made several contentious statements and

downplayed the seriousness of the incident. [The

Jakarta Post] [Tempo 2]

Indonesia: Four stand trial over

counterfeit money syndicate at Islamic

University

(th) Four individuals stood trial on April 29 over their

suspected roles in an elaborate money counterfeiting

operation allegedly based at Alauddin State Islamic

University (UIN Makassar) in South Sulawesi.

The defendants face charges for manufacturing

counterfeit Indonesian rupiah notes, forged

government bonds, and fake foreign currencies,

including South Korean and Vietnamese bills. The

illegal operation was reportedly conducted from a

hidden room within UIN Makassar’s library.

After the court session, defense lawyer Ali Jaya stated

that the accused had opted not to present an initial

defense. The trial is set to continue with witness

testimonies scheduled for this week. [Jakarta Globe 1]

The counterfeit ring was first exposed in December

2024, after a series of police operations resulted in the

apprehension of 17 individuals, among them university

personnel, civil servants, and employees of state-

owned financial institutions. Authorities confiscated

printing machinery, sheets of uncut counterfeit bills,

forged state securities, central bank certificates—some

allegedly valued in the trillions of rupiah—along with

paper stock and various production tools. [Jakarta

Globe 1] [Jakarta Globe 2]

The investigation commenced following numerous

community reports regarding the spread of counterfeit

currency throughout Sulawesi. Several convenience

stores in Central Mamuju, West Sulawesi, reported

encountering fake IDR 100,000 and IDR 50,000 notes in

their cash drawers. [Jakarta Globe 2]

Police noted that the counterfeit notes included UV-

reactive watermarks, making them harder to detect.
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[Jakarta Globe 1]

Indonesia: Study on medical use of

cannabis to be launched

(dql) The National Narcotics Agency (BNN), in

collaboration with the Health Ministry and the National

Research and Innovation Agency (BRIN), will launch a

formal study on the potential medical use of cannabis,

following a 2020 Constitutional Court ruling and

mounting public pressure. [Antara]

BNN Chief Marthinus Hukom emphasized the need for

accurate, science-based findings before any policy

decisions, citing ongoing debates over legalization for

medical purposes. The research will be conducted at

BNN’s forensic lab, one of Southeast Asia’s most

advanced.

Despite court directives, lawmakers criticized delays,

noting the recent death of a child whose parent had

petitioned for medical cannabis access.

Indonesia currently classifies cannabis as a Category I

narcotic, though the court ruling allows for research.

The move suggests a possible policy shift, especially as

regional neighbors like Thailand have already

embraced medical cannabis. No timeline for the

study’s completion has been given. [Jakarta Globe]

Indonesia: Human rights groups raise

concerns proposal to send unruly

students to military barracks

(th) On May 2, West Java Governor Dedi Mulyadi faced

criticism from human rights activists over his plan to

send “unruly students” to military barracks for

disciplinary training. Activists warned that the proposal

risks violating basic rights and contradicts national

education laws. [Jakarta Globe]

The idea was first announced on April 28. Mulyadi

proposed that students with behavioral issues be

taken directly from their homes and placed in military-

style training for six months, during which they would

not attend regular classes. He said the idea was

influenced by China’s youth reformation approach.

According to the Hong Kong Federation of Youth

Groups, China sends misbehaving children to special

correctional schools aimed at addressing problems
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such as family issues and school environments.

[Jakarta Globe] [South China Morning Post]

Mulyadi justified the proposal by noting that many

parents are struggling to manage their children’s

destructive behavior. He also emphasized that

participation in the proposed rehabilitation boot camp

would be voluntary. [South China Morning Post]

The proposal sparked public backlash online and drew

reactions from political figures. Deputy House Speaker

Sufmi Dasco Ahmad called on Mulyadi to reconsider

the plan and consult stakeholders in West Java before

proceeding. Central Java Governor Ahmad Luhtfi

questioned the legal foundation of the program and

said it would not be implemented in his province.

[Jakarta Globe]

Ardi Manto Adiputra, Executive Director of Imparsial,

an Indonesian non-governmental organization focused

on advocating for human rights and justice in

Indonesia, stated that the plan would clearly breach

legal provisions. He referred to Law No. 20/2003 on the

National Education System, which mandates a

democratic, inclusive, and non-discriminatory

education system that respects human rights. It also

outlines the aims and functions of education, as well as

the national standards and guiding principles of the

education system, which apply to all existing and

future educational institutions in the Republic of

Indonesia. [Jakarta Globe] [Ministry of Education and

Culture]

Imparsial also urged the Minister of Home Affairs to

prevent the involvement of military personnel in

school discipline. The group raised concern over recent

cases of military violence, citing the murder of a female

journalist in South Kalimantan as evidence that the

military is unfit for shaping student behavior. The

victim, a 25-year-old journalist, was killed by an

Indonesian Navy officer in Banjarbaru. [Jakarta Globe]

[Tempo]

Lalu Harian Irfan, Deputy Chair of the House

Commission X overseeing education, culture, and

youth affairs, also voiced concern. He said that while

the initiative might help improve discipline, it must not

come at the cost of students’ access to formal

education. He pointed out that civics education already

teaches discipline and nationalism, and that the

Defense Ministry offers voluntary national defense

training. He stressed that education on character and

nationalism should be integrated with, not replace,

existing curriculum.
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He further emphasized the importance of thorough

consultation with all stakeholders, including the central

government, educators, and the public, before any

implementation. [Borneo Bulletin]

Despite the criticism, the plan has been implemented

in Purwakarta and Bandung since May 1. According to

Mulyadi, the Indonesian Military has prepared 30 to 40

barracks for phased implementation across West Java.

[Borneo Bulletin] [Tempo 2]

The proposal has also raised concerns about military

overreach in civilian matters, especially following

recent amendments to the TNI law, which have been

criticized as forms of intimidation. [Borneo Bulletin]

Indonesia: Balanced strategy to counter

terrorism threats sought

(th) The Indonesian National Counterterrorism Agency

(BNPT) is currently prioritizing a balanced strategy that

integrates both strict enforcement and preventive

efforts to address potential terrorist threats.

Speaking at the Global Security Forum (GSF) in Doha

on April 30, 2025, the agency’s Deputy for International

Cooperation, Andhika Chrisnayudhanto, said terrorism

remains a concern in Indonesia despite the

disbandment of the radical group Jamaah Islamiyah (JI).

He noted that the BNPT will maintain communication

with thousands of former JI affiliates and ensure that

those who were not part of the group’s official

disbandment are made aware of it.

Indonesia’s involvement in the forum showcased its

achievements in tackling terrorism and violent

extremism, presenting a set of best practices for the

global community. [Antara]

Laos: Transition to underground power

kicked off

(dql) Laos has launched a multi-phase infrastructure

project to relocate internet, communication, and low-

voltage power cables underground, aiming to improve

safety, reduce outages, and modernize the national

utility network. The country has long struggled with

frequent power disruptions, fires, and storm damage

caused by overloaded and tangled overhead cables.
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The project will begin with a 12-kilometer stretch in

Vientiane, covering key areas from Seekhai junctions to

the Presidential Palace and Patuxay Monument. The

second phase will expand to four districts in the capital

—Sikhottabong, Chanthabouly, Xaysettha, and

Sisattanak—while the final phase will extend to

provincial capitals to enhance inter-provincial

connectivity. [The Laotian Times]

Malaysia: People’s Justice Party upholds

election outcomes amid disputes

(tl) People’s Justice Party (PKR) has officially endorsed

the outcomes of its 2025 internal elections despite

claims of irregularities and the surprise losses of

several high-profile figures and senior leaders,

including Nik Nazmi and Christina Liew.

According to PKR secretary-general Fuziah Salleh, the

party’s Central Leadership Council (MPP) reviewed

findings from its election committee and an external

digital audit firm before officially accepting the branch-

level results from all 220 divisions.  She also added that

the decision reflects the party’s inclusive democratic

values, adding that the proportional representation

system allows even losing candidates to send

delegates to the upcoming congress, based on vote

share.

The 2024–2025 National Congress will be held from

May 22–24 in Johor Baru, with around 10,000 delegates

voting in person and over 20,000 online. A pre-

congress tour is being conducted nationwide to

engage members ahead of the event. [Malay Mail]

Malaysia: Sabah People’s Justice Party

(PKR) denies seat negotiations

(tl) Sabah People’s Justice Party (PKR) dismissed claims

by Sabah United Malays National Organisation (MNO)

information Chief, Datuk Suhaimi Nasir that a seat-

sharing deal has been reached for the upcoming 17th

Sabah state election, expected by October 2025. Sabah

PKR information chief Razeef Rakimin clarified that

while informal meetings occurred, no official

discussions between Pakatan Harapan (PH), Barisan

Nasional (BN), or Gabungan Rakyat Sabah (GRS) have

taken place for electoral seat allocation.

He criticized UMNO for making premature and

misleading statements, adding that PH remains open
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to cooperation, but any agreements must be made

formally. However, this follows a report by [TheStar]

quoting Sabah Umno's information chief  Suhaimi

Nasir, saying that BN would contest 40 seats while PH

would be given 33, based on a formula discussed

during a Sabah Umno retreat in Penang last year.

Suhaimi claimed the distribution was aligned with

federal-level unity government cooperation.

On the other hand, Razeef said PH leaders were

unaware of any such meeting or agreement and

accused BN of spreading false claims, especially since

Sabah BN and PH have not formally met on this

matter.

Currently, Sabah PH is part of the state’s ruling

coalition Gabungan Rakyat Sabah (GRS), while Sabah

Umno remains in the opposition. [Malay Mail]

Pakatan Harapan (PH), Barisan Nasional (BN), or

Gabungan Rakyat Sabah (GRS) are the major political

coalitions in Malaysia that currently form the federal

unity government. PH is led by current Prime Minister

Anwar Ibrahim that includes major parties like PKR

(People’s Justice Party), DAP (Democratic Action Party)

and Amanah (Party Amanah Negerara). BN, once the

long-standing alliance dominated by UMNO (United

Malays National Organization) is now a partner in the

unity government, despite being former rivals with PH.

GRS is a coalition based in Sabah, that focused on state

rights and autonomy, and it also supports the national

unity government.

Malaysia: Malaysian Islamic Party Youth

to protest Urban Renewal Bill

(tl) Malaysian Islamic Party (Malaysian Islamic Party,

PAS) Youth has announced a peaceful protest on June

14 in to oppose the proposed Urban Renewal Act (URA)

Bill. While the group supports inclusive and sustainable

urban redevelopment, it argues that the Bill could

harm vulnerable communities by lowering the consent

threshold needed for the redevelopment projects from

the residents potentially displacing them and

disrupting established neighborhoods.

The current requirement of full consent for

redevelopment could be reduced to as low as 51

percent under the new proposal, depending on the

building’s condition.

PAS Youth chief Afnan Hamimi warned that the Bill

might undermine ownership and property rights and

exacerbate racial segregation due to gentrification
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while pushing low-income and minority communities

out of urban centers. He added that a memorandum

on the issue will be submitted to their MPs which will

suggest 10 to 15 alternatives to the proposed

legislation, while support for the protest is being

sought from NGOs, university students and Perikatan

Nasional parties, including the Malaysian United

Indigenous Party, Malaysian People's Movement Party,

and the Malaysian Indian People Party. [Malay Mail]

[Free Malaysia Today]

PAS is the largest component party of the opposition

Perikatan Nasional coalition that holds 68 out 222

seats in the House of Representatives.

Malaysia: Sarawak workers granted equal

labor rights with Peninsular Malaysia

after two-decade wait

(tl) After over 20 years of waiting, workers in Sarawak

now enjoy the same protections and benefits as those

in Peninsular Malaysia, following the implementation

of the amended Sarawak Labour Ordinance (SLO) on

May 1, 2025.

The Malaysian Trades Union Congress (MTUC) Sarawak

Division hailed the changes, which include seven days

of paternity leave, extended maternity leave from 60 to

98 days, and reduced weekly working hours from 48 to

45. Contract workers receive stronger protections, and

all employees, regardless of salary or job type, are now

covered under the SLO.

The law also introduces flexible working options and

stricter safety regulations, with enhanced enforcement

mechanisms to ensure employer compliance. [The

Borneo Post]

Malaysia: Amendments to anti-corruption

law for Deferred Prosecution Agreement

expected by mid-2026

(ga/th) Amendments to the Malaysian Anti-Corruption

Commission (MACC) Act 2009 to introduce the

Deferred Prosecution Agreement (DPA) mechanism are

expected to be tabled in Parliament by mid-2026,

according to MACC Chief Commissioner Azam Baki.

The proposed amendments will be submitted to the

Special Cabinet Committee on National Governance,

chaired by Prime Minister Anwar Ibrahim.
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The DPA, already practiced in countries such as the

United States and the United Kingdom, would apply to

cases involving grand corruption among business

entities or institutions. Under the DPA, prosecution is

postponed provided the accused complies with

conditions such as returning misappropriated assets,

paying fines, and adhering to requirements set by

enforcement bodies and the Attorney General’s

Chambers.

Azam clarified that the DPA requires mutual consent

and does not exempt the accused from prosecution.

Any seized assets or penalties would be transferred to

the national treasury. [Bernama] [Malay Mail]

Malaysia: Peaceful Assembly Act

amendments to be tabled by October

(ga) Proposed amendments to Malaysia’s Peaceful

Assembly Act 2012 (Act 736) are expected to be tabled

in Parliament by October 2025 at the latest, according

to Communications Minister Fahmi Fadzil. The

announcement follows a Cabinet briefing by Home

Minister Saifuddin Nasution Ismail, who reported that

99 percent of assembly applications from 2022 to 2024

were approved.

The amendments, announced earlier by Prime Minister

Anwar Ibrahim on February 13, include the removal of

Section 11, which currently requires rally organizers to

obtain permission from venue owners. However,

organizers would still be required to notify the Royal

Malaysia Police five days before any planned assembly

to allow for appropriate security and traffic

management. [Bernama]

Malaysia: Local authorities required to

establish integrity units by August 31

(ga) All local authorities in Malaysia must establish

Integrity Units (UI) by August 31, as part of nationwide

efforts to enhance administrative integrity, according

to the Malaysian Anti-Corruption Commission (MACC).

Under the new directive, all liaison officers in local

authorities will report directly to the Integrity Unit at

the State Secretary’s Office instead of to local council

presidents, in order to improve governance

transparency.

The decision was made during the National-Level

Governance Committee Meeting, chaired by Chief
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Secretary to the Government Shamsul Azri Abu Bakar.

The meeting also called for ministries and state

governments to act on recommendations made in the

MACC Report from 2017 to 2021.

Additional measures include a review of human

resource circulars related to external sponsorships,

and the proposed adoption of procurement guidelines

developed by the National JTK Secretariat. Ministries

have also been reminded to report corruption cases

promptly, as these reports serve as key indicators

under the Demerit Performance Evaluation System

(DEEP). [Bernama]

Malaysia: Democratic Action Party

Secretary-General dismisses proposal for

MCA to dissolve to join DAP

(ga) Democratic Action Party (DAP) Secretary-General

Anthony Loke has stated that the proposal for the

Malaysian Chinese Association (MCA) to dissolve and

join DAP is highly improbable and reflects only the

personal opinion of Kampar Member of Parliament

(MP) Chong Zhemin.

Loke clarified that the idea has never been discussed

within DAP and does not represent the party's official

position. He made the remarks on May 4 in Seremban,

in response to recent media reports highlighting

Chong’s comments that MCA should merge with DAP if

it aims to uphold multiculturalism, justice, and

progress, arguing that MCA no longer represents the

Chinese community.

Loke, who is also the Transport Minister and Seremban

MP, made the statement during a hi-tea event and

incentive presentation to SPM 2024 high-achieving

students in his constituency. [Bernama]

Malaysia: UPKO to defend Kadamaian

post, eyes more seats in upcoming Sabah

election

(ga) United Progressive Kinabalu Organisation (UPKO)

will defend the Kadamaian state seat and aims to

contest additional constituencies in the upcoming 17th

Sabah State Election, according to its President and

Sabah Pakatan Harapan (PH) Chairman Ewon

Benedick.
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Speaking at UPKO’s 31st anniversary event on May 2,

Ewon confirmed the party’s preparations are underway

and that discussions are ongoing within PH and with

other coalitions. He emphasized UPKO’s intention to

work with both Sabah-based and national parties to

promote political unity.

Ewon, who previously won Kadamaian in a six-

cornered contest with a 3,459-vote majority, said the

state election would reflect Sabahans' unity and

political leadership. He also highlighted the importance

of strengthening Sabahans’ sense of belonging,

particularly in state governance, civil service, agency

appointments, scholarships, and interfaith relations.

Ewon reiterated the need for Sabah leaders to remain

represented in the Federal Government in line with the

Malaysia Agreement 1963 (MA63), and called for

cohesive, non-confrontational political strategies to

better advocate for Sabah’s development needs.

[Bernama]

The Malaysia Agreement 1963 (MA63) is the

foundational international treaty that established the

formation of Malaysia. It was signed on 9 July 1963 by

the United Kingdom, the Federation of Malaya, North

Borneo (now Sabah), Sarawak, and Singapore. The

agreement grants special autonomy rights to Sabah

and Sarawak.

UPKO, based in Sabah, advocate for greater autonomy

and rights for Sabah within the Malaysian federation.

Malaysia: 55 percent share of US glove

market targeted despite tariffs pressure

(tl) Malaysia is projected to boost its rubber glove

market share in the United States from 47 percent to

55 percent, even as it contends with a 10 percent tariff

hike and reciprocal duties under current US trade

policies. Investment, Trade and Industry Minister

Tengku Zafrul Abdul Aziz attributed the potential

growth to Malaysia’s competitive edge over rival

producers like China, which face steeper tariffs.

According to MITI’s Q1 2025 performance report, the

US rubber glove market is expected to reach USD 4.17

billion by 2030, and Malaysia stands to benefit

significantly. Rubber products, including gloves, remain

among Malaysia’s top exports to the US, totaling USD

1.56 billion (MYR 7.41 billion) or 3.7 percent of total

exports. [Malay Mail]
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Malaysia: Investment ministry centralizes

export certification to US amid concerns

over trade misuse

(tl) Malaysia’s Ministry of Investment, Trade and

Industry (MITI) has assumed full control of Non-

Preferential Certificates of Origin (NPCO) for all exports

to the United States. Minister Tengku Zafrul Abdul Aziz

announced the move during a special parliamentary

session, citing efforts to prevent the misuse of

Malaysia as a transshipment hub for products from

countries facing high US tariffs, especially China.

Previously, business councils and trade associations

were allowed to issue NPCOs, but this privilege has

now been revoked due to growing concerns about

fraudulent origin declarations. The decision follows

reports of Chinese goods being relabeled as Malaysian

to bypass US tariffs as high as 145 percent under

policies from the Trump administration.

Zafrul emphasized that false declarations will be

punishable, and the government is committed to

protecting the country’s trade integrity. [Malay Mail]

Malaysia: Penang aims to cut daily water

usage amid climate concerns

(tl) Penang is targeting a reduction in domestic water

use to 250 liters per capita per day (LPCD) in 2025,

down from 261 LPCD last year. Penang Water Supply

Corporation CEO Datuk K. Pathmanathan said this

modest cut could save nearly 20 million liters of water

daily across the state. Domestic consumption currently

makes up 54 percent of Penang’s total water usage. As

a result, the state’s overall consumption is expected to

drop by around 2.3 percent.

Authorities also highlighted growing concerns over

declining dam capacities due to low rainfall and El Niño

effects, particularly at the Air Itam and Teluk Bahang

dams. In response, Penang is investing over USD 210

million (RM1 billion) in its Water Contingency Plan 2030

to secure future water supply. Residents are urged to

conserve water to reduce risks and support the

Penang2030 vision. [Malay Mail]

Malaysia: Anwar administration launches

Madani Workers’ Card
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(tl)The Anwar administration introduced the Madani

Workers’ Card during the Labour Day celebration,

aimed at providing financial relief to low-income

workers. Eligible union members can now access

discounts of up to 30 percent on basic goods and

services nationwide.

The initiative, unveiled by Prime Minister Anwar

Ibrahim, includes partnerships with major companies

like AEON, Mydin, and Marrybrown, among others.

Anwar emphasized that the program aims to foster an

inclusive economy and shared prosperity for all

workers, not just as a gesture of gratitude but as part

of broader economic efforts. [Malaymail]

Malaysia: New markets to boost Halal

industry targeted

(tl) Malaysia is intensifying efforts to grow its halal

industry by exploring opportunities in emerging

markets, especially China. According to Malaysia

External Trade Development Corporation (Matrade)

chairman Reezal Merican, Malaysia has defined

numerous strategies and is now reviewing them to

engage with potential partners to boost the halal

sector. He highlighted plans to reduce trade deficits

through a “retain and regain” mission.

As part of this, Malaysia will host the 21st Malaysia

International Halal Showcase (MIHAS) in Shanghai in

November 2025, coinciding with the China

International Import Expo (CIIE). This aligns with the

Halal Industry Master Plan 2030 (HIMP 2023), which

values the global halal market at USD 5 trillion.

Given the growing demand of the Muslim population

around the globe, Malaysia aims to hit USD 366.6

billion (MYR 1.58 trillion) in halal exports this year,

targeting a 5 percent growth despite global challenges.

[Malay Mail]

Malaysia: Sabah to improve food security

(tl) Sabah Chief Minister Hajiji Noor announced that

the state aims to improve food security by increasing

Sabah’s agricultural self-sufficiency level (SSL) in

agriculture. Currently at 22 percent, the state heavily

relies on imported food.

The government plans to develop over 22,000 hectares

of abandoned rice fields across several districts to

raise SSL. This initiative intends to help the Ministry of
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Agriculture, Fisheries, and Food Industry (MAFFI) revive

the Sabah Rice and Rice Board (LPBS) and strengthen

local agricultural production to at least 30 percent by

2026 and 60 percent by 2030, boosting the state’s food

security. [Malay Mail]

Malaysia: Penang secures MYR 17.3 billion

in manufacturing investments in 2024

(tl) Penang has secured approved manufacturing

investments worth USD 3.63 billion (MYR 17.3 billion) in

2024, reinforcing its status as Malaysia’s top hub for

technology and innovation, according to Chief Minister

Chow Kon Yeow.

These investments span 182 projects, creating over

16,000 jobs. Penang’s unemployment rate stands at 2.2

percent, with a high labor force participation rate of

73.2 percent, reflecting positive market sentiment.

The state continues to lead in sectors like electronics

and semiconductors, which are seeing rapid growth.

Chow emphasized that the state government will

prioritize policies that promote worker welfare, skills

training, and high-value job creation, focusing on

digital, green, and smart technologies to keep workers

competitive. [Malay Mail]

Malaysia: East Coast drug syndicate

busted in largest seizure of 2025

(tl/ga) The Royal Malaysia Police (PDRM) has

dismantled the largest international drug trafficking

syndicate on the east coast in 2025, seizing over 590 kg

of methamphetamine and heroin base worth USD 5.25

million (RM25 million) in two raids in Setiu, and

Terengganu on April 23. The drugs, sourced from the

Golden Triangle via Vietnam, were smuggled into

Malaysia through Kelantan and Terengganu waters.

The syndicates repackaged the drugs in Setiu for

shipment by yacht to Australia, disguising the

operation as fishing trips using rented boats.

Authorities believe this is the first time such a

smuggling method has been detected. The suspects,

both with prior criminal records, were allegedly paid

USD 10,500 (MYR 50,000) each. Police also confiscated

several vehicles, valuables, and cash totaling USD 9,660

(RM46,000). The successful operation followed a

month-long joint investigation by national and state

narcotics teams and the marine police. [MalayMail]
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MYR 15 million in drug precursors seized in Melaka

smuggling attempt

In a separate move, the Malaysian Maritime

Enforcement Agency (MMEA) intercepted a smuggling

attempt involving chemical substances used to

produce synthetic drugs, seizing drug precursors worth

MYR 15 million (USD 3.15 million) in Melaka on May 1.

MMEA Acting Deputy Director-General (Operations)

Mohd Zawawi Abdullah said the operation led to the

discovery of 15 black plastic-wrapped boxes containing

179 one-litre bottles near the shore of Pengkalan

Balak. The chemicals, capable of producing

approximately 150 kilograms of synthetic drugs, were

believed to be transported by land before intended sea

smuggling. Preliminary tests detected

methamphetamine, ecstasy, and nicotine, suggesting

use in electronic cigarette production.

No arrests were made, and the case is being

investigated under the Dangerous Drugs Act 1952 and

Poisons Act 1952. This is the agency’s largest seizure of

drug precursors in 2025 and the first such case

originating from Melaka. [Bernama]

Myanmar: Former NLD MP Kyaw Zeya

detained

(hw) Former military officer and National League for

Democracy (NLD) MP Kyaw Zeya is currently in custody

and under interrogation, according to sources. He

served as a member of the Yangon Region Parliament

from 2015 to 2018, until he was expelled from the NLD

and subsequently joined the People’s Priority Party

(PPP). He later served as Vice-Chairman of the PPP until

his resignation in 2022 due to internal party conflicts.

The PPP has close ties to the military, having been

founded by Dr. Thet Thet Khaing, who accepted a

cabinet position following the coup. After the recent

earthquake, Kyaw Zeya criticized the military’s actions

on social media, which is believed to be the reason for

his arrest. He is the latest in a series of former military

officers to be detained. [BBC News, in Burmese]

Myanmar: TNLA–military talks end

without result

(hw) The Ta’ang National Liberation Army (TNLA)

announced on May 2 that another round of talks with

the military had concluded without any decisive
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outcome. This was the latest in a series of Chinese-

sponsored negotiations between the two parties,

following the TNLA and its allies' significant military

gains in northern Shan State in eastern Myanmar. The

talks took place on April 28 and 29, during which

military representatives demanded the complete

withdrawal of TNLA forces from territories captured

since the launch of Operation 1027 on October 27,

2023. The TNLA delegation, led by Major General Tar

Jode Jarr, rejected the demand. [BBC News 1, in

Burmese]

TNLA to continue cooperation with NUG

In a separate announcement the TNLA stated that it

will not sever ties with the National Unity Government

(NUG), adding that the organization continues to

engage with civil society organizations, political parties,

and other armed groups, and remains actively involved

in the Spring Revolution. The TNLA also revealed that it

is under significant pressure from China to cease

hostilities but emphasized the need for unity in the

face of such pressure. [BBC News 2, in Burmese]

Myanmar: Three Brotherhood Alliance

extends ceasefire to support earthquake

recovery

(anl) The Three Brotherhood Alliance, comprising the

Myanmar National Democratic Alliance Army (MNDAA),

the Ta’ang National Liberation Army (TNLA), and the

Arakan Army (AA), announced on May 1 a unilateral

ceasefire extension through May 31 to support

earthquake recovery and humanitarian aid efforts. This

marks the second consecutive extension, following a

truce maintained through April.

According to the alliance’s statement, the ceasefire is

intended to allow debris removal and ensure

uninterrupted humanitarian operations. Since its

initiation, the alliance has reportedly avoided offensive

actions, engaging only in self-defense.

The Military Council also declared a ceasefire through

April but has not announced an extension into May.

Despite the junta’s declared truce, resistance groups

allege continued military operations, including

airstrikes, artillery fire, and drone attacks, throughout

the period. [Mizzima]
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Myanmar: Junta shelling in Minhla

township displaces over 10,000 civilians

(anl) According to local resistance forces, more than 60

villages in Minhla Township, Thayarwady District, Bago

Region, have been forced to flee as the military junta

escalates artillery strikes and ground operations. At

least three villages have been set ablaze by junta

troops, and over 10,000 civilians have been displaced.

An officer from Thayarwady District Battalion 3802

stated that the number of houses destroyed has not

been confirmed due to ongoing military operations.

The junta has been launching continuous artillery

attacks day and night from multiple locations,

including Infantry Battalion (1), Kyaukdaga Pagoda Hill,

Tar Kale Monastery, and Sitkwin Junction.

A resistance group member reported that most

villagers have escaped to nearby towns, while those

unable to flee are hiding in forests and urgently need

food and shelter. With airstrikes and shelling ongoing,

resistance groups are urging residents to build and use

underground bomb shelters for protection. [Mizzima]

Myanmar: UN reports nearly 3,800 deaths

amid military attacks despite ceasefire

(anl) The United Nations reported that ongoing deadly

attacks by Myanmar’s military have killed nearly 3,800

people, despite a ceasefire declared after a devastating

earthquake. UN Human Rights Chief Volker Türk stated

that the continued violence against civilians highlights

the urgent need for all parties to commit to a genuine

and lasting nationwide ceasefire and a return to civilian

rule.

Türk reported that between the earthquake and April

29, the military launched at least 243 attacks, including

171 airstrikes, resulting in over 200 civilian deaths. He

condemned the relentless assaults, noting that they

are taking a heavy toll on a population already worn

down by years of conflict, now worsened by the

earthquake’s impact.

Nearly 20 million people in Myanmar rely on

humanitarian aid, Türk added, stressing that the

population is in urgent need of food, water, and

shelter. He called on the military to put people first,

prioritize their human rights and humanitarian needs,

and work toward a peaceful resolution to this crisis.

[Irrawaddy]
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Philippines: Ex-President Duterte asks ICC

to dismiss case over jurisdiction

(lm) Former Philippine president Rodrigo Duterte has

formally requested the International Criminal Court

(ICC) to dismiss the case against him, arguing that the

court lacks jurisdiction. His legal team contends that

because the ICC investigation began in 2021—two

years after the Philippines withdrew from the Rome

Statute—the court can no longer exercise jurisdiction.

They cite Articles 12 and 13 of the Statute, which they

interpret to require that a state must be a current

member at the time an investigation is opened.

The request, filed on May 2, seeks an unconditional

release for Duterte and asks the Pre-Trial Chamber to

end the proceedings ahead of the scheduled

confirmation of charges hearing in September. This

legal challenge adds a layer of tension to an already

unprecedented case, which hinges on how ICC judges

interpret jurisdiction in the context of state withdrawal.

[Rappler]

In contrast, a victims’ legal representative Kristina

Conti emphasized that the Philippines has both the

legal authority and obligation to assist in executing ICC

arrest warrants—pointing to Duterte’s March arrest

and transfer to The Hague as proof of enforceability,

despite the 2019 withdrawal.

Vice President Sara Duterte recently claimed she is

named in a draft ICC list of persons of interest,

alongside key figures from her father's administration,

such as former Philippine National Police chiefs Ronald

Dela Rosa and Oscar Albayalde. Conti corroborated

that these names were already flagged in initial ICC

documents, given their central roles in the

controversial "war on drugs" campaign, which is under

investigation for crimes against humanity. [The Manila

Times]

Philippines: Vice president summoned

over sedition case tied to threats against

president

(lm) Philippine Vice President Sara Duterte has

confirmed she will attend a preliminary investigation

into criminal charges filed against her by the National

Bureau of Investigation (NBI), following public remarks

in which she allegedly threatened President Ferdinand
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Marcos Jr., First Lady Liza Marcos, and House Speaker

Martin Romualdez. [Inquirer.net 1]

The case, filed in February 2025, stems from a

November 2024 statement in which Duterte claimed

she had instructed someone to kill the three officials if

she herself were assassinated. The NBI subsequently

recommended filing charges of inciting to sedition and

grave threat. Prosecutors have scheduled the

preliminary hearings for May 9 and 16.

Duterte has defended her remarks, asserting that they

were not meant as threats but were intended to

highlight alleged security threats against her. She

argued that her statements were taken out of context

and “maliciously distorted.” [Inquirer.net 2] [GMA

NEWS ONLINE]

The investigation comes amid broader tensions

between Duterte and the Marcos administration. Her

confirmation came shortly after she commented on a

separate criminal complaint against former

presidential spokesperson Harry Roque—an ally of

hers—who faces non-bailable trafficking charges

related to an alleged scam operation.

