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Dear Readers,

Welcome to this week’s issue of the Asia in Review (AiR)

covering the latest events, developments and trends in

domestic politics, international relations and

geopolitics in East Asia, South Asia, and Southeast Asia.

I wish you an informative read and extend special

greetings to everyone who celebrates Paraguay’s

Independence Day and Norway’s Constitution Day this

week.

With best regards,

Henning Glaser

Editor in Chief

Webpage: www.cpg-online.de, Facebook:

https://www.facebook.com/CPGT
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China: Preparation for new policy targets

for 15th Five-Year Plan kicks off

(lb) Chinese Premier Li Qiang chaired an executive

meeting of the State Council on May 9 to begin

preparations for the 15th Five-Year Plan (2026–2030).

The meeting focused on implementing the priorities

laid out by President Xi Jinping during a recent

symposium on China's future economic and social

trajectory.

Participants emphasized the importance of setting

realistic goals across sectors for the upcoming

planning period. These include reforms in key

industrial zones, wider government data-sharing, and

improved national oversight systems. The meeting

reinforced Beijing’s aim to promote high-quality growth

through innovation, regulation, and targeted state

investment.



The meeting called for aligning pilot free trade zones

with global economic standards. This includes

advancing institutional reform to enhance trade and

investment frameworks, particularly in zones

earmarked for national-level development. Leaders

stressed that these zones must serve as testing

grounds for high-level economic openness and policy

flexibility.

A key focus was on building a unified national big data

system to improve service delivery, policy

coordination, and industrial modernization. By

expanding the use of digital infrastructure and

integrated data platforms, China aims to strengthen its

governance capacity and support new engines of

economic development.

Transport and safety issues were also addressed. The

Council discussed the rollout of a national waterborne

traffic supervision and rescue plan. The strategy

includes encouraging social capital to fund essential

equipment and technological upgrades.

Leaders also underlined the need for proactive risk

detection to prevent serious workplace and transport

accidents, signaling ongoing efforts to reinforce public

safety and infrastructure reliability. [The State Council,

China]

China: New economic stimulus measures

unveiled

(ld) China has introduced a broad package of economic

stimulus measures aimed at reinforcing financial

stability and strengthening its negotiating position

ahead of a new round of trade talks with the United

States set to take place in Switzerland.

At a joint press conference in Beijing on May 7, senior

officials from the People’s Bank of China and key

financial regulatory bodies announced several

coordinated policies to inject liquidity into markets and

support sectors impacted by the ongoing trade dispute

with Washington. The measures include a reduction in

key interest rates and a scheduled cut in the reserve

requirement ratio (RRR), along with new tools to

channel credit to key sectors. [Xinhua, in Chinese]

The People’s Bank of China (PBOC) will lower the

interest rate on seven-day reverse repurchase

agreements by 10 basis points to 1.40 percent starting

May 8. On May 15, the central bank will also reduce the

RRR by 50 basis points, its first such move since

September 2024, releasing an estimated CNY 1 trillion
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(USD 138 billion) in liquidity. This will bring the average

reserve ratio across banks to 6.2 percent.

Officials also announced complementary policies to

support capital markets and bolster investor

sentiment. A-share listed companies affected by tariffs

would receive targeted support. Meanwhile, the

National Financial Regulatory Administration will

expand a pilot program allowing insurance companies

to invest an additional CNY 60 billion (USD 8.3 billion)

in the stock market.

The PBOC is also establishing low-cost relending

facilities to fund purchases of technology-related

bonds and investments in elderly care and service

consumption. Existing tools to support agriculture and

small businesses will be enhanced, and mortgage rates

for select homebuyers will be reduced. [Reuters]

Analysts noted that while many of the announced

measures had been previously hinted at, their swift

rollout and broader scope surpassed market

expectations. These actions are seen as an attempt to

reassure investors and signal readiness ahead of

potentially protracted trade discussions. Still, experts

cautioned that a lasting resolution remains uncertain

given persistent disagreements over structural issues

in the bilateral economic relationship. [South China

Morning Post]

China: Employment of people with

disabilities rise amid persisting barriers to

full inclusion in labor market

(lb) According to a recent report by the China Disabled

Persons' Federation, more than 9.14 million people

with disabilities were employed across the country in

2024, an increase of over 512,000 compared to the

previous year. This growth reflects the government’s

sustained efforts to improve inclusion in the labor

market and strengthen related support systems.

[Xinhua]

In parallel, healthcare and rehabilitation access

improved for this group. Over 8.66 million individuals

received basic rehabilitation services last year, while

nearly 500,000 children benefited from targeted

rehabilitation assistance. China now counts 13,297

rehabilitation institutions for people with disabilities,

employing a workforce of 373,000.

Efforts to diversify employment opportunities continue

at the local level. Municipal programs now emphasize

vocational training in both traditional and emerging
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fields, such as e-commerce and digital services. Local

federations have introduced job-matching events and

one-stop services to align roles with physical

capabilities and personal goals. Some cities have also

implemented tax incentives and business start-up

support for entrepreneurs with disabilities, seeking to

lower entry barriers and costs.

However, experts note that despite these efforts more

remains to be done to dismantle persistent

institutional and social barriers, including employer

bias and inconsistent enforcement of hiring quotas.

[Sina, in Chinese]

China: J-10 fighter’s combat debut spark

online discussion as government stays

silent

(ld) China’s government has remained silent following

widespread celebration on social media over the

reported combat debut of its domestically produced J-

10C fighter jet during a recent skirmish between India

and Pakistan. While Pakistan claimed it shot down at

least one Indian Rafale fighter jet using a Chinese-

made J-10C, Beijing has refrained from confirming the

incident or commenting on its broader implications.

On May 7, reports emerged that the Pakistan Air Force

had used a J-10C to down a French-made Rafale

operated by the Indian Air Force. If confirmed, this

would mark the first time a J-10 series aircraft has

achieved a combat victory since the platform was

introduced 27 years ago. It would also represent the

first known Rafale loss in combat. Pakistan remains the

only foreign operator of the J-10C, with a fleet of 20

aircraft.

Despite the significance of the reports for China’s

defense industry, official media and the Ministry of

Foreign Affairs offered no acknowledgment of the

aircraft’s role. The ministry stated on May 8 that he

was “not familiar” with the situation, while the only

formal response urged both parties to exercise

restraint. [CNN]

The reported success of the J-10C — a fourth-

generation fighter developed by Chengdu Aircraft

Industry Group — and its use of the long-range PL-15

air-to-air missile, generated a surge of nationalist

enthusiasm online. On Chinese social media, hashtags

related to the reported downing of Indian jets trended

heavily, and a Pakistan Air Force post featuring an

image of the J-10C went viral. Online commenters

hailed the incident as a milestone for Chinese military
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technology and a potential boost for international

arms sales.

Following the reports, AVIC, the state-owned parent

company of Chengdu Aircraft Industry Group, saw its

share price rise more than 30 percent over two

consecutive trading days. [South China Morning Post]

A commentary published by Shanghai-based news and

media website Guancha.cn emphasized that the

domestic excitement was not rooted in the conflict

itself, but in what it saw as validation of China’s

military-industrial capability. The article described the

engagement as a successful demonstration of China’s

ability to produce advanced, cost-effective combat

systems at scale. [Guancha.cn, in Chinese]

According to a March 2025 report by the Stockholm

International Peace Research Institute (SIPRI), China

ranked as the world’s fourth-largest arms exporter

from 2020 to 2024, accounting for 5.9 percent of global

exports. The United States led the market with 43

percent. While the J-10C has yet to be adopted outside

Pakistan, Egypt has reportedly shown interest in the

platform. [SIPRI]

China: Authorities pledge to crack down

on critical mineral smuggling

(ld) China is set to strengthen its enforcement of

export controls on critical minerals, targeting illegal

smuggling and transshipments through third countries

as part of a broader strategy to maintain control over

supply chains amid ongoing trade tensions with the

United States.

Senior officials from the Ministry of Commerce, the

Ministry of Public Security, the General Administration

of Customs, and the Supreme People’s Court convened

in Shenzhen on May 9 to coordinate efforts across

multiple agencies. The joint meeting underscored

Beijing’s growing determination to stop the illicit

outflow of strategically vital minerals such as gallium,

germanium, antimony, and tungsten—materials

essential to the defense and technology industries.    

According to an official statement, foreign entities have

been working with Chinese individuals to circumvent

existing restrictions by exploiting regulatory loopholes,

including the use of transshipments through

intermediary countries. Authorities called the

suppression of such smuggling an "imminent and

important task" to prevent the leakage of critical
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materials and preserve the integrity of domestic

industrial supply chains. [Xinhua, in Chinese]

In response, Chinese authorities have called for

enhanced interagency coordination, particularly

between national ministries and customs offices in

Hong Kong and Macau, to strengthen monitoring and

enforcement across regional borders.

Since 2023, China has placed export restrictions on

several minerals crucial to advanced electronics and

weapons manufacturing, citing national security

concerns. These measures have included licensing

requirements and tighter scrutiny for shipments of

metals such as antimony, gallium, and germanium—

elements heavily relied upon by the U.S. defense

sector. In February 2025, China expanded the controls

to include five additional metals, including tungsten,

which is widely used in ammunition production. [South

China Morning Post]

China – Hong Kong: Beijing to be granted

jurisdiction over city’s national security

cases

(dz) Hong Kong authorities have proposed new

subsidiary legislation under Article 23 of the city’s

homegrown national security law to enhance

cooperation with Beijing’s national security office. The

proposal includes establishing a mechanism allowing

mainland China to exercise jurisdiction over certain

national security cases, as outlined in Article 55 of the

Beijing-imposed 2020 law. This would apply to

“complex” cases, particularly those involving foreign

elements. [Legislative Council, Hong Kong]

The Security Bureau’s Legislative Council paper

emphasizes the need for such measures amid ongoing

geopolitical tensions. It calls for Hong Kong

government departments and agencies to provide

"necessary and reasonable assistance" to the Beijing

office when Article 55 is invoked.

Additional proposals include designating premises

linked to the Office for Safeguarding National Security,

established in July 2020, as “prohibited places” to

prevent unauthorized access and espionage.

Further provisions would criminalize disclosing

information about cases handled by the office and

obstructing its personnel in the performance of their

duties—mirroring existing laws protecting police and

public officers. [Hong Kong Free Press] [South China

Morning Post 1] [South China Morning Post 2]
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China – Hong Kong: Media outlet suspends

operations after fraud allegations and

account freeze

(lb) Independent Hong Kong media outlet Channel C

has suspended its operations after the bank account of

its parent company, Artview Media Production Limited,

was frozen amid an ongoing police investigation. The

move follows the mid-April arrest of at least one

company director over allegations of defrauding a

government loan scheme.

The Special 100 percent Loan Guarantee program,

introduced to support companies during the COVID-19

pandemic, is at the center of the probe. Authorities

allege that the firm fraudulently obtained HKD 20

million (USD 2.5 million) through falsified documents.

[Hong Kong Free Press]

Channel C was launched in July 2021 by former staff of

Apple Daily, Hong Kong’s most prominent pro-

democracy outlet that was forced to close in 2021 after

the arrest of the editor-in-chief and four other

executives accused under the Hong Kong national

security law of colluding with foreign forces and of

being accountable for reports calling for foreign

sanctions or hostile actions against Hong Kong and the

central government (see AiR No. 25, June/2021, 4).

China – Hong Kong: Number of approved

applications under professional talent

schemes surge

(lb) The Hong Kong Special Administrative Region

(HKSAR) has seen a sharp rise in successful

applications through two key professional admission

programs, with nearly 90 percent of over 53,000

applicants approved under the Admission Scheme for

Mainland Talents and Professionals in the past two

years. According to Secretary for Labor and Welfare

Chris Sun Yuk-han, roughly 47,000 candidates were

accepted through this scheme, which is primarily

aimed at skilled workers from mainland China.

[Ecns.cn]

Of the professionals admitted under the mainland

talent scheme, 46 percent took short-term roles, while

54 percent entered long-term positions. The largest

share of long-term placements was in business and

trade, followed by financial services, academic

research, and education. The data suggests a targeted
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effort by Hong Kong to strengthen its economic base

by focusing on sectors critical to the city’s global

competitiveness. [Dimsum Daily]

Alongside the mainland scheme, the General

Employment Policy—intended for foreign workers and

Hong Kong returnees—received over 67,000

applications over the same period. Nearly 63,000 were

approved, with the majority of long-term role holders

working in tourism, followed by education and finance.

Notably, 70 percent of approvals under this policy

were for short-term positions, highlighting seasonal or

project-based labor needs. [Dimsum Daily]

Despite these inflows, Hong Kong continues to face

mounting labor shortages across key sectors, with the

gap expected to widen to 180,000 workers by 2028.

According to the Welfare and Labour Bureau, the city is

already lacking around 50,000 workers, particularly in

skilled technical fields such as aircraft maintenance,

construction, and logistics. Compounding the issue is

an aging population—projected to raise the median

age from 48.3 in 2023 to 50.2 by 2028—and a steady

youth exodus in the aftermath of the 2019 pro-

democracy protests, which has significantly shrunk the

city's long-term workforce. [Asia News]

China: Harbor law change in Hong Kong

weakens judicial oversight of reclamation

projects

(lb) Hong Kong’s legislature has approved legal

changes that reduce protections for Victoria Harbor,

paving the way for more land reclamation without

prior court approval. The amendment, passed on May

7 by the territory’s opposition-free Legislative Council,

revises a 1997 law that had long acted as a legal

barrier to reclaiming parts of the iconic waterway. The

original ordinance required government proposals to

meet a strict “overriding public need” test in court

before proceeding.

The new law gives significantly more discretion to the

city’s chief executive and development bureau.

Officials have framed the reform as a move to speed

up small-scale harborfront enhancement projects and

boost public access. According to the development

bureau, the government currently has “no plans for

large-scale reclamation” in Victoria Harbor. [The Straits

Times]

However, environmental groups and legal experts

warn that removing judicial oversight weakens long-

standing checks and balances, arguing that the revised
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law removes key legal safeguards and centralizes

power in the executive branch and warning that the

government could now act as “judge over its own

proposals,” and later profit from reclaimed land. [Radio

Free Asia]

Supporters of the amendment, in return, maintained

that the original thresholds were “too high” and

obstructed urban development. [The Straits Times]

Japan: Prime Minister rejects

consumption tax reduction plans of

opposition

(ad) Prime Minister Shigeru Ishiba has decided against

cutting Japan’s consumption tax rate, despite mounting

calls from opposition parties and some members of his

own ruling Liberal Democratic Party (LDP) to ease the

burden of inflation and U.S. tariffs ahead of the

upcoming Upper House election in July.

Ishiba has communicated his stance to top officials,

citing concerns that a tax cut would limit the

government's fiscal flexibility. In line with this, Chief

Cabinet Secretary Yoshimasa Hayashi emphasized that

the current tax rate—8 percent for food and 10

percent for other goods—is essential for funding

Japan’s heavily burdened social security system,

making a reduction “inappropriate.”

While the Komeito party, LDP's coalition partner, is

advocating for a cut in food-related taxes to support

households, Ishiba has called for further internal

discussions. Meanwhile, the largest opposition party,

the Constitutional Democratic Party of Japan, has

proposed scrapping the consumption tax on food for

one year to address the economic strain on the public

(see AiR No.18, May/2025, 1).

Despite pressure, including from dozens of LDP

lawmakers pushing for stronger fiscal support, Ishiba

remains cautious. With Japan’s fiscal situation already

strained and a third of the national budget going

toward social welfare, the government remains

committed to maintaining the consumption tax as a

stable revenue source.

The LDP and Komeito, which form a minority

government after losing their majority in the election

to the Lower House last October, plan to outline their

economic relief measures ahead of the Upper House

election. [Kyodo News]
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Japan: Ruling coalition plans new

economic measures to offset impact of US

tariffs

(ad) Japan's ruling coalition, consisting of the Liberal

Democratic Party (LDP) and its junior partner Komeito,

agreed on May 7 to consider new economic measures

aimed at easing the impact of U.S. tariffs imposed by

President Donald Trump. They plan to finalize the

package ahead of the House of Councillors election in

July.

During a meeting in Tokyo, LDP Secretary General

Hiroshi Moriyama and Komeito's Makoto Nishida

discussed the need for relief policies while monitoring

ongoing trade talks with the U.S. The government had

already introduced an emergency package last month,

including support for business financing and measures

to boost consumption (see AiR No.17, April/2025, 5).

Komeito is advocating for tax cuts on essentials and

direct cash support to households affected by inflation,

while LDP members remain divided, particularly on

cutting the consumption tax (see article above).

Though Moriyama did not commit to Nishida's

proposals, he acknowledged them.

Both parties also agreed to use about JPY 300 billion

(approximately USD 2 billion) from reserve funds to

help subsidize energy costs this summer. [Kyodo

News]

Japan: Auto sector signals shift with

Mitsubishi Motors moving EV

manufacturing to Taiwan’s Foxconn

(ad) Mitsubishi Motors announced it has signed a

memorandum with Foxtron Vehicle Technologies, a

subsidiary of Taiwan’s Foxconn, to source electric

vehicles for the Australian and New Zealand markets

by the latter half of 2026. The EVs will be manufactured

in Taiwan by Yulon Motor.

This marks a significant shift for Japan’s auto sector,

which traditionally avoids outsourcing production to

non-automotive companies. Mitsubishi also plans to

introduce new EVs in North America by late 2026, using

Nissan’s next-generation Leaf, and will supply Nissan

with one of its plug-in hybrids for the same market.

These steps follow the failure of a proposed alliance

among Honda, Nissan, and Mitsubishi to form the

world’s third-largest car group. While Mitsubishi opted
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out of the merger to retain independence, discussions

among the three companies continue around joint EV

software development.

Industry observers are watching to see if Foxconn's tie-

up with Mitsubishi could extend to Honda and Nissan

as well. [Kyodo News 1]

Toyota projects massive decline in FY 2025 net profit due

to US tariff concerns

Meanwhile, Toyota Motor Corp. announced on May 8

that it expects its net profit for fiscal 2025 to fall by

34.9 percent to JPY 3.1 trillion (around USD 21.6

billion), citing the impact of new U.S. tariffs and a

stronger yen.  

Global vehicle sales for Toyota and its affiliates,

including Hino Motors and Daihatsu, dipped 0.7

percent to 11.01 million units in fiscal 2024 due to a

certification scandal, but still exceeded expectations,

driven by strong demand for hybrid vehicles. For fiscal

2025, Toyota aims to raise global sales to 11.2 million

units. [Kyodo News 2]

Japan: Rice prices reach record high

despite government efforts to increase

supply

(ad) Japan's rice prices have surged to a record average

of JPY 4,233 (USD 29.43) per 5 kilograms—more than

double the price from a year ago—despite government

efforts to boost supply through stockpile releases,

according to the agriculture ministry.

This marks the 17th straight week of rising prices,

highlighting the limited impact of the government's

interventions. In response, Prime Minister Shigeru

Ishiba has directed a top LDP policy official to draft

measures to address the price surge.

The recent spike is attributed to reduced supply from

last summer’s extreme heat and increased demand

driven by a rise in foreign tourists. So far, the

government has released 312,000 tons of rice reserves

to help stabilize the market (see AiR No.16, April/2025,

4). [Japan Today]

Japan: Survey reveals severe shortage of

home-visit nursing care workers
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(ad) A recent survey by the Nippon Careservice Craft

Union has revealed that Japan’s home-visit nursing

care providers are struggling with a serious labor

shortage, forcing many to turn down service requests.

Of over 1,000 care service administrators and

managers surveyed, nearly 90 percent reported

instances since April last year where they had to reject

care requests due to staff shortages. Additionally, over

half said their revenue declined last year, with around

73 percent attributing it primarily to the lack of

caregivers.

The shortage also affected care planning, with 68.3

percent of care managers unable to create necessary

care plans at times. Union officials warned that without

sufficient staffing, nursing-care insurance recipients

may be left without essential services, urging the

government to implement measures to address the

workforce gap and protect the integrity of the system.

[NHK World]

Mongolia: Government advances child

welfare policies and public oversight of

uranium projects

(fs) The government addressed several major policy

issues at its regular meeting on May 7.

Following recommendations from the National Council

for Children, chaired by Prime Minister

Luvsannamsrain Oyun-Erdene, the government has

adopted new decisions to enhance child protection

and development.

Minister of Education P. Naranbayar announced that a

bill will be submitted to regulate the use of social

networks by children under 16, aiming to protect their

mental health and well-being in the digital

environment. The bill has been under consideration

since February this year (see AiR No. 7, February/2025,

3).

Authorities were also tasked with drafting a law to

support families, ensuring access to immediate child

protection services, and equipping local child

development offices with vehicles by 2026. Emphasis

was placed on early health monitoring from pregnancy

through school age and improving hygiene and safety

in educational settings.

Additionally, citizens will be given the opportunity to

vote on the allocation of resources from the Children’s

Fund. [GoGo]
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Separately, the government adopted a resolution to

improve public access to information on uranium

exploration and extraction activities. The decision

responds to growing public concerns over the lack of

transparency and information about mining

operations, particularly those involving uranium.

Measures include the promotion of responsible mining

practices, enhanced independent and continuous

public monitoring, and the allocation of mining

revenues to local development, national wealth, and

savings funds. The resolution also calls for the

establishment of an international-standard laboratory

to monitor radiation and environmental pollution in

air, water, and soil. [Sonin]

Mongolia: Electronic voting explored to

improve overseas voter participation

(fs) The Ministry of Digital Development, Innovation,

and Communications of Mongolia is actively exploring

international practices to introduce electronic voting,

aiming to enhance electoral participation among

Mongolian citizens living abroad.

Following Estonia’s model in 2024, Mongolia is

observing the 2025 general elections in the Philippines

on May 12 (see article in this edition), which employs

an end-to-end verifiable system with blockchain-based

security for 1.2 million overseas voters across 77

countries.

Although overseas voting was introduced in Mongolia

in 2012, participation has remained low due to the

requirement to vote in person at diplomatic missions.

In the 2020 parliamentary elections, only 3,200 of

4,600 registered overseas voters participated. In 2023,

online registration was introduced, leading to 13,095

registrations, yet only 50 percent voted due to

continued reliance on in-person polling. [Montsame]

Mongolia: Government to offset coal

export losses with increased copper and

gold revenues

(fs) Mongolia’s Minister of Finance B. Javhlan has

announced plans to compensate for declining coal

export revenues with increased copper and gold

exports, following a notable drop in the country’s trade

surplus.
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In the first four months of 2025, Mongolia’s foreign

trade surplus fell to USD 683.2 million, the lowest in

three years, due to challenges in coal prices and sales.

According to the General Customs Authority, total

trade turnover reached USD 7.8 billion, a 6.7 percent

decline compared to the same period in 2024.

Coal exports dropped by 10 percent in volume,

reaching 21 million tons, while the value plunged from

over USD 3 billion to USD 1.7 billion. However, in April

alone, coal exports surged to 6.6 million tons, driven by

recent regulatory reforms at the Mongolian Stock

Exchange. The government expects to export 83

million tons of coal in 2025 at an average price of USD

105 per ton. If this target is unmet, authorities plan to

rely on copper and gold exports.

Copper concentrate exports rose by nearly 30 percent

in volume and 60 percent in value in 2025 compared to

the previous year, totaling USD 1.4 billion. Although

the gold export volume declined, record global prices

maintained its export value. Together, copper and gold

may offset half of the USD 1.3 billion coal export

shortfall. [Bloomberg TV]

Future ownership of Kharmagtai copper-gold project

uncertain after deal delay

Meanwhile, Australian-based mineral exploration and

development company Xanadu Mines and Chinese

multinational mining company Zijin Mining have failed

to finalize a deal that would have transferred control of

the Kharmagtai copper-gold project, a significant joint

venture in Mongolia.

Zijin had proposed acquiring a controlling stake,

prompting Xanadu to delay its contractual options

under the original joint venture agreement. However,

Zijin was unable to reach a final decision within the

agreed timeframe, causing its preferential rights to

lapse. Although Zijin has not withdrawn its offer, the

project's ownership structure now remains uncertain.

Xanadu must now proceed with its contingency plan. A

shareholder vote scheduled for June 4 will decide

whether to sell a 25 percent stake to Zijin, which would

exempt Xanadu from further investment obligations

while retaining long-term asset value. If rejected, the

company may seek other financing sources or buyers.

[Bloomberg TV]

The Kharmagtai project is a significant copper-gold

exploration project located in the South Gobi region of

Mongolia's Omnogovi Province, approximately 420km

southeast of Ulaanbaatar. It is considered one of the

largest undeveloped copper-gold deposits globally.
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Jointly owned through Khuiten Metals, a subsidiary of

Xanadu Mines, it has been described as a potential

successor to the Oyu Tolgoi mine, one of the largest

known copper and gold deposits in the world.

Mongolia: Bureaucracy Index shows

improvement, but challenges for

businesses remain

(fs) The Mongolian National Chamber of Commerce

and Industry (MNCCI), with support from the

International Labour Organization, released the

Bureaucracy Index 2024 on May 7, assessing the

challenges businesses face in accessing public services.

The Index recorded a score of 2.85, showing a 4.8

percent improvement compared to 2021. Despite this

progress, the report identified ongoing issues,

including unclear public service information, limited

business participation in policymaking, and

overlapping regulations. [Montsame]

Mongolia: Water project launched to

boost Gobi region’s ecology

(fs) The Government of Mongolia officially launched

the Tsagaan Burgastai–Ongi water complex project,

one of 14 mega projects in its 2024-2028 Action

Program, with the primary objective of restoring the

Ulaan Lake ecosystem. The project seeks to enhance

water management, ecological balance, and social

development through integrated natural resource

planning across the Gobi-Khangai region.

The planned reservoir will hold 65 million cubic meters

of water, supplying safe drinking water to over 29,000

people and 230,000 livestock. The initiative is expected

to reduce infectious diseases by 40 percent and

increase life expectancy by six years. It will also create

over 1,000 jobs during implementation and 130

permanent positions. [Unuudur]

Additionally, the project supports agriculture, mitigates

climate change impacts, and promotes green

infrastructure and eco-tourism. [GoGo]

North Korea: Fourth round of missiles

test-firing in 2025 carried out
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(dql) According to North Korean state media North

Korean leader Kim Jong Un oversaw the country's

latest missile tests, highlighting the need for military

readiness. [KCNA 1]

South Korea’s Joint Chiefs of Staff (JCS) reported that

North Korea fired several short-range ballistic missiles

from near Wonsan in the morning of May 8, which flew

up to 800 km before landing in the Sea of Japan. The

JCS suggested the launches may have been to test

missile exports, though no recipient was named. This

marks the fourth round of missile tests by Pyongyang

this year. [Al Jazeera]

Prior to overseeing the missile tests, Kim ordered a

significant acceleration in artillery shell production,

with state media claiming record-breaking output

levels. During a visit on May 7 to a munitions factory in

Pyongyang, Kim was briefed on intensified efforts to

boost production.

According to state-run Korean Central News Agency

(KCNA), North Korea is now producing artillery shells at

four times its annual average, though specific figures

were not disclosed. [KCNA 2]

U.S. and South Korean officials have accused

Pyongyang of supplying lethal military aid to Russia,

including artillery shells, short-range ballistic missiles,

and up to 12,000 troops. South Korea's National

Intelligence Service estimates North Korea has shipped

thousands of containers—potentially carrying up to six

million shells—to Russia since 2022.

North Korea has been banned from conducting

ballistic missile tests under U.N. sanctions since 2016.

However, it continues to blur the line between artillery

and missile systems, describing 600 mm rounds fired

in March as "artillery rockets"—a claim disputed by

international experts, who identified them as ballistic

missiles based on size and range. [Stars and Stripes]

South Korea: Kim Moon-soo reinstated as

PPP presidential candidate

(kp) Kim Moon-soo, the embattled presidential

nominee of the ruling People Power Party (PPP),

officially launched his campaign on May 12 after

surviving an intense week of political infighting within

his party. The conservative bloc had been deeply

divided over whether to replace Kim with former Prime

Minister Han Duck-soo, a dispute that culminated in an

unprecedented internal vote and legal maneuvers.
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Kim, a former labor minister, kicked off his campaign

at Seoul’s Garak Market, focusing on economic and

livelihood issues. His candidacy was reinstated late on

May 11, following an all-party vote that rejected the

PPP leadership’s attempt to cancel his nomination and

replace him with Han. The reversal came after a

dramatic series of events: Kim’s court injunction to

block the party’s emergency committee meeting was

denied, Han registered as a party member and

candidate during a narrow early-morning window on

May 10, and the party officially announced Han as its

new nominee. However, the vote by PPP members

later that day overturned the leadership’s move. [The

Korea Herald 1]

Party officials confirmed that Kim would remain the

party’s candidate for the June 3 presidential election,

ending what Kim called a “midnight political coup.” The

party’s interim leader, Kwon Young-se, offered to

resign, expressing regret over the party’s failure to

unify its conservative base through political

compromise. Han, for his part, “humbly accepted” the

outcome and wished Kim success.

Despite the resolution, internal rifts remain visible. Kim

had initially supported a unified conservative

candidacy but reversed his position after winning the

primary, arguing that party leadership was attempting

to “forcibly replace” him. He accused the PPP of

engineering a coup and vowed to defend his candidacy

through legal means.

Meanwhile, the PPP leadership argued that Kim’s

lackluster polling against Democratic Party (DP) front-

runner Lee Jae-myung necessitated his replacement.

On May 11, impeached former President Yoon Suk

Yeol publicly called on conservatives to rally behind

Kim, urging party members to move past internal

divisions and praising Han for pledging unity. [Yonhap

News Agency 1][The Korea Herald 2]

In the latest Realmeter poll, Lee continues to dominate

with 52.1 percent support, compared to Kim’s 31.1

percent in a hypothetical three-way race including

minor Reform Party candidate Lee Jun-seok. Despite

trailing, Kim expressed confidence, calling the race

“very dynamic” and insisting that recent intraparty

turmoil had ultimately “strengthened unity” within the

conservative party. [Yonhap News Agency 2]

South Korea: Court postpones Lee Jae-

myung retrial until after election
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(kp) A South Korean appellate court has postponed the

retrial of Democratic Party (DP) presidential candidate

Lee Jae-myung on election law charges until after the

June 3 presidential election. Originally scheduled for

May 15, the first hearing was delayed to June 18 just 40

minutes after Lee’s legal team submitted a request to

reschedule.

The delay follows a May 1 Supreme Court decision

ordering a retrial in Lee’s case over allegedly false

statements made during the 2022 presidential

campaign (see AiR No. 18, May/2025, 1). In response,

Lee’s supporters in the opposition Democratic Party

(DP) and Rebuilding Korea Party (RKP) have accused

the judiciary of election interference. On May 7, both

parties announced plans to hold a hearing for

Supreme Court Chief Justice Jo Hee-de, citing concerns

about political bias.

The RKP pointed to past affiliations of the presiding

judges with figures from former President Yoon Suk-

yeol’s administration, though no formal evidence of

misconduct has been presented. DP lawmaker Park Jie-

won said the party had warned of potential

impeachment proceedings if the hearing was not

delayed.

Critics argue the decision undermines public trust in

the judiciary, especially given the political backdrop

surrounding the case. Legal experts have raised

concerns over the optics of such a rapid reversal, while

pointing to rare legislative pressure directed at the

courts. Some questioned the decision to schedule a

hearing during the official campaign period, while

others believe the court postponed the date to avoid

appearing confrontational toward a leading candidate.

A former judge suggested the court likely

“reconsidered the optics” after public backlash during

the holiday weekend.

If Lee wins the presidency, his trial could be further

delayed due to constitutional protections. Article 84 of

South Korea’s Constitution bars criminal prosecution of

a sitting president except in cases of insurrection or

treason. This legal ambiguity leaves open the

possibility of extended delays or complications in

resolving the case. Observers warn the situation may

erode public faith in the judiciary. [The Chosun Daily]

South Korea: Presidential office raided

over alleged interference by former

president Yoon in Marine death probe
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(kp) The Corruption Investigation Office for High-

ranking Officials (CIO) concluded a second day of raids

on the South Korean presidential office on May 8,

securing key materials related to allegations that

former President Yoon Suk Yeol interfered in a military

investigation into the 2023 death of Marine Cpl. Chae

Su-geun.

The search resumed in the morning following a pause

the previous day to resolve disagreements over the

method and scope of the raid. By 4:30 p.m., the CIO

reported that the operation, which included a search

of the National Security Office, had concluded

smoothly with institutional cooperation.

At the center of the investigation is whether Yoon

played a role in obstructing the Marine Corps' inquiry

into Chae’s death. The 20-year-old conscript drowned

during a search mission in Yecheon after heavy rains in

July 2023. A military probe initially held eight

individuals responsible, including Lim Seong-geun, the

then-commander of the Marine Corps 1st Division, and

moved to refer them to the police on charges such as

negligent homicide.

Former Defense Minister Lee Jong-sup reportedly

approved the investigation results and police handover

plan, but rescinded that decision a day later.

Allegations soon emerged that Yoon had influenced

this reversal.

As part of the raid, the CIO aimed to obtain records of

meetings and entry logs from around July 31, 2023,

when questions about potential presidential

interference began to surface. Investigators presented

a search warrant and said they had acquired necessary

materials through mutual agreement. [The Korea

Herald]

South Korea: Former president Yoon Suk-

yeol appears in public for the first time at

insurrection trial hearing

(kp) Former President Yoon Suk-yeol made his first

public entrance at the Seoul Central District Court on

May 12, appearing for the third hearing in his ongoing

criminal trial on charges of insurrection.

Court authorities had rejected a request from the

Presidential Security Service to again use the

underground route, leading to Yoon’s first public court

appearance since proceedings began. The former

president is accused of leading an insurrection over his

failed attempt to impose martial law in December
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2024. Earlier this month, he was also indicted on

separate charges of abuse of power.

During the May 12 hearing, two military officers were

summoned to testify as witnesses. Yoon's legal

troubles stem from what prosecutors have described

as an attempt to obstruct democratic governance

through the deployment of military forces to block

legislative activity. If convicted of insurrection, Yoon

could face life imprisonment or the death penalty.

[Yonhap News Agency]

South Korea: Nuclear power ranks top in

2024 energy mix

(dql) In 2024, nuclear power became South Korea’s

largest energy source for electricity generation,

accounting for 31.7 percent of the total 595.6 terawatt-

hours (TWh) generated, according to latest data

release by the Ministry of Trade, Industry and Energy.

Gas and coal each contributed 28.1 percent, with coal

losing its top position after 17 years due to eco-friendly

policies and increased nuclear utilization. Renewable

energy generation rose 11.7 percent year-on-year to

63.2 TWh, making up 10.6 percent of the total and

surpassing the double-digit threshold for the first time,

driven by policy support and investment.

The government pledged to further expand zero-

carbon energy sources to meet carbon neutrality goals

and the energy needs of emerging industries like AI

data centers. [Yonhap News Agency] [Chosun Biz]

In a separate announcement, the ministry announced

the launch of a USD 39.5 million public-private

partnership to develop the world’s largest liquefied

hydrogen carrier. Involving major shipbuilders—

Hyundai Heavy Industries, Hanwha Ocean, and

Samsung Heavy Industries—alongside academic and

research institutions, the initiative aims to position the

country as a global leader in high-value shipbuilding.

The project targets the construction of a 2,000 cbm

demonstration ship by 2027, development of a 40,000

cbm vessel by 2032, and commercialization of a

160,000 cbm ship by 2040. The carriers will require

advanced technologies, including ultra-low

temperature storage at -253°C, vacuum insulation, and

hybrid propulsion using hydrogen boil-off gas and fuel

cells.

Currently, the only existing liquefied hydrogen carrier

is a 1,250 cbm Japanese demonstration vessel. South
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Korea’s planned 2,300 cbm ship will be the largest of

its kind and marks a key step in consolidating 43

ongoing R&D projects across 101 organizations under

one national effort. [The Maritime Executive]

South Korea: Korea Hydro & Nuclear

Power Co. brings claim over Barakah

project to International court

(kp) On May 6, Korea Hydro & Nuclear Power Co.

(KHNP) has initiated arbitration proceedings with the

London Court of International Arbitration to resolve a

dispute with its parent company, Korea Electric Power

Corp. (KEPCO), regarding KRW 1.4 trillion (USD 1 billion)

in construction costs tied to the Barakah Nuclear

Power Plant project in the United Arab Emirates (UAE).

KHNP claims the additional costs stemmed from delays

and extra work orders imposed by both the UAE and

KEPCO during the construction of the plant, South

Korea’s first overseas nuclear project, won in 2009

under a KRW 20 trillion (USD 14.3 billion) contract.

KHNP was responsible for operational support

services, while KEPCO served as the main contractor.

While the arbitration proceeds, KHNP said it remains

open to negotiation, but argues it operated under an

independent contract despite being a KEPCO

subsidiary. KEPCO maintains internal settlements

should be addressed only after recouping added costs

from the UAE. [Yonhap News Agency]

South Korea: Government to implement

70 percent of the extra budget within 3

months

(kp) The finance ministry announced on May 8 that

South Korea will implement 70 percent of its recently

approved KRW 13.8 trillion (USD 9.9 billion) extra

budget within three months to support economic

recovery and assist exporters facing global trade

headwinds.

The decision follows the National Assembly’s decision

on May 1 to pass the extra budget aimed at

maximizing the fiscal impact through accelerated

implementation. The budget includes KRW 400 billion

(USD 287 million) in local currency vouchers for small

merchants and KRW 89.8 billion (USD 64.5 million) for

export firms impacted by U.S. protectionist policies.

Starting in June, companies can access export vouchers
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worth KRW 178.6 billion (USD 128.4 million), while a

KRW 4 trillion (USD 2.87 billion) low-interest loan

program will also launch later this month. Small

merchants will be eligible for up to KRW 500,000 (USD

359) in utility and insurance support beginning in July

of this year.

Additionally, to boost its artificial intelligence sector,

the government plans to open bidding in May for a

KRW 1.7 trillion GPU procurement project and will

launch a national large language model development

program this upcoming July as well.

The finance ministry emphasized the urgency of rapid

spending given economic uncertainty tied to U.S. tariffs

and domestic political instability following recent

leadership resignations. It pledged to continue

managing risks and maintaining public confidence

through the current administration’s remainder.

[Yonhap News Agency]

South Korea: LG Electronics breaks ground

on appliance plant in India

(kp) LG Electronics has officially begun construction on

a new KRW 842.9 trillion (USD 600 million) home

appliance factory in Sri City, India, marking a major

expansion of its footprint in one of the world’s fastest-

growing consumer markets. The groundbreaking

ceremony was held May 8 and attended by senior LG

executives and local officials from Andhra Pradesh,

including Human Resources Development Minister

Nara Lokesh and Industry and Commerce Minister

Trumbalam Gooty Gharath.

LG Electronics said the Sri City facility will serve as a

regional manufacturing hub not only for India but also

for neighboring markets including the Middle East,

Bangladesh, and Sri Lanka, with a focus on high-end

products.

Alongside its manufacturing expansion, LG is pursuing

an IPO for its Indian unit, though market volatility tied

to U.S. tariffs has delayed the offering, initially valued

at around KRW 2.1 quadrillion (USD 1.5 billion).

[Yonhap News Agency] [The Korea Herald]

South Korea: Warship defense system

upgraded

(dql) The Defense Acquisition Program Administration

(DAPA), South Korea's arms procurement agency, has
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announced that it has upgraded the Multi Ammunition

Softkill System (MASS) to enhance warship defenses

against advanced anti-ship missiles. The system

protects vessels by deploying decoys that emit smoke

and radar-like signals to mislead incoming threats.

The upgraded version is now capable of launching

more sophisticated decoys to counter missiles with

enhanced target-seeking capabilities.

Initially deployed in 2014, the system was upgraded in

response to the growing sophistication of modern anti-

ship missiles. [Yonhap News Agency]

South Korea: SK Telecom faces billions in

potential losses 

(kp) SK Telecom, South Korea’s largest mobile carrier, is

facing estimated losses of up to KRW 7 trillion (USD 5

billion) over the next three years following a major

data breach that has shaken consumer trust and

triggered mass cancellations, according to CEO Ryu

Young-sang.

The breach, disclosed in April, involved a cyberattack

on the company’s internal Home Subscriber Server

system, leading to the leak of 9.7 gigabytes of sensitive

USIM data affecting all 25 million subscribers, nearly

half of South Korea’s population. The malware attack,

the origin of which remains unconfirmed, has sparked

an exodus of subscribers to rival carriers KT and LG

Uplus. As of last week, over 250,000 users have already

left, with projections that the number could swell to 2.5

million.

The financial toll is expected to be compounded by

pressure to waive early termination fees for affected

customers. If SK Telecom waives the average KRW

100,000 (USD 70) per-user penalty, it could cost the

company KRW 250 billion (USD 180 million) for 2.5

million users alone.

In response to the breach, SK Telecom has suspended

new sign-ups at its 2,600 retail locations and offered

free USIM card replacements to all users. However,

only about 1.07 million customers have completed the

swap due to high demand and supply shortages. The

company aims to procure an additional 10 million

USIM cards by June. To expedite protection, 24.11

million users have enrolled in SK’s USIM Protection

Service, which blocks the use of cloned cards without

requiring physical replacement. Despite mounting

pressure, both Chey and Ryu signaled that the decision

to waive early termination fees is still under review by
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SK Telecom’s board and a newly formed Customer

Trust Restoration Committee. [Yonhap News Agency]

[The Korea Herald]

Taiwan: Taiwan People’s Party chair

signals openness to joint  mayoral bid

with Kuomintang 

(yl) Taiwan People’s Party (TPP) Chair Huang Kuo-chang

has expressed openness to fielding a joint mayoral

candidate with the Kuomintang Party (KMT) for the

2026 New Taipei City election, provided a fair

nomination process is established. During a radio

interview on May 7, Huang emphasized the need for

early preparation, despite calling the election

discussion premature.

KMT officials have also acknowledged the possibility of

collaboration between the two opposition parties,

which hold the majority in the parliament against the

ruling Democratic Progressive Party (DPP), but noted

formal discussions will begin only after key party

personnel issues are resolved.

Speculation around a broader KMT-TPP alliance for

2028 has also resurfaced, including potential

presidential ambitions. [Taiwan News]

Taiwan: Mass recall drives target 30

Kuomintang legislators

(yl) Taiwan has seen a wave of citizen-led recall

initiatives targeting opposition Kuomintang (KMT)

lawmakers in the recent months. Campaigners seeking

to recall lawmakers from the KMT announced that 30

out of 35 recall efforts have surpassed the second-

stage petition threshold, potentially leading to a record

number of recall votes later this summer.

The Central Election Commission is expected to review

petitions in the coming weeks. [Taipei Times]

Taiwan: Foreign offices condemn KMT

chair for Nazi comparison amid recall

investigation tensions

(yl) Foreign representative offices in Taiwan, including

those of Germany, the EU, France, and Israel, issued

rare public statements this week condemning
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Kuomintang Party (KMT) Chairman Eric Chu for

comparing the ruling Democratic Progressive Party

(DPP) rule to that of Nazi Germany. Chu made the

remarks while criticizing recent investigations into

alleged forged signatures used in recall petitions in the

context of which prosecutors raided multiple KMT local

chapters over the past couple of weeks.

The German Institute Taipei described Chu’s

comments as "historically insensitive" and an

inappropriate distortion of the Nazi regime’s atrocities.

The Israeli office also issued a statement denouncing

the trivialization of the Holocaust. In response, Chu

accused foreign governments of interfering in Taiwan’s

domestic affairs and likened the DPP to fascists. [Focus

Taiwan]

Taiwan: Central bank denies U.S. pressure

over currency appreciation

(yl) Taiwan’s central bank governor Yang Chin-long

denied on May 8 that the United States has pressured

Taiwan to allow its currency to appreciate, amid

speculation following a sharp rise in the Taiwan dollar

and comments by his South Korean counterpart. Yang

said the Bank of Korea Governor's remarks were likely

mistranslated, and clarified that no such request had

been made by the U.S.

The Taiwan dollar had risen by 6.21 percent in two

days following the announcement of new U.S. tariffs in

April, fueling concerns that exchange rate shifts were

tied to ongoing Taiwan-U.S. trade talks. Yang attributed

the surge to market speculation, adding that the

central bank has since taken steps to stabilize

expectations. [Focus Taiwan]

Taiwan: Cabinet launches NTD 8.8 billion

cybersecurity program

(yl) The Cabinet has approved a four-year NTD 8.8

billion (USD 290.6 million) cybersecurity development

program aimed at enhancing the country's digital

defense capabilities. The 7th National Cybersecurity

Development Program, set to run from 2025 to 2028,

will focus on protecting critical infrastructure, fostering

cybersecurity talent, and integrating AI-driven early

warning systems.

The initiative targets six key sectors—energy, water,

transportation, communications, healthcare, and
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finance—and seeks to bolster public-private

collaboration, according to the Administration for

Cyber Security. Deputy Digital Affairs Minister Lin Yi-

jing also highlighted the inclusion of Taiwan

Semiconductor Manufacturing Co. (TSMC) in the

program, citing its adoption of a new fab cybersecurity

standard (SEMI E187) developed with the Ministry of

Digital Affairs.

