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Dear Readers,

Welcome to this week’s issue of the Asia in Review (AiR)

covering the latest events, developments and trends in

domestic politics, international relations and

geopolitics in East Asia, South Asia, and Southeast Asia.

I wish you an informative read and extend special

greetings to everyone who celebrates the

Independence Day of North Macedonia and Tajikistan

and the National Day of Andorra and Malta this week.

With best regards,

Henning Glaser

Editor in Chief

Webpage: www.cpg-online.de, Facebook:

https://www.facebook.com/CPGT
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China: Xi Jinping leads country’s largest-

ever military parade amid global

attention

(yq/aw/dql) On September 3, only days after the

Shanghai Cooperation Organization Summit, China

staged its largest-ever military parade to mark the 80th

anniversary of the victory over Japan in World War II,

projecting renewed military confidence and global

ambitions. [Guardian][CNA]

In his address, Xi Jinping pointed to a critical juncture

of mankind, warning that humanity faces a choice

between “peace or war, dialogue or confrontation, win-

win or zero-sum,” framing China’s stance as being on

“the right side of history,” as it pursues the progress of

human civilization and the path of peaceful

development. [Ministry of Foreign Affairs, China, in

Chinese] [CNBC]
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In a deliberate demonstration of geopolitical

alignment, Xi walked the red carpet flanked by Russian

President Vladimir Putin and North Korean leader Kim

Jong Un, with more than two dozen foreign leaders in

attendance—mostly from non-Western nations.

[Guardian][Al Jazeera] [Reuters]

Kim’s appearance was the first by a North Korean

leader at a Chinese military parade in 66 years, and the

guest list included figures from Iran, Belarus,

Myanmar, Pakistan and several Southeast Asian states,

with only Serbia and Slovakia representing Europe. [Al

Jazeera 1]

Trump downplayed the significance of a deepening

China-Russia alignment and the parade itself, publicly

asserting U.S. military superiority and posting a barbed

message to Xi, Putin and Kim as the event got under

way, accusing Xi of conspiring with them against the

U.S. [Al Jazeera 2] [Reuters][Guardian]

On the tarmac and in the skies, China showcased a

broad spectrum of new systems—hypersonic missiles,

stealth aircraft, underwater and surface drones, and

the first public display of a full nuclear “triad” spanning

land, sea and air. Debuting anti-ship and hypersonic

weapons, twin-seat J-20S and J-35 fighters, H-6J

bombers, expanded counter-drone kits and lasers, as

well as new space/cyber/information branches, the

parade signaled accelerating modernization of the

People’s Liberation Army.

Analysts said the comprehensive mix—especially sea

drones paired with long-range missiles—aims to deter

external navies and complicate U.S. and partner

operations in China’s near seas, even as questions

remain about full capabilities. [Al Jazeera 1] [CNA]

[Straits Times]

The tightly choreographed spectacle, complete with

flyovers and Xi’s troop review in a Mao-style tunic, also

served a domestic purpose: rallying nationalistic

sentiment, bolstering public confidence and

reinforcing trust in the party leadership amid economic

uncertainties and ongoing purges in PLA ranks.

[Australian Institute of International Affairs] [Reuters]

[CNA]

Man stages rare protest prior to parade

Several days before Prior to the parade,

anticommunist slogans—calling to “overthrow

communist tyranny,” among others—were projected

onto a building in a rare display of political dissent.

Several slogans were projected onto an apartment
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building in Chongqing by a man who had left China

alongside his family before the protest occurred.

A projector in a hotel room was turned on remotely,

and hidden cameras captured the police response to

the protest. The man stated that his brother and

mother were approached by authorities after the

event, and footage from the event had circulated

online overseas but were censored within Chinese

social media platforms. [NYT] [DW]

While protests like these are rare, they may indicate

growing discontent with the rule of the Chinese

Communist Party given the unsteady state of the

economy, persistent pandemic-era crackdowns and

growing authoritarianism. The protest follows a 2022

protest by Peng Lifa in Beijing, who unfurled banners

calling for Xi Jinping’s resignation and who was cited as

inspiration for this protest. The footage of the event

was shared and amplified by dissident Li Ying, and

images were displayed for 50 minutes before police

found and shut down the remotely operated protest.

[NYT]

Meanwhile, a man in Hubei province, was detained for

allegedly making “inappropriate comments” about the

military parade and spreading rumors on social media.

Police in Xiangyang stated that the man insulted

patriotic users and provoked anger online. He was held

on charges of “picking quarrels and provoking trouble,”

a broad criminal offense in China.

The detention underscores Beijing’s strict enforcement

of laws protecting the reputation of military personnel

and national heroes, including a 2018 law banning

slandering officially designated heroes and martyrs,

and a 2021 law banning defamation of military

personnel. Past cases include blogger Qiu Ziming,

jailed for questioning troop casualties on the Indian

border, and artist Gao Zhen, detained for critical

depictions of Mao Zedong. [SCMP]

China: Former securities regulator under

corruption investigation 

(efg) China's former securities regulator chief, Yi

Huiman, has been “taken away by authorities,” over

corruption allegations. The allegations suggest Yi “is

suspected of serious violations of discipline and law”. Yi

was abruptly removed as head of the China Securities

Regulatory Commission (CSRC) in February 2024. A

reason was not given although he was removed during

a stock market slump. [Hong Kong Free Press]
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Yi led the CSRC from 2019 to 2024 which included

major capital market reforms such as launching the

STAR Market—the country’s Nasdaq-style high-tech

board which debuted in Shanghai in 2019—creating

the Beijing Stock Exchange and shifting to a

registration-based IPO system. He was responsible for

the suspension of fintech giant Ant Group's dual

planned listing in Shanghai and Hong Kong in 2020.

[Reuters][Xinhua]

China: Plans targets AI-driven energy

sector by 2030

(dql) The National Development and Reform

Commission (NDRC), China’s top economic planner,

has announced plans to deploy at least five industry-

specific AI models in the energy sector, targeting coal,

oil, gas, and power grids. The initiative aims to

establish a comprehensive AI framework by 2027,

linking computing power with electricity management,

driving technological breakthroughs, and expanding

practical applications.

The NDRC and National Energy Administration will

identify over ten competitive pilot projects and develop

100 application scenarios, with the goal of making

China a global leader in energy-sector AI adoption by

2030. Key application areas include power supply and

demand forecasting, smart grid diagnostics, predictive

maintenance, hydropower in extreme environments,

reservoir management, nuclear safety, and renewable

energy forecasting.

As part of the broader “AI Plus” strategy, China plans to

create research platforms, train specialists in energy

and AI, and explore a financing system to support AI

innovation. The push aligns with wider industrial

modernization efforts under the upcoming 15th Five-

Year Plan (2026–2030), prioritizing AI, robotics, and

other emerging technologies while maintaining

manufacturing’s share of the economy. [SCMP]

[Dialogue Earth]

China: Export growth slows

(dql) China’s exports rose 4.4 percent in August to USD

321.8 billion, slowing from a 7.2 percent increase in

July, while imports grew 1.8 percent to USD 219.5

billion. This sustained China’s trade surplus, which

reached USD 785.3 billion in the first eight months of

the year, a point of contention with major partners like

the U.S. and the European Union (EU).
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The slowdown reflects ongoing trade tensions with the

U.S. Exports to the U.S. fell 33 percent to USD 47.3

billion in August, and imports dropped 16 percent to

USD 13.4 billion, following tariffs imposed by both

sides.

Meanwhile, exports to the EU rose 10.4 percent to USD

46.8 billion, while imports from the bloc slightly

declined to USD 22.8 billion. Export to Southeast Asian

countries also saw a rise of 22 percent, reflecting

efforts to diversify markets amid the U.S.-China trade

dispute.

China’s exports of rare earths, critical for products

from electric vehicles to fighter jets, rose monthly to

USD 55 million in August from USD 41 million in July

but remained 25.6 percent below last year’s levels. [AP

News] [Eurasia Business News]

China: Action plan to strengthen

electronics manufacturing unveiled

(dql) The Ministry of Industry and Information

Technology and the State Administration for Market

Regulation have released a new action plan to bolster

its electronics manufacturing sector, emphasizing

resilient, self-sufficient supply chains in response to

U.S. restrictions on advanced chip technology. The 13-

page plan calls for developing advanced core

technologies, promoting domestic equipment, and

addressing supply chain vulnerabilities. Officials are

tasked with establishing monitoring and early warning

mechanisms to detect potential disruptions.

The plan sets targets for 2025–2026, including annual

value-added growth of around 7 percent for industries

producing large-scale computers and key

telecommunications equipment, and at least 5 percent

revenue growth for the broader electronics sector,

which encompasses lithium batteries, photovoltaic

products, and other components. By 2026, China aims

for the sector to lead 41 major industrial categories in

revenue and export share while increasing domestic

uptake of high-end consumer devices.

The initiative also encourages global cooperation,

supporting Chinese companies expanding overseas

and foreign firms establishing production or research

facilities in China. [Ministry of Industry and Information

Technology, China, in Chinese] [SCMP]
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China: Deflationary pressures hit BYD,

sales targets revised due to slump

(aw) China’s deflationary pressures and an intensifying

electric vehicle (EV) price war are weighing heavily on

the country’s economy and its flagship automaker BYD.

A Reuters report indicates that the company has cut its

internal sales targets by up to 16 percent—from 5.5

million to 4.6 million vehicles—and communicated the

revised figure to key suppliers to help with production

planning. [Reuters]

BYD shares dropped 3.1 percent in Hong Kong

following the report, extending losses after the

company announced a 30 percent fall in quarterly

profit last week—its first decline in more than three

years. [BBC]

Rising competition from rivals such as Geely and

Leapmotor has added to the strain, with BYD lowering

its annual sales growth target to 7 percent. So far this

year, the company has reached only 52 percent of its

original target, with demand for lower-priced models

particularly weak. Sales of vehicles under USD 21,000

fell 9.6 percent year-on-year, much of the market share

shifting to Geely. [Reuters]

The slowdown in domestic EV demand is seen as a

broader indicator of China’s economic malaise, with

the property crisis curbing spending among the middle

class. The downturn has ripple effects across sectors

such as steel and battery manufacturing, though BYD

has internalized much of its production. The Chinese

Communist Party has warned that destructive

competition and market “involution” threaten the EV

industry. As Beijing seeks global leadership in

renewables, the current price war and demand slump

present a significant short-term challenge. [The

Guardian]

China: Hunan Province proposes use for

digital yuan in clearing chain debts

(aw) Hunan Province is planning to use the digital yuan

—the central-issued digital currency—to address

persistent payment defaults and chain debts,

potentially expanding the currency’s applications

beyond the central government’s initial plans. Hunan

authorities introduced this move when detailing plans

to expand the digital currency’s application scenarios

and scale.
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By providing greater transparency into company

financial flows and often-opaque debt structures—

because transactions are directly recorded, tracked,

and monitored on a digital ledger controlled by the

central bank—the digital yuan could enable local

governments and regulators to respond more

effectively to entrenched debt problems.

Chain debts occur when an upstream default triggers a

cascade of downstream failures. Such cascades can

spread across sectors due to the high level of

interconnectedness in corporate debt structures and

the dominance of large, heavily indebted companies

over their supply chains. If left unaddressed, these

failures can cripple private businesses and undermine

public trust in both government and society.

The move follows a June 13 decision by the Hunan

provincial government to expand the use of special

bonds to pay off business arrears and manage local

government debt. The step reflects broader efforts by

local authorities to ease heavy debt burdens

exacerbated by China’s ongoing economic slowdown

and the property market downturn. [SCMP]

China: Planned kinetic impact mission

marks push to strengthen asteroid

defense

(aw/dql) China plans to launch a “kinetic impact

demonstration mission” this year to strike a small

asteroid and alter its orbit, aiming to strengthen

planetary defense capabilities. If successful, it would

make China the second country after the United States

to demonstrate such technology.

The mission involves an observer spacecraft to survey

the asteroid and an impactor to collide with it, with

ground- and space-based telescopes monitoring the

outcome. The test seeks to deflect the asteroid’s orbit

by 3–5 cm, proving the feasibility of asteroid defense.

Chinese space officials described the mission as part of

a broader planetary defense strategy, including early

warning, in-orbit responses, and multi-technology

preparedness. Beijing also signaled willingness to

cooperate internationally and share data to build a

joint asteroid defense system. [China Daily]

The move follows NASA’s 2022 Double Asteroid

Redirection Test (DART), which successfully altered the

orbit of the asteroid Dimorphos. The U.S. also released

a 10-year planetary defense strategy in 2023.
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Beyond security, China highlights the dual nature of

asteroids—as existential threats to humanity and as

valuable resources containing iron, nickel, and

platinum-group metals.

The planned trial is part of a broader plan outlined in a

2022 white paper to build a full-scale defense system,

combining orbital spacecraft, observatories, and the

“Compound Eye” radar network— a large-scale deep-

space monitoring project consist of 25 radar antennas

—for early detection and rapid response.

China’s asteroid mission underscores intensifying U.S.-

China competition in deep space exploration and

planetary defense, adding a strategic dimension to

their rivalry. [SCMP] [Orbital Today]

China: Civilian firms and universities drive

PLA’s AI expansion

(dql) A report of the Center for Security and Emerging

Technology (CSET) at Georgetown University highlights

that hundreds of civilian companies and universities in

China are increasingly supplying AI-related

technologies to the People’s Liberation Army (PLA),

moving beyond traditional state-owned enterprises

and defence-affiliated research institutions. [CSET]

Examples include a Chengdu drone maker providing

full combat systems, a Beijing university improving

multi-drone coordination, and a remote-sensing firm

supplying virtual drone training and marine data

visualization tools.

Analysts note that this “military-civil fusion” strategy,

central to China’s goal of modernizing the PLA by 2035

and achieving world-class armed forces by 2049, blurs

the line between civilian and defence sectors. Among

338 organizations repeatedly awarded AI-related

contracts between 2023–2024, nearly three-quarters

were non-traditional vendors, many established after

2010, with indirect or opaque ties to the state. These

firms outpaced traditional SOEs and defence research

institutions in contract awards.

The report warns that this integration poses major

challenges for U.S. policymakers, who must balance

openness—vital for innovation—with safeguarding

national security. Overly blunt measures, such as

banning all research collaborations with Chinese

entities, could undermine U.S. competitiveness and

isolate American researchers. The analysts

recommend a “sophisticated, evidence-based

approach” for assessing risks, coordinating with allies,
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and targeting PLA-relevant technology acquisition

while allowing benign collaborations to continue.

China’s military highlighted its advancements in

artificial intelligence during its largest parade on

September 3 in Beijing (see article in this edition). For

the first time, the PLA displayed a range of new

weaponry, including AI-enabled drones, laser systems,

and missiles, underscoring its growing technological

capabilities. [SCMP] [The Economic Times]

China – Hong Kong: Three convicted in

anti-terrorism case

(efg) A Hong Kong jury has convicted three people—Ho

Cheuk-wai, Lee Ka-pan, and Cheung Ka-chun—and

acquitted five others over 2020 bomb plots intended to

pressure authorities into closing borders during the

COVID-19 pandemic. The trio were found guilty of

conspiracy to cause explosions but were cleared of

charges under the United Nations Anti-Terrorism

Ordinance.

The plots involved small explosions in a hospital toilet

and a train carriage, causing no injuries. A Telegram

group called “92 Sign” claimed responsibility for attacks

at Caritas Medical Centre, Lo Wu, and Tseung Kwan O

stations. Prosecutors also alleged plans for a larger

blast involving a 20 kg bomb disguised as a shrine,

timed to coincide with a memorial for a university

student who died during the 2019 pro-democracy

protests.

Sentencing is scheduled for October 10, with a

maximum penalty of 20 years’ imprisonment under

colonial-era legislation. This trial is the second case

under Hong Kong’s UN anti-terrorism law, following a

2019 bomb plot linked to pro-democracy protests in

which a man was sentenced to 23 years and 10

months. [Reuters] [The Standard] [SCMP]

Hong Kong’s 2002 United Nations Anti-Terrorism

Ordinance was introduced to fulfill international

obligations under United Nations Security Council

Resolution 1373 (UNSCR 1373), adopted on 28

September 2001 following the September 11 terrorist

attacks. It criminalizes providing property, financial

services, or travel support to terrorists, prohibits

dealings with designated terrorist property, and

empowers authorities to impose asset freezes and

other sanctions on individuals or entities listed by the

UN Security Council.
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China – Hong Kong: New rules target

external student activities under national

security framework

(efg) Hong Kong’s Education Bureau has introduced

new rules requiring schools to review student activities

organized by external groups to prevent the spread of

“political propaganda.” The guidelines reflect the

government’s ongoing emphasis on patriotic education

in the wake of the 2019 anti-government protests. The

move comes after reports that schools were cautioned

against participating in U.S. Independence Day events,

which the American consulate criticized as an example

of “repression.” [The Guardian]

“Patriotic education,” once widely resisted, has become

a cornerstone of Chief Executive John Lee’s policy

agenda. Earlier attempts to impose such programs

sparked major protests, including the 2012 curriculum

demonstrations led by Joshua Wong, which drew some

120,000 participants, and the 2014 Umbrella

Movement, in which students played a prominent role.

During the 2019 unrest, more than 1,700 minors were

arrested, reinforcing officials’ claims, including those of

former Chief Executive Carrie Lam, that schools were

failing as students were being exposed to “false and

biased” information.

In response, authorities have dismantled the Liberal

Studies curriculum, previously aimed at fostering

critical thinking on topics such as Hong Kong’s political

system, and replaced it with a restructured program

that focuses on “patriotic education.” Since 2023,

children as young as eight are being taught the

national security law, with schools often depicted as

frontlines against “soft resistance” and “biased online

misinformation.” [Hong Kong Free Press]

In July, Hong Kong’s public universities signed a new

University Accountability Agreement with the

University Grants Committee (UGC)—responsible for

overseeing the funding and development of publicly

funded universities—which for the first time requires

them to follow the remarks of President Xi Jinping and

explicitly requires them to follow guidance from the

central government (see AiR, No. 31. August/2025, 1).

Japan: Prime Minister to step down

(ja) Japanese Prime Minister Shigeru Ishiba announced

on September 7 his intention to resign less than a year

after taking office, one day before the ruling Liberal

Democratic Party (LDP) was scheduled to decide
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whether to hold a snap presidential election. While

Ishiba had initially sought to remain in office as long as

possible, he ultimately yielded to calls from party

lawmakers to step down. [Prime Minister’s Office of

Japan, in Japanese]

The announcement followed September 6 meetings

with former Prime Minister Yoshihide Suga and Farm

Minister Shinjiro Koizumi, both close allies of Ishiba,

who reportedly urged him to prevent a split within the

LDP.

In a press conference on September 7, Ishiba took

responsibility for the LDP’s losses in the July House of

Councillors election and stated that his resignation

aims to avert party fragmentation over the timing of a

potential snap election.

He admitted considering the dissolution of the lower

house to prevent a snap election, a proposal that drew

significant backlash within the LDP. Tetsuo Saito,

leader of the LDP’s junior coalition partner Komeito,

expressed strong opposition, stating that the idea was

“never acceptable.”

The LDP had planned to collect signatures from

lawmakers on September 8 to determine whether a

presidential election should be held ahead of the

scheduled 2027 contest, but Ishiba has indicated that

such procedures are no longer necessary. [The

Guardian] [Kyodo News 1]

Until last week, Ishiba had signaled his intention to

remain in office, saying he would decide on his political

future at an “appropriate time.” On the same day, the

LDP released a review report analyzing the causes of

its heavy losses in the July 20 upper house election.

The report did not assign personal blame to Ishiba,

instead pointing to a political funds scandal involving

several party factions, including one led by former

Prime Minister Shinzo Abe, which failed to report

portions of fundraising income, creating slush funds.

LDP Secretary General Hiroshi Moriyama, who led the

review panel, announced his intention to resign to take

responsibility for the election outcome, while noting

that Ishiba, as party president, would make the final

decision on his own resignation. Three other LDP

executives, including Policy Chief Itsunori Onodera,

also submitted resignations for Ishiba’s consideration.

[Kyodo News 2]

Candidates in party leadership contest—the third in

five years—include Chief Cabinet Secretary Yoshimasa

Hayashi and conservative-leaning former Economic

Security Minister Sanae Takaichi. Many candidates
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from the 2024 presidential election are expected to

run, including Takaichi, who would become Japan’s first

female Prime Minister if elected; reform-minded Farm

Minister Shinjiro Koizumi; and former Foreign Minister

Toshimitsu Motegi, who became the first LDP

lawmaker to declare his candidacy. [CNBC]

The incoming leader faces formidable challenges:

strained relations with the U.S., rising inflation, a cost-

of-living crisis, an aging society, and a government that

has lost its majority in both houses of parliament.

[BBC] [The New York Times]

Meanwhile, Tokyo stocks climbed for a third

consecutive day on September 8 reflecting investor

optimism after Ishiba announced his resignation. The

Nikkei 225 rose by 1.45 percent, while the broader

Topix index gained 1.06 percent to a record 3,138.20.

Real estate, nonferrous metals, and pharmaceuticals

led gains on the Prime Market.

Investors also responded to revised government data

showing Japan’s economy grew at an annualized 2.2

percent in Q2, up from a prior 1.0 percent estimate.

Market analysts noted, however, that sustained gains

may be limited, as LDP’s minority government will need

to balance fiscal expansion with opposition demands

and ruling party caution on tax policy, while global

economic uncertainty persists. [Kyodo News 3]

In the latest development, the LDP General Council on

September 9 decided to hold the party’s presidential

election on October 4, with September 22 as the start

of official campaigning.

A total of 590 votes will be cast—295 from lawmakers

(excluding the Lower- and Upper-House speakers) and

295 from party members and supporters nationwide.

Breaking with the usual practice for mid-term

resignations, the General Council opted to include

rank-and-file members to restore trust, a move that

favors candidates with strong name recognition. [The

Asahi Shimbun]

Japan: Government plans regulatory

framework for solar projects near

protected area

(dql) Japan’s Environment Ministry is preparing a

framework to manage major solar-power projects near

Hokkaido’s Kushiro Marsh, a critical wetland and

habitat for wildlife including the red-crowned crane, a

nationally protected species.
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Officials have been consulting local municipalities,

which are seeking measures to prevent inappropriate

solar development and to safeguard the wetland. The

ministry plans to coordinate with the Agency for

Natural Resources and Energy and other authorities to

balance renewable energy expansion with

environmental protection. [NHK]

Japan: Hourly minimum wage increased

(ja) The labor ministry announced on September 5 that

the average minimum hourly wage will rise by JPY 66

(USD 0.45) to a record JPY 1,121 (USD 7.60) in fiscal

2025, starting in April. The 6.3 percent increase from a

year comes amid climbing living costs and reflects

Prime Minister Shigeru Ishiba’s push for wage

increases that outpace inflation, which has squeezed

household budgets in recent years.

For the first time, minimum hourly wages in all 47

Japanese prefectures are set to exceed JPY 1,000 (USD

6.78). Tokyo remains the highest at JPY 1.226 (USD

8.34), while Kochi, Miyazaki, and Okinawa are lowest at

1,023 (USD 6.96).

However, the increase still falls short of the 7.3 percent

annual growth needed through fiscal 2029 to reach the

government’s target of JPY 1.500 (USD 10.20) per hour

by the end of the decade.

Minimum wages are being raised as companies face

pressure to retain workers in a tight labor market and

cope with persistent price increases. While beneficial

for employees, the hikes place added pressure on

businesses, especially small and medium-sized firms.

Speaking to reporters, Ishiba pledged the government

will make the “utmost efforts” to support smaller firms

willing to raise wages.

In Japan, a government panel sets annual minimum-

wage guidelines for each prefecture, after which local

panels decide the specific rates. The labor ministry

then calculates the nationwide average. The new rates

will take effect as early as October, with the timing

varying by prefecture. [Kyodo News] [The Asahi

Shimbun]

Mongolia: Fitch Ratings affirms credit

rating at B+ with stable outlook

(fs) Fitch Ratings, one of the main three credit rating

agencies worldwide, has reaffirmed Mongolia’s
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sovereign credit rating at “B+, Stable,” citing stable

economic growth and sound fiscal management. The

agency highlighted that the main risk to the rating is

Mongolia’s exposure to external shocks, while positive

factors include steady GDP growth and declining

government debt.

The report projects Mongolia’s GDP to grow 5.7

percent in 2025 and 5.3 percent in 2026-2027.

Recovery in the agricultural sector, stable copper

exports, and sustained investment in mining are

supporting medium-term growth, alongside

contributions from non-mining sectors. [Fitch Ratings]

Fitch noted that government fiscal discipline has kept

the budget deficit within manageable limits, with debt

expected to fall below 40 percent of GDP. Effective

external debt management has also eased upcoming

repayment obligations.

Despite stable foreign exchange reserves, reliance on

raw material exports and elevated financing levels

remain vulnerabilities. Inflation is forecasted to

average 8.5 percent in 2025-2026. [Montsame]

Mongolia: Foreign exchange reserves

reach USD 5.7 billion in August

(fs) Mongolia’s foreign exchange reserves rose to USD

5.7 billion in August, up 3 percent since the start of the

year and nearly 20 percent compared to the same

period in 2024, marking an increase of over USD 1

billion.

The rise follows earlier declines in February, when

reserves dropped to USD 4.8 billion due to weak

foreign trade performance. Since then, reserves have

grown by 19 percent, reaching a new historical high.

According to the Bank of Mongolia, around 15 percent

of reserves are held in gold. With global gold prices at

record levels, this has provided an advantage for both

exports and reserve accumulation. The strengthened

reserves are expected to support currency stability and

timely external payments, despite the tugrik

(Mongolian currency) weakening 5 percent against the

US dollar since January. [Bloomberg TV, in Mongolian]

Mongolia: New copper deposit discovered

(fs) A significant new copper deposit, named Oyut, has

been discovered in Orkhon province, north of the
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country, with preliminary geological exploration

estimating 357 million tons of ore reserves,

comparable to the Erdenet mining complex, which is

Asia's largest deposit of copper ore and the fourth

largest copper mine in the world.

The prime minister of Mongolia Gombojav

Zandanshatar approved a feasibility study for a

concentrator capable of processing 5 to 10 million tons

of ore annually. Early projections suggest the deposit

could sustain mining operations for 30 to 35 years.

The operational launch of Oyut is anticipated to boost

socio-economic development in Erdenet city, Orkhon

province, the Northern region, and Mongolia broadly,

positioning it as a strategic long-term resource for the

country, as well as to make a substantial contribution

to Mongolia’s National Sovereign Wealth Fund.

[Akipress]

North Korea: Kim Jong-un’s daughter’s

first public international appearance

sparks succession speculation

(mo) North Korean leader Kim Jong-un’s daughter has

made her first public international appearance,

traveling to Beijing ahead of President Xi Jinping’s

Victory Day parade, in a move seen as symbolically

introducing her to the global stage.

Ju-ae, whose name and age Pyongyang has never

officially confirmed, has already been a familiar

presence inside North Korea, appearing alongside her

father at missile launches, military parades, and the

opening of major state projects. But her presence in

China marks the first time she has been showcased

abroad, fueling speculation that she is being

positioned as Kim’s eventual successor.

If elevated, Ju-ae would be the first woman to lead

North Korea and the fourth member of the Kim

dynasty to rule since Kim Il-sung founded the regime in

1948. Analysts say her introduction on the

international stage is aimed at signaling continuity

within the family line while strengthening ties with

Beijing, Pyongyang’s main ally. [BBC] [The Guardian]

[Korean JoongAn Daily]

North Korea: Development of new

intercontinental ballistic missile

announced
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(mo) North Korean state media announced on

September 2 that leader Kim Jong Un has directed the

development of a new intercontinental ballistic missile

(ICBM), the Hwasong-20, aimed at producing a

multiple-reentry vehicle (MRV) capable of striking the

U.S. mainland. The missile is reported to be powered

by a high-thrust solid-fuel engine.

While North Korea’s existing ICBMs, such as the

Hwasong-18 and Hwasong-19, already have ranges up

to 15,000 kilometers—enough to reach the U.S.—

experts say the effort to increase engine output likely

reflects Pyongyang’s goal of fielding MRV-capable

systems, which can carry multiple warheads and are

considerably harder to intercept.

This announcement comes less than a year after

Pyongyang claimed to have achieved the “final

completion” of the Hwasong-19 following a test launch

in late October 2024, signaling a formal push toward

next-generation ICBM development.

South Korea’s Ministry of National Defense said it is

“closely monitoring North Korea’s weapon system

development trends.” Pyongyang also highlighted its

domestic advancement in carbon fiber technology—

with 98 percent carbon content used in missile nozzles

—a material crucial for ballistic missile production.

Analysts caution that Russia may have played a role in

helping North Korea acquire or refine this technology.

[North Korean News]

North Korea: Expansion of global cyber

heists and espionage operations

(mo) North Korean hackers are intensifying their

infiltration of the cryptocurrency industry with

convincing job offers designed to steal digital assets,

raw data, and even personal interviews. According to a

Reuters investigation, 25 experts, victims, and

corporate representatives agreed that the threat is

now pervasive across the sector.

The probe revealed that hackers have been leveraging

platforms such as Validin, VirusTotal, and Maltrail  to

check whether their servers, domains, and websites

have been targeted. Blockchain intelligence firm

Chainalysis estimated that North Korea stole at least

1.34 billion USD in cryptocurrency last year. Both U.S.

authorities and United Nations monitors allege that

Pyongyang funnels these proceeds into its heavily

sanctioned weapons program.
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In parallel, cybersecurity researchers have uncovered a

fresh phishing campaign by the North Korea-linked

group ScarCruft (APT37), which deploys malware

known as RokRAT. Dubbed Operation HanKook

Phantom by Seqrite Labs, the campaign appears to

target individuals linked to the National Intelligence

Research Association—including academics, former

government officials, and researchers. This campaign

is part of a broader strategy of  northern  intelligence-

gathering and long-term espionage, with South Korean

government agencies, research institutions, and

academics as primary targets.

In the private sector, telecom operator LG Uplus was

fined for failing to promptly disclose data breaches in

2018 and 2023, only admitting the incidents after alerts

from the Korea Internet & Security Agency. KT has also

faced scrutiny after the Ministry of Science and ICT

accused the company of destroying part of its servers.

Concerns over potential breaches at both firms grew

after the hacking journal Phrack reported that two

white-hat hackers had obtained 8 gigabytes of leaked

data from an attacker known as “KIM,” believed to be

linked to North Korea’s Kimsuky group.  [Reuters]

[Chinalysis][Cyberpress][TheHackerNews]

[TheKoreaTimes]

South Korea: Government finalizes

sweeping government reorganization

(mo) The Lee Jae Myung administration has finalized a

sweeping government reorganization plan aimed at

reforming the prosecution service and restructuring

key ministries.

Endorsed by the ruling Democratic Party (DP), the

government, and the presidential office, the plan

dismantles the Prosecution Service and replaces it with

two new agencies—one handling indictments under

the justice ministry and another overseeing

investigations under the interior ministry. A task force

under the prime minister will supervise the transition,

which will begin one year after parliamentary approval,

reflecting Lee’s drive to curb prosecutorial power and

end politically motivated investigations.

The reorganization also strips the finance ministry of

its budget planning authority, transferring it to a new

prime minister-supervised agency responsible for

budget allocation and long-term development

strategies. This change is designed to promote

balanced financial oversight, as the ministry has long

been criticized for wielding excessive influence over

economic and fiscal policy. Some responsibilities of the
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Financial Services Commission will also shift to the

finance ministry.

Further measures include expanding the environment

ministry to oversee energy policy (see article below),

elevating the statistics and patent offices,

strengthening support for artificial intelligence

development, tightening industrial accident

prevention, and renaming the gender ministry to

emphasize gender equality and family policy.

Moreover, South Korea’s unification ministry has

dismantled a division dedicated to supporting North

Korean defectors’ employment and entrepreneurship,

framing it as part of broader restructuring to restore

programs focused on inter-Korean ties.

Overall, the reorganization is presented as an effort to

reduce the state’s financial burden while building a

more balanced and efficient governance structure.

Still, disputes remain within the ruling party over the

jurisdiction of the new investigative agencies, and

critics warn the overhaul could spark constitutional

challenges and deepen political divides. A Legal Times

poll last month found only 19.3 percent of legal

professionals supported the reform, while nearly half

opposed it. [Yonhap] [North Korean News]

[ConstitutionNet]

South Korea: Climate ministry centralizes

control over development, energy pricing,

and emissions policy

(mo) The newly created Ministry of Climate, Energy and

Environment is set to become one of the most

powerful government bodies by consolidating

functions previously spread across several ministries.

It will now oversee environmental impact assessments,

with the authority to approve or block major

development projects, and take sole control of

electricity rate decisions, a responsibility formerly

shared by the finance and industry ministries.

The establishment of the country’s National

Greenhouse Gas Reduction Target will also be in the

hands of the ministry, which determines limits on fossil

fuels, nuclear energy, and renewables. In addition, it

will absorb existing “integrated water management”

functions, giving it simultaneous control over

environment, water, and energy policy.
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Experts warn that this centralization creates a powerful

ministry with few external checks. [The Chosun Daily]

South Korea: Luxury goods seized from

First Lady’s family home amid bribery

probes

(mo/ms) The corruption probe surrounding former

first lady Kim Keon-hee has deepened after

investigators seized luxury watches and jewelry during

a raid on a nursing home operated by her family in

Namyangju, Gyeonggi Province.

The special counsel team led by Min Joong-ki said on

September 9 that the search uncovered Rolex and

Cartier watches, diamond rings, and other valuables

stored in the facility’s safe. The discovery comes weeks

after investigators found a gold turtle figurine at the

same site, allegedly given as a bribe by a former

education official seeking a government post.

Authorities suspect the newly seized luxury items may

also represent illicit gifts connected to influence-

peddling requests. Investigators are tracing purchase

records to determine their origins.

Kim’s representatives, however, insist the items belong

to her younger brother, calling them “wedding

accessories” left in the nursing home’s safe before he

relocated to Southeast Asia.

The latest raid adds pressure to Kim, who was indicted

early September on bribery and stock fraud charges

linked to the December 2024 martial law crisis that

toppled her husband, former President Yoon Suk Yeol.

Yoon remains jailed on insurrection charges.

The investigation has also ensnared Kim’s close

associate, shaman Jeon Seong-bae, who was indicted

on bribery charges September 8, accused of delivering

luxury gifts from the Unification Church to Kim and

soliciting favors from Yoon’s administration. [Chosun

Daily ] [The Star]

Meanwhile, President Lee Jae-myung has intervened

directly, ordering countermeasures after prosecutors

admitted to losing key evidence in another bribery

case linked to the former first lady. Cash bundles

confiscated last December from a shaman’s home had

been marked with Bank of Korea stickers and notes

identifying tally dates and inspectors—but those

identifiers have since disappeared. Their loss has

prevented prosecutors from tracing the funds’ origin,
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raising suspicions of mismanagement and

undermining confidence in the probe.

The twin developments highlight both the legal and

political stakes of the ongoing investigation, which has

already ensnared former presidential associates and

intensified scrutiny of prosecutorial integrity. [Yonhap]

South Korea: Leaders of minor Rebuilding

Korea Party resign over handling of sexual

misconduct cases

(ms) The Rebuilding Korea Party, a small opposition

group founded by former Justice Minister Cho Kuk, has

been thrown into turmoil after its entire leadership

stepped down amid growing outrage over the party’s

handling of multiple sexual misconduct and workplace

bullying scandals.

The Rebuilding Korea Party has drawn attention since

Cho’s return to politics earlier this year following a

presidential pardon. It has positioned itself as a

reformist alternative but now faces a major credibility

crisis.

On September 7, acting leader Kim Sun-min and all

members of the party’s supreme council announced

their resignations, just days after spokesperson Kang

Mi-jeong quit in protest of what she called a “lukewarm

response” to the allegations. At least ten members are

believed to have been victims, with one senior official

sued for sexual assault and another suspended for

sexual harassment and bullying.

The scandals date back to last year and involve

misconduct by party officials in positions of

responsibility. In April, the party expelled one official

accused of sexual assault, while another was given a

one-year suspension. Critics, however, argue that

these measures were inadequate and that the

leadership failed to properly support victims or enforce

accountability.

The mass resignations have left the party without a

functioning leadership body. Lawmakers have agreed

to shift to an emergency system and are set to elect an

emergency committee chairperson on September 11.

Until then, party affairs remain in limbo. [The Chosun

Daily] [The Korea Times]
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South Korea: Government rolls out new

steps to rein in property prices

(mo) South Korea has introduced new measures to

rein in property prices after earlier steps failed to

sufficiently cool demand and raised central bank

concerns over rising mortgage debt. The loan-to-value

(LTV) cap on mortgages will be reduced from 50

percent to 40 percent for homes in four Seoul districts.

Household debt has continued to climb, heightening

financial stability risks. President Lee Jae Myung, who

assumed office in June pledging to lower living costs

and reduce inequality, faces challenges as rapidly

rising home prices threaten to undermine his agenda.

The government also announced plans to begin

construction of 1.35 million new homes by 2030, nearly

double the number of new homes built over the past

three years. In addition, regulations will be eased to

accelerate the redevelopment of aging residential

buildings, and a new agency will be established to

oversee and investigate property-related crimes. These

steps signal a strong government effort to stabilize the

housing market while addressing financial and social

pressures linked to soaring property values.

[Bloomberg]

South Korea: Ministry of Agriculture seeks

to boost agro-food exports amid U.S. trade

pressure

(mo) South Korea’s agriculture minister has

emphasized the need to strengthen the

competitiveness of the nation’s agro-food industry and

broaden export markets to protect domestic

producers amid mounting U.S. pressure.

The Trump administration has reportedly urged Seoul

to accelerate sanitary and phytosanitary (SPS)

approvals for American products, including apples and

blueberries. The minister highlighted that, under the

free trade framework, increased imports of foreign

agro-food products are unavoidable, and domestic

firms must be prepared to face intensified

competition.

As part of its long-term agenda, South Korea aims to

raise annual food exports to USD 15 billion by 2030. In

2025, the country plans to commence exports of

premium Korean beef to Singapore, marking the

eighth market for its high-end beef after Hong Kong,

Macau, Malaysia, Cambodia, Mongolia, Laos, and the

UAE. To support these ambitions, the Ministry of
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Agriculture, Food and Rural Affairs has requested a

record USD 14.4 billion budget for next year,

earmarked for export promotion, food security, and

the sustainable development of the country’s

agricultural sector. [Yonhap]

South Korea: Energy storage boosted with

deal with U.S. company

(mo) South Korea’s industry is stepping up efforts to

stabilize its energy and battery supply chains, with SK

On—one of the country’s largest conglomerates and a

leading global EV battery producer—signing a supply

agreement with U.S.-based Flatiron Energy

Development.

Under the deal, SK On will provide up to 7.2 gigawatt

hours (GWh) of lithium iron phosphate (LFP) batteries

for energy storage systems (ESS) between 2026 and

2030. The order marks SK On’s first dedicated supply

of LFP batteries for ESS.

Mass production is scheduled to begin in the second

half of 2026, with SK On planning to convert portions

of its EV battery production lines in Georgia to ESS

output, while also establishing domestic LFP

production facilities in South Korea.

The shift underscores a broader industry trend in

which major battery makers are expanding into energy

storage to counter slowing EV demand. In July, LG

Energy Solution announced plans to ramp up ESS

production in response to new U.S. tariffs and the

looming expiration of federal EV subsidies, both of

which are expected to dampen EV sales through 2026.

[Reuters]

South Korea: LG Energy Solution secures

long-term EV battery contracts with

Mercedes-Benz

(mo) LG Energy Solution—one of the world’s largest

producers of lithium-ion batteries—has secured orders

from Mercedes-Benz AG to supply electric vehicle (EV)

batteries, committing 32 gigawatt-hours (GWh) by 2035

and a total of 75 GWh through 2037, according to

company filings. Contract values were not disclosed,

and further details remain confidential. These deals

follow a 50.5 GWh order placed by Mercedes-Benz in

October 2024.

https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-gpkruy-l-ki/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-gpkruy-l-kd/


LG Energy Solution is expanding its production

footprint in the U.S. and Europe, supplying major

automakers including Tesla, General Motors, and

Mercedes-Benz. This strategy aims to support global

EV supply chain diversification and reduce dependence

on China, reinforcing South Korea’s role as a key player

in the international EV battery market.

In addition, LG announced plans to establish its second

research and development center in Silicon Valley. The

facility will focus on next-generation technologies such

as artificial intelligence and robotics, serving as a hub

for the company’s AI Transformation (AX) and Robotics

Transformation (RX) initiatives.

Research will emphasize robot foundation models,

simulation-based learning, and industrial applications.

Guided by leading AI experts, LG CNS aims to develop

intelligent robots capable of real-world operations,

moving beyond hardware-centered robotics. LG is also

enhancing its AI capabilities through partnerships with

global tech companies, including Canada’s Cohere.

[DealSite] [Reuters] [The Korea Herald]

South Korea: LS Electric secures U.S. AI

data center contract

(mo) LS Electric, a leading power solutions provider,

announced it has secured a 46 million USD contract to

supply distribution solutions for a U.S. hyperscale AI

data center project commissioned by a major global

tech company. Due to contractual confidentiality,

neither the client nor the project’s full scale has been

disclosed.

Under the agreement, LS Electric will deliver

switchgear packages for gas-powered facilities within a

microgrid system, ensuring stable electricity supply to

the data center. Deliveries are scheduled to take place

between February and July of next year.

The deal comes as demand for AI and cloud services

fuels a wave of U.S. data center expansion, prompting

operators to adopt distributed-energy microgrids to

ease reliance on aging transmission networks. LS

Electric plans to leverage the project to expand its

North American footprint. The company, which already

holds UL certification, has been strengthening its

presence through projects tied to Korean

conglomerates’ U.S. investments.

Last year, LS Electric recorded more than 900 million

USD in North American sales, over 70 percent of which
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came from switchgear, breakers, and other

distribution systems. [The Korea Herald]

South Korea: 500,000 drone warriors to be

trained

(mo) The defense ministry has announced a major

initiative to train 500,000 troops in drone operations,

highlighting the rising strategic importance of

unmanned systems and the country’s push to grow its

domestic drone industry. Defense Minister unveiled

the plan at the 36th Infantry Division, which will serve

as the military’s first dedicated drone training hub.

Around USD 15 million from the 2026 defense budget

will fund thousands of locally produced training

drones, expand training infrastructure, and develop

professional instruction programs.

Pilot courses will begin later this year across all

branches, with the 36th Division serving as a model for

emerging technologies, including AI-enhanced drones

and counter-drone systems. The Army plans to convert

underused facilities into drone training fields and is

considering specialized units to trial small drones and

counter-drone technologies for varied missions.

Recent demonstrations showcased SUV-mounted

electromagnetic pulse guns capable of downing

multiple drones, kamikaze drones, and grenade-

dropping quadcopters. The Army aims to expand its

drone inventory from roughly 300 training units today

to over 50,000, equipping every squad with multiple

drones without assigning individual liability for losses.

The initiative reflects a global shift in modern warfare,

where drones are evolving from auxiliary tools into

decisive assets, as seen in conflicts in Ukraine and the

Middle East. The program also addresses North

Korea’s rapid drone development, including AI-

powered explosive drones and large reconnaissance

UAVs, underscoring the growing centrality of

unmanned and AI-driven systems in regional military

strategies. [ChosonDaily] [The Korea Times] [Korea

BizWire] [The Korea Herald]

South Korea: Court upholds exclusion of

lawyer in drone incursion probe

(mo) Former Drone Operations Commander,

investigated for his alleged involvement in the

Pyongyang drone incursion, challenged the
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Insurrection Special Counsel Team’s decision to bar

one of his lawyers from interrogations, claiming it

infringed on his right to counsel.

On September 8, the Seoul Central District Court

dismissed his motion for reconsideration, ruling that

the lawyer’s participation carried a clear risk of leaking

investigative and military secrets. The court also

rejected Kim’s bid to cancel or suspend the attendance

order, noting such actions are not subject to

reconsideration under the Criminal Procedure Act,

thereby affirming the special counsel team’s decision

and prioritizing the protection of investigative

confidentiality. [The Chosun Daily]

South Korea: Nipah Virus designated as

highest risk disease

(mo) South Korea’s KDCA has classified Nipah Virus

infection as a Level 1 legally notifiable disease, the

highest risk category and the first such designation

since COVID-19. This requires strict measures like

reporting, isolation, and contact tracing.

Nipah Virus, carried by fruit bats, has a fatality rate of

up to 75 percent and no vaccine or specific treatment.

It can spread through contaminated food, pigs, or

direct contact, causing symptoms from fever and

headache to encephalitis and coma.

First detected in Malaysia in 1998, it continues to cause

outbreaks in India and Bangladesh, now designated as

quarantine-managed regions. [The Chosun Daily]

Taiwan: Former Taipei Mayor Ko Wen-je

granted bail in controversial corruption

case

(dql/yl) Ko Wen-je, the former Taipei Mayor and

Chairman of the opposition Taiwan People's Party

(TPP) released by the Taipei District Court on

September 8, bringing an end to his year-long

incommunicado detention as he faces trial for

corruption. [Focus Taiwan 1]

In an earlier move the court approved on September 4

bail for Ko, setting the amount at NTD 70 million (USD

2.89 million). Bail was also granted to former Taipei city

councilor Angela Ying, with a bail at USD 985.000.  
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Ko and Ying are the final defendants still in detention

in the Core Pacific City corruption case, whose original

detention was scheduled to expire on October 1. The

court held hearings following the early completion of

witness testimony to determine whether to extend

their confinement.

The Taiwan People’s Party (TPP)—founded by Ko in

2019—hailed the decision as a restoration of Ko’s right

to a fair trial, while acknowledging that the high bail

could pose practical challenges. Party officials stressed

that facilitating Ko’s release remained the immediate

priority, framing the case as politically motivated.

[Taipei Times]

Earlier, during his appeal for bail, Ko—who had been

detained for over a year—reiterated that the case was

politically motivated and criticized what he described

as inhumane treatment. He argued that no substantial

evidence had emerged during his time in custody and

condemned the wrongful detention of his associates.

[Focus Taiwan 2]

The case centers on allegations of bribery, abuse of

power, and financial misconduct tied to the

redevelopment of the Core Pacific City commercial

complex in Taipei. Ko, along with other officials are

accused of granting the developer, Core Pacific Group,

favorable treatment during his tenure from 2014 to

2022. Key allegations include approving a significant

increase in the project's floor area ratio—from 560

percent to 840 percent—which prosecutors argue was

an improper benefit to the developer. Ko is also

accused of accepting bribes exceeding USD 500,000

related to the project and misusing political donations

totaling more than USD 2 million.

Taiwan: Lawmaker Lo Chih-Chiang set to

run in main opposition party chair

election 

(acl) On September 7, main opposition party

(Kuomintang, KMT) legislator Lo Chih-Chiang confirmed

his eligibility to run in the party’s chair election next

month and announced plans for a nationwide

campaign tour.

Lo’s eligibility was in question, as candidates must hold

a seat on the Central Committee or Central Advisory

Committee. On September 6, aides to outgoing

Chairman Eric Chu confirmed that Chu plans to

appoint Lo to the advisory committee, clearing the way

for his candidacy.
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The KMT will elect its new leader on October 18

following Chu’s decision to step down. While Taichung

Mayor Lu Shiow-Yen has declined to run, other

potential candidates include Sun Yat-Sen School

President Chang Ya-Chung, former Changhua County

Magistrate Cho Po-Yuan, and former legislator Cheng

Li-Wun.

If elected, Lo has pledged to work toward removing

President Lai Ching-te of the ruling Democratic

Progressive Party (DPP) from office, aiming to restore

fairness for what he calls “victims” of political

persecution and to “bring democracy back on track.”

He also expressed support for suspended KMT Taipei

branch chief Huang Lu Chin-Ru, who faces legal action

for her involvement in a forged recall petition against

two DPP lawmakers, as well as opposition Taiwan

People’s Party founder Ko Wen-Je, who is currently on

trial in a corruption case (see article above). [Focus

Taiwan] [Taipei Times]

The KMT party leadership election is widely seen as

pivotal for its future direction following its defeat in

Taiwan’s 2024 presidential race. The election will

determine not only who leads the party but also how

the KMT redefines its political strategy in the face of

shifting voter demographics, a stronger Democratic

Progressive Party (DPP), and growing competition from

the Taiwan People’s Party (TPP). For the KMT, the

challenge lies in balancing its traditional conciliatory

China stance with the need to appeal to younger, more

Taiwan-centered voters. 

Taiwan: Four parties form historic alliance

ahead of 2026 local lections

(dql) Taiwan’s New Power Party (NPP), Taiwan

Statebuilding Party, Taiwan Obasang Political Equality

Party, and Green Party Taiwan have announced a

historic alliance to contest the 2026 local elections. At a

press event, leaders of the four parties signed a joint

declaration emphasizing Taiwan’s sovereignty, national

defense, wealth redistribution, environmental

protection, and energy transition.

The alliance criticized both the ruling Democratic

Progressive Party (DPP) and the main opposition party,

the Kuomintang (KMT), for framing politics solely

around the independence-unification divide while

neglecting practical governance issues. It also aims to

challenge the second opposition party, the Taiwan

People’s Party (TPP), labeled opportunistic, and the

KMT, described as disorderly.
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According to the parties, this marks the first multi-

party alliance of its kind in Taiwan, designed to

strengthen democracy, coordinate nominations to

maximize local council representation, and offer voters

new choices, including potential mayoral and

magistrate candidates. Leaders highlighted the alliance

as a product of a year of dialogue and relationship-

building, intended to rebuild public trust and foster

bottom-up political reform. [Focus Taiwan]

Taiwan: Government to allocate social

housing units for young families 

(acl) The Executive Yuan, Taiwan’s Cabinet, approved a

plan to reserve more than 11,000 social housing units

for newly married couples and families with young

children by 2028, aiming to reduce the financial

burden on younger households.

The initiative, which takes effect in 2026, targets

couples married less than two years and families with

preschool-aged children. Beneficiaries will be able to

reside in these units for up to 12 years—double the

standard social housing limit. Approximately 1,000

units will become available this year, with the

remaining 10,000 slated for release by 2028.

Beyond housing, eligible tenants renting through

government-approved management companies can

receive annual repair grants of up to USD 195. The

program also expands existing rental subsidies for

newlyweds and families with infants.

Government projections suggest that around 438,000

households could benefit, with the total cost estimated

at USD 879,000.

The program follows Premier Cho Jung-Tai’s

announcement that policy focus would shift toward

supporting young people in the wake of recent

unsuccessful recall campaigns. [Focus Taiwan] [Taiwan

News]

Taiwan: More flexible parental and family

care leave to be introduced 

(acl) Taiwan’s Ministry of Labor (MOL) has announced

that starting next year, workers will be able to take

parental leave on a daily basis and family care leave by

the hour, allowing greater adaptability for urgent or

short-term caregiving needs.
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The reform forms part of a broader government

strategy to address the country’s declining birth rate,

which also includes measures such as providing social

housing for newly married couples and families with

young children. Data from the National Development

Council indicate that Taiwan recorded 134,856 births in

2024, with the number expected to decline to 129,897

this year.

Under the current system, parents of children under

three can take parental leave in month-long blocks for

up to two years, while family care leave—drawn from

14 days of personal leave—must be used in full-day

increments, up to seven days annually.

The updated rules allow up to 30 days of parental

leave to be taken one day at a time, while the

remaining 23 months of entitlement remain available

in monthly segments. Family care leave, applicable for

any dependent family member, can now be taken

hourly for a maximum of seven days per year.

To incentivize uptake, small businesses with fewer

than 30 employees will receive a subsidy of USD 32 for

each day of family care leave taken. The MOL has

earmarked USD 16.3 million for these payments, with

an estimated 10 million workers expected to benefit.

The ministry warned that employers who deny or

obstruct parental leave could face fines up to nearly

USD 10,000. [Focus Taiwan] [Taiwan News]

Taiwan: Authorities clarify submarine

cable faults

(yl) Chunghwa Telecom—Taiwan’s largest

telecommunications company—reassured the public

that all submarine cables it manages or has invested in

remain fully operational, dismissing online reports of

widespread failures affecting Taiwan.

The company clarified that earlier domestic faults

under its management have been repaired, and its 14

international cables, supported by satellite backups,

continue to provide stable connectivity. [Focus Taiwan]

Taiwan’s Ministry of Digital Affairs, meanwhile,

confirmed that three international cables have been

out of service since July, with repairs scheduled

through November. A September 1 fault occurred

between the Philippines and Singapore, leaving the

Taiwan segment unaffected. Officials emphasized that

backup routes have maintained uninterrupted external

connectivity.  [Taiwan News]
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Taiwan: Coast Guard receives fourth

1,000-ton cutter

(dql) Taiwan’s Coast Guard Administration (CGA) took

delivery of its fourth 1,000-ton class patrol cutter,

Hualien. The vessel, one of six commissioned under

the CGA’s procurement program, measures 98.5

meters in length, 13.2 meters in width, and can reach a

maximum speed of 24 knots (44 kph).

Hualien is equipped with the Zhenhai rocket system,

capable of carrying 42 rockets or flares for nighttime

search-and-rescue operations, two high-speed

lifeboats (35 knots) for maritime law enforcement and

anti-smuggling missions, and a helicopter deck

designed to remain operational in winds up to 38 kph.

The fifth cutter, Penghu, is scheduled for delivery later,

with the final ship expected in 2027. [Taipei Times]
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Bangladesh: Tribunal amendment adds

pressure on banned party of ousted ex-

prime minister

(lm/mon) Bangladesh’s interim government has

approved a draft amendment to the International

Crimes Tribunal Ordinance, 2025, that would bar

anyone formally charged by the International Crimes

Tribunal (ICT) from contesting elections, holding public
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office, or seeking government employment. The

tribunal, established in 2010 to prosecute atrocities

committed during the 1971 Liberation War, has

already taken cognizance of charges against 62

individuals in five cases, including ousted prime

minister Sheikh Hasina, former home minister

Asaduzzaman Khan Kamal, and former police chief

Chowdhury Abdullah Al-Mamun, who later testified as

a state witness. The new provision, introduced under

section 20(c) of the International Crimes Tribunal Act of

1973, would apply to both national and local positions,

including members of parliament, mayors,

commissioners, and administrators. Acquitted

individuals would no longer face disqualification.

Officials argue that crimes against humanity under

investigation in the aftermath of the 2024 uprising,

which forced Hasina from office, require exceptional

treatment. They stress that charges are filed only when

supported by substantial evidence and point to article

47(A) of the constitution, which already limits certain

rights of individuals accused of such crimes.

Supporters, including the head of the Electoral Reform

Commission, contend that those accused under the

tribunal’s mandate should not be treated as ordinary

offenders. Prominent jurists, however, warn that the

amendment undermines fundamental principles of

criminal law and due process. They argue that

disqualification on the basis of charges alone erodes

constitutional guarantees, international human rights

standards, and the presumption of innocence, raising

concerns that the tribunal could be used as a political

tool. [The Daily Star]

The broader political context highlights the immediate

implications of this move. The Awami League,

Bangladesh’s historically dominant party, remains

banned and unregistered following the 2024 uprising.

Its activities were prohibited under the Anti-Terrorism

Act in May ,and its registration was suspended by the

Election Commission later the same month, pending

tribunal proceedings. With many of its senior leaders

already charged or under investigation, the

amendment would further narrow what remains of the

party’s political space.

At the same time, Bangladesh’s Election Commission

has finalized a draft amendment to the Representation

of the People Order (RPO), 2025, and submitted it to

the law ministry. The package introduces 46 changes

designed to strengthen electoral credibility ahead of

the 2026 parliamentary elections. Among the most

significant are provisions barring fugitives from

candidacy, mandating the submission of full income

tax returns and disclosure of domestic and overseas

assets, and empowering the Commission to annul
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parliamentary membership if affidavits are found to

contain false information.

The definition of law enforcement is expanded to

include the armed forces, reversing a 2008 change that

had limited them to strike-force roles in the past three

general elections. Presiding officers would gain

unilateral authority to stop polling if ballot boxes are

tampered with or if disruptions make the result

unverifiable. The amendments also raise the candidate

security deposit from BDT 20,000 (about USD 160) to

BDT 50,000 (about USD 410), restrict candidates in

alliance races to their own party symbols, and

disqualify individuals holding leadership positions in

educational institutions within their constituencies.

To address concerns about uncontested races, the

amendment introduces a “No Vote” option in single-

candidate constituencies. If “No Vote” secures more

ballots than the sole candidate, the election will be re-

run once; if only one candidate remains again, that

candidate will automatically be declared elected.

According to the Election Commission, these measures

are intended to increase transparency, reduce

manipulation, and restore confidence in the electoral

process. The draft is currently under review by the law

ministry and will require approval from the council of

advisers and promulgation by the president before

coming into effect. [UNB]

Bangladesh: Government forms oversight

committee as tribunal advances trials

over 2024 uprising crackdown

(lm) Bangladesh has taken parallel steps to address

accountability for the July 2024 student-led uprising,

which toppled the Awami League government of

longtime Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina and resulted in

numerous deaths.