Philippines: Son of ex-President Duterte

faces criminal complaint

(lm) Davao City First District Representative Paolo

Duterte, eldest son of former president Rodrigo

Duterte, is facing a criminal complaint for alleged

physical injuries and grave threats, filed by a local

businessman over a February 2025 altercation at a bar

in Davao City.

The businessman alleges that Duterte assaulted and

threatened him during the early-morning incident.

Video footage of the confrontation has been submitted

as evidence to the Department of Justice. Prosecutors

may launch a preliminary investigation and issue a

subpoena if the complaint is deemed credible.

[Rappler]

Duterte, currently seeking reelection for his third and

final term in Congress, dismissed the case as politically

motivated and “planted,” linking it to what he called a

broader trend of weaponized legal tactics during

elections. He has not announced plans to pursue

countercharges. [The Manila Times 1]

Vice President Sara Duterte defended her brother,

calling the case a “political attack” by the Marcos Jr.
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administration aimed at distracting from its own

controversies. [The Manila Times 2]

Philippines: Lawmakers seek probes into

water firm owned by powerful Villar

family over service lapses

(ml/lm) Two resolutions have been filed in the House of

Representatives seeking congressional inquiries into

mounting service complaints against PrimeWater, a

major water utility company owned by the influential

Villar family. The Villar family is among the Philippines’

most powerful political and business dynasties, with

Senator Cynthia Villar, Representative Camille Villar,

and real estate magnate Manuel Villar all holding or

having held prominent positions.

In the Senate, Senator Risa Hontiveros called on the

public services committee to probe PrimeWater’s joint

venture agreements (JVAs) with local water districts,

citing citizen complaints and Commission on Audit

reports that flag legal and financial irregularities

affecting tariff rates and service quality. In the House,

the Makabayan bloc—a left-leaning coalition of

progressive legislators advocating social justice and

labor rights—called on the government enterprises

committee to investigate what it described as

PrimeWater’s “predatory” profit model and urged local

governments to initiate pre-termination of JVAs with

the firm.

The pressure follows President Ferdinand Marcos Jr.’s

recent order for a probe into PrimeWater, amid

national frustration over dry taps and poor service in

areas like Bulacan. PrimeWater responded by saying it

welcomes an “open and meaningful dialogue” with

stakeholders. [Rappler 1]

The issue has spilled into the political arena. Camille

Villar, the firm’s de facto political representative and

senatorial candidate, was pointedly left out of Cebu

Governor Gwen Garcia’s public endorsement of the

administration’s Alyansa senatorial slate on May 5.

Villar has also been absent from multiple campaign

events, and President Marcos has excluded her from

recent speeches listing endorsed candidates.

Observers suggest the backlash over PrimeWater’s

failures may be eroding her electoral support.

Despite the mounting pressure, it remains uncertain

whether the Senate or House—both led by majority

blocs in which the Villar family holds sway—will

schedule hearings before the 19th Congress adjourns

in June. [Rappler 2]
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Philippines: Senior citizens commission

chief dismissed for dishonesty and

misconduct

(lm) The Philippine government has dismissed Reymar

Mansilungan, a commissioner at the National

Commission on Senior Citizens (NCSC), after finding

him administratively liable for serious dishonesty,

grave misconduct, and conduct prejudicial to the best

interest of the service.

The decision stemmed from a formal complaint

regarding misrepresentation of educational

credentials. The official was found to have falsely

claimed a journalism degree from the University of the

Philippines and recommended mid-year bonuses to

ineligible individuals—actions that, according to the

government, undermined the integrity of the NCSC.

[The Manila Times]

Philippines: Press freedom ranking

improves in 2025, but challenges persist

(lm) The Philippines rose 18 places in the 2025 World

Press Freedom Index released by Reporters Without

Borders (RSF), moving from 134th to 116th out of 180

countries—its best ranking in over two decades.

However, despite the improvement, the country

remains classified under a “difficult situation,” with an

overall score of 49.57 out of 100.

RSF attributed the ranking jump more to worsening

conditions in other countries than significant reforms

within the Philippines. While safety and legal

protections for journalists showed slight progress, the

broader political and economic environment continues

to hinder press freedom. Improvements in safety

include the absence of journalist killings throughout

2024—the first such year in two decades. However,

this progress was marred by the recent killing of

journalist and former Kalibo mayor Johnny Dayang in

April 2025 and a bombing targeting a photojournalist

earlier in the year.

Legally, the environment improved due to a drop in

overt harassment, but notable cases—such as the

ongoing detention of journalist Frenchie Mae Cumpio

and pending cyber libel charges against Rappler CEO

Maria Ressa—highlight continuing risks.
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RSF and press advocates also warned of grave political

and economic constraints. President Ferdinand Marcos

Jr., though less openly hostile toward the press than

his predecessor Rodrigo Duterte, maintains limited

media accessibility, undermining transparency and

accountability. Meanwhile, media outlets suffer from

chronic underfunding, low journalist salaries, and the

broader impact of global digital disruptions to

journalism. [Rappler] [The Manila Times]

Philippines: Civil society group warns of

delays in Marawi compensation over

proposed rule changes

(lm) The Marawi Reconstruction Conflict Watch

(MRCW), an independent monitoring group, has raised

concerns over proposed amendments to the

implementing rules of the 2022 Marawi Siege Victims

Compensation Act, warning that they could introduce

further delays and bureaucratic hurdles for displaced

residents of the war-torn city in Mindanao.

The law aims to compensate residents affected by the

2017 Marawi siege, a five-month armed conflict in

which Islamic State-linked militants from the Maute

group seized control of Marawi City. The battle, fought

between the militants and Philippine government

forces, resulted in the destruction of large parts of the

city and displaced more than 350,000 residents.

Among the proposed revisions is a rule to stagger

payments for claims exceeding PHP 5 million (USD

89,000), while transferring processing responsibilities

for certain property claims to the National Housing

Authority under the Right-of-Way Act. MRCW argues

that these changes would create confusion, erode

accountability, and further postpone recovery for

victims who have been waiting for compensation since

2017.

As of mid-April 2025, the Marawi Compensation Board

(MCB) had approved over PHP 2.46 billion (USD 43.9

million) in claims, disbursing PHP 1.79 billion (USD 31.9

million) to over 1,000 claimants. However, many

families remain in temporary shelters, and protests

earlier this week highlighted frustrations with the slow

pace and unclear procedures. The MCB attributed

delays to leadership transitions and staffing shortages

but pledged to improve communication and finalize

guidelines with the NHA. [Rappler]
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Philippines: Manila leverages low tariff

status to attract manufacturers amid U.S.-

China trade tensions

(dnb) As the global economy grapples with tariff-

induced volatility, the Philippines is positioning itself as

a stable alternative for investors seeking to relocate

supply chains away from China. Despite the projected

slowdown in global economic growth to 2.8 percent in

2025, as per the International Monetary Fund, the

Philippines is expected to maintain growth above 5

percent, with inflation easing toward the 2 to 3 percent

range after peaking at 8 percent in 2023.

With a regional average tariff rate of just 17 percent,

the Philippines is actively promoting itself as a reliable

manufacturing hub. The Philippine Economic Zone

Authority (PEZA) suggested on April 4 that capturing

even 10 percent of China's 2024 exports to the U.S.—

valued at USD 436 billion—could double Philippine

export volumes. In this context, Special Assistant to the

President for Investment and Economic Affairs

Frederick Go is visiting Washington to explore a

possible free trade agreement and additional tariff

relief. [Business World]

However, challenges remain, including high electricity

costs, poor port infrastructure, and the absence of a

unified rail system. Observers caution that while

Manila’s growing ties with Washington could boost

investment, overdependence on the U.S. carries risks

amid volatile American policy. Meanwhile, economic

overtures from China could also test the Philippines'

geopolitical balancing act, given ongoing maritime

disputes. [The Straits Times]

Philippines: President delays decision on

wage hike as Labor Day rallies demand

urgent action

(dnb/lm) President Ferdinand Marcos Jr. opted not to

announce a wage hike during the 123rd Labor Day

celebration, instead stating that the issue requires

further study and remains under review by the

Regional Tripartite Wages and Productivity Boards

(RTWPBs). His remarks came amid nationwide protests

led by labor unions and peasant organizations,

demanding urgent reforms in wage policy, land

distribution, and workplace safety.

The National Wage Coalition—comprising major labor

federations—urged Marcos to certify as urgent a bill

proposing a PHP 200 (USD 3.40) national minimum
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wage increase. This would be the first legislated wage

hike since 1989. However, with only six congressional

session days remaining in June, unions warned that

legislative inaction could foreclose this opportunity.

Protesters criticized token measures such as free

public transport rides, arguing they fail to address real

concerns like inflation and stagnant wages, particularly

for women workers. [The Manila Times] [Associated

Press] [Inquirer.net]

In Central Luzon, labor and farmer groups rallied for

an across-the-board minimum wage of PHP 1,200 (USD

20.40), denouncing the current regional wage system

as divisive and ineffective. They called for the repeal of

the Wage Rationalization Act, citing the wide disparities

it entrenches. Agrarian reform advocates

simultaneously demanded land redistribution and an

end to violent demolitions without consultation,

pointing to unresolved cases such as Sitio Balubad in

Angeles City and Hacienda Luisita in Tarlac. Protesters

backed candidates from the Makabayan bloc, a left-

leaning coalition known for its pro-labor and pro-

farmer stance.  [Rappler]

Philippines: 15 Cebu and Bohol areas

declared heightened security risks ahead

of election

(jto) The Commission on Elections has flagged 15 areas

across Cebu and Bohol as election areas of concern

regarding the upcoming May 12 elections, placing

them under the yellow category due to heightened

security risks. The Commission explained the yellow

classification applies to areas with a history of election-

related violence and intense political rivalries. The list

was compiled based on recommendations from local

security bodies and will be submitted to the Comelec

central office in Manila for reference.

In a related development, 400 police officers have

been deployed to Lanao del Sur to reinforce election

security. The officers will serve on special electoral

boards to help ensure a peaceful voting process. The

province has 20 areas marked as election hotspots.

Additionally, the army has stationed a battalion of over

400 election-trained soldiers in the region. [PhilStar]

Philippines: Government and former

separatist group sign election security

pact in Bangsamoro region

https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-shrhye-l-tlt/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-shrhye-l-tli/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-shrhye-l-tli/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-shrhye-l-tld/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-shrhye-l-tlh/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-shrhye-l-tlk/


(jm) Officials and community leaders in the

Bangsamoro Autonomous Region in Muslim Mindanao

(BARMM) have backed a security agreement signed on

April 29 between the Philippine government and the

Moro Islamic Liberation Front (MILF) to ensure

peaceful conduct during the May 12 elections. The

agreement includes ceasefire protocols and joint

deployment of MILF, military, and police units.

[PhilStar]

The MILF, formerly a separatist movement, is now part

of the Philippine state’s peace and normalization

framework following the 2014 Comprehensive

Agreement on the Bangsamoro. The group has

transitioned into governance through its role in the

interim BARMM administration and has supported

government initiatives aimed at long-term stability.

Muslims account for around six percent of the national

population, primarily residing on the southern island

of Mindanao. Recent measures, such as the Philippine

Islamic Burial Act, signal increased state recognition of

cultural and religious rights in the region. [Philippine

Statistics Authority] [Inquirer.net]

Observers, however, warn of political fragility. The

MILF’s political wing, the United Bangsamoro Justice

Party (UBJP), must perform well in the May polls to

secure control over local governments ahead of the

October parliamentary elections. Failure to do so could

fuel instability, especially amid unresolved leadership

rivalries and the presence of armed factions. Critics

also flagged the misuse of foreign aid for political ends

and urged tighter oversight and campaign finance

transparency. [The Manila Times]

Philippines: Anti-illegal mining campaign

intensified in South Cotabato's mineral-

rich Tampakan region

(jm) Authorities in South Cotabato—a province in the

southern Philippines known for its mineral resources—

have stepped up efforts to curb illegal mining in the

highland town of Tampakan. A coalition of local

officials, indigenous leaders, government geologists,

and the mining firm Sagittarius Mines Incorporated

(SMI) has installed 18 warning signages in strategic

areas to deter unauthorized extraction activities.

The initiative supports the state-approved Tampakan

Copper-Gold Project, scheduled to begin operations in

2026 under SMI. Experts estimate the site's copper and

gold deposits to be worth over USD 200 billion. The

Blaan indigenous community, which holds ancestral
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domain rights over the area, has formally endorsed the

project and joined the campaign against clandestine

small-scale mining. Tribal leaders in neighboring areas,

including T’boli and Lake Sebu—also rich in mineral

deposits—have called for similar protective measures.

[PhilStar]

Singapore: Ruling party secures landslide

victory

(lm/rt) Singapore’s ruling People’s Action Party (PAP)

secured a sweeping victory in the country’s 14th

general election on May 3, winning 87 of the 97 seats

in Parliament and increasing its share of the popular

vote to 65.57 percent—up from 61.23 percent in 2020.

The outcome delivers a strong mandate to Prime

Minister Lawrence Wong, who led the PAP for the first

time following the retirement of his predecessor, Lee

Hsien Loong, son of founding leader Lee Kuan Yew.

Observers had anticipated a more competitive showing

by the opposition amid rising public concern over

inflation, housing affordability, and tax hikes. However,

the PAP’s campaign message of stability amid

geopolitical and economic uncertainty—especially in

light of steep U.S. tariffs and fears of recession—

appears to have resonated with the electorate. Prime

Minister Wong, who previously led Singapore’s COVID-

19 task force, had positioned himself as a steady

leader capable of navigating global disruption.

The Workers’ Party (WP), Singapore’s main opposition

group, retained its 10 parliamentary seats; however, it

failed to expand its foothold. Following the election,

Prime Minister Wong confirmed that WP chief Pritam

Singh would continue in his role as Leader of the

Opposition. The position, introduced after the 2020

election, grants Singh additional resources and

parliamentary privileges, including extended speaking

time, confidential briefings on national security

matters, and staffing support. [Channel NewsAsia 1]

[The Straits Times]

Meanwhile, the Progress Singapore Party (PSP),

considered the most formidable challenger beyond the

WP, suffered significant setbacks. Its flagship team in

West Coast–Jurong West GRC, led by founder Tan

Cheng Bock, secured only 39.99 percent of the vote,

down from 48.3 percent in 2020. As a result, the party

lost its two Non-Constituency Member of Parliament

(NCMP) seats, which were reassigned to the WP. The

Singapore Democratic Party also narrowly missed out

on an NCMP seat, with its leader Chee Soon Juan falling
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short by less than one percentage point in Bukit

Panjang.

Despite the presence of high-profile newcomers,

including former civil servants, lawyers, and

technocrats among opposition ranks, several smaller

parties performed poorly, with four losing their

election deposits for failing to secure the minimum

12.5 percent of votes in contested constituencies. The

overall voter turnout stood at 92.47 percent—down

from 93.18 percent in 2011—likely affected by the long

Labour Day weekend. [CNN] [The Guardian] [The New

York Times] [BBC] [Channel NewsAsia 2]

Singapore: Ministers deny links to

convicted money launderer

(ml) Singapore’s Health Minister Ong Ye Kung and

Transport Minister Chee Hong Tat have denied any

personal ties or dealings with Su Haijin, a convicted

money launderer and alleged member of the Fujian

gang, after photos surfaced showing them at private

dinners where Su was also present. A similar photo of

labour chief and former education minister Ng Chee

Meng with Su is also circulating, though unverified.

In official statements on May 6, the ministers’ offices

clarified that both had attended the events at a friend’s

invitation and that Su’s presence was coincidental.

Minister Ong recalled encountering Su again at a

separate dinner months later. The ministers

emphasized that they do not know Su personally and

have had no contact or dealings with him before or

since the events.

The Fujian gang is an international criminal network

originating from China’s Fujian province, known for

large-scale financial crimes including fraud, illegal

gambling, and money laundering. The group was at the

center of a record-breaking SGD 3 billion (USD 2.2

billion) money laundering case in Singapore in 2023.

Su, a Cypriot national, was sentenced to 14 months in

prison in April 2024 for resisting arrest and laundering

over SGD 1.4 million (USD 1 million). He was deported

to Cambodia in May 2024. [Channel NewsAsia] [The

Straits Times]

Singapore: Labor union leader highlights

workforce strategy amid global trade

uncertainty
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(nl) Singapore’s Labor Chief Ng Chee Meng used his

May Day Rally address to emphasize the National

Trades Union Congress’ (NTUC) efforts to protect

workers amid rising global economic uncertainty,

particularly in response to the new U.S. tariffs

announced in April 2025.

Ng spotlighted the expansion of Company Training

Committees (CTCs)—partnerships between unions and

firms aligning training with business needs—as key to

workforce resilience. Over 2,700 CTCs have been

formed since 2019. He also underscored NTUC’s

collaboration with the government’s economic

resilience task force.[Channel NewsAsia 1] [Financial

Times] [The Straits Times 1] [NTUC]

Ng also underscored NTUC’s role in the government’s

economic resilience task force, led by Deputy Prime

Minister Gan Kim Yong, which aims to support

businesses and workers as Singapore navigates

shifting global trade dynamics. [Channel NewsAsia 2]

[Economic Development Board, Singapore] [The Straits

Times 2]

Founded in 1961, the NTUC is Singapore’s national

federation of trade unions and a central pillar of the

country’s tripartite model of labor relations—bringing

together government, employers, and unions. Closely

linked with the ruling People’s Action Party (PAP), the

NTUC not only represents workers but also runs a

network of social enterprises to support worker

welfare beyond the workplace.

Singapore: New chief appointed for

Maritime and Port Authority

(rt) The Maritime and Port Authority of Singapore

(MPA) has announced that Ang Wee Keong will assume

the role of chief executive from June 16. He currently

serves as assistant chief executive (international) at the

Infocomm Media Development Authority (IMDA) and

will act as chief executive designate at MPA starting

May 1. [The Straits Times] [Channel NewsAsia]

Singapore: More funding and

development schemes given to boost

carbon sector

(rt) Singapore has unveiled new initiatives to

strengthen its carbon trading sector as part of broader
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efforts to grow the economy while reducing

greenhouse gas emissions.

The Economic Development Board (EDB)—Singapore’s

lead agency for attracting investment—has introduced

a Carbon Project Development Grant to support local

companies developing high-quality carbon projects

and credits. The grant aims to close critical early-stage

funding gaps, such as those related to feasibility

studies and securing long-term buyers. It has been

allocated SGD 20 million (USD 15 million) from a newly

established donor-advised fund, designed to attract

financing from family offices and philanthropic

foundations. [The Straits Times 1]

A senior official from the Ministry of Trade and

Industry noted that insufficient financing remains a key

obstacle to scaling carbon markets, and emphasized

the importance of building a credible ecosystem.

Separately, the Gates Foundation will establish a

presence in Singapore, with support from the EDB. The

foundation, which oversees Breakthrough Energy—a

platform for accelerating innovation in sustainable

energy and emissions reduction—seeks to engage

regional scientific and philanthropic networks through

its Singapore office. [The Straits Times 2]

Thailand: Army denies blacklist and

propaganda claims amid criticism over

internal security practices

(lm) Thailand’s Royal Army and the Internal Security

Operations Command (ISOC)—a military-led agency

tasked with internal security and counterinsurgency—

have denied renewed allegations of political

manipulation and online propaganda, following

separate controversies raised in parliament.

The first dispute centers on claims that Deputy Prime

Minister and Interior Minister Anutin Charnvirakul was

blacklisted by ISOC for allegedly misusing royal

associations. ISOC confirmed that Anutin’s name

appeared in a recent internal intelligence report but

insisted it was cited positively—specifically in

connection with his 2024 public opposition to

amending Section 112 of the Criminal Code, which

criminalizes insults or threats against the monarchy.

The controversy emerged after a parliamentary

committee revealed an ISOC document listing

individuals purportedly benefiting from royal

affiliations alongside monarchy critics. Critics, including

opposition MP Rangsiman Rome of the People’s Party,

condemned the report as politically motivated. Anutin,
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who is also a deputy director of ISOC, denied any

wrongdoing and pledged to review the report's

creation and use. [Bangkok Post 1]

In a related development, the army also rejected

accusations of conducting covert online information

operations (IOs) targeting opposition figures and

activists. During a national security committee hearing,

Rangsiman revived concerns that the military

continues using state resources for coordinated online

behavior—practices associated with past military

regimes to discredit dissenters. He argued that such

actions weaken public trust and distract from real

security threats. Army officials countered that their

digital activity is limited to lawful and transparent

efforts to counter misinformation, mainly through

enforcement under the Computer Crime Act. They

admitted to monitoring public figures but denied

engaging in any manipulative or covert campaigns.

[Bangkok Post 2]

Thailand: Ruling party pushes casino bill

amid coalition resistance and weak public

support

(lm) The ruling Pheu Thai Party is intensifying efforts to

advance its flagship casino-entertainment complex bill

ahead of the next parliamentary session in July, despite

facing growing public skepticism and clear resistance

within the coalition.

Originally approved by the cabinet in March, the bill

seeks to legalize large-scale entertainment hubs with

integrated casinos—limited to 10 percent of the total

complex area—as part of a broader strategy to

diversify the country’s tourism sector and attract

foreign investment. Government estimates suggest the

initiative could generate between THB 119 billion and

THB 283 billion (USD 3.57 billion–USD 8.49 billion) in

annual revenue and boost foreign tourist arrivals by up

to 10 percent.

Framing the bill as a key component of its economic

policy, Pheu Thai has now begun a grassroots

campaign to bolster public backing, with party MPs

instructed to engage directly with constituents down to

the village level. In parallel, Prime Minister Paetongtarn

Shinawatra has defended the initiative in a series of

public broadcasts as a strategic response to shifting

global tourism trends, arguing that “sand, sun, sea are

not enough any longer” and warning that Thailand

“must not miss the trend.” She has also criticized

political opponents for deliberately misrepresenting
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the proposal, accusing them of stoking public fear for

political gain. [Bangkok Post 1] [Bangkok Post 2]

Nevertheless, the bill remains controversial. It was

originally scheduled for a first reading in April, but the

government postponed its introduction due to internal

opposition and concerns about fast-tracking the

legislation. Paetongtarn has confirmed that the bill

remains a legislative priority, but acknowledged that

further revisions are needed—especially on provisions

regarding Thai citizens’ access to casino areas.

[Bangkok Post 3]

Outside parliament, civil society groups remain critical.

The Stop Gambling Foundation recently cited a 2024

UN report warning that casinos can serve as channels

for money laundering if oversight is inadequate. Critics

argue that even tightly regulated models risk enabling

criminal activity if enforcement is weak.

Thailand: Former opposition leader eyes

return after 10-year political ban

(lm) Thailand’s former Move Forward Party leader and

prime ministerial candidate, Pita Limjaroenrat, has

announced his intention to return to politics after

completing his 10-year ban, declaring during a

campaign event that he aims to become the country’s

“best prime minister.”

Pita made the declaration while campaigning in Khon

Kaen province for the People's Party—the current main

opposition party and de facto successor to the now-

dissolved Move Forward Party and, earlier, the Future

Forward Party. The People's Party is attempting to

carry forward the progressive reform agenda of its

predecessors, both of which were disbanded by the

Constitutional Court following allegations of

undermining the monarchy or national security.

Pita was banned from politics alongside nine other

Move Forward executives after the Constitutional

Court ordered the party’s dissolution in August 2024,

citing alleged attempts to undermine the monarchy

and national security. Move Forward had won the 2023

general election but failed to form a coalition, allowing

the Pheu Thai Party of incumbent Prime Minister

Paetongtarn Shinawatra to lead the current

government. [Bangkok Post]
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Thailand: Deputy prime minister proposes

new immigration department to

streamline border management

(msz) Thailand’s Deputy Prime Minister and Interior

Minister Anutin Charnvirakul has proposed the

creation of a dedicated immigration affairs department

to centralize and improve oversight of cross-border

movement and residency issues.

The proposal, submitted to the Immigration

Commission, seeks to consolidate currently

fragmented immigration functions, which are spread

across multiple agencies, including the police, labor

ministry, and foreign affairs. The plan builds on a 2017

cabinet directive and follows recent government

efforts to modernize public administration. [Bangkok

Post]

Thailand: Ruling coalition party loses

southern by-election

(lm) Thailand’s Bhumjaithai Party, the second-largest in

the ruling coalition, has conceded defeat in a by-

election in Nakhon Si Thammarat’s Constituency 8,

where fellow coalition member Klatham Party secured

a decisive win with nearly 39,000 votes. Klatham leader

and Agriculture Minister Narumon Pinyosinwat

rejected claims that the victory would be used to push

for additional cabinet influence, emphasizing the

party’s commitment to broader national

representation.

The seat was vacated after a former Bhumjaithai MP

was disqualified for vote-buying. Meanwhile, a

Democrat Party candidate, also from the ruling

coalition, pledged to submit evidence of alleged

electoral fraud. [Bangkok Post]

Thailand: Prime minister criticizes slow

probe into fatal building collapse

(lm) Prime Minister Paetongtarn Shinawatra has

criticized the pace of the official investigation into the

collapse of the under-construction State Audit Office

tower in Bangkok, calling the process “unacceptably

slow” despite officials claiming the 90-day timeframe is

already expedited.

The 30-storey tower in Chatuchak district collapsed on

March 28 following a 7.7-magnitude earthquake in
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Myanmar. While the Department of Public Works and

Town & City Planning leads the investigation, four

other agencies are conducting parallel simulations and

assessments. [Bangkok Post]

Thailand: Opposition questions prime

minister’s share deal over suspected tax

evasion

(lm) Thailand’s main opposition People’s Party (PP) is

intensifying scrutiny of Prime Minister Paetongtarn

Shinawatra’s use of promissory notes in a THB 4.43

billion (USD 122 million) share acquisition from close

relatives, raising concerns that the transaction may

have been designed to evade gift tax.

During a House committee meeting on economic

affairs, PP lawmakers questioned whether the

transaction was lawful, whether it exploited tax

loopholes, and whether relevant authorities acted

transparently. The Revenue Department and the Office

of the Auditor General were summoned to clarify

whether the use of promissory notes constituted a

“simulated legal transaction” under Sections 17(7) and

13(7) of the Revenue Code—provisions that allow the

department to reclassify transactions intended to

avoid taxation.

Although Paetongtarn survived a recent no-confidence

vote, the opposition vowed to pursue legal channels to

challenge the deal. [Bangkok Post]

Thailand: Supreme Court to examine

whether ex-prime minister’s hospital stay

fulfilled prison sentence

(lm) Thailand’s Supreme Court has initiated a formal

inquiry into whether former prime minister Thaksin

Shinawatra legally served his one-year prison sentence

while remaining at Police General Hospital instead of in

a correctional facility. The decision, announced on April

30 by the court’s Criminal Division for Holders of

Political Positions, follows public concern and a

petition alleging improper enforcement of Thaksin’s

sentence, which critics claim amounted to special

treatment.

Thaksin, widely regarded as the de facto leader of the

ruling Pheu Thai Party and father of current Prime

Minister Paetongtarn Shinawatra, returned to Thailand

on August 22, 2023, after over 15 years in self-imposed
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exile. On the day of his return, the Supreme Court

sentenced him to eight years in prison in three cases

related to abuse of authority, conflict of interest, and

malfeasance during his premiership prior to 2006. The

sentence was subsequently reduced to one year

through royal clemency.

Although initially detained at Bangkok Remand Prison,

Thaksin was transferred to Police General Hospital just

13 hours later, with authorities citing serious health

conditions. He remained in hospital care for the entire

duration of his sentence until receiving parole in early

2024. Critics have questioned whether his

hospitalization constituted valid incarceration under

Thai law and whether the Department of Corrections

(DoC) violated legal procedures by transferring him

without a court order.

The court dismissed the initial petition on procedural

grounds, as the petitioner lacked legal standing.

However, it invoked its authority to initiate an

independent review, stating that it could act when

there is concern that a final ruling has not been

properly enforced. Officials from the DoC, Bangkok

Remand Prison, and Police General Hospital have been

ordered to submit explanations within 30 days, and a

hearing is set for June 13.

Thaksin’s original convictions involved ordering state

loans that benefited his family’s business, unlawfully

launching a state lottery without legal backing, and

mismanaging telecom concessions. The plaintiffs in

these cases include the Office of the Attorney-General,

the Assets Scrutiny Committee, and the National Anti-

Corruption Commission.

Observers say the inquiry could significantly affect

Thaksin’s political future and public confidence in the

justice system. If the court finds the sentence was not

properly served, it could order Thaksin to return to

prison, although legal experts note that accountability

may fall more heavily on officials than on Thaksin

himself. The case has renewed public scrutiny of elite

privilege, as well as the legal standards applied to

politically influential figures.

Further complicating the former prime minister’s legal

standing, Thaksin also faces a separate lese-majesté

case—under Section 112 of Thailand’s Criminal Code—

for comments made in a 2015 interview in Seoul. A

witness hearing in that case is scheduled for July.

[Bangkok Post 1] [Bangkok Post 2]
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Thailand: Election Commission seeks

suspension of senator’s voting rights over

false education claims

(lm) Thailand’s Election Commission has asked the

Supreme Court to suspend the voting rights of Senator

Keskamol Pleansamai, accusing her of misleading the

public about her academic qualifications. Keskamol,

who won the highest number of votes in the June 2024

Senate election, had claimed to hold a PhD from

“California University” and to be a professor—claims

later found to be unsubstantiated.

The Commission concluded that these assertions

violated Section 77 of the 2018 Senate election law,

which prohibits deception regarding qualifications and

carries potential penalties of up to 10 years in prison,

fines up to THB 200,000 (USD 5,480), and a 20-year

suspension of voting rights. Keskamol, who owns

beauty clinics and has a large online following, faces

additional investigations for alleged collusion and vote-

rigging during the Senate election. [Bangkok Post]

Thailand: Prime minister defends energy

minister’s eligibility amid shareholding

probe

(lm) Prime Minister Paetongtarn Shinawatra has

defended the eligibility of Energy Minister Pirapan

Salirathavibhaga following a petition alleging that he

violated constitutional rules by indirectly benefiting

from shares in four private companies. The complaint,

filed with the National Anti-Corruption Commission

(NACC), claims Pirapan breached Section 187 of the

constitution, which prohibits cabinet members from

holding shares.

The prime minister emphasized that all cabinet

appointments were vetted for legal compliance prior to

endorsement and dismissed speculation of an

imminent reshuffle. Pirapan, who did not attend last

week's cabinet meeting, has not yet publicly

responded. [Bangkok Post]

Thailand: Election Commission declines

probe into bribery allegation against

official

(lm) The chairman of Thailand’s Election Commission

(EC) has confirmed that Commissioner Thitichet
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Nuchanat was accused of offering a bribe—together

with a State Audit Office official—in exchange for a

promotion, according to a 2024 police report filed by

the then-auditor-general. While a group of senators

urged the EC to investigate the matter to safeguard its

credibility, the commission refused to launch an

internal probe, citing the existence of ongoing legal

proceedings and the need to preserve neutrality. The

audit official allegedly involved has already been

dismissed and is appealing the decision. The case has

been referred to the National Anti-Corruption

Commission (NACC). [Bangkok Post]

Thailand: Former auditor-general denies

involvement in collapsed state building

project

(lm) Following the deadly collapse of the under-

construction State Audit Office (SAO) building in

Bangkok during the March 28 earthquake, former

auditor-general Phisit Leelavachiropas has denied

responsibility for its design or construction. He stated

that while he oversaw the site selection during his

2014–17 tenure, the building plans and contracts were

approved by his successors between 2018 and 2021.

The House Committee on Corruption Prevention has

summoned current SAO leadership to clarify

procurement processes and oversight, as concerns

mount over the role of Chinese-linked contractor CREC

10 and possible nominee shareholding structures.