The plan further promotes industry certification

mechanisms and international expansion of Taiwan’s

cybersecurity sector. AI-based proactive defense

systems are being implemented to detect intrusion

patterns and issue real-time alerts. [Focus Taiwan]
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Bangladesh: Door opens for political

purge as ex-prime minister's party faces

sweeping ban

(lm/ms) Bangladesh’s interim government has imposed

a sweeping ban on all activities of the Awami League

(AL), the party of ousted former Prime Minister Sheikh

Hasina, under the Anti-Terrorism Act. Announced on

May 12, the ban follows allegations that the AL

orchestrated atrocities during last year’s mass uprising,

which left over 1,400 people dead, according to a

United Nations Fact-Finding Mission. Hasina fled to

India on August 5 of that year, and most top AL leaders

are now either jailed or in hiding. [The Daily Star 1]
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The ban, which also covers all AL-affiliated

organizations, prohibits political activities, media

appearances, online campaigns, and public gatherings.

It will remain in effect until the International Crimes

Tribunal (ICT) concludes the trials of the AL and its

leaders. In parallel, the Election Commission

suspended the AL’s registration as a political party,

effectively barring it from participating in the upcoming

national elections, expected between January 6 and 9,

2026. Party registration is a legal requirement for

contesting national polls. [Dhaka Tribune 1] [The Daily

Star 2]

The government maintains that the ban is necessary to

protect national security and prevent further violence;

thus, the ruling interim administration does not

anticipate negative international reactions to the ban.

[Dhaka Tribune 2]

This marks the first time the ICT, originally established

to try war crimes from the 1971 Liberation War, will

prosecute a political party under newly amended

legislation. A special meeting of the Council of

Advisers, led by Chief Adviser Muhammad Yunus,

approved both the ban and amendments to the

International Crimes (Tribunals) Act, formally allowing

the tribunal to try political parties and affiliated

organizations for crimes against humanity. The new

legal provisions also empower the ICT to suspend,

prohibit, or dissolve political parties found guilty of

such crimes. [The Daily Star 3]

To expedite proceedings, the government established

a second tribunal, ICT-2, chaired by a former High

Court Justice. This move follows frustration over delays

in handling the 22 pending cases and over 339

complaints filed related to last year’s violence. Legal

amendments are also underway to allow convicted

political parties to face political bans of up to ten years.

[bdnews24.com] [The Daily Star 4]

The government also announced it would finalize and

publish the July Declaration within 30 working days.

The July Declaration is a political manifesto drafted

during last year’s mass anti-government protests,

outlining demands for structural reforms, greater

social justice, and an end to authoritarian governance.

Protesters have since demanded its formal adoption as

a guiding document for political and institutional

reforms.

The political response remains divided. The National

Citizen Party (NCP), which emerged earlier this year

from two key student-led protest organizations, and

several Islamist parties welcomed the ban, organizing

“victory processions” across Dhaka. Supporters of both
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groups had notably intensified their protests in the

days leading up to the interim government’s decision

to ban AL activities. [Dhaka Tribune 3] [BSS News]

By contrast, senior leaders of the Bangladesh

Nationalist Party (BNP), the main opposition party to

the AL, criticized the ban, arguing that banning political

parties is not a democratic solution and warning that

the same logic could one day be used against the BNP.

[The Daily Star 5]

Bangladesh: Tribunal investigation brings

five charges against ex-prime minister

over uprising atrocities

(lm) The investigation agency of Bangladesh’s

International Crimes Tribunal (ICT) has submitted its

probe report accusing ousted former Prime Minister

Sheikh Hasina and two former top officials of

committing crimes against humanity during the July

2024 uprising, which prompted Hasina to flee to

neighboring India in early August. The ICT, originally

established in 2010 during Hasina’s own tenure to

prosecute war crimes from the 1971 Liberation War,

has since the change in government expanded its

mandate to address crimes against humanity

committed in the present day.

According to the investigation, over 1,500 people were

killed, more than 25,000 injured, and countless others

subjected to torture and inhumane treatment. The

report names Hasina as the mastermind and superior

commander behind the atrocities, bringing five formal

charges against her, former Home Minister

Asaduzzaman Khan Kamal, and former Inspector

General of Police Chowdhury Abdullah Al-Mamun.

The charges stem from systematic acts of violence

against peaceful protesters during the mass anti-

government demonstrations. According to the ICT

Chief Prosecutor, Hasina incited violence during a July

14 press conference, where she labeled the protesting

students as "children of Razakars," a historical term

used for collaborators of the Pakistani military during

the 1971 Liberation War. This incitement allegedly

prompted state forces, as well as armed groups

affiliated with the Awami League, to attack

demonstrators.

The second charge accuses Hasina of issuing direct

orders to state forces to use deadly weapons,

helicopters, drones, and armored personnel carriers to

suppress the protests. Recorded phone conversations
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reportedly capture her instructing state agencies to

“eliminate” protesters.

The remaining three charges involve specific incidents

of killings, torture, and mass violence that investigators

claim were carried out under her directives. The report

also details systematic violence against women and

children, including the burning of bodies—some with

living individuals—and orders preventing hospitals

from treating the wounded, resulting in avoidable

amputations and deaths.

Hasina faces two other ICT cases related to enforced

disappearances, extrajudicial killings, and her alleged

involvement in the 2013 crackdown on Hefazat-e-Islam

at Shapla Chattar—a violent state-led suppression of a

mass rally by the conservative Islamic group Hefazat-e-

Islam, which left dozens dead and hundreds injured.

Former Home Minister Asaduzzaman Khan remains at

large, while ex-IGP Al-Mamun is currently in custody.

[Dhaka Tribune] [The Daily Star]

Bangladesh: Supreme Court to decide

whether deregistered Islamist party can

reenter politics

(lm) Bangladesh’s Supreme Court was set to resume its

high-profile hearing on May 13 to determine whether

Jamaat-e-Islami, the country’s largest Islamist political

party, can regain its electoral registration and reenter

the political system. The ruling will have significant

implications for Jamaat’s future political participation,

following years of legal and political uncertainty.

Jamaat-e-Islami lost its registration in 2013 after the

High Court ruled that its charter violated the

constitution, a decision prompted by a 2009 petition

filed by the Bangladesh Tariqat Federation, a Sufi-

oriented political party advocating moderate Islamic

values. Despite the High Court ruling, the Election

Commission only formally canceled Jamaat’s

registration in October 2018, ahead of the 11th

national election.

Although Jamaat appealed the verdict, the case was

dismissed in November 2024 due to the absence of its

lead counsel. The Supreme Court later revived the

appeal, with hearings resuming in March 2025 and

now continuing in May.

This case comes amid a period of heightened political

sensitivity. In August 2024, the former government of

ousted Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina imposed a

temporary ban on Jamaat-e-Islami and its student
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wing, Bangladesh Islami Chhatra Shibir, under Section

18(1) of the Anti-Terrorism Act. Although the ban was

lifted less than a month later following Hasina’s

removal from power, the episode highlighted Jamaat’s

precarious legal and political standing. [Dhaka Tribune]

[The Daily Star 1] [The Daily Star 2]

Bangladesh: Interim leader pushes for

second phase of political reforms amid

opposition concerns

(lm) Bangladesh’s interim leader, Chief Adviser

Muhammad Yunus, has directed the National

Consensus Commission (NCC), established to

coordinate national reforms through dialogue with

political parties and civil society, to finalize the action

plan for the second phase of political dialogue without

delay, following positive responses from 35 of 39

invited political parties. The next phase of discussions

is expected to begin on May 15, focusing on critical

reforms proposed by commissions covering the

constitution, electoral system, and political

accountability. [The Daily Star 1]

Despite these efforts, the political climate remains

tense, with the main opposition Bangladesh Nationalist

Party (BNP) repeatedly criticizing the interim

government for using reform talks as a delaying tactic.

The BNP insists that free and fair elections remain the

only legitimate path to establishing a truly

representative and accountable government.

More recently, leaders have expressed growing

skepticism about the interim government's ability to

govern effectively. BNP Secretary General Mirza

Fakhrul Islam Alamgir argued that unelected

bureaucrats loyal to the previous administration

continue to dominate key government institutions,

including the judiciary and civil service. He emphasized

that reforms should not delay elections, warning that

prolonged caretaker rule risks entrenching non-

democratic actors. [The Daily Star 2]

BNP acting chairman Tarique Rahman echoed these

concerns, citing recent incidents—including the

sudden departure of former president Abdul Hamid

without apparent government knowledge—as signs of

administrative weakness. He warned that the interim

government risks losing public trust by delaying

reforms under the pretext of building consensus and

potentially facilitating safe passage for political elites of

the former regime. [The Daily Star 3]
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Bangladesh: Two new political platforms

emerge from last year’s student-led

protests

(lm) A new political alliance named July Unity—named

in reference to last year’s student-led uprising that led

to the ouster of former Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina—

has been launched in Bangladesh, demanding the

judicial prosecution and formal banning of the Awami

League, Hasina’s long-ruling political party. The

platform unites over 35 political, social, and cultural

organizations.

The group is calling for constitutional protection for

participants in the July uprising and accountability for a

series of violent incidents, including the Shapla Chattar

crackdown (a 2013 military operation against Islamist

protesters that reportedly left dozens dead), the

Pilkhana massacre (a 2009 mutiny by border guards

that resulted in the killing of 74 people, including army

officers), and a broader pattern of enforced

disappearances, extrajudicial killings, and systemic

corruption over the past 15 years. [Dhaka Tribune]

Parallel to this development, a separate new political

platform, United Peoples Bangladesh (UP Bangladesh),

was launched on May 9. Composed of 82 members,

including former leaders of Islami Chhatra Shibir—the

student wing of the Jamaat-e-Islami known for its

conservative Islamist ideology—and the Jatiya Nagarik

Committee, a civic platform historically aligned with

anti-government protest movements, UP Bangladesh

is also calling for justice for victims of the July uprising

and a permanent ban on the AL. Leaders of the

platform declared that their political journey is rooted

in the July uprising and pledged to become a

mainstream political party after forming district and

sub-district-level committees. [The Daily Star]

Bangladesh: Interim government to form

Truth and Reconciliation Commission

(lm) Bangladesh’s interim government plans to

establish a Truth and Reconciliation Commission to

promote national unity and address past crimes

against humanity. Law Adviser Asif Nazrul announced

the plan during a consultation on the second draft of

the "Enforced Disappearance Prevention and

Remedies Ordinance, 2025," stating that he and the

Chief Justice would soon visit South Africa to study the

country’s model for transitional justice. The draft

ordinance introduces stricter laws to prevent enforced

disappearances and related abuses, while the
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proposed commission would help demonstrate that

perpetrators are excluded from society’s core values.

[The Daily Star]

Bangladesh: Government to request UN

review of media failures under former

Awami League rule

(lm) Bangladesh’s interim government will formally

request the United Nations to conduct an independent

expert review of how journalism and state institutions

failed during the 15 years of Awami League rule under

ousted former Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina, who fled

to neighboring India in early August last year.

The review will focus on media complicity in

suppressing information related to human rights

abuses and political violence during that period. The

request will also address state-sanctioned extrajudicial

killings, including those justified under

counterterrorism operations and violent crackdowns.

These include the post-Sayedee verdict unrest in 2013,

when protests erupted nationwide following the

conviction of a senior leader of the country’s largest

Islamist party, Jamaat-e-Islami, for war crimes, and the

crackdowns on Hefazat-e-Islam, a conservative Islamic

group violently suppressed after staging mass protests

demanding religious reforms.

Responding to concerns about media freedom under

the current interim government, officials assured that

journalists remain free to report on government

shortcomings and will not face shutdowns or reprisals

but urged the media to avoid spreading falsehoods.

Addressing the growing spread of misinformation, the

government called on private organizations to lead

fact-checking initiatives while confirming that

regulatory measures are under consideration to

counter disinformation on platforms such as YouTube,

Facebook, and TikTok.

Officials also highlighted renewed efforts to resolve the

2012 murder case of journalist couple Sagar Sarowar

and Meherun Runi, a high-profile case that remains

unsolved despite repeated public outcry and failed

investigations under the previous administration. [The

Daily Star]

Bangladesh: Anti-Corruption Commission

investigates graft allegations in power

sector
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(lm) Bangladesh’s Anti-Corruption Commission (ACC)

has launched an investigation into widespread

allegations of corruption in the country’s power sector,

seeking detailed information on 172 power plants.

Letters requesting the information have been sent to

the Power Development Board (PDB), the state agency

responsible for the generation, transmission, and

distribution of electricity in Bangladesh, and other

relevant agencies.

The investigation centers on allegations against former

State Minister for Power Nasrul Hamid, who is accused

of accepting bribes, approving projects to benefit

family members, illegally occupying government land,

and embezzling funds through fictitious projects.

According to the complaint, the power sector saw

expenditures of USD 28.3 billion (BDT 4 trillion) over

the past 15 years, with an estimated BDT 1 trillion (USD

8.2 billion) allegedly misappropriated through so-called

“capacity charges,” payments made to power

producers regardless of actual electricity generation.

[The Daily Star]

Bangladesh: Western envoys urge

government to prioritize labor reform and

accountability

(lm) Top Western diplomats and representatives of the

International Labour Organization (ILO) have urged

Bangladesh’s interim government to keep labor reform

and accountability at the forefront of its political and

economic agenda. The call came during a high-level

meeting at the Chief Adviser’s Office on May 12,

reviewing the past eight months of reform progress

and outlining the government’s roadmap ahead.

Envoys from the United States, United Kingdom,

Canada, the European Union, and the ILO stressed that

labor reforms must continue regardless of political

changes, noting their direct implications for

Bangladesh’s LDC graduation, global trade access, and

future tariff considerations.

The government’s special envoy for international

affairs presented a summary of reform efforts since

July 2024, highlighting progress in addressing politically

motivated legal cases from the now-ousted

administration of ex-Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina,

strengthening dispute resolution mechanisms, and

improving the capacity of labor inspectors. He

emphasized that labor rights are now directly tied to

Bangladesh’s market access and trade relations,

https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-shtykg-l-ui/


including with the U.S. under President Trump’s tariff

agenda.

The special envoy also reaffirmed the government’s

commitment to the ILO roadmap, calling it not just a

guideline but a binding commitment to improving

labor conditions.

Western envoys welcomed the momentum but urged

further tangible improvements, including the quick

finalization of draft labor legislation. EU Ambassador

Michael Miller warned that labor reforms would

influence continued access to EU markets, while British

and Canadian envoys stressed that sustainable labor

standards are critical as Bangladesh prepares for its

transition out of Least Developed Country (LDC) status.

The ILO’s country director noted that the updated

Bangladesh Labour Act is close to completion and

emphasized that the reforms must deliver long-term

protections for workers. [The Daily Star]

Bangladesh: Nearly 19 million people at

risk of displacement by 2050 due to

climate change

(lm) Without effective mitigation and adaptation

measures, around 19 million people in Bangladesh

face the risk of displacement by 2050 as a result of

slow-onset climate disasters, according to discussions

at a recent workshop on internal displacement due to

climate change.

The event reviewed Bangladesh’s national strategy on

climate-induced displacement, first presented at the

United Nations Climate Conference (COP26) in 2021.

While the strategy is already being implemented in

some areas, participants stressed the need for

dedicated government resources to support its full

implementation.

Bangladesh is also working to develop a standardized

template for the Climate Vulnerable Forum (CVF) to

help other member countries prepare their own

national strategies for managing internal

displacement.

Officials called for improved housing, access to safe

drinking water, sanitation facilities, education, and

employment opportunities for displaced populations,

particularly those affected by river erosion and other

climate-induced disasters. The government plans to

review and finalize the strategy and its accompanying

action plan by June. [The Daily Star]
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Bangladesh: Interim government and IMF

break deadlock over loan tranches

(lm) Bangladesh’s government and the International

Monetary Fund (IMF) have reached a preliminary

agreement on the exchange rate issue that had

delayed the release of the fourth and fifth tranches of

a USD 4.7 billion loan program.

The IMF had pushed for a 10 percent fluctuation band

under a proposed "crawling peg" exchange rate system

—an approach that allows gradual adjustments of the

exchange rate within a controlled range to avoid sharp

currency devaluations—while Bangladesh’s central

bank preferred a narrower 2-3 percent range. Both

sides have now agreed on a compromise band of 5 to

6 percent, clearing the way for the IMF Board to

approve USD 1.3 billion in disbursements later this

month.

The government has also requested a USD 1 billion

stabilization fund from the IMF to manage foreign

exchange volatility under the more flexible system.

This fund would act as a buffer to offset large, irregular

foreign exchange transactions that could destabilize

the currency.

In parallel, the two sides reached consensus on

revenue reforms, agreeing to raise an additional USD

3.4 billion in taxes in the upcoming fiscal year,

equivalent to 0.7 percent of GDP. Final approval of the

loan tranches is expected following ongoing virtual

discussions. [The Daily Star]

Bangladesh: Shrinking foreign aid

threatens development programs

(lm) The declining flow of foreign aid to Bangladesh is

jeopardizing critical development programs,

particularly those aimed at supporting marginalized

communities, according to experts at a recent

roundtable in Dhaka.

Foreign assistance dropped from approximately USD 1

billion in 2020 to USD 655 million last year, a decrease

of nearly 12 percent year-on-year. This funding

shortfall is already disrupting essential services in

primary healthcare and social protection, especially in

underserved urban and rural areas. Without

immediate action, the country risks widening
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inequality, rising poverty, and declining public trust in

development initiatives.

With Bangladesh set to graduate from the least-

developed country (LDC) bracket, experts stressed the

need for structural reforms and innovative financing

mechanisms. Recommendations included expanding

public-private partnerships, utilizing government-

monitored zakat funds, promoting youth-led initiatives

for resource monitoring, and introducing a dedicated

budget of approximately USD 85 million to support

rights-based development.

They also called for a national corporate social

responsibility (CSR) policy, improved digital and

governance reforms, and better implementation of tax

expenditure monitoring to redirect private sector tax

benefits toward grassroots organizations. [The Daily

Star]

Bangladesh: Remittance crosses USD 25

billion this fiscal year, breaking all records

(lm) Bangladesh’s remittance inflow surpassed USD 25

billion in the first ten months and eleven days of the

current fiscal year, setting a new record. Between July

last year and May 11, the country received USD 25.45

billion, marking a 28 percent increase year-on-year.

The previous record stood at USD 24.77 billion in fiscal

year 2020–21.

The surge is attributed to a narrowing gap between

official and informal exchange rates, stricter controls

on money laundering, and a renewed sense of

patriotism among expatriates. Since August 2024,

monthly remittance inflows have consistently risen,

with a record USD 3.29 billion received in March alone.

This spike is helping stabilize Bangladesh’s foreign

currency reserves, which stood at USD 20.3 billion as of

May 7. The official exchange rate currently ranges from

BDT 121 to BDT 122.50 per USD, while the informal

market offers BDT 123 to BDT 124.50 per USD. The

central bank has also ended direct dollar support to

banks, encouraging them to source foreign currency

independently, further strengthening remittance flows

through formal channels. [The Daily Star]

Bangladesh: RMG sector expected to

remain competitive despite potential

tariff hikes
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(lm) Bangladesh’s ready-made garment (RMG) sector is

expected to maintain its competitiveness even if U.S.

tariffs rise under President Donald Trump’s new

reciprocal trade measures, according to assessments

presented at the 18th Bangladesh Denim Expo in

Dhaka. Industry representatives highlighted

Bangladesh’s large-scale production capacity as a key

factor that continues to attract major global clothing

brands, despite growing competition in supply chains.

While countries such as China and Vietnam are facing

higher U.S. tariffs and others like India, Pakistan,

Kenya, Jordan, and Egypt have lower rates, these

competitors lack the production scale needed to

handle large-volume orders. Experts emphasized that

Bangladesh’s competitive advantage lies not only in

tariff rates but also in its ability to meet global demand

efficiently.

To strengthen its position, Bangladesh is advised to

focus more on sustainable and recycled products,

which are gaining traction in the global market. Despite

uncertainty over final U.S. tariff rates, it is anticipated

that Bangladesh will remain a viable sourcing

destination even if tariffs rise significantly.

Bangladesh has already emerged as the fastest-

growing apparel exporter to the U.S., recording a year-

on-year growth of 26.64 percent in the first quarter of

2025, outpacing India, Pakistan, Vietnam, and China.

[The Daily Star]

Bangladesh: Interim government declares

self-sufficiency in rice production

(lm) Bangladesh has achieved self-sufficiency in rice

production, meeting the country’s annual demand of 3

million tons entirely through domestic output.

However, despite the success in rice production,

Bangladesh remains heavily dependent on wheat

imports, producing only 1 million tons domestically

while importing an additional 6 million tons to meet

consumption needs. [The Daily Star]

Bangladesh: Foreign investment of USD

800 million secured for container terminal

(ms) The Bangladesh Investment Development

Authority (BIDA) has announced a foreign investment

of USD 800 million for the expansion of the Laldia

container terminal in Chittagong, significantly
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surpassing the country’s annual average foreign direct

investment (FDI).

The project will be implemented under a public-private

partnership (PPP) and a government-to-government

agreement based on the Build-Operate-Transfer (BOT)

model. The expansion is intended to transform Laldia

into a green port facility and create large-scale

employment, particularly in the Chittagong region.

[Dhaka Tribune]

Bangladesh: Elon Musk’s internet provider

receives 90-day waiver to operate without

local gateway

(lm) Starlink, the satellite-based internet provider

founded by Elon Musk, has received a 90-day waiver

from Bangladesh's Telecommunication Regulatory

Commission (BTRC) to supply internet bandwidth

directly from abroad, bypassing the requirement for a

local gateway. The waiver was granted after Starlink

requested temporary relief, citing its inability to

establish a local gateway within the government’s 90-

day target for launching services.

While the waiver allows Starlink to begin trial

operations, it remains uncertain whether full

commercial services can commence without complying

with the country’s requirement to route internet traffic

through local gateways and International Internet

Gateways (IIG).

Starlink was officially licensed to operate in Bangladesh

on April 29 under new satellite internet guidelines

issued in March. [The Daily Star]

Bangladesh: Police banned from carrying

lethal weapons, committee formed to

restructure elite force

(lm) Bangladesh’s interim government has decided to

ban regular police personnel from carrying lethal

weapons and has formed a committee to review the

future of the country’s elite paramilitary force, the

Rapid Action Battalion (RAB). The decisions were made

during a meeting of the Advisory Council Committee

on Law and Order, as part of efforts to address long-

standing concerns over human rights abuses by

security forces.
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Under the new policy, only specialized police units,

such as the Armed Police Battalion, will be permitted

to carry lethal arms, while regular police will be limited

to non-lethal equipment. A separate committee will

review current police firearm policies and recommend

further reforms.

The restructuring of RAB, a force established in 2004

and composed of personnel from the police and

military services, was also a key topic. While RAB has

played a prominent role in anti-crime and

counterterrorism operations, it has faced repeated

allegations of extrajudicial killings, torture, and

enforced disappearances, leading to international

criticism and U.S. sanctions against some of its former

officials.

The restructuring committee will examine whether RAB

should retain its name, uniform, and operational

structure. The committee is headed by retired

Lieutenant General Abdul Hafiz, a special assistant to

the chief adviser, and initially includes five members,

with the option to expand if required. [The Daily Star]

[BSS News]

Bangladesh: Executive magistracy powers

for armed forces extended by two more

months

(lm) The Bangladeshi interim government has

extended special executive magistracy powers for

designated officers of the armed forces for another

two months, marking the fifth consecutive extension of

this emergency authority since its initial approval in

September 2024 following the ouster of ex-Prime

Minister Sheikh Hasina in early August of the same

year.

The special authority allows commissioned officers at

the rank of captain or higher in the army, navy, and air

force—as well as equivalent officers in the Coast Guard

and Border Guard Bangladesh (BGB)—to exercise

powers under the Code of Criminal Procedure. [The

Daily Star]

Bhutan: All local administrative officer

positions to be filled by end of May

(lm) Bhutan’s Ministry of Home Affairs announced that

all vacant positions for local administrative officers—

known as Gewog Administrative Officers (GAOs)—will
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be filled by the end of May 2025. These officers

oversee village block administrations (gewogs),

handling local development, public services, and

administrative tasks under elected leaders. Eighteen

gewogs have lacked GAOs for over a year, affecting

local governance. [Kuensel]

Bhutan: Government considers extending

loan deferment for struggling sectors

(lm) With the fourth phase of Bhutan’s monetary relief

measures set to end on June 30, 2025, the Ministry of

Finance has opened discussions with the central bank

(Royal Monetary Authority, RMA) and the Financial

Institutions Association of Bhutan (FIAB) to assess a

possible extension of the loan deferment facility for

sectors still facing economic hardship.

Bhutan’s Finance Secretary announced that sectors

such as hospitality, tourism, manufacturing, services,

trade, and commerce continue to face challenges

despite the reopening of international travel. A

particular area of concern is the hotel and tourism

sector, which accounts for BTN 13 billion (USD 156

million) out of the total BTN 33 billion (USD 396 million)

in loans currently under deferment.

In March, the Hotel and Restaurant Association of

Bhutan appealed for a one-year extension of the loan

deferment and proposed several relief measures,

including concessional repayment schemes and a

rescheduling of accrued interest. The association also

suggested a three-year extension of tax holidays to

mitigate pandemic-related losses.

The Bhutan Chamber of Commerce and Industry (BCCI)

echoed these concerns, warning that continuous

deferments are unsustainable but necessary given the

precarious state of the private sector. The BCCI

President stressed that without adequate support, the

risk of defaults—particularly in the hotel sector—could

trigger financial instability.

The RMA has instructed financial institutions to

independently assess sectoral risks and prioritize loan

disbursements accordingly after the relief program

concludes. As of now, nearly 6,000 customers are

benefiting from deferred loans, with the majority

concentrated in the tourism, housing, and

manufacturing sectors. [Kuensel]
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Bhutan: Healthcare professionals urge

private sector role amid growing strain on

public system

(lm) Healthcare professionals in Bhutan are

increasingly calling for regulated private sector

participation to ease mounting pressure on the

country’s free public health system, which is struggling

with long wait times, staff shortages, and rising patient

demand.

Despite the pride in Bhutan’s principle of free public

healthcare – seen as a royal gift – doctors and nurses

warn that the system cannot keep pace with growing

health needs, and patients who can afford it often seek

treatment abroad, leading to lost national revenue.

Professionals suggest adopting hybrid models similar

to Thailand and Singapore, which allow public doctors

to provide private services after hours and introduce

schemes that subsidize private care for citizens.

[Kuensel]

India: Military strikes against Pakistan

spark rare unity but reignites political

blame game

(kb) Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi delivered his

first official statement on May 8 following the launch of

Operation Sindoor, a military campaign carried out a

day earlier involving multiple missile strikes on targets

in Pakistan and Pakistan-administered Kashmir. The

operation was presented as a retaliatory response to

the April 22 terrorist attack in Indian-administered

Kashmir, which New Delhi blames on Pakistan—an

accusation Islamabad has firmly denied. [Al Jazeera]

An all-party meeting chaired by Defense Minister

Rajnath Singh was held to discuss the operation, with

senior main opposition Indian National Congress (INC)

leaders Rahul Gandhi and Mallikarjun Kharge in

attendance. Opposition leaders expressed full support

for the government’s decision to carry out the strikes.

This marks a significant shift from the political

response to the 2019 Balakot airstrikes, when the

opposition criticized the government for allegedly

politicizing the military’s actions following the Pulwama

attack that killed 40 Indian soldiers.

During the meeting, there was consensus that the

government should intensify efforts to counter anti-

national propaganda, particularly on social media, to
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prevent the spread of disinformation during times of

heightened national security concerns. [India Today]

However, just two days later, on May 10, the Indian

National Congress (INC) accused the ruling Bharatiya

Janata Party (BJP) of politicizing national security

through a controversial social media post. The post

praised the Modi government for its decisive response

to terrorism while criticizing the previous United

Progressive Alliance (UPA) government’s alleged

“passivity” during past terror attacks.

The BJP’s video referenced the 2005 Delhi blasts and

the 2008 Mumbai attacks, contrasting the UPA’s

response with Modi’s hardline stance. Senior Congress

leaders condemned the post as a “petty attempt to

divide us politically” and urged the BJP to delete it,

warning that such messaging undermines national

unity at a critical time. [The Indian Express]

India: Supreme Court initiates removal

process against sitting judge over cash

recovery allegations

(lm) Chief Justice of India Sanjiv Khanna has formally

recommended the removal of Justice Yashwant Varma

after a three-member inquiry panel found credibility in

allegations that cash was recovered from his

residence. Despite being asked to resign, Justice Varma

refused.

The CJI has forwarded the inquiry report and Justice

Varma’s written response to President Droupadi

Murmu and Prime Minister Narendra Modi, initiating

the constitutional process for his removal. The inquiry

panel, comprising the chief justices of the Punjab and

Haryana High Court and Himachal Pradesh High Court,

and a senior judge from the Karnataka High Court, was

formed in March following a fire at his residence,

which led to the discovery of the cash.

Justice Varma, previously serving at the Delhi High

Court, took his oath at the Allahabad High Court on

April 5. [The Indian Express]

India: Supreme Court declines to compel

states to implement National Education

Policy

(lm) India’s Supreme Court on May 9 declined to issue

a directive compelling states to adopt the National
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Education Policy (NEP) 2020, emphasizing that while it

can intervene if a state’s actions or inaction violate

fundamental rights, it cannot force a state to adopt a

particular policy under Article 32 of the Constitution.

The court clarified that whether or not states adopt the

NEP is a "vexed issue" and ultimately a matter of policy

choice. However, it left the door open for intervention

in future proceedings if fundamental rights are shown

to be impacted by state policies regarding education.

The NEP 2020, introduced by the central government,

is a comprehensive reform framework aimed at

overhauling India’s education system. It promotes

holistic, multidisciplinary learning, flexibility in subject

choices, and the introduction of regional languages

alongside Hindi and English, but has faced criticism for

perceived centralization and language imposition,

particularly from states like Tamil Nadu. [The Indian

Express]

India: Parliamentary panel demands

action against social media platforms

after terror attack

(lm) In the aftermath of the April 22 terror attack in

Indian-administered Kashmir, which left 26 people

dead, Indian authorities have intensified efforts to curb

what they describe as anti-national activities, both

online and offline.

On May 6, security forces in Jammu and Kashmir

detained a journalist under preventive measures,

accusing him of spreading secessionist sentiment

through social media platforms. According to police,

the journalist used his accounts to portray Kashmiris

as victims of systemic extermination and to incite

public resentment. Authorities also allege that he was

in contact with foreign-based individuals suspected of

coordinating disruptive activities. [The Indian Express

1]

At the national level, the Parliamentary Standing

Committee on Communications and Information

Technology has asked the Ministry of Electronics and IT

and the Ministry of Information and Broadcasting to

provide detailed reports on planned actions against

social media platforms and influencers allegedly

“working against national interest.” The committee

requested that any contemplated measures under the

Information Technology Act, 2000, and the Information

Technology (Intermediary Guidelines and Digital Media

Ethics Code) Rules, 2021, be submitted by May 8. [The

Indian Express 2]
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India: Supreme Court overturns order

requiring Wikipedia to remove content on

defamation case

(lm) The Supreme Court of India on May 9 set aside a

2024 Delhi High Court order that had directed

Wikipedia to delete a page detailing the defamation

case filed by news agency Asian News International

(ANI) against the Wikimedia Foundation. The disputed

page, titled Asian News International vs Wikimedia

Foundation, included coverage of the court hearings

and comments made by the presiding judge.

The bench ruled that it is not the judiciary’s role to

instruct the media on content removal, emphasizing

that both the judiciary and the media are essential

pillars of democracy. The Court highlighted that open

observation and public debate are essential for

institutional reform and should be welcomed, even on

ongoing court matters.

The Delhi High Court had previously argued that the

Wikipedia page in question amounted to interference

in court proceedings and violated the sub judice

principle. [The Indian Express]

India: Major anti-Maoist insurgency

operation abruptly halted

(lm) A large-scale anti-insurgency offensive involving

over 28,000 security personnel— including the elite

Commando Battalion for Resolute Action (CoBRA),

Central Reserve Police Force (CRPF), and state police

forces—was abruptly called off after 20 days despite

reports of significant Maoist casualties.The operation,

launched on April 21 in the Karegutta hills along the

Chhattisgarh-Telangana border, targeted the top

leadership of the outlawed Communist Party of India

(Maoist) and aimed to dismantle its elite armed wing,

the People’s Liberation Guerrilla Army (PLGA) Battalion

1.

Officials confirmed at least 19 Maoists were killed

during the offensive, including an estimated 15 in the

final days before the mission was halted. Unofficial

sources suggest the true death toll may be higher and

include senior Maoist commanders, although the

recovery of bodies has been hindered by the region’s

dense forests and difficult terrain.
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Security forces also recovered over 400 improvised

explosive devices (IEDs), two tons of explosive

materials, 40 weapons, and destroyed several Maoist

bunkers stocked with explosives, rations, and medical

supplies. Despite these tactical successes, the

operation—considered critical for meeting the Union

Home Ministry’s March 2026 deadline to end Naxalism,

India’s decades-old far-left insurgency rooted in Maoist

ideology and primarily active in the country’s tribal and

underdeveloped regions—was halted without any

official explanation.

So far in 2025, Indian forces have killed 146 Maoists in

Chhattisgarh, including 129 in the Bastar region alone.

This follows a record toll of 219 Maoists killed in 2024,

underlining the government’s sustained pressure on

the decades-old insurgency. [The Indian Express 1]

[The Indian Express 2]

India: Prime Minister calls for

strengthened national security

coordination

(lm) One day after India conducted missile strikes

targeting militant positions in Pakistan-administered

Kashmir and Pakistan, Prime Minister Narendra Modi

chaired a high-level meeting on May 8 with senior

government officials to review national security

preparedness and institutional resilience.

Emphasizing the need for “fool-proof functioning” of

essential systems, Modi directed Secretaries of key

ministries—including Defence, Home Affairs, External

Affairs, Information and Broadcasting, Power, Health,

and Telecommunications—to undertake

comprehensive reviews of their operational readiness.

He called for seamless coordination among ministries,

state authorities, and ground-level institutions to

ensure civil defense mechanisms are strengthened

and critical infrastructure remains secure.

The meeting also addressed strategies to counter

misinformation and fake news, which officials

identified as key challenges during ongoing national

security developments. Modi stressed the importance

of emergency response planning and maintaining clear

internal communication protocols, reaffirming the

government’s commitment to operational

preparedness and citizen safety. [The Indian Express]
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India: State Investigation Agency conducts

major raids in Kashmir over alleged terror

links

(lm) Amid heightened military tensions between India

and Pakistan following the April 22 terrorist attack in

Indian-administered Kashmir, the State Investigation

Agency (SIA)—Jammu and Kashmir’s counterpart to the

National Investigation Agency (NIA)—carried out raids

at 20 locations across South Kashmir on May 11. The

operation is part of an investigation into the sharing of

sensitive information about security forces and

strategic installations, under a case registered through

the Unlawful Activities (Prevention) Act (UAPA).

According to the SIA, technical surveillance revealed

that sleeper cells in Kashmir maintained direct contact

with handlers in Pakistan and used messaging apps to

share strategic intelligence. The agency also accused

the suspects of disseminating online radical

propaganda at the behest of Lashkar-e-Taiba and Jaish-

e-Mohammed commanders —both Pakistan-based

militant groups designated as terrorist organizations

by India, the United States, and the United Nations.

[The Indian Express]

Maldives: Judiciary Committee reverses

temporary changes as review of judges'

dismissal continues

(lm) The Maldives Parliament’s Judiciary Committee has

reversed a short-lived change in its composition, with

the Committee Chair clarifying on May 8 that the

adjustment was made solely to maintain quorum and

rejecting media speculation of political motives. The

reshuffle had drawn attention as it coincided with the

committee’s review of high-profile disciplinary cases

against sitting Supreme Court justices.

The Judicial Service Commission (JSC) has accused

Justices Azmiralda Zahir and Mahaz Ali Zahir of

influencing Criminal Court judges to secure the release

of Azmiralda’s husband after his arrest. Parliament

subsequently tasked the Judiciary Committee with

reviewing the JSC’s investigative report before deciding

whether to summon those involved. Both justices have

formally requested the opportunity to present their

defense before the committee. [the edition 1] [the

edition 2]

Azmiralda’s lawyer has publicly criticized the JSC’s

decision, alleging that the case is based on fabrications

and shifting narratives. The lawyer argued that initial

https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-shtykg-l-ny/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-shtykg-l-nj/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-shtykg-l-nt/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-shtykg-l-nt/


claims of direct contact between Azmiralda and a judge

had changed to suggestions of indirect influence

through Mahaz, further claiming that any alleged

attempt to intervene was unnecessary as her husband

had already been released. [the edition 3]

The Judiciary Committee is also handling a contentious

government-backed bill on preventing gang crimes and

reviewing a proposed amendment to the Judicature

Act that seeks to reduce the Supreme Court bench

from seven to five justices. The amendment, passed by

the ruling People’s National Congress (PNC)-dominated

Parliament, was returned for reconsideration by

President Mohamed Muizzu. The proposal has faced

criticism from the opposition and even some PNC

members, who warn it could undermine judicial

independence—an accusation the President has

denied. [The Sun]

Maldives: Chief Justice files for retirement

(lm) Maldives Chief Justice Ahmed Muthasim Adnan

has formally filed for retirement with the Judicial

Service Commission (JSC), adding to the leadership

uncertainty at the apex court amid ongoing allegations

of political interference in the judiciary. Muthasim, who

had previously hinted at his retirement during a public

event in February, made the decision official on May 8.

His retirement comes against the backdrop of a highly

charged political environment. In recent months, the

JSC suspended three Supreme Court justices—Husnu

Al-Suood, Azmiralda Zahir, and Mahaz Ali Zahir—citing

ongoing criminal investigations. Suood subsequently

resigned in March, while the JSC has recommended

Parliament dismiss Azmiralda and Mahaz over

allegations of judicial misconduct.

These developments occurred as Parliament,

dominated by the ruling People’s National Congress

(PNC), passed a controversial amendment to the

Judicature Act aimed at reducing the Supreme Court

bench from seven to five justices. Although President

Mohamed Muizzu returned the bill for reconsideration,

the move sparked criticism from the opposition and

some PNC members, who argue it threatens judicial

independence. Both Azmiralda and Suood have

publicly accused the President of influencing the

judiciary, an allegation Muizzu has denied. [The Sun]

Maldives: High Court judge under

investigation over trial delay
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(lm) The Judicial Service Commission (JSC), a body

responsible for overseeing the conduct of judges in the

Maldives, has launched an investigation into High

Court Judge Dheebaanaz Fahumy following a

complaint about a delayed trial under her oversight.

The investigation was initiated after allegations that

the trial had not been conducted and had been

significantly delayed, although specific details

regarding the trial in question remain unclear.

Judge Dheebaanaz was appointed to the High Court in

2022 after serving as a judge at the Criminal Court,

where she made history as the first female judge

appointed in 2020. [the edition] [avas]

Maldives: High Court assistant registrar

resigns amid ongoing investigation

(lm) High Court Assistant Registrar Hussain Mohamed

Haneef has submitted his resignation, effective May

15, as a disciplinary investigation by the Judicial Service

Commission (JSC) continues. Haneef had previously

given statements in a JSC case involving allegations of

misconduct by former Supreme Court Justice Husnu Al

Suood.

The investigation centers on claims that Suood used

derogatory language toward Haneef in 2022 during a

court session witnessed by two other justices,

Azmiralda Zahir and Mahaz Ali Zahir, who are also

under investigation. Suood resigned from the Supreme

Court before the inquiry concluded, preventing the JSC

from proceeding with his case.

Unconfirmed reports suggest that Haneef may assume

a senior role at a government-owned company

following his departure. [avas]

Maldives: Government proposes to extend

by-election waiver period for local

councils

(lm) The Maldivian government has proposed an

amendment to the Decentralization Act to forgo by-

elections for vacant local council and Women’s

Development Committee (WDC) seats if fewer than 548

days remain before the next election—extending the

current threshold from 365 days.

The amendment aims to reduce frequent by-elections

and rising election-related expenses. The term of
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current local councils and WDC members is set to

expire in May next year.

Further amendments to the Decentralization Act will

also be introduced to restructure council composition

based on island populations, elect WDC presidents

directly, cap the number of city councilors, and

increase the women’s quota in councils from 33

percent to 40 percent.

The government has allocated MVR 2.15 billion (USD

139.8 million) for council block grants this year, with

MVR 717 million (USD 46.6 million) disbursed as of May

24. [The Sun]

Maldives: Economic Minister to be

questioned over China free trade

agreement

(lm) The Parliament’s Economic Committee has

decided to summon Economic Minister Mohamed

Saeed and senior ministry officials to clarify details

regarding the Maldives’ recently implemented Free

Trade Agreement (FTA) with China. The motion was

passed by a majority during the committee’s meeting

on May 7.

The FTA, which formally came into force in January

2025, was originally signed under former President

Abdullah Yameen and ratified by Parliament in 2017,

but remained unimplemented during former President

Ibrahim Mohamed Solih’s administration. The current

government expects the agreement to boost bilateral

trade with China to USD 1 billion (MVR 15.38 billion).

[avas]

Maldives: Former President Yameen

sharply criticizes government’s digital

transformation initiative

(sl/lm) Former President Abdulla Yameen Abdul

Gayyoom has launched a strong attack against

President Dr. Mohamed Muizzu’s newly unveiled

‘Maldives 2.0’ digital transformation initiative, accusing

the government of promoting unrealistic promises

while ignoring the country’s worsening economic crisis.

Yameen’s criticism is particularly significant given his

direct political role in Muizzu’s rise to power. Muizzu,

widely seen as Yameen’s political protégé, was

handpicked by Yameen’s Progressive Party of Maldives
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(PPM) and the People’s National Congress (PNC)

coalition to run for the presidency in 2023, while

Yameen was barred from contesting due to a criminal

conviction. Despite securing the presidency with

Yameen’s backing, Muizzu has since distanced himself

from his mentor’s political line, leading to growing

friction between the two figures.

Speaking at a rally of his newly formed People’s

National Front (PNF), Yameen argued that digitization

cannot solve the country’s financial troubles and

dismissed the plan to allow one-third of public

employees to work remotely by 2028 as impractical. He

also criticized the outsourcing of Maldives 2.0 to

foreign companies, warning it could lead to corruption

and misuse of public funds. [avas] [SunOnline]

In defense, President Muizzu has positioned Maldives

2.0—officially launched on May 10—as a cornerstone

of his anti-corruption and governance reform agenda.

Inspired by Estonia’s digital transformation model, the

initiative includes plans for a unified digital identity

system, strengthened cybersecurity infrastructure, and

expanded e-governance services. Muizzu emphasized

that the program, supported by a new legal framework

currently in development, will drive good governance

and sustainable growth. [PSM News]

Maldives: Ban on tobacco products sales

for post-2007 generation

(sl) A parliamentary committee has approved

government-proposed amendments to the Tobacco

Control Act, which prohibit the sale of tobacco

products to individuals born on or after January 1,

2007. The smoking ban is scheduled to take effect on

November 1, 2025. The amendment was submitted on

behalf of the government by Ali Ashrak, a member of

the ruling People’s National Congress (PNC). [Voice]

[SunOnline]

In mid-December 2024, the Maldives enforced a

complete ban on vaping, its trade, and the use of

related products, effective December 15, following

amendments to the Tobacco Control Act. The revision

also raised the legal age for purchasing tobacco

products to 21 and prohibited smoking in public

institutions operating within private buildings.

Minister of Homeland Security and Technology, Ali

Ihusan, stated that vaping has become a serious

national concern, citing instances of drug-laced vape

cartridges and a rise in use among students. The

government emphasized the role of vapes in
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introducing students to substance abuse, with

incidents reported even within school premises. The

Maldives joins over 30 countries, including seven in the

region, that have implemented a ban on vaping. [see

AiR No. 51, December/2024, 3]

In April, the government reaffirmed its commitment to

implementing a generational smoking ban as part of its

wider public health strategy. [SunOnline]

Maldives: Closed-door committee meeting

with senior police welfare officials over

corruption allegations

(lm) A closed-door meeting was held by the Maldives

Parliament’s Public Accounts Committee on May 6,

where senior officials from the Police Welfare

Corporation (POLCO) were summoned to address

corruption allegations. POLCO is a government entity

responsible for managing welfare services for police

officers in the Maldives. Deputy Speaker Ahmed

Nazim, who chairs the committee’s sub-committee,

stated that the decision to hold the meeting privately

was made due to an ongoing investigation by the Anti-

Corruption Commission.

A recent audit report highlighted issues with the

POLCO flats project, including corruption-related

concerns. The project, initially awarded to a company

for MVR 580 million (USD 37.7 million), saw changes

that resulted in an inflated cost of over MVR 1 billion

(USD 65 million), with significant delays. The audit

found that the project was completed at a loss of MVR

355 million (USD 23 million) and proposed the seizure

of land and property bought with proceeds from the

alleged corruption. [the edition]

Maldives: President Muizzu pledges

reforms to address prolonged pre-trial

detention

(lm) President Dr. Mohamed Muizzu has pledged

government action to address the issue of prolonged

pre-trial detention, following a meeting with legal

advocates who presented proposals to reform the

system.