The Ministry of Law, Justice, and Parliamentary Affairs

has formed a seven-member committee to expedite

prosecutions in murder and other serious cases linked

to the protests. The committee will compile a list of

pending cases, identify obstacles to prosecution, and

recommend measures to safeguard victims and

witnesses. Cases already under trial at the

International Crimes Tribunal (ICT) – a special

Bangladeshi court originally established to try crimes

against humanity from the 1971 Liberation War and

later tasked with addressing grave political violence –

will remain outside its jurisdiction. [Dhaka Tribune]

[The Daily Star 1]
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At the ICT in Dhaka, proceedings against Hasina, ex–

home minister Asaduzzaman Khan Kamal, and other

senior figures are continuing. Former inspector general

of police Chowdhury Abdullah Al-Mamun, who pleaded

guilty and turned approver, was cross-examined about

his role in the crackdown. He testified that although he

considered the student movement lawful, he acted

under government orders to suppress it. He added

that dispersing protests could be legal, but firing on

demonstrators was not. He also said he received

contractual extensions as police chief, which he

claimed were aimed at concealing internal divisions

within the force.

Mamun stated that no written orders to open fire were

issued but maintained that instructions came verbally

from senior leadership, including Hasina and Kamal.

He rejected claims that killings were carried out

without his knowledge, while disputing the defense’s

figure of 700 police deaths, citing the official toll of 44.

Defence lawyers questioned him about his past

conduct, including alleged election irregularities in

2018, and argued that Hasina and Kamal had not

authorized the use of drones or lethal weapons.

Mamun replied that “they gave instructions,” though

he acknowledged the absence of written orders. [The

Daily Star 2]

Other witnesses have also described the events. A

police sub-inspector testified that he and colleagues

were threatened with dismissal if they refused to fire

on protesters on August 5, 2024. Civilian witnesses

from Chattogram and Gazipur recounted armed

attacks and extrajudicial killings, alleging involvement

by ruling party leaders and police. [The Daily Star 3]

Bangladesh: Commission advances reform

blueprint with parties divided over

implementation and referendum plan

(lm) The National Consensus Commission (NCC),

established by the interim government after the fall of

the Awami League regime in August last year, is

advancing toward finalizing and implementing the July

Charter, a broad reform blueprint intended to serve as

a consensus roadmap for future governance.

On September 7, experts presented recommendations

on implementation, followed by a commission review

the next day. That meeting, attended by Vice President

Ali Riaz and other senior members, analyzed expert

input and party feedback, and set the stage for formal

consultations with political parties scheduled for later

this week, September 11. These will mark the NCC’s
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fourth round of talks, following earlier phases that

identified key issues, built consensus, and reviewed

the draft charter. [Dhaka Tribune] [The Daily Star 1]

84 reform proposals have been agreed upon, covering

both legal and constitutional reforms. Non-

constitutional measures are expected to be carried out

through ordinances, government orders, or

amendments to existing laws. However, the most

complex proposals involve constitutional changes,

including limits on prime ministerial terms, presidential

powers, and reforms to the Election Commission. To

address these, the NCC is weighing a Special

Constitutional Order as a possible mechanism. Central

to its recommendations is also a plan to hold a

national referendum on creating an upper house of

parliament, which could be scheduled before or

alongside the next general election. [The Daily Star 2]

Earlier options such as seeking an advisory opinion

from the Supreme Court or holding a wider

referendum on the entire blueprint were set aside due

to timing and political risks. The commission has also

revised contentious provisions to broaden consensus:

the original clause that the charter would override the

constitution was softened to specify that it prevails

only where amendments are necessary, while a

proposed pledge granting the Supreme Court’s

Appellate Division exclusive interpretive authority was

dropped. A clause barring all legal challenges has been

amended to preserve citizens’ rights to petition,

though signatory parties themselves would not be able

to contest the blueprint in court.

Political parties remain divided on the method and

timing of implementation. The Bangladesh Nationalist

Party (BNP), one of the country’s two historically

dominant parties and the chief rival of the ousted

Awami League, has called for constitutional

amendments to be completed within two years of the

next parliament. Jamaat-e-Islami, Bangladesh’s largest

Islamist party, long controversial for its role in the 1971

Liberation War, supports adoption through a

presidential proclamation or referendum. [BSS News]

The National Citizen Party (NCP), a newly formed party

rooted in the student-led movements that drove last

year’s uprising, advocates for a Constituent Assembly.

Islami Andolan, a conservative Islamist party with

growing grassroots influence, has signaled support.

Several other parties remain cautious, citing

constitutional and political concerns. The NCC has

emphasized that the July Charter will not override the

constitution or existing laws, and has pledged to

incorporate the entire document into the

constitutional framework. [The Daily Star 3]
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Bangladesh: Courts struggle with severe

judge shortage as case backlog mounts

(lm) Bangladesh is facing one of the lowest judge-to-

population ratios in South Asia, with only 2,307 judges

serving 180 million people — one judge for every

78,023 citizens. This shortage has left the Supreme

Court and lower courts burdened with a backlog of

more than 4.65 million cases, delaying justice for

thousands of litigants. Each judge now manages an

average of 2,016 cases, while the Appellate Division’s

seven judges are handling 37,000 cases.

By comparison, neighboring countries fare slightly

better: India has one judge per 68,775 citizens,

Pakistan one per 81,417, Nepal one per 63,000, and Sri

Lanka one per 55,000. The Maldives and Bhutan rank

highest regionally, while Afghanistan has the weakest

ratio. Globally, Bangladesh’s numbers lag far behind

developed countries such as the United States (one

judge per 6,667) and the United Kingdom (one per

13,140).

Recent steps, including the appointment of 25 High

Court judges, have yet to ease the pressure, as some

remain inactive due to leave or suspension after

protests. The Judiciary Reform Commission has called

for expanding the number of lower court judges from

around 2,000 to at least 6,000 to bring the caseload to

a manageable level. The Supreme Court has set up 13

monitoring committees, and the Law Ministry is

finalizing the appointment of around 100 additional

lower court judges.

Legal experts argue that immediate recruitment of at

least 1,000 judges is needed, alongside systemic

reforms such as centralized case management and

stricter time limits for hearings. Without such

measures, the backlog is expected to persist in the

short term. [The Daily Star]

Bangladesh: Student-led party seeks

registration and expat voting rights

(lm) The National Citizen Party (NCP), Bangladesh’s first

student-led political party, has asked the Election

Commission to confirm its registration and clarify

provisions for expatriate voting. Formed in February

out of the Students Against Discrimination and Jatiya

Nagorik Committee—both central to the July 2024

uprising that ousted Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina—
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the NCP has since emerged as a key force alongside

the main opposition Bangladesh Nationalist Party

(BNP) and the Islamist party Jamaat-e-Islami.

Election officials told the party that field-level

verification of its application is complete and that a

decision is expected by the end of September. With

general elections due in February 2026, the NCP

stressed the need to be included in pre-election

dialogues with registered parties.

It also called for voting rights for Bangladesh’s large

diaspora, noting their political influence and critical

role in sustaining the economy through remittances.

[The Daily Star]

Bangladesh: First student union elections

under caretaker government seen as test

of neutrality

(lm) Dhaka University held elections on September 9

for the Dhaka University Central Students’ Union

(DUCSU) and associated hall unions, the first such polls

under the interim government of Muhammad Yunus.

With 39,775 registered voters and 471 candidates

contesting 28 central posts, the elections were closely

watched as an indicator of the caretaker

administration’s ability to conduct orderly and credible

polls.

Dhaka University, founded in 1921 and regarded as the

country’s premier public university, has historically

been central to political life in Bangladesh, serving as

the birthplace of major national movements including

the 1952 Language Movement—when students

protested for Bangla to be recognized as a state

language of then-Pakistan, an event that became a

cornerstone of Bangladeshi identity—the Liberation

War of 1971, when the country fought a nine-month

struggle to achieve independence from Pakistan, and

multiple anti-authoritarian uprisings.

But the election carries exceptional weight in

Bangladesh’s political history. DUCSU has been

dormant or dominated by ruling-party student wings

for decades, with the last significant election in 1990

and a controversial vote in 2019 marred by allegations

of intimidation. The July 2024 student-led uprising that

toppled longtime Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina

transformed the political landscape, galvanizing

demands for banning partisan student groups and

restoring democratic union activity across campuses.

Many leading candidates in 2025 are former protest

organizers, and campaigns have centered on issues
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such as curriculum reform, digital inclusion, and

mental health, rather than patronage or coercion.

This year’s ballot drew record competition for the top

positions of vice-president and general secretary, with

candidates backed by student fronts of the Bangladesh

Nationalist Party (BNP), the historical archrival of

Hasina’s Awami League; Jamaat-e-Islami, a former ally

of the BNP and the country’s single-largest Islamist

party; and the newly formed, student-led National

Citizen Party, as well as independents emerging from

the protest movement.

Beyond Dhaka, student union polls are scheduled at

Jahangirnagar University, Rajshahi University, and

Chittagong University in the coming weeks, signaling a

broader revival of student politics after more than

three decades. [The Daily Star] [Dhaka Tribune]

Bangladesh: Supreme Court clears key

opposition figure in last prior conviction

(lm) Bangladesh’s Supreme Court on September 3

upheld a High Court verdict acquitting Bangladesh

Nationalist Party (BNP) acting chairman Tarique

Rahman, the exiled eldest son of former president

Ziaur Rahman and three-time prime minister Khaleda

Zia, former state minister Lutfozzaman Babar, and 47

others in two cases over the 2004 grenade attack on

an Awami League rally in Dhaka that killed at least 24

people and injured hundreds. Then-opposition leader

Sheikh Hasina, later prime minister until her ouster in

August 2024, narrowly survived the attack, which

became one of the most notorious political crimes in

the country’s history.

A six-member bench of the Appellate Division

dismissed the state’s appeal against the High Court’s

December 2024 acquittals. In its ruling, the court

expressed “serious doubt” over whether confessional

statements used in the original trial had been given

voluntarily, citing prolonged police custody, delayed

recording, and violations of procedural rules. The

judgment also expunged a High Court observation

suggesting a fresh investigation and ordered that any

accused still jailed be released.

With this verdict, Tarique has now been cleared of all

prior convictions, removing legal barriers to his

participation in elections. His lawyers said he could

return home by November or December. [The Daily

Star]
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Speaking against this backdrop, Foreign Affairs Adviser

Touhid Hossain confirmed that if Tarique decides to

return from London, the government will provide

necessary assistance with travel documents or

passport arrangements. [The Daily Star]

Bangladesh: Government extends

deadline for inquiry into attack on

student-led party rally

(lm) The government has extended until September 30

the deadline for the inquiry commission investigating

the violent attack on a National Citizen Party (NCP) rally

in Gopalganj on July 16, 2025. The commission was set

up on July 24 under the Commission of Inquiry Act of

1956. It was initially given three weeks to submit its

findings and recommendations to the Ministry of

Home Affairs but has now received its second

extension after two earlier deadlines lapsed. [Dhaka

Tribune]

Bangladesh: Anti-corruption body seeks

Interpol red notices for ousted ex-prime

minister and her son

(lm) Bangladesh’s Anti-Corruption Commission (ACC),

the state agency tasked with investigating graft and

abuse of office, has requested Interpol to issue red

notices against former prime minister Sheikh Hasina,

the long-serving Awami League leader ousted in

August 2024, and her son Sajeeb Wazed Joy, a U.S.-

based political figure long associated with her digital

policy initiatives.

According to media reports, Hasina has been residing

in India since her ouster in a mass uprising last year,

while Joy is based in the United States. Other family

members, including Hasina’s daughter Saima Wazed

Putul, known internationally for her work in autism

advocacy, and sister Sheikh Rehana, along with

Rehana’s children, were also named in the ACC’s

January cases.

The cases involve six plots in the Purbachal New Town

Project, a government housing scheme near Dhaka.

The ACC says Hasina and her family abused power by

taking 10-katha plots — about 673 square meters each

— in Sector 27 even though they were not eligible. On

July 31, two special courts in Dhaka formally charged

23 people, allowing the trials to proceed. [The Daily

Star]
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Bangladesh: Calls grow for legal

recognition and protection of informal

workers

(lm) Civil society groups and labor researchers are

urging the Bangladeshi government to amend the

2006 Labour Act to formally recognize informal

workers, who make up about 85 percent of the

national workforce across nearly 450 occupations.

These include domestic, home-based, transport, and

waste workers, many of whom face insecure jobs, low

and unstable incomes, and limited or no access to

social protection.

A new study presented in Dhaka found that more than

70 percent of informal workers earn less than BDT

20,000 (USD 164) per month, leaving most households

with little financial resilience. Savings are minimal, with

69 percent reporting they can set aside only BDT 1,000

(USD 8) or less monthly. Awareness of existing

government initiatives, such as the Universal Pension

Scheme and skills training programs, remains very low.

Speakers at the consultation highlighted the need for a

comprehensive database of informal workers, stronger

coordination among government institutions, targeted

social protection measures, and support for

unionization. They also called for ratification of

relevant International Labor Organization conventions

and for informal workers’ rights to be reflected in

political party manifestos ahead of national elections.

[The Daily Star]

Bangladesh: Minority rights group

demands new legal protections, warns of

hunger strike

(lm) The Minority Rights Movement, a student-led

advocacy group campaigning for the protection and

political inclusion of religious and ethnic minorities in

Bangladesh, has issued a 48-hour ultimatum to the

government and political parties. At a press conference

in Dhaka on September 8, the group demanded a

Minority Protection Act, an Anti-Discrimination Act,

proportional representation in parliament and state

bodies, and the creation of a dedicated Ministry of

Minority Affairs.

Leaders warned that India’s newly enacted

immigration law could encourage Bangladeshi

minorities to migrate, intensifying concerns about
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safety and identity. They criticized the interim

government and political parties for sidelining minority

issues in ongoing reform and election debates.

The group announced that if its demands are not met,

it will launch an indefinite hunger strike from

September 11 at divisional levels. It also condemned

recent remarks by the Home Affairs Adviser about

alcohol and cannabis at fairs near puja mandaps—

temporary pavilions or stages set up during Hindu

religious festivals—describing the comments as

offensive and demanding their withdrawal. [The Daily

Star]

Bangladesh: Central bank buys USD 995

million in 1.5 months to stabilize foreign

exchange market

(mon) Bangladesh Bank has purchased USD 995

million from commercial banks in eight auctions since

mid-July to stabilize the taka and provide liquidity for

remittance and export settlements. The latest auction

on September 2 saw the central bank acquire USD 47.5

million, bringing cumulative purchases since the

mechanism’s launch on July 13 to nearly USD 1 billion.

Earlier purchases included USD 313 million on July 15

and USD 149.5 million on August 28.

As of September 2, foreign reserves stood at USD

31.39 billion in gross terms and USD 26.40 billion

under the IMF’s Balance of Payments Manual 6 (BPM6)

standard. [UNB]

Bangladesh: Government launches USD

289 million rescue plan to merge five

troubled Islamic banks

(lm) The interim government has initiated its most

ambitious banking reform to date by moving to merge

five financially distressed Islamic lenders into a single

state-owned shariah-compliant institution, which

would become the country’s largest Islamic bank. The

plan, authorized under the newly enacted Bank

Resolution Ordinance 2025, involves BDT 352 billion

(USD 289 million), with BDT 202 billion (USD 166

million) to come from government funds and BDT 150

billion (USD 123 million) mobilized from institutional

sources and converted deposits.

The banks slated for consolidation are First Security

Islami Bank, Union Bank, Global Islami Bank, Social
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Islami Bank, and Exim Bank. The government argues

that merging them is the only viable alternative to

liquidation, after forensic audits by global firms

revealed extreme levels of non-performing loans:

96.37 percent at First Security Islami, 97.8 percent at

Union, 95 percent at Global Islami, 62.3 percent at

Social Islami, and 48.2 percent at Exim. Officials

stressed that liquidation would be more damaging to

the economy and pledged that employees’ jobs would

be safeguarded.

A six-member working committee will oversee the

process, which is expected to be largely completed

within six weeks. The decision follows years of

politically connected lending and weak oversight. Four

of the banks were previously controlled by the

Chattogram-based S Alam Group, a conglomerate

implicated in massive loan defaults, money laundering,

and the use of shell companies to siphon funds. Exim

Bank, meanwhile, was long dominated by Nazrul Islam

Mazumder, founder of Nassa Group and former

chairman of the Bangladesh Association of Banks, who

faces multiple corruption cases and allegations of

illegally amassing wealth.

The merger underscores the fragility of Bangladesh’s

banking system. According to an Asian Development

Bank report, defaulted loans reached 20.2 percent of

total lending in 2024, with distressed assets rising 28

percent year-on-year to USD 20.27 billion, making

Bangladesh the country with the most fragile banking

sector in Asia. [The Daily Star]

Bangladesh: Army dismantles insurgent

training camp in southeast border region

(mon) The Bangladesh Army has dismantled a training

camp of the Kuki-Chin National Army (KNA), an

insurgent group also known locally as the Bawm Party,

during a month-long operation in the remote Reng

Tlang area in Bandarban, a southeastern hill district

bordering Myanmar. The camp contained trenches,

bunkers, a firing range, and supplies such as uniforms,

wooden training rifles, walkie-talkie chargers, and solar

panels.

The KNA is the armed wing of the Kuki-Chin National

Front (KNF), which campaigns for autonomy for Kuki-

Chin communities in the Chittagong Hill Tracts — a

region with a history of ethnic conflict where the KNF

represents smaller groups such as the Bawm,

Pangkhua, and Khumi, rather than the larger Chakma

and Marma communities.
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Bangladeshi security forces intensified operations

against the KNF after April 2024, when the group was

blamed for coordinated bank robberies in Bandarban.

In July 2025, a raid in another part of Ruma killed two

KNF members and recovered firearms and

ammunition.

The latest operation is part of a broader

counterinsurgency effort aimed at dismantling militant

infrastructure and disrupting logistical networks.

Officials said the seizure of rations and

communications gear would weaken the group’s

capacity to regroup in the hill terrain. [bdnews24] [The

Daily Star] [BSS News]

Bangladesh: Army clarifies role ahead of

election, dismisses propaganda claims

The Bangladeshi army has stated it has not yet

received instructions from the Election Commission

regarding the upcoming national election but remains

prepared to carry out responsibilities if assigned. At a

press briefing in Dhaka Cantonment on September 8,

the Armed Forces Division’s director of military

operations said the army would continue to cooperate

with authorities to ensure a fair and secure vote.

He rejected rumors circulated on social media by

retired officers as “undesirable,” urging the public to

view them as propaganda. On law and order, he

reported that nearly 80 percent of lost firearms have

been recovered, with the remainder being traced to

help secure the election. He stressed the army’s policy

of zero tolerance toward mob violence, noting its

interventions in recent incidents, including one

targeting the home of a freedom fighter—a veteran of

the 1971 Liberation War that secured Bangladesh’s

independence—and another in Rajbari where a shrine

was attacked.

The officer also denied claims of non-cooperation with

the Enforced Disappearance Commission, saying all

summoned personnel had complied and would

continue to do so. On border security, he confirmed

that the army and intelligence agencies were

monitoring activity by the Arakan Army, an ethnic

armed group operating in Myanmar’s Rakhine State,

and smuggling networks, and were prepared to

respond jointly if needed. [Dhaka Tribune]
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Bangladesh: Police struggle to recover

looted firearms despite reward scheme

(lm) More than 1,300 firearms and 250,000 rounds of

ammunition looted during the July–August 2024

uprising – which culminated in the ouster of longtime

Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina – remain missing,

despite the home ministry’s announcement of rewards

for information late last month. The ministry had

offered up to BDT 500,000 (USD 4,100) for leads on

heavy weapons such as light machine guns, with

smaller amounts for rifles, pistols, and even individual

bullets, but police confirm no actionable tips have

been received.

Authorities fear many of the stolen weapons have

entered the criminal market, while others may have

been discarded in rivers or hidden to avoid

prosecution. The scale of missing arms—originally part

of the 5,753 firearms and 651,609 rounds of

ammunition looted after the ouster of Hasina’s Awami

League government on August 5, 2024—has raised

security concerns, particularly ahead of the upcoming

general election. [The Daily Star]

Bangladesh: Over 120 injured in religious

school clash in Chattogram district

(lm) Clashes broke out in Chattogram district, a major

port and commercial hub in southeastern Bangladesh,

after a social media post targeting the Hathazari

madrasa, a prominent Qawmi madrasa (traditional

Islamic seminary outside the state curriculum),

triggered fighting between its students and supporters

of a Jashne Julus procession, a public religious

celebration observed by sections of the Muslim

community. The violence began near a local bus stand

in the sub-district and continued until midnight, leaving

at least 120 people injured and buses vandalized.

Authorities imposed Section 144 restrictions, banning

gatherings until the following afternoon, while police

and army personnel were deployed to restore calm.

Hefazat-e-Islam Bangladesh, an Islamist organization

closely linked to Qawmi madrasas, condemned the

incident as a “terrorist attack.” In its statement, the

group accused Sunni activists allegedly backed by the

Awami League of ousted ex-Prime Minister Sheikh

Hasina of orchestrating the assault under the cover of

the procession. Hefazat alleged that the attackers

hurled stones, used abusive language, and assaulted

students, with more than 150 reported injured, some

critically. It also accused the police of deliberate
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inaction and warned that further provocations could

spark wider unrest, framing the incident as an attack

on all Qawmi institutions in the country. [The Daily Star

1] [The Daily Star 2]

Bangladesh: 59 police officers promoted

to senior superintendent rank

(lm) Bangladesh’s Ministry of Home Affairs has

promoted 59 assistant superintendents of police

(ASPs) to the rank of additional superintendents (Add

SPs). ASPs are entry-level gazetted officers in the

Bangladesh Police, while Add SPs hold a mid-level

supervisory rank responsible for district- and range-

level command functions. [Dhaka Tribune]

Bhutan: Ruling party secures by-election

with comfortable margin

(lm) The ruling People’s Democratic Party (PDP) has

won the by-election in Nubi-Tangsibji constituency of

Trongsa district, marking its first victory in this seat and

further consolidating its majority in the National

Assembly. The PDP candidate, Phuntsho Dendup,

secured 1,452 votes—57.37 percent of the total—

defeating Bhutan Tendrel Party (BTP) candidate Tashi

Samdrup, a veteran politician who had previously

served in both the National Council and the National

Assembly.

Trongsa, located in central Bhutan, is one of the

country’s historically significant districts, long regarded

as a political stronghold because Bhutan’s royal family

traces its origins there and many national leaders have

ties to the region. The PDP now holds 33 seats in the

lower house, while the opposition is reduced to 14.

[Kuensel 1] [Kuensel 2]

Bhutan: Ministry defends move to raise

school admission age to six

(lm) Bhutan’s Ministry of Education and Skills

Development has defended its decision to raise the

minimum school admission age to six, a policy shift

that has sparked political debate and parental concern.

The ministry said the reform, set to take effect from

the next academic year, brings “clarity and consistency”

by aligning with the National Education Policy (NEP)

2024. It reverses a 2020 decision by the previous Druk
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Nyamrup Tshogpa government that lowered the age to

five in order to align with the Gyalsung national service

program.

Critics argue the reversal reflects political maneuvering

and warn that repeated policy changes could

undermine stability in the education system. Parents

have also voiced concern that an extra year in early

childhood care and development (ECCD) centers will

add financial strain. In response, the ministry

announced one-time flexibility for the 2026 intake,

allowing children aged at least five years and six

months to enroll, and pledged to expand ECCD

services nationwide, including mobile and community-

based centers.

Officials stressed that the change reflects international

studies by organizations such as the OECD, UNESCO,

and UNICEF, which suggest play-based early childhood

care is more beneficial than structured academic

learning for children under six. They also pointed out

that countries with strong education systems, such as

Finland and Estonia, start formal schooling at six or

seven. Supporters within Bhutan’s teaching community

argue that children at six are better prepared

physically and mentally for structured learning, while

admitting five-year-olds often creates burdens for

parents and schools. [Kuensel]

Bhutan: National debt rises to USD 3.65

billion, exceeding GDP

(lm) Bhutan’s national debt stood at BTN 303.97 billion

(USD 3.65 billion) as of June 2025, equivalent to 100.5

percent of the country’s estimated gross domestic

product (GDP), according to the finance ministry. This

represents a rise of BTN 5.78 billion (USD 69.8 million),

or 1.9 percent, since March, and an increase of BTN

18.79 billion (USD 227 million), or 6.6 percent,

compared to a year earlier.

External liabilities dominated, totaling BTN 279.31

billion (USD 3.35 billion), or 92.3 percent of GDP, while

domestic borrowing stood at BTN 24.65 billion (USD

296 million), or 8.1 percent of GDP. Government debt

made up the largest share, tied to budgetary needs,

hydropower development, and loans on-lent to state-

owned corporations. Hydropower-related debt from

six major projects, including Mangdechhu and

Punatsangchhu I and II, was BTN 170.09 billion (USD

2.04 billion). Non-hydro debt rose to BTN 109.23 billion

(USD 1.31 billion), comprising 36.1 percent of external

liabilities.
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Of total external debt, BTN 183.2 billion (USD 2.2

billion), or 64 percent, was denominated in Indian

rupees, largely linked to hydropower loans. Convertible

currency liabilities amounted to USD 1.12 billion (BTN

96.12 billion), reflecting new disbursements and

currency depreciation.

Debt servicing for fiscal year 2024–25 is projected at

17.4 percent of domestic revenue, below the 35

percent ceiling set by the Public Debt Management

Policy. Central government debt is currently at BTN

111.98 billion (USD 1.35 billion), or 37 percent of GDP,

well under its 55 percent policy cap. Officials said that

while total public debt is elevated, overall risk remains

manageable. [Kuensel]

Bhutan: International climate fund

reviews projects and signals expanded

support

(lm) A high-level delegation from the Adaptation Fund

(AF) Board Secretariat was in Bhutan since late August

and until September 9 to review climate adaptation

projects and explore new financing opportunities.

The Adaptation Fund, created in 2001 under the Kyoto

Protocol and operational since 2007, provides grants

to developing countries to help them adapt to the

impacts of climate change. Since becoming an AF

implementing country in 2018 through the Bhutan

Trust Fund for Environmental Conservation, Bhutan

has received nearly USD 15.69 million in grants.

Bhutan was also one of only four countries in 2024 to

gain endorsement under the AF’s new locally led

adaptation (LLA) window, designed to empower

communities to take climate-related decisions. If

approved, its proposal will support ecosystem-based

adaptation in Thimphu Dzongkhag, benefiting more

than 700 households across five gewogs (village

clusters).

During consultations in Thimphu last week, the AF

Secretariat announced new financing opportunities

following its April board meeting. These include

doubling the country cap from USD 20 million to USD

40 million, and raising the ceiling for single-country

projects from USD 10 million to USD 25 million. The

cap for regional projects, including LLA initiatives, has

also been expanded. [Kuensel]
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India: New immigration law consolidates

rules and strengthens enforcement

(lm) India has brought into force the Immigration and

Foreigners Act, 2025, which consolidates and replaces

earlier laws dating back to 1920. The act, effective from

September 1 following parliamentary approval in

March and presidential assent in April, regulates the

entry, stay, and departure of foreigners while

tightening enforcement measures.

The law introduces a structured visa system with

categories for tourists, students, skilled workers,

business visitors, refugees/asylum seekers, and illegal

migrants. Long-term visa applicants must undergo

biometric checks and criminal record reviews.

Overstaying or using forged documents can result in

penalties ranging from fines and blacklisting to

imprisonment of up to seven years, while repeat illegal

re-entry carries up to 10 years in prison and a lifelong

ban. Hotels, hospitals, and universities must report the

presence of foreigners to facilitate monitoring.

The Bureau of Immigration, now given statutory

powers, will manage biometric registration,

immigration IT systems, and coordination with states

on detention and deportation of illegal migrants.

[INDIA TODAY 1] [INDIA TODAY 2]

The implementation of the law coincides with

increased scrutiny of Overseas Citizen of India (OCI)

status, a special category held by more than 4 million

people globally. Since 2016, over 120 OCI cards have

been cancelled, with many of the affected individuals

being journalists, academics, or activists critical of

government policy. Revocations are permitted under

the Citizenship Act, but concerns have been raised

about due process and transparency. Indian courts

have, in some cases, overturned cancellations. [Al

Jazeera]

Across the border in neighboring Bangladesh, minority

rights group have warned that the law’s provisions

could intensify out-migration of minorities and

indigenous communities from Bangladesh. The act

extends by 10 years the eligibility for non-Muslim

minorities from Bangladesh, Pakistan, and Afghanistan

who entered India by December 31, 2024, to claim

exemptions on religious persecution grounds. The

group called on Dhaka’s interim government to take

measures to restore confidence among minorities and

ensure their protection. [Dhaka Tribune]

https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-gpkruy-l-xd/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-gpkruy-l-xh/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-gpkruy-l-xk/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-gpkruy-l-xk/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-gpkruy-l-xu/


India: Newly obtained data shows rapid

expansion of online censorship

(ms) Newly acquired government data shows how

India’s censorship apparatus has rapidly widened,

giving thousands of local officials the power to demand

social media takedowns.

Figures obtained by Al Jazeera through a Right to

Information (RTI) request reveal that since the launch

of the government’s Sahyog platform in October 2024,

authorities at federal, state and district levels have filed

294 takedown requests covering 3,465 URLs. While

only 25 orders were recorded in the final quarter of

2024, the number surged to 269 in the first half of

2025. [Al Jazeera]

The Sahyog system allows not just central ministries

but also police and district officers to instruct

platforms such as Meta, Google, and Telegram to

remove content. Officials argue the system improves

coordination, but digital rights advocates warn it opens

the door to unchecked censorship.

Previously, takedown powers were exercised under

Section 69A of the Information Technology Act (2000),

which allows the government to block online content in

the interests of sovereignty, security, or public order.

The Supreme Court upheld the clause in 2015 and

2020 but required narrow targeting and procedural

safeguards. Sahyog instead relies on Section 79(3)(b),

which addresses intermediary liability. This provision

states that platforms lose legal immunity if they fail to

remove “unlawful” content after receiving notice.

Unlike Section 69A, Section 79 has not been reviewed

by the courts, raising concerns that the framework

lacks judicial safeguards.

Most major technology companies have joined Sahyog,

but X, owned by Elon Musk, has refused and is

challenging it in court. Reuters has reported that India

ordered X to block more than 8,000 accounts this year,

including those belonging to journalists and news

outlets. [see Reuters]

Critics argue that the system is open to misuse, citing

examples such as a Bihar police officer who demanded

the removal of posts alleging local corruption. Experts

caution that India has shifted from a centralized to a

more diffuse system of censorship, with thousands of

officials now empowered to issue takedown requests

and little oversight of how that power is used.
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India: Grid access revoked for 17 GW of

delayed clean energy projects

(ms) India has revoked grid access for nearly 17

gigawatts (GW) of delayed clean energy projects in

order to prioritize transmission connections for

projects that are already operational or close to

completion. For context, 17 GW is roughly equivalent

to the peak electricity demand of a medium-sized

European country such as the Netherlands.

Most of the affected projects are located in renewable-

rich states such as Rajasthan, Gujarat, and Madhya

Pradesh. Losing grid access prevents these projects

from connecting to the national transmission system.

This means that even completed solar or wind

installations cannot deliver electricity to consumers

unless new approvals are granted.

The cancellations were implemented in the June

quarter following prior notices and inspections. Some

developers have appealed to the Central Electricity

Regulatory Commission (CERC) for relief. Interim

appeals, including one from JSW Energy, have been

rejected. A final hearing is scheduled for October 7.

[Reuters]

India: Domestic reforms and export relief

seek to offset U.S. tariff shock as economy

shows strong growth

(ms/lm) India is moving to shore up its economy in the

face of escalating trade tensions with the United

States, where punitive tariffs of up to 50 percent now

cover more than half of Indian exports. At the same

time, domestic indicators show strong momentum,

supported by structural reforms and surging services

activity.

The tariffs, imposed by U.S. President Donald Trump in

August, target a wide range of Indian goods from

textiles and jewelry to chemicals and seafood. Exporter

groups warn that nearly USD 48 billion worth of Indian

shipments now face a cost disadvantage compared to

rivals in Vietnam, Bangladesh, and China. According to

India’s Chief Economic Adviser V. Anantha

Nageswaran, the measures could shave 0.5–0.6

percent off GDP growth this year. [Reuters 1]

Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman has sought to

reassure industry, stressing that the government will

not leave exporters “high and dry” in the face of what

she called a “tirade of tariffs.” She announced a relief
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package targeting labor-intensive sectors, including

credit guarantees for loans overdue up to 90 days and

working capital support, modelled on earlier schemes

for small and medium-sized enterprises. [Bloomberg]

[Reuters 2]

The government is also relying on domestic reforms to

cushion the impact. On September 22, sweeping

changes to the Goods and Services Tax (GST) will take

effect, reducing the system from four tiers to two—5

percent and 18 percent—with exceptions for luxury

and “sin” goods at 40 percent. Life and health

insurance policies have been exempted altogether. The

reform is expected to cost federal and state

governments about INR 480 billion (USD 5.5 billion) in

foregone revenue but is intended to spur consumption

and confidence ahead of the festival season. [Reuters

3] [Reuters 4]

Industry groups welcomed the move, with automakers

noting it will ease vehicle costs, consumer goods firms

pledging to pass savings to customers, and insurers

praising the exemption of health policies. However, a

deeper vulnerability lies in services. India’s largest

export is not goods but IT and business services,

valued at nearly USD 300 billion annually. While not

currently covered by tariff actions, U.S. officials have

floated extending penalties to outsourcing. Observers

warn that such a step could inflict greater damage than

duties on merchandise trade. [Financial Times]

For now, economic indicators remain strong. India’s

services sector posted its fastest expansion in 15 years

in August, with the HSBC India Services Purchasing

Managers’ Index (PMI)—a monthly survey-based

indicator of business activity—rising to 62.9.

Manufacturing also grew robustly, lifting the composite

PMI to 63.2, the highest in 17 years. Robust domestic

demand offset weaker export orders, but inflationary

pressures are mounting, with input costs and output

prices both rising at their fastest pace in years. [HSBC]

[Reuters 5]

India: Foreign outflows from financial

stocks hit seven-month high

(lm) Foreign portfolio investors (FPIs) sold INR 232.9

billion (USD 2.7 billion) worth of Indian financial stocks

in August, marking the sharpest monthly outflow in

seven months, according to the National Securities

Depository (NSDL), India’s central securities depository

that records ownership of securities and monitors

foreign investor flows. The sell-off was driven by

weaker bank margins following June quarter rate cuts
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and rising stress in consumer loans, credit cards, and

microfinance. Overall, FPIs pulled USD 4 billion from

equities during the month, also a seven-month high.

The financial services index dropped 4.1 percent in

August, dragging the benchmark Nifty 50 lower by 1.4

percent. IT stocks saw outflows of INR 112.9 billion

(USD 1.35 billion), while oil and gas shed INR 61 billion

(USD 732 million). In contrast, telecoms attracted

foreign buying on improved earnings after tariff hikes,

alongside inflows into construction, autos, capital

goods, and services.

Analysts cited concerns over India’s export

competitiveness after new U.S. tariffs, subdued June-

quarter earnings, and cheaper valuations in other

Asian markets as factors weighing on sentiment.

Outflows have continued into September, with USD 1.3

billion withdrawn in the first three sessions.

However, analysts expect selling pressure to ease,

pointing to steady macro fundamentals and new

Goods and Services Tax (GST) reforms that reduced the

rate structure from four tiers to two (5 percent and 18

percent, with exceptions for luxury and “sin” goods).

They argue the cuts should boost consumption and

investment. Despite outflows, the Nifty 50 has gained

4.6 percent so far in 2025, though it trails the 18

percent rise in emerging markets overall and the 17

percent increase among Asian peers. [Reuters]

India: Parliament considers ban on online

betting apps over addiction, fraud, and

money laundering risks

India’s lower house of Parliament has introduced a bill

seeking to outlaw online money gaming platforms

amid growing concerns over addiction, financial fraud,

and money laundering. The legislation would prohibit

the promotion and operation of apps that require

users to pay for the chance to win cash, directly

targeting a domestic industry valued at USD 3.8 billion.

The proposed ban threatens the business models of

leading fantasy sports and betting platforms such as

Dream11, Games24X7, and Mobile Premier League,

which have attracted major foreign investment. Shares

of Nazara Technologies, which owns a stake in

PokerBaazi, dropped by as much as 7 percent in

Mumbai trading, while casino operator Delta Corp also

saw declines.

Lawmakers backing the measure argue that an

outright prohibition is more effective than regulation,
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citing manipulative design features and addictive

algorithms that have caused financial distress in

households. Investigations have also linked some

platforms to tax evasion, money laundering, and even

terror financing, with many operators registered

offshore, complicating enforcement and tax collection.

In addition to banning cash-based betting apps, the bill

recommends the creation of a regulator for e-sports,

educational platforms, and social games. For the law to

take effect, it must still be passed by the upper house

of Parliament and signed by the President.

The draft legislation follows India’s 2023 decision to

impose a 28 percent goods and services tax on online

gaming and casinos, a move that has already squeezed

profitability in the sector. Industry groups warn that a

complete ban could deter further investment in India’s

digital economy, while the government insists the risks

to financial stability and social welfare outweigh the

sector’s commercial potential. [Bangkok Post]

India: Regulator opens full probe into U.S.

trading firm after index manipulation

allegations

(ms) India’s Securities and Exchange Board of India

(SEBI) has launched a formal investigation into U.S.-

based trading firm Jane Street, reversing its own

surveillance department’s earlier advice to close the

case. The move follows continued complaints from

market participants and concerns that the first inquiry

had insufficient data.

SEBI had originally barred Jane Street on July 4 and

imposed a fine of USD 567 million over allegations that

the firm manipulated India’s Bank Nifty index—a

benchmark tracking the most liquid and large-cap

banking stocks—through coordinated trades in the

cash and derivatives markets. Jane Street has denied

the charges and appealed to the Securities Appellate

Tribunal, questioning why SEBI overruled internal

recommendations to drop the matter.

According to sources, SEBI’s leadership was dissatisfied

with the December 2024 conclusion of the initial probe

and ordered a broader investigation with expanded

powers, including access to custodian bank records

and domestic trading partners. Complaints alleging

manipulation of key indexes reinforced the regulator’s

decision to escalate.

The case has intensified debate over India’s derivatives

market, now the world’s largest. Market experts warn
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that retail investors are especially exposed, noting that

derivatives trading volumes have grown to 500 times

those of the underlying cash market. Analysts argue

that regulatory frameworks may need to condition

retail access to leveraged or complex derivatives on

financial literacy or minimum investment thresholds.

Jane Street’s global prominence has added to scrutiny.

The firm reported USD 10.1 billion in trading revenue

last quarter, exceeding several Wall Street banks, even

as Indian regulators allege it orchestrated trades that

disadvantaged smaller investors. [Financial Times]

[Reuters] [The Hindu]

Maldives: Opposition storms Finance

Ministry as state overspending deepens

and debt deadlines loom

(lm) Mounting fiscal strains in the Maldives are spilling

over into the political arena. On September 8,

demonstrators from the main opposition Maldivian

Democratic Party (MDP) forced entry into the Finance

Ministry headquarters in Male’ to protest the

government’s handling of the country’s deepening

economic crisis. Their demands centered on the

country’s severe U.S. dollar shortage, high inflation,

and billions of rufiyaa in unpaid government bills to

private businesses, which the opposition estimates at

around MVR 14 million (USD 910,000). Finance Minister

Moosa Zameer was abroad at the time, and no

meeting took place. [The Sun 1] [The Sun 2]

Former finance minister Ibrahim Ameer, who served

under the last MDP administration, has also requested

to appear before parliament to defend his record. He

argued that while his government borrowed heavily

during the COVID-19 pandemic—MVR 12 billion (USD

780 million) in 2020, with total debt reaching MVR 56

billion (USD 3.64 billion)—the economy rebounded by

38 percent by early 2022, and projects progressed

nationwide. He contends that the current

administration has already incurred more than MVR 37

billion (USD 2.4 billion) in debt in less than two years,

without visible achievements. [The Sun 3]

Finance Ministry data confirm the depth of fiscal

deterioration. By late August, the state had already

overspent its 2025 budgets for subsidies and loan

repayments, with four months left in the fiscal year. Of

MVR 8.61 billion (USD 560 million) allocated for

subsidies and contributions, MVR 6.11 billion (USD 398

million) has already been spent, largely on the state-

run Aasandha health insurance scheme and subsidy

programs. Loan repayments also exceeded allocations,
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reaching MVR 3.95 billion (USD 258 million) against a

budget of MVR 3.87 billion (USD 253 million).

Meanwhile, salaries, allowances, and pensions rose to

MVR 9.4 billion (USD 610 million), up from 2024. [The

Sun 4]

Recurrent expenditure is also rising. State spending on

salaries, allowances, and pensions reached MVR 9.4

billion (USD 610 million), an increase of MVR 218

million (USD 14 million) compared to the same period

in 2024. Of this, MVR 4.2 billion (USD 273 million) went

to salaries. The number of political employees has

exceeded campaign pledges: the President’s Office

confirmed 922 political appointees, despite President

Mohamed Muizzu’s promise to cap posts at 700, while

the opposition claims the figure is over 3,000. [The Sun

5]

Revenue-side weaknesses compound the problem.

Foreign grant inflows fell to just MVR 203 million (USD

13 million) in the first eight months of 2025, only eight

percent of the projected MVR 2.6 billion (USD 169

million). Capital project spending has nearly halved

compared to last year, and attempts by President

Mohamed Muizzu to secure additional external

financing have yielded little. With debt deadlines of

USD 500 million in October, another USD 500 million in

November, and USD 1.1 billion (MVR 15 billion) in mid-

2026, international credit agencies have downgraded

the Maldives into junk status, while the World Bank

warns that default risks complicate access to support.

[The Sun 6]

The foreign exchange crisis continues to drive price

increases in the import-dependent economy. The black

market dollar rate remains above MVR 20 (USD 1.30),

far higher than the official bank rate. Traders report

that the cost of fruits such as apples and oranges has

more than doubled, while fertilizer-driven increases

have pushed up vegetable prices. Official statistics

show food prices in Male’ rose 1.62 percent from July

to August, with fruit costs up 6.13 percent month-on-

month and 10.2 percent year-on-year. Vendors report

declining sales and weaker restaurant demand,

indicating broader strain on household consumption.

[The Sun 7]

Against this backdrop, Muizzu has proposed cutting

state-funded perks for former presidents and

parliamentarians, signaling fiscal restraint. Since 2009,

former presidents have received up to MVR 75,000

(USD 4,875) monthly in allowances, plus living and

office expenses, while former lawmakers have been

entitled to 30–45 percent of their monthly salary once

reaching age 55, alongside state-funded health

insurance. A recent disclosure showed MVR 18.9
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million (USD 1.23 million) spent on parliamentary

health insurance since 2014. Although some ruling

People’s National Congress (PNC) lawmakers opposed

the cuts, the party holds 75 of 93 parliamentary seats,

giving it the power to pass such measures. [The Sun 8]

[The Sun 9]

Maldives: Parliament to reconvene for

extraordinary sittings as media bill faces

strong opposition

(lm) The Maldivian parliament, in recess since August

19, is preparing to hold two extraordinary sittings on

September 15 and 16, though the agenda has not yet

been released. During this recess period, lawmakers

have already convened twice to advance two

contentious proposals: a bill enabling public

referendums and a media bill that would overhaul

regulation of the press. Both are now under committee

review. [The Sun 1]

The media bill has become the focal point of domestic

and international criticism. It would dissolve the

Maldives Media Council and Broadcasting Commission

(BroadCom) and replace them with a new Maldives

Media and Broadcasting Commission under direct

state control. The proposed body would have broad

authority, including the ability to fine individual

journalists up to MVR 25,000 (USD 1,625) and outlets

up to MVR 100,000 (USD 6,500), revoke or suspend

registrations, block websites, and penalize content

published up to a year earlier.

On September 8, the Maldives Journalists Association

(MJA) submitted a petition to parliament endorsed by

151 journalists from 41 outlets, calling for the bill to be

rejected. The petition comes as the ruling People’s

National Congress (PNC), which holds a parliamentary

supermajority, continues to support the legislation.

The Independent Institutions Committee is reviewing

the bill, with amendments due by September 15. [The

Sun 2]

President Mohamed Muizzu has defended his

administration as “100 percent pro-media,” while

indicating that adjustments may be introduced

through the Attorney General’s Office. However, he has

not suggested withdrawing the proposal. Meanwhile,

PNC MP Ismail Nizar—himself facing criticism for

failing to submit required annual financial disclosures

—has urged parliament to fast-track passage of the

bill, underscoring government-aligned lawmakers’

push for tighter regulation. [The Sun 3]
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Maldives: Parliament publishes financial

declarations, with penalties looming for

non-compliant MPs

(lm) The People’s Majlis, the unicameral legislature of

the Maldives, has published the annual financial

declarations of sitting members, though gaps remain.

Declarations for 12 lawmakers are missing, including

nine from the ruling People’s National Congress (PNC),

two from the opposition Maldivian Democratic Party

(MDP), and one from the Maldives National Party

(MNP). Separately, the parliament’s secretariat

confirmed that five members who failed to submit

their disclosures by the August 31 deadline—including

four from the PNC and one from the MNP—will face

penalties under standing orders. [The Sun 1]

The rules give non-compliant MPs 15 days to file their

declarations after receiving notice. If they still fail, their

names will be read aloud in parliament, they will be

suspended from sittings, and their daily allowances will

be withheld until compliance. Members are required to

disclose not only their own finances but also the assets

of spouses and underage children, though only the

MPs’ own details are made public. [The Sun 2]

Among the disclosures, Speaker Abdul Raheem

Abdulla, who chairs the PNC, reported receiving nearly

MVR 959,000 (USD 62,000) in “gifts” over the past year,

in addition to his MVR 659,000 (USD 42,800) in salary

and allowances. He declared assets including a

Fonadhoo house worth MVR 5 million (USD 325,000), a

Male’ apartment valued at MVR 4.5 million (USD

293,000), a boat worth MVR 3.5 million (USD 228,000),

and a motorcycle, while reporting no debts. [The Sun

3]

Abdul Raheem’s wealth disclosure comes against the

backdrop of shifting ties with President Mohamed

Muizzu. Once seen as the president’s closest ally, his

influence appeared challenged after his son Ibrahim

Faisal was dismissed from the tourism ministry in

January 2024.

Maldives: Former youth minister leaves

main opposition party to join government

(lm) Ahmed Mahloof, who served as Youth Minister in

the administration of former President Ibrahim

Mohamed Solih, has left the main opposition Maldivian

Democratic Party (MDP) to assume a post in the
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current government under President Mohamed

Muizzu. While the exact position has not yet been

disclosed, the move marks Mahloof’s return to political

office after nearly two years of inactivity following the

end of the MDP’s term.

Mahloof has shifted between political camps

throughout his career. He began in the Dhivehi

Rayyithunge Party (DRP) under Maumoon Abdul

Gayoom, played a role in forming the Progressive Party

of Maldives (PPM), and later joined the MDP after

falling out with then-President Abdulla Yameen. He

went on to serve five years as Youth Minister, though

his tenure was interrupted by a suspension linked to

the MMPRC corruption scandal.

Although Mahloof has joined the government, his wife

remains in the MDP and serves as a consultant to Male’

City Council. [The Sun 1] [The Sun 2]

Maldives: Male’ City Council fish market

project sparks political dispute and

corruption claims

(lm) The Malé City Council, the elected municipal

authority responsible for governing the capital, is

mired in controversy over the redevelopment of the

Malé Fish Market. Allegations of missing

documentation, inflated costs, and political

maneuvering have deepened tensions. The project was

initially awarded during former mayor—and now

president—Mohamed Muizzu’s tenure for USD 6.1

million (MVR 93.8 million). However, before his

successor Adam Azim took office in late 2023, the

contract was canceled and reassigned to another

company for USD 9.5 million (MVR 146 million).

Mayor Azim has alleged that the new agreement

lacked proper council approval and documentation,

and that the unexplained price increase raises legal

and financial concerns. He has also highlighted

uncertainty over the council’s official stamps,

suggesting potential misuse. Efforts to address the

issue have stalled, with two council meetings canceled

for lack of quorum.

Councilor Mohamed Saif Fathih has filed a complaint

with the Anti-Corruption Commission, warning that the

revised agreement may breach state finance laws and

impose heavy costs on the council. He described the

case as involving corruption and embezzlement.

Former Deputy Mayor Ahmed Nareesh, who was acting

mayor during the transition period, has rejected the
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allegations as politically motivated. Now serving as an

advisor at the Youth Ministry, he argued that all

agreements required proper bid committee approval

and legal oversight, and dismissed claims of

irregularities as unfounded. [The Sun 3] [The Sun 4]

Maldives: Court cases involve police

officers facing prosecution and

reinstatement

(lm) Two separate court rulings have recently affected

members of the Maldives Police Service. In one case, a

police constable has petitioned the Supreme Court

after the High Court ruled that he should be

prosecuted for perjury. The officer was accused of

falsely testifying that he had not taken the official

police oath, despite records showing otherwise. His

case stems from a 2024 drug raid in Thinadhoo, during

which nearly 192 grams of suspected narcotics were

seized. Initially released on procedural grounds, he

was later suspended, re-arrested, and remains in 20-

day custody while his appeal is pending. [The Sun 1]

In a separate case, two senior officers, Assistant Police

Commissioners Mohamed Jamsheed and Ahmed

Mohamed, were reinstated to their posts after the

High Court upheld a Civil Court ruling that their

dismissals in 2022 were unlawful. The police board had

removed seven senior officers at that time, citing

internal reasons. Five contested the decision, arguing

violations of their rights under the Police Service Act.

After more than two years of proceedings, the High

Court confirmed the dismissals were invalid, paving

the way for reinstatement of the two officers, while

others remain outside the service. [The Sun 2]

Maldives: Anti-corruption commission

launches first competency framework

(lm) The Anti-Corruption Commission (ACC) has

launched its first Competency Framework to define

ethical and professional standards for staff. According

to the ACC, the initiative sets out general competencies

for all employees, technical skills for specific roles, and

managerial competencies for leadership, each with

basic, intermediate, and advanced levels. It will guide

recruitment, performance evaluations, and career

development, aiming to build a more professional and

results-driven institution. [The Sun]
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Maldives: Financial changes to support

Women's Development Committees and

local councils

(ya) President Dr. Mohamed Muizzu has announced

two key financial decisions for the country. First, the

administration plans to double the budget for

Women’s Development Committees (WDCs) from five

percent to ten percent starting with the 2026 budget.

This increase is intended to enhance the role and

capacity of the WDCs. Additionally, Ramadan

allowances for WDC members will be funded through

the councils’ budgets, rather than the committees’ own

funds.

Second, the government will revise the fiscal formula

for general block grants given to local councils. The

new formula will consider the size of an island, not just

its population, to ensure that islands with smaller

populations but large geographical areas receive

sufficient funding for municipal services. This change is

also expected to be included in the proposed 2026

Budget. [The Sun]

Maldives: Civil Service Commission

reverses tenure policy and new members

appointed

(ya) On September 7, the Civil Service Commission

(CSC) repealed a policy that had allowed employment

time from other government agencies or state-owned

companies to be included when calculating civil service

tenure. The commission stated the reversal followed

consultations with relevant government bodies. [The

Sun 1]

On the same day, President Mohamed Muizzu

reappointed Mohamed Nasih and appointed two new

members, Hussain Faiz and Dheeba Moosa, to the CSC.

Nasih, who continues as president of the commission,

was approved for a second term despite facing an

impeachment attempt in November 2024 that failed to

pass in parliament. [The Sun 2]

Maldives: Government launches migrant

worker regularization and recovers USD

78 million in fees

(ya) The Maldives is moving to address the issue of

undocumented migrant workers and long-standing
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employer arrears. On September 4, the Homeland

Security Ministry announced a six-month

regularization program that will allow undocumented

migrant workers to obtain proper documentation and

enter the legal system. The initiative follows biometric

data collection of more than 160,000 expatriates under

“Operation Kurangi.” Officials said many

undocumented cases stem from employer negligence.

[The Sun 1]

At the same time, the government has recovered MVR

1.2 billion (USD 78 million) of a total MVR 1.7 billion

(USD 110 million) in outstanding work permit and visa

fees from employers. Enforcement measures have

included suspending services through the “Xpat”

expatriate management system for non-compliant

businesses. Authorities described the recovery as a

major step toward resolving structural problems in the

migrant labor system. [The Sun 2]

Maldives: Two new members appointed to

Human Rights Commission amid scrutiny

of nomination process

(lm) On September 8, President Mohamed Muizzu

appointed Mohamed Shafeeg Mahmood and Ahmed

Magsoom as members of the Human Rights

Commission of the Maldives (HRCM). Both appointees

took the oath of office before a Supreme Court justice

prior to receiving their official appointment letters.

The appointments come as replacements for two

commissioners whose terms expired the same day,

including HRCM’s vice president. Shafeeg, who

previously held senior posts in state institutions such

as the Local Government Authority, the Maldives

Broadcasting Corporation, and the Maldives Airports

Company, was among two candidates nominated by

Muizzu. While his nomination was approved by the

parliamentary Independent Institutions Committee,

the second nominee, Mohamed Faris Thaha, was

rejected following concerns over a past allegation of

domestic abuse. Faris denied the allegation, and his

former spouse later also publicly refuted it, but he

failed to secure the minimum interview score required

for confirmation. [The Sun]

Maldives: Government advances 20-year

development plan as main opposition

party boycotts
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(ya) The Maldives is moving ahead with its “Viluntheri

Raajje 2045” (Resilient Maldives 2045) national

development plan despite the opposition Maldivian

Democratic Party (MDP) refusing to participate.

President Mohamed Muizzu announced the 20-year

plan in September 2024, followed by the launch of

public consultations in November 2024. The plan is

designed to guide long-term economic, social,

environmental, and urban development. [The Sun 1]

In late June, the Ministry of Finance awarded a contract

worth MVR 17.9 million (USD 1.16 million) to develop

the plan, following a competitive process. Three firms

submitted bids, but only one met the required 70-point

threshold, scoring 81, while the other two scored 54.6

and 50.6 respectively. The government disclosed these

procurement details in response to a request filed

under the Right to Information Act.

Work on the plan has since begun with nationwide

consultations, which are expected to conclude within

four months. The government aims to complete the

drafting by January 2026 and finalize the plan within

one year.

The MDP has rejected participation, citing concerns

about lack of transparency, methodology, and doubts

over whether the administration will implement the

plan in compliance with laws and institutional

frameworks. President Muizzu has called for

involvement from all sectors of society, including youth

and political parties across the spectrum, linking the

plan to his target for the Maldives to attain fully

developed nation status by 2040. [The Sun 2] [The Sun

3]

Maldives: Leadership reshuffle moves

former state power company head into

President’s Office role

(lm) The Maldivian government has reshuffled senior

leadership in the state-owned electricity provider, the

State Electric Company (STELCO), which is responsible

for power generation and distribution in the capital

and across many islands.

On September 7, the Privatization and Corporatization

Board (PCB) dismissed Hussain Fahmy as Managing

Director, a role he had held since November 2023 after

working at the company since 1998. No reason was

given for his removal, though his tenure had been

marked by criticism following two major blackouts in

the capital area earlier this year. A June outage left

Male’ without power for nearly six hours, while an
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August incident lasted almost three hours. Both were

attributed by STELCO to unspecified technical issues.

Fahmy had recently stated that rising demand in the

capital requires a 50-megawatt capacity increase every

five years and that a planned 100-megawatt power

plant, estimated to cost between USD 100 million and

USD 200 million, was being delayed due to financing

constraints.

Following his dismissal, the government appointed

Ahmed Samah Rasheed, former CEO of the Maldives

Industrial Fisheries Company (MIFCO), as the new

Managing Director. His previous tenure at MIFCO

included a temporary suspension in 2023 pending a

corporate governance inquiry, after which he was

dismissed before being named State Minister of

Fisheries in May 2024.

On September 8, one day after leaving the power

utility, Fahmy was appointed to a minister-level post in

the President’s Office as Principal Secretary to the

President on Policy and Manifesto. [The Sun 1] [The

Sun 2]

Maldives: Plan to merge housing

companies delayed over debt concerns

(lm) The government has paused its plan to merge the

Fahi Dhiriulhun Corporation (FDC), a state-owned

company tasked with social housing projects, into the

Housing Development Corporation (HDC), the state-

owned developer of Hulhumalé island, s an artificial

island near the capital Malé. The Privatization and

Corporatization Board said HDC’s high debt load would

only worsen under a merger, making it harder to

access new financing and distracting the company

from its core focus on urban development.

The cabinet had announced last year that FDC would

become a subsidiary of HDC as part of a wider reform

agenda for state-owned enterprises (SOEs). While the

merger of Maldives Airports Company Limited with

Regional Airports Company Limited is moving forward,

the housing merger remains on hold.