[Bangkok Post]

Thailand: Opposition MP criticizes

telecom regulator over abandoned

headquarters project

(lm) A Bangkok lawmaker from the opposition People's

Party has accused Thailand’s telecom regulator, the

National Broadcasting and Telecommunications

Commission (NBTC), of incompetence after the agency

canceled a THB 2.6 billion (USD 71 million) office

construction project.

MP Rukchanok Srinork criticized the NBTC for

repeatedly altering the design since 2013, inflating

costs, and bypassing standard budget oversight. She

also questioned the regulator’s autonomy in budgetary

decisions and transparency, citing prior controversies

including a THB 600 million (USD 16.4 million) World

Cup broadcast deal. The NBTC, which earns revenue
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from licensing fees, has not had a secretary-general in

five years. [Bangkok Post]

Thailand: Parliament’s renovation budget

come under intense scrutiny

(msz) Thailand’s parliament is facing mounting public

and political backlash after requesting an additional

THB 627 million (USD 17.4 million) for renovations,

including a 4D cinema and the refurbishment of a

rarely used pavilion, at a time when many citizens are

still experiencing economic hardship.

Members of the People's Party, the progressive main

opposition group, criticized the request as wasteful.

Party lawmakers questioned the cinema’s relevance to

democratic engagement, with some vowing to vote

down the entire proposal. Parliament’s secretary-

general defended the initiative, saying the cinema is

meant as a visitor information center, modeled after

audiovisual facilities in other countries’ legislatures.

[Bangkok Post]

Thailand: Education Ministry faces

backlash over politicized history textbook

revisions

(bk) The Ministry of Education is under scrutiny

following its revision of the Thai History textbook for

upper secondary students (Mathayom 4–6), amid

concerns over political influence and historical

distortion. Critics have raised alarms about the

composition of the revision committee, formed in

March 2024, which includes not only historians and

educators but also individuals with military and

political affiliations.

Among the contributors are a former officer from the

Internal Security Operations Command (ISOC), a

former ambassador, and a dean from a traditional

medicine institution—figures whose expertise in

historical scholarship is unclear. Several are known for

conservative or right-leaning political views, prompting

fears of politicization of the curriculum.

One of the most contentious changes concerns the

account of the October 6, 1976 massacre, a violent

crackdown by police and right-wing groups on student

protesters at Thammasat University that left at least 46

people dead and symbolized the repression of

Thailand’s pro-democracy movement. In the revised
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textbook, students are described as “supporting

communist movements” rather than being “accused” of

doing so, a shift that critics say distorts the historical

context and legitimizes the violence in retrospect. [Thai

Enquirer]

Thailand: Prosecutors seek dismissal of

royal defamation case against U.S.

academic

(lm) Thai prosecutors have recommended dropping

lese-majeste and computer crime charges against U.S.

political scientist Paul Chambers, citing insufficient

evidence under Section 112 of the Criminal Code,

which pertains to royal defamation. Chambers, a

lecturer at Naresuan University and noted expert on

Thailand’s civil-military relations, was charged in April

after a complaint linked to a webinar notice naming

him as a speaker on military reshuffles. He denied

authoring the content.

His detention and the revocation of his visa sparked

public outcry, including appeals from U.S. lawmakers

and academic groups. The decision comes amid

heightened sensitivity in Thai-U.S. relations and

unverified speculation that the case had affected trade

negotiations. [Bangkok Post]

Thailand: Human rights groups urge

stronger LGBTQ+ protections as UNHRC

membership brings scrutiny

(acs/lm) Thailand’s assumption of a seat on the United

Nations Human Rights Council (UNHRC) in January has

heightened expectations for progress on rights-related

issues, prompting renewed pressure from civil society

to address persistent domestic shortcomings. At the

launch of Amnesty International’s State of the World’s

Human Rights 2024/2025 report in Bangkok, activists

emphasized that Thailand’s elevated international

standing must be matched by concrete action at home.

Speakers at a related forum stressed that the country

must now go beyond showcasing achievements such

as the legalization of same-sex marriage and instead

confront long-standing concerns, including shrinking

civic space, extrajudicial violence, refugee protection

gaps, and the lack of legal safeguards for marginalized

communities. Observers warned that relying on a

traditional policy of neutrality in international rights

matters undermines Thailand’s credibility within the
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Council and wastes the opportunity for leadership at a

time when global rights advocacy is under strain.

[Bangkok Post 1]

Meanwhile, LGBTQ+ groups highlighted rising violence

against transgender individuals, following the recent

murder of a transgender woman in Pattaya.

Organizations including Trans Pride Thailand and the

Rainbow Sky Association of Thailand (RSAT) described

the incident as part of a wider pattern of hate crimes

and called for urgent legal protections against gender-

based discrimination. According to the Thai Health

Promotion Foundation, over 30,000 transgender

individuals—mainly women—experience violence

annually.

RSAT and allied movements plan to petition

parliament’s Committee on Gender Diversity to

recognize hate crimes in law, expand protections for

sex workers, and strengthen public awareness of anti-

trans violence. [Bangkok Post 2]

Thailand: Government lowers electricity

rate, but gas pricing reform still pending

(bk) On May 6, the National Energy Policy Committee

(NEPC), chaired by Prime Minister Paetongtarn

Shinawatra, resolved to set a ceiling electricity rate of

no more than THB 3.99 (USD 0.12) per unit for the

period September to December 2025, a reduction from

the current THB 4.15 (USD 0.13) per unit. The rate is

expected to be maintained, except in the event of a

significant increase in fuel prices. The committee also

acknowledged progress on the development of a new

natural gas pricing structure -- a central element of

Deputy Prime Minister and Energy Minister Pirapan

Salirathavibhaga’s proposed overhaul of the Pool Gas

pricing system, aimed at lowering electricity costs

through a revised fuel cost calculation model -- and

reviewed the Office of Energy Policy and Planning's

recommendations for next steps in advancing the

reform. [Energy Conservation and Promotion Fund

Office, in Thai] [Thansettakij 1, in Thai] [Thai Enquirer

1]

The decision on Pirapan's pricing overhaul came

despite formal opposition from the Joint Standing

Committee on Commerce, Industry, and Banking

(JSCCIB), which, on May 2, submitted a letter to the

Prime Minister voicing concern over the plan. Under

the existing system, Thailand uses a Pool Gas model in

which gas prices from all sources -- domestic and

imported -- are averaged into a single rate applied

uniformly across sectors. JSCCIB argues that this model
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helps stabilize energy prices and ensures fairness

across industries, particularly in electricity generation

and manufacturing.

The new proposal would eliminate this Single Pool

pricing model, shifting the full cost burden of imported

Liquefied Natural Gas (LNG) -- which accounts for

about 30 percent of the national supply -- onto

industrial users. These users, who represent only 15

percent of total gas consumption, could face price

increases of up to 60 percent, translating into THB 30

billion (USD 905 million) in additional annual

production costs. JSCCIB warns that such a shift could

jeopardize over 1.9 million jobs and weaken Thailand’s

export competitiveness. It also cautions that rising

energy costs may ripple through the broader economy

-- driving up consumer prices, increasing household

debt, discouraging investment, tightening credit

conditions, and prompting foreign companies to

relocate operations to neighboring countries.

As an alternative, JSCCIB recommends retaining the

Single Pool pricing system with modifications.

Suggestions include applying higher LNG costs only to

volumes exceeding daily contractual limits and setting

a fair floor price for LNG. It also urges equitable access

to domestic gas -- especially from the Gulf of Thailand -

- for industrial users and greater promotion of energy-

efficiency measures, along with targeted aid for

vulnerable households. [Thai Enquirer 2] [The Nation]

[Thansettakij 2, in Thai]

Thailand: Mounting structural pressures

deepen calls for economic policy overhaul

(lm/acs/msz) Thailand’s fragile economic trajectory has

triggered mounting concern across the private sector,

academic community, and financial analysts, with a

growing consensus that piecemeal measures and weak

inter-ministerial coordination are no longer sufficient.

Structural weaknesses, sluggish recovery, and rising

fiscal risks have intensified calls for a fundamental

rethink of economic strategy, as the government faces

mounting pressure to act decisively amid speculation

of a looming cabinet reshuffle.

Thailand’s economic growth outlook has deteriorated

sharply. The Bank of Thailand (BoT) recently cut its

benchmark interest rate to a two-year low of 1.75

percent, citing persistent low inflation, tightened

financial conditions, and weakening domestic demand.

The BoT now forecasts baseline GDP growth of only 2

percent for 2025, and as low as 1.3 percent should the

United States proceed with imposing the full 36
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percent tariff proposed under former President

Donald Trump’s revived trade policy. [Thai PBS World]

[Bangkok Post 1]

In parallel, the Ministry of Finance downgraded its own

forecast to 2.1 percent, down from 3 percent. Export

growth has been revised downward to 2.3 percent,

while foreign tourist arrivals are expected to reach only

36.5 million—under earlier projections. [Bangkok Post

2]

Compounding the problem, revenue collection

continues to lag behind pre-pandemic levels. In fiscal

2024, government revenue stood at just 15.1 percent

of GDP, compared to a historical average of 17 percent

and lower than in comparable emerging markets. Fixed

expenditures—such as civil service wages and

pensions—are difficult to reduce, with “hard-to-cut”

items now comprising 67.2 percent of the national

budget. Public debt is projected to reach 69.3 percent

of GDP by 2029, and interest payments already

consume nearly 10 percent of total revenue. The Fiscal

Early Warning Index stood at 3.36 in Q3 2024, while

fiscal liquidity for 2025 remains constrained at just 0.17

percent of GDP. [Bangkok Post 3]

In an effort to broaden the tax base and reduce the

fiscal deficit, Finance Minister Pichai Chunhavajira has

proposed a new “VAT Category 2” targeting small

businesses earning less than THB 1.8 million (USD

49,500) annually. The scheme, modeled on European

systems, would apply a simplified 1 percent VAT rate

and is expected to generate an additional THB 200

billion (USD 5.5 billion), potentially reducing the deficit

from 4.4 percent to 3.5 percent of GDP. However, small

business owners and restaurant operators have

expressed concern over the potential impact, citing a

lack of consultation and communication from the

government. [Bangkok Post 4] [Bangkok Post 5]

Moody’s Investors Service recently downgraded

Thailand’s credit outlook from stable to negative, citing

slow recovery, a rising debt burden, and external

vulnerabilities. While the sovereign credit rating

remains unchanged at Baa1, analysts warn that

continued inaction or weak reform efforts could

prompt a formal downgrade. The decision underscores

the country’s narrowing fiscal room and eroding global

competitiveness. [Bangkok Post 6] [Bangkok Post 7]

[Bangkok Post 8]

Against this backdrop, discussions of a possible cabinet

reshuffle have intensified. Yet critics caution that

unless such a reshuffle delivers demonstrably more

capable and reform-minded leadership, it risks

exacerbating public skepticism and confirming
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perceptions of policy inertia. Observers emphasize that

new ministers must bring both credibility and the

political will to drive long-overdue structural reforms—

rather than offering short-term political fixes to long-

term economic problems. [Bangkok Post 9]

Thailand: Push to liberalize foreign

investment triggers calls for tighter

nominee business controls

(lm) Thailand is preparing to liberalize foreign

investment rules through amendments to the Foreign

Business Act, aiming to boost competitiveness and

attract more international capital—but business

leaders are warning the government to tread carefully

to avoid misuse via nominee structures.

On April 22, the cabinet approved urgent revisions to

the 1999 law, with the Commerce Ministry proposing

to remove 10 service sectors from the Act’s restrictive

List 3. The sectors include telecom services for non-

network operators, software development tied to

Thailand’s S-curve industries, petroleum drilling,

financial leasing, and human resources services within

corporate groups. The aim is to simplify registration,

support start-up funding, and make Thailand more

attractive to foreign investors. The proposed reform is

now awaiting final cabinet approval. [Bangkok Post 1]

At the same time, concerns are growing over the use of

Thai nationals as proxies—so-called nominee

businesses—to circumvent restrictions on foreign

ownership. The Federation of Thai Industries (FTI) has

urged the government to balance liberalization with

enhanced safeguards, warning that illegitimate

nominee operations could damage Thailand’s

investment reputation and provide minimal long-term

benefit to the country.

In response, Prime Minister Paetongtarn Shinawatra

has established a new inter-agency oversight

committee, including a subcommittee tasked with

identifying and investigating nominee businesses.

Authorities have also amended the Anti-Money

Laundering Act to allow asset seizures and legal action

against both Thai and foreign individuals involved in

such schemes.

Business leaders further called on the government to

prioritize investment that strengthens domestic

industries and avoids sectors that offer little local

value. They also advocated for continued support of

local procurement policies like the “Made in Thailand”

campaign to cushion domestic businesses against
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rising global competition and U.S. trade measures.

[Bangkok Post 2]

Thailand: Pawn shops see surge in

demand as parents seek funds for school

expenses

(lm) Pawn shops across Thailand are seeing a seasonal

surge in demand as parents seek urgent cash to cover

expenses ahead of the new school term beginning May

16. Municipality-run shops in provinces such as

Nakhon Ratchasima and Yala have increased cash

reserves—THB 300 million (USD 8.4 million) and THB

100 million (USD 2.8 million), respectively—to meet the

growing need. However, in some areas, demand is

outstripping capacity, pushing individuals to turn to

loan sharks when pawn shops refuse items. [Bangkok

Post]

Thailand: Unhealthy diets drive surge in

preventable diseases, costing 9.7 percent

of GDP

(lm) Thai health officials are raising the alarm over

widespread poor dietary habits that are fueling a

national surge in non-communicable diseases (NCDs),

burdening the public healthcare system and

significantly hindering economic growth. A nationwide

survey conducted by the Department of Health

Promotion in February among 52,000 participants

revealed that most Thais frequently consume foods

high in sugar, fat, and salt, contributing to rising rates

of cardiovascular disease, diabetes, cancer, kidney

disorders, and other chronic illnesses.

Public Health Minister Somsak Thepsutin emphasized

that lifestyle-related NCDs are Thailand’s most pressing

health and economic challenge, with over 33 million

citizens affected and 400,000 deaths annually. NCDs

now account for more than half of the National Health

Security Office’s THB 152.7 billion (USD 4.6 billion)

annual healthcare budget. The overall economic toll is

estimated at over THB 1 trillion (USD 30 billion) per

year—equivalent to 9.7 percent of GDP. [Bangkok Post]

Thailand: National AI Committee unveils

roadmap to regional AI hub
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(bk) The National AI Committee has launched a

strategic initiative aimed at positioning Thailand as a

regional leader in artificial intelligence and accelerating

national economic development. The plan outlined the

committee’s comprehensive roadmap, which includes

workforce development, infrastructure investment,

and cross-sector AI integration.

The government plans to train 10 million individuals to

be AI users, 90,000 as AI professionals, and 50,000 as

AI developers within the next two years. To support

this, Thailand will invest in digital infrastructure such as

cloud systems, data centers, GPU-based computing,

and an open-source AI platform—ensuring AI

technologies are accessible and affordable nationwide.

A national data bank will be established to aggregate

key datasets across industries, enhancing AI

development. Public agencies are expected to fully

transition to digital operations by 2026, with overall

investments expected to exceed THB 500 billion (USD

15 billion).

To drive AI adoption in business and industry, the

focus will be on healthcare, tourism, and agriculture. AI

is expected to improve medical efficiency and help

establish Thailand as a healthcare hub in ASEAN, boost

tourism volume and spending, and optimize

agricultural productivity and market alignment. [The

Nation]

Thailand: Crackdown intensifies on

Chinese-linked scams

(bk/lm) Thai authorities are investigating a series of

schemes allegedly involving Chinese nationals

exploiting legal loopholes and fraudulent

arrangements to bypass Thai regulations, amid

growing public concern and political pressure.

The most recent case centers on the online sale of Thai

driving licenses, which triggered outrage on social

media after Mandarin-language posts claimed that

various license types could be acquired without testing

—purportedly with “100 percent legal” guarantees.

Legal action has already been initiated against over

500 fraudulent online pages. [The Nation]

Meanwhile, the opposition People’s Party has

demanded an official investigation into the abuse of

student visas by Chinese nationals allegedly working

illegally in Thailand. Deputy party leader Wiroj

Lakkhanaadisorn accused some Thai universities of

facilitating sham international programs that provide

instruction only in Chinese, functioning as cover for
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unauthorized employment in sectors like construction.

He linked these allegations to the March collapse of

the State Audit Office building, claiming that Chinese

engineers on site had entered the country under

student visas. Wiroj further alleged the use of nominee

arrangements and Chinese-controlled thesis panels, as

well as tuition flows routed through Chinese firms to

avoid Thai taxes. The party has called on the Ministry

of Higher Education to investigate universities involved

and assess the impact of these schemes within the

broader “zero-dollar” business model—where foreign

entities operate businesses that yield minimal benefit

to Thailand. [Bangkok Post 1]

In a related development, police arrested members of

a suspected nominee network involving Chinese

investors behind a THB 2 billion (USD 54.8 million)

luxury condominium project in Rayong province.

Authorities allege that the 72-rai (11.52 hectares)

development was entirely controlled by Chinese

nationals, using four Thai-registered companies as

proxies to obscure true ownership. Financial records

show over THB 500 million (USD 13.7 million) in

transactions linked to a Hong Kong-based firm.

Officials seized documents, bank records, and digital

devices, and indicated that forced restructuring of

ownership or resale to Thai nationals may follow. 

[Bangkok Post 3]

Thailand: Violence in southern provinces

prompts tighter security as public

confidence erodes

(msz/bk) A fresh wave of deadly insurgent attacks in

Thailand’s southern province of Narathiwat has

prompted a tightening of security by the Royal Thai

Army and renewed political condemnation across the

spectrum, amid growing public frustration with the

state’s long-running failure to resolve the two-decade

conflict in the so-called Deep South.

Between May 2 and 4, at least five people—including a

nine-year-old girl, a 76-year-old blind woman, and a

police officer—were killed in coordinated attacks

across Narathiwat’s Chanae and Tak Bai districts. A

separate bombing injured three police officers who

were installing surveillance equipment. [Bangkok Post

1] [Bangkok Post 2]

Political parties across the spectrum condemned the

latest violence. The National Security Council (NSC)—

Thailand’s top advisory body on internal and external

security affairs—issued a statement condemning the

attacks as “uncivilized acts” targeting children, women,
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and the elderly. It emphasized that such violence

undermines trust and disrupts peacebuilding efforts,

and reaffirmed the state’s duty to protect civilians.

[Bangkok Post 3]

In response, Army Commander-in-Chief General Pana

Klaewplodthuk, who also serves as Deputy Director of

the Internal Security Operations Command (ISOC)—

Thailand’s central counterinsurgency and internal

security agency—ordered ISOC Region 4 Forward

Command to escalate security operations in the

affected provinces. Region 4 Forward Command is the

operational arm of ISOC in Thailand’s southernmost

border provinces, responsible for coordinating civil-

military counterinsurgency efforts.

While authorities step up their response, public

confidence remains low. A recent poll of 1,100

residents across Yala, Pattani, and Narathiwat found

that nearly 60 percent believe violence has either

remained unchanged or worsened over the past 20

years. Moreover, 74 percent said the government pays

little or no attention to the conflict. Close to half of

respondents said their voting decisions would be

heavily influenced by political parties' stances on the

southern insurgency. [Bangkok Post 4] [The Nation 5]

Thailand: Security along Thai-Lao border

increased amidst sporadic fighting in Laos

(msz) Thailand ramped up security measures along the

Thai-Lao border, in Wiang Kaen district of Chiang Rai

after a sporadic fighting between the Lao security

forces and unknown armed groups in Laos’ Bo Kaeo

province. The Thai troops under the Pha Muang Task

Force have been ordered to prevent fighting in Laos

from crossing the border and to protect nearby Thai

communities. The security intensification follows a

stray bullet hitting a Thai house roof near the border

on May 4, raising local concerns about potential shell

impacts if the Lao conflict intensifies. Lao officials are

also reportedly watching for anti-government armed

group activity in their border areas. [Thai PBS World]

Thailand: One dead, hundreds monitored

after anthrax outbreak

(bk) Thailand’s Department of Disease Control has

confirmed two human anthrax cases in Mukdahan

province, including one fatality, marking the country’s

first reported cases since 2017. A second patient

https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-shrhye-l-tky/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-shrhye-l-tkj/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-shrhye-l-tkt/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-shrhye-l-tki/


tested positive and is recovering, while two additional

suspected cases remain under investigation.

The deceased reportedly slaughtered a cow during a

religious festival and distributed its meat to others in

the village. Undercooked beef was consumed by

several individuals, including the second confirmed

case and two suspected ones. Authorities have since

declared Don Tan District an anthrax surveillance zone

and placed 638 people under monitoring, with

preventive antibiotics administered. [The Nation 1]

[The Nation 2]

Anthrax is a life-threatening zoonotic disease caused

by Bacillus anthracis, typically transmitted through

contact with infected livestock or consumption of

contaminated meat. It can cause severe skin ulcers,

abdominal distress, or respiratory failure, and is fatal

in up to 80 percent of untreated cases. Bacterial

spores can survive in soil for decades.

Thailand last reported anthrax infections in 2017 (two

cases) and 2000 (15 cases). Regional outbreaks remain

a concern, with Laos recording 129 cases and one

death in 2024, and Vietnam reporting 13 cases in 2023.

[The Nation 3]

Thailand: Kok and Sai rivers face arsenic

crisis caused by unregulated Myanmar

mining

(bk) The Chiang Rai provincial administration has

launched a campaign advising residents to avoid using

water from the Kok and Sai rivers due to arsenic

contamination linked to unregulated gold mining in

Myanmar's Shan State. Water tests in Chiang Saen

district revealed arsenic levels of 0.19 mg/liter --

exceeding safe limits -- indicating significant

contamination despite the considerable distance from

the mining sites. The local community, particularly

fishermen, has voiced serious concerns over a sharp

decline in demand for fish caught from the affected

rivers.

The Ecological Alert and Recovery Thailand (EARTH), an

environmental NGO, has called for urgent discussions

between Thailand and Myanmar to address the issue,

stressing the need for China’s involvement, as the

mining operations are reportedly Chinese-owned, with

many firms having relocated to Myanmar after being

banned in China. The NGO also cited the high cost of

environmental rehabilitation, referencing the more

than THB 600 million (USD 18 million) spent to clean up

a much smaller Klity Creek mine in Kanchanaburi
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province, to underscore the scale of potential

remediation needed in Chiang Rai. [Thai PBS World]

As a side note, that Klity Creek mine disaster was

caused by years of toxic waste discharge from a lead-

processing plant operated by Lead Concentrate Co.

Ltd., which polluted Klity Creek -- a vital resource for

the local Karen community. Despite the plant’s closure

in 1998 and a court-ordered cleanup, lead levels

remain dangerously high, highlighting the scale and

difficulty of effective remediation. [The Nation]

Vietnam: Politburo declares private sector

most important driving force for economy

(cmc) Vietnam’s Politburo, the country’s top decision-

making body within the Communist Party, issued

Resolution 68 on May 4, declaring the private sector

the most important driving force of the national

economy. Echoing the transformative Doi Moi reforms

of 1986, the resolution marks a major shift in Vietnam’s

development philosophy, prioritizing private enterprise

as a central pillar of growth. [vietnam.vn]

The resolution sets bold goals for 2030: growing the

number of private firms to 2 million, achieving 20

businesses per 1,000 residents, and integrating at least

20 major Vietnamese companies into global value

chains. The private sector is expected to contribute 55–

58 percent of GDP, provide 35–40 percent of state

budget revenue, and employ over 84 percent of the

workforce. [Vietnam Law & Legal Forum]

Analysts interpret the move not just as an economic

strategy but as a political reorientation. The resolution

candidly acknowledges the sector’s current challenges

—limited capital, small scale, and weak technological

capacity—and lays out reforms to strengthen

institutions, uphold property rights, expand access to

land and finance, and encourage ethical

entrepreneurship under a transparent and competitive

regulatory framework. [vietnam.vn In Vietnamese]

[Vietnam.net]

This strategic reorientation comes as Vietnam faces

mounting global headwinds. In a May 5 address to the

National Assembly, Prime Minister Pham Minh Chinh

reaffirmed the government’s 8 percent growth target

for 2025, despite first-quarter growth slowing to 6.93

percent and looming threats of U.S. tariffs on key

exports. With the U.S. market accounting for about 30

percent of Vietnam’s GDP, Hanoi is pursuing intense

negotiations to prevent a 46 percent tariff, while also
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attempting to maintain stable relations with China, its

largest trading partner.

Chinh emphasized that Vietnam will continue to

manage interest and exchange rates flexibly to support

credit access and growth. Major priorities for the year

include completing 3,000 kilometers of expressways,

eliminating makeshift housing, building over 100,000

social housing units, implementing universal electronic

health records, and expanding education subsidies—

including waiving tuition for preschool and general

education starting in the 2025–26 academic year.

Strategic sectors such as semiconductors, artificial

intelligence, and high-speed rail are also expected to

benefit from expanded student loan programs and

targeted foreign investment. [Bangkok Post] [Viet Nam

News]

Vietnam: National Assembly begins major

constitutional reform to restructure state

apparatus

(cmc/lm) Vietnam’s 15th National Assembly began its

9th session on May 5 in Hanoi with a central focus on

constitutional reform. The session, expected to last

through the end of June, includes the most extensive

legislative workload in the body’s history and reflects

ongoing efforts to revise the country’s administrative

structure. [VIETNAMNET GLOBAL]

A key item on the agenda is the adoption of a

resolution to amend eight articles of the 2013

Constitution. The proposed changes are intended to

implement Resolution No. 18 of the Communist Party’s

Central Committee (2017), which calls for institutional

streamlining and more efficient governance. The

amendments focus on Chapter IX, concerning local

government, and provisions relating to the Viet Nam

Fatherland Front, a state-aligned umbrella organization

coordinating mass associations and political groups.

If approved, the revised Constitution will come into

effect on July 1, 2025. One of the most significant

structural changes would reduce Vietnam’s three-tier

local government structure to two levels by removing

district-level administrations and reallocating their

functions to provincial and communal levels. Another

proposal under consideration would reduce the

number of provinces and centrally administered cities

from 63 to 34.

To oversee the drafting process, the National Assembly

established a 15-member Drafting Committee chaired

by NA Chairman Tran Thanh Man. A one-month public
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consultation began on May 6, with the revised text

expected to be finalized by the end of June. [Viet Nam

News 1]

Beyond constitutional amendments, the 9th session’s

legislative agenda includes 54 items—among them 34

laws, 14 resolutions for passage, and six drafts under

review. Lawmakers will also examine reports on state

budget performance, fiscal planning, and socio-

economic indicators, as well as resolutions on the

reorganization of administrative units and electoral

preparations for the 2026–2031 term. [Viet Nam News

2]

In remarks at the opening session, Party General

Secretary To Lam and NA Chairman Man emphasized

the need for procedural care, broad consultation, and

coordination across institutions. While the proposed

constitutional changes are limited in scope—affecting

only 8 of 120 articles—they are part of broader

governance reform efforts aimed at adapting

administrative structures to current policy priorities.

[Viet Nam News 3]

Vietnam: Lawmakers debate new

personal data law

(cmc) Vietnam's National Assembly is deliberating a

new draft Law on Personal Data Protection, introduced

on May 5, to address growing concerns over privacy

and the increasing number of cyberattacks. The draft

law seeks to establish comprehensive legal protections

for personal data and align with international

standards.

Deputy Prime Minister Le Thanh Long presented the

draft, which consists of seven chapters and 68 articles,

aiming to address deficiencies in the current

framework. The proposed law would regulate data

collection, processing, and sharing practices, aiming to

prevent unauthorized access to personal information

and address issues like data misuse and leaks.

The law comes as Vietnam faces a significant rise in

cyberattacks. Authorities estimate that over 14.5

million user accounts were compromised globally in

2024, with losses exceeding USD 11 million. The rise in

breaches is partly attributed to both hacking activities

and businesses exploiting regulatory gaps,

contributing to a growing black market for personal

data.

One of the main points of contention in the National

Assembly is whether to fully ban the sale of personal
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data. While the current decree already prohibits data

trading, enforcement has been weak, and some

lawmakers have warned that a blanket ban could

hinder innovation in sectors relying on data. The

Committee on National Defense, Security, and Foreign

Affairs has suggested a more measured approach,

proposing regulated data transactions based on user

consent and specific socio-economic goals.

Concerns have also been raised about the feasibility of

certain provisions, such as the 72-hour requirement

for responding to data modification or deletion

requests, with questions regarding the capacity of

institutions to meet these demands.

The final debate on the bill is scheduled for May 24.

[VnExpress International] [The Pinnacle Gazette]
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Ukraine-US minerals deal confirms China’s

dominance in sector

(dz) As China curbs exports and Trump attempts to

decrease reliance on Chinese rare-earth minerals,

Washington has stroked a deal with wartime Ukraine

on critical minerals. Ukraine gets a long-term

commitment for U.S. investment in "a free, sovereign,

and secure Ukraine," while the U.S. gets preferential

access to Ukraine's future resource potential. The

agreement covers all sub-soil resources, including oil,

gas, and a wide spectrum of metals. [Reuters]

However, analysts caution that the deal must be put in

perspective regarding its weight and impact on China.
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Although Kyiv sits on promising lithium, cobalt and

rare-earth prospects, the highest-grade sites are either

near active front lines or inside Russia-occupied

territory. For example, one of the best sites,

Novopoltavaske field, is located on the “wrong” side of

the front line and was last surveyed in 1982-1991.

Moreover, Ukraine has zero commercial capacity to

refine what it digs up: “Without processing, ore is just

rock.” Similarly, U.S. has its own rare earth deposits but

lacks a large-scale supply chain to process them and

thus is turning to Ukraine to diversify.

The high economic and logistic barriers remain: China

still handles about 90 percent of global rare-earth

separation and dominates mid-stream battery

chemicals. The significance of the Chinese Supply

Chain is demonstrated with China's share of global

production in 2024 for the five critical minerals on

which Beijing placed export controls in response to the

US tariff hike: 83 percent Tungsten, 80 percent

Bismuth, 75 percent Tellurium, 70 percent Indium, 42

percent Molybdenum. “This absolutely is not a solution

to these immediate problems,” said Reed Blakemore, a

director at the Atlantic Council Global Energy Centre. “It

does not resolve any of the vulnerabilities we see

related to China’s dominance over these supply chains

in the short term. [South China Morning Post, China 1]

[South China Morning Post, China 2]

China’s ambassador to the United States, Xie Feng, said

tariffs and minerals maneuvers “benefit no one” and

insisted that any supply-chain reset will fail unless

done on the basis of “equality, respect and reciprocity.”

Until new refineries appear outside China, the

ambassador hinted, the bottleneck remains firmly in

Chinese hands. Hence, Kyiv’s minerals deal with

Washington is seemingly more symbolic than it is a

supply-chain relief.

Nevertheless, Ukrainian officials view this as a

“milestone” for post-war reconstruction, while Moscow

dismissed it as a scheme to make Kyiv “pay for U.S. aid

with rock,” and Beijing sounded unfazed. [Reuters]

[Reuters] [The Washington Post] [CNN Transcripts]

China conducts military drills in contested

South China Sea

(dh) On April 29, the Southern Theater Command of

China’s People’s Liberation Army (PLA) conducted,

what it referred to as, “routine patrols” in the South

China Sea, also coinciding with joint drills by the U.S.

and the Philippines. The military accused the

Philippines of provocation and disturbances as they
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invited non-regional powers to participate to partake in

military activity in the area, stating that the PLA

remains on high alert and has been closely tracking

these drills.  [China Military]

The patrol came just as US and Philippine forces

carried out a joint air mission involving fighter jets and

bombers, part of the ongoing Balikatan exercise, which

includes over 14,000 troops from both countries.