The advocates, who represent detainees held without

timely trial, acknowledged that the current

administration is making greater efforts than its

predecessors to resolve the issue. They proposed
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introducing monitored release mechanisms, including

electronic tagging and supervised release, as well as

expediting court proceedings through strengthened

judicial infrastructure.

President Muizzu reaffirmed his administration’s

commitment to introducing a structured bail system

and stated that he would meet with the Prosecutor

General and Attorney General to discuss operational

barriers. He also announced the development of a new

court complex and pledged to review detention

conditions to ensure respect for human dignity and

Islamic principles of justice and compassion. [PSM

News]

Maldives: Advancing efforts to cut carbon

emissions

(sl) The Maldives is making significant progress in

reducing carbon emissions, as stated by the Minister of

Tourism and Environment at the International Zero

Carbon Islands and Green, Low-Carbon Development

Conference. The government has set a target to reduce

carbon emissions to 1.52 million tons by 2024, with a

primary focus on expanding renewable energy

sources.

As of early 2024, the Maldives' installed renewable

energy capacity stood at 53 megawatts, accounting for

4 percent of the nation's energy consumption. The

government aims to increase this share to 33 percent

over the next five years. Over the past year, the

Maldives has successfully added 15 megawatts of

renewable energy capacity to its grid.

The Low-Carbon Development Conference, a joint

initiative between China and the Maldives, focuses on

promoting renewable energy use and reducing

emissions. China has also supported the Maldives by

offering training and educational opportunities in

renewable energy for Maldivian students. [PSM News]

Maldives: Over USD 1 million disbursed in

agricultural loans

(sl) The Ministry of Agriculture and Animal Welfare has

reported that a total of USD 1.03 million has been

disbursed over the past six years under the

'Dhan’duveri Nafaa' loan scheme. The majority of these

loans have supported modern agricultural projects,

particularly vertical farming and greenhouse farming.
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Implemented in partnership with the SME

Development Finance Corporation (SDFC), the program

provides financing for modern farming initiatives

aimed at boosting food production and supporting

self-sufficiency in the Maldives. [SunOnline] [Corporate

Maldives]

Maldives: New central bank deputy

secures unanimous backing of Parliament

Aishath Asna Hamdi has received the unanimous

approval of the Maldives Parliament for her

appointment as deputy governor of the Maldives

Monetary Authority (MMA). Nominated by President

Dr. Mohamed Muizzu in April, Asna, who is currently

the Managing Director for Financial Sector

Development at MMA, was confirmed with a vote of 73

on May 12. She will replace Ahmed Imad, who resigned

in March over disagreements with the central bank's

controversial decisions, including plans for monetary

financing to address the nation's growing debt. [The

Sun]

Maldives: Defence Minister confirms

amendments to India agreements but

calls for confidentiality

(lm) Defence Minister Mohamed Ghassan Maumoon

confirmed on May 6 that the Maldives is amending

existing defence agreements with India to ensure that

they do not compromise the nation's sovereignty and

independence. These amendments, which involve four

agreements under the Ministry of Defence, address

provisions that the government had previously

criticized during its time in opposition. One key

agreement under review involves the development of a

naval dockyard at Uthuru Thilafalhu with Indian

assistance.

Minister Ghassan also addressed concerns regarding

the confidentiality clauses within these agreements. He

explained that full details of the amendments cannot

be made public due to these provisions, but assured

that the information would be shared if formally

requested by the Parliament’s Committee on National

Security Services.

Additionally, Ghassan clarified the status of Indian

military personnel in the Maldives, confirming that no

Indian forces are currently stationed in the country. All

71 Indian personnel, previously deployed to provide
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operational support for Dornier aircraft and

helicopters, were repatriated by May 9, 2024. Going

forward, these operations will be managed by civilian

personnel. [the edition] [PSM News]

Nepal: Government prepares national

budget vote under shadow of foreign aid

uncertainty

(rs/lm) Nepal’s Parliament has endorsed the

government’s policies and programs for fiscal year

2025/26, clearing the way for the national budget

announcement on May 29. Both the House of

Representatives and the National Assembly approved

the policy document by majority vote on May 11,

following a week of deliberations. [The Kathmandu

Post 1]

In his closing remarks before the vote, Prime Minister

KP Sharma Oli defended the government’s agenda as a

reform-focused plan aimed at accelerating Nepal’s

slow development pace and ensuring greater

efficiency. He announced that all ongoing

infrastructure projects will be reviewed, reprioritized,

and scheduled for completion within the current

parliamentary term. New projects will only be

approved if accompanied by detailed business plans

addressing financial viability, risk management, and

legal safeguards.

The national budget, expected to total around USD 14

billion, will reflect these priorities. It will focus on

completing existing projects, improving

intergovernmental coordination, and boosting

entrepreneurship, productivity, and job creation. In the

social sectors, the government has announced a new

National Education Reform Program and plans to

integrate all public hospitals under a unified online

system and health insurance framework. [The

Kathmandu Post 2] [The Kathmandu Post 3]

However, the budget process faces significant

challenges due to the withdrawal of key U.S. foreign

aid programs. Following the shutdown of the United

States Agency for International Development (USAID),

which ended at least 34 projects worth NPR 46.12

billion (USD 378 million), uncertainty now surrounds

the fate of the Millennium Challenge Corporation

(MCC) compact. The MCC, a U.S. aid agency established

in 2004, had committed USD 500 million to two major

infrastructure projects in Nepal, supplemented by an

additional USD 197 million from the Nepali

government.
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The Trump administration’s Department of

Government Efficiency (DOGE) decided to shut down

MCC operations in late April, raising fears of a

significant funding gap. While Nepali officials have

reached out to U.S. agencies for clarification, no formal

decision has been announced. The MCC board was

expected to meet last week but postponed its session

due to U.S.–China tariff talks in Geneva. A final decision

is now expected by May 21. [The Kathmandu Post ]

As Nepal prepares its fiscal plan, the ruling Communist

Party of Nepal (Unified Marxist–Leninist) (CPN-UML)

has urged the government to realign the budget to

reflect the likely reduction in foreign aid and growing

geopolitical uncertainties. CPN-UML leaders, including

Finance Minister Bishnu Paudel, have called for tighter

fiscal discipline and a sharper focus on unlocking

growth in sectors such as information technology while

addressing the financial strain caused by around

18,000 ongoing federal projects—many of them

launched without proper financial planning.

Despite concerns from the Nepali Congress—the

largest party in the lower house—about CPN-UML’s

dominance over policy, including the adoption of the

CPN-UML slogan “Prosperous Nepal, Happy Nepali” in

official documents, the Congress has agreed to

support the upcoming budget. [The Kathmandu Post 5]

Nepal: Internal rivalries trigger violent

clashes in ruling Communist Party

leadership contests

(lm) Factional divisions within Nepal’s ruling

Communist Party of Nepal (Unified Marxist–Leninist)

(CPN-UML) have escalated, with violent clashes during

leadership elections in Dhanusha and Parbat districts

underscoring growing tensions over local power

structures.

In Parbat, tensions flared on May 7 over the timing of a

convention of the Youth Association, the youth wing of

the CPN-UML responsible for mobilizing political

support and leadership training among younger party

members. Despite calls for a postponement, the event

proceeded under heavy police security. A violent

confrontation broke out when one faction attempted

to disrupt the proceedings, resulting in injuries to a

provincial-level leader. [The Kathmandu Post 1]

A day earlier in Dhanusha, a similar clash erupted

during the district convention voting, triggered by

disputes over alleged irregularities in the voter list and

last-minute changes in candidacy. Five party members
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sustained injuries, and the leadership election was

subsequently postponed. [The Kathmandu Post 2]

These incidents are seen by political observers as part

of wider factional rivalries within the CPN-UML, often

associated with senior leaders such as Prime Minister

KP Sharma Oli, Deputy General Secretary Prithvi Subba

Gurung, and General Secretary Shankar Pokhrel. At the

local level, tensions appear to center on control over

district leadership positions.

Observers have also noted similar disputes in Koshi,

Lumbini, and Sudurpaschim Provinces, suggesting that

ongoing internal competition could affect the party’s

cohesion and present challenges to its governance

agenda ahead of the national budget announcement

on May 29. [The Kathmandu Post 3]

Nepal: Pro-monarchy forces unite for

indefinite protest starting May 29

(lm) Pro-monarchy forces in Nepal have announced an

indefinite nationwide protest beginning on May 29,

demanding the reinstatement of the monarchy and

the declaration of Nepal as a Hindu nation. The

movement, led by Nabaraj Subedi, an 87-year-old

leader from the Panchayat era—a partyless political

system that ruled Nepal under the monarchy from

1960 to 1990—marks a significant unification of

previously divided royalist factions, including the

Rastriya Prajatantra Party (RPP) and RPP-Nepal.

This renewed unity follows years of internal rivalries,

particularly between RPP chair Rajendra Lingden and

RPP-Nepal chair Kamal Thapa, who had split after

Lingden defeated Thapa in the 2021 party leadership

election. Their reconciliation was reportedly facilitated

by a meeting with former King Gyanendra Shah on

April 18.

At a joint press conference on May 8, Subedi, Lingden,

Thapa, and other leaders declared their commitment

to peaceful protest methods, while pledging that the

unity would hold until the monarchy is restored. A 14-

point commitment paper was also released, calling for

the reestablishment of constitutional monarchy,

recognition of Nepal as a Hindu state, and reform of

the federal system to remove the provincial layer. The

royalists further demanded the creation of a high-level

judicial commission to investigate the wealth of

individuals who have held public office since the 1990s.

The movement follows the violent March 28 protest,

which resulted in two deaths and extensive property
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damage. Controversial businessman Durga Prasai,

named as the ‘field commander’ of that protest,

remains in police custody. Several RPP leaders,

including the party’s senior vice-chair, were also

arrested following the incident. [The Kathmandu Post

1] [The Kathmandu Post 2]

In a related development, police on May 11 arrested

Anil Basnet, chairman of Shiv Sena Nepal—a hardline

Hindu nationalist group advocating for the restoration

of the monarchy and Hindu statehood. Basnet had

been on the run since a warrant was issued for his

arrest in connection with the March protest. [The

Kathmandu Post 3]

Nepal: Planned merger of regional

political forces delayed after controversial

arrest

(lm) The planned unification of the Janamat Party and

the Nagarik Unmukti Party (NUP), both prominent

regional forces representing marginalized

communities from Nepal’s southern plains and

western regions, has been thrown into uncertainty

following the controversial arrest of NUP patron

Resham Chaudhary on April 30, just as the formal

merger was set to be announced. Although Chaudhary

was released the same day after the Supreme Court

clarified that the arrest warrant was unauthorized, the

incident stalled the unification process and raised

concerns about possible political interference.

The two parties had emerged from the 2022 general

elections with a combined presence of 10 seats in the

lower house. They had agreed to merge under the new

name Nagarik Janamat Party, with leadership roles and

party structures already outlined. However, unresolved

disputes over power sharing and the fallout from

Chaudhary’s arrest have delayed the final

announcement.

The arrest also reignited controversy over Chaudhary’s

prior conviction for his involvement in the 2015

Tikapur killings, a violent episode during the Tharuhat

movement, in which the Tharu community demanded

a separate province to protect their political rights. The

protests turned deadly on August 24, 2015, resulting in

the deaths of nine people, including security officials

and a two-year-old child, just weeks before Nepal’s

new constitution was promulgated. Though sentenced

to life imprisonment for his role in the incident,

Chaudhary was later pardoned in May 2023, a decision

now under judicial review at the Supreme Court.

https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-shtykg-l-md/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-shtykg-l-md/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-shtykg-l-mh/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-shtykg-l-mk/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-shtykg-l-mk/


Leaders have indicated that the merger may be

delayed until after the next court hearing on June 18,

though others suggest it could proceed sooner if

internal disagreements over leadership positions are

resolved. For now, no new date for the merger has

been set, and the process remains in limbo. [The

Kathmandu Post]

Nepal: Transitional justice appointments

move ahead despite protests from conflict

victims

(lm) Nepal’s transitional justice process has moved

forward with the submission of nominations for the

leadership of the Truth and Reconciliation Commission

(TRC) and the Commission of Investigation on Enforced

Disappeared Persons (CIEDP), despite ongoing

objections from conflict victims and civil society

organizations.

While the nominations have not been formally

announced, sources indicate that former joint attorney

general Mahesh Thapa has been proposed to lead the

TRC with the backing of the Nepali Congress, the

single-largest party in both Parliament’s lower house

and the ruling coalition, and former chief secretary

Liladevi Gadtaula has been recommended as chair of

the CIEDP with support from the Communist Party of

Nepal (Unified Marxist–Leninist) )(CPN-UML) of Prime

Minister Oli – reflecting an informal political

understanding, with each of the two key parties

securing one candidate.

Against this backdrop, victim groups have expressed

concern that the appointment process remains

politically influenced and lacks adequate consultation.

Despite public assurances from political leaders,

including Nepali Congress President Sher Bahadur

Deuba, that victims would be consulted, no

representatives from victims’ organizations were

included in the shortlist of 34 candidates considered

for leadership roles.

On May 1, a coalition of 36 victims’ organizations

formally rejected the ongoing process, submitting

memorandums to Prime Minister Oli, Deuba, and

opposition Maoist Centre Chair Pushpa Kamal Dahal,

calling for a more transparent and inclusive selection

mechanism. Protests have continued since then,

including a sit-in at the National Human Rights

Commission (NHRC) on May 11, where demonstrators

again demanded greater transparency and victim

representation. Protesters have warned that they may
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escalate their actions if these concerns remain

unaddressed.

The TRC and CIEDP have been without leadership for

nearly three years following the expiration of office

bearers’ terms in July 2022. Although the transitional

justice law was amended in August 2024 to facilitate

new appointments, the process has faced repeated

delays. The two commissions currently face a

significant backlog, with 63,718 cases pending before

the TRC and around 2,400 cases before the CIEDP. [The

Kathmandu Post 1] [The Kathmandu Post 2]

Nepal: Teachers’ federation warns of

renewed protests over education policy

disputes

(lm) The Nepal Teachers’ Federation has warned of

fresh protests, just a week after ending a month-long

strike, expressing dissatisfaction with key provisions in

the government’s newly announced policies and

suspecting that past agreements, including the latest

one on April 30 addressing pay and benefits, may not

be honored in the forthcoming School Education Act.

The federation raised concerns over two specific

policies outlined in the government’s program: the

proposed partnership between private and public

schools to improve quality, and the harmonization of

curricula between the two sectors. Teachers argue that

such measures demean public schools and reflect a

poor understanding of the existing education system,

as both school types already follow the national

curriculum, though they use different textbooks.

The federation also fears that the revised School

Education Bill, currently under discussion in the House

of Representatives, may fail to incorporate their

longstanding demands. Despite nearly a decade since

the adoption of the Constitution of Nepal, the Act

required for fully implementing the federal education

system remains pending. The ruling parties have

pledged to pass the bill in the lower house by June 29,

but the final law must also clear the the upper house,

the National Assembly, and receive presidential

approval before coming into effect. [The Kathmandu

Post]

Nepal: New law planned to strengthen

protection of intellectual property rights
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(lm) Nepal is preparing to overhaul its outdated

intellectual property laws in response to growing

brand imitation and weak legal enforcement, which

have deterred foreign investment and undermined

domestic businesses. A draft Industrial Property Bill is

currently under Cabinet review and is expected to be

submitted to Parliament once approved.

Nepal’s current intellectual property framework is

based on the Patent, Design and Trademark Act of

1965 and the Copyright Act of 2002, which are

considered inadequate to address modern challenges.

Since joining the World Trade Organization (WTO) in

2004, Nepal has faced increasing pressure to align its

laws with international standards, particularly the

WTO’s Trade-Related Aspects of Intellectual Property

Rights (TRIPS) agreement and the Paris Convention, a

key international treaty that promotes the protection

of industrial property rights across member countries.

U.S. officials, during recent Nepal–U.S. Trade and

Investment Framework Agreement (TIFA) talks, also

urged Nepal to improve its intellectual property regime

to attract more American investment.

The new law would establish a dedicated office for

intellectual property matters, covering patents,

trademarks, industrial designs, and trade secrets. It

also introduces recognition of "well-known

trademarks," granting automatic legal protection to

globally recognized brands even if not registered in

Nepal.

Penalties for trademark violations would rise

significantly, with fines up to NPR 1.5 million (USD

12,300), compared to the current NPR 100,000 (USD

820). However, the bill does not provide for

imprisonment, as these offenses remain under

industrial law.

The proposed law also includes provisions to protect

geographical indications (GIs)—labels identifying

products as originating from specific locations with

unique qualities. Nepal could, for example, seek

exclusive rights over terms like "Everest," which are

currently used by foreign companies without oversight.

While the bill covers industrial property, it does not

include reforms for copyright law, which remains

under the jurisdiction of the Ministry of Culture,

Tourism, and Civil Aviation.

Trademark violations have increased sharply, with

1,637 cases reported in fiscal year 2023–24, a 74

percent increase from the previous year. Officials

attribute the rise both to increased awareness among



domestic businesses seeking trademark protection

and to the growing scale of counterfeiting. [The

Kathmandu Post]

Nepal: Health authorities urge crackdown

on hospitals charging for free services

(rs) Nepal’s Family Welfare Division has called on the

Ministry of Health and Population to take action

against health facilities illegally charging patients for

services meant to be free under government

programs.

Despite official provisions for free medicines,

immunizations, maternity care, and tuberculosis

treatment, reports indicate that some private hospitals

and community facilities continue to bill patients while

also claiming government reimbursements.

The Health Ministry confirmed ongoing complaints and

announced plans to introduce new guidelines to

prevent such billing fraud and better protect patients.

[The Kathmandu Post]

Nepal: Law enforcement blocks same-sex

marriage registration despite legalization

(rs) In Nepal, a same-sex couple attempting to register

their marriage was blocked by local officials, despite

the Supreme Court’s legalization of same-sex marriage

in June 2023. Officials refused to proceed with the

registration, citing confusion over legal procedures and

requesting 15 days to “study the case.”

Following the attempt, one partner’s family—opposed

to the relationship—filed a missing person report,

leading to police intervention. Although the individual

clearly expressed the desire to marry, police forcibly

returned them to their family, citing a lack of evidence

of physical abuse. The couple also reported

experiencing verbal abuse and discriminatory

treatment from police, including being told they could

not hold hands.

The individual remains under family control and faces

threats of being taken to a faith healer to “cure” their

sexual orientation. Family members reportedly stated

they would force marriage to a man regardless of the

person’s well-being. [The Kathmandu Post]
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Nepal: Government prepares for

nationwide expansion of child grant

program

(lm) Nepal is set to expand its Child Grant programme

from the current 25 districts to all 77 districts starting

in the 2025/26 fiscal year, with plans to increase the

monthly allowance from NPR 532 (USD 3.88). The move

reflects a renewed commitment to children’s rights

and social protection under Nepal’s Constitution and

the Child Rights Act 2018.

During a policy dialogue in Kathmandu, lawmakers and

experts urged stronger investment in early childhood

development, with calls to raise the grant to at least

NPR 1,000 (USD 7.30) to improve child nutrition and

well-being. UNICEF and Save the Children warned that

failing to act now could increase future dependency

burdens. Parliamentarians committed to advancing the

proposal as a Motion of Public Importance, signaling

broad political support. [The Kathmandu Post]

Nepal: Women credited with driving

economic recovery post-Covid, but

barriers persist

(rs) Women-led small businesses played a crucial role

in sustaining Nepal’s economy during the COVID-19

crisis, contributing around 45 percent of economic

activity, according to World Bank data shared at a

recent national forum.

Speakers highlighted that despite legal progress, deep-

rooted societal and cultural barriers continue to limit

women’s leadership and economic participation.

Participants called for dismantling mistrust in women’s

leadership, promoting inclusive education reform, and

addressing systemic discrimination.

Youth voices at the event emphasized the need for

local-level impact and challenged rigid gender norms,

underscoring that genuine empowerment requires

confronting both visible and invisible social constraints.

[The Kathmandu Post]

Nepal: Political deadlock over central

bank governor nears resolution after key

resignation
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(lm) Nepal’s prolonged political deadlock over the

appointment of a new governor for the country’s

central bank, Nepal Rastra Bank (NRB), may soon be

resolved following the resignation of Biswo Poudel, a

member of the selection panel. His resignation

removes the final legal obstacle to his nomination, as

committee members are barred by law from being

appointed to the position.

Political momentum for Poudel’s appointment has

increased after weeks of delays. The ruling coalition,

led by the Nepali Congress and the Communist Party

of Nepal (Unified Marxist–Leninist) (CPN-UML), had

previously agreed that the Congress would nominate

the next NRB governor. The proposal to appoint

Poudel was officially presented during a high-level

meeting on May 10, attended by Prime Minister KP

Sharma Oli, Nepali Congress President Sher Bahadur

Deuba, and senior cabinet members.

The leadership deadlock initially stemmed from acting

governor Neelam Dhungana refusing to process the

resignation of NRB’s former executive director

Gunakar Bhatta, who had earlier been agreed upon by

Oli and Deuba as the next governor. Despite Bhatta

submitting his resignation on April 18, Dhungana’s

inaction blocked the process, prompting the Congress

to propose Poudel as a consensus candidate to move

forward.

Although legal provisions require that a new governor

be appointed at least one month before the outgoing

governor’s term ends, the position has remained

vacant since April 6, following the retirement of Maha

Prasad Adhikari. While the recommendation

committee was formed only on March 24, the latest

developments suggest the government is now

positioned to make the appointment and end the

leadership vacuum at the NRB. [The Kathmandu Post]

Nepal: Lawmakers demand clear anti-

terrorism stance in light of India-Pakistan

tensions

(rs/lm) Amid escalating tensions between India and

Pakistan following the April 22 terrorist attack in

Indian-administered Kashmir, which killed 26 people

including one Nepali national, Nepal’s government and

political leaders have moved to address national

security concerns and clarify the country’s position on

terrorism.

Prime Minister K.P. Sharma Oli convened high-level

meetings of the National Security Council and the
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Central Security Committee, led by the Home Minister,

to assess the potential security risks and regional

impact on Nepal. The government ordered heightened

surveillance at all key locations, including major

airports and the open Nepal-India border, placing

security agencies on high alert to prevent cross-border

infiltration. The safety of Nepali citizens residing in

India and Pakistan was also discussed.

Meanwhile, lawmakers pressed the government to

take a firm diplomatic position against terrorism and

support the family of the Nepali victim of the Kashmir

terrorist attack. Some lawmakers criticized the timing

of a recent Pakistani military delegation’s visit to

Kathmandu and called for its postponement due to the

regional crisis. [The Kathmandu Post] [The Rising

Nepal]

Nepal: Cybercrime surges as criminals

diversify beyond Facebook

(lm) Cybercrime cases in Nepal have risen dramatically,

from just over 2,300 in fiscal year 2019–20 to nearly

20,000 in 2023–24, according to the Nepal Police Cyber

Bureau. While Facebook and Messenger remain the

most exploited platforms, criminals are increasingly

turning to WhatsApp, TikTok, Telegram, and Instagram.

Telegram and WhatsApp now dominate financial

scams, including investment fraud, romance scams,

fake property deals, and job scams. The diversity of

victims is also growing. Complaints from gender

minorities rose from 82 in 2019–20 to 767 last year,

with 294 cases already reported this fiscal year.

Despite the surge, the Cyber Bureau faces major

constraints, including limited technical capacity, a lack

of skilled personnel, and no direct contact with major

tech companies like Meta. Nepal also lacks key legal

agreements to investigate cross-border cybercrime,

widening the gap between rising threats and

enforcement capacity. [The Kathmandu Post]

Pakistan: Top court allows military trials

of civilians accused of attacking army

sites

(lm) Pakistan’s Supreme Court has reinstated the

Pakistan Army Act in its original form, allowing military

trials for civilians accused of attacking military sites.

The court also directed the government to legislate
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within 45 days to provide a right of appeal for

convictions handed down by military courts.

The decision, delivered on May 7, overturned a

previous ruling that blocked such trials. The previous

ruling in October 2023 had declared military trials of

civilians a violation of their constitutional rights to a

fair trial and due process, a decision welcomed by

rights groups and legal experts. However, the

government and defense ministry appealed the

verdict, citing national security concerns and the need

to hold those responsible for the attacks on military

sites accountable.

The case stemmed from violent protests on May 9,

2023, when supporters of jailed former Prime Minister

Imran Khan stormed military facilities following his

arrest on graft charges. The protests led to widespread

arrests and military trials of those involved, sparking

constitutional challenges from rights groups and

Khan’s Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) party, which

opposed military trials for civilians. [Arab News]

Pakistan: New Supreme Court rules spark

concern over delayed release of

dissenting opinions

(za) The Supreme Court of Pakistan has implemented

new procedural rules requiring that dissenting

opinions or additional notes from judges be approved

by the presiding senior judge before being uploaded to

the court's official website. This change aims to

minimize perceptions of division within the judiciary,

especially in light of past instances where early

publication of dissenting views led to controversies

over majority and minority judgments. [DAWN 1]

The new policy came under scrutiny when Justice

Ayesha A. Malik's dissenting opinion in the reserved

seats case was not uploaded until May 9, despite her

releasing the order the previous day. The reserved

seats case pertains to a constitutional challenge

regarding the allocation of seats in Pakistan's National

Assembly and provincial assemblies for women and

non-Muslims. [DAWN 2]

Pakistan: IMF approves USD 1 billion

disbursement despite Indian objections

(za/lm) Pakistan was set to receive a USD 1 billion

disbursement from the International Monetary Fund
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(IMF) on May 13, as part of its ongoing USD 7 billion

Extended Fund Facility (EFF) program. This approval

comes alongside a new USD 1.3 billion loan from the

IMF’s Resilience and Sustainability Facility (RSF) aimed

at supporting Pakistan’s climate adaptation and

resilience efforts. The latest disbursement brings the

total under the EFF to USD 2.1 billion. [Arab News]

Despite tensions between India and Pakistan following

the deadly terrorist attack in Indian-administered

Kashmir, the IMF board proceeded with the

disbursement. India had attempted to convince the

IMF to reconsider its support for Pakistan, citing the

escalation of hostilities, but the IMF upheld its decision.

Pakistani Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif welcomed the

disbursement, calling it a "defeat of India's high-

handed tactics" and a sign of international confidence

in Pakistan's economic recovery. [Reuters]

The IMF’s latest World Economic Outlook projects

Pakistan’s GDP growth to rise to 3.6 percent in fiscal

year 2025–26, while the current year’s projection has

been lowered to 2.6 percent, down from an earlier

estimate of 3 percent. Inflation, which stood at 23.4

percent in 2024, is expected to decline to 5.1 percent

this year but rise again to 7.7 percent in the next fiscal

year. The unemployment rate is forecast at 8 percent

for 2025, with a further decrease to 7.5 percent in

2026.

The IMF also revised its forecast for Pakistan’s current

account deficit, now expecting it to stand at just 0.1

percent of GDP (USD 400 million) this fiscal year, a

significant improvement from the earlier estimate of

USD 3.7 billion.

In parallel efforts to bolster foreign exchange reserves,

Pakistan has requested China to expand its currency

swap line by an additional 10 billion yuan (USD 1.4

billion), increasing the total to 40 billion yuan (USD 5.6

billion). [Geo News]

Pakistan: Prime Minister prioritizes tax

net expansion and crackdown on evaders

(lm) Pakistan’s Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif has

made the expansion of the country’s tax base a top

priority for his administration, focusing on curbing tax

evasion and holding accountable officials who facilitate

it.

Tax reform is a key condition of Pakistan’s ongoing

USD 7 billion loan agreement with the International

Monetary Fund (IMF), which has pushed for greater
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revenue generation. Pakistan’s tax-to-GDP ratio, one of

the lowest in the region, is expected to increase from

8.8 percent in the 2023-24 fiscal year to 10.6 percent

by June 2025, with the ultimate goal of reaching 13

percent by the end of the IMF program.

The government has implemented various measures

to strengthen tax collection, including digitizing tax

monitoring systems and introducing track-and-trace

technology in key industries. These efforts have

already yielded positive results, with a significant rise

in tax revenue from cement plants and a 35 percent

increase in the sugar sector’s tax receipts between

November 2024 and April 2025. [Arab News]

Pakistan: Export backlog worsens as India

blocks cargo transit, shipping costs surge

(lm) Pakistan is facing a severe export backlog at its key

ports after India—blaming Islamabad for the recent

terrorist attack in Indian-administered Kashmir—

imposed a transit ban on vessels carrying Pakistani

cargo. The move has forced international shipping

lines to reroute shipments through alternative ports

such as Colombo (Sri Lanka) and Jebel Ali (United Arab

Emirates).

According to industry associations, the ban has

prompted major global shipping companies to either

suspend direct services to Pakistan or impose

emergency surcharges of up to USD 800 per container.

These surcharges, effective from May 15, apply to

shipments bound for the United States, Latin America,

and Australia, significantly increasing freight costs for

Pakistani exporters and importers.

Already under pressure from rising inflation and

economic instability, Pakistan had recorded a modest 6

percent export growth to USD 27 billion through April.

However, this progress is now under threat,

particularly in the textile sector, which accounts for

USD 17 billion of annual exports. [Arab News]

Pakistan: Baloch Liberation Army

escalates attacks amid India-Pakistan

tensions

(lm) As military tensions between India and Pakistan

rise following a deadly terrorist attack in Indian-

administered Kashmir, the Baloch Liberation Army

(BLA) has claimed responsibility for 71 coordinated
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attacks across Pakistan’s Balochistan province. These

attacks, conducted under "Operation Herof," targeted

military and intelligence sites, local police stations, and

critical infrastructure, utilizing ambushes, IED blasts,

and sniper fire. The BLA's actions appear to be part of

an ongoing strategy to escalate its campaign and seize

the moment amidst the broader regional instability.

The BLA, which leads the self-determination

movement in Balochistan, has called on India and the

international community to act decisively against

Pakistan. In a statement, the group described Pakistan

as a "breeding ground" for global terrorism, specifically

accusing the country of fostering militant groups like

Lashkar-e-Taiba (LeT) and Jaish-e-Mohammad (JeM),

both of which are designated terrorist organizations by

India, the United States, and the United Nations. These

groups are responsible for major attacks in India,

including the 2008 Mumbai attacks (LeT) and the 2019

Pulwama suicide bombing (JeM). [NDTV] [The New

Indian Express]

Prior to the coordinated attacks, on May 9, gunmen

killed three people, including two individuals from

Punjab province, and set a police vehicle on fire in

separate incidents. While no group has officially

claimed responsibility, Baloch separatists, who

regularly target security forces and ethnic Punjabis, are

suspected. [Arab News]

Seychelles: Cabinet approves education

reform, property disposals, and disaster

financing plan

(db) On May 7, a cabinet meeting led by President

Wavel Ramkalawan resulted in the approval of several

key legal and policy documents. Among the significant

decisions was the restructuring of the secondary

education system, transforming it into a K-12 model

with distinct academic, technical, and vocational tracks.

This reform will be piloted at secondary schools on

Praslin and La Digue, with the programs set to launch

in January 2026.

The cabinet also approved the disposal of six

properties owned by the Seychelles Pension Fund,

including land at the Corail D’or Apartments, La

Clementine, La Passe Pension House, Pointe Au Sel,

the Port Glaud Industrial Estate, and land on La Digue.

This move aligns with the Fund’s investment strategy

as outlined by its Board of Trustees.

Additionally, the Cabinet endorsed the Disaster Risk

Financing Strategy for 2025-2030, including its Action
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Plan. This policy aims to improve the country’s financial

resilience to disasters by implementing both

preventive and responsive financial mechanisms. The

National Planning Department will lead the strategy’s

implementation, collaborating with the Disaster Risk

Management Division and other relevant parties.

[Office of the President of the Republic of Seychelles]

Sri Lanka: Ruling alliance retains position

but faces challenges in forming key local

administrations

(lm) Sri Lanka’s ruling National People’s Power (NPP)

alliance, led by President Anura Kumara Dissanayake,

emerged as the largest party in the 2025 local council

elections, winning control of 265 of 338 councils. But

despite securing 43 percent of the vote—over 4.5

million votes—the NPP’s overall vote count dropped

sharply by 34 percent from the November 2024

parliamentary elections. [Daily Mirror 1] [The Hindu]

While the NPP retains a dominant national position, it

failed to secure a majority in key councils, including the

influential Colombo Municipal Council (CMC), where it

won only 48 out of 119 seats—short of the 60 required

for control. Under Sri Lankan election law, the mayor

or council chair is typically appointed by the party

holding a majority, but without one, the position is

decided through a council vote, opening the door for

opposition coalitions to take control. [Daily Mirror 2]

[Daily Mirror 3]

NPP officials, however, have stated that they will not

align with the opposition to form councils, and will

instead consider alliances with independent groups,

holding firm to the belief that only the party with a

majority should control the councils. [Daily Mirror 4]

[Daily Mirror 5]

Meanwhile, the main opposition, Samagi Jana

Balawegaya (SJB), secured 21 percent of the vote and

won 14 councils. The SJB, along with other opposition

parties, will form the new administration in the CMC,

with their own candidate for mayor. The SJB also plans

to form alliances in other councils where the NPP has

not secured a majority. [Daily Mirror 6] [Daily Mirror 7]

[Daily Mirror 8]

The United National Party (UNP), led by former

President Ranil Wickremesinghe, saw a slight increase

in its vote share, becoming a decisive force in some

councils, though it lost the CMC after more than 50

years. [Daily Mirror 9] [Daily Mirror 10] [Daily Mirror

11]
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The Sri Lanka Podujana Peramuna (SLPP), headed by

Namal Rajapksa, the eldest son of ex-Prime Minister

Mahinda Rajapaksa, secured 742 seats islandwide with

a total of 954,517 votes, accounting for roughly 9 of the

national vote. However, the party did not manage to

lead in any local authority—a stark contrast to its

sweeping victories in previous elections. [Daily Mirror

12]

While the NPP’s control of most local councils remains

secure, the drop in voter turnout and enthusiasm—

compounded by rising concerns over slow reforms and

deteriorating law and order—signals the end of the

party’s post-2024 honeymoon period. Analysts warn

that without delivering promised reforms and

addressing governance issues, the NPP risks further

disengagement from its core supporters, even if a

fragmented opposition remains unable to present a

credible alternative. [The Diplomat]

Sri Lanka: Secretary to Constitutional

Council resigns

(lm) Dhammika Dassanayake, Secretary to Sri Lanka’s

influential Constitutional Council, has tendered his

resignation effective May 15, 2025, citing personal

reasons. While the position is administrative rather

than political, it plays a critical role in managing the

council’s operations and facilitating key appointments

to the judiciary, independent commissions, and top

public offices—making it highly sensitive within Sri

Lanka’s governance structure. [Daily Mirror]

Sri Lanka: Writ petition against minister

dismissed

(lm) The Court of Appeal dismissed a writ petition on

May 7 that challenged the eligibility of Minister Ananda

Wijepala to continue as a Member of Parliament. The

petition, filed by an activist associated with the

opposition Sri Lanka Podujana Peramuna (SLPP) party,

questioned Wijepala’s eligibility, alleging that his

appointment as Chief of Staff to the President while

serving as an MP effectively made him a public officer.

[Daily Mirror]

Sri Lanka: Former minister takes key post

in Rajapaksa-led party amid leadership

restructuring
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(lm) Johnston Fernando, a former Minister of Highways

and Chief Government Whip, has been appointed

Head of Operations of the Sri Lanka Podujana

Peramuna (SLPP), widely seen as the political vehicle of

the influential Rajapaksa family.

The appointment was finalized during a high-level

meeting at the residence of former President Mahinda

Rajapaksa, where senior party members discussed

strategies for political recovery. The move is viewed as

a key part of the SLPP’s leadership restructuring under

Namal Rajapaksa, Mahinda’s eldest son, as the party

struggles to regain support following significant

electoral defeats. [Daily Mirror 1]

The SLPP, which rose to power in 2019, has faced

sharp declines in popularity after being widely blamed

for the country’s severe economic crisis and the

Rajapaksa family’s ouster from power in 2022. In the

recently held local council elections, the party secured

roughly 9 of the national vote. However, the party did

not manage to lead in any local authority. [Daily Mirror

2]

Sri Lanka: Two former ministers

remanded over corruption charges

(lm) On May 7, two former Sri Lankan ministers were

remanded in separate cases involving corruption and

misappropriation of state funds.

Keheliya Rambukwella, the former Minister of Mass

Media, Health, and Environment, was remanded until

May 20 by the Colombo Chief Magistrate. He faces

allegations of misappropriating LKR 8 million (USD

27,000) in Ministry funds to pay salaries and maintain

staff members who did not provide any official

services. Rambukwella is accused of appointing

personal friends, relatives, and political supporters to

positions within his private staff during his tenure.

[Daily Mirror 1]

In a separate case, former State Minister Prasanna

Ranaweera was remanded until May 19 by the Mahara

Magistrate’s Court after surrendering to authorities.

Ranaweera is implicated in a state property fraud case

linked to the Kiribathgoda area, in which former

Minister Mervyn Silva is also a suspect. Investigations

into the alleged misuse of state property are ongoing.

[Daily Mirror 2]
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Sri Lanka: Government under pressure to

act on child abuse cases

(lm) The Sri Lankan government is facing mounting

pressure to introduce an effective mechanism to

address child abuse cases following the tragic suicide

of a 13-year-old schoolgirl in Kotahena, who was

allegedly molested by her teacher.

Prime Minister Harini Amarasuriya announced in

Parliament that the government will establish an

integrated mechanism involving the Ministries of

Women and Child Affairs, Education, the National Child

Protection Authority, and the Sri Lanka Police. The goal

is to both prevent child abuse and ensure rapid

response when incidents are reported. An inquiry has

also been launched into the school principal’s failure to

act against the accused teacher. [Daily Mirror 1]

Opposition Leader Sajith Premadasa criticized the

government’s slow response, noting that it took

months to transfer the accused teacher and that many

such cases go unreported due to bureaucratic delays.

He called for an automatic process to investigate

abuse allegations, even without formal complaints.

[Daily Mirror 2]

Prime Minister Amarasuriya urged political parties not

to exploit such incidents for political gain, stating that

the tragedy reflects a collective societal failure. Echoing

this, Leader of the House Bimal Ratnayake defended

the government, stating that the Minister of Women

and Child Affairs had promptly ordered a female

Deputy Inspector General of Police to investigate the

case. He refuted claims that authorities waited for a

formal complaint before acting but acknowledged that

proper legal procedures still require such filings. [Daily

Mirror 3] [Daily Mirror 4]

Sri Lanka: Bar Association calls for

impartial probe into death of remandee in

prison custody

(lm) The Bar Association of Sri Lanka (BASL) has

demanded an immediate, impartial, and independent

investigation into the death of a remandee who died

while in prison custody. The individual, who had been

detained for allegedly obstructing court proceedings,

was remanded for 14 days. Within 48 hours of being

remanded, the person was found dead, with reports of

head injuries revealed during the postmortem

examination. [Daily Mirror]
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Sri Lanka: Confusion surrounds

resignation of Ceylon Electricity Board

chairman

(pn) The energy sector in Sri Lanka is facing uncertainty

after conflicting reports regarding the resignation of

Dr. Tilak Siyambalapitiya, Chairman of the state-owned

Ceylon Electricity Board (CEB). While multiple media

outlets reported his resignation on May 9, the Ministry

of Energy has dismissed these claims, stating that Dr.

Siyambalapitiya is on approved personal leave.

However, the chairman himself confirmed that he

resigned, citing family reasons and in accordance with

a prior agreement. [the morning] [Daily Mirror]

Appointed in September 2024 under President Anura

Kumara Dissanayake’s administration, Dr.

Siyambalapitiya’s tenure has been marred by

controversy. He has faced accusations of

mismanagement, including resistance to renewable

energy integration and submitting misleading data

during recent electricity tariff reviews. Critics, including

the Electricity Consumers Association (ECA), have also

raised concerns about his decision to suspend solar

panel operations during the Sinhala and Tamil New

Year holidays. The ECA has called for a full inquiry into

his leadership, given the growing dissatisfaction with

the CEB's performance. [Lanka news web]

Sri Lanka: World Bank Group President

meets President Dissanayake to discuss

future development

(lm) Ajay Banga, President of the World Bank Group,

met with Sri Lankan President Anura Kumara

Dissanayake in Colombo on May 7. This marks the first

visit by a World Bank Group President to Sri Lanka in

nearly two decades. The meeting focused on

strengthening collaboration to support Sri Lanka's

development agenda, with priority areas including

digitalization, tourism, agriculture, and infrastructure

development. A particular emphasis was placed on

advancing development in the Northern and Eastern

Provinces and identifying short-term rewards. The

discussions also covered the government's efforts to

create a robust legal framework to attract new

investments, alongside recent policy initiatives aimed

at fostering economic growth. [Daily Mirror]
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Sri Lanka: Unprecedented 14.5 percent

surge in physical cash circulation in 2024

(lm) Sri Lanka experienced an unprecedented 14.5

percent year-on-year increase in physical cash

circulation during 2024. By the end of the fourth

quarter, total currency in circulation reached a new

post-pandemic high of LKR 1.36 trillion (USD 4.6

billion), up from LKR 1.19 trillion (USD 4.1 billion) in

2023.

The majority of the currency, LKR 1.05 trillion (USD 3.6

billion) or 77.4 percent, was held by the public, while

banks retained LKR 307.7 billion (USD 1.1 billion).

Analysts highlight that the significant proportion of

cash outside the banking system hinders the lending

capacity of banks, potentially impacting economic

growth.[Daily Mirror]

Sri Lanka: Central bank mandates rapid

cyber incident reporting for banks

(pn) The Central Bank of Sri Lanka (CBSL) has issued a

new sweeping directive requiring banks to report

cybersecurity and IT incidents more promptly. With the

rise in digital banking and cyber-attacks, the directive

now calls for immediate notification of incidents within

two hours, a comprehensive report within 14 days, and

ongoing quarterly summaries. The policy applies to a

wide range of risks, including phishing attempts,

system failures, malware infections, insider threats,

and complex cyber intrusions, as well as scams

targeting customers. Replacing the older 2016

framework, the updated guidelines aim to strengthen

the financial sector’s resilience and safeguard critical

data. This move aligns with broader efforts across the

region to tighten cyber oversight and increase

transparency within the banking industry. [Times

Online]

Sri Lanka: Public Security Minister links

opposition candidates to underworld

gangs

(lm) Sri Lanka’s Minister of Public Security recently

informed Parliament that investigations have

uncovered links between several underworld gangs

and opposition politicians, including candidates who

contested the recent local government elections.

According to the minister, these ties involve nine

candidates from the main opposition Samagi Jana
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Balawegaya (SJB), eight from the Sri Lanka Podujana

Peramuna (SLPP) – the party run by the influential

Rajapaksa family, four from the People’s Alliance, three

from the United National Party (UNP), and one from

the Sarwajana Balaya. [Daily Mirror]
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Brunei: Civil service leadership pool grows

to over 1,000 officers

(tl) Brunei’s Public Service Department reported a

significant rise in the number of officers in its Civil

Service Leadership Pipeline (CSLP), reaching 1,043

since its 2016 launch, a 50 percent increase from its

early years.

The CSLP is a framework aimed at developing and

nurturing leadership capabilities within the country's

civil service.

Leadership development measures of the Civil Service

Institute contributing to the increase include the 31st

Executive Development Programme for Senior

Government Officers (EDPSGO), 35th Executive

Development Programme for Middle Management

Officers (EDPMMO) and Cohort-9 Young Executive

Programme (YEP). These programs blend academic

study with hands-on experiences, including fieldwork,

study tours, and policy discussions. [Borneo Bulletin]
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Brunei: Cybersecurity agency and

telecommunications provider renew

partnership

(tl) The Cyber Security Brunei (CSB), Brunei’s

cybersecurity agency, and the Unified National

Networks (UNN), the country’s state-owned

telecommunications infrastructure provider, have

renewed their collaboration for a third term to

enhance cybersecurity awareness and address

evolving digital threats, especially those linked to

artificial intelligence (AI).

The partnership will now place stronger emphasis on

risks such as AI-driven phishing and deepfakes. By

leveraging social media and public events, both

agencies aim to educate communities and businesses

across Brunei on cybersecurity best practices. The

renewed effort includes joint participation in national

roadshows. [Borneo Bulletin]

Brunei: National Security Committee

conducted table-top exercise

(ga) The National Security Committee (NSC) conducted

a two-day table-top exercise (TTX) last week bringing

together security agencies and government

stakeholders to evaluate and coordinate national crisis

response strategies.

Led by the Royal Brunei Police Force, the training

focused on testing existing procedures and improving

strategic, operational, and tactical coordination.

Participants from multiple ministries and agencies

engaged in scenario-based discussions aimed at

strengthening inter-agency collaboration. [Borneo

Bulletin 1] [Borneo Bulletin 2]

Cambodia: Electricity coverage surpasses

targets despite ongoing challenges

(gm) At a ceremony marking the 20th anniversary of

the Rural Electrification Fund, Minister of Mines and

Energy Keo Rottanak and Electricité du Cambodge

(EDC) Director Praing Chulasa confirmed that

Cambodia has reached 95.24% household

electrification and 99.15% village-level access to

electricity, surpassing World Bank projections. [Khmer

Times]
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Cambodia’s power generation capacity has expanded

25-fold since 2000, now totaling 5,360 MW, with 3,600

MW available for continuous supply. Despite this

progress, residents and civil society groups report

ongoing issues with service quality, reliability, and

affordability—particularly in areas served by private

operators, such as newly developed zones along 50

and 60 Meter Roads.