HDC, created in 2001 to develop Hulhumalé, shifted

away from social housing when FDC was established in

2019 to lead housing nationwide. Critics have

questioned the need for two SOEs with overlapping

mandates. HDC’s debt deepened after the previous

administration transferred its main land assets under

the Binveriya housing scheme.
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The government has pledged to restructure or dissolve

loss-making SOEs to reduce costs. But according to the

Finance Ministry, state spending on SOEs already hit

MVR 1.24 billion (USD 81 million) by late August,

overshooting the year’s budget by 229 percent. [The

Sun]

Maldives: Velana International Airport

posts cargo record as scrutiny grows over

costly terminal inauguration

(lm) Velana International Airport (VIA), the Maldives’

main international gateway near Malé, recorded its

highest-ever monthly cargo volume in August with

1,934 tons, alongside a single-day record of 100 tons

on August 18. In the first half of 2025, total cargo

reached 34,537 tons, including 6,879 tons of

transshipment cargo—a 12 percent year-on-year

increase.

The increase follows the 2024 opening of VIA’s new

cargo terminal, which expanded capacity from 50,000

tons to 120,000 tons annually. President Mohamed

Muizzu has pledged to further raise capacity to

300,000 tons as part of his economic program. [The

Sun 1]

At the same time, MACL is facing criticism for the cost

of inaugurating the new international passenger

terminal on July 26, 2025. The large-scale ceremony,

coinciding with the Maldives’ 60th Independence Day,

featured a drone show and record fireworks display.

MACL disclosed MVR 18.9 million (USD 1.2 million) in

expenses but withheld further details, citing

confidential transactions with third parties. The event

drew scrutiny as it came despite warnings from

international financial institutions to cut state spending

amid high debt. [The Sun 2]

Maldives: First arrests made under new

anti-gang law

(lm) Maldivian authorities have made the first arrests

under the Prevention of Gang and Other Serious

Offences Act, which came into force on August 26,

2025. Police raided a suspected gang safehouse in

Male’ City on September 3 and seized two knives

during the operation.

The Criminal Court remanded one suspect for 30 days

and two others for 15 days after reviewing police
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submissions that included incident and intelligence

reports, photographs of the crime scene, and images

of the seized weapons.

The new legislation, passed by parliament in May,

significantly expands law enforcement powers. It

allows police to enter and search private properties

without a warrant, detain suspects for up to 48 hours

without legal representation, and deny bail in gang-

related cases. It also prescribes prison sentences of

more than 10 years and heavy fines, introduces judicial

mechanisms to identify gangs and confiscate illicit

assets, criminalizes financial support to gangs, and

authorizes electronic monitoring of high-risk

individuals. [The Sun 1] [The Sun 2]

Nepal: Deadly youth-led protests force

government to lift social media ban, home

minister resigns

(lm) Nepal’s government has lifted a nationwide social

media ban after youth-led protests escalated into

some of the worst unrest in decades, leaving at least

19 people dead and more than 100 injured. [BBC 1] [Al

Jazeera]

The demonstrations began after authorities, citing the

2023 Social Media Directives and a Supreme Court

order, blocked 26 major platforms on September 4—

including Facebook, YouTube, Instagram, WhatsApp,

LinkedIn, and X—because they had not registered

locally. Only a few services such as TikTok, Viber, Witk,

Nimbuzz, and Popo Live remained available, while

Telegram and Global Diary were still under review.

Officials defended the ban as necessary to curb

harmful content, fraud, and hate speech, but critics

denounced it as disproportionate, poorly prepared,

and a violation of constitutional and international

rights protections. [The Kathmandu Post 1] [The

Kathmandu Post 2]

The shutdown quickly became the flashpoint for

“Generation Z”—digitally native youth born between

the mid-1990s and early 2010s—who mobilized mass

protests in Kathmandu and other cities. On September

8, thousands of demonstrators marched on the

parliamentary district of New Baneshwar, breaching

restricted areas near parliament. Security forces

responded with tear gas, water cannons, rubber

bullets, batons, and in some cases live fire. Seventeen

people were killed in Kathmandu and two more in the

eastern city of Itahari. Authorities imposed a curfew

and deployed army units to restore order. [BBC 2] [The

Kathmandu Post 3] [The Kathmandu Post 4]
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The protests tapped into wider frustrations with

governance, economic hardship, and allegations of

corruption. Demonstrators linked their movement to

the viral “Nepo Kid” campaign, which accuses

politicians’ children of flaunting lavish lifestyles

allegedly funded by corruption. Artists, entertainers,

and Kathmandu’s mayor expressed support, framing

the movement as a legitimate demand for

accountability. Protesters have since broadened their

demands to include Prime Minister KP Sharma Oli’s

resignation, a ban on repeatedly failed leaders

returning to office, and the establishment of an

independent watchdog body to hold officials

accountable for corruption and abuse of power. [The

Kathmandu Post 5] [The Kathmandu Post 6] [The

Kathmandu Post 7] [The Kathmandu Post 8]

In response, the government convened an emergency

cabinet meeting on September 8. Communications

Minister Prithvi Subba Gurung announced the

immediate withdrawal of the social media ban “to

address the demands of Gen Z,” and the blocked

platforms were reactivated. The cabinet also pledged

to investigate the violence, compensate families of

those killed, and provide free medical treatment to the

injured. Home Minister Ramesh Lekhak resigned

during the meeting on moral grounds, after facing

heavy criticism over the use of force. [Dhaka Tribune]

Prime Minister Oli expressed condolences for the loss

of life but blamed infiltration by “vested groups” for

turning what he described as a peaceful youth

movement violent. Within the ruling coalition, the

Nepali Congress—which holds the most seats in the

lower house—has faced internal pressure, with senior

leaders urging Prime Minister Oli to take responsibility

for the killings and some calling for the party to

reconsider its participation in government. Other

parties, including the main opposition Maoist Centre,

have also demanded Oli’s resignation. [The Kathmandu

Post 9]

Nepal: Ruling party convention

overshadowed by high-level membership

dispute

(lm) The ruling Communist Party of Nepal–Unified

Marxist Leninist (CPN-UML) opened its second statute

and policy convention on September 5 in Lalitpur with

more than 2,000 delegates, but proceedings have been

dominated by the controversy over former President

Bidya Devi Bhandari’s attempt to rejoin party politics.
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Bhandari, who served as Nepal’s first female head of

state from 2015 to 2023 and previously held the post

of CPN-UML vice-chair, has appealed to delegates to

restore her membership after the party leadership

decided in July not to renew it. In a letter circulated at

the convention, she framed her case as a defense of

party democracy and constitutional rights, warning

that sidelining her undermines both. Her political

authority also draws from her late husband, Madan

Bhandari, a former CPN-UML general secretary and

one of Nepal’s most influential leftist leaders. Her

allies, including senior vice-chair Ishwar Pokhrel and

Standing Committee member Karna Thapa, have

voiced dissent against what they see as increasingly

authoritarian leadership under party chair and Prime

Minister KP Sharma Oli.

Oli has sought to play down the dispute, insisting that

membership issues should be handled in committees

rather than at the convention, which he says is focused

on broader political and organizational matters.

However, the dispute over Bhandari’s future, has

spilled beyond CPN-UML ranks. Former prime minister

Sher Bahadur Deuba, who leads the Nepali Congress

— the single-largest party in both Parliament’s lower

house and within the ruling coalition — remarked over

the weekend that the constitution does not explicitly

bar former heads of state from rejoining parties, even

though his party had previously opposed such a move.

Other parties, including the Rastriya Swatantra Party

and the Rastriya Prajatantra Party, maintain that

former presidents should stay out of party politics. By

contrast, main opposition Maoist Centre chair Pushpa

Kamal Dahal has openly supported Bhandari’s return,

citing his party’s precedent of reabsorbing former vice-

president Nanda Bahadur Pun. [The Kathmandu Post

1] [The Kathmandu Post 2] [The Kathmandu Post 3]

Beyond the membership row, Oli’s political report

proposed a significant ideological departure. He

introduced the concept of a “Nepali style of socialism,”

described as competitive, people-oriented, and

transparent. The framework emphasizes

industrialization, agrarian transformation, use of

cooperatives, digital governance, and environmental

protection, while rejecting neoliberal economic policies

that he said have failed globally. Oli argued this model

is rooted in Nepal’s history and culture rather than

imported ideology, portraying it as an extension of the

country’s democratic and socialist traditions.

In his report, Oli also addressed foreign policy,

highlighting his recent meeting with Chinese President

Xi Jinping in Tianjin. He reiterated Nepal’s opposition to

the India–China agreement reopening trade through

the Lipulekh Pass, which Nepal considers its territory
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under the Sugauli Treaty. Oli said Xi assured him that

China would respect Nepal’s sovereignty, framing the

boundary dispute as one to be resolved bilaterally

between Nepal and India. He also criticized past Nepali

governments for allowing Indian military check posts

and agreements that he claimed compromised

national interests.

The statute convention is also considering

organizational reforms, including reducing the size of

the central committee from 301 to 251, scrapping the

senior vice-chair post, and expanding the authority of

the party chair. Group discussions are ongoing, with

conclusions expected in a closed session. [The

Kathmandu Post 4] [The Kathmandu Post 5] [The

Kathmandu Post 6]

Nepal: Parliament advances civil service

reforms as controversy follows

appointment to hearing committee

(lm) Nepal’s parliament has moved forward with the

long-debated Federal Civil Service Bill, after the

National Assembly unanimously endorsed the

measure and returned it to the House of

Representatives for final approval before presidential

enactment. The legislation is regarded as a milestone

for federalism, though critics argue it goes beyond the

scope of a federal civil service law by also covering

provincial and other government services.

The bill reinstates a two-year “cooling-off period” for

senior bureaucrats, such as secretaries and joint

secretaries, barring them from taking constitutional,

diplomatic, or other government appointments

immediately after retirement or resignation.

Lawmakers say this prevents conflicts of interest, but

experts warn the provision may overstep into areas

covered by other laws. Other provisions include

gradually raising the retirement age from 58 to 60 over

three years, clarifying recruitment quotas for joint

secretary posts, and requiring performance

agreements between the chief secretary and the prime

minister, as well as between the Supreme Court

registrar and the chief justice. The law also sets

transitional arrangements for provincial and local

appointments until provincial service commissions are

fully established.

The “cooling-off” clause had been a source of

controversy earlier in the legislative process, when it

was diluted in the lower house. The dispute prompted

the resignation of Ramhari Khatiwada, a Nepali

Congress legislator, as head of the State Affairs and
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Good Governance Committee on August 12, after a

probe held him and senior bureaucrats morally

responsible for weakening the measure. [The

Kathmandu Post 1] [The Kathmandu Post 2] [The

Kathmandu Post 3]

Despite that resignation, Khatiwada has now returned

as the sole nominee to chair the Parliamentary Hearing

Committee, which vets candidates for senior political,

judicial, and diplomatic posts. His expected

appointment has sparked criticism from opposition

parties, including the Rastriya Swatantra Party, which

accused the ruling coalition of orchestrating a “swap”

of committee leadership roles and undermining

accountability. The hearing committee chairmanship

became vacant after Ishwari Neupane left to head the

State Affairs Committee—the very post Khatiwada had

vacated. [The Kathmandu Post 4] [The Kathmandu Post

5]

Nepal: Standoff deepens as student

unions and private schools contest

education reform bill

(lm) As of September 9, Nepal faces mounting

confrontation over the School Education Bill, which is

expected to be endorsed by the House of

Representatives this week. The bill, finalized in August,

would gradually convert private schools into non-profit

trusts, mandate three percent full scholarships, and

tighten teacher recruitment rules.

Private school associations warn that the measures

threaten their viability and have appealed to political

leaders to intervene. Some groups have threatened

indefinite school closures if the provisions remain

unchanged, though others caution that closures would

harm students’ right to education.

17 student unions, including some aligned with ruling

parties, oppose the bill from the other direction,

arguing it entrenches privatization while neglecting

public education. Their demands include free

education up to the secondary level, allocating at least

20 percent of the state budget to the sector, halting

registration of new private schools, integrating early

childhood education into the public system, and

establishing a Teachers’ Academy. They also call for

uniform curricula and compulsory enrollment of

children of officials receiving state benefits in public

schools.

Teachers’ groups have raised separate demands,

particularly for expanded internal recruitment quotas.
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As of September 9, student unions had announced

nationwide protests beginning that day if their

demands were ignored, while private school operators

continued to resist the scholarship and non-profit trust

provisions. [The Kathmandu Post]

Nepal: Truth commission receives 15,000

new war-era cases but remains stalled by

missing rules and staffing

(lm) Nepal’s Truth and Reconciliation Commission,

reconstituted in May 2025 under an amended

transitional justice law, has received 15,191 new

submissions from victims of the Maoist insurgency

(1996–2006), raising the total number of registered

cases to nearly 79,000. However, the commission

remains unable to process cases effectively because

essential regulations and staffing approvals have yet to

be finalized.

The five-member body is still waiting for the Ministry of

Law, Justice and Parliamentary Affairs to complete

work regulations and for the government to approve

its organizational survey, which will determine staffing

levels. Although the commission is drafting a four-year

strategy, it has not provided details on how tasks will

be sequenced within the legally mandated timeline.

Victims’ groups have expressed frustration, particularly

those representing survivors of conflict-related sexual

violence, who submitted more than 3,900 cases with

conditions for how they should be addressed. They say

the commission has not responded to their demands

for written assurances. Meanwhile, over 330 victims

and activists have petitioned the Supreme Court,

arguing that the latest appointments were politically

driven and that provisions of the amended law should

be revoked.

Formed originally in 2015, Nepal’s two transitional

justice bodies—the Truth and Reconciliation

Commission and the Commission on the Investigation

of Enforced Disappeared Persons—have been

reconstituted three times but have made little

progress beyond collecting complaints. [The

Kathmandu Post]

Nepal: Dalit family assaulted in southern

plains after years of threats
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(lm) A Dalit family in Siraha, Madhesh Province, has

been hospitalized after a violent assault by their

neighbors. Dalits, historically regarded as

“untouchable” under the Hindu caste system, remain

among Nepal’s most marginalized groups. Madhesh,

the southern plains region bordering India, has long

been an area where caste-based hierarchies are deeply

rooted.

The incident occurred when the family was clearing

bushes near their home. One member sustained

serious injuries, while others were also hurt. The family

stated they had faced years of harassment, including

verbal abuse and exclusion from communal water

sources. Local officials confirmed that the family had

been targeted repeatedly, while the accused denied

caste discrimination and claimed the dispute was over

land.

The family has filed a complaint with district police in

Siraha, but no arrests have been made to date. [The

Kathmandu Post]

Nepal: Elderly and disabled face hardship

as national ID made mandatory for social

security payments

(lm) Nepal’s decision to make the national identity card

mandatory for all social security allowance recipients

has raised concerns about administrative capacity and

the protection of vulnerable groups. The requirement

covers payments to elderly citizens, single women,

persons with disabilities, and endangered

communities.

Implementation has proven difficult. In districts such

as Gulmi, a hilly district in Lumbini Province,

distribution of cards has lagged badly: of more than

119,000 registrants, only about 60,000 have received

their cards. With payment deadlines approaching,

thousands risk temporary exclusion from benefits.

Local governments are deploying mobile distribution

teams, but bottlenecks remain significant.

Launched in 2018, the National ID program is designed

to consolidate taxation, banking, vehicle registration,

and voter data into a single digital identity framework.

Critics argue the policy was introduced without

adequate preparation, highlighting weaknesses in

Nepal’s public administration and social protection

delivery. Government officials defend the move as

essential for curbing duplication, improving

transparency, and integrating welfare with the broader

digital identity system. [The Kathmandu Post]
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Nepal: Natural gas discovery in western

hill district raises hopes for jobs and

energy security

(lm) A large reserve of methane gas has been

discovered in Jaljale, located in Dailekh, a hill district in

Karnali Province in western Nepal. Preliminary studies

estimate the reserve at 112 billion cubic meters,

potentially supplying the country for decades. The

exploration was carried out by Nepal’s Department of

Mines and Geology in partnership with China’s CNPC

Xibu Drilling Engineering Company, with about NPR 2.5

billion (USD 18.3 million) invested by the Chinese

government. Final reports are expected by the end of

2025.

Local residents, many of whom gave up land for

exploration, are urging swift development and job

opportunities. Authorities highlight that methane

production could substantially reduce Nepal’s

dependence on imported liquefied petroleum gas

(LPG), which costs around NPR 28 billion (USD 205

million) annually, including NPR 6 billion (USD 44

million) in transport. Officials are considering multiple

uses: cooking gas distribution through pipelines or

high-pressure cylinders, transport fuel, and chemical

fertilizer production, which could save an additional

NPR 28 billion (USD 205 million) in imports.

A government study committee has already completed

an on-site assessment, but production-phase testing

depends on Chinese technical support and will follow

final feasibility results. If commercialized, the Dailekh

site could strengthen energy security, boost industrial

growth, and create long-term employment in the

region. [The Kathmandu Post]

Nepal: Government and UN review

cooperation on LDC graduation and SDGs

(lm) Nepal and the United Nations Country Team

(UNCT) held the annual meeting of the Joint Steering

Committee of the UN Sustainable Development

Cooperation Framework (2023–2027) in Kathmandu on

September 4. The review centered on Nepal’s planned

graduation from Least Developed Country (LDC) status

and its progress toward the Sustainable Development

Goals (SDGs).

According to the UN, cooperation in 2024 delivered

tangible results across public health, livelihoods,
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climate resilience, and governance. A nationwide

measles–rubella campaign immunized 6.3 million

children, enabling Nepal to eliminate rubella, while

access to education, safe water, and protection

services was expanded. Joint programs also supported

inclusive growth, new livelihood opportunities,

stronger social protection, and disaster recovery.

On the policy side, Nepal and the UN highlighted

advances in climate commitments, ecosystem

restoration, and civic participation as key to securing

“irreversible” graduation from LDC status. UN Resident

Coordinator Hanaa Singer Hamdy stressed that the

framework provides a roadmap for resilient and

inclusive development, while National Planning

Commission Vice-Chair Shiva Raj Adhikari underlined

the importance of national ownership, stronger data,

and institutional capacity-building through technical

assistance. [The Kathmandu Post]

Nepal: Three inmates die from

unidentified illness at major prison in

Koshi Province

(lm) Three inmates have died within four days at

Jhumka Prison in Koshi Province after developing high

fever, breathing difficulties, and vomiting. Jhumka

Prison, Nepal’s largest correctional facility with nearly

1,800 inmates, has previously faced scrutiny over

overcrowding and limited healthcare.

Following the deaths, the Sunsari District Security

Committee inspected the facility and launched an

emergency health camp on September 3. More than

160 inmates have been screened so far, and officials

are awaiting test results to determine the cause of the

illness. [The Kathmandu Post]

Pakistan: Flood disaster deepens as death

toll nears 1,000, millions displaced,

farmland destroyed, and food crisis looms

(lm) Pakistan is facing one of its most severe monsoon

disasters in years, with floods killing at least 63 people

in Punjab province since late August and displacing

more than 2.1 million residents. The National Disaster

Management Authority (NDMA) reports 922 deaths

nationwide since the start of the monsoon season on

June 26. Over 4.2 million people in Punjab alone have

been affected, with 1.5 million animals relocated and

1.8 million acres of farmland destroyed. [Arab News 1]
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Punjab, home to half of Pakistan’s population and its

main agricultural hub, has borne the brunt of the

flooding as the Chenab, Ravi, and Sutlej rivers

overflowed following heavy rains and dam releases

from upstream India. The flood surge is moving south

toward Multan before converging into the Indus River

and entering Sindh province, where authorities warn of

severe urban flooding in major cities until at least

September 10. More than 320,000 people are expected

to be affected in Sindh in the coming days, with at least

128,000 already evacuated from riverine areas.

Officials report that flows at Guddu Barrage in Sindh

are expected to reach between 700,000 and 800,000

cusecs. [Arab News 2] [Arab News 3] [Arab News 4]

[Arab News 5]

The humanitarian toll is severe. Villages have been

submerged, electricity infrastructure damaged, and

tens of thousands forced into relief camps. Punjab

authorities have mounted their largest-ever rescue

operation, including boat evacuations and drone-

assisted missions in districts such as Multan and

Muzaffargarh. Nearly 75,000 people remain in relief

camps across the province.

Beyond the immediate human cost, the floods have

devastated Pakistan’s agriculture. Business groups

estimate that 30 percent of the country’s wheat stocks

have been destroyed in central and southern Punjab,

worsening supply shortages in a country that

consumes 33.6 million tons annually. Wheat prices

have surged by around 40 percent in major cities, with

traders warning that imports of up to six million tons

may be needed to stabilize markets. The Pakistan

Business Forum and Cereal Association of Pakistan

have urged the government to move quickly, warning

of a possible supply gap and calling for an urgent

import policy. [Arab News 6] [Arab News 7]

Cotton, Pakistan’s most important cash crop and the

backbone of its USD 18 billion textile export industry,

has also been hit hard. Textile manufacturers say

central Punjab’s cotton belt has been heavily damaged,

with Sindh’s fields next in the flood’s path. Industry

officials warn that losses could reach five million bales,

forcing imports of USD 2.5–3 billion worth of cotton

and related inputs. Analysts estimate the sector could

face USD 6 billion in combined losses, including higher

import costs and lost export potential, with some

calling for a national emergency. [Arab News 8]

While the floods are destroying crops and livelihoods

upstream, downstream Sindh faces a paradox: river

surges that threaten displacement also help block

seawater intrusion into the Indus Delta, temporarily

reviving fisheries and farmland. Yet, delta communities
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remain vulnerable as the sea continues to encroach on

agricultural land due to reduced river flows and

shrinking mangroves. [Arab News 9]

Against this backdrop, the flood disaster has reignited

one of Pakistan’s most divisive debates: the Kalabagh

Dam project. Proposed in 1984 on the Indus River in

Punjab’s Mianwali district, the USD 10 billion project

was designed to generate 3,600 megawatts of

electricity and store water for irrigation and flood

management. It has long been opposed by Sindh and

Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, which fear submergence of

districts, displacement, and reduced flows to the Indus

Delta. Assemblies in both provinces have passed

resolutions against it, while successive federal

governments have avoided pushing the plan. [Arab

News 10]

International relief efforts are beginning to scale up.

On September 9, the United Nations allocated USD 5

million from its Central Emergency Response Fund

(CERF) to support flood response operations,

complementing earlier allocations of USD 600,000 and

USD 250,000 for local NGOs. UN officials caution,

however, that resources are nearly exhausted,

waterborne diseases are spreading, and significant

new international funding will be required to prevent

the crisis from worsening. [Arab News 11]

Pakistan: Supreme Court judge denounces

‘hybrid system’ after minister’s earlier

praise

(my) Supreme Court Justice Athar Minallah has warned

that the so-called “hybrid system” of governance in

Pakistan is effectively an admission of dictatorship and

undermines constitutional rule. Speaking at the

Karachi Bar Association on September 4, he said that

acknowledging such an arrangement means conceding

that there is “no constitutional governance” and that

elite capture has displaced the rule of law. He argued

that the only way forward is adherence to the

Constitution, which enshrines the people’s right to rule

through elected representatives in free and fair

elections.

Justice Minallah’s intervention comes months after

Defence Minister Khawaja Asif publicly praised the

same “hybrid system.” In June 2025, Asif described

Pakistan’s civil-military power-sharing as a “co-

ownership model” that, while not ideal, was “doing

wonders” by stabilizing the economy and

strengthening ties with the United States. His remarks,

made after Chief of Army Staff Field Marshal Asim
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Munir’s meeting with U.S. President Donald Trump,

were seen as unusually candid acknowledgment of the

military’s dominant role in civilian governance.

In his Karachi remarks, Justice Minallah said that

Pakistan’s 77-year judicial history has too often failed

to uphold constitutional supremacy, citing episodes

such as the 1954 dissolution of the Constituent

Assembly and the 1979 execution of former Prime

Minister Zulfikar Ali Bhutto. Bhutto, who founded the

Pakistan Peoples Party (PPP) and ruled in the 1970s,

was hanged under military ruler General Zia-ul-Haq in

a trial later acknowledged as flawed. His political legacy

endures through his daughter Benazir Bhutto, a two-

time prime minister assassinated in 2007, and his son-

in-law Asif Ali Zardari and grandson Bilawal Bhutto-

Zardari, both of whom remain central figures in the

PPP. [DAWN]

Pakistan: Supreme Court launches

overseas facilitation cell and pursues

reforms with global, digital focus

(lm) Pakistan’s Supreme Court has announced new

reforms under Chief Justice Yahya Afridi, aimed at

strengthening both international cooperation and

domestic judicial access.

On September 7, the court established the Overseas

Litigants Facilitation Cell (OLFC) at its principal seat in

Islamabad. The cell will allow litigants living abroad to

file petitions, applications, and grievances through

digital means. It will also process requests for early

hearings, provide case updates, and issue certified

copies of orders electronically. [Arab News 1]

Separately, at the Judicial Conference in Islamabad on

September 8, Afridi highlighted expanding

partnerships with judicial bodies abroad, including

memoranda of understanding with the Supreme

People’s Court of China, the Constitutional Court of

Türkiye, and ongoing exchanges with courts in

Bangladesh, Iran, Azerbaijan, Denmark, and the

Muslim World League in Saudi Arabia.

Afridi also outlined several technological reforms: the

introduction of electronic case filing, e-notices

supported by WhatsApp, SMS, and email alerts,

expanded video-link services to high courts, and

upgrades to court infrastructure. He said a Charter on

the Ethical Use of Artificial Intelligence was being

finalized to ensure technology supports judicial

functions.
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According to Afridi, the backlog of pending cases stood

at 60,635 in September 2024; in the year since, 20,811

new cases were filed and 22,863 were resolved. While

progress was made, he acknowledged that

constitutional bench work requiring extended hearings

limited further reductions. [Arab News 2]

Pakistan: Amnesty says state surveillance

system monitors millions of phones and

censors internet

(lm) Amnesty International has accused Pakistan of

operating one of the most extensive surveillance

regimes outside China, combining a German-made

phone-tapping system with a Chinese-built internet

firewall to monitor dissent and restrict free expression.

In a report released on September 9, Amnesty said

Pakistan’s Lawful Intercept Management System (LIMS)

enables intelligence agencies to tap at least 4 million

mobile phones at once, while a parallel firewall known

as WMS 2.0 can filter or block up to 2 million online

sessions simultaneously.

According to Amnesty, all four major mobile operators

have been ordered to connect to LIMS. The system is

supplied by Germany’s Utimaco and deployed through

monitoring centers run by UAE-based Datafusion,

while the firewall is provided by China’s Geedge

Networks and incorporates components from US-

based Niagara Networks, France’s Thales DIS, and

servers from a Chinese state IT firm. An earlier version

reportedly used Canadian Sandvine software. Amnesty

said this integration of Western and Chinese

technology underpins a nationwide monitoring

capability.

Pakistan’s government and military agencies deny

having phone-tapping powers, though court filings in a

2024 case brought by Bushra Bibi, the wife of former

prime minister Imran Khan, revealed that regulators

had instructed telecom operators to install LIMS for

“designated agencies.” Amnesty said this demonstrates

that the infrastructure is already in place.

The report notes that Pakistan is currently blocking

around 650,000 web links and restricting access to

major platforms such as YouTube, Facebook, and X,

with the most severe curbs in insurgency-hit

Balochistan, where entire districts have experienced

years-long internet blackouts. Rights groups accuse the

military of using such restrictions to mask enforced

disappearances and extrajudicial killings of Baloch and

Pashtun activists, allegations the army rejects. [Arab

News]
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Pakistan: Study exposes systemic

exploitation of brick kiln workers in

Punjab

(my) A new study by Pakistan’s National Commission

for Human Rights (NCHR) has revealed pervasive

exploitation of brick kiln workers in Punjab, the

country’s most populous province and its key industrial

and agricultural hub. The report, Unveiling Exploitation

and Abuse in the Brick Kilns of Punjab, highlights bonded

labor, gender-based violence, unsafe working

conditions, and the denial of basic labor rights.

Based on interviews with 30 victims and surveys of 200

workers in Kasur and Faisalabad, the study found that

90 percent of laborers lacked formal contracts, 97

percent entered the kilns due to urgent financial

distress, and more than 70 percent of families lived in

overcrowded, one-room dwellings. Workers described

incidents of physical abuse, kidnappings, torture, and

even deaths. Women were reported to face specific

risks, including forced marriages and sexual

harassment. Despite harsh working conditions, pay

remained below the legal minimum wage and workers

were excluded from social security protections.

Officials acknowledged that while laws prohibiting

bonded labor exist, enforcement remains weak. The

Pakistan Partnership Initiative (PPI), which collaborated

on the study, reported that more than 2,300 kiln

families have been rescued and rehabilitated, but

stressed that systemic reform is urgently needed. The

Human Rights Commission of Pakistan (HRCP)

meanwhile criticized the 2025–26 federal budget for

failing to deliver relief to low-income groups already

struggling with prolonged inflation. [Human Rights

Research Center]

Pakistan: Nationwide polio campaign

vaccinates over 19.3 million children as

drive concludes

(lm) Pakistan has completed a nine-day nationwide

anti-polio campaign, with health authorities reporting

that more than 19.3 million children under five

received oral polio drops between September 1 and 9,

according to the National Emergency Operations

Center (NEOC).

Breakdowns show that 8.43 million children were

vaccinated in Sindh province, over 4 million in Punjab,
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nearly 4 million in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, and more

than 2.18 million in Balochistan. In Islamabad,

approximately 464,000 children were covered, while

112,000 were vaccinated in Gilgit-Baltistan and 164,000

in Azad Jammu and Kashmir.

Polio remains endemic only in Pakistan and

Afghanistan. Pakistan recorded 74 cases in 2024, a

sharp increase from six in 2023 and just one in 2021,

underscoring the difficulties of eradication. The virus,

which causes lifelong paralysis, can only be prevented

through repeated oral vaccinations and routine

immunization. [Arab News]

Pakistan: State-owned firm reports major

oil and gas discovery

(as) Pakistan Petroleum Limited (PPL), a state-owned

energy company, has announced the discovery of

significant oil and gas reserves at the Dhok Sultan-03

well in Punjab province. The Dhok Sultan-03 site is a

deep exploration well located in the Attock district, an

administrative area in northern Punjab known for its

strategic position near the Indus River and the border

with Khyber Pakhtunkhwa province.

PPL said the well, drilled to a depth of around 5,800

meters, flowed up to 2,113 barrels of oil per day and

over 4 million standard cubic feet of gas per day under

testing. The company, holding a 75 percent stake in the

block alongside Government Holdings Private Limited’s

25 percent, noted that this represents the second

deepest oil discovery in the Pothohar region of

northern Punjab.

The discovery is expected to strengthen Pakistan’s

energy mix by reducing reliance on costly imports and

saving foreign exchange through indigenous

production. It follows earlier reports this year by Mari

Energies of new oil and gas finds in Waziristan district

of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa province. [Arab News]

Pakistan: ADB approves USD 130 million

loan to support energy sector reforms

(lm) Pakistan’s Ministry of Energy has announced that

the Asian Development Bank (ADB) has approved a

USD 130 million loan to modernize the country’s

troubled power sector. The initial USD 30 million will

be made available immediately, with the funds

directed toward improving transmission and
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distribution systems, advancing renewable energy, and

supporting the government’s clean energy transition.

During talks in Islamabad, Power Minister Sardar Awais

Ahmad Khan Leghari told the ADB delegation that

Pakistan plans to privatize three distribution

companies (DISCOs) in the first phase of its reform

program. Officials highlighted that Pakistan has

already shut down about 2,800 megawatts of fossil fuel

capacity ahead of schedule and is now seeking access

to international carbon credits.

The new loan builds on Pakistan’s broader

commitments under its USD 7 billion bailout with the

International Monetary Fund, which requires

restructuring of loss-making state-owned enterprises

and stronger fiscal discipline. [Arab News]

Pakistan: Central bank expected to keep

interest rate steady in September

meeting

(lm) The State Bank of Pakistan (SBP) is expected to

leave its policy rate unchanged at 11 percent when its

monetary policy committee meets on September 15. A

majority of market participants anticipate no change,

though some expect a modest reduction of up to 100

basis points.

The SBP has cut the rate by 11 percentage points since

June 2024, when it stood at a record 22 percent, but

has held steady since May 2025 amid inflation

concerns and flood-related risks. The policy rate is the

bank’s main tool to control inflation, with higher rates

discouraging borrowing and lower rates potentially

boosting growth but risking price increases.

Ongoing floods are raising fears of food supply shocks,

similar to those seen in 2010–2011, when a fifth of the

country was submerged and rice output fell by about

30 percent. Market indicators such as the 6-month

Karachi Interbank Offered Rate (KIBOR) and yields on

short-term government securities have shown little

movement, signaling expectations of stability.

Inflation is projected to average 6–7 percent in fiscal

year 2026, with gradual rate cuts expected later,

possibly lowering the policy rate to around 10 percent

by mid-2026 once flood-related pressures ease.

Pakistan remains under a USD 7 billion International

Monetary Fund (IMF) program, which calls for cautious

monetary policy alongside reforms to stabilize the

currency and strengthen transparency. [Arab News]
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Pakistan: Surge in militant and sectarian

violence leaves police and civilians dead

in northwest

(lm) A wave of violence has struck Pakistan’s

northwestern Khyber Pakhtunkhwa province, with

fresh incidents highlighting the region’s deteriorating

security.

In Lakki Marwat district, police killed a suspected

militant commander during an intelligence-based

operation. He was wanted for bombings and targeted

killings of policemen and was reportedly plotting new

assaults. The Counter Terrorism Department said the

raid, in which one officer was injured, recovered

weapons and ammunition. Lakki Marwat, bordering

Afghanistan’s tribal belt, has long been a hotspot of

Tehreek-e-Taliban Pakistan (TTP) activity. [Arab News 1]

On the same day, six passengers were shot dead when

gunmen attacked their vehicle in Kurram district, a

Shia-majority area that has witnessed repeated

sectarian clashes. Local officials said the victims

belonged to the Sunni community, and the Human

Rights Commission of Pakistan called for an impartial

inquiry, warning that the district is facing a

humanitarian crisis. Around 250 people have been

killed in renewed sectarian fighting in Kurram since

July, with local truces failing to end the cycle of

violence. [Arab News 2]

Separately, three police officers were killed and one

critically wounded in an ambush in Karak district, near

Bannu. The attackers opened fire on a patrol before

escaping, prompting a cordon-and-search operation.

The incident came just days after six security

personnel and six militants were killed in a major

attack on a paramilitary base in Bannu. [Arab News 3]

Militant attacks in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa have surged

since a truce with the TTP collapsed in November 2022.

Islamabad accuses the Taliban government in

Afghanistan of sheltering TTP fighters and India of

backing insurgents in the northwest and Balochistan,

allegations both Kabul and New Delhi deny.

Pakistan: Suicide bombing at political

rally in Balochistan kills 15, triggers

protests and arrests
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(lm) A suicide bomber attacked a rally of the

Balochistan National Party–Mengal (BNP-M) in Quetta

on September 2, killing at least 15 people and injuring

32. The explosion, claimed by Daesh, detonated

outside the venue as participants were leaving a

commemoration marking the fourth death anniversary

of BNP founder Attaullah Mengal. Despite intelligence

warnings and the imposition of Section 144 — a legal

emergency measure under Pakistan’s Code of Criminal

Procedure — the attack took place even though more

than 100 police officers were deployed at the scene.

[Arab News 1]

Daesh, a transnational extremist group with an affiliate

in Pakistan since 2015, has repeatedly targeted

political gatherings, minority groups, and security

forces. Its regional branch, Daesh-Khorasan, remains

active in Balochistan, which is regularly the site of both

jihadist violence and separatist insurgency.

The BNP-M, a mainstream ethnic Baloch nationalist

party advocating for greater provincial autonomy and

control over local resources, declared three days of

mourning. Anger quickly spilled into the streets: on

September 8, businesses shut down across more than

a dozen cities in Balochistan during a strike organized

by the party. Demonstrators blocked roads in Quetta

and other towns, prompting police to arrest at least 60

protesters and fire tear gas to disperse crowds. [Arab

News 2]

Pakistan: Government launches probe

into massive online data leak

(lm) Pakistan’s Interior Minister has ordered an

investigation into a large-scale data breach that

reportedly exposed the personal details of thousands

of citizens, including federal ministers and senior

officials. The Interior Ministry said the National Cyber

Crimes Investigation Agency has been tasked with

probing the leak and will submit a report within 14

days.

According to local media, the compromised

information includes national identity card copies,

mobile phone records, addresses, call logs, and foreign

travel histories, which are being sold online for prices

ranging from PKR 500 (USD 1.8) for location data to

PKR 5,000 (USD 18) for travel details. Officials said legal

action will follow once those responsible are identified.

This is the latest in a series of cyber incidents in

Pakistan. In May 2025, the National Cyber Emergency

Response Team (PKCERT) warned that login credentials
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of more than 180 million Pakistani users had been

stolen in a global data breach affecting accounts on

platforms such as Google, Microsoft, Facebook, and

local banking and government portals. A separate

investigation in March 2024 found that between 2019

and 2023, credentials of 2.7 million citizens were

compromised in a breach at the National Database

and Registration Authority (NADRA). [Arab News]

Sri Lanka: Government pledges list of

politicians tied to organized crime after

major drugs seizures

(lm) Sri Lanka’s government has promised to publish a

list of former ministers, parliamentarians, and other

prominent figures accused of links to organized crime,

following a series of record drug-related seizures that

have renewed debate over political protection for the

underworld.

Police recently discovered nearly 50,000 kilograms of

chemical precursors suspected for use in producing

crystal methamphetamine (“Ice”) in raids across the

island. The largest consignments were uncovered in

Middeniya, in Hambantota District — long a Rajapaksa

family stronghold — and in Thalawa in the North

Central Province. Investigators tied the shipments to a

former local official of the opposition Sri Lanka

Podujana Peramuna (SLPP) and his brother. [Daily

Mirror 1] [Daily Mirror 2] [Daily Mirror 3]

The SLPP, once the dominant ruling party under the

Rajapaksas but reduced since the 2024 elections,

suspended the official’s membership following the

revelations. [Daily Mirror 4]

Police said the chemicals were imported by an

underworld figure who had earlier run a meth lab in

Nuwara Eliya with the help of two Pakistani nationals.

Additional raids in Kandana near Colombo and in

Tangalle on the southern coast uncovered further

consignments. [Daily Mirror 5] [Daily Mirror 6]

The seizures triggered political controversy after

Opposition Leader Sajith Premadasa alleged that at

least two containers of narcotics raw materials were

cleared by Customs despite prior warnings from

foreign intelligence services. He questioned whether

the shipments were among hundreds of red-labelled

containers released earlier this year and demanded

disclosure of who authorized their clearance and

oversight of inspections. [Daily Mirror 7]
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Amid mounting scrutiny, Public Security Minister

Ananda Wijepala promised to table a list of political

figures tied to criminal networks. Mass Media and

Health Minister Nalinda Jayatissa pointed to the visible

panic among some politicians during the arrest of

crime boss Mandinu Padmasiri, known as

“Kehelbaddara Padme,” as evidence of entrenched

drug and underworld links. He said police testimony

and the chemical seizures show how political

patronage shielded narcotics networks. [Daily Mirror 8]

[Daily Mirror 9]

Plantations and Community Development Minister

Samantha Vidyarathna argued that organized crime

has now been dismantled “step by step” with the end

of political protection. He said intelligence agencies

continue to recover hidden assets and weapons linked

to politicians, including figures associated with former

presidents, and stressed that “no one is above the

law.” [Daily Mirror 10]

Sri Lanka: Former ruling party signals

cooperation with opposition amid ex-

president’s legal pressure

(lm) The United National Party (UNP), long led by

former president Ranil Wickremesinghe, has

announced that it will work with the main opposition

Samagi Jana Balawegaya (SJB) and other opposition

parties through a joint all-party mechanism. Party

chairman Wajira Abeywardena confirmed that

discussions with the SJB and others had already taken

place. [Daily Mirror 1]

Deputy leader Ruwan Wijewardene added that former

president Ranil Wickremesinghe could re-enter

Parliament “at the right time” if needed, though he

currently has no immediate plans to do so. [Daily

Mirror 2]

At the same time, the UNP denied reports that it had

severed ties with the People’s Alliance, dismissing as

fake a document circulated under its letterhead. The

People’s Alliance is a broader opposition bloc of which

the UNP is a part, and speculation about a split drew

attention because the UNP has historically relied on

cooperation with allied parties to retain relevance after

its electoral collapse in 2020. [Daily Mirror 3]

These moves come as Wickremesinghe, who served as

president from 2022 to 2024, faces multiple legal

challenges. He was arrested in late August on

corruption charges related to misuse of public funds

during an overseas trip and later released on bail. He is
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also named in a Supreme Court case over the below-

market sale of a key mineral deposit and remains

under investigation in other inquiries.

Today’s parliamentary balance is dominated by the

left-leaning National People’s Power (NPP), which holds

159 of the 225 seats. The SJB commands 40 seats, the

newly formed New Democratic Front led by

Wickremesinghe holds 5, and the Sri Lanka Podujana

Peramuna (SLPP) has only 3 seats. The UNP’s single

seat underscores the sharp decline of a party that

governed the country for decades.

Sri Lanka: Government moves to repeal

perks for former presidents and MPs amid

reform push

(lm) Sri Lanka’s Parliament will debate the President’s

Entitlements Repeal Bill on September 10, after the

Supreme Court ruled that the measure is

constitutional and can be passed by a simple majority.

The bill seeks to abolish long-standing privileges of

former presidents, retaining only pension benefits.

Speaker Jagath Wickramaratne confirmed the ruling in

Parliament on September 9, and the Business

Committee scheduled the debate for the following day.

[Daily Mirror 1] [Daily Mirror 2]

The government has also signaled a shift in handling

official residences, with plans to transfer the property

on Wijerama Mawatha in Colombo, currently occupied

by former President Mahinda Rajapaksa, to the

Criminal Investigations Department once the repeal

law is enacted. Rajapaksa has said he will vacate the

property once the legislation passes. [Daily Mirror 3]

In a related move, the Cabinet has canceled a

controversial scheme introduced in 2022 that allowed

former Members of Parliament to purchase subsidized

houses at the Viyathpura Housing Complex. Expanded

in 2023 and 2024, the program enabled MPs to acquire

homes at concessionary rates far below market value,

resulting in reported losses of more than LKR 92

million (USD 313,000) for the Urban Development

Authority. While the scheme has now been scrapped,

MPs who already made down payments will still be

able to purchase properties at the previously approved

concessionary rates for public sale. [Daily Mirror 4]

Sri Lanka: Expanding corruption probes

ensnare former ministers as Rajapaksa
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party pushes back

(lm) Sri Lanka’s anti-corruption campaign has

intensified, with multiple former ministers facing court

proceedings and the Commission to Investigate

Allegations of Bribery or Corruption (CIABOC) reporting

its heaviest caseload in years.

On September 9, the Colombo Chief Magistrate

ordered the conclusion of proceedings against former

Health Minister Keheliya Rambukwella and his family,

with money laundering indictments now moving to the

Colombo High Court. [Daily Mirror 1]

The same day, former Fisheries Minister Rajitha

Senaratne was granted bail in a case involving alleged

misappropriation of funds from a sand mining project

at Kirinda Fisheries Harbour. He was released on a

cash bail of LKR 50,000 (about USD 170) and three

sureties of LKR 2 million (about USD 6,800) each, and

placed under a foreign travel ban. [Daily Mirror 2]

Separately, former State Minister Prasanna Ranaweera

was ordered on September 8 to remain in remand

custody until September 22 over a forged land

document case valued at nearly LKR 200 million (about

USD 680,000). [Daily Mirror 3]

Other senior figures also remain under pressure.

Former State Minister Shasheendra Rajapaksa, a

member of the Rajapaksa family political dynasty, is in

remand custody on charges of misusing state property

in Monaragala District and will next appear before the

Colombo High Court on October 2. [Daily Mirror 4]

[Daily Mirror 5]

Former Minister Chandrani Bandara faces a corruption

trial resuming September 23, with prosecutors

amending indictments over alleged improper

appointments during her tenure in the Yahapalana

government. Senaratne, in addition to his bail case,

was also questioned by the Bribery Commission on

September 3 as part of a broader corruption probe.

[Daily Mirror 6]

Former Minister Rajitha Senaratne, also in remand

custody, was produced before the Bribery Commission

on September 3 to record a statement in connection

with an ongoing corruption probe. [Daily Mirror 7]

The scale of investigations reflects the CIABOC’s

growing workload. Between January and July 2025, it

received nearly 4,000 complaints, with 288 advancing

to formal investigations and more than 1,100 still

under review. As of July, 272 corruption-related cases

remain active in courts, mostly at the High Court level.
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The agency has filed fifty-four cases this year against

sixty-four individuals, including senior political figures

such as Rambukwella, S.M. Chandrasena, and

Piyankara Jayaratne, alongside public officials and local

administrators. Nearly forty arrests have been made in

2025 alone, but recoveries remain modest, with only

LKR 2.12 million (about USD 7,200) collected through

fines and asset confiscations. [Daily Mirror 8]

Amid the crackdown, the Rajapaksa family’s Sri Lanka

Podujana Peramuna (SLPP), now reduced to just three

seats in Parliament after its 2024 electoral defeat, has

accused the government of waging smear campaigns.

Namal Rajapaksa, son of former President Mahinda

Rajapaksa, told reporters on September 8 that

allegations over offshore funds, luxury assets, and

misuse of resources were politically motivated. He

linked the controversy to the release of 323 containers

from Colombo Port earlier this year without inspection,

demanding disclosure of their contents. He also

criticized the government for focusing on opposition

discrediting while security incidents, including

underworld shootings, persist. [Daily Mirror 9]

Sri Lanka: Cabinet approves 2026

Appropriation Bill for parliamentary

submission

(lm) Sri Lanka’s Cabinet of Ministers has approved the

2026 Appropriation Bill, clearing the way for it to be

published in the Government Gazette before being

tabled in Parliament for debate and approval. The bill,

drafted by the Legal Draftsman’s Department and

vetted by the Attorney General, was submitted by

President Anura Kumara Dissanayake in his capacity as

Minister of Finance, Economic Planning and

Development. The move initiates the annual budget

process for the coming fiscal year. [Daily Mirror]

Sri Lanka: Supreme Court to hear case on

state inaction over climate change

(lm) Sri Lanka’s Supreme Court has agreed to hear a

petition arguing that the government’s failure to

implement adequate climate policies violates citizens’

fundamental rights. The case was filed by the Centre

for Environmental Justice (CEJ) and its directors, who

named nine respondents including the President, the

Ministries of Environment and Transport, the Central

Environmental Authority, the Sustainable Energy

Authority, the Ceylon Electricity Board, the Public
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Utilities Commission, the police chief, and the Attorney

General.

A three-judge bench granted leave to proceed on

September 8, paving the way for a full hearing. The

petitioners contend that rising temperatures, sea-level

rise, extreme weather events, and their effects on

agriculture, health, and livelihoods pose direct and

imminent threats to constitutional rights. [Daily Mirror]

Sri Lanka: President appoints 18 new High

Court judges

(lm) President Anura Kumara Dissanayake has

appointed 18 new judges to the High Court. The

appointments include 17 Special Class Judicial Officers

and one Senior State Counsel from the Attorney

General’s Department. [Daily Mirror]

Sri Lanka: Opposition warns government

erred by skipping SCO summit

(lm) An opposition lawmaker has criticized the

government’s decision not to attend the Shanghai

Cooperation Organization (SCO) summit in China,

arguing that the move undermines Sri Lanka’s long-

standing non-aligned foreign policy and risks losing

potential economic benefits. Samagi Jana Balawegaya

(SJB), the main opposition party, said Sri Lanka missed

out on discussions on connectivity, trade facilitation,

and technology transfer.

The MP warned that by avoiding the summit, the

government could be seen internationally as leaning

toward a pro-Western stance. He also questioned

whether U.S. pressure had influenced the decision,

suggesting Sri Lanka should have followed Pakistan’s

example and participated despite other trade

constraints.

The remarks come amid renewed political debate over

Katchatheevu Island, a small territory in the Palk Strait

that India ceded to Sri Lanka in 1974 but which

remains a recurring issue in Tamil Nadu politics. The

MP said President Anura Kumara Dissanayake should

not have reacted strongly to recent comments from

Indian actor-turned-politician C. Joseph Vijay, who

raised the island issue while campaigning in Tamil

Nadu. He noted that past Indian leaders, including

successive chief ministers in Tamil Nadu, have raised
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the matter without prompting concrete action from

New Delhi. [Daily Mirror]

Sri Lanka: Coalition-leading leftist party

dismisses speculation over prime

minister’s removal

(lm) Tilvin Silva, General Secretary of the Janatha

Vimukthi Peramuna (JVP)—the Marxist-rooted political

party that leads the ruling left-wing National People’s

Power (NPP) alliance—has dismissed recent rumors

that Prime Minister Harini Amarasuriya might be

removed. Speaking at a public event, Silva said

opposition claims were baseless, recalling earlier false

theories that she would lose her ministerial portfolio.

“These are nothing more than their dreams,” he

asserted. [Daily Mirror]

Sri Lanka: Former police chief cleared in

2017 elevator operator case

(lm) Former Inspector General of Police (IGP) Pujith

Jayasundara was released on September 3 from a long-

pending case alleging criminal intimidation and assault

of an elevator operator at Police Headquarters in 2017.

The court’s decision brings an end to the proceedings

against the former police chief, who had faced scrutiny

over the incident for several years. [Daily Mirror]

Sri Lanka: Cabinet approves project to

resolve missing persons cases by 2027

(lm) The Cabinet has approved a special project to

accelerate investigations into long-pending cases of

missing and disappeared persons. The initiative will be

implemented through the Office on Missing People, an

independent body created under a 2016 law to

investigate such cases and report findings to families.

Since its establishment, the office has received nearly

17,000 complaints, of which more than 10,500 remain

unresolved. To expedite inquiries, 25 sub-committees

will be formed with 75 members, including retired

judges, senior administrators, and lawyers. The

project’s goal is to conclude all investigations and

related responsibilities by the end of 2027, offering

justice and closure for affected families. [Daily Mirror]
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Sri Lanka: Rising child abuse, pregnancies,

and cancer cases raise alarm

(lm) Sri Lankan authorities have reported mounting

challenges to child welfare, with sharp increases in

both abuse cases and serious health risks. The

National Child Protection Authority (NCPA) recorded

5,461 complaints between January and July 2025,

including 141 cases of serious sexual abuse, 330

incidents of harassment, 32 rapes, and 44 pregnancies.

Child cruelty was the most reported violation, with

1,126 cases, alongside 125 cases of trafficking, 82 of

child labor, 81 of cyber abuse, and 10 incidents of self-

harm. [Daily Mirror 1]

At the same time, the National Cancer Control

Programme (NCCP) has reported that nearly 900

children are now diagnosed with cancer each year, up

from an earlier annual range of 600 to 800. Around 200

child cancer deaths have been recorded annually since

2019, many considered preventable as diagnoses often

come too late for effective treatment. [Daily Mirror 2]

Sri Lanka: government advances tourism

reforms as church resists plan to develop

Kachchatheevu

(lm) The government is pushing ahead with plans to

overhaul the tourism sector through a new Tourism

Act, despite concerns from both industry stakeholders

and religious leaders. The proposed law, cleared by

Cabinet and now advancing to Parliament, would

replace the 2005 Tourism Act by consolidating existing

tourism bodies into a new National Tourism

Commission. Officials say the reform will cut through

overlapping responsibilities and streamline policy,

though private sector stakeholders warn it could

create fresh bureaucratic delays, particularly in

procurement for promotional activities.

A Presidential Task Force established in August to fast-

track the five-year Sri Lanka Tourism Development

Programme has already held its first meeting, with the

second scheduled for mid-October. Chaired by the

Minister of Foreign Affairs, Foreign Employment, and

Tourism, the task force is tasked with coordinating

investment projects, including tourism-linked land use,

and reports directly to the president. [Daily Mirror 1]

Meanwhile, the Catholic Church has voiced opposition

to the government’s proposal to promote

Kachchatheevu Island, located in the Palk Strait

between Sri Lanka and India, as a tourist destination.
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The Bishop of Jaffna stressed that the island serves as

a religious site regularly visited by fishermen from both

countries and warned that turning it into a tourist

attraction would be disrespectful to its spiritual

significance. [Daily Mirror 2]

Sri Lanka: Cabinet approves closure of 33

state enterprises

(lm) The Cabinet has approved the closure and

liquidation of 33 state enterprises deemed non-

operational or ineffective. The process will take place

in two stages and cover statutory bodies, state

corporations, and state-owned companies that have

become financial burdens without contributing

meaningfully to the economy or providing adequate

public services.

According to the government, many of these entities

were created decades ago for specific public or

strategic purposes, but their functions are no longer

relevant to current needs or market conditions. The

decision forms part of wider state-sector restructuring

aimed at reducing fiscal strain. [Daily Mirror]

Sri Lanka: Police investigations unit

overwhelmed with complaints, new

bureau created to share caseload

(lm) Sri Lanka’s Criminal Investigations Department

(CID), the main police branch handling serious crimes,

is struggling to process around 60,000 pending

complaints, Public Security Minister Ananda Wijepala

said on September 5. To reduce the caseload, some

matters will be redirected to the newly established

Central Crimes Investigation Bureau (CCIB), which

functions under the Inspector General of Police and

has full authority to carry out probes and raids.

At the inauguration of the CCIB headquarters, the

minister said citizens will now be able to submit

complaints directly to the new bureau. He added that

the government is pursuing wider structural reforms in

the police service to strengthen investigations.

The police force faces a shortage of 28,000 officers. To

address this, the government plans to recruit 5,000

personnel this year and another 5,000 in 2026. [Daily

Mirror]
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Sri Lanka: President vows crackdown on

police officers linked to drug trade

(lm) President Anura Kumara Dissanayake has warned

that police officers involved in spreading drugs will be

removed from the service, stressing that it is

unacceptable for those tasked with eradicating

narcotics to contribute to the problem. Speaking at the

159th anniversary of the Sri Lanka Police, he urged

implicated officers to leave voluntarily or face

dismissal, noting that he had already discussed the

matter with the Inspector General of Police.

The president also criticized past political interference

in criminal investigations, saying such meddling had

crippled probes and allowed serious crimes to go

unresolved. He pledged that under his administration,

the police would have full independence to pursue

investigations without political pressure or retaliation.

[Daily Mirror]
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Brunei: Joint operation uncovers multiple

offences

(ga) A large-scale joint enforcement operation involving

197 personnel from 10 government agencies was

carried out in the capital on September 3, uncovering a

range of violations. The operation targeted commercial

premises and apartments, as well as a roadblock

where 186 vehicles were inspected.
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During the operation, customs officers detained four

individuals for possessing alcohol and cigarettes, while

the Narcotics Control Bureau arrested a male suspect

under the Misuse of Drugs Act.

Immigration authorities identified two offenders under

the Immigration Act, and the Religious Enforcement

Division found a man and woman suspected of

committing seclusion or adultery, which is banned in

the country.

Furthermore, labor officials discovered several

companies in breach of the Employment Order, 2009,

while the municipal authority recorded three cases of

abandoned vehicles. The Department of Electrical

Services also detected a residence using an

unmonitored electric meter. [Borneo Bulletin]

Brunei: Scam cases top cybersecurity

incidents in 2024

(ga) In 2024, the Brunei Computer Emergency

Response Team (BruCERT) recorded 646 security

incidents, with scams topping the list at 200 cases,

followed by 76 reports of unsolicited calls or messages

and 52 cases of impersonation.

Cyber Security Brunei (CSB) Cybersecurity Awareness

Trainer Siti Nor Izuana shared the figures during the

Artificial Intelligence (AI) Awareness Workshop for

Senior Citizens. She noted that many cases likely went

unreported due to victims losing only small sums,

feeling embarrassed, or children fearing parental

reprimand in cases of cyberbullying.

Complaints related to AI misuse have emerged in the

past two to three years, reflecting its growing presence

in daily life. Among the concerns highlighted was the

use of AI to create manipulated images, including a

case where a student used AI to generate an altered

photo of another student, which went viral.

The public is advised not to share personal information

with AI platforms and to verify the source of images or

videos received, as AI-generated content may contain

flaws but continues to improve in sophistication.

[Borneo Bulletin]

Cambodia: New citizenship law allows

revocation for treason
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(ms) Cambodia’s government has enacted sweeping

amendments to its Citizenship Law, granting the state

power to revoke nationality from citizens found guilty

of treason or collusion with foreign powers. The

changes, signed into law on September 5 by Senate

President Hun Sen in his role as acting head of state,

follow a July constitutional amendment that removed

previous safeguards against citizenship loss.