Beijing criticized the drills, calling them “provocative”

and accusing Manila of inviting outside powers into a

sensitive region. Meanwhile, the Philippine military

defended the joint exercises, saying they are

conducted within the country’s sovereign rights and

aimed at enhancing regional security and deterrence,

not provoking conflict. [Reuters]

This patrol follows on from further military activity in

the region within the last week, with China's aircraft

carrier, Shandong, making two rare transits through

the Luzon Strait north of the Philippines, also closely

coinciding with Balikatan. Accompanied by several

warships, the Shandong conducted flight operations in

the Philippine Sea before reversing course and re-

entering the Luzon Strait, a vital waterway for Chinese

naval access to the Pacific. Its presence overlapped

geographically and temporally with Balikatan.

Analysts interpret the carrier's maneuvers as a signal

of China’s resolve to push beyond the “first island

chain”, a key strategic boundary for US-led regional

defense. The timing suggests a deliberate message to

Washington and Manila, highlighting the PLA Navy's

ability to operate in contested areas. While China

frames such deployments as routine training to

improve long-range capabilities, the carrier’s activity

underscores rising tensions in the South China Sea.

[SCMP]

Japan’s development aid in 2024 to be

fourth largest among OECD countries

(ad) Japan likely ranked as the fourth-largest provider

of official development assistance (ODA) among OECD

members in 2024, falling behind Britain, which

reclaimed third place, according to preliminary OECD

data.

The United States remained the top donor with USD

63.3 billion (down 4.4 percent from 2023), followed by

Germany at USD 32.4 billion (down 17.2 percent),

Britain at USD 18.0 billion (down 10.8 percent), and

Japan at USD 16.8 billion (down 10.3 percent). France
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followed closely with USD 15.4 billion, nearly

unchanged from the previous year.

Japan had held the third spot since 2021, but a weaker

yen and a return to normal development aid levels

after COVID-19-related surges contributed to its drop

in 2024, the Foreign Ministry said.

Despite fiscal challenges, Japan continues to view ODA

as a key diplomatic tool to promote a "free and open

Indo-Pacific" in response to China's growing influence.

Overall, total ODA by OECD Development Assistance

Committee members declined 7.1 percent in 2024 to

USD 212.1 billion—the first drop in five years—due to

reduced contributions to international organizations, a

16.7 percent decrease in aid to Ukraine, and lower

humanitarian and refugee-related spending. [Kyodo

News]

Japan and EU to enhance cooperation on

economic security ties

(ad) Japanese Economic Security Minister Minoru

Kiuchi and EU Commissioner Maros Sefcovic met in

Brussels on April 30 and agreed to strengthen

cooperation on economic security, particularly in

reinforcing supply chains. It marked the first official

meeting between economic security ministers from

Japan and the EU.

Following the talks, Kiuchi emphasized the growing

importance of economic and technological dimensions

in national security. He stressed the need to create

resilient supply chains that are not overly reliant on

any single country, highlighting the importance of

working with both the U.S. and like-minded European

partners.

Both parties have agreed to enhance cooperation on

economic security, with a focus on diversifying supply

chains for critical minerals essential to products like

electric vehicles and semiconductors, while implicitly

referencing China's dominant role in mineral

production and refining. [Japan Today]

The discussions also touched on the broader

implications of U.S. President Donald Trump's tariff

policies on global supply chains. [Nippon.com]

Mongolia, EBRD discuss climate finance

cooperation
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(fs) Minister of Environment and Climate Change of

Mongolia S. Odontuya held a meeting with Director for

Climate Strategy at the European Bank for

Reconstruction and Development (EBRD) Giampiero

Nacci to discuss climate finance cooperation.

The discussion focused on expanding access to green

financing through commercial banks, supported by

international climate funds mobilized by the EBRD. The

bank also provides financial and technical assistance to

partner banks to assess climate risks and green their

loan portfolios.

Additionally, the two sides proposed co-hosting a

special event during the 17th UNCCD Conference of

the Parties, which will take place in Mongolia in 2026,

to address land degradation and climate-related risks

affecting private investment. [Montsame]

North Korea cancels foreigners’

visas ahead of internation trade fair

(dql) North Korea has abruptly canceled visas for all

foreign participants, including over 200 Chinese

attendees, just a week before the 23rd Pyongyang

Spring International Trade Fair (PITF). The move has

prompted doubts about the country’s readiness to

reopen to international visitors. The specialist travel

agency Young Pioneer Tours announced the

cancellation on May 5, citing a last-minute decision by

top officials made “in consideration of national

interests.”

Approved visas and plane tickets were declared invalid

without further explanation. The PITF, scheduled for

May 12–16, would have been the first since 2019, with

prior editions canceled due to the pandemic. The event

had been widely promoted in March as an “all-

embracing” fair, signaling a potential reopening to

international business after years of restrictions.

This sudden reversal follows a pattern of

inconsistency. In March, North Korea halted tourist

visits to the border city of Rason shortly after

reopening it (see AiR No. 10, March/2025, 2), and while

last month’s international marathon welcomed some

non-Russian participants for the first time in years,

only amateur foreign runners were allowed. [NK News]

South Korea, China, Japan and ASEAN

launche new lending facility
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(dql) South Korea, China, Japan and the ten ASEAN

countries have agreed to strengthen their regional

financial safety net by launching a new lending facility

to address crises caused by pandemics and natural

disasters.

The agreement, made during a meeting in Milan, Italy,

on May 4, expands the Chiang Mai Initiative

Multilateralization (CMIM), a currency swap

arrangement created after the 1997-98 Asian financial

crisis.

The new facility will provide emergency financing

without conditions during financial crises triggered by

sudden shocks, enhancing regional resilience. The

CMIM currently holds USD 240 billion in foreign

exchange reserves, with contributions from Japan,

China, South Korea, and ASEAN members.

Despite having two existing facilities—crisis resolution

and precautionary lines—these have not been used, as

members typically rely on simpler, bilateral swap

arrangements. [Reuters]

South Korea hosts APEC summit

preparatory meeting

(dql) The second round of high-level preparatory talks

for the upcoming APEC summit began on May 3 on

South Korea’s Jeju Island. Over 3,200 delegates and

private-sector representatives from the 21 APEC

member economies are participating in the 14-day

Senior Officials’ Meeting, running through May 16.

South Korea plans to spotlight its proposed summit

agenda, focusing on cooperation in artificial

intelligence and responses to demographic shifts. The

meeting will also feature ministerial sessions on

finance and trade, along with conferences on

economic and technological cooperation, women's

policy, and other key areas.

Three additional Senior Officials' Meetings are planned

ahead of the November summit. [The Korea Herald]

Bangladesh’s dilemma deepens as

Rohingya camps overflow and

repatriation prospects fade

(lm) Bangladesh faces an escalating dilemma as

overcrowded Rohingya camps near collapse amid
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continued refugee inflows from Myanmar, while the

prospect of repatriation remains bleak due to

deepening civil conflict across the border.

Since November 2023, more than 160,000 Rohingya

have fled into southeastern Bangladesh, adding to the

nearly 1.2 million already residing in camps in Cox’s

Bazar, with officials warning that any further inflow

could push the humanitarian response beyond

breaking point. The influx is driven by intensified

fighting and alleged persecution by the Arakan Army,

an ethnic Rakhine insurgent group now controlling

much of Rakhine State. Reports include forced

recruitment, civilian detentions, and the destruction of

Rohingya homes. [The Daily Star 1]

At the same time, prospects for repatriation remain

grim. Bangladeshi authorities emphasize that no

Rohingya has been returned through the years-long

bilateral process with Myanmar, which they now

describe as futile. Despite six batches of names

submitted for verification and 180,000 individuals

cleared by Myanmar, no timeline for return has been

established.

Officials stress that safe, voluntary, and dignified

repatriation remains impossible as long as Myanmar’s

civil war continues, citizenship remains denied, and

Rohingyas are excluded from the region’s emerging

political structures. Although some pause in fighting

has reportedly been negotiated, officials insist that

genuine peace is far off and unsustainable unless the

Rohingya are included in the administration of

Rakhine. [The Daily Star 2]

Adding to the tension is the lack of international

consensus on a humanitarian aid mechanism. Despite

media reports suggesting discussions on a

“humanitarian corridor” into Rakhine, Bangladeshi

authorities have categorically denied any such

agreement with the United Nations or other actors.

While open to facilitating humanitarian assistance in

principle, Bangladesh warns that current conditions do

not permit additional responsibility.

Security experts in the country now frame the crisis as

a national security threat, not merely a humanitarian

one. They cite the risks of prolonged displacement, the

presence of transnational criminal networks, and rising

exposure of camp-dwelling youth to radicalization and

disinformation. Without a durable solution involving all

parties to Myanmar’s conflict — including the Arakan

Army and the National Unity Government — and

without formal recognition of Rohingya rights, the

crisis is expected to deepen. [Dhaka Tribune] [The

Daily Star 3]
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India’s diplomatic push intensifies as

pressure mounts for response to Kashmir

attack

(lm/rt) India is mounting an aggressive international

diplomatic campaign to justify potential military action

against Pakistan, following the April 22 terrorist attack

in Pahalgam, Indian-administered Kashmir, that killed

26 civilians. New Delhi has accused Pakistan of

supporting the perpetrators, though it has yet to

present public evidence. Islamabad has denied

involvement and called for an independent

investigation.

In the days since the attack, India suspended

cooperation under the Indus Waters Treaty and

expelled Pakistani diplomats. At the United Nations,

India has sought support for invoking Article 51 of the

UN Charter, which permits self-defense in response to

armed attacks. However, Pakistan—currently a non-

permanent member of the Security Council—

successfully blocked India’s attempt to name the

Pakistan-linked group The Resistance Front (TRF) in a

Council statement, with support from China.

Indian External Affairs Minister S. Jaishankar has since

spoken with counterparts from seven non-permanent

Security Council members and briefed dozens of

foreign diplomats. The government is reportedly

preparing a dossier linking the attackers to Pakistan’s

intelligence services, drawing on its playbook from the

2019 Pulwama attack, which preceded India’s cross-

border airstrike.

At the domestic level, Prime Minister Narendra Modi

has pledged a “harsh response” and affirmed that

India’s armed forces have full operational freedom to

determine timing and targets. While some officials

advocate limited military retaliation, others warn of

potential escalation, with experts calling for a broader,

long-term strategy involving diplomatic, economic,

cyber, and covert measures.

Analysts note that despite the diplomatic momentum,

the success of any Indian response will depend on

whether New Delhi can convince key global actors that

the Pahalgam attack qualifies as cross-border

aggression warranting action under international law.

[Kashmir Observer] [Foreign Policy]
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India pressures IMF and imposes trade

ban as Pakistan awaits key loan

disbursement

(lm) India has significantly escalated economic

pressure on Pakistan amid rising bilateral tensions by

requesting the International Monetary Fund (IMF) to

review its ongoing financial assistance to Islamabad.

[Arab News 1]

These developments come at a critical juncture for

Pakistan’s economic stabilization efforts. On May 9, the

IMF Executive Board is scheduled to review Pakistan’s

USD 7 billion Extended Fund Facility (EFF) and a new

USD 1.3 billion Resilience and Sustainability Facility

(RSF), which focuses on climate-related reforms. If

approved, the review will unlock around USD 1 billion

in immediate disbursements under the EFF—funds

that Islamabad considers vital to consolidating recent

macroeconomic gains and averting renewed volatility.

The RSF, secured in March, aims to strengthen

Pakistan’s defenses against climate shocks by

promoting reforms in water and energy management,

climate risk budgeting, and transparency—measures

deemed urgent in light of the USD 33 billion in

damages caused by the 2022 floods. Since narrowly

avoiding default in 2023, Pakistan has worked to

restore economic confidence and expand investment

ties, particularly with Gulf states. [Arab News 2]

The move comes alongside a sweeping Indian trade

ban imposed on May 3, which prohibits all imports

originating from or transiting via Pakistan, citing

“national security and public policy” concerns. Pakistan

retaliated by barring Indian-flagged vessels from

docking at its ports and restricting its own shipping

access to India. [Arab News 3] [Deutsche Welle]

Pakistani officials have downplayed the Indian move at

the IMF, insisting the program remains “well on track”

and citing high investor interest during recent

meetings in Washington. However, with bilateral trade

now virtually frozen and diplomatic relations at a low

point, India’s request adds an additional layer of

uncertainty to Pakistan’s already fragile economic

recovery. [Arab News 1]

Pakistan intensifies diplomatic campaign

amid rising tensions with India, urges UN

action
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(za/tj/sn) Pakistan has launched a sweeping diplomatic

effort to de-escalate surging tensions with India

following the April 22 attack in Indian-administered

Kashmir that left 26 Hindu tourists dead. While New

Delhi accuses Pakistan-based militants of orchestrating

the attack, Islamabad denies any involvement and has

demanded credible evidence. The cross-border

accusations have triggered retaliatory diplomatic and

military measures, raising the risk of direct

confrontation between the nuclear-armed neighbors.

To address the crisis, Pakistan convened an emergency

session of the United Nations Security Council (UNSC)

on May 6 under Greece’s presidency. Pakistan’s

Permanent Representative briefed Council members

on what Islamabad describes as India’s “aggressive

actions,” including the unilateral suspension of the

Indus Waters Treaty and ongoing cross-border

hostilities. The top diplomat reiterated Pakistan’s

willingness to participate in an independent and

neutral investigation and stressed that dialogue

remains the only viable solution to the crisis.

[Associated Press] [Arab News 1] [The Economic Times]

UN Secretary-General António Guterres condemned

the Kashmir attack but called for “maximum restraint”

by both sides. He warned against any military

confrontation and emphasized that “a military solution

is no solution.” Guterres offered his good offices to

mediate and promote peace. The Organization of

Islamic Cooperation (OIC) Group at the UN expressed

“deep concern,” criticized India’s “unfounded

allegations,” and supported Pakistan’s call for an

impartial investigation. Both the UN and OIC urged the

international community to take credible steps toward

de-escalation. [Arab News 2]

Simultaneously, Pakistan has launched a diplomatic

campaign to present its account of events. Information

Minister Attaullah Tarar announced that fact-finding

delegations—including diplomats, parliamentarians,

and former officials—will be dispatched to key capitals

and multilateral bodies to advocate for a credible,

independent international investigation. Islamabad

maintains that India has yet to provide evidence

substantiating its claims. [Arab News 3]

As part of these efforts, Iranian Foreign Minister

Seyyed Abbas Araghchi arrived in Islamabad on May 5,

marking the first visit by a foreign dignitary since the

attack. Araghchi met President Asif Ali Zardari, Prime

Minister Shehbaz Sharif, and Deputy Prime Minister

Ishaq Dar. Iran reiterated its readiness to use its “good

offices” to engage both parties. [abc news] [The

Independent] [The New Indian Express] [Arab News 4]

[Reuters]
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International responses have varied. The United States

reaffirmed its support for India’s counterterrorism

efforts, while also urging restraint and dialogue

through high-level contacts with both countries. China,

by contrast, expressed strong support for Pakistan,

backing its proposal for a neutral investigation and

emphasizing the “ironclad” nature of Sino-Pakistani

relations. During a meeting in Islamabad, China’s

ambassador reiterated mutual alignment and rejected

India’s unilateral actions, including suspension of the

water treaty. [Geo News] [X Handle of the Pakistan

People's Party] [DAWN 2]

European reactions were more mixed. Switzerland’s

Foreign Minister Ignazio Cassis endorsed Pakistan’s call

for an impartial inquiry and offered technical

assistance, while Greece’s Foreign Minister George

Gerapetritis supported the investigation proposal and

called for de-escalation. EU foreign policy chief Kaja

Kallas stressed the importance of sustained dialogue

between India and Pakistan to avoid destabilization.

[Arab News 5] [Deutsche Welle]

Diplomatic activity also included meetings between

Pakistani leaders and ambassadors from Saudi Arabia,

the UAE, and Kuwait, during which Prime Minister

Sharif rejected India’s allegations and emphasized

Pakistan’s past counterterrorism efforts. The Gulf

envoys expressed support for regional stability. [Arab

News 6]

Russia, which has historically close ties to India, also

offered to assist in resolving the dispute. On May 4,

Foreign Minister Sergei Lavrov spoke with both his

Pakistani and Indian counterparts, stressing Moscow’s

willingness to contribute to a political solution if both

sides are amenable. [Arab News 7]

Türkiye’s Ambassador to Pakistan met with Sharif on

May 3 to express solidarity and support for de-

escalation. Sharif welcomed Türkiye’s potential

involvement in an international inquiry and reiterated

the need for neutrality and credible fact-finding. [Arab

News 8]

Pakistan tells UN train hijacking was

backed by 'external adversaries'

(lm) Pakistan has informed the United Nations that it

possesses “credible evidence” linking last month’s

deadly hijacking of a passenger train in Balochistan

province to external sponsors, accusing unnamed

adversaries in the region of orchestrating the attack.

The March incident involved the Baloch Liberation
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Army (BLA), which held hostages aboard the Jaffer

Express for over 36 hours before Pakistani forces

intervened, leaving more than 30 militants dead. [Arab

News]

UAE, Qatar, and Saudi Arabia back

Maldivian major economic initiative

(sl) The United Arab Emirates has reaffirmed its

commitment to serve as a development partner to the

Maldives, as President Mohamed Muizzu intensifies

efforts to establish the Maldives International Financial

Centre (MIFC), a flagship economic diversification

initiative. During a series of high-level meetings,

President Muizzu hosted Sheikh Abdulla Bin Rashid Al

Mualla, Deputy Ruler of Umm Al Quwain, who pledged

support for strengthening food security, agriculture,

infrastructure, and reducing fossil fuel dependency. He

also offered assistance in improving the Maldives'

credit rating.

Qatar-based MBS Global Investments, represented by

its chairman, also met the president and reiterated its

commitment to the MIFC. The financial hub project was

formally launched through an USD 8.8 billion joint

venture agreement signed at Kurumba Maldives,

signaling a major step forward in positioning the

Maldives as a regional financial center.

Saudi Prince Fahad Saud Alshalan, who attended the

signing ceremony, also paid a courtesy call on Muizzu

and expressed interest in strengthening bilateral

relations across multiple sectors. President Muizzu

emphasized the MIFC’s central role in transforming the

Maldivian economy and welcomed the high-level

regional engagement that now surrounds the project.

[the edition]

UK considers visa restrictions on Pakistan,

Sri Lanka amid crackdown on asylum

abuse

(lm) The United Kingdom is planning to tighten visa

rules for nationals of Pakistan, Sri Lanka, and Nigeria

as part of efforts to curb misuse of legal migration

routes. The Home Office aims to address cases where

individuals enter on work or student visas and later file

for asylum to remain permanently.

Though the UK has not published updated exit check

data since 2020, officials claim these nationalities are
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overrepresented among overstayers and asylum

claimants. The forthcoming Immigration White Paper,

due later in May, will propose reforms to fix what the

government calls a “broken” immigration system.

Prime Minister Keir Starmer has pledged to reduce

both legal and illegal migration but opposes fixed

quotas. Labour’s broader agenda includes tougher

laws against dangerous small boat crossings and

investment in domestic workforce training. [Daily

Mirror]

EU GSP+ review of Sri Lanka notes limited

progress on reconciliation, human rights

reforms

(lm) A visiting European Union (EU) monitoring

delegation has raised concerns over Sri Lanka’s

delayed repeal of the Prevention of Terrorism Act (PTA)

and limited progress on reconciliation and human

rights reforms—issues tied to the renewal of the

Generalised Scheme of Preferences Plus (GSP+) trade

concessions. The current GSP+ scheme, which

facilitates duty-free access for 85 percent of Sri Lankan

exports to the EU, is set to expire next year, with a new

application process under revised criteria beginning in

2027.

During meetings with Sri Lankan authorities, the EU

reaffirmed its commitment to supporting Sri Lanka but

emphasized that continuation of GSP+ benefits

depends on demonstrable alignment with democratic

and human rights obligations. Officials acknowledged

recent steps to draft a replacement for the PTA and

reviewed progress on 27 international conventions tied

to eligibility. However, concerns persist regarding slow

implementation, the Online Safety Act, and transitional

justice efforts.

President Anura Kumara Dissanayake, in a separate

meeting, welcomed the EU’s support for Sri Lanka’s

economic recovery, attributing past crises to systemic

corruption and pledging gradual institutional reform.

[Daily Mirror 1] [Daily Mirror 2]

In parallel, the Tamil Progressive Alliance (TPA)—a

political alliance representing Tamils of Indian origin

primarily in the plantation sector—presented a five-

point proposal urging that any extension of GSP+ be

conditioned on measurable reforms. These include the

immediate suspension of the PTA, revival of

constitutional reform with power-sharing provisions,

creation of a credible truth and accountability

mechanism, release of long-term Tamil political
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prisoners, and inclusion of the Hill Country Tamil

community under human rights monitoring due to

continued marginalization. [Daily Mirror 2]

China signals support for Sri Lanka’s

future BRICS membership despite no

current expansion plans

(lm) China has expressed readiness to support Sri

Lanka’s bid to join BRICS, a coalition of emerging

economies comprising Brazil, Russia, India, China, and

South Africa, along with newly admitted members

Egypt, Ethiopia, Iran, the United Arab Emirates, and

Indonesia. Sri Lanka formally expressed interest in

joining the bloc during the October 2024 BRICS summit

in Kazan, Russia. However, with no expansion planned

at present, its application remains pending.

Previously, both Russia and India had indicated

willingness to consider Sri Lanka’s membership once

new admissions resume. Under Brazil’s 2025

presidency, BRICS is prioritizing trade facilitation,

inclusive artificial intelligence governance, climate

finance, public health cooperation, and institutional

strengthening.

The bloc’s push to challenge the dominance of the U.S.

dollar has intensified tensions with the United States.

President Donald Trump recently warned that any

BRICS member pursuing alternatives to the dollar

would face 100 percent tariffs on trade with the U.S.—

a move that has prompted Sri Lanka to engage in talks

with Washington to mitigate potential tariff fallout.

[Daily Mirror]

Indonesia urges ICJ to condemn Israeli

violations of Palestinian rights

(mo) On April 30, Indonesian Foreign Minister Sugiono

delivered his oral submission at the International Court

of Justice (ICJ), emphasizing Israel’s occupation of

Palestine as a flagrant violation of international law.

[Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Indonesia]

In his oral submission, he argued that Israeli

government is clearly breaking the Geneva

Conventions and the UN Charter by highlighting Israel’s

ongoing violations against Palestinians including the

denial of humanitarian access, destruction of civilian

infrastructure, and collective punishment. Sugiono

further asserted the need to protect medical facilities
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under international law, as the Indonesian Hospital in

Gaza was also targeted by Israeli forces in 2023.

[Tempo]

Indonesia urged the ICJ to reaffirm five core obligations

that Israel must follow in current Gaza crisis, ensuring

essential supplies, cooperating on relief efforts,

protecting healthcare services, ending collective

punishment, and prohibiting forced displacement of

Palestinians. Sugiono stressed that Israel’s current

actions in Palestine as a deliberate policy of permanent

dispossession and mass displacement, diminishing

Palestinians' right to self-determination. Jakarta called

the ICJ to uphold international legal norms and issue a

strong advisory opinion for guiding UN member states

in pursuing justice for Palestinian self-determination.

[Antara]

Vietnam joins China-Philippines dispute

over disputed string of sandbars

(dnb) The dispute over Sandy Cay—a string of

sandbars west of Pag-asa (Thitu) Island in the Kalayaan

Island Group—has escalated into a trilateral maritime

standoff, with Vietnam formally protesting both

Chinese and Philippine actions at the contested site.

The cay, known as Pag-asa Cay 2 in the Philippines and

Tiexian Jiao in China, is situated within the Philippines'

exclusive economic zone (EEZ) but is also claimed by

both China and Vietnam.

The current round of tensions began when Chinese

state media announced on April 26 that the Chinese

coast guard had “implemented maritime control” over

Sandy Cay. In response, the Philippines dispatched its

coast guard and police officers, raising its flag over the

sandbars and releasing photos to dispute Beijing’s

claims. [AiR No. 17, April/2025, 5]

China’s actions were labeled disinformation by the

Philippines’ National Maritime Council (NMC), which

emphasized the country’s continued lawful exercise of

sovereignty and maritime entitlements under the

United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea

(UNCLOS) and the 2016 arbitral ruling that invalidated

China’s expansive nine-dash line claim. [The Manila

Times]

Vietnam, meanwhile, has taken an unusually assertive

stance. On May 4, Hanoi sent diplomatic protests to

both Beijing and Manila, urging them to respect its

sovereignty and international law. Vietnam’s foreign

ministry condemned both countries’ rival flag-raising

activities and warned that such actions threaten
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regional peace and stability. While Vietnam generally

prefers quiet diplomacy, it has grown increasingly

vocal in recent months, including defining new

maritime baselines in the Gulf of Tonkin in February

2025—a move that triggered live-fire military exercises

by China.

At the same time, Vietnam continues to build ties with

the Philippines. In August 2024, the two countries’

coast guards held their first joint firefighting and

search-and-rescue drills off Manila, and their defense

ministers signed letters of intent to expand

cooperation in disaster response and military

medicine. Both sides committed to resolving maritime

disputes through international legal frameworks.

[Radio Free Asia] [Inquirer.net]

Domestically, Philippine officials have emphasized

peaceful resolution but also pushed for stronger legal

mechanisms. Retired Supreme Court Justice Antonio

Carpio urged the Marcos administration to file a new

arbitration case to assert the country’s extended

continental shelf (ECS) rights beyond the Spratlys.

Carpio noted that both Vietnam and Malaysia might

quietly support such a move, though they refrain from

initiating action themselves due to their economic ties

with China. [Inquirer.net]

Singapore-Pacific Alliance free trade pact

enters into force

(rt/nl) A free trade agreement (FTA) between Singapore

and the Pacific Alliance entered into force on May 3 for

Singapore, Chile, and Peru. Colombia and Mexico are

still completing their ratification processes. The Pacific

Alliance is a Latin American trade bloc comprising

Chile, Colombia, Mexico, and Peru. Together, the group

forms the ninth-largest economy in the world, with a

combined population of 235 million.

Signed in January 2022, this agreement is Singapore’s

28th FTA and its first with Colombia. Singapore already

has existing trade agreements with Chile, Mexico, and

Peru through the Comprehensive and Progressive

Agreement for Trans-Pacific Partnership (CPTPP), and

in Peru’s case, also through a bilateral FTA.

In 2024, bilateral trade between Singapore and the

Pacific Alliance totaled SGD 12.5 billion (USD 9.6

billion), accounting for more than one-third of

Singapore’s total trade with Latin America and the

Caribbean. Top traded goods include electrical

machinery, refined metal products, cocoa, wine, and

seafood. Around 100 Singapore companies currently
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operate in Pacific Alliance markets, particularly in

technology, digital services, food trade, infrastructure,

and logistics.

Under the agreement, member countries will eliminate

tariffs on most goods. Once ratified, Colombia will

remove or reduce tariffs on 85.7 percent of tariff lines.

Businesses may also benefit from flexible rules of

origin, allowing materials from any member state to

count toward preferential tariff treatment.

The FTA also grants Singaporean service providers

preferential access in legal, construction, and tax

advisory sectors. They may operate in Pacific Alliance

markets without the need to establish local

representative offices and can participate in

government procurement opportunities. [Channel

NewsAsia]

Deputy Prime Minister Heng Swee Keat welcomed the

agreement during the International Conference on

Societies of Opportunity, emphasizing Singapore’s

ongoing commitment to international trade

partnerships in an increasingly volatile global economic

environment. Heng also highlighted Singapore’s

broader strategy, including 27 existing FTAs with

partners such as ASEAN, Japan, India, China, and the

U.S., and its growing network of digital economy

agreements with countries like Australia, South Korea,

and the UK. [Prime Minister's Office Singapore]

[Singapore Law Watch]

Singapore senior official urges deeper

Asian climate cooperation amid global

instability

(nl) At the opening of Ecosperity Week 2025,

Coordinating Minister for National Security and Chair

of Singapore’s Inter-Ministerial Committee on Climate

Change, Teo Chee Hean, stressed Asia’s central role in

addressing the climate crisis. He warned that the

region—already vulnerable to extreme weather—could

face GDP losses of up to 41 percent by 2100 under a

high-emissions scenario, yet remains integral to

shaping the global climate trajectory.

Teo called for deeper regional collaboration in three

key areas: expanding Southeast Asia’s power grid

connectivity, addressing the region’s annual USD 210

billion green investment gap, and advancing robust,

high-integrity carbon markets. He highlighted

initiatives like Singapore’s FAST-P blended finance

platform and support for carbon credit standards

through the Transition Credits Coalition.
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Citing Singapore’s submission of its 2035 emissions

target and commitment to net-zero by 2050, Teo

reaffirmed the country’s resolve to work with regional

partners on energy transition and climate resilience.

[Channel News Asia]

OECD membership target by 2030 and

BRICS debut reflect Thailand’s dual-track

global strategy

(msz) Thailand has formalized its ambition to join the

Organisation for Economic Co-operation and

Development (OECD) by 2030 while simultaneously

expanding its role in Global South cooperation through

its first official participation in the BRICS Foreign

Ministers’ Meeting—highlighting a strategic

realignment that seeks to anchor the country more

firmly in both established and emerging international

frameworks.

At the 2025 OECD Southeast Asia Regional Forum, co-

hosted in Bangkok on May 2 by the Ministry of Foreign

Affairs and the OECD, Thai officials reaffirmed the goal

of attaining full OECD membership within the next five

years. A national steering committee was established

in March to oversee the process. The first major

milestone will be the submission of a Preliminary

Memorandum—a comprehensive self-assessment of

legal and policy alignment with OECD standards—by

the end of 2025.

Although full accession may extend beyond 2030, the

Thai government views the process itself as a catalyst

for long-term reforms tied to its ambition of becoming

a high-income country by 2037. Core areas of

cooperation include responsible business conduct,

anti-corruption, digital economy governance, foreign

investment facilitation, aging population policy, and

the green transition. Officials also emphasized that

OECD membership will bolster transparency, rule of

law, and international investor confidence. [Bangkok

Post 1]

In parallel, Thailand marked its official entry into the

BRICS bloc by participating in the BRICS Foreign

Ministers’ Meeting in Brazil on April 29. BRICS now

comprises Brazil, Russia, India, China, South Africa,

Egypt, Ethiopia, Indonesia, Iran, Saudi Arabia, the

United Arab Emirates—and Thailand. Foreign Minister

Maris Sangiampongsa highlighted food security,

agriculture, public health, and green energy as key

areas for cooperation with Brazil, and promoted Muay

Thai as a form of economic soft power through a

Master Class event in Rio de Janeiro. [Bangkok Post 2]
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Thailand pushes for free trade agreement

with Eurasian Economic Union

(msz) Thailand is seeking to advance negotiations on a

free trade agreement (FTA) with the Eurasian Economic

Union (EEU), according to a bilateral meeting held

between Thai and Russian officials on the sidelines of

the BRICS Foreign Ministers’ Meeting in Brazil.

During the meeting, Thai Foreign Minister Maris

Sangiampongsa and Russian Foreign Minister Sergey

Lavrov discussed the potential scope of the proposed

FTA, as well as expanded cooperation in tourism and

cultural exchange. Thai officials view Russia’s dual

membership in both BRICS and the EEU as a strategic

advantage for accelerating FTA discussions.

The EEU consists of Armenia, Belarus, Kazakhstan,

Kyrgyzstan, and Russia. According to official data, the

bloc accounted for approximately 3.2 percent of global

GDP in 2022, 2.2 percent of global industrial output,

and 2.7 percent of global exports as of 2021. [Bangkok

Post]

Vietnam’s party chief begins four-nation

visit to deepen ties with former Soviet

states

(lm) General Secretary of the Communist Party of

Vietnam (CPV) Central Committee To Lam departed

Hanoi on May 5 for state visits to Kazakhstan,

Azerbaijan, Russia, and Belarus. The visits, scheduled

from May 5 to 12, aim to advance Vietnam’s foreign

policy of multilateralism, self-reliance, and proactive

global integration, as outlined at the 13th National

Party Congress.