In 2023, the government allocated USD 150 million in

subsidies to stabilize electricity tariffs, though EDC still

projected a USD 130 million loss. To improve long-term

sustainability, EDC has launched a digital

modernization project with support from the Agence

Française de Développement and the European Union,

aiming to reduce outages and energy loss, and to

better integrate renewable sources. [Khmer Times]

Cambodia: Fish production increased

amid heightened enforcement operations

against illegal fishing

(sal) Fish production in Pursat province, located close

the Tonle Sap Lake, which is one of the most

productive inland fisheries in the world, has risen by 26

percent over five years, as reported by the provincial

government during a visit of a delegation of the

European Union and the UN Food and Agriculture

Organization to fishing communities last week to

inspect the implementation of the EU-funded CAPFISH-

Capture program.

He credited coordinated enforcement operations

against illegal fishing for boosting yields from 330,000

tons in 2020 to 420,000 tons in 2024. In early 2025

alone, authorities arrested 478 suspects (including 47

foreigners), dismantled thousands of illegal fishing

tools, and secured pledges from over 400 fishermen to

comply with regulations. [The Phnom Penh Post]

Aimed to enhance the sustainability and

competitiveness of Cambodia’s post-harvest fisheries

sector, the CAPFISH-Capture program is implemented

by the United Nations Industrial Development

Organization (UNIDO) in partnership with Cambodia’s

Fisheries Administration (FiA). It is part of the broader

Cambodia Programme for Sustainable and Inclusive

Growth in the Fisheries Sector.

Indonesia: Government faces backlash

over layoffs in media sector
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(th) The Indonesian government is facing growing

criticism over mass layoffs in the media sector, with

experts and lawmakers attributing the crisis to weak

policy support. The criticism comes amid data of

Indonesian Press Council revealing that between 2023

and 202 at least 1,200 media workers lost their jobs,

with more layoffs reportedly in progress at major news

outlets.

Policy experts argue that the lack of government

policies to protect the media business is resulting in

many media outlets and news stations to launch mass

layoffs, urging the Communication and Informatics

Ministry to actively formulating strategic policies to

support the growth of the media industry, including

providing fiscal assistance to help Indonesian news

outlets. [Jakarta Globe 1] [Jakarta Globe 2]

Indonesia: Golkar Party chairman

dismisses presidential ambitions

(th) Bahlil Lahadalia, chairman of Golkar Party – the

largest party in the House of Representatives and part

of the ruling coalition – declared on May 7 that he will

seek a seat in the House of Representatives from

Papua in the 2029 legislative election, while denying

speculation of a possible presidential, or vice-

presidential bid.

He dismissed any intention of entering the presidential

race, stating that as party leader, his focus is on

increasing Golkar’s legislative representation instead.

He also maintained the party’s commitment to

supporting the current administration of President

Prabowo Subianto, until the end of its term in 2029. 

[Jakarta Globe]

In the 2024 legislative elections, Golkar secured 102

seats, an increase from 85 in 2019, under the

leadership of former chairman Airlangga Hartarto, who

is now Indonesia’s Chief Economic Affairs Minister.

[Jakarta Globe] [VOI]

Indonesia: Lawmaker found guilty of

ethics breach over derogatory comments

(th) The House of Representative Ethics Council has

ordered Ahmad Dhani, a member of the House of

Representatives since last October, to issue a public

apology after finding him guilty of a breach of ethics

over derogatory comments. Dhani maintained his
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position that he was innocent of any misconduct,

saying that his remarks were not in violation of any

law.

In April 2025, Dhani mocked the surname of singer-

songwriter Raven Pono, by referring to it as “porno”.

Raven filed a complaint with both the National Police

and the House Ethics Council, saying that the comment

was insulting to the Pono clan, a respected clan in of

East Nusa Tenggara.

In a separate incident during a legislative meeting with

the Soccer Association of Indonesia (PSSI) in March,

Dhani criticized the association’s naturalization policy

for foreign players, arguing that "Caucasian individuals

with blonde hair and blue eyes" did not reflect the

nation's identity. He also suggested that “widowed”

foreign players should be matched with Indonesian

women, further expressing hope that the descendants

of such a union would become future members of the

national soccer team. [The Jakarta Post]

The remark drew condemnation from women’s rights

activists and the National Commission of Violence

Against Women, which called it demeaning and

insulting to women and Indonesia’s dignity. [Antara]

[Jakarta Globe 1] [Tempo]

Dhani, a musician turned lawmaker of the Gerindra

Party – the third largest party in the House of

Representatives and part of the ruling coalition – has

been involved in multiple controversies. In 2019, he

was sentenced to 1.5 years in prison by a Jakarta court,

for hate speech, after making derogatory comments

about supporters of then-Jakarta Governor Basuki

Tjahaja Purnama. Later that year, a court in Surabaya

sentenced him to one year in prison for calling his

political opponents “idiots”. That prison sentence was

later reduced to a six-month suspended sentence.

[Jakarta Globe 2]

Indonesia: Investigation into circus

performer abuse allegations demanded

(th) The Human Rights Ministry has called on the

National Police's Criminal Investigation Department to

reopen investigation into the alleged abuse and

exploitation of performers by Oriental Circus Indonesia

(OCI), recommending the creation formation of a joint

fact-finding team to this end. [Indonesia National

Police]

OCI is suspected of committing four human rights

violations, including infringement on performers' rights
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to identity, freedom from economic exploitation,

education, safety, and social security. In addition, the

circus management of physical and sexual abuse and

involvement in practices resembling modern slavery.

For years, former performers have been claiming that

they were hired as children and were then forced to

work without legal protection. The case was reported

in 1997, but was dropped by the police two years later.

OCI, founded in 1971, was one of Indonesia's most

popular circus groups, operating until 1997 and

holding a commemorative performance in 2020 for its

50th anniversary. After the founder’s death, his

children went on to establish Taman Safari Indonesia

in 1981. [The Jakarta Post]

Lawmakers welcomed the ministry’s move, highlighting

flaws in the country’s human rights protection system

exposed by the case. [Antara 1] [Antara 2] [VOI]

Indonesia: President Prabowo expects

village co-ops to bridge rural gap

(th) President Prabowo Subianto has reaffirmed his

expectation that the Red and White Village

Cooperatives Program will ensure stronger ties

between the central government and rural residents,

as announced by Sudaryono, Deputy Minister of

Agriculture.

He also emphasized that the Prabowo administration

aims to use the village cooperates as ways to help

enhance villagers’ access to staple goods, health

services, medicines, liquefied petroleum gas, and

fertilizers at rational prices (see AiR No.17, April/2025,

5). [Antara 1]

The Red and White Village Cooperatives Program is

one of Prabowo’s flagship initiatives launched to

strengthen rural economies, reduce poverty, and

promote economic self-sufficiency across the country’s

villages.

In a media statement on May 8, Coordinator Minister

for Food Zulkifli Hasan informed that a total of 9,835

cooperatives has been established since the

dissemination of Presidential Instruction Number 9 of

2025 on the Acceleration of the Red and White Village

Cooperative’s Formation. The Indonesian government

is also hoping to start operations at the cooperatives in

October.
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To fund the program, the government has formulated

a loan scheme aimed at supporting the formation and

operations of these rural cooperatives. For the initial

stage, a loan of up to IDR 3 billion (USD 182,000) will be

made available.

In addition, a task force has been to assist the

cooperatives in running productive and profitable

business has been established for continued guidance

and mentoring to ensure the growth of these

cooperatives, and the delivery of material benefits to

rural residents. [Antara 2] [Antara 3]

Indonesia: Online gambling found to be

extensive in military

(th) Online gambling is becoming more pervasive

within the Indonesian Military Armed Forces (TNI),

according to the Military Police Center, central

authority overseeing military law enforcement within

the TNI. In a press conference on May 7, TNI Military

Police commander Yusri Yunarto warned that issue has

become concerning, prompting the military to take

preventive measures across its ranks.

In November 2024, the Military Police recorded 4,000

TNI staff who had participated in online gambling.

Sanctions were later imposed among those staff, as a

disincentive, with the Military Police committing to

giving stricter penalties for repeat offenders. Other

measures could include dismissal and criminal

prosecution. According to Yunarto, these measures are

targeted at breaking the cycle of gambling within the

military. [Tempo 1]

To address the issue, the Military Police Center has

mandated unit commanders throughout the nation to

implement various preventive measures, such as

awareness campaigns, and random inspections of

soldiers’ electronic devices. [Tempo 1] [Tempo 2]

A task force to track and address the personnel’s

participation in online gambling has also been formed

in late 2024, focusing on internal monitoring. [Jakarta

Globe]

Yunarto dismissed the possibility of financial

difficulties being one of the causes of the gambling

problems. He claimed that TNI solders enjoy sufficient

welfare. [Tempo 1]
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Indonesia: Police arrests suspects in

money-laundering ring linked to online

gambling

(th) The National Police’s Criminal Investigation

Department has discovered a money-laundering plot,

which involved IDR 530 billion (USD 32 million),

suspected of having obtained from online gambling.

Two suspects in the case were identified to be the

Commissioner and Director of PT A2Z Solusindo

Teknology (AST), an IT company specializing in

developing innovative and efficient digital solutions.

They allegedly used a shell company and thousands of

bank accounts to control and disguise the money flow

linked to online gambling. The suspects also

established and controlled companies to keep, collect

and transfer funds from illegal online gambling

operations. [Organized Crime and Corruption

Reporting Project]

The suspects have been participating in the gambling

business since 2007 and had been in the money

laundering operation since 2019. They currently face

charges under the 2010 Money Laundering Law and

may face up to 20 years in prison if found guilty.

[Indonesian Police] [Jakarta Globe] [The Jakarta Post]

Indonesia: Military Police to aid

government in handling problematic

organizations

(th) The Military Police Unit of the Indonesian National

Armed Forces (TNI) has decided to assign intelligence

officers to help the government in handling community

organizations that are accused of disturbing public

order. Under the assignment, the agents are

authorized to investigate and take necessary actions to

assist institutions in dealing with critical issues.

In response, Home Affairs Minister Tito Karnavian has

proposed the revision of Law Number 17 of 2013 on

Community Organizations (see AiR No. 17, April/2025,

5). [Antara]

Indonesia: Jakarta to crack down on

increased thuggery

(th) The local government of Jakarta plans to deploy

officers from its Public Security and Order Agency
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(Satpol PP), the capital’s municipal law enforcement

body, to protect residents from thuggery.

State Secretary Minister Prasetyo Hadi pointed to

concerns about the recent increase in unlawful

behaviors committed by individuals posing as

community organizations, which have been said to

disrupt investment in Indonesia. [Antara 1] [Antara 2]

Hadi also explained that the government has set up a

task force to tackle mass organizations that are

disrupting the order of public life and investment

activities, effective from May 6. Along with the police

and the Home Affairs Ministry, the task force will

operate under the Coordinating Ministry for Political

and Security Affairs and take action against

problematic organizations that operate is ways similar

to that of a gangster or “preman”, unregistered

organizations, as well as public organizations that

extort from business owners.

The Indonesian government has also threatened to

revoke the registration of mass organizations and

freeze their access to government services, should

they be found to have participated in acts of thuggery

or public disorder. [Indonesia Business Post]

Laos: National postal service employees

prosecuted in major corruption

(dql) Laotian authorities have prosecuted multiple

former Lao Post Office employees in a major

corruption case, recovering over LAK 58 billion (approx.

USD 2.7 million).

The ongoing investigation, launched in 2023, targeted

38 individuals—29 from Sekong Province. Thirteen

have been sentenced, 14 await trial, one suspect has

died, and another remains at large.

In related cases, 11 employees from the Bank of Laos

and BCEL were detained in March for corruption and

abuse of power. Additionally, the former Deputy

Director of Electricité du Laos and four contractors,

including a foreign national, are being prosecuted over

fraud linked to the Nam Hinboun Hydropower Project.

In February, four senior officials from the State

Inspection Authority and three individuals accused of

bribery were also detained. [The Laotian Times]

Malaysia: People’s Justice Party members

over dual party membership amid
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looming internal tensions

(tl) The People’s Justice Party (PKR) has expelled 28

members, including three elected division leaders, for

holding concurrent membership in other political

parties. Initially, 36 members were flagged, but 11

were reinstated after appealing and showing

continued loyalty to PKR.

The expulsion comes ahead of the party’s upcoming

National Congress, including the Youth (AMK) and

Women’s Wing congresses, scheduled to take place

from 22 to 24 May, with voting on May 23. [Free

Malaysia Today] [The Vibes]

Prime Minister and PKR President Anwar Ibrahim

described the upcoming election as a “contest among

loyal friends,” emphasizing the importance of

maintaining party unity and brotherhood. Speaking

after chairing the Sabah PKR State Leadership Council

meeting, Anwar stressed the need to strengthen party

solidarity and work as a cohesive team after the PKR

National Congress.

Anwar remains unchallenged for the party presidency.

The deputy president post will see a contest between

his daughter Nurul Izzah Anwar, who serves as Co-

chairperson of the Secretariat of the Special Advisory

Body to the Minister of Finance, and incumbent Rafizi

Ramli, the current economy minister, while twelve

candidates are competing for the vice-president

positions. [Malay Mail]

Defying Anwar’s call for party unity and indicating

tensions within the party, Rafizi warned that Anwar

risks losing re-election in the 2028 general election if

he drifts from his anti-corruption agenda, a core

platform that brought him to power. He added that

public trust in the ruling coalition is eroding due to

perceptions of nepotism and unfulfilled reform

promises, especially amid controversy over moves to

promote Anwar’s daughter within the party.

Rafizi cited declining support across ethnic groups,

with internal polling showing backing from Malay

voters at just 27 percent—far below the 35 percent

needed to retain power—while opposition coalition

Perikatan Nasional maintains stronger support.

Support among Chinese and Indian voters has also

reportedly halved.

However, Rafizi, who has championed economic

reforms and led anti-corruption efforts, has drawn

backlash for threatening to resign if he loses the

upcoming PKR internal election. [South China Morning

Post]
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The PKR, widely recognized as a center-left, reformist

political party, is a component party of the Pakatan

Harapan ruling coalition.

Malaysia: Legal experts urge stronger role

for Judicial Appointments Commission

(tl) Legal experts have expressed support for

strengthening the Judicial Appointments Commission

(JAC) as a means to enhance judicial independence in

Malaysia. Speakers at a forum hosted by the Malaysian

Bar on May 10, including former JAC members and

legal scholars, agreed that while the JAC has improved

transparency and merit-based selection since its

formation in 2009, reforms are needed to limit the

executive’s influence.

Under the current system, the JAC assesses and votes

on judicial candidates before recommending names to

the prime minister, who can either accept them or

request alternative choices. Final appointments are

made by the King Yang di-Pertuan Agong, following the

prime minister’s advice and consultation with the

Conference of Rulers. Critics argue this process gives

excessive power to the executive branch.

Key proposals included amending the Federal

Constitution to formally enshrine the JAC’s role and to

make its recommendations legally binding on the

prime minister. Legal experts emphasized that

although executive participation in judicial

appointments is common in many Commonwealth

systems, Malaysia must implement clearer limits to

prevent overreach.

Suggestions also included giving JAC members security

of tenure and setting stricter selection criteria to

ensure impartiality in judicial appointments. [Malay

Mail]

Malaysia: GRS may contest Sabah polls

solo if PH-BN form alliance

(tl) Sabah Chief Minister Hajiji Noor announced that

Gabungan Rakyat Sabah (GRS) coalition is ready to run

in the upcoming state election independently if

Pakatan Harapan (PH) and Barisan Nasional (BN)

proceed with plans to form an electoral alliance.

Emphasizing that Sabah should be led by local parties

that understand its people, Hajiji warned that a PH-BN

pact could marginalize native voices. His comments
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came after PH and BN signaled plans to negotiate seat-

sharing to ensure political stability and federal unity.

As chairman of the eight-party GRS bloc, he announced

plans to convene a leadership meeting to decide the

coalition’s direction and initiate formal discussions with

other local parties to align electoral strategies. [Malay

Mail]

PH, BN, and Gabungan Rakyat Sabah (GRS) are the

political coalitions in Malaysia that currently form the

federal unity government. PH is led by current Prime

Minister Anwar Ibrahim that includes major parties like

PKR (People’s Justice Party), DAP (Democratic Action

Party) and Amanah (Party Amanah Negerara). BN, once

the long-standing alliance dominated by UMNO

(United Malays National Organization) is now a partner

in the unity government, despite being former rivals

with PH. GRS is a coalition based in Sabah, that

focused on state rights and autonomy, and it also

supports the national unity government.

Malaysia: Anti-corruption body detains

three in ongoing citizenship confirmation

corruption probe

(tl) The Malaysian Anti-Corruption Commission (MACC)

has arrested two Home Ministry officials and one

member of the public in connection with a corruption

case involving the acceleration of citizenship

confirmation processes. The arrests are linked to

ongoing investigations under the MACC’s broader anti-

corruption campaigns, including Ops Outlander and

Ops Birth which targets syndicates involved in

fraudulent birth registrations and citizenship

applications.

This latest development follows a string of recent

arrests tied to the falsification of birth documents and

the alleged use of bribes to fast-track citizenship

verifications. The MACC had earlier detained 16

individuals, including a high-profile doctor, legal and

civil service personnel, and agents. Authorities have

also frozen several bank accounts and seized key

documents. [Malay Mail]

Malaysia: Massive surge in power theft

due to illegal crypto mining reported

(dql) Tenaga Nasional Berhad (TNB), the largest

government-linked electricity utility company in
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Malaysia has reported a 300 percent surge in power

theft from 2018-2024 years, believed to be linked to

illegal cryptocurrency mining, causing over MYR 500

million (USD 116 million) in losses. These operations—

found in both urban and rural—typically run high-

powered mining rigs 24/7, illegally tapping electricity to

generate digital currencies like Bitcoin.

An average of more than 2,300 electricity theft cases

annually linked to cryptocurrency activities was

recorded between January 2020 and December 2024.

Responding to these figures, TNB is pushing for

stronger enforcement under the Electricity Supply Act,

along with using artificial intelligence and predictive

analytics to identify and flag abnormal consumption.

[Malay Mail]

Data protection experts, meanwhile, have warned that

the scale of power theft highlights deeper

vulnerabilities in Malaysia’s digital ecosystem,

especially the absence of clear regulations on

cryptocurrency activities, which can enable money

laundering and tax evasion. Stronger enforcement and

a regulatory framework were urged to govern digital

operations.

Despite the country's push for digitalization and efforts

to attract foreign investment in data centers,

significant cybersecurity gaps remain. In 2022,

personal data of 22.5 million Malaysians was stolen

from government servers, and in March 2025, a

cyberattack disrupted operations at Kuala Lumpur

International Airport, accompanied by a US$10 million

ransom demand. [South China Morning Post]

Malaysia: Government spends MYR 14

billion on development projects across

Sabah

(tl) Prime Minister Anwar Ibrahim announced that 144

development projects worth USD 2.94 billion have

been implemented in Sabah, including upgrades to

Tawau Hospital and Lahad Datu Prison, and the

construction of a heart center and container port. Over

USD 73.5 million was also allocated for a solar

program, with Tawau selected as the pilot site.

During the Sabah Madani Rakyat Programme (PMR)

2025 closing ceremony, Anwar also announced an

additional USD 2.1 million to improve small shops,

benefiting local traders, especially mothers. [Malay

Mail 1]
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The Sabah Madani Rakyat Programme 2025 is a

government-led initiative aimed at fostering national

unity, reducing poverty, and promoting

entrepreneurship in Sabah. Held from May 9 to 11, the

event featured a variety of activities designed to

engage the community and provide access to

government services.

MYR 2.3 billion allocated for new schools and repairs in

Sabah

Meanwhile, the Ministry of Education (MOE) has

allocated USD 512.38 million to fund 52 new school

projects in Sabah, aiming to tackle long-standing issues

with dilapidated school infrastructure. Education

Minister Fadhlina Sidek, during a working visit to

Kalabakan, shared that out of 390 planned upgrades

and reconstructions in the state, 230 have been

completed.[Malay Mail 2]

Malaysia: AI and digital asset council set

up

(tl) Malaysia has launched the Digital Asset and

Artificial Intelligence(AI) Advisory Council to accelerate

the country’s digital economy and strengthen its

competitiveness in the global technologies.

The council aims to provide strategic guidance on

harnessing AI and digital assets, positioning Malaysia

at the forefront of the digital economy. It will be staffed

with local and international experts, industry leaders,

academics, and policy specialists to ensure globally

aligned yet locally relevant strategies. [Malay Mail]

Malaysia: Central Bank maintains 3

percent interest rate amid strong Q1

growth and global trade risks

(ga) Bank Negara Malaysia, the country’s central bank,

has maintained the Overnight Policy Rate (OPR) at 3

percent during its ninth monetary policy meeting,

citing continued domestic economic strength and a

rebound in industrial activity. The decision is

supported by stable inflation, strong consumer

spending, and front-loaded exports.

Despite solid Q1 performance, the central bank

highlighted growing risks to the global economic

outlook, particularly from geopolitical tensions, rising

tariffs, and uncertain trade negotiations. These factors
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pose potential volatility in financial markets and could

affect Malaysia's growth through reduced external

demand and weaker investor sentiment. [Reuters 1]

[Business Times]

Meanwhile, Malaysia's exports are expected to be

more influenced by global economic growth and trade

rather than currency fluctuations, according to Trade

Minister Tengku Zafrul Aziz. Exports rose by 6.8

percent in March 2025, driven by frontloading of

orders ahead of potential U.S. tariffs. However, the

minister noted that this growth is unlikely to continue

at the same pace, with exports projected to rise 5.2

percent in 2025.

Malaysia is facing a 24 percent tariff on exports to the

U.S. starting in July, unless an agreement is reached

between the two nations. Malaysia is open to

negotiating with the U.S. to reduce the tariff and

address trade imbalances. To prevent illicit

transshipment, Malaysia's trade ministry will now be

the sole issuer of certificates of origin for U.S. exports

and will enhance audits and investigations. [Reuters 2]

Malaysia: First maritime patrol aircraft

from Italy to be delivered by late 2026

(tl) Malaysia is set to receive its first Maritime Patrol

Aircraft (MPA) from Italian aerospace, defense and

security company Leonardo by the end of 2026, with

the second unit to follow three months later. The

delivery is part of a MYR 900 million (approx. USD 189

million) procurement deal signed in 2023 to enhance

maritime security and surveillance.

The aircraft, based on the ATR 72-600 model and

designated as P-72M, will be equipped with advanced

systems for anti-surface warfare (ASuW) and anti-

submarine warfare (ASW). 

The project, now over 60 percent complete, aligns with

the Royal Malaysian Air Force’s (RMAF) long-term

Capability Development Plan 2055 (CAP 55), which

includes acquiring six MPAs. These aircraft will also

support search and rescue, maritime zone monitoring,

joint military operations, and inter-agency

enforcement. [Malay Mail]

Myanmar: Aid cuts leave over 100,000

displaced refugees facing hunger and

hardship along border with Thailand
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(nf) According to civil society organizations, over

108,000 displaced Myanmar nationals—predominantly

ethnic Karen from Kayin State—are facing worsening

humanitarian conditions in refugee camps along the

border with Thailand, following substantial

international reductions in assistance. Driven out by

successive military air raids, village arson, and artillery

shelling, many have resided in the camps for years

without legal status, labor rights, or access to

elementary services.

The case has steeply deteriorated since the U.S.

reduced funding to USAID, which subsidized

approximately 69 percent of the camps' support,

allowing for food, healthcare, and sanitation. Kids now

receive only five to eight U.S. cents a day in food, sums

civil society organizations say are below survival levels.

Aid-dependent NGOs cut back services and staff, and

there are fears of new disease outbreaks.

Despite a May 31 ceasefire announcement by the

junta, airstrikes continued, forcibly displacing yet

thousands more. Karen forces are calling urgently for

resumed aid, labor rights in Thailand, and lifting of

restrictions on cross-border humanitarian access.

[Radio Free Asia]

Myanmar: Over USD 25 million allocated

to People’s Defense Forces since start of

resistance

(hw) The National Unity Government (NUG) announced

that it has allocated more than USD 25 million to the

People’s Defense Forces (PDF) over the past four years.

Of this amount, USD 22 million was raised through

fundraising efforts, primarily via the People’s

Revolution Support Family (PRF) program.

The funds were distributed to more than 300 PDF

brigades across the country. According to the NUG, the

money was raised from the beginning of the resistance

until September 2024.

The PRF is a fundraising initiative launched by the

NUG, allowing individuals to register as “combatants”

and contribute financially to support the PDF forces.

According to available data, the majority of donations

came from contributors in Singapore, followed by

donors in Myanmar and the United States. [BBC News,

in Burmese]
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Myanmar: Junta announces new truce

amid continued airstrikes

(nf/hw/anl) The military junta has declared on May 9 a

renewed ceasefire until the end of May, citing the need

to continue reconstruction efforts following a deadly

March 28 earthquake that killed nearly 3,800 people

and left tens of thousands homeless.

The new truce follows a previous ceasefire that expired

in late April, which the junta was widely accused of

violating. According to the U.N. and independent

monitors, more than 240 military attacks — including

over 170 airstrikes — occurred after the first ceasefire

was announced, many in areas most affected by the

quake.

Despite the ceasefire extension, the junta warned it

would retaliate against any actions by ethnic armed

groups or anti-coup forces. Local residents and rights

monitors remain skeptical, pointing to ongoing clashes

and displacement in regions like Karen state.

U.N. human rights chief Volker Turk condemned the

junta’s actions, calling for an immediate, genuine

nationwide ceasefire and a return to civilian rule amid

what he described as “unremitting violence” against

civilians despite the declared truce. [Mizzima 1]

[Channel News Asia] [The Diplomat]

Junta airstrikes

Between May 2-8, the military junta carried out at least

82 airstrikes targeting civilian areas across 14 regions,

according to a report by the Yangon-based research

group Nyan Lynn Thit Analytica. The attacks killed at

least 28 civilians and injured 77 others, with 30 of the

airstrikes taking place during the ceasefire’s extension

period from May 6-8 alone.

While some of the airstrikes coincided with clashes

between junta forces and resistance groups, the

majority directly targeted residential areas, causing

widespread destruction. Civilian infrastructure was

heavily impacted, including the destruction of five

schools, two clinics, and four religious buildings. The

Mandalay Region was the most heavily targeted area

among those struck by both the earthquake and

subsequent military action.

The findings, compiled from 39 independent media

and social media sources, suggest the actual number

of airstrikes could be even higher. [Mizzima 2]

[Burmese News International]
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In addition, local sources reported that the military

junta carried out a series of airstrikes over two

consecutive days, May 10-11, in three villages in Wetlet

Township, Sagaing Region, killing 10 civilians and

injuring 14 others, including four young novices. The

Wetlet Information Network, a pro-resistance media,

stated that there was no fighting or armed presence

near the villages. [Mizzima 3]

Meanwhile, the National Unity Government (NUG)

reported that on May 12 the military junta launched an

airstrike on a school in Oe Htein Kwin village, Tabayin

township, in the Sagaing region, killing at least 17

students and injuring more than 20 others. The attack,

which occurred during school hours, reportedly

involved a jet from Meiktila Air Force Base targeting the

facility—operated by the NUG in a rebel-controlled

area.

Residents and officials from the NUG said two teachers

were also killed, and the death toll could rise as some

students remain missing.

This strike is one of the deadliest single attacks on

children since the military seized power in 2021 and

comes amid a broader pattern of ongoing airstrikes

and artillery shelling.  Since the truce was announced,

more than 200 civilians have reportedly been killed in

similar attacks, raising grave concerns about the

junta’s disregard for humanitarian norms and the

protection of civilians in conflict zones. [Radio Free

Asia] [Channel News Asia] [BBC News] [Myanmar Now,

in Burmese]

Junta military captures outposts of resistance force

Regime forces have claimed the capture of at least

eight outposts of the Ta’ang National Liberation Army

(TNLA) in Nawnghkio Township, northern Shan State.

The offensive, which reportedly killed four civilians

including a child and injured seven.

The TNLA reported renewed fighting after junta forces

launched an assault near Thayet Cho Village on May 8,

with Artillery Battalion 902, a key military installation

situated in Nawnghkio Township, shelling the area 16

times and deploying drone bombs.

Clashes were also reported earlier last week near

Thayet Cho, and on May near Yar Pyin and Naung Lin

Villages, where the junta used artillery, drones, and

chemical bombs, according to the TNLA. Additional

strikes targeted Ommathi and Taung Hla Villages. [The

Irrawaddy]
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Myanmar: Junta soldiers flee to Thailand

following resistance force attack

(anl) Junta soldiers and police officers have reportedly

fled across the border into Thailand following an attack

by joint forces of the Karen National Liberation Army

(KNLA) on the Htee Khee Strategic Camp along the

Dawei-Htee Khee road in Dawei Township, Tanintharyi

Region.

According the Karen National Union (KNU), the KNLA’s

political arm, the offensive began in the third week of

April. Since then, the junta has relied heavily on

airstrikes and aerial resupply missions, as ground

routes to the camp have been cut off. In the first week

of May, over 30 personnel, including nine police

officers, reportedly fled to Thailand, some allegedly

carrying weapons. However, the exact figures have not

been independently verified.

Clashes continue near the Htee Khee area. On May 7,

resistance forces also attacked a junta checkpoint at

Pauk Taing Bridge, the main entry point to Dawei town,

resulting in reported casualties. In response, junta

forces have increased security and established more

checkpoints. [Mizzima]

Philippines: Mid-term elections intensify

power struggle between Marcos and

Duterte families

(dnb/lm) The May 12 mid-term elections in the

Philippines, viewed as a referendum on President

Ferdinand Marcos Jr.'s leadership and a power struggle

between the Marcos and Duterte families, have left the

political landscape divided. With over 68 million

Filipinos voting for more than 18,000 national and local

positions, the elections were held amid growing

dissatisfaction with Marcos’ presidency, rising living

costs, and concerns over his handling of the rivalry

with the Dutertes.

The composition of the Senate is particularly crucial, as

it will soon decide the impeachment trial of estranged

Vice President Sara Duterte, scheduled for July. A

conviction would remove her from office and

permanently bar her from holding public office,

including running for president in 2028—a race for

which she remains the public opinion frontrunner.

While the Marcos camp had hoped to secure a strong

Senate majority, only one of Marcos’ preferred

candidates, broadcaster Erwin Tulfo, placed among the
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top five Senate winners, limiting his direct influence.

What further complicates matters for Marcos is the

uncertainty over how his Senate allies will approach

the impeachment case. Senators are known for

prioritizing personal political ambitions, and shifting

loyalties could make securing a conviction difficult.

[CNN] [Reuters]

Meanwhile, the Duterte family defied predictions of

political decline following recent legal setbacks. Former

President Rodrigo Duterte, detained at the

International Criminal Court (ICC) in The Hague since

March on charges of crimes against humanity, won a

landslide victory in the Davao mayoral race. His

youngest son, Sebastian Duterte, won the vice mayoral

seat and is expected to assume mayoral duties in his

father’s absence. Eldest son Paolo Duterte was

reelected to the House of Representatives, and two

Duterte grandsons also won local races, underscoring

the family’s enduring dominance in their southern

stronghold.

In the Senate, key Duterte loyalists performed strongly.

Former presidential aide Christopher “Bong” Go

topped the senatorial race, while former police chief

Ronald dela Rosa—widely seen as the architect of

Duterte’s drug war—placed third. Both face potential

ICC investigations but ran aggressive campaigns

defending Duterte-era policies. Another close ally, Rep.

Rodante Marcoleta, secured a Senate seat and has

pledged to defend Sara Duterte during the

impeachment trial. Marcos’ older sister, Imee Marcos,

who recently broke ranks with her brother to support

the Dutertes, also appears to have won a Senate seat.

[TIME]

Adding further complexity, reformist candidates linked

to former Vice President Leni Robredo staged an

unexpected comeback. Bam Aquino and Kiko

Pangilinan—closely associated with Robredo’s 2022

presidential campaign—secured second and fifth

places in the Senate race, despite polling low in pre-

election surveys.

The Aquino family’s return is particularly symbolic.

Once the Marcoses’ primary political rivals in the 1980s

and 1990s, the Aquinos have been largely absent from

national politics in recent years. The assassination of

opposition leader Benigno "Ninoy" Aquino Jr. in 1983

catalyzed the People Power Revolution that ousted

President Ferdinand Marcos Sr.—the current

president’s father—in 1986. The mid-term election

results signal a possible political revival for the Aquinos

and the broader liberal opposition. [BBC]
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Vice President Sara Duterte expressed her

disappointment with the mid-term elections and

vowed to set up a powerful opposition against the

incumbent Marcos administration. The vice president

also called on all citizens “regardless of background or

past affiliation” to join her cause in building the

opposition. [The Inquirer.net]

Philippines: ICC rejects ex-President

Duterte’s appeal to excuse judges from

case

(dnb) The International Criminal Court (ICC) has

dismissed former Philippine President Rodrigo

Duterte’s appeal to excuse two judges from his crimes

against humanity case related to the so-called war on

drugs. Duterte’s defense had requested the removal of

Judges Reine Adelaide Sophie Alapini-Gansou and

Maria del Socorro Flores Liera, citing alleged “perceived

bias.”

The ICC ruled that only the concerned judges may

request their own excusal before the Presidency and

that no party to a case can make a preemptive request

for such action. Duterte, arrested in Manila on March

11 under an ICC warrant and immediately flown to The

Hague, faces charges linked to thousands of deaths

during his anti-drug campaign from 2016 to 2022.

[Anadolu Ajansı] [Inquirer.net]

Philippines: Falling inflation and interest

rate cuts offer mixed outlook as growth

slows

(dnb) The Philippine economy faces a combination of

improving inflation and weakening growth prospects,

prompting the central bank (BSP) to consider further

interest rate cuts during its next policy meeting on June

19.

Economic growth projections for 2025 have been

revised down to 5 percent, from an earlier estimate of

5.7 percent, due to global economic disruptions

caused by volatile U.S. trade policies and weakening

domestic private spending. This forecast falls short of

the government’s official growth target of 6 to 8

percent and could mark the weakest expansion since

2011, excluding the exceptional contraction during the

COVID-19 pandemic. [Business World] [Manila Bulletin]
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However, inflation has improved significantly. The

Philippines is projected to remain within its target

inflation rate of less than 2.3 percent for the upcoming

year, supported by a weakening U.S. dollar, lower

global oil prices, and easing supply-side pressures.

Inflation fell from 1.8 percent to 1.4 percent by April,

while core inflation remained steady at 2.2 percent.

This decline has fueled optimism in the markets, with

the Philippine Stock Exchange Index rising by 0.93

percent on May 6. The improved inflation outlook is

expected to ease consumer burdens and support

modest economic activity, particularly reflected in a

3.52 percent rise in the services sector.

Despite these positive inflation developments, World

Bank senior officials highlighted that recent currency

volatility—particularly the temporary weakening of the

U.S. dollar against the strengthening Philippine peso—

could create favorable conditions for further interest

rate cuts. Economists anticipate that the BSP will

continue its accommodative monetary policy,

potentially lowering the benchmark rate to 4.75

percent to stimulate domestic demand amidst ongoing

global uncertainties.

Meanwhile, the Philippines is also exploring financial

policy adjustments to strengthen its fiscal position. The

government is considering issuing more debt in the

local currency rather than relying on the Asian

Development Bank, as this approach is viewed as more

cost-effective and better aligned with efforts to

develop self-sufficient capital markets. Currently, 68

percent of the country’s debt is foreign currency-

denominated, and the government aims to reduce this

exposure to a maximum of 35 percent.

In addition, the government is working toward

reinstating the Philippines’ inclusion in JPMorgan’s

Government Bond Index-Emerging Markets, after it

was removed in January 2024 due to liquidity concerns.

[The Banker] [Manila Standard]

Philippines: Military academy to enhance

cyberwarfare and technology training

(jm) The Philippine Military Academy (PMA) will

restructure its curriculum starting next academic year

to incorporate training in hybrid and non-traditional

warfare scenarios, including cybersecurity, artificial

intelligence, drone technology, and asymmetric

warfare. The upgraded program will also feature

advanced combat simulations to improve readiness for

both conventional and emerging forms of conflict.
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In addition, the PMA will expand its annual intake to

2,000 cadets to ensure a broader pool of officers

equipped to address these challenges as part of the

Philippines’ ongoing national defense modernization

efforts. [Rappler]

Philippines: President orders new

strategic plan to end communist

insurgency

(lm) President Ferdinand Marcos Jr. has approved the

National Action Plan for Unity, Peace and Development

for 2025 to 2028, setting a new strategic direction

aimed at ending the country’s long-running communist

insurgency. The order outlines a whole-of-nation

approach to address the root causes of insurgency and

local armed conflict.

The new blueprint is anchored in the National Security

Policy 2023–2028 and the Philippine Development Plan

2023–2028, which prioritize an integrated, transparent,

people-centered, and human rights-based peace and

security policy. [The Manila Times]

The communist insurgency in the Philippines is one of

the world’s longest-running internal conflicts, dating

back to 1969 with the founding of the New People’s

Army (NPA), the armed wing of the Communist Party of

the Philippines (CPP). The movement has sought to

overthrow the government and establish a communist

state through protracted guerrilla warfare. Although its

influence has declined in recent years due to sustained

military operations and defections, insurgent activities,

including armed clashes and extortion practices,

continue in certain rural areas. Successive

administrations have pursued both military and

political solutions, with varying degrees of success, to

bring the decades-long conflict to an end.

Philippines: Government plans long-term

maritime defense strategy to end policy

‘pendulum’

(jm) The Philippines is drafting a long-term strategy to

safeguard its maritime claims in the South China Sea,

aiming to provide policy continuity beyond the

administration of President Ferdinand Marcos Jr. The

plan seeks to end the country’s pattern of alternating

between pro-Beijing and pro-Washington positions,

and instead establish a consistent, interest-driven

maritime policy focused on national sovereignty.
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The new policy is expected to focus on developing a

“credible and self-reliant defense system,” with priority

investments in multi-role fighter jets, submarines,

frigates, area denial systems, and advanced maritime

surveillance. Additionally, the strategy aims to

strengthen alliances with partners including the United

States, Australia, Japan, and New Zealand, while

exploring further defense agreements with France and

Britain.

At a security forum last week, National Security Adviser

Eduardo Año confirmed that the new strategy is a

direct response to China’s continued militarization of

disputed areas, particularly around Scarborough Shoal

(known locally as Bajo de Masinloc), where Chinese

coastguard and militia vessels have maintained a

persistent presence since 2012. Año stated that the

Philippines cannot ignore the “reality” of current

tensions and must prepare for long-term geopolitical

and security challenges.

Analysts welcomed the initiative but stressed that it

must go beyond public information campaigns and

include stronger defense capabilities, resilient supply

chains, and broader economic and diplomatic tools.

They also called for a more strategic defense budget to

support the modernization of the Armed Forces of the

Philippines. Observers note that Manila’s new

approach should include technical cooperation and

long-term logistical support, not just military hardware

acquisitions. [South China Morning Post]

Singapore: Major cabinet reshuffle

expected as prime minister forms first

post-election team

(lm) Following the ruling People’s Action Party (PAP)

securing 87 out of 97 seats in the May 3 general

election, Prime Minister Lawrence Wong is preparing

to announce a significant cabinet reshuffle—the first

fully under his leadership since assuming office in

2024. The new appointments are expected to both

consolidate Singapore’s current fourth-generation (4G)

leadership and begin grooming the fifth-generation

(5G) leaders, who are anticipated to assume key roles

in the next decade.

With veteran ministers including Senior Minister Teo

Chee Hean, Deputy Prime Minister Heng Swee Keat,

and Defence Minister Ng Eng Hen retiring, Wong is

widely expected to bring in new political office holders

and reassign key portfolios. The appointments of a

new defense minister, finance minister, and potentially
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a second deputy prime minister are especially

anticipated. [Channel NewsAsia 1]

One key development is the decision by National

Trades Union Congress (NTUC) secretary-general Ng

Chee Meng to decline a return to Cabinet, breaking

with the long-standing practice of including labor

leaders in government.

Ng’s announcement followed renewed public scrutiny.

He recently apologized for past remarks perceived as

dismissive during his tenure as education minister and

addressed the circulation of a photo showing him with

Su Haijin, a convicted member of the Fujian gang—a

transnational Chinese criminal syndicate involved in

money laundering and organized crime. Su was a key

figure in Singapore’s record-breaking SGD 3 billion

(USD 2.2 billion) money laundering case. [Channel

NewsAsia 2] [Channel NewsAsia 3] [Channel NewsAsia

4]

Another key decision is whether Wong will relinquish

his finance portfolio to focus fully on his leadership

agenda. Some analysts suggest he may hand over the

role to a successor to implement the Forward

Singapore social and economic roadmap, while others

believe he will retain the position in the short term to

oversee upcoming fiscal reforms. [Channel NewsAsia

1]

Singapore: Minor opposition party

founder retires from electoral politics but

remains active in party

(lm) Progress Singapore Party (PSP) founder and

chairman Tan Cheng Bock announced on May 10 that

he will retire from electoral politics but will remain

involved in the party’s leadership.

Founded in 2019, the PSP is a center-left opposition

party that presents itself as an alternative to the long-

dominant People’s Action Party, focusing on social

equity, political accountability, and building a more

inclusive society. In the recent general elections, the

party lost in all contested constituencies, including key

battlegrounds where it had previously come close to

unseating the ruling party. With these defeats, the PSP

also relinquished its five-year hold over the Non-

Constituency Member of Parliament seats previously

held by its secretary-general and vice-chairperson.

[Channel NewsAsia]
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Singapore: Court hears constitutional

challenge to drug law presumptions in

death row appeal

(lm) The Court of Appeal on May 7 heard arguments

challenging the constitutionality of key presumptions

in the Misuse of Drugs Act (MDA), which place the

burden on the accused to rebut trafficking and

possession claims once certain thresholds are met.

Arguing on behalf of four convicted drug traffickers, a

law academic and legal team contended that these

provisions violate the right to a fair trial under Article 9

of the Constitution by undermining the presumption of

innocence. The government countered that no such

presumption is enshrined in the Constitution, and that

the MDA’s structure is a proportionate response to

Singapore’s drug threat.

The court, led by the Chief Justice, has reserved

judgment. The outcome could have implications for

cases involving mandatory death penalties linked to

drug offences. [The Straits Times]

Singapore: Youth sexual offences remain

high

(lm) Singapore recorded over 460 arrests of youth aged

19 and below for sexual offences in 2024, a figure

comparable to the more than 470 cases in 2023.

According to the Ministry of Home Affairs (MHA), the

most common offence was sexual penetration of

minors, often involving victims known to the offenders.

Authorities attribute this persistent trend to early and

repeated exposure to pornography, which distorts

young people’s understanding of healthy relationships

and consent. Counsellors highlight that many youth

offenders act not with malicious intent but out of

distorted perceptions shaped by online content,

boredom, loneliness, or the desire for attention. [The

Straits Times]

Singapore: New state-owned gas entity

launched

(lm) Singapore has established a new government-

owned entity, Singapore GasCo, to centralize the

procurement and supply of natural gas, which powers

approximately 95 percent of the country’s electricity

generation. The move aims to enhance energy security
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by leveraging long-term contracts and diversified

sources amid the expiry of existing pipeline

agreements with Malaysia and Indonesia. [Channel

NewsAsia]

Singapore: Government launches new

household voucher scheme as cost-of-

living support continues

(lm) Singapore has launched a new round of

household vouchers worth SGD 500 (USD 380) per

household, part of ongoing efforts to ease cost-of-

living pressures. Prime Minister Lawrence Wong

announced the initiative on May 13, emphasizing that

the government will continue providing financial

assistance for as long as necessary.

The vouchers, part of the Community Development

Council (CDC) scheme originally introduced during the

COVID-19 pandemic, aim to support everyday

expenses. An additional SGD 300 (USD 230) in

vouchers will be distributed in January 2026, bringing

total support through the scheme to SGD 800 (USD

610) this financial year.

In addition to these vouchers, all adult Singaporeans

will receive a one-off SG60 payment in July—SGD 600

(USD 460) for adults and SGD 800 (USD 610) for seniors

aged 60 and above. Parents will also receive further

financial support for their children’s education.

A typical family of four with two young children is

expected to receive around SGD 5,000 (USD 3,810) in

direct support this financial year.

Prime Minister Wong stressed that these measures are

part of a broader, sustainable social support

framework. He pointed to Singapore’s strong fiscal

position, underpinned by earlier tax reforms, including

the increase of the Goods and Services Tax (GST) to

nine percent. [Channel NewsAsia] [The Straits Times 1]

[The Straits Times 2]

Singapore: Local currency continues to

strengthen as gold demand climbs amid

global uncertainty

(nl) The Singapore dollar (SGD) remains one of Asia's

top-performing currencies in 2025, appreciating nearly

5 percent against the U.S. dollar (USD). This trend
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reflects easing global trade tensions and a sharp USD

sell-off.