The Ministry of Interior drafted the revisions over two

months before they were unanimously approved by

the National Assembly and Senate. They amend seven

articles of the 2018 Nationality Law, introducing

procedures for revoking citizenship by birth for

Cambodians aged 18 or older who allegedly conspire

with foreign actors. Officials argue the law is necessary

to safeguard sovereignty amid heightened tensions

along the Thai border and accuse some nationals

abroad of working with foreign governments to

destabilize the country.

The amendments come after opposition figure Sam

Rainsy accused Hun Sen of withdrawing troops from

the border with Thailand, sparking calls from military

leaders to strip him and his allies of citizenship.

Rights groups, however, warn the changes could be

used as a political weapon. Human Rights Watch said

the law undermines the fundamental right to

nationality and risks creating statelessness, particularly

for activists, journalists, and opposition politicians.

Cambodian NGOs likewise criticized the law’s vague

wording, warning it could target people based on

political opinions or ethnicity.

International law prohibits arbitrary deprivation of

nationality, but Cambodian officials insist the new

provisions apply only to “traitors.” [Human Right

Watch] [Khmer Times]

Cambodia: 21 new national standards to

strengthen domestic industry approved

(ms) The National Standards Council has approved the

adoption of 21 international standards as Cambodian

national standards, aiming to boost industrial

competitiveness and align local production with global

benchmarks. The decision was made at the Council’s

31st meeting, chaired by Hem Vanndy, Minister of

Industry, Science, Technology and Innovation, who also

serves as the Council’s chairman.

The newly adopted standards are drawn from the

International Organization for Standardization (ISO),
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the International Electrotechnical Commission (IEC),

and joint ISO/IEC standards. They cover a wide range of

sectors, including chemicals, energy management,

electrical and electronic products, automotive

components, cosmetics, bamboo furniture, and

textiles.

Minister Vanndy said these measures form an

essential foundation for Cambodia’s industrial

progress. By applying internationally recognized

standards, Cambodian businesses will be able to

better integrate into domestic and international supply

chains while also protecting public health, ensuring

consumer safety, and enhancing the overall quality of

local products.

The three types of standards have distinct roles. ISO is

the world’s largest developer of voluntary standards

and sets benchmarks across almost every industrial

sector, from textiles to food safety. IEC, by contrast,

specializes in the electrotechnical field, creating

standards for electrical, electronic, and energy-related

technologies. Some areas overlap, particularly in digital

systems and information technology. For this reason,

ISO and IEC jointly develop ISO/IEC standards, which

focus on areas such as software quality, cybersecurity,

and data management.

In addition to approving the new standards, the

Council endorsed the establishment of three national

committees to increase Cambodia’s participation in

international standardization bodies. This step

supports the country’s plan to become a full ISO

member and an associate member of the IEC by 2026,

a move that would give Cambodia a stronger voice in

shaping the very standards it is adopting.

Officials said these reforms are not only technical

adjustments but also a signal of Cambodia’s ambition

to strengthen industrial sovereignty, promote national

products, and attract greater investment through

internationally credible standards.[Kampuchea Thmey

Daily] [Khmer Times]

Cambodia: Development council reports

strong growth in investment approvals

through August

(gm) The Council for the Development of Cambodia

(CDC) approved 491 investment projects between

January and August 2025, reflecting a 71 percent

increase over the same period in 2024. Total registered

capital reached approximately USD 7.2 billion, up 50
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percent year-on-year, according to a CDC press release

issued September 3.

In August alone, 51 projects were approved with an

estimated capital of USD 608 million and the potential

to create 27,000 jobs. Cambodian nationals accounted

for the largest share of investment, followed by

investors from China, Singapore, and the UK. [Phnom

Penh Post]

The majority of projects were located outside special

economic zones (SEZs), including agro-industrial

facilities. The remaining 16 were within SEZs and

included infrastructure and hospitality developments.

The CDC cited legal reforms, improved infrastructure,

and strengthened trade agreements as contributing

factors. Investment approvals were concentrated in

Kampong Speu, Svay Rieng, Phnom Penh, and Takeo.

Cambodia: National Bank governor

receives UNDP representative

(ms) Dr. Chea Serey, Governor of the National Bank of

Cambodia (NBC), welcomed Enrico Gaveglia, the newly

appointed United Nations Development Programme

(UNDP) Representative to Cambodia, during a meeting

on September 8.

Governor Chea Serey congratulated Gaveglia on his

appointment and expressed appreciation for the long-

standing cooperation between NBC and UNDP. She

highlighted past joint initiatives, including research

collaborations, high-level conferences, and technical

support, which have contributed to improving

Cambodia’s financial environment and advancing

sustainable economic development. She also

reaffirmed her commitment to strengthening future

cooperation.

Enrico Gaveglia expressed his pleasure in taking up his

mission in Cambodia and pledged to build on the

partnership with NBC. He underscored the importance

of ongoing collaboration in areas such as promoting

the use of the Cambodian Riel, green finance, and

support for small and medium-sized enterprises.

Both sides agreed to work toward signing a

Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) soon to

broaden and deepen their cooperation. [Khmer Times]

Cambodia: USD 1.5 billion Techo

International Airport opens
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(ms)  Cambodia’s Techo International Airport (TIA) has

officially opened, replacing Phnom Penh International

Airport after nearly 70 years of service.

The USD 1.5 billion facility spans 2,600 hectares in

Kandal and Takeo provinces and is built to 4F

international standards, capable of handling the

world’s largest aircraft, including the Airbus A380. Its

first commercial flight, from Guangzhou, landed to a

water salute witnessed by senior officials.

Prime Minister Hun Manet said TIA will enhance

tourism, trade, and investment while positioning

Cambodia as a stronger regional hub.

Phase one allows capacity for up to 15 million

passengers annually, with expansions planned to

reach 45 million by 2050. Officials also highlighted TIA’s

role in strengthening cargo operations, attracting

global airlines, and spurring economic activity along

new development corridors. [Khmer Times] [Xinhua]

Indonesia: President Prabowo replaces

finance minister, creates Hajj Ministry in

sweeping reshuffle

(ms) President Prabowo Subianto shocked markets on

September 8 by replacing Indonesia’s long-serving

finance minister Sri Mulyani Indrawati with economist

Purbaya Yudhi Sadewa, a move seen as a decisive shift

toward a pro-growth and more politically loyal

economic team. The reshuffle also introduced a new

Ministry of Hajj and Umrah, underscoring Prabowo’s

strategy of consolidating power while catering to key

constituencies.

Sri Mulyani, widely respected for her cautious fiscal

management and credibility with investors, formally

handed over the finance portfolio on September 9.

“Nobody’s perfect … I humbly apologize,” she said in a

farewell speech. At the same event, Purbaya admitted

that “the task isn’t easy,” but insisted it was “not

impossible” to achieve Prabowo’s ambitious growth

target of 8 percent, aiming first for 6–7 percent with

greater government and private sector involvement.

He ruled out new taxes, signaling a shift from fiscal

restraint to stimulus-heavy growth policies.

Markets reacted nervously. The rupiah fell more than 1

percent against the U.S. dollar before the central bank

intervened, the Jakarta Composite Index dropped over

1.5 percent, and international bonds weakened.

Analysts fear that Sri Mulyani’s departure removes a

key safeguard against fiscal slippage, raising the risk of
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widening deficits as Prabowo pursues expensive

programs such as his flagship free meals scheme.

While no official explanation was given for the

reshuffle, several factors are being discussed in

political and financial circles. Sri Mulyani had become a

lightning rod for criticism amid two weeks of mass

protests demanding fairer taxation and greater

government accountability. As the face of Indonesia’s

fiscal policy, she was directly targeted by protesters,

and her home in Jakarta was even looted in late

August. Replacing her may have been Prabowo’s

attempt to defuse public anger and redirect blame

away from the presidency.

Another reason may be ideological. Sri Mulyani built

her reputation on fiscal discipline and cautious debt

management, which won her international praise but

sometimes put her at odds with Prabowo’s populist

spending agenda. The president has pledged

expansive social programs and a push toward 8

percent growth, ambitions that risk colliding with the

conservative budget framework Sri Mulyani defended.

Her exit clears the way for more flexible fiscal policy

under Purbaya, who has already embraced deficit

spending and rejected new taxes as growth tools.

The reshuffle reflects Prabowo’s desire to consolidate

his power base. Purbaya has long-standing ties to the

president’s circle, shaped by his admiration for

Prabowo’s father, the late economist and among other

things former Finance Minister Sumitro

Djojohadikusumo, and by his political alignment in

recent years. Unlike Sri Mulyani — who was respected

abroad but sometimes politically isolated at home —

Purbaya is seen as both ideologically aligned and

personally loyal. This makes him more likely to execute

Prabowo’s agenda without resistance.

Beyond finance, the creation of a Ministry of Hajj and

Umrah, led by Irfan Yusuf with Dahnil Azhar as deputy,

institutionalizes government control over religious

affairs that directly affect millions of Indonesians. Every

year, more than 200,000 citizens make the pilgrimage

to Saudi Arabia, while millions more aspire to go,

making the management of hajj quotas, logistics, and

services a politically sensitive issue. Previously, these

responsibilities were handled by the Ministry of

Religious Affairs; the establishment of a separate

ministry reflects both the growing importance of

religious services in domestic politics and Prabowo’s

desire to strengthen ties with Muslim constituencies.

The reshuffle also touched the ministries of migrant

worker protection, cooperatives and SMEs, and youth

and sports. But it is the dual moves — installing a loyal



pro-growth finance chief and creating a ministry with

strong symbolic and practical resonance for

Indonesia’s Muslim majority — that illustrate

Prabowo’s dual-track strategy: economic populism

paired with political consolidation.

For now, investors are cautious. “Mulyani was the

safeguard of prudent fiscal policy,” said Hasnain Malik

of Tellimer. “Her departure will stir fears of widening

deficits under an unconstrained and, after the

protests, under-pressure Prabowo.” Whether Purbaya

can calm markets while delivering growth — and

whether the new ministries translate into real

governance improvements or simply political

patronage — will be early tests of Prabowo’s

presidency.[Antara] [Reuters 1] [Reuters 2]

Indonesia: Parliament under pressure as

public grievances linger beyond deadline

(nl/gp) After more than a week of nationwide protests,

Indonesia’s parliament is under mounting pressure as

students, workers, and rights groups rally behind a

sweeping reform agenda known as the “17+8

demands.” The movement, sparked by outrage over

lawmakers’ lavish perks and the death of a motorcycle

taxi driver during a police crackdown, has grown into a

broader call for accountability, transparency, and

political reform. Despite initial concessions, including

cuts to legislators’ allowances, most demands remain

unmet, fueling skepticism and keeping demonstrations

alive. [The Jakarta Post] [Antara 1] [Detik, in

Indonesian]

The “17+8 demands,” popularized online under the

banner Transparency, Reform, Empathy, outline 17

urgent measures to be implemented within a week—

such as independent probes into protest deaths and

curbing military involvement in civilian affairs—plus

eight long-term reforms to be achieved within a year,

including overhauling parliament, restructuring taxes,

and passing an asset confiscation law. [Antara 2]

By September 5, the House implemented measures to

curb lawmakers’ privileges, scrapping monthly housing

stipends of 50 million rupiah (USD 3,200) retroactively,

freezing overseas trips except for official state visits,

cutting utility and transport allowances, and ensuring

suspended legislators lose pay under coordination

between the ethics council and party tribunals.

Parliament also pledged stronger budget transparency

and greater public participation, with Speaker Puan

Maharani framing the overhaul as a step to rebuild

trust, though MPs still receive about 65.6 million rupiah
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(USD 4,200) monthly, leaving protesters skeptical. Civil

society groups monitoring progress through the civic

portal bijakmemantau.id, however, noted that only a

handful of short-term points have been met, such as

halting pay hikes, publishing budget details, and

mandating ethics reviews, while most demands

including independent investigations into protest

deaths and security sector reforms, remain unfulfilled.

Longer-term reforms in parliament, taxation and party

governance, due by August 2026, have seen little

movement. [Jakarta Globe] [Bijak Memantau] [Tempo,

in Indonesian]

While these parliamentary reforms unfolded, the

government also acted to address broader impacts of

the unrest. Social Affairs Minister Saifullah Yusuf

announced financial aid for victims, with the next of kin

of those killed receiving 15 million rupiah (USD 913)

and the injured receiving 5 million rupiah (USD 304).

Yusuf personally delivered assistance to the family of

Affan Kurniawan, the motorcycle taxi driver whose

death intensified protests, and the ministry pledged

recovery, social rehabilitation, and empowerment

programs. [Antara 3] [Tempo English 1]

Authorities simultaneously moved to tighten oversight

of digital spaces. The Ministry of Communication and

Digital Affairs, working with the National Police,

expanded cyber patrols to identify provocative online

content, requiring platforms to remove disinformation,

hate speech, and slander. Since August 23, police

blocked 592 social media accounts linked to unrest,

detaining six individuals and charging seven with

incitement.

On the economic front, Finance Minister Sri Mulyani

Indrawati reassured investors, before getting replaced

(see article above) that Indonesia can still meet its

ambitious 2026 revenue target of IDR 2.4 quadrillion

(USD 146 billion), despite protests and damage

estimated at IDR 500 billion (USD 30 million) to local

retailers. The Indonesia Stock Exchange Composite

index posted modest gains in early September,

reflecting stabilizing investor confidence. [Antara 4]

[Tempo English 3] [Antara 5] [Business Times] [The

Jakarta Post 1] [The Jakarta Post 2]

Indonesia: Ex-deputy minister admits

extortion wrongdoing

(gp) Former deputy manpower minister Immanuel

Ebenezer, who was arrested last month by the

Corruption Eradication Commission (KPK) for extorting

workers applying for occupational safety and health
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(K3) certification, has admitted to his wrongdoing.

Despite previous claims that the investigation was a

“dirty campaign” against him, Ebenezer has now

publicly apologized to President Prabowo Subianto,

stating, “this incident is [the biggest] regret in my life.

He further stated he would not file a pretrial motion to

challenge his legal status, and that he will be

cooperating with KPK investigators from here on out.

However, several recent denials from the former

deputy minister have cast doubts on the sincerity of

his intentions to cooperate with authorities. On

September 2, Ebenezer claimed that four cellphones

found in the ceiling of his home did not belong to him,

but to his maid. Additionally, he has denied moving

several of his luxury sports cars, which are at the heart

of the investigation, although two of the cars’

whereabout are still unknown.

Ebenezer was arrested alongside 10 other individuals,

but he is the first member of Prabowo’s cabinet to be

indicted on corruption charges, drawing national

attention to the investigation. Authorities allege that

Ebenezer illegally received IDR 3 billion (USD 182,000)

from his extortion scheme. [The Jakarta Post] [VOI 1]

[VOI 2]

Indonesia: Government expands food

provision services

(ms) The Indonesian government is broadening its

food provision efforts by both extending rice

distribution through Bulog and scaling up the Free

Nutritious Meals (MBG) program. Together, these

initiatives aim to stabilize prices, safeguard household

purchasing power, and improve nutrition across the

country.

The State Logistics Agency Bulog has intensified its

Food Supply and Price Stabilization (SPHP) rice

program, pushing distribution beyond city centers to

smaller and more remote islands. In Karimun District,

Riau Islands, average daily demand now reaches 10

tons, with September sales already totaling 52.8 tons

toward a monthly target of nearly 595 tons. The rice is

sold at Rp58,000 (USD 3.50) per 5-kg sack, below

prevailing market prices, to ensure accessibility for

households.

Parallel to this, the MBG program is expanding its

reach. Managed by the National Nutrition Agency

(BGN), it provides free, balanced meals to vulnerable

groups, including schoolchildren, toddlers, pregnant

women, and breastfeeding mothers. In Karimun,
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nearly 38,000 people are receiving meals prepared in

13 community kitchens staffed by nutritionists and

volunteers. Nationwide, MBG has already reached 21

million beneficiaries. To sustain and expand the

initiative, the government has earmarked Rp335 trillion

(USD 20.4 billion) in the 2026 draft budget. [Antara 1]

[Antara 2]

Indonesia: Revitalization of 120 regional

languages

(ms) Indonesia’s Language Development and Fostering

Agency is ramping up a revitalization initiative for 120

regional languages across the archipelago. The

program, led through regional language centers, has

already revived languages such as Kenyah, Kutai

Malay, and Paser in East Kalimantan, and added

Bulungan and Tidung in North Kalimantan this year.

Locally relevant competitions—like storytelling, short

story writing, and stand-up comedy in native tongues—

are being held to engage younger generations.

This effort is grounded in constitutional and

international commitments: articles of the 1945

Constitution guarantee the state’s duty to preserve

regional languages, and UN declarations underscore

indigenous language protection. Still, the legal

framework remains fragmented across education and

regional governance laws, limiting unified

implementation.

Historically, the promotion of the national language,

Bahasa Indonesia, has come at the cost of local

vernaculars, especially during the post-independence

and New Order eras when uniform national identity

was prioritized. Critics warn that without strong legal

backing and community support, revitalization efforts

—while symbolic—may fall short of reversing language

decline, especially when vernaculars hold lower social

prestige compared to Indonesian. [Antara] [Voice of

Indonesia]

Indonesia: Death sentence for ecstasy

courier highlights harsh drug crackdown

(ms) An Indonesian court has sentenced 36-year-old M.

Alfarisi to death for trafficking nearly 4,833 ecstasy

pills, underscoring the country’s uncompromising

stance on narcotics.
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Alfarisi, a resident of Aceh, was convicted of

transporting Class I non-plant narcotics and arrested in

December 2024 after picking up a bag containing the

pills. Prosecutors said he was paid Rp30 million (USD

1,950) for the delivery.

The punishment is striking given the relatively modest

scale of the case compared to Indonesia’s largest

busts, reflecting the judiciary’s readiness to apply

capital punishment not only to major traffickers but

also to couriers.

The verdict is part of a broader crackdown. In June, the

same court sentenced four men to death for

smuggling 40 kilograms of crystal meth. Officials say

North Sumatra is among the provinces hardest hit by

narcotics, with more than 3 percent of its population

using drugs. [Antara]

Indonesia: Gas suppliers facing major

shortage

(gp) As Indonesia continues to face a fuel shortage,

several key suppliers including Shell and BP are

running low on gas, with stations across the country

shuttering their gasoline pumps. As such, many have

urged the government to raise fuel import quotas to

meet domestic demand with foreign supply. However,

the energy ministry has firmly defied such requests, as

strengthening the country’s energy security is a stated

goal of the President Prabowo Subianto. Energy

minister Bahlil Lahadalia has claimed he is maintaining

current import quotas to “safeguard the national

condition”.

Lahadalia has encouraged Shell and BP to partner with

the state-run gas supplier Pertamina to make up for

their current shortfall. Although Pertamina maintains a

vast supply of gasoline, restrictions on the sale of its

subsidized fuel have historically shifted customer

demand towards the country’s private players, largely

explaining this current shortage. Now, these same

restrictions have made Shell and BP hesitant to engage

in any such partnership.

However, the government has not announced any

plans to deregulate the use of Pertamina gas. In fact,

the Director General of Oil and Gas has remained

defiant, stating, “Products must comply with the

standards set by the Oil and Gas Directorate General...

If companies want to add specific additives, they may

do so as long as they meet the required standards,” a

key indication that his ministry does not intend to
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review regulations. [The Jakarta Post] [Reuters]

[Tempo]

Philippines: First megawatt-scale floating

solar plant connected to the grid

(ms) The Philippines has completed and connected its

first megawatt-scale floating solar power plant to the

grid, marking a milestone in the country’s renewable

energy transition. The 4.99-megawatt (MW) project,

built on the Malubog Reservoir in Cebu City by Black &

Veatch with Sungrow FPV’s technology, will supply

about 10 percent of the energy needs of the Carmen

Copper mining site.

Unlike conventional land-based solar, floating solar

arrays preserve scarce land resources while offering

higher efficiency due to the cooling effect of water. The

Malubog facility was engineered for local conditions,

with enhanced resistance to typhoons and corrosion,

and an elastic mooring system that stabilizes the

platform during heavy waves.

The project is designed for self-consumption but plays

into the government’s broader target of lifting

renewables to 35 percent of the national energy mix by

2030. Currently, coal still dominates power generation

in the Philippines, but falling technology costs and new

investment are gradually shifting the balance.

The Cebu project is part of a broader regional trend. In

Indonesia, one of the world’s largest floating solar

plants opened in 2023 at Cirata Reservoir, with a

capacity of 192 MW, while Vietnam and Thailand have

also adopted the technology to meet surging electricity

demand without displacing farmland. For the

Philippines, where energy demand grows by 6–7

percent annually, floating solar provides a flexible

option in areas with limited land and growing

urbanization.

Other projects are already moving forward. In early

September, Singapore-based developer Peak Energy

broke ground on a 65-MW solar farm in Isabela,

expected to generate 68 gigawatt hours annually and

supply clean energy to about 23,000 homes. Such

initiatives, paired with the new floating facility, signal

how international firms are betting on the Philippines

as one of Southeast Asia’s most promising clean-

energy markets. [Antara 1] [Antara 2] [Tanahair] [World

Economic Forum]
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Indonesia: Government confirms no rice

imports until end of 2025

(ms) Indonesia will not import rice for the rest of 2025,

Agriculture Minister Andi Amran Sulaiman announced

on 5 September in Palembang, South Sumatra. The

decision reflects the country’s stronger production

outlook and large stockpile, which officials say is

sufficient to meet national demand.

Indonesia’s current rice reserves stand at about 4

million tons, double last year’s level. Harvests this year

are projected at 34–35 million tons, roughly 4 million

tons higher than in previous years, according to data

from Statistics Indonesia and the Food and Agriculture

Organization. Officials credit the increase to improved

irrigation, easier access to fertilizer, and streamlined

agricultural regulations. The surge in production has

reportedly boosted farmer incomes by Rp60 trillion

(USD 3.6 billion).

The government argues that this surplus strengthens

food security and reduces dependence on imports at a

time when global food markets remain volatile. The

state logistics agency Bulog confirmed that regional

stocks are robust, citing 99,000 tons stored in South

Sumatra and Bangka Belitung, enough to cover local

consumption for up to six months.

While the national balance sheet looks healthy, rice

prices remain a politically sensitive issue. Home Affairs

Minister Tito Karnavian urged regional governments on

5 September to continue market operations and

expand subsidized rice distribution in order to keep

inflation under control. Indonesia recorded annual

inflation of 2.31 percent in August, but rice continues

to drive price pressures in some provinces.

The Indonesian government is also focusing on

measures to stabilize rice prices in 214 districts and

cities where the commodity is still being sold above the

highest retail price (HET). The National Food Agency

(Bapanas) has tasked Bulog to sell rice at Rp12,500

(USD 0.76) per kilogram in some zones, below the

official ceiling of Rp13,500 (USD 0.82), while also

distributing 20 kilograms of free rice to 18.2 million

beneficiary families. Nearly 99 percent of this food aid

program has been delivered.

Analysts note that the decision not to import marks a

shift after two years of regular purchases to safeguard

reserves. Although the surplus allows Indonesia to

project confidence, they caution that extreme weather

or logistical disruptions could still test supplies.

Ensuring stable rice prices will be critical both for

farmer welfare and for maintaining social and political



stability heading into 2026. [Antara 1] [Antara 2] [Data

Boks] [Voice of Indonesia]

Indonesia: Debate deepens over Strategic

Commodities Law

(ms) Indonesia is moving forward with a Strategic

Commodities Law that would place plantation crops

such as palm oil, rubber, coconut, coffee, cocoa,

cloves, sugarcane, tea, sago, and tobacco under special

government protection and oversight. Once

categorized as “strategic,” these commodities would be

prioritized in national policy, benefiting from base

price guarantees, export controls, tax incentives, trade

promotion, and state-backed investment in processing

industries. The idea is to treat them not merely as

agricultural goods, but as critical assets for food

security, employment, and national revenue.

Initiated in 2024, the bill consists of 16 chapters and 73

articles. It defines strategic commodities as tradeable

plantation products that can be stored, processed, and

certified to international standards, with wide-ranging

economic and social impact. A new Strategic

Commodity Agency, reporting directly to the president,

would coordinate policies and ensure smooth

distribution from farm to export market.

Supporters argue the law is overdue. Despite

Indonesia’s dominance in palm oil—producing 46.5

million tons in 2024, or 58 percent of global output—

the country has faced volatile prices and even cooking

oil shortages, prompting emergency programs like

Minyakita. Coconut industries have been forced to

close amid declining harvests and raw exports, while

sugarcane farmers have seen 100,000 tons of sugar go

unsold due to competition with refined and smuggled

imports. Rubber plantations, meanwhile, are being

converted to palm oil because of low profitability.

Lawmakers have also pushed for tobacco’s inclusion,

citing the sector’s role in employing 5–6 million

Indonesians and generating substantial tax revenue.

The Agriculture Ministry projects that developing these

commodities downstream could bring IDR 371.6 trillion

(USD 22.9 billion) in investment and create 8.6 million

jobs. Yet critics warn that while the law may strengthen

the long-term framework, urgent short-term

interventions are still needed to address farmers’

losses and stabilize supply chains. [Antara] [Kompas]

https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-gpkruy-l-jtt/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-gpkruy-l-jti/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-gpkruy-l-jtd/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-gpkruy-l-jtd/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-gpkruy-l-jth/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-gpkruy-l-jtk/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-gpkruy-l-jtu/


Indonesia: Agriculture minister urges

unity against food cartels

(ms) Agriculture Minister Andi Amran Sulaiman has

urged academics and alumni of Bogor Agricultural

University (IPB) to join forces with the government in

dismantling food cartels that he says have long

harmed farmers and consumers.

Speaking at IPB’s 85th Faculty of Agriculture

anniversary symposium on 6 September, Amran

stressed the university’s dual role as a hub of

innovation and a moral authority in the fight for fair

and transparent food systems. “Food cartels inflate

prices, exploit farmers, and perpetuate injustice. The

state must not lose this battle,” he said.

Investigations by the ministry found 212 of 268

premium rice brands non-compliant with standards,

cases that have been referred to law enforcement.

Amran also warned of counterfeit fertilizers and

mismanaged subsidy distribution, citing farmer losses

of Rp3.2 trillion (USD 184 million) from defective

products that caused crop failures.

He called for stronger cross-sector collaboration,

noting that structural issues in agribusiness—from rice

cartels to fertilizer fraud—cannot be resolved by

government alone. “We need IPB’s expertise and its

alumni network to build resilience in agriculture,” he

said.

IPB Faculty of Agriculture Dean Suryo Wiyono echoed

the call, highlighting the institution’s legacy since 1940

and reaffirming its commitment to innovation and

public service. He said the current pro-agriculture

stance of President Prabowo Subianto’s administration

provides momentum for IPB to expand its national

impact in supporting farmers and food security.

[Antara 1] [Antara 2]

Indonesia: Manufacturing sector bounces

back

(gp) On September 1, S&P Global published its

Indonesian Purchasing Managers’ Index report,

showing that the index rose to 51.5 in August, up from

49.2 in July. This increase demonstrates a revitalization

of Indonesia’s manufacturing sector, as businesses

purchase the capital goods required for their

manufacturing operations. This marks the first time in

five months that the index climbed above the 50-point

threshold, which separates expansion from
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contraction. Furthermore, the report highlights the

country’s first increase in manufacturing jobs in three

months.

According to an August 2 statement from Coordinating

Minister for Economic Affairs Airlangga Hartarto, "The

return of the manufacturing PMI to the expansion zone

shows the continued improvement in domestic

economic conditions and the increasingly stronger

optimism of business actors in line with improving

people's purchasing power conditions and supporting

production growth in the coming period.”

Hartarto also highlighted a strong rise in Indonesian

exports as a key reason for this growth, touting the

government’s tariff negotiations with the US, which

reduced American tariffs on Indonesian goods to 19

percent, and secured duty exemption for key products

such as palm oil and nickel. [The Jakarta Post] [VOI]

Indonesia: Government continuing

economic stimulus programs

(gp) Indonesia’s government will continue several key

economic stimulus measures into the second half of

2025 to maintain stability and protect workers amid

recent unrest. Coordinating Minister for Economic

Affairs Airlangga Hartarto announced that will continue

wage subsidies and income tax exemptions for

workers in certain sectors. These wage subsidies apply

to workers making under IDR 10 million (USD 607) per

year, currently applying to 1.7 million workers.

To safeguard employment, the government is also

preparing steps to prevent mass layoffs. Deregulation

in several industrial sectors, particularly in Java, is

projected to create over 100,000 new jobs, while

protections for contract workers will continue. Hartarto

emphasized that these measures aim to ensure that

Indonesia's macroeconomic conditions remain sound

following recent violent demonstrations that

significantly impacted the country’s stock market.

[Antara]

Indonesia: Trade ministry seeks USD 35.5

Million budget increase for 2026

(ms) Indonesia’s Ministry of Trade has requested an

additional Rp586 billion (USD 35.5 million) for its 2026

budget to cover rising operational and non-operational

needs.
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Trade Minister Budi Santoso told lawmakers during a

working meeting with Commission VI of the House of

Representatives on 4 September that the ministry’s

initial budget ceiling was set at Rp1.40 trillion (USD 84.8

million), down Rp200 billion (USD 12.1 million) from

2025. The proposed increase would raise the total

allocation to Rp1.98 trillion (USD 120 million).

Of the additional funds, Rp153.9 billion (USD 9.3

million), or 26 percent, would be used for operational

spending, while Rp432.7 billion (USD 26.2 million), or

74 percent, would support non-operational programs.

Santoso warned that successive cuts since 2023—

amounting to Rp871.9 billion (USD 52.8 million), or 38

percent of the ministry’s budget—had constrained

performance, with higher operating costs squeezing

allocations for trade initiatives.

If approved, the 2026 budget would allocate Rp34.5

billion (USD 2.1 million) for domestic trade, Rp88.9

billion (USD 5.4 million) for international trade, and

Rp1.27 trillion (USD 76.9 million) for management

support. The ministry said Rp1.35 trillion (USD 81.7

million) would come from the state budget and Rp44.5

billion (USD 2.7 million) from non-tax revenues.

[Antara]

Indonesia: Government targets 1.2 million

new creative economy jobs by 2029

(ms) The Indonesian government is rolling out a cross-

ministerial strategy to generate 1.2 million new jobs in

the creative economy sector between 2025 and 2029.

The initiative is led by the Ministry of Creative Economy

in collaboration with the Coordinating Ministry for

Community Empowerment.

Creative Economy Minister Teuku Riefky Harsya said

the plan focuses on strengthening professionalism

across subsectors, encouraging entrepreneurship, and

linking creative industries to broader economic

opportunities. His ministry will coordinate with others,

including the Ministry of Social Affairs on training

programs under Sekolah Rakyat (People’s School), the

Ministry of Cooperatives on the Red and White Village

Cooperatives, and the Ministry of Trade and MSMEs on

developing new entrepreneurs.

According to Statistics Indonesia, the sector employed

26.5 million people in 2024. The government aims to

expand this to 27.7 million workers by 2029, making it

one of the fastest-growing areas of the economy.
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Coordinating Minister Abdul Muhaimin Iskandar

emphasized that targeted data use will be key to

addressing unemployment and creating opportunities

in both rural and urban areas. Meanwhile, the Ministry

of Manpower is upgrading vocational training and

revising competency standards to align with industry

needs, supporting Indonesia’s Golden Indonesia 2045

Vision of becoming a top-five global economy. [Antara]

[People Matters]

Indonesia: Stock exchange set new all-

time highs in August

(gp) On September 4, Indonesia’s Financial Services

Authority (OJK) announced that the Indonesian Stock

Exchange (IDX) index and market capitalization hit new

all-time highs in late August. According to OJK head of

capital markets supervision Inarno Djajadi, “On August

28, the IDX Composite reached its highest level at

8,022.76 and recorded an all-time high market

capitalization of IDR 14.4 quadrillion [USD 873.5

billion].” As of August 29, IDX was up 4.63 percent

month-to-date and 10.60 percent year-to-date.

Furthermore, foreign investor sentiment had improved

after two consecutive months of net selling, with a net

inflow of IRD 96 trillion in August, which the OJK

attributes to “growing global confidence in Indonesia’s

economic prospects.” [The Jakarta Post]

Djajadi also addressed the negative impact recent

protest have had on the IDX, stating, “we view the

volatility that occurred in late August and early

September as limited, and we expect conditions to

continue improving going forward.” Additionally, the

IDX surpassed 18 million individual investors in August,

up from 17.59 million the month prior, setting a new

record. [Tempo]

However, the IDX has grown just 11.12 percent since

the beginning of 2025, well below Vietnam’s VN-Index

and Singapore’s Straits Times Index (STI), which are up

32.8 percent and 13.4 percent, respectively.

Indonesia: Tourism reports strong growth

in July

(ms) Indonesia’s tourism sector recorded robust

growth in July, with both foreign arrivals and domestic

travel rising sharply, according to new data from

Statistics Indonesia (BPS).
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International tourist arrivals reached 1.48 million, up

13 percent from July 2024. Malaysia remained the top

source market with 212,113 visitors, followed by

Australia (173,241) and China (144,531). From January

to July, arrivals grew 10.04 percent year-on-year to 8.53

million. By contrast, outbound trips by Indonesians

only rose 1.79 percent to 5.44 million over the same

period.

Domestic tourism also surged, with Indonesians

making 100.2 million trips in July, nearly 30 percent

higher than a year earlier. The rise was partly driven by

the school holiday season, while overseas travel by

Indonesians fell by 5.24 percent, suggesting a

preference for local destinations.

Tourism Minister Widiyanti Putri Wardhana said the

positive trend reflects stronger promotion efforts and

collaboration with industry stakeholders. The Ministry

is also expanding cultural initiatives like Karisma Event

Nusantara, which has already drawn over nine million

visitors this year and generated more than Rp691

billion (USD 42 million) in transactions.

Officials stress that continued growth in both foreign

and domestic tourism strengthens Indonesia’s foreign

exchange earnings and supports inclusive, sustainable

economic development. [Antara] [Radio Republik

Indonesia]

Indonesia: Government to develop

national red list for endangered wildlife

(ms) Indonesia is developing its own national red list of

endangered species, the Ministry of Forestry

announced on 4 September. Modeled after the

International Union for Conservation of Nature (IUCN)

Red List, the index will serve as a benchmark for

monitoring biodiversity and guiding conservation

policy over the next five years.

Nunu Anugrah, Director of Species and Genetic

Conservation, said the initiative aims to provide a

clearer picture of population trends and conservation

needs across the archipelago, home to some of the

world’s richest biodiversity. The government plans to

assess 3,000 to 40,000 species, working with local and

international universities, NGOs, and wildlife experts.

Officials hope the index will help reduce extinction

risks, improve conservation status, and measure the

effectiveness of state-led interventions. Indonesia is

already home to critically endangered species such as
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the Tapanuli orangutan and the Irrawaddy dolphin of

the Mahakam River. [Antara]

Laos: Overseas workers remit USD 29

million in first half of 2025

(ms) Lao nationals working abroad sent home more

than USD 29 million in the first six months of 2025,

highlighting the growing role of labor migration in

sustaining household incomes and national finances.

The Ministry of Labour and Social Welfare (MoLSW)

reported the figures on August 29, noting that most

remittances were directed to parents and relatives.

More than 76,000 Lao workers departed for jobs

overseas in the first quarter alone, adding to the over

350,000 nationals who have sought employment

abroad since 2021, mainly in Thailand, South Korea,

and Japan.

Remittances represent a significant source of external

income for Laos. With the country’s GDP estimated at

around USD 15 billion, the USD 29 million inflow in just

half a year underscores the impact of migrant workers

on the economy. For many households, the effect is

even more pronounced. Average household income in

Laos remains low—roughly USD 2,500 annually

according to World Bank estimates—meaning that

remittances can provide a critical supplement for basic

needs such as food, education, and healthcare.

Migration has accelerated as Laos struggles with

persistent inflation, which averaged 23 percent in

2024, and wages too low to cover living costs. More

than 415,000 people have left the country in recent

years seeking better opportunities abroad.

The issue will feature prominently at the 18th ASEAN

Forum on Migrant Labour (AFML), scheduled for

September 9–10 in Malaysia, where delegates will

discuss recruitment practices, remittance costs, and

ensuring safe and decent work for migrant labor

across the region. [The Laotian Times]

Laos and UNDP launch climate finance

hub to support development transition

(ms) The Lao government, in partnership with the

United Nations Development Programme (UNDP), has

launched a Climate and Sustainable Finance Hub to

help mobilize resources as the country prepares to
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graduate from Least Developed Country (LDC) status in

2026.

Based at the Ministry of Finance, the hub will

coordinate reforms, strengthen capacity, and align

financing for climate and sustainable development

priorities. Preliminary UNDP-backed assessments

suggest Laos will need tens of billions of US dollars to

meet its 2026–2030 goals, with major shortfalls in

climate and human development funding.

The launch coincided with a high-level policy dialogue

on future development financing, attended by UN

Assistant Secretary-General Kanni Wignaraja. She

warned of shrinking aid flows and emphasized the

need for innovative financing models.

Supported by Luxembourg, the Asian Development

Bank, and the INFF Facility, the hub is expected to

anchor Laos’ next five-year socio-economic

development plan. [Vientiane Times]

Malaysia: Bersatu leaders stress unity and

election readiness at general assembly

despite internal tensions

(ga) Exposing internal rifts, the annual general

assembly of the United Indigenous Party (Bersatu) on

September 6 turned tense as several delegates

demanded that Party President Muhyiddin Yassin step

down.

The disruption occurred during Muhyiddin’s

presidential policy speech, in which he addressed

attempts to challenge his leadership through a

signature campaign, which he said violated the party

constitution. His remarks were met with shouts of

disagreement and chants of “step down, Tan Sri,”

prompting a brief commotion before order was

restored.

At a press conference afterwards, Muhyiddin said he

was unaware of the details of the disruption, as he had

been focused on his speech.

Muhyiddin reaffirmed that his presidency remains

valid under the three-year mandate secured in last

year’s election and emphasized that any leadership

changes must comply with the party constitution. He

downplayed the incident as a minor political

occurrence, rejected speculation about internal

factions, and stressed the party’s focus on

strengthening unity and preparing for the upcoming
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general election within the next two years. [New Straits

Times 1] [Bernama]

Despite the disruption, the following day delegates

unanimously confirmed Muhyiddin as Bersatu’s Prime

Minister candidate should the Perikatan Nasional (PN)

coalition secure federal power in the next polls. The

resolution, formalized by Permanent Chairman Mohd

Suhaimi Abdullah, was supported by over 2,000

delegates.

Muhyiddin, a former Prime Minister from 2020 to

2021, pledged to focus on unity and election readiness,

a sentiment echoed by Information Chief Faisal Ismail

Aziz, who urged members to move beyond leadership

disputes. [The Star]

Bersatu is a Malay-nationalist political party in

Malaysia, formally known as the Parti Pribumi Bersatu

Malaysia, and is a key component of the PN coalition,

which currently sits in the opposition at the federal

level.

Bersatu leaders stress inclusiveness, election readiness at

annual assembly

Bersatu Deputy President Hamzah Zainudin described

his party as the most inclusive party in Malaysian

political history, citing the presence of non-Malay

leaders such as Associate Wing Chief Chong Fat Full.

He argued that while the party has been perceived as

Malay- and Bumiputera-centric, it is also open to non-

Bumiputera members through its associate wing.

Hamzah further urged members to embrace future-

oriented politics, guided by principles of inclusivity,

moderation, democracy, integrity and resilience.

[Malay Mail]

Meanwhile, Bersatu Secretary-General Azmin Ali stated

the party’s annual general meeting, held on September

6-7, focused on gearing up for the 16th General

Election (GE16) and several state polls, including

Sabah, Melaka, Johor, and Sarawak.

With the theme Bersatu Towards Victory, he said the

event aims to strengthen election readiness and

ground operations. Around 2,500 delegates attended,

along with coalition partners, foreign representatives

and NGOs.

Azmin also noted that Muhyiddin’s keynote address

highlighted national issues such as cost of living,

education, geopolitical shifts and new US tariffs, while

reiterating that Bersatu leaders remain focused on
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election preparations rather than speculation over

internal leadership challenges. [New Straits Times 2]

Barisan Nasional seeks explanation over MIC youth

leader’s attendance at Bersatu assembly

Meanwhile, a controversy has emerged after Malaysian

Indian Congress (MIC) party Deputy Youth Chief K.

Kesavan attended the eighth Annual General Assembly

of Bersatu’s Armada youth wing, where he was seen

seated alongside Muhyiddin.

His presence drew attention as PN has recently hinted

at inviting the Malaysian Chinese Association (MCA)

party and MIC to join the coalition as part of a possible

“PN Plus” strategy ahead of the 16th General Election.

Bersatu leaders, including Secretary-General

Mohamed Azmin Ali, confirmed that informal talks had

been held with MIC, which belongs to PN, and MCA,

which is part of the rivaling Barisan Nasional (BN)

coalition. [Sinar Harian]

Following Kesavan’s attendance, BN Chairman and

UMNO President Ahmad Zahid Hamidi said BN would

demand a written explanation from MIC, adding that

the party’s leadership must decide whether disciplinary

action is warranted. He stressed that BN component

parties should not participate in events organized by

groups outside the current government. [Bernama 2]

Malaysia: Sabah UMNO-BN coalition rules

out alliance with GRS for state election

(ga) Sabah United Malays National Organization

(UMNO) party and Barisan Nasional (BN) coalition have

confirmed they will not collaborate with Gabungan

Rakyat Sabah (GRS) coalition in the upcoming state

election.

BN Chairman and UMNO President Ahmad Zahid

Hamidi said, however, that UMNO and BN will

maintain their cooperation with Pakatan Harapan (PH)

coalition for the polls. The decision was announced

after a closed-door meeting with Sabah UMNO leaders,

attended by Sabah UMNO and BN Chairman Bung

Moktar Radin. [Bernama 1]

The political situation in Sabah and at the federal level

shows a complicated relationship between UMNO

Sabah, GRS, BN, and PH. UMNO Sabah, a dominant

component of BN, has officially rejected cooperation

with GRS based on directives from grassroots divisions.
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GRS itself is a local coalition comprising seven parties.

At the federal level, BN and PH govern as partners,

while GRS offers support from Sabah, though ties have

frayed following political tensions and the dissolution

of their coalition. [Malay Mail] [The Star]

In light of this, PH and Parti Amanah Negara (Amanah)

have both expressed respect for BN’s decision not to

cooperate with the GRS in the upcoming 17th Sabah

state election.

Amanah is a multi-racial, center-left Islamic reformist

party in Malaysia that promotes progressive

governance and inclusivity, and is a component party

of PH, the ruling coalition at the federal level.

Malaysian Prime Minister and PH Chairman Anwar

Ibrahim said the coalition was not affected by the

decision and would continue discussions with both BN

and GRS to find a solution.

Meanwhile, Amanah Deputy President Mujahid Yusof

Rawa also reaffirmed the party’s position, stressing the

importance of political stability and unity within the

Unity Government, while noting Amanah’s intention to

contest five state seats.

The 16th Sabah State Legislative Assembly will

automatically dissolve on November 11 if not dissolved

earlier, triggering the 17th state election. [Bernama 2]

[Bernama 3]

Malaysia: Housing ministry proposes 13

initiatives for budget 2026

(ga) The Ministry of Housing and Local Government

(KPKT) has put forward 13 initiatives for consideration

in Malaysia’s 2026 budget, scheduled to be presented

by Prime Minister Anwar Ibrahim on October 10.

Key proposals include MYR 1 billion (USD 220 million)

under the Prosperous MADANI program to roll out

10,000 projects across the country, such as community

parks, local markets, halls, drainage improvements,

and solar-powered streetlights. Another focus is the

House of Care MADANI program, requesting MYR 200

million (USD 44 million) to renovate or rebuild 10,000

homes for rural low-income families.

KPKT Minister Nga Kor Ming emphasized that the

initiatives are designed to enhance public

infrastructure, upgrade communal spaces, support

small businesses, and expand affordable housing,
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aiming to deliver measurable benefits to millions of

Malaysians next year. [Bernama]

Malaysia: Maritime enforcement agency

receives Ex-USCG Cutter Steadfast to

strengthen maritime security

(ga) The Malaysian Maritime Enforcement Agency

(MMEA) has officially received the former United States

Coast Guard Cutter (USCGC) Steadfast in a ceremony

at Wheaton O’Thorp Center (WOTC) in the United

States.

The vessel, commissioned in 1968 and

decommissioned in 2024 after 56 years of service, was

transferred to Malaysia under the US Foreign Military

Sales Program.

The Steadfast will embark on its maiden voyage with

MMEA, marking the agency’s longest and furthest

deployment, crossing multiple seas and canals before

arriving in Malaysia. MMEA stated that the addition of

the vessel will enhance maritime security and

strengthen cooperation with the US in training,

technical exchange, and capacity-building.

A total of 50 MMEA personnel, including nine officers,

completed a seven-week training program to operate

the 210-foot Reliance Class Medium Endurance Cutter.

[Bernama]

Malaysia: Government explores

alternatives amid delayed F/A-18 Hornet

transfer from Kuwait

(ga) Malaysia is reviewing alternative options for air

defense capabilities following delays in acquiring F/A-

18 Legacy Hornet jets from Kuwait. The transfer has

been postponed because Kuwait is still awaiting

deliveries of new aircraft from the United States.

Defense Minister Mohamed Khaled Nordin said the

ministry is evaluating other aircraft options to avoid

gaps in operational readiness, while Royal Malaysian

Air Force (RMAF) Chief General Norazlan Aris

confirmed that the plan to acquire second-hand

Hornets from Kuwait remains active but under review.

In parallel, Malaysia’s planned purchase of 18 FA-50

fighter jets from Korea Aerospace Industries, expected

in 2027, is expected to bolster fleet capacity.
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Officials are also assessing the performance of the

current Sukhoi MKM fleet, noting that the Hawk 108

and Hawk 208 light combat aircraft will be retired from

2027, making a thorough review of overall air defense

equipment essential. [Bernama]

Myanmar: Nine political parties to run in

upcoming general election

(dql) The Election Commission has announced that

nine of 61 registered parties will contest nationwide in

the upcoming election, including the military-backed

Union Solidarity and Development Party (USDP) led by

former Brigadier General Khin Yi, a close ally of coup

leader Min Aung Hlaing.

Other nationwide contenders include the National

Unity Party, Democratic Party of National Politics,

People’s Pioneer Party, and the People’s Party of

former 1988 student leader Ko Ko Gyi, who has since

endorsed the junta’s election. Several parties are led by

ex-generals or junta-linked figures, underscoring the

regime’s tight grip over the political process.

The election is set to proceed despite fierce resistance,

with 144 of Myanmar’s 330 townships under

opposition control and 79 facing active conflict. The

military has intensified counteroffensives and

bombings to reclaim territory, while ethnic armed

groups, resistance forces, and international rights

organizations have condemned the polls as illegitimate

and warned of potential attacks on election staff. [The

Irrawaddy]

Anti-regime groups and international actors have

dismissed the planned election as illegitimate.

Meanwhile, the People’s Defence Force (PDF) Special

Military Region Command, under the National Unity

Government, has confirmed that junta-organized

elections will be blocked in its areas of control across

Karen and Mon States, as well as parts of Tanintharyi,

Bago, and Yangon Regions.

The command, which coordinates with Karen National

Union (KNU) / Karen National Liberation Army (KNLA)

forces, PDF units, drone teams, and people’s defense

organizations, stated that any junta offensives under

the guise of elections will be firmly resisted, prioritizing

civilian protection.

The command pledged to align its operations with the

PDF Central Command and allied Ethnic Resistance

Organizations, maintaining joint territorial defense and
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strategic cooperation with neighboring regional

commands, particularly in the Sittaung River Basin.

[Mizzima]

The KNU is the main political organization representing

the Karen ethnic group in Myanmar. The KNLA is the

armed wing of the KNU.

Myanmar: Karen Border Guard Force

pledges to help junta conduct elections in

contested Myawaddy

(anl) The junta-aligned Karen Border Guard Force (BGF)

has pledged to assist the military regime in holding the

first phase of its planned national elections on

December 28.

On September 3, the BGF declared full support for the

polls, claiming they could “pave the way toward a

democratic system” and promote “peace and security.”

The group promised to “specially assist” in preventing

threats to voting rights and in ensuring parties could

campaign “fairly and indiscriminately.”

The Karen BGF has recently drawn global attention for

running large-scale online scam operations in

Myawaddy Township. The area nominally falls under

the resistance Karen National Union’s Brigade 6

territory, but while the Karen National Union (KNU)

and allied People’s Defense Forces control many

military outposts, Myawaddy town, border trade zones,

and business parks remain under the control of the

Karen BGF and the Democratic Karen Benevolent Army

(DKBA).

Myanmar’s junta-controlled Election Commission has

announced voting in 102 townships, including Hpa-an,

Than Taung Gyi, and Myawaddy in Karen State. Hpa-an

and Than Taung Gyi are considered relatively secure

due to a strong military presence, but Myawaddy

remains a contested zone divided between resistance

groups and junta-aligned militias. [The Irrawaddy]

Myanmar: Naypyidaw ministries tighten

data security following major leak

(anl) A civil service official in Naypyidaw has unveiled

that ministries under the Military Commission have

strengthened data security after personal information

of non-CDM employees was leaked on social media in

mid-July. On July 17, employees’ names, positions,
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departments, home addresses, and internal

communications began circulating on Facebook,

raising concerns among staff.

In response, ministries secured office computers with

passwords and required employees to sign

declarations acknowledging disciplinary consequences

for any further leaks. All ministries were summoned to

commit to these measures.

The Military Commission has not publicly addressed

the leak but enacted a cybersecurity law in late July to

protect critical information infrastructure, regulate

electronic data use, and secure cyber resources.

The breach involved 37,701 files totaling 27 gigabytes,

affecting over 100,000 personnel under the Military

Commission. A source indicated the leak originated

from a hack of the Civil Services Affairs Department

database under the Union Civil Service Board.

[Mizzima]

Myanmar: Military regime denies reports

on Daw Aung San Suu Kyi’s Health

(anl) The Myanmar military regime has dismissed

recent reports about the deteriorating health of

detained civilian leader Aung San Suu Kyi, claiming

they were timed to distract from junta chief Min Aung

Hlaing’s official visit to China last week. He insisted that

Aung San Suu Kyi is in good health and accused

opponents of spreading false rumors to hinder

Myanmar’s development.

Concern has grown after her son, Ko Htein Lin (Kim

Aris), told The Independent that her heart condition has

worsened, and her family has not been allowed access

to her or her medical care.

Now 80, the Nobel laureate is serving her fourth period

of detention, having been repeatedly jailed by

successive military regimes since 1989. She has been

held incommunicado since the 2021 coup. [The

Irrawaddy]

The National League for Democracy (NLD) has called

on the United Nations, the Association of Southeast

Asian Nations (ASEAN), and other international

organizations to press for the immediate release and

urgent medical treatment of Aung San Suu Kyi.

[Mizzima]
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Myanmar: Junta faces fresh human rights

violation accusations

(dql/anl) A new UN Human Rights Office report

highlights the worsening crisis in Myanmar, particularly

in Rakhine State, drawing parallels to the 2017

atrocities against the Rohingya. [OHCHR]

According to the report, credible sources verified

approximately 7,100 killings between the 2021 military

coup and August 20, 2025, including women and

children, and 29,560 politically motivated arrests, with

over 22,000 detainees held without fair trial

guarantees. The report estimates 150,000 Rohingya

have fled to Bangladesh since November 2023, joining

nearly one million already in exile.

The UN documented systematic attacks on civilians,

including indiscriminate airstrikes, forced

displacement, arbitrary arrests, disappearances, and

arson, perpetrated largely by the military but also

involving the Arakan Army, particularly in northern

Rakhine.

Nearly half of all civilian deaths in the past 14 months

were caused by direct military aerial attacks, with

emerging trends including the use of chemical-laced

explosives and armed paramotors targeting civilian

areas. Schools and public administration sites have

been repeatedly attacked, including a May 2025

airstrike killing 24 civilians, mostly children.

Food insecurity is rising sharply, with an estimated 15.2

million people—nearly a third of the population—

projected to face acute food shortages in 2025,

exacerbated by conflict, economic instability, and

natural disasters.

Meanwhile, Myanmar's Permanent Representative to

the United Nations Kyaw Moe Tun addressed on

September 3 the UNICEF Executive Board in New York,

highlighting the grave violence against children in

Myanmar by the military junta. He reported killings,

torture, arbitrary detention, landmine injuries, and the

denial of healthcare and education.

According to UN OHCHR, at least 248 children were

killed in 2024 alone, contributing to an unprecedented

civilian death toll. The Independent Investigative

Mechanism for Myanmar (IIMM) has documented

cases of children as young as two being targeted,

tortured, and detained. Children are also the main

victims of landmines and explosive ordnance, while

widespread displacement has left them without food,

clean water, or healthcare. Over one million children

remain “zero-dose,” having missed essential
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immunizations and becoming vulnerable to deadly,

preventable diseases.

Ambassador Kyaw Moe Tun urged UNICEF to use its

platform to demand an immediate end to all violence

against children, including airstrikes and shelling of

civilian areas, and called on the international

community to support these efforts. He also appealed

to the UN Security Council to refer Myanmar to the

International Criminal Court and impose a global arms

embargo, including on aviation fuel, to dismantle the

junta’s capacity to wage terror from the air. [Mizzima 1]

In addition, the Network for Human Rights

Documentation-Burma (ND-Burma) released its first

biannual report on September 3. Covering the first half

of 2025, the report documents 320 cases of violations

across 188 events in 12 regions and states, with most

attributed to the military junta, alongside incidents

involving police, militias, Ethnic Revolutionary

Organizations, and the People’s Defence Force. [ND-

Burma]

ND-Burma also highlighted the growing climate of fear,

driven by airstrikes, artillery attacks, and arbitrary

arrests, which has displaced over 3 million civilians.

[Mizzima 2]

Myanmar: Businesses face new

compliance rules as junta targets funding

for anti-regime groups

(dql) The Directorate of Investment and Company

Administration (DICA)—the country’s principal

regulatory body for business registration and

investment approvals—has imposed new compliance

rules requiring companies to disclose bank account

details, directors’ personal information, and police

approval for office locations.

The new regulations, additions to the 2017 Companies

Law, give DICA authority to conduct regular inspections

and monitor corporate ownership structures. Business

leaders in Yangon expressed concern the measures

could be used to seize assets or tighten political

control over the private sector, noting that similar

demands for executives’ personal and political

information had been issued by the Ministry of

Commerce in August.

The measure, officially justified as an effort to combat

money laundering and terrorism financing, comes

amid the regime’s broader crackdown on groups it has

designated as “terrorist,” including the National Unity
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Government (NUG), its armed wing the People’s

Defense Force (PDF), and several ethnic armed

organizations. [The Irrawaddy]

Myanmar: Junta recaptures critical route,

outpost

(dql/anl) The military regime has intensified operations

to secure key territory in both eastern and central

regions, reclaiming critical routes and outposts

Myanmar’s military regime has intensified operations

to secure key territory in both eastern and central

regions, reclaiming critical routes and outposts ahead

of its planned December elections.

The junta has retaken a crucial segment of Asian

Highway 1, restoring control over the route connecting

the Thai border town of Myawaddy with central

Myanmar. The advance followed a coordinated land

and air campaign that forced the Karen National

Liberation Army (KNLA) and allied People’s Defense

Forces to withdraw after months of holding the area.

Securing this border corridor revives a major trade

artery with Thailand and bolsters the regime’s political

agenda, as Myawaddy is slated to host the first phase

of voting in the upcoming polls. Heavy bombardments

and flanking maneuvers led by Deputy Commander-in-

Chief Soe Win broke through resistance defenses after

repeated setbacks. [The Irrawaddy 1]

Simultaneously, the military recaptured a strategic

outpost near Ordnance Factory No. 24 (KaPaSa 24),

located 16 kilometers southwest of Pauk in Magwe

Region. The factory produces aluminum materials used

in weapons manufacturing across other sites.

Resistance forces were forced to retreat under a fierce

assault involving airstrikes, drone attacks, and heavy

artillery.

The offensive, which began on September 1 with

approximately 200 junta troops, also enabled regime

forces to advance into eastern Htilin Township,

displacing residents from at least six villages. Securing

this outpost consolidates the approach to southern

Yaw Region, covering Gangaw, Htilin, and Saw

townships, and ensures the military’s control over a

strategically vital area. [The Irrawaddy 2]

Myanmar: Junta carries out airstrikes in

Kani Township
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(dql) On September 3, Myanmar’s military conducted

coordinated air and ground operations along an

operational corridor connecting Yinmabin and Kani

townships in Sagaing Region. Fighter jets, supported by

drones for target reconnaissance, carried out strikes

near multiple villages, while approximately 300 troops

from the Northwest Regional Command burned

Htayawkyin village and advanced toward Kani

Township. These coordinated operations have

displaced thousands of residents from communities

along the route. [Mizzima]

The “Yinmabin and Kani corridor” is strategically

significant as it provides access to resistance-held

areas and enables military projection across key

townships. Control of the area allows the junta to

disrupt local logistics, suppress armed groups, and

consolidate territorial influence, while forcing

population displacement along the corridor.