Accompanied by senior officials—including the

ministers of national defence and public security—To

Lam's itinerary includes a state visit to Kazakhstan,

marking the first by a CPV General Secretary and the

first visit by a senior Vietnamese leader to the country

in 13 years. He was welcomed in Astana by Kazakh

President Kassym-Jomart Tokayev and other senior

officials. The two countries have maintained diplomatic

relations since 1992, with bilateral trade rising to USD

800 million in 2024 and showing continued growth into

2025.

The tour includes an official visit to Russia, where To

Lam will attend the 80th anniversary of the Victory of
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the Great Patriotic War, as well as state visits to

Azerbaijan and Belarus. [Viet Nam News 1] [Viet Nam

News 2]

EU signals interest in deepening trade and

green cooperation with Vietnam

(lm) European Council (EC) President Antonio Costa, in

a phone conversation with Vietnamese Communist

Party General Secretary To Lam on April 30, expressed

interest in strengthening the European Union’s

relationship with Vietnam, particularly in trade,

infrastructure, and climate-related cooperation.

The call, which coincided with the 50th anniversary of

Vietnam’s national reunification, touched on the EU–

Vietnam Free Trade Agreement (EVFTA), the pending

ratification of the EU–Vietnam Investment Protection

Agreement (EVIPA), and the implementation of the Just

Energy Transition Partnership (JETP). Costa reiterated

the EU’s support for expanding collaboration in areas

such as green transition, digital innovation, and

maritime security.

To Lam, while marking the historical significance of

reunification, framed Vietnam’s current foreign policy

as one of multilateralism and balanced economic

cooperation. He called for addressing trade obstacles

and urged greater EU engagement on issues such as

the EC’s ongoing “yellow card” on Vietnamese seafood

exports.

Both sides acknowledged the broader geopolitical and

economic challenges, and agreed on the need to

coordinate more closely in multilateral forums,

including on maritime issues in the South China Sea.

Costa expressed support for Vietnam’s stated role as a

regional stabilizing actor and indicated readiness for

further political dialogue. [Viet Nam News]

Vietnam strengthens ties with Latin

America, explores new partnerships with

Global South nations

(lm) Vietnam has intensified diplomatic engagement

with Global South countries during the week of its

national reunification anniversary, emphasizing

economic cooperation and party-to-party ties with

Tanzania, Nicaragua, Algeria, Venezuela, and the

Dominican Republic.
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In talks with Tanzanian Foreign Minister Mahmoud

Thabit Kombo, Prime Minister Phạm Minh Chính urged

the two countries to prioritize economic cooperation,

expedite a bilateral free trade agreement, and finalize

legal frameworks for investment and tax agreements.

Vietnam encouraged Tanzania to open an embassy in

Hanoi and welcomed expanded investment by

Vietnamese firms. Kombo expressed interest in

attracting Vietnamese investment to Tanzania’s

agriculture sector and emphasized Tanzania’s role as a

gateway to East Africa. [Viet Nam News 1]

Deputy Prime Minister and Foreign Minister Bùi Thanh

Sơn also met with visiting counterparts from Nicaragua

and Algeria. Nicaragua's Foreign Minister Valdrack

Jaentschke praised Vietnam's development model and

suggested deepening cooperation in trade, technology,

education, and telecommunications. Both sides

pledged to strengthen ties through political

consultations and legal agreements. Algerian Minister

Laid Rebiga echoed support for closer cooperation,

especially in energy, halal industry development, and

cultural exchange. He called for convening the

Vietnam-Algeria Intergovernmental Committee to

deepen ties. [Viet Nam News 2]

At the party level, Secretary of the Communist Party of

Vietnam (CPV) Central Committee Lê Hoài Trung

hosted high-level delegations from Venezuela’s United

Socialist Party and the Dominican Republic’s United

Left Movement (MIU). Both sides reaffirmed their

historical solidarity and agreed to strengthen inter-

party cooperation through experience-sharing, political

consultation, and support for economic and trade

expansion. The Venezuelan side emphasized Vietnam's

growing global role and expressed interest in

enhancing bilateral cooperation in energy,

telecommunications, and agriculture. [Viet Nam News

3]

Major Chinese business delegation set to

visit Bangladesh

(lm) A 100-member Chinese business delegation, led

by China’s commerce minister, will soon visit

Bangladesh to boost economic ties.

The visit reflects growing cooperation between the two

countries across trade, health, education, and

infrastructure. During talks in Dhaka, Bangladesh’s

foreign secretary welcomed improvements in visa

processing and low-cost Dhaka–Kunming flights, which

he said will ease access to medical treatment in China.

Bangladesh also requested more scholarships for
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students and reaffirmed support for the One-China

policy. [Dhaka Tribune]

Bangladesh’s main opposition party

accuses India of weaponizing

transboundary river water

(lm) Bangladesh’s main opposition party, the

Bangladesh Nationalist Party (BNP), has accused India

of using transboundary rivers as a geopolitical weapon,

citing the blocked flow of 54 shared rivers, including

the Teesta.

Speaking at a rally in Rangpur on May 4, BNP Standing

Committee Member Mirza Abbas declared the party

would not rest until the 20 million people living along

the Teesta River received their fair share of water. He

warned that transit facilities and port access could be

used to pressure India, and blamed the unresolved

issue on what he called the “fascist” leadership of

former Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina, who fled to India

in August last year. Abbas also alleged Indian

involvement in the disappearance of a BNP leader

known for his activism over the Kushiyara River.

[Dhaka Tribune]

The Teesta River, which flows from India into northern

Bangladesh, is critical for agriculture in the region.

India controls the upstream flow, and a 2011

agreement to allocate 42.5 percent of the river’s waters

to Bangladesh was never finalized due to opposition

from West Bengal’s state government. Bangladesh

continues to face water scarcity, crop failures, and

worsening poverty during dry seasons.

The BNP’s renewed rhetoric comes as regional

tensions over water sharing escalate. Very recently,

India suspended the 1960 Indus Waters Treaty with

Pakistan, citing Islamabad’s alleged support for cross-

border terrorism, following a major terrorist attack in

Indian-administered Kashmir. The move effectively lifts

restrictions on India’s use of western rivers such as the

Jhelum and Chenab and has raised concerns about

broader implications for regional water governance.

Bangladesh to submit work plan to

counter Trump tariffs within days

(lm) Bangladesh will submit a trade work plan to the

United States Trade Representative (USTR) within a

week as part of ongoing negotiations to reduce a trade
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imbalance and avert reciprocal tariffs currently paused

until July 9.

The plan includes tariff rationalization in line with

World Trade Organization rules, expansion of U.S.

cotton and LNG imports, and updates on labor law and

intellectual property reforms. Bangladesh will also

push for a Free Trade Agreement (FTA) and plans to

follow up with a draft FTA proposal.

Officials say broader tariff adjustments are necessary

as the country prepares to graduate from least

developed country status in 2026. With exports to the

U.S. exceeding USD 8 billion compared to USD 2 billion

in imports, Bangladesh is aiming to ease tensions

through greater bilateral engagement. [The Daily Star]

Bangladesh-Azerbaijan talks highlight

potential for deeper connectivity and

sectoral cooperation

(lm) Bangladesh’s interim leader, Chief Adviser

Muhammad Yunus, has agreed to enhance ties with

Azerbaijan through increased trade, education

exchanges, and direct air connectivity. During talks

with Azerbaijan’s Deputy Foreign Minister in Dhaka,

Yunus proposed opening an Azerbaijani embassy in

Bangladesh and launching a Dhaka–Baku flight to

facilitate student mobility and commercial

engagement.

The discussion also covered Azerbaijan’s public service

platforms—ASAN, a citizen services network aimed at

reducing corruption, and DOST, a system for

integrated social protection. Yunus expressed interest

in exploring these models for possible adaptation in

Bangladesh.

Bangladesh invited Azerbaijani investors to tap into its

large and youthful workforce, while Baku emphasized

its intent to develop strategic relations ahead of the

35th anniversary of diplomatic ties in 2027. [Dhaka

Tribune]

New Bangladesh-Italy migration deal aims

to expand legal pathways, curb human

trafficking

(lm) During a two-day visit to Dhaka from May 5–6,

Italian Interior Minister Matteo Piantedosi met with

Chief Adviser Muhammad Yunus and senior members
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of Bangladesh’s interim government, reaffirming

Rome’s intention to deepen bilateral cooperation on

legal migration, labor mobility, and security. Italy

expressed strong interest in recruiting more

Bangladeshi workers through safe, regular channels,

praising the Bangladeshi community in Italy—

numbering around 400,000—for its successful

integration and contributions.

A central outcome of the visit was the signing of a

Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) on migration

and mobility between the two countries. The

agreement is intended to expand legal labor migration,

address labor shortages in Italy, and reduce the risks

of irregular migration. It also strengthens cooperation

against transnational crimes such as human trafficking,

migrant smuggling, cybercrime, and terrorism.

The Italian side noted a surge in irregular arrivals—

over 2,500 Bangladeshis entered Italy via the

Mediterranean in the first two months of 2025—and

emphasized the need for joint action to counter illegal

migration routes. Both countries agreed to enhance

information sharing, capacity-building, and

repatriation procedures in line with the EU-Bangladesh

agreement on unauthorized stay from 2017.

Prime Minister Giorgia Meloni is expected to visit

Dhaka later this year to further elevate bilateral ties.

[The Daily Star 1] [The Daily Star 2]

Brunei Sultan receives Lao Agriculture

Minister during official visit

(ga) Sultan Hassanal Bolkiah of Brunei received in

audience the Lao Minister of Agriculture and Forestry 

Linkham Douangsavanh on April 29 at Nurul Iman

Palace. The minister is in Brunei from April 28 to 30 to

attend the 2nd Joint Working Committee Meeting

between Brunei’s Ministry of Primary Resources and

Tourism and Laos’ Ministry of Agriculture and Forestry.

Brunei and Laos established diplomatic relations in

1993, with a significant milestone in agricultural

cooperation marked by the signing of a Memorandum

of Understanding on October 25, 2022. [Borneo

Bulletin]

Brunei, Kosovo explore economic

cooperation
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(dql) On May 5, Sultan Hassanal Bolkiah held bilateral

talks with visiting Kosovan President Vjosa Osmani-

Sadriu  during which the two leaders discuss key

bilateral and international issues, with a focus on

strengthening economic cooperation and people-to-

people ties.

A Visa Waiver Agreement was signed, granting visa

exemptions for holders of ordinary, diplomatic, and

official passports, aimed at facilitating closer

cooperation between Brunei and Kosovo. [The Star]

Brunei and Oman renew media

cooperation with MoU signing

(ga) Brunei and Oman renewed their media

cooperation through the signing of a Memorandum of

Understanding (MoU) during a three-day working visit

by Brunei’s Minister at the Prime Minister’s Office and

Minister of Defence II Halbi Mohd Yussof from April 28

to 30. The MoU, signed at Oman’s Ministry of

Information, marks the third renewal of such

collaboration and commemorates the 40th anniversary

of diplomatic relations between the two nations.

The agreement includes the exchange of media

content, joint development, expertise sharing, and

capacity-building efforts. During the visit, the minister

also paid a courtesy call on Oman’s Minister of

Information Abdullah bin Nasser bin Khalifa Al Harrasi.

[Borneo Bulletin]

Brunei, Iran sign MoU to boost economic

and trade ties

(ga) Brunei and Iran have signed a five-year

memorandum of understanding (MoU) to enhance

economic cooperation, focusing on trade, investment,

and information exchange. The MoU was signed by

President of the Iran Chamber of Commerce,

Industries, Mines and Agriculture Samad Hassanzadeh

and President of the National Chamber of Commerce

and Industry of Brunei Darussalam Abdul Saman

Ahmad during the Iran Expo 2025 event.

The agreement includes provisions for exchanging

market and regulatory data, supporting trade and

investment delegations, and organizing joint events

such as exhibitions and trade fairs. Both nations also

discussed the potential formation of a joint chamber of

commerce and noted opportunities for collaboration in
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cultural and educational exchanges, aiming to

strengthen bilateral economic relations. [Borneo

Bulletin]

Cambodia and South Korea partner to

develop R&D innovation cluster

(gm) Cambodia’s Ministry of Industry, Science,

Technology & Innovation (MISTI) has partnered with

South Korea’s Science and Technology Policy Institute

(STEPI) to establish a Research and Development (R&D)

cluster in Cambodia. The Memorandum of

Understanding (MoU), signed on April 29, sets the

foundation for strengthened policy collaboration over

the next five years. [Cambodian People’s Party]

The collaboration focuses on areas such as policy

design, development of investment mechanisms, and

technology and expertise exchanges, aimed at

fostering Cambodia's economic diversification and

technological advancement. The initiative aligns with

Cambodia’s Vision 2050, aiming for high-income status

and strengthening ties with South Korea in innovation

and industrial development.

A Joint Coordination Committee (JCC) will be set up to

oversee the project’s implementation and ensure

continued strategic alignment. The partnership aims to

boost Cambodia’s competitiveness by leveraging

STEPI’s expertise in science and technology policy,

alongside MISTI’s ongoing reforms to enhance the

country’s innovation and industrial capabilities. [Khmer

Times]

Full scholarships to study in Japan to be

offered to Cambodian students in 2026

(sal) The Ministry of Education, Youth and Sport has

announced that the Japanese government will offer

fully funded scholarships for Cambodian students, civil

servants, and the general public to study in Japan

starting in 2026.

These scholarships, part of the Japanese Government’s

MEXT program, support various academic tracks

including postgraduate, undergraduate, technical

college, and vocational training courses. As outlined in

the official notice, the scholarships are entirely

financed by Japan, covering airfare, tuition, housing,

and living expenses. [Khmer Times]
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Senate President Hun Sen visits Indonesia

(dql) During a working visit to Jakarta on May 5, Senate

President Hun Sen met with Indonesian President

Prabowo Subianto to discuss bilateral cooperation.

[Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Indonesia]

The leaders acknowledged that Cambodia has

achieved food security but continues to face energy

security challenges. In contrast, Indonesia has

advanced in both areas. Prabowo expressed readiness

to promote cooperation between the two countries’

private sectors in fisheries and energy, and proposed

signing a memorandum of understanding on fisheries.

Hun Sen, for his part. emphasized the importance of

enhancing cooperation in trade, tourism, aviation, and

economic exchange. Currently, AirAsia Cambodia

operates the only direct flight between the two

countries, flying to Bali. Indonesian firms are exploring

the potential to launch flights to Siem Reap.

Both sides also discussed collaboration on combating

cross-border crimes, including online scams and drug

trafficking.

Bilateral trade reached USD 1.1 billion in 2024, a 1.5

USD increase from 2023. Cambodia exported USD

94.68 million to Indonesia while importing USD 1

billion, resulting in a trade deficit of USD 913 million.

Indonesia ranks as Cambodia’s seventh-largest trading

partner. [The Phnom Penh Post]

Cambodian Ministry of Commerce

mandates certificate of origin for US

exporters

(gm) In an effort to combat fraudulent exports, the

Ministry of Commerce announced that, starting May

12, 2025, all goods exported to the United States must

be accompanied by a Certificate of Origin. This new

regulation follows an Inter-Ministerial Prakas, a formal

government decree, which aims to prevent origin fraud

and ensure transparent enforcement of the Law on

Rules of Origin for the export of certain goods to the

US. [Khmer Times]

This measure follows the imposition of increasing US

tariffs on Cambodian goods, particularly the 3,500

percent tariff on solar panels, which the US accuses of

receiving excessive subsidies. [Phnom Penh Post]

The regulation covers 126 items exported to the US,

and the Ministry confirmed that producers and
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exporters can request the Origin Certification Letters

free of charge through the General Department of

Trade Services. [Kiripost]  

In cases of suspicion regarding the origin of goods, or

requests from the importing country’s authorities for

verification, joint investigations will be conducted by

the General Department of Trade Services and the

General Department of Customs and Excise. Those

found guilty of fraudulent declaration of the origin of

goods will face penalties under Cambodia’s Law on

Rules of Origin and Law on Customs. [Phnom Penh

Post] [Khmer Times]

China-US trade war developments

(na/dz) China's Ministry of Commerce announced on

May 2 that it is "evaluating" a US offer to hold talks

regarding US President Trump's 145 percent tariffs on

Chinese goods. The ministry acknowledged that the US

has tried to convey information to China regarding

trade negotiations, marking China's first official

recognition of Washington's outreach to de-escalate

the ongoing trade war. However, China warned against

using discussions as "a pretext to engage in coercion

and extortion" and insisted that meaningful

negotiations would require the US to "demonstrate

sincerity" by removing unilateral tariffs. [Reuters 1]

[SCMP]

The China Commerce Ministry stated that China will

“fight to the end” but added that the “door remains

open for talks”. This apparent softening in tone comes

after weeks of China denying any communication with

the US despite American officials' repeated claims that

talks were underway. However, there is speculation

that the statement doesn't signal any shift in China's

political stance, as China’s precondition for

negotiations remains the complete removal of US

tariffs. [SCMP 1]

Earlier last week, the rhetoric was much more

assertive. On the 100th day of President Donald

Trump’s term, April 29, China issued a brash challenge

to American leadership by releasing a video titled

"Never Kneel Down!" on the Chinese Foreign Ministry’s

official X account, @MFA_China. [X]

The narration states: "Bowing to a bully is like drinking

poison to quench thirst." The video includes imagery of

the Korean War and the 2021 return of Huawei CFO

Meng Wanzhou, portraying both as symbols of China’s

"resistance."
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This comes amid rising domestic pressure: Youth

unemployment in China is at record highs, and GDP

growth has slowed, according to Bloomberg Economics

and the International Monetary Fund. This seemingly

supports the US perspective that China is operating

from a weaker position: "It’s up to China to de-escalate,

because they sell five times more to us than we sell to

them," Treasury Secretary Scott Bessent said 28 April

on CNBC. [Fox News]

Trump, meanwhile, regards his first 100-days in office

as ““the most successful first 100 days of any

administration in the history of our country.” In his

speech he claimed countries “even China” now want

deals to avoid his 145 percent duties, calling the tariffs

a curb on “the greatest job theft in the world.” [SCMP 2]

Fentanyl as potential door opener for talks

A Wall Street Journal report stated that China is

considering addressing US concerns about China's role

in the fentanyl trade as a potential pathway to start

trade talks. According to unnamed sources, Chinese

Minister for Public Security Wang Xiaohong could meet

with senior US officials either in America or a third

country, though China would like to see Trump ease

his trade offensive first. [Reuters 2] [The Wall Street

Journal, $]

Trump expressed optimism on April 30, stating he

believed there was a "very good chance" his

administration could reach a deal with China. This

came shortly after Chinese President Xi Jinping called

on officials to "take action to adjust to changes in the

international environment," though he didn't explicitly

mention the United States. [Reuters 2]

U.S. ends tariff exemptions for Chinese low-

value goods

Meanwhile, the trade war continues to intensify on

other fronts. On May 2, the US ended tariff exemptions

for goods worth less than USD 800 shipped from

China, significantly impacting Chinese-based e-

commerce platforms. Items shipped commercially now

face 145 percent tariffs, while those sent through the

US Postal Service will incur duties of 120 percent of

their value or a minimum of USD 100, increasing to

USD 200 next month. The White House framed this

decision as a "critical step” in fighting “the illicit flow of

synthetic opioids" from China. [Hong Kong Free Press]

Additionally, the US Federal Communications

Commission (FCC) announced plans to vote on May 22

to bar Chinese labs that are considered a security risk

from testing electronic devices for use in the United
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States. The FCC explained that the measure aims to

close a national security “loophole”, noting that

approximately 75 percent of all electronics are

currently tested at labs located in China. There are also

plans for the FCC to vote on requiring companies with

ties to foreign adversaries to disclose all licenses and

authorizations. [Reuters 3]

China’s response to U.S. closing of “de minimis” loophole.

In response to Washington’s closing of the “de minims”

tariff loophole, Chinese exporters have begun

“washing” products, ie. sending goods to another

country for minimal processing or assembly, often just

enough to change the country of origin. Another

emerging method of circumventing US-tariffs is that

freight forwarders blend high-value items with cheap

products to understate shipment value. However,

neighboring customs agencies have begun spot-

checks, while U.S. importers fear joint-and-several

liability if falsification is caught. [Financial Times 1]

The inclusion of low-cost goods in Trump’s tariff

scheme will most significantly impact brands such as

Temu and Shein and U.S.-based small businesses—

namely Etsy sellers, who will pay more for clasps and

fabrics, and footwear start-ups, which note that

prototypes that once cost USD 10 to import will now

exceed USD 25. It will also cause a sharp and obvious

price jump: for example, a USD 40 blouse from

Shenzhen could now arrive at a U.S. doorstep with an

extra USD 58 in duties and fees attached. [Politico]

[The Washington Post]

Fast-fashion brand Temu has already abandoned

direct China-to-US shipping, whereby all-American

orders will now be filled from stock held in U.S.

warehouses or by third-party “domestic” sellers. This is

presumably to keep pricing for U.S. customers the

same and “help local merchants reach more customers

and grow their businesses. The overhaul aims to blunt

a tariff that starts at 120 percent this month and rises

to 145 percent in June. Rival Shein, equally reliant on

the previous loophole, might be forced to push back its

London IPO and has increased prices by as much as

377 percent on some U.S. products. Moreover, Temu

and Shein have both fueled their rapid growth with

blanket social media advertising but now have had to

slash advertising spending. [Financial Times 2]

[Financial Times 3] [Financial Times 4] 

To guard against rerouting and dumping of Chinese

products, the United Kingdom is reviewing their Low

Value Import Scheme, a GBP 135 duty-free threshold

that mirrors America’s old de-minimis rule after local
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retailers warn against risk of Chinese goods. [Financial

Times 5]

Chinese exports to the U.S. take plunge

As tariffs continue to cause disruptions in both China

and the U.S., the letter is likely to witness a product

shortage as incoming imports decrease. For example,

at the Port of Los Angeles (PLA), which, along with the

Port of Long Beach, receives roughly 40 percent of all

imports from Asia, reported shipments down 10

percent compared to the same period last year. This

number is expected to keep falling, as highlighted by

PLA executive director Eugene Seroka at a Los Angeles

Board of Harbor Commissioners meeting on April 24,

predicting arrivals to drop by 35 percent. The port's top

five import categories are furniture, auto parts,

clothing, plastics and footwear – thus the products

most likely to suffer shortages and higher prices,

especially at major stores such as Walmart and Target. 

Consequently, this development has led to a

widespread booking freeze. For the week of April 14,

booking volumes from China to the U.S. dropped 45

percent compared with the same period one year

earlier. In turn, booking platforms, such as Freightos,

notes that carriers are cancelling sailings from China

because they cannot fill their ships with goods, while

some importers are pausing shipments until they gain

more clarity into President Trump's tariff plans. A

Freightos survey of 195 small importers found that 33

percent of businesses planned to pause shipments in

response to the tariffs. [CBS]

China creates list of firms exempt from tariffs

Beijing, for its part, is quietly circulating a “whitelist” of

U.S.-made products that will be exempt from its 125

percent retaliatory tariff. A public list has not been

released, instead Chinese officials are contacting

multinational firms to notify them of the product

classifications currently being exempt. Currently, the

list includes select pharmaceuticals, microchips and

aircraft engines.

Despite vows to “fight to the end,” the list is indicative

of the Chinese economy in need critical U.S. inputs.

Notably, the list is expandable; ethane was added only

after importers proved there is “no alternative

supplier.” [Reuters 4] [Newsweek]

Washington pushes SEC to delist “China Inc.” listings

Two senior Republicans, House China committee chair

John Moolenaar and Florida senator Rick Scott, have
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urged the U.S. Securities and Exchange Commission to

strike 25 Chinese groups, led by Alibaba, Baidu, JD.com

and Weibo, from New York’s boards. The lawmakers

argue the companies “advance Beijing’s military-civil

fusion program” and thus pose “an unacceptable

national-security and human-rights risk” to U.S.

investors. They propose SEC to wield the Holding

Foreign Companies Accountable Act, the 2020 law that

already threatens ejection for firms whose auditors

dodge U.S. inspections, to force delisting “without

further delay.” [The Select Committee on the CCP]

This policy goes beyond the big tech names. The list

includes autonomous-driving start-up Pony.ai, lidar

maker Hesai and chip-tool supplier Naura, many of

which already sit on Pentagon or Commerce

Department blacklists. In response, China’s embassy in

Washington called the move “politically motivated

financial protectionism.” Any SEC action would echo

the Defense Department’s campaign to keep U.S.

pension cash out of Chinese companies flagged for

military ties. The US is clearly signaling a tighter,

capital-markets (more expensive for firms to

move/raise money through e.g. increase interest rates)

front in the wider U.S.– China tech war.

However, to delist Chinese firms, the SEC must weigh

each case and could grant transition windows.

Nevertheless, pressure is intense with bipartisan

momentum suggesting Wall Street could see its first

forced Chinese exits since Luckin Coffee in 2020. If

successful, the crackdown would result in a flood of

Chinese companies migrating listings to Hong Kong

and Shanghai, draining liquidity from Wall Street and

limit US investor access to Chinese Tech. [Financial

Times 6] [Reuters 5]

US intelligence agency releases video to

entice Chinese officials into leaking

secrets

(na) The US Central Intelligence Agency (CIA) released

two Mandarin-language videos on May 1 aimed at

recruiting Chinese officials to leak information to the

United States, marking an escalation in US intelligence

gathering efforts against China. The videos, posted on

the agency's social media platforms, portray fictional

scenarios of Chinese Communist Party (CCP) officials

becoming disillusioned with the system and deciding

to contact the CIA. [Reuters 1]

The videos appear targeted at exploiting potential

discontent within China's government hierarchy. One

clip features a senior party official concerned about
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purges under President Xi Jinping, while another

portrays a junior government worker frustrated by

wealth inequality and limited opportunities within the

system. Both conclude with the protagonists using

secure methods to contact US intelligence. The videos

have not been widely shared on Chinese social media

or China’s state media. [CNN] [Reuters 1]

This recruitment campaign follows the CIA's 2024

initiative to attract informants from China, Iran, and

North Korea through online instructions on secure

communication methods. A CIA official claimed the

videos are successfully penetrating China's internet

censorship, saying, "If it weren't working, we wouldn't

be making more videos." The agency is reportedly

seeking information beyond counterintelligence,

including data on advanced science, military

technology, and China's foreign policy. China has

previously accused the US of conducting

disinformation campaigns against China and denied

the success of such tactics. [Reuters 1] [SCMP]

CIA Director John Ratcliffe stated that he will expand

the agency's focus on China. He named the CCP as the

US’s most “formidable challenge”, and that it is “intent

on dominating the world economically, militarily, and

technologically”. In April 2025, the US National

Counterintelligence and Security Center raised

concerns that Chinese intelligence was targeting

previous and current US government employees in

order to obtain classified information. China denied

these claims. [Reuters 2] [SCMP]

China report claims COVID-19 origin in US

(na) China's State Council Information Office released a

white paper on April 30 claiming that COVID-19 may

have originated in the United States, directly

countering the Trump administration's assertions of a

Chinese lab leak. The document was issued in

response to a White House website launched on April

18 that attributed the COVID-19 outbreak to a leak in a

Chinese lab. [Reuters 1] [Reuters 2] [State Council

Information Office, China]

The white paper accuses the US of politicizing the

origins of COVID-19 and references a recent Missouri

lawsuit that resulted in a USD 24 billion ruling against

China for allegedly hoarding medical equipment and

covering up the outbreak. China maintains that it

shared information with the World Health Organization

(WHO) and the international community promptly,

emphasizing that a joint WHO-China study had

previously found that a lab leak was "extremely
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unlikely." [Reuters 1] [State Council Information Office,

China]

Chinese health officials stated that "substantial

evidence suggested the COVID-19 might have emerged

in the United States earlier than its officially claimed

timeline, and earlier than the outbreak in China" and

called for the next phase of origin-tracing to focus on

the US. The National Health Commission (NHC) urged

the US to "immediately stop smearing and attacking

China" and to provide "a serious and responsible

explanation to the international community." [Reuters

1] [SCMP]

The dispute follows the US Central Intelligence

Agency's January 2025 assessment that the pandemic

was more likely to have emerged from a Chinese lab

than from nature, though the agency acknowledged it

had "low confidence" in this conclusion. China has

cited research suggesting coronavirus antibodies were

detected in blood samples from other countries,

including Italy and the US, that predated the December

2019 Wuhan outbreak. [Reuters 1] [SCMP]

US Senate confirms China critic David

Perdue as ambassador to China

(na) The US Senate confirmed former Senator David

Perdue as the new US ambassador to China on April

29, with a bipartisan vote of 67-29. Perdue, who served

as a Republican senator from 2015 to 2021, will

assume this key diplomatic role amid escalating trade

tensions between the US and China. [SCMP]

During his confirmation hearing, Perdue described the

US relationship with China as "the most consequential

diplomatic challenge of the 21st century," while also

maintaining his previous stance that China poses a

threat to "the current world order."

Perdue, who succeeds Nicholas Burns, described in an

article last year Chinese President Xi Jinping a

"modern-day emperor,” accusing Beijing of seeking to

"destroy capitalism.” In 2019, the China-based think

tank Grandview Institution labeled him "anti-China"

and warned that his position showed "a growing trend

of maritime containment against China." and

democracy". [BBC] [SCMP]

When asked about Perdue's confirmation, the Chinese

Foreign Ministry didn't address the matter directly,

stating only that "On China-US relations and economic

and trade issues, China's position has always been
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consistent and clear." [Ministry of Foreign Affairs,

China]

Chinese President Xi Jinping to visit Russia

for Victory Day celebrations and strategic

talks

(na) Chinese President Xi Jinping will pay a state visit to

Russia from May 7 to 10 and attend celebrations

marking the 80th anniversary of the Soviet victory in

World War II, China's Foreign Ministry announced on

May 4. The visit comes at the invitation of Russian

President Vladimir Putin, who will hold strategic

communications with Xi on bilateral relations and

major international issues. [Ministry of Foreign Affairs,

China] [Ministry of National Defense, China]

During the visit, Xi and Putin are expected to sign

several bilateral documents and discuss strengthening

their comprehensive strategic partnership. According

to the Chinese Foreign Ministry, the meeting will

"further deepen political mutual trust between the two

countries and add new substance to strategic

coordination." The ministry emphasized both nations'

roles during World War II and that they will both

defend "the outcomes of the victory in the war and the

post-war international order." [Ministry of National

Defense, China] [Reuters]

The visit comes as China seeks support against US

tariffs, while Russia faces Western criticism over the

Ukraine war. Putin has proposed a three-day ceasefire

with Ukraine around the May 9 celebration, which

Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskyy indicated he

would accept only if it lasted 30 days. Zelenskyy has

also stated that Ukraine cannot guarantee the safety of

foreign dignitaries attending the Moscow events. The

diplomatic context is further complicated by

Zelenskyy's recent accusations that China has been

supplying weapons and gunpowder to Russia, claims

which China has denied as "groundless" (see AiR No.

16, April/2025, 4). [Reuters] [SCMP]

In addition to Xi's attendance at the Victory Day

celebrations in Moscow, Putin has been invited to visit

Beijing in September for China's own commemorations

of the end of World War II. The Chinese Foreign

Ministry noted that both countries will strengthen

coordination in the United Nations, Shanghai

Cooperation Organization, and BRICS and "rally the

Global South" while opposing "acts of unilateralism

and bullying." [Ministry of National Defense, China]

[SCMP]
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China Foreign Minister meets with Iranian

security chief ahead of US nuclear talks

(na) Chinese Foreign Minister Wang Yi expressed

support for Iran's nuclear diplomacy during a meeting

with the Secretary of Iran's Supreme National Security

Council, Ali Akbar Ahmadian, in Brazil on April 30. The

meeting took place shortly before the fourth round of

US-Iran nuclear talks scheduled in Rome on May 3,

which were eventually postponed. During their

discussions, Wang affirmed that China "values Iran's

commitment not to develop nuclear weapons" and

"appreciates Iran's diplomatic efforts" regarding its

nuclear program.  [Ministry of Foreign Affairs, China]

[Reuters 1] [Reuters 2]

Ahmadian reaffirmed Iran's position, stating that Iran

doesn’t intend on developing nuclear weapons and is

open to negotiations and consultations with “relevant

parties on the basis of equality and respect." Both

sides expressed willingness to maintain

communication on nuclear matters, with China

supporting Iran's cooperation with the International

Atomic Energy Agency and its right to peacefully use

nuclear energy. [Ministry of Foreign Affairs, China]

The two officials also discussed strengthening bilateral

relations. Wang reiterated China's support for Iranian

sovereignty and its opposition to external interference

in Iran's internal affairs. Ahmadian expressed Iran's

commitment to deepening the comprehensive

strategic partnership with China across various sectors.