The Monetary Authority of Singapore (MAS)

contributed to the currency’s appreciation by adjusting

its policy stance, slightly reducing the pace of

appreciation for the Singapore dollar nominal effective

exchange rate (S$NEER) policy band in January and

April 2025. These adjustments were made in response

to the ongoing U.S.–China trade conflict. [South China

Morning Post] [Channel NewsAsia 1] [Monetary

Authority of Singapore]

At the same time, Singapore has experienced a sharp

increase in demand for gold. In the first quarter of

2025, sales of physical gold bars and coins rose by 35

percent year-on-year, marking the highest growth rate

since 2010. This reflects growing investor preference

for stable assets amid global economic uncertainty.

[Channel NewsAsia 2]

Singapore: Central bank to launch

dedicated office for green finance

deployment

(nl) The Monetary Authority of Singapore (MAS), the

country’s central bank and financial regulator, will

establish a dedicated office to manage the deployment

of USD 500 million in concessional capital for green

projects across Asia. The funds are part of the

Financing Asia’s Transition Partnership (FAST-P), a

platform launched by MAS at the COP28 summit in

December 2023 to raise up to USD 5 billion in blended

finance for sustainable infrastructure initiatives in the

region.

As part of the platform, the Green Investment

Programme (GIP)—managed by Pentagreen Capital, a

joint venture between Singapore’s state investment

fund Temasek and HSBC—is expected to begin

deploying capital in the coming months. The first three

FAST-P partnerships will involve the Asian

Development Bank, the Global Energy Alliance for

People and Planet, and Temasek. [The Straits Times]

[Monetary Authority of Singapore] [Economic

Development Board Singapore]

Singapore: Navy expands fleet, advances

modernization strategy
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(nl/lm) Singapore’s Ministry of Defence (MINDEF) has

signed a contract with Germany’s Thyssenkrupp

Marine Systems to acquire two additional Invincible-

class submarines, bringing the Republic of Singapore

Navy’s fleet to a total of six by 2034. The move is part

of a long-term strategy to strengthen the navy’s ability

to protect Singapore’s sea lines of communication.

Defense Minister Ng Eng Hen previously noted that a

fleet of only four submarines would be insufficient due

to the demanding maintenance cycles required for

vessels operating under high pressure.

The Invincible-class submarines, customized by the

Defence Science and Technology Agency, are designed

for operations in shallow and busy tropical waters and

are manned by lean, specialized crews. The first two

submarines, RSS Invincible and RSS Impeccable, were

commissioned in September 2024, while trials for the

third and fourth submarines, RSS Illustrious and RSS

Inimitable, are progressing well in Germany, with

delivery expected by 2028. [Ministry of Defence

Singapore] [Channel NewsAsia 1] [The Straits Times 1]

In parallel, the RSN is phasing in a new fleet of

unmanned mine countermeasure systems starting

from 2027, replacing the aging Bedok-class vessels.

Developed by a local firm under new defense

contracts, the systems include unmanned surface

vessels, autonomous underwater vehicles, and a

command-and-control infrastructure. These platforms

will operate cooperatively using real-time data

transmission, remote control, and autonomous

navigation in the congested Singapore Strait. [The

Straits Times 2]

The RSN is also exploring how to integrate lower-cost,

commercially available drones alongside higher-end

systems to shorten capability development cycles and

respond quickly to evolving threats. As part of this

effort, the navy will progressively upgrade its ships

with the Strales 76mm guided gun, providing a cost-

effective defense against fast-moving aerial and

surface targets. This complements existing missile

systems, including the Aster missile system, which

recently demonstrated its capabilities in live-fire

exercises.

Further expanding its fleet, the RSN will introduce its

first two offshore patrol vessels from 2028, currently

under construction in Lithuania. These vessels will

feature high maneuverability and a mix of lethal and

non-lethal systems, replacing the current Sentinel-class

ships. The navy also plans to launch its first multi-role

combat vessels starting from 2028 and is evaluating

replacements for its aging maritime patrol aircraft,
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with the Boeing P-8A and Airbus C295 under

consideration. [Channel NewsAsia 2]

Thailand: Coalition unity reaffirmed prior

to budget debate despite ongoing Senate

vote-rigging probe

(lm) Thailand’s ruling Pheu Thai Party and its main

coalition partner, the Bhumjaithai Party, have publicly

reaffirmed their commitment to passing the 2026

budget bill, despite recent rumors of tensions between

the two parties. Both parties are set to debate the

budget in the House of Representatives from May 28

to 30, and senior officials have emphasized that there

is no rift in the coalition. [Bangkok Post 1] [Bangkok

Post 2] [Bangkok Post 3]

However, beneath the public commitment to unity,

tensions persist, in parts due to the ongoing

investigation into alleged vote-rigging during the 2024

Senate elections, which has implicated several

Bhumjaithai-linked senators. On May 9, the Election

Commission (EC) formally summoned six of the 53

senators under investigation. The case centers on

irregularities in provinces connected to Bhumjaithai,

including its stronghold in Buri Ram province, with

suspicious financial transactions amounting to at least

THB 500 million (USD 15 million) tied to the election.

The investigation process now enters a formal phase,

beginning with a 90-day review of evidence by an EC

committee, followed by a 60-day review by the EC

secretary-general. If the case proceeds to the Supreme

Court’s Election Division, any implicated senators

would face immediate suspension. If wrongdoing is

confirmed, the consequences could be severe: criminal

penalties of up to 10 years in prison, fines ranging

from THB 20,000 (USD 580) to THB 200,000 (USD

5,800), and bans on holding political office for 20 years.

In addition to the six senators already summoned,

summonses for 47 more senators from other

provinces have been approved, further widening the

scope of the probe. [Bangkok Post 4] [Bangkok Post 5]

However, the DSI’s role has also stirred controversy.

Many senators argue that the DSI lacks authority over

election-related matters, which fall solely under the

EC’s jurisdiction. In March, the Constitutional Court

accepted a petition filed by 92 senators asking it to rule

on whether Justice Minister Pol Col Tawee Sodsong

and Deputy Prime Minister Phumtham Wechayachai

should lose their positions for allegedly interfering by

involving the DSI in the case. The EC, in response,
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maintains that the scale and complexity of the fraud

uncovered—including extensive money laundering—

necessitated the DSI’s assistance.

More recently, the investigation has faced criticism,

with allegations that plainclothes DSI officers used

coercive tactics during witness interviews in Amnat

Charoen province. [Bangkok Post 6]

Deputy Prime Minister and Interior Minister Anutin

Charnvirakul, leader of the Bhumjaithai Party, has

distanced himself from the controversy, calling for full

cooperation with investigators and denying media

speculation of political interference. [Bangkok Post 7]

[Bangkok Post 8]

As the budget debate approaches, both parties insist

that the budget process will not be hindered by these

disputes. The budget, which will be unveiled to the

public on May 20, is seen as crucial for national

development, and both Pheu Thai and Bhumjaithai

leaders are committed to ensuring its passage.

Thailand: Controversy over ex-prime

minister's hospital stay deepens

(lm) The controversy surrounding former Prime

Minister Thaksin Shinawatra’s extended hospital stay

continues to escalate, driven by legal and political

pressures on the government.

Thaksin, widely seen as the de facto leader of the

ruling Pheu Thai Party, returned to Thailand in August

2023 after 15 years in exile. He was granted parole in

February 2024 after serving a reduced one-year prison

sentence, but his six-month stay at the Police General

Hospital (PGH)—well beyond the legally permitted 120

days—has raised significant concerns.

The Medical Council of Thailand (MCT), a national

regulatory body overseeing medical ethics and

standards, recently suspended two doctors and issued

a warning to a third for issuing false medical

documents and failing to meet professional standards.

The MCT concluded that Thaksin was not critically ill

during his hospital stay, fueling growing concerns

about preferential treatment. This decision is pending

final approval from the public health minister, a senior

member of Thaksin’s Pheu Thai Party. [Bangkok Post 1]

In parallel, the Supreme Court’s Criminal Division for

Holders of Political Positions will hold a hearing on

June 13 to investigate the case. Thaksin will submit a

written statement but will not appear in person.
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However, his daughter, Prime Minister Paetongtarn

Shinawatra, is expected to testify and has defended

her father, stating that Thaksin underwent surgery

during his hospital stay, justifying his extended

treatment at PGH. [Bangkok Post 2] [Bangkok Post 3]

Adding to the existing scrutiny, the People’s Network

for Thailand Reform and other groups have launched

multiple petitions calling for Prime Minister

Paetongtarn Shinawatra—Thaksin’s daughter and

leader of Pheu Thai—to take responsibility for the

actions of state officials involved in the case. On May

13, they were set to rally outside Government House

and submit a petition to Malaysian Prime Minister

Anwar Ibrahim, urging him to reconsider Thaksin’s

appointment as an adviser to the ASEAN chair, fearing

that this role might offer him undue protection.

The political fallout has also extended to other figures.

Ruangkrai Leekitwattana, a former senator and serial

petitioner, has called for an investigation into Justice

Minister Tawee Sodsong 's handling of Thaksin’s

hospital detention. Ruangkrai contends that Tawee,

overseeing the Department of Corrections, may have

acted in a way that benefited Thaksin, potentially

abusing his authority. [Bangkok Post 4]

Meanwhile, the Appeal Court recently upheld a lower

court decision rejecting Thaksin’s request to travel

abroad, including visits to Qatar, Cambodia, and

Vietnam. The court ruled that the request was a

personal matter and did not justify lifting his bail

conditions. Thaksin, who remains under investigation

on lese-majeste and computer crime charges, is

prohibited from leaving the country without

permission. His trial is scheduled to resume in July.

[Bangkok Post 5] [Bangkok Post 6]

Thailand: Main opposition People's Party

suffers setbacks in local polls

(lm) Thailand’s main opposition party, the People’s

Party (PP), the single-largest party in Parliament’s lower

house, faced significant setbacks in the country’s

recent municipality elections, suffering heavy losses in

key battleground areas. These results raise concerns

about the party's declining popularity, with analysts

urging the PP to reassess its strategies ahead of future

elections.

The May 11 municipal elections were held across 2,463

municipalities. Despite fielding 15 mayoral candidates

in urban municipalities (Muang), the PP failed to secure

a single victory. The party’s performance was similarly
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underwhelming in district municipalities (tambon),

where it won only five and nine mayoral seats,

respectively—far below expectations.

The elections saw intense competition, particularly

between candidates supported by local political clans

and major parties like the ruling Pheu Thai Party.

Longstanding political figures emerged victorious,

including former Chiang Mai mayor Assanee

Buranupakorn and Wichai Bandasak in Nakhon Pak

Kret, both of whom defeated PP candidates with the

backing of former Prime Minister and Pheu Thai de

facto leader Thaksin Shinawatra.[Bangkok Post 1]

In the midst of these political losses, the Thanyaburi

municipal election was overshadowed by a

controversial incident involving Smitthiphat

Leenawarat, the 28-year-old son of a prominent

Pathum Thani provincial politician. Smitthiphat and his

team unofficially won the election on May 11, despite

being involved in a traffic incident on April 16, where

he crashed into an elderly couple’s pickup, leaving the

husband in intensive care. Smitthiphat now faces

multiple charges, and the incident is under

investigation. His mother, Yupayao, who led his

election team, was elected as the Thanyaburi

municipal mayor. [Bangkok Post 2]

Observers have noted that the PP’s poor performance

and the ongoing investigations into controversial

incidents, such as the Thanyaburi case, underscore the

continued dominance of local political clans and

entrenched political figures. These results highlight the

difficulty new faces or alternative candidates face in

local politics, reinforcing the power of long-established

political players. [Bangkok Post 1]

Thailand: Senate intensifies review of

casino-entertainment complex bill

(lm) Thailand’s parliamentary upper house, the Senate,

has intensified its review of the government’s

controversial casino-entertainment complex proposal,

forming two subcommittees to assess its potential

social and economic impacts. The first subcommittee

will focus on legal, environmental, and societal issues,

including constitutional requirements for a public

referendum under Section 77. The second will examine

the economic effects, including the possible

legalization of online gambling, which remains

prohibited under current law. [Bangkok Post 1]

The government originally sought to fast-track the bill

in April, but following public backlash and ethical
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concerns, its introduction has been postponed until

the parliamentary session in July. Ahead of the

deliberations, the Senate’s special committee plans to

invite Prime Minister Paetongtarn Shinawatra and

possibly former prime ministers, including her father

Thaksin Shinawatra—widely seen as the de facto

leader of the ruling Pheu Thai Party and a supporter of

the bill— to a meeting on May 15 to explain the

government’s rationale. Although the prime minister

may send a representative, the Senate expressed hope

she will appear in person. [Bangkok Post 2]

Thailand: Lawmaker from main

opposition party signals defection amid

internal tensions

(lm) Thailand’s Kla Dharma Party, a small party within

the ruling coalition formally led by Agriculture Minister

Narumon Pinyosinwat, is apparently gaining

momentum as a destination for disaffected opposition

lawmakers.

In the latest development, Krit Chevathamanon, a

Member of Parliament from the main opposition

People's Party (PP), is reportedly preparing to join Kla

Dharma. According to PP insiders, tensions escalated

after Krit raised a parliamentary interpellation that

senior party figures deemed inappropriate, prompting

a private reprimand. His subsequent refusal to take

part in the party’s municipal election campaign in Sri

Racha district, due to disputes with the canvassing

team, deepened the divide. Krit has since informed the

party of his withdrawal from all meetings and activities,

although Thai law requires an MP to be formally

expelled before they can change party affiliation.

The Kla Dharma Party has signaled its openness to

welcoming further defectors from the opposition.

Allegations have emerged that some MPs are being

courted with financial incentives, monthly allowances,

and luxury vehicles. At least three other PP members

from Chon Buri have reportedly been approached by

other parties. [Bangkok Post 1]

Meanwhile, the opposition Palang Pracharath Party

(PPRP) is also experiencing internal strain. Two of its

deputy leaders, Uttama Savanayana and Sonthirat

Sontijirawong—both key figures in the party’s 2019

general election campaign and former ministers in

Prime Minister Prayut Chan-o-cha’s second cabinet—

have resigned, citing concerns about political instability

and the party’s direction. After stepping down from

their ministerial posts in 2020, both rejoined the PPRP
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in early 2023. Their renewed departure underscores

deepening disunity within the party.

These developments follow public remarks by

Thamanat Prompow, a former PPRP secretary-general

and now the de facto leader of Kla Dharma, who has

hinted at further realignments. Once a close ally of

PPRP leader General Prawit Wongsuwon, Thamanat

was removed from the PPRP during internal power

struggles and subsequently led a faction of MPs into

Kla Dharma, which is now part of the governing

coalition. [Bangkok Post 2]

Thailand: Two nominees selected for

Constitutional Court vacancies

(lm) A selection committee chaired by the Supreme

Court president has nominated two candidates to fill

vacant seats on Thailand’s Constitutional Court,

following the completion of the seven-year terms of

former court president Nakharin Mektrairat and judge

Punya Udchachon.

The nominees are Pol Capt Sutham Cheurprakobkit, a

public administration professor, and Sarawut

Songsivilai, former director-general of the Department

of Rail Transport and the Department of Highways.

Their nominations will now undergo background and

ethical reviews by a Senate committee before being

submitted for final Senate approval.

The appointment process follows a previous failed

attempt in March, when candidates selected by the

committee did not receive majority support in a

closed-door Senate session. [Bangkok Post]

Thailand: New attorney-general named

Deputy Attorney General Itthiporn Kaewtip has been

appointed to succeed Attorney General Phairach

Pornsomboonsiri, who is set to retire at the end of

September. Itthiporn, the most senior deputy, will

officially take office on October 1.

Itthiporn, a graduate of Thammasat University and

Chulalongkorn University, has had a long career in the

prosecution service, which began in 1987. He has held

several key roles, including provincial prosecutor,

director-general of Criminal Litigation in 2021, and

deputy attorney-general since 2022. Additionally, he

served as the spokesperson for the Office of the

Attorney General from 2020 to 2022. Itthiporn is well
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known for his expertise in criminal law and for leading

a working group on Section 112 of the Criminal Code,

Thailand's lese-majeste law. [Bangkok Post]

Thailand: Senators and opposition

criticize extravagant parliament

renovation plans

(lm) A proposed multi-billion-baht renovation of

Thailand’s parliament complex has come under heavy

criticism from both senators and opposition

lawmakers, who argue that the plan is excessive,

poorly prioritized, and disconnected from public

needs.

Led by Senator Nantana Nantavaropas, 30 senators

condemned the THB 956 million (USD 28 million)

budget for focusing on non-essential upgrades instead

of addressing unresolved issues like leaking walls,

collapsed ceilings, and faulty air-conditioning—despite

the building still being under warranty after its THB 22

billion (USD 645 million) construction.

Controversial proposals include a THB 180 million (USD

5.3 million) 4D cinema, THB 113 million (USD 3.3

million) Crystal Pavilion refurbishment, and a THB 118

million (USD 3.5 million) lighting upgrade. A separate

THB 4.6 billion (USD 135 million) underground parking

facility, with a design cost of THB 104.5 million (USD 3

million), also faces backlash for its scale and expense.

Parliament’s chief architect has also warned against a

plan to fill in the building’s iconic Emerald Pool to make

space for a public library and shops, noting that it

would compromise the building’s energy-efficient

design and dramatically increase air-conditioning

costs.

Opposition MP Parit Wacharasindhu from the People’s

Party added that the House committee on political

development would summon the House Secretariat to

explain the rationale behind the excessive spending

plans. [Bangkok Post 1] [Bangkok Post 2]

Thailand: Energy minister faces scrutiny

over shareholdings and ethical conduct

(lm) Energy Minister Pirapan Salirathavibhaga is under

growing scrutiny after political activist Sonthiya

Sawasdee petitioned the Election Commission (EC) to

investigate whether Pirapan’s alleged shareholdings in
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four companies violate the constitution and Thailand’s

2018 election law. Although Pirapan reportedly

transferred the shares to a legal asset manager,

Sonthiya argues he continues to benefit from them

and submitted additional evidence to the EC.

Sonthiya previously filed a complaint with the National

Anti-Corruption Commission (NACC) and now plans to

petition Prime Minister Paetongtarn Shinawatra to

initiate a government-led probe. He warned that if the

prime minister fails to act, she could also face a

constitutional violation investigation.

Paetongtarn has defended Pirapan’s appointment,

saying his eligibility was thoroughly vetted. Meanwhile,

Pirapan is also facing separate accusations, including

ethical concerns for allegedly placing his name on

state-provided relief bags and links to an online “fan

base” accused of harassing political opponents.

Pirapan stated on May 6 he had not been summoned

by the NACC in relation to either the shareholding

issue or the relief bag controversy. [Bangkok Post]

Thailand: Social media discontent grows

over rampant corruption, "failed state"-

like law enforcement, and deepening

economic inequality

(bk) Public discourse in Thailand, one month after the

March 28 earthquake, is buzzing on social media with

growing concerns over the country’s political and

economic trajectory, fueled by viral commentary from

a sports influencer and two respected economists.

The first post by a sports influencer, shared over

67,000 times in a week, captured widespread

frustration over Thailand’s culture of impunity. It

highlighted the deadly collapse of the under-

construction State Audit Office building, which was

initially blamed on the Myanmar quake. Later

investigations pointed to systemic corruption -- flawed

designs, falsified documents, and substandard

construction. Yet, no arrests followed. The post also

referenced other high-profile failures, including alleged

misuse of funds at the Social Security Office and the

persistent danger of Rama 2 Road, where more than

2,500 accidents and over 100 deaths have occurred in

seven years. In the author’s words, Thailand is edging

toward "failed-state" conditions, where laws exist but

are ignored, corruption is shielded, and justice never

arrives. [Facebook 1, in Thai]
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The term 'failed state' was further explored in a widely-

circulated Facebook post by Pipat Luengnaruemitchai,

Chief Economist at Kiatnakin Phatra Financial Group,

which cited the book Why Nations Fail by Nobel

economists Daron Acemoglu and James A. Robinson.

The book argues that a nation’s prosperity is shaped

not by geography, culture, or work ethic, but by the

quality of its political and economic institutions.

Countries with 'inclusive institutions' -- characterized

by rule of law, secure property rights, and broad

democratic participation -- tend to prosper. In contrast,

those governed by 'extractive institutions' often face

entrenched corruption, inequality, and stagnation.

Thailand’s declining rankings -- 78th in the Rule of Law

Index, 107th in the Corruption Perceptions Index, and

a "flawed democracy" on the Democracy Index -- are

perhaps flagging institutional decay, raising concerns

that the country could resemble the cautionary cases

featured in the book. [Facebook 2, in Thai]

Adding to the discussion, economist Somprawin

Manprasert -- also seen as a potential candidate for

the next Governor of the Bank of Thailand -- wrote in

2021 about the role of extractive versus inclusive

institutions in Thailand’s financial system, a piece that

has recently resurfaced in public discourse. He warned

that the concentration of power among a handful of

major financial groups has distorted resource

allocation and deepened inequality. For Thailand to

achieve long-term, inclusive prosperity, he argued, the

financial system must be reoriented to foster broader

economic opportunity. [The Standard, in Thai]

Thailand: Ministry of Education enforces

nationwide school vaping ban

(bk) The Ministry of Education in Thailand has

implemented a nationwide ban on the use of e-

cigarettes in all schools and ministry offices to combat

the growing prevalence of youth vaping. The Ministry

attributes this trend to greater accessibility and the

rise of online advertising that targets young people,

making e-cigarettes increasingly appealing to children

and adolescents. [The Nation]

Thailand: US scholar cleared of royal

defamation contests ‘illegal’ dismissal

from university

(lm) Paul Chambers, an American academic, is

appealing his dismissal from Naresuan University on
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grounds that the termination was conducted without

due process. Chambers, who was recently cleared of

royal defamation charges after prosecutors

determined there was insufficient evidence, is now

fighting both the revocation of his visa and the

termination of his employment. Despite the clearance

from prosecutors, Chambers' visa has not been

reinstated, and he risks deportation if the immigration

review committee upholds the visa revocation.

Chambers, a scholar on civil-military relations and

democracy in Asia, has lived in Thailand since 1993. His

visa was revoked in April 2025, and his employment

was terminated retroactively to April 9, the day of his

visa revocation. Thai Lawyers for Human Rights (TLHR)

have criticized the university for not following its own

regulations, which only allow termination for serious

misconduct or failure to meet qualifications—neither

of which applied in his case. The university also failed

to set up an investigation committee. [Bangkok Post]

Thailand: Singer acquitted of royal

defamation charge, co-defendant’s

sentence reduced

(lm) The Court of Appeal has overturned the royal

defamation conviction of singer Chai-amorn

Kaewwiboonpan, known as Ammy the Bottom Blues,

citing insufficient evidence. The charge stemmed from

his performance at a 2021 protest calling for the

release of a jailed student.

The co-defendant in the case, a political activist, had

his original four-year prison sentence reduced to two

years after confessing. The court ruled that while his

actions were initially deemed a threat to the monarchy,

his admission warranted leniency. Both defendants

were also fined nominal amounts: THB 200 (USD 5.88)

for Ammy and THB 100 (USD 2.94) for the co-

defendant. [Bangkok Post]

Thailand: Senator calls for reforms to

improve education access for children

with mental disabilities

(lm) Senator Charnnarong Phanrungroj, chair of the

Senate sub-committee on the elderly, the disabled,

and the underprivileged, has urged the government to

remove regulatory barriers preventing children with

mental disabilities from accessing education.
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At a recent forum on Down syndrome, Charnnarong

highlighted the lack of inclusive schools, strict

admission criteria—including the requirement for a

disability identification card—and a shortage of

specialist staff as key obstacles. He argued that

integrating children with Down syndrome and other

mental disabilities into mainstream schools would

both foster their development and promote greater

societal understanding of these conditions.

Although Thailand has about 4.19 million people with

disabilities, only 2.2 million are officially registered,

limiting their access to education and other rights.

Charnnarong called for reforms to remove restrictive

regulations and proposed increasing the mandatory

employment ratio for people with disabilities from

1:100 to 2:100, or one in every 50 employees, to

improve their long-term economic prospects. [Bangkok

Post]

Thailand: Government targets tax reform

to boost revenue amid fiscal challenges

(lm) Thailand’s Finance Ministry is focusing on tax

reform to increase government revenue and enhance

fiscal strength. The ministry aims to address the

direction for tax reform within a month, with the goal

of raising revenue to 18 percent of GDP, which would

allow the government to begin formulating a balanced

budget after operating with deficits for over 20 years.

Currently, government revenue collection totals 15.5

percent of GDP, down from previous levels of around

17 percent. One proposed reform includes imposing

value-added tax (VAT) on businesses earning less than

THB 1.8 million (USD 52,600) annually. While the

Revenue Code already allows for a flat-rate tax of 2.5

percent for businesses under this threshold, these

taxpayers cannot claim VAT refunds. The ministry is

exploring this move as a potential way to boost

revenue and reduce the budget deficit.

Ministry officials acknowledged that the government’s

fiscal outlook for 2025 is challenging, with the Thai

economy impacted by the US tariff policy, prompting a

downward revision of Thailand’s growth forecast from

3 percent to 2.1 percent. In response, the ministry has

ramped up its efforts on revenue collection, including

meetings with relevant agencies to explore new

sources of income. One recent measure includes a

cabinet decision to raise the oil tax by THB 1 (USD 0.03)

per liter, expected to generate around THB 3 billion

(USD 87.2 million) per month.
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Revenue collection for the first half of fiscal 2025

(October 2024 to March 2025) exceeded targets by 2.3

percent, driven by strong domestic consumption and

higher-than-expected remittances from state

enterprises. However, tax collection from the Excise

and Customs Departments fell short, largely due to

electric vehicle policies that have reduced automobile

tax collection.

The ministry also noted that many businesses have

been evading VAT by splitting into smaller companies

to stay under the THB 1.8 million (USD 52,600)

threshold, causing the government to lose revenue it

should have received. [Bangkok Post]

Thailand: Government considers

economic stimulus package to stabilize

fragile economy

(lm/ed) Facing economic headwinds from U.S. tariff

threats and a recent downgrade in its economic

outlook, Thailand’s government is considering how

best to use the remaining THB 157 billion (USD 4.56

billion) in its stimulus budget, with proposals ranging

from infrastructure investments to subsidized soft

loans for struggling businesses. [Bangkok Post 1]

Economic growth prospects remain subdued, with the

central bank revising its 2025 GDP forecast down to

between 1.3 percent and 2 percent. The country’s

central bank, the Bank of Thailand (BoT), has warned of

prolonged uncertainty due to the potential tariffs on

Thai exports, especially as the global moratorium on

tariff reductions expires in July. The U.S. has

threatened to impose a 36 percent tariff on certain

Thai goods, driven by a large trade deficit with

Thailand. [Bangkok Post 2] [Bangkok Post 3] [Bangkok

Post 4]

In response, the government has focused on targeted

fiscal measures, including the review of the third phase

of the ruling Pheu Thai Party’s flagship project, the so-

called digital wallet scheme, which has already

distributed THB 185 billion (USD 5.39 billion) to 14.5

million citizens. However, questions about the

scheme's effectiveness have led to proposals to

redirect THB 100 billion (USD 2.9 billion) towards more

tangible projects, such as water management and

increased support for workers impacted by trade

disruptions. [Bangkok Post 5]

In parallel, the government is set to review a draft bill

to create the National Credit Guarantee Agency

(NaCGA), designed to address financing challenges for
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SMEs, 40 percent of which still struggle to access

formal credit. NaCGA would replace the Thai Credit

Guarantee Corporation (TCG) and provide guarantees

based on individual risk profiles, rather than the

current portfolio-based model. The agency would be

funded by an initial government contribution of THB 10

billion (USD 300 million), guarantee fees paid by

entrepreneurs, and mandatory annual contributions

from financial institutions.

NaCGA is modeled after South Korea’s Korea Credit

Guarantee Fund (KODIT) and would be empowered to

guarantee loans from non-bank institutions and

certain debt instruments. In the future, other

businesses, beyond SMEs, could also qualify for

support, depending on board decisions. [Bangkok Post

6]

Meanwhile, the Board of Investment (BoI) expects a

temporary decline in foreign direct investment (FDI) as

companies —particularly those exporting to the United

States—delay decisions amid uncertainty over U.S.

tariff hikes, which remain suspended under a 90-day

grace period. Despite this, FDI pledges reached a

decade-high of THB 1.14 trillion (USD 33.9 billion) in

2024, and first-quarter 2025 applications nearly

doubled compared to the previous year, driven largely

by investments in digital infrastructure and data

centers.[Bangkok Post ]

Still, the BoT’s Governor stressed the need for sector-

specific support measures, particularly for key export

industries like agriculture, automotive parts, and

electronics. He warned that Thailand’s economy might

not reach its lowest point until the fourth quarter and

emphasized the necessity of structural reforms to

avoid long-term stagnation. [Bangkok Post 2] [Bangkok

Post 3] [Bangkok Post 4]

Thailand: Central bank expected to ease

rates further as inflation falls, but living

costs remain a challenge

(lm/bk) Thailand’s central bank is likely to reduce

interest rates twice more in 2025 amid low inflation

and mounting economic pressures. Following a 25-

basis-point cut in April, which brought the key interest

rate to 1.75 percent—the lowest level in two years—

the next rate cut is expected in the third quarter. The

Bank of Thailand will likely pause in June to assess the

impact of global economic uncertainty, including U.S.

tariff risks, before proceeding with further policy

easing. [Bangkok Post 1]
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Although Thailand’s inflation fell by 0.22 percent in

April, marking the first negative reading in over a year,

public dissatisfaction with living costs remains high. A

recent nationwide survey found that 86 percent of

respondents are demanding stronger government

action to address high living expenses, and 67 percent

support continued subsidies for fuel and utilities. This

reflects a widening gap between official economic

indicators and the financial reality faced by

households, which continue to struggle with stagnant

wages and high debt levels.

In response to cost-of-living pressures, the government

approved a temporary reduction in electricity tariffs

from THB 4.15 to THB 3.98 (USD 0.125 to USD 0.119)

per kilowatt hour from May to August. Prime Minister

Paetongtarn Shinawatra is expected to lead an

upcoming energy policy meeting to consider further

relief measures and discuss clean energy strategies.

[Bangkok Post 1] [Bangkok Post 2]

Thailand’s household debt remained high at THB 13.5

trillion (USD 410 billion) in the first quarter of 2025,

with non-performing loans (NPLs) slightly declining to

THB 1.19 trillion (USD 36 billion). Most delinquent

borrowers owe smaller amounts under THB 100,000

(USD 3,035), and many of these debts have already

been provisioned by creditors, making debt write-offs

a more cost-effective option than prolonged legal

action.

Meanwhile, preventative debt restructuring (DR), a

process where borrowers restructure their debt before

defaulting, increased sharply by 31.7 percent quarter-

on-quarter to THB 1.12 trillion (USD 34 billion). This

proactive approach is helping to prevent further NPL

growth, with the National Credit Bureau describing it

as a “giant dam” holding back bad debt. [The Nation]

Thailand: Race begins to select next

central bank governor

(bk) The race to succeed Sethaput Suthiwartnarueput

as Governor of the Bank of Thailand (BoT), whose term

ends on September 30, has officially begun. On May 8,

the seven-member selection committee, chaired by

former Finance Ministry permanent secretary Sathit

Limpongpan, announced the official timeline for the

selection process. Submissions will be accepted from

May 13 to June 4, 2025, with a shortlist of at least two

candidates to be submitted to the Finance Minister by

June 30. The final nominee will then be approved by

the Cabinet and submitted for royal endorsement.
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Six well-known figures are speculated to be potential

applicants for the position. Kobsak Pootrakool, 57, is a

Bangkok Bank executive and a former Minister

attached to the Prime Minister’s Office under Prayut

Chan-o-cha. Roong Mallikamas, 57, is a Deputy

Governor at the Bank of Thailand, with over two

decades of experience at the central bank. Ekniti

Nitithanprapas, 54, leads the Treasury Department

and has directed multiple state financial bodies.

Suttapa Amornvivat, 50, is CEO of Abacus Digital, a

fintech arm of SCBX, and has held prior leadership

roles at SCB. Somprawin Manprasert, 50, is a former

Chief Economist at SCB, Head of Research at Krungsri,

and an Associate Dean at Chulalongkorn University,

with extensive government advisory experience.

Santitarn Sathirathai, 43, currently serves on the Bank

of Thailand’s Monetary Policy Committee and was

previously Chief Economist at Sea Group and Head of

Asia Economics at Credit Suisse.

While Somprawin appears the most likely to apply, the

other candidates have neither confirmed nor ruled

themselves out. Observers note that last-minute

applications are possible, as seen when the current

governor, Sethaput, submitted his application just

before the cutoff in the past. [The Nation] [The

Standard, in Thai] [Prachachat, in Thai]

Thailand: Government ramps up efforts to

boost Chinese tourism amid sharp decline

(lm) Thailand remains among the top five destinations

for Chinese travelers, according to Alipay network data,

but a significant 30 percent drop in Chinese arrivals

during the first four months of 2025 has prompted the

government to intensify efforts to restore confidence

and boost tourism revenue.

The Tourism Authority of Thailand (TAT) is revising its

THB 3.5 billion (USD 103 million) tourism stimulus

budget, reallocating funds from domestic promotions

toward subsidizing charter flights from China and

increasing international campaigns through global

online travel platforms. The adjustments aim to

stabilize foreign tourism revenue despite lower visitor

numbers.

Currently, China remains Thailand’s top source of

tourists with 1.33 million arrivals in the first quarter,

followed by Malaysia (1.15 million) and Russia

(722,202). However, revenue projections for Chinese

tourism have fallen to THB 313 billion (USD 9.2 billion),

a 19 percent decline from last year.
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The government will host a special event on May 29 to

strengthen cultural ties and promote Thai tourism

directly to Chinese tour operators and media. The

event will also feature a high-level forum attended by

Prime Minister Paetongtarn Shinawatra and security

officials to address concerns impacting Chinese tourist

confidence.

The TAT has lowered its foreign arrival target from 39

million to 35.5 million for 2025 but still expects foreign

tourism revenue to increase by 10 percent to around

THB 1.84 trillion (USD 54.2 billion). Domestic tourism is

projected to contribute THB 1.17 trillion (USD 34.5

billion), supported by a scaled-back co-payment

scheme expected later this year. [Bangkok Post 1]

[Bangkok Post 2]

Thailand: Government struggles to

address worsening agricultural crisis

(lm/acs) Thailand is facing a worsening agricultural

crisis, with fruit surpluses, collapsing farmgate prices,

and mounting farmer debt sparking calls for

immediate and systemic government intervention.

While the Commerce and Agriculture Ministries have

launched short-term initiatives to boost domestic

consumption and accelerate exports, the absence of

concrete targets for surplus absorption and price

stabilization leaves farmers with little hope for

meaningful relief.

Prices for key crops, including watermelons, garlic, and

chillies, have fallen to multi-year lows. Meanwhile,

durian farmers in the southern provinces face severe

crop failures due to storms and the spread of fusarium

wilt disease. Some growers have lost more than half

their harvest, with entire orchards at risk of collapse.

Despite these urgent challenges, the government’s

response has focused primarily on promotional

campaigns and longer-term trade negotiations. Facing

a significant surplus of 950,000 tons, the Commerce

Ministry is organizing fruit sales through major

retailers and has launched an “Affordable Fertiliser

Programme” offering discounted fertilizer. Efforts are

also underway to boost durian exports to China, with

officials negotiating laboratory accreditation and

customs clearance to ease export bottlenecks.

[Bangkok Post 1] [Bangkok Post 2]

However, farmers argue that these measures fail to

address their immediate needs. Many have called for

the government to provide emergency debt relief,
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launch direct crop purchases, and create sustainable

market access. [Bangkok Post 3]

At the same time, Thai business leaders are sounding

the alarm over Vietnam’s rapid ascent in agricultural

exports. Vietnam, backed by consistent state support,

tax incentives, and investment in agri-tech, has already

overtaken Thailand in rice and fruit exports to key

markets such as the United States and China. The

contrast has raised concerns that Thailand could soon

lose its long-standing position as a regional agricultural

leader. [The Nation]

Thailand: USD 373 million upgrade for

largest deep-sea port

(lm) Thailand’s Public-Private Partnership (PPP)

Committee has approved a THB 12.8 billion (USD 373

million) upgrade of Laem Chabang Port’s B1 and B2

terminals under a merged project aimed at

strengthening the country’s role as a regional logistics

and trade hub. The plan, aligned with the national

development strategy, will extend berth lengths and

expand container handling capacity.

Laem Chabang Port, located in Chonburi province, is

Thailand’s largest deep-sea port and a key component

of the Eastern Economic Corridor (EEC). It serves as the

country’s main gateway for international container

shipping and plays a vital role in connecting Thailand

to global supply chains.

Terminals B1 and B2, both originally under 27-year

concessions starting in the 1990s, currently have a

combined capacity of 1.2 million twenty-foot

equivalent units (TEUs) annually. The upgrade is part of

an updated 2020–2027 PPP plan, now totaling 139

projects worth THB 921 billion (USD 26.8 billion), which

also includes investments in public health and water

management infrastructure. [Bangkok Post]

Thailand: Entertainment complex planned

for part of Bangkok Port

(lm) Thailand’s Ministry of Transport has announced

plans for an entertainment complex as part of the

commercial redevelopment of 520 rai (approximately

83.2 hectares) of the 2,353 rai (approximately 376.5

hectares) Bangkok Port – Thailand’s main inland river

port and a key logistics hub for trade and cargo

handling in the capital. The project, which will include a
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cruise terminal, retail space, offices, residences,

shopping malls, and hotels, is expected to be

developed through a public-private partnership. The

proposal is part of a larger plan to redevelop the entire

Bangkok Port area, which currently houses 15,000

households across 27 communities. [Bangkok Post]

Vietnam: Reforms target private sector

growth and enhanced state enterprise

efficiency

(lm) Vietnam's economic transformation, driven by

Resolution 68, is now taking shape through significant

reforms targeting both the private sector and state-

invested enterprises.

Resolution 68, approved by the Politburo – the

Communist Party's principal decision-making body –

on May 4, sets ambitious goals for the private sector,

aiming to double the number of businesses by 2030

and position it as the primary engine of national

growth. This includes increasing private sector

contributions to GDP to between 55-58 percent, while

fostering job creation through innovation and market-

oriented reforms. [Vietnam Briefing]

In line with these objectives, the government is

working to enhance the autonomy and operational

efficiency of state-invested enterprises. A key measure

under consideration is a revision to the Law on the

Management and Investment of State Capital in

Enterprises, which seeks to decentralize authority and

streamline administrative processes. The revision is

expected to reduce 30 percent of administrative

procedures, shift approval responsibilities from the

Prime Minister to representative agencies, and allow

greater freedom for enterprises to make strategic

decisions. [Viet Nam News 1]

Prime Minister Pham Minh Chinh has been active in

pushing for swift legal reforms to implement

Resolution 68, underscoring the importance of

eliminating limits on innovation and business freedom.

He highlighted the need for legal changes to

institutionalize the resolution and set a target for its

submission to the National Assembly by May 12, with

adoption expected before May 18.

The government’s reform proposals focus on

simplifying business registration, ensuring equal

access to land, capital, and public assets, and

recognizing intangible assets held by enterprises. In

line with fostering a competitive market, the Prime

Minister emphasized the need to protect property
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rights and economic freedoms, while also improving

workforce training to meet the evolving demands of

businesses. Additionally, expanding public-private

partnerships in infrastructure and energy sectors will

support Vietnam’s integration into global supply

chains.

The government is committed to ensuring that civil

and economic relations remain free from

criminalization, further reinforcing market-oriented

policies. The final draft of the resolution will reflect

input from government leaders, provincial authorities,

business associations, and the broader business

community. By 2030, Vietnam aims to have a

competitive, innovative, and globally integrated private

sector that serves as the main engine of long-term

national prosperity. [Viet Nam News 2] [Viet Nam News

3]

Vietnam: Synchronized governance and

stronger enterprise oversight under

review by lawmakers

(lm) Lawmakers are considering a proposal to shorten

the tenure of the 15th National Assembly and People’s

Councils at all levels for the 2021 - 2026 term by about

three months. The measure, discussed during the

ongoing 9th legislative session, aims to synchronize the

next National Assembly and People’s Council elections

with the post-National Party Congress period, allowing

for faster consolidation of the political apparatus.

The People’s Councils are local legislative bodies

responsible for making decisions on economic and

social policies at the provincial, district, and commune

levels.

The National Assembly Standing Committee has

endorsed the proposal, citing practical governance

needs. Lawmakers are also reviewing several draft

laws, including amendments to the Laws on Election,

Bankruptcy, Personal Data Protection, and Justice for

Minors. [Viet Nam News1]

Alongside institutional reforms, lawmakers are also

reviewing key legislative amendments, including

changes to the Enterprise Law. The proposed changes

focus on enhancing transparency, curbing the use of

"virtual capital," and reinforcing prohibited acts, such

as false declarations, which will now be explicitly listed

as illegal under the law. [Viet Nam News2]
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Vietnam: Imprisoned land rights activist

faces new charge for anti-communist

writings

(lm) A Vietnamese land rights activist, already serving a

10-year prison sentence, now faces an additional

charge of “anti-state propaganda” after prison

authorities found writings in his cell criticizing the

communist system, including a banner reading “down

with communism.”

The new charge was filed under Article 117 of

Vietnam’s Criminal Code, despite the fact that the

writings never left his prison cell. His lawyer called the

move unprecedented, arguing that expressing

personal views while in detention poses no threat to

state security and that the law does not equate

criticism of the Communist Party with an offense

against the state.

The activist was originally sentenced in 2021 for

disseminating information about a violent land dispute

outside Hanoi. His family members are also serving

prison terms on similar charges. [Radio Free Asia]

Vietnam: Government approves fourth

electricity price hike since 2023 amid

rising production costs

(lm) Vietnam Electricity (EVN), the state-owned

enterprise responsible for power generation and

distribution, announced a 4.8 percent increase in

average retail electricity prices effective May 10. The

average price has now risen from VND 2,103.12 to VND

2,204.06 per kWh (USD 0.086), excluding value-added

tax. EVN attributed the increase to Vietnam’s growing

dependence on high-cost energy sources such as

imported coal, liquefied natural gas, and renewable

energy, with affordable hydropower expected to cover

only 25 percent of demand by 2025.

Vietnam’s commercial electricity demand is projected

to grow by 12.2 percent this year, requiring an

additional 336 billion kWh—equivalent to the annual

consumption of nearly 30 million households. While

the government insists the impact on low-income

households will be minimal, the latest increase raises

concerns about energy affordability amid persistent

inflation. [Viet Nam News]
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Vietnam: Free trade zone for country's

third-largest city under consideration

(lm) Vietnam’s National Assembly is reviewing the

establishment of a free trade zone in Hai Phong, a key

proposal to boost the city’s economic development. As

the third-largest city in Vietnam, Hai Phong is expected

to be a significant growth driver in the Red River Delta

region, located in Northern Vietnam, and for the

national economy between 2026 and 2030.

The city is also set to receive incentives for innovation

and start-up activities, such as tax exemptions for five

years for businesses and individuals contributing to

start-ups. Other measures include the possibility for

Hai Phong to borrow funds through local government

bonds, domestic financial institutions, or foreign loans,

subject to limits on debt and budget revenue. [Viet

Nam News]

Vietnam: Ho Chi Minh City offers

incentives to young mothers amid falling

birth rates

(cmc) Authorities in Ho Chi Minh City (HCMC),

Vietnam’s largest urban and economic center, have

proposed a financial reward of VND 3 million (USD 115)

for women under 30 who give birth to a second child.

This is part of a broader initiative to address the city’s

rapidly declining birth rate. The measure comes as

HCMC reports one of the country’s lowest fertility rates

at just 1.39 children per woman—far below the

replacement level of 2.1. [VnExpress]

Experts warn that widening regional disparities in

fertility—where provinces like Ha Tinh and Lai Chau

still exceed replacement levels while major cities lag

behind—could result in labor market disruptions and

increasing pressure on the healthcare system as the

population ages and the working-age cohort shrinks.

The HCMC initiative aligns with national efforts to

revise family planning strategies. Vietnam’s

government has signaled a shift away from its

longstanding two-child policy, encouraging families to

have more children to support long-term economic

growth and social stability. However, critics argue that

financial incentives alone will be insufficient without

broader reforms in housing, education, and gender

equality. [Vietcetera]
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Vietnam: Government proposes higher

taxes on fuel and harmful products to

support climate goals

(lm) Vietnam’s Finance Ministry has proposed an

expanded special consumption tax (SCT) on petrol and

other products deemed harmful to public health and

the environment, aiming to align with the country’s

net-zero emissions target by 2050. The SCT on petrol,

first introduced in 1998, will complement the existing

environmental protection tax, with the goal of reducing

fossil fuel consumption and encouraging a transition to

cleaner alternatives like electric vehicles and public

transportation.

Lawmakers, however, expressed concern that petrol is

currently the only product subject to both taxes, and

some proposed removing the SCT while increasing the

environmental protection tax instead. The ministry

defended the dual taxation, arguing it is necessary to

both influence consumer behavior and raise state

revenue.