Myanmar: At least 11 civilians killed in

Tigyaing Township as junta intensifies

riverine attacks

(anl) On September 6-7, the Tigyaing Revolution (TR)

group, a local resistance group in Myanmar's Sagaing

Region reported that at least 11 civilians were killed

and many more injured in Tigyaing Township, Sagaing

Region, following a wave of junta airstrikes and heavy

artillery fire.

On September 6, artillery shells fired from Tigyaing

struck near Kyaukmaw village, killing residents. The

following day, bombs dropped by a Y-12 aircraft

providing air cover for a junta flotilla hit Kamni, Maung

Kone, and Bo Kone villages.

TR reported that the flotilla, moving downstream from

Bhamo in Kachin State, launched coordinated attacks

on villages along the Irrawaddy River as it passed

through Tigyaing. Similar assaults were recorded in

late July, when flotillas traveling upriver toward Bhamo

shelled riverside communities using heavy artillery and

airstrikes. [Mizzima]

Myanmar: Fighting in Waingmaw

intensifies over key crossroads and

mineral-rich areas

(dql) Regime forces have launched a counteroffensive

in Waingmaw Township, Kachin State, clashing fiercely
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with the Kachin Independence Army (KIA) over

Lamyang Village, a strategic crossroads near

Waingmaw Town. Capturing Lamyang would position

the regime to threaten key areas under KIA control,

including the rare-earth mining hub of Chipwi, the

cross-border trade center Kanpiketi, and the Myitkyina-

Bhamo Road—critical for logistics and regional trade.

Since August 27, junta forces, supported by airstrikes,

artillery, and reinforcements from the Northern

Command, have sought to retake the village. Analysts

warn that even if Lamyang falls, advancing on Chipwi

and Kanpiketi would require far more troops and

sustained fighting. [The Irrawaddy]

Since December, the KIA has taken control of the

majority of the junta’s military camps and bases in

Waingmaw Township, with only the 58th Infantry

Battalion, a militia post in Wuyang Village, and several

police stations remaining under regime control. Across

Kachin State, the KIA has captured 14 towns, though

intense fighting persists in key locations such as

Waingmaw, Bhamo, and Hpakant. [The Irrawaddy]

Myanmar: Burmese Women’s Union

reports sharp rise in female deaths from

junta attacks

(anl) On September 8, the Burmese Women’s Union

(BWU) revealed that at least 73 women were killed

across Myanmar in August as a result of junta

airstrikes, artillery attacks, arbitrary arrests, and other

forms of violence.

According to the group, 54 of the victims died in aerial

bombardments, seven in artillery shelling, three were

burned alive, and one woman was killed in an act of

sexual violence. Fourteen of those killed were minors

under the age of 18.

The report highlighted Mandalay Region as the

deadliest area, with 27 female fatalities, followed by 14

in Magway Region. Eight women were killed in Karenni

State, seven each in Sagaing Region and Rakhine State,

four each in Kachin State and Bago Region, and one

each in Shan and Tanintharyi regions. [Mizzima]

Myanmar: Joint resistance forces kill eight

junta soldiers
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(dql) Joint resistance forces attacked a military junta

column in Kyaukkyi Township, Bago Region, killing

eight soldiers, including a captain, and seizing weapons

and ammunition, according to the People’s Defence

Force (PDF). The junta, comprising over 100 troops

from Infantry Battalion 60 and Pyu Saw Htee militia,

responded with airstrikes and heavy artillery but

eventually withdrew, though reinforcements and plans

for a renewed offensive are reportedly underway.

The PDF noted that all townships within No. 2

Operation Area along the Sittaung River basin remain

in active combat. [Mizzima]

Myanmar: Arakan Army issues travel

permits for India crossings amid

expanded control in border area

(dql) The Arakan People’s Revolutionary Government

(APRG) has reportedly begun issuing temporary travel

permits for residents crossing into India’s Mizoram

State for medical or social reasons. Each single-use

permit requires personal details, specifies the exit

gate, and is intended to help the APRG monitor travel

and security, not facilitate trade.

While the Arakan Army (AA) frames the permits as a

humanitarian tool, some border residents see them

primarily as a fundraising mechanism. Hundreds of

people cross daily into Mizoram to buy goods or access

medical care, including fuel, food, medicine, and

fertilizers. The APRG has also issued travel guidelines,

advising compliance with local laws, avoidance of

illegal substances, and reporting of scams,

harassment, or market issues.

The permits reflect the AA’s growing administrative

control after seizing junta camps in Paletwa Township

in January 2024 and declaring the township under its

administration in August. The move has sparked

objections from the Chinland Council, highlighting

tensions over local governance and cross-border

authority in this strategically sensitive region. [Mizzima]

Philippines: Senate President Escudero

ousted amid expanding flood control

scandal

(ghd/ms) The Philippines’ flood control corruption

scandal escalated further this week with the ouster of

Senate President Chiz Escudero on September 8,
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following revelations of ties to a politically connected

contractor family. Escudero was replaced by Vicente

Sotto III in a leadership shake-up seen as a direct

consequence of the widening controversy.

The uproar stemmed from Escudero’s links to the

Lubiano family, whose firm, Centerways Construction,

secured billions of pesos in flood control projects.

During hearings, Lawrence Lubiano admitted donating

USD 528,000 to Escudero’s 2022 campaign while his

company held government contracts. Election law

experts noted such contributions are prohibited,

raising concerns of conflict of interest. Escudero

denied intervening in contract awards, framing the

controversy as politically motivated, but senators

moved swiftly to unseat him.

The scandal has already implicated numerous

lawmakers, contractors, and officials after reports

revealed USD 9.63 billion in flood control spending

since 2022 produced substandard or nonexistent

projects. The Department of Public Works and

Highways (DPWH) is under extraordinary scrutiny, with

its new chief Vince Dizon ordering mass resignations

and suspending bidding for all locally funded projects.

Two firms, Wawao Builders and SYMS Construction,

have been permanently banned for ghost projects.

President Ferdinand Marcos Jr. has sought to limit the

damage by confirming that no new flood control

funding will be included in the 2026 national budget,

citing that much of the USD 6 billion allocated for 2025

remains unspent. He also pledged an executive order

creating an independent anti-corruption commission

to investigate anomalies at the DPWH. Existing

projects, however, will proceed under stricter

oversight, with contractors required to repair

substandard work at their own cost.

Meanwhile, the Commission on Audit has forwarded

multiple fraud reports to the Ombudsman, and the

Department of Justice has said the Discaya family—

contractors who admitted paying kickbacks—must

return illegally obtained funds before any immunity as

state witnesses can be considered.

The removal of Escudero, a prominent political figure,

underscores the political fallout of the scandal, which

has grown into one of the most significant corruption

crises of Marcos’ presidency. With investigations

spreading across government agencies and

congressional inquiries continuing, the scandal shows

no sign of abating. [Inquirer] [Philippine Daily Inquirer

1] [PhilStar] [Rappler1] [Rappler2]
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Philippines: Former police colonel to

testify at ICC against Duterte

(ghd/ms) Retired police colonel and former Philippine

Charity Sweepstakes Office general manager Royina M.

Garma has agreed to testify before the International

Criminal Court (ICC) on extrajudicial killings linked to

former president Rodrigo Duterte’s drug war. Garma,

the highest-ranking police officer so far to provide

testimony, will detail the reward system that

incentivized police killings of drug suspects. For her

safety, she has been relocated to Malaysia to meet ICC

officials. She also faces a separate murder and

frustrated murder complaint in the Philippines, which

will proceed despite her participation in the ICC

process. [Manila Bulletin 1]

Meanwhile, victims involved in the ICC proceedings are

opposing Duterte’s request for interim release. In a

public filing, they argued that his continued detention

is necessary given his still significant influence and

access to evidence, including the identities of

prosecution witnesses. Victims’ counsel warned that

this could enable witness intimidation, reprisals by

Duterte’s supporters, and obstruction of proceedings.

Duterte’s defense team has also raised concerns about

the ICC chief prosecutor, pointing to his past

representation of Filipino victims in an earlier ICC

communication. A hearing to confirm charges was

initially scheduled for September 23 but has been

delayed after Duterte’s lawyers requested an indefinite

adjournment, citing that he is unfit to stand trial.

[Manila Bulletin 2] [Inquirer]

Philippines: Immigration bureau persist

on detention of mining tycoon Joseph Sy

despite court order

(ms) A Taguig City Regional Trial Court (RTC) has ruled

that mining executive Joseph Sy, chairman of Global

Ferronickel Holdings Inc. (FNI), is a Filipino citizen and

ordered his release from Bureau of Immigration (BI)

custody. But the BI said Sy remains detained at its

Bicutan facility in Taguig, as the bureau has decided to

appeal the ruling instead of complying immediately.

BI spokesperson Dana Sandoval said the bureau

immediately filed a notice of appeal on September 5

after receiving Judge Paz Esperanza Cortes’ order

granting Sy’s habeas corpus petition. The court held

that Sy, 60, is a Filipino citizen and that the BI has no

jurisdiction to detain him. His legal team said his birth

https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-gpkruy-l-tlt/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-gpkruy-l-tli/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-gpkruy-l-tld/


certificates and Philippine passports carried greater

evidentiary weight than the Alien Certificate of

Registration (ACR I-Card) that the BI claimed tied him

to a Chinese identity under the name Chen Zhong

Zhen.

Sy has been in BI custody since August 21, when he

was stopped at Ninoy Aquino International Airport

after arriving from Hong Kong. The bureau argued that

his fingerprints matched those of Chen, a Chinese

national, and sought deportation. But the RTC ruled

that biometric certification without corroborating

records was insufficient.

The controversy has drawn comparisons to the case of

former Bamban, Tarlac mayor Alice Guo, who was

unmasked in June as Chinese citizen Guo Hua Ping

despite holding Philippine documents. BI officials

argue that Sy’s case is different, but insist they have

“strong evidence” and are elevating the matter to the

Court of Appeals with DOJ support.

Sy’s camp called the ruling a vindication and a warning

against stripping citizenship through speculation or

administrative overreach. [Daily Tribune] [PhilStar]

[Politiko]

Philippines: Ex-Nueva Ecija mayor gets 10

years for malversation

(ghd/ms) The Sandiganbayan has convicted former

Laur, Nueva Ecija mayor Blas Canlas of malversation of

public funds over PHP 3.5 million (USD 59,000) in

unliquidated cash advances from 2006.

In a ruling promulgated on September 2, the court’s

Fourth Division sentenced Canlas to 10 to 16 years in

prison, ordered him to indemnify the Laur municipal

government the full amount, and imposed a perpetual

ban from public office.

The Commission on Audit flagged multiple advances,

including PHP 25,000 (USD 420) for “intelligence

expenses,” PHP 219,298 (USD 3,700) for a Hong Kong

trade expo, and two separate PHP 1 million (USD

17,000) advances in late 2006, none of which were

liquidated despite repeated notices.

Canlas was previously convicted in 2018, but the

Supreme Court remanded the case for retrial in 2022.

The Sandiganbayan reaffirmed its ruling this month,

citing a complete lack of evidence he had accounted

for the funds. [Philippine News Agency] [Rappler]
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Philippines: Former foundation secretary

acquitted in alleged misuse of funds case

(ghd) Marilou C. Ferrer, former corporate secretary of a

foundation selected by ex-congressman Dumpit to

implement livelihood programs, has been acquitted of

accusations that she misused USD 102,000 in public

funds.

Prosecutors alleged that Ferrer approved documents

for ghost projects, that the foundation was unqualified,

and that contracts were awarded without public

bidding. The court, however, ruled that the

prosecution failed to prove her guilt beyond a

reasonable doubt. It found that her act of noting

project documents did not establish that she approved

them or participated in the selection process, and that

there was no evidence of any overt actions on her part

contributing to the alleged offenses.

The case was heard before the Sandiganbayan, the

Philippines’ special anti-graft court, which has

jurisdiction over cases involving corruption and misuse

of funds by public officials, as well as private actors

accused of conspiring with them.

This ruling follows a previous acquittal in November

2023 for Dumpit and other co-accused linked to the

same alleged misuse of funds. [Manila Bulletin]

Philippines: Court upholds graft

conviction of former tourism officials

(ghd) The Sandiganbayan, Philippines’ special anti-graft

court, has upheld the conviction of three former

officials of the now-defunct Philippine Tourism

Authority. Former general manager Robert Dean Smith

Barbers, former deputy general manager Edgar T.

Bocar, and former construction implementation

department manager Armando L. Miranda were found

guilty of graft over the construction of a Manila sports

complex awarded without the required government

approval.

All three had filed motions for reconsideration, but the

court denied them, ruling that their arguments merely

repeated earlier claims. In its resolution, the

Sandiganbayan said the officials were “grossly and

inexcusably negligent” in carrying out their duties..

[Manila Bulletin]
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Philippines: Survey shows drop in hunger

incidence

(ghd/ms) Hunger among some of the country’s poorest

families has eased, according to a new Social Weather

Stations (SWS) survey. The poll tracked beneficiaries of

the government’s Walang Gutom Program, a food aid

initiative that provides each enrolled household with

PHP 3,000 (USD 51) in monthly food credits via

electronic cards redeemable at partner stores.

The March 2025 survey found that hunger incidence

among these households dropped from 48.7 percent

in October 2024 to 41.5 percent in March 2025, a

decline of 7.2 percentage points over two quarters. The

steepest improvement was recorded in the

Bangsamoro Autonomous Region in Muslim Mindanao

(BARMM-Plus cluster) — a group of southern provinces

with historically high poverty and food insecurity —

where hunger prevalence fell by 17.4 percentage

points. Almost one-third of all beneficiaries are in

BARMM provinces.

Social Welfare Secretary Rex Gatchalian said the

results show “early signs of success” of the program,

which as of August 2025 supports 300,000 households

through more than 1,000 accredited retail partners

nationwide. The government plans to expand coverage

to 600,000 families by year-end.

The SWS “Walang Gutom Tracker” mirrored the

agency’s national survey in June, which showed

involuntary hunger among all Filipino families easing to

16.1 percent. Officials say both sets of results confirm

that the program is helping improve food security

while complementing broader anti-poverty measures.

[PhilStar 1] [PhilStar 2]

Philippines: Corrections bureau highlights

reforms and future plans

(ghd) According to the Bureau of Corrections Director

General Catapang, a record number of 23,000 inmates

have been released from 2022–2025. For comparison,

21,000 inmates were released from 2016–2022, under

the Duterte administration. Catapang credited efforts

to give good conduct time allowances and the agency’s

digitization efforts, which enabled the efficient

processing of parole and executive clemency, for this

result. Around 12,000 inmates have also been

transferred from the New Bilibid Prison, which

previously held more than 30,000 inmates, to various

penal farms. The agency is also planning to develop
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new facilities outside Metro Manila to further ease

congestion in the prison. [ABS-CBN News]

Philippines: New rules for using local over

imported gas

(ghd) The energy department has issued Department

Circular No. DC2025-09-0013, implementing the

Philippine Natural Gas Industry Development Act. The

rules mandate that the use of local natural gas (LNG)

sources must be prioritized over imported natural gas,

in order to promote energy security and self-reliance.

Under the rules, the temporary use of imported LNG is

permitted only if the price of local gas is consistently

higher than imported LNG for three consecutive

months, and only for a temporary period not

exceeding three months. The price of indigenous gas

will be indexed to global benchmarks, with regular

averaging and adjustments. The rules also provide for

the establishment of a gas aggregation system, which

will allow entities to combine local and imported gas

for distribution. However, the specific guidelines for

this system are still pending. Gas suppliers are also

required to provide fair access to their supply and

infrastructure.

Implementation and oversight of these rules, as well as

review of pricing and other issues, will be handled by

the newly created Indigenous Gas Prioritization –

Review and Evaluation Committee. Violations of these

rules may result in significant financial penalties.

[Philippine Daily Inquirer]

Philippines: Inflation rises to 1.5 percent

in August on higher food costs

(ms) Philippine annual inflation accelerated to 1.5

percent in August, up from 0.9 percent in July, the

Philippine Statistics Authority (PSA) reported on

September 5. The outcome topped market

expectations of 1.2 to 1.3 percent and marked the

fastest pace since March, though it remained well

below the government’s 2 to 4 percent target range.

Year-to-date inflation averaged 1.7 percent.

The primary driver was a rebound in vegetable prices,

which rose 10 percent after falling in July, reflecting

damage from heavy monsoon rains and flooding. Food

and non-alcoholic beverages contributed nearly 70

percent of the increase, with fish and seafood also
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posting faster gains. These pressures outweighed

steeper declines in rice prices, which dropped by a

record 17 percent year-on-year, extending a

deflationary streak.

Core inflation, which excludes volatile food and energy

items, climbed to 2.7 percent in August from 2.3

percent in July, signaling broader price pressures.

Transport costs also fell at a slower pace, adding to the

uptrend.

Economic Planning Secretary Arsenio Balisacan said

inflation “remains broadly manageable” but

emphasized that the figures highlight how adverse

weather directly impacts prices. The PSA noted that

storms in late July and August disrupted vegetable

production, while the state weather bureau forecasts

up to 15 tropical cyclones between September 2025

and February 2026, raising risks of further food price

volatility under emerging La Niña conditions.

Authorities are deploying agricultural recovery

measures, including seed distribution, aquaculture

support, and expanded crop insurance. A Department

of Agriculture command center, scheduled to launch in

November, will enhance food supply chain

management and forecasting.

The Bangko Sentral ng Pilipinas (BSP), which reduced

its policy rate for a third consecutive time on August

29, said inflation expectations remain anchored. The

BSP projects 1.7 percent average inflation in 2025,

rising toward 3.3 percent in 2026. Analysts said the

surprise uptick may temper the pace of further easing,

though another rate cut later this year remains

possible. [GMA News] [Inquirer] [Reuters]

Philippines: Foreign investors allowed to

lease land for up to 99 years

(ghd/ms) President Ferdinand Marcos Jr. has signed

Republic Act 12252, amending the Investors’ Lease Act

to allow foreign investors to lease private land in the

Philippines for up to 99 years, nearly doubling the

previous 50-year limit with a one-time 25-year

extension.

The law, approved on September 3, is intended to

encourage foreign investment by providing more

stable and predictable land tenure for industrial

estates, factories, agro-industrial ventures, tourism

projects, and other priority enterprises. Leases must

be tied to registered investment projects and used

exclusively for their approved purposes. Contracts are
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required to be recorded with the Registry of Deeds and

annotated on the land title.

The President may shorten the lease term for projects

in vital services or critical infrastructure, while

contracts will be terminated if projects fail to begin

within three years or if land is misused. For tourism

ventures, only investments worth at least USD 5 million

(PHP 293 million), with 70 percent infused within three

years, qualify.

Violations such as illegal use or exceeding the 99-year

limit render contracts void, with penalties ranging from

PHP 1 million (USD 17,000) to PHP 10 million (USD

170,000) in fines and up to six years’ imprisonment.

Foreigners remain prohibited from owning land, as

restricted under the 1987 Constitution. [Manila

Bulletin] [PhilStar]

Philippines: Contract for port terminal

cancelled

(ghd) The Philippine Ports Authority (PPA) cancelled the

contract for the construction of the Zamboanga Port

Passenger Terminal Building due to prolonged delays

and a design that no longer meets operational needs.

The project was originally scheduled for completion in

February 2023. The contractor attributed the delay to

the COVID-19 pandemic, rising material costs, and

difficulties in mobilizing workers. The PPA noted that

the project was also impacted by inclement weather,

location-specific issues, and evolving design

considerations. Additionally, only 18 percent of the

total contract price of USD 8.4 million has been paid,

and no down or advance payments have been made.

The Zamboanga port is a hub for passenger and cargo

traffic in the Zamboanga peninsula, servicing Basilan,

Sulu, Tawi-Tawi, and neighboring Southeast Asian

countries. [Manila Bulletin]

Philippines: Peace negotiators warn

leadership split could threaten Mindanao

peace deal

(ms) Former government peace negotiators have

raised alarm over rising tensions in the Bangsamoro

Autonomous Region in Muslim Mindanao (BARMM),

warning that fractures within the Moro Islamic

Liberation Front (MILF) could jeopardize more than a

decade of painstaking peace efforts.
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In a joint statement, former peace panel chair Miriam

Coronel-Ferrer and fellow negotiators Senen Bacani,

Zenonida Brosas, Anna Tarhata-Basman, and Yasmin

Busran-Lao said they were “deeply concerned” by

developments that could “spiral into an uncontrollable

situation.” They emphasized that the threat went

beyond election-related tensions ahead of the region’s

first parliamentary polls on October 13, pointing

instead to the fragmentation of the MILF leadership.

The MILF, once the country’s largest rebel group,

signed the 2014 Comprehensive Agreement on the

Bangsamoro (CAB) with Manila after 17 years of

negotiations. The pact created the BARMM, giving the

Moro people expanded self-rule while committing MILF

fighters to lay down arms under a phased

decommissioning process. Since 2019, the MILF has led

the Bangsamoro Transition Authority (BTA), governing

the autonomous region until the long-delayed polls

this year.

But recent events have exposed growing cracks within

the MILF’s leadership structure. The friction has

centered on interim Chief Minister Abdulraof “Sammy

Gambar” Macacua, a veteran commander who also

serves as chief of staff of the MILF’s armed wing, the

Bangsamoro Islamic Armed Forces (BIAF). Macacua,

who assumed the chief minister post in March

following his appointment by President Ferdinand

Marcos Jr., has come into conflict with MILF chairman

and former chief minister Ahod “Al Haj Murad”

Ebrahim, regarded as the movement’s long-time

political and spiritual leader.

The dispute intensified after Ebrahim ordered the

suspension of nearly ten senior MILF commanders for

allegedly disobeying directives when they attended a

Manila event linked to Macacua. The move was

formalized under Memorandum Order No. 037, which

cited a “serious breach of leadership rules and

organizational discipline.” Macacua, however, insisted

the commanders had acted with his knowledge and

that their suspension was based on a

misunderstanding. He said Ebrahim later messaged

him privately, indicating that if the attendance had his

sanction, the disciplinary action could be reconsidered.

This episode highlighted a disconnect between the

MILF’s central committee, led by Ebrahim and vice

chair Mohagher Iqbal, and Macacua’s growing

influence within BARMM institutions and the BIAF. The

controversy has fueled speculation that the

movement’s once-solid hierarchy is now under strain,

particularly as Macacua consolidates authority both in

government and within the armed ranks.



Iqbal has publicly accused the national government of

exploiting these internal tensions, pointing to Marcos’

decision to replace Ebrahim with Macacua as chief

minister and the exclusion of six MILF nominees from

the 41-member list for the BTA. To him, these moves

signaled a deliberate “divide-and-rule tactic” aimed at

weakening the MILF’s unity during a crucial transition

period. He warned that such interference risked

undermining not just the organization but also the

broader CAB, which rests on the MILF’s cohesion and

credibility as the region’s peace partner.

The crisis came to a head at a Cotabato City rally on

September 6, where thousands of BIAF members

gathered at the Grand Mosque to declare loyalty to

both Macacua and Ebrahim. While the show of force

underscored the MILF’s enduring grassroots support, it

also laid bare the discontent stemming from the

suspensions and raised fears that factions could

harden into permanent splits.

The former negotiators urged the Marcos

administration to “help unite, not divide, its peace

partner” and pressed MILF leaders to avoid further

weakening their organization. A fractured MILF, they

warned, could unravel the CAB, stall the transition, and

risk splinter groups sliding back into radicalization or

criminality.

The stakes are high: the October elections are meant

to complete the BARMM’s transition from a rebel-led

authority to a fully elected parliament, the centerpiece

of the peace agreement. If internal divisions erode the

MILF’s credibility, the handover of power could lose

legitimacy, undermining trust in the peace process and

reopening old fault lines in Mindanao’s conflict. For a

region scarred by decades of war, the difference

between a united MILF and a fractured one could

determine whether the Bangsamoro experiment

delivers lasting peace or falls back into instability.

[Inquirer] [Minda News] [Rappler]

Singapore: 15th Parliament opens as

Singapore sets out key priorities in

uncertain global economy

(nl) Singapore’s 15th Parliament convened on

September 5 with the swearing-in of 97 elected

lawmakers and two opposition Non-Constituency

Members of Parliament (NCMPs), marking the start of

a new legislative term. Seah Kian Peng was re-elected

as Speaker, while President Tharman

Shanmugaratnam delivered his first opening address
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since assuming the presidency in 2023, setting out the

Wong government’s agenda.

Tharman’s speech emphasized unity and trust as key

to Singapore’s next phase, while addressing challenges

from inequality and external pressures such as

disinformation and global rivalry. He outlined plans for

economic renewal, including AI, green industries and

supply chain resilience, and flagged longer-term

priorities in education, healthcare and retirement

security, alongside anchoring Singapore in ASEAN to

navigate global uncertainty. [The Straits Times 1]

[President of the Republic of Singapore]

Beyond the President’s address, several MPs also

weighed in after the opening, reflecting on how

Tharman’s themes translate to the ground. Leader of

the House Indranee Rajah highlighted the need for

inclusive growth in a climate of global uncertainty,

while newer legislators such as Zhulkarnain Abdul

Rahim and Shawn Loh underscored the importance of

collective responsibility and tackling entrenched

privilege. Others, including Tin Pei Ling and first-term

MPs Hamid Razak and David Hoe, pointed to bread-

and-butter concerns, from jobs and housing

affordability to retirement security and equal access to

opportunities for children. [The Straits Times 2]

The Workers’ Party also set out its stance, with Pritam

Singh calling for the need for sharper scrutiny of

government policies and more open debate. He raised

concerns over job security, youth underemployment

and ageing, while questioning how ambitious growth

targets could be met within the country’s constraints.

Singh renewed his call for select committees to

strengthen oversight and public understanding of

policy trade-offs. [The New Paper]

Singapore: Redevelopment plan redrawn

for waterfront area, more housing added

(nl) Singapore’s Urban Redevelopment Authority (URA)

has redrawn development plans for the 17-hectare

Kampong Bugis precinct, where about 4,000 homes

are now expected. The revisions form part of the Draft

Master Plan 2025, a long-term blueprint to guide

Singapore’s development over the next 10 to 15 years,

including new housing and the renewal of city districts.

An earlier scheme to hand 8.2 hectares of the site to a

single master developer was shelved after delays in

soil treatment. The land has since been rezoned mainly

for residential use, with the government taking on

infrastructure works directly and releasing plots in
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phases. The changes are part of a wider renewal of the

Kallang River corridor, which will add homes in Tanjong

Rhu, Marina East and Kallang Distripark, rejuvenate

older estates, and convert the former Kallang Airport

into a lifestyle hub. Analysts say moving away from the

master developer model reduces risks in a subdued

property market, while central locations and riverfront

frontage should help keep the area attractive to

builders. [The Straits Times]

Singapore: First milestone achieved with

USD 510 million raised in green

investment

(nl) The Monetary Authority of Singapore (MAS)

announced on September 8 that the Green

Investments Partnership, part of the Financing Asia’s

Transition Partnership (Fast-P), has secured USD 510

million in its first fundraising close. The capital will

support green and sustainable infrastructure across

South and Southeast Asia, where demand for financing

renewable energy, transport, water and waste systems

remains high.

The partnership pools contributions from global and

regional private, public and philanthropic sources,

including Temasek, HSBC, and government agencies

from Australia and the European Union. Managed by

Pentagreen Capital, it will deploy debt financing to

projects considered marginally bankable, aiming to

bridge the funding gap left by commercial lenders wary

of perceived risks.

Fast-P, launched in 2023, ultimately seeks to raise up

to USD 5 billion across three pillars: green investments,

accelerating the energy transition, and industrial

transformation in emissions-heavy sectors such as

steel and cement. Singapore has committed up to USD

500 million to the platform, while international backers

see the initiative as a model for mobilizing private

capital toward Asia’s climate transition. [The Straits

Times] [Singapore Press Centre]

Singapore: Land reclamation milestone as

Singapore builds first polder

(nl) Singapore has completed construction of its first

polder project at Pulau Tekong, reclaiming about 800

hectares of land off the country’s northeastern coast. It

is the first time the city-state has created land below

sea level using the impoldering method, which reduces
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sand use by nearly half compared with traditional

reclamation.

The reclaimed area is protected by a 10 km coastal

dike, drainage network and pumping stations designed

to keep seawater out and manage stormwater runoff.

Developed with expertise from the Netherlands, the

project adapts proven polder techniques to

Singapore’s coastal conditions.

The government plans to use the new land for military

training, freeing up mainland sites for housing and

other needs. Officials said operating the Pulau Tekong

polder will provide insights and guidance for future

reclamation and coastal protection efforts as

Singapore prepares for rising sea levels and land

constraint. [Channel NewsAsia]

Singapore: Electric vehicle rebates cut as

Singapore moves toward 2040 low-

emission fleet

(nl) Singapore will reduce financial incentives for

electric vehicles (EVs) and petrol hybrids as part of

revisions to two existing schemes. The Vehicular

Emissions Scheme (VES) will be extended through

2027, but petrol hybrids will no longer qualify for

rebates. Surcharges for high-emission vehicles are set

to rise to SGD 35,000 (USD 27,300) in 2026 and SGD

45,000 (USD 35,100) in 2027, while the EV Early

Adoption Incentive (EEAI) will be halved in 2026 and

discontinued the following year. Authorities said the

adjustments reflect the narrowing cost gap between

electric and conventional cars and the growing

adoption of cleaner-energy vehicles.

The Land Transport Authority and National

Environment Agency noted that cleaner-energy

vehicles now account for 80 percent of new

registrations in 2025, with EVs making up half of that

share. Dealers expect buyers to accelerate purchases

before the rebate reductions take effect, potentially

driving higher certificate of entitlement (COE)

premiums. Both schemes provide rebates upon vehicle

registration to offset purchase costs, while the rising

surcharges aim to discourage ownership of high-

emission cars and encourage the transition to fully

cleaner-energy vehicles by 2040.

Experts said the tapering of subsidies is a natural step

given the increasing availability of competitively priced

EVs, particularly from Chinese manufacturers. Falling

battery costs and economies of scale are expected to

continue reducing EV prices, making full rebates less
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necessary. Analysts also noted that the steeper

surcharges on combustion-engine cars align with

Singapore’s broader policy objective of shifting the

vehicle fleet toward low- and zero-emission vehicles in

support of the country’s 2050 net-zero target. [The

Straits Times]

Singapore: Police invoke online criminal

harms act on Meta, add TikTok to

watchlist

(nl) Singapore has issued its first enforcement order

under the Online Criminal Harms Act (Ocha), directing

Meta to step up action against scams on Facebook. The

police directive compels the company to remove

fraudulent ads, fake accounts and business pages

impersonating senior leaders, with penalties of up to

SGD 1 million (USD 776,000) for failing to comply.

Officials said the measure was necessary as Facebook

has become the primary platform exploited by

scammers impersonating government figures.

Losses to such schemes have surged, with cases of

government official impersonation scams nearly

tripling to 1,762 in the first half of 2025. Victims lost

SGD 126.5 million (USD 98 million) in the same period,

almost double the amount from a year earlier. Recent

scams included fake Facebook ads using Prime

Minister Lawrence Wong’s likeness for cryptocurrency

and residency services. The authorities argue that

stronger intervention from Meta is critical to stemming

the tide of fraud.

Meta, which has long had a strained relationship with

Singapore regulators over online safety, said it already

uses detection systems and dedicated review teams to

combat impersonation scams. Still, the order highlights

the government’s willingness to wield new legal powers

to hold platforms accountable. At the same time,

TikTok has been designated under the same regime

and must comply by early 2026. [The Straits Times]

[South China Morning Post]

Thailand: Ex-interior minister returns to

power after chaotic transition as Pheu

Thai falters

(bk/lm) Thailand’s political landscape has undergone a

turbulent shift after weeks of upheaval that saw the

ouster of one Shinawatra and the court-ordered jailing

of another. The Bhumjaithai Party, which only recently
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quit the Pheu Thai–led coalition, has returned to the

center of power with its leader, Anutin Charnvirakul —

a construction tycoon turned politician best known for

spearheading cannabis legalization as health minister

— now elevated as prime minister under a fragile

minority arrangement.

Anutin’s ascent followed the Constitutional Court’s

removal of Paetongtarn Shinawatra on August 29 over

ethical misconduct tied to a leaked phone call with

Cambodian Senate President Hun Sen. Former deputy

prime minister Phumtham Wechayachai briefly served

as caretaker, but was sidelined once parliament

scheduled a new vote. On September 3, the House

elected Anutin by 311 votes to 152, with 27

abstentions, and he formally received the royal

command on September 7. His victory ended days of

frantic negotiations between rival parties and came

just as Paetongtarn’s father, former premier Thaksin

Shinawatra, left for Dubai ahead of a Supreme Court

ruling that has since ordered him back to prison.

Crucially, Anutin’s win was secured by the opposition-

core People’s Party, which delivered 143 votes on strict

conditions: he must dissolve parliament within four

months of presenting his policy platform, initiate

constitutional reform through an elected Constitution

Drafting Assembly, and refrain from forming a majority

coalition. Additional support came from Bhumjaithai

itself (68), Kla Tham (31), Palang Pracharath (17), a

rebel faction of United Thai Nation (16), defectors from

Pheu Thai (8), Thai Sang Thai (3), and three Democrats

who broke ranks, while most Democrat lawmakers

abstained. The Pheu Thai-led bloc retained about 200

votes. [Thai PBS World]

Anutin now governs as Thailand’s 32nd prime minister

under a limited mandate. He has pledged to “hit the

ground running” with a short-term agenda focused on

easing household, transport, and energy costs;

pursuing peaceful management of the border conflict

with Cambodia; strengthening disaster response

systems; and intensifying action against narcotics,

trafficking, scams, and gambling. [Bangkok Post 1]

[Bangkok Post 2] [Thai Enquirer] [Bangkok Post 3]

[Bangkok Post 4]

The incoming cabinet is dominated by technocrats and

outsiders. Prominent legal scholar Borwornsak

Uwanno, a former chairman of the 2015 charter

drafting committee, will serve as deputy prime minister

overseeing legal affairs. Former foreign ministry

permanent secretary Sihasak Phuangketkeow is

expected to lead foreign affairs, Treasury Department

chief Ekniti Nitithanprapas is tipped for finance, and

Auttapol Rerkpiboon, former CEO of PTT—Thailand’s
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largest state-owned oil and gas conglomerate—will

take the energy portfolio. Vorapak Tanyawong, former

head of Krung Thai Bank, one of the country’s largest

state-owned commercial banks, is slated as deputy

finance minister. Suphajee Suthumpun, Group CEO of

Dusit Thani Plc, a major Thai hotel and hospitality

group with operations worldwide, has been

approached for commerce. For defence, Anutin is

reportedly leaning toward an outsider, with former

National Security Council secretary-general Gen Supot

Malaniyom tipped for minister, while Gen Nat

Intaracharoen is expected to serve as deputy. Palang

Pracharath leader Gen Prawit Wongsuwon has ruled

out taking a cabinet role, saying he will support Anutin

from outside government. [Bangkok Post 5] [Bangkok

Post 6] [Bangkok Post 7] [Bangkok Post 8]

At the same time, public expectations are high. A Nida

poll conducted September 4–5 found about 59 percent

of respondents favor immediate dissolution rather

than waiting four months. Among those supporting

constitutional reform, nearly three-quarters preferred

section-by-section amendment. A separate Suan Dusit

poll showed more than three-quarters agreed with the

plan to dissolve parliament within four months,

underlining widespread demand for early elections

and relief from rising living costs. [Bangkok Post 9]

Meanwhile, Pheu Thai has entered a period of decline

and division. Its candidate Chaikasem Nitisiri won only

152 votes in the prime ministerial ballot, and nine MPs

defected, including veteran Shinawatra critic Chalerm

Ubamrung and Kanchanaburi MP Sakda Wichiensilp.

Sakda justified his move as disillusionment with Pheu

Thai’s performance. [Bangkok Post 10]

Despite these cracks, Paetongtarn Shinawatra has

pledged that Pheu Thai will serve as a fearless

opposition force, committed to defending democratic

principles and scrutinizing the government. The party

has singled out sensitive issues for oversight, including

irregular land deeds in Buri Ram’s Khao Kradong area

linked to figures close to Bhumjaithai, and suspicions

of manipulation in the Senate election. Leaders have

also warned that interference in judicial proceedings

could trigger full parliamentary confrontation,

including a possible no-confidence motion before the

four-month dissolution deadline. [Bangkok Post 11]

[Bangkok Post 12] [Bangkok Post 13]

At the same time, internal turbulence is evident. About

60 Pheu Thai MPs initially petitioned the Constitutional

Court to strip Anutin and People’s Party leader

Natthaphong of their MP status, citing constitutional

principles. But on September 8 the party withdrew the

petition to revise its content and list of signatories,
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leaving uncertainty about when it will be refiled. Critics

accused Pheu Thai of inconsistency, noting that the

party had earlier accepted similar conditions when the

People’s Party still supported its own candidate.

[Bangkok Post 14] [Bangkok Post 15]

Veteran figures within Pheu Thai have also

acknowledged weakness. Former Ubon Ratchathani

MP Somkid Cheukong, a longtime deputy secretary-

general to Paetongtarn, described the party as being in

a “period of weakness with no advantage” and stressed

the need for reorganization to prepare for the next

election. Outgoing health minister Somsak Thepsuthin

dismissed rumors of defection but admitted the

opposition bench is a difficult adjustment. Both men

emphasized that realignments are a natural feature of

Thai politics and that Pheu Thai’s future will depend on

how it adapts. [Bangkok Post 16]

Other institutional and personal setbacks compound

the party’s difficulties. The Election Commission (EC) is

poised to dismiss a petition that sought to dissolve

Pheu Thai and five of its former coalition allies over

allegations that former prime minister Thaksin

Shinawatra exerted undue influence. Both an EC-

appointed panel and the political registrar

recommended dismissal due to insufficient evidence.

[Bangkok Post 18]

Meanwhile, veteran figure Noppadon Pattama, once

foreign minister and a longtime associate of Thaksin,

has resigned his Pheu Thai list seat, saying he will turn

to legal and social work. [Bangkok Post 19]

Thailand: Supreme Court orders former

prime minister to serve one-year prison

term

(bk/lm) Thailand’s Supreme Court on September 9

ordered former prime minister Thaksin Shinawatra to

return to prison for one year, ruling that his prolonged

hospital stay in 2023 did not count as time served.

Thaksin, who governed from 2001 until being ousted in

a 2006 coup, is one of Thailand’s most influential and

controversial political figures and the patriarch of the

Shinawatra dynasty.

The case, known as the “14th floor” case, centered on

Thaksin’s detention at Bangkok’s Police General

Hospital, where he stayed in a premium ward after

spending only 13 hours in Bangkok Remand Prison. He

was initially sentenced to eight years for abuse of

authority, conflict of interest, and corruption, before

the penalty was reduced to one year by royal clemency
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in 2023. He was paroled in early 2024 after serving just

six months in hospital.

The court determined that medical records used to

justify the hospital transfer were falsified and ruled the

period of hospitalization unlawful. In June 2025, the

Medical Council — Thailand’s statutory professional

body that regulates medical practice and enforces

standards of professional conduct — suspended two

doctors and cautioned a prison doctor for misconduct

related to Thaksin’s treatment.

Thaksin was present in court to hear the verdict. Days

earlier, he had briefly flown to Dubai, where he had

spent much of his 15-year self-imposed exile, sparking

speculation that he might not return. He arrived back

in Bangkok on September 8 and appeared at the

Supreme Court the following morning with his

daughter Paetongtarn Shinawatra, who was removed

as prime minister on August 29 by the Constitutional

Court for ethical misconduct linked to a leaked phone

call with Cambodia’s strongman and incumbent Senate

President Hun Sen. [Bangkok Post 1] [Bangkok Post 2]

The ruling is the final of three recent judgements

involving the Shinawatra family. Thaksin himself

narrowly avoided prosecution in a separate lese

majeste case that was dismissed earlier this year, while

Paetongtarn’s removal ended the latest Shinawatra-led

administration. Their departure from government

cleared the way for Bhumjaithai Party leader Anutin

Charnvirakul, a former health minister known for

overseeing cannabis decriminalization, to become

Thailand’s 32nd prime minister. His minority cabinet

was sworn in earlier this week.

Thaksin’s political dynasty has dominated Thailand’s

electoral politics since 2001, with allies winning almost

every election over the past 25 years. His sister

Yingluck Shinawatra led the government until her

removal by court order in 2014, followed by a coup,

while his brother-in-law Somchai Wongsawat also

briefly held the premiership. Yet the dynasty has faced

consistent opposition from conservative, military, and

royalist forces, which have repeatedly intervened to

remove or weaken Shinawatra-linked administrations.

[Reuters] [CNN]

Thailand: New premier faces scrutiny over

land dispute and cabinet picks

(lm) Thailand’s new Prime Minister Anutin Charnvirakul

has assumed office under mounting scrutiny, as

opposition forces, civil society, and investigators
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highlight politically sensitive cases tied to his party and

cabinet formation.

A major source of concern is the long-running land

dispute in Buri Ram’s Khao Kradong area, an extinct

volcano designated as a public site. The Supreme

Administrative Court ruled in 2021 that title deeds

there were unlawfully issued and ordered their

cancellation, but nearly 900 deeds remain active.

Among them are 20 covering 288 rai (about 46

hectares) linked to the Chidchob family, longtime

powerbrokers in Buri Ram closely associated with

Anutin’s Bhumjaithai Party.

The Department of Special Investigation (DSI) —

Thailand’s specialized law enforcement agency for

complex cases — registered the matter in 2025 while

the Interior Ministry was still controlled by the then-

ruling Pheu Thai Party, shortly after Bhumjaithai left

the coalition. Investigators have gathered evidence

from land, railway, treasury, and local authorities,

identifying at least four individuals connected to the

irregular issuance of deeds. Some contested plots

overlap with State Railway of Thailand (SRT) land and

have already been developed into a football stadium

and racetrack. The DSI has warned of possible charges

of unlawful land acquisition, environmental violations,

and money laundering, and is considering upgrading

the matter to a “special case,” which would expand its

investigative powers. The SRT, despite being the

injured party, has so far delayed filing its own

complaint — a move that the DSI cautioned could be

deemed dereliction of duty. [Bangkok Post 1] [Bangkok

Post 2]

At the same time, civil society groups are pressing

parliament to vet Anutin’s own record and his cabinet

choices. The Anti-Corruption People’s Network from

Four Regions petitioned the House Speaker on

September 8, citing Anutin’s alleged links to the Khao

Kradong land controversy and to last year’s contested

Senate selection process. The Anti-Corruption

Organisation of Thailand (ACT) echoed the concerns,

pointing to what it called three “black holes”: the land

and Senate vote-rigging cases, the risk of appointing

ministers with links to corruption or illicit businesses,

and the lack of clear anti-corruption priorities in

Anutin’s agenda. [Bangkok Post 3]

The main opposition People’s Party (PP), which

supplied the votes necessary for Anutin’s election

under a four-month minority arrangement, has also

urged him to avoid appointing anyone tainted by

human trafficking allegations. The warning came after

a Finnish court on September 5 convicted a former

Finnish berry company executive and a Thai broker for
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running a trafficking network that exploited Thai berry

pickers. The PP cited testimony and evidence

previously gathered by the DSI suggesting links

between the network and senior Thai officials,

including a former labour minister. It vowed to push

for a full Thai investigation and said no one implicated

should hold ministerial office.

Labour Ministry officials rejected suggestions of

complicity, insisting that Thai workers had been

dispatched legally under domestic law, while

acknowledging that Finland and Thailand apply

different definitions of trafficking. [Bangkok Post 4]

Thailand: Court dismisses complaint over

judge ex-prime minister’s removal case

(lm) The Constitutional Court has defended the

legitimacy of its August 29 ruling that removed

Paetongtarn Shinawatra as prime minister for serious

ethical misconduct linked to her leaked conversation

with Cambodian Senate President Hun Sen.

Twenty MPs from the ruling Pheu Thai Party petitioned

the House speaker to forward concerns to the court,

arguing that judge Panya Udchachon, whose term had

expired, should not have taken part in the decision.

They claimed that once a royal command was issued

appointing his successor, Panya’s participation was no

longer valid.

A Constitutional Court source rejected the challenge,

noting that under the 2018 organic law on court

procedures, outgoing judges remain in office until

successors have been sworn in. The royal command

naming Sarawut Songsivilai as Panya’s replacement

had not yet been published in the Royal Gazette at the

time of the ruling, and Sarawut had not taken the

required oath. The court stressed that its decision

against Paetongtarn therefore remains valid.

Pheu Thai MPs also pressed the court to explain why

publication of the royal command was delayed,

suggesting this timing enabled Panya to take part in

the ruling. [Bangkok Post]

Thailand: Former MP faces ethics case

over illegal state landholding

(lm) The National Anti-Corruption Commission (NACC)

has filed an ethics complaint against former Palang

Pracharath Party lawmaker Pol Lt Col Waipot Apornrat,
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accusing him of unlawfully occupying state agricultural

reform land in Kamphaeng Phet province.

According to the NACC, Waipot had held 352 square

meters of land in Pang Sila Thong district since 1996,

despite not being eligible under the Agricultural Land

Reform Act, which reserves such plots for farmers.

Investigators said he was not a farmer, had sufficient

personal income, and failed to relinquish the land

when authorities later sought applications from

qualified farmers.

The commission concluded that his actions

represented a serious breach of parliamentary ethics,

undermining public trust in the legislature. The case

has been referred to the Supreme Court under the

Organic Act on Anti-Corruption for adjudication.

[Bangkok Post]

Thailand: Fraud case suspect petitions

special investigations agency over

prolonged proceedings

(msz) A lawyer has petitioned Thailand’s Department of

Special Investigation, the state body handling complex

financial and criminal cases, on behalf of a suspect in a

long-running fraud case linked to the former Thai

Military Bank (TMB), now TMBThanachart Bank (TTB),

one of the country’s major commercial banks.

The suspect is among 12 people charged in 2016 with

forgery, money laundering, and unlawful association.

She denies involvement, arguing her only link was a

private loan from another suspect, which investigators

may have misinterpreted as evidence of fraud.

Her lawyer noted that although the case was referred

to prosecutors in July 2019, it has not reached trial due

to repeated transfers between agencies. Authorities

have also confiscated assets worth about THB 178

million (USD 5.2 million) in connection with the case.

[Bangkok Post ]

Thailand: Government plans health

support package for Myanmar refugees

(msz) Thailand’s Ministry of Public Health is seeking

cabinet approval for a THB 160 million (USD 4.6

million) budget to strengthen healthcare services in

seven refugee camps along the Thai-Myanmar border,

home to more than 700,000 displaced people.
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The move follows a decline in international

humanitarian funding, particularly after the

suspension of U.S. aid under President Trump, which

left camp health services heavily under-resourced. Thai

authorities warn that without immediate intervention,

the risk of disease outbreaks in the camps could rise

sharply.

Public Health Minister Somsak Thepsutin said the plan

includes closer coordination with the Ministry of

Interior and the National Security Council to ensure

long-term sustainability. A key policy under discussion

is granting refugees limited work permits, allowing

them to contribute to Thailand’s social welfare fund

and gain access to state healthcare coverage.

The ministry also intends to hire nearly 300 medical

staff from Myanmar, supported by an annual budget of

THB 19 million (USD 550,000), to improve care within

the camps. At present, more than one-fifth of

Thailand’s four million migrant workers remain without

health coverage, while just over 40 percent are

enrolled in the social welfare system. [Bangkok Post]

Thailand: Courts deliver new royal

defamation rulings and related legal

disputes

(bk/lm) Thailand’s courts and police have issued a

series of rulings and actions under the country’s laws

governing speech and conduct related to the

monarchy.

Most recently, the Criminal Court sentenced

Chonthicha Jangrew, a lawmaker from the main

opposition People’s Party, to two years and eight

months in prison under Section 112 of the Criminal

Code and the Computer Crime Act for Facebook posts

made in 2020. Combined with a two-year sentence

from a 2021 protest speech, she now faces four years

and eight months in prison. She has been granted

conditional bail of THB 300,000 (USD 9,600) pending

appeal. [Bangkok Post 1]

In a separate ruling, the Court of Appeal overturned

earlier acquittals and handed down prison terms of 16

to 21 years to five defendants over the October 2020

royal motorcade incident near Government House in

Bangkok. Veteran activist Ekachai Hongkangwan,

previously jailed for lèse-majesté, received 21 years

and 4 months, while four other activists and civilians

were sentenced to 16 years each. The appellate judges

ruled it credible that the defendants knew it was a

royal convoy and attempted to block it, convicting
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them under Section 110 of the Criminal Code, which

carries penalties up to life imprisonment or death for

endangering the Queen’s liberty.

The trial court had earlier acquitted them, citing poor

police communication, the unusual route of the

convoy, and evidence that protesters believed riot

police movements signaled dispersal rather than a

royal passage. The defendants have applied for bail

pending a Supreme Court appeal. [Thai Enquirer 1]

[Bangkok Post 2]

In another case, a Thai criminal court sentenced social

media influencer Aniwat Prathumthin to 18 months in

prison for lèse-majesté and Computer Crime Act

violations tied to Facebook posts in 2020. The original

three-year sentence was halved following her

confession, and the prison term was suspended for

two years. She was placed on probation for one year,

required to report quarterly, perform 24 hours of

community service on royal anniversaries, and refrain

from committing similar offences during the probation

period. [Bangkok Post 3]

Separately, an American academic is suing the Thai

police after the revocation of his visa in connection

with a lèse-majesté case that was later dropped. Paul

Chambers, a lecturer at Naresuan University in

Phitsanulok province, filed a counter-suit against the

Immigration Bureau and other police agencies at the

Civil Court, demanding more than THB 3.6 million (USD

111,600) in damages.

The dispute stems from an incident in early 2024,

when police opened a lèse-majesté investigation

against Chambers based on a social media post. The

charges were eventually dismissed, but his visa had

already been revoked, leaving him in legal and

professional limbo. His legal team contends that the

authorities violated his constitutional rights,

international obligations on academic freedom, and

due process. [Thai Enquirer 2]

Thailand: Government commits over USD

76 billion to clean energy transition

(msz) Thailand has pledged more than USD 76 billion

(THB 2.45 trillion) in clean energy investments by 2037

as part of its draft National Energy Plan and Alternative

Energy Development Plan. The announcement came at

the 16th Clean Energy Ministerial (CEM16) and the 15th

APEC Energy Ministerial Meeting in Busan, South

Korea, where Samerjai Suksumek, advisor to the

Minister of Energy, outlined Thailand’s strategy.
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The government’s priorities include strengthening

energy security, expanding renewable energy, and

modernising the national power grid with advanced

technologies to ensure safety, reliability, and efficiency.

Samerjai also stressed Thailand’s readiness to

cooperate with APEC partners to secure affordable and

sustainable energy access.

At the APEC session, ministers adopted a joint

statement highlighting the role of natural gas in

regional energy resilience and calling for greater use of

artificial intelligence and modern technologies in

energy infrastructure. [The Nation]

Thailand: Political turmoil and currency

rally deepen economic uncertainty

(msz/acs) Thailand’s fragile economy faces renewed

headwinds as political turmoil collides with currency

volatility. The Constitutional Court’s removal of

Paetongtarn Shinawatra as prime minister on August

29 has left a minority government under Bhumjaithai

Party leader Anutin Charnvirakul, bound by an

agreement to dissolve parliament within four months.

Business groups warn that this transition could create

a six- to ten-month political vacuum, delaying the 2026

budget and other fiscal decisions.

The economic backdrop is already weakening. Growth

reached 3 percent in the first half of 2025 on the back

of strong exports to the United States, but tourism

arrivals have undershot expectations and border

clashes with Cambodia disrupted trade. The Finance

Ministry has nonetheless raised its 2025 forecast to 2.2

percent following a new U.S. trade agreement. [Thai

PBS World]

Additionally, bankers are increasingly worried about

Thailand’s fiscal sustainability. At the end of July, the

debt-to-GDP ratio stood at 63.2 percent—below the 70

percent post-pandemic ceiling but well above the pre-

pandemic threshold of 60 percent. With GDP growth

hovering around 2 percent in recent years, down

sharply from the 7–8 percent levels before the 1997

Asian financial crisis, credit rating agencies are

expected to scrutinize not only debt levels but also

Thailand’s capacity to raise long-term revenues. Weak

tax collection is already straining repayment ability,

prompting fears of a sovereign rating downgrade.

[Bangkok Post 1]

The financial picture is further complicated by the

baht’s sharp appreciation. The currency hit a four-year

high in early September, gaining around 8 percent this
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year, driven largely by U.S. dollar weakness and

surging gold prices. The Bank of Thailand (BoT)

pledged to intervene to manage volatility and mitigate

business impacts, noting that gold trading plays an

outsized role in domestic currency movements. The

appreciation is already hurting exporters facing a 19

percent U.S. tariff and could discourage foreign

tourists, a vital revenue source. Investor sentiment has

improved somewhat after Anutin’s appointment, with

USD 31 million (THB 968 million) in foreign inflows into

Thai bonds on September 8, the largest in three

months. [Bangkok Post 2]

Inflation has also remained negative for five

consecutive months, driven by lower food and energy

prices. Outgoing BoT governor Sethaput

Suthiwartnarueput has argued that Thailand should

move away from rigid inflation targeting and adopt a

more flexible framework, given the dominance of

supply shocks. The BoT recently cut interest rates to a

near three-year low of 1.5 percent, and further

reductions are possible. [Bangkok Post 3]

To counter weak consumption, the Finance Ministry

has confirmed it is preparing to relaunch the “Khon la

Khrueng” co-payment scheme, a subsidy program

designed to ease household living costs and support

local businesses. Backed by a 25-billion-baht (about

USD 775 million) budget, the scheme could be rolled

out as early as October 2025, pending reassessment of

participating merchants. Officials argue its proven

track record and ready infrastructure make it a quick

tool to inject liquidity into the economy. [Bangkok Post

4]

Private sector leaders stress, however, that such short-

term measures cannot substitute for stable

governance and structural reform. They have urged

the new administration to restore investor confidence,

prevent fiscal gridlock, and deliver a clear long-term

growth strategy, warning that without political stability

Thailand risks falling further behind its regional

competitors.

Thailand: International reports highlight

urgent need for education and skills

reform

(lm) Thailand’s education system is facing renewed

scrutiny after international assessments placed the

country in the lower half of global rankings, raising

concerns about competitiveness and workforce

readiness.
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According to the World Population Review 2025,

Thailand’s literacy rate stands at 94.1 percent, trailing

most regional peers, including Singapore (97.5),

Vietnam (95.8), and Malaysia (95). Thai students also

consistently underperform in the OECD’s Programme

for International Student Assessment (PISA),

particularly in mathematics, science, and reading.

Beyond literacy, the OECD’s Skills Strategy Thailand

report, released in July, highlights a critical shortage of

digital skills. Only 1 percent of the population has

advanced digital proficiency, far below what is needed

for Thailand’s ambition to raise overall digital literacy

to 70 percent by the end of 2025.

In response, the Office for National Education

Standards and Quality Assessment (ONESQA) is

reforming its evaluation model, moving from

bureaucratic audits toward external quality assurance

that emphasizes school self-assessment, expert

collaboration, and real-time digital feedback platforms.

The approach is intended to reduce compliance

burdens and better target interventions.

Experts stress that without structural reform—

especially in underperforming regions—Thailand risks

falling further behind regional competitors in

developing a skilled workforce. [Bangkok Post]

Thailand: Cannabis industry revives hopes

under new leadership but regulatory

uncertainty persists

(lm) Thailand’s cannabis industry is experiencing

renewed optimism following the appointment of

Anutin Charnvirakul as prime minister, though long-

term stability remains in doubt. Anutin, who

decriminalized cannabis in 2022 while serving as

health minister, is widely regarded by local media as

the country’s “cannabis champion.” His short-term

premiership, formed under a coalition deal requiring

new elections within four months, has lifted fears that

cannabis could be reclassified as a narcotic.

Industry stakeholders — including thousands of

dispensary owners, growers, and entrepreneurs — see

his leadership as a reprieve from the policy reversals of

recent years. After the 2023 election, the Pheu Thai

Party had attempted to restrict cannabis to strictly

medical use, shutting down hundreds of shops and

imposing prescription-only sales. Former prime

minister Paetongtarn Shinawatra intensified those

curbs, with authorities increasing surveillance to block
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illegal exports to destinations such as the United

Kingdom, India, Pakistan, and Hong Kong.

Yet advocates caution that Anutin’s minority

government is likely to be short-lived and lacks the

time to pass a comprehensive cannabis law. Instead,

the next administration will face pressure to establish

a durable framework that addresses both business

concerns and public health safeguards.