[Ministry of Foreign Affairs, China]

Wang’s rhetoric is consistent with his previous

statements during his meeting with Iranian Foreign

Minister Abbas Araqchi in Beijing on April 23. Then,

Wang expressed China's support for Iran's nuclear

negotiations with the US and its opposition to "illegal"

unilateral sanctions. The US and Iran have held three

rounds of indirect talks since March, focusing on

limitations to Iran's nuclear program and the lifting of

sanctions. US President Donald Trump has threatened

military action if Iran does not agree to restrict its

nuclear activities (see AiR No. 17, April/2025, 5).

[Reuters 1]

This meeting occurs as China continues to position

itself as a mediator in the Middle East, having

previously brokered the 2023 Saudi-Iranian

reconciliation and repeatedly called for multilateral

approaches to regional conflicts in contrast to what it

called US unilateral actions (see AiR No. 17, April/2025,

5). [Ministry of Foreign Affairs, China] [Reuters 1]
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Egypt and China conclude joint air force

drill

(dz) The 18-day “Eagles of Civilization 2025” is the first

joint air-force drill between Egypt and China. The

training closed on May 5 after having carried out

exercises such as “air superiority combat, suppressive

air defence, battlefield search and rescue, and mixed

formation drills.”

The exercise involved PLA J-10C fighter jets, KJ-500

early-warning aircraft and YU-20 tankers against

Egyptian MiG-29s in air-superiority and suppressive-

defense scenarios, capped by a low-altitude formation

flight over the Pyramids. Beijing reinforced the

importance of the deployment, its first systematic PLA

Air Force mission to Africa. [Global Times]

For Cairo, the drill is a signal to Washington that

decades of U.S. security patronage is no longer taken

for granted. Israeli and U.S. analysts read the

maneuver as classic hedging: Egypt diversifies

suppliers, courts alternative patrons, yet keeps U.S. aid

and the Camp David framework intact. [Algemeiner]

Chinese Foreign Minister Wang Yi Meets

with South African counterpart Ronald

Lamola

(dz) Foreign Minister Wang Yi met South Africa’s

Minister of International Relations and Cooperation,

Ronald Lamola, on the sidelines of the BRICS foreign

ministers’ gathering, pledging to deepen the countries’

“all-round strategic co-operative partnership” and

stand together as leading voices of the Global South.

Wang Yi thanked Pretoria for its unwavering one-China

stance, promised continued Chinese support for South

Africa’s development plans, and further denounced

Washington’s tariff.

Lamola, called China a “brotherly ally,” and said

Pretoria is ready to widen joint work in trade, new

energy, education, and skills building, and to push for

faster delivery of commitments made at the 2023

FOCAC Beijing Summit. Both ministers vowed to

defend the multilateral trading system, intensify

coordination within the G-20, and, in Wang’s words,

“keep the destiny of our nations firmly in our own

hands.” [Ministry of Foreign Affairs, China]
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India and Japan expand cooperation in

cyber, maritime, and defense industries

(lm) India and Japan on May 6 reaffirmed their Special

Strategic and Global Partnership during a bilateral

defense meeting in New Delhi between India’s Defence

Minister Rajnath Singh and his Japanese counterpart,

General Nakatani. The ministers reviewed the key

security and defense pillars of the partnership and

committed to deepening cooperation across

traditional and emerging domains.

The ministers welcomed the increasing scope of

bilateral defense exercises and agreed to enhance

their frequency and complexity. They also committed

to adding new dimensions to maritime cooperation, a

key pillar of their Indo-Pacific strategy.

India highlighted opportunities for defense industrial

collaboration, especially in tank engines, aero engines,

maintenance and overhaul operations, and emerging

technologies such as artificial intelligence and

automation. The two countries also agreed to expand

cooperation in cyber and space domains.

The meeting concluded with both sides reiterating

their commitment to regional stability and mutual

capacity-building under the framework of their

elevated partnership, which was formalized in 2014.

[News on AIR]

Indian troops fully withdrawn fully

withdrawn from Maldives

(lm) All 75 Indian soldiers previously stationed in the

Maldives have been repatriated, according to Defense

Minister Ghassan Maumoon, who told Parliament on

May 6 that none of the personnel were armed during

their deployment. The soldiers had been based in

three locations—Haa Dhaalu Hanimaadhoo, Laamu

Kaddhoo, and Seenu Gan—with 25 stationed at each

site. Their presence became a focal point of domestic

debate and was a central issue in President Mohamed

Muizzu’s 2023 election campaign.

Minister Ghassan emphasized that no foreign military

personnel will be stationed in the country going

forward, affirming that such presence could

compromise Maldivian sovereignty. He added that the

Indian-operated helicopters and Dornier aircraft are

now flown by civilian crews, in line with a bilateral

agreement between the two nations.
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Under this arrangement, the deployment of Indian

civilians to Kaddhoo and Gan ended in February 2025,

while the assignment in Hanimaadhoo will continue

until February 2026. These terms were initially outlined

by the former foreign minister in May 2024. Despite

campaign rhetoric, Minister Ghassan clarified that

President Muizzu has not nullified the agreement but

continues to engage with India through formal

cooperation. However, no Maldivian pilots from the

Maldives National Defence Force (MNDF) have yet

been trained to operate the Indian-donated aircraft,

contrary to earlier pledges. [the edition]

Second Nepali student death at Indian

university triggers diplomatic response

(lm/rs) The recent death of a second Nepali student at

the Kalinga Institute of Industrial Technology (KIIT) in

Bhubaneswar, India, has intensified calls for

accountability and raised serious concerns over the

safety of Nepali students studying abroad. The student

was found dead in her hostel room on May 1 in what

Indian authorities have registered as an “unnatural

death.” The room was locked from inside, and no

suicide note was immediately found. [The Kathmandu

Post]

This tragedy follows the death of another Nepali

student at the same university in February under

similarly suspicious circumstances. She reportedly died

by suicide after alleged mental abuse by a classmate,

who has since been arrested. Despite the Odisha

government’s earlier promise to investigate Lamsal’s

case, no findings have been made public. [The

Kathmandu Post]

In response to the latest incident, Nepal’s Ministry of

Foreign Affairs and the Nepali Embassy in New Delhi

have launched diplomatic efforts, coordinating with

India’s Ministry of External Affairs, the Odisha state

government, and KIIT to ensure a fair and impartial

investigation. [The Kathmandu Post]

On the Indian side, the Indian University Grants

Commission has also appointed a fact-finding

committee to report within ten days, while the

National Human Rights Commission of India has

requested formal updates from state officials by May

9. [The Kathmandu Post]
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Indian ruling party senior official seeks

counterterrorism support from Nepal

(lm) Vijay Chauthaiwale, head of the foreign affairs

department of India’s ruling Bharatiya Janata Party

(BJP), concluded a three-day visit to Kathmandu

marked by high-level meetings with political leaders

from across Nepal’s major parties.

The visit followed a terrorist attack in Pahalgam,

Indian-administered Kashmir, that killed 26 people,

including one Nepali citizen. India has blamed the

attack on a Pakistan-based militant group.

Chauthaiwale reportedly sought Nepal’s explicit

political support for India’s broader counterterrorism

campaign as New Delhi intensifies diplomatic outreach

in its aftermath.

During his visit, Chauthaiwale met with Prime Minister

KP Sharma Oli, former prime ministers Pushpa Kamal

Dahal and Madhav Kumar Nepal, as well as senior

leaders of the Nepali Congress, including President

Sher Bahadur Deuba and Foreign Minister Arzu Rana

Deuba. He also held talks with Home Minister Ramesh

Lekhak and senior members of the main opposition

Communist Party of Nepal (Maoist Centre). [The

Kathmandu Post 1] [The Kathmandu Post 2]

India extends power supply hours to help

Nepal meet dry season demand

(lm) India has extended electricity export hours to

Nepal, allowing the Nepal Electricity Authority (NEA) to

import up to 600 megawatts for 15 hours daily, up

from the previous 12-hour arrangement. Under an

earlier bilateral agreement, India had already allowed

Nepal to import power for 20 hours daily until mid-

March, before reducing the quota to 12 hours per day.

[The Kathmandu Post]

The move comes amid continued shortfalls during

peak hours, as Nepal’s hydropower output declines

sharply in the dry season due to lower river flows.

Nepal, which relies primarily on run-of-the-river

projects and has only one reservoir-based plant,

increasingly depends on Indian imports during winter

and spring months.

Indonesia’s anti-corruption agency

investigates power plant bribery case

with South Korean prosecutors
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(dql) Indonesia’s Corruption Eradication Commission

(KPK) is cooperating with South Korean prosecutors to

investigate a bribery case linked to the development of

the Cirebon-2 coal-fired power plant in West Java. As

part of the probe, KPK questioned several South

Korean nationals in Seoul in February 2025, under the

Mutual Legal Assistance (MLA) framework. Cirebon is a

port city located on the northern coast of West Java.

The case involves allegations that Herry Jung, General

Manager of Hyundai Engineering and Construction,

and Sutikno, President Director of Kings Property

Indonesia, paid substantial bribes to then-Cirebon

Regent Sunjaya Purwadi Sastra to obtain project

permits. Jung allegedly paid IDR 6.04 billion (about USD

375,000), as part of a IDR 10 billion (USD 610,000)

promise, for permits related to Cirebon Energi

Prasarana (CEPR), while Sutikno allegedly paid IDR 4

billion (USD 244,000) for Kings Property Indonesia's

permits.

Both have been named suspects for violating

Indonesia’s Anti-Corruption Law. KPK has also

summoned several former CEPR executives and a

former Cirebon official for questioning. [Jakarta Globe]

Indonesia, Thailand enhance bilateral ties

to strategic partnership

(mo) On May 2, during the 10th Joint Commission for

Bilateral Cooperation (JCM) in Bangkok, Indonesian

Foreign Minister Sugiono and Thai Foreign Minister

Maris Sangiampongsa agreed to upgrade bilateral

relations to a strategic partnership. [Ministry of Foreign

Affairs, Indonesia]

Coinciding with the 75th anniversary of diplomatic

relations between the two countries, this meeting

opens a new chapter in Indonesia–Thailand relations,

as both parties agreed to establish a joint working

team to draft a strategic partnership roadmap with

priority sectors for future collaboration.

Economic collaboration emerged as one of the most

notable bilateral agreements, as the two countries

committed to expanding market access for Indonesian

agricultural, fisheries, and MSME products. Sugiono

welcomed Thai investors' interest in Indonesia’s

strategic sectors and proposed new cooperation in

green energy. In addition, he expressed Indonesia’s

appreciation for Thailand's role in the repatriation of

Indonesian trafficking victims. Both parties further

reaffirmed their commitment to protecting citizens and
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combating transnational crimes, including human

trafficking.

Meanwhile, both foreign ministers exchanged views on

contemporary regional and global developments,

sharing their commitments in strengthening ASEAN’s

role in fostering regional peace and stability, especially

in dealing with situations in Myanmar and Palestine.

[Antara] [Bangkok Post]

Indonesia, Pakistan eye deeper economic

collaboration through Preferential Trade

Agreement upgrade

(mo) On April 29, during the ceremony marking 75

years of diplomatic ties and Pakistan’s 85th National

Day in Jakarta, Indonesian trade minister Budi Santoso

announced that bilateral trade between Indonesia and

Pakistan had grown 7.92 percent over the past five

years, reaching USD 4 billion in 2024, reaffirming their

commitment to strengthening bilateral economic

relations. 

This growth in trade volume was a direct result from

the Preferential Trade Agreement (PTA) signed in 2012,

which has facilitated significant increase in key trade

sectors including palm oil, textiles, machinery,

pharmaceuticals, and halal products.

During the ceremony, Santoso further announced that

both countries are now negotiating an upgrade of the

PTA into a broader and more comprehensive Trade in

Goods Agreement. He also expressed that Pakistan’s

growing importance as one of Indonesia’s major trade

partners in South Asia, while emphasizing bilateral

collaboration in multiple sectors, including agriculture,

Islamic finance, digital innovation, and sustainable

trade. He also stressed the importance of this

partnership in achieving Indonesia’s Asta Cita national

development priorities under President Prabowo

Subianto.

Both parties shared their optimism, assuming stronger

bilateral and multilateral cooperation between the two

nations would contribute to economic resilience and

shared prosperity across the Muslim world. [Antara]

[Xinhua]

Indonesia, Norway sign agreement to

advance climate and environmental

cooperation

https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-shrhye-l-dhh/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-shrhye-l-dhk/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-shrhye-l-dhu/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-shrhye-l-dkl/


(mo) On May 4, during Indonesian Environment

Minister Hanif Faisol Nurofiq’s visit to Oslo, Indonesia

and Norway formalized a Letter of Intent (LoI) to

deepen bilateral cooperation on environmental

diplomacy, climate action, and sustainable

development, while commemorating 75 years of

Indonesia–Norway diplomatic relations.

This Lol delineates both countries' joint commitments

to carbon trading, biodiversity conservation, peatland

and mangrove protection, waste management, and the

circular economy. Nurofiq emphasized the importance

of strengthening carbon market mechanisms to meet

Indonesia’s Nationally Determined Contribution (NDC)

targets. This bilateral Lol is built on a USD 216 million

commitment from Norway, which focuses on

supporting Indonesia’s emission reduction efforts in

the forestry and land use (FOLU) sector.

Meanwhile, during his visit to Norway, Nurofiq also

met with Norway’s State Secretary Andreas Motzfeld

Kravik and made a site visit to TOMRA, a leading

corporation in recycling technology. [Antara] [The

Europe Today]

Japan, China trade accusations of airspace

intrusion

(dql) China and Japan traded accusations on May 3

over airspace violations above disputed islets.

Japan has accused China of violating its airspace citing

an intrusion of a helicopter from a China Coast Guard

ship near the disputed Senkaku Islands – called Diaoyu

Islands in China – in the East China Sea on May 3,

marking the fourth such intrusion by Beijing. [Ministry

of Defense, Japan, in Japanese]

The helicopter launched from one of four Chinese

coast guard vessels that entered Japan's territorial

waters around noon and flew over the area for about

15 minutes. In response, Japan's Air Self-Defense Force

scrambled two fighter jets. The ministry is also

investigating a possible link to a Japanese civilian

aircraft flying nearby at the time.

Japan has recorded previous airspace violations near

the Senkakus by Chinese aircraft in 2012 and 2017,

and by a Chinese spy plane in a separate 2023 incident

over Nagasaki Prefecture.

By 1 p.m., the four Chinese vessels had moved into the

contiguous zone just outside Japanese waters. This was

the first such intrusion since April 7 and the 11th this
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year. All four ships were armed with autocannons,

prompting Japanese patrol vessels to issue warnings.

Chinese vessels have been confirmed operating near

the Senkaku Islands for 166 consecutive days,

including within the contiguous zone. [Kyodo News]

The foreign ministry lodged a diplomatic protest with

China, urging measures to prevent further incidents.

[Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Japan]

China, on the other side, claimed that a Japanese

civilian aircraft illegally entered the airspace over the

Diaoyu Islands in the morning the same day. In

response, the China Coast Guard (CCG) dispatched a

helicopter to issue a warning and expel the aircraft.

Chinese Ambassador to Japan Wu Jianghao lodged a

formal protest with Japan’s Vice-Minister for Foreign

Affairs, Takehiro Funakoshi, condemning the incident

as a serious violation of China's sovereignty. [Global

Times] [Anadolu Agency]

Japan pushes for comprehensive review of

US tariffs

(ad) The U.S. under President Donald Trump has

imposed a new 25 percent tariff on key auto parts like

engines, adding to existing duties on imported vehicles

and dealing another significant blow to Japan's vital car

industry. These tariffs, effective from April 3 and

applied globally, target both passenger vehicles and

light trucks. Japan, a major U.S. trade partner, is

particularly affected, with vehicles and auto parts

comprising about one-third of its exports to the U.S.,

valued at around 6 trillion yen (USD 41 billion) last

year.

To soften the impact on manufacturers, the Trump

administration has introduced measures allowing

carmakers to offset part of the tariffs for vehicles

assembled in the U.S.—up to 3.75 percent of a car’s

value in the first year and 2.5 percent in the second.

However, industry leaders argue that restructuring

supply chains to source all necessary parts

domestically will take time due to their complexity.

[Kyodo News 1]

Japan has made it clear that it will not agree to a trade

deal with the United States unless all of the Trump

administration’s tariffs are reviewed, according to top

negotiator Ryosei Akazawa. Following a second

inconclusive round of ministerial talks in Washington

last week, Akazawa emphasized that Japan is pushing

for the removal of all recently imposed U.S. duties—
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including the 25 percent tariffs on autos, steel,

aluminum, and auto parts—arguing they significantly

impact Japan’s key export sectors.

Prime Minister Shigeru Ishiba echoed this stance,

expressing strong disappointment over the latest auto

parts tariffs and reaffirming that Japan is seeking a

comprehensive review of all U.S. trade measures, as

the two nations have yet to find common ground.

[Kyodo News 2] [Nippon.com]

Japanese Finance Minister Katsunobu Kato,

meanwhile, suggested that Japan’s large holdings of

U.S. Treasurys—valued at USD 1.13 trillion—could

potentially be used as leverage in ongoing trade

negotiations with the Trump administration over

tariffs. Speaking on a national news program, Kato

acknowledged that these assets could serve as a

bargaining chip, though any decision to use them

would be separate and deliberate.

While he did not indicate plans to sell U.S. government

bonds, his comments marked a shift from previous

denials by Japanese officials. Kato also hinted that

offering stability in Japan’s Treasury holdings could be

part of a broader strategy to secure more favorable

terms from Washington, as the Trump administration

continues to enforce sweeping tariffs that have

affected Japan’s key exports. [AP]

Families of Japanese North Korea

abductees seek US backing, call for

Trump's support

(ad) Relatives of Japanese citizens abducted by North

Korea in the 1970s and 1980s visited Washington to

appeal for renewed U.S. support in securing their loved

ones' return. Led by Takuya Yokota, whose sister

Megumi was abducted at age 13 in 1977, the group

urged the Trump administration to reengage with the

issue, emphasizing the urgency due to the families'

aging members.

They met with senior U.S. officials including Deputy

Secretary of State Christopher Landau, former North

Korea negotiator Alex Wong, and Senator Bill Hagerty,

and praised former President Trump for raising the

abduction issue at the 2017 U.N. General Assembly.

Landau reaffirmed U.S. support for Japan in seeking a

swift resolution to the abduction issue and expressed

condolences over the passing of Arimoto Akihiro, who

died before reuniting with his daughter Keiko. He also

thanked the abductees’ families for their continued
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advocacy and for sharing their experiences. [NHK

World] [U.S. Department of State]

A bipartisan group of lawmakers also recently sent a

letter to Trump, urging him to prioritize the abductees'

return in talks with North Korea. The delegation was

accompanied by Japanese lawmakers, including former

public safety chief Keiji Furuya. Of the 17 officially

recognized abductees, only five have been repatriated.

[Kyodo News]

US Marine indicted for rape and assault at

Japan base, fueling tensions over US

military presence in Okinawa

(ad) U.S. Marine Pfc. Austin R. Wedington has been

indicted by Japanese prosecutors for allegedly raping a

Japanese woman and injuring another who attempted

to intervene in a restroom at Camp Foster in Okinawa.

The incident, which occurred in March, marks the third

reported sexual assault case involving U.S. military

personnel in Okinawa since June 2024, fueling renewed

tensions over the heavy American troop presence on

the island.

Wedington, previously held in U.S. military custody

under the bilateral Status of Forces Agreement, was

transferred to Japanese authorities following the

indictment. Prosecutors accuse him of forcibly

assaulting a civilian employee and physically attacking

her rescuer.

The case adds to a string of recent offenses involving

U.S. troops, prompting joint patrols with Japanese

police and tighter liberty restrictions for American

personnel. A formal forum for cooperation between

Okinawan leaders and the U.S. military is scheduled for

May 9. [Anadolu Agency] [Star and Stripes]

Laos suspends import of Thai meat

(dql) Laos has halted imports of beef, pork, horse, and

lamb from Thailand to prevent the spread of anthrax,

following the death of a 53-year-old man in Mukdahan

Province in northeastern Thailand, which shares an

international border with Savannakhet Province in

Laos.

It is Thailand’s first fatal case since 1994, prompting

Thai authorities to declare Don Tan district a disease

control zone and monitor 638 possible contacts. In

response, Laos’ Ministry of Agriculture and Forestry
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issued a meat import ban on May 2 and ordered

antibacterial disinfection of all vehicles entering from

Thailand.

The decision follows an earlier outbreak in March 2024

in Laos’ Champasak Province, where three people were

infected, including one severe case requiring intensive

care. [The Laotian Times]

Laos, Belarus seek to deepen bilateral

cooperation

(dql) During a working visit to Vientiane on May 5,

Belarusian Ambassador to Vietnam and Laos, Vladimir

Borovikov, met with Lao Deputy Foreign Minister

Maythong Thammavongsa to discuss strengthening

bilateral cooperation.

The talks focused on expanding ties in politics, trade,

the economy, science, technology, and humanitarian

affairs, as well as reviewing progress on existing

agreements. Both sides reaffirmed their commitment

to promoting people-to-people diplomacy to enhance

interstate relations.

Borovikov also met with Lao Minister of Home Affairs

Vilayvong Bouddakham, Finance Minister Santiphab

Phomvihane, and Deputy Minister of Energy and Mines

Chansaveng Boungnong to address a broad range of

bilateral issues. [Belta]

Malaysia, Indonesia strengthen cross-

border anti-corruption cooperation

(ga) The Malaysian Anti-Corruption Commission

(MACC) and Indonesia’s Corruption Eradication

Commission (KPK) held a bilateral meeting from April

22 to 24 at the Anti-Corruption Learning Centre (ACLC)

in Jakarta to strengthen cross-border cooperation in

anti-corruption efforts.

Led by MACC Deputy Chief Commissioner (Operations)

Ahmad Khusairi Yahaya and KPK Deputy Chair Agus

Joko Pramono, both parties discussed operational

collaboration involving data sharing, information

exchange, and best practices. The meeting also

included a training session titled "Enhancing Financial

Analysis" and reaffirmed the importance of continuous

cooperation to address increasingly complex

corruption and money laundering cases.
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The visit is part of a longstanding partnership that

began with a Memorandum of Understanding in 2013,

renewed in 2018, and expected to be extended later

this year at the ASEAN-PAC Principals Meeting in

Malaysia. Both agencies agreed to continue technical

training, data exchange, and support in investigations

to enhance institutional integrity and regional synergy.

[Corruption Eradication Commission Indonesia]

[Malaysian Anti-Corruption Commission]

Malaysia and Brunei expand strategic

anti-corruption collaboration

(ga) The Malaysian Anti-Corruption Commission

(MACC) and Brunei Anti-Corruption Bureau (BMR) have

agreed to enhance bilateral cooperation in anti-

corruption efforts following a courtesy visit by BMR

director Anifa Rafiza Abd Ghani to MACC headquarters

on April 28.

Discussions included plans for joint intelligence

training at the Malaysian Anti-Corruption Academy

(MACA) and the participation of BMR officers in

Universiti Kebangsaan Malaysia’s Master of Social

Science (Corruption Studies) program, conducted in

collaboration with MACC.

MACC Chief Commissioner Azam Baki reaffirmed the

agency’s support for knowledge sharing and advisory

collaboration. [Bernama]

Thai-Malaysian drug trafficking network

busted in joint operation

(tl) Thailand’s Office of the Narcotics Control Board

(ONCB) has dismantled a major drug trafficking

network operating between southern Thailand and

Malaysia, following the arrest of two Thai nationals and

the seizure of 261 kg of crystal methamphetamine (ice)

in Songkhla.

The operation, carried out on April 24, was part of a

month-long investigation supported by Malaysian

authorities. The network used Songkhla Province as a

temporary storage site before smuggling drugs to

southern Thailand, Malaysia, and beyond. Authorities

suspect the drugs originated from the Golden Triangle.

The suspects admitted to previous trafficking activities

and were paid 120,000 baht per delivery. The

investigation is ongoing, with efforts now focusing on

seizing assets and identifying other key figures in the
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network. Thailand reaffirmed its cooperation with

Malaysian police in cracking down on regional drug

trafficking. [Malay Mail]

Sabah launches fuel pilot project to

support Brunei-Malaysia route

(tl) A six-month pilot project has been launched at the

Petronas Kimanis station in Sabah to evaluate demand

for RON97 petrol, especially for Brunei-registered

vehicles traveling between Bandar Seri Begawan and

Kota Kinabalu.

The initiative responds to complaints from Bruneian

visitors about limited access to RON97, the only fuel

type they are allowed to use under Malaysian policy.

Currently, only 37 out of 260 stations in Sabah offer

RON97 due to low demand and financial risk.

The project uses a Mini Container System (PCS) with

5,000-litre capacity to minimize losses while

monitoring supply, demand, and logistics. With over

156,000 Brunei vehicles entering Malaysia in recent

years, authorities aim to improve fuel access along the

Pan Borneo Highway and may expand RON97

availability if the pilot proves successful. [Malay Mail]

Malaysia, Japan to boost cooperation in

green energy and technology

(ga) Malaysia and Japan are set to explore joint

initiatives in green energy and technology as part of

their shared commitment to a sustainable future.

Malaysian Deputy Prime Minister Fadillah Yusof, who is

also Minister of Energy Transition and Water

Transformation, discussed the matter with former

Japanese Prime Minister Fumio Kishida, currently

serving as a special envoy.

The discussions support Malaysia’s National Energy

Transition Roadmap (NETR), which targets investments

between MYR 435 billion (USD 91.58 billion) and MYR

1.85 trillion (USD 389.47 billion) by 2050. Both sides

also addressed the Asia Zero Emission Community

(AZEC) initiative, which aims to enhance regional and

global cooperation on carbon neutrality and energy

transition. AZEC members include Malaysia, Japan, and

eight other Asia-Pacific nations. [Bernama]
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Malaysia and Kosovo strengthen bilateral

ties

(tl) Kosovo President Vjosa Osmani Sadriu paid a four-

day official visit to Malaysia starting May 1, marking a

new chapter in bilateral ties with the opening of

Kosovo’s embassy in Kuala Lumpur and deeper

cooperation in trade, education, tourism, and security.

Prime Minister Anwar Ibrahim hosted an official

luncheon and held bilateral discussions focusing on

economic collaboration and Malaysia’s ASEAN

Chairmanship in 2025. [Ministry of Foreign Affairs,

Malaysia]

Malaysia has granted visa-free entry for Kosovo

citizens for up to 30 days, reciprocating Kosovo’s

previous move allowing Malaysians to visit visa-free for

90 days. The announcement was warmly welcomed by

Kosovars, and President Osmani expressed hopes for

direct flights to boost people-to-people exchanges and

tourism.

In 2024, the total bilateral trade reached USD 6 million

(MYR 28.55 million), with Malaysian exports primarily

consisting of palm oil and electronics and with Kosovo

imports raw materials and semiconductor stones. Both

sides also agreed to explore collaboration in

cybersecurity, counterterrorism, disaster response,

and halal product certification.

President Osmani also awarded Anwar the Order of

Independence, Kosovo’s highest civilian honour, as

recognition of Malaysia’s early and steadfast support

for Kosovo’s independence and post-war recovery

efforts since 1999. [Malay Mail 1] [Malay Mail 2] [Malay

Mail 3]

Malaysia, Bahrain discuss strategic

economic partnership

(ga) Malaysia and Bahrain have agreed to explore

strategic collaboration in entrepreneurship and the

development of micro, small and medium enterprises

(MSMEs).

The initiative was discussed during a meeting in Kuala

Lumpur between Malaysia’s Entrepreneur

Development and Cooperatives Minister Ewon

Benedick and Bahrain’s Minister of Sustainable

Development Noor Ali Alkhulaif, along with Minister of

Industry and Commerce Abdulla Adel Fakhro.
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The discussion focused on potential joint initiatives

targeting high-impact and high-growth sectors, as well

as advancing Environmental, Social and Governance

(ESG) practices among entrepreneurs. [Bernama]

Mongolia, South Korea sign agreement on

gas safety

(fs) The Mineral Resources and Petroleum Authority of

Mongolia, the country’s government agency

responsible for regulating and overseeing the mining

and petroleum sectors, and the South Korean

government-affiliated Korea Gas Safety Corporation

signed a Memorandum of Understanding on April 29

to strengthen collaboration on flammable gas safety.

The agreement outlines joint efforts in legal framework

development, technical training, and research to

support the implementation of a comprehensive

monitoring system covering the import, storage,

transportation, and use of flammable gases.

[Montsame]

Mongolia, Thailand strengthen

cooperation in aviation training

(fs) The Civil Aviation Authority of Mongolia and

Thailand’s Civil Aviation Training Center signed a

Memorandum of Understanding in Bangkok to

enhance collaboration in aviation personnel training.

The agreement supports training initiatives related to

Mongolia’s key air navigation projects, including the

New Ulaanbaatar and Second Sainshand Regional Air

Traffic Control Centers, Remote Air Traffic Control

Center, and Free Airspace-FRA.

It establishes frameworks for training pilots, air traffic

controllers, and aviation security specialists, as well as

short, medium, and long-term capacity-building

programs for current personnel.

The parties also agreed to enroll 15 Mongolian

students in a bachelor’s program in civil aviation and to

jointly conduct basic and refresher courses for air

traffic controllers. [Montsame]

Mongolia, Kazakhstan discuss

strengthening strategic partnership and
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trade ties

Kazakhstan’s Deputy Prime Minister and Foreign

Minister Murat Nurtleu held a phone conversation with

Mongolian Foreign Minister Batmunkh Battsetseg to

discuss deepening bilateral relations on May 6.

The discussion focused on expanding trade,

investment, and transport-logistics cooperation, and

emphasized the need to implement high-level

agreements and strengthen the strategic partnership,

with both parties agreeing to maintain close diplomatic

ties.

In 2024, trade turnover between the two countries

reached USD 150 million, marking a 20 percent

increase from the previous year. [Trend News Agency]

Mongolia, Iran hold second consultative

meeting to enhance bilateral ties and

cultural cooperation

(fs) The second Consultative Meeting between the

Ministries of Foreign Affairs of Mongolia and Iran took

place on May 5 in Tehran, capital city of Iran.

During the visit, Mongolian State Secretary

Munkhtushig Lkhanaajav met with Iran’s Deputy

Foreign Minister for Economic Diplomacy Sayed Rasool

Mohajer and officials from the National Museum of

Iran.

Officials discussed expanding bilateral cooperation,

particularly in increasing trade volumes, with a focus

on halal-prepared meat exports from Mongolia to Iran.

The two sides also expressed commitment to further

cooperation in preserving shared heritage.

[Montsame]

Mongolia, Spain to deepen bilateral

collaboration

(fs) Mongolian Minister of Foreign Affairs Battsetseg

Batmunkh met with Spanish Minister of Foreign Affairs,

European Union and Cooperation José Manuel Albares

in Madrid on April 29 as part of her official visit to

Spain.