The proposed amendments also include new taxes on

sugary drinks and higher annual tax increases on

alcohol and beer from 2027 to 2031, rising from 70

percent to 90 percent. Air conditioners with capacities

between 18,000 and 90,000 BTU may also face higher

taxes to promote energy efficiency, though lawmakers

suggested raising the taxable threshold to avoid

impacting lower-income households.

Additionally, several deputies called for including

plastic bags under the SCT to curb single-use plastics,

as existing environmental taxes have not sufficiently

changed consumer behavior. [Viet Nam News]

Vietnam: Accelerating efforts to eliminate

substandard housing by October 2025

(hn) Prime Minister Pham Minh Chinh has urged all

relevant bodies to eliminate temporary and

dilapidated houses across Vietnam by October 31,

2025, two months ahead of the original deadline. Since

the program’s launch in October 2024, nearly 209,000

houses have been addressed, with over 111,000 rebuilt

and 98,000 under construction. About 61,800 homes

still need to be completed, requiring an average of 364

houses per day nationwide. The PM praised early

achievers like the Ministries of Public Security and

National Defence but emphasized that much work

remains. Financial contributions totaling over VND 3.1

trillion (USD 119.4 million) have been disbursed, with
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remaining funds to be transferred this month to meet

the final target. The initiative highlights national

solidarity and focuses particularly on supporting

revolutionary contributors and martyrs’ families. [Viet

Nam News]

Vietnam: Surging US exports and Chinese

imports drive trade growth amid tariff

pressure

(hn/cmc) In the first four months of 2025, Vietnam’s

trade dynamics have been marked by a sharp decline

in the trade surplus, which has dropped by nearly 60

percent compared to the same period in 2024. The

surplus now stands at approximately USD 3.8 billion,

down from USD 9.05 billion in the same period last

year. Despite this, Vietnam’s total import - export

turnover surged to nearly USD 277 billion, reflecting a

15.7 percent year-on-year increase. Exports grew by 13

percent, while imports saw a steeper rise of 18.6

percent. [VietNamNet] [Viet Nam News]

A significant factor in this growth has been Vietnam’s

record exports to the United States, which reached

USD 12 billion in April - a 34 percent increase from the

previous year. However, this surge in exports coincides

with rising concerns over the potential imposition of a

46 percent tariff on Vietnam’s goods by the U.S. in July

2025. In anticipation of these tariffs, Vietnamese

exporters, particularly in sectors like seafood and

wood, have accelerated shipments to the U.S. [tuoi tre

news]

Additionally, at the same time, imports from China

have surged sharply, reaching over USD 15 billion in

the first four months of 2025. These imports, largely

consisting of raw materials and components for local

manufacturing, have led to criticism from the U.S. that

Vietnam might be acting as a conduit for Chinese

goods attempting to bypass tariffs. In response to

these concerns, Vietnam has intensified efforts to

clamp down on such practices, but the growing trade

surplus with the U.S. and increased scrutiny highlight

the ongoing challenges. [Reuters]

Vietnam: About USD 1.69 billion raised

from government bond auctions in April

(lm) The Hà Nội Stock Exchange (HNX) raised

approximately USD 1.69 billion (VND 42.42 trillion)

through 20 government bond auctions in April,
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bringing the year-to-date total to nearly VND 152.87

trillion (USD 6.03 billion), which is 30.6 percent of the

annual target. The auctions focused on bonds with 5-,

10-, 15-, and 30-year maturities, with 10-year bonds

dominating the issuance, making up 72.2 percent of

the total.

Foreign investors contributed 4.3 percent of the total

transaction value and were net sellers, offloading VND

522 billion (USD 20.9 million). The sharpest yield

increases were seen in medium and long-term bonds,

with 15- to 20-year and 3- to 5-year maturities

experiencing the highest hikes. [Viet Nam News]

Vietnam: Phu Quoc airport to be upgraded

for APEC 2027 and long-term growth

(hn) Authorities have approved a master plan to

upgrade Phu Quoc International Airport, the main

gateway to Phu Quoc Island, a key tourist destination

in southern Vietnam, to International Civil Aviation

Organization (ICAO) Level 4E standards. The upgrade

allow the airport to accommodate larger aircraft such

as Boeing 777s and Airbus A330s, enabling greater

international connectivity.

The project supports preparations for APEC 2027, a

major summit of 21 Pacific Rim economies focused on

trade and investment cooperation. It also aligns with

Vietnam’s long-term plan to boost tourism and

economic development. [Viet Nam News]
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China, EU exchange conciliatory letters on

50th anniversary of diplomatic ties

(dz) May 6 marked half a century of diplomatic ties

between China and the European Union (EU),

celebrated with swapping congratulatory letters. In

these, President Xi Jinping and Premier Li Qiang coined

the relationship as one of the world’s “most influential,”

urging both sides to defend multilateralism and

“enhance the stable, constructive, mutually beneficial

and global nature of China-EU relations", and inject

more stability and positive energy into the world.”

Meanwhile, European Council President António Costa

and European Commission chief Ursula von der Leyen

called for a “balanced partnership, built on fairness

and reciprocity.”

Beijing sweetened the interaction by lifting sanctions

on five European Parliament members, in place since

2021, and inviting the EU leaders to China for the next

summit. Legislative contacts, suspended during the

sanctions spat, are also being fully revived, raising

hopes that talks on the long-stalled China-EU

Comprehensive Agreement on Investment could

restart this year.

China’s foreign ministry confirmed that China and the

European Parliament have decided to simultaneously

and comprehensively lift restrictions on mutual

exchanges between the two sides' legislative bodies,

thus “exchanges and understanding between the two

sides will be deeper.”

Bilateral trade between the two countries increased

from USD 2.4 billion in 1975 to nearly USD 786 billion

last year, with a cumulative investment around USD

260 billion, meaning a hefty economic base for growth.

Moreover, trade will likely increase because of a new

rail service from Hong Kong to Budapest, specifically a

freight train for e-commerce goods such as 3D

Printers. [South China Morning Post] [China Daily 1]

[China Daily 2]

To add, as leaders celebrated the anniversary, EU

capitals quietly de-regulated the landscape of Chinese

takeovers of sensitive tech. A draft Council text now

would only recommend, not require member states to

screen foreign deals in semiconductors, AI and

quantum, trimming the mandatory list the Commission

proposed in 2024.

However, by contrast, the European Parliament wants

tougher rules, and more sectors covered, setting up a
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significant block in the actualization of the proposal.

[Politico]

Japan, WTO reaffirm commitment to free,

rules-based multilateral trade system

(dql) The Japanese government and the World Trade

Organization (WTO) have reaffirmed their commitment

to strengthening a free and open multilateral trade

system under WTO leadership. The pledge was

outlined in a joint statement following a meeting in

Tokyo between Japanese Foreign Minister Takeshi

Iwaya and WTO Director-General Ngozi Okonjo-Iweala

on May 13. [Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Japan]

The two sides discussed challenges posed by rising

trade tensions, particularly those stemming from

former U.S. President Donald Trump’s tariff policies, as

well as the need to reform the WTO’s dispute

settlement mechanism.

The joint statement emphasized the critical importance

of the multilateral trading system amid global

uncertainty and affirmed that free, fair, and rules-

based trade has driven economic growth and

prosperity for WTO members and the broader

international community. [Nippon.com]

EU and Japan deepen tech ties

(dql) Japan and the European Union (EU) held their

third Digital Partnership Council in Tokyo on May 13 to

deepen cooperation on technology and digital policy.

Amid global geopolitical uncertainty, both sides

reaffirmed the importance of their partnership,

emphasizing the need to enhance competitiveness,

promote a values-based digital governance model, and

strengthen economic security through resilient digital

technologies.

They reviewed progress since the 2024 Council and

agreed to expand cooperation in key areas including

AI, 5G/6G, semiconductors, high-performance

computing, and quantum technologies. Additional

priorities include data governance, online platforms,

submarine cables, Arctic connectivity, digital identities,

trust services, and cybersecurity.

Since launching their Digital Partnership in 2022 at the

29th Japan-EU summit in Tokyo, the EU and Japan have

expanded cooperation across various digital and tech
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sectors. The partnership includes joint research,

regulatory dialogue, and coordination in international

forums, aligning with the EU’s Indo-Pacific strategy to

deepen regional ties. [eureporter]

Canada, China to develop Mongolia’s first

major tin project

(fs) Canada-based exploration company T1n Mining

(formerly Mogul Ventures) will jointly develop the

Oortsog Ovoo tin deposit in Mongolia with MCC

Shenkan Qinhuangdao, a subsidiary of China

Minmetals Corporation.

The project has the potential to produce over 2,700

tons of tin annually, positioning it as Mongolia’s first

major tin producer. MCC Shenkan will cover all

development and initial commercial extraction costs,

with construction expected to take at least two years.

[International Tin Association]

Tin plays a key role in technologies essential to the

energy transition, including solar panels, wind

turbines, batteries, and electric vehicle components,

particularly in circuit board soldering. Driven by rising

demand, the price of tin on the London Metal

Exchange has surged by approximately 109 percent

over the past five years, currently trading at USD

31,800 per ton. [Bloomberg TV]

ADB to provide USD 10 million loan to

support Mongolia’s wheat sector

(fs) The Asian Development Bank (ADB) has signed a

three-year USD 10 million loan with Ulaanbaatar Flour

LLC (UBF), Mongolia’s largest wheat flour processor, to

support the procurement of locally produced wheat

and stabilize Mongolia’s wheat supply chain.

The financing will provide UBF with working capital to

purchase wheat from around 250 farming enterprises,

including smallholder and women-led farms. Wheat

flour accounts for roughly one-third of Mongolian

families' daily caloric intake, but the sector faces

challenges due to a single harvest season and climate

vulnerabilities.

The project aims to enhance food security, reduce

reliance on imports, and promote inclusive growth in

rural areas. UBF will incorporate gender-sensitive

policies and disseminate materials addressing unpaid

care work and domestic violence. ADB will also provide
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a USD 500,000 technical assistance grant to train

farmers in financial literacy, sustainable agriculture,

and climate-resilient practices.

This initiative is part of ADB’s broader commitment of

USD 40 billion for food security in Asia and the Pacific

from 2022 to 2030, including USD 11 billion in private

sector investments. [ADB]

Mongolia, World Bank discuss cooperation

in education, health, and social sectors

(fs) The Chairpersons of the Standing Committees on

Social Policy and on Education, Culture, Science, and

Sports of the State Great Khural of Mongolia

Enkhnasan Lutaa and Undram Chinbat met with a

World Bank delegation led by Regional Director for

Human Development in East Asia and the Pacific

Alberto Rodríguez on May 9.

The meeting focused on enhancing collaboration in

health, education, and social development.

Lutaa stressed the need to expand emergency medical

services projects in rural areas. Chinbat mentioned

plans to build schools in remote areas with UNICEF

support and improve infrastructure, such as installing

modern restrooms in rural schools. They also

highlighted progress in reforming Mongolia’s social

insurance system and proposed extending

performance-based financing from the health to the

education sector. [Montsame]

UN General Assembly to hold first high-

level meeting on North Korean Human

Rights concerns

(kp) The United Nations General Assembly (UNGA) will

convene its first-ever high-level plenary meeting

focused on human rights violations in North Korea on

May 20, according to diplomatic and civic group

sources.

The initiative follows a UNGA resolution adopted in

December 2023 calling for intensified attention to

North Korea’s human rights situation. This will mark

the first time the UNGA itself has hosted a high-level

discussion on the issue. A similar event in 2014 was

organized by the governments of South Korea and the

United States, along with the Office of the UN High
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Commissioner for Human Rights, but not under the

auspices of the General Assembly.

South Korea’s foreign ministry is currently considering

sending a senior official from Seoul, the country's

ambassador to the UN, or another representative to

participate in the meeting. [Yonhap News Agency]

South Korea and NATO hold third military

staff talks to bolster defense cooperation

(kp) South Korea and the North Atlantic Treaty

Organization (NATO) held their third round of military

staff talks in Seoul on May 12, focusing on

strengthening bilateral defense cooperation, according

to the South's Joint Chiefs of Staff (JCS). Major General

Kwon Young-min, who heads the JCS Directorate of

Strategic Planning, and Brigadier General Eray

Unguder of the Turkish Army, serving as deputy

director of NATO’s cooperative security division, led the

discussions.

The meeting covered a range of topics, including a joint

assessment of the security situation on the Korean

Peninsula and measures to expand military exchanges

and collaboration. The two sides also emphasized the

importance of a coordinated international response to

North Korea’s growing military threats, particularly its

deepening ties with Russia and continued weapons

development.

Launched in February 2023, the annual South Korea-

NATO military staff talks alternate between Seoul and

Brussels. The next meeting is scheduled to take place

in Brussels. [Yonhap News Agency]

Press freedom in South Asia faces steep

decline

(lm) The Asia Press Freedom Report 2024–2025 paints

a concerning picture of the media landscape in South

Asia, with escalating threats to journalists and

shrinking press freedom. Between 2024 and 2025, at

least 250 violations of media rights were recorded,

including the detention of 69 journalists and the loss of

20 lives.

The report also highlighted gender disparity in media

leadership, with few women in decision-making roles

and discrimination against female journalists. Job

insecurity is widespread, with shrinking revenues and
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political pressure leading to forced closures of media

outlets. [Kuensel]

China distances itself from proposed

humanitarian corridor to Myanmar’s

Rakhine State

(lm) Chinese Ambassador to Bangladesh Yao Wen has

clarified that China is not involved in the proposed

humanitarian corridor for sending aid to Myanmar’s

Rakhine State, an initiative currently under discussion

between Bangladesh, the Myanmar junta, and the

Arakan Army through United Nations agencies.

The humanitarian channel, aimed at addressing a

famine-like situation in Rakhine amid ongoing conflict

between the Myanmar junta and the Arakan Army—a

powerful ethnic armed group fighting for greater

autonomy for the Rakhine people—is being

conditioned by Bangladesh on several factors. These

include a ceasefire, inclusion of Rohingya

representatives in Rakhine leadership, and creating

conducive conditions for the eventual repatriation of

over 1.4 million Rohingya currently sheltered in

Bangladesh.

Yao reaffirmed China’s policy of non-interference in the

internal affairs of other countries but expressed hope

that Bangladesh and Myanmar could resolve the

Rohingya issue through peaceful dialogue. He added

that while China’s previous mediation efforts had

stalled due to renewed conflict in Rakhine since late

2023, Beijing remains willing to facilitate dialogue. [The

Daily Star]

Meanwhile, tensions on the ground remain high. On

May 12, Arakan Army members opened fire on

Bangladeshi fishermen in the Naf River, a river that

forms part of the border between Bangladesh and

Myanmar, injuring two men. Later the same day,

Arakan Army fighters reportedly detained three other

Bangladeshi fishermen, taking them from the

Bangladeshi side of the river. [Dhaka Tribune]

India keeps Indus Waters Treaty

suspension in place despite ceasefire with

Pakistan

(kb/lm) India’s suspension of the Indus Waters Treaty

(IWT) remains in force despite a ceasefire agreement

reached with Pakistan on May 10, following nearly
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three weeks of military escalation triggered by the April

22 terrorist attack in Pahalgam, Indian-administered

Kashmir. New Delhi blamed the attack on Pakistan—a

claim Islamabad has firmly denied.

While the United States has claimed credit for

brokering the ceasefire, Indian officials have made it

clear that the suspension of the IWT—announced on

May 7 by Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s government

—is not under review. Senior officials reiterated that

the suspension is a deliberate diplomatic measure and

will remain in place until Pakistan takes concrete steps

to end its alleged support for terrorist groups. [The

Indian Express]

In the lead-up to the suspension, Indian officials

harshly criticized the 1960 treaty, calling it a “historic

mistake” that disproportionately benefited Pakistan by

granting it 70 percent control over the Indus water

system. Under the World Bank-brokered agreement,

India retained only 30 percent control, with the Eastern

Rivers allocated to India and the Western Rivers—vital

to Pakistan’s agriculture—allowed to flow freely into

Pakistan. New Delhi is now advancing comprehensive

water management plans to fully utilize its share of the

rivers, improve irrigation for Indian farmers, and

expand hydropower capacity. [The Times of India]

[United Nations- Treaty Series] [World Bank]

As part of the suspension, India has halted the flow of

water from the Western Rivers into Pakistan—rivers

that supply water to an estimated 80 percent of

Pakistan’s farmland. Pakistan has specifically accused

India of altering the flow of the Chenab River, one of

the three Western Rivers allocated to Pakistan under

the treaty. Pakistan’s irrigation minister in Punjab, the

country’s agricultural heartland, warned that such

actions could have severe consequences, directly

impacting the region’s critical agricultural output.

Punjab, home to nearly half of Pakistan’s population,

relies heavily on the Chenab River for irrigation. [Arab

News]

Thus, India’s decision to suspend the IWT has raised

serious alarm in Pakistan, where officials declared

already prior to the suspension that Islamabad views

such a move as an “act of war.” Pakistan has vowed to

raise the issue with the World Bank, the original

facilitator of the treaty. [BBC] [Reuters]

China and Pakistan renew trilateral

cooperation with Taliban, seek to limit

Indian influence in Afghanistan
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(lm) Pakistan, China, and Afghanistan have renewed

their commitment to deepening economic and security

cooperation during a trilateral meeting held in Kabul

on May 10. Hosted by Afghanistan’s acting Foreign

Minister Amir Khan Muttaqi, the talks marked the first

such meeting in Kabul under the trilateral dialogue

framework launched in 2017. Pakistan’s special envoy

Mohammad Sadiq and China’s special envoy Yue

Xiaoyong represented their respective countries. [Arab

News] [Geo News]

Discussions centered on enhancing counterterrorism

coordination, expanding cross-border connectivity, and

accelerating economic integration—particularly the

possible extension of the China-Pakistan Economic

Corridor (CPEC) into Afghanistan. The Chinese envoy

formally invited Muttaqi to Beijing later this month, a

proposal the Afghan side accepted. [Ariana News]

According to Pakistani media, the closed-door meeting

also resulted in a behind-the-scenes agreement to limit

India’s strategic influence in Afghanistan. The three

parties reportedly agreed that India’s role should

remain confined to diplomatic activities, with efforts to

discourage any broader economic or security footprint

in the country. [amu]

Maldivian President Muizzu and OIC

Secretary General reaffirm commitment

to strengthening ties

(lm) Maldivian President Dr. Mohamed Muizzu and the

Secretary General of the Organisation of Islamic

Cooperation (OIC), Hissein Brahim Taha, reaffirmed

their commitment to strengthening collaboration

between the Maldives and the OIC. During a meeting

on May 7, both leaders emphasized continued

cooperation for the benefit of the Islamic community.

[PSM News]

EU reminds Sri Lanka of GSP+ conditions

for continued preferential trade access

(lm) The European Union (EU) has reiterated the

importance for Sri Lanka to align its domestic laws with

international human rights and labor conventions to

maintain preferential access to the EU market under

the GSP+ trade scheme. The reminder came in a joint

statement issued after the eighth meeting of the

Working Group on Governance, Rule of Law, and
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Human Rights under the EU-Sri Lanka Joint

Commission.

Sri Lanka regained GSP+ status in 2017 after a seven-

year suspension due to concerns over wartime human

rights. Since then, Sri Lanka has ratified all 27 core

international conventions underpinning the scheme,

covering human rights, labor standards, environmental

protection, and governance. In 2023, EU imports from

Sri Lanka amounted to EUR 2.6 billion (USD 2.8 billion),

with approximately half entering under the GSP+

window.

While commending Sri Lanka’s recovery efforts and

progress on IMF-backed governance reforms, the EU

emphasized the need to further integrate rule of law

and judicial integrity into the reform process. Both

parties also agreed on the importance of civil society in

shaping legislation and strengthening Sri Lanka’s truth

and reconciliation framework, indicating ongoing EU

concern with post-civil war accountability.

The Working Group's conclusions and

recommendations will be reported to the EU-Sri Lanka

Joint Commission later this year in Colombo. [Daily

Mirror]

Brunei chairs 48th ASEAN Maritime

Transport Working Group Meeting

(ga) Brunei Darussalam hosted and chaired the 48th

ASEAN Maritime Transport Working Group (MTWG)

Meeting from May 7-8 through the Maritime and Port

Authority of Brunei Darussalam (MPABD) in Gadong.

The MTWG serves under the ASEAN Senior Transport

Officials Meeting (STOM) and coordinates maritime

transport initiatives.

Discussions focused on the ASEAN Single Shipping

Market, cooperation among 47 designated ports, and

strengthening regional maritime connectivity under

the Kuala Lumpur Transport Strategic Plan (KLTSP)

2016–2025, including the ASEAN Agreement on

Aeronautical and Maritime Search and Rescue

Cooperation and the MoU on Safety Standards for

Non-Convention Ships.

The meeting also addressed capacity building and

emerging issues including autonomous technologies,

decarbonization, and digitalization.

Brunei expressed confidence in ASEAN’s continued

collaboration towards the ASEAN Transport Strategic

Plan 2026–2030. The country will continue to chair the
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49th MTWG Meeting in late September before handing

over the chairmanship to Cambodia in 2026. [Borneo

Bulletin 1] [Borneo Bulletin 2]

Brunei delegation joins ASEAN workshop

on legal cooperation against human

trafficking

(tl) Brunei representatives from key government

agencies participated in a two-day ASEAN workshop in

Bangkok focused on enhancing international legal

cooperation to combat human trafficking. Held on May

6–7, the event was organized by Counter Trafficking

ASEAN-Australia (ASEAN-ACT) and the United Nations

Office on Drugs and Crime.

The workshop, attended by participants from 11

ASEAN countries and sectoral bodies, focused on

updating the ASEAN Handbook on International Legal

Cooperation in Cases of Trafficking in Persons and

preparing the ASEAN Compendium on International

Legal Cooperation in Cases of Trafficking in Persons.

Both documents are scheduled for further discussion

and endorsement during the 25th Senior Officials

Meeting on Transnational Crime (SOMTC). [Borneo

Bulletin]

Cambodia pushes media sector

cooperation at ASEAN Information

Ministers Conference

(gm/sal) Cambodia has called for deeper cooperation

among ASEAN member states’ media sectors

at the 17th Conference of ASEAN Ministers

Responsible for Information (AMRI), held in Bandar Seri

Begawan, Brunei from May 7–9.

As this year’s AMRI Vice Chair, Cambodia also

confirmed its readiness to host the 20th Asia Media

Summit in Siem Reap in July 2025 and the 18th AMRI in

Phnom Penh in 2027. [Khmer Times 1] [CPP]

On the sidelines of the conference, Cambodia and

Vietnam reaffirmed their bilateral media cooperation

agreement, originally signed in 2023. During a meeting

between Minister Pheaktra and Vietnam’s Deputy

Minister Le Hai Binh on May 7, both sides agreed to

enhance efforts to counter misinformation, exchange

information, and develop human resources in the

media field. They also emphasized the importance of
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accurate and ethical information flow and committed

to continued collaboration on media development.

[CPP]

Cambodia is also expanding cooperation with Thailand

on digital security and emerging technologies.

Thailand’s Ministry of Digital Economy and Society

announced plans for a bilateral meeting to intensify

collaboration on cyber resilience. The two countries

aim to suppress online fraud and cyber scams and to

develop a policy framework supporting workforce

readiness in artificial intelligence. [OpenGov Asia]

In addition, Pheaktra held a meeting with Wang Gang,

Deputy Director of the Publicity Department of the

Communist Party of China. Their discussion centered

on deepening the ongoing cooperation between

Cambodia and China, with Pheaktra urging China to

promote Cambodia’s successful efforts under the Belt

and Road Initiative and encouraged broader

collaboration in the information sector between ASEAN

and China. [Khmer Times 2]

EU-funded initiative strengthens

protection for migrants in ‘Blue Economy’

(gm) On May 8, a meeting co-organized by the

International Labour Organization (ILO) and the

Ministry of Labour and Vocational Training launched

Phase III of the Ship to Shore Rights South-East Asia:

Safe Migration for Decent Work in the Blue Economy

program. The initiative, running from 2025 to 2028,

aims to improve migration and labor rights for

Cambodian workers in the fishing sector and seafood

supply chain.

At the launch event, key stakeholders from the

Cambodian government, employers, workers'

representatives, and civil society organizations

discussed the program’s priorities. These included

strengthening national policies, enhancing regional

cooperation within ASEAN, addressing vulnerabilities in

migration governance, and improving migrant workers’

access to legal services and rights-based information

to protect them across the entire blue economy sector,

from primary production to post-harvest processing.

[ILO, Phnom Penh Post]

The Ship to Shore Rights program, launched in 2016

and supported by the European Union and the United

Nations, aims to improve labor standards in the blue

economy across South-East Asia by enhancing policy

frameworks and improve social dialogue to tackle

forced labor, human trafficking, and unsafe working
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conditions in the fishing, aquaculture, and seafood

sectors. [ILO]

Indonesia reaffirms Blue Economy

commitment at APEC conference

(mo) On May 11, during the 10th Our Ocean

Conference (OOC) in Busan, Indonesia reaffirmed its

commitment to sustainable marine governance. In the

meeting, the Indonesian Ministry of Marine Affairs and

Fisheries presented its blue economy strategy, which

focused on balancing economic growth and ecological

preservation through the marine spatial planning, and

outlined the ministry’s zoning regulations, including

national and inter-regional plans as the important tool

of balancing. 

These measures consist of Indonesia’s ongoing efforts

to establish 200,000 hectares of new marine

conservation areas, introduction of a Blue Carbon

Network and planning assessments of seagrass beds

across 20 conservation zones.

In addition, the Indonesian delegation also stressed

the importance of regional cooperation on maritime

governance, climate change, marine pollution, and

illegal fishing. [Antara]

UN finds Russia responsible for downing

Malaysia airplane over Ukraine

(dql) The United Nations' aviation council, the

International Civil Aviation Organization (ICAO), has

ruled that Russia was responsible for the 2014

downing of Malaysia Airlines Flight MH17 over Ukraine,

which killed nearly 300 people, including 196 Dutch

and 28 Australian citizens. This marks the first time the

council has ruled on a dispute between member

states.

The case, initiated by Australia and the Netherlands in

2022, was found by ICAO to be “well founded in fact

and in law.” The council stated that Russia had failed to

uphold its obligations under international air law.

[ICAO]

Dutch Foreign Minister Caspar Veldkamp and

Australian Foreign Minister Penny Wong welcomed the

decision with the latter urging Russia to accept

responsibility and make reparations, as required under

international law.

https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-shtykg-l-ttr/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-shtykg-l-tty/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-shtykg-l-tti/


The Netherlands and Australia have asked ICAO to

compel Russia to engage in reparations talks. [DW]

Malaysia bids for UN-Habitat presidency

(tl) Malaysia is officially vying for the presidency of the

United Nations Human Settlements Programme (UN-

Habitat) Assembly for the 2026-2029 term. Housing

and Local Government Minister Nga Kor Ming

confirmed that the Cabinet has endorsed the Ministry

of Housing and Local Government (KPKT) to lead the

bid. He announced that KPKT will represent Malaysia at

the UN-Habitat Assembly in Nairobi, Kenya, on May 29

to contest for the leadership role.

UN-Habitat is dedicated to promoting sustainable

urban development and ensuring adequate housing.

[Malay Mail]

Malaysia introduces anti-dumping

measures against Asian countries

(tl) Malaysia has officially implemented definitive anti-

dumping duties on Polyethylene Terephthalate (PET)

imports from China and Indonesia, following an

investigation into unfair trade practices. Effective on

May 7, the duties range from 2.29 percent to 11.74

percent for Chinese imports and 37.44 percent for

Indonesian imports and will remain in place for five

years until May 6, 2030. [Ministry of Investment, Trade

and Industry, Malaysia]

The Ministry of Investment, Trade and Industry (MITI)

stated that these PET imports were sold in Malaysia

below their domestic market prices, harming the

domestic PET industry. [Malay Mail]

In addition, final anti-dumping duties on flat rolled iron

or non-alloy steel products – 600 mm or wider, clad,

galvanized, or tin-plated – imported from China (4.48–

20.42 percent), India (27.88 percent), Japan (15.74–

36.8percent), and South Korea (21.6–35.43 percent)

have been imposed. These duties, effective from May

11, 2025, and valid for five years, follow an

investigation launched in August 2024 based on a local

manufacturer's petition. [Selangor Journal]

International advisory group condemns

return of Lashio to Myanmar military
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regime under Chinese pressure

(anl) On 5 May, the Special Advisory Council-Myanmar

(SAC-M), an independent advisory group of

international experts, has condemned China’s actions

in northern Shan State, accusing Beijing of prioritizing

its own interests over the will of the Myanmar people

despite its repeated claims of non-interference. The

condemnation followed the return of Lashio to the

military junta by the Myanmar National Democratic

Alliance Army (MNDAA), which is widely seen as being

under intense Chinese pressure.

Lashio, home to the junta’s northeastern military

command, was captured in August 2024 by a coalition

of the MNDAA, the Bamar People’s Liberation Army,

and the People’s Liberation Army. It marked one of the

military’s most significant defeats since the 2021 coup.

The SAC-M warned the return of Lashio sets a

dangerous precedent, undermining the MNDAA’s

revolutionary credibility, and heightening the risk of

reprisals and atrocities against civilians, many of whom

have already suffered from junta airstrikes.

It also stated that Beijing’s support for the junta is a

strategic miscalculation that will prolong the suffering

of the Myanmar people and called China’s role in the

surrender of Lashio its most direct intervention since

the 2021 coup attempt. [Mizzima]

EU election observers denied access to

polling centers at Philippines’ mid-term

elections

(dnb) The European Union deployed 226 observers to

monitor the Philippines’ May 12 midterm elections but

was denied access to polling centers by the

Commission on Elections (COMELEC), citing legal

restrictions under the Omnibus Election Code. As a

result, EU observers were only able to monitor the vote

counting process after polling stations closed. [GMA

News Online]

The EU mission, initially invited by the Philippine

government, stated that the lack of access prevented

meaningful observation of the voting phase, a core

component of its established monitoring methodology.

Despite these limitations, the EU will release its

preliminary findings and assessment of the elections

on May 14. A final report, including recommendations

for future elections, is expected within two months.

[Manila Bulletin]
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Alongside the EU observers, members of the

diplomatic community from Canada, Norway, and

Switzerland also participated in the observation

mission.

Philippines accedes to Hague Evidence

Convention

(dnb) Philippines President Ferdinand Marcos Jr. Has

signed the instrument of accession to the Hague

Conference on Private International Law Evidence

Convention, formally completing the process through

the deposit of the official instrument by the country’s

Ambassador to the Netherlands with the Dutch

Ministry of Foreign Affairs. The convention establishes

a framework for the cross-border use and sharing of

evidence in civil and commercial matters among

participating states, aiming to facilitate more efficient

judicial cooperation.

The Philippines will officially become the 68th State

Party to the convention when the accession enters into

force on July 5, 2025. Other members include most

European Union countries, China, Vietnam, and

Singapore. [Department of Foreign Affairs, Philippines]

[The Inquirer.net]

Philippines strengthens diplomatic and

economic ties with Caribbean states

(jm) Philippine Foreign Secretary Enrique Manalo held

a series of high-level engagements with Caribbean

leaders during the Council for Foreign and Community

Relations (COFCOR) meeting of the Caribbean

Community (CARICOM) on May 8–9 in St. Kitts and

Nevis. This marked the Philippines’ first formal

participation in the annual CARICOM gathering,

signaling Manila’s intention to expand diplomatic,

economic, and multilateral cooperation with the

region.

Manalo emphasized shared interests between the

Philippines and Caribbean states as maritime nations

facing common global challenges, particularly climate

change, sustainable development, food security, and

oceans governance under the UN Convention on the

Law of the Sea. He also announced the Philippines’

contribution to the CARICOM Development Fund,

reaffirming its support for South-South Cooperation

and inclusive development initiatives.
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A major milestone of the visit was the signing of a Joint

Communiqué establishing formal diplomatic relations

between the Philippines and Grenada, completing the

Philippines’ diplomatic ties with all 14 CARICOM

member states.

In separate meetings with regional leaders, including

the Prime Minister of St. Kitts and Nevis and the

CARICOM Secretary-General, Manalo discussed

cooperation in health, maritime training, education,

and sustainable economic growth. The Philippines also

expressed its commitment to deepen engagement

within the United Nations and its bid for a non-

permanent seat on the UN Security Council for 2027–

2028. [Department of Foreign Affairs, Philippines]

Sharp rise in sea robbery incidents in

Singapore Strait

(nl) The Regional Cooperation Agreement on

Combating Piracy and Armed Robbery against Ships in

Asia Information Sharing Centre (ReCAAP ISC), a

regional body established to enhance cooperation

against maritime crime, has issued an incident alert

following a sharp increase in sea robbery cases in the

Singapore Strait, which forms part of the Straits of

Malacca and Singapore (SOMS). Between January 1 and

May 7, 2025, 50 incidents were reported—more than

triple the 14 cases recorded during the same period in

2024.

The alert highlighted a cluster of six incidents that

occurred between May 2 and May 7 in the Phillip

Channel, all involving vessels in transit. While most

cases were non-violent and resulted in no losses, two

incidents involved the theft of engine spares. No crew

injuries have been reported. [RECAAP ISC]

Singapore’s energy regulator calls for

stronger cooperation to de-risk ASEAN

power grid investments

(nl) At the Climate Group Asia Action Summit on May 8,

Singapore’s Energy Market Authority (EMA) called for

closer collaboration between governments, insurers,

and financial institutions to mitigate investment risks

slowing the development of the ASEAN Power Grid

(APG).

The APG, introduced in 1997, is a regional initiative to

promote energy sustainability and cross-border
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electricity connectivity in Southeast Asia.

EMA estimates an annual green investment gap of USD

210 billion, driven by high perceived risks. EMA’s

leadership emphasized that a mere two percent

increase in capital costs can raise the price of solar and

wind power by over 20 percent, highlighting the urgent

need to de-risk financing for renewable energy.

Potential solutions include blended finance

mechanisms and the use of Singapore-based Bayfront

Infrastructure Management. National initiatives such

as Singapore’s SGD 10 billion (USD 7.4 billion) Future

Energy Fund and partnerships between the Monetary

Authority of Singapore and global insurers are also

intended to enhance risk assessment capabilities.

However, EMA cautioned that financial tools alone are

insufficient. Companies were urged to support long-

term power purchase agreements to provide revenue

certainty for green projects. A lack of global recognition

for renewable energy certificates, particularly outside

the European Union and North America, remains a key

obstacle to expanding cross-border renewable energy

trade. [The Straits Times] [The Business Times]

Singapore-EU digital trade agreement

signed to boost cross-border e-commerce

and data flows

(lm) Singapore and the European Union signed the

European Union–Singapore Digital Trade Agreement

(EUSDTA) on May 7, aiming to deepen digital

cooperation and provide legal certainty for businesses

and consumers engaging in cross-border e-commerce.

The EUSDTA complements the 2019 EU–Singapore

Free Trade Agreement and includes provisions on data

transfer, e-signatures, electronic payments, and cyber

security. It prohibits customs duties on electronic

transmissions, supports interoperability, and protects

source code confidentiality.

The EU is Singapore’s second-largest services trading

partner, with bilateral services trade exceeding SGD

110 billion (USD 81.4 billion) in 2023. Goods trade

surpassed SGD 100 billion (USD 74 billion) in 2024.

[The Straits Times]

Vietnam strengthens strategic

partnerships with key nations in Central,
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Eastern Europe

(hn/cmc/lm) Vietnam's Party General Secretary Tô

Lâm's recent visits to Kazakhstan, Azerbaijan, Russia,

and Belarus have resulted in significant milestones, as

all four countries upgraded their bilateral relations

with Vietnam to strategic partnerships, laying the

foundation for enhanced cooperation across multiple

sectors.

Kazakhstan

During his visit to Kazakhstan on May 6, the two

countries officially upgraded their bilateral relationship

to a Strategic Partnership, making Kazakhstan

Vietnam’s first such partner in Central Asia. Both

countries committed to deepening cooperation in

trade, energy, education, tourism, and digital

transformation. A joint action plan for 2024–2026 was

signed, focusing on implementing the free trade

agreement between Vietnam and the Eurasian

Economic Union (EAEU), which includes Kazakhstan.

Areas such as strategic trust, digital infrastructure,

smart cities, and cybersecurity were also emphasized.

[Viet Nam News 1] [Viet Nam News 2] [VOV 1] [VOV 2]

Azerbaijan

Vietnam and Azerbaijan’s partnership was also

elevated to a Strategic Partnership during Tô Lâm’s

visit from May 7–8. Key agreements included

memoranda of understanding (MOUs) on energy,

defense, culture, and digital development. A notable

MOU on energy cooperation was signed between the

Vietnamese Ministry of Industry and Trade and

Azerbaijan’s Ministry of Energy, reflecting both

countries' interest in furthering their collaboration in

the energy sector. In addition to trade and energy, the

two nations agreed to bolster their defense relations,

marking a significant step in their bilateral

engagement. [Viet Nam News 3] [Viet Nam News 4]

Russia

Tô Lâm’s visit to Russia from May 8–11 reaffirmed

Vietnam’s long-standing strategic partnership with the

country, focusing on key areas such as defense,

energy, and economic cooperation. A significant

outcome of the visit was the commitment to fast-track

nuclear energy cooperation, with plans for Vietnam to

start constructing nuclear power plants by 2030. This

shift in energy policy, which follows a decade-long

pause, demonstrates both nations’ renewed interest in

collaborating on nuclear power. [tuoi tre news]

[Reuters] [Vietnam Investment Review] [The Kyiv

Independent]
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Additionally, the leaders agreed to deepen cooperation

in oil and gas, and signed multiple agreements to

expand trade, particularly in liquefied natural gas

(LNG) and crude oil. The visit also included a

reaffirmation of support for a multipolar world order

and regional stability, with both sides emphasizing

their commitment to the United Nations Convention

on the Law of the Sea (UNCLOS). [Viet Nam News 5]

Belarus

During his state visit to Belarus from May 10–12, Tô

Lâm and President Aleksandr Lukashenko formalized a

strategic partnership, focusing on economic

cooperation and infrastructure development. Both

countries agreed to increase exchanges at all levels,

including party, state, and local engagements. Key

sectors for cooperation include agriculture, industry,

digital transformation, and high-tech agriculture. The

two sides also emphasized the importance of youth

exchanges and sustainable development, aligning their

priorities with the growing importance of digital

technologies and infrastructure projects such as

railways and highways. [Viet Nam News 6] [Viet Nam

News 7] [Viet Nam News 8] [Viet Nam News 9] [Viet

Nam News 10]

40 Myanmar military and police personnel

repatriated from Bangladesh

(lm) Bangladesh repatriated 40 Myanmar nationals—

including 34 members of the Myanmar military and

Border Guard Police (BGP)—on May 7, following their

earlier flight into Bangladesh due to the ongoing

conflict in Myanmar’s Rakhine State.

This marks the latest phase of cross-border returns,

following the earlier repatriation of 752 Myanmar

nationals in three rounds. In parallel, 214 Bangladeshi

nationals imprisoned in Myanmar have also been

returned upon completing their sentences. [Dhaka

Tribune]

Bangladesh accuses India of

systematically pushing hundreds across

the border

(lm) Bangladesh’s Border Guard (BGB) has accused

India of conducting a systematic and well-coordinated

campaign to forcibly push hundreds of people across
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the border into remote, uninhabited, and difficult-to-

monitor areas of Bangladesh.

According to the BGB, between May 7 and 9, the Indian

Border Security Force (BSF) forcibly pushed 280

individuals into Bangladesh, including 39 Rohingyas,

among them five refugees officially registered with the

United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees

(UNHCR) in India, constituting a clear violation of

international human rights norms, according to Dhaka.

Some of these Rohingyas had previously been

registered in Bangladesh’s refugee camps before

crossing into India. After being forcibly returned, they

have now been re-registered and relocated to camps

through the Office of the Refugee Relief and

Repatriation Commissioner (RRRC) and UNHCR.

The remaining 163 individuals were Bangladeshi

nationals who had migrated to India over the past two

to three decades. Many held Indian identification

documents such as Aadhaar cards, India’s national

biometric ID system, which the BSF reportedly

confiscated before expelling them. Verified

Bangladeshi nationals are being returned to their

home districts through local administrations.

Additionally, on May 10, the BSF allegedly abandoned

78 more people on Mandarbaria Island, a remote and

sparsely inhabited area located in Bangladesh’s

southwestern coastal district of Satkhira. Three were

found to be Indian nationals and have been charged

with illegal entry, while the remaining 75 Bangladeshi

nationals are being handed over to their families.

The BGB has formally protested these actions through

flag meetings and diplomatic channels, urging India to

conduct any repatriation through official procedures

rather than clandestine operations. Despite these

protests, intelligence reports suggest that the BSF is

currently holding another 200 to 300 individuals near

the Khagrachhari border, awaiting further

opportunities to push them into Bangladesh. However,

BGB patrols have so far prevented additional

incursions. [Dhaka Tribune] [The Daily Star]

Bangladesh’s interim leader invites

Canadian investors as Dhaka seeks

deeper economic ties

(lm) Bangladesh’s interim leader, Chief Adviser

Muhammad Yunus, has called for expanded

commercial ties between Bangladesh and Canada

during a meeting with Canada’s Indo-Pacific Trade

Representative, Paul Thoppil, held on May 6. The

https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-shtykg-l-thk/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-shtykg-l-thu/


meeting, part of Thoppil’s second official visit to the

country, focused on investment opportunities and

economic reforms under Bangladesh’s new caretaker

government.

Yunus emphasized Bangladesh’s goal of becoming a

regional manufacturing and export hub, inviting

Canadian firms to invest, train local workers, and re-

export from Bangladesh. Thoppil, who was leading a

high-level business delegation featuring major

Canadian firms praised the caretaker administration’s

reform agenda and advisory structure. He described

Canada as committed to deepening trade ties, citing

clear signs of progress under Yunus’s leadership.

[Dhaka Tribune]

Bangladesh and Saudi Arabia hold first

joint defense committee meeting

(lm) Bangladesh and Saudi Arabia convened their first-

ever Joint Committee Meeting on Defense Cooperation

on May 6, marking a formal step toward expanding

bilateral military ties. Supervised by the Armed Forces

Division (AFD) and attended by senior military and

civilian officials from both countries, the session

focused on joint training, defense education, military

industry collaboration, and future exercises. [The Daily

Star]

Bhutan and India’s Adani Group agree on

joint development of 5,000MW

hydropower projects

(lm) Bhutan’s state-owned Druk Green Power

Corporation (DGPC) and India’s Adani Group signed a

Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) on May 9 to

jointly develop hydropower projects totaling 5,000

megawatts (MW).

The agreement forms part of Bhutan’s broader goal to

achieve 20,000MW of installed renewable energy

capacity by 2040. DGPC officials highlighted that recent

policy reforms allowing foreign direct investment and

full private ownership in solar projects have made

Bhutan more attractive to major investors like Adani.

The partnership builds on the ongoing Wangchhu

Hydropower Project, where DGPC holds a 51 percent

stake and Adani 49 percent. Adani is expected to

facilitate power offtake and grid integration with India,

https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-shtykg-l-tkl/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-shtykg-l-tkr/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-shtykg-l-tkr/


further strengthening Bhutan’s position as a regional

clean energy supplier.

Prime Minister Tshering Tobgay underscored that the

energy sector is central to Bhutan’s economic

development and regional cooperation goals, including

flagship projects like the Gelephu Mindfulness City. The

initiative also enjoys strong backing from the Indian

government and aligns with its growing demand for

clean energy.

Brunei and Australia collaborate on AI-

powered coral reef monitoring

(ga) Brunei and Australia are collaborating to mprove

reef management amid growing environmental

pressures using artificial intelligence (AI) through the

deployment of ReefCloud, a digital platform developed

by the Australian Institute of Marine Science (AIMS).

The partnership was announced by Australian High

Commissioner to Brunei Michael Hoy and involves

ongoing support from AIMS, including access to

updated ReefCloud tools, information, and training.

Since 2022, AIMS scientists have trained 57

professionals from Brunei’s Department of Fisheries in

reef monitoring using ReefCloud, which enables cost-

effective, real-time analysis of coral reef conditions.

The project has so far gathered approximately 340,000

data records from 13 reef sites along Brunei's coast.

AIMS researchers emphasized that the reef systems in

Brunei host highly biodiverse coral communities,

comparable to those in the Coral Triangle region. The

collaboration forms part of broader regional efforts

under the Marine Research Initiative (MRI) to build

sustained scientific ties across Southeast Asia and

Australia. [Borneo Bulletin]

China imposes anti-dumping tariffs on

Indian cypermethrin imports

(dz) China is set to impose anti-dumping duties ranging

from 48.4 to 166.2 percent on imports of cypermethrin

from India for the next five years. Cypermethrin is a

pesticide used primarily in agriculture to produce

insecticides for pest control in crops, such as cotton,

vegetables, tobacco and flowers.

On 7 May, China’s Ministry of Commerce announced

the tariffs after a one-year investigation concluded that
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Indian producers sold the insecticide in China at prices

below fair value, causing substantial damage for the

domestic industry. [Ministry of Commerce, China, in

Chinese] [Reuters]

Chinese state media sees the decision as proof that

Beijing will “protect legitimate rights” against, what it

views, as unfair trade tactics, while analysts in New

Delhi called it a blow to Indian chemical giants such as

UPL, whose shares fell almost three percent on news

of the tariff. [Global Times] [Trading View]

On the other side, New Delhi imposed in April a 12

percent safeguard tariff on imports of certain Chinese

steel. In 2024, India launched 47 trade remedy

investigations, of which 37 targeted China and involved

volume of USD 9.78 billion – both setting a record high.