Recent amendments to cannabis rules illustrate the

risks of policy fragmentation. As of June 2025, only

sellers holding Good Agricultural and Collection

Practices (GACP) certificates may supply cannabis

flowers, leaving roughly 18,000 licensed dispensaries

reliant on just 79 certified suppliers. Critics argue this

effectively tilts the market toward monopolistic

control. A new requirement for medical prescriptions

has further advantaged larger dispensaries able to hire

doctors or convert into clinics, while reports of

uncertified prescriptions and informal telemedicine

practices have raised questions about enforcement.

Authorities defend these measures as quality controls,

but campaigners say corruption undermines them,

with uncertified products still entering the market.

They also argue that rules have raised costs for

patients without delivering genuine safety

improvements.

Beyond business and regulation, youth protection

remains a central concern. Advocates emphasize

education rather than prohibition, calling for cannabis

to be integrated into substance awareness programs

alongside alcohol and other commonly encountered

products. They warn that avoiding open discussion

risks fueling stigma rather than safeguarding minors.

[Bangkok Post 1] [Bangkok Post 2]

Thailand: Air force commissions new U.S.

aircraft while F-16 undergoes structural

repairs

(msz/lm) Thailand’s air force is advancing its

modernization program even as it deals with

maintenance challenges in its current fleet.

An F-16 fighter jet was recently sent for repair after a

structural crack was discovered during a routine

inspection following a training mission. [Bangkok Post

1]

At the same time, the air force formally commissioned

eight AT-6TH light attack aircraft from Textron Aviation
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Defense of the United States into active service at Wing

41 in Chiang Mai. These aircraft, which replace the

retired L-39ZA/ART fleet, will be deployed for missions

including border patrol, counter-narcotics operations,

reconnaissance, and disaster response. They are

intended to complement, rather than duplicate, the

country’s existing Gripen and F-16 fighter capabilities.

The moves are part of a wider modernization strategy.

The air force plans to acquire additional Gripen

fighters to replace aging F-16s stationed in Nakhon

Ratchasima and Nakhon Sawan, while also extending

the service life of Alpha Jets and F-5s in Ubon

Ratchathani and Udon Thani. Armed drones are also

under consideration for future deployment. [Bangkok

Post 2]

Vietnam: New government policy grants

tuition exemptions and reductions for

students

(hn) The Vietnamese government has issued Decree

238, effective September 3, 2025, providing tuition

exemptions and reductions for students across various

education levels.

Fourteen groups are fully exempt from tuition,

including preschool and public school students,

students with disabilities, children of revolutionary

contributors, orphans without guardians pursuing

vocational or college education, university students

aged 16-22 receiving social allowances, ethnic minority

students from poor or near-poor households, and

students in specialized programs such as Marxism-

Leninism, Ho Chi Minh Thought, and certain medical

postgraduate fields like psychiatry, pathology,

forensics, infectious diseases, and intensive care.

Exemptions also cover students in difficult-to-recruit or

socially important fields, including defense and

security. Tuition reductions are provided as well: 70

percent for students in traditional arts, specialized

cultural programs (e.g., folk music, theater, dance,

circus), heavy or hazardous professions, and ethnic

minority students in particularly disadvantaged areas;

50 percent for students whose parents suffer work-

related accidents or occupational diseases and receive

regular allowances.

The policy also supports preschool and school

students in private institutions and postgraduate

students in specialized medical fields at private

schools, aiming to promote equal access to education,

assist disadvantaged groups, and encourage training in
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socially important or hard-to-staff professions.

[Vnexpress, in Vietnamese] [Vietnamnet]

[Vietnaminsiders]

Vietnam: Former National Assembly

Official Stands Trial in USD 4.6 Million

Corruption Case

The Hanoi People’s Court on September 8 opened the

trial of former Deputy Chairman of the National

Assembly Office, Pham Thai Ha, and 28 co-defendants

in one of Vietnam’s most high-profile corruption cases

this year, tied to infrastructure contracts won by Thuan

An Group.

According to the indictment, former Thuan An

chairman Nguyen Duy Hung and other company

executives colluded with government officials to rig

bids and secure lucrative construction projects in Bac

Giang, Tuyen Quang, Quang Ninh, and Hanoi, as well

as projects overseen by the Ministry of Transport.

Investigators say the schemes involved tailoring tender

requirements, abusing authority during project

management, and exerting political influence to favor

Thuan An.

Hung, together with general director Tran Anh Quang

and three other company leaders, is charged with

“violating bidding regulations causing serious

consequences.” Former Bac Giang vice chairman Le O

Pich faces charges of abusing his position, while Ha is

accused of using his National Assembly role to

influence decision-making for personal gain.

Prosecutors allege that the defendants’ actions caused

losses of more than VND 120 billion (USD 4.59 million)

to state assets. However, by the time of trial, nearly all

damages had been compensated. Hung alone repaid

over VND 24.4 billion (USD 932,000) and USD 90,000;

Pich paid VND 4.5 billion (USD 172,000); Ha contributed

VND 750 million (USD 29,000); and 46 other individuals

with related obligations jointly added VND 27 billion

(USD 1.03 million) and USD 10,000.

The court proceedings are closely watched as part of

Vietnam’s broader anti-corruption drive, known as the

“blazing furnace” campaign, which has increasingly

targeted both senior officials and powerful business

figures. Analysts say the Thuan An case highlights

persistent risks in Vietnam’s infrastructure sector,

where collusion between companies and officials has

often led to inflated costs and losses to the state

budget. [Vietnam+] [VnExpress]
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Vietnam: Former jewelry company

director prosecuted for illegal production

of gold

(ms) The Supreme People's Procuracy has indicted 16

defendants for embezzlement and abuse of power at

the state-owned Saigon Jewelry Company (SJC),

including former General Director Le Thuy Hang.

Hang faces charges of embezzlement and abuse of

power after investigators determined she unlawfully

gained more than VND71 billion (USD 2.7 million) while

causing losses exceeding VND107.4 billion (USD 4.1

million) to state assets and SJC.

According to the indictment, Hang directed

subordinates to inflate loss rates in gold processing for

the State Bank of Vietnam (SBV), misappropriating

nearly 96 taels (about 3.6 kilograms). She also falsified

purchase and sale records to siphon off more than

VND3.2 billion (USD 122,000) and organized the illegal

production of tens of thousands of SJC-branded gold

bars and rings.

The investigation found that while handling dented

gold bars for the SBV, Hang illegally manufactured

6,255 taels (about 234 kilograms) of gold bars,

generating illicit profits of over VND64 billion (USD 2.45

million). In collusion with Nguyen Thi Hue, Director of

SJC’s Hai Phong branch, she also produced and sold

tens of thousands of unauthorized gold rings.

Other defendants include four former managers and

staff from SJC’s Tan Thuan company and Central

Region branch, indicted for falsifying records and

skimming surplus gold. Another group of four,

including accountants and a store manager, face

charges for fabricating 139 purchase orders and 200

sales invoices, causing losses of more than VND3.2

billion (USD 122,000).

Five defendants, including Hue, were prosecuted for

abuse of power linked to illegal production and sales.

In addition, Hang allegedly ordered subordinates to

create fake customer lists to smuggle out nearly 900

taels (about 33.7 kilograms) of gold during SBV’s price-

stabilization program, earning further illicit profits.

[VnExpress] [Vietnam+]

Vietnam’s public debt drops sharply,

strengthening fiscal stability
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(hn) Vietnam’s public debt has dropped significantly

over the past five years, reflecting stronger fiscal

discipline and better debt management. Total public

debt fell from 55.9 percent of GDP in 2020 to 34

percent in 2024, with government debt down to 31.8

percent and government-guaranteed debt at 2.2

percent. Local government debt remained steady at

0.6 percent.

Foreign debt also declined, with the foreign debt-to-

GDP ratio falling to 27.9 percent, easing reliance on

overseas borrowing and reducing debt-servicing

pressure. Debt repayment obligations as a share of

state budget revenue fell from 21.2 percent to 18.9

percent, supporting long-term fiscal stability.

However, foreign debt repayment relative to export

turnover increased from 5.7 percent to 7.8 percent,

underscoring the need for continued export growth

and trade balance management to maintain

repayment capacity. [Vietnamnews][Hethongphapluat,

in Vietnamese] [Nguoiduatin, in Vietnamese]

Vietnam: Authorities tighten gold market

oversight after ending state monopoly

(ms) Vietnam has ordered immediate inspections of

gold trading enterprises to ensure compliance with

financial and anti-money laundering laws, just two

weeks after the government abolished the State

monopoly on gold bar production.

On September 8, Permanent Deputy Prime Minister

Nguyen Hoa Binh instructed the Government

Inspectorate to coordinate with the Ministry of

Industry and Trade, Ministry of Finance, Ministry of

Public Security, and the State Bank of Vietnam (SBV) to

form an inspection team. The group will review the

operations of credit institutions and gold businesses,

including their invoicing, trading practices, and

compliance with anti-money laundering regulations.

Findings must be reported to the Prime Minister within

September, with violations referred directly to the

Ministry of Public Security.

The move follows Decree 232/2025/NĐ-CP, issued on

August 26, which ended the State’s decades-long

monopoly on gold bar production and import. The

decree introduced a licensing system that allows

commercial banks and enterprises meeting strict

financial requirements to participate in gold bar

production and trading, subject to SBV approval.

[Vietnam Law Magazine]
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Vietnam: New rules introduced to combat

terrorist financing, poses potential issues

for human rights

(ab/ms) New government policy, effective October 15,

will establish inter-agency rules to prevent and combat

financing linked to terrorism or threats to national

security.

The regulations outline coordination between

ministries on intelligence sharing, investigations, asset

freezes, and compliance monitoring for financial

institutions, digital assets, and cross-border

transactions. Agencies must respond to requests for

information within ten days. The decision also assigns

responsibility for public communication campaigns to

state media, aiming to raise awareness of risks and

promote compliance with counter-terrorism laws.

[Vietnamplus]

The move builds on Vietnam’s 2013 Law on

Counterterrorism and the 2022 revision of its Anti-

Money Laundering Law, which expanded state powers

to monitor banks, remittances, and digital assets.

International bodies such as the Financial Action Task

Force (FATF) have pressed Hanoi to tighten regulations,

but critics warn the new rules go further by giving wide

discretion to security agencies, with little independent

oversight.

The rollout comes shortly after the UNHCR raised

concerns over the treatment of ethnic minorities in

Vietnam (see full report), after years of human rights

abuse claims from multiple agencies. Ethnic minorities

often face persecution in land rights feuds, including

frequent incarcerations in Vietnam’s Central Highlands.

The government often arrests minorities for being part

of FULRO–an insurgent group that fought a campaign

of armed resistance against Vietnam from 1964 to

1992. Their forces gave up arms as part of a UN

peacekeeping mission in 1992 and have ceased to

operate since. However, ethnic minorities have

frequently been targeted for allegedly being part of the

defunct group as recently as 2024 [See more Radio

Free Asia]. Their arrests have often been part of land

disputes between minority groups and the

government.

Fears for marginalized peoples has been growing since

violent clashes with police in Dak Lak province in 2023

lead to increased hostility towards Central Highland

minority groups. Reports of police manhunts, mass

arrests, and pressure on neighboring Cambodia and

Thailand to extradite refugees fleeing the violence
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have prompted numerous rights groups to voice

concern over the situation. [Radio Free Asia 2] [Voice of

America]

Critics of the new bill highlight the ambiguity of the

state’s definition of terrorism, and the dangers this

could potentially bring to human rights activists and

ethnic minorities—especially those linked to foreign

charities and NGOs such as the Khmer Krom of the

Mekong, and Montagnard groups of the Central

Highlands. With little oversight, and an opaque judicial

system, there is a fear that the government will use

these new laws to crack down on ethnic minorities

further.

Vietnam: Domestic violence safeguards

tightened with faster no-contact orders

(ab/hn) Vietnam has introduced new rules requiring

police to enforce no-contact orders against domestic

abusers within one hour, significantly tightening

protections for victims. The measures, effective

September 4, shorten the previous three-day

enforcement window to ensure immediate

intervention.

A no-contact order is the order which local authorities

or a court can issue at the victim’s request - prevents

an abuser from contacting or coming near the victim.

Supervisors, selected from trusted community

members like village leaders, security volunteers, or

women’s union representatives, are responsible for

ensuring that abusers keep their distance from victims.

They also guide offenders in identifying violent

behavior, managing stress, and handling family

conflicts without resorting to aggression.

Offenders subject to these orders must sign

agreements to comply, participate in behavioral

rehabilitation programs, and may be assigned

community service tasks such as tree planting or

cleaning public areas. Breaking the order can result in

administrative fines, criminal charges, or

imprisonment, depending on the seriousness of the

violation.

Orders can last up to four days and are supervised by

local community figures, who monitor compliance and

encourage behavioral change. Violators face fines,

criminal charges, or jail time depending on severity.

The regulation comes after organizations such as the

UN (see full report) have called for greater action from

the government to improve gender equality and
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combat sexual violence. While reported domestic

violence cases have declined—over 3,200 were

recorded in 2023—authorities note underreporting

remains a challenge.

Whilst the policy is a positive step forward, questions

will remain about its efficacy without thorough

regulation of its implementation. With widespread

allegations of corruption amongst party officials, as

well as a lack of female representation within local

governance, the success of the new decree remains to

be seen. [VnExpress]

Vietnam: Government eyes small modular

reactors to support growth drive

(ab/hn) Vietnam is considering small nuclear reactors

as part of its revived nuclear program, a Politburo

document shows, framing the technology as a flexible

option to expand energy capacity. The move comes as

the country pursues sweeping economic reforms

aimed at sustaining rapid growth, with power demand

expected to more than double by 2030.

The government estimates USD 136 billion in

investment is needed to meet its targets, combining

nuclear, renewables, and expanded fossil fuel

production. The renewed nuclear push, suspended

nearly a decade ago, reflects Hanoi’s broader strategy

to secure reliable energy supplies as it seeks upper-

middle income status by 2030 and high-income status

by 2045. [Reuters]

Vietnam: 2025 debt plan approved, sets

three-year program to safeguard credit

and growth

(ms) Deputy Prime Minister Ho Duc Phoc has approved

Vietnam’s 2025 public borrowing and debt repayment

plan alongside a three-year debt management

program for 2025–2027. The measures aim to ensure

full and timely repayment of obligations while

maintaining the country’s sovereign credit rating and

supporting economic growth.

For 2025, total government borrowing is capped at

VND 815.2 trillion (USD 30.9 billion). This includes VND

443.1 trillion (USD 16.8 billion) to cover the central

budget deficit, VND 361.1 trillion (USD 13.7 billion) for

principal repayments, and nearly VND 11 trillion (USD

416 million) for on-lending. Debt repayments are
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limited to VND 506.9 trillion (USD 19.2 billion), of which

VND 468.5 trillion (USD 17.8 billion) will be direct

obligations and VND 38.4 trillion (USD 1.5 billion)

repayments for on-lent projects. Borrowing will rely

mainly on government bonds, concessional foreign

loans, and ODA, with no guarantees for the Vietnam

Development Bank and capped guarantees for the

Bank for Social Policies at VND 10.5 trillion (USD 397

million).

Local governments may borrow up to VND 31.8 trillion

(USD 1.2 billion), while Vietnamese firms without state

guarantees can take on about USD 5.5 billion in

medium- and long-term foreign commercial loans.

Short-term external debt is expected to grow by up to

20 percent from 2024.

For 2025–2027, borrowing will be capped at VND 2.22

quadrillion (USD 84.1 billion), with repayments set at

VND 1.35 quadrillion (USD 51.2 billion). Authorities

stress strict monitoring of debt safety indicators, the

development of domestic capital markets, and

prioritization of foreign capital for strategic projects.

The government says the program will balance fiscal

stability with financing for infrastructure, climate

resilience, and digital transformation, while ensuring

transparency and avoiding overdue debt. [Vietnam Law

Magazine] [Vietnam+]

Vietnam: Strong consumer sentiment

offsets economic headwinds

(ab) Despite recent negative signals, Vietnamese

consumers remain highly optimistic about the

country’s economic trajectory.

Foreign investors pulled a record USD 1.5 billion from

local equities in August—the largest outflow since 2009

—driven by profit-taking after a strong rally and

concerns over a weakening dong. Manufacturing

growth also slowed, with the Purchasing Managers’

Index slipping to 50.4, down from 52.4, as export

orders declined for the tenth consecutive month amid

US tariff pressures.

Additionally, the World Bank has cut Vietnam’s growth

forecast to 6.6 percent due to its vulnerabilities as an

export-based economy considering recent US tariffs.

This is far below the 8.4 percent targets the

Vietnamese government has set for itself. [Reuters]

Yet consumer confidence remains a bright spot.

Vietnam posted the highest sentiment score in ASEAN
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in a United Overseas Bank survey, with respondents

expressing strong faith in economic, political, and

social stability. High levels of digital payment adoption

and household savings further underscore domestic

resilience.

The findings suggest that while external challenges

weigh on markets, public optimism reflects continued

hope that the government’s growth strategy will keep

Vietnam on track toward higher-income status. An

increase in exports by 14.5 percent over the last year,

despite tariffs, could have underscored this. [Reuters

2]

External reports such as these are useful barometers

of public satisfaction within the one-party state, where

it can often be difficult to gauge public opinion.

[Bloomberg] [Vietnam Investment Review] [VnExpress]

Vietnam: Ho Chi Minh City launches USD 7

billion international financial Centre to

boost Vietnam’s global ambitions

(hn) Ho Chi Minh City will begin constructing a long-

planned international financial centre (IFC) in

September, part of Vietnam’s strategy to become a

regional financial hub alongside Singapore and Hong

Kong. The first phase will cover a 9.2-hectare core zone

in the Thủ Thiêm New Urban Area, hosting financial

regulators, supervisory bodies, and specialized courts.

The total investment is estimated at USD 7 billion.

The city’s IFC will focus on banking, asset management,

capital markets, fintech, and derivatives trading, while

Đà Nẵng will specialize in green finance, digital finance,

and crypto pilot projects. The centre aims to begin

operations in 2025 and be completed within five years,

forming a key part of Vietnam’s economic

modernization strategy.

Vietnam has long debated creating an international

financial hub, but past efforts stalled due to regulatory

uncertainty and competition from regional centers. Ho

Chi Minh City is considered ideal due to its economic

weight, growing middle class, and existing stock

exchange, though foreign participation remains

limited. Officials hope the new IFC, with clearer rules

and incentives, will attract global banks and investors.

 Analysts caution that success will depend on

regulatory reform, deeper capital markets, and

building investor trust amid strong competition from

Singapore and Hong Kong. [Vietnamnews]
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Vietnam: S&P upgrades major Vietnamese

banks, reflecting strong economic growth

and financial resilience

(hn) S&P Global Ratings has upgraded the long-term

credit ratings of three major Vietnamese banks -

Vietcombank (BB+), Techcombank (BB), and Eximbank

(BB-) - citing stronger financial system resilience and

above-average economic growth. Short-term ratings

remain at B with stable outlooks, and Vietnam’s

Banking Industry Country Risk Assessment (BICRA) was

raised to group eight from nine.

The upgrades reflect growing confidence in Vietnam’s

financial system, supported by robust growth,

regulatory improvements, and institutional stability,

despite external risks and rapid credit expansion.

[Vietnamnews]

Vietnam: VinFast posts wider loss despite

expansion, questions emerge over

reliance on domestic market

(ab/ms) Vietnamese electric vehicle maker VinFast

reported a Q2 net loss of USD 812 million, a 15 percent

increase from the previous quarter, as heavy spending

on marketing and overseas expansion weighed on

results. Revenue rose modestly by 1.9 percent from Q1

and surged 91.6 percent year-on-year to USD 663

million.

The company delivered 35,837 vehicles in the quarter,

up 172 percent from a year earlier, bringing first-half

deliveries to 72,167. With a target of 200,000 units in

2025, VinFast expects stronger sales in the second half,

particularly in Indonesia, the Philippines, India, and

North America. The firm, which transitioned fully to

electric production in 2022, reiterated its aim to break

even by late 2026.

VinFast has become central to Vietnam’s ambitions to

nurture national champions in strategic industries,

similar to South Korea’s reliance on Samsung. The

government has tied its clean energy drive to the

automaker’s success, raising expectations that the

company can help transform the economy.

Yet challenges persist. The automaker has struggled to

gain traction in North America and Europe, shifting its

focus to the Asia-Pacific. Meanwhile, 92 percent of

sales still come from the domestic market, with large
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fleet purchases made by its founder for his taxi service.

This reliance has fueled public skepticism, with some

Vietnamese netizens alleging market manipulation or

state collusion. No evidence supports these claims, but

they highlight unease over VinFast’s privileged role.

Looking ahead, the company has opened a plant in

India and plans another in Indonesia later this year,

while continuing heavy investment in R&D and

international expansion. Whether these moves can

offset persistent losses will be closely watched in

Vietnam and abroad. [AutoNews] [Reuters]
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China pushes revision to foreign trade

laws 

(aw) Chinese legislators have begun examining a draft

overhaul of the country’s foreign trade laws, marking

the first significant revision since 2004. The draft,

comprising 11 chapters and 80 articles, aims to

reshape China’s trade framework by introducing

diversified mechanisms for resolving disputes,

enhancing trade adjustment measures to strengthen

supply chains, and bolstering intellectual property

protections in international commerce. The proposal

has been submitted to the National People’s Congress

for deliberation before potential enactment. [Xinhua]

A key feature of the revisions is the expansion of trade

countermeasures, including the ability to impose trade

restrictions and sanctions on individuals deemed a

threat to China’s sovereignty. Analysts suggest that

codifying such measures would provide a legal basis
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for retaliatory actions, particularly as China faces

increasing foreign trade pressures, including U.S.

tariffs—and most recently Mexico’s proposed

increased duties on Chinese goods. [Reuters] [Mexico

News Daily]

China to impose provisional anti-dumping

duties on EU pork

(dql) Further straining already tense China-EU trade

relations, China’s Ministry of Commerce has

announced provisional anti-dumping duties of 15.6

percent to 62.4 percent on imports of pork and pig by-

products from the European Union (EU), citing

preliminary findings that EU exporters were selling

below production costs and causing “substantial

damage” to China’s pork industry. The duties, effective

September 10, require EU exporters to provide cash

deposits, though China has not clarified conditions for

their potential return. [Ministry of Commerce, China, in

Chinese] [SCMP]

The move deepens a series of trade disputes between

Beijing and the EU, which began last year after the EU

imposed tariffs on Chinese electric vehicles. China has

previously targeted European products, including

brandy, and is now investigating dairy imports for

potential dumping.

The anti-dumping investigation affects key EU

producers, particularly Spain, the Netherlands, and

Denmark. EU pork exports to China peaked at EUR 7.4

billion (USD 8.67 billion) in 2020 following swine

disease outbreaks in China but fell to EUR 2.5 billion

(USD 2.93 billion) in 2023.

Analysts view the measures as part of Beijing’s broader

strategy to protect domestic industries while asserting

leverage in ongoing EU-China trade negotiations. [AP

News]

China: Push for ASEAN trade pact

intensifies amid US tariffs

(ask) China is urging the Association of Southeast Asian

Nations (ASEAN) to finalize negotiations on an

upgraded free trade agreement (FTA 3.0) by the end of

2025. The revised deal, which concluded negotiations

in May, aims to expand cooperation in areas such as

agriculture, pharmaceuticals, and the digital economy,

while also enhancing supply chain integration. Beijing’s
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push comes as new U.S. tariffs on Chinese goods weigh

heavily on exports to its once-largest trading partner.

[Reuters]

ASEAN has remained China’s largest trading partner

for 16 consecutive years, underscoring the region’s

strategic importance to Beijing’s economic stability. In

the first seven months of 2025, bilateral trade rose 8.2

percent year-on-year to USD 597 billion, representing

nearly 17 percent of China’s total foreign trade. This

growing reliance contrasts with China’s shrinking

exports to the U.S., which dropped more than 30

percent in the same period, highlighting ASEAN’s role

as a buffer against Western trade pressures. Analysts

point out that sectors such as electronics, green

energy, and consumer goods have been at the

forefront of the trade boom, reinforcing ASEAN’s

position as both a manufacturing hub and a key

market for Chinese exports. [Xinhua]

Officials and analysts stress that the FTA 3.0

framework is designed not only to deepen regional

economic integration but also to anchor China more

firmly in Southeast Asian supply chains. At the recent

China-ASEAN Expo in Nanning, Beijing emphasized

“institutional opening-up” and pledged to enhance

connectivity through land and maritime corridors,

positioning ASEAN as a critical partner amid shifting

global trade dynamics. [Global Times]

China, Russia, Mongolia conduct first joint

military border exercise

(dql) China, Russia, and Mongolia conducted their first

joint border defense drills on September 8-9,

highlighting deepening security coordination among

the three neighbors. The "Border Defence Cooperation

– 2025" exercises, held in an undisclosed shared

border area, aimed to strengthen strategic

cooperation, enhance responses to border threats,

and build mutual trust. [China Military, in Chinese]

The drills followed a trilateral leaders’ meeting in

Beijing on September 2, shortly after President Xi

Jinping hosted the Shanghai Cooperation Organisation

(SCO) summit, where he advocated for a new global

security and economic order. Mongolia, an SCO

observer since 2004, has so far refrained from full

membership, though China continues to encourage its

participation. [Reuters]

During the September 2 trilateral meeting, Xi urged

Russia and Mongolia to resist “external interference,”

while emphasizing strengthening political trust,
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advancing cross-border infrastructure and energy

projects, expanding local currency settlements, and

aligning development strategies amid growing

challenges to U.S. dollar dominance. [Ministry of

Foreign Affairs, China] [SCMP]

China, Mongolia and Russia advance

Power of Siberia II gas pipeline project

(fs/dql) Russia, China and Mongolia reached a final

agreement to move forward with the long-delayed

Power of Siberia II gas pipeline project during a

trilateral summit in Beijing on September 2.

The project, dormant for more than a year, will enable

Russia to deliver up to 50 billion cubic meters of

natural gas annually to China via Mongolia for a period

of 30 years.

Following the meeting, Gazprom and China National

Petroleum Corporation signed a memorandum of

understanding on the construction of the pipeline and

the Soyuz-Vostok transit section across Mongolia.

Gazprom CEO Alexey Miller confirmed the signing,

adding that gas deliveries through the existing Power

of Siberia pipeline will also be increased from 38 to 44

billion cubic meters annually. [Bloomberg TV] [The

Diplomat 1]

Gazprom had already signed a memorandum of

cooperation with the Mongolian government at the

end of August to develop bilateral partnerships in the

oil and gas sector (see AiR No. 35, September/2025, 1).

Additionally, during the meeting, Mongolian President

Ukhnaa Khurelsukh emphasized the importance of

deepening trilateral cooperation and reaffirmed

Mongolia’s commitment to implementing projects

under the Mongolia-China-Russia Economic Corridor

Construction Program.

Chinese President Xi Jinping highlighted recent

progress in trade, environmental protection, railway

modernization, and customs procedures, while

proposing new initiatives, including the establishment

of an Innovation Center with Mongolian and Russian

participation.

Geopolitically, Xi urged Russia and Mongolia to resist

“external interference” and emphasized strengthening

political trust, cross-border projects, and local currency

settlements amid growing US-China strategic rivalry

and Western pressure on Moscow. [Ministry of Foreign

Affairs, China]
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Russian President Vladimir Putin urged closer

integration through the Belt and Road Initiative, the

Eurasian Economic Union, and Mongolia’s Steppe Road

Initiative. He called for enhanced cooperation in

logistics, customs, trade, and strategic areas such as

tourism, water resource management, and

environmental protection. [Montsame]

Mongolia, historically a buffer between Russia and

China, has pursued a “third neighbor” policy,

expanding ties with the US, Japan, South Korea, and

the European Union to diversify trade, diplomacy, and

security partnerships. Its vast mineral resources,

including critical minerals, have increased its

geopolitical importance, highlighted by a 2023 US-

Mongolia minerals memorandum. [SCMP]

The trilateral gathering coincided with Mongolia’s

elevation to “partner” status in the Shanghai

Cooperation Organisation and precedes the leaders’

attendance at China’s World War II commemorative

military parade. Xi reaffirmed China’s reliability as a

partner, while Mongolian President Khurelsukh

stressed maintaining permanent friendship with China.

[The Diplomat 2]

Mongolia, World Bank discuss economic

diversification and development

cooperation

(fs) Mongolian Prime Minister Gombojav Zandanshatar

met with World Bank Vice President for East Asia and

the Pacific Manuela V. Ferro in Ulaanbaatar on

September 2.

Zandanshatar outlined the government’s strategic

priorities, including human development, green

transition, digital transformation, public sector

efficiency, and tax reform, and emphasized Mongolia’s

efforts to reduce reliance on mining by diversifying the

economy, particularly through private sector support

and export expansion. He also underlined the urgent

need for an affordable housing program and improved

access to financing to help reduce air pollution in

Ulaanbaatar and improve living standards.

Ferro praised Mongolia’s post-pandemic economic

recovery and progress in social and economic

development, stressing the potential of agriculture,

renewable energy, and tourism. She reaffirmed the

World Bank’s readiness to continue supporting

Mongolia’s development agenda. [Montsame]
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South Korea, ASEAN deepen intellectual

property cooperation

(mo) South Korea and the Association of Southeast

Asian Nations (ASEAN) are boosting collaboration on

intellectual property to support technology-driven

growth and cross-border business. At the 8th Korea-

ASEAN heads of IP offices meeting in Seoul on

September 1, representatives from the 10 ASEAN

states—with East Timor attending as an observer—

adopted a joint declaration emphasizing AI-based IP

administration, stronger protection systems, and IP

financing to convert intangible assets into business

value. They also committed to expanding training and

education programs tailored to each member state.

Since signing their first memorandum of cooperation

in 2018, South Korea and ASEAN have held annual

meetings and launched initiatives to assist companies

with patent protection, trademarks, and

commercialization strategies across Southeast Asia’s

rapidly growing markets. The meeting underscores IP

as a strategic pillar in broader South Korea-ASEAN

trade and investment relations. [The Korea Herald]

South Korea, U.S., Japan to hold trilateral

Freedom Edge exercise, deepen

technology cooperation 

(mo) South Korea, U.S., and Japan will conduct their

trilateral, multi-domain Freedom Edge exercises from

September 15 to 19 in international waters east and

south of South Korea´s southern island of Jeju. 

Covering sea, air, and cyberspace domains to enhance

interoperability, the drills are designed to strengthen

security against North Korea’s military threats. 

North Korea has protested these drills, warning of

military action during the previous Freedom Edge drills

that have involved US nuclear-powered aircraft

carriers. In contrast, South Korea stated that these

exercises aim to respond to North Korea´s nuclear and

missile threats and safeguard regional peace while

adhering to international law and regulations. [The

Korea Herlad]

Meanwhile, as part of a trilateral effort to strengthen

technology cooperation, officials and industry experts

from the United States, Japan, and South Korea met

last week in Seoul and Tokyo to address security

challenges in the rapidly advancing quantum

technology sector. The workshops focused on

protecting quantum systems from physical, cyber, and
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intellectual property threats while exchanging best

practices.

The State Department emphasized that the meetings

underscore the importance of coordinated efforts to

safeguard innovation and reinforce the resilience of

the quantum ecosystem, a sector with significant

economic and technological potential. [Department of

State, USA] [Yonhap]

Taiwan signs MOU with Poland, Ukraine

on drone cooperation

(acl) On September 3, a Taiwanese defense industry

delegation visiting Poland signed a memorandum of

understanding (MOU) with Ukrainian and Polish

partners to strengthen cooperation on drone

technology.

The MOU outlines a framework for trilateral

technology exchange and security cooperation. Under

the agreement, Taiwan will provide technology and

components, Ukraine will contribute research and

development, and Poland will share its expertise on

drone technology.

The delegation, led by Taiwan Defense Industry

Development Association President Tony Hsu, included

representatives from around 20 defense companies.

[Taiwan News] [Focus Taiwan]

Canadian, Australian warships conduct

first joint transit of Taiwan Strait 

(yl) A Canadian frigate and an Australian guided-missile

destroyer jointly transited the Taiwan Strait, the first

such passage by the two nations. The vessels sailed

north along the eastern side of the median line, likely

bound for Japan. Taiwan’s military monitored the

transit, while Beijing said the People's Liberation Army

(PLA) had “full control” of the situation. 

Analysts said the operation was a pointed response to

China’s recent military parade with Russian and North

Korean leaders, signaling that Western democracies

remain committed to freedom of navigation despite

Beijing’s closer ties with authoritarian states. The joint

transit also reflected deeper military cooperation

between Canada and Australia, following recent drills

with the Philippines and U.S. near Scarborough Shoal.

[Taipei Times] [Reuters]
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Bangladesh leads Asia in bad loans as

neighbors improve ratios

(lm) Bangladesh now has the highest non-performing

loan (NPL) ratio in Asia, according to the Asian

Development Bank’s latest Nonperforming Loans Watch

in Asia 2025. The report said defaults in Bangladesh

rose to 20.2 percent of all loans in 2024, with

distressed assets reaching USD 20.27 billion, a 28

percent jump year-on-year. The ADB described

Bangladesh as having the region’s “most fragile

banking system” and noted that no other Asian

economy experienced such a sharp deterioration.

By contrast, India, Pakistan, and Sri Lanka all reduced

their NPL ratios over the same period, while Nepal

recorded only a marginal increase. India, the region’s

largest economy, cut its ratio from 3.4 percent to 2.5

percent through sweeping reforms and stricter

enforcement. Pakistan and Sri Lanka also strengthened

oversight, while Nepal contained its increase to less

than one percentage point. Together, South Asia

accounted for USD 86.74 billion in bad loans in 2023,

representing 12.4 percent of Asia’s total, though

Bangladesh stood out for its worsening trend.

Economists in Dhaka attribute the crisis to years of

weak regulation, political interference, and repeated

rescheduling of loans under the previous government,

which masked the true scale of defaults. Analysts say

the central bank has only recently begun applying

stricter classification rules, meaning the reported

volume of bad loans may rise further. They stress that

reforms must go beyond Bangladesh Bank to include

stronger laws, judicial efficiency, and protection from

political pressure.

Regional comparisons underscore Bangladesh’s

isolation. Economists point out that even Nepal and

Pakistan, both with their own fiscal vulnerabilities, now

manage loan portfolios more effectively, while Sri

Lanka—despite its recent debt crisis—maintains

stricter governance in its banking system. India is cited

as the most significant example, having reduced

defaults sharply through systemic reform.

The ADB warned that uneven progress across Asia

leaves fragile systems like Bangladesh’s highly

exposed. A prolonged global slowdown, trade disputes,

or renewed geopolitical shocks could trigger fresh

waves of bad loans, particularly in highly leveraged

corporate sectors. The report urged countries to

strengthen regulatory frameworks, increase market



transparency, and foster regional cooperation to build

resilience against systemic shocks. [The Daily Star]

India accelerates efforts to diversify trade

and investment partnerships amid U.S.

tariffs

(ms/lm) India is intensifying efforts to diversify trade

and investment partnerships after the United States

doubled tariffs on Indian goods to 50 percent in

August, citing New Delhi’s continued imports of

discounted Russian oil. Exporter groups estimate the

measures could affect more than half of India’s USD 87

billion in merchandise exports to the U.S., forcing New

Delhi to fast-track new trade deals to offset losses.

Talks with the European Union (EU) are among the

most advanced. EU Trade Commissioner Maros

Sefcovic and Agriculture Commissioner Christophe

Hansen are in New Delhi this week for the 13th round

of negotiations, with another round scheduled in

Brussels in October. Both sides aim to finalize a free

trade agreement (FTA) by December, with 11 of 23

chapters already concluded. Remaining differences

center on agriculture and dairy access, non-tariff

barriers such as food safety standards and India’s

quality control rules, rules of origin, labor and

environmental obligations, and the EU’s Carbon Border

Adjustment Mechanism (CBAM), due to apply to steel

and aluminum from 2026. Brussels has indicated

flexibility in implementation to ease burdens on

smaller businesses. Alongside the trade talks, a new

EU–India politico-strategic vision will be unveiled on

September 17, covering defense, information security,

and technology cooperation. The EU is India’s largest

goods trading partner, with bilateral trade reaching

USD 135 billion in 2023/24. [Reuters 1] [Reuters 2] [The

Hindu]

In parallel, negotiations with Qatar are advancing.

Trade Minister Piyush Goyal is expected in Doha on

October 6 to finalize the framework of an FTA, with

both sides pledging to double trade to USD 28 billion

(INR 2.3 trillion) within five years. Qatar has announced

USD 10 billion (INR 830 billion) in investments in Indian

infrastructure, energy, and technology. A 20-year

liquefied natural gas supply contract, renewed in 2024,

will begin in 2028, cementing Doha’s role in India’s

energy security. [Reuters 3]

At the same time, India has reaffirmed its intention to

continue importing Russian crude, with officials

stressing that energy policy will remain guided by

national interest. Oil and refined fuels account for
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about one quarter of India’s total imports, making

affordable supplies critical for economic stability.

India’s top refiner confirmed this week that Russian

spot supplies remain steady, typically priced at a

discount of USD 2–3 (INR 166–250) per barrel

compared to Dubai benchmarks. August loadings fell

to about 687,000 barrels per day from 1.34 million in

July, largely due to high domestic inventories and

narrower discounts, but state refiners have already

resumed purchases for October and November.

[Reuters 4]

Moscow has also confirmed ongoing negotiations to

supply additional S-400 missile defense systems,

supplementing a USD 5.5 billion (INR 456 billion)

agreement signed in 2018. Deliveries, delayed in recent

years, are now scheduled for completion by 2027.

Defense trade data underline Russia’s continued role

in India’s procurement: between 2020 and 2024, Russia

accounted for 36 percent of India’s arms imports,

compared to France at 33 percent and Israel at 13

percent, according to the Stockholm International

Peace Research Institute. [Business Standard] [Reuters

5] [Reuters 6]

Sri Lanka resists external rights pressure

at UNHRC, seeks time for domestic

reforms, delays NGO law

(lm) Sri Lanka has entered the September session of

the United Nations Human Rights Council (UNHRC) in

Geneva reiterating its opposition to external

accountability initiatives and seeking international

backing for its domestic reconciliation agenda.

Foreign Minister Vijitha Herath told the Council on

September 8 that Colombo rejects recommendations

in the latest report by the Office of the UN High

Commissioner for Human Rights (OHCHR) and warned

that externally imposed mechanisms such as the Sri

Lanka Accountability Project risk polarizing society and

undermining reforms. He argued that progress in

legislative and institutional change over the past year

shows “genuine commitment” and called for “time and

space” to pursue nationally owned processes. [Daily

Mirror 1]

The Sri Lanka Accountability Project, established by the

OHCHR in 2021, is a special evidence-gathering

mechanism mandated to collect, preserve, and analyze

information on alleged war crimes and human rights

violations committed during Sri Lanka’s civil war and its

aftermath, with the aim of supporting future
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prosecutions. Colombo has consistently rejected the

initiative, seeing it as interference in domestic affairs.

This stance was reinforced days earlier in Colombo,

where Herath briefed diplomats and urged support as

the UK-led core group prepares a new resolution on Sri

Lanka. President Anura Kumara Dissanayake is

expected to further press the government’s case when

he addresses the UN General Assembly in New York on

September 24 before traveling to Japan. [Daily Mirror

2] [Daily Mirror 3]

According to Sri Lanka’s Ministry of Foreign Affairs, 43

countries expressed solidarity with Colombo during

the interactive dialogue at the UNHRC. These included

members of the Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC), China,

India, Russia, and a number of Asian, African, and Latin

American states. Supportive governments praised Sri

Lanka’s cooperation with the UN system, highlighted

legislative reforms, and warned that country-specific

mechanisms undermine the Council’s founding

principles of universality and non-selectivity. [Daily

Mirror 4]

Meanwhile, the government has delayed introducing a

long-discussed law on regulating non-governmental

organizations (NGOs), despite repeated calls for

stronger oversight. Currently, only 1,895 NGOs are

registered with the National NGO Secretariat under the

Public Security Ministry. The draft law would have

made registration mandatory, but the administration

has opted for a softer approach ahead of the UNHRC

session. The Secretariat will now be shifted under the

Ministry of Rural Development, Social Security, and

Community Empowerment by the end of September,

with officials pledging to maintain space for civil

society. Past attempts at tighter regulation have drawn

concern from foreign partners and civic groups, who

see them as potential restrictions on basic freedoms.

[Daily Mirror 5]

Multinational Pacific Angel 2025 exercise

underway in Sri Lanka

(lm) The Pacific Angel 2025 exercise is taking place in

Sri Lanka from September 8 to 12, bringing together

regional defense forces for joint humanitarian

assistance and disaster relief training. The drills involve

300 personnel, including 123 foreign participants, from

the United States Pacific Forces, Royal Australian Air

Force, Japan Air Self-Defense Force, Indian Air Force,

Maldivian National Defence Force, and Bangladesh Air

Force, alongside Sri Lanka’s Air Force, Navy, and Army.

[Daily Mirror]
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Cambodian cashew industry eyes China

diversification as Italy takes first

processed shipment

(ms) Cambodia’s cashew sector is intensifying efforts to

diversify export markets, with industry leaders

targeting direct sales to China while the country also

marked its first processed cashew shipment to Italy

last week.

Cashews are a cornerstone of Cambodia’s economy,

contributing USD 1.07 billion in 2024, or 3.8 percent of

GDP, making the crop one of the country’s most

important exports. With production projected to

surpass 1 million tons by 2028, officials say expanding

both raw and processed exports is vital to securing

long-term growth.

Unofficial data shows that in the first eight months of

2025, Cambodia exported about 941,000 tons of raw

cashews, earning an estimated USD 1.4 billion. Most of

these nuts currently go to Vietnam for processing,

which reduces Cambodia’s share of the final value

chain. The Cashew Nut Association of Cambodia (CAC)

said tapping into China’s processing hubs in Yingkou

and Nanning could boost farmer incomes, stabilize

prices, and reduce reliance on a single transit country.

At the same time, Cambodia has begun making

inroads into Europe. On September 4, the Ministry of

Commerce confirmed the export of 14 tons of

processed cashews to Italy, a first for the country.

Officials and EU representatives hailed the shipment as

a symbol of Cambodia’s growing role in global trade.

[The Star] [Xinhua]

Cambodia calls for unified ASEAN stance

on climate, environmental enforcement

(gm) Cambodia has urged stronger regional

coordination on climate change, biodiversity loss, and

pollution during the 18th ASEAN Ministerial Meeting on

the Environment held in Malaysia on September 3.

[Phnom Penh Post 1]

Citing legal commitments under the Cambodia Climate

Change Strategic Plan, Circular Strategy on Environment,

and NDC 3.0, Cambodia reiterated its support for

ASEAN’s Community Vision 2045 and regional

frameworks such as the ASEAN Action Plan on Marine

Debris.
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The Kingdom highlighted recent domestic measures,

including expanded enforcement of wastewater

regulations, national tree planting campaigns, and

efforts to reduce plastic use under the 4R framework.

Cambodia is also advancing ratification of the BBNJ

Agreement.

Ahead of COP30, Cambodia called for ASEAN to

present a joint position prioritizing access to climate

finance and technology, noting that predictable

resources are essential for implementation of national

commitments.

The meeting adopted a Joint ASEAN Statement ahead

of COP30, with Cambodia urging it to prioritize access

to climate finance and green technology. ASEAN also

agreed to establish regional centers on climate change

(Brunei) and haze pollution control (Indonesia).

[Phnom Penh Post 2]

In side meetings, Cambodia and Japan agreed to sign

an MoU on environmental cooperation, with Japan

expressing investment interest in cassava-based

bioplastics.

Laos and Thailand plan cross-border

railway bridge with China’s support

(ms) Vientiane, September 8, 2025 — Laos, Thailand,

and China have agreed to move forward with

construction of a new railway bridge linking Vientiane

and Nong Khai across the Mekong River, strengthening

regional connectivity.

The trilateral meeting, held on September 5 in

Thailand, brought together officials from transport

ministries and rail authorities of the three countries.

The project will create a second rail crossing about 30

meters from the existing Thai–Lao Friendship Bridge,

connecting Laos’ Vientiane South Station and

Thanaleng Dry Port with Thailand’s Na Tha Station in

Nong Khai.

Vientiane, the capital and largest city of Laos, sits along

the Mekong River and has become a central hub for

the country’s growing trade and transport links. Nong

Khai, directly across the river in northeast Thailand,

serves as a major gateway for commerce between the

two nations and onward to Bangkok.

The bridge, now under detailed design by the State

Railway of Thailand, will feature standard-gauge tracks,

enabling seamless integration with both the Laos–

China Railway and Thailand’s expanding network.
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The next round of negotiations is scheduled for

October 17 in Laos, where officials are expected to

finalize construction details and address broader

issues of regional rail integration. [Department of Rail

Transport, Thailand, in Thai] [Laotian Times]

Malaysia reaffirms commitment to ASEAN

roadmap on Haze-free region

(tl) Malaysia, as ASEAN Chair in 2025, has reiterated its

commitment to the ASEAN Roadmap on a Haze-Free

Region 2023–2030 during the 20th Meeting of the

Committee (COM-20) under the Conference of the

Parties to the Asean Agreement on Transboundary

Haze Pollution (AATHP). The roadmap aims to

eliminate transboundary haze by 2030 through

stronger prevention measures, enhanced early

warning systems, and sustainable management of

natural resources.

Key discussions included strengthening law

enforcement against open burning, satellite-based

monitoring of hotspots, real-time data sharing,

sustainable land-use practices and closer cross-border

policy coordination. The meeting also reviewed the

ASEAN Transboundary Haze Pollution Control Fund,

the Second Asean Haze-Free Roadmap progress, new

Asean Coordinating Centre for Transboundary Haze

Pollution Control and the Asean Investment

Framework for Haze-Free Sustainable Land

Management.

The meeting was also further prepared for the

upcoming 18th ASEAN Ministerial Meeting on the

Environment (AMME-18), where ministers will

deliberate on climate change commitments ahead of

drafting ASEAN Joint Statement on Climate Change to

the 30th Session of the Conference of the Parties

(COP30), nominating the new ASEAN Heritage Park,

and reviewing highlights of the Asean Centre for

Biodiversity’s Governing Board Report. The outcomes

are expected to reinforce ASEAN’s joint efforts toward

sustainability, climate resilience, and a haze-free

future. [Malay Mail]

Malaysia advances efforts for low-risk

country status in EU palm oil regulation

(tl) Malaysia is progressing toward being classified as a

low-risk producer of palm oil, according to Plantations

and Commodities Minister Johari Abdul Ghani. The
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country’s Malaysian Sustainable Palm Oil (MSPO)

certification, mandatory since 2020, underpins this

effort by promoting legal sourcing and deforestation-

free production.

Minister Johari highlighted that the accurate reporting

of production data and the use of a national

traceability system—tracking palm oil from plantations

to refineries—are crucial for compliance with the

European Union’s Deforestation Regulation (EUDR).

While Malaysia currently holds a “standard risk” rating,

authorities aim to elevate it to “low-risk” in the near

future. [Malay Mail]

ASEAN defense intelligence chiefs meet in

Malaysia to boost regional security

(ga) Ten ASEAN defense intelligence agencies met in

Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia, from September 7–8 for the

2nd ASEAN Military Intelligence Community Leaders

Conference (AMICLC 2) and the 22nd ASEAN Military

Intelligence Meeting (AMIM 22), hosted by the

Malaysian Defence Intelligence Organization (MDIO).

The meetings, themed “Sustainable Intelligence

Cooperation for an Inclusive ASEAN,” focused on

enhancing regional intelligence cooperation,

strengthening defence diplomacy, and addressing both

traditional and non-traditional security challenges.

MDIO Director-General Lt. Gen Razali Alias highlighted

the importance of coordinated collaboration to tackle

evolving threats such as maritime instability, grey-zone

operations, transnational terrorism, and technological

disruptions.

AMICLC 2 served as a platform for strategic dialogue

among intelligence leaders, while AMIM 22

coordinated intelligence-sharing, joint threat

assessments, and responses to cross-border security

issues, particularly terrorism, organized crime, and

extremism.

The gatherings also advanced joint training initiatives,

secure communication frameworks, and long-term

partnerships, reaffirming ASEAN’s commitment to a

united, resilient regional security posture. [Bernama 1]

[Bernama 2]

Malaysia hosts 19th ASEAN Ministers’

Meeting on transnational crime

https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-gpkruy-l-idu/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-gpkruy-l-ihl/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-gpkruy-l-ihr/


(tl) On September 9, Malaysian Prime Minister Anwar

Ibrahim inaugurated the 19th ASEAN Ministers’

Meeting on Transnational Crime (AMMTC) in Melaka,

held September 8–12. Senior Officials Meeting on

Transnational Crime (SOMTC) sessions preceded the

ministerial gathering, chaired by Home Minister

Saifuddin Nasution Ismail. The event marked the

conclusion of the ASEAN Plan of Action to Combat

Transnational Crime 2016–2025 and laid the

groundwork for a new 2026–2035 action plan.

Key initiatives include establishing a SOMTC working

group on anti-money laundering, endorsing the ASEAN

Border Management Cooperation Roadmap, and

adopting the Melaka Declaration on Combating

Transnational Crime.

Ministers are expected to approve measures on cross-

border law enforcement, money-laundering

prevention, and using sports programs to counter

extremism. The meeting also supports Timor-Leste’s

accession to ASEAN, with the country finalizing legal

alignment with the ASEAN Convention on Counter-

Terrorism (ACCT) and ASEAN Convention Against

Trafficking in Persons (ACTIP) ahead of full

membership at the 47th ASEAN Summit. [Malay Mail]

Burmese Rohingya NGO files Argentine

case against ethnic armed organization

leaders

(dql) The Burmese Rohingya Organisation UK (BROUK)

has filed a petition with the Federal Court in Buenos

Aires to expand its universal jurisdiction case on what

it calls the Rohingya genocide to include alleged

atrocities by the Arakan Army (AA).

BROUK seeks arrest warrants for AA leaders, including

Commander-in-Chief Major General Twan Mrat Naing

and Deputy Commander-in-Chief Brigadier General

Nyo Twan Awng, citing mass killings, rape, torture,

forced starvation, and other abuses against Rohingya

civilians in Rakhine State, which have intensified in

2025.

The filing draws on UN and INGO reports documenting

large-scale atrocities, including the May 2024 massacre

in Htan Shauk Khan village, and evidence from five

witnesses prepared to testify. BROUK stressed that the

AA, as a non-state actor, bears the same responsibility

as the Myanmar military under international law to

prevent crimes against humanity and genocide. BROUK

framed the AA’s actions as part of the ongoing,
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decades-long campaign of persecution against the

Rohingya. [Mizzima] [Reliefweb]

BROUK first filed a case in 2019, which was formally

opened in 2021, targeting Myanmar military officials. In

February 2025, the Buenos Aires Federal Court issued

arrest warrants for 25 Myanmar officials. [Jurist]

Bangladesh seeks climate cooperation

and trade access with Brazil ahead of

COP30

(mon) Bangladesh has pledged closer cooperation with

Brazil ahead of COP30, with Dhaka signaling interest in

carbon market mechanisms under Article 6 of the Paris

Agreement to finance mangrove conservation in the

Sundarbans. At the same time, Bangladeshi officials

emphasized that carbon trading cannot replace

existing climate finance commitments.

Bilateral trade reached nearly USD 3 billion in 2024.

Dhaka has asked Brasília for expanded garment

market access, the removal of anti-dumping tariffs on

jute, and faster pharmaceutical registration. Four

memoranda of understanding covering agriculture,

defense, health, and sports have been finalized, with

11 more under negotiation in areas including ICT and

disaster management.

Bangladesh also highlighted its domestic reform

agenda under Chief Adviser Muhammad Yunus, and

expressed interest in Brazil’s biofuel and sustainable

farming experience. Recent exchanges include a 2024

visit to Dhaka by Brazil’s foreign minister. [BSS News]

Indian conglomerate partners with

Bhutan’s state utility to develop 570MW

hydropower project

(lm) An agreement has been signed in New Delhi for

the joint development of the 570MW Wangchhu

hydropower project between Adani Power, India’s

largest private-sector power producer, and Bhutan’s

Druk Green Power Corporation (DGPC), the state-

owned utility that oversees the country’s hydropower

sector. The deal was finalized in the presence of

Bhutanese Prime Minister Tshering Tobgay and Adani

Group Chairman Gautam Adani. It included a

concession agreement with the Bhutanese

government and an in-principle understanding on a

power purchase arrangement.
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The project will operate as a peaking run-of-river

scheme under a Build, Own, Operate, and Transfer

(BOOT) model for 30 years. DGPC will hold a 51

percent majority stake, while Adani Power will retain

49 percent. Financing, estimated at INR 60 billion (USD

720 million), will be raised through project loans

without sovereign guarantees. Construction is

expected to begin in the first half of 2026, with

completion targeted within five years.

The Wangchhu project is the first initiative under a

broader partnership signed in May 2025 to jointly

develop up to 5,000MW of hydropower in Bhutan.

According to DGPC, this effort is part of Bhutan’s

strategy to add 15,000MW of hydropower and

5,000MW of solar capacity by 2040 to support its

transition to a high-income economy. [Kuensel]

Brunei and Malaysia universities sign MoU

to strengthen academic collaboration

(ga) Universiti Brunei Darussalam (UBD) and the

International Islamic University Malaysia (IIUM) have

formalized a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) to

strengthen academic collaboration. The agreement

outlines cooperation in student and staff exchanges,

joint research, and academic publications.

The signing was witnessed by Malaysia’s Minister of

Higher Education Zambry Abdul Kadir on behalf of

Malaysian Prime Minister Anwar Ibrahim. [Borneo

Bulletin]

Brunei, UK discuss stronger cooperation

during courtesy call

(ga) Brunei and the United Kingdom reaffirmed their

longstanding bilateral relations during a courtesy call

by Acting British High Commissioner to Brunei Ken

O’Flaherty on Speaker of the Legislative Council Awang

Abdul Rahman.

The meeting, held on September 4, highlighted

cooperation across various levels, with discussions

covering parliamentary exchanges, information

sharing, and people-to-people ties. Both sides also

explored areas of collaboration in addressing global

challenges such as climate change and economic

diversification, with the aim of expanding future

cooperation.
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The session was attended by Brunei’s Clerk to the Privy

Council, Secretary to the Cabinet Ministers’ Council,

and Clerk to the Legislative Council Hajah Huraini.

[Borneo Bulletin]

Over 300 Cambodian migrants detained

crossing into Thailand since June

(ms) Thai authorities have detained more than 300

Cambodian migrant workers for illegal entry since mid-

June, reflecting ongoing economic pressures and the

persistence of cross-border smuggling networks.

On September 8, security forces arrested 50

Cambodians in Kud Hin village, Aranyaprathet District.

The group told officials they had previously worked

legally in Thailand but were forced back to Cambodia

in August amid tighter border restrictions.

All detainees were charged with unlawful entry.

According to Colonel Chainarong Kasi of the

Aranyaprathet Task Force, authorities have conducted

84 operations since June 17, resulting in 329 arrests.

The scope of smuggling extends beyond Cambodian

workers. On September 7, Thai forces detained three

Nigerian nationals and a Cambodian guide at another

crossing in Sa Kaeo. [Khao Sod] [The Nation]

Cambodia, Japan deepen investment

cooperation at 30th Joint Committee

meeting

(gm) Cambodia and Japan reaffirmed their

commitment to expanding investment ties during the

30th Meeting of the Cambodia–Japan Joint Committee,

held August 28 at the Council for the Development of

Cambodia (CDC). The session was co-chaired by

Deputy Prime Minister Sun Chanthol and Japanese

Ambassador Ueno Atsushi. [Khmer Times]

The dialogue focused on investor concerns across

taxation, customs, logistics, labor, energy, and

environmental regulation. Chanthol emphasized

Cambodia’s efforts to improve its investment climate

and called for expanded Japanese engagement.

Ambassador Atsushi welcomed recent reforms and

announced USD 1.8 million in emergency aid to

Cambodia amid the border crisis with Thailand.
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Japan remains a long-term investor in Cambodia,

particularly in manufacturing, logistics, energy, and

finance. Policy analysts have urged further reforms,

including easing visa access and reducing bureaucratic

hurdles, to enhance Cambodia’s competitiveness

relative to Vietnam and Thailand.

Singapore explores establishment of AI

innovation center in Cambodia

(ms) The National University of Singapore (NUS) is

considering setting up an artificial intelligence (AI)

innovation center or an institute for intelligent

functional materials in Cambodia to boost the

country’s innovation ecosystem and global

competitiveness.

The initiative was introduced on September 8 during a

meeting between Deputy Prime Minister and

Education Minister Hang Chuon Naron, representing

Prime Minister Hun Manet, and Professor Konstantin

Novoselov, Nobel Physics laureate and NUS professor.

Novoselov outlined two main goals: to identify

promising Cambodian students for research

collaboration, exchanges, and scholarships with NUS,

and to explore establishing the center to foster

innovation and support Cambodian enterprises.