Discussions covered expanding collaboration in trade,

agriculture, light industry, tourism, culture, and

education. Both sides committed to creating a
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favorable legal environment by finalizing agreements

on air services, mutual recognition of driving licenses,

and visa exemptions for diplomatic and official

passport holders.

Additionally, both countries signed a Memorandum of

Understanding to cooperate in diplomatic education

and language training, while reaffirming collaboration

within the United Nations and other international

organizations. [Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Mongolia 1]

In a separate meeting, Batmunkh met with Secretary-

General of the UN World Tourism Organization

(UNWTO) Zurab Pololikashvili.

Both sides agreed to arrange a visit by the UNWTO

Secretary-General to Mongolia and to hold preliminary

meetings with Mongolia’s Minister of Culture, Sports,

Tourism, and Youth to explore further cooperation.

The UNWTO committed to providing technical

guidance on investment and infrastructure

development in Mongolia’s tourism sector.

Additionally, Mongolia will co-host the UNWTO

Executive Training Program for Asia-Pacific in May in

Ulaanbaatar, which will bring together representatives

from over 20 countries to discuss sustainable tourism,

cultural promotion, and strategic development in the

industry. [Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Mongolia 2]

Mongolia, Iceland to expand cooperation

(fs) Mongolia’s Minister of Foreign Affairs Battsetseg

Batmunkh held official talks with her Icelandic

counterpart Þorgerður Katrín Gunnarsdóttir on May 2.

They agreed to deepen cooperation in renewable

energy, green technology, animal husbandry, light

industry, education, and tourism.

A memorandum of understanding was signed to

strengthen bilateral ties and enhance collaboration on

global peace and sustainable development.

Both ministers also emphasized the importance of

maintaining high-level exchanges and confirmed plans

for a reciprocal visit by the Icelandic Foreign Minister to

Mongolia in the future. [Ministry of Foreign Affairs of

Mongolia]

China increases pressure on TNLA to stop

fighting against Myanmar military
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(anl) On May 4, the Palaung State Liberation Front

(PSLF) announced at a press conference that its armed

wing, the Ta’ang National Liberation Army (TNLA), is

under increasing pressure from the Chinese

government to cease hostilities against the Myanmar

military junta.

Colonel Tar Pan La, Joint General Secretary-2 of the

PSLF/TNLA, reported that the group had received both

verbal and written warnings, including letters from

China’s Ruili City Administration urging them to stop

fighting. He emphasized that the pressure extends

beyond verbal threats, involving ongoing and

multifaceted efforts by China.

According to Colonel Tar Pan La, China has long

opposed any armed conflict along the Myanmar-China

border and prohibits military operations near its oil

and gas pipelines, as well as around Chinese-owned

investments and factories. He noted that China has

been consistently urging the TNLA to avoid clashes for

over a decade, both in person and through official

messages.

The TNLA is part of the Brotherhood Alliance, along

with the Arakan Army (AA) based in Rakhine State and

the Myanmar National Democratic Alliance Army

(MNDAA), an ethnic Kokang armed group from

northern Shan State. [Irrawaddy]

U.S. sanctions sons of Karen militia leader

over role in scam networks and human

trafficking

(dql) The U.S. Treasury Department has sanctioned the

Myanmar-based Karen National Army (KNA), its leader

Saw Chit Thu, and his sons Saw Htoo Eh Moo and Saw

Chit Chit for facilitating large-scale cyber scams from

territory they control near the Thai-Myanmar border.

[Department of the Treasury, USA]

Formerly known as the Karen Border Guard and now

designated a "significant transnational criminal

organization," the KNA is barred from owning U.S.

property or conducting transactions with U.S. persons.

According to the Treasury, scams originating from

Myanmar and other Southeast Asian countries caused

U.S. financial losses exceeding USD 2 billion in 2022

and USD 3.5 billion in 2023.

Headquartered in Shwe Kokko, Myawaddy township,

the KNA emerged from a 1990s split with the anti-

military Karen National Union and became a military-

aligned Border Guard Force in 2009. Shwe Kokko has
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since become a hub for criminal activity tied to a

controversial development project involving She

Zhijiang, a Chinese-born Cambodian national with

regional gaming ventures, arrested in Thailand in 2022.

The Treasury alleges the KNA has exploited its military

ties to build a cross-border criminal network. Despite

rebranding in March 2024, the group reportedly

maintained cooperation with Myanmar's military as

recently as September 2024.

The KNA is accused of profiting from cyber scams on

an "industrial scale" by leasing land to criminal

syndicates, providing security, and supporting human

trafficking, smuggling, and energy services for scam

operations. Victims, often trafficked and held in prison-

like conditions, are forced to conduct online scams

under threat of violence.

Saw Chit Thu is described as a central figure in these

operations, with his sons holding key positions within

the KNA's criminal network. [Radio Free Asia]

Nepal and Azerbaijan hold first-ever

political consultation

(lm) Nepal and Azerbaijan held their first bilateral

political consultation in Kathmandu on May 1, marking

a new phase in diplomatic engagement between the

two countries. Both sides agreed to explore

mechanisms for regular foreign ministry-level

consultations and discussed collaboration in regional

and international forums. [The Kathmandu Post]

UK forms King's Gurkha Artillery,

expanding Nepalese Gurkhas’ role into

artillery operations

(rs) For the first time, Nepalese Gurkha soldiers—

renowned for their elite service in the British Army—

will assume artillery roles with the creation of the

King’s Gurkha Artillery (KGA), a newly announced

regiment in the Brigade of Gurkhas. The decision was

made public in the UK Parliament on April 29 and

marks the first addition to the Brigade in 14 years.

Gurkhas are soldiers recruited exclusively from Nepal

and have served in the British Army for over 200 years,

earning a reputation for discipline, bravery, and loyalty.

Today, around 4,000 Gurkhas serve in various British

Army units.
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The KGA will be formed over four years and eventually

include 400 personnel. It will operate under the Royal

Regiment of Artillery and enhance the UK’s close

support artillery capabilities as part of the

government’s broader Plan for Change defense reform

initiative. Initial transfers of Gurkha personnel begin

this spring, with new recruits commencing artillery

training in November 2025. [The Himalayan Times]

South Korea intelligence report confirms

600 North Korean casualties in Ukraine

war

(kp) South Korea’s National Intelligence Service (NIS)

confirmed on April 30 that at least 600 North Korean

soldiers have died while fighting for Russia in the

ongoing war against Ukraine, with an additional 4,100

wounded. The figures were shared during a closed-

door parliamentary briefing, marking the most detailed

assessment to date of North Korea’s direct

involvement in the conflict.

According to lawmakers briefed by the agency, North

Korea has deployed approximately 15,000 troops to

Russia in two phases. Fighting has reportedly tapered

off since April, particularly following Moscow's retaking

of key areas along the front line. The NIS noted that

many of the casualties were cremated in Russia before

their remains were repatriated to North Korea. Around

2,000 wounded soldiers have returned via air and rail

since January and are believed to be under isolation in

various locations, including Pyongyang.

In return for its support, North Korea is believed to

have received military equipment such as

reconnaissance satellites, drones, electronic warfare

systems, and SA-22 surface-to-air missiles from Russia.

Discussions are also reportedly underway for broader

cooperation in industrial modernization across 14

sectors, including energy, aviation, and tourism.

Around 15,000 North Korean laborers have been sent

to Russia as part of these efforts.

Lawmakers added that Kim Jong-un is unlikely to

attend Russia’s Victory Day celebrations on May 9, with

Choe Ryong-hae, chair of the North’s parliamentary

standing committee, expected to represent

Pyongyang. The NIS described the current phase of the

North Korea-Russia relationship as a "turning point,"

solidified by Pyongyang's public acknowledgment of

troop deployment. The NIS also warned of North

Korea's ongoing nuclear ambitions, confirming that the

Yongbyon facility continues to produce weapons-grade
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plutonium. The agency believes another nuclear test

could occur at Kim’s discretion.

Meanwhile, Pyongyang has reportedly maintained a

neutral tone toward the Trump administration in its

official messaging, signaling potential interest in future

U.S. engagement. [Yonhap News Agency] [The Korea

Herald]

North Korea, Russia begin construction of

road bridge across Tumen River

(kp) North Korea and Russia officially launched the

construction of a new road bridge across the Tumen

River on April 30, marking a significant step in

strengthening bilateral ties. The ceremony, held

virtually, featured Russian Prime Minister Mikhail

Mishustin and North Korean Premier Pak Thae-song.

[KCNA] [The New York Times]

Currently, the only direct land connection between the

two countries is a railway bridge linking Tumen River

Station in North Korea with Khasan Station in Russia,

which has been in operation since 1959. The new

bridge will be the first road link of its kind. “This is a big

milestone for Russian-Korean relations,” Mishustin said

during the event, according to Russian state-run news

agency Tass. He added that the project "symbolizes

our common intention to strengthen friendly

neighborly relations, to boost transregional

cooperation." [Tass]

The 850-meter bridge is expected to be completed by

the end of 2026, in line with a comprehensive strategic

partnership agreement signed by the leaders of both

nations in June 2024.

South Korea’s unification ministry has suggested signs

of ceremonial preparations, citing satellite imagery

which depicts new infrastructure and a heliport on

Russia’s side with potential firework installations on

the North Korean side. [Yonhap News Agency]

Italy monitors North Korea sanctions

evasion from waters around Japan

(dql) According to the Japanese foreign ministry, Italy

dispatched in April a frigate to waters surrounding

Japan to monitor and surveil surveillance activities

against illicit maritime activities, including ship-to-ship

transfers with North Korean-flagged vessels prohibited

by the United Nations Security Council resolutions.
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This marked the second time an Italian vessel has

engaged in these activities. [Ministry of Foreign Affairs,

Japan]

Pakistan and Bangladesh pledge to

strengthen ties as India relations sour

(lm) Pakistan and Bangladesh have agreed to intensify

bilateral cooperation and maintain high-level dialogue,

following a call between Pakistan’s Foreign Minister

Ishaq Dar and Bangladesh’s Foreign Affairs Adviser

Touhid Hossain.

This marks another step in restoring ties between the

two countries, which have gradually improved since

the ousting of Sheikh Hasina’s government in August

2024 and the rise of the interim administration under

Muhammad Yunus. With Dhaka’s relations with India

strained—especially following Hasina’s flight to India

and Delhi’s failed extradition attempts—Pakistan has

reopened direct private trade, including a November

2024 container shipment from Karachi to Chittagong,

the first in decades.

In their discussion, Dar also raised regional tensions

with India following the April 22 attack in Indian-

administered Kashmir, which killed 26 Hindu tourists.

Pakistan rejected Indian allegations of involvement and

called for evidence. [Arab News]

In parallel, diplomatic tensions between India and

Bangladesh surged following controversial remarks

from Major General (Retd.) ALM Fazlur Rahman, a close

aide to Chief Advisor Yunus. In a Facebook post on

April 29, Rahman suggested that Bangladesh should

seize India’s northeastern states in the event of a

conflict between India and Pakistan, and proposed

initiating military discussions with China.

The episode comes on the heels of Yunus’s own

provocative remarks in March during a visit to China,

where he claimed that Bangladesh is the “only

guardian” of the Indian Ocean for India’s northeastern

states. He invited Beijing to use Bangladeshi ports for

global trade—a statement that was met with strong

criticism in India. [The Hindu]

India–Pakistan standoff escalates

militarily as rhetoric heighten risks

(sn/lm) Tensions between nuclear-armed neighbors

India and Pakistan have intensified along multiple
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fronts since the April 22 attack in Indian-administered

Kashmir, which killed 26 Hindu tourists. As both

governments harden their military posture and

commanders sharpen rhetoric, analysts warn that the

risks of escalation now exceed those seen in the 2019

standoff, due to enhanced weapons systems and

higher political risk tolerance on both sides.

India has blamed Pakistan for supporting the

attackers, a claim Islamabad denies, calling instead for

an international investigation. Since then, both sides

have exchanged fire along the Line of Control (LoC),

tested missiles, and maneuvered advanced fighter jets

amid threats of retaliation and hints of possible

military strikes. [Arab News 1]

Pakistan’s military has conducted two surface-to-

surface missile launches in early May, including the

Abdali Weapon System (450 km range) and the FATAH

Series (120 km range). The army stated the launches

were intended to confirm operational readiness and

validate technical features such as advanced

navigation and maneuverability systems. [Arab News]

[France24]

More significantly, Pakistan has explicitly introduced

nuclear deterrence into the current crisis. On May 5,

Pakistan’s ambassador to Russia warned that

Islamabad would respond with the “full spectrum of

force, both conventional and nuclear” if India attacked

or disrupted Pakistan’s vital water flows. He framed

India’s suspension of the 1960 Indus Waters Treaty as

a potential “act of war.” While India has granted its

military “full operational freedom” to respond to the

attack, it has refrained from invoking nuclear

capabilities, publicly adhering to its long-standing ‘No

First Use’ policy. [Deccan Herald]

The specter of escalation is compounded by significant

military modernization on both sides since 2019. India

has inducted 36 French Rafale fighter jets equipped

with Meteor long-range air-to-air missiles and

deployed Russia’s S-400 air defense system. Pakistan,

in turn, has acquired at least 20 Chinese J-10 fighter

jets armed with PL-15 missiles and deployed HQ-9 air

defenses. Both countries have also expanded drone

capabilities: India has procured Heron Mark 2 drones

from Israel and ordered U.S. Predator drones, while

Pakistan has acquired Turkish Bayraktar TB2 and

Akinci drones. [Reuters]

Pakistan’s military leadership has also moved to the

forefront. Army chief General Syed Asim Munir—

typically reserved in public—has taken a prominent

role, shaping the country’s posture with sharply

worded statements. On May 2, speaking from atop a
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tank during military exercises, Munir warned that “any

military misadventure by India will be met with a swift,

resolute and notch-up response.” He has also invoked

the ideological “two-nation theory” and described

Kashmir as Pakistan’s “jugular vein,” signaling a

hardening stance toward India. [The New York Times]

India’s treaty suspension and dam

operations raise tensions and flood fears

in Pakistan’s Azad Kashmir

(lm) India’s suspension of the 1960 Indus Waters Treaty

(IWT) following the April 22 attack in Indian-

administered Kashmir has sharply escalated tensions

with Pakistan and triggered humanitarian risks in

Pakistan-administered Azad Kashmir. The move came

after a deadly assault in Pahalgam that killed 26 Hindu

tourists. New Delhi blamed Islamabad for supporting

the attackers, while Pakistan has denied the allegation

and called for an independent international

investigation.

In the immediate aftermath, India halted treaty-based

cooperation, including water flow data sharing, and

conducted unannounced “reservoir flushing”

operations from May 1 to 3 at the Salal and Baglihar

hydropower projects in Jammu and Kashmir. These

sediment-clearing procedures, carried out for the first

time since the dams’ construction in the late 1980s and

2000s, were implemented without notifying Pakistan—

contravening prior notice obligations under the IWT’s

dispute resolution and information exchange

mechanisms. [Arab News 1]

The IWT, a legally binding agreement brokered by the

World Bank, has been a rare example of sustained

cooperation between the two rivals despite repeated

political and military confrontations. Its suspension by

India—without invoking any formal withdrawal clause

—has been condemned by Pakistan as a unilateral and

illegal act. Pakistan’s Permanent Representative to the

United Nations called the move an “existential threat”

that undermines international water law and the rights

of lower riparian states.

Officials in Islamabad argue the treaty provides no

provision for suspension and that India’s actions erode

a key pillar of regional stability. They further warned

that such unilateral conduct, if unchallenged, could set

a dangerous global precedent for upstream countries

to act with impunity, threatening the security of shared

water basins worldwide. [Arab News 2]
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The local consequences of the dam operations are

already unfolding. In Muzaffarabad, Azad Kashmir,

residents along the Jhelum River reported sudden

water surges of up to 10 feet, prompting flood risks for

over 10,000 people living in approximately 1,000

homes. Local fishermen and farmers have reported

significant losses due to abrupt changes in river flow

patterns, all without warning. [Arab News 3]

While Pakistan has urged the international community

and the World Bank—as guarantor of the treaty—to

intervene, there has been no official response from the

treaty’s facilitators or major powers.

Human resources forum addresses

Japan’s growing demand for skilled

Pakistani labor

(sn) Islamabad hosted the Pakistan-Japan Human

Resources Stakeholders Meeting, where approximately

70 key stakeholders actively engaged in developing

and facilitating Pakistani opportunities for employment

in Japan. The stakeholders comprised several key

Pakistani ministers and representatives from leading

Japanese and Pakistani organizations.

The forum centered on building stronger linkages

between both nations as demand grows for Pakistani

labor in Japan in multiple sectors, including healthcare,

IT, agriculture, construction, and manufacturing. The

meeting concluded with both nations reaffirming their

commitment to strengthening linkages in cross-border

workforce mobility and human capital development.

Employment opportunities for Pakistanis in Japan were

recently expanded under the Specified Skilled Workers

(SSW) program, which now covers sectors beyond IT.

The employment opportunities are also expected to

provide Pakistan with significant remittance inflow,

which remains one of the government’s largest sources

of revenue. [Business Recorder]

Pakistan receives Turkish naval ship on

visit to strengthen maritime cooperation

(sn) The Turkish Navy frigate TCG Büyükada arrived in

Karachi on May 4 for a goodwill visit aimed at

enhancing maritime cooperation between Türkiye and

Pakistan. The visit reflects the longstanding defense

partnership between the two countries, which includes

submarine modernization, joint special forces drills
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such as Ataturk-XIII, and military equipment supply.

[Arab News]

Netherlands, Pakistan discuss promotion

of trade and investment

(sn) On May 2, representatives of Pakistan and the

Netherlands met in Lahore, Punjab, to discuss the

promotion of bilateral relations. The representatives

included Pakistan’s Chief Minister of the Punjab

province and the Ambassador of the Netherlands, as

both parties discussed ways to enhance partnerships

in trade, investment, sports, the welfare of youth, and

people-to-people contacts.

Punjab’s Chief Minister stated Pakistan’s intention to

continue enhancing cooperation in all fields related to

politics, economy, and culture. The Minister also

shared that bilateral trade between Pakistan and the

Netherlands has reached USD 2.3 billion while

highlighting the significant potential for enhanced

economic cooperation between both parties. [Business

Recorder]

Pakistan’s finance minister visits UK to

boost investment and deepen economic

ties

(za) Pakistan’s Federal Minister for Finance and

Revenue, Muhammad Aurangzeb, began a three-day

official visit to the United Kingdom aimed at attracting

foreign investment and strengthening economic

cooperation.

During the trip, Aurangzeb is scheduled to meet British

officials, representatives of global financial institutions,

and business leaders to discuss opportunities for

increased trade and investment between the two

countries. The visit is part of Islamabad’s broader

economic diplomacy strategy, launched amid a slow

but ongoing recovery from years of financial strain,

external debt, and repeated International Monetary

Fund loan arrangements. [Arab News]

Pakistan’s army chief and Iranian foreign

minister review border security and

regional tensions
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(lm) Pakistan’s Army Chief General Asim Munir and

Iranian Foreign Minister Abbas Araghchi met in

Rawalpindi on May 5 to review border management

and discuss regional security challenges, amid

renewed instability along the Pakistan–Iran border and

surging India–Pakistan tensions.

Araghchi’s visit, which included meetings with Deputy

Prime Minister and Foreign Minister Ishaq Dar, comes

as Tehran offers to mediate between Islamabad and

New Delhi. The two countries exchanged airstrikes in

January 2024 over alleged militant activity,

underscoring persistent volatility along their porous

border. [Arab News]

Philippines authorities call out alleged

Chinese election interference

(dnb) Philippine authorities have intensified

investigations into suspected Chinese interference

ahead of the country’s May 12 midterm elections, as

evidence mounts of foreign-funded disinformation

campaigns targeting domestic political discourse.

During a Senate hearing on May 6, lawmakers

presented documentation suggesting that a local

public relations agency had been contracted by the

Chinese Embassy to promote pro-China narratives

online, including content attacking President Ferdinand

Marcos Jr. and other officials critical of Beijing. The

agency reportedly submitted monthly reports to the

Chinese Embassy and received payments for services

described by the Senate as possible acts of treason

and espionage. [Inquirer.net]

The controversy is part of a broader warning from the

National Security Council, which confirmed that China-

linked actors are attempting to influence Philippine

domestic politics by amplifying divisive narratives. In

response, Senator Risa Hontiveros renewed calls for

the immediate passage of the Foreign Interference Act.

The Office of the President also stressed the urgency

of the investigation to safeguard electoral integrity,

though it acknowledged that the government is still in

the information-gathering phase. [Office of the

President of the Phlippines] [GMA News Online]

Meanwhile, House Deputy Majority Leader Paolo

Ortega V. urged the public not to vote for unnamed

“Team China” candidates—a phrase widely interpreted

as a reference to politicians with known ties to former

President Rodrigo Duterte and to Beijing. [The

Diplomat]
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China replied to accusations by reiterating its

adherence to the policy of non-interference in the

domestic affairs of other countries, thus denying any

interest in interfering in the upcoming Philippine

elections. The Spokesperson of the Chinese Embassy

also added that China strives to deepen the

understanding between the countries’ peoples and

Philippine politicians “playing the China card” are

despicable self-serving attempts doomed to failure.

[Embassy of the People’s Republic of China in the

Republic of The Philippines]

Accusations of foreign interference are not new in

Philippine politics. In 2024, the Commission on

Elections claimed to have uncovered U.S.-linked

disinformation efforts, including fabricated bribery

accusations and alleged Pentagon-backed campaigns

to discredit China-made COVID-19 vaccines. The

current allegations have renewed debate over digital

sovereignty and foreign influence in the country’s

democratic processes. [ABS-CBN News] [The Diplomat]

Philippines explores deeper security ties

with Taiwan and Japan

(lm/jm/jto) The Philippines is considering enhanced

military coordination with Taiwan, with the

government confirming that talks are underway to

regularize warship transits across the Taiwan Strait.

Officials from the National Task Force on the West

Philippine Sea hinted that such steps may lead to more

formal military-to-military cooperation with Taiwan.

While the Philippines maintains no official diplomatic

ties with Taipei due to its One-China policy, the move

signals a growing willingness to pursue informal

security collaboration in response to mounting Chinese

pressure in the region.

Officials emphasized long-term strategic planning,

stating that Manila must prepare for the security

environment over the next two decades. They added

that such engagement is aimed at defending Philippine

sovereignty, not provoking conflict, and would focus on

maritime domain awareness and sea lane protection.

[The Manila Times]

Separately, the Philippines continues strengthening

defense ties with Japan. Following a two-day visit by

Japanese Prime Minister Fumio Kishida, the Philippines

and Japan officially launched talks on an Acquisition

and Cross-Servicing Agreement (ACSA). The proposed

pact would enhance logistical coordination between

the two countries’ armed forces, covering supply

provisions, transport, and support for training,
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peacekeeping, and humanitarian missions. It also

opens the door for future cooperation on intelligence-

sharing, further aligning their defense strategies.

The ACSA complements the Reciprocal Access

Agreement (RAA) signed in July 2024, which allows joint

military drills and troop deployments in each other’s

territories. Japan's Official Security Assistance (OSA)

program also supports Philippine defense capability

development, highlighting the two countries’

commitment to upholding a rules-based order in the

Indo-Pacific. [South China Morning Post] [Al Jazeera]

[Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Japan] [Philippine News

Agency]

In a concrete step forward, Japan has pledged to

provide the Philippine Coast Guard with five additional

97-meter multi-role response vessels (MRRVs), adding

to the two already in service. These vessels—expected

to arrive starting in 2027—will support missions

including maritime patrols, counter-narcotics

operations, oil spill response, search and rescue, and

environmental protection. [Baird Maritime]

Philippines trade delegation holds talks

with U.S. over paused tariffs

(lm) A high-level Philippine economic delegation met

with U.S. Trade Representative Jamieson Greer in

Washington, D.C., on May 2 to negotiate relief from the

paused 17 percent reciprocal tariff imposed by U.S.

President Donald Trump. The delegation emphasized

the complementary nature of the two economies and

expressed hopes for a mutually beneficial agreement.

Manila’s stated aim is to reduce tariffs on Philippine

exports to zero.

While specific outcomes remain undisclosed, both

sides welcomed the discussions and signaled

readiness for follow-up steps. The talks come amid

wider uncertainty caused by the broader 10 percent

blanket tariff still in place on all U.S. trade partners

despite a 90-day pause announced by Trump in April.

[The Manila Times]

Philippines-U.S. military exercises expand

(dnb/lm) Amid growing tensions in the South China Sea

and the broader Indo-Pacific, the Philippines and the

United States are intensifying joint military cooperation

through a series of major exercises held throughout

May and early June 2025.
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A key event took place on May 4 in Aparri, Cagayan,

where both forces carried out a high-intensity counter-

landing and live-fire drill simulating a response to a

hostile amphibious invasion. The exercise, held as part

of the 2025 iteration of Exercise Balikatan, took place

near the Luzon Strait—a vital maritime chokepoint

directly south of Taiwan. Its proximity to Taiwan and

the scenario of defending against an amphibious

assault are widely interpreted as relevant to potential

conflict scenarios involving China, which has long

considered an amphibious landing a central element of

any attempt to seize Taiwan by force. [The Manila

Times]

In a related drill off the coast of Zambales province, a

target ship intended for a mock assault sank

prematurely. The decommissioned BRP Miguel Malvar,

an 80-year-old Philippine navy vessel, was being towed

for use in a live-fire event near the contested

Scarborough Shoal. [abc news]

Separately, the Philippines will host KAMANDAG 9—a

multinational military exercise—from May 26 to June 6,

with operations spanning Luzon, Batanes, Tawi-Tawi,

and Palawan. In addition to the United States and the

Philippines, the exercise will include forces from Japan,

the United Kingdom, and South Korea. KAMANDAG 9

will focus on maritime security, amphibious

operations, humanitarian assistance, and disaster

relief, and include training in areas such as air defense,

unmanned aerial systems, engineering, and special

operations. [Defense Visual Information Distribution

Service]

Philippines and New Zealand sign military

pact amid South China Sea tensions

(dnb) The Philippines and New Zealand signed a Status

of Visiting Forces Agreement (SOVFA) on April 30,

laying the legal groundwork for expanded military

cooperation, including joint exercises and troop

deployments in each other’s territory.

The agreement, signed by Philippine Defense Secretary

Gilberto Teodoro and New Zealand Defense Minister

Judith Collins in Manila, requires ratification by the

Philippine Senate to take full effect. The two countries

also plan to elevate their bilateral ties to a

“comprehensive partnership” in 2026, with joint

interests spanning maritime security, disaster

response, and regional stability.

The move is part of Manila’s broader strategy to

deepen security ties amid growing friction with China
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over the South China Sea. Philippine President

Ferdinand Marcos Jr., who witnessed the signing, said

such partnerships are increasingly vital in light of

regional developments. New Zealand, for its part, has

pledged to reinvigorate its Indo-Pacific security

engagement and boost its defense budget by NZD 9

billion (USD 5.3 billion), with plans to reach two percent

of GDP by 2033.

The SOVFA follows similar Philippine agreements with

the United States, Australia, and Japan, as well as

ongoing negotiations with Canada and France. China

has condemned these expanding alliances, warning

against “military blocs” and bloc-based confrontations.

By contrast, Philippine officials argue that these

alliances are defensive in nature, aimed at upholding

freedom of navigation in the South China Sea—one of

the world’s most critical maritime trade routes.

[Reuters] [Office of the President of the Philippines]

[Associated Press]

Japan, Singapore renew undersea cable

cooperation

(nl) Singapore and Japan have reaffirmed their

cooperation on undersea cable infrastructure following

a bilateral meeting between Singapore’s Minister of

State for Digital Development and Information and

Japan’s Parliamentary Vice Minister held on May 5.

While no official readout has been released, the

meeting was expected to confirm both countries’

ongoing collaboration and the renewal of the 2021

Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) on digital

connectivity. [Nikkei Asia]

Japan’s Ministry of Internal Affairs and

Communications is leading the initiative, with

Singapore contributing to the revision of the ASEAN

Guidelines for Strengthening Resilience and Repair of

Submarine Cables. These guidelines, first adopted in

2019, aim to simplify the permit process for undersea

cable repairs, reduce regulatory costs, and accelerate

maintenance timelines to improve regional service

reliability. [ASEAN]

The meeting follows a joint declaration in September

2024 by Singapore, Japan, Australia, Canada, the

United States, and the United Kingdom, pledging to

strengthen the security and resilience of global

undersea cable systems. [Ministry of Foreign Affairs,

Singapore]
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South Korea holds first joint exercise

against space threats alongside U.S.

(kp) South Korea and the United States conducted their

first-ever joint tabletop exercise aimed at countering

space-based threats last week. The exercise comes

amid rising concerns over North Korea’s development

of space-based reconnaissance and electronic warfare

capabilities.

Named Polaris Lynx, the discussion-based drill was on

May 2 and involved military officials and space security

experts from both nations. The U.S. Forces Korea and

South Korea’s Agency for Defense Development

participated as observers. The exercise focused on

simulated scenarios involving North Korean GPS

jamming and potential attacks on South Korean

satellites. These scenarios were designed to test and

improve the two allies’ responses to space threats on

the Korean Peninsula.

The South Korean Joint Chiefs of Staff (JCS) announced

that regular joint exercises will follow to further

enhance South Korea-U.S. space security cooperation

and interoperability. The initiative was agreed upon

during working-level talks in Washington last year, as

both nations recognized the need to reinforce space

security collaboration. [Yonhap News Agency]

U.S. Navy Chief seeks stronger naval

shipbuilding ties with South Korea

(dql) U.S. Secretary of the Navy John Phelan visited

South Korea’s top shipbuilders, HD Hyundai Heavy

Industries and Hanwha Ocean, on April 30 to

strengthen bilateral cooperation in naval shipbuilding

under President Donald Trump’s push to revitalize the

U.S. shipbuilding industry. [America’s Navy, US

Government]

During his visit, Phelan toured shipyards in Ulsan and

Geoje, met with corporate leaders to discuss

partnerships in construction and maintenance of naval

vessels, and held talks with acting President Han Duck-

soo in Seoul.

He emphasized the importance of working with South

Korean firms—global leaders in naval shipbuilding—to

bolster U.S. capabilities. The visit followed a similar

stop in Japan and builds on Phelan’s earlier remarks

highlighting South Korean investment in U.S.

shipyards, notably Hanwha Ocean’s acquisition of

Philly Shipyard. [Yonhap News Agency]
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South Korea to face tougher cost-sharing

talks with U.S.

(dql) South Korea is likely to face difficult talks with the

U.S. over military cost sharing after U.S. Secretary of

Defense Secretary Pete Hegseth ordered the

development of the Pentagon's 2025 National Defense

Strategy (NDS), prioritizing burden-sharing with allies

and deterring China in the Indo-Pacific.

Under Secretary of Defense for Policy Elbridge Colby

has been tasked with leading the NDS development,

with a draft due by August 31. The strategy will align

with President Donald Trump’s "America First and

Peace Through Strength" agenda, focusing on

homeland defense, including border and airspace

security, and countering China’s growing threat.

The NDS will also emphasize greater defense

contributions from allies, potentially increasing

pressure on countries like South Korea to raise their

share of costs for hosting U.S. troops. Currently, 28,500

American personnel are stationed in South Korea.

Analysts expect the strategy to address broader

security concerns, including North Korea and Iran.

Colby has previously argued for refocusing U.S. Forces

Korea to better respond to China-related

contingencies, rather than solely deterring North

Korea. [Yonhap News Agency]

South Korea proposes multi-billion USD

submarine sale to Canada

(dql) South Korea has submitted a USD 20– USD 24

billion proposal to supply KSS-III submarines to

Canada, aiming to strengthen bilateral defense ties

amid Ottawa's potential pivot away from U.S.-led

procurement programs, Canadian Broadcasting

Corporation reports, citing access to a detailed

overview of the unsolicited proposals.