[IDN Financials]

China President Xi Jinping pledges support

for Myanmar earthquake reconstruction

(na/nf) Chinese President Xi Jinping pledged support

for Myanmar's earthquake reconstruction efforts

during a meeting with Myanmar junta leader Min Aung

Hlaing in Moscow on May 9. The meeting took place on

the sidelines of celebrations commemorating the 80th

anniversary of the Soviet Union's victory in World War

II, marking their first face-to-face talks since the

Myanmar military took power in 2021. [Ministry of

Foreign Affairs, China] [Reuters]

During their meeting, Xi emphasized that China had

been the first to send rescue teams and emergency

humanitarian supplies following the earthquake on

March 28, which caused significant casualties and

property damage. He also urged Min to ensure the

safety of Chinese personnel and projects in Myanmar

and to intensify efforts against cross-border crimes,

including online gambling and telecom fraud.

Xi called for deepening cooperation under China's Belt

and Road Initiative. He also emphasized that China

supports Myanmar in pursuing a development path

suited to its national conditions while maintaining

sovereignty and stability. [Ministry of Foreign Affairs,

China]

Min Aung Hlaing responded that Myanmar would fully

meet these commitments, vowing to protect Chinese

interests in Myanmar. He confirmed Myanmar's

aspirations for the long-term cooperative relationship

with China, especially with the China-Myanmar
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Economic Corridor (CMEC), one of the key Belt and

Road projects of China. [Mizzima] [Irrawaddy News]

Despite war crimes charges and a countrywide

rebellion, the junta chief has continued to depend on

backing from Beijing and Moscow. China, while

keeping relations with ethnic armed organizations

along the border, has been following a two-track

approach—supporting the junta diplomatically while

purportedly brokering conflict resolution initiatives. Xi's

earthquake aid pledge reflects China's strategic

positioning to fill the humanitarian vacuum left by US

aid cuts in Southeast Asia, with China leveraging

disaster relief to strengthen its influence in Myanmar.

[SCMP]

China-Philippines tensions escalate over

confrontation at Scarborough Shoal

(na) China and the Philippines have exchanged

accusations following a maritime confrontation near

the disputed Scarborough Shoal in the South China

Sea on May 7. The Philippine military reported that a

Philippine Navy patrol encountered "aggressive and

unsafe" movements by two Chinese Navy vessels,

raising concerns about escalating tensions in the

region. Meanwhile, China's Southern Theatre

Command accused the Philippine frigate of

"attempting to invade" Chinese waters and claimed it

had deployed naval and air forces to "track and expel"

the vessel. [Reuters]

The Chinese defense ministry issued a warning to the

Philippines on May 8, urging the Philippines to "cease

its infringements and provocations, and stop offending

China's core interests in any form." The ministry

further claimed that individuals in the Philippines are

colluding with the US to “stir up the sea” and warned

that China would be forceful in its measures to “defend

its territorial sovereignty and maritime rights and

interests." [Ministry of National Defense, China]

The Chinese foreign ministry also accused the

Philippines of disrespecting facts and "confusing right

and wrong" regarding the incident. It claimed that

Huangyan Dao, or Scarborough Shoal, is a Chinese

territory and that China’s response was "legitimate,

lawful, professional and restrained,” blaming the

current tensions on the Philippines’ "repeated

infringement and provocation at sea". [Ministry of

Foreign Affairs, China]

The confrontation came amid the Balikatan 2025

military exercises between the Philippines, the United
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States, and Australia, which concluded on May 9 and

included joint sea and air patrols in the South China

Sea. The Chinese foreign ministry criticized these

patrols, claiming they undermined regional stability

and accused the Philippines of acting as a "pawn" for

external forces." [Zona Militar] [Ministry of Foreign

Affairs, China]

This latest incident follows heightened tensions

between China and the Philippines in April, when both

countries staged competing flag-raising events at

Sandy Cay, a disputed sandbank near Pag-asa Island,

during U.S.-Philippines joint military exercises (see AiR

No. 17, April/2025, 5).

US-China reach agreement to significantly

reduce tariffs

(na) The US and China have reached an agreement to

significantly reduce tariffs following their first high-

level talks in Geneva, Switzerland on May 10-11. The

two countries announced in a joint statement on May

12 that they will remove most tariffs imposed since

April 2, with the US lowering additional tariff rates on

Chinese goods from 145 percent to 30 percent, and

China reducing duties on US imports from 125 percent

to 10 percent. The changes will take effect on May 14.

[State Council, China] [SCMP 1] [Reuters 1]

The agreement goes further than analysts had

anticipated, with both sides suspending or removing

91 percentage points of April tariffs and suspending a

further 24 percentage points for the next 90 days.

However, the exemption for low-value e-commerce

shipments will not be restored. Pre-April tariffs, such

as the 20 percent duties imposed by the US on Chinese

goods to combat fentanyl flows, will remain in place.

China has agreed to pause or remove all non-tariff

countermeasures imposed since April 2, including

sanctions lists and export controls on some rare

earths. [Reuters 1] [Reuters 2] [SCMP 1]

In addition, China and the US have established a "trade

consultation mechanism" to maintain regular

communication and engage in further negotiations

during the 90-day period. China's Ministry of

Commerce expressed hope that the US will “continue

to work with China in the same direction”, as well as

change the “practice of unilateral tariff hikes”.  US

Treasury Secretary Scott Bessent emphasized during a

press conference that "neither side wants a

decoupling" and characterized the previous high tariffs

as "the equivalent of an embargo." [Reuters 2] [SCMP

1]
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Industry sources predict that rare earth export permits

for US customers are likely to receive faster approval

following the trade agreement, although it is unlikely

that China's strategic minerals export controls are

completely removed. Analysts have characterized the

agreement as a "particular victory" for China, which

had demanded tariff reductions before substantive

negotiations. Financial markets responded positively to

the news, with Hong Kong's Hang Seng Index rising

2.98 percent and the offshore yuan reaching its highest

level against the dollar in six months. [Reuters 3]

[SCMP 1] [SCMP 2]

In the latest development, the U.S. has announced on

May 12 to cut the “de-minimis” tariff to 54 percent,

down from 125 percent, with a flat fee of 100 USD to

remain. [Reuters 4]

Meanwhile, China has removed a ban on airlines taking

delivery of Boeing. [South China Morning Post 2]

Chinese President Xi Jinping visits Russia

(na) Chinese President Xi Jinping arrived in Moscow on

May 7 for his state visit to Russia, where he attended

celebrations marking the 80th anniversary of the

Soviet victory in World War II (see AiR No. 18,

May/2025, 1). Xi’s arrival came shortly after Ukrainian

drones targeted Moscow, with Russian authorities

claiming to have shot down at least 14 drones.

[Reuters 1]

During their talks, Xi told Putin that their countries

should be "friends of steel," as they pledged to

increase cooperation and "decisively counter" U.S.

influence. In their joint statement, they committed to

deepening relations in all areas, including military ties,

and agreed to counter the US’s attempt at “dual

containment” of Russia and China." Xi emphasized that

China will work with Russia to "shoulder the special

responsibility as major countries of the world and

permanent members of the UN Security Council."

[Ministry of National Defense, China] [Reuters 2]

Xi and Putin discussed energy cooperation, including

Chinese participation in Russian liquefied natural gas

(LNG) projects and the proposed Power of Siberia 2 gas

pipeline that would carry Russian gas via Mongolia to

China. According to the Russian Energy Ministry, the

two countries are at an "active stage" of negotiations

on the pipeline, though a contract is unlikely to be

signed during Xi's visit. Chinese companies already

hold stakes in Russia's Yamal LNG and Arctic LNG 2

projects. [Reuters 3] [Reuters 4]
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Xi's presence at the Victory Day parade on May 9 as the

most powerful foreign leader attending, provided Putin

with important diplomatic backing as Moscow seeks to

demonstrate international support, despite Western

isolation over the Ukraine war.  [Reuters 1] [SCMP]

Increase in economic and trade cooperation

Meanwhile, Russia's state development bank VEB

announced plans to provide approximately USD 42.74

billion in funding for joint projects with Chinese

businesses across key sectors including gas,

metallurgy, timber processing, and shipbuilding. This

substantial financial commitment underscores the

deepening economic ties between the two countries as

China has become Russia's largest trading partner,

providing an economic lifeline amid Western sanctions

over the Ukraine conflict. [Reuters 3]

Additionally, the Chinese Commerce Minister and

Russian Economic Development Minister held talks in

Moscow on implementing the upgraded China-Russia

investment protection agreement and addressing US

"reciprocal tariffs." Both ministers emphasized that

their economic cooperation does not target any

external parties, with China’s Commerce Minister

reaffirming China's commitment to safeguarding its

development interests and maintaining the

international economic order. [Global Times]

Brazilian President Lula visits China amid

expanding infrastructure cooperation

(na) Chinese President Xi Jinping and Brazilian

President Luiz Inácio Lula da Silva held bilateral talks

on May 13. Their meeting was part of Lula’s visit to

China from May 11 to 14. During their meeting, the two

leaders pledged to defend free trade and

multilateralism, signing 20 agreements to strengthen

bilateral ties. In an apparent reference to the U.S., Xi

urged both countries to "firmly oppose unilateralism,

protectionism and acts of bullying," and “jointly

promote Global South countries to strengthen unity

and cooperation,” while Lula called the relations

between China and Brazil as “indestructible,” and “not

be disturbed or damaged by any external factors,’’

according to Chinese readout of the meeting. [State

Council, China, in Chinese]

In another joint statement released the same day, the

two countries reaffirmed the importance of continuing

to develop bilateral economic and trade relations,

pledging to strengthen cooperation in agriculture,

science and innovation.
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Ahead of Lula's visit, Beijing lifted restrictions for

Brazilian soybean shipments from five firms previously

suspended over phytosanitary concerns as China

sought to pivot away from U.S. imports. China, which

account for more than 60 percent of the purchases of

globally traded soybeans, receives over 70 percent of

its imports from Brazil. [Reuters 1]

During Lula’s visit, Brazil announced two significant

Chinese partnerships, including a USD 1 billion

investment by China's Envision Energy to produce

sustainable aviation fuel from sugarcane, part of

approximately USD 4.8 billion in Chinese investments

facilitated during the trip. In addition, the Brazilian

Ministry of Mines and Energy announced that state-

owned Chinese company Windey Energy Technology

and Brazilian university Senai Cimatec agreed to

cooperate in developing renewable solutions, including

energy storage.

In an earlier move, Brazil's Planning Minister revealed

on May 9 that the two countries are in talks to build a

railway connecting the USD 1.3 billion Chancay port in

Peru to Brazilian regions, with Chinese representatives

showing strong interest in helping Brazil develop its

railway infrastructure. Xi attended the deepwater

port's inauguration in November, highlighting its

strategic importance as Beijing's largest investment in

South America and a project promising to cut maritime

trade distance to China by at least 10,000 kilometers.

[Reuters 2] [Reuters 3 ]

During Lula’s recent meeting with Russian President

Vladimir Putin on May 9, he offered cooperation in

multiple areas, including nuclear energy, defense and

space. He denounced the tariffs imposed by the US

and said they “undermine the great idea of free trade

and strengthening multilateralism”, a sentiment that

aligns with Xi’s recent rhetoric. [Reuters 4] [The

Moscow Times]

Lula’s and Xi’s third meeting since 2023 reflects a

deepening relationship with Brazil and China, its

biggest trading partner. Xi and Lula are scheduled to

meet again in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil at the BRICS

summit in July.

Lula’s state visit also included a gathering of leaders of

Latin American and Caribbean nations at the China-

Community of Latin American and Caribbean States

Forum, held in May 13 in Beijing, as Beijing seeks to

strengthen ties with a region traditionally considered

under US influence. 

At a summit Beijing announced a USD 9.2 billion credit

line for Latin American and Caribbean countries—
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exclusively in Chinese yuan. The move aims to boost

the international use of the yuan and deepen China’s

influence in the region. Xi addressing the China-CELAC

Forum, emphasized the historical ties between China

and the region, describing the partnership as a “great,

sturdy tree.”

Xi highlighted China’s growing economic ties in Latin

America, noting that two-thirds of countries in the

region have joined the Belt and Road Initiative and that

China has become the top trading partner for nations

like Brazil, Peru, and Chile. In a veiled critique of the

U.S., Xi reiterated warnings against trade wars, stating

that “bullying and hegemony will only lead to self-

isolation.” [DW]

Ahead of the forum, Chinese Foreign Minister, held

bilateral meetings on May 12 with Colombian,

Guyanese, Venezuelan and Peruvian counterparts as

well as the Advisor to the Nicaraguan President on

Investment, Trade and International Cooperation.

According to the readouts of the Chinese foreign

ministry, the sessions read from the same script:

reaffirm the One-China principle, welcome more

Chinese investment, decry unilateral tariffs and back

Beijing’s Global South initiatives. In addition, all five

countries will receive visa-free access to China, and

Beijing restored duty-free quotas on select agricultural

imports. [Ministry of Foreign Affairs 1] [Ministry of

Foreign Affairs 2] [Ministry of Foreign Affairs 3]

[Ministry of Foreign Affairs 4]

Chinese warship arrives in Cambodia for

joint military exercise

(dql) China has dispatched a multi-functional Type-071

vessel to Ream Naval Base in Preah Sihanouk province

for the annual Cambodia-China joint military exercise,

Golden Dragon 2025.

The vessel will support the seventh edition of the

exercise of the Royal Cambodian Armed Forces and

the People’s Liberation Army, held from May 14 to 28

in Kampong Chhnang and Preah Sihanouk provinces.

Activities will focus on disaster response, humanitarian

assistance, and counter-terrorism under the UN

framework. They will more than 1,300 Cambodian and

nearly 850 Chinese personnel, supported by advanced

military assets including warships, helicopters, drones,

robots, and various weapons systems. [Khmer Times]

The Ream Naval Base has come under international

scrutiny due to concerns over China's growing military
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presence and influence at the facility. Since 2020,

China has financed major upgrades at the base,

including the construction of a new pier capable of

accommodating large vessels such as aircraft carriers,

and a dry dock facility. In April, Cambodia and China

inaugurated a joint logistics and training center at the

base, aimed at supporting operations like counter-

terrorism, disaster response, and humanitarian

missions.

Cambodia, India to deepen legal

cooperation

(dql) During a meeting between Cambodian Deputy

Prime Minister and Minister of Justice Koeut Rith and

Indian Ambassador Vanlalvawna Bawitlung on May 7,

Cambodia and India agreed to deepen their legal

cooperation as part of efforts to advance a more

strategic bilateral partnership.

Key topics included the development of a bilateral

treaty on mutual legal assistance in criminal matters

and a draft extradition treaty, aimed at enhancing the

legal framework for more effective judicial

cooperation. [Khmer Times]

Cambodian and Lao Supreme Courts sign

MoU on judicial cooperation

(gm) The Cambodian Supreme Court and the Lao

Supreme Court signed a Memorandum of

Understanding (MoU) on judicial cooperation on May

6. Under this agreement, both sides will promote

judicial professionalism through visits and knowledge

exchanges, as well as enhance their collaboration in

addressing transnational crimes such as human

trafficking, drug trafficking, and cybercrime.

The MoU also includes cooperation in resolving cross-

border civil disputes and strengthening engagement in

international forums. [Khmer Times] [Xinhua]

Cambodia and South Korea strengthen

cooperation on water supply and green

industry

(gm) Cambodia’s Minister of Industry, Science,

Technology, and Innovation (MISTI), Hem Vanndy, and

South Korea’s Minister of Environment, Wansup Kim,
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met in Phnom Penh on May 6 to reaffirm their

commitment to deepening bilateral cooperation. The

focus of the meeting was advancing Cambodia’s water

supply infrastructure and promoting green industry

development. [Khmer Times]

Kim outlined South Korea’s plans to increase

investment in Cambodia, with an emphasis on clean

water supply and environmental sustainability. The

initiative will support the goals of Cambodia’s

Pentagonal Strategy, a development framework

focusing on economic growth, human development,

environmental sustainability, governance, and regional

cooperation.

South Korea’s involvement in Cambodia’s water sector

is part of a longstanding partnership, with the country

providing technical assistance, grant funding, and

capacity building for clean water infrastructure. [B2B

CAMBODIA]

In addition to this initiative, Cambodia is advancing the

USD 90 million water treatment system in Takhmao

city, scheduled for completion by 2027. This project,

funded by South Korea through a concessional loan

and Cambodia’s budget, aims to reduce flooding and

improve water quality for over 10,000 households.

[Kiripost]

Cambodia and US reaffirm ties ahead of

trade talks

(gm) On May 6, Eat Sophea, Permanent Secretary of

State at Cambodia’s Ministry of Foreign Affairs and

International Cooperation, met with a delegation led

by Reva Price, Chair of the US-China Economic and

Security Review Commission, to review bilateral

relations ahead of trade talks in Washington, D.C.

The meeting highlighted progress in Cambodia–US

cooperation in education, healthcare, demining, and

defense. Both sides also discussed ongoing economic

challenges, with Cambodia emphasizing the

importance of US support for socio-economic

development and the need to resolve tariff issues and

expand market access for Cambodian goods. [Khmer

Times]

India and Pakistan agree on ceasefire

following military escalations
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(kb/za) India and Pakistan agreed to a “full and

immediate” ceasefire on May 10 after nearly three

weeks of escalating military confrontation, triggered by

the April 22 terrorist attack in Pahalgam, Indian-

administered Kashmir, which left 26 people dead.

The ceasefire was announced after intense diplomatic

engagement involving more than 30 countries, most

notably the United States, but also China, the United

Kingdom, Saudi Arabia, and others. Direct

communication between the two countries’ national

security advisers also played a key role. [BBC 1] [The

Indian Express 1] [The Indian Express 2]

U.S. President Donald Trump later claimed credit for

brokering the agreement and praised both Indian

Prime Minister Narendra Modi and Pakistan’s

leadership for choosing dialogue over further

confrontation. However, conflicting accounts have

emerged regarding the extent of external mediation.

While Islamabad publicly acknowledged U.S.

involvement, New Delhi downplayed it, stating the

truce was arranged directly between the two

neighbors. [The Times of India] [CNN]

Despite the ceasefire, both sides traded accusations of

violations within hours. India accused Pakistan of

“repeated violations,” while Pakistan insisted it

remained committed to the ceasefire, claiming its

forces were acting with “responsibility and restraint.”

Nonetheless, despite these initial tensions, the

ceasefire has largely held, as of the time of writing on

May 13. [BBC 2] [Reuters]

On May 12, India and Pakistan’s Directors-General of

Military Operations (DGMO) held talks over the

established hotline, agreeing to consider immediate

measures for troop reduction along the borders. The

discussion reaffirmed commitments to avoid hostile

actions and maintain a peaceful stance, although the

practical details of troop reductions remain to be

worked out. [The Hindu] [mint]

‘Operation Sindoor’ and Escalation Before the Ceasefire

Prior to the ceasefire, India launched a major military

operation codenamed "Operation Sindoor" on May 7,

carrying out 24 coordinated airstrikes on nine locations

in Pakistan and Pakistan-administered Kashmir. Indian

officials described the strikes as precise and non-

escalatory, specifically targeting infrastructure linked

to Lashkar-e-Taiba (LeT) and Jaish-e-Mohammed (JeM)

—two Pakistan-based militant groups responsible for

major attacks on Indian soil, including the 2008

Mumbai attacks (LeT) and the 2019 Pulwama suicide

bombing (JeM). Both groups are designated as terrorist
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organizations by India, the United States, and the

United Nations. [The Times] [Al Jazeera 1]

Indian strikes reportedly killed over 100 militants,

including senior commanders linked to the 1999 IC-814

hijacking—an incident in which Indian Airlines flight IC-

814 was hijacked and flown to Kandahar, Afghanistan,

leading to the release of high-profile terrorists,

including JeM founder Masood Azhar. [The Indian

Express 1] [The Indian Express 2]

Against this backdrop, Indian Defense Minister Rajnath

Singh stated on May 11 that the terrorists responsible

for the Pahalgam attack “had now been brought to

justice.”

Pakistan, however, condemned the strikes as an “act of

war,” reporting at least 31 civilian deaths and 46

injuries, including women and children. [Al Jazeera 2]

[DAWN 1] [DAWN 2]

Notably, India’s air force appears to have lost at least

two fighter jets, including one of its most advanced

models, during attacks Wednesday morning on sites in

Pakistan and Pakistani-administered Kashmir.

Islamabad said on the same it had downed five Indian

warplanes. [The Washington Post]

On May 10, then, the Pakistani military launched an

“eye for eye” retaliation operation against India shortly

after New Delhi admitted that it had attacked at least

of Pakistani military air bases – including one targeting

a base close to the capital, Islamabad – to which

Pakistan responded with its own strikes on India’s

bases. [France24]

India and United Kingdom sign landmark

free trade deal

(lm) India and the United Kingdom have agreed on a

comprehensive trade deal that aims to boost bilateral

trade significantly. The agreement, which took three

years to finalize, will reduce tariffs on key products like

British whisky, cars, and medical devices, while

lowering duties on Indian exports such as clothing and

seafood. The deal is expected to increase UK-India

trade by GBP 25.5 billion (approximately USD 34.1

billion) annually by 2040.

UK businesses will benefit from reduced tariffs,

especially on high-value cars and whisky. Indian goods,

including textiles and food products, will also see lower

tariffs, giving UK consumers access to cheaper imports.

The deal also facilitates UK firms' access to India's
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growing market, with expanded opportunities in

government contracts and investment.

In addition to trade, the agreement includes provisions

on services, customs, anti-corruption measures, and

labor standards. However, it does not address financial

services or legal services, which remain excluded from

the deal. One key aspect is the exemption of Indian

workers temporarily transferred to the UK from paying

national insurance, a move that has sparked

controversy.

India and the UK both see this deal as a significant step

forward. Indian Prime Minister Modi described it as a

catalyst for economic growth, while UK Prime Minister

Starmer emphasized its importance for post-Brexit

trade relations. The agreement is part of India’s

broader goal to boost exports by USD 1 trillion by 2030

and reflects the UK’s strategy to strengthen its global

trade network after leaving the EU. [BBC] [CNN] [The

Guardian]

India defers USD 50 million T-bill

repayment again to support Maldivian

economy

(lm) India has once again deferred the repayment of a

USD 50 million tranche of Treasury bills purchased by

the State Bank of India (SBI) from the Maldivian

government, originally due this month. This marks the

second postponement of the repayment, which is part

of a USD 200 million facility arranged in 2019 under

former President Ibrahim Mohamed Solih’s

administration.

Of the total facility, USD 150 million was provided as T-

bills and USD 50 million as a direct grant. The

Maldivian government repaid the first USD 50 million

installment in January 2023, but the second payment,

due in May 2023, was deferred for one year at the

Maldives’ request. India had earlier deferred the third

USD 50 million repayment from September 2024 to

September 2025.

Amid ongoing financial difficulties, India continues to

provide substantial support to the Maldives, including

a USD 400 million currency swap facility and INR 30

billion (USD 360 million) to stabilize the country’s

reserves. [avas]
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Indonesia, Japan discuss US tariffs,

deepen green energy ties

(mo) Indonesian Finance Minister Sri Mulyani Indrawati

and her Japanese counterpart Katsunobu Kato met in

Milan on May 5 to discuss the implications of the U.S.

tariff policy, particularly on global industries such as

automotive and electronics.

On the sidelines of the ASEAN+3 Finance Ministers’ and

Central Bank Governors’ Meeting, Sri Mulyani noted

that Indonesia received a positive response from

Washington for proactively engaging in tariff

negotiations and has prepared a comprehensive policy

package addressing tariff and non-tariff issues,

including the U.S. trade deficit.

Sri Mulyani reiterated Indonesia’s neutral stance amid

U.S.-China trade tensions, calling it a respected

position that strengthens the country’s bargaining

power. She expressed confidence that Indonesia’s

stable economic performance provides the resilience

needed to manage global uncertainty.

Indonesia and the U.S. have signed a non-disclosure

agreement, launching technical discussions expected

to begin within two weeks. This follows the U.S.

administration’s decision to impose a 32 percent tariff

on Indonesia, though a 90-day implementation pause

—excluding China—was announced on April 9, with

Indonesia among the countries granted the reprieve.

[Antara 1]

Meanwhile, on May 6, government-owned Japan Bank

for International Cooperation (JBIC) and Indonesian

geothermal energy company PT Supreme Energy

Muara Laboh signed an agreement on the construction

of the USD 499 million Muara Laboh Unit 2 Geothermal

Power Plant in West Sumatra, scheduled to commence

commercial operations in 2027 and followed by a

planned Unit 3 expansion by 2033, with the total

projected capacity of 88 megawatts.

The agreement reflects the latest efforts to strengthen

bilateral economic cooperation and green energy

partnership. This agreement is part of the 175 MoUs

signed between Indonesia and Japan under the Asia

Zero Emission Community (AZEC) framework, a Japan-

led regional initiative aimed at promoting

decarbonization and energy transition in Asia while

supporting sustainable economic growth. [Antara 2]

[Tempo]
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Indonesia, Norway reaffirm support for

reform and modernization of UN

(mo) Indonesia’s Vice Foreign Minister Arrmanatha

Nasir and Norway’s State Secretary for Foreign Affairs

Andreas Motzfeldt Kravik met on May 7 in Jakarta.

During the meeting, both ministers reaffirmed their

commitment to multilateralism and strengthening the

United Nations system. The meeting also announced

their shared support for the UN80 Initiative launched

by Secretary-General António Guterres in March to

commemorate the UN's 80th anniversary.

In their joint statement, both parties agreed on the

urgent need for cross-regional backing for an

ambitious UN and multilateral system reform. [Ministry

of Foreign Affairs, Indonesia] [Government, Norway]

[Antara] 

The UN 80 initiative aims to modernize the

organization, enhance its efficiency, and ensure its

continued relevance in addressing contemporary

global challenges.

Indonesia, Saudi Arabia deepen science

and technology cooperation

(mo) On May 6, during a meeting in Jakarta between

Indonesia’s Higher Education, Science, and Technology

Minister Brian Yuliarto and Saudi Ambassador Faisal

Abdullah H. Amodi, Indonesia and Saudi Arabia

reaffirmed their commitment to bolstering

collaboration in science, technology, artificial

intelligence (AI), and higher education. The discussion

focused on expanding joint research initiatives,

student exchange programs, and the development of

joint and double degree doctoral programs. [Antara]

US military and Japan’s Okinawa

prefecture host first safety forum

following sexual assault incidents

(ad) U.S. military officials and Okinawa authorities held

their first meeting on May 9 under a new initiative—the

Okinawa Community Partnership Forum—to discuss

safety cooperation following recent sexual assault

allegations involving U.S. service members.

The closed-door meeting focused on existing

preventive efforts and plans to expand joint

community patrols, like one previously conducted in

https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-shtykg-l-idd/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-shtykg-l-idd/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-shtykg-l-idh/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-shtykg-l-idk/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-shtykg-l-idu/


the city of Okinawa, to other areas of the prefecture.

Specific assault cases were not discussed.

The forum was launched in response to growing local

concern after incidents reported in June last year.

Okinawa, which hosts the majority of U.S. military

bases in Japan, has long experienced opposition due to

noise, environmental issues, and crimes linked to U.S.

troops (AiR No.18, May/2025, 1). [Kyodo News]

Japanese foreign minister calls on Isreal

to international humanitarian law in talks

with Israeli counterpart

(dql) On May 13, Japanese Foreign Minister Iwaya

Takeshi met with Israeli Foreign Minister Gideon Sa’ar,

who was visiting Japan in connection with Expo 2025

Osaka, Kansai.

Iwaya expressed hope that Sa’ar’s visit would deepen

mutual understanding between the two nations, while

Minister Sa’ar emphasized his desire to further

advance bilateral relations.

Regarding the Gaza situation, Iwaya strongly

condemned terrorist attacks by Hamas but also voiced

deep concern over the worsening humanitarian crisis

and high civilian casualties resulting from resumed

military operations. He urged all parties, including

Israel, to return to negotiations, respect international

humanitarian law, protect civilians, and ensure

humanitarian assistance. He also reaffirmed Japan’s

support for a two-state solution. Iwaya also warned

against further escalation and stressed the need for

restraint and peaceful dialogue.

Sa’ar presented Israel’s perspective, maintaining that

both Israel and Japan sought peace, security, and

stability, while stressing that Hamas’s presence

impeded that aim. He reiterated Israel’s support for

the U.S.-led initiative to allocate aid to the people of

Gaza, while not allowing it to fall into Hamas’s hands.

He urged the international community to support

those efforts.

Both ministers agreed to continue discussions on

bilateral, regional, and international issues through

existing consultative frameworks and engagements at

all levels, with a focus on mid- to long-term

cooperation. [Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Japan] [JNS]
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Laos, Switzerland agree to further

advance hydropower development

(dql) Laos and Switzerland pledged continued

commitment to safer hydropower development at the

Steering Committee meeting of the Dam Safety

Technical and Institutional Assistance (DSTIA) project,

held on 8 May in Vientiane. Co-chaired by Bouathep

Malaykham of Laos's Ministry of Energy and Mines and

Björn Schranz of the Swiss Agency for Development

and Cooperation, the meeting reviewed 2024

achievements and endorsed the 2025 work plan.

Launched in 2022 with CHF 5.36 million (USD 6.4

million) in Swiss funding and implemented by Helvetas

Laos, the DSTIA project has supported the

enforcement of the 2022 Dam Safety Law, capacity

building, and improved safety systems. In February,

Laos’s first Dam Engineering Course was launched at

the National University of Laos.

The initiative links Lao institutions with Swiss expertise

to promote sustainable dam safety, benefiting over 1.5

million people downstream. The 2025 plan focuses on

enhanced safety protocols, professional training, and

institutional reform. The committee also adopted

recommendations on cross-sector collaboration, local

capacity building, and data transparency. [The Laotian

Times]

Malaysia and Indonesia boost legal ties

(tl) Malaysia and Indonesia have reaffirmed their

commitment to regional legal cooperation during an

official meeting between Malaysian Law Minister

Azalina Othman Said and her Indonesian counterpart,

Supratman Andi Agtas, in Jakarta. The visit focused on

strengthening legal certainty and promoting ASEAN as

a trusted hub for dispute resolution.

The ministers discussed collaborative initiatives

including commercial arbitration, mediation, online

safety, anti-corruption laws, and business law reforms.

The meeting also underscored Malaysia’s broader aim

to build a resilient and future-oriented legal framework

that reflects ASEAN’s shared values and supports long-

term economic and legal stability. The upcoming

ASEAN Law Forum, to hosted by Malaysia and backed

by ASEAN member states and Japan, will serve as a

digital platform for the ASEAN Senior Law Officials

Meeting (ASLOM) to deepen legal dialogue across key

issues like cybercrime, cross-border insolvency, and

commercial law.
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Malaysia and Indonesia maintain strong economic

relations, with bilateral trade reaching USD 25.5 billion

in 2024 and ongoing efforts to enhance investment

cooperation. [Malay Mail]

Malaysia and South Korea discuss free

trade agreement 

(tl) South Korea and Malaysia kicked off the ninth

round of negotiations for a bilateral Free Trade

Agreement (FTA) in Kuala Lumpur on May 13, aiming to

enhance trade and deepen economic cooperation.

The three-day discussions this week focus on multiple

areas, including goods, services market access, rules of

origin, and economic cooperation.

The talks resumed in March 2024 after a five-year

pause, as both nations sought a tailored agreement

beyond the existing FTA with the Association of

Southeast Asian Nations (Asean). [Malay Mail] [The

Korea Post]

Malaysia, Bahrain strengthen ties in

trade, digital economy and green tech

(tl) Malaysia and Bahrain are seeking to deepen

economic cooperation, with renewed focus on trade,

investment, the digital economy, and green

technology. This followed a meeting between the

Minister of Investment, Trade and Industry (MITI),

Tengku Zafrul Abdul Aziz and Bahrain’s key ministers,

including the Minister of Sustainable Development and

the Minister of Industry and Commerce.

In 2024, bilateral trade reached USD 250 million, with

Bahrain being Malaysia’s ninth-largest trading partner

in West Asia and Malaysia ranking third among

Bahrain’s ASEAN partners. [Malay Mail]

Japan to provide Maldives two harbor

crafts to strengthen Coast Guard's

operational capacity

(lm) The Maldives and Japan signed an agreement on

May 7 for the provision of two harbor crafts to the

Maldives National Defence Force (MNDF) Coast Guard.

The assistance, valued at roughly USD 2.8 million, is

part of Japan’s Economic and Social Development
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Programme. Tokyo also recently decided to appoint a

Defence Attaché to the Maldives, marking an

important step in strengthening bilateral defence and

security cooperation. [the edition]

India plans trial import of Mongolian

coking coal to diversify supply sources

(fs) India’s state-owned Steel Authority of India Ltd

(SAIL) plans to import a trial cargo of 1 metric ton of

coking coal from Mongolia this month, with the aim of

assessing quality and potentially diversifying away

from its heavy reliance on Australian coal. If the trial

proves successful, SAIL may proceed with a larger

shipment of 75,000 metric tons from Mongolia.

India, the world’s second-largest crude steel producer,

imports around 85 percent of its coking coal needs,

over half of which come from Australia. To mitigate

risks from supply disruptions, Indian steelmakers are

exploring alternative sources in countries such as

Mongolia, Mozambique, Russia, the U.S., Canada, and

Indonesia.

Despite Mongolia’s significant coal reserves and

competitive pricing, its landlocked geography and

limited transport infrastructure remain key challenges.

[Reuters]

Mongolia to ratify pension agreement

with Kazakhstan

(fs) Mongolia’s Minister of Family, Labor, and Social

Protection Enkh-Amgalan Luvsantseren has submitted

a draft law to the State Great Khural (Parliament) to

ratify an intergovernmental pension agreement with

Kazakhstan.

The proposed agreement aims to allow citizens of both

countries to qualify for pensions by combining their

employment periods and social insurance

contributions made in either Mongolia or Kazakhstan.

As of 2023, over 3,100 Mongolian citizens are working

in Kazakhstan, while more than 560 Kazakhstani

citizens reside in Mongolia. [Montsame]

This is the second pension agreement Mongolia has

negotiated in 2025, after signing one with Austria in

March (see AiR No. 11, March/2025, 3).
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Mongolia, South Korea to launch

injectable drug factory

(fs) A new injectable pharmaceutical factory, MDM

Ampoule Pharm, has officially commenced operations

in Mongolia with a joint investment of USD 9 million

from Mongolian and South Korean partners.

The project was implemented by Mongolia’s Mönkhin

Tun LLC, Mongol Em Impex Concern and South Korea’s

Dongu Bio&Pharm, with financial backing from the

European Bank for Reconstruction and Development.

The factory aims to reduce Mongolia’s annual USD 5.1

million expenditure on injectable drug imports, which

are part of the country’s USD 30 million total

pharmaceutical imports. It is expected to produce 25-

40 million units annually across more than 20 types of

injectable drugs, meeting both Mongolian and South

Korean standards.

Initially, it will replace 30 percent of current imports,

increasing to 50 percent in the future. The medicines

will be offered at 15-20 percent below market prices.

The facility is designed with a focus on environmental

sustainability, achieving 30-40 percent water and

steam reuse and 3-5 percent energy savings.

[Bloomberg TV]

Mongolia, Canada to strengthen

cooperation on disaster response and

wildfire prevention

(fs) Deputy Director and Chief of Staff of Mongolia’s

National Emergency Management Agency (NEMA)

Colonel Ganzorig Tsogtbaatar met with Canadian

Ambassador to Mongolia Sandra Choufani on May 8 to

discuss bilateral cooperation in disaster management.

During the meeting, the two officials exchanged views

on enhancing collaboration between the emergency

response sectors of both countries. They agreed to

focus efforts on improving rescue operations related

to micro-mining activities, with particular attention to

ensuring the safety of residents in mining regions.

In addition, both sides committed to strengthening

cooperation in forest fire suppression and wildfire

prevention. [Akipress]
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Mongolia, Hungary discuss expanding

cooperation in infrastructure

(fs) Ulaanbaatar Mayor and Governor of the Capital

City Khishgeegiin Nyambaatar held an official meeting

with Budapest Mayor Gergely Karácsony on May 9.

The two city leaders exchanged views on strengthening

cooperation in social and economic sectors and

expressed interest in expanding collaboration across

multiple fields.

Nyambaatar introduced Ulaanbaatar’s 2025-2028

infrastructure development plan, which includes 24

major projects, and invited Budapest’s participation,

particularly in metro, road construction, flood

drainage, and water purification initiatives.

Karácsony noted growing Hungarian interest in

Mongolian culture and proposed enhanced

collaboration in tourism and cultural exchange.

Both sides agreed to deepen cooperation on

environmentally friendly water and wastewater

solutions, and Budapest will send engineers and

technical experts to Ulaanbaatar with support from the

Hungarian Embassy. [News.mn]

Mongolia, Russia reaffirm strategic

partnership

(fs) Mongolian President Ukhnaagiin Khurelsukh met

with Russian President Vladimir Putin for bilateral talks

during his last week’s visit to Moscow for the 80th

anniversary of the end of the Second World War.

The two leaders exchanged views on strengthening

cooperation in trade, energy, agriculture, logistics,

tourism, environment, and humanitarian sectors, and

reaffirmed their commitment to advancing bilateral

relations under the principles of a comprehensive

strategic partnership. [Ministry of Foreign Affairs,

Mongolia]

Russian President Vladimir Putin highlighted that trade

turnover between Russia and Mongolia grew by over

25 percent in the first two months of this year,

following a 17.5 percent increase in 2024.

He underscored the comprehensive strategic

partnership between the two countries as a priority in

Russia’s foreign policy. He also highlighted active

political dialogue, regular meetings between heads of

government, foreign ministry consultations, and
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ongoing cooperation in defense, security,

parliamentary relations, culture, and education. [Sonin]

Mongolia, Turkey discuss light industry

cooperation

(fs) Economic Policy Advisor to the President of

Mongolia Davaadalai Batsuuri met with professors

from the Leather Engineering Department of Ege

University, Turkey, to discuss potential collaboration

under the White Gold Initiative.

Both parties highlighted the potential for cooperation

in developing Mongolia’s light industry sector, with

support from the Scientific and Technological Research

Council of Turkey (TÜBİTAK).

Discussions included offering scholarships for

Mongolian students, conducting short-term training

programs, enhancing raw material quality, and

introducing environmentally friendly processing

technologies. [Montsame]

The White Gold Initiative in Mongolia is a strategic

effort aimed at enhancing the country's livestock-

based industries for sustainable development. It

focuses on boosting the processing of raw materials

like wool, cashmere, and leather.

China's earthquake aid fails to quell

Myanmar anger over support for military

regime

(nf) Though China is spearheading the rescue

operations in Myanmar, anti-Beijing resentment is

strong since it persisted in supporting the military

junta. Chinese representative Ma Jia asserted that

China was the first to offer assistance, with the highest

number of rescue workers and materials. But Beijing

also ensured that it assisted the junta in the endeavors

to restore administrative operations, so there are

doubts regarding China's intention.

The public acclaim was short-lived, giving way to

outrage after the Myanmar National Democratic

Alliance Army's (MNDAA) pullout from Lashio, a key city

near the Chinese border. The withdrawal, seen as a

major blow to the resistance, followed China heaping

pressure, including severing supplies, arresting one

MNDAA leader, and negotiating a ceasefire. The

handover of the city to junta forces under the
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supervision of a Chinese envoy gave rise to accusations

of Chinese interference.

Most in Myanmar perceive that Beijing is motivated by

strategic interests, above all safeguarding trade routes

and Belt and Road projects. China's ongoing arms sales

to the junta and silence in the face of lethal airstrikes

have also fueled popular outrage. [Irrawaddy News]

Chinese mining company accused of

forcing evictions in Myanmar village

(nf) The residents of Yamon Village in Tanintharyi

Region's Kyunsu Township are under forced eviction by

the Chinese-owned Golden Sea Company, which is

offering only MMK 500,000 (USD 240)—well below

market rate—for their homes to make way for an

expansion of its lead mining operations.

The villagers indicate they are threatened with having

their homes demolished if they refuse the offer and

have condemned the company's action as intimidation.

Despite a relocation deadline in late April 2025, there

are still approximately 30 occupied homes, even

though nothing has been done yet.

The company's local manager is reported to have close

ties to junta troops and the Pyu Saw Htee militia, which

villagers claim is making it easier for them to carry out

the forced evictions. [Burmese News International]

Ties between Myanmar and Russia

deepen

(dql) Ties between Myanmar’s military regime and

Russia have deepened, with junta leader Min Aung

Hlaing attending Russia’s Victory Day parade in

Moscow last week at the invitation of President

Vladimir Putin. This marked his second visit to Russia

this year and follows his first official reception at the

Kremlin in March. Analysts see these visits as attempts

by Min Aung Hlaing to gain international recognition

amid widespread condemnation of his 2021 coup.

Myanmar and Russia share longstanding military ties,

with Moscow supplying arms and training. Since the

coup, Russia has bolstered its support, describing the

Myanmar military as a guarantor of national unity.

Alongside China, Russia has shielded the junta from

international action at the UN Security Council. [The

Irrawaddy]
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In parallel, Myanmar’s Defense Minister met Russia’s

Deputy Defense Minister to discuss ways to expand

cooperation in defense technology, security, and

military training. [The Nation]

Russia’s use of North Korean M-1991

rocket system in Ukraine confirmed

(dql) Ukrainian Vodohrai online magazine has

published footage showing North Korea’s M-1991 240

mm multiple launch rocket system (MLRS) being used

by Russian forces in Ukraine. This marks the first

publicly documented deployment of North Korean

artillery on Ukrainian soil, confirming Moscow’s

deepening military cooperation with Pyongyang in the

war.

Photographic evidence shows at least one M-1991

launcher upgraded with improvised armor to protect

against counter-battery fire and drone strikes,

reflecting Russia’s efforts to adapt aging systems for

ongoing frontline use. Notably, the vehicle bears the

insignia of the Sever Joint Grouping of Forces, a unit of

Russia’s Leningrad Military District, indicating that

these foreign systems are being integrated into formal

military structures rather than limited to proxy units.

Despite its age, the M-1991 remains capable of

delivering heavy firepower, with salvos capable of

saturating up to half a square kilometer. [Defense

Express] [Defence Blog]

The release of the footage came shortly before Russian

President Vladimir Putin met with a North Korean

military delegation during a Victory Day parade in

Moscow on May 9, marking the 80th anniversary of the

Soviet Union's World War II victory. North Korean

troops reportedly deployed to Russia in 2024 have

allegedly participated in combat operations against

Ukrainian forces in regions such as Kursk.

Following his commemorative speech and review of

the parade, Putin personally welcomed the five-

member North Korean delegation. Among those were

Kim Yong-bok, deputy chief of the Korean People’s

Army (KPA) General Staff; Shin Geum-cheol, director of

the KPA General Staff’s Operations Bureau, and Ri

Chang-ho, head of the Reconnaissance General

Bureau.

Interestingly, Kim, Shin and Ri are targeted by

sanctions by South Korea, the U.S., and the European

Union for their roles in North Korea’s military support

to Russia. [Korea JoongAng Daily]
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On the same day, North Korean leader Kim Jong Un

visited the Russian Embassy in Pyongyang to reaffirm

the “invincible alliance” between North Korea and

Russia, pledging to strengthen bilateral ties based on

shared ideology and “countless and indelible chapters

of friendship and solidarity over the past more than 80

years.” [KCNA] [Reuters]

North Korea and Belarus resume

economic talks after 19-year hiatus

(kp) North Korea and Belarus held intergovernmental

economic talks in Pyongyang on May 7, signaling

renewed interest in bilateral trade and cooperation

after nearly two decades. According to state-run

Korean Central News Agency (KCNA), the third meeting

of the intergovernmental joint committee for trade and

economic cooperation took place Wednesday, marking

the first such gathering since 2006. [KCNA]

The Belarusian delegation, led by Deputy Prime

Minister Yuri Shuleiko, arrived in Pyongyang on May 6.

During the visit, North Korea’s Vice Premier Jong

Myong-su hosted a banquet and expressed optimism

that the talks would lead to “vibrant” cooperation and

exchanges between the two nations.

Shuleiko, in turn, voiced his commitment to enhancing

bilateral ties, saying the two sides would continue

working together to promote the welfare of their

peoples.

The discussions covered sector-specific areas of

cooperation as both sides worked to finalize a bilateral

protocol. Previous joint committee meetings were held

in Minsk in June 2006 and Pyongyang in June 1995.

North Korea’s renewed engagement with Belarus

comes amid deepening ties between both countries

and Russia, especially as Belarus has expressed

support for Russia’s war in Ukraine. South Korea’s

unification ministry noted that Pyongyang is likely

turning to Belarus as one of its few remaining partners

for economic collaboration under the weight of

ongoing international sanctions.