Chuon Naron welcomed the initiative, highlighting

Cambodia’s ongoing science projects and the

government’s priority on STEM education, particularly

through New Generation Schools. He stressed the

importance of linking theory with practical

opportunities in partnership with global institutions,

aligning with Cambodia’s Vision 2030 and 2050. [Khmer

Times]

South Korea expands health cooperation

with Cambodia

(gm) South Korea, through KOICA, has deepened its

support for Cambodia’s health system, focusing on

access, training, and quality of care. Under the second

phase of the Health Equity and Quality Improvement

Project (H-EQIP 2), over two million Cambodians

accessed services through the Health Equity Fund in

early 2025. KOICA also reported quality gains, with 885

health facilities meeting national performance

standards. [Phnom Penh Post]
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In the northeast, KOICA’s maternal and child health

project raised skilled birth attendance by 80percent

and improved service satisfaction to 97percent. Over

74,000 people participated in related community

outreach.

KOICA also supported training in pediatrics, ENT, and

non-communicable disease care, with Cambodian

doctors receiving instruction both domestically and in

South Korea. New programs have targeted inclusive

healthcare and home-based interventions for people

with disabilities. The agency said it aims to help

Cambodia build a resilient, community-centered health

system through long-term investment in infrastructure

and human resources.

Cambodia, Vietnam commit to deeper

economic cooperation, target USD 20

billion in bilateral trade

(gm) Senate President Hun Sen and Vietnamese Prime

Minister Phạm Minh Chính have pledged to strengthen

Cambodia–Vietnam relations with a focus on trade,

investment, transport and tourism. The commitment

came during Hun Sen’s official visit to Hanoi for

Vietnam’s National Day and the 80th anniversary of the

August Revolution. Both sides agreed to expedite

logistics and infrastructure connectivity to reach their

joint trade target of USD 20 billion. Bilateral trade

reached USD 4.94 billion in the first seven months of

2025, up 7.5 percent year-on-year, according to

Cambodia’s customs department. [Khmer Times]

Prime Minister Chính confirmed plans to co-inaugurate

the new Tân Nam–Meun Chey international border

checkpoint with Prime Minister Hun Manet by year-

end, which is expected to ease cross-border trade

between Prey Veng and Tây Ninh provinces. The

leaders also highlighted Vietnam’s position as the top

source of tourists to Cambodia and discussed boosting

people-to-people ties. Chính reiterated Vietnam’s

support for Cambodia’s regional role and called for

continued cooperation via bilateral and trilateral

mechanisms, including the 13th Border Provinces

Conference and the 2025 Vietnam–Cambodia–Laos

defense ministers’ meeting.

Cambodia, Burkina Faso to expand

cooperation in demining and

development
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(gm) Cambodia and Burkina Faso have agreed to

enhance cooperation in mine action, mineral

development, and multilateral coordination, following

the credential presentation of Ambassador Daouda

Bitie to Senate President and Acting Head of State Hun

Sen on August 28. [Khmer Times]

Diplomatic ties between the two countries date back

15 years. The two sides also acknowledged shared

historical experiences under French colonial rule and

discussed deepening ties across economic, security,

and diplomatic sectors. Ambassador Bitie expressed

interest in Cambodia’s post-conflict development and

demining expertise, calling for structured cooperation

through a future memorandum of understanding.

Both sides pledged to support each other in

international fora and advance practical cooperation

based on mutual development priorities.

China sanctions Japanese opposition

lawmaker over statements on sensitive

issues, shrine visit

(aw) China’s foreign ministry has announced sanctions

against Seki Hei, a member of the opposition Japan

Innovation Party, in response to his “egregiously

nefarious,” statements on sensitive issues—including

Taiwan, Taiwan, the Diaoyu /Senkaku Islands, Xinjiang,

Xizang, and Hong Kong—and his visit to Yasukuni

Shrine, where Japanese World War II military leaders

are commemorated.

Born in Sichuan province, Hei is an ethnic Han Chinese

who studied in Japan, obtained Japanese citizenship in

2007, and subsequently entered politics.

Under the measures, China will freeze any of Seki Hei’s

property within its territory and deny entry visas to

him and his immediate family. [Ministry of Foreign

Affairs, China] [China Daily]

Seki Hei has stated on X (formerly Twitter) that he

holds no property in China and has no remaining

personal ties to the country. [Reuters]

U.S. moves to restrict Chinese drone and

heavy vehicle imports

(dql) A new front in U.S.-China trade tensions is

emerging as the Trump administration plans to
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introduce rules restricting—or potentially barring—

imports of Chinese drones and medium- and heavy-

duty vehicles, citing national security risks. The U.S.

Commerce Department announced the rules could be

issued as early as this month, targeting information

and communications technology integral to drones

and vehicles over 10,000 pounds from China and other

foreign adversaries.

Chinese imports dominate the U.S. commercial drone

market, with over half supplied by DJI, the world’s

largest drone manufacturer. These planned

restrictions follow earlier measures targeting cars and

trucks, including rules finalized under the Biden

administration in January that will effectively bar nearly

all Chinese vehicles from the U.S. by late 2026 due to

concerns over software and hardware security.

The Commerce Department has opened national

security investigations into drone imports and

components since July, and medium- and heavy-duty

vehicles since April, potentially paving the way for

higher tariffs. These actions build on Trump-era

executive orders to strengthen U.S. defenses against

foreign drones and encourage domestic drone

production, as well as Biden-era legislation that could

ban sales of new DJI and Autel drone models in the

U.S. [Reuters]

For a discussion of the challenges facing the U.S. drone

industry—such as China’s rapid advancement in armed

drone exports, which has already undermined U.S.

dominance in regions like the Middle East and

Southeast Asia—see [AInvest].

U.S. proposes annual export approvals for

Samsung and SK Hynix China operations

(dql) The U.S. is reportedly considering requiring South

Korea’s Samsung Electronics and SK Hynix to seek

annual approvals for exporting chipmaking supplies to

their China-based factories. The proposal, presented

by the Commerce Department to South Korean

officials, would replace the current “validated end user”

(VEU) system, which granted indefinite export

authorization based on prior security and monitoring

commitments. The VEU designations are set to expire

at the end of this year.

The proposed “site license” framework introduces

more regulatory steps but ensures continuity of

operations for the South Korean chipmakers.

Discussions are ongoing, with Seoul officials reportedly
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welcoming a framework while expressing concern over

increased bureaucracy.

The measure forms part of broader U.S. export

controls under both the Trump and Biden

administrations aimed at limiting China’s

semiconductor and AI capabilities. Biden previously

granted temporary waivers to Samsung, SK Hynix, and

TSMC to mitigate impacts on allied firms operating in

China. [Reuters]

China retaliates against U.S. with anti-

dumping tariffs on fiber-optic firms

(dql) China imposed on September 3 anti-dumping

tariffs of 33.3 percent to 78.2 percent on American

fiber-optic firms, including OFS Fitel, Corning, and

Draka Communications Americas, effective

immediately and set to remain until April 2028.

The Ministry of Commerce explained that the tariffs

respond to U.S. exporters circumventing previous

duties by reclassifying optical fiber products. This

marks China’s first anti-circumvention investigation,

aimed at protecting domestic industry while remaining

compliant with Chinese law and WTO rules. [Ministry of

Commerce, China, in Chinese] [The Chosun Daily]

The announcement came hours after the U.S. Treasury

sanctioned Guangzhou Tengyue Chemical and two

representatives over alleged fentanyl trafficking.

Despite ongoing trade talks, the fentanyl issue remains

a major point of contention, with U.S. authorities

accusing Chinese firms of supplying opioid precursors.

[Department of the Treasury, USA] [Eurasia Review]

With no comprehensive trade deal yet, the next China-

U.S. trade talks are expected before the November 10

expiration of a 90-day tariff truce, with a potential Xi-

Trump meeting around the APEC summit (October 30–

November 1). China has defended its strict anti-drug

policies and warned the U.S. against politicizing the

issue, while signaling willingness to cooperate on anti-

drug measures if approached with mutual respect, a

stance reaffirmed by Minister Wang Xiaohong in June.

[SCMP]

US State Department employee sentenced

for attempted espionage for China

(dql) U.S. State Department officer Michael Schena, a

42-year-old was sentenced to four years in prison by
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an U.S. court for conspiring to collect and transmit

national defense secrets to individuals he believed

were working for the Chinese government. Schena,

who held a secret security clearance, sold sensitive U.S.

government documents in 2024 and 2025.

U.S. officials highlighted the broader

counterintelligence threat, with the FBI noting China’s

aggressive targeting of U.S. government personnel.

The Chinese embassy in Washington denied

involvement, condemning the U.S. allegations as

“groundless” and asserting adherence to international

law. [Department of Justice, USA] [SCMP]

U.S. investigating Chinese hackers

targeting trade talks

(efg) The United States are investigating a fake email,

disguised as coming from Representative John

Moolenaar, that contained malware linked to Chinese

state-backed hacker group APT41. The email was sent

to U.S. trade groups, law firms and government

agencies aiming to gain insights into trade talks with

Beijing as the malware was designed to give the

hackers broad access if recipients opened the attached

draft legislation. The incident occurred just before the

U.S.-China trade talks this July in Sweden, which led to

a tariff truce extension.

The FBI and U.S. Capitol Police are investigating with

the FBI confirming efforts to pursue those responsible.

The scheme was discovered after Moolenaar's staff

received unusual inquiries. It is unclear if the hacking

attempt was successful and the Chinese embassy has

not made comment on the matter.

Moolenaar, a strong critic of China and chair of

committee on U.S-China strategic competition said the

attack was an example of Chinese cyber-espionage.

[Reuters] [Wall Street Journal]

Sino-Canadian canola dispute prolonged

as China extends anti-dumping

investigation

(dql/aw) China has extended its anti-dumping

investigation into Canadian canola imports by six

months, now scheduled to conclude on March 9, 2026,

citing the complexity of the case. The move comes

amid a year-long trade dispute triggered by Ottawa’s
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tariffs on Chinese electric vehicles. [Ministry of

Commerce, China,

Canadian Agriculture Minister Heath MacDonald

expressed hope that the extension will allow additional

dialogue to resolve tensions.

Canada, the world’s largest canola exporter, shipped

nearly USD 3.63 billion of canola products to China in

2024, roughly 80 percent as seed. Chinese tariffs on

canola seed, oil, and meal threaten a key export

market, and Ottawa is concerned China may pivot to

Australian supplies, which recently began trial

shipments after agreements with Beijing.

In response, Canada announced new measures to

support domestic canola producers, including

subsidies for biofuels production, regulatory

improvements to encourage investment, and

subsidized loans for growers. Saskatchewan province,

producing about half of Canada’s canola, is leading

high-level trade engagement, with Saskatchewan

Premier Scott Moe and Parliamentary Secretary Kody

Blois visiting China to discuss the issue. [Reuters 1]

[CBC]

This comes as tensions rise in the South China Sea

after the Canadian frigate Ville de Quebec and the

Australian guided missile destroyer Brisbane were

sailing through the Taiwan Strait, drawing

condemnation from China. [Reuters 2]

China, Hungary highlight strong bilateral

ties

(dql) Chinese Foreign Minister Wang Yi met with

Hungarian Foreign Minister Peter Szijjarto in Beijing

during the September 3 commemorations of the 80th

anniversary of China’s victory in the war against Japan

in World War II.

Wang described China-Hungary relations as historically

strong, emphasizing that their partnership exemplifies

how China and Europe can enhance trust and expand

cooperation rather than act as rivals. Szijjarto, in

return, called China Hungary’s most important partner

and expressing willingness to deepen bilateral ties.

He also stressed that cooperation with China offers

Europe opportunities, warning that viewing China as a

systemic rival is a strategic misjudgment, and

highlighted Hungary’s commitment to fostering

constructive Europe-China relations. [Ministry of

Foreign Affairs, China] [The Budapest Times]
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The meeting comes as Hungary—an EU and NATO

member state—is increasingly pivoting east to reduce

reliance on Western imports, diversify trade, and

deepen engagement with China and Southeast Asia.

Chinese investment in Hungary now surpasses that of

France and Germany combined, solidifying bilateral

ties that were elevated to a strategic partnership

following Xi Jinping’s state visit in May 2024.

Budapest serves as China’s strategic foothold in

Europe, hosting Chinese-funded infrastructure

projects, including the Belgrade-Budapest railway,

high-tech manufacturing facilities, and battery plants

linked to German EV producers. Hungarian exemptions

from EU sanctions on Russian energy and refusal to

join initiatives like the Clean Network Initiative further

enhance its attractiveness for Chinese industry and

technology, including Huawei’s R&D and AI operations.

Hungary’s Prime Minister Viktor Orban, for his part,

leverages personal ties with Xi, Putin, and Trump to

navigate a complex trilemma in global geopolitics,

balancing China, Russia, and the U.S. While

infrastructure and industrial projects have faced

criticism over transparency, safety, and efficiency, they

demonstrate China’s growing influence in Europe and

Hungary’s role as a key intermediary for Beijing’s

strategic and economic interests.

This eastward shift contrasts with broader Western

efforts to reduce reliance on China, highlighting

Hungary’s unique position within the EU as a gateway

for Chinese investment, technology, and influence,

while underscoring the geopolitical tension between

China and the Western bloc. [The Jamestown

Foundation] [GIS] [New York Post]

Meanwhile, BYD—China’s largest electric vehicle

manufacturer—has announced that it will begin

production at its new Hungary plant by the end of

2025. BYD emphasized that the move signals the

company’s long-term commitment to the European

market, highlighting China’s growing footprint in

Europe’s electric vehicle sector.

The announcement comes after reports that

production could have been delayed until 2026, with

the plant potentially operating below capacity during

its early years, indicating a strategic acceleration in

BYD’s European expansion plans. [Investing.com]

China signals potential reopening of

renminbi bond market to Russian energy

firms
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(aw) China has reportedly indicated a willingness to

reopen its renminbi-denominated bond market to

Russian energy companies, potentially marking the

first significant inflow of Chinese foreign investment

since Russia’s 2022 invasion of Ukraine. The move

underscores deepening economic and financial ties

between Beijing and Moscow, following last week’s

signing of a legally binding agreement to construct the

long-delayed Power of Siberia 2 gas pipeline, a

development that reinforces energy cooperation and

may be interpreted as a signal of defiance to the West

(see AiR No. 35, September/2025, 1).

Previously, Chinese banks were cautious toward

Russian investment due to the risk of U.S. and

European secondary sanctions, but closer government-

level ties appear to have reduced these concerns. This

follows Russia’s 2022 issuance of renminbi-

denominated “Panda bonds” by firms such as

Gazprom.

Indicators of growing Chinese market interest include

Gazprom’s AAA rating from CSCI Pengyuan, a leading

Chinese rating agency, in contrast to Fitch’s CC rating,

which signals a high default risk. To date, neither the

People’s Bank of China nor the China Securities

Regulatory Commission has commented on any plans

for new Panda bond issuances. [Financial Times]

Chinese investment doubles in Brazil, now

third biggest investment destination for

Chinese

(aw) A study from the Brazil-China Business Council

has shown that Brazil has emerged as China’s third

largest investing destination, as USD 4.2 billion has

been invested in traditional sectors such as energy and

auto manufacturing as well as new markets such as

food delivery in 2024. Such a development is more

than double the investment made in 2023 and is

projected to continue as Brazil increasingly looks to

China for investment in the wake of persistent US

tariffs. 34% of that investment was in the energy sector

and 25% of investment was concentrated in the oil

sector, indicating continued growth in these areas with

Chinese investment as a base. [Reuters][CEBC]

Brazilian president Lula announced on May 12 that

Chinese investments would further increase this year

by just under USD 5 billion, as Brazil seeks

infrastructural and technological investment in the

agricultural and manufacturing sectors in addition to

Chinese training. Further cooperative projects involve

the buildout of AI infrastructure in Brazil as well as a
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partnership between telecom agency Telebras with

Chinese satellite service Spacesail to improve coverage

in rural areas. [Agencia Brazil]

Brazil’s wealth of natural resources and emerging

market means that any developments in the region will

be followed closely, with significant ramifications for

South American development. Long considered within

the US sphere of influence, Brazilian agricultural

exports such as soybeans have emerged as a major

competitor to US agribusiness, especially as China

seeks to decouple its supply chain from the US and

provide other countries entry into its domestic market.

[Reuters]

A developing South America would provide China with

a ready market for export products and bolster China’s

raw materials supply chains and provide Brazil with an

investment partner for building out its infrastructure

and domestic technical capabilities.

German foreign minister urges India to

press Russia on peace while backing New

Delhi’s trade talks with EU

(lm) German Foreign Minister Johann Wadephul

concluded a two-day visit to India, where he called on

New Delhi to use its influence with Moscow to push for

renewed peace talks over the war in Ukraine.

Wadephul argued that while Europe and the United

States had failed to draw Russia into negotiations,

India—given its close relationship with Moscow and

recent meeting between Prime Minister Narendra

Modi and President Vladimir Putin at the Shanghai

Cooperation Organisation summit in Tianjin—might be

able to exert unique diplomatic pressure. He

emphasized that “the only demand is that the weapons

fall silent,” noting that Ukrainian President Volodymyr

Zelenskyy has signaled readiness for peace.

[EuroNews, in German]

The appeal reflects Europe’s growing hope that India

could play a balancing role between its longstanding

defense ties with Russia and its wider international

partnerships. India has so far resisted Western calls to

condemn Moscow directly, instead increasing imports

of discounted Russian crude oil since 2022, which now

form a significant share of its energy supplies.

Wadephul’s trip also underscored the deepening

economic dimension of India–Germany ties. He and

Indian Foreign Minister Subrahmanyam Jaishankar

agreed to push for a doubling of bilateral trade, which

currently stands at about EUR 30 billion (USD 32.7
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billion), and to accelerate negotiations on an India–EU

free trade agreement. Talks, valued at EUR 160 billion

(USD 174 billion) in annual trade flows, have stalled

over EU demands for lower tariffs on cars and dairy

products and stricter climate and labor standards,

while India insists on protecting farmers and retaining

legal autonomy. Both sides hope for progress by the

end of the year. [Reuters]

Wadephul also highlighted Germany’s interest in

attracting skilled Indian workers, particularly in

healthcare, and promised streamlined visa procedures

to facilitate labor mobility. [Deutsche Welle, in German]

India-Israel investment pact expands

economic and security cooperation

(lm) India and Israel signed a bilateral investment

agreement in New Delhi on September 8 to boost

trade and investment flows. The accord was signed by

Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman and Israeli

Finance Minister Bezalel Smotrich, who stressed the

need for closer collaboration in cybersecurity, defense,

high-technology, and financial innovation. India’s

Ministry of Finance described the deal as a “historic

milestone,” citing areas such as fintech, infrastructure,

regulation, and digital payments.

Bilateral trade stood at USD 3.9 billion in 2024, while

mutual investments are valued at about USD 800

million. Defence remains the largest area of

cooperation, with New Delhi as Israel’s biggest

weapons buyer. Indian firms have also exported

rockets and explosives to Israel during the Gaza war,

according to prior investigations.

The agreement comes as India moves closer to Israel

at a time of heightened international criticism of its

actions in Gaza. New Delhi condemned Hamas’s

October 2023 attack but has abstained from multiple

United Nations resolutions critical of Israel. At home,

Indian authorities have restricted pro-Palestine

demonstrations while allowing pro-Israel rallies.

Beyond trade, cooperation is expanding in labor and

education. Israel has sought permission to hire up to

100,000 Indian workers in construction, while Indians

constitute the largest group of foreign students in

Israel.

India maintains support for a two-state solution but

has increasingly aligned with Israel diplomatically. It

also declined to condemn Israeli strikes on Iran but

recently joined a Shanghai Cooperation Organisation
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declaration criticizing U.S.–Israeli actions, amid wider

shifts in its foreign policy following steep U.S. tariffs

and a cautious rapprochement with China. [Al Jazeera]

Indonesian President Prabowo visits

China in the wake of domestic unrests

(gp) On September 2, President Prabowo Subianto

departed for Beijing to attend the 2025 China Victory

Day (V-Day) Parade alongside more than 25 other

foreign leaders. Just days earlier, State Secretary

Minister Prasetyo Hadi had announced that Prabowo

would not make the trip amid widespread domestic

unrest as protestors flooded the streets of Jakarta.

However, the turmoil had largely subsided by

September, freeing the president to follow through on

China’s invitation.

During the visit, Chinese President Xi Jinping reaffirmed

Beijing’s support for Prabowo’s government despite

recent upheaval. Both leaders also discussed

strengthening bilateral cooperation to “oppose

unilateral bullying, safeguard regional peace and

stability, and uphold international fairness and justice,”

in a statement widely read as a veiled jab at the U.S.’

role in regional affairs.

Crucially, the talks also centered on major

infrastructure projects. According to Coordinating

Minister for Infrastructure and Regional Development

Agus Harimurti Yudhoyono, Prabowo and Xi agreed to

push forward joint efforts on the Giant Sea Wall project

and the Jakarta–Surabaya high-speed railway.

“One of the issues discussed with President Xi Jinping

was cooperation in building future infrastructure,

including the Giant Sea Wall and the Jakarta-Surabaya

high-speed railway,” Yudhoyono told reporters after a

cabinet meeting at Merdeka Palace on September 4.

He said Prabowo would soon convene a special session

with ministers to discuss financing and technical

details, adding that he would personally oversee the

projects.

The sea wall, projected to cost around USD 80 billion, is

envisioned as a multi-phase public-private partnership

to protect coastal areas — especially Jakarta — from

rising seas and tidal floods driven by climate change.

Indonesia has invited investment from China, South

Korea, Japan, and European partners. Meanwhile, the

Jakarta–Surabaya line would extend the Jakarta–

Bandung high-speed railway, China’s first overseas

project, which began operations in 2023.
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Former President Joko Widodo declined to attend

China’s last V-Day parade in 2015, instead sending a

special envoy. Prabowo’s trip this year therefore marks

a significant gesture, underscoring Jakarta’s openness

to bolstering ties with Beijing at a time when many

Asia-Pacific nations are deepening alignment with

China. [Antara] [Jakarta Globe] [PRC State Council]

[South China Morning Post]

Cambodia, Indonesia step up cooperation

on immigration and consular issues

(ms) Cambodia and Indonesia have pledged closer

cooperation to manage a surge in immigration and

consular cases involving Indonesian nationals, driven

largely by online scam operations.

Cambodia’s deputy immigration chief, Major General

Lour Rabo, met with Indonesian Ambassador Santo

Darmosumarto in Phnom Penh on September 4.

Darmosumarto thanked Cambodian authorities for

their support, including swift deportations, and vowed

to continue reminding Indonesians to comply with

local laws.

The embassy reported handling 3,310 consular cases

in 2024, a figure nearly matched in the first seven

months of 2025 with 3,256 cases, 83 percent linked to

scam-related crimes. Hundreds of Indonesians have

been detained in recent Cambodian crackdowns.

Both sides reaffirmed commitments made at their May

bilateral immigration meeting in Bali, including

stronger cooperation against human trafficking, online

scams, and other transnational crimes. The Indonesian

community in Cambodia is estimated at over 131,000

people. [Antara]

Indonesia-EU trade deal to be signed after

a decade of talks

(ms) Indonesia and the European Union are set to sign

the long-awaited Indonesia–EU Comprehensive

Economic Partnership Agreement (IEU-CEPA) on 23

September, Coordinating Minister for Economic Affairs

Airlangga Hartarto confirmed.

The pact, first launched in 2016 under then-President

Joko Widodo, aims to eliminate tariffs on 98 percent of

tariff lines and 99 percent of total trade value,

significantly boosting market access for Indonesian

exports such as textiles, footwear, and palm oil. For the
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EU, it promises greater entry into Southeast Asia’s

largest economy, particularly in services, investment,

and industrial goods.

Talks took nearly ten years to conclude, hampered by

persistent disagreements. Palm oil was the most

sensitive issue: Indonesia resisted EU sustainability

rules it saw as discriminatory, while Brussels pressed

for tighter environmental and labor standards.

Intellectual property rights, public procurement, and

market access for EU dairy and spirits were other

sticking points. The slow pace of negotiations also

reflected Indonesia’s caution about protecting small

farmers and domestic industries from European

competition.

After multiple pauses and more than a dozen

negotiating rounds, progress accelerated in 2023–24,

with President Prabowo Subianto and European

Commission President Ursula von der Leyen

announcing the deal’s conclusion in Belgium in July

2024.

While the signing is a milestone, the agreement will

only take effect once ratified by Indonesia’s House of

Representatives (DPR) and all 27 EU member states.

Indonesian officials expect ratification by late 2026,

while the EU process could take up to a year. If all goes

smoothly, implementation could begin in early 2027.

The IEU-CEPA is Indonesia’s most ambitious trade pact

with a Western partner, designed to diversify markets

beyond China and ASEAN and strengthen resilience

amid global protectionism. For the EU, it provides

deeper access to a G20 economy of 270 million people

and bolsters Europe’s Indo-Pacific strategy. Analysts

say the deal could lift bilateral trade—currently worth

around USD 30 billion annually—by at least 20 percent

in the first years of implementation, while sending a

signal that Indonesia remains committed to open trade

despite rising global economic uncertainty. [Antara]

[Vietnam+]

Indonesian embassy staff member killed

in Peru

(gp) Zetro Leonardo Purba, who worked at the

Indonesian Embassy in Lima was shot and killed on

September 1. Security camera footage shows Purba,

who was bicycling home at the time of his killing, being

shot three times by an unidentified helmeted man,

who fled the scene on a motorcycle driven by another

individual. Peru’s Interior Minister Carlos Malaver told

lawmakers the attack was classified as a “qualified
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homicide in the form of a contract killing,” given that

nothing was taken from the victim. However, the

motive of the shooting remains unknown.

Indonesian Foreign Minister Sugiono has urged Peru to

conduct a “thorough, transparent, and expeditious

investigation,” and called for stronger protection for

Indonesian nationals in the country. Many believe this

incident to be indicative of Peru’s broader crime

epidemic, with Schialer himself calling the murder “one

more wake-up call”.  [Aljazeera] [Associated Press]

[Jakarta Globe]

Japan, Bahrain launch strategic dialogue

(dql) Japan and Bahrain are set to deepen bilateral ties

as Japanese Foreign Minister Takeshi Iwaya and

Bahraini Foreign Minister Abdullatif bin Rashid Al

Zayani held their first strategic dialogue in Tokyo on

September 9. The talks focused on expanding

cooperation across energy, security, and other

international issues. [Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Japan]

The two ministers confirmed their cooperation

towards realizing the early conclusion of the

negotiations on the Japan–Gulf Cooperation Council

Economic Partnership Agreement, which were

resumed in December.

Iwaya highlighted concerns over the worsening

humanitarian situation in Gaza, stressing that actions

undermining the prospects for a two-state solution

between Israel and Palestine are unacceptable. The

ministers also reaffirmed the importance of resolving

Iran’s nuclear program through diplomatic

negotiations. [Nippon.com] [Arab News]

Japan, Philippines agree to deepen

defense cooperation

(dql) Japanese Defense Minister Gen Nakatani and

Philippine Defense Secretary Gilberto Teodoro agreed

on September to step up bilateral defense cooperation

as both countries confront China’s growing maritime

assertiveness in the East and South China Seas.

Speaking after their talks at the Seoul Defense

Dialogue—an annual security forum hosted by the

South Korean defense ministry—Nakatani stressed

that stronger security ties with Manila are vital to

maintaining stability across the Indo-Pacific. [Ministry

of Defense, Japan]
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The meeting comes shortly after Japan’s parliament

ratified a reciprocal access agreement with the

Philippines, which will soon take effect. The accord

allows for joint training and disaster relief operations

and represents Japan’s third such arrangement,

following those with Australia and the United Kingdom.

Tokyo and Manila have already deepened defense ties:

Japan has delivered air surveillance radar systems to

bolster Philippine monitoring capacity, and discussions

are ongoing over the possible transfer of retired

Japanese destroyers. [Kyodo News] [Manila Standard]

Japan–South Korea defense chiefs agree

on regular visits, high-tech cooperation

(ja/mo) Japanese Defense Minister Gen Nakatani met

South Korean Defense Minister Ahn Gyu-back in Seoul

on September 8, with both sides agreeing to establish

regular mutual visits and strengthen cooperation in

high-tech defense fields. Nakatani’s trip marked the

first visit of a Japanese defense minister to South Korea

in seven year. [Ministry of Defense, Japan]

In a joint statement, the ministers pledged to enhance

communication and increase personnel exchanges

“including mutual visits by the ministers and defense

ministerial meetings.” They also welcomed the

participation of the South Korean military band in the

Japanese Self-Defense Forces Music Festival scheduled

for November—a symbolic step toward rebuilding

trust after the 2018 radar lock-on incident, when Seoul

denied Tokyo’s claim that a South Korean warship

targeted a Japanese patrol plane, straining bilateral

defense ties.

Relations have gradually improved since then. In July

2024, then–South Korean Defense Minister Shin Won-

sik visited Japan—the first such trip by a South Korean

defense chief in 15 years—signaling a thaw in security

relations.

Looking ahead, Nakatani and Ahn agreed to explore

cooperation in advanced science and technology,

including artificial intelligence, unmanned systems, and

space. They also emphasized the need to counter

deepening North Korea–Russia military ties while

reaffirming their commitment to North Korean

denuclearization.

Both ministers further agreed to strengthen bilateral

defense cooperation and trilateral coordination with

the United States. [The Japan Times] [The Korea

Herald]
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The meeting comes as South Korea, Japan, and the

United States are set to launch annual defensive drills

next week to strengthen aerial, naval, and cyber

capabilities against North Korea’s nuclear and missile

threats. The exercises follow recent large-scale troop

mobilization drills by South Korea and the U.S., which

Pyongyang condemned as hostile. [Reuters]

Meanwhile, on September 8, the South Korean

presidential office said it expects to maintain positive

relations with Tokyo following the Japanese prime

minister’s decision to resign after his party’s defeat in

the July House of Councillors election (see article in

edition). While closely monitoring developments, the

office refrained from commenting on Japan’s domestic

politics.

Tensions, however, remain. South Korea has

announced it will not send officials to a memorial

service on September 13 at the former gold mines on

Sado Island, a UNESCO World Cultural Heritage site in

Japan’s Niigata Prefecture. Seoul cited unresolved

differences with Tokyo over how Korean laborers at

the mines are referenced in the Japanese memorial

speech and plans to hold a separate ceremony.

This follows a similar boycott last year, when South

Korea staged its own event in protest of the Japanese-

hosted service. Japanese officials, including Chief

Cabinet Secretary Yoshimasa Hayashi, have declined to

comment on Seoul’s decision. The mines were added

to the UNESCO heritage list in 2024, adding

international visibility to a sensitive historical issue.

Seoul recently announced it would boycott Japan’s

upcoming ceremony marking the Sado mine—linked to

the wartime forced labor of Koreans—citing Tokyo’s

lack of sincerity in honoring victims. Instead, South

Korea plans to hold its own commemorative event.

In a separate development, SK Telecom signed an

agreement in Tokyo on September 5 to expand its AI

agent service ecosystem and strengthen its foothold in

the Japanese AI market. SK Telecom also stated that it

intends to use Japan as a regional hub for its global AI

agent service expansion. [Chosun Daily] [Nippon]

[Yonhap 1] [Yonhap 2]

U.S. President Trump orders

implementation of Japan trade deal

(dql) U.S. President Donald Trump signed on

September 4 an executive order implementing a trade

deal with Japan, imposing 15 percent baseline tariffs
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on most Japanese goods, including automobiles, where

the tariff is toned down from the current 27.5 percent

to 15 percent.

The agreement, reached in July after months of

negotiations (see AiR No. 30, July/2025, 5), requires

Japan to invest USD 550 in strategic investments in the

U.S., targeting sectors such as critical minerals,

semiconductors, and pharmaceuticals, and will

increase imports of U.S. agricultural products,

including rice, corn, and soybeans, totaling USD 8

billion annually.

A U.S.-Japan joint panel, led by Commerce Secretary

Howard Lutnick, will oversee project recommendations

and monitor implementation, with Trump reserving

the right to adjust the directive if Japan fails to meet

commitments. [The White House, USA] [Kyodo News]

Tokyo also agreed to provide expanded market access

in manufacturing, aerospace, agriculture, and

automobiles, including the purchase of 100 Boeing

planes and a 75 percent increase in U.S. rice imports.

[Flight Global]

Trump’s order applies retroactive tariff relief on

Japanese goods from August 7 and prevents additional

country-specific levies. Sector-specific tariffs remain at

15 percent for automobiles, aerospace products,

pharmaceuticals, and natural resources.

While the auto tariff relief addresses pressure on

Japanese manufacturers, Japanese officials noted that

U.S. tariffs continue to harm the economy. The trade

agreement also carries domestic political significance

for Japan. Prime Minister Shigeru Ishiba faces

mounting pressure after the ruling Liberal Democratic

Party’s losses in July’s upper house elections, with

internal criticism over his leadership (see article in this

edition), weak anti-inflation measures, and low youth

voter engagement. Analysts predict a high likelihood of

Ishiba losing a leadership challenge this week,

potentially resigning before the vote as party

discontent grows. [CNBC] [Kahoon International]

Meanwhile, Japanese multinational steel

manufacturing company Nippon Steel— one of the

world’s largest steel producers—has dropped its U.S.

civil lawsuit concerning its acquisition of U.S. Steel,

ending all related disputes with Cleveland-Cliffs, CEO

Lourenco Goncalves, and the United Steelworkers

(USW) union. The USW also withdrew its complaint

alleging U.S. Steel had threatened employees to block

the takeover.
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The takeover, finalized in June, faced strong opposition

from the USW over job security concerns, which

became a political issue during last year’s U.S.

presidential election. Ultimately, Nippon Steel’s

commitment to substantially increase investment in

the United States secured approval from Trump.

Following the resolution, U.S. Steel is now under

Nippon Steel, and previously critical voices, including

Goncalves, have shifted to support the acquisition.

[The Japan Times]

In the latest development, the United States is

expected to formally lower tariff rates on certain

Japanese goods by September 16, Japan’s Economic

Revitalization Minister Ryosei Akazawa announced on

September 9. [Nippon.com]

Japan and Australia vow to enhance

security cooperation at “2+2” talks

(ja) Japan and Australia are further strengthening their

strategic partnership, with both sides pledging to

expand cooperation across defense, security, and

economic domains. On September 5, Japanese

Defense Minister Gen Nakatani and Foreign Minister

Takeshi Iwaya met in Tokyo with Australian Defense

Minister Richard Marles and Foreign Minister Penny

Wong for the 12th iteration of “2+2” talks, where they

agreed to deepen collaboration in areas such as

cybersecurity, defense equipment, and economic

security. The ministers also voiced concern over

China’s growing military assertiveness in the region.

[Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Japan]

Key areas of enhanced cooperation include greater use

of the Reciprocal Access Agreement, building more

resilient supply chains, and advancing capabilities in

emerging fields such as unmanned systems.

The two sides welcomed the recent posting of an

Australian officer to Japan and agreed to strengthen

command coordination by dispatching additional

liaison officers to each other’s joint operations

commands. They also endorsed Australia’s decision to

adopt Japan’s upgraded Mogami-class frigate as the

preferred platform for its future fleet, pledging to

reinforce collective deterrence. Marles described the

vessel as “the best frigate for Australia” and “the most

cost-effective solution.”

In a joint statement, the ministers reaffirmed

opposition to “any unilateral attempts to change the

status quo by force or coercion” in the East and South

China Seas. They highlighted concerns over China’s
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growing activities around the Senkaku Islands, where

Chinese coast guard ships continue to intrude into

Japanese-controlled but Beijing-claimed waters. “We

expressed serious concern at the increase in scale and

frequency of provocative activities by China in Japan's

maritime and air domains,” the statement said.

Both sides stressed the importance of peace and

stability in the Taiwan Strait, calling it “an essential

element of regional and international security and

prosperity,” while condemning China’s increasing

pressure on the self-ruled island.

The ministers also reaffirmed their commitment to

North Korean denuclearization, strongly condemned

Pyongyang’s provocations, and denounced Russia’s

“illegal and immoral” invasion of Ukraine.

Finally, Japan and Australia agreed to assist each other

in evacuating their nationals from third countries

during emergencies. [Kyodo News] [Reuters]

The talks came after Japan’s secured a landmark USD

6.5 billion deal to build upgraded Mogami-class frigates

Australia, marking Tokyo’s most consequential defense

sale since it ended a ban on military exports in 2014

(see AiR No. 31, August/2025, 1).

Laos grants 500 hectares to South Korean

firm for USD 700 million tourism hub

(ms) The Lao government has granted 500 hectares of

land in Phonhong District, Vientiane Province, to South

Korea’s Oriental Pearl Company Limited for the

development of a large-scale tourism project valued at

USD 700 million.

The agreement, signed on September 5, covers three

villages—Phonsombun, Huaython, and Phonngeun

(KM 62)—on land overseen by the Ministry of Public

Security. The project is designed as a modern, full-cycle

tourism hub intended to attract international visitors

and stimulate local economic growth.

Construction will take place in two phases. From 2025

to 2035, the company will build golf courses, hotels,

restaurants, and core infrastructure. The second phase

(2036–2045) will expand public facilities, create new

tourism zones, and enhance visitor experiences.

Plans also include solar energy areas, dairy farms,

forest restoration, wildlife conservation, and waste

management, positioning the hub as a sustainable and

eco-friendly development. [Laotian Times]
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China and Laos discuss expanded

cooperation

(ms) Lao President Thongloun Sisoulith concluded a

four-day visit to China from September 3 to 6, during

which he attended commemorative events and held

talks aimed at expanding cooperation.

On September 3, Thongloun joined over 20 world

leaders at a parade in Beijing marking the 80th

anniversary of the end of World War II. The next day,

he met Chinese President Xi Jinping at the Great Hall of

the People. The two leaders discussed the

implementation of a five-year action plan covering

areas such as transport, agriculture, technology, and

poverty reduction. Agreements included measures to

improve border management on the Laos–China

Railway and cooperation in artificial intelligence,

healthcare, and infrastructure projects.

Thongloun also visited Yunnan Province to observe

local development initiatives. [Laotian Times]

Laos strengthens ties with Russia as

Prime Minister explores BRICS

membership

(ms) Lao Prime Minister Sonexay Siphandone met

Russian President Vladimir Putin on the sidelines of the

10th Eastern Economic Forum (EEF), reaffirming

bilateral ties and signaling Vientiane’s interest in

joining the BRICS group of emerging economies.

Sonexay told the Russia–Laos Business Dialogue that

Laos is “studying the possibility” of BRICS membership.

The bloc, founded by Brazil, Russia, India, and China in

2006, expanded to 11 members in 2024 and advocates

for stronger Global South cooperation and reforms of

global financial institutions such as the UN, IMF, and

World Bank.

In talks with Putin, Sonexay conveyed greetings from

Lao President Thongloun Sisoulith and pledged to

implement agreements from Thongloun’s July visit to

Moscow. He thanked Russia for inviting Laos as a guest

of the forum, which this year focuses on “The Far East:

Cooperation for Peace and Prosperity.”

Putin welcomed the Lao delegation and noted bilateral

trade rose by 60 percent in 2024 and nearly 20 percent

in the first five months of 2025.[Vientiane Times]
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Cuban President concludes state visit to

Laos

(ms) Cuban President and Communist Party leader

Miguel Díaz-Canel Bermúdez has completed a two-day

state visit to Laos from September 6 to 7, reaffirming

decades of close ties between the two socialist nations.

Díaz-Canel was formally welcomed at the Presidential

Palace in Vientiane by Lao President and Party leader

Thongloun Sisoulith. Both leaders praised the “historic

and indestructible” friendship, rooted in solidarity

since the late 1960s when Cuban medical brigades first

supported Laos.

During his visit, Díaz-Canel laid a wreath at the

Monument to the Unknown Soldier and held talks with

Prime Minister Sonexay Siphandone, who thanked

Cuba for long-standing cooperation in education,

healthcare, and sports. The two sides agreed to

expand collaboration into agriculture and new

development areas, while also underlining the

importance of Party-to-Party and State-to-State

relations.

The visit concluded Díaz-Canel’s Asian tour, which also

included Vietnam and China. [The Laotian Times]

Malaysia, China explore ECRL extension to

Thai border

(tl) Prime Minister Anwar Ibrahim said Malaysia is in

early talks with China to extend the East Coast Rail Link

(ECRL) to Rantau Panjang, Kelantan, near the Thai

border. The proposed 20km and 25km extensions,

discussed during Anwar’s recent bilateral meetings

with President Xi Jinping and Premier Li Qiang, is

expected to cost less as it would build on the existing

project.

Anwar noted that Rantau Panjang remains

underdeveloped and hopes a new station could

stimulate economic growth and business opportunities

in the border area. Transport Minister Loke Siew Fook

previously stated that negotiations with China and the

project’s main contractor, China Communications

Construction Co Ltd, are needed as the ECRL is still

under construction.

Separately, Anwar confirmed that Chinese Premier Li

Qiang will represent China at the 47th ASEAN Summit

in Kuala Lumpur this October. [Free Malaysia Today]
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Malaysia, Philippines discuss

strengthening ASEAN cooperation

(tl) Malaysian Prime Minister Anwar Ibrahim and

Philippine President Ferdinand Marcos Jr. held a

telephone conversation focused on enhancing bilateral

ties and regional collaboration under the ASEAN

framework. Key topics included regional security,

economic development, and reinforcing ASEAN unity

amid current geopolitical challenges.

The leaders also addressed the Thailand-Cambodia

conflict, emphasizing joint efforts to maintain peace

and stability in the region. Malaysia, chairing ASEAN in

2025 under the theme of Inclusivity and Sustainability,

is set to host over 300 ASEAN-related meetings,

programs, and summits this year. [Bernama]

Malaysia, South Korea resume plans for

entrepreneurship MoU  

(tl) Malaysia is working to reschedule the signing of a

memorandum of understanding (MoU) on

entrepreneurial development cooperation with South

Korea, which was initially finalized in April 2021 but got

delayed due to the COVID-19 pandemic and political

developments.

The MoU aims to strengthen collaboration on micro,

small, and medium enterprises (MSMEs) and startups,

fostering knowledge sharing, innovation, and access to

global markets. Deputy Entrepreneur Development

and Cooperatives Minister R. Ramanan said the

discussions with South Korea's Ministry of SMEs and

Startups (MSS), and Deputy Startups and Innovation

Minister Jungwook Lim in Jeju focused on reviving

negotiations, potentially through the Malaysia-Korea

Free Trade Agreement (FTA) ratification, or through

special visits or ministerial-level meetings. [Bernama]

Malaysia, Netherlands forge strategic

semiconductor partnership 

(dql) Malaysia and the Netherlands have formalized a

collaboration aimed at boosting their semiconductor

industries, positioning Malaysia as a key global chip

hub and the Netherlands as a leader in advanced

manufacturing and innovation. The agreement was

signed in The Hague by Malaysia’s Investment, Trade

https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-gpkruy-l-ddy/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-gpkruy-l-ddj/


and Industry Minister Tengku Zafrul Abdul Aziz and

Dutch Economic Affairs Minister Vincent Karremans,

building on a 2023 initiative endorsed by both

countries’ prime ministers.

As part of the deal, an annual Malaysia–Netherlands

Semiconductor Dialogue will be established to track

joint initiatives, exchange policy and market insights,

and promote training, research, and technology

transfers.

Tengku Zafrul highlighted that the partnership will

enhance Malaysia’s capabilities in assembly, testing,

and packaging while advancing up the semiconductor

value chain with Dutch technological expertise.

The move aligns with Malaysia’s National

Semiconductor Strategy and reflects a global trend of

diversifying supply chains and strengthening

competitiveness in rapidly evolving high-tech sectors.

[The Star]

Maldives signs deal with Chinese firm to

develop fisheries hub

(lm) The Maldivian government has signed a

Memorandum of Understanding with China Machinery

Engineering Cooperation (CMEC), a state-owned

Chinese construction and engineering company, to

establish a fisheries and maritime logistics hub in Addu

City, the country’s southernmost city and the country’s

second-largest urban area. The agreement was

reached during President Mohamed Muizzu’s official

visit to China, where he attended the Shanghai

Cooperation Organization Summit.

The deal is part of a broader package of cooperation

signed during Muizzu’s visit, which saw the Maldives

and China exchange 11 agreements covering economic

development, renewable energy, infrastructure, and

capacity building. Both governments described the

initiatives as part of their Comprehensive Strategic

Cooperative Partnership, under which China pledged

continued support for Maldives’ development

priorities.

The project aligns with efforts by the state-owned

Maldives Industrial Fisheries Company (MIFCO) to

begin direct fish exports from Addu within weeks, with

additional plans to expand value-added fish exports

from the south later this year. [The Sun]
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China, Mongolia reaffirm strategic

partnership and cooperation across

multiple sectors

(fs) Mongolian President Ukhnaa Khurelsukh met with

member of the Standing Committee of the Political

Bureau of the CPC Central Committee and Vice

Premier of China Ding Xuexiang on the sidelines of the

Shanghai Cooperation Organization Summit on

September 2.

The leaders discussed expanding bilateral trade and

economic cooperation, as well as collaboration in

energy, infrastructure, culture, education, and science,

and Ding underscored China’s commitment to

advancing bilateral and trilateral projects. [Chinese

Government]

Looking ahead to the UN Convention to Combat

Desertification COP17, which will be held in Mongolia

in 2026, the two sides agreed to cooperate on

integrated rangeland and water management, mining

rehabilitation, green infrastructure, and ecosystem

balance. [iToim]

Mongolia, Russia agree to strengthen

strategic cooperation at Far Eastern

Economic Forum

(fs) Mongolian Prime Minister Gombojav Zandanshatar

is attending the 10th Far Eastern Economic Forum in

Vladivostok, where he met with Russian President

Vladimir Putin to discuss deepening bilateral

cooperation.

Zandanshatar expressed gratitude for Russia’s support

of the Power of Siberia-2 natural gas pipeline through

Mongolian territory and highlighted discussions with

Gazprom’s Chairman Alexey Miller on the project’s

strategic importance (see article in this edition).

Both leaders agreed that collaboration in political,

cultural, educational, and humanitarian fields is

progressing well, and they underscored the need to

accelerate joint projects in energy, transport, and

infrastructure sectors. [Bloomberg TV]

The Far Eastern Economic Forum is a major platform

that aims to develop the economy of the Far East and

expand international cooperation in the Asia-Pacific

region. It takes place annually in Vladivostok, Russia.
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Mongolia, Kazakhstan deepen

parliamentary cooperation

(fs) A delegation of the State Great Khural (parliament)

of Mongolia, led by Chairman Dashzegve

Amarbayasgalan, paid an official visit to Kazakhstan,

where it held meetings with leaders of both chambers

of the Kazakh Parliament. The visit focused on

strengthening interparliamentary ties and enhancing

cooperation across a wide range of sectors.

Amarbayasgalan met with Speaker of the Majilis, the

lower chamber of Parliament, Erlan Koshanov. The two

leaders signed a memorandum of cooperation

committing their parliaments to support joint

initiatives in political, economic, scientific, cultural, and

humanitarian fields, as well as digitalization and

innovation. A separate agreement was signed

establishing twin-city relations between East

Kazakhstan region and Khovd Province of Mongolia.

[Qazinform]

The Mongolian delegation also met with Chairperson

of the Kazakh Senate Maulen Ashimbaev. Discussions

addressed trade, economic projects, scientific and

educational cooperation, as well as regional

connectivity, including transport and air route

expansion. [Montsame]

Mongolia, South Korea reaffirm strategic

partnership and deepen bilateral

cooperation

(fs) Mongolian President Ukhnaa Khurelsukh and

South Korean President Lee Jae Myung held a

telephone conversation on September 4, their first

since Myung assumed office in June, to discuss

strengthening the countries’ strategic partnership.

Myung proposed mutually beneficial cooperation

between Mongolia, rich in natural resources, and

South Korea, with advanced technologies. The leaders

discussed accelerating ongoing projects, advancing the

Mongolia-Korea Economic Partnership Agreement, and

exploring collaboration in emerging sectors such as

rare metals and information technology. [Montsame 1]

Both sides highlighted the importance of people-to-

people exchanges, including recognition of Mongolian

migrant workers in South Korea, and agreed to

consider visa-free travel for Mongolian citizens,

mirroring South Korea’s temporary exemption for its

nationals visiting Mongolia. [The Korea Times]
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On a separate development, Ulaanbaatar and

Jeollanam-do Province of South Korea have signed a

Memorandum of Understanding to strengthen

cooperation across trade, agriculture, animal

husbandry, forestry, education, culture, and tourism.

The agreement was signed by Deputy Governor of

Ulaanbaatar Amartuvshin Amgalanbayar and Governor

of Jeollanam-do Kim Yung-rok, and is based on

principles of mutual benefit and equality. [Montsame

2]

Mongolia, Uzbekistan explore joint

uranium projects and geological

cooperation

(fs) Senior representatives from Uzbekistan’s Overseas

Geology Company and the Institute of Uranium and

Rare Metals Geology at Navoiyuran JSC held

discussions with Mongolia’s Mon-Atom and Adamas

Mining on strengthening cooperation in the geological

sector.

The talks focused on potential collaboration in

uranium extraction at deposits operated by Adamas

Mining in Mongolia, alongside conducting geological

surveys in nearby areas.

Both sides agreed to exchange existing geological data

and documentation, conduct joint evaluations, and

draw relevant conclusions to guide future projects. The

meeting was described as an important step toward

reinforcing mutually beneficial cooperation in geology

and resource development.

The discussions took place against the backdrop of

rapidly growing trade ties. Between 2019 and 2024,

bilateral trade turnover expanded more than tenfold,

rising from USD 1.9 million to USD 20.4 million. [Trend

News Agency]

Mongolia, Australia elevate ties to

strategic partnership

(fs) Australia’s Governor-General Samantha Mostyn—

the federal representative of Australia’s monarch King

Charles III—and President of Mongolia Khurelsukh

Ukhnaa held an official meeting on September 5,

during which both countries agreed to elevate their

relationship to a comprehensive partnership.
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During the visit, the leaders reviewed achievements in

bilateral cooperation and outlined future priorities.

They highlighted shared challenges in livestock

management, climate change, desertification, land

degradation, and food security, emphasizing the need

for joint solutions.

Mostyn underscored that the partnership contributes

to economic development, employment generation,

and empowerment of women, noting both countries

face similar environmental challenges due to extreme

and unique climates.

The visit also focused on expanding educational

collaboration, including gradually increasing

scholarship quotas, and facilitating short- and

medium-term training programs with Australian

volunteer teachers. [Bloomberg TV] [Montsame]

Myanmar’s NUG urges China to withdraw

support for junta, planned election

(dql) The National Unity Government (NUG) of

Myanmar has called on China to withdraw support for

the junta and its planned December–January election.

In an official letter, NUG Foreign Minister Daw Zin Mar

Aung urged Beijing to stop recognizing junta leader

Min Aung Hlaing as “acting president” and to reject his

request for Chinese election monitors.

The NUG warned that China’s decision to host Min

Aung Hlaing during Shanghai Cooperation

Organization Summit and Beijing’s military parade last

week risks sparking public backlash in Myanmar and

damaging bilateral ties.

The letter, further, highlighted the junta’s devastating

impact on Myanmar’s economy, the disruption of key

China-Myanmar Economic Corridor (CMEC) projects,

and the flourishing of online scam operations

defrauding Chinese citizens. It framed Beijing’s support

as undermining peace and stability while calling on

China to play a constructive role in restoring

development.

The appeal comes as Beijing pressures ethnic armed

groups along the border to halt offensives against the

junta and refrain from cooperating with the NUG. [The

Irrawaddy] [Mizzima]

China and Nepal armies launches joint

drill in Kathmandu
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(lm) The Nepali Army and China’s People’s Liberation

Army have begun the fourth edition of their joint

military exercise, Sagarmatha Friendship-2025, in

Kathmandu. Running from September 7 to 16, the drill

focuses on counter-terrorism, disaster management,

and United Nations peacekeeping operations.

The exercise, first launched in 2017 and held

alternately in Nepal and China, is aimed at

strengthening interoperability and building trust

between the two forces. This year’s program includes

field exercises, knowledge exchange sessions, practical

demonstrations, and joint competitions. [The

Kathmandu Post]

U.S. delivers new aircraft to strengthen

Nepali army’s disaster response

(lm) The United States has delivered two new M28

Skytrucks to the Nepali Army under a USD 37 million

Foreign Military Financing grant, bringing its fleet to

five. One of the aircraft is configured as an air

ambulance. The US Embassy in Kathmandu said the

delivery underscores long-standing security

cooperation, with two Bell helicopters also expected

soon.

At the handover ceremony in Kathmandu, attended by

Nepal’s foreign and defense ministers as well as the US

ambassador, officials highlighted the aircraft’s role in

disaster relief, medical evacuation, and humanitarian

operations. The planes, produced by Lockheed

Martin’s Polish subsidiary PZL Mielec, are designed for

short takeoff and landing, making them suitable for

Nepal’s mountainous terrain. [The Kathmandu Post]

President Putin pushes ahead with Tumen

River bridge as Russia-North Korea ties

deepen

(mo) At the Far East Economic Forum in Vladivostok,

Russian President Vladimir Putin announced plans to

expand infrastructure in the country’s Far East,

including a new vehicle bridge over the Tumen River

connecting to North Korea, set to open next year.

He emphasized developing transport hubs and

modernizing border crossings to maximize the bridge’s

utility line to Khasan to support tourism and

strengthen border facilities.

https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-gpkruy-l-dhu/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-gpkruy-l-dhu/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-gpkruy-l-dkl/


The bridge project coincides with the resumption of

direct flights between Moscow and Pyongyang in July,

underscoring Russia’s broader push to deepen

connectivity and economic ties with North Korea.

[North Korean News]

Secret US Navy SEAL mission in North

Korea revealed, civilians killed in 2019

raid

(mo/ms) Details of a previously classified US Navy SEAL

mission inside North Korea have come to light,

revealing that an operation in 2019 approved by then-

President Donald Trump ended with the deaths of

unarmed North Korean civilians, according to a New

York Times investigation.

The mission, carried out by SEAL Team 6, aimed to

plant an electronic device capable of intercepting Kim

Jong-un’s communications at the height of nuclear

talks between Washington and Pyongyang. The plan

required Trump’s direct authorization and was

considered so risky that any failure could have

jeopardized negotiations or triggered military

escalation with a nuclear-armed state.

According to the report, the operation unraveled when

the commandos encountered a small North Korean

boat. Believing they had been detected, the SEALs

opened fire, killing several civilians — reportedly

fishermen — before retreating without completing

their mission. Officials said the bodies were disposed

of at sea to avoid discovery.

The Trump administration did not inform

congressional intelligence committees about the

mission before or after it took place, raising questions

about potential violations of legal oversight

requirements. Both the White House and the Pentagon

declined to comment, while Trump told reporters last

week he had “no knowledge” of the operation.

Military sources interviewed by the Times said they

chose to disclose the episode because failed special

operations missions are often concealed, leaving only

successful cases such as the 2011 killing of Osama bin

Laden in the public record.

It remains unclear whether North Korea ever learned

the details of the incident. Pyongyang did not

acknowledge civilian deaths at the time, and no official

response has been issued since the revelations.

[AlJazeera] [CNN] [The New York Times]

https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-gpkruy-l-dkr/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-gpkruy-l-dky/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-gpkruy-l-dkj/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-gpkruy-l-dkt/


China, North Korea sideline

‘denuclearization’ in back-to-back

summits, raising global concerns

(mo/ms/dql) At their September 4 summit in Beijing,

Chinese President Xi Jinping and North Korean leader

Kim Jong-un pledged deeper coordination—but official

readouts from both sides notably omitted any

reference to “denuclearization of the Korean

Peninsula.” On the Korean Peninsula issue, Xi merely

committed to further deepening “coordination with the

DPRK and make utmost efforts to preserve peace and

stability on the Korean Peninsula.” [Ministry of Foreign

Affairs, China] [KCNA]

The omission mirrors language from Kim’s meeting a

day earlier with Russia’s Vladimir Putin during China’s

V-Day parade, suggesting a coordinated shift away

from a term that featured prominently in Xi–Kim

communiqués during the 2018–2019 diplomacy wave.

Analysts in Seoul and Beijing say the silence amounts

to tacit acceptance of Pyongyang’s expanding nuclear

arsenal, or at minimum Beijing’s decision not to

publicly press the issue. South Korean media

highlighted that earlier Chinese readouts routinely

cited denuclearization, while the latest did not.

The shift aligns with North Korea’s formal posture

since 2022, when Kim declared the country’s nuclear-

weapons status “irreversible” and ruled out talks

premised on giving up the arsenal. Pyongyang

subsequently codified nuclear force-building as a

permanent state policy.

Compounding concerns, the broader international

architecture that once constrained North Korea is

fraying. In May 2022, China and Russia vetoed a U.S.-

led UN Security Council resolution to strengthen

sanctions, the first open split on DPRK sanctions since

2006. In March 2024, Russia also blocked renewal of

the UN Panel of Experts that monitors sanctions

enforcement—moves that undercut oversight and

complicate Seoul’s denuclearization strategy.