The proposal, delivered to the Canadian government in

March, includes the delivery of four advanced

submarines by 2035—well ahead of Canada's timeline

under the Canadian Patrol Submarine Project (CPSP).

Developed by Hanwha Ocean and HD Hyundai Heavy

Industries, the KSS-III (Dosan Ahn Changho-class)

features cutting-edge technologies, including fuel-cell-

based Air-Independent Propulsion (AIP), vertical launch

systems, and low acoustic signatures, positioning it as
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one of the most advanced non-nuclear submarines

globally. The bid aligns with Canada’s requirements for

stealth, Arctic operability, and long-range endurance,

and supports local industrial participation in line with

Canada’s Industrial and Technological Benefits (ITB)

policy.

The proposal comes as Canada reassesses its defense

partnerships, including a potential withdrawal from the

F-35 fighter jet program due to concerns over strategic

autonomy and procurement dependence on the U.S.

Defense Minister Bill Blair recently confirmed the

government is exploring alternative options for its

fighter acquisition.

South Korea’s bid is part of a broader strategic

outreach, leveraging its growing global defense

footprint—highlighted by successful exports of the K9

howitzer, FA-50 fighter, and K2 tank—and shared

security interests with Canada in the Arctic, Indo-

Pacific, and support for a rules-based international

order.

Besides the South Korean proposal, Canada also

evaluates competing submarine offers from the U.S.,

Germany, France, and Sweden. [CBC] [Army

Recognition 1]

In latest related news, Hanwha Aerospace has

submitted two major defense proposals to Canada to

bolster its artillery and naval capabilities. The offers,

focused on Multiple Launch Rocket Systems (MLRS)

and self-propelled howitzers, support Canada’s Indirect

Fires Modernisation (IFM) program launched in March

2025. The proposals are separate from Hanwha’s

submarine bid and could exceed USD 1 billion,

depending on the selected systems and configurations.

[Army Recognition 2]

South Korean government secures

nuclear reactor deal with Czech Republic

(kp) South Korea has secured a landmark overseas

contract to construct two nuclear reactors in the Czech

Republic, marking its first international nuclear power

plant project win in 16 years. Back in July 2024, South

Korea had been selected as the preferred bidder for

the Czech project, solidifying its growing reputation as

a competitive player in the global nuclear energy

market.

According to a Reuters report citing the Czech

government, a South Korean consortium led by Korea

Hydro & Nuclear Power Co. (KHNP) is set to finalize the
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agreement with the Czech Republic’s Elektrarna

Dukovany II (EDU II) next week. The project, valued at

an estimated KRW 26 trillion (USD 18.2 billion), involves

the construction of two reactors at the Dukovany

nuclear power plant. [Reuters]

According to Yonhap News Agency, this agreement

represents South Korea’s most significant nuclear

export achievement since 2009, when KHNP was

awarded the Barakah Nuclear Power Plant project in

the United Arab Emirates. [Yonhap News Agency]

Sri Lanka–Pakistan defence talks

underline regional cooperation amid

rising India–Pakistan tensions

(lm) Sri Lanka and Pakistan held the fifth round of their

annual Bilateral Defence Dialogue in Islamabad from

April 28 to 30, reaffirming strategic ties and exploring

enhanced military cooperation.

The talks, led by Sri Lanka’s Defence Secretary and

attended by senior military officials from both sides,

took place as tensions between Pakistan and India

escalated after terrorists brutally killed 26 men in

Indian-administered Jammu & Kashmir on April 22. In

this context, Pakistani officials privately expressed

hope that Sri Lanka would uphold its traditional non-

aligned stance in the event of further deterioration in

India–Pakistan relations.

Concerns were also raised in Islamabad over Sri

Lanka’s public condemnation of the Kashmir attack—

communicated after a call between the Sri Lankan

president and Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi—

while not issuing a comparable statement regarding a

deadly train hijacking by Baloch separatists in Pakistan

in March. [Daily Mirror 1] [Daily Mirror 2]

Japanese Minister of Defense visits Sri

Lanka to strengthen bilateral defense

cooperation

(sl) Japanese Minister of Defense General Nakatani

concluded an official visit to Sri Lanka on May 4,

holding separate meetings with Prime Minister Harini

Amarasuriya and Deputy Minister of Defense Major

General (Retd.) Aruna Jayasekara to advance bilateral

cooperation in defense, maritime security, and

regional stability.
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Nakatani and Prime Minister Amarasuriya discussed

expanding engagement in defense and regional

security while also identifying potential collaboration in

trade, investment, and tourism. Amarasuriya thanked

Japan for development aid via the Japan International

Cooperation Agency (JICA) and outlined Sri Lanka’s

vision of evolving its security forces to include

humanitarian response, climate readiness, and

maritime protection.

In parallel talks with Deputy Minister Jayasekara,

Nakatani—accompanied by Japan’s envoy to Sri Lanka

and the Vice Minister for International Affairs—focused

on countering non-state maritime threats, disaster

management, and anti-trafficking efforts. Both sides

reaffirmed their shared commitment to Indian Ocean

peace and security.

Japan reiterated its readiness to expand cooperation in

intelligence sharing, cybersecurity, search and rescue,

and upholding maritime law. Sri Lanka acknowledged

Japan’s longstanding support in maritime surveillance,

coast guard training, and disaster risk reduction. [Ada

Derana] [Daily Mirror]

Taiwan’s President Lai calls for deepening

bilateral cooperation in meeting with

Japanese delegations

(dql/yl) Taiwanese President Lai Ching-te met former

Japanese industry minister Yasutoshi Nishimura in

Taipei on May 5, calling for closer Taiwan-Japan

cooperation to counter growing military pressure from

China. Lai condemned Beijing’s military drills in

surrounding seas as threats to regional stability and

urged joint efforts on maritime security and gray-zone

threats—coercive actions short of war. [Office of the

President, Taiwan 1]

He also proposed collaboration in semiconductors, AI,

and drone technology. Nishimura, a senior member of

Japan’s ruling Liberal Democratic Party (LDP) party,

echoed former Prime Minister Abe’s view that “a

Taiwan contingency is a Japan contingency,” adding it is

also a global concern. He emphasized the need for like-

minded nations to support peace in the Taiwan Strait.

[The Mainichi]

Earlier last week, Lai met with a delegation from the DP

Youth Division on May 1, emphasizing the importance

of peace and stability across the Taiwan Strait and

calling for deeper collaboration with Japan in the

semiconductor sector. [Office of the President, Taiwan

2]
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Led by Yasutaka Nakasone, a member of Japan’s House

of Representatives, the delegation discussed

expanding exchanges that contribute to Indo-Pacific

stability. Lai cited Taiwan’s manufacturing strength and

Japan’s expertise in materials and equipment as

mutually beneficial, referencing ongoing investments

of semiconductor manufacturing giant Taiwan

Semiconductor Manufacturing Company in Kumamoto

Prefecture.

Nakasone echoed these views, adding that Japan

recognizes the global importance of cross-strait peace

and pledged to raise awareness on the issue

internationally. The five-day visit marks the second

Japanese parliamentary delegation to arrive in Taiwan

in a week, indicating increasing legislative engagement

between the two countries. [Focus Taiwan]

U.S. lawmakers pass bill to support

Taiwan

(dql) The US House of Representatives unanimously

passed two Taiwan-related bills on May 5.

The first bill is the Taiwan Assurance Implementation

Act which requires the U.S. State Department to

conduct regular reviews of US-Taiwan engagement

guidelines and submit reports to Congress. It

strengthens the 2020 Taiwan Assurance Act by

outlining plans to lift outdated restrictions on

interactions with Taiwan.

Since the US severed diplomatic ties with Taiwan in

1979, restrictions were imposed to avoid antagonizing

China. While some restrictions were eased during the

Trump administration, the Biden administration has

reinstated many, leading to ongoing scrutiny of the

US’s approach.

The second bill is Taiwan International Solidarity Act

which clarifies that UN General Assembly Resolution

2758, which recognizes the People's Republic of China

as China’s representative, does not apply to Taiwan. It

urges US representatives to oppose Beijing's efforts to

distort Taiwan’s status in international organizations

and encourages allies to resist China's diplomatic

pressure. [Taiwan News]

U.S. to deliver missile launch vehicles to

Taiwan
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(dql) Taiwan is set to receive five land-based Harpoon

missile launch vehicles and one radar truck by the end

of June, as part of a broader U.S. arms deal approved

in 2020. The package includes 400 Harpoon Block II

missiles, 100 launcher transporters, and 25 radar

trucks, with the first equipment delivered in

September 2023.

According to military documents submitted to the

Legislative Yuan, Taiwan’s parliament, the Navy plans

to invest NTD 86.6 billion (USD 2.83 billion) between

2021 and 2030 in the Harpoon system, which is

designed to target enemy ships with over 70 percent

accuracy.

Delivery of the launchers will occur in two phases: 32

units by 2026 and the remaining 68 by 2028. [Taiwan

News]

Cross-party Taiwanese legislative

delegation discusses chip export controls

(yl) A cross-party Taiwanese legislative delegation

visited Washington, D.C., last week to meet with

officials from the U.S. Department of Commerce’s

Bureau of Industry and Security, addressing concerns

over illicit semiconductor flows to restricted third

parties.

According to ruling Democratic Progressive Party (DPP)

lawmaker Wang Ting-yu, the issue of “origin washing”

and the risk of Taiwan-made high-end chips reaching

China through indirect channels were raised in the

discussion.

In response to the concerns Wang proposed enhanced

law enforcement cooperation, noting Taiwan’s

exclusion from Interpol hinders its ability to track illicit

transfers. He emphasized Taiwan’s interest in

preventing its chips from reaching hostile third parties,

citing national security concerns.

The visit followed reports that Taiwan Semiconductor

Manufacturing Company (TSMC) may have violated

U.S. export controls after one of its chips ended up in a

Huawei AI processor, potentially exposing the

company to a USD 1 billion fine. [Focus Taiwan]

[Reuters]

Taiwan condemns Chinese pressure on

Belgium, flag removal and canceled book
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fair invitation

(dql) Taiwan’s Ministry of Foreign Affairs has

condemned China for pressuring Belgium to remove

Taiwan’s national flag from its representative office in

Brussels, an incident that occurred in early 2023 and

was recently revealed by the International Consortium

of Investigative Journalists (ICIJ). [ICIJ]

The ministry also criticized the Brussels Book Fair’s

decision to cancel Taiwan’s 2024 guest-of-honor status

over fears of provoking China.

It accused Beijing of undermining Taiwan’s

international presence and urged the global

community to resist China’s coercion and defend the

rules-based international order, as well as peace and

stability in the Taiwan Strait and Indo-Pacific region.

[Taiwan News]

Taiwan condemns Somalia’s passport ban

as China-driven political maneuver

(dql) Taiwan’s Ministry of Foreign Affairs (MOFA) has

condemned Somalia’s recent decision to ban Taiwan

passport holders, accusing it of acting under Chinese

influence. The Somali Civil Aviation Authority

announced that, starting April 30, passports and travel

documents issued by Taiwan would be invalid for

entry, exit, or transit, citing adherence to the “one

China” principle and UN Resolution 2758.

The foreign ministry rejected Somalia’s interpretation

of the resolution, calling it a political maneuver to

portray Taiwan as subordinate to China. It is working

with Somaliland to oppose such measures and has

advised Taiwanese nationals to avoid travel to both

Somalia and Somaliland until the ban is lifted. [Ministry

of Foreign Affairs, Taiwan] [Taiwan News]

Troop withdrawal from ancient temple

part of broader Thai-Cambodian border

de-escalation

(lm) Thailand and Cambodia have agreed to withdraw

military forces from the area surrounding Prasat Ta

Muen Thom, a 13th-century Khmer temple located in

Thailand’s Surin province, as part of a coordinated de-

escalation following recent border tensions. The

withdrawal follows a General Border Committee (GBC)

meeting held in Bangkok, during which Thai Deputy
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Prime Minister and Defense Minister Phumtham

Wechayachai and his Cambodian counterpart Tea

Seiha confirmed both sides would pull troops back to

original positions and exercise restraint.

The move aims to calm tensions after a group of

Cambodians sang their national anthem at the temple

in February, sparking symbolic protests and prompting

the site's temporary closure. Although the temple was

reopened in March, the episode reignited sensitivities

over territorial sovereignty.

While the government framed the move as a technical

and preventive step, domestic critics have accused the

administration of showing weakness on sovereignty

issues. Protesters, including the Network of Students

and People for Reform of Thailand and royalist groups,

rallied outside the GBC meeting, urging the military to

take a firmer stance. Officials responded by reaffirming

that further technical matters will be handled at future

Joint Boundary Committee meetings.

Thai authorities emphasized that the de-escalation

does not weaken Thailand’s claim over the temple,

which remains under Thai jurisdiction. Military sources

from Thailand’s 2nd Army Region confirmed that the

troop repositioning also affects other flashpoints,

including the Chong Bok area in Ubon Ratchathani

province, in accordance with a five-kilometer buffer

zone previously established under bilateral

agreements.

Beyond military coordination, the withdrawal is part of

a wider bilateral effort to improve border management

and regional stability. Prime Minister Paetongtarn

Shinawatra, following her recent visit to Cambodia, has

announced a Thai-Cambodian mini joint cabinet

meeting scheduled for July in Sa Kaeo province. This

meeting will focus on intensifying cooperation against

cross-border crimes such as drug and human

trafficking, scam call centers, and illegal labor

networks, as well as addressing environmental issues

like PM2.5 pollution. [Bangkok Post 1] [Bangkok Post 2]

China stresses Thailand’s importance in

neighborhood diplomacy

(msz) During his meeting with Thai Foreign Minister

Maris Sangiampongsa on March 28, Chinese Foreign

Minister Wang Yi said that China regards its relations

with Thailand as a priority in its neighborhood

diplomacy. He expressed China’s readiness to deepen

the bilateral relations and contribute to regional peace

and stability. Thailand’s participation in the BRICS and
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more engagements with the bloc was also hailed.

Maris, in turn, highlighted the opportunities for

Thailand from Chinese modernization and expressed

the nation's desire to join BRICS, strengthen Global

South cooperation, and protect developing countries'

common interests. [The Nation]

Thailand urges Laos to reconsider

Sanakham Dam location near border

(lm) Thailand has formally requested neighboring Laos

to reconsider the location of the proposed Sanakham

Dam on the Mekong River, citing concerns over

environmental and cross-border impacts. Digital

Economy and Society Minister Prasert

Jantararuangtong, who also chairs Thailand’s National

Mekong Committee, stated that the dam’s proposed

site—just two kilometers from the Thai border—raises

serious issues related to water levels, riverbank

erosion, and threats to endangered species. [Bangkok

Post]

Thailand and Malaysia expand cross-

border rail and trade links amid regional

integration push

(msz) Thailand and Malaysia are accelerating efforts to

revitalize cross-border transport infrastructure and

deepen economic integration through a series of new

rail, road, and customs initiatives. Malaysian Transport

Minister Anthony Loke and Thai Deputy Prime Minister

Suriya Juengrungruangkit recently agreed to finalize

two key Memorandums of Understanding (MoUs) by

July 2026. These focus on passenger and cargo

movement across the border and follow Prime

Minister Paetongtarn Shinawatra’s visit to Malaysia,

which added political momentum to bilateral

cooperation.

One centerpiece is the planned launch of a direct cargo

rail service between Kuala Lumpur and Bangkok by the

end of 2025. The line aims to boost trade volume and

improve access to wider regional networks. Malaysia

has already committed to extending its China-backed

East Coast Rail Link (ECRL) to the Thai border by late

2026, reinforcing north-south freight routes across

mainland Southeast Asia.

Additionally, both governments agreed to jointly

reopen the long-disused Sungai Kolok–Rantau Panjang

line, linking Malaysia with Thailand’s Narathiwat
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province. The Bangkok–Butterworth express passenger

train, suspended since 2016, is scheduled to resume

service in July.

Beyond rail, road connectivity is also being enhanced,

particularly at the new Sadao–Bukit Kayu Hitam border

crossing. In parallel, both sides are working to

implement a Single Window Inspection system to

reduce customs delays and streamline freight

movement.

Further digital integration is planned, including linking

national driving license databases under ASEAN

frameworks to simplify cross-border driving permits.

These developments are expected to be formalized

during the upcoming Thai–Malaysian mini joint cabinet

meeting in July, which will also address labor mobility,

transnational crime, and environmental concerns—

signaling a broader commitment to cross-border

coordination and regional economic resilience. [The

Nation] [Bangkok Post 1] [Bangkok Post 2]

Thai marine police seize Vietnamese

fishing boats for illegal entry into Thai

waters

(lm) Thai marine police arrested 15 Vietnamese

fishermen and seized two boats for allegedly intruding

into Thai territorial waters off Narathiwat province on

May 4. The vessels were intercepted 21 nautical miles

east of the Bang Nara estuary, carrying catches

including fish and sea cucumbers. [Bangkok Post]

Thailand plans to increase U.S. gas

imports amid pressure over trade surplus

and tariffs

(lm) Thailand is intensifying efforts to avoid a proposed

36 percent U.S. tariff on its exports by expanding

economic cooperation and pursuing confidential

negotiations. Prime Minister Paetongtarn Shinawatra

confirmed informal talks are underway with

Washington, noting that sensitive details are being

withheld to avoid diplomatic fallout. She stressed the

goal is a “win-win” outcome within the 90-day

negotiation window granted by the U.S. [Bangkok Post

1]

As part of its strategy, Thailand will double liquefied

natural gas (LNG) imports from the U.S. to 2.2 million
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tons annually over five years. The expanded 15-year

deal, worth USD 500 million per year, begins in 2026

and is intended to help narrow Thailand’s USD 45.6

billion trade surplus with the U.S.

Finance Minister Pichai Chunhavajira outlined

additional steps, including pledges to avoid currency

manipulation, crack down on fraudulent export

certifications, and align tariffs with competitors. The

government is also considering lifting foreign

ownership caps and introducing 99-year land leases to

stimulate investment. Talks with China on rising

imports are ongoing.

While no date has been set for formal talks with the

U.S., officials are optimistic that the combined

measures can avert punitive tariffs and stabilize trade

relations. [Bangkok Post 2]

Vietnam’s Ho Chi Minh City advances

cooperation with India

(cmc) Vietnam’s Ho Chi Minh City is seeking to expand

cooperation with India in trade, investment, tourism,

and cultural exchange, following meetings between

city leadership and India’s Minister of Parliamentary

Affairs and Minister of Minority Affairs.

Discussions included potential for Indian business

engagement in the city and plans for deeper

collaboration tied to the upcoming 2025 United

Nations Day of Vesak. Both sides acknowledged

opportunities in spiritual tourism and emphasized

implementing existing bilateral agreements. [SGGP

English Edition] [Ministry of Planning and Investment]

Sri Lanka and Vietnam elevate strategic

partnership, target USD 1 billion in trade

(cmc) Sri Lankan President Anura Kumara Dissanayake

paid a state visit to Vietnam from May 4–6, marking the

first such visit by a Sri Lankan head of state in 16 years

and celebrating 55 years of diplomatic relations. The

visit signaled a new phase in bilateral ties,

underpinned by deepening political trust and an

ambitious plan to boost two-way trade to USD 1 billion.

During the visit, President Dissanayaka held formal

talks with all four pillars of Vietnam’s political

leadership: President Luong Cuong, Communist Party

General Secretary To Lam, Prime Minister Pham Minh

Chinh, and National Assembly Chairman Tran Thanh
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Man. The two countries issued a joint statement

reaffirming their “high level of political trust” and

outlining key areas to strengthen bilateral relations.

A central outcome of the visit was a shared

commitment to boost bilateral trade to USD 1 billion,

facilitated by a review of economic agreements and

expanded business engagement. Vietnam welcomed

Sri Lankan investment in 33 projects worth more than

USD 43 million, while Sri Lanka expressed interest in

attracting Vietnamese capital in areas such as

renewable energy, infrastructure, agriculture, and

logistics. [Daily Mirror 1]

The leaders also agreed to renew and operationalize

their Memorandum of Understanding on Defense

Cooperation, promote military training exchanges, and

deepen collaboration on cybersecurity, intelligence

sharing, and transnational crime. Talks were held on

enhancing law enforcement cooperation and exploring

joint defense industry development.

Five agreements were signed during the visit, including

one on Customs cooperation and four Memoranda of

Understanding covering agriculture, trade promotion,

machinery manufacturing, and diplomatic training.

Both sides prioritized the early convening of the Joint

Commission on Economic, Scientific and Technological

Cooperation and the Sub-Committee on Trade. [Daily

Mirror 2]

Educational, cultural, and technological ties were

reinforced through renewed commitments to

academic exchanges, digital cooperation, and heritage

conservation. President Dissanayaka reaffirmed

longstanding Buddhist links at the UN Day of Vesak in

Ho Chi Minh City, while both sides supported joint

efforts at Vietnam’s Bai Dinh spiritual complex and

welcomed expanded cooperation in archaeology and

cultural preservation.

The leaders also reiterated support for maritime

security, climate action, and adherence to international

law, particularly the 1982 UNCLOS, and welcomed Sri

Lanka’s interest in deeper engagement with ASEAN.

[VietnamPlus]

Indonesia to ratify historic maritime

boundary agreement with Vietnam

(cmc) Indonesia's parliament is set to ratify a landmark

maritime boundary agreement with Vietnam, which

defines the two nations' exclusive economic zones

(EEZs) in the South China Sea. Signed in 2022 after
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more than a decade of negotiations, the agreement

aims to ease tensions, particularly those arising from

Vietnamese fishing activities in Indonesian waters.

[Reuters]

This agreement marks a significant step in affirming

international law and rejecting China's expansive

claims in the region. It aligns with the 2016 ruling by an

international arbitral tribunal that invalidated China's

claims over the area. The agreement is expected to

provide legal clarity for activities such as patrolling and

oil exploration. It will help Indonesia, as an archipelago

with many neighbors, establish clear sea borders for

patrols and oil drilling. [The Diplomat]

Analysts suggest that this development could

encourage other Southeast Asian nations to pursue

similar agreements, contributing to greater stability in

the South China Sea. [Devdiscourse]

Despite the progress, the agreement highlights

ongoing complexities in regional geopolitics,

particularly regarding China's stance. China continues

to assert sovereignty over large parts of the South

China Sea, despite international rulings. The Indonesia-

Vietnam agreement, however, reinforces the

importance of adhering to established international

laws and norms. [Jakarta Post]

First round of Vietnam-US trade talks to

begin May 7

(cmc) Vietnam will begin its first round of trade

negotiations with the United States on May 7, as part

of a prioritized group of six countries selected by

Washington for early talks. This comes after the US

announced a blanket 10 percent tariff policy on April 2

and imposed reciprocal tariffs of up to 46 percent on

Vietnam, before suspending the measure for 90 days,

excluding China.

In his address to the National Assembly on May 5,

Prime Minister Chinh emphasized that Vietnam has

responded calmly and flexibly to mounting global

uncertainty, including tariff shocks and heightened

security challenges. He confirmed that Vietnam’s

negotiating team is working under the principle of

“harmonized interests, shared risks.” [Viet Nam News]
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Upcoming Online Events

 7 May 2025 @ 2:30 – 3:30 p.m. (GMT+7), CPG,

Thailand

Geopolitical Dynamics in South Asia and

Southeast Asia in Times of a Transforming

Global Order: Challenges and

Opportunities

Hosted in cooperation with the Faculty of Aerospace

and Strategic Studies (FASS), Air University, the CPG

online panel discussion exploring the evolving

geopolitical landscape in South Asia and Southeast

Asia amid a transforming global order. For more

information, see [CPG].

9 May 2025 @ 3:00 – 4:30 p.m. (GMT+7), CPG,

Thailand

Asia in Review (AiR) Webinar Series

Previewing the Midterm-Elections in the

Philippines: Contenders, Campaigns, and

Clashes 

This webinar invites a panel discussion analyzing the

key dynamics shaping the 2025 midterm elections and

their broader implications. The discussion will explore

what is at stake for democratic governance,

institutional accountability, and regional stability –

offering critical insights into the likely contours of

political competition as the country moves toward the

2028 presidential race. For more information, see

[CPG].
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7 May 2025 @ 11:00 a.m.  – 12:00 p.m. (GMT-5), The

Heritage Foundation, USA

Revitalizing the Defense Industrial Base

for the 21st Century

This webinar introduces a plan for rebuilding America's

arsenal and laying the foundation for a new American

Golden Age. It will address policy reforms needed to

restore the defense industrial base, including

workforce shortages, supply chain vulnerabilities,

punitive tax policies, and regulatory overreach. For

more information, see [The Heritage Foundation].

8 May 2025 @ 9:00 – 10:00 a.m. (GMT-5), Stimson,

USA

Sinocentrism and Southeast Asia

Against the backdrop of shifts in U.S. international

engagement and Xi Jinping’s recent trip to Southeast

Asia, the significance of understanding Sinocentrism in

Southeast Asia gains new importance. This webinar

discusses the impact of Sinocentrism in Southeast Asia

and on China’s relationships with countries in its

neighborhood. For more information, see [Stimson].

8 May 2025 @ 9:30 – 10:15 a.m. (GMT-4), Center for

Strategic and International Studies, USA

The Trade War and Geopolitical

Competition with China

Against the backdrop of the continued rise of tensions

between the U.S. and China over reciprocal tariffs and

geopolitical competition, the webcast provides

answers to the questions of what we need to know

about the trade war and the next phase of U.S.-China

tensions. For more information, and to register, see

[CSIS].

8 May 2025 @ 10:00 – 11:00 a.m. (GMT-4), Center for

Strategic and International Studies, USA

Antarctic Global Diplomacy – Preview of

the Annual Antarctic Treaty Meeting

This webcast will preview this year's Antarctic Treaty

Consultative Meeting (ATCM) in Milan from 23 June to 3

https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-shrhye-l-kri/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-shrhye-l-krd/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-shrhye-l-krh/


July 2025. It will address the priorities at the ATCM, as

well as opportunities to deepen scientific research and

coordination. For more information, and to register,

see [CSIS].

8 May 2025 @ 1:00 – 2:00 p.m. (GMT), Chatham

House, UK

Why the China-India relationship matters

for the future of the global order

This livestream event explores China and India’s

bilateral relationship and addresses the question of

how the West should respond. For more information,

see [Chatham House].

9 May 2025 @ 10:00 – 11:00 a.m. (GMT-4), Center for

Strategic and International Studies, USA

Insights for Future Conflicts from the

Russia-Ukraine War

This webcast introduces a digital report that highlights

key insights from “Conflict in Focus: Lessons from

Russia-Ukraine,” a digital series launched at this

occasion. For more information, and to register, see

[CSIS].

9 May 2025 @ 10:00 – 11:15 a.m. (GMT+7), ISEAS –

Yusof

Trump Unleashed: America’s New Role in

the Global Order

This webinar explores the forces shaping US President

Donald Trump’s policies and their far-reaching global

consequences. It analyzes their impact on the US Indo-

Pacific strategy and security alliances in Asia, the

potential for strategic realignments among Asian

nations, and addresses the question of how countries

can navigate the uncertainties and challenges in the

turbulent years ahead. For more information, and to

register, see [ISEAS]

13 May 2025 @ 3:00 – 5:15 p.m. (GMT-5), Stimson,

USA
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Vietnam & America: 50 Years of Peace and

Reconciliation

This hybrid event explores the peace and reconciliation

process through those who took part in it and also

address remaining war legacy issues such as Agent

Orange remediation, UXO cleanup, and provision of

disabilities services to generations of Vietnamese still

affected by the war. For more information, see

[Stimson].

Recent Book Releases

Fawaz A. Gerges, The Great Betrayal: The Struggle for

Freedom and Democracy in the Middle East, Princeton

University Press, 384 pages, published April 29, 2025.

For a review, see [LSE].

Michael Luo, Strangers in the Land: Exclusion,

Belonging, and the Epic Story of the Chinese in

America, Doubleday, 560 pages, published April 29,

2025. For a review, see [The New York Times].

Emily Feng, Let Only Red Flowers Bloom: Identity and

Belonging in Xi Jinping's China, Crown, 304 pages,

published March 18, 2025. For a review, see [Los

Angeles Review of Books]

Xueyang Ma, The Precariat in Western China:

Poverty, Risks and Influences, Routledge, 240 pages,

published June 14, 2024. For a review, see [LSE].

Fyodor Tertitskiy, Accidental Tyrant: The Life of Kim

Il-sung, Oxford University Press, 352 pages, April 1,

2025. For a review, see [Asian Review of Books].

Calls

The Latin American Society of International Law

(LASIL) invites paper proposals for its pre-conference

workshop “Narratives in International Courts and

Tribunals,” to be held online June 25, 2025. The

deadline for abstract submission is April 30, 2025. For

more information, see [LASIL].

The European Society of International Law (ESIL)

Feminism and International Law Interest Group

invites paper proposals for a preconference workshop

in the context of the ESIL Annual Conference 2025, on

“Reconstructing International Law,” to be held on

September 10, 2025, in Berlin. The deadline for
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abstract submission is April 15, 2025. For more

information, see [ESIL].

The European Society of International Law (ESIL)

Interest Group on Peace and Security invites paper

proposals for a preconference workshop in the context

of the ESIL Annual Conference 2025, on

“Reconstructing Peace: (Mis)Uses of International

Law,” to be held on September 11, 2025, in Berlin. The

deadline for abstract submission is April 18, 2025. For

more information, see [ESIL].

 Jobs and Positions

The World Bank Group is looking for World Bank

Regional Vice President, Latin America and

Caribbean. The deadline for application submission is

May 9, 2025. For more information, see [World Bank

Group].

The World Bank Group is looking for an Investment

Analyst – TMT. The deadline for application submission

is May 16, 2025. For more information, see [World

Bank Group].

The International Rescue Committee is looking for a

Child Protection Manager. The position is open until

it is filled. For more information, see [IRC].

The International Rescue Committee is looking for a

Senior Operations Officer. The position is open until

it is filled. For more information, see [IRC].

The United Nations (UN) is looking for a Special

Representative of the Secretary-General for

Children and Armed Conflict. The deadline for

application submission is May 12, 2025. For more

information, see [UN].

The United Nations Secretariat is looking for an

Economist. The deadline for application submission is

May 9, 2025. For more information, see [UN].

The United Nations Development Programme

(UNDP) is looking for a Climate Change Adaptation

Specialist (local lead). The deadline for application

submission is May 16, 2025. For more information, see

[UNDP].

The United Nations Development Programme

(UNDP) is looking for a National Project Officer –

IRFF. Climate The deadline for application submission

is May 19, 2025. For more information, see [UNDP].
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The North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO) is

looking for a Political Advisor. The deadline for

application submission is May 9, 2025. For more

information, see [NATO].

The North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO) is

looking for a China Analyst. The deadline for

application submission is May 26, 2025. For more

information, see [NATO].

POLITICO is looking for Interim Associate General

Counsel. The deadline for application submission is

May 5, 2025. For more information, see [POLITICO]

Gas Infrastructure Europe (GIE) is looking for a

Senior Policy Advisor. The deadline for application

submission is May 16, 2025. For more information, see

[GIE].

Humanists International is looking for a European

Advocacy & Research Officer / European Policy Forum

Coordinator. The deadline for application submission

is May 12, 2025. For more information, see [Humanists

International].

The University of Huddersfield is looking for a

Lecturer in Law (x2 posts). The deadline for

application submission is May 18, 2025. For more

information, see [University of Huddersfield].

Aston University - Birmingham is looking for a

Professor in School of Law & Social Sciences. The

deadline for application submission is May 15, 2025.

For more information, see [Aston University].

The University of Hull is looking for a Lecturer in

Law. The deadline for application submission is May 9,

2025. For more information, see [University of Hull].

Birmingham City University is looking for a Head of

Department of Law. The deadline for application

submission is May 15, 2025. For more information, see

[Birmingham City University].
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to: info@cpg-online.de

Also, don't forget to Like CPG on Facebook, and

browse our website for other updates and news! 
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