The two countries have a history of limited trade,

including the exchange of agricultural and livestock

breeds and Belarusian tractors. A high-level diplomatic

meeting between North Korea and Belarus also took

place in Pyongyang in July 2024, indicating a trend of

growing political and possibly military alignment.

[Yonhap News Agency]
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Pakistan and US pledge to strengthen

economic ties during high-level trade

talks in Islamabad

(lm) Pakistan and the United States have reaffirmed

their commitment to deepening economic relations

following high-level talks in Islamabad on May 6. A

delegation from the US Chamber of Commerce and

the US-Pakistan Business Council (USPBC) met with

Commerce Minister Jam Kamal Khan to discuss

enhancing bilateral trade and investment.

Pakistan, which values the US as its largest export

market, highlighted the 90-day pause in reciprocal

tariffs as a key opportunity for progress. Pakistan's

exports to the US totaled USD 5.1 billion in 2024, while

US exports to Pakistan were USD 2.1 billion. Both

countries are also focusing on agricultural cooperation,

particularly US soybean exports to Pakistan and

potential collaboration in the cotton sector to support

Pakistan’s textile industry.

Following the talks, the US delegation also met with

Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif, who emphasized

Pakistan’s readiness for investment, particularly in the

IT sector. Sharif expressed hope that a mutually

beneficial solution would be found regarding the tariff

issue. [Arab News]

Pakistan’s Senate Chairman visits Moscow

to explore new avenues for collaboration

(lm) Pakistan’s Senate Chairman, Yusuf Raza Gilani,

arrived in Moscow on May 11 to explore new avenues

for collaboration between Pakistan and Russia. The

visit follows years of increasing dialogue and trade

between the two countries, particularly since 2023,

when Pakistan began purchasing discounted Russian

crude oil and liquefied petroleum gas due to sanctions

on Russia resulting from the war in Ukraine.

During his visit, Gilani will hold high-level meetings,

focusing on enhancing parliamentary exchanges and

boosting trade and economic cooperation. Key sectors

for collaboration include energy, regional connectivity,

and security. The two countries have previously

discussed oil and gas offshore exploration, and Russia

has expressed interest in helping modernize Pakistan’s

state-owned steel mill. [Arab News]
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Pakistan emphasizes need for continued

engagement with Afghanistan

(lm) Pakistan's Special Representative to Afghanistan

emphasized the importance of maintaining ongoing

engagement with Afghanistan to better manage the

western border, particularly in light of rising tensions

with India and the increasing militancy on both

borders. Pakistan has been grappling with insurgencies

in its western regions, particularly following the

Tehreek-e-Taliban Pakistan (TTP)'s resumption of

hostilities in late 2022. The government has frequently

accused militant groups of using Afghan soil to launch

cross-border attacks, although the Afghan Taliban

denies these allegations.

In recent weeks, Pakistan’s army reported killing over

70 militants attempting to cross into Pakistan from

Afghanistan. These developments come amid

escalating tensions with India, especially following an

attack in Indian-administered Kashmir in April 2025

that killed 26 tourists. Pakistani officials suggested that

India may be attempting to divert Pakistan's attention

from the western border by blaming it for the attack.

The Pakistani envoy stressed that continued

engagement with Afghanistan is crucial for security,

particularly regarding preventing smuggling and

promoting trade. Pakistan implemented a one-

document regime in January 2023, which requires

Afghan nationals to present a valid passport and visa

for entry into Pakistan, aiming to regulate travel and

improve border security.

Defense analysts have expressed concerns about the

simultaneous pressure on both the eastern and

western borders, warning that escalating tensions with

India could dilute Pakistan’s focus on combating

militancy in the northwest and Balochistan, where

separatist movements have also intensified. Experts

are concerned that any direct conflict with India could

undermine Pakistan's ability to effectively fight

domestic insurgencies. [Arab News]

Pakistan and Saudi Arabia agree to

strengthen bilateral ties

(lm) Pakistan and Saudi Arabia have reaffirmed their

commitment to strengthening their bilateral ties, with

discussions focusing on expanding cooperation across

various sectors. This follows a meeting on May 12,

between the Saudi ambassador to Islamabad and

Pakistan’s Deputy Prime Minister and Foreign Minister
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Ishaq Dar. The meeting followed the announcement of

a ceasefire between India and Pakistan, a development

in which Saudi Arabia played a notable role, helping

resolve a nearly three-week escalation of hostilities

between the two nuclear-armed neighbors.

During the talks, both sides emphasized their mutual

commitment to enhancing diplomatic, economic, and

strategic relations. Saudi Arabia has consistently

supported Pakistan in addressing its economic

challenges, particularly through external financing and

assistance with Pakistan's IMF loan programs. In 2024,

the two nations signed 34 agreements worth USD 2.8

billion, further solidifying their partnership.

Additionally, Saudi Arabia is home to over 2.7 million

Pakistani expatriates, contributing significantly to

Pakistan’s remittances. [Arab News 1]

Beyond diplomatic and economic collaboration,

Pakistan and Saudi Arabia have agreed to intensify

their efforts in addressing the growing problem of

narcotics trafficking. This decision was made during a

meeting on May 6, where both sides discussed the

importance of increased international cooperation in

combating the global issue of drug trafficking.

Pakistan continues to grapple with significant drug-

related problems, having seized narcotics worth USD

21 billion in 2024 alone. The two nations are working

together to curb the illicit trade, which is linked to

broader concerns over militancy and the movement of

undocumented migrants. [Arab News 2]

China-Philippines naval standoff near

Scarborough Shoal continues

(jm/dnb) Tensions between the Philippines and China

have escalated further following an incident on May 5,

when a Chinese naval frigate, accompanied by Chinese

Coast Guard vessels, conducted aggressive maneuvers

against a Philippine Navy corvette near Scarborough

Shoal, also known locally as Bajo de Masinloc.

The Philippine ship was conducting a routine patrol in

coordination with the Bureau of Fisheries and Aquatic

Resources (BFAR) and the Philippine Coast Guard (PCG)

in the West Philippine Sea, the section of the South

China Sea within Manila’s Exclusive Economic Zone,

when the confrontation occurred approximately 11.8

nautical miles southeast of the shoal. [Rappler] [The

Inquirer.net] [The Manila Times]

This marks the latest episode in the ongoing

geopolitical confrontation between the Philippines and
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China within the South China Sea. This incident follows

a separate episode when the Philippine Coast Guard

escorted a Chinese research vessel out of the country’s

Exclusive Economic Zone after detecting it illegally

conducting marine research. [South China Morning

Post] [Phil Star]

Notably, however, typically, such encounters have

involved only Chinese Coast Guard vessels, as seen in

previous stand-offs near Sabina and Second Thomas

Shoal. However, the involvement of a Chinese Navy

frigate in this case signals a more assertive posture by

Beijing. [The Maritime Executive]

According to further NICA reports numerous Chinese

companies are currently under investigation

concerning dredging and reclamation activities in

Philippine waters. Chinese led activities of such nature

in Cagayan province and Mindoro Island have allegedly

caused extensive environmental damage and hardship

for fishermen in the area. Consequently, President

Marcos ordered an investigation into Chinese dredging

and reclamation activities in Philippine water after the

National Intelligence Coordinating Agency (NICA)

discovered that sand from the Philippines’ coastal

areas was in the alleged activities. [ABS-CBN] [The

Inquirer.net]

U.S. boosts funding for Philippines’

flagship railway amid foreign aid freeze

(jto) The United States has increased funding for the

Subic-Clark-Manila-Batangas Railway, a flagship project

under the Luzon Economic Corridor, signaling deeper

economic cooperation despite the Trump

administration’s foreign aid freeze.

According to a U.S. presidential economic adviser, U.S.

loan support rose from USD 2.5 million to USD 3.8

million after selecting a U.S. consultancy firm. The 250-

kilometer railway will connect key ports and airports to

lower transport costs and boost trade.

The Luzon Economic Corridor, first announced in 2024,

is a major infrastructure initiative aimed at improving

logistics and industrial connectivity across the

Philippines’ largest island, supporting key sectors like

semiconductors, energy, and advanced manufacturing.

The project, announced at a 2024 trilateral summit

with the U.S., Japan, and the Philippines, is expected to

generate up to USD 100 billion in economic activity.

Analysts view the project as part of Washington’s
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broader strategy to counter China’s Belt and Road

Initiative and secure supply chains.

Japan is also expected to play a significant role, with

additional investment interest from Sweden, Australia,

and the U.K. Analysts say the project supports

President Marcos Jr.’s vision of economic security as

national security but warn that U.S. credibility could

suffer if commitments are not met. [South China

Morning Post]

China and Singapore conduct fourth joint

maritime exercise

(nl) From May 9 to 16, the Republic of Singapore Navy

(RSN) and the People’s Liberation Army Navy (PLA

Navy) are conducting the fourth iteration of Exercise

Maritime Cooperation (XMC), a bilateral initiative

launched in 2015 to strengthen naval ties. [Ministry of

Defence Singapore]

The RSN deployed the Formidable-class frigate RSS

Steadfast and the Bedok-class mine countermeasure

vessel RSS Bedok, while the PLA Navy is participating

with the Jiangkai II-class frigate Xuchang and the

Wozang-class minesweeper Chishui. The PLA Navy

vessels also took part in the International Maritime

Defence Exhibition (IMDEX) Asia 2025, held at Changi

Naval Base from May 6 to 8. [China Global Television

Network]

U.S. Pacific Fleet commander visits

Singapore to strengthen defense ties

(lm) Admiral Steve Koehler, commander of the U.S.

Pacific Fleet, visited Singapore from May 4 to 7 to

reinforce defense cooperation and participate in the

International Maritime Defense Exhibition (IMDEX) Asia

2025. During his visit, Koehler met with senior

Singaporean defense officials, including the Senior

Minister of State for Defence, the Chief of Defence

Force, and the Chief of Navy, as well as U.S. Embassy

personnel, to discuss regional security and deepen

military partnerships. [U.S. Pacific Fleet Public Affairs]

South Korean and U.S. navies complete

joint drills in East Sea
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(kp) The South Korean and U.S. navies concluded a

four-day joint military exercise in the East Sea on May

11, aimed at strengthening their ability to respond to

simultaneous multi-domain threats, according to South

Korean military officials.

The drills, held from May 8 through May 11, involved

approximately 10 South Korean naval vessels,

including the 7,600-ton ROKS Yulgok Yi I destroyer, and

around 10 aircraft. The U.S. Navy contributed the USS

William P. Lawrence, a guided-missile destroyer, and a

maritime patrol aircraft.

The exercises were designed to enhance joint

readiness for scenarios involving enemy attacks at sea,

underwater, and in the air. A significant portion of the

training focused on countering North Korean threats,

including a simulated operation to repel special forces

attempting to infiltrate across the Northern Limit Line,

the de facto maritime boundary between the two

Koreas.

Other components of the drills included underwater

operations to detect and neutralize enemy

submarines, intercepting hostile drones, responding to

localized provocations, and preventing the maritime

proliferation of weapons of mass destruction. [The

Korea Herald]

Czech nuclear deal with South Korea

delayed over legal challenge

(kp) After its initial approval South Korea’s landmark

deal to build two nuclear reactors in the Czech

Republic has been unexpectedly delayed due to a legal

challenge from a French competitor, but both

governments have reaffirmed their commitment to

moving the project forward. Industry Minister Ahn

Duk-geun, who led the South Korean delegation in

Prague, emphasized that the court injunction blocking

the contract signing is temporary and will not derail

broader cooperation efforts. [Ministry of Trade,

Industry and Energy, South Korea]

The estimated KRW 26 trillion (USD 18.6 billion)

contract, led by Korea Hydro & Nuclear Power Co.

(KHNP), was slated for finalization on May 8 with

Elektrarna Dukovany II (EDU II), a subsidiary of Czech

utility CEZ. However, a regional court in Brno issued an

injunction after France’s EDF, a losing bidder, filed a

legal complaint. Despite the delay, Ahn said all other

procedures will continue as scheduled and CEZ is

expected to appeal the ruling (see AiR No. 18,

May/2025, 1).
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“The Czech government clearly did not see this as a

major obstacle,” Ahn said, noting that the court’s view

diverged from Prague’s. He added that the bidding

process was transparent, and South Korea's selection

was based on its technological strength and track

record. [Yonhap News Agency 1]

On May 7, the South Korean delegation signed 14

agreements and memorandums of understanding in

Prague with Czech counterparts to strengthen

economic ties, including in nuclear energy, battery

technology, infrastructure, and science. Ahn stressed

that the partnership would extend beyond the current

project, with potential collaboration in third-country

nuclear markets and the construction of additional

reactors at the Temelin power plant. [Yonhap News

Agency 2]

Japan and Sri Lanka agree to strengthen

defense cooperation

(lm) Japan and Sri Lanka have agreed to expand

defense cooperation as part of efforts to promote

regional stability in the Indo-Pacific, with a particular

focus on maritime security. The agreement was

reached during a visit to Colombo by Japanese Defense

Minister Gen Nakatani on May 5, marking only the

second time a Japanese defense minister has visited

the island nation.

During talks with Sri Lanka’s Deputy Defense Minister,

Nakatani expressed concern over unilateral actions

aimed at changing the regional status quo—an indirect

reference to China’s growing assertiveness in the East

and South China seas. He emphasized that stronger

Japan–Sri Lanka defense ties are essential for

prosperity and peace in the region.

The two sides discussed deepening cooperation across

all military branches, including plans to invite Sri

Lankan military observers to disaster response

exercises in Japan and to collaborate on enhancing air

rescue and medical evacuation capabilities.

Nakatani also met with Sri Lankan Prime Minister

Harini Amarasuriya, with both leaders reaffirming their

commitment to a free and open maritime order. [Japan

Today]

French Navy hydrographic vessel visits Sri

Lanka for goodwill visit
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(lm) The French Navy’s hydrographic and

oceanographic research vessel Beautemps Beaupré

arrived at Colombo Port on May 9 for a goodwill visit.

During the visit, the ships’ commander and his

delegation held discussions with senior officers of the

Sri Lanka National Hydrographic Office to explore

opportunities for enhanced bilateral cooperation in

hydrographic research. [Daily Mirror]

Taiwan monitors increased PLA gray zone

activity near its airspace and waters

(yl) Between May 7 and 8, Taiwan’s Ministry of National

Defense reported tracking five Chinese military

aircraft, eight naval vessels, and one government-

affiliated ship near the country. One aircraft entered

Taiwan’s southwestern air defense identification zone

(ADIZ), prompting a response that included air and

naval deployments and land-based missile tracking.

According to the ministry, Taiwan has tracked 56 PLA

aircraft and 63 vessels in the region since the

beginning of May. The ministry reiterated that China’s

continued increase in gray zone operations—military

activities designed to exert pressure without direct

conflict—has persisted since 2020. [Taiwan News]

Taiwan Strait contingency prompts US

lawmakers to propose financial risk

preparedness bill

(yl) A US Representatives Young Kim, Zach Nunn, and

Ritchie Torres introduced the Fortifying US Markets from

Chinese Military Aggression Act on May 7, aiming to

shield the US economy from potential disruptions in

the event of a conflict in the Taiwan Strait.

The bill mandates the Financial Stability Oversight

Council (FSOC) to establish a 12-member advisory

committee to assess geopolitical risks related to China,

provide annual reports on possible economic fallout

from a Taiwan conflict, and advise financial regulators

on stabilizing capital markets. Lawmakers cited

projections of up to a 34 percent market drop in the

event of an invasion or blockade. The proposed

legislation reflects growing bipartisan concern over the

lack of an economic contingency plan in response to

potential Chinese aggression toward Taiwan. [Taiwan

News] [Taipei Times]
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Taiwan and Estonia sign MOUs to boost

drone and defense industry cooperation

(yl) A Taiwanese business delegation signed two

memoranda of understanding (MOUs) with Estonia on

May 6 to strengthen bilateral cooperation in the

aerospace and defense sectors. The agreements were

signed with the Estonian Defence and Aerospace

Industry Association and the Estonia Aviation Cluster in

Tallinn.

Led by Hu Kai-hung of the Taiwan Excellence Drone

International Business Opportunities Alliance

(TEDIBOA), the Taiwanese side described the

partnership as a continuation of earlier exchanges

initiated in 2023. Estonian lawmaker Kristo Enn Vaga,

who visited Taiwan in February 2025, had also pledged

support for deepening bilateral ties. [Focus Taiwan]

Taiwan Former President Tsai visits

Lithuania and Denmark to bolster ties

with European democracies

(yl) Former President Tsai Ing-wen arrived in Lithuania

on May 11 as part of a multi-day European visit that

also includes a keynote address at the Copenhagen

Democracy Summit in Denmark. The trip, her second

to Europe since leaving office in May 2024, highlights

Taiwan’s efforts to deepen its engagement with like-

minded democracies. [Focus Taiwan 1]

Speaking at a reception hosted by the Lithuania-

Taiwan Parliamentary Friendship Group, Tsai

emphasized shared values between Taiwan and

Lithuania, including their resilience as neighbors to

authoritarian regimes and their commitment to

democracy. She is also scheduled to deliver a speech

at Vilnius University and meet former Lithuanian

President Dalia Grybauskaitė.

Tsai’s trip comes amid continued tension between

Lithuania and China, which downgraded diplomatic

ties in 2021 over the naming of Taiwan’s representative

office in Vilnius. Despite partially restoring ties in late

2024, Lithuania has maintained the current name,

drawing Beijing’s ire. [Focus Taiwan 2]

Tsai is scheduled to speak at the Copenhagen

Democracy Summit on May 13–14, where she will

reaffirm Taiwan’s commitment to freedom, democracy,

and regional stability. [Focus Taiwan 1]
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Thai prime minister to visit Vietnam this

week to upgrade bilateral ties

(msz) Thai Prime Minister Paetongtarn Shinawatra will

visit Vietnam on May 15–16 to participate in the 4th

Thailand-Vietnam Joint Cabinet Retreat (JCR), during

which both sides will upgrade their bilateral

relationship to a Comprehensive Strategic Partnership

—the highest tier of diplomatic relations offered by

Vietnam.

Key outcomes are expected to include a joint

statement formalizing the new partnership, which will

emphasize sustainable peace, growth, and a

sustainable future. The agreement will boost

cooperation in defense, transnational crime

prevention, and drug trafficking, while also promoting

collaboration in the green economy, digital

transformation, science and technology, artificial

intelligence, and cybersecurity.

To strengthen economic ties, Thailand’s Ministry of

Commerce and Vietnam’s Ministry of Industry and

Trade will sign an updated memorandum of

understanding (MoU) aimed at removing non-tariff

trade barriers, enhancing supply chains, promoting

agricultural and border trade, and encouraging joint

private-sector investment.

The MoU also sets a bilateral trade target of USD 25

billion annually and provides for regular Joint

Committee on Trade meetings and a working group to

monitor trade cooperation and data sharing.

People-to-people ties will be promoted through

cultural exchanges, tourism cooperation, and an

increase in direct flights between the two countries.

The visit is seen as part of broader efforts by Thailand

and Vietnam to strengthen ASEAN’s economic

resilience amid global trade volatility and rising U.S.

import tariffs. [Thai PBS World] [Bangkok Post 1]

[Bangkok Post 2]

Indonesian President Prabowo set for

two-day official visit to Thailand on May

19-20

(msz) President Prabowo Subianto of Indonesia will

undertake a two-day official visit to Thailand on May

19–20. This visit is poised to elevate the relationship to

a "strategic partnership," coinciding with the 75th

anniversary of diplomatic ties between the two

nations. The presidential engagement underscores the
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growing importance of the relationship between key

ASEAN members, particularly within the context of

evolving regional dynamics.

Prior to assuming office, Prabowo Subianto engaged

with Thai leadership in Bangkok, meeting with Prime

Minister Paetongtarn Shinawatra and former Prime

Minister Thaksin Shinawatra. Following these

meetings, Thaksin appointed Prabowo to the advisory

board of his sovereign fund, Danantada. 

Recently, the 10th Thai-Indonesian Joint Commission

for Bilateral Cooperation Meeting convened after an

eight-year hiatus. This meeting, co-chaired by Thai

Foreign Minister Maris Sangiampongsa and Indonesian

Foreign Minister Sugiono, addressed a range of

bilateral, regional, and global issues. Discussions

encompassed strengthening ASEAN's role in regional

stability, the situation in Myanmar, and developments

in Palestine. 

Meanwhile, the recent seminar on Thai-Indonesian ties

highlighted the potential for enhanced cooperation in

strategic sectors. Director of Southeast Asian Affairs at

the Indonesian Foreign Affairs Ministry emphasized

that strengthening ties in defense, the economy, and

people-to-people relations could serve as a roadmap

for promoting regional peace and stability.

Furthermore, discussions addressed the issue of

Indonesian nationals falling victim to scams originating

in Myanmar, with over 600 cases reported. Thailand's

facilitation of the repatriation of these individuals

earlier in the year was acknowledged. Nurhidayat

proposed enhanced security cooperation, including

addressing technology abuse and sharing criminal case

information, to support future preventive measures.

[Thai PBS World]

Thailand tightens border security as Lao

government battles local armed groups

 (bk) Security has been tightened along the Thai-Lao

border in Wiang Kaen district, Chiang Rai, following

sporadic clashes between Lao government forces and

unidentified armed groups in Bo Kaeo province, Laos.

In response to the potential risk of violence spilling into

Thai territory, additional Thai troops have been

deployed to protect local communities. The move

comes after a stray bullet landed on the roof of a

village house on May 10, though no injuries were

reported. As a precaution, Phu Chi Fa National Park, a

popular tourist destination known for its sweeping

views into Laos, has also been temporarily closed.

[Thai PBS World 1] [Thai PBS World 2]
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Malaysia and Thailand explore new

options to address stalled peace talks for

Thailand's Deep South

(msz/acs) Thailand is facing renewed pressure to revive

stalled peace talks with separatist insurgents amid a

sharp escalation of violence in its southern provinces.

In response, the government has intensified diplomatic

outreach to Malaysia—long seen as a key facilitator in

the peace process due to its shared border and

cultural ties with Thailand’s southern Muslim-majority

provinces—and renewed domestic consultations with

religious and community leaders to chart a new course

toward peace.

On May 8, Prime Minister Paetongtarn Shinawatra and

Malaysian Prime Minister Anwar Ibrahim held a phone

call, agreeing to strengthen bilateral cooperation to

address unrest along their shared border. They

confirmed plans to jointly inaugurate a new

transborder road connecting Thailand’s Sadao and

Malaysia’s Bukit Kayu Hitam checkpoints by the end of

2025. A mini joint cabinet meeting is also scheduled

during the opening ceremony to advance security and

development cooperation in the border area.

Paetongtarn highlighted the urgent need to address

the root causes of violence, while Anwar reaffirmed

Malaysia’s commitment to supporting peace efforts in

Thailand’s southern border provinces. The two leaders

also discussed broader regional issues, including

ASEAN’s role in addressing economic challenges and

the crisis in Myanmar. They are expected to meet again

at the ASEAN Summit later this month. [Bangkok Post

1] [The Nation]

Domestically, criticism is mounting over the

government’s failure to sustain momentum in peace

talks with the Barisan Revolusi Nasional (BRN), the

largest insurgent group in the region. Since the talks

stalled in August 2024, over 20 violent incidents—

including most recently a May 7 roadside bomb attack

in Yala province that injured two army engineers. Over

the past three months alone, at least 10 bombings and

six shootings have been reported, reversing a decade-

long decline in violence. [Bangkok Post 2]

Security experts and human rights advocates warned

that the absence of dialogue is contributing to the

surge in violence. The Joint Comprehensive Plan

towards Peace (JCPP), which previously aimed to

address grievances through economic development,

political inclusion, and decentralization, has made no
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progress under the current government. [Bangkok

Post 3]

Recently, Defense Minister Phumtham Wechayachai

has met with the Chularatchamontri (Sheikhul Islam),

Thailand’s top Islamic leader, to emphasize the need

for community-level dialogue and reject the misuse of

religion to justify violence. He reiterated that existing

laws are sufficient to address the unrest and dismissed

calls for new anti-terrorism legislation. [Bangkok Post

4]

Political leaders and peace advocates have called for

the immediate appointment of a government lead

negotiator and urged both sides to declare a

temporary ceasefire to rebuild trust. Proposals for a

special administrative region, modeled after Bangkok

and Pattaya, have also resurfaced as a potential long-

term solution. [Bangkok Post 3]

As Thailand is approaching the start of a new school

year, meanwhile, the Federation of Teachers

Association of Thailand (FTT) has called for enhanced

security measures for educational personnel in the

Deep South, highlighting the need for immediate

government action to safeguard schools, teachers, and

students, especially as schools prepare to reopen. The

FTT has also called for special budget allocations to

address teacher welfare, such as hazard pay and

relocation options, and emphasized the importance of

community engagement through volunteer networks

and on-site mental health support for those affected

by trauma. [Bangkok Post]

Thailand proposes expanded U.S. energy

ties to avert tariffs, eyes Alaska gas

project

(msz/lm) Thailand has submitted a formal trade

proposal to the United States in an urgent effort to

avert the imposition of a 36 percent tariff on Thai

exports, which could take effect once a global

moratorium expires in July. Prime Minister Paetongtarn

Shinawatra confirmed the move on May 13, stating

that her administration had sent the proposal last

week and was preparing for further bilateral talks. She

dismissed speculation about any secret agreements

and emphasized that the process would be

transparent and consistent with international trade

norms. [Bangkok Post 1]

The pressure stems from Thailand’s growing trade

surplus with the United States, which reached

approximately USD 46 billion in 2024. In response,
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Thailand is seeking to rebalance trade by increasing

imports of U.S. goods and investing in U.S. energy

infrastructure. Central to this plan is the potential co-

investment in the USD 44 billion Alaska gas pipeline

project. Thai officials recently visited Alaska to explore

opportunities to import 3 to 5 million tons of U.S.

liquefied natural gas (LNG) annually under a long-term

agreement.

Thailand also announced plans to increase its imports

of U.S. corn, soybean meal, crude oil, automobiles, and

electronics while encouraging local companies to

expand into the American energy and clean technology

sectors. An energy cooperation plan with the U.S. state

of Alaska, announced in March, could provide a

framework for broader collaboration. [Bangkok Post 2]

Domestically, Thailand is preparing to boost its LNG

import capacity to become a regional energy hub. The

country currently operates two LNG terminals with a

combined capacity of 19 million tons per year, and a

third facility is under construction at Map Ta Phut port.

It is expected to add 5 million tons of capacity initially,

with an expansion to 10.8 million tons planned.

However, analysts caution that if U.S. tariffs trigger a

slowdown in Thai exports and manufacturing,

domestic energy demand could drop, risking LNG

oversupply and underused infrastructure. Natural gas

currently accounts for nearly 60 percent of Thailand’s

electricity generation.[Bangkok Post 3]

Thailand seeks leniency on Australia’s

new vehicle emission standards

(msz) Thailand has urged Australia to implement its

new vehicle emissions standards gradually to avoid

disrupting Thai automotive exports, particularly pickup

trucks, which remain a top export to the Australian

market. Thai Commerce Minister Pichai Naripthaphan

raised the issue during a meeting with the Australian

Ambassador to Thailand as Canberra's New Vehicle

Efficiency Standard (NVES) officially came into effect on

January 1, 2025, with compliance enforcement

scheduled for July 1.

Thailand, the leading supplier of pickup trucks to

Australia with an export value of USD 4.66 billion in

2024, fears that sudden enforcement of stricter

emission rules could harm bilateral trade. The Thai

government is requesting that these standards be

phased in over time to allow manufacturers in Thailand

to adapt.
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Both sides agreed to strengthen economic ties through

multiple free trade agreements, including the Thailand-

Australia Free Trade Agreement, the ASEAN-Australia-

New Zealand Free Trade Agreement (AANZFTA), and

the Regional Comprehensive Economic Partnership

(RCEP).

Despite global economic headwinds, Thailand posted a

trade surplus of USD 6.82 billion with Australia in 2024.

Key Thai exports included vehicles, auto parts, air

conditioners, and computer equipment, while imports

from Australia focused on natural gas, crude oil, and

precious metals. The two countries also aim to boost

investment in data center infrastructure, leveraging

Thailand’s energy security. [Bangkok Post]

Thailand moves toward Free Trade Deal

with Bangladesh amid growing economic

partnership

(ed) The Minister of Commerce is discussing about the

development of a new Free Trade Agreement (FTA)

with the Bangladeshi Ambassador to Thailand. Both

parties signed a letter confirming the beginning of the

negotiations on a future agreement.

The development of the framework will start later this

week. Bangladesh represents an annual economic

growth of 6 percent and could become a major export

destination for Thailand mostly focused on the food

industry. 

Bangladesh ranks as Thailand’s second-largest trading

partner in South Asia. In 2024, bilateral trade between

the two countries totaled USD 1.13 billion, with Thai

exports accounting for USD 1.04 billion of that value.

[The Nation]

Thai Defense Minister pursues German

engine deal for Chinese submarine

(ed) Deputy Prime Minister and Defence Minister

Phumtham Wechayachai arrived in Berlin, Germany,

on May 12, 2025, to attend the United Nations

Peacekeeping Ministerial (UNPKM 2025). While in

Germany, Phumtham is also focusing on securing

approval from the German government for the

purchase of an MTU 396 diesel engine. This engine is

intended for installation in a Chinese-built submarine

that the Royal Thai Navy (RTN) has been attempting to
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procure, although the process has faced significant

delays.

Thailand’s submarine deal with China, signed in 2017,

has encountered serious complications, primarily due

to issues with the propulsion system. The agreement

initially called for the use of German-made MTU 396

engines, but Germany, citing an EU arms embargo, has

refused to export these engines to China. As a result,

China offered a domestically produced alternative, the

CHD620 engine, which the RTN has expressed

concerns about due to its unproven performance and

lack of certification from the Chinese Navy.

In response, the RTN sought to procure the MTU 396

engine directly from Germany. Phumtham has

coordinated with the German Defence Ministry

through Thailand's military attaché in Berlin to push

for the approval of this critical engine procurement.

The deal remains stalled, and the RTN’s submarine

project has faced further delays, with the delivery date

now set for January 2028. The RTN has requested an

extension of 1,217 days for delivery and modifications

to the agreement. [The Nation]

Cambodia reaffirms strong support for

Timor-Leste's ASEAN membership bid

(lm/msz) Cambodian Senate President and former

Prime Minister Hun Sen concluded a three-day official

visit to Timor-Leste from May 7 to 9, reaffirming

Cambodia’s support for Timor-Leste’s full ASEAN

membership and strengthening bilateral ties. President

José Ramos-Horta praised Cambodia as a “good and

great friend” and called Hun Sen one of Southeast

Asia’s most influential figures, noting Cambodia’s key

role in securing Timor-Leste’s ASEAN observer status in

2022 – the year of Cambodia’s chairman of ASEAN.

In talks and an address to Timor-Leste’s National

Parliament, Hun Sen emphasized ASEAN’s role in

promoting peace, economic growth, and non-

interference, encouraging Timor-Leste to capitalize on

the bloc’s diplomatic platforms. He also highlighted

Cambodia’s positive experience since joining ASEAN in

1999.

Hun Sen delivered a keynote speech during the 2025

Presidential Lecture Series, sharing his personal and

political journey from post-genocide recovery to

national prosperity, offering insights for post-conflict

nations like Timor-Leste.
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In recognition of his contributions to regional peace

and Timor-Leste’s ASEAN aspirations, he received the

Grand Collar of the Order of Timor-Leste, the country’s

highest state honor. [Government of Timor-Leste]

[Khmer Times 1] [Khmer Times 2]

China and Vietnam reaffirm bilateral ties

(cmc) Vietnamese Prime Minister Pham Minh Chinh

and Chinese Ambassador Xiong Bo met in Hanoi this

week to reaffirm their commitment to deepening

strategic cooperation. Both sides pledged to

strengthen economic ties, manage maritime disputes

peacefully, and promote regional development

through China’s Belt and Road Initiative. The meeting

emphasized the importance of maintaining stability in

the South China Sea and advancing agreements

reached during Chinh’s previous visit to China. [Voice

of Vietnam]

(lm) Vietnam’s Prime Minister Pham Minh Chinh has

underscored the importance of strengthening the

comprehensive strategic partnership between Vietnam

and the United States. During a series of talks,

including a meeting with a US Congressional

delegation, he emphasized Vietnam's commitment to

an open, multilateral foreign policy and the ongoing

effort to balance trade relations with the US.

Vietnam's priorities in the upcoming trade negotiations

include addressing the trade deficit, improving market

access for US high-tech products, and seeking a more

balanced trade relationship. The US has imposed

reciprocal tariffs on Vietnam, and the negotiations,

which started on May 7 and are set to continue in mid-

May, are seen as an opportunity to resolve these

issues while also supporting both nations' economic

growth.

Prime Minister Chinh stressed the importance of

safeguarding Vietnam’s core national interests during

the talks and coordinating closely with relevant

government bodies to ensure that Vietnam’s position

in these negotiations remains constructive and

focused on long-term benefits. He also highlighted the

need for reforms in trade practices and economic

strategies, particularly in sectors like technology

transfer, investment, and trade.

A key issue raised by the Vietnamese government is

the recognition of its market economy status by the US

and the removal of restrictions on strategic export

controls, which have impacted trade. Chinh also

expressed Vietnam’s desire to collaborate more closely
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with the US in areas like high-tech industries,

agricultural trade, and defense cooperation.

The US delegation, led by Reva Price, Chair of the US-

China Economic and Security Review Commission,

acknowledged the progress in the bilateral relationship

and expressed support for continued engagement to

resolve the trade issues. They also emphasized the

importance of further strengthening economic ties and

achieving a more balanced trade framework that

benefits both countries. [Viet Nam News 1] [Viet Nam

News 2]

Vietnam and Sweden discuss expanding

bilateral cooperation

(lm) Prime Minister Phạm Minh Chính of Vietnam met

with Swedish Minister for International Development

Cooperation and Foreign Trade, Benjamin Dousa, on

May 12 to explore opportunities for strengthening

bilateral relations.

Prime Minister Chính emphasized Vietnam’s

appreciation for Sweden’s longstanding support,

particularly during Vietnam's struggles for

independence and its ongoing development, citing

Sweden’s contributions such as USD 3 billion in non-

refundable aid and key infrastructure projects like the

Bãi Bằng paper mill and the Vietnam National

Children’s Hospital.

In 2024, trade between Vietnam and Sweden reached

USD 1.5 billion (VND 35.1 trillion), reflecting a 15

percent increase from 2023. Despite this growth, Prime

Minister Chính called for deeper cooperation in several

areas, including trade, investment, digital

transformation, green transition, and strategic

infrastructure projects like railways, airports, and

seaports. He also highlighted potential collaboration in

environmental protection, climate change, healthcare,

education, and science and technology.

Prime Minister Chính suggested that Vietnam could

serve as a gateway for Swedish goods into ASEAN,

while Sweden could help facilitate Vietnamese exports

in Northern Europe. He also encouraged Swedish

investment in sectors such as the digital economy,

infrastructure, and information technology.

Minister Dousa praised Vietnam’s rapid socio-

economic development, noting the country’s growth

rate of over 7 percent in 2024 and its target of 8

percent for 2025. He confirmed Sweden’s intention to

further elevate its partnership with Vietnam and
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support Swedish companies looking to invest in the

country. Minister Dousa also pledged to advocate

within the EU for the swift ratification of the EU-

Vietnam Investment Protection Agreement (EVIPA) and

to assist in addressing the EU’s “yellow card” warning

on Vietnamese seafood exports.

Both sides agreed that while progress has been made,

there is significant untapped potential to enhance

bilateral ties, with a focus on long-term, mutually

beneficial cooperation. [Viet Nam News]

 

Announcements

 

 

Upcoming online events

14 May 2025 @ 3:30 – 7:00 p.m. (GMT+2), The

Hellenic Foundation for European and Foreign

Policy, Greece

Online discussion on: Migration in the

Eastern Mediterranean

The webinar, titled "Migration in the Eastern

Mediterranean," will be led by renowned expert

Angeliki Dimitriadi and will be co-organised by leading

regional institutions. It will explore how conflict,

economic crisis, and climate change are driving

migration in the Eastern Mediterranean, increasingly

through nations like Lebanon, Egypt, and Libya. The

debate will assess EU responses, including the 2023

Action Plan, and analyze how frontline states like

Greece and Cyprus are coping with pressure from

irregular migration and the broader policy implications

for refugee protection, asylum, and border

management. For more information, and to RSVP, see

[ELIAMEP].
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14 May 2025 @ 1:00 – 2:00 p.m. (GMT+2), Bruegel,

Belgium

Economic shifts in the US and global

relations: A fireside chat with Jason

Furman

This fireside chat is with Jason Furman, Harvard

professor of economics and former Chairman of the

Council of Economic Advisers to President Obama. He

will discuss recent, unexpected developments in the

U.S. economy and their broader global implications.

The conversation will explore how these events affect

domestic policy as well as international economic

relations, shedding light on current trends and future

prospects. Furman's experience will be a priceless

guide to understanding the shifting economic

landscape and its global implications. For more

information, see [Bruegel].

15 May 2025 @ 6:30 p.m. (GMT-4), Council on

Foreign Relations, USA

A Conversation With Senator Brian Schatz

Senator Brian Schatz discusses the future of

appropriations for U.S. foreign aid and diplomatic

engagement and the ability of the United States to

solve global challenges. For more information see

[Council on Foreign Relations].

15 May 2025 @ 10:00 – 11:30 a.m. (GMT+8), National

University of Singapore, Singapore

Trade Wars Rock Financial Markets: 40

years Post-Plaza Accord

This seminar covers the enduring impact of major

global monetary policy shifts, beginning with the 1985

Plaza Accord and the 1987 Louvre Accord, which

attempted to address the U.S. trade deficit and

stabilize currency markets. Focusing on the progress of

the past 40 years, the discussion will examine how U.S.

trade policy now—particularly through tariffs on

imports—is influencing credit and currency markets.

Experts will consider the broader implications of such

changes and discuss what policy changes in the future

could mean for financial stability around the world. For

more information, see [NUS].
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15 May 2025 @ 12:30 – 2:00 p.m. (GMT-4), Institute

for Policy Studies, USA

Brazil: How Brazil Beat Back

Authoritarianism

This webinar, part of the Institute for Policy Studies'

"Lessons from Resistance to Authoritarianism" series,

examines Brazil's current political struggles and

victories. It examines the way Lula defeated Bolsonaro

in the 2022 election, shut down a coup attempt, and

now is working towards bringing accountability to

those involved. Panelists will also address Lula's

current economic and social policy initiatives and how

they have impacted Brazil's recent rise of the far-right,

as well as the broader implications for Brazil–U.S.

relations, trade unions, and progressive civil society

under mounting authoritarian pressures worldwide.

For more information, see [Institute for Policy Studies].

19 May 2025 @ 2:00 – 3:00 p.m. (GMT-4), Center for a

New American Security, USA

Maintaining America’s AI Edge

This fireside chat with Commissioners Michael Kuiken

and Randall Schriver and guest Paul Scharre features

dialogue on the U.S.–China competition in the leading-

edge technology of artificial intelligence. Based on the

2024 Report to Congress, discussion covers strategies

for maintaining American primacy, including a

proposed Manhattan Project–scale initiative in artificial

general intelligence. The presentation concludes with

live Q&A from the audience. For more information, see

[CNAS].

19 May 2025 @ 3:30 – 5:00 p.m. (GMT+2), Bruegel,

Belgium

China's green tech: From its role in global

decarbonisation to domestic overcapacity

realities

This session features Alicia García Herrero speaking

about recent research on China's leadership of the

world green transition. China, being the largest

polluter and leader in green tech production, is

capable of meeting its own as well as the world's

decarbonization needs. However, steady investment at

these levels could generate overcapacity. Herrero

proposes diverting China's green tech capital
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expenditures towards green infrastructure. The

discussion will also address the global implications of

this shift, with particular emphasis on its European

contribution. For more information, see [Bruegel].

19 May 2025 @ 9:00 – 10:00 a.m. (GMT-4), Asia

Society Policy Institute, USA

China’s Youth: The Age of Anxiety

This panel session, convened by the Asia Society Policy

Institute's Center for China Analysis, considers how

China's 12.2 million new college graduates in 2025 are

adapting to a future of high youth unemployment,

post-pandemic realities, and growing U.S.–China

tensions. Featured host CCA Fellow Barclay Bram

moderates in this discussion joined by journalist Yi-

Ling Liu, anthropologist Biao Xiang, and professor Li

Zhang, examining this generation's attitude toward its

global uncertainty and futures planning in the evolving

world. For more information, see [Asia Policy Institute].

Recent Book Releases

Ronald C. Po, Shaping the Blue Dragon: Maritime

China in the Ming and Qing Dynasties, Liverpool

University Press, 320 pages, published November 28,

2024. For a review, see [LSE].

Lyndsey Stonebridge, We Are Free to Change the

World: Hannah Arendt’s Lessons in Love and

Disobedience, Vintage, 368 pages, published January

16, 2024. For a review, see [LSE].

Rachel Maddow, Prequel: An American Fight Against

Fascism, Crown, 416 pages, published May 6, 2025. For

a review, see [Penguin Books].

Ian Kumekawa, Empty Vessel: The Story of the Global

Economy in One Barge, Knopf, 336 pages, published

May 6, 2025. For a review, see [Penguin Books].

Jennifer C. Pan, Selling Social Justice: Why the Ruling

Class Loves Antiracism, Verso, 208 pages, published

May 13, 2025. For a review, see [Penguin Books].

Calls

The Latin American Society of International Law

(LASIL) invites paper proposals for its pre-conference
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workshop “Narratives in International Courts and

Tribunals,” to be held online June 25, 2025. The

deadline for abstract submission is April 30, 2025. For

more information, see [LASIL].

The European Society of International Law (ESIL)

Feminism and International Law Interest Group

invites paper proposals for a preconference workshop

in the context of the ESIL Annual Conference 2025, on

“Reconstructing International Law,” to be held on

September 10, 2025, in Berlin. The deadline for

abstract submission is April 15, 2025. For more

information, see [ESIL].

The European Society of International Law (ESIL)

Interest Group on Peace and Security invites paper

proposals for a preconference workshop in the context

of the ESIL Annual Conference 2025, on

“Reconstructing Peace: (Mis)Uses of International

Law,” to be held on September 11, 2025, in Berlin. The

deadline for abstract submission is April 18, 2025. For

more information, see [ESIL].

Jobs and Positions

United Nations Children's Fund - Bhutan is looking

for a National Consultant to Develop Regulation on

Prevention of Environmental Lead Exposure. The

deadline for application submission is May 20, 2025.

For more information, see [UNICEF].

United Nations Department of Economic and Social

Affairs Department of Economic and Social Affairs -

USA is looking for an Economic Affairs Intern for

Global Economic Monitoring Branch. The deadline

for application submission is May 26, 2025. For more

information, see [UN DESA].

World Bank – South Africa is looking for a Senior

Country Economist. The deadline for application

submission is May 26, 2025. For more information, see

[World Bank].

World Bank – USA is looking for a Senior Country

Economist. The deadline for application submission is

May 26, 2025. For more information, see [World Bank].

United Nations Development Programme – Egypt is

looking for an IC Counter-Terrorism Capacity

Building and Coordination. The deadline for

application submission is May 25, 2025. For more

information, see [UNDP].
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Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for

Human Rights Office of the High Commissioner for

Human Rights - Switzerland is looking for an Intern -

Human Rights. The deadline for application

submission is May 25, 2025. For more information, see

[OHCHR].

International Residual Mechanism for Criminal

Tribunals – Rwanda is looking for a Legal Intern. The

deadline for application submission is May 17, 2025.

For more information, see [IRMCT].

The Blue Marine Foundation is looking for an EU

Policy Manager. The deadline for application

submission is May 29, 2025. For more information, see

[Blue Marine Foundation].

Queen Mary University of London is looking for a

Senior Lecturer in Law. The deadline for application

submission is June 11, 2025. For more information, see

[Queen Mary University of London].

Queen Mary University of London is looking for a

Postdoctoral Research Associate - Law. The deadline

for application submission is June 2, 2025. For more

information, see [Queen Mary University of London].

Wrexham University is looking for a Lecturer in Law.

The deadline for application submission is June 1,

2025. For more information, see [Wrexham University].

The University of Oxford is looking for a Regius

Professorship of Civil Law. The deadline for

application submission is May 23, 2025. For more

information, see [University of Oxford].

University College Cork is looking for a PhD

Scholarship - Law. The deadline for application

submission is June 20, 2025. For more information, see

[University College Cork].

 

Team:

Adhikan Dangplad (ad), Aung Naing Lin (anl), Aye Moe

Pwint Phyu, Busawan Kachonnarongvanish (bk),

Christopher McCabe (cmc), Dániel Babcsán (dnb), Dominic

Andreas Dahl (db), Dua-E-Zehra Zaidi (dz), Duc Quang Ly

(dql), Eloise Dupuis (ed), Felix Serna Calvo (fs), Geo
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(hjn), Henning Glaser (hg), Htet Hlaing Win (hw), Jamison

Tate O'Brien (jto), Jesse Mahoney (jm), Kate Erin Eve
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We would greatly appreciate your feedback! Please

send any feedback you have regarding this newsletter

to: info@cpg-online.de

Also, don't forget to Like CPG on Facebook, and

browse our website for other updates and news! 
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