Beijing, for its part, is signaling tighter strategic ties

with Pyongyang. Following last week’s summit—their

first in six years—Xi sent Kim a message marking the

DPRK’s 77th founding anniversary, calling for

“intensified strategic communication” and “close

cooperation,” language that again avoided

denuclearization.

https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-gpkruy-l-dki/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-gpkruy-l-dki/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-gpkruy-l-dkd/


Seoul’s response has been cautious. South Korea’s

foreign ministry downplayed the wording change,

stressing that China has repeatedly affirmed its “basic

stance” on the peninsula and that denuclearization

remains a shared international objective. Still, experts

warn that the evolving China–DPRK–Russia alignment,

and the softening of public pressure from Beijing, risk

normalizing North Korea’s nuclear status and

narrowing pathways back to talks. [CNN] [Reuters] [The

Chosun Daily]

Beijing presses for security assurances as

China and Pakistan launch CPEC 2.0 with

USD 4.2 billion deals

(lm) During Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif’s visit to

Beijing, China and Pakistan formally launched the

second phase of the China–Pakistan Economic

Corridor (CPEC), signing agreements worth USD 4.2

billion while Chinese President Xi Jinping urged

Pakistan to improve security for Chinese nationals

working in the country.

CPEC, inaugurated in 2015 as part of Beijing’s Belt and

Road Initiative (BRI), has already drawn an estimated

USD 33 billion in Chinese investment for roads, energy

projects, and the development of Gwadar Port in

Balochistan province. Under “CPEC 2.0,” both sides

agreed to expand cooperation beyond transport and

power generation into agriculture, mining, information

technology, and industrial development. Long-delayed

projects — including the Main Line-1 railway upgrade,

Karakoram Highway realignment, and full

operationalization of Gwadar Port — were prioritized

for early implementation.

The visit saw the signing of 21 memorandums of

understanding and joint ventures between Pakistani

and Chinese companies, covering agriculture, industry,

health, mining, trade, and digital technology. Both

sides stressed the importance of faster approvals and

stronger protections for Chinese personnel working in

Pakistan, following past attacks on CPEC projects. At

the same time, Chinese partners expressed confidence

in Pakistan’s reform program under the International

Monetary Fund, which has improved reserves and

credit ratings. [Arab News 1] [Arab News 2]

Sharif also announced that Pakistan would issue Panda

Bonds — yuan-denominated instruments sold in

China’s capital market — to attract financing from

Chinese investors and ease pressure on Pakistan’s

foreign exchange reserves. [Arab News 3]
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In parallel, Pakistan’s Maritime Affairs Minister Junaid

Anwar Chaudhry and Chinese logistics firms discussed

plans for a China–Gwadar–Africa logistics corridor.

Gwadar, a deep-sea port in Pakistan’s Balochistan

province, was presented as a future hub for bonded

warehouses, cold-chain facilities, and bulk cargo,

potentially connecting Chinese trade routes with

African markets. [Arab News 4]

While welcoming these commitments, Xi emphasized

that Pakistan must take “effective measures” to ensure

the safety of Chinese personnel and institutions.

Militants and separatist groups have repeatedly

targeted Chinese engineers and projects, particularly in

Balochistan and Khyber Pakhtunkhwa provinces.

Notable incidents include the 2021 Dasu bus bombing,

which killed nine Chinese nationals, a March 2024

suicide attack on a dam project convoy that killed five

Chinese engineers, and a late-2024 bombing near

Karachi airport that killed two more.

Pakistan has deployed tens of thousands of security

personnel to protect Chinese nationals, but Beijing has

pressed for greater protections and even sought

permission to deploy its own security staff, a request

Islamabad has resisted. Analysts note that while no

major attacks have occurred since the Karachi

bombing, security concerns continue to stall CPEC

projects and remain a key point of tension in bilateral

relations. [Reuters]

US expands engagement with Pakistan

through minerals, investment push, and

aviation review

(lm) Pakistan and the United States have broadened

their economic and regulatory cooperation, with new

agreements on critical minerals, expanded investment

outreach, and an aviation safety audit aimed at

restoring direct flights to the US.

On September 8, US Strategic Metals (USSM), a US-

based company specializing in the production and

recycling of critical minerals for defense and clean

energy supply chains, signed a deal with the

construction and engineering arm of the Pakistan

Army, to export antimony, copper, gold, tungsten, and

rare earth elements. The agreement includes plans for

a USSM poly-metallic refinery in Pakistan, with an initial

investment of about USD 500 million. Prime Minister

Shehbaz Sharif said the partnership would anchor

Pakistan’s entry into global supply chains for defense,

aerospace, and clean energy industries. US Chargé

d’Affaires Natalie Baker called the deal a step toward
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strengthening US–Pakistan ties in critical minerals, part

of Washington’s effort to diversify supply chains

beyond China. [Arab News 1]

Baker also urged US firms to expand investment in

Pakistan’s minerals, ICT, energy, and agriculture

sectors, citing the country’s 250 million population—64

percent of whom are under 30—and Goldman Sachs’

projection of a USD 3.3 trillion economy by 2050. She

noted Pakistan’s improving business climate under its

USD 7 billion International Monetary Fund program,

which has stabilized finances, rebuilt reserves, and

triggered a Fitch credit rating upgrade in 2025. The

United States remains one of Pakistan’s largest

investors, with USD 227.7 million in net FDI in 2024 and

bilateral trade valued at USD 7.2 billion. [Arab News 2]

At the same time, the US Federal Aviation

Administration (FAA) has begun auditing Pakistan’s Civil

Aviation Authority (PCAA) to assess regulatory

compliance and operational standards. The review

follows a five-year ban on direct flights to the US after

a 2020 Pakistan International Airlines crash in Karachi

exposed irregularities in pilot licensing. A follow-up

mission later this year will evaluate security systems at

airports, airspace protocols, and cargo handling. While

the process may take months, Pakistani officials expect

resumption of direct flights to improve global aviation

credibility and benefit the country’s estimated 700,000

expatriates in the US. [Arab News 3]

Germany weighs appeal from Afghans

deported from Pakistan

(lm) German Chancellor Friedrich Merz said his

government is reviewing an urgent plea from more

than 200 Afghans deported from Pakistan to Taliban-

controlled Afghanistan in mid-August. The group,

which includes rights activists, artists, judges, and their

families, wrote to German authorities warning they

face threats of detention, torture, or death if left

unprotected.

These Afghans are among around 2,400 people who

fled Afghanistan for Pakistan in recent years after

Berlin promised refuge under a scheme launched in

2021 for those who had worked with German forces or

were deemed at particular risk. Many waited in

Islamabad for years expecting visas, but the process

was halted after Merz’s coalition took office in May and

moved to tighten immigration policy.

Germany has already admitted 47 Afghans who won

legal action, but the fate of the deported group
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remains uncertain. Merz pledged that legally binding

commitments made by earlier governments would be

honored, though each case will undergo security

checks. He acknowledged Germany’s legal obligations

and confirmed that the appeal of the 200 Afghans is

under consideration. [Arab News]

Air forces of Pakistan and Turkiye agree

to deepen joint training and exercises

(lm) Senior commanders of the Pakistan Air Force and

the Turkish Air Force have agreed to expand

cooperation in joint training, mutual exercises, and

multi-domain operations. The agreement followed

talks in Islamabad between Air Chief Marshal Zaheer

Ahmed Baber Sidhi and Turkish Air Force Commander

Ziya Cemal Kadıoğlu, who led a delegation to Pakistan’s

Air Headquarters.

The meeting reflects a broader deepening of ties

between Islamabad and Ankara, which have

emphasized stronger trade, defense, and economic

cooperation. In July, Turkish foreign and defense

ministers visited Pakistan for high-level consultations,

described by both sides as evidence of their strategic

partnership. [Arab News]

Pakistan and Qatar hold second round of

higher military cooperation talks

(lm) Pakistan and Qatar have held the second round of

their Higher Military Cooperation Committee (HMCC)

dialogue in Doha, a platform for structured defense

and security engagement. Pakistan’s Chairman Joint

Chiefs of Staff Committee, General Sahir Shamshad

Mirza, met with Qatar’s Deputy Prime Minister and

Defense Minister Sheikh Saoud bin Abdulrahman Al

Thani and Armed Forces Chief of Staff Lt. Gen. Jassim

Mohammad Ahmed Al-Mannal.

Both sides discussed regional security developments

and reaffirmed their commitment to peace and

stability. The talks emphasized historic ties and

explored future cooperation in defense training, joint

exercises, and strategic coordination under the HMCC

framework. The meeting continues a pattern of high-

level exchanges between the two states, following

earlier engagements in 2023 between senior military

leaders to address evolving regional dynamics. [Arab

News]
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Pakistan honors UAE naval chief as

defense partnership broadens to joint

training and air exercises

(lm) Pakistan on September 8 conferred its highest

military honor, the Nishan-e-Imtiaz (Military), on United

Arab Emirates (UAE) naval commander Major General

Humaid Abdulla Alremeithi during his visit to

Islamabad and Rawalpindi.

Alremeithi, who trained at Pakistan’s Naval Academy in

Karachi, held talks with Zardari, Joint Chiefs of Staff

Committee Chairman General Sahir Shamshad Mirza,

and Air Chief Marshal Zaheer Ahmed Baber Sidhu.

Discussions covered the regional security environment,

naval cooperation, and expanded military-to-military

ties. Pakistan assured continued support for UAE Navy

training and manpower needs, while the UAE conveyed

interest in fresh joint exercises with the Pakistan Air

Force (PAF). [Arab News]

Kazakh deputy prime minister visits

Pakistan for trade and investment talks

(my) Kazakhstan’s Deputy Prime Minister and Foreign

Minister Murat Nurtleu concluded a two-day visit to

Pakistan on September 9, accompanied by a 13-

member delegation that included Transport Minister

Nurlan Sauranbayev. The trip, positioned as

preparation for Kazakh President Kassym-Jomart

Tokayev’s scheduled state visit in November 2025,

focused on trade, investment, agriculture, education,

culture, tourism, and regional connectivity.

Nurtleu met with President Asif Ali Zardari, Prime

Minister Shehbaz Sharif, and Deputy Prime Minister

and Finance Minister Ishaq Dar. Joint Working Group

meetings on agriculture and information technology

were also convened. Both sides described the visit as

an opportunity to finalize agendas for the presidential

trip and to expand bilateral cooperation across priority

sectors.

The engagement was framed within Pakistan’s “Vision

Central Asia” policy, under which Islamabad seeks to

position itself as a transit hub for landlocked Central

Asian states by expanding port access through Gwadar

and Karachi, strengthening energy links, and advancing

regional logistics corridors. Earlier this year, officials

from both countries advanced discussions on joint

ventures at Pakistan’s ports and completed feasibility
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studies for a rail link connecting Central Asia to

Pakistani maritime outlets.

Kazakhstan remains an important Central Asian

market for Pakistan, though Islamabad’s exports to the

country declined by over 47 percent in the 2025 fiscal

year. Agricultural trade continues, with mango exports

among the few resilient flows. Pakistani officials

underscored that stronger economic ties with Central

Asia are a priority as the country works to consolidate

economic recovery after narrowly avoiding sovereign

default in 2023. [Arab News] [DAWN] [AZERTAG]

Chinese warships shadow Philippines and

allies during South China Sea naval drills

(ghd) Two Chinese warships were observed by the

Philippine Navy near Bajo de Masinloc during a

multilateral maritime exercise with naval forces from

the US, Australia, and Canada. The exercises, which

took place from September 2-3, included various drills

to improve coordination among the participating

navies.

According to a navy spokesperson, the Chinese

warships were about 40 nautical miles southeast of the

Panatag Shoal. These ships were observed following

the international task group but were not participating

in any joint patrols. [Manila Bulletin1]

In a standoff at Ayungin Shoal in the South China Sea

on September 5, two Philippine Coast Guard (PCG)

ships were outnumbered by 24 Chinese vessels. PCG

ships routinely escort civilian resupply boats on

rotation and resupply (RORE) missions. However, a

spokesperson for the Armed Forces of the Philippines

declined to confirm whether the PCG ships were

conducting a RORE mission.

On July 2024, Manila and Beijing provisionally agreed

to ensure unhampered RORE missions. This deal was

reached in the aftermath of an encounter between the

two navies, where a Philippine Navy member lost a

finger after a Philippine vessel was rammed by a

Chinese vessel. However, recent incidents have made

the status of this agreement unclear. [Manila Bulletin2]

As of September 8, the number of Chinese vessels

around Ayungin Shoal has decreased from 24 to nine

due to bad weather. [Manila Bulletin3]

Philippines, Cambodia to sign 3 pacts
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(ghd) During his state visit to Cambodia from

September 7-9, President Marcos and Cambodian

Prime Minister Hun Manet signed three agreements on

fighting transnational crimes, enhancing higher

education cooperation, and expanding air travel

between the two countries. The signing took place on

September 8 in Phnom Penh, where the two leaders

held a joint press conference. This visit aims to boost

trade and economic relations, strengthen cooperation

against transnational crimes, and gain Cambodia’s

support for the Philippines’ ASEAN chairmanship in

2026. Bilateral discussions also addressed issues

affecting Filipinos in Cambodia, such as scam hubs,

undocumented workers, and surrogacy. Marcos also

met with business leaders to promote Philippine

products, and with members of the Filipino community

to promise stronger protection for their welfare.

[Manila Bulletin1] [Philippine Daily Inquirer]

During his meeting with the Filipino community,

Marcos announced the opening of a Migrant Workers

Office (MWO) in Phnom Penh. The MWO will work with

the Philippine Embassy to promote the welfare and

rights of Filipinos in Cambodia. There are about 7,500

Filipinos in Cambodia, most of whom work as

professionals in the education and service sectors.

[Manila Bulletin2]

Philippines, Thailand strengthen defense

cooperation

(ghd) As a result of the fifth Joint Committee on Military

Cooperation (JCMC) meeting held in Mandaluyong City

on September 4, the Philippines and Thailand

strengthened their defense cooperation. During the

meeting, the parties reaffirmed their commitment to

their 1997 Memorandum of Understanding on Military

Cooperation. They also agreed to explore future

opportunities for sharing equipment and technology,

such as joint ventures and technology exchanges. The

parties also exchanged views on regional security,

reaffirmed their commitment to a rules-based

international order, and agreed to continue regular

dialogues, intelligence sharing, and training

opportunities. Lastly, Thailand expressed its support

for the Philippines’ ASEAN chairmanship in 2026.

The next JCMC meeting will be held in Thailand. [Manila

Bulletin]
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Philippines postpones planned F-16

purchase from US due to budget

constraints

(ms) The Philippines has put on hold its planned

acquisition of F-16 fighter jets from the United States,

citing funding limitations despite Washington’s earlier

approval of the multibillion-dollar sale.

Manila’s ambassador to Washington, Jose Manuel

Romualdez, told reporters on September 9 that the

purchase, valued at about USD 5.6 billion, remains

stalled as the government weighs competing priorities

in its military modernization drive. “Right now, I think

it’s on hold, mainly because … the funding is the key

element of this whole purchase,” Romualdez said.

The deal, approved earlier this year by the U.S. State

Department, was seen as a potential game-changer for

the Philippine Air Force amid escalating tensions in the

South China Sea. But Defense Secretary Gilberto

Teodoro has emphasized that the Armed Forces of the

Philippines (AFP) faces other urgent requirements

before taking on such a costly program.

Budget debates in Congress will determine how much

of the AFP’s modernization funds can be allocated to

major purchases. “We’ll see how it goes in the coming

budget deliberations … but like I said, it’s really the

funding that is the choke point,” Romualdez noted.

Instead, Manila is moving ahead with a smaller

acquisition. In June, it signed a USD 703 million deal for

12 FA-50 light combat aircraft from South Korea,

bolstering its air fleet at lower cost.

While the Philippines continues to prioritize

strengthening naval and air defenses in response to

maritime disputes with China, officials admit that fiscal

realities limit how fast the modernization program can

advance. [Reuters] [South China Morning Post]

US to aid Philippines combat illegal fishing

According to US Principal Deputy Assistant Secretary of

State for East Asian & Pacific Affairs Jonathan Fritz, the

US is set to provide aid to the Philippines to help

combat illegal fishing in the South China Sea, mostly

conducted by Chinese individuals.

As such, US foreign aid will be redirected to focus on

this issue, as well as on developing a resilient energy

sector and improving the Philippine business

environment.

https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-gpkruy-l-hry/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-gpkruy-l-hrj/


Under this strategy, Filipino fishermen would be tasked

with monitoring and reporting illegal fishing, coral reef

destruction, marine pollution, and other types of

intrusions on Philippine waters. According to Fritz,

“they’re obviously the ones on the brunt of illegal

fishing, whether it’s from China or other fishing nations

that are illegally fishing in Philippine waters”. This

program would focus primarily on areas near the

South China Sea. According to Fritz, this program is

part of a new, redirected foreign assistance policy and

the Philippines, as a close US partner, will be among

the first aid recipients. [Manila Bulletin]

India and Singapore seal agreements on

green shipping and advanced sectors

(nl) Prime Ministers Lawrence Wong and Narendra

Modi met in New Delhi on September 4 and launched

a new road map for the Comprehensive Strategic

Partnership between Singapore and India, coinciding

with the 60th anniversary of diplomatic relations. They

witnessed the signing of five agreements covering

cross-border digital asset innovation, civil aviation

training, skills development in advanced sectors, space

cooperation, and a green and digital shipping corridor

to support near-zero emission fuels. Wong was in India

for his first official visit as Singapore’s head of

government, accompanied by senior ministers and

officials.

The two leaders also inaugurated Phase 2 of PSA

Mumbai, a container terminal run by Singapore’s PSA

International (formerly Port of Singapore Authority),

which will become India’s largest single facility once

completed. Modi emphasized that cooperation now

spans emerging areas such as advanced

manufacturing, nuclear and water management, while

Wong noted India’s growing global economic weight

and Singapore’s long-standing role as an investor.

Bilateral trade has expanded from USD 20 billion in

2005 to USD 52.2 billion in 2023, and both sides agreed

to review the Comprehensive Economic Cooperation

Agreement to further strengthen flows.

Beyond economics, the partnership will expand into

sustainability, digitalization, healthcare, defense and

cultural exchange. Wong and Modi also exchanged

views on regional and global developments,

highlighting multilateralism and a rules-based order.

Wong met President Droupadi Murmu and senior

ministers during his visit, while both sides pointed to

the frequent high-level exchanges over the past year

as a sign of deepening ties. [The Straits Times] [Indian

Express]
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Strengthening economic ties as China and

Singapore mark key milestones

(nl) Singapore Deputy Prime Minister Gan Kim Yong

concluded a five-day visit to China with high-level

meetings in Beijing on September 4, where Vice-

President Han Zheng, Vice-Premier He Lifeng and

Commerce Minister Wang Wentao reaffirmed

commitments to deepen cooperation in trade, finance

and innovation. Both sides highlighted landmark joint

projects in Suzhou, Tianjin and Chongqing, and set the

stage for the next Joint Council for Bilateral

Cooperation in Chongqing in 2025. Gan underscored

Singapore’s confidence in China’s long-term growth,

while Chinese leaders pointed to the partnership’s

forward-looking and resilient nature.

The visit began in Shenzhen and Guangzhou, where

Gan met local leaders and Chinese tech firms to

discuss opportunities in digital trade, green industries,

biotech and healthcare. Singapore and Shenzhen

positioned themselves as complementary gateways -

to Southeast Asia and the Greater Bay Area

respectively - with investment flows reflecting

momentum: Shenzhen companies invested USD 640

million in Singapore in the first half of 2025, while

Singapore firms channeled USD 270 million into

Shenzhen. Beyond economics, people-to-people

exchanges were emphasized, with Singapore now

Shenzhen’s largest source of foreign visitors. [The

Straits Times 1]

In Beijing, Gan also attended the Victory Day parade on

September 3 to mark the 80th anniversary of Japan’s

surrender in World War II, joining more than 20 world

leaders at Tiananmen Square. He said the occasion

was a reminder of past sacrifices and the importance

of working with partners to safeguard peace. The

following day’s talks reinforced the economic weight of

bilateral ties, with merchandise trade reaching SGD

170.2 billion (USD 132 billion) and services trade SGD

64.9 billion (USD 50.4 billion) in 2024. Looking ahead,

Singapore and China agreed to expand collaboration

into green finance, capital market connectivity,

digitalization and sustainability as they prepare to

mark 35 years of diplomatic relations in 2025. [The

Straits Times 2] [The State Council of the People's

Republic of China] [The Straits Times 3]

Malaysia and Singapore SAREX showcases

joint search and rescue capabilities
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(nl) Singapore and Malaysia wrapped up the seventh

edition of their bilateral Search and Rescue Exercise

(SAREX) MALSING from September 3 to 5 at

Sembawang Air Base. The three-day exercise involved

helicopters, aircrew, ground teams, and medical

personnel from both countries carrying out simulated

medical evacuations, including day and night search

and rescue operations. Scenarios included locating and

rescuing survivors from a mock maritime mishap off

Singapore’s southern coast and performing winching

operations to evacuate individuals adrift in the water.

The drill aimed to sharpen mission planning,

coordination, and operational execution in realistic

conditions.

The opening ceremony was co-officiated by

Singapore’s Chief of Staff, Air Staff, Brigadier-General

Ho Kum Luen, and Deputy Chief of the Royal Malaysian

Air Force (RMAF), Lieutenant-General Dato’ Nur Hafis

bin Abdul Karim, who both stressed the value of

mutual trust, shared history, and professional links

between their forces. The exercise also reaffirmed

their commitment to regional security, highlighting the

role of cooperation in safeguarding both national and

ASEAN interests. Over the years, SAREX MALSING has

become a platform for strengthening not only

operational skills but also personal relationships

across the air forces. Beyond the exercise itself, the

RSAF and RMAF regularly engage through bilateral

visits, professional exchanges, and multilateral drills

under the Five Power Defence Arrangements,

reinforcing long-standing defense ties. [Ministry of

Defence, Singapore]

Singapore and Kazakhstan formalize

framework for cross-border criminal

investigations

(nl) Singapore and Kazakhstan formalized a treaty on

mutual legal assistance in criminal matters during the

30th Annual Conference of the International

Association of Prosecutors in Singapore. Signed by

Singapore’s Minister for Law Edwin Tong and

Kazakhstan’s Prosecutor General Berik Assylov, the

agreement provides a framework for both countries to

request and provide legal support in criminal

investigations, including obtaining evidence, executing

searches, and restraining assets linked to crime. It

marks Singapore’s first such treaty with a Central Asian

state and reflects growing bilateral cooperation in

economic, security, and legal fields.

The treaty was signed alongside bilateral discussions

addressing emerging criminal threats, including
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cybercrime and illicit asset flows, highlighting the

importance of cross-border legal cooperation.

Kazakhstan emphasized Singapore’s role as a major

financial hub, while both sides exchanged best

practices and explored further collaboration between

their prosecutorial authorities to strengthen

investigation and enforcement efforts. [Ministry of

Law, Singapore][Kazinform International News Agency]

Uzbekistan eyes role as key supplier for

South Korea’s high-tech, green industries

(mo) Uzbekistan seeks to become a key partner for

South Korea working together in critical minerals,

semiconductors, green energy and pharmaceuticals,

said Uzbek Minister of Investment, Industry and Trade

in an interview. Rich in core minerals such as tungsten

and molybdenum—used in semiconductors and

secondary batteries—Uzbekistan has become an

attractive partner for South Korea’s high-tech

industries.

The minister said Uzbekistan is developing Central

Asia’s first semiconductor cluster in Tashkent to bring

in South Korean expertise and create a regional tech

hub, while also launching joint initiatives in green

hydrogen, ammonia and a chemical technology center

with Korean support. [The Korea Herald]

South Korean firms seal 14 deals in

Vietnam

(mo) South Korean companies signed 14 export

contracts and MOUs in Vietnam during a two-day

economic cooperation event in Hanoi, the Korea

Trade-Investment Promotion Agency (KOTRA)

announced. The agreements, involving 166 companies

from both nations, include deals such as a 36,000 USD

health drinks contract and a USD 50,000 seasoned

seaweed export.

The push comes after last month’s summit in Seoul,

where the leaders of South Korea and Vietnam

pledged to raise bilateral trade to USD 150 billion by

2030.

Vietnam is currently South Korea’s third-largest trading

partner and hosts around 10,000 Korean firms, with

trade volume reaching 86.7 billion USD in 2024. [The

Korea Times]
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US immigration raid at Hyundai–LG

battery plant in Georgia rattles South

Korean investors

(mo) A US immigration raid at a Hyundai Motor Co.–LG

Energy Solution Ltd. joint battery venture in Georgia

has triggered shock in Seoul and raised questions

about the future of major South Korean investments in

the United States.

US officials detained 475 workers, including more than

300 South Korean nationals, alleging they were

working illegally. Among those held were 47 LG Energy

employees and around 250 contractor staff, many on

short-term visas. The facility, touted as one of

Georgia’s largest foreign investment projects, had been

expected to employ 1,200 people.

The raid has sent ripples through corporate Korea. LG

Energy said it is postponing the launch of its EV battery

plant with Hyundai, while Hyundai banned US business

trips by staff and Samsung Electronics issued new

guidelines for employees traveling under ESTA visas.

South Korean media called the incident a “shock,”

warning it could dampen business confidence.

The South Korean government expressed “regret” and

urged Washington to respect the rights of its citizens.

Foreign Minister Cho Tae-yul is traveling to the US to

negotiate the return of the detained workers, with

Seoul pushing for voluntary departures rather than

deportations. A chartered flight deal is reportedly in

the works.

The operation, part of a wider US crackdown on

undocumented labor, came less than two weeks after

a South Korea–US summit where leaders pledged

closer trade ties, including USD 150 billion in Korean

investments and a USD 350 billion US support fund.

The White House defended the raid, saying firms must

hire legally and also invest in training American

workers.

The raid coincides with new US export restrictions

affecting Samsung and SK Hynix’s China operations,

compounding concerns in Seoul that Washington’s

policies may undermine South Korea’s expansion in

key US markets despite its investment pledges.

Just weeks after President Lee Jae Myung pledged

massive investments, Washington revoked the Biden-

era open-ended permits that had allowed Samsung

and SK Hynix to ship chipmaking supplies to China. A

new US proposal would let them continue but only

under a system requiring annual approval for specific

quantities of restricted parts and materials, adding



bureaucracy but keeping their Chinese factories

operational.

The twin setbacks risk undermining South Korean

firms’ expansion and profitability in the US, despite the

government’s recent commitments to deepen

economic ties. [BBC] [Bloomberg]

South Korea to install Israeli active

protection system on tanks

(mo) As Israel deepens its defense partnerships, South

Korea has signed its first agreement to equip K2 battle

tanks with Rafael’s Trophy active protection system.

The deal, concluded between Israel’s defense

contractor, Rafael Advanced Defense Systems, and

Hyundai Rotem—part of Hyundai Motor Group—,

marks a significant step in South Korea’s efforts to

modernize its armored forces.

This is the first time an active protection system will be

installed on South Korean tanks, at an estimated cost

of USD 300,000 per unit. Beyond battlefield upgrades,

the agreement positions South Korea to collaborate

with Israel in countering emerging hypersonic missile

threats from Iran and North Korea, highlighting the

strategic dimension of this defense partnership.

[Rafael company], [The Jerusalem Post], [Global

Economic]

South Korean, Latin American envoys

explore cooperation in critical minerals

(mo) The South Korean Ministry of Trade, Industry and

Energy hosted a meeting in Seoul on September 3 with

ambassadors and trade ministers from 18 Latin

American countries to deepen economic cooperation

and strengthen supply chain partnerships in critical

minerals. [The Ministry of Trade, Industry and Energy,

South Korea]

South Korea is seeking to broaden its export markets

and reduce its reliance on a small number of trading

partners. Officials emphasized that diversifying supply

chains has become increasingly important amid

growing geopolitical competition and the rise of

protectionist trade policies.

South Korea already maintains free trade agreements

with seven Latin American nations, including Chile,

Peru, and Colombia. The region, with its vast reserves
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of lithium, nickel, copper, and graphite, has been

described as a “treasure house” of critical minerals.

Given South Korea’s competitive strengths in electric

vehicles, batteries, and semiconductors, Vice Minister

Yeo noted that closer supply chain cooperation would

bring significant benefits to both sides. [The Korea

Times] [Yonhap Español]

U.S. trade team to visit Sri Lanka for tariff

talks

(lm) A delegation from the Office of the United States

Trade Representative will visit Sri Lanka in mid-

September to help authorities finalize modalities for

implementing reciprocal tariffs. The U.S. imposed 20

percent duties on Sri Lankan exports under tariff

measures introduced during Donald Trump’s

presidency, aligning Sri Lanka’s rate with Bangladesh,

Vietnam, Malaysia, Indonesia, Thailand, and Pakistan.

India faces a higher 50 percent tariff due to its

continued oil imports from Russia.

According to trade data, U.S.–Sri Lanka goods trade

totaled USD 3.4 billion in 2024, with Sri Lanka

exporting USD 3.0 billion and importing USD 366.7

million, leaving Washington with a USD 2.6 billion trade

deficit. To narrow the gap, Sri Lanka has agreed to

increase U.S. imports, including potential purchases of

WTI crude oil. The Ceylon Petroleum Corporation has

already tested samples and, pending Cabinet approval,

may import WTI depending on price competitiveness.

At present, Sri Lanka relies mainly on Murban crude.

The visit is expected to review technical aspects of

tariff enforcement and clarify areas of agreement

behind the reduction of U.S. tariffs on Sri Lankan

exports from the originally proposed 44 percent to 20

percent. [Daily Mirror]

Sri Lanka seeks stronger port cooperation

with Saudi Arabia

Sri Lanka’s Transport, Highways, Ports, and Civil

Aviation Minister Bimal Rathnayake met with Suliman

bin Khalid Al-Mazroua, head of the Saudi Ports

Authority (MAWANI), during the 2nd Sustainable

Maritime Industry Conference in Jeddah. The talks

centered on boosting cooperation between Sri Lankan

and Saudi ports, with an emphasis on strengthening
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maritime connectivity along shipping routes linking

South Asia and the Middle East. [Daily Mirror]

Taiwan urges China to stop illegal drilling

in its waters 

(acl) On September 3, Taiwan’s Presidential Office

urged China to halt illegal marine drilling operations in

Taiwan’s waters, following a report from a U.S. think

tank indicating that Chinese oil rigs and vessels have

been operating within Taiwan’s exclusive economic

zone (EEZ).

The Jamestown Foundation report, published

September 2, stated that China had installed seven rig

structures, three floating production storage and

offloading vessels, and two semi-submersible oil

platforms within Taiwan’s claimed EEZ near Pratas

Island. These structures, controlled by the state-owned

China National Offshore Oil Corp, have been in place

since at least May 2020.

Although Pratas Island is administered by Taiwan,

China claims it as part of its broader South China Sea

territory under the “Nine-dash line.” The report argued

that the drilling platforms are being used to advance

territorial claims and conduct gray zone operations

aimed at pressuring Taiwan under the guise of

commercial activity. It also warned that the structures

could facilitate coercion, blockades, bombardments, or

even invasion scenarios against Taiwan. [The

Jamestown Foundation] [Taiwan News]

The Presidential Office said Taiwan’s defense and

security agencies are closely monitoring the situation

and assessing China’s activities to determine

appropriate responses.

It added that China’s installation of drilling platforms in

recent years, including in the waters of South Korea,

Japan, and other South China Sea areas, violates the

United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea

(UNCLOS) and other international norms. [Focus

Taiwan] [The Guardian]

Taiwanese, Japanese ruling party

lawmakers explore undersea cable

security cooperation

(yl) Lawmakers from Taiwan’s Democratic Progressive

Party (DPP) and Japan’s ruling Liberal Democratic Party
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(LDP) held talks in Taipei on September 3, focusing on

cooperation over undersea cable security. They

discussed cable maintenance, the potential

establishment of an information-sharing mechanism,

and raising the issue in annual maritime affairs

dialogues, which have so far centered on fisheries and

conservation.

Discussions during the meeting, first launched in 2021,

also covered broader cooperation on coast guard

operations, disaster prevention, and security.

The talks came just after reports of multiple undersea

cable disruptions affecting Taiwan (see article in this

edition), with officials not ruling out possible

intentional damage. [Focus Taiwan] [Taipei Times]

Taiwan opposition party lawmakers visit

Japan to discuss CPTPP bid, trade, and

security Cooperation

(yl) A 27-member delegation from Taiwan’s main

opposition party, the Kuomintang (KMT), led by caucus

whip Fu Kun-chi, visited Japan’s Diet for meetings with

members of the Japan-ROC Diet Members’

Consultative Council, including chairman Keiji Furuya.

Described as the largest Taiwan-Japan parliamentary

delegation to date, the visit focused on Taiwan’s bid to

join the Comprehensive and Progressive Agreement

for Trans-Pacific Partnership (CPTPP), as well as trade

and economic cooperation, disaster prevention, and

supply chain resilience. Fu emphasized the importance

of closer collaboration in light of U.S. tariff tensions

and shifting semiconductor policies.

KMT legislator Lee Yen-hsiu noted that the party aims

to institutionalize legislative exchanges to strengthen

cooperation on security issues and foster deeper

people-to-people ties between Taiwan and Japan.

[Focus Taiwan] [Taipei Times]

U.S. senators introduce Taiwan Energy

Security and Anti-Embargo Act of 2025

(yl) Two U.S. senators, Pete Ricketts (R-NE) and Chris

Coons (D-DE), introduced the Taiwan Energy Security

and Anti-Embargo Act of 2025 to enhance Taiwan’s

energy resilience. The bill calls for expanded U.S. LNG

exports to Taiwan, cooperation with Taipei on energy
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infrastructure protection, and the creation of a U.S.-

Taiwan Energy Security Center.

The U.S. is Taiwan’s third-largest LNG supplier after

Australia and Qatar, providing roughly 10 percent of

the island’s imports. The legislation also promotes

Taiwan’s continued use of nuclear energy and the

adoption of small modular reactors with U.S.

assistance.

Ricketts stressed that strengthening Taiwan’s energy

resilience aligns with both U.S. and Taiwan national

security interests, while Coons warned that Beijing

could leverage fuel imports as part of a gray-zone

strategy to exert influence without direct

confrontation. [Taipei Times] [Focus Taiwan]

Meanwhile, U.S. think tank Foundation for Defense of

Democracies (FDD) released a report warning that

Taiwan’s reliance on Qatari liquefied natural gas (LNG)

leaves the island vulnerable to Chinese pressure.

The report followed a two-day tabletop exercise in July

simulating Chinese attacks on Taiwan’s energy sector.

The exercise examined a cyber-enabled economic

warfare scenario in which China could leverage

economic, diplomatic, and intelligence tools, backed by

military pressure, to disrupt Taiwan’s energy imports.

LNG accounts for nearly half of Taiwan’s electricity

generation, with both LNG and coal entirely imported.

About 30 percent of LNG comes from Qatar, which the

report identifies as vulnerable to Chinese influence.

Such dependence could undermine societal resilience

and the economy.

The report also notes potential global repercussions:

Taiwan might face forced trade-offs between supplying

electricity to households and hospitals or powering its

semiconductor industry, a critical driver of the

economy and diplomatic leverage.

To mitigate these risks, the FDD recommends

immediate diversification of energy sources, expanding

contracts with the U.S., increasing LNG storage, and

developing renewable and nuclear capacity. It also

suggests that Japan and Australia could provide LNG

support in a crisis. [Foundation for Defense of

Democracies][Focus Taiwan]

Taiwan to boost spending in Latin

America, Caribbean to strengthen

diplomatic ties 
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(acl) On September 7, Taiwan’s Ministry of Foreign

Affairs (MOFA) submitted a budget proposal to the

Legislative Yuan, Taiwan’s parliament, that would

allocate an extra USD 32.9 million for countries in Latin

America in fiscal year 2026. The increased budget aims

to strengthen diplomatic ties and expand cooperation

in the region.

The Ministry’s Department of Latin American and

Caribbean Affairs aims to spend a total of USD 174.2

million in the region. The funding will support bilateral

and multilateral exchanges, with seven of Taiwan’s 12

diplomatic allies located in the region: Belize,

Guatemala, Haiti, Paraguay, Saint Kitts and Nevis, Saint

Lucia, and Saint Vincent and the Grenadines.

If approved, the budget will finance infrastructure

development and professional training programs in

allied countries. It will also support cooperative

projects with non-allies and cover the costs of official

visits, with MOFA expecting to receive 330 visitors from

Latin America next year in efforts to counter China’s

ongoing attempts to poach Taiwan’s allies.

Part of the funding will also go toward the Diplomatic

Allies Prosperity Project, launched in May 2024 by

Foreign Minister Lin Chia-Lung. The initiative integrates

resources across government ministries to export

Taiwanese expertise in sectors such as

semiconductors, renewable energy, smart medicine,

and healthcare. The project aims to support allies’

economic and industrial development and deepen

diplomatic ties.

To further counter China’s influence in the region, the

MOFA has allocated USD 1.7 million to organize

activities in Latin America and the Caribbean with local

governments, think tanks, universities, NGOs and

media to enhance Taiwan's international presence.

Taiwan has lost ten diplomatic allies to China since

May 2016, when former President Tsai Ing-Wen took

office. Five of them were Latin American countries.

[Taiwan News] [Focus Taiwan]

Cambodia seizes on Thailand’s political

transition to recast border tensions as

chance for reconciliation

(lm) Cambodia has used Thailand’s recent change in

leadership to signal its interest in repairing strained

relations, even as clashes along the frontier remain

unresolved. In a congratulatory letter to newly

appointed Thai Prime Minister Anutin Charnvirakul,
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Cambodian Prime Minister Hun Manet praised his

leadership and voiced hope for renewed cooperation,

mutual trust, and turning the contested border into an

area of peace and development. [Bangkok Post 1]

Those incidents have been severe. In April, Thai

authorities reported that Cambodian troops crossed

into Ubon Ratchathani’s Chong Bok area, digging

trenches, constructing a base, and building a concrete

road in violation of a 2000 memorandum of

understanding. In July, Thai soldiers lost limbs to

landmines reportedly planted by Cambodian forces,

prompting Bangkok to shut border crossings. Rocket

fire from Cambodian territory soon followed, killing

civilians on the Thai side.

Amid these tensions, preparatory discussions for the

General Border Committee (GBC) were held on

September 8 in Koh Kong province, Cambodia. The

meeting was co-chaired by Lieutenant General

Nuttapong Praokaew of Thailand’s Border Affairs

Department and Major General Nhem Boraden of the

Cambodian armed forces. The agenda covered

landmine clearance, prevention of cross-border

incursions, and joint action against online scams. The

talks were held ahead of the ministerial-level GBC

session scheduled for September 10, with Cambodian

Defence Minister General Tea Seiha expected to

attend.

On the Thai side, uncertainty persists over who will

lead the delegation, as Anutin’s new cabinet has not

yet been sworn in. Anutin, leader of the Bhumjaithai

Party, took office in late August after the Constitutional

Court removed his predecessor Paetongtarn

Shinawatra of the Pheu Thai Party. His minority

administration is bound by an agreement to dissolve

parliament within four months and initiate

constitutional reform. As of September 9, no official

readout from the September 8 preparatory meeting

had been released. [Bangkok Post 2]

While Anutin has pledged to seek peaceful solutions

while defending sovereignty, the Thai military remains

wary. Lieutenant General Boonsin Padklang,

commander of Army Region 2 — the northeastern

command responsible for Thailand’s frontier with

Cambodia and Laos — warned that clashes are likely to

persist if Phnom Penh pursues a military-first

approach. He cited Cambodia’s decision to take the

dispute to the International Court of Justice as

evidence of hardened positioning, described the

ceasefire as fragile amid reports of newly planted

landmines, and voiced support for permanent fencing

along the border. [Bangkok Post 3]
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Malaysia and Thailand agree on joint

dredging at border

(msz) Thailand and Malaysia have agreed to launch a

joint dredging operation at their shared border to

address sediment accumulation at the mouth of the

Golok River, which separates Thailand’s Narathiwat

province from Malaysia’s Kelantan state. The river is a

key border waterway for transport, agriculture, and

local communities.

The decision, reached at the 41st meeting of the Thai-

Malaysian Joint Technical Working Group, follows two

monsoon seasons in which heavy sediment buildup

disrupted water flow and increased flood risks. The

initiative is conducted under a 1997 bilateral

memorandum of understanding that obliges both

countries to maintain navigability and mitigate flood

risks along this strategic border area. [Bangkok Post]

Vietnamese President meets world

leaders at Beijing Ceremony marking

victory over vascism

(hn) Vietnamese State President Lương Cường left Hà

Nội for China to attend the 80th anniversary of the

global victory over fascism and carry out official

activities from September 2 - 4. [Vietnamnews1]

Notably, in Beijing, Vietnamese State President Cường

met with leaders from Cambodia, Cuba, the

Democratic People’s Republic of Korea, Indonesia,

Malaysia, Timor Leste, Mongolia, Kazakhstan,

Azerbaijan, Tajikistan, the Republic of Congo, and

Zimbabwe during events marking the 80th anniversary

of the world people's victory over fascism.

[Vietnamnews2]

Vietnam and Russia hold 8th defense

dialogue in Hanoi

(ab) Vietnam and Russia convened their 8th Defense

Strategy Dialogue in Hanoi on September 3, led by

Deputy Defense Minister Hoang Xuan Chien and

Russian Deputy Defense Minister Alexander Fomin.

The meeting reviewed regional and global security

issues and discussed ways to strengthen defense

cooperation. Both sides agreed to expand exchanges
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of delegations, military training, and collaboration

among defense services, academies, and research

institutions. They also noted the role of the Vietnam–

Russia Tropical Science and Technology Research

Centre as a long-standing joint project. [Vietnamplus]

The talks reflect Vietnam’s practice of balancing ties

with traditional partners whilst pursuing greater

strategic autonomy. While Russia remains a key

defense partner, Hanoi has also sought to diversify its

security relationships and invest in developing its own

defense industry to reduce overreliance on any single

supplier.

Vietnam, Italy launch telecoms and space

design hub

(ab) Vietnam and Italy have established a new telecoms

and space design center under a Memoriam of

Understanding signed at the Vietnam–Italy Business

Forum.

The center, led by Italy’s Temix Group and hosted by

the Posts and Telecommunications Institute of

Technology (PTIT), will focus on satellite

communications, aerospace, and advanced

telecommunications research. PTIT will provide

facilities and coordinate local researchers with Temix

experts.

According to PTIT, the hub aligns with Vietnam’s

broader science and technology development plans, as

well as advance bilateral relations with Italy. It is

expected to support research collaboration, training

opportunities, and technology transfer in the

telecommunications and space sectors. [Vietnam

Investment Review]

The agreement was part of a larger trip to Southeast

Asia by an Italian delegation, as Vietnam seeks greater

ties with EU member states to offset diplomatic issues

with the current US administration.

Vietnam reiterates support of Palestine

(ab/hn) Vietnam has reaffirmed its support for a two-

state solution to the Israel-Palestine conflict, stressing

the importance of international law and UN

resolutions. At a meeting in Hanoi with Palestine

Liberation Organization Secretary General Azzam Al-

Ahmad, senior official Phan Dinh Trac also raised
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concerns about the humanitarian situation in Gaza and

called for progress toward a ceasefire.

Before that, in May, Vietnam reaffirmed support for

the Palestinian people’s struggle for national rights and

the two-state solution, backing an independent

Palestinian state within the pre-1967 borders, with East

Jerusalem as its capital, living peacefully alongside

Israel in accordance with international law.

The talks highlighted Vietnam’s broader foreign policy

approach, in which they claim to emphasize

sovereignty, peaceful resolution of disputes, and

multilateral cooperation. Both sides agreed to

strengthen ties through exchanges, coordination at

international forums, and closer links between political

and social organizations. [Voice of Vietnam] [Vietnam]

Vietnam naval command hosts Azerbaijan

defense minister

(ab) Azerbaijan’s Defense Minister, Colonel General

Zakir Hasanov, visited Vietnam’s naval headquarters in

Hanoi, where he met with Vice Admiral Tran Thanh

Nghiem to discuss naval cooperation and regional

security issues.

The visit follows the May 2024 elevation of Vietnam–

Azerbaijan relations to a strategic partnership, which

includes agreements in defense, energy, and trade.

Strengthening military ties—such as naval exchanges—

forms part of this broader effort to deepen

cooperation across multiple sectors (see more

Jamestown Foundation).

Hasanov also toured a Vietnamese naval brigade and

Ha Long Bay during the trip. [Azernews]

Vietnam, Cuba strengthen defense ties

during Cuban defense Minister’s visit

(hn) Vietnamese Minister of National Defence General

Phan Văn Giang welcomed Cuban Defence Minister

Corps General Álvaro López Miera in Hano during his

official visit to Vietnam from August 31 to September 6.

The visit coincides with the Vietnam - Cuba Friendship

Year and precedes the 65th anniversary of diplomatic

relations.

During talks, Giang reaffirmed Vietnam’s commitment

to defense cooperation, international solidarity, and
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peaceful foreign policy, while López Miera expressed

readiness to strengthen military ties.

The two sides signed agreements to enhance

delegation exchanges, military political work, public

education on bilateral relations, workforce training,

and defense industry collaboration. They concluded by

signing a three-year defense cooperation plan for

2026-2028. [Vietnamnews] [Dantri, in Vietnamese]

 

Announcements

 

 

Upcoming online events

10 September 2025 @ 4:00-5:30 p.m. (GMT+3),

Hellenic Foundation for European & Foreign Policy,

Greece

Between Power and Paradox:

Militarisation, Defence Ambitions, and

Turkey’s Strategic Struggles 

This online panel will examine Turkey’s complex role as

both a regional stabilizer and global mediator,

exploring its multi-vector foreign policy, expanding

defense industry, and the economic tensions shaping

its strategic decisions. Experts will discuss how Turkey

can balance its strategic ambitions with democratic

resilience and economic security to sustain influence

regionally and globally. For more information and to

register for this online event, please see [Hellenic

Foundation for European & Foreign Policy].

10 September 2025 @ 1:00-2:00 p.m. (GMT+2),

Bruegel, Belgium
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European Data Union Strategy: how to

write a new rulebook for Europe's digital

values 

The hybrid event will discuss the EU’s new European

Data Union Strategy, introduced by Digital

Commissioner Henna Virkkunen to create a more

coherent and streamlined framework for data sharing.

It will examine how the Strategy builds on existing

regulations such as the Data Act, Data Governance Act,

and GDPR, and how it connects to the forthcoming

Digital Omnibus package. For more information and to

register for this online event, please see [Bruegel].

10 September 2025 @ 2:00-3:00 p.m. (GMT+2),

Bruegel, Belgium

The Sound of Economics Live: The State of

the European Union

This hybrid episode of The Sound of Economics features

a live discussion on European Commission President

Ursula von der Leyen’s upcoming State of the Union

address on 10 September. Experts will assess her

vision for Europe’s “once in a generation” opportunity

and whether the EU is prepared to seize it. For more

information and to register for this online event, please

see [Bruegel].

10 September 2025 @ 9:00 a.m. (GMT-4), Atlantic

Council, USA

A strategic horizon: US, Turkey, and

Africa

This webcast will explore Turkey’s expanding political,

economic, and security footprint in Africa and the

implications for US-Turkey cooperation on the

continent. Speakers will discuss how Turkish-American

business partnerships can contribute to Africa’s

development while offering alternatives to China’s

growing influence.

For more information and to register for this online

event, please see [Atlantic Council].

10 September 2025 @ 1:00-2:00 p.m. (GMT-4), The

Heritage Foundation, USA
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Senator Cruz on the Muslim Brotherhood

Threat, National Security, and America’s

Global Leadership 

This fireside chat with Senator Ted Cruz and Dr.

Victoria Coates will explore the Muslim Brotherhood’s

role in advancing extremist ideology, fueling terrorism,

and undermining free societies. Senator Cruz will

highlight his leadership on the “Muslim Brotherhood

Terrorist Designation Act” and explain why formally

designating the group as a Foreign Terrorist

Organization is vital for U.S. security. The discussion

will provide insights into the Brotherhood’s global and

domestic threat and the strategic measures needed to

counter it. For more information and to register for

this online event, please see [The Heritage

Foundation].

10 September 2025 @ 9:00 a.m. (GMT-4), Council on

Foreign Affairs, USA

The Question of Palestinian Statehood: A

Conversation with Representative Ro

Khanna

In this webcast, U.S. Representative Ro Khanna will

discuss whether the United States should recognize

Palestine as a sovereign state and the future of the

region. For more information and to register for this

online event, please see [Council on Foreign Affairs].

11 September 2025 @ 12:00 p.m. (GMT-4), Atlantic

Council, USA

US-Iraq security partnership after

Operation Inherent Resolve

This webcast will examine the security and political

implications of ending the US-led Operation Inherent

Resolve mission in Iraq. Panelists will discuss the

future of the US-Iraq partnership, the role of Iran-

aligned militias, the ongoing ISIS threat, and how

regional shifts—including developments in Syria—may

reshape Iraq’s security landscape. For more

information and to register for this online event, please

see [Atlantic Council].

11 September 2025 @ 2:45-4:00 p.m. (GMT+8), ISEAS

– Yusof Ishak Institute, Singapore
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Senator Loren Legarda on Environmental

Governance in the Philippines: Redefining

Development and Sustainability in the

Age of Climate Change

In this hybrid session, Senator Loren Legarda, a four-

term member of the Philippine Senate, will highlight

opportunities for advancing green growth in the

country. She will reflect on key legislation she

championed, such as the Ecological Solid Waste

Management Act of 2000 and the Climate Change Act

of 2009, and present forthcoming initiatives in the 20th

Congress, including the Blue Economy Bill, Low Carbon

Economy Bill, Plastic Regulation and Circular Economy

Bill, among others. For more information and to

register for this online event, visit [ISEAS].

11 September 2025 @ 3:00-4:00 p.m. (GMT-4), Center

for a New American Security (CNAS), USA

Europe with Less U.S.: Preventing Russia

Opportunistic Aggression in Europe

The Center for a New American Security (CNAS) will

host a live recording on September 11 to discuss its

new report “Understanding Russia’s Calculus on

Opportunistic Aggression in Europe.” The report

explores how reduced U.S. military presence in Europe

could create security gaps, undermine NATO

deterrence, and present opportunities for Russian

aggression. Experts will analyze these risks and their

implications for European security. For more

information and to register for this online event, visit

[ISEAS].

15 September 2025 @ 12:15-1:30 p.m. (GMT+10),

Lowy Institute, Australia

Indonesia’s next chapter: Governance,

leadership and reform 

This webcast will explore how governance reforms can

help Indonesia achieve sustainable development,

strengthen democracy, and enhance climate

leadership under its new administration. Experts will

discuss Indonesia’s political and economic challenges,

climate commitments, and the role of international

frameworks like the OECD and CPTPP in driving

reform. The event will provide insights into Indonesia’s

path to escaping the middle-income trap while

balancing industrial growth and climate goals. For
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more information and to register for this online event,

visit [Lowy Institute].

15 September 2025 @ 1:00–2:00 p.m. (GMT+1),

Chatham House, United Kingdom

Competing visions of the regional order in

the Middle East

This webinar explores how key Middle Eastern powers

conceptualize and advance competing visions of

regional order, examining their core approaches, areas

of conflict and convergence, and the influence of

external powers. It also assesses what emerging

minilateral and connectivity initiatives reveal about

these actors’ strategic outlooks. For more information

and to register for this online event, visit [Chatham

House].

15 September 2025 @ 10:00 a.m. (GMT+2), Crisis

Group, Belgium

Tracking Resources and Conflict in a

Fracturing World

In this webinar, experts will explore how natural

resources and climate hazards influence modern

conflicts and demonstrate how the Early Action and

Risk Tracking Hub (eEARTH) integrates satellite data

with political analysis to anticipate risks in the Horn of

Africa and beyond. For more information and to

register for this online event, visit [Crisis Group].

16 September 2025 @ 5:30–6:30 p.m. (GMT+1),

Chatham House, United Kingdom

Global Britain meets America First: What

next for the ‘special relationship’?

This hybrid event will explore the future of the UK–US

“special relationship” under President Trump’s second

term, marked by shifting priorities, ideological

divergence, and global crises. Speakers will examine

areas of alignment and tension—from Ukraine and

NATO to trade, climate, and the Middle East—while

assessing the UK’s role in navigating and shaping an

increasingly unpredictable American foreign policy. For

more information and to register for this online event,

visit [Chatham House].
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16 September 2025 @ 10:00–11:30 a.m. (GMT+8),

ISEAS – Yusof Ishak Institute, Singapore

Understanding Trump’s China Strategy

This webinar will examine the uncertainties and

internal divisions shaping President Trump’s second-

term approach to China, where transactional

pragmatism coexists with hardline pressures. It will

explore what this evolving strategy means for long-

term US-China competition and assess the implications

for Southeast Asia. For more information and to

register for this online event, visit [ISEAS].

16 September 2025 @ 10:30-11:30 p.m. (GMT-4), The

Heritage Foundation, USA

Taiwan’s Strategy for Peace, Prosperity,

and Partnership with the United States

This online event features Taiwan’s Mainland Affairs

Council Minister Chiu Chui-cheng who will discuss

peace and stability across the Taiwan Strait, addressing

threats from China, and Taiwan’s efforts to uphold a

peaceful status quo and strong U.S. ties. The

discussion will highlight how a free and secure Taiwan

supports regional stability and strengthens America’s

global position. For more information and to register

for this online event, please see [The Heritage

Foundation].

Recent Book Releases

Tim Gregory, Going Nuclear: How Atomic Energy Will

Save the World, Pegasus Books, 384 pages, published

August 5, 2025. For a review, see [The Guardian].

Pankaj Mishra, The World After Gaza: A History,

Penguin Press, 304 pages, published February 11,

2025. For a review, see [The New York Times].

Sanjaya Baru, Secession of the Successful: The Flight

Out of New India, India Viking, 320 pages, published

June 23, 2025. For a review, see [Modern Diplomacy].

Justin Marozzi, Captives and Companions: A History

of Slavery and the Slave Trade in the Islamic World, ‎

Pegasus Books, 560 pages, published October 7, 2025.

For a review, see [Asian Review of Books].
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Dalai Lama, Voice for the Voiceless: Over Seven

Decades of Struggle with China for My Land and My

People, William Morrow, 256 pages, published March

11, 2025. For a review, see [Tricycle].

Calls

The European Political Science Society (EPSS) invites

paper proposals for its first annual conference, to be

held in Belfast on June 18-20, 2026. The deadline for

abstract submission is November 7, 2025. For more

information, see [EPSS].

The International Association for Political Science

Students (IAPSS) invites paper proposals for its World

Congress 2026 “Academic Freedom”, to be held on

May 5-9. 2026. The deadline for abstract submission is

November 7, 2025. For more information, see [IAPSS].

The Political Studies Association (PSA) invites paper

proposals for its 76th Annual International Conference

“Political Studies Futures,” to be held on March 30 to

April 1, 2026. The deadline for abstract submission is

October 17, 2025. For more information, see [PSA].

Jobs and Positions

The Secretariat of the United Nations invites

applications for the position of Assistant Secretary-

General for Human Rights. The deadline for

application submission is September 19, 2025. For

more information, see [UN].

The Secretariat of the United Nations invites

applications for the position of Deputy High

Commissioner for Human Rights. The deadline for

application submission is September 19, 2025. For

more information, see [UN].

The Secretariat of the United Nations invites

applications for the position of United Nations High

Commissioner for Refugees. The deadline for

application submission is October 6, 2025. For more

information, see [UN].

The Secretariat of the United Nations invites

applications for the position of Executive Director of

the United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime

(UNODC).  The deadline for application submission is

October 6, 2025. For more information, see [UN].
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The World Food Programme (WFP) invites

applications for the position of Assistant Executive

Director. The deadline for application submission is

September 21, 2025. For more information, see [UN].

The North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO) is

seeking a Legal Adviser and Director – Office of

Legal Affairs. The deadline for application submission

is October 13, 2025. For more information, see [NATO].

The Organization for Security and Co-operation in

Europe (OSCE) is seeking an International

Consultant – Renewable Energy and Education

Experts in Central Asia. The deadline for application

submission is September 15, 2025. For more

information, see [OSCE].

The European Bank for Reconstruction and

Development (EBRD) is seeking a Director – Risk

Modelling, Validation, and Stress Testing. The

deadline for application submission is September 8,

2025. For more information, see [EBRD].

Human Rights Watch (HRW) is seeking an Executive

Director. Applications will be accepted until the

position is filled. For more information, see [HRW].

The Center for Strategic and International Studies

(CSIS) is seeking a Program Manager – Chair on India

and Emerging Asia Economics. Applications will be

accepted until the position is filled. For more

information, see [CSIS].

American Progress is seeking an Executive Vice

President – Policy. Applications will be accepted until

the position is filled. For more information, see

[American Progress].
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We would greatly appreciate your feedback! Please

send any feedback you have regarding this newsletter

to: info@cpg-online.de

Also, don't forget to Like CPG on Facebook, and

browse our website for other updates and news! 